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1897.

Legislative Assembly.

XEW SOUTH WALES.

INDEX
TO THE

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
A>T>

PAPERS LAID UPON THE TABLE

DUKIN& THE SESSION

OF

1897.
(Opened, 27th April, 1897; Prorogued, 10th December, 1897.)

BEPEBESCES TO THE VOTES AND PBOCEEDINOS, VOI. I—I7TH PABBIA1TENT—SESSION 1S97.
PAPERS ORDERED TO 

BE PRINTED.

A
ABATTOIR KOAD ACT AMENDMENT BILL:—

Motion made (OVr. YoungJ for leave to bring in, presented and read 1,427 ; read 2 , committed.' 
reported without amendment, report adopted, 44-9 ; read a", passed, and sent to Council, 
458 ; returned without ameudment, 481; Assent reported, 493.

ABATTOIRS
Pdbi.ic. Glebs Island

Substituted Regulation Ko. 3C, by Board of Health, laid on Table, 25. .
ABORIGINES— ,

Report of Board for Protection of, for 189C, laid on Table, 24 ............................ ...........................
ADDITIONAL ESTIMATES (See “ FINANCE”).
ADDRESSES

3n Reply to Governor’s Opening Speech:— _
Committee appointed to prepare, and Address brought up and read by Clerk, 5; Motion made 

(Mr. Xhigald Thomson) for adoption, 5 ; agreed to, 12 ; Reply to Address, 15. 
CoNGRATPLATORT, TO HER MAJESTY ON COMPLETION OP THE SIXTIETH YEAR OF HER RkIGN :—| 

Motion made (Mr. Reid] for, 3G ; Letter from Acting Premier referring to presentation of, to, 
the Queen, 198.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion made for, and passed, 13, 38, 44, 54, 61, 72, Sa. 92, 96, 124, 141, 148,157, 163, 1/1, 178,| 
18C 11J2, 199, 208, 221, (o/Yer Division) 229, 230, 263, 274, 296, 303 , 317, 326, (after 
Division) 328, 333, 337, 342, 354, 361, 391, 405, 432, 412, 453, 486, 499, 523.

Motion made for, and withdrawn, 170. - _ „
Eor want of a quorum after commencement of Badness, 67, 127, 181, 212, 216, 249, 3/2, 411, 

437, 474. _
Eor want of a quorum before commencement of Business, 79.
Motion made for, and House counted out, 212.
Special, 140, 324, 392.
Motion made, that a second notice of motion, under subsection (5) of the 49th Standing Order 

be entertained, 169, 518.
Moxioy made FOi*-! usder 49rn Stan’din'g- OkdkiIj o>' yoLLOWi™ SuejectSj Aegatited : 

Tote and Betting Shops (Mr. HTcElhone), 26.
Art Unions aud Lotteries (Mr. Law), 32.
Contracts at the Mudgee Gaol and Court-house (Mr. Robert Jones), 35.
Dogs in the Centennial Park (Mr. Frank Famed), 53. _
Distress in the Drought-stricken parts of the Colony (Mr. JJose), 59.
The man Hines, sentenced to death at Maitland (Mr. M'l/jnes), 6/.
Administration of Coal Mines Regulation Act. (Mr. Watkins), 72.
Permanent Artillery Band (Mr. F. 3£. dark), 76. , .
Judicial determination of word “ Place " within the Betting Houses Suppression Act (Mr. Crick), 

95. . .
Relief to the various occupants of land in the Colony (Mr. Lyne), 99.
Assistance lo the poor in forthcoming Record Reign Celebrations (Mr. Hogue), 104. 
Compensation to Sam, Lemon and Miss Lemon for land resumed for railway purposes (Dr. Ross), 

134.

PAGE.

883

450—A



11 INDEX.

MPEfiENOES TO THE TOTES AND PEOCEEDlNGe, VOL. 1—17TH PAELIAMENT—SESSION 1S97. PAPERS ORDERED TO 
BE PRINTED.

A
TOL. PAGE.

ADJOTJKNMEJCT [continued):—
Monos- JtADB roii, usdhe 49tie Standiso OuMii, os Jollowisg Subjects, asd Neoativbb 

(continued) :—
Accidents in the Broken Hill Mines (Mr, Ferguson), 147.
Issue of certain new Footage Stamps unauthorised by law (Mr. Schcy), 15G,
Tariff provisions of the Customs Duties Act of ISyfi (Mr, tyne), 162.
Tailure of G-overnnient to provide adequate Supply of Water in Central and Western Divisions 

(Mr. CarroWJ, 170
Acceptance by Railway Commiesioners of tender of Litbgow Companies for supply of coal 

(Mr. 2ftc/iohon), 177. '
Prevention of fnflui of Asiatics (Mr. McFarlane), 185,
Administration of Land and Income Taxes (Mr. AJJIeck), 190.
Administration of Land and Income Taxes Acts (ilfr. Affleck), 20o.
Action of Police Department in reference to Sunday closing of Shops (Mr. Hughes), 211.
Sale of Books by Trustees of Bree Public Library to Messrs, Angus and Robertson (Mr, Hogue),

Administration of Crown Lands Acts in regard to valuation of improvements to incoming tenants 
(ilfr. Moore), 2211. .

Free passes to ladies for trams and trains (Mr. Haynes), 220.
Fractures in front elevation of General Post Olfice (Mr. Price), 23G. -
Snagging of tlie River Darling (ilfr. Sleath), 213.
Road repairs within Borough of Covra (Mr. M. T PhUbps), 257.
Regulations respecting British Subjects in the South Sei Islands (Mr O’SuUiran), 266.
Conveyance of certain Employees at Cockatoo Island to and from their work free of charge (Mr. 

Frank Farnell), 273.
Administration of the Trustees of (lie National Art Gallery (Mr. F, M. Clark), 279.
Univeisily Students travelling on Tramways (ilfr. Sc key), 285.
Conduct of Senior-con stable Queloh (Mr. Dacey), 289.
Leasing of Town Allotment;, East Molong, and fencing streets (Dr, Ross), 296.
Case ot Rachel Dawson, convicted of shooting (Mr. Haynes), 301.
Mining Companies removing Gold, the property of Crown, without authority (ilfr. Sleath), SOS.
State of Government Road between Crescent-street and Iron Cove Bridge, Roselle, Balmain 

(3fr. Laic), 317.
Working of Now Telegraph Code (Afr. See), 324.
Action of Government in not earrying out the provisions of the Parliamentary Electorates and 

Elections Act (3fr. Price), 346. ^
Contract of Hudson Brothers for Steam Crane for Garden Island (Jtfr. Nelson), 510.
Dummying Homestead Leases in tiie Wileannia District (Mr. Sleath), 518.

Motion mads tok, under 49tji Standing Order on eojjiowins- Subjects, and ruled out op 
Order ; —

Select Committee or Royal Commission to report on true intent of financial clauses of the 
Commonwealth Bill (ilfr. Feild), 169.

Unsatisfactory state of the Roads of the Colony (Afr. Waddell), 363.
Making of Dams and Weirs by the Water Conservation Branch of the Worke Department (Mr.

Carroll), 471. .
Sunday Trading (Mr. Copeland), 519.

Op Debate:— ' 1
Motion made for, and passed, 12, 43, 100, 115, 118, 198, 199, 229, 274, 32S, 354, 357, (fo take 

precedence) 393, 436, 511.
Motion made for, and negatived, 43, 291.

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (See also "GBAUD JURY BILL”; also "SERVICE OF 
EQUITABLE PROCESS BILL”):—

Convictions under the Licensing Act :—
Return (inpart) to an Order {Session 1891-2), laid on Tabic, 18. I

Visiting Justices to Country Gaols:— 1
Regulation under Public Service Act of 1895, laid on Table, 26.

District Courts Act of 185S:—
Annual Returns under 103rd Section, laid on Table, 32,

Case ot Raohbt, Dawson, tried at Dubbo for Shooting at Frederick Atcheson —
Motion made (Mr. Haynes) for papers, Ac., 35 ; Return to Address, laid on Table, 95 ................. 2
Adjournment moved (Afr. Haynes), in reference to, and negatived, 301,
Motion passed (Mr Haynes) to discuss motion for appointment of a Select Committee as matter 

of urgency, debate on motion to suspend Standing Orders interrupted by Government 
Business taking precedence at 8 o’clock, 457-8. *

Case of IIineb, Sentenced to Death at Maitband :—
Adjournment moved (Afr. Haynes) in reference to, and negatived, 67.

Sutreue Court:— ”
Rule in Equitable Jurisdiction, laid on Table, 146. *
Rule of Supreme Court in Divorce Jurisdiction, laid on Table, 185.

Claus of Theophilus Stephens:— I
Motion made {Mr. Howarth) for adoption of Report of Select Committee (Session 1876), Mr 

McLaughlin moved. That Orders of the Day be read. Mr. Speaker declined to submit latter 
motion, Debate on motion adjourned, 274; Order of the Day postponed, 289.

Fine imposed ueon Mrs. Flood, Paddington Police Court:—
Motion made (J/r. Knox) for papers in case, 279; Return to Order, laid on Tabic, 308.

Allowance to J crohs :—■
Schedule of, laid on Table, 3GS.

Thu Rev. Jambs Clarke :— ,
Petition presented complaining of the administration of the law in his case, and praying fqr a just! 

measure of relief, either by hearing him at Bar of the House, or by the appointment of a
Select Committee to inquire into his ease, 440 ...... ............................. 7

ADVERTISEMENTS, GOVERNMENT:— ..............
Motion made (Mr. CAanfer) for return, showing amounts paid to Sydney newspapers, 59; Return 

to Order, laid on Table, 71.
AGRICULTURE :—

Report of Department for 1896, laid on Tabic, 91 .......................................................................... 3
Agricultural and Horticultural Societies! :—

Motion made (Mr. Frank Farnell) for retnrn of special grants and subsidies for past twenty 
years, 4C0. "
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A

A&SICULTtJRAL HOLDINGS BILL
Motion made (Hr, Price) for leave to bring in, 52 ; presented and read I?, 100; Order of the 

Day postponed, 211, 225, 279, 300, 327, 383, 60S.
ALBERT MINING DISTRICT (See ''MINING”).
ALBERT (See'•RAILWAYS”).
ALIENS (See “COLOURED RACES RESTRICTION AND REGULATION BILL”; also "ASIA

TICS”; also "IMMIGRATION RESTRICTION BILL”).
ALIGNMENT OF CROW’S NEST ROAD, NORTH SYDNEY

Motion made {Mr. E. M. Clarl:) for Select Committee, and House counted out, 411. 
ALPHABETICAL REGISTERS:—

Of Addresses and Orders—Sessional Paper ............................................................  ................ t 1
ALUMY CREEK (See “BRIDGES”).
AMENDED LIFE ASSURANCE ENCOURAGEMENT BILL:—

Motion made (Mr. Willis) for leave to bring in, 1G9; presented and read 1°, 177; Order of the 
Day postponed, 215, 341.

APPROPRIATION BILL:—
Assent to (Session 1896) reported, 2.
Ordered (Mr. Jfet'd), founded on Resolutions of Ways and Means Nos. 6 and 7, Bill presented and 

read 1°, 432; Order of the Day postponed, 449, 459; read 2°, committed, reported 'without 
amendment, report adopted, read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 473; returned without 
amendment, 510.

ARDILL, JOHN ROACH (See "CROWN LANDS”).
ARIAH (See “RAILWAYS”).
ARTESIAN WELLS BILL

Message from Gorernor, 108; Motion made (Afr. Sydney Smith) for Committee of the Whole,
115; House in Committoo, resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 124; read 2°, 
committed, 281; reported with an amendment, report adopted, 326; read 3’, passed, and sent 
to Council, 332; returned with amendments, 480; Council’s amendments agreed to, 498.

ART UNIONS AMENDMENT BILL:—
Motion made (Hr. He Gowen) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 370; Order of the Day 

postponed, 508.
ART UNIONS AND LOTTERIES :—

Adjournment moved (Hr. Law) for amending laws relating to, and negatived, 32.
ASHFIELD (See “DRAINAGE”). .
ASHTON, j;AMES, ESQUIRE, M,P. :—

Appointed by Mr. Speaker a Temporary Chairman of Committees for Session, 7.
ASSEMBLY (See “ADJOURNMENT”; also “ CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES ”; also “NO 

QUORUM"; also “ORDERS OF THE DAY”) :—
Opening of tho Session, 1.
Usher o£ the Black Hod delivers Message, 1.
ProformA Bill, 4.
Governor's Opening Speech, 4; Address in Reply, o, 12; Reply to Address, 15.
Elections and Qualifications Committee, 7, 33, 36, 42, 62.
Sessional Orders passed, 12 (2), 13 (*), 18.
Sittings after midnight, 13, 36, 44., 92, 96, 118, 127,135, 141, 148,156, 162, 170, 191, 208, 226,

236, 243, 267, 274, 281, 286, 291, 296, 303, 317, 326, 337, 354, 368, 378, 385, 393, 403, 420,
428, 442, 443, 459, 473, 482, 512, 519.

Continuous sittings, 397.
Standing Orders suspended (urgency) 36-7, (urgency) 257, (urgency) 302, 378,
Votes and Proceedings, Nos. 1 to 81 ................................................................................................. ■'l
Weekly Reports of Divisions in Committee of the Whole House, Nos. 1 to 20 .............................
Reports from Printing Committee, 1 to 26..................... ....................... ;...........................................
Proclamation Proroguing Parliament...............................................................................................

Sessio^ai, Paebks :—
Business undisposed of at closo of Session....................................................... ................................  j. l
Attendance of Members in Divisions and Counts out .......................................................................
Business of the Session ........................................................................................................... ...........
Alphabetical Registers of Bills...........................................................................................................
Alphabetical Registers of Addresses and Orders ..............................................................................
Standing and Select Committees appointed during Session...............................................................

Yote eok :—
Minute of Executive Council transferring Amounts to supplement Vote for Legislative Council 

and Assembly, laid on Table, 183.
ASSENT TO BILLS (See “MESSAGES").
ASIATICS

Adjournment moved (Hr. McFarlane) in reference to prevention of influx of, and negatived, 186 
ASTRONOMER, GOVERNMENT:—

Return respecting present Drought, laid on Table, 84.
ASYLUMS :— .

Report of Inspector-General of Insane for 1896, laid on Table, 75 ................................................
Norsks and Fbaialr Aatitvjiaj'tS :—

7

Motion made (Mr. Griffith) in favour of regulating working-hours in conformity with eight- 
hour clauses in Factories Act; amendment moved (Hr. Cotton) to apply principle where 
possible, agreed to ; motion, as amended, passed, 273.

ATCHESON, FREDERICK (See “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE").
ATTACHMENT OP WAGES ABOLITION BILL:—

Motion made (Hr. Griffith) for leave to proceed with, under the 295th Standing Order, 127; 
Order of the Day postponed, 289, 331, 347, 367.

ATTORNEY’S COSTS ACT OF 1847 AMENDMENT BILL:— '
Motion made (Mr. Chapman) for leave to bring in, 69 ; presented and read 1°, 103; Order of the 

Day dropped, 110; Order of the Day restored, 123; Motion for postponement of Order of 
Day negatived, 220.

ATTORNEY-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT :—
Minute of Executive Council authorising transfer of Tote from Salaries, Acting Supreme Court 

Judges, to supplement Vote for, laid on Table, 163.
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KETBaKNCKS TO THE TOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, TOL, I —I7TH PABLIAMiiNT—SESSION 1S97,

A

; transfer of rote to meet adjustments of salaries, laid on

’ to supplement

AUDITOB-OENERAL
Minute of EiotutiTe Council autliorisin 

Table, 7 ...........................................
Mioute of the Executive Council authorising the transfer of Tote from "Salaries

Tote for reorganisation of the Public Service, luid on Table, 7 .....................
AUSTRALASIAN FEDERATION (See also ‘'CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMONWEALTH 

OF AUSTRALIA—DRAFT BILL"):—
Draft, Bill approved by the Adelaide Convention, 1897, laid on Table, 2i .....................................
Debates of the Adelaide Convention, 1897, laid on Table, 49.
Proceedings of Convention held at Adelaide during March, April, and May 1897 laid on Tableaos ..................................................... .............  ..... ;............... |
Papers on, circulated on consideration of Draft Constitution, 1897, bv Legislature of Victoria, laid

On Table, 30S............................................................................... ”.............................................
Motion made (Mr. Schey) for leave to lay on Table “ Notes on the Draft. Federal Constitution of 

1S97," and " Notes on Federation and the Draft BilLof 1891 and 1897,” by Mr. G. B. Barton,'
29o : papers laid on Table, SOS, 317 ........................................................................................

Finance Committee op the Adelaide Convention :— .............
Motion made (jVj-. Sckey) that leave be given to William McMillan, Esq., M.P., to lav on Table 

papers on Financial Proposals, and debate adjourned, £29; Older of the Day postponed, 230,242, 
250, 272, 300; Order of the Day discharged, 385,

AUSTRALASIAN FEDERATION ENABLING- ACT AMENDMENT BILL :—
Motion made (Mr. Lerien) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 108 ; Order of the Day 

postponed, 250, 300, 316, 324, 331 ; read 2°, committed, reported xtitb an amendment, 342; 
report adopted, 347. Motion made (Mr. l.riien) for 3°, and amendment moved (Mr. Ji’reiwo) 
to recommit, and negatived, read 3°, passed, and sent lo Council, 371; returned without 
amendment, 483; Asscrif reported, 492.

AUSTRALASIAN FEDERATION ENABLING- ACT OF 1895:—
Regulations and Amended Regulations, laid on Table, 24. .
Return of Totes polled at Election, 4th March, 1897, laid on Table 49 

AUSTRALASIAN FEDERATION ENABLING ACT AMENDMENT BILL‘(No”2j :■
Motion made (Mr. Haynes) for leave to bring m, 235 ; presented and read 1°, 248; Older of the 

Day postponed, 2/9, 300 , motion to take 2a as mutter of urgency before other business, and 
negatived, 303; Order of the Day postponed, 327, 341. ’

AUSTRALASIAN FEDERATION (REPRESENTATIVES’ ALLOWANCE) BILL —
Message from Governor, 39 ; Motion made (Mr. Hrwtker) for Committee of the Whole, 53; 

House in Committee, resolution agreed to, GO ; presented and read, l0, 99 : n ml 2°, committed, 
reported witliout amendment, Report adopted, 124; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 134-5 ; 
returned without amendment., 403 ; Assent reported, 410.

AUSTRALIAN LEGAL PROFESSIONS FEDERATION BILL :—
Motion made (Mr. Schey) for leave to proceed with, under the 295th Standing Order, 51; Order 

of the Day postponed, 123, 155, 109, 220, 242, £50, 272, 341, 346,353,410,447; motion, 
•made (Mr. Schcy), and debate adjourned, 480; question proposed for resumption of debate.! 
and debate adjourned, 511-2. '

AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM:— I
Report for 1890, laid ou Table, 109..

I

BALLOT:— ^

For Select Committee, 157.
Motion made (Mr, Ca»n) to refer question of balloting for Select Committees to Standing Orders 

Committee, and amendment moved (Mr. Hoyue) to except Committees on Private Bill?
and negatived—motion agreed lo, 197-8; Report brought up. 295..................

BANK CREDITS (See “FINANCE”). .................
BANK LIABILITIES AND ASSETS:—

General Abstracts of, for quarter ended 31st December, 1890, laid on Table, 71.
T*o do 31?t March, 1897, laid on Table, 71.
Do do 30th June, 1897, laid on Table, 289.
Do do 30th September, 1S97, laid on Table, 440.

BANKING, LiND, BUILDING, AND INVESTMENT COMPANIES:—
General Abstracts of Liabilities and Assets for quaiter ended 30th September. 1890 laid or 

Table, 24. _ r '
mded 31stDecember, ]89G,Ia;d on Table, 71. 

Slst March, 1897, laid oo Table, 71. 
30th J une, 1897, laid on Table, 289. 

30th September, 1897, laid on Table, 445
BANKRUPTCY ACT, 1887:—

Rules of 1896, laid on Table, 24 
BANKRUPTCY ACTS AMENDMENT BILL :—

Assent to (Session 1896), reported, 3.
BAR OF HOUSE : —

Do do do
Do do do
Do do do

Petition presented from Hlawarra Harbour and Land Corporation (Limited) to be heard by
eounsel at, in reference to Deep-water Harbour at Port Kembla, 185........................................

Peti'ion presented from Captain Rossi to appear in reference to his case, 435................................
Petition presented from Rev. James Clarke to appear in reference to his case, 440 . .............

BARNETL'. Mr. DAVID (See “CIVIL SERVICE"). ..............
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS FEES BILL :—

Mol ion made (Afr. Sckey) for leave to proceed with, under the 295th Standing Order, 50; Order of 
the Dsy postponed, 72, 296, 417.

BARTLEY’S CREEK LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS”)
BEATTIE, MARY (Sec “HOSPITALS ”).
BEER DUTIES ACT (See “TOOTH & CO., MESSRS.'’).
BEGA (See‘-BRIDGES”).
BELLINGER RIVER (See “HARBOURS”).
BERRIGAN (See “RAILWAYS”).
BETTING (See “RACECOURSE BETTING BILL”).
BETTING HOUSES SUPPRESSION BILL:—

Adjournment moved (Mr. Crick), calling attention to Judicial determination of word “ place’’ 
in, 95. r
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B

BETTING- SHOPS (See “TOTES AND BETTING-SHOPS")
Return respecting, laid ou Table, 169.

BILLS :—
Alphabetical Registers of -Sessional Paper ...................................................................................... 1
Assent to, reported, of last Session, 1, B (*), 3 
Reserved, of last Session, 4 
Withdrawn, 109, 219, 220, 317 (-), 45!),
Laid aside, 3R4.
Order of Day for B5 dropped, 110.
Order of the Day restored, 129, 190, 219, 250.
Report from Committee of Whole, adopted, 10S. 141, 248 (!), 290, 302, 45S, 474.
Adoption of Report from Committee fixed for later hour of day, 483, 497 f1).
Of last Session proceeded with, under 409th Standing Order, 10 (2), 11 (2;, 17, 23, Si, 32, 42. 
Proceeded with, under the 295th Standing Order, 12 f1), 26 (’), 35, 50 (D, 51, 52 (E), 53 59 (*),

95, 123 (2), 127, 147, 301.
Messages to Council rapireting Bills of Inst Session to he prreeeded wuh, IS {*}, 115.
Message from Council requesting restoration of, under 29Gth Standing Order, 70, 115.
Passed through all stages in one day, 38.
Passed through remaining stages on same flay, 427.
Passed through remaining stages at end of Session, 450 (■), 451 (*), 452 f1), 453 (!), 472, 473 H,

474, 495. 496, 497, 493,
Adoption of Repori. from Committee made an Order of the Day for future dav, 44,123, 216, 286,

296, 342. 442, 44'J, 459, 460, 4S3 (!). ' '
Reception of Resolution to introduce Bill made an Order of tho Day fur a future day, 337.
Motion to recommit negatived. 37i. ’
Recommitted, 442, 472, 433, 496, 497.
Reported 2°, 442, 472, 473, 497.
Reported S0, 497.
Committee appointed to search Journals of Council in relation lo proceedings on, 192; Reperl 

brought up, 203.
Lapsed through House being counted out, 13), 216, 219.
Restored, 123, 190, 219,256.
Reported from Committee, and House counted out, 216.
Brought up on Order of Leave ot former Bill, 219.
Motion to postpone Order of Day for 2° negatived, 220. ■
Motion for 1° negatived, 274.
Referred to Select Comm it tec, 290.
Amendment on motion to refer to Select Committee negatived, <36.
Introduced by Minisler—to he included in Government Business, 317.
Title amended, 266, 436, 442, 472.
No report from Committee of Whole, 312.
Amendment on motion for 3° to read “this day three months” negatived, 4?1.
Motion, That House go into Committee to obtain leave to introduce, negatived. 511.

BINALONG (See “RAILWAY'’).
BIRDS PROTECTION BILL;—

Petition presented from landowners of Tarulga District to exempt magpie from protection there
under, 426 ..................................................... 7

BLACKHKATH (See "RAILWAYS”). ..........................................................
BLACK ROD

Usher of, delivers Message from Governor I.
BLANKETS

Return respecting distribution of, bv the Government, laid on Table, 303 ................... 7
BOILERS INSPECTION BILL ‘

Message from Governor, 420; motion made (jW, Gnrrarti) for Committee of the Whole, 420 ; 
House in Committee, resolution agreed to. Bill presented mid read L“ 419 

BOOKS (See “FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY”),
BORAMBTL CREEK (See “BRIDGES”). i
BOROUGH OF CUDGEGONG CATTLE SALE-YARDS RILL:— j

Petition presented (Jfr, llobert Jones) for have fci proceed with, under the 499th Standing! 
Order, 11; Order of the Day postponed, 26; read 2°, committed, reported witliout amend-] 
uient, and Report adopted, 109 ; Order of t- e llav postponed, 114; read 3°, passed, and sent, 
to Council, 123 ; returned without nmcnd'i-ent, 170 : Assent reported, 174.

BOROUGH OF LITE GO W ArA LI DATING BILL:-
Petition presented (Afr. Rur.-i.vi'er) for leave to proceed with, under 409th Standing Order, 17; 

Order of the Day postponed, 84, 383. I
BOTANICAL GARDENS!— i

Regulations under Public Service Act in inference to Gardeners and others, laid on Table, 71. I 
BRANCH ROAD. DOUBLE BAY (See “ ROADS ”).
BRADY W., SENIOR, ash BRADY W., JUNIOR iSee “CROWN LANDS”).
BRAEMAR (“ See “ RAILWAYS”). ■
BRANDS (See “ STOCK ").
RREWARHINA (See “RAILWAYS”).
BRIDGES (See “SYDNEY AND NORTH SYDNEY BRIDGE AND TRAMWAY BILL”; also 

NORTH SHORE BRIDGE BILL”; also “GLEBE ISLAND BRIDGE BILL"):—
Huwtek River, at Mori'etii : —

Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Worhs Act, laid on Table, 17.
Over Deep Creek :—

Notification of resumption ofland, under the Public Worke Act, laid on Table, 17.
Over South Cheek

Notification of resumption of laud, under the Public Works Act, laid on Tabic, 17.
Stoneiiuajirv Creek : —

Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, laid on Table, 17.
Bouambil Creek, Qouinui :—

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, laid ou Table, 17.
Macj.hay River, at Kempset:—

Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, laid on Table, 17.
Butfaio Creek, Field of Mars :—

Return to Order (Session, 1696), laid on Table, 17.
Votes for Roads and Beidohs:— I

Motion made (Mr. J'rmnk Sarntll) for return of expenditure, 52. |
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McEBAT E.ITIE, ERECTED AT JOIST EXPENSE OP GOTBENJIMNTB OP NEW SOUTH WALES AND
Victoria

Motion made (Mr. Morgan) for return and particulars of, and amount* duo by Victorian Govern 
inent, 99; Return to Order, laid on Table, 272.

Ptehont Bridge :— '
Motion made {Mr. Young) that work, as recommended by the Public Works Committee, bo earned 

out, and Debate adjourned, 115 ; Motion agreed to, 141 
Glebe Island ;—

Motion made (Mr. Young) to refer work to Public WorksCommittee, 11G; Report brought up, 352 
Motion made (ilfr. Young) tbat work be carried out, 441.

Bega !—
Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 162.

Capfall’s Creuh: :—
Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works, laid on Table, 196.

Alumt Creek
Amended Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, laid on Table, 215. 

Laooon Creek — ,
Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, laid on Table, 341.

BRIGHTON PARK (See “ KACECODRSE ACCIDENTS ”}.
BRITISH SUBJECTS (See “SOUTH SEA ISLANDS’’).
BROKEN HILL (See "RAILWAYS”; also “MINING”).
BRTJE PLAINS LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS”)
BRUNSWICK RIVER DISTRICT (See “HINDOOS”).
BUCKLEY, THOMAS (See “CIVIL SERVICE”).
BUFFALO CREEK, FIELD OF MARS (See "BRIDGES”).
BULGANDRAMINE (Sec “CROWN LANDS”)
BUNGWALL (See “WHARVES”).
BURBURGATE LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS”).
BHRRAWANO LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS”).
BURRO WAY LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROW’N LANDS”)
BURWOOD (See “DRAINAGE").
BUSINESS

Undisposed of—Sessional Paper ..................................................................................................
■ Of the Session—Sessional Paper..................................................................................... ......

Postponed in a hunch, Gl, 116,157, 171, 192, 346, 442, 474, 486, 511........................................
Interrupted to report urgent Message from Council, 117,170.

DATS : —
Sessional Order moved, 12; passed, IS.

PuuCEDENCE OP :—
Sessional Order passed, 12.
Ordered lo take precedence, 383.
Sessional Order, Government, ordered to take precedence after 8 o’clock on TuesdaTB, 448. 
Private, interrupted by Government taking, at 8 o’clock, 458, 496. ‘

BYGALOREE LEASEHOLD AREA (See "CROWN LANDS”)BY-LAWS:- V '■
Laid on Table :— -

Municipalities Act:—
Bombala, 23.
Bathurst, 23.
Narrabri, 23 
Waltsend, 23.
East Maitland, 23, 327.
Nowra, 23.
Dungog, 23.
Cooma, 23.
Lambton, 23.
Wellington, 23 {*),
Wileannia, 23.
Marsfield, 23.

Nuisances Prevention Act:—
Hillston, 23.
Raymond Terraco, 23.
Wellington, 23.

Municipal Wharves Act:—
North Sydney, 24,
Hunter’s Hill, 24.

Sydney Hospital Act of 1881, 24, 35,
Murrumburrah Free Public Library, 24.
Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Act Extension Act of 1894, 17 (2); (Rushcutters' Creel 

Drain) t 05*
Country Towns Water and Sewerage Act of 1880 (Balranate) 123, (Coonamhh) 169.
University of Sydney, 134,
Newcastle Paving and Public Vehicles Regulation Act, 295.
Public Vehicles Regulation Act, 435.

BYRNES, MR. F. O. (Sec " CIVIL SERVICE ”)
BYROCK (See “RAILWAYS").

VOL.

Warren, 23.
Hunter’s Hill, 24.
Hay, 35.
Willoughby, 35, 
Kempsey, 75. 
Wollongong, 75, 456. 
Port Macquarie, 147. 
Berry, 147.
Yass, 185.
West Narrabri, 185, 327. 
Vauelusc, 219.

Warren, 23.
Central Hlawarra, 25. 
Junee, 25.

Bingara, 272. 
Plattsbnrg, 295. 
Waratah, 327. 
Camden, 327.
North Sydney, 331. 
Carrington, 392. 
Kotoomba, 392. 
Moree, 392.
Parkes, 392,
Young, 456.
Albury, 456.

Molong, 43.
Port Macquarie, 91. 
Waratah, 91.

527
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c
CAFFALL’S CREEK (See “BRIDGES”).
CAMPBFGLTOWN (See “RAILWAYS”).
CAMPBELLTOWN RESERVOIR ACTS REPEAL BILL:—

Motion made (Mr. fjarndhers) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 441; read 2°, com
mitted, reported without amendment, report adopted, 448 j read 3°, passed, and sent to 
Council, 468 ; returned without amendment, 481; Assent reported, 492.

Precis of Facts relating to, laid on Table, 445.
CANALLY LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS”).
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CAMN, JOHN HKNEV, ESQUIRK, M.P.:— _
Appointed by Mr, S])eatei' a Teinporarv Chairman of Conomittfes for the Session, 7. 

■CANTERBURY PARK (Sec ‘'RACECOURSE ACCIDENTS”).
CANTERBURY DRAIN (See "DRAfNAOE ").
CAREENINO COVE DRAIN (Sea “DRAINAGE”).
CARPENTERIAN REFORMATORY :— _

Correspondence, &e., respecting discharge of thirtv-nine boys and the resignation of the Superin-,
tench-lit, laid m Table, Hu ........................................................................................................

CARTER, GUM MOW, AND COMPANY:—
Report of Royal Commission on Contracts, laid on Table, 24............................. ............................

CASINO (See “ROADS”).
CASTING VOTE (Sen'• SPEAKER").
CATTLE-DRIVING BILL:— _

Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion (Jlfr. Qmtbl), read 1°, 4-01.
Order of the Day postponed, 451, 492.

CEMETERIES :—
Moss Valb :— _ _

Abstract of site under the Gth Section of Act 44 Tic. No. 16, laid on Table, .12.
Public :—

Abstract of Lands resumed for, under the Public "Works Act and the Lands for Public Purposes 
Acquisition Act, laid on Table, 177.

CENTENNIAL PARK:— _ _
Adjournment moved (Mr. Frank Farnell) in reference to Regulation 13, applying to dogs, and 

negatived, 53.
CENTRAL DIVISION (See "WATER SUPPLY”).
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES:— ,

William McConrt, Esquire, elected, 13.
Cominifceoii tu, us Doputj Speaker, lo administer the Oath of Allegiance, 21. ’

TEMrORAKV CilAlKHPH:—
Appointed by Mr. Speaker, 7.

CHAMBER MAGISTRATES:— _
Regulalions in reference to attendance after hours, laid on Table, 25.

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS :—
Regulations under Public Service Act of 1S95, laid on Table, 31G.

CHURCH ACTS REPEALING BILL:—
Message from Council requesting Assembly to proceed with, under 290th Standing Order, 7G; 

Order of the Day postponed, 108; read 2°, committed, reported with an amendment, report 
adopted, 372; read S’, passed, and returned to Council, 377 ; Assembly’s amendment agreed 
to, 403 ; Assent reported, 441.

CHURCH AND SCHOOL ESTATE:—
Leasing or PonTroN op, at Rand-wick—Kensington Racecoukse :—

Motion made (Mr. Jfrt:/nes) for papers, 72; Return to Order, laid on Table, 491.
CHURCH AND SCHOOL LANDS BILl,:—

Motion made (A/r. Carrutherr) for Committee of the Whole, 36 ; Message from Governor, 50 ;| 
House in Committee, Resolution agreed to, Bill presented, and read 1”, 54; motion made for 
2’, and Debate adjourned, 100; read 2°, committed, reported with amendments, 123; 
Report adopted, 141; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council. 14S; returned with amendments, 
404 ; Council's amendments agreed to, 449 ; Assent reported, 480.

CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAGES (See “CROWN LANDS”).
CITY AND NORTH SYDNEY RAILWAY BILL :— i

Petition presented (Mr. Parkes) for leave to proceed with, under the 403th Standing Order, 10 ; 
Motion made for 2°, and Debate adjourned, 43; Order of the Day postponed, 84, 147, 155 ; 
Debate resumed and adjourned, 117,118 ; Order of the Day postponed, 177,190, 211, 242,2GG, 
331; read 2°, committed, 349 ; Order of the Day postponed, 353, 370, 383, 4*00, 419, 447, 
486 ; House in Commili.ee—Point of Order,—The Chairman repored that he had ruled 
against the discussion of the principles of the Bill on a proposed amendment in the Short 
Title; Mr Speaker upheld the Chairman’s decision, 512; Committee resumed, progress 
reported, 512.

CITY AND NORTH SYDNEY TUNNEL-ROADWAY BILL:—
Petition presented (Mr. Parses) for leave to proceed with, under the 409th Standing Order, 11; 

Ordor of the Dav postponed, 26, 155,177, 190, 211,242, ISt, 331; read 2°, committed, 348; 
Order of the Day postponed, 353, 370, 3S3, 400, 419, 447, 480 

CITY OF SY'DNEY
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure of the Corporation of, laid on Table, 24................ ............

CITY OF SYDNEY MUNICIPAL LOANS BILL:—
Assent to (Session 1896) reported, 1.

CIVIL SERVIUE (Sec also “PUBLIC SERVICE”; also “PUBLIC SERVICE ACT AMEND
MENT BILL”):—

Appointments oi> Mr. E. 3. Seivees, Mr. A. E. Evans, and Mr A. D Chaig :—
Reports respecting, laid on Table, 17.

Public Service Boaed—Cases or Mr. E. O, Btkneb and Mr J. J. B. Wakelt :—
Motion made (Mr. Perry) for papers, 19 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 114.

The Civil Sebvice :— __
Motion made (Mr. Parkes) for return in reference to retirements and appointments, 52. 

Dismissal ok Temtoeaev Hands, Government Printing Oftice :—
Motion made (Mr McGowcn) for papers, 52 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 99........................

Appointmrnt op Chiet Inspector ot Mines :— .
Motion made (Jjfr. Fegan) for papers, 52 ; Return lo Order, laid on Table, 480.

Dismissal of Maurice Hickey, op Newcastle, by the Marine Board :—
Motion made (Mr. Fegan) for papers, 71; Return to Order, laid on Table, 91 .............................

Pensions under Superannuation Fund :—
Motion made (Ifr. WAiddon) for return of particulars, 99.

Officers retained in see vice over the age of 65 years :—
Motion made (Ifr. J. C. L. Fitspatriele) for return, 99 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 331......

Appointment of Mr. Norman C. Lockhart to Land and Income Tax Department:—
Papers respecting, laid on Table, ........................................................................................................

Supply of Uniforms:—
Motion made (Mr. Cann) for return of, for Colonial Secretary’b and Treasurer 8 Departmente, 108; 

Return to Order laid on Table, 162. .
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CIVIL SERVICE (continued) :—
Appointment of Mh. Patten as Stipendiaht Magisteate at Newcastle 

Motion made (Dr. Doss) for papers, 147; Return lo Order, laid ou Table, 30S.
Land and Income Taxation Depuitment

Motion made (Mr. Crick) for return in reference to clerks employed, 197 • Return to Order laid
on Table, 279 .........................................................................'................................. ’

Deductions prom Salaries of Temporam Officers during Jubilee Holidays 
Motion made (Mr. JS. M. Clark) fur return, 197 ; Return to Ordor, laid on Table, 436.

Patents Office—Rxajiiner op Patents .—
Motion made (Mr. Wilks) for papers m reference to change in working, 215.

Leave op Absence granted by Public Service Hoard:—
Motion made (Mr. Ji. M. Clark) for return, 242; Return to Order, laid on Table, 340.

Claims tor Gratuities under Public Service Act:_
Motion made (Mr. K. M. Clark) for return, 26G.

Public Service Board—Retiring Allowances and Gratuities.—
Motion made (Mr. JieiW) for Select. Committee, 274; Report brought up, 492 ...........

Public School Teichhr at Wilberporce:—
Motion made (Mr. Morgan) for papers relative to complaint against, 293 ; Return to Order, laid 

on Table, 303; referred to Printing Commiitea for reconsideration, 378.
Metropolitan "Water Supply and Sewerage Board :—

Report of Royal Commission, with Evidence and Appendices, laid on Table, 356 .........................
Plan of Sydney and Suburban System, with Appendix to Report of Commission, (ail on fable "862 

RETittEsiEti’T op Jiffi. Davxd Rahnett, G-lishe Island Abattoius:—
Motion made (Mr. Heild) for papers, 356.

Complaint against Warden Smith, op Tuena ■
Motion made (Mr, Crick) for papers, 370 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 400.

Case ot Thomas Buckley—Public Works Department:—
Motion made (Mr, 'F,. M. Clark) for Select Committee, 411.
Petition presented (Mr. F. M. Clark) from Thomas Buckley to appear bv counsel or in person

before Select Committee, 418.........................  ................................. J
Public Officers Over Sixty Years of Age :— ....................................

Motion made (Mr. Carroll) for return, 435,
Officials in the Prisons Department:—

Return respecting stoppage of pay, laid on Tabic, 517.
CLAIMS AGAINST THE GOV'ERMIEYT AYD GROWN SUITS BILL

Received from Legislation Council, and,on motion (Mr. Gotdd), read 1°,401; read2°, committed, 
reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, pasbed, and returned to Council, 453 ■ 
Assent reported, 494.

CLAIM OP CAPTAIN ROSSI :—
Petition presented from, in reference to case, and praying for leave to appear bv counsel at Bar of

the House, 435............................. ‘ '
CLARENCE RIVER DISTRICT (See ■“ HINDOOS7, V...................................................... ...........
CLARENCE SIDING (See “ RAILWAYS ”)
CtARK, EDWARD MANN, ESQUIRE, M.P.

Removed from Chamber by Sergeant-at-Arms, 279.
CLARKE, THE REV. JAMES (See “ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”).
CLERGY WIDOWS AND ORPHANS FUND (SYDNEY DIOCESE) TRUSTEES BILL:—

Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion (Mr. Bran ter), read 1°, 289; Order of the 
Day postponed, 300; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, 342; 
read 3 , passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 346-7 ; Assent reported 355 

CLERK OP ASSEMBLY:—
Roads Proclamation on opening of Session, 1.
Swears Members of Elections and Qualifications Committee, 33, 36, 42 52.
Reads Petition, 214.

CLERKS OF PETTY SESSIONS:—
Regulation under Public Service Act respecting examination to be passed by officers to qualify for, 256. r j , .

COAL (See “RAILWAYS”; also “GOVERNMENT COAL MINES 
DYKE”; also “NORTHERN COLLIERIES 

COAL MINES REGULATION ACT:—
Adjournment moved (Mr. Wail-ins) in reference lo administration, and negatived, 72. 

Ventilation op Coal Mines, Newcastle —
Motion made (Mr. Fdden) for reports, 51; Return to Ordor, laid on Table, 108 .

COAL MINES REGULATION ACT PURTHER AMENDMENT BILL:— '
Motion made (Mr. Sydney Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 178: House in Committee, 

Resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 203; Motion made for 2°, and Debate 
adjourned^ 354; Order of the Kay postponed, 450, 473»

Petitions TREaKNTBTi in favour of, fbom—
; Newcastle Coal-mining Company’s Colleries, 2J4...............

Caledonian Company’s Colliery, Waratah, 214.....................
Het.ton Coal Company’s Colliery, 214....................................
Seaham Colliery, West Wallsend, 214 ................................
Wickham and Bullock Island Coal Company’s Colliery, 214
Wallsend Coal Company's Colliery, 2L9..................... ...........
Brown’s Collieries, Miami, 21‘J ............... ............................
Stockton Colliery, Newcastle District, 225

also “NEWCASTLE
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Australian Agricultural Company’s Colliery, Newcastle, 225 ... 
Brown’s Collery, Minmi, 225 ................................................
Greta Collierv. 22S
Co-operative Colliery, Plattsburg, 235 .........................
Maryland Colliery, PlaKsburg, 23> ............................
AVallarah Colliery, Catherine Hill Bay, 235 ..................
Pllemore Vale Colliery, Wallsend, 235 ........................
Mines, Western Districts, 241........................................
Scottish Australian Company's Oollicrv, Burwood, 255
Coal-mines of thelllawarra District, 255.....................

Petition presented from Coal-owners against, 255................................ .............................
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COAL MINES BKG-ULATION (AMENDMENT) BILL: —
Motion mndo {Mr. Fcijan) lor leuve to bring in, presented and read 1°, 95; Order of tin? Day 

postponed, 25G, 4t)G, 1
COAL SHU’S:—

Report, of Royal Commission on dancers to which liable, laid on Tabic, 35................
COAST HOSPITAL (See “HOSPITALS”). ' '
COCKATOO ISLAND

Adjournment mored (Afr. Frank FarnsU) in reference lo conveyance of Employees to and from 
their work at, free of charge, 273. ” i

COCKLE CREEK (See “ WATER S UPPLY ”).
COLLARENDABRI (Sec '‘POSTAL”; aiso "TELEG-RAPHS ''; also “RAILWAYS”). 
COLLIERIES (Sec “MINING”).
COLLISION BETWEEN THE “SOL” AND “ALATHEA” STEAMERS:—

Motion made (Mr. IF. JI. F. Piddiagton) for adoption of report from Select Committee (Session 
189G), negatived, 337.

COLOURED RACES RESTRICTION AND REGULATION BILL 
Reserved (Session 1896) for Royal Assent, 4.
Motion made (JJr, Reid) for Committee of the Whole, 399; Message from Governor, 402; House 

in Committee, Resolution agreed to, Bill presented, and read 1°, 420-1; read 2°, committed, 
reported with an amendment, report adopted, 442 ; rend 3°, passed and sent to Council,’44o. 

COLO YALE (See '■ RAILWAYS 
COMMISSIONS:—

Deputy Speaker’s, to adminisler the Oath of Allegiance, 21.
Royal —

Report on Contracts of Messrs. Carter, Gnmmow, A Co., laid on Table, 21 .................................
Report on Coal-laden Ships, laid on Table, 35 ..................................................................................
Report on City Railway Extension, laid on Table, 103......................................................................
Report on charges against Medical Attendant and Matron of Mudgcc Hospilul in reference to

treatment of Mary’ Beattie, laid on Table, 327 ..........................................................................
Report on Management of Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Board, laid on liable, 35G ; Appendix,

laid on Table, 3G2 ........................................................................................................................
Report on Management of the TTtmtrr District, Water Supply and Sewerage Board, laid on Table.

456 ................................. .................................................................. j ......................... (
Report on Working of Mines and Quarries in the Albert Mining District, laid on Table, 456 .... 

CO 11 MUTE ES (See “ PA RLIAMKNI’ARY STANDING COMMIT TEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”: 
also “PRINTING COMMITTEE” : also “CHAIRMAN OE COMMITTEES”) :—

Standing and Select appointed during Session—Sessional Taper.......................................................
Goverxob's Opening Speech :—

Appointed to prepare Address in reply, and report brought up, 5,
Elections and QuaLinoAticks :— '

Speaker’s Warrant appointing, laid on Table, 7; Maluritv reported, 33 ; Members sworn, 33 f1) 
36 (*), 42 (»), 62. W

Of the Whole :—
Resolulions reported, 64 (»), GO (*), 61 (2), 104,124, 191 (2), 192, 20S, 212,283, 332,333,420, 

421 (»), 448,449, 459, 471, 486.
Resolutions agreed to, 54 (2). Go (2) GI (s), 104, 124, 191 R, 192, 20S, 212, 285, 332, 333, 420, 

421 (>), 448,419, 439, 471.486.
No Quorum reported from, 249, 512.

Supply :—
Motion made (Mr. Reid ) for House to go into Committee, 12.
House in Committee (Finanria/ S/atemeni), 19, 32, 3G, 354, 378, 403, 420, 428, 460, 498. 
Resolutions reported, 3G, 354, 378, 428 (ln!), 4GL (s;), 498.
Resolutions agreed to, 37, 354. 37S, 432 (103j, 453 (2!), 498.

Ways ani> Means
Motion made (Mr. Reid) for House to go into Committee, 12.
House in Committee, 37, (Fimuirini Statement) 354,304 (2), 368, 378, 379, 420, 433 (2), 463,498. 
Resolutions reported 37, 379, (Taxation), 393 (J), 432 (2), (Taxation) 463 (3), 498.
Resolutions agreed to, 37, 379, (Taxation) 393 (2). 432 (2), (Taxation) 465 (3), 498^

Standing Orders ; —
Sessional Order appnmling, passed, 13.

Library Co.u,miti];j; —
Sessional Order appointing, passed, 13 

Reteeshhrnt Committee.-- 
SessionnlOrder appointing, passed. 13.

Select:— '
Resignation of member from, and name discharged, G9.
Appointed by Ballot, 157.
Amendment moved on motion to appoint substituting new Committee, 171.
Leave given to make visits of inspection, 197, 219.
Petitions referred to, 91, 219, 211.
Papers referred to, 181.
Appointed to inspect Journals of Legislative Council, 192; Report brought up, 203.
Motion made (Mr. Cann) to refer question of Balloting for, lo Standing Orders Committee, and 

amendment moved (Mr. JTogae) to except OomtuiUees on Private Bills and negatived—
motion agreed to, 197 8 ; Report brought up, 295 ..................................................................

Public Bill referred lo, 290.
Amendment on Motion to refer Public Bill to, negatived, 436.
Statement in reference to Member of Committee supplying copies of evidence to witnesses, 439. 

COMMONWEALTH (See "CONSTITUTION OE THE COMMONWEALTH OP AUSTRALIA- 
DRAFT BILL”).

COMPANIES (Sec “JOINT STOCK COMPANIES AMENDMENT (CONTINUATION) BILL”) 
COMPENSATION TO RELATIVES BILL :—

Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion (Mr, Gottbi) ,Yin<\ 1°, 402 : read 2°, committed, 
reported without amendment, report adopted, road 3°, passed, and returned to Council, 453; 
Assent reported, 494.

COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS :-
Regulatious under Public Service Act of 1895, laid on Table, 25 (2) 219 

CONDITIONAL PURCHASES (SecCROW'N LANDS
CONDOBOLIN (See "RAILWAYS”; also “CROWN LANDS”; also “WATER SUPPLY”).
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" CROWN LANDS’ 
also “NOXIOUS

’)■
WEEDS” : also “ FREE CON-

CONDOBOLIN LEASEHOLD AREA {See
CONFERENCE (See “RABBIT rESl”:

FEHENOE” ; also “POSTAL”).
CONNELLY, MR. J. F. (See “MINING
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE (See “FINANCE”). ‘
CONSOLIDATED REYENUE FUND BILL —

Jleseaee from Governor, 15; Ordered (i!fr. Held), founded ovi Resolution of Wavs and Mean; 
(No. 3), presented and read 1°, read committed, reported vvithont amendment, Report 
adopted, read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 38 ; returned without amendment, GO; Assent 
reported, GG.

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND BILL (No. 2)
Message from Goiernor, 371; Standing Orders suspended, 378 ; Ordered {Mr. Heid), founded on 

Resolution ot Ways and Means No, 3, presented and read 1°, rend 2°, Committed, reported 
without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 379; returned 
without amendment, Assent reported, 492.

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND (MUNICIPAL GRANT) BILL:—
Ordered, on motion {Mr. Reid), founded on resolution of Ways and Means (No. 11), presented 

and read l3, read 2s, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, 
passed, and sent to Council, 493, returned without amendment, 518.

CONSOLIDATION OF THE LAND LAWS (See “LAND LAWS”).
CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Motion made {Mr. Jfeild) for leave to bring in, 331; presented and read 1°, 340.
CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA—DRAFT BILL (See alsr 

"AUSTRALASIAN FEDERATION”)
Agreed to by Adelaide Federal Convention, 1897, laid ou Table, 24................................................
Mr. Speaker gave his opinion that Bill should be dealt with in Committee of the Whole; Motion 

made {Mr. Carnd/iers) that House do now resohe itself into Committee, and amendment’ 
moved {Mr. McZatiffhhn) to leave out‘'now” and insert “this day week’’; amendment 
negatived, and motion passed, House in Committee, 53, Motion made (Air. Copeland) tu 
dissent from Speaker’s Ruling m reference to Bill being dealt with in Committee, and 
negatived, 72; House in Committee, 77, 85, 92, 104, 135, 140, 148, loG, 186, 190, 203, 212, 
22 L, £2li,23G, 243; Committee reported suggestions, report adopted, 257-9; motion made (Mr. 
Carruthers) that Message be forwarded to Council and withdrawn, amended Message agreed 
to, 259 ; Message from Council suggesting amendments, 324.

Petition presented from Presbyterian Church in favour cf recognition of Almigh'y God in
Preamble, 83 ..............................................................................................................................

Petition presented in favour of recognition of Almighty God 111 Preamble from : —Council of
Churches, 140.............................................................................................................................. 1

Petitions presented—Publio Meeting held in Y.MC.A Hall, PiLL-streof, Sydney, 215; Public
Meeting, Parramatta, 215   .................................................................................................... '

Petition presented from Australasian National League, suggesting certain amendments, 83...........
Petition against inserting amendment or declaration of religious belief in Commonwealth Bill,|

from Sydney and Suburbs, 225 (l), 235, 255............................................................................... 1
Statistics in connection with, hud on Table, 71 ..................................................................................|
Proceedings of Convention (with papers ordered to be printed) held in Adelaide during March,!

April, and May, 1897, laid 011 Table, 308 .................................................................................
Papers on Federation circulated on consideration of, 1897, by Legislature of Victoria, laid on|

Table, 308 ................................................................................ .................................  ■ .........  J
Adjournment moved {Mr. Heild) iv appointment of SclccfC01111nitt.ce or Royal Commission to 

report on fiimieml clauses, and ruled out of order, 1G9 
Motion made (Mr. Sc/icy) for leave to lay on Table “ Notes on Draft Federal Constitution of 

1897,” and “ Notes on Federation and the Draft Bills of 1891 and 1897,” by Mr. G. B. Barton,
295 ; Papers, laid on Table, 308, 317 .........................................................................................

Fisance Committee or the Adelaide Federal Cosyentjon —
Motion made (.Hr. Schey) for leave to be granted to William McMillan, Esq, M.P., (o lay on 

Table papers on ilimucial proposals, and Debate adjourned, 229 ; Order of the Day postponed, 
23G, 242. 256, 272, 300; Urder of the Dav discharged, 385.

CONTINUOUS SITTING.— ‘
House sits beyond hour fixed for following day’s sit.ting, 397.

CONTRACTS (See'“CARTER, GUMMOW, & COMPANY”; also “POSTAL”)
Mudoee Gaol asi> Uorirr-uousE

Adjournment moved (Jtfr. Roi/crt Jones) in reference to report issued by Public Service Board 1 
and negatived, 35.

GOYEESMtaT :—
Motion made (.Hr. Griffith) in faYour of full union wage in future, and amendment moved 

(Mr. Rose) to omit words, and Debate adjourned, 328
CONTRACTORS’ DEBTS BILl, :— _

Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion (Air. Coahl), read 1°, 401; read 2°, commit I rd.1 
reported without amendment, report adopted, rend 3“, passed, and returned to Council, 452; 
Assent reported, 493.

CONVICTIONS UNDER THE LICENSING ACT :—
Return (in part) to an Order (Session 1891-2), laid on Tabic, 18.

COOK’S RIVER IMPROVED ENT :—
Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, laid on Table, 341.

COOK'S RIVER IMPROVEMENTS BILL 1— .
Mesaage from Governor, II ; Motion made (Mr. Foway) for Message (0 Council that Bill be 

proceeded with, under the 295th Standing Order. 18; returned with an amendment, 84 ; 
Council’') amendment, agreed to, 92; Assent reported, 101.

COOLAMON (See “ KA1 LWAYS”).
COON AMBLE (See “ RAILWAYS ").
COOPER, SYDNEY (See “MINING’)
CO-OPERATIVE COLLIERY TRAMWAY BILL

Received from Legislative Council, and on motion {Mr. Frantc Farnell) read l”. 84; Order of the 
Day postponed 181, read B3, committed, reported with amendments and an amended Title, 
ropeu t, ad *pt d, 43G ; rccomimtted to reconsider clauses 4, 5, G, II, and Title, reported 2°, with 
fuitlur tuiirmiments, 4 12 ; read 3”, passed, and returned to Council, 446; Assembly’s amend 
maids agreed lo, 4GO, Assent reported, 494'.

COPYRIGHT CONVENTION (See “INTERCOLONIAL COPVRIGHT CONVENTION”).
CORAEl (Sec “ROADS").

321
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CORPORATION OF CITY OF SYDNEY:—
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for 1S96, laid on Table, 21 ...... ......................................... '

COUNCIL, LEGISLATIVE
Minute of Executive Council transferring amount of Vote fer, to supplement vole for “Legislative 

Council and Asaemblv,” laid on Table, 1S.‘1.
COUNSEL (See also “ BA.Tt OF HOUSE1')

Petitions to appear by, before Select Coaimittee, 01, 210, 211.
COUNTRY TOWS WATER AND SEWERAGE ACT (See also "BY-LAWS")

Return to Order (Ye-tiioa ISOti), hid on Table, 35 .......................................................................... 6
COUNTRY TOWNS WATER AND SEWERAGE BILL:—

Message from Governor, 11; Motion made (Mr. Yonng) for Message to Council that Bill be 
proceeded with, under the 295th Standing Ordor, 18. '

COUNTRY TOWNS WATER AND SEWERAGE BILL (No. 2) : —
Message from Governor, 285; Motion made (Mr. Young) for Committee of the Whole, 200;! 

House in Committee, Resolution agreed to, 333 ; Bill presented and read U, 311; Order oB 
the Dav postponed, 450, 4-6't.

COUNTS OUT (See also “NO QUORUM"). _
Attendance of Members in Divisions and—Sessional Paper...............................................................

COWRA (See"ROADS.”)
CRAIG, MR. A. D. (See "CIVIL SERVICE”).
CRICKET GROUND (See “SYDNEY CRICKET GROUND”).
CROWN LANDS (See also "AGRICULTURAL HOLDINGS BILL”; also "CHURCH AND 

SCHOOL LANDS BILL"; also “CHURCH AND SCHOOL ESTATE” • also "REAL PRO
PERTY (CROWN LANDS) BILL”; also "FIELD OF MA/R3 RESUMPTION REPEAL 
BELL”) :—

Report of Department of Lands for 1896, laid on Table, 324............................................................ 3
Dedication of Ceutain Lands under 105th Section of Act: —

Gazette Notices, laid on Table, 32, 71,211, 256, 316, 331, 3!)9.
Dedicated to Pubiic Purposes:—

Abstract of, laid on Table, It, 32, 71, 114, 177, 185, 25G, 316, 331, 399, 440, 479. 1
Alterations and Cancellation op Designs for Cities, Towns, and Villages :— 1

Abstract of, laid on Table, 11, 71,114, 1S5, 255, 33L, 399.
Sites fob Cities, Towns, and Villages: —

Abstract of, laid on Tabic, 11., 114, 185, 256, 816, 331,399,
Reserved for Preseuvation of Water Supply : —

Abstract of, laid on Table, 11, 71, 114, 185, 2oG, 81G, 331, 399, 410, 479.
Dedicated to Religious Purposes :—

Abstract of, laid on Table, 32. 1
After Auction Purchases:—

Abstract of, laid on Table, 337.
Public Ceiiktiiiiiks :—

Abstmct ofland resumed for, under the Public Works Act and the Lands for Public Purposes 
Acquisition Act, 177. I

Hyde Pahs, Sydney : —
Motion made (dfr. Neild) for G-overnaient Gazette Noliccs of Gilt October, 1310, and oilier papers 

relating to dedication, 197.
Alienation :—

Motion made (Mr. Ball) against, and in favour of perpetual leases or settlement or improvcmeul 
leases—Amendment moved (Mr. Affleck) to make motion apply only to alienation, and 
Debate adjourned, 198 ; Order of the Day postponed, 220.

Reappraisement of Conditional Purchases and Leases :— i
Motion made (.Hi', Waddell) to extend right of reappraisement to conditional purchases, and 

Debate adjourned, 199; Order of the Day postponed, 316.
Mr. Moore proceeding to more—Point of Order, That motion anticipated debate on an Order of 

the Day on the Paper, upheld by Mr. Speaker, 309.
Value of Improvements to Incoming Tenants:—

Adjournment moved (Mr. Moore) in regard to administration of Acts, and negatived, 226.
Claim of James and Patrick Guihen, of Kangaroo Valery:—

Motion made (Hr. Alexander Campbell) for a Select Committee, 229 ; Report brought up, 357... 3
Non-eusidf,ntial Conditional Purchase taken up ry Ellen Josephine Oemsiiy :—

Motion made (Mr. Wood) for papers, 242; Return to Order, laid on Table, 436,
Acts :—

Notification of settlement lease proposed to be validated under the 44th Section of 58 Victoria 
Ho. 18, laid on Table, 11.

Additional Regulation Ho. 319a under, laid on Tabic, 18.
Amended Regulation No. 72, and Amended Perms Nos. 20, 46, and S3, under, laid on Table, 18. 
Amended Regulations Nos. 53, 56, 152, 156, under, laid on Table, 18.
Amended Forms Nos. 7 and 50, under, laid on Table, 18.
Amended Regulation No. 37, under, laid on Tabic, 147.
Notification of amendment of Regulation No. 35 and Amended Regulations Nos. 1G5 and 170, laid 

on Table, 316.
Amended Regulation No. 15C, laid on Table, 331.
Amended Regulation No. 324, laid on Table, 331.

Relief to the various Occupants of Land in the Colony: —
Motion made (Jlfr. Lyne) in favour of Government granting, and negatived, 99.

Selection by Arthur Jeffuiks, Land District of Demiliquin :—
Motion made (Ifr. Chanter) for papers, 134; Return to Order laid on Table, 324.

Survey of Lands—Contingencies—Land Agents, Appraisers, &c., Contingencies :—
Minute of Eiecutive Council transferring from one head of scrrice to another, laid on Table, 103. 

Notification of withdrawal from: lease under Act of 187* fop. Settlement by other 
Holdings of certain Lands, laid on Table;—

From Canal ly leasehold area, 24 ■
From Ulumburelia leasehold area, 24.
From West Mandnmah leasehold area, 2 4. '
From Derribong leasehold area, 24.
From Burburgate leasehold area, 24.
From Bartley's Creek leasehold area, 24.
From Gunningbland leasehold area, 24.
Prom Narromino leasehold area, 114.

5
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GROWN LANDS (cmltmtid)
Notification of avithdhaaval fhom lease uneeb Act of 1875 fob Shttlemest bv otueb

nOLDlNGS OF CKHTAIN LANDS, LAID OK TABLE (continued) : —
ITom Burroirivy leasehold area, ISi.
From Mullah leasehold area, 134-.
From Condobolin leasehold area, 134.
From Bygaloree leascliold area, 24.
From Deniliquin leasehold area. 24.
From Goobang leasehold area, 24.
From Egelabra leasehold area, 100.
F'rom Ellengerah leasehold area, 190.
From Gillcndoon leasehold area, 211.
From Boyd leasehold area, 211.
From Ariah leasehold area, 211.
From Tapio leasehold area, 241.
From Bulgandraminc leasehold area, 241.
From Ghumiugbar leasehold area, 284.
From The Troffs leasehold area, 284.
F'rom Tanbombuugan leasehold area, 284.
From Brue Plains leasehold area, 337.
F'rom Spicer’s Creek leasehold area, 337.
From Euroka leasehold area, 392.
From Burrawang leasehold area, 426.
From Wolbcndungah leasehold area, 426.

Conditional Fueciiase of John Roche Abdill :—
Petition presented from John Roeho Ardill, complaining of the administration of ihe Land Law in

reference to, and asking for relief, 23......................................................................................... 3
Homestead Leases in Names of W. Bbadf, sknioe, Ann E. Morkif, and W. Bhadt,

J UNI OB, WlLCANNIA DlSTBICT i—
Motion made (Mr. Copeland) for papers, 32; Return lo Order, laid on Table, 59........................ 3

Application of John Fixneban fob Lease op Water Kesebve, County op Asueubniiaai :— 
Motion made (Dr. Ross) for papers, 51; Return to Order, laid on Table, 279.

Application op John Lysteb fob an Obiqinal Conditional Pujichase, County of 
Ashbuenham ;—

Motion made (Dr. Ross) for papers, 51; Return to Order, laid on Table, 250 
Tbayblling Stock and Camping Reserves, Wagga Waoga Land DisrittcT:—

Motion made (Mr. Qormli/) for evidence of Land Board on application of Stock Branch to have 
Reserve 1,370 and Reserve 75, Parish of Rowan, proclaimed, 52 ; Return to Order, laid on1 
Table, 256,

Consolidation of the Land Laws :—
Motion made (ilfr. Carruihers) for Select Committee, 53 ; resignation of Mr, Copeland from and 

name discharged, 69 ; Draft Bill laid ou Table during Session of 1S96 referred to Committee.
181j Report brought up, 436 .................................. ................................................................ 3

Rebummion ot Waldeon’s Selection at Yalgogbin 
Motion made (Mr. Derry) for papers, 59; Return to Order, laid on Table, 91.

Exchange ot Land, Cuppacumbalong Run, Queanbeyan District:—
Motion made (Mr. Q*Sullivan) for Select Committee, 61; Report brought up, 155 .................. .
Petition presented from James Orr for leave to appear before Committee, 91................................ |

Exchange ot Land on Yanga Station, near Baleanald ! »
Motion made (Jlfr. Chanter) for papers, 177 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 331 .....................  ,

Conditional Puechase ly George Vincent in the District op Gundagai :— ! ]
Motion made (Mr. Travers Jones) for Select Committee, 274 ; Report brought up, 301 .............> J

Town Allotments, East Molong:—
Adjournment moved (Dr, Row) in reference to leasing and the fencing in of the streets, and 

negatived, 296.
Retusal of Transfers of Conditional Purchases to Married Women:—

Motion made (Mr. JJerry) for papers in reference to issue of circular to Crown Lands Agents, 331, 
Homestead Selection 97-1 by Feedkeick William Tilsb and by William Simpson:—

Rotiee of intention to declare, under section 44 of Act 58 Vic. No. 18, that they shall erase to be 
voidable, laid on Table, 377. "

Ownership ot Trundle Dam :—
Motion made (Jlfr, Thomas Broion) for papers relating to,r377.

Land Statistics—Cosfoed Population Area:— ’
Motion made (Mr. Wheeler) for return, 378.
Return to Order, laid on Table, 491.

Ryan’s and Daly’s Conditional Purchases, Parish op Ybthoime, County of Roxburgh:— 
Motion made (Mr. Keild) for papers, 399 ; Return to Order laid on Table, 517- 

Annual Lease of Owen McCosees, Copes Cbeek :—
Motion made (Mr. Moore) for adoption of report (Newton 1896) from Select Committee, 410. 

Improvement Leases on Toorale and Dunlop Resumed Areas :—
Return respecting, laid on Table, 517.

Improvement Leases at Jervis Bay :—
Return respecting, laid on Table, 517.

Alleged Dummying of Homestead Leases in Wii.cannia District :—
Adjournment moved (Jlfr. SI rath) in reference to,rand negatived, 518.

CROWN LANDS BILL:—
Motion made (Mr. Carruthers) for leave to bring in, preaented and read 1° 235; read 2* com

mitted, reported with amendments, report adopted, 243; Motion made (Mr. Carruthers) to 
take 3° as matter of urgency before other business—Point of Order, That motion was not 
authorised by Standing Order No. 395, and was irregular, ruled against by Mr. Speaker; 
motion agreed to; Motion made (Mr. Carruthers) for suspension of Standing Orders—Point 
of Order, That Standing Order No. 395 did not authorise suspension of the Standing Orders 
for any particular stated business, and motion was irregular, Mr. Speaker declined to rule and 
left the matter to the House; motion passed. Bill read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 256-7; 
returned with amendments, 598; Council’s amendments disagreed to, 510; Message to 
Council, 511.

CROWN LANDS CONSOLIDATION BILL:—
Motion made {Mr. Carruthers) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 471; Order of the 

Day postponed, 483,
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CROWN SUITS (See “CLAIMS AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT AND CROWN SUITS
J3ILTj ,:r}.

CROW'S NEST ROAD (See “ALIGNMENT OF CROW'S NEST ROAD, NORTH SYDNEY1 
CUDGEGONG (Sec “BOROUGH OF CUDGEGONG CAT1LE SALE-YARDS BILL”) 
CUPPACUMBALONG RUN (Sec “CROWN LANDS”), !

CUSTOMS (SUGAR DRAWBACKS) BILL:—
Message from Governor 32.

CUSTOMS DUTIES ACT OF 1805:— '
Adjournment moved (Mr. Lyoe) in reference lo Tariff provisions, 162 

CUSTOMS (See “CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT BILL”). 
CUSTOMS (COMMISSIONERS') BILL:-- 

Message from Governor) 302.

I

D
DAIRYING INDUSTRY

Report of the Public Service Board respecting Appointment of an Export, iaid on Table 300 
DARLING RIVER (See al.-o “LOCKS AND WEIRS”; also “ WEIRS '

Adjournment moved (Mr. tyeaUi) In reference (o snagging of, and negatived, 243 
DAWSON, RACHEL (Pee “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”)
DAY LABOUR (Sec nLo “GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE”)

Rahway Deviations .-

Motion made (3,Tr. MvGown} for Select Commilieo in reference to Contraela for Publio Works . 
amendment moved (Air, loaw.y) to confine inquirj to Eailiviiy Deviations, and agreed to* 
furl her amendment moved {'Mr. Garrard) to substitute oilier names for those on the Com
mittee ami agreed to; motion as amended agreed to, 171 ; Report from Select Committee
brought up, old .....................................................................................................

COSSTKUCTION OV TKIEPUOSK TchXBIfl----  ' ............................................

Alotion made {Mr. J.yne) for Select Cominilteo, 171. Progress Report brought up........................
1>etlt21!) frf,m jirtImr MtCrediefor leuve to appear before Select Comiliittec'

n., pno'ontcd i'rem George McCredic for leave to appear before Select Gommiilec, 241
DERIS (See “CONTRACTORS’ DEBTS BILL”; also “SMALL DEBTS RECOVERS 

AMENDMENT BILL’).
DEEDS (See “REGISTRATION OF DEEDS BILL'’). ■
DEEP CREEK (See “BRIDGES 
DEEPWATER (See “ POLICE ”).
DEEPWATER CREEK:-

AppttrATioNS for Compensation' from ciktain Lakd-owkeiis, Upmakua i—

Motion made (A/r. JllcFarI/ine) for papers, 01; Return to Order, laid on Table 256 
DENILIQUIN LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS”)
DENTISTS BILL

<1RY AC1

Slessogc from Coniieil requesting Assembly to proceed with, under 20dth Standing Order, 115 
Order ot the Day postponed, 147, 181, 211, 221), 256, 289, 327, 341 370 400 410 ’ ’

DEPUTY SPEAKER (See “ SPEAKER1 ). .
DERRIBONG LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS”)
DESPATCHES

Laid on Tauli: : —
Intercolonial Copyriglil, Convention of Hih Scptcmbor, IS8I1 49.

DISEASES IN SHEEP ACT- —
Motion made (Mr. Uni/ex) for Return of Rceeipts under,for hist ten vears 114- Return to Order

laid on Table, 1 GO ........................ ' '
D1SOIU3ER ........................................ ....................................

Mr. E M. Clark having interjected certain disorderly words during the debate on the Afotion 
for Adjournment, relative to the administration of the National Art.Gallery, was, bv direction 
of Mr. Speaker, removed from the Chamber by the Sergeant-at-Arms; ami Mr.-Copeland 
having withdrawn certain words u=ed lv him, and apologiafd to the House, Mr. Clark was 
readmitted and withdrew the disorder!v language and apologised 2/9 'DISTILLATION BILL " 6 i = >

Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion (Mr. GouM), read lo,401 ; read 2°, committed, 
reported without, amendment, report adopted, read 3°, passed, and returned to Council, 452 ■ 
Assent reported, 493. ’ ’

DISTRICT COURTS ACT OF 1858:—
Annual returns under 103rd section, laid on Table, 32. '

DIVISIONS
Attendance of Members in, and Connts-out (Seswono! JPapir) 

In tiii: Hocse : —
Speaker gives Casting Yolo, £74.
No Tellers in, 110,
Printing Committee, 13
Business Days (Scsmcwal Unler), 10.
Suspension ot Standing Orders (Hryency), 37.
Ways and Means, 37.
City end Norlh Sydney Railway Bill, 43, 348.
Public Works Act Fuither Amendment Bill, 43. ’
Totalirator Bill, 51, 291 (!).
Consolidation of ihe Land Laws (Select Committee), 53.
Australasian Federal ion (Representatives’ Allowsnee) Bill, 54, 135.
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia—Dralt Bill—Dissent from Mr. Speaker's ruling 72 
Opening of Zoological Gardens on Sundays, 9G(>).
Minislerial Election Bill, 109.
Postponement of Order of the Day, 141, 156, 220 
Limitation of Speeches (Standing’Order), 147.
Field of Mare Resumption Repeal Bill, 156, 157.
Additions and alterations to the Government Printing Ofliee, 157.
Tariff Provisions of the Customs Duties Act of 1895 (Adjournment), 162.
Second Motion of Adjournment of House under 49th Standing Order be entertained, 169, 518.
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DIVISIONS (continued):—

Is the House (continued) :—
Extension of Baibray into City—Beference to Public Works Committee, 1?0. 
liiihvjiy from Morcc to Invorell, 178. .
Franchise Extension Bill, 181.
Balloting for Select Committees—Standing Order, 198.
Law Practitioners Bill, 215, 289, 290.
■Adjournment, 229, 274, 328.
Small Debts Recovery Act Amendment Bill, 249.
Crown Lands Bill—Urgency, 25G.
Moree to Inverell Railway Bill (No. 2), 267, 268, 280.
Nurses and Female Attendants in Hospitals and Asylums, 273(5).
Government Railways Act Amendment Bill, 273, 274.
Liquor Traffic Local Option Bill, 280. .
Women’s Franchise Bill, 234.
Licensing Acts Amendment Bill, 286.
Land aad Income Tax (Amendment) Bill, 296, 301, 302.
Case of Rachel Dawson (Adjournment), 301; (Urgcnci/) 457 (’J.
Australasian Federation Enabling Act Amendment Bill (No. 2), 308.
Water Conservation Department, 309.
Pyrmont Bridge Bill, 324.
Coiistruction of Railways through Privafe Land, 328.
Government Contracts, 328.
Rulings of Speaker—Standing Order, 337.
Australasian Federation Enabling Act Amendment Bill, 342, 371.
North Shore Bridge Bill, 347.
Sydney and North Sydney Bridge and Tramway Bill, 347.
City and North Sydney Tunnel-Koadway Bill, 318.
Collision between the "Sol ” and " Alathea” steamers, 357.
Vote of Censure—Lucknow Strike, 385.
Special Adjournment, 392.
Besolutions from Committee of Ways and Means, 395.
Joint Stock Companies Arrangement (Continuation) Bill, 493, 472 (2).
Annual Lease of Owen McCosker, Cope’s Creek, 4'10.
Government Coal Mines, 410.
Case of Thomas Buckley—Publio Works Department, 418.
Land and Income Tax (Amendment) Bill (No, 2), 427 (J), 428.
International Patents and Trade Marks Arrangements Bill, 435.
Native Flora Bill, 430, 437- '
Glebe Island Bridge, 441, 484 (’), 4S5 (*).
Port Kembla Harbour Bill, 460 (!), 474, 481, 482.
Supply (House to go into Committee), 460.
Social Condition of the Working Classes, 471.
Probate Duties Bill, 432, 497.
Australian Legal Professions Federation Bill, 486, 512 (*).
Primitive Methodist Church Property Bill, 493.
Slamp Duties (Amendment) Bill, 497.
Sunday Trading Bill, 611. '
Railway from Warren to Coonamble, 519.
Railway from Maitland to Taree, 519.
.Railway from Rose kill to Dural, 520.
Harbour Works at Tweed Biver, 520.
Harbour Works at Bellinger River, 620, 521.
Harbour Works at Nambuccra River, 521.
Harbour Works at Macleay Biver, 521.
Harbour Works at Hastings Biver, 622.
Harbour Works at Manning Biver, 522.
Weirs on the Biver Darling, between Bourkc and Wilcannia, 522. |

Cailed foe, IS- IIouaE, asd osly names oe Misoeiti egcobded, under Standing- Order 
No. 213:— .

Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia—Draft Bill, 53.
Field of Mars Besumption Bepeal Bill, 157.
Balloting far Select Committees—Standing Order, 198.
Moree to Inverell Eailway Bill (No. 2), 281 (!).
Government Bead, Hosolle, Balmain, 317.
Glebe Island Bridge Bill, 485.

In Committee of tee Whole :—
Weekly Reports of, 1 to 20 ................................................................................................................ 1
That Chairman leave the Chair, 560.
That Chairman leave the Chair and report a Point of Order, 655.
That Chairman leave the Chair and report progress, 559. _ _
That Chairman leave the Chair, report progress, and ask leave to sit again on future day, 572, 581.
I hat an Honorable Member be not further hoard, 606. .
Australasian Federation Enabling Act Amendment Bill, 538 (5). .
Australasian Federation (Representatives’ Allowance) Bill (Resolution), 544.
Appropriation Bill, 607.
Church and School Lands Bill, 545, 646 (s).
City and North Sydney Bnilway Bill (as amended and agreed, to in Select Committee), 611.
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia—Draft Bill, ool, 552 f3), 553, 554 ^2), 555 (3),

556 (s), 557 (s), 558, 561 p), 562 (=), 563, 5G5, 566 (!), 567 (!), 568, 569 (s), 573 (;).
Field of Mars Besumption Bepeal Bill, 549.
Glebe Island Bridge Bill, 608.
Hunter District Water and Sewerage Act Amendment Bill (consideration of Legislative Council’s 

Message), 582,
Immigration Bcstriction Bill, 602 (’).
Joint Stock Companies Arrangement (Continuation) Bill, 605.
Lind and Inmme Tax (Amendment) Bill (Resolution), 577, 578.

' Land and Income Tax (Amendment) Bill, 579.
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DIVISIONS (coni;nutd) •—
In Comitittek ok the Wnoi.B (continued):—

Law Praelitionera Bill, 559 (!), 560.
Licensing Acts Amendment Bill, 578 (!).
Liquor Traffic Local Option Bill (Beiolution), 581, 584 (2J, 585 (2).
Nitive Llora Protection Bill, 601.
Pharmacy Bill (Legislative Council’s amendments). 5i7.
Port Keinbla Harbour Bill CResolution), 583.
Port Kembla Harbour Bill, GOG l2), C07.
Primitive Methodist Church Property Bill (Co«ati7 Bill), G09, 610.
I’robate Bill, 608. _
Public Wnrlss Act Purthcr Amendment Bill, 543, 544.
Small Debts Eceovery Act Amendment Bill, 571, 572 l1).
Usury Limitatun Bill, 587. '

Supply*:— _ .
That an Honorable Member bo not further heard, 591.
Vote of Credit, 541,542.
General Estimates for 1897-8—■

Chief Secretary, 589 (!), ,
Auditor-General, 690.
Police, 590,
Lunacy, 590, 591.
Agent-General for the Colony, 691 {’), 592,
Chief Secretary—Miscellaneous Services, 592.
Treasury, 592, 593,
Stamp Duties, 593.
Customs, 593.
Board of Health, 591.
Labour and Industry Branch, 505.
Grants in aid of Public Institutions, 596 (a).
Department of Mines—Miscellaneous Services, 597.
Military Secretary, 597.
Permanent and Volunteer Military Eorees, 593 (2). 1
Hallways and Tramways—Working Expenses, 598.
Public Works—Establishment, 599. j

Loan Estimates— !
Permanent nud lleproduclivc Works, 603 (*).

DRAINAGE
Uomebusk Creek and Iron Cove Creek Extension Sronii-WATEE Channel :—

By-laws under the Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Act Extension Act, Lid on Table, 17. 
Willoughby Falls Creek, Cauudninq Cove Drain, Iron Cove Creek, Ashfield, Buuwood, 

Enfield, and Cantekiiuky Drains:—
By-laws under the Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Act Extension Act, laid on Table, 17. ■

Shea's Creek Canal: —
Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, laid on Table, 17. 

RrsHCuiTER’s Crefk Drain:—
By-law under the Metropolitan Waterand Sewerage Act Extension Act of 1894, laid on Table,95. 

PetkEtsiiaai Branch, Leichhardt Branch, and Shith-st. Branch op the Long Cote Stohxi- 
w ate it Channel :—

Beport of completion, laid on Table, 95.
PiPE-SKWKRS AND SrORAC-WATEtt DRAINS AT NORTH SYDNEY AND OP THE EASTON PARK

Channel:—
Report of completion, laid on Table, 140.

Aqueducts at Johnston’s Creek, White’s Creek, and across Sewage Farm :—
Report on the conditions of, laid on Table, 229.

Western Suburbs of Sydney: —
Notification of icsumption of land, under Public Works Act, kid on Table, 331, 341.

DRAKE (Sea ‘'POSTAL”; also, ‘‘TELEGRAPHS’’).
DliliBGE SERVICE:—

Regulation, laid on Table, 17, 392.
Minute of the Executive Council transferring Vote from Roads and Bridges and Harbours and 

Rivers to supplement Vote for, laid on Table 163.
DROUGHT IN COLONY :—

Adjournment moved (J/r, Bose) in reference to distress in drought-stricken parts of Colony, and 
negatived, 59.

Return by Government Astronomer respecting, laid on Table, 84.
DUNLOP RESUMED AREA (See “CROWN LANDS”).
DURAL (Sec “RAILWAYS”).

E
EAST MOLONG (See “CROWN LANDS”).
EASTON PARK (See “DRAINAGE”).
EDUCATION (See also “PUBLIC INSTRUCTION (NEWCASTLE TECHNICAL COLLEGE)

BILL” ; also "PUBLIC INSTRUCTION ACT AMENDMENT BILL ”) :—
Report of Minister for 1896, laid on Tabic, 84.................................................................................. 3 1

University of Sydney:—
Report for 1896, kid on Table, 24 .....................................................................................................
By-laws, laid on Table, 134.

Land for Public School Pubfoses:—
Notification of resumptions under the Public Works Act, laid on Table, 24, 69, 279, 517.

MuhruhituKHAir Free Public Library:—
By-law, kid on Table, 24. 1
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EDUCATION (continued) ■ —
Public School Tbachehs

Regulations under the Public Service Act of 1895, laid on Table, 25.
Sydney Gjuyiyiab School:—

Report for 189G, laid on Table, 190.....................................................................................................
Nautical s s. “ Sobraon ” —

Report for year ended 30th April, 189?, laid on Table, 331..............................................................
Return showing namee and rant of persons employed on board, laid on 'Table, 356.

Fuuiic School Cadet Goitre:— '
Return respecting, laid on Table, 356 , , ... ...

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES BILL '
Motion made (iilr. Sc/iei/) for Lave to bring in, 362 ; presented, and read 1°, 3?] ; Order of the 

Day postponed, 3S5, 419, 402.
EQ-ELABRA LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS’)
EIGHT HOURS BILL:—

Motion made (Mr, Schey) for leave to procced.with, under the 295th Standing Order, 50; Order 
of the Dav postponed, 72, 340, 357, 400.

ELECTIONS AND"QUALIFTCATI0NS (See “ELECTORAL ”).
ELECTORAL (Sec also “MINISTERIAL ELECTION BILL”; also “PARLIAMENTARY ELEC

TORATES AND ELECTIONS ACT AMENDMENT ACT, 1896”; also " FRANOUTSE 
EXTENSION BILL”; also “SHEEP DIRECTORS ELECTION BILL”; also “WOMEN’S 
FRANCHISE BILL"):—

Eductions and (Jhaiifications Committee :—
Speaker’s Warrant, laid on Table, 7 ; maturity reported, 33 ; Members sworn, 33\‘), SSf*), 42{!), 

52.
Australasian Fedeua'i ion Enabling! Act, 1S95:—

Return of Votes polled at Election, 4 March, 1897, laid on Table, 49 ...........................................
Women'sUFranchibk :—

Petition presented from Residents of New South Wales in favour of, 456, 491 .............................
ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH ACT:—

Amended Regulations and Rates, laid on Table. 24.
ELLENGERAII LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS ’).
EMMAVTLLE (See “POLICE’).
EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY BILL;-

Keeched from Legislative Council and, on motion {1/r Gwlrf).read 1°, 401; rend 2°, committed, 
reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, passed, and reiumed to Council, 432; 
Assent reported, 493.

EMU GRAVEL AND ROAD-METAL COMPANY'S TRAMWAY BILL:—
Received from Legislative Council and. on motion (Mr, GarrarO), read 1°, 72 ; Order 6f the Day 

postponed, 84,181, 435.
INFIELD (See “DRAINAGE”).
ENTERTAINMENTS (See “PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENTS BILL”).
ENTRY ON PRIVATE LAND BILL:-

Message from Governor, 353 ; Motion made (Mr. Young) for Committee of the Whole, 353 ; 
Order of the Day discharged, 378.

Message from Governor, 392; motion made (Jfr. Young) for Committee of the Whole, 393; 
House in Committee, resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 42] ; read 2°, com
mitted, reported with an amendment, 449; report adopted, read 3°, passed, and scut to 
Council, 458

EQUITABLE PROCESS (See “SERVICE OF EQUITABLE PROCESS BILL ’).
ESTIMATES (See “ FINANCE ").
EUABALONG (Sse "RAILWAYS’1).
EUROICA LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS”).
EVANS, MR. A. F. (See “ CIVIL SERVICE ”).
EXPLANATORY ABSTRACTS

Of sums established and voted for the services of the year IS97-8 and previous years .................

3
185

189

3 207

2 457

1 869,871

i
!

2 915

F
FACTORIES AND SHOPS BILL: —

Assent to (Session 1896) reported, 3.
FEDERATION (See “AUSTRALASIAN FEDERATION”; also “AUSTRALASIAN FEDERA

TION (REPRESENT AITVEN ALLOWANCE) BILL”; tiDo “ A USTRA LA SIAN FEDER
ATION ENABLING ACT AMENDMENT BILL", also “CONSTITUTION OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA—DRAFT BILL”; also “AUSTRALASIAN 
FEDERATION ENABLING ACT AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)”).

FERRIES
Menindie : —

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, hud on Table, 17.
FIELD OF MARS RESUMPTION REPEAL BILL

Motion made (Mr, Carrulhers) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 116 ; read 2°, com- 
mitled, reported with an amendment, Report adopted, 156-7; read 3°, pass:d, and cent to 
Council, 186 ; returned without amendment, 220; Assent, reported, 242.

FINANCE (See “APPROPRIATION BILL”; also “LOAN BILL”, also “LAND AND INCOME 
TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL”; also “CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND BILL”; 
also “STAMP DUTIES (AMENDMENT! BILL”; also CONSOLIDATED REVENUE 
FUND BILL (No. 2)”; a’so “STAMP DUTIES BILL”; also “STAMP DUTIES 
(AMENDMENT) BILL”; also “PROBATE DUTIES BILL”; also “ LOAN BILL”; 
also “CONSOLIDATED REVENUE (MUNICIPAL GRANT) BILL ”

Rkokjpis ayd Expenditure of the Consolidated Revenue :—
Colonial Treasurer’s Statement for year ended 30th June, 1896, together with Auditor-General’s

Report thereon, laid on Table, 7 ....................................................................
Minute op Executive Council:—

Speaker lays on Table copv of, authorising transfer of amount from one head of Service to supple
ment another, 7 (*), S7 0s), 163 (*), 183 (s), 196 (2) ..................................................................

Estimated Rf venue and Expenditure :—
Account of, for 1896-7, laid on 'Table, 19 .........................................................................................

2

2

473

1221

1187
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FINANCE (continued) :—
Estimates :—

Message No. 49. recommending Estimates of Espenditnro for the year 1897-8 and payments from
Treasurer’s Advance Account for 1896--7, laid on Table, 353 ..............................

Schedule to Estimates for 1897-8, laid on Table, 392 ........................................................
Schedules A to E. Estimates, 1897-8. Public Works Department, laid on Tabls, 409 ,
Schedule to Military allowances for 1897-8, laid on Table, 399 .........................................
Message No. Go, recommending Loan Estimates for 1897-3, laid on Table, 430 ..........
Message No. 70, recommending Additional Loan Estimate for 1S97-8, laid on Table, 45G
Message No. 77, recommending Additional Estimates for 1897-8, 4S0 .............................

Explanatory Abstracts of sums estimated and voted for the services of the year 1897-8, and,
previous year .......................................................................................................................................

Corporation of the City of Sydney :—
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for 1896, laid on Table, 21 ................................................

Govf.enhint Savings Bank:—
Statement of Accounts for year 1896, laid on Table, 24 .................................... .............................

Trust Moneys Deposit Account

Statement from 1st April, 1896, to 31st March, 1897, laid on Table, 25............................................
Treasurer’s Advance Account:—

Statement of payments made for October, 1896, laid on Table, 25

VOL.

Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do

- 2

J

Return to Order,

November, 1896, laid on Table, 25................
December, 1896, laid on Table, 25....... ! ....
January, 1897, laid on Table, 25 ................
February, 1897, laid on Table, 25................
March, 1897, laid on Table, 23 ....................
April, 1897, laid on Table, 42........................
May, 1897, laid on Table, 126.......................
June, 1897, laid on Table, 211 ....................
July, 1897, laid on Tabic, 284 .....................
August, 1897, laid on Table, 331 ................
September, 1897, laid on Table, 353 ...........
October, 1897, laid on Table, 409 ................

Vote por Roads and Bridges, 1896-7:—
Motion made (Mr. Frank FarneU) for return showing expenditure, 52.

Vote for Unclassified Roads for 1897-8:—
Motion made (Mr. Frank FarneU) for return in reference to allotment, 316

laid on Table, 341 ........................................................ ................................................
Expenditure from Votes fob 1896-7 on Works Undertakes in 1895-6:—

Motion made (Mr, Wood) for return, 71; Return to Order, laid on Table, 205 .
Committee of the Adelaide Federal Convention :—

Motion made (Mr. Scheg) that leave be given to William McMillan, Esquire, M.P., to lay on 
Table, papers on Financial proposals, and Debate adjourned, 229; Order of the Day postponed, 
236, 242, 256, 272, 300; Order of the Day discharged, 380.

Banking, Land, Building, and Investment Companies :—
General Abstracts of Liabilities and Assets for quarter ended 30th September, 1896, laid on 

Table, 24.
General Abstracts of Liabilities and Assets for quarter ended 31st December, 1896, laid on 

Table, 71. '
General Abstracts of Liabilities and Assets for quarter ended 3lst March, 1897, laid on Table, 71. 
General Abstracts of Inabilities and Assets for quarter ended 30th June, 1897, laid on Tabic, 289, 
General Abstract of Liabilities and Assets for quarter ended 30th September, 1897, laid on 

Table, 445.
Bank Liabilities and Assets :—

General Abstract of, for quarter ended Slsfc December, 1896, laid on Table, 71.
General Abstract of, for quarter ended 31st March, 1897, laid on Table, 71.
General Abstract of, for quarter ended 30th June, 1897, laid on Table, 289.
General Abstract for quarter ended 30th September, 1897, laid on Table, 440.

Finances of the Colony:—
Return respecting, laid on Table, 356 ........................................................................................................

Inscribed Stock Act of 1883 :— -
Fourteenth Animal Report, laid on Table, 331 ........................................................................................

Supply:—
Motion made (Mr. Seid) for House to go into Committee, 12.
House in Committee (Financial Statement), 19, 32, 36, 354, 378, 403, 420, 428, 448, 460, 498. 
Resolutions reported, 86, 354, 378, 428 (los), 461 (=’), 493.
Resolutions agreed to, 37, 354, 378, 432 (l0J), 463 (S7), 498.

Ways and Means :—
Motion made (Mr. Reid) for House to go into Committee, 12.
House in Committee, 37, (Financial Statement) 354, 364 (-), 368, 378, 379, 393, 432, 463, 498. 
Resolutions reported, 37, 379, (Taxation) 393 (s), 432 (2), (Tar at ion) 463 (*), 498.
Resolutions agreed to, 37, 379, (Taxation) 395 (’)> 432 (2), (IVrsre/roji) 465 (*), 498.
Estimates for 1897-8, Inid on Table, 354 ................................................................................................

Balances to Credit ok Government in Banks :—
Statement showing, on 6th December, 1897, laid on Table, 491.........................................................

FINANCIAL STATEMENT (See “FINANCE").
FJNNERAN, JOHN (See "CROWN LANDS").
FIRE BRIGADES

Report of Sydney Board for 1896, laid on Table, 219 ..........................................................................
Eleventh Annual Report of Goulbum Board, laid on Table, 24.
First Annual Beport of Moss Vale Board, laid on Table, 24.
Report of Wollongong Board for year ended March, 1897, laid on Table, 147.
Regulations of Orange Board, laid on Table, 346.

FISHERIES
Report of Commissioners for 1895, laid on Table, 324............................... ........................................
Report of Commissionors for 1896, laid on Table, 324 .........................................................................

FISHERIES BILL
Motion made (Jfr. Franker) for leave to proceed with, under the 295th Standing Order, 53; Order 

of the Day for 2° postponed, 450; read 2°, committed, 474.
FLOOD MRS. (See “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE").
FLOOD BREVENTTON:—

Departmental Reports respecting, in Hunter River, laid on Table, 114...

713, 891 
1027 
1139 
1179 
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F
PLOBA (See “NATIVE FLOBA PROTECTION BILL”).
FORESTS AND QUARRIES BILL

Jlotion made {Mr. Sydney Smith) for the Committee of the Whole, ISil; Order of the Bay post
poned, 141, 450,' 492.

FORMS (See “CROWN LANDS”; also “ NEWCASTLE PASTURA&E ACTS AMENDMENT 
BILL ”).

FOWLER, SIR JOHN...
Motion made {Mr. McGowen) for return showing amounts paid to since 1886, 378; Return to 

Order, laid on Table, 445.
FRAMPTON (See “RAILWAYS”).
FRANCHISE (See t[MUNICIPALITIES FRANCHISE EXTENSION BILL”; also “WOMEN’S 

FRANCHISE BILL”; also “ELECTORAL”).
FRANCHISE EXTENSION BILL

Motion made {Mr. Keiid) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 26; Motion made {Mr. 
Xeild) for 2°, Poinf of Order—That Bill involved expenditure and required a Message from 
the Governor—ruled against, Motion for 2° negatived, 181.

FREE CONFERENCE:—
Assembly requests Free Conference with Legislative Conneil on Public Roads Bill, and managers 

appointed, 85; Council agrees; names of Assembly’s managers called over, and Members 
proceed to Conference, return, and bring up Report, 118; Report agreed to, 141,

Assembly requests Free Conference with Legislative Council on the Hunter District Water and 
Sewerage Act Amendment Bill, and managers appointed, 332; Council agrees, 346; names 
of managers called over, and Members proceed to Conference, return, and bring up Report, 
364; Report agreed to, 305.

FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
By-laws of Mnrrumburrnh, laid on Table, 24,
Adjournment moved {Mr. Hogue) in reference to sale to Messrs. Angus and Robertson of boobs 

by the Trustees, and negatived, 221.
FRIENDLY SOCIETY’S BILL:—

Message from Governor, 447 ; Motion made {Mr. Brunker) for Committee of the Whole, 471; 
House in Committee, resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 486.

G
GAOLS (See also “PRISONERS’ GAOL REGULATION BILL”) :—

Report of Prisons Department for 1S96 laid on Table, 01 ............................................................... 3
Amended Regulations, laid on Table, 155,350, 399,

Admiitistbatios or teie I’kisovs Departjcent ;—
Minutes of the lato Under Secretary of Justice, dated 6th June, 1896, and I lie present Under

Secretary, dated 13th August, 1896, laid on Table, IS ............................................................... 3
ATsiiing Justices to Countey 

Regulation under Public Service Act of 1895, laid on Table, 25.
Chamber Magistrates attending atteb Ofeice Hours :—

Regulations under the Public Service Act of 1895, allowing charge to be made, laid on Table, 25, 
Contracts, Mitdgee Gaol asd Court-house :—

Adjournment moved {Mr. Robert Jones) in reference to report i;sued by Public Service Board, 
and negatived, 35.

-Gaol and Couet-jiouse at Mudgkk :—
Motion made {Mr. Robert Jones) for papers in reference to Contract, 67; Return to Order, laid oo 

Table, 248 ; Paper referred back to Printing Committee, 284.
GASLIGHT (See “MAITLAND GASLIGHT ACT AMENDMENT BILL”).
GENERAL POST OFFICE:—

Adjournment moved (Mr. Price) in reference to fractures in front elevation of General Post Office, 
and negatived, 236.

GEURIE (See “RAILWAYS”). '
GLEBE, THE (See "SEWERAGE”).
GLEBE ISLAND (See “ABATTOIRS”; also “BRIDGES”).
GLEBE ISLAND BRIDGE BILL:— '

Message from Governor, 447; Motion made (Mr. Young) for CommiUeo of the Whole, 458; 
House in Committee, resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 474 ; read 2°, com
mitted, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 
484-6; returned without amendment, 517.

GOLD (See “MINING”!.
GOLD AND ESCORT :—

Minute of Eiccutive Council authorising the transfer of Yote to supplemenlthe Vole to moot,
unforeseen expenses, laid on Table, 7 ......................................................................................... 2

GOOBANG LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS”).
GORDON (See "RAILWAYS”). ■
GOSFORD (See “CROWN LANDS”).
GOULBURN (See “FIRE BRIGADES”).
GOVERNOR (Sec also “MESSAGES”) :—

Proclamation by, opening Parliament, 1.
Message of, delivered by Usher of Black Rod, 1.
Opening Speech, 4 ; Address in Replv, 5, 12; Kopiy to Address, 15.

GOVERNMENT ARCHITECT :- '
Minute of Executive Council, authorising transfer of Vote from Roads and Bridges and Harbours 

and Rivers to supplement, laid on Table, 163.
Report of Mr. Vernon on his visit to England and the Continent, laid on Table, 419 .................. 7

GOVERNMENT COAL MINES :—
Motion made (Mr. Eddtn) in favour of securing sufficient to supply coal for their own require

ments, and negatired, 411.
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS

Motion made (Mr. Griffith) for full union wages in future, amendment moved to omit words, and 
debate adjourned, 329.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES (See “PUBLIC SERVICE").

1317

1383

1221

1105
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G
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFi'JCE

Eegulations under the Public Serviee Act of 1S05, laid on Table, 25. ‘
Minute of Exccutirc Council authorising transfer of Vote to “ Public Library," laid on Table, 87.

Additions and Im-RomtEKTS carkied out by Day Labour:—
Departmental Reports on, laid on Table. 43 ...................................................................................... )
Motion made {Mr. McLean) for Select Committee, and Rallot taken, motion agreed to, 157 ; leave f 5

given to make visits of inspection, 219; Progress Report brought up, 517 ............................. J
Dismissal op TEMronAitY Hasbs :— .

Motion made {Mr. McGoweti) for papers, 52 ; Return to Order laid on Table, 99......................... 2
GOVERNMENT SAVINGS DANK

Statement of Accounts for 1896, laid on Table, 24 ...........................................................................
GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS ACT AMENDMENT BILL:—

Motion made [Mr. Affleck) for leave to bring in, agreed to on casting vote cf Mr, Speaker, Bill ■ 
presented, and motion for 1° negatived, 273-4.

GRADES AND CURVES (See "RAILWAYS”).
GRAND JURY BILL:—

Motion made (Mr. Schri/) for leave to bring in, 51; presented and read 1°, 272 j Older of the 
Dav postponed, 279, 300, 341, 346, 353, 400, 492.

GRAYING DOCK (See "STOCKTON GRAVING-DOCK (LEASING) BILL”).
GREEN’S GUN YAH (See “RAILWAYS"). ■
GREENRIDGE (See “WHARVES”).
GRENFELL (See “MINING”; also “RAILWAY'S ”).
GROVES, Mr. (See " ROOKWOOD BOROUGH COUNCIL”).
GUIHEN, JAMES AND PATRICK (See “CROWN LANDS”).
OUNNEDAH (See “ TELEPHONES ”).
GUNNING BLAND LEASEHOLD AREA (Sec “CROWN LANDS"). .
GUNNINGBAR LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS").

801

SG5

1,375

H
HARBOURS (See " 1LLAWARRA HARBOUR AND LAND CORPORATION ACT FURTHER 

AMENDMENT BILL” ; also “PORT KEMBLA HARBOUR BILL”; also “1LLAWARRA 
HARBOUR AND LAND CORPORATION, LIMITED”):—

DEEr-wiTEn, at Poet Kkm m. a:—
Report of the Public Works Committee, laid on Table, 17................................................................
Motion made (Mr. Yount/') that work as recommended by Public Works Committee be carried 

out, 211.
Petition presented from Illawarra Harbour and Land Corporation (Limited) against, and praying

to be heard by Counsel at Bar of House in explanation, 185 ....................................................
Maoueay Hivint, New E.vtrascb :—

Notification of resumption of land under the Public Works Act, laid on Table, 440.
Woiiks at Maoluay Rivkh : —

Motion made (Air. Iohb^) to refer to Public Works Committee, 521.
Wollosgono :— ■

Statement respecting Arbitration Case, laid on Table, 4S0.
Correspondence referring to Trust and the Arbitration Case, Huugerford v. Trust, laid on Table, 48C 

Works at Tweed River:—
Motion made (Air. Ybittiff) to refer to Public Works Committee, 520.

Works at Belliyqkr River
Motion made (Air. Youn.t/) to refer to Public Works Committee, 520.

Works, Nambuccea River:— ■
Motion made (Mr. Young) to refer to Publio Works Committee, 521.

Works at Hastings River :—
Motion made (Mr. Young) to refer to Publio AVorks Committee, 621.

Works at Manning River
Motion made (Mr. Yount/) to refer to Public Works Committee, 521.

HASTINGS RIVER (See “ HARBOURS ”).
HAY IRRIGATION (AMENDMENT) BILL'

Assent to (Satfioti 189(1) reported, 2.
HAY IRRIGATION TRUST

Statements of Receipts and Expenditure for 1896, laid on Table, 32.................................................
HEALTH (See "PUBLIC HEALTH”; also "PUBLIC HEALTH BILL").
HEMS WORTH, GEORGE (See "MINING”).
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN (See "A DDRESSES ”).
HICKEY, MAURICE, (Sec“CIVIL SERVICE”).
HILL TOP (See " RAILWAYS ”).
HINES, PRISONER (See “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”).
HINDOOS :—

Return showing number in Tweed, Brunswick, Richmond, and Clarence River Districts, laid on
Table, 272 ..................................................................................................... ................................

HOMEBHSH CREEK (Sec 11 DRAINAGE ”).
HOME, COLONEL F, J, O.S.I., E.E. (See “IRRIGATION”; also "WATER SUPPLY”). 
HOMES PROTECTION BILL

Motion made (Mr. O'Sullivan) for leave to proceed with, under the 29Stli Standing Order, 52. 
HOMESTEAD LEASES (Sec "CROWN LANDS”).
HORTICULTURAL AND AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES:—

Motion made (Mr, Frank FarneU) for return of Special Grants and Subsidies for past twenty 
years, 400.

HOSPITALS:—
Coast :—

Report for year 1895, laid on Table, 491 .........................................................................................
Minute of the Executive Council authorising transfer of Vote from “Medical Adviser to the 

Government ” to supplement Contingent Vote for, laid on Table, 196.
Insane:—

Minute of the Executive Council authorising transfer of Vote from “Lunatic Patients" to 
supplement Contingent Vote for, laid on Table, 196,

7
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H
HOSPITALS (continued)

Nurses axd Teiiaie Attekdaets :—
Molaoa made (Afr. Griffith) in favour of regulating working hours in conformity with the eight- 

hour clauses of the Factories Act; amendment moved (Mr. Cotton) to apply principle where 
possible; amendment agreed to; motion, as amended, parsed, 273.

MuuOke :—
Report of Royal Commission in reference to case of Mary Beattie, laid on Table, 327 ................. 7

HUDSON BROTHERS ’
Adjournment moved (Mr. Nelson) relating to unsatisfactory treatment by Government in reference 

to contract for Steam Crane for Garden Island, and negatived, 510.
HUNGERF0R1) v. WOLLONGONG HARBOUR TRUST (See " HARBO LTRS”).
HUNTER DISTRICT WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE BOARD

Report of Royal Commission on management of, together with Minutes of Evidence and Appen
dices, laid on Table, 456 ............................................................................................................ 5

HUNTER DISTRICT WATER AND SEWERAGE ACT AMENDMENT BILL : —
Message from Governor, 11; Motion mode (Mr. Young) for Message to Council requesting that, 

be proceeded with, under 205th Standing Order, 18; Bill returned with amendments, 20S ; 
Council’s amendments agreed, disagreed to, and amended, 236; Message to Council, 243; 
Council insists on some of its amendments, and agrees to Assembly's amendments in new clause 
21, 279; Message considered in Committee, and progress reported, 32i; Message further 
considered in Committee, and Assembly insists on its disagreements and requests a Free Con
ference and appoints managers, 332; Conneil agrees to Conference, 346 ; Names of managers 
called over, and managers proceed to Conference, and being returned, brought up report, 364; 
Council insists on certain amendpents, but proposes further amendments, and insists on other 
amendments disagreed to by Assembly, 368; Assembly no longer insists upon its disagree
ments and agrees to Council’s further amendments, 395; Assent reported, 410.

HUNTER RIVER (See "FLOOD PREVENTION ”).
HYDE PARK, SYDNEY

Motion made (Mr, Neild) for Government Gazette Notices of Gth October, 1810, and other papers 
in reference to dedication, 197.

973

195

I

ILLAWARRA HARBOUR AND LAND CORPORATION ACT FURTHER AMENDMENT 
BILL :—

Petition presented (Mr. Hawthorne) for leave to bring in. 59; leave given, presented and read 
1°, 07. '

ILLAWARRA HiRBOUR AND LAND CORPORATION, LIMITED ;—
Motion made (Mr. Net Id) for papers relating to non-fulfilment of statutory obligations by, 229; 

Return to Order laid on Table, 392. '
ILLEGITIMACY DISABILITY REMOVAL BILL

Motion made (3£r. Neild) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 51 ; Order of the Day 
postponed, 190, 220, 225, 341, 346, 353, 357, 400.

IMMIGRATION RESTRICTION BILL
Motion made (Mr. licit}) for Committee of the Whole, 309; Message from Governor, 402; 

House in Committee, Resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 421; read 2°. 
committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, 442; read 3°, passed, and sent 
to Council, 445.

IMPORTED STOCK AC IS:—
Proclamation prohibiting the importation of cattle, camels, etc,, infected with the Cattle-tick or other 

disease, and prohibiting the introduction of any cattle, camels, &e., from certain points of 
Queensland, laid on Table, 409.

IMPROVEMENTS (See ‘‘CROWN LANDS").
INCOME TAX (See “LAND AND INCOME TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL’’; also “LAND AND 

INCOME TAX ASSESSMENT ACT OF 1895”; also “LAND AND INCOME TAX 
(AMENDMENT) BILL (No. 2”).

INDUSTRIES OF VICTORIA AND NEW SOUTH WALES: —
Comparative Statement bv the Victorian Statist, respecting number of hands employed, laid on

Table, 362 .............. .................................................................................................................... 7
INSANE (See “ASYLUMS”; also "HOSPITALS”).
INSCRIBED STOCK ACT OF 1883 : —

Fourteenth Annual Report, laid on Table, 331................................................................................... 2
INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT CONVENTION:—

Despatch respecting, of Gth September, 1886, laid on Toble, 49.
INTERNATIONAL PATENTS AND TRADE MARKS ARRANGEMENTS BILL :—

Motion made (Mi-. Griffith)) for leave to proceed with, under the 295th Standing Order, 95; read 2°, 
committed, reported with an amendment, Report adopted, 371; read 3°, passed, and sent to 
Council, 435-6; returned without amendment, 496.

INTERPRETATION BILL:— ■
Received from Council, and on motion (Mr. Gould) read 1”, 76; Read 2°, committed, reported 

without amendment, Report adopted, 124; read 3°, passed, and returned to Council, 127; 
Assent reported, 155.

INTERS UTTION

Of Business to report urgent Messages from Council, 117, 170.
INVERKLL (See "RAILWAYS”; also “ MOREE TO INVERELL RAILWAY BILL”; also 

"MORES TO INVERELL RAILWAY BILL, No. 2”).
IRON COVE CREEK (See “DRAINAGE”).
IRRIGATION (See also “HAY IRRIGATION (AMENDMENT) BILL”; also “HAY IRRIGA

TION TRUST”):—
Report, together with Plans, on the prospects of, and of Water Conservation, by Colonel F. J.

Home, O.S.I., Royal Engineers (retired), laid on Table, 341 ...... ................. ........................... 6
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EEFEEE1TCE9 TO TUB TOTES AND FBOCEEDINGB, TOL. I—17TH FARLUMBNT—SESSION 1897.
PAPERS ORDERED TO

BE PRINTED,

J
VOi.

JEFFHIE3, AETHUR (Seo “CROWN LANDS”).
JERVIS DAY LEASES (See “CROWN LANDS”).
.1 [FFEINS, STAFF-SERG-EANT W. (See “MILITARY”).
JOHNSTONE’S CREEK (See "DRAINAGE”).
JOINT STOCK COMPANIES ARRANGEMENT (CONTINUATION) BILL:—

Motion mude {Mr. QoM) for Heave to bring in, presented and read 1J, JOS ; Order of the Day 
postponed, 450; rcid 2°, coininitted, reported with an amendment, 459; recommitted, 
reported 2° with an amended Title, report adopted, read 8°, passed, and scut to Council, 4T2 ; 
returned without amendment, 490.

JOURNALS OF LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL:— _ ...
Motion made (Jfr. Xeild) for Select Committee to search, in relation to proceedings on Municipali

ties Act Amendment Bi!l, 192; Report brought up, 205.
JUBILEE (See “RECORD REIGN CELEBRATIONS").
JUDGES RELATIVES DISQUALIFICATION BILL:—

Motion made (Jfr. Griffith) to proceed with, rinder the 295th Standing Order, 147 ; Motion made 
for 2°, and House counted out, 372. '

JUNCTION MINE, BROKEN HILL (See “MINING”).
JURORS : —

Schedule of Allowances, laid on Table, 3CS.
JURY (See “GRAND JURY BILL”).
JUVENILE SMOKING SUPPRESSION BILL:— .

Motiou made {Dr, Ross) for leave to proceed with, under 295th Standing Order, 35; Motion mede 
for 2°, and House counted out, 1S1; Order of Day restored, 190; Order of the Day post
poned, 296.

K

KEMPSEY (Sec “BRIDGES”).
KENSINGTON RACECOURSE (See “CHURCH AND SCHOOL ESTATE'). 
KING, JOHN (See “TRAMWAYS”).
KOORAWATHA (Seo “RAILWAYS”).

L
LABOUR BUREAU:—

Report of, for year ended 30th June, 1897, laid on Table, 362 .....................
Petition presented {Mr, Cotton) against further matntcnancc of, 419 ...........

LAGOON CREEK (See “BRIDGES”).
LAKE MACQUARIE :—

Motion made (Jfr. IPflfiw) for return in reference to water frontages, 435. 
LAND AND INCOME TAX ASSESSMENT ACT OF 1895:—

Substituted Regulation No. 21 under, laid on Table, 25.
- Amended Regulations under, laid On Table, 25 (2).

Substituted Regulation No. 56 under, laid on Table, 25.
Regulation—Tables for calculation of valuea, laid on Table, 25.

LAND AND INCOME TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL: —
Assent to {Session 1S9G) reported, 3.

LAND AND INCOME TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL:— _ ,
Message from Governor, 257; Motion made (Jfr. Drunker) for Committee of the Whole, 2S0; 

House in Committee, resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 285; read 2°, com-j 
mitled, reported with amendments, 296; Motion passed to take remaining stages as matter of 
urgency and Standing Orders suspended, report from Committee adopted, read 3°, passed, and 
sent to Council, 301-2 ; returned with amendments—Speaker called attention to nature of 
amendments, and Bill laid aside, 303-4.

LAND AND INCOME TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL (No. 2) |
Motion made (Jfr. Reid) for Committee of the Whole, 399; Message from Governor, 402 

House in Committee, resolution reported. Bill presented and read 1°, 420; read 2°, Standing 
Orders suspended to pass through remaining stages this day, committed, reported with amend
ments, report adopted, read 3’, passed, and sent to Council, 427-S ; returned without amend
ment, 459 ; Assent reported, 492. .

LAND AND INCOME TAXES:— . . I
Adjournment, moved (Jfr. Affleck) in reference to administration of, by Commissioners ; Toint of 

Order—That dissuasion must be confined to subject of notice—upheld by Mr. Speaker; 
motion negatived, 190. _ I

Adjournment moved (Jfr, Affleck) in reference to administration of, by Commissioners, and 
negatived, 205.

Dhpartment :—
Motion made (Jfr. Crick) for return in reference to clerks employed in Department, 197 ; Return

to Order laid on Table, 279 ......................................................................................................... 2
LAND, BUILDING, AND INVESTMENT COMPANIES (See “BANKING, LAND, BUILDING, 

AND INVESTMENT COMPANIES").
LANDS FOR PUBLIC PURPOSES ACQUISITION ACT:— -

Abstract of Crown Lands resumed for Publio Cemeteries, laid on Table, 177-
LAND LAWS :— ...

Motion made (Jfr. Corra(Aeri) for Select Committee to report on Consolidation of, 53 j resigna
tion of Mr. Copeland from, and name discharged, 69 ; Draft Bill laid on Table during Session
of 1896 referred to Committee, 181; Report brought up, 456....................................................

LAW PRACTITIONERS BILL :—
Motion made (Jfr. Neild,) for leave to proceed with, under the 295th Standing Order, 26 ; Order 

of the Day postponed, 215; Bill read 2°, committed, reported'vith amendments, 215-6; Order 
of the Day postponed, 220, 225 ; on motion of Mr. Schey, report adopted, 24S ; Order of tlic\
Day postponed, 256, 206, 272, 279, 285 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 289-SO,

LEAD POISONING: - ... ...
Returns respecting in connection with Broken Hill Mines, laid on Table, 103................................ 3

LEE, CHARLES ALFRED, ESQUIRE, M.P.
Appointed by Mr. Speaker a Temporary Chairman of Committees for the Session, 7.

(
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LEGAL PROFESSIONS (See "AUSTRALIAN LEGAL PROFESSIONS FEDERATION BILL”) 
LEGAL PROFESSION AMALGAMATION BILL:—

Motion made (Mr. Schey) for leave to proceed with, under the 293th Standing Order, SO; Order 
of the Day postponed, 72, 29G, 383, 400.

LEMON, SAM, AND MISS LEMON (See "RAILWAYS").
LIBRARY COMMITTEE- 

Sessional Order appointing, passed, 13.
LICENSING (See also "LIQUOR TRAFFIC”! also “LIQUOR TRAFFIC LOCAL OPTION 

BILL”; also "SUNDAY TRADING BILL")
Convictions undee the Licensing Act:—

Return (in pari) to on Order (Session 1891-2), Inid on Table, 18.
Laws :—

Petitions presented against extension of hours of closing, Sunday traffic, and reduction of duty on 
spirits, and in favour of restrictions regarding travellers from Residents of Petersham, 35 ... A 

Petitions presented against Sunday selling from Residents of New South Wales, 95, 108, 114 (*}, f 7
122,146,180,352 ............................ ................................................... ....................... ........ ;...i)

Local Option Yotk :—
Comparative Return of resuits in Metropolitan Suburban Municipalities, taken in February, 1897,1

laid on Table, 12G ................................................................. . ,. .. 7
LICENSING ACTS AMENDMENT BILL:— ""

Motion made (Mr. Gould) for Committee of the Whole, 91 ; House in Committee, resolution 
agreed to, 192; Bill presented and read 1°, 215 ; read 2°, committed, reported with amend
ments and amended title, 286; Report adopted, 290 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 302; 
returned without amendment, 448; Assent reported, 470. j

LIENS ON WOOL AND STOCK MORTGAGES BILL:— 1
Motion made (Ifr. Lyne) for leave to proceed with, under the 29olh Standing Order, 26Order! 

of the Day postponed, 190. 211, 242, 266, 300.
LIFF, ASSURANCE (Sec "AMENDED LIFE ASSURANCE ENCOURAGEMENT BILL”). 
LIMITATION OF SPEECHES

Motion made (Mr. Schey) for instruction to Standing Orders Committee to frame nde, 147; Report
brought up, 295 ................................ I 1

LIQUOR TRAFFIC ...............................................................
Petitions presented in favour of Local Option without compensation from inhabitants of Penrith,

241, 272 ..................................................................... ........... 7
LIQUOR TRAFFIC LOCAL OPTION RILL:— ...... ..............

Message from Governor, 267; Motion made (Mr. Cook) for Committee of the Whole, 280; Order, 
of the Day postponed, 285, 296; House in Committee, Resolution reported, 337; Motiou 
made (Mr. Cook) for House to resolve itself into Committee—Point of Order, That Bill was 
not a Government measure, and should not come under operation of Standing Order No, 125—

. ruled against by Mr, Speaker, House in Committoo, 317 ; Order of the Day postponed, 450. 
Petition presented from public meeting, Centenary Hail, Sydney, in favour of passing as speedily

as possible, 300 ............................................................ (.................................. .. 7
LTSMORE, SOUTH (See "RAILWAYS”). ............................................
LITHGOW (See “BOROUGH OF LITHGOW VALIDATING BILL”; also “RAILWAYS”). 
LITHGOW CO-OPERATIVE COAL COMPANY RAILWAY BILL:—

Petition presented (Afr. Rogue) for leave to bring in, 362; leave given, 368; Bill presented and; 
read 1°, 370; Referred to Select Committee, 377 ; Report brought up, 482,,. ... 7

LIVERPOOL (See “RAILWAYS"). 1
LOAN (See “NORTH SYDNEY LOAN ENABING BILL”). '
LOAN BILL:—

Assent to (Session 1896) reported, 2,
Ordered (Mr. Reid), founded on Resolution of Ways and Means No. 8, presented and rend 1°.

465 ; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, Report adopted, read 3°, passed, and] 
sent to Council, 473 ; returned without amendment, 510.

LOAN ESTIMATES (See " FINANCE ”).
LOCAL OPTION (See *'LICENSING” ; also “LIQUOR TRAFFIC LOCAL OPTION BILL"), i 
LOCKHART. HR. NORMAN C. (Sec "CIVIL SERVICE”).
LOCKS AND WEIRS:—

Rivbh Dahlikcs at Boubke :—
Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, laid on Table, 17.

LONG COVE CREEK, STORM-WATER CHANNEL (See "DRAINAGE”).
LOTTERIES (See "ART UNIONS AND LOTTERIES”).
LOUTH (See “ PUNTS ”).
LUCKNOW STRIKE (See "MINING”).
LYSTER, JOHN (See “CROWN LANDS

863
8G5, 867, 

. 869, 871

879

687

873, 875

877

1019

M

MACLEAY RIVER (See “HARBOURS”).
MACQUARIE RIVER (See “WEIRS”).
MAIL SERVICE (Seo “POSTAL").
MAITLAND GASLIGHT ACT AMENDMENT BILL:— .

Petition presented (Mr. Oil lies) for leave to proceed with, under 409th Standing Order, 32 ; Order 
of the Day postponed, 52 ; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, Report 
adopted, 109 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 117 j returned withont amendment, 155; 
Assent reported, 174.

MAITLAND (Seo “RAILWAYS”).
MALLETT, WILLIAM:— '

Petition presented, explaining unintentional transfer of property by him, and praying the House
to cancel the deed of transfer obtained from him by fraud, 479 ................................................ 7

MANILLA (See “TAMWORTH TO MANILLA RAILWAY BILL”).
MANNING RIVER (See “HARBOURS”).
MARBLE:—

Motion made (Dr. Ross) for pipers in referenco to quality of Molong, in construction of Public
Works, 177; Return to Order, laid on Table, 196....................................................................... 7
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fiEFHHKKCES TO THE VOTES AND PJtOCBEIUl«'dl3? VOL. I — 1 ^TII EAHLIAME^T—SIS&lOX 1897.
PAPERS ORDERED TO 

HE PRINTKD.

TOJ. ■
M

MABINE BOARDS i—
New South Wams ;—

■ Reiiort of Royai Commiesion to inquire into management of, laid on Table, 25G.........................
Evidence and Appendices to Report of Royal Commission, laid on Table, 272.,,.........................

Newcastle i—

Return respecting retirements of members, laid on Table, 91.................... ...............................
MARRIED WOMEN (Sec "CROWN LANDS”).
MARULAN {See "RAILWAYS”).
MARY VALE (See “RAILWAYS”).
McCOSKER, OWEN (See "CROWN LANDS”). I
McCO CRT, WILLIAM, ESQUIRE, M.P.I 

Elected Chairman of Committees, 13.
Commission to, as Deputy Speaker, to administer Oath of Allegiance, 21. ,

McRAE (See “PUBLIC SERVICE”).
MEDICAL BILL, 

Received from Conneil, and, on motion {Mr. H'eild), read 1°, 312 j Order of the Day postponed,
370. I

MEMBERSI 
Sworn as Members of the Elections and Qualifications Committee, 33, 30, 42.
Resignation of, from Select Committee, CD.

' Removed from Chamber by direction of Mr. Speaker, 279. ,
Leave granted to lay papers on Table, 295 ; laid on Table, 309......................................................... j 2
Motion, that Member be not further heard, 457,460 (2), 484(3),4S5 (*), 495, 511 (!), 520 (2), 521, 522 

MENINDIE (See “FERRIES”).
MERCANTILE EXPLOSIVES DEPARTMENT:—

Regulations under Public Service Act, laid on Table, 219.
MESSAGES■ '

Fkom the Governor:— .

Delivered by the Usher of the Black Rod, 1.
1. Assent to City of Sydney Municipal Loan Bill {Session, 1896), 1.
2. „ Patents Iraw Amendment Bill {Session 1896), 2.
3. ,, Appropriation Bill (Aeiji'on 1896), 2.
4. „ Loan Bill {Session 1896), 2,
E. „ Hay Irrigation (Amendment) Bill {Session 1896), 2,
6. ,, Tam worth to Manilla Railway Bill {Session 1896), 2. .
7. „ Bankruptcy Acts Amendment Bill {Session 1896), 3.
8. ,, Factories and Shops Bill {Session 1896), 3.
9. ,, Public Health Bill {Session 1896), 3.

10. „ Land and Income Tax (Amendment) Bill {Session 1896), 3. I
11. ,, Navigation Acts Amendment Bill (Session 1896), .3.
12. „ Mining Laws Amendment Bill (Session 1896), 3, I
13. Reserving for Royal Assent the Coloured Races Restriction and Regulation Bill (Session 1896), 4.
14. Country Towns Water and Sewerage Bill, 11. j
15. Cook’s River Improvements Bill, 11.
16. Hunter District Water and Sewerage Act Amendment Bill, 11,
17. Public Roads Bill, 12.
18. Vote of Credit, 15.
19. Tonnage Rates Bill, 32,
20. Customs (Sugar Drawbacks) Bill, 32.

. 21. Australasian Federation (Representatives’ Allowance) Bill, 39.
22. Stamp Duties (Amendment) BUI, 39.
23. Church and School Lands Bill, 50.
24. Public Trusts Bill, 50.
25. Rabbit Bill, 60. '
26. Noxious Weeds Bill, 50.
27. Assent to Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 66.
28. „ Cook’s River Improvement Bill, 101,
29. „ Public Instruction (Newcastle Technical College) Bill, 103.
30. Artesian Wells Bill, 108.
31. Assent to Interpretation Bill, 155.
32. Pyrmont Bridge Bill, 162.
33. Assent to Pharmacy Bill, 173.
34. „ Public Works Acts Further Amendment Bill, 173.
35. „ Narandcra Roman Catholic Church Trustees Enabling Bill, 173.
36. „ Orange Show Ground Bill, 174. '
37. * „ Public Roads Bill, 174.
38. ,, Maitland Gas-light Aot Amendment Bill, 174.
39. „ Borough of Cudgegong Cattle Sale-yards Bill, 174.
40. Truck Bill, 174.
41. Moree to Invcrell Railway Bill, 190.
42. Assent to Public Trusts Bill, 215,
43. Port Kembla Harbour Bill, 226. '
44. Assent to Field of Mars Resumption Repeal Bill, 242,
45. ,, Municipal Loans Bill, 243.
46. Land and Income Tax (Amendment) Bill, 257.
47. Liquor Traffic Local Option Bill, 267. -
48. Country Towns Water and Sewerage Bill, 285.
49. Estimates of Expenditure for the year 1897-8, &e., 353..........................................................
50. Entry on Private Land Bill, 353.
61. Assent to Service of Equitable Process Bill, 353.
52. Assent to Clergy Widows and Orphans Fund (Sydney Diocese) Trustees Bill, 355.
53. Customs (Commissioners') Bill, 362,
54. Assent to Moree to Invcrell Railway Bill (No. 2), 370.
55. Vote of Credit, 371.
56 Entry on Private Land Bill, 392. ‘
57. Assent to Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill (No. 2), 402. '
58. Land and Income Tax (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 402.
59. Immigration Restriction Bill, 402.
60. Coloured Races Restriction and Regulation Bill, 402.
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BEFEBRNCES TO TI1H VOTES A1TD PBOOEEDIfTOSj VOL. I—17TH FARHAMEKT—SESSION 1897. PAPERS OEDEBF.D 
LE PRINTED.

M
MESSAGES (continued)

Feoh the Govebnob (continued) j—
61. Assent to Hunter District Water and Sewerage Act Amendment Bill, 410.
62. Assent to Australasian Federation (Representatives Allowance) Bill, 410.
63. SfcratMeld Railway Crossing Bill, 410.
64. Boilers Inspection Bill, 420.
65. Loan Estimates for 1897-8,436.................................................................................. .............
66. Assent to Church Acts Repealing Bill, 441.
67. Glebe Island Bridge Bill, 447.
68. Sydney Water Supply Conduit Additional Works Bill, 417.
69. Friendly Societies Bill, 447.
70. Additional Loan Estimates for 1897-8, 456................................................................. ............
71. Probate Duties Bill, 457.
72. Stamp Duties (Amendment) Bill, 457.
73. Assent to Licensing Acts Amendment Bill, 470.
74. „ Pyrmont Bridge Bill, 480.
75. „ Municipal Loans Further Validation Bill, 480.
76. „ Church and School Lands Bill, 480.
77. Additional Estimates for 1897-8, 480 .....................................................................................
78. Assent to Land and Income Tax (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 492.
79. „ Australasian Federation Enabling Act Amendment Bill, 402.
80. „ Campbolltown Reservoir Acte Repeal Bill, 492.
SI. ,, Abattoir Road Act Amendment Bill, 493.
82. „ Municipalities Bill, 493.
83. „ Distillation Bill, 493. .
84. „ Employers’ Liability Bill, 493.
85. „ Contractors’ Debts Bill, 493.
86. „ Nuisances Prevention Bill, 493.
87. „ Claims against the Government and Crown Suits Bill, 494.
88. „ Compensation to Relatives Bill, 494,
89. „ Registration of Deeds Bill, 494.
90. „ (Quarantine Bill, 494.
91. „ Public Entertainments Bill. 494'.
92. „ Co-operative Colliery Tramway Bill, 494.

From AgsEjnu.v to Councj r, i— "
Transmitting Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 38.

„ Public Instruction (Newcastle Technical College) Bill, 71.
„ Stamp Duties (Amendment) Bill, 84.
,, Public Works Acts Further Amendment Bill, 116.
,, Narandcra Roman Catholic Church Trustees Enabling Bill, 117.
>, Orange Showground Bill, 117.
„ Maitland Gaslight Act Amendment Bill, 117.
„ Borough of Cudgegong Cattle Sale-yards Bill, 123.
„ Public Trusts Bill, 123.
„ Municipalities Act Amendment Bill, 134.
„ Australasian Federation (Representatives’ Allowance) Bill, 135.
„ Church and School Lands Bill, 148.
„ Field of Mars Resumption Repeal Bill, 186.
,, Municipal Loans Bill, 186.
„ Real Property (Crown Lands) Bill, 197.
„ Crown Lands Bill, 257.
„ Suggested amendments in Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia—Draft 

Bill, (withdrawn), Zod •, (amended, passed), 259.
„ Morce to Inverell Railway Bill (No. 2), 281.
,, Law Practitioners Bill, 290.
„ Public Instruction Act Amendment Bill, 290.
„ Land and Income Tax (Amendment) Bill, 302.
„ Licensing Acts Amendment Bill, 302.
„ Pyrmont Bridge Bill, 332.
„ Artesian Wells Bill, 332.
i, Australasian Federation Enabling Act Amendment Bill, 371.
,, Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill (No. 2), 379.
,, Land and Income Tax (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 428,
„ International Patents and Trade Marks Arrangements Bill, 436.
„ Coloured Races Restriction and Regulation Bill, 445,
„ Immigration Restriction Bill, 445.
„ Campbelltown Reservoir Acts Repeal Bill, 458.
„ Abattoir Road Act Amendment Bill, 458.
„ Trust Property (Amendment) Bill, 453.
,, Entry on Private Lands Bill, 458.
„ North Sydney Loan Enabling Bill, 471.

” „ Sydney Water Supply Conduit Additional Works Bill, 472.
,, Joint Stock Companies Arrangement (Continuation) Bill, 472,
,, Appropriation Bill, 473.
,, Loan Bill, 473.
„ Nyngan Town Hall (Mortgage) Bill, 475.
„ Port Kembla Harbour Works Bill, 482.
„ Stockton Graving-dock (Leasing) Bill, 484,
„ Glebe Island Bridge Bill, 4S6,
„ Consolidated Revenue Fund (Municipal Grant) Bill, 498.
„ Probate Duties Bill, 499.
„ Stamp Duties (Amendment) Bill, 499.

■Returning Interpretation Bill without amendment, 127-
„ Service of Equitable Process Bill, without amendment, 337,
,, Clergy Widows and Orphans Fund (Sydney Diocese) Trustees Bill without amend

ment, 347.
„ Church Acte Repealing Bill with an amendment, 377.
„ Co-operative Colliery Tramway Bill with amendments and amended Title, 446.
„ Registration of Deeds Bill without amendment, 450,
„ Municipalities Bill without amendment, 451.
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KEKEHEXCBS TO THE VOTES AND rilOCEEDiyOE, TOL. I — IJTIE PAEIIA5EENT — FESStO.V 1S97.
PAPEBS ORDERED TO

' BE PRINTED.

M
MESSAGES (rontinued) ■.—

From Assembly to Council (cmitimiei) :—
Rpturniiif; Nuisances Prevention Bill without nniRnclincnt 4S1.

,, Quarantine Bill without nim'iithnent 451.
„ Public Entertainments Bill without amendment 452.
„ Distillation Bill without umondinent 452.
„ Employers’ Linbihly Bill without amendment 452.
,, Contractors' Debts Bill without mnemhnent 452.
„ Claims against the Government and Crown Suits Bill without amendment 453.
„ Compensation to Relatives Bill w ithout aniendmenb 453.
,, . Primitive Methodist Church Properly Bill without lumndmeut 495.

Requesting that Council proceed with the Public Roads Bill, 18.
„ „ „ „ Hunter District Water and Sewerage Act Amendment

Bill, 18.
Requesting that Council proceed with the Country Towns Water and Sewerage Bill, 18.

• „ ,, „ Cook’s River Improvements Bill, 18.
,, ,, ,, ,, Vegetation Diseases Bill, 115.

Insisting on Amendments, and requesting a Free Conference, in the Public Roads Bill, 85. 
Agreeing to Council’s Amendment in the Cook’s River Improvements Bill,92.

,, Council's further Amendments in the Public Roads Bill, 141.
„ Council’s Amendments in Public Trusts Bill, 191.
,, Council’s amendments in the Arlesian Wells Bill, 498.

Agreeing to, disagreeing lo, and amending Council's amendments in the Hunter District Water 
and Sewerage Act Amendment Bill, 243. 1

Disagreeing to one and agreeing to the remainder of the Council's amendments in the Pharmacy' 
Bill, 148.

Insisting on its disagreemenis to Council's amendments in the Hunter District Water and Heweragc 
Act Amendment Bill, and requesting a Free Coufcrence, 332.

Not insiiting on its disagreements and agreeing to Council's further amendments in tin? Hunter 
District Water and Sewerage Act. Amendment Bill, 395. ‘

Agreeing to Council’s Amendments in the Church and School Lands Bill, 449.
,, „ ,. Pyrmont Bridge Bill, 449.
,, ,, ,, Municipal Loans Further Validation Bill, 450.

Disagreeing to Council’s Amendments in the Crown Lands Bill, 5L1.
Agreeing to Council's Amendments in the Real Property (Crown Lands) Bill, 523.

,, ,, „ Vegetation Diseases Bill, 523.
From Council to Assimblv:—

Transmitting Emu Gravel and Road-metal Company's Tramway Bill, 72.
„ Interpretation Bill, 7G
„ Co-operative Colliery Tramway Bill, 84.
,, Service of Equitable Process Bill, 220.
i, Clergy Widows and Orphans Fund {Sydney Diocese) Trustees Bill, 289.
„ Medical Bill, 342.
„ Registration of Deeds Bill, 400.
,, Municipalities Bill, 400
„ Nuisances Prevention Bill, 400.
,, Quarantine Bill, 400.
,, Stamp Duties Bill, 400.
,, Oatlle Driving Bill, 401.
„ Public Entertainment* Bill, 401.
., Distillation Bill, 401.
„ Employers' Liability Bill, 401.

' ,, Contractors’Debts Bill, 401.
„ Claims Against the Government and Crown Suits Bill, 401.
„ Wills, Probate, and Admim-tration Bill, 401,
,, Compensation to Relatives Bill, 402.

Returning Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill without amendment, 60 
,, Cook’s River linjirovemeiits Bill with an amendment. 84.
„ Public Instruction (Newcastle Technical College) Bill without amendment, 99.
„ Pharmacy Hilt with Amendments, 114.
„ Narandcra Roman Catholic Church Trustees Enabling Bill, without imieudmenl, 155.
,, Orange Show Ground Bill without amendment, 155.
„ Maitland Gaslight Aet Amendment Bill without amendment, 155.
,, Public Works Acts Further Amendment Bill without amendment, lufi.
,, Borough of Cadgegong Cuttle Sale-yards Bill, without amendment, 170.
,, Public Trusts Bill with amendments, 18U. |
„ Hunter District Water and -Sewerage Act Amendment Bill with amendments, 206.
„ Field of Mars Resumption Repeal Bill without amendment, 220.
,, Municipal Loans Bill, without a m end men 1, 220.
,, Land and Income Tax (Amendment) Bill, with amendments, 3G3.
,, Morce to Inverell Railway Bill (No. 2), without amendment, 308.
„ Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill (No. 2) without amendment, 402.

•„ Australasian Federation (Representatives' Allowance) Bill without amendment 403.
,, Church and School i.ands Bill with amendments, -lOt.

Pyrmont Bridge Bill with an amendment, 419.
,, Licensing Acts Amendment Bill without amendment, 448.
„ Land anti Income Tin (Amendment) Bill (No. 2) without amendment, 459.
„ Artesian Wells Bill with amendments, 480.
„ Campbelltown Reservoir Acts Repeal Bill without amendment, 431.

, ,, Abattoir Road Act Amendment Bill without amendment, 481.
,, Australasian Federation Enabling Act Amendment Bill without amendment, 483.
,, Real Property (Crown Lunds) Bill with amendments, 495.
,, Sydney Water Supply Conduit Additional Works Bill without lunendmont, 490.
„ Joint Stork Companies Arrangement (Continuation) Bill without amendment. 496.
„ North Sydney Loan Enabling Bill without amendment, 490.
„ Trust Properly (Amendment) Bill without amendment, 49C.
,, International Patents and Trade Murks Arrangements Bill without amendment. 490.
„ Crown Lands Bill with amendments, 508.
„ Appropriation Bill without amendment, 510.
,, Loan Bill without amendment, 510.
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EEKEREICES TO THE VOTES AS1) I’EOCEEDIXGS, VOL. I>—I^llI PAEITAMEIT—SES9!0.\T 18^7. PAPEES OEDEEBD TO 
EE riilETEU.

VOI.
, , M
MESSAGES (coiitiHaefl) •,—

Eli03[ Cou.vciE TO AssemeiA' (continued)
KeLurning Nyngitn Town Knll (Mortgago) Bill withouf. nnicndment, 510. 

jj Vegetation Diseases Bitl 33'itli amemlments, 510.
„ Glebe Island Bridge Bill without amendment, 51/.
„ Consolidated Revenue Fund (Municipal Grant) Bill without amend in cut, 518.
,, Stockton Gravimr Dock (Leasins) Bill witliout amendment, 518.

Insisting on some and agreeing to one of the amendments in the Bublie Roads Bill, ?G.
Agreeing to Free Conference on the Public Boafs Bill, and appointing Managers, 118.

i> „ Hnntcr District Water and Sewerage Aet Amendment Bill, and
appointing managers, 846.

„ Amendment in the Church Acts Repealing Bill, 405. -
„ Amendments in the Co-operative Colliery Tramway Bill, including the amendments 

in the Title, 460.
Insisting on amendment!, hut proposing further amendments, and also insisting on other amend' 

incuts disagreed to, in Hunter District Water nud Sowerago Act Amendment Bill, 368. 
iXot insisting on Amendment disagreed to in the Pharmacy Bill, 170.
Rot insisting on some and ainanding other of its amendments in the Public Roads Bill, 135. 
Requesting Assembly to proceed with the Piimitive Methodist. Church Property Bill, 60, 
Requesting Assembly to proceed with the Church Act Rep/nling Bill, 76.
Requesting Assembly to proceed with the Bentists Bill. 115.
Insisting on some of its amendments and agreeing to Assembly’s amendments in new clause 24 

in the Hunter District Water and Sewerage Aet Amendment, Bill, 270,
Suggesting amendments in the Constitution of tie Commonwealth of Australia—Draft Bill, 324. 

METEOROLOGICAL
Return respecting conditions of the Colony, laid on Table, 95.

METRO POL1TAX WA f'ICR AND SEWERAGE ACf’E XT E N S1 ON ACT OF 1891 (Sec ‘•BY-LAWS”) 
METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE BOARD:—

Ninth Report for 1896-7, laid on Tabic, 491.................................................................... .............
Report of Royal Commission to inquire inti Management, laid on Table, 356 ..........................
Plan of Sydney and Suburban Sewerage System—Appendix to Report of Boyal Commission, laid

on Table, 362 ............................................................................................. ‘ . .
MIDDLE BILLABONO- (See “WEIRS”). " .............................
MIDNIGHT:—

Sittings after, 13. 36, 44, 92, 96, 118, 127, 135, 14], 148, 156, 162, 170, 191, 208, 226, 236, 243, 
267, 274, 281, 286, 291, 290, 303, 317, 320. 337, 354, 3CS, 378, 3S5, 393, 403, 420, 428, 442, 
443 459, 473, 482, 512, 519.

MILITARY:—
Report on Forces by Major-General G. A, French, R.A., C.M.G., laid on Table, 445.................

PUBMASEKT A ItTIJ.LOy : —
Return respecting Alloiuiuees to Officers of, laid on Tabic, 84.
Motion made {Mr. 1L M. Viatl) in reference to compel iliou of Band with other Private Bands, and 

negatived, 76.
Motion made {Mr. Thomas Brown) for return in reference to qualifications and promotions, 99; 

Return to Order laid on Tabic, 219.
Staff-Sergeant W. .[iffkins —

Motion made {Mr. Waddell) for adoption of report of Select Committee (Session 1896), 198. 
Ai.i.owances Phoi'oski) tor Yeah 1397 s :—

Schedule to, laid on Table, 399...
MINES DEPARTMENT :— ........................................................................................

Motion made (J/r. Frank Farnell) for return of expenditure, also disbursements, under the 
Prospecting Vote, to 30th .Tune, 1S97, 441.

Report for 1896, laid on Table ............................. ................
MINING (Sec also “COAL MINES REGULATION (AMENDMENT)

MINES REGULATION ACT FURTHER AMENDMENT BJLL”) :—
Report of Department for 1896, laid on Table, 91 ...................................................................................

Mininit La tvs Aih.sbjikst'Act op 1896:—
Regulations, laid on Table. 11.

Junction Mine, Brotcen Hiil:—
Report on Creep in, laid on Table, 24..............................................................................................................

Application of Mu, J. F. Cosset,lt to Mine in the Parish op Cpreagono :—
Motion made {Mr. Beild) for adoption of Report of Select Committee (Acsifoa 1895), and Delate 

adjourned, 27; Debate resumed and motion passed, 2L5.
Ventilation of Coal Minis, Newcastle:—

Motion made (hfr. Jidden) for reports, 51: Return to Order, laid on Table, 108 .............................
Stockton Colliery Disaster:— '

Motion made {Mr. Fegan) for papers, 52; Return to Order, laid on Table, 331................................
Case op John Wild anu George Himswoktil—Gold Lease on Mr. He key Bini.nii’s 

Private Linn, Parish of Mount Lawson:—
Motion made (Mr. Hurley) for papers, 67; Return to Order, laid on Table, 2CG.

Leah Poisoning, Broken JTill Mines:—
Returns respecting, laid on Tabic, 103 .... .........................................................................................

Ventilation anu Joint Isspiction or Collieries in Northern District: —
1 Minutes respecting, laid on Table. 108 ..........................................................................................................
Leases, Grenfell:—

Motion made (Mr. Watson) for Return, 127 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 169.
Accident in Broken Hill Mine:—

Adjournment moved (Jlfr, Fcrquson) in reference to, and negatived, 147.
Accident to Thomas Sampson, Broken Hill Mine:—

Report respecting, laid on Table, 260.
Wat.lsend Colliery —

Motion made (3fr. IFa/kuis) for Reports on during present year, 177 ; Reluin to Order, loid on
Table, 219 ............................................................... ;............ _ ........ ...............................'.............

Companies rrmovim: Goi.n ivimovT AuTironnY;—
Adjournment moved {Mr. Slmth) in reference to, and negatived, 309.

Case of Sydney Coopiii. as to Mining under a Road, Parish of Clyde, County of Gough:—
Motion made (Mr. Crmchkank) for Select Committee, 309 ; Report brought up, 510....................

Wentworth Proprietary Gold-Mining Company, Lucknow:—
Motion made (Mr. Lj/nt) for papers m reference to application for suspension of Labour 

Conditions, 378; Itoturn to Outer, laid on Table, 383 .......................................................................
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I D13 PHLNTBD,

M
MINING- (conlitiued) :— 1

Votb Of Cbsbubh, Lucksow Stbikb :—
Motion nindc (Mr. Lytic) that action of Government with reference to Lucknow strike anioiinie to 

a m-ilndministratiozi of justice, null Lebnle adjourned, and take precedence, 3S3 ; Debate 
resumed and motion negatived, 383.

Sunny Consult Lmsus: —
Motion mude {.Mr. Ihirlsy) for papers respecting eiemption of labour conditions, 435; Return to 

Order, laid on Table, 512,
Mines and Q.UAKiniS 3N tub Aliibrt Minino- DlSTlttei ;—

Report of Koyal Commission, together with Minutes, Appendices, laid on Table, 456 ......... ........
Mining Case Woods v. Collins :—

Motion made (Mr. T. R. Smith) for papers, 456.
MINING LAWS AMENDMENT.' DILL 

Assent to {Session 1896) reported, 3.
MINING LAWS AMENDMENT DILL :—

Motion made {Mr. M.oore) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 103 ; read 2° committed, 
110 ; Order of the Dav postponed, 123. 177, 211, 225, 242, 256, 272. 21)6.

MINING ON PRIVATE LANDS /VOX AMENDMENT DILL i— '
Motion made {Mr. Moore) for leave to bring in, 52.

MINISTERIAL ELECTION DILL:—
Motion made (Mr. Hogue) for leave to proceed with, under the 295th Slnnding Order, 12; Order 

of the Day postponed, 81; 2° ricarttived, Oivler of the Dav discharged, Dili withdrawn, 109.
MINISTERIAL PORTEOI7LOS REDUCTION DILL:- '

Motion made (Mr. Crick) for leave to proceed with, under the 215th Standing Order, 123 ; Order 
of the Day postponed, 212.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT:—
Made bv Mr. Carruthcrs, 92.

MTTTAGONG (See “RAILWAYS”).
MOLONG MARBLE (Sec “ MARBLE”).
MOREE (See “RAILWAYS”).
MOREE TO INVERELL RAILWAY DILL: —

Message from Governor, 190; Motion made (Mr. JTotmg) for Committee of the Whole, 208; 
House in Committee, resolution agreed to, Dill presented and read 1°, 212; Order of the 
Day discharged. Bill withdrawn, 219.

MOREE TO INVERELL RAILWAY BILL (No. 2)
Brought in (on motion of Mr. young) on Order of Leave under which Moreo to Inverell Railway 

Dill was brought in, presented and read 10,219; Motion made {Mr. young) for 2°, amendment 
moved (Mr. McFarlanc) to read 2’ “this day sir months" and negatived, motion passed, 
read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, 267-3; read 3°, passed, and 
sent to Council, 2S0-1; relumed without amendment, 363; Assent reported, 370,

MORPETH (See “BRIDGES”).
MORRIS, ANN E. (See “CROWN LANDS").
MORT'S D0CE AND ENGINEERING COMPANY (LIMITED) ENABLING BILL : —

Petition presented (Mr. Wilks) for leave to bring in, 39L ; leave given, presented and read 1°, 399.
MOSS VALE (See “EIRE BRIGADES”; also ''CEMETERIES”). .
MOUNT VICTORIA (See “ RAILWAYS ”).
MUDGEE (See “GAOLS”; also “ HOSPITALS ”).
MUDGEE SHOW GROUND BILL :—

Petition presented (Mr. Robert Jones) for leave to bring in, 235; leave given. Bill presented and 
read 1°, 212; referred to Select Committee, 218; Report brought up, 295; Order of the 
Day postponed, 327.

MULLAH LEASEHOLD AREA (Sec "CROWN LANDS”).
MUNICIPAL (See “CITY OF SYDNEY MUNICIPAL LOAN BILL”; also “ BY-LAWS ”). 
MUNICIPAL LOANS BILL:—

Motion made (Mr. BrunJcer) for leave to bring in, presented and rend 1°, 170; rcid 2°, committed, 
. reported without Amendment, Report adopted, 173; road ,‘i3, passed, and sent to Council, 186; 

returned without Amendment, 220 ; Assent reported, 213.
MUNICIPAL LOANS FURTHER VALIDATING BILL:—

Motion made (Mr. Brunier) for leave to proceed with, under the 295th Standing Order, 301 ; 
Council's amendments agreed to, 450 ; Assent reported, 4S0.

MUNICIPAL WHARVES ACT OF 1893 (See ■' BY-LAWS
MUNICIPALITIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL: —

Motion made (Mr. Neild) for leave to proceed with, under the 295th Standing Order, 26; road 2°, 
committed, reported without Amendment, Report adopted, 109 ; Order of the Day postponed, 
114, 123 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 131.

Motion made (Afr. Neild) for Committee to search Journals of Legislative Council, 192 ; Report 
brought up, 205.

MUNICIPALITIES ACT OP 1867 AMENDING BILL : —
Motion made (Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick) fur leave to bring in, 272 ; amended leave given, and 

Bill presented and read 1°, 308 ; Order of tbe Dav postponed, 327.
MUNICIPALITIES BILL —- ’

Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion (Mr. G-oulJ), read 1°, 400 ; read 2°, committed, 
reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3U, passed, returned to Council, 450-1 ; 
Assent reported, 493. '

MUNICIPALITIES FRANCHISE EXTENSION BILL: —
Motion made (Mr. Neltd) for leave to biing in, presented and read 1°, 266; Order of the Day 

postponed, 272, 341, 346, 353, 357, 400.
MURRAY RIVER (See "BRIDGES”).
MURRUMBURRAII (Sec “FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY”).
MURWILLUMBAH (Sec “TELEGRAPHS”).
MUSEUM (See “TECHNOLOGICAL MUSEUM”).

von. raoiis.

3 893

7 1005

IT
NAMBUCORA RIVER (See “HARBOURS”).
NARANDERA ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH TRUSTEES ENABLING BILL: —

Petition presented (Mr. Qormty) for leave to proceed with, under the 409th Standing Order, 23 ; 
read 2°, committed, reported with an amendment, Report adopted, 109; read 3°, passed, andi 
sent to Council, 11G-7 ; returned without amendment, 155 ; ABsent reported, l^S. 

NARRABRI (See “RAILWAYS”). , |
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EEPEEEyCES TO TIIE TOTES A3TJ) PROCEEDINGSj TOT/, I — 17TH PAE1.IAJIENT—SESSION 1897, PArEES ORDERED TO 
BE PRINTED.

N
WARBOMINE LEASEHOLD AREA. (See " CROWN LANDS "J.
NATIONAL ART GALLERY ■— t

Report of Trustees for 1896, laid on Table, 24......................................................................................
Adjournment moved (2fr. A'. M, Clark) in reference to extravagant and inequitable 

administration by the Trustees, and negatived, 279.
NATIONAL PARE:— ‘

Report of Trustees for 1696, laid on Table, 95................................................................ ..
NATIVE ELORA PROTECTION HILL:— "

Motion made (Jir, 'Frank ffarnell) for leave to bring in, 235 ; presented and read 1°, 256 ; Order 
of the Dav postponed, 266; Motion made (Mr. Frank Fame!!) for 2°, amendment; moved 
(d/r. Sleath) to refer to Select Oonmutfce and negatived, Bill read 2°, committed, 436-7. 

NAVIGATION ACTS AMENDMENT RILL r—
Assent to (Session 1896) reported, 3.

NEWCASTLE MARINE BOARD (Sec “CIVIL SERVICE” also “MARINE BOARDS”). 
NEWCASTLE PASTURAGE ACTS AMENDMENT SILL:—

Regulations and forms for transfer of purchases, laid on Table, 18.
NEWCASTLE PAVING AND PUBLIC VEHICLES REGULATION ACT (See “ BY-LAWS 
NEWCASTLE (See “PILOT SERVICE”).
NEWCASTLE TECHNICAL COLLEGE (See " PUBLIC 1N3TKUCIT0N (NEWCASTLE 

TECHNICAL COLLEGE) BILL”).
NEWCASTLE DYEE

Motion made (Mr. Fcgan) for return of coal chipped at, 419 : Return to Order laid on Table. 517 
NEWSPAPERS, SYDNEY:— '

Motion made (Mr. Chanter) for return of amounts paid to, by Government, for advertisements, 59. 
Return to Order, laid on Table, 71.

NEWTOWN (See “RAILWAYS”),
NINE-MILE (See “POLICE”).
NO TELLERS:—

In division, 110.
NO QUORUM:—

In House after commencement of Business, 67, 127, 181, 212, 216, 249, 372, 411, 437, 475.1 
In House before commencement of Business, 79. .
Reported from Committee, 249, 512.

NOREOLE ISLAND :—
Correspondence relating to transfer of, lo Government of New South Wales, laid on Table. 270... 

NORTH COAST (See "RAILWAYS”).
NORTHERN COLLIERIES :— ■

Motion made (Mr. Fegan) for return of coal from, 419 ; Return to Order laid on Table, 317. 
NORTH SHORE BRIDGE BILL :—

Petition presented (Mr. Morton) for leave to proceed with, under the 409th Standing Order, 31; 
Order of the Day postponed, 43, 91, 155,177, 190, 211, 242, 266, 309, 331; Motion made foi 
2° and negatived, Order of the Dav discharged, Bill withdrawn, 347.

NORTH SYDNEY (See “ SYDNEY AND NORTH SYDNEY BRIDGE AND TRAMWAY BILL” ■ 
also “CITY AND NORTH SYDNEY TUNNEL-ROADWA Y BILL”; also “DRAINAGE’’’ 
also “ CITY AND NORTH SYDNEY RAILWAY BILL”). ’

NORTH SYDNEY LOAN ENABLING BILL:- .
Motion made (Mr. Brmtker) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 44S j read 2°, committed, 

reported without amendment, report adopted, 459; read 3°, passed, and tent to Commit, 471: 
returned witliout amendment, 496.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS '
Postponed in a bunch, 61,171.

NOXIOUS TRADES AND CATTLE SLAUGHTERING ACT, 1891:- 
Regulations under, loid on Tabic, 25.

NOXIOUS WEEDS:—
Report of the Conference, held in Sydney in March, 1S97, laid on Table, 24 ......................... .

NOXIOUS 'WEEDS BILL:— ' '
Motion made (Mr. Carrnthers) for Committoc of the Whole, 26; Message from Governor, 50; 

House in Committee, resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 61; Order of the Dav 
postponed, 450, 492. '

NULLUM TEMPUS ACT DECLARATORY BILL :—
.Motion made (Mr. Curruthers) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 116; Order of the 

Dav postponed, 450, 492,
NUISANCES'PREVENTION ACT, 1875 (See “BY-LAWS ”)
NUISANCES PRETENTION BILL

Received from Legislative Council and, on motion (Ur. Gould), road lu, 400 ; read 2', committed, 
reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, passed, and returned to Council, 451 ; 
Assent reported, 493.

NURSES (See “ HOSPITALS ” ; also " ASYLUMS ”).
NYNGAN TOWN HALL (MORTGAGE) BILL

Petition presented (Mr. Waddell) for leave to bring in, 399 ; leave given, Bill presented and read 
1°, 409; referred to a Select Committee, 419 ; report brought up, 435; Order of the Daj 
postponed, 447 ; read 2U, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3”, 
passed, and sent to Council, 474-5 ; returned without amendment, 510.

rot,. PAGE.

3 105

2 1403

7 1117

7 1281

7 1011

OATH OP ALLEGIANCE :—
Deputy Speaker's Commission to administer, read by Clerk, 21.

OLD AGE PENSIONS :—
Motion made (Mr. 0:Sullivan) that Report from the Select Committee (Session 1896) boadopted, 

amendment moved (Mr, Feild) that the Government take the question into consideration 
and withdrawn, Mr. Keild substituted amendment recognising Committee’s valuable work and 
requesting the Government to give the question early consideration, amendment and motion 
as amended agreed to, 26-7.

Petition presented from Rural Dean, Chapter of West Sydney, in favour of passinc of a Bill, 330 7
O'NEILL, MR, CHAS.,M.].C.E. (See “UNEMPLOYED”): ‘
OPENING OF THE SESSION:— .

Proclamation read by Clerk, I.
Governor’s Opening Speech, 4', 12 ; Reply lo Address, 16.
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ORANGE SHOW 0-ROUND BILL:—
Petition presented (Sfr. Keirmaa) for leave to proceed with, under the 4C9th Standing Order, 42; 

road 2°, committed, reported without amendment., Report adopted, 109 ; read h°, passed, and 
sent to Conned, H7, returned without Amendment, 155, Assent reported, 174.

ORANGE (See “ FIRE JJRIGADEd "j.
ORDERS OF THE DAY

Postponed in a bunch, 61, 11G, 157, 171,192, 316, 412, 474, 486, 511.
Postponed after division, 141, 156.
Discharged, 109, 219, 220, 347 (sj, 378, 385, 459.

'Dropped, 110. 1
Restored, 123, 190, 219, 256.
Motion for postponement negatived, 220. ‘
Motion to read disallowed by Mr Speaker, 274. .
Motion to postpone withdrawn, 303.
Speaker ruled Bill introduced by Minister was properly included in Government Business, 317. I 
Speaker ruled that General should only be postponed truin one litting day to another. 311, i

ORDNANCE BAND TRANSFER BILL:— ’ 1
Presented nrd rend lDpro forfliii, 4. 1

ORMSBY, ELLEN .lOSEPHINE (See “CROWN LAND3").
O’SULLIVAN, EDWARD WILLIAM, ESQUIRE, M.P.

Appointed by Mr. Speaker a Temporary Chairman of Committees for the Session, 7. I
OYSTER FISHERIES ACT OF 1881‘ . ■

Regulation under laid on Table, 35. .

P I
PAPERS:- ... I

Leaie given to Member to lav on Table. 295 ; laid on Table, 398, 317.............................................
PAREES (See “WATER SUPPLY').
PARLIAMENT :—

Opening of Session, 1. ...-,!
Correspondence and Minnies respecting interference by Public Service Board with Notes for

Departments, laid on Table, 11C, li’9.............................................................................................. |
New Houses— , .

Report, Minutes of Evidence, A-c.. from Public Works Committee, bud on Table, 517...................
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTORATES AND ELECTIONS ACT AMENDMENT ACT OF 1896:—I 

Regulations, laid on Table, 24.
PARLIAMENTARY ELEC TOR AXES AND ELECTIONS ACT _

Adjournment moved (Afr. /Vice) in reference to action of Government in not carrying out tin 
provisions of, and negatived 346.

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS:—
Twelfth General Report, laid on Table, 35............................................................................................

Ram,wav ynoji Cosoouniiji to Bbokk.v I)Ii.l.:—
Report, Plans, &e., laid on Table, 12 .....................................................................................................

DuKr-wATun Hinsonk at Pout Kv.mih.a:—
Report and Plans, laid on Table, 17 .......................................... .............................................. ...........
Motion made (ifr. Young) that work, ns recommended, be carried out, 211.
Petition presented from lllawarra Harbour and Land Corporation (Limited) against, and prajing

to be heard by Counsel at Bar of House in explanation, 183 ......................................................
Railway from: Moreh to Isyuiif-ll :—

Report and Plan, laid on Table, 26 ..........................................................................................................
Motion made (Mr. young) that work be carried out, 178.

Seweraoh Wonxs at Parramatta:— _ _
Third Report, Minutes of Evidence, and Plan, laid on lablc, 49 ............................. .......................

Pybiiost Bridge .
Motion made tifi-. young) that work ns recommended bo carried out. and Debate adjourned, llo; 

motion agreed to, 141.
Gj.kde Island Bridge :—

Motion made (Mr. young) to refer work to, 116.
Report, Minutes of Evidence, Appendix, and Plan, laid on Table, 3i>2 ..........................................
Motion made (Mr. young) that work be carried out, 441.

Exthseio:.' of Railway into the City:—
Motion made (Mr. y<iung) to refer work to, 170 (s).
Report, Minutes of Evidence, laid on Tabic, 323 ................................................................. ................

DtfPLiCA rn Main froth Puosriici to Ron s' Hill :—
Report, Appendix, and Plans, laid on Table, 190...................................................................................

Railway frosi Condobolin to Euaraloxg :—
Motion made (Mr. young) to refer work to, 2G7.
Report, Plans, Ac., laid on Tabic, 517 ......... .........................................................................................

Railway from Narrarei to ITli.iga :—
Motion made (Jfr. young) to refer work to, 267.

Railway fkoji Byrock to Brrwarrina :—
Motion made (Mr. young) to refer work to, 267.

Railway prom Tub Rock to Green's Gvnyaii : —
Motion made (jlfr. Young) Lo refer work to, 267.
Report, Plan, Ac., laid on Table. 492 ...................... ......................................- ......................................

Railway from Coolamon to AriaH:—
Motion made (]\lr. young) to refer work to, 267.
Kcporu Plan, &(■■• laid on Table, 492 .............. .....................................................................................

North Coast Railway:—
Motion made (Mr. F. Clarlto) to refer work to, 310.

New Housks of Parliament :—
Report, Plans, Ac., laid on Table, 5J7.....................................................................................................

Railway from Waprkn to Coonaaible.—
Motion made (71/r. Young) In refer work to, 519.

Rahway from Koorawatua to Grknfrll:—
Motion made (Jlfr. Young) to refer work to, 519.
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PAHIJAMENTARY STANDING- COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS (continued)
Railway yjiom Woolaba to Collaebnbabbi :—

Motion made (]ift\ Young) lo refer work to, 510- . ■
Railway vrom Maitland to Taekb:—

Motion made (Mr, Yotmg) to refer work to, 519.
Railway yeoii tub Teioidjus op the Koskhill Railway to Dleal:—

Motioii made (Mr. Tonne/) to refer work to—Point of Orv/er—That the Minislcr bad not complied 
with the rcquiromoiits of the Act, ruled against by Mi1. Speaker, 519; motion passed, 519 

iUEnot-fi WoiiKS, Tweed Biteb :—
Motion made (jlfr. Toung) to refer work to, 521.

Hakbodk Woeks at Bkllikgeb RiVEE:— .
Motion made (Mr. Young) to refer work to, 521.

Habboce Wobks at Namboccea RiVEE: —
Motion made (Mr. Young) to refer work to, 52J,

Haiboub Works at Macleav River ■ '
Motion made (Mr. Young) to refer work to, 521. I

Harboue Works at Hastings Kivke :—
Motion made (Jlfr. Yomg) to refer work to, 621.

Harbour Works at Manning RiyeK
Motion mode (Mr. louni/) to refer work to, 522.

Weirs on tub River Darling between Bourne and Wilcannia :_
Motion made (Mr. Yourg) to refer work to, 522. I

PARRAMATTA (See " SEWJ2RAGE”).
PATENTS (See ■‘INTERNATIONAL PATENTS AND TRADE MARKS A RR A N GEII ENTS I 

BILL ) :— 1
Ofitce, Exasiinie OF :— ,

„ , ^Iot'011 m!llic (jW’r- Wild*) for papers relating to change of working, 215.
PATENTS LAW AMENDMENT ACT:—

Additional Regulations, laid oh Table, 24 
PATENTS LAW AMENDMENT BILL:—

Assent to (Nejrion I89G) reported. 2.
PAYTEN, MR. (See ■'CIVIL SERVICE"). ■
PENSIONS (See “ OLD AGE PENSIONS ” • also “ CIVIL SERVICE ”'1 
PERMANENT ARTILLERY (Seo “MILITARY ”)
PETITIONS'

Referred to Select Committee, 91, 219, 241.
Read by Clerk, 214.
To appear at Ear of House, 185, 435.

PHARMACY ACT OF 1591
Regulations under, laid ou Table, 445.

PHARMACY BILL.
Motion made (3fj*. Mrunfer) for Message to Council, requesting that Bill ho proceeded with 59 - 

returned from Couneil with amendments, 114; Assembly disagrees to one and agrees to1 
remainder of Couneil s amendments, 140-1; Message to Council, 118 j Couneil does not insist! 
on its amendment disagreed to, 170; Assent reported, 173,

PIDDINGTON, ALBERT BATHURST, ESQUIRE, M.P.
■mTTTnPiP0/otcd«.lS TemPOTarT Chairman of Committcts for the Session, 7.
iiLULrA (nee “RAILWAYS ),
PILOT SERVICE:—

Stdset and Newcastle :— ■
Motion made (Mr. Dick) for Return respecting Vessels and Serriccs of Pilots, 308; Return to 

Order, laid on Table, 392.
PITT STREET (Seo “TELEPHONES").
POINTS OF ORDER:—

Reported from Committees, 403, 4S3, 512,
Rulings of Stkaker :—

That motion for adjournment of House in reference to appointment of Select Committee or Royal
iw’S-n1011 T th° fin!lncial clftaeC3 of f11® CommouweaUh Bill anticipated consideration of 
that Bill, and was out of order, 109.

That the iranchise Eilonsion Bill did not necessarily involve expenditure, and therefore did not 
require a Message from the Governor, 181,

That discussion on Motion of Adjournment in reference (o Administration of Land and Income 
lasers must ho confined to tho subject of the Notice, 190. .

That motion to take 3° of the Crown Lands Bill as matter of urgency before other business was 
in order, 256.

That it bo left to the House to decide whether the motion for Die suspension of the Standing 
mi 1 rr Crown Lands Bill as matter of urgency, was irregular, 257.
that lotnlisator Bill did not originate any tax or impost or appropriate revenue, and therefore 

nof' require to be recommended by Message from Governor, 290.
I hat Totalisator Bill did not contain protisions beyond the Order of Leave 290. 
lhat motion relating to Reippraisemcut of Conditional Purchases and Leases would anticipate 

debate on Order of the Day already on the Paper, 309. ' 1
That Liquor Traffic Local Option Bill was properly included amongst the Government Orders of 

the Day, having been introduced by a Minister, 317.
That amendment, on motion, in reference to construction of railways through private land Lo 

apply betterment principle was not relevant, 32S.
That the standing Orders only permitted the postponement of Orders of the Day, not being 

Government Orders (on Government days), from one sitting day to another, 341'
That motion for adjournment in reference to tho state of the roads of tho Colony anticipated 

uiscusston on the Estimates or in Committee of Waj s and Means, and wns out of order; 363. 
lhat while upholding the ruling of tho Chairman of the Committee of Supply against allowing a 

discussion on the constitution of tho Works Committee or their fees or travelling expenses on 
t ie Vote Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works” the items being fixed bv 
statute the conduct of business of the Committee could be criticised in relation to another 
item, 40o.

That motion for adjournment of House relating to making of Dams and Weirs by the Water 
Conservation Branch of the Public Works Department was out of order, the matter having 
been fully discussed m Supply, 471.

Thit Chaivman was incorrect in ruling that the omission of the word “ intestate” in the 12th line 
•e Pr°bfl(e nV,tles PlU was ‘n wder on tho ground that it did not increase the area of! 

taxation, because llic effect would be au augmentation of the tax, 483. I
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POINTS OF OEOICK {continued)
EulinOB OT Spbakeb {continued'):— .......

That tlic decision of the Cliairman of Committees, that a Member was not entitled in discussing, 
tho principles of the City and North Sydney Hallway Bill on a proposed amendment in the. 
Short Title was correct, 512.

That subject of motion of adjournment of House in reference to Sunday trading had been dis 
cussed on a previous motion, 518.

That the Minister in moving the reference of the Eoschill to Dural Baitwfiy to the Public 
Works Committee had complied with the Aet, 615). .

POLICE
Report of Department for 1898, laid on Table, 24...1............................................................................. |

Richabdson, Tuhneh, tfc.Oo.;—
Motion made {Mr. Sleath) for adoption of Report of Select Committee (.Session 1896J, 27. 

Senioe-Sbbquant Yauoiian—Reduction and Removal eeom Namundeha :—
Motion made (Jlfr. Chanter) for adoption of Report from the Select Committee (Stseion 1890), 

229.
Skniob-Constahle Qnu.cu :— _

Adjournment moved (Jlfr. Dacey) in reference to conduct of, and negatived, 289.
Proposal to Transfer Emmaville, Deepwater, and tue Nine-mile prom Glen Innis t< 

Testebfield Distbict:—
Motion made (Jlfr. JFrigH) for papers, 399; Return to Order, laid on Table, 491.

PORT KEMBLA (See ''HARBOURS”).
PORT KEMBLA HARBOUR BILL:— , „ ,

Message from Governor, 22G; Motion made {Mr. Tcung) for Committee of tbe Whole, 2d0:
. House in Committee, Resolution agreed to. Bill presented and read 1°, 332; Order of the 

Day postponed, 450; read 2°, committed, reported with an amendment, 460; report adopted, 
474; motion made {Mr. Young) for 3°, and amendment moved (Jfr. Copeland) to read this day 
three months and negatived, motion passed, Bill read 3U, passed, and sent to Couneil, 481-2.

POSTAL:— _ ■
Report of Postmaster-General for 1896, laid on Table, 295..................................................................

Employment of Mesbengebs in the Department :— __ '
Regulation under Public Service Act of 1895, laid on Table, 25.

West Wyalong :— _ ,
Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, for Post and Telegraph Offices, laid 

on Table, 17.
Austealian Mail Service:— _

Kurt,her papers respecting the renewal of contracts, laid on Table, 24 ........ ........................ ...........
Contracts with the P, A 0. and Orient Steam Navigation Companies, laid on Table, 337 ...............

Intkbcolonial Conference ;— _
Reyort of the Delegates to, held in Sydney, November, 1896, laid on Table, 24 ......................... ....

Issue of certain New Postage Stamps Unauthorised by^Law:—
Adjournment moved {Mr. Schey) to discuss, and negatived, 156.

CoLLARINllABIlI :—
Notification of resumption of laud, under tbe Public Works Act, for Post and Telegraph Office, 

laid on Table, 215.

Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, for Post and Telegraph Office, 
laid on Table, 377. ■

Mail Conthacts for 1897 and 3898:—
Return respecting, laid on Table, 399 ..................................................................... .................................

POTTS’ HILL (See 11 WATER SUPPLY”).

PRECIS
Of facts relating to Bills, laid on Table, 445 t").

PRIMITIVE METHODIST CHUROH PROPERTY BILL :—
Message from Council requesting Assembly to proceed with, 60; Order of the Day postponed, 2oG : 

read 2°, committed, reported without amendment., report adopted, read 3°,passed, and returned 
to Couneil, 495.

PRINTING COMMITTEE :—
Scssior.at Order appointing, passed, 13. _ ______ „„„
Reports, Nos. 1 to 26, brought up, 25, 35, 59, 76, 91, 103, 123, 140, 177, 190, 211, 225, 243, 2GG, 

284, 300, 324, 337, 353, 368, 383, 426, 445, 479, 508, 519, _
Leltcr from Chairman read by Mr. Speaker intimating that tho Committee are willing lo hear 

Members in reference to prinling papers, 26.
Letter from Chairman, read by Mr. Speaker, in reference to Report of Department of Mines and 

Agriculture being laid on the Table of the House in print, without the authority of the 
Committee, 103. ^ ^

Paper referred back for reconsideration, 2S4, 341 (2), 378,
Leave given to sit during sitting of House, 816, 511.

PRISONS (Seo also ” GAOLS ”) :—
Report for 1896, laid on Table, 91 .............................. ............................. ..........9' ..... ... ... ..................
Return respecting stoppage of pay to certain officials in Department, laid on Table, 517.

PRISONERS’ GAOL REGULATION BILL:-
Motion made (jlfr. NnM) for leave to bring in, Bill presented and read 1°, 6/ ; Order of the Day 

postponed, 285, 296, 327, 341, 34,6, 353, 370, 400.
PRIVATE LAND (See “RAILWAYS”; also "ENTRY ON PRIVATE LAND BILL ).
PROBATE (Seo “WILLS, PROBATE, AND ADMINISTRATION BILL”; also "STAMP AND 

PROBATE DUTIES BILL”).
PROBATE DUTIES BILL:— , , _ ,

Message from Governor, 457; Ordered {Mr. Meid) lhat Bill bo brought in, founded on Resolutions 
of Ways nnd Means 6 and 9, presented and rend 1°, 465; Order of l.lie Day postponed. 472 ; 
read 2°, committed j Point of Order—The Chairman reported that he had ruled that the 
omission of tbe word 11 intestate1’ in lino 12 was in order, because it did not increase the area 
of taxation as the people were not enjoying an exemption ; Mr. Speaker disagreed to Chair

ruling ; Committee resumed. Bill reported udth amendmentf»( report adopted, recom
mitted, reported 2°, 482-3 ; motion rondo for adoption of report, and amendment mored to 
recommit, amendment moved {Mr. Copeland) to udd words to amendment and negatived,
amendment to recommit passed, recommitted, reported S° with further amendments, report
adopted, 49G-7 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 499.
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KKl'finBNCXS TO THE VOTES AXD FHOCEEDTSOS, VOL. I—IJTH I’AIILIAMENT—SKSSIOX 1897.
EATERS ORDERED TO 

BE TRISTED.

PROCLAMATIONS
On opening Session of Parliament, 1.
Proroguing Parliament .............................................................................. .........................................
Imported Stock Acts—relating to cattle tick laid on Tabic, 400 

PRO FORMA BILL:—
Presented and read 1°, 4.

PROSPECT (See “WATER SUPPLY-').
PROSPECTING- TOTE (See "MINES DEPARTMENT”).
PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENTS BILL

Received from Legislative Council and, on motion (Afv. Gruild). read lu, 401; read £0, com
mitted, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3”, passed, and returned to 
Council, 451-2; Aesent reported, 494.

PUBLIC HEALTH
Typhoid Eever akd other Ixkkcttous Diseases:—

Return respecting, in Sydney and suburbs, from 1876 to 1895, laid on Tabic, 346 .....................
■ TtniHROTLOSIS:— * '

Memorandum from President of Board of Health on prevention of, laid on Table, 409................
PUBLIC HEALTH BILL:—

Aascnt to (Sejsion 1896) reported, 3.
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION ACT AMENDMENT BILL - _

Motion made (Mr. Griffith) to proceed with, under the 295th Standing Order, 52 ; Order of the' 
Day postponed, 59; House in Committee, Bill reported with an amendment, House counted 
out, 216; Order of the Day restored, 219; Report adopted, 218; Order of the Day post
poned, 272 ; rend 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 290.

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION (NEWCASTLE TECHNICAL COLLEGE) BILL :—
Motion made (Mr. Garrard) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 36; read 2°, committed, 

reported with amendments, Report adopted, 60 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 71; 
returned- without amendment, 99; Assent reported, 108.

PUBLIC LIBRARY:-
Report of Trustees for 1896, laid on Table, 24........................................................................................
Minutes of Executive Council aulhonsing transfer of Vote from Government Printing Office, laid 

on Table, 87. '
PUBLIC PURPOSES (Sec “ CROWN LANDS").
PUBLIC ROADS ACT:-

Regulations and Eorm, laid on Table, 235.
PUBLIC ROADS BILL:-

Message from Governor, 12; Motion made (jlfr. Carrulhers) for Message to Council, requesting 
that Bill be proceeded with, under the 295th Standing Order, 18; Message Lorn Council 
insisting ou some and agreeing to one of Assembly's amendments, 76 ; Assembly insists on 
disagreements, and requests a Free Conference, and elects Managers, 85 ; names of Assembly’s 
Managers being called over, they proceeded to Iho Conference; Managers returned with 
Report, 118; Message from Council, no longer insisting on some and amending other of its 
amendments, 135; Report of Managers agreed to, and Message to Council agreeing lo 
CouociVs further amendments in the Bill, 141; Assent reported, 1/4,

PUBLIC SCHOOL CADET CORPS (See “ EDUCATION ”).
PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS (Sec “EDUCATION"). '
PUBLIC SERVICE (Sec also “ CIVIL SERVICE ”) :—

.Minute of Executive Council authorising (lie transfer of Vote for “ Salaries, Audit Department,"
' to supplement Vote for “ Reorganisation ” of, laid on Table, 7 ..................................................

Minute of Executive Council authorising transfer, of Vote from “Salaries, on revision,” to 
supplement Vote for “Reorganisation,” laid on Table, 163.

Regulations under Act, laid on Table, 25 (lc), 71, 219, 256, 316, 321, 331 (4), 456 (!).
Board :—

CcrtiCcate of Board respecting appointment of Clerk for special duty iu Taxation Department, 
laid on Table, 71. '

Certificate of, respecting appointment of a Geological Surveyor, laid on Tabic, 71.
Certificate of, respecting appointment of an Assistant, Technological Museum, laid on Table, 71. 
Correspondence and Minutes respecting interference of, with Votes for Parliamentary Departmenls

laid on Tabic, 116, 129........................................................................................................................
Motion made (Mr. Ji. M. Clark) for return showing leave of nbmnce granted by, 2+2; Return to 

Order, laid on Table, 316.
Report on appointment of Expert, Dairying Industry, 30D.
Report on appointment of Principal Assistant Medical Officer and Micro-biologist laid on Table, 

316.
Report on appointment of Viticultural Expert in Department of Mines and Agriculture, laid on 

Table, 316.
Report on appointment of George McRae, Esq,, as Principal Assistant Architect, Department of 

Works, laid on Table, 491.
Amended regulations respecting Police Magistrates’ Examinations, laid on Table, 32+.

Pum.ic Servick Board—RMiMirct Ali-owaxces a>’d Gratuitihs :—
Motion made (Mr. Feild) for Select Committee, 274; Report brought, up, 492................................
Chairman submitted to House statement in reference to member of Select Committee having 

supplied copies of evidence to the Board, 430.
Charitable Ihstitytioks :—

Regulations under Act, laid on Table, 316.
Woreino Hours ov Governurnt Employees:—

Motion made (jlfr. MeGcnuen) against more than forty-eight hours’ work in any one week, 
Amendment moved (Mr. Garrard) to only apply where practicable, and negatived, Motion 
agreed to, 357.

PUBLIC SERVICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL:—
Motion made (Mr. Scheg) for leave to bring in, 50; presented and read 1°, 52 ; Order of the Day 

postponed, 72, 346, 357, 400.
PUBLIC TRUSTEE : —

Motion made (Mr. Griffith) for appointment of, 198.
PUBLIC TRUSTS BILL;—

Motion made (Afr. Carrafhers) tor Committee of the Whole, 36; Message from Governor, 50 ; 
Order of the Day postponed, 54; House in Committee. Resolution agreed Lo, Bill presented 
and read 1°, 61; read 2°, committed, 85; reported with amendments, Report adopted, 92; 
read 3“ passed, and sent to Council, 123; returned with amendments, 186; Council’s amend
ments agreed to, 191; Assent reported, 215.

PUBLIC VEHICLES REGULATIONS ACT (See "BY-LAWS”).
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KEF^BBNCES TO THE TOTE3 AND rROCEEDIKOS, TOl. I—I^TH TARLIAMEST—SESSION 1897. PAPEBS ORDERED TO
BE PRINTED.

P
TOL. TAOE.

PUBLIC WATERING- PLACES AND ARTESIAN BORING-:—
Minute of EiecutiTC Council authorising transfer of rote from Contingencies, Mines Department, 

laid on Table, 87.
PUBLIC WORKS (Seo also “PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 

WORKS ”):—
Report, of Dejmrtment for year ended 30fh June, 189f>, laid on Table, 300.......................................
Schedules A to E, Estimates 1807-8, Public Worts Department, laid on Table, 409 ... .

PUBLIC WORKS ACTS FURTHER AMENDMENT BILL:—
Motion made (Mr. Canti) fur bare to proceed with, under the 295lh Standing Order, 12 ; Order 

of the Day postponed, 43 ; read 2°, committed, reported with amendments, 43-4; Order of 
the Day postponed, 62, 84; Report adopted, 108 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 116; 
returned without amendment, 15G; Aesent reported, 173.

PUBLIC WORKS ACT OF 1888:—
Notification- of Resumption of Land under, laid on Taulb for :—

Bridge oyer tbe Hunter Kirer at Morpeth, 17. ■
Extension of Canal at Shea’s Creek, 17.
Approach to Punt on the Parramatta River at Ryde, 17.
Approaches to Bridge over Deep Creek, 17.
Post and Telegraph Office at West Wyalong, 17.
Middle Billnbong Weir, 17.
Water Supply, Pavkes, 17.
Bridge over South Creek, 17.
Lock and Weir at or near Bourke, 17.
Water Mains to Sulphide Works, Cockle Crock, 17.
Bridge over Stonequarry Crock at Picton, 17.
Wharf at Grcenridge, Richmond River, 17.
Bridge over Borambil Creek at Quirindi, 17. ■
Bridge over Mncleay River at Kempsey, 17.
Water Supply for the Town of Parkes, 17, 123.
Approach to Ferry at Menindie, 17.
Public School Purposes, 24, 59, 279, 517.
Public Wharf at Bungwall, 24.
Grades and Curves on Railway between Maryvale and Geurie, 25.
Maintaining 'Railway Traffic between Liverpool and Campbelltown. 25.
Maintaining Railway Traffic between Colo Yale and Braemar, 25.
Maintaining Railway Truffle between Hill Top and Colo Yale, 25.
Buildings iu Redfern Railway Station Yard, 25.
Tnmworth Water Supply, 75.
Weir on the Macquarie River and Channel in connection therewith, 71.
Improvement of Railway Grades, &c., at Marulau, 25.
Additional Station Accommodation at Berrigan, 25.
Deviation of Railway near Clarence Siding, 25.
Deviation of Railway from Hill Top to Colo Vale, 25.
Grades and Curves on Railway between Sydney and Mount Victoria at Blackheath, 25. 
Maintaining Railway Traffic between Sydney and Albury, 25.
Grades and Curves on Railway near Blackheath and Mount Victoria, 25.
Deviation on Railway between Braemar and Mittagong, 25.
Access to tho Railrvny Station at Biualong, 147.
Bridge over Bega River at Begs, 162.
Public Cemeteries, 177.
Construction of Willandra Weir, 19G.
Bridge over Caff all’s Creek, 196.
Access to Siding at Tyugarah, on Lismore (o Tweed Railway, 190.
Grades and Curves, Great Southern Line, near Frampton, 196.
Post and Telegraph Office, Collarendabri, 215.
Bridge over Ahuny Creek, Southgate (amended), 215.
Improving Railway facilities on the line between Sydney and Parramatta, at Newtown, 229. 
Supply of Water to Town of Condobolin, 331.
Drainage Works for Western Suburbs of Sydney 331, 341.
Improvements to Cook’s River, near Tempe, 311.
Bridge over Lagoon Creek, 341.
Post and Telegraph Office at Drake, 377.
Bunt over tho Darling River, near Louth, 392.
Deviation of Road, Casino to Coraki, 392.
Grades on the Great Western Railway, near Orange, 426.
Grades on the Great Western Railway, near Blayney, 426.
Construction of a now entrance to the Macleuy River, 440.

BUNTS
Baeeamatta Riveh, Rtde :—

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 17.
DaIILINU RtVEIt, NEAIt LOUTH : —

Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, loid on Table, 392.
PYRMONT BRIDGE (See “BRIDGES”).
PYRMONT BRIDGE BILL :—

Motion made (Mr. Youtiff) for Committee of the Whole, 156; Message from Governor, 162; 
Resolution from Committee agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 191; read 2°, committed, 
reported without amendment, ami Report adopted, 324; read 3°, passed, and sent to Couneil, 
331-2; returned with an amendment, 419; Council’s amendment agreed to, 449; Assent 
reported, 480.

417
1139

Q
QUARANTINE BILL:—

Received from Legislative Council,and, on motion fUfr. Gouftf),read 1°,400; read 2°,committed, 
reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, passed, and returned to Council, 451 
Assent reported, 494.

QUARRIES (See “FORESTS AND QUARRIES BILL”; also “MINING”). .
QUELCH, SENIOR-CONSTABLE (See “ POLICE”).
QUORUM (See “NO QUORUM”).
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QUESTIONS : -
Aborigines :—Travelling on Kailvvays, 373.
Accidents

At- Racc-coni'scs, 24S, 271, 277.
Tramway, Barrack Hill, 345.
Through Barbed-wire Fences, 3G1,

Adelaide Fedehae Convention (See also 11 Federa
tion ”):—

Evidence of Chief Commissioner for Railways, 161, 
160. ’ 

Financial Papers read at, 161.
Allowances of N.S. W. Representatives, 265. 2S9. 
Documents submitted to, 293.

Adjiinistkation of Justice 
Equity suit—Hill, Clark, & Co. r. Perrott, 34.
Case of Stewart !\ Gould, 48.
Publication of names of convicted prisoners, 56. 
Convictions under Public Health Act, 70.
Offences under Betting Houses Suppression Aet, 94, 

175, ISO, 1ST.
John Collins sentenced at Ringara, 90, 119, 145, 375. 
Offences Punishable on Summary Convictions byj.’s P., 

106.
Prison reform, 120.
Alleged perjury in case Clark v. Hammond, 145. 
Prosecution of Mining Companies, 15.1.
Application by Mr. W. Reid for a Warrant, 165. 
Justices of the Peace at Wagga Wagga, 1S3.
Cost of Butler murder case, 21S.
Case of Joseph Alhvood, 239.
In British New Guinea, 239.
Papers re 6ne imposed on Mrs. Flood, 252.
Court of Petty Sessions, Coolabah, 272.
Convictions for Sunday trading, 306.
Case of Thomas Suffiekl, 314.
Prisoners under death sentences, before Circuit Courts. 

330.
Alleged assault case. Orange, 336.
Fees to Jurors for attendance at Courts, 360.
Fine imposed on Bank Manager, Narrandera, 370. 
Counsel for defence of seaman Conway, 376.
Prosecution of Joseph Noble, 502.
Case of Greener, Hargraves, 3S8, SOS.
Decision of His Honor Mr. Justice Cohen in ease In 

Chun, 425.
Supply of McFarlane and Addison's Synopsis to Courts 

of Petty Sessions, 455..
Detention of Claude Herrick in Darlinghurst Gaol, 477. 
Prosecution of man Clarke, Newtown Police Court, 501. 
Case of Regina v. Dalton, 516.

Advkutising :—
By Government, 47, 269, 319.
Betting Advertisements, 146, 151.
On wall surrounding Benevolent Asylum, 444. 
Contracts, Royal Agricultural Ground, 418. 

Agent-Genef-ae :—
Recalling of Sir Saul Samuel, 9, 10.
Offering of position to Mr. Brunker, 247.
Inspection of Accounts, 350. .
Inquiry into Office by Mr. Coghlan, 40S, 426.

Agents :— "
Goods consigned to, 75.
Regulation of “ Labour Agents,” S3.
Protection of Produce, 365, 514.

Agricultukal Societies :—
Contracts for Advertisements with Royal, 418.
Of the Colony, 194.
Subsidies to/251, 275, 3S8.
Subsidies during last twenty years, 375.
Payments to Royal Agricultural Society, 41S. 

Agriculture ;— -
Cost of Wheat-growing, 21.
Preservation of Fodder, 69.
Seed for Fanners, Neapean and Hawkesburv Districts, 

149. '
Sced-wbcat to Farmers, 132.
Cost of Experimental Farms and appointment of 

experts, 176.
Experimental Farm, Wagga Wagga, 203, 443, 444, 47S. 
Rubber plants, 373.
Policy of establishing Experimental Farms, 351. 
Handbook on, and Agricultural Chemistry, 3S9. 
Distribution of Cotton-seed, 390, 445.

“Ajax” :—Master of Pilot Boat, H2. 131.
“ Alacrity ” :—Purchase of Hulk, 108.
“Alcides” Dismantling of Dredge, 350.
Aliens :—

Employment on Railways, 01,
Immigration of, 305.
Introduction of Restriction Bill, 3SS.

Alien Hawkers Bill ; —Introduction of, 55,

-Grown Wagga Experimental
QUESTIONS (continued) :—

Allora String Wheat :
Farm, 47S.

Allwood, Josefh Depositions in case, 239.
Amakoo Railway Station ;—Road from Forbes Road, 

254. __
Anderson, Me. :—Visit to England, 351.
Angledool :—

Weir, 75.
Dummying on, 355, 375, 415, 490.

Arbitration Case McSharry r. Railway Commis
sioners, 188, 241, 255, 417, 468.

Armidale :—Proposed railway from Trial Bay, 210. 
Artesian Bores :—

On Selectors’ Holdings, 48.
Contract at Coonnmble, 129,
Control of wrater, 214.
Trangie, 321.

Art Gallery
Mr. James Howe Carr’s pictures, SS.
Conrad Marten’s pictures, 98.
Contract for Additions, 154.
Free-stone in Howie's Contract, 168.
Bust of President du Fanr, 246.

Assessors (See “Land and Inoohe Tax Assessment 
Act ”).

Association Ground Moore Park, 240, 284.
Asylums

William Creswell, Parramatta, 57.
Konmoro, 107.
George-street, Parramatta, 204, 506.
Removal of patients from old Woollen-mills, Parra

matta, 345, 506. .
Release of Edward Gregory, 487.

Atkinson, Mr. ;—Chief Inspector of Coal-mines, 22, 55, 
150.

Attorney-General
Opinion on Coal-mines Regulation Act, 150.
Opinion re Land and Income Tax, 125.
Speech on Federation, 265, 209.

Auditor-General Minute on Public Accounts, 345. 
Australian Agricultural Co. Payment of Land 

Tax, 165,
Australian Frozen Meat English duty on, 294. 
Australasian Federation Enabling Act :—Expenses 

of Flection under, 10, 252.
Australasian Federation Representatives Allow.

ance Bill Passage of, 289.
Ballina

Destruction of Cattle in Electorate, 152.
Tender for Mail Contract with North Creek, 407. 

Balmain
Railway communication with, 1S5.
Government Assessors’ valuation of property, 316. 
Technical Classes, 409.

Balranald ;—Surrender of Freehold Land, 152.
Band Contest :—During Record Reign Celebrations, 48, 

03.
Bankruptcy:—Case of M‘Burney, Wallis,& Co., 146,479. 
Bankruptcy Acts Amendment Act, 1S9GRetro

spective provisions of secs. 31 and 33, 275.
Barbed-wire Fences:—Accidents through, 361. 
Barron, T. S.—Typhoid fever ease, North Botany, 398, 
Barley :—Grown on experimental farms, 252.
Barnes, Frank :—Death at Longuevillc School, 194. 
Barrack Hill :—Tramway accident, 345.
Bathurst Work done by prisoners in gaol, 227. 
Beattie. Mary Case of, Mudgce Hospital, 246. 
Bee-culture :—Lectures by Mr. Gale, 194.
Beer Duty Act :—Alleged evasion by Messrs. Tooth & 

Co., 139.
Bellinger River :—Improvements to entrance, 361. 
Belmore ;—Traffic on Railway Line to Sydenham, 319. 
Benevolent Asylum :—-Advertisements on walls sur

rounding, 444.
Berry’s Bay :—Resumption of land, 73.
Retting Houses Suppression Act :—

Offences under, 94, 187.
Action taken by Police under, 140, 187.
Publication of Betting Advertisements, 146, 151.
Shops Nos. 239, 241, and 245, Pitt-atreet, 166.
Decision of meeting of Magistrates, 175.
Opening of new shops, ISO.
Suppression of tote-shops, 299.

Bills Drafting of Government, 293.
Bicycles :—

Travellers by North Shore Ferry Co., 73, 175.
Booking of, by railway travellers, 211.

Birds Protection Act:—Convictions at Forbes, 350, 
366.

Birthday Honors For Editor of S.M, Herald, 271.
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QUESTIONS (co!i(iimefi);—

Blankets : —
Distributed by Government, 138, lot, 307.
Distributed ut Jlolong, 203.
Supplied to Membersof Parliament for distribution. 340. 

Blind Woukn Institution ut Strathfield, 390. '
Block 13 (Seo “Bkoken Hili/’).
Blue Book Issuing of, 65, 375, 38S.
Boahi) op Health :—

Sydney Milk Supply, 391, 507.
Appointment of Medical Oflicers, 418.
Standard Scale of Milk, 440.
Appointment of Members, 503.

Bokadah .Road to Nyngan, 350, 376, 390.
Bon AN SCRUJ! ‘

Relief works, 170 (5).
Improved Lands, 409.

Boiler Inspection Bill Introduction of, 288, 329, 
Bonky’s Rocks :—Bi-weekly mail service, 233.
Books Sold by Tree Public Library, 154, 166. 
liooTV, Me. O. J.:—Retirement from Service, 489. 
Bores (See "Artesian Bores”),
Botanical Gardens 

Itccipieiils of trees, cuttings, &c., 56.
Vernacular names of plants, 375.

Botany :—Shipping accommodation, 444.
Botany, North Typhoid fever case, 398.
Brand, Miss M. O. :—Resumption of property, Moree,

29, 60. i i J > >
Branding Damage done to hides, 489.
Bhewarrina :—

Homestead Leases in District, 111,
Police Magistrate, 82.

Bridges : —
Over River Murray between New South Wales and 

Victoria, 56.
Over-head Railway, Nyngan, 106.
Over Murray River at Moama, 112, 132, 239, 299, 467. 
Over Collegan Creek, 138.
Oyer Parramatta River, Newington, 165.
Richmond, 255.
Over river at Kempsey, 329.
Over Little River, 32'j.
Between Narrandera and Buckingbong, 344.
Or Punt service, Rydalmere, 369. 
lixpenditiirc, Molong district, 374.
Tender for Gundagai, 445.
Cook's River Dam, 516.

Brighton Racecourse Accidents at, 248.
British New Guinea ;—Administration of law. 230. 
Brisbane Delegates to Fruit Conference. 10, 120. 
BitODlE, Mr. Wishing in closed waters, 350, 355. 
Broken Hill :—

Accident at Mines, 22, 149, 150, 151.
Lead-poisoning Cases, 130.
Stopcs at Junction Mine, 22.
Water Supply, 167 (2), 266.
Reserve Corps, 132.
Junction Silver-mining Co., 176.
Work at Mines on Sunday, 184, 1S9.
Changing-houses, Junction Mine, 176, 203.
Report on Darling's Shaft, Block 13, 203.
Accident to Thomas Sampson, 205.
Report of Hospital Board on charges against Dr, Sea- 

brook, 391. 8
Report of Royal Commission on Accidents, 456. 

Broken Hill Water Supply Act;—Powers of Secretary 
for Works, 8. •

Beookong Holding :—Settlement Areas on, 513.
Bruce, Mr. Alexander ;—Chief Inspector of Stock, 159, 

194.
Brunker, Hon. J. N. :—OJTcring of position of Agent- 

General to, 247.
Brush Farm :—Goods made at Reformatory, 488. 
Bryma dura Run :—Leasehold Area, Molong District, 434. 
Buckingeono ;—Bridges between Narrandera and, 344. 
Bucklano, Mr. :—PublieSchoolTeacher, Kings wood, 505. 
Bulga Prickly-pcar on road to Howe’s Valley, 340. 
Belli Pass Road from Otford, 202. ‘
Burgess :—Reward for recovery of body of, 90. 
Bvrrawanq Holding ;—

Withdrawn lands on, 49.
Land Exchanges, 443.

Bursaries :—Gained by Public School Pupils, 34. 
Butler, Murderer :—

Post-mortem Examination of Brain, 161, 210, 414.
Cost of murder ease, 218,
Rewards to detectives and others on case, 299. 

Butler’s Hill ;—Deviation on Road Wyong to Yarra- 
molong, 121, 321.

QUESTIONS {continued) : —
Byrnes, Mr, F. O. Late of Post and Telegraph 

Department, 8.
Byron Bay' Jetties:—Wharfage fees, 305.
Cable (See " Tramways”). ,
Cable Messages :—Delay through use of Universal 

Code, 219.
Cadet Corps ;—In connection with Public Schools, 351. 
Camden Haven Harbour and River improvements, 341. 
Campbell, Mr. J. L. :—

Legal Opinion re Collection of Arrears of Income Tax, 
119.

Drafting of Land and Income Tax Aet, 245.
Canadian Mail Steamers Subsidy lo, 122.
Canawav, Mr. A. P :—Position in Service, 42. 
Canonbar Holding Lease ol scrub-land to lessee, 229. 
Canowindha ;—Gates and Roads from, 42, 45. 
Canterbury Park Accidents at Racecourse, 248,271, 
Capertee :—Maintenance Men on Road to Cudgegong, 93. 
Captain’s Fl-yt

Post and Telegraph Office, 130, 217.
Police Court Station, 130.
Cottage Hospital, 227.
Water supply, 270, 468.
Reward to discoverers of mining field, 288.
Mining field, 330.

Caiii'enterian Reformatory ;—
Late Superintendent, 133,
Goods made at, 488.

Carpentina Proposed road from Nyngan, 210.
Carr, James Howe Pictures in Art Gallery, 88. 
Carrutheks, Tub Hon. J. H. '

Allowance for travelling to and from Adelaide, 265. 
Attendance in Parliament, 389.

Cansilis :—Railway from Muswellbrook, 90. 
Castleruaoh Common Sale of, 143.
"Casual Employees Opinion of Attorney-General, 

re, 444, 467.
Cattle :—

Destroyed under Dairies Supervision Act, 45, 126, 152. 
Importation to stock experimental farms, 253.
South Coast, purchased by Mr. O'Cnllnghan, 270. 
Inoculated for plcuro-pneumouia, 421, 503.

Cayley, Mr. Neville :—Pictures in Art Gallery, 87. 
Cecil Park :—Klectoral Registrar, 4C9.
Centennial Park ■

Construction of Reservoir, 121.
Statue of late Sir Henry Parkes, 195.

Central Division {See '"Crown Lands”).
Charitable Institutions : —

Royal Commission on, 17.
Deaf and Dumb, Newtown Road, 416.
Provisions supplied to Mrs. Smith, of Suttor, 468. 
Overtime worked in Department, 487.
Water supplied to, 490.

Chats wood :—Extension of Sewerage to, 69, 306. 
Chemists’ Shops.—French Goods exposed for Sale, 367. 
Chief Commissioner for Railways 

Salary of, 160.
Examination at Adelaide Federal Convention, 101. 

Chinese :—
Arrested for gambling at Rockdale, 205.
Act dealing with gambling by, 205.
Gambling dens, known to Pohee, 263, 294, 314, 488. 

Ciiizlett, G. Selection on Nanami Run, 154.
Circuit Courts, &c. {See " Administration ok 

Justice”).
Circulars :—Sent to Chairmen of Local Land Boards 

and District Surveyors, 361, 370, 388.
Circular Quay : —

Lease of Wharfs, 40, 329.
Sewer opening at, 64.
Ferry traffic, 88.

City Railway Extension 
Royal Commission, 224.
Forcing of question through Parliament, 254.
Cost of construction, 278, 320.
Work for trades, 278.
Workmen's tickets, 278.
Report from Public Works Committee, 283.
Draft Report of Works Committee, 327.
Submission of BiH to Parliament, 408, 416.

Civil Service :—
Pensions to Mr. F, Or Byrnes and Mr. W. B. Wnkely, 8. 
TraY'elliiig Expenses of Public Officers, 0. 
Superannuation Fund, 16.
Chief Inspector of Coal-mines, 22, 55, 150.
Retirements (voluntary) under 62 section of Aet, 22, 31, 

122.
Stock Branch, Mines Department, 30,
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QUESTION'S {continued)< 
Civil Service (continued):—

Refunds to Officers of Stock Department, 297, 321, 343, 
391 433 468 4S9.

Salaries of Stock Inspectors, 34, 88, 105, 106, 315, 489. 
Mr. A. P. Canawav, 42.
Regulations dealing with Handwriting, 57.
Leave of absence to Officers visiting England, 58. 
Issuing of Blue Book, 65, 375, 388.
Visit of Mr. Coghlan to England, 69, 350, 351.
Public Servants in General Division, 70.
Officers over age of 65, 82.
Rev. J. M. Curran, 87-
Mr. Lethbridge, ShcrifTs Officer, 89.
Rentals charged to School Teachers, 97, 98, 209, 344, 

345, 349 (-), 362, 370, 376, 469, 515.
Appeals against rent of residences, 515.
Rents deducted from Postmasters’ Salaries, 98.

. Mr, X. C. Lockhardt, 98.
Mr. George Valder, 102,
11 Appeals " from Government Printing Office, 103. 
Appointment of Cotton Expert, 105.
Captain W. Crossman, 112.
Payments to Temporary and Casual Staff, Government 

Printing Office, 112, 120.
Clerks, Taxation Department, 113.
Health Officers, 126 (2),
Application by Mr. Manton for Gratuity, 126.
Salaries of Messrs. Fitzmauriee and Letton, 131.
Master of Pilot-boat “Ajax,” 13L.
Government Architect’s Department, Western District, 

133.
Earlier Payment of School Teacher’s Salaries, 133. 
Superintendent of Carpenterian Reformatory, 133. 
Water Conservation Department, 137, 455.
Overtime worked in Taxation Department, 137, 367. 
Mr. W. M‘ Laren, Superintendent, Prison Industries, 144. 
Assistant Registrars of Copyrights, 145, 196.
Mr. D, 0. J. Donnelly, Clerk of Petty Sessions, 153. 
The Chief Inspector of Stock, 159, 194.
Mr. Wright, Lands Department, 168.
Holidays to Postal and Telegraph employees, 175, 
Telegraphdine repairers, 176.
Mr. Urquhart, 179, 287. _
Temporary hands, Government Printing Office, 180. 
Gratuities to oflicers, 180.
Mr. Herbert, Governor Darlinghurst Gaol, 188. 
Computation of pensions of retired servants, 1S8. 
District allowances to public officers, 195, 408. 
Abatements under Aet of 1884, 196, 223,
The Registrar-General, Registrar of Trade Marks, and 

Examiner of Patents, 19G, 228.
Employees, Goat Island Magazine, 202.
Gratuities to officers dismissed from Government Print

ing Office, 203.
Public School Teacher, Wilbcrfoi-ce, 213.
Overtime worked by Postal employees on English mail- 

days, 228,
Candidates at Examinations, 234.
Examinations held by Board, 204,
Retirement of Mr. John M. Sheahan, 209.
Dredge Service employees, 270.
Gratuities to retired officers, 277.
Appointments in Landand Income Tax Department, 300. 
Gratuities to officers retired between the ages of 00 and 

65, 307. _ _ ^
Pension to Sir William Wiudeyer, 314.
“ Sorters,” G.P.O., 320,
Equipment of Patents Office, 289, 320, 322.
Pilots’ and Boatmen’s salaries, 322.
Fidelity guarantee premiums, 322,
Grading of Postmasters, 335.
Regrading of Government Printing Office, 340, 502,513. 
Assistant Government Architect, 344, 397.
Persons employed on N.S.S. “ Sobraon,” 350.
Visit of Public Officers to England, 351.
Increments to officers of Marine Board, 359. 
Declarations of age, 388,
Appeals by Officers of Registrar-General’s Department,

413.
Increases to Officers of Justice and Registrar-General’s 

Departments, 413.
Refunds of gratuities by reappointed officers, 416. 
Assistants, Taxation Department, 418.
Mr. McFarlanc, D.S.M., 132, 424.
Officers between 60 and 05, 424. .
Mr. McK.cU, P.M., 424.
Mr. L. S. Donaldson, P.M., Dubbo, 424.
Leave of absence to Printing Office employees, 426, 

470, 487. '
Office hours, Registrar-General's Department, 433.

EST10NS (continued)
Civti, Service (continued)

“CasualEmployees,” 444, 467.
Air. W. H. Golding, 468.
Appointment of sons of Mr. McGowen, ALP., 478. 
Overtime worked in Charitable Institutions Depart

ment, 487.
Retirement of Air. C. J. Booty, 489.
Contributors to Superannuation Fund who were retired 

and reappointed, 502 
Watchmen E. AVaite and Pratt, 504.
Omission of Schedule 2 of Public Service Act from 

Public Service Gazette. 514.
Prisons Department, 514,
Employment of Pilots, 516.

Clark v. Hammond Alleged perjury in case, 145. 
Clarence River 

Flood-prevention, 48.
Hindoos in District, 247.

Clake Station :—Homestead Leases, 112.
Clarke, AJr. Mining Warden, Wyalong, 39.
Clarke Prosecution Newtown Police Court, .501. 
Clear Farsi Hill :—Deviation of road, 321, 365, 514. 
Clerks of Works Qualification for, under Works 

Department, 423.
Clyde Metallurgical Works:—Treatment of Ores, 130, 

109, 231.
Coal

Loaded at South Coast Jetties on Sunday, 113.
For Railway Purposes, 138, 349.
Output from Newcastle Collieries, 349, 167.
Amount received for traction from Northern Collieries, 

398.
Coal-mines Regulation Act 

Interpretation of 38th clause, 40, 46.
Opinion of Attorney-General, 150.
Special Rules of Colliery Companies, 240.

Coast Hospital :—little Bay, 22, 41, 65, 75, 82, 94, 130, 
139, 139, 254, 295, 298, 418, 434.

Conn, Dr. Experiments on Worms, Moss Vale, 193. 
Goff’s Harbour :—

Railway from Guyra, 15, 311, 502.
Wharfage fees, 305.

Coghlan, Mr. :—
\Tisit to England, 69, 350, 351.
Inquiry into Agent-General’s Office, 40S, 426. 

Collegan Creek Bridge over, 138.
Collieries Chief Inspector, 22, 55.
Collins Jons Sentenced at Bingara, 99, 119, 145, 375. 
Collins Thos. :—Alleged dummying, Molong, 113. 
Colombo Creek Dam on, 299.
Colonial Secretary :—Uniforms supplied by Depart

ment, 101.
Colonial Sugar Co.Opening of Pyrmont Works on 

Sunday, 340.
Coloured Races Restriction Bill 

Royal Assent to, 253, 300.
Statement of Premier in reference to, 2Q4. ’

Commissioners (See “Railways”; also “Klectoral"}. 
Commissions :—

On Sugar-growing Industry, 10. __
On charges made by Mr. Parkes, M.L, A., 42, 49, 5S, 70, 

467.
Report of, on Marine Board, 210.

- Report of, on accidents at Broken Hill, 456.
Commons :—Castlercagh, 143.
Compositors:—Government Printing Office, 388.502,513. 
Conditional Purchases (See “ Crown Lands”}. 
Conferences Held by Secretary for Mines, 231. 
Consolidation of the Land Laws Report from Select 

Committee, 455.
Constitution of Commonwealth of Australia Bill 

(See also “ Federation ”)_
Amendment in Preamble, acknowledging Supreme 

Being, 21S.
Issue of speeches in general debate, 227, 288, 294. 
Submission to electors, 276, 314.
Speech of Attorney-General, 265, 299.
Supply of copies to Schools of Arts, &e., 320. _
Parliamentary Review of work of Sydney Convention, 

1897, 387.
Consuls Income Tax of Foreign, 288.
Consumfitves Thirlmere Home for, 74.
Contract's "

Under Works Department, 16.
Additions to Art Gallery, 154, 168.
Complaints re Lands Office Buildings, 166.
Mr, Louis Limburg’s, for Police clothing, 376. 
Subletting of, 434.
Protection of workmen employed by Government con

tractors, 439.
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QUESTIONS (continued):—
CoywAVCounsel for defence of seaman, 376.
COOQEE :—Postal Mistress at, 57.
Cook and Son, Messrs.:—Kailway arrangements with, S3. 
CookajiidG kry :—Koad from Eugowra to Kailway Station, 

22.
Cook’s River Improvement Scheme :—

Work for Unemployed on, 04.
Commencement of, 239, 352, 51G.

Coolahah Court of Petty Sessions, 272.
Coonamhle :—Artesian Well Contract, 129.
Cooper t:. Taxation Commissioners Queen’s Council 

in case, 245.
Cooranrono : —Post Oiliee, 503.
Cootamundra :—Gold sent from Gold-field, 1GG. 
CoPi’Kir.nrs Assistant Kegistrars, 145, 196.
Coroners :—

Jurymen serving on Inquests, 3GG.
Holding office in country after assignment of estate, 434. 

“Costa Kioa Packet":—Payment of award money, 64. 
Cottage Hospital Captain's Elat, 227. -
Cotton Expert Apjiointinent of, 105.
COTTON-SKKD 'Distributed to farmers, 390, 445. 
Council of the Churches :—Appointment of President 

to Executive Council, 231.
Country Districts :—

Coroners holding office after assignment of estate, 434. 
Returning Oflicers holding office after assignment of 

estate, 435.
Court-house Cudal, 225, 233.
Cow-rails :—

Floors, Richmond River District, 119, 152, 303.
Floors, Southern District, 31G.

Cowell, Lake ;—
Road to, 57.
Opening of, for Fishing, 58.

Cowra Public Roads in Borough, 214.
Creameries Income Tax payable, 202.
Crksswei.l, William :—Case of, 57.
Chimes :—hfyde Park, 278.
Criminals :—Influx into New South Wales, 330. 
Crossman, Captain W. :—Appointment to Pilot Steamer 

“Ajax,” 112.
Crown Grants :—

Quit-rents on, 70, 88.
Unpaid balances, 144.

Crown Lands :— _
Trespasses on property at Gore Hill, S.
Conversion of C.P.’s into Homestead Leases, 29.

QUESTIONS (eonftBKCd)
Crown Lands (eonfinned) _

Selection of Arthur Jeffries, Dcniliquin, 298, 340, 350, 
356, 362. _

■ Pastoral Leases, Central Division, 307.
Instalments on Conditional Purchases, Deniliquin 

Electorate, 313.
Exchange of land for private land, Wagga District, 314. 
Improvement Leases, Jervis Bay, 316, 517.
Wilbcrforce Settlement, 322.
Refund of deposit money, 322.
Newcastle Pasturage Reserve, 323.
Appraisements made by Mr. McMillan, 330.
Refund of rent to Pastoral and Homestead Lessees, 

335.
Lease of Water Reserve No. 30, 336,
] Vo visions of sections 13 and 24 of Act of 1895, 33G. 
Attachment of resumed areas to leasehold areas, 

Western Division, 339, 374.
Consolidation of land laws, 344. _
Alleged dummying, Now Angledool Station, 355, 375, 

415,490. ‘ . .
Settlement leases, Derribong and Weemabah subdivi

sions. 360.
Losses througli Dummying, 3G0.
Circulars sent to Chairmen of Local Land Boards and 

District Surveyors, 361, 370, 3S8.
Kooba Pastoral Holding, 374.
Counsel in ease Greene r. Hargraves, 3S8, 39S- 
Attendance of Minister in Parliament, 3S9.
Mcrcadool Land Cases, 408.
Powers of Local Land Boards, 423.
Jackson's lease (now Quodly’s), Bourke, 425.
Evidence of Mr. W. C. Hill, Supreme nud Equity 

Courts, 425, 470.
Homestead Selections under Aet of 1895, 425. 
Leasehold area, Bryinadura Run, 434.
Land Exchanges, liurrawang Pastoral Holding, 443. 
Report from Select Committee ou Consolidation of 

law's, 455.
Lands for Closer Settlement Bill, 450.
Appeal in land ease rc Harrington, 4G7.
Pastoral Holdings of Toorale and Dunlop, 477- 
Advances to Crown tenants, 479.
C.P. made by John Hayes, 479, 490.
Conversion of Pastoral Leases into Scmb Leases, 490. 
Settlement areas, Brookong Holding, 513.

Crown Lands Application Bill Passing of, 238. 
Crown-Street :—Tramway Fares on line, 343.

Reappraiscmcnt of Pastoral Leases, 30.
Situated betwecnllurrumbidgeeandLachlan Rivers, 34. 
Equity Suit—Hill, Clark, A Co. t*. Perrot, 34. 
Instalment on C.P.’s, 46, 89.
Samuel Lemon’s C. P., 47.
Special Lease held by Geo. F. Millgate, Molong, 47, 153. 
Transfer of C.P.'s to married women, 49.
Withdrawn lands on liurrawang Holding, 49.
Land Board at Gundagai, 56.
Quit-rents on old Grants, 70, 88.
Fines on overdue payments on C.P.’s, 70.
Settlement Leases, 74.
Selectors' payments, 74.
Alleged Disappearance of Papers from Department, 103. 
Dedication of, Grabben Cullen, 106.
Homestead Leases, Brcwarrina and Warrego Districts,

jn.
Homestead Leases on Clare Station, 112.
Alleged Dummying by Tlios. Collins, 113.
Land for Selection, Eurundery, Mudgee, 122. 
Extension of Leases on Euromedah and Wcemobali 

Holdings, 139,
Castlercagh Common, 143.
Unpaid Balances on Old Grants, 144.
Surrender of Freehold Land, Balranald, 152.
A Sieged Dummying, Nanami Run, 153, 389, 312 {2), 516. 
G. Chixlctt’s Selection, Nanami Run, 154.
Proposed Exchange, Salisbury Creek, 1G0.
Transfers of C.P.’s to Married Women, 167 (3).
Action of Crown Lands Agent at Gundagai, 167- 
False Declarations rc Dummying, 184.
Area of Western Division, 217. ■
Held under Pastoral Leases and Occupation Licenses, 

Centra) and Western Divisions, 217.
Settlement in Nyngan District, 228. ’
Position of Exchanges, 228.
Incase of Scrub-land to Lessee of Canonbar Holding, 228. 
Scrub-lands, "Western Bogan, 228, 409.
Bill dealing with Value of Improvements, 233, 243. 
C.P. of Mrs. E. J. Ormsby, 235, 456.
Leased near Jervis Bay, 246.
Sale of Occupation Leases, Grafton, 255.

Cudal :—
Railway from Gregra, 69, 507.
Gates and Roads to, 42, 45.
Court-house, 225, 233.

Cudgegong Maintenance Men on Road from Capertee, 
93. ,

Cumberland, County Rent charged for Teachers’ 
residences, 376.

Cumnock Water supply, 42. _
Curnow, 31ev. Wm. '.—Publishing of Sydney Morning 

Herald on Sunday, 238.
Curran, Rev, J. M.

Lectures at Wattle Flat and Sofala, 45.
Position in Service, 87.

Customs Duties ;—
Alleged Evasion by Messrs. Tooth & Co., 139.
On Spirits, 30.
Tables of Revenue, 233.
Imports of flour, maize, seeds, Ac., 355.
Heading, Drawback and refund of duties, 361.

“ Cyanide" Patent :—Amendment of specification, 335, 
Dairy Herds :—

Inspector appointed by Fresh Food and lee Co,, 138. 
Cattlo purchased by Mr. O’Callaghan, 270.

Dairies Sufkrvision Act :—
Cattle destroyed under, 45, 126, 152.
Floors of cow-bails, 119, 162, 306, 316.
Regulations under, 351.

Dalton, Regina v. :—Case of, 516. .
Dams :—Yanko and Colombo Creeks, 299.
Dance Rooms :—Regulation of, 120, 346. _ _
D’Ahcy Wentworth Mine ;—Date of lease application, 

443.
Darling Harbour Value of Freehold from Dawes 

Point to Head of, 161, 176.
Darling Island :—Works at, 94, 488.
Darling River ;— ‘

Cost of lock and weir, 1S3.
Wool-scouring on, 240.
Imports and exports, vta, 359.

Darlinghurst Gaol Detention of Claude Herrick, 
477.

/
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QUESTION'S (continued):— ,
Dawes Pojst :—Value of Freehold from Head of Darlint; 

Harbour to, 1G1, 176.
Deak ash Dome Institution Newtown Road, 416.

■ Deficit (See "Finance”).
Denjuiquin

Instalments on Conditional Purchases in Electorate, 
313.

Payment to men for forest-thinning, 409.
Dentists’ Rill Passage through Assembly, SCO. 
Department of Mines :—Total Expenditure under, 375. 
Derribong Subdivision Settlement lease on. 360. 
Diamond Drills Value of Plant, &c., 424. '
Dickey, Mr. ;—Compensation in connection with Jeril- 

derie-Berrigan Line, 65, SS.
Diseased Meat Correspondence re disposal of, 4S8. 
Diseases in Sheep Acts 

Amounts collected under, 46.
Amendment of, 102.

District Allowances (See “Civil Service"),
District Surveyors Circulars sent to, 301, 370.
Docs:—

Destruction of Stray, 120.
Registered during 1897, 301.

Dojiain i—
Fruit Vendors, 417, 433.
Sale of Newspapers on Sundays, 477.

Donald, Mr. :—Overseer of Construction of Telcpdiono 
Tunnels, 195.

Donaldson, Mr, L. S. :—Police Magistrate, Dubbo, 424. 
Donnelly, Mr, D. C, J. :—Clerk of Petty Sessions, 

Piclon, 153.
Dora Creek :—Dredging Work, 121.
Draftino Of Government Bills, 245, 293, 306. 
Drainacf.;—Of water-course country near Moree, 31, 152. 
Dp.ake :—Mining Case at, to be tried at Glen limes, 133. 
Drawback and Refund of Duties;—Amount under 

beading, 361.
Dredcks :—

Work at Dora Creek, 121.
Employees iu Service, 276.
Dismantling of the “ Alcides,” 350.
Expenses of Mr. Fairweather in England, 408.
Work at Lake Macquarie, 503.

Drill r—In Public Schools during summer months, 440. 
Drought

Carriage of Stock from stricken districts, 74.
Relief Co residents of stricken districts, 74.
Report of Government Meteorologist on, 81,
Loss of Stock from, 89,
Light Railways to Districts, 143.

Drunkenness : — Report of Comptroller-General 
Prisons, 234.

Dubbo :—
Proposed Railway to Wcrris Creek, 225,
Lock-up, 417.

Dudley Mine ;—Workman’s train to, 45,
Du Faur, Mr. :—Rust of, for Art Gallery, 246. 
Dummying (See “ Crown Lands ”).
Dunlop :—Pastoral Holdings, 477.
Dynamite ;—Throwing, at Lucknow, 330.
Early Closing Bill -Introduction of, 218, 418.
Easter Encampment :—Expenses in connection 

4SS.
Eddy, Mr.

Evidence at Adelaide Federal Convention, 161, 1G9. 
Railway Employees attending funeral, 168.
Report on federal control of railways, 287, 315 (5) 

Education (See also “ ' Sobraon,’ tf.S.S.”)
Bursaries gained by Public School pupils, 34.
Lectures of Rev. J. M. Curran, 45. •
Celebration of Record Reign by Schools, 55, 56, 88. 
Lusk’s School History, 03, 201.
Rentals charged to School Teachers, 97, 98, 209, 344, 

345, 349 (!), 362, 370, 376, 409, 515.
Appeals against rent of residences, 515.
Uniforms supplied by Department,'102.
Public School, Kincumher, 121.

Do Woodporfc, 121, 330,
Do Newport, 121.

Payment of Teachers’ Salaries before Record Reign 
Celebrations, 133.

Death of Frank Barnes, Longueville School, 194.
Mr. Guthrie’s Statements, re School-teachers, 210. 
Public School Teacher, Wilberforce, 213, 255.
Public School, Newcastle South, 227.
Statement of Sir Julian Salomons, re misbehaviour of 

School Children, 247.
Public School, Richmond, 254,
Public School, Experimental Farm, Wagga Wagga, 284.

of

with,

QUESTIONS (continued)
Education (continued):—

Fuel and Cleaning Allowances of Schools, 298.
Cadet Corps, 351.
Pupil-teachers, 360.
Public Schools in Districts, 366.
School-house, Girilambouc, 376.
Handbook on Agriculture, 389.
Handbook on Geology, 389.
Techuical Classes, Balmain, 409.
Attendance at Penrith Public School, 408.
Drill in Public Schools, 440.
New School, Gundaroo, 468.
Railway Concessions to Teachers, 503.
Mr. Buckland, Kingswood School, 505.
Provisional Schools, 505.
Payment of Teachers’ Salaries on breaking up for 

holidays, 516.
Electoral

Expenses under Australasian Federation Enabling Act, 
30, 252.

Recommendations of Commissioners, 195.
Voting by post under Victorian Federal Enabling Act, 

305.
Cost of last General Election, 305.
Preparation of Rolls at Printing Office, 311.
Submission of Federal Bill to Electors, 3)1.
Returning Officer, Goulburn, 31),
Transfers of Electors’ Rights, 344.
Duties of Police Magistrates in connection with Act, 

•425.
Registrar, Cecil Park, 469.

Electric Lighting Bill Introduction of, 288. 
Engine-drivers (See “Railways”}.
England :—Duty on imported frozen meat, 294. 
Ensilage Preservation of Fodder, 09.
Estimates (See “Finance”),
Eugowra

Road to Cookamidgery Railway Station, 22.
Gates on Road to Goolagong, 353,

Euromedah Holding Extension of Lease, 139. 
Eurundery —Land for Selection in Parish, 122.

' Evangelical Alliance:—DeputationrcSundayTrading. 
323.

Examinations ;—Held by Public Service Board, 264, 
33xchanges of Land (See “Crown Lands”).
Excise Revenue :—Tables of, 233.
Executive Council: — Appointment of President of 

Churches, 231.
Expenditure (Sec “Finance”).
Experimental Farms :—

Cost to date, 176.
Wagga Wagga, 203, 443, 444, 478.
Barley grown on, 252.
Importation of Cattle to stock, 253.
Garra, 265.
Establishment of, as matter of policy, 351.

Exports :—
And Imports, via Darling River, 359.
And Imports, per rail, between N.S.W. and Victoria, 

365.
Ewen, Mr. James :—Appointed as Trustee, Savings 

Bank of N.S.W., 507.
Factories and 'Workshops Act :—

Amendment of, 34.
Application of provisions to warehouses and bulk stores, 

217.
Fairweather, Mr. Expenses whilst supervising con

struction of dredge in England, 408.
False Declarations In connection with Dummying, 

184.
Fares (See “Railways”).
Farmers

Seed-wheat for, 132, 149.
Cotton seed distributed to, 390, 446.

Fedf.ration :—
Issue of ffansard debates, 114, 288, 294.
Evidence of Mr. Eddy, Adelaide Convention, 161, 169. 
Financial Papers read at Convention, 161.
Cost of Flection of Delegates to Convention, 252, 205. 
Speeches of the Attorney-General and Sir Julian 

Salomons, 265, 299.
Federal control of Railways—Report by Mr. JCddy, 

287, 315 H-
Allowances to Representatives at Adelaide, 265, 2S9. 
Documents submitted to Convention, 293, 296, 
Submission of Bill to Vote of People, 276, 314.
Carrying of Address in Legislative Council, 319.
Supply of Constitution Bills to Schools of Arts, &c., 

320.
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QUESTIONS (continued) ■.—
Federation (continu&i,) :—

Expenses of Convention to date, 361, 391.
Expenses of Convention of 1897, 374. 
ravlinmentarv Kevicw of work of Sydney Convention, 

1897, 387- ” ' ,
Special bonus to Parliament House and Printing Office 

Officials, 493, 504.
Ferries Traffic Circular Quay, 88.
Fidelity Ouarantee Fund :—

Amount at credit of, 56.
Premiums paid by Public Servants, 322.

Finance (See also “ Land and Income Tax Assessment 
Act'1) _

Revenue and Expenditure from 1st July, 1896, to 31st 
March, 1897, 16.

Road Vote for 1895-96, 1890-7, 16, 31, 35.
Public Accounts—Liquidation of debts of previous 

Financial Year, 29.
Money voted for reproductive works, 35.
Liabilities incurred for works undertaken during 1395-0, 

35.
Fidelity Guarantee Fund, 56.
Road Vote for 1897-8, 97, 501.
Accounts for 1896-7 postponed till next year, 144, 391. 
Ueficit of Financial Year 1896-7, 184.
Jubilee Expenditure, 185.
Public Accounts for Year 1890-7, 189.
Road Vote for 1890-7, 194,
Expenditure from Loan Votes, 195.
Special Municipal Endowment, 180, 188, 204, 210, 313. 
Payments to Guardians of State Children, 209.
Railway Revenue, 209.
Customs and Excise Revenue, 233.
Payments made this year for engagements applicable 

to 1896-7, 206, 272.
Arrangement of Military Estimates, 330.
Commission on sale of Funded Stock, 341.
Minute by Auditor-General on Public Accounts, 345. 
Return in reference to certain Public Accounts, 345. 
Railway Estimates, 316.
Roads Schedule for 1897-8, 359.
Banks in which Public Accounts are kept, 361. 
Drawback and refund of Duties, 361.
Amount under heading Revenue and Receipts, Special 

Appropriation, 3B9.
Revenue from Molong District, 374.
Ways and Means Account for 1S90-7, 390.
Salaries paid from Loan Votes, 398.

Fire Brigades :—
Amending Bill, 176, 440.
Maintenance by Insurance Companies, 300.

Fire Insurance Cos. Conditions in polioies, 408. 
Fireworks :—Display, Record Reign Celebrations, 188, 

213.
Fiscal Question Plebiscite Vote, 505.
Fischer, Mr. Gustave :—Visit to America, 238. 
Fisheries :— .

Opening of Lake Cowell, 58,
Drafting of Bill, 98.
Proceedings on Bill, 202.
Mr. Bi'odio fishing in closed waters, Lake Macquarie, 

350, 355.
Oyster leases, Northern Rivers, 416.

Fitzmaurice, Mr. Salary of, 131.
Fitzroy Dock :—Conveyance of men to, 2tS. 
Flood-prevention :—Hunter and Clarence Rivers, 48, 90. 
Flood, Mrs. :—Fine imposed on, 252.
Flora (See "Native Flora").
Flour Quality of Manitoba, 265.
Flying-foxes :—Destruction of, 8, 444.
Fodder :—Preservation of, 69.
Forres :—Convictions for breach of game laws, 350, 306. 
Forbes Road :—Road to Amaroo Railway Station, 254. 
Forestry

License Fees and Royalties on Timber, 8.
Reserve No. 14,972, 121.
Thinning near Dcniliquin, 409.

Forests and Quarries Bill :—Introduction of, 478. 
Fowler, Sir John ;—Amounts paid to, 309.
Fraser, Mr. A. C. :—Suggestions re prison reform, 120. 
Free Public Library :—Sale of Books, 154, 166.
Free Passer (See “Railways” ; also "Tramways”). 
FrehciiGoods :—Fxposed for sale in chemists’shops, 307. 
French, Major-General :—Report on Military Forces, 

232,
French Soldiers :—Temporary residence, Victoria 

Barracks, 283.
Fresh Food and Ice Co. Inspector of Dairy Herds, 

138.

QUESTIONS [continued)
Friendly Societies Bill ;—Introduction of, 133, 298. 
Fruit Conference, Brisbane.

Travelling Jixpenses of Delegates to, 10.
Bepresontative Delegate from Central Cumberland, 120. 

Fruit Vendors :—In the Domain, 410, 433.
Fuel and Cleaning Allowances To Schools, 298. 
Funded Stock :—Commission on sale, 341.
Funerals :—Of Paupers, 283, 2S8.
Gale, Mr. :—Lectures on Bce-cultnre, 194.
GAlton, Mr. Arthur History of Colony by, 298. 
Gambling : -

Arrest of Chinese at Rockdale, 205.
Act dealing with Chinese, 205.
Chinese dens known to Police, 263, 294, 314, 488.

Game Laws (See “ Birds Protection Act ’’).
Gaols ’

Goulbum, 75.
Release of Good-conduct Prisoners, 41.
Work done by Prisoners at Bathurst, 227- 
Gate at Mudgee, 240.
Treatment of Prisoners, 294.
Lock-up, Dubljo, 417.

Garden Island :—Control of adjacent waters, 513. 
Gakra :—Application for Experimental Farm, 205.
Gates :—

On Road Canowindrato Toogong and Cudal, 42, 40.
On Road Eugowra to Goolagong, 153.

“General Division" (Sec “Civil Service ”).
General Port Office (See also “ Postal ”)Additions 

to, 300, 300.
Geology :—Handbook of, 389.
George and Harris Streets Electric Tram:—

Poles and Brackets for, 55, 65, 06.
Commencement of work, 139.

Gikilamrone :—Erection of school, 376.
Gladesville Hospital :—G. F. Jones, coniince, 112. 
Glen Ora Road :—Grant for continuation of, 515.
Goat Island :—Employees at Magazine, 202.
Gold :—Returns furnished under Mining Act, 407- 
Golding, Mr. W. H. :—Appointment of, as Acting 

Postal Inspector, 408.
Goods :—Consigned to Agents, 75.
Goolagong -Gates on road from Eugowra, 153.
Gore Hilt. :—Trespassers on Crown Property, 8. 
Gosforu ;—Population Reserve, 224.
Goulburn

Registration at Labour Bureau, 10.
Gaol, 75.
State Children in District, 98.
Rossiville Estate, 153.
Inspector of Slaughter-houses, 239.
Appointment of Returning Officer, 3)2.
Site for Technical College, 440.

Governor, His Excellency Salary subject to Income 
Tax, 234,311.

Government Advertising :—
In Sydney Heivspapers, 47, 319.
Amounts paid to Jfercdd and Telegraph, 269. 

Government Architect's Department :—
Inspectors in Western District, 133.
Position of Assistant Architect, 345, 397. 

“Government Gazette” Supply to Country Receiving 
and Post Offices, 131.

Government Launches :—Use of, 91 (s).
Government of H.S.W. :— ^

Boundary of Jurisdiction, 234.
Administration of Law in British New Guinea, 239. 

Government Printing Office :—
“Appoals” to Public Service Board, 103.
Payments to Temporary and Casual Staff, 112, 120. 
Uismisaal of Temporary hands, 180.
Gratuities to dismissed officers, 203.
Regrading of, 340.
Overtime worked by Compositors, 3SS.
Bonus in connection with Federal Convention, 423, 004. 
Leave of absence to Employees, 426, 470, 487.
Rates of pay of Compositors, 502, 513.

Grabber G ullen :—Dedication of land for Public Hall, 
106.

Grafton :—
Railway from Guyra, 15, 311.
Sale of Occupation Leases, 255.

Gratuities (See “Civil Service”).
Greendale Reserve :—Wolumla, 35.
Gkeenew. Hargraves :—Counsel in Appeal case, 388, 398. 
Green’s Gunyah ;—Proposed railway to The Rock, 82. 
Greoory, Edward :—Release from Asylum, 487. 
Gregra :—Railway to Cudal, 69, 507.
Grenfell :—Mining Leases near, 105.
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QUESTIONS {continued)
Gkoves, JIe. John :—AVudifxjr, Eookwood Council, 501 (!). 
Gcn Practice Soutli Head, 3GG.
Gundagai:—

Appointment of J! ember to Land Boa rd. 06.
Action of Crown Lands Agent re Transfer of Condi

tional Purchases, 1G7.
Tender for Bridge, 445.

Guxdaroo :—
Recreation Reserve, 423.
Erection of New School, 4G8.

Guthrie, Mr, :—Statements re Schoolmasters, 210. 
Gutra :—Railway to Cofl’s liar hour, or South Grafton, 

15, 311, 502.
“Hansard”

Free issue of debates on Federation, 114, 2SS, 204.
Free Circulation by Post, 210.
Issue of Speeches on Constitution of Commonwealth of 

Australia Bill, 22/.
Bi-weekly issue of, 374.
Issue to Members of Parliament, 30S.

Harbours :—
South Coast—Evidence of Ur. Robertson, 105. 
Improvements, Camden Haven, 341.

Hare Pkst :—Action of Export Board, 270.
Harkness, Mr, :—Discoverer, Captain's Flat Mining 

Field, 2S8,
Harrington :—Appeal in land case, 4G7.
Hayes, John :—O.P. made by. 473, 430.
Hawkers (See “Alien Hawkers Bill“,|.
Hawkesmjry Agricultural College Appointment 

of Mr. George Valder, 102.
Hawkesbury District Seed for Farmers, 143. 
“Herald” (See “Sydney Morning Herald''). 
Herbert, Mr. :—Governor, Darlinghurst Gaol, 1SS. 
Herrick, Claude .—Detentionof,Darlinghurst Gaol,477. 
Hetton Colliery : — Coal raised from, 150.
Hides ;—Damage through branding. 483.
Hill, Mr. \V. C. :—Evidence in Supreme ami Equity 

Courts, 425, 470.
Hill, Clark, & Co. v. Peruott :—Equity suit, 34.
Hill End :—Til ail Contract between Mudgee and, 3S3. 
Hillston :—Weir Contract, 33.
Hindoos :—Tweed and Clarence River Districts, 247. 
History of the Colony :—By Mr. Arthur Galton, 29S. 
Holehan, Mr. :—Discoverer, Captain's Flat Mining 

Field, 288.
Holidays 

To Police, 130.
Public, Newcastle District, 131, 137.
To Railway Ofiicials, 1G0 (!), 314.
To Postal and Telegraph Employees, 175. 
Telegraph-line Repairers, 17C.

Home, Colonel :—
Irrigation Expert, 75.
Report on Lake George, 131.
Report on Irrigation and Water Conservation, 3G7- 

Homestead Leases (See “ Crown Lands ”).
Hornsby :—

Temporary Railway-drivers, 235.
Traffic on Railway Lines from Stralhfield and Milson's 

Point, 313.
Horses, Military -Driven in Private Carriages, G4. 
Horticultural Societies :—Subsidies during last 

twenty years, 375.
Hosiutals :—

Coast Hospital, Little Bay, 22, 41, Go, 75, 82, 04, 130, 
133, 183, 254, 295, 298, 418, 434.

Gladesville, 112.
Sale of Stamps in aid of Consumptives’, 195.
Entrance for Visitors to Sydney, 252.
Garrison, Victoria Barracks, 214. ■
Purchase of Stndlcy Park, 209.
Case of Mary Beattie, Mudgee, 24G.
Cottage, Captain's Flat, 227.
Board and maintenance of nurses, 297.
Broken Hill, 391.
Probationers at Prince Alfred, 415,

Howe’s Valley
Deviation on road to Putty, 321, 365, 514.
Prickly-pear on road from Bulga, 340.
Police Station, 502.

Howie, Mr. ■—Freestone in contract for ArtGallery, 168. 
Hurkagel, Canain :—Destruction of Flying-foxes, 

Samoa, 8, 444.
Hunter River Schemes for Flood Prevention, 48, GO, 
Hurstville :—Formation of Penshurst-strect, 138. 
Hdtchinson, Bandmaster :—Of Permanent Artillery, 

373, 501, 510,

QUESTIONS (continued):—
Hyde Park :—Alleged Crimes, 278.
Illicit Stills :—Increase of, 30.
Illavarka District :—Telephone communication with 

Sydney, 129.
Immigration Of Coloured Aliens, 305,
Imports :—

Amount and value of Flour, Maine, Seeds, Aic., 355. 
And Exports via Darling River, 359.
And Exports by Rail between Victoria and New South 

Wales, 3G5.
Improvement Leases (See “Crown Lands ”).
Income 'Tax (Sec “Land and Income Tax Assessment 

Act ”).
Infantry Forces (See “Military'’).
Inspectors:—

Travelling Expenses of Conditional Purchases, 9.
Of Coal-mines, 22, 55, 150.
Of Stock—Refund of Salaries, 34,88, 105, 107, 315, 343. 
Weights and Measures, 227.
Qualifications for, under Works Department, 423, _

In Chun :—Decision of His Honor Mr, Justice Cohen in 
ease, 425.

Inquiry Branch :—Public Works Department, 470. 
Insurance Companies 

Maintenance of Fire Brigades, 3G0.
Conditions in Policies, 408.

Interpretation Pull :—Reservation for Queen’s Assent, 
433. _ _ _

Irrigation :—Colonel Home's investigations, 75, 367. 
Jackson’s Leake (now Quodly ’k) ;—Bourkc District, 425, 
Jaques, Thomas :—Railway fettlcr, 415.
''Jane Sprott—Marine Board Survoyor’H Report on 

vessel, 211.
Jeffries, Arthur .—Selection, Dcniliquin Land District, 

298, 340, 350, 356, 362.
Jenolax Caves Mail Contract Obcron to, 416. 
Jekildekie-Berrigan Line Compensation to Mr, 

Dickey, G5, 74, 88.
Jerry’s Plains Hill ,—Condition of Road, 355, 365. 
Jervis Bay

Leasing of land near, 246.
Loading of Vessels, 313.
Improvement Leases, 316, 517- 

Jones, G. F. > Confinoc, CladeBville Hospital, 1)2, 
Jubilee Celebrations (See “Record Reign Celebra

tions
Junction Mine -—Accommodation for Miners, 176, 203. 
J unoKs

Fees for attendance at Court, 360.
Serving on Coroners’ Inquests, 366.

Justice Department 
Uniforms supplied by, 105.
Increases to Officers, 413.

Justices of the Peace 
Appointment of Mayors, 42.
“Offences Punishable on Summary Conviction,” 106. 
At Wagga Wagga, 183.
Method of Appointments, 339.

Kangaroos Protection of, 183.
Kemp.kky :—Bridge over River at, 329.
Kexmoke :—Asylum, 167.
Kensington Racecourse Accidents at, 277.
Kethkl, Mr., M.L.C.:—Statement reloading of Vessels, 

Jen is Bay, 313.
K incumber :—Public School, 121.
King, Warden Adjudicating on Lucknow Mining 

Dispute, 398. _ _ _
Kingswood:—Mr. Buck land. Public School Teacher, 505. 
Knapp, Mr. E. J. H. Arbitrator in resumption case, 

Moree Railway, 66.
Koch, Dr.

Inoculation of Stock with Tuberculin, 93.
Proposed Visit to Colonics, 73, 247.

Kooba Pastoral Holding :—Homestead Selection on, 374. 
Labour Agents ■—Regulation of, S3. '

. Labour Bureau :—
Goulburn, 10.
Railway Passes issued through, 327, 373.

Labour Conditions :—On Mineral Leases, 297.
Lachlan River .—Grown Lands between Murruinbidgcc 

River and, 34.
Lake George :—Report by Colonel Home, 131.
Kike Macquarie :—Dredging of entrance, 503.
Land and Income Tax Assessment Act :— 

Supplementary Payments of Income Tax, 9, 10, 
Notices issued by Commissioners, 16.
Landowners who have forwarded returns to Corntnir- 

sioners, 16.
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QUESTIONS (ron'imted) :—
La\n and Income Tax Assessment Act (coiUinued) :— 

Amounts collected under Land and Income Taxes, 29. 
Assessment Book, 30.
Payment of Income Tax by Minister of Crown, 30. 
Declaration of correctness of Income Tux returns, 31. 
Eeliel to Landowners suffering from Stock Losses, 00. 
Payments to Asscssois, 98.
Notices re arrears of Income Tax, ICG.
Clerks in Department, 113.
Legal Opinion re art ears of Income Tax, 119.
Hearing of Appeals in Country Towns, 122,
Legal Advice re sixty days’ grace, 125.
Assessments in Blioaiiiavcn District, 137, 133, 1G2. 
Overtime worked in Department, 137, 307.
Permanent Assessors, 139.
Land Tax payments of Australian Agiicultural Com

pany and Peel Paver Company, IGo, 223.
Amounts of Assessments, 177.
Cost of Land Valuations, 1S9.
Income Tax payable by Creameries, 202.
Collection of Laud Tax for 1890-7, 213.
Income Tax on Salary of Governor, 234, 311.
Queen's Counsel in case Cooper r. Commissioners, 245. 
Drafting of Act, ‘245.
Expenditure incurred under, 233.
Ofliciaf Salaries not subject to Income Tax, 2C9. 
Exemption of Foreign Consuls from Income Tax, 28S. 
Appointments in Department, 300.
Government Assessors’ valuation of property, Balmain, 316. i p J ’
Payment of Land and Income Taxes, 339.
Refunds of Income Tax, 361.

_ Costs m appeal case, 410.
' tialaiics of Assistant Clerks, 418.

Appointment of Land Valuers, 468, 50G.
Lanp Hoards :—

Circulars sent to Chairmen, 361, 370, 388.
Mr. R. A. Moore, Member of Cellaicndabri, 375, 
Powers of Local, rn Roads and Water-courses, 423. 

Land Boilers Inspection Bill (See also “Boilers 
Inspection Bill") Introduction of, 329,

Land Laws Consolidation, 344.
Lands Office Bltldixus Complaints re construction, 

1GG, 17G.
Land Yaivf.rn.—Appointment, 46S, 5G6.
Lands fur Closer Sf-tfleiient Bill Introduction 

of, 45fi.
Lanes :—Control of public, 2S3.
Lassetter & Co., Messrs. Special Goods Train, 1G0. 
Launches :—Use of Government, 91 p}.
Lava roiliF.s:—

In Second-class Bailway Carnages, 113, 356.
In Second-class Carriages. Western Line, 122, 503. 

Law of Lima Amendment Biel Introduction of, 217, 
503.

Lawless, Mr. :—Inspector of Police, 1S9. 
Lkad-foi.'-oninu Cases, Broken Hill, 133.
Leuislative Council:—

Statement re Appointment of Mr. Ed. Terry to, 3G7. 
Bncfs held by Members, 389.

Lemon, Samuel :—Conditional Purchase of, 47.
Lesagh :—Reward for recovery of, 00.
Lethbridge, Mk, Sheriff’s Ollicer, 89.
Letters :—Posting of English, 30.
Letters Patent :—

Petitions for, 143, 179, ISO.
Applied for in 1890, 146, 185, 22S, 232.

Letton, Mr. :—Salary of, 131. '
Libel (See “Law of Libel Amendment Bill”). 
Licensing ■—

Fees and Royalties on Timber, 8.
Amendment of Act, 10, 218.
“ Metropolitan Hotel,’’ Eega, 271,
Expiration of. Licenses, 295.
Local Option Bill, 314, 346.
Circulars, rr renewals of licenses to Publicans, 479. 

Li.mrurg, Mr. Loris:—Contmel for Police Clothing, 376. 
Little Ray : -Hospital, 22, 41, 63. 73, 82, 94, 130, 139, 

189, 254, 295, 298, 418, 434.
Little River : -Bridge over, 329.
Liveki’ooi. Railway to Mulgoa. 133, 359, 469.
Loans (See “ Finance; also ‘'Municipal’1).
Local Government :—Uninenrporatt.il Populous Areas, 

514,
Local Option Bill ; - 

Position on list of Government business, 314, 
Proceedings on. 346.

Logic. M il : -Letter re Wentworth Gold-mining Co., 352, 
Lock-ups (See “Gaols”).
Locks Darling River. 1S3,
Lockhart, Mr. N. C. ■—Appointment to Taxation 

Department, 98.
ioc—r

QUESTIONS (continued) :—
Lockwood Bi-weekly Mail Service, 233.
Lon iiroso, Dr. Cesare Application for brain of the 

murderer Butler, 414.
Longuevillii Death of Frank Barnes at Public School. 

194.
Lord Howe Island :—Jurisdiction of N.S.W. over, 247 

271.
Love, Mr. Deputy Stipendiary Magistrate, 132. 
Lucknow Mines :—

Conditions of Employment, 293.
Crude Ore sent to Sydney, 323.
Throwing of dynamite, 330.
Mr. C. E. Pilcher, Q C., briefed in connection with 

strike cases, 336.
letter from Mr. Lock re. labour conditions, 352. 
Conduct of Warden King, 398.

Lunatics (See also “ Asvi.ciis ”):—Conveyance from 
Orange to Sydney. 120.

Lusk’s School IIistory -—Cost to the State, 63, 201. 
Ly-ee-Moon :—Wreck of Steamer, 275.
“ Mabel —Master of steam launch, 516.
Maci.eav : —Improvements to enkunce of River, 301. 
Magistrates : —

Appointment of Police, Brewarrina, 82.
Appointment of Deputy Stipendiary, 132.
Mr. Payten, Newcastle, J33.
Appointments of Justices of the Peace, 339.
Mr. McKoll, P.M., 424.
Mr. L. S. Donaldson, P.M., Duhbo, 424.
Duties of Police, in connection with Electoral Act, 425, 

Maiden, Mr. :—Retirement from Technological Museum, 
414.

Mails (See “Postal ”). 
Maintenance Men ;— 

Reinstatement of, 33.
Caporteo to Cudgcgong Road, 93. 
Exchanges of, 414.

Mai,lett, William Case of, 416. 
Manilla :—

Land resumptions for line from Tamworth, 48, 321. 
Tenders for Sleepers on railway line, 139,
Tender for Railway from Tamworth, 352.

Manitoba .—Quality of Fleur, 2G5.
Manly :—Sewerage Scheme, 89,
M inning

Public Works in Electorate, 336.
Impiovcments to entrance of River, 361.
Reserves on River, 517.

Manton, Mr. :—Application for a Gratuity, 126. 
Marble :—Use of Molong, 166.
Marine Board :—

Report of Royal Commission on, 210.
Surveyor's Report on vessel “Jane Sprott,” 211. 
Increase of Pilots, and Boatmen’s Salaries, 322. 
Increments payable to Officers, 359.
Reconstruction of, 434,
Payment of defalcations, 48S.

Married Women :—Transfer of Conditional Purchaees, 
49.

Martens, Conrad Paintings in Art Gallery', 98. 
MgBurney, Wallis, & Co. :—Bankruptcy1 cose, 146, 479. 
McFaklaxe :—Alleged Assault Case, Orange, 336. 
McFarland, Mr. :—Deputy Stipendiary Magistrate, 132, 

424,
McGowen. J. S. T , M.P. :—Appointment of sons to 

Public Service, 478.
McKee, Sergeant Case of, 81.
MlKell, Mr. :—Relieving Police Magistrate, 424. 
McKenzie and Sons, Messrs Tender for Gundagai 

Bridge, 445.
McLaren, Mr. W. :—Superintendent, Prison Industries, 

144.
McMillan, Mr. ;—Appraisements of Special Areas, 330. 
McNeill, Mb. :—Discoverer Captain’s Flat Mining Field, 

288.
McRae, Mr, :—Appointment of, as Assistant Architect, 

397.
McSiiarry Arbitration Case : —

Expenses of, 188, 4C8.
Counsel employed. 241, 255.
Time employed taking evidence, 417.

Meat, Frozen :—Duty ou imported, in England. 294, 
Medals

Long service, for Volunteers, 34, 47S.
Long-sorviue, for Members of Force, Newcastle, 210. 

Medical Bill Passage through Assembly, 360. 
Medical Practitioners Reoisi ration Act;—Adminis

tration of, 252.
Mercadool Land Cases Cost of inquiry, 408. 
Mercantile Explosives Department :—

Middle Harbour, 58, 69.
Purchase of Hulk “ Alacrity," IQS.
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QUESTIONS {continued-} (

Messengers :—Of Telegraph Depnrtmeut, 264. 
Mess-kooms Of Military Officers, 203.
Metalluroical Works :—Clyde, 130, 169, 231, 343. 
“Metrotomtan Hotel,” Bkoa :—License of, 271. 
Miudle Harrocr :—Mercantile Explosives Uepartment, 

58, 09.
Military

Reserve Rifle Corps, 8.
Long-service Medals to Volunteers, 34, 47S.
United Service Listitution, 40.
Mercantile Explosives Department, 58, 69.
Horses used in private carriages, 64.
Officers of Permanent Artillery, 04.
Case of Sergeant McKee, SI.
Uniforms, 101.
Reserve Corps, Broken Hilt, 132. -
Uniforms of Infantry .forces, 144,
Proficiency Money earned By Submarine Miners, 202. 
Establishment on proper footing, 203,

' Oflieers’ Mess-rooms, 203. ^
Long-service Medals to Members, Newcastle Eorcc, 210. 
Garrison Hospital, Victoria Barracks, 214. 
Major-General French's Report, 232.
French Soldiers, Victoria Barracks, 283, 320. 
Appointment of Captain Savage to charge of Sergeants’ 

Mess, Permanent Artillery, 315.
Arrangement of Estimates, 330.
School Cadet Corjis, 351.
Gun Practice, South Head, 366.
Bandmaster Hutchinson, Permanent Artillery, 373, 501, 

516.
Drills of Partially-paid Forces, +24,
Officers of Defence Force subscribing to Superannuation 

Fund, 455.
Easter Encampment, 488.
Residence of Officers of Permanent Fmce, 503.
N.S.W. Rifle Association, 515.

Milk Slitly
Preservatives used in Sydney, 301.
Standard Seale imposed by Board of Health, 440, 507. 

Miluiate, Geo, F. :—Special lease held by, 47, 153. 
Milson’s Point ■— _

Traffic on Railway Line to Hornsby, 319.
Electric tram to Ridge-street, 516.

Mineral Leases (See “ Mining '’}.
Mining :—

Accident at Broken Hill Mines, 22, 149, 150, 151. 
Stopcs at Junction Mine, Broken Hill, 22.
Inspector of Coal-mines, 22, 55.
Treatment of Mineral Ores, 29.
Reserves on Victorian Border, .91. '
Administration of Mining Regulations by Mr. Warden 

Clarke, Wyalong, 39.
3Sth Clause of Coal Mines’ Act, 40.
Lectures at Wattle Flat and Sofala, by Rev. J. M. 

Curran, 45.
Deposits lodged with applications, 55.
Appeals against decision of Wardens, 71.

' Leases, Grenfell, 105.
Metallurgical Works, Clyde, 130, 160, 231, 343. 
Lead-poisoning, Broken Hill, 130.
Case at Drake to be tried at Glen Jnues, 13.3.
Wickham, Bullock Island, and Stockton Collieries, 150. 
Accident at Tarrawangie, 151.
Prosecution of Mining Companies, 153,
Reports on Wallsend Colliery, 159.
Discovery of Telluride Ore, 165, 233.
Men employed on, and gold sent from various gold

fields, ICO.
’ Accident fund, 167.

Junction Silver-mining Cn., 176.
Work at Broken Hill on Sunday, 184, ISO. 
Changing-house, Junction Mine, 176, 203.
Report on Darling Shaft, Block 1.3, Broken Hill, 203. 
Accident to Thomas Sampson, Broken Hill, 205.
Royal Commission on Accidents at Broken Hill, 456. 
Regulations, Tarrawingie Quarries, 214.
Appointment of Mr. Thomas, M.P., as Inspector, 

Broken Hill, 224.
Certificates of Titles, West Wyalong, 23S.
Special Rules under Coal-mines Regulation Act, 1S96, 

240. . ■
Carriage of ores on Railway, 270.
Wentworth Gold-mining Co., 278, 306, .352 (5), 376. 
Discovery of Captain’s Flat field, 2S8.

' Conditions of Employment at Lucknow Mines, 293. 
Labour conditions on mineral leases, 297.
Crude Ore sent to Sydney from Lucknow, .323. 
Amendment of Laws to obtain Cold within settlement 

leases, 330.
At Captain’s Flat field, 330 
“ Cyanide ’’ case, 335.

ESTTONS (con Untied)
Mining (contimu’d}:— ,

Expenditure in connection with Department and with 
Prospecting Vote, 375.

Bill to Regulate Hours of Labour in Mines, 377. 
Handbook of Geology, 389.
Conduct of Warden King, Lucknow^, 396.
Leases held by Members of Parliament, 407.
Returns of gold famished under Act, 407.
Mineral leases in Colony, 417.
Diamond drill plant, 424.
D'Arey Wentworth Mine, 443.
Suspension of labour conditions on leases 7, 9S1-2, and 

8,050, Parishes of Tuena and Knngaloolah, 507. 
Jlfirn'iit/ Jlfauml of Auxtralasia '—Postage on, 356. 
Mining on Private Lands Act Provisions relating to 

minerals, 277.
Mitchell Estate, Stockton Lease of frontage of 

Scott giant, 407.
Model Farms (See “Experimental Farms”).
Molong :—

G. F Millgate’a lease, 47, 153.
Maible, 166.
Railway Refreshment Room, 203, 278.
Distribution of Blankets, 203.
Revenue derived from District, 374.
Expenditure on Roads and Bridges, 374.

Moore, Mr. R. A. Member of Collaremlabri Land 
Board, 375. _ __

Moorefield Racecourse Accidents at, 277.
Moore Park Association Cricket Ground, 240, 284. 
Moree :— _

Resumption of Property of Miss M. G. Brand, 29, 66. 
Drainage of Watercomse Country, 31, 152.

Morrow, Constaplk : -Defence of Seaman Conway, 376. 
Mount McDonald :—Police Buildings, 253.
Ml'dcke :—

Gate of Gaol, 240.
Case of Mary Beattie at Hospital, 246.
Mail Contract with Hill End, 381).

Mdlgoa Railway from Liverpool, 133, 359, 469. 
Mullion Creek Railway deviation between Orange 

and, 313.
Mundooran Shooting Case, 213.
MuNGiNitiRabbit-proof fence to Kamoi River, 265. 
Municipal

Control of unclaimed land, 9.
Appointment of Mayors aa J.’s P., 42.
Reduction in areae under control, 56.
Penshurst-etreet, Hurstville, 13S. _
Special Endowment to Municipalities, 180, 188, 204, 

210, 313, 430.
Control of Public Streets and Lanes, 2S3.
Loans for erection of Town Halls, .341.

Municipalities Act .—Amendment of. 140.
Municipal Loans Validation Bill Urgency for 

passing of, 44,3.
M itrray River :—

Bridges erected jointly by Hew* Sontli Wales and 
Victoria, 56.

Snagging, by unemployed, 67. _
Burning of fallen timber m thinned forests, 87,
Bridge at Moamu, 112, 132, 2,39. 299, 467. 

Murrumridgee River 
Crown Lands between Lachlan River and, 34. 
Snagging, by unemployed, 67.

M usweli.rrOOK :—Railway to CassiUs. 90.
Namoi River Rabbit-proof fence from Mungindi, 265. 
Nanavn Run :—

Alleged dummying, 153, 189, 312 (*), 516.
Throwing open of, 154,
G. Chizlctt's Selection, 154,

Karranuera :—
Bridges between Buckingbong and, 344.
Fine imposed on Bank Manager, 376.

Karra kri
Proposed railway to Pilliga, 254. _
Railway goods traffic at West, 365.

National Australasian Convention (See ” Federa
tion ”).

Native Flora Protection of, 297.
Naval Authorities :—Control of Waters adjacent to 

Garden Island, 513.
Navigation Laws Amendment of, 17, 329.
Nepean Distekt Seed for Farmers, 149.
Newcastle ■—

Public Holidays in District, i.31.
Opening of Government Ofliees on Public Holiday, 137. 
Output from Collieries, 150.
Coal shipped at, 107.
Long-service Medals to Members of Force, 210.
South, Public School, 227.
Telephone Service, 330.
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QUESTIOKS {continued):—
Newcastle Pasturage Reserve Sale of Allotments.

323. '
New Akgledool Station" :—Alleged dummying oases, 

_ 3S3, 375, 415, 490.
New Guinea (See “British New Guinea’'). 
Newixcton" Bridge over Parramatta River, 16a. 
Newport :—Publ!o School, 121.
Newspapers :—

Publications registered for Post, 5",
Sold in Domain on Sundays, 477.

New South Wales :—
Boundary of Jurisdiction, 234,
Debt of New Zealand to, 245.
Indebtedness of Queensland to, 287, 307, 315.' 
Jurisdiction over Lord HoWe Island, 247.
Influx of Criminals, 330.
Imports and Exports per Rail between Victoria, 365. 

Newtown Water Supply, 307.
New Zealand :—Debt of Colony to New South Wales, 

_ 245.
Noiit.e, Joseph :—Prosecution in connection with Estate 

of Samuel Lane, 502.
Norpolk Island :—

Duty on imported tea, 83.
Mail communication with, 138.
Government by New South Wales, 245 , 251.

North Coast Railway
Submission to Public Works Committee, 180, 488. 
Official Reports respecting, 194.

North Cheek :—Tender for Mail Contract with Ballina, 
407.

Northern Collieries :—Amount received for traction 
. of Coni from, 398.

Northern Rivers :—Oystor Leases, 4)6.
North Shore Ferry Co. Bicycle travellers by, 73, 175. 
North Sydney :—

Railway' connection with Sydney, 31,
Resumption of land for Roads, 97.

Northhux Line (See “Railways”;.
Notices:—Issued by Taxation Commissioners, 16. 
Noxious Pests Bii.i, ;—Reintroduction of, 34.
Nundle Proposed road to Quirindi, 277, 283.
Nurses :—Board and maintenance, 298. ■
Nyngan :—

Over-hoad Railway Bridge, 106.
Proposed road to Carpontina, 210.
Settlement Leases in District, 228.- 
Road to Bobadah, 350, 370, 390.

Oberon Mail Contract with Jenolan Caves, 41G. 
Old-ace Pensions :—Establishment of System, 352. 
Omnibus Drivers :—Honrs worked byr, 166.
O'Neill, Mr. Charles, M.I.C.'E.Scheme for employ

ment of unemployed, 101 (!).
Orange :— *

Conveyance of Lunatics to Sydney, 120.
Railway deviation between Mullion Creel; and, 313. 
Alleged assault, case against one McFarlanc, 330. 

Oranges :—New South Wales, in London, 417.
Ores :—

Treatment of Mineral, 29.
Sent to Sydney from Lucknow Mine, 323.

Ormsby, Mrs. F. J. :—Conditional purchase of, 235, 456. 
Oteord ;—

Reserve, 9.
Road to Bulli Pass, 202.

Otto Aerial Wire Ropeways :—Adoption in New 
Soutli Wales, 263.

Oxford-street Tramway Collision. 264.
Oyster Leaser :— ’

Held by Mr. H. Woodward, 70.
Northern Rivers, 4)6.

P. and 0. Steamers:—Small-pox among Lascars, 47. 
Papers :—Alleged disappearance from LandsDepartment, 

103.
Parks :—

Lease of Parramatta to Council of King's School, 66, SS. 
Purchase of Studley, 209.

Parker, Mr. Varney, M.L.A, :—Amounts claimed by, 
in connection with Royal Commission, 42, 49, 58, 70, 
467. ■

Parkes, The Late Sir Henry :—Statue in Centennial 
Park, 195. *

Parliamentary :—
Binding of Volumes, 65.
Hansard Debates on Federation, 114.
Adjournment during Jubilee Week, 132.
Draftsman, 30G.
Members of Public Works Committee, 352,
Report on New Houses, 389.

QUESTIONS (continued):—
Parliamentary (continued) .■—

Briefs held by Legislative Councillors, 389.
Hansard debates issued to Members, 398.
Members holding Mining Leases, 407.

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public 
Works :—

Amount paid to members, 119, 125, 144, 387.
Fxtension of proposed Narrabri to Pilliga Railway to 

Walgett, 185.
Report ou City Railway Extension, 283.
Draft Report on City Railway Extension, 327.
Absence of Members from Parliamentary duties, 352, 
Report on New Parliament Houses, 389.
Works dealt with, 444.

Parramatta :—
Lease of Park to King’s School Council, 66, 88, 
Pollution of River by Sydney Meat Preserving Cora- 

i puny, 90.
Bridge over Newington, 165.
G eorge-street Asylum, 204, 506.
Inmates of old Woollen-mills, 345, 506.

Partially-faid Forces (Sec “Military”).
' Pastoral Leases (Bee "Crown Lands”).

Pastures and Stock Protection Act Amendment of, 
102.

Patents :—
Petitions for, 145, 179, ISO.
Applications for, in 1896, 146, 185, 228, 232, 276.
Duties of Examiner of, 196, 228, 270.
Equipment of office, 289.
“ Cyanide ” Case, 335.

Patents Law Amendment Act :—
Applications under, 184, 228,
Administration of, 367.

Paufers :—Funerals, 283, 288.
Fatten, Mr. :—Stipendiary Magistrate, Newcastle, 133. 
Peel River Co. : —Payment of Lund Tax, 165, 225. 
Penny Postage :—

Resolution of House in favour of, 66.
Throughout New South Wales, 97.

Penrith :—
Extension of suburban trains to, 133.
Railway Employees, Locomotive Department, 218. 
Attendance at Public School, 408. .

Pens hurst-street Hurstville, 13S.
Pensions (See “Civil Service”; also “Old-Age 

Pensions”).
Permanent Artillery (See “Military”).
Pests (See “ Noxious Pests Bill”).
Pharmacy Act :—Registration under, 390.
Pilcher, Mr. C. E., Q.C. :—Briefed in connection with 

strike cases, Lucknow, 336.
Pilliga :—Proposed Railway from Narrabri, 254.
Pilots and Boatmen :—

Increase of Salaries, 322,
Appointment, Tweed River, 409, 516.

Pink Pills :—Analysis of, 57, 298.
Pitt Town Village Settlement, 313.
Plants :—In Botanical Gardens, 375.
Plebiscite Vote :—On Fiscal Question, 505. .
Pleuro-Pneumonia (See “Stock ”}.
Point Hut:—Road, near Qucanbeyan, 16.
Poles and Brackets:—For George-street Electric 

Tramway, 55, 65, 66.
Police : —

Constable at Pymble Level Grossing, 69. 
Superannuation Fund Bill, 70, 175, 247.
Uniforms, 101.
Destruction of stray dogs, 120.
Holidays to, 130.
Action taken under Betting Houses Suppression Act, 

140, 146, 187.
Mr. Lawless, Inspector, 189.
Closing of Shops on Sunday, 189, 224, 232.
Buildings, Mount McDonald, 252.
Notice re Publicans’ Licenses, 295,
Rewards in connection with Butler case, 299.
Leave of Absence to Constables, 336, 479. '
Leave of Absence to, 414, 515.
Contract for Clothing, 376.
Protection, Surry Hills, 3S7.
System of Promotion, 414.
Report on Superannuation Fund, 416.
Case of Sergeant Stafford, 517.

Police Court :—
Captain's Flat, 130.
Howe’s Valley, 502,

Police Magistrates (See “ Magistrates ”),
Port Macquarie Tug-boat for, 238.
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QUESTIONS (conlinuttl) ■.—
Postal :—

Time for postiug of English Letters, 30.
Publications sent ns Newspapers, 5".
Mistress at Coogee, D7.
Penny Postage, 00, 97.
Kents (leilucted from Postmasters’ Salaries, OS. 
Uniforms supplied by Department, J0‘2.
Letter-boxes on Tram cars, 113.
Subsidy to Canadian Line of Mail Steamers, 122.
And Telegraph Office, Captain’s Flat, 130, 217.

• Mail communication with Norfolk Island, 13S.
Stamps in aid of Consumptives’ Hospital, 19a.
Office, Union-street, Pyrmnnt, 204.
Free circulation of Hansard, 210.
Stamp and Inquiry Office, G.P.O., 210.
Overtime worked on English mail-days, 228. 
Mail-service to Lockwood and Honey’s Rocks, 233. 
Wages to drivers of Mail Coaches, 278.
Despatch of Mails by Steamers, 294.
Letter delivery in Suburbs, 307.
Overtime worked by Sorters, 320.
Grading of Postmasters, 335.
Postage ou JUinwj Manual of A unlralada, 35G.
Mail Contract, Mudgee and Hill End, 380,
Conveyance of Telegraph Stores, 390.
Mail Contracts for 1897 and 1898. 397.
Mail Contract, North Creek to Ballina, 407.
Mail Contract, Oberon to Jenolan Caves, 416.
Office, Cooranbong, .")03.

Pjiatt, Mr, r—Watchman, Public Service, 504.
Price, Mr. :—Scheme for Flood-prevention, Hunter 

River, 90.
Prince Alfred Hospital :—Probationcis at, 415. 
Prickly-pear :—On Road Bulga to Howe's Valley, 340. 
Prisons ,

Release of good-conduct prisoners, 41.
Publication of names of convicted prisoners, 50. 
Suggestions of late Mr. A. C. Eraser regarding reform, 

120.

Work done at Bathurst Gaol, 227.
Report of Comptroller-General, 234.
Treatment of prisoners, 294,
Prisoners sentenced to death before Circuit Courts, 

330.
Punishment of Officials of Department, 514.

Private Carriages -Military horses used in, 64. 
Produce (See also Wool and Produce”).

Bill protecting, while in bands of Agents, 365, 514. 
Imports of Flour, Maize, &c., 355.

Prospecting Vote :—Disbursements from, 375. 
Provisional Schools Allowances to, 505.
Public Accounts (See “Finance'’),
Public Health 

Convictions under Act, 70.
Appointment of Officers under Act, 126, 418. 
Appointment of Dairy Expert, 126.
Tubercular Disease hi Human Family, 204,
Regulations under Act, 351.
Sydney Milk Supply, 391, 440, 507.
Typhoid at North Botany, 398.
Disposal of Diseased Meat, 488.
Operation of Aot of, 1S9G, 503.

Public Service (“See “Civil Service”).
Public Works

Contracts under Department, 16.
Money for reproductive works, 35.
Liabilities for works undertaken during 1895-6, 35. 
Claims against Department re Mr. Parkes’ Com

mission, 70.
Amount paid to menihers of Committee, 119, 125, 144. 
Complaints re Lands Office buildings, 1GG, 176. 
Question of City Railway Extension, 224.
In Manning Electorate, 336.
Additions to General Post Office, 360, 360.
Clerks of Works and Inspectors, 423.
Dealt with by Public Works Committee, 444.
Inquiry Branch of Department, 470.

Punts : -
Or Bridge Service, Rydalmcre, 369.
Approaches to, Raymond Terrace, 506. 

Pupil-teachers (See “Education”),
Putty Deviation on Road from Howe's Valley, 321, 

365, 514.
Pymble :—Level Crossing, 69, 73.
Pyrmont :—Post Office, Union-street, 204.
Pyrotechnic Display During Record Reign Celebra

tions, 188, 213.
Quarantine :—Conditions for Stock crossing Northern 

boundary, 270.
Quarries (See “Forests and Qacrries Rill.”) 
Queen’s Counsel :—

In case Cooper v. Taxation Commissioners, 245. 
Admission of Right Hon. G. H, Reid, 287,

QUESTIONS [continued) ■—
Queensland : —

Stock Inspectors sent to inquire into Tick Fever, 93, 
JOG, 149.

Indebtedness to New South Wales, 287, 307, 315. 
Quitolly Proposed read, Werris Creek to, 277. 
Quirindi :—Proposed road from Nundle, 277, 283. 
Quit-rents :—On old Land Grants, 70, 88.
Raudit Plague •—

Cost of dealing with, 247. .
Wire-proof Fence, Mungindi to Namoi River, 2G5. 
Action of Export Board, 270.

Railways

Guvra to CofFs Haihour, or South Grafton, 15, 311,
502.

Resumption of Land for Moree Line, 29, G6.
Accidents at Redfern Yard, 23, 46. S3, 106.
Connection of Sydney and North Sydney, 31. 
Deviations on Southern Line, 41.
Workman’s Train to Dudley Mine, 45.
Resumption of Land for Tamworth to Manilla Line, 48, 

321.
Employees, G3.
Land Resumptions, Jerilderie-Berrigan Line, 65,74,88. 
Constable stationed at Pymble Level Ciossing, 69, 73. 
Gregra to Cudal. 69, 507.
Carnage of Slock from Drought-stricken DUtricts, 74. 
’['be Rock to Green’s Gunyah, 82.
Engine-drivers and Firemen at Evcleigh, 82. 
Ariangements with Messrs. Cook k Son, 83.
Line fiom Muswellbrook to Oassilis, 90.
Employment of Aliens. 91.
Ovci-head Bridge, Nyngan, 106.
Lavatories in 2nd Class Carriages, 113, 356.
Concession to Employees during Record Reign Celebra

tions, 121.
Lavatories in 2nd Class Carriages, Western Line, 122,

503.
Eiec Passes during April and May, 1897, 12G.
Eree Passes to Inmates of Destitute Asylums, 132. 
Liverpool to Mulgoa. 133, 359, 469.
Suburban Trains to Penrith, 133.
Tenders for Coal, 138.
Sleepers for Manilla Line, 139.
Light Lines to Drought-stricken Districts, 143.
Special Goods Train for Messrs. Lassetter & Co., 160, 
Holiday Passes to Employees, ICO, 184.
Holidays to Officials, 160.
Salary of Chief Commissioner, ICO.
Land, Dawes Point and Darling Harbour, 101, 17G. 
Employees attending late Mr. Eddy’s funeral, 1GS. 
Reduction of number of Commissioners, 175,
North Coast Railway, 180, 194, 4SS.
Communication with Balmain, 1S5.
Extension of proposed Narrabri to Pilliga line to 

Walgett, 185.
Tender for Station at Warren, 187.
Working-hours of Employees, 201, 397.
Refreshment Room, Molong, 203, 278.
Appointment of Deputy Commissioner, 209.
Revenue for 1896-7, 209.
Proposed, Trial Bay to Armidale, 210.
Booking of Bicycles by Travellers, 211.
Eree Passes to certain Ladles. 213.
Employees, Locomotive Department, Penrith, 218. 
Extension into City, 224, 254, 278 (=), 283, 320, 327, 

408, 416.
Dubbo to Werris Creek, 225.
Proposed line, Narrabri to Pilliga, 254.
Employees voting on Federal Election Day, 2G3. 
Carriage of Mineral Ores, 270.
Tuggerah Lakes Platform, 277.
Connection of Northern and Western hues, 2/8. 
Workmen's tickets, 278.
Report by Mr. Eddy on federal control, 237, 315 (J). 
Temporary Drivers, Hornsby, 295.
Deviation between Orange and Mullion Creek, 313. 
Traffic on Sydenham-Belmorc, Slrathfield-Hornsby, and 

Milson’s Point-Hornsby lines, 3)9.
Crude Ore sent from Lucknow Mines, 323.
Passes issued through Labour Bureau, 327, 373. 
Reduction of Fares and Rates, 329.
Holiday for Annual Picnic, 344. .
Appeals by Employees, 345.
Provision in Estimates for increase in Rolling Stock, 

346.
Coal Supplied to Department, 349.
Tenders for Tamworth-Manilla line, 352.
Goods Traffic, West Narrabri Station, 3G5.
Aborigines travelling on, 373.
Traction of Coal from Northern Collieries, 398.
Fetler, Thomas Jaques, 415,
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QUESTIONS (cnn/muid! : —
Railways {coxtin-ual):—

McSliarry Arbitration case, 188, 241, 255, 417, 468. 
Increases of Salaries to Employees, 469.
Concessions to School Teachers, 503.

Hatbs (Sec '‘Rajt.ways”).
Randwick :—Accidents at racecourse, 277.
Raymond Tekkace Punt approaches, Miller’s Porcst 

side, 506.
Record Kkicn Celeurations :—

Release of Good-conduct Prisoners, 41,
Appointment of Mayors as J. 's P., 42.
Rand Contest, 48, 63.
Holidays to Public Schools of Colony, 55, 56, 88. 
Concessions to Railway Employees, 121.
Grants to Country ^Districts, 132.
Free Passes to Inmates of Destitute Asylums, 132. 
Adjournment of Parliament, 132,

■ Expenditure on, 145, 185.
Jubilee Relief Works, 179.
Amount spent on, ISO.
Fireworks display, 1S8, 213.

Redbeein :—Accidents at Railway Yard, 23, 46, 83, 
106.

Referendum Bill Reintroduction of, 175.
Regina v. Dalton :—Further proceedings in case, 51G.

. Registrar-General :—
Duties of, 106.
Appeals by Olficers of Department, 413.
Increases to Olflceve, 413.
Office hours of Department, 433.
Prosecution of Joseph Noble in connection with estate 

of Samuel Lane, 502.
Registrar of Trade Marks Duties of, 196. 
Registry Offices :—Bill dealing with, 47.
Reid, The Right TTon. G. IT.

Allowance for Travelling to and from Adelaide, 265. 
Admission as Queen's Counsellor, 287.
Visit to London, 311.

Reid, Mr. W. :—Application for a Warrant, 165.
Relief Works (See Unemfloyed
RUSER yes:—

Olford, 9. ■
Granulate, Wotumla, 35.
Travelling Stock, Spring Ridge, 111.
Forestry, No. 14.972, 121.
Nanami and Trajeree, 154.
Population, Gosford, 224.
Willoughby Recreation, 237 (2).
Water, No. 30, parish of Gullongullong, 336.
Gundaroo Recreation, 423.
Wentworth Falls, 469.
Manning River, 517.

Reserve Rifle Corfs 
Establishment of, 8.
Broken Hill, 132.

Reserve Road :—Willoughby Reserve, 367.
, Resumption of Land

Property of MissM. G. Brand, Morcc, 2J. 66. 
Waldron’s Selection, 33.
For Tamworth to Manilla Railway, 48.
Berry’s Bay, 73.
For Jerilderie-Berrigan Railway, 05, 74, 88.
For Roads, North Sydney, 97.

Returning Officers :— *
For Goulbum District, 312.
Holding Office after Assignment of Estates, 435. 

Revenue (See “ Finance”).
Richmond :—

Public School, 254,
Bridge at, 255.

Richmond River Floors in Cow-bails, 119, 152, 30C. 
Rifle Association Grants to N.S.W., 515.
Riverina District Unemployed in. 111.
Roads

Point Hut, near Queanbeyan, 16.
Vote for 1895-96 and 1896-97, 16, 31, 35.
Eugowra to Gookamidgery Railway Station, 22. 
Maintenance Men, 33, 414.
Gates on, Canowiudra to Toogong and Cudal, 42, 45. 
New' Roads in Wagga Wagga District, 48.
To Lake Cowell, 57.
Control of Public, by Trustees, 64.
Pyruble Railway Station, 73.
Capertee to Cudgegong, 93.
Vote for 1897-8, 97.
Land Resumptions, North Sydney, 97.
Deviation at Butler's Hill, Wyong to Yarramolong, 

121, 321.
Gates on, Eugowra toGoolagong, 153.
Vote for 1896-7, 194,
Otford to Bulli Pass, 202.
Proposed, Nyngan to Carpcntina, 210,

QUESTIONS (conlinittd) :—
Roads (cof/tinv&l):—

Weston Road, Balmain, 210.
In Borough of Cowra, 214.
Classified and Unclassified, Wagga Wagga District, 

223, 366.
Wyalong to West Wyaloug. 239.
Walcha Division, Tamworth District, 241.
Forbes Road to Amaroo Railway Station, 254. 
Proposed, Nundlc to Quirindi, 277, 283.
Proposed, Werria Creek to Quipolly, 277.
South Head Trust, 321, 500.
Deviation on road Howe’s Valley to Putty, 321, 365, 

514,
Ten-mile Hollow, Mangrove Creek, 340.
Jerry's Plains Hill, 355, 365.
Nyngan to Bobadah, 356, 376, 390.
Schedule of Votes for 1897-98, 359.
RenervcRoad, Willoughby, 367.
Expenditure, Molong District, 374.
Expenditure on, WalhmibaRiver, 469.
Holding over of one-twelfth of Vote, 501.
Continuation of Glen Ora, 515.

Robertson, Dh, Evidence on South Coast Harbour 
Scheme, 195.

Rockdale:—Arrest of Chinamen for Gambling, 205, 
Bookwood :—Mr. John Groves, Auditor of Council, 

504 (U.
Rose Bay

Cable-tram ox tension, 04,
Electric Tram to, 344.

Roskufiiry Park Accidents at, 248.
Roseiiili. PlACecouhsk : —Accidents at, 277.
Rohsiville Estate :—Condition of, 153.
Royalties (See “ Timber’'}.
Riiiider Plants Cultivation in New South Wales, 373. 
Russell, Mr. : —

Report on Drought, 8).
Report on Outbreak of Springs, 04.

Rydalmeiie Bridge or Punt Service, 369.
Sallsgduy Creek ;—Proposed exchange of frontage, 

160.
Salvation Army :—Subsidy to, 161.
Salomons, Sir Julian ;—

Statements re Misbehaviour of School Children, 247. 
Speech on Federation, 265.

Samuel, Sir Sadl ;—Agent-General, 9_, 10.
Savage, Captain Appointment to take charge of 

Sergeants’ mess, Permanent Artillery, 315.
Savings Bank of N.S.W.—Vacancies on Board of 

Trustees, 489, 507.
Scab in Sheep ;—Fund for Suppression, 312.
Schools (See “Education”).
Scott, Mr, J. F. :—Pyrotechnic display during Record 

Reign Celebrations, 188, 213.
Scott Grant, Stockton :—Lease of frontage, 407. 
Scrub Land (See “Crown Lands”).
Seabroou, Dr, :—Report on charges made by Dr. Erson, 

391.
Seed-wheat : —

Supply to Farmers, 132.
For farmers in Nepean and Hawkesbury Districts, 149. 

Selkctohs Holdings ■
Artesian Bores on, 48.
Payments on, 74.

Settlement Leases {See “Crown Landsalso 
“Mining”).

Sewerage :—
Circular Quay Sewer, 64.
Scheme for Chatsw'ood, 69, 306.
Manly Scheme, 89.
Report of Comniigaion on Board, 272,

Shaw, Messrs. K. C. & Co. Contract for Advertise
ments, Agricultural Society’s Grounds, 418. 

Sheaiian, Mr. John M, Retirement from Public 
Service, 269.

Shipping
Government Launches, 91 (!).
Regulation of times of passages of steamers, 275. 
Loading of vessels, Jervis Bay, 313.
Accommodation, Botany, 444.

Shoai.iiaven District Land Tax Assessments, 137, 
153, 162.

Shops :—
Closing of, on Sunday, 189,'224, 232, 264,276, 306, 233. 
Early Closing Bill, 218.

Short-hand :—Taught at Sydney Technical College, 314. 
Slaughter-houses Inspector, Goulbum, 239. 
Sleepers (See “Railways”).
Sluice-gates Cook’s River Dam, 516.
Small-pox On P, & 0. Steamers, 47.
Smith, The Hon. Sydney : —Conferences held by, 231.
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QUESTIONS (ccmtinmd):— i
Smith, Mbs. :—Provisions supplied to, 46S.
‘'Sobbaon,” N.S.S.

Boys sent to, 08.
'Visiting days, 231.
Persons employed on, 350.

Solicitous :—Examiners for admission of, 514.
Souteus {Sec “ Postal1).
South Coast jErriEs Coal loatled on Sunday, 113. 
Soutuekn Distbicts :~Ploors of Cow-bails, 316.
South Grafton :—Railway from Gnyra, 15, 311.
Sottth Head Road Commissioners on Trust, 321, 508. 
Southebn Raiiavav Line :—Deviations on, 40.

' Stecial ArntorniATiONS (See “ Finanue? ).
Special Lease (See “ Crown Lands”).
Si'RADiiROw, Robert Shot at Munclooran, 213.
String Kinob Travelling Stock Reserve, 111.
String Vale :—Travelling Stock Reserve, 161.
Strings :—Outbreak in Creeks, 94.
Stafford, Sergeant Case of, 517.
Stamp and Inquiry Room, G.P.O. :—Overcrowding 

on English mail-days, 210.
Stamp 'Duties (Amendment) Bii.li—Proceedings on, 320. 
Stamps (Sec “ Postal”).
State Bank Bill :—Introduction of, 439.
State, Children :—

In Goulbum District, 9S.
Payments to Guardians, 209, 231, 373.
Alleged cruelty to boarded-out, 254.

Statistics r—
Compilation of Vital, 145.
Register for 1896, 152, 375.
Loss of Stock during 1396 and 1897, 201.

Steam Launch Mabel” Master of, 516.
Steel Rails r—Manufacture of, 440. ’
Stewart r. Gould :—Privy Council Appeal Case, 48, • 
Stills (See “Illicit Stills”).
Stillwell, Mr. Accident through Barbed-wire Fence, 

361.
Stock (See also “Pastures and Stock Protection 

Aitt ”) :—
Cattle destroyed under Dairies Supervision Act, 45, 126,

Amount collected under Diseases in Slieep Act, 46. 
Railway Carriage from Drought-stricken Districts, 74. 
Consigned to Agents, 75. ,
Loss, through Drought, 89.
Inoculation with Dr. Koch’s Tuberculin, 93.
Diseases in Sheep Act and Pastures and Stock Pro

tection Act, 102. ■
Inspectors visiting Queensland rt Tick Pest, 93,106, 149. 
Reserve, Spring Ridge, 111.
Reserve, Spring Vale, 161.
Kxperiments on Worms by Dr. Cnbb, 193.
Report on losses during 1396 and 1397, 201.
South Coast cattle purchased by Mr. O’Callaghan, 270,

. Routes, Wagga Wagga District, 284.
Deductions from Salaries of Officers of Department, 

297, 321, 391, 433, 468, 489.
Fund for suppression of Scab in Sheep, 312. .
Quarantine conditions on Northern boundary, 270. 
Provisions for Prevention of Tick Pest, 351.
Inoculation of cattle for plouro-pneumonia, 424, 503. 

Stock Branch, Mines Department ; - Control by Public 
Service Board, 30.

Stockton Colliery Coal raised from, 150. 
Steathpield :—

Traffic on Railway line to Hornsby, 319.
Institution for Blind Women, 390.

Streets :—Control of public, 283.
Stcdley Park :—Purchase by Government, 209. 
Subletting Of Contracts, 434.

, Submarine Miners (See “Military”).
Suburbs

Letter delivery, 307.
’Water Supply to Residents, 369.

Suffield, Thomas Case of, 314.
Sugar ;—Commission on Industry, 10.
Suicides ;—In New South Wales during the time of the 

Reid Administration, 391.
Sunday' Closing :—

Of Shops, 189, 224, 232, 264, 276, 306.
Publishing of Sytimy Morning Herald, 238.
Deputation from Evangelical Alliance, 323.
Works of Colonial Sugar Company at Pyrmont, 340. 
Sale of Newspapers in Domain, 477.

Superannuation Fund :—
Amount Paid on Retiring, 16.
Gratuities to Officers who have voluntarily retired from 

Fond, 22, 31, 122.
Bill dealing with Fund of Police Force, 70, 1(5, 247.

ESTIONS (courimieri) :—
Superannuation Fund (eontinned)

Abatements undci' Civil Service Act of 1884, 107, 196, 
223.

Officers of Stock Department, 297, 321, 343, 391, 433, 
468, 489.

Gratuities to Officers retired bet ween ages of 60 and 65, 
30 /.

Refunds by Officers reappointed, 416,
Report on Police, 416.
Oflieers of Defence Force subscribing to fund, 455. 
Position of contributors who were retired and since 

reappointed, 502. .
Supreme Being Acknowledgment of, in Constitution 

Bill, 2 IS.
Surry Hills :—Police protection, 387.
Sutiif.ri.and Dock:—Conveyance of men to, 218. 
Sydenham : Traffic on Railway line to Belmore, 319. 
Sydney Meat Preserving Co. :—Pollution of Parra

matta River, 90.
“Sydney Morning Herald”:—

Publishing of, on Sunday, 238.
Government Advertisements in, 271.
Nomination of Editor for Birthday Honors, 271. 

Sydney :—Railway Connection with North Sydney, 31. 
Sydney Hospi tal :—Entrance for visitors, 252.
Synopsis of Offences punishable on Summary Con

viction by Addison and Macfaklane Supply to 
Courts of Petty Sessions, 455,

Tamworth :—
Water Supply Works, 48.
Land resumption for Railway to Manilla, 48, 321. 
Roads in Walcha Division of District, 241.
Tenders for Railway to -Manilla, 352.

Tarram'ingif, :—
Mining accident at, 151.
Mining regulations at Quarries, 214,

“ Tasmania" :—Wreck of Steamer, 275,
Taylor, James:—Death through accident at Block 11 

Mine, 151.
Tea Imported to Norfolk Island, 83.
Teachers (See “Education”).
Technical College :—

Shorthand Classes, 314.
Classes at Balmain, 409.
Site for Goullmrn, 440.

Technological Museum :—Tradesmen on staff', 414, 
“Telegraph ” Government Advertisements in, 269. 
Telegraphs :—

New code, 46, 81, 219,
And Post Office, Captain’s Flat, 130.
Delay of Cable Messages, 219.
Messengers of Department, 264.
Conveyance of Stores by post, 390.

Telephones ;—
Between Sydney and Illawarra, 129.
Tunnels, Sydney, 104.
Mr. Donald, Overseer of Construction of Tunnels, 195. 
Newcastle Service, 330.

Tellukide Ore Discovery of, 105, 233.
Temora Gold sent from Gold-field, 166.
Temporary Hands (See “Civil Service”).
Ten-mile Hollow Road Work on, 340.
Terry, Mil Ed ward Statement re appointment to 

Legislative Council, 367- ■
The Rook :—Proposed Railway to Green’s Guuyah, 82. 
Thikumeke :—Home for Consumptives, 74.
Thomas, Mr. Josiah, M.P. :—Position as Mining In

spector, Broken Hill, 224.
Tick Pest :—

Proposed visit of Dr. Koch to inquire into, 73, 247. 
Stock Inspectors sent to Queensland, 93, 106, 149. 
Prevention of introduction, 351.

Timber :—
License Fees and Royalties on, 8, 102.
Preservation of Pino, West Bogan, 225, 240. 
Introduction of Amending Bill, 351.

Tobacco Expf,rt :—Appointment of, 416.
Toogong :—Gates on road to, 42, 45.
Toon ALE ;—Pastoral Holding, 477.
Tooth & Cf). :—Alleged evasion of Beer Duty Act, 139. 
Tote-Shops Suppression of, 299.
Trade Disfutes Conciliation and Arbitration Act :— 

Amendment of, 140.
Trade Marks Duties of Registrar, 196.
Tramways :—

Poles and Brackets for George-strcet Electric, 55, 65, 66. 
Distances of Sydney and Suburban lines, 66.
Rose Bay Cable Extension, 94.
Letter-boxes on Tram-cars, 113.
Extension to Willoughby, 130, 238.



INDEX. . slvii

JiEFEUBNOKS TO THE TOTES AND rKOCEEDIKGB, VOL. I—17TII TAltHAltEIfT—SESSION 1897.

Q

QUESTIONS (continued):—
Tramways (continued) :—

Commencement of George ami Harris Streets line, 139. 
Working-hours of Employees, 201, 397.
Free Passes to certain Ladies, 185, 205.
Visit of Gustave Fischer to America re Electric, 238. 
Collision in Oxford-street, 204.
Sale of tickets by Conductors, 307, 323.
Distances of Twopenny Sections from Tient-strcct, 336. 
Fares on Crown-street line, 343.
Electric, to Rose Ray, 344.
Accident at Barrack Itill, 343.
Proposed electric, Milson’s Point to Ridge-street, 516. 

TiiAN'fHE :—Artesian Bore, 321,
Tra.tekee Reserve Throwing open of, 154. 
Travelling Allowances:— ■

Of Public Officers, 0.
To .Delegates to Fruit Conference, Brisbane, 10.
Public Works Committee, 119, 3S7.
Of Representatives to Federal Convention at Adelaide, 

252, 205.
Treasury Department :—Uniforms supplied by, 102. 
Trial Bay Proposed Railway to Armidale, 210. 
Truck Bill :—Proceedings on, 456. .
Tubercular Disease :—In the Human family, 204. 
Tug-boat :—For Port Macquarie, 238. "
Tuoueraii Lakes Tickets collected at platform, 277. 
Tunnels :—For Telephones, Sydney, 154.
Tweed River :—

Hindoos in District, 247.
Appointment of Pilot, 409.

Typhoid Fever Case of T. S. Barron, Botany, 39S. 
Unclaimed Land Municipal control of, 9. 
Unemployed (See also “Labour Bureau”). 

Employment on Snagging Work, S7.
Employment in Thinned Forests, Murray River, 87- 
Works at Rose Bay Cable 'Tram, Darling Island, and 

Cook's River Drainage Scheme, 94.
Mr. Charles O'Neill's Scheme of Employment, 101 (5). 
In Riverina District, 111.
Expenditure from January to April, 125.
Bogan Send) Relief Works, 176 (2).
Jubilee Relief Works, 179.
Committee of Ministers to provide work for, 248, 251. 
On hooks of Labour Bureau in September in each year, 

359.
Forest-thinning, Deuilhpiin, 400.

Uniforms
Supplied hy Colonial Secretary's Department, 101.

Do Treasury Department, 102.
Do Postal Department, 102.
Do Public Instruction Department, 102.
Do Justice Department, 105.

Of Infantry Forces, 344.
Unincorporated Populous Arran Local Govern

ment for, 514.
United Service Institution :~Reading-room for, 40. 
University of Sydney Civil Service Examinations, 

234.
Urquhart, Mr.:—Appointment as Director of Prison 

Labour, 179, 2S7.
Valuer, Mu. George :—Promotion to Hawkesbury 

Agricultural College, 102.
Vegetation Diseases Bill Passing of, 369.
Vkrnon, Mr. :—Visit to England, 351.
Victoria :—

Mining Reserves on Border, 31.
Imports and Exports, per Rail, between New South 

Wales and, 3G5.
Victoria Barracks - 

Garrison Hospital, 214.
Temporary residence of French soldiers, 283, 320. 

Victorian Federal Enabling Act :—Provisions for 
Voting by Post, 305.

Villaoe Settlement Pitt Town, 313.
Vital Statistics Compilation of, 145.
Volunteers (See “Military”),
Wages :—Bill to regulate, 377.
Wagga Wagga 

New Roads in District, 48.
Justices of the Peace at, 183.
Experimental Farm, 203.
Classified ami Unclassified Roads in District, 223, 366. 
Stock routes in district, 2S4.
Public School, Experimental farm, 284.
Exchange of Private for Crown Lands in District, 314. 
Establishment of Schools, 366.
Wheat grown at Experimental Farm, 443, 444, 478.

“ Wairarapa " :—Wreck of Steamer, 275.
Waite, E. :—Watchman, Public Service, 504.
Wakely, Ur. W. B. :—Late of Post and Telegraph 

Department, 8.
Walcha :—Roads in Division, 240.

QUESTION'S (ron/iinieti)
Waldron’s Selection Proposed resumption, 33. 
Walgett :—Extension of Proposed Narrabri to Pilliga 

Railway to, 185,
Wallamba River :—Expenditure on road, 469, 
Wallshnd Colliery :—Inspector's report, 159. 
Wardens (See “Mining1').
Wakrego :—Homestead Leases in District, 111.
Warren :—Tender for Railway Station, 187. ■
Warwick Farm Racecourse:—Accidents at, 277. 
Watchmen :—Employed, Rublic Wharfs, &c., Depart

ment, 387, 408, 504.
Water Conservation :—

Cost of Department to date, 137, 455.
Colonel Home's Report. 367.

Water Reserve (See “Reserves’').
Water Supply :—

Broken Hill, S, 167 (s), 206.
Cum nook, 42.
Tamworth Works, 48.
Reservoir, Centennial Park, 121.
Captain’s Flat, 270, 468.
Report of Commission on Board, 272.
Newtown, 307.
To suburban residents, 369.
Rallies of defaulting bonds-peoplc, 478.
To Charitable Institutions, 490.

Ways and Means Accounts for 1896-7, 390.
Wealth and Progress :—First issue, 168.
Weights and Measures :—Report of Inspector, 227. 
Weirs : —

Contract at Hillston, 33.
Auglcdool, 75.
Across Vass River, 130.
Darling River, JS3.

Wek.maisah .Subdivision ;—Settlement leases on, 360. 
We emohaii Holding Extension of Lease, 139. 
Wentworth Falls :—Reserve, 469.
Wentworth Gold-mining Co. :— .

Permits issued to, 278, 306.
Compliance with labour conditions, 352 p).
Evidence before Warden King, 376.

Were is Creek :—
Proposed Railway from Rnbbo, 225.
ProjMiscd Road, Werris Creek to Quipolly, 277- 

West Bogan
Destruction of Pine Timber, 225, 240.
Settlement blocks of cleared scrub-lands, 228, 409. 

Western Division (Sec “Crown Lands”).
Western Line (See “Railways”). • 
Weston-p.oad, Balmain State of, 210.
Wharfs :—

I-ease of, Circular Quay, 40, 329.
Fees collected, Coff’s Harbour and Byron Bay, 305. 
Watchmen employed in Department, 387, 408.

Wheat :—
Cost of growing, 21.
Grown at Wagga Experimental Farm, 443, 444, 478. 

Wickham and Bullock Island Colliery:—Coal raiaed 
from, 150.

Wilder force ; —
Complaint against School-teacher, 213, 255.
Lenses of Settlement, 322.

Williams, Dk. :—Analysis of Pink Pills, 57, 298. 
Willoughby ;—

Tramway Extension, 130, 238.
Recreation Reserve, 237 (l). '
Reserve Road, 367.

Windeyer, Sir William Payment of Pension, 314. 
Wire Ropeways ;—Adoption of Otto Aerial, 263. 
Wolcmla Grcendale Reserve, 35.
Woodfort ;—Public School, 121, 330.
Woodward, Mr. H, Oyster Leases held by, 70.
Wool :—Bill protecting, while in hands of agents, 365, 

514.
Wool-scouring :—Darling and other rivers, 240.
Wool and Produce Brokers Bill regulating, 516. 
’Workmen :—Employed by Government Contractors, 439, 
Workmen’s Train :—To Dudley Mine. 45.
Workmen’s Tickets :—On Railways, 278.
Worms :—Experiments by Dr. Cobb, Moss Vale, 193. 
Wright, Mr. Employed by Lands Department, 168. 
Wyalong

Administration of Mining Regulations by Mr. Warden 
Clarke, 39. _

Gold sent from Gold-field, ICG.
Certificates of Titles, 23S.
Road to West Wyalong, 239.

Yanko Creek ;—Dam on, 299.
Yass:—Weir across River, 130.
Zoological Society 

Men employed by, 188,
Opening of Gardens on Sunday, 298.
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I'OL. PAGE,

RABBIT BILL:—
Motion ninHo (Sfr. C'trruiforii) for Commiitce of tiie Wliole, 30; Message from Governor, 50; 

House in Commiitce, Resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 54; Older of the Dm 
postponed, 450, ‘l!)2. ‘

I’KTITIOKS IN PAVOUR OP, MOM: —

Selectors and landholders resident in the Bulloch- Creek South District, 2LB.................................
Do do Alectown District, 249 ...................................................
Do do Peak Hill District, 300 (J) ............................................. i
Do do Bulbodnoy Districts, being members of the Bnlbodnev

Selectors1 Association, 3G2 ........................................................................................................
Landholders in Dubbo and surrounding Districts, 309...................................................................... 1
Bnlbodnev Selectors Association, 323 ............................................................................................... i i_
Fanners and Landholders, Condobohn Land Dial riot, being Members of Mebose and Walker’s

Hill and other Farmers Associations, 323....................................................................................
Selectors and Landholders of the Condobolin Land District, and Members of the Mowabla and

Kiacatoo Farmers and Selectors Association, 323 ................
RABBIT PEST:- ..................................

Report of Conference heid in Sydney, March, 1S07. laid on Table, 24 ............................
RACECO DUSE AC C l U K NTS — '

Police report respecting, on Canterbury Park, Rosebery Park, anl Brighton Racecourses, laid on 
Table, 243.

RACECOURSE BETTING BILL:—
Motion made (Mr. Aewu) for leave to bring in, presented, and rend 1°, 103 ; Order of the Da.1 

postponed, lit; Order of Day disrh irgcd, Bill m ithd'ann, 220. i
RACHEL DAWSON (See ‘'ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE").
RAILWAYS (See "TAMWORTH TO MANILLA RAILWAY BILL”; also “CITY AND NORTH 

SYDNEY RAILWAY BILL" ; also " MOREK TO IN YE BELL RAILWAY BILL”; also'
“ MOREJi TO 1 N YERE LL RAILAVAY BILL (No. 2)”; also “LITHGOW CO-OPE RATI YE i 
COAL COMPANY RAILWAY BILL"; also “STHATHFIELD RAILWAY CROSSING 
BILL”) :—

Report of Commissioner, for quarter ended December, L93G, laid on Table, 25
Do do do 31st March, 1897, laid on Table, 25
Do do do June, 1897, laid on Table, 219.........
Do do do September, 1897, iaid on Table. 302
Do do year ended 30th June, 1897, laid on Table, 279.....

Condojjoiiv to Broken Hill— '
Report of Public ’Works Committee, laid on Table, 13 ...................................................................

Gonno.v Railway Station:— ......
Return to Order (Session 1800), lail on Table, 24 .................................... .....................................

MiityvALii and Gpruni" ......
Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Acl, for impruyemcnt of Curyes 

ftod Grades, laid on Table, 25.
LlVI'.ltPOOL and Campdeiitown .—

Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, for maintaining Traffic between, 25 
Maintenancb of Railway Tuaffic between Colo Vale and Bbaemab —

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, iaid on Table, 25.
Majntknaxcr of Railway Traffic between Hill Tor and Colo Vale : —

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, laid on 'Table, 25,
Additions and Altkbations of Bdildinos in Rkdfekn Station Y’aiid :—

Notification of rcmmptioii of land, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 25.
Imfeoyements of Grades, ic , at Makulan :—

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 23.
Additional Station Accommodation at Bebbiqan :—

Notificalion of resumption of laud, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 25.
Deviation neak Cjahkxcf. Siding: -

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Worts Act, laid on Table, 25.
Deviation rnovi JTu.r, Tor to Colo Yale :—

Notification if resumption of land, under Public Works Act, hud on Table, 25.
Geades and Curyf.'s between Svdniy and Mount Victoria at Blackheaiii :—.

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 25.
Maintenance of Traffic between Sydney and Albury —

Notification of resumption of laud, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 25.
Grades and Curves near Blacicueatr and Mount Victoria —

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 25.
Deviation between Bbaemab and Mittaoong :— i

Notification of resumption of laud, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 25. j
Mokke to Invebell —

Report of Public Works Cmuiniltee, laid on Table, 2G ...................................................................
Motion made (Mr. Tbunff) that work be carried out, 178.

City Extension :—
Report of Royal Cjmnbssion, laid on Table, 103 ....................................................................
Motion made (.Ur. Tounj) to refer work to Public Works Committee, 170 (2); Report mid 

Minutes of Evidence laid on Table, 323.
Sam. Lemon and Miss Lemon —

Adjournment moved (Dr. Jtoss) in reference to compensation for resumption of land, and 
negatived, 134.

Access to Station at Binalonc —
Notification of resumption of laud, under Public Works Art for, 147,

Dav Labour—Railway Deviations: —
Motion made (Af?1. J\IaGow?») for Select Committee in reference to cunlracts for Public Works 

and amendment moved (.Hr, Yount/) to confine inquiry to Railway Deviations, and agreed to, 
further amendment moved (Mr, Garrard) to substitute other names for those proposed ue 
members of Committee, and agreed to, motion, as attended, agreed to, 171; Report brought
up, 510................................................................................................ ..........................................

Tender of Lithgow Coliiukv Companies fob Supply of Coal:— "
Adjournment move t (Mr. ilir/iolson) in reference to acceptance of, and negatived, 177.

J
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KAIIiWjiYS (coniinuci) :—

Access to Ssdinq at Tyaoahau, on LiSArrmE to Tweed Line : —
Notification oE rcsumiition of land, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 196.

Grades and Cbhves on Gheat Southern Line, near Kramfton:—
Notification o£ resuniption of land, under the Public Works Act, laid on Table, 19G,

Eesojittion of Land for Baitavav Purposes, at South Lismore :—
Motion made (Mv. Eusiity) for papers, 197 ; Bolimi to Order, laid on Table, £55.

North Coast:—
Motion made (J/r. F. Clarke) for papers, 211 j Botnrn to Order, laid on Table, 272 ..................
Motion made (Mr. }\ Clarke:) to refer work to Public Works Committee, and withdrawn, 310. 

Stdnev to Parramatta Line, at Newtown :— .
Notification of the resumption under Public Works Act of land for improving facilities on, laid on 

__ Table, 229.
1'iiEB Passes to certain Ladies os Trams anu Trains:—

Adjournment moved (Mr. JJayiie') iu reference to abuse of the provisions of Railway Act, and 
negative.!, 229. ‘

CONDODOI.IN TO JEUADALONO : —
Motion made (Mr. i'ouny) to refer work to Public IVorks Conimitton, 2C7; Report brought up, 517, 

Narhaisui to Piluiia:—
Motion made (Mr. Iokjij) to refer work to Public Works Committee, 207.

Bynoctc to Bhewarrina :—
Motion made (Mr. lonnj) to refer work io Public Works Committee, 207.

Tim Rock to Green’s Gunyaii :—
Motion made (jl/r, ioimt/) to refer work to Public Works Commitlee, 267; Hciiort brought up, 492. 

COOEAJION TO ADIAII : —

Motion made (Mr. loany) to refer work to Public Works Committee, 237; Report brought up, 492. 
Construction of, through Private Lands :—

Motion made (Mr. AJJIerk) in favour of laud required for, being granted free of cost, amendment 
moved (Afr. lJrice) in favour of betterment principle—Faint of Order, That the amendment 
was not relevant, sustained by Mr. Speaker—Motion negatived, 327-8.

Coal used by the Defartment-—
Motion made (Mr. Fdden) for return respecting, 356 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 377. ... 

TRANSHirilTiNT OF TONNAGE AND LlVE STOCK, PER RAIL, ON THE BORDER BETWEEN N.S.W. 
AND A'ICTOBIA '

Motion made (Mr. Ncild) for return in reference to, 370; Return to Order, laid on Table, 517. 
Grams on the Great Western Railway near Ouanou

Nofification of resumption of bind under the Public Works Act, laid on Table, 426.
Grades on the Great Western Railway near BlayxeY:—

Notification of resumption of laud under the Public Works Act, laid on Tabic, 426.
Warren to Coonajidli: :— ■

Motion made (IP1. 1'oung) to refer work to Public Works Committee, 519,
Koorawatha to Grenfell :—

Motion made (,lfr. I'oanjr) to refer work to Public Works Committee, 519.
WoOLilSRA TO COLLARENllABRI : —

Motion made (ilfr. 1 bnifj) to refer work to Public Works Committee, 519,
TiiiiuiNus or Rose Hill Railway to Dural :—

Motion made (Mr. yonitt)} to refer work to Public Works Committee—Faint of Orricr, That the 
Minister bad not complied with the requirements of the Act, ruled against by Mr. Speaker 
Motion passed, 519-20.

Maitland to Tarek :—
Motion made (Akr. Totina) to refer works to Public Works Committee, 519.

RATKS (See “TELEGRAPHS”). ‘
REAL PROPERTY (CROWN LANDS) BILL

Motion made (Mr. CarrMers) for leave to bring in, presented, and read l", 116 ; read 2°, com
mitted, reported without amendment, Report adopted, 191 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to 
Council, 197; relumed with amendments, 495; Council's amendments agreed to, 523. 

REAPPRAISEMENT OE CONDITIONAL PURCHASES AND I,EASES
Motion made (Mr. Waddell) to extend rights of appraisement to Conditional Purchases, and 

Debate adjourned, 199.
RECORD REIGN CELEBRATIONS : —

Adjournment moved (Mr. Hogac) in reference to inadequate provision for assisting the poor, and 
negatived, 104.

DinucnoNS from Salaries of Ti'.uroKARY Officers during Jubilee Holidays 
Motion made (Mr. E. .17, Clark) for return, 197: Return to Order, laid on Table, 456. 

REDEERN STATION (See "RAILWAYS”).
REFORMATORY (See “CARPENTEKIAN REFORMATORY”).
REFRESHMENT COMMITTEE :—

Sessional Order appointing passed, 13. .
REGISTRAR-GENERAL :—

Minute of Executive Council authorising the transfer of certain Salaries from the Government
Stntisliciun’s Ofliec lo Department of, laid on Table, 7.................... ......................................

Returns under the several Acts of Parliament administered by, for 1896, laid on Table, 71 
REGISTRATION OF DEEDS BILL:—

Received from Legislative Council, and on motion (Mr. Gould) read 1°, 400; read 2“ committed, 
reported wilhoul amendment. Report adopted, read 3°, passed, and returned to Council, 
450 : Assent reported, 494.

REGULATIONS :- 
Laid on Table: —

Mining Laws Amendment Act of 1896, 11.
Dredgo Service, 17, 392.
Water Rights Act of 1896,17, 43.
Crown Lands Acts 18 (*), 147, 316, 331 (%).
Newcastle Pasturage Acts Amendment Bill, 18.
Volunteer Force Regulation Act of 1867, 23, 331,
Australasian Federation Enabling Act of 1895, 24.
Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act Amendment Act of 1896, 24.
Eelctric Telegraph Act, 24.
Palonts Law Amendment Act, 1887, 24. ■
Public Service Act, 25 (!‘), 71, 219, 256, 316, 324, 331 C), 450 (!).
Public Abattoirs, Globe Island, 25,

45G —O'
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KECtULATIOKS (continue/) x—

Laid on Table (continued):—1 
Public Roads Act, 235,
Nosious Trades and Cattle Slaughtering Act, 1894, 23.
Land ami Income Tai Assessment Act of 1895, 25 (*).

j)o do do Tables for Calculation of Yalues, 25.
Oyster Pisbcries Act of 1834, laid on Table, 35.
Gaol, 155, 35G, 399.
Orange Lire Brigade, 34S,
Pharmacy Act of 1897, 445,

RELATTYES (See ,rCOMPENSATION TO RELATIVES BILL").
REPORTS'

Laid on Tablb:— ,
Appointments of Mr, E. J, Scircrs, Mr. A, E. Ernns, and Mr. A. D. Craig to Works Depart 

ment, 17.
Board for the Protection of the Aborigines, 24................................... .............................................
State Children’s Relief Board for the year ended 5th April, 1895, 24 ...........................................

Do do do do 1397,491..................... .....................
Police Department for 1890, 24 ........................................................... ...........................................
Goulburn Fire Brigades Board (Eleventh), 24.
Moss Vale Eire Brigades Board (First), 24,
Royal Commission on Contracts of Messrs, Carter, Gummorv, <fc Co., 21.......................................
Conference on Xosioos Weeda, 24 ........................................................................................  .........

■ Conference respecting Rabbit Pest (March, 1897), 24 ...................................................... ...............
Creep in Junction Mine, Broken Hill, 24 ......  ................................................. -............................
University of Sydney, for 1896, 24 ....................................................................................................
Public Library, for 1890, 24...............................................................................................................

. National Art Gallery, for 1890, 24...................................................................................................
Inlercolonial Postal Conference (held iu Sydney, November, 1S90), 21 .......................................
Railway Commissioners, for quarter ended December, 1890, 25......................................................

Do do 31st March, 1897, 25 ..................................................
Do do June, 1397, 219......... ....................................................
Do do September, 1897, laid on Table, 392 ............... ............
Do for year ended 30th Juno, 1897, laid on Table, 279 ................................

Royal Commission on Coal-laden Ships, 35 ......................................................................... ..........
Additions and improvements to Government Printing Office, 43 ....................... ..........................
Inspector-General of Insane, for 1890, 75 .......................................... ................................ ............
Minister of Public Instruction, for 1S9G, 84.....................................................................................
Prisons, for 1896. 91 ..........................................................................................................................
Department of Mines and Agriculture, for 1890, 91.........................................................................
Completion of Branches of Long Cove Creek Storm-uatcr Channel, 95.
Vital Statistics for 1895 and previous years, 93.
National Park Trust for 1896, 93............................................................ ..........................................
Royal Commission on City Railway Extension, 103.........................................................................
Stock and Brands Branch of the Department of Mines and Agriculture, 103; Report in subsfi

tution, 219 .................................................................................................................................
Elood Prevention in Hunter Eher, 114..... .....................................................................................
Completion of Pipe Sewers and Stormwater Drains at North Sydney and Easton Park Canal, 140 
Wollongong Fire Brigades Board, 147.
Australian Museum for 1896, 169 ............................................................................................
Weir across Pass River for water supply to Yass, 185..............................................................
Sydney Grammar School for 1896, 190 ............................... ...................................... .............
Eire Brigades Board, Sydney, for 1896, 219 ...........................................................................
Conditions of Aqueducts at Johnston’s Creek, Whito’s Creek, and across Sewage Farm, 229, 
Police on Racecourse Accidents, 243,
Royal Commission on Management of Marine Board, 256 ......................................................
Accident to Thomas J. Sampson, Broken Hill, 266,
Completion of Pipe Sewers, The Glebe, 279.
Postmaster-General, for 1S96, 295 ............................................................................................
Public Works Department, 1896-7, 300 ....................................................................................
Public Service Board (Dairying Industry), 300,

Do (Principal Assistant Medical Officer and Microbiologist), 316.
Do ' (Viticulturnl Expert), 310.
Do (Appointment of George McRae as Principal Assistant Architect), 49L

Fisheries Commission for 1895, 324...........................................................................................
Do 1890, 324.............................................................................................

Vaccination for 1896, 324 ..........................................................................................................
Department of Lands for 1896, 324..................................................................... ......................
Loss of Stock since 1st January, 1895, 324 ........................................ ................. . .................
Royal Commission, Mudgee Hospital, 327.................................................................................
Nautical s.s. “ Sobraon " for year ended 30th April, 1897, 331 ...............................................
Inscribed Stock Act of 1883 (Fourteenth Animal), 331 ..........................................................
Prospects of Irrigation and Water Conservation, by Colonel Home, C.S I., R.A., 341 .........
Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board (Royal Commission), 350 ............... ........
Government Labour Bureau for year ended 30th June, 1897, 302 ...........................................
Government Architect on his visit to England and the Continent, 419...................................
Military Forces of the Colony, by Major-General French, 445 ...............................................
Royal Commission on Management of the Hunter River Water Supply and Sewerage Board, 456 

Do on AVorkmg of Mines and Q.uarries in the Albert. Mining District, 456 ..
Ninth of Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board (1896-7), 491.
Coast Hospital, Little Bay, for 1893, 491 .................................................................................

Standing Oedees Committee
Limitation of Speeches—Balloting for Select Coimnittccs, 295 ...........................................

Select Committees:—
Governor’s Opening Speech, 5.
Exchange of Land, Cuppaeumbalong Run, Queanbeyan Distiict, 155................................... .
Municipalities Act Amendment Bill (search of Council's Journals), 205.
Mud gee Show Ground Bill, 295 ..............................................................................................
Conditional Purchase by George Vincent, iu the District of Gundagai, 301............................
Claim of James and Patrick Guillen, of Kangaroo Valley, 337 ................................................
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KEP0RT3 (Ganimucd) :—

Laid on Table (continued):—
Nyngon Town-Hall'(MorLc.ago) Bill, 435 ......................................................................................
Consolidaijoii ot the Lmid Laws, 456 ..............................................................................................
Lithgow Co-ojjcrativc Coal Company Railway Bill, 482 ...............................................................
Public Seiwiec Board—Retiring Allowances anti Gratuities, 492 ................................................
Bay Labour—Railway Deviations, 510 ............................................................... ..........................
Case of Sydney Cooper, as to Mining under a Road, Parish of Clive, County Gough, 510..........
Construction of the Telephono Tunnels (Progress), 512 ...............................................................
Additions and Alterations (o Government Printing Office (Progress), 517 .................................

PAELIAilKKrAEr STANDING COMMITTER ON PUBLIC WoitKS:— '
Railway from Condobolin lo Broken Hill, 12......................................................................... ........
Deep-water Harbour at Port Kembla, 17 ......................................................................................
Railway from Jforec lo Inverell, 26 .................................................................................. '..........
General (Twelfth), 35 ....................................................................................................................
Sewerage Works for Parramatta, 49 .............................................................................................
Duplicate main from Prospect to Putts' Hill, 190 ................................................
Railway Eitension, Rodfcrn to St. James’ Road, 323 ....................................................
Bridge at Glebe Island, 352 ............................. .............................................
Railway from Tbo Rock to Green's Gunyuh, 492 ...............................................................

Do Coolamon to Ariab, 492.............................. ..............................................................
New Parliament Houses, 517..................................................................................
Railway from Condobolin to Euabulong, 517..................................................................................

Printing Committee:— ' ....................................................
Nos. 1 to 26—25, 35, 59, 76,91, 103, 123,140,177,190,211,225,243, 266,284,300,324,337,353, 

363,383,426,445,470,508,619 ....................
RESERVED BILL (See “BILLS’"!. ......................................................................
RESERVES (Sec “CROWN LANDS”).
RESOLBTTONS

Committee of tub Whom:—
Reported, 64 (=), 60 O, 61 (2), 101, 124, 191 (!), 192, 20S, 212, 285, 332, 333, 420, 421 (!), 448, 

419, 450, 474,486.
Agreed to, 54 (!), CO (s), 61 f1, 104, 124, 191 {*), 192, 208, 212, 285, 33?, 3?3, 420, 421 (>), 44S,

4 49, 459. 474,486. w ’ ' ’ w’ ’
Reception of, made an Order of the Day for future dav, 337,

Suri’LY:— ’
Reported, 36, 354, 378, 428 (lra), 461 (!i), 498.
Agreed to, 37, 354, 378, 432 (>«), 4G3 (”), 498.

Ways and Means
Reported, 37, 379, (Taxation) 393 (3), 432 <s), (Taxation) 4C3 {>), 498.
Agreed to, 37, 379, (Taxation) 395 {a), 432 (s), (Taxation) 465 (3), 498.

RESUMPTION OE LAND (See "PUBLIC WORKS ACT OE 1888”; also “FIELD OE MARS 
RESUMPTION REPEAL BILL” ; also “RAILWAYS"; also “DEEPWATER CREEK”). 

RETIRING ALLOWANCES (See “PUBLIC SERVICE”).
REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE (See “FINANCE”).
RICHARDSON, TURNER, h CO. (See ‘'POLICE'’).
RICHMOND RIVER DISTRICT (Sec “HINDOOS”).
RICHMOND ROAD TRUST (See “ROADS”).
ROADS (See “PUBLIC ROADS BILL”; also “ABATTOIR ROAD ACT AMENDMENTBILL”) 

Vote for Roads and Bridges for 1.896-7:—
Motion made (Mr. Frank FarncV) for return showing expenditure, 62.

Beancii Road, Double Bay:—
Motion made (Mr. E. M. Clark) for papers in reference to closing, 177; Return to Order, laid on

Tabic, 289 ; referred back to Printing Committee for reconsideration, 341.........................
V haling Road, North: Sydney :—

Motion made (Mr. E. M. Clark) for papers in reference to closing, 177; Return to Order, laid on
Table, 295 ; referred back to Printing Committee for reconsideration, 341 ........................

Act of 1897■ .
Regulations and Form, laid on Table, 235.

Borough of Cowea:—
Adjournment moved (Mr. M. T. Fhillips) In reference to bond entered into by the Government 

■ for payment of £150 for road repairs, 257.
Waloha Division, Tam worth Road District:—

Motion made (Mr.W.H.B. Eid-dington) for return of amounts voted and expended, 2CG; Return 
to Order, laid on Table, 331.

South Head Roads Trust and Richmond Road Trust :—
Accounts for half-year ended 31 December, 1S96, laid on Table, 300.

Vote for Unclassified, for 1897-98:—
Motion made (Mr. Frank Farnell) for return in reference lo allotment, 316; Return to Order,

laid on Table, 341 ......................................................................................... ............................
Government, retwbrn Cuhscent-strert and Iron Cove Bridge, Roselle',' Balmain "

Adjournment moved (Mr. Lam) in reference to state of, and negatived, 317 
South Head Trust:—

Eetum respecting, laid on Table, 311.
Accounts for half-year ending 30lh June, 1897, laid on Table, 353. '

Unsatisfactory State of, of the Colony :—
Adjournment moved (Mr. Waddell) in reference to, and ruled out of order, 362.

Casino to Coraki
Notification of resumption of land under the Public Works Act for deviation, laid on Table, 392. 

.Aiiknation ov Chotv’s Nest IIoad, North Sydney:—
Motion made (Mr. E. M. Clark) for a Select Committee and House counted out, 411. 

ROOKWOOD BOROUGH COUNCIL.—
Correspondence respecting Mr. Groves, Auditor, laid on Table, 517,

ROSEBERY PARK (See “ RACECOURSE ACCIDENTS”)
ROSE HILL (See “RAILWAYS”).
ROSSI, CAPTAIN (Sec “CLAIM OF CAPTAIN ROSSI”)
ROYAL COMMISSIONS (See “ COMMISSIONS ”)
RULES (See "BANKRUPTCY ACT, 1887”).
RULINGS (Sec “SPEAKER”).

C0^DITroNAL PURCHASES (Sob "CROWN LAND'S'”?,
xvxUHj ^occ fJcUiSjL9 ),

7
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SvUjE-YAJIDS (See'‘BOROUGH OF CUDGFGONG CATTLE SALE-Y.UiDS BILL”). 
SAMPSON, THOMAS J. (See “MINING").
SAVINGS BANK (See "GOVERNMENT SAVINGS BANK").
SCHEDULES •

To tlie Eslimates for 1807-S kid on Table, 302 ................................................................
Military Allowances proposed for year 1S97-S, laid on Table, 309......................................
A. to E Estimates 1897-8 Psiblic Works Department, laid on Table, 409...........................

SEIVERS, MR. E. J. (See “CIVIL SERVICE").
SELECT COMMITTEES (See “COMMITTEES").
SERIATIM :—

Paragraphs in motion required lo be put, 9G.
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS:—, .

Directed by Speaker to remove Member from Chamber, 279.
SERVICE OF EQ.UTi'AtlLF, PROCESS BILL:— .

Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion (Mr. Gould), read 1°, 220; read 2°, committed, 
reported without amendment, Report adopted, 332 ; read 3°, passed, and sent lo Council, 
337 ; Assent reported, 353,

SESSIONAL ORDERS :- ,
. Business Days, 12, 18.

Precedence of Business, 12.
Government Business take precedence after 8 o’clock on Tuesdays, 448.
Standing Orders Committee appointed, 13,
Library Committee appointed, 13.
Refreshment Committee appointed, 13.
Printing Committee appointed, 13.

SETTLEMENT LEASE (See “ CROWN LANDS”). ■
SEWERAGE (See “COUNTRY TOWNS WATER AND SEWERAGE BILL"; also “HUNTER 

DISTRICT WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE BOARD”; also “HUNTER DISTRICT 
WATER AND SEWERAGE ACT AMENDMENT BILL”; also "COUNTRY TOWNS 
WATER AND SEWERAGE ACT"; also “DRAINAGE”) :—

Metropolitan Board :—
Ninth Report for 180G-7, laid on Table, 491 .................................................. ..................................
Report of Royal Commission to enquire into management of, laid on Table, 35G .........................
Plan of Sewerage System to accompany Report, laid on Table, 3C2 ................................................

Wonkh for Parramatta :— '
Third Report from Public Works Committee, laid on Table, 40.......................................................

- Pipe Sewers at the Glede :—
Report on completion, laid on Table, 279.

SHEA’S CREEK (Sec “ DRAINAGE").
SHEEP DIRECTORS ELECTION BILL: —

Motion made (Mr. Carruikert) for leave to bring in, 53 ; presented and road lc, 00 ; Order of the 
Dav postponed, 450, 492.

SHOPS (See “FACTORIES AND SHOPS BILL"). '
SIMPSON, WILLIAM (See “CROWN LANDS").
SMALL DEBTS RECOVERY ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Motion made (illr. Affleck) for leave to bring in, presented, and read 1 ° 59; read 2°, committed, no 
quorum reported from Committee, and House counted out, 249; Order of the Day reatored, 
256 ; Order of the Day postponed, 327, 400.

SMITH, WARDEN (See “CIVIL SERVICE”).
SMOKING (See "JUVENILE SMOKING SUPPRESSION BILL”), ■
SNAGGING (See “ DARLING RIVER”).
“SOBRAON,” NAUTICAL S.S.:— - ■

< Report of, for the year ended 30th April, 1897, laid on Table, 331 ................................................
Return showing names and rank of persons employed on board, laid on Table. 356.

SOCIAL CONDITION OF THE WORKING CLASSES :— '
Motion made (Mr. &chey) that it be a matter of urgency to proceed with motion for appointment 

. of Select Committee to inquire in respect to employment, wages, Ac., and negatived, 471.
“SOL” and “ALATHEA” (See “COLLISION BETWEEN THE 1------ ---------

STEAMERS ”).
SOLICITORS (See “ BARRISTERS’ AND SOLICITORS' FEES BILL”).
SOUTH CREEK (See “BRIDGES”).
SOUTH HEAD ROADS TRUST (See “ ROADS ”).
SOUTH SEA ISLANDS:—

Adjournment moved (.Sir. O'StiUican) respecting regulations against British subjects, and 
negatived, 26G. ■

SPEAKER:— _
Gives casting vote, 274.
Lays on Table Warrant appointing Elections and Qualifications Committee, 7 ; reports maturity 

of Warrant, 32.
Appoints Temporary Chairmen of Committees, 7- 
Lays Papers on Table, 7 (*), 87 (*), 116, 129,163 (*), 183 (!).
Commission of Deputy, to administer Oath of Allegiance, reported and rend by Clerk, 21.
Reads Letter from Printing Committee in rcfercnceto hearing Members as to printing papers, 26. 
Directs Scrgeant-at-Arms to remove Member from Chamber, 279.
Calls attention to nature of amendments in the Land and Income Tas (Amendment) Bill, 364. 

Rulinos of : —

Motion made (Mr. Wcild) to amend Standing Order No. 161, so as to make any decision of 
Mr. Speaker a ruling within the meaning of Standing Order, and negatived, 337.

That the Australasian Federation Enabling Act required that the Draft Bill of the Adelaide!
Convention should bo considered in Committee, and could be fully discussed there, 63.

That motion for adjournment of the House in reference to ajjpointment of a Select Committee or 
Royal Commission to report on Financial Clauses of the Commonwealth Bill anticipated the 
consideration of the Bill, and was onfc of order, 169.’

That the Franchise Eitension Bill did not necessarily involve expenditure, and therefore did not 
require a Message from the Governor, 181.

That discussion on motion of adjournment in reference to Administration of1 Land and Income 
Taxes must be confined to the subject of the notice, 190,

TAOE.
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SPEAlvER (coiiUnurJ)
Rulinos OE (conlimterl) :— .

That motion to take 3° of the Grown Lands Bill ns matter of urgency before other business was in 
order, 26G. -

That it be left to the House to decide whether the motion for suspension of the Standing Orders 
to tuie 3’ of Crown Lands Bill ns matter of urgency was irregular. 257. _

That Totalisator Bill did not originate any tax or impost or appropriate revenue, and therefore did 
not require to be recommended by Message from Governor, 290.

That Totalisator Bill did not contain provisions beyond the Order of Leave, 290. _
That motion relating to Reajipniisemcnt of Conditional Purchases and Leases would anticipate 

debate on Order of the Lay already on the paper, 309.
That Liquor Traffic Local Option Bill was properly included amongst the Government Orders of 

the Day, having been introduced by a Minister, 317.
That motion to “read Orders of tho Day" was obsolete in House of Commons and opposed to 

Standing Order 211,274. ^
That amendment 011 motion in reference lo construction of Railways through private land to 

apply betterment principle was not relevant, 328. _
That the Standing Orders only pcrmitled the postponement of Orders of the Day, not being 

Government Orders (on Government Days), from one sitting day to another, 341.
That motion for adjournment in reference to the slate of the roads of the Colony anticipated 

discussion on the Estimates or in Committee of Ways and Means, and was out of order, 363. 
That while upholding the ruling of the Chairman of Committee of Supply against allowing a 

discussion on the constitution of the Worts Committee, or their fees, or travelling expenses oil the 
Yote “ Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,11 the items being fixed by statute, 
the conduct of business of the Committee could he criticised in relation to another item, 403 

That motion for adjournment of House relating to muting of Dams and Weirs by the Water 
Conservation Branch of t ho Public Works Depart ment was out of order, the matter imvnig 
been fully discu'scd in Supply, 471. .

That Chairman was incorrect in ruling that tho omission of the word “intestate ” in the 12th line 
of tho Probate Duties Bill was iu order, on the ground that it did not increase the area of 
taxation, because the effect, would be an augmentation of the tax, 483.

That, the decision of the Chairman of Committees, that a Member was not entitled in discussing 
the principles of the City and North Sydney Railway Bill on a proposed amendment iu the 
Short Title, was correct, 512.

That, subject of motion of adjournment of House in rcference lo Sunday Trading had been discussed 
on a previous motion, 518. • _

Tiiat the Minister in moving tlie reference of the Rosehill to Dural Railway to the Public Works 
Corainitt.ee had complied with the Act 519.

Dissent euom Ruling :— . . . . r.
Motion made (.ItTr. Copeland) for, in reference to opinion given respecting consideration in Com 

mittcc of Draft Bill of Adelaide Convention, and negatived, 72,
SPECTAL ADJOURNMENT (See “ADJOURNMENT'').
SPEECHES (See “LIMITATION OF SPEECHES”).
SPICER'S CREEK LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS”).
STAMP DUTIES (AMENDMENT) BILL

Message from Governor, 39 ; Motion made (Mr. JJrunkei') for Committee of the 'Whole, 54; 
House in Committco, resolution agreed to. Bill presented and rend 1°, 60; rend 2“, committed, 
reported without amendment, Report adopted, 77 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 84, 

STAMP DUTIES (AMENDMENT) BILL:— .
Message from Governor, 457; Ordered (Mr. Reid) that Bill be brought, in founded on Resolution 

of Ways and Means. No. 10, presented and read 1°, 465 ; read 2°, committed, reported with 
amendments, 483; Order of Inc Day postponed, 473; Motion made (Mr. llrunker) for 
adoption of report, amendment moved to recommit, and amendment moved (Mr. Rose) to 
add words to amendment and negatived, amendment to recommit, passed, recommitted, 
reported 2° with further amendments, Report adopted, 497 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to 
Council, 499.

STAMP DUTIES BILL:— . pl „
Received from Legislative Council and on motion (Mr. Goa Id) read 1°, 400; Order of the Day 

postponed, 451, 492.
STAMP AND PROBATE DUTIES BILL:— ,

Ordered on motion of Mr. Reid that. Bill he brought in founded on Resolutions ofWaysandi 
Means (Nos. 4 and 5), Bill presented and read 1°, 395; Order of (lie Day postponed, 448: 
Order of the Day discharged. Bill withdrawn, 459.

Petition presented from Australian Mutual Provident Society against, 426 .....................................
STANDING ORDERS :— '

Sessional Order appointing Commiffec, passed, 13.
Suspended as 11 matter of urgency to enable Bill to puss through all its stages in one day, 36-7, 302, 

427-8. . .
Suspended as matter of urgency to pass 3° of Crown Lands Bill before other business, 257. 
Suspended to pass Bill through all its stages iu one day, 378.
Motion to suspend as a matter of urgency interrupted at 8 o’clock, 458. . , .
Motion made (Mr. Schey) for instruction to Committee to frame rule in reference to. Limitation

of Speeches, 147; Report brought up, 295.................................................................................
Motion made (,lfr. Cunn) to refer question of balloting for Select Comuuttccs to Committee; 

amendment moved (Mr.’ Hogue), to except Committees on Private Bills and negatived—
Motion agreed Lo, 197-8; Report brought up, 295 ..................................................................

Motion made (Mr. Neild) to amend Standing Order No. 161, so as to make any decision of 
Mr. Speaker a ruling within the meaning of the Standing Order, and negatived, 337.

STATE CHILDREN'S RELIEF BOARD
Report for tho vear ended 5th April, 1896, laid on Table, 24........................................................

Do ‘ do 1897, do 491 ...................................................
STATISTICS:—

Vital : —
Report on, lor 1895 and previous years, laid on Table, 95. - .

iNDUSTEinS OF VlCTOBIA AND NliW SOUTH WALES :—
Comparative statement by Victorian Statist as to hands employed, laid on Table, 362 .............

Land—Gosfoiid Pop tn, at ion Akea :— '
Motion made (Mr. Wheeler) for return, 378; Return to Order, laid on Table, 491.

STEPHENS, MR. THEOPHILUS (See “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.”) .

TOL,

1243

687

687

909
929
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STOCK :—
Annual Report of Stock and Kran.ls Erancli, Department of Mlnea and Agriculture, for 189G,

laid on Tabie, 103; Keporl in substitution, l»id on Table, 219 ...............................................
Tteport on loss of, since 1st January, 1897, laid on Table, 321....................................................

Receipts under Diseases in Sheep Act:— .............
Motion made (Mr. Hayes) for return during last ten years, IU; Deturn to Order, laid on Table,

169 ................ ................................. ......................*...........
Imported Stock Act:— ’  ............... *...........

Proolamation probibiting importation of ndlle, camels, &e., infected with tick or other disease 
and prohibiting introduction of cutilc from certain portions of Quenislatid, laid on Table, 409 

TuuEEcm.osis in Man and Cattle: —
Memorandum by the President of the Board of Health, laid on Table, 409 , ..

STOCK MORTGAGES (See '‘LIENS ON WOOL AND MORTGAGES ON STOCK AND STA
TIONS BILL>J).

STRATH FIELD RAILWAY CROSSING BILL: —
Message from Council, 440; Motion made (ilfr. Reid) for Commiltfc ot the Whole, 448; House 

in Committee, r.-solution agreed to, 459; Bill presented and read 1°, 499.
STOCKTON COLLIERY (See “ MINING 
STOCKTON GRAVING-DOCK (LEASING) BILL:—

Motion made (Mr. Carrtdhen) for loarc to bring in, amendment moved (Mr. MHUr) to omit 
words and withdrawn, motion passed, Bill presented and read l4, 442 ; rend 2C, committed, 
reported witliout amendment, report adopted, read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 483-4; 
reuirnrd without amendment, 518.

Precis of Fads relating to, laid on Table, 443.
STONEQUARKY CHEEK (See “ BRIDGES”).
SUGAR DRAWBACKS (See “Cl'SIOMS (SUGARDRAWBACKS) BILL”).
SUGAR INDUSTRY-—

Motion made (Mr. McFuriane) in f.,vour of Roy ul Commmission to inquire into, in the North 
_ Coast Districts, and Debate atljourned, 357 ; Order of the Day postponed, 410, 4.17,

Pelttion prcicnted (Mr. McFariane) from Clarence River Farmers, Producers and Commercial
Union in favour of Royal Commission to inquire into conditions of, Ac., 42G ......................... I -j

Peldion presented (Mr. Pyers) from Farmers, North Coast District*, against removal of Duties,i {
SUNDAY CLOSING’OE SHOPS:—........................................................................................................  ^

Aflj°l,rnlne,lt moved (Mr. Hughes) in reference to action of Police Department, and ueimtivcd, 211 
SUNDAY TRADING (See also “LICENSING”). > 0 >
____ Adjournment moved {Mr. Copeland) in reference to, and ruled out of order, 519.
SDNDAY TRADING BILL— ’

Motion made (Mr. Copefami) for Committco of the Whole, 357; Order of the Day postponed 
456; Motion, That House go into Committee, negatived, 511.

SUNNY CORNER (Seo “MINING").
SUPERANNUATION FUND (Sec “CIVIL SERVICE”).
SUPPLY:— '

Motion niadc (Mr. Reid) for Ilousa to go into Committee, 12.
House in Committee, (Financial Statement) 19, 32, 36, 354, 378, 403, 420, 428, 448, 460, 498. 
Resolutions reported, 36, 35!, 378, 428 (lw), 461 fT). 493.
Resolutions agreed to, 37, 354, 378, 432 (l01), 4S3 p), 498.
Point of Order reported from Cominiltee, 403.
Order of the Day postponed, 473. ■

SUPREME COURT:—
Rule in Equitable Jurisdiction, laid on Table, 146.
Rule m Divorce Jurisdiction, hud on Table, 185.

Salaries op Judges—Coktikoencirs Vote tor Attorney-Gskkjial’s Departmext : —
Minute of Incentive Council, authorizing transfer of vote from one head of service to an other, laid 

on Table, 163.
SUPREME COURT APPEALS PRACTICE BILL:—

Motion made (Mr. CricF) for leave to proceed with, under the 295th Standing Order, 123 ; Order 
of the Day postponed, 243.

SWIFT, THE LATli S. M.: —
Motion made (Mr. Hughes) for Select Committee to inquire into all»gcd Evasion of Probate Dutv 

in Estate of, 309. ^ o a
SYDNEY (See “PILOT SERVICE”)
STDNEY CRICKET GROUND :—
cvtvmvv for year ended 30th September, 1896, laid on Table, 300.
SIDNEY AND NORTH SYDNEY BRIDGE AND TRAMWAY BILL :—

Petition present ed (Jfr E. M. Clari) for leave to proceed wit ii, under 409th Standing Order,10- 
Order of the Day postponed, 43, 84,155, 177, 190, 211, 242, 206, SCO, 331; Motion made for 
2 , and ucgnhvcd, Order of the Daj discharged, Bill withdrawn. 347.

SYDNEY GRAMMAR SCHOOL:-
Report for 1896, laid on Table. 190 .

SYDNEY HOSPITAL ACT OF 1881:- ....................................................................................................
Bv-laws, laid on Table, 24, 35.

SYDNEY WATER SUPPLY CONDUIT ADDITIONAL WORKS BILL
Motion made (Mr. 1 or:no) for Committee of the Whole, 442; Message from Governor, 417; 

House in Committee, resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 448; read 2°, com
mitted, reported without amendment, report adopted, 459; read 3°, passed, and sent to 
Council, 472; returned without amendment, 496.

1269
1305

471

1261

1263

185

T
TAMWORTH (See “WATER SUPPLY").
TAMWORTH TO MANILLA RAILWAY BILL:—

Assent to (Session 1896) reported, 2.
TAPIO LEASEHOLD AREA (See 1 CROWN LANDS").
TARIFF PROVISIONS OF CUSTOMS DUTIES ACT OF 1861

Adjournment moved (Mr. Lyne), to call attention to effect of, and negatived, 162. 
TARKE (See “RAILWAYS").
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TAXATION (Sea “LAND AND INCOME TAXES” ; also " LAND AND INCOME TAX ASSESS- 
AfENT ACT OF 1805”; also “LAND AND INCOME TAX (AMENDMENT) DILL.” 

TECHNOLOGICAL MUSEUM
Motion mado (Mr. Jiavi'Lr) for returns in reference to stuff, 441; Itetuvn to Order, laid on 

Table, 45G.
TELEGRAPHS ;—

AY a st Wyamso-:—
Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, for Post and Telegraph Offices, 

laid on Table, 17.
Er.ECTKio Teleoeai’il Acr :—

Amended Regulations and Rates under, laid on Table, 24.
Emfloymekt op MnsspNOEits in the Depabtmknt:—

Regulation under Public Service Act of 1805, laid on Table, 25.
Uorj.AitiEDABlti : —

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Woiks Act, for Post and Telegraph Offices, laid 
on Table, 215. ,

New Telegram Code —
Adjournment moved {Mr. Sts) in reference to unsatisfactory working of, mid negatived, 32 f. 

Drake.— _
Notifieat'on of resumption of land, un ler the Public Works Act, for Post and Telegnpb Office, 

laid on Tabic, 377.
South Mchwilltmiiaii and Muinvn.LCMn.ui — _

Rides for Messages between, and nil Stations in Quccnsl-nd, laid on Table, 4Ut. ■
TELEPHONES

Tcnubl in Pitt-stheet, Svdxt.v i
Motion made (Mr. Tji/ne) for papers, 149. I

Construction of Tunssis, Sydney:— _ _
Motion made (Afr, /.i/ne) for Selcet Committee, 171; leave given io mate visits of inspection, 197; 1

Progress Report brought, up, 512............................................................................................................
Petition presented from George McCredie, fur leave to appear before Select Committee, 241 ....... \
Petition presented from Artlun* Latimer MeCredio, for leave to appear before Selcet Committee, j

219 ......................................................................................................................................................j
Messages between Post Officii and Railway Station, Gunnedah :—

Notification of Rates, laid on Table, 440.
TELLERS (Sec "NO TELLERS”).
TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OE COMMITTEES 

Appointed by Mr. Speaker, 7.
TEMPORARY LABOURERS AND -WATCHMEN

Motion made (Mr. Neild) for Return of, employed on Publ'C Wburres, Sjdi ey, 295; Retain to 
Order, laid on Table, Ml. I

TEMPORARY OFFICERS (See ■‘CIVIL SERVICE”). '
THE ROCK (See “RAILWAYS”).
THE TROPES (See “CROWN LANDS'’).
TICK (See "STOCK”).
TILS.E, FREDERICK WILLIAM (See “CROWN LANDS”).
TIMRERRYBL'NGAN (See “CROWN LANDS”).
TONNAGE DUES (See “ WHARFAGE RATES AND TONNAGE DUES ACT”).
TONNAGE RATES BILL:—

Message from Governor, 32 ; Motion made (Mr. TfraiHer), for Committee of the Whole, 100; 
House in Committee, resolution agreed to, Bill presented anil read 1°, 104; Ordcrof the Day 
postponed, 450, 492.

TOORALE RESUMED AREA (Sic “CROWN LANDS”).
TOOTH & CO., MESSRS.:-

Return to Order (Session 1S9G1, laid on Table, 43 ......................................................................... .............
TOTALIZATOR BILL'

Motion made (Mr. Sleailt) for leave to bring in, presented and rend 1°, 51 ■ Order of tho Day 
postponed, 59 ; Mr. Sleath proceeding to more 2°, Point of Order, That Bill required a 
preliminary Message, ruled against by Mr. Speaker: Point of Order, That Bill was beyond 
Order of Leave, ruled against by Mr. Speaker; Motion mado (Mr. SlentJi) for 2°, amendment 
moved (Mr. Crick) to refer to Select Committee, and agreed to, 190-1.

TOTE AND BETTING SHOPS :— ’
Adjournment moved (Mr. McEihone) in reference to increase of, mid negatived, 2(5.

TRADE MARKS (See “INTERNATIONAL PATENTS AND TRADE MARKS ARRANGE
MENTS BILL”).

TRAMWAYS (Sco also “SYDNEY AND NORTH SYDNEY BRIDGE AND TRAMWAY BILL”; 
also “ CO-OPERATIVE COLLIERY TRAMWAY BILL”):—

Report of Commissioners for year 1899-7, laid on Table, 279................................................................... ^
Report of the Railway Commissioners on Railways and, for quarter ended December, 1S96, laid

on Table, 25 ...................................................................................................................................................
Report.ol the Railway Commissioners on Railways and, for quarter endid Slat March, 1S97, laid

on Table, 25................................................................... ..................................... .......... ...................... .—
Report of Railway Commistioncrs on Railways and, for quarter ended June, 1897, laid on Table, •

219.....................................................................'................................................................................................
Report of the Railway Commissioners on Railways and, for quarter ended September, 1897, laid

on Table, 392............................................................................................................................ ....................
Sydney and Subueban:—

Return showing distances between various points, laid on Tabic, 06.......................................................
Feee Passes to certain Lauies ox Trams and Thaws :—

Adjournment moved (Mr. Haynes) in rofemieo to abuse of the provisions of the Railway Act, 
and negatived, 229.

University Students —

J

Adjournment, moved (Mr. Schei/) in reference to, travelling free of charge, and negatived, 285. 
Ebjiovat, of John Kino, Tram-giia-hd ■ —

Motion made (Mr. ITogite,) for papers relating to removal of, 310.
TRANSFER OF EMMAVILLE, DEEPWATER, AND THE NINE-MILE FROM THE POLICE 

DISTRICT OF GLEN INNE3 TO TENTERF1ELD :—
Motion made (Mr. JFWg/i/) for papers in reference to proposal, 399 ; Return to Opder, l;ud on 

Table, 491, ‘ '
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TRAVELLING EXPENSES (See " CIVIL SERVICE”)
Amended Regulation, undei- the I’ublic Service Act of 1895, Said on Table, 25 2a(!. 

TREASURER’S ADVANCE ACCOUNT (Seo “ EINANCE '
TREASURY DEPARTMENT;— .

Minutes of Executive Council, transferring amounts from two heads of Service to supplement the 
Vote for another Service, 7 ............................

TRUCK BILL — ’ .............................................................................
Message from Governor, 174.: Motion made (.J/r. Garrard) fo-i Committee of the Whole, 178;

_ House in Committee, resolution agreed to, 191; Order of the Day postponed, ‘tut), 492. ’
Petition presented from the Manning Electorate in favour of passing a Bill preventing mill- h

owners paying their labourers in goods instead of mouev, 11 ............................................ °.......  |
Petition presented Iroin the Hastings River District, in favour of passing a Rill preventing mill-

owners paying their labourers in goods instead of money, 155, 181 ............................................ t
Petition presented from certain women residents of Camden Daren, in favour of passing a Bili i1

preventing mill-owners from paying their labourers in goods instead of money, U41 ............... j
Petition presented from residents of Kendall, Camden Haven, in favour of bringing timber-getters

under the protection of, and in favour of passing, :>52 ......... i
TRUNDLE DAM (See “ CROWN LANDS ..................................  J
TRUST MONEYS DEPOSIT ACCOUNT:—

Statement of, from 1st April, 189(i, to 31st March, 1897, hud on Table, 25 ..
TRUST PROPERTY (AMENDMENT) BILL:- .................................

Motion made (.!/>. Gould) for leave to bring in, presented, and read 1°, 403 ; read 2“, committed, 
reported without amendment, report adopted, 450 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 45S; 
returned without, amendment, 496.

TRUSTS (See “PUBLIC TRUSTS BILL”).
TRUSTEE (See “PUBLIC TRUSTEE”).
TUBERCULOSIS :—

Memorandum by the President of the Board of Health on prevention of in man and cattle, laid, 
on 'Table, 409

TUNNEL-ROADWAY (See “ CfTY AND NORTH SYDNli? TUXNKL-KOADWAY RJ LL-'t 
IWEED RIVER (See “HINDOOS” : also " HAR HOURS ”).(See “HINDOOS 
J’YAGARAH (See '‘RAILWAYS''). 
TYPHOID EEVBR : —

Return respecting, in Sydney and suburbs, from 1S7C to 1893, am] certain particulars rcspcetirg 
other infectious diseases, vis,, Measles, Scarlet Ecier, and Diphtheria, laid ou Table, 31G.......

2

2

7

7
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1321,1320 

1325 

1321
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u
ULUMBARELLA LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS”).
UNEMPLOYED (Seo also ,' SOCIAL CONDITION OP THE WORKING CLASSES ”)

Return respecting employment of, laid on Table, 126 ................................................................................
Motion made (Mr. Se&etf) for appointment of Royal Commission to inquire into methods of 

different nations in dealing with the pauper and tramp classes, and to report on the most 
suitable method of alleviating the distress, and amendment moved (Mr. Garrard) in favour 
of Select Committee, and House counted out, 127.

Motion made (Mr. Affleck) for returns of particulars of expenditure, 147 : Return to Order hiid
on Table, 331 ..................................................................................................................... ’

Correspondence respecting a scheme for temporary employment, submitted by Mr. Charles 
O’Nciil, M.I.C.E , during 1894-5, laid on Table 190 , ... "

UNIFORMS (“See “CIVIL SERVICE”). ....................................
UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY:—
, Report for 1896, laid on Table, 24 ...................................................... ...........................................  .............

By-laws, laid on Table, 13t. „ 1 " ..............
Adjournment moved (Mr. Schey) in reference to students travelling free on tramways, and 

negatived, 285,
URGENCY i—

Motion passed to take business as matter of, 36, 237, 25G, 301,457.
Motion to take business as matter of, negatived, 308, 471.
Standing Orders suspended, 3G-7, 257, 302, 427
Motion to suspend Standing Orders interrupted by Government Business taking precedence at 8 

o'clock, 458.
Business interrupted to report Message from Council, 118.

USHER (See “BLACK ROD ’).
USURY LIMITATION BILL —

Motion made (itfr. McFarlane) for leave to proceed with, under the 295th Standing Order, 60- 
Order of the Day postponed, 220 ; no report from CoramiUee of the Whole, 342. ‘ ’

7

7

3

1071

1069

1067

175

V
VACCINATION :—

Report for year 1893, laid on Table, 324 ................................
VAUGHAN, SENIOR-SERGEANT (See “POLICE”) ................................................................................
VEGETATION DISEASES BILL:—

Motion made (i!fr. Sydney Smith) for Message to Council to proceed with, under the 295th 
Standing Order, 115 ; returned from Counpil with amendments, 510: Council’s amendments 
agreed to, 523. "
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V
VERNON, W. L., Esq., F.E.I.B.A., GOVERNMENT ARCHITECT

Report in connection with hia recent visit to the United Kingdom and the Continent of Euro™
laid on Table, 419 ........................ r '

VINCENT, GEORGE (Seo “CROWN LANDS”)................................................................ .............................
VITAL STATISTICS (See "STATISTICS”)
VOLUNTEER FORCE REGULATION ACT OF 1SG7 

Amended Regulation, laid On Table, 23 381 
VOTE OF CENSURE-LUCKNOW STRIKE '

Motion imide (Mr. Lyne) that notion of Government with reforoneo to Lnetnow strike amounts to 
■ 11 maladministration of justice, and Debate adjourned, to take precedence. 383; Debate 

resumed and motion negatived, 385. -
VOTE OF CREDIT

Messages from Governor, 16, 371.

w
WAGES (See "ATTACHMENT OF WAGES ABOLITION BILL”)
WAKELY, MR. J. ,T. B. (See " CIVIL SERVICE”).
WALCHA (See "ROADS”),
WALDRON’S SELECTION (See “GROWN LANDS”)
WALLSEND COLLIERY:— ' '

Motion made (Mr. Watkins) for Reports of Government Inspectors during the present vear, 177 
Return to Order laid on Table, 219 K ’

WARRANT (See'• SPEAKER”). .................................................................................
WARREN (See “RAILWAYS”). .
WATER RIGHTS ACT OF 1896:—

Regulations and Forms, laid on Table, 17, 43.
WATER SUPPLY (See “ CROWN LANDS”; also “ COUNTRY TOWNS WATER AND SEWER

.?l90‘1'H?^™flPISTRIC1’ WATER sewerage ACT AMEND 
; HUNTER DISTRICT' WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGI

BOARD ; also COUNTRY TOWNS WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE ACT” 
a!so “CAMPBELLTOWN RESERVOIR ACTS REPEAL BILL”- alao “SYDNEY 
WATER SUPPLY CONDUIT ADDITIONAL WORKS BILL”) — ’

Methopolitax Boaiui :—
NinGi Report, for 1896-7, laid on Table, 491................................. .................... ,
Report of Royal Commission to inquire into management of, laid on Table 356 ...................

Pabkes:— ............ ................
Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Aet, laid on Table, 17 (=). 123 

Cocklk Cheek Sulmiidk Works:— '
Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, laid on Table 17 

Tamworth
Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 75.

Central anh Western Divisions :—
Adjournment moved (Mr. Carroll), in reference to failuro of Government to make adequate 

provision, and negatived, 170.
Duplicate Main prom Prospect to Potts’- Hill :—

Report from Public Works Committee, laid on Table, 190......................................................................
Motion made (Mr. Yottng) that work be carried out, 420. ..........................

Yass :—
Report on Weir anrosa Yass Kivor, laid on Table, 85 ... ..

Water Conservation Department ................................. *................................
Motion made (Mr. Affleck) for return showing cost of, and works carried out bv 309 

Condobolin:— ■’ '
Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, laid on Tabic 331.

Prospects of Irrigation and Water Conservation:— ' '
WAYSIAND MEANS—h Fl'lnS, b,V Cal0n01 r‘ J' Hoine’ C,S'1” •a'R’laid on 1,abia’ ....................

Motion made (Mr. Retd) for House to go into Committee, 12.
House in Committee, 37, ('Financial Statement) 354, 364 (=), 368, 378, 379, 393 432 463 498 
Resolutions reported, 37, 379, (Taxation) 393 (*), 432 (*), (Taxation) 463 (»), 498 ' ’ ’
Resolutions agreed to, 37, 379, {Taxation) 395 (3), 432 P), (Taxation) 465 (*), 498.
Order of the Day postponed, 19, 473, 448.
Estimates for 1897-8, laid on Table. 354

WEIRS:— ......................................................................................................
Middle Billabong:—

Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, for IaxA, laid on Tabic 17 
River Darling, at Boueke ’

Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, laid on Table, 17.
River Darling, brtwkkn Bourkm and Wilcannia :—

Molion made (Mr. Young) to refer works to Public Works Committee. 522.
Macquarie River ■— ’

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 71 
Water Supply for Yass

Report on, kid on Table, 185 ...................................................................
WlLLANDRA :— ............................................................................................................."

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 196.
Water Conservation Branch of Works Department:_

Adjournment moved (Mr. Carroll) in reference to malting of dams and, Point of Order That

11 Mr'm'

WEST MANDAMAH LEASEHOLD AREA (See “ CROWN LANDS ”)
WESTERN DIVISION (Sec “WATER SUPPLY’’)
WHALING ROAD, NORTH SYDNEY (See "ROADS”).
WHARFAGE RATES AND TONNAGE DUES ACT:—

Motion made (.Wr. Hay nee) for papers and reports during year 1895, 295,
466—H
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WHARVES (See also “ WHARFAGE RATES AND TONNAGE DUES AOT ”J 
Greenhidoe, Richmond River :—

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Worts Act, laid on Table, 17.
Buno-wat.l :—

Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Wirlcs Act, laid on Table, 24.
Pcblic, Sydney :—

Motion made (Mr. Nr.iid) for return in reference to temporary labourers and watchmen 
employed, 295.; Return to Order, laid on Table, 331.

WHITE’S CREEK (See “DRAINAGE”).
WIDOWS AND ORPHANS (See “ CLERGY WIDOWS AND ORPHANS FUND (SYDNEY 

DIOCESE) TRUSTEES BILL”).
WELBENDUNGAH (See "CROWN LANDS.”)
WILD, JOHN (See “MINING ”).
WILLOUGHBY FALLS CREEK (See " DRAINAGE ”). ‘
WILLS, PROBATE, AND ADMINISTRATION BILL

Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion (Mr. Q-uuld), read 1°, 401; Order of the Day

Aoned, 453, 492.
T (See "FIRE BRIGADES”; also “HARBOURS”).

WOMEN’S FRANCHISE
Petition presented from residents of New South Wales in favour of, 45G, 491..................................... 1

WOMENS FRANCHISE BILL
Motion made (Mr. Fegan) for leave to bring in, 284; presented and read 1°, 300.

WOODS i'. COLLINS (See "MINING.”)
WOOLABRA (See “RAILWAYS”). '
WOOL (Sec “ LIENS ON WOOL AND MORTGAGES ON STOCK AND STATIONS BILL”). 
WORKING CLASSES (See “SOCIAL CONDITION OF THE WORKING CLASSES"). 
WYALONG, WEST (See “POSTAL”; also “TELEGRAPHS ”).
WILBERFORCE PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHER (SEE CIVIL SERVICE).

869, 871

Y
YANGA STATION ("See “CROWN LANDS”).

z
ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS

Motion made (Mr. Copeland) iu favour of opening on Sundays, free of charge, and for additional 
grant of £1,900, Amendment moved (Mr, Ashton) to leave out ‘'free of charge,” and 
negatived, Motion passed, 96.
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1897.

Legislative Assembly. 

NEW SOUTH WALES.

NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND
TRAMWAYS.

(ANNUAL REPORT OE THE RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS FOR THE TEAR ENDING SOru JUNE, 1807.)

fliTsentib' Io ^nrsnant Io JUt 51 Uic. ^Io. 35.

Prinied under No. 15 Report from Printing Committer, IP August, 1S07.

Office of the Kailway Commissioners of New South Wa]es;
Sydney, 10th August, 1897.

To the Honorable the Minister or Railways,—

Sir,
In accordance with the provisions of the 45th clause of the Railways 

Act of 1888, 51 Yic. No. 35, we have the honor to present, for the information of 
Parliament, our Annual Report upon the working of the Railways and Tramways 
for the year ending June 30th, 1897.

GENERAL REMARKS.

The result of the year’s working may be briefly summarised as under

Total traffic, Railways and Tramways .................£3,321,437
Total expenditure, Railways and Tramways ... 1,850,099

Balance after paying working expenses ... £1,471,333

making an accumulated increase of £4,021,855 paid into the Treasury during the 
past nine years to meet the interest on capital.

Erom this sum must be deducted £450,000, six. instalments of £75,000 each, 
towards paying off the £1,000,000 vote under Act 53 Vic. No. 24 {Railway Loan 
Redemption Act, 1889), which Act prescribes that a sum of £75,000 shall be paid 
from the Consolidated Revenue Eund to the credit of a special Trust Eund Account 
until a sufficient amount shall have accumulated to pay off and extinguish one 
million pounds of the Pul)lie Debt for Railways, which fell due up to the 31st 
December last; after deducting this amount the Treasury will still have received 
£3,571,855 increased net earnings during the past nine years.

113—A The
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2 NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS,

The following table shows the progress and results of the working of the 
Railways and Tramways for a period of years.

Year.
Open to SO June, TOTAL LARMNOS. NET EAKNISGS A FT ER FAYING 

WORKING EXPENSES. CAPITAL EXPENDED.

Railways.
'

Tmtiw
ways. Total. Railways. Tramways. Total. Railways. Trainwaj's. Tots!. Railways, Tramways. Totnl.

Miles. .Miles Miles. £ £ £ £ £ £ £

i
1

! £ £

1SS2 3,263 22 1,290 1,701,016 126,202 1,827,218 763,661 23,066 786,727 15,843,616 447,940 16,291,556

18S3 1,320 25 1,345 1,931,691 190,699 2,125,303 751,220 11,822 763,042 16,905,014 585,062 17,490,076

13S4 l.OJS 27.V 1,645} 2,089,749 210,012 2,309,691 786,010 4,775 790,785 20,080,138 680,402 20,766,540

1885 1,732 27i 1,759} 2,173,172 223,340 2,101,512 717,555 15,345 732,900 21,831,276 751,730 22,583,006

1886 1,889 29 1,918 2,163,803 230,410 2,394,213 668,577 23,957 692,534 24,071,454 857,483 24,028,937

1887 2,036 33! 2,074} 2,212,718 225,348 2,438,060 752,375 12,893 765,263 26,532,122 923,608 27,455,730
Y«'ar

•■niliris .lo June, 
1888 2,114 38! 2,152} 2,295,124 236,519 2,531,643 704,573 17,323 781,896 27,722,748 877,244 28,599,993

1830 2,171 38 V 2,209}

Kiii

2,538,477

ivay Aetcc

243,563

me into opor

2,732,010

ttion 22nd 0

903,875

:tober, 18

21,728

is.

925,003 29,839,167 909,593 30,743,762

1800 2,182 39 J- 2221} 2,633,086 208,962 2,902,043 067,251 44,889 1,012,140 30,555,123 933,614 31,488,737

1801 2,182 42! 2,224} 2,074,421 292,850 3,267,271 1,143,050 53,171 1,196,221 31,768)617 1,004,212 32,772,829

1892 2,185 4S 2,233 3,107,290 305,090 3,412,386 1,193,014 56,499 1,249,543 33,312,008 1,099,659 34,412,267

1893 2,351 49 2,400 2,927,056 295,367 3,222,423 1,188,540 61,559 1,250,099 34,657,571 1,118,471 35,776,012

3894 2,5014 581 2,550J 2,813,541 278,194 3,091,735 1,221,699 48,911 1,270,610 35,855,271 1,243,985 37,104,257

1805 2,0311 61 2,592} 2,878,204 282,316 3,160,520 1,310,615 51,323 1,361,938 36,611,366 1,428,518 38,0:59,884

1S0G 2,531i 61 2,592} 2,820,417 289,181 3,109,593 1,268,529 52,898 1,321,427 30,352,104 1,434,896 38,287,090

1897 2,639! 621 2 702 3,014,742 306,695 3,331,437 1,413,534 57,814 1,471,338 37,359,205 1,452,670 33,831,875

RAILWAYS.
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RAILWAYS.
During the year to which this 

been opened for traffic:—
Liuc,

Jerilderie to Berrigan ...
Parkes to Bogan Gate ..
Narrabri toklorec ... ..

Deport refers the following extensions have

Mileage, Date handed over,
in. c.

... 21 65 October 14,1896.
... 23 38 December 15,1896.
... 63 10 April 1, 1897.

These arc “ Pioneer” lines of tho character advocated for some years, and 
specially referred to in the Supplementary Deport attached to our Report for the year 
1894-5, the object in view being to afford railway communication over level country 
into districts from which the traffic would not warrant the expenditure necessary to 
provide thoroughly-equipped railway lines. The cost of the “ Pioneer ” lines has 
averaged £2,019 per mile, being a reduction on the cost of the “light line” between 
hiyngan and Cobar—the cheapest line previously constructed in this Colony—of 
£1,691 per mile. The lines arc capable of carrying the ordinary Dolling Stock, 
hauled by a light class of engine, at a speed of from 15 to 20 miles per hour. So 
tar as present experience indicates, they will prove to be all that was anticipated 
"when first recommended, and a continuation of a similar class of lines through 
suitable country in directions judiciously determined will permit of extensions where 
otherwise railway communication could not, with due regard to economy, he provided.

Lines of the “ Pioneer” class are now under construction from Bogan Gate 
to Condobolin and from iS'evertire to Warren. The former is 39 miles 22 chains in 
length, and is expected to be completed in December next; the latter 12 miles 
3 chains, and will probably he opened for traffic within three months.

Purther extensions of this class of line from Berrigan to Finlay and 
Tamworth to Manilla, covering distances of 13 miles 71 chains and 29 miles 62 
chains respectively, will shortly be in course of construction. The cost of the latter 
line will, in consequence of the country being somewhat uneven, and the necessity 
for a comparatively expensive bridge across the Peel Diver, be rather more than 
other lines of the “ Pioneer” class.

The total capital cost of the lines open for traffic stands at £37,369,205. 
The interest on this sum at 3-693 per cent., the average interest payable on the debt 
of the Colony, amounts to £1,380,045.

Debentures have been paid off and moneys provided out of the Consolidated 
Devenuc Fund to-thc extent of £2,600,240. The net result of the year’s transactions, 
after paying all working expenses, is a sum of £1,413,524, thus more than providing 
interest on the whole cost of the lines open for traffic by £33,479.

With regard to the general details of the year’s transactions it may he stated 
that the revenue shows an increase of £194,325. The working expenses have 
increased by £49,330, the net result being an increase of £144,995.

The coacMng traffic shows an increase of £54,774; 2nd class traffic having 
increased by £48,407, and miscellaneous traffic by £8,694, Ernst class traffic shows 
a decrease of £2,327.

For
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For the increased money earned there Mere 1,607,876 additional passenger 
journeys made.

The total revenue derived from Goods shows an increase of £139,551, all 
classes of traffic having contributed, vh.:—General Merchandise, £94,013 ; Wool, 
£21,733; Live Stock, £9,478 ; Minerals, £11*771; Miscellaneous, £1,956.

The train miles run were 8,130,405, being an increase on last year ot 
410,787 miles.

The earnings per train mile arc 7s. 5d., and the net earning 3s. 5-fd., as 
compared with 3s. 3-|d. last year. •

The percentage the working expenses bear to the gross revenue is 53T1.
It is feared that the season of drought through which the Colony has recently 

passed will prevent any large expansion of traffic during the present year; indeed, 
in connection with the -wool and stock traffic, a falling off must be looked for.

EXTENSION OE THE RAILWAY INTO THE CITY.

The proposed extension of the railway into the city is a matter which demands 
some mention in this Report, not with the object of advocating any particular 
route—our view's on that subject having been placed most fully before tho Public 
Works Committee—hut because of the absolute necessity for a decision in the 
matter. The time lias arrived when it must he emphatically stated that the 
passenger business cannot longer he conducted at Redfern with reasonable 
convenience to the public, or without unnecessary risk.

The accommodation is inadequate, and consequently there is, notwithstanding 
the exercise of the utmost care and the use of all modern appliances for safe w'orking, 
an element of danger which would not attach to a terminal station arranged to meet 
traffic requirements.

Eor the daily business the accommodation is below what is required, and for 
holiday or exceptional traffic it is very deficient.

We trust that the question of the extension of the railway into the city will 
he finally dealt with on an early date. .

SAFETY APPLIANCES.

The interlocking of points and signals has been steadily proceeded with.

The fitting of the Goods Stock with the Wostinghouse Quick-acting Freight 
Brake has been continued, the number of vehicles fitted with brakes or pipes during 
the year being 1,576, making a total of 7,799 goods vehicles now provided with this 

great security.o ^ .

Unfortunately we cannot repeat our report of last year as to the entire 
freedom from passenger-train accidents.

On the 1st February there was a collision in Redfern yard, between an 
incoming and an outgoing train, the driver of the latter train having started while 
the signals were at danger. Roth trains were at the time moving slowly, the out
going train having only just left the platform. Sixteen passengers were injured, 
but none seriously. ’
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In our lust Annual Report we mentioned that in consequence of the 
exorbitant claims made in connection with the accident which occurred on the 31st 
October, 1894, it had been deemed necessary to ask the Government to introduce a 
Bill into Parliament limiting the liability on account of accidents to a maximum of 

£2,000, and this has since become law.

RATES.
Much-needed relief, in consequence of the recent disastrous drought, has been 

given to stock-owners. “ Starving Stock” rates were introduced, to have olfect during 
proclaimed periods, by which stock coming within that designation could be removed, 
at a reduction of 50 per cent, on the ordinary stock rates, from the drought-stricken 
districts to districts where feed and water could be obtained. A reduction of 25 per 
cent, was also provided in cases of starving stock sent to boiling-down establish
ments, and a similar reduction was made in the freight of fodder for starving stock.

A number of reductions have recently been notified, the most important being 
a considerable reduction in tho wool rates, amounting to an estimated value of 

£18,500 per annum.

In the Coaching Rate Book recently published several alterations and reduc
tions were made in the fares within the Metropolitan Suburban Area, embraced in 

a radius of 22 miles from Sydney.

A reduced scale of fares was adopted for the districts situated between Sydney 
and Campbelltown, Penrith, Windsor, Berowra, and Stanwcll Park.

Provision has also been made to apply the lower scale of fares charged in the 
Metropolitan Suburban Area to the Newcastle Suburban Area, extending to West 
Maitland, Morpeth, and Awaba. .

Other alterations of a less important character have been given effect to, and 
it is estimated that the whole will amount to a reduction in fares to the extent of 
£10,000 per annum.

The result of the alterations in fares and rates (exclusive of the temporary 
“ Starving Stock ” rates), will, it is estimated, represent a reduction of £30,000 per 

annum.

Return of Ton Mileage for Year ending 31st December, 1596.

Total
Tons carried.

' Averuee Earnings, exclusive 
of

Terminal Charges.

Earnings
Tereemage

of
Description of Traffic. Total Miles cntried.l Miles per

1 Ton.
! I

per ton 
nor Mile.
 

efteh class 
to

Tobd Tonnage.

tons
1 ^
1 miles miles £ D. per cent.

Coal ... ... ... 2,573,500 ! 44,966,523 17'47 118.958 ‘63 61-66
Firewood ... ... 191.205 1 5,038,080 2635 17,981 '86 458
Grain, Flour, &c. ... 264,510 ■ 37,311,499 141-05 89,722 ’58 634
Hay, Straw, and Chaff... 87,577 , 15.947,501 182'09 26,807 *40 2-09
A Cbiss and Miscellaneous* 203,171 19,507,598 06'54 73,293 *90 7-02
Wool ........................... 110.844 , 30,077,117 271-34 295,665 2'35 266
Live Stock ............... 168,472 , 45,284,146 268-79 322,089 r7i 4<'04
All other Goods ...| 4SA505 i 57,489,468 118-60 606,628 2’53 11-61

Total ............... 4,173,880 j 255,621,932 61-24 1,551,143 r46 100-00

* Miscellaneous traffic consials of timber, limCj manures, fruit, vegetable*1, hides, tobacco leaf, bricks, greve),
drain-pipes, and traffic of’a similar nature.
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Ihe following table will show the extent to which the rates have been 
reduced since 1879

Retubn showing Mileage per Ton and Earnings per Ton per Mile of Goods Traffic carried during 

the years ending 31st December, 1879, 1883, 1891,1894, and 1896.

COAL AND SHALE.
1-------------------------- —_____________________ .

firewood.

1 1879,
1 1883, 1891. 1894. 1896. 1879, 1883. | 1891.

1854. 1896.

Tons earned ::i......... 1,030,009 1,596,408 2,673,378 2,440,389 2,573,500 112,171 160,662

1

176,790 188,416 191,205
Miles carried............. 14,212,(132 25,363,800 40,882,655 35,154,389 44,900,523 3,009,030 4,349,344 4,734,019 5,155,475 5,038,080
Average miles per ton...... 13-08 15-88 17;53 14-41 17-47 20-82 27-07 20-77 27 30 20-35
Gross Earnings ............ £ 48,394 85,820 148,299 105,228 118,058 12,977 18,601 21,709 18,185 17,981

a. a. a. a. a. a. a. A. a. a.
Earnings per ton per mile- .0-82 0'8i 076 072 0*63 1*04 ('03 no 0*85 0*86

GRAIN AND FLOUR. HAY, STRAW, AND CHAFF.

1879. 1883. 1801. 1894. 1896. 1879, 1883. 1891. 18S4. 1896.

Tods carried . . 36,249 65,736 198,491 241,609 ' 204,516 22,467 35,119 04,967 83,819 87,577
Miles carried................ 3,611,407 7,756,369 22,130,334 37,311,499 743,679 2,712,396 10,024,149 13,091,095 15,947,501
Average miles per ton 99-63 117-99 111-49 150-00 141-05 33-10 77-23 154-29 103-35 182 09
Gross Earnings ..............£ 15,526 26,493 61,521 02,284 89,722 4,579 11,739 19,797 24,302 26,807

a. a. a. a. a. a. a. d. a. a.
Earnings per ton per mile -- ros 0‘82 0-66 0’61 0*58 1*48 104 0*46 0*43 0*40

WOOL. LIVE stock.

1879. 1883. 1391, 1894. 1696. 1879. 1383. 1891, 1894. 1896.

Tons carried .................. 31,773 03,887 111,797 124,102 110,8-44 27,805; 08,059 128,211 153,082 168,472
Miles carried..................... 5,283,838 15,184,040 30,282,222 34,882,444 30,077,117 3,726,176 13,224,154 34,650,831 37,481,715 15,284,146
Average miles per tort. • 106-30 237-67 270-86 281-08 271-34 134-01 194-30 270-26 244-84 268-79
Gross EorniD^H ............  I1 53,932 140,791 314,151 351,450 295,065 44,336 151,557 267,661 302,419 322,089

a. d. a. a. a. a. d. d. a. a.
Earnings per ton per mile-- 2‘45 2'23 2'49 2*44 2*35 2*86 2*75 1*85 1*94 1*71

General Merchandise, and Traffic not included 
in other yroujia.

1879. 1833. 1891. 1894. 1896.

Tons carried...................

Miles carried........
777,076

70,997,066
Average miles |>er ton ,

* jToQ-

Gross Earnines.......... t. ona
109'd8 99-01

Earnings per ton per mile................................................ .
a.

9‘Qfi
d. d.

o'lri
a.

079,^21

a.
£ IO £ 12

Note.—1 he traffic carried on departmental account has been deducted from the figures throughout, so as to giro a fair comparison.
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OPENING OE NEW LINES AND THEIR DEFECT UPON THE TRAEEIC.

The following statement shows the earnings and expenses in connection with a number of 
outlying lines in the Colony for the year ending the 31st December, 1S96.

Line. Length. Capital Cost Interest

Working EipenseB. Total Earnings.
Loss after providing 

for Working Expenses 
and Interest.

on Capital. Yenr
ending

Dcof-iJiberf
1896.

Year
ending

December,
18EI3.

Year
ending

December,
1858.

Yenr
ending

December,
1805.

Year
ending

December,
1896.

Year
ending

December,
1895.

Mis. eh. £ £ £ £ £ 1 sC £ £

Narrandcra to Jerilderie ... 424.234 14,818 7,957 8.258 10,794 14,526 12,011 10,701

Jimee to Hay ............... 167 35} 1,045,265 41,811 33,891 35,534 67,208 77,570 8,494
Profit

293

Wallcrawang to Mudgeo ... So 6 1,043,238 40,175 20,251 20,385 33,187 32,244 27,242 29,704

Cootamuudra to Gundagai.. 33 ioi 267,115 9,314 5,615 5,572 8,761 8,827 G,1GS 5,628

Goulburn to Cooma ... 130 40 1,462,253 51,179 25,464 22,915 29,118 30,636 47,525 43,453

Murrumburrah to Blayney.. 110 63 1,142,622 39,992 32,667 31,475 30,487 30,602 42,172 40,855

Orange to Molong, Parkes, 
and Eorbcs ... ... 95 49 716,154 25,066 18,569 18,215 41,473 37,343 2,162 5,881

Blaclctown to Richmond 16 12 196,168 8,232 8,743 8,953 11,719 11,560 5,256 6,091

Tamworth to Amidnle ... 76 76 1,214,546 47,752 24,578 22,261 38,123 35,936 34,207 34,907

Armiualc to Jennings ... 132 42J 1,539,916 60,955 33,891 33,901 32,027 30,173 62,819 64,683

Hornsby to Milson’s Point 13 27i 600,649 21,115 12,927 12,970 19,321 14,189 14,721 20,184

Sydney to Kiama ... ... 71 521 2,13-4,750 75,277 104,883 99,474 146,251 133,661 33,909 42,204

Kiamu to Nowra............... 22 43-5 380,457 13,320 5,132 5,266 6,478 5,939 11,974 12,634

Lismore to Murwillumbah G3 57 918,512 32,187 5,179 5,765 9,214 5,919 28,152 32,018

Sydenham to Belmore ... 5 35 201,730 7,203 4,643 4,139 3,727 3,263 8,119 7,518

Culcairn to Corowa ... 47 39 232,504 8,173 3,485 3,608 4,540 3,909 7,US 7,925

Nyngan to Cobar ... ... SI 27-} 324,0-14 11,410 10,436 7,255 18,961 16,614 2,835 2,184

Cootamundra to Tcmora ... 38 69 192,495 7,149 5,044 5,102 10,034 9,637 2,159 3,137

1,257 24 14,086,682 515,158 363,858 351,048 521,423 502,548 357,093 369,414

The
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The foregoing Return shows an improvement upon that published in our 
Report for last year, notwithstanding that the line from Junee to Hay has to be 
again included in the non-paying list, with a deficiency of £S,49d. J:1or the previous 
year it returned a small profit, largely consequent upon the exceptional stock traffic. 
Narrandera to Jerilderie has also receded through a falling off in the live stock traffic. 
Other lines show a backward tendency; but generally an improved result is shown.

The Orange to Molong-Parkes and Porbes Line continues to improve. There 
is also an appreciable improvement in the Hornsby to Milson’s Point and Sydney to 
Kiama Lines, the annual loss on both is, however, still considerable.

With regard to pioneer lines—Jerilderie to Berrigan, Parkes to Bogan Gate, 
and Narrabri to Morce—opened quite recently, the former shows a slight loss, but 
there is reason to anticipate an improvement. The two latter lines, however, 
indicate a good prospect, more particularly the Narrabri-Morcc Line.

Accommodation rou, the Thaitic and Condition of Lines and

Rolling-stock.

The Passenger and Goods Stock is in good order, and has been increased.

Second-class Lavatory Carriages for the long-distance trains have been 
introduced.

Corridor Cars, to run on the Southern Express, are approaching completion 
in the Railway shops at Evclcigh, and will be placed in traffic in October.

In tbe renewal and repairs of engines, carriages, and wagons the expenditure 
this year lias exceeded that of last year by the sum of £36,829.

The locomotive repairs have been extensive, 218 engines having received 
heavy repairs.

The existing shop facilities for dealing with the large locomotives which have 
been and will continue to be introduced arc insufficient, and it will be necessary at 
no distant date to expend a considerable sum in the enlargement of the shops and 
providing suitable machinery.

The Permanent-way has been maintained in a satisfactory condition.

Various works were authorised, during recent inspections, to meet the altered 
traffic requirements, including the extension of numerous crossing loops, necessary 
for the accommodation of the longer goods trains now being hauled Consequent upon 
the reduced gradients and the use of more powerful engines.

67
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67 miles 51 chains of line wore completely rclaid, rerailed, or resleepered; 
68 miles 73 chains of fencing were renewed, as against 501- miles 32 chains and 32 
miles 51 chains respectively last year.

The "VYagga Wagga viaduct—a timber structure—is being renewed in steel. 
This is an extensive work, and it will be gradually completed, and the whole cost 
charged to "Working Expenses.

Many works fairly chargeable to Capital have been carried out and debited to 
Working Expenses, and a large proportion of the station buildings have been 
repainted and put in perfect order.

Ihpkovement or Grades and Curves.

This work lias been pressed forward on the Main Western Lino over the Blue 
Mountains, and the flattening of the exceptionally sharp curves has added much to 
tho comfort of tho travelling public.

Deviations of the line betw-ecn Katoomba and Mount Victoria, and at 
Dargan’s Creek, between Bell and Clarence, have been made for the purpose of 
obtaining better grades and easing the curves.

The result of these deviations, as anticipated, has been productive of great 
benefit in working the goods traffic, and also the coaching service, when the passenger 
trains have been heavy; hut tho maximum advantage will not he realized until the 
difficulty attending the working of the Zig Zag is removed.

Important deviations for the more expeditious and economical working of 
the traffic have also been made in the Main Western Line between Wellington and 
Dubbo.

On the Southern Line the steep grades between Hill Top and Mittagong, and 
Moss Vale and Goulburn, have been considerably reduced by deviations of the line.

The extent of the work iu connection with the deviations referred to will he 
fully understood when it is stated that 35 miles of new line were constructed, andv
the effect of the grade improvements, together with the introduction of more powerful 
engines, is graphically illustrated by the attached diagrams.

The reports of the Chief Mechanical Engineer and Engincer-in-Chief for 
Existing Lines will he found on pages 15 and 17.

Appendices are attached giving full information regarding the traffic expenses, 
&c., &e.

113—B
RESULTS
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RESULTS OE THE WORKING.

RAILWAYS.

Tear ending 30 June, 1897, compared with 1896 and 1888.

Particulars. 1897. 1896. 1888.

Total spent in construction and equipment ............... £37,369,205 £36,852,194 £27,722,748

Total Debentures finally paid off....................................... £1,GOG,675 £1,288,646 £1,017,875

Total cost per mile open for traffic (including Workshops, 
Eolling Stock, &c., &e.)

£14,157 £14,559 £13,114

Total mileage open for traffic ....................................... 2,639| 2,53H 2,114

Average miles opened for the year....................................... 2,575f 2,531* 2,044

Gross revenue ................................................... ' ... £3,014,742 £2,820,417 £2,295,124

Working expenses ... ... ,,, ... ... .. £1,001,218 £1,551,888 £1,530,551

NET PROFIT ON WORKING .........................
(After paying Working Expenses).

£1,413,524 £1,268,529 £764,573

PERCENTAGE OF WORKING EXPENSES TO 
REVENUE .......................................................... SS'll 55’02 66-69

Earnings per average mile open ... ... ... ... £1,171 £1,114 £1,123

Working expenses per average mile open ... ... ... £622 £613 £749

NET RETURN PER AVERAGE MILE OPEN ... £549 £501 £374

Gross earnings per train mile ... ...........................
s. d.
7 5

ft. cl,
7

s. d.
6 10*

Working expenses per train mile........................... ... 3 1H 4 0* 4 7

NET PROFIT PER TRAIN MILE.........................
(After paying Working Expenses).

3 5* 3 31 2 31

PERCENTAGE OF PROFIT TO CAPITAL 
INVESTED ............................................................

£ s. d.

3 15 II

£ s. d.

3 8 10

£ s. d.

2 17 O

Number of passenger journeys ... ... ... ... 22,672,924 21,005,048 15,174,115

Goods tonnage ... ... ' ... ... ... 4,375,584 3,778,731 3,331,671

Live-stock tonnage ... ... ... ... ... ... 191,457 174,844 68,101

Train mileage.................................................. ; ............... 8,130,405 7,719,618 0,689,313

TRAMWAYS
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TRAMWAYS.

Ou the 30th of June, 1S96, 61 miles were open for traffic, and on the 1st of 
March last the Electric Line from Mosman’s Bay to Spit lload, a distance of 1 mile 
37 chains, was opened, making a total of 62-1 miles of line in use.

Tho general result of the working of the whole of the Tramways for tho year 
is an increase of revenue of £17,514; the working expenses also increased by 
£12,598.

The cost of the lines open for traffic is £1,452,670, of which £36,837 has 
been paid out of the Consolidated Bevenuc, leaving £1,415,833, upon which interest 
lias to be paid.

The return upon the capital invested is £3 19s. 9d. per cent.

The table on the following page will give further details regarding the 
year’s operations.

Condition of Existing Lines.

The lines arc in good order, a considerable sum having been expended in 
relaying.

Accommodation for the Traffic.

Tho Glebe Point Line has been duplicated for a distance of 68 chains, and an 
improved service introduced.

It has recently been decided to continue the double lino from Enmorc Road, 
Enmore, to Victoria Road.

The service generally is as satisfactory as it can be made with the facilities 
available. As pointed out in previous Reports, the confined space of the Bridge- 
street yard limits the service, and much-needed relief will he afforded when the 
Gcorge-street Electrical Tramway recently authorised is completed.

RESULTS
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RESULTS OE THE WORKING.

TRAMWAYS—ALL LINES.

Yea,r ending 30 June, 1897, compared with 189G and 1888.

Pauiictoahs. 1897. 1896. 1886.

Total spent on construction and equipment ............... £1.452,(570 £1,431,800 £877,244

Total cost per mile open ... ... ... ... ... £22,243 £23,523 £22,780

Total mileage open for traffic ......................................... G2i 01 38|-

Gross revenue .................................................................. £30G,(595 £280,181 £236,519

Working expenses ..................................................... £243,SSI £230,283 £219,190

NET PROFIT (After paying Working Expenses) ... £57,814 £52,898 £17,323

PERCENTAGE OF WORKING EXPENSES TO
REVENUE .................................................................. 8115 8S'7I 92'67

Earnings per average mile open ... ... ... ... £4,987 £0,224

Workieg expenses per average mile open ................ £4,047 £3,873 £5,768

Gross earnings per tram mile ... ... ... ... 1/11J 2/U 3/4*

Working expenses per tram mile ... ... ... ... l/7v W 3/1*

NET PROFIT PER TRAM MILE ............................ d.
4*

d.
4*

d.
3

PERCENTAGE OF PROFIT TO CAPITAL £ 8. ll. s. d. £ s. A.
INVESTED .................................................................. 3 19 9 3 13 9 1 19 7

Number of passenger fares collected ... ... ... 72,343,812 08,100,264 53,957,305

Tram mileage............................................................................. 3,083,138 2,730,200 1,388,780

Eurther information regarding the working of the various sections will be 
found as an Appendix, page 29,

Before
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Before closing this Bcport we desire to refer to the death of our esteemed 
late colleague, Mr. E. M. G. Eddy, Chief Commissioner, to which we have already 
briefly alluded in the Quarterly Bcport recently published.

He had looked forward to the completion of this year, feeling sure that the 
financial result would he most satisfactory, and the wisdom of the system of 
administration brought into operation by the Government Railways Act of 1888 
fully demonstrated.

His devotion to duty contributed to the early termination of a brilliant career, 
and, while expressing the deepest regret for the sad occurrence, we wish also to 
record our appreciation of the magnificent service he rendered to the Colony, and 
the great ability he displayed in being largely instrumental to placing the New 
South Wales railways in the position they occupy to-day.

We have the honor to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient Servants,

CHARLES OLIVER,

Commissioner.

W. M. EEHON,

Commissioner.
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APPENDIX T.

Cliiei' Mechanical Engineer’s Report.

Sii*, _ _ Eveleigh, 21 July, 1897
In submitting, for the information of the Railway Commissioners, the 

annual statement of the working of the Locomotive, Carriage and Wagon Depart
ment for the year ending 30th June, 1897, I have the honor to report that the 
rolling-stock, workshop machinery, furnaces, cranes, hydraulic, and pumping plant, 
in charge of this department, have been maintained in" good working condition.

Locomoiiteu.
_ Two tender engines, Nos. 83 and 90, were rebuilt and converted into tank 

engines for suburban line work. Three hundred and forty-nine engines have been 
repaired during the year; 174 of them at Evclcigh, 50 at Newcastle, and the 
remaining 125 at smaller depbts. Two hundred and eighteen of these received 
heavy repairs, and the remaining 131 had general repairs of a lighter .character. 
Two new boilers were fitted to engines, and 313 boilers were overhauled during the 
year; 177 of them at Eveleigh, 46 at Newcastle, and the remaining SO at smaller 
depdts. One hundred and seventy-nine of these boilers were internally examined, 
heavily repaired, refilled with tubes, and returned to locomotives. Sixty-nine 
stationary boilers were overhauled, 10 of them receiving heavy repairs.

Carriages and Waggons.
One hundred and fifty-four vehicles were rebuilt in the Eveleigh shops 

during the year and charged to Working Expenses as replacements. One thousand 
three hundred and eighty-nine passenger vehicles were repaired; 1,098 of them at 
Eveleigh, and the remaining 291 at Newcastle. Three hundred and twenty-eight of 
these received heavy repairs, and the remaining 1,061 had general repairs of a 
lighter character. Eive thousand five hundred and eleven waggons and vans passed 
through the Eveleigh and Newcastle shops during the year, of which 1,746 were 
heavily repaired. "

Two hundred and thirty defective axles have been withdrawn from service 
and replaced by stronger ones; and 2,599 defective axle-boxes, of designs now 
abandoned, have been replaced by standard types and debited to Working Expenses.

New Slock charged to Capital Account.
One Consolidation goods engine has been built in the Evclcigh works, the last 

of four constructed from materials partially prepared by Mr. Thomas Wcarno under 
his contract for twenty-five goods locomotives.

Six suburban cars and six main line second class lavatory carriages were built 
by contractors, and added to coaching stock; and nineteen merchandise vehicles 
were built in tbe Eveleigh works as additions to rolling stock.

The cost of these additions is £23,731 against Capital Account..

Neiv Stock charged to Working Expenses.
Six powerful goods engines have been charged against Working Expenses 

during the year. Three of them have been at work since the beginning of the vear, 
and they replace seven old engines. The relative tractive powers are—for the three 
new ones, 86,331 lb., and for the seven old engines, 82,587 lb. The remaining three 
arc at present on the sea, and, when put into service, will replace locomotives of our 
least useful types, in similar proportion.

Twenty-four new bogie suburban cars, built by contractors, with a floor area 
of 8,400 square feet, have replaced forty-two old four-wheeled carriages having a 
floor area of 7,551 square feet.

Ninety new goods vehicles, of which 33 are bogies, were built in the Eveleigh
works.

The



16

16

The total value of the new rolling stock charged to working expenses is 
£63,476. The amount similarly spent in 1896 was £31,355. _

The following statement shows the relative mileage executed and the working 
costs of the Locomotive Branch for the two years ending June, 1896 and 1S97 :—

1897. 1896. Increase.

Tram miles ... ... ••
Engine miles ............... ...
Percentage of unproductive milca on train miles ... ...
Itevenue... ... ... ■■■ •••
Expenditure ... ••• ■■■

Do in per cent, to revenue ... ... ... ...
Cost'in pence per train mile ... ... ... • -

Do engine mile... ... ■■■

8,130,405
11,014,904

42-86
£3.014,742

£727,140
24-12

2L4G1
15-025

7,719,018 
10,895,776 

41-14 
£2,820,417 

£677,789 
24 03 

21072 
14-930

410,787
719,188

1-72
£194,325
£49,351

009
0392
0095

The means which we have for executing repairs to locomotives are now 
insufficient. That work is not done with the rapidity and economy desirable. _ The 
increasing use of large and more powerful locomotives has outgrown existing 
facilities, and should be provided for by an extension of workshops and suitable 
machinery. Our present erecting shops are taxed beyond their economic capacity, 
and much time and labour are lost in getting our large and heavy engines into and 
out of shops which were designed and fitted with machines for dealing with much 
smaller engines than those now doing the bulk of the business on these railways, and, 
as a consequence, useful locomotives that ought to be in service are kept too long 
waiting repairs. In pursuance of the policy observed for some years past of employ
ing one powerful engine where two smaller ones were employed before, it is manifest 
the stock of large heavy engines must increase, and I venture to suggest that suit
able provision should now be made for economically repairing them so as to get full 
use of them on the road.

I have, &c.,

W. THOW,
Chief Mechanical Engineer.

The Secretary to the Railway Commissioners.

APPENDIX II.

RAILWAYS.—Return of Working Rolling Stock, 30th June, 1897.

DEPART-
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TOTAL.

Stock, 30th June, 1396... 521 441 4-3 187 85 235 181 301 1,032 7,433 633 87 1,156 211 9,525 1,060 10,585
A B B

10,603Stock, 30th June, 1897... 502 420 41 178 84 241 181 301 1,026 7,356 027 111 1,1EG 205 9,455 1,048

A. Three eonsolidiition engines, with iv tractive ]io\rer of 8fi,33l lb., replace 7 email tjpe engines having a. tractive power of 82,587 lb.; 
72 new engines, previously supplied, replace W3 old ones with ft surplus tractive power of 1142,001) lb. Three four-wheeled coupled tender 
passenger engines were rebuilt and concerted into Suburban tank engines. .

JJ. Twenty-four Suburban bogie ctt:risge» (first *nd second class), having a floor area of 8,400 square feet, replace 42 old four and Six 
wheel stock with a floor area of 7,551 square feet—these complete the replacements of all the obsolete four-wheel stock; 66 carriages of 
various Ijpcs have been rebuilt or replaced, and 26 carriages bate been converted ; 321 waggons have been rebuilt or replaced during the 
year, and 3 combination trucks converted into sheep-vans ; 60 waggons, with a carrying capacity of 1,075 tons, have replaced 160 waggons 
of inferior type, with ft carrying capacity of 930 tons.

APPENDIX
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APPENDIX III.

Report on Condition of Lines and Works for the Year ending 30th June,
1897.

New South Wales Government Railways,
Sir> Office of Engineer-in-Chief for Existing Lines, 6 July, 1897.

I have the honor to report, for the information of the Commissioners, 
that the permanent-way, works, and buildings, have been maintained in a thoroughly 
satisfactory state during the past year.

In the period under review, 67 miles 51 chains have been completely relaid, 
rcrailed, or resleepered; 129 miles 36 chains have been lifted and ballasted; and 
68 miles 73 chains of fencing have been renewed, the whole expenditure being • 
charged to Working Expenses, and in addition, 49 miles of new fencing have been 
erected in connection with the deviation works.

In addition to the 67 miles 51 chains relaid, rerailed, or resleepered, 
20,998 new sleepers and 41,296 good sleepers recovered in relaying have been used 
for partial rcsleepcring and repairs, thereby adding over 31 miles to the length of 
road put in perfect condition during the year.

Many works of varied description, fairly chargeable to Capital, have been 
carried out and debited to Working Expenses, and special attention has been given 
to station buildings, a large proportion of these having been repainted and put in 
perfect order during the year.

Improvement of Grades and Curves.
All the sharp curves on the Western Mountains, between Eaulconbridge and 

Elackheath, have been dealt with, deviations to increase the radii having been 
completed, and the line so mucli improved thereby that the speed of trains could be 
greatly accelerated.

On the Main Western Line grade improvements of an extensive character 
have been completed between Maryvale and Dubbo, between Bell and Clarence, and 
by the deviations made to reduce the curves between Katoomba and Elackheath the 
grades were also improved. Similar work between Elackheath and Mt. Victoria is 
nearing completion.

On the Southern Line steep grades have been reduced between Moss Vale 
and Meryla, and also between Hill Top and Mittagong, while others are in progress 
between Mcryla and Exeter.

With the exception of the work between Bell and Clarence, all have been 
carried out Departmentally.

Good progress has been made w ith the work of replacing the present timber 
viaduct at Wagga Wagga with a structure consisting of steel-plate girders and steel 
trestles on concrete foundations; the bridge over Cottage Creek, near Newcastle, has 
been renewed in a similar manner, and those over Styx Creek and Ironbark Creek, 
on the Northern Line, are being similarly dealt with.

Extensions opened.
During the year the following extensions have been opened for traffic:—

Jerilderie to Berrigan ............................... 21 miles 65 chains.
Parkcs to Bogan Gate ............................... 23 „ 38 „
Narrabri to Morce ... ... ... ... 63 „ 10

These are all of the “ Pioneer ” type of line. ” ”

I have, &c.,
THOMAS R. EIRTH,

t Engineer-in-Chief for Existing Lines.
The Secretary to the Baihvay Commissioners.

113—C Sidings
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Sidings laid in and extended............... ........................... 14 miles 6 chains.

Sleepers used in new-sidings ... ... ... ...
Sleepers used in main lines— '

Itelaying and resleepering............... ... ... ...
Repairs and respacing ... ... ... ... ...
Deviations to improve grades and curves ... ... ...

Total ...................................................

New, Sccond-huncL Total.

1,078

117,022
26,998
53,215

28.510

6,850
41,296
9,152

29,588

123,872
68,294
62,367

197,235 57,298 254,533

Ballast used in main lines—
For relaying ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
For ordinary ballasting ... ... ... ... ...
For deviations to improve grades, &e. ... ... ...

Total ... ... ... ... ...

Blue-metal, and 
other hard stone.

Sandstone and 
Gravel, Total.

Cubic yards. 
7,511 

36,735 
55,558

Cubic yards.

10,691

Cubic yards. 
7,511 

47,426 
55,558

99,804 10,691 110,495

Length of new fencing erected ... ... ... ... 117 miles 73 chains.
Length of fences wired ... ... ... ... ... 1 mile G chains.
Culverts and flood-openings constructed ... ... ... 807 feet extra waterway.

I have, &c.,
THOMAS H. FIRTH, 

Engineer-in-Chief for Existing Lines.



APPENDIX IV.

Statement of Account of the Expenditure and Revenue for Year ending 30th June, 1897, with corresponding

' period in 1896.

Dr. RAILWAYS. Or.

expenditure.

To Maintenance of Way, Works, and Stations.......
Locomotive Working.........................................................
Engine Repairs and Renewals ..................................
Carriage and Waggon Repairs and Renewals

Traffic Expenses................................................................
Compensation—Passengers ..........................................

Do Goods .....................................................
Gratuities to Widows and Children of 

Employees and Payments on Account of
Pension Allowances ............................................

Fire Insurance Fund..................................................
General Expenses .....................................................

BALANCE, NET RETURN)AFTER PAYING WORKING CXPCN3E3 .............. “<**

GRAND ITOTAL-..................................£

YEAR ENDING CORRESPONDING

JUNE 30, PERIOD IN

1897. 1896.

£ £ j

356,057 350,964

374,322 362,089 |

199,933 171,166

152,885 144,534

444,857 443,130

1,284 1 4,277

1,61 0 971

| 5,203
3,878 I

1 ,250

61 ,61 7 60,879

1,601,218 1,55t,8B8 ,

11

1,413,524

i

1,268,529

3,014,742 2,820,41 7

REVENUE.
YEAR ENDING 

JUNE 30,

1897.

1097. 1896.No. No.2,267.854- 2,341,957
By Passengers—

First Class Tickets................
Second Class Tickets ........... .......11,049,046 10,294,711
First Class Season Tickets.......... 8,869 9,035
Second Class Season Tickets   31,189 28,950

Do Workman’s Weekly Tickets 333,364 275,583
Horses, Carriages, and Dogs..........................................
Parcels and Cloak Room ....................................................
Mails ................................................................................................
Miscellaneous ..........................................................................

Total Coaching..................................£

General Merchandise ......
Wool...............................................
Live Stock..................................
Minerals—Coal and Coke 
Miscellaneous.........................

Total Goods .........................................£
General Miscellaneous.....................................................£

GRAND TOTAL.............................  £

267,734 

546,1 58 

49,11 4 

30,145 

26,103 

1 2,938 

87,024 

62,078 

3,287

1,074,581

1 ,005,1 23 

342,1 04 

372,269 

1 87,786 

8,1 95

1,915,477
24,604

3,014.,742

CORRESPONDING 

PERIOD IN

1896.

262,51 O 

504,937 

46,665 

27,608 

21,254 

13,717 

79,811 

61,389 

3,085

1,021,176

909,971

320,371

362,791

176,554

6,097

1,775,784
23,457

2,020,417

The Expenditure in 1837 includes £15,210 GHpitftl "Wertii, and in 1896, £9,151,
THOMAS HALL,

Chief Accountant.



APPENDIX V. ^
Schedules under WORKING EXPENSES for the Year ending the 30th'June, 1897, with corresponding period in 1896. Q

KA1LWAYS. •

BRANCHES.

' Maintenance of Way and Works.
Salaries, &c., of engineers, surveyore, draftsmen, clerks, inspectors, foremen, 

and timekeepers .... .............................................................................. -...............
Maintenance and renewals of permanent way, viz.:— £ Materials......................

Repairs and improvements, &c., of stations, buildings, / Wages ...
bridges, signals, and other works.............................\ Materials

Sundries ............. ........ ......................................................................

Lines open and 
maintained—

1897. 1896.
Quadruple .................................. . .... 8i 8i
Double................................ ........... .... 154 i 154*
Single ............................................. .... 2,476* 2,368*

2,639* 2,531*
Locomotive Working. 111 1 ‘

Chief Mechanical Engineer, Superintendents, officers, and clerks
Foremen and timekeepers................................................................
Lrivers and firemen ..................................................................
Cleaners, coalmen, and labourers...................................................
Stores for cleaners................................................... ........................
Sundries ........................................... ................................................
Coal, coke, and wood .......................................................................
Waler ............................................................. ................................
Oil, tallow, and waste................................................. .....................

£
Engine Repairs and Renewals.

Repairs and renewals of engines ( Ji^teriais . Z .

£
Carriage and Waggon Repairs and Renewals.

Coaching stock repairs / Wages ..........................................................
and renewals ......  ^Materials..........................................

Goods stock repairs and / Wages ......... ................................................
renewals .............  ( Materials................................................ .....

Greasing and oiling f Wages ^ Traffie c, 
carriages ana wagons ^Alatonala j b

£

(
l

£

Ycat ending
June 30,

Correspond
ing period in

1897. 1896.

£ £

28,653
215,582

61,496

27,709
224,887

53,483
33,514
15,769

3,043

30,441
11,104

3,277

358,057 350,964

14,54 4 
10,591 

176,516 
54,741

2,956
12,858
70,422
22,985

8,709

14,112
10,661

166,297 
54,537 

2,922 
12,082 
71,488 
21,422 

8,568

374,322 362,089

139,097
60,830

132,168
33,998

199,933 171,166

40,393
36,978

41,038
25,352

48,708
26,306

49,933
28,161

152,885 1-44,5 34

3,175
2 >075

3,167
2,372

6,250 5,539
1,1 ' ......... ...

BRANCHES

Traffic Expenses.
Chief Traffic Manager, Superintendents, and office staff.........
Station-masters, night officers, relieving and supervising staff
Station goods, acd coaching clerks ..........................................
Pointsmen, signalmen, and gatekeepers ..................................
Guards .......................................... .............................. .........................
Porters, labourers, &c..............................................................
Stores for stations................................................ ........................
Advertising, stationery, printing, Ac..........................................
Travelling and Incidental ......................... ................................
Sundries.........................................................................................

£

Compensation.
For personal injury—Passengers ....................
For damage to and loss of goods ................. .

£

Gratuities to widows and children of employees who have met with accident, 
also gratuities to staff on retirement and payments to Civil Service Fund 
on account of Pension allowances ..............................................................

Fire Insurance Fund

Year ending Corresponding
June 30, period iu

1897. 1896.

£ £

20,714 20,783
80,034 82,222
22,481 23,133
40,764 40,351
54,116 52,355

135,832 135,086
27,017 27,207
11,739 10,876
3,110 3,103

43,780 42,475

439,607 437,591

1,234 14,277
1,610 971

2,894 15,248

5,203 3,878

1,250

General Expenses,
Commitsioners, Secretary and office staff............
Account branch ....................................................
Audit branch .......................................................
Stores branch ........................................................
Telegraph branch....................................................
Sundries ...............................................................

£,

f>,2 IV 
10,007 

8,793 
6,351 

15,6-19 
11,80J

61,817

9,255
10,177
8,508
6,263

15,241
11,435

60,879

OBAND TOTAL £ 1,601,218 1,551,688

The Working Expenses include £16,210 m 1697 and £9,161 in 1890 for additional works which might very properly liai e been charged to Capital.
THOMAS HALL,

Chief Accountant.

to
O
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APPENDIX VI.
Compahative Analysis of Revenue and Expenditure for the years ending 30 June,

1897 and 1896.

Particulars,

Year ending 30 Jane, 1897.
Hilfs

Average miles open for trtflic . , 2,57
Train milenge—* -----Passenger......................... 3,886,020

Goods .........................4,244,385

ftamljersor
Tonnage.

Tear ending 30 Jane, 1896.

Average miles Open for (radio Train mileage—
Passenger............... .
Goods .................

Miles. 
... 2.53U
... 3,718,451 
... 4,001,104

mileage .........  8,130 405 Total mileage .........  7,719,0:8

Per Per Numbers 1 Per PerBevcnuc, mile tram. or Revenue, mile trainopen. miles. Tonnage. open. mile.

First-class Passengers ........................
Second-class do ......................
Season Tickets, 1st class ....................

Do 2nd class..... ...............
Workmen’s Weekly Tickets, 2nd class
Horses, carriages, and dogs.............. ..
Cloak-room and parcels ..............
Mada .................. .............
Miscellaneous ...................... ..............

Total, coacking .....................

General Merchandise ......... ........
Wool .................................................
Live stock.........................................
Minerals—Coal and Coke.................
Minerals, other than coal .............
Miscellaneous ...................................

Total, goods ......................

Sundries, special and miscellaneous

Total Revenue ..............

REVENUE.
Numbers. £ £ d. NumbcrEh £ £ d.
2,267,854 257,734 1001 15-92 2,341,967 262,510 103-7 10-94

11,049,046 546,158 212-1 33-73 10,294,711 504,937 199-5 3259
8,869 49,114 19-1 3-01 9,035 46,665 18-4 301

81,189 30,145 117 1-86 28,950 27,808 11-0 1-80
333,354 26,103 10-1 1-61 275,583 21,254 8-4 1-37

12,938 5-0 080 13,717 S-4. 0-89
87^024 33-8 5-38 79,811 31-5 6-16
62,078 24-1 383 81’389 24-3 3-9tJ

3,287 1-3 0-20 s'oss 1-2 0-20

1,074,681 417-3 66-37 1,021,176 403-4 65-91

Tone. Tons,
1,337,396 978,939 380-1 55-36 1,152,405 884,326 349-4 53-04

111,639 3+2,104 132-8 19-3-1 104,000 320,371 126 6 19-21
191,157 372,269 144-6 21-05 174,841 362,791 143-3 21-76

2,832,055 187,786 72-9 10-62 2,447,385 176,564 69-7 10-59
94,494 26,184 10-2 1-48 74,941 25,645 101 1-54

8,195 3-2 0 46 6,097 2-4 0-37

4,567,041 1,915,477 713-8 108-31 3,953,575 1,775,784 701-6 106-51

24,684 0-6 0-73 23,457 9-3 0-73

3,014,742 1,1707 88-99 2,820,417 1,114-2 87-68

Working Expenses.

Maintenance of -way. works, and stations......
Locomotive working..........................................
Engine repairs and renewals ..........................
Carriage and waggon repairs and renewals ..
Traffic expenses................ .................................
Compensation—Passenger ..............................

Do Goods.....................................
Gratuities to widows and children of employes, 

and payment on account of Pension Allow
ance ..............................................................

Eire Insurance Fund .......................................
General expenses ..............................................

Total expenditure..............................

Net profit.......................................

EXPENDITURE.
Per Per Per cent. Per Per Per cent.

Ex]>enditurc. mile train to Expenditure. imic train toopen. mile. Revenue. open. mile. Revenue

£ £ a. . £ £ d.
358,057 1390 10-57 11-88 350,964 138-6 10-91 12-14
374,322 145-4 11-05 12-42 362,039 1430 11-26 12-84
199,933 77-G 5'90 6 63 171,166 676 5-32 6-07
152,885 59-+ 4 51 5-07 144,534 57-1 4-49 5T2
444,357 172-7 1313 14-76 443,130 175-1 13-78 15-71
. l,28t 0‘5 0-04 0-04 14,277 5-6 0-44 0-51

1,610 06 O’Oo 005 971 0-4 0-03 003

5,203 20 015 0-17 3,878 1-5 0-12 014
1,250

61,817
0-5 0-04 0-04

240 :-82 205 60,879 24-1 1-89 2-ie
1,601,218 621-7 47-26 53-11 1,551,888 6130 48-24 65-02

1,413,524 5490 4173 1,268,529 501-2 39-44 ...

expenditure percentage
TO GROSS REVENUE,

5311
Expenditure percentage to gross 

revenue,
55'02

The Expenditure includes Capital Works charged to Working Expenses.

Percentage of Expenditure in each Division.

■ Divisions of Expenditure.
Year ending

30 Junes
1897.

Year ernlmg
30 June,

1896.
%

22-36
%

22 62
23-38 23 83
12-49 1103

9-55 9-31
27 78 28-56
008 0-92
o-io 006

, Gratuities to Widows and CLildrun of KmplojoSj and payment on account of Pension Allowance 0 32 
0-08

0-25

3-86 3-92

100-00 10000
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APPENDIX VII. ‘

Return showing the Number of Passengers, Tonnage of Goods, Train Mileage, Earnings, 
Working Expenses, Percentage of Working Expenses to Gross Earnings, Net Earnings, 
Capital spent on Lines open, and Interest on Capital Invested each year, from 1855 
to 1897, inclusive.

Yen-. Length 
of line

Number of 
Passengers*

H1° Train
Mileage.

Earnings
fromCoaching

Traflic.
Earnings

fromGoods
Traffic.

TotalEarning
Working

Expenses.
Earn

ings per 
Train Mile,

Work
ing Ex
penses per 
Train 
Mile,

Percent- 
I age of1 Work* 
ing ex*- pensea

1 to Gross * Earn*
| ingB.

NetEarnings,
Total

Capital expended on 
Lines open*

Interest on 
Capital 

Invested.

1855 ....
Miles.

14
No.

93,846
Tons.

140
No.
14,107

£
9,093

£
. 156

£
9,249

! £ 
5,959

d.
157'34

d.
101-37

*//o
64-43

£
3,290 1 515,347

%
•63

1856 .... 23 350,724 2,469 68,371 29,526 2,757 32,283 21,788 113-32 7G'48 67-49 10,495 633,217 1-53
1857 .... 40 329,019 20,847 107,822 34,970 8,417 43,387 31,337 96-58 [ 69-75 72-23 12,050 1,023,838 1-17
1858 ..... 55 376,492 33,385 141,495 45,858 16,451 62,309 43,928 105-69 74-51 70-50 18,381 1,231,867 1-49
1859 ...... 55 425,877 43,020 147,618 46,502 15,258 61,760 1 47,598 100'41 77-38 77-07 14,162 1,278,4161 1-10

1860 ..... 70 551,044 55,394 174,249 45,428 16,841 62,269 50,427 1 83-37 67-62 80-93 11,842 1,432,672 ■83
1861...... 73 595,591 101,130 214,881 49,637 25,367 75,004 61,187 1 83-77 68-34 81-58 13,817 1,536,032 ■89
1862...... 97 642,431 205,139 274,565 62,096 41,775 103,871 68,725 90-79 60-07 6616 35,146 1,907,807 1-84
1863 ...... 124 627,164 218,535 315,177 71,297 1 62,644 123,941 96,867 94-38 73-76 78-16 27,074 2,466,950 1-09
1864 ..... 143 693,174 379,661 413,422 81,48'j 66,167 147,654 103,715 85-30 59-92 70-24 43,939 2,631,790 1-66

1865 ...... 143 751,587 416,707 483,446 92,984 73,048 166,032 108,926 82-42 54-07 65-60 57,106 2,746,373 2-07
1866 ...... 143 668,330 600,937 490,475 85,636 82,899 168,535 100, 30 82-49 51-99 63-64 62,395 2,786,094 2-23
1867 ....... 204 616,375 617,022 600,751 87,564 101,508 189,072 117,324 82-02 46-87 62-08 71,748 3,282,320 STS
1868 ...... 247 714,563 596,514 768,529 09,408 124,951 224,359 144,201 70-06 45-03 64-29 80,158 4,060,950 1-97
1869 ..... 318 759,635 714,113 893,552 109,427 155,548 264,976 176,362 71-17 47-37 6C-57 88,613 4,681,329 1-89

1870 ..... 339 776,707 766,523 901,139 117,854 189,288 307,142 206,003 81-81 ;54'S6 67-08 101,139 5,566,092 1-81
1871..... 358 759,062 741,986 931,333 129,496 225,826 355,322 197,065 91-57 50-79 55-46 158,257 5,887,258 2-68
1872 ..... 398 753,910 825,3601,036,255 164,862 260,127 424,989 207,918 98-43 48-15 48-92 217,071 6,388,727 3-39
1873 ..... 403 875,602 923,788 1,109,879 178,216 306,020 484^236 238,035 104-71 51-47 49-16 246,201 6,739,918 3-65
1874 403 1,085,50lT,070,938 1,249,233 188,595 347,980 636,576 257,703 103-09 49-51 48-03 278,872 6,844-,546 4-07

1875 ..... 473 1,288,225 1,171,35411,472,204 205,941 408,707 614,648 296,174 100-20 48-28 48-18 318,474 7,245,379 4-30
1876 ..... 509 1,727,730 1,244,131 1,688,964 233,870 459,355 693,225 339,406 98-00 48-22 48-96 353,810 7,990,601 4-42
1877 ..... 598 2,957,144 1,430,041 2,166,802 271,588 644,332 815,920 4X8,985 92-95 47'73 51'35 396,935! 8,883,177 4-46
1878...... 688 3,705,733 1,625,886 2,655,176 306,308 596,681 902,989 536,988 81-62 48-54 59-47 366,001 9,784,645 3-74
1879 ..... 734 4,317,864)1,720,815 2,932,463 319,950 632,416 952,366 604,721 77-94 49-49 63-49 347,64510,406,495 3-34

1880 ..... 849 5,440,13S'l,712,971 3,239,462 390,149 770,86811,161,017 647,719 86-02 47-99 55-79 613,298 11,778,819 4-35
1881..... 995 6,907,312k033,850 3,923,929 488,675 955,5511,444,226 738,334 88-33 45-16 51-12 705,892 13,301,597 6-30
1882 ..... 1,268 8,984,313! 2,619,427|4,$51,157 587,825j 1, 111,0381,698,863 934,635 84-05 46-24 55-02 764,228 15,843,616 5'13

1883 ...... 1,320 10,272,037] 2,864,566 5,937,2Gli 661,751)1,2G9(7l3|l,931,464 1,177,788 7307 47-6] 60-97 753,676 16,905,014 4-48
1884 ..... 1,018 11,253,109]3,124,425 6,403,041' 745,665^,340,57212,086,237 1,301,259 78-19 48-77 62-37 784,978 20,080,138 4-20

1835 ..... 1,732 13,500,346'3,273,004'6,638,399 830,904 1,343,464)2,174,308 1,458,153 78-61 62-72 67-06 716,215 31,831,276 3-37
1886 ..... 1,889 14,831,604 3,2 IS,582l6,479,265 849,253 1,310,8172,160,070 1,492,992 80 01 65-30 6912 667,078 24,071,454 2-90
1887 ..... 2,036 14,451,303 3,339,25316,472,107 850,499 1,357,796 2,208,2951,457,760 si-ss 64-05 66-0ll 750,535 26,532,122 2-96
1887-88.. 2,114 15,174,115|3,399,772^6,689,313 918,975 1,376,1492,295,1241,530,551 82-34 54-91 66-69) 764,573|27,722,74S 2-85

1888-89 .. 2,171 16,086,223! 3,435,839|7,641,769 1,025,601 1,512,876 2,538,4,771,634,602 79-72 51-34 64-39 903,875 29,839,167 3-14
1889-90 2,182 17,071,945 3,78S,950|8,008,826 1,059,791 1,573,295 2,633,0861,665,836 78-90 49-91 63-26 907,251 30,555,123 3-17
1890-91 2,182 19,037,760 3,802,849)8,410,421 

4,296,“13|8,35G,096
1,177,037)1,797,384 2,974,42l|l ,831,871 84-88 52-20 61-57 1,143,050 31,768,617 3-69

1891-92 .. 2,185 19,918,916 1,189,23lk918,065 3,107,2961,914,252 89-25 64-93 61'601,193,044 33,312,608 3-58
1892-93 .. 2,351 19,932,703 3,773,843’ 7,505,310 1,116,042 1,812,014 2,927,0561,738,516 93-60 55-59 59-39,1,188,54oj34,657,571 3-48
1893-94.. 2,G01i 19,265,732 3,493,919 7,169,785 1,047,0291,766,612 2,813,51111,591,842 94-18 53-29 56-581,221,699 35,855,271 3-46
1894-95.. 2,531± 19,725,418 4,075,093 7,594,281 1,022,901jl,855,303 2,878,2041,567,689 90-96 49-54 54-46 1,310,616 36,611,366 3-60
1895-96 .. 2,531* 21,005,048 3,953.575 7,719,618 1,043,922 1,776,495 2,820,417)1,551,888 87-68 48-24 55-02 1,268,52936,852,194 3-44
1896-97 .. 2,639i 22,672,924|4,567,0418,130,405|l,C98,6901,916,046 3,014,742|1,601,218 88-99 47-16 53'U 1,413,524) 37,369,205 3-79

The *wv:oiints wore made up to the 31st December in each year up to 1887, since that time up to the 30th June in each yew. 
Camden and Sans Souci Tramways not included prior to 18SS in thig return.



23

APPENDIX \I11. '
Return of the Total Amount paid for Wages on the different Branches of the 

Railways during the years ending 30th June, 1897 and 1896.
Branches. 1897. 1896.

RAILWAYS £
362,611
493,267
236,633

£
809,311
479,838
233,160

Total ........................................................................... £ 1,092,511 1,022,309 ■

NoTR.'-lncludea all wages paid by the Department, whether on Maintenance or Now Works.

APPENDIX IX.
Statement of the Staff employed on the Railways and Tramways of New South 

Wales in June, 1897, as compared with October, 1888.

Branch.
June, 1897. October, 1888.

No. of 
Salaried 

Staff.
No. of 

Wages Staff. Total Staff.
No. of 

Salaried 
Staff.

No. of 
Wages Staff. Total Staff.

RAILWAYS.
CoInlmg6iOIl0rs, and Secretary's Office......................... 17 4 £1 40 8 48
Chief Accountant ...................................................... 39 1 40 46 2 48
Traffic Audit .............................................................. 60 1 61 66 1 67
Stores .......................................................................... 25 46 71 29 79 108
Permanent-wav ......................................... ................. 105 2,777 2,882 156 3,140 3,296
Locomotive ................................................................. A 140 3,571 3,711 146 3,218 3,364
Traffic .......................................................................... B 756 2,471 3,227 773 2,341 3,114
Electrical...................................................................... C 51 56 107 54 24 78
Interlocking.................................................. ................ 14 202 216 17 188 205

13 8 21 G 5

TRAMWAYS.
1,220 9,137 10,357 1,332 9,001 10,333

Permanent-way ............................................................ 6 1 249 255 1 200 201
Locomotive ........................... ......... .................. ......... 23 742 765 24 590 614
Traffic ........................................................................ 21 378 399 14 201 215

2 27 29 19 19
Stores .......................................................................... 3 1 4 4 7 11

2 2

55 1,399 1,454 43 1,017 1,060

Total, Railways aud Team ways .. 1,275 10,536 ] 1,801 1,375 10,018 11,393

A Includes 46 officers in charge of locomotive running sheds, and timekeepers.
B Includes 75 officers for additional stations and crossing plsces, 22 night-officcrs transferred from wages to salary list. 

Of the remaining 659, 3G0 are officers and night-officers in charge of stations and sidings, and 165 are clerks employed at stations, 
C Includes 36 telegraph operators.
The Wages Staff docs not include gatekeepers with free house only, sis the information was not kept in 1S8S.

APPENDIX X.
Return of the Mileage of Suburban Passengers on All Lines of Railway during 

the years ending 30th June, 1897, 1896, and 1888.

DESCRIPTION. 1897. 1896. 1888.

Number of Ordinary Passengers...................................... No. .

Number of Workmen's Journeys..................................... „ -

Number of Season Ticket Holders'Journeys,, ■■

Total Number of Passengers' Journeys.................. ...........

Number of Miles Travelled....................................................Miles

Average Mileage per Passenger ....................................  ...........

Amount Received from Passengers .............................

Average Receipt per Mile per Passenger.............. d

11,323,639

4,000,248

4,827,660

10,636,753

3,306,996

4,608,828

7,413,868

1,738,284

3,227,780

20,151,347 18,551,577 12,379,912

115,059,631

6'71

£264,392

0’55

104,310,788

5'62

£252,025

0'58

70,172,793

5*67

£186,393

0'64

Note.—Suburban Lines include only distances within 23 miles of Sydney and Newcastle, Liverpool and Morpeth included.

APPENDIX XL
Statement showing cost of Additions to Stations, Buildings, Siding Accommodation, 

&c., Machinery and Rolling Stock, the cost of which was charged to Capital 
Account, during the year ending 30th June, 1897.

Amount.
£

Additions to Stations, Buildings, &c............................................................. 50,183
Rolling Stock and additional appliances, including continuous brakes......  69,024

£119,207
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APPENDIX XII.

Report of the Tramway Locomotive Superintendent.

Eandwick, 13 July, 1897.
To the Secretary to the Railway Commissioners,—

Sir,
I have the honor to submit, for the information of tho Railway Commissioners, the following 

report on the working of the Locomotive Department of the Tramways for the financial year just 
closed:—■

SYDNEY CITY AND SUBURBAN LINES.

The whole of the rolling stock, machinery, and plant has been maintained in good order, and the 
requirements of the traffic fully satisfied. Owing to tho greatly increased tram service amounting to 
312,720 train miles, tho working expenditure has been considerably augmented, although it is satisfactory 
to note that the cost per train mile is less, being 12'57d. for the steam lines, and GT6d. for the cable 
system, as compared with 13-62d. and O'Sid. respectively for the previous year. The mechanical staff, 
which in the previous year worked short time, has been making full time since 29th August last, and this, 
of course, contributed to tbe increased expenditure. Seven new cars have been paid for out of working 
expenses, and the remainder of the stock was overhauled as follows :—

Motors : 05 received general overhaul; GO heavy repairs ; 646 general repairs, occupying from 
one to eight days each ; and 299 light repairs.

Cars: 180 (129 steam and 51. cable) thoroughly overhauled and repainted; 106 repaired and 
partially repainted; and 1,265 received minor repairs occupying about one day each. In. 
addition 58 trucks and 29 cars lor other lines were repaired.

NORTH SHORE CABLE AND ELECTRIC LINES.

Twelve cable line cars have been overhauled and repaired, and three electric motor cars received 
similar attention. The cable from Milson’s Point to the power-house has had to be renewed twice during 
the year at a cost of £978, and as no similar renewal was demanded in the previous year, to this must be 
ascribed the principal cause of the increased expenditure this year. The extension of the electric system 
to Mosman was opened on 1st March, and the traffic is being worked satisfactorily from the existing 
power-house. The extra power demanded by this line, however, in consequence of its heavy gradients, 
makes the cost of working somewhat high.

NEWCASTLE CITY AND SUBURBAN LINES.

The rolling stock and plant have been maintained in good order. Two worn-out cars were replaced 
during the year. An increased tram service of 7,291 miles has been given, while tho cost of working was 
'36d. per train mile less than in the previous year.

EOGARAH TO SANS SOUCI, AND MORPETH TO EAST MAITLAND LINES.

The rolling stock has been maintained in good order, and the traffic requirements fully met.

I have, &c.,
GEO. DOWNE,

Locomotive Superintendent.
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APPENDIX XIII.

Report of Engineer for Tramways.

Tramway Department, Office of Engineer for Tranuvays, July, 1897. 
To the Secretary to the Kailvvay Commissioners,—■

Sir,
I have the honor to submit, for the information of the Haihvay Commissioners, my Annual 

Report on the condition of the City and Suburban Tram-lines for tbe year ending 30th June, 1807.

During the year tbe electric line from Mosman’s Bay to Spit Road, a distance of 1 mile 37 chains 
of single track, has been added to the tramway mileage. The Glebe Point line has also been duplicated, 
the distance being 6S chains.

Tbe roads are generally in good running order, although we still have a considerable length of track 
with 42-lb. rails that will require renewing at an early date. The quantity of metal used in ordinary 
maintenance during the year was 10,000 tons.

The following relaying has been completedGlebe Point line, 1 mile 2 chains single track; 
Mamekville line, from Edinburgh Road to Marriekville, 40 chains single track; several curves on the 
Coogec line, 1GI chains single track; Leichhardt line, from Ross-street to Camperdown Town Hall, 
40:’- chains double track ; and in Phillip-street, between Bridge-street and Hunter-street, lo-J- chains double 
track. Total length of single track; 3 miles 104 chains.

With the exception of the relaying in Phillip-street, GO-lb. T rails have been used throughout. The 
line in Phillip-street has been specially treated, the 80-lb. T rails and special fish-plates having been milled 
and secured with machine-fitted bolts, and laid without any allowance for expansion. It is believed the 
saving in maintenance will more than recoup the extra cost incurred in preparing the joints, besides adding 
greatly to the comfort of the travelling pildic.

The Ocean-street Cable line is in good order throughout, with the exception of the crossings at 
King-street, which it is intended to renew next month.

The North Shore Cable, Military Road and Mostnan’a Bay Electric, and the Ashfield to Enfield 
lines arc in very good order.

. The power-houses, waiting-sheds, bridges, and culverts are generally in a good state of repair.

I have, &c.,
G. K. COWDERY,

■ Engineer for Tramways,

113-D



APPENDIX XIV.
Statement of Account of the Expenditure and Revenue for Year 1897, with comparisons for 1896.
Dr. TRAMWAYS. Cr.

YEAR ENDING CORRESPONDING J 1
YEAR ENDING CORRESPONDING

JUNE 20, PERIOD IN REVENUE. JUNE 30, PERIOD IN

(897.
1896. 1

I897. (896.

A £ '
:

34,189 32,473 '
£

*

96,424 93,235 £

14,71 6 1 2r1 51
42,437 41 ,278

1,91 6 3,265 CITY AND SUBURBAN.
5,460 5,409 Pabscnger Farcb.

195,142 187,811 j By Passengers— ibst. ibss.
Fares, &.c. ................. ss,B59,T4o 53,317,979 227,525

925
837 j

5,541 4,043
1,053 969
2,461 2,41 0

190 190 j’ NORTH SHORE CABLE.

10,170 8,449 | By Passengers—
12,343. 1 1 |

2,223
9,673

j
1 .91 2 j

9,277 j
1 ,386 |

-

920
4,668 4,432 1 NEWCASTLE AND PLATTSBURG.

[ 158 177 I 4,1 NCLADING TlQHE'S HFLL AND MEREWETHEfO

17,547 1 7,1 84 By Passengers^

Fares, &c................... s.iso.ats 21,444 1 9,547

303 314
1,021 799

60 1 39 | L

333
363 1 1

42 26 « ASHFIELD TO ENFIELD.

1,764 1 ,646 , by Passengers—
997I ,

532 447 | ]
1,727 1 ,032 ‘

385 1 00 :
, 645

462 ! NORTH SHORE ELECTRIC.
| 3,289

2,041 , By Passengers—
| Fares. &.c .................. 84a,702 ’ 530,215

j 1,407

1 ,388
| 9,001 8,250

2,760 2,977 | | OCEAN-STREET TO KING-STREET.
7,801 6,637 By Passengers—

1 20.969
1 9,1 52 1 Fares, &,c ............... 7,206,741 6,614,277 30,241 27,563

| 248,881 236,283 ;

| 57,814 52,898

306,695 289,1 81 i GRAND TOTAL...............................£ 306,695 289,181
1 I - t

tsS
GiEXPENDITURE.

CITY AND SUBURBAN.
To Maintenance of Wav, Works, and Stations

Locomotive Power ...................................................
Repairs and Renewals of Cars, &c.
Traffic Expenses .................................
Compensation - ........................
General Charges ..................................

NORTH SHORE CABLE.
To Maintenance of Way, Works, ano Stations!

Runn ing Expenses, &,c. ............
Repairs and Renewals ofCars, Grippers, &.c.|
Traffic Expenses...............................................
GeneralCharges ...............................................

NEWCASTLE ANO PLATTSBURG.
(including Tighcs Hill and McRcwcTHcn.)

To Maintenance of Wav, Works, and Stations
Locomotive Power ................................
Repairs and Renewals of Cars, &c
Traffic Expenses......................................
Genera* 'Charges ................................

ASHFIELD TO ENFIELD,
To Maintenance of Way, Works, and Stations

Locomotive Power ............................................
Repairs and Renewals of Cars, &c......
Traffic Expenses................................................
General Charges .............................................

NORTH SHORE ELECTRIC.
To Maintenance of Way, Works, and Stations 

Running Expenses, ic...................................
' Repairs and Renewals of Cars, &c. .. ■ 

Traffic Expenses .............................................

OCEAN-STREET TO KING-STREET.
To Maintenance of Way, Works, and Stations!

Running Expenses, &c. ............
Repairs and Renewals of Cars and Grippers! 
Traffic Expenses.................................................

after paying working expenses.

to
o>

THOMAS HALL,
Chief Accountant,.



APPENDIX XV.

Schedules under Working Expenses for the Tear ending 30th June, 1897, with comparisons for 1896.

CITY AND SUBTJKBAN TRAMWAYS.

iipfijichcs-.

Maintenance of Way and Works,
Ssilavies, office expenses, and general superintendence.....
Maintenance and rutictoals of permanent j Wages . .

way, via. : ......................................... j Materials ...
Repairs and renewal-? of building*, &c................................

Locomotive Power,
'Superintendence and cleiks .....................................
.Foremen and Clerks ..............................................
Olivers ami iircmqii....................................................
Cleaners, coalmen, and Inborn014 ...............................
Coal, coke, and wood ..................................................
"Water............................ .............. ...............................
'Oil, tallow, waste, <fcc ........................ ................
Sundries.........................................................................
Repairs and renewals of motors.......... j

Cara and Waggons.
Car repairs . . .. 

Wnggon repniiss

f Wages .. 
'’ [ Materials 

\ Wages 
* j Materials

Orei ling and oiling J Jj‘" | Traffic charge

Year enJijjjr 
June 3n,

1£97.

O>rresi>oniling 
])ijrio 1 m Blanches.

1S96.

Traflac Expenses.

1,5{)3 1,521
22,522 21,084

9,531
231 331

:n,isa 32,473

2,252 2,0SS
1,758 1,74S

J3,7H7 42,527
8,400 8,543

12,026 10,071
),753 1,493
2,511 2,00S
1,506 2,105

IS,706 1S, 510
3,723 4,022

06,421 93,535

7,181 0,317
7.5)4 5, SOS

20 15
1 11

14,716 1-2,151

242 22’>
148 1T7

330

Tralfio Manager’s ollicc and staff.................
CUtks ....................................................
StaOmoi, pointsmen, ami flagmen .............
Conductors ....................................................
Car-cleaners, shunters, and lamp-trimmers
Stores ...................................................... . ..
Advettiying, printiiiLr, and stationery .....
Ti avclling and incidental.............................
Sundries ........................... ..........................

£

Compensation.
For personal injury ..........
For <lam:\gc to vehicles* &C.

£

Cratuiiies to widows and children of employees who have met with 
accident, also gratuities to stall' on retirement ami payments to the 
<Ji\ il Service Fluid on account of pension allowance................................

General Expenses.
Commissioners, Secretary, and office atafT.........
Accountant’s Branch............................................
Audit Btanch ........................................................
Stores Branch .......................................................
Sundries ..............................................................

£

GRAND TOTAL. £

Year ending- Corrc^pomlhiif
j June 30, period in

1897.
1

isce.

£

1

£

1,832 2,258
*1,8-20 1,004

3,0S2 4,095
21,720 21,857
3,951 3,81 1
2,211 1,780
1,811 1,703

275 1S9
4,710 4,144

42,047 40,939

1,720

'

2,941
196 324

1,910 3,205

1,173 356

'

1,332 1,332
1,250 1,250
*623 1,459 -
443 422
639 590

4,2S7 5,053

195,142 137,811

• Owinjj to clerk? formerly shown under tho heal at ‘4 Audit Jir.unh " 11 aw taken over b> the Tiuffis Branch,

to-=--1

<1



APPENDIX XVI.
Schedules under Working Expenses for the Year ending 

North Shore Cable Train.

APPENDIX XVII.
the 30th June, 1897, with comparisons for 1896. '

Plattsburg, Tighe’s Hill, and Merewether Lines (Steam).

Branches.

Permanent Way Branch.
'Superintendence nnd Office Expenses......... *.................
Repairs and Renewals of Line, Siding Buildings,

Locomotive Branch.
Kunnixg, &o.

Superintendence anil Office Expenses .................................
Repairs to Machinery, Tools, &c ............................................
Wages of Drivers, Eireincn, Cleaners, Gripnion, and other’s
Cost of Enel, Running Stores, &c...........................................
Repairs 1.0 Stul ioiniry Engines, Cables, io.................................

Repairs to Cars, Grippers, &e,

Traffic Branch.
Management and Office Expenses .....................
Wages of Conductors, and others ....................
Sundry charges, including Stores, &.e..................

i General Charges.
Proportion of General Establishment, Ac........

GRAND TOTAL..................................

| Year cntlinif 
June SO,

Corresponding 
period in

. 1897. 1896.

£ £

37
881 809

925 837

2+2 sot
101 191

2,592 2,359
72G 614

* 1,877 548

| S' | ^71 | ' 4,043

1,053 959

3G3 188
1,759 1,890

331 320

2,401 2,410

190 190

10,170 8,449

1 i

lijunches.

Permanent Way Branch.
Superinteudence mul Oflleo Exponses .............................
Maintflnancc of Lines, Siding*, Bridges, Buildings, &c.

Locomotive Branch.
Locomotive Superintendent,, Foremen, and Clerks ......
Locomotive Drivers, Firemen,Cleaners, and others . . .
Coal, Coke, Water, Oil, Tnlloiv, Waste, Ac....................
Repairs and Renewals of Engines..................................

Repairs to Cars, &e.

Traffic Branch.
Traffic Manager and Office Staff ........ .....................
Conductors, Stnifiucsi, Pointsmen, Car-eleancrs, Ac. 
Sundry charges, including Stores, Ac.........................

General Charges.
Proportion of General Establishment, Ac.........

GRAND TOTAL...

Year ending 
June 30»

1897.

Corresponding* 
period in

1896.

£ £

38 39
2,190 1,873

2,228 1,912

202
5,305
2,054
1,952

269
5,309
1,838
1,801

9,573 9,277

920 1,380

G85
3,356

027

60G
3,230

596

4,058 4,432

I 158
177

17,547 17,184

(NO
CD

10
X

Includes cost of two Cable ropes.
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APPEN]jlX XVIII.
Tlic ^’Oi'king o£ tlie Tram-lines in sections is as under:—

CITY AND STTBUEBAN LINES.
Length, 40 miles 25 chains.

1897. 1896. 1883.

Total Cost of Construction and Equipment ... ... ... £908,925 £901,778 £742,555
Gross Revenue ........................................................................... £238,023 £227,525 £221,060
‘Working Expenses ................................................................ £195,142 £187,811 £204,227
Profit on Working ................................................................ £42,881 £39,714 £10,833
Percentage, Working Cost to Revenue ... ... ... ... S1‘98 82-51 92-38
Total Mileage open ... ... ... ... ... ... 40£ 40.1 294
Passenger Pares collected ... .. ... ... ... 55,859,740 53,317.979 51,503,197
PERCENTAGE OF PROFIT TO CAPITAL INVESTED - £4 8 6 £4 2 7 £2 5 4

ASHFIELD TO ENFIELD.
Length, 1 mile 7S chains.

Total Cost of Construction and Equipment ... ... .. £10.371 £10,371
Gross Revenue ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £1.107 £997
Working Expenses ... ... ... ... ... ...
Interest on Capital ... ... ... ... ... ...

£1.704 £1,040
£573 £573 Not open.

Percentage, Working Cost to Revenue . ... ... ... 211-11 222-57
Total Mileage open ... ... ... ... ... ... 9 2
LOSS ON WORKING ■■ .................................................

NORTH SHORE CABLE TRAMWAY.

£1,230 £1,222

Length, 2 miles 11 chains.

Total Cost of Construction and Equipment ........................... £115,471 £114,428 £71,519
Gross Revenue ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £12,343 £11,340 £7,248
Working Expenses ... ... ... ... ... £10,170 £8,449 £0,833
Profit on Working ,,, ... ... ... ... ... £2,173 £2,891 £415
Percentage, Working Cost to Revenue ... ... ... ... 82-39 74-51 94-20
Total Mileage open ................................................................ 2 Jr 21 I1X rj
PERCENTAGE OF PROFIT TO CAPITAL INVESTED ... £l 17 8 £2 10 6 £o -fl 7

OCEAN-STREET CABLE TRAMWAY.
Length, 2 miles 32 chains.

Total Cost of Construction ... ... ... ... ... £177,421 £177,180
Gross Revenue ... ... ... ... ... .. ... £30.241 £27,503
Working Expenses ... ... ... ... ... ... £20,909 £19,152 Not open.
Profit on Working ... ... ... ... ... ... £9.272 £8,411
Percentage, AYorking Cost to Revenue ... ... ... ... 09-34 09-48
Total Mileage open ... ... ... ... ... ... 9A

£5 4 6
25-

PERCENTAGE OF PROFIT TO CAPITAL INVESTED............. £4 14 11

NORTH SHORE—ELECTRIC TRAMWAY. 
Length, 3 miles 50 chains.

Total Cost of Construction aud Equipment ... ... ... £30,844 £27,001
Gross Revenue ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £3,537 £2,209
Working Expenses ... ... ... ... ... ... £3,289 £2,041 Not open.
Profit on Working .............................................................. £248 £108
Percentage, "Working Cost to Revemus... ... ... ... 92-99 92-39
Total Mileage 0])en ... ... ... ... ... ... a: 2}
PERCENTAGE OF PROFIT TO CAPITAL INVESTED .. £0 16 8 £0 12 2

NEWCASTLE TO PLATTSBURG.
Merewether and Tighe's Hill Sections.

Length, 12 miles 1 chain.

Total Cost of Construction and Equipment ........................... £137,038 £137,538 £03,170
Gross Revenue ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £21,414 £19,547 £8,211
Working Expenses ............... .......................................
Profit on Working ... ... ... ... ... ...
Percentage, AVorkiug Cost to Revenue ... ... ... ...

£17,547 £17,184 £8,130
£3,897 £2,303 £75

81-83 87-91 99-08
Total Mileage open ... ... ... ... ... ... 12 12 n
PERCENTAGE OF PROFIT TO CAPITAL INVESTED • i £2 16 8 £l 14 4 £0 2 4
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APPENDIX XIX.

Return showing the Number of City and Suburban Passenger Pares collected, 
Tram Mileage, Earnings, Working Expenses, Percentage of Working Cost to 
Earnings, Capital Spent on lines open, and Interest on Capital Invested for 
each year from ] S79 to 1897 inclusive.

CITY AND SUBURBAN. '

Fear.
Length

of
Line.

Number 
of Passenger 

Kaicw 
coIlectiKl.

Tram
mileage.

Total
Earnings,

Working
Lxpu'jses,

Earnings 
per Train 

Mile.
WorkingCost pur

Tram Mile.

Percentage
Working 

Cost 
to G pops 
Earnings.

Not
Earnings,

Capital
spent/

'on lines 
open.

Interest
on

Capital
iruusteil

18/9* ............
Milos

la 443,311 13,270
£

4,4)0
€

2,273 79-87 61-59
il

2,13$
£

22,200 33-00
msn ....... 4 9JW7 70-83 6,536 00,213 12-31EVi i O oa’ao
18SI .............. 94 7,090,125 290,900 02,549 52,107 50-30 4212 83-31 10,442 109,450 6-16
1882 .............. 22 15,269,100 670,0 fO 320,202 103,130 81-72 23,006 412,561 6-80

1883 .............. 2j 23,684,285 1,070,096 190,099 178,877 93-80 11,822 644,105 2
1834............. 27i 30,202,303 1,242,491 210 213,167 97 83 . . . 643,111 0-764,/ to
1SS5.............. 274 439,591,753 1,220,500 223,310 207,995 43-91 40-90 93-13 15,34.5 708,109 2-17
188(i ...... 274 52,977,578 1 222,913 226,307 201,737 44-42 39-59 89-12 24,030 742,113 3-37
1SS7.............. 294 50,108,236 1,220,026 214,125 201,458 42-12 39-63 94-08 12,057 731,582 1-76
188S.............. 294 51,503,197 1,216,513 221,000 204,227 42-56 39-32 92-38 10,833 742,553 2-22

1839 .............. 291 52,810,026 1,338,386 225,833 206,092 4O'-i0 36'0o 91-25 19,741 771,255 2-56
1S90.............. 304 57,463,030 1,474,046 219,308 207,317 40-60 30-4 G 83-17 41,991 700,055 5'31
1891 .............. 331 02,670,030 3,533,04-8 270,303 223,503 41'78 31-23 SI-92 48,SCO 337,453 5'74
1892.............. 37 63,299,003 1,613,413 279,321 229,145 41'35 34-09 82 04 50,170 932,907 5 o*t
1893 ............. 38 63,588,833 1,681,232 271,041 214,824 38-69 30-67 79 20 56,217 947,775 5-91
1894.............. 404 58,773,091 1,737,840 250,809 206,5 54. 34-64 28-53 82 35 44,255 954,035 4-04
1895 .............. 404 54,173,917 1,740,235 230,583 180,081 31-SO 23-66 ' 80 70 41.502 002,037 4.-02
1896 .............. 404 53,317,079 3,845,020 227,523 ! 87,811 29-59 24 42 82 54 39,714 961,778 4T3
1897 .............. 40* 55,859,740 2,121,017 238,023 193,112 20-93 22-08 81 98 42,881 963,925 4-42

* TliP lino was openoil fm Lliroc and a half months nnlv in 1170, ami for part of thh porio 1 was ivorhal uith horsc-ponor,
•f Up to tho year 183S, Sd. cash faros nml 2d, tickets were counted as filniflo fares ; from IStW, inclusive, all tickets i,suOd wcie at Id. values

ami cagli fares paid are m thK Knt.ui[i uaicnlatod at sumr rate. *

APPENDIX XX.

Retujix of the total Amount paid for IVages on the diiferent Brandies of the 
Tramways, year ending 30th June, 1897 and 1896.

Brunches. 1897. 1896.

TRAMWAYS
Maintenance Branch ..............

£
28,981 
99,430
41 H91-

_' £ '
25,307 
97,450Locomotive .. ..........

T’milic „ ..... .............................................

Totai, Tramwai's .. ,, ........................................................£ 173,308 165,100
Nors,—Includes all wages paid by the Department, nhctlicr on maintenance omen work.

APPENDIX XXi.

Tramway Rolling Stock, 30 June, 1897.

Motors 1 minimus. Cara. Trucks. Water Tanks, Total.

Sydney, City, und Sulnirlmu............. 101 ms 14 0 319Military Rond Electric...............
North Shore Cable ........... 13 23

50
28

36Ocean-street Cabin..........
Newcastle District ................................ 13 ' .3"' 4+

Total............................ 114 13 1 304 17 6 454
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APPENDIX XXII.
Return of the number of LIVE STOCK forwarded on the New South Wales 
___________ Government Railways for the year ending 30th June, 1897.

Number carried*
Stations.

Horses Cattle.

Darling Harbour............... 1,184 1,095
Ashtiehl .............................. 8Ilouiebusli........................... 14
Flemington....................... 1,020 5,977

Jlcrrvlandg.........................
Guilfoitl...........................
I'airfieM ............................. b4
Cabramatta....................... ■27 63

Mlnto ...........................
GiimphuIIlown ...............
CaniHen ....................... 39 n<j

37
Dnuglas Park....................... 7
IdoUm............................ 209
Tlnrlmere ........................... >
Mittagojig ................... 0 LiO
JiOura] .................
Moss Vale ........................... 139 1,133
J^xeter............................... 1
Wingello ......... .
Marulan..................... 01 244
Goulburn..................... 568 1 2,833
Drcdalbane........................... 9 291
Gunning................. .. . . 39 j 28*1
Yass, Junction ..................... 90 890

„ Tijwtiihlp...................
Howning ........................... ■io 50 i

Ginmlong..................... 80 002
Galung...................
Harden ......................... t 52 581
Demondrillc ...................
Wallendbeun ....................... 19 4JI
Cootumundra......... 133 ilS)
Hotliungia ......................... 15
Illnbo.............
Junce Junction................. 32
Hnrcfield...............
Doinen ..................... . ic 1,029

.............................. 270 1 3,067
The KOLk..................... 61 Itij
Yorong Creek....................... 1
Hetitv.....................
Cutcairn......................... 14 174
• ■cragury................................ 1
Tabletop ............................... 15 11 iAlliurv.................................... 1,394 T.ilOl)
Tarago................................ 23 2,792
Hungendorc........................ 3 m
(Jucanbevan ......................... 52 319
Michelagb ............ •> > 291
Coo in a.................................. ;.4 ],jb7

oung .......... ,. 12 1,019
Koorawathii ... 15 6
Coulae.................................. 8 1,036
Uundagai ............. 217 2,677
Temora ............. 19
Old Junee .. . . 92 '
Coolamon ...................... 19 21
(Limnain .............
Grong Grong................... 142

. Narrandera................... 111 1,100
Yanko ...............
Whitton................. 47 45
Darlington................. 9 30
JSrinpagec .........................
CaratJiool ..................... 3 i(>5
Jlny ..................... 199 979
Morundah . .. 29 73
Jcnlderie..................... 36
flerrigan...............
Walla Walla .....................
Hnwkloaby .. ...
Cor own..................... 67
Bi'denliatii ............... 1
Arnchffe............................
HurstriUe.......... 4
Sutherland............ 11
Helensburgh........... 1
Otford............... 3
South Chiton.........
Bulli.........................
Wollongong ....................... 10 68
Vnnnderra ............. 50
Dapto ....................... 9 02
Albion Park ............. 2o
shcllharbour................. . 0 113Klania ..................... 307
Gerringong- ........................... 26 161
Derry .................................... 78 H2JJVowra.............................. 23 280
Catilerliuri'................. 1
Parramatta........................... 142 20
\\ ent.worth\ ille................ 15
Sc\cn Hills...............
Ulacktown* ............... 37
Rootv Hill........................... i no
Mt Druitt............
St. Mary’s ........... 780
Kingswood....................... 2
Penrith ................................ 410 Cl
Emu Plains.............
Kpring’ivood ....................... 4
Lawson ................. 4
Wentworth Kalis .........

___
3

Katoomba....................... 0 3
Blackhe&th. ......................... > •>
Mount Victoria............. 1 449
Bell ....................................
Clarence . .......... 1
Pskbank ......................... . 1 ]
Bowcnfcls ............. I 1 &
Wallerawang................... [ 85 2SI
Tarana.............................. | 12 199

Calves Sheep J

231 5,123 f 3,i;u
<?

190 119,812 | 586
4
1

| n75

45
‘ 6
« 3

39 **1
071 am

24 . ! 0
lf» 1 20 1 4U

ROSS | 140 1 ^
2,1)38

310
3'.‘ 43

353 3U

3,217 “m

07 103 815
171 1)I)4D 1,641

290
43

452 M61 217
035 74,416 9,070
110 12,839 413

1 27,329 153
234 30,374 01

C3
295 19,381 45

■18 10,442 279
•23,S0lj 5h7

165 33,240 il87
45

131 24,953 HQ
>7 77,813 ')$•>

4,313 fit
] !>,S4fc

63 8,061) 16
37

31 . 8.104
40 I 05,013 593

I 11,405
1 20,231) " 51

i,373 
12,OPS 32

80r, 495
S7 34,297 1,086

205 16,840 83'J
54 23,104 64
21 25,008 250
27 8,122 '10

223 di.fr-n 499
22 79,235
46 22,035
06 16,030 184

1,542 74,335
1C.S31 34

2,254
23,J77

100

607
4,543

74 GO,772 
13,271 
40,257 
28,879 
12,090

-23

2S 83,1)41 47
194 141.830 27

57,168 6
49,551 73
rt,i Hi 50
3,283
4,943 106io 2,147

2

‘ 7

""2 ,
ft

'14
22 36
10 202
33 14(1
30 954
33 ns
70 1,2(15

125 3.912
2 415

C2
7 380

13 Q
11
55 427 21)
74 33

5
574 59 tai

_ 127 186
472

"“l
IKS"iso 1

10,051 "iio
1

’ 29

"23
19 7,82G

574 17,095 1,906

Stations.

Lock&lpy.....................
lircvioutflo...............
Uxuilau........................ .
KcIbO .....................
iJatlmist ...................
Perth ............ .
Gcoruu'H Plains ..........
New biidjjc...................
Hlaj noy .......................
JUiUthorpe....................
Giarnre..........................
Wanio .........................
Stuart Tow ti.................
Mmiibil ................
DH|isione.....................
Wellrngton....................
Man'valc.....................
Geniio *........................
Duhbo ..........................
Narrominc ................
Tranyic .....................
Ne^crtire ....................
NjUigau ....................
Gii’ilaniljone................
Goolpliah.....................
ISyioeh ....................
Ilourke..........................
KRerhtone....................
Mulyra^c ....................
WiihUqi.............................
Clau'iulou ....................
Kiohmutid .. ..
fJatwjtee.......................
Kylcsstonc....................
Luu.............................
Mud^ee ....................
Caruiar .................
Maiiduranm . ..
Gyndhutvt..................
Wcxxlstouh..................
Cow ra .......................
Rorenoro
Midouy .......................
Mairiljra.....................
Rirlces..........................
Hogan’s Gate .......
Porbes .....................
(7ohar ....
Hyde ................ ] , ], ]
Kaslwood ..................
Thoniloigh.................. .
Hornsby Junction ........
Pymblc ....................
Gordon...............’.’’j
ijiinteworth ................
M Leonards ...............
Wilson^ Point ..........
llawkusburj ..................
Gosford ........................
Ourlmbali.....................
Wyorig .....................
Wyoo . ..................
Toralba ................].'f4
Adan)s.tomt .............  ”
Nuwoasilo ....................
HoneyBiiokle..................
Hullnek Island...............
Hamilton......................
WarataU........................
Wall send.......................
Hexham .....................
Tarro .................... '/*
Knst ^tiutland .............
Moi peth.....................
West Maitland...............
Parley..........................
[*oohiu\ar................
lJr.ui\ton .............
^S’tlitt^lglia^l..................
Singleton .....................
Glennie's Creek ........
KavciiBivnrth .............
Muswcllbrook ...............
Aberdeen .....................
Scone ............................
Wingun .. *................
Rlandford ...............[
Murmnmdi ...............
^illow'i’ree ...............
Quirirnli.........................
Wujtjs Creek .................
iireoKa............................
Curlewifl .....................
Cunijechih.....................
Roggabri..................... ]]
Jinan Jlaa .....................
Narrabri West ........... .
Moree ..........................
Ciurabuliuhi..................
WestTainworth ...........
'fatuworth ....................
Walcha Itoaci ...............
Kentucky ........ ........ .
Uralla............................
^rmidalo ......................
JJlnok Mountain .............
Guyr.i........................
Glencoe ........................
Glen I nuts.............. ,
Heopwater.....................
Tentcrliold.......................
■I Hillings.....................
Lismoru .....................

Total ........
Total, lS9tl.

Number earned.

Uorbua Cattle. | Calves.

1 "’is

I

(i0 303 1 us
73 lit lit!
17 f 1 1

! _ _ 45ii 132 1 2bl
21 | 218 41

376 8S4 95
15 ' 91
”l

1 l ,
128 1,237 163

135 4,840 7
449 347 42

31 6,274 537
JJv3 3,878 86
230 7,920 84
38 133

201 002
834 19,209

22 9 43
10 24

7.1 24 29

3!) ' W ” 31

173 ;J,42S 210
511 830 31

207 2,479 78

’ 10
•J3J 1.181 156
385 4,054 156

70 1,237 ” 25
4 00 43

100 11

r.i 1,258 ’ 26
/ 38t

.-{ 17 6
5 ‘2

1 2 1

1 | 1
1 1 1 1

4 1
6
3 8 . 4
0 ....... 1i
■j

3 3

35
1 "l ' "l

no 5
3 16

4
2 1

4 0

17 ” 1
r} 1

468 sn )U7
■155 3,38;i ISO
123 n 53

23 530
33 1,303 10

016 1,1)98 403

1 1,014 * 84
377 0,24!) G09
365 1,267 190
604 2,10s

11 74

ft 3S4 "‘"d
17 5,082

114 0,238 271
32 315

706 6,742 (55
90 810 131

343 4,472 159
27 2,623 302

4:.2 ijis ’ 170
2G7 5,337

114
341 3,283 97
10

1,003 31
ll 233
57 3,490 56

1 J8
75 2S1
■VO 1 200

177 103 4
17 1,648 ■^n

213 , 3,072 100
1,000 2,138

10 12 10

[ Sheep.

9,007
l,o40

35.721
3,973
2,fir>9
H, !)7d 

27,491
23,751 0,507 32,933 
11,903 

4,(129
I, 014 

834
17,08*2
1,435

105,053
21,256144,332

250,418
140,773
24,530
31,028

110,298
ISS/JOD

24
€,714

30,975
55,120
78,4003,056

20
0,279

45,180
71,210
4,62110.0H
8,782

10,339
2,750

112,242
33,071

15

40

"ioo
’789
100

275
17

l'774
2,381

OO
1,925

107
2,126
S,403
2,c;i3
i),mi

790
101

r.r7fis
79,323

147,518
0,318

07,814
36,909
07.319
40,970

30
377,373

93,!>23
4,570

30,703
51

5,958
1,209
8,087
5,301
1,800

25,987
3.964
7,066
6,827
1,580
4,276

19,286 1S0.4S2 
13,041 164,971

10,070 ,1,391,608 
1C,790 [4,040,108

PUTS.

100
"sa
408
494

221
3731
15
44
(12

2
37
71246
47

419
427

63
9S6

81
338

12
193

74
260f»
122

73

i.oiu
'’'42
”l64

10203
i8

63
32

12

10
46

129
9,136

39
20

132
141

3,710
50

123
1,358

868
464

■ 41 
10 
54

”94
30

340

532
242

1,559
*' '74

33

339 
3,003 
4,145

78,363
86,102
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APPENDIX XXIII.

Statement of tlic number of Bales of WOOL forwarded on the New South Wales 
Eailways, during the years ending 30th June, 1897 and 1896.

Stations.
Number of Bales,

1897. 1896.

Darling Harbour ....... 11,585 9,070
Newtown ..................
FairfiPld .................. 263

0
79

IjiTerpool ................. 11,232 8,241
4

Minto........................ 113 8
Carapbclltown ..........
Menauglc ................. 2

3
12

Douglas Park . . !)
Mittagong................. 1C6 172

17
Moss Vale................. 469 182
Wingcllo ................. 14 31
Marulan ................. 893 1,066
Towrang ................. 1.729 1,596
Goulburn ................. 5,980

689
4,921

Bread albane.............. 426
8

Gunning ................ 3,375 2,915
Jerrawft..................... 131 90
Tags Junction .......... 1,744

2,099
2,453

Yass Town................. 2,124
Botvning .................. 3,289 2,933
Binalong ................. 3,931 3,494
Galong .................... 2,364 2,4(4
Harden..................... 1,747 1,690
jVliirrumburrah.......... 261 322
Denlondrille.......... 403 533
Wallendbccu............ 2,118 2,225
Cootamundra ......... 4.S60 5,198
Bcthungra ............... 767 1,106
Tllabo......................... 1,237 1,368
Junee ........................ 3,802 3,9 C3
Harefield ................. 621 530
"NVfuzca Wairea.......... 6,961 8,648
TJranquinty ..............
The Rock ..................

583 1,115
2,997 3,527

Yerong Creek .......... 2,691 3,647
Hcntv ........... ........ 655 634
Oulcairn ................. 4,080 4,862
Gerogcry .................
Table Top..................

134 136
1,135 1,134

Alburv ..................... 2,317 2,131
Camden..................... 17 14
Tara^o ..................... 678 778
Bungeudore ............ 2,220 2,205
Qucanbevan........... 3,811 3,684
Michelago .................. 2.0K3 2,575
Cooniit .................. . 3,616 8,815
Young .................... 11,735 12,326
Koorawalhn .......... 2,556 1,622
Coolac ................... 2,225 1,396
Gundagai ............... 6,378 5,548
Temora,..................... 7,176 7,017

982 837
2,551 2,552

Grong Grong............ 2,472
17,660

2,446
17,739

1,387
5,585

2,023
5,400

Darlington................ , 5,736
I

3,522

Stations.

Bringagee ..........
Cnrrstliool ..........
Hay.....................
Morundah ...... .
Jerilderie.............
Berrigan ................. '
Walla Walla ..........
Broeklesby ............
Cornwa .................
Kiama.....................
Gerringong.............
St. Mary’s ..............
Penrith .................
Emu Plains ............
Blackhenth ...........
Mount Victoria ......
Esk .Hank ............
Botvcnfcls ..........
Wallerauang ..........
Ryrlul ....................
Tarana.....................
Lockslcy .................
Brewonglo ..............
Raglan....................
Kelso .....................
Bathurst................
Perth .....................
George’s Plains ......
Wimbledon..........
N eu bridge .............
Blayncy ................
Millthorpe .............
Spring Hill.............
Orange....................
Mnlhon Creek.........
Kerr's Creek .........
Wnrne.....................
Stuart Town .........
Mumbil ................
Dripstone .............
Wellington.............
Mary Vale ............
0 curie....................
Murrumbidgerie.....
Dubbo....................
Narroinine ..........
Trnugie ...............
Novcrtirc................
Nyngan ...............
Girilnmbonc ......
Coolabah................
Byrock....................
Bourke....................
Itivorftono .............
Pijier's Flat............
Capertec . .............
Rylstone ................
Bue .......................
Mudgce ................
Carcoar ................
Mandurama .........

Number Of Balog,
Stations.

Number of Bales-

1897. 1835. 1897. 1896.

2,725 2,500 Lvndhurst .............. 1,223 1,045
7,639 7,553 Woodstock .............. 2,019 1,857

13,914 16,239 Cowra ..................... 11,260 10,400
3,800 2,552 Borcnorc .................. 1,220 1,383
6,892 7,398 Molong . ............... 5,666 5,570

234 1,430
10,094

997
1,838 Parkes ..................... 10,331
1,823 2,046 Bogan’s Gale......... 10
2,129 108 Eorbcs..................... 22,422 21,743

2 Hermidale .............. 184 175
1 Cobur ..................... 10,142 9,410
1 1 Hornsby Junction ... 131

3] 2
7,216 6,150 Newcastle .............. 72 12

18 Honeysuckle .......... 138
140 84 Morpeth ................ 165

6 West Maitland ..... 1,124 2,116
131 136 Locliitirar .............. 2
688 1,050 Branxton,,............... 38 2

67 42 WhiHingham......... 32 45
585 490 Singlelon................ 111 174
102 91. Glennie^g Creek..... 21 19
546 438 Rarensworth ......... 24 297
157 146 3.1 uswellbrook ......... 6,343 7,035

1,442
2,969

1,286
2,354

2,317
4,690

2,804
Scone ..................... 5.101

1,423 1,361 W ingon ................. 113 451
67 68 Blandford .............. 1,674 1,594

293 343 Mmrurumli......... 241. 235
1,110 1,118 Ardglen ................. 844 761

519 558 Willow Tree ......... 4,187 3,015
190 188 Q.uirincli ................. 7,652 7,856
429 353 Werris Creek ... .... 804 523

1,174 1,118 Currahubula .......... 2,411 1,536
816 732 "West Tnmworth..... 14,488 14,604
148

1,093
124 711 892

1,013 Moonbi .................. ' 1,430 1,138
361 381 Woolbrook .............. 4-64 599

1,320 1,-105 Waleba Road.......... 3,539 3,196
39S 399 Kentucky .............. 1,761 1,322'

2,856 2)555 Umlla...................... 7,052 6,490
223 253 rirmidale................. 4,488 4,103
592 565 Black Mountain...... ISO 149

1,768 1,4S2 Guynt ..................... 2,148 1,539
18,016 17,505 Bon Lomond .......... 673 845

7,422 8,646 Glencoe ................. 222 152
13,468 12,518 Glen Innes.............. 9,553 8,201
40,213 33,873 Deepwater ..........

Tcntorfiald .............
1,394 1,197

10,614 3,031 202 414,
7,671 7,285 ♦Tpinuiigs ................ 86 111
2,291 2,502 , 1,930 2,449

11,155 9,738 Curl^wis ................. 1,055 | 904.
47,417 53,626 Gunncdab .............. 7,906 (ijlitkii

JS5 3,397 3,386
29 ' IS Baan Baa................. 577 472

0*7 768 Xarrabri West ..... 77,007
311

77,919
1,323

609
19,702

988
1,422

1,267

18,493
725

> 1,016
1

Total ......... 664,227

—

644,858

APPENDIX
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APPENDIX XXIV.

Statement of COAL, COKE, and SHALE forwarded from tlic various Collieries during 
the years ending 30th June, 1896 and 1897.

Collieries.

Coal and Coke.
A.A. Company ...........................
Anvil Creek ..............................
Anvil Creek Xew ......................
Block -Tuck..................................
Blockwoll ..................................
Burwood No. U..........................
Cardiff ......................................
Cardiff East ..............................
Co-operative ..............................
Curie wis......................................
Denton Park..............................
Dudley ......................................
Dulwich......................................
Eaet Maitland ...........................
Elamore......................................
Elliotts ......................................
Greta ..........................................
0 rota East..................................
Greta South ..............................
Hartley Hill ..............................
Hetton ......................................
Hillside ......................................
Hombton......................................
lambkin South New...................
Mnuni (Duckenfie)d) ...............
Muswcllbrook..............................
Newcastle ..................................
Northern Extended ...................
Northumberland .......................
Oak Vale ..................................
Pacific Co-operative...................
Purified ......................... ............
Jtix’s Creek..................................
Singleton Coal Siding ...............
Sneddon’s (WallsendJ ...............
West. Maitland ..........................
AVallsond ..................................
Wallsend South..........................
WallsendWest..........................
Scaham ......................................
Waratah......................................
Wickham and Bullock Island....

Total, North

Aust.lnmer 
Bellambi .,
Bulli .........
Bong Bong., 
Box Vale ,,
Carson's.....
Collins .....
Corrimal . .. 
Cox’s .........

Irondule............... .
iloadja...................
Lithgow Collieries.
Metropolitan........
Mount Kembla .... 
Mount Kicra ....
Mount Pleasant.....
Portland ..............
South Clifton........

Total ...........
Total, North

Capertec ........
Hartley Vale ...
Juadja ..........
North's Siding

Shale.

Total, Shale .............
Total, Coal and Coke

Grand Total, Coal, Coke, and Shale ... 3,028,121

1897. 1896. Increase. Decrease.

Totts, Freight, Tons, Freight Tons, Freight Tons. Freight.

i
£ £ £ £

4,6921 722 1,502 316 3,190 40G
202’ 15 2,133 184 1,93] 169

663 61 1 . . 663 61
817 240 375' 243 ...... 58 3

2.o5.1 766 1,933 637 621 129
152.224 0.072 103,921 4,116 48,303 1.9561 ....

842! 51 842j J 51
3,8S<) 234 3,889 234

177,247 7,687 127.137
......

5,250 50,110 2,437
1,304 383 372 108 932 275
1,137 74 5,513 348 4,376 274

109,227 5,309 16,951 037 92,276 5,172
3,996 764 3,079 643 917 121
2,948 172 4s,GGS 324 1,G20 152

20,533 808 16,630 650 3,963! 168
31 9 3l! 9

53,322 4,395 72,300 6,048 18,978 1,653
04,878 3,847 62,472 3,751 2,400l 90

4,173 287 8,200 536 4,027 249
155 7 155 7

228.399 7,499 213,437 7,101 14,962 398
251 10 6S8 29 437 19

79,212 2,851 71,988 2,579 7,224 272
40,735 1,631 24,051 914 16,684 C1I

274,701 12,038 220,571 9,630 54,190 2,408
76 8 76 8

302,732 10,943 210,212 9,437 62.520 1,506
[ 57,227 3,259 48,267 2,408 8,960 851
J 8,054 581 5,417 315 2,637 266

113 7 113 7
98,079 4,796 101,145 4,946 3,066 150

1 9,201 757 5,025 1,011 4,176' ...... 254
9,238' 9,S12 8,209 6,845 1,029 2,967

0 2 6 2
31,388 1,238 34,027 1,357 2,639 69

GS 14 139 27 71 13
291,933 11,964 351,443 14,041 ...... 59,310 2,077

1 5,404 215 26.437 1.050 ...... 21,033 835
80,037 3,337 82,499 3,633 3.53S, 154

113,407 5,782 29,123 1,345 84,284 4,437
02,014 2,285 54,272 2,017 8,342 268

186.880 4,444 132,358 3,225 54',522 1,219

2,490,030 110,265 23077,557 95,812 630,SSS 26,431 118,409 5,978

323 64 323 64
2,02-1 10,092 2,136 333 112

26,850 8,900 10,222 2.085 16,628 1,815
1,204 170 1,204 170

891 93 891 93
4,854 8S5 5.698 1,767 814 882
1,330 202 1,330 202

130,960 2,421 97,483 1,859 33,472 562 ......
107 15 107 13

: 3,239 432 3,239 482
1,471 323 1,548 384 77 61

1,617 410 1,617 410
86,916 25.999 80,680 27,699 6,236 1,700

115.844 15,211 131,646 17,702 15,802 2,491
■2,870 800 8,088 4,755 5,212 3,955
87,342 365 87,564 110 222

3,664 73S 795 190 2,869 548
...... 392 137 392 137
41.388 7,517 63,309 10,925 21,781 3,408

516,693 60,867 501,724 70,646 63,774 3,719 43,805 13,498
2,490,036 110,265 2,077,557 95.812 530,888 26,431 118,409 5.978

13,680 6,879 S,Gj0 4.132 5,030 2,747
3,574 1,194 10,002 3,381 ... . . 6,428 2,187
2,664 959 1,340. 448 1,324 511
1,474 421 4 912, 1,407 3,438 986

21,392 9,453 aii.iW 9,368 6,354 3,258 9,866 3,173
3,006,729 177,132 2,579,281 166,458 594,662 30,150 167,214 19,476

3,028,121 1S6j585
1
2.604,185 175,826 601,016 33,408 177,080 22,649

113—E
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APPENDIX XXV.
COAL EXPORTED FROM NEWCASTLE.

Return of the quantity of COAL EXPORTED from Newcastle to Poreign and 
Intercolonial Ports for the year ending 30th June, 1897, compared with the 
same period in 1896.

Countries.

Victoria....................
Jwiw Zealand ......
South Australia
rl:v»ii]Euiia ......................

Western Australia
Fiji ....................
Queensland ..........

Total, Intercolonial ,

Foreign—

Peru ....................
New Caledonia.....
India....................
United States .....
Hong Kong .........
Mauritius.............
Phillipinc Islands
Chili ....................
Sandwich Islands..
Jura ....................
Mexico ...... ........
South Sea Islands
Singapore .............
Other Countries ...

Total, Foreign.......................................

Grand Total (Intercolonial and Foreign).

1866-97. 1895-66. Increase, Decrease,

Tons, Tons. Tout Tons
026,179 599,517 29,032
145,902 134,922 10,930
254,714 173,011 81,703

5-1,780 50,965 3,821
102,528 71,257 81,271

7,113 2,600 4,513
23,354 21,859 1,495

1,267,576 1,054,161 213,415

42,1-20 23,840 13,286
15,174 11,019 3,f)u5
55,331 36,091 19,290

270,491 220,277 41,214
53,011 19,032 33,059

7.4S8 4,790 2,098
60,323 51,653 9,170

329,209 326,838 2,371
57jti03 52,14.2 5,461
55,029 0,781 48,743
26,700 12,040 11,600

960 3,74-4 784
36,791 21,532 15,259
63,071 41,797 21,874

1,074,937 S t5,026 229,961

3,342,563 1,889,187 443,376

Numher of Tons and Value of Coal exported to Foreign and Intercolonial Ports
for year ending 30th June, 1897.

1896-97. 1895-95,

Tons. Value. Tons. Value.

& £

2,342,563 813,494 1,899,187 669,822

Increase.

Tons, Value.

£

443,376 143,672

PORT OF NEWCASTLE,

Foreign and Intercolonial Shipping out of Newcastle, from June to June.

18SG-97. j 1895-90. Increase.

Ko, of Vessels, Tonnage, j No. of Vessels,
t

Tonnage, No. of Vessels. Tonnage,

1,329 1,678,528 1,155
i

1,333,962 174 294,563



APPENDIX XXVI.

Return of Revenue and Expenditure of each Station for the year ending 30 June, 1897.

Stations,
Us Total Salaries J 

and
~'s.2\ Wapps 
o EjrpCTJdJture,

1897,P.i^ l 

Sydney—Rent «t...........
„ Park-st................
,, Elizaboth-st, ..
„ Central ............
,, Redfern ............

JJaritnp Harbour
Eveleigh
Alexandria ,. , 
JIaodonaldtown
Newtown ..........
Sfcanmore..........
Petersham . ..
Lem sham ...
Summer Hill 
Ashficld .... 
Rurwood ...,
Croydon........ .
tStrnthtiold
Jioinebush
Flcmiiijeftoii 
Hook wood., 
Auburn... 
Clyde , 
Granville ..
Merrylands
Guildford ... 
Fairfield .,,, 
Cardcy ^,ale . 
Cabramatta , 
Liverpool
Glcnlickl ........
Tn^lebum .
ilmto .............
CampbclRovs-ji, 
Mcnangle ,

8 1,025 10 11

312 ! 
200 : 33,270 10 

25,237 IS
3,173 7 

314 13 
1,091 10 
1,083 0 

810 12 
2,2(57 19

No. of 
Tickets 
issued-

1897.

Revenue from! 
Tickets and 

Coaching 
Traffic.

1897.

GOODS.

Out. In,
Tons. Tons.

3,0Sf I 
5,12ti

£ 5.

124 11 
197 36 10

'j 12,-276 472 17 0( 40,300 
1,775,702

93,638 7 9 
233,431 4 0 ’ W.442 

237,521
71,221 

406,CG2
336,734 5, ISO 8 6 257

1,692
IBS

17,231
00.225 1,496 IS 11

392,030 7,071 1 10 6,000 31,359
5,902 2 7

414,803 11,521 14 8 2,179 15,733

COAL.

Out.
Tons.

In.
Tons.

Other Minerals, WOOL.
I

19,516

8 944 6 9 207,213 7,496 19 4
13 1,365 3 6 355,206 12,912 10 11
16 1,907 12 0 331,327 13,050 7 9 | mo
13 1,851 12 10 165.705 6,827 IS 1
11 1,130 17 7 212,791 10,758 12 6 14,031
2) 3,263 2 5 248,781 10,051 17 10 1

130,071 
30 1 

11,209

riAY.STK nv,' 
AM) CJ1 M’V

Out. In. Out. In. Out. lu.
Tons. Tons. Bales, Bales- TrucLflj Trut-kfl

” 35

....

'"’c

—

1,893 10.057
10,402 12,549 11.585 430,337 411 120

Revenue
from

Goods and Live 
Stock.

Total Earnings, exclusive of 
Special Darn big-s.

0,570 : 
' 14,102 I ""Si 

*12*,053 | "125 !

703
2^323

2,340

8,010

9,4SS
41

13

SS2
2,219 13
1,072 II 1 
1.201 10 7 
1,000 7 11 

2W 1 1 
2,738 17 13S3IOO

423
IfiO
1GS
05!
24 10 0 

351 3 11 
253 5 0 

1,311 10 5 
270 0 0 
140 0 0

77,771
17,601 . 
85,253 
00,744 I 
30,440 

188,76J I

3,067 10 4 
570 $ 4 

3,720 13 8 
4,335 9 30 
1,250 lo 11 
5,873 IS 7

3571,01*
280

20,123
' 20,702

14,635 1 9S5 5 7 0,594 727
35,030 1,105 2 2 67 322
29,043 1.828 9 4 0,281 1,!I6S
5.573 590 11 5 235 323
6,624 6S0 IS ft 12,0*1 GS2

32,820 3,228 15 2 25,305 9,565
1,397 145 10 10 010 43
3,591 714 IS G 7,229 537
2.060 670 10 11 2,443 S60

15,837 2,SOI 12 5 15,422 4,379
935 324 7 8 410 S03
0>9 302 13 0 4,099 4S2

J.059
£24

2,052
7,960

* KV’.fija

5,473 1,T5S
’ * 7.238 ‘"*6 3,S32

IS f ....

PiCton ......................... 1G 1,061 11 10 0,499 I 1,611 14 j 8,307 1 2,972
Tldrlmere...................... 4 356 18 11 1.782 423 0 4 3,003 809
l3icton Ijokcs .............. 3 272 G 2 431 09 0 5 231 I 51
Jlahnornl ...................... 2 276 0 0 407 75 6 1 80 49
HU1 Top.......................... 2 315 5 0 1.45S | 297 1 5 123 102
Colo Vale ...................... 3 350 G 8 1,762 t 340 9 3 170 366

12 

14 i

065
7

46911,112
' ^ 816.34

3,008
45

350

o.ont

189 j 
46 "

7,004 | 
1,813 
1,243 

913

2^349

llittagong...................... 32 857 2 6 6,464 1,562 2 5 S.fiftS 2,490
Bowral ............ 7 601 17 6 0,707 2,710 18 4 004 4,2SC
Mosa Yale...................... 11 1,010 7 4 0,106 4,425 34 3 2,024 5,090
Exeter .......................... 2 2S5 I 8 1,051 414 16 10 317 704
Bundanoon .......... . 4 8U 10 7 2,093 ojO 2 2 201 402
Wingello ...................... s 277 13 77S 177 19 9 SSI 16S
Barber's Creek ..........
Marulan......................

f 0 574 0 2 2,ICO 703 7 G 2,159 720
Towrang .............. ,, 2 280 0 0 1,469 200 10 s 915 710
Goulburn ...................... 43 4,150 5 11 24,083 12,018 5 7 21,447 25,040
Breadalhanc.................. 8 332 G 0 1,121 447 7 9 1,313 5S6

4,040
S3
19

2S1 11.232 4,030

1397. 1897. 183

£ s. d. £ s d. .£
121 11 7 154
307 10 10 212
472 17 0 511

9S.G38 7 9 S7,753
40,242 1,1 10 273,073 19 10 272,735

dSS.SSO 9 9 453,226 0 9 424,040

Increase.

1897-

Decrease.

1897.

Stations.

225 12 7 j 
5,160 10 II

8.315 14
"H,043‘is f)

| 7.400 19 4
• * 17 3 12,011 7 2
03 2,380 4 10 15,430 12 7

1 .. 6,827 IS 1
, 205 2,853 19 2 13,017 11 R
. . 14 10 3 16,000 14 1

5.412 1 0 
5,100 10 11 
1,41)0 18 11 

15,340 1C fi 
5,002 2 7 

17,405 13

40 I10 I
41 
05

21 I
i

15 ! 
77

1,403 10 10 I 
270,820 3 0 | 390 16 0 

5,442 ;j 9 1

18,705
2,471

85
639

98
153

C.P32

1C_7^ 
lO" 7 I 
3 10 
7 11 1 
6 7 1 

10 4 | 
0 4 I

5,13!
271,893

4.123
D,?27
1,250

24,039
3,457'
1,250
2,453

094
745

10,191

7 2 
11 4 
H a 
13 7 
15 11 
15 2

S. cl.
Tt S

10 n;
13 4‘<
11 0 t

1 1U| 
5 5 I

£ S. d.

5,134 9 0*1 
4,250 0 
1,452 3 5 [ 

13,868 U 8 I 
4,730 1C 11 

10.415 8 4»!

10,£S2 10 0 
93o 17 10* 

83,280 4 
257 11 2l| 
910 1(1 ll" 
44 15 0 I 

1,515 1 9 | 
271 b 8 

1,050 5 0A

£ S. d.
29 It 1 
15 0 1$. 
38 16 4 I

7,288 9 9 
12,060 4 1U 
11,064 12 Ot 
0,089 8 0‘ 

14,195 0 0 
15,500 IS Si 

2 ’ 
3 3 

10 5 
17 8 

1 10 
14 7

4,314
261,034

4,203
13,856

1.081
20,226

20S 9 7 I 
254 2 4 1 
405 0 OAf

475 0 4*

'Sydney "Brnt-st. 
,, Park-st 
,, Klizabelh^t, 
M Central. 
ff Hcdfern,
,, Darling liar. 
Ev uleijrh- 
Alcxandna. 
J.Pdonaldtawn. 
New tmvii. 
Stanmore.

J Petersham.

101
577

S17
9,410

4 7 I 8 1 1

1G9 It 1 
4.413 (J 7

5 2
C 0 

17 3 
IS 0 
8 9 1 fi

... 1 ... ..1 1 22 17
4 ! .... 9 972 7

113 (12 1 20 792 7
... J .... 17 70 1,365 13

2 .... 4 j 38 329 13
0 1 . .. 10 21 148 8

4 26 1,483 9
71 7 500 12

17 8
3i 1

.... . 1 95 8
., 1 10 127 3

0
0
5
0
1

~‘S
11
25

ICS1,057
1,403
4,167054

__ 46!
3,100'85986

109.392
4U7

3 0 
6 3
4 8 
f> 10 !
0 S i
1 7
3 4 r 

19 3 |
B 7 
C C P 8 1 

13 2

3.030
1,219
2,530

727
CfcZ

10,078
154

1.445
1,403
4,372801

402
2,754

742
77m73

151

H 10

2,004 571 4;l 1 1 100 .. . t 13 SO I 3,415 11 7 4,977 14 0 18 1,005 0,51S 1 10 17 .... 7 02 3,885 9 11 6,690 8 3 1
1,014 .... 1 33/ 469 .... j 10 03 1 4,120 12 1 8,543 6 4 ,

1,325 5 2 I 17 1 s 323 16 11 743 13 9
3,214 5 605 .... . .. ! l ■■ 315 12 G 085 14 0

----- 1 .. 1 14 11 Ci 5 0 246 4 0 1

n 5
0!>

17 10" 
0 4

12 2 0 2 0 9
18 3

5,781 1

40

'll 424
803 .... 1 39 3

1,720 1,415 ' 1
5,039 134 102 239

6S9 ... 2 0

4,270
6,788
8,815

383
CSS
815

12 7 
19 5 
14 3
10 II
11 2 
2 7

30C 13 4 
31 U 3

03 8 8 
112 17 11

707 1 0

350 36 10 
0 3 7

503 17 1 
024 5 3 

30,509 2 G 
332 2 8

1,272 4 7
S2o 1 11 

43.127 8 l 
829 10 5 I

1,224 12 1
025 5 1 

47,612 G 10 
839 17 1

47 12 0 
199 10 10

79 16 
4,920 4

Lewisham. 
Summer Hill. 
Ashfiishl. 
TUinvood 
Croydon. 
Strathflold. __
HniViOblUih,
Flommgton. 
Rook wood. 
Auburn,
Clyde
Granville.

71
33

. | Merrylands.

. Guildford.
4 i Fairfiyld 
8 Cun ley Vale. 

. , Cabnvmatta.
Liverpool.

13 12 6 Glenflcld.
212 4 1 Inglcburn.

39 IU 10 Minto.
205 ft 0 Campbelltown
237 10 9 Menanclc.

0 19 2 Douglas Park.
315 0 6 Picton.
247 l.J 11 Thiriincre,

8 10 5 Picton Lakes.
, , 3 19 S Balmoral.

318 19 11 Ifill Top.
315 14 11 Colo Vale.

192
260

11 2 
7 11

4?3£4
10

IS 9 
6 S

Mittagoiig.
Tiowral. 
Moss Vale. 
Exeter. 
Rundanoon. 
Wintccllo.
( barber’s Creel:

Marulan.
Towrang.
Goulburn.
Brcadalhane.

05
OH

00
Oi



APPENDIX XX.YL—continued.

fituiions. ^ e " rf e z
jz _

^ Puy}

llnzorback __Uunnihf . ,,,,Jerrawa.........
Yasa .luriction .. Yasg To'\ Jisliiji 
33owning ..........
Binaloug1..........
CAiOng .........
Cunniiiifar ___
Harden ............
IhurutnbuiTAh 
]Jemondrille___

Total Salnnes 
and WajrpH 

E.^peikdltitrc1
1897.

67
2
4
(J3
1

11
4 
'A

£ 3,
290 15 
58G 10 
315 13 
445 S 
237 15
3S8 11 11
500 17 5 
304 17 i 25 0 0 

1,14ft 1(5 11 
332 2 C 
293 4 0

-Vo. Of 
Tkkofcg issued.
1837.

197
2,173

rise2,2558,320773
1,421

540
5,939
4,015305

Kovpnnc from 
Titkota and 
Coaching 
Traffic.

1897.

GOODS.

Out. j In. 
Tons Tons.

COAL. Other Minerals,

£ 9. d.46 0 2 4 101,059 1C 0 1,493 1,61010G O 1 102 ! 711,528 13 10 83fi j 1,0241,735 13 8 832 1,830335 14 1 1,055 [ 545

3,135 IS 9
3,091

79
1 2 1 10

1,145
2,409

B02
9,5333,273

1,191
654

1,003
8,320243

Nubba ......................£
Wallendbcen ..........4 9 009 3 9 1,501 464 3 2 2,903 657
Cootamundra .............. 19 1,163 4 15,fi0S 0,810 2 9,861 8,485
Bethungra ... . 7 414 10 3 1,284 356 16 7 1,000 895
lllabo........................... 2 289 0 0 7ftl 201 12 1,772 800
Junee .......................... 22 2,12.1 16 8 8,740 0,201 6 3 4,;9S 4,492
Harefield ...................... 4 312 10 3 471 13> U n 2,551 233
Jiomcn ..................... 3 193 14 U 447 310 15 3 2,427 211
Wagga ......................... 15 1,231 14 10 10,606 7,733 0 2 In,021 15,434
Uranquiritv.................. 3 270 10 8 1,264 227 II 5 2.JS2 236
The Hock .................. 4 342 5 4 2,250 716 W 4 3,814 1,049
Yerong Creek.............. 3 293 0 0 1,003 609 6 9 2,045 4!j9
Hent>......................... 1 170 U 0 1,812 731 7 5 3,732 930
Cukvairn......................... 5 437 15 0 3,474 1,503 11 7 3,530 1,054
Gerogery ...................... 11 464 15 11 1,203 335 4 8 1,547 351
Tabic Tnp ................ 2 147 10 0 004 320 0 3 TPS 184
Albury ........................ 21 2,324 7 0 18,531 10,753 4 G 13,379 18,010
Camden ....................... 2 270 10 0 6,000 3,770 10 0 fi.243 3,353

WOOL. f[ ^T,STRAW 
AND CHAIT Hc^enuo lotal Earning*:, exclusisc of 

Special Efirmuga,

Out.
Tons.

| In. 
Tons,

Out.
Tons.

In.
Tong.

Out.
Bales.

In.
Bales.

Out.
Tmi’K"

In
TiucV*

Live Stock.

3897, 1897. 1896.

i £ 8. d. £ B, d. £ a. d.
. , 1 5 S 5 50 14 7 77 13 3

... .. | ...... f, 3,376 2 1 *14 2,430 15 3 3,400 ll 3 3,113 13 9
. . _ ........ 131 2 43 2 3 149 11 4 133 2 G

........ .. | 13 0 1,744 221 3 13 893 12 S 2,422 6 0 2,018 11 5

.... 243 69 I 2,009 2 43 4,240 fi 5 5,082 10 I 6,005 4 1

.......... 1 ... 1 3,289 13 4 CS2 17 11 1.018 12 0 094 17 0
G 3,931 14 1 2,551 7 8 3,487 0 10 3,403 9 7 ,

IS 2,364 117 n 423 J8 S 711 8 10 503 3 3 1
14 4 1,747 32 6 2,001 7 8 5,137 0 6 5,324 12 1
81 0 201 r, 15 26 7,008 Ifi 0 8,198 17 2 7,612 14 8

12 4Gi 60 rt 63 2 n 142 4 114 16 8

.......... , >3 6 .... 2,118 so 3 TlO 2 2 1,180 5 4 1,123 9 5

.......... 453 8 r,s 4,863 44 235 416 10.478 sir 17,238 11 0 17,813 4 4}
17 767 7 1 60S 7 8 G65 4 3 S10 1$ 4

6 1,287 61 178 6 4 370 IS 9 341 12 9
206 It 222 3,802 4 223 27 5 962 15 0 12,164 1 0 lO.GSG 11

11 Oil 0£0 150 4 0 235 17 11 183 $ 9 '
. .. 321 455 6 10 76(5 2 1 372 2 2

6 926 225 31 G.OGL 701 719 3> 23,050 11 0 31,092 11 11 27,Gil 7 10
;>33 02 7 87 0 2 31 i 14 7 207 7

.......... C 0 2,997 07 03 1,615 H 4 2,332 5 8 1,455 S G

... 1 6 2,601 4$ 5 364 10 0 D73 10 9 1,133 5

.......... 10 655 2 34 1,3-22 13 9 2.054 1 2 1,423 14 A 1! 4,030 25 0 1,251 16 3 2,757 7 10 2,713 5 7
134 30 . 303 O 5 643 11 1 405 12 10

J 1,13.> 19 2 14S 9 4 474 D 7 431 0 10 |
\. 630 6 693 2,317 11,91$ 45 27 19,452 7 4 30,205 11 10 23,325 7 *i
.......... | 411 10 25 17 08 3t S3 L,S25 0 5 3,595 10 ll 3,172 10 3 1

140 678 13 50 800 5 7 2,781 10 3,242 11 11 I
.... 1.061 1G7 2,220 80 4,935 G 7 6,051 10 7 0,300 15 0

2 3,811 1 23 2,630 6 10 4,14S n 10 4,10S 19 7
50 2,063 35 4 289 0 7 737 18 10 795 a 3

........ 1G 22 8,GIG 57 31 7,803 0 6 12,028 11 G 11,313 u 5

.......... 53b 9 16 11,735 20 46 11,073 2 10 15,769 13 3 17,020 7 SJ
2.550 10 21 455 ft 7 827 10 3 629 10 7

1,293 2,225 654 36 901 17 7 1,460 13 1 1,405 1 3
29 710 10 5,378 8 107 1 18,005 19 3 22,434 15 9 16,701 8 10
25 1,031 11 7,176 o 212 16,970 6 1 21,465 13 O 20,763 8 G

7 6 932 576 1 630 0 6 912 14 O 900 6 G
............... 32 O 2,551 24 318 IS 4,014 7 3 5,163 15 11 4,499 2 ft

6 19 73 28 106 17 7 393 8 0
2.472 17 71 750 2 5 1,705 7 11 1,605 9 10

i-13 2,7-23 17,600 2,532 235 165 14,082 14 11 19,244 12 1 17,766 10 -r4
2,023 22 11 444 19 1 595 in 2 446 C 3

6 40 5,400 4 182 2,349 12 0 3,739 10 3 3,471 l 0
5,736 2 50 1,012 13 5 1,732 11 11 1,663 15 4

............... 6 2,725 1 40 1,937 11 8 2,642 5 3 2,700 7
54 7,039 2 34 5,0G5 3 11 7,409 4 11 8,635 14 a*

493 467 13,014 215 104 13,033 8 1 17,049 8 2 19,159 6 5
13 1,263 3,$00 234 M9 1,457 3 0 2,573 1 2 2,175 17 6

133 939 0,892 20 DO 10,440 10 0 12,481 17 5 10,301 19 8*
13 234 3 51 1.437 12 2 1,090 17 11
16 1,833 01 1 46(1 3 8 593 0 5 273 1 s

Increase.

1897.

Decrease.

1897.

376 17 
16- 8

d. £ s. d.
26 18 8

6
10

190 4 11
82 5 0

G

7
187 ft 8

Stations.

Razorback.-i
Gunning.
Jerrawa.
Yasa Junction. 
YraS9 Towiihhip. 
Bowuiug.
BinaJong.
Galong.
{Cunmngai'.
■( Harden. 
Murrumburrah 
Dcnumdrilli'.
( Nubba.
1 Wallendbcen. 
Cootatnundra. 
Hctliungra. 
lllabo.
.rinieu.

Tarago 
Bungendorc.
t^UOaTibcian.
Michelago... 
Coonm ... . 
Young

418 14 
336 1

2.631
3,831

3,342
874

2,105
2,958

ll 4S7 2 5 1,520 1,468 0 0 1,233 T
7 <■>5 3 1 ■137 44S 9 3 1,170 | 7;
8 502 4 7 2,677 ,225 11 U 2,037 2,SI

21 730 18 ft 8,202 4,691 15 5 10,951 ! '1,0-
Koorasvatha................ 5 202 10 0 885 372 4
Coelac ....................... 9 303 17 s 1,652 559 15
Gundagai .. ............ 4 306 8 11 4,160 4,12S 10
Temora......................... ft 518 8 3 4,534 4,439 0
Old Juuee .................. 4 220 11 4 807 202 8
Coolaman . .................. 5 301 14 r, 2,002 1,140 8
Ganmaiu ...................... 1 94 ft !) 479 231 10
Grong Grong .............. 1 107 12 2 3/Ja9 955 ft
NarranUera ................ D 755 2 6 (1,503 5,161 17
Yanko .......................... 1 137 18 1 4ftl 150 11
Whitton......................... 4 231 12 0 1,467 lf3S9 17
Darlington .................. 1 141) ft 0 flft8 769 18
Bringapce...................... 2 130 U 0 643 704 13
Carrathool .................. 3 253 2 6 2,073 2,34 i 1
Hay................................. i\ 507 4 10 3.000 4,916 0
Morundah .................. 4 140 10 ft 2,065 l.llft IS
dcrilderie ...................... a 293 3 7 2,00 2 2,031 IS
Bemgan . , ,,,. .. 2 158 ft 0 741 553 ft
Walla Walla.................. 1 120 10 0 293 132 2

6.9971,100
6,787
7,520
7,867
0,084

722
1,142
7,330
8,29i

SOI
1,900

1.302 2,607 
13,418 

1.010 1,709 2,007 
700 j 4,94(5 3,895 

4,633 10.702 I 12,893 3,030 ]

5S0
1,310
8,822

423
2,307

9Hj
OOt

2,860
6,398
2,601

10,269
1,225

763

58 2 6i Bnugagee.
1,2.20 9 4 Carratbool,
1,299 18 3 Hay.

397 3 8 Motundafi.
2.176 17 8J Jcrildcric.
1,900 17 11 Berrigan,

32ft 4 9 Walla Walla.

CO
oa



APPENDIX XXVI—continue J,

Stations.
111! 
cs = 2 ^ ^ - Wagfcg 
^*vS Expenditure. 
0,0 e§ | 
y* —~fi

Total S&ltmeg and

1897.

No. of 
Tickets issued.
1897.

Revenue from; 
Tickets and 

Coaching 
Traffic. •

1897.

COAL.

Out.
Tons.

Fn.
Tons.

Out.
Tons,

In.
Tons.

Other Minerals,

Out.
Tons

In.
Tons,

£ 8. d. L 8 d.rt 10B 0 2 557 250 19 3 5 517 639
2 203 12 c 1,014 1,037 5 10 fijOGC 2,493
r, G35 10 8 141^24 2*094 17 5
7 7fil 14 rt 165,291 3,140 4 0 (i 12

S,vdenham .................. 16 1,732 7 11 WOOS 5,009 17 5 3,972 3,984 517 30,393 10 2,722y GS9 5 9 51,160 1,004 14 4 2 219
Arncliffc .................... 7 8S5 li 5 119,310 4,534 IS 4 41 1,262 5 740 3L 3; 337
Rockdale ...................... 10 843 14 4 175,770 7,530 7 10 08 4,491 6 1,374 290
Koararah ...................... S Q1S 38 1 125,084 6,903 0 B S3 3,377 42 934 19

4 f»30 4 0 52,008 2,633 1 6
Hurstaitle...................... 13 1,432 14 3 92^69 5il04 9 5 15,SU9 3,930 2,930 01

3 217 11 10 18,059 1,237 12 6
Oatley......................... 2 18+ 15 0 7i003 430 10 0 14 06 .......... 102 . ..

3 371 14 0 7,020 425 16 5 18
Sutherland ................. 4 431 7 3 17,089 3,203 19 9 1,S53 1,432 1 90 7 12
Heatlicote...................... 2 159 0 0 1,744 141 3 9 105 IIS ( G S93

3 315 fi fi 1,003 120 10 1 S4
Helensburgh.,.............. 4 537 0 M36 1,199 IS G 1,802 4,033 I 115,844 11 '
Otford ........................ 2 303 0 0 2,042 222 12 1 1,103 110 1 ___ 1 ....

o 123 7 4 2,130 225 12 11 5 71
43:i 12 () 2,fi4l> 25 L 2 fi 571 415 41,588 .......... ....

1 109 4 0 2,450 206 14 s
Jtulli ........................... 4 542 0 0 101780 1,633 1 9 3,232 3,255 10,081 11 553 13

2 249 4 0 3,13S 32G 1 4 122 1,224 O 75n m
Corrlma! ...................... 1 ISO 16 6 3.846 443 14 9 1,3S7 L335 13,100 376 ' '9
■IVollongong.................. IS 1,591 3 G 19,078 3,912 7 ll 1,250 6,033 1,059 9,514 249 2,209
Unandcrra,*.................. 3 103 0 0 3,fi5i 636 13 0 516 782 G 307 1,936 17

8 336 13 0 7,391 1,315 12 4 n
. .

1,736
Albion Park................ 3 207 8 0 3;f)00 831 0 2 3!ti31 l,7fiS '271

4 117 0 0 2,440 529 9 7 2,4S9 6*7
Kiama ......................... 5 396 6 11 91348 2,271 4 S 4>^8 2f6Gl 2 1,1SG 382 24

n 135 4 0 5,130 rt.*r» s 5 1 030
o 211 3 4 0,S46 i.r.sn is 10 2,413 1,654 319 73 I

Non ra ........................ 2 253 17 3 8’479 2,912 S S 2if)ll li()3S 470 04 253
Marrickville.................. 3 255 15 4 55,468 2,623 11 1 1 2

2 147 7 n 27,493 970 10 3 2>Q 619
Bchnorc. .*..................... 1 !)3 12 0 S,19S 470 fi 1 1.373 03 637 S3 10 1

Harrig Park ................ 2 302 10 2 37,093 2,03 i 16 7
Parramatta .............. 1G 2,273 7 0 200,953 14,732 15 0 7,377 12,619 12 6,420 155 332

2 2J0 6 & 0,251 444 10 4S4
4 Ml 7 0 8,191 657 13 a 3 920 22
G non n 4 0j970 9S6 19 6 10 S45 *>5

Rooty Hill.................. 4 534 10 10 6,900 1,049 5 1 IS.127 1,773 10 414
1 130 0 0 2,381 375 ti in 1,049 7

St. Mar\-’s.................... 4 560 7 1 7^240 1,182 13 11 25i2S0 5,444 0 015 124
3 355 IS 7 1,211 1ft3 O rt C,05f) 524

Penrith.......................... 25 2,927 17 8 16,233 3,803 12 11 3,937 4,755 1 1,231 179
4 523 11 5 2,140 420 10 7 1,475 2,705 820 17,467

Glcnbrook...................... 4 339 1C 11 771 124 n 9 536 148 7
7 415 10 0 3,230 7G3 12 1,445 172
2 292 0 0 1,021 181 8 30 189

LftWBOU ...................... 4 43512 7 5;214 G76 13 !> 89 733 99 33
Wentworth Falls .... 4 400 11 0 3,283 557 3 2 63 1,427 14G
Katoomba .................. 3 793 2 1 11,345 2,330 8 0 763 1,474 704 137 30
Elackhoath .................. 5 4 87 1 D 5,692 SK.9 17 0 253 lifiSS 312

...

7,210

LlS

Clifton.
South Clifton, 
Thirroul. 
Rulli. 
Hellamhi,

536

2 69 2,876 15 3 0,819 3 2 6,505 5 0 263 18 2
■2 2J7 19 1 774 12 7 771 17 11 2 14 8
G 0,247 S 7 7,663 0 n 4,9+2 1 4 3,520 10 7

G4S 5 5 1,179 1* 7 1,510 12 10 1 SO IS 3 Albion Park.
2 5 443 2 0 972 11 7 051 1 7 21 10 0 Sliellharbour'

13 791 5 1 3,065 0 9 3,155 12 1 1 90 2 4 Kmtna.
1 556 18 8 1,192 7 1 1,192 14 V 0 7 0 (Jerrlnfi:o^K,,1 1,560 9 8 3,150 8 C 3,16+ 13 6 34 5 047 730 6 10 3,6+2 15 6 3,880 5 8 237 10 rt Nowra.

1 14 0 2,621 fi 1 2,143 11 is 481 13 111 Marricki ille.4 30j 175 10 3 1,146 12 G 779 3 3 337 9 3 Canterbury.1 2 1 10 10 477 15 11 432 8 S 45 7 3 Relmnre.
2,086 10 2,103 9 7 16 13 0

10 548 4,060 G 2 10,393 1 2 10,237 IS 1 155 S 1
11 191 9 7 615 19 8 536 0 G 93 19 2 Wentsrorthvillclo 412 17 G 1,07U 11 2 1,060 0 2 10 2 0 Seven Hillg.4 3,953 1 7 4,940 1 1 8,105 8 4 8,105 7 3 .Biacktoivn.

2 fi 51G 8 11 1,505 14 0 1,079 7 2 113 13 2 Flootv Hill.
1 2,591 9 4 *2,879 10 2 1,319 11 0 1,559 IS 8
9 45 2,003 8 S 3,191 7 7 3,107 11 G 83 16 1 St. Mary’s.
2 7 249 13 7 412 14 1 39S 14 1 14 0 0 Kings wood

53 96 2,501 0 8 0,301 19 7 6,179 6 5 125 13 2
8 3 1,053 16 11 2,074 13 G 1,020 12 3 44S 1 3 Emu Plain?.

35 12 4 160 4 1 145 0 3 15 3 10 ftlcubrook.
1 12 005 11 0 1,309 3 6 1,302 12 7 66 10 11 Spring wood.

35 3 1 21G 16 8 637 11 2 420 14 6 Linden,
6 414 7 0 1,121 0 6 1,230 3 9 115 3 4 Lawson

10 490 15 9 1,053 18 11 959 0 10 94 IS 1 Wentw'rlh Falls
5 G2 2,803 5 8 &J3S 14 2 5,390 11 11 251 17 9 KatOOmba.
1 43 1,117 10 11 2,074 17 1,899 17 4 175 0 1 I+lackheath,

CO



APPENDIX XXVI—confimted.

Stniioiis.

Mount Victoria 
Hartlev Yale
Bell....................
Clarence ..........
Ziff Zag..............
Eskbauk ..........

p lafchpow , .
Boivenfcls .. 
'NVallcrawanu
Bydftl..............
Tarana ........
Lock el ey . ..
lireivongle <..,
Baklan ..............
iCcl^o..................
Bathurst .. ..
Perth..................
George's Plains
Wimbledon ___
Ncu’bridge .,,.
Blavney..............
Iifilhlior|ie..........
Spring Hill 
Oiuntre ..........
Mullion Greek . 
Kerr’s Creek...
Wurno ............
Stuart Town...
Mumbtl............
Dripstone . ■..

3 c E
ill
c'f'2

!£; a.m

Total Salaries 
and 

Wages 
Expenditure.

1897.

No. of 
Tickets 
issued.

1667,

Revenue from 
Tickets aid 

Coaching 
Trafilc-

1857,

GOODS.

Out.
Tons.

In.
Tens.

£ p. ci, 
S5S 12 0 
140 0 0 383 17 0 
343 13 7 * 
fi(5G 13 10 

2,D37 13 3

5,710 j SM 1 
CGQ ! 

3,114 j 
142 I 

ftr762 J

2,208 G 
223 11 
13G 4 
C24 1 

1G 4 
1.823 !)

2C1 4 4
3S7 G 0 

l,2Sfi 3 G 
570 10 10 
400 17 4 j 
278 30 0 1

2,805
1,207
5.517
1,7S7
1,SS3
1.053

1,054 7 4 
471 1 7 

1,610 8 10 
SIR 0 4 
SIO 14 8 
200 4 0

SOS
2.077

320
830

5,738

2,307
0,084
1,041
1,401

835
434
37G 
424 IS 3,810 10 
3S0 11 
302 14

8 10 
7 4

' 300
503

3,117
020
400

2,350
301
230
275
327
21S
249

13 7 
O 4 
5 0 

11 8

1,575
530
752

21,023
2,020
1.078

32 J 
123 
4G-5 

11,800 
573 
823

b 3
4 2
5 3
5 11

11 5 
10 5

1,100
3,773
0,039
4,030
3,765

80,033
1,056

44G
1,779
2,710
1,115

041

192
1,173
3,041
1,24ft

G45
10,039

4 3 
17 4 
12 5 
0 8

207
92

551
933
310
199

13 C
13 5 
17 O
14 11

2.3G2
1,974
2,214

12,413
2,068
2,283
1,095'
3,i45
4,042

11,183
5,051

18,110

829

213
2,019

COAL.

Out. J In, 
Tons. Tons.

Other Minerals.

Out. [ In, 
Tons. I Tons.

HAY.STttATV, 
AM5 CilAl'F.

Out,
Bales,

3,573

11,946 ! 76,705^

293
22
13
69

* 10,141

GS2
831
871
790
14S
519
152

1,509
38,894

1,(137
111
103

1,508
2,1$]
3,1)05
2,528

17,053

10,150
6,293

30
523

2,11j

1,783 
241 

1,61 i 
220 
935 

1,310

141
CI

431
1,092

394
H67

02 
3ft 
42 

121 
183 j 
Sd 
31 

220 
10,423 

51

21
421
557

5,432
3.492

S
1,373
'*100 

3 
]

'“36
100

1,701
7

In,
Bales.

j Out.
| Truck* Trut ki

Revenue 
from | 

Goods and Lit c i 
In. I I

Total Earning*, exclusive.of 
Special Earnings,

7,278

1G

2G7

3 : 
15 
17 

788 
150

14
143
140

1,160

131
G3S

07
G85
102
540
157

1.44-2
2,969
1,423

67
2.13

1,119
519
190
429

1,174

320
3

2
1,043

3
2

45
94
38

349 1 
24-1 
277 
107 
SGI 
370j 
97™| 

385 I 
406 j 
737 
437 
780

20

1897. 1897. 1896.

£ s. d. ' 
GOO 11 I , 

[0,491 4 0 | 
197 5 3 i 

1,038 11 11
’ib'is.Vis"!

6 SO 0 4 
1,873 6 0 

657 7 2 
DSC 14 0 
01 12 0

KM 310
148

1,003
301

1,320
395

5S1
RS 

4,175 
20,123 
1,054 

l£i 
63 

1,872 
2,727 
3,004 
4,371 

21,490

17 0
0 9 
3 11 
7 0 

15 5 
7 2 

10 10

2,058
0. 714 

393
1, CG2

16
15,011

l.bfT
1,157
2,083
1,172
1,747

351

S. <L
17 8 
lo 8 
9 0 

13 8 
4 5 
7 5

£ s. d. 
2,863 10 1 
5,719 7 fa 

254 0 2 
170 3 10 

15 11 10 
16,312 5 2

Increase*

1817.

7 4
i n

15 4
7 0
8 S16 G

2 8 
3 7 

11 0

900
206

4,G41
36,992

1,433
473
200

3,046
5,709
4,253
6,016

32,480

5 9
13 11 
32 2 
12 31 

(1 30 
3 7

944 14 
1,004 14 
8,897 6 

784 7 
1,473 3 

059 IS

£ s. d. 
95 1 7 

905 8 2 
139 9 1 

1,492 D 10 
U 12 7

Decrease.

1697.

£ s. d.

1,300 17 0
109 13 2 | 
752 7 11 |

388 0 0 
274 5 1

913 11 1 

'bos i“7

Stations.

Mount Victoria 
Haitiov Vale. 
Boil.
Clarence.
Zitr Zag. 
Eskbuitk.
Lithgow.
Boweufels.Wailerawaiig
Rytiftl.
Tarana.
Lockslcv.

7G5 6 1
21S 2 2 

3,136 ft 7 
35,630 4 2 

1,594 11 6 
396 8 0

14U 19 S
1,505' 2 7 
1,362 3 9
“'si*15 '7

11 S 3

151 4 Sa

15 1 
14 1 
4 0 
3 4 fi 11 
1 10

241
3,252
5,494
3,216
4,673

32,007

& 11 
2 31 

10 1 
C 1 

11 3 
14 6

DC
43

404
1,326

392
132

14 1 
6 7 
3 11 

14 5 
19 8 
1 3

303
135
956

2,260
709
331

18 2 : 
17 1 ' 
2 5 
7 10 ■ 

16 3 i 
16 2 '

20-1 
213 
720 

2,462 
660 
37 G

8 2 
7 3 

IS fa
17 10 
U 7. 
10 U

16 9 2

27-4 13 11 
1,036 17 3 

342 12 8 
472 7 4

S>» 10 0
226 3 ii 

“49 *2**1

77 10 2 

*26-2*lb’‘o 
"•m’is 10

Brev-ongle.
Raglan.
Kelso.
Bathurst*
Perth.
George’s Plains*. 
Wimbledon. 
Neu bridge.
Bl&y ney, 
Milihofpc. 
Spring Hill. 
Orange.
Million Creek 
Korrig Creek. 
Wnnie.
Stuart Town.
Mumbll.
Dripstone.

CO
QO

Welluiffton
Mary Vale............
Gourie ................
Mumsmbidgorio.
THibbo ................
>'arrominc ........
Trangie .. .. 
Ncvoriire ...
Nyngan ........
Girilambone. 
Coolabab .».

1,411
370
234
273

1,976
466

2 11 
16 C 
8 0 
O S 

12 5 
8 9

304
724
099
190
179
2S9

7 3
17 11 
17 3 10 O 
10 10 
13 ft

6,153
1,137
1,597
1,182

11,846
3.0S1

4,676
283
443
311

9,137
1.833

2,303
4,075
7,708
1,270

783
1,018

1,871 
5,500 
5,934 

061 
703 S : II

3 8
1 3 
9 7 
8 5
2 7 

17 3 
12 7

5
11 11 
17 9

0,590
2,242
2,175
1,112

13,310
7.811
4,592
0,180
8,027
1,4G.5

7.12

0,070
340

1,872
21ft

10,559
1,077
2,207
5,852
4,232
1,497

520
1,870

11

SCO 
1ft i

10
124
64

52
060
IS

81

2,856
223
592

1,763
18,016
7,422

1,924

192
278
112
47

fill
GOG

G1

67

13.403
40,243
10,014
7,071
2,204

11,155

11,052 10 7
310 IS 9 
669 12 5 
153 14 7 

24,030 18 8 
3,900 15 G

15,728 14
594 0 

1,11S 2 
405 3 

33,774 1 
6,709 12

14,377
473

1,840
814

32,740
5.400

2 4 
19 10 
IS 10 

9 5 
10 7

2 10 I

1,351 ll 11 
120 0 2

1,027 10 S 
393 9 11

73
133
102

7
4

86

3,808 S 8 
10,017 17 3 
11,507 4 3 

3,101 IS 8 
1,047
3,OSD 1 10

5,0.40 1 
22,17S 4 
17,441 1G 

4,0GG 1G 
1,812 O 
0,032 13 0

5,069 15 DL 
22,355 15 7 f 
14,926 
1,019 
1,745 
0,071

10 54

6 0 ' 
17 7 I
13 2 j 
5 9 I

2,515 10 2 
2,155 18 10 

GO 13 2 
561 7 3

233 II 10 
349 0 5

177 30 ll

Wellington.
alary \ u'e. 
Oemie.
Murr’mbidgeric
Dubbo.
Narromme.

14 1,292 5 4 1 5.542 10,557 9 ft 1 11,636 19,253 398 420 47,417 1,154 418 46,091 14 4 57,549 4 1 01,229 18 li 3,GS0 14 0i
3 Q | 7,751 J jl04 0 <1 1 40,441 2,530 1,255 71 17 13 43,373 1ft 0 44,477 19 2 40,940 11 3 5,408 11 ll"
1 107 2 Si l'0fii 312 8 7 f 16'407 ‘398 436 .... .... 2G0 0 165 10 5 478 5 O G02 2 0 'l23 17 0
6 392 1 11 | 11^167 2,197 14 5 i 8,014 3,744 S03 703 270 1G 1,094 14 5 4,102 9 1 3,946 11 2 245 17 11

45 0 0 SO 5 17 4 ’ H 2 ... 3 5 0 ft 2 4 220 3 1 211 6 9
Richmond . ........... . 7 423 10 6 . 9,054 2,514 2 & 1 7,371 4,455 256 226 26 15 ltG5S 4 5 4,172 C 10 4,fi2S 1G 7 366 9 0

3 277 1 S j 640 112 S 5 230 1,015 26 4,241 261 29 8 « l.GSl 14 11 1,793 18 4 3,144 17 7 1,350 10 3
7 271 1 7 1,377 60 .> 3 1 1 1.300 2,370 13,764 734 4,597 9 017 1 Cl 0,1157 S G 0,722 O 7 4,537 2 10 2,1S5 3 0

12 279 9 0 1,953 P-tft 1R 0 603 101 1,323 4 1 1,71X1 17 5 2,6S7 15 5 2,808 2 1 iso y s
1 IfaS 34 10 552 410 1 21 247 227 22 35 603 3 8 144 17 5 554 IS 7 118 IS 5 436 0 2

13 732 7 7 5,756 0,553 13 8 7,G10 8,499 l.OM 53 35 19,702 24 19,BSD r> 1 26,477 IS 4 22,304 10 10 4,113 7 6
4 223 1 10| ].<SoS 617 9 4 l|706 1,013 106 G 9S3 3ft 0 1,370 0 1 1,0S7 9 5 1,806 7 4 181 2 1

Mnmlurama.................. 3 199 12 2,033 565 Ij 10 | 1,433 2,011 15 13 Tfa „«l.... 111 3,492 12 G 4,058 8 4 3,025 ft 3 1,032 1ft 1

Trangic.
Nevcrtirc.
Xyngan.
Girilambone.
Cuclabah.
Byrock._____
Bourke.
Riverstone.
Mulpravc.
Windsor.
Clarendon.
Richmond.__
Viper's Hat. 
Capcrtee. 
Itylgfcone. 
hue*
Mudgcc*
Carcoar.
Mnmlurama.



APPENDIX XXVT—eottdnual.

Stations,

£ sfg!
5£ ij I Total Sularius
"BY and
§ g =1 Wnores
-3 ~ I Exiiendituro.
S? .5

Jo iuihisrbt ^VonJsrock
Cowra..........Uorenore ,, 
Molon^ . *^liimldia .. J*nrk<;3 , ,.
J'orbes ..........
Uoj.iii'*; Gate 
IfermidalB .. 
(Joliai1. ..
Slwuiow Hank 
itydo ... ..
Hostwood .,.. Cai-ling'orJ. . 
licccroit ... , 
Thornlci-j-hIlornaby^ .....
Cortan ..

o o i 1897.

& S. d. 
190 9 0 
23S 4 
003 9 
208 14 
308 2 
143 0 
675 35

Revenue from
No. Of Tickets ami

Tickets Coaching
l=3UCd. Traffic.

1897. 1897.

GOODS.

3,462
1,727
4,466
1,17s
3,403
1,010
0,003

£
276
715

2,937
279

2,012
527

5,32$

<J. 
13 S
J7 3 
2 6 

19 7 
10 3

650 4 
133 16 
104 0
453 12 
223 1$
454 f>
2IJ2 0 
‘ii:. 16 
3 53 1 
250 15 

1,203 5 
247 2

3
1 '

ll.
10 I f

5,001 
1,2TS I 
1,075 1 
5,125 , 

l-^OSS \ 
13,772 

’14,00 s 
22.CS5 I 
9,650 

11,017 
44,703 j

4,03$
SQ5
$11

7,006
1,055
1,12.)

S$1
1,751
1,047

$07

6 4
7 4 
7 10

12 6 
4 7 
2 1

Out. In.
Tons. Tons.

2,107 5S2
3,709 1,052
$.005 ' 4,547
3,396 622
4,437 2,997
0,662 1,045
9,016 14,293

COAL. 1 Other Minerals.

Out.
Tons.

In.
Tons.

4,749 | 
1,331} 

<03 
2,400

4$6

7,223 I 
11,364 

1,103 
13,272

*'l^SOd
13 1 J 
4 10 
3 3 ; 

19 0 1

1,393
2,353

45L
5,427 I 
1,569 I

Wuhroonjra.......... 1 2 103 19 10 21,094 1,573 8 6 - 1,295
Turr.miurra.......... .... 2 303 1 C 20,340 1,393 13 5 1,447
Tji'tble ............ .... a 195 32 0 29,159 1,707 3 4 480
Gordon ............ 2 265 3 0 10,503 710 5 4 312
LindSeld .............. i 91 (> 0 15,113 841 10 4
ChatsivooJ .......... 3 293 1 s 82,604 3,426 17 10 363
St. I^eonarilg,, , . • i 202 16 6 30,90-1 1,262 7 10 1,040RiV Road ............ 1 140 0 0 11,121 35) 17 10 21Mils m's Point.. ...: 0 75S 35 2 147,450 7,576 3 6 2,693
Hawkcsburv .. . .... 4 475 17 0 3,732 755 7 L 1,099Woj Uoy.............. o 209 IS 11 2,215 452 9 4 98Go^forri ................ .. . G G34 3 2 4,719 1,593 13 6 3,007
Ourunbah.............. — 7 463 1 10 2,182 342 1G 3 3,742
Wj-ons ............ 5 414 12 6 2,933 740 3 2 $.669'V yee . .. .. 2j 200 0 ll 843 171 0 ft 1,419
Mornsett.............. . . ;> $53 17 0 2,076 ■142 6 4,38$Asvaba ............ i> 230 0 u 2,257 240 10 0 7,0631 ns^ifern . . .. .... 3 3H 17 0 3,144 394 1 432
’I oral na ........... . .. 4 <127 10 6 11,530 SM 3 9 60
Cods't* Creek . .. 9 551 G it 20,152 1,133 3 (i 541
Adam^town .......... d 465 1 0 19,356 1,330 12 8 491
Ncivcastle.............. 115 13,205 15 4 81,283 22,814 4 45,537
llonctsuckle Point . 16 1,923 6 0 30.5SS 3,383 6 9 5,001Rtmook It.land . .. .... S7 4,743 11 5 . 551

7,02ft
43

2,813
551

2,332
1,244

Hamilton.................... 2t ; 3,037 15 9 1 40,035
Hamilton Weighbridge 2 324 16 3
Waratali............ 10 ' 1,257 14 9 1 27,193
Hexham ..................... 10 I 909 12 5 la, 50ft
Tarro ...................... .. 2 229 3 11 | ft.S.Hl
Tnornton ................ 1 | 130 0 0 j 1.S44

3,061 15 7
2,25.1 19'*4 
1,821 16 11 

403 11 4 
136 1 10

414
T,2il

452
264
009

3SS
S72
230
619

1,045
__  320_

$85
36,440

2,235
40,233

7,054
5,7$7
1,994

’* 3*050 
2,422 

207

12 1
36 J

°22 j 1.249 
$,974

I
243

269

OUtw
Tons.

45
4$ |

In.
Tons.

WOOL. IKY.STJUW. 
AND CHAFF.

Out. 1 In. 
Bales. [ Bales.

Out.
Trucks

In.
Truck*

245

1,766 I

249
1 I

401
6,090 |

'"$3 |
1,52$ 7 51 ' 30
4,220 ........... I 40 1 33 147
1,440 G 5H .... Gi
5,44$ ........... t
6,218

...........! »l
132

5,719 52 | ,, .. 295
4,183 7 254 .... 3$
4,419 107 .... 1.73
1,35$ 00 .... 453

3,160 * 2*594 | " 'h 1,72$
1,417

G
20

269

(i . 
2,451 ;

23 |

526 11
1,705
2,715 

42 
40 

7 i
6,632

2,454,093
90
93

7,102
1,397

2,444,00$
1,567

___ VJ02
483

1,012
27

IIi"h street ..........
West Maitland.. . 
Farley ....................f/)ciinL\or .......
Allandale................

a'242 I
550 j 

7,302 
2,424

___50 J
2

* 995 
120

1,241 5 81 33,9/7 i 3,$94 12 3 4,741 j 1,427 2,94$
461 IS i) 1 35,729 1 2,096 1 10

3,053 13 32,234 S,0l9 11 s 13,012 1 11,882 73401 15 o 1 983 I 110 14 5 93ft 355 2,5S2
SSI 14 11 1 1,636 * 722 3 0 427 | 414
140 5 o j 1,531 204 10 4 1,454 2ui

43
*747

' 'is
145
149

9,727
$66
201

31
__ 74S
1,420
j’ftOT

035

. Revenue
from

Goods uud Live 
Stock.

1697.

Total Earjiuiff*:, of
Special Harmuys.

1897. 1898.

Increase.

1897.

Decrease.

1897.

Stations.

£ s. d. £ 3. d. £ s d £ 5. cl. £ s. d.
1,223 G 105 3 739 3 $ 1,015 17 4 8$£> 11 5 120 .ft 11 J/vndhurst.2,019 104 202 1,561 16 ll 2,277 U 2 l.SSG 11 10 441 2 4 Woodstock.

11,260 48 113 43 9,809 10 It 12,885 3$ 4 11,883 19 3il 1.002 H <>i1,220 205 2 G75 1G 10 955 16 5 719 3 11 280 12 0 Borenore.
5,666 90 23 5,457 7 u 7,4G9 17 a o.sis s 4 1,153 8 11 Mulong.
1,430 100 4 596 12 6 1,12-i 9 7 320 0 9 .104 8 10

10,094 103 232 18,214 14 9 23,543 5 10 18,292 0 3 1 5,250 10 7 Parkcs.
22,422 l 2U f 12 235 17,306 3 2 21,941 9 0 20,982 19 3 1,011 10 J Knrbes.10 1 30-2 2,ft01 9 2 3,366 16 G 3,356 1G G Bogan’s Onto,184 27 3,G61 19 4 4,506 7 1,078 7 7 3,427 19 7 Hermidalc.10,142 1 262 41,205 18 8 48,212 11 2 42,052 10 11 0,160 0 3 Collar.

.................. 1.055 4 7 5)47 0 H 108 3 11 Meadow Bank.
59 592 10 o 1,71ft 12 3 1,058 12 9 r,c 19 6 Rjde.
y 831 7 0 1.223 0 1 1,085 10 0 127 4 Eastwood.

74$ 3 7 2,499 S 5 2,176 14 2 822 14 :( Carling-ford-
1 137 9 G 1,234 12 9 1,100 16 0 183 10 0 Ucecroft1 41 915 13 7 1,813 13 1 1,055 19 1 157 14 <1 Thornleigh.

131 3 603 4 0 3,300 5 4 2,575 19 5 730 5 ( Hornsby, 
t Cowan/

■ ■ G52 16 o 2,226 4 9 1,940 1 9 233 3 0 Wabroonga.
24 647 1G 7 1,941 10 0 1,506 a K 43ft 0 4
20 008 11 1 2,375 14 ft 2,001 IS 7 373 IS 10 1 tVinblu

1 150 13 2 569 13 G 7.15 7 8 131 10 10 Gordon.
. $44 10 •1 625 0 G 219 9 10 LindJRdd.

................... 65 1,33$ S ii 4.809 6 i 3.677 11 9 1,131 14 4 Cliat’.-.voOfl.
2 5J 2,979 9 11 4/241 17 9 2,570 17 1,671 0 7 bt. Leonardo

1G 10 5 373 a 3 332 G 1 n o J Hav Itoad.
4 0G5 13 5 8,242 1 11 7,(MG 15 T 1,195 ii i) Miison's Point.

1 2 213 9 G 00$ 30 7 030 13 c S3 3 i Haw kesbury.
148 IS 5 C01 7 9 441 11 0 159 16 0 Wov Woy.

7 583 1 10 2,181 14 4 2.1GJ 19 ;i H 15 i Oosford.
3 O 30$ 14 4 tyl 10 7 547 17 sft 103 13 "2' Ourimbah.
2 e 1,312 10 3 2,052 ll 5 1,954 7 2 93 4 3 Wsong.

82 S O 253 $ 5 71 Ui 5 1S1 12 0 Wv'c.
i 370 14 10 S02 0 It $51 G 3 10 It 8 Morrisset.2 2 1ST 3 4 428 2 10 491 10 0 20 0 4 Awaba.

87 14 5 481 15 G 489 12 2 7 io 8 Fassifern.
9 19'J 7 9 1,003 ll G 881 3 3 122 8 3 Teralha.
5 5,00.1 1 9 0,518 0 0 1,232 4 jj 5,280 41 Cockle Crock

44 2ft9 12 6 1,610 5 2 1,025 7 St 020 17 Adanutown.72 65,213 250 515 149,034 14 10 171,393 19 1 145,478 10 0 25,920 3 1
7“ 213 4,512 11 7 7,395 15 4 0,771 18 8 1,123 16 s Honeysuckle.

-- " .... 16 8(0 2,40) 11 9 2,463 11 9 532 2 ■j 0 7 i Bullock Island.
10 468 7 H 4,130 3 0 3,314 7 5 815 16 ■ Hamilton,

„ ! do W’bridsro.
1 32 501 10 7 2,757 13 ii 3/23$ 5 Si 1 420 G 04 Wnratah

16 20 655 14 0 2,477 10 11 2/234 12 si 242 18 21
43 15 40 17 10 504 1) 2 431 7 0 73 1 a Tarro.
10 43 0 r. 179 8 3 13G 12 *4 42 15 lOA } Thornton.

412 22 1,859 14 7 5,764 IS 10 4,SOS 13 04 955 13 Pi East Maitland.
2,090 1 10 2,201 8 s; L03 0 7|1,134 1,310 903 64 13,014 1$ 6 21,034 10 2 18,391 12 0 2,G39 17 s

... . .... .. 1 2,010 6 2 2,121 0 7 1,637 1ft ft 5~3 5 4> Farley.

.... [ .... 1$ 234 ];. 10 556 IS 10 631 9 4 n.> 9 (i Lochimar.

.... .... i 22$ 5 11 522 16 3 490 12 ii 26 4 li AHandah'.

CO
SO



APPENDIX XXVI—continued.

Stations.

' 5
^ = 3cog c» c ii
'e ^ •5^,2
d S'H
K SJJ}

*OruU................
•liranvUm .... 
‘Whittingliiun .. Sinfflctoti . — 
Glennie's Creek
Havensu’Oi th 
Mu&vvellhrook 
Aberdeen .. .
Scone ..............
Wingcn........
Btandford .... 
MumirunUi
Aidglcn..........
^V’Jllov., tteo .

■ ■■
^Vcrna Creek
■OnrrabnliulA
^Vest Tam worth 
Tamwoi'th. . 
Slaoribi . ..
Moo! brook . 
Wnleh.i Hoad 
Kcntuekv .
Uralla.............
Annldalc .. 
Dumarrsq . 
Black .Mountain
Gu.jra ...........
Ben Lomond .
Glencoe ...................... 5
Glen limes .................. 14
Dundee .........................
Deepwater .......... 11
Boliua ...................... .
Tenterfidd ... ► -.. . io
Jcnninse .. 
IVallsouU .. 
Morpeth.. - 
Ijreeza .. 
Curlew is .. 
Gunncdnh.. 
Uofyalji'I 
Baan I?oa . ..
Narrabri^ "West 
Xarmbrl ....
Moi*ec................
Lis more ...........
Victoria . ... ..
Queensland ___
South Australia 
Cook and Sons..

Total Salaries 
and Wmics

Exj)cnditure.
1897.

illcvenuc from 
No. nf | Tickets and 
Tickets | Coaching 
issued. . Traffic.

1897. J 1897,

£
485
497
ms

M!>1
12;>

1
9. d. 
14 10 I 

X (J 
G 0 | 
7 9 
o n ,

3,819
2,885

711
12,091

425

£ h. d- 637 8 2 801 0 2 
805 14 3 

5,200 1 10 
115 17 9

GOODS.

Out.
Tons.

289
2,083

152
5,551

475

In.
Tons.

1,019
Lina

SI
4,S2l

236
0 r 2(>6 17 ;> f*3 112 17 U ! 416 1 105

23 I 1,182 0 7 6,389 3,518 17 2 1 2,920 ( 3,9C9
0 416 1 4 2,441 099 L0 6 9,278 1 1,962

12 I 019 9 7 4,191 2,549 9 19 | 2,018 1 3,680
7 1 317 0 2 031 174 14 n 701 134
2 1 225 0 0 492 215 15 31 39t | 355

15 1,309 2 0 -V>$6 1,690 S ■ n 425 1 1,353
4 , 503 9 2 05) 133 15 ■Ll 200 , 200
0 1 519 S 11 843 329 13 51 1,016 | 903

13 9S9 6 4 4,S04 3,069 S n * 8.216 i 4,190
HI 1 1,231 17 O 4,130 2,432 5 s 5,268 | 1,119
5 355 JC 0 1,267 472 3 2 2.431 ‘ 57$

COAL. Other Minerals.

Out. In. Out. In-
Tons. Ton*. Tons. Tons.

131 24 17
48 2

‘ i.vioa 790 _27
703

2li
;,27G

321
S
G

693 12 S 
1,259 5 3 

377 7 0 
205 IS 13 
430 15 5 
Ifil 0 0
533 14 S 

1,930 2 4
1..................
f 169 15 0 

232 10 10 
155 17 10 
213 1') S 
801 17 10

l..................
) 343 6 i
[ " 607 *2 "S

664
7,455
1,031

33')
1,252

417

350
8,019

301
368

1,237
13G

6 10 | 
14 11 

3 7 |

2,350
7,064

250
472

1,273
706

l!

10 
~ 8 

1 
33 

2 
4

693 19 
1,171 7 

300 19 169 10
70G_1
330 IG 
132 2 

1,705 18 £0 8 
HO 1 

LOOT 15

40 L 
0,838 

417 
1,533 

279 
2,826 
1,847' 

160 
32,766 

803 
615 

4,020 
3,734 

737 
5,838 

629 
830 

21,445

1,483 
8,5 IS 

23 
183 
732 
230

7 3 
17 11 
3 G 
6 8 

17 10 
1 5

2dS
5,233

5G
946

47
2.539
2,200

f>3
1,335

490
264

3,352

14 8 
17 9
13 5 
0 0 
4 6

14 0
12 9 
10 1 
7 ll 
S S 
3 4 

IS 5

3,342 
9,749 
3,437 

161 
1,051 

433
1,760
0,197

2,390
4.7SS
1,239

3,933
10,072

997
251

1,356
300

12 22
102

54

WOOL.

Out.
Bales.

33
32

111
21
24 I 

0,843 I 
2.S17 | 
4,090 |
m

1,074 |

2,334
S>017

136"
28

107
101
12

46" 2"

“'g6

244 
844 

4,187 
7,652 

SO 4 
2,411

30 273 12 14,488
1,213 25 95 711 11

23 1,430
464 96

3,539 ....
1,701

333
936
280

1,916 | 
9,260

107
4,957

1,358 | 
' 2,2 }l I

1,210

' 1,040
790 I 

4,891 I 
10,823 

925 
1,960 1 
6,332 |

3,476
G.67S

14,060
455
99S

3,249
3,135

251
10,017

302
1,242
4,634

9 5
15 7
16 J1 

3 4 
7 7

36 8

1,920
1,360

13,954
537
3)7

32,025

3,133 
1P4 

14,4.W 
1.419 
1,387 

32,025

1,304
817

IS
1,100

102
1,174 I

7,052 I 
44 4,43$

' iso I 
2,148 ! 

073

231

' io 1,140 1 
*' G3 I

150
890 1 

2,448 .

S I 
29 I 

1,318 I 
7 

13

Gp.and Total 2.090 ' 202,833 2 7

25,40$ I 
3,137 I 
1,091) j 
3,715

83,27610,650
4,167
2,510

3 7 
16 4 
12 2 
6 0

10,202 I 7,620

3,651,151 1,028,520 7 1

13
356

1,567

222
9,553
i'ioi

15
123

62

KAY, ST II \ "W 
ANDCllAl'F Itcvenue

from
Goods and Live 

Stock.

1097.

Total Earnings, exclusive 0 
Special Earnings.

f

Increase.

1897.

Decrease.

1867.

Stations.
Out

■| ruck*
In.

Tmcli 1897. 1896.

£ s. <1. £ h. d. £ s d. £ s. d. £ s. d.
0 540 15 9 1,3S4 3 11 1,£02 S 11] 413 5 0] Greta.

"43 11 062 4 5 1,523 10 7 1,502 17 4 39 6 9 Branxton.
7 1 106 5 $ 471 19 3 471 2 4 1 0 17 4 Whittingham,

149 44 3.283 15 8 S,4S3 17 0 9,028 10 544 12 Singleton,
4 2 111 8 4 227 0 4 *212 5 tl j 14 14 5 Glennie’s Creek.

1 t>9 3 5 212 1 2 189 10 0 22 1 S Ravcnsworth.
67 4,335 14 3 7,854 11 5 7,953 10 10 93 19 5 Muswellbrook.

2 4 15,553 6 10 16,652 17 4 15,472 14 1 1,030 3 3 Aberdeen,
41 10 3,605 5 3 0,154 15 C 0,319 11 6 164 10 O Scone.

1 3 151 19 4 326 14 3 310 0 8 10 13 7 VVingen,
1 5 1 266 16 0 482 11 3 423 15 S 53 15 7 Blandford,

9 10 2,043 12 3 J,GJ4 1 0 3,533 8 11 100 12 1 Murrurundi.
0 1S1 3 0 314 IS 2 234 9 9 80 8 5 Ardglen.

io 00 999 11 8 1,23!) 1U 1 1,133 3 y 101 6 4 Willow-tree.
47 11 7,139 4 7 10,208 13 4 9,101 17 9 1,0-lG 15 7 Qmrimli.
70 3 1.922 (. 7 4,354 12 3 3,599 4 8 755 7 7 werns Crock.
67 5 644 7 10 1,010 n 0 712 17 2 303 13 10 Cltrrabubula.
10 fi 4,812 11 0 [ 5,192 17 4 4,75S 10 10 434 0 0 VV estTamworth

416 34 13,540 19 3 1 21,666 14 2 20,302 17 2 763 17 0 Taimvorth,
92 27s i 9 679 7 4 743 0 1 ios is 9 Moonbi.

1 153 3 4 I 322 1 8 273 1 3 49 0 Woolbrook,
1 2,715 0 2 $,952 13 10 3,SC7 11 4 $5 7 6 Walcha Hoad.

295 8 2 1 431 17 11 414 1 1 17 to 10 ........... Kentucky.
18 8 3.952 10 4 1 5,436 3 7 1 5,170 19 9 259 3 10 Urn.il a.

387 23 15.100 6 11 , 2'{,019 4 10 28,277 6 2 341 13 S Annidate.
23 3 6 . 22 8 7 0 14 11 . ' Dumnresq.

l1 1 251 3 S 431 9 4 | 383 2 4 51 7 0 . 1 Black Mountain
139 1 1,218 13 T 1,051 ll 5 . 1,544 10 3 407 1 2 Guvnv,
is f 276 u 2 | 506 G 7 1 459 17 6 40 <J 1 l Ben Lomond.

19

035

174
526

3,449,035 1,449,035 2,832,055 ' 2,332,055 I 94,494

i I
94,494

1,939
1,053
7,900
8,397

577
77,007

* 341

>,439 . 202
1
1
1

199
'22$ I ?

! 2

104
20

0
9

11,287 11 10 

" Ifibl 3"g 
*' 5,752*19^0

3.143
1,339

47,941
1.144 

05-2
8.2V

15 < 
12 6

405 2 
10,471 9 

66 13 
2,(SJS 

47
8,342 13

3 6 .
4 0 1

3,403
1,383

48,370
3,685

010
11,570

17 1 
17 9 11 11

344
GO
42

004,227 664,227 20,071 20,071

2,203 13 0 
104 3 8 

32,032 0 6 
1,591 12 8 
3.052 G 0 
5,754 12 l

3,339 2 8 
416 2 3 

<12,0:>0 8 4 
1,393 16 0 
4,204 12 7 
9,789 8 1>

1.S47 3 1 35,123 6 8
10,050 10 4
4,167 12 2
2,540 0 0

1,054,270 $ 8 2,932,796 10 9 '

361
1,7047

63
3,493

4$
8,339
1,923
1,145

42,S23
005
016

19,144

14 5 
7 11 

13 0 
16 0 
19 7 
12 4

0 10 
19 5 10 8^ 
16 0 
14 0 
7 5

43 7 7

3 12

675 18 
18 0 

858 ll 
1 15

Glencoe. 
Glen limes. 
Dundee. 
Deepwater, 
Bolh ia. 
Tcnteriiold.

3,324
708

4S,f>33

12 4 
17 3 
0 0

6,496 15 2

1,475 16 
237 18 

5,553 1 
729 8 
270 1 

3,425 1$
14 9 11

1,393 16 0 
4,204 12 7 
3,292 13 7

292
0,433

15 0 
5 S

Jennings.
Walls end.
Morpeth,
Brccza.
CurJewis,
Cunnedah.
Boc’g'abri.
Barm Baa. 
Narrabri, West. 
Narrabrl, 
Moree,
Lismore.

26,845 8 9
7,920 2 5 
2,879 10 7 
2,402 17 4£

3,277 17 31
2,736 13 11 
1,283 1 7 

143 8 71

Victoria,
Queensland. 
South Australia 
Cook and Sons.

2,784,486 14 4) 240,203 14 2^ 47,958 17 10 !

i
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APPENDIX XXVII.
NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS.

Bet urn showing the Appointments of "Railway Employees from the 1st July, 1896,
to the 30th June, 1897.

Bate. Name.
i

Position. I Jtoto. "Remarks,

1890.
21 Sept.) Cromack, Cecil II,

Chirp AccOhiTAvr’s BnANCif.
Apprentice derk ..........] £30 per annnml I7ce S. Solomons.

1890. Tiiafi-ic At ditor's Branch,
1 July | Tucker, Charles R..............
1 „ | Fisher, Edward "W. .. .
2 ftept.1 lloavey, lloibort J............

99 Oct Croon, Charles A...............
7 Rro. Kcllv, Kdwaul H................
1897. j

1 Jan. ' Eonam.'s, Ucnrj \\. .. .
11 ^ William R.................

17 Dimond, Patrick F, ........
l-s „ Lovell, Aivliie S.................
IS ,, lla'gorty, Mjehaol L'.........

Apprentice dork..........
Apprentice clerk ___
Apprentice eleik ___
Apprentice clerk .........
Apprentice cleik .........

Apprentice clerk..........
TiafHc auditor .............

Api went,ice dork .........
Apprcntieu eloik ..........
Apinentico duik......

SS^rZlf^nsfenodftom^rt-t.
£30 iier annum- Vice G. Hatton.
£"[} per annum! Vice U, Wolin&ki.
£7i0 per annumi ]rice S. Morgan.
,£30 por annum! 1Yrp(! H

sbTOOperannuml Tiansfurred from the Auditor-Concrars 
| K. J. Sheridan,

£30 per annum Vice F. CaUcr,
C30 pei aimiimj 
£30 [ipr annuui.

Department, tied

1806 EnginkumvChm;? i m: Em^timi Lim-s Ejiamcu,
1 Jul\ I^ntj \i lUiam A.............................. Apprentice clerk ..
0 Pguhjui, Pelei ............................... Labonier.........................

21 „ F'-litiei ..........................
Jl ,, MuFftddon, John ........................... Pei ller............................

7 Aug.. T.aiikshcar, Charles......................... Offloo-boy ___ ..
14 ,, Gavcnlock, Chatles. J...................... Labourer ......................
10 ,,
29 „
28 „ Itrough, John............................. Pettier...........................

4 Sejjt Wood, jo^eph .............................. Pettier............................r, MoKerwr, lhaliick..................... 1'vttlcr ............................
u tl l-Jlis Walter................................ Telephoiii’dmv.........
15 j | Xorlon, John J, ,, ................... Ganger......................
18 „ Bicmiau, Joseph........................ Pettier................... .
18 ,, Castle, Alfred ................................ Lahpiucr ......................
n „ Pardon, John ............................ Fettler............................
‘J1 ,, Miller, Charles ......................... Petti or............................

Perkins, John................................ Feltler...........................
22 Burley , John , ........................ Pettier .....................
2 Oct. Thoma'i, Jacob................................ Labourer........... ...........
y ., T^rer, Fredeiiek W ............... Office ho\ .....................

v\ „ James, M'ilham....................... Piltei's impiover.........
10 „
ii ,>
14 „ Norton, Wdliam ........................ Labourer .......................
14 >f Jackson, John J.......................... Lahmner....................
14 „ Eveadon, ThoiiuiS ....................... Laboniur ...............
m „ APGnnn, Mn harl ....................... Lahnuro>, ....
17 „ How loir, Thomas ..................... Lahmirer.............
31) „ Mavo, Alfred E ........................ Lahnm er......................
V) ,, Lamb, <;oorgo.............................. Fencer............................
10 „ Jc}ison, John ......................... Lahmirer....................
20 ,, hOL'Juin, TlionnS.......................... Ofllee hoy ...........
27 ,, Dean, Frodeuek............................ Lahmirer.......................
29 „ Maudslov* Jatnts............................ OflH‘0 1)0> .....................

2 Nov. Forward, Reginald N..................... Office bov . . .
10 „ Levitt, Waif ci M\ C................... Olfice bov ...............
10 „ Bl'adlev, Wiihain .rolm ,, .... Labourer .......................
21 „ Wareham, George ................... JjMbmirer ............
2,9 „ Tninlcy, John......................... Labourer ................
27 „ Moir, James . ....................... .. .. Shophov...................
27 „ Richard1., Robert Hem y ............. Shop bov.....................
23 „ Howe, Michael............ . ,, Labmuer.......................

.n Dec. Radcv, Thomas .. ................... 1'cttler...........................
5 „ Harding, George............................ Pettier ..............

11 „ Jlurmi', Robert ........................... Labourer.......................
1897.

1 Jau. Lewis, llonrv................................ Labourer.......................
16 „ Wa]t< r», Percy................................ bcUlcr .........................
18 „ Lane, Fi’ancis ............................... Vet,tier .....................
18 „ Maw'hv, Ham ............................ OJlirC boy .................
27 ,, llvnes, Thomas ......................... 1’Vtllcv ... ................
17 Feb.
3S „ Moir, Peter ..................................... Bov ............................

n Mar. CrOmnck, Ellen ............................ nilRc cleaner.............
w „ Sinclair, Edwaivl ... .. Labnoru' .............
12 ,, Whifehuid, Stdiiey Austin Jv___ Olliee boy ...................
ir; „ Moslem, James............. ................ Labourer.....................

I April Cantwell, Lawrence ..................... Labmin i ...... . ,,
1 i, f'iiillis'an, Timothy ......................... Labourer ...................
1 Williams, Francis ........................ Teibonrcr .....................

13 „ Hmpcr. Lawrence......................... Lnbouui ......................
33 „ Hall, Charles .......................... Labourer......................
13 „

30 ,, Madin, Bernard ............................ I abourer ......................
30 „
30 „ Pont, Geoige ................................ Vector.........................
30 „ ftPCn-d.er, Bernard............. Felller .......................
30 „ I Imniai, .lohn........................ Ketller............. . ...
30 „ Arcliaid, George........................... I'otllui-.......................

S M.IV Uvan, Michael ........................ T^bmuxr ...................
12 „ Spooner, Hairy ............................ J/ibonrer
12 „
17 »» Johnson, Anton E....................... Ofliec hoy ......... ....
18 „ Chini’lull, Edward....................... Labourer ............... ,.
18 „ Rafter, I’redenek ................. . Office hoy.....................
38 Rofes, Geoige.................................. Labourer ...............
?,S , Cavan, Uliailes................................ Labourer .................
28 „
31 ,, Lane, John .............................. Vettlor.........................

I) June Aubrey, Edward....................... Messenger . ...............
11 „ Morc-ei, Finm-i', J, ........... . . , Labourer.....................
1^ »» Coombs, Vi dliam.......................... 1.abourer...................
25 „ Mullins, John ............................ Labourer ......................
25
25 lt Freeman, John ......................... Labourer ......................
25

r aim 
ilav , dar . 
day . 
day 
day . 
day . 
day .

inn Vice A. Davies,
J7fi! T, Kcilcv.
IVce J. Suthoiis,.
Vice J. Almlom.
Vice V. ^Yoods.
Vice M- Keepers.
Vice J. Ci au ford.
I ice J. Wilson.
Transferred from extra staff. 
Vice J. Fci'iguson. 
l»c G. Unrgoss.
Via* H. Lmiainy.

A. Marshall.
Vice W. Iked.
Ti’ansferrcd from extra staff. 
Vice E. Hollow ay.
Vial G I'atmi. 
rn» E. Swccnev.
Vice H, Reynolds. 
kVec H, Lanjfford.
1 ice F. Paisons.
| Transferred from extra staff.

Vice *T. Dcacom.
Wee C. Erime.
I ire J. Taiy.
Vice H. Dymond.
Transfeircd from extra staff. I'o’f1 E. Ai'Nuff.
1 or J. 1L Martin, junior.
j-Trimsfcircd from extra staff.
n> J, Lociirin,
Vtcp T. .Steel.
Vicp ,1 Matthew's 
Vice W. Forward.
VrCJ F. Doan.
Vice W. O’Dricn, 
lYce T, Jlroviji.
Translerj-ed frotu extra staff.
| Vice W. F.iw'cett.

Vice J, Ilcarnc.
VU'p. T. Erkorsley,
Vke W. Mabbott.
Vice J. Mitchell.

(V0 yiei da> .,, 
7/fi [irr da\ , . 
7 6 ]>er day ... 
2/- per dav ... 
'<,6 per day ... 
2/- per dav ... 
'ii pordav .. 
29 ■ per week. 
O'O p'-r day ... 
i - por day ... 
0/(1 ]fei day ... 
H- perdav ... 
6/0 por day ... 
7/ per day .. 
0/0 per day... 
7/0 per dav ... 
0/0 p'ir dav • • - 
0 0 per day ... 
0/0 per day . 
It- per dav ... 
7/- per day . . 
7 (I pci* flay . 
7/(. per day, . 
7/6 poi dav . . 
7/0 per day . 
0 (■ per day ... 
o o per dav .. 
0-0 pei day .

per dav ... 
Ci 0 per day ,,, 
2/- pci dav ... 
o/G per day .. 
0/C. per day ., 
(I 0 per day .. • 
7/d per day.. 
2/- por day .. 
0 0 per day ... 
7/- poi day ... 
(i’G per day ... 
0/6 per day ... 
0 (i per day... 
6/0 per clay ,,,

Vice S, Dn\or.
IT-re M. MeGann.
Vice l3. McKcrvcy.
Tice W. lillis.
Vice C. Ear rack.
VJrc J, Maudhley. 
lici?J Noonan.
Transferred from Extra Staff, 
Vice W. I hoinas.
Tier \Y, lirown 
Vitp M. Call re j.
Vice K. Tyrcr.

^j-Now opening', Borrigan Line.

Vice G, Dowlmjf.
Vice Ij. Williams.
Vice S, Cai-son. 
rice Ct. Puckett.

\

jvN"e\sT opening Moree Line.

J
Vice T. Green.
IhVc W. hllliott.
Vi cr J. Iln\.
Vice P. Prucn.
Vice J. White.
Virr J. Do,\Ie.
}\ce C. M’Carthy. .

|smv opening, Parkcs to Bogan Cate.

Vice E Lvons. 
Vice H, Wehli, 
Vice !t. Smith 
1 ice J. Morgan.

j-New opening, Parkes lo Bogan Gate. 

I’icc T. Fleming.

113—1'



APPENDIX XXVII—con tin uni.

Date. Name. Position Rate. Remarks,

1806.

0 July Braun, Samuel CJ............................
8 ,, Ireland, Rupert............................

10 Hetlipel, Charlc*...............
10 H Fraser, Henn J...............................
10 H Rose, Hiurh ................................
10 Wilkins, Henrv J............................
10 O’Cmii! ell, John............................
10 Fislicr, Sidney............................
10 Russell, Will nnn T..........................
10 Alexander, Albert........................
10 Murphr, James............... ............
10 ii Skcchan, Daniel.................
10 Steel, Montague...................
10 u Lancaster, William......................
10 „ McAlpine, Robert .....................
10 .. Mood, John C................ ........
10 .. Smith, William A. F...................
10 u Kim hi, John ___
10 Wells, William . ...
10 McConvilic, Hinrh , ...
10 Fink-stone, Clauilo ...............
10 u Hawes, Charles R. .
10 u Walker, Arthur ..
10 ,, {ribljs, fJeorge 11. .» 4.. ...
10 u Council, Timothy ............
10 Farrell, John............................
10 Moms, John................. ...
10 i, Reid, John ..............................
10 U Conway, Christopher.................
10 Holloxx, John ............................
10 Hammond, Arthur......................
10 ,, Barrett, Richard ............. ...
10 SclhjJohn ................................
10 Austin, Richard .
10 fl Kaxaiiag-b, James ... . .
1(1 T\ itcII, Henry..........................
17 Reid, >Uthexv.....................
17 Rodgers, John................................
17 Lusk, Aithur ........................
17 Smith, Thomas 0..........................
17 Kutcliito, Enoch.........................
17 Wilson, John ...........................
17 ,, Healci, Patrick.....................
17 Rome, James .......................
17 Lunncv, Edward___ , ,
17 Paterson, Duncan -. . .
17 Troxallion, George
17 King, Edaaiil . ..
17 Richardson, Ernest
24 u Anderson, Archibald . . .
24 ,, Kax aniffh, John ..
24 u Kerr, Edward .. ___
24 u Daniels, John..................... .
21 Jones, Alfred ..........................
24 Black, William .. ...
2t Lewis, John . ..
2L Stride, Kidin'}............................
14 ,, Smith, Thomas F...................
24 Bryant, Ijcshe . ...............
24 M‘Cov, ClutloS ......................
24 Key, i'erev..............................
24 Kelso, Ernrct .........................
24 Hoi*Sheld, William .................
24 ,, Portoous, Phillip..........................
24 ,, ITakcn, Ccoife............................
24 Hill, Joshua ............................
24 Payntet, Henry ........................
24 M Coodfellcw, Janies ... ,,
24 Ra\by, William ...............
24 Carnithcrs, Hcnn . .............
24 Monk, Charles........................
24 Exans, George .........................
24 Raper. John___ ... ,
24 Hurley, Patrick.....................
24 J , Merritt, Walter ......................
24 Dax'isou, William ............
24 Hall, Richard , ...............
24 , fisll. liiclurd...................
24 Middleton, Charles . .. .
24 Smith, Nicholas . . .
24 Phillips, Geo E ..........................
24 u Howa’ith. Frederick ,.
24 ,, Pike, Charles .. ...............
24 ,, ItohiTison, Henry W........................
24 Dixon, Walter ............... .
24 u Pettit, James ................
24 u Little, Albert ...........................
24 , , Sharp, William...........................
24 M Reidv, John................................
24 M Matson, Alexander............. ..
24 Poll, John..................... ,
*2.5 Thomson, Alfred.......................
27 Hill, James .. , ,, , ,
2S Crowe, Patrick J .....................
3t ,, Wilson, Henrv ... .. ..
81 ,, Boa, Andrew......................... ,
31 ,, Quick, W illiam . .....................

r> Auir. Edwards, William H.................
ll Chsscld, Lawrence C................ .
12 Vaughan, Horace .... ....
18 Sxvinfieid, tioorge W. . .
21 ,, Montgomery, Robert , ...
21 1) How earth, Hcnrj . .
21 Smith, Stephen ..........................
21 .. Platt., William .. ..................
21 Ingli5!, William J........... ..........
21 Buchanan, Geoige .. , ,,
2L JJ Warren, James...........................
2i Bonner, Charles ...................
21 Haverd, James.................... .. . ,,
21 Pearce, James A ......................
2t Turner, John .......................
21 Whelan, William.................... .
21 Munro, William ........................
21 Goodwin, John................................
21 Brady, Thomas..................... ...
21 Allen, CtmsLopher........................

Chief Mechanical Engineers Rrancii

■Ayiyirentice..........
Fvielirmn.............
Storeman . 
Black smifcli
Car-builder.........
Cav-bnikicr ..
Cai'-buikler........
Labourer...........
Laboiirei 
Labotirei-...........
Labourer.......................
Labourer . ...
Labouior......................
Labourer.. . .....
Lnller...........................
Painter..........................
Painter . .............
Pamlm's assistant . 
Painter's assistant. 
Painter’s assistant .. 
Painter’s assistant .. 
Painter* assistant . . 
Pamiri's assistant . . 
Painter's assistant .. 
Painter’s assistant
Labourer.......................
Examiner ...................
Piiolmim ...............  .
Fuehiian.......................
Oasmaker...................
Labourer.......................
Striker..........................
Labourer .....................
Ijaboiiror . ..
Rlue-puntoi . ...
Pud man ...................
Turner ...............
PiltDr............... .
Fitter .....................
Roilcnnakcr...............
Stiikei ................... . i.
Fitter........................
Labourer.......................
Fitter..........................
Fnulmai]........ ,.,
Kittoi . ..
Fneiiir»li . .
Storo-bo.i ..
Oflicc-boi ...........
A})jnpntif‘e.....................
1’lttOL . . . .
Crane attendant .. . 
Sliop-boy . ...
MouJdcr . .. .
LiLourei . ,,
Apprentice . .
Appi entice . .
Apprentice . ...
Apprentice 
Ajipi entice . . 
Apprentice .
Apprentice.................
Apprentice . ___
Apprentice . . .
Apprentice .. .
Apprentice...................
Apprentice .. .
Apprentice....................
Apprentice .. ,
Apprentice.................
Apprentice .
Apprentice .. . .
Apprentice ...............
Apprentice . . .
Apprentice.................
Apprentice....................
Fitter ........................
Labourei . .
Ofiice bey .
Labourer ...............
Boilermaker . ...
Fitter’'. inipTn\ev 
(.Meaner . .
Cleaner ...............
Cleaner .. ..
Boilermaker . . .
Labourer . ,.. .,,
Machinist .. .
Cleaner .................
Office bov.................
Fucbnui . .....
Fuelnmn ...............
Apprentice ir, .
Apprentice. . ...
Fitter .......................
lioilennakur . .
Car builder...............
Hammer bots 
Apprentice 
Apprentice , 
Apprentice . 
Examiner .. 
painter's assb 
Oiler.

.stant

Jjabourer . 
Labourer . 
Cir builder
Striker ___
Labourer .. .
Striker.........
Boilermaker's 
Fitter ... 
ilessentrer .. 
Fuclman .... 
Fuehiian.. . 
Boilermaker 
Boilermaker

assistant

lOd. por day 
0/C per day.. 
7/- per da> . 
10/- jiei dai 
10. per day 
30/- per day 
S'- per day 
7/- per day 
R/- pei day .. 
7/- per day . 
7/- ]>er day . 
7/0 per day.. 
7/-per da} .. 
7/ per day 
T'-perdaj . 
10/- pci* day 
8/- per dav .. 
7/0 per day . 
0/ pei da} .. 
0/- per day .. 
0/- (ter day .. 
0/- p*r day .. 
0/ per dav ..
(!/• per <ia} .. 
(!/ per day 
7/- pei day ..

: TrtJ per dav.. 
. 7/- per day , 

7/- per day „ 
S/- per day .. 
7/- per day .. 
0/0 per day .. 
7/- per dav 
7/- per (Ij\
0/ per day . 
7/- per dav 
10/pcr day 
1]/- per da\ 
10/-per day.. 
10/- nor day 
7/- per day .. 
10.’- per day 
7/- per day .. 
10/- per day 
7/- per day .. 
HV- per day 
7/ per day . 
4/- pei day . 
b/(i per day.. 
hi per dav . 
10/- per da\ 
fir- pei day .. 
hi- per iiaj . 
8/- per day . 
7/- per dav . 
Fi/- per day 
Fi/- per day . 
a/- per dav . 
f'/- per dav .. 
Fi'- per day 
'>/ per day 
F>/- per day .. 
i}- per day . hi- per day .. 
Fi/- per day . 
hi- per day 
f«/- por day .

per day 
n/- per dai 
5'- per dav 
*’/- per dav 
hj- per dav 
o'- per daj 
•hr per da\
.V- per day 
fi/- per day . 

10'- per dav . 
7/. per da\
0/0 per dav 
7/- per dav 

10 - per dav 
7/- pc’- day 
7/ per dav 
7/- per da} .. 
4/0 per day 

10'- per day . 
7/- per da\ . 
8/ per dft\ . 
7/- per dav 
.4/- per day 
7/- per dav 
7.'- per day . 
10d. per dav 
lOd per day 

10/- per du> . 
M per day 

l/ypcrdax .. 
2'- per da\ 
li)d per day 
n\l per dai 
!0d. per da}’ 
7/0 |jer da} . 
7/- per day 
7/0 per day 
S'- ]!«.-r day - 
7/ pei day . 
10/- per dux 
7f']icrdav' . 
7/-]>cr day .. 
7/- per day . 
7/C per dav. 
10/- per day 
3/6 per day .. 
7|- per day , 
71- jicr day .. 
9(4 per day .. 
9/4 per day ..

Vim J. Menries, 
Vice W Omj'ibell.

^Transferred from Extra Staff.

I

Reinstated, uVc R Wickham

j-Transferred from extra staff.

Tice TT Drcv e 
Vice W. Kemp.

r«v T. Robson.
1

^Transferred from extra staff.
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Date, Name. Position. Hcmarks.

1S9G.
24 Auff. 26 
*2S 26
27 27

28 
20 
31 SI

1 Sept. 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
\
1 
4 
4 
4 4 
4 
4
4
li 
1
7
8 
85 

1U 
1»10 
11 n 
n 
n
13
14 
14
34 14 
14 
14 
14 ir.
18 
18
19 
21 
21 
21 
21 
22 
28 
23 
28 23 
23 
23
23
24 
24
24 
26
25 
25
20 
28 
20

0
1 2 
3 
3 

12 
12 
12 
17 
10
19 JO 
22 
22 
23
23
24
20 
28 
30

2 No 
2
3

li!
10 
11 
12 12 
12 
13 
13 
15 
10 
21)

23
23
24
25 
27

Plunkett, John...................
O'Grndy, Stephen J, ....
Hunter, .fumes................. ' Cleaner
Stevenson, Arthur...........................1 Cleaner
Grant, WillLm................................Cleaner
Saunders, Thomas ...................I shop bov

Chirk Mkcnaxicai.
Cleaner .............
Shop boy...................

hXULS'KElt'li P KAN (Jit—CGUtinUC(f.

Mason, Robert___
Amos, William . 
Jone»r Evan .1 .... 
McDonald, Albert .. 
Cavanaph, KiuliarJ.. 
Gallagher, James ...
Kmkm, Henry___
Harper, John .. ..
Thomas, Joseph . 
Worrell, Frcdorirk .. 
Worrell, George P. , 
Vinmcombc, Charles
Qmnri, Charles........
Wallace, Henry .. 
Smith, Henry ,, ,

I Hicvcn?on, Maitlaml
I Samitiers, Ucorirc.
1 Darlington, Alfred ..

Cummins, Janies___
1 Quinn, Thomas, . ..

Kelly, John............
Kennedy, James . 
Gale, Thomas . .. 
Penfold, Walter ... 
Orcatroi\ William 
Homer, Arthur . ,.
Lane, Stcplien..........
Coffin, Allen ........
Walton, Wdliam .
Harris, Thomas ___
Wehhj AfbcrL V........
Kdlemian, William 
Keidy, Corndius ...
Hayes, Reuben ___
Yates, Samuel .... 
UftntJGy, Joseph C. , 
Pritehley, Josojdi ,. 
Wilson, William .. . 
liurkr, Michael . 
Green, Robcrl , 
McElhiimey, Thomas 
6fi Namurn, William 
Glunville, James R 
Nngrnt, Alfred K. . 
Nonnoyle, James .. 
Croker, Tliomas .. 
Plnvford, William .. 
Andrews, Alfred ... 
Mitchell, Alexander . 
MoFadycn, William 
Flint, George W. ... 
Carrutherg, Alexandei 
Rrmeklcy, Henry ..

I Tickle, Joseph . . .
i Greave*, Arthur .. 

McCredie, John . ..
Egan, Pat) Irk...........
bidden, Henry.........
Roach, Geoiprc It. ... 
Nhnmo, Matthew C, .
Peroy, JamuB R...........
Holt, Hugh M.............
Fellows, Joshua___
nigirins, Henry ........
Walker, Horace . ...
Hill, George R............
McKinney, James ..
Smith, George.........
Chapman, Frederick. 
Smith, Andreu J. ... 
Rub^ell, Horutio.. ..
King, Jtoheit ........
Furness, Frederick..
Shmilfcb, Richard........
Harris, James ...
Dax Ls, Claude ........ ,
Tfains'aorth, Hugh.. 
Rest, Ernest . 
Apjik-bv, Perr) 
JjljichaT), John p. .. 
Melville, William It. .
Llovd, Artlmr Ifi...........
IbohIioocI, lirnesc H. . 
Paltcisujj, Walter .... 
DaxidbOl), Ali’Minder 
Hannon, William .. . 
Ottaway, Alfred . . 
Kergiiboji, Robert ..,
Prosper, Harry.............
Shoil, Williaiii 
Rourjie, Frank . . ,,
Munday, AugubtUb ... 
M'FadRcan, Thomas .. 
Strange, Prank W, 
McNamara, Dosinond 
Nissi n, Thomas .. .
Rrookfc, James.............
F/irlcy, James.............
Reidy, Martin.............
Aslihurner, Henry W. 
Walliice, Houanl 
Jfowoll, Cliffnid . 
Rose, lid ward .,,, ..
Drown, Thomas . . 
Crouch, Henry .,,
J jay ton, Daxid.............
Wood, Newton .... 
Paton, Percy H.. ..
Goditard, Alfred.........
bano, George .........
Hutchison, David __

Shop boy ♦ ...
Cleaner . ..
Cleaner .............
Cleaner .... 
Cleaner ... .
Cleaner ...
Cleaner .............
Cleaner . .
Cleaner.............
Cloaner .... ,
Cleaner ...............
Cleaner , .
Cleaner .............
Cleaner ............. .
Cleaner...............
Cleaner ...............
Cleaner ...............
Cleaner .............
Shop boy.............
Cleaner .............
Cleaner .............
Cleaner ...........
Cleaner ...............
Cleaner ...............
Cleaner ...............
Cleaner .. ..
Hammer boy .... 
Cleaner ...............
Cleaner 
Cleaner 
ClUillKT 
('leaner
Cleaner ........................
Striker ........................
Gluancr ........................
Clcanui ........... .. .
boilermaker's assistant 
boilermaker's asiiatnnt
Cleaner .....................
Cleaner ...................
Cleaner .......................
Shop hoy.....................
Sprmgmaker ..
Labourer,.............
Labourer... . ..
Striker ...............
Cleaner.............
Cleaner .. ..
Cleaner .............
Cleaner.............
Cleaner .............
Cleaner .. . ,
Cleaner , ...
Cleaner .............
Cleaner ..............
Cleaner ..........
Cleaner .. ..
Cleaner .............
Shop boy .............
Shop boy.............
Apprentice.........
Apprentice ,.,.
Shop boy.........
Labourer.............
Fuclman ....
Cleaner .............
Cleaner .............
Call boy............. .
Cleaner ............. .
Clcimer ..........
Apprentice..........
T/ibourer...........  ,
Shop hoy .............
Apprentice...........
Messenger ...........
Ckancr ...............
Cleaner .............
Cleaner ...............
Approntici1 . .
Apprentice............
Applentice .. .
Apprentice............
Telephone boy .
Apprentice ___
Call boy .............
Telephone l>oy .,
Shoj) boy.............
Shop boy.............
Olfiec boy.............
Apprentice............
Shop boy...............
Office boy ..
Fuelman.............
Cleaner .............
Cleaner ...............
Apprentice.............
Apprentice.............
Clraner ............... .
Striker....................
Labourer...........
Apprentice .... 
Cleaner ...
Oiler........................
Cleaner.....................
Shop boy.................
ruclman ...........
Cleaner.....................
Apprentice.............
Apprentice ...
Shop hoy.................
Fuclman.................

I fl/- per day .. 
I 2 fl per day 
J 5'- per day 

fl/- per day 
(F- per day .

1 2'fl per day .. 
1/9 per dav , 
15/- per day 
i>/- per day .. 
fl/- por dai ,. 
fi/- per day 
0/ jhii day . 
'if- pLT ihy ..
h/i; per day . 
h/- per day 
fi/- [icr day . 
5/(1 per day , 
fl/ per day .. 
5/fl per day.. 
fl/- por day 
fl/- P<M' day ,. 
fi/. per da> ,

.. 5/8 per day .

15/8 per dav 
2/fl per day 
fi/ti por day 
5/- per day ..

| 5/- per day . . 
5/- per day . 
6,8 per dav .. 
fi/H per day .., 
5/fl pec day .., 
2/3 per day .. 
5/<J per day ,. 
5/- per day ... 
5/(1 por day ,. 
5/fl ]H.i day , 
fi'- por day .. 
5’- per day ... 
8/8 per day ... 
3 3 per day ,, , 
7/- por day 
"/- per dav . 
7/- per day ... 

. fl'- per day ... 
I 5/- por day . 

■ | 5/- per day 
■ 2/3 per day .

10/2 per day 
. 7/- per day*... 

7/- per day ,.. 
If- pur day .. 
fi'-per day .. 
5/- per day .. 
5'fl per day . 
5/- per day . 

.fi/flperday , 
5/- per day ..[ 5 (1 r"”

Ro-cmplojcd. 
Vice F. Bowman

jHo-employeil.
Fier J. Gou.
Firr J. Smith.

VRo-einployoil.

Rc employed.

I
)-Ro-cmployod.

Ro-cmploxcd, vice W, Peal 
Ke'Cinplojed, rwe lb Broad foot

j-Traimroncd from extra staff 

|Ke-cmployed.

► Transferred from extra staff

5 (1 per day .. 
f" 8 por day . , 
fi'-per day . 
ft/- per day ... 
fi/fi per day.. 
6/- per day ,.
1 9 per day .. 
2/0 per day ... 
lOd. per day . 
lOd, per day . 
3/- per day ... 
(S'G per day... 
7/- per day ... 
fi1- iwrday .. 
ft/- per day ., 
2<fl ])er day ... 
ft'- per day .. 
ft'- per day .. 
lOd per ilny . 
7/- per day .., 
2/0 per day .. 
■'HJ pei day . 
2- per day .. 
3/3 per day . , 
fi/- per day .. , 
4/-1‘ior day . , 
-/10 per ilu\ .. 
-,'10 per day . 
-/10 per day .
- Ul per day 
3 3 per day .. , 
-/10 per day .. 
4/- per day .... 
41- per dav ... 
2/0 por day 
2/3 por day . 
2/fi per day .. 
-/10 per day ., 
2/0 per day ,. 
2/0 per day.. 
0/C per day ... 
8/3 per day .. 
2/fl per dav ..,. 
■/I0 per day 
-A0 jxjr day ., 
2/8 per day ,,, 
fl/8 per day . ..
fl/fi per day__
-/10 per day ,. 
4|- per day .. 
7/8 per day ...
5 fi per da} .
2/- per day ,,. 
fl'fl per day .. 
3/3 per day .. 
-/lOpordav.. . 
-/10 per day .. 
2(8 per day.. ,

) Ro-cm ployed,

Re-omployod, rice A Knox, 
Vice G. Foil.

Ro-uinpioyod, vice E. Westwood. 
Transferred from extra stuff. 
j-Rc-employed.

Vice W. Walker.
J-Kg-employed
Fi'cc A. White.
Traiibferrod from extra staff.
Vice A. Nugent.
V*ce K TideawoU.
\ ice A. flilure.

Vice E. Smith.
Vice .1. R. Taj lor. 
Frcr 1’ Key,
Vice M. Etrail.
Via T. VlunlceU.

Vice J. KavanngJ), 
Vtcc D Robertson 
Vice \V. Orr.
Vice E. Richardson.

Vice K Treadwell.
Vice W. Wilson.
Vice L. Bryant 
Fire W Cameron. 
Tmusfciruri from extra staff. 
Vice J, .Sclilinker.
Vice J. Holloway.

I’iee A. Rainsav,
Fue j. Miller.
Vice (4. Campling,
Vj>e J. Smith.
New opening, Bcrrigan line. 

Vice W, Hawkins.

Vice \V. Passfield.



44

44

APPENDIX X.XVII—conthuifiJ.

Date, j Name.

1890.
1 Dec. Brennan, William ...................

Kandall, Sidney ...........................
4 „ Crawlev, Albert............................
4 n Brown, William............................
9 Terry, William................................

10 „ IIiehev, Frederick.....................
10 „ Walter, William .........................
in ,, (Harnett, Geoige............................
12 pt Binglum, Charles.........................
is „ Brown, Henry E............................
mi.

J Tan, T,etcher. John J...............................
, MeGmlei, Frank............................

T „ Stevens, Edward..........................
i „ Bennetts, Richard ........................

liriimt, Geoige .........................
IS „ Wallace, Thomas............................
IS ,, Sniiinoiis, Robert ........................
ss „ Hartley, Frederick........................
"!) „ Graham, Robert............................
21? ,, Thornton, Albert...........................
15 Feb. Adams, Samuel ..........................
16 „ Westbrook, Joseph.......................
10 „ Martin, Robert........................
20 „ Giblctt, Alfred................................
22 ;; Sutton, James................................
si: „ Gale, Walter ............................
1 Mar. Smith, David ................................
i „ Cameron, Porev............................
si Lovett, Frederick .........................

11 Bcardmore, William ...............
10 „ Haney, Geoigo .......................
10 „ Goodfellow, George .................
28 „ Arnold, William............................

1 April Auhrev, Francis .........................
i „ Niinmo, George .......................
i Grav, Reginald................................

Jones, Charles ..............................
« „ Mutton, Friend .......................
S „ Furmss, (4 oat go............. .

H Pieken, William .......................
m „ Woolfiier, Edvard.......................
16 „ Moses,, Edgar ................................
10 „ Funncll, Fiedcrlck ...............

Dm Ic, James ..............................
3 May Edgar, Albert................................
6 J M'Huyb, John J............................

IS „ Hawkings, Ernest ......................
20 „ Gilroy, Oscar ...........................

‘20 „ Blow ii, John .f .......................
21 „ RLngham, William........................
21 „ Kvan, Edwai'd ................................
?!7 Maxwell, Wdliam.........................
27 „ Pedersen, Emil................................
-7 M Apps, Janet ..............................
2' „ (Jnliuy, CTiarlos ............................

Tlmhrcll, Janies ..........................V „
4 -June O'Hrien, Charles D ...................

Hollier, O^car................................
Corkerv, James ............................

S f, Shulxirt, hid win ............................
19 „ Brown, Michael ............................
J4 „ Puff, Robert....................................
14 „ Hunter, John ................................
IV „ Sharp, RobertE...................... ..
21 „ Cunnmgton, Robert.................
2S „ Atkinson, Patrick ........................
28 „ Manev, Richard............................

1896
10 June O’SuilRan, Fannv........................
10 „ Reynolds, Cuihvune.....................
26 „ Taylor, Alfred................................
2ti „ Jamieson, Man ... .................
26 ,, Wood, Kmilv ................................
20 „
20 „ Price, Kate ....................................
2V " Colley, Janet ..................................
2 July.,

n
Rowland, Ceulia............................
Wauhop, Hugh .........................

4 „ Wlight, Charles............................
G „ Nicollc, William............................
S „ HcvtulE, Albert................................
0 ,, Htumbles, Arthur .....................

10 „ Gamfield, Rniily .........................
14 „ Uaves, Richard ............................
17 „ Hew stem, Miu Ellen.....................

20 „ ' Gardner, Emma............................
21 „ , Cox, Elizabeth..............................

24 „ Smith, John....................................
27 „ Cromack, Alfred ..........................
27 „ Clifton, Ernest..............................
2S All mark, Henrv............................
20 „ Forrest, James ............................
30 „ i Col lei, Goarire..............................
ao
3 Aug.

Barclay, William.............  ............
Fagan, Michael ...........................

0 Brown, John....................................
0 „ Pope, George Murtm.....................
n „ .Tames, Charles................................
12 Brown, Frederick ........................
12 „ West, Sidney ................................
12 „ Jones, Frederick............................
14 „ Brown, William............................
J7 „ McEwen, Nestor............................
1" „ Pringle, William......... .................
13 „
IS „ MeJamictL William .................
10 „ Hankins, Herbert........................
<26 ,4 t Booth, James ...............................
•20 „ Gale, Reginald ............................
2fi „ 1 Wilkin-iOn. William.....................
20 „ Frawley. William ........................

'Position.
I Rate. Remarks.

ClNTF MRCJIASICAL Ks’Ol.VELjfS UftASCII—cojUinwfic/.
Shop bo} . 
Cleaner .

Cleaner........
Hoy .,. 
Call boji ... 
Api^rentice . 
ApprontiLO .
Oiler............
Cleaner .».

Ijftbonrer...................
Shop boj.................
Kuelmou ...................
Cleaner ...................
Shop boy...................
Slu)]> boy ...............
Shop boy ........... ...
Mesaeus^r .............
Slioi> hoy.................
Call boy.................
Shop hoy...................
Shop hoy .................
Apprentice...............
J-'iiehuan.................
Shop boy...................
Apprentice...............
Apprentice .............
Apprentice.........
Apprentice , ;.
Labourer...................
Fuclmiin...................
Apprentice...............
Apprentice...............
Cleaner ...................
ClouTior ...................
Apprentice...............
Cloaner ........................
Shop bo\.................
Simp ho} .......................
Shop boy.....................
itoilcrmakci's assistant
Shop lx>y ...................
Cleaner .....................
Shop boy .................
Cleaner ......................
Apprentice.............
Shop bay.........................
Shop boy.........................
A ppi entice ..
Shop boy.................

Apprentice ..
Shop boy___
Upholstcrcs? 
Apprentice ..
Shop boy___
Apprentice..
i'uohnan___
Apprentice.. 
Cleaner ..., 
Cleaner ... 
Apprentice . 
Apprentice .. 
Cleaner .... 
Cleaner .,..
Shop boy___
Cleaner ....

2 per da}’..
3 3 per day 
3,3 per day . 
ti/- per day ,.. 
Aj- pur day .., 
41- per day ... 
-/IO per day.. 
■/IO per day .. 
i)/ti per day 
5/- per day ...

?/- per da}’ . 
e/' ix;r day .. 
n/Gperday . 
:$/;{ per day .. 
12 0 per day .. 
3-’3 pur day .. 
‘2.0 ]>cr day .. 
2/ per day.. 
2/- per day ..

:i per day. 
2/- per da\ .. 
‘2/0 per day ., 
lOd. per d.i} 
7/' per da}’.. 
1 .'9 per day .. 
lOd. per day 
lOd. per day 
11X1. per day 
KM. per day 
G 0 por day' . 
0/0 per day . 
10d per dav 
Mil. per day 
r).'- per day .. 
*2-0 pt-V day . 
■'10 per day., 
j.ti pur day 
*2/- ]K;r day .. 
2,'- per dai .. 
2/- per (la> .. 
7/ iier day.. 
4'* per dav.. 
fl/- per da}’.. 
‘2 0 pci dav ,, 
3/3pei day 
-/Ifl per day.. 
2/C per dav .. 
2'(i per iln\ 
■110 pur dsiy.. 
2/3 per day .. 
ti 6 per day .. 
♦/IO per day.. 
V- por dav . 
4'1- pur <hy .. 
-/TO iier day.. 
2/3 por dav .. 
*/lt> per day.. 
C/0 per day . 
-/ID pn day.. 
iV- per day.. 
6/- per day .. 
■fit) per day.. 
-AO per day 
2/6 per day 
4/- por dav . 
2/3 per day , 
5/' ])er d

V!ee H. Uuniell. 
Vitv T h^an. 
Via, IJ. Bussey.

Th'ce C. Bernherff. 
T7c^ J. Flannery.

Vice W. Williams

-Transsferred from Evtra Staff.

New opening Bertjg'an Lino.

Vice U. Raljih.
Vhc H. Hi^irins. *
ViVr .1 Harris.
Fw J. Henilossy, 

i Vice F. Lachlan.
Vice -T. Poplu.
Vice M, O’Sullivan.

V/rrThompson.
Vice A Lindlo}.
Vtec J. Harhnuss.
Vice J. Mrlutyrc.
Vice TL Hntohinson.
Vice A. ChccKem ui.Vice C. Cottlimr,
17ce K. Walker.
Viec IT. Goodwin,
T'iVt;Reid.
Transferred from l^vtra SbdT 
Vice J. F.arliy. 
bice W. Winspenr.
New opening, ilorcc Line.

Vtcc F. Hilej.
New opening, Moree Line.

Nr w n]\pnin", Moree Tone, 
Vice A Moir.

T'i'ec E. Fumuuk. 
bice IT. llubinsoti.

IVcfl W. Daniels, 
rice C, Dean 
Wee J. Nioholls.

Vi nr -l, Dihhg.
Vice V. Schroninr.

T’i>e J. Farnham.
Vice W. Walker.

])er day

CiiiEF Tsafi'ic Manaokh'k JTraxcii.

Vice W. Haker. 
Vicell Baldwin.

VTce C. Groves.

Farrack attendant ,...
Gafe'kecj'cr...................
.rmiior porter...........
Gatekeeper............... ...
Clatekccpi'r ................
Gatekeeper ................
Gatekeeper .................
Gatekeeper...................
Gatekeeper.................
Telephone boy .........
-Tumor porter ........
Telegraph probationer. 
Apprentice clerk , .
Junior porter............
Gatekeeper...................
Telephone boy ...........
Gatekeeper.................

Office ossi.sLmt . 
Gatekeeper____

Probationer .............
Junior porter............
Telegraph probationer.
Junior porter ............
Telegraph piobationcr.
Telephone boy............
Junior verier.............
Junior ixirter...............
Porter ........................
Gatekeeper...................
Junior porlei...............
Gatekeeper...................
Junior porter.............
Junior porter............... .
Gatekeeper ...............
Junior porter...............
Junior porter...............
Telegraph probationer. 
Telegraph probationer.
Junior poHer...............
Junior porter ...........
Apprentice clerk ........
Apprentice clerk ___
Apprentice clerk___

7/b per week 
7/-per Meek ..
2-6 per day___
Fieo house___
Free house , 
7/1; per week , 
7/- ]ht week .. 
Free house . 
I rue house . 
10'- per week.

. 2/(> per day 
2‘ti per m eek 
130 ]«r annum 
2'6 por day .. 
7/-por week .. 
10/- per week 
T/- isir week 
and house.

10/-per week 
16/- per week 
and house.

10/- per week
4/2 per ik}___
2.C per week .. 
2|6 per day .... 
2/0 per week . 
Ill/-per week .. 
2,’li per day.... 
3/4 ]ier day .. 
7/-per day . 
M/- per week , 
2/6 per day .. 
lop per week .. 
2'Opcrday .. 
2/6 per day.... 
Ifi/- per week. 
2/6 per day .. 
2/6 per day .,, 
2'(> per week .. 
2<'li per week .. 
2/0 per da} ... 
2/0 per day 
£30 per annum 
£30 per amumi 
£30 per anmnn

17cc Mi*. Taylor.
Tmnsfurrod from Exlro Staff. 
Vice kl Bray,
I'lkc; Mrs. Tierririg.
Vice J, Allen.

IVcic Mrs Thnmas.
Vice h. Bow land.
T7ctJ H. Bonuui)
Vice rl. Ashe 
I’/rr T. Winder.
Vice A Crease,
TbVe Mrs, Richanl.
Vice M. Giunfielil.
Ftee J. Robinson.
Vice Mrs. Davis.

Vice K. Ilutaon.

Transferred from extra staff.

1 ’ter C. Lawes 
Ficc J. Webster.
Vice D. 0‘Ncllu,
17rrG Danes 
17m W. Pringle.
Transferred from extra staff.
I'tor F.'Read.
Vive ik Parker,W. Hut"*
Yu't\\\ Wlutb'h.
TVreK Jones,
Vi(.v W, Dai ies.
Transferred fiom o'itia ataff. 
V'wrJ, Anderson.

Vice# ITinglc. 
FArV.'. Hut lor, 
Tber C Thomson, Pitfl M. nanner}.
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Date. Name. j

A? 1JE.\TDI X XXY.11—can tin ued.

Position. Rate. Remarks

1S9C ClHhY TtUFFIC MANAO»:r'4. UltAXCII—

B7 Aul'. r Primrose. Cnrlton ..................... Junior jx>rtcr............... 3/C per day . ...|
o- Junior poitcr .......... •J/fi per da\,,.
2iJ „ I'.lliol.t, Robert................................ 1 Telegraph probationer., 2/6 per week
«l „ Jordan Albeit................................ Telegraph probationer.. 2 0 per week ..|

Jankaon, Henrv ............................ | Api'i'cntiLO clerk .. . £30 i>er annum!»
1 Sc]>t. Drewc, Mi*a. Anno ........................ Gatekeeper and plat

form attendant.
10,-* per week 
and house. j

1 Scoil-, Davii!.................................... Junior porter................. 2 U per day .. J
1 » Nicholas, George .........................

Miller, Richard ............................ |
Postal assistant............. fi'- per vuiek
Junior porter.. .. 2 0 tier day___j

Dent, Stuart.................................... Jumoi porter............. 2,'(i l)Cr day__ !
2hJ per day ,,.. i

Witney, Ihlnmnd ................. ..■] Junior porter............. 2 0 per day ... 1
8 ,, Smith, Pcvcival ............................ Telegraph probationer 2^0 pet week ,, [
0 „ .Iniics, Surati.................................... ! Clntclracpor...................... Free house . i
l) ., T.eckie, Arthur................................ Gatekeeper................... 15/* per r.uek ..|
fl „ Kerr, M'illimu ................................ Junior porter........... J/bptriLty. . !
t) „ Inndsav, Willimu ........................ Junior ]K>rtcr. .. 2,6 per da> ....,

10 „
11 .. 
ll „

Smith, George................................ Junior porter ............. 2)6 per day . . | 
IrJ* jxir week ..

Williams, .loiin ............................ Tolegiaph probalioucr.. 2/0 ]xsr «euk ..i
14 M Canham, Muttlunv ... ............... Jumor porter............... 2Ai per day . j
1-' „
Ifi „

Thomson, John ............................ Apprcul'ce clcik......... £30 p( r aimum
Jones, Albert ................................ Appi entice clerk......... £:50 ]ier iiinuiii|

IS ,, McGlytui, Marv ......................... Gatekeeper..................... l rec hcu.se ... 1
ai ;; (JiUts, Susan.................................... Gatekeeper..,............... 7/* pci week . 1

i /- per week .
z Praetor, Arthur............................ Dorter ..................... L>l per day..

O0 Taylei, Archibald ......................... Apprentice clerk ......... £30 per annum.
22 „ Solomons, Alex........................ Appi entire elerl; ........ £30 per annum
n „ Dickey, Arthur .............................

Spence, (icorgo .............................
Telephone boy ........ 10'- per week..

2.? „ Junior porter............... 2(6 per day ..
23 „ Mover, Henri ................................ Jumor porter............... 2'ljperday ..
lit ,, <’handlor, William......................... Junior porter............... 2 0 pur dav ...

White, Henrv.............................. Junior portev............. 2 6 pei day , ,
21 „ O'llrien, Joseph ............................ Jumoi porter. . . . 2’U per da\ ..
24 ,, Mavno, Thomas............................... Jumor porter............... 2 i* per day___
24 ,, Cromack, Robert.......................... Junior porter............... 2 6 per day . .

Doran, Denis ................................ (Jateke eiier ............. l.i - per week .
Free house ...

24. H Matthews, Tbomas ..................... Gatekeeper '............... 30/- per ■week ..
2*5 11 jMotuo, John .................................. Apprentice clerk .... £30 ])er annum
29 ,, Ratnsford, lVr?«e........................... Telephone bov............. 10/- prr week ,
:!il ,, MeKonzie, W'ilijiun ..................... Junior porter............... 2/0 per day ..
W „ MeljCiman, Herbert ................... Junior porter................. 2 G pur day ..
tm M TmverH. John................................ Junior portor............. 2/6 per day ...
ifn ,, Smith, Frodoiick................... •• Junior porter,. . 2 6 per <lny ..

:! Oct. Dirkuy, Andrew............................ Jninr.1 pnrter............... 2/0 per day ,,,
ll Williams, John ............................ Telegiapli prokRioner.. 2 0 p'T week .
8 M'Jntosh, ObmlcS ....................... Aiiineiitioc clerk......... £20 per annum

Hi a, Collet, Jylwiti................................ Junior porter................. 2 u pur dir, . .
R> jl W right, George ........................... Dorter........................... T< - pu* day’ ....
19 „
lit „

1 roe house ....
Rnchostcr, William ................... Telegraph piobatlonor.. 2-0 per week .

Hi 11 Telegraph probarimser . 2/0 per week ..
]Si ,, Junior porter............... 2/11 per duv ..
]fl 11 W*imlp Robert................................ Telegraph probationer . 2 T pei v.eok .
Ifl M Stihbarl, Alfred............................ Jumoi porter ... . 3y4 per day
2-2 ,, Stroot., Charles ............................ Telegraph probationer.. 2/0 per ^eck
23 „ Woods, ]>on,y................................ Telegraph probationer.. 2'f> per week .
23 ,, Collier, Horbort........................... Junior porter................. 3/1 pm day ...

Tai lor, Joseph.............................. Tclcyaph probationer.. SDO per week ..
Pvson, Francis ............................ Junior ]X)itor............... 3/0 per day ...

30 ,1 Amlc^fon, John ............................ Telephone boy............. 10/- pci week ,
30 ,, Timowcll, Thomas........................ Dorter ............................ (>/- pn day----

Maher, Thoiuas............................ Junior porter , . 2/6 per day ,,
2 „ Smith, Adeline.............................. Barrack attendant __ 10/- per week
2 „ Dallcv, Patiiok ....................... Telegraph probationer,. 2 6 per week .
2 ,, Pringle, Ralph ........................... Junior porter ......... 2/6 pei day___
2 Norman, George............................ Junior jiortci and gnte- 

kcept.r.
2,0 pur day ..

n Collins, Jane.................................... Galekicper ................. 7/-per nark .
f. Johnson, Willkuii ..................... Telegraph probationer. 2 G per week ,
rk | Wright, Francis ............................. Telegraph probationer,. 2'0 prr week ..
0 M Dries, Jano .................................. i.atrkceiUT .. ,/-IK-r urok ..

Hogan, Panicl................................ Junior portei ___ f*'-pi.rday ..
12 feline, Marv .................................... i Jatokecjicr ................. ■ /-per week ..
P' -1 tinnier, William ........................... Dorter....................... <D-jht day__
13 jl Llojd, llvnn ................................ Tclrnhoiie bov .... 10'- per week
13 11 TVlcphone boy ... . Ri/- per week .
13 1, G’Sullnan, Patrick....................... Teluginph probationer,. 2/fi per week .
li! „ Sargent, John................................ Jimior poi rcr . .,, J 4 per day ...

Free house ....
14 „ Telephone boy .. HV- per week .
13 Stilling, William............................ Gatekeeper................... 15/- por neck ..
IG j f Maguire, Percy ........................... Junior jwter............. />,'• jior dav ....
10 „ Ruckpiti, Mni v ............................

Penrnside, 'William................. ..
Gatekeeper . .. 1 rcr hon-so

17 ,, Telegraph probationfi. 2/0 l*cr wtok ..
IS „ Kcllv, Viliam ............................ Junior i>ortcr.. . . 2't> ixu day ,.
IS „ Willis, John.................................... Telegraph probationer,. 

Gatekeeper ..................
2'Opurv.eok .

20 „ Francis, William............................ 15' - por vioelc..
20 ,, Da^lc, Fdward................................ Junior porter............. 3--I per dav ..
23 ,, I.idman, Marv................................ Platform attendant;. .. 2 0 pur week ,.
23 „ Tucker, Herbert............................ Porter............................ 7/-per day ..
23 1, Traeev, Mrs. Ellen ...................... Gatekeeper .............. 7/- per week .
24 ,, Dingle, Oswald ........................... Telegraph probationer. 2 6 prr week .
24 „ Mvlchruist, John............................ Telegraph probationer.. 2’6 per week -
as ” Simms, Ernest.............................. Telegraph probationct.. 2.GpCVtteok ..
25 „ Smith, Adrian................................ Telegraph probationer. 2 6 per week .

Adams, Herbert........................... Telecrraph probationer.. 2/0 per week ,.
25 ft
2l »

McLennan, Leslie ...................... Omnor porter.................
Tulephone bov .............

2d1 por day ... 
IO/— per week,.
7/ p^i week

27 „ Rvau, Bridget......... ..................... (iatekeeper..................... IVeu house___
I'igsrott, David................................ Jmilor porter................. 2,'(i ]ier day ...

2S „ 
31) „

7/6 per dav.
2'6 ]xji week .Foster, James .............................. Telegraph piobationcr..

1 Dec 5/- per dav ..
Crawfoni, James............................ Junior porter .... 2/6 por day ..

o ” 
ft Crake, John.................................... i Gatekeeper................... Ifi/- per week .
4 1, Hast, Lucy .................................... j Gatekeeper ................. 15A per week ..
4 H Giucd), Mary .............................. Gatckeepci............. I ree houso ,..
4 „ Pfirter........................... C/- per day ...
4 „ ProtharoC, Mrs. Anno ................. Platform attendant.,, 7/- pet week
V M Ciuuipin, Mrs.................................. Cakkceper................... 1 rco house ...

17cc T. Lo^vell. 
I'ic? J. RDbinsoii.

Piuc L. Morgan.

Vice H, O’CJonnor.

Vice T. Webb 
Vtce ]C. Miller.
Vice H. rietohiT. 
ViVc II. KineheU. 
Vice A. Datii'b.
Vice K. Newcouibe. 
Ytcc T. Pcaioy.
Vtce P. Piukin,
Vice C. Alevuuler.
I'ice A. Kurcmic. 
Vacc A. Killlngrly. Pur .1. .lone?.
Tree P. Ambler.
Vice V*. CuLhbort. 
Vice V Itoxby.
Vice A. Holloway.

Vice I. liall.

Vice A Roberts.
1 'or H. Rr.iy 
Ti'c/j R. O’Noitl. 
ri« li, liakcr.
Vice <J. Cooke.
Vice T. WhUcoak.

W. Alloa.
Tn’C l'\ Smith.
Vice J. Pcaree. 
rice F. Gro\ cb.
Vice J. Colgnn.
Tier I/. Jotiqx 
1’fce A. Adam.
Tice G. Biown.

Vice C Douglas 
17ir (1, Carpenter, 
rice J. Rirrell.

Vice C Stead.

Vice II. Pryor.
Vice H. HsimsMorth. 
Re-C]ni»lo}<‘d.

Pice F. Smith. 

TVce D. Melville.

Pice F. Iiiok«.

Pice J. Dickey. 
Pice J. Kelly 
Pice R Harman. 
Pice W. Hall.

Vice It. Cainia. 
Pice J. Cas&i’j.

I7cc M. Harris.

Vise M Adams. 
PiVv> A Riown. 
Vice K. Suns.
Pin* P. O'Domifcll. 
PiVp if, lincklo}. 
Pice A. CbristUon. 
r<ee(? Fulton. 
[Ve H. ,loU.\.
Vice .1. Caiui'A 
Vice P. Ramafonl. 
Vira J. Ralph.
Vice A. Spotic:cr. 
Pice li. Sinclair,

Pice T. Klkin

Vtce S. Stanton. 
Pice T. MooYe

Rc-cjnp!o\«l.
Pice A. \Vilsoi).

Vice .1. McMahon. 
Pice A. (Jrdmai'k.

Vice M. Smith.
Pice !>. ScMt.
Pice \V. Loni.

Ko einployeil.
Vice G, Douneft. 
Pice M, M’olfonden. 
Pice A. Hartman 
Pit* H. Tuokci, 
Vice S. Rowden. 
T'ice M. Dunne. 
Pit# G. l.a Roeho.

Vice, A. Owon,
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Date. Name.

APPENDIX XXVII—con tin ued.

Position. Hate. Remarky,

1S90. 
$ Dqc. 

14 
14
14
15 
l.i 
15 
Id
ia 
2- 
2J
23
24
24
25
2s')
25 
28 
28 
28 
30 
30 
30 
30

30 
30 

1897.
1 Jan. 
1 
1

8 
S 
S 
8 
b 
8 
B 
S 
8 
S 
S 
9 

11
11 
U 
U 
IS 
IS 
IS
19 
21 
22 
>22 
22 
25
20 
20

27
29 
2!>
20
30 
30
4 Feb. 
.5 
f>
0
5 
S 
8 
8 
8 
8

12 
12 
17 
17
17
18 
lb 
IS

1 Iiuicrlovriic* Walter 
| WriifhC, Athol .. .. 

Spencer, Gharleg.... 
Walker, .Sydney ..

| Nye» Alfred J............
■ Lyons, Joachim ..

Buckley, Jerimiali . 
i Holden, Thomas . ..

IXas, James ..
. Hudgins, Andrew 
| Thou* Georgina . ..

Blade, John ...........
Munson, Patrick .
Nelhon, John .........
AlJe\, (Joor^c . ... 
Collins, Donakl .. 
IhiRh, Charlotte .. 
TliMm]>soii, Hidim-d
Hands, Siilncy ___
Wall, William , .
Itnssoll, Jolin .........
Russell, John ... 
McCrfijor, John 
Norton, William___

Chikp Tkappic MAN'Aani’b Buaxch—
I Telefrraph prolrationer 

Telegraph j>robationor.
Junior porter................
Junior porter..........
Jimior porter ,
Tcleirraph protiatiouci.
Porter ....................
Junior porter . ...
.luiuOi jiorter. ..
Jumoi jicrtei.............
Catckuci»er...

Junior ixirter.............
.Junior jiorter.............
Junior fiortcr,. .
Junior j>orter................
Junior porter...............
Platform atlendanf__
Junior i»orter................
TclephonipbO}.............
Jumor porter................
Apprentice dork.........
.lunior porter .........
Telegraph prubationer 
tratekeefier . .,

Apjn entice clerk ... 
Junior ]>orter.................

Russell, Jolin 
Nelson, John

Roach, Herbert .......................... Junior porter....
Tanner, Wgar ............................ j Night oiticcr___
Fulljamcs, William........................ Appicrmce derk
ThompHon, Stephen
Hogan, Mu-hael ___
O'ljucu, Patrick___
Greaves, George .... 
Rurges"., Alfred , 
Stone, James ,,..
Denning, Aubrej__
Itonlamison, I/eslie 
Bruce, Alexander .. 
Leman, FruiicU
tjuinn, Jauie? ___
llughson, William .. 
Litllc, Charles .,. 
Hannon, Sarah..

I Gatekeeper
I Junior jmrtcr.............
I Junior porter ... ..

Junior porter .
Telegraph probationer.

[ Telegraph probationer . 
i Telegraph piobutiontr..
I Porter............................
I Telegraph probationer .
I Junior portci...............
Porter..........................

I Junior porter .,
Junioi iKUtor.. .

' Gatckeci'cr
O'Oonimr, Kihvnrd....................... 1 Apprentice clerk .........
Ryan, Mary....................................| Gatekeeper ... .
Hopkins, John............................ j Telegraph probationer.
Smith, Kdwnrd ............................ j Junior jiorter ............
Ralph, Henry................................| Crossing keeper .. ..
Ronmai), Min.................................... Gatekeeper .
lucksen, Job. 
MeCarne.i, Joseph ,
FollaU, Mary ___
Penfold, Joint___
Lee, Eleanor......... .
Nelson, Elizabeth , 
Wilson, Townsend 
Cantwell, Michael ,
Stokes, Ernest.......
Sharp, Victor .. ,
O'Shea, Rebecca ,

Rubh, Walter .........
Michael, Hcdley ..
Loecc, John.............
While, Walter ....
Fuller, Albert..........
Gehrig, Lawrence .. 
S&insbury, John .,..
Roberts, Percy ___
BcavN, Frederick ..
Bennett, Francis___
Collins, Mary.........
Goodhcw, Henry ..., 
McKinley, Thomai,. 
WMter, Alexander..
Dennis, Anne .........
Green, Ellen.........
Dednian, Emily ___
BirreU, Randolph .. 
Smith, Ambrose .
NuUnn, John .........
Ward, Robert .........
Porter, Sidney ........
Smith. WilHain,.........
Taylor, Mary...........

Telegraph probationer.
Gat«kcepci*....................
Platform attendant__
Gatekeeper...................
Gatekeeper ...................
Gatekeeper .................
Porter ........................
Junior porter.............
Telegraph probationer.. 
Telegraph probationer , 
Gatekeeper and plat

form attendant.
Apprentice clcik .........
Shunter........................
Junior iwrtcr............
Telegraph probationer..
Junior porter...............
Junior | nil ter.................
Apprentice clerk .. .
Shunter......................
Porter............................
Telegraph probationer.. 
Platform attendant „ .
Gatekeeper.....................
Telegraph probationer.
Porter...........................
Gatekeeper.................
Gatekeeper.....................
Gatekeeper .........
Gatekeeper.....................
Gatekeeper.............
Apprentice ch-rk . 
Telegraph probationct..
Junior porter...............
Junior porter.................
Gatekeeper .. ..

.] 2/6 per week , 
2^0 per week , 
2;0 pei day . . 
2.b per day .. 
2/0 ]>ei ilnv ... 
2/6 per week - 
7/6 pei day . . 
2-U per day 

! 2'U per dav 
n/- per day .. . 
If)/- per week .V 

house.
2/6 per day ,, 
3rt pm day . .. 
2'6 per day .. 
2 6 per day 
2 6 per day , . 
5/- por week .
2/0 per i lay___
10/- per week .. 
2,0 per day 
£,31) per annum 
2-0 pur day'., . 
2/6 pur week .. 
:V' per week and 

house.
£30 per annum 
2,0 per day., ,

2/6 por day ... 
£12i> per annum 
£39 per annum 
15/- por week 
2.6 per day .. 
2 0 per day ...
2/0 ]Kir day___
2/bpur week . 
2di per week 
2/0 ]>ci’ week ..

per day ... 
2/6 jnir week ,
2 r0 por day. . 
b/- per day ...
2 0 ]kt day ... 
3/4 pur clay .
7/- por week 
£3n per annum 
Fiee house 
2d; pur week 
2/0 per day 
in/- per week .

p wk fch’ae 
2'6 per week 
3fb- per week 
10/- per week .. 
35/- per week .
7 per week .. 
Free house .., ' 
0/- jior day ..I 
2/6 per dav I
2/0 per week , 
2'6 per week 
7/- per week

£30 per annum 
7/- per day 
2/0 per day .
2'6 j>er week 
2/0 ]>cr day .,
2/6 per day.
£30 per annum 
7/- per day . , 
6/- per day ,.. 
2/G per week . 
Free house . . 
7/- per week ,
2 0 per week .
6/ per day ... 
7/- pur week 
Flue house ... 
Rl/- per week, 
l.b- per week. 
Fiee house . i 
£30 iH.Tunnuiii.j 
2 6 \ cr w etk 
2/0 per day ... * 
2 0 per day 
7/-per week and, 

hodse.

Vice B Bragg. 
Vwr E. Writer. 
Vice W. Sullivan. 
Re-instated.
Vtce H. Beal 
Vice J Owun 
Vice F. Watts. 
Vice M. Max no.

Vice W Flanders. 
I'ictj P. Teague. 
Vice H. Davidson. 
Vice U. Gltfuson.

Vice T. Hughes.
Tier H, Wukeh.im.
Jbcr H, Bonamy 
Vice G Mooro.

Vice M. Norton.

Vice H. Bonamy.
Vice P. Teague,'

Vice A. Flanders.
Tt o-em ployed, ■ttke C Coomboe 
Vice E. Simms.
Vice A Brown.
Vice P. Pryoi. 
rice P. Moran.
Vice W. Short.

Vice V. Ccittinglinm, 
Vice W. Hues.
Vice F Piokuring. 
Vice F. White 
IVitoll Camper. 
JVcri R. Liuidrey. 
Vtce J‘s Pidc««-k. 
Vur M. Uiimion, 
Vt'ci* T. Rear.
Vice S. Cos. HI.

IVe A. Oteem 
Vfw Mrt. lieurtoti. 
Vico O. Seldom 
Vice H Mulhiucll. 
Pure Mrs I [employ. 
Vice W. Costello. 
Vice A Lee.
1 ice M. Guthrie. 
Fife C. JoncH.
Vice J. Ticthewev.

Vice E. Wolfendcn. 
Vice K Vitiler.

IVce J Lauig,
Vn*f W. Gallagher. 
ViVc T. Portent.
Vzca W, Hicks.

Vi'crL JifcDcmgall. 
Vice L, Hast.
Vive E Madden.
Vice O’MeGrail.

Vice B, McGrad 
VicrMia Wctherrd. 
Vice W, Stephenson. 
Vice K. Daley.

18 ■> Odds, Christina ........................ Platform attendant. . 20/- per week 
ami house.

Vice W. STCarthy,

19 n Diekenson, John............................ Junior porter............... f>J- iicr day ,,,, Vice J. iiailton.
19 Nnrttisvootl, Emily .................. Gatckecjicr . ... l''ruc house .. . Vice M. Crowe
19 ,, W alton, Ethel................................ Catch ccjiar................... Free hoiibi1 . .. Viie V, Walton.
V) Barton. George ,. Porter............................ b - per day__ Vise A. I'roburfc,
19 Reillv, Mauriuc .......................... Shunter . ,, . 7/- per day___ Vice F. 11. Bond.
19 u Barrett, Thomas ..................... Junior porter............... 5/- J «T day---- V/ce J. Crohsctt.
23 ,, Robinson, Albert............................ Telegraph piobalioner.. 2/U pei week . Vice C fiiecdr-
24 Cole, Caroline.............................. Gatckeci»er .. . . 7/ per week .. Vico E. Grun'i es
25 „ Mardiant, William....................... Junior porter................. 2/0 ]n.*r day ,,. Vice G. llaukm
20 ,, Brottn, Walter................................ Junior porter ............. 2/0 per dav..

1 Mar. Murphy, Bridget.................... Gatekeeper...............
Telegraph probationer..

7/- per week . „ Vbce T White.
1 Wallace, Edward................... 2‘6 ])er week ..
3 Hay, Mvra .................................. Gatekeeper.................. Free house .. , Vice hi. Nowmau.
3 u Bueklaml, Arthur........................ Junior porter........... 2/6 per dav .
5 Dawson, Arthur ...................... Junior porter............... 3/4 per dav .. . Vice J. Dunne.
9 Tucker, Henry............................ Junior porter . . . 3, (J per day . Vice J. Goldthorix!.
9 ,, Calnan, Mary ............................ Gatekeeper ............. Froo house ., Vi«j T leather.

10 Gownnlock, James................... CatckeejK'r ... . 15/- per week. Vicr N. Merder.
11 Kenned}', Walter.......................... Junior porter... . 3/4 per day ... Vice F. Hayck.
12 Adams, Ernest................................ Junioi porter............... f*/- pci da\ ,. Vice G Both well.
12 2,0 i>cr day ... 

10/- per week .
Fire G. Harris.
Vice W. Piltv.12 Sproulc, Arthur ........................ Probationer.................

12 Gray, James.................................... Junior porter........... 2/0 pur dav ... ViccJ. Devur.12 Reardon, Edward ...................... Junior jwirtcr............... 2/6 per day . .. T'icr L. ^ ebb.
13 ,, OToole, Lawrence........................ I’ostal assistant.......... 10/- per week.. Vice W. Bryant.
14 Si kes, Kate.................................. Gatekeeper, and plat

form attendant.
7/- per week .
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APPENDIX XX.VIL—continued.

Date. Name. |

1S97.
IRMar Walker, Frederiok............. .
1ft ,, Watts, George.......... .............

Dunshea, Amirciv ........................
19 „ Munro Jidward..............................
in Cannon Richard ..
10 „ Frew, M argaret............................
in „ Rutkc Mirh'jel................................
19 .. Sanderson, Jamt" .....................
19 „ Dogger. Uormdius.........................
1ft „ Deane, Mart*..................................
1ft „ McMahon, Joseph .........................
9J. . Morris., Thomas ..........................
21 „ Gulliver, George ...............
24 „ Matthews, Herbert.....................
2d „ Smith, Walter ...............................
2R Lamb, Isabella ........................

1 A]nil Ihown, Herbert...........................*
1 n King, Fatnok..............................
1 », Healion, Tliomas.........................
1 Webh, Arthur................................
2 Smith, George ............................
2 „ Faulknei, Rose .......................
d f. Mliint, Mi*'-..................................

O’Connor, Tliomas........................
ft llmuplu-cys, tlaniot.................

9 „ Sutherland, Christina .................
ir» „ Lackey, William............................
ift ,> Dawson, Thomas............................
id „ Cambridge, John .....................
id „ Steele, John....................................
B0 „ Kane, Martin ................................

1 Mav.. Carter, Septimus.......................
1 ,, Appleby Ann ............................
2 „ Winter. Ellen............................
B „ Cook, Richard ...........................
:i j j Ha rtigan, Sarah...........................
ft Pinkucv, John .......................
7 „ Kolph, Eleanor ............................

10 „ Guthrie, Mrs Mary .................

13 „ Rc id Nora ...........................
IS „ MuIiIodji, Mrs. Ann .....................
19 i» Fox, Thnaing................................
Ifl „ Cn\ nr, R! niche.............................
20 Thomas, Man ............................ .
20 ,, Ililjlioil, Jlrs. Jlr.rv .................

il „ I’ralt, Walter . ...
2ft „ Hunt, Rnliert ........ ,,
2ft ,, Jii'WiH, John .. .................
2."> „ i'j'ihlmri), L-am ri-mxi . .
r. „ iiabbago, James . .. .
2G „ Fiduiek, Linden .... .
2b ,T Welch, William ............................
:u „ Hooker, Clarence. .........................
'il j> Collin'*, bunc1* .......................
31 „ Bradwel], Elizabeth...................

1 June. Han ken, Joseph............................
1- ,, HauiOf-, Ada ..................................
:j „ MMtorvoy, Annie...........................
*1 »» Faint, Martha..............................

4 „ Casov, William........ .................
* >» Forrest, William............................
li „ Dogger, Agmr?................................
b „ Tuyioi, Bridget ............................

7 ,, .Morris, Cecilia.................................
7 liothwell, Georg" ........................

Tienion, James .........................
Holhnau, John............................

9 ,, Tavlur, Teresa ............................
0 „ Dnes, John ..............................

11 i. 31‘Lcod, Arthur ........................
1L „ Gi\nev, Arttmi .....................
Ll ,, Devine, Mary ... ....
11 Smith, .Minnie............. .
11 n Coll it*, Joseph...................
n „ Wrightson, Charles . . ..
11 M M‘Lean, Catherine......................
u ,, Butler, Thonia'- .......................
Ui „ Dimne, J.'mcs.............................
IS „ Walker, Joseph............................
24 ,, Lawrence, GiiOige.......................
24 „ Harris, Charles .........................
24 „ Blake, Alhed .................
-* u Appel, Herbert ............................
2-1 ,, Ediioy, (ieorgu..............................
24 ,, Juses, Arehiijald............................
24 „ O'Brien, Juha:i.............................
21 ,, Wood, A rein bald............................
21 ,, West, David................................
24 Brian, Henry .....................
21 „ Benson, Harold ...................
21 Lino, Charles ............................
2ft M Kn\\ Eliza ....................................or Kenned v. Michael ... . ..
2(i ,, Green, Uoiaiid . . ...
2S „ Johnston, Christopher...............
2b „ Gillaml, Ernest............................
2S >t Frost, Man....................................
2!) ,* Co iron, Ernest................................

Mulhemn, Jiimos ...................
:w „ Thnrlnn, William ...................

ISftft
30 July Aukl, Thomas ...............

ft Nm. Jlaincc, William .....................j-, TTjsher, Daniel................................
fi Childs, DaMrl ...............................
r, Daft, Arthur...................................
isnr.

U Feb,
12 !P Daudson. ►Samuel .........................
12 „ .Fouls, William................................

Position. Rcmarkg.

Chirp Trappjo Maxaorr’s Ppan'ch—continvcrf.
.lunior jiorter...............
Porter.......................
Junior porter...............
Teluphono boy.............
Porler ... ..
f}atckee]ier...................
JStrter...........................
Junior porter.................
Porter ............................
Oatckeo-per .............
.hmior ijortor
Junior poiter...............
TolopJionc boy.............
(latekcqior .............
Junior |>ortor.................
(latckcepcr...............
Ap])rejitioe eloik . ...
Shunter................. .
Tde^rapli probationer..
Tekyraph probationer..
.hmioi porter.................
(JatekoejH'r.................
<!aU'k<'eper . .
Junior iiortoi.............
Catckeciier.....................

(iritckeejiCT.................
Junior ]Jorl«r.............
Junior porter.............
Porttir.........................
Porter..........................
iJlwk lad .................
Telegraph probationtT.
fiatekeeper................. .
!jaumlres.s.............
X‘orter.....................
Oatokccpor.................... !
Telegraph proliationoj . 
(iatekeeijor . .. , |
Gatekeeper......................]

Gatekeeper .... .. .1
G’Uekee]X!r .......... i
Probationer ......... I
Galt keeper...................... '
Platform altemlant 
Gatc*kee]>ci and platform 

aiiondaiit..
tbitekceper . .|
Junior poi ter,,. .
Junior poitui . .
Gtiico bo^
'j'elcjrr.ipli probationer. 
Apprai tito clerk . j
Poitm 1
block latl .................
Gatekoeia-r................
Gatekeeper.................. i
Cfttekeejn*! .. .....
Gatekeeper . ,
Gatekeeper.. ... i 
Gatekeeper................. j

Pod cr ......................... j
Junior porter................i
JJarrnek attendant .. 
Gatekeeper..................

Gatekeeper...............
Niffht ntticcr...............
Junior porter...............
Telegraph probationer.
GaLel.i'epcr .........
Telegraph probationer
Junior j>orter.............
Junior port* r . . 
fJAtekeejior ... .
Gatekeeper............... ,
Telegraph probationer.
Gutckeept r....................
Gatekeeper..................
Telegraph piroljationer.
.TunUir porter.................
Junioi porU-r ...........
Junior porler...............
Junior jwruT...............
Junior potter............. ...
Junior porter . , ,
Junior portei..
Junior jttrtcr.. 
rumor porter.

Juniur porter .
Junior porter .
Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Junior iwartcr .
Gatekuej>er.......
Junior porler 
Junior port ci .
Junior porter ............
Telegraph ])robatiouor.. 
Linen attendant . i
Junior porter.............
Porter .. ... '
Apprentico derk........ I

2,'G |>er day.... 
fi/- per da} ... 
4^2 per day .
10/- per weak.. 
0/- per daj’.. . 
Tree house ... 
fif- per day .... 
!{/4 ]icr da\ .. 
b/- jn’r day .. 
Hi/- per week 
2/0 per day .... 
4/2 ]\er day .
2/0 per week 
Ifi/- poi*%vcck .. 
2!G per day ... 
7/- per week 
JC30 per annum 
7/* por tin v .
2 0 per week .. 
2/0 pi r week .
J 4 per day ... 
Free bouse ,,..
I'Vce Imusv___
2-0 per ihy . ..
6, ’- per week and

hOUNC.
IS/- jier week 
2/0 per day ....
H/4 per day___
0/- per day . .. 
00 per day .... 
100 per nock , 
2'G per week .. 
7/-poi*\vcck ,
]i'b per week., 
(!/* per day ... 
Free house .. 
2/0- per ucok .. 
7/-pet week .. 
■V* per week and

llOU'C,
Free house ..
7/-per week .. 
lb/- jiur week .. 
Free house .... 
Free house ..
lb/- per week 

and house.
IJ - per \seik 
4 2 per day ..
.V- per day 
Is f pu neck 
2/0 pu week 
■CJn per aiiimin 
b1- per day .. ; 
m/ pi i week ; 
l.'j/- per week .j 
Free iiouse . . 
lr>/. per week .. 
Fioe liousc 
T/- jter week 
7/- per week 
and house.

G/-jicr dav --! 
S'Gperiiay .. 
7/0 per week . 
LV- per week 
and house.

Free hoii*-c .. 
£l.ri0 per annum 
^,4perda} .. . 
2/ft per week . 
7/- per week ,. 
2/0 i-cr week i 
2 G per dav . |
2/ft jier day___
7/- ]>er week . 
7/- per week 
*2/0 per week 
Ifi/- per Hnh
7. '- )>cr week 
2i'G ]vjr wruk . 
F\!- per day
fij- por <!.ii ... 
4/2 per day .
4/2 ]>er day . 
4/2 por da} ... 
4/2 per da}' ..
4/2 per day .
■V- ]>0r day .. 
ft/- per {lay .. 
ft/- per dav ..
4/2 per dnj .. 
ft/- per da} .. 
ft/- per dav 
4/2 per day 
Free, houhe 
ft/- jx?r day ...!
4/2 per day . [
ft/- per day . j
2/ft per week . I
2ft - per week
4/2 per da\ __
G/- por da} . 
■CoO per annum

lire W. Lord. 
IVcr W. Wilson. 
Vice A. Covnc.

Vies Mrs. Smith. 
Vice A. Norton- 
Fire E. Moodic. 
Fjcc J. Knijfht. 
Vice M. Horne. 
Vice T. Col trail. 
Vice V, Lillycrop. 
Fite J. Howlett. 
Ficc E. Cooper.

Vice J. Howen. 
Vice K O'Rourke, 
lie-employed.

Vice 0. Atwell
I'milkner, 

Fir? Mrs. Itcddiiifr-

Viee A Smith.

Ft«M. Donnellan.
Fire W. Pringle 
Ficc R. Pringle.
Rc-eniploycd, vtce W. llcnebcry. 
TVcc T. Vaughan.
Vice T Hodges,
Vice W. Dargun.
Vice S. Wilson.
IVce .M. Winter.
Vice T. Arbhister 
Vice J. Duncan.
Vtce W. King.
Firp M, Malcolm,
Vice J, Sniith.

Ficp 31, Croak 

IVrc G. Kelly. 

Firv* A. Drewo

FiVr fi, Ruekpilt, 
Fit? J Hooper

Fi'r1' A. S(i|iiinoiis. 
Far J, CJroasjel l.

IVrp M. M inter.

Vice E Cleaver. 
tiecS Alt.
Fire J. Klltidini'-t.

Fie? F. O’Sullivan.
IVcr S, Hotighton,

F/cc M Watts
Rc-cinploml, vice tj. Smith 
hcc J. ilaloncv.
TVflp R, Khintk’
Ficp E. Regan.

hre R. MilMgan 
Fief W. Fiilljamca 
Vice M. Dick 
Ficc II. J-itvuronve,

Ftcp A. Ililihcrk 
Fjre.f Anrlcrt'oii. 
F/re >V MnfFalt.

I lice Mrs. M’ilhams

F/cr A. Ucillv

SlOVAL AND T.VTKrtLOCUlvO Bf!ASCII 
Signal fitter . . . M/-porday, ..1''
Fattom maker . , lO'-perday
Labourer........................  (5 0 per fi.nv ...
Jjahourer.......................' G/ft jwr dav ....
Labourer........................ G/G I'U1 da.v ....
Tinsmith.....................................| 10/-per day ..i

A-wistant tignal tittor. « b/-per day ...., 
Labourer ..................... 7/-per day . ..I

•Ti’anbfciTOd from extra staff.
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APPENDIX HXVIl—continued.

Position. Pate. ItemarkR

1896.
EUFCTRICAL ENaiXliRR'S BRANCIf.

21 Aug: .1 Joatcr, Ernest................... ............
1 Dec. I Brcarlev, Joseph H. D..................
1897. I

Ti Feb... Paton, Albert H. C.........................
5 „ Chfishng, Wiliiain .........................
5 ,, McMillan, Arclnbald.....................
!> ,, Douglas, Thomas.....................
u ,, j Wilcosson, Arthur.....................■
5 „ ' PrLtzloi*, William T.........................
5 ,, Nicholas, Samuel.....................
ft ,, j Swa<ldling,1 Charles J...................
j ,, I Haiusworth, Henry .1.....................
5 ,, i Dempspy, William J.. ,,

12 ,, | Hart, George .................
12 ,, | Freeman Ernest............
Ifl „ Manslield. Augustus ....
19 ,, Rut-sell, Boy Y..................
•16 i Riches, Alfred J 11.........
liO April | Lacey, Mathew ,1 ..........
2i) May Webb, Augustim.............
25 ,, Rohi-rtson, William M ..
II June Tim-on, Harold .........

District Inspector 
Electrteai assistant

| 9/- per day.... 
£209 per annum

Telegraph messenger .. I/S per day.. 
Telegraph messenger ..I 2/-per day .. 
Telegraph messenger . 1/8 per day .
Telegraph messenger . 1/8 i^r day ..
Electrical cadet.............  1/8 per day..
rrohationcr ............. I 2-6 per week
Frohationei ... . I 2/6 per week
Telegraph messenger ft-’- per week 
Tclearaph messenger .. 1/S per day..
Probationer................. |2f>perweck
Probationer ............... 2/(1 per eek
Telegraph messenger .. IfdiKU1 day.. 
Telegraph messenger . 1/S per da\ .
Fleotiieal cadet ........ DS per dav
Probationer . ... 2/(i per u eek
Klertricnl cadet.............  1/^ per day ..
Elcctncal cjdot . 2|J yiui day .
Telegraph messenger . , ft!-jut week 
Probatumcr . ...... ; 2,0 pci week

-Transferred from Extra Staff.

}

Vice R. aur.

1SIKJ. iblO^KUTI ASD ClSrArx PfltNCIi.

1 July
1 M
3
S

20 Oct. 
20 „

Jlullock. Aithur P........................ I ApprcnHec clcik
Pnull, Charles R............................ | Apprentice clerk
M'Douakl, Joseph ......................  1 Dad ................... .
Flanders, Amos........................ j FortJiiaii..............
Paterson, Ernest J. ............... Labourer ...
Lewis, Frank L ..........................  * Apprentice clerk
T*ggarL, John G............................... Apprentice clerk

per annum 
£.15 per onmtmj |
10/- \m week . i ^Transferred from extra si: 
!) ■ per day ... ]
(i 0 per d.o . ..'J
AM !.«• aniJumh. Via. K jj Lutic.
£10 i^er annumj )

180G.
CoflrTROu.ER of Stores Br.ucii.

37 Sept. ' Knccshaw, John C..............................I Messongor ........................ j IO-’-per woeic . I
1 Occ. I Cillvert, Leopold W........................  Apprcutico clerk ........ £30 per anmmi | I'ice A. Hatton.

1807 ! |l|
20 May J M'Callum, Daniel ........................ I Messenger ...................... I 10/-per week

im.

3 Dec. \ Brennan, Arthur L, j iUesscnger

Solicitor^ Branch.

........| 10/-per week | Fire T. bliendan.

Tramway Employees.

1S9C. 
2 July

17 „
30 ,,
3 Aug.

Tramways—liOCOMOnvr; RaAXtir

ft
-23

J Sept,. 

* Oct.

9 „fl
0 „ 

10 „ 
12 „
14 „
•21 „ 
30 „
20 Nov. 
20 „
15 Dec. 
33

1S07.
1 Jam 
1 »

10 ,,
7 Feb. 

11 „ 
J8 ,,Ifl „ 
22 „ 
33 3Iar. 
22 „
S April
8 ,,

32 „
28 ,, 
28 May

S June 
4 ,,
'1

3S „ 
23 ,,
23 „

FTns->ctt, Stephen 
Kimncdv, Ikhnuud 1 
Holt, WilUam.l. , 
Abbott. Edgai .. ..
Wills, Edward A. .. 
Proctor. Charles G.
Ward, Walter A........
Kayward, Richard . 
Arnold, Albert H. ..
Lewis, William.........
Hodaway. Bertie A. 
Mitchell, Peter A. ., 
Wickham, James R. 
WiiHield, Alfred U. 
Fountain, Harry E. 
Andrews, Pctey —

GrimininB, Willinm.. 
Dixon, Charles F. ,, 
Rollings, Jolin. .. ,
Burrows, John .......
Mm an, Charles F. .. 
Pollard, Thomas 
MeCivrthv, Charles ,,
Roden, Joseph.........
Ryan, Walter .........
Warr, Alfred J. .... 
Stewart, ijeslio P. ., 
Walkw, Samuel R..,

Cleaner .........
Cleaner ...............
Cleaner ...............
Cleaner ...............
Cleaner .............
Apprentice , .
Shopbo\...............
Apprentice...........
Roy laboui-ec........
Apprentice...........
Cleaner ...............
Cleaner ...............
Roj labourer ..,
Shop hoy.............
Cleaner ...............
UehcMiig fimiuui 

lopenian.
Cleaner.............
Cloaner ...............
Cleaner ...............
Cleaner.................
Ch'imor .................
Cleaner ...............
(Jleaner...............
Driver...................
Labourer...............
Painter’s assistant
Cloaner...................
Labourer...............

, ,3(D per day . 
... | :i/flpei dav . 

.. .. .'bPjKzrdav, 
, . 3/0 per dny .

.,, (5 per day . 
. i lOd ])or day 

. ... 2/3 per da\ . 
,. .. 10(1 ]ier daj 

. ,..i ?F- per da.v . 

.. lOd. per day 
, .. J 8 9 |>2r dav ,

. 1 7/0 per day . 
, .. 3/- per dav .
,,. I li/- per da>

. , I li 0 por day .
and 7/0 per day

, 1 3/0 per day 
., ,, 3/0 per day . 
,.. ft, G per day . 
,. . | 3 o j‘er da>

- ” | ■ Extra sci v ice, Crown-street Line.

Transferred from extra staff. 
]'ice M. Ihirv^sv 
IbW J. Lukr,

.1 C Rogers, 
ru.t',1. Rvme. 
kief 0. W Nnycc.
Vice J. Roden
Tran-ferred from extra staiT.
TVcr J. BoxalJ.
fb/v H. K Patterson.
FiV S. New'lfinds 
r/er \\\ Carr.

Hingham, Hcrbcrl J...............
IJ an uy, William J.....................
Pate, Alfred E............................
Evans, David ...........................
Parker, William F.....................
Jones, Horace G........................
Allen, Thomas A.............................
Ratten, Charles............................ *
L\ nrli, James J...............................
Weimar, George............................
Welsh, Hugh ................................
Beckett, W illiam ........................
Dodds, Wiliiam P..........................
Dickie, Janies ................................
livcnst, Arthur F..........................
Chapman, Hcnrj- .....................

land, Joseph J...........................
Rail, Nathan E..............................
Belts, George ............................
Atkinson, St. Clair ......................
M'Bnc, George..............................
Tubby, Henry J........ .....................
Holland, Frederick........................
Daley, Augustus.................. ♦ ...

Cleaner . ...
Cleaner ....
Roy labourer__
RoV labourer.... 
Cleniirr ..
(’leaner .............
Cleaner............
Fuelman...........
Rnv labourei .
Shop boy........... .
Shop hoy. ...
Shop bov..........
Appientioc. .. 
Apprentice clerk
Roy labourer__
J,amp.triimner ,,
Roy labourer__
LauRi-trimmer
Cleaner .............
Rrassmouldcr.,..
J-abourcr .........
Cleaner .........
Shop boy.............
Shop boy.............

3, - per duv .
3'n per daV .
ST ,i“rday . 
11/- per dav 
(i i\ per day . 
fl/li per day 
4 6 per day .
0/(1 per day

3/ per day .
3(- per dav .
4/- per dav 
2/6 per day.
3/fl per dav .
?»,<) per da_\ . 
fj/H per <lai .
(j 6 per day .
L’/- per day . . 
2.'. per day . ,, 
2/3 per daj .. 
?/- per riav . 
Hkl ];or day . 
£dl) per annum 
2-’6 per dav ....
J*- per day___
2 0 per day___
2 6 per day ... 
4>fi per dav . 
313'- per day..
6 6 per d.»y .. 
5/G per day .... 
S'lJ per day .. 
3/* per day .. .

Additional staff for Relief and new timetable for improved
Tram Service.

•I I 
. /

Re omplo^ed, vice J. Ellis.
■ ')

Transferred from extra staff.
: j’
.J Fier C. Might

J'iw T, Apps.
Fi i.y’ R. Monro.
JkVr W. Nojoe.

j.

Vice, H, Gardiner.

Fire \\\ Wanldin.
I i'C WC M alkri,
J ice C Strai-lian.
Ej>({ T. llarlond.
Vice S. Sparkcs,

j-Transferred from extra staff.

Fine P. Cooper 
Ficc E. Rose.
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APPENDIX XXVll—continued.

l^omarkrt.

1890.
I .July 
1
:s
a 
a
:i

a
9

I'i Aug.. 
14 
U 
U 
J4 
14 
U 
20 
ja
19 Sc
9 Oc 
8 
a

lo 
4 N 
fl 
i\
0 
0 
0 

18

24 ..
1 Dec.
2 
D

14 
IT 
22 
22 

1897.
4 Jan.
9
5 

14
20 
21)
21 
21 
21)
29 
29 
21)

9 l-'eb.
II 
19
19 
18 
18 
5*2
20 .

10 Mar. 
lf>
20 
27

Tramways -Tuawio Bn^csr.
Sherri i:g, Kdward U. . ,
]iiirkt’r, Albert li..............
Tighc, Herbert U........... ...
Meauey, John.................
Kaylib. Walter...................
Campbell, Areliibald 8*.., 
David.HOJi, \Vilhatn . .. ..
UeiuMJtt, Alfred J............
Coim, John W...........
Hogers, lleiijmmn ..........
Harris, William J ....
Neale, Charles N..............
Tunks, Stwncor .............
Campbell, William .. .
Potter, Charles .............
Ilrown, Luis ...............
Sprouie, William.............
Bales, Charles H. . . . 
Murraj', Alfred H. ,. ...
Gaudry, George L............
Byrne, Charles M.............
Doyle, Joseph P. .. ..
Chambers, John.............
liogers, William.............
Jackson, Walter.............
Low, Andrew S.............
Bren nan, George.............
Murph), John......... ......
Bliuikstonc, Frerterlok A.
Turner, Thomas .............
Knight, Frederick___
Munroc, George ...........
Peters, Knglebert ,,,,,,
barrack, George.............
O'Connor, Bartholomew 
Brown* Arthur J* , .
Cihbins, Alfred S.............
O’Donnell, John P...........
Hook, Benjamin J...........
Naylon, Patrick .............
Hinton, James...............
Moore, Joseph ...........
Wood. John E...................

Hnycs, John P.............
Bonamy, Oswald .,, 
Hmton, Joseph T. .. 
King, Herbert G. . 
IJovd, George , ..
\\iilhu), JaiiitAs . ...
Millington, Walter . 
Hutson, George W . 
Bell, William ... 
Wicks, William H . 
[tcekinsale, Alfred II, 
bniith, Thomas ll. .. 
Summers, John . 
Dunning, Frederick . 
Rimsidl, lleginalil ,. 
Bland, William C. . 
Bishop, James K. 
Schofield, Jolin .. , 
Pcndeigasl, Jaiues,, 
Crumi, George .. ..
Croall, Arthur.........
Burke, Franci*: .f . 
Ilippitt, Henry J. ... 
Lewis, William . ..

Apprentice clerk ,, 
Shorthand clerk .
Gripman .............
Grijvman . . 
Conduetor ,, ,
Jimior conductor,,
Messenger.............
.Junior conductor .. 
Junior conductor . 
Jnnicr conductor .
Car*cleaner.........
OHLce lad.................
Jumor wr-clcanor 
Clripman ,,.
Ori]Hiian .
Gripman ..
Gripman ..
Starter....
Conductor .
Junior car'dcancr 
Junior conductor..
Gripmau...................
Junior car-cleaner . 
Junior conductor.., 
Assistant lamp-triuimer 
Telephone boy ..
Gripmau.............
Junior conductor .
Car-cleaner............
Gripman.............
Gripmau...............
Flagman...............
Flagman...............
Car-cleaner...........
Car-clcanci’.. ..
Junior car-cleaner 
Junior conductor .
Conductor ...........
Junior conductor. 
Point-cleaner.. .
Conductor .... 
Conduetor ... .
Junior conductor.

Conductor , ...
Office boy . .
Junior conductor. 
Conductor . 
Conductor , 
Point cleaner ....
Conductor .........
Conductor .. . .

, Junior eonducior 
f Conductor .. 

Conductor , 
Junior conductor 

! Junior com! upior. 
I Junior conduetor. 

Conductor .... 
Junior conductor. 
Gfllce boy . ..
.Tumor conductor 
Conductor .. .
Junior conductor , 
Junior conductor, 
Conductor .. . 
Jumoi conductor. 
Conductor ,. 
.Intnor i ondinMor .

£f>0 per annum 
£!)0 per annum 
7*0 pur day .. 
7/t> per day 
G G per day .
G'6 per day 
4/2 Tier day 
0/- iter day 
G/U per day .. 
G.O jicr day .
7/- por day 

per week 
2 (J per day .. 
7/0 por day .
7/G per day . 
7/G por day 
7 G per da,\ .. 
7/- per day .. 
b'G per day .. 
2/<S {>er day .. 
tl'G per day .. 
7/U per day .. 
2/U per day.. 
fi/- per day
2'G per day__
10/- per week.. 
7,G per day .... 
G/-per das 
G/* per day . .
7,'G por day___
8'- per day___
G^- per day .. . 
l»r- per day .
G/- fim day .
lp. nftr rln ^

j-Transfencd from extra staff.

Ke-employcd, vice P. Dai 
To look after lost propei ty.

Tranaferi'ed from extra atalY.

Via J. Bolton.
Transferred from extra staff.

12 Clav, Alfred ... .. . Point cleaner . . G'- per dav .
12 Huglius, Thrmias ,, ............... Junior conductor ,. per dav ...
28 D\ rue, Biehard ..................... Junior uondnetor ... , b - jicr dai
2.J (Jam]>belJ, William J.................. Junior condin tor .. . O'- jiur dav
28 If Vaughan, Edward......................... Junior conductor . . G - ptr dai-
2:1 Jnhuslotie, Allied..................... Junior conductor .... b'-]H!i*dav ...
8 Mai M'Grath, John J............................ Conductor..................... GGjicrdai ,, .

If) King, David S................................. Junior comliktur......... IP- ]xjr dav ..
39 Mitchell, Daniel lb .......... Flagman....................... (P- jicr day___
21 Hup-t, Alfred................................. Junior conductor ... G/- per dav__
2 June HaUmi, Henn’ ......................... Junior conductor........ O'- per dav__
4 ISaiker, William H.......................... Conductor..................... G/G per dav....
4 Northev, James T,........................ Junior conductor___ 0/- per dm. ...
4 M Wilson, Jlciliert S..........!................. Jumoi conductor ........ O'- per day .. .

w - per da> . 
2'G per day . 
G/- per clay .
G G per day . 
0/* per day . 
Ci1- pur day . 
Gi’G per day. 
G-G ]>crday. 
<!/• pur dav .

j G G per day 
t 10 - per w cek 
| G * pur day 
] 6. fl per day 

1 n/ti per day 
fi ■ per day 

, (i.Gptrduy 
.1 f) fl | Kir day .. 

fl ■ per dav . 
G/J per day ..

, <>i(i pci da^ ..
fii‘- ]icr day ..

, fl'-per day 
0 - per day .. 
6 G per day ,. 
fl - por day . 
10 - per week 
Of- pur daj .. 
0 G per dav 
fi.'- jk r dm,
0, • pur dav 
G-0 j>er day.
G- per dav .. 
fi G per day ,, 
0 * pur diu ..

)

I Vicfi C. Brooks.
Vice T. Hughes.
Transferred from extra staff.

Bo-employed.
Via T. Wood.

J-Transferred from extra staff.

Vice F. Day.
Vice T. O'Donnell 
FVctt S. TiuiUh.
Vke Y>. Little. ■
Vke W. Cook.
r/rr P. Pickm.
t'i>c G. Tracey
Vice G. Fulton.
r-tetf G. ^,^dlcr.
Transferred fiom extra staff.

Vice W. C. Mori is. 

Ficc L. Morgan.

'ice IT. Wilson.
'icr A. MiddlcLon. 
Vr^J 8nioc.luiriit. 
\cc F. Porter,

•Transferred fiom Extra Staff.

rice B, ICcntmg. 
jwT. G. Dray.
*rc If. I^-^tur.
Ice J Fitzosborne. 
■'ice F. Day.

Virr C. Minin.
\ izeQ Filllon 
Tj.msferred from Extra Staff 
FwH. Kramer, 
rive W. li Coutts, 
Trans.iorred from E'Ixtra Staff. 
Vke B Haycroft.
I'uv* N, Deai’iuan.
Lice G, Thou in*-,

. Tnui^fciTcd from extra staff.

Vtce 1’. Groves.
Vice W, a. Camv-bcll.
I'ur H, Millington. 
Tnmsferi'Hl from uxtra staff.
I Vet! if. W illiam?.

j-Transferred frnm extra ctaff.

1896.
Ma Donald, John A..

•i ,, Simplon, William ..
ii Crowley* Jeremiah..
17 „ Jarrett, Thomas ....
IT „ Itilcv, Michael.........
17 „ Duggan, James __
17 ,. Gorman, John ........
17 „ Malone, Joseph ,,,,
17 „ Couro\,John . .
17 „ Gibson, George ...
17 Quine, Janies ..
17 „ Fulton, Charles __
17 „ Young, Ernest... .
37 }* Paul ev, Janies .. ,,

Newton, William J.
31 ,, Bourkc, Thomas \V.
81 „
11 Sept..

T.aikiu, Michael ,
Cha|)uiau, Richanl ..

n Miffoi, Edxvard ..
n „ Ward, Edward ....
ii Brown, Charles .
20 Nov. Maync, Edward
20 „ Ward, Janies ....
20 „ Hanington, John
iJO ,, Dowling, Charles .
20 „ Ahern, ilichael .

1897.
7 Mav . Harris, James ...

IS June Gunn, Waliui __
I^nljourcr
Labourer

Tramu ay 6s—M a intb> a sv b Branch.
Tool collector................. 2,'- per day
Tool collector................. 2‘- per day
Labourer ..................... 7/- per day
Labourer......................... 7’- ]M?r day
Labourer......... .............. 7 per dav
Labourer......................... 7/- pur day
Labourer ... ........ 7/-poi day
Labourer.........................7/* per dav
Labourer......................... 7'-jifrday
Labourer ................. 7 - pur day
Labourer ............. 7/- per day
Junior labourer............ • G - per day'
Junior labourer ___ j G - per day
Junior labourer G-pcrdnj'
Junior labourer............. i Gf’ pur day
Labourer....................... 7/- per day
Ldhrmitr......................... 7/- per day
Labourer....................... (i'll per day
Labourer ................... GO per day
Labourer........................ G (i pur dav
Labourer .. ,,,, n g pur dnv
Labourer .............  7‘-]>erday
Tjilsouier ... . 7,-pcr da\
Laboui or ... .. fl/i> pur day
Lahouiur.............  0 0 per d^v
labourer .......... (* 0 ]xt day

-Transferred from extra stalf.

G 0 per day .
<h; pci (lu\ J 

I * i
11-i— Gr
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APPENDIX XXVIII.
NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS.

Return showing the Removals of Railway Employees from the 1st July, 1S96, to
the 30th June, 1897.

Date, Name, Position. Rate. Remarks.

1898. Ciiie? Accountings IlitANcii.
11 Aag..] Solomons, Simoon ........................ J Apprentice Clerk.. , , £70 per annum iRcaigncd.

1896.
22 Aug., Hatton. George .. ............... i

Traffic Auditors Cuancu.
Junior clerk............. ' £80 imr annum 1 Resigned. *9epi. Sheridan. Roheit J......................... £,760 per annum 

,C7(J per annum 
£•30 per annum 
£120 perammm

!ieceai,ed
ResigiK il.24 Oct. Wohnski, Ur} ................................

9 Nov. Morgan, Svil'noy A.........................
S9 „
12 Dec. 

1397.

Moloney. Patrick J........................ Junior clerk .................J Resigned.
Higrga, Charles H............................ Cleik....................... | £‘200 per annum Resigned.

8 May.. Carter, Frederick S........................ ' Approntiuc clerk......... - £70 per Annum , Resigned
29 June Hancox. Samuel D......................... Inspector .. ................. I .CoOjpcraiimnn, Deceased

1S9C.
5 July. Suthons, Joseph...........................

EsGtsuKR-iV'Cninr 
Fcttlcr............................ |

i‘0i: Exi&mo in
7/G per dav .,

RltAMTl.
Deceased

37 „ Dvmond, Henrv ........................ Fettler . . .......... 7/G i>cr dav ., Djcu.iscd,
23 „ iiiirgess. George ....................... Ganger............................ 0,’* per da\ .... Discharged.
25 „ Holloway, Edward ..................... Fettler............................ 7/G per day .. Deceased.

» O’Brien, William ........................ Fcttlcr.......................... 7 6 per day .... lt« tired.
J9 „ Almloni, John................................ Fettler........................ 7|G per dav . . Retired.
30 „
SO „ 7 G per day .. . 

7/G per dav ...so pr Prime, Charles................................ Labourer....................... Retired.
31 „ Mitchell, Joseph............................ Pettier............................ 7, G per day ... Resigned.

1 Aug.. Miller, Henrv ............................ Messenger ..................... 8/6 per day .. Retired.
4 ,p Langford, Henry........................... Fettler............................ 7/0 por dav .... Rosigncd.

13 pp Kcevers, Matthew E....................... 7/6 per day___
7/6 per dav ...15 „ MW’uff, Edward ............................ Pettier............................ liesigncd.

21 P, Taig, John..................................... Labourer ............... 7/fi per daj ,,, Deceased.
2fi M Martin, John R,, Junior............. Labourer....................... fl’fl per dav .. Rcaigned.
27 „ Paton, Charles ....................... Fettler............................ V/G per day .. Retired.
29 M Cummins, Richard....................... Pettier............................ 7,Cperday , Deceased.
29 Sept. Steel, Thomas................................ Labourer....................... 7/6 Jicr dav ,., Deceased

7/0 per day , . 
7/0 per dav . ..

Ruiigncil.
Deceased.22 lirown, Thomag............................ Pc tiler ........................

24 „ Smith, Robert............................ Pettier............................ 7(0 per dav , Retiicd.
29 „ Mabbott, William ......................... Fettler ..................... 7/6 per day Uc-igncd
St „ E’<lfei,slcy, Isaac............................ Foreman blacksmith .. U/'pcrday .. Rcliicd.
31 „ Hav, John...................................... Puttlci'..................... 7/d prr dav .. Discharged.

l) Dec. Puckett, George......................................... 7/G per day ,.., 
7/6 per day ,,,‘23 „ 

1897.
Driver, Samuel .............................. Fettler........................... Jlstired.

12 Jan. Noonan, John............................ Fettler............................ 7'fl per day ... Deceased.
23 11 Caff rev, Michael.................................... Ganger ................................. 8/G per day ... Deceased.
28 „ Moran, Patriuk............................................... Pettier ................... 7 -fl per day

7/0 per day ..
ID’tircrt,
Jtiitiivd28 Schroder, Henry......................................... Pettier....................................

28 „
10 Feb.

ft'- per day .... 
7/G per dav ....Carson, Samuel ....................... Fcttlcr....................................... Retired.

IS „ 7 G per day . . 
0/- per dav

Retired.
Retired.17 „ Hazelwood, Charles .............................. Ganger.......................................

25 >p Dow) mg, George........... .. Pettier......................................... 7/0 per day ... Retired
C Mar, Tvrei, Frederick W........................ ....... Ollioc boy ..., . . 2/- per day ., Resigned.
a „ Williams, Louis ......................... Pettier ....................... 7/6 per day ,. 

£230 per annum
Rctuccl,

31 „ Farnsworth, Edward.............................. Sub-In&pootor ............. Retired.
31 ,,
10 April

Wliito, John.................................................... Sub Inspector ................... £230 per annum Retired.
Green, Thomas ....................................... Fettlei , . . , 7 6 per day . . Re-«igiied

20 „ Lvons, Eugene ....................................
Elliott, William.......................................

Gauger . U1' jicr liaj .,., Dccoartwl.
Labourer.............................. 7/G per d i) .. Deceased .

2S ., Duggan, John ......................................... Ganger .................................... 9/- por dav Dixjuaaed
20 Conte, Willlnm ......................................... Fcttlcr.................................... 7/(i [iur day . KuLirud.
11 May.. Hannan, John.................................... Fettler . . , 7,6 per dav .. Docoj^ud.
22 „ 7(G per day . .. 

7/G j-ier d.iv . .
Deceased 
lieu red.27 H Fleming, Thomas ................................. Labourer .................................

24 June
25 „ 7/6 per day .

Lr Evoisyr.R.fe Pu/ 
7/fl per dav ...

1596.
3 July, H*-ste, Frank ...............................................

Cmnr Miichinica

Striker .................................

iNcrr.
Resigned *

fi » 7-G per day... 
IO/- per day .

Resigned.
Retired.White, Arthur W......................................... Fitter . . ..

9 „ Kemp, Walter J. R........................... Apprentice...................... LJ per daj ... Resigned,
0 M Knox, Andrew ......................................... Gland packd'. . 8 * pci dav ... Resigned

20 „ Dunn, James .. ., .............. Labourer ................................. O-o per dru . Deceased. .
23 „ Foster, Robert.........................................

Robson. Thomas.........................................
Painter . ... 9' per day Rctireil.

*3 „ Painter.................................... 6 8 per dav Retired.
„ Fleming, John................................ Painter ......................... £F- per dav .. Retired.

29 „ Jiowman, Frank .................................... .. Painter's assistant .... 7/G per day .. Retired.
29 „ Aubrev, David........................................... Driver ......................................... 12'- per dav Retired.
99 „ Vcrcoo, John ......................................... PueJinau.............................. 7/fl per dav .. . Retired
23 „ Walker, William......................................... Gland picker.................... 10/- per Uav Retired.
23 „ M'Pherson, James.................................... Labourer . . .. 7/- per day Retired.
24 „ Treadwell, Edward.................................... Pumper .............................. S/3 ]>cr dav.. Decease'll,
25 „ Petrie, Frederick ......................... j Pumper ......................... 8 S per day ... Deceased.
27 „ Egan, Michael.............................................. Storeman ......................... ‘ 6/6 jicr dav . Deceased.
30 „ Plunkett, Thomas.................................... Driver ,, . . j U'-pcrdav . Retired.
31 „ Peat, William .............................................. Fireman ................... j 10/* jicr day . Deceased,
31 „
6 Aup.

liCinon, William ...................................... Labouicr......................... 7/G per ua) .. Deceased.
Smith, James ........... ... .,
Schllnker. John.......................................

Cloaner ........................... 7/- per duv Resigned.
S „ Furnacnman ................. 1 l).G pt r dav .. Deceased,
8 Tidcswell, Waller ................................. Apprentice......................... 5 - pm dav ... Resigucii.

13 „ Kpv, Percy .................................................. Apprentice .. .. 5/- per dav ... Resigned.
lo M liotiGrtson, David ................................. Filter . .... 10/- per (lav Diseliargcd.
20 „ Anderson. James.................................... Labou rcr................................. 7/ per dav ... Ilcsigneil.
21 „ McDonald, Janies ............................ Fireman.............................. a/- per dav ... DiftehargJd.
24 „ Roney, Nelson............................................ Boilermaker's assistant, 7 6 jicr dav . Deceased.
29 „ Taylor, James It......................................... Car builder ................... 1 10'- jici dav . Resigned
14 Sept Smith, \\ illiam ....................................

Kell, George F.............................................
Fireman ........................... j 16'-per day Discharged.

17 „ Shop bov . ... fi/- per day . Ili-Signefl,
17 .. Harkncss, John ................................. Rodcriiialirr . . 11/6 prr day . Resigned.
19 „ Egan, Timothy......................................... Firoman.............. . 10/- per day.. UO"ignod,
24 „ Westwood, Edwin ................................. Striker................................. 7 0 per day , IU signcrl.
25 „ Orr, William............................................... Pnintci's nsSiSiant ... 7/6 jicr dsv . Deceased-
26 „ O'- per day .. 

7/G per dayM „ Smith, John................................................. Lalwurcr. ................. Resigned.
1 Oct. Hern berg, Coleman.............................. Apprentice............................ fi/- per day . Resignul.
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APPENDIX XXVIII—continued.

Date. Name. Position. Rate Remarks,

1896.

1 Oct. Hawkins, William.........................

Chief Mroiiasical E

Car builder.........................
saivi.EiFs Branc 

10/-0 per day ..
1—ronftmwd.
Deceased.

4 „ Jiiundl, Di-nrv .................................. I'amtcr ............................. 8/- per dny Deotas.i'i],
7 M
7 „

lirs'aut, Leslie ....................................
Thompson, John................................

Apprentice....................
Fire man .................. , ,

5/- per day .... 
It1/- per day .

Resigned
Dtechar^ed

Ifi „
Ifi fr

Scott, Albert ..................................
Wilwn, William .................................

Fuelman.............................
Apprentice.........................

V- pee day .... 
5 - per day

Resigned.
Resigned,

18 „ Raui&ay, Amlrow................................. Examiner ......................... 10'- iici day . Dccc-iised
2*2 „
22 „

Miller, Joseph......................................
Campling, George.............................

Cleaner ............................. • 7/- per dav____
Turner ................ . H0r- pci day___ ■

Resigned.
Resigned

26 „ 1 lamicrv, James.................... . Apprentriec .................... 2r'- jicr day , Resigned.
1) Nov. \\ illiams, William ............................. Gland packer................ 9/- per dav . .. Resigned.

14 Dec. Walker, William ................................ Boiler {iispector. . £300 per annum Ijfcoeaspd.
17 „ Lachlan, Freiierlrk............................. Call boy....................... 3'3 per duv . Left the Service
ID „ Dewhursl, Kli ............. ... Fitter........................... l(i/- pin dav ... Discharged.
IU „ Hennessy, John............................. Labourer, .... poi dav .. Discharged.
10 „ Higgins, Henrv .................... .. Labourer......................... 0/0 per dav .. Discharged.
31

1897,
D Jan.

Cheuseiuuu, Arthur .........................

McIntTre, John ...........................

Apprentice ....................

Apprentice.........................

£/- jicr day ....

ft-per day ..

Resigned,

Resigned.9 „ KeUl, John ................ .... Fitter................................ ll/- per day Deceased.
U „ Front, Arthur .................................. Steam-shed Inspector.. £37<>ipcrnnuuui Deceased,
14 „ O'Sullivan, Michael ......................... Fitter.................................. 10 - per day Resigned.
1ft „ Sudden, Richard........................... Cleaner ......................... 7/- per dav . Resigned.
21 „ Cowling, Gpoq^e ........................... Lifter ............................. 9/2 per day... Resigned
2S „ Hams, Jainou...................................... Mosaetiger......................... 2/- per dav .. Iji’ichcrgcd,
2B ij Hutchison, Ralph ........................... Boiler-maker.. ... 11/6 per day . Discharged.
2ft ,,

r> Fell.
K ,,

Schrocder, Krcdeuck......................... Labouicr....................... 7 6 per day ,, Resigned.
Dodd, Thomaa ..................................
Walker, Frederick.............................

Jloilor-i linker................
Pumper ...........................

10 ft per day . 
8/8 per day..

Deceased.
Deceased,

ir> ,,
25 „

Coppcnvuilu, Tltomas ....................
Goodwin, Herbert.............................

Pumper .............................
Car-builder.........................

8/8 per day ... 
10/u per day ..

Deceased.
Deceased ,

4 Mar. Earlcjp, James...................................... Cloaner ............................. 2di per day .... Discharged.
C „ inyjuiar, Wilimin............................. Apprentice .................... ft/- per dav .. Resigned,
8 „ Nicliolls, John...................................... Crane attendant . .. 7 '0 per dav ... Deceased.

17 „ Taylor, William .................................. Examiner .. . 9-- per dav .. Deceased.
20 t, Htloy, Francis...................................... Bolter-maker's assistant S'- per dav .... Deceased.
2J », Dihhs, John.......................................... Apprentice .................... ft'-per dav___ Resigned.lZS „ Kernvick, Eitward .........................

Moir, Alexander.................. ..
Robinson, Henry.................................

Cleaner ......................... V- per day___ Resigned.
Resigned2-1 r. Waggon-builder . ... JO/-per dav ..

7 Ainli Carnage builder .. 16/6 pur day . Deceased.
10 „ Daniels, William.............................

Kiehnrdy, William II......................
Turner................................. ID-per day . Resigned,

10 „ Labourer ........................ 7,6 per day . . Discharged.
12 C<iok, George .................................. btoioman...................... 8/-pcrday . . Resigned.
34 ii
28 „

Simpson, Fredeiiuk ......................
Farnham, John ..................................

Painter ...........................
Pumper ....................

S{- pei da.v .... 
8/6 per dav ..

Deceased
Deceased.

2!) ,, Kmnvlc^, William......................... Boilermaker’s assistant 7/-per dav .. Deceased,
1 May. Weeks, George ............................. Assistant examiner .... 3'- ver day .. Resigned.
•t » Dean,Charles ...................................... I’itter......................... H>/S per dav .. Resigned.
7 Baldwin, Horace .............................

Foster, Charles .............................
Apprentice . ___ 3/* per day ... Resigned.

H „ Ftttcr ............................. 8/- por dav ..,, Resigned.
B ,, Raker, William R............................ Carriage builder ... . 10/6 per day Resigned.

30 ,, Lyduu, William .................................. Labourer .................... 7/6 per dnv.. Discharged.
16 .. Fieiili, George ............................. Labourer ........................ 8/- per day .,.. Deceased
24 11 Dodds, James .................................. Driver ............................. 13'- per da\.... Deceased,
ll) Juno, Robinson, William.......................

Uoodn in, George.................................
Pumper ....................... 8/8 per day ... lli'tircrl.

32 ,, Apprentice......................... -/IO per dav .. Resigned.
17 „ Cameron, Percy ............................. Apprentice...................... ■/10 per duv ,, Discharged
17 ,, Gimhert, Phillip.................................. Labourer........................ 7/6 per day___ Deceased,
IS „ Hall, George ...................................... Striker ........................ 7/6 per day .. . 

ll'-per dav ..
Jh'L'cascd,

24 ,, Inglis, Allan........................................... Blacksmith....................... Deceased.
30 ,, Hithhard, James................................. Steam shed inspector . £2S0 per ami um Retired.

1896.

2.S .Tune Herring, Ftuinv ..................................
Csiief That 

Gatekeeper.........................
IC MAMAOKLt’ti Bi

Free house___
lAXcn.

Resigned.
25 „

1 Julv
Allen, James...........................................
M'O.dhim, Donald.............................

Gatekeeper ....................
I'orter.................... .. , .

7/6 per week . 
7/- per dav ....

Resigned.
Deceased

1 u Owen, Richard...................................... Porter................................ 7A per dav , Discharged.
o Rowland, Esther............................. Gatekeeper......................... Free house .. Resign od.
4 ,, Boswell, Thoinnii.................................. Gatekeeper .................... 7'6 per dav___ Dt cvascd.
0 11 Morris, Cecelia.................................... Gatekeeper.................. Free bouse ... Rittiliaigcd
0 ) * Holloway, Annie................................ Gatekeeper ................ Free hou^D .... Resigned.
0 „ Gamfichi, Matilda ....................... Gatekeeper......................... 7/- per week . Resigned,

10 „ Dane*, Abel ......................................... Porter ................................ 7/6 per dav . Discharged.
11 >> Richard, Airs...................................... Platform attendant.... ft/-per week .. Discharged.
1ft M Butler, Waiter ll. ... .. Junior porter................ 5'* ]>er dav .... Resigned
IS „ Davis, Matilda .. ....................... Gatekeeper....................... 7/- per week . Resigned.
20 „ Hutson, Kcmh .................................. Gatekeeper.................... Free house . Discharged.
21 ,, Stead, George ...................................... Olttecr-ln-eharge ......... £140 per aim. Resigned.
21 „ Jones, Evan ........................................ I'orter ............................. S/6 per dav___ Deceased.
22 ,, IGIlmglv, Alfred ... . Porter ...................... 7/6 per dav , Titerharged.
2lt ,, Pi ingle, william..................................

Miller, John........................................
Junior porter.................. 2'Gpcrdiiv . Dteobai god.

23 „ Junior porter . . .. 4/2 per day . .. Dtechargud.
25 „ Priee, Thomas................ . ,.

Clifford, William..................................
Porter ........................... 7/- per dav . Discharged.

27 „ Shunter . . .. 7/G per dav .. Resigned
27 ,, Dickson, James................................ Junior porter............ ft/- per dav .... Deceased.

O’Null, Robert ................................ Operator......................... £90 per annum Uwjgned.
2S „ La Hoohe, Georgo ........................... Relies hig oflicer-m- £150 p*r annum Resigned,

30 Clarke, Charles .............................
charge.

Porter ,, ........................... 7,6 per dav .. Retired
30 „ Planner}, Michael......................... Poi ter................................. 7-6 per day,, , Retired.
30 ,, Partington, William ....................... Porter ............................. 8'-per dav .. Retired.
31 ,, Bri.wu, William .................................. Junior clerk ... . LlftCporaiiliurU Resigned.
31 11 M'Ncale, Janies........................... Porto™ ii-charge .. 36/- jKir week Realigned.

31 ,, Davies, George .................................. Clerk ...............................
and home 

£160 per luiiinni Jtosigncd.
31 ,, Jiyprcg, Joseph ............................... Clerk ............................... £‘2110 peranuiun Resigned.
31 „ Daniel, Frederick .... . Clerk .............................. £170pcr annum Resigned.

1 Aug
2 M

Chandler, Stephen.............................
Warren, Joseph..................................

Porter..................................
Porter................................

7/6 per day___
8/- por day .

Retired
Deceased.

4 J 9 Portcus, John A. . . Clerk .................................. £130 per annum Resigned,
4 „ Carberrv, William ....................... Junior olork .................... £90 per annum Resigned.
4 „ Webb, Thomas.................................. Signalman ................ 11’-per dav . Retired.
4 „ Thomson, Chattel........................... Junior porter.................... ft/- per dav ,, . Resigned.
4 „ O’Connor, Henn ........................... Porter.................................. O'-per dav . Resigned
(J „ Road, Francis.................................... Poi ter............................. 6/- per tlav ... Resigned.
(i „
7 ,»

Anderson, John ..................................
Matthew&, Thomag .....................

Cterk ..................................
Porter..................................

£165 per annum 
8/* per dav ..

Retired.
Retired.

7 „ Wright, George ................................ Guard........................... 10/6 per dav .. Method.
10
12 „

Half] Thom ait ......................................
Tenrcv, '1 hnniiu* .............................

Porter................................
Night officer................

7;'per day .. 
£140 per aim...

Resigned, ,
Resigned,

12 „ Cromack. Alfred.................................. Olfiecr-in-'jhargc ,.. £150 per aim .. Deceased,
12 „ Cottingham, Frank......................... Telegraph probationer.. 2 6 per week Resigned.
12 „ Hall, William ...................................... Night watchman ... 7 - perdav___ Retired
13 ,, Colgan, John........................................... Clerk .............................  . £130 perann. Reaigned.
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Position. Kate, Remarkg.

ISM. CijiEf Tiumo MAXAaEit'i Iiaatci!—iwiKinucrf.

17 Auj. 
17 „ 
SO „ 
21 „ 
25 ■■
Sij ,, 

20 „ 
27 „ 
27 „

28 „
2S „
29 „
2(1 „
20 „
31 „
SI
31 „

1 Sept-
2
* „ 
i M 
8 „
8 „

10 „
12 „
12 „
14 „
16 „
17 ,,
21 „
22
22 „
23
23 „
24 „
21 „
2a „
30
30 „
30 „

1 Oct.
2 „
‘ „

11 „
14
10 „
21 „
20 „
30 „
31 „
31 „
31 „
31 „

4 Nov. 
4 „ 
fi „

fi
11
ll
1‘1
1*5
1*
10
ZD ,t

ao »
„

"2 14
23 „ 
27 ,,

as „ 
as „

w ,i 
sd „

Q D«J. 
2 „
4
0 „

* .1
» r.

31 ,►11 „
12 „ 
1»
li» ,i
20 ,i
21 „ 
^ „

2S „

20 7,
20 ii

30 „ 
M „
31 „ 
ill ,,

1ii07. 
1 Jan.
1 n 
1 n 
1
1 ».
1 »,
1 „
1 V,
1 .1

I Pringle, Kalph ..........................
1 Tucker, HerberL .....................
i Da'-ie.s, VTilIuim .. .. ....

■Jones, Lilian ..............................
Futton, Walter............................
Flanders, William ...............
Yeo, Junies ................................
Hick% Ernest ..............................
Ambler, Percy.........................
Dickey, Janie*............................
Sddcn, Oswald..............................
Fletcher, lleniy ........................
tlamlera, Archibald .................
Seckold, Herbert..........................
Moore, Thomas ........................
Dunn, Patrick................................
Price, William................................
Pqntey, Itohert ............................
Dreue, Sidney diaries.................
Douglas, Charles............................
Bray, Herbert................................
Simms, Charles ............................
Roberts, Arthur .........................
Neweombe, Kate..........................
Elkin, Thomas..............................
Kinshela, Herbert........................
Hartman, Alfred............................
Cassm, .lames................................
Pickering, Frank..........................
Knox, Alexander...........................
Smith, Frederick............................
Rcnricn, Sarah....... .................... ..
Hall, Isabella ............................
Kelbck, Frederick.........................
Alien, William ..........................
Rrown, George ............................
Cuthbert, William........................
itoxby, Fetor ................................
Kelly, James ................................
Pearce, James..................... ,,.,
Hutton, John ...........................
Pryor, Havelock............................
Nash, Catherine............................
O’Rogan, Joseph............................
Casey, Michael .......................
Buckley, Jeremiah........................
Si'cncor, AUred ...........................
Bennett, George........................
Harman, Bit haul ........................
Simms, Edward ......... ...
Harris, Mary..................................
Ralph, Joseph..............................
Rainsford, Peruse............................
Hclmsle}, Clara ........................
lung, Ernest.... ...................
McMahon, John........................
Robinson, Jo-eph.......................
Burges*, William............................
Suliunn, William .........................
Shepherd, Sarah............................
Cairns, James............................
Adams, Mary ................................
ChrisLison, Alexander ...........
O'Donnelt, Patrick........................
Simms. Emma............................
Bragg, Bi-njiiimn............................
Writer, Edwaid ...................
Sinclair, Elizabeth ... . .
Scott, David............... ,,
Dennis, Atm ...............
Taylor, Mary ........................

Wolfendcn, MUton .................
Wilson, Miss Annie........................
Brown, Alcxandei.......................
Smith, Mary..................................
JFDowell, Henjftmln.....................
Costello, William .................
Sutcliffe, Walter..........................
Moore, George............................
Itailtou, James............................
Lovell, Thomas .................
Pimno, Mary ................................

1 Wilson* William T..........................
Yidlci, Robert .........................
Owen, Mrs. Ague.*.........................
White, Francis!................................
Svke*, Kafc ............................
Madden, Ernot............................
Camper, Henry ............................
Watson, Robert.......................
Hast, Lucy ....................................
M‘Graill, Bridget ........................
MaynC, ilangaret...................

Withered, Mrs. Frances .. .

Landley, Richard .........................
Norton, Mary ................................

Blunt, Edward................................
Rear, TheophiJus ........................
Beal, Henry..................................
Tretheucy, John.......................

Telegni|>h probationer..
Signalman.....................
i'orter...........................
Gatekeeper .................
Junior porter.............
Junior porter . . .
Porter .....................
Junior porter...............
Junior porter..!.........
Offiecr-m-charge .
Rulieving&tAtiDiwnasfcer
Junior porter...............
Junior clerk .................
Jumor porter.......... ...
Junior porter,............
Junior porter.................
Station-master.............
Junior clerk .................
Officer-in-charge .........
Porter............................
Junior jwrfcer .............
Junior iiorter.................
Porter............................
Gatekeeper .................
Junior clerk .................
Junior porter.............
Junior porter.............
Porter ...........................
Cleric ............................
Clerk ..........................
Clerk .........................
Gatekeeper ___*.........
Gatekeeper...................
Clerk .....................
Statiou-mastei ........
Operator and clerk ..
Junior clerk .................
Apprentice clerk___
Portcrun-charge .........
Porter ......................... '
Special inquiry officer..
Junior clerk .................
Gatekeeper...................
Junior porter ___
Porter............................
Porter...........................
Junior porter...............
Junior porter ..
Portci............................
Junior clerk .................
Gatekeeper.....................
Gatekeeper.................
Telephone boy .........
Platform attendant__
Junior porter...............
Junior porter ...............
Porter ..........................
Guard . . .............
Telegraph probationer.. 
Platform attendant..
Gatekeeper.................
Gatekeeper.....................
Porter ......................
Night officer.................
Gitekreper...............
Poiter ......................
Shunter .....................
Gatekeeper....................
Junior porter . . .
Gnlckeepur ...............
(hilekeepcr .............

Junior ijortcr ___
GatekeejKir.................
Porlei ........................
Gatekeeper.....................
Junior porter.................
Junior porter.................
Junior clerk.................
Clerk............................
Junior clerk .............
Officcr-in-charge.........
Gatekeeper...................
Porter ........................
Shunter ........................
Gatekeeper....................
Junior poiter .............
Gatekeeper .................
Telegraph probationer. 
Night station-iiiRster
Guard..........................
Gatekeeper...................
Gatekeeper,. . .
Gatekeeper...................

Gatckcei>cr,..

Junior porter. 
Gatekeeper ,

Guard.................
Apprentice clerk
Junior ulerk ----
Junior porter ...

2 d per week 
0 0 per day 
7f-jierday ,
Free house..
5/- per day . 
o - per d.vy .
7/- per day 
4r2 per dny.
5/- per day . 
LHb perann. 
JHilCI peraimum 
3'4 per day..
£S0 per annum 
n/H per day ....
5/- per day----
5/- per day .. 
£1711 perann... 
£100 per atm, . 
£lS0per ann,..
7 G per dav .... 
&{- ]>cr da.v .... 
3/4 i>er day . . 
"it- per day ... 
Free house .... 
£10Q per ann... 
ft;- per day .,
4/2 pur day__
71-jwrday __
£180 per ann... 
£230 per aim,,, 
£lo0 pur ann. . 
16/- per week .. 
7^-per week .. 
£200 per ann... 
£100 pur ami... 
£80 per ann. . 
£90 per ann. . 
£70 per ann. .. 
40'* per week
8 - per day__
il-iOper annum 
£80 per annum 
Free house ..
4; 2 per day 
If- per daj ..
7 rG per day „
8/4 jx;r day 
ft/- per day 
Tjft pur day .. 
£00 per annum 
7A per week . 
IS/- per week . 
10/- per vioek. 
5/- per week . 
4/2 per daj ... 
3J<4 per daj ... 
7/- per day ..

per day 
2,0 per week . 
ft'-per week . 
Free house ... 
7'-per week ,, 
7/G per day ... 
£130 per annum 
7/- pur week . 
7/(1 per day 
7/* per day.... 
Free House , . 
2'f! poi daj .i 
7/* ]>^r week j 
7/- per week 

amt house, j 
2/0 per dav ... a 
7pur week 
(F- per day . 
Kroe house . 
ft'- per day . 
ft/- pci day .
£80 per annum 
£130 per annum 
£90 per annum 
£140 per annum 
True houbC ... 
7/- per day .... 
7/* per pay . .
Jh’CC hou^e .,
2 fi per day .
7/-por week ..
2/G per week . 
£160 peraimum 
12” per day — 
1ft/- per week 
Free house . ., 
15/- per week 

and house. 
10- per week 

and house.
2,‘(> per day 
ft/- j>or week 

and house 
10/0 per daj 
£70 per annum 
£l00puramium 
2/0 per daj

Discharged.
Discharged,
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Retired.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Discharged.
Resigned.
Resigned
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Retired.
Resigned
Resigned
Lhscharsred.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned,
Resigned
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Deceased
Discharged.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Deceased.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Rctircti.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Diircharged.
Retirefi
Discharged.
Deceased.
Discharged.
Discharged.
Itu-iigneil.
Rcdgned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Rpsigtied.
Dischai*god.
Discharged.
Retired.
Deceased.
Discharged.
Discliarged.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Dibuharged
Resigned.
Disuhargetl.
Disefiargod.
l>uLeased.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Discharged
Discharged

Kcsignbd.
Resigned.
Resigned
Resigned.
Discharged.
Discharged,
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Discharged.
Resigned.
Deceased.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Discharged.
Discharged.
itesigned.
Resigned.
Deceased.
Resigned.
ResigiiLMl
Resigned.

Resigned.

Discharged.
Deceased.

Deceased,
Resigned.
Discharged.
Discharged.

Laing, Joseph.................
Moran* PatiiuL .................
Rrjor, Phillip.....................
Riiig, William.................
Odds, William ....
Gallagher, William ___
Coombe*:, Cecil .............
Kidov, Thomas.............
WolfendiT. K*lgur ,
Wright, Sidiiej . . ..

Porter ...........
Junior cleik ........
Apprentice clerk .. 
Guard .. .
Officer-in charge ..
Junioi clerk .........
Nnrht officer . ..
Junior nOiter.. ..
Apprentice clerk 
Otticer-m-chargc ..

7/il por day 
£120 per annum 
£i0 |>cr annum 
BI/- jicr tlay 
I'lftft pur annum 
£81} per Qiimnn 
£l4npcrfluniiin
ft - pei dav . 
£30 |KU aiuiuni 
£i40]>erainuini

Deceased
Resigned.
Resigned.
Discharged.
Deceased.
Resigned.
Itesigiud
Resigned
Ite-igncfh
Decua^wt,
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Date. Name.

APPENDIX XXVIII—<»» <»»»**.

Position. Rate, RemaikF.

1897. 
4 Jan.

4 
7 
7
n
9 

li 
14
19 

‘Jl 
22
20 
2«

1 Feb,

a 
y 

ll 
ll
11 
]i
12 
10 
la 
la is 
is
ib
m 
20 
20 
22 
24 
irt

8 
l

(1 
0 
<)

IS 
20 
20 
20 
20 
27 
20 
:U 
31 

1 April

Ciiiff Trakvic Manaaer'h Beaxcii—r«Uf««cd,

a
13
20
21
20

Hewaton, Mrs...............

Lord, William......... ..
Green* Alfred ............
Cowie, Alexander
Gov ie, Sarah ................
Hannon, Mrs. Margaret.
Teague, PhilJjp ............
J'idcock, Frederick.........
Watts, John....................
Lee, Annie....................... .
Guthrie, Mrs. Alary....

! APDougall, Louisa........
StnfTord, Henry ......... ..

. Prohert, Arthur ..........
I Stephenson, William .. ,
1 ilfiyck, Francis .............

Dryani, Waller .............
Crossett, ilninos.............
Arblastcr, Thomas.........
Vaughan, Thomas __
Moodie, Edward.............
Hcnebery, William..........
Knight, John .................
Colgan, Timothy.............
Daley, Kato.....................
Small, Itobcrt.................
Dargaii, William............
Crowe, Mildred .............
Hewlett, Janies .............
Walton, Violet.................
KothwulL, George ..
O’Kourkc, Frank.............
Harkin, tleorge ..........
Garner, John .................
Greaves, Emma .............
iJumie, Janies ................
White, Susan .............
>Tuivninn, Alary .............
Greek, Arthur.................
ITiugle* llalph ............
Lillycrop, Frederick . ..
Aitwilt, Charles .............
Father, Selina...............
Hodges, Thomas . .,
Bartholomew, Rose ..
Alanson, George ........
Horne, Maty . . ..
Donndlan, Margaret ..
Prmglc, William.............
Bort on, Joseph .............
Mcllwraith, JameB. .. 
Gelding, Thomas,, , ..
rautktier, Henry.............
Reiiding, Alrb. ___
Smith, Jane ...................

EiK’kpitt, George 
! Smith, Ambrose . 
' Moffatt, William . 

Anderson, Jamee. 
Croak, Margaret 

I Hibhorti, Albert . 
I l-oston, Wilhiun

3D M Elliott, Robert ..................... Telegraj'li probationer.. 2 0 per wiek
1 Atm.. Winter, Aiatilda..................... Gatekeeper and 

laundress
12'd pei ueck 

and house.
3 ,, Williams, Airs................................ . Gatekeeper . .. 20/- per week 

and house.
Duncan, Jane................................ Gatekeeper................. Free house ,.

5 „ Camhournc, Annie......................... Gatekeeper ................. Free houro . ..
O ,, M Taddeo, Agnes ................... Gatekeeper ................. TZ-pcr^eek .
7 ,, Malcolm, Marv ............................ Gatekeeper..................... 7/- per week .
8 „ Alt, Henry .................................. Office r-m-chnrgo . . £140 per annum 

and £56 per 
annum postal,

13 •• Drowe, Annie................. . AUetidanl ami gate
keeper

10/- per week ..

19 „ Kcllv, Georgina............................ Gatekeeper................. Free hoiihc ..
21 Milligan, Robert............................ Junior porter......... 2/G per dav___
23 „ Maloncv, Jolin.............................. Junior porter................. ,P4 piT dav .
20 „ Smith, Charloss..............................

David bon, Nabob............................
Ot!iccr-iu-chiirge . £140 pur annum

•il Porter........................... 8/- per <lai ___
1 June Cleaver, Isabella.........................

All* Sarah........................................
Platform idtendant . . Free house . .

2 Gatekeeper..................... 7/- |)er week .
4 ,, Ktindinist, Jane ........................... Gatekeeper................. 7/- per week and 

house
5 ,, Solomons, Alexander .................

Houghton, Sarah............................
Apprentice clerk ........
Gatekeeper.................

£'JU jxir annum
o ,, 15/- per wcik 

ami house.
0 .* O'Sullivan, Fanny....................... Rarrack attendant 7/(1 per week .
7 „ Watts, Minnie . ................. Gatekeeper..................... Free house ,.
S Regan, Elivalieth ..................... Gatekoei>cr..................... 7/-pur wiiek ..

10 „ Walsh, Mrs Jano ................... Platform attendant .,. Free house ...
10 „ Lawrence, ITonora........................ Gatekeeper................... 7/-per week ..
It ,, Dick, Matgarot................................ Gatekeeper . . . 7/- por week ..
Ifi Fulljamcs, William..................... Apprentice Clerk........ £30 per annum
10 ,, Fielding, Thomas ....................... Clerk ......................... ■dCCper annum 

(i'-pordni . .18 M Proctor. Patrick.......................... Porter . ....
18 ,, Kcllv, Thomas................................ Guard............. , . lO/U per day .
•-yn Hnea, AV ill nun................................ Porter ... ___ 8'- per dav
24 ,, Atkins, Alfred ............................ Junior Porter................. fi/- per dm, __
24 ,, Blanch, TheophiJus ..................... Junior Porter............... fi/- ]icr day ....
90 ,, Crokc, John . ......................... Gatekeeper ............. lf>/- per week .
30 „ Green, Oharles................................ Clerk .......................... £U0|>er annum

Gatekeeper .............

Station-master ........
Crossingkeeper............
Night officer.............
Gatekeeper ...............
Gatekeeper ...............
Junior clerk.............
Junior clerk .............
Porter .......................
Gatekeeper.................
Gatekeeper...................
Platfoim attendant...
Stationmaster .........
Signalman ...................
■lunior porter ........
Porter.............  ....
Postal assistant............
Porter ...........................
Porter...........................
Junior porter.............
Porter-m-charge ... .
Shunter.....................
Porter...........................
Night oflit-er...............
Gatekeeper...................
Relieving officer .. . 
Telegraph probationer
Gatekeeper...............
Night officer . 
Gatekeeper ....
Signalman...................
Junior clerk ... ,
Junior porter .. ,
shunter .. ..
GatcKccper .............
Jumor porter, . ..
Gatekeeper.. .........
Gatekeeper ___
Junior porter .........
Junior ixirter . . ,
i’orter .....................
Junior porter .. ..
Gatekeeper...................
Junior porter .. . ,
Office cleaner .............
Relieving stationmasterj
Gatekeeper ...............  j
Gatekeeper .... 1
Junior porter................ j
Gatekeeper ............
Stationmaster ..
Junior clerk .,
Gatekeeper.............
Gatekeeper ............
Gatekeeper ...

Porter ..
Gatekeeper . .
Shunter .. .
Porter ...................
GatokeciM-r..
Porter.....................
Ticket coiled or .. .

7/- per week <fc 
house.

,C2Qf)per annum 
15/- per week .. 
£130 peraimum 
Free hoii-40 .... 
7/- per week , 
£95 prr annum 
£90 per annum 
ti/- per day . 
10|* per week 
Free house .,. 
Free house ... 
£175 per annum 
S/C per day .... 
5/- per day .... 
7/-per day .... 
£80 per annum 
35/- per week .. 
0/- per day .... 
5/- per day ,,.

J 45/-p. wk.&h’so 
' 7/0 por day... • 

8/- per day ... 
.Cl&OiMir annum 
Ficc house 
£i40pcran mini 
2'0 ixu week 
6/ p, wk.Ai h’sc 
£140 per annum 

i Free house .... 
11/0 per day ... 
.£80 per ammm 
2'0 |>er day ,, . 
7/C |Kir day ,, 
7/- por week 
5/- per dav 
7/- per week 
Free house . -. 
fi/* jwr da> .. 
2/0 per day 
0/- l>er day , , 
3‘4 jier day .. 
Free house ... 
fi/-per day 
30/- per week: 
£200]jeranmiru 
10'- per week 
Ifi/- per uuek . 
3/4 per day .
7/-i>cr neek .. 
£105 per annum 
£90 per annum 
Free house .... 
Free iiouse 
5/- jicr week and.

house. ' 
7;- per day 
Free house .
7/U per dav - 
7'-per day .
7/- ]>cr u eek 
"A por day 
S/- tier da> .

Resigned.

Resigned,
Discharged.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Discharged.
Resignerf.
Resigned,
Resigned.
Resigned.
Jiesignod
Hcsignod.
Dischargcd-
Resigned.
Discharged
Deecnijod.
Discharged.
Discharged.
Discharged.
Resigned
Resigned.
Resigned,
Resigned.
Resigned
Resigned.
Deceased
Resigned,
Discharged.
Resigned.
Discharged.
Dccoascd.
Resigned.
Discharged
Jiesignod.
Resigned,
Resigned.
Rosigiicd.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Discharged.
Rcsigneti,
l)i.»ehai*ge<l.
Designed
Discharged,
Resigned.
Resigned.
liesignetl.
Discharged,
Diwdiarged.
Resigned,

Resigned.

Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Deceased.

Resigned,

Resigned.
Discfinrged.
Dibehar^rcd.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.

Resigned.
Resigned.

Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Discharged.
Resigned.
Resigned
Discharged.
Resigned.
DiSChargC<l.
Dcccasod.
Deceased.
Resigned.
Reigned.
Discliargod
Retired.

*396. 
16 Juh 
31 Deo.

1897. 
10 Mar. 
20 Slav.

Signal and Interlock ing ENOiNEERft’ Beascu

Srplirw, Roler___
Notman, William .

Murphy, William . 
RouMou, William. . 
Phurov, Fiwlenck .

Driller 
Driller___

Carpenter
Jjahnuror.
Labourer

i 3r-per day .. .1 Resigned. 
___ 7/6 per day__ Resigned.

HR-p^r dav | Discharged. 
7/0 tier dav ... i Rusignod. 
T.Cpcrday . I Deceased.

113—II
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Date. Name.

APPEIsDiX XXV1LI—continued.

Position. Kate. Remarks.

I£9C.
2 Aug. 

-2 ,
11 Dec..

1897. 
27 Jan. 
■27 „
31 M 
17 War. 
27 May..

Electrical Esc enter's Kealch.
Charllon, William H................... . .Tumor fitter............... 4-''per day ..i Deecasecl.
M'Crae, Oliver   ................... 1 Telegraph messenger 3/10 per day Koaigned
Hoare, Walter J..................... ‘ ‘ ' ' S i ‘ ..... ~

Murdock. Archibald
Cliff, Richard .........
Palmer, Charles .. . 
Thacter, Herman . 
Prit?Jer, William....

Eleetricai light attend- 31220 per annum Discharged, 
ant, Evcleigh.

Fitter...........................i 9/- per day .. „ Resigned
Electrical cadet.. . .I 2/3 per day .. Resigned.
Rloctric light attendant lO^Sperday ... Dcceitsed. 
District Inspector .... 9'-per day.. Resigned 
Prolialioner ............. j 2 0 per week . DiscliaTgcd

1893. pROrKRTY AM) ESTATE UftiN’CIt
23 Sept! Little, Robert B.............................. Junior cleri: ............. I £110p*r annum Di'ccafied.

1897. 1 i
1 Feb. | Vernon, John............................ | Property & estate agentl £725 per urcnum| Transferred to Treasury Depanincnt.

189ti. 
10 July 
18 ,,
30 h 
3 Aug, 
* „ 
f> tr 

18 „
14 Sepb. 
24 „
28 „

2 Nov. 
20 „
3U „
9 Dec. 
1897. 

n Jan. 
9 Feb.

n
10 Mar. 
IS „
24 r,
10 April 
21 „
0 Mav.. 

13 ,/
H June 
19 „

Tramway Employees.
TRAlfA'AVi)—LfUJOUOnVB Dravcu.

Dennison, Oliver............................
Boden, Joseph ..........................
Noyce, George W............................
Byrne, John....................................
Rogers, John C...............................
Boxall, Joseph................................
ADAnulty, william........................
Newlands, Stephen........................
Heness, George G...........................
Kelly, John ....................................
Ellis, John.......................................
Magnail, William .........................
Wight, Charles ............................
Apps, Thomas............................

Monro, Robert G.............................
Noyce, William ............................
Stephenson, Michael.....................
Gardiner, Henry ..........................
Walker, Walter ............................
Strachan, Charles E,.....................
Wanklin, ’William.................
Walker, George A...........................
ITariand, Thomas ........................
Burncsa, William ........................
Sparkes, Sidney H..........................
McLean, Alexander .....................
Clarke, James T..............................

Labourer.........................
Driver............................
Apprentice.....................
Labourer........................
Fitter .........................
Watchman.....................
Painter’s assistant ,.,.
Cleaner ............... ...
Labourer.........................
Car lifter........................
Driver.........................
Driver............................
Car lifter.........................
Lamp trimmer.............

G/O per day . . 
13/- perdav. ..
5J* per day__
7/- per day .. 
10/- per day... 
7/6 per day ,. 
7/C per day .. 
3/* per day ... 
7/- pur day ... 
S/G per day ., 
11/- pur day . 
11/- per day 
8/6 per day... 
7/- put day .,.

Discharged
Retired.'
Resigned,
Retired.
Retired.
Retired.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Deceased
Deceased,
Discharged
Discharged.
Deceased.
Deceased.

Cleaner.....................
Driver............................
Stationai’venginc-dmer
Fitter............................. 1
Fireman ................... I
Labourer......... ... ............|
Driver...................................■
Urassmoulder...............
Driver...........................
Labourer.......................
Cleaner ........................
Cleaner .......................
Blacksmith...............

7r- per day . .. 
13/-per day .
9/- per day___
10/2 per day 
8/- per day , ., 
7/- per day . .
13/- per day___
19/- per day .. 
11/- per day .. 
7A per day .. 
3/9 per day .. 
C/G per day . . 
12.- per day....

Discharged.
Resigned,
Discharged.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned,
Discharged.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Discharged.
Discharged
Deceased.

1S96, Thahways—Traffic Bhascii

18 July Jenkins, Edward........................
18 „ Day, Philip ....................................
23 h Brennan, George ..........................
29 s, Swan, Ernest A ............................
27 11

3 Aug.
Keeling, Richard............................
Bolton, John ................................

* t * Wilsson, Neil J............................
10 „ King, John ....................................
30 „ Matthews, John............................
10 „ Williams, Charles ........................
10 „ Humby, Arthur C...........................
U ii England, Janies..........................
1* j, M'Calluin, Charles........................
21 „ Downic, Robert J...........................

1 OcU 0’Gra.d>, Timothy .......................
3 Nov. O'Donnell, Thomas........................

24 ,, Day, Frederick ()............................
28 „ Tracv, George J..............................
30 „ 

1897.
Vidler, George E.............................

4 Jan,
S „ Morgan, Leslie ............................

12 „ Murray, Alfred H...........................
12 „ Porter, Frederick S........................
12 „ Wilson, Henry..............................

Smethurst, John E.........................12 „
15 „ Middleton, Alexander .................
28 „ Hards, William J..........................

2 Feb. Lester, Hiram..............................
8 „ Bray, ThomasG...................... ..

16 ,, Mann, Charles............................
26 ,, looser, Hugh ..............................
22 Mar, Payne, Christopher ...................

Van Houten, John.......................31 „
1 April Thomas, George W.......................

SO „ Frazer, George E..........................
27 „ Campbell, William A. ...............
27 „ Millington, Herbert ...................
27 „ Large, Joseph ..............................
30 „ Bristow, George ..........................
6 May,, Groves, Frederick .......................

13 „ Williams, Matthew.......................
18 Juno Morriss, Patrick..........................

Point cleaner............. .
Car cleaner .................
Gnpman.........................
Gripman.....................
Flagman .....................
Car-cleaner..................
Senior conductor ........
Senior conductor.........
Senior conductor..........
Senior conductor.........
Junior conductor.........
Senior conductor ,
Junior conductor.........
Junior conductor.........
Gripinan........................
Senior conductor.........
Car cleaner.....................
Junior conductor..........
Conductor .....................

Conductor.....................
Junior conductor.........
Conductor............. .
Conductor.....................
Conductor.....................
Conductor...................
Junior conductor.........
Junior conductor.........
Junior conductor.........
Senior conductor.........
Conductor.....................
Gripman................. . .
Point cleaner.................
Flagman.........................
Junior conductor.........
Senior conductor
Junior conductor........
Junior conductor ..........
Junior conductor.........
Pointsman.....................
Conductor.....................
Senior conductor 
Senior conductor

7/- per day . 
7/* per day 
7/C per day . 
7/{l per day. 
7/- per day . 
7/- per day.
8 0 per day . 
9/' per day 
9/- per day .
9 - per day , 
7/-per day , 
9/-par day . 
1b per day . 
6/- per day . 
7/6 per day, 
9/- per day . 
6/- per day . 
0/- per day . 
0/6 per day .

6/C per day . 
6/- per day , 
C/0 per day. 
6/G per day. 
fi/fl per day .
6 6 per day . 
C/C per day. 
7./* per day . 
7/- per day . 
9/- per day . 
8/- per day . 
8/- per day . 
7/- per day . 
7/- per day 
6/- per day 
9/- per day
7 - per day 
7/- per day 
0/C per day 
8'* per day 
0/9 per day 
9/- i»r day 
9/- per day

Resigned.
Retired.
Resigned.
Resigned,
Discharged.
Deceased.
Discharged
Discharged.
Discharged.
Discharged.
Discharged.
Resigned.
Discharged.
Resigned.
Discharged.
Deceased.
Discharged.
Resigned.
Discharged.

Deceased.
Resigned.
Discharged.
Discharged.
Discharged.
Discharged.
Resigned.
Discharged.
Discharged.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Discharged.
Discharged.
Retired.
Resigned.
Discharged.
Discharged.
Discharged.
Discharged.
Discharged.
Resigned,
Dec eased.
Deceased.

1890, T&AVWAve—Maintenance Branch

2 July 
38 „

7/G per day .... 
7/Gpcrday .... 
9/- per day .... 
7/6 per day__

36 \\
3 Aug. Casey, Morty ................................ Labourer ................... Deceased.
s „
1897.

Sheehan, Jeremiah........................ Labourer ..................... 7/0 per day___ Deceased.

9 April Carter, Thomas ............................ Labourer....................... 7/9 per day___ Retired.

Sjdncj : William Aj iplegale Gullick, Government Printci1.—1897.
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1S97.

Legislative Assembly,

NEW SOUTH WALES.

RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS.
(RKPOHT OF RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS, QUARTER ENDING DECEMBER, 1896.)

$reaniicii tu ^atLbvmrnt, pursuant to JUt 51 Dir. ^lo, 35, sir. 44.

Printed under No, 2 Jicqxort from Printing Committee, 6 May, 1S97.

Offices of the Hallway Commissioners of New South Wales,
21st January, 1897.

To The Honorable the Minister oe Railways,—
Sir,

In accordance with the provisions of the 44th clause of the Railway 
Act of 1888, 51 Vic. No. 35, we have the honor to submit, for the information of 
Parliament, our Report, for the quarter ending 31st December, 1896, upon the 
subjects specified, viz.:—

I.—State oe the Traeeic.

RAILWAYS. Quarter ending 
31st, Dec., 1895.

Quarter ending 
31st Dec., 1896.

Miles open ...................................................................................
r 1S95. 1896.

_ 2,5314 2,5704-

Revenue ... J Passenger ...£280,472 £289,012 [ ...
(-Merchandise... £590,306 £020,5631

£870,838 £909,575

Expenditure ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £413,867 £426,195
Train miles run ..................................................................... . 2,095,314 2,175,454
Earnings per train mile ............................................................ 8/34 8/41-.
Expenditure per train mile ... ... ... ... ...* ... 3/m 3/11
Percentage—Expenditure to earnings ... ... ... ... 47-52 46-SG
Number of passengers ... ... ... ... ... ... 5,357,918 5,810.483
Tonnage of goods traffic ... ... ... ... ... ... 1,019,069 1,094,110
Tonnage of live stock traffic.............................................. . ' , 50,495 40,720

TRAMWAYS. ^ Quarter ending 
! 31st Dec., 1895.
1

Quarter ending 
Slat Dec., 1896.

Miles open ... ... ... ,,, ... !
......................... i 91 01

Revenue from all sources ... ... ... ......................... £73,728 £77,027
Expenditure ... ...................................... ......................... 1 £62,879 £65,106
Tram miles run ...................................... ......................... | 672,973 759,751
Earnings per tram mile .......................... ......................... 1 2/21 2/04

Expenditure per tram mile ... ... ... .............. ■ i/ioi 1/84
Percentage—Expenditure to earnings ... .......................... 85-29 84-00
Number of fares collected ... ... ... ......................... j 17,407,309 18,225,383

_

-”>65 copies—Approximate Cost of Printing {laljour find material), -€13 4s, (Jd,
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RAILWAYS.

II.—Condition or the Lines.

A import as to t.lie condition of the lines will lie found as an Appendix. pa.ge 4.

III.—Special Rates.

A statement of the special rates, and the reasons for mating the same, will 
be found as an Appendix, page 4.

IY.—Staff.

These returns arc given as an Appendix, pages 5 to 8.

Geneeal Remarks.

The line from Jerilderie to Berrigan, a distance of 21 miles 65 chains, was 
opened for traffic on the 14th of October last, and a section of the Condoholin Line, 
Partes to Bogan Gate, a distance of 23 miles 38 chains, was opened on the 15th of 
December.

The earnings for the quarter show an increase of ... ... £38,737
and the expenses an increase of... ... . . ... 12,328
leaving an improved net result of ... ... ... 26,409

The working expenses represent 46’86 per cent, of the gross traffic. Liberal 
provision for renewals has been made.

The traffic generally shows a satisfactory improvement in all branches, the 
only exception being with the live stock, the better rainfall recently experienced 
having enabled the pastoralists to retain their stock to a larger extent than was 
practicable last year, when the country was affiicted with drought; this present loss 
will, however, lead to improved business later on.

The increase in the various sections of the traffic is as under :
Coaching traffic, £8,540 452,565 additional passenger journeys were

made.

Coods—
General merchandise ... .....................................C22.5S5
Agricultural produce ... ... ... . . 9,131
Woo] ........................................................................ 15,194
Minerals and Sundries... ... ... ... 961

The live stock revenue decreased by £1.7,674.

Condition op the Lines and Accommodation for the Traffic.

The linos are In excellent order and all needful provision is being made for 
the improving traffic.

TRAMWAYS.
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TRAMWAYS.

The traffic shows signs of permanent improvement, the increase
in revenue for the quarter amounting to ... ... £3,299
The expenses have increased by............................................. 2,281
additional serviceshaving been given to the extent of 86,778 miles.

The permanent-way and rolling stock are in good order.

The aggregate revenue from the Railways and Tramways 
for the half-year, 1st July to 31st December,
amounted to........................................................................ £1,794,393
being an increase of ... ... . ... ... 78,582
on the revenue for the corresponding period of 1895.

The Railway working expenses for the half-year represent 50-1- per, cent, of 
the gross traffic. ■

Wc have the honor to he,

Sir,

Your most obedient servants,

E. M. Gl. EDDY,

- Chief Commissioner.

CHARLES OLIVER,

Commissioner.

W. M. EEHON,

Commissioner.

iPI'LLMUX
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APPENDIX I.

NEW SOUTH WALES GOYELtNMEXT RAILWAYS.

Kcport on Condition of Way and Works for the Quarter ending 
31st December, 1896.

Sir, Office of Enginecr-in-Chief for Existing Lines, 6 January, 1807.
I have the honor to report, for the information of the Commissioners, that the permanent

way and worts have been satisfactorily maintained during the past quarter, while special attention has 
been given to the renovation of station-buildings, a large number of which have been repainted.

Ee-laying, re-sleepering, and re-ballasting operations have been vigorously carried on.
The curve improvements near Katoomba and Blachheath, and the grade improvement south of 

Jloss Vale Station, have been opened for traffic.
The grade improvements between Mary vale and Geuric have been completed aud taken over from 

the contractor.
The contract for improving the grade between Dargan’s Creek and Clarence is progressing,

1 have, Ac.,
THOM AS K. PJKTH,

The Secretary to the Eaihvay Commissioners. Engineer-in-Chief for Existing Lines.

APPENDIX II.

NEW SOUTH tVALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS.

Statement, in accordance with clause No. 44 of the Hallway Act, showing the Special Hates which have 
been made, and the reasons for making such rates, quarter ending lllst December, 1806.

Article. Rate. Reason lor rate.

Cjaaide of potassium ...... j In small quaut.il.ies, 2nd class rates and conditions........................................

Coal....................................  Bulli to Port Kembla. in owners' trucks, hauled by owners’ engines. Id, per
Ion per mile. In Commission era’ trucks, Imukd by owners’ engines, 
Id. per ton per mile.

Eiro curls ......................... I In bags, B rates arid conditions.......................................................................

Limestone .........................  Portland to Dupto, Hs. lid. per ton; Portland to Cockle Creek. 10s. 2d.
I per ton, provided the traffic is worked in truck loads at the convenience 
I of the llepartment.

Mining produce .................I Ores, quart/, pyrites, tailings, aud concentrates to bo charged through
rates when carried over branch lines.

Machinery ........................ | Darling Harbour to Dapto, 10s. per ton, until 31st December, 189G.
Old common bottles.......... In lots of not lets than 5 tons, “A” class rales ............................................ j

Pressed zinc ceilings in caecs| Eirst-class rates and conditions ..................................................................... j

Paper and paper bags ... . | Liverpool to Newcastle, in truck loads of 6 tons—A elass rates .................

Shunting charge .............j 2s. Gd. per four and 5s, per six or eight wheeled I ruck to he charged ou|
traffic shunted on to or from Sundown Siding, Rosohill line—Minimum.

I 10s. per shunt.
Tin plafes ......................... I Darling Harbour to Penrith, Ss. Id. per ton ................................................

To secure traffic.

To equalise rates.

New rate.

To encourago traffic.

To encourago traffic.

To encourage traffic. 

To equalise rates. 

New rate.

To secure traffic.

To equalise lutes.

To oneou ni ge t ra ffic.

Greasy wool ..................... | Darling Harbour to Fuirfield, in truck loads of not less than 5 tons, 3s. Sd.* 1 To equalise rates.
per ton.

Wonuo Speciiieo ..............^ R rates and conditions .................................................................................. New rate.

Wheat.............................. I Berrigan to Melbourne, in truck loads. 30s. per mn ; charge to he upper- To sccaire traffic.
tinned:—Berrigan to Albury, Ids. lid. per ton ; Albury io Melbourne,,

| 13s. Id. per Ion.

Bicychs ............................ Between Sydney and Melbourne to he charged 5s. each when accompanied To encouragetraffic.
by owners; if conveyed as parcels to bo charged at ordinary parcels 

i rates, plus 50 per cent.
Icc ..................................... Sent from Sydney to slot,ions on all Brunch Lines tobeeharged the through Extra facilities.

rate.
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’ APPENDIX m.
NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS.

Return,in aucorilimce ivith Clause No. 44 of the Railway Act, sliowing tbc Appointments of Employees from the 1st Odober
to the 31st December, 1806,

Date. Name. Position. Rate. Remarks.

ISM. 
SO Oct.

" Dee. I

19 Amr. 
19 Sept. 
IS „ 
•12 „

■2 Oct.

iv ,, 
10 „ 
14 „
H ., 
14 „ 
14 „
16 , 
11 „ 
10 „ 
19 „
19 „
•26 „ 
27 „
29 „
1 5 Nov. 
10 „ 
10 „ 
24 „ij",

»
23 „

5 Dec.
6 ,,

1* ,4

1 Oct. 
1 »0
s !!
3 s, 

12 „ 
12 „
12 ii
17 „ 
10 „ 
10 M
19 „ 
22 „ «19
s ;;
23 „
24 „
26 „ 
23 „
30 „
2 Nov.
2 H
3 M

10 ” 
10 „ 
n ,t 
12 „ 
12 „ 
12 „
13 tl 
IS „ 
15 „ 
10 „
20 „
23 „
23
24 ?>
25 „
27 „

1 Dec. o
4 ”
4 »,
0 ii 

10 „ 
10 „ 
10 M 
12 „ 
IS „

25 Sept. 
23 „

2 Out 
o
8 7t

Ifi „ 
10 „ 
19 „
10 „ 
10
19 H 
10 ,, 
19

23

30 „
20 ..
2 Nov.

Green, Charles A. 
Kelly, Edward II,

Cubic,v, Charles ...........................'
Norton, .Tohn J................................
Castle, Alfred ..............................
Burloy, John ................................
Thomas, Jacob................................
Tyrer, Frcdciick W........................
JamcH, William ............................
Webb, Herbert; ............................
Ta3’]or, Alfred................................
Norton, William............................
Jackson, John J..............................
Breadoii, Thomas ..................... ]
H'Gaini, Michael ........................ .
Hewlett, Thomas.........................
Mayo, Alfred h............................
Lamb, George................................
Jcpson, John ................................
Lochrin, Thomas............................
Dean, Frederick...........................
Maudslej, James........................
Forward, Reginald N......................
Levitt, Walter \V. 0........................
Bradley, William John.................
W'archam, George .........................
Trunley, John ...........................
Jfoir. James....................................
Richards, Itolicrt Henry .............
Howe, Michael............................
Hailey, Thomas .........................
Harding, George............................
Murray, Itolicrt .......................... .

T&affic ArDiron's Baaxch.
Appientiuc clerk ........ I -C30 per annuml Vice II, Wnliuski.
Apprentice clerk .. .1 XW i>er aiinuml Tice S. Morgan.

Ekoikkkr-in-Ciiikf for Exisi’isq Links Branch.
Iron-turner.................
Ganger ..........................
Labourer ......................
Fcfctler .........................
Labourer...................... '
Oiliec boy.....................
Fitter’s imptw er...........
51<jssenger .................
Labourer.......................
Labourer.......................
JjabourDr.......................
Labouiei .......................
Labourer ...................
Ijabouror.......................
Labourer ...................
Fencer............ ., .
Labourer..................
Office hoy ...................
Labourer ...................
Oflicc ho> .....................
Ofilce bny .....................
Otllco boy .................
Labourer.......................
labourer .....................
labourer.....................
bhopboj’.........................
Sfiop boy.......................
I^ahoiiTcr......................
J«‘ettlPT...........................
Fetller............................
Labourer ................... i

8 * per day 
8 G j)er dav 
fFG per ilnv 
C/G per «lay 
0 G per day 
2'- pci* day 
5L pei day 
1/- uer ilav 
7|* per day 
7/- per day 
7/- per day 
7/* per day 
G'- per day 
7/- per day 
G^G per day 
3/- jicr day 
0/G i>er Hay 
V- per day 
7/0 per day 
2/- per day 
2''- pei day 
2'r- per day 
7-’- per day 
G.G per day 
7/’ per da> 
3/- pei day 
3/- twr day 
0/0 per day 
7/0 per day 
7/0 per Jay 
0;ft per day

n«a, Crawfortl. 
rfce*A. Marshall. 
Transferred from extra staff. 
Vice H. Reynolds. 
r?ce TT. T.angford.
Vice F Parsons.
I
)

Transferred from extra staff.
Vice J. Doacom.
Fire C. Prime.
Vice J. Taig.
Fi’cse H. D>mond. 
Transferred from extra staff. 
I7ce E. M'Nuff.
Vice J. R. Martin, junior.

}■ Transferred from extra staff.
Vice J Lochriu.
Fice T. Steel.
Vice J. Matthews,
Vice M\ Forward.
T7ei> F. Dean.
Virc W. O'Brien.
P/iv T. Brown.
Ti'ansforrcd from extra staff.
j- T7iR’ M'. Fawcett.

Ficc J. Heamo.
Vice 1. Kckerslcy.
I-’icc W. Mabbott.
Vice J. Mitchell.

Chirp Mkciiaxical Esoijfrr’s Branch,
King, Itobert ...................
Furness, Frederick..........
Shoults, Richard...............
Harris, James...................
Davis, Claude...................
Hamsworth, Tlugh .. . .
Bust., ICrnesl....................
Appleby, Percy ...............
Linehan, John V................
Melville, William R.........
TJovd, Arthur E.................
Isenhood. Ernest H...........
Patterson, Walter ..........
Davidson, Alexander,..
Harmon, Willtnm...........
Ottnway, Alfred...............
Ferguson, Robert ............
Prosser, Harry...................
Short, William...................
Bourne, Frank.................
Munday, Augustus...........
MTndKcan,. Thomas ........
Strange, lrrank W.............
McNamara, Desmond .
N'isson, Thomas .............
Brooks, James ...............
Earley, James.................
Reidy, Martan.................
Asbburaor, Henry W. ...
Wallace, Howard’ ............
Howell, Clifford...............
Rose, Edward ............
Brown, Thomas..........
Crouch, Henry.............
Layton, David.................
Wood, Newton ...............
Patou, Percy H..................
Goddard, Alfred...............
Lane, George ...................
Hutchison, David ............
Brennan, William . ...
Randall, Sidney...............
Crawley, Albert...............
Brown, William .............
Terry, William...................
Hickey, Frederick.......
Walter, William...............
Garnett, George ....
Bingham, Charles..........
Brown, Henry E................

Labourei.........
Shop boy.........
Apprentice.. . 
Messenger .. 
Cleaner .........
Cleaner .........
Cleaner ___
Apprentice . 
Apprentice .. 
Apprentice ,... 
Apprentice .. 
Telephone boy 
Apprentice,.
Call boy .........
Telephone l>oj
Shop boy___
Shop boy........
Olhee bov,.......
Apprentice .. ,
Shop boy.........
Office boy .... 
Fuelman . ...
Gleaner ., . 
Cleaner
Apprentice ... 
Apprentice .. 
Cleaner ,, ,.
Striker.............
Labourer . 
Apprentice . 
Cleaner .. ..
Oiler...............
Cleaner .. ..
Shop boy.........
Fuclinau.........
Cleaner ..........
Apprentice ,,,,
Apprentice___
Shop bov.........
Vuehnan ......
Shop boy.........
Cleaner . ...
Shop bov.........
OoDi-er.............
Boy .................
Call boy .. . 
Apprentice ... 
Apprentice ..,
Oiler.................
Cleaner .. ..

If- per day .. 
2/8 per dni ,,.. 
vlb per day .,
2/- per day___
3/3 per day__
5/- per day ... 
4/- per day ... 
-/to per day 
■'10 per day .. 
-/10 i**! day .. 
-/10 per day .. 
3 3 per day — 
*/10perday ..
4/- per day__
4/- per day .... 
2/0 per day .... 
2/3 per day .. 
2/6 per day ... 
-/10 per day .. 
2/0 per day . .. 
2/0 per day.., 
fi/G per day ... 
J’Spcr daj ...
2/0 per day___
-/10 per dav 
-/It) per day .. 
2 'G per day 
G/8 per dnj . ..
0/(1 per day___
-A0 per day ., 
4J- per day ., , 
7/8 per day .. 
R/Gperday ...
2/- per day___
G|G per day . .. 
3'3 per dav . 
■/10 per day. .. 
-AO per day .. 
2/6 per day...,
C/C per day___
2/6 per dav .. 
3«3 per day . *.. 
H 3 per day ....
6/- per day__
4/- per day .... 
41- per da/k ... 
-/lOper day..
*/10 per day__
fl/fi per day.... 
5/- per day —

Transferred from extra staff. 
V\ce A. Nugent.
Vice P. Ttdeswcll.
Vice A. Hiharc.
At Juuee.
At Penrith.
At Bathurst.
Vice E Smith.
At Newcastle 
Vice J. It Ta/, lor.
Vice P. Key.
T’i'ert M, r.gan.
Vice T. Plunkett.

J-AtEvcleigh,

At Wellington.
At Newcastle,
Vice J. Kavanagh.
Vice D. Robertson.
Vice W. Orr.
Vice E. Richardson.
j At Goulburn

ViccJj, Treadwell.
\'ice W. Wilson.
Vice L. Bryant.
Vice W. Cameron. 
Transferred from extra staff. 
Vice J. Schl inker.
Vice J. Holloway.
At Picton.
Vice A. Ramsay.
F?cctJ. Miller, ’’
Vice G. Campling.
Vice J. Smith.
New opening, Kerrigan line. 
At Evelcigh.
Vice W, Hawkins.
At Evckiyh.
Vice W Passfleld 
At Evelciifh.
At Penrith.
Vice H. Burnell.
Vice T. Egan.
Vice D. Bussey,
At Bathurst.
Vice C. Bcmbcrg.
Vice J. Flannery.
At Eveleigh 
Vice W. Williams.

Cnief Traffic Maxaof.u’s Boanlii

Doran, Dents ................................ {
Monro, John....................................
Dickey , Andrew............................ [
William^ John ............................
M'lntosh, Charles........................
Colless. 1‘klwin...........  ....
Wii'dit, George ............................
Coining, Jano .. ...................
Roche^te^, William .....................
Starr, George...............................
Bryant, John ...............................
Ward, Robert , ................... .
Stibbard, Alfroil............................
Street, Charles ...........................[
Woods, Perry.............................. ...
Collier, Herhi'rt . ................. i
Taylor, Josejih................................
Dvson, Francis .....................
Anderson, John ............................
Timewell, Thomas.........................
Maher, Thomas...........................

Gatekeeper..................... 1
Apprentice clerk , ... 
Junior porter , . ..
Telegraph probationer..
Apprentice clerk..........■
Junioi porter.................
Porter .........................
Gatekeeper..................
Telegraph probationer.. 
Tclcgrajdi probationer..
Junior porter.................
Telegraph probationer..
Junior ixtrtcr.............
Telegraph probalioncr..| 
Telegraph iirobatioaer. i 
Junioi porter . . ..j
Telegraph probationer..
Junior porter...............
Telephone boy............
Porter............................ i
Junior potter.................

15/- per week ., 
,■£30 per annum
2/6 per dav__
2/6 per week .. 
£30 per annum
2/0 per dnv___
T/- per day___
Free houie 
2/6 ]icr week .. 
2/fi per n nek . 
2/6 per day .. 
2i'G per week 
3/4 ]ier dav 
2/li per weak , 
2/6 per week . 
3/4 per day .... 
2/G )>er week .
2/0 per dav__
10/* per week . 
C>/- jwr day . .. 
2/B per day___

Vice J. Colgan. 
Vtc«G. Brown.
Vice G. Stead.

' At Rlayney. 
i Vice H. Pr\or.
I Vice H. Harnsnorth. 
1 lle-eiuplo.i ed.

At- Faiidleld. 
AtGuudagm.
At Orange.
Vice F. Smith.
At Go'Jord 
Vice 1>. -Mob ille.
At Rubbo.
At M'agga,
Vice E. Hick-:.
At West Maitland.

1 Vice J. Dickey,
Vice J. Kelly.

| Vice R. Harman. 
Vice \Y. Hall.
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APPEND J X IIP -continued.

Date. Xamt:. Position. ]lalo. Kanarkf.

1S» Chief Teaefic Maxaqkr. s Uju.vcji continued
'1 Xov.

12
1$
V) ,,
v\

\:i ,,
i;i
14 „
In ,, 
10 „ 10 „ 
17

KS „ 
'■& „ '^0 „ ’2J

;;
-U „ 
X „

2G !!

Jz i;
^7 M 
'X „ 
‘■X „ 
'2$no „
iit> „

1 Dt*c .

4
l
I

4

14
14
14
].'>
i;>
ir*
18
18io

28
ai»

30

Sinit-h, Adeline . . ,
Jlalley, Patrick .......................
Pringle, Ralph............................ ...
Norman* George .. .............

Collins, .lane ... .
Johnson* iVilliani .........................
Wright* Francis ......... .
Ones, Jane....................................
Hogan, Daniel................................
Sima, Mary..................................
Hunter, William ........................
Uoyd, Heniy .. ...........
Edmunds* Edgar.................
n'SulIri-ari, Patrick...........
Sargent, John.................................■
tkmrke, Anne ,., . .1
Clarkson, Henry ,  I
^ollin^r, William .........................
Maguiro* Percy...........  ..
Rnckpitt, Ufary ...................... ..
Pemnside, William.. ..
Kelly, AVilllam .....................
Willis. John...........  ...
Francis, William.............  ...
Doyle, Edward ......................
Udman, Mnry .. .............
Tucker, Herbert.........  . .
Tracey, Mm. Ellen . ....
Dingle, Oswald ..........................
Mylchrei‘-t> John__
Sirnuib, Ernest. ...................... i
Smith, Adrian................. . |
Adams, Herbert........................ .. i
McLennan, J^csIk- .....................
Rail, John.......................................
Harding, Sarah............................
Ryan, Bridget................................
Pizgott, David..........................
ChrimsoTi, Alevandcr ............. '
Poster, Junius................................
Munson, William ................. ...
Price, John............................
Crawford, James. ... ‘...
Bryant, Walter . ............
Crohe, John.................................. j
Hast, Lucy................................
Greedy, Man................................
Watts, John....................................
Prothoroe, Mrs. Anne .. ..
Crempin, Sirs.............................
Lanedowne, Walter .....................
Wright* Athol................. .
Spencer, Charles...........................
Malker, Sydney . ... ..
Nyc, Alfred J.” .... ,, .
Lyons, Joachim.......................
Buckley, Jcnmiali... .
Holden, Thomas... ...
Dean, Janies . ..........
HodginsL, Andrew ...................
Thcw, Georgina .. ..

Made, John .. ,
Mugiven, Patrick . . ,
Nelson, John.................
Thompson, Hiehani .............
Hands, Sidney 
Wall, Wil limn .
Russell* John . . ,
Russell, John . ..
McGregor, John . .
Norton, William .

Barrack attendant.........
Telegraph probationer..
Junior porter .............
Junior porter and gate

keeper.
Gatekeeper.....................
Telegraph probationer.. 
Telegraph probationer.,
Gatekeeper ...............
Junior porter.................
Gatekeeper.....................
porter.........................
Telephone boy ...........
Telephone boy ... , ,
Telegraph probationer..;
Junior porter.................. |
Gatekeeper...................... i
Telephone boy , ..(
Gatckee[H.*r...................
Junior porter.................
Gatekeeper ___
Telegraph probationer.
Junior fverier...........
Telegraph probationer,.
Gatekeeper...................
Junior porter.................
Platform attendant . . 
Porter.....................
Gatekii^per...................
Telegraph prolutinnur., 
TUograph probationer.. 
Telegraph probationer.. 
Tologniph probationer.. 
Telegraph probationer..
Junior porter...............
Telephone hoy .. .
Gatekeeper.. ..
Gatekeeper ...................
Junior porter...............
Dorter............................
Telegraph piobal inner..
Porter___*.....................
Junior porter.................
Junior porter...............
Postal assistant. ..
Gatekeeper.. . ,
Gatekeeper.. - .!
Gatekeeper.... i
Dorter............................
Platform atfceiKlftnt , .
Gatekeeper................... .
Telegraph probationer..1 
Telegraph probationer. I
Junior porter................ 1
Junior porter ... 1
Junior porter.. 
Telegraph probationer..,
J’orter..............................!
Junior porter . ..
Junioi porter .........
Jmiior porter . . 
Gatekeeper . ...

Junioi p'irtoi . ... i
Junior porter. , j
Junior porter. .. .
Junior porter, 
Tclcphonc-bos 
Junior porter. . ,
Apprentice clerk . . | 
Junior porter ., 
Telegraph probationer. 
Gatekeeper .

10/- per week,. 
2/0 per wgek .. 
2/0 per day .. 
2,0 per day ..

7/-per week .
2 0 per week .
2 (5 per ww k .. 
7/- pet week .. 
fi/- per day , . 
7 r1-per week .. 
G-per day. 
Id/- per week 
10/- per week 
2/6 j'er week
3 4 per day „. 
Free house , 
10/-per week .. 
]r>/- per week . 
fi/» ]jer day 
J'‘rce Jlousc ,, 
2/G ]>er Nvcok . 
2'0 ixsr <la\ ... 
2-G i>er week .

per week 
8'4 por day,, 
2'G ]jer week . 
7/-i^er day .. 
7/- per wa ek . 
2’b jier week 
2 0 per week .. 
2 0 per week 
2 (* per week .. 
2'(• per week .. 
2 G per day , ., 
10/-per week.. 
7/ per week .. 
Free bou^e ... 
2rOperday. .. 
7/G per day . . 
2/0 per week .. 
ii‘- per da\ .. . 
fb-per day . 
2,0 per day ,
£30 per iirmuni 
liV- })cr week .. 
la/- jut week .. 
Free house . 
d/- per day . ,, 
7/-per week . 
Free bouse . . 
2/0 pei week 
2«0 per week . 
2/0 Jvei day 
2*0 per rim- .. 
2/0 per dnj .. 
2/0 per week 
7/0 per day ,.,
2 0 per day ... 
2/U per day . 
5/' per day . 
13/- per week & 

houbo. 1 
2/0 per dn\ . 
3/4 pei day ... 
2'ft ]>er day 
2.G per day 
10/- por week .
2 ‘(i jver day .. 
£30 per unumn 
2 0 per day 
2/0per week ..I 
r>/-per week andl 

houbr, 1

At ITay.
At. Lyndhurst.
Vice E. Cairns 
Vice J. Cossin.

nccM. Harris 
At Milson’H Point.
At Mittagong,
Ffct! M. Adams.
I'Vcc A. Rrmvn 
Virc E Sims.
I'i>c P. 0’i)onue]l,
I T>ce J. Buckley.
Vice A. Christ,isoH 
Vice C. Knlton.
Vint H. Jollv.
Ftcr J. Cairns 
Vtor V. Raiiisford,
I Ice J. Ralph,
F?w A. Sjlcnecr.
Vice E, Smclaii.
At Rathurst
I ice T Elkm. ,
At Yass Ju net ion 
Fiee S. Stanton 
Vice T. Moort*.
At Leurcn 
Uc*eni]>loyed.
Vice A. Wilson.
At Nvngan.
At Waterfall.
Al Tamworth.
At Narrabri,
At Moss Vale.
IVre J. McMahon.
Vice A. Cromaclw 
At 140miteg South,
Tier M. Smith.
Fife D. Sivdt.
Vice W, liord.
Al. Goulburn,
Re-employed.
Vice G. Bennett.
Vice M, Wolfiitkk-n.
I ice A. Hartman.
Vice H Tucker,
T'lVr S. Bowden.
Vice M. Dutimv 
Vice G. l^a EocJie.
At Coououg.
Vice A. Owen.
At Breadalhauc.
At Bcccrof!.
At Car-washing Department, Sjdmn 
Fi'ce B. Bragg,
ITcfi E. Wutcr.
Vice W. StilliMin 
Rc-inrtated.
Vice II. Beal,
F/coJ Owen, to Rroadineaduw.
Vice F, M'atts, to assistant guard. 
Vice M. Mayne.

At Sydney,
Vice W. Flandei'i 
Ffce F, Teague.
At Central Offiu'.
Vice T. Hughes, to I’cteitihauL 
Vice 11. Wakeham.
Vice H. Bonamy,
Vice G. Moore.
At IJuihtviliu 
V7cc M Norton

Suj>ai- a\jj Jmtrlqlkim* ll.vr.iN’ETRB’ BriAjrcii.

0 ..
:> ,,5J ,, 10 ., 

12 ,.
14
■il „ 
JO „ 
20 N01. 
20 .,

15 Deo. 
18 ,*

Grim mins* W illiam 
Dixon, Charles F.
Uollings* John........
Burrows, John........
Moran, Charles F. . 

I Dollard, Thomas .., 
j McCarthy, Charles 

Boden, Joseph ...
Ryan, Walter ........
Wftnr, Alfred J. .. 
Stewart, Leslie S, . 
Walker, Samuel R.,

."•> Nov, Ilainc.s, M'illiai'ji .
Usher, Daniel............................
Childs, David ............................
Daft* Arthur..............................

1 Datteni-maker.............
Labourer.........................
Labourer, . ....
Labourer ...............

10'-per day ..n
fi/G per (lay >Transferred from ext-ra titan

0/fi pei day , )

LLEtiTUlCAJ. JixniVKKft's JiRAXClI.
1 l>ee. Brciiricy, Joseph JL D .. . | Elect n(a 1 assistant ,. . £200porannuin| Transferred from extra rtaiT,

PEtorraiTv axi> Estatk Bran ci 1.
20 Got. 
20 .*

Lewis, Frank L ,
Taggart, John G..............................

j Apprentice clerk . .. 
! Apprentice clerk ........

[ per fumuml 1 tp. ,* ,, , ,.,1 i3Upcraimu.nl I-1”* K' h-

Comptjiollrk of Stojihh Biiaxcjii.
1 Oct. J Gilbert, Leopold W......................... A]n»ramify clerk . ... J £30 por annum f Vice A. Hatton.

SOLlCITOft'B BltAXOn.
A Dee. Brennan* Arthur J,.............. Mesiensror.....................[ 10/-per week Vice T. bhorUUn.

rELAMWAVb--IjOcomotive Bbaxcii.
7 Get,
» ,,

Fountain, Harry E. . .
Andrews* Percy . . . . .

Cleaner ...................
Rcliertng fireman and

3 'G per da/, . . . Vice S. Nett land*.
7/6 per day . Ftet* W Carr.

ropeman.
Cleaner.....................
Cleaner.......................
Cleaner ... .
Cleaner...................
Cleaner ... .
Gleaner,. , .
Cleaner...................
Dnvei.................
labourer,, . 
Fapn&er’s assistant..
Cleaner.......................
l.ahonrer .. ..

por day.. 
por day .. 
per day. 
per da.\ . 
[ter da\ 
per da/i . 
per dnv . 
- per day 
per cLj 
iper dav. 
per day ,

1 Additional staff for Relief and new timetable for Improved 
f Tram Service.

. Eo-enipkiAod anr J. EHig,

. Transferred from extra staff.
. Transferred from extra htaff.

Transferred from extra staff.
Vice C Wight.
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l-JatL*. f Name.

APPENDIX .III—coniinutnl.

Position, ! Kate 1 Kemarka
■ i

189C,
OOct. 
8 „
S ,, 

15 ,,
4 Nov,
ti ,,
<s „
<i ,,
(i „
0 31

IS ,, 
21 „ 
24 ,,

1 
o
5 T.i

14 lf 
1"
22

20 Nov. 
20 „ 
20 lf 
20 „ 
20 „

TRA'I V.'ATjS—TRAFKfU BRANCH.
| Rnjrew, William . .

-lackson, Waltoi' ..
| Lou1, Andrew S . .,

Jircntian, George..........
Murphy, .lohn...............
HlacKSOone, J-’ri'ileriek A. 
Tinner, Thomat . 
Knight, Vi-ericrlcl; . 
Munroc,
Peters, JingluliLTf ...
Barrack, George___
0‘Connor, Bariliolinnow 

j Brown, Arthur -J. ..
Cllbbins, Alfred S. .. 
O’Donnell, .John 1\ .

I Hook, Benjamin .1...........
Nnylou, Patrh-k .. 

j HinUm, Jamca.. .
i Moore, Joseph . . .

Wood, Jolm K ,, ,

. Junior coudiietor . .. 
.. Assistant Jani])-trimnier
. Tdcphone boy ..........

,J Gripman ... .
,.l Junior conductor ...

Car-deaner......................
Grij^mm . . ..
Gii])inau ......................
PJagnnin .
Flagman .. ___
Car'cloaner......................
('in-cleaner....................
.Finiinr ear-cleancr . ..
.lunior conductor..........
(Jonthuitor......................
Junior conductor . ..
Pointrclcanur ..........
Conductor ... .
Conductor . .
Junior eonductoi ,

0/-pur day . 
2fJperday. . 
1U/- per neck 
7 G per day ... 
ft-'- ]>cr day 

j»cr day 
T’GjMirday . . 
t/- per day . , 
• J- per day . 
W- per day . . 
9/- per day ... 
d/- per day ... 
2‘U pei day .., 
0/- per du}
G 0 per tiny . . 
6/- per day . „ 
fl* per day . 
G/fi jht day 
(v0 per i lay .
G - pul <Lu .

IVcc T. Jlugfio's.
Transferred from extra utafT. 
To attend to tclqihona*. 
Ke-iitnployed.
I "iev T. Wood,

'i

I ' Tmii'-ferred finm cxMra '.tiiH

Vice F. ft'Doy.
*>cc T. O'Donnell.
I’/cc S. Tunks.
V/w W. LittJe.
Vie* Vi". Cook 
Vic* P. Pickin.
Vice (!. 'J'rarcy, 
rYiv G. Fulton.
Vice 0. A'idter.
Tramfcircd from cvtiM ^falt

TjlA.Mtr.Wa—JEAlM’t.XAXCF. Br.inch.
Mapio, Edward , .......... Lalmurcr.. , . j 7/- per day
Ward, James...................................... Labem-er. . .
Harrington, John .......................... Labourer . . .. .. O/Opcrilaj .
Dowling, Charles ................ Labourer . . .j CO per dav ..
Ahem, Michael .............................. Labourer. ... | 0 0 per day . ..

Transfen-cd from extra «ttafT.

APPENDIX IV.
XEW SOUTJL WALES GOYK R N.YI ENT EAJJ.WAYS A \ D TRAM WAYS.

IUtpiiv, in neconlanco with Clause No. 44 of Ihc Bail way Act, shotting the Itemovals of Employees1 from the
October to the 31st December, 1S96. " *

Date. Name. Position. Kate. Uymarks,

1S9C.
24 Oct, 
9 No\.

*Y1
12 Deo.

Tiixmc Al'dttora Branchv
Wolih^ki, Ury ............................ Apprcntke clerk
Morgan, Sidney A.......................... I Appi entice clot k
Moloney, l^atritk J........................ j Junior olerk ....
Hijnrs, Gharlw H....................... ! Clerk .

£.70 jiur annum. Kesigned. 
£y(l per annum Deoeasctl. 
£120 per annum Resigned.

; £290 jicr annuinj Resigned.

Kxoixerr-ix-Ciiikp roii l-Arsuxo Lint*! J3^?A^C1I
1G Oct 
22 „ 
24 ,t 
29 „
■il » 
SI „ o Deu,

n’Hea, JoJui .. 
Hrown, Thomas 
Smith, Robert.. .. 
Mabbott, William . 
Ivskcraley, 3^ann ,,. 
Hay, John... . 
Puckett, Gcoivo

labourer...................
Fcttlcr .......................
Kettlcr...........  ....
Nettler ............... ....
Foreman blacksmith
Fettlcr......................
Fel.tlcr........................

7/01'cr day 
7/0 per day , 
710 per day . 
7,0 per day . 
14/-|K!rday .. 
7/6 per dav 
7/G per dai

I Resigned.
1 Deceased. 

Retired. 
Resigned 

| Retired.
I Discharged. 
! Deceased

1 Oct,
I i >
4 „
7 „

Ifi ” 
Ifi „ 
IS „ 
232 „
o.>
26 ,i
9 Nov, 

14 Dec. 
17 ,,
If)
h> i,

Bmihcrg, Coleman 
Hawkins, William 
Burnell, Henry , 
Bryant, Leslie -.. 
Thompson, John.. 
Kcott, Albert. .. 
Wilson, William ,. 
Ramsay, Andrew.. 
Miller, Joseph .... 
Campling,. Oooige 
Flannery, James.. 
Williams, William 
Walker, William , 
Lachlan, Frederick 
Devvhurst, Eli ..

Aj.prmdice.. 
Car builder.,
Fainter __
Apprentice 
Fireman 

, thiclman..
I Apprentice 

Examine) 
Cleaner .

] Turner.*..
Apprentice .

, Gland packer,. 
Roller inspector 

I Call lioy ..
I JdLtcr , ...

Labourer
10 ,, Higgin*, iluiirv ... labourer ................
31 Chce'eman. Arthur ... Aj)pi,entice..

Chief Traffic

30 Sept. I'oarcc, JaiiU"! . ,
Hutton, John ... ................
Pn’or, ila\ clock........................

For tor ........................
30 7, Special inquiry officer .
SO Junior clerk .

1 Oct. Nash, Catherine .. Gatekeeper .. . .
2 O’Regan, Jom-ph. . . Junior porter . „.
7 Cusrv, Michael................ .. Voiter ..................
7 Buuklcv, Jereunah . . , Forlur..............................

11 Spencer, Alfred . . Junior porter. . .
14 Bennett, George - - Junior porter . .
10 Hannan, Richard ___ Fort or........................
21 Simms, Edward , .

llarrb, Alarv.............. ,.
Junim' clerk ...

■Jit Gatekeeper..................
30 Ralph, Joseph .... ........ Gatokecpor ................
^1 Rainsford, Fersse, . Telephone bo) ..........
:U Heliii'Jev, Clara ... Plattorm attendant ...
31
31

4 Nov. KobnitfOn, Joseph ................ Porter........ ..........
4 ,, Bm^ess, William............................ Guard..............................
6 Sullivan, William ........................

Shepherd, Sarah ................
Telegraph prolxitioncr..

5 ,, Platform attendant,, .
5 Cairns, James .............................. Gatekeeper....................

Adams, Mar) .... . Gatekeeper....................
11 H Christ.lson, Alexander .. Porter..............
ll M O'Donnell, ratrick Night officer..............
12 u Simms, Emma ..., , Gatekeeper___ .
13 Bragg, Benjamin.......................... Porter .. ................
L' IVntiT, Edward . . . . Shunter..........................
10 j, SinHair, LliailiKh Gatekeeper..................
•Mi " Srolt, David . Junior poiter ..

Chief Mkcnamcat, Exolvebk’* IIranch

5/- ]>er day ....
J0/-G ]XJL‘ day ..
S/- ]ier day .
6/- pur day .

HF- per daj .
7/- per day.
5/- per day .

10/- per day. 
i 7/» per day .
30/- per day.

\ m2j- per day .
H 9/* per day .. .

£300 per annum 
] 3/3 per dny ,
10/- per da) .. .
6/0 per day 
6 '6 jKir day ..
2 • )Kjr day I

Resigned.
Deceased
Deceased.
Resigned
Jdscharged
Resigned.
Resigned.
Doc cased 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Kesigiied, 
Resigned. 
Deceased.
Left the Servlet.
Discharged.
Discharged.
Discharged
Resigned,

$/' per day .... 
£145per annum 
£S9 per annum 
Free bouse .. . 
4^2 per das 
7/- per day 
7/0 per day 
3/4 per das 
of- i>er day .
7]g per dny .. 
£90 per'annum 
7A per week 
15/- per week 
10/- per week 
5/- per week 
4/2 per day .. 
3/4 per dav .
7/- per day ., 
10/0 per day 
2/0 per week 
5/- per week 
Free house .
7/- per week 
7/0 per ilay .. 
£130 per annum 
71- per week 
7/0 por day 
7/ per day 
Free house .. 
2/0 pci day .

Retired
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Ditcharged
JicMred,
J>ihcharg,ed,
Deceased.
Discharged.
Discharged,
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned,
Resigned,
Resigned.
Diischarged.
Discharged.
Retired
Deceased.
Discharged.
Discharged,
Resigned.
Resigned.
Discharged
Resigned.
Discnaiged.
liigcbarged,
Deo eased.
Resigned.
Rcf-igned.
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APPEXDIX IV—continued.

Date, Kamo. Position, Hate. Re-marks,

im.
20 No\.
20 „
21
22
23
27
28 
28 30 ^0

i
00
9

11
11
12
13
IS
20
21
2S
25

29
29

30 
:io
31
SI

11 Deo.. I

CtiittF TitAi'bJO MAyAOCifK BRrrdrih/itrptf.
Deimisr Ann.....................
Tayloi'j Mary .............

IVoUcndcti, Milton..........
IVilson, Miss Anme, .. 
Broivn, Alcxandei .
Smith, Mary ........
Jl‘Dowell, Henjamin ..
Costello, William.........
Sutcliffe, Walter ... .
Moore, George ....
Kailtom Janies............
Lovoll, Thomas .........
Dunne, Mary .................
Wilbon, William T. ...
Vidler, Robert.................
Owen, Mrs. Agnes .........
White, Francis.*.............
Sykes, Kate ..........
Madden, Kracst .........
Camper, Henry .............
Watson, Robert.............
Hast, Huey ...............
AHGraill, Bridget .. .. 
Maj’iie, Slat^rat.............

Wethcrcil, Mrs. Frances

Landlcy, Richard — 
Norton, Mary.................

IJhmt, Edward.................
Hear, Theopliilus ....
Beal, Henry ...................
Trethewey, John.............

Gatekeeper.................
Gatekeeper .............

Junior portci . .
Gatekeeper.....................
Porter............................
Gatekeeper.....................
tliinmr porter. . . .
•lunioi1 porter .. .
Junior clerk.................
Clerk ............
Junior clerk.................
Orticet’-in-chargo ...
tlatekecper...................
Poitcr ............................
Slmnler ...............
Gatekeeper...................
Junior iwitcr...........
Gatekeeper...................
Teleffiuph piobationer.. 
Nig-htistation-mastoL' ..
Guard........................
Gatekeeper.............
Gatekeei>cr.....................
Gatekeeper.................

Gatekeeper....................

Junior porter.................
Gatekccjier.................

Guard............................
Apprentice clcik.........
Junior clerk .................
Junior porter.................

7/- per week „ 
7/- per week 

and house.
2/fj jier day ... 
7/- per week 
(J/- per day 
Free house .. |
•V* per day . .. 
.1/- pur day .. , 
£80 per annum 
£1 JO per annum 
£00 per annum 
£140 per annum
Free house__V- per day___
7/- per pay . ..
Free house___
2 G per dav..
7/- x&r week 
2/U per week 
JUfiOpci aim uni 
12/- iiei day .. 
15/- per week .. 
Free house .... 
19/- per week 

and house.
10/- i>er week 

ami house.
2 '0 per day .... 
b/' per week 

and house. ' 
10/0 per day 
£70 per annum 
JilOOperannuui 
2/0 per day__ 1

Discharged.
Dibchaigod
Resigned*
Resigned.
Resigned.Resigned
Discharged.
Discharged,
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Discharged
Resigned.
Deceased
Resigned
Resigned.
Discharged*
Discharged*
Resigned*
Resigned.
Deceased.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.

Resigned.
Discharged.
Deceased.

Deceased.
Resigned.
Discharged.
Discharged*

KLEcnticAL Eseinker's Branch.
Hoarc, Walter J............................. I Electrical light attend-! £220 per annum! Discharged.

I nut, Evcleigh. | I

Ellis, Jolm......... .
Magnall, William 
Wight, Charles , 
Apps, Thomas ..

Tramways—Locomotive Branch.
Driver .........................I 111-per day . 1 Discharged.
Driver ...........................I 11/-per day \ Discharged.
Oar lifter........................  8/(» per day..Deceased.
Lamp trimmer ............. 7/-per day Deceased.

Tramways—Thai no Biiaxci i
21 Oct, 1
3 Nov. ^
4 „

23 „
30 „ !

O'Grady, Timothy 
O’Donnell, Thomas 
Day, Frederick O. 
Tracy, George J. *. 
Vidler, George E.

Grfyman ............
Senior conductor
Car cleaner..........
Junior conductor 
Conductor.........

7/0 per day 
P/- per day 
0/- pci day 
0/- per day 
0/G per day

Discharged,
Deceased.
Discharged
Resigned.
Discharged,

[M-3
Sjiln?)-: IVilliaii) Applc»JtP Uulliek, CovcrnmcntPrintcr,—ISflc.



Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

HALLWAYS AND TRAMWAYS.
(REPORT O]''1 RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS, QUARTER ENDING 3 1st MARCH, 1S97.)

#re$euteb io IJadianifnt intvsmmt ia Jlrt 51 ‘Die. 35, ssft. 44.

Prinied under Ao. 2 Report from Printing Committee, G 2Iuy. 1S07.

OHico ui" Uio lla.ihvay Conirnissioners oi' Now Soutli WaleSj
Sydney, 26tli April, 1897.

To The Honorable the Minister, of Hallways,—
Sir,

In accordance with the provisions of the 41th clause of the Hallway 
Act of 1888, 51 "Vie. No. 35, we have the honor to submit, for the information of 
Parliament, our Report, for the quarter ending 31st March, 1897, upon the subjects 
specified, viz.:—

I.—State oj? the Traffic.

RAILWAYS. Quarter ending 
31st March, 1806.

Quarter catling 
31st March, 1897.

Miles open ................................................... 2,531 2,57G|
( 1S9G. 1S97. v

Revenue ... j Passenger ... £277,480 £285,903 [ ... £048,082 £092,018
fMerchandise... £371,493 £400,115 )

Expenditure ... ,,, £372,832 £370,923
Train miles run ... ,r, 1,890,021 1,954,972
Earnings per train mile ........................... ......................... Os. 10id. 7s. Id.
Expenditure per train mile ... ... ... 3s. 11 pi. 3s. 10-td.
Percentage—Expenditure to earnings ... 5745 54-47
Number of passengers ........................... 5,230,431 5,014,600
Tonnage of goods traffic ........................... 1,015,538 1,080,986
Tonnage of live stock traffic........................... 40,790 40,127

TRAMWAYS. Qutirlcr ending
31st Mo roll, 3S!)0.

Quarier ending
31st March, 1897.

Miles open ... ... , ... ... GL 021
Revenue ................................................... £75,1 fl £78,000
Expenditure ... ... ... ,,, ... £53,781 £50,012
Tram miles run . . ... ... ... OSi,019 779,129
Earnings per tram mile ........................... 2s. 2Id. 2s.
Expenditure por tram mile........................ Is. 7d Is. 5PI.
Percentage—Expend!tec to earnings ... 7 L'o7 7L-75
Number of fares colluded ... ... ... 17,735,910 18,159,831

40—
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IF.—Condition or tub Lines.

A report as to the condition of the lines will be found as an Appendix, page_3.

ni—Special Bates.

A statement of the special rates, and the reasons for making the same, will 
be found attached, page 3.

IV.—State.

These returns are given as an Appendix, pages 4 to 7.

HALLWAYS.
General Bemaeks.

The earnings for the quarter show an increase of £13,030, and the expendi
ture £1,091, leaving an improved net result of £38,915.

The increase in revenue was brought about by an improvement in nearly all 
classes of traffic.

In the Coaching Department the traffic increased to the extent of £8,414.
In the Goods Department a net gain of £31,022 was obtained, General 

Merchandise showing an increase of £22,277 ; Wool, £1,933 ; Live Stock, £7,739; 
Minerals, £2,877. A slight decrease of £20 i- occurred in the Grain, Flour, Hay, 
Straw, and Chaff traffic.

■Bor the increased revenue in the Passenger Department 378,235 additional 
passenger journeys were made.

In the Goods Department 70,785 additional tons were carried.
The working expenses for the quarter represent 54‘47 per cent, of the gross 

earnings, as against 57'45 per cent, in the corresponding quarter of last year.

Condition oe Lines and Accommodation eor the Traeeic.

The lines are in excellent order. Relaying and resleepering are being 
proceeded with where necessary, and additions to the facilities for dealing with the 
improving traffic arc being provided.

TRAMWAYS.
General Remarks.

An extension of the Military Road Electric Tramway from Spit Road to 
Mosman’s Bay, a distance of 1 mile 37 chains, was opened for traffic on the 1st of 
March. '

The revenue for the quarter increased by £2,917, and the expenses by £2,231, 
considerable expenditure having been incurred in relaying and in improving the 
Rolling Stock.

We have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servants,
E. M. G. EDDY,

Chief Commissioner.
CHARLES OLIVER,

Commissioner.
W. M. EEHON,

Commissioner.
APPENDIX
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APPENDIX J.

Itcport, on Condition of Permanent-way and Works for the quarter ending
31st March, 3897.

New South Wales Government Railways,
Sir, Office of Engincer-in-Chief for Existing Lines, 2 April, 1S97.

1 have the honor to report, for the information of the Commissioners, that the Permanent
way and Works have been satisfactorily maintained during the past quarter, while special attention has 
been given io the renovation of station and other buildings.

Relaying, rcsleepering, and rcballasting operations have been carried on steadily.
The contract for improving the grades between Dargan’s Creek and Clarence is nearly completed.
Similar works between Hill Top and Mittagong, and between Meryla and Exeter, on the Main 

Southern Line, and between Blackbenth and Mount Victoria, on the Main Western Line, have been 
started, and good progress is being made.

I have, &e.,
THOMAS R. FIRTH,

Engineor-in-Chief for Existing Lines,
The Secretary to the Railway Commissioners.

APPENDIX .
NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS.

Statement, in accordance with clause No 44 of the Railway Act, showing (he Special Rates which have 
been made, and the reasons for making such rates, quarter ending 31st March, 1897.

Article. Hate. Ueason For such rctc.

Bichromate of Pol ash ...... "B” class rales and conditions......................  ................................................. Jtew rate.
Borax ..................................
Coke .................................. South Clifton to JTcnuidalc, 10 per cent, rebate to be Allowed on the ordi

nary rate, provided 1,500 tons per annum arc forwarded.
EslibaiiEi to ilenmdale, 9dr per ton, in full truck load?, inmmuim 9

tons for standard 4-wheelcd trucks and Ions for G trucks.

To equalise rates.

Do .................................. do do

Flour, bran, meal, pollard, 
&D.

Tn 2‘ton lols and upwards, forwarded to station'5 < n the Ilhiwnvra Line from 
ISvelciglij IDjrling Huibour, and Sydney, to be charged A class rates 
without the addition of 20 per cent,

To encourage traffic.

Limestone .......................... orth to Cockle Creek, carried at the com cnieneo of the Department 
in full wagon loads, 10s. 2d. per ton.

do do

Molasses, for rabbit poison- Miscellaneous class rules and conditions.................. .. .................................. do do
illR.

Square iron lanks .............. When filled to be charged at the same rate as the contents, provided that 
the rate is not less than Special B class or higher than 2nd class, ns 
specified on page IC of Goods Bute Book.

do do

Sulphuric acid .................. Darling Harbour to Cockle Creek, 93s. per truck load of 7 tons, all weight in 
excess to he charged pro rata, the tanks to be hauled freo of charge. A 
charge of Ss. per truck per day to be made for the use of trucks when 
standing.

do do

Gold coin .......................... The through rate charged on gold coin from the Tomora line to be applied 
to consignments earned on the down journey.

To equalise rates.
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APPEXDIX .
NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS.

Return, in accordance with Clause No. 44 of the Railway Act, showing the appointments of Employees from the 1st
January to the 31st March, 1SP7,

Date. I Name. i Portion. J Itnte. Remarks,

[1897.
1 Jan. | Bonamy, Ifent-y W...................

31 >f Row, William it........................

Tliai-fjc Alimtor's RnAN'OlI.

Apprentice clerk.......... | £30 ]>cratunmi| f7iv> C!. II.
Tmflic auditor .............. £7t)9|HTainium Transferred from fhc Anditor-CAnci-al s llLparfment. rice

! I ll J. Sheridan.

i Jam 
10 „
JO ,,
27 „
17 Feb.
18 „
5 Mar. 

30 „ 
12 „ 35 lt 
19 „

Es(HSKBfi-is*Ci»EP yon Kxismo Lises Branch.
Lewi*, Uenri” ................................
Walter^, f'erej ................................
Lano, Francis ................................
Maw by, Harry..................................
Hynes, Thomas ..............................
Jjadd, Albert..................................
Moir, I'ctci ......................................
Croiinw-k, Ellen ............................
Sinclair, Edvrard.............. .
Whitehead, Sydney Austin K. ..
Moston, James. ..........................
Stephenson, (3cori?e ......................

Labourer..................
Fcttlcr ....................
Kcttler....................
Office bin..............
I’ettlei ..................
Office l>oy ..............
JJoy .....................
Uflke cleaner..........
Labourer..................
Olfirte fioy . .,
Labourer..................
Oltiee boy ..............

(5'fi per day. 
7/n per day .. 
7.'(j per day .. 
21- ]ier day 
7.0 per day. 
2f- pnr clay , 
2/- per day 
25/- per week 
CO per dav . 
2/- jier day . 
G/6 [icrdaj' , 
2/- per day .

Vtcc S. Driver 
Vico M. Mcflann.

. P. McKcrvev.
Viet W. Ellis. ‘
Vice C. Barrack.

I Fier .1. Mandsley.
1 T7c« J. Noonan,

Trausfert'ed fiom E\tm Staff 
| Vice \\\ rhomas.

riot1 W. Prow n 
| Ficc Al CafTicy, 

l tee F. T\\ rer.

ClliRF MRCHAXICAL EsaiNKF.Il'S IJRAKCII.
1 Jan. Letcheri John J................................. ; Labourer............ .. ! 7/- per day___ )
1 MeGinlev, Frank.......................... 1 ., '5/- per day___ j-Transfcned from Ertra Staff.
1 Stevens, Edward.............................. Fuclmaii.......... ....... 0/G pet dav , .
1
7

Benncfcls, Richard ..........................
Brvnnt, George ..........................

Gleaner ..............
Shop bov.............. ___  2,0 per day___

New opening, Bcriigan im-

13 Wallace, Thomas.............................. , Shop boy............ .. 2r3pcrdav .. Tri« H. Raliih.
3S u Simmons, Robert ........................ i Shop boy .. . Ficc TL TligguiH.
28 Hartley, Frederick........................ Messenger .. . .......... 2/* per day .,. Vice .f. Harris.
29 ,, Graham, Robert ........................ Shop bov............ . .. 2/- per dav___ Vice J. Hennessi.
29 .. Thornton, Albert.............................. | Call boy.............. .. ..'33 per dav . Vice F. Lachlan.
15 Fch. Adams, Samuel .............................. Shop bov.......... . . ,1 2/* per day ,, Dice J. Foplc.
15
1G

>1 Westbrook, Joseph........................
Martin, Robert..........................

Shop boy........
Apprentice..........

........ 2/0 per day . .

. .. 1 lOd. per dav ..
Ficc M, O’Sulluan

20 Gililett, Alfred.............................. Fuelman , ... . 7/-per dav... TVcr J. Thompson
22 Sutton, James.................................. Shop boy.............. .......... L9 per day , Vice A J.indlev.
20 ,, Gale, \\ alter.................................... Apprentice .. Vice J. Hark ness.

1 Mar. Smith, David ................................ Apprentice.......... Vice .1. McIntyre.
1 Cameron, Percy .................. j Apprentice......... .. . lOd. per day .. Vice It. Hutchin*»oa
9 Lovett, Frederick ...................... i Appi entice .. ... j lOd. per day .. Vice A. ChecNeinan.

n Bcardmoie, William...................... Labourer.............. .. ., . G’G per day ,,., Ficr Q. (Jowling,
19 Harvey, George .............................. |

Goodfellow, George . ..... ^
Fuelman.............. Ficc F. Walker.

39 Apprentice.......... ... | lock per dav .. Vice H. Goodwin.
23 Arnold, M illiam............................ Apprentice.......... ., lOd. pef’dav TTcc J. Reid.
01 Aubrey, Francis .......................... Cleaner .............. , 5/- per dat\ .... Transferred from Extn Staff.

ison.
25 Dec. Alley, Ceorgv ................................
r> „ Coll ins, Dona'd .. ...
25 „ Fugh, L'liui lotto..............................
oO ,, Rus'sdl, John ..........................
30 .. Nelson, John ................................

I8‘l7.
1 Jan. Roach, Herbert ..............................
i ,i Tanner, Edgar ............................
i „ Full James, William..........................
2 „ Thompson, Stephen......................
fi Hogan, Alichael ..............................

O’Brien, Patrick........................
Greaves, George..............................7 ,,

8 „ Burgess, Alfred ..............................
8 ,, Stone, Jauurt ..............................
S r, Denning, Aubrev............................
S „ Roulandeon, Leslie ..................
s „ Drace, Alexander ......................
8 „ Leman, Francis ..........................
8 „ Quinn, James ................................
s „ Hughson, William................
s „ Little, Charles................................
8 „ Hannon, Sarah ................................
8 „ O’Connor, Ednaid..........................
0 „ Rian. Man......................................

11 M Hopkins, John..................................
n „ Smith, Edwaul ..............................
13 „ Ralph, Henry ..................................
15 „ Bowman, Mrs. ............................
IS ,, Dickson, Job......................................
is „ McCamev, Joseph.....................
19 ,, Pen fold, John ...........................
21 ,, Lee. Eleanor..................................
22 „ Nelson, Elizabeth ..........................
22 „ Wilson, Townsend..........................
22 Cantwell, Michael..........................
25 „ Stokes, Ernest ..............................
20 „ Sharp, Victor ..................................
2G ,, O’Shea, Rebecca..........................

27 „ Btihb, Walter ...........
29 „ Michael, Hcdlcy........................
29 Leece, John.............................
29 ,, White, Walter............................
30 „ Fuller, Albert ..........................
30 „
4 Feb..

Gcluig, Lawrence ....................
Sainsburv, John........................

5 ,t Roberts, Percy ........................
5 „ Bcavig, Frederick .....................
B „ Bennett, Francis.......................
8 „ Collins, Mary ..........................
s „ Goodliew, Henry........................
8 „ McKinley, Thomas.................
s Writer, Alexander.....................
S „ Dennis, Ahno ................................

11 „ Green, Ellen..................................

Chief Traitic Manager's Branch.
Junior ]>oi fc*r,.,, 
Juntoi porlcr . 
Platform altendniit 
Apprentice clerk 
Junior porter..........

2 0 per day ... 
2 0 per dav .. 
5'- pci week . 
£39 per annum 
2.0 per day___

Pice II. DavnJMii. 
Vice D. Clcc^on

I'niC II. Bonamy. 
Vice 1*. Teague.

Junior porter..................
Nig-hb officer..................
Apprentice cleik .,
Gatckecjxir . ..........
Junior porter..................
Junior porter ................
Junior porter . . 
Telegraph probationer. 
Telegraph probationer . 
luiegraph probationer.
Porter..............................
Telegraph protiatloncr..
JuniO] porter ............
Porter..............................
Junior porter . .. 
Junioi jTOrfer ... .
Gatekeeper......................
Apprentice clerk ..........
Gatekeeper.....................
Telegraph probationer..
Junior porter................
Crossing keeper ..........
Gatekeeper...................
Telegraph probationer..
Gatekeeper......................
Gatekeeper.....................
Gatekeeper.....................
Gatekeeper....................
Porter..............................
Junior porter..................
Telegraph probationer.. 
Telegraph probationer.. 
Gatekeeper and plat

form attendant
Apprentice! clerk ........
Shunter ..........................
Junior porter,,.. 
Telegraph prolntloner.,
Junior porter ................
Junior porter..................
Apprentice clerk ..
Shunter........................
Porter..............................
Telegraph probationer.. 
PJalfotm attendant....
Gatekeeper......................
Telegraph probationer..
rorler.......................... :
Gatekeeper......................
Gatekeeper......................

2/C per day .. . 
£120 pei annum' 
£30 per annum I 
15/- per week , 1 
2/G per day .. „ 
2’G per day ,
2 rC per day ... 

‘2/G per week . ; 
2‘Opei week ! 
2/0 pei week , 
O'- per day
2, G per week . 
2/0 per day 
0/- pei day .... 
2-0 per day ...
3 4 per dav___
7/- per week 
£3(i per annum 
Free house ,. 
2<'C per week .. 
2/G per dav . 
35/- per week,. 
7/* p. wk &r h’se 
2'G per week . 
15/- per week J 
1V- l^r week 
7/- per Aseek . , 
lYcc house .
C/* per day
2 0 per day .
‘2/G per wcok 
2 0 per week 
7/- per week

1’ice A. Flanders. 
Ec-cmplojod, rice C. Coombes 
1'iee E. Simms.
Vice A. Brown.
Vice 1\ Prjoiv 
rice P. Moran,
Tice \V. Short,

Viet F. 
Vice W. 
17ce F. 
Tice F. 
Lice If. 
rice It. 
I'ice F. 
Vice il, 
Vice T, 
Fice S.

Cotiinghani.
II is es
Pickering.
White.
Camper.
Landrey,
Pidcock.
Manrmu.
Kear.
Cowie,

Vice A. Clrcen 
Vice Mrs. llewston, 
Vietf O. Seldom 
Vice IJ. McDirtu'll. 
1'ice W. Costello. 
lviec A Lee.
I’iee M. Guthrie. 
r»« C. Jonc4*,
V\ce J. Trcthewey.

£30 per aiiumn 
7/- per day ,.,, 
2/0 per day . .J
2 'G per week . 
2/0 per day.... 
2/G per day ... 
£30 per annum 
7/- per day .... 
0/- per day .... 
2>'G per week .. 
Freo house .., 
7/- per week .. 
2'0 per week . 
0/- per dav ..
7/-per week ,,i 
Free house___

Vice IS. Wolferulcn 
IVee R. Yniloi,

lYcc J. Laing. 
rief W. Gallagher. 
Vice T. Portcus. 
Vice, W. Ilieks.

Vice L, McDougall.J 
Vice L. Hast.
1'wfl IS. Madden. 
Vice O’McGrail.

Tire B, MeGral!.



Hate, j Name. | Position. Kate Remarks.

1897. Cim-t' THAt'Fio Manaokh’a ISrasciji—coJiftm/eJ.
12 Feb. Dedmau, Kinilv ............................ \

J2 „ Birrell, Randolph .........................
17 „ Suulli, Ambrose............................
17 „ Nelson, John ...............................
17 ,, Ward, Robert .........................

„ Porter, Sidney .. .................
13 Smith, William............................
13 „ Taylor, Mai \..............................

IS „ Odd?, Cnristina............................

19 „ Dickenson, John...........................
19 ,, Nortnwood, Eimlj ...................
19 „ Walton, F.lhol.....................
19 ,, Barton, (Iroivc ...........
19 n Reilly, Maurice .........................
19 „ Barrett, Thomas .............
23 „ Robinson, Albert .......................
24 „ Colo, Caroline............... ...
2r» „ .Merchant, Wilbnin .. .. ..
20 „ BroM n, Walter .........................

1 Mar. Murphv, Bridget............................
1 f, Wallace, Kdnarcl .......................
3 M l?a\, Mvra........................................
3 „ Buckland, Arthur.....................

LaWbon, Arthur___ ...ii „ Tucker, Henry.........................
9 „ Cal nan, Man*................................

10 „ Gowanloek, James.......................
n „ KciimxJv, Walter ........................
J2 „ Adams, Ernest; .........................
12 „ Charlton, Arthur ........................
12 „ Sproulc, Arthur............................
12 M Gray, James....................................
12 „ Real don, Edward .........................
13 „ O’Toole, Lawrence.........................
14 .. Sykes, Kate................................

IS „ Walker, Frederick.........................
10 „ Watts, Gconre................................
17 „ Dmishca, Andreis .........................
19 „ Munro Edward................................
19 „ Cannon Richard............................
19 „ Frew, Margin et, . *........................
19 „ Burks Michael................................
19 „ Sanderson, Janies .........................
10 „ Dogger, Cornelius .....................
19 „ Deane, Marv................................ ..
22 „ Morris, Thomas ............................
24 Guilder, George............................
24 „ Matthews, Herbert........................
20 „

12 Feb. Swinfieirt, George .........................
12 ,, Davidson, Samuel .........................
12 „ Jones, William................................

Cnlckocpor...................
<?ntekccper.....................
(lalckwper ...........
Apprentice clerk ... 
Tdc^iaph probatioiLor.. 
.Hiiuor porter...
.lunior porter...............
datokccpor ....

Platform attendant ..

.1 uitior poitcr.................
Uatekoepur . ..
(ULek coper .... 
I'oitcr .. ...
Shunter .............
Jumor porter.. 
Telegraph ]>rohatiouei
(Gatekeeper...................
Junior porter.............
Junior porter.............
Gatekeeper.............
Telegraph probatioiu-t
Gate):coper .......
Junior porter.................
Junior porter,,
Junior poiUsr. . 
Gatekeeper ..
Gatekeeper ........
Junior porter .
Junior porioi.. ,
Junior porter
Probationer ___
Junior ])ortcr .. 
Junior porter, ..
Postal assistant ........
Gait'keojier, and pint 

form attendant. 
Junior porter....
Porter...................
Junior porter. .., 
Telephone boy ..
Porter.................
Gatekeeper...........
Porter.................
Junior porter.......
Porter...................
Gatekeeper.........
Junior porter.... 
Telephone boy ,.,
Gatekeeper...........
Gatekeeper...........

io/* per Meek..
1. V- per week.. 
Free house . 
<££0 piTPtmuin. 
2Ji pei week . 
2/u per day , .. 
2(G per day . 
7/-per week and

liou*se.
2b/* ]>er v,eck 

and hoiue. 
.V-pcriini ..
1‘roe house . 
Free house . 
O'-pier day .. 
7/- per day .. 
fi/- per ilav .. 
2/0 j-er week 
7/- per Meek 
2/G per daj 
2/1} jiei day .,
7/- per week 
2/0 per week 
Free house.
2, 'G per day .. 
3/4 per day .. 
2/G per day .. 
Free house .. 
15/- per week 
3'4 per day .. 
f/- per day ,, 
2/G per day 
Kl/- per wcok 
ibC per dav .. 
2/0 per day 
10/- per week 
7/- per week

2/G per day 
0/* per day .. 
4/2 per day .. 
10/- per week 
6/- per day, 
Free house 
0/- per day . 
3/4 per day..
6/- per day 
10/- per week 
4/2 per day 
2/0 per week 
lf>/- per week 
7/- per week

SlOSAL AN'D LSTBRWCMSO ESGISBUB
Tinsmith.........................I 10/-per day
Assistant signal fitter .! 8/-per day 
Labourer..................... j 7/-per day.

Vice Mrs. Wether^d. 
F'ktf W. Strplienson. 
Vice If. Daley.

Vice V, M'Carthy.

Vice J. Hail Ion.
Vtce M. CroM-c.
Vice V. Walton. 
Vice A. Prohert. 
Vi^c F. H. ESemd. 
Tier J. Crossett. 
Vue C. Gioody.
Tice IC. Greaves. 
Vice G. Hankm.

Vice T. White.

Tire M. Newman.

I7ee J. Diume. 
riee J. Goldthorpc. 
Vice T. Father.
Vtce N. Mcrcier. 
Vice F. Haj ck.
Vice O. UothMell. 
Vtce O. Hanis.
Firt W. Pilti 
Vice J. Dover.

Ti. Webb,
Vice W. Biaaut.

Vice W. Lord. 
Vice W. Wilson. 
ITcd A. CoMie.

Pice Mrs. Smith. 
Vice A. Norton. 
Ficc E. Moodie. 
Ftce J. Knight. 
Vice M. Horne. 
Vice F. Lillycrop. 
Vice J. Hewlett. 
Vice E. Cooper. 
Vice J, Bowen.

R£f Branch.
Transferred From Extra Staff.

1807. Electrical Esgivbh&’b Brus’cir,
f. Fob..

fi ”

f.rt
12 ” 

12 „ 
Ifl „ Ifl „ 
215 „

Patou, Albert H, C..............
Chasbnj,r! W ilhain ...........
MeMiilaii, Arolululd ... .
Douirias, Thonw...............

dcoxson, Arthur .. .
I'til/.lor, William T.
Nicholas, .Samuel ...............
Swaddling, Cimrles J..........
Hainwortli, Henry J, 
I>cni|>sev, William J. . ..
Hart, George .....................
Frucman Erncpt.................
Mansfield, Auirustus .. ..
Russell, Uov V, ...... .
11 iche>, Alfred J 11.............

1 Jan.
1 .i2 ,,

10 ”
7 Feb. 

It ..18 ,, 
1!> i • 22 „ 
18 Mar, 
•«- 11

Bingham, Herbert J.........
Han oy. William J ........
Pale, Alfred K...............
Evans, David ___
Parker, William V...............
Joiios, Ilorauu (1.................
Allen, Thomas A..................
Batten, Charles .........
Li nob, James J....................
Weimar, George ...............
Welsh, Hugh .................
Beckett, William.................
Dodds, William !\ . ..

Telegraph messenger 
TJcgrapli mcb&cngur 
Telegraph mcssougai 
Telegr.i|)h messenger
Jvlectrioal cadet.........
l-'robationor .........
Prolxitioucr ...............
Telegraph messenger . 
Telegraph messenger .
Probationer .............
Probationer .............
Telegraph mc^imger . 
Telegraph messenger
Electrical cadet..........
Probationer...............

1/8 per day. 
2 - per day .. 
1 8 per da\ ..
1 y per day .. 
KS per day
*2 (j pei week 
2/iJ par week 
fi,'- per week 
1/8 pci day..
2 G per w eek 
2 G per M'eek 
1/3 per da\ .. 
VS per day . 
1-S per day . 
2,0 per week

/-Tiansfmcd from Kxlw Staff.

' Vice R. Cliff.

TRAMW.Wfe—TjOCOMOUVF BRANCH.
Cleaner .. 
Cleaner . 
Bov labourer 
Boy labourer 
Cleaner .. 
Cleaner 
Cleaner . .. 
Fuelman .. 
Boy >aboure]
Shop boy___
shop boy. .. 
Shop boy . 
Apprentice .

| ?/• per day .. 
3/- per day .. 
4/- par da> .. 
2/G per day 
3/9 per day.. 
3/9 per day .. 
fi/o per day . 

! (LG per day 
y/- per day . 
2/- per day .. 
2/3 per day .. 
2/- per day .. 
lOd. per day

Vice T, Apps. 
K>or R. Monro. 
IVrr W. Noyce.

Vue H. Gardiner.

Tranways-Tramc Bran

4 Jan. Haves, John V................................ Conductor ................. 0/(1 per dav___ Vice W. C. Morris. ‘
0 „ Bonamv, Oswald............................ Office bov ................... 10/- per week..
8 » Hutton, Joseph T........................... Junior conductor......... O'-per dav .. Vice L. Morgan.

14 „
20 ,’ I.lovd, George ............. Conductor ................... 0/0 per day ... Vice H. Wilson.
2b ,, Wallan, James.............................. Point cleaner................. O'-per day. .. Vice A Middlelon.
21 „ Millington, Walter....................... Conductor ................... 0/0 per day.... Vtce J. Smelhnrst.
21 „ Hutson, George W.......................... Conductor................. 0 0 ]H:r day___ Pice F. Porter,
29 Bell, William ........................... Junior conductor......... 0/- per day .... ’i
29 „ WiukM, William H........................... Conductor..................... G/u per day .. . J-Transferred from Extra Staff.
29 „ Bcekinsalc, Alfred H...................... Conductor ..................... G/0 per day .... }
2b Sndth, Tliomas K............................ Junior conductor .. . fi/- per dav .,. Vice R. Keating.
3 Feb Summer.s, John ............................ Junior conductor......... ft-'- per dav . Fu-i T. C. liriv.

11 » Dunning, Frederick ................... Junior conductor .. O'- per day___ Vice H. !-ester.
n ,, Russell, Reginald ........................ Conductor .. ... 0 0 per day .. Vice J. Fltzosborne.
13 ii Bland, William C............................ Junior conductor......... (F- per day . . Vice P. Day.
is „ Bishop, James E............................. Office bov ..................... 10. • per week ..
18 „ Sohofieli.1, John ....................... Junior conductor......... CF- per dav .... Vue G. Mann.
?.2 „ Pondergust, James........................ Conductor.................... fl/O per day___ Vise G. Fulton.
5(i „ Groan, George................................ Junior conductor .. .. 0/- per day ... Transferred from Extra Staff.
10 War, Croail, Arthur ....................... Junior conductor......... (if- per day . TTce H Fraser.
1& ,, Burke, Francis J............................. Conductor ................... 0/G per dav . ,. Vice W. B. Coults,
26 „ Hippitt, Henrv J............................ Junior conductor....... O'- per dav .... Transferred from Extra Staff.
27 Lewis, William................................ Conductor.................... 0/G per da}___ Vice B. Haj croft.
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NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS.

Return, in accordance with Clause No. 14 of the Railway Act, showing the Removals of Employees from the 1st January
to the 31st March, 1807.

Date. Name. Position. Rate. Remarks.

1396. ENO^EKR-^-CBin' tor Existing Lines Branch.
28 Dec. Driver, Samuel................................ Pettier........................ 7/6 per day .. . Retired.

12 Jan. Noonan, John.............................. Fcfctler..................... 7/0 per day .... Deceased,
23 „ Caflrey, Aliehacl ....................... Ganger........................ 8/6 per dav ... Deceased
23 ,, Moran, Patrick............................ Pettier.......................... 7/6 per dav__ Retired.
23 „ Schroder, Henry............................ Fettlcr............. ... 7/0 per day ... Retired.

„ Jones Frank.................................. Ganger .................. 9/- per day . .. Deceased.
10 Feb. Carson, Samuel .......................... Pettier............................ 7/0 per dav .... Retired-
13 „ Thomas, William............................ Labourer... ................... 7/G i>er day. .. Retired.
17 M Hazelwood, Charles .................... Ganger ............ .. !>/- per day . . Retired.
25 „ Dosvhnjr, George....................... Pettier............................ 7/G per day ,.. Retired.
0 Star,
3 u Williams, T/Ouis ............................ Fettlcr........................... 7/0 per day ,, RetlTed.

SI „ ItfltlMKl
31 White, John.................................... Sub-Inspector ........... <•230 per annum! Retired.

Qitusp Mechanical EKOiNERn’d Branch,
9 Jan. McIntyre, John ............................ Apprentice ................... 6|- per day . .. Resigned.
9 „ Itcifi, John .................................. Fitter ............................ 11/- per day . Deceased.

14 J} Frost, Arthur .......................... . Steam-shed Inspector. £375 per annum Deceased.
14 „ Fitter...........................
i6 ;; Sneddon, Richard........................ Cleaner .............. 7/-per day ... Resigned.
21 „ Cowling, George............................ Lifter ......................... 9/2 pur day , Resigned.
23 „
23 Hutchison, Raliih........................ Boiler-maker................. 11/G per day Ditj charged.
29 „ Schroeder. Frederick ............... 7/C per day ... Resigned.

5 Feb. Dodd, Tliomas............................ Boiler-maker ....... 10/G per dav .. Deceased.
3 „ Walker, Frederick ... ............. Pumper......................... SfS per day . .. Deceased

15 i, Coppcrwalte, Thomas .. .. Pumper ... 8/8 per day Deceased.
25 „ Goodwin, Herbert ........................ Car-builder................... in/e per day . Deceased.

4 ilar.
« j, Wwspear, William........................ Apprentice................. n/- per dav . Resigned.
S n NicholJs, John................................ Crane attendant ......... 7 ‘6 per da}'___ Deceased.

17 „ Taylor, Wilham ............................ Examiner .. .. D - per daj . . Deceased.
20 „ Hiloy, Francis................................ Boilcr-makeris assistant 8/- per day .. Deceased
23 „ Dibbs, John.................................... Apprentice................... 5/- per dav .... Resigned.
2S „ Fenwick, Edwanl ........................ Cieancr......................... 7/- per day___ Resigned.
24 „ Moil, Aloxander ...................... Waggon-builder . 10/-per day .. Resigned

CiiiHt' Tuapfic Manager’s nranch.
1 Ton
1 „ Mor.Cn, Patrick ............................ Junior clerk . . £]2bpcr annum Resigned.
1 ,, Prvor, Phillip................................ Apprentice clerk........ XtiO per annum Resigned.
1 King, William................................ Guard....................... 10/* pm day .. Discharged.
1 M Odds, William ..................... Oiflcer-m-chargo i'tfw perannum Deceased.
1 ,, Gallagher, Wilham ............... Jumor clerk.......... €3l> per atunnu Resigned.
1 „ Coombes GcliI ............................ Night otiker ___ £.140 perannum Resigned.
1 „ Kicln, TliOinas............................ Junior iwrtcr................. ./ - per dnv Resigned.
1 „ W’olfGiiflev, Edgar .................... Apprentice clerk -.. £liU per annum Resigned.
e>

Gatekeeper ...
house.

4 EE Lord, William ... . . .. Station-master............. £200 per annum Resigned,
Green, Alfred............................ Crossiugkccpcr . 15/-per week . Discharged.

7 j, Cowic, Alexander ........................ Night olliver............. £130pcranmmi Resigned
9 „ Covrie, Sarah ................................ Gatekeeper ............... Free house ... Resigned.
9 7, Hannon, Mrs. Margatct................. (.lalokocpor . . . 7/- per week . Resigned.

14 „ Teague, Phillip ............... Junior clerk................. £93 per annum Resigned.
14 „ Pidcock, Frederick........................ Junior clerk ............... £90 per amium Resigned,
IB „ Watts, John.................................. Porter........................... G/-per dnv .. DiGohargud.
21 „ Loo, Annie ... *............................ Gatekeeper . .. 10/- per week. Resigned.
22 Et Outline, Mh. Mary ............. Gatekeeper............. Free house .. Resigned.
2(5 e i APDougall, [jOiusa....................... i'latfoim attendant Free house . ,, Resigned.
2S .. StafTord, llcm s ............................ Statiomnaster ......... £173 perannum Resigned

1 Ftb41 SteiiliDiisou, William..................... Junior pm ter................. 6/- per dav ... Resigned.
4 „ Havck, Francis ....................... Porter........................ 7/- per day .. Discharged.
6 „ Rryaut, Walter ............................ Pc-stal assistant... . £30 per annum Resigned-
3 „ Crossctt, James ............................ Pfjrter........................ 35/-per week . Discharged.
i) „ Arbiter, Thomas........................ Porter........................... 6/- per dav .. Deceased.

11 Vaughan. Tliomas ............. Junior porter................. 5,r- per day .. Discharged
11 1» Moodie, Edward............................ Portcr-in-cliargc ..,, 45/-p, wk, Sch’sc Disci laigud.
31 „ Hencberv, William.. . ........ Shunter......................... 7/6 per dav.. , Discharged
n „ Knight, John ................................ Porter............................ S'- per day .. Resigned
is „ Golgoii, Timothy......................... Night officer................. £150 perannum Resigned.
Ifi tt
13 Small, Robert................................. Relieving officer ......... £140pcr annum Resigned,
IS „ Dargan, Wrilliam........................... Tolegraph probationer.. 2/6 per week Resigned.
13 ,E Crowe, Mildred............................ Gatekeeper.. ... 3/- p. wk.& h’se Resigned.
13 Hewlett, James ........................... Night oiiiocr .. £l40perannuni Deceased.
19 }> Walton, Violet............................ Gatekeeper . , . Free house .. Resigned.
19 „ HothtveU, George ......................... Signalman ................. 11/6 per day , Discharged.
20 „ O’Rourke, Frank............................ Junior clerk ................. £80 per annum Resigned.
20 „ Harkin, George ........................... Junior porter................. 2/G per day .. Discharged.
22 „ Garner, John ................................ Shunter ..................... 7/0 per day .. , Deceased,
24 „ Greaves, Emma..................... Gatekeeper..................... 7/- per week .. Resigned.
26 „ Duuue, James............... -.............. Junioi' potter , 5/- per dav .... Discharged

1 Mar,. \\ hite, Susan ............................ Gatekeeper..................... 7/* per woek ., Resigned.
3 „ Newman, Marv ............................ GAtukeo|>cr ............. Free house___ Resigned.
4 j, Rrook, Arthur................................ ■Tumor porter................. 5/- per dav ... Resigned.
6 „ Pringle, Ralph ....................... Junior porter ... , 2/G per dav . Resigned,
C „ Lillvcrop, Fi-edenck..................... Porter .................... 6/- per day Resigned,
fi It Attwill, Charles .... .. Junior porter . ... 3/4 per dav .. Resigned.
y „ Father, Selina................................ Gutckcepei ................. Free house .... Resigned.

is „ Hodges, Tliomas ........................ Junior porter ......... 6/- per day , Resigned.
20 ,, Uartholomosv, Ro^o ............ Olliee cleaner . . . 30/- per week. Discharged.

’10 „ Manson, George .......................... 1 Relieving stationmastcr £200 per annum Resigned.
20 „ Horne, Marv ...... ............. Gatekeeper ............. 10'- per week.. Discharged.
20 „ Donnellan, Margaret ........... Gatekeeper .. 15/- per wcok Resigned
27 „ Pringle William............................ Junior porter................. 3/4 per dav , .. Discharged.
29 „ 7/* per week .. 

£105 per annum31 n Moll wraith, .Tames..................... Stafcioninaster ... . Resigned.
31 n Gelding, Thomas ...................... Junior clerk................. £90 per annum Resigned,

1396. Signal anu Interlocking EroiNEBiifi1 Branch.
31 I>ec, Notmun, William.................... Drill or............................ 7/0 per dav ,. Resigned.

1897.
10 Mar. ■Murphy, Willlara ___ Carpenter ...... ... 10/- tier day .. Discharged. _



Name. Remarks.Dale. Position. Rate.

1897.
27 Jan I Murdock, Archibald 
27 ,, Cliff, Richard .. .
31 „ 1 Palmer, Charles
17 Mar. I Thaeter, Herman ..

T'jIjKCTKICAIi ISmOISEBR^ ll]iA>CEj,

Fitter ............................ I 9/-per day . i Resignerl.
FUcctrical cadet . 2/3 per (lay .. I Rosicrned.
F.lectnc H^ht attciidaiu 10 S per day . Deceased 
District Inspector J 9/-per day . .1 Resigned,

1 Feb. i Vernon, John
PnormiTY and Estate Krascii.

Proper^ & estate ngentf C72fi peramnsmj Transferred to Treasury Department.

Ta < at ways I ai comotive Branch.
5 Jiui Monro, Robert 0............................. Cleaner . ’ll- per day . .
9 Feb Noycct William . . ... Driver..................... ]$/. perda\ .

11 .. Stephenson, Michael................. Stationary engine-driver 9/- per day .
23 „ Gardiner, Henry............................ Fitter....................... 10/2 per da}
19 Mur. Walker, Walter............................ Fireman . 8'-per day ..
13 „ Strachan, Charles E...................... Labourer ..................... "/' pei day ,.
21 ,, Wanhlin, William................... Driver . I-1)/- per da(

Discharged
Resigned.
Discharged.
Resigned.
Resigned
Resigned.
Kesigned

Tj5amwa Yfc—TiiAn’iu Rhavcii.
4 Jan. Fulton, George ..................... Conductor . ... C>/6 |ierdny
a » Morgan, Ixiblio .. ............. Junior conductor . 0/-per day

12 „ Murray, Alfred H...........t.............. Conduclir................... 6/6 per day .
12 „ Porlcr, Fi’cdcrick S........................ Conductor..................... GdJ per day .
12 „ Wilson, Henry.............................. Conductor ................... 0/0 per day ..
12 ,, Smethurst, John E.......................... Conductor..................... 6 0 per dnv .
15 ,, JSiddlcton, Alexander ........... Junior conductor .. , 6/0 per day ..
28 „

2 Feb.
Harris, Wdiiam J. ................... Junior conductor......... 7/- per dav
Lester, Hi mm.............................. Junior conductor......... 7/- per (Uy

& Rray, Thomas 0.............................. Senior conductor . . 9/- per daj ..
10 Mann, Charles.............................. Conductor . . 3rL per dnv ..
26 „ Fi-ascr, Hugh .........................

Payne, Christopher .................
Gripman.......................... SA per dav ..

22 Mar. Point cleaner ............. 7'- iKjr day ..
SI „ Van Houteii, John........................ Flagman..................... 7/- per day .

| Deceased.
' Rcsigneil. 

Discharged 
Discharged. Discharged, 
Discharged. 
Resigned.

. Discharged. 
Disehargcd. 
Resigned.

. Resigned.
Discharged. 

' Discharged. 
Kctircd,

Sydney: William ApplegateGullick, GoyormncntPrinter.—1897.
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1897.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS.
(EEPOET OP BAILWAY COMMISSIONERS, QUARTER ENDING- 30th JUNE, 1807.)

Printed -under No. 12 Report from Printing Committee, 22 July, 1897.

Offices of the Railway Commissioners of New South Wales,
Sydney, 20th July, 1897.

To The Honorable the Minister op Railways,—
. Sir,

In accordance with the provisions of the 44th clause of the Railway 
Act of 1888, 51 Vic. No. 35, we have the honor to submit, for the information of 
Parliament, our Report, for the quarter ending 30th June, 1897, upon the subjects 
specified, viz.:—■

I.—State op the Trappic.

RAILWAYS. Quarter ending 
30th Tune, 1S9G.

Quarter ending 
30th Juno, 1897.

Miles open ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
r 1896. 1897.

2,531i 2,6395,

Revenue ...) Passenger ...£261,587 £280,737 1 ... £595,572 675,964
Merchandise... £333,985 £395,227 )

Expenditure ... ... ... ... ,,, ... ... ... £371,510 392,344
Train miles run ............................................................................ 1,795.375 2,030,394
Earnings per train mile ... ... ... ... ... 6/7*-
Expenditure per train mile............................................................... 4/1* 3/10*
Percentage—Expenditure to earnings ... ... ... ... 62'38 58'04
Number of passengers ................................................................ 5,383,373 5,855,284
Tonnage of goods traffic ... ... ... ... ... 781,811 1,086,538
Tonnage of live stock traflEc... ... ... ... ... ... 38,132 55,780

TRAMWAYS. Quarter ending 
30th Juno, 1896.

Quarter ending 
SOth June, 1897.

Miles open ........................................................................................
Revenue ... ’ ... ... ... ... ... ...
Expenditure ... ............................................................................
Tram miles run ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
Earnings per tram mile ... ... ... ... ... ...
Expenditure per tram mile ... ... ... ... ... ...
Percentage—Expenditure to earnings ... ... ... ...
Number of fares collected ... ... ... ... ... ...

61
£74,090
£63,015
721,833

2/0*
1/9

85’09
17,448,019

G2£
81,002
68,870

804,088
2/0*
1/8*

85'02
19,004,820

* 181—
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RAILWAYS.

II.—Condition of the Lines.

A report as to the condition of tho lines will be found as an Appendix, page 4.

III.—Special Rates.

A statement of the special rates, and the reasons for mating the same, will 
be found as an Appendix, page 4.

IV.—Staff.

These returns are given as an Appendix, pages 5 to 8,

General Remarks.

The line from Narrabri to Moree, a distance of 63 miles 10 chains, was opened 
for traffic on the 1st of April last.

The earnings for the quarter as compared with the corresponding period of 
last year show an increase of £80,392, and the expenditure £20,834, resulting in an 
improvement of £59,558.

The satisfactory increase in the revenue return was brought about by an 
increase in nearly all classes of traffic.

In the Coaching Department the traffic increased to the extent of £19,150.
The Goods Department shows an advance of £61,242, general merchandise 

contributing an increase of £29,659; live stock, £28,998; minerals, £2,797. A 
slight decrease of £212 occurred in the wool traffic.

In the Passenger Department 471,911 additional passenger journeys were
made.

In the Goods Department 322,375 additional tons were carried.
The working expenses for the quarter are 58‘04, as against 62'3S per cent, in 

the corresponding quarter last year.

Condition of the Lines and Accommodation for the Traffic.

The lines are in excellent order. Re-laying, re-sleepering, and re-ballasting 
have been done where required, and satisfactory progress has been made in the 
improvement of grades.

TRAMWAYS.
The revenue for the quarter increased by £6,912, and the expenses by £5,825, 

the improved net result being £1,087.
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The Quarterly Report is usually coniined to the statutory requirements of the 
Government Railways Act. On this occasion, however, it is our mournful duty to 
refer, with the deepest regret, to the death, on the 21st ultimo, of Mr. E. M. G.Eddy, 
Chief Commissioner, our esteemed late colleague, who while at his post of duty was 
stricken with an illness which in a few days proved fatal.

Ey the decease of Mr. Eddy the Railways have been deprived of a Chief of 
the most exceptional ability and the country has sustained a great loss.

Although he has been taken from us, the system of management which he 
inaugurated and so ably presided over remains, and is capable of being continued.

We have the honor to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient servants,

CHARLES OLIVER,
Commissioner.

W. M. FEHON,
Commissioner.
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APPENDIX I.

NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS.

Report on Condition of Lines and Works for the Quarter ending
SOth June, 1897. '

Sir> Office of Engineer-in-Chief for Existing Lines, 5 July, 1897.
I have the honor to report, for the information of the Commissioners, that tho permanent

way and works have been satisfactorily maintained during the past quarter.
Steady progress has been maintamed with re-laying, re-sleepering, and re-ballasting operations.
The grade improvement at Dargan’s Creek, carried ont by contract, and those between Hill Top 

and Mittagong, carried out departmentally, have been opened for traffic; and the deviation to reduce the 
grades between Blackheath and Mt. Victoria is nearing completion.

The work of replacing the wooden viaduct at "WaggaWagga with a steel structure has been pushed 
on, and very good progress is being made.

I have, &c.,
THOMAS E. EDITH,

The Secretary to the Bail way Commissioners, Engineer-in-Chief for Existing Lines.

APPENDIX II.

NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS.

Statement, in accordance with clause No. D of tho Eailway Act, showing the Special Dates which have 
heen made, and the reasons for making such rates, quarter ending 30th June, 1897.

Article. Rate, Rearon for rate.

Coke

Contractora’ plant (railway)

Newcastle to Cobar, a rebato of 10 per coni, -will be allowed, provided 1,500 
tons are forwarded per annum.

Brcdbo to Darling Harbour, “D” class rates in lots of 0 tons per four 
wheeled truck.

To encourage traffic, 

do

Crude ores...........................

Iron pipes (13 tons lewt.),.

Sulphide of sodium ..........

Shoo drills..........................

Tin plates ..........................

Wire-wove materiol ..........

Specie (in charge of Bank 
officials),

Plant and pipes.................

Conveyed to Dnpto and Cockle Creek, Id, per ton per mile, provided that 
all classes of trucks supplied arc loaded to their full carrying capacity.

Sydney to Armidale, for the Gas Company, £i 5s. per ton in truck loads ...

" B” rates and conditions ..................................................................................

To be charged at the same rates as agricultural implements..........................

Darling Harbour to Whitton, in full truck loads, “B” rates ......................

Darling Harbour to Carrathool, £24 per truck of 6 tons ..............................

Sydney and Newcastle, to be charged Is. per £100 value.............................

Plant and pipes for Smelting Works, Dapto, to be charged 10s, per ton......

do

do

To equalise rates, 

do

To encourage traffic, 

do

To secure traffic, 

do



APPENDIX III.
NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS.

K.ETUKHjin accordance with Clause No. 44 of tho Railway Act, showing the Appointments of Employees from the 1st April to
the 30th June, 1897.

Date. Nome, Position. Rate. Remarks.

1SA7, 
17 May 
IS „ 
IS „

Dimonrt, Patrick F. 
I/OVCll, Archie S..., 
liftgurty, Midiacl P.

Traffic AirDiTon’a EitAmL

Apprentice clerk 
Apprentice clerk 
Apprentice clerk

£30 per ammm | Vice F, Carter. 
£50 i>er mmmn 
£3U per annum |

Enqineer.ik-Cuikf for Existing Lines Bbascil

1 April Cantwell, Lawroncft ........ Itl
i „ Sullivan, Timothy ..........................
i .. Williams, Francis ..............

12 „ Harjw, Laureuuo..............  ...
13 Hall, Charles ..........................
IS „ Tynan, Thomas .........................
S3 „ Cftllaghcr, Peter..............................
so „ Madin. Elornard ............
30 „ Jordan, John .............. .. ,,
30 .. Pont, George ............................
30 „ M’Cosker, Bernard.......... . Fctfcler____
30 „ Thomas, John............ ................
30 11 Archard, George......................
S May Ryan, Michael........................ . ,

32 „ Sjiooner, Harry ...................
12 r. Grhnble. Gooi^n..............
1' ►» Johnson, Anton E....................
is „ Churchill, Edward..............
IS „
IS „ Ross, George............................
23 „ Cavan, Charles..................................
28 „ Smith, William ..................... ,
31 „ lAine, John ......................
0 Juno Aubrey, Eihvaid.............................. Messenger ......................

” » Mercer, Franuis J. ..............
IS „ Coombs, William..............................
25 ,, Mullins, Joint ..........................

Smith, John M. ..............
2ft „ Freeman. John .......... ...........
25 M 1 Cleary, John ........................ ...........

C/6 per day 
7/- per day 
C/6 per day 
7|6 per day 
C/6 per day 
6 '6 per day 
6/6 per day 
7/- ]>er day 
7/' per day 
7/6 ]>er day 
7/6 per day 
7/0 per day 
7/6 per day 
6,0 per day 
6/ft per day 
6/6 }jcr day 
3/- per day 
G,'G per day 
2/- per <lay 
6/6 per day 
G/6 per day 
G'C per day 
7/G per day 
2/- per day 
G 0 per <lay 
7/- per day 
C/0 per day 
6/0 per day 
0‘(> per day 
6/C per day

| New opening, Kerrigan Line.

Vice- G. Dowling,
Vice L. Williams.
Vice S. Carson.
Vice G. Puckett.

’I
!. .

New opening, Morcc Line,

— Vice T. Green.
.... Ifdc W. Elliott.
----- Vice, J. Hay.
.... PiceP. Prucn.
.... Vice J. White.
.... Vico J. Doyle.
— Vice C. M’Carthy.

*) } New opening, Parkcs to Kogan Gate. 
.. . Vice E. L\otis.
.... FierH. Vfchh.
.... Vice R. Smitli.
.... Vice J. Morgan.
*... j New opening, Parkes to Bogan Gate.

.. . Vice T. Fleming.

Chief Mechanical Enolvkku’s Branch,
1 April
1 >t 1 „
2 ,,
* a

1‘*
15
15
in
22
3Mn
r.

18
20
20
21
21
27 „
27 ,r 
27 „
-I •»'it ,,
4 Juno 
7
7 „
8

16 n
14 „ 
14 „
17 „ 
21 „ 
2S „ 
2d M

Aulirej', Francis............................
Nimmo, Ctenrgo ..........................
Gray, Ruginal'd ......................

Mutton, Friend ...................... ..
Furniss. Goor.^o
Pickun, W'iUiam.............. ..
W'oolmor, Edward..........................
Moses, Edgar ....................

Boilermaker's

Fumicll, Frederick .......................
Doyle, James ..........................

M'Hugh, John J...............................
Hawkings, Ernest ..........................

Apprcntico .

Btmvn, John J..................................
llingnam, Wilbam..........................

Apprehtico ..

Rvan, Edward............................ Oiler ....
Maxwell, William..............
Pedersen, Emil...................... ........... shop boj........

UphoUtoross . 
Appicutiic ..

Apps, Janet .........................

Timbrelf, James............................
O'Brien, Charles D.......................... Apprentice

Oorkory, James ............................ Apprentice...

Brown, Michael..............................
Duff, Robert......................................

Cleaner .....

Hunter. John .................................. Apprentice ...

Cunmngton, Robert......................
Atkinson, Patrick .......... ...............

Cleaner ........

Harvey, Richard........ .................... Cleaner ........

assbtant

5/- per day ....j 
2 G per day .... 
•/It) per day.... 
G/Gpcrdaj . ,, 
2/’ per day .... 
2'- per day .... 
2/- per day .... 
7/- per day
4/- per day___
6/- per day .... 
2,6 per day ....
3'3 per day___
-/Ii) per flay___
2/6 per day ... 
2/6 per daj ....
*/10 i>oi day___
2/3 per day ... 
G/G per day .... 
-/10 per da\.... 
2/- per day ,.. 
■J/- per day ... 
-/10 per day. .. 
2/3 per day.... 
-/1G per day..
G/6 per day .... 
-/10 per day.... 
5/- per da> ... 
6/- per day 
-/II) per day..,. 
*/10 per day.. .. 
2/Gjwr day .... 
if- per day ....
2/3 ]>er day___
G/- per day ....

Transferred from extra staff. 
Vice J, Earley.
Vice \V. Winspear,
New opening, Moree Line,

Vice F. Hjlcy.

New opening, Jforee Line.

Now opening, Moree Line. 
Vice A, Moir

V/cc E. Fenwick.
Vice II. Kobinsoru

Vice W. Daniels.
I rice C. Dean 
Vice J. Nieholls.

Vtce J. Dibits,
Vice F. fschroeder.

Vice J Farnham,
Vice W. Walker.

Vice W. Baker. 
Vice II. Baldwin.

Vice C. Groyeg.

Chief Traffic SIaxaoer’s Biusai.

IS Jan. Follent, Mary ...................
10 Mar. McMahon, Joseph ................
20 „ Smith, Walter....................

1 April Brown, Herbert ...............................
1 „ Kmg, Patrick .......... ......... .........
1 1, Heahtm, Thomas.................................
1 „ Webb, Arthur....................................
2 Smith, George......................................
5i .. Faulkner, Ruse .................................
# „ iilimt, Mrs.............................................
7 „ O’Connor, Thomas...........................
S> „ Humphries, Harriet............. .
» „ Sutherland, Christina ....................

Ifl ,r Lackey, William.................
15 „ Dawson, Thomas..................
16 „ Cambridge, John ...............
3 ft „ Steele, John ....................
30 Kane, Martm .................

1 May.. Carter, Septimus.................
1 Applebv Ann ...................rt Winter. Ellon ....................
:t „ Cook, llicjh.uil........ .
3 „ Hoitigan, Sarah .................
o „ Pinkie, John..................
7 Kolph, Eleanor ..................

Platform attendant ....
Junior porter ..............
Junior porter..................
Apprentice clerk ..........
Shunter ........................
Telegraph probationer.. 
Telegraph probationer..
Junior porter................
Gatekeeper......................
Gatekeeper......................
Junior porter..................
Gatekeeper................

Gatekeeper......................
Junior porter..................
Junior yortcr ..............
Porter ................ ........
Porter..............................
Block lad........................
Telegraph probationer..
Gatekeeper ....................
Laundress....................
Porter ............................
Gatekeeper. ........ . ..
Tulegniph probationer.. 
Gatekeeper......................

10/- per week .,i 
2/C pur day .. . 
2i6perday. , 
£30 per annum 
7/-per day .... 
2/0 pur week . 
2/6 per week .. 
3’4 pur day .. 
Free bouse ....
Free house___
2/0 per day .. . 
5/- per week and 

house.
16/- per week..
2/G per da>___
3/4 per day ... 
Of- pei day ....
G/- per da> ___
10/* per week 
2/G per week .. 
7/ per week .. 
12/6 pul week..
(»/- per day .. 
Free house .... 
2/6- per week ,. 
7/* pur week .

Vice Mrs. Hcmsley, 
Vice T, Colgan.

Vice F O’Rourke. 
Re-employod.

Vice C Atwell.
Vice H. Faulkner.
Vice Mrs. Redding,

Vice A. Smith.

VieeM. Doimcllan.
Vice W. Pringle,
Vice U. Pringle.
Eo-employcd, vice W. Hencbery, 
Vice T. Vaughan.
Vice T. Hodges.
Vice Vf Dargan.
Vice S. Wilson.
Vice M. Winter.
IVcc T. Arbloster.
Vice J. Duncan.
Vice W. King.
Vice Til. Malcolm.
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Dat«, Name.

APPENDIX III—continued.

j i
Position. 1 Rate. Remarks',

1S97. CiriEi' Traffic Mak^owi's Braxcii—conttmted.
10 ilay., Guthrie, Mra, llary.

13
IS
19
19
20_

21 
25 
25 
25 
25 
20 
28 
81 
81
31 r. 
1 Jl 
1 
3
1

7
8 
S 
9
9 

11 
ll 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
14
10 
18 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24
24
25 
2j 
20 
28 
2S 
28
29
30 
30

Row! Noni ..............
lUilikwin^lrs.-Auu -
Kox, Tliomas ..........
Oync, Blanche *•*: 
Thomast ^lary .., ^, 
lliliCert, Maty

Pratt, Walter ..........
Hunt, Robert ..........
Lewis, John..............
Fishbum, LaATeuco 
Babbatfo, James 
Piciwick, rnndcu ,,..
Welch, Willmiu ___
Hooker, Claienco

| Collms, James ........
Brad well, Elizabeth

| Hawkcn, Joseph___
! Haines, Ada .... ,,, 
| M'Kcrvcy, Aipue ,,, 
1 Faint, Martha..........

Casey, William ,. 
Forrest, Williain . 
Dog^ur, Agnes .. 
Taylor, Bridget .

Morris, Cccilin ............
Roth well, George ........
Tiernan, James ............
Hollman, John :............
Taylor, Teresa ...,, —
Dnes, John ..................
M‘Lcw.1, Arthur ............
Givncy, Arthur
Dtivine, Marv ................
Smith, Minnie................
Collit1', Joseph................
Wrightson, Cliorlos........
M'Lcan, Catherine........
Butler, Thomas ............
Dunne, James................
Walker, Joseph ............
Lawrence, George ........
Hams, Charles.
Blake, Alfred ................
Appel, Herbert .......... .
Ed n cy, G cu tyc.......... ...
Jy.\cs, Archibald............
O'lirleu, Julian...............
Wood, Archibald.......... -
West, David.................. .
Brian, Henri ................
Benson, Harold .......... .
Lyno, Charles ...............
Raj, Elista .....................
Kennedy, Michael ------
Green, Rolmid................
Johnston, Christopher ,
Gilland, Ernest ............
Frost, Mary ..................
Cowcn, Ernest.............. .
Mnl he run, James..........
Thurlow, Will lam ....

Gatekeeper.,

Gatekcpper................
Gatekeeper..
Frobatiuncr ............
Gatekeeper................
Platform attendant . 
Gatckeeporand platform 

attendant.
Gatekeeper ..............
Junior poitcr............
junior porter............
Office bov ................
Telegraph probationer . 
Apprentice clerk ...
Porter........................
Block lad ................
Gatekeeper................
Gatekeeper................
Gatekeeper...............
Gatekeeper ...............
Gatekeeper...............
Gatekeeper ................

Porter ......................
Junior porter..........
Barrack attendant 
Gatekeeper

Gatekeeper....................
Night ofliccr..................
Junior porter................
Telegraph probationer,,
Gatekeeper.....................
1 elegraph probationer
Junior porter................
Junior porter................ .
Gatekeeper.....................
Gatekeeper...................
Telegraph probationer.
Gatekeeper......... .. .
Gatekeeper.....................
Telegraph probationer.
Junior porter..................
Junior poiter............... .
Junior jiorter..................
Junior porter................ .
Junior porter .............. .
Junior porter................ .
Junior jxnier................ .
Junior jxirter.........
Junior porter................
Junior porter................ .
Junior porter................ .
Junior porter ..... .
Junior porter.......... ..
Junior poitcr..............
Gatekeeper....................
Junior porter................
Junior porter................
Junior porter................
Telegraph probationer 
Linen attendant ...
Junior porter............
Porter........................
Apprentice clerk . .

6/- per week and 
hou&c,

Free house .... 
7/* per week .. 
10/- per week .. 
Free house ....
Free house___
lu/* per week 

and house. 
jfjj- per week ..
4 2 per day___
5/- per day___
io/- per week.. 
2/6 ]>er week ,. 
£30 per anmim 
C '* per day . .. 
30/* per week .. 
loi- per week ..
Frcu house___
15^- per week ... 
Free house....

per week .. 
7/- pei week 
and house.

0/- per day ....
2,0 per day___
7'0 per week .. 
16’- pcr week 
ami house.

Free house . .. 
£150 per annum 
3/4 per day .... 
2/0 pet week .. 
7/- per week ,.. 
2/0 per week ..
2 0 per day ,,,. 
2/0 per day — 
7/* per week .. 
7/- per week .. 
2/0 per neck , 
15/- per week .. 
7/-per week .. 
2/0 per v. eek .. 
6/- per day ....
&/■ per da)'___
4/2 per day .... 
4/2 per day .., 
4/2 per day — 
4/2 per day.... 
4/2 per day ... 
5h per day — 
5/- pur day ... 
5/-per day.. . 
4/2 pci day.... 
5/- per day.... 
fi/- per day . 
<j/2peTd£u . .. 
Free house .... 
5/- )>cr day .., 
4/2 per day.... 
5/-per day.. . 
2/6 per wcok .. 
25/- per week.. 
4/2 per day — 
0/- per day.... 
£30 per annum'

Tice J. Smith.

Vice M. Creak, 

Tice G. Kelly.

Vice A, Drewc.

Vice G. Buekpilt. 
Vtce J. Hooper.

Vice A. Solomons, 
Vice «L Crosse It.

Vice M. Winter.

Vtce E. Cleaver. 
viceS. Alt. ^ 
Vtce J. Klmdinist,

Vice F. O’Sullivan.
Tice S- Houghton.

Vice M. Watts .
(Re-employed). Vice C. Smith* 
Vtce J. Maloney,
Vice It. Elliott.
Vtcc E. Regan.

Vice R. Milligan.
Vice W. Fulljamcs.
Vice AT. Dick.
Vice H. Lawrence.

Vice A. Hiblicrh. 
Vice J. Anderson. 
Vice W. Moffatt.

Vice Mr. WiBiaini

n>c A. Reilly.

Electrical ExgixeetFs Branch.

SO April 
20 May
25 M 
11 June

Lacey, Mathew J..........
Webb, Augustus..........
Robertson, William M, 
Tinson, Harold ..........

Electrical cadet..............
Electrical cadet..............
Telegraph messenger .. 
Probationer ..................

1/S per day___j
2|3 per day 
fi|-per week ..! 
2/0 per week ..J

OOMFTROTitfER oy STORES BRANCH,
S6May | M'Callum, Daniel........ ................ I Menen-er ....................... I JO/-per week ..1

Trasiwavs—I-ocOMorm Bhas'ch.

8 April 
8 » 

12 ,t oo
23 May 

8 June 
4 ,
4 ,

18 ,
28 ,
23 ,

Dickie, Jainen............ .
Eterist, Arthur F. ,. 
Chapman, Henry .... 
Hyland, Joseph J,....
Ball, Nathan E...........
Betts, George............
Atkinson, St. Clair . 
MlRao, George .... 
Tubby, Henry J. ... 
Holland, Frederick . 
Daley, Augustus ...

Apprentice clerk 
Boy labourer ..., 
L'unp-trimmer ,, 
Boy labourer — 
Lamp-trimmer ..
Cleaner ..........
Rrassmouldor...
Labourer ........
Cleaner .........-.
Shop boy............
Shop boy............

£30 per annum 
i’O per day ,. . 
4/- ]>er day ....
2«0 per day-----
2'G per day___
4/G jior day .... 
10/- per day....
6’6 per day___
5/6 per day ,.., 
2/3 per day — 
8/- per day ....

Vice W, Wanklin.
Vice W. Walker.
Vice C. Strachau.
Vice T. TIarland.
Vice S. Sparkcs.
| Transferred from extra staff.

Vice P. Cooper 
Vice E. Rose.

9 April 
12 ,> 
12 „ 
23 „
23 „
23 „
23 „ 
SMay 

19 „ 
19 „
21 „
2 June
4
4
4

Sfcuyck, Arthur H..,.
Clay, Alfred.............. ..
Hughes, Thomas ...
Byrne, Richard........
Campbell, William J. 
Vaughan, Edward ... 
Johnstone, Alfred ... 
McGrath, John J. ...
King, David S..............
Mitchell, Daniel ii. .
Hurst, Alfred............
Hatton, Henry ........
Barker, William H. . 
Northey, James T,.. 
Wilson, Robert S, ..

7 May.[ Harris, James 
18 June Gunn,' Walter

Tramways—Traffic Brafcil

Junior conductor..........
Point cleaner..................
Junior conductor..........
Junior conductor..........
Junior conductor..........
Junior conductor..........
Junior conductor..........
Conductor ......................
Junior conductor..........
Flagman..........................
Junior conductor..........
Junior conductor..........
Conductor......................
Junior conductor..........
Junior conductor..........

6/- per day 
C/* per day 
6/- per day 
C/- per day 
0/- per day 
6/- i>er day 
(J/- per day 
(VO per day 
fl/. per day 
CA per day 
6/- jier day 
6A per (Lay 
C/6 per day 
fi/- per day 
6/- per day

Vice N. Dcarman. 
Vice G. Thomas.

>■ Transferred from extra staff.

Vice F, Groves.
Vice W. A. Campbell- 
Vice H. Millington. 
Transferred from extra staff. 
Vice M. Williams.
}Transferred from extra etaff.

Labourer
Labourer

Tramways—Maijs-tbxaxce Braxcii.
...................... c/o pe, day"" " I} Transferred from extra etaff.
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APPENDIX IV.
KEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS.

RetueNj in accordance with Clause No. 44 of the Railway Act, showing the Removals of Employees from the let
April to the 30th June, 1897.

Date. Nome. Position. Rate. Remarks,

1897- Tbafitc! Auuitor’s Hrakch.
S May,,l Carter, Frederick S...................... I Apprentice clerk ......... I £70 per imnum I Resigned.

29 June I Hadcoji, Samuel 1)............. ......... I Inspector..................... | £30^«porannum; Deccnsed.

10 April 
20 „

29 ,
11 May., 
22 ,
27
21 June 
2C *

Green, Thomas . 
Lyons, Eugene,,. 
Elliott, William . 
Duggan, John ,<, 
Coott:, William... 
Hannan, John .. r 
Williams, James . 
Fleming:, Tbonms 
Smith, Charles .. 
Roberts, Edward.

E.SaiSRF.R-IN-CHIKF IOR EYTStlSQ LINES BRANail*
Fettlor.......................... 7/0 per day 

9/- per day 
7/0 per day 
9/* per day 
7/0 per day 
7/0 per day 
7/0 per day 
7/0 jwr day

Ganger ........................
Fattier......................... ?iG per day

Resigned.
Deceased.
Deceased.
Decoa&cd.
Retired.
Deceased.
Deceased.
Retired.
Retired.
Retired.

7 April
10
10
12
14
23
20
1 May.,
ii )»
7
3
3

10

* * jj
10 June. 
12 „ 
17 „ 
17
IS „ 
24 „
30 „

1 April 
0 » 
o „
8

18
20
21
20
2(1
27
30
30

1

►>

tt
May..

3 tt
3
5
C
7
3

tt
ti

it

13

10
21
23

tt
it

20 „
31 „

1 June.
2 „
4 tt

5
0

tt
tt

5
7
8 

10 
10 
II 
IB 
10 
18 
IS 
22 
24 
24 
30 
SO

it
it

i#

it

ii
it

Robinson, Henry.......
Daniels, William____
Richards, William H.
Cook, George .........
Simpson, Frederick .
Farnham, John .......
Knovdcs, William ...
Weeks, George -----
Dean, Charles ..........
Raid win, Horace.......
Foster, Charles ...., 
Baker, William R. ... 
Lydon, William ....
Flcnt, George ..........
Dodds, James .. ..
Robinson, William...
Goodwin, George.......
Cameron, Percy .., 
Gimbert, Phillip ....
Hall, George............
Inglis, Allan............
Hubbard, James ....,

Chikf Mechanical Engineer's Branch.
Carriage builder .........
Turner.........................
Labourer...................
Storeman ...................
Painter ......................
Pumper ......................
JloilenriakerVi assistant.
Assistant examiner__
Fitter ..........................
ApproutUiu...................
Fitter ......................
Carnage builder .........
Labourer .....................
Labourer .....................
Dnvcr..............................
Pumper ......................
Apprentice...................
Apprentice ...............
Labourer ..................
Sinker.......................
lilaek'imith...................
Steam shed inspector ..

lO/O i>er day .. 
11/-per day .. 
T/O {ter day..,, 
S/-per day ....
Sf-porday ___
S»'6 per day....
7/- per day___
8'- pc* day .. 
10/8 per day .. 
3/' per day
S'- per day___
30'Operday .
7'6 per day ,..
iif- per day___
13'- perdivy___
8/S i>or day .... 
-/Ill pur day .. 
-/IQ iter day ., 
7/(5 per day ....
7/0 pev day___
ll'-per<lav ■. 
£2b0 pu annum,

Deceased.
Resigned.
Discharged,
Resigned.
Deceased,
Deceased.
Deceased.
licsigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
DiscImrgccL
Deceased.
Deceased.
Retired.
RcsigriGd.
Discharged.
Deceased.
].)ci;oa.sed.
Deceased.
Retired.

Cuizp Traffic Makager’e Bkancu.
Faulkner, Henry..........................
Redding, Mrs,........................
Smith, Jane.................................

Buckpitt, George ....................
Smith, AmbrOHC..........................
MolZatt, William.......................
Anderson, James..........................
Croak, Margaret..........................
Hiblwrt, Albert ..........................
Foston, William ..........................
Wilson, Sarah..... .......................
Elliott, Robert.............................
Winter, Matilda ..........................

Williams, Mrs...............................

Duncan, Jane................. ...........
Cambourne, Annie......................
M'Foddou Agnes .................
Malcolm, Mary............................
Alt, Henry ................................

Drewc, Annie ....... .

Kelly, Georgina .....
Milligan, Robert.......
Maloneyr John..........
Smith, Charles,......
Davidson, Nalwb.......
Clea\cr, Isabella.......
Ah, Sarah................
Klindinist, Jane,

Solomons, Alexander. 
Houghton, Sarah.......

O'Sullivan, Fanny ., 
Watts, Minnie .......
Reran, Elizabeth..,, 
Walsh, Mrs. Jsmo . 
Lawrence, Honora .., 
Dick, Margaret .,,., 
Full James, William.. 
Fielding, Thomas .. 
Proctor, Patrick ,,,,
Koliy, Thomas.........
Hives, William
Atkins, Alfred.........
Blanch, Theophllus
Crokc, John..........
Green, Charles.........

Gatekeeper...................
Gatekeeper...................
Gatekeeper............ .....

Porter.........................
Gatekeeper...................
Shunter ......................
Porter..........................
Gatekeeper...................
Porter..........................
Ticket collector,
Gatekeeper .................
Tolegmph probationer.. 
Gatekeeper and 

lannarevi.
Gatekeeper...................

Gatekeeper...................
Gatekeeper ..................
Gatekeeper...................
Gatekeeper...................
OJHcer-in charge .........

Attendant and gate
keeper.

Gatekeeper...................
Junior porter................
Junior jjortcr................
01hcer*in*churge .........
Porter..........................
Platform attendant__
Gatekeeper..................
Gatekeeper................. .

Apprentice clerk .........
Gatekeeper...................

Barrack attendant ..,.
Gatekeeper...................
Gatekeeper...................
Platform attendant....
Gatekeeper ................
Gatekeeper ..................
Apprentice Clerk .....
Clerk ..........................
Porter ......................
Guard .........................
Porter................. .......
Junior Porter..........
Junior Porter...............
Gatokecjvcr...................
Clerk ..........................

Free house ,,. 
Free house ,.., 
3/- porn eek and 

house.
7/-per day .. 
Free house ....
7/ft pur day__

' 71- per day . ..' 
| 7/- per v.eck .. 

7/- per day ....
8/- per day __
7 - ]Kir week .. 
•2 G per week ,. 
12 G per week 

and house. 
20/- per week 

and house,
Free house__
Free houso__
7L per week 
7/-per week .. 
£141) per annum 

and £00 per 
annum postal, 

10/- i>cr week ..

Discharged.
Discharged.
Resigned.

Deceased.
Discharged.
Resigned,
Resigned,
Resigned.
Deceased.
Discharged,
Resigned.
Resigned.
Deceased.
Resigned.

Resigned,
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Deceased.

Resigned.

Free house ... 
2/G per day .... 
3/4 per day .... 
£140 perannum 
8/-per day .... 
Free house .... 
7/- per week .. 
7/- per week and 

house.
£30 ]>cr annum 
10/- per week 

and house.
7/0 ]>cr week .. 
Jf'roehouse .... 
7/- per week ., 
Free* house ... 
7/- per wcok .. 
7/- per week ,, 
£30 por annum 
£lb0)K>.r annum 
G/- per day .... 
10/(J per day . 
S/- per day ....
G/- pur day__
(>/- per day .... 
1 fi/* per week .. 
£140 per annum

Resigned.
Discharged.
Discharged,
Resigned.
Resigned,
Resigned.
Resigned.
Resigned.

Resigned,
Resigned,

Resigned,
Resigned.
Resigned.
Discharged.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Discharged,
Resigned.
Discharged.
Deceased.
Deceased.
Resigned.
Resigned.
Discharged.
Retired.

Signal and Interlocking Esginetii'b Branch,
20jMayJ Boulton, William..,,,,..,.......... | Labourer.,,,,...............1 7/0 per day ....! Resigned.
22 „ { Shurcyt Frederick .... M ............ | Labourer_______..... I 7/ft per day___! Deceased.

IClectrical Enoinker’e Branch.
27 May..| Pritzler, William.,...................... | Probationer .................j 2/G per week ,,j Discharged.



8

Date. Name,

APPENDIX IN—continued.

Position. Rato. Remarks.

1807. Tramways—Loiomottve Branch.
lOAprill Walker,Georjre A............................ J Brassniaulder.
21 „ Harland, Thomas .......................... Driver.......... .
0 May.. Burncss, William ........ ................. I labourer____

lil ,, I Sparkes, Sidney H............................ Cieancr ____
ll Junc.j McLean, Alexander ...................... ] Cieancr ..
19 ,, j Clarke, James T................................ ! Blacksmith..

10/-per dav ..i Discharged, 
ll/-per day . Resigniid, 
V- per day Resigned.
3/9 per day . ,. Discharged.
6/0 per <Uy J Discharged.
i'2 - j>oi day Deceased

Tramways—Traffic Bra^cti

1 April j Thomas, Georfje W.......................... .Tunior conductor

27 ,,
27 „
27 „ Larger«Tcweph ................ . Junior conductor .. .
30 „

13 „
10 June. Morriss, Patrick.............................. Senior conductor ....

O'- per day 
9/- per day .. 
7 - per day 
7/- )>er day .. 
G''G i>er day , 
8’- per day .. 
0/0 per day. 
y)- per day 
9/- ]x;r day ..

Resigned.
Discharged.
Discharged,
Discharged.
Discharged.
Discharged
Resigned.
Deceased.
Deceased.

0 April I Carter, Thomas
Tramways—Maiktekancj; Branch. 

Labourer.......................... 1 7/0 per day ... J Retired.

[04]
Sydney: William Applegate Gullick, Government Priutcr.—1807,
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS.
(RETORT OF RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS, QUARTER ENDING SEPTEMBER, 1897.)

Priced under Jso. 22 Tie.port from Printing Committee, IS Piovemher, 1S97.

Offices of the Railway Commissioners of New South Wales,
29th October, 1897.

To The Honorable the Minister of Railways,—

Sir,
In accordance with the provisions of the 41th clause of the Railway 

Act of 1888, 51 Vic. No. 35, we have the honor to submit, for the information of 
Parliament, our Report, for the quarter ending SOth September, 1897, upon the 
subjects specified, viz. :—

I.—State op the Trappic.

RAILWAYS. Quarter ending 
30th Sept., 1806.

Quarter ending 
30th Sept., 1897.

Miles open ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 2,53U 2,639 £
r 1S9G. 1897.

Revenue ... i Passenger ...£243,014 £251,186 [ ... £737,185 £699,481
(Merchandise... £494,141 £448,295)

Expenditure ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . ... £405,756 £400,276
Train miles run ................... ........................................ 1,969,585 1,990,554
Earnings per train mile ... ... ... ... ... ... 7/5| 7/01
Expenditure per train mile.................................................. 4/H m

Percentage—Expenditure to earnings ... ... ... ... 5504 57-22
Number of passengers ... ,,, ... ... ... ... 5,392,491 5,639,635
Tonnage of goods traffic .................................................. 1,113,950 1,129,304
Tonnage of live stock traffic.................................................. 42,830 34,083

TRAMWAYS. Quarter ending 
3Ulh Sept., 1890.

Quarter ending 
SOth Sept,, 1897.

Miles open ... ... ... ... ... .
Revenue ... ... ... ... ...
Expenditure ... ... ... ... ... ..
Tram miles run ... ... ... ...
Earnings per tram mile ..................................................
Expenditure per tram mile ... ... .. ... ...
Percentage—Expenditure to earnings ... ... ...
Number of fares collected...................................... . ...

01
£70,606 

■ £58,833
745,170 

1/10}
1/7

83'32 
16,653,775

62}
£73,423
£62,431
807,330

1/9}
1/6}

85-03
17,337,962

*313—
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RAILWAYS.

II.—Condition of tee Lines.

A report as to the condition of the lines will he found as an Appendix, page 4.

III.—Speciae Rates.

A statement of the special rates, and the reasons for making the same, will 
be found attached. [Appendix, page 4.]

IY.—Staff.

These returns are given as an Appendix, pages 5 to 7.

General Remarks.

The revenue for the quarter shows a decrease of £87,704, which is more than 
accounted for by the falling off in the live stock and wool traffic. The former shows 
a decrease of £21,100, and the latter £33,443; in all, £54,643. The loss is almost 
wholly consequent upon the drought winch was so seriously felt in many parts of 
the Colony a few months back ; but the late shearing, and the difficulties of road 
transit, owing to recent heavy rains, have, to some extent prevented the wool coming 
forward as rapidly as it otherwise would have done.

The coaching traffic increased by £8,142, viz., first-class £921, second-class 
£5,682, and miscellaneous £1.539. Lor the increase in Passenger Earnings, 
247,144 additional journeys were made.

In the goods department, general merchandise increased by £7,177, and coal, 
coke, and other minerals £1,520. The increase in Mineral Earnings represents 
45,545 tons of additional haulage.

The working expenses were reduced by £5,480. The expenditure in connec
tion with the working of new lines which were not opened during the corresponding 
quarter of last year, the larger outlay on rolling-stock, and the charges on account 
of the renewing and improving of the Wagga Wagga Viaduct, prevented the working 
expenses being kept more in harmony with the reduced receipts.

Condition



Condition or the Lines and Accommodation eor the Traepic, , •

The permanent-way and works have heen efficiently maintained, and further 
grade improvements have been executed.

TRAMWAYS.
The revenue for the quarter increased by £2,817, and the expenses by £3,598, 

considerable expenditure having been incurred in relaying, also in renewing and 
improving the crossing in King and Elizabeth Streets, and providing for the 
renewal of rolling-stock.

We have the honor to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient servants,

CHARLES OLIVER,
Chief Commissioner.

W. M. EEHON,
Commissioner.

DAVID KIRKCALDIE,
Commissioner.

APPENDIX
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APPENDIX I.
Report on Condition of Lines and Works for the Quarter ending SOth September, 1897.

New South Walea G-overnment Railways,
Sir, Office of Engiricer-in-Chief for Eiisting Lines, 5 October, 1897.

I have the honor to report, for the information of tho Commissioners, that the Permanent
way and Works have heen efficiently maintained during the past quarter.

Relaying, rcsleepering, and rehallasting operations have been carried on steadily.
The alteration of gradient between Blackheath and Mount Victoria has been completed, and the 

duplication of the line between the same stations is nearing completion. Eurther grade improvements 
in the vicinity of Esetcr, Brampton, between Betlmngra and Illabo, and between Orange and Mullion 
Creek are being energetically pushed forward.

Satisfactory progress is being made with the reconstruction of the Wagga Wagga viaduct.
, 1 have, &c.,

' THOMAS ll. BIRTH,
Engineer-in-Chief.

The Secretary to the Railway Commissioners.

APPENDIX II.
NEW SOUTH "WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. '

Statemest, in accordance with clause No 44 of the Railway Act, showing the Special Rates which have 
been made, and the reasons for making such rates, Quarter ending SOth September, 1897.

Article, Hate, Reason for rate.

Antiseptic ...............
Bags, empty returns
Ballast ..................

Bottlesj empty

Cote

Cement 

Coal, email

Coal ...................
Contractors1 plant

Cement ............. *...............

Contractors' plant.............

-GrraTeL,...............................

General goods ...................
Iron pipes, 150 tons ..........

Iron spikes...........................
Lead ..................................
Merry-go-rounds ...............

Pans (night-soil) 1,200......

Saddle ...........................
Single Package rates......... .

Stone ...................... ...........

Tin plates ..........................
Iron................ .....................

Cushions

Pares

Do

In casks or tins, “ B” class rates and conditions..............................................
Hermidale 1o Newcastle free.......................................................... ...................
For the Kailway Construction Department* from Coolabah, Gcnric, Balhiat 

Siding, and fCarrominc to NcTertirc, id. per ton per mile.
To Wagga to be charged at the empty return rate, provided a stafutory 

declaration is given that bottles will he subsequently filled Tfith wine 
and returned by rail*

Newcastle to Hermidale, will be allowed a rebate of 10 per cent,, provided 
1,000 tons are forwarded per annum in standard four-wheeled trucks of 
9 tons 10 cwt. minimum weight,

Portland to Stations between Strathfield and Milson’a Point, Miscellaneous 
Class rates and conditions. ,

The 20 per cent, rebate on small coal, as proiidcd in the Goods Kates book 
dated the 8th June, is to apply to all small coal shipped irrespective ofj 
destination.

Co-operative Colliery to Sulphide WorkSj Cockle Creek, Is. Id. per ton......
Borg Bong to Darling Harbour, iC A” class rates. Kails and iron to be 

forwarded in G-ton lots, and the machinery in 4-toti lots per each four-' 
■wheeled truck. j

Newcastle to Tamwort.li, in cattle wagons (hat would otherwise run empty.
to be allowed 25 per cent, reduction on the ordinary rates. I

Bumberry to Cootamundra, in lots of 6 tons per four-wheeled truck, frB ,5| 
class rates. |

Coolabali to Nyngan, in full truck loads when forwarded at the convenience' 
of Department, 2s Gd. per ton. !

Forbes to Bourke, £41 per four-wheeled truck of C tons .............................  1
Darling Harbour to Moree, £5 per ton in lots of 6 tons per four-wheeled 

truck.

To encourage traffic.
do do 

Special concession.

To encourage traffic.

do do

To equalise rates. 

Special concession.

To equalise ratee. 
To secure traffic*

do do

do do

To encourage traffic.

To secure traffic 
do do

Eskhank to Sydney, “A'* class rates ............. ............ ...............................
Darling Harbour to Dapto, 10s. per ton..........................................................
Minimum charge, 15s, per each four aud £1 per each six or eight wheeled 

1rmk.
Bomebush to Dubbo, in lots of 3 tons m live stock trucks that would other

wise run empty, £3 19s. 6d per truck.
First class rates and conditions.......................................... .............................
These rates are to be applicable from Corowa and intermediate stations to 

Albury.
From the junction of Walls end Line to Newcastle and Bullock Island in 

full train loads, 8d. per ton.
Darling Harbour to "Whitton f{B 51 class rates with a minimum of two tons
Iron forwarded in lota of net less than 8 tons per four-wheeled truck fromEsk 

Bank to Darling Harbour for export beyond the Colony will he charged 
at Miscellaneous rates.

Cushions which have been hired to passengers coming from Albury ami 
Victorian stations, to be returned from Sydney to Albury at Id. each 
with minimum charge of Is. per consignment

School pupils travelling between Sydney and Adelaide during recognised 
vacation to be allowed return tickets at half the fare which prevails at 
the time.

Youths from the Cavpenterian Reformatory proceeding to the country to 
take up situations will be charged half the ordinary rate on pro
duction of a certificate signed by the Superintendent of the Reforma
tory. 41

To encourage traffic. 
To secure traffic.
To equalise rates*

To secure traffic.

To equalise rates, 
do do

To secure traffic.

To encourage traffic. 
To encourage traffic.

Extra facilities.

do

do
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APPENDIX III.
NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS.

Retuws, in accordance with Clause No, 44 of the Railway Act, showing tho Appointments of Employees from the 1st Jiilv to
the 30th Sepicmber, 1897. ‘

Date. Name. Position. | Jtatc. Remarks.

3
10
17
liJ
21
2i
28
23

' York, William,. 
Spike. WiJham ,, 
Shockley, Wlllunu
Km£,\\ illiam 
Spooner. Henry . 
M'Holrick, William 

I I'klward':, Joseph, 
i Davis. Benjamin ..

1 Seyi!, ' Jlicey, liowlaml.............................. Apprentice

1 Au- | limit, I’jrcUal S............................... Surveyor a:

Esgin
25 Juno Dunbar, John..................... Labourer .
a „ Duke, James...............................
2a „ Miller, CarloJus ............
m Walbroek, Henn'............

1 July M'OinJay, Peuiiis........................ Labourur .
i- fiofts. Eowin..................................... Draftsman
2 ,, Trus^ell, Willum..........................

Wright, Patrick..........
Hunt, Simon....................

-0 ,r Webster, w illiam ........................
24 „ Cftombs, Arthur..........................
24 M'Kadden, Patrick . Fettlcr..
29 „ ^^falsh, Stephen ............
2 Aug. Hedges, Williain...................... Labourer

10 ,, Milhr, Olivet* ...................
20 „ Ward, Henry.............................
24 Hailcv, John..................
25 ,, Hedge:*, Albert,. .................

M{Veigh, James.......... ...
Labourer .

2o ,, Labourer .
Harris, Thomas.................. Labourer .

27 „ Ahern, John .................................
Truulci, John..................

2S „ Bennett, John................................
NeweD, OharieR ...33 ,,

1 Se]>t. Black*oil, Herbert.................. labourer

Traffic AeDtroifs BaAsen.«
:lerk.......... j per annum Transferred from extra stuff.

PnoPErm’ and Estate IlnAKcn.

.v-Ciiicp for Existing Links Branch.

Fcttler..
I Fettlcr... 
I Labourer 
I Labourer

........  Labourer .......... fi G per dav ...

.... Labourer .................... fi/G per dav ....

... Labourer .................... fi/G per dnv ,..

... , Boy (labourer).............. 3/- per day ,,

... ,| Boy (labourer).............. 3/- perday ..

G G per ilny . ..j
f> G per day___’
7/ti per day.... 
G/6 ]ier dav ... 
G/0 ])cr day . ., 
£200 perannum 
G(G per day ... 
7/-per daj ..
(I/O ]>er day .,,,
7'-perday.
0 G per day ... 
7/0 per day .... 
0,6 per day . .. 
0 0 per day ..
G 0 per day ..
C G per day .. 
ti/fi per daj . .. 
O.’O jjur day ...
6 G per <la\ ...
G'O per day___
7/6 per day ... 
7/- per day ..,, 
b,G per day , , 
G.-Gperday ..
G/G per day 
7/0 per day
7 0 per day 
0 G per day

Vice C. Hnz]ev.ood
NeY* opening, Bemoan Line.
New opening Parkes to Bogdan (!ate. 
rice J. Williams 
New opening, Moree Line. 
Transferred from extra staff.
ITcr F Jones
New openintr, Moree Line.
Vies }f. iloes.
New opening, Moree Line.
Vice J FTannon
New opening, Moree Line,
Trief* J. Tlionnan.
T ter I). Hickey.
Vice T. Marshall.
Nev, opening, Moree Line.
Lice J. Paulry.
Vice E. Roberts.
J’jcc .1. Jepson.

.| Vice C. Smith'

.| New opening, Moree Line 
New opening, Beirignn Lino.
Vi'cc.T. Flight,
Ficc y. F^anc.

J ViceF Hawthorn.
■ {-New opening, Moree J.ine.

. Ficc C. Rmith.
Ficc M. Stapleton,
New opening, .Moree Line.
F?cc w. Elliott.
Vice J. Barrett.

1 July MeRitchic, David ....................
1 „ Meredith, George ..................

Cambridge, Janies . ...
" 1. Wilkinson, John YV .
7 ., Smith, John 1>. ,.
n .. Mc^uinl)efl^, Wilinm ,., .
s „ fill is, Francis ...............................

12 „ Swift, Roger ..
12 „ Dixon, Albert ....................
u „ Bnne, Raisbra..........
14 ,, Fleming, William ..................
14 Barnes, Alfred................................
15 „ Mastou, Walter ............
20 „ Smith, Fran It ....................
2(1 „ Robson, Robert ..........

4-i7 ,, Mcllregnr, John..........................
29 ., Dodds, James ............
i Auir. Hallhouse, Joseph ............

12 ,, Crossiuan, Francis.................
Jones, Clifford ..... ,

23 „ Muldoon. Oliver ....................
30 „ White. William E......................
31 „ Jnlinston, Victor..............
3U ,, Law, Robert M.........................

1 Sept Sutherland, John ................
I M Ferguson, Nathan......................
» Robinson, Francis............
3 „ Sowden, Miles........................
fj Runs, Richard..................................

Meek, Thomas............................
10 ,, i.ueev, John .................. '..
13 „ 7ruacotfc, Arthur....................
17 „ Houghton, Richard ....................
24 „ Reeder, George . .. ,
30 ,f Buwman, John......................

19 June 1 Dickson, Charles................
25 „ Nichols, Arthur......................
Q-. Pope, John..........................
25 „ Laiicv, Thomas ..............................

2 Julr Reid, Annie..........................
2 H Rudd, Bmtha ................
- ii Packer, william ..........................
a ii Banfleld. Mary Ann ......................
<■> „ Wilkes, Henry ... ...
7 ,, Martin, Mary............................

McCulloch, Brcashur................
a ,, Shea, Arthur ..................
u ,, Humphreye, Walter....................
P Walsh, Joseph..............................
9 „ Parmvell, Sylvester..................
0 „ Mood ward, Richard ................
9 Watson, George Oliver..........
9 ,, Broderick. James ........................

14 „ (JoUeit-, John ..............................
14 „ Alt, Sarah......................................

Cleaner .
Shop-i»oy .. _

, Cleaner ..................
I Sliop-boi................
I Apprentice ............
^ Apprentice.......... ..

Shop hov..................
Blacksmith..........
Cieancr ..................

I Cleaner ................
I Painters Assistant
[ Cleaner ..................
) Cleaner ............

Fuelman..............
Apprentice............
I^itiourer ..............
Shop boj ..............
Labourer..................

CiiruF Mrchanicaij Enoinker's Brasch.
Cieaner ... ...........
Boilermaker's assistant.
Boilermaker's assistant.
Shop hoy..........................
Cleaner ................
Apprentice .. ..
Cleaner ..........
Apprentice ...
Apprentice..........
Cleaner ..............
Cleaner ..............
Cleaner ....
Shop-boy..............
Cadet ................
Office-boy .. ..
Apprentice ., 
labourer ....

2’6 per day ... 
G 8 per da}* . , 
G/6 pur day.
2.3 per day ... 
ft'- per day ... 
lOd. perday . 
4/- per day .. 
lOd ]>er day . 
lOd perday .
3.3 per dav . 
it 3 per day ..,
4 - {>er day .., 
2/6 per day ... 
2,- |ier day .. 
10/- per week . 
1 oil. perday . 
fl'fl per day.. 
(F- per day ..
2.3 per dav .. 
?>/- per day . . 
2'ilpcrduy ,. 
lOd. per day . 
lOd. per day . 
2/G per day ... 
10 - per day , 
iV- i>er day .. r 
3/11 perday... 
6 G per day .
5 - per day ... 
2/G ner day. . 
7/j perday .. 
lOd. perday . 
fl G per day .. . 
2dlperdfty . 
7/- per day . .

Ft’c# W. Lydon. 
Tice W. Knowles.

F{cr C. Foster. 
Vice F. Cameron.

Wee F, Shcnafcone. 

Viet O. Goodwin,

Transferred from extra staff. 
Vice G. Hall.
Vice CL Tmdlc.

Ftce J. Henderson.
Ffcc E. Kearsley.
1 ice A. Croal.
Tric« ,L JIurdoeh,

| Vice It Spence.
Vice K Fopo.
Fi« J C- Mood.
Vice G. Weeks.

Vice C. Fient.

Transferred from Extra Staff 

ViceJ, Bradley.

CniEr Taaefto Manaokr’s Branch
Junior porter................
Junior porter ............
Junior porter.. .
Junior porter................
Gatekeeper....................
Gatekeeper ..................
Porter..........................
Gatekeeper................
.1 union porter ................
Gatekeeper ....................
Junior porter..............
Junior porter ..........
Telegraph probationer.
1'ortcr..............................
Junior porter ..............
Porter ......................
Telegraph probationer.
Porter..............................
Junior portor..............
Station-mistress ...

4,2 per day . 
Ail2 per day ..
4 ‘2 per day ,., 
.V- per day . 
Free houso 
7 - per week . 
G - per day ... 
7s per ii eek . 
2/G per day ... 
Free hoube . . 
5’- per day 
3/4 per day ... 
2 G per week . 
6 - per day .. 
2'0 perday ... 
fi - per day . 
2'Gpervicek . 
C>/- per day ... 
4/2 per day ,.. 
15/- per week

Tice T Fielding.

Vice N. Reid.

Tice G. Dormc. 

J'icc T. Blanche.

Vice J Alt.

Ffce p, Proctor, 
Tice M. Brown.
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Date. Name.

APPENDIX III—continued.

Position. Pate. Remarks.

im. Cfitep Traffic Ma.nagbu’s liRAscii—eentfnued:.

15 July,
16 „
16 „ 
16 „ 
17 „
21 ,, 
21 11 
22 „ 
23 „ 
26 „ 
26 „ 
26 „ 
26 „
29 „
30 ,,
3 Au^ 
3 „
6 | j
6 ,,
9 I.

Bailejs Joha............
Bcavis, Aimie ... 
Farrell, John . . 
Linpard, John . 
McUlean, Andrew* , 
Symons, Charles.. 
Booth, Wiliiam .. 
Brown, Arthur .,. 
Parker, Thomas . 
fa can Ion, Mary ,,.. 
Porter, Sidney ., 
Renmntf, FTcrbert 
Oarnham. John 
M'Dermott. Annie 
Gninths, Thomas 
Hess, Catherine . 
Kelly, Mathew .... 
Ford, Frederick ...
North, John..........
Tredwell, Maria..

13 „
16 „ 
16 „ 
17 „
13 „
19 „
19 „
20 „
20 „ 
23 „ 
23 „
23 „
23 „
26 M 
26 „ 
27 „
30 „
SI ,,
2 Sept.
3 „
3 „

3 „
1 ,
6 ,

Thomas, John..............
Traynor, James ..............
Kelly, Frederick ,
Gleeson, Thomas ..
Vcrrliiff, Betsy..............
Gardner, Henry ..............
Markwell, Owen..............
Annand, Alexander .. 
Xowland, Elizabeth . .
Furbey, Edward ............
Glbscm, William..............
Fitzgerald, Richard ,,,
Hicks, James ..................
Bartlett, Krederick ___
Hl^ijmson. Ernest..........
Roberts, James .............. .
Evans, Richard ................
Crokc, John J......................
Jack, William ................
CofiLTOve, John ..............
Barker, Hannah................
Patterson, James............
Lewis, William....................
Hancox, Walter............
Brown, Margaret ............

6
6
9
9

10
13
13
13
13
15 
13
16

Noble, Harold___
Hollis, Ed win ........ ..
Ings, Emma..............
Hosran, Nellie ..........
OTirien, William .. . 
Baker, William . .

i Wilson, James ___
[ Clarke, Charles ... 

Housheld, William .. 
Cunningham, Eliza 
Roberts, Emily .. , 
Thoma1?, Alice'...

n „ Gilbert, Charles ..
24 M Potter, Annie ....
27 ,, Higcins, Thomas..
27 ,, 1 Hyslop, Robert ..

.......... | Junior porter...........

.......... Gatekeeper ................
„ .,. .1 Porter...............................
.. .. Junior porter ................
.......... Junior porter..................

.... Junior porter ............
___ Mesi+enger ..................

........ Porter “.........................
.. .. Porter............................
.. .. Gatekeeper ....
.. . Junior porter................

..i Telegraph probationer. 
... 1 Junior porter .. ,.

........ Gatekeeper.....................
,. .. Porter .........................
___ Gatekeeper ............
........ Porter ............ ...
.......... Porter..............................
.. .. Porter ...........................
.... j Gatekeeper......................

... . Telegraph probationer..

.. .. Office boy ....................
___ Telegraph probationer..

.......... Porter .. . ...

.......... Gatekeeper.....................
----- Junior porter..................
___ Gatekeeper ...............

.. . Telegraph probationer..
........ Gatekeeper ................
........ Porter ..........................
.. Junior porter .

. . . Telegraph probationer .

.......... Porter........................

.......... Porter............................
___ Porter............................
.......... i Telegraph probationer.

.' Telegraph probationer .
...............lunior porter..................
.......... Telegraph probationer,.
........ Porter..............................

___ Gatekeeper ..................
.... Junior porter ..............

___ Junior porter..................
........ i Junior porter...................

... Gatekeeper.....................
?

.. .. Office boy . , .

.. . Shunter ......................

..........  Gatekeeper......................

.......... Gatekeeper ............
... Telegraph probationer 
... Junior porter . .
___ Porter............................... |

.......... Porter ..........................
... Telegraph probationer..

___ Gatekeeper......................
.......... Gatekeeper..................
. .. . Platform attendant ...

........ Telegraph probationer..
___ Gatekeeper..................

, .. Telegraph probationer. 
... . Junior porter ..............

3 ’4 per day ....
Free house___
GJ-per day ... 
2,6 per day ... 
5,- per day .... 
4/2 per day .... 
2 ’6 per day .... 
6 - per day ..
(I - per d/y .. . 
Free house .... 
2 6 per day .., 
2/6 per week . 
4/2 per day 
7-r-{‘er week .. 
G'-per day .. 
Free house .
0/- per day .... 
6/- per day ,,..
fi/. per day___

2Ti per weekend 
free house.

2 6 per week .. 
10/- per week .. 
2.'G per week 
0/- per day . 
Free house .. 
4/2 per day .. 
15 f- per week , 
2/6 per week . 
7/- ]>er week . 
6/- per day .. 
ft/- per day .. 
2/6 per week „
6per day___
C/‘ per day ... 
C7- per day* .... 
2.'C per week ,. 
2/6 per week . 
3/4 per day .. 
2 6 per week .. 
fF-per day ... 
Free house ....
4/2 per day___
6/- per day___
4/2 per day___
16/- per week 

and house.
1ft/- per week . 
7/6 per day ... 
7/- per week .. 
Free house .... 
!2|0 per week .. 
2'6 per day ...
O'- per clay___
6/- per day . 
2/6 per week . 
7/- per week . 
7/- per week 
6 - per week and 

house.
2/C- per week ,. 
15/-per week . 
2/6 per week .. 
4’2 per day___

FiVc A. Atkins 
J'icc M. Mauds! ey,

Fice E. Blunt.
■

I'ice 11. Alt.

Fim M. Greedy,

FVee C. Hodder.
17 e J. Gamer. 
Vtcc Mrs. Golding.

TTcc S. Morgan.

Vice J. Donelly (new opening, Moree line).

Vice T Kelly.
Fiee R. Parrish. 
ri« N, Davidson.
Ficc J. CYokc,

Via N. Harrison.

Vice R. Rigncy.

Vice T. Spicer.

Pice C. Tiernan. 
Viet T. Hutchinson. 
Fw E. Pauli,

Viee C. Green. 
Viea E. Trcloar.

Vice A, Reid.

VtccJ. Morris,
Vice M. Femey

New opening, Moree line.

Vice h York. 
T7ce J, Curtin.

3 Sept. 
3 „
3 »
3 „

Hodgson, Joseph..................
Linklater, John ..................
Hamilton, William..............
Lewis, James ......................

Signal akj> Ikterlockivo Exoineeti’s Bruxcn.

Labourer................... j 7/6 per day... j Fice C. Thompson.
Carpenter ...................... 9/-pcrdav_j T7cc J. Paskina.
Carpenter ...................... 10/-perday ..| Trw W. Murphy,
Labourer .............. «. ..| 7/6 per day Tim W. Boulton.

Electrical EsoiXEr.R’fl Biian’ch

TiUctt, Harold...................... I Probationer ...............I 2'6 per week ..j Fice J. Stephenson,
6 Sept. Thompson, Edric .......................... | ElcctnCal cadet............... LSperday .... Vv\c E Higga

17 fl | Harris, Henry P............................  j Probationer .................. | 2/0 per week .J rice H. Tmson.

15 July 
23 ,,
23 M 
2 Aug. 

13 „
£0 „ 
27 Sept.

Ryan, John J........................
Farrell, Reginald .................
Simpson, George C...................
Williams, Herbert..................
Sandoe Alexander D................
Sommers, James 11..................
McDonald, Robert..................

Tramways—Locomotive Braxcei.

Shop boy................ .
Shop boy..................
Shop boy..................
Cleaner ..................
Labourer.................
Cleaner ................
Boy labourer..........

2 '6 per day 
3/- per day 
1/9 per day 
4/fl per day 
6*6 per day 
3/9 per day 
3/ per day

Fice W Bendall. 
Tice E. Rose.
Ficc A. McLean.
Ficc J. Roden.
Fice W Burness.

Vice Wm, Wormald.

Tramways—Traitic Brascst,

1 July
2 „
2 „

Johnson. Charles M......................
Martin, Edward ..............................
Bowles, Samuel M............................

Conductor..................
Junior conductor .. ..

6'6 per day___
6/- per day .,. 
6/- per day ....
fi‘6 per day___
C/- per day___
Cj6 per day ....
C/6 per day___
6/- per day ....

Viet F. Parsons.

3 m Ftce A, G, Taylor.

Vice L. Brown.
Vice C. Potter.

M
24

Robertson, Charles H......................
Neale, Stephen R............................

Junior conductor ___

26 „
16 Aug .

Perfect, Henry E..............................
Fraser, Hugh ................................

Conductor ......................
Car-cleaner....................

ta Sept. Kelly, James H.................................. Car-cleaner .................. C/- per day .... Fice J. Blcaklej.



APPENDIX IY.
NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS.

Rbtuhit, in accordance with Clause No. 44 of the Railwiiv Act, sho^h:* the Removals of Employees from the 1st July
to the 30th September, 1897.

Date. Name. Position. Rate.

1807.
25 June Frater, Robert ..............................

Es'diNKim-iN'-Ciiinr for Lyistlvo Lines Branch,

*5 ,, MAnhall, ThomaB.......................... Labourer ___ , 7'G per dar,, Retired.
25 ,, Paulcv, John ................................. Labourer .... . 7 0 per dav .... Retired,
15 M 7 0 per day

7.0 per dav
Retired,
Retired,to „

1 July
Flight, James___ ... . Labourer .......................
Thomian, James............................ Pettier........................ 7/fi per dav Deceased

12 .. Hickey, Daniel.................................. Labourer...................... 0 G per dav .. Discharged,
16 ,, Jepson, John.................................. Labourer.................... 7 - per dav . Resigned.
W », Worley, Henry.................................. Fett-ler .. .. 7 0 per dav .. Deceased.
27 „ Martin, John .. ..................... Labourer . . . 8 l> per cIav ,
2 Aug..

1* Richlngs, Thomas . Ganger.................. fi-- per day Deceased.
27 „ Barrett, John...................... .. Labourer............ , 7 0 per dav .

$ SepL Jackeon, George .............................. Fettler . . ... 7/G per day___ Defeased.
* » Smith, William .......................... Labourer.... . 7 fi per dav Retired
* „ Hartigan, Thomae.......................... Fettler. .................. 7 G per dav ,. Deceased.
3 ., Connolly, John..............................

Stapleton, Michael..........................
Ganger............................ 9/ pfrr dtiv Deceased

9 i» Pettier.............................. 7 6 per day .. Retired,
2* ,, Duggan, Daniel.............................. Pettier............................. 7/fi per day.... Discharged.

Remarks.

CniEf Mechanical Exoixeer’s Rra?;cu.
8 July Henderson, Jamea ........................ Carriage builder .. .

10 „ Downie, William............................ Cxaininer .. ....
11 .. Tindle, George.............................. Fireman ........ .
*7 „ Murdoch, John ........................... Blacksmith ..................

Kcarslcy, George............................... Carriage builder ..
4 Aug. Pope, Francis.............................. Cleaner .................... .
« „ Mood, John C.............................. Fainter ..........................

10 .. Croal, Alexander.......................... Faiuter’a assistant ,
18 Hurley, John .......... ............. Waggon Builder .. .
IS „ Bradley, John ................................ Labourer..........................
19 „ Green, Frederick.............................. Dm er ........................
19 „ Richards, Robert...................... Fitter ..........................
*1 Bland, Howell J............................... Travelling inspector ..
2 Sept. Rose, Thomas.................................. Fitter..........................

27 „ Grierson, John ................................ Cleaner ....................
10 „ Baker, George.................................. Labourer........................
*0 Moses, Henry .............................. Driver..............................

10 fi per dzy .. I 
104 per (trty . f 
10/-(igt <lny | 
lO''* per day .. 
30 G per day 
7'- per day ..
10,«- jirr d:»y
7 * per day . 
10 - per day ..
7 D per clay .
14 - per day . f 
10 S per day ..I 
£.130 pei annum 
11/6 per day .. 
7/- per day .,, 
7/G per day ... 
14/- per day .

Deceased,
Deceased.
Deceased.
Writien off hooka.
Dccftaj?ed.
Discharjjrd,
Deceased.
Resli'jiecl.
TiesiifJiod.
Rcsipncti,
Rcf:i^rncii
Deceased.
Deceased.
Resipned
Dcecaswl,
Resigned.
Resigned.

1 July Reid, Nora........................................
7 ,, Donn, Grace......................................

W Abbott, John ...............................
IS .. Brcwn, Mary................ .

16 „ Golding, Jane ..................................
16 „ Msiudxlcv, Mary ........................
20 „ MoDarra, Kathlocn ................
20 „ Troloar, Elisabeth . ..............

24 „ Hutchinson, Thomas ..........
25 „ Greed}, Mary ..............
30 „ Harrison, Mary ..............................
31 „ Garnham, John ......................
31 „ Hodder, Catherine.............. ..
4 Ang. Decency, Timothy....................
5 >t Moms, Patrick J.............................
5 „ York, Lizzie ....................................
9 „ Morgan, Sarah ..........................

10 „ Curtin, James ...........................
13 „ Spicer, Thomas ....................
10 „ Hatton, Thomas.............. .
26 „ Richardson, John ..........................
28 „ Walinslev, West..............................
28 „ Rignev, Kierun ..........................
28 „ Tiernan, Chribtopher . , , ,

3 Sept, Pauli, Emily ...................................
6 „ Watson, George ............................
9 rr Reid, Annin ...................................

13 Femey, Mary..................................

JO Aug. Parker, Albert..

Cmcr Tiiafmc Masaoku’s Branch.
Gatekeeper ................. Free bouse .. Deceased.
Gatekeeper .................. Free house Resigned.
Junior Clerk ............ £.1*0 per annum Resigned.
Station Mistress ___ 10'- per week k 

house.
Discharged.

Gatekeeper ................ i Free house . R* signed.
Gatekeeper.................... Free hou».c . , Kcrigncd.
Gatekeeper ................ 7 - per v-eok . Diochargcd
Gatekeeper.................... 15 - per week & 

hou«e.
Resigned.

Porter.......................... 7 6 per dav .... Resigned,
Gatekeeper .. Free house ., Resigned,
Gatekeeper........ 15-- per week Deceased. 1
Junior porter .......... 4 2 per dav ,, Dtoeased,
Gatekeeper.................. 7‘- per week Resigned.
Gatekeeper .............. 10/- per week Discharged.
Clerk and operator . . fi - per dav . . Discharged.
Gatekeeper...................... 15 - per week. Resigned
Gatekeeper................ 2 fiperweekand 

house
Resigned,

Junior porter. . 2/6 per dav .. Discharged.
Telegraph probationer.. ‘2 fi per week Discharged.
Shunter . ....*.............. 7 6 per dav .., Difiriiarged,
Night officer.................. £130 per arm Discharged,
Night officer ............ £130 per anti... Resigned.
Dorter .. .............. d.‘- per dav Resigned.
Dorter .......... 7 - per dav .... Reigned.
Gatekeeper...................... Free house ,, Resigned.
Telegraph probationer.. 2 fi per week .. Resigned,
Gatekeeper .. . Free hou.se.. Resigned.
Gatekeeper..................... 10, - per week.. Discharged.

SlCXAlj AKD iNTERLOCKiya EjCGINTFRlT BUAN’CTT. 

Blacksuiitli .. .. ' 10 L> per day . i Disoharged.

Elcctiucju. KvaixFRfi's Branch.
12 Sept. I Uiggs, Edward ...............................j Junior fitter ................. f 6/C per day .. I Deceased.

12 July 
15 ,,
12 Aug. 
10 Sept. 
29 „

Bodcn, Joseph........................
Daley, Augustus J...............
Wonuald, William..................
Murray, jarnen K .... ,,,,
Stephenson, Thomaa W. ..

Tramways—Locomotiie JiiiAncii.
j Driver ................

Shop hoy........................
j Driier............................
] Claaner ..................
I Fireman........................

Ill''- per day . 
' 3/- per dav .. 
j IP,/- per day .

7/fi per day . 
I 7/fi per day ..

Retired.
Discharged.
Discharged.
Left the Service 
RcGigneit

12 July Walker, Mrs. Sarah........................
J Sept. I Bleakley, James.............................

5 July Fulton, Charles ....................
26 Aug. Wilson, William..............................
>1 „ Henry, William......................
31 „ Hcggie, Robert ..............................

Tuamwats—Traptic Branch

Ticket seller............ f £7u per annum Discharged.
Car cleaner ................. iT.'-perdny Deceased,

Tramways-—Maintenance Branch

Junior Labourer .. .'6'- per dav . . Resigned.
Labourer........................ . 7 fi per dav . . Resigned.
labourer........................ .1 7'G per day , . Retired.
Labourer.................... . 7,6 per day , Retired

Sydney : William Applegate Dullick, Goierr.ment rrinter.—1SC7-
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1897.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

REPORT
OF THE

ROYAL COMMISSION
ON

CITY RAILWAY EXTENSION:
I-FOR THE CONVENIENCE OF PASSENGERS; AND 

II—FOR THE CONVEYANCE OF GOODS.

fresentcG to parliament fin Commanti.

Printed under No. 7 Report from Printing Committee, 10 June, 1897.

SYDNEY : WILLIAM APPLEGATE GULLICK. GOVERNMENT PRINTER

[6*. W.]
1897.
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3

COMMISSION. •
VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Queen,

Defender of the Raith, and so forth,—
To our trusty and well-beloved— , .

Thomas Thomson' Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.
The Hon. Phedehtck Thomas Humpiieut, H.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C. ■
The Hon, Chahles James Robehts, C.M.G., M.L.C.

' The Hon, Wit/liam Joseph Teickhtt, M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connoh, M.L.C.

— Henut Clarke, Esq., M.P.
— Charles Alpreu Lee, Esq., M.P.

■ John Lionel Regan, Esq., M.P.
— Thomas Henry Habsall, Esq,, M.P.
'-George Black, Esq., M.P.

Francis Augustus “Wright, Esq., M.P.
--Prank Parnell, Esq., M,P.

Greeting:—
Know ye, That "We, reposing great trust and confidence in your ability, zeal, industry, 

discretion, and integrity, do, "by these presents, authorise and appoint you, or any five or more of yon, to 
make a diligent and full inquiry as to the expediency and best methods of extending the Railway system 
of the Colony into the City of Sydney, or through the City, and to the waters of Port Jackson :—

I. For the convenience of passengers ; and 
II. For the conveyance of goods.

And we do, by these presents, grant to you, or any five or more of you, at any meeting or meetings to 
which all of you shall have been duly summoned, full power and authority to call before you all such 
persons as you may judge necessary, by whom you may he better informed of the truth in the premises, 
and to require the production of all such books, papers, writings, and all other documents as you may 
deem expedient, and to visit and inspect the same at the offices or places whore the same or any of them 
may be deposited, and to inquire of tbe premises by all lawful ways and means: And We do give 
you power, at your discretion, to procure such clerical and other assistance as you may deem necessary 
for enabling you duly to execute this Our Commission: And Our further uill and pleasure is that 
you do, within three months after the date of this Our Commission, certify to Us, in the Office of 
Our Chief Secretary, tinder your or any five or more of your hands and seals, what you shall find touching 
the premises : And We hereby command all Government Officers and other persons whomsoever within 
Our Colony of Hew South Wales, that they be assistant to you and each of you in the execution of these 
presents: And We appoint you, the said Thomas Thomson Ewing, to be President of ibis Our 
Commission, which said Commission We declare to bo a Commission for all purposes of the Act 44 
Victoria No. 1, intituled, ‘l An Act to regulate the taking of evidence hg Commissioners under the Great Seal."

In testimony whereof, We have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent, and the Great Seal 
of Our said Colony of New South Wales to be hereunto affixed.

Witness Our Right Trusty and Well-beloved Cousin, Henry Robert, Viscount 

Bambdkn, Our Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Our Colony of New South 
Wales and its Dependencies, at Government House, Sydney,in New South Wales 
aforesaid, this twenty-second day of December, in the year of Our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-six, and in the sixtieth year of Our Reign.

- (l.s.) HAMPDEN.
By His Excellency’s Command,

(l.s.) JAMES N. BRUNKER.

Whereas it is necessary to extend the time within which the Commissioners are to make their Report in the 
above matter: Now, therefore, I do hereby, with tbe advice of the Executive Council, extend the time 
within which the said Commissioners are to make such Report for a period of two months—to take offiect from 
the 22nd ultimo.

Given under my hand, at Government House, Sydney, this ninth day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-seven.

HAMPDEN.
By His Excellency’s Command,

JAMES N. BRUNKER.

Whereas the time appointed for the return of the Commission in the above matter was, by an Instrument 
dated the ninth day of April last, extended for a period of two months - and whereas it is necessary to 
extend the same still further ; now, therefore, I do hereby, with the advice of the Executive Council, 
extend the time within which the Commission are to make their return to, and for, a further period of two 
weeks beyond the time in, and by, tbe aforesaid Instrument appointed for the purpose—to take effect from 
the 22nd instant.

Given under my band, at Government House, Sydney, this twenty-fifth day of May, one thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-seven.

HAMPDEN.
By His Excellency’s Command,

JAMES N. BRUNKER.
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CITY RAILWAY EXTENSION.

REPOET.

To His Excellency the Eight Honorable Henry Robert, Viscount 
Hampden, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of New 
South Wales and its Dependencies.

May it please your Excellency,— '
We tbe members of the Royal Commission appointed on the 22nd 

December, 1896, “ to make a diligent and full inquiry as to the expediency and best 
methods of extending the Railway system of the Colony into the City of Sydney, or 
through the City, and to the waters of Port Jackson:—

I. Por the convenience of passengers ; and
II. Por the conveyance of goods,” 

have the honor to make the following Report:—

AN EXTENSION OP THE RAILWAY POR THE CONVENIENCE OP
PASSENGERS.

Previous Proposals por Extending- the Railway into the City.

1. At the opening of our inquiry an explanation was made by the Engineer- 
in-Chief for Railway Construction, of the conclusions arrived at by the Royal 
Commission of 1890 and 1891.

- That Commission, by a majority, favoured a central station for long distance 
traffic on the site occupied by the Benevolent Asylum, and a suburban main station 
at King-street; two lines being continued to a terminus at Circular Quay, and other 
two lines taken from King-street round to the eastern suburbs.

This was an alternative scheme to one previously put forward by the Railway 
Commissioners, showing a central station at the top of King-street, and requiring 
the north-west corner of Hyde Park, as well as the area comprising St. James’-road, 
and the sites occupied by the Registrar-General’s Office, the Supreme Court, and 
St. James’ Church.

By this scheme the lines terminating at the Benevolent Asylum would be 
laid level, the four roads carried into the City being upon an ascending gradient 
of 1 in 260 as far as Bel more-road, and, over Belmore Park, Elizabeth-street, and 
Goulburn-strcet, by viaduct, on a grade of 1 in 100. At Go alburn-street the lines 
would enter a catting along the western side of Nithsdale-strect to Liverpool-strcet 
where it was proposed to provide an overhead station; and thence, passing 
under Livcrpool-street they would enter Hyde Park, through which, parallel with 
Elizabeth-street and in a position to avoid interference with the avenue of trees 
adjacent to that street, they would bo carried in covered way as far as Park-street, 
There they would leave the Park by carving in a westerly direction, and passing 
under Elizabeth-street,, near the north-eastern corner of the Synagogue, emerge into 
an open cutting, and thence proceed under Market-street, between which street and 
King-street, and between Elizabeth-and Castlercagh streets, the main Metropolitan 
Station 'would he situated.

This
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This station was to be a daylight one, although below the surface, and, to 
facilitate traffic in connection with it, King-street, between Elizabeth-street and 
Castlereagh-street, was to be widened to a minimum width of 80 feet.

The two lines to tbe Circular Quay were to be in open, cutting between 
Elizabeth and Castlereagh streets for a distance of about 50 yards, and then, after 
passing under the Victoria Arcade, enter another open cutting for a further distance 
of about 200 yards, to a point on the south side of Hun ter-street. There they would 
enter and pass through a tunnel under Hunter, Bligh, and Bent streets, emerging 
into open cutting again, and passing thence through the site now occupied by the 
Public Instruction Department, proceed under Bridge-street and the New Zealand 
Loan and Mercantile Agency Stores to a terminal station at the Custom House.

The estimated cost of constructing the works in connection with the alternative 
scheme—by which only the suburban traffic would be brought into the city, all 
country trains being dealt with at Pcdfern—was £885,000, exclusive of land resump
tion, which the Chief Commissioner for Railways said would cost £1,000,000, and 
probably more.

No action appears to have been taken on the Report of the Commission of 1891.

Proceedings since the Last Royal Commission.
2. In 1892 the Engbieer-in-Chief for Railway Construction submitted to tbe 

Minister for Works, a minute, in which he recommended a similar route, but 
covering over tbe portions of the line which in the Commissioners’ scheme would, 
he in open cutting; and at that point the matter rested until 1896, in April of 
which year the Railway Commissioners brought it again under notice in a letter 
to the Premier and Minister for Railwavs, inviting serious consideration to the 
question of the terminal accommodation as one calling for immediate settlement m 
the interests of the safety as well as the comfort of the travelling public ; and they 
suggested, in order to reduce the interference with Hyde Park, the bringing forward 
of the railway to the south-west section of the Park, bounded by Liverpool, 
Elizabeth, and Park streets.

This scheme was suggested, they explained, principally in consequence of the 
expenditure which had been incurred, since the date of their previous proposal, in 
connection with the Supreme Court and St. James’ Church, and because it was 
thought that the taking of the portion of Hyde Park required for the new scheme 
would not give rise to so much opposition as would, perhaps, be created if the section 
nearest the Supreme Court and all the land up to King-street were appropriated.

In view of the representations made, directions were given by the Minister 
for the preparation of the necessary plans and estimates; and, the Railway Com
missioners having reported as required under section 13 of the Public Works Act, 
the Park-street scheme was referred to the present Royal Commission.

Description oe the Extension Submitted to the Present Commission—The
Park-street Scheme.

3. According to this scheme, six lines of railway are extended from Redfcrn 
Station across Dcvonshire-street, which has to be lowered 9 feet in order to obtain 
headway under the railway for vehicular traffic, and the resulting gradients will he 
1 in 60 falling from George-street to the railway, and 1 in 25 rising from the railway 
to Castlereagh-street.

The lines throughout will he in the open air. Through the Cemetery and 
Benevolent Asylum grounds, and also the grounds occupied by the police quarters, 
they are near the surface, after which they pass over Belmore-road by a bridge, and 
thence by brick viaduct and steel bridges, where roads are crossed, to a point about 
half-way between Goulburn-street and Elizabeth-street, where the lines go into 
cutting. Belmore-road, Elizabeth and Goulbum streets, are thus bridged over with 
a minimum headway of 16 feet for the traffic underneath.

The
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The railway is carried under Liverpool-street without altering the present
level.

Between Liverpool and Park streets the whole width of the ground from 
Elizabeth-street to about 25 feet from the central part in Hyde Park, would be 
taken up and excavated to an average depth of about 22 feet.

Park-street is lowered so as to run on an even grade between Liverpool and 
College streets, and it is widened so as to give 100 feet between the kerbs.

The terminal station buildings are on the frontage oE Park-street, and the 
platform at the end of the line which terminates within 90 feet of Park-street, 
meets the level of the footpath outside. Thirteen lines of rails are brought into the 
station, and there are four double platforms, each of 30 feet; two single platforms, 
each of 21 feet 9 inches; and one single arrival platform of 30 feet in width. There 
is also a cab road 20 feet in width. The platforms are, for the most part, 700 feet in 
length, 600 feet of which is roofed over. The station buildings have the following 
accommodation:—On the ground floor—entrance hall, booking-offices, 96 x 55 ; 
general waiting-room, 62 x 36; refreshment-room, 96 x 38, with the ladies’ dining
room and the necessary offices attached; ladies’ waiting-rooms, first and second 
class, with lavatories, &c., as well as similar accommodation for gentlemen; cloak
room, 100 x 39; a telegraph office, and an information hureau. The station 

, huilding, as proposed to he constructed, carries twro stories above the ground floor. 
* These would accommodate the Hailway Commissioners and their officers.

There are also offices for the station-master, inspectors, and the station staff. 
Along the front of the station building-is a colonnade over the footpath, and outside 
this a covered-way for cabs and carriages, 210 feet long.

In the line of Bathurst-street, and across the station at a sufficient elevation 
above the platforms, there is a double foot-bridge—one portion being 15 feet wide 
for the public to cross into the Park on the eastern side of the station, the other 20 
feet for access to the different platforms, which is. gained by means of staircases 
from the bridge. At a level below the platforms, and accessible from the latter by 
steps, are urinals and closets. At the south-western end of the station, that is at the 
corner of Liverpool and Elizabctli streets, a large parcels office is provided—200 x 50—■ 
with lifts for access to the level below. On the south-east corner there is a horse 
and carriage dock. .

Under this proposal Elizabeth-street is widened to the extent of 30 feet, and 
along the centre of Park-street a double line of tramway is proposed to be laid.

Estimated Cost oe the Pakk-street Scheme.
4-. The Engineer for Hallway Construction gives the following details of the 

estimated cost of the Park-street scheme:—
Land resumption between Belmore Bark aud Liverpool-strcet ... ... £100,000
Buildings (COO feet roof) ... ... ... ... ... 200,000

Construction of line ... ... ... ... ... ... £260,000
Signals and interlocking ... ... ............... ... 15,500
Electric lights ... ... ... ... ... ... 4,500

280,000
Shelter-sheds and alterations ................................................... 20,000

£600,000

In the estimate of £200,000 for buildings, £133,000 is set dowm for station 
buildings—£68,000 being for passenger accommodation and necessary rooms and 
£65,000 for offices—and the remaining £67,000 is the estimated cost of the roof.

The land resumption would probably be larger than that represented by 
£100,000, as a greater width of line than is calculated for in this estimate is 
contemplated, and if prices for material, &c., should rise, as at present there is a 
tendency for them to do, the estimate of cost.generally would be increased.

Heport
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Report op the Railway Commissioners on the Scheme.
5. The report of the Railway Commissioners upon the scheme estimates the 

annual cost at £26,000, or, interest at 3 per cent, on the capital expenditure, 
£18,000, and cost of maintaining permanent-way, and for traffic, locomotive, and 
other expenses, £8,000. Their traffic estimate is £33,365, which is made up of a 
saving of £1,365 in rents for officers of the administrative staff, and £32,000 
additional railway revenue obtained by adding Id. for each ordinary-passenger 
journey, Is. 6d. and Is. per month for first and second-class season ticket-holders 
(with a percentage reduction per month for tickets taken out for three, six, and 
twelve months), and 3d. per week for workmen’s tickets.

The Commissioners explain that the estimated revenue from the extension is 
calculated upon the existing traffic carried to and from Redfern Station, but that 
they fully expect the shortening of the time required for journeying to and from 
the suburbs, and the reduction in cost by avoiding the daily charges for cabs, trams, 
and omnibuses, will very soon lead to a great increase in the suburban traffic; and 
also that under the new arrangements increased rents could be obtained for the 
refreshment-rooms.

Outline op the Commission’s Inquiry.
6. In conducting our inquiry wo have confined our attention in detail to the 

Departmental proposals and to such other schemes as have been submitted to us by 
private persons; a full general consideration being given to all schemes which had 
previously been inquired into.

The question of extending the railway into the city for the conveyance of 
goods was disposed of by its being clearly established by evidence that such an 
extension is not at present' required, and that the passenger and goods traffic, 
which are not dependent upon one another, must be treated separately; it was 
necessary, however, to procure sufficient information to properly represent this part 
of our inquiry, and, as will be seen further on, witnesses competent to inform 
the Commission on the subject wore examined, and useful returns were obtained 
from the Department which administers the Government wharfs.

To the two main points in the question of an extension of the railway into 
the city for the convenience of passengers—route and cost—we have given very 
careful consideration. Each, in this inquiry, is in intimate relation to the other, for 
the appropriation of a portion of Hyde Park would lessen, while the adoption of a 
route involving the resumption of city property must largely increase, the cost of 
the extension.

We, therefore, proceeded to obtain from the Engineer-in-GhieE for Railway 
Construction a full explanation of the proposed Park-street scheme, and to ascertain 
from another and special source (provision for which was made by us) the value of 
all properties within the city which might be affected by railway extension if the 
Hyde Park scheme were not adopted. As it was necessary also to understand 
clearly the condition of affairs at Redfern Railway Station, officers of the railway 
staff were examined in order to obtain this information, and to determine the best 
means for meeting requirements.

As the inquiry progressed and witnesses were examined, some of whom 
submitted schemes of their own, points of importance cropped up which led us to 
look in directions other than those specially put before us for possible improvements 
upon the Departmental proposal.

After bringing our inquiry to the stage of having before us what seemed to 
be—with the exception of evidence from the Railway Commissioners personally— 
all the information of value procurable by us on the subject, and of being in the 
position in which we might justifiably arrive at a decision as to the most advisable 
course to recommend for extendin'* the railway into the city, we examined the 
the Chief Commissioner for Railways, so that we might obtain from him his views, 
and those of his colleagues, on all essential matters, and ascertain how far they 
were in accord, or otherwise, with what appeared to us should be recommended.

To
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To assist us in our investigation the Engmecr-in-Chief for Railway Con
struction, throughout the inquiry, was frequently engaged in the preparation of new 
or amended plans and estimates, or in explaining them to the Commission.

Condition op the Redfern Station and Yard.
7. In the letter of the Railway Commissioners to the Minister for Railways in 

1S9G, it is stated that the extension of the railway system of the Colony into the city 
is one £! calling for immediate settlement, as the difficulties of working the station at 
Redfern have increased, and are still increasing, to such an extent that a considerable 
improvement in the terminal arrangements is, in the interests of safety, as well as to 
provide for the comfort of the travelling public, absolutely necessary.”

Rrom the evidence of the Out-door Traffic Superintendent of the Southern 
and Suburban System of tbe Government Railways, it appears that on an ordinary 
day the total number of passenger and goods'trains and light engines passing 
through Redfern tunnel to and from the station and Darling Harbour would be 
about 561, and the number during the busiest hour of the dav 45.

On last Eight-hour Holiday the number of trains and engines for the day 
was 701, and the number during the busiest hour of the day 52. ~

The number of long-distance and suburban passenger trains in and out of 
Redfern during the ordinary day is given as 324, and. of this number 38 would be 
during the busiest hour of the day. On Eight-hour Day the long-distance and 
suburban passenger trains passing through the tunnel in and out of Redfern 
numbered 476, and the greatest number during the hour on that day 37.

The arrival and departure of these trains do not, however, represent the 
whole of the work done in the yard, as a large proportion of the trains arriving 
have to be drawn out from the platforms and shunted to liberate the engines which 
bring them in, or to place the cars at other platforms to form other trains.

Much of the shunting at present carried on in connection with the engines of 
the passenger trains is required because the platforms have only two roads between 
them—one for each as a main arrival and departure road—a state of tilings which 
makes it necessary for every train which runs into a platform to he drawn out again 
before the engine can be liberated ; whereas, if there were a central or independent 
road between the two platform roads, an engine of a train running into a platform 
could be cut off, and then, by crossing over on tbe middle road, run back to the 
southern end of the train and couple on.

There is also, it is explained, a great deal of shunting of the engines to keep 
them out of the way of incoming and outgoing passenger trains, as there are no 
refuge sidings at the end of the platforms and between the main running lines to 
allow of the engines being readily shunted clear to take water or stand while other 
trains arrive and depart. Neither are there any sidings between or handy to the 
platforms where spare coaches can stand, so as to be readily available to strengthen 
trains, or for engines to stand ready to hack on to trains which have arrived at the 
platforms; and considerable shunting across the main running lines is occasioned 
in consequence.

The distance between the ends of the passenger platforms and the junctions 
of the goods yard and the Darling Harbour branch with the main passenger lines is 
regarded as much too short, and frequently causes delay to shunting operations, both 
in the passenger yard, the goods yard, and to the goods trains on the branch.

The arrangement of the points and crossings is also unsuitable to conduct the 
traffic satisfactorily, in consequence of the limited length and their being hemmed 
in by the Darling Harbour branch, the yard having been added to, piecemeal, from 
time to time.

Tbe sidings between Darling Harbour branch and the Mortuary for storing 
carriages necessitate trains of cars being shunted through the tunnel in the face of 
incoming passenger trains when drawing the empty trains out of the sidings to set 
back into the passenger platforms, besides blocking goods traffic on the branch while 
the shunting is being done.

In the busy hours of the morning and evening, the shunting staff in the 
station yard are said to he taxed to their utmost in getting the trains in and out 
without causing delay.

26—S Much
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Much difficulty is experienced at all times, and more particularly at holiday 
times, in consequence of the shortness of most of the platforms, as trains when 
standing at some of the platforms overlap and block the entrance to and exit from 
adjoining lines. The length of a seven-car train, with engine, is 410 feet and 424 
feet, according to the class of engine; hut it is frequently necessary to run trains up 
to nine cars, the length of which is about 530 feet, and on holidays it would be an 
advantage to run, at times, up to twelve cars, tbe length of which, with engine, 
would he 689 feet. Yet only two out of a total of thirteen platforms are long enough 
to hold trains of more than eight cars and engine clear of adjoining roads; two are 
so short as to he useless for trains to arrive at or depart from; and two others are 
much too short to accommodate ordinary seven-car trams without fouling other roads.

The platforms are regarded as defective, not only in respect of length, hut in 
not being provided with roofing or awning sufficient to admit of passengers’ luggage 
aud parcels of long-distance country trains being dealt with under cover ; and the 
ends of the platforms, in some instances, are considered to he too narrow and most 
inconvenient.

Improvements are necessary also in connection with the cloak-room, parcels, 
and refreshment-room.

The tunnel at Hedfern is very awkwardly situated, as the trains in coming 
through it have to pass “through the neck of a bottle,” as one of the witnesses 
examined described it, and are only able to open out to the various platforms about 
760 feet from the tunnel, which leaves only S50 feet of length for the diverging 
roads and the platforms.

Difficulty of IwrnoyiNG Redfekn Station and Yard.
8. The present defective condition of Ecdfern Station and yard it appears 

cannot he .materially improved without remodelling both, and this would mean a 
very large expenditure, in addition to the resumption of valuable property.

The Engineer-in-Chief for Eailway Construction points out that any material 
alteration of Redfern Station would entail an entire reconstruction of the platforms 
and docks, as the station huilding was erected a long time ago, when the requirements 
of the railway traffic were nothing like what they are now ; and any reconstruction 
■of the platforms would involve a re-arrangement of the lines of railway in the station
yard. .

It is not desirable that Prince Alfred Park should be taken for the purpose of 
increasing the available space, hut even if the Park were resumed it would he of no 
avail, as the distance between Redfern tunnel and the additional land which might 
he obtained from the Park is too short to permit of trains branching off in that 
direction conveniently after emerging from the tuunel, the situation of the Park 
being sharp off to the right after coming through the tunnel. _

It is possible to widen the tunnel, hut it is questionable whether this would 
afford any appreciable relief. If the tunnel were widened—which might he done 
by resuming sufficient land—the condition of affairs in relation to the station w ould 
not he materially improved, though by this means the Darling Harbour and Mortuary 
traffic could ho kept away from the existing six lines of rails north of the tunnel.

Widening the tunnel would necessitate also an increase in the width of the 
approaches to the tunnel, and that would mean an expensive resumption of land 
about Regent-street and towards Eveleigh.

But even if the tunnel were -widened in order to make a convenient and 
proper arrangement for the trains, the whole yard would have to he remodelled, as 
the lines of railway leading up to the station are so congested between the northern 
end of the tunnel and the platforms that, without making a radical alteration of 
everything, no really7 beneficial change, it is considered, could he effected,

“ The re-arrangement of the station at Redfern,” said the Engineer-in-Chief 
for Railway Construction, “would he a tremendous undertaking. To alter the six 
roads and make them suitable while the traffic is going on would he a dangerous 
operation.” And the Chief Commissioner for Railways points out that to spend any 
large sum of money in improving the arrangements at the present station, or upon 
any addition to the existing yard from an adjoining site, would he unwise, because 
no'increase upon the present passenger fares could he charged to recoup the outlay, 
and the station is not sufficiently far into the city. Alleged
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Alleged Advantages or the Park-street Scheme.
9. The advantages offered by the Part-street Scheme are stated officially to 

to be as follows
1. It will provide a new and satisfactory terminal station, Hedfern being not

suitable for the present large and increasing traffic, and urgently requiring 
alteration.

2. It will bring the passenger traffic into the city. .
3. It will not spoil the most frequented portion of Hyde Park.

Prom an engineering point of view the scheme is regarded as one of the best 
that can. lie put forward, and the Chief Commissioner for Kailways is strongly of 
opinion that Hyde Park is the proper position for a station of the dimensions sliown 
on the plans, and sucli as is necessary if the whole of the requirements of the traffic 
and the travelling public are to be met.

The site is considered by the Pailway Commissioners to be fairly central, 
and is easy of access ; the station would be commodious and safe, and 'would provide 
for the accommodation of the whole of tbe Pailway Administrative Staff; and the 
arrangements generally would be complete enough to deal with both the suburban 
and long-distance trains.

^ i

The streets in the vicinity would be improved, and alterations contemplated in 
the tram services would connect the whole of them with the station. Park-street 
would be levelled and widened materially in front of the station, and the portion 
of Elizabeth-street between Park and Liverpool streets would be widened by 33 feet; 
and to connect the tram services witli the station it is proposed to run an electric 
tram from the top of William-street along Park-street and on to George-street, where 
it would junction with the electric tramway about to he constructed in George-street 
to the Circular Quay.

The site of the station is convenient also for a railway round to the eastern 
suburbs, and for an extension to tbe Circular Quay; and a further advantage of 
tbe scheme is that it renders unnecessary any large resumption of city property.

Objections to the Park-street Scheme.
10. It has been urged in opposition to the Park-street scheme that no portion 

of the Park should be taken for any purpose other than that to which it is put at 
the present time, and that Park-street is not sufficiently far enough into the city for 
the railway to be brought with tbe greatest advantage to tbe travelling public.

These objections are met, to a large extent at least, by evidence given by tbe 
Chief Commissioner for Hallways and tbe Engineer-in-Chief for Railway Con
struction.

If a portion of Hyde Park required for the railway be granted, the Railway 
Commissioners suggest that the railway revenue shall be debited to the extent of 
£1,000 per year, or the railway capital might be charged with a lump sum of 
£1.00,000, for providing open spaces in districts needing them, or for the formation 
and maintenance of a park in some other part of the metropolis where it may be 
wanted; and in connection with this it is suggested that a very suitable site for 
such a park would be the old cemeteries in Dcvonshire-street.

As for tbe attractiveness of the remainder of Hyde Park being interfered witli 
by the presence of tbe railway station and yard, tbe Engineer-in-Chief for Railway 
Construction points out that the running and shunting of the trains need not he 
objectionable to frequenters of the Park, aud that if it should be necessary to wall 
off the Park from the station in order to exclude the yard from sight, this can 
easily be done ; and, in respect to the idea that some of the Park may be taken for 
railway purposes in the future, the Chief Commissioner gives his assurance that no 
such thing shall take place. In addition to this assurance it is pointed out that 
much of the increased traffic of the future will be dealt with by extensions to the 
eastern suburbs and Circular Quay, which can be easily carried out.

With
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Witli regard to Park-street not being sufficiently far in the city for the con
venience of railway passengers, the Mayors of Ashfiel'd, Burwood, and Strathfield, 
speaking on behalf of a large proportion of the suburban travelling public, consider 
that the railway should be extended to King-street; in fact, everyone is in favour 
of this, the Park-street proposal having only been made in the endeavour to reduce 
tbe opposition to taking Hyde Park; and in no instance lias anyone examined by 
the Commission, expressed unqualified approval of the proposal to have the terminal 
station at Park-street.

An Extension into the City erom Liyerpool-street ey Tunnel.

11. In view of the objections to the Park-street scheme, it appeared to us
desirable that we should ascertain whether the railway could be extended from 
Liverpool-strcet to the necessary point in the city by tunnel. Such a plan would 
render unnecessary any appreciable interference with Hyde Park, or, it might be, any 
costly resumption of properly; and it was represented to us as possible to use in 
connection with such a scheme electric instead of steam traction, bv which method 
the inconvenience that might arise from the presence of smoke or gases in the 
tunnel would be prevented. '

It may be said to be a railway axiom that whore possible tunnels should 
be avoided, a surface line being much bettor, both the convenience of the 
public and the convenience of working being ensured to a much greater extent on 
a surface station. “ Tbe fact that passengers have to ascend and descend.” the 
Chief Mechanical Engineer of the Bail way Department informed the Commission, 
“even though you may have the best appliances for the purpose, is an immense 
objection to a station underground”; and, for the successful working of a large 
terminal station, daylight is regarded as almost indispensable.

The Engineer-in-Chief for Railway Construction, in describing to tbe Com
mission the Mont Cenis and St. Gothard tunnels, explained that if the traffic 
through a tunnel be very great and there be no time to clear the tunnel between the 
passage of the trains, a following train going through gets into the smoke left by 
the previous train, and it is still worse if the following train travel in an opposite 
direction and, as it were, churn up the air.

Anv scheme in -which there would be a large extent of tunnel work, and 
steam locomotives are to be used, ought, lie says, to be avoided; and there can be no 
doubt that the difficulty of working in tunnel a constant succession of trains upon 
six lines—the number in the scheme the Commission regard as tbe best—would be 
extreme. Torty-five trains are said to pass in and out of Redfern station in the 
course of a busy hour, and to have tin's number passing and repassing with steam 
motive power through a long tunnel, even with the most approved means of 
ventilation, would give rise to serious complications, the tendency being to drive 
passengers from the trains at Redfern in order that they might find some other way 
of getting into the city.

• Electric traction is used in America to a small extent, and is increasing 
there in favour. Cutting off the locomotive engine from a train, and attaching to 
the train an electric motor, preparatory to entering a tunnel, is quite practicable, 
but it does not, for many reasons, appear desirable or satisfactory. With further 
developments electricity may become a wholly satisfactory motive power, and tunnels 
will then doubtless be of great advantage ; but, at present, we feel that this matter 
must be considered from the standpoint of steam traction only.

Routes involving Extensive Resumptions.

12. Any proposal involving a large resumption of city property would make
the desired railway extension very costly, and the Engineer-in-Chief for Railway 
Construction informed the Commission that a width of 75 feet would be required 
upon which to satisfactorily locate six lines of railway under favourable conditions; 
and if land be resumed for this purpose, having in view existing buildings and the 
kind of construction necessary, the resumption could not be reasonably estimated at 
less than 100 feet wide. .
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.Information placed before the Commission shows that if Hyde Park were 
avoided; and a strip of land 100 feet wide were taken from Ecdfern Station to Circular 
Quay, the area represented by this strip would be within a fraction of 20 acres, without 
including any land required for stations, and the estimated cost of resuming it 
£1,424,285, at twenty years’ purchase, and £1,755,624 at twenty-five years’ purchase, 
without allowing anything for severance, for disruption of business, or for the 10 
per cent, for forced sale always paid by the Government. Valuable properties would 
be severed if such a strip of land were resumed, and under the Public "Works Act 
the Constructing Authority could be compelled to purchase many large and expensive 
buildings situated wholly or partly upon the area resumed, so that the total expenditure 
■would, in this manner, be enormously increased.

A route of this kind is, of course, to a certain extent, an imaginary one, and 
the valuation necessarily an approximation ; hut the latter is based upon the 
municipal assessment for tire present year on property in a part of the city of medium 
value, and may be taken as fairly indicative of what would have to he expended, if 
the railway were brought to the Circular Quay by any route offering the facilities 
required for the traffic and away from Hyde Park.

Another illustration of the expensivencss of a route 'westward of Hyde Park 
is sliown by taking the estimated cost of the proposed extension of the railway to 
Park-street, apart from the erection of station buildings, and then valuing according 

‘ to the latest municipal assessments, hut without making any allowance for disruption 
of business or for forced sale, the block on the opposite side of Elizabeth-street 
corresponding in area with what is proposed to he taken for the terminal station.

Excluding the station buildings, the cost of the extension to Park-street 
would be £280,000 ; and the estimated value of tbe block immediately west of the 
Park, and bounded by Elizabeth, Park, and Liverpool streets, which contains an area 
of 10 acres 2 roods' 2 perches, is £922,800, without allowance for disruption of 
business and the 10 per cent, for forced sale.

This value is arrived at by .taking the total of the municipal assessments for 
this portion of the city for the municipal year 1897-8—£34,832—capitalising that 
sum at 25 years’ purchase, and adding £52,000 for certain buildings not included in 
the assessments.

The Commission having come to the conclusion that the question of tunnels 
should he postponed until such time as it is considered desirable to work the traffic 
with another motive power, have to estimate the cost of any extension into the city 
upon the basis of the illustrations given above. The cost of land resumption for 
the route of an extension to Circular Quay, on this basis, together with the cost of 
such an area as would he required to meet tbe wants of the Eailway Commissioners 
for a terminal station, would approach £3,000,000. If the length of the resumption 
of the route for the line were reduced by the station being placed in a more central 
part of the city, much of the saving thus effected would be lost in tbe additional 
cost of the resumption of a site for the central railway station, where the land would 
he more valuable.

A suggestion that the Government should purchase a large area of land, and 
after taking that required for railway purposes resell the remainder, did not commend 
itself as a prudent solution of the problem.

A Possible Loop-like.

13. Sensible of the difficulties associated with any Hyde Park scheme, and 
of the expensiveness of any route through another part of the city, and impressed 
with the undesirablcness of tunnelling under the Park from Liverpool-street, with an 
underground terminal station, if such a scheme can he avoided, we endeavoured to 
ascertain what other outlet there might he which would prove generally acceptable.

It was stated that in the construction and extension of railways in other 
parts of the world some railway companies are adopting a system by which the lines, 
instead of coming to an end at a definite terminus, where shunting operations may 
he carried on, are continued so as to curve round in a loop, by which means 
incoming trains are able to proceed on their outward journeys without shunting.
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A loop-line scheme was accordingly prepared by the Engineer-in-Chief for 
Railway Construction, to show, as he explained, what could he done by an alternative 
scheme to bring the railway into the neighbourhood of Hyde Park without materially 
interfering with the Park, and dispensing with the proposed terminal station there 
for one between Elizabeth and Castlereagh streets, and then carrying the railway 
on to the Circular Quay (for the convenience of suburban passengers) and round a 
portion of the Domain by a loop for empty long-distance trains, the loop being a 
substitute for a large terminal station with sidings. This scheme would accommo
date all trains, except the Melbourne express and the mail and long-distance trains.

After passing through the Park to Park-street the lines would cross over to 
the west, side of Elizabeth-street, about 40 feet north of the Synagogue, passing 
under Park-street, which would be carried over the railway by an overbridge, and 
curving to the west and then to the north. Having reached the west side of 
Elizabeth-street, the lines would proceed about 20 feet below the surface, but in 
open cutting, by a route midway between Castlereagh and Elizabeth streets, as far 
as the present High School building, to a central station.

This station, which would have three double platforms, booking-offices, and 
waiting-rooms, would be about 14 feet below tbe surface level, and therefore what 
must be called an underground station; but it would be open above, roofed with a 
large roof, properly ventilated. Its centre would be very near the position now 
occupied by that portion of Market-street which is between Castlereagh-street and 
Elizabeth-street.

Market-street would be closed for street traffic, which could only be 
continued by carrying the street over tbe railway, and that would have to be done 
by lowering the rails 2 or 3 feet more, a proceeding not considered desirable.

But while Market-street would he closed in this manner, a new street, 
60 feet wide, would he opened at the north end of the station opposite the 
Registrar-General’s office, and between the station and King-street, so as to give 
proper access to the station.

Northerly from the station the lines would divide into two pairs. The two 
lines on the west side of the road would be carried around a circular route or loop, 
through a tunnel unde]’ King, Phillip, and Macquarie streets, and the Domain, to 
the locality under the hill in the Domain near Woolloomooloo Bay, facing Sir John 
Young’s Crescent, whore they would emerge into the open air, and where there 
would be several sidings for stationary trains. Thence, these two lines would curve 
hack in tunnel, commencing from a point opposite the main gateway at the Domain, 
to the station near King-street; thus providing an uninterrupted run for trains 
from and round again to the station to avoid shunting, and also siding room for 
storing vehicles at a point on the east side of the Domain.

This loop-line it was proposed should he used by the empty carriages of the 
trains, after discharging their passengers at the station between Castlercagh and 
Elizabeth streets, which would run around the loop hack to the station, or to the 
sidings near Woolloomooloo Bay to await the time tor their departure ou the return 
journey. '

The suburban traffic was to be carried on to the neighbourhood of the 
Circular Quay. This was to be done by continuing the eastern pair of lines from 
the station, through the tunnel used for the loop, as far as Macquarie-street, aud 
thence under the Sydney Hospital towards the Inner Domain and the entrance gates 
to Government House, to a point nearly opposite Bridge-street, where they would 
emerge from the tunnel and terminate at a station commencing near Bridge-street, 
and having its centre a little to the north of Albert-street. Here there would he 
provided two double platforms, 500 feet in length, with booking-offices near the top 
of Albert-street, and access to the platforms by over-bridge from the booking-offices, 
and also by subway under Macquarie-street from the level of the Circular Quay.

The Railway Commissioners did not appear to bo unwilling to accept this 
scheme, if no better could be had, but the evidence of the Chief Commissioner 
showed that the number of platforms provided for at King-street would, in Ms 
opinion, be altogether insufficient to deal with the whole of the traffic, as at present 
there are thirteen platforms at Redfern, and they are inadequate.
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A Further Scheme.

14. The Chief Commissioner for Railways strongly urged, the adoption of a 
scheme which would bring the whole of the traffic to one large general station in 
Hyde Parle, hut thought it possible that a modification of this idea might be fairly 
satisfactory. In the opinion of the Railway Commissioners every line should be 
connected with one station in Hyde Park, hut if sufficient space in the Park for that 
purpose could not be obtained, there was the alternative of putting the suburban 
passengers on one side of Elizabeth-street and long-distance passengers on the other.

This, he explained, could he worked out by taking 5 acres of Hyde Park, or 
one-half the area previously proposed near St. James’-road, and placing in that area 
a station for long-distance traffic with about five platforms and a cab-drive between 
two of the principal arrival lines, and dealing with the suburban traffic at the 
station suggested between Castlereagh and Elizabeth streets on the site now 
occupied by the High School near King-street.

It might he possible, he informed the Commission, at slack times, to work the 
Oampbelltown trains and the trains going to the Mountains, in addition to the 
suburban trains, at the Castlereagh-street station, near King-street, but impossible 
to do so at busy times. There is too much luggage to he dealt with; and on this 
point he pressed upon the attention of the Commission the necessity in dealing 
with the railway traffic—especially when it is going long distances, and people take 
a large quantity of luggage with them—for having the platforms on a level with 
the surrounding streets, up which cabs may drive and deliver their luggage to the 
trains.

Neither the southern express trains nor the mail trains could be dealt with 
satisfactorily at the station between Castlereagh and Elizabeth streets.

This plan would render an extension to the Circular Quay from King-street 
unnecessary. The shunting of the suburban trains, the Chief Commissioner thought, 
■could he dealt with at the Castlereagh-street station, and, in his opinion, the time has 
mot come for extending the railway to the Quay. The extra traffic which might he 
gained by it, would not, he considers, pay for the outlay, and he pointed out that for 
the distance between the Circular Quay and King-street the traffic would have to he 
■carried without extra charge, as the same fare must be fixed whether the line were 
extended to the Quay or stopped at King-street.

The cost of the scheme, including resumption, is estimated by the Engineer- 
in-Chief at £850,200, or £292,000 for the Park station added to £558,200 the 
proportional cost of the scheme to Castlereagh-street, near King-street.

A Review oe the Question.

15. Two things were now evident: We had, by our inquiries in all directions in 
which we were likely to obtain reliable information, ascertained it to he impossible 
to find a route for both long-distance and suburban traffic through the city, west of 
Hyde Park, unless at great and practically prohibitive expense ; and it was clearly 
shown that if the railway -were to be brought into the city at all for this purpose a 
portion of Hyde Park must he taken..

We discussed the matter in all its bearings, and came to the conclusion that 
the only recommendation open to us was that a Hyde Park scheme must be adopted.

It was proved that an extension citywards was necessary, and that Park-street 
is not far enough into the city. It appeared to us that, without interfering with 
any buildings between St. James’-road and King-street, the portion of the Park 
between St. James’-road and Park-street would be eminently suitable as well as 
sufficient for all terminal arrangements, including a surface station for both suburban 
and long-distance passenger trains. In this the Chief Commissioner fully concurs, 
as passengers would he landed in what may he described as near the centre of the 
business portion of the city, convenient to every part, and the situation is one from 
which either now or in the future there may he canned a further extension to the 
Circular Quay or to the eastern suburbs. /
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The St. James’-ho ad Scheme.

16. The Park must be used to a greater or less extent, as the expense of 
resuming city property by any other route is out of the question; and the 
appropriation of the portion asked for in connection with the dual scheme would 
probably prove as serious an interference with the north-western section as taking 
the whole of it would be.

It must also be borne in mind that dealing with the -whole of the railway 
traffic at one station must be more satisfactory to everybody than dividing the traffic 
and finding accommodation for the suburban passengers—who number three-fourths 
of the -whole—at a station -which is practically underground.

Then the dual system would be more costly in the initial outlay, and also in 
working, as it would be necessary to have a staff for tbe station accommodating the 
suburban traffic, and another for tbe station dealing witli the long-distance traffic.

If the 10 acres were taken the one large station building would extend 
square-ofi; from Elizabeth-street, fronting St. James’-rond, to about 20 feet from the 
central avenue of the Park, and the station appurtenances would go back as far as 
Park-street. But "while this would be tbe case, 14 feet of tbe Park section would be 
added to Elizabeth-street from Park-street to St. James’-road, widening tins portion of 
Elizabeth-street in this manner to as much as 110 feet. St. James’-road also would 
be "widened considerably by a portion of the Park being added to it.

Park-street wmuld be raised somewhat to permit of tbe lines—of which there 
would be six—approaching the station, running under it, and -where the lines -would 
pass through the portion of the Park between Liverpool-street and Park-street, 
portions of the cutting would be open, and portions covered, tbe arrangements with 
regard to the covered portions being that the existing pathways in this part of the 
Park -would not be interfered with, and tbe present facilities for crossing or frequenting 
tbe Park not affected to an extent that would cause inconvenience, only sufficient 
of tbe route being left open to provide for ventilation and signalling purposes.

If it should be thought desirable to extend the railway to the Circular Quay, 
it could be done by lowering two lines on the eastern side of the station and carrying 
them in tunnel under Macquarie-street dowm to a point somewhere near the Water 
Police Court; and in the same manner by sweeping round in tunnel branch lines 
could he extended to the eastern suburbs. ,

In no respect, we are assured, need the station or the movements of the trains 
be an eyesore or a source of annoyance to anyone in or near Hyde Park. Arrange
ments would be made to completely and attractively cut off the station from the 
central avenue, and neither it nor the shunting or passing of the trains is likely to 
be objectionable in any sense. Tbe station buildings, themselves, ought to he an 
ornament to the city.

Reasons in Stjuport of St. James’-road Scheme.

17. The taking of 10 acres of Hyde Park, viewed in connection with the sugges
tion of the Chief Commissioner for Railways to contribute towards the purchase 
and formation of other open spaces for public recreation, and with the evidence on 
the subject, is not so serious a matter as considered alone it would seem to be. 
If these 10 acres be appropriated for railway purposes, the Park will be reduced 
to an area of 30 acres; but in addition to this, there are, within a short distance 
of the intersection of Elizabeth-street and St. James’-road, 158 acres in other 
park areas. The Outer Domain contains 90 acres, the Garden Palace Ground 
and Botanic Gardens, 60 acres; Cook and Phillip Parks, 8 acres. Then there 
are the grounds surrounding Government House, containing 40 acres, which 
sooner or later should be added to the Domain or the Gardens. Comparing this 
large extent of park land available to people in and immediately around the city 
with what exists within easy distance of Carter’s Barracks, in Belmore-road, one of 
the most thickly populated localities within the metropolis, the difference is very 
great, for there only 28 acres 3 roods are to he found—Belmore Park containing 10 
acres and Prince Alfred Park 18 acres 3 roods. A comparison of the residential

population
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population of the city with that in the locality of Carter’s Barracks is equally 
striking. Taking the junction of Elizabeth-street with St. James’-road as the centre 
of a J-mile radius the residential population is 15,000, and, with Carter’s Barracks 
as the centre of a similar radius, the population is 31,000, and they generally of a 
poorer class than the people of the city and more in need of conveniently-situated 
public recreation areas.

If the old cemeteries in Dcvonshire-street were formed into a park it would 
materially add to the facilities for recreation in a locality where they are specially 
wanted, and the park would be upon one of the most suitable sites that could he 
found. The cemeteries alone contain an area of 11 acres 3 roods 111 perches; and 
in the event of the land being resumed it is unlikely, the Commission are informed, 
that any claim for compensation could be sustained, but it would be necessary for 
the Government to satisfactorily deal with the question of reinterments.

Adjoining these cemeteries are further areas containing 12 acres, upon which 
are the Benevolent Asylum, Christ Church Parsonage, a cottage and Carter’s Bar
racks occupied by the police, the Pemale Pefuge, and the Convent of the Good 
Samaritan. The land in the occupation of the police might he added to the 
proposed park. The Benevolent Asylum the Commission regard as unsuitable for 
the purposes for wbicb it is used, and no doubt some arrangements will be made 
in the near future for the vacation of the present buildings. This would permit of 
the park area being further enlarged by nearly 4 acres.

A better situation for the park could not be well chosen. The land rises 
from Belmore Park by an easy grade to a considerable elevation, and it would be 
difficult to imagine any other area which could confer as much benefit upon an 
equally large section of the population of the metropolis.

A convenient approach to it, which would also he an advantage to the 
public travelling in the trams which now rim along Dcvonshire-street, by shortening 
their journey, could he obtained by diverting those trams from Belmore Park and 
Pitt-street to Elizabeth-street and thence on to Dcvonshire-street. Instead of 
crossing Belmore Park these trams would, by the altered route, continue along 
Elizabeth-street to Belmore-road, and then turning a little to the west along a new 
road to he made facing the park, connect with Devonshire-street at its junction with 
Castlereagh-street.

The Commission are fully alive to the responsibility incurred in recom
mending the utilisation of a part of Hyde Park for railway purposes, but they are 
of opinion that with a park well laid out on the available land in the vicinity of 
Devonshire-street—and the £100,000 offered by the Hallway Commissioners should 
he ample to meet any claims for compensation, and place the Park in good order— 
the city will he better provided with public recreation areas than it is at present.

The Park difficulty would in this manner appear to be satisfactorily met. It 
is asserted by the Hallway Commissioners that the extension of the railway will 
return a surplus over annual expenses from the start, and while it should be profit
able it will certainly he popular. To business people it will be of great advantage, 
and it should prove of equal benefit to workmen living in the railway suburbs, 
many of whom are engaged in the city, as the extension will he available to them at a 
cost of only a half-penny per day for the double journey for the extra distance from 
Hedfern to St. James’-road.

A tram service cannot satisfactorily deal with the railway traffic to and from 
the city. It docs not do so now, and it is not likely to do so when the electric tram 
is running down George-street, as the local traffic of that street will be very large.

These facts, and tire certainty that no other route but one taking a portion of 
Hyde Parle can be obtained unless at an enormous expense for the resumption of 
valuable city properties, and the increased cost for severance and the disturbance of 
business, are strong features in favour of the St. James’-road scheme; and if this 
scheme should not he adopted, the only course then open will he to spend a large 
sum of money in improving the- present terminal station, which can never give 
satisfaction, as the change from tram to train and train to tram, with consequent 
delay, will always he a grievance while the terminus remains at Hedfern. Purther, 
that terminus is dangerous in consequence of the limited space available in which to 
work the trains and the congested nature of the traffic, the condition of affairs there 
being such that the travelling public are, it is not too much to say, constantly 
exposed to the risk of serious injury or loss of life.

26—1; ' ‘ AN
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AN EXTENSION INTO THE CITY EOE THE CONVEYANCE OE GOODS.
18. This second part of our inquiry, as already mentioned, was disposed of 

by its being clearly shown that an extension of the railway into the city for the 
conveyance of goods is unnecessary.

OwNERsnir and Occupation oe Wateii-itiontages. ■

As a preliminary step we had prepared for us a statement of the ownership 
and present occupation of the principal business portions of the water-frontage of 
the city of Sydney extending from Potts’ Point, Sydney, to Jones’ Bay, Pyrmont, 
illustrated by a map of Sydney showing the foreshores in the possession of the 
Government and those portions in the hands of private owners or occupiers.

The information supplied in this manner, and other evidence on the subject 
are important, as they represent the wharfage capabilities of Sydney Harbour in 
relation to the trade requirements of the port—in respect of both the wharfs owned 
by the Government and those in private hands—and are useful in connection with 
the idea entertained by some people that it would he a wise policy for the Govern
ment to become the possessors of all the wharfage of the harbour, especially if the 
various wharfs were brought into close communication with the railway by lines
extended around the foreshore from Darling Harbour.©

Prom Potts’ Point, without any break, tbe Government are tbe owners of the 
foreshore extending along the whole of ’Woolloomooloo Bay, the Domain, Mrs. 
Macquarie’s Chair, the Botanic Gardens, Farm Cove, Port Macquarie, Sydney Cove, 
and Circular Quay to the southern side of Dawes’ Battery, a total length of about 
16,460 feet; in Darling Harbour from its head to the western boundary of Darling 
Island they have about 6,810 feet, and in Blackwattle Cove 1,075 feet; or in all 
24,345 feet of water-frontage.

The details of this frontage are as follows:—
Woolloomooloo Bay, from M'Quade’s Point to the eastern end of Cowper 

Wharf, gives a frontage of 1,350 feet, with an average width of about 200 feet, and a 
total area of 6 acres 3 roods 12 perches. Pile-wharfs are being constructed to 
provide five broadside berths, each about 300 feet long; and, by dredging, a depth 
of 28 feet of water at low tide may be obtained.

Cowper Wharf in Woolloomooloo Bay is about 1,400 feet long, with a jetty of 
about 260 feet in the middle.

. Prom Cowper Wharf to the outer limit of Woolloomooloo Bay—a length of 
1,785 feet—the foreshore is occupied by the Health Department and by swimming- 
baths and rowing and boat sheds.

In all, Woolloomooloo Bay presents a frontage of about 4,535 feet, or, as it 
was explained to the Commission, a length similar to that which would be shown by 
a straight line drawn in Darling Harbour from the north-western comer of the 
Australian Gas Company’s wharf through Pyrmont Bridge to the foot of Bathurst- 
street,

Next to Woolloomooloo Bay is the foreshore around the Outer Domain, 
Botanic Gardens, and Parm Cove; the length of this frontage being about 5,200 
feet, and the depth of water 26 to 31 feet to the mud at low tide off Mrs. Macquarie’s 
Chair, and from 16 to 36 feet in the middle of Parm Cove. _

Prom the gate of the Botanic Gardens on the western side of Parm Cove to 
the North Shore Horse Perry Dock at Port Macquarie, there is a length of 1,680 
feet of foreshore, with a depth 100 feet out, of from 13 to 20 feet at low tide.

Circular Quay, measuring from the Horse Perry Dock to Dawes Battery, 
presents a frontage of about 5,045 feet; and Dawes Point 1,980 feet.

Then, in addition to being possessors of this amount of frontage on the fore
shores east of Darling Harbour, the Government own on the west side of Darling 
Harbour, from the head of the Harbour to the western boundary of Darling Island, 
a frontage of about 6,810 feet; and in Blackwattle Cove, which is within 1£ mile of 
Redfern Station and f of a mile of the nearest point on the railway at Darling 
Harbour, a wharf at the head of the Cove 1,075 feet long.

The
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The Associated Wharfs, which are private property, except where the reclaimed 
land has not been purchased from the Crown, show a total length of 4,370 feet, and 
contain thirty-three berths; the wharfs in some cases, including the land, stores, and 
jetties connected with them, being valued at a very high sum.

Estimated Value or Private Wharfs and Water-frontage Properties.

A rough estimate of the value of the private wharfs and water-frontage 
properties alone, extending from Dawes Point to the head of Darling Harbour, 
amounts to £2,037,300; but it is thought that the resumption of these frontages 
would not be effected for less than double that sum if allowance be made for a 
sufficient area upon which to locate the railway and readjust the frontages, and for 
compensation for disruption of business and the usual 10 per cent, increase in the 
value given by the Government when resuming property. The witnesses examined 
by the Commission were almost unanimous in the opinion that such a purchase 
must result in loss to the State, as neither by resale of unnecessary land, or proceeds 
for services rendered in connection with the wharfs, would a return be obtained 
commensurate with the outlay.

Railway Connection with the Wharfs.

Of this water-frontage, Woolloomooloo Bay could be directly connected with 
the railway by an extension from Redfern, the line being brought by the route 
recommended for the passenger traffic as far as Liverpool-street, and then in 
tunnel to the Bay; and the railway in Darling Harbour could easily be made to 
serve wharfs around Darling Island and Blackwattle Cove.

The Trading Methods of the Port.

Circular Quay and the Associated Wharfs it would not be so easy to deal 
with. The large passenger traffic at the Quay presents ground for serious objection 
to a railway being extended there for goods traffic; and the Associated Wharfs are 
so constructed that, without a complete re-arrangement, by which the jetty system 
of wharf would bo done away with, a railway could not get down to them, and such 
a re-arrangement would involve the resumption of these private wharfs by the 
Government.

We find, however, that an extension of the railway into the city for the 
accommodation of goods traffic is unnecessary.

In the importation of goods, Sydney, in relation to the country districts, is 
the distributing centre. Goods imported are not, except in a very few instances, 
sent direct from the ship to the railway. Packages imported are carted from the ship 
to the warehouses, where they are broken, and the goods distributed; - portions 
remaining in the city warehouses and other portions being sent to country purchasers. 
With regard to exported goods, wool and other produce brought by rail from the 
country are carted or lightered from the railway to the warehouses, and only in very 
exceptional cases are they taken direct from the railway to the ship. Coal and shale 
are shipped from the trucks into vessels at Darling Harbour; but chilled meat, 
though received in large quantities by rail from the country, does not, in all instances, 
go at once on ship-board, as a large portion of it, the Commission were informed, 
is stored for some time before being exported.

Of the wool received in Sydney by railway, 75 per cent, may be said to go 
into the warehouses to be dumped, or offered for sale, and of the remaining 25 per 
cent.—which covers the quantity that comes to the city already dumped—only a 
small portion would be put on board ship direct. The quantity of wool shipped 
from Sydney per annum is stated to be about 100,000 tons, 70,000 tons of which 
are brought by rail; and 60 per cent, of the total quantity is shipped from private 
wharfs on the east side of Darling Harbour and 'at Miller’s Point. The residue goes 
from the Circular Quay or Woolloomooloo Bay. '

A
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A change in the practice which exists of removing the wool from the railway 
trucks to the warehouses for shipment does not appear to be practicable, from the 
circumstance that the wool must he first offered for sale; and the custom of selling 
the wool in Sydney rather than shipping it for sale elsewhere is extending. This, 
however, is not the only obstacle that would be in the way of any attempt to ship 
wool direct from the railway, as it is found by the railway officials impossible to 
bring the wool of one consignee separate from that of others, for in picldng up 
the wool from the different stations the hales become mixed, and when the loaded 
trucks reach Sydney the contents have to he divided.

The practice followed with regard to wool obtains also with respect to tallow 
and hides. <

A Eailwat Extension eoe Goods Traffic Unnecessary.

This condition of things, considered with the fact that the warehouses are 
scattered over the city, and that there is a growing disposition for buyers to purchase 
at different places, and with what is stated to be done with imported. general 
merchandise, is not such as to show that an extension of the railway into the 
city for goods traffic is for the present required. In the opinion of the Chief 
Commissioner for Railways, when the time comes-—if it should come within a 
reasonable period—for any further development of railway traffic in connection 
with the Harbour, requirements can be met most amply by the extension of 
the Darling Harbour lines to Darling Island, a work now in progress. If the 
facilities offered by Darling Island should not be sufficient, it will not be difficult at 
any time to utilise Blackwattle Bay, and even Glebe Island; railway connection 
with these places being practicable either from Darling Harbour or from some 
point, say, in the neighbourhood of Petersham. But at the present time the 
wharfage accommodation in Sydney Harbour is beyond requirements, and, though 
doubtless the trade of the port will largely increase, and, perhaps to some extent 
alter in the methods followed in dealing with the various kinds of merchandise, 
there is no evidence before us to indicate the advisablcness of the Government 
purchasing the private wharfs, which would hav^e to be done to make a goods railway 
of any service to them. There is evidence, however, that if the private wharfs were 
purchased by the Government, some of the private wharf-owners bought out on one 
side of the harbour would probably enter again into competition with the Govern
ment by constructing wharfs on the other side.

EUTUBE EAILWAY EXTENSIONS.
19. In dealing with the extension into the city there are four questions which, 

though not of such pressing importance as the matter specially under consideration, 
must not be lost sight of—

(1.) An extension to the Circular Quay.
(2.) An extension to the eastern suburbs.
(3.) An extension to North Shore.
(4.) A circular railway under the city.

It is necessary in deciding upon a scheme for bringing the railway into the 
city that our recommendation should be such as will not be inimical to any one of 
these four projects, and it is a feature of the St. James’-road Scheme that it will fit in 
with all these extensions.

In view of the terms of the commission issued to us we have not considered 
it necessary to enter into the question of the cost of any of these four possible 
extensions; but we desire it to be understood that the scheme for extending the 
railway to St. James’-road, which we recommend, is not antagonistic to what appears 
to be the future of railway development in relation to the city of Sydney.

The estimated cost of the St. James’-road scheme is £650,000, including land 
resumption, or £50,000 above the estimate for the Park-street scheme. This includes 
provision for large office accommodation.
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The Commission’s Recommendation.

For the reasons herein stated, we are of opinion—
I. That it is expedient the railway system of the Colony should he extended into

the city for the convenience of passengers, and that the best method of 
doing this, is by the route and according to the plan described as the St. 
James’-road Scheme.

II. That it is not expedient to further extend the railway system of the Colony 
into the city of Sydney, or through the city, and to the waters of Port 
Jackson, for the conveyance of goods.

We have the honor to be,
Your Excellency’s most obedient Servants,

THOS. EWING,
President. (L.S.)

E. T. HUMPHERY. (l.s.)

JAMES HOSKINS. (L.S.)

C. J. ROBERTS. (L.S.)

W. J. TRICKETT. (L.S.)

HENRY CLARKE. (l.s.)

CHARLES A. LEE. (L.S.)

JOHN L. BEGAN. (l.s.)

T. H. HASSALL. (L.S.)

E. A. WRIGHT. (L.S.)

FRANK EARNELL. (L.S.)

We concur in the above recommendations to the following extent:—
I. That it is expedient the railway system of the Colony should he extended

into the city for the convenience of passengers, but the route adopted for 
the purpose should bo one that will not interfere with Hyde Park.

II. That it is not at present expedient to further extend the railway system of 
the Colony into the city of Sydney, or through the city, and to the waters 
of Port Jackson, for the conveyance of goods.

DANIEL O’CONNOR, (l.s.) 
GEORGE BLACK. (l.s.)

Sydney, 1 June, 1897.



108



109

23

ROYAL COMMISSION ON CITY RAILWAY EXTENSION.

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS. ■

TUESDAY, 16 EEBRUAMY, 1897.
Tnz Royal Commission appointed to inquire as to the expediency and best methods ot extending the 

Railway system of the Colony into the City of Sydney, or through the City, and to the waters of Port 
Jackson—(1) for the convenience of passengers; and (2) for the conveyance of goods, met in the Board 
Room of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works.

Mejeeees Pbesest :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P.
Tho Hon, Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C,
The Hon, James Hoskins, M.L.C,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G-., M.L.C,
Tho Hon. William Joseph Trickett, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.
Tho Commission was read by the Secretary.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, was 

sworn, and examined.
Tho Commission adjourned until 12 o clock noon on Wednesday, the following day.

, President.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq,, M.P.
John Lionel Regan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq,, M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

WEDNESDAY, 17 FEBRUARY, 1897. 

The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon. 

Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq,, M.P.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
Tho Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
Tho Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P. _ ____

Frank Parnell, Esq., M.P.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works was 

further examined. ’
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Thursday, tho following day.

THURSDAY, 18 FEBRUARY, 1897. 
The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon, 

Membees Present:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq,, M.P.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq,, M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
Tho Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
Tho Hon, Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P, __ _

Frank Fame'll, Esq., M.P.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief,Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, was 

iurtner examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Friday, the following day.

FRIDAY,
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min ay, 19 mmiuAitY, 1897.

The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.

John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P.
G-eorgo Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Henry Deane, Enginecr-in-Chief, llailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, was 

further examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Tuesday, 23rd February.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C.M.Q-., M.L.C. 
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.

TUESDAY, 28 FEBRUARY, 1897. 

The Commissioii met at 12 o’clock noon.

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The Hon. James'Hoskins M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. 
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Letter from the Hon. W. J. Trickett, expressing his regret that, 
attend one meeting of the Commission, and explaining that 
illness.

John Lionel Fegan, Fsq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

so far, lie had only been able to 
his absence was caused by serious

The correspondence was received.
John Parry, Out-door Superintendent, Traffic Branch, Department of Hallways, was sworn, and 

examined. .
The Commission adjourned until 12 o'clock noon on Wednesday, the following day.

[WEDNESDAY, 2i FEBRUARY, 1897. 

The Commission met at 12 o'clock noon. 
Members Present :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. ■ 
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P,

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C,
The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C.M.Q-., M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
John Parry, Out-door Superintendent, Traffic Branch, Department of Railways, was further 

examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 25 FEBRUARY, 1897. 

The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon.

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President,

The Hon, Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C.M.G-,, M.L.C. 
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P. '
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.

John Lionel Began, Esq., M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P.
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
John Parry Out-door Superintendent, Traffic Branch, Department of Hallways, was further 

examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Friday, the following day.

FRIDAY,
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FRIDAY, 26 FEBRUARY, 1807. 
The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon.

Mjookrs PiiKsnsT:—

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, JLL.C. 
The Hon. .Tames Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Itoberts, C.M.G-., M.L.C. 
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P. '

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P. 
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Homy Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Prank Parnell, Esq,, M.P.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, was sworn, and examined. 
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Monday, 1st March.

' s

MOJYDAY, 1 MARCH, 1897.
The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon. 

Mem Rees Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The Hon, James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Eoherts, C.M.G-., M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.

John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P, 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

John Harper, Goods Superintendent, Department of Eailways, was sworn, and examined. 
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Tuesday, the following day.

TUESDAY, 2 MARCH, 1897. 
The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P. ‘ 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Itoberts, C.M.G-., M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. .
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Kaihvay Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, 

was further examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 3 MARCH, 1897. 
The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon. 

Members Present :—

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Itoberts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M,P, 
’Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

The minutes of tho previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Henry Deane, Enginecr-in-Chief, Itailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, 

was further examined.
James Powell, late Collector of Customs, was sworn, and examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Friday, 5th March,

FRIDAY, 5 MARCH, 1S97.
The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon.

Members Present

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P,, President.
The Hon, Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C. i John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P.
The Hou. Charles James Itoberts, C.M.G., M.L.C. | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C. I George Black, Esq., M.P.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P. Francis Augustus Wright, Esq,, M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P. | Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, aud confirmed. -
_ John Jackson, Manager of Public Wharfs, Treasury Department, made an affirmation, and was 

examined. “
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Tuesday, 9th March.

26—J TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, 9 MAliCH, 1897.

The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon.
IVIembehs Present •.—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C. j Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C. j John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C.M.Q-., M.L.C. j Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq,, M.P.
The Hon.Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C. George Black, Esq., M.P.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P. | Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Letter from Mr. William Greenwood, submitting for the consideration of tho Commission a scheme 
prepared by himself for extending the railway into the city.

The correspondence was received.
John Jackson, Manager of Public Wharfs, was further examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock, noon on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 10 MARGE, 1897.

The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon.
Meotkks Present :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq,, M.P., President.
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Finn. Charles James Boberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M..P.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. 
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

Letter from the Under-Secrctary for Finance and Trade, enclosing a statement showing the total 
revenue from Government wharfs in Sydney Harbour to 31st December, 1890.

The correspondence was received, _
William Thow, Chief Mechanical Engineer. Department of Eailways, was sworn, aud examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Thursday, the following day.

TEUBSDAY, 11 MARGE, 1897.

The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon.
Memiikbs Pjiesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Hugh McLachlan, Secretary to the Bailway Commissioners, was sworn, and examined. 
Tho Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Friday, the following day.

John Lionel Fegan, Esq., MH. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery. M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hou. Charles James Boberts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

FRIDAY, 12 MARGE, 1897.

The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon. 
Members Present:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing. Esq., M.P., President.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., M.P,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P.
George Black, Esq., M.P.

Erancis Augustus 'Wright, Esq., M.P.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, 

was further examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Tuesday, 16th March.

TUESDAY,
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TV ESI) AT, 16 31AE0JT, 1897.
Tho Commission met at 12 o’clock noon. 

MniEBICRS Phesunt:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.
Charles Alfred Leo, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq,, M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
G-eorge Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

The Hon. kkoderiek Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Eoherts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from Mr. Gr. H. Griffiths, requesting the attention of the Commission to a scheme for exteud- 
' ing the railway into the cit}1-, prepared by the Stnart-Dibbs Government in 1884.

The correspondence was received.
Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Jjands, was further examined.
Tho Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDATESDAT, 17 MAIlOS, 1897. 
The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon.

MjCOUItS PuESKST:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M..P., President.
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C,
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.
Tho minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chicf, Kailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, 

was further examined.
William Kobson Benson, Manager, Wharf Association, was sworn, and examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Thursday, the following day.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P. 
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq,, M.P.

THURSDAY, 18 MARCH, 1897.
The Commission met at 12 o'clock noon.

Meiiuem Present:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.

Tho Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C. 1 Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C. John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C.M.G., M.L.C. Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P. | George Black, Esq., M.P.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.
Tho minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letters from Sir. William Cowpcr to the Honorable the Minister for Public Works, forwarded to the 
Commission for their information, advocating a scheme prepared by himself for extending the 
railway into the city.

The correspondence was received.
Cecil West Diirley, Enginecr-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, was sworn, 

and examined. '
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Tuesday, 23rd March.

TUESDAY, 23 MARCH, 1897.
The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon. 

Memuers Freshnx :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C,
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.Ij.C.
The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, aud confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from the "Under Secretary for Finance and Trade, with a statement showing the yearly revenue 
derived from Government wharfs in Sydney Harbour to 31st December, 1896.

The correspondence was received.
Cecil West Barley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, was 

further examined.
Waller Liberty Vernon, Government Architect, was sworn, and examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY,
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WEDNESDAY, 24 MANGE, 1897.

The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon.

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, was further examined. 
Tho Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Thursday, the following day. ’

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq,, M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

TEUBSDAY, 25 MADGE, 1S97. 

The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon.

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ervin; 

The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C. I
The Hon. Charles James Boberts. C.M.G., M.L.C. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Leo, Esq., M.P.

Tho minutes of the previous meeting were ren

Esq., M.P, President.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P, 
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

, and confirmed.
Herman Selfe, M.I.C.E., M.T.M.E.-, was sworn, and examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Friday, the following day.

NEW AY, 2G MANGE, 1897.
The Commission mot at 12 o’clock noon.

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C, ^
The Hon. Charles James Eoherts, C.M.G,, M.L.C.
Honry Clarke. Esq., M.P.

Prank Farnell, Esq., M.P.
Tho minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Liouel Fegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

Edward Maxted, Manager of the Benevolent Asylum, was sworn, and examined. 
Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, was further examined. 
Ihe Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Tuesday, 30th March.

\
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TUESDAY, 30 MANGE, 1897.
The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon.

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C. Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
The Hon James Hoskins, M.L.C. J ohn Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. Charles Limes Eoherts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 'Thomas 11 enrv Hassall, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. Daniel 0 Connor, M.L.C. George Black, Esq., M.P.

enry Clarke, Esq., M.P. j Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence 

Letter from Mr. John Wearne, with reference to a route for extending the railway into the city. 
Letters from the Mayor of Burwood, and the Council Clerk of Petersham, with reference to the 

i Proposed extension of the railway inlo the city.
The correspondence wms received. '
George Pile, and Edward Compton Batt, were sworn, and examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY,
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IPEBimWAT, 31 MARCS, 1897.

The Commission met al 12 o’clock noon. 
Members Phesek'® :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Honry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.

The minutes of tho previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:— _

Letters from Messrs. William Greenwood, A.M’.I.C.E. Myles McRae, and Oswald McMastor, with 
reference to the proposed extension of the railway into the city.

The correspondence was received.
Edward William Knox, was sworn, and examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Thursday, the following day.

Tho Hon, James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G,, M.L.C. 
'The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.

TSVRSBAT, 1 APRIL, 1897.

The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon. 
Members Present :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P.
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P. ^

The minutes of the previous mesting were read, and confirmed. _
The President informed the Commission that the time within which they were required to make 

their Report to His Excellency the Governor had been extended for a period of two months beyond the 
time appointed for the purpose, to take effect from 22nd March.

William Greenwood, A.M.I.C.E., was sworn, and examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Friday, the following day.

FRIDAY, 2 APRIL, 1897.

Tho Commission met at 12 o’clock noon. 
Members Present :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Francis Augustus AVright, Esq., M.P. 
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from the Honorable John Macintosh, M.L.C., expressing a desire to give evidence before the 
Commission. ‘

Letter from Mr. George C. Craig, forwarding a list of names of persons whom he desired to bring 
under the notice of the Commission as desirable witnesses.

The correspondence was received.
William Greenwood, A.M.I.C.E., was further examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Tuesday, 6th April.

TUESDAY, G APRIL, 1897.

The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon.
Members Prebekt :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.
Tho Hou. Fredorick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C. Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C. John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C. Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq,, M.P.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P. Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—■ _

Letter from Mr. George Pile, with reference to the evidence given by him in the Commission’s 
inquiry. _ _

Letter from Mr. .lolm Musson, expressing a desire to give evidence before the Commission.
The correspondcnco was received.
Oswald McMaster, Civil Engineer and Contractor, was sworn, and examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY,
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WED Nm VAT, 1 APRIL, 1897.
The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphrey, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Eoherts, C.M.G-.,M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Frederick Harrison Quaife, M.D., was sworn, and examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Thursday, the following day.

John Lionel Eegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M'.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

TEURSDAT, 8 APRIL, 1897.
The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.

The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Eoherts, C.M.G.,M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Oswald McMaster, Civil Engineer and Contractor, was further examined. 
John Upward, Mayor of Ashfield, was sworn, and examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Friday, the following day.

John Lionel Eegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Flsq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

FRIDAY, 9 APRIL, 1897.
The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon.

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C. Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C. John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. Charles James Eoherts, C.M.G,, M.L.C. George Black, Esq., M.P.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P. Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Letter from the Council Clerk of the Borough of Strathfield, stating that the Mayor was prepared to 
give evidence before the Commission with reference to the proposed extension of the railway 
into the city. '

Letter from tho Under Secretary for Finance and Trade, with a statement showing the yearly 
expenditure on the Government wharfs in Sydney Harbour up to 3 December, 189(5, and a copy 
of the Audit Department Memorandum which accompanied the statement.

The correspondence was received.
John Stinson, Mayor of Burwood, and the Honorable John Macintosh, M.L.C., were sworn, and 

examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Tuesday, 13th April.

TUESDAY, 13 AJ,PIL, 1897.
The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon. 

Members Present:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq,, M.P., President.

Charles Alfred Leo, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Eoherts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letters and maps from Oswald McMaster and Dr. Q.uaifo with reference to their evidence before the 
Commission.

The correspondence was received,
Erederick W. Parsons, Mayor of Strathfield ; Charles O’Neill, Civil Engineer; and Myles McEae, 

were sworn, and examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY,
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WEDNESDAY, 14 APRIL, 1897.

The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon.
Membees Prescnt :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.
Tho lion. .Tamos Hoskins, M.L.C. Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. Charles James Eoherts, C.M.G., M.L.C. Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C. John Lionel Eegan, Esq., M.P.

Prank Farnell Esq., M.P.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from the Principal Under Secretary, transmitting an instrument under the hand of His 
Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, extending the time within 
which the Jteport of the Commission is to he furnished, for a period of two months from the 
22 nd March last.

Letter from Mr. Myles McRae, with reference to his evidence before the Commission.
The correspondence was received.
Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, was further examined.
Robert Smith, Solicitor, was sworn, and examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 15 APRIL, 1897.
The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon.

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C. Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. .lames Hoskins, M.L.C. Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C. John Lionel Fegan, Esq,, M.P.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C. George Black, Esq., M.P.

Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Letter and plans from Mr. II. W. H. Huntington, with reference to the proposed extension of the 
railway into the city.

The correspondence was received.
William Cowpcr was sworn, and examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Tuesday, 20th April.

TUESDAY, 20 APRIL, 1897.

The Commission met at 12’ o’clock noon. 
Members Present :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P. 
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P. 
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., M.P. 
G-eorge Black, Esq., M.P.

The Hon. Prcderick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.

Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.
Tho minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, was further examined. 
John Cash Neild, Esq., M.P., was sworn, and examined.
Tho Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 21 APRIL, 1897.

The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon. 
Members Present:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., J’resident.
The Hon, Prederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The lion, .lames Hoskins, M.L.C.
The lion, Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from Mr. J. It. Bubb, with reference to a scheme for extending the railway into the city. 
The correspondence was received.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Prank Parnell, Esq,, M.P.

The
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The following account was passed for payment:—
Batt, Rodd, and Purves—Office rent ... ... ... ... ... ... £10 0 0

The Secretary read the Report of the Railway Commissioners on the proposed extension of the 
railway into the city, showing the estimated annual cost and the traffic estimate.

The Commission then reviewed the evidence given in tho inquiry to date, and adjourned until 
12 o’clock noon on Wednesday, 2Sth .April.

WEDNESDAY, 28 APRIL, 1897.

’ The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon, 
Mejibebs Peesest :—

Thomas Thomson Bwing, Esq., M.P., President,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., M.P, 
Themes Henry Hassall, Esq,, M.P. 
George Black, Esq , M.P.
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Letter from Mr. John Musson, and documents from Mr. H. W. H. Huntington, with reference to 
the proposed extension of the railway system of the Colony into the city of Sydney.

The correspondence was received.
John Wright, Civil Engineer, and Horbury Hunt, Architect, were sworn, and examined.
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Thursday, the following day,

THURSDAY, 29 APRIL, 1897.

The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon. 
Mtchbees Present :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.

The Hon, Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
The Hon, William Joseph Trickett, M.L.C.
The Hon, Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Alderman Charles Edward Jeanneret was sworn, and examined.
Henry Deane, Engincer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, 

was further examined.
The Commission adjourned until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

ERIDAY, 30 APRIL, 1897. 

The Commission met at 2 o’clock p.m. 
Meituers Present:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing,
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C. '
Tho Hon, Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

In the temporary absence of the President, tl
Chair.

Esq., M.P., President,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq,, M.P.
George Black, Eaq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P. 

e Hon. F. T. Humphery, M.L.C., was voted to the

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Commission, accompanied by Mr. Henry Barker, Chief Draftsman, Railway Construction 

Branch, Department of Public Works, then proceeded on a visit of inspection to Redfern Railway Station, 
and to Dcvonsbire-street and the Devonshire-street Cemeteries, in relation to the proposed route for the 
extension of the railway into the city.

The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Tuesday, 4th May.

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, 4 MAY, 1897.
The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon. 

Membees Peesei-'t :— ,
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C. 
The Hon. .fames Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Itoberts, C.M.G., M.Ij.C. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.

Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
George Black. Esq., M.P.
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
John Young, Contractor, was sworn, and examined.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, 

was further examined.
Tho Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Friday, 7th May.

FRIDAY, 7 MAY., 1897.
The Commission met at 12 o'clock noon. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq,, M.P,, President.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, M.L.C.
The lion. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Letter from the Secretary to the Railway Commissioners, with reference to working the railway 
traffic between Sydney and Brisbane over the North Shore Railway.

Letter from the Hnder Secretary for Finance and Trade, enclosing a statement showing the yearly 
expenditure under the Department of Public Works upon Government wharfs in Sydney 
Harbour, from 1st January, 1874 to 30th December, 1890, exclusive of the purchase of land. 

The correspondence was received.
Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, and Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, 

Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, were further examined.
The Commission adjourned until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 11th May.

TUESDAY, 11 MAY, 1897.
Tho Commission met at 2 o'clock p.m. 

Mem hers Present:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., Pretudefil.

M.L.C.The iloti. Frederick Thomas Humphery 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The lion. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M L.C 
The lion. William Joseph Trickett, M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
hldward Miller Gard Eddy, Chief Commissioner for Railways, was sworn, and examined. 
The Commission adjourned until 12 o’clock noon on Wednesday, the following day.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.H, 
Thomas Honry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright Esq., M.P. 
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

WEDNESDAY, 12 MAY, 1897.
The Commission met at 12 o’clock noon. 

Members Present:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., President.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G,, M.L.C. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O'Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P. ■

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Work#, was 

further examined.
The Commission adjourned until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

26—e THURSDAY,
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THUUSDAT, 13 MAT, 1897. 
The Commission met at 2 o'clock p.m. 

. jMejibeus Presekt :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P., ]Jresidenl.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The lion. .Tamos Hoskins, M.L.C.
The lion. Charles James Eoherts, C.M.Q,, M.L.C.
The Hon. William Joseph JYickett. M.L.C.
Tho Hon. Daniel O'Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq , M.P.

The minutes of the previous meeting were rend, and confirmed.
J. Horbury Hunt, Architect, was further examined.
The Commission proceeded to consider the evidence given in their inquiry, with a view to the 

preparation of their Keport to His Excellency the Governor.
The Commission adjourned until a quarter past 3 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, 19th May.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Pegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq,, M.P. 
George Elaek, Esq , M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

WEDNESDAY, 19 MAT, 1897.
The Commission met at 3'15 p.m. 

Meitbees Pees ext :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Ksq , M.P., President.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Jjionel Pegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black. Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

The lion. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
Tho Hon. .lames Hoskins, M.L.C.
The [fon. Charles James Koberts, C.M.G.. M.L.C,
The Hon. William .loseph Trickett, M.L.C.
Tho Hon. Daniel 0’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, aud confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Letter from Air. J. D. Sutton, Honorary Secretary, Progress Association of Horns by and District, 
asking if the Oomaiission would receive a deputation from the Association.

Letfer from Mr. Thomas Brown, M.P , submitting a proposal suggested to him for extending the 
railway into the city.

Letters from Mr. II. McLachlan, Secretary to the Bail wav Commissioners, on the question of fhe 
power of the trains to deal with die traffic from Bed fern railway station into the city, and 
pointing out tiie advantage an extension of the railway into the city would he to workmen.

The correspondence was received.
The Commission thou proceeded to con-ider fhe subject of their Bcport to Uis Excollcncv the 

Goiernor. "
The Commission adjourned mud 3 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, 21st Mav.

FRIDAY, 21 MAY, 1897. 
The Commission met at 3'30 p.in. 

Members Pkesext:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing. Esq., M.P., President.

The lion. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The lion. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O'Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq,, M.P.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, aud confirmed.
The Commission considered their Beport to His Excellency the Governor. 
The Commission adjourned until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 20th May.

Charles Alfred Leo, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Pegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq , M.P. 
George Black, Esq.. M.P.
Francis Augustus W’right, Esq , M.P. 
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

TUESDAY, 25 MAY, 1897.
The Commission met at 2 o’clock p.m. 

Membees Peesext :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., M.P,, President,

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C M.G., M.L.C.
Tho Hon. William Joseph Trickett, M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Commission further considered their Beport to His Excellency the Governor. 
The Commission adjourned until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

Henry Clarke Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., ALP, 
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

WEENESDA Y,



121

35

' WEDNESDAY, 2<i MAT, 1897. '
The Commission met at 2 o'clock p.m.

Mivuiiehs Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq.. IVLP., President.
dhe Hon. Prcderick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C. j Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
The It' II1,Wki],V7L °V,-, i Charles Alfred Lee, Esq, M.P.
Ihe Hon. Charles JamesPobert.,, C.M.G.. M.L.C. j John Lionel Pegan Esq. M.P.
I he Hon. M ,11,am Joseph Trickett, M.L.C. Thomas Henry Hassall, EsqM'.P.
J he Hou. Hamel O Connor, M.L.C. | Pmncis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

f Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The becretary read the following correspondence:—

^^C^omPrucLcm ^ 'Lo0p'1'nC £ind Duai Schemes, prepared by the Engineer-in-Chief for Kailway 

The correspondence was received.
The Commission further considered their Report to His Excellency the Governor 
1 lie Commission adjourned until half-past 3 o’clock p.m. on Priday, 28th May. ' *

FRIDAY, 28 MAY, 1897.
The Commission met at 3'30 p.m. 

Members Phesest :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq,, M.P., President.

Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Leo, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Pegan, Esq, M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq, M.P. 
Prancis Augustus Wright, Esq, M.P.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery. M.L.C.
The Hon. J’amcs Hoskins, M.L.C, "
Tho Hon. Charles James Itoberts, C.M.G, M.L.C.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, M.L.C.
The Hon. Hanicl O’Connor, M.L.C.

Frank Farnell, Esq , M.P.
Tho minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Letter from the Principal Under Secretary forwarding an Instrument extending the time within 
hmh the Commission were required to report to His Excellency the Governor for a further 

period of two weeks from 22nd May.
Tho correspondence was received.

Letter from the Government Land Valuer with estimate of the value of land west of Hyde Part
necessary for an extension of tho Kaihvay from Kedfern to Circular Quay, and of the private 
wharf properties m Sydney Harbour. , ^ j, . ul uiepnvace

their inqllin?111"11^1011 dcClde'd ^ thc dooamenl bR printed as an appendix to the evidence given in

The Commission adjourned until 2 o'clock p.m. on Tuesday, 1st June.

TUFSDAY, 1 JUNE, 1897.
The Commission met at 2 o’clock p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq, M.I’., President.

Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Pegan, Esq, M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall. Esq, M.P. 
George Black, Esq, M.P,
Prancis Augustus Wright, Esq , M.P.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L C.
The lion. James Hoskins, M.L C. ’
The Hon. Charles James Koberts, C.M.G, M.L.C.
Thc Hon. William Joseph Trickett, M.LO
The ifon.'Daniel O’Connor, M.Tj.C. r ______

Prank Parnell. Esq, M.P.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
M 0 £0,mmissl0“ adopted and signed their Keport to His Excellency the Governor.

21st -WH 1 r ,ed ^absence Horn the meetings of the Commission from ICth February to

issEE * * •* "v—tfat '*«
U was decided that the explanation should be inserted in the minutes as desired.

( r^n tl10 motlou M Mr. Humphery, seconded by Mr. O'Connor, it was resolved:—
“ That the Commission desire to place on record their high appreciation of the services and assistance 

icndored hv the Lngmeer-m-Chief for Railway Construction, Mr. Deane, and his staff, and the 
fficers of the lladway Department; by Mr. Perdriau, ot the Department of Jjands ; and by the 

bcciclary to the Commission, Mr. Charles Lyne, and his stall.” 3
The Commission adjourned sine die.
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KOYAL COMMISSION ON CITY RAILWAY EXTENSION.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

THURSDAY, 1G 'FEBRUARY, 1897.

?r£smt:-
TIIOMAS THOMSON EWING,

Thc Hon. Fjiuderick Thomas IItjmi’Hehy, M.L.C.
Thc Hon, James Hoskjxs, M.L.C.
Thc Hon. Ciiaju.es James Eohekts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
Thc Hon. MHj.liam Joskcu Thickjott, M.LC,
Hexhs Clabke, Esq., M.P.

Fkaxk Farxeitj,

Esq., M.P. (Presidesi).
Charles Alered Lice, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Feci an, Esq, M.P. 
Teomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wrioex, Esq., M.l’. 

Esq, M.P.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailvvay Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,

sworn, and examined :—■
1. President!] You have prepared a statement in regard to the various schemes that have been proposed H. Deane,
for extending the railway system into the eity ? Yes, /—^^
2. Will you ho good enough to read the statement? It is as follows :— 16Fob., 1897.

I wish, in the first place, to call attention to the conclusions arriver! at by thc Royal Commission that was appointed 
hy thc Government in 1890. A large nnmbor of proposals was submitted to that Commission, and they selected certain 
of these for further consideration. After taking evidence, and after considerable discussion, the following resolution was 
passed “That tho Commission approve of the Hyde Park scheme os put forward by tho Railway Commissioners, and 
that thc same be adopted.”

In consequence of the objections that were urged against the nsc of Hyde Park for a railway terminus an alternative 
scheme was afterwards considered.

On thc 3rd of July the Commission met and heard the evidence of Mr. E. if. G. Eddy, Chief Railway Commissioner, 
upon an amended proposal for bringing the line through the city, the particulars of which arc embraced in the following 
statement:—

“ The Railway Commissioners would wish the Royal Commission to understand that they consider tho scheme which 
they have already submitted, providing for a terminal station in Hyde Park, with connecting lines to the eastern suburbs, 
is, in their opinion, the host that could he adopted; yet, failing to obtain approval of that scheme, and looking at thc 
urgent necessity that exists for a settlement of tho question, as Redfern station is altogether inadequate and inconvenient 
to meet the requirements of tho growing traffic, and the tram communication with the railway station calls for a prompt 
decision, they submit an alternative scheme which, in their opinion, would very fairly meet the requirements of the railway 
system, and would also he a perfectly satisfactory scheme, so far ns the suburban traffic is concerned. The scheme, 
necessitating as it does the resumption of a large amount of city property, would necessarily be considerably more expensive 
than if Hyde Park had been adopted for the terminal station. Doubtless a considerable amount of the money expended for 
property would he recovered hy selling some parts of it later on, at a largely-enhanced value, consequent upon thecontiguity 
of railway stations.

“ The scheme contemplates the construction of a large terminal station for long-distance traffic on the site of the 
Benevolent Asylum and Police Barracks, and the projection of four lines therefrom into the city as far as King-street, from 
which point two hoes are taken down to a terminus at the Circular Quay, and the remaining two lines arc continued round 
to thc eastern suburbs.
3. Mr. JVrit/kt,] "W hat is proposed to be done with Devonshire-street? It wiil have to be lowered.
4. President.] How much ? According to the way it is worked out on the scheme which ia shown on thc 
plan on the wall here, it will have to he lowered about 10 feet,

“ It is proposed that the lines which terminate at the Benevolent Asylum station should he laid level, but that thb 
four roads on thc eastern side of tho station, winch are carried forward into the city, should he upon an ascending gradient 
of 1 in 260, for the purpose of erossiog over the approach to the station from the eastern side. Having crossed over 
Bclmore-road, the lines are taken across Belmore Park, Elizabcth-streei, and Gouiburn-streot hy viaduct, as in the 
Goinmissioners’ first proposal, on grades of 1 in 100. From tho last-named street the line enters a cutting, and passes 
immediately along the western side of Nithsdale-street to Liverpool-street, where it is proposed to provide an overhead 
station. Passing under Liverpool-street, the line is carried in covered way under Hyde Park, parallel to Elizabeth-street, 
in such a position as will avoid interference with the avenue of trees adjacent to tho street, until Park-street is reached, 
when it curves in a westerly direction and passes under Elizabeth-street near the north-eastern comer of the Synagogue, 
when it cmeigcs into open cutting, and, passing under Market-street, tho main metropolitan station is reached. This 
station will occupy the area between Elizabeth and Castloreagh streets, and Market and King streets. Booking-offices 
and waiting-room^ accommodation will be provided at street level in both King-street and Market-street, with stairs 
communicating with the various platforms. Tins will he a daylight station, and will afford every facility for dealing with 
a largo and increasing eity traffic. King-street will he widened to a minimum width of 80 feet between Elizabeth and 
Castleroagh streets. After passing under King-street, the two lines on the eastern side of the station are taken round to 
the eastern suburbs ; the remaining two are carried forward between Eii/abeth aud Castlcreagh streets in open cutting for 
a distance of about oO^ yards, and after passing under fhe Victoria Arcade, again in open cutting for a further distance 
of about 200 yards. From a point on the southern side of Hunter-street, the lino enters a tunnel, and passing under that 
street and Bligh-street (to thc west of the Union Club), under the building now occupied by the Australian Club, and 
Bent-street, the line is again in open cutting. After passing through the site now occupied hy the offices of tile Education 
Department, tho railway is taken under Jiridgc-street and the Row Zealand Loan aud Mercantile Agency stores to a 
terminal station at tho Custom House, the main buildings of which it is suggested to adopt for railway offices. It 
is considered that a. station in tfio podtioii indicated will fie found most convenient for dealing with the across-harhour and 
ocean-going traffic.

“ Thc26—A
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H. Beane.

lGFtClS97.
“ The total length of the line from the present terminus at Redfern to thc proposed station at tho Circular Quay 

1 mile 31 chains.
“The estimated cost is as follows :—

Works ............................................................................................................. £835,000
Resumption and compensation .................. .................................................. ..........

is

Total £

5. The Royal Commission found in favour of a certain amount of work without knowing what it would 
cost? Tos : there was no estimate made for resumption and compensation, 
d. Mr. Hoskins.] Was any estimate made of the cost of resumption? Tso.

“The station at the Circular Quay would of course he an enormous convenience in connection with the traffic 
between the harbour and tho railway system.

“ Thc station at King-street would be in a most central position for the city; all the existing tram-lines pass 
along the side of the proposed station, and the proposed new cable train-line to Woollnhra would pass in front of the 
station.

“ Giving bnoldug offices means of ingress and egress at Market-street, practically provides a second station. 
“The station at Liverpool-street would also be exceedingly convenient, for that end of tho town, as well as 

connection with the tram-lines to the whole of thc eastern suburbs, which would pass in front thereof.
Tunnelling (in four sections)....................................................................................... 7-5 yards.
Open running and stations ........................................................................................  2,1G5 ,,
Area of Benevolent Asylum and Cemetery................................................................ 16 acres.
Disturbance of park...................................................................................................... 2} ,,
Works involving disturbance of the park, completed in........................................... (i months.
Liverpool-street, from booking office to platform level ........................................... 15 feet.
Market-Street to platform level ................................................................................ 15 „
King-street. Castlereagh-street entrance ................................................................. 20 m
Circular Quay .............................................................................................................  On the level.

“This amended project received the closest attention of the Commission at the meetings held on the 3rd and 7th of 
July. The Commission, bearing in mind the objections which have been raised to the resumption of any portion of Hyde 
Bark, and the facilities which would be afforded by placing a station on the Benevolent Asylum site for extending the 
railway round the western side of the city of Sydney, and thus affording means of communication by bridge with North 
Shore, decided to recommend the above scheme ns an alternative to thc Hyde Park scheme, and passed the following 
resolution :—

“That, after consideration of the additional evidence placed before ihe Commission, this Commission recommends that 
the latest proposal of the Railway Commissioners—that the central station for long-distance traffic he on the 
present Benevolent Asylum site, and that the present suburban railway traffic be continued through to Circular 
Quay, as shown on the plan now submitted as an alternative to the scheme already recommended—be adopted. 
And the Commission further recommends that provision bo made at the jiroposed central station—on the site of 
the Benevolent Asylum—for carrying a line west of Gcorge-street to a suitable point for connecting North Shore 
hy means of a bridge.

This was carried on division.
7. Mr. Jlimpheri/.] "Was any estimate made of the cost of constructing the western scheme? I do not 
think there was.
S. Mr. Itoberts.] In this proposal, is Hyde Park avoided altogether ? It goes underneath Hyde Park; 
there would he only a temporary disturbance of the surface of the park.
!). Ho actual encroachment on the park ? Ho.
10. Jlfr. Black.] Would the surface be raised? It would be left as it is at present. After the railway 
was finished Hyde Park would bo restored to its present condition. Under instructions. I wont into the 
question of the best route for that scheme, and on the 1st December, 1892, 3 submitted to the Minister a 
report, which reads as follows :— .

I forward herewith a map on which I have shown the course which I recommend for the City Railway Extension.
The railway would consist of four lines of way. In order to clear Devonshire-street the ascent can he made from tho 

point marked A on plan with a grade of 1 in G6. If a grade of 1 in 100 is required, thc line would commence to riso from 
the point B, 450 feet further south.

A station would be built in the Benevolent Asylum grounds for the through line with platform 350 feet long. Rail- 
level would be here 77 feet above high water in Port Jackson, or 13 feet above the present level at the station.

Prom this point to Goulburn-street the railway would be carried on a viaduct with sufficient headway for all street- 
crossings. The grades would be easy.

Goulburn-street would be crossed by a bridge with a headway for the road of 10 feet.
Prom Goulburn-street there wrould be a down gradient of 1 in 132 till the lino reaches Liverpool-street, which it 

would pass under.
Through Hyde Park and under Park and Elizabeth streets the line would he in tunnel, or rather covered way, as the 

excavation would ho made in trenches and then arched over, the depth not being sufficient for actual tunnelling. The 
surface of thc park could ho restored to its original condition, but one or two ventilating-shafts would probably bo necessary.

On this portion of the line there would be a down grade of 1 in 93.
Thc blocks of land hounded by the Synagogue, Market-street, and King-streot on the north and south, and by 

Elizabeth and Castleroagh streets on the cost and west, would have to be resumed for the station, but portions could be 
resold. Market-street would be carried across the station by a bridge. Rail-level at this point would he 48 feet above 
high water, and JO feet bolow the intersection of Market-street and Castlereagh-street. If between Market-street and King- 
street the station is put on a rising grade of I in 450, rail-level at the end of tho station will be 49 feet and platform-level 
53 feet above high water; the platform would thus be 22 feet below the road-level at thc intersection ot King and Castle- 
veagh streets, and 35 foot below the level of the intersection of King and Elizabeth streets. The rails here cannot be 
brought any nearer to the surface unless Market-street is raised, which is not to he recommended.

Beyond Kmg-street the line would be eairicd iu tunnel to Bridge-street, passing under that street after which it 
would emerge and the terminus be placed at the Custom House. A grade of 1 in 66 is obtainable over this portion of the route.

Iteom the King-street station northwards a pair of lines can be carried in tunnel as shown on the map to connect 
with tho Eastern Suburban Railway.

The railway works would bo above thc level of the main sewer and its principal branches and would therefore not 
interfere with them.

The map shows an area on the Benevolent Asylum grounds for a reconstruction of thc general terminal arrangements 
at Redfern, but this does not form an essential part of the present scheme.

The scheme submitted is probably tlic cheapest obtainable.

11 is taking exactly the same route, only that I have gone into the question of levels much more closely than 
was done at first. Thc principle is the same, only that I propose to cover over by a, tunnel this portion 
of the lino which is shown by an open cutting. That would avoid a considerable amount of expense, 
because if you had to resume and pull down a property, and you covered the railway over again, you

' would
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would bo able to build over the top of the railway and let your premises. Although you would have to 
incur some considerable cost in thc way of resumptions you would get a return for your money.

_ In October, 1S94, a large and influential deputation, representatives o£ various municipalities neat' Sydney and 
leading business men of tbe eity, waited upon Mr. Secretary Young to urge that some determination should be arrived at 
in regard to tho question, and Mr. Yrmng then promised to bring thc matter before tbe Cabinet,

The Minister, in replying, said lie had only to say, in tho first place, that he regretted his colleague, the 1’remier, 
had not, as lie had intended, been able to lie present, as he know lie bad bad tbe carrying out of this extension at heart for 
some considerable time. He might, for himself, say at once that lie was fully impressed with the advantages that would 
attend tile extension of our railway system into direct touch with tbe deep-sea traffic of the world, and also with thc great 
advantage which it would mean to the passengers now rising the railways. He considered the deputation was wise in not 
going into tho question of route, for there would be difficulties to meet with regard to that question no matter how the 
proposal might be dealt with. Ho understood the deputation wished him to bring tire matter before thc Cabinet, with a 
view to its licing taken up as a question of national importance, affecting thc interests of the whole community of New 
South Wales.

IJ, Deane.

16 Dob., 1897.

Ho had no difficulty whatever in promising them that this should he done. The whole matter should be brought 
before the Cabinet as early as possible, and receive careful consideration. He had no hesitation in saying that thc extension 
of the railway into the city would he of great advantage to thc whole people of New South Wales, always supposing that 
a lino were constructed to accommodate not only the passenger traffic but tbe goods traffic of the whole country ; and he 
gathered that tho Feeling of thc whole of the gentlemen present was that any line proposed to be constructed must be made 
to accommodate both.

It was, however, a difficult matter to iiml any one line which would accommodate tho passenger traffic and also 
supply the wants of the gooffs traffic of the country at thc same time. Thc passenger traffic would probably be heal, 
accommodated by a lino running direct to Circular Quay, while, on the other hand, thc eoods traffic might not he. Ho 
only desired to point this out to show the deputation the great difficulty there would be in deciding on anyone route 
which would suit the whole community. "

'The matter would, however, be submitted for the careful consideration of the Cabinet; and he thought the 
deputation might safely leave it to the present administration to deal with tbe question thoroughly and bring it to a 
satisfactory conclusion.

On April 28tli, I.SfKJ, tho If ail way Commissioners addressed the following minute to the Premier:—
Office of tho Railway Commissioners of New South Wales, Sydney, 28 April, 1S9C. 

Tho Hon. G. H. Reid, M.P., Premier and Minister for Railways,—
C'ihj llaitmy Accommodat'ion.

Wn would^ invito your serious consideration to thc question of the long talked of extension of the railway system of 
the colony into the city. The matter is one calling for immediate settlement, as the difficulties of working the station at 
Kedfern have increased—and are still increasing—to such an extent that a considerable improvement in the terminal 
arrangements is, in the interests of safety as well as to provide for thc comfort of the travelling public, absolutely necessary.

There are two ways of meeting the difficulty :—
{!) To extend thc railway into the city, which course we would strongly recommend.
(2) To build a new terminal station on the Benevolent Asylum grounds ahd the Cemetery adjoining.

If the increased accommodation is given on thc Benevolent Asylum grounds, tbe estimated cost of the works would 
ho about £400,000. if, however, thc line were taken through the south-west section of Hyde Park, bounded by Elizabeth- 
street, Liverpool-street, Park-street, and the central footway in tho park, the works and resumptions could be carried out 
for a sum of about £5n0,000.

It will be unnecessary for us to go into tho details showing the urgency for providing extended accommodation for 
thc carrying on of thc traffic at Kedfern, but wc can give our assurance that the change is now absolutely necessary and 
should not be delayed.

^ Thc bringing forward of tbe line to Park-street is now suggested in lieu of the original proposal in connection with 
King-street, us considered by a Royal Commission in 1890 and 1891, principally in consequence of the considerable 
expenditure that has since that date been incurred on thc Supremo Court and St. James’ Church ; and wc think that the 
restricting of the interference with the park in connection with this scheme will not create so much opposition as would 
perhaps be raised if the section nearest tbe Supremo Court were taken.

We may point out that later on, wbeu railway extension to the eastern suburbs will in all probability take place, 
the additional cost of the Benevolent Asylum grounds site and that in Hyde Park would have to he incurred, so that, 
therefore, the difference in tho cost of the two schemes is only a postponement of the expenditure of £1511,000 to some future 
date; this postponement, however, would for all time place tho city to the disadvantage of having its main station far 
removed from the heart of the business centre.

The views of the Commissioners in regard to the accommodation necessary' to be provided in connection with the 
now station and junction arrangements have been worked out very carefully by Mr. Deane, the Engiucor-in-Chief for 
Railway Construction, and provide for most convenient arrangements for carrying on a large traffic.

The scheme which brings the station into the city combines with it a considerable improvement of Park-street by 
levelling the road and also widening it materially in front of the station, and also includes the widening of Elizabeth-street, 
as between Park-street and Liverpool-street, by 33 foet. Vi e should also propose to ran an electric tram service from the 
top of William-street along Park-street in front of the station and junction with the proposed Gcorge-street and Circular 
Quay electric tram service. This now service and thc existing lines would therefore place thc whole of the tram services 
in connection with thc proposed new central station.

As pointed out by the Chief Commissioner in his evidence before the Royal Commission to inquire into the City 
Railway schemes, ull large cities in Great Britain have several railway termini. Melbourne has three large stations, but 
the whole of tho traffic in connection with the railways of this Colony, coming into the capital, has to he concentrated in 
one station, and that station of a must primitive character. '

In connection with thc providing of tho station on thc Benevolent Asylum site, we would point out that no 
additional revenue would bo derived from the largo expenditure that would he incurred, whereas if the railway were 
brought into tho city an additional revenue would he derived for the extra distance; and when it is borne in mind that the 
Colony can raise money at 3 per cent., an expenditure of £550,000 would only entail an annua! cost for capital of £16,500. 
There would he provided in connection with the station, office accommodation for the whole of the administrative staff, 
and rents to the extent of quite £1,500 a year would be saved thereby, thus calling for an additional revenue of only' 
£15,000 pier annum from thc railway traffic to provide for tho capital outlay. Tins sum and the increased working 
expenditure would be fully covered by adding one penny to each single journey fare and twn pence for. each double 
journey fare, and n small sum tn thc season ticket rates, for the extra distance thc passengers would be carried,

Another point which would have great weight in settling the subject is the fact that quite ten or fifteen minutes 
would be saved by a birge proportion of thc passengers travelling by' the railway'. This alone in connection with suburban 
residents and travelling to an from thc Mountains, Ac., would, wc feel sure, lead to a very material increase in traffic.

Attached hereto are maps and plans showing the proposals referred to,
' , E. M. G. EDDY, _

' Chief Commissioner.
CHARLES OLIVER, 

Commissioner.
■ W. M. FEHON,

Commissioner.
11. Prcxident.'] Tho map on tho easel docs not appear to show this last scheme? No. This map was 
prepared, in ISO‘1, and thoro is already so much on thc map that I thought it better not to put any more 
on it. This new scheme differs in some respects from the previous proposal to carry it to Hyde Park

independently
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H. Dcanc. independently of the shortening of the line. It is proposed in this new scheme to carry six lines instead 
of four lines up to tho terminal station. The whole of the station arrangements and buildings and office 

e ■’ accommodation liave been carefully revised, and the scheme is a much more complete one than tho one 
which was previously submitted to extend tho railway to Hyde Park,
12. Mr. Wright.') Practically it takes up a fourth of Hyde Park ? Yes.
13. President.) Hoes it carry with it the lowering of Hyde Park ? Yes.
14. Mr. Wright.) Would you have to lower Liverpool-street also ? Neither Goulburn-strcct nor 
Liverpool-street would be touched.
15. Mr. Trickett!) Hoes that scheme stand hy itself, or is it to be worked in with an eastern suburban
scheme P No ; that is capable of being worked in with both an eastern suburban scheme and an extension 
to Circular Quay. I have arranged in the design that thc two eastern roads should be made so that they 
can be lowered, and after passing Park-street you can turn round on the right to the eastern suburbs, or 
continue right on to Circular Quay. '
1G. Mr. Hoskins.) Who is responsible for the estimate of the cost of that scheme—£550,000 ? I made 
out the estimate.
17. Did you make an allowance for compensation to he paid for resuming tho Cemetery? No, This 
estimate has been somewhat added to; I think 1 can give you thc details later on.

In view of these representations, the Minister directed that the necessary plans and estimates bn prepared with a 
view to submitting them to Parliament and the Commission. Tho instructions of the Minister were earned out and 
information furnished to the Kaihvay Commissioners to enable them to make thc report rotpiircd by law. This report is 
as follow's :—

Oilicc of the Railway Commissioners of Xew South Wales, Sj’dney, 11 September, 1890. 
Proposed Extension of the Railway into the City, 71 chains.

In accordance with the provisions of the “ Public Works Act of 1888,’’ section 13, we beg to report as under:—
Cost of Const ruction.—

Tho Eiigineor-in-Chicf for Construction estimates tho cost of constuictiou, inclusive of
land and compensation, at ..............................................................................................  £GOO.OOO

Annual Coni—
Capital expenditure, at 3 per cent........ ...................................................................
Estimated cost of maintaining permanent way, and for traffic, locomotive, and

other expenses ..................................................................................................
Total annual cost.......................................

Trttjlic Estimate—
By adding Id. for each ordinary-passenger journey, and Is, Gd. and Is. per 

month for 1st and 2nd class season ticket-holders, with a percentage reduc
tion per month for tickets taken out for 3, ti, and 12 months; anil 3d. per 
week for workmen's tickets,—a revenue on existing traihe would he
realised of ...................................................................................../..................

Saving in rents for ofliccs for the administrative stalf ........................................
Total annual revenue................................

£18.000

8,000

32,000
J.3G5

20,000

33,36.')
The estimated revenue from thc extension is based upon the existing traffic carried to and from Redfern station ; but 

we fully expect that the ahoitcmiig nf the time required for journeying to and from the suburbs, and the reduction in cost 
by avoiding the daily charges for cabs, trams, and omnibuses will very soon lead to a great increase in the suburban traiiic. 
Increased rents would also be obtained for the refreshment-rooms.

fK. M. G. EDDY,
Thc Common Seal of the Railway Commissioners of New } Chief Commissioner.

South Wales was hereunto affixed tins lltli day of j CHARLES OLIVER, (l.s.)
September, 1S9U, in the presence of,— j Commissioner,

H. M'Lachlan, Secretary. | W. M. FEHON,
L Commissioner,

18. Mr. Humpherg.) Why are six roads required ? The Kailway Commissioners want to have six roads. 
There will be two engine-roads, as well as the passenger-roads.
19. Mr. Wright.) It is a dead end? No ; they go up to the station.
20. Mr, Jloskins.) Ho you propose to have six roads in the extension to Park-street ? Yes.
21. Mr. Wright.) What width will you want for six roads ? About 75 feet, I think it is.
22. Mr. Hoskins ] You will want a little more than 75 feet, because you will not use all the laud ? Yes.
23. Mr. Wright.) You will want 100 feet for six roads? Not so much. You will notice that on that
scheme additional lines are shown between Goulburn-street and Liverpool-street. There is a widening of 
the line between those two streets in addition to tho six roads. There are ten roads there.
21. What I meant by the expression a ‘‘ dead end” was that you would have to work the line with points ? 
Jt will be all shunting.
25. Mr. Hoskins!) It is only intended to take passengers and not goods? No goods. The other four 
roads are for station purposes—for additional rolling-stock in case of need.
2G. A. more economical scheme would be to keep the rolling-stock at Bedfern and send it up to the 
terminus when it was needed? Bedfern is a long way off from the terminus; it would introduce 
complications.
27. Ho they not do that at Euston Station and Paddington Station, London ? Yes. Thc view' of the 
Commissioners is that when you are making an alteration you should make it as complete as possible.
28. President!) You have given us an estimate of £000,000 ;—does that include the cost of land 
resumption ? That includes £100,000 for land.
29. It includes the £100,000 whieli the Commissioners propose to pay in for the park ? No.
30. Is it the work which is estimated to cost £000,000 alone ? No'; it includes £100,000 for the 
resumptions between Belmore Gardens and Liverpool-street. I am not responsible for that. I have 
not estimated the value of the land myself.
31. Who did ? I think Mr. Thompson made the estimate : but it possibly may be added to now, because 
I am not sure that it allowed for thc whole width which it is now proposed to take.
32. Mr, Humpherg!) Where are the resumptions shown on tbe plan ? The resumptions will be simply 
covered by the work shown on the plan. There will be no necessity to resume a much wider strip than 
is already taken up by the roads. It will he necessary, of course, in some cases to take up the corners, 
hut practically that is the w'idth wliieh is required. I will furnish the Commission with some details of 
tho estimate if they like to have tho information.
33. Mr. Hoskins.) Will your estimate allow a margin for jirobable actions for compensation for alleged 
damage to the foundations of houses adjacent to your tunnels ? There will be nothing of that sort here.

‘ 34.
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34'. You know that in some countries serious actions have heen brought for compensation for damage done I*01”1*- 
to houses by the construction of underground tunnds ? But we do not interfere with any buildings which , 
we do not resume. c ’’ '
SS. President,] Will you now resume the statement which you were making to the Commission p Yes.
The following is the official descrijjtion of the proposal:—

City Extension Railway—Jtulfern to Park-street.

(Estimated cost, £000,000.)
Length, 71 chains from front of building, Park-htreet, to end of main building, Kedfcin. From end of present rails to end

of new lino, about GO chains.
Leaving Redfern Station, six lines of road will bo curried over Devonshire-street. To get a headway of 10 feet, Devonshire- 
street will have to be out down 9 feet; it will then have a rising grade to Castlereagh-street of 1 in E.i, and to (3eorge-street 
1 in 60. Through the Cemetery the lines will be in bank and cutting and over Bclmore-road, and other roads, including 
Goulburn-street, with a headway of 1G feet G inches. From half-way between Goulburn and Liverpool streets the line runs 
into cutting and under Liverpool-street, where there will he an over-bridge of an average width of 78 feet and 131 feet long.
'J he level of Liverpool-street it is not proposed to alter. From Liverpool-street to Park-street, by the width from Elizaboth- 
street to centre-walk of Hyde Park, the ground will he excavated for an average depth of 22 feet for the terminus. Park-street 
w ill he cut down to a deptli of 11 feet in the deepest part for access to front of station, giving a down grade for that street 
of 1 in 1G6 and 1 in 810 from Elizabeth to College-street. There will then be one grade from Elizabeth to College-street,
'ihe station building fronting Park-street will be 380 ft. x 00 ft. deep, three stories in height mid attics, with central 
tower 200 feet high. This portion of the building will contain central hall, Gd ft. x 3G ft. ; booking hall, 9(5 ft. x 5d ft. ; 
refreshment room, 90 ft. x 3K ft. ; and basement under same, general waiting and ladies’ waiting rooms with lavatories, &e,
'J he upper Uoors are ottiees for the Railway Commissioners and stuff, anil the various traffic blanches. Three lifts will ho 
provided. Facing Pui k-streot will be a colonnade for foot passengers, and a covered way for cabs 2d foot wide, extending 
the whole length of this frontage. The platforms (five double, 30 feet wide, two single, 21 ft. 9 in. each, and 700 feet long) 
will be covered with a steel roof 363 feet wide, rising in the centre to a height of 75 foet above platform. On the Elizabeth- 
street frontage the buildings will be two stories high, extending from Park-strcct for a length of 700 foot. The lower floor 
on level of platform will he used for parcels, cloak rooms, inspectors, porteis, &c., and the uppci as offices for the Traffic 
Branch, Opposite Bathurst-street and through the building over the platforms there will he two steel foot-bridges with 
asphalt floora, one Id feet wide for the general public in direct line from Bathurst to Oxford streets, the other 20 feet wide 
from the Railway, with stairs for access to the various platforms. The parcels office, 200 ft. x 40 ft., has a basement floor 
on level of platform, anil a ground iloor of same size on Elizuheth-street level. From this office Aspinall's patent overhead 
luggage carrier will be constructed so as to comimmieate with tho various platforms. Thc cab road through the building 
bctweeiythe platforms will be 2d feet wide, and will have entrance and exit at Liverpool and Elizabeth streets. The horse 
and carriage docks, 400 feet long by 20 feet in width, will be approached from Liverpool-street by ramp 20 feet wide.

, The quantities nf work to be done arc approximately as follows :—Earthwoik excavations fur Hyde Park Station, '
lowering Park and Devonshire streets, in addition to cuttings at Xithsdale-street and Benevolent Asylum, 460,000 cubic 
yards ; for foundations, 16,000 cubic yards ; concrete in foundations and backing to niches, 11,51)0 cubic yards ; brickwork 
in retaining-walls, Hyde Park Station, between Liverpool ami Goulburn streets, at Puik and Devonshire streets; abut
ments to bridges over Liverpool-street, Goulburn-street, Wcxford-street, Campbell-street, Elizabeth-street, Devonshire- 
street, Behnore-road ; arches on piers from Campbell to Elizabeth streets and over Bclmoio Park—44.501) cubic yards ; 
masonry in copings and string courses, 3,000 cubic yards; steel-woik in bridges over above-named streets and station plat
forms, 3,750 tons: east-iron columns and parapets, 150 tons ; ballasting, 22,800 cubic yards ; ordinary sleepers, 13,500,
No. and special, 10,000 cubic foot; steel tads and fastenings, J,40(J tons ; w'ood-bloekmg, 21,000, asphalting, 27,000 super
ficial yards ; kerbing and guttering, 2,500 lineal yards; removing and relaying portions of tram-line, gas-pipes, water- 
mains and sewers.
r The differences in the present proposal and that first approved by the Royal Commission arc shortly as follows :—
The previous proposal was for a terminal station at King-street, involving a tunnel through the south-west corner of Hyde 
Park, and the resumption of thc north-western corner, St. ,Tames’ Church, the Registrar General’s Office, and the Supreme 
Court building. Tho present proposal involves the resumption of the south-western corner of Hyde Park and the erection 
of a building fronting Park-sti out. Provision is also made in the design for an extension of two roads to Circular Quay or 
tho eastern suburbs if required.

Shortly put, tfie advantages of the extension now proposed are stated to be as follows
1. It will provide a new- and satisfaetoiy terminal station, Redfern being not suitable for thc present largo .ami

increasing traffic, and urgently requiring alteration.
2. It will bring the passenger traffic into the city.
3. It will not spoil the most frequented portion of Hyde Park,

Reference to pages 55, 56, aud 57 will show that thc previous Royal Commission investigated the question of the 
utilisation of the patk for raihvay purposes very thoroughly, and arrived at the conclusion that the advantages far out
weighed the disadvantages. The scheme recently formulated to bring the railway to Park-street is to bo looked upon as 
inferior to the proposal which brought the railway np to King-street. On the ground plan which is now brought before 
thc notice of the Commission I have shown in lighter colour an extension of the railway up to St. James’ road. This, it is 
thought, would be as practically as good as going up to King-street, but it would leave St. James’ Church and the Supreme 
Court buildings intact. On the other hand the removal of the Registrar-Genet ala Office would he rendered necessary, 
fhe Supreme Court buildings have been condemned for many years past. They seem to do their work, however, and I 
have on that account avoided interfering with them. If, at some future time, it should he thought desirable to remove 
that building altogether, and St. James Church as well, a tine open space will result, across which the handsome front 
of the railway terminuR building can lie viewed.

With regard to the question of extending tho raihvay into the city theie are three considerations to bo borne in 
mind : first, there is the necessity for the improvement to station accommodation at Redfern ; secondly, the extension of 
the passenger lines into the city ; while in the third place, the extension for goods purposes must be looked upon as quite 
a separate matter.

Ihe extension into Hyde Park is, from ml engineering point of view, by far the best scheme that can be pint forward.
On thc other hand, the extension of the railway station across Devonshire-street into the grounds now occupied by the 
Benevolent Asylum, Cemetery, Police Barracks, Ac. , may be looked upon as effectively dealing with thc question of station 
accommodation, hut it does not deal with the question of bringing the passengers into thc city. 1

It has been said that if the lailway had been brought into thc city there would have been no necessity for the tram
way along Geurge-strcet. This is, however, a mistake. It is true that one of the objects of the Gcorge-street tramuuy 
was to keep the railway traffic off Elizabeth-street, and thus relieve the Elizabeth-street traffic. It will, however, have 
the effect ot taking off the traffic of the western tramways as well; and it will, undoubtedly, can’}7 its own proper traffic, 
and thus, railway or no railway, have sufficient work to do.

At tlic request of the President, I have looked into tho matter of other proposals in substitution or in further exten
sion of the Hyde Park scheme, I am preparing a map, on which will be shown possible extensions for passenger traffic ' 
down the eastern and western side of tlic city and to the eastern suburbs, and, further, an extension of the railway for 
goods purposes to Woolloomooloo Bay, Pynnont, and Glebe Island.

With regard to passenger extension other than the Hyde Park proposal, I wish most emphatically to point out that, 
in my opinion, if the lines are extended underground the traction must he effected by electricity aud not by steam.
Underground steam lines in uties are rarely put down now, Allj or nearly ixll sueli railways and tramways that are 
being now carried out tmdurgroimd are intended to be worked by electricity ; and 1 think I may say that it is only a question 
of tune, and possibly a very short time, before the metropolitan ami metropolitan district railways in London will be also 
thus worked. It is well known to those who have visited London how intolerable a miisanuo is the coal smoke in those 
tunnels. London has an average temperature of, I think, about 47 degrees. How much more intolerable would be the use 
of steam locomotives in a ulimatc like ours, with a moan temperature of 02'S degrees, and a maximum temperature of over 
100 degrees, That
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That the combination of steam and electricity in different systems on a railway is not impracticable is to l>e seen by 
the working of a part of the Bnltimore-Okio railway in the United States of America, where, on a short length of line about 
"3 miles long, on account of the smoke nuisance, the goods trains, locomotive and all, arc drawn through thc tunnels by 
e.lectrie locomotives weighing from So to t)0 tons. Tile introduction has been completely successful, and it has now been 
decided to apply tbe same method to the passenger traffic.

Our railway traffic could be dealt with in the same way. When suburban trains came into Redfern, the steam loco
motive could be unhitched and an electric locomotive attached. This is an easy way of getting over what might he a 
serious difficulty, Another method would be to work the suburban system throughout hy electricity. This is a question, 
however, which the Railway' Commissioners will no doubt consider at the proper time.®

In the event of Hyde Park not being adopted as a terminus, and extensions on either side of thc eity of two lines 
each were to be made, the proper places for these extensions would, I think, he under the roadway instead of going under 
the property on each side, l.havc no hesitation in recommending such a course after seeing in 1894 what was done in fhe 
eity of Glasgow, Such work could he carried out comparatively economically, and almost without any interruption of the 
street traffic.
30, The schemes you have placed before us arc limited altogether to passenger traffic? Yes.
37. There has heen no endeavour made to extend tho raihvay system to thc waters of Port Jackson?
Yo; for some time past nothing whatever has been done. .
38. That has not been taken into consideration ? ISTo. ■
3f). Mr. Hoskins.] Did the Kaihvay Commissioners view' with favour your suggestion to disconnect the 
steam locomotives at Kedfern and to propel tho trains by electricity to liverpool-street? I have 
mentioned the matter to Mr. Eddy, but as the proposal which the Kaihvay Commissioners view with 
favour is tho Hyde Park scheme it really has not come up for decision from a traffic point of view.
40. Do you intend, if the extension of the raihvay system to Park-street is sanctioned, to press your 
view as to tho propriety and good policy of having the extensions worked by electricity? No; I do not 
think it is necessary, if the line is only extended to Park-street, because it will be all in the open ; there 
will be no tunnel. Supposing that the Park-street proposal is objected to by this Commission, and they 
wish to consider any other scheme involving tunnels under roads, or under thc park, and so on, I wish 
to express the opinion that the locomotives should be electric locomotives, but only in that case.
41. Yon would then press that view'? Yes.
42. Mr. iarnelli] \ ou are aware that in England, at thc present time, a- company is about to construct
a railway underneath an existing railway? Nearly all the new projects arc underground projects, 
aud electricity is invariably adopted. ‘
43. Mr. Wright.] J suppose with these tunnels you could not use steam? I think it would bo a great- 
pity to use them with steam. They will bo made of the proper dimensions to run ordinary trains 
through, but it is the inconvenience to the passengers I am looking to.
44. If yon were to run ordinary locomotives, partly through open cuttings and partly in tunnels, would 
there not be great inconveuience caused to thousands of citizens as well as passengers? I think there 
would be some.
45. Mr. Itoberts.] There arc no tunnels in the Commissioners’park scheme ? None: I would not propose
any alteration. "
4n. Mr. Wright.] Have you any scheme prepared yourself? No; I do not propose to submit any 
scheme. I merely propose to take any instructions from the Commission to look into matters.
47. I suppose you are prepared to criticise any scheme which mav be submitted ? From an engineering 
point of view. '

H. Deane. 

16 Fob., 1897.

WEDNESDAY, 17 FEBRUARY, 1807.
JSrcsmi:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq, M.E. (Pres['dent).
The Ifon. Fuedeimck Thomas nuMiuiEuv, MX.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Eoherts, C.M.G, M.L.C. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C. ■
Henry Clarke, Esq. M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq, M.P.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq, M.P,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq, M.P. 
George Klacx, Esq, M.P,
Francis Augustus Weight, Esq, M.P, 

Frank Farnell, Esq, M.P.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Kailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,

■ further examined r—
H. Deane. 48. President,] Have you a plan showing your proposal to convert the Benevolent Asylum estate into a 

• S*:^'0n ^ ^?s' I furnish a plan of a- scheme which was worked out some time ago for extending tho 
> '« , n raihvay terinmus at Kedfern across Devonshire-street. This plan haw not been so well worked out as the 

plan of ihe Park-street scheme, and the few copies which I now furnish to Members of the Commission 
have some notes on them showing some alterations which it is intended to make if this scheme is eventually 
carried out. Before the completion of thc inquiry I expect to be in a position to furnish fairly correct 
plans. “
40. Will you first describe the area? The area is bounded by Devonshire-street and Pitt-street and 
Bclmore-road ; and a considerable width of the Cemetery beside the Benevolent A.syluin grounds and the 
Police Barracks is taken in. .

■ aO. How far docs it go to the south-east—to Elizabeth-street ? The area includes the blue-tinted portion 
on tho large wall map before yon. The railway terminus would absorb a little more than half the area lying 
between Pitt-street, Devonshire-street, Belmore-street, and Elizabeth-street.
51. Mr. Humphorgi] Do yon take in the whole of the Cemetery ? The greater part of it.
52. Presidenti] "Will you prepare a rough plan showing the various improvements, how the various areas 
are held, what you intend to take, and your idea in regard to tho disposal of tho residue ? Yes.
53. li has been suggested that any provision you may make for passing over Devonshire-street
carries with it the lowering of that street 7 feet or S) feet. Have you taken into consideration the 
question of interference with vested interests, or is any property affected hy it? Yes; but it is all 
Crown land with the exception of the Cemetery, In thc estimate that was submitted some time ago no 
provision waa made for any compensation or for new buildings. 54.

. „ * Note (on rems-iem.):—I should film to add that the Chief Commissioner, at a subsequent interview; expressed the 
opinion that the change of locomotive would he productive of delay.
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C k The work itself is absolutely enclosed by Crown lands on either side ? Yes, Deane,
55. Does it affect thc grade of the street to fhe south-east? Yes; in lowering the street there will be 
altered grades in consequence. ’’ '
5(i. Does it materially affect them ? It does not make (.hem bad.
07. Will the approach to Devonshire-street from thc north-west be inferior to tbe approach from the 
south-east ? If you will allow me to explain the scheme you will see liow Devonshire-street is dealt with.
Several lines are carried over Devonshire-street, and a portion of that street is lowered. It is proposed 
to divert the greater part of thc traffic of Devonshire-street, reserving only a. comparatively narrow 
subway for cabs and smaller vehicles to pass through, but all heavily-laden vehicles would probably go 
round the other side. A reference to the plans I have furnished will show that on the eastern side of 
the station there is a wide and new street, which will not only admit all thc traffic, but will also fake tho 
tram-lines. In the proposal is included a diversion of thc Botany tram-lines. What is left of Devonshire- 
street is n subway about 30 feet wide, and in consequence of the width that is required for the station, 
and tho length that thc street has to'he lowered, the resulting grade on the eastern side will be very 
much steeper than what I pointed out yesterday as necessary for the Hyde Park scheme. In carrying 
over six roads to run into Hjrde Park they are more concentrated than in this scheme, where you nave 
roads passing over the whole width of the station ; consequently there is a greater length of Dovonshirc- 
street to be lowered to the maximum depth. It would be very difficult to lower that street bo aa to take 
all classes of traffic; and it was thought that, although it ia desirable to keep the subway at Devonshire- 
street for cabs aud’light vehicles, the bulk of tlic traffic should bo turned round by Eelmore-road aud 
along tbe new street, as being an efficient substitute. .
58. The new street would be at the junction of the blue and green on the big plans ? It would be just
within the blue area. ... , ij.Tij.in1
53. Does it mean this, that the lowering of Devonshire-street is likely to obstruct any but light tralnc 
goiug to tbe north-west from Bedfern to Darling Harbour does it render Devonshire-street undesirable
for heavy traffic going between Kedfern and Darling Harbour? Yes. n1 o t j
GO. Have you taken into consideration the effect of this now street on the Bedfern traffic . I do not 
think thc effect would bo serious ; at any rate it is an effect which cannot ho avoided. Bedfern station 
must have something done to it. If it is extended over Devonshire-street on to this new site Deionshiie- 
street must be partially blocked. J. do not see really how it could bo retained by any amount of lowering 
and leaving proper grades at the eastern end for heavy traffic. _ _ _ ■
Gl. Mr. Zflfl.l What would be fhe grade at that end ? As shown on the plan it is 1 in 12.
02, ‘What is the present grade ? It is not level, but it is very easy.
03. Prom Castlereagh-street the grade,is rather heavy? Fes; but as far as Castlcrcagb-sirect it is 
light.
Gl, If it is lowered I suppose it will bo lowered from the G-corge-street side ? Yes,
G5 Then there will be a dip-in? Yes ; and tbe drainage has to be provided for.
GO. That will practically block all traffic ? Cabs and light vehicles will be able to pass along there well

07. It would be a perfect block to all thc heavy traffic which you wish to go from the eastern side of tho 
city round to Parramatta-street ? Yes. _
OS* President.'] Yon have a grade of 1 in 12 in and out ? Ho ; tile grade thc other way is easy. _
Off. Mr. Bimpkeri/.] Where would it commence at the Bailway Institute, or nearer the railway station?
Hearer the railway station. . ,
70. Mr. Wright.] ’Would it not begin almost at Greorgc-street ? There would be a lowering commencing
from G eorge-street. .... , , ,. „ .
71. President.] Does any extension from Bedfern towards tho city involve the alteration ot Devonshire-
street ? Yes ; any extension affects Devonshire-street, hut in the Hyde Park proposal I have arranged to 
lower Devonshire-street, so as to bo suitable for all kinds of traffic, with a lU-feet headway. The worst 
grade is 1 in 25, which ia a good grade. The level of Devonshire-street would be affected by any scheme 
which went across that street; but if you remove the terminus to Hyde Park, Devonshire-street can bo 
lowered and thc grades and headways rendered suitable lor all classes of traffic. _ _
72. But with this scheme, in that the extending lines cover a greater length of Devonshire-street, it 
increases the difficulty, because you cannot get the grade 1 suppose ? Yes; the grade at the eastern end 
is shortened, and consequently is steeper. The difficulty in nil these questions of extension, especially the 
extension of a terminus, is the difficulty of keeping up the existing traffic while you are connecting with a 
new station. If you could create a temporary terminus somewhere else, and you had a free harffito do 
what you like at Bedfern, possibly the simplest way would be to raise all tbe Hues some feet up in the
air.
73. Mr. Wright.] What is the difference between the railway level at Bedfern station and the crown of
Dcvonshire-sircct ? 10 foot on the lines of the present station. _ ,
7-1. "What is the difference in grade between tho platform at Bedfern elation and the first tunnel going 
nut? I think the Hues are exactly level—Gl feet above high-ivater. '
75. How far back would you now1 have to go to raise the lines 2 or 3 feet? You would not have to go 
back very far.
7G. To Eveleigh ? Ho. You w'ould have to go back only halfway from the station. It will depend on 
tbe amount you require tu rise. If you had a free hand you could raise the line by starting back some 
chains beyond the southern end of the present station. Fou could raise the Hue sufficiently high to get 
over Devonshire-street without interference with the road traffic. _ _
77. You could not do that without stopping the traffic ? Ho ; it is entirely out of tho question. Continuing 
my description, 1 may mention that this section, which was got out on a large scale so as to be easily visible, 
show's the Hue between Devonshire-street and Belmore Bead. It will be seen there that immediately 
after passing Devonshire-street thc ground begins to rise, and when you get from the Benevolent Asylum 
to tho Police Barracks you arc in a cutting. The ground docs not give you any opportunity of getting a 
road around or underneath in any way. Tho section of Devonshire-street show s the loweriug of that street,
7H. Mr. Jilaeh\] Has that map any connection with the Hyde Park scheme ? Yes.
7ff. President.] Or an v scheme involving thc crossing of Devonshire-street ? Yes; but the levels erosBing 
Devonshire-street would be practically tbe same.

80.
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H.Dcanc. go. Mr. Wright.'] Would ii be possible to abolish Devonshire-street, and provide ail overhead bridge for
^Ta^c^ would mean rising to a great height, because Greorge-street is 14 feet below thei/ reo., io»/, surface 0f the rails.

81. What is the difference between the crown of Devonshire-street and your rail level now ? It is about
10 feet. "
82. An overhead bridge would not necessarily be very high ? Tt would mean rising up to that rail level, 
and then rising another 20 feet, or in all 34 feet, which, from Grcorge-street, must be considered out of 
the question.
83. Mr. lloskijis.] It would cause great difficulty in working, too ? It would be impossible.
84. President.] The grades on that would be a long way worse than the grade in a cutting ? Yes.
8o. Mr. Wright] What length of 1 in 12 grade would’there be ? Probably 120 or 130 feet.
86. Mr. JTumphery.] Would any scheme mean practically the closing of^ Devonshire-street for heavy 
traffic ? No ; the extension beyond to Hyde Park would not involve it. There are worse grades in Sydney 
than 1 in 12, hut it is introducing a steep grade on a road which had previously good grades.
87. Mr. Wright.] I suppose as a matter of fact nineteen-twentieths of the heavy traffic to the railway 
station come from the north along Belmorc-road from the city proper, and not from the southern portions f 
T should think so.
88. Tbe only traffic which a steep grade would affect would be tbe traffic which conies from the south to
the railway ? Yes. It would only affect a very small portion of tho traffic, and what traffic it does affect 
could easily go round by the new street. It would have no heavy grades to deal with in going by that 
way, and it would be simply goiug a little further. • ^
89. President.] Will you be good enough to proceed now with your description of the plans ? Tho plat
forms are shown as 660 feet long, but they are intended to be 700feet long. At Park-street the platform 
is shown as 700 feet long and these others will be brought in accord with that one. Taking the western 
side of the station first, there are two lines for country traffic, and between those two lines and 
the next there is a cab-road, which has its approach from Devonshire-street, and a return on to the wide 
approach to the station proper. Then comes a platform 33 feet wide, on the other side of the cab-road. 
Then come three roads, and then another platform of 35 feet. Then come three more roads and another 
platform of 30 feet. Then come three more roads and another platform of 30 feet; and then two roads ; 
another platform of 30 feet and another road. It will bo seen that there will he eleven platforms and 
eleven roads, besides tho three docks.
90. Why do you say eleven platforms? The first pair of roads on the western side gives practically two 
platforms. A double platform is really two platforms. There are three single platforms and four double 
platforms. Between thc end of thc buildings and tbe platforms there is a width of SO feet. That main 
building is situated right at the end. On the western side of the station there are offices. At the north
western corner there is a cloak-room 100 feet x 40 feet, and the accommodation can be increased in the base
ment. Then there is a large refreshment-room and closets, a large booking-office and general waiting- 
room, and on the north-eastern corner there arc urinals and water-closets,
91. Mr. Wright.] Is it not rather awkward to have the cloak-room and largo offices separated from tho 
platforms by a cab-road? They arc not; thc offices at thc side are intended for clerks and porters, and 
will not he required hy the public at all.
92. Your cloak-room will be required by the public, and it is separated from your platform by a carriage- 
road p No ; it is separated from one of the platforms, but you must have a separation somewhere. That 
passage out is a foot-passage.
93. President] Have the Kaihvay Commissioners approved of that provision ? Yes ; this has been 
■worked out with thc Commissioners.
94. Aon had better describe now the way your trams are going to leave? The Botany Bay tramway is 
diverted across the Belmore Park into thc new street, and then round into Devonshiro-slrect. On the 
western side of the station there is a large space for approaching the station and a cab-departuro road 
shown with an incline from Gcorge-street up to the north-western end of this approach, going over Pitt- 
streefc.^ Then as regards the George-street tramway, thc lino working towards the station will be diverted 
alongside that cab-departure road and go underneath the approach to the station until it gets up close to 
thc station, and then it rises on to the level. It will discharge passengers and take passengers on the 
same platform. There will be no crossing of thc lines or any interference at all because people will he 
able to get off aud on at the same platform. It will be extremclv convenient to people The trams as 
they depart work round the curves shown near Devoushire-str.eet and get back on to the line again. If it 
is required to connect with the western suburbs, a connection can be made with the other trams, hut it 
was only thought necessary to show the connection with the Gcorge-street tram.
93. In the opinion of thc Commissioners is the accommodation shown on these plans ample for Kedfern ? 
Yes.
96. Mr. Lee] Will you indicate where they exceed the existing accommodation ? I will get the length 
of all the existing platforms. Kecently a new1 platform hag been built.
97. President] Will you furnish a comparison, between the present accommodation and the suggested 
accommodation ? Yes.
98. Mr. Lee] Through the tunnel under Regent-street, at the end of the railway yard, the whole of thc
traffic has to pass imvards and outwards ? Yes. ’ -
99. If you increase the accommodation at Kedfern Station or at 100 yards beyond the station, will not 
the congestion always be at that tunnel ? There will ho always a congestion at that tunnel.
100. Is there more space afforded by passing over Devonshire-street than tbe Commissioners now have ? 
Yes. There is not sufficient length at Kedfern. With a greater length a great deal more could bo done. 
At Kedfern ic is exceedingly inconvenient and it is very difficult to work.
10L Mr. Mack] Do any of your schemes propose an increased tunnel ? No; but this plan will give the 
length that is required to do the shunting operations.
102. Mr. Humphery] Is thcro accommodation through the tunnel at the present time for more than tho 
existing^number ot roads, which 1 understand to be six ? I believe it would be much more convenient for 
the traffic it there were more room in the tunnel. Tho Commissioners consider Ihe traffic is very much 
pinched up there.
103. I do not think that quite answers my question. 1 think it is the different classes of traffic coming in
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through the tunnel which it is difficult to accommodate—that is, after thc trains had passed through the 
tunnel? Yes; aud although the traffic is pinched there, if you could lengthen the station at Kedfern 
you would case the shunting at the station and you would give the accommodation which is really required. 
Kor instance, at present some oF tho trains have to be sjdtt np. There is not room for the northern train 
to draw up at one platform, and, therefore, it; has to he divided into two parts. With the exception of 
two platforms, 1 think there are no platforms sufficiently long to suit long trains.
10-k Mr. Hoskins.} If you extended the platforms at tho existing station you would increase the 
difficulties ? You cannot lengthen the platforms, because the crossings would interfere. ■
105. Humphery.} Wrhat is needed is increased space and accommodation for trains after they have 
passed through the tunnel?_ Yes; you want greater length between the tunnel and the station, and 
greater length at the station itself.
TOO. Mr. Black.} Has the advisability over heen considered of diverting the goods traffic before coming 
to Kedfern tunnel by means of a cutting or tunnel, making more directly for Barling Harbour ? I think 
it has been under consideration. "
10/. ilfr. Wright.} H the city railway were extended by a circular line thoro would ho no necessity for all 
this accommodation, would there? 1 think some accommodation would be neccssarr,
108, If you had a line from Kedfern to the city, running by a circular route, would not the Kedfern yard
be big enough for marshalling purposes? I do not think that has been considered. If tho Commission 
wish that point to be considered, I should have to consult tho Kailway Commissioners, and then I could 
report later on. '
109. Have you ever considered the question of a circular railway into the city ? Yes.
1L0. Mr. Roberts,'] Is it possible to get sufficient accommodation at Kedfern, without crossing Devonshire- 
street, by land resumption ? Xo.
111. Mr. Hoskins] Not by taking the park? No; you cannot get at Prince Alfred Park.
112. Mr. Lee] Could you not resume land on the tunnel side, so as to enable tho yard to he widened?
Yes. “

If. Deane.
17PeCw97. .

113. Mr. Hoskins] Why could not part of Prince Alfred Park be taken ? Because you cannot got 
round to it; it is sharp off to the right as you pass through the tunnel.
11 d;. President] Is it not possible to shift Devonshire-street to tho north and give thc desired accommo
dation ? Tho question of shifting Devonshire-street to tho north, and thus lengthening tho platforms, 
has been under consideration ; but l know the Commissioners are of opinion that would be only a partial 
relief a makeshift. What they want to do, if possible, is to make a complete new terminus, givirif the 
extra lenglh not only in tho station but outside of it. D
115. Do you submit a sketch-plan of tho proposed terminal station at Park-street as suggested by the 
Kailway Commissioners ? Yes. c J
110. "Wiltyou be able to explain that plan to-morrow to thc Commission ? Yes. '
117. Are you prepared to hand in an estimate of the cost of extending tho railwnv svsdom to Park-street? 
I will read the estimate. It is as follows :— “ "

Land resumption between Delmore Park and Liverpool-street ............................................€100 000
Buildings (600 feet roof)........................................................................................................, 200 000
Construction of line............................................................................................ £2(i0 000 ” ‘
Signals iiiul interlocking................................................................................... is'sot)
Electric lights .................................................................................................... 4V)00

Slicltcr-sbeds and alterations.

Add for extension tn St. James’ Road
000,000
50,000

£650,000

THURSDAY, IS FEBRUARY, 1897.
jjkcsent:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).
The Hon. EniSDEiiicic Thomas H rimiunv, M.L.C. 
The lion. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
Tho Hon. Charles James Kouerts, C.M.G., M. L.C. 
Tho Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq, M.P.

Frank Farnell, Eso,, M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Feoan, Esq., M.P,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq, M.P. 
George Black, Esq.. M.P.
Francis Aunusrus Wright, Esq., M.P.

Henry Deane, Enginecr-in-Chief, Kailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, further
examined:—

118. President] You placed before the Commission yesterday a plan of the proposed extension to Park- H Deane 
street, and an estimate of the cost of the extension ? Yes. I. have handed in some plans of Park-street 
tor distribution to Members of the Commission, and the plans on the wall will give all the information 18 Fcb„ 1897, that may he required.

With regard to tho item of £100,000 for land resumption, you have said that it is very probable that 
it will require to be increased, as the width of the line has been increased is there anv other cost 
excepting the value of the park land, which we need add to vour total estimafe of £600,000 ? Not 
unless prices go up very much. 'That estimate was cut down "so as to be adapted to the prices that 
prevailed some months ago ; but prices are beginning to show a considerable rise.
.120. Your 10 per cent, allowance would in all probability cover it? I do not think so. I have cut that 
down also to a mini mum. This estimate of £600,000 includes a certain amount of contingencies andeimineer- 
nig expenses, but I should not like to reckon too much on that. °
121. What will cover it? I cannot tell how prices will go up. ’
122. If an estimate were made to-day, is that £600,000 plus what has to be added to thc £100 000 thoamount ? Yes. ’
123. Mr. Hoskins] Eased on an estimate made some months ago ? Yes; I think it would fairly coverit now. ‘ 1

26—B 124.
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H. Deane. i21>. Mr. Wright.'] "When the city railway was projected in lS8f5 there was a question of resuming this 
ibetween Liverpool-street and Belmore Park, and I think it was then estimated hy Mr. Mills, of 

e ' Mills and Pile, at £55,000have you any record of that valuation ? 3 have heard something about it, 
but I have not seen any of the papers.
125. Does this estimate of £100.000 include any money which you will have to pay to the Benevolent 
Asylum? No. _
120. Will you explain as briefly as possible tho nature of the accommodation which is provided at Park- 
street ? The accommodation at Park-street is precisely the same as the accommodation wdiich I described 
at the Benevolent Asylum site, with the same number of platforms and the. same length. It works out 
within a few feet of the same. At the Benevolent Asylum site we get 7,ISO lineal feet of platforms, and 
at the Park-street site 7.4S0 lineal feet; thc difference between the two is due to how the ends of the 
platforms come out between the roads. ,
127. In crossing Liverpool-street your lines are congested into a comparatively narrow' space will not 
the same difficulty present itself there hy reason of that congestion as now exists at Itedfern Station by 
reason of the tunnel? No ; all that has been worked out.
12S. How much greater length have you in the park than vou have hetwreen the tunnel and the terminus 
at Bedfern ? The Park-street arrangements give practically a length nf 1,800 feet.

■ 12S). From Liverpool-street? No; from further hack. You must reckon from that street. You must
reckon where you can sfart with the collecting and dispersing lines. From there to the end of the plaid orrn 
is 1,800 feet, and that is really what we want in any ease. At itedfern, if you take it from the inside of 
tho points, leading off to thc carriage shed, and measure 1,SOO feet, you will come up to Belmorc-road.
130. You have ample room hero to work tho traiiic? Yes ; lhat has been gone into very carefully hy the
Chief Commissioner with me, and he is quite satisfied that it is a ivell-arranged plan—as nearly perfect as 
you can make it. _ _
13 L. Mr. Hoskins.] There will not be any tunnelling on the Park-street line ? No ; there will be a bridge 
at Liverpool-street, and an overhead bridge at Goulburn-street, carrying a number of lines.
132. Hr. Wright.] There is no danger to he apprehended from working these lines as proposed here ? 
No: because we have 1,800 feet clear for the shunting and reception of thc trains. At itedfern yon have 
far less than that. You have only practically inside the points leading off to the goods and carriage sheds; 
you only have, ] think, about half that length
133. You have eight lines here as against six lines in the Bedfern tunnel? Yes. _
131. Mr, Hoskins.] You will have to resume some houses between Belmore Park and Liverpool-street to 
erect tho piers for your bridges ? Yes ; but that does not take up much more room than thc width ol the 
rails. "U’e shall not want more than 8 or 10 feet on each side. 1 desire to hand in a return showing the 
length of each platform at Bedfern Station, at the Benevolent Asylum site, and at Park-street. It is as 
follows:—

LiiscTiis oe Platforms.
Rulfern Station.

Platform A ............. 400
B ............. 4110

No. I ............ ............ 490
............. 400

J J 3 ........... ............. 475
4 ............ ............. 200
5 ............ ............. 620

. 6............ ............. 620
j ............ ............. 225

i J J) 8 ............ ............. 450
!) .......... ............. 325

10 ......... ............. 325
JJ } J 1L ............ ............. 420

Total............ ......... 5,720

ISenerolmtf Asy/jnit.
2 platforms CIO ft.......................  1,220 ft, long.
8 „ 700,, ..................... 5,()00 ,,
1 platform 600 „ .................... 600 ,,

Total...................... 7,4S0

Park-street.
1 platform GOO ft...................... 000 ft. long.

1 „ 520 ......................... 520 „
S platforms 700 ........................... 5,000 ,,
1 platform 600 ., ..................... 660 ,,

Total...................... 7,430 „
_ The platforms at Bedfern Station measure 5,C20 feet, as compared with 7,430 feet at Park-street and 
7,480 feet at the Benevolent Asylum site. _
135. President.] Have jrou any right to tunnel under property for railway purposes? No, not without 
resuming the property, to the best of my knowledge. That matter was carefully enquired into some time 
ago. Under the Lauds for Public Purposes Acquisition Act you can only tunnel for any other purpose 
than railways ;—yon have fo resume thc properties for railway purposes.
13(1. Could you, by leaving sufficient cover, tunnel under properties without detriment to the buildings 
on them ? Yes ; that has been done. By leaving sufficient cover, as a rule, it can he done.
137. Is there legislation in other countries permitting a tunnel to bo made under a property ? I do not
think so ; J think it all has to be paid for. _
138. Would if he reasonable legislation for this Colony to pass—tbe Colony owning the railways ? If
thc tunnel were sufficiently low down I think it would be reasonable, provided the Government paid for 
any damage which might be done. _
139. Mr. Hoskins.] According to the figures given in your evidence the total cost of the Park-street 
extension would be about £1.500,000. You estimate £800,000 for the works themselves? No; that 
estimate includes everything. Jt is £600,000 to Park-street aud £650,000 to tho further site, and that 
includes cverythiug.
140. President.] These are thc salient points of this scheme, which is viewed most favourably by the 
Commissioners ? Yes.
141. What does that building marked 600 feet mean ? That is the covering roof over the platforms,
142. Is tho building indicated on the plan what yon propose to adopt ? At the Benevolent Asylum site 
we should not require so large a building as that; it would he a two-storey building, because the 
Commissioners’ offices would not have to be provided in that building, but only traffic offices. Thc 
Commissioners, if tbe Park-street or King-street site is adopted, will find accommodation in that 
building, but not at Kedfern, which would be too far away.
143. It is a question where thc terminal station is to he, and this is the terminal station for the Park- 
street scheme ? Yes; I would like bore to supplement what I said as to the tunnelling. Although no

‘ doubt
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cloubl; you cun tunnel if you are dooj) enough without disturbing tho buildings, I doubt very much iDoane. 
whether uny extension iuto thc city wo cun mate would be deep enough to avoid interfering with the 
buildings uitogether, 1 do not quite see how a suitable or practicable line could be made far enough down u ' '
with sulUeient cover of sandstone so as to avoid the possibility of" damage to bouses. All the large and 
more important buildings in Sydney arc carried down to the sandstone, and thcro is a considerable amount 
of excavation through the top clay and made ground. In Hyde Park that amounts to about 2d feet I 
think on the average. If you make a tunnel so as. to got under the sandstone down below you get a ’
platform level at a very great depth—probably at from 4.0 to 50 feet down in places. That means a great 
number of steps to get up to the surface. If you want to keep near the surface you get partly into sand
stone probably and partly into tbe softer material on top through winch ihe foundations of tho important 
buildings go. As regards the lighter buildings whose foundations do not go down to the sandstone 1 doubt 
very much whether yon can tunnel under them without tho risk of causing settlements.
144. Does it mean that you must either he under the park or under the streets ? Yes, generally speaking.
145. jlfr. Wright.'] Or resume ? Yes,
14G. President^] Under the streets would it be safe enough? Under the streets it would be all right.
147. Thc Commissioners’ scheme is a surface one? It is all open.
148. And the Hyde Park terminus is a surface terminus? ----
149. Mr. Wright!] How much would the platform be below the level of Elizabeth-street? Tho station .
starts with the rails say about 38 or 19 feet below 1 aver pool-street and rises up to near the altered level
of Park-stroet. The level is below Park-street, but you will have no steps to go down.
159. Mr. J.c/:.] That would be with the object of keeping the lino level ? I have given a tip-up. Stations 
are made on a slight grade. There is no harm, but an advantage in having a starting-station made on a 
grade dovvnwards, because it is then easier to start the trains. As long as the grade is not steeper than 
thc rolling-stock will stand on. then you are all right.
151. jlfr. Hoskins.] If you had a tunnel to carry eight roads, would it not be so wide that it must 
interfere with the ioundationa of thc houses on the sides of the streets? Yes; there would not be room, 
to do it comfortably, for more than two lines.
152. President.] Could you put four lines down? Only with difficulty.
153. Jlfr. Wright.] The whole block, from where the lines cross Elizabeth-street till you come to Liverpool- 
street, must bo resumed to the fall width you want? Yes.
154. President.] How many lines can you put down in a tunnel under a street like Elizabeth-street?
Thcro would be room for four lines if you open out the street and cover it in again.
1.55. Would that affect the buildings ? Not unless there are cellars under the pathways,
150. Mr. Hoskins.] 1 do not think the buildings in tho lower part of Elizabeth-street are aligned, and 
i hereforc it is very irregular in width ? There will be of course that difficulty to deal with; but in a 
00-fcet roadway you can just about squeeze four lines in, hut you would have to be very careful with ■ 
your foundations.
157. Mr, Wright.] Have you a 06-feet roadway? There are some in Sydney, but mostly tboy are about
00 feet.
158. Is Elizabeth-street or Castlereagh-street a chain wide? King-street is GO feet wide, and Elizabeth- 
street, I think, is a 00-feet road. The proposition of the Commissioners to carry thc railway down to the 
Custom House comprised only two lines. I would much rather have to deal with two lines of way than 
four. At the same time 1 think four lines with care could he laid, but it would be very difficult to 
avoid damage to bouses on each side.
159. President.] With two lines of way you could do it? Easily.
1G0. Would they carry all the passenger traffic in the city ? No.
161. How is it the Commissioners suggested a scheme which is not likely to carry the traffic? I have 
given a description of the scheme. Up to Hyde Park there were four lines of rail, but: beyond Hyde 
.Park only two lines. Borne of the traiiic would stop at Hyde Park; two lines would bo taken on to 
Circular Quay and two lines round to the eastern suburbs. ‘
1G2. Mr. Lee,] Prom an engineering point of view do you favour a terminus at Park-street or one at 
St. James’ Hoad ? Both are equally good for traffic purposes and from an engineering point of view. ■
1G3. Which of the two do yon prefer ? There is no doubt that the St. James’Kond extension is boiler 
than tire other, because it brings the line further into the city, but as regards accommodation and from an 
engineering point of view they are precisely similar.
164. If it were extended to St. James’ Itoad how would Park-street be affected ? The lines would go under 
Park-street without altering the level.
ICj. YVould not that give you a sunken station at St. James’ Jtoad? No, you would rise up in tho same 
way. There is a fall in the ground from Park-street down to St. James’ Hoad.
366. 3 s there not a block of Government property in the vicinity of St. James’ Road—on the western side 
of Elizabeth-street ? Yes ; but it is not large enough for a main terminus.
167. Could it be utilised in any way in connection with this scheme? Not with this one.
165. President..] Thc area owned by tbe Government in the block is about an acre and a half; an acre of 
land is in the hands of private owners ;—the Railway Commissioners require 14 acres for a surface station,
1 think ? Twelve acres, I think.
169. Does it appear that there will he a sufficient area of land at present in the possession of the Government 
in the block bounded by Market, Castlereagh. King, aud Elizabeth Streets to make a daylight station ?
Yes, under the modified scheme.
170. And from that going towards Redfern Station there would be no resumptions at all, and no danger 
of interfering with any interests until yon pass Liverpool-street? No. Y’ou can keep clear of any 
property till you pass Liverpool-street.
171. Just opposite tho Public Works Office, at the corner of Phillip and Bridge Streets, there is an area
of G overmnent land about 150 feet square ? I do not know how wide it is, but 1 think it is about 150 feet 
long. _ '
172. That is not long enough for a daylight station ? No.
173. Mr. Wright! Does not Lady Young terrace belong to the Government ? I do not know. I have 
not inquired.
174. Could you put four lines of rails in Ihe piece of land between Elizabeth-street and Castlereagh-
street, where St. James’ School stands, and then produce two of the lines to Circular Quay ? Ido not 
think you would be able to get in there and out again in the space. " 175.
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H. Deane. Supposing you could put four lines into that aroa near King-street, could you work the whole of the
IsT'b'^lSfr Sydney traffic in the space available between the two streets ? X can only go by what the Railway 

e ’’ Commissioners stated in their report to the previous Railway Commission when they recommended that 
modified scheme. -
176. "What did they say then? They proposed then, I think, to run some of the trains down to King- 
street with four lines, and to continue two lines on to the Custom House.

’ 177. It appeared reasonable to the Commissioners that four lines to King-street would do the traffic ?
I do not think it would be quite that. ^
17S. Would it he possible to run four sets of rails from King-street to Circular Quay? Xo.
179. Two lines can go on to the Custom House, and four cannot? Yes. I am not sure that you can got 
two lines on without resuming some of the houses along Elixabcth-strcct, I will look into this matter 
and report to the Commission.
ISO. Supposing that two tines were carried right through the city by one route and came back by another, 
would that be wide enough to work the traffic ? 1 should think it would.
181. That is with two sets of rails going right round ? J should think it would. _
182. There would be no necessity for large resumptions for station purposes—no shunting would he

1 required, and hardly any yard accommodation ? You would require to have your main station at Redfern.
Any shunting required or marshalling of trains or distribution would have to be done at Redfern.
183. President!] It would mean a circular resumption right round the city? If you can get under the 
houses without materially damaging them, of course the houses are left to bo used, and you can get a rent 
from them.- You have to resume on account of the damage which you will do, but still the damage, 
although it occurs, may not render them uninhabitable or unsuitable.
184. Mr. Hoskins.] You have heard that the proprietors of underground railways have had to pay largo
sums to compensate people for alleged damages to foundations of their houses, even though the railways 
did not interfere with the foundations ? I know that there has been a lot of compensation paid. I. would 
wish the Commission to understand that I am not advocating any of these schemes. I am recommending 
no scheme. J am merely reporting on tho feasibility and desirability or advantages of one or the other 
from an engineering point of view. . _ _
185. Mr. Wright.] I suppose you are prepared later on to criticise an}' schemes from an engineering 
point of view? Yes; hut I cannot give an opinion on traffic questions or questions whether a site fora 
station is desirable without infringing on the rights of the Railway Commissioners. According to the 
Railway Act they have the power to fix the stations and so on; my duties really comprise ^ the 
engineering part of the business. I produce a plan of the city of Sydney, iu answer lo the request of the 
President, to show what 1 consider possible lines of railway. It is to be remarked that nearly all these 
lines shown here have been suggested more or less in one or other of those schemes which have been 
previously submitted. I have got out what appears to be practicable. 1 have shown a line from Redfern, 
in answer to Yfr. Wright’s inquiries, crossing Liverpnol-street into Hyde Parle, and turning up into the 
north-western corner of Hyde Park to Elizabeth-street, and then turning off to the right so as to tunnel 
right under Macquarie-streeL, and with a turn come round to Circular Quay. The levels arc right enough 
for a line like that, hut as a surface line at Circular Quay was not reckoned desirable, J suppose it to 
he carried on overhead over Circular Quay, and then to get under the ground on tho other side of the 
city, near Harrington-strcct, and then follow under Church Hill from Wynyard-square, following as 
much as possible under the roads—unfortunately you cannot follow tho roads altogether—and thou 
coming into daylight about Liverpool-street, and curving round and entering the main station again. 
'That line, where it passes under the Domain, could bo lowered and conlinued down to Port Macquarie, 
if required. Then the line on the western side was to he laid down so that it conid he continued across 
by bridge to Xort.h Shore ; that is the same position, for that purpose, as I submitted to the other Royal 
Commission. Then there are other connections shown, branching off from the northern end of ilydo 
Park. There is a line shown turning round to the eastern suburban luie, and a double connection is 
made there by a fork to Circular Quay and Hyde Park also. Starting again at Redfern, there is an 
extra set of lines starting from the goods side ot Redfern station and running parallel to the other lines

- as far as liverpool-street, and then turning off to the right to get down to Woofloomooloo Bay on the 
other side. That line will pass under the line branching off to tho eastern suburban line, hut a 
connection with it can he made by the lower fork. Then, I have shown on the plan some linos off to 
Pyrmont and Glebe Island. I have a larger plan to show what has been done in regard to Globe Island. 
Under instructions from the Minister, I had surveys made, some years ago, from Stanraore and Petersham 
to connect with Glebe Island and Long Xose Point; it is not shown on this plan, because the plan is not 
wide enough.
186. That will serve Balmain ? Tes. _
187. Mr, Parnell] Do you not propose to go beyond Longnose Point—across Parramatta River ? Xo.
1SS. Mr. Black ] Is the line under Wynyard Square merely a return line, or is it for setting down and 
picking up passengers ? It can he used for picking up passengers, of course. ' _ _
189. 1 suppose it would not serve the purpose if run along tho waterside ? I do not think anything
would he gained by running it along the waterside. _
190. Mr. Wrighi.] Is it possible to continue a passenger line with a traffic line round the wharfs? 1 
think it would be a great mistake. 1 think, in any case, the passenger traffic must be separated from 
the goods traffic ; it is done all over the world. It would he most inconvenient to mix them up,
191. Could not a circular line, with a branch to the wharf, he utilised for that purpose ? Xo ; it would
be too high. A line for goods purposes must ho a separate line, and it is immaterial as regards expense 
whether it is by itself along the wharfs or alongside another line ; but the twro kinds of traffic cannot he 
mixed up. _
192. You think the goods lino must he distinct from the passenger line ? Yes ; that opinion seems to be
held all over the world. Different railway companies, in other parts of the wmrld, I know have gone to 
very great expense indeed to get the two kinds of traffic separated. ■
193. Have you made an estimate of the cost of these schemes ? Xo.

FUJI) AY,
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FRIDAY, 19 FEBRUARY, 1897.
ijYCStnt; —

THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, E^., M.P. (President).
Tlio Hod. .Frederick Thomas IIujirhery-, M.L.C. 
Tlio Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
Tlio’Uon. Ciiarlics .Tames Eoherts. C.M.G., M.L.C. 
Henry Clarke, Esq. M.P.
Charles .Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.

John Lionel Fegan, Esq,, M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
"Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.

Henry Deane, Engincer-in-Cliief, Eailway Construction Brandi, Department of Public Works, further 
. esnmined:—■ '

194. PresidentAon promised to find out whether it would be possible to run four trains into the block H. Deane, 
bounded by King, Castlereagh, Market, and Elizabeth Streets, and for tho trains to return P I have tried
that on paper, and 1 find that the area is too restricted. To make a proper scheme it would be necessary IfFcEi 1897. 
to encroach on some of the properties at each end, fronting Elizabeth-strcct. There is no room to get in 
the lines and out again and get in two dead-ends. ■
195. Mr. Wright.'] It is not wide enough ? It is quite wide enough, but it is not long enough.
19G, President.] Supposing the line stopped absolutely there, would it he possible to get two trains back
wards and forwards—for you have the width of the road and you have the space under tho road on both 
sides, which gives you another 2 chains? Ton do not want any width on the Castlercagh-street side, 
because there is not length to get across there. I think it would be possible to scheme out something if 
ihey ivere dead-ends—if you were not carrying the lino on any further.
197. jlib. Jlosliins.] Is there room there for a large station ? No ; it would be a very small station, The 
length of the Government land in that block is tjtjO feet, reckoning from Market-street to tho High School 
boundary. "
19S. Mr. Wright.] TV hat length is it from that point to King-street ? 3 GO feet.
199. Supposing the Government resumed all the laud in that block on the northern side of the High School,
would that give you sufficient room ? I think it would make a fair wayside station, but it would not he 
a very roomy one. "
200. Mr. lioahins.] With a small station, would you not be reviving all tho difficulties of working the 
traffic which are experienced atltedfern Station P This extension in any case will involve the construction 
of a new station on the Benevolent Asylum grounds.
201. Jn addition ? Yes ; you could not get over that; Eedforn must be improved.
202. Do l understand that any city extension will necessitate the resumption of tho Benevolent Asylum 
grounds, and that you must have a station there under any circumstances ? Yes, unless you bring the 
terminus on to Hyde Park; but^otherwiso yon must do something at the Benevolent Asylum grounds.
203. 3s the Commission lo understand that il you extend the railway to tho city, say to King-street, 
or anywhere else, the Benevolent Asylum site, and, perhaps, tho Cemetery ground, must he resumed to 
have a large station fherc, because the existing station at Bedfern is loo small ? Yes ; vou arc hound to 
have an improvement of the present terminus station, either by shifting it across Dovonshire-strect, or by 
making a new one in Hyde Park.
201*. Presidenti] Have you taken mto consideration the moving of Devonshire-sireet further north, 
and, instead ot virtually abandoning Bedfern Station, working that station in with your proposed 
improvements? I wish to point out, in the first instance, that any alteration of Bedfern Station will 
entail an entire reconstruction ot the passenger platforms mid docks ; and the easiest way of dealing with 
it is^ to make a new station beyond. It is a mistake to suppose that the ground on which the present 
station is will bo wasted. The space-will bo necessary for tbe distribution of the trains and for bringing 
them into the station. Deferring to the plan of the Hyde Park scheme, the station is not morcly that part 
lying between Liverpool-street and Park-street, but practically it starts from a point near Goulburn- 
street. Irom that j)oint where you begin to manipulate your trains, to the end of the docks at Park- .
street, the distance is 1,800 feet. Now, if you measure 1 ,SOOfeet from where the lines branch off sav at the 
carriage-shed in the yard at Bedfern Station towards Belmoro Park, it "will carry you nearly to Bclmore- 
road. With the existing_ heavy traffic at Bedfern it will be extremely difficult, and perhaps, almost 
impossible, to make a partial extension into the Benevolent Asylum grounds. The platforms at Bedfern 
are not properly arranged. The station-building was erected a long time ago, when tho requirements of 
the railway traific xvere nothing like what they are now. The amount of the traffic then was extremely 
small compared with what it is now.
205. Mr. Wrighti] Supposing that Devonshire-stroct were closed, and a street were run obliquely across tho 
cemetery in its place, would that give you sufficient room ? I do not think that such a deviation could 
bo worked in. I have here a plan—it is rather a rough one—which 1 have had prepared in compliance 
with the wish of the Commission to show tbe proportion of ground which will he taken up by the 
Benevolent Asylum scheme. It is proposed to take up the scaco which is tinted red on tho map, and 
which itpviil be seen forms a very large proportion of that area! The only way of getting the traffic 
round will be by taking it right round Garden-road, On the eastern side of the station it is proposed to 
have a wide street (which goes into Dcvonshire-stroet) to take the converging traffic.
20G. President.] Supposing that you drew a hno on the map from the old police-station in George-strcet, 
parallel with Belmore-roarl, what amount of lino would it cut oil ? About loO feet of line, and you lose 
the end platform and tho building and the approach at the end.
207. Mr. Wright.] Adding on the space occupied with buildings and with the roadway, what length will 
it cut oil? 320 feet. ' ■ °
20S, President.] How much platform is wanted ? J think it is 70 feet. .
209. Mr. Wright.] You must have a parcels office and a ticket office at one end available for all tbe 
platforms? Yes.
210. President.] TV bat is the length from Dcvonshire-stroet to tho end of your line ? About 700 feet.
211. Towards tlio end you have another .TOO feet for vour offices ? Yes,
212. Surely )t would lie better to move Dovonslurc-street further north and keep them altogether ? Bv 
running ibo station over Dovonshire-street you do not separate the lines.
213. it means either cutting tlio station in two or abandoning everything in Bedfern Station? It would
mean the abandoning of the buildings and offices. 214.



136

ii.

H. Deane. 

19 Feb., 1897.

' llOYAL COMMISSION ON CITY RAILWAY EXTENSION—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

214, The platforms and all the buildings? Tcs. When you want'to make a change it must be a radical
one; it is no good to botch the thing. _ _ _
215. Is it not a pity to have the thing cut in half by the street ? No ; it is not cut in half by the street. 
There will be no gap there, because the lines will be carried over the street.
2 Hi. Mr. Hassall."Would any great inconvenience be caused by closing Devonskire-street, as long as 
you provide access to tbe trucking-yards and produce-sbeds by means of the new road you propose to 
make ? 1 do not think very much inconvenience would be caused. It was thought desirable to avoid any 
complaints in the matter, and a subway for light traffic was provided.
217. President^] Supposing you bad to put your railway-station on the northern side of Devonshire-street, 
would it not be better if you had no Devonshire-street ? It would save expense.
218. Mr. Wright,'] If there was no Devonshire-street, would you design your buildings so far to the north
as you do ? Tes. _ _
219. Mr, Hoskins.] The proposed station either at tho Benevolent Asylum site or at Hyde Park will he
for passenger purposes only ? Tes. _ _
220. A portion of- the yard at Bedfern Station is used for the arrival of produce and merchandise. Supposing 
the passenger-station were shifted to the Benevolent Asylum site or to Park-street, would there not be 
more room left at Bedfern station for the arrival of merchandise and produce from the country ? I thin knot.
221. Not if you did away with the platforms ? No. I think the same space would be required as at 
present. It is all occupied now. If you did away with the platforms you would do away with a compara
tively small width.
222. You do not propose by the alterations which the Commissioners suggest to give any additional
accommodation for the inland produce trade ? No. _
228. Mr. Black.] How manv feet is it from tbe Devonshire-street end of the existing platforms to the
fence round the Benevolent Asylum grounds ? About 120 feet. _
224. How' many feet do you require to he added on to the space from the mouth of the tunnel to the inner 
end of the railway platforms to give you room for marshalling your trains ? About 1,800 feet.
225. Bresident.] Will von he good enough to state what is wrong with the Redfern station ? Tho length 
is not sufficient, and there is not room to make the distributing roads right for shunting purposes.
226. Mr. Hoskins.] Do they propose to have carriage sheds at Park-street ? No. _
227. J’resident.] If it is too short from the tunnel to the platforms it is impossible to make any alterations 
to tbe south ? I understand that the best arrangements of the space have been already made, but they 
are most unsatisfactory.
22S. It is not a question of the site which exists, because that is cut olf by Devonsbire-street ? You 
would get length of platform, but you would, not get proper arrangements for running into the platforms.
229. Mr. Hoskins.] You would have a smaller station at the Benevolent Asylum site than the proposed
station at Park-street ? The building would be of less height. _ _
230. Mr. Humphery.] Have you any estimate of the cost of the Park-street building ? £200,000.
231. What would be the exact cost of the building which you think wrould be necessary on the Benevolent
Asylum site ? Including the foundations, which would he very much heavier at the Benevolent Asylum 
site, I make it £185,000. _
232. Practically there is an inappreciable saving ? There is not much saving. _ _
233. There would be a saving of £15,000, but ou the Park-street site you would provide offices for the
Commissioners? Yes. _ .
234. Which would not be provided on the Benevolent Asylum site? No. 1 think that is a fair statement.
235: Mr. Hoskins,] Why would the foundations be so very expensive at that site? Because you are so 
high above the ground at that end. There is a great drop in the ground. Tbe platform at Redfern 
Station is 64 feet above tbe level of the sea and Behnore Road, right in line with the station, is only 33 
feet above sca-Ievel. t ,
236. You would have to build up the foundations ? There would be a great deal of foundation in the 
north-western corner; but the space below would be utilised.
237. President^] At King-street, supposing the railway was to be extended underground to the north, 
how deep down would you be ? With good grades it would be about 35 feet.
238. If it was not to be extended to the north it would be about 20 feet ? Yes, at Market-street.
239. You would he deeper at King-street ? Yes. _
240. Supposing the Government determined to make a railway station at Port Macquarie, there are two 
ways to got to the port, namely, cither by going straight ahead or Joy going under the park. To go straight 
ahead would simply mean very heavy resumptions to get down to Port Macquarie ? Aos. .
241. Would you be deep enough, passing from King-street towards Hunter-street, by keeping easterly so
as to get under the park as soon as possible;—would there be enough for cap for your tunnel to enable it 
to be made without any interference with the building ? If you follow the line I showed on the map 
yesterday, and get from that corner in Elizabelh-street, and then turn round you get plenty of depth 
there to tunnel without disturbing the houses. ^
242. You would get into the Park somewhere near Governor Bourke’s statue? Yes, somewhere near there,
243. Therefore, there would be no resumptions ? I do not know about resumptions, but you would not
injure the buildings, I think. _
244. Parliament could pass a, law which would permit the Government to tunnel, always providing that
they did not interfere with the buildings ? Yes: 1 am pretty well sure that it could be done, but 1 would 
like to look into the matter before I expressed a definite opinion. ' _
245. Mr. Wright^] The old surveys by Mr. Whitton show that that could be done ? Starting from the 
north-eastern corner of the Park we could tunnel, but this is different.
246. The rail level was 60 feet below the surface ? I know there was great depth ; we were right into
the sandstone. _ _
247. President] Prom the Domain, would it be possible to have an underground railway coming out on tho 
surface at Port Macquarie ? Yes,
24S. That is apparently the only way you could approach the harbour from Redfern iu a northerly 
direction without heavy resumptions ? \Vithout injuring property, because the necessity of resumptions 
would have to be dealt with afterwards.
249. Mr. Black.] In that case I suppose it would not be wise to have a centra) station atPort Macquarie ? 
That would not be a central station ; it would not dispose of tbe Benevolent Asylum station.

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, 23 FEBRUARY, 1S97.
Jkmtti:— .

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esij., M.P. (President). 
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphkry, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins. M.L.C.
The lion. Charles James IIorerts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

John Lionel Fehan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Frank Farnull, Esq., M.P.

John Putty, Outdoor Trnfllo Superintendent of Southern Lines, Department of Bailways, sworn, and
examined:—

250. PfwV/enC] What is your position ? I am Outdoor Traffic Superintendent of the southern system, J. Parry.
Government Railways. —>
251. Do you come here at the instance of the Railway Commissioners P Tes. 23 Fab., ISSi
252. Ton desire to place a return before the Commission ? 1 wish to lay before the Commission a return
showing the number of trains in and out of Redfern dailju \Yide Appendix.'] T have taken two ordinary 
days, namely, the 25th and 29th of January, and the last Eight-hour Holiday. On 25th January the total 
number of trains and engines in and out for the day was 555, and when the business people were coming 
into tho rity_botween 8 a.m. and f) a.m. : the total number of trains in and out during the hour was forty- 
six, and between 9 am, and 10 a.m,, thirty-nine; the two busiest hours of tho morning.
253. What proportion of those is passenger trains in and out of the station ? Between 8 a.m. and 9 a.m., 
of the forty-six trains I mentioned, there would be twenty-two in and eleven out.
254. Docs that represent one of your busiest hours at Redfern? Tes; between S and 9 would be the 
busiest hour on an ordinary morning, but on a holiday there would be more.
255. How much would the traffic increase on a holiday ? On last Eight-hour Day, which was a heavy 
holiday, the total number of trains in and out was 701 and between 9 a.m, and 10 a.m. there wore no less than 
tifty-two trains.
256. Will yon now state the number of passenger trains between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m. on the separate linos 
on an ordinary day ? Between 9 a.m. and 10 a,m. out of Redfern on the slow lines there were three trains, 
on the fast lines live trains, and on the goods lines two trains, and into Redfern on tho slow lines there 
were six trains, on tho fast lines six trains, and on the goods lines nil—ten trains out and twelve trains in.
257. Out of forty-six trains it appears that thirteen are engines running free? Tes.
258. So that there arc thirty-three passenger trains between 9 a m. and 10 a.m. ? Tes.
259. Will you now divide up the thirty-nine trains, in and out, between 9 a.m, and 10 am., in the same - 
way ? Between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m. ten passenger trains out and twelve in.
260. The difference would be engines and goods trains ? Tcs.
261. Fifteen engines and two goods trains ? Tes.
262. Supposing that instead of the engines running back out of tbe platforms towards Redfern it was possible 
to run them ahead towards tho city ; that would lessen the traffic by about thirty, would it not, in the two 
hours ? Of course light engines would have to go to their shed at Eveleigh.
263. If it were possible to arrange the Redfern yard by an extension towards the city, so that instead of 
au engine running back at the busiest hours of the day she could go towards a shed further on, you could 
lessen the number of engines passing on the lines by fifteen in each hour? Altliough they would not 
run on these lines, you would have to deal with them in Redfern yard all the same. It does not matter 
at which end you have your engine-shed.
264. Mr. Hoskins.] Do they not run on lines on which trains do not run ? Asa rule, only goods trains 
run on these lines, except on special occasions.
265. Bresident.] If the work in Redfern yard is limited to passing passenger trains in and out, it is 
perfectly clear that you have got rid of shunting seventeen in one hour and thirteen in another? We get 
rid of the shunting of these engines if the trains run through.
266. Tou would lessen the pressure in your yard very materially ? We should if we could run thepi 
through to another station; that would rebele the working at Redfern station, as the engines would not 
have to shunt about the yard.
26/. If the main station is moved to I lyde Bark, Redfern then would not be congested ? To,
20S. There is plenty of room for them all to pass through? Tes ; with a modification of the lines there 
would he ample room for them to pass through.
269 And still to be used, we presume, for an ordinary passenger station ? Tes, there would be ample 
room for an ordinary through station.
2/0. ilfr. Hoskins.] And still the engines would be running down to Eveleigh? Tes. I understand the 
point ol the President to be that if the terminal station were removed to the city there would be no 
difficulty in passing the engines through Redfern from the terminal station to the engine-shed.
271. Redfern would then cease to be congested ? Tes.
272. Tou have chosen the busiest hours ? In the morning.
273. Arc there busier hours in the afternoon ? Ou the same date, 25th January, between 5 p.m. and 
6 p.m., there ivere forty-live trains, and between G p.m. and 7 p.m. thirty-nine trains.
274. That^represents your present maximum traffic? On an ordinary day but not on a holiday. On 
the last Eight-hour Day the total number of trains and engines in and out of Sydney was fifty-two 
between 9 and 10 a.m. and fifty between 5 p.m. and 0 p.m. and forty-four between 6 p.m. and 7 p.m.
275. That is, engines running free and trains ? Tes.
2/6. How many engines were there out of the number? There were six engines out of tbe number 
between 5 and 6 p.m.; seven between 6 and 7 p.m; and nineteen between 9 and 10 a.m.
277. I presume there are continual operations going on in the yard in addition to the number of trains?
Tes. In addition to the number of trains in and out, every passenger train coming in during busy hours 
has to be drawn out to liberate the engine which has brought it in. If the coaches have done their 
•work they arc simply drawn out and shunted into the carriage-shed sidings. If not they may be run out 
direct or shunted to another platform, another engine being attached, or tbe same engine which brought it 
in, 1 o take it out to form another train. The figures in the return of the number of trains arc exclusive of 
shunting operations and represent trains passing between Redfern tunnel and Eveleigh. The shunting 
operations are carried on between tbe station platforms and tbe tunnel. 27S.
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J. Parry. 278. Mr. Wright,'] Do not some oE the suburhan enpinea push an outgoing train as it is leaving tho 
platform? No, trains arc never pushed out; the}'arc always drawn out,

2,j Feb., 1837, 27()_ president.] They follow'up closely? Tes; the coaches are drawn out by another engine, and the 
engine which brought them in follows up closely.
280. How many of these shunting operations take place in an hour? It would be almost impossible for

, me to tell you the number of operations. In tho morning, for instance, the trains are so thick coming in
at times that an engine not required immediately may have to he shunted to two or three different lines 
to clear other trains, or if a- train comes into No. 6 platform the engine may have to shunt out of that 
platform and go to No. 1 or No..2 to lay hold of a train to go right away,
281. Have you got a list of the goods trains coming into Kedfern Station for a week or a day, or would
you prefer to give all this information in the form of a return ? It would be better for me to furnish a 
return now that I know the form in which you desire the information to he given. The return, however, 
to be furnished, will not give the Commission au adequate idea of the full amount of work actually done 
in Redfern yard in dealing with trains, because it will not convey to you the large amount of shunting 
to be done, as previously explained. '
282. Presuming it was possible to take 12 acres of land or some such area to the north of the present 

■ station, would it be possible to equip it with lines so that it would relieve some of the congestion to the
south of Eodfern /Station ? Yes, materially, if sufficiently far away from the present station.
283. Supposing the Redfern Station is to remain as it is, and that you are given an area ahead of that: 
station to make what use you can of it—either in extending the station or in laying down shunting yards— 
will it do away with the pressure or congestion at the throat of the present yard ? J. would bring the six 
main lines straight through Redfern station—tho ordinary bay platforms at Redfern would not then be

' required. If you get away from the tunnel you can widen out and arrange your platforms and roads in 
such a way as to reduce the amount of shunting very considerably by providing proper refuge-sidings for 

’ the engines to stand in, and for carriages to stand in to strengthen trains.
284'. Are we to infer from your statement that it means the abandonment of Redfern Station and the 
erection of new buildings? Yes. as a terminal depot.
285. Supposing that it were found necessary to utilise the platforms and buildings at Redfern with the 
extension would it be possible, ahead of the station, to carry out any shunting operations to relieve the 
congestion to the south of the station ;—is it possible to utilise it ? Not without entirely remodelling it. 
28G. Have you any estimate of the cost of remodelling it ? No.
287. As far as the public are concerned, there is really no difference between a station at Redfern and a
station on the Benevolent Asylum site ? No. '
288. Supposing that each of your thirteen plat form-roads were carried on to a point, say 1,000 feet north 
of the station and brought to another li throat ” so that you could work tbe traius from both ends, would 
not that obviate a great deal of tho difficulty which yon now experience?" It may assist the shunting 
operations; but I would respectfully suggest that you can make no alteralion to the existing station which 
will in any way compensate for the expenditure without entirely remodelling tho whole thing.
289. Mr. Hoslcinsi] Would not the difficulty which you now experience at the narrow neck where tho 
engines cross over from the different platforms still continue ? Yes,
290. That is the most dangerous part of the yard ? Yes.
291. Could that be obviated by extending the station further north and removing a number of these 
platforms so that there would not he such a convergence of roads and engines to one narrow point ? Jn 
my opinion to extend the present platforms a short distance north and converge the roads again into 
through roads at the southern end would not be a satisfactory arrangement.

. WEDNESDAY, 24 FEBllUADT, 1897.
IJrtstnf; —

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. M.P., (President).
The Hon. Eredertcjv Thcotas Hl'miuieuy, M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Roheiits. C.M.G., M.L.C. 
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Cn Ait Lies Aljcrki) Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Jhonel Ekoan, Esq,, M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Eranots Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

Ejiank Parnell, Esq., M.P.
John Parry, Outdoor Traffic Superintendent of Southern Lines, Department of Railways, further

examined:—
J. Parry,

24 Feb., 1897.

292. PresidentYou wish to make a statement bearing upon the evidence you gave yesterday ? I do.
293. Will you be good enough to road Hie siatement ? It is as follows:—

I have prepared, for the information of tho Commission, some returns {Vide Appendix) showing,—
(1 and 1a.) The number of trains and engines arriving and deporting through Redfern tunnel on up and down lines 

during each hour of two ordinary days, viz. :—2oth and 2fltii January, 1897.
(2.) The number of through-passenger trains, and Dumber of suburban-passenger trains, arriving at and departing from 

Sydney during each hour on an ordinary day.
(13.) Tire approximate number of passengers arriving at and departing from Ttedfom Station during tlio busy hours of 

morning and evening on an ordinary day.
(4.) The number of trains and engines arriving and departing through Redfern tunnel during each hour on last Eight- 

hour public holiday, 5th October, 1S9G,
By referring to statements Isos. 1 and 4, it will be seen that on an ordinary day, 29th January, the total number of 

passenger and goods trains and light engines passing through Redfern Tunnel to and from tbe station and .Darling Harbour 
was 561, and the number during the busiest hour was forty-five. On last Eight-hour holiday the number of trains 
increased to 701, and the number during the busiest hour of the day was lifty-two.

_ Statement No. 2 shows that the number of through and suburban-passenger trains in and out of Redfern during an 
ordinary day was 324. Of this number thirty-eight were dealt with, iu the busiest hour of the day. The



139

P.OVAT, COMMISSION ON CITY BAILWAY EXTENSION—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE. 17

The number of througb and bLiIrnrhan-passenger trains passing through the tunnel in and out of Redfern on last Right- J. I’arry. 
hour holiday, 5tli October, IS9G, was 476, and the greatest number during an hour of the busiest time was thirty-seven. r—■

The number of trains and engines shown as arriving and departing, however, does not represent the work done iu 24Feb., 1S97. 
the passenger yard, as a large proportion of tho passenger trains imiving have to lie drawn out from the platforms and 
shunted to liberate the engines which biought them in, or to place the cars at other platforms to form other trains. There 
is also a great deal of shunting of the engines to keep them out of the way of incoming and outgoing passenger trains, as 
there are no refuge sidings between the platforms oi the main running lines to allow of the engines being readily shunted 
clear to take water or stand while other trains arrive and depart; nor are there any sidings between or handy to the 
platforms where spare coaches can stand, so as to be readily available to strengthen traius, and considerable shunting across 
the main running lines is occasioned to get to the cariiage sidings.

Ihe distance between the ends of the passenger platfoi ms and the junctions of the goods yard and the Rarlieg Harbour 
branch with the main passenger lines is much too short, and frequently causes delay to shunting operations, both in the 
passenger yard, the goods yard, and to the goods trains on the branch. The arrangement of the points and crossings is also 
unsuitable to conduct the traffic satisfactorily in consequence of the limited length, and being hummed in by the Darling 
Harbour branch, tho yard having been added to, piecemeal, from time to time.

The sidings between Darling Harbour branch and Mortuary fur storing carriages necessitate trains of cars to be 
shunted through the tunnel in the face of the incoming passenger trains when drawing tho empty trains out of the sidings 
to set back into the passenger platforms, besides blocking goods traffic on the bianch while the shunting is lieing done.

' PloJ/nrina,
There are thirteen platform-roads (including the two recently constructed), but of these, two, viz., Nos. 4 and 7, are 

useless for trains to arrive at or depart from, they being only 173 feet and 233 feet long in the clear respectively. Nos. 9 
and 10 platforms are also much too short lo accommodate ordinary seven-car trains without fouling other roads, 
they being only 313 feet, and 24S feet long in tlio clear, whereas the length of a seven-ear train with engine is 410 feec 
and 424 feet long, according to the class of engine, and it is frequently necessary lo run trains up to nmc cars, tho length 
of which is about 030 feet, and on holidays it would be au advantage to run even up to twelve cars at times, the length 
of same including engine being GSD feet. *

The lengths in the clear of the eight platforms, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 5, G, S, and A and B, are us follows, viz., Nos. 
1 and 2, 4G!) feet each ; Nos. 3 and G, 624 feet each ; No. S, 40.1) feet; A, 486 feet: li, 482 feet; so that it will be soon that 
only Nos. 5 and 6 platform-roads will hold trains of moie than eight ears and engine clear of other roods. Much difficulty' 
is, therefore, experienced at holiday7 times by traius standing on one line blocking the entrance to other roads.

None of the platforms are provided with roofing or awning sufficient to admit of passengers' luggage and parcels of 
long country trains being discharged under cover, and in wet weather this gives rise to complaints.

Main-fntrmct Platform.
_ The end platform at the front of the station is most inconvenient and too narrow. There are no means of keening 
it clear of persons who arc not travellers, but who congregate and stand about blocking the way and inconveniencing 
passengers. Passengers arriving and departing meet each other on this narrow platform, which at busy times becomes so 
congested that the jwrters and officers are unable without much difficulty7 to pass along from one platform to another, and 
it is only with tho greatest difficulty and risk to paaseugeis that parcels and luggage barrows can be got through.

203'. Mr. JToskvns^\ Is not that the fault of the railway officials;—cannot they prevent stragglers and 
idlers walking about the end platform ? ]t is all open, and if an officer spoke to a stranger and he said, 
“ 1 am going away by the train and am going io get a ticket,” you could do nothing with him. T tried 
energetically once to deal with those people, but 1. found that f had to drop hack ; you cannot deal with 
flicm. It is the same with the latrines ; the building is frequently filled with loafers who simply go there 
lo use the place—they are not passengers, but wc cannot challenge them as it is impossible to ask every man 
who goes there, 11 \V hat brings you here ; have you a tiekot 1 ” You may possibly challenge one who had 
a ticket; you cannot demand to see their tickets before going in,
21)5. President.'] Will you now resume the reading of your statement? Yes.

The approach from the streets to this platform also involves much inconvenience and risk to passengers in crossing 
tho main cab approach.

Cloak-room.
Tins room is too small, most inconveniently7 situated, and gives rise to much irritation to passengers at busy7 times. 

On one of the recent busy days no less than about 1,335 to 1,500 different parcels were dealt with by passengers depositing 
and calling for same. A great proportion of these parrels were dealt with between tlio busy hours of morning and evening, 
ami although the maximum number of men who could work in the space were employed, still delay to passengers could not 
be avoided.

Parrel* Otftre.
The Parcels office is small, and the cart approach to same is too contracted in space to admit of a sufficient number 

of carts to draw up to tile platform to deliver and receive parcels duiing busy times, and delay to carts takes place in 
consequence. The difficulty of conveying the parcels ou harrows to and from the trains through the crowds of people on 
tbe end platfonn is very great.

Jtefrcshinent-room.
The present room is much too small and inconvenient, both from a public and Departmental point of view.

29G. Mr. Jtolcris.] Have you a record of the number of passengers carried on Eight-hour Day ? No ; 
I njn unable to give the number of passengers carried into Sydney on that day.
297. You have, I think, a. record of the number carried on an ordinary day ? T obtained it simply by 
counting the passengers in the trains, I had special officers out to count the passengers as the trains 
were coming in. My opinion is that ou the last Eight-hour Day we dealt with about 100,000 
passengers,—50,000 in, and 50,000 out.
298. How would that compare with tho traffic on an ordinary day? That would be about 150 per cent, 
more. On an ordinary day the total number arriving in Sydney would be, approximately, about 20,000.
299. Pros/,dent.] Nine-tenths of that number would bo suburban passengers ? More than that. '
300. Will you ascertain what proportion are suburban passengers, and what proportion are long-distance 
passengers ? I will get the information, approximately.
301. Would there he 20,000 passengers in and 20,000 out? 20.000 passengers in, and approximately
the same number out. J
302. Mr. Hoskins.] Have they not some arrangement in Victoria at the railway stations by which they 
do not allow persons not going by train to go on a platform unless they get a special ticket? I believe 
that is so, and we do so here as far a-s possible. Eor instance, we do not allow people to go on No. 3 
platform unless they havo either a railway ticket or a platform ticket, because we are able to fence off 
that platform and put a man at the gate ; but tho end platform, where the cabs approach, we are unable 
to fence off, and in consequence of the refreshment-room being on No. 5 platform we are unable to fence that off.
303. Mr. Lee.] The chief trains start from that platform ? Yes.

26—C SOD
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y- 304. Tou do place a barrier across tliat platform when the principal trains are starting ? On the tunnel
■'■'V side of the refreshment room we do for the mail trains only. _ _
i®®'- 305. The inconvenience to the working of the Department is not caused by the influx of loafers, but 

because the station is too small to give egress and ingress to the passengers ? The difiiculty of keeping 
people clear of the main entrance platform and the space is too small. Heferring to the plan of the new 
station, you will see that no one will be able to pass on to the general platform, which is 57 feet wide, 
w-ithout obtaining a ticket; the whole of the people coming in with tickets will go on to the general 
platform, and everyone who wishes to go on to another platform from the main platfonn will have to 
show his ticket to a porter, and the tickets will be chocked to see that the people go to their proper trains. 
The main platform will be fenced off from the other platforms,
30(1. The whole of the station will be absolutely under the control of the officers ? Tes.
307. And they will be able to control the traffic which they are unable to do now? Tes.
30S. jS’o ordinary alteration of tbe present station would enable you to do that ? You would have to take in 
Devonshire-street to make the alteration necessary to the present station and then it would be defective. 
300. President^ You could lengthen the platform too ? Tes; but after you have improved the entrance 
to the station the question of safe working will arise.
310. It is the yard behind the station which becomes the trouble then ? Yes.
311. The extreme length you gain is 1.2 chains, that is twelve carriages? Even then it is inconvenient to 
have the general waiting-room, the ladies’ waiting-room, the refreshment-room, and all other buildings on 
these two platforms between iNo. 3 and No. 5, and Xo. 6 and No. 3.
312. Where are you going to put tho buildings in the new station ? In the front.
313. Why cannot you put these buildings in the front too ? Even then it means remodelling the whole of 
the portion of the yard between tbe platform and the tunnel. Supposing you take up all tbe sidings you 
will not have room enough. Even supposing you extended the platforms for a considerable distance north, 
yon would not have room between the ends of the platforms and the tunnel junction to make a proper and 
convenient passenger yard.
31-1. Supposing it were possible to move Kedfern Station up bodily, how much room would you require 
between the tunnel and the southern end of tho platforms to give you room for a suitable yard ? The 
plan of the new station shows the way in which you got proper arrangement's in for working the trains. 
It is about 1,000 feet. "
315. II .ow far from the turning shown on that plan would be the southern end of the proposed station 
in Park-street? About 1,200 feet,
31G. The station proper is 1,200 feet long? 1,200 feet from the outside of the shunting-points to the 
southern end of the platform.
317. How far is it from the tunnel in Kedfern yard to the southern end of the present station? About 
0S0 feet.
318. Therefore, it is 220 feet shorter than you believe is necessary ? More than that, because, as you
will see, the goods branch to Darling Harbour joins the main rung lines about 240 feet back from the 
mouth of the tunnel and this restricts your yard space to the north of the tunnel. .
319. But supposing that this point were brought nearer the tunnel, iu shunting your carriages into and 
from the platforms you would have a considerable amount of shunting into the tunnel again ? You 
would have trains shunting through the tunnel iu drawing out and setting back.
320. Your first objection is that it is too short by 220 feet ? The distance is too short.
32.1. Will you now explain how the goods line turning off into Darling Harbour further blocks tbe yard? 
Inasmuch as the goods trains passing to and from the Darling Harbour branches have to travel on these 
passengers lines up to that distance.
322. Mr. Hoskins] And have to cross the arrival passenger lines ? Yes; the arrival and departure 
a great deal.
323. ilfr. Humphery] Tour calculation is that 980 feet, less 240 feet, which is taken up by tbe approach 
to Darling Harbour, would be available in Kedfern yard as compared with 1,200 in the new station ? 
Between the southern end of the old platform and the tunnel we havo only 9(JO feet, but that space is 
further restricted by this Darling Harbour branch which joins the passenger lines 240 feet back from the 
tunnel. That gives us a space of 720 feet.
324. President] Would it be possible to cheaply devise any scheme by which the yard could be
lengthened towards the south ? I do not think so.' '
325. Did you ever look at it carefully? Yes. It would mean an enormous cost in land resumptions.
32(5. You have no land there? Practically none, I think, that would be of any use; it would have to be resumed.
327. Mr. Lee] Is it possible to devise a scheme to widen the tunnel by taking land on tbe eastern side
and utilising Prince Alfred Park; if that were done, would it give the relief which is desired ? It would 
mean an enormous cost in land resumptions. ’
328. President] Can you get 1,200 feet to the soutli of the present platforms along the main line;—is 
there no way by which you can devise it at all ? I would not like to suggest it.
329. Supposing it is suggested, have you any idea of what it would cost ? No.
330. The crucial thing is not the station itself, but tbe yard behind the station, and you state that you 
want 1,200 feet;—will yon be good enough to explain why you cannot get 1,200 feet to the south of the 
station ? J believe the tunnel would come practically in the middle of your yard, and 1 do not think you 
would get the height and that it would cause a considerable alteration of the streets to get depth for girders 
which would span over a sufficient width to admit of a clear space for these additional roads and sidings 
necessary to widen the yard out. Assuming fora moment that it is possible to extend tho yard in a southerly 
direction with tho large number of trains we have coming in day by day, amounting on an ordinary day to 
500 or COO, besides the enormous amount of shunting going on continually during the day the inconvenience 
it would cause would be such that it would be almost impracticable to carry out the alterations in that 
direction so as to provide a proper station.
331. Will you prepare a statement showing the reasons why it is not possible to extend tbe yard 
to the south? I would suggest that it is purely an engineering matter, and although I should be 
pleased to do anything you may wish I think the engineer would do it more readily and equally well. 
If you ask me from a traffic point of view whether it is feasible to extend the station in that direction, I 
would strongly urge that it should not bo done because of the enormous inconvenience which must of

necessity



141

BOYAL COMMISSION ON CITY RAILWAY EXTENSION—MINCISS OF EVIEENCE, 19

necessity arise to the general public to say nothing of tho risk attendant in carrying out Iho works in 
the middle ot so much traffic. Assuming for a moment, for the purpose of argument, that it is possible 
to extend tho yard in a southerly direction and got the required yard accommodation you will see 
that the platforms shown on this plan of the existing station have only two roads between them, 
that is, one tor each as a main arrival and departure road. There is no third road between these 
platforms, and therefore, every train which runs into the platfonn must, of necessity, ho drawn out 
before the engine can be liberated; whereas, if we had a central independent road, between these 
platform roads, a train would run into the platform, the engine could cut off, cross over to tho middle 
road, and run back to the southern end of the train and couple on, and thus save an enormous amount of 
shunting. A second train could arrive at the opposite platform, and its engine could be cut off and use 
the middle road in the same wav.

J. Parry.

24 Feb., 1897.

312. There .are only two roads between the platforms at Kedfern? Not more than two, and in some 
cases only one.
333. A,on regard that as a salient defect, which you cannot get over? It is a very serious defect in a 
terminal staiion, where so many suburban trains are arriving and departing. If vou will refer to the plan 
ot the now station you will see that that great defect is obviated by having a middle line. That will do 

■away with an enormous amount of shunting. It is a most important point to have three roads between’' 
tho platforms for suburban traffic.
331. j\[r. Hoskins.'} I believe yon despatch the express train to Melbourne from ono of tbe western plat
forms? Prom No. 5.
333. You have another platform still further to the west? Yes.
33G. TA hen you are despatching tho Melbourne express from No. 5 platform, or when you arc despatch
ing trains from the more western platforms, each train has to cross over the arrival line to get on to the 
departure line at tho end of tho platform ? The Melbourne express starts from No. 5 platform.
337. It has to cross over the arrival line? No, it runs straight away on the same line.
33S. But some trains departing from the western platforms have to cross over the arrival road lo get on 
to the departure road if they are going to the south ? But when you come to the mouth as it were of a 
large terminal station like Sydney you abandon your arrival and departure roads, because trains when 
they arrive at tbe entrance to the yard simply branch off so that you can run them into any platform.
339. There would bo no danger if the trains were diverted from the main road on to a siding parallel with 
tho arrival main road ; but supposing that they have to be taken across an armnl road is there no danger 
of a collision occurring ? There should be no danger because tho lines would be properly signalled, and 
if a train were departing from ono road, and in order to get on to its proper departure road it had to cross 
an arrival road, the signals controlling tho trains on the arrival road would of necessity be at danger and 
if tbe drivers observed these signals there would be no risk of a collision. ■
310. To ensure a prevention of accidents it is necessary that the driver of an arrival train should be 
exceedingly careful to look at the signals, and the signalman must bo careful to see that tho trains arc 
jiroperly signalled ? Yes. "
341. Is it not unusual at a railway terminus in Europe or Great Britain for traius leaving a station 
loaded with passengers to have to cross a road on which passenger trains are arriving very frequently ? 
No; it is the usual arrangement in terminal stations. At the Liverpool-street terminus, one of the 
most modern stations in Loudon, you would find that existing there in just the same way.
3-12. d hat is to say, that outward trains cross the arrival train roads with great impunity? Yes, because 
to conduct a large traffic you must of necessity be able to run the arrival trains to any platform, and 
also to start trains from any platform to either of the departure roads,
343. Is it not a fact that trains are sent into sidings from the main departure roads where they do not have 
to cross other roads ? No ; it is the usual thing at a terminal station to work in that wav. Supposing a 
train was brought into a platform on tho west; if it was started with passengers from a platform on the 
west, it would have to cross the arrival road to get on the departure road ; but supposing it does not depart 
from the platform the engine would still have to draw tho coaches out to cross the arrival road in order 
to place them on some other road to enable them to be put in position for tho train to start from another 
platform road which docs not cross an arrival road, so the coaches would have to cross the arrival road 
any way.
344. If there is a minimum of danger of trains not coming into collision by crossing roads on which other 
trains come in, how is it that the last accident happened at Kedfern Station ? That was purely because 
the driver started without, his signal being lowered; the signal stood at danger, and if the driver had 
waited until the arm fell nothing could have happened because the incoming train itself locked the levers 
so that the man could not pull rhe signal down while the train was coming in.
o45. Is it proposed, do you know, at the new station cither at Park-street or at the Benevolent Asylum 
site that tho trains shall be so arranged and ordered as they are now, that trains from one side of the lino 
shall cross over the arrival roads or other roads coming in in an opposite direction? Of course in tho 
arrangement of the station every effort is made to prevent that as much as possible ; but in order to get 
tho maximum work from tho station it must of necessity be that trains will cross each other as you say. 
34(i. If the railway is extended to Park-street, will there not be less probability of trains having to cross 
other lines where engines or trucks are being moved about and ■where there is a possibility of a collision 
taking place ? There would be very much less liability, because you would remove a very large amount of 
the shunting across the running lines which has to be done at Kedfern Station.

THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, 25 FEBRUARY, 1S97.
JJrTScut:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President.)
Tiic Hon. Eredeuick Thomas Hummiery, M.L.C. John Lionel Ekoan, Esq,, M.P.
The Hon. .Tames Hoskins, M.L.C. Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. Charles James Eorerts, C.M.G-., M.L.C. George Black, Esq.,^M.P. ^
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P. EranC!S Augustus 'Weight, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P. Ekank Earnell, Esq., M.P.

John Parry, Outdoor Trade Superintendent of Southern Lines, Department of Itaihvays, further
examined:— .

J. Parry. 347. President.'] You desire to make one or two statements pertinent to your last examination? In
---- \ regard to your inquiry as to the proportion of long-distance passengers who arrive at Bedfern per

25 Feb., 1807. day, I have ascertained that the number of through passengers on an ordinary day would be, approximately, 
about 1,800—that is. from stations south of Catnpbelltown, west of Penrith, north of Hornsby, and south 
of Sutherland. 1 simply took tho trains, counted the passengers, and averaged the number, as I have no 
means of getting at tho exaet number without counting tho passengers. 1 have based these figures on 
the passengers coming in on a Monday. On oilier days tho number wouid be slightly less perhaps, 
but it is tbe maximum traffic which we have to deal with, and which causes the inconvenience. _
34S, Hr. Lee.'] You have special excursion trains at intervals through the year winch bring in many 
passengers ? We run special excursion trains from the country to Sydney once a month, and sometimes 
oftencrj and on these days have brought in as many as from 1,1.00 to 1,200 passengers from the south, I 
suppose from 1,200 to 1,300. or even more, from the west, and fiOO or 700 irom tho north. Then, I suppose, 
on some occasions we would get equal to five or six.of these cheap excursions coming in on tbe same day.
349. Then the capacity of the station is very much taxed ? Yes. On last. Christmas Lve, for instance,
from nearly 4’30p.m. to 6'30 p.m. it was with the greatest difficully the passengers could move about on 
the end platform next to Devonshire-street, and it was next to impossible to get the luggage and parcels 
barrows through the crowd. I was there, and 1 walked backwards and forwards with the object of seeing 
what more I could do to distribute the passengers. Wc had special transit officers to regulate the cab 
traffic and the vans, but even then we were unable to control the traffic properly. _
350. Mr. Fegan.] Not with a double shift ot men ? Not with a double shift of men on the station. A
cab, for instance, would drive up to the station with a passenger and say two portmanteaus_ to go to tho 
south ; a porter would take hold of the portmanteaus, and then lose his passenger, and it would be a 
very long time before be would be able to get through the crowd and return to take another passenger s 
luggage. It was duo to the porters not being able to get about the platforms. Although we had a double 
shift on, and an extra staff as well, still we were not able to keep down complaints in consequence of not 
being able to move about and properly supervise the traffic on the platform. ... .
351. Mr. Hoskins.] Surely these difficulties occur on stations in England during holiday times? During
holiday times, unless you have very ample room, you do get difficulties, but I do not think they are any
thing compared to what wc get at Redfern Station in consequence of the defective design and arrangements 
at that end. . ,
352. President A We wish to know the number of suburban passengers per day, speaking approximately;
is it 18,200 ? The traffic fluctuates, but I think the estimate of suburban passengers from stations up to 
Catnpbelltown and Penrith, Sutherland and Waterfall at 18,200 a day it would not be far out. .
353. The figures you have given in regard to passengers and trains show that the suburban traffic is tho
real weight of tbe whole business ? Yes. ,
35-1'. That is really what provision requires to be made for ? The suburban together with the through traffic. 
355. Hr. Hoskins.] Do you not think that in any arrangements which might be made for traffic at a head 
station here the suburban traffic should be separated from tho long-distance traffic ? No ; my very strong 
opinion is that the whole should be dealt with at one central station.
35G. President.] TV hat are the other statements you wish to make? The number of through trains 
arriving here on a Monday is about fifteen ; but that number, of course, is increased when we are running 
cheap excursion trains and on holidays. On last Eight-hour Day the number of through trains arriving 
in Svdnoy was about twenty-six—a very considerable increase on the ordinary number. On that particular 
morning tbe traius would be made up to the maximum load of the engines, which makes the traius very 
long, and therefore they cannot bo accommodated at short platforms. Both in tho busy hours of the 
morning and in the busv hours of the evening the shunting staff in the station-yard are taxed to their 
utmost to get thfe trains in and send the trains out without causing delays. Prequently incoming traius 
have to stand outside the station-yard before they can get a platform clear, or the shunting-road or the 
main lines clear from shunting, to get to their platforms. All these cases come before me where delay takes 
place through trains being blocked outside tbe station-signals. I look into the causes of the delays, and 
1 am quite satisfied that although the shunting staff do their very best to get trains through it is impossible 
to avoid delays to trains at the signals during busy times. ... c
357. Is there anything else you wish to state? As regards the information asked for of the tonnage ot 
goods arriving at Darling Harbour, and what proportion is for shipment and what proportion for local 
distribution, the Secretary to the Railway Commissioners baa arranged for Mr. Harper to appear before 
the Commission. You also wished me to speak to Mr. Deane as to what were the objections to extending the 
station in a southerly direction. 1 have spoken to Mr. Deane, and he will be prepared to give you further 
information. J. have also seen the Secretary to the Railway Commissioners on the question as to whether 
or not any plan has been prepared for extending tho branch to Darling Harbour further south, so as to 
keep clear of Redfern yard, and he has promised to look the matter up and see if there are any plans. 
35S. Supposing Redfern Station were removed, would you be able to deal easily with all the goods you have 
going down to Darling Harbour on the present track ? Yes, as far as tbe branch itself is concerned.
359. Taking it for granted that Redfern becomes satisfactory, either by removal to the north or by 
extension to the south, would you be able to work the traffic down to Darling Harbour without any

■ trouble ? Yes. so far as tho branch is concerned.■ ‘ ' ' 3G0.
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3G0. Could you work twice tlie traffic without any trouble? As far as tho branch is concerned I consider J- Parry.
3G1. Could you do four times tho amount of work? t would require to consider that matter. But ^ 
supposing that we got fourfold tho traffic, the only difficulty would be in crossing the main lines, and 
bringing it over the main suburban lines. It would not affect Eodfern station in the least if the junction 
were sufficiently far from the shunting-yard.
3G2. Mr. Lee,?A At the present time you get over the difficulty to some degree by running the goods 
traffic in at night when there is little suburban traffic to he dealt with ? Yes; we could accommodate an 
enormous increase of goods traffic.
3(33. Without interfering with the passenger traffic? Yes.
3G4. Ilo you remember tliat the congestion in Kedfern yard has come about during the last three or four 
years? Ho; it has been a source of complaint from the lime 1 can remember. In 1SS1 I interlocked 
Kedfern yard, and Ihe cry was almost as great then as it is now in regard to not being able to deal with 
the trains. Temporary alterations were made and additions given which provided for the circum
stances, not perfectly, but so that they could get along. Again a further extension was made between 
18SG and 1887. Then again the Commissioners, after they took office, made further extensive alterations 
to bring tbe four lines direct into tbe station, by which an enormous amount of crossing and rccrossing of tho 
lllawarra. 1 rains across the main line trains and the main line trains across theTllawarra trains was obviated,
305. I wish to know whether the quadrupling of the suburban lines has led to further complication in 
Kedfern yard ? Ho, it simplified it.
3GG. It involved the construction of more points in crossing the lines? Yes; but before the four 
lines were extended to the platforms the lllawarra trains joined the suburban line at tlio tunnel—all the 
traffic, from the lllawarra line and from the mam suburban line, simply came on to two roads there 
They bad to cross each other’s track at ihe tunnel, and after doing that they had to cross each other’s 
track going into the various platforms at the station. Then, instead of the traffic on the four lines having 
to go on two lines, and then branching out again, tho Commissioners extended four lines straight away 
to the platform, which enabled the lllawarra trains to come into the station direct, and go away direct, 
thereby minimising crossing of the main suburban lines.
307. The additional line outside has not led to any complication inside the yard, but, on the contrary, has 
made the working of the traffic tlierc easier ? Yes.
308. And the congestion arises from one cause, and that is the increase of traffic? Yes.
3Gf). Will it be possible, by tlio resumption of land, to extend the Kedfern yard ? I have thought over 
this question since J was last before the Commission, and my own opinion is that it is practically 
impossible to extend tho existing yard and make anything like a satisfactory arrangement.
37U. I suppose if tbe line were brought into the city, Redfern station would become a suburban station— 
an outer city station? Yes, it could be made a very good intermediate suburban station.
371. You admit that a shift has to be made,—do you think it will be more desirable in the interests of the
railway traffic to go on to Park-street than to stay at Devonshire-street ? 1 think it would be better to
go on to King-street; but failing that ] am strongly in favour of going lo Park-street.
372. Yon think a station at Park-street or at King-street is preferable to a station at Devonshire-street?
Tes.
373. It means a certain amount of cost and inconvenience to go 150 yards from Kedfern to Devonshire- 
street? Yes.
37d. The additional facilities to Sydney people will be nil ? Exactly.
375. It wmiild bo no more inconvenient to city people to be put out at Kedfern than at Devonshire-street 
—would it not bo better to bring them straight into tbe city at once ? I say decidedly yes t and, further 
than that, it the railway were extended to Park-street or King-street, in my opinion the traffic would 
increase enormously, for I have no doubt many business men at the northern end of the city do not go out 
to live on the lllawarra or suburban line, or on tho north coast line, because theyT have to take an omnibus 
or tram to reach the station. As omnibuses are not very reliable, they have to leave a margin of time to 
get the omnibus, and leave a margin of time at tbe station, in order to catch tbe train. There is not 
tbe slightest doubt but that from ton minutes to a quarter of an hour, or even more lime is lost 
by a business man in getting from this end of tho city to Redfern and catching the train ; whereas if he 
could get into his train at King-street, knowing exactly when his train would start, he would just leave 
himself sufficient time to allow him to jump into his train, and it would not take more than three or four 
minutes to go between Kedfern and the citv.
370.^ How will tbe railway faro belivecn Park-street and Kedfern compare with the tram fare and the 
omnibus fare ? I understand that the Commissioners proposed to charge a fare of Id. single and 2d. 
ret urn, 2nd class.
377. Unless the charge is made equivalent to the fare charged by the Iranis and omnibuses, would there not
be a danger of a number of the suburban passengers leaving the train at Kedfern station and availing 
themselves of the trains and omnibuses? The fare would not exceed Id. 2nd class single, and 2d. 1st 
class single, 3d. 1st class return, and 2d. second return. ’
378. That would be less than the street rates? Yes. As regards season-ticket holders, tkeir charges 
would be almost infinitesimal per day.
370. A large proportion of the suburban fares arc collected in the form of season tickets ? Yes, very 
largely.
380. Does not that very largely facilitate the working of the railway traffic ? It saves an immense amount 
of trouble for passengers to show their passes instead of tendering tickets. With a seasou-ticket a man 
is saved the trouble of going to tbe ticket-office every day to get a ticket.
381. You arc clearly of opinion that the traffic must increase if the railway system is brought into tho
city ? I am dearly of opinion that the traffic would increase very largely, and that residents who now live 
in the eastern suburbs and who have to eomc by tram and omnibus would take tho railway to the western 
suburbs. “
382. I suppose tbe Commissioners do not contemplate any branch line for the western side of the city for
passenger traffic ? Hot to my knowledge. '
383. Mr. JfQ$kina.'\ Have you c\ er thought of this view: to make a large station suitable for all requirments 
of the railway on the site of tho Kcnovolent Asylum, Carter's Barracks, and the Cemetery, and to extend

two,
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J. Firry, two, throe, or four lines with n. small station at the terminus for the suburban traffic, and to have tbe 
through traffic at the terminus I spoke of, seeing that a large number of the passengers who come from 

•25 Feb., 1897. long distances do not make for the offices in the northern part of the city, hut have their business in all 
parts of the city or go out to the eastern suburbs? 1 cannot say that I have given much consideration to 
that view. In my opinion it would lead eventually to complaints and inconvenience. _
:J84. You would have plenty of room for shunting on the site I spoke of? Yes; hut we bring a largo 
number of suburban passengers in in some of our through trains. For instance, the Penrith train in tho 
morning will pick up 100 or more suburban passengers at Strath field, and that train will require 1 o go down 
to the city, because practically it is then a suburban train. So that to be satisfactory there would not really 
be many trains left at Kedfern if you brought all the trains that carried suburban passengers down to tbe 
city. i _ _
385. I asked that question for this reason: if a large central station were made with sidings and every
accommodation, on land resumed at that particular place, very little compensation would have to he paid 
by the Government, but directly you extended the line further if you wanted a large station in town even, 
though you did take a portion of Hyde Park you would siill have a lot of laud resumptions? I should 
still consider it worth tho effort to get a city station. t
386. .President!] You promised yesterday to ascertain the smallest area on which such suburban traffic as 
is required to come to Sydney could be worked ? I have thought that matter over, but I am not in a 
position, now to stato what area will he able to accommodate the suburban traffic as purely separated from 
the ordinary traffic, because it would require very careful consideration as to what was country traffic and 
what was suburban traffic,

' 387. bio goods traffic would go down ? Ho. , _
388. What area will bo required to work all the rest of your traffic? .1 prefer not to express au opinion 
at this moment; I could only give a very rough guess.
389. Would four or six lines be necessary to come in ? Four lines at the least. _
390. Suppose you bring in all the traffic how many lines would you require? We should require six
lines. ’
391. Motive power becomes more powerful every year aud the tendency is to have longer platforms and 
to make bigger engines ? Until recent years one of our small engines, which ran the Melbourne express, 
would only haul right through to Goulburn about three vehicles,—that is, three of our ordinary lavatory 
type ; but the engine of to-day will haul six vehicles, so that the length of your train is doubled.
392. With a population growing, the tendency will be to have stronger engines and, therefore, longer 
traius? At race time tho length of our Melbourne train, including one engine, is about 587 feet. With 
our cheap excursion trains we use the ordinary old style of vehicle, and the length of an excursion train 
is about 540 feet. The platforms require to be long to accommodate trains of tliat length and to leave 
a little margin for coming and going.
393. We know pretty well what length of yard and width of platforms are required;—now, with six
platform lines, what width would you require to carry on the traffic ? .1 would like to have some time to
reflect before I answer the questwn, because it is purely a question of what we would consider suburban 
trains and through trains. _ _
394. Would the accommodation provided in Mr. Deane's plan of the proposed extension be sufficient to 
enable you to work your traffic ? I have seen the plan which Mr. Deane has submitted to the Commission, 
and 1 am of opinion that the accommodation provided is required now and that it will enable the 
traffic to be dealt with for a very long time.

FRIDAY 26 FBBRUAllY, 1897.

S. E. 
Perdriau

2G Feb,, 1S97

JSrcsmt: —
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).

Charles Alered Lee, Esq., M.P. 
John Lionel Feoan, Esq.. M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Frank Parnell, Esq., M.P.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
Tbe Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The lion. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Stephen Edward Perdriau, surveyor, Department of Lands, sworn, and examined:—
395. President.] What position do you hold ? I am a surveyor in the Civil Service of the Colony.
396. You have prepared a description of tho foreshore of Sydney harbour ? I have.
397. Will you be good enough to read the description to the Commission ? It is as follows :—
Statement of 1.hc ownership and present occupation of the principal business portion of the water frontage of the City of 

Sydney, extending from Potts’ Point, Sydney, to Jones' Bay, Pyrmont, and illustrated by a map of Sydney.
Commencing at Potts’ Point, at the north-western comer of M'Quade’a land ; from this point, without any break, 

the Government are the owners of the foreshore extending along the whole of IVoolloomooloo Bay, the Domain. Airs. 
Maofjnaric’a Chair, tho Botanical Gardens, Farm Cove, Fort Macquarie, Sydney Cove, and Circular Quuy to the southern 
side of Dawes Buttery, u total length of about 16,460 feet.

Woolloo m om.oo Ha v.
The eastern foreshore of tills bay, from the above-mentioned commencing point at MUJuado's land, southerly to the 

eastern end of Cowper wharf at the head of the bay, waa resumed by Government for wharfage purposes on the 1st February, 
1890, at a cost of £172,275, the length resumed was about 1.350 feet, with an average width of about 200 feet, mid a total 
urea of 6 acres 3 roods 12 perches. This land is in course of development, and pile wharfs are being constructed to provide 
five broadside berths, eacli about 300 feet long, for uso principally for discharging timber and road met al. These wharfs 
will be approached landwards vin Cowper wharf, and the two at the inner end are to be available for use by about the 
middle of April next, By dredging the mud a depth of 28 feet of water at low tide will be obtained at these berths, and 
the whole of Woolloomuoloo Buy is gradually to be dredged lo that depth ; the work proceeding as the plant can be spared 
from more urgent work.

Comper Wharf.

Continuing westerly, Cowper wharf, about 1,400 feet long, with a jetty iu the middle about 260 feet long, occupies 
the head and south-western corner of WoollcomoolooBay, it is now used almost entirely for over-sea vessels, the Gulf Lino 
for example, cargo steamers of over 3,000 tons gross. These pay no rent for the wharf, but the dues colleetcd by Govern
ment under the Wharfage and Tonnage Act during 1S9G for Cowper wharf amounted to about £6,000; this includes £250 

- per
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per aummi for the tv/o slieds used fur wool-dumping, and situated at the western side, on what was formerly known as the S. It* 
Adniiralty wharf. It also includes the £115 per annum pair! by P. Ireland, waterman, for permission to occupy a small area Perdriau. 
having^a water frontage of about 16 feet adjoining the north-western end of Cowper wharf. /—\

The next occupation of the foreshore notherly is by the Health Department, about 370 feet, for a quarantine reserve 26Feb., 1897* 
or depdt; thence bordering the Outer Domain, tho remainder of the western side of the bay is used for men’s and women’s 
swimming baths, and rowing club aud otiier boat-sheds. This length, about 1,400 feet extends to what may be considered 
tlie outer limit of Woolloomooloo Bay, viz., the Domain footpath at tbe water’s edge immediately to the north of the 
Sydney Itowdng Club shed. Close to high-water mark along this 1,400 feet the water is shallow, but the soundings show a 
depth of about 18 feet to mud at low tide at a distance of about 200 feet off,
398. Mr, TLoikm&.l Have not. the corporation an engine shed thero? Tes ; but it is on Crown, land.

From the commencing point at M'Quade’s lo the said outer limit, tlie length of the foreshore of Woolloomooloo Bay 
is about 4,635 feet.
399. .President,] That is all available for wharf frontage if required? Tes.
400. Mr. Roberts.] Arc all tho baths tlie property of the Crown? The structures themselves arc not the 
property of the Crown ; but the laud on which they stand is Crown land.

From the commencing point at M'Quade's to tlie said outer limit, the length of the foreshore of Woolloomooloo Bay 
is about 4,535 feet, or the same length as a straight line in Darling Harbour, drawn from the north-western corner of the 
Australian Das Company’s wharf through Pyrmont Bridge to the toot of Bathurst-streel.

Watku Frontage of the Outer Domain and Botanical Gardens, Farm Cove.
Continuing from the Sydney Bowing Club shed, the foreshore, being tliat of the Outer Domain and the Botanical 

Gardens, about 0,200 feet in length, is used exclusively for public recreation, and for the greater part is delimited by an 
ornamental atone sea-wall. Skirting the peninsula, at the end of which is Mrs. Macquarie’s Chair, it extends along the 
head and western side of Farm Cove (emhracing the 200 feet length let to F. Cavil], on lease for baths, at a rental of £20 
per annum) to the gate of tlie Botanical Gardens, at the southern end of tlie road lying between Government House grounds 
and the sea-wall. The depth of water at 150 feet out from higli water-mark, on that part lying between the Sydney 
Rowing Glut) shed and Mi's. Macquarie’s Chair, is from 20 to 31 feet, to mud at low tide. Thence along the remainder of 
tho (1,200 feet the water is shallow close to the sea-wall of Farm Cove, hut in the middle of the cove there is a depth of 
from 16 to 36 ft. at low tide. Borings have not been taken in tiiis cove to test the depth of the mud.

At and near Fort Macquarie.
From tlie said gale northerly, and again westerly, the sea-wall is continued along high-water mark bounding, en 

route, the road Sast referred to and tho reclaimed and level land of Fort Macquarie peninsula, a distance of about 1,680 feet 
to tlio North Sydney horse ferry dock. The fort of course is obsolete ; aud no practical use, but for public recreation, is made 
of this 1,680 feet, with the exception of the four small portions occupied respectively by the Men of War jetty, the water
man’s boat dock, tlie jetty lor shipment of explosives, and tlie largo sewer at the northern extremity of the point. The 
water is very shallow at pieces along this wall. At a distance of 100 feet out it varies from .13 feet to 20 feet in depth at 
low tide, and borings at that distance out, recently made along a considerable length at the north-eastern corner of the point, 
siiow rock bottom at about 13 feet from low tide level.

Cnmm.Ajt Quav.
b rom the North Shore horse ferry dock at the outer end of Sydney Cove, south-westerly, lie, in the order mentioned, 

the berths of tlie mail steamers of the Peninsula and Oriental Co., Messagerles Mali times Cie., and the Orient Co., a 
length in all of about ],.i00 feet, commanding the depth common to all the berths for over-sea vessels at the Circular Quay, 
viz., 28 feet at low tide. From the Orient Co.’s wharf, the remaining berth, about 500 feet long, extending to the floating 
jetty at tho foot of Phillip-strect, is occupied by ships and steamers promiscuously, bringing general cargo and shipping 
wool and other Colonial produce.

The floating jetty is used for the casual requirements of harbour steamers carrying principally excursionists ; and 
thence -westerly the whole of the head of the Cireular Quay to the site of tho old Queen’s Wharf, at Pitt-strcet north, about 
680 feet is occupied by passenger jetties, and with the exoeptions of tlie Princes’ Stairs, located about tlie centre of the 
Quay, and tho jetty immediately to tlie east of same, the jetties are let at fixed rentals to the ferry companies, viz.,
Hutson's Hay Co,, Manly Beach Co., and the North Shore Ferry Co., who oeeupy the two most westerly jetties. On the 
western side of tile Quay considerable improvements have recently been e.ffeeted in the erection of new wharfs and sheds, 
aud others are in progress. The most southerly berth, about 460 feet long, is occupied by tho Nord-Dcutsciior-Lloyd lino 
of steamers. It was here that thcGcnnau steamer “ Friedrich dor Grosse, of 10,000 tons burden, was berthed, the largest 
steamer that ever came south of the line. The next berth northerly, about 440 feet long, is under improvement in prepara
tion for tlie Kastcrn aud Australian line of steamers which now berth at Smith’s Wharf, Miller's Point.

The third and most northerly long broadside berth on this side of the Quay, about 409 feet in length, is occupied by 
the Gcrmnn-Australiun line of steamers. This berth, together with the 550 feet (about) iu continuation north-westerly, 
comprised the frontage of the A.U.S.N. Co.'s bind, which was resumed by Government in October, 1887, at a cost of 
£275,000. Two jetties, one of which is 400 feet long, and used by tho Port Dine and other vessels for general cargo, extend 
into the Cove from the last-doseribed frontage ; and this adjoins on the south the 120 feet now used to berth the Marine 
Board launches and other harbour steamers of tbe Government, reaching to tlie southern side of Dawes Battery. This 
land, having 120 feet frontage to the water and about 275 depth and 75 feet frontage to Georgc-street North, was pur
chased by Government on the Sfch of October, 1887, for £29.000,

The total length of frontage to the Circular Quay, from the horse-ferry dock to Dawes Battery, is about 5,045 feet.
401. President^] What is the length of water frontage from the northern end of the Botanic Gardens to
the horse-ferry dock ? About 1,080 feet. .

The average earnings for each of the seven long bertha at, the quav, four of which are on the eastern and three on 
the western side, was about £4,500 for the year 1S9G. ’

1 Dawes Battery.
Dawes Battery at Dawes Point and the smaller area of land westward of Goorge-strcet north, whereon the Artillery 

Barracks and public baths are erected, is held under lease at a nominal rental by the Government of New South Wales 
from the Imperial Government, who are the owners by deed issued to the Ordnance Department. The total water 
frontage is about 1,980 feet. A proposed exchange, which will in all probability be effected, cedes this land to the 
Colonial Government. '
402. What proposal do you refer to ? There has been a proposal made that all the property held here 
by tho Imperial Government shall bo ceded to this Government, with the exception of Garden Island, 
and they leave it to tho generosity of the Government to purchase Admiralty House for them at 
North Shore.
403. Can we take it for granted that the 1,980 feet of water frontage you mentioned will become the 
property of the Colony in the future ? I got that information from the Chief Surveyor, who has gone into 
the matter fully, and knows the details of the proposal.

The Associated Wharfs. ’
t These aro of course private property, except where the reclaimed land has not been purchased from tho Crown.

Commencing with 'Walker's wharf, at the Artillery Barracks above referred to, they extend westerly aud round Miller's 
Point, aud thence south-easterly, finishing with Dibbs’wharf at Clyde-strect, a total length of about 4,370 feet. These

have
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S. li. have thirty-lhree bertha in all, and ate known as the bank wharfs. Circular Quay being the front wharf. The gradients of 
Perdriau. the roads of access to these wharfs are very steep, varying from 1 in 10£ to 1 in 15. Ships and steamers berth hero, bringing

^——a. general cargo from England and the Continent, and taking in wool and other colonial produce. There are large wool stoics
36 Feb., 1897, on nearly all these wharfs, notably at the Centra!, Dalgety's, and llibbs', and since the increased measure ot fieetrude in 

the fiscal policy of the Colony, some of the buildings formerly used as bonded stores are also available for wool, &c. The 
wharfs are associated to prevent undue competition for business among their owners, also so that vessels consigned to any 
proprietor in tlio Association can berth at any wharf that may happen to bo vacant at tlie time of their arrival. All the 
berths are valued by tbe Association, and tho wharfages collected by the Secretary, and dividends jn-o rata are distributed 
at intervals throughout the year. Except duiing tho wool season, lasting about five months, these ftliarfs could do more 
business than they get, and the secretary to the association, Mr. Henson, stated before the Public Works Committee, about 
three years ago, that tlie wharf accommodation of the port of Sydney was four times as great as the rerpiicements, and that 
at the associated wharfs they only get 270 ovor-sea vessels a year, whereas they could berth 500.

Some of the associated wharfs, including the land and the stores and jetties, are worth as much as £100,000 each. 
The value vmies very much with the business connection of the proprietor, and evidence on oath is available, allowing that, 
when one of these wharfs was used by a business house iu the city, doing a large import trade, the wharfages, if collected, 
would have amounted to about four or five limes tlie value to be derived by placing the wharf in the Association,

EASTERN SIDE OF DARLING! HARBOUR.
Fkom Clydu-stkeut TO Till! Oas Wokkn.

This frontage—about 075 feet—has not been used for shipping, probably on account of the great difference in level 
between tbe Kent-street frontage and high water-mark, and tho precipitous character of the land.

The holdings are of comparatively narrow width, with the exception of the site for ferry and landing place—about 
200 feet frontage—dedicated loth August, 1871, which, however, has never been used for that purpose. Tt is under the 
control of the Sydney Municipal Council, and the part of it fronting Kenl-streot is used as a depot for wood-blocks.

Australian Gak-liuht Comi'Any’s Woukm.
This property lias considerable frontage to Rent-street (whereon aie the offices and coke yard), and to the harbour 

about 575 feet. I am informed by the chairman of directors that at a \evy rough estimate the claim by the company, if 
this property were resumed, would' lie about £100,000 for the land, buildings, machinery, and dial option of business.

From tuk Oah-wobks to Pyii.movj' Buiijoe.
(About 3,200 feet.)

Upon this frontage are located tho wharfs of the principal coasting aud intercolonial steamship companies, which 
necessarily must find accommodation in close proximity to tho Sussex-strect stores, whore their cargoes of farm and other 
produce are sold. Three short lengths of this frontage, vin., that of tlie sewerage reserve, the Balmain Ferry Company's 
wharfs, and the Patent Slip wharf, belong to the Crown; and two other portions, viz., those of tlie Lime-street wharf, 
about 330 feet, and the Market wharf, about 250 feet, abo are Crown property, but are vested in tho Municipal Council of 
Sydney. The Grafton w liarf which adjoins the Gns-woiUs is now used for over-sea vessels. It was until a few months ago 
occupied by the A.U.S.N. Co. who have removed to the Lime-street and Patent .Slip wharfs situated further up the 
harbour. The principal companies occupying the wharfs along this very important trade centre are the North Coast, 
Union of New Zealand, Huddart Parker, lllawarra, A.U.S.N., Howard Smith’s, and the Hunter River New S.N. Co.

From Pyumont Eridgk to the Head or Darling Harbour.
(About 2.080 feet.)

Several of these holdings embrace valuable portions of land reclaimed from the harbour which have not boon ‘ 
alienated from the Crown. These are referied to in full detail in a schedule prepared by me aud read before tlie Public 
Works Committee in 1894, when tho proposal to remove the Pyimont and Glebu Island bridges was under consideration.

Tlierc are some valuable wharfs on this southern side of the bridge, vi/„, the Albion, Melhvraith's two (now R. 
Reid), the Union Co’s., and Russclls’ wharf (now J. Taylor and others). About a dozen properties are comprised in this 
length of fiontage., and they are used respectively for almost every kind of wharf business. Coastal, intercolonial, ami 
foreign steamers and ships berth here. Some aro used for timber, others as coal deprtts, ami on one is a flour mill.

Since the bridge opening lias been widened to 51 feet, cargo steamers of from 3,000 to 4,000 tons gross register 
berth at McJlwraith’s new wharf ; but as the depth of water in the bridge opening is only 22 feet at low- tide, the largest 
vessels iniist pass through at high water.

WESTERN SIDE OF DARLING HARBOUR.
Erom the head of Darling Harbour to the western boundary of Dai ling Island the whole of the water frontage, a 

total of about (1,810 feet, belongs to the Government. •
Iron Wharf at the Darling Harbour Railway-yards and New Pile Wharf extending to Pyrmont Bridge.

The iron wharf, commencing at the Fresh Food and Tee Company's Works at the southern extremity of Darling 
Tlarliour, extends on a flat curve north-westerly about 1,450 feet, having projections 00 feet wide, extending 40 feet into 
the harbour, dividing the berths which are each about 240 foot long. The width of the wharf is 3f feet to the railway 
which follows it throughout. The principal business at this wharf is in timber (for despatch by rail) discharged from 
small coasting vessels, ami in railway material lightered from over-sea ships. These berths are not long enough for modem 
over-sea vessels and the depth of water commanded is insufficient. The depth of water at the bridge opening is only 22 
feet at low tide.

Reference might here be made, in passing, to tlie fact that tiie wool, tallow, hides, wheat, and other colonial 
produce brought by rail to Darling Harbour is there placed upon lorries or drais and carried through the streets to tlie 
various stores in the city to be afterwards carted and shipjjed, Tbe delay and inconvenience to business caused by this 
process will be avoided by continuing the railway as proposed anil hereafter referred to, to Darling Island, which is to be 
made (.he shipping depot.

A new pile-wharf occupies the ) .150 feet of space between the end of tbe iron wharf and Pyrmont Bridge. Here also 
the depth of water is insufficient, being not more than 20 feet at low tide ; but at tbe one berth, 250 feet long, which 
projects 40 feet into the harbour, the rock is being excavated to provide a depth of 26 feet, to admit of the direct shipment 
of frozen meat which will he carried from fleddes' store close by, by means of an overhead tramway.

Pyrmont.
(From Pyrmont Bridge to Darling Island.)

Tlie land from the bridge north-westerly to Mnrray-street, having about 890 feet water frontage, and hounded by 
Union-street, was resumed for railway puiposes on 14th June, 1SS1, at a cost of £117,329. Some years ago it was wharfod, 
and two piled railway jetties, caeli about 400 feet long and GO feet wide, and carrying three railroads, were thrown out 
mto the harbour. They aro used for shipping coal, shale, horses, &c., carried by rail. Two railroads, from Darling 
Harbour yards cross Union-street at the bridge abutment.

Tlie water is being deepened at these jetties to 28 feet at low tide. That depth has been reached along tlie greater 
portion of the eastern side ot the more eastern jetty, and the wharf. At the other berths it is not mole than about 
23 feet. Tho deepening will proceed as soon as the plant can be spared from work which is considered mote urgent.

At the root of the more western jetty and ou its western side the pontoon is berthed to receive the refrigerating 
railway car containing frozen meat from the country. Thence it is towed to the Pastoralists’ Association Stores at North 
Sydney. The meat is shipped from the stores direct for Europe, &c.

' Continuing north-westerly, the block of land hounded by Murray, Union, and Edward Streets, and Darling
Harbour, and that bounded by Edward, Alma, Alma extended, and John Streets, a total water frontage of about ],205 
feet, were resumed on the 7th August, IS9G, for a public wharf and approaches thereto for the extension of (.he railway 
system to Darling Island. The
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alreAt1vTbooneXrhi?in ^r')uil(.3inS9 ™ thc sitc of the proposed railway lines at the comer of lahrard and Alma streets lias 

be st'iterl Tliia 6 C aitns i0r cpmPCIJsfttion have not been settled; consequently the cost ot the resumption cannot
reclaimed'land almUm^h ’tvas ,ase.^ Prm«|mlly in connection with thc timber trade, but several important portions of tho 
reclaimed land abutting thc water had not been purchased from thc Crown.
water frontavf It ef/Trt^na^i j5 rc«hed-™ of 8 acres 1 rood 37} perches, having about 1,900 feet of

atC1 T?f,^L,Ar ^ "vlle,1r purchased by the Government on tho 4th June 1839.
and the island quamil^owffi 'Vl’0S': Sh°rS 'VCrQ !°Cated hore' haVe ljCen Veni0VGfl>

frontasc^of tholshiul01 f*rt*laSe includes the construction of a solid quay of concrete, along thc water
hasbeen located some dl Hnt1 f f ^ ^ i;V°VU °d is’ M Usml' 28 fe^ at low-tide. The outer limit of the quay-wall,
as possible. ‘ C° fl0ln tlle Prcscilt shoro-lino, so as to curtail thc amount of dredging mid escal ation as much

S. E. 
Perdriau.

26Feb!7l897.

CONCLUSION'.
tiro GovSnt bet"'ccn Pofct9, Pohlt’ syilllcy’and Jone3 ]iay> py™^.
TOrthms^ro'ntiiic Crow'll iHrula0 }1oss,^aion °f ».S0O foot. About 9,$00 feet ia held by private arsons, and three
addition of tho frontaue of Ui wr^P^l’® ,al*?nt 8(0 f00*. ^eld by the Municipal Council of Sydney as trustees. By thc 

Dividinc the trdal w-iter ’f1 ,e G!let 1 °wned by the Government will bo increased by 1,9S0 feet (about).
1 Woo olunnW 11 ™ of 'f,0 Eect,lona- according to the uses to which it is put, shows

‘ aboutToSd fltm* lV Qua(Ios t0 Doillain roadway, immediately north of the Sydney Rowing Club sbed-
| te^|en£^treCho^^^^ H°Use feet.

o! “Rattery^lgmeir50'^"7 d°C'i t0 DaWe3 ^

J EMtom^idcVo*Uarhnp1,H'aflint,^1fry DHWe? B:'‘ttev5T rolmd Millers Point to Clydc-atrwt-4,370 feet.
S ptrm^t RHdl ifr eiHfn°'v’ f,S" Clyde-stiwt to Pyrmont Bridgo--4,450 feet, 
o' \A’estein Gdeff* ll^r1 <>f Hurbonr at railway yards-9,080 feet.

' at Jones Ray-e.Sm feet Hal'b°m'’ fr°m thC Milway y’'lr,ls ^T’3 rJ'1,raout f'0 votern boundary of Darling Island
tbesintjiHrfork^f3 tlio water frontage ia the Imads of private owners include
w!!,™ t e i * '>S TIIarlJ0Ur? I have not followed them closely. At the Central Wliarf for 
ildSto tS^ortwT011?11, alth.0,!fh ^ f™ntnge itsclf is not large enough. This statement does not 
the wharfs b 1 S frontaec i ^ shows the length of frontage of the land j it does not follow the sides of

Inr' (‘/™ldenLl Tt f th® ordinary way in which you measure water frontages ? Yes.
one? Yer™ aHd l-5rirale Prorerti^ are measured in the same way the comparison is a correct

JSa' I!ie -1S possession of three-fourths of the foreshores of Sydnou proper ? Yes.
That is so b°me °f * 16 °tller °'vnorB have not a ’offol fight to the'foreshores of their holdings ?

410 SwS'fl1'u °bi;aiued 1:,le Permission of the Crown to reclaim thc land ? In many cases that occurs, 
follows-— ^ n 6 y°U I,’'Cparerl a description of the frontages to Blackwattlo Cove? Yes ; it is as

BLACKWATTLE COVE.
of the " wilhin ^ “liIc 0f -d 3 mde

the Harris and afe^nlhn ft II0-rU'e‘'n Hh0,'e °f Ul5 C0VC is no»riy leVEh being reclaimed land. It forms part of
frontage allofmms h,l tKf,VTy E?11VG,;ie'ltffrot“ Bank-stwot and Gipps Crescent, which bound thcVator-

the roadri^nrtfomtafrlef00"^8^011* ^ ^me length as the uoraorn, but ia much steeper, tho gradients of 
the design of subfliWsinn nf G o 1 ^ S-eVere' Thc stou1',lonl •'ll0ns is infcl‘ior to tbe northern shore for business and
than on tL noHheru side ThC-l ^ nlne°Pv«aicut fo«'access to the water, consequently land values are much lower 
half the remainder of the 'water frn ft °Ue 'h1^6 w J il,r<i ?n tllls slde of tho bay at the Pyrmont Bridge Road, and about 

The Government wharf\t 0 1 P ^ 0fC"Pled f°v buamesscs of less importance, and the rest for residential purposes. Met m,f en ciument v, harf at the head of the hay Les between tbe Pyrmont Bridge Road and the cove It is 1 07YVnS i\acovo' Tbe wltarf is u Jl for discharging road metal ftom
and formedyintgo the reoreatio^^ “irWcntwoS^ "ltllral ^ ^ ^ ^ fr0,n the luirhour'

street ■ W thfT8 f0mt BIaol;wattle Cove to the city is provided through Pyrmont, and thence by the bridge to Markct- 
stieot, but the gradients of the roads tmversed and which cross the backbone of the Pyrmont Peninsula fro sonmwhat

Th«&enTt!iS T? -T Black'?tt,le CoTve’ "o Wattle-street, to Redfern Railway Station.
In*t^e 0Tell.^!1S j8 sitnated at thcCRyrmont cnd/ai^is'suflieRnt'to'allow^of'veaselsf ifp'tolu' feefc1 beam^passhig0th'rorigh0

^EsjssajsiUJ w st ss; s sas. ir •*- *“ ■»‘>fc •zszatt
bridge by a^cw stractare^1’’ tl10 P“bll° V,'°rkS ComlnHtac, after inquiry, reported against the replacement of the

Depth of Water and Borings to Rock.

sufEcient for^m i8 7 fect *? 13 fect,afc low tide 5 iu a fcw Ph™ it «oohos 20 feet. This is
referred to FbovcP e(l'u™ments, vm., for vessels up to about 400 tons burden, laden with the timber and road metal

half a mile awayfi^otnstlt CVeekV^reBe it? mUd ^ “ tatcn t0 tho kr3e recla’ratipn work ”> P^'ess about

«. «>« «»>«—tw™
I desire to point out to the Commission that the assessment oE wharf properties by the Municipal Council 
of b|dney is made on the buildings and land alone; it does not include thc machinery, nor the frade done 
nor the value of the pile structures extending beyond high water-mark. J ’

n0t illclude tlie disturbance of trade or the destruction of trade ? No
412. Will you prepare a separate estimate of the value of the wharfs ? 1 will.
413. What is the area of the Gas' Company’s property ? It has an area of about 0 acres (by scale on this 
map, winch is drawn to a very small scale), with a frontage of 575 feet to Darling Harbour

2G—D MONDAY,
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JlrcsTtti:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, Esq., M.P. (President).

John Lionel Ekoan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Bbakcis Augustus Weight, Esq., M.P.

J. Harper.

The lion. Eiiedertck Thomas Humphrey, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins. M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Egberts, O.M.G., M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P. .

Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.
John Harper, Goods Superintendent, Department ol Railways, sworn, and examined:

411. President^] The Commission desire some information with regard to the import and export of goods 
to and from New South Wales, so as to ascertain the quantity that goes direct from thc ships^ to the 

l/Mar., 1S97. r&hways and from the railways to tho ships? It will he absolutely impossible for me to give that 
information.
415. How far can you go ? I can give the Commission information as to tlie number of hales of wool 

, which came to Darling Harbour last wool season. The number of bales during the period ending last
wool season was 429,390. That number of bales was delivered to the various warehouses in town by
waggon ; 33,Sl(i bales were lightered in Darling Harbour to various wool warehouses, chiefly to Kirribilli, 
where there is tho Australian Pastoral and Pinanee Co.’s store. During the same period 172,001 bags ot 
wheat and flour passed over the wharfs at Darling Harbour. _
410. That is inward ? Yes; and there were 140,758 tons of coal and 21,034 tons of shale shipped.
417. That is shipped direct from the railway ? Yes, Tlie timber I could not get. Then there were 230

^ A . . .T A -1 . . k -k ^ n ■ * T ~T~ 1 T t • I J 1 _____________ 11   f, •P.rt-.l
trucks■ 
direct:
This practically ________ ^ , . .
was offered in Sydney for sale, necessitating its being shown in the various warehouses.
418. There would be a good deal of tho wool iu the remaining 25 per cent.,'1 suppose, sent down to
Sydney dumped, hut even that would not be put on board ship direct? Only a small portion. The 
Orient Company takes some direct to the ship’s side. _ _
419. Nearly all is stored in the warehouses for some time ? Yes; it either passes into thc hands of wool-
brokers or goes into tlie dumping stores. The 75 per cent. I have referred to represents wool actually 
offered in Sydney for sale. _ .

. 420. Mi'. Humphery^) About how many bales already dumped arrive in Sydney by rail ? About 12,000
or 14,000 bales, , ,
421. Mr. Hoskins^] You bare no hesitation in saying that only a small proportion of the wool which is
sold here is not taken to warehouses before it is shipped ? The greater portion of it is sent to warehouses 
to ho dumped; the smaller portion is taken direct to the ship’s side. Over 00 per cent, of the whole wool 
export from Sydney is loaded into ships leaving wharfs on thc eastern side of Darling Harbour. _
422. President.'] Whore is the residue shipped ? Either at Woolloomooloo or Circular Quay ; nothing
from Darling Harbour railway wharf, Sixty per cent, of last year’s clip, if not more, was shipped Irom 
wharfs on the eastern side of Darling Harbour, between Dawes Point and the bridge. _
423. Mr. Jlosl'ins.] Is not that wool sold at auction ? It is chiefly wool that has been sold at auction
which is sent there for shipment. Most of the foreign buyers ship from Miller’s Point. _ _
424. President.] Can you divide the remaining 40 per cent. ? No, I could not; that is distributed about
the city. _ i _
425. Mr. Hoskins^] Do you think that if warehouses were built, aud proper shipping appliances provided
at Darling Island, buyers would be disposed to send their wool there for shipment, thereby diverting the 
trade from where it is now ? It will be a long time before it is diverted from its present channel, but 
there is no room at Darling Island. Two of our modern warehouses would' cover Darling Island. Then 
there is another difficulty, Tho Pastoral and Einancc Association at Kirribilli Point were anxious that 
all their wool should he loaded in trucks by itself, so that it might he shunted down on to the wharf, and 
there placed in the lighters, but after two years’ experience that was found impracticablc,_because iu 
picking up the wool at tbe stations it was found impossible to get a truck load at one station. Wool 
sent to different consignees would be put into the same truck, so that one truck would contain wool for 
three or four different consignees, and ten bales of the quantity iu thc truck might be all that a consignee 
desires to have lightered. The contents of the truck havo therefore to be split up. _ _
426. President^] Prom what you have stated, it would appear that all that could be saved by bringing the 
railway down to the wharfs is tho cost of the dray carriage? I could not say that, because the wool 
would have to he distributed at the wharfs again,
427. What does it cost the railways to send the wool from Eedfern ? Threepence per bale all over the 
city, the contractor providing all the loading and unloading. Eouglily it comes to Is. 6d. a ton.
428. Therefore, the delivery by railway would save Is. Gd. per ton, hut it would be surrounded by con
ditions which make it impracticable? Yes, tliat is the position.
429. Do you see any likelihood of any change in the present conditions ? Ido not, the warehouses being 
scattered all over tlie city, and there being a growing disposition for buyers to purchase at diflerent places.
430. The only cure would be to have the whole of tlie wool trade done adjacent to some particular wharf, 
and for all tlie wool to go to that wharf ? Tliat is the only remedy. With reference to the figures I have, 
I was going to add, with regard to the export merchandise trade, that I cannot give the Commission any 
idea of that at all, even in regard to tallow and hides. What 1 havo said with regard to the conditions 
surrounding the wool relates also to these t<vo things, tallow and hides. With regard to general merchan
dise going up the country, T cannot give the Commission any definite idea of that cither.
431. How many tons of wool are shipped from Sydney? About 100,000 tons per annum. We carry 
about 70,000 tons by rail.
432. Therefore, there would bo £5,000 a year saved in cartage were it possible to bring the railway to the 
wharfs? That would not be all saved, because certain services in connection with it would still have to 
he rendered.

' 433. Would four-fifths of it be saved ? Yes, under the ideal conditions you have mentioned—that is,
that all the wool should be brought to one wharf and thc whole of the wool trade carried on there.

434.
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434. You say tliat you carry 70,000 tons ? Yes. Harper.
435. And t- of the Is. 6d. per ton for carriage would be saved by an ideal system which would place the
wool direct into warehouses adjacent to tho ships ? Yes, 1 ar'’
436. And the total amount would bo about £4,000 a year? Yes.
437. That is about 4 per cent, on £100,000, at the very best ? That would be saved to the consignees of 
wool, but it is impracticable because of thc existing conditions of the large warehouses dealing with tho 
traffic.
438. “What is the total production of wool in New South Wales? Tt is estimated at 850,000 bales.
439. How much goes to Victoria? X could not tell you. A great deal goes to Newcastle, which we do
not see at all here. ’
440. How much do you carry to Sydney ? 429,000 bales were carried last season.
441. How many did you carry to Newcastle ? 66,000 bales wrere shipped direct from Newcastle, aud 
from Morpeth 69,000 bales.
442. And some from Grafton ? About 2,000 bales.
443. Mr. WrightJ] That G9,000 bales from Morpeth comes direct to Sydney? Yes; but a lot of it goes 
direct on board ship. Tlie residue of tbe wool, apart from what 1 havo stated, finds its way lo Victoria 
and South Australia.
444. President.'] What is the coal shipment at Darling Harbour;—that is the coal that goes direct on 
board from tbe railway ? 140,060 tons.
445. There is no wheat export? No.
446. What about ores? There is nothing shipped from Darling Harbour direct. Not very much ore 
comes to Darling Harbour. A great deal of it is treated locally, and that which comes to Sydney is 
shipped from different places, and not from one particular point.
447. What becomes of copper and minerals of that kind? That comes to Sydney, of course, and is
shipped, but not from ono wharf; it is not shipped from Darling Harbour wharf. '
448. What you have said up to this point deals with the export trade. Now, in relation lo the import 
trade? I cannot give you any impression of that.
419. What of the junction of thc train service with thc water carriage, beyond what it is at present, in 
relation to sending goods into the country ? Thc necessity for any alteration in the present state of 
things is very little indeed, for thc simple reason that there are very few country houses which indent 
direct from home. Most of them are supplied by the distributing bouses in Sydney.
450. The goods received become broken packages in Sydney ? Yes.
451. With regard to supplies of a heavy description, such as wire netting, wire fencing, woolpaeks, and so
on ? Those aro just as likely to go from the wharfs on tlie eastern side aa from Darling Harbour, but I 
could not give you any definite idea on tbe subject. Captain Jackson wouid probably be better able to 
give you tho information. ■
452. If the railway were extended to Darling Island, and suitable wharfs and warehouses were erected 
there, do you not think that a good deal of the loading for Sydney would he taken there, seeing that the 
island is in a central part of Sydney ? As a matter of fact it is quite possible for ships to go alongside 
there now, but if Darling Island were made fully suitable for the loading and unloading of vessels it would 
not really give greater facilities than we have now. It would give increased space, but we do not find 
vessels going alongside there now.
453. Mr. Wr iff Jit.'] Would it not give increased depth ? Yos, it might; but we had the flagship, “Orlando,”
I think it -was on one occasion alongside the wharf at Darling Harbour to take in coal there; so you see 
wc do not want much increased depth.
454. Mr. Hoskins.] Is it a fact than half the private wharfs in Darling Harbour are almost empty half 
the year? I could not say tliat of my own experience,
455. President.] Have you the necessary appliances by which, if required, you could do an export and 
import trade from tho wharfs al, present in existence in Darling Harbour ? Yes.
456. Have the Kail way authorities noticed any tendency to doing a direct import trade? No, except in grain.
457. To what extent? ] have given the figures already.
458. That is imported grain ? Vos.
459. Mr. Hoskins.] If the cultivation of wheat largely extends in this Colony, and Darling Island he 
properly utilised, could not wheat be brought down by railway and loaded there ? That most undoubtedly 
will bo done, but as wo have not yet commenced exporting wheat Darling Harbour is not being utilised 
for that purpose.
460. President.] You have a large frontage for the trade now, and you do not consider that any addition 
to that frontage is, at present, necessary? No.
46], Mr. WriffJif.] Whit is thc wharfage accommodation at present provided by the Department of 
Hallways at your terminal point nortli of the bridge ? Two jetties.
462. How many berths for ships of a good sizo are there at those jetties ? Four.
463. Arc they ever filled ? It is quite exceptional.
464. What is principally loaded there now ? Coal and shale.
465. What is unloaded ? Chiefly railway material, and, during an exceptional season, grain.
466. So that absolutely you have now more wharfage accommodation than you require ? Yes.
467. And if your present wharfs were extended to Darling Island you would have an increased wharfage 
equal to a trade perhaps four times as large as could be dealt with at the present wharfs ? Yes, we should 
decidedly.
468. As a matter of fact, when the railway connection with Darling Island is made, you will have a very 
long length of wharf sufficient for any trade you may get ? Yes ; provision is made for six berths there 
which will accommodate any vessel
469. You have already four berths, and with the six you speak of you would have ten berths each 
sufficient to accommodate thc largest vessels ; and then, in addition, you have the berths which are above 
the bridge P Yes.
470. So you would have berths to accommodate sixteen or eighteen ships ? Yes.
471. Would not that be sufficient for the trade of S3Tdney ? I should think so. I might mention that T 
was a member of a Board who considered thc question of utilising Darling Island, and our recommendation 
was that the linos of railway should bo extended to tbe island, but that, as the Government had sufficient ■ 
wharfage accommodation, the space provided by the island for warehouses and wharfs should be submitted

to
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J. Harper. pUblic offer, in order that it might be leased by private persons, and warehouses of proper design 
1 erec^e<^ anc^ wharfs built, ns the lessees might consider necessary, it being considered by the Hoard that

al‘1 we had more than ample wharfage accommodation for the purposes of the Government.
472. Do not the wharfs at Darling Harbour, both north and south, point conclusively to the fact that 
there is more wharfage accommodation in Sydney than is required? Decidedly.
473. And if you were to construct the additional wharfs you have just mentioned, you would havo more 
than ample requirements for any trade ? Tes.
474. Can you tell mo if any inconvenience was felt iu tho past season from want of wharfage accommoda
tion ? I have never known of any. _
475. Then you believe that Sydney at the present time is amply provided with wharfage accommodation 
for the G-overnment and for the private wharf owners ? Tes, 1 do.

' 476. If we had the railway connecting with the private wharfs in Darling Harbour, what proportion of 
the goods coming from England or other countries would go direct ou to your trucks? A very small 
proportion.
477. Do you think 5 per cent. ? I daresay that arrangements might he made to send the heavier goods 
direct from the wharf.
478. And do you think that tho total amount would represent 5 per cent. ? With a comjirehcnsive scheme 
to embrace the whole of the wharfs, I think it would exceed that quantity ; but under other circumstances 
I think that the question of freight so largely controls thc vessels that bring out the cargo that the 
question of cartage from the wharf is only a very small consideration.
4-79. What proportion of wool do you think would go direct from the trucks to the ship ? Only a small 
portion would go to the ships, and thc rest would go into the stores to be dumped.
480. So that, with any possible scheme to supply the goods traffic of Sydney, there would bo considerable 
handling of the goods under any circumstances ? Tes.
481. President,'] Do you know the average charge made for carting goods from the stores to thc railway ? 
Two shillings a ton.
482. Mr. Wright.] What is the charge for carrying the goods from the ships to the bonds ? I could not say.
483. President.] Can you tell us what proportion of loading taken from Sydney into the interior represents 
the heavy class of goods, such as wire and salt? I could not tell you offhand.
484. Tou might give us the gross amount the railways carry up and down from Darling Harbour ? Erom 
Eedfern, 35,910 tons. That is all goods of all classes.
485. Going inland ? Tes. From Darling Harbour, 224,564 tons. That, of course, includes everything 
that may he sent from Darling Harbour, including coal and timber.
486. How much comes down to Sydney for Darling Harbour ? 40,000 tons of bay, straw, and chaff into 

_ Eedfern and Darling Harbour, exclusive of wool and coal—375,000 tons.
487. Mr. Wright.] Dees the Government land i!s own material at Darling Harbour? Tcs ; it is all 
landed by contract; it is lightered.
48S. Then the ships that bring the material ont do not go to the wharf? No ; only in tlie case of having 
heavy locomotives on board ; all tho rest is lightered.

TUESDAY, 2 MA11C1I, 1897.
fj resent:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).
The lion. Frederick Thomas Humpiieuy, M.L C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Ckahlics James Egberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
Henry Clarke. Esq,, M.P.

Frank Farnei.l, Esq., M.P.
Henry Deane, Engineer-iii-Chief, Bailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,

further examined:—

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Eecian, Esq., M.P. 
Geohou Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

H Deane. 489. President!] Have you any further statement to make ? No ; I came to-day to reply to questions.
490. Tou now furnish a map showing a complete scheme of city railways? Tes; showing practicable 

2 Mar., 1897. routes for city railways.
491. Tou have had all the schemes before yon ? Tes.
492. Any information which you think we ought to have you will see that it is furnished to us ? Tes ; I
have considered the engineering question only. _
493. Some days ago you were asked for a comprehensive scheme which would enable the railway to reach 
the central portions of the city, and which it would bo possible to extend to Woollomooloo Bay, Circular 
Quay, Darling Harbour, and also to such wharfage accommodation as might eventually be placed in tbe 
western portion of the city, and which would be no bar to an extension towards the eastern suburbs ? Tes.
494. This plan which you now place before us pretty well embraces those various objects ? Tes. Tbe 
map on the wall is an enlargement of Hie map which I produced the other day, and has marked on it' 
tho same lines which are located to suit the various purposes mentioned.
495. The map on the wall shows a lino extended from Eedfern to a central passenger station at Hyde 
Park; aud turning off at Eedfern yard to the east is a line which can be constructed by means of tunnels ? 
Tes.
49G. From Hyde Park it will reach Woolloomooloo Bay and form a connection with thc eastern suburbs? 
Tes.
497. From Hyde Park, at the central station referred to, it can be extended by means of tunnels towards 
Farm Cove, and then turniug round be run abreast of Circular Quay, and can, partly by means of a tunnel 
and partly by an overhead way, be taken to Eedfern station, thus forming a circular railway? Tes.
498. From thc vicinity of “ The Bocks ” the elevation will be sufficient to enable it to pass from Dawes Point 
to McMahon’s Point by means of a bridge ? From tho,vicinity of Wynward-square.
499. From thc line already mentioned as goiug to the eastern suburbs it is possible to connect with the 
circular railway under the Botanic Gardens, and this lino can also he extended, after passing Government 
House, to Fort Macquarie ? I should say under the Domain instead of the Botanic Gardens.
500. From Darling Harbour there are shown two lines in red which will roach Johnston’s Bay, or any
wharfage accommodation which may eventually be placed in tbe vicinity ? Tcs, 501.
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501. Mr, Wrigltt.] What ia tho object of the two lines ? To utilise the frontages over there, and to reach 
G-lebe Island by means of a bridge.
502. And to go to Balmain if necessary, I suppose? Tes.
503. President.'] Does that appear to you pretty well tho scheme which will eventually be accepted for the 
development of the trade ? I cannot go so far as that.
50-i. 3Io you know anything better ? I think if it should be shown the lines arc required in this direction, 
these will be practically the routes which will have to be adopted, because these arc the routes along which 
suitable levels will be found.
505. They are all practicable from an engineering standpoint? Tes. _
506. If Woolloomooloo Bay is to be approached, this, in your opinion, is the way to approach it ? Yes.
507. If Circular Quay is to be approached, this is your idea of approaching it? Tes. _
508. If there is to be a bridge taken to North Shore, this, in your opinion, is the best way to take it? Tes. 
500. And that a circular railway, passing under portions of Sydney, in your opinion is tho host ? Tes.
510. In regard to Black-wattle Bay and G lebe Island, you think that is the best way to approach them if they 
ought to be approached ? Tes. In regard to the proposal to approach Glebe Island I may say that I 
have had surveys made—of course under instructions—going down by Bozelle Bay. The lines of these 
surveys .are shown on the map in purple tint.
511. The map also shows au approach from near Stanmore station to Glebe Island, passing over White 
Bay aud eventually reaching Longnose Point ? Yes.
512. Jt also shows an alternative line keeping westerly from Whitehorse Point and junctioning on to the 
previously described lino at Bozello Bay ? Tes.
513. Can you suggest anything better? No.
511. Tou believe that eventually those will be the routes if those be the localities lo be reached? Tcs ; 
with that proviso.
515. Mr, Zee.] If you want to got to W'oolloomooloo Bay, where are you going to start your tunnel? 
Prom Liverpool-street.
51G. There would be two separate and distinct lines in Hyde Park? Yes; it would bo essentially a goods 
line to Woolloomooloo Bay.
517. PresidentYou regard it as wise to separate passengers and goods as far as possible? As far as I 
can see, it must be done.
51S. This line might eventually reach Port Jackson at Port Macquarie ;—would it be possible to bring 
that as a surface hue to tho northern end of Hyde Park—that is, to the south of St. James’ Church—and 
then enter a tunnel ? Yes.
519. To get to a surface line near St. James’ or at the north-western end of Hyde Park, it would be a 
surface line all the way, or a “ cut and cover,” or something of that kind ? Tes ; it would be an under- 
grojmd line between Liverpool-street and Park-street, and from Park-street you would rise till you got to 
SI. .lames’ Hoad. Tour terminus would be a ground level station.
520. Tou would really be in your station yard after you passed Park-street? Tcs ; it would be open.
521. How deep would tbe cutting be ? At Park-street it would be about 20 feet.
522. It could be “ cut and cover ” and give as much ventilation as is necessary ? Tes; up to Park-street,
523. How far south from Liverpool-street could it be “ cut and cover ”? There would be no tunnel till it 
reached there; it would be in a cutting to about half-way back to Goulburn-street, which would bo 
crossed over.
524. Supposing you have a surface station at St. James’, from there could you reach Port Macquarie by 
means of a tunnel ? Some of the lines would have to be lowered in order to get properly under King-street 
and under St. James’ Hoad, and then there would be no difficulty about reaching Port Macquarie or thc 
eastern suburbs, or .any other part.
525. Uowr much would they require to bo lowered ? Just sufficient to get in the approach to tbe station— 
that is, about 15 feet.
526. Mr. ILumphery.') If you continue the line which is to stop at Park-street to St. James’ Road would
it be a surface station ? It depends upon what you want to do at St. James’ Road. _
527. How far is it from St, James’ Road to Park-street? It is 1,120 feet from Park-street to what is 
shown on tbe plan as the end of Hie station.
528. Would you havo sufficient space there for your terminal station and necessary platforms ? Yos. .
529. President^ And for your yards, and all that sort of thing ? Tes.
530. Mr. nimphcry.'] Approximately, what uould be tho additional cost of making that your terminal
slafion instead of Park-street ? £50,000. _
531. Would you have as much or sufficient accommodation there ? Equal accommodation,
532. Por six roads ? Tes.
533. Mr. Hoskins.'] How many buildings would you have to resume? Thc Registrar-General's Office only.
534. Mr. llumplicry!] That is on the other side of 8t. James’ Road? Yes ; but it would interfere with it.
535. My question is based on the assumption that it would be unnecessary to resume any portion of the 
Government buildings fronting St. James’ Road? It would be difficult to get a station in unless you did 
that, because St. James’ Road runs very obliquely.
536. Taking the shortest distance from St. James’ Road to Park-street, wbat is the measurement? To
where it bends off it is only 960 fect. 1 _ _
537. Would it be possible, without any resumptions, to provide the necessary accommodation, including 
station buildings, between St. James' Rond and Park-street? I doubt whether it would, because if 
the front bad to be shifted back 100 feet it would interfere with tho arrangements altogether at the 
Park-street end of the station,
538. President.] In your opinion it would be wiser for tbe State to take down tbe buildings than to 
impair the beauty oE the new structure ? It is not a question of beauty,
539. It is not a question of yard or platform, but a question of the accommodation—thc buildings and 
tho appearance of the new station ? A'es.
540. It means an alteration in thc design of the buildings, or taking iu the Registrar-General’s Office ? 
It means cramping tbe buildings and spoiling them altogether.
511. Mr. Hoskins.] Il would bo repeating ibo difficulties at Redfern ? Tbe design has been well worked 
out, and the accommodation is not any too large, aud it would be cramping tbe station; and, in a sense, 
it would be repeating what we have at Redfern. 542.

H. Deane.
2 Mar., 1897.
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H. Deane. 542. President^ Do jrou propose to have a street on tbe eastern side of the platform following down 
'■"-‘“'"'V from the Park ? No.

,2 Mar., 1897. Only a footway ? “We should leave the Park avenue as it is.
544. The approach on the side would be a foot-bridge? Yes.
545. Prom a surface-station at the southern side of St. James’ Hoad, is it possible to go to Woolloomooloo 
Bay? Yes, by lowering the roads.
54G. Thc same lowering which would enable you to got to Port Macquarie would enable you to get to 
"Woolloomooloo Bay ? Certainly.
547. Mr. Wright.'] The trains coming into your surface-station do not go on to Woollomooloo Bay or 
Circular Quay? If you lowered some of tho roads you could take them round.
548. You would require to have roads on different levels ? Per that purpose.
549. Would not that be very inconvenient in working your station ? I think not, because they could be 
dropped down from the Park-street end, so as to get the distance down which is required.
550. It would mean that passengers wishing to go beyond that point would have to go in one train, and 
the passengers to .King-street in a separate train ? Yes.
551. It would be inconvenient therefore to the travelling public ? Passengers coming to King-street, of 
course, could come by cither train, but some of them would stop at King-street.
552. Those going beyond King-street would have to go by a special train ? They could travel by 
certain trains only.
553. President.] Would that extension, lowered 15 feet, do for the circular railway which you show on 
the plan? Yes.
554. Would it also do to connect with the eastern suburbs ? Yes.
555. In this approach to the station through tho Park, how do you propose to protect the ventilating 
places in the “cut and cover,” between Liverpool-street aud Park-street? I have not thought that out 
very much, hut I suppose it would be necessary to enclose certain spaces by walls or some other means. 
I think that probably one way of doing it would be to enclose tho open places bjr walls, and leave long 
stretches covered over, so that tho view might he less interrupted.
550. Presuming it was regarded as unwise to erect stone structures in tho Park, would there ho any 
objection to using iron-gratings over thc cutting ? They would he very subject to corrosion,
557. Would there he any other objection than thc one that they would not last very long ? I do not know 
that there wouid; I think the question of durability would be tbo chief question. It would be rather an 
expensive arrangement,
558. Mr. Wright.] They would not necessarily have to bo above the surface? No; but they would have
to be protected by strong iron railings. '
559. Tho walls you spoke of would only rise a small distance above tbe surface ? They would have to he 
high enough to prevent boys from looking over. Where boys can see over they like to throw stones, if 
they do not sec over they arc not subject to tbo same temptation to throw stones.
5GO. Mr. Haskins.] Would not there be a danger of the smoke from the engines damaging the trees in 
the Park ? I do not know that it would be sufficient for that.
5GL President.] There would ho no more smoke from thc engines than from tho trams running along 
Elizabeth-street ? More.
5G2. Hr. Hoskins.] Is it not a fact that the smoke from some of the shafts on the Metropolitan Bail way, 
through Temple Gardens in London, has destroyed tho foliage of tbe trees? Smoke is, of course, very 
detrimental to vegetation. It chokes the pores of tho leaves. Tlie less concentrated it was, the better it 
would be, because, if the smoke were concentrated in funnels or ventilating shafts the trees immediately 
around there would suffer considerably, but if the whole or nearly the whole space were left open there 
would be less damage done.
563. Mr Wright.] Would it not be possible to have au opening through the Park guarded by ornamental 
iron railings on cither side ? Yes,
564. So as not to interfere with the view of the Park and only taking in that bit occupied by the cutting ? 
I am afraid that if you leave it open to the view altogether you will lead tho larrikins into temptation.
565. Not if it is railed off ? Not if it were screened off so that they could not see through.
566. The larrikins do not interfere with tho trams running through the streets ? No ; but this is the ease 
of a pit sunk below the surface of the ground.
567. Would not the smoke be less destructive to vegetation if it were distributed ? Yes.
568. Presidentd] That would mean taking a great deal more of tbo Park? Yes ; I am inclined to think 
on further consideration that it might he sufficient only to protect the spaces with a dwarf wall and iron 
railing, because it is not as though there were a large supply of stones for the boys to throw down. There 
are no stones unless the boys bring them from a distance.
569. A grating might do ? I do not care about a grating very much.
570. Mr. Wright.] Suppose this subway were covered most of the distance and some openings were 
left for the smoke to escape through; even with the best vents you could provide, would not tbe 
ventilation and tbo atmosphere be very bad with the number of trains which would be passing througb ? 
I am not in favour of ventilating shafts. I do not think the ventilation would bo sufficient. I do not 
know that I have advocated them before the Commission.
571. You spoke of the place being waJled off ? They would not be mere funnels or ventilators ; they would 
be large openings walled round.
572. President.] Your idea is to have a “ cut and cover "? Por this particular section, I think, the greater, 
part of the space ought to he left open. I was under the impression that I had conveyed that view to the 
Commission.
573. Mr. Wright.] You think it should be an open cutting protected on either side by rails ? Yes. If 
you left large places open yon might have a considerable length covered over (say 50 or 100 feet at a time) 
so that people could easily pass across tho line and still leave tho bulk of the cutting open. There would 
be no difficulty about the ventilation in that ease,
574. President.] Is there anything else you desire to tell us? I wish to say that the plan of the station 
at Park-street lias been worked out quite independently of tbe superstructure. The superstructure with its 
architectural features has been placed on top. The architectural design lias been adapted to the ground 
plan which was worked out.

/

575.
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575. Mr. Wrirjhf.l The whole of the ground floor would be required for tho working of the traffic and the H, Deane, 
accommodation of the staff ? Yes. The ground plan will bo exactly tho same as it is if no tall building
is erected at Park-street. 2 Mar,j 18°7*
576. I suppose you do not care to say which scheme yon would prefer if left to yourself P I do not think
I would, care to go any further than I have said—that the Hyde Park scheme is the most satisfactory from 
tho engineering and traflic points of view. "
077. Mr. Hoskins,'] You mean the Park-street scheme ? 1 mean the St. James’ Eoad scheme,
578. Mr. Wright.] Prom an engineering aud traffic point of view would it be better, in your opinion, than 
the circular railway sketched on thc map to suit the requirements of tho city of Sydney? I am quite 
convinced that the Hyde Park scheme (putting on one side any objections, sentimental or otherwise, that 
there may be to rising Hyde Park, the carrying of the station to Hyde Park, and the construction of a 
largo central station there) will be a much more satisfactory scheme than any of tho others. Jt might 
not meet all the requirements but it would be satisfactory in itself.
579. What I want to know, if you care to express an opinion on tho point, is whether, in your opinion, thc 
city would be bettor served by a circular railway than by the Hyde Park scheme ? That I would rather 
not give an opinion about. I am quite satisfied that the Hyde Park scheme is au excellent one—one 
which would probably stop agitation for very many years.
580. Mr. JJolerts,] If you take in the Hegistrar-General’s Office, would it not make a much more complete 
and satisfactory scheme to go as far as King-street ? No, I believe it is better to stop at St, .fames' Eoad.
681. Mr. Hoskins.] Do you not think if that view of yours were carried out, and the liegistrar-Gcneral’s 
Office were resumed for railway purposes, it would lead to the judges of tlie Supreme Court and tbe 
lawyers finding fault with the noiso at the terminus, and Iho whistling of the trains, and finally to 
tiie resumption of the court buildings? I do not think they would hear a sound because it would 
be all covered in. The building at the front of the station would be a break to any sound or whistling, 
and tho platforms and lines would be covered by a large roof. 1 do not think that any inconvenience 
would be experienced from the whistling of the trains.
582. Mr. Itohcrts.] Would St. James’ Church be left intact? Yes.

WEDNF.SDAT, 3 MARCH, 1897.
Jjreurnt: —

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Es«., M.P. (President).

The lion, Predertck Thoaiar HuMruERv, M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, ILL C.
The Hon. Charles James EoniiRTS, C.M.G.,M.L.C. 
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Peoan, Esq., M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Prances Augustus Wrtcitt, Esq., M.P.

Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Bailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,
further examined:—

583. President.] You desire to give some information which nas asked for yesterday by a Member of the H. Deane.
Commission ? I desire to hand in a return showing tho acreage of Hydo Park, the area required for the --------
Park-street station, the area required for St. James’ Eoad station, and the small portion required from 3 1897.
the Bcgistrar-Generali Office, and what is supposed to bo thc value of thc liegistrar-General’s Office.
It is as follows :— 'a ri p_

Acreage ol H yde Park............................................................................................. 40 0 0
Do rtiipiirod for Park-street Station............................................................. 12 0 31

. Do do St. James' Rood Station .................................................  13 2 3S
Do resumed from Registrar-General's Office................................................ 0 0 26

Cost of Registrar-Generals Office, £14,000.
I was also asked togive some information as to the possibility of improving theKcdfcrn station yard, especially 
by widening the tunnel. 1 find that there is no difficulty about doing that; it is only a matter of expense ; 
bub whether the widening of the tunnel would effect the desired easing of thc traffic arrangements is, of 
course, a different question. If the tunnel were widened on the eastern side, it would interfere with St. 
Paul’s School, hut there would be some considerable expense in tho work of lengthening the tunnel, resuming 
tho properties, and building retaining-walls. Again, on tbe other side, if thc tunnel « ere widened there tho 
Darling Harbour traffic and Mortuary traffic would be kept off the six roads. i\n alteration of tliat kind, 
it seems to me, would not havo the desired effect of really lengthening tho station. It will be seen from 
the plan on the wall that thc roads leading to tho station are very much pinched up a long way on the 
northern side of thc tunnel; and without making a very radical alteration no real improvement could bo 
effected. Then again you will have the consideration that Eedfern station, even supposing it could Le 
altered so as to bring tho trains in comfortably to the passenger platforms, is scarcely large enough to 
meet present requirements. As the goods traffic increases more accommodation will be required for it; as 
the passengers traffic increases more accommodation will be required in the carnage yard and carriage 
sheds,—for there is barely room there now, 1 understand. So that, even supposing that Eedfern station 
could bo made so that the passenger trains could be brought in and out without any great difficulty, it 
would not be a station which would provide for the future like the proposed stations in Hyde Park. 
A rearrangement of the station at Eedfern would he a tremendous undertaking. To alter six roads and 
make them suitable while the traffic was going on would be almost a dangerous operation. During the 
reconstruction ami alteration of tho roads rendered necessary by the building of the two additional 
platforms A and B, very considerable difficulty was experienced.
SSI;. Ilf?-. Hoskins.] Even suppose that you widened thc tunnel and necessarily widened the road approach 
to the widened tunnel, would not there still be the same difficulties you now'complain of in shunting from 
arrival platforms to departure platforms, and shunting in tho station yard ? Yes ; even if you widened 
the tunnel in order to make a proper and convenient arrangement for the trains you would have to 
remodel the whole yard. There would be room then to remodel the yard, but that would be a very great 
undertaking indeed.
585. If you continued the present arrival platforms ; if you did not extend them further to the west by 
taking in a portion of Eegent-street, you of necessity would be compelled, even though you widened the 
station and the approaches at thc tunnel, to cross over from one road to another ? Yes. 586.
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H. Deane. 5gg_ f|']ie frequent crossing of engines would exist then almost as badly as it does now ? Yes. _
587. President.If Eedfern became only a station througb which the trains passed, thc terminal station 

3 Mar., 1897. removed elsewhere, it would be no difficult matter to equip Eedfern with the traffic going on so as 
to serve for a great goods station? If Eedfern were loft merely as a passenger station—a station of 
considerable magnitude, but still only a wayside station—there would then be room for thc expansion of 
the carriage sidings and the goods, both of which arc required. _
58S. Mr. Hoskins.l Jf tbe tunnel were widened considerably, of necessity you must widen the approaches 
to it, and therefore you would have to resume a good deal of land and bouse property in Eegcnt-slrecO, and 
further on towards Eveleigh ? Yes ; there would be a great deal of land to be resumed.
589. Do you not think it would be quite as expensive to widen the tunnel as desired and to resume all
the land required for improving the approaches to the tunnel as to make a terminus in I’ark-strcet where 
so little private land would have to be resumed ? Yes; I am quite of opinion that the cheapest 
arrangement in the long run is to bring the station into Hyde Park—to St. James’ Eoad rather than to 
Park-street—and to provide for the loss of any public recreation ground in some way. _
590. You entertain very little doubt, I suppose, speaking without having examined thc matter minutely,
that it would cost twice as much, if not more, to resume the land, widen the tunnel, improve the approaches, 
and make a wider road, than to take the railway across Belmorc Park and skirting Hyde Park to take a 
small portion of the park ? Yes ; that is to say, to re-arrange the whole station yard and to provide the 
accommodation which is proposed in Hyde Park. _
591. Mr. Lce.~\ After that was done it wrould then only be a temporary station ? Yes. _
592. It would not meet the requirements of a great terminal station ? Ho, and it would be only sufficient
for just a few years. _ _ _
593. You have now exhausted, from every point of view, the question of the probability of extending
Eedfern yard and making it answer thc purposes of a terminal station ? Yes. .
591. You are clearly of opinion that whatever decision the Commission may come to it is very clear that 
there must be a removal from Eedfern ? Yes,
595. Are you very clear about that question ? I am quite convinced of that.
596. Mr. Hoskins.'] I suppose you are of opinion that with the probably increasing traffic at Eedfern there 
will be a great danger attendant upon working tbo traffic? Undoubtedly.

James Powell, late Collector of Customs, sworn, and examined:—
J, Powell. 597. President.] You were Collector of Customs for New Soulb Wales for many years ? Yes.

598. YTou are a Commissioner of Customs at tlie present time ? lam. _
3 Mar., 1897. 599. Thc Commission will be obliged if yon will be good enough to state your views as to the distribution 

of goods for export and import—that is, products and ordinary commodities ? The quantity of goods sent 
direct to the country is and has been for many years very small. Sydney is a distributing depot, and tho 
houses outside Sydney importing directly from Europe and other countries are hut few. I think thc direct 
importations for tlie country arc so small as to be scarcely worth consideration. Thc goods from tho 
country—that is, wool and produce generally other than agricultural produce—do not go direct to the ships. 
I find tliat it is almost an exception for wool to be sent direct to vessels for transport. If the Commissioners 
wish to have more accurate information on this subject they should examine the master carriers, such as 
Shorfland & Sons, Mr. James M'Mahon, tlie Suttons, Permewan Wright & Co., YVright, Heaton, A Co., 
and Mr. John YIeloy ; but certainly, as far as 1 he goods snipped to the interior arc concerned, I. think that 
where we have direct shipments they are mostly transmitted by water—that is to say, to the Hunter or tlio 
Eichmond Hirers.
GOO. But they all become broken packages ? They come as original packages and the hulk of them goes 
to the Hunter.
G01. Mr. Lee.] I suppose the largest item of export would he wool ? Yes.
G02. Is it not the practice for wool to come to tlie city as the dep&t, to be there sorted, classed, offered 
for sale, and, as a general rule, exportation takes place when the producer fails to get a market in the 
Colony ? That is more frequently the case now than it was years hack. * _
G03. Is not Sydney becoming more largely a sale dep6t for the produce of the country ? All statistics 
go to show that.
G04i. That of itself would necessitate the wool being conveyed to the warehouses to ho dealt with? That 
is so.
605. It is sent to its destination by the respective buyers ? Yes.
GOG. Yon know that more than three-fourths of our wool is exported to London by the second-hand man 
rather than by tho producer ? That is so.
G07. Would not that prove the fact tliat the wool has to he dealt with in tho city in some warehouse ? 
It has to be, for the purpose of sale, and also for dumping and preparing for shipment.
G08. That would preclude the possibility of the wool coming direct by train, and being taken to the ship’s 
side ? I am of that opinion.
G09. Have you given any oonsideratiou to the question of the G-overnment resuming the wharfs on the 
western side of the city, and constructing a railway round there for the purpose of dealing with the goods 
traffic to and from the’shipping ? If with a view to feed the railways, 1 think thc time is not opportune. 
I do not think the time has arrived for it. - _
GIO. If the imported goods have to go into the warehouses for distribution it is not likely that they will 
be quit on the railway? No.
Gil. They will be conveyed by dray from tbe ship’s side to the warehouse, and the bulk of the wool traffic 
wall be dealt with iu the same way ? Just so.
G12. Therefore, it would appear that there would be very little traffic for a railway if constructed round 
that portion of the city for that purpose ? That is the view I have always taken of it.

. 613. You have had an extended opportunity of judging of these things? I have had forty-four years’
experience of it.
G14. You have been able to watch tho growth of thc trade of the port? Yes.
G15. Do you think there is an inclination on the part of tho producers to more largely use tho port of 
Sydney than they did a few years ago ? I do ; I think the railways have helped it.

616,
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616. Theraoretherailways have 1)0011 extended, the more the produce has come here ? Sydney has benefited. J- Powell.
617. I suppose Sydney must now be looked upon as really a depot for the country ? I think so. •—n
618. Por other than coal ? Tes. ® Mar., 1897.
619. What would best facilitate the receipt and despatch of goods and produce in the shape of a ciiy 
railway extensiondo you think it is necessary to extend the railway to the city for the goods traffic ?
I do not.
620. Do you think it is necessary, in thc interest of the passenger traffic, to extend it? I do not feel 
myself competent to offer an opinion on the subject.
621. Will you confine yourself to the goods traffic ? If the goods have to be removed by dray there is 
no more expense for a long distance than there would be for a short distance. Thc handling of the goods 
increases the expense.
622. If goods have to he handled it will make very little difference in cost whether they are handled from 
Darling Harbour to Mori’s buildings, or wrhether they are brought from Miller’s Point Wharf to Mort’s 
buildings ? I do not think there would be any difference in the cost of dealing with them.
623. Therefore it would be impossible to expect a revenue to be derived from the goods traffic on a 
railway along the western side of the city ? I see no possibility,
624. Nor do you see how it is going to facilitate tbe export of tbe produce ? 1 do not; that is altogether 
apart from thc resumption of wharf frontage.
625. What I want to get at is whether you, after your very long experience, think that the trade of this 
port could be facilitated in any way by the construction of a line of railway along the western side of thc 
city P I do not.
626. ]?residcnL~\ If the Government purchases the wharfs on thc eastern side of Darling Harbour, and 
subdivides them, and puts a railway down adjacent to them, and resells them, would it in your opinion be 
a profitable operation to the State ? J. think not.
627; You think the operation would end unsatisfactorily, from a. commercial standpoint, to the Govern
ment? From a commercial standpoint, I believe the Government would be large losers.
628. Why ? Eccause tho merchants, and those who would receive payments for their wharfs, would 
compete with the Government in other parts of the harbour.
629. Mr. HoskinsSuppose that the Government wished lo lei these resumed wharfs lo private individuals,
do you think the Government would be able to get a rent sufficient to pay the interest on thc money they 
had paid for the wharfs ? I do not; Ihe rents arc being reduced at Ihe Circular Quay. ”
630. President.] You havo spoken so far with regard to the present trade of Sydney ? Yes.
631. Do you see any probability in tbe near future of such an expansion of the import trade as would 
alter your view as to the value of joining the harbour with the railway system—is trade likely to alter in 
any way ?_ As cities increase in population, and new cities are created, 1 believe the distributing trade of 
Sydney will decrease.
632. As the towns inland become larger they will indent more ? 'They will draw their goods direct from 
the old country.
633. ] a that going ou to a very great extent ? To a large extent, but not to a very great extent.
634. Can you give us any idea of thc percentage ? No ; I do not think anyone can do that.
635. Is it a quarter of the goods ? Nothing like it.
636. Is it 10 per cent. ? 1 could not arrive at it at all.
637. Mr. Wright.] It is not more than 5 per cent. ? T have no statistics to work on, hut I am sure it 
is very small. If you say it is 5 per cent. I am quite sure yon aro within the mark. J wish to make a 
few observations as to tlie possible trade of the future. 1 believe as tbe country increases, the importations 
will not increase in proportion to the increase of population. 1 believe that we shall manufacture our 
own goods, and that we shall not he so dependent on foreign countries as we now arc, 1 do not speak 
of any fiscal policy.
638. Mr. Leo.] You think that as the population of the country increases we shall supplv our wants
more than wc do now ? Yes. '
639. And that a railway will not bo required to the wharfs to take the stuff away ? No.
640. Mr. Wright.] Is it within your knowledge that tho large firms which existed in the interior arc 
gradually disappearing ? _ From my experience they are disappearing. 'We had more largo, firms in the 
country twenty-five or thirty years ago, I think, than we have now.
641. So that, instead of the distribution taking place in country towns, owing to the railway facilities,
it takes place in Sydney, and it has decreased in large country towns ? I think so ; or tlie lar'^e firms in 
the country have absorbed tlie smaller. ' 63
642. Such a firm as the firm of Dickson Bros., of Mudgee, has ceased to exist, and no firm has taken 
its place? Yes.
613. The large firm of Webb & Co., of Bathurst, is now doing a comparatively small business 9 Yes ■ in 
direct shipments. " ' ,
644. It is tho same with Dalton Bros., of Orange ? Yes.
645. It does not appear likely that direct importations to country towns will largely increase under any 
circumstances? The importations will continue, as Sydney is. and will continue "to be, a distributing 
centre. It affords an opportunity to people in the country to beep a smaller stock and to work their 
business with a much smaller capital.
646. The inference is that there will be a diminishing quantity of goods going direct from the ship to the
railway ? That is the view I take. " 1
647. From your experience as Collector of Customs, lias there been ample wharfage accommodation in this 
port ? I went into the question before a Boyal Commission some years ago, and I see no reason to alter tho 
opinion which I theu iormed, namely, that the wharfage accommodation is quite ample for tho trade of the 
port,
648. That lias been your experience for some years past ? It has.
649. In the rush of onr business, notably in the wool season, lias' the wharfage accommodation, as far as
your knowledge extends, been sufficient to meet requirements? I have never heard any complaints about 
lack of accommodation. ' J r
650. You are aware tliat recently additional wharfage accommodation has been provided at Pyrmont by the 
railway authorities, and that they contemplate providing further accommodation at DarlingTslnnd? Fes.

26—E ' ■ 651
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J, Powell. (J51. Jg there any likelihood in the near future—say, within the next quarter of a century—of tho wharfage 
accommodation of Sydney being largely delicieni, to accommodate the shipping ? Things have altered 

3 Mar., 1897. Tely much. The running of the lines of steamers has made a very great difference in the trade of the 
port. These vessels take up berths at Circular Quay or Wooiloomooloo Bay by arrangement witn the 
Government, and supposing that each of the lines has two ships a month running, that throws out of 
employment a corresponding number of tho sailing ships which wo had years ago, and which used to take 

* a very much longer time to discharge their cargoes. These big steamers will put out a cargo in from
twenty-four to forty-eight hours. In the old times tho ships were at the wharf for a month and 
sometimes six weeks discharging; so that far less wharf accommodation is required to get through the 
work than was wanted years ago. _
052. The advent of large vessels, taking from 12,000 to 10,000 bales of wool in place of the vessels which 
took 4,000 or 5,000 hales of wool, has diminished the wharfage accommodation required at the port? 
The necessity for wharfage accommodation is diminished by the rapidity of loading. Statistics will 
show that the sailing tonnage is decreasing almost year by year, and that thc steam tonnage is increasing. 
G53. As a matter of fact, tho ocean liners—the P. & O. boats, the Orient boats, the Messageries boats, 
German Lloyds boats, and thc Anchor & Gulf lines—are practically capable of doing all the trade of this 
port ? They do thc bulk of the trade. _
604. Por this purpose there already exists ample wharfage accommodation ? The bulk of thc oversea 
trade is done by thc Government wharfs at Circular Quay and Woolloomooloo Bay. ,
655. Lo you happen to know if tho wharfs round towards Miller’s Point—bmith’s wharf and Moore s old
wharf—have been much employed of late years ? 1 have had no opportunity ol knowing what they are 
doing. At ono time I was secretary to the Wharf Association, and had to do with wharfs. 1 do not 
think they are fullv employed. .
656. So that there "is at all'times in Sydney a certain amount of wharfage accommodation over aud above
its requirements ? Always, and a very brisk competition to get the ships. ' _ ,
657. Has not there been a very large discount paid by wharf owners ? I do not know wbat tho discounts 
are now; but in my time, that is eighteen years back. 75 per cent, was the maximum allowance.
65S. Is not that proof positive that tho wharfage accommodation at all times has been more than 
abundant? Most undoubtedly; no better evidence can bo given. _
659. If tbe outward and inward trade of Sydney were to increase by 25 per cent., do yon thmk that there
would still he wharfage aecommodationfor the trade? There would be ample accommodation on the eastern 
side of Darling Harbour, and with thc increased accommodation at "Woolloomooloo Bay I think there 
would be quite sufficient for the Government work, 1 _
660. At tbe present time, do you think it would be wise for anyone to build wharfage accommodation as a
commercial speculation ? I do not think so. _ ,
061. As it would not be wise for a private individual to do so, therefore it would be unwise for the 
Government to do so ? That I cannot say. , _ ... .
662. Prom a commercial point of view, if it would not pay a private firm to build additional wharfage 
accommodation, it would not pay thc Government lo do so ? The Government do not charge themselves 
anything for the capital.
663. If they treated it from a commercial stand point would it pay them? It would leave a loss. _
664. No railway system which could be devised would prevent spirits and other dutiable goods from going
into bond? Under the present tariff tho bulk of the goods would go into bond under almost any circum
stances, because lliere are no inland country bonds. _
665. Have you ever taken part in the agitation to extend the railway from Eedfern to the deep waters of
Port Jackson ? 1 have had nothing to do with it. Asa public officer I have always abstained from taking
part in any agitation. . . T
666. But there was a time when you were not a public officer ? I never interfered with the matter; I had
a fixed opinion which T have not seen reason to alter. .
667. Mr. JT-umpherif.] Has there been a large increase of inward and outward tonnage during the last ten
years? A very considorablo increase. The figures showing tho commerce for last ycar will be published 
almost immediately by tbe Government Statistician. There has been a gradual increase every year for 
the last ten years. ,
66S. Notwithstanding the increase, there has been always ample wharfage accommodation? In my 
opinion, yes. .
609. You have expressed an opinion that in all probability our imports would not increase to any large 
extent in the future, owing to the probability of our being able to supply our own wants-now, judging from 
past experience, would not the exports largely increase? I presume, and hope that the exports will 
increase with the increased prosperity of thc country. _ _
670. Haviug regard to the probable increase of our exports, would any advantage arise from connecting 
our railways with the various whari's and distributing centres ? 1 take it, as far as we know at present,
by selling wool in Sydney, or having thc opportunity to sell woo] in Sydney, the producers havo a chance 
of testing two markets, and they can elect which they will sell in ; but generally, in order to do that, they 
store their goods for inspection. The wool must go into a store to be handled and dealt with before it is 
shipped, and therefore a railway would bo no advantage to the shipper. _
071. Your view is, that the connection of our railways with the various wharfs would not be sufficiently 
beneficial to justify the expenditure for either the import or export trade ? That is my opinion at the 
present time.
672. Mr. Lee.'] Tlie articles of produce which it would appear possible to be exported direct from the
railway by ships are grain, frozen meat, butter, minerals and fruit? Yes, _
673. Are you sufficiently acquainted with tbe railway connection with Darling Harbour and Darling
Island to be able to say whether enough accommodation is available there to carry on that business ? 1
think more than sufficient. ■ .
674. If it wore necessary to run these things down by train to the ship's side, tho wharfage accommodation 
already exists ? Yos.
675. J think the Collector of Customs licenses some barges to carry railway trucks—to carry goods
generally ? Yes. .
676. Are not railway trucks of frozen meat conveyed from the head of Darling Harbour to tho Pastoral
Finance Co.’s stores at Kirribilli Point? I thihk’they are, but the Collector of Customs has no control 
over the meat, 677.
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c‘~o' xf1?!^ro1z)on moat is tranferred from tlie trucks into tlie skips ? So I understand. J- ^>owelk
0/8. it the P. and 0. boats, aud other large boats, have their wharfs at Circular Quay, it will be nu^e 
possible lor them to bring their frozen meat alongside in a truck on a barge and put it on board ? No ® 18^'
difiiculty about it at all. s f
G79. Mr. Sum,phery7\ Tou stated that the various lines of mail steamers could nearly do all the trade of 

e portcould you say what is the proportion of these mail boats to tlie whole of the tonnage arriving 
lere , it J referred to public statistics it would bo misleading, because these large vessels only bring a 

per ion ot a cargo to each port, Although a vessel may be oi a very large tonnage, she may only bring a 
T 01lnilSe' 0i:' fi0°ds l° tll!s Port—she 1Tiay bring only 200 tons. '

0 . n replying to Mr. Wright s question, you were only considering tbe tonnage of vessels, and not the 
tonnage m connection with the trade of tho port ? I kept that in mind also.
081. Are w'e to understand that that tonnage exceeds all other tonnage? It is superseding the sailing 
pqoto-i TleSe llnerS makc lhree to a sailbS ship’s one trip, possibly.
,, ' What you wish to convey is, that the wharfage accommodation at the port will be increased because 
these steam vessels will put out cargoes perhaps three times in the year to an ordinary sailer’s one cargo, 
an leretore the wharfage accommodation does not require lo be increased in proportion to the increase 
in the tonnage of tbe port ? That is so. '
G83. Can you speak as to the number of sailers entering the port, as compared with the number of 
steamers ihe information is given in tho Statistical Eegisler. Speaking from memory, the steam tonnage 
is larger than the sailing tonnage * ore - ’ *
®^l,1, ,0^ hh0 steam tonnage but the number of vessels? The steam tonnage and thc number of vessels 
would be shown. -
GS5. Is that thc experience of Newcastle also? No; at Newcastle the bulk of tbe tonnage is sailing 
ships. 1 do not mean intercolonial traffic but oversea traffic.
GSG. Tour advice w ould apply to Port Jackson only ? Tes.
687. Mr. Hoskins.'] .Although tho steam tonnage has largely increased, and may still further increase 
where they can_get valuable cargoes like wool, there are cargoes of minerals and other things requiring 
ow ra cs ot freight, which will always use sailing vessels—such as cargoes of shale and ores ? Tes.

.8. M- Apu spoke of the probable less which the Government will sustain if they resume the
private wharfs is it not a fact that the Government wharfs are paying well ? I cannot sav, because Ido 
no know what they cost. I went into the question once, and I found that there had been an enormous 
ou ay at Circular Quay, I went back to the time when the wharf was extended under a contract with 
lur. Atandal. ihat was a very heavy expense, and year by year money has been spent on the Quay. If an 
roQ°UT Wjire 3na j ou^ ^ am alra'd that there would be a very large loss on the Quay as a commercial matter, 
j.j '. ' understood you to say that you returned 7o per cent, of the wharfage duos to sailing vessels ? I

i V lns':auees during the time 1 was secretary to the "Wharf Association, but the rates were higher
at that time.
0. 0. lou do not think the wharfs at North Sydney would compete successfully with wharfs at Circular 
yuay 1 , -T so- Steam punts aud lighters would bring thc goods across from ihe ships,
•'i +i ° ^ . A11*' could compel® under present conditions, seeing that tbe ships can lie along,

si e t ic wharfs witnout requiring lighters or tenders ? Suppose the Government maintains a high rate of 
wharfage it would pay anyone to compete with them.
G92 I think you will admit thatni a commercial fight the Government would be able to retain their 
/•no a£alU8t private wharf-owners ? If the Government competed, of course they would.
OJA Jt it came to a question of returning one-luilf or fhrec-fourfhe of the wharfage dues, private owners 
would not stand m a very good position? The Government could lower the rates, as they have done 
already lam better acquainted with thc English practice in London. The Government have nothing 

. 7°1 “,c "'‘'-yi3; ye dock companies provide the accommodation. But even there outsiders compete 
ii.1 mi C0lnPalucsp “’ey lna Ihe goods info small steam lighters, and they land them at wharfs on 
the Ihatnes, and less rules than tho dock companies*chui*ijG-
G9A The rates are more excessive Ihore than they are here? 1 think some of the rates are very heavv : 
but you have to look at thc value of property there. "
G95. A few years ago there was an agitation against somo of thc most powerful dock companies because 
of the excessive rates they charged? Tes ; and they lowered the rates. The dock companies are about 
tbe worst paying speculations a man can go into in London. I think the less tbe Government interferes 
with these matters the better,
G96, President.'] Do you think there is anything else which it would bo of importance to the Commission 
to Enow r I am not aware of anything.

FRIDAY, 5 MARCH, 1897. 
resent

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Estj., M.P. (President).
John Lionel Ekoan. Esq., M.P, 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
G-eoeue Black, Esq., M.P.
Erancjs Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P,

Tlie Hon. Frederick Thomas H.uxq’iiery, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
Tho Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henkt Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles -Alfred Lee, Esq., M P., 17 ' ' ----- -------------'? —-1-j .

Captain John Jackson, Manager of Public Wharfs, made an affirmation, and was examined :—
G97. Prtmdetit.'] Ton are the Manager of Public Wharfs? I am.
698. Tou desire to hand in a return ? T wish to hand in a return showing the earnings of the public 
wharfs for the year 1895. The total is £16,434 7s. lid. [Vide Appendix.]
699. What wharfs have you in Woolloomooloo Bay? Only Cowper Wharf.
700. What wharfs is the Government erecting there ? Two berths on the eastern side where the land was
resumed. 701

Cant. J. 
Jackson.

5 J1m\Ti897

* Note (uw, rermon)1876, sailing 
ailing vessels, 706; steam, 2,415, vessels, 1,012; steam, 801. 1894, sailing vessels, 089; steam, 2,270. 1395,
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Capt. J. 701, How many berths will you have there when the work is complete? Hine when the whole of what 
Jackson, ja contemplation is complete. ' ^

a \f*~A-iRW7 Hoes that embrace the whole of the eastern side of the bay.and thc southern shore ? Yes.
1 ar'’ ‘ 703. Where the southern shore takes a bend to the north and on to the rowing-shod will also be available 

some day for wharf frontage ? Yes, to about tbe Corporation Baths. _ _
704. How many berths could you have theu in Woolloomooloo Bay ? I think it would give about four
more. , ,
705. For first-class ships ? They would be largo berths, fit for the largest ocean-going boats coming here.
706. Is there ample room there ? Yes ; we could get any depth by dredging.
707. Between the Domain gates and Fort Macquarie, is there an area available for berths ? Hot very 
much.
708. Is it a suitable place for shipping ? A part of it.
709. How many berths could be put in there ? One good berth,
710. What berths have you in Sydney Cove? Including the P. and 0. berth, there are seven berths; ono
is not quite completed. _
711. Does that include the whole of the government land ? Ko, not the late A.S.N". Co.’s wharf.
712. What berthing-room is there there? It is being reconstructed ; there will be five berths there.
713. How many berths docs that give you iu Sydney Cove ? Thirteen altogether. _
714. Following down the eastern side of Darling Harbour, right to the southern termination of the 
Darling Harbour bay, has the G-overnment any wharfage accommodation ? Hot on the eastern side.
715. On the western side, how many berths have you as far the bridge ? Eight berths.
71G. You have eight berths inside Darling Harbour, suitable only for small vessels ? Yes, to the south
ward of the bridge; but they are suitable for very large boats, too.
717. If the wharfs are properly constructed, what berthing-room will you have there ? You could berth
four very large ships and four medium-sized ships. You could berth eight ordinarily-sized ships there of, 
say, 2,000 tons each. _
718. Between thc northern side of the bridge and thc wooden jetties running out into the harbour, what 

• berthing-room have you there ? There are three berths on the eastern side—that is, between the jetty
and the bridge. f
719. What have you at the jetties ? The berths include the eastern side of the eastern jetty.
720. What, in addition, is there? There are three large berths aud one smaller one.
721. The three berths to thc north of the wharf include the land between the bridge and the land side of 
the jetty on the eastern side of the eastern jetty ? Yes.
722. How many more have you at those jetties ? Taking from the bridge, six large berths and one small 
one.
723. Thc Government has resumed a large portion of land, extending from these wharfs to the western 

« side of Darling Island? Yes.
724. What room will vou have there when the proposed scheme is completed ? Abo ut twelve large berths.
725. Ho small berths ? Tho small berths would come in between the jetties. _
726. That includes the whole of the Government property, including the places where the ferries are
carried on, and the frontages to those areas which aro laid aside for public recreation ? 1 es.
727. Your statement, is that there is a possibility, without interference with private land, of thirteen berths 
being provided in Woolloomooloo Bay. one bertli on the eastern side of Fort Macquarie, twelve berths 
in .Sydney Cove, four large and four medium berths on the southern side of the bridge in Darling Harbour, ^ 
and three berths to thc north of Pyrmont Bridge and embracing the eastern side of the easternmost 
jetty, three berths and a small one at the jetties, and twelve berths between these wharfs and Darling 
Island for large boats, and also accommodation for tbe small ones ? Yes.
728. Is there enough trade to keep all your wharfs employed ? Hot all the year round. ^
729. Is there any time when tho Government wharfs arc not sufficient to do the trade ? Yes, between
four and five months in the year. •
730. How many more wharfs would you have required to accommodate them this year? I could have
done with four more berths. _
731. Therefore, if Woolloomooloo .Bay had been available and in a suitable position you would, with these 
extra wharfs, have had sufficient to do Ihe trade for this year ? Yes, ample.
732. And those extensions which we have described round Darling Island and Woolloomooloo Bay
appear to be sufficient for a very considerable time ? 1 should say for thirty years. It is an immense
area. _ '
733. You make that statement after full consideration? Yes; ships are getting so much larger, and 
they carry immense cargoes.
734. Aro*you always fully equipped? Well equipped—equal to any wharf in the world—except at' 
Pyrmont wharf.
735. They are shipping coal at thc jetties at Pyrmont ? Yes,
736. The coal trade there is regarded as temporary ? Hot that I know of. ^
737. There must be some alterations for the coal trade, either at these jetties or elsewhere ? Yes. _
738. Can you suggest a new site for tho coal trade ? I have not thought of the subject, but I will
communicate my views to you in a few days. _ _
739. Have you any suggestion to make in regard to wharfs for thc export of wheat? I believe within a
very few years the whole of tlie export trade will go from Darling Island. _ _
740. It is ample for thirty years ahead? From the present Pyrmont wharf to Darling Island, including
the island, will be ample for the next thirty years, if it is properly equipped. _
741. The only drawback to the port at the present time is the unsuitability of the coal-loading appliances 
on the jetties at Pyrmont ? Yes.
742. That is all that is wrong, in your opinion ? Yes ; my idea is that in a very few years all the Govern
ment wharfs in Woolloomooloo Bay and at Circular Quay will be wharfs for nothing else than importing, 
and Pyrmont wharf, including Darling Island, will be used exclusively for exporting.
743. Would it be an advantageous thing to connect Woolloomooloo Bay with the railway system ? I do 
not think it would he wise to connect Woolloomooloo Bay.
744. You see no great advantage in bringing tbe railway closer to the port than at present? Ho.
745. Do you believe that the connection with the western side of thc harbour is sufficient for this purpose ?
I think so. ' 746.
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746. "With the large wlnirfage you have at ’WonDoomooloo Bay, ought a railway to Woolloomooloo Bay be j^son.
constructed ah once, or had it bolter be delayed ? d think it will admit of delay. ^ _ a ,
747. Jlfr. Zen,] 'J'lie revenue derived from l!ie Circular Quay wharfs for 1SU5 was £32,000 ? Yes. 5 j,iari> jggj,
748. _ What imercst does that represent on the capital V I am not able to say. J tried to get the infor- ’
mation this morning, but T am informed that it will have to be obtained oliicially from the Treasury.
749. What are the working expenses of Circular Quay? I can give you the expenses as far as my 
Department is concerned. I do not know' what the dredging might cost.
750. Will you state the annual expenses of the working of Circular Quay ? I will have to refer to the 
Estimates before I can answer the question.
751. Are all the berths from the orth Shore horsc-ferry right round to Dawes Point permanently let?
No.
752. ̂  How many berths arc vacant ? Only one of the large berths. It is the one at the south-eastern corner 
of Circular Quay. It is used for general purposes—that is, for sailing ships.
753. The berth is only casually lot, as it is required for a sailing ship? Yes.
754. I suppose there are times when the berth is vacant ? Yes; particularly in the dull portion of the year.
755. I suppose we may draw a great distinction between a permanent rental and a casual rental in this 
way—that is, in the wool season this berth will be fully occupied by sailing ships ? Yes, and by steamers.
756. But there may be four or five months when there will be only an occasional vessel ? Quite so.
757. The rented wharfs would be paying the same revenue every month throughout the year ? Yes ; but 
we collect the wharfages, which vary according to the quantity of a ship’s cargo.
758. Any others ? Yes; the old A.S.N. Company’s wharf, which is being reconstructed. The old jetties, 
which are completely rotten, are being taken up. They arc doing half of it this off season, and the other 
half will be done next year.
759. That means the erection of new jetties and new sheds and the deepening of the water to admit of ,
large vessels coming in there? Yes.'
760. How many berths are vacant there? When it is completed there will be no berths vacant, because 
they are all bespoken,
761. Are there any others ? Not at Circular Quay.
762. "Would that casual berth be suitable for berthing a line of large steamers ? Yes; it is the longest 
berth at the Quay.
763. Is it capable of accommodating ships equal to the Orient and the P. and O. boats ? Larger ships.
/64. If any company wished to get a permanent wharf they could ? Yes. It is 560 feet long.
765. These wharfs are let on an annual rental ? Yes ; an annual rental is paid in lieu of the usual 
tonnage dues whicli, would otherwise be paid.
/G6. Do you collect the wharfage rates ? "We collect all wharfage inwards and outwards.
767. You get the rent and the wharfage on the stuff exported and imported ? Yes,
768. At the vacant berth J suppose tliey pay tonnage rates and wharfage dues ? Yes; the ship pays '
the tonnage dues, and the consignees either inward or outward pay the wharfage dues, "
/G9. In fixiug the rental of a wharf at Circular Quay, how do you arrive at what is a fair charge ?
vVo calculate how much tonnage dues a ship would have paid in ordinary circumstances. If she had been 
charged ordinary tonnage dues she would not have had an exclusive right to the wharf, "We charge so 
much extra in order that the company should have an exclusive right to a berth. The calculation was 
worked.out three years ago. 1 think the Orient Company would have paid between £1,500 and £1,600 
a year in tonnage dues.
770. Tor having Ihe absolute right to so many feet of wharfage they pay a percentage over and above
what they would pay in tonnage dues ? Yes. ^
771. Is there any growing desire on the part of shipowners to secure additional berths at Circular Quay?
There has been of late. The E. and A. Co. go there for a berth and pay the ordinary tonnage dues, but 
they have not an exclusive rigid, to the berth. "When they arc not using the berth 1 can me it for any 
other purpose. "
772. If they desired to get an absolute right to the berth could they rent it ? Yes.
773. It suits their business arrange men ts not to rent it? Just so ; it is.chcaper for them not to rent it.
11]'. Is the.tendency of the export trade to concentrate itself at Circular Quav or to divide itself at 
Millers Point and round Darling Harbour? I think it has a tendency to go over towards Pyrmont,
775. Why? T could not say why ;. but for years largo warehouses have been built at Pyrmont, and I 
presume it is for the convenience of getting the wool in there for sale. I do not know of any other 
reason.
/7G. You know pretty well how the goods are handled winch come here from the country? Yes.
777. Suppose a railway were built along the western side of the city and the wharfs became Government 
properly, do you think that a large percentage of the produce of the country could be taken direct to the 
ships and bo sent straight away ? No. "

Why? Wool, for instance, has to go from the railway into the warehouses to be sorted and sold.
Then, after the andion sale is over, it has to go from the warehouses to the dumping-places, and then it 
has to go on board the ships. '
7/9. In other words, it is a product which has to bo handled and dealt with before it is shipped ? Yes.
7S[). Wool, J take it, is the largest item of export? No doubt.
781. Consequently it will bring She largest amount of traffic to the railway? Yes.
782. Taking the items which may be shipped direct, such as grain, frozen meat, minerals, and butter, 
nave you seen any of Ihesc dealt with directly? 1 have soon froz.cn meat dealt with.
783. Will you be good enough to say how it'is dealt with at the present time? I do not know how it is 
dealt with before it comes from Biverstone.
784. Is it the practice to freeze meat in the country ? ] cannot sav.
785. Is it not nearly all frozen in Sydney? I think so. '
786. How do they, deal with it here ? They take it in ordinary carts from the freezing works and bring 
it alongside the ship eyen the Orient Co. s boats—at night-1 ime ; and so they do at Pyrmont wharf and 
at M‘IIwraith’s wharf—in fact, all the frozen meat is shipped in the way it is done in Darling Harbour.
7S7. Do Geddes’freeze their meat at TGrribiUi Point? It comes from the country in a railway truck 
which is put on a punt at Pyrmont wharf and taken over to North Shore. ’ ‘

788.
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Capi. J. 7SS. If that is possible would it rot be equally possible to bring that car on a barge to the P. and 0. or 
ac sou. j.jjC Qrjent; wharf, or to "Woolloomooloo Bay, and ship ihc stuff direct out of the cars on to the boats ? It 

Is Poss^e> I think it -would be more expensive. _
‘‘ ' 789. The frozen meat is transferred to ships in this wa3r by ordinary vehicles as well as by refrigerating

cars ? Yes.
790. Does that appear to be ample for the business;—do you think it is retarding the business ? The only 
complaint I have had—and that was only a few days ago—was received indirectly from the Riverstone 
Meat Works, and it was that the Railway Commissioners’ objected to allow their carts to go through the 
railway yard at Darling Harbour, because tliey could have shipped the meat more quickly at Pyrmont 
wharf than by going round all the way to M'llwraith’s.
791. Is that item of export of such weight and importance that it would justify the construction of a 
railway round the western foreshore for the purpose of shipment ? I do not think so.
792. Do you think if a railway -were made there would be two traiuloads of frozen meat in a week for 
shipment ? lam sure there would not,
793. Oonseqnently that item of export is not so large as to justify any great expenditure ? Ho.
791. It has to depend for exportation upon the available space which can be found in the mail steamers ? 
Yes. ’
795. And in the specially constructed steamers which have come here occasionally ? Yes.
796. But there is no such thing as a daily exportation of frozen meat ? Ho.
797. If it were to increase 100 times, what then ? Then it could be accommodated in the newr berths at 
Darling Island. There is no doubt that that will be the great export depot for wool and frozen meat.
798. You are very clear in your mind that there is no justification for resuming wharfs or constructing 
railways to deal with that ? Ho ; I am sure they would not put it into a truck,
799. The movement of butter is very much easier than that of frozen meat ? Yes ; it is packed in small 
cases,
800. Has there been any direct exportation of grain from this Colony f Not to my knowledge.
801. If it should become an item of exportation how could it be dealt with under existing arrangements ? 
It could go by rail to Pj-rmont wharf, and be shipped direct from the trucks.
802. Suppose that there was a constant trade, how many ships a year could be berthed at Pyrmont and 
Darling Island, allowing ample time for a ship to unload and load ? I should say 500, hut it would ail 
depend upon the despatch which a vessel would get. It would all depend on the appliances and the despatch.
803. Do you think that will he sufficient to deal with the trade of the port for the next twenty-five
years? I have no hesitation in saying yes. I do not suppose the Colony will go ahead any faster than 
it has done during the thirty years I have resided here. .
804. Suppose that got filled* up, would it then bo possible to fall back upon "Woolloomooloo Bay if it were 
all wharfed ? Yes.
805. Which would give almost as much accommodation as the two places you have spoken of ? Yes.
806. Practically for twenty-five or forty years ahead the Government has ample accommodation for the
shipping to take the produce of the country ? 1 thought I was very much within the mark in saying
thirty years.
807. Is that your opinion? It is my opinion.
808. J suppose it would be very difficult to calculate the cost of resuming all the wharfs along the fore
shore ? I think so. I have given some thought to this question, and it seems to mo that if the Govern
ment resumes all the private wharfs it will unhinge all the importing and exporting business for years. It 
affects not alone the wharfs, but all the warehouses. It seems to me that if the Government resumes all 
the wharfs it will have to act for a cerium time as a middleman between the producer and the consumer,
809. Is there not existing among the wharf-owners a system of differential or graduated rates ? As far 
as I know the Wharf Association charges full rates. An agreement was made some years ago that no 
refunds should he made, but there are wharfs outside the Association which do give very large rebates— 
50 and 60 and even 75 per cent.
810. Mr. Mumphcry.~\ Are they important wharfs ? Yes ; they take a very large number of import ships, 
and some of the export ships as well.
811. Mr. Lee.'\ If the Government resumed these wharfs it would be necessary to make a rate for 
wharfage or tonnage or fix a rental or have some uniform rate ? The Government has that now.
812. If the Government once departed from that and began to make differential rates I presume the 
wharfage business would result in endless confusion ? Not always.
813. Is there not a class of trade carried in ships of a cheap and unimportant character where they cannot 
afford to pay heavy tonnage or wharfage rates ? Yes, there are goods on which the wharfage is very heavy.
814. Where they will have to go to some remote part of the harbour to get cheaper wharfage accommo
dation? Ho. It is not the unfortunate importer, hut a ring in London that gets the benefit of the 
refunds, so I understand.
S15. Suppose that all tho wharfs on the western side were resumed, is there not a class of small shipping 
trade which would not bo able to go to these wharfs ? There are all the coasting traders and the different 
companies which have a fixed business; it would unhinge the whole of their business.
816. Mr. Wright.-] They pay no wharfage ? It is added into the freight in most cases.
817. Mr. Lee~\ Do you think the Government should resort to that sort of business ? I do not.
SIS. Do they resort to that sort of thing at Circular Quay? Ho.
819. It is not likely that the State could pursue any such underhand policy as that? Ho. In order that 
you may not be under a misapprehension, let me add that I have recommended a refund of the wharfage 
on the wheat coming from California. If 1 had not done so, the wharfs outside the Wharf Association 
would have taken my business away; and the railways besides the wharfs would liave been losers.
820. Do you think that if the Government were to resume the western wharfs and put them in a good 
state of- repair and keep them well equipped, and construct a railway at the back of them to convey the 
stuff to and fro. it would attract any more shipping to them than goes there now ? Ho.
821. President.] Which, iu your opinion, is the more valuable wharfage frontage in Sydney—Sydney 
Cove, Circular Quay, or Darling Harbour, embracing also Miller’s Point to the north and that area 
abutting on the bridge to the south. Taking it foot for fod which is the more valuable ? Circular Quay.
822. Is it twice as valuable ? Yes.

823.
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823. "Would it rent for twice tlie money taking it right through ? I think bo.
824. You cannot tell us exactly what it cost you to earn £32,000 at Circular Quay in 1895? I think it
cost about £2,500. ■
82.». The distance embracing Miller’s Point and Barling Harbour, right to the end of the harbour, is 
twice the area of Circular Quay ? J think so.
S2G. If your calculation be correct, then the gross earnings of that extent of foreshore, if it were in the 
hands of the G-overnmcnt. would be £32,000 ? Yes.
S27. Mr. Roberts.'] What allowance did you make on the Californian wheat ? Thirty per cent.; if I had 
not done it, I should have lost some thousands of pounds.

Capt. J. 
Jackson,

5 Mar., 1S97,

TUESDAY, 9 MARCH, 1897.

^Irtsrnt:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).

The Hon. Eredehick Thomas Huirarery, M.L.C. - 
Tho Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
Tho Hon. Charles James Boukrts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Prank Parnell.

Charles Ax eked Leu, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Pecan, Esq., M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P.
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Prancis Aihiustus Weight, Esq., M.P.

. Esq., M.P.
Captain John Jackson, Manager of Public "Wharfs, further examined:—

S2S. Presidents] You have obtained some information which was desired by the Commission on Priday ? 
I beg to hand in a return showing tho cost of the management and collection of the rovenue for the year 
1895. [F7Pi? Appendix.]
S29. Does it show tho interest on the capital expenditure on each wharf ? No; that information is being 
prepared.
830. Mr. Hoskins.] Have you tho cost of all tho Government wharfs ? The Treasury is getting that 
information prepared, and I am preparing the whole of the rovenue returns since 1874.
831. president.] Will you bo good enough to give the figures for each wharf ? In 1895 the cost for
Circular Quay was £2,201 19s. Gd ; for Cowpcr wharf, £6G7 ; for Pyrmont wharf, £583 ; for Darling 
Harbour, £3i4 4s.; for Ulackwattlo wharf, £354 ; for Byron Bay, £125; for Woolgoola, £125; for Coifs 
Harbour, £125 ; and for White Bay, £65. 1 may state that the cost of the collection in the case of the
two wharfs to the northward is moro than tho revenue—the cost exceeds the collection by about 50 per 
cent.
832. You were asked to consider the respective values of tho foreshores of Sydney Cove and Darling 
Harbour, right from Miller’s Point to the end of the harbour, for leasing pui'poses, and to submit a 
comparative statement based on what is obtained by the Government for the Sydney Cove wharfs, to 
enable us to form an opinion as to what may be reasonably expected from the wharfs from Miller’s Point 
to tho head of Darling Harbour ? I must qualify tho statement slightly. Circular Quay is of far greater 
value if all things were equal. Circular Quay is’ of the greatest value for the present trade, but some of 
tbe Darling Harbour wharfs—that is, the intercolonial wharfs—arc of greater value for that purpose than 
Circular Quay would be, because Circular Quay or Perm Cove would never be suitable for the inter
colonial trade. The whole business of the intercolonial trade is centred in Sussex-street.
833. Can you make a comparative statement, taking 4,000 foot of frontage in Sydney Cove and 4,000 feet
of frontage in Darling Harbour—that is, 2 ,000 feet above the bridge and 2,000 feet below tbe bridge ? ] t
is only guesswork, but I should say that the wharfs in connection with the intercolonial trade at Susscx- 
street are of equal value with Sydney Cove wharfs.
834. Tailing it right through, does the State get a fair return from Sydney Cove ? I think so.
835. Can you make a statement as to 4,000 feet in Sydney Cove and 4,000 feet in Darling Harbour, 
taking an average of their respective values ? There are some parts of Darling Harbour which are of 
very little value. There are 4,000 feet at Darling Harbour, above tho bridge, not worth, ,1, suppose, 
one-fourth of what Circular Quay is; but tbore are other parts of Darling Harbour which are—for instance, 
the Union Company’s wharf, Huddart Parker’s wharf, and the North Coast company’s wharf.
830. Would 8,000 feet in Darling Harbour, taking tho length wo have described, be twice as valuable as
4.000 1'cct in Sydney Cove for leasing purposes? J think 4,000 feet of the wharfs I mentioned would be 
of equal value to 4,000 feet at Circular Quay.
837. Would the other 4,000 feet be one-haif, or one-third, or one-fourth of the value ? It all depends
upon what business there is to do, ■
838. Is it one-half the value? I should say about half.
839. Taking the whole of Darling Harbour right through, a foot of Darling Harbour would he worth, 
for leasing purposes, about three-fourths of a foot m Sydney Cove ? That would be it, approximately.
840. Have you taken into consideration that, generally speaking, in Sydney Cove the boats are berthed 
parallel to the frontage, whereas in Darling Harbour tliey are generally berthed at right angles ? Nearlj’ 
in all cases.
841. Docs not that fact alter your statement in any way ? 1 do not think so. I do not consider the
boats at all; I consider tbe frontages for leasing purposes.
842. If it were in the hands of the Government, you think you could collect for a length of tho foreshore 
we have described, foot for foot, three-quarters of what you get for Sydney Cove? I think so.
843. If it were resumed, could we base the returns on that proportion ? Yes; I would leave the jetties 
out altogethep.
841. Is it your opinion that if the Government were to resume the frontages to tho extent of 8,000 or
9.000 feet you would get between £40,000 or £50,000 a year from the lessees, or would you get more ?
T’"' ~ " " " "a great deal upon the businessdependI think we would get £40,000 a year ; but, of course, it would 
done.
845. We cannot separate your reply from the information upon which you base it? 
go on except the value of the Circular Quay wharfs.

Capt. J. 
Jackson.
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There is no basis to

846.
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Capt. J. 846. Do jou consider that is a fair basis ? Tho only basis we have is the public wharfs.
Jackson, Taking tho basis of the public wharfs, do you think it is reasonable to suppose that you would get

9 Mar^'lSST or f50,000 a year if the wharfs were resumed ? I think so.
ar., i. g,j.g_ jifr, Hoskins.] Is it not a fact that a great many of the wharfs in Darling Harbour have scarcely a

vessel lying at them for six months in the year ? The principal part of Darling Harbour is taken up
with intercolonial ships.
849. I mean tbe wharfs where the foreign vessels lie ? Those wharfs are round at Miller's Point.
850. Mr. Humphery.] In estimating the value of Darling Harbour have you taken into consideration the 
fact that the jetties berth a larger number of vessels than can possibly be berthed if the vessels lie 
broadside on at the quay V I have thought of that; but I would rather leave the jetties out altogether.
851. How can you leave the jetties out in estimating the value of the wharf frontage ? If ive take 
Circular Quay as a basis it is all frontage.
852. jtfr. Wright.] You have jetties at the lower end of Circular Quay F Yes; but we do not use them 
very much. Jetty berths are never anything near the value of a broadside berth. At a jetty of, say 35 
to 40 feet, they put two vessels to discharge inward cargo. In my estimation that is not right. "When 
two vessels discharge inward cargo at a narrow jetty the cargo all becomes mixed.
853. Mr. Humphery.] At Circular Quay, lying broadside on, what frontage would you require for one of 
the Union Co’s largest boats ? About 300 feet.
854. "With 300 feet frontage at Darling Harbour how many jetties could you have ? Two.
855. Which would accommodate four vessels? Probably,
856. Does if not follow, if you are using jetties at Darling Harbour and not at Sydney Cove, that for 
business purposes Darling Harbour must he more valuable to tbe lessees ? It is of as much value I think 
as Circular Quay for that particular business, for the Union Company and the coasting boats in the 
intercolonial trade 1 think it would be fair to say that it wrould be of equal value to Circular Quay, but I 
do not think it would be of any greater value.
857. Is this what you wish to convey: that the rent obtained from one berth at Circular Quay would be 
equal to the rent obtained from four berths in Darling Harbour? As you put it, I think it is right. A 
large berth at Circular Quay would be equal in value to two jetties at Darling Harbour.
858. In estimating the leasehold value of the frontages to Darling Harbour, does your estimate of an 
annual rent of £40,000 or £50,000 include Sydney Cove, Miller’s Point, and Darling Harbour? The 
whole of Darling Harbour, which starts from Miller’s Point.
859. "What properties would yon include in your estimate ? I would take from Smith’s wharf right up to 
the iron wharf in Darling Harbour.
860. Upon what do you base your estimate ? It is only an approximate estimate.
861. Would it not be more correct to say it is a random guess ? It is very random,
862. It is not based on any figures or any knowledge ? Except the value of Circular Quay. I told the 
Commission on Eriday that I know nothing about the collections they have.
863. Tho opinion you have expressed as to the annual value of these frontages may be regarded as a 
random estimate ? It is simply my own idea of what it would be.
864. President.] Eegarding that opinion as an approximate statement of the value of the frontages in
Darling Harbour, can ive apply it round to Dawes Point on the same basis ? Round by Dawes Point 
there are some very large broadside berths. "
865. Is it as valuable as Circular Quay ? No.
866. Would your three-quarters value still pretty well hold? Yes.
867. You were also to think over the question of broken goods and the value of a railway to the foreshores 
of the harbour;—can you make a statement in regard to those matters? I have made a statement as 
to the exports. I do not think the goods put from the ships into the railway trucks would be enough to 
pay for the greasing of the wheels. Nearly all the cargo which arrives here is taken to the warehouses,
868. Do you know the dray freight from the ships to the railway ? It varies, but I think it is Is. 4d. a 
ton now.
869. Can we take Is. Gd. a ton as a fair estimate ? I think so.
870. A comparison between the cost of 2 miles carriage, road aud rail, would not bo a fair one, because 
the route is not direct? No. It has to go to warehouses to be repacked, but of course there are a few 
exceptional cases where it goes direct.
871. With regard to a general principle or general expenditure, those cases are not worth considering ? No.
872. We infer from your evidence that Sydney is a distributing depot for the Colony ? Undoubtedly.
873. The goods are broken here ? Yes.
874. Have you formed any opinion as to which will be the beat shipping depbt for coal in the port? I 
think GHebe Island.
875. How would you get to Glebe Island ? "By train.
876. If the coal has to come from Eveleigh to get to Glebe Island without passing over a bridge, you 
would have to turn hack along the southern line some little distance ? I do not know anything about the 
lines of railways.
877. In forming an opinion as to the best place in the harbour to carry on the coal trade you have to 
consider the accessibility of the place ? A branch railway would have to be constructed from a main line 
to Glebe Island.
878. You propose, in reaching Glebe Island, to cross over a bridge near the present bridge ? Yes ; but; 
I could not say where.
S/9. Why do you believe it is the best place to ship coal at? In the first place because it belongs to the 
Government, and iu the second place because there is deep water. There is plenty of room for constructing 
shoots on the island. I think the coal could be shipped by shoots instead of cranes, which would save an 
immense deal of labour and cost; I mean something on the same principle as tSic Stockton Coal Company 
has at Stockton wharf at Newcastle, jt saves all the hydraulic machinery and everything else.
880. In your opinion the present coal-shipping appliances in this port are unsatisfactory Y Yes.
881. And after considering the question you have come to the conclusion that the best shipping place 
will he Glebe Island? Yes.
882. Where do. you think that wheat will eventually be shipped ? 1 think it will ho shipped from the 
wharfs which will be constructed between Pyrmont wharf and Darling Island, i.ppluding the latter.

883.
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883. 'Where is frozen mutton to be shipped? At the same place, and the railway will bring It to the 
warehouse if necessary,
884. Where is the wool to be shipped ? At the same place. -
885. There is ample room there in conjunction with what you have got elsewhere ? Yes.
886. You regard Woolloomooloo Bay as an import bay ? Yes.
887. You do not believe it is necessary to connect the bay with the railway ? Xo ; I consider Woolloo
mooloo Bay and Circular Quay will iu a very few years be used exclusively for importing.
888. And no connection is necessary with the railway, because there will be no trade direct from the 
wharfs into the interior at present ? Kb.
889. Mr, Hoskins."] Bo you think there ever will be a large trade done through tho Woolloomooloo 
wharfs ? There is a good deal of trade done there now.
890. All yon are doing now with Ihe new wharfs is to unload broken metal there for the streets ? It is 
past the wool season now; but Woolloomooloo Bay has been pretty fully occupied during the past season.
891. With three berths; but what about the berths which are going to be built round towards Potts’
Point? Only two berths are going to be built, and I think there is a firm in Sydney which will take the 
two. ” ”

Capt. J. 
Jackson.

9 Mar., 1897.

S92. As regards tho import trade and export trade of Sydney, is it your opinion that Sydney is amply 
supplied with wharfs, and will be supplied for many years to come ? Vos.
893. Mr. Clarke.] In your estimate of tho annual revenue to be derived from Barling Harbour, did you 
include the associated wharfs from Walker’s wharf in Smith's wharf? Ko.
891. Then there would he a further income derived from those associated wharfs ? I think so.
895. Bo you think that Barling Island would not be a very good place to ship coal from? I think it 
would be a pity to put coal there. 1 think it will be occupied by oilier products.
896. Bo you give any rebates on wharfages? Yes ; on wheat.
89/. It is the custom, I believe, for the owners or agents of vessels to receive rebates ? Yes, where they 
can get it. .
898. And sometimes something is given to the captain as well ? T do not know,
899. Are you aware that sometimes as much as 50 per cent., and oven more, has been refunded ? I am 
quite sure it has been as much as 75 per cent.
900. If the Government resumed the wharfs that would put an end to any rebates? I do not think so.
901. Would the Government give rebates? Ko; but even if.the Government did not there would bo 
plenty of foreshore where private people would put up wharfs and give rebates and compete with the 
Government.
902. Mr. Hoskins.] Suppose that the wharfs in Barling Harbour were resumed by Government, do von 
or do yon not think that people would start wharfs in oilier parts of the harbour with the view of attracting 
customers ? Of course they would.
903. Therefore, the expectation of the Government that they would get all tho trade would not ho realised ? 
Ko ; it would pay people to put wharfs on North Shore and punt the things across.
904. Mr. Clarke.] Are you aware that some of the associated wharfs in certain paris of the year are 
almost idle ? All ■wharfs—the Government wharfs as well as the others—are.
905. That-is not the case in Barling 11 arbour? Kot at the Pyrmont wharfs, which arc nearly always
occupied, " J
906. I mean at the private wharfs? They are not fully occupied ; no more are tlie wharfs in Woolloo
mooloo Bay or Circular Quay in the off season.
90/. Are jou aware that nearly all the private wharfs in Barling Harbour arc pretty well occupied at the 
present time ? Yes. 1
908. Bo you think that the appliances at the private wharfs in Barling Harbour arc quite sufficient for 
the public? I think so. Private owners seem to me to improve their properties as they are required.
909. Bo tho steamship companies charge wharfage in Barling Harbour? I do not think tliey do. In 
some cases they may, and in other eases they do not. I think it is generally added on to the freight.
910. Are you aware that most of the butter when it comes from Ihe country, either by rail or sailing 
vessels, is sent to refrigerating rooms in various parts of the harbour, and that it is”then carted to the various 
shipping places ? Yes.
911. It would not he any benefit to the butter trade if a railway were made round the wharfs ? I do uot 
think so.
912. Mr. Hoskins.] Is it a fact that a number of the private wharf-owners at Miller’s Point and Barling 
Harbour have not obtained a permit from the Government to build their wharfs in the harbour ? I am 
not prepared to say that.
913. \ou do not know whether they pay any rent to tho Government for the right to occupy the fore
shores ? 1 think they do ; I think the Department of Lands looks pretty well after that.

WEDNESDAY, 10 MARCH, 1897.

3Prmnt: —
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Psp., M.P. (PnusnjFXT)

Tho Hon. IbiEDEiiick- Tirow.vs Ilunrjmtv, M.L.C. 
The Bon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Boherts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
Henry Curke, Psq,. M P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq , M.P.

John- Lionel Jure jin, Esq . M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Brack. Esq., M.P.
1’rancis Augustus Wright, Ikq., M.P. 
Prank Parnell, Esq, M.P.

M illiam Thow, Chief Mechanical Engineer, Bepartment of Haihvays, sworn, and examined :—- 
914. President.] What position do you hold ? I am Chief Mechanical Engineer for B,ail ways, 
die. Have yon any knowledge of the various schemes of railway extension before this Commission ? I 
fvu’6 ^ knowledge of them, except what 1 have gathered from the press from time to time.
Yes ^ 0U i1I'e ilWar° 0f tllG proposal to extend the railway sygtqm to a site iu Hyde Park ?

eS' 26~^ 917.

W. Thow.
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W. Thow. j)]^_ You arc not prepared to make a statement on the relative merits of a surface line and a lino in a 
tunuel? IVo. Generally speaking, I consider a surface line very mucli better than a line in a tunnel. 

ar'’ ' 1 should always prefer a station that bad not to deal with a line running through tunnels. My experience 
of the underground railway in Loudon would lead me to think that where tunnels could be avoided they 
ought to be avoided. ■ _
918. Take, for instance, the question of a station site, and then divide that question into two, namely»
tho convenience of passengers and the convenience of working such a station, and then draw a com
parison between an underground station and a surface station ? Both the convenience of the public and 
the convenience of working arc much greater on a surface station. _
919. Why ? The fact that passengers have to asrend and descend, even though you may give them the
best appliances for that purpose, is an immense objection to a station underground. ^ _
920. The approach to the station is bettor on ibe surface than it is underground? Unquestionably.
Then for the working of tho station yon have the thing before yon in daylight; whereas, if yon adopt 
a tunnel as an entrance to the station, you can see no further than the mouth of the tunnel. The 
simplicity of working a station iu daylight, ns compared with a station wdiich is approached by a tunnel, is 
very great indeed. _ _ ,
921. Ts it a very vital thing, in your opinion? For successful working, I think it is. _
022. Ton think it is almost vital? 1 think so. 1 should consider it so if I were choosing between a 
station on the level and a station approached by tunnels. _ ,
923. You do regard it as a vital question ? T regard it as being a most important question. I do not 
say that both stations cannot be worked, because wo know that they can. In that sense, perhaps, the 
word vital would be an improper one to apply to it. Wc know that a station may bo approached by a 
tunnel and still be worked; yet the difference is so great that., generally speaking, l should say tho 
importance of a station not approached by tunnels is very groat, _
924. In regard to efficiency, there can be no doubt about a. surface station ? Yone whatever.
925. In regard to the cost of working, is there any doubt in regard to a surface station ? The cost of
working is less. _ . , .
92G. Therefore, in regard to efficiency, convenience, and cost of working, a surface station, in your opinion, 
is infinitely better? Yes. Now, let me say what I meant by approaching stations in tunnels. lam 
speaking upon a question whicli would be illustrated by an underground line such as the underground 
line in London, where tho tunnels approach tho station from each side, and uhcre the tunnels are long 
and continuous. A short tunnel is an inconvenience ; but then it is not an objection to the same extent that 
long continuous tunnels are. Another distinction ; tunnels on both sides of a station must make it much 
more difficult to work than one tunnel on one side ol the station, especially if that tunnel is a short one. 
I want you to understand the idea of a station approached by tunnels that I had in my mind when I was 
speaking just now. . ,
927. V\Thy will an underground station -be more costly than a surface station ;—do you mean that it will
require morn hands to work it ? Undoubtedly, simply because vrour view is limited of the working which has 
to be brought in to it and taken out of it. It would require an increased number of signals, 1 take it, as 
well as an increased number of hands. ■ _ , . . ,
928. 'Would it be a serious matter to have the suburban traffic brought into a terminal station in Sydney
by a great length of tunnel, say a tunnel 30 chains long ? I should very much prefer io have an approach 
without a tunnel unless the tunnel were a long way off. _ _ _
929. Is there any objection to a tunnel on the line of route not immediately contiguous to the station ?
It depends upon how far it may be from tho station. T think, for instance, the tunnel at Jteofern is a very 
great inconvenience That will give yon an idea of what 1 mean. All the traffic has to puss through the 
neck of a bottle as it were, just a short distance from the station, and anything of that kind must incom
mode the traffic. _
930. Imagine a tunnel midway between the stations leaung a distance of 2,000 feet between the end of 
the tunnel and the terminal station? I should think it would be a great inconvenience.
931. What objection would there be to working a line with a tunnel in it provided that you had tho same 
width of line and that it was contiguous to tho station ? No difficulty unless it congests the traffic. On

. the Hawkcsbury line there is no inconvenience in having a tunnel beyond the inconvenience of increased
capital cost. _ .
932. Take the question of tho inconvenience to the passengers travelling in a tunnel 30 chains long ? 
With regard to ventilation, I do not think them would be any difficulty.
933. You could keep the tunnel clean? 1 think so. ... .
934. You could construct the tunnel so that it would not affect the travelling public ? Not materially.
935. How would you propose to ventilate a tunnel of that kind? That would depend a good deal on its
position. There are various ways of ventilating a tunnel. An ordinary fan and other means which 
produce a current of air are tried. The descent of water, for instance, carrying down a current of air 
with it, whore the natural conformation and the supply of water are suitable, has ircqucntly been used for 
the ventilation of tunnels, and very successfully, too. _
93G. In your opinion, a tunnel, as far as the travelling public are concerned, can ho sufficiently ventilated? 
As far as that length of tunnel is concerned, I do not think there would be much objection to it in the 
way of ventilation. _
937. Have you travelled through the tunnels on the Ulawarra lino ? That is a single line, and you can 
never get a single line tunnel clear because of its width. The tunnel in which it is proposed to carry the 
suburban traffic could be ventilated much more easily than a tunnel on a single line. I do not think 
there would he any difficulty in keeping a tunnel to accommodate four sets of rails moderately free.
938. Are there any other means by which you can ventilate a tunnel ? Other means are used. Fires, for
instance, are sometimes used, but it depends on the position, the conformation of the ground, and the 
construction of the tunnel, what means are used. 1 do not think there is any difficulty in finding a 
mechanical means for ventilating a tunnel, _ _
939. Suppose that instead of passing through the parks with a cut and cover, or an open cutting with 
abundant ventilation, you were 30 feet under the park going from Liverjioof-street towards St. .Tamos’

' Church, and the tunnel were 30 chains long, how would you veui.ilato it ? J am not prepared at present
to say what means 1 should adopt, but I have no doubt that mechanical means could be used to ventilate 
such a tunnel. 940.
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94i0. There is an. idea abroad in the community that tho moment you enter a tunnel you suffer some W* Thow. 
inconvenience, and the question is whether that inconvenience is suilicieniiy great to justify huge land 
resumptions? I think the.question is simply one of convenience to the public. a'’'’
941. Why, in your opinion, is a surface line better than a line in a tunnel ? Simply because you have a 
free open line, and you are not submitting the traffic or the public to the inconvenience of a tunnel.
942. What is tho inconvenience of a tunnel ? There are various inconveniences.
943. Would there be any inconvenience in regard to ventilation ? That you could make the ventilation in 
a tunnel ns pure as the outside air I do not believe, but I do believe that the ventilation of such a tunnel 
could be effected. In the Mount Cenis tunnel there is good ventilation. There is no inconvenience, 
comparatively speaking, in passing through that tunnel.
944. Mr. HoskinsThe locomotives do not burn coal ? They use the ordinary locomotives, aud the 
ventilation is very good. That people travelling through the tunnels would not prefer to travel in the open _ 
air I do not believe for a moment, but still there you have an example of ventilation in tunnels.
945. Have you ever travelled by tlie London and North-western Kailway from London to Liverpool ? Yes.
946. You arc aware, I presume, that as you Approach the terminal station at Liverpool you have to go 
througli a tunnel on an incline ? Yes.
947. There is very much traffic on that railway ? Yes.
948. Is there any great inconvenience caused by that tunnel? I think bo. I would very much prefer an 
open cutting,
949. Have you ever heard of the authorities of that railway saying that great inconvenience is caused by 
the tunnel ? I am quite sure that railway people would prefer an open line. There is no railway man
who would prefer a tunnel iu entering an important station if he could get rid of it. ’
950. In the case of the underground railways iu London, is the smoke in the tunnels an inconvenience ?
It is a great inconvenience.
951. Why ? Because they cannot ventilate the tunnels to any extent; they have to trust simply to
natural ventilation. '
952. Why cannot they be ventilated? They have not the means of doing it without going to very heavy 
expense; it has never been provided for.
953. What would the heavy expense be ? They would have to acquire property, put down engine-houses 
and fan-houses, and carry their fuel and'go to a very large expense indeed for every length of tunnel.
954. If it be so expensive a thing to do in London, why is it that it may be done so simply here?
Because we would have only one tunnel, I take it, to deal with, whereas there they have tunnels rightalong 
the whole route. ’
955. Mr. IloskinsJ] They have air-holes in tlie Temple Gardens ? They cut their tunnels where they are
able to do it, and allow tho air to pass out. There is nothing more than mere natural ventilation in those 
tunnels. ■
950. PrcsiUtnt^ In the underground railways in London the smoke is a groat public inconvenience ?
J'lie gases passing from the engine arc.
957. There wiil be as much smoke from an engine in Australia as there is from an engine in London ?
.lust about the same, 1 think.
958. There would be the same amount of smoke in a railway tunnel in Sydney as there is in an under
ground railway in London ? Yes. "
959. Unless some special trouble were taken here which lias not been taken in London there would bn
serious inconvenience here ? Unless you ventilate the tunnel by special moans I think it would be a 
serious inconvenience. ,
960. Is there a special need for ventilation in London ? 1 think so. Wherever you have a long tunnel
tliere is a special need. * '
961. Notwithstanding that fact it has not been done? Not in tbe underground tunnels.
902. Although it lias been so serious a matter, it has been regarded as wiser to allow the public to submit 
to Llm inconvenience rather than go to the expenditure of ventilating the tunnels ? No. I do not think 
the difficulty whicli has since arisen was properly understood when the funnels were made. It was 
assumed at the time the underground railway was inaugurated that locomotive engines could bo 
constructed so as to confine the gases in the fire-box and smoke-box of the engine until they came to an 
open place, and then allow them to escape. That was the idea on vyliich the engineers who constructed 
the underground railway worked, and the fact that the gases could not be confined in the engine became 
apparent afterwards. The tunnels liave since become very foul indeed from tbe escape of those gases and 
the enormous increase of traffic which took place.
963. Mr. Hoskins.1] I suppose you know that it is proposed to substitute electric railways under the 
underground railways in the metropolis ? 'I think it is very likely that they will. The idea at the time 
was that they would not have to abandon the use of steam in the tunnels. Instead of allowing the steam 
to pass up the chimney they took it back into tanks and condensed it there, so that steam could be used 
all the time the tram was in tunnels. The only object they had iu view was to confine the gases from 
the fire-box iu the engine, so as to prevent their emission in the tunnels.
964. President.] Is it a fact that in some of the recent legislation in London the Board of Trade has 
prohibited the use of steam, and that in a recent Act, winch was obtained by the proprietors of some 
important underground railway, it was made imperative that no steam should bo used ? 1 have no doubt 
that was tho result of their experience of the underground railway.
965. Of a tunnel ? Pardon me, sir, not of a tunnel, but of ihe underground railways. You have a special 
system which is totally different from ordinary railway tunnels.
966. The members of tbe Board of Trade are presumed to be men pretty well up to date? Precisely so; 
but I should think lhat the Board would never say that no railway company was to construct a tunnel.
95/. Lou grant that the Board of Trade did say, in connection with tunnel work for carrying passengers 
in London, that they should use electricity, or rather, that they should not use steam ? TVhere they 
have a repetition of the underground railway, certainly 1 should think tlie Board of Trade tried to get tbe 
best accommodation for the public that they could, *
968. Hoes it not appear to you that the Board of Trade regarded the working of steam engines for 
passenger traffic in tunnels, in London, as a serious matter? Judging from the experience it has had 
with tbe underground railways, I should say yes.

969.
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W. Thow. 9G9. The Board of Trade has as full a knowledge of means of ventilation as it is possible for anyone to 
obtain? I think so.

10 Mar., 189/. ijj-q Notwitstanding that, they believe that it was unwise to extend the system of tunnels worked by 
steam in London ? Apparently. "
971. 'Will you explain how you can ventilate an underground railway in Sydney and not in London? I 
do not think you will succeed any better in tbe ventilation if your underground railway here is similar 
to tbe underground railway in London.
972. Therefore, if it be an underground railway in Sydney, tbe differences, which are sufficiently strong 
to weigh with the Board of Health, ought to prevent us from constructing here a railway worked by 
steam? Certainly. I would not recommend an underground railway for Sydney.
973. Ton wrould have no objection to a portion of the railway being underground ? That would depend
on the length of the portion. “

’ 974. Will you limit your length ? If it was a long tunnel I think it would be an objectionable thing; 
but if it is only a short tunnel ventilation can reduce the objection.
975. Give us an idea between a short tunnel and a long tunnel? T have no doubt that a tunnel, say 
half a mile long, would be an objectionable thing, as far as the passengers are concerned ; but I do not 
say that even a tunnel half a mile long it is impossible to ventilate.
979. Mr. ffumphery,~\ Will you explain how the tunnel throught Mount Cenis is satisfactorily ventilated ? 
That tunnel is constructed with two inclines, ascending from a lower level to a higher level; they are 
not equal inclines in length, and towards the centre of the tunnel there is a natural draught.
9/7. Mr. Hoskins.'] Have they not fires at the end ? 1 am not quite sure that they use any other means 

■ than the natural means I mentioned; but I think they have openings near the apex of the tunnel.
97S. Mr. Lee^\ Have they an exhaust fan there? I do not think so; Ido not thiuk they have any 
mechanical appliances, unless it be fires.
979. Mr. Boberts!] Is there any difference between the ventilation of that tunnel and the ventilation of 
the St. Gothard tunnel in Switzerland? X have not been through the St. Gothard tunnel, but I know 
the other very well.
980. Mr. Humphery.] How is the smoke disposed of? It simply passes out with the air.
981. By what means—by openings to the surface? By the draught through tho tunnel to the points
where tlie air escapes. '
9S2. What distance apart are the shafts ? I am not sure ; T do not think there arc many shafts.
983. Hoiv wide is tho tunnel ? It is only for two pairs of rails.
9S4. It would be much easier to ventilate a tunnel able to accommodate three pairs of rails than to venti
late a tunnel to accommodate two pairs of rails? It would give a better chance for ventilation.
985. President.] The pollution of the air depends on the amount of smoko introduced into tlie tunnel ? 
Yes.
986. How many trains a day pass through the Mount Cenis tunnel? I am not able to tell you just now ;
but it is not a very rapid traffic. ' '
987. Would tbore be half a dozen trains a day ? Buliv lhat, I should say.
988. It is probable that every train entering that tunnel would go into pure air,—that ihe tunnel would 
have had time to clean itself between the departure of one train and the arrival of another ? j think that 
is very likely.
9S9, JDo you know the Gallic uInch comes into Bodforn ? Yes; wc have 300 or 400 engines passing 
through Itcdf'ern tunnel every day,
990. Mr. Parry, in his evidence, said:—On the 29th January, an ordinary day, the total number of 
passengers and goods trains, and light engines, passing through Kedf'ern tunnel, to and from the station, 
and Darling Harbour, was 561, and the number during the busiest hour was forty-five. On last Eight- 
hour holiday tho number of trains increased to 701, aud the number during tbe busiest hour of the day 
was fifty-two.” Suppose that thirty trains an hour pass through the Bedfern tunnel in the morning, that 
is a widely different thing to consider from one train passing through a tunnel in an hour? Yes.
991. Then the question of ventilation becomes a serious question ? The adoption of a tunnel is a thing 
which I could not recommend, but at the same time I think there are means of ventilating tunnels which 
might mitigate very considerably the evil you suggest.
992. The evil would still exist? To a certain extent it would undoubtedly; but that it would allow tho
tunnel to be as foul as a Wollongong tunnel or the underground ratlwav tunnels in London, I do not 
believe for a moment. "
993. Although the Board of Trade appears to regard the question of ventilation as almost insuperable,
yon do not think it is? ] do not think it is under certain circumstances. As far as an underground 
railway is concerned it seems to be insuperable, and if you have a similar case in Sydney it will be 
insuperable bore too. ~
991. What is your opinion with regard to using electric engines as far as Burwood or Stratbfield on tho 
western line, and. Hurstville on the southern line, and running these electric engines right into the central 
station wherever it may be? I do not see any necessity for it. I think it will be n great mistake to 
introduce two systems of traction on these railways. .
995. I ou dismiss (hat idea if it carries with it the extension of electricity to the suburban lines? Yes. 
The evil of having two systems of traction between Eveleigh and any terminal stalion you may erect in 
Sydney will be enormous. I think it ought to be placed altogether out of consideration.
996. Do you think we could apply electric traction to the whole of the suburban traffic ? T do not think 
it would be a good thing to do. 1 think it would be almost as great an evil as to have a break of gauge 
there.
997. It is not worth consideration, you think? I do not think there is any necessity for adopting it, as
far as the Sydney traffic is concerned. " '
998. Mr. Wright.] The suburban traffic is quite distinct from the through traffic ? Yes, as far aa the 
engines and carriages are concerned.
999. Yon do not think we should adopt electric traction for the suburban traffic alone, leaving the 
through rails for the through traffic ? Ido not see any necessity for it, To introduce it as a novelty 
would be a mistake, I am sure,
1000. Mr. Lee.] Would it be necessary, if it were aqiplied to suburban traffic, to apply it to the long

distance
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distance trafiic also ? I do not tliink it \vrould bo necessary, I think tlie importance of having steam ^ Tboir. 
traction for tlie loiig-distauee traffic would certainly never bring about a substitution of electricity for steam..
1001. Why would it ho as bad as a break of gauge to have an electric engine run out to Hurstville on the ar-,1897. 
line on which steam traction is now used? Simply because you introduce two systems of traction instead
of one. At present wo can lake any engine wc have and put it on to any train.
1002. Why cannot you do that with an electric engine ? lrou cannot. •
1003. Mr. Hoskiya.] If you had a sufficient number of engines you could? It would make' another 
system. It would be worse than running tram-motors and our locomotives on the same road.
1004. Pres^rn/.] Therefore we can dismiss the question of working the suburban traffic by electricity at
present? 1 do not see any necessity for it, ‘
300o. Mr. Moskins.lj I suppose you know that a portion of the Pennsylvanian railways—a large system 
in Amenca is now worked by electric engines ? I know that they have been using it on some parts of 
their lines, but only as a trial.
1006. But they do work them ? I think they have been making experiments with it, hut I do not think 
they have adopted it yet.
1007. President.'] An underground system of railways may become necessary in Sydney some day; 
electric traction in a tunnel is not a serious matter, and therefore it may be possible to do the whole of 
the passenger traffic from.the suburbs by means of a system of tunnels.' whereas if you preserved the 
steam you had_to have a surface line or a specially-ventilated line ? J think the steam'will deal with our 
passenger traffic on the suburban line or the main line sufficiently well for tlie neit half ecnturv at all 
events. Therefore I do not see any necessity to introduce electric traction unless it bo on the ground of 
economy, and I am not aware that there is any economy in it. Unless it he on account of economy there 
would certainly be no attraction m introclncinsj electricity in place of steam, ns far as I can see,
1008. Mr. Hoskins.] In America they hold that economy is power ? I doubt that. I do not think they 
nave got very much out of electricity on railways in that respect. What I am looking at is simply 
economy of working. Unless electricity can be put in place of steam, for sav 90 per cent, of the money 
which steam costs, I do not think there is any attraction for it,

J\rf!S*'ltcnt.] “VVill you state the length of tunnel which you believe can he advantageously ventilated, 
and which will not be any inconvenience to the travelling public ? I said that a tunnel under half a mile 

ii TCU^'™e(I by mechanical means in a way which would not he disadvantageous to the public.
1010. Would you say more than half a mile in length? I do not know that I should. I tliink half
a Tv Is tlui*:e 0I1S enough for any tunnel to be ventilated by mechanical means ; but if tbe question were 
put before me as to whether I should prefer a lino nith no tunnels to a line with tunnels, I should sav, 
undoubtedly, the open line is by far the better. '
1011. Suppose that a surface line will cost £500,000, and a tunnel will cost £250,000, then you have the
question of cost also to weigh ? I can only say that an open line would still, in mv opinion, be worth a 
very great deal more than a tunnel. "

a ''ork'rp standpoint, and also from the standpoint of comfort to the passengers, what do 
you tmnk. It would be justifiable, I think, to spend more money on an open line than on a line with a 
number of tunnels m it.
101A la it possible (o shutoff si cam at Bedfern, and by any contrivance—bv the attachment of an 
electric motor or bv cable, or by any other contrivance—io satisfactorily work ihc line into the city, or 
Tm8) 1? TT K°,nK '-I1, i" ?vllll.t!,c stoam locomolive ? It is quite possible, but it is not satisfactory. •
ILU4. Mr. Uumphcr;/ ] U it being done anywhere at ihc present time? It baa been donein several places, 
it used to be done on some of the earlier hues in England. '
lOt.j. Mr. Hoskins.] At Lime-street station? It used to bo done there, and I think also at Euston. I 
think tho (ilasgow tunnel from Queen-street station is still worked bv rope. A cable is used, bufthe 
locomotive is also used, and has been used to my knowledge for tliirlv or thirtv-live vears. H used to be 
worked separately by a rope, and when the train arrived at, tlie top hf the incline tlie rope was taken off 
and the locomotive was put on, but tbe inconvenience of ihe delay to the public—ihc waiting to change 

o svstem of traction was so great that they went the lomnotivc flown into ihe station, and ihcv now 
work the trams by locomotive and cable combined,
1016. ] ihey arc all abandoned? They arc all abandoned, practically. At Lime-street station
nndjit Euston they have put on powerful engines' to do the work. ^
1017. Mr. L>e.] The one in Glasgow was used for the purpose of getting up a grade ? They are all inert,
more or less tor that purposo, but the Glasgow grade was stiffor than the grade at other "places Tho 
hrst purpose was to do away with the locomotive in the tunnel at Glasgow, and they worked the train •
by a rope; and then they found tlie delay was so great that they now put the locomotive on and unhook 
the rope when they got to tho top aud let the train go on. '

THURSDAY, U MARCH, 1897

present;—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, 

The Hon. .Laues Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Ciunr.Es.James Egberts, G.M.G ,M. L.C. 
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P. '
CnAItr.ES Alered Lee, Esq., M.P.

Erank Parnell Esq., M.P.

Esq. M.P. (President).
John Lionel Feu an, Esq , M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

Hugh McLachlan, Secretary to the Railway Commissioners, sworn, and crammed :_
101S. President.] Arou are the Secretary to the Railway Commissioners ? yes. . H
1019. Have you a return showing the number of passengers in the railway trams which comesas far as Mclachhn.
too ^"SeirCet: ai1^ “eIon<* lfc ^ ^To > l W*U furnish a return to the Commission. [Vide Appendix ] ----------x
1020 Can you state the number of passengers that arrives at and departs from Sydney station ? For the 11 Mar->1897- 
year IS96 the total number of passenger journeys in and out of Sydney was 11,670,000. That includes it.
-bacb season-ticket-holder maae one journey iti and one journey out each day.

1021.
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, 1021. Have you divided the number into lon^ and short distance passengers ? I have divided them in
the same way as She return was divided for the Kn>al Commission in ISOiX Tbe number of passengers 

TlAfar 1897 t100^ tn and from all stations within a circle embracing Hyde, Parramatta, Coitus, and Sydney, was 
’ 7,!}].{!.OOO—that is, what you may call suburban passengers. The journeys of the season ticket holders 

came to 2,550,000. " ”
. 1022, That is within the suburban area? All season ticket holders. There are a few outside the

suburban area but I did not separate them. The number of passengers outside the stations I mentioned 
was 1,204,000. .
.1023. The suburban traffic represented 10,500,000 passengers? 'Practically.

' 1024. Therefore tyths of the passengers traffic to Hedfern is suburban traffic? Short traffic, that is in
passenger journeys, hut of course the money would be different.
1025. You will furnish the other information I asked for? I will furnish a return showing tho number 
of passengers who arrive and depart from Bedfern Station by tram and the number of tram passengers 
who go as far as King-street, [Vidn Appendix.]
102G. What does it cost per train-mile for the suburban traffic ? That has never been worked out to my 
knowledge.
1027. Would that be a fair index to the cost of the whole traffic of the Colony ? X should think so.
1028. "What does it cos,t per traiu-mile for the whole Colony ? According to the last report it was 4s.
1029. Mr. MosMns^l It would be practically less in the suburbs ? I would not liko to say ; it has never 
been worked out.
1030. President.] If the railway station is to be so situated that you will run half a mile beyond the 
distance to which you now carry passengers, it will cost you 8s.—that is for the journey and the return— 
for every mile you run? That is based on the same average.
1031. Supposing the railway station were placed down towards Port Macquarie and it should turn out that 
very few passengers went down to that point;—if that station were half a mile beyond the needs of the 
passenger traffic you would do 8s. worth of unnecessary running in every journey of the train ? I do not 
know if you could actually work it out in that way.
1032. Can you make any suggestion ? A good deal would depend on the cost. You may require 
to have a very expensive staff at the station, and a very large number of men in addition to your 
officers, and you may only run a small train mileage, consequently the cost would be heavier than 
4s. The locomotive details of running come to perhaps Is. 4d. or Is, <id. per mile, and the traffic details 
perhaps come to Is. 4d. per mile ; but then of course if you had a very expensive terminal staff the cost 
per mile for each additional mile, if the mileage was a short one, would come to more than 4s. It would 
be a very difficult question to average right through.
1033. Taking, for instance, n station at King-street, and presuming that a train is useful to suburban
passengers as far as Bridge-street. If the main station be established down towards Port Macquarie, and 
there be no passengers to be carried beyond Bridge-street, you wiil have done that amount of uimeccssary 
running of the distance between Bridge-street and Port Macquarie ? Yes. .
1034. Taking that into consideration, and imagining a large terminal station near Government House
grounds, with the jirescnt set of traffic in Sydney, what would be the extra cost to the railways ? The 
extra, cost would be very largely made up of tho terminal expenses. '
1035. But you require to have terminal expenditure somewhere? You would require to have two terminal 

. expenditures there, J take it. You would want an additional station.
. 1030. Suppose the King-street station remains a wayside station, through which your trains run, it would

■ not mean additional expense, but a transfer of terminal expenses ? No. You would have the expense at .
both places. '
1037. The same expenses ? Kb. ■
1038. If your terminus is at Bedfern, or at Hyde Bark, or down towards the Governor’s residence, in each 
case you have terminal expenses ? Yes.
1039. There will not be a very great difference ? Still the maintenance and management of two stations

■ must necessarily cost a great deal more than one. For instance, if you extended the railway into the ciliy
you could not do away with the whole of the staff at Bedfern station, ’
1040- Bedfern would be simply a wayside-station, and ihe expenses there would just be the expenses of 
an important wayside-station? Yes, for the passenger business. '
1041. You could better make a comparison with such a station as Kewtown than with a terminal station ? 
Yes.

. 1042. It is a question simply, of the running mile ? Yes.
1043. What would the running of a train-mile cost ? I would not like to say offhand, but the average 
throughout the Colony is 4s,
1044. What docs that include? It includes repairs of stock, management—it practically includes every
thing, That is the whole train mileage divided into tbe working expenses. If you ask what is the cost 
of running between Newtown and Sydney, or between Bourkc and Byerock, of course the same average 
applies to both. It would take a lot of time to work out the exact cost between different points.
1045. This extra mile into the city would cost exactly the same as a mile between Macdonaldtown and 
htrathficld. Suppose that Bedfern were pushed a mile further ahead, and that the terminal expenses 
wore the same in each instance ? There would he flic extra cost of the additional station, whicli must be 
fairly heavy, and the running expenses of a mile.
101(>. What are they? I would not like to answer a question of that kind offhand.
1047. Have you any idea ? In working out the estimated cost of the Sydney extension to Hyde Bark 
ihc Commissioners have not attempted to work it out on the basis of an average train-mile of 4s.
1048. Suppose that Bedfern were extended 1 mile towards the south, would it cost you 4s. for every train 
which run over that one mile? If you want to know the cost, I think the matter will liave to be gone

. into very carefully ; it would not do for me to hazard a guess.
1049. Would if be 4s. ? It would be simply absurd for me to attempt to give an answer. Tim question 
will have to be considered very carefully. If you want to know' the estimated cost of another station a 
mile ahead from Hyde Bark, you will have to consider how many trains you are going to run, and how 
many men you are likely to want. Any information which I might give on those points at the present 
time would be absolutely misleading to the Commission, You cannot average the question. It seems to

me
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me tli.at it would bo rather im idle expenditure to po a nule beyond King-Btreet for tbe Bbuntiur;. One
objoet of the Commissioners is to have a station central fur all the general business of the railways—for " a° ™‘ ’
boohing, parcels, and offices. Tou would want a considerable area for a central station; but if you ^
bad to duplicate that shunting accommodation somewhere else a mile away it would mean a very heavy '
expenditure, -without much corresponding benefit.
1050. It would mean no great expenditure in regard to shunting, because tbe same operation has to take 
place wherever the terminal station is ? Tou ivould require to have two establishments.
1051. There would be a terminal station and a wayside station ? This wayside station would be a central
station. I cannot see much advantage m going on an additional mile for a shunting station. '
1052. Cau you furnish any information in regard to that aspect of the case? I will mention it to the 
Commissioners, it would want a great deal of working out.
1053. Ifr. iefl.] I suppose it is owing to tlie urgent necessity for some change being made for Eedfern 
that this question of city railway extension now becomes one of pressing importance? Yes; that is one ■ 
of tbe principal causes.
105-1. What arc the other causes ? The other is to ghe the public the benefit of a central railway—to 
bring the railway into the city.
1055. One cause is the overcrowded state of Eedfern yard, and the incapacity of Eedfern station ; and 
the other is the desirability of giving the travelling public—tlie passenger traffic only—closer connection 
with tho city ? Yes. ' "
1050. If it wore possible to overcome the difficulties at Eedfern yard, and give the Commissioners all the 
accommodation they require to carry on ihe traffic, would there be anv urgent necessity to bring the rail
way into the city? j\s the Commissioners point out. to do thai would cost nearly as much as to bring 
the railway into the city, that is, provided that Hyde Park is given to them They point out that they 
could enlarge, and get the accommodation they wrant, by exlending the raihvay over Eevonshirc-sh'cet, 
if they are granted tlie Benevolent Asylum ground.
1057. I. am not speaking of that, because then it becomes a question, if you arc going to move the 
station to the north, whether it is worth while to go 100, 300. or 100 yards ? Yes.
1038. The pith of m3r point is, that if Eedfern yard, by the resumption of land adjacent to it, could bo 
made sufficient for all railway purposes, would there lie any urgent necessity to extend the railway 
system to the city ? I think there is, for the convenience of the public.
1050. Eor any other reason? Not if you are goiug to give the accommodation at Eedfern by the 

■acquisition of laud to the south of the station. Y'our proposal is to acquire an extensive area of land 
to the south of Sydney station, to give the accommodation required at Eedfern. That would cost an 
enormous sum, and you would get no benefit from it. You would not convenience the public; you 
would be absolutely spending that money for nothing. But if you extend the railway into the city the 
Commissioners think that it will return the interest on the capital outlay.
lOliO. Your point then is this ; that it is possible to acquire land south of the railway yard to give tho 
required accommodation ? J should think ft would be; but it would be a most inconvenient thing to do, 
because yon would interfere with the whole of the working at Eedfern. To attempt to remodel Eedfern, 
aud at the same time to be carrying out improvements on the existing site, would be a most confusing 
and a risky, dangerous thing to do. 1
10(51. It has been shown to the Commission that tho remodelling of Eedfern yard could not proceed 
simultaneously with the working of the traffic;—is it held by the Commissioners that it would be 
impossible to remodel the yard, no matter what additional land is given to them? T do not say that it • 
would be altogether impossible, for nothing is impossible, but it would be a most risky proceeding.
1002. ‘W'o have strong evidence cm that point. The Engineer-in-Chief for Eailways says that it could 
not he done? I do not think that anything is impossible, but I think it would be a most risky and 
dangerous thing to attempt to do,
10G3. Your next point is that, even if you did acquire that land, it would he acquired at an enormous 
cost, and the Commissioners would get no extra revenue from it ? No ; and it would be no convenience 
to the public either.
1061 All things considered, the better plan is to go north? Yes. *
1065. And, when shifting to the north, in the long run it would be more economical to go right on to 
Hyde Park ? Yes,
1066. At. Hyde Bark you would deal solely with the passenger traffic, parcels, and small goods of that 
kind ? Yes.
1007. Eedfern station would be retained for a goods station, as usual? No; at Darling Harbour wo 
deal with our goods.
106S. You would still receive at Eedfern ? We make up certain truck-loads, and deal with the hay 
traffic there. * .
1069. Would you not carry on the same business then as you do now at Eedfern, as regards the goods
portion ? We might do that. Tbe greater part of the goods business is done at Darling Harbour ; it is • 
only a limited traffic which is dealt with at Eedfern. • Full' truck-loads of general goods, and the hay and 
straw business are dealt with at Eedfern. ’
1070. Do we understand that, even under these altered conditions, you require nearly all tho Eedfern 
yard for the purpose of the traffic? The Commissioners propose to do the marshalling of trains, and 
the washing of trains at Eedfern as at present.
1071. More so than to contemplate any increased accommodation for the despatch or receipt of goods?
I think so,
1072. That is chiefly why it will be confined solely to Darling Harbour ? Yes,
1073. Do the Commissioners view the introduction of the goods traffic into the city at any point as a ■ 
serious matter in connection with city railway extension ? No; not to mv knowledge. They think the 
requirements are fairly and reasonably met by the existing arrangemenfs, as far as I am aware.
107-t. Have they formulated a scheme ; or do (hey favour the extension of the railway on the western side 
of the city to bring them in direct contact with (he wharfs and the ships ? Not at the present (imo.
1075. Are they of opinion (hat the facilities which exist at Darling Harbour, and which may be offered 
at Darling Island, will be sufficient for the export trade of this country for somn years (o come ? Yes.
1076. Is lhat the basis they are working on ? That is, ! undersland. tiicir opinion.

1077.
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1077. 'With regard to a possible extension of the railway from Eedfern to North Shore, would it not be
McLachlan. j)eeessary to make that extension along the high laud by Church Hill? X believe you would have to go

YMvr~"~riw’ kack nearly to the Town Hall to get a proper level for a bridge.
iiMar.jiyji. 1078. Practically, that is the only way the goods t radio can he dealt with? The proposal more seriously

considered some years ago was to have an underground line to North Shore. _
1070. If a line were made across the harbour, either on a bridge or under the water, do you think it 
would he largely used for goods trallic ? I do not see that it would bo. ^ _

. 1080, Would it not he confined almost absolutely to passenger traffic ? I should think it would he a
passenger line. _ . .
1081. Would we he right in inferring that, inasmuch as the railway policy of this country for years has 
been to concentrate the goods traffic at Darling Harbour and make that place a depot for the receipt and 
despatch and shipment of goods, it is not very likely that they will create a great extension to North 8hore 
to do what they already have the facilities to do? 1 should think not. It would be an expensive thing to 
do, and I do not think it is required. _
10S2. And it would give no more accommodation ? Where you concentrate your business it is more 
economical to deal with it. Instead of having two staffs you have one.
1083. Has not that been the policy of the Hail way Commissioners for years—they laid out the Darling 

' Harbour scheme? Yes. . . _
lOSt. Was not Darling Island resumed at an enormous cost to give that accommodation? Aes.
1085. If there is any departure from that policy now7, then a large amount of the expenditure in the past 
will be thrown away ? Yes; it seems to me that that is (ho policy whicli is continuing—to conduct your 
goods business at Darling Harbour.
10SG. And the Commissioners liave adopted that after very full consideration, believing that it will offer 
every accommodation for the import and export trade for many years to come ? Yes.
1087. There are some large works at Kirribilli Point, North fcShore, dealing with wool, meat, aud other
produce? Yes. _
1088. lias there been a tendency to send that stuff doivn by tbe North Shore line ? No, The tendency
has been to send it from Darling Harbour. _
1089. For wbat reason ? I do not know7. It may be more convenient to ship it from there. The Meat 
company did at one time talk of having a connection with the railway. I do not know how far they got 
with it so that they might get direct railway shipment.
1090. Is it not a fact that the Department of Eailways now permits its refrigerating cars to be carried on 
barges from Darling Harbour to Kirribilli Point ? Yes, they are so carried.
1091. The refrigerating cars come down from the country and are wheeled on to the barges by rails and
towed to Kirribilli Point, where the produce is unloaded into the ships ? Yes, _
1092. Could any system be devised which would move that refrigerating car more cheaply than it can be
moved in that way? That is their-interest. 'No doubt they have looked at that question and adopted 
what they believe is the cheapest plan. _ ....
1093. Could any possible railway extension be carried out which would admit of a refrigerating car being 
moved as cheaply as it is now moved ? If they had a railway direct to their works it would be cheaper. 
1091. But there is the initial cost? That is entirely their affair.
1095. You do not have to bear the cost of towing the cars across the harbour? No. ,
1090. YYju simply have to put your trucks on to their barges, and away they go to any part of the harbour ? 
Yes. _ _ .
1097. Of course you look forward to a large development in the shipment of meat? That is expected to
happen, . .
1098. Suppose that it did increase very largelyif it is possible to convey your refrigerating cars on 
barges to Kirribilli Point, would it not be possible in the future, even.if Darling Harbour and Darling 
Island should become overcrowded with vessels, to convey your trucks in the same way to the ships at 
Circular Quay or anv other part of tbe harbour? It would be possible, but of course the accommodation 
at Darling Harbour and Darling Island ought to suffice for very many years to come.
1099. But it it were necessary to convey that produce to the P. & 0. boats, the Orient boats, the 
North-German Lloyds boats, and the other boats, it could be very easily transhipped by adopting tho 
barge system? Yes.
1100. And avoid, if necessary, tbe carriage of produce in vehicles ? It could he done. .
1101. Therefore the Commissioners do not view with favour the extension of the railway into the city
beyond Hyde Park for goods business ? No. ‘
1102. Anil they rely7 entirely on that extension for passenger traffic ? Yes, .
1103. They say that as they are forced to make an alteration in consequence of tlje inconvenience at
Eedfern station it will be more economical, in the interests of the State, to remove the station, not to 
Devonshirc-street, hut to Hyde Park ? Yes ; they think that tho best plan in every way, looking at the 
whole of the circumstances, is to take the railway to Hyde Park. They would prefer to go to King-street 
if it could be done. _
1104. If it were possible to give tbe Commissioners all the accommodation they require at Eedfern, would
it not be possible to so arrange the tram service there as to suit the passenger traffic almost as well as it 
would be suited by a central station ? No. t
1105. If they had a tram system extending through the main streets of the city, would not that offer very
much larger accommodation to city people than the existing state of things ? Of course you could improve 
Ihe tram facilities, but at the same time it certainly is not so convenient as a railway, _
1106. But after all with your central railway station you will still be some distance from many city 

'residences ? Yes.
1107. If you had a tramway system, such as 1 suggested, you could lake them to their own streets,
or, possibly, to their own doors? The Commissioners propose to have a connection.with the raihvay 
.station. The trams will run alongside our station in Elizabeth-street. The Commissioners propose, 
sooner or later, to have electric trams running, and in one of their reports I think they propose to run an 
•electric tram along Park-street to connect with the George-street and Elizabeth-street trams. _
1108. Mr. Hoskins.] Mr. Lee asked yon a question about constructing a bridge from Nydncy to Borth 
(Shore, .ami J .understood you to'sav that you believed that the approach to the byiclge- would have to bo

' ' ' ' ' ' started
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started from about tho Town Hall, have you well considered that reply ? It is an engineering question, 
but I understand that it will be necessary to go right back to the Town Hall to get the proper approach 
for an overhead railway bridge to JSbrth"Shore.
1109. Have you had that information imparled to you by persons who may be regarded as competent to 
give an opinion on the subject ? I am simply stating my recollection of some evidence which was given 
before Die Hoyal Commission in 1S90. 1 think it was Hr. Eoxleo who said iu his evidence that they 
would have to go right back to near the Town Hall.
1110. ^Wright.'] C.m you slate if tbe Commissioners have ever thought to any extent about using 
electric traction for Die suburban traffic ? It has beou thought of, but no scheme has been worked out.
1111. IV ould it be possible to work the suburban traffic by electric traction while the through traffic was 
slill conducted by steam ? I would not like to answer a question of that kind, hut 1, know that the 
Commissioners have bad electric working of one sort and another under their consideration, but I do not 
know what views they have formed on tho subject.
1112. Are you aware whether the practice is pursued in any other part of tlie world f Xot to aii3r extent. 
There aro one or two connections 1 think in America worked by electricity, but even the Metropolitan 
company of London has not yot started to use electricity in its underground railways.
1113. Are tbe underground railways still worked by steam ? The Metropolitan company’s I think are.
1114. Mr. Lee spoke about the conveyance of meat by lighters from Darling Harbour to various parts of 
the port;—is not that rather an expensive mode of transit ? It does not affiect us.
1115. It affects the consumer to a certain extent;—is it not rather an expensive system of traffic? 
^Naturally. Jt would be much more convenient and cheaper if the railway ran to tho works. The Meat 
company at "North Shore had an idea of running a raihvay to its works, but, as Mr. Lee pointed out, 
you would have the initial cost of the railway extension.
111G. Still all tho meat companies have to employ steamers to tow the barges ? Yes.
1117. Is Diere any possibility of a lino being made to connect the northern foreshores of Port Jackson 
with Sydney, so that the northern traffic could come in by that line in preference to coming round by 
Homebush ? I think that is very far ahead, because with tho northern traffic coming in by the suburban 
line, it gives you an opportunity of disembarking suburban business and making your connection better, 
otherwise you would split up your traffic.
1118. You would save a considerable mileage by the Horth Shore extension? I do not know that there 
would be much difference in mileage, because the people would simply get into a local train at Hornsby.
1119. Suppose you had a connection with the city from North Shore, no doubt you would have frequent 
trains from Hornsby to tbe city, and passengers coming from the north would disembark there ? I do 
not think there is any proposal to bring tbe goods.
J120. If people desired to bring their goods in by that route, there would ho a necessity to break the 
trains at Hornsby ? As they do now the trucks would have to be shunted off at Hornsby and brought 
on by the local service to Milson’s Point.
1121, That would entail extra expense ? Yes.
1122, 11. would bo most inconvenient to attempt to bring your terminus goods business down in that way ?
Yes. ^

H.
JIcLacMau.

11 Mar., ISO 7.

1123. Have you any idea of the passenger traffic which yon are likely to obtain, judging from what the 
North Shore ferry boats now carr}r? The Commissioners lately have not given consideration to the 
extension of the city railway to North Shore ; we have had no figures worked out.
1124. In their opinion is it desirable that eventually there should be a connection between the North 
Shore railway and the Eedfern railway ? It might be desirable in years to come, but there is no 
immediate necessity for it now.
1125. We can leave out of our consideration any possible connection between those two points? Per 
the present, certainly.
112b. I understand that after duly considering the vvhole situation, the Commissioners approve of the 
Hyde Park scheme in preference to any other ? Yes.
1127. Would that be in preference to a circular system of railways ? Yes. In their report the Commis
sioners point out that ultimately, when the necessity arises, you can extend from the central station to Die 
suburbs, but there is no pressing necessity for the work to-day.
1128. Mr. Roberts.] What extra revenue per passenger do the Commissioners expect'to receive if the 
railway is carried as far as Park-street ? They propose to charge a penny for each passenger on each 
journey, and then to add a certain amount on to the prices of season tickets. The price of a workman’s 
ticket they propose to increase by 3d. a week. A workman who lives at Petersham is now brought into 
Eedfern Station for Is, 3d. a week, so that if the railway is extended to Park-street a workman eau go 
from Petersham to Park-street for Is. Gd. a week.
1129. Mr. Hoskins.] On what basis do they estimate the number of passengers ? On the actual number 
of passengers who travelled last year.
1130. Mr. Roberts.] Do you think the Commissioners would expect to get any more revenue if the railway 
terminus were located at St. James’ road rather than at Park-street ? They would charge tho same 
amounts as I have quoted, but it would be more convenient to have the stations at King-street. Tbe 
opinion of the Commissioners is that King-street is tho better position.
1131. You are in a position to say that the Commissioners favour King-street as a terminus for passengers? 
It has been their opinion right through that it is the most central and convenient situation, but seeing 
that so much opposition was raised to their proposal on the ground that it would absorb so much of Hyde 
Park, they said give us half of what wo ask lor, as it is the next best thing to do. '
1132. Mr. Regan.] It is not the intention of the Commissioners to take the terminus down to Circular
Quay ? No. .
1133. Tliey are decidedly against the terminus being located at Circular Quay? What they suggest is 
Diat a terminus at Hyde Park or King-street will be quite sufficient with a central station.
1134. And that Darling Harbour will do tbe goods traffic ? Yes.
1135. Mr. Hoskins^] Suppose that the railway is extended to Sydney, do the Commissioners, taking your 
estimate of the number of passengers, make any allowance for the probability that a number of those 
passengers will get out at Eedfern ? No. They have simply taken as an estimate the number who 
travel to-day to Sydney, No doubt nome of tbe passengers will get out at Eedfern. But, on the other
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McLachlan. pe0p](; ^ Eveloigh. Macdonaldtown, and Kcwtown, if they could get into Sydney by train rather than by 

13 Mar 185“ oranibus' would come in by train. Besides, there is tlie additional growth whicli is going on. There has 
’’ '' been a very big growth since the figures were obtained for tbe Koyal Commission, 1S90. The estimate is

based on the number of persons arriving at Eedfern station to-day.
11UG. "What is the increase ? Four million passengers per annum.
1137. President.'] Is it not the intention of the Commissioners io alter tbe steam traction on the trams ? 
Tes.

, 1138. Is it their intention to preserve existing routes ? There is no proposal to alter the routes at present,
except the one which they outlined aloug Park-street.
1139. Tou have no information in regard Io what the route should he? Tou would have the trams 
alongside the proposed station, and you would bring in a tram from "William-street to Park-street, and 
that would intersect the Elizabeth-street tram and the George-street tram.
1140. As far as you know, it is their intention to preserve the routes of the trains? As far as I am 
aware, it is.
1141. Tou will no longer have the railway trams rnnning along Elizabeth-street ? bio ; hut you will 
have the other trams. The railway trams would run along George-street.

- KOVAL COMKISSIOX OS CITY RAILWAY EXTENSION—JIIXUTES OF EVIDENCE,

hand, the additional anomn modal ion will indnen additional nnonle to come into the city : for instance,

FRIDAT, 12 MARCS, 1897.

- llrrsmt:— ■
THOMAS THOMSON EWIATG, Esq., M.P. (Pbesidesi).

The 11 on. Frederick Thomas Hu.mrheet, M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins. M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Rorehts, C.M.G.,M.L.C. 
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alered Lee, Esq., M.P. 
John Lionel Erg an, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henuy Hassall, Esq , M.P. 
George Black. Esq., M.P.

Francis Augustes "Wright, Esq., M.P.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, further

examined:—
H. Deane. 1142. President.] In regard to the ventilation of tunnels, Mount Cenis has been cited as an example;—will 

y°11 with regard to sucli traffic as wc have in Sydney, Mount Cenis tunnel is not a good example,
12 Mar., 1897. an(j ]l0W natural conditions there enable ventilation to be possible that would not obtain under such 

circumstances as we have here? At Mount Cenis the natural conditions are favourable. The traffic 
through the tunnel is not very great, and "being open at the end to tho natural air-currents, the tunnel 
generally gets pretty well ventilated; but sometimes it is not, because 1 have been through the tunnel and . 
found it rather stuffy. • Generally the ventilation is fairly satisfactory.
1143. The reason why it is satisfactory in your opinion is, first, because of the sparseness of the traffic,
and secondly because as one entrance is higher than the other there is a natural draught which cannot be 
expected in all circumstances ? No. In the case of a metropolitan line you do not have the same 
favourable circumstances, everything being below ground, and at the ends you are, in addition, more or 
less surrounded by buildings which will stop yonr current, _
1144. The metropolitan is the better example for us to reason from ? The metropolitan district railway would 
be. I notice that at Mount Cenis. although the ordinary ventilation of the tunnel is left to natural causes, 
there is an 8-ineh pipe, with cocks at intervals, and tkere is an arrangement also for drawing off the bad 
air along the bottom of the tunnel. It may interest the Commission to hear something about the 
St. Gothard tunnel. I will give some particulars from a report of Dr. Stapff, which arc to the point. lie 
says:—“ Natural ventilation depends on differences of atmospheric pressure at the two ends—temperature 
and moisture. Tlie difference of level acts according as the internal air is lighter or heavier than the 
external, and the augmentation of the volume of air entering and becoming warmer interferes uith the 
circulation and friction does as well. Very slight atmospheric differences alter the directions of currents.” 
That of course is easily to be understood. Tou would get that in all tunnels where you depend on some 
atmospheric influence to clear them. “ In the worst case you get a current of -4 feet per second which 
would clear the tunnel of smoke in three hours and three quarters ; so that to ensure ventilation it would 
be necessary that once, at any rate in twenty-four hours there should be that interval between the trains. 
Unfortunatelv at each change of direction of tbe wind there is an interval when the air is at rest, and 
sometimes the changes are so frequent that the current may be arrestedfor four days at a time.” It is iu 
cases like that where artificial ventilation arises. Tou get that condition occurring in all tunnels— in the 
Mount Cenis as well as tbe St. Gutkard. Dr. Stapff says :—“ Such a state of things will only arise about 
once a year, and when tlie ventilation of the tunnel is very bad it will be better to stop tbe traffic rather 
than go to the expense of having ventilating arrangements.” Of course, to do anything of that sort in 
lines which have a large traffic upon them, is altogether out of the question. “ It will be foolish to provide 
costly methods of artificial ventilation, and the best plan will be to provide compressed air through a pipe 
with cocks at intervals, or supplying the workmen, so that they can get what air they want at any part ol 
the tunnel.” That is what seems to be provided at the Mount Cenis tunnel. The difficulty in tunnel 
ventilation can be seen from this report, and from general considerations. If the traffic is very great, 
and there is no time to clear thetnnnel between the passage of the trains, the next train that goes through

■ gets into the smoke left by tbe previous train ; and it is all tlie worse if tbe next train goes in an opposite 
direction and churns up the air, as it were. Tentilating-shafts are not by any means satisfactory ; or, at 
any rate, they are rarely satisfactory. At the St. Louis tunnel in America there is a large ventilating- 
shaft in the centre; and it has been observed that when a train enters the tunnel at one end there is a 
great column of air from the tunnel rising up through the shaft, and after the train has passed the shaft 
the air is drawn down again and follows the train. It has not always the effect of carrying the smoke out 
of the tunnel. In this case you may say it brings in fresh air (which is an important thing), but it loaves 
the tunnel behind the train (which was supposed to be ventilated by the shaft) unventilated. One of the

most
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most efficiently ventilated tunnels is, undoubtedly, the Mersey tunnel 1 think there are four ventilating H- Deane, 
fans, two of them being 40 feet and two 3U feet in diameter. In special cases it maybe easy to ventilate 
tho tunnel, and when the traffic increases there will be very great trouble. It is anticipated that sooner 189/,
or later there may be very great trouble with the Mersey tunnel.
1145. ’Which do you quote as tlie best esample ? The Mersey tunnel is about the best example of a well- 
ventilated tunnel for suburban traffic. There is an apprehension even there that with increasing traffic 
it will get choked. I suppose the means adopted now are about as complete as they possibly can be.
"When I was in England, I went to sec the ventilating fans in that tunnel.
1140. Mr. Lee.'] ILow long is the tunnel ? It is 4,960 feet long under the river.
1147. President.] ’They have got that tunnel ventilated, with how much traffic going through a day ?
About 300 trains a day pass through the tunnel.
1148. If in the Mersey lunnel—with the very best appliances, with 300 trains a day—they arc appre
hensive that very soon they will require better means of ventilation, it will appear reasonable that even 
tbe ventilation in the Mersey tunnel—which you suggest as being the best obtainable—would not do 
for a tunnel hero P It might not. I do not know whether, if yon made a tunnel here, that number of 
trains would go through the tunnel; but then, as I pointed out previously, there is always the difference 
in climate to be considered. Liverpool is in a. cool climate, in about latitude 53° or 54°, whereas we are 
in a very much, lower latitude, having a very much higher mean temperature, and a very much higher 
maximum temperature in summer. *
1149. Mr. Fet/an.] Luring half the year they have fogs at Liverpool ? Tes.
1150. President.] Is this the position ■ that with suitable conditions and few trains it seems possible to 
keep a tunnel perfectly clear, but that with unsuitable natural conditions or a heavy traffic, tho trouble 
at once becomes apparent? Yes.
1151. And, notwithstanding all the appliances which science has in attendance, where the traffic wopld
be similar to such as would be coming into Sydney, they view the future with apprehension ? Yes. ■
1152. And the engineers are hoping to devise some scheme by which the tunnel would be kept clear—by 
electricity, or something else ? Yes. A metropolitan railway tunnel is cither broken up into a number 
of sections, in which case yon would want a ventilating apparatus for each section, or else you have one 
or two long sections, and then the longer the section the greater is the difficulty, because of more trains 
passing through at the one time, or the shorter the interval between them.
1153. What is your view in regard to tunnels in which steam is used in connection with the passenger 
traffic of Sydney ? I should not like to see them here; I should not like to see them used with steam 
traffic. 1 think they ought to he avoided, if possible.
1154. Do you view it with serious apprehension ? Yes.
1155. Mould you recommend to the Commission any scheme in ■which there is a large amount of tunnels 
at present ? jSo, I should not, until some arrangement could be made to work it with some other kind of 
motive power.
1156. Can you explain your views in regard to some other scheme by which the work could be done, or in 
regard to electric traction ? Before I answer your question, will you allow me to add that tunnels on the 
ruling grade, as t' pointed out at the time of the Zig-zag inquiry, are specially bad, because tbe boiler is 
doing its best, and there is the maximum amount of fuel being burnt, and very likely some priming, which 
makes it all the worse. Then again, the engines always, at some time or other, have to carry a maximum 
load. The rails may get greasy, and the engines may get stuck up in consequence in the tunnel, and then 
it is particularly unpleasant to the passengers.
1157. Generally speaking, you dismiss tunnels as unsatisfactory ? Yes ; I think they should be avoided.
1158. Will you now state your view with regard to the use of any other motive power, or with regard to 
electricity as a motive power ? I should think it is probable that in future the Kailway Commissioners 
will consider the question of using electricity. It is a point on which I have somo hesitation in giving a 
definite opinion, but I think there is no doubt, from the way in which traction questions are being 
considered in America for short service trains, that electricity is coming into favour.
1159. 'Ihe question of motive power really does not come under your consideration? Kb. If you do 
not have steam you ivill have electricity. Electricity is undoubtedly used.' 1 mentioned on the first day 
ol Ihe inquiry the Baltimore and Ohio railway, I saw a report, whicli was made last year, in which the 
working of the trains by electricity was pronounced to be perfectly satisfactory.
1160. Mr. Hoskins.] There are heavy grades on that line? I do not know that there are heavy grades.
I have not seen a section of the line, hut they have three electric locomotives working through there now, 
and they work all the goods and passenger traffic as far as I can make out. There was a very favorable 
report about this time last year of ihe working of these locomotives, which led to the conclusion that 
they are at least as economical as steam locomotives.
1161. President.] They were brought into use because of tbe difficulty of ventilating tlie tunnel ? On
account of tbe difficulties of ventilating the tunnel., "
1162. A.nd on that line they preferred to use electricity rather than to ventilate the tunnel ? The 
difficulties were too great in the way of ventilation. In the Street Bailway Journal of March, 1896, 
there is an account of the experience with electric locomotives in Baltimore.
1103. Mr. JToskins.] Is not there a railway in America in which an electric motor is attached to a train 
within a mile or two of the terminus to take the train into the station ? That is probably the one which 
you arc thinking of. The electric motor is run on in front of the whole train,
1164. President.] Is steam shut off ? Yes. They apply that to goods and passenger trains. Whether 
that is applicable to our case in Sydney, in case we had tunnels, is a matter for consideration. There is 
no doubt that it could be done. There might he an objection to tho delay of putting the locomotives on, 
but it is perfectly practicable.
1165. The objection would be to the delay and tbe cost of the locomotive ? Yes.
1166. You would want a good number of locomotives ? I stated, in regard to the Baltimore line, that the 
working of that line is cheap enough—that it is worked as economically as with steam locomotives.
1167. Mr. Kashins.]^ Have they ascertained that electric motors can be worked as cheaply as steam 
locomotives ? That is what they say in this report. There has been very little done elsewhere in the 
way of large electrical locomotives, but where electric motors are placed under tbe cars they are worked 
very cheaply. An example of cheap working is undoubtedly given by the Liverpool overhead railway.
' 1168.
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11.1)611110. nos. Is that worked cheaply ? Yes. There is a long account of that io the Proceedings of the Institution 
'‘'-''’Y of Civil Engineers, vol. 117. There is a great deal about the use of electricity on tramways and railways 

1- or., I / in different; volumes of the Proceedings of the Institution. The advantage which is claimed for electricity 
as applied to motors under the carriages is that instead of having a big locomotive, and having to take a 
long train, you can rim your trains just as you want them, short or long.
lltif). President.'] Are vou speaking of tlie accumulator system? Ko; of the usual system, with an 
electrical conductor laid along the line overhead or between the rails.
1170. Is it virtually the trolly system ? The trolly or shoe system.
1171. Mr. Hoskins.] It would not be applicable to running long passenger trains through Sydney from 
Eedfern ? Ko; it would not be very applicable in that way, but what is churned for the electrical working 
of tramways or railways, if carried out properly, is that the trains ivoiLld be short and run at more f roi|ucnt 
intervals. ] cannot say what the difficulties may be in the way of altering tho suburban system some 
day; it may have to be considered. It is really a matter of traffic working, on which 1 cannot give an 
opinion.
1] 72. On a long-distance purnev—say, from Bourkc—the accumulator system could not be made applicable 
to a train running up to King-street ? Ko; it would never do to use electricity for long-service trains.
1173. President.] You advise the Commission not to have tunnels if they can possibly be avoided ? Yes.
1174. The same tiling applies to a surface station as against an underground station ? Yes _
117.3. You also advise the Commission not to have an underground station if it can possibly be avoided, 
but to have a surface station ? Yes. That is one reason why I think the Hyde Park scheme is so much 
preferable to anything else, until it is settled definitely what other method can be substituted for steam 
in working the suburban railways or bringing the traffic into the city.
1176. You can go on from Park-street in any direction ? Yes, _ .
1177. Mr. Lee./] You cannot go east without a tunnel? You can eventually go east by sinking and

' in a tunnel, but if you can do without uinnols for the present until that question is decided you are
all right. .
1178. President.] lYhat you told the Commission before was this : That if you go as far as King-street, 
and eventually electricity or some other power is used on the lines whicli enables the tunnels to be used 
pleasantly for passenger traffic, then by lowering 16 feet the lines which are required to go on you can 
then tunnel, aud go down to the Circular Quay, or go round by a circular railway, or in an easterly 
direction ? Yes.
1179. Would that be a difficult operation ? Ko. _
1180. Therefore an extension of a surface lino, or as far as possible a surface line to Hyde Park, would fit 
in eventually with a tunnel scheme, and a circular railway, and an extension to the eastern suburbs? Yes.

. 1181. Mr. LLumphery/] Your remark applies to a central station at either Park-street or St. James road ?
Yes. _ ,
1182. President.] Would you regard the lowering of some of tho lines 10 feet as a very serious operation ? 
It would not be a very serious operation. In the design for the buildings I would provide for the 
foundations being arranged so that the lines could he sunk and carried through the buildings that is to 
say. the basement of the buildings would be arranged so as to form tunnels in future for the railway,
1183. -Ifr. Wright.] Would your sunken extension be continuous with the lines leading from the station ? 
They will be part of those lines.
1184. There will bo no break? Ko. ^ i
1183. President ] Do you believe that a tunnel half a mile long—say, from King-street towards Port 
Macquarie—could be ventilated ? 1 do not like the idea of it at all. ^
1186. Have you any idea how long it would be ? 1 think it is a little under a mile from the Queen s Statue 
to Fort Macquarie.
1187. It would be a tunnel all the way ? Ko ; it would be open at the end. There would he about 60 
chains of tunnel I should think.
1188. You regard it as a serious matter ? Yes, I should, especially as that tunnel would be on the ruling
grade, whatever that might be, _
1189. Would the same objections apply to a tunnel to North Shore ? Yes ; for steam locomotives,
1190. How deep is the harbour—80 or 100 feet ? I have sections across the harbour, but it is not SO 
feet. 1 think with a depth of about 80 feet wc can have a tunnel right under the bottom. _
1191. I saw somo soundings taken there up to 150 feet? That is a deep bole off Blue’s Point, that is 
between Blue’s Point and Dawes Point. Kecently I have had some borings obtained between Dawes 
Point and MMahon’s Point, aud we ran just on the edge of that hole.
1192. You believe that a tunnel across the harbour is practicable ? You would not go across there; 
vou would go across further east, but I do not believe in a railway tunnel at all; I do not see the necessity 
for it.
1193. At a depth of 80 feet you believe you would have sufficient cover to make a tunnel? I am sure of 
it. I went into that question in connection with a tramway scheme I proposed.
1194. A scheme to embrace the wharfs could not possibly fit in with a tunnel scheme if tlie tunnel were 
80 feet below the surface of the water ? Ko.
1195. You would have to go a long way back to get a fall of 80 feet? Yes.
1196. A railway to serve the wharfs cannot go under the harbour? Yon cannot get down.
1197. You want to go back so far as to fall 80 feet with a reasonable grade, which might be very far
removed from tbe wharfs? Yes. __
1198. How high would a bridge to go over the harbour be ? That depends on what the authorities
decide. I recommended some time ago that it should he 160 feet. I have gone into the matter with Mr. 
Darley, and we are of the opinion now that it ought to be a little higher than that. _
1199. Will you take 200 feet as an extreme limit? It would not he more than 200 feet; it would he
between 160 and 180 feet. _ ,
1200. Taking it at 180 feet, where would your approach start from to get that height? That again
depends on tbe grade. If I remember aright, with a grade of about 1 in 30, you could start from Wyny ard- 
square and get up there without any difficulty. 4
1201. From the level, say 20 feet below the western side of Wynyard-square ? I am speaking from 
memory, but I am quite certain that you could get up from that level.

1202.
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1202. If it were decided that a grade of 1 in 30 was unsuitable and you wanted a grade of 1 in 60 it 
would take you back between "Wynyard-square and 1he Town Hall, I do not know whether you would
get it, because tlie ground falls away very rapidly. Tlie further you carry your grade hack the further 1 Mar., 189/ 
you might be off the surface. "
1203. Hr. Lec-I .Admitting that you could get into a tunnel on tho Sydney side SO feet below the surface 
of the harbour, where or how would you get out on the other side ? Tou could get out at the upper end 
of Lavender 13ay with a railway tunnel.
1204. On fhe level ? Tes ; with a steep grade.
1205. What would the grade he ? About 1 in 40 would do it. ■
1206. PrcdAmt] Where would the entrance to your tunnel be on the Sydney side? If you insist upon 
having a tunnel, which I think is ob jectionable, you would start down from the station at Hyde Park, and 
dip under the harbour at Port Macquarie, and passing under Milson’s Point, come np again at tbe head 
of Lavender H&y.
1207. Somewhere near the steps ? Tcs.
120S. Mr. TFumpher)/^ And strike the existing railway ? Tcs.
1209. President"M1 ith regard to a tunnel to connect the railway system with the railway at North
Shore, it is possible, starting from the northern side of Hyde Park, to pass under the harbour at a depth 
of about SO feet by way of Fort Macquarie, and gradually rise until the North Shore line is joined at the 
head of Lavender Bay ? Tes. '
1210. But in your opinion a tunnel If- mile long, with a grade of 1 in 40, would be a matter not to be 
seriously contemplated at present? Tes.
1211. Can you give us the cost ? No.
1212. What is the cost of a running-yard ? A running-yard of tunnel would cost about £70, and when 
you came into mud it would cost at loast £125 or £200 a foot. There might be all sorts of difficulties to 
encounter. It might cost between £600 and £.1.000 a yard to take the tunnel through the mud.
1213. On this tunnel there will be about 450 yards of mud;—bow much is that goiug to cost, approxi
mately ? I should think the minimum cost would be about £600,000. There are between 450 and 500 
yards through the mud; aud the rest would probably be all rock.
1214. Is that fully equipped with the lines laid in the tunnel ? It would be fully lined and the rails laid.
1215. Therefore, your estimate of tho approximate cost would be about £600,000? Tes.
1216. ilfr. LeeP\ Is that tho only possible route for a tunnel across tho harbour ? I think it is.
1217. Would it he possible to got under the harbour from near Miller’s Point or Dawes Point ? No;
there is a very deep hole there. ‘
121S. Tou do not think that is a possible route for an underground railway ? No.
1219. If a bridge connection with North Shore is contemplated, it must he by way of Church Hill ? Tes.
1220. And if a tunnel connection is contemplated it must be by way of Port Macquarie ? Tes.
1221. Mr. Mumpltery.'] It was never at any time contemplated to take a tunnel from Miller’s Point to 
North Shore? No.
1222. What is tho greatest depth of your soundings between Port Macquarie aud North Shore? It was 
a little under 60 feet.
1223. President.^ In regard to the cost of a bridge, it is not possible to give any definite estimate ? Tes,
1224. But with a grade of 1 in 30 the approach on the southern side of the harbour would require to 
start from Wynyard Square, and would necessitate a considerable amount of resumption ? Tes.
1225. On the northern side where would you come out? Tou would land north of M'Mahon’s Point 
on some jutting crags which are about 120 feet above the water.
1226. Where would you join the North Shore line then ? Opposite the head of Berry’s Bay.
1227. Mr, Zee.] If an underground railway were made by way of Port Macquarie to Lavender Bay,
would it be possible to connect a railway going round tbe western foreshores of the harbour—round 
Miller’s Point, Dawes Point, and Sydney Cove—with that underground railway ? There would be very 
great difficulties in the way. An ordinary railway with steam locomotives you could not carry round 
Miller's Point and Dawes Point, because the curves are too sharp. ^
1228. If a railway were made round the western foreshores would it be possible to connect it with a 
railway under the harbour P No; you could not get down fast enough.
1229. President^] Since you have to lose 80 feet to fall SO feet, and your ruling grade is 1 in 40, the fall
must commence 3,200 feet, or considerably over half a mile from the harbour, and, therefore, for over ’
half a mile, at least, you must he falling all the way back towards the wharfs ? That is so.
1230. Mr. Zee.] To make it possible you would have to make a loop-line to join the underground lino at
half a mile back ? Tes. '
1231. President] The approach must be fully half a mile back? Tcs.
1232. Mr. Lee] Therefore,_tbnt scheme is out of the question? I think so. As regards the estimated 
cost of the proposed station at Hvde Park, 1 wish to explain that the roof, which is an expensive 
structure, would cost £67,000, leaving about £133,000 for the building. No doubt the building could be 
out down, but it would not look at all nice not to liave a fine building there. It need not be as large as 
the building shown on the plan here, because there is spare accommodation in that building.

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, 16 2£ARCR, 1897

present:—
TIIOJ1AS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).

Tbe Hon. Frederick Thomas Homdhery, M.L.C. 
The Hon. .1 ames Hoskins, M.L C.
The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G., M.L C. 
The Hon. Daniel O'Connor, M.O.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq.. M.P. ■

Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Pecan, Eaq,, M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall. Esq., M.P. 
Georoe Black, Esq., M.P.
Prancis Augustus Wetg-ht, Esq., M.P.

Stephen Edward Perdnau, Surveyor, Department of Lauds, further examined :—
S. E. 1233. President ] Tou have brought some information which the Commission desires to have on various 

Peid;lfla- points? Yes.
IGMnr XS97 Will you describe the "Benevolent Asylum site and the Cemetery? I will read a description of

■’ ' the tenure of tho lands and of tho improvements thereon comprised in the Benevolent Asylum site,
Devonshire-street Cemetery, and contiguous areas :—
Thu kind referred to embraces the block of about 24,1 acres on the opposite side of-Devonshirc-street from Redfem station, 
within the following boundaries :—On the north-east by Garden-road, on the east by Elizabeth street and private properties, 
on the south by Devonshire-street, and on the west by George and Pitt streets.

The following institutions, ftc., arc located upon tho land :—The Benevolent Asylum, Christ Church Parsonage, 
the Police Barracks and the residence of Superintendent Brennan, the Sydney Female Refuge, the Convent of the Good 
Samaritan (formerly called the House of the Good Shepherd), tho Pitt-street tram-cieaning yards and coke depot, the 
Devonshire-street Cemetery, aud the South Sydney Morgue aud caretaker’s residence.

Tun Benevolent Asylum,
The Asylum is managed by a Board of Directors, with the Governor as Patron, and Sir A. Renwick as President.

The land occupied by the Asylum lies at the corner of George and Devonshire streets, and is about 3 acres 2 roods- 
28 perches in extent, including a proposed street 1 chain wide extending along the eastern boundary. By a plan of survey 
made in ISIS the area at this site proposed to lie granted was 3 acres J rood Id perches The difference between the two 
areas—2 roods 13 perches—is that of the proposed street, which has apparently never been used as sucli, and is occupied 
in common with the 3 acres l rood 15 perches. Several of the out-buildings are erected upon tho proposed street. The 
old papers in tlie case cannot he found ; but it appears from the Half Monthly Returns of 1S48 that it was decided to issue 
a grant for the 3 acres 1 rood 15 perches. This was not done, however, and an application for a grant made by Mr. TV. 
Briggs, a dn-octor, on account of the Board of Directors, m 1893, was not complied with. The Minister (Mr, Copeland) 
decided that the matter should stand over.

I was informed that the land lias been used for its present purpose continuously from the year ISIS. The main 
building beai's the date IS20. It is about 150 feet long and 25 feet wide, with two wings of about the same dimensions. 
All are of brick on stone, two-storied, and with slate roofs. In the court-yard, between the wings, there is a building 55 
feet long, 25 feet wide, aud of similar construction to the main building. There are three other brick buildings of one storey 
each with iron roofs, which do not look quite so old as the main building. They arc about 50 feet by 20 feot each, and used 
as kitchens, laundry, &c. Also several other inferior one-storied out-buildings, parts of which are of wood and brick, with 
galvanized iron roofs.

The whole of tlie buildings bear evidence of considerable age, but are well preserved, and in good repair. As above 
stated, the main building is seventy-seven years old.

I would estimate the value of the buildings on this site at tbe present time at £
The directors, considering the buildings antiquated and unsuitable for their requirements, petitioned tbe Government 

on the 20th February, 1S95. to resume the property, purchase another site for them with part of the money, and give them 
the balance to provide funds for carrying on the work of the institution.

The institution is supported by contribution from the public and Government aid.
Of the total receipts for 1S9G, £19,530, the Government contributed £14,000.
Perhaps it would be well to read the said application of which I have a copy.

The Hon. J. X. Bnmker, Esq., M.P., &c,, &c,, &c., Chief Secretary,—
Sir, Benevolent Society of New South Wales, 492, Pitt-strcct, Sydney, 20 February, 1893.

Referring to the difficulties connected with the management of the lying-in department of tins Society, regarding 
which a deputation waited on you on the 26th October, 1S94, I have now the honor, in accordance with the wishes of the 
Board of Management, to submit for your consideration certain important matters in connection with the institution. As 
you arc aware, steps have been taken by the Board and staff to make the best provision possible for the inmates ; but the 
medical staff liave been assured that these arrangements were merely of a temporary character, the medical staff threatening 
otherwise to resign, in view of the serious responsibilities which rest upon them iu the discharge of their duties, as medical 
attendants, in an old and now dangerous building.

The Board therefore suggest that the Government resume the Benevolent Asylum site, in accordance with tho terms 
and conditions of the Lands for Public Purposes Resumption Act, and that the Government also resume simultaneously 
“ Ultimo House,’.’ Harris-street, Ultimo. The latter property is situated next the Technological College, and comprises 
the same area of land as that on which the last named budding is erected. It is believed that the cost of resuming the 
land for tbe purposes of the Technological College was £25,000, Valuations had been made of the Benevolent Asylum 
property, and the average of these valuations amounts to £73,333.

The Board would therefore respectfully urge upon the Government tho expediency of resuming tho Benevolent 
Asylum site, and granting compensation to the Society. From this amount the Government could deduct a sufficient sum 
wherewith to resume “ Ultimo House " property, whicli could be made suitable for tbe general purposes of the Benevolent 
Society. The balance remaining to tlie credit of the institution, after the completion of the suggested resumptions, could 
he applied to the erection of the necessary buildings, and towards carrying on the operations of tho Society,

The Board respectfully call your attention to the fact that various applications have been made to them by several 
persons, who are offering large amounts, for leases of portions of tbe asylum grounds for building and other purposes, which 
would largely augment the Society’s funds, The Board, however, are not desirous of doing anything until they have an 
answer from you upon the subject generally. I have, &c.,

ARTHUR RENWICK,
President.

Submitted, 22(2,95. For the consideration of the Cabinet.—J.N.B., 22/2J93. To stand over until question of
railway extension is decided.—G.H.R., 23/11(96. Inform.—J.N.B., 23/11/96. The President informed, 25/11/96.

_ ■ CnRisr1 Church Parsonage.
The allotment occupied by Christ Church Parsonage is the property of the Church, having passed from the Crown 
many years ago by deed of grant. The laud has a frontage of J00 feet to Pitt-street, aud adjoins the northern boundary of 
tho Benevolent Asylum grounds ; the depth of the laud varies from 180 feet to 278 feet, and the area is 2 roods 14 perches.

This is a good site, having a gentle fall from the back hue to the road. The position is suitable for some businesses, 
and is probably worth £70 per foot = £7,000.

The parsonage is a large two-storied house, built of brick on stone, plain in design, and is said to be about thirty 
years old, but is in very good repair. I was informed that a year ago about £300 wad expended on it in general repaiis 
and painting. At tlie present time the house is worth, perhaps, £800 to £1,000.

Say £8,000 for the house and land. Police
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Police Barracks and Superintendent Brennan's Residence. $. E-
This Innd. total .nre.T about o acres 3 rooils 11 perches, is bounded on the notlh by the Sydney Pemale Refuge and '
Garden-road, east by the Devonshire-street Cemetery, south by the Benevolent Asylum and Christ Church Parsonage, and 1 
on the west by Pitt-street, the Sydney Female Refuge, the Convent of the Good Samaritan, and the tram depot. alar., 1S97

Police Barracks.—This site comprises about 4 acres 8 perches of the above, with a frontage of about 345 feet to 
the south side of Garden-road. The barracks (about 140 feet long and 23 feet wide) are of stone, two-storied, stables being 
on the ground floor and living rooms on top. The building is old hut substantial and in good icpair. The other buildings 
on the site are doi'mitories of weatherboard with iron roof (length about 83 feet x 22 feet), stone one-storied building (about 
33 feet x 23 feet) used aa an armoury, police stores of two-stones weatherboard and iron roof (about 40 feet x 20 foot), hay 
and corn store, small brick duelling, aud various stables built of stone, brick, and weatherboard. On the Garden-road 
frontage there is a dull ground about 240 fcot x SO feet.

Superintendent Brennan’s residence occupies the remaining area of about 1 acre 3 roods 3 perches, in shape nearly a 
square, and having about 270 feet fioutage to Pitt-street. The residence is a cottage of ten rooms and out-offices, about 
thirty years old. Present value about £000.

" Sydney Female Repuoe.
The land—area, 2 roods 15 perches—occupied by this institution was formerly part of Gaiter’s Barracks. It is Crown 
laud, and has been held by the institution since the year 1848, under what may be termed “permissive occupancy.”

This area is bounded on the north by tbe Convent of the Good Samaritan, on the south by the grounds occupied 
by the Police Department in connection with the residence of Superintendent Brennan, and on 1 ho east by the Police 
Barracks grounds.

In tho year 1858 the Government undertook to reimburse the society the value of the improvements on the land, 
if at any time the same should be resumed. When the society entered into possession there were old buildings on the 
site, but these were demolished and the present buildings erected, it is said, between the years 38G7 and 1875 ; these 
are of brick on stone, two-storied, and with slate roofs. The building occupies the whole of the Pitt-street frontage of 
about 95 feet, aud has two wings extending along the northern and soutliero boundaries for lengths of about 102 feet and 
120 feet respectively. All the buildings are about 25 foet wide.

The present value of the buildings is about £ .
The object of tbe Refuge is to reclaim unfortunate and abandoned females. It is supported by contributions from 

the public and by the proceeds from the work of the inmates. The total receipts for the year 1895 amounted to £690.

Convent of 'the Good Samaritan (formerly House of the Good Shepherd).
The tenure under which this 3 roods 1 perch (which also originally formed part of Carter's Barracks) is held in 
connection with the abovementioned convent is one of “permissive occupancy” on terms precisely similar to those of the 
Sydney Female Refuge.

The land has a frontage to Pitt-street of about 120 feet,- and a depth of about 275 feet.
The Pitt-street train-cleaning and eokc yard adjoins this land on the north ; on the east it is bounded by the grounds 

of the Police Barracks ; and on the south by the Sydney Female Refuge.
The buildings hereon are very extensive, consisting of a convent of 32 rooms, two school halls, and a chapel for the 

nuns and others resident upon the premises. The main building is a handsome structure of red brick and stone, and was 
erected in 1869 ; the chapel and school adjoining the convent on the north were erected in 1800, as were also two of the 
large outbuildings; another large outbuilding was erected in 1849. All the buildings are in good repair.

Tram Depot.
The Pitt-street tram-clcaiiing sheds imd coke depot—area about 2 roods 3) perches—embrace the land lying between 
tlie Convent of the Good Samaritan and Garden-road, and is bounded on the west by Pitt-street, and on the cast by the 
Police Barracks ground. ’

This site is Crown land, and also formerly formed part of Carter’s Barracks.
The Railway Commissioners are in possession, hut have no title except “ permissive occupancy."

Devonshire-street Cemetery and South Sydney Morgue.
The total area of this cemetery is II acres 3 roods 114 perches, according to the original plan of subdivision showing 
the areas as granted to tho various denominations.

The cemetery was closed aljout ten years ago, and now presents a deserted and neglected apjiearance. Upon the 
portions alloted to the Roman Catholics and the Congregationalists there are small sextons’ residences, value respectively 
about £60 and £30 ; and on that of the Hebrews a small weatherboard shed or office, value about £10. Upon the Quakers’ 
portion tbore is a small brick meeting-house, erected hi 1868, and a brick dwelling of two rooms with an iron roof over 
shingles. This is evidently much oldet than the meeting-house. Tho two together aro probably not worth more than £250. 
Upon the Church of England portion, and near Garden-road frontage, are erected the South Sydney Morgue and caretaker’s 
residence. These are about fourteen years old, and, I was informed, cost about £1,800, the cottage costing £1,000 of that 
sum.

In the event of this land being resumed and used for any other purpose it is not likely that any claim for compensa
tion could he sustained ; but the duly would no doubt devolve upon the Government of carefully removing tbe mortal 
remains, and of re-interring them satisfactorily elsewhere.

1235. At whose cost was the morgue huiltP Jt was huilt by the Government.
1236. Mr. Wrighl.] Is not the road you speak of as Garden-road also known as Belmore-road ? Jt is 
also known as Belmore-road and Carter-road.
1237. Mr. llnmphery!] Whathuildings would he interfered with by the extension of tho railway system to 
Park-street ? Three or four outbuildings of tbe asylum, the barracks, tbe dormitories, some of the stables, 
and the hay and corn shed.
1238. Approximately, what distance would the nearest rail he from Pitt-street? Speaking roughlv it
would be about 500 feet, *
1239. Mr. Hoskins.] Ton cannot speak with any precision of the buildings which would be taken, because 
it may bo necessary to extend six or eight sets of rails ? T am guided by the plau on the wall before yon.
1240. Mr. Humphery.] Any buildings witbin 400 feet of Pitt-street would not be interfered with ? It 
would not interfere with any important buildings except the barracks.
1241. Mr. Hoskins.] "Would not the parsonage he interfered with ? To; tbe grounds of the parsonage 
are altogether clear. The Sydney Female Kefuge. the Convent of the Good Samaritan, and the superin
tendent’s residence arc all clear.
1242. That scheme would not take the Benevolent Asylum building at all, but only some of tbe outbuild
ings? According to tbe plan on the wall here three or four of the outbuildings will be affected.
1243. Mr. Humphery7] Will you now proceed with the other statement you wish to make? The next is 
a statement of the population within a.radius of half a mile of two central poinf s from the city. Taking the 
junction at Elizabeth-street and St. James’ Eoad, as the centre of the half mile radius, the residential 
population is 15,000.

1244.
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Pordrku 1u ^?u.^° rlot ^nelu^e aElJ persons M'ho como within that radius for business purposes ? Xo. I asked
m*! ®^;n'^s^ca;,1! sllPP^y me with a number of people who sleep on the premises within that radius. 

ISMar.jlSD?. -^hing Carter s Barracks as tbe centre of a hall-mile radius, the population is 31,000. I thought that 
that information was required to give an idea of the value of a piece of recreation land to the public near 
those centres.
1216. Will you now state the parks, together with their area, which are easily accessible to tbe people 
witbin those centres ? The parks within a short distance of the intersection of Elizabeth-street and St. 
James Hoad arc—the Outer Domain, 90 acres; Garden Palace grounds and Botanic Gardens, GO acres; 
Cook and Phillip Parks, 8 acres; Hyde Park, 40 acres,—making a total of 198 acres ; that is not including 
Government House grounds, which measure 40 acres. The parks within easy distance of Carter's 
Barracks arc Belmore Park, 10 acres, and Prince Alfred Park, 18 acres 3 roods, making a total of 2S acres 
3 roods.
1246. "Will you now state tbe difference in level between the point opposite Sydney railway station and 
Christ Church ? Prom a point in the centre of Devonshire-street, irnmediatelv opposite the stops at 
Hedfern station, to the tram signal-box in George-street, tbe fall is 5 ft. S) in.; to"a point opposite the old 
police station the fall is 11 ft. 4 iu., and to a point in Pitt-street, opposite Christ Church, the fall is 17 ft. 
6 in.
1247. Will you now give the Commission some information as to the value of the Benevolent Asvlum 
ground? _ I have made a very rough estimate of its value-—1 have not gone into the mutter carefully. 
In my opinion £73,333 is a low estimate of the value of the land as it stands; but the Benevolent Asylum 
is practically a Government institution.
1248. Mr. Wright] How much is that an acre? About £20,000 an acre.
1249. AV bat would be the street frontage of tbe block if it were cut up for sale ? I have not got tbe length,
1250. The value is very much governed by tbe fact whether tbe raihvay is taken further on or not ? Yes.
1251. President] Tou have made some valuations of different blocks iu the city according to the municipal 
assessments ? Yes.
1252. Mr. Hoskins] Are you taking present values or boom values? I am taking the most recent 
assessment.—for the year 1897-8. It was used for 1S96-7,1 think, for the first time; so that it is quite a 
recent assessment. •
1253. President] Will you read vour estimate of the value of tho different blocks ? ATy statement is as
follows •— J

Valuation (hj adopting the municipal a-wexmentsfor 1S97-8)/or t/ic block of the City of Sydney, bouwled by EltahHh, King, 
and Casdcrtagh streets, and the High School—not owned by the Government. Area 2r. 12/1.

Th° tofcd of tlie municipal assessments for tlie above-mentioned portion of tbe city for tbe municipal year 1S97-S is
jUDo»

Capitalising £4,053 at twenty years’ purchase..................................................... £S1,0G0
If twenty-five years’ purchase be adopted, the amount would be......................... 101,325

_ Note.—The above is calculated adopting the recent municipal assessments, which are based upon rentals received 
during times of commercial depression, No allowance is made in tlie above valuation for disruption of business, nor for 
the 10 per cent, increase always allowed by Government for a forced sale,

Valuation {by adopting the municipal assessments for 1807-S) of that block of the City of Sydney hounded hy Caetkrcagh,
Market, Pitt, and Park slnrts. Area, ba. Ir. 13p.

■ ^ unmicipal assessments fot the above-mentioned portion of the citv for the municipal vear 1S97-S
is £26,248. “

Capitalising £26.248 at twenty years’ purchase.....................................................£52-1,960
If twenty-five years’ purchase he adopted, the amount would be ..................... 6nC,20i)

, Note. The above is calculated adopting the recent municipal assessments which are based upon rentals received 
during times of commercial depression. No allowance is made m the above valuation for disruption of business nor for the 
10 per cent, increase always allowed hy Government for a forced sale.

Valuation {by adopting (he municipal assessments for 1897-8) of lhat pari of the City of Sydney bounded by Eliuihcth, Park, 
Pitt, and Liverpool streets. Area, 10u. 2r, 2p. Area, if the sheets areincluded, 12a. or. 29p.

The total of the municipal assessments for the above-mentioned portion of the city for the municipal year 1S97-S 13

Capitalising £34,882 at twenty years' purchase.....................................................£696,640
Add for St. Andrew’s School-room, St. George's Church, and the Pitt- 

street Congregational Church and School-room, not included in the 
^hove ......................................................................................................... 52,000

£748.040

If twenty-five years’ purchase be adopted, the figures would be.................£870,800
52,000

* £922,800
_ Note,—The above is calculated adopting the recent municipal assessments which are based upon rentals received 

during tunes.of commercial depression. No allowance is made in the above valuation for disruption of business nor for the 
10 per cent, increase always allowed by Government for a forced sale.
1254. Therefore, to resume an area contiguous to tho Bark large enough to meet wbat the Bailwav Com
missioners saynretbeirrequirementa—namely, 12 acres—would cost, approximately, £1,000,000? A great 
deal more than £1,000,000,1 think, with the disruption of business and tbe 10 per cent, increase.
1255. Have you prepared a rough estimate of the value of the private wharfs from Dawes Point to the
head, of Darling Harbour ? Yes. A rough estimate of tbo value of tbe private wharfs on that line of 
frontage, extending from Dawes Point to the head of Darling Harbour, is £2,037,300. This estimate is 
for tbe wharfs and water-frontage properties alone, and does not include any sum whicli might be 
demanded by the municipal council or other property owners for tbe closing of streets, nor does it include 
any sum for disruption of business, nor the 10 per cent, increase of value always "given by Government in. 
cases of resumption. "
1256. Previously, going about 400 feet back from tbe water, you gave us an estimate annroachino,•
£3,000,000? Yes. 6 Li 0

1257. TV hat proportion of this estimate of £2,037,300 is included in tbe former estimate of £3,000,000?
Eor that other estimate I took the municipal assessments, which do not include anything for land occupied 
below high-water mark, because that is beyond the city boundary. * ° 1258.
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1258. Can you teH us what that amount is approximately? No. In the other case I included a number 
of small properties which have been excluded from this estimate.
1259. You cannot tell us tlie bare value of the wharfs which were excluded from the previous estimate, 
not being included in tho municipal valuations ? I have not separated them. The solidland—that is, the 
freehold—is included in both estimates, but the jetties are only included in this estimate.
12G0. What portion of that second estimate represents tho value below high-water mark, and therefore is 
not included in your previous estimate ? To give you that information I would have to estimate the value 
of all the different wharfs and piers.
1261. Does half of it represent the jetties and piers ? I do not think so. It will be very difficult indeed 
to separate the wharfs from the freehold.
1262. It is not possible to say what the resumptions would be? I would net like to give an opinion 
offhand.
1263. Beyond the sum of £3,000,000 which you first mentioned, there is an unknown quantity in such 
interests as may exist below high-water mark ? Yes. I do not think that the whole of these frontages 
could be resumed under £5,000,000, paying for disruption of business and giving the 10 per cent, increase.

Mr. Hoskins.] And including the liberality of assessors against the Government? Yes. My 
experience is that it is possible to show figures to prove the value of a wharf to a particular individual so 
much more than people generally think it is worth,
1265. 2’resident.] That is from Dawes Point to the head of Darling Harbour, ami goiug, roughly speaking,
about 400 feet back from the water ? Yes. ^
1266. You desire the Commission to understand that that is an approximation of the value? It is a very 
rough estimate,
1267. What rentals do the Government receive for special leases in that portion of Darling Harbour 
extending from Dawes Point to the head of Darling Harbour? The total is £7,387 per annum. Tho 
frontage from Dawes Point to Potts’ Point is Government property,
1268. Have you a statement of the passenger traffic by tlie ferry steamers from Circular Quay ? The 
passenger traffic by the ferry steamers from Circular Quay for the year 1896 was as follows :—

By the North Shore, Neutral Bay, and Mosman's Bay ferries ... ... 5,000,600
Manly ferry .................................................................................................... 900,000
W atson’s Bay ferry ........................................................................................ 115 000
Bloating Jetty, at Phillip-street............................................................................ 38,000
Prince’s Stairs and the public jetty eastward thereof....................................... 155,000

S.E.
Pcrdriau.

ISMarTm?.

Total ........................................................................................ 6,208,000
This is the number of individuals; the number of passages would be double, viz., 12,416,000. The 
number of passengers by tho North Shore ferry was supplied by Mr. Goddard (chairman of directors), 
and the number of passengers by the other ferries was supplied by the managers on the wharfs.

WEDNESDAY, 17 MARCH, 1S97.

present: —
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (Peesident).

The Hon. Peedebick Thomas Humpkeex, M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P. 
John Lionel Pecan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Georce Black, Esq., M.P.

Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,

further examined:— ■
1269. President.] You desire to give further information to the Commission on several points ? I was H. Deane, 
asked to say what the approximate cost of a bridge to North Shore would he. An estimate without
details will be a very rough one, hut I should think that a bridge starting with approaches about Flagstaff 17 Mar., 1887. 
Hill, rising over the harbour with a headway of ISO feet, and falling on the other side in the way I 
pointed out the other day would he necessary, and with accommodation for rail aud road traffic would 
cost about £765,000. ’
1270. What would the grade be—1 in 40 ? I find that a grade of 1 in 30 will be necessary to get np 
from Wynyard Square.
1271. Where will a grade of 1 in 40 take you ? On to the surface of York-street.
12/2. Would you approve of a 1 in 30 approach r If the bridge had to be made I do not see how one 
could get out of it; it is quite practicable.
1273. Mr. Hoskins.] AY ould it not be very awkward to erect a bridge with such a steep approach ? You 
would want more motive power.
12i4. Mr. Lee.] Would you liave that grade on the bridge also? No ; it would be praclieally level.
1275. Mr. Hoskins.] Would lhat bridge permit of vessels being towed underneath without having to 
strike their masts ? Yes ; all but very few. Only the topgallant masts would reach the bridge if thev 
were not struck. ^ home few might, but 1 think if a bridge had to be made, a height of ISO feet might be 
considered a considerable height.
1276. President.] If it were thought wise or necessary to have a grade of 1 in 40 fhe approach must
come down to ork-atrect ? Yes; but they would coino on the level, and it would he a verv difficult 
thing to deal with the grades. When .1. said a grade of 1 in 40 the other day T was sneaking only from 
memory, and I find that a erado of 1 in 40 gives a headway of only 150 feet. '
1277. Docs your estimate include tho cost of land resumptions ? I do not know what that would be,
12/8. Would it he considerable ? I expect, if would. Tho buildings would not bo of a valuable class.
1279. How long would your approaches be? Taking tbe two sides the approaches are 4,000 feet; that is 
2,200 feet on the Sydney side and about 1,800 feet on the other s;de '

20—H ' 1280.
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H. Dtone. 1280. That is above the surface ? Tes.
1281. It means the resumption of half a miio of land of the width necessary ? Tes.

17M&r.,1897. |2g2_ Of that cost you have no estimate ? Ivo. .
1283. Mr. Zee.] Suppose that Hyde Park is adopted as a central station for passenger traffic, and m the
future it is desired to have bridge or railway connection with North Shore, could the railway be extended 
from that central station ? No; uot to go across there direct. _ ,
1284. Therefore, if Hyde Park is adopted at the present time as a central station, and railway communica
tion across the harbour is required in the future, it will have to be by means of a separate line ? Tes.
1285. Why is the underground traffic in London carried out with such small station accommodation as 
compared with the station accommodation which is proposed to be provided at Park-street according to 
tbe plan on tbe wrall ? On the underground line in London the trains run all t he way round; there is no 
terminal station at all. Only certain portions of the traffic which come in from outside terminate at the 
same place—Margate-street. For instance, the G-reat Northern trains, the Midland trains, and the 
■Great Western trains come into Margatc-strcet, and the South-W'estern trains come into the district line 
at Gloucester-road, I think, so that very little of what might be called terminal accommodation is required.
1286. It is rendered unnecessary in consequence of its being a circular railway ? Tes.
1287. And the terminal stations are situated on.the outskirts at convenient places ? Tes.
1288. Taking into consideration the different circumstances existing in this country, where the State owns 
the railways, where there are so many large public buildings, and where tbe railway offices are accommo
dated in existing buildings, can you explain the necessity for having such a largo central station, which is 
to include the whole of the administrative offices P 1 can explain what is necessary and what is not, 
and the different purposes for which the offices arc necessary. Of course it is understood lhat the 
accommodation which is provided in this proposed station is for the future as well as the present -at 
any rate for a good many years to como. The accommodation provided is really more than ample for the 
immediate necessities, but when you aro building it. will be a very false policy not to provide a little for
the future. . . t
1289. In other words, you adopt it as a central station for all time ? I will not say for all time that
just depends upon bow Sydney increases. I think a report which was made by the Railway Commissioners 
to the previous Commission will show that. _ _
1290. The main object being to get away from Eedfern and to get into the city, I wish to know why a
less important station would not bo sufficient to meet tho requirements ? As to the ground plan, I reply 
that it will be undesirable to lessen the accommodation. It will not only bo undesirable to lessen the 
number of lines coining in and tho area of the platforms, but lfc will also be undesirable to lessen tbe 
space given for passenger accommodation in the big hiills, the waiting-hall, and the refreshment-rooms, 
and so on. As regards the storeys above of course it is a question of expediency. Those are not abso
lutely necessary for the station itself, seeing that tho railway offices are now accommodated elsewhere, 
and can no doubt be accommodated in the future; but it would be a very great convenience, and, I think, 
altogether desirable, that accommodation should be made for the Railway Commissioners and their officers, 
and that has been done. I know the Railway Commissioners are of opinion that that should be done. 
In the building that is shown there on tbe easel there is a storey which is unnecessary, and which, in fact, 
I have assumed to be cut out in this estimate of £200,000. lhat estimate includes the roof, which is to 
cost £67,000, and the building itself, which is to cost £133,000. The building would consist of ground- 
floor, two storeys, and tho roof. _ _
1291. Tou are clearly of opinion that it is wise to make this ample provision ? Tes. _
1292. Mr. Humphery.Would the only difference in tbe cost be the saving of tbe two storeys provided 
for the accommodation of tbe Railway staff? No ; the ground-floor and the roof would remain the same,

1293. Therefore the only saving would be in the cost of tlie one storey? I think you could cut out
half of the £133.000. , , , . ,
1294. In what way could you cut out half the £133,000 if you had to provide good foundations ana a
roof as shown on the plan there? By cutting out tbe unimportant storeys; but3as 1 say, I think it would 
be a very undesirable thing to do. .

. 1295. How would you do it? Ton would have the foundation, the main floor, and the roof. The ground
floor will have to give the same accommodation, hut the walls need not be as heavy, nor need the walls of 
the basement be as heavy. _
1296. How many storeys could you omit? Tou could omit two. . _
1297. Tou say the cost of the two storeys would be equal to £65,000 ? I should say, without going care
fully into the matter, that the building might be cut down to about one-half. I should like to have an 
opportunity to consider the matter in detail before I expressed a definite opinion; but, speaking approxi
mately, I should tliink that about half could he cut out. _ oat
1298. Instead of saying one-half, will you be good enough to express the amount in figures. About
£65,00°. . ,
1299. £65,000 might possibly he saved by a sacrifice of two storeys of the proposed design ? On account 
of the thinning of the walls, the cutting out of the storeys, and the cutting out of the tower, and the 
lessening of the roof; but it has to he borne in mind that if this be done you could never pul; the other 
storeys on unless you provide the wall of the right dimensions. If, in the future, it were decided that 
more accommodation was wanted, extra storeys could not be put on safely.
1300. Therefore there would he no economy in effecting a saving now if it should be contemplated at any
future time to raise the building? No; it would be actually a loss. _ ....
1301. Suppose the terminal station is placed at St. James’ Road, have you considered whether it is possible 
io avoid taking in a portion of the Registrar-General’s Office? I do not consider that it could be con
veniently done. Everything is packed in as lightly as possible on that plan. There is the parcels office 
in the corner of Park and Elizabeth streets, which is a very necessary part of the station accommodation. 
And on the other side there is a loading-bank for carriages and horses, which is also a very necessary part 
of the station accommodation. If the front of the station is moved back towards Park-street that accom
modation would have to be limited, because there would not be room for it.
1302. 'What would be tho difference in cost if the terminal station were placed at St. James’ Road instead 
of at Park-street ? £50,000,

1303.
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1303. Would £50,000 cover the injury done to the Registrar-G-encral’s Office, and tho bridge over Path- H-. reane.
street, and all the additional work in connection with the terminal stations ? £50,000 would' not cover
the injury done to the Registrar-G-eneral’s Office. The injury done to that office would be probably about ar'' ' 
£14,000/
1304. Are we to understand that £64,000 would be tbe difference in cost between a terminal station at 
St. .lames’ Road and a terminal station at Park-street ? Tes.
1305. You would be obliged to have a bridge at Park-street ? Tho roadway will be replaced by a bridge, 
but tbe level of Park-street will remain just the same as it is. The £50,000 1 inentioued as being 
additional cost is a correct estimate. The extra works will come to more than £50,000, but then there 
will be some savings.
130G. Can you furnish the details of that sum of £50,000? I ran them out roughly, but I have not the 
details here.
1307. "Would it make any difference in the lines between Park-street and Liverpooi-streefc ? It would 
not be exactly the same. There would bo ihc extra cost of tbe Park-street bridge, and the length of tho 
lines between Liverpool-street and Park-street, for these six lines will be carried on further ; but against 
that cost, Park-street will be kept at its present level instead of being cut down and made a wide street, 
as was proposed iu the other scheme ; and there will be a saving in excavation and foundations by taking 
the railway on to St. James’ Road. Tho ground is lower there, and consequently there will bo less 
excavation and less walls to build up. The result is, that the net extra cost is £50,000.
130S. Plus the injury done to the Regietrar-G-eneral’s Office ? Yes.
1309. Are wo to understand that you regard St. James’ Road site as a better site for a terminal station 
than the Park-street site? Yes ; and the Commissioners much prefer it.
1310. "Will yon briefly state your reasons for that preference ? It will bring the traffic practically on to 
King-street, which is a better centre than Park-street.
1311. In regard to a comparison of the cost of the two sites, wkv do you regard the one as better than 
the other ? A station at St. James' Road will accommodate the traffic better ; it will bring the passengers 
further into the city, and it is worth while to bring them from Park-street to St. James’ Road.
1312. The cost of a terminal station at St. James’ Road will be less, if anything, than tlie cost of a similar 
station at Park-street P It will be less.
1313. Mr. IIoskim.'\ Even although you have to pull down and rebuild tbe Registrar-General's Office ?
That is not included. The actual cost of tho station Mr. Humphery was referring to will be loss, but the 
total cost of the line will be more.
1314. Mr. Bolerts.] Would all the platforms be on the surface at St. James’ Road site ? The platforms 
would be at the surface.
1315. How far south would you have to travel from St. James’ Road before you went into a tunnel? You 
have to get under Park-street; you ore about 20 feet below Park-street where you cross.
1316. Prom Park-street to Liverpool-street? It would be underground.
1317. Hot necessarily a tunnel ? Most of it open.
1318. When you como out at Liverpool-street do you go overhead then ? Yon emerge about half way 
between Liverpool-street and Goulburn-streot; then you go over Goulburn-street by a bridge ; and from 
that point to the Benevolent Asylum grounds you aro on a viaduct,
1319. W ill it be necessary to have a large station at the Benevolent Asylum grounds? If you have a 
terminal station at Hyde Park you do not want a large station on the Benevolent Asylum grounds. I 
presume tho accommodation at Red fern will bo more than ample.
1320. Would there be any station between Redfern aud St, James’ Road? I do not think so.
1321. President.'] A station could readily be arranged at Liverpool-street? Yes.
1322. Mr. Jlumphcrtf.] Would it he possible to prevent the cutting down of Devonshire-street to the 
extent whicli you mention is necessary ? .Not i£ the line is carried over, and the street retained in its 
present position.
1323. It would not be less than 9 or 10feet? No. If Devonshire-street could be abolished a road might 
bo made from about where the Female Refuge is, and you could deviate it to the east of the line as shown 
in this plan of the Benevolent Asylum site.
1324. Will it not be possible to bring tbe now road from a point opposite tho old police station ? No.
1325. We were told yesterday that there is a considerable fall between Devonshire-street and Pitt-street, 
opposite Christchurch ? So there is.
1326. In that case would it not bo possible to bring the new road from a point opposite the old police 
station ? No.

William Robson Benson, Manager of the Wharf Association, sworn, and examined:—
1327. President.] Wbat position do you hold ? I am the Manager of the Wharf Association. W.R.Benson,
1328. We are informed that the length of the wharfs under your control is 4,370 feet;—will you be good
enough to enumerate the different wharfs? Parbury’s, Walker’s, Hoffnung’s, Dalton’s, the Central, 17Mar., 1897. 
Dalgety’s, Towns', Moore’s, tbe Adelaide, Smith’s, and Dalgety’s, formerly Bibbs’.
1329. How many ships could you berth at the associated wharfs ? Twenty-nine.
1330. Are they usually full ? No.
1331. What proportion is used—a half ? For the last two or three years these wharfs have not all been 
filled with ships.
1332. In the wool season are they full ? In tbe wool season there is a strain on the wharfs ; hut still I 
have never had to malic any extraordinary provision for berthing ships.
1333. Generally speaking, will you say that half the berths are used ? Taking all the year rountl,I think 
one-half would be a fair average to take.
1334. And in the wool season ? They are fairly well filled.
1330. How long does the wool season last? About four months.
1336. For eight months in the year you use one-half of your accommodation, and for the other four 
months you use pretty well all of it? Yes,
1337. Can you give tho values of these wharfs and the returns which they yield ? No ; I did not know 
that J should be called upon to furnish this information. It is rather a difficult matter to value the

wharfs
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W.R.Benson. wharfs as a whole. You would have to take each wharf individually; because if one pariicular wharf had
' ■—a particular business connected with it, it would be of more value than another wdiarf which was used tor

l7Kar., 189(. ^ ^ ^
1338. Mr. HumpheryHow many berths in connection with tho wharfs controlled by this Association 
would be available for ships of large tonnage ? About one-half ; that number would berth ships of 3,000 
or 5,000 tons carrying capacity.
1339. Mr. Zee.] How does your Association view the proposal of the Government to resume all those
wharfs ? The Association as a body has not given the matter any serious consideration ; in fact, as a 
matter of discussion, it has never been brought before the Board officially. _
1340. 'Would a line of railway, running round the wharfs, facilitate the shipment and discharge of goods ? 
I cannot see how it would facilitate citfier one or the other. When wc take into consideration, first, tho 
fact that not 10 per cent, of tlie imports go to the country, and secondly, that nearly the whole of the wool 
which comes by rail is sent to tho warehouses for sale, and that afterwards it has to bo dumped for ship
ment, From the 1st July, 1890, to the 3rd Jtarch, 1897, the arrivals by rail were 470,328 bales, and by 
sea 124,648 bales, and out of that number 421,000 bales went into the warehouses and were offered for 
sale by auction. Hearly the whole of tho wool which comes by rail is first sent to the auction-room and 
submitted for sale.
1341. Therefore, wherever you had your railway, as far as the wool was concerned there would be the 
same cost in cartage ? The wool would have to be carted to the warehouses and the auction-room.
1342. President.] Does tho same remark apply to hides and tallows ? Yes.
1343. To frozen meat? No; it is shipped direct; but thou it is pretty well dealt with in warehouses
specially prepared for its reception, and then it is taken straight from the freezing chamber into the 
freezing chamber of the ship, _ _
1344. Mr. Lee.] Then you hold that there is no present necessity for the construction of a goods line of 
railway round the wharfs? 1 cannot possibly sec where the benefit would come in at all. I think that 
figures could easily be procured to support tin’s statement. Most of the goods which are imported for the 
country are small lines whicli arc taken into the warehouse here and repacked. Only a proportion of the 
original contents of a case are forwarded to the country, and the remaining portion of the case is filled 
with other goods.
1345. In consequence of expensive land resumptions the construction of a railway line round the wharfs
would be a very costly matter? Yery costly indeed. .
1340. Consequently, you do not see where the revenue is to come from to pay the interest on the cost of 
construction ? Speaking from my present knowledge I cannot see how it could return a fair interest on 
the money expended. _
1347. The imports are not carried direct by rail from the ship, and the exports are not carried direct from 
the railway to the ship, and therefore yon do not see how Ihe revenue is to be got? Precisely. _
3348. Mr. Hoskins ] I suppose the wharf-owners place different values on different wharfs? Decidedly; 
there would be great difference of opinion as to the value of a wharf.
1349. That difference of opinion is based frequently on the superior facilities afforded by one wharf over
Ihe other for discharging and loading ships, and also on tlie fact that one wharf is used more than another? 
Exactly. _
1350. Prcsitfrnl? Is Ihe slate of things you have mentioned in rciard to your wharfs, there being for 
two-thirds of the year twice as much wharfage as you require, significant ot all the wharis in Sydney? 
Of the private wharfs especially.
1351. You have no doubt of that? No. _
1352. Mr. Lee.] When articles such as minerals, coal, shale, and frozen butter, and possibly grain, require 
to be exported, are they not sent direct from Darling Harbour? Yes ; coal especially, and grain probably. 
Of course there arc tho Government wharfs there specially equipped for shipment of coal. There are 
also other wharfs in Darling Harbour belonging to the Government where the ships can go alongside and 
take the grain out of the trucks.
1353. Under those circumstances your wharfs cannot compete with the Government wharfs? At our 
wharfs wc do not compete with the Government so far.
1354 For the export of such articles as I mentioned, the requisite facilities already exist, and are being 
increased, at Darling Harbour and Darling Island ? Yes ; 1 presume they would be quite ample. I do 
not know exactly what quantity of grain is exported just now. The quantity of shale, I think, is not 
great. Coal is another matter. Whether these quantities are going to increase is another question. 
Whether the increase of wharfage accommodation in that particular direction is equal to the increased 
requirements I am not prepared to say. I presume it would be, from my personal observation in that 
direction,
1355. Do you know whether any of the produce of the country, or the shipping coming to the ports, has 
suffered iu any way from the want of railway communication to the wharfs ? No; I am not aware of that.
1356. Is it handicapped in any way by the dray carriage? No ; that is a matter I have not given con
sideration to.
1357. It is not handicapped, to your knowledge? I do not know a ship which has been refused a berth 
from want of accommodation.
1358. Mr. Hoskins^] You have not heard iu recent years, I suppose, of vessels having had to wait some
time to be able to get a berth for discharging cargo? No. There have been occasions, probably, when 
ships have been booked for a particular berth ; but at tbe same time I have bad perhaps twelve or thirteen 
berths vacant. A ship which has been booked for a jiarticular wharf has had to wait to get a berth 
there. .
1359. Mr. Humphery.] In speaking of the export of grain, did you wish to convey that the grain would 
he sent direct from the country' to the ship, or to a depot, to be collected there and then shipped? It 
is very possible, if improvements are made at Darling Harbour, that provision will he made there for 
granaries contiguous to the wharfs. As far as my knowledge enables me to say, there is ample 
accommodation just now for ships to go alongside and take all the grain that is likely to he exported.
1360. Mr. Hoskins^] Have you ever heard of the export and import business of the port being retarded 
in consequence of the absence of railway communication to the wharfs ? As a matter of conversation, 
probably ; but, from a business point of view, 1 do not know that I have heard a remark made about it.

1361.
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13CL Prcxidcni.'l Do you think that your views in regard to this matter have fairly well hecn brought W.U.Benson.
out? I think ao. Wo liave twenty-nine berths, and if we reserve seven berths for loading PurPoseai
that leaves us twenty-two berths for working purposes. The average rate of discharge at a berth is ^ '
400 tons per day, and taking 300 working days for the year—which is a liberal allowance—that means
the discharge of 8,800 tons per day, which is "equal to the discharge of 2,640,000 tons per year. Allowing
each ship a capacity of 3,000 tons cargo, the associated wharfs could berth 880 ships a year; but where
you are going to obtain those ships outside the P. and O. Co., the Orient Co., the North German Lloyds,
the Messageries, and other companies, I do not know,
1362, How many vessels do you obtain ? I cannot give you the figures just now.
1363. Under 300 ? Outside the intercolonial ships and the big steamers, 1 do not believe that 300 over
sea ships arrive in this port in a year.

THURSDAY, 18 MARCH, 1897.

3prrgeni:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (Phesident).

Tlie Hon. Ejiudeetck Tiiojias HuitrEEUT, M.L.C. 
The Hon, James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James IIoberts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P. 
John Lionel Feoan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall. Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.

Frank Earn ell, Esq., M.P.
Cecil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, sworn,

and examined:—
1364. President.~\ Tou are the Engineer-in-Cbief for Public Works? Tes. C.W.Darky.
1365. Tou have prepared a statement showing the shipping and wharfage accommodation in Sydney in ^
comparison with the shipping and wharfage accommodation in other ports where a large trade is done? lSMar.,1397. 
Tes; I liave prepared a return in respect of fifteen leading ports, Tou cannot get information about all
the ports. All of which I could get the length of wharfage I have completed to date. 1 am only able 
to make up the returns to the year 1888. I could get later information about some of the ports, but I 
thought it well to put all of them on the same footing. I could only get the tonnage of shipping up to 
the year 1888 in the edition of Mulhall in the possession of the Department.
13G6. Will you read your statement? It is as follows :—
Statement showing tho total wharf frontage and the business done in connection therewith in some of the principal porta

of the world.

Port.
Wharfage. Tonnage.

Tonnage per foot
Year. Lineal feet Year. Tone.

Of wharf.

London .................................... 1SSS 133,121 1888 12,040,000 07‘20 tons
Liv/jrpool ................................ 1888 182,831 1SSS 10.310,000 56‘46 ,,
Aewcastle-oii-Tyne ........ 3S88 18,0!!0 18SS 5,220,000 2SS-35 „Cardiff.................................... 18SS 2fi,7S0 1SSS S,080,000 301-71 „
.Shields........................... iyss 1,814 18SS 1,000,000 1,097‘02 „

1SSS 38.8 id 1SSS 3,400,000 SS‘04 ,,
Glasgow................ 1SSS 34,287 1SSS 2,540,000 74-P2 „Bremen .................................. 1SSS 14,824 1SSS 2,370.000 159-87 „
Bordeaux ..................... 1SSS 28, SO!) isss 2,930.000 101-70 „
Havre................................ 1888 48,084 1888 4.030,000 87'44 „
Antwerp ................ 1RSS 4!),!)(i7 1SS7 3,065.000 89-46 ,,
Sydnev ............................................................................ 185)8 36,980 1893 3,498,785 94-44 „
Newcastle. tl.S.W........................ lh'>3 ] 1,530 ISOd 1,753,485 151-42 „
Melbourne........................ ISfl'f 23,888 1803 4,158,773 174-09 ,,
Port Adelaide ......................... 1S93 24,081 IS93 1,923, 011 77'07 ,,

In making a comparison with Sydney such ports as Cardiff and NewcasUo-on-Tyne must ho omitted, 
because they arc coal-shipping ports, which arc used night and day. In both Newcastle and Cardiff some 
ot the wharfs arc double-decked. Shields shows an immense tonnage, but that is a fishing trade. The 
ships lie possibly 50 feet deep at the wharf, and to get on one ship you have to cross a number of others. 
Although there arc only 1,300 feet of wharfage at Shields, it is said to be all given up to fishing boats. 
Melbourne and Adelaide must also be struck off the list for the purpose of comparison, because every 
P. and 0. boat which comes to Sydney is entered twice in those ports. We know there is not the amount 
of shipping at Melbourne as there is at Sydney.
1367. Mr. Hoskins,'] Havo you the figures for the port of Hamburgh ? 1 could not get tho tonnage of 
the shipping at Hamburgh,
1368. President.] Such ports as London, Hull, Glasgow, Bremen, Bordeaux, and Antwerp are a fair
example of tho trade which is done in Port Jackson ? I tliink so. -
1369. In estimating your 94 tons to the foot available, what amount of foreshore in Sydney did you take 
as a basis ? I did not take the foreshore in Sydney. I took the frontage of the wharfs actually available 
for ships to lie at.
1370. Will you state the length of the wharfs you took in Sydney? 36,960 feot.
1371. Is that all foreshore,or did you take the jetties into consideration? All the jetties wore taken 
into consideration. In the case of a double jetty I took both sides.
1372. If a jetty was 40 feet or 100 teet long you counted both sides ? Tes; if both sides were available 
for ships to lie at.
1373. Not the length of the foreshore ? No.
13/4. If you have the foreshore at (say) Antwerp or Hull, and the foreshore at Woolloomooloo Bay, an 
estimate becomes possible, for the same amount of foreshore available at either place will enable tho same

amount
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C. W. DftTley. amount of wharfage to be constructed; but if you take the number of wharfs where ships lie on both 
sides, and tho wharfs in. Circular Quay where ships lie abreast on, aud in other places the wharfs are run 

IS Mar., 189*. ouf. a considerable number of feet into the water, you have a false comparison ? It seems tome you must 
take what is known in England as “ quayage.” I do not see what good the length of foreshore would be 
to you all. If you go into Liverpool you will find the docks are one inside tho other. The actual room 
for ships to lie at is the only basis on which you can go to make a comparison.
L175, If yon take a comparison of ’Woolloomooloo Bay properly equipped, with all the water frontage 
utilised, the eastern side of the bay might show, not 1,3.30 feet of direct foreshore, but 3,000 or 4,000feet 
if the wharfs are run out into the bay f It is not possible to make a comparison with other ports if you 
take any fanciful thing for Sydney, and it is not in onr power to take the same for other ports ; you must 
take the actual quayage. To make a comparison, we can but get the quayage in other ports. If you ask 
me the possibilities of Sydney I will answer you. I am dealing with the wharfage at Sydney as it is. At 
Bremen and Liverpool they are increasing their wharfage every year, as we are doing.
1376. With regard to the present, the amount of trade at Sydney is 94 tons to the foot of wharfage 
available, and it stands about midway among the ports of the world ? Yes.
1377. That is a very fair comparative position P A very fair position.
1378. Therefore the present wharfage of Sydney, compared with that of other ports of the world, appears 
to he not more than is usually necessary to do such a trade? Yes; it is working fully up to its capacity, 
as compared with most other ports. The wharfage is worked better here than at Liverpool, Hull, Glasgow, 
Havre, or Antwerp. It shows better results than do all those ports, getting more actual tonnage per foot 
of the wharfage.
1379. Mr. Hoskins^] At Liverpool they have docks inside the docks ? Yes; hut we allow for the quayage 
of the docks.
1380. President^ In Woolloomooloo Bay how much foreshore is occupied by the wharfs you have included 
in your return ? All the wharfs constructed from the west side round to the south-east corner, and the 
first wharf on the eastern side.
1381. Does it include the Admiralty Wharf, Cowpcr Wharf, and the first wharf round towards Challis- 
street ? Yes.
1382. In the return you have embraced about 1,400 feet lying between Challis-streefc and the northern 
end of Admiralty Wharf in Woolloomooloo Bay? Yes, together with the two sides of the pier there. 
3.383. It includes all the wharfage lying within that area ? Yes.
1384. There is nothing else in Woolloomooloo Bay ? Ho. •
1385. There is nothing else till we come to Fort Slacquariep Not till we come to the P. and 0. Co.’s 
wharf.
1386. From there it embraces the whole of the foreshore going round the associated wharfs down the 
eastern side of Darling Harbour to the point of the harbour, and then up along the western side of the 
harbour to Pyrmont Bay, at the western side of the two “ T” wharfs? It excludes Dawes Point, where 
there is no wharfage.
1387. You have excluded those portions of Woolloomooloo Bay which eventually may be used for 
shipping; all that area fronting the recreation ground and Botanical Gardens to the Governor’s Sfcps; 
that area between the Governor’s titeps and the end of Fort Macquarie ; and that area lying west from 
the jetties in Pyrmont Bay and embracing Darling-Island? Yes.

■ 1388. You have excluded all those places ? All I took was the actual finished wharfage available for
shipping to lie at. '
1389. With regard to wharf extension on the eastern side of Woolloomooloo Bay;—what wharfage have
Ihe Government at present unutilised; a length of 1,360 feet is shown here as suitable for wharf 
extension? Yes. ’
1390. Beyond the Admiralty Wharf, going north, we have a distance shown of about 2,000 feet to the 
pumping-station, which eventually may be used for wharfage, if it becomes necessary—that is where 
the baths stand? Yes; it has not, so far, been contemplated to put wharfs there. It is under the public 
park, aud it was thought undesirable to encroach any further on that side of the bay.
1391. In Woolloomooloo Bay, from the pumping-station to Potts' Point, we have unutilised, at present, 
a distance of about 3,000 feet? Yes.
1392. From the end of the Gardens, near the Tarpcian Way, to the western end of the point of Fort 
Macquarie, there is a distance of about 1,680 feet, a portion of which might he used where the Man-o’-war 
Steps are located ? I do not think there is any site available there. I think that is required for 
Man-o’-war Steps and for the North Shore Ferry. A wharf could he made there, but it is wanted for an 
approach to the Man-o’-war Steps, and we are going to construct a new ferry dock on that side for the 
North Shore Ferry Company.
1393. That is there, available for Stato purposes if required ? It is State frontage.
1394. At Dawes Point there is a distance of about 1,980 feet which is not very well situated, but whieli 
will he available for Stato purposes when the arrangements between the Imperial Government and this 
Colony are completed ? Yes.
1395. From Ihe western end of the jetties in Pyrmont Bay, round to the termination of the Government 
property in Darling Island, there appears to be a length of about 2,000 feet approximately? I have 
nothing before me, but no doubt that is correct.
1396. It appears there is a length of nearly 9,000 feet at present unused for wharfage purposes ? Only 
partly available and of doubtful utility. That sharp curve of Dawes Point is not, 1 think, a suitable 
place to put ships or wharfs. Ships would project out into the navigation too much. 1 do not think 
Dawes Point is of much use for shipping.
1397. Mr. Hassall^ It would be right in the fairway ? It is very close.
1398. President!] Taking, for instance, 5,000 feet in Sydney Core, 1,400 feet in Woolloomooloo Bay, and 
11,000 feet to the end of Darling Harbour, the foreshores abutting on to the wharfs which you have 
chosen for your present statement with regard to Sydney Harbour cover approximately 20,000 feet of 
foreshore ? I will see if the figures are correct.
1399. It appears that the available State-owned property, not including Ihe Gardens or recreation-ground, 
is about 9,000 feet ? I will verify the figures.
1400. That means that the State has in its possession, without going beyond -Tones’ Bay or Potts’ Point,
contiguous to the city of Sydney, an area pretty well equal to half "the foreshore that is at present 
utilised? Yes. * ' 1401.
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1401. That being so, tho present foreshores under tlie same system of utilisation would enable half as ^ I,3rloy-
much more trade to be done from Sydney as is at; prosent carried out? No; you cannot draw that 
conclusion from it, because tho wharfs in Darling Harbour are very largely used for tho coastal trade; !U',’ ‘
they arc in constant use and they are crowded very thickly together. If tho Government makes use of
every wharf we could not construct a series of jetties such as exist in Darling Harbour,
1402. Ton utilise 20,000 feet of foreshore, and there are pretty well 10,000 feet yet to bo utilised? I
will look into the figures. I do not think we will get a very great length of practicable wharfage 
frontage available after the wharfs in course of construction arc filled up. There is the whole of Darling 
Island to be added on, for it is all available. 1 think the whole of Dawes Point and the western side of 
Port Macquarie must be excluded.
1403. Do you feel inclined to express an opinion with regard to the amount of work done off the Sydney 
wharfs ? This return shows that the wharfs are fairly well worked up to their capacity.
1404. Wc are informed on all sides that they arc not? It depends on circumstances altogether. Some 
sort of loading, such as wool, is slow to take in. It could bo worked off more rapidly.
1405. Mr. Lee^\ Is it not correct to say that some of the wharfs are not worked to their full capacity— 
that they are vacant during some months of the year ? No douht; they are built for a certain trade.
1400. You are charged with the construction of wharfs in Port Jackson ? Yes.
1407. You are now constructing one wharf or more at AVooiloomooloo Bay ? Two berths are in course
of construction. ’
140S. Are they being erected in consequence of some special demands for berthing there? Yes.
1400. Spccml demands from new lines of steamers? Special demands from the Treasury. Captain 
Jackson brings pressure to bear on tho Troasu^. He reports that he has not berths enough to meet 
the demands, and tho Treasurer then asks the Minister for Works to construct more berths.
1410. But it docs not follow that it means the making of preparations for some new line of steamers coming 
here? There arc certain companies coming here and asking for big berths.
1411. There is a difference between a large ocean-line of steamers and casual sailers ; for instance, a ■
regular line of steamers requires a permanent wharf ? That tolls against them to some extent, because 
companies like the P, and 0., tho Orient, North-German Lloyds, the Mossugeries Maritime, and tho
Eastern Australia—the Japanese Company are asking for a wharf now—permanently occupy a largo 
length of wharf, and pay a rent which represents a very large interest, I believe, on tho cost of the 
work.
1412. The wharfs at Woolloomooloo Bay will be used more for the general trade of the port? Ices.
Some of them may bo leased to some of the companies which are coming here. One of the two American 
lines used to he berthed in Woolloomooloo Bay, but I expect that it will have to come back there.
1413. Is there any special reason for the shipping requiring to go to Woolloomooloo Bay does it offer 
any advantages over the wharfs on the western side of the city ? Woolloomooloo Bay is better than what 
are known as the private or t: back” wharfs, because it has a good approach.
1414. How do you account for the shipping desiring to get to Woolloomooloo Bay, and thus necessitating 
tho erection of new wharfs, when the associated wharfs on tho western side of the city aro not fully 
occupied ? Because there is an extra charge of (id.,1 Ihinlc, for every ton taken away from the “back” wharfs.
Goods taken away from the Government wharf at Circular Quay or Woolloomooloo Bay arc taken Od, a 
ton cheaper than arc goods from the “back” wharfs on account of the very bad approach and the steep 
hills.
1415. It offers an advantage to ships ? Yes.
1416. That is one reason why the demand is for Government wharfs ? When we have to import a large 
quantity of pipes we always stipulate that the pipes must be landed at a Government wharf. In one or 
two cases a large quantify of our pipes was landed to suit the ship and the shipowners at a “ back” wharf, and 
tho carriers charged us (id. per ton extra for the carting ; this charge the owners had to pay.
1417. It is done so much cheaper than it can be done by the Wharf Association ? That is one reason.
1418. That is one reason why these ships want to go to the Government wharfs? Woolloomooloo Bay 
has a hotter approach; the grades are good,
1411). Mr. lloskins.] There is more water there than there is in Darling Barbour ? There is plenty of 
water there ; it is a mere matter of dredging if any place shoals up. '
1420. Mr. Lee.'] When your frontage at Woolloomooloo Bay is filled up with jetties, aud you have made 
provision at Darling Island, do you think there will be sufficient wharfage in this port for the next twenty- 
five years to come ? It is hard to say what will happen in twenty-five years, but I fancy it will be sufficient 
for some time.
1421. It will bo more than sufficient for present requirements ? Yes.
1422. Apparently it will offer accommodation for the next twenty years ? There is no doubt that it will 
answer for some time.
1423. If all these sites are filled up and all the berths are occupied, how can we extend the wharfage so as
to accommodate extra ships ? In different ways. The wharfage could be distributed and spread by going 
further to the west, making more use of Biackwattle Bay and utilising Eosello Bay. °
1424. Do you think there is any probability of the foreshore of North Sydney beiug used ? I douht where 
you could utilise it to any extent. Lavender Bay might be used in connection with tho railway; but the 
approaches to North Shore are not good. A good, deal of railway traffic might be done at wharfs in 
Lavender Bay.
1425. One drawback would be that it would be separated from the city where all the dopdts and dis
tributing houses are? Yes, ’
1426. As far as the produce of tho country is concerned at the present time, and making an ample
estimate for its iucrease in twenty-five years, you think, when all the Government sites are filled up, there 
will be ample accommodation ? When the wharfs in Darling Island and AYoolloomooloo Bay are completed, 
there wilt he ample accommodation for the next ton or fifteen years. J
1427. Have you given any attention to tho question of the desirability or otherwise of tho Government 
acquiring all the wharfs*on tho foreshores of Borfc Jackson ? I have often expressed tho opinion that the 
private wharfs on the east side of Darling Harbour should not be interfered with—that they are better in 
private hands. I do not think the Government could utilise them to the same extent as they are 
utilised now.

1428.
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C. W. Dariey, 1428. You think that they should remain in private hands ? That has always been my opinion. If they 
were taken over by the Government, pressure would be brought to bear at once to commence recon- 

18 Mar., 1897. gtructing them, and I am satisfied that no engineer could design a set of wharfs right off on a sheet of 
paper which would answer or suit conveniently all the various trades that are now carried on there. 
The different companies hare designed their wharfs, and have carried them out exactly to suit their 
particular trade and their steamers, and no one si'etem of wharfage which could he constructed would 
answer that purpose. One company, for instance, lias its jetties a certain distance apart, which exactly suits 
its steamers and the steamers again suit its trade. Then the wharfs are arranged as regards both length 
and position, and fitted with appliances and connected with warehouses exactly to suit the trade. You 
will find the Hunter River wharfs fitted up in a certain way to deal with hay. The Clarence River wharf 
deals with another class of trade and another class of boats, and the wharf was built for that trade. To 
attempt to do what Sir John Coode was asked to do some years ago—to design a whole series of w'harfs 
in Darling Harbour—would upset the trade and yet not give the necessary accommodation, lie prepared 
a scheme to cost a very large sum which L do not think after all gave anything like the accommodation 
which at present exists.
1429. As a matter of fact the accommodation there lias originated and has grown according to tho 
requirements of the trade in the port? According to the requirements* of the trade aud the various 
requirements of the individual compauies.
1480, And if the Government were to devise a set system of wharfs there it might so happen that it 
would not suit a portion of the trade? There is no doubt that a large amount of space would be wasted; 
you could not get the same amount of trade into one set design.
1431. President.] Can you furnish the Commission with Sir John Goode’s report? Yes; it was never 
printed.
1432. Mr. Lee.] Have you ever made an estimate of what it would cost to resume these wharfs ? Xo.
1433. You have never had occasion to do that? Kb.
14*34. Therefore you would not like to express an opinion as to whether a revenue might be derived 
sufficient to pay the interest on the cost of construction, and the working expenses of the wharfs? Ko.. 
I was in England when Sir John Coode was preparing his scheme. I went into his charting office and 
he showed me the first scheme he had prepared. I pointed out some weak points, and ho so agreed with 
me after 1 had explained the matter to him—he was not here long enough himself to study the trade of 
the port—that he laid aside his first scheme and prepared another. I explained to him that no doubt it 
made a very nice-looking design, but it would never answer the trade of Sydney ; and that no one connected 
with the Government could think of recommending the scheme he submitted.
1435. If it were thought necessary for the State to resume these wharfs for the purpose of constructing 
a railway along that foreshore, it would involve the resumption of considerably more laud than the wharfs 
stand upon ? It would require the land necessary for the railway too.
1436. At the present time it would be most difficult to form a correct estimate of what the cost of such a 
railway would be? I have not gone into that at all.
1437. Has it ever come under your knowledge that there has been a demand on the part of the wharf- 
owners at Darling Harbour to have railway connection with the wharfs for the purpose of facilitating tho 
business of the port? I know there has been a demand from some, but on the other hand there are 
some wharf-owners there who, I suppose, rarely send any of their goods to the railway.
1438 Have you studied tho question of the receipt and distribution of goods ? Not to any great extent.
1439. Are you prepared to express an opinion as to the desirability of taking a railway there? 1 would 
leave that to experts who have gone into the matter. 1 have my own opinions, but I have not gone into 
the matter.
1440. It has never come under your knowledge officially to deal with ? No.
1441. Mr. Clarke.] Are you aware that a great many of the private wharfs, particularly the wharfs 
under the control of the Wharf Association, are not fully occupied for nearly two-thirds of the year ? I 
can quite understand that a portion aro not occupied out of the wool season; but at a certain period of 
the year, when tfiere is a rush, we have hardly wharfs enough to berth the ships.
1442. "We have had evidence that a great many of the private wharfs are not fully occupied for about 
two-thirds of the year ? I would not have thought that it was so much as that.
1443. In the event of the Government resuming the private wharfs in Darling Harbour, would it not be 
very inconvenient—in fact almost impossible—for the trade to be carried on in that particular place while 
they are being reconstructed ? It would interfere with the coastal trade very largely no doubt. _
1444. Would it be possible to carry on that particular trade during the course of their reconstruction? 
A certain portion of the trade must be interrupted and interfered with and temporary provision made for 
the time.
1445. What wharfs could you take them to where they could carry on their business without suffering 
considerable inconvenience ? You stated just now that a number of wharfs are vacant for eight months 
in the year; those wharfs might be made use of.
1446. Would those wharfs be suitable for the trade which is carried on in Darling Harbour aud which 
chiefly comes by steamer from various ports on the coast north and south ? They could bo made uso of, 
but they would not be so suitable as the present wharfs, because they would not have special stores to 
deal with tho trade. There is no doubt that in reconstructing the wharfs for private services inconvenience 
must he caused during the process of reconstruction.
1447. It would be almost impossible to carry on the present trade in Darling Harbour without causing 
great inconvenience to the general public? Yes ; as you came along to reconstruct each wharf in its 
turn, each company must be interfered with and put to inconvenience.
1448. If these wharfs to which you allude are occupied for four months in the y oar for their own purposes,
there will be no room at those wharfs during that period for the present trade vu Darling Harbour—will 
they not be shut out from those wharfs for four or five months in the year? I dare say, if it were 
absolutely necessary, some place could be found. For instance, if the wharfs of the Clarence River 
Company came to he reconstructed there is no doubt that some place could ho found to carry on their trade 
temporarily while their wharfs were being reconstructed. What 1 hold is, unless the V were reconstructed 
on the same lines as they are on now, a large number of companies would have to b*-! squeezed out. 1 
think that quite a third of the companies would be squeezed out of the frontage qples. ^ the wharfs were 
reconstructed exactly on the same lines as they are on now. ■ 14*1-9.
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1449. Do you not think that the wharfs in Darling Harbour suit the public quite as well as they would if C.W. Dwlcy. 
they were resumed by the Government ? That is and always has been my opinion.
1450. President.^ Have you taken into consideration the future trade of Port .Tackson ? Yes. I say the al''* '
future ocean trade, if it grows to a very great extent—and no doubt it will grow as the Colony will grow—
must be provided for in other parts of the harbour, but you cannot make that provision and sacrifice the 
coastal trade. The bringing of produce into Sydney must be provided for for all time. We cannot squeeze 
that out or sacrifice it to the ocean trade.
1451. At present it appears that the future trade of the Colony from Port Jackson will bo in coal, wool, 
frozen mutton, wheat, timber, and things of that kind ; are your present coal jetties suitable ? No.
There is no coal trade yet to speak of. The cranes were only erected on the jetties in a tentative manner, 
to see how the trade would grow. . .
1452. It is not your intention to permanently ship the coal at Pyrmont ? No.
1453. Where do you intend eventually to ship the coal from f It just depends. These cranes were put 
up simply to test the trade, and see whether it would grow ; but since they were put up there seems to 
have been a tendency for the trade to decrease rather than to grow. 1 think it is rather less now than it 
was then. If it grew to any great extent we would have to devise some other scheme. My idea was to 
get a good coal shipping depot at Long Cove, and to bring the railway down to that point from Petersham.
1454. That will not do for Illawarra coal? Wo could bring the branch line to Long Cove under the
western railway at Petersham. ■
1455. It appears probable that eventually some considerable coal trade will be done from this port ? Yes.
1456. It appears probable also that a large wheat trade will eventually be done from Port Jackson ? Yes.
1457. There will be a large wool trade, and then there will be ores and other things to ship ;—can you 
advise the Commission where, in your opinion, a great wheat-shipping place should be ? The wheat will 
come down by rail, and therefore Darling Island will be a very suitable place for carrying on a trade 
such as that.
1458. You have already pointed out that you cannot depend on Darling Island and Woolloomooloo Bay 
to meet the requirements of the port of Sydney with certainty for much more than fifteen years ? Yes.

TUESDAY, 23 MARCH, 1897.

Jlresrnt:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).

The Hon, Frederick Thomas HuMPHEP.r. M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Koberts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee. Esq,, M.P,
John Lionel Feoan, Esq., M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.
Cecil West Dariey, Engincer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, further

examined:—
1459. President.You wish to hand in some plans ? Yes ; a plan of the west side of Farm Cove, showing C. W. Dariey.
soundings and borings, and also two plans of Darling Harbour and Sydney Cove, showing works reconi- .—v
mended by Sir John Coode in his report dated 2Sth February, 1889. Sir John Goode’s estimate of the 23 M&r'>l897’ 
cost of his whole scheme was £800,000.
1460. Under that scheme would the accommodation be more than is at present afforded? According to 
Sir John Goode’s scheme there would be 11,050 feet of frontage, giving accommodation for thirty-two 
vessels averaging 300 feet each. The number of berths at present available on the same space is forty-six,
as against thirty-two available under the new scheme. •
1461. Are we justified in believing, then, that tho accommodation furnished by Sir John Coode, after an 
expenditure of over £750,000, would be less than we have at present? It would be better for large ships, 
but less for small ships, and altogether what I call unsuitable for the trade that is required. It would 
simply drive away the Darling Harbour produce trade, for the greater portion of the proposed wharfage 
would be accessible only to railway traffic.
1462. Are there any resumptions under Sir John Goode’s scheme? It includes resumption; but that is
not included in his estimate. It includes resumption of the whole of Darling Harbour between Pyrmont 
Bridge and Dibbs’ Wharf, but does not interfere with Dibbs’ Wharf. ,
1463. His estimate is about £750,000, not including resumption ? £800,000, not including resumption.
1464. And after paying for resumption, and this sum of money for construction, the port would be very 
little better than at present for the purposes for which it is used ? It would not be suitable for th6 
present traffic. Quite half of the frontage would not be accessible for dray traffic, and seeing that a 
large proportion of the produce lauded in Darling Harbour is distributed by means of drays into the city, 
the accommodation for so distributing cargo would not be improved. Fully half of his frontage would 
be accessible only to railway trucks. You could not get drays and trucks along the wharfs properly.
1465. You have already informed the Commission that after a series of years Darling Harbour has been 
adapted for a certain sort of traffic, aud had better be left alone ? Yes.
1466. And those remarks apply to Sir John Coode’s scheme or any other ? Yes ; that is my opinion.
1467. Mr. Hum flierWhat has actually been expended in connection with the accommodation which 
has been supplied in lieu of Sir John Coode’s scheme? We have done nothing on that side where he

reposed to cany out his scheme which did not clash with anything the Government proposed to do, 
ut dealt only with improvements on tho eastern portion of Darling Harbour at present occupied by 

coastal trade.
1468. Has any expenditure been incurred in connection with that portion of Darling Harbour with which 
Sir John Coode’s scheme deals? A large private expenditure, of course, but no Government'expenditurc.

20—1 ‘ 1409.
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C. W. Dariey. 14459. 'What is the next point ? I wrote a minute, which, perhaps, I may read to the Commission. You 
23Mar~1897 88^e^’1116 exPresa an opinion about wheat-shipping, and also as regards dealing with coal, also the 

'* ' frontage and number of berths, which I have put in a separate return [vide Appendix]

Woolloomooloo Bay.
Frontage available east side, 1,450 feet, along which five eschelon berths—four each 300, and one of 2S0—are partly 

constructed. Two of those are now being completed, thus proriding five good berths for large vessels. South side or head 
of bay there are 1,710 feet of wharfage, including 520 feet frontage to a jetty suitable for small vessels. On west side, 
assuming that the space now occupied by baths, boatsheds, &c., was to be set apart for shipping berths, a length of about 
1,500 feet could thus be made available for five more berths, without encroaching very seriously upon tho Park. T cannot, 
however, recommend that this Park frontage should be so utilised. Altogether, in Woolloomooloo Bay there is 4,300 feet 
frontage, and a possible quayage of 3,1 ST feet.

From the northern bath site around Mrs. Macquarie’s Point, Farm Cove to Fort Macquarie, a length of about 0,250 
feet is wholly frontage to the inner Domain and the Botanic Gardens. T do not look upon any of this frontage as being 
available for shipping purposes. It has very properly been set apart for public purposes as park frontage, and should 
be inviolably kept as such.

Circular Quay.
The Government wharfage in Circular Quay, exelusivo of the head of the Cove (1,000 feet), which is devoted to ferry 

traffic, amounts to 4,835 foot, providing twelve good berths, nearly all suitable for steamers of the largest class.
Bound Dawes Point, from and including the Marine Board boatsheds to end of George-strcet, a distance of 1,600 

feet, is Government property, but cannot be looked upon as available for wharfage purposes, being too near the fairway and 
entrance to the Cove ; besides, owing to its exposed position, vessels could not lie alongside a wharf there very comfortably.

Darling Harbour. ■
Inside Pyrmont Bridge the Government owns a wharfage of 2,600 feet, which is almost wholly sot apart for general 

railway purposes.
North of Pyrmont Bridge, including the two jetties now used for shipping coal, &e., there is a wharfage of 2,440 

feet, equal to five good berths. When the coal trade, now temporarily carried on there, can be moved to a more permanent 
coal-shipping wharf, these jetties will be available for the frozen meat trade, and will probably more than suit the 
requirements for some years to come.
I was asked the other day what position was suitable for tho frozen-meat trade. I do not think the 
Department could possibly get a better position than those jetties. There are five good berths, and rails 
laid on the wharf, which is suitable for the frozen-meat export trade. Some meat is shipped there now, 
and if the trade developed it could all be done there.

Darling Island and Pyrmont Bay.
Around Darling Island it is proposed to construct a concrete quay wall, which will provide 2,550 feet frontage. 

In tho hay between Darling Island and Pyrmont jetties a timber wharf with two jetties can be constructed, providing 
four large and one small berths. It is not, however, proposed to construct these berths at present, until it will be seen 
how the trade develops, and to what use they could best be put.

The concrete wall arouud Darling Island is now about to be commenced. When the eastern side, 1,350 feet long, 
is completed, it is proposed to try leasing it in three berths, with room for stores on shore, as it has been represented 
that a better revenue could thereby be secured.

No determination has yet been uome to ns regards the use to he made of the western side, hut probably if a wheat
shipping trade springs up this will he the place to locate it, having railway connection and a concrete wharf wall, with 
good foundation. Large granaries could be constructed for receiving and storing the grain in bulk and rapidly loading 
vessels when they come alongside.

With a proper system of elevators, large hoppers, &c., truck-loads of wheat can lie rapidly taken into the store 
and weighed, and held in readiness for issue to vessels coining to load.

Should a permanent coal trade be developed in Sydney for shipping railway-carried coal it will be necessary to 
provide a suitable site for the trade, and I am of the opinion this can best be done in Long Cove. Over a mile of good 
water frontage can ho obtained above Long Cove Bridge, where quite three-fourths of the water frontage is already 
Government property.
I may here say that 1 have doubts as to any trade for railway-tarried coal ever springing up in Sydney ; 
hut if it does, that is the place for its shipment. .
1470. Is there any reason for bringing coal to Sydney by rail if you have a good port at Newcastle and 
another at Kembla, and the coal trade develops P If a good port were established at liemhla I think 
there will be no longer any need for providing for coal-shipping in Sydney. At present some coal is 
coming forward to Sydney, simply owing to tho absence of a good port in the south to ship from.

* 1471. The coal for shipment comes chiefly, I. suppose, from the Metropolitan mine? Yes.
1472. And the western coal is used for household purposes ? Nearly all.
1473. And not for export ? I do not think it is shipped to any extent.
1474'. Mr. O’Connor.] Did I understand you to say that if a good port for coal shipment were established 
in the south there would be very little need for one in Sydney ? Yes ; if there were a good port in the 
south I think the coal would gravitate to the south rather than to Sydney. I think the Metropolitan 
coal would go south, the gradients being in favour of its going to Kembla rather than to Sydney.
1475. If a good harbour were established at Kembla, or south somewhere in that direction, do you think 
that the coal would go in that direction, and not to Sydney P I think it would.

Glebe Island.
As the trade of the port develops, and demands for greater shipping space arise, it will be |>ossiblc to cut down 

Glebe Island, and convert it into a valuable shipping Hcprtt.
A scheme has been outlined which shows it possible to provide 4,1.50 feet of wharfage below Glebe Island Bridge, 

hot this can be increased by construction of shipping jetties at north end, where eight berths could easily be obtained.
Inside the bridge, about 2,000 feet of wharfage can be provided, making in all, including White Bay, some 7,330 

lineal feet—nearly a mile and a half--without any resumption.
147G, President.] WouLl it be a serious matter to have a swing-bridge across to Grlebc Island, to be used 
for railway purposes ? Ko ; it would not be a serious matter.
1477, In many parts of the world there are swing-bridges over which railways pass ? Yes ; at nearly 
all the ports in England some railway traffic crosses opening bridges.
1473. It would not be a serious matter to pass over by means of a railway swing-bridge ? Ko. Glebe 
Island has a great future in providing for the development of the trade of Sydney.
1479. Kow, in regard to the cost of wharfage at Woolloomooloo Bay, can you divide it into two,—namely, 
the cost of what is already completed, and what has yet to be carried out ? Up to the present, in 
‘Woolloomooloo Bay £71,290 has been spent on wharfage.

1480.
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1480. Since what date ? Prom 1860 to the present date—that is, from the time when tho circular wharf; ^ D*11'10?' 
originally known as Cowper Wharf, was commenced. • asilar^lfittf
1-tSl. And your present scheme ? An expenditure of £12,606 will complete the wharfs on the eastern ^ ar‘’ ' 
side. There is a contract let now for £5,000 for two berths, and £7,400 would complete the northern 
three berths on the eastern side.
1482. Have you a full scheme for Woolloomooloo Bay? Yes, for the east side.
1483. Does it extend past the Admiralty Wharf on the western side ? No ; I do not propose at present 
to go on the western side—the scheme is drawn up only for the eastern side.
1484. What will the full scheme cost when eompletfe ? £12,696—that is, for five berths.
1485. In Woolloomooloo Bay do you include the cost of dredging ? No ; intermittent work is generally 
charged to the dredge service,
1486. You hare no estimate of the cost of dredging ? No.
1487. Can plenty of water be obtained in Woolloomooloo Bay by dredging ? Yes; there is no rock there 
down to 28 or 30 feet.
1488. Now, as to Sydney Core on the eastern side, from January. 1879? I put that down as the date 
when the present permanent wharfs were commenced, excluding the old wharfs that have since been 
removed. On the eastern side £136,807 has been, spent—that is, upon the P. and O., Messageries 
Maritime, the Orient Company’s Wharfs, and the wharf on the south side. On the western side we have 
spent £93,441, and the completion of tho berths at the old A. S. N. Company’s Wharf, which work is now 
in course of completion, will cost £15,512. That is, of course, exclusive of land resumption.
1489. Does that include the wholo of Circular Quay, or right to the point of the land known, as Dawes 
Battery? Yes. The total cost of the existing wharfs, including the sheds—everything charged to the 
vote—and adding thereto £15,000, the estimated cost of completing the wharfs, amounts to £245,761.
That is since 1879. Previous to that—that is, between I860 and 1879—there were £40,460 4s. lid. spent.
But a great deal of that was spent on wharfs which have been pulled down when other wharfs have been 
constructed.
1490. They form no part of the present wharfs ? No.
1491. £245,000 has been spent in tho construction of various wharfs? Yes, since 1879.
1492. What has been the resumptions? For resumption of land on Circular Quay and Dawes Point,
£304,008. . . . ,
1493. Therefore the total amount spent on Circular Quay up to date which you think it is reasonable to
include—that is, excising previous expenditure on things which have outlived their usefulness—is £549,000? ■
The total expenditure reported to me in the construction of Circular Quay up to date, including the 
£40,000 T spoke of, and the land resumption, is £574,722 Is. lOd. That is the total expenditure from
1860; and the liabilities on account of the completion of work in hand, by the reconstruction of jetties at 
the old A. S. N. Company's Wharf, makes a total expenditure, when complete, of £590,234 9s, 4d.
1494. In your opinion there is a sum of £40,000 for previous works which should not be taken into 
account now ? Yes; that I think should be written off, because the expenditure has gone through 
reconsi ruction.
1495. Then, in addition to that, there has been some dredging, has there not ? There has been dredging 
and rock removal; but of those items 1 have no record here. 1 think that this expenditure includes 
removal and deepening of rock, but not the dredging of mud.
1496. So, roughly speaking, there is £600,000 invested in Circular Quay ? I think that would he a fair 
way of putting it.
1497. Mr. Kumphery.] We have had £442,753 revenue from Circular Quay, but there aro annual charges 
against that? The annual charges are, I think, comparatively small.
1498. President.'] Now for the expenditure on the western side of Darling Harbour? The construction
of wharfs and jetties aud the extension of wharfs in Darling Harbour, from 1864 to date, have cost 
£254,127 2s. 4d'. _
1499. Between what limits;—between the southern end of the bay and what point to the north ?
Includiug the Pyrmont jetties.
1500. To the north-western end of the Pyrmont jetties ? Yes.
1501. Then, from those jetties all round Jones’ Bay, have you a comprehensive design for the whole of 
that portion ? Yes.
1502. What is that to cost ? £101,872.
1503. Has the whole design been approved of by Parliament ? No.
1504. But you are going on with a portion of tho design ? The Minister has approved of a small portion 
being commenced.
1505. Although there has been no approval of the whole of it ? No approval of the whole of it.
1506. Then the Department is going on with an expenditure which forms part of an expenditure that will 
amount to over £100,000 ? Yes ; if the whole work is completed.
1507. Mr. lloskirts.] Two or three years ago the Public Works Committee, after a long inquiry, at which 
you gave evidence, recommended the construction of a new bridge at Pyrmont, from Sussex-street, and 
also recommended that it should be undertaken as soon as possible, mainly on account of the evidence of 
Mr. Hickson, who represented that although the bridge had been repaired and might last two or three 
years it might give way at any moment; and yet we do not hear of anything being done in the matter;— 
can you tell us what is being done in reference to that bridge? The bridge is being carefully watched, 
and certain work done to give it as long a life as possible ; but no money having been voted by Parliament 
for reconstruction, no reconstruction can be done.
1508. Is it in contemplation to give effect to the recommendation of the Committee ? I think Parliament
will have to be asked to vote money very soon for the reconstruction of the bridge. ■ ■ ,
1509. Mr. Wright.] Would it he possible to furnish the Commission with a statement showing the total ;
expenditure on the different wharfs in Sydney, say, from 1850 up to the present date, out of Loan Votes:
1 think, if my memory serves me rightly, the first improvement on the Circular Quay was made in 1853— 
from Queen’s Wharf to Campbell’s Wharf ? Yes; 1 think that such a return could be obtained. The 
return which I have to hand in to the Commission is complete from 1860. Our books go back only to 1860.
1510. Are there any means of ascertaining what was spent before that time? A good deal of that was 
Imperial expenditure; but a statement concerning it might be obtained from the Treasury.

• 1511.
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C. W. Dariey, 15] | j suppose that the expenditure prior to 1860 was not very large ? Xot very large. I think I am 
DfTv^^ijari* r'8'1* Baying that the whole of this expenditure is from Loan Votes.1

ar., /. 2512. X want, if possible, to ascertain the total expenditure from 1850 to 1860;—that could be obtained, 
I suppose, and, if added to this, would give us the total expenditure H I will make inquiry, and see if 
that can be obtained.
1513. Are you personally in favour of the construction of a coaling wharf in Iron Cove? Certainly not 
in favour of doing anything now; but I say that if a trade sprung up I would be inclined to recommend 
that a coaling wharf should be constructed there.
1514. Would there not bo sufficient space at Darling'Island for it ? 2fo.
1515. Well, what about Glebe Island for the coal trade—at the head of Johnson’s Bay? I think Glebe
Island is too valuable for the coal business. It is better to use it in connection with the city. If the city 
trade increases in connection with the shipment of wool, produce, and merchandise, it would he better to 
let it spread out towards Glebe Island rather than use it for the coal trade. .
1516. In the event of Glebe Island and all the foreshores being utilised would any more wharfage he 
required for the next century almost? We do not know how the trade may develop ; but I have grave 
doubts as to whether we are going to have in Sydney a railway-borne export coal trade. Some coal may 
he won on the harbour, audit may be shipped from places near where it is won.
1517. You think the bulk of the coal sent to Sydney by rail will be for local consumption ? Yes.
1518. President.'] Have you any knowledge as to what is the nature of the bottom of Biackwattle Bay? 
The greater part of the bay we can dredge 28 feet or 30 feet without touching rock.
1519. So there appears to he no reason why Biackwattle Bay could not be used for the coal trade ; you 
do not want to build a new railway if you can possibly help it, and tunnelling through tho hill would bring 
you on to Biackwattle Bay ? Yes.
1520. And if there are 28 feet or 30 feet of water available there, and there is no trouble in working a 
swing-bridge between Johnson’s Bay and the Cove, why should not coal shipping be done there? There 
is no Government land available, except at the head of the bay, and that would not he suitable for coal 
shipping. I uow put in a return showing the water frontage and quayage at Sydney Harbour, and also a 
return showing the expenditure on Government wharfs in Sydney Harbour, up to date.

Walter Liberty Vernon, Government Architect, Department of Public Works, sworn, and examined:—
W.L.Vernon, 1521. President.] The Commission desire to know from you the value of tho various buildings in the area 

immediately north from Devonshire-strect, known as the Benevolent Society’s grounds;—have you a 
23liar., 1897. statement? Yes. ■

1522, Will you read it ?
In accordance with a request of the Chairman (handed to me yesterday) to the effect that a rough valuation of the 
buildings set forth in the list accompanying it ivas required, I have tho honor to r eport that a preliminary inspection has 
been made, and approximate valuations set down, as follows : —

Benevolent Asylum, buildings, fences, &:c............................................................. £16,400
Christ Chinch Parsonage, fences, &c..................................................................... 1,800
Police Barracks and Superintendent's residence................................................... 0,000
Sydney Female Rufuge........................................................................................... 7,000
Tho Convent of the Good Samaritan.................................................................... 13,000
Tranicar sheds, &c............................................................... ................................... 600
South Sydney Morgue and residence..................................................................... 2,400
Friends’ Meeting-house, &c.................................................................................... 500
Sextons’ cottages ..................................................................................................  200
Railings, gates, &c,, to Cemetery ........................................................................ 1,000

Total....................................... £48,900
1523. That is for every building on that area? Yes. Tbo greater portion of the buildings is old and 
obsolete,and generally only suitable for present uses; and I estimate that if similar accommodation had 
to be provided in new buildings the cost would probably be between £75,000 and £80,000, as against 
£48,900, the present values. This of course does not include the value of the land.
1524. That would be the cost to the State if it were necessary to find the same amount of accommodation 
as you have at present in these old buildings ? Quite so.
1525. There is no question of title at all—you only include the hare value of bricks and mortar ? Yes, 
that is all.

WEDNESDAY, 24 MAP.C11, 1897.

frrsenf:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Feoan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Georoe Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Auotjstus Wright, Esq., M.P.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Hhmphert, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L!C.
The Hon. Charles James Koberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.
Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, further examined :—

1526. President.] What is the first information you have to give us to-day ? As regards the cost of 
resumption of a strip of land 100 feet wide between the Kedfern railway station and Circular Quay. 
The shortest distance from Kedfern station to Circular Quay is 130 chains. If the strip taken be 100 

24 Mar., 1897. fee(; wide the area included would be within a fraction of 20 acres, without including any land required 
for stations. The municipal assessments for the present year show that if that block of the city bounded 
by Elizabeth, Park, Pitt, and Liverpool streets, comprising an area of 10 acres 2 roods 2 perches, were 
resumed, the compensation, at twenty years’ purchase, would he £748,640, and at twenty-five years’ 
purchase, £922,800, If the value of the 20 acres comprised in the strip 130 chains long and 100 feet

' wide

s. E. 
Perdriau.
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wide be estimated in the same way, and pro rata, it would cost £1,<121,285 to resume at twenty years’ 
purchase, and £1,755,624 at twenty-five years’ purchase, without allowing anything for severance, for .. 1
disruption of business, or for the 10 per cent, for forced sale always paid by G-ovemment. Ko doubt jgyrrt
many valuable properties would be severed if such a strip of land wore resumed, and under section Ko. 78 ^ ‘ *
of the “Public Works Act of 1888” the constructing authority could be compelled to purchase mauy 
large and expensive buildings situated wholly or partly upon the area resumed, and thus the cost of same 
Yvould be greatly increased. _ _
1527. ilfr. Wright.'] If I understood you rightly, you have based the valuations on the valuations for the
best portion of the city ? I do not think it is the best portion of the city. _ _
1528. You have valued the portion between King-street and Market-street? Ko; between Liverpool,
Park, Pitt, and Elizabeth streets. That is not the best part of tbo city.
1529. You do not take in King-street? Ko.
1530. Then that is a medium part? Yes, a medium part. ... .
1631. Mr. Lee."] Do you know if that passes through any very expensive buildings ? I did not try to 
locate the area, but of course a great many buildings would be affected.
1532. Mr. Tfumphert/.\ That starts from Kedfern railway station and terminates at Circular Quay, and
avoids the Park ? You may fairly say that is an imaginary strip. _ _ ' '
1533. You propose to take a strip 100 feet in width from the Kedfern railway station to tho Circular 
Quay, on the western side of Elizabeth-street ? Yes.
1534. It might appear from the evidence that in estimating for the 100-foot strip you have taken the
cheapest portion of the city west of Elizabeth-street ? 1 do not think that is the cheapest portion
of tho city. When you get nearer the head of Darling Harbour there is much cheaper properly 
there; but I think that the value of property on this line is rather under tho average than over that of 
city property. _
1535. Mr. Zm.] Can you tell us what the practice in this country is when land is taken underneath a 
building—can you tell us how the compensation is arrived at;—is the surface value paid ? Ido not know 
Yvhat powers the Act gives in that respect.
1536. You have no precedent in the office to guide you whore laud has been resumed underneath a 
building for a tunnel ? I believe that Ihe Water and Sewerage Board do not pay anything for tunnelling.
1537. President.'] What is your next statement ? You asked me to ascertain the area comprised in Glebe 
Island.
1538. What is the area ? The area of land comprised in Glebe Island is 341, acres, and the Government’s 
reclamation at the head of White Bay, .adjoining the island, and lying between it and Balmain, comprises 
12 acres, all level land, making a total area of about 461 acres.
1539. There will be a good deep-water frontage for a great deal of it ? The deepest part would be on 
the eastern side of the Island—about from 18 feet to 19 feet.
1540. It includes the whole of Glebe-Island ? Yes ; road, abattoirs, and everything else there.
1541. What next ? You asked me to ascertain the principal landing-places for passengers by steamer at 
Korth Shore. The chairman of directors of tho Korth Shore Steam Ferry Company has informed me 
that before the tram service was started two-thirds of the passengers by their ferry steamers landed at 
the Lavender Bay wharf, at the head of that bay. The traffic is now diverted to tbe^ tram, and at tbo 
present time four-fifths of the passengers by steamer go to Milson’s Point. The population of the borough 
of North Sydney, according to the Government Statistician, was 18,180 in February, 1896. The town 
clerk of the borough has stated to me that at the present time the population is, approximately, 19,483.
1542. Have you brought a map showing the position of the borough of North Sydney ? Yes. ^
1543. What is the gross amount of fares collected by the Korth Shore Ferry Company ? About £40,000
a year, reckoning the passengers at a penny per head. _
1544. Mr. Z.ec.] Is there any parcel of Crown lands within the city boundary that could becouYrerted into 
a park for the city people ? Of course there is the Devonshire-street Cemetery.
1545. That is not Crown land at present? If what remains of the bodies buried there was removed tho
Government could get control of that land again, of course. ^
1546. Is there any other land, vacant or otherwise, that could be utilised for a city park ? Ko ; I do not
think so. _
1547. Do you know of any site that could be given to the public iu substitution for what they would tie
deprived of if a portion of Hyde Park were taken away to be used for railway purposes ? You could give 
them part of Government House grounds. Government House, they say, is tumbling down, and a sub
stitute must be found for it pretty soon. It is in a very ricketty state, the Architect says. They are now 
spending money on it, and are always doing so. _
1548. If the Government House grounds wore devoted to reserve purposes, do you not think that they 
would be more likely to become absorbed in the Botanical Gardens than be made a park somewhat on the 
same linos and for the same uses as Hyde Park now ? Yes, perhaps they would; but there are 40 acres there,
1549. Do you think it would be desirable to set up another park in the city, to be used in the same way 
as Hyde Park is now used ? Well, if land had to be resumed it would be, of course, at enormous expense; 
aud there is a very large area of land available now for recreative purposes, extending from Liverpool- 
street northward to the water—for the parks practically extend from Liverpool-streei to the water—their 
total acreage beiug, I think, 230 or 240 acres including the 40 acres of Government Mouse Grounds.
1550. A.nd tho public have access to a portion of that land at all times, day or night, and to the Gardens 
all day ? Yes ; Sundays and all other days.
1551. Take Hyde Park, for in si anee ;—you know it pretty well ? Very well. i ^
1552. Is it really used at the present time for the recreation of the citizens or their children? I do
not think so ; it may be by the children, _
1553. Is it not largely taken possession of by the loafing classes ? Yes, it is, almost entirely.
1554. As a matter of fact, does it offer to the citizens or their children that recreation which it was 
supposed to afford ? I do not think it does, except where the band plays on the eastern side. A good 
mauy children collect there in the afternoons when the band plays ; but tho western portion of it is used 
almost entirely by loafers.
1555. .Are you of opinion that the citizens ivould suffer no serious loss if they were deprived of that
portion of'Hyde Park which it is proposed to take for railway purposes ? 1 do not think they would.
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T think that the suburban resideuls would be benefited to a very great extent indeed by the railway 
Pevdnau. coming right into the city, and also that a very large proportion of the inhabitants of the Colony would 

24Mnr^lS97 receive a direct benefit by being brought right into tho heart of the city by the railway.
’’ " 1556. "What portion of the community would suffer, and in what respect, if that portion of Hyde Park

were taken for railway extension purposes ? I think, principally, the Domain loafers.
1557. The average citizen would not be deprived of any right whatever? I think not.
155S, That is to say, that irrespective of the portion required for railway purposes there would be ample 
room for recreation purposes ? Tes. It so happens that at that particular place there are many large 
aud contiguous reserves, _ _
1559. Not very far from there is a smaller park ? Yes ; Cook Park and Phillip Park. ■
1560. Hyde Park has not been used for many years for vehicular traffic it is used ouly for pedestrian 
traffic ? That is all.
1561. And has not the construction of the Centennial Park had the effect of attracting a large number of
tho citizens to that park for recreation purposes, particularly driving ? No doubt it has, because there is 
a road there specially made for the purposes of driving. ,
1562. In that respect the Centennial Park has advantages far beyond anything that could be offered by

' Hyde Parle? Yes. People living within an equal distance of Hyde Park and Centennial Park would
never go to Hyde Park for recreation, but would go to the Centennial Park.
1563. The Centennial Park has a large area ? Yes,
1564. Do you remember how much ? Under the Centennial Celebrations Act the area to be left for a
park is a square mile. _
1565. It has been very largely improved, and is being beautified ? Yes ; more than £250,000 has been 
expended there,
1566. At the time that park was granted to the public there was no demand for extra park sites in the 
city, was there ? J think not. I do not think it was intended particularly as a park for the city, but 
more for the surrounding suburbs ; but of course it is very close to the city. .
1507, But all those suburbs, now you may say, aro part and parcel of the city—connected with the city 
by tram and every other means of conveyance ? Yes. _ _
1568. And it is no more a park for the suburbs than for the city—it is available for all ? Yes.
1569. Is it not largely used by the city people ? Yes. I have seen thousands of the city people there, 
especially on Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays.
1570. If this large park has been conferred on the citizens of Sydney recently at enormous expense, do 
you think that the citizens would suffer in any way if a small portion of Hyde Park were taken for 
necessary railway purposes? I think the taking of 10 acres out of Hyde Park would hardly be noticed 
by the citizens.
1571. It is ouly proposed to go up to about the middle walk? Yes; the south-western corner of the 
Park.
1572. Therefore it would leave all the facilities for pedestrian communication between Oxford, College,
aud other streets ae well as it does at present ? Yes. _
1573. It would only prevent people from going direct through to Elizabeth-street between Liverpool and
Park streets? Yes. _
1574. But they could get to cither of those points by taking a diagonal path ? Yes.
1575. Therefore there could not be any great inconvenience to those who use the Park for pedestrian
purposes ? I do not think so. _
1576. You are of opinion that the location of a railway on that portion of the Park would he a benefit
not only to the citizens but also to the Colony at large ? Yes. _
1577. Mr. Multipliery.] Supposing, instead of having a terminal station belween Park and Liverpool 
streets, it were placed between St. Janies’ road and Park-street, would your replies to Mr. Lee’s questions 
be equally pertinent ? I think so. I suppose that the same quantity of the Park would bo taken—10 or 
12 acres—and it would not much matter which portion were taken. Of course there is a good deal more 
pedestrian traffic across that portion of the Park towards King-street than there is across the southern 
portion of the Park.
1578. You mean diagonally ? Yes; from Boomerang and College streets. That part of the Parkas more 
used.
1579. I am speaking now of the north-western corner? Yes, the north-western 10 acres of the Park,
bounded by Macquarie-street. _ _
1580. Then the pedestrian traffic will come out at St. James’ road instead of in Elizabeth-street;—is that
what you mean ? Yes; somewhere about the Queen’s Statue, instead of going diagonally. ■
loSl/jlfj*. Wright.'] As a matter of fact tho bulk of tbo pedestrian traffic goes that way now, does it 
not ? Yes, I think the greater part of it does. _ _
1582. Mr. Mwmphery.~\ How many acres are there of tho Devonshire-street Cemetery that might be 
utilised for a park ? About 11 acres.
1583. Comparing that area of land that might be made available for a park at Belmorc-road—I mean the 
site of the Devonshire-street Cemetery—with the portion of Hyde Park which it is proposed to be taken 
for railway purposes, there would be twice the population convenienccd ? There would be, according to 
the G-ovemment Statistician’s figures,
1584. Have you been over that land ? Yes, I have been into it from various points; it is subdivided by
fences. _
1585. Would it be a suitable position for an addition to Belmore Park ? I tbink it would be, certainly. 
It is very suitable land for a park, being elevated.
1586. And very central ? Yes, it is central. There is a very dense population, especially to the east of it.
1587. And you think that as far as utility goes—not intrinsic value—it would be a fair exchange for the
north-western comer of Hyde Park ? Yes. I think the figures prove that the population benefited 
would be twice the number. _ _
1588. Mr. Wright.'] 1 gather from your remarks that you consider that the outcry against utilising a 
portion of Hyde Park for railway purposes is more sentimental than anything else ? Yes, 1 do.
1589. And that the citizens would practically suffer no loss by the appropriation for railway purposes of 
that portion of Hyde Park asked for by the Bailway Commissioners ? Yes.

1590.
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1590. Aud you think that the land to be taken from the Devonshire-street Cemetery would be in every way
as suitable, or even more suitable, for the requirements of tho citizens of that part of the city than the 
portion of Hyde Park proposed to be taken ? Yes. 24Mar 1897
1591. In making your calculation of the cost of the resumption of land you include resumptions right '' '
from Devonshire-street, do you not ? Yes.
1592. And you are aware that there is a large portion between Campbelt-street and Devonshire-street 
which is to a certain extent Government property, including Belmore Park and the Cemetery grounds, 
the resumption of which would not necessitate any great expense P It would of course depend entirely 
upon where the railway ran. You might interfere with Christ Church Parsonage, and the Convent, and 
the Refuge.
1593. But if you can avoid interfering with the Parsonage, and the Benevolent Asylum, and the Convent
of the G-ood Samaritan, by taking a railway to the back of them at a sufficient distance, and then passing 
through Belmore Parle, how many chains of resumption would you save ? There would be something 
saved there. *
1594. Can you give us any idea of the number of chains that would be saved ? At a rough guess I should 
say perhaps 25 or 30 chains.
1595. That would reduce your total then to a little over 100 chains ? Yes.
1590. And it would correspondingly reduce the cost of resumption ? Yes. I am afraid that those ligures 
do not convey anything like the extent of the probable cost of such a resumption.
1597. Of course to those figures would have to be added the cost of severance and destruction of buildings ?
Yes.
1598. Allowing for the lesser distance going through Belmore Park, you think that the original figures
would be more than borne out by the result P Yes. "
1599. So there is no hope of getting a railway through the city for less than £2,000,000 for resumption 
alone? Yo; under a clause of the Public Works Act, if a building is touched at all the owner can 
compel the Government to take the whole of it.
1600. Can you tell me what is the resident population within a certain distance of the north-western corner 
of Hyde Park ? Within half a mile radius of the junction of Elizabeth-street and St. James’ road the 
total resident population is about 15,000.
1601. And those are the only people who can actually claim any particular right to this Park ? Tes, I
think so. "
1002. And you are under tho impression that depriving those people of the convenienco of having the 
Park close 1o their door would be more than counterbalanced by the gain to the population of the Colony 
generally if this railway were constructed ? Yes.
1603. Very much more ? Yes, J think so.
1604. Mr. 'Fe^an.\ "Whom do you call loafers. You say that this Park is chiefly used by loafers.
You do not call a loafer an unfortunate man out of work who is doing his best to get work, do you?
Certainly not. *
1605. Well, what reason have you for saying that the ma jority of the people who frequent this portion of 
the Park are chiefly loafers ? That is the opinion I formed of the people there ; 1 have seen them for 
twenty years, and that is what their appearance was. They are not working-men, but men that will not 
work,
1606. Mr. Black.] If the Park were closed would they cease to exist ? Yo ; if you take 10 acres they 
will go on to the remaining 30 acres.
1607. Well, if the closing of that portion of the Park would not wipe out those men whom you call 
loafers there would not be any benefit to the public in that direction if it were closed ? I did not suppose 
that we were going to effect any reform in that respect.
160S. In fact you would only make the evil worse by concentrating them in a smaller area, if there is 
any evil ? Well, at that particular place you have over 200 acres of land available for those particular 
people, and if you distributed them over the remaining 190 acres you would hardly notice any difference 
there.
1609. You have no idea in your head of having admission to the Parks by ticket ? Vo.
1610. Mr. Fegan.] In answer to Mr. Lee you said there never was any agitation for more park room 
when the Centennial Celebrations Act was passed? I do not know that I said that directly,hut I do not 
remember any.
1611. Do you know there was an agitation against taking away any portion of this Park ? I believe there 
was an agitation some years ago.
1GL2. And a very strong agitation ; even some of the most prominent people in Sydney took a part in 
the agitation against taking any portion of this Park for railway purposes ? The gentleman I particularlv 
remember is Mr. Macintosh. * "
1613. He occupies a very prominent position in the public life of the Colony ? Yes ; and no doubt, his 
opinion is very valuable. ■
16I4i. And there were Sir Alfred Stephen and others ? Yes. Sir Alfred Stephen was one of the trustees 
of the Park.
1615. Therefore, so far as the agitation was concerned, it was not owing to these unfortunate men but 
to some of the leading men of the time ? Yes ; there were some of the leading men connected with it.
1616. I think you will admit that the feeling is almost the same yet ? I daresay it is.
1617. When the Bill was before Parliament I suppose you heard that a number of the representatives of 
the people were against handing this Park over for railway purposes ? Yes ; they thought that the taking 
of a quarter meant eventually the taking of the whole of it. That was tho principal reason, I think ; but 
I read the Railway Commissioners’ statement, and they said they would not dream of asking for any more 
than 10 acres, because they would not make the Hyde Park station the main terminal station. Redfern 
would continue to he that, or rather the depot.
1618. Mr. Zee.] This is for passengers only ? Yes.
1619. You do not think that 10 acres near Belmore Park would compensate for 10 acres iu the heart of 
the city, do you ? I think the figures giving the population in the two portions show that 10 acres at 
Devonshire-street Cemetery would benefit twice as many people as 10 acres on tbe nortb-west corner of 
Hyde Park.

S. E. 
Perdriau.

1620.
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Perdriau you ^now it is really not those people who live in the near vicinity of Hyde Park who avail
themselves of the advantages which Hyde Park gives to the people for recreation and other purposes,

24Mar 1897. U1l^er ^-le beautiful shade.trees such as there are not in the Domain ? I think the Inner Domain is pre- 
* for able to Hyde Park for shade-trees. ’
1621. But is it not a fact that no other park in the Colony gives the same facility for shade and enjoyment 
as Hyde Park ? I must say that T have not seen very many people using Hydo Park for that purpose—
I mean that I have not seen many people whom I would consider to be respectable people using it for 
that purpose. They mostly go into the Domain or the Inner Domain.
1622. Does not that statement bear out what 1 have said, namely, that the people who live in the different 
business planes near and around Hyde Park do not frequent the Park, and that other unfortunate people 
come from other parts of the city because they appreciate the shade and the surroundings of the Park ? 
Tes, It is not unlikely that a good many of those people whom I call “loafers ’’ would collect where the 
cemeterv is now if that were made into a park,
1626. klany people go to Hyde Park who are homeless, but are not'loafers, and who walk about from 
morning till night looking for work ? Very likely.
1624. And X have seen people go in there the state of whose pockets would not afford them any other
means of getting rest? Yes -, but they would, not have to go much further to get to some other part of 
the Park. '
1625. To be waylaid, perhaps, by tricksters ? I have seen as many tricksters on this portion as elsewhere.
1626. Do you think there is the same protection in the Domain as in Hyde Park ? AVe only propose to 
take a quarter of Hyde Park.
1627. But at the present time the Park is open to the public gaze, aud in the daylight a man cannot 
commit robbery without being detected ;—the police are there, and the public are on the alert ? Tes ; 
they are nearer than they are in the Domain.
1628. Do you not think that it is much better in that respect ? There is no doubt that some people would 
be inconvenienced by the talcing away of 10 acres, but I think that on the whole it would be of benefit * 
to the country generally.
1629. How ivouldit benefit ihe suburban people? It would avoid the necessity of changing from the 
train to the tram at Kedfern.
1630. The expense of travelling would be about tbe same ? I suppose tbe expense would be about the 
same—not much difference.
1631. Hot having to change from train to tram would be the principal benefit ? Tes.
1632. How much time would that save—about a minute ? I think more than that. Even in the morning 
it takes fully a minute J. think to change, hut at other times in the day it must sometimes mean a loss of 
six, seven, or eight minutes.
1633. Do you think it is fair to go to the enormous expense of constructing a railway from Kedfern to 
Park-street or Market-street, as the ease may be, aud take perhaps one of the most valuable sites for 
recreation in Sydney, in order to save that short space of time, seeing that you are about to construct an 
electric tramway along George-strcet ? That will serve the people to some extent, no doubt.
1634. And you have also the sfeam tram service in Elizabeth-street? The railway, of course, would 
compote with the present tram service.
1635. And successfully, too, would it not ? Tes.

*s ^become of the tramway then—there would be a loss on that portion of it, would it not?
I think that portion of the tram service would hardly be wanted ut all—that is the railway tram.
1637. In your calculation you have not informed the Commission the amount of loss that would be sus
tained by the pulling up of the tramway ? Ho : that would be a matter for the Engineer-in Chief for 
Hallways, '
1638. Perhaps you could estimate the value of that property ? 1 could find that out for you,
1639. Mr. Roberts^) Is it not true that since the extension of the tramways into the various suburbs
business people now have residences for their families in the suburbs who used fifteen or twenty years 
ago to live at their place of business with their families ? I believe that is a fact. In fact the population 
of the city proper is not growing so fast on that account. ,
1640. Is it not a fact that the families of at least (say) 75 per cent, of the business people of Sydney now 
reside in the suburbs ? I daresay that is about the proportion.
1641. And therefore is it not fair to assume that there is not the demand for Hydo Park as a recre
ation-ground at the present moment that there was twenty years ago ? Yes, ] certainly think that is the

1642. Mr. Hassall.'] The traffic through the north-western portion of Hyde Park principally comes from
Woolloomooloo, does it not? Tes. j i r j
1643. And in the event of that portion being resumed for railway purposes no verv groat inconvenience 
would be caused to anyone by being obliged to make a detour along College-street into St. James1 road ? 
Ho ; it would not make half a minute difference.
1644. So the resumption of that portion for railway purposes would not, to anv great extent, inconvenience
the public who use that short cut to the city ? Ho. ”

- 164o. Is it not a fact that that particular portion of the Park is, to a certain extent, infested by people
who do not care to work ? 1 have always thought so, especially at night-time.
1646. There must be, of course, some amongst them who would he only too glad to obtain employment, 
buu as a rule, is not Hyde Park overrun—day after day, week after week, and month after month—by 
people lying about there to the detriment of those persons who would like to use the Park for recreation 
purposes ? Tes ; lying about on the benches and elsewhere.
1647. hrom what you yourself have seen yon think it is not a desirable place to send girls and children 
to at the present time ? Ho ; very undesirable.

?°'i far is it.from that portion of Hyde Park to the Domain ? About 200 yards.
1649. oo that even if the public were deprived of that portion of Hyde X’ark they have the Domain right 
alongside ot it, which they could make use of ? Tes. J think that is the principal reason why they would 
no 1061 any inconvenience, because at that particular place there is such an enormous area of park-land 
available—from Elizabeth-street right down to the waters of Port Jackson.
16o0. You may say that it is a continuation of park-land right from Elizabeth-street to the waters of Port 
Jackson? Yes. i/.-i
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1651. And if an area of 10 acres were taken out of it it would liardty be missed ? Hardly at all. S. E.
1652. You tnint that in view of the largely-increased convenience to be conferred on the public by the
extension of the railway to that particular point it would more than counterbalance any little 
inconvenience the peo|de might suffer by being deprived of that portion of the Park ? Certainly. ur'’ ' ''
16o3. Mr. Clarke.] Do you consider that, as a whole, with Moore Park, the Centennial Park, the Domain,
and other parks, the people of Sydney are as well situated in that respect as are the people in any other 
part of the world ? I have not travelled enough to express an opinion on that, but 1 have always thought 
that it would be a valuable thing if they had a piece of park land in tbe western portion of tbe city, which 
is not very well served. ’

Part you mean ? 'Well, we have "VVynyard-square there, but that is about the only piece 
oi available land in the western part of the city until you get to Biackwattle Bay—Wentworth Park.
1655. But in the eastern portion tho people are well oft' for parks ? In the eastern portion of the city 
the park-land extends from Dowling-street, Surry Hills, up to llandwick and Waverley—that is, including 
Moore and the Centennial Parks.

THURSDAY, 25 MARCH, 1897.

.John Lionel Began, Esq., M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
G-eorge Black, Esq., M.P.
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Erank Parnell, Esq., M.P.

iflrencnt:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (Peesiment).

Tho Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Horhiits, C.M.G., M.L.C.
Tho Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henrt Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.

Norman Sclfc, MJ.C.E., M.I.M.E., sworn, and examined:
1656. President.] What are you ? I am an engineer.
1657. At present practising in Sydney ? Yes. °
1658. You are aware of the project before the Commission to extend the railway into tho city for the 
conveyance of passengers and for the conveyance of goods ? Yes.
icca' ^ vlftv0 Sivcn the matter some consideration? A great deal of consideration,
1660. And have a scheme you believe to be a satisfactory solution of the matter we are considering, and 
desire to place it before the Commissionwill you explain it? I have been asked to place it before the 
Commission-I have placed it before the countiy—and ] shall be glad for the Commission to consider it. 
J. think n will be better for me simply to outline my scheme, and then leave you to ask me to come here 
again, tor it took the other Loyal Commission three days to go into it. I may say that the scheme was 
misrepresented then in a way that I am sure it will not be represented before this Commission. I should 
like to say before going into an explanation of the scheme that ] am not an advocate of any bard and fast 
line to a tew feet or chain or two. I am an advocate more of certain definite principles which J laid 
down, and I show m my scheme a solution of the difliculties which they involve. I am prepared to admit 
at once any improvements if they achieve the same results.
1661. You approach the matter simply on general principles—you are willing to accept any amendment in 
regard to details ? . Yes ; with regard to small details.
1662. The plan which you have now placed before the Commission shows your proposed line going down
towards Darling Harbour, and then going northerly ; you have an alternative scheme starting from 
haeleigh station do you desire to consider that at all, or do you consider this is the better one ? I only 
know or one scheme. J
1663. There is an alternative loop-line ? That alternative loop-line, which was referred to by some of Ihe 
Ciovcrnment o&cers, is merely Mr. Deane’s line; it was only drawn on my plan as showing how goods 
could be brought from Darling Harbour to Circular Quay apart from the passenger line.
166H As far as you are concerned we say nothing about that ? Excepting for goods. That is a scheme 
that belongs to two or three other plans. I think you mean the loop that terminates at the Commissariat 
chores, and goes round by Miller s Point. .
Parkes^sclmmeeS4:Cm °f SOll1,heru GeorSc-street station there is a loop? That is part of Sir Henry

aJ>rra herC °n thiB- p,an of Y0111-8 ? T l^t it here as it is for the Commission to consider it, 
Commission 7 WaS a susgcstl011 on Sir Hccry Parfces’ plan that was submitted to tho previous Koval

I0arr^?in “J1®1116 tuT,Ils off 011 the western side of Kedfern station ? At the tunnel.
nf Vii pA m ° i0'? d°iWn i0-tb? firAt Gei’rge-Street statiou ;-'vi11 y°u a rough description of it, first
ot all. My whole scheme is based on five leading points: Eirst, the distribution of the present suburban 
passengers throughout the city Secondly, a provision for the connection of all the eastern suburbs with the 
city extension. Ihirdly, that the extension should go hand in hand with the improvement and not the 
disfigurement of the city, and that, if possible, the improvement of the city should accompany the carrying 
out. of any scheme. lourthly, that the connection of the North Shore line should he an internal part of the 
whole scheme, whether it be carried out now or in tho future. Fifthly, that the cost of any system should 
be estimated on a rational and busnicss-hko basis, and not in the wav in which the cost of mv scheme was 
estimated on previous occasions. '
1669. Will you describe the route, and then we will turn to the various heads ? The route I propose is 

o turn oft at the Kedfern tunnel, follow the Darling Harbour branch down as far as Georoe-street 
widening it and easing the grade, and making a station somewhere opposite Christ Church, on the ground 
where lenniml s store used to be, or m that neighbourhood ; then proceed by means of a viaduct right 
across tine Haymarket valley, on a level over the top of the premises held by Hoskins and Tan<rye - and so 
on over Hay-street, sinking Brickfield Hill about Messrs. Goodlet and Smith’s yard, where the railway 
would enter a tunnel Ihe corner of Goulburn and Kent streets is so much below the corner of Bathurst 
and b-eorge streets that it is possible tor a train to go over the lower corner and he underground at 
fSatfinrst-street—the ground rises so much. My original intention was to utilise the site on which the 
new market buildings aro now erected 
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m that, between Bathurst and Liverpool streets, do you enter your tunnel ? Tes. I intend
M IME’ to make an easy curve, as shown on tho plan. The line goes in amongst what are practically slums in

a ‘ this district—pig-pens, and so on, where the stock is sold—and then it gets out about G-oodlet and Smith’s
2 5 Mar., 1897. ^ar^' ^ ^leu goes ^to a short tunnel under the very widest part of George-street, where ventilators 

1 could he placed in tho middle of the roadway—very long narrow openings—which would ventilate the 
tunnel. That is between Druitt and Bathurst streets. ■
1671. Now you have come to tho station ? Tes. The city council having now built on that site it 
becomes a question whether the basement of those large market buildings could or could not be used for 
a station. That was the site that X selected as being the most central site in Sydney, and at that time 
practically vacant, for when I designed this scheme that was practically a waste site. The whole scheme 
is now subject to revision from the fact of the markets being there. This matter is apart from the object 
of this Commission ; but I hold the opinion, that that basement is totally unsuited for the markets, and it 
would be better to blast out all tho brickwork put in there—hundreds of tons—and utilise it for astatiou. 
That basement is 22 feet deep.
1672. How deep down would you put the running road l The line only needs to have 15 feet clear over 
it, and tho basement is about 4> feet deeper than is necessary for a railway.
1673. ATill that seriously interfere with the buildings nowr up ? That is a question I have never gone
into. It would he no difficulty to put the whole of the upper part on columns, for the underground 
railway in Loudon runs in amongst buildings, at tbe Mansion House and many other places. But that 
opens the question that if that building is not to be used as a station there is nothing to prevent the 
line going at the back of the Town Hall—going a little further west. That would not interfere with my 
scheme, as a whole. 1 merely selected that site because at the time I proposed this scheme it was a 
vacant site awaitinji something to bo done with it; and to my mind it appeared that—it adjoining tlie 
principal civic buildings of the country—there could be nothing more suitable than to put a railway 
station there. ' ”
1674. Tou practically transfer it from George-street to Tork-streot? Tes ; and go at the back of the 
Town Hall. It does not alter my scheme, except in the details.
1675. Tour tunnel still continues about 40 feet deep P No ; only deep enough to get covering. Tork- 
street, from Market-sireet to TTynyard-square. is very level, and I had alternative schemes either to 
go under Tork-street—in “ cut and cover ” as it is called—that is, you open one side and build a wall, and 
then open the other and make an elongated Kedfern tunnel, or you resume property right through from 
Lassetter’s to the Savings Bank which would, of course, involve considerable expense in separating 
properties. That is another question of detail, and not of principle, because tbe tunnel under Tork- 
street, from Market-street to Wynyard-square, could be very •well ventilated,
1676. At the south-western side of "VVynyard-squaro you propose to have another station? As much of 
Wynyard-square as is necessary. That would be a daylight station.
1677. Tou would still be in a tunnel, but would open the station right out? Tes; open tbe station 
right out.
3678. You then proceed by a tunnel to Charlotte-place ? Tes, there would be a very short tunnel beyond 
Wynyard-square to get to Charlotte-place. The line would, at Wj'nyard-square, practically divide 
into three branches—the left-hand side going up by the old “Three Crowns,’’ to go along to the Brinccs- 
street Bridge for connection with tho North Whore line ; the central part going down to 30 acres, which I 
propose should bo resumed on the Bocks, and which is illustrated by plans I have here. Blau No. 3 shows 
30 acres of slums, where you can shake hands across the streets in mauy places. Plan No. 4 shows the same 
site as Baron Hausmann might have treated it if he had ever been in Sydney. Brom the eastern side of 
Prinees-street, taking iu Gloucester, Cumberland, Cambridge, and Harrington streets, up to Argyle-street, 
I propose to resume 30 acres. At the time I drew up this scheme I was told on very good authority— 
some land agent friends—that £30 a foot would be the maximum price for any property there. Then, from 
Hunter-street, where now George-street runs, turning and twisting about, going down to the old Queen’s 
Wharf and Commissariat Stores, I propose to make a new George-street a chain and a half wide, running 
straight and level right through to Dawes Point, not interfering with the old street at all, but going right 
over the site of tho present Ilarrington-street. Then on the block bounded by tbe now George-street 
and Argyle-streqt, and by a new Gloucester-street at the back, and by an extension of the street which has 
just been widened, coming from the Circular Quay near the fire-station, you would have a Circular Quay 
railway station which would be within a biscuit throw of all the harbour steamers. This is a matter I do 
not go into details about, but speaking from a general passenger’s point of view, 1 would say that such 
trains as the Liverpool and Penrith trains might start from a station like that, and that, with the suburban, 
would give you a regular service of trains up and down the western side of tho city, not more than a chain 

■ or two from George-street. The line to the left hand, running along the backbone of the ridge, continues 
until it crosses Argyle-street almost level with the present Prinees-street Bridge. From Princes-street 
the ground runs level to where there is a wall looking into Dr. Mitchell’s garden (now Triuitv Church 
Parsonage), and then the line wTould run on until it got above Dawes Battery high enough to go to the 
North Shore. Whether carried out now as part of tho scheme, or five or ten years hence, my scheme 
provides for that North Shore extension as an integral part of it, and does not delegate it to someone in 
the future to spend two or three million pounds to get to North Shore because we had a city railway 
which did not take such connection into account. (The reason why I worked this part of the scheme 
out was because the Chief Commissioner for Bail ways, in giving evidence before the other Koyal 
Commission, said that if the railway had to go to North Shore wo would have to have another western 
line, and 1 thought it would he better to have one cily scheme instead of two.) Then going around 
the back of St. Patrick’s Church the line crosses over Essex-street by a bridge and goes across Circular 
Quay ou a viaduct, there being a station at about the present site of the Water Police Court, from which 
point the scheme becomes common with Government schemes, going round into Paddington, Waverley, 
and AV oollalira, and talcing a route on which there does not seem to be any difference of opinion—tbe 
eastern suburbs scheme. The central point of my scheme is this ; that having got to Wynyard-square— 
whether the line so far follows my direct route or goes a little more to the west—1, have from that square 
three connections—one being to the North Shore, another to the terminal station, where 30 acres could be 
resumed cheaply, and to which point the railway would bring all the suburban passengers who might want 
to go down to tho harbour steamers, and the third to the eastern suburbs. All the harbour steamers from 
Manly, Hunter’s Hill, and Parramatta arc making the Circular Quay a focus, and my opinion is that any 
railway scheme that does not give you a station in close proximity to Circular Quay would not meet the 
requirements of a large bulk of the passengers. 1679.
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1679. Mr. O’Ocmnor.] I suppose you know that at the Circular Quay there is a large parcel of land which ^ Selfe, 
now belongs to the Government ? I am aware of that. My own opinion, given for what it is worth, is
that you could buy land for £30 a foot and sell it for £300 a foot, although not, perhaps, to-day. But 
before tho previous Royal Commission they debited me with £1,500,000 for the resumption of land, and 25 Mar 1837. 
so many thousands of pounds for levelling it, and yet gave me no credit for a resale of 20 acres with tho ’ 
new George-street frontage,
1680. 'W’e have now ascertained the general principles of your scheme? Tes, except this: that in 
connection with that scheme—more as a negative value than as a positive one—there is this which, I think, 
cannot be too forcibly brought before yon: I am now exhibiting to you a bird’s-eye view, showing the 
present railway buildings at Redfern, the Barling Harbour line, the place where the new bank is at the 
corner, tbe Cyclorama, the Benevolent Asylum, Belmore Gardens, and so on. Approximately, there are 
50 acres there. Now, if a line is run across there, and there is a series of brick'arches to carry it, there 
will be 50 acres of the centre of tbe city converted into slums in one act; because, what can you do with 
it if you take this site and build arches all over it for the railway. You can only back carts through those 
arches—you cannot lay out streets. I say that there is a future value in that land which ivould pay for 
the whole city railway. This is the way it could be done: Our city is most peculiarly siluatcd, because 
from Livcrpool-street, at this end of the town, to Cleveland-street, Redfern. there is only one cross 
thoroughfare by which you can get from the east to the west—that is Dovonshire-street. Under many 
schemes that have been brought forward Devonshire-street is to be practically shut up, because it is going 
to be made in io a gutter ; bntl say, instead of making it into a gutter, make it into a magnificent thorough
fare 120 feet wide, build a grand station facing this grand thoroughfare, carry a 120-ft. avenue right 
through the site of the present burial-grounds, and make a square there—call it Trafalgar-square or 
Maddisomsquare, according to which city you take the name from—and then you have 10,000 feet of 
frontage either for Government buildings or for sale; and surely tho taking away of 10,000 feet of 
frontage, with all these squares and wide streets, is a point Ihar should be considered when it is proposed 
to have a lot of brick viaducts for the railway. Do not carry tbe railway there, when the great cost will 
bo the loss to the city of that magnificent silo.
1681. Mr. Wright^\ It is not proposed to carry the railway over brink arches? The plans show brick 
arches. Belmore Gardens is 30 feet below* the high part of the Burial-ground, and under my scheme if 
10 feet were taken olf the top of the Burial-ground and put in Belmore Gardens you would have a most 
magnificent site of 30, 40, or 50 acres, which could be tastefully laid out, and on which you could erect 
public libraries or museums, or anything else.
1682. President^] The reason why you are making this explanation and showing the present state of 
things adjacent to Belmore-road is to show why you desire the railway to keep west and not to go into 
that portion of the cily ? That is it. I desire to show that whether Hyde Park is taken or the site of tbe 
present burial-grounds, a fair estimate should be made of the value of ibc ground, not only its present 
but its prospective value, because 1 say that we should be able to make what the city lias not got now-—a 
grand centre. It is a fact that we have not got wbai you may call a centre of the city. Now there is a 
possibility of making a grand central square, which you might call Trafalgar-square, and around which 
grand public buildings could bo put, and you would have a largo avenue from the station, and in the 
course of a very little time that property would sell at very high prices. However, that is only a detail; 
but my contention is, that judging by the experience of London, Paris, New York, and Berlin, four typical 
cities, this site is nearer tbe centre of the city for long-distance travellers than are the main termini m 
those cities, and it is only the suburban passengers we want to bring round the city.
1683. Let us now turn to your scheme itself: Your scheme proposes to leave the Redfern yards on tho 
western side, and your first station lies about opposite Christ Church. How many lines do you propose 
to bring into the city ? Pour lines.
1684. Have you any idea what the cost of that first portion would be? Only the Commissioners’ 
estimate.
1685. You have made no estimate yourself ? No.
1686. Are yoq prepared to accept the Commissioners’ estimate for that portion as correct? Yes.
1687. What was the Commissioners’ estimate for that portion ? On page 115 of the Report of the 
previous Royal Commission, the Commissioners laid out the Hyde Park scheme, but they left out any 
provision to compensate for taking St. James’ Church, the Supreme Court, and the Registrar-General’s 
Office. Por the land that they then required at Hyde Park, Belmore Gardens, and the burial-ground, 1 
put down £500,000. I also put down £250,000 for tho new sites, and the rebuilding of St, James’
Church, the Supreme Court, and the Registrar-Generals Office, aud 1 brought the net cost out at 
£1,600.000. That came to £17,000 a chain. On my own scheme Mr. Poxlee’s estimate, made on behalf 
of the Railway Commissioners, was £2,600,000, but ho put nothing down for 1ho resale of this new site.
Ifrom information which I have obtained from experts, I put down the value of New George-street at 
£500,000, and New Gloucester-street at £150,000, and the capitalised value of the sites under the 
Haymarket viaduct at £50,000, making total credits to the western scheme amounting to £700,000, 
which were omitted altogether. That brought out the net cost at approximately £1,900,000, or £14,000 
a chain as against £17.000 a chain for the Hyde Park scheme.
3688. You agree with Mr. Poxlee’s estimate of £2,667.770, but you think yon should have a credit of 
£700,000 ? Yes. They naturally made my scheme cost as much as they could.
1689. But you have no estimates which you think would be likely to be more reliable ? No ; I am not 
in a position to impugn the correctness of their estimate.
3690, Wbat area do you propose to take at George-street station, opposite Christ Church—tho first 
stopping place? It would only be a passenger station. I should take whatever is necessary. A platform,
I think, would be about 600 feet long.
1691. But you would want more than one platform if you had four lines ? Yes ; but I do not suppose 
that fast trains would stop there.
1692. You cannot work four lines with only one platform about 600 feet long? Tf the Railway 
Commissioners want 1,000 feettbey would have to have it. 1. would not presume to give any opinion on that.
1693. In your opinion is 600 feet long, and as wide as necessary, sufficient for an ordinary passenger 
platform ? Yes,
1694. What area that would be you are not prepared exactly to say? No.

1695.
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m'/ce’ Then coming to the next station, contiguous to the Town Hall, in regard to the area, and the cost
m'lM.k! J011 are E0^ prepared to express an opinion? That is all included in the £2,000,000.

1696. But the position is altered now to some extent, because you were hoping to get a pretty well vacant 
25Mar., 1S97. p!ace—the property of the city council—which now you would have to resume? I reckoned that site 
' would cost pretty well £250,000. We have a good criterion for that value. The corporation gave the

Government£120,000 for the market site, and I take that as being something definite from which wo 
could estimate values in that locality.
1607, Then your passing central station, adjacent to the present new market buildings, in your opinion, 
would cost £250,000 ? I think pretty well'that. I do not think it would actually cost that now, because 
things are much lower iu price than they were at the time I made my estimate.
1698. At Wynyard-square you propose to take such portion of the reserve as may he necessary? Yes.
1699. You do not exactly define the area? Dso.
1700. Then passing Charlotte-place you come out into the open, and pass into the Hocks as you mentioned ? 
Yes.
1701. What area do you propose to do your shunting upon in the Bocks ^ I propose to take 10 acres, 
hut under my scheme there will be no shunting wanted there. I propose to have what are called traversers. 
When an engine runs to the end of a line, instead of as it does now at Bed fern, stopping for a train at 
the entrance of tho station in order that, the engine may rim down and take up another line, if traversers 
are used, the same as in Eveleigh yard, tho engine can be pushed out and put on a middle line. There 
would be three lines between two pi al,forms, instead of two.
1702. That would necessitate a third line, and therefore your four lines down there would become six? 
Yes ; I would have six lines on that station.
1703. In your opinion will six lines deal with all the suburban traffic that should go down to your terminal 
station at Circular Quay at present? They will until tho population is four times what it is at present.
1704. You believe they will ;—you haie made the necessary calculation? Yes they will, because you will 
have the other statious for the passengers to get out at. You will have passing stations all down the side 
of George-street and the railway would go across the Circular Quay. It would only be some trains that 
would run into that station. Of course the railway management would not run more trains into that 
station than they could deal with there, because thev would have a line on each side of it.*
1705. Did you not inform the Commission lhat the North Shore line was a matter to he kept well in view, 
hut it might not necessarily be constructed at present ? Yes.
1706. That being so you could not utilise that for traffic at all ? No ; not until it was built.
1707. Bor the time being, for a city railway, without taking into consideration tho North Shore extension 
and the eastern suburbs extension, this terminal station would require to do your reversing work ? All the 
reversing work that was required there ; but that would be limited in quantity, because you would have 
the line to Circular Quay and the station on the Water Police Court site as well as this, and there would 
be no shunting at the Water Police Court site, because it would be a wayside station there.
1708. You reverse there and go hack ? No. I go right to Paddington and go in a circle. '
1709. But, except so far as the future is concerned, we have not at present under consideration the 
eastern suburbs or the North Shore extensions, excepting that they must be kept in view if any railway 
works ucre carried out and must fit in with them and not be antagonistic to them ;—therefore, if your 
city scheme embraces one station at tbe Hocks and another down near Circular Quay, until the eastern 
suburbs extension or the North Shore extension is built, all tho shunting or reversing must take place at 
those two stations for the time being ? Just so.
1710. Therefore you would have to keep some of your traffic from Circular Quay : in other words, at 
Charlotte-place, and whatever trains are required to go to Circular Quay until the eastern suburbs 
extension was made would require to shunt there,or reverse there,aud go back ? As the Mansion House 
station on the underground railway in London sufficed for years for all the .shunting of the enormous 
traffic of that railway before the circle was completed, and considering that Sydney is only a very small 
fraction of the population of London, 1 see no difficulty in dealing with the traffic at this station in the 
meantime as was done at the Mansion House station, I wras in London and travelled on that line the 
very day the extension was opened. I travelled dozens of times whilst the enormous traffic of twenty 
different lines was running into the Mansion House station, and the shunting was properly regulated. 
What could be done there could be done here, and tbe Pocks station would suffice with proper management 
if it were necessary to make jt suffice.
1711. Mr. liosldns.'] They have a reversing line at the Mansion House station, have they not? Tf 
provision is made by having six lines instead of four an engine could be at the other end of the train 
ready to go out before tbe passengers were all out of tho frain.
1712. Presidenti] Howr long is your tunnel—about a mile? It is about 40 chains from entering at 
Goodlet and Smith’s down to Hssex-street, from which twu stations have to be taken out. It is about half 
a mile from the time it enters the tunnel to the time it finally leaves it; but during that, it is in daylight 
all in front of the Town Hall; it has. a station at the Markets site or behind it, and if it ran between 
George-street and York-street it would be in daylight the whole way, there not being any tunnel at all 
except of course under Market and Barrack streets.
1713. It would be an open cutting between the buildings ? Yes; just walled in. In tbe report of the 
previous Hoyal Commission I see there is a section, the scale being 10 chains to the inch, and according 
to that the distance from the entrance to the tunnel to Essex-street is 75 chains.
1714. It is nearly a mile is it not? Yes ; it is nearly a mile. I took the other scale just now.
1715. The distance, therefore, is nearly a mile, out of which will come the stations where you propose to 
have them open, and you can, you think, have an open cutting? It can all he open. The question 
whether it is open or a tunnel is a mere matter of expediency and cost; it is no part of my plans.
1716. Mr. Hoskins.'] What, is tho length of tunnel altogether under your proposed scheme? There is a 
little under half a mile of tunnel altogether, but from the time you enter the first tunnel to where you 
leave the last the distance is 75 chains—that is, approximately, a mile.

^ ' 1717.

* Norn (tm rcrisioit) :—T ito not rtesiie to any opinions on railway management, but base my opinion as to the 
adequacy of this station on ihe fact that the Chief Commissioner, Ur. Jiddy, approved of a Circular Quay station (.vce 
Report of Royal Commission) with ouly two lines instead of six, and H acre area instead of 10, and stated in answer to 
Question 22 (3 -July, JSfll) that such a scheme was equal to forty trains an hour each way,
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1717. President.'] Tn your opinion would there be any difliculty in ventilating tunnels? I do not think
there would, but I think it very desirable not to have tunnels, MLME
1718. Tou would avoid them if you could ? Yes.
1719. lour first point was distribution, Tou maintain that your line distributes the passenger traffic 351897, 
better than any other proposal ? I do not say that. There is a number of other schemes, such as Mr.
John Young's and Mr. Mountain’s and that run on the western side of the city,
1720-1. Youbelieve that it would satisfaetorilydistribute the passengers coming in from the suburbs? Tes, 
where they would require to go.
1722. And that is made clear from its contiguity to the Circular Quay and the main business parts of the 
city? Tes. '
1723. lour second point is that you could readily connect the eastern suburbs with it? Tes.
1724. Tou arc borne out in that by a contemplation of tbe Government schemes? Tes. What is called
Sir Henry Parkes’ scheme was afterwards adopted in the Works Department. I take no credit for 
suggesting a scheme connecting Paddington, Waverley, and Woollahra. 1 may say that my original 
circular railway returned up through Woolloomooloo, and through Bourke-strect, Surry Hills. That was 
the railway I proposed twelve or fourteen years ago. "
1725. 1 our third point is that such a line as that, with the utilisation of tho property near Belmore Park, 
will make the city more beautiful rather than less beautiful ? Jt will improve the city rather than disfigure 
it, and at less actual cost.
1720. Your fourth point is that from or adjacent to Wynyard-square or Charlotte-place the best
approach to a bridge to North Shore could be commenced;—it fits in with that? Tes ; it fits in with 
that, because I would not make any portion of this city railway of steeper grade than 1 in 50. I under
stand that proposals have been made for inclines of 1 in 30, hut as the Railway Commissioners have 
spent money all over the country in reducing the grades it would he a retrograde step to contemplate 
any portion of this railway, or the North Shore railway, being steeper than any other grades in the 
country. ^
1727. Tour last point is that you believe that the result obtained will be commensurate with the
amount of money spent ? If the estimate is made out on a businesslike basis it will he found that this 
scheme will not cost any more for extra accommodation than the Hyde Park scheme costs for limited 
accommodation. <
1728. With regard to your resales, they arc all made perfectly clear by the plans you have put before
the Commission ? Tes. " “

FRIDAY, 26 MARGE, 1897.

tdrfsrni:— •
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq, M.P. (President).

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphehy, M.L.C. Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.. M.P.
The Hon. James .Hoskins, M.L.C. John Lionel Feoan, Esq, M.P.
The Hon. Charles James Hoherts, C.M.G, M.L.C. Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq, M.P.
Henry Clarke, Esq, M.P. Francis Augustus Wright, Esq, M.P.

Frank Farnell, Esq, M P.
Edward Maxtcd, Manager of the Sydney Benevolent Asylum, sworn, and examined:—

1729. President.] What arc you ? Manager of the Sydney Benevolent Asylum. E. Masted.
1/30. Ihe building at present situated immediately to the north of Devonshire-street is under your control?
Tes. ‘ 26 Mar, 1807.
1731. ATill you explain to the Commission the operations of that institution? Tes. The objects of the 
Benevolent Asylum are :—

The object of its original foundation, namely, to relieve tlie poor, the distressed, and the aged, by affording them 
assistance in the form of provisions, &e, and small sums of money to assist in payment of rent, <tc.

2. As a receiving asylum for homeless and deserted children and foundlings, and for children awaiting removal to 
other asylums.

3. As a 1 cceiving hospital for sickly mothers with infants, who cannot be received in the infirmary or other hospitals,
or who may- be suffering from the diseases of women. .

4. As a lying-in hospital.
■5. As a training institution for midwives and nurses.
6. As a school for practical instruction in midwifery, in affiliation with tlie University of Sydney.
7. Department for treatment of midwifery cases of poor women in their own homes. '

So there are seven divisions of work in connection with tho Benevolent Society.
1732. Before entering into the question of the use of the institution will you tell the Commission your 
revenue, and how you derive it? The revenue of the Benevolent Society is obtained from general 
subscriptions by the public, from midwifery fees, from Government subsidies, legacies, and from interest 
on invested moneys. Those are the principal items of revenue.
1733. And the amount ? Last year the revenue amounted to £19,000.
1734. How much of that was contributed by the Government, and how much was received from the 
public? £14,000 ivas contributed by the Government, mid the balance was made up in the way 1 have 
meutionod ; but 1 may state that last year was a special year. The Society undertook the relief of the 
unemployed, and the Government paid u holly for that work, so that there was, I may say, a special revenue 
of something like £4,000 that we would not get under ordinary circumstances. *
1735. Well, give ns an idea of what you'regard as a fair average amount. As it appears at present, the 
contribution is about £3 by the Government to £1 received from private sources ? Yes. £4.000 received • 
last year as a special subsidy from the Government cannot, of course, be regarded as ordinary revenue, and 
therefore the £19,000 received last year is not a fair index of the general revenue of the Society, which is 
approximately £lo,000. or, in other words, roughly £3 contributed by tlie Government to every received 
from private sources.
1736. With regard to all your objects excepting the first one—the relief of the poor—is it necessary 
that you should have so central a position; the distribution of alms might perhaps require a central

situation
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situation such as you have, but excepting that particular wort these seven appear to bo purposes that 
26Marl8^7 C0UH ')e discharged just as well a couple of miles away ? No, X think not. For instance, tako the lying-in 

r‘J • hospital. Large numbers of women are brought to the doors of tho asylum in labour. They are confined 
probably within half an hour, or a few hours, of admission.
1737. How many women are confined there in the course of a year? Approximately, I should think, in 
that way about one hundred and twenty.
1738. How long does a woman generally remain there ? She comes in destitute, and after confinement 
we endeavour to get a place of service for her as soon as possible.
173D. How long would she remain there? It depends on circumstances; sometimes a month, sometimes 
six. If you take an average I suppose the time would be six or eight weeks.
1740. She would be able to be removed in a month ? After fourteen days in the ordinary course.
1741. To'u say that there would be perhaps one hundred and twenty women who would come there in actual 
labour; and therefore to take them a greater distance would be an important matter, and, dividing the 
twelve months equally, you would have about six beds occupied at the same time by women of that class ? 
I think about twenty beds.
1742. It is possible at the end of a month to remove them to anywhere else, where they could wait as 
well? In the ordinary course it is possible to remove them after a fortnight; a month would be the full limit,
1743. Now, with regard to the third object ? That is “as a receiving hospital for sickly mothers with 
infants.” It is not necessary, absolutely, to have a central position for that.
1744. Tou would not require to be central in connection with object No. 2 ? Tou would want a central
position for foundlings. .
1745. To which they could be taken ? Tes.
1740. They do not require to live at a central institution ? No ; it is better they should not live there, 
on account of health. They want more fresh air. 1 have in my spare time, during a long period, com
piled a history of the institution, dating from 1813, when it was under another name. In 1818 it was 
founded by Governor Macquarie as an asylum for tho poor, blind, aged, and infirm, and the present 
building was erected in 1820, and I have written a complete history of its operations to within a few 
years back. I have it m a printed form, and will forward a copy to you.
It47. In regard to objects 1 and 4 there is some reason for having a central position ? Good reason for 
having a central position.
1748. But with regard to the other objects a central position is not absolutely essential? Quite so.
1/48. And in regard to object No. 4 only a limited number of the cases that would come under that head 
would make a central position absolutely essential ? Those are the labour cases ; but after a time they 
might he removed to where there are healthier surroundings. ■
1750. The matter resolves itself into this : The purposes of the Benevolent Asylum could be met by having 
a central position where alms could bo distributed and a limited number of labour cases—say, a dozen— 
could be dealt with at the same time, and the residue of the work that is carried on in the present 
institu!ion could be done at some place not quite so central? That would be possible. But it is the 
opiniou of the Board of Directors that it is not desirable to do that. The opinion of the Board is that the 
site ot: Ultimo House, at Ultimo, which is centrally situated and retired, on a hill, would meet all the 
combined purposes of the Benevolent Society. There would be opportunities of proper classification by 
shutting off the different departments by means of high walls and so forth, and if that property were 
resumed the Board of Directors consider it would meet all the purposes of the institution, provided that 
the Government were to supply the necessary funds by resfiming the present site and were to grant 
compensation under the land for Public Purposes Resumption Act.
1751. It lias been stated in a letter received by Mr. Brunker from your President that your Society 
requires £73,333 ? That was merely an average estimate.
1752. And as much more as you could get ? Tes. It has been variously estimated at something like

• £97,000, £05,000, and £57,000.
1753. Tou have no title-deeds, I believe? A title was prepared in the year 1849. It was in the Colonial 
Architect’s Department, and it was seen by a former manager of the institution, who has sworn an 
affidavit that he has seen it, but wo havo not been able to trace it since. It was prepared, but not signed.
1754. Tou believe then it was the intention of the Government to issue it, but it has never been issued;— 
that is your position ? Quite so.
1755. And you are in possession ? Tes, since 1820.
1756. Havo not the same Board of Directors under their control a large building at Randwick where 
700 people could be homed ? No ; some land was granted conditionally that the Society should erect a 
building and remove some of its inmates there. It was dedicated to the institution for that qiarticular 
purpose, and it is a grant the deeds of which we applied for fourteen years ago, but a reply was sent to 
the institution to the effect that the original conditions had not been fulfilled, and that the land had been 
leased or loaned to the Randwick Asylum for grazing purposes.
1757. Still, your ownership of your institution is simply an incidental ownership—the State owns it 
after all. In fact I may say that both institutions are State properties to all intents and purposes, but 
are vested in your Board for management? The Board of Directors dispute that; they claim absolute 
ownership of the Benevolent Asylum site.

■ 1758. Well, they are really the possessions of the people of the Colony for general purposes? Tes ;
the purposes of the Benevolent Society and the Government are practically one so far as the interests of 
the poor are concerned.
17off Therefore we have two institutions, one working at Devonshire-street—which you have already 
described—and another lying almost empty a few miles away at Randwick ? There are no buildings at 
Randwick.
1760. There is a large industrial school? That is tho Randwick Asylum—a private Society altogether. 

■There are 49 acres of land at Randwick that havo not heen built upon at all.
1761. I was not speaking oi those 49 acres, but of the building that has been erected at Randwick for 
the children ? That has nothing whatever to do with the Benevolent Society.
1762. Would it serve your purposes ? To some extent.
1763. All these purposes, except 1 and 4 ? Not so well as the property at Ultimo ; in fact 1 think it 
would he inconvenient, on the whole.

1764.
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1704. Docs it not strike you, that if the community has a large building that must have cost many Masted,
thousands of pounds, and was probably built by the State, it will be a wise thing to use that building ?
I thiuk at would be aviso to use it foi* purposes for which it would be suited; bub it would not al>'J ‘
be suited for all our purposes. The work would be split up. whereas now it is concentrated. If the 
various departments of the Society were separated that would be objectionable.
1765. Supposing that you had a place at your present position in which there were twelve beds, and also 
bad accommodation there where alms could be distributed, and then some suitable accommodation 
elsewhere to deal with tbe other cases which you havo enumerated under the several heads, conld not your 
institution go on well enough ;—I presume you wrould say, “ Yes, if it is at Ultimo” ? I do not think it 
is wise to split up the departments of the institution. I think we could have proper supervision at Ultimo.
1766. But apparently the Stato avould have to provide £73,000 to give you that accommodation, whereas 
all the accommodation you require for the distribution of alms and certain other purposes could be 
aftbrded on 200 feet or 300 feet of land at tbe present site, at a cost of £3,000 or £4,000;—if it were 
possible to give you proper accommodation elsewhere for those cases that need not bo dealt with on a 
central site you could surely carry on your business? Not so well, I fancy.
1767. Will you tell us why ? Because we would have separation of the various departments of the insti
tution, and would require more supervision, and would not have tho work so well in hand. We would 
have to go to one district for one class of work, and to another district for another.
1768. Mr. Lee?\ Suroly in the present building the accommodation is very limited ? Yes; it is very 
limited, and very had altogether. That is why we want other premises,
1766. President^ You believe the present building is unsuitable ? Yes, quite.
1770. It is about seventy years old? Seventy-seven. In case a single woman comes in for her first con
finement we have to place her perhaps with a woman who has been in four or five times. That is 
objectionable on moral grounds. Besides, the children whom we shelter there, waiting to pass through, 
are constantly in view of pregnant women. That is also objectionable,
1771. This all proves a change is necessary ? Certainly.
1772. Mr. Lee.'] Surely under modern conditions those are cases that should be treated in a more private 
place than in the centre of a great city ? It would ho more private at Ultimo.
1773. I should like you to look at the question from this point of view : If the present insufficient 
premises should be required for railway purposes, and you have to move, what will you do then ? \\rc 
have already asked the Government to take the place and give us compensation and enable us to put up 
another building at Ultimo.
1774. That narrows it down to what the President says—that all your business could be just as well
done there ? Much better. '
1775. Mr. Wright.] When you speak of Ultimo, I suppose you mean tlie old Ultimo Ilouse ? Yes.
1776. President.] ifour Board contemplates removing to Ultimo ? If wc can get the G-overnment to do 
what the Board require.
1777. Mr. Lee.] Is this exactly the position : The directors are quite willing to give up the present site; 
all they wish to be sure of is that the Government will either provide them with another and a more 
suitable site of equal value, or will allow them compensation for this site, and then they would purchase 
another for themselves ? That is precisely the position the directors take up.
1778. Mr. Olarke.] Arc you aware what title the llandwick Asylum holds ? No ; I do not know what
their position is, '
1770. Is it not the same as that of tho Benevolent Society ? I have no idea.
1780. The llandwick Asylum is a semi-Govcrnmcnt institution? At the present time they do not get 
any Government subsidy, but I do not know wbat their position is.

• Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor. Department of Bands, further examined :—
1781. President.] You wish to make a slatement in regard to Mr. Selfe’s evidence, which has heen g jj 
brought under your notice ? Yes. In my previous evidence it will bo remembered that in my opinion Pordrian. 
tho cost for land resumption for any line passing through tlie city from Kedfern to Circular Quay, where ,—
the land is privately owned and occupied, would not be less than £1,750,000. 1 have explained that such 26 liar., 1897.
a valuation was, at best, an approximation. I have looked carefully into Mr. Selfc’s scheme, and, tailing
that as the route, I see no reason to alter my opinion, and believe to provide room for even four lines of
rail and tbo necessary station accommodation (with respect to which Mr. Sclfc gives no definite opiniou
regarding area or exact location, one of his sites being now occupied by the new markets, which would
necessitate resumption, I presume, towards York-street) would certainly bring it up to these figures
for an open cutting. The Commission will of course understand that figures of this kind are only given
as an approximation of what it would cost to resume. In any resumption cases the total amount which
the Government will have to pay is never known till their conclusion, and interests which appeared to be
of little moment prior to resumption frequently become expensive ones before the case is settled. In
verification of my valuation I would direct the Commission’s attention to evidence given by Mr, Foxlce,
based upon figures furnished apparently by the Government Valuator, which are almost in accordance
with mine. Of this valuation I was not aware until asked by the Secretary to inquire mto the mailer.
The question of the resumption and resale of the locality known as “ The Docks ” may I’educe the figures 
somewhat, but my experience with regard to the resumption and resale by the Crown is that it is not 
usually attended with profit,
1782. Mr. Ace.] Do you think that £30 per foot for tlie 30 acres proposed to be resumed at the Docks 
would cover the cost of resumption ? A very large portion of that property is used for residential " 
purposes, and I do not thiuk that on the average perhaps it would cost more than that, provided you did
not take the George-street frontage.
1783. But have you figured out what taking those 30 acres means ? No; I havo not gone into the matter.
I know the locality well, and that the tenements are of a very poor character.
1784. But 30 acres of tho city anywhere must include an enormous number of buildings ? Yes ; but I 
think that is one of the inferior portions of tlie city.
1785. That is very true, but 30 acres is a very large area to resume in the citv ? Yes, it is indeed.

* 1786.
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Pardriim. 1A11^ ^ P^sunie that it wouMbo almost impossible at the present moment to fix a price per foot by
^Jr-011 1011 30 acres of land in that locality ? I do not think it would be very difficult.

■'SG Mar., 1897. 1,voul<i first of all have to make frontages to the various properties and treat them all as
frontages irrespective of their depth ? Yes.
178S. And I presume that the depths are not uniform ? Yo.
1789. Therefore you would have an enormous area to deal with ? Yes,
1790. Do you think that £30 per foot would cover the coat of resuming property in that part of the city ? 
1 really do not think it is worth very much more. That is of course for the land only.
1791. Thirty acres of land in that part of the city includes the rocks or slums, but it also includes a
number of very valuable buildings. It is an enormous area in the city, and it is one mass of streets, and 
i ^ J'011 wouffi be astounded when you came to measure up the frontages? There is a great
deal of frontages. That is the oldest portion of the city, and in those days they divided tho land, as they 
did in London, into very small allotments.
1792. If you were to figure out the frontages included in those 30 acres, and take it at £30 per foot, 
wbat do you think the grand total would be ? I should like to measure it first.

vafi,e °fi tfic land on the basis given by Mr. Selfe, what is your opinion as to the value 
ot the buildings on those 30 acres ? I have not looked at them carefully, but the majority of them are 
certainly not first-class buildings.
1791. President.'] Have you any further information to give us now ? The question asked by Mr, Logan 
relative to tramway and rolling-stock affected by the extension of the railway into the city will be 
answered by Mr. McLachlan on behalf of the Eailway Commissioners. I think that the only portion of 
the tramway that would he rendered unnecessary would be the curve from the station to the present mam tramline.
179o. And the railway would relieve the Elizabeth-street traffic a little ? It would relieve the Elizabeth- 
street traffic a good deal, and that is very necessary.
1796. Have you any thing else ? Yes; a statement Mr. Lee asked for—a statement of the value and 
present occupation of that block of tbe city of Sydney bounded by King, Elizabeth, Market, and 
Castlereagh streets : The area of this block is about 1 acre 3 roods 12 perches. The High School property, 
together with that portion of the block extending thence to Market-street, comprising an area of 1 acre 
1 rood, belongs to the Crown; it was resumed in November, 1880, at a cost of £88,940. The High 
School, said to be at least forty years old, is a two-storied brick building about 100 feet long, by 47 feet 
wide, with iron roof, and was formerly known as St. James’ School. The grounds have frontages of about 177 
feet to both Elizabeth and Castlereagh streets, with a through depth of 155 feet. After the resumption 
some buildings were demolished and a galvanised-iron school-room erected, occupying about 120
feet of the Castlcreagh-street frontage, adjoining the Higli School ground on the south. The shops upon 
the remainder of the 1 acre 1 rood remain much as they were when resumed; they front Elizabeth. Market, 
and Castlereagh streets. The gross rental now received by the G-overnment for them is £25 5s. per week.
I have already given evidence before the Commission relative to the value of the remainder of the block 
under description—2 roods 12 perches—lying between the High School and King-street, showing that tho 
resumption of the same would probably cost £100,000. At tbe time of the resumption tho High School 
building was valued at £5,500. I have here a valuation of that building by Mr. Vernon, the Govern
ment Architect, which is as follows :—•
Ju with tlie iiisti'iictiong of the President, I have the honor to report I have made an approximate valuation of
the High School and the iron building adjoining it in Elizabeth and Castlereagh streets.

1 value the buildings as at present as follows:—
The brick buildings, including walls, closets, sheds, pavings, &c...........................................  £5,800
The iron buildings, fences, pavings, closets, &c................................................ ........................ 2,100

£7,400
Tbe brick building is old and inconvenient, and the wood repuires repairs. The closets and fencing are old and 

very much out of date.
To provide similar accommodation in new buildings would cost about £12,000 or £13,000.

Ihejvnlue of Castlereagh and Elizabeth streets property in that locality is about £70 or £80 a foot.
1797. It would come to about £90,000 an acre? Yes. .
1/98. If you take that as a fair index of the value of city land, aud if 20 acres arc required for a running 
road down to the {Juaj, you have to reckon £1,800,000 for your running road, if you have an open cutting— 
that is, without taking severance into consideration ? Yes.
1799. That pretty well agrees with what you have previously said? Yes, I think it agrees pretty well 
■with it. Disruption of business is also an important item.
1800. Have you any other information ? The number of passengers by the railway tram has already 
been stated before the Commission by Mr. McLachlan. It is 3,000,000 per annum. I understand that 
the North Shore tram traffic is as follows;—Cable, 2,083,496; electric, 388,686.
1801. But those two trams are virtually tlie same service ? Some passengers would no doubt go on both trams.
1802. Mr, TFumplt.ery.] The electric tramway is an extension of the cable? Yes, from Bridge-street, 
North Shore, to Mossman's Bay,
1803. Mr. Wright,] The cable tram carries practically the whole of those passengers? There are many 
who travel on the electric tram who do not go down to Milson’s Point.
1804. President.] Anything else ? You asked for the number of passengers in and out of Milson’s Point
Bailway Station. Mr. McLachlan says lie will supply that information. ' ’

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, 30 MARCH, 1897.
JJrtsmt:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).
The Hon. Ereberick' Thomas Humi'hery, M.L.C. Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
The Hon, James Hoskins, M.L.C. John Lionel Pegan, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G-., M.L.C. Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C. j George Black, Esq., M.P.
Henry Clarke. Esq., M.P. j Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.
George Pile sworn, and examined:—

ISOo. Dresidcnt.'] Tou have been in business in Sydney for a considerable number of years ? Tes.
180G. Do you desire to make a statement in regard to the subject under the consideration of the 
Commission ? Since I first moved in this matter—and that is fully twenty years ago, possibly more— a^,, ° ‘
what I might term the axis of employment, that is, the centre of employment for the majority of the 
people who uso the railway to come from their homes in the suburbs to their places of business in town, 
has been considerably changed. When I first interested myself in the first City Railway Extension 
Iieague I considered that Pitt-street was the centre of employment; that almost as many suburban 
residents were employed at places on the eastern side of Pitt-street as -were employed on the western 
side; and I had a plan prepared showing a suggested route for an extension of the railway under 
Castlereagh-street. Since that time, however, the axis of employment has shifted greatly to the west, 
and. from Market or from Druitt street on to Bridge-street, or even further, more people havo 
their offices and places of business to the west of George-street than to tbe east of it. ■ 3 should say 
that the centre of employment is not in any case to the cast of Tork-street, and if you want the city rail
way to give the greatest convenience to suburban residents, for whoso benefit chiefly it would bo made, I 
think you would serve most people by taking it somewhere along the line of Tork-street. All tho large 
drapery warehouses in the town are in Tork and Clarence streets. That part of the town I might call 
the St, Paul’s churchyard of Sydney. All the produce trade of Sydney, which is enormous, is done in 
Sussex-street, and most of the shipping, or at any rate sufficient shipping to give employment to a very 
large number of men and clerks, comes to Darling Harbour; while a very large number of people are 
employed at Pyrmont, which is a rapidly-growing manufacturing centre. On the other side of Tork-street 
wc have George-street, whore the shops do chiefly a retail business ; Pitt-street, where there are a number 
of offices ; Elizabeth-street, in which a good number of solicitors have their offices; and Phillip-street, 
where there are a number of Government offices. In these places there are not so many people employed 
as in the places of business west of George-street.
1807. By what route would you extend the line? In giving evidence on this subject before a former 
commission, I suggested that the railway should commence at Dawes Point, to the west of Harringtor- 
street, and that it should go underneath Tork and George streets. Unless you took the line very largely 
underground the cost would be so enormous that it would be idle to ask Parliament to sanction the work.
If the Government are not prepared to meet the expense of constructing this line, they had better be 
content to bring tbe railway as far as Belmore, and there connect it with a good tramway system.
1808. Do you regard a connection with the waters of the harbour as of any value? ATe have that
connection now at Darling Island. ’
1809. Do you believe that that western connection will ho sufficient? I am inclined to think that the
cost of taking the railway to Dawes Polut, which would enable a connection to bo made with Circular 
Quay, would be so great that the suburban residents might be as well served by a complete aud efficient 
system of tramways. .
1810. But you would advocate tho extension of the railway to Dawes Point if the scheme could he carried 
out for a reasonable sum ? Tes.
1811. Tou are speaking now only upon general principles; you are not prepared to go into details in 
regard lo this proposal ? On a former occasion 1 made some calculations in regard 1o the cost of resump
tions, which I put down at over £600,000, and careful inquiries into the cost of tunnelling, and so on, 
made mo estimate tho cost of the whole work at over £1,000,000.
1812. Mr. llobcrtf;.'] Where would you propose to have the principal station? I think that the head
passenger station should he between Charlottc-place and Argyle-street, somewhere near the southern end 
of Wynward-square. ”
1813. Would the station you speak of be sufficiently large to do the work of the present Redfern station ?
In my opinion a railway into the city is only required for the suburban traffic, not for long-distance trains.
A person going 200 miles into the country could take his luggage in a cab up to Redfern.
1814. We have it in evidence that the accommodation at Redfern is at the present time not sufficient for 
the proper conduct of the traffic there, aud that it is absolutely necessary for the safety of tho public 
that that accommodation be increased ? Ample ground for a station might be got at the place which I 
suggest. Between Charlotte-place and Dawes Point you could, with a little resumption, ger a piece of 
land nearly as wide and a good deal longer than the station-yard at Redfern.
1815. Would you resume the whole of the locality known as “ The Rocks ” ? I would not take the whole 
of that part of the town, only a portion of it. There is a large piece of land there on which are built 
small low houses, which is not very valuable. Then, too, you could reclaim largely,
1816. Where would you reclaim ? To the east of Dawes Point, where Pile’s or Cunningham’s wharf 
used to be, and where tho boatsheds are now. That part of the harbour is not put to much use at the 
present time. T have examined the whole of that ground well, and I know that there are a good many 
acres there. The length of the portion of which I speak would he more than a quarter of a mile ; in fact, 
nearly half a mile.
1817. President] In estimating the cost of resumption at £600,000, did you propose the resumption of
so large an area as 10 or 12 acres? I do not recollect the area which I proposed should be resumed. •
My estimate was based on the value of land per foot, extending from Charlotte-place. Of course, a portion 
of the ground to be taken would be comprised in streets. You would take much of Gloucester and 

26—L Cambridge
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G. Pile. Cambridge streets. I bad tlie levels talien, and I find that they would suit. It would be rather low at 
Argyle-street to take the railway under there, hut, at the same time, you could do it. . . ,

30 Mar., 1897. yglS. Your scheme then does not differ very widely from pare of that of Mr. Norman Selfe ? My original 
suggestion was that the line, starting from Kedfern, should go between Pitt and Castlereagh streets as 
far as Goulburn-strcet. Goulburn-street vrould have to be closed, because the levels would not suit, and 
you would have to go under Liverpool-street. Since I made that suggestion, several valuable buildings 
have been erected in that pari, of the town, including the very expensive market buildings in George-street. 
I originally proposed to take the railway under the site of the markets.
1819. Mr. Humpheri/.] You propose to resume tlie whole of the land between Charlotte-place and Dawes
Point. "Would not that render necessary the closing of that part of George-street which merges into h ort- 
street P The line would cross George-street somewhere about wdiere Uniou-strect comes in a little to 
the west of Campbell's gates. You wTould bridge that part over. _
1820. So that the shunting operations would take place on overhead bridges ? The trains would pass
underneath iron viaducts. .
1821. You would not close any street? Several streets would have to be closed—the lowrer portion of 
Gloucester-street and Cam bridge-street, for example—and some little lanes. Tou would also have to 
stop Goulburn-strcet between Castlereagh and Pitt streets.
1822. President.'] Adopting your alternative system, where would you propose to extend the railway ? 
Tiie Government have already tramways running along "Elizabeth-street as far as Belmore Park. These 
tramways I believe they intend to run on the electric system in future. Parliament has also voted 
money for a line of electric trams down Harris and George streets. I think that a tramway should also 
be made along Kent-streer, from its lower end. Such a tramway would serve the people engaged about 
Kent and Sussex streets and on the wharfs,
1823. But where would you fix upon as the best site for a railway station ? I would take part of the
Benevolent Society’s grounds, and make Pitt-street from SO to 100 feet wide, as far as Hordern s 
refreshment-room. I would also widen Belmore-road to the same extent, and then I would recommend 
that the railway terminus should be moved from Devonshire-street to Belmore-road. The land taken 
near where the Eemale Refuge now stands could be used for a cab-stand, while part of the Benevolent 
Society’s ground could he used for offices connected with the railway. _ ,
1S24. That arrangement would bring Redfern railway station a quarter or half a mile nearer the city ? 
This morning I estimated the distance at about 30 chains. _
1825. How would you extend the tramways from this new railway station? The Government have 
already a tramway along Elizabeth-street. The Botany tramway turns down Devonshire-street, hut I 
should recommend that Castlereagh-stroet South be continued to join Elizabeth-street opposite Toohey s 
brewery, and that the Botany trams should go along that new piece of road. I understand that the 
Railway Commissioners contemplate removing the western traffic into George-street as soon as the George- 
street line is finished, leaving Elizabeth-street for the eastern traffic. I would advise that the railway 
trams, which now go along Elizabeth-street, should go along Elizabeth-street as far as Toohey’s brcwery, 
and turn down opposite the proposed new station. I would also suggest that the trams going along 
George-street should turn round by Hordern’s, and have their terminus in Belmore-road, opposite the 
new station. The Kent-street tramway I would take up Liverpool-street to join the eastern line. 
Anyone coining from Kent-street and wanting to get to the railway could get out at George-street and take 
another tram, while if he lived in tho eastern suburbs he could go straight home in the same tram. I 
think that iu this way the convenience of the citizens would be better served than by the construction of 
one line of railway through the city. I do not think that the Commissioners’ scheme considers tho con
venience of a large number of the citizens at all. _ .
182G. Aro you opposed to the use of Hyde Park for the purposes of a railway station ? I do not think 
the citizens of Sydney are much interested in that proposal. Hyde Park is used most by country people 
who arc staying in Sydney for a time. _ _ _ ,
1S27. Mr. Hoskins.] It has been stated in evidence by tbe railway authorities that if the railway were 
extended into the city a track 100 feet wide would have to be made to accommodate six lines of rails. 
Can you give the Committee any idea as to the cost of making a tunnel 100feet nude through sandstone? 
No. In the estimate which I mentioned just now I allowed for a roadway 40 feet wide, which I was told 
by a railway expert at the time would be ample. _ _ _
1828. "What did you allow for the cost of tunnelling a road 40 feet wide ? Ten shillings per cubic yard.
1829. Have you calculated the difference iu cost between a tunnel and an open cutting ? Well, a great 
deal of the open cutting might be through clay. It all depends upon the depth. In any case if you can 
blast you can get out mixed stuff—sandstone and clay—at Is. 3d. a cubic yard.
1830. You consider open cuttings much cheaper than tunnelling ? Yes; but you could not have an open
cuttingthrough George-street. _
1831. Have you considered that if a tunnel were taken through Sydney the Government might have to
defend a great many actions for damage alleged to he done to the foundations of houses by vibration and 
in other ways? If the line was properly packed there would bo very little vibration. I have travelled 
for many years past the School of Arts at Newtown, which was so flimsily built originally that before it 
was finished the walls tumbled in; but notwithstanding the immense traffic near there now the vibration 
is not felt. ,
1832. You know that the London railway companies havo had to defend many actions for alleged damage
to foundations ? I daresay that that is so, hut then London is built on clay. I believe you have to go 
down several hundred feet to get to the solid chalk there. ,
1833. It has been stated in evidence that to resume a much smaller piece of land than you were talking 
about would cost £1,750,000 ? If I recollect Mr. Perdriau’s evidence, he was speaking of land in a much 
better part of the city. I am speaking of land that you can buy for from £10 to £15 a foot.^
1834. When the claims for compensation were brought before the Court, evidence might be given to show 
that this was the best situated laud in the city and the most likely to improve in value? I have had a

. good deal of experience in cases of this kind, and I know that (he judges always expect the evidence given
to be as to the value of the land at the date of resumption, You cannot go into the box as a prophet.

Edmund
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Edmund Compton Batt (Batt, Rodd, and Purvea, Limited, Sydney), sworn, and examined:—
1835, President J] Tou are in business in Sydney as a partner iu tlie firm of Batt, Rodd, and Purvcs? E. C. Batt. Yes.
183G. Can you make a statement in regard to tbo scheme before the Commission? Well, first of all I 
may say that I do not consider that an extension of tho railway into the town by cither the eastern or the 
western route alone will bo of any great practical use to the citizens of Sydney. A line following 
the eastern route would leave tho whole of the western suburbs and that part of the town where the 
people are poorest, and Could least afford to pay additional fares, absolutely without better communication 
than they have now, while a line following tlie western route would leave tho whole of tlio eastern suburbs 
practically unsatisfied. Prom measurements that I have made many times I am confident that a station 
at Hyde Park would be as much out of the way for most people ou tho west side of George-street as tho 
present station at Redfern.
1837. Mr. JPoslcins.'] But suppose the George-street tramway is made? "Well, a tramway means another 
fare, and involves the changing of vehicles.
1S38. Mr.Mum.phery.'] Do your remarks apply to the proposed terminal station at Park-street? Tes;
I do not think that it is necessary to have a tormina! station there at all. What I would suggest is a 
circular railway to serve both the eastern and the western parts of the city. The trains would then run 
in opposite directions round the city, and they would pass through Redfern as they now pass through 
any of the suburban stations. This would relieve the congestion of traffic at Redfern, which is caused 
mainly by the suburban traffic. If the greater part of that traffic wore taken away from Kedfern there 
would be plenty of room there for a terminal station. People going long distances—to Melbourne, or 
back into the country could as easily get a cab and drive to Kedfern then as thev do now,
1839. President^ The suggestion to bring the line through Hyde Park, parallel to Castiereagh-street,
round by the Circular Quay, aud back by a route parallel to George or York streets, meets with your 
approval as a scheme for dealing with the suburban passenger traffic, and you think that people going 
Jong distances might start from a central station at Redfern ? Yes. That is practically the suggestion 
which I made to the Railway Commissioners some months ago. ' °
1840. That scheme, if carried out, would mean either very long tunnels or a great deal of expensive
resumption ? 1 have been over the route; and some years ago. when a former Commission was sitting,
with the assistance of a surveyor, 1 made out an estimate of the cost of a line on tlie west side of George- 
strcct; but the papers wore burnt in the big fire of 1891, and I have now no notes except those taken 
lately. I do not think that the western extension would cost more than the eastern extension. Any 
quantity of land is to be got there at a reasonable price, just as on the eastern extension, until you get up 
to Market-street; towards the northern cud there is no land of very high value.
1841. Are you able to express an opinion as to tho total cost of resumption or of construction ? Ho.
1842. Do you desire to express mi opinion with regard to the question of dealing with goods traffic ? No.
I quite agree with the Commissioners that tho narrow neck of land at tho Redfern tunnel is a great 
source of danger and inconvenience ; but I do not see whv this should not he remedied by making some 
alteration in tlie Mortuary arrangements and resuming a little land there. The cost, 1 think, would bo 
immaterial. I would either resume St. Paul’s church or take a piece of land on the other side of the 
line, whichever suited the purpose best. If this were done 1 think you would have all the room you 
wanted for the rearrangement of the lino now going under George-street, and to give access to the 
Redfern yard. I remember speaking about this matter to the Commissioners years ago, and I hold that 
with this improvement the Redfern yard will b,e big enough for all the traffic for the next ICO years, that 
is if tho passenger traffic is taken on into the city in the way I have suggested.
1843. A circular line through the city would savo shunting? Yes. I do not suppose they would havo 
to interfere with the trains once a month, unless to lake oft' an extra or defective carriage. I was asked 
the other day what I would do with the through trains under this arrangement. J say that the express 
traffic must stop at Redfern, and the fast trains when they come on to the city lines must go round the 
circle just like the ordinary suburban trains.
1844. Mr. Ihnnplu-ry.) Is it your view that it is necessary only to make provision for the ordinary 
suburban traffic, which can be done by tbe construction of a line down the west side of George-street, 
turning round at the Circular Quay, and coming back on the east side of George-street, under Hyde 
Park ? Yes; without resuming any city land at all. Por a large central station I have soon it stated that 
20 or 30 acres will be required to be resumed; but I do not think so much land will be wanted. The 
Commissioners have already shown us that a large area is not required for a suburban station, and all that 
would be wanted on this line would bo a platform from which the passengers would walk on to the trains.
People going long distances would havo to drivo with their luggage to Redfern. '
1845. President.) Do you desire to express any opinion in regard to the goods traffic? I think that is a 
matter altogether apart from the present scheme. The carrying out of the scheme I suggest would not 
interfere with any project for dealing with tho goods traffic. 1 might add that in this matter I am not 
pledged to_any particular detail of route ; I am simply speaking of the scheme as a whole. I have seen 
several estimates of the approximate value of the land to be taken; but 1 do not tbink any of them aro 
correct, or that correct estimates can be made until it is determined exactly where the line shall go. In 
my opinion the cost of the western route has been very much over-estimated. I believe that it would he 
much less than people think.
1846. Mr. Wright] Are you acquainted with the railway facilities of other cities? Yes. I havo been 
all over tho Continent, and know- all the railways in Great Britain.
1847. Is there any city in the world where everybody has a railway station witbin a few yards of his door ?
No ; and in London, Glasgow, and Paris I know of no main-line stations except at the outskirts of tho citv.
1848. A twenty minutes’ walk would take you from one end of Sydney to the other? I would not say 
that; but Sydney is situated on a narrow peninsula.
1849. "Would not a railway down the middle of the city serve all purposes ? Not so well as a railway on
both sides of George-street. 1
1850. But with a railway down the middle of the city would not the commercial people of Sydney bo as 
well served as the commercial people in other parts of the world ? No, They had to build the under
ground railways in London in order to take people from their business-places in the city out to the 
suburbs in which they resided, and that is what we want here.
1851. But London is a very much larger city than Sydney ? Yes, I admit that; hut we want somethin 
like the Metropolitan railway to supply the wants of our citizens, it has been a crying shame that for

years
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E. C. Batt. years, while we have been multiplying our tramways, which I think are of comparatively little use, wre havo 
done nothing to carry out a comprehensive scheme to provide for the city traffic. _

30 Mar., 1897. ygjo, ])o you think that the circular railway you speak of would not cost more for land resumption than 
an extension-requiring a large central station? I think that more laud would be ret^nired for a central 
station than for a circular line. I saw by the newspaper that it has been estimated that a line going 
down the western side of the city would require the resumption of 20 or 30 acres of land ; but I think 
that ridiculous. I fail to see why you should require a tract of land more than 30 feet wide.
1853. The Commissioners say that for a terminal railway they would require six lines of rails, and for a 
eircnlar railway four lines ? 'Well, they run the London railways with less than four lines.
1854. Tou think that a double track would be sufficient for a circular railway ? ^ Tes, .
1855. And that for intercolonial and interior traffic Kedfern should be the terminal station ? Tes.
1856. Tou contend that this accommodation is absolutely necessary to meet the requirements of the city 
traffic ? Tes. To show how the traffic has grown 1 may say that I can remember when one 4-horse bus 
was sufficient to carry the passengers arriving at Kedfern by any particular train, while now five omnibuses 
and a double tram are sometimes insufficient, independent of those walking and using other vehicles.

WEDNESDAY, 31 ‘MARCH, 1897.
^rrsent:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P., (President).
The Hon. Ehedemck Thomas Huiidhert, M.L.C. j John Lionel Ekgan, Esq.. M.P.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C. Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C. j George Black, Esq., M.P.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P. j Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P. j Prank. Parnell, Esq., M.P.

Edward William Knox, sworn, and examined; —
E.W.Enoi. 1857. President.^ What evidence have you to offer? Evidence more particularly with regard to 

amalgamating the passenger and goods traffic.
31 Mar., 1897. ig5§_ Are you aware of the proposal of the Kailway Commissioners to take a portion of Hyde Park for 

a railway terminus? Tea.
1859. Do you approve of this ? No ; I am altogether opposed to it, on tho ground that no one has the 
right to dispose of the Park in that way, but principally because .1 thiuk there is no* justification for 
moving the railway terminus into that position in tho city. The cost would he very considerable. The 
station could not at any time be anything but au eyesore, and it would be, in fact, moving tlie station— 
which we may now regard as central—to a position where it will be more or less eccentric, so far as tho 
resident population are concerned. In other words, I think that, for the long-distance traffic, between the 
present station and the Haymarket is, and is likely to he, the most convenient spot for a central station.
1860. Tou propose to have your central station so that no railway communication shall come into the city
a distance further north than the Haymarketyou propose to stop all passenger traffic there? I said 
the central station. .
1861. How then do you intend to serve the city? I did not give any consideration to that question, 
because I think that traffic is amply provided, for by the present and projected tramway service, and 
provided for in a way which will be much more efficient than a railway service could be, as no railway will 
have stations at the corner of every street.
1862. What do you mean by the Haymarket ? Belmore Market stands on the site of the old Haymarket.
1863. What land do you propose to use for your terminal station ? I think the station might be extended 
northwards, or, if it were decided to build a new one, it might be placed in the Belmore Gardens or their 
immediate neighbourhood.
1864. Tour idea, then, is to come as far north perhaps ns Belmore-road ? Not further.
1865. Because if you come further you have the same objection with regard to Belmore Gardens as you 
have with regard to the Park ? I thought the Belmorc-road was on this side of the Park.
1866. It is on the southern side of tho Park ? Ido not put Belmore Gardens on the same footing as- 
Hyde Park.
3 867. But still you recognise the same principle exists ? Not altogether; because I think, if the station be 
made on the Belmore Park, almost a similar area might be added to the Prince Alfred Park from the 
present railway-yard.
1868. Why do you see any reason why Belmore Gardens maybe used for railway purposes and not a part 
of Hyde Park? Because if you give tlie Railway Department a footing in Hyde Park tbe whole of it 
will he occupied by shunting-yards in ten years. It wo uld be found when a quarter of it was gone that the 
Park would be disfigured with buildings and advertisements of all descriptions, and tbe general feeling 
would be that havmg unwisely let a portion of the Park slip the rest of it might just as well go.
1869. Tou think that although the public feeling might be strong in the first instance with regard to the 
first quarter, the other three quarters might go easily' ? So much damage would be done that it would 
not be worth while preserving the rest,
1870. .And you take the whole of Belmore Gardens at once? There is a street railway through the 
Belmore Gardens at the present time.
1S71. Tou urge then that wo should bring the Redfern station as far as Belmorc-road, and from there 
serve the passenger traffic of the city with a tram service such as is projected, with such alterations as may 
be necessary ? Tes. '
1872, Toil do not think it a material thing that the 20,GC0 or 40,000 passengers from the suburbs who- 
use the railways daily should be asked to trans-ship, as it were, into trams at tlie site you suggest? I think 
thatwherever you put the station there must always be a certain amount of vehicular traffic to the destina
tions of the passengers. In other words, if you land a man, whose office is at the Custom House, at Hyde 
Park he will want some means of conveyance, especially if the weather is wet.
1873. And you would give him a tram ? I would, because he would have the option of getting off at any
street comer he wished. ' ' ' ' 1874.
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1874. Then it would require to be a very different tram service from that in existence from the railway at KW^Knox.
present? I do not know why. , ,. , . . 31 Mar.. 18(1?.1875. Do vou think that is satisfactory ? But there is another tram service which is to come into existence 
through George-street. I used the the words “ present and projected ” when I commenced my statement.
1876. Do you think any suburban passenger loses half an hour a day—a, quarter of an hour on each ip 
because of the absence of a city railway ? My opinion is that the residents in the southern and western 
suburbs are carried into town on much better terms than arc the residents of any other suburbs, and they 
are carried at tho expense of residents of the other suburbs. I know of no reason why the man who 
lives at Double Bay should pay twice as much for his fare into town as the man who lives a further distance 
in the other direction, both being carried in vehicles run by tho Government,
1877. What is the fare from Double Bay ? Threepence.
1878. How far is Double Bay from Sydney? Two miles to the corner of Pitt and King streets._
1879. How far is it from King-street to the railway station ? I do not know; but I have just been informed 
by a man living at Summer Hill, 6 miles from Sydney, that it costs him 3d. a day to get in by train and tram.
1880. Losing sight for the time being of the comparative services in various parts of the city, you believe
there is no justiiication for the extension of the city railway much beyond the present terminus ? 1 think,
when the question is fairly considered, that it will be found that tho extension of tho city railway much 
beyond tho present terminus cannot pay, taken by itself. ,, ,, ..
1881. The Bailway Commissioners are of opinion that it will? I thought they said that it they were 
given Hyde Park, aud could make the central station there, they could make interest on the cost which
would have to be met. . , , .. -r, jr t1882. Xour proposal is to allow the railway system to terminate, approximately, at Kedfern Jn order to 
get into the city passengers have to pay a fare of 1 -It], each, It is probable that they would continue o 
pay that for any tram service which is given them. Therefore the tram would be doing for a tare of la-d. 
a service which the railway should certainly get something from if it lands them (say) at the corner ot King 
and Pitt streets. Why should the railway carry them for nothing? It should not. The passengers
would save nothing, because most of them would take some other means of conveyance. _
1883. Prom where? Prom Park-street. The distance from there to the Custom House is 1 mile.
1884. Tou say you do not sec where the returns will he ? I said that when the question was fairly faced
tho return would be found to be inadequate for the cost of the line. • j- o xr
XSS5, Because o£ the presence of the Greorgc-strecfc tram aud other means of communication .
1836. Are you aware that the Elizabeth-street tram cannot be well worked uith the present traffic upon
it? T know it is verv heavy. . ,
1887. And to relieve it ot the present railway service you would provide a more ethcient service tor tne 
suburbs ? But Ihe probability is that the George-street tram will take almost the whole of the railway
1888. Do you think a passenger from Summer Hill or any other suburban station would get out at Kedfern 
and enter the electric train running along George-street, or uould continue to King-street and ou^ 
there and walk the distance separating the two systems, it not being much more than 200 yards . i 
understood that the proposal to have a station at King-street was altogether withdrawn. In wet weather 
the hulk of tho passengers would unquestionably leave the station at Kedfern and take the tram.
1889. Even if the railway station were at tlie junction of Elizabeth and King streets ? _ Yes.
1890. You believe that George-street is more centrally situated ? It goes without saying.
1891. The question is how much ? It would he more central probably for three-fourths of the people. 
There is a very large office population on the western side of George-street.
1892. Are you aware that there is a necessity for the railway authorities to move from Kedfern. 1 
understand it is necessary to provide additional accommodation, which is a different thing.
1893. Arc you aware that the Kail way Commissioners believe that if tlie railway is not extended a new
station will require to he laid out somewhere about the Benevolent Asylum ground ? I have heard that 
stated. At the same time I do not accept it. , . . .
1894. Mr. Hoskins.} It has been stated that in extending the Kedfern yards southward and in making 
the yard wider the cost of resumption would he as great as the cost of resuming land in the city ? That 
iiimlit be, but I did not suggest that tho railway-yard should be extended southward, but northward, oyer 
Devonshire-street. You would get uo more revenue from it, but you would get additional accommodation 
at a very small cost. 3 hold that money expended on a large railway station, with important buildings
around it, is money thrown away. . . . , ,
1895. Mr. Bumphery.] Is there any other city in Australia where the terminal station for suburban 
passengers is so far distant from the centre of the city as ours? There is no other large city in Australia 
which is situated like ours. The business part of Sydney is on a narrow tongue of land.
3896. Is not the terminal station in Melbourne close to what is regarded as the heart of the city . It is 
at least half a mile from the post office. It is a mile from Goldsbrough-Mort’s -woolstore, and it is 
three-quarters of a mile from Parliament House. . . .
1897. How far is the Brisbane terminal station from the heart of tho city ? The heart of the city ot 
Brisbane is the steamer-wharfs, which are three-quarters of a mile or a mile from the station.
1898- How far is it from the Post Office to the Brisbane station ? Probably half a mile. The Brisbane 
station is quite outside the business of tho town. _ .
1899. How far is it in Adelaide? It would be hard to get far in Adelaide from tbe centre of the town.
1900. Asa matter of fact, is not our terminal station for suburban passenger traffic less convenient than 
the terminal station in any other city in Australia? Yot considering the proportion of the traffic which 
comes by it.
1901. Have you ever lived in the railway suburbs? No.
1902. Would it not be more convenient for the thousands of people living in the suburbs to be deposited 
at or not far from King-street ? Yes, if they were prepared to pay for it; but they wish to be carried to 
the corner of King-street at the cost of the rest of the community, who I think might well object to that
19031 Is it fair to say that, if we arc told by the Commissioners that they are prepared to make an 
additional charge for transit from Kedfern to or somewhere near King-street? But the suburban people 
ask for a very large expenditure for a central station, which I maintain is not required.*r ° 1 10ftA

. _i ,
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Knoi. 1004. You think-it is unnecessary to make any change beyond providing the additional accommodation 
which is found to be absolutely requisite for the management of the railways ? That is so.

’’' ' And that it would be better to spend as much money at Kedfern in making tho necessary
alterations as would he needed to give a terminal station in tho city? Yes; if that expenditure is 
necessary at Kedfern.
1906. If we are told that it will be necessary to spend almost as much on the site of the Benevolent 
Asylum as to bring the railway into Sydney, are you still of opinion that it would be bettor to spend 
the money, as suggested, upon the old station site ? Somewhere between the present station and tho 
Haymarket. '
190/. Although that would not give any greater convenience to suburban-railway passengers than the 
present station ? Yes.
1908. Have you considered the question of the goods traffic ? Yes.
1909. Are you prepared to express any opinion as to tlie desirableness of connecting the railway with the 
various wharfs of the city ? Yes. I would first say that I think the goods traffic and the passenger traffic 
should be kept altogether apart. Then, as regards the proposal which has been made that the wharfs on 
the eastern side of Darling Harbour should be resumed, in order that the railway line should be taken 
along that side of the harbour, I would say ] think there is not the smallest justification for such a 
proposal. The cost would be enormous, and the convenience problematical. There is not now, nor is 
there likely to be in the immediate future, any unbroken trade between the country and the sea—in 
other words, there would neither he traffic inwards nor outwards direct between tbe country districts and 
the sea, and under those circumstances the wharfs which tlie Government already control at Darling 
Harbour are adequate for the present, or for a very considerable expansion of the trade which requires 
wharfage premises adjacent to the railway line,
1910. Is it within your knowledge that there has been any difficulty in obtaining all necessary wharfage
accommodation for our shipping ? The wharfage accommodation in Sydney is at present considerably in 
excess of the trade. * ^
1911. Is it likely to continue so for any long period ? I think the present wharfage accommodation is 
equal to a very much larger trade than wo have now, and thero is ample room for expansion.
1912. What is your opinion as to the probability of any direct trade, which would not need intermediate 
handling, reaching the shipping, or passing from the shipping into the country;—take the wool traffic and 
all onr produce, and give a little attention to the coal traffic, and also to the dead-meat traffic ? So far as 
tho wool trade is concerned, I think the tendency is entirely towards the sale here of tho whole clip. 1 
think the proportion of wool which will go direct from the station to tho ship is likely to diminish 
rather than increase. Ho far as the coal business is concerned, 1 think the present arrangements are 
adequate for a long time to come. The mines on the coast cun ship more cheaply than any mine can ship 
in the harbour, and I think it extremely improbable any further provision would have to bo made for coal 
during the next five years. The only other commodity which is likely to be shipped vould be wheat, in 
the event of the production considerably exceeding the consumption. That may come to pass this year 
or next year, but I think it unlikely that any considerable quantity would ever have to be shipped, 
because when you como down to export values on the basis of 1895 prices you will find that the production 
of wheat is an nnremunerative industry so far as the Colony is concerned—in other words, it could only be 
grown at those prices by the exhaustion of the land upon which it is cultivated.
1913. What about the meat trade? I think it will be found that private enterprise is quite ready to deal 
with the meat trade if it is secured from Government interference. At present I am disposed to think 
that private enterprise is prevented from entering on the business by fear of Government interference.
1914. With regard to the produce from tho country, your opinion is that it must reach a distributing 
dep&t before finding its way to the shipping ? Yes ; and that applies in tho same way to tho imports.
1915. And the imports, in the same way, would not he sent direct from the ship's side to the country, but 
must pass through a distributing medium ? Except for a very small proportion.
1916. Have you formed any opinion as to the probable value of all the wharfs which would be necessary 
to have a complete system of railway communication ? The probable value is the probable sum tbo 
Government would have to pay for them, I could not say what figure would ho asked for the wharfs.
1917. Do you think it would run into millions ? Yes.
1918. Do you think, as a commercial transaction, there would be any appreciable return for the outlay 
which must be incurred in carrying out a scheme of this kind ? The only way in which the interest 
could be paid would be by an increase of the wharfage rate, which would hamper tlie trade in Sydney in 
the same degree as the higher wharfage rate in Melbourne hampers tlie trade there.
1919. Therefore it would ho more economical to allow the existing state of things to continue than, by 
making a connection with the railway, to largely increase the cost of shipping, especially as the Govern
ment already holds the larger proportion of the wharfs in Sydney, and can thus keep down the wharfage 
rates and prevent any combination to raise them;—are you aware that several now wharfs aro being 
constructed in AYoolIoomooloo Bay ? Yes.
1920. Do you think they will he fully occupied? Hot unless they give rebates much iu excess of what 
the private wharf-owners are prepared to give.
1921. Are you of opinion that "Woolloomooloo Bay is as convenient for shipping as Sydney Cove, Miller’s 
Point, and Darling Harbour ? It certainly is not.
1922. Why ? Because it is further from the principal stores and the railway station.
1923. Is the storage accommodation in proximity to the wharfs sufficient to attract shipping? There is 
no storage accommodation in Woolloomooloo Bay except the wharf-sheds.
1924. Of course any complete system of wharfage connection with the railway must include Woolloomooloo 
Bay? I do not think there is any reason for that.
1925. Assuming sucli a thing as the resumption of all the wharf frontages for the purpose of railway con
nection, would you omit Woolloomooloo Bay from such a scheme P I do not see any particular advantage 
in carrying tho railway to Woolloomooloo Bay, because I think the Government own sufficient water 
frontage in Darling Harbour for any railway works they wish to carry out.
1926. You concede that it would be an incomplete system ? I cannot see that the Colony would derive 
any advantage from throwing away more money by connecting the Woolloomooloo wharfs with a service 
from which they could get no business.

1927.
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1927. Mr. Blade.] Are you of opinion that as regards population Redfern station is centrally situated? E. W.Knox,
It is more central than any other position you could get about Sydney. *
1928. Do you know the Flinders-street station, Melbourne ? Yes. 31 Mar., 1897.
1929 Do you know the low-lying lands away from the city towards Port Melbourne, St. Kilda, and Past 
Melbourne ? Yes.
1930. Is there not a radius, on each side, of from 1 to It- miles, nothing more nor less than a desert waste, 
hardly built upon, and in some eases merely a depot for rubbish ? Within, I think, half a mile of the river 
it is all built upon, and to a great extent with stores, most of which are, however, empty,
1931. I mean on the other side going towards the sea, as it were. There is a large quantity of land taken

ty public parks. There is a Government reserve ; there are the banks of the Yarra and a sort of
common which lies between the railway station and what used to bo known as Emerald Hill. Further 
along there is a great deal of desert waste land behind where Eangland’s foundry used to bo situated?
Yes ; I was speaking of on or about the Pails Bridge, where the ground is thickly' built upon ; but above 
the raihvay station there is a great expanse of vacant land.
1932. In fact, almost from Spencer-street right up to what is known as Jolimont? Yes.
1933. Would you not say that, so far from the Plinders-street slation being in a central position,
possibly the Melbourne Public Library would be more nearlv ihe centre of the city? The post-office, I think. " j i >
193d. Do you know Adelaide? Yes.
1935. The Adelaide railway station used to be situated on the North Terrace—would you consider that 
the centre of the city P It has the city on one side and the parks on the other.
193G. Then to say that the Sydney raihvay station is less central than that of any other city' of the ' 
Colonies is to make a misleading statement ? 1. do not think it quite squares with the facts of the case.
1937. Is it not a fact that the extension of the city of Sydney to the north is barred by the waters of Port 
Jackson ? Yes.
1938. Is it not likely that in years to come the Redfern station will, so far from being central, be situated
much more to the north of the virtual centre than it is now ? The trend of the trade of Sydney is towards 
Redfern, south of the Town Hall. -
1939. You might alter the centre of population by building a bridge to the North Shore winch would 
induce a large settlement on the northern shores of the harbour ? No; because you would get too far 
away ; then the settlement would have to be on the crest of the ridge to a great extent.
IGl'O. But suppose you did alter the centre of population—that would not necessarily make the removal 
or the Redfern station compulsory, because it would simply mean that the bridge could bo used as a 
means of carrying a railway, which would lessen the concentration of traffic at Redfern, and thus make 
that station more equal to the requirements than it is now ? I think you can never make Redfern station 
anything hut central.
1941. Do you sec any advantage to he gained to the public by bringing the railway to Hyde Park ? To
the general public, no. '
1942. Do you think there is any advantage to be gained for administrative purposes ? No.
1943. Do you know of any demand from the couniry people for conveyance to fhe water’s edge ? No.
1944. The demand is from surburban residents? Prom residents in the southern and western suburbs— 
not in the eastern, northern, or north-western.
1940. Is it not evident that if it is the demand of the suburban residents which has to be met, no matter 
where they may be situated, the country cannot be benefited by the removal of the railway station. Would 
not a loop line something which would take the traffic out of Redfern station in one direction and return 
it to Redfern station by another—be more likely to meet the demands of the public ? I think, considering 
the material of the ridge upon which Sydney is built, and the way in which the town is laid out, that the 
convenience of the public can. for the future be more easilv met by the extension and improvement of the 
tramway system than by any extension of the railways into Sydney.
194G. In other words, by a system of light railways running more continuously than they do now, and on 
the streets? Yes. .
1947. _3fr. Clar/co.'] Do you think the accommodation for passengers would ho increased by bringing the 
railway to Hyde Park ? I do not think any advantage corresponding with the cost would be gained.
1948. You object to any portion of Hyde Park being taken for railway purposes ? Entirely. *
1949. Y ou know that the traffic at Redfern is very much congested, and that it is necessary to have
increased accommodation ? I believe that to be the case, *
1950. You think the extension of the railway over Devonshire-street, and placing the station on the site
of the Benevolent Asylum and the Cemetery, would be sufficient ? Yes, for the next few years. There will .
always be a difficulty at the Redfern tunnel, whether the station is ou the Benevolent Asylum site or Hyde Park. * “

^IU opinion that it would not he to the public interest to resume the wharfs on the eastern 
side of Darling Harbour, from Dawes Point to the railway station ? I am.

-D° y°u consider that for export business the wharfs, now in the possession of the Government, 
give sufficient accommodation ? I think that if carefully managed they would he sufficient for the entire 
trade of the port—that is, assuming, of course, extra wharfs are put on Darling Island.
■1953. Do you think you could do away with private wharfs altogether ? T would much prefer to do away with the Government wharfs.
1954. _ Do yon think tho wharfs at present in Darling Harbour, and in fact all over Sydney Cove, give
sufficient accommodation? Yes; and I am quite sure that an v business is conducted'more cheaply and 
better by a private enterprise than by any Government. ’
1955. Is Woolloomooloo, for some portion of the trade, not a very convenient place for landing goods ?
It is as convenient ns any other place, only you have to pay a little more for cartage. You cannot get 
out of ’Woolloomooloo Bay without going up a fairly steep hill.
1956. Mr. Began.] You say a necessity exists for greater accommodation at Redfern on account of the 
congested nature of the traffic? I said 1 understood that was the ease.
1957. You say the traffic is so congested that you would remove the station northward? If I said that,
I said what I did not intend. I said that more land might be taken there in order to allow the increase 
of the station accommodation. ‘ '

1958.
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E. W. Knoi, 1958. One proposition is to resume the ground upon which the Benevolent Asylum is situated, and 
erec^ a Btati011 and platforms there at an estimated cost of £100,000;—would it not be better to carry 

ar‘* ■ the line to Hyde Park, in order that the Commissioners may obtain a return upon the capital expended ? 
I am quite against the expenditure of £400,000 upon the Benevolent Asylum site, and I am quite confident 
that such an expenditure is unnecessary. The traffic can be worked with wooden platforms covered 
with galvanised iron just as well as with big brick buildings. Anyone who has seen the traffic go out 
of Spencer-street station on a busy day knows what can be done with a station which I should not think 
cost more than £20,000.
1959. If the evidence of the Hallway Commissioners goes to prove that the extension is necessary, and 
that the proposed buildings are not out of the way of the requirements of the day, you would, I suppose, 
give some consideration to that evidence ? Yes ; but if I had to find the money I would not find it.
1960. But if the Bailway Commissioners can show that by their proposed scheme they will be able to 
recoup themselves for the outlay, is not their proposition a fair one? No ; I do not approve of their 
having Hyde Park at all, and I do not think they say they can recoup themselves unless they get Hyde 
Park.
1961. Do you think there is any more opportune time than the present for the resumption and buying 
of land for the construction of*the railway ? It is quite certain the value of land is being depreciated ; 
but it seems to me quite probable that its value will he further depreciated if, for instance, there is any 
further addition to the land tax.
1962. You have stated that tho Hallway Commissioners are asking the general public to pay for the
extension of the railway when only a comparative few will benefit by it ? I stated that the extension 
would be built at the cost of the general community, rather than at the cost of the people who profited 
by it. ' _
1963. If the Commissioners have shown that by charging a fare of Id. or Till, into tlie city they can 
pay the interest and redeem the capital, will not the charge be upon the shoulders of those who travel 
by the raihvay ? I do not think the Commissioners propose to redeem the capital out of the fares.
1964. If our railways pay interest on the money borrowed, are they not doing fairly well ? Yes.
1965. If it is shown that the proposed extension will pay the interest on the capital expended, would 
you not admit that those who will profit by it are those who pay for it? But I hold that the expenditure 
is not warranted on any ground. If the country has the money to spend, it would bo much better to 
spend it in the extension of railways into the country. A railway down the valley of the Lachlan, for 
instance, would attract a large amount of trade to Sydney which is now lost io it.
1966. As a whole, you arc against the extension of the railway into the city? Yes.

THURSDA T, 1 A.VTUL, 1897.
JSrrnmt:--

THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, Esq., M.P. (Prestuent).
.Ioiix Lionel Feoax, Esq., M.P,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.

W.
Greenwood

Assoc.
Jl.I.C.E.

The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.

William Greenwood, Assoc. M.I.C.E., sworn, and examined :—■
1967. President.'] Have you been occupied on any works in the Colony? Yes ; I built the Pott’s Hill 
reservoir, for the Government, and the Circular Quay. I have been engaged on a good number of works.
1968. Have yon a scheme which you desire to lay before the Committee ? Yes ; T. produce a plan and 
section of it. I take it that this Commission has to deal with the City Kail way. consequently I have only

1 ApriTld97 Bbown a line from Redfern to the Circular Quay, but it forms part of a circular railway which will go 
’ round the eastern suburbs—to Woolloomooloo, Paddington, Woollahra, Waverley, and Kandwick.

1969. Your levels are so situated that they null permit of that? Yes.
1970. Will the same remark apply to "an extension to North Shore? Yes. The proposed line, 
which was designed 10 years ago for a double line of railway, traverses the heart of the city ■

# it passes through the busiest portions and accommodates all the western and northern ferries. It is
capable of extension to the North Shore by a high-level bridge, or train ferry, or subaqueous tunnel, 
through either Dawes Point or Port Macquarie, and forms part of the circular railway through the 
eastern suburbs—Kandwick, Kensington, North Botany to Erskincville. The line being circular is 
easier and cheaper to work. The cost of the land, buildings, &C., is light, owing to the non
interference with valuable buildings. It passes through a considerable amount of vacant laud. The 
cost of construction is very low, as the material from the cuttings will be utilised for the buildings. 
There will he stations at the Town Hall, Wynyard-square, and Circular Quay. They are all wayside 
stations for passengers only. Goods depots will be provided at all the eastern suburbs—Kandwick, 
North Botany, Waterloo, &c. I propose a loop line from about Petersham to the cast of the Warren Brick 
Company’s works at St. Peters, resuming about 70 acres of land for gravitation sidings, to accommodate all 
the goods traffic, whether suburban, Illawarra,BeImore, southern, western, or northern. Circular railway 
The line about to be described forms a portion of a projected railway from Kedferu via Circular Quay, 
Woolloomooloo, Darlinghurst, Paddington, Woollahra, Waverley, Kandwick, Kensington, Botany, and 
Erskineville, joining theIllawarra branch, through Eveleigh to Redfern. Route:—A railway commencing 
at the northern end of Redfern terminus, passing over Devonshire-street; thence across the Benevolent 
Asylum grounds and tramway-sheds, passing on a viaduct over Garden-street, Belmore-park, Hay- 
street, Beimore Markets, and Campbell-strcct; thence in open cutting east of tho Natatorium, under 
Goulburn-street, passing west of the New Masonic Hall, under Liverpool-street, turning in a north
westerly direction under Pitt-street, Union-lane, and Wilmott-lane, and passing west of Water and 
Sewerage Board Offices ; thence under the junction of Bathurst and George streets, passing in front of 
the Town Hall, and by a tunnel from Druitt-street under Ybrk-street to Wynyard-square ; thence in an 
open cutting under Margaret-street and lane, passing east of the Scots’ Church, under Jamieson-street

and
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and Church Hill, through the reserve ; then under Charlotte-place, skirting the east side of Harrington- W.
street, and curving under George-street, at its intersection with Esscx-street; then in a north-easterly Greenwood, 
direction under Pitt-street and Alfred-street, passing under the crown of the road in front of the Custom i c'e 
House; thence under Phillip-street at its intersection with Albert-street, It is called Alfred-street at one 
end and Albert-street at the other. Future extensions:—If it be decided to connect with biorth Sydney 1 April, 1397. 
by a bridge a junction would bo effected at the Wynyard-square station; but if a tunnel be decided 
upon, then by a junction at Circular t^uay station. Stations—Hedfern station:—Anew station to be 
built in the Benevolent Asylum grounds—terminal as to all long-distance traffic, but through for local or 
suburban trains. The suburban traffic, which is DO per cent, of the whole, would go right through.
Benevolent Asylum station, being terminal only for long-distance traffic—and all the suburban trains 
passing through this station will be relieved of all the shunting. Mr. Parry stated before the Commission 
that it was not the traffic so much as the shunting in the Bedfern yard which caused the difficulty. The 
local traffic being 90 per cent, of all the traffic, it follows that much less siding and shunting accommoda
tion will ho required at the Benevolent Asylum station than would be the case at Hyde Park station, 
because there it wmuld be dead-end station. Shunting at a terminal station blocks the incoming and 
outgoing trains, whereas by trains passing through all lines are left free. There is no terminal station on 
my line in the sense of a dead stop, because it forms part of a circular railway. The Town Hall station 
would be through or wayside station, extending from Bathurst-street south towards Willmot-lane. It '
would be a daylight station, and the booking-office would be at the south-eastern corner of Bathurst and 
George streets—that is to say, that the building now occupied by Hep worth, the tailor, would have to be 
resumed, remodelled, and made into a station. Wynyard-square would be a through or wayside station, ' 
extending from Wynyard-strect northerly, with a booking-office at the south end of Wynyard-square.
It is possible it might be better to resume the building at the corner of Wynyard-street and Xork-street, 
and utilise it as a booking-office, instead of building on the Wynyard-square portion. At Circular Quay 
there would be a through or a wayside station extending from the west side of Pitt-street to Eoftus- 
street—that is to say, from Crane’s store to the Paragon Hotel—with a booking-office opposite the North 
Shore Eerry. Pending the extension to the eastern suburbs, provision for shunting would have to be 
provided on the proposed extension east of Circular Quay station. If you made the line to Woolloomooloo 
or to Paddington at the same time it would not require it.
1971. Let us take it for granted that the only question this Commission deals with is the line for 
passengers into Sydney. You have got to Circular Quay, and you require some area for shunting 
purposes ? Yes.
1972. You lose the benefit of the loop line by temporarily stopping at the end of the Quay ? I do not 
presume you would stop at the Quay. I presume when you are making the railway you will make the 
circular railway.
1973. But supposing it was determined to stop at tho Quay P I wmuld continue the railway forward 
beneath Phillip-street towards Woolloomooloo, and wmuld use what wmuld form the main line in the 
future for the shunting-ground.
1974. Would you put four lines right ahead ? No ; only two.
1975. And you think they could be used for shunting purposes? Yes.
197G. They would be in a tunnel? Yes. .
1977. And anything beyond the two lines which eventually went round the eastern suburbs would be a 
heavy expense? For the eastern suburbs certainly two lines would be ample.
1978. Could you shunt on those two lines? 1 do not think for one moment you would stop at the
Circular Quay, The line through Woolloomooloo, Paddington, Woollahra, and Waverley would pav 
from the start. * '
1979. Then you say you wmuld only require a wayside station at the Quay, because if your scheme is 
accepted you believe it would be wiser to carry out the eastern suburbs extension at the same time ?
Assuredly.. I may say that my estimate of the cost is with regard to a line from Bedfern to the Circular 
Quay, With regard to the advantages of the line I may state that the line would serve the heart of tho 
city a district at present unprovided with trannvays. Hence it would create its own traffic without 
abstracting traffic from the existing Elizabeth-street tramway. Bedfern Station:—Long-distance travellers 
encumbered with luggage would invariably take cabs from this station, which is as central for Sydney as 
any point you could name, The Town Hall station being in close proximity to the new markets would be 
very convenient for the general public. Wynyard-square station being within 100 yards of the 
General Post Office would be very central for the general public, and in addition to accommodating the 
numerous offices, warehouses, and manufactories in York, Clarence, Kent, and Sussex streets, would also 
give convenient access to the ferries at King, Lime, and Erskine streets. The Circular Quay station, in 
addition to affording accommodation to the northern portion of the city, wmuld also give direct access to the 
numerous ferries plying to the northern shores of the harbour, Manly, &c. A projected station at the main 
entrance to the Botanical Gardens, near Lady Macquarie’s Drive and the Art Gallery, would accommodate 
a large amount of pleasure traffic. Tho cost of this line would be cheaper than that of any other route, as it 
does not necessitate the purchase of any valuable buildings, and for a considerable distance passes through 
vacant land. The most valuable building on the whole route is the one at the corner of George and 
Bathurst streets—Hepworth’s, the tailor. Next to that, the Naval Brigade Hotel, at the corner of 
Essex-street and George-streel is the most valuable. With regard to the George-street electric tramway, .
I do not think my proposal will make the slightest difference to it. When the first tramway was laid down
in Sydney, Mr. Goodchap had to give a distinct promise that when the Exhibition was finished he would 
take it up. On that promise the tramway to the Exhibition was constructed; we all know the result. The 
next tramway was for the racing people to Bandwick. Following that the whole of the tramways have 
been built. At that time everyone said the buses and cabs would be ruined. I, myself, laid out the line 
in Oxford-street, and every cabman who came along did his best to run over me. At first it was single 
line, and was subsequently made into a double line. The fact is that the growth of Sydney is so great 
that you may put down an electric tramway in George-street and it will not make any difference to the 
railway. With regard to electric tramways, J may state that I rode from Falcon-street to the Military- 
road on the electric.tramway nine months ago. If the tramway in George-street is the same as that, there 
will be a swaying, pitching motion of the cars like the pitching of a ship at sea, and the people will prefer 
the railway to the tramwray.

26—M 1980.
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„ . 1980. Mr. Fcyan.} Instead of having an electric tram along George-street would it not be possible to give
Iwsot ° ’ convenience required by means of a train ? I do not think so. Increased facilities cause increased
M.ie.E. traffic.

1981. President.] "What will be the length of the line ? One mile and 70 chains. The Benevolent 
1 April, 1897. Asylum station will be a true surface station. "We have heard of stations in Hyde Park, passing beneath

Liverpool and Park streets, described as surface stations, but as a matter of fact they are 20 feet below the 
level of Elizabeth-street. Prom Belmore-road to Campbell-street, across Belmoro Park and the Market 
there would be a viaduct with 40-foot spans. In preparing an estimate of cost L had no borings, but I 
assume the foundations to go down 15 feet.
1982. What is the length of your viaduct ? Twelve or 13 chains. I do not propose to disturb any of the 
streets excepting Devonshire-street and Pitt-street North. At Goulburn-street there are 20 feet of depth 
in cuttings, and from there to Bathurst-street it varies up to 30 feet.
1983. What is the length of the road which will be cut ? With the exception of 30 chains of tunnel in 
York-street the whole of the line is in an open cutting. York-street and some parts have from 3 to 5 feet 
of shale and bastard rock. At the Circular Quay the rails will be practically 12 feet below the present 
road—6 feet below means high-water-mark. With regard to sewers I am somewhat at a disadvantage, 
because I cannot get information as to their locality. The main sewer which falls to Bondi, in Ilarrington- 
street, I go beneath. There is one in Liverpool-street which I am above. There is a small one in 
Devonshire-street, but that is common to every scheme which crosses Devonshire-street.
1984. Now with regard to the cost ? I may state that yon have had a statement of cost of land put before 
you which told you nothing but that the land wrould cost £1,200,000. How that was arrived at I do not 
know. The Government officials in valuing land for a scheme not suggested by themselves' usually value 
it at ten times more than they would were the scheme suggested by themselves. I have prepared two 
estimates—one for a double line, and the other for a quadruple line; they arc as follows:—

jBstimaie of CoH—Vouble JA-ne. 
Land, 2J acres at £103,600 ..........................................................................

Works ................................................................................................................
Stations, &c.........................................................................................................

Contingencies, 10 per cent. 
Engineering, 5 per cent. .

Estimate of Co«t~QuadntpU Lint. 

Land, 3v acres ............................ ..................................................................

Works .................................................................................................................
Stations, &c............................................................................................................

Contingencies
Engineering

£259,000
-----------£259,000
138,182
140,500

£278,0S2 
27,868 
13,934

---------- 320,484

£579,484-

£370,000
---------- £370,000
224,928
156,500

£381,428
30.000
15.000

-----— 420,428

£796,428

FRIDAY, 2 APRIL, 1897.
fl regent:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. Pbedebiok Q'homasIlmrrHBby, M.L.C. 
The Hon. .Taves Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. CirAiiiYES James Kobetits, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connou, M.L.C.
Henby Clarke, Esq., M.P.

(President).
Chaules Alereu Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Eioo-an, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Ebancis Auoustiis Wright, Esq., M.P, 
Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.

’ William Greenwood, Assoc. M.I.C.E., further examined:—
W. 1985. President.] When we ceased yesterday you were about to give information with regard to the cost

Greenwood, 0f your scheme? Yes. I should like to correct an impression that has got abroad that 1 propose a 
l/l r1]’ terminal station at Circular Quay. My proposal is that wo shouid have a circular railway. With regard 

to the cost of the laud: The area required will be 2i acres for a double line and 3j| acres for a quadruple 
o April, 1897 hue. On the double line there will be 45 chains, 36 feet in width; on the four lines there would be same 

length, 54 feet in width. ,
. 1986. The Departments say that the lowest estimate is SO feet width ? They only require 80 feet for six

lines of rails.
1987. Mr. Hoskins.] But they require spare land on each side of the line ? No; they build, vertical 
walls about 4 feet 6 inches from the rails. There is no need to go beyond the ordinary bridge width.
1988. President!] You believe 54 feet is ample for four lines ? Yes.
1989. And you propose to have perpendicular wal]s ? That may or may not be. As a matter of fact the
ground in many places is of such a nature that you would not require a wall at all.
1990. Is 54 feet sufficient if the walls are perpendicular ? Yes, and it is if they are not.
1991. ' Then the question resolves itself into one of hatter ? That is a mere nothing.
1992. Are you prepared to give ns the details as to the cost of the land? The way in which 1 got at it
was this: 1 got the city assessments for the wards and I divided it by the number of acres of land in the
wards; that gave me the assessment value. To that I added one-ninth, the assessment being nine-tenths 
of the rental.

1993.
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1093. Howr do you get your result from that ? Tlie mean assessment value is £3,325 per acre; -to that ^
you add one-ninth, which gives you £3,695 per aero for tho average rental—I take it at £3,700. I take it 
at twenty years purchase, and that gives me £74,000 per aero, I allow 10 per cent, for compulsory M.I.C.E. 
purchase: 1 allow 10 per cent, for lessees' compensation ; I allow 20 per cent, for severance y aud that ^
gives £103,600 per acre. - i April, 1897.
1991. That amount is pretty well tho same as we have had placed before us on several occasions, excepting ' 
that the area taken by you is much less ;—supposing you had to resume 20 acres of land, the .cost would .
virtually he £2,000,000 ? I hope to show the absurdity of doing that. ”, ”•
1995. You have reduced the width to 54 feet? Tes. , •
1996. Jf we had a basis of 100 feet in width, you would reduce it by one-half ? Yes. , 1
1997. If we had a basis of 80 feet, you would reduce it to 50 feet, or three-eighths ? Yes. . , , , ,
1998. Then that explains a good deal of it? No; only a portion. Mr. Perdriau said it would, take! ■
130 chains to got from Jledfern to the Circular Quay on the west side of Elizabcth-strcet. To get from.
Redfern to Hyde Park you have 50 chains in length, but you only pass through- 20 chains, of private"
land., He assumes that, if you go on the west of Elizabeth-street, you pay for the whole of ^t, but, as a 
matter of fact, you only pay for 45 chains. The saving in length is in 30 chains from jtedfern to 
Campbell-strcct, no matter whether you go east or west of Elizabeth-street, for whicli you do no,t-pay.
•1999. Then what is tho total length of your projjosed line from there to the quay ? .Prom that point,to 
Bathurst-street it is 20 chains, whicli I pay for. Then I begin to pay again from tho northern angle of 
'Wynyard-square to Pitt-street to Cranes, which is 25 chains. "
2000. Your contention is that since from Bathurst-street to Wynyard-square the liue will be in a tunnel,'
you do not require to pay for land ? Certainly. , ,
2001. What is the length of your tunnel? Thirty chains. It has been suggested that there may be! 
compensation to pay. I point out, however, that the Postmaster-General has built a tunnel along 
Barrack-street, Clarence-street, and the whole length of Pitt-street, and 1 am not aware that ho has paid 
one penny compensation for damage to buildings.
2002. What is the size of that tunnel ? When completed it will bo about 4 ft. 6 in. in width and about.
7 feet high. '
2003. I suppose you could not get a safer place in Sydney in which to make tunnels ? You certainly,'
could not get a better place than York-street ‘ ■
2004. Mr. Hoskins.'] I suppose there is a greater probability of injury to property from tunnels along,
which trains weighing hundreds of tons pass than there is from shallow tunnels used to convey, the 
telephone wire ? That is not the case. So far as vibration from a train running through the tunnel of ,
sandstone rock is concerned, you will never know there is one there if it is once built. I have assumed
that 1 have purchased the whole of the land all the way through, but in England I should not do so. I 
should pay for the easement to go beneath the property.
2005. 1‘rssidcnt.] We have now got as far as Pitt-street? The rest is Government ground up to Circular’
Quay.
2006. Have you taken into consideration the ventilation of the tunnel? Yes,
2007. How will you ventilate it? By ventilating shafts along the street.
2008. Where would the outlet be ? In the centre of the street.
2009. Mr. Hoskim.] Like the sewers ? No; they might resemble tlie urinals in the street.
2010. What cover would you have in the streets ? Prom ten to twenty feet.
2011. Mr. Humphery.] What is the depth of the sewers in the streets ? Y'ork-strect is ou tho ridge, and '
the waters jail to Darling Harbour. There arc no sewers in York-street, excepting small pipes.
2012. Do you go below the sower in Pitt-street? There is ouly the Tank-stream there. There arc pipe 
sewers, but the fall is so great that you can do anything you like with them.
2013. Mr. Wright.] Where do you cross Pitt-street? At Union-lane. There is only the Tank Stream 
at Pitt-street which could be diverted alongside the railway. There would be no difficulty about that.
2014. President,] Can you give us the cost of your construction? You may take it roughly that it is 
£42 per yard right through.
2015. What is the cost of the portion from Bedfern to Bathurst-street? £65,000. That is for a distance
of 60 chains. The next 40 chains, including crossing George-street, will cost £81,000. If you deduct 
that from £225,000 it leaves the balance—say £79,000—for the remainder. That is for works. Yesterday 
I gave you the stations at £156,500, or a total of £381,428. To that you have to add £30,000 for con
tingencies and £15,000 for engineering. It runs to about £42 per yard for the whole of the railway for 
double liue, or £68 for quadruple line. ^
2016. Of which one-fifth is tunnelling ? Pea. There are the contingencies and engineering to be added, 
which will make it about £50 per running yard for double line, or £76 for quadruple line,
2017. Even if this work which you suggest were carried out, it would not be complete nor effective until
you joined Circular Quay with St. Peters. Therefore you have to continue that work at once, or provide ’
a temporary terminal station at Circular Quay, or build enough of the southern extension to shunt upon?
Yes, that is a very small quantity.
20J.8. Have you any estimate to enable you to judge what the eastern extension will cost? About 
£50,000 a mile for tlie whole distance. ' .
2019. How many miles ? One route makes it 14 miles—of which there would be only about 10 to constuet 
from Circular Quay.
2020. It would cost, then, about £500,000 right through ? Yes,
2021. What is the estimate for the shunting conveniences which would be necessary beyond your raihvay 
at Circular Quay ? The railway would finish at the Paragon Hotel. Prom there to Phillip-street there 
are from 8 to 10 chains spare ground for shunting.
2022. You take it for granted that you could use that for shunting purposes ? Yes.
2023. The question is whether you would be permitted to use it? I would point out that all the roads 
would cross to every point in the same way as they do now.
2024. But you first of all lay down four lines of railway. That means some obstruction. If you shunt
and move the engines’round it means that a considerable amount of traffic will be brought into existence 
which is not there now, and which might interfere with the ordinary traffic? No; cabs and other 
vehicles cross there now in such a way that you do not know where they are going. If they are confined 
to the roadway you will know where they arc going. 2025.
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W- 2025. Ton have stated that you will be 6 feet below high-water-mark at Circular Quay ? Yes.
^Assoc ' 2026. How do you propose to get to the North Shore boats ? The station will be somewhere near the 
M.I.C.E. revolving advertisement board. Being 12 feet below the roadway you could, if you thought fit, construct 

a subway for the whole of the passengers. _
? April, 1897. 2027. Do you think that would be satisfactory for the 6,000,000 people who at present land at. Circular 

Quay? Decidedly, I propose to shunt directly in front of tlie Custom House as far as Phillip-street. 
1 thou start upon a rising grade to take all the goods trafiic from the Quay. .
2028. Do you know how many passenger trains per day would require to come to Circular Quay ?
Probably 200. _
2029. Spread over a period of fifteen hours ? About that. I point out, however, that for every train 
coining in to the Quay there must be ten trams coming into the Bridge-street yard, where they can deal

* with the traffic without trouble. ...
2030. What area do you propose to shunt upon? Eight or ten chains in length and four lines of rails in
width. Pour lines with switches will be sufficient to do all that is required. The idea of shunting in 
front of the Custom House is only a temporary measure, my contention being that there should be a 
circular railway. ....
2031. Mr. Hoskins.] If it is a fact, as has been stated in evidence, that tlie railway station at Bedfern is
so cramped that it is no longer useful, except as a wayside station, where would you put all the rolling 
stock which is kept at Bedfern Station for the service of trains? Ninety per cent, of the. traffic will not 
stop at Bedfern. If the line is made as a circular railway, Paddington will correspond with Ashfield, as 
regards a terminal statilm, for about 30 per cent, of the trains ; 30 per cent, might go as far as Bandwick, 
and the remaining 30 pet cent, would complete the circle. The whole of the long-distance traffic, of 
course, would stop at Bedfern. _
2032. Then you do not propose any additional accommodation for the long-distance traffic? Yes; I
propose a new station in tho Benevolent Asylum grounds. _
2033. How much land do you presume would he required at your proposed new station? As far as the
rails and platforms are concerned, about 230 feet in width. .
2034. Would that make provision for the large amount of rolling stock which of necessity must be kept
at the station where there is the largest number of trains ? You still have the old yard at Bedfern left. 
You have the same room plus the room you get across Devonshire-street. .
2035. Then, if the station ou the Benevolent Asylum site were built, and the Department continued to 
use the Bedfern station for keeping rolling stock, you would, when you were forming trains to be 
despatched from the Benevolent Asylum site, require to run carriages between it and the Bedfern station? 
Yes ; if you were marshalling a train to go to Bourke, you would do as you do now,
2036. What do you anticipate would be the cost of the Devonshire-street station ? I have put down
£100,000 for it.' .... . ,
2037. Then, in reality, you wmuld have two shunting stations in addition to Bedfern, namely, tho 
Benevolent Asylum and the siding near the Custom House ? The siding at the Custom House is merely 
temporary. I am assuming that fhe Government will carry the railway right round.
2038. You propose that the railway should be 54 feet wide ? Yes.
2039. Is that sufficient for working the traffic between the Bedfern station and the Benevolent Asylum ? 
No. Although the railway itself would be only four lines wide, the Benevolent Asylum station platforms 
would be 250 feet in width.
2040. What would be the width of the road or roads between Bedfern and the Benevolent Asylum ? 
Between the building themselves there would be a width of 250 feet, occupied either by rails or platforms. 
There would be ten or twelve platforms to the whole length of that station,
2041. That would take up a large amount of ground, would it not ? 800 feet by 200 feet is not a great 
extent. It would mean about 5 acres of ground being taken up by the rails and the platform.
2042. I gather you do not anticipate that the Government will be subject to actions-at-law for damages
to the foundations of premises, caused by the construction of tunnels ? I do not say so. They are liable, 
of course, but I would he glad to undertake to cut down the whole of York-street vertically, from top to 
bottom, for a very small amount of compensation. _
2043. But would the contractors undertake to make good any aetions-at-law brought against them for
compensation ? They would. _ t
2044. If the contractors undertook to meet all claims for compensation would it not tend to increase the
cost of the work? No; because there is no danger whatever. Eor instance, there was not one penny 
paid in compensation in connection with the excavation of the new markets. _
2045. But that excavation does not abut on private property ? No ; but there was not a piece of stuff 
which fell.
2046. Will the whole of the tunnel be of solid rock? Yes. _
2047. Is not some of the Sydney sandstone rock very jointed ? Some of it may be. _
2048. Mr. Humphery.'] What would he the cost of your complete scheme, including compensation? 
£500,000 more tnan I have given for the line to Phillip-street.
2049. Have you estimated that that will cover not only the cost of construction but compensation for the
resumption of land between Circular Quay and St, Peters? Yes; but the figures I have given wilh 
regard to Bedfern and Circular Quay I am prepared to swear to. With regard to the others I am only 
expressing an opinion. _
2050. What width of resumption have you between Circular Quay and St. Peters ? Where land is dear
you would merely buy a vertical strip for a double line, but where it is cheap you would buy more and 
would not erect retaining-walls. _
2051. What portion of the 10 miles from tho Circular Quay to St. Peters, via Paddington, would be in 
a tunnel ? I could not say without taking a section.
2052. Then your estimates in connection with that line are approximate, and not the result of calculation 
or survey ? Yes.
2053. From the Quay to St. Peters, via Paddington, you have adopted the plan and scheme of the
Engineer for Bailways ? Yes. _ _ _
2054. So that the only portion of the scheme for a circular railway which will be original in your design is 
from Bedfern to Circular Quay ? Yes. It is only Ordinary engineering work to go round the suburbs. On

pages
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pages 4$ and 49 of the report of the Royal Commission on the extension of the railway into the City and 
the North Shore Bridge connection, Mr. Deane boils down the whole of the schemes to three, and pins his 
faith on the scheme marked “ L.” My scheme betters “ L.” He says :—

The value of any proposal must be rated according to the extent to which it complies with the following require- __„
mente. For convenience of working the traffic, it should have either a large space for a terminal station, or should have a -i 
loop for returning trains, so that shunting may be avoided, or it must form a complete loop of itself. [I form the complete “ ‘ ’ '
loop by making the circular line.]

It should be capable of extension to the North Shore, either by bridge or otherwise ; it should pass through the 
present Bedfern station, in order that this may form one stopping-place ; it should be capable of extension to the eastern '
suburbs, and should be continuous with such a line, so that passengers may he able to travel without change between those 
two suburbs and to any part of the city. [That, my scheme does.]

The line should be in cutting or on viaduct all or nearly all the way, and tunnel or covered-way should be avoided as 
much as possible, on account of the difficulty of properly ventilating the same, a difficulty which, in the climate of Sydney 
and with the smoky coal, is a very serious one. [They told you the other day there was no difficulty in ventilating a 30- 
chain tunnel.]

Mr. Deane’s scheme, marked “ L,” is to cost £2,000,000 to get to the Quay, aud I propose to do 
it for one-third of the money, including land resumption. "With regard to the ‘‘D” scheme the report 
states:—

On the condition that suburban traffic only is carried beyond Redfern, he sums up tlie pro and rwiof the proposal 
thus :—“Advantages of modified route—(I) Takes the western side of George-street, and therefore serves the suburlian 
traffic best; (2) allows of terminal station if required at Harrington-stroct.; (3) allows of loop if required instead of terminal 
station; (4) allows of connection with North Snore by bridge ; (3) allows of connection with North Shore by any other 
method, as by tunnel, equally with any other scheme; (6) can he extended past Circular Quay; (7) cau be extended to 
eastern suburbs. ■
The only disadvantage which he sees in regard to the line is the great cost in resumption. ■
2055. President.] It is further north than yonrs ? That is the beauty of it. His line is too low down.
Purther on he says :—

The position of the loop, as suggested by Mr. Munro for the modified lino, is quite practicable, but it misses tho 
best station, Wynyard-square.
That is where I have a station. There is not one thing which Mr, Deane recommends which I do not do.
The Chief Commissioner and Mr. Deane say in this report that the long-distance traffic is not to go beyond 
Redfern station, and that is what I say too. On the whole, there is not one objection raised by Mr,
Deane in this report which could be applied to my scheme. .
2056. Mr. Humphery.] Have you kept in view the strong opinion that the goods and passenger traffic 
should be kept separate ? I do not lose sight of that. I propose that yon should have your goods stations 
on the circular railway. There will be no goods stations at the Town Hall, "Wynyard Square, or Circular 
Quay ; but the trucks will go alongside the ships if the ships arc at the Quay, and the produce can go 
straight into the ships. The wool also can go direct into the stores.
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TUESDAY, 6 APHID, 1897.
present:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, Esq., M.P. (Peesihent).
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Frank Parnell, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq,, M.P.
John Lionel Pecan, Esq., M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq,, M.P. 
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq,, M.P.

Oswald McMaster, Civil Engineer and Contractor, sworn, and examined:—
2057. President.] Are you accustomed to the construction of railway works ? Yes. O. McMaster.
2058. .Do you desire to lay before tho Commission a scheme which you regard as the best for bringing
the railway to the city? Yes. I will describe the scheme “A,” which provides fora station at the 6 April, 1807. 
position now occupied by the District Court, and also takes up 2 acres of the Domain at the rear of the 
Colonial Architect’s present department.
2059. .1. believe the route you suggest is similar to that of the Railway Commissioners and all other routes,
until you pass Liverpool-street, and then the line takes a turn to the north-east ? Yes. I may explain .
that although I adopt the same route as the Railway Commissioners, I do not take the same amount of 
land. I allow the same amount of monej^in the resumption, although I only provide for four lines instead 
of six. The features of scheme “ A ” arc as follows :—

This scheme, which is shown in red on plan, has for its principal feature the utilisation for the central station of tho 
Government property at the top of King-street, now occupied by the District Court, &c., with a loop-line running round 
the Domain and back to the station for the working of the suburban traffic ; and an extension to tho North Shore, to con
nect with the North Shore and Hornsby railway at a point near the present terminus at Milson’s Point. It also provides an 
intermediate station at the intersection of Albert and Macquarie streets, with a level approach from the Circular Quay. 1

Land required.
It is to be noted that the only land required for this scheme will he the 2J acres of Government property at the 

top of King-street (together with a small piece of the Domain at the back, now but little used); a narrow strip at the 
King-street end of Hyde Park ; and a belt, less than 1 chain wide, extending from near the Technological Museum 
round the lower portion of the Domnin at the back of the Art Gallery-----
2060. AYould that be open? Yes ; it would bo built on piers.
The only resumptions required will he in that portion of the line between Bedfern and Liverpool-street, and the extent 
of these to he used for railway purposes will be less than in the Railway Commissioners1 scheme, owing to the reduction 
in the number of lines |of way between Bedfern and the central station, as subsequently explained. If it be deemed 
advisable to construct the railway through Hyde Park by the cut-and-cover method, as shown on plan, then the. rehole of 
Hyde Park mil be left m its present, stale, and no porlion of the line, on the, Sydney side, mil pass under any private buildinit 
or through, any pnr-alc property between Liverpool-street and Port Macquarie, or even to Lavender Bay.

Description of scheme.
The description of this scheme is as follows Starting from Redfern station, four lines of way will he carried over 

Devonshire-street and through the Benevolent Asylum grounds and Behnore Park to Liverpool-street, along the same 
route, and m a similar manner to that described by the Bngincer-iu-Chief for Railway Construction for the Park-street 
proposal. Passing under Liverpool-street, the lines will he carried under Hyde Park by tlie cut-and-cover method, 
where the depth helow surface does not allow of tunnelling, and under Park-street to a point near the King-street end 
df Hyde Park; where they will curve into the central station at the top of King-streot. My object in carrying the

raifwaj'
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0, McMnster. railway underground is that there may he no interference with the surface of the Park. As far as cost of construction 
/—, goes, I estimate that there would ho a saving of over £60,000 by keeping the line in open cut throughout, and this would 

6 April, 1897. no doubt meet with the approval of the Kail way Commissioners, by reason of the increased facility of working. Still, if, 
in the opinion of the Royal Commission, it is thought undesirable to encroach upon tlie Park. I would submit that the 
fact of the line being covered would not occasion any discomfort to passengers from smoke and fumes, such as might be 
the case with a deep underground railway. In the present instance the lines would be so close to the surface that \ery 
excellent ventilation could ho obtained throughout by means of ventilating jjrids—suitably spaced at frequent intervals— 
and causing inconvenience to no one.

Central Station.
Tlie central station, as proposed, will occupy the area of Government property hounded by Macquarie-street and 

. St. Jamct’-road- -about acres in extent—and will also extend hack a short distance into the Domain. The station
building will be three storeys high, the two upper storeys above the level of the street, to provide the office room required 
by the Railway Commissioners, and the lower one for station accommodation at platform level. Entrance to the station 
will be provided from King-street, at the present level of the street, by means of steps leading down to the different 
platforms, as in tho present suburban stations, and also outlet to or from a now road to be constructed between retaining- 
walls from Elizabeth-street, -at the junction of St. -Tames’-road, passing under the lines and coining out m front of 
St. Mary’s Cathedral, as shown by neutral tint on Plan A. This road will be 100 foot wide, and will give access to the 
station for cab and other vehicular traffic, as well as providing for the exit of passengers from the various platforms.*
The loop-line to which T refer, after passing out of the central station, goes in an easterly direction, and 
then north to within a- short distance of Woolloomooloo Hay ; it then turns round under the Botanical 
Gardens in a westerly direction, and returns to near the northern entrance of the central railway station, 

* pretty well parallel with Macquarie-street. The tunnel commences about the Curator’s house on the
edge of the Botanical Gardens, and1 continues until the line returns to King-street. _
2061, That is to say, the first half, as you go east from the proposed central station, is open? Yes; and 
from there, as it turns and enters the Gardens again near Woolloomooloo Bay, some of it will be open and 
some underground. Tho whole of it can be kept underground through tho Gardens.
20G2. If the Commission determine to adopt your scheme it will be possible to have the whole of your 
loop in tunnel excepting near to "Woolloomooloo Bay, where there can be an open resting-place for your 
traffic? Yes. _ _
2063. Mr. JTmiphery,~\ "Would a 12-ehain curve lengthen the line ? Yes, about one-eighth of a mile.

St. James’-road will be left in its present state, the levels being in no way interfered with. It is to be particularly 
noted, as a feature of this seheme, that the centval.station-building will not require to be so large and costly as that proposed 
in the Government scheme, since, with the loop-line as shown, there will he no necessity to provide more than six, or at the 
outside ten, platforms under the main roof, and these, being required to accommodate only one tram at a time, can be made 
considerably shorter than those shown in the Government proposal. With the loop-hue there will also not be the ckmger of 
collision, essential to a scheme in which the central station is a dead end and where a considerable amount of shunting will 
he required. . ■ .

From the back of the central station, as proposed, the line will he taken in open cut through the Domain to a point 
near the Art Gallery, and thence as an elevated railway round the lower portion of the Domain and adjacent to Cowper 
Wharf, Wooiloomootoo Bay, passing into a tunnel (under the main drive to Mrs. Macquarie’s Chair) at a point near the 
residence of tho Curator of the Botanical Gardens. A station can be very easily provided at V\ oolloomooloo Bay if so
desired, though, personally, 1 see no great necessity for one in such a position at present. .

The dotted black lines on plan represent an extension which would be valuable for various purposes, including 
possibly coaline, shunting, and spare carriages. , j

If it he deemed expedient to proceed with the North Shore connection at the same time as the city extension—and 
I very strongly advise that this should lie done—then three or four lines will bo canned from the central station (as shown 
on diagram)—two to serve the North Shore traffic, and one or two for loop-line purposes only. After entering the Botanical 
Gardens the three (or four) lines will be carried below the surface to the stone wall which runs between the upper and 
lower gardens, whence the loop-line will curve back again (in tunnel) to the central station ; and the two North Shore 
lines will swcco round uhder the Garden Palace grounds, in front of Government House stables, to the intermediate 
Circular Quay station at the intersection of Albert and Macquarie strocis. With the l-m-50 grade for which the line is 
designed, there will he no disturbance of the surface throughout the Botanical Gardens and Garden Palace grounds,
2064-5. Have you a platform iu proximity to tbe Water Police Court in your scheme ? Yes ; and it will 
be 20 ft. below the surface, the proper depth for convenience of working, and more convenient than on 
the surface.

- Cirmilar Quay Slation.
This will be an underground station, cut out of the solid rock and open to the air above, to which access will he 

obtained on tlie level of oveiMiridge by an airy and well-lighted subway, to be constructed from the Circular Quay beneath 
Albert-street, It is thought that this station will prove a great convenience to passengers from the western and eastern 
suburbs who wish to travel by tlie various ferry steamers from the Circular Quay to Manly, Xeutral and Mosman’s Bays, 
&e., and especially so at holiday times. 4 t ^ .

From the Circular Quay station tlie two lines to North Shore will continue in tunnel to Tort Macquarie, as shown, 
and thence under the harbour in a double subway of special design to Beulah-street, Kirribilli I'oint, whence they will be 
taken underground on a rising grade to connect with the present North Shore and Hornsby line at a new station midway 
between Milson’s Point and the head of Lavender Bay.

Subway under the Harbourt
No scheme for the city extension cau he considered complete which does not provide for connecting with North 

Shore, and for bringing tlie rapidly-increasing traffic on the North Shore aud Hornsby line, either over or under tho water, 
into the city. In the present scheme provision is made for taking two lines under the harbour in a double .subway, about 
f ,700 feet long, consisting of two cast-iron tubes, each 20 feet in diameter, encased in concrete, and having a concrete 
lining. By adopting two tubes in preference to a single large section of subway ihe^ ventilation will bo much improved. 
Large ventilating shafts will be provided on either side of the water, and each train as it passes through will then draw the 
air in the tube after it, and there will be no coufusion of air currents from trains travelling in opposite directions, as would 
be the case in a single subway with a double line.

Construction o/Snbway.
The method in which it is proposed to construct the subway is as follows First, a strip of the bottom of the 

harbour along the line of section will be dredged until the .surface mud and silt have been removed and tlie surface of the 
underlying clay exposed. Then into the excavation thus formed the sandstone spoil obtained from the excavations for 
the line on both sides of the water will be tipped, and well rolled in layer1*, the finer portions of sandstone and sand being 
carefully filled in between* the larger blocks of stone, so as to form a homogeneous mass. A layer of blucstone ballast 2 feet 
thick will then be spread on the sandstone, and the top surface rolled level and well consolidated by means of a heavy roller.

' It may be thought that it is not practicable to roll under the harbour, but it is practicable if you load the 
roller with leader other material: if the lead weighs 13 tons it will only weigh 1 ton less under tho water. 
It is practicable to take a large roller underneath and roll tlie sandstone.

’ 2066. President.'] Has it ever been tested ? Yes; it has been done m rivers. I have done it myself. 
'The depth would be about 55 feet. ______ ._______________

* Note (ou rcH-sion) :-^This subway will carry .tram ways, if desired. It is required for convenience only, as it admits 
the traffic to the city deouending in place of climbing ; so that to enter ihe station you descend, and to leave the station 
you also descend.
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20G7. Tou have no doubt a l-in-50 grade would bring you from the described station at Albert-street to O. McMaeter. 
the deepest part of your tunnel ? Yes. --- ,

Ihe subway will then be built ou shore in lengths of 50 feet—enmplete all except the internal lining—floated out, ® 
sunk, and connected together under water by divers, no difficulty being anticipated in tins part of the work. At the ends 
special armncciiienta will be made for tlie eonuectiug up of the subway from bulkheads Dear tlie emla of the sections of 
tunnel ou either side of the water. This method of construction is held to be both feasible and economical in a case like 
the present where shield tunnelling is out of tlie question, owing to the quantity of overlying silt and the depth at whicli 
a shield-driven tunnel would have to be carried,
, The clear waterway over the top of the subway when completed will be 40 feet below high-water-murk, a height far 
ui excess of any pi’obable requirements^ and at the depth at which the subway will be founded the velocity of the tidaJ 
currentwul be so slight that the tendency to cause scour or silting-up will be practically nil. The maximum pressure, due 
to dead and live load, which can come upon the foundation of the subway will be less than a quarter of a ton to tlie square 
foot, a quantity well within the limits of safety, and it is not at all probable that there will be any subsidence in the 
loundation ; however, to be absolutely on the safe side, piovision is made for correcting any such variation that may occur 
by spraying in cement and sand through tubes spaced at frequent intervals over the bottom surface of the subway. The 
subway will be on the level throughout, the ruling grade of the line cm each side of the water being 1 in 30, as against a 
gradient of 1 in .-JO, which, it has been stated in tlie evidence given before the Commission, would be required in approach 
to any bridge between the City and North Shore, giving the necessary clearance for masted vessels. The cost of the 
subway would also be considerably less than that of any bridge that could be huiit over the harbour,
Tlie cost of my subway throughout, including tho dredging and putting everything in place, will not 
run above £1/0,000 that is for two lines of railway. 1 estimate the cost of the line from Bedfern station, 
including the loop-line, the station-buildings, and back again to King-street, at £586,000.
2068. That is the complete scheme to enable you to work a terminal station ? Tcs; it is a complete city 
scheme.

North Shors Approach.
The line on the North Shore side has been kept under tho streets as much as possible, in order to avoid resumption. 
It will rise from the Beulah-street end of the subway ou a grade of 1 in 50 to near the front of the North iShore 

station, which it is proposed to construct at the position shown on plan. ‘
lltt total cost from the loop to !North Shore will he an extra £f380,000. so that I should connect Bedfern 
station with Milson’s Point at a cost of £866,000. ’
2069. .3£r. 2Iump!ievy,~\ But the Circular Quay station would not be practicable unless you extended the 
hue to ^orth Shore ? It certainly could be used in the city extension, but it would be in tunnel, and 
would not ho very convenient to work; hut it would cost so* little extra to take it to North Shore, and the 
Circular Quay station would essentially he a North Shore station. *

N'cAeajif' Ji.
, “l,1^ opii'Mi of tho Cora mission, it is deemed expedient to have the central station in Hyde Hark, then T n on Id

sulnmt for their consideration the scheme shown on plan marked B, which embodies all the points of scheme A, vir., 
the loop-line, intermediate station at Circular Quay, and connection with North Shore by means of a subway. The 
resumption required on the Sydney aide in this scheme 1101113 also bu nil (between Liverpool-street and Fort Macquarie), 
’VfiT 1 ro,1^e hes everywhere through or under park lands and Government property, with the exception of that portion 
li 1 v wlll®ll,Passes Ull(lcr 9ie centre of Macquarie-street, and this portion will he kept everywhere well clear of
tho buudingdines of that street, so that there will be no damage to property or disturbance of the foundations of buildings.

As will he soon from the plan, a central station is provided at the King-street end of Hyde Park, with anew roadway 
for vehicular traffic, similar to that shown ou tho Government plan. This station, however, can he made of smaller 
dimensions than in the Government proposal, owing to the reduction in Hie number and length of the platforms, due to the 
inclusion of the loop-line in the scheme, as before referred to ; and the additional area of the Park, in front of the station 
required by the Railway Commissioners for shunting purposes, will not be necessary in this scheme, so that the total 
encroachment on the Pork will tie only C acres, as against 12 acres stated to be required for the Government proposal.

A’owfe B.
Prom Redfern to the central station the route followed will be similar to that m the Raihvay Commissioners 

scheme. After leaving the central station the line will curve under the District Court, &c., at the back of which it will 
come to the surface again, and it then follows practically the same route as in scheme A, with the exception that in this 
case tlie loop-lme will return to the central station by way of Macquarie-street, as shown on plan.

J he cost of this scheme will be, approximately, tho same as for scheme A.

Sugijevtiong for Working Traffic.
Should it be deemed advisable to adopt either scheme A or seheme B, including the North Shore connections, then f

would suggest that the railway traffic might be worked in the following manner ;_
t 1 trains from tlie west and south, after depositing passengers at the central station, to run round loop

and back to Redfern, for cleaning, inspection, &c. ; long-distance trains from the north to come by way of North Shore 
lino to tlie central station, und thence to Redfern for the same purpose.

2. Suburban trains from the western suburbs to Parramatta, from the Northern Line, between Strathfield and 
Hornsby, and trom the Illawarra suburbs, to be so arranged that a certain percentage would run round the loop back to 
the central station, and start thence again to their respective suburbs, the loop being sufficiently long to allow of a number 
of trains lying there till their starting-limes. The remainder to continue ou (stopping at the Circular Quay station) under 
t le harbour and by way of the North Shore line to Hornsby, thus providing n continuous service between tho western 
subitrbH, &c., film the North Shore mid Hornsby line, and riV-c versa.

In conclusion, my opinion is, firstly, that tho city extension is a very urgent matter, and should he proceeded with 
at the earliest possible date ; secondly, that the route followed should ho on the eastern and not on the western side of the 
city. Gpon the question of whether the Royal Commission considers the utilisation of Hyde Park for railway purposes 
expedient or otherwise will depend the position to be adopted for the central station—and this is really the crucial point 
oi the whole matter ; hut in any case I would strongly oppose the idea of any extension which stops short of King-street 
and from tlie many persons I have conversed with on the subject 1 am certain that the majority of the travelling public 
are also of my opinion. Either of the schemes which I submit will serve the public convenience in this respect, mid they 
also make provision for otner requirements, which wiU certainly have to be dealt with immediately upon the completion 
otthe city extension, and which should consequently be considered therewith.
20/0. Mr. Zee.] You would como through tho Benevolent Asylum und Beimore Gardens, as proposed by 
the Hallway Commissioners ? Yes.
2071. ^ ou would make no alteration until you got to Liverpool-street ? No.
2072. At Liverpool-street you would keep deeper to get under the Park, instead of keeping on the
surface, as proposed by tho Commissioners ? Yes. .
20/3. "What would the cover be composed of? Brick arches or iron trenching.
2074. ’Will the cover be above the surface ? No ; 3 ft, or 4 ft,, under. °

Practically ^ 110 a tunnel ? Yes ; but it will bo much cheaper to construct, .
207G. Mr. MumpJieri/.] What will be the length of your longest tunnel ? Two-thirds of a mile 
20/7 Mr. Zen.-] You propose to take 3 acres of the old Brigade Office ? Two and three-quarters there, 
and 2 acres m the .Oomniii. 0074;
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0. MeMaster. 2078. Do you propose to take tlie present frontage to Albert-street ? I would take tbe site now occupied 
by the District Court, the Barracks, round by the road to the Domain, and then take 2 acres square in 

6 April, 1897. back of the Domain, never now used.
2079. Would that interfere with the Mint? Xo.
2080. What would he tlie effect of having that railway station alongside the Infirmary ? They would 
never know it was there. You could not see it from the Infirmary. ■
2081. It will practically be a eitjr station ? Yes; but there will be no outlet into the Domain, Itivillbe
in Macquarie-street and King-street. _ .
2082. And there will always be the noise incidental to working a large station? There will he^a noise,
certainly; hut I do not think it will be any greater than what is made by the tram traffic in Klizabeth- 
street—not so much. _
2088. At all events you would take inside the Domain wall a square 2 acres? Yea; it would interfere 
only with one little road, which might he shifted a chain.
2084. It would block the road P Yes; hut it could he moved out any distance, being on the lerel surface.
2085. Where is your next resumption ? I have no more resumptions then.
2080. Would your trains he running above ground between that point and Woolloomooloo Bay ? Yes ; 
on brick arches, or you could fill the ground in.
2087. - Would the arches he sufficiently high to admit of traffic underneath ? Yes. _
2088. Do you cross the head of the bay or keep to the foreshore ? We keep inside the Domain the whole
way. ,
2089. Aboveground? Yes; until we get round near the Curator’s house, and we go almost under his 
house.
2090. jfr. ]£wmplieri/.'\ What is the estimated cost of the loop? First, fourteen chains would cost 
£5,000—that is what is above ground; the loop from the Domain would cost between £29,000 and £30,000.
2091. What is tlie length of the loop ? About a mile.
2092. Would there be any platform ? It has been proposed to put a platform opposite Cowper Wharf, 
hut I do not think it is necessary.
2093. It would be practicable ? Yes; you could como out almost level with the Art Gallery.
2094. With much additional cost ? Only the cost of the station and platforms.
2095. Mr. Lec.~\ That could he done at any time? Yes.
2096. Mr. Wright.'} Would it not interfere with the purpose for which you design the loop ? Xo ; but 
it would mean another station.
2097. Mr. Humphery.} How would it he practicable to have the station at the Circular Quay, in connection 
with your scheme, for a loop from King-street round Woolloomooloo and hack to King-street? It will 
he easy, but you will have to go down near the wall in the Gardens, and the line would have to be out in 
the open in places.
2098. Do you mean it would be a lengthening of your loop ? It would make the loop larger, and you 
would go nearer to the shores of the Cardens,
2099. Would it be practicable to have the loop larger and provide a station at the Circular Quay ? Yes, 
and come up Macquarie-street.
2100. Mr. Wright.} Would it be practicable without destroying any portion of the Botanical Gardens ? 
There are certain portions of the Gardens where you would have to run on the surface.
2101. Mr. Humphery.} What would be tho increased length of your loop, and the additional cost ? It 
would increase the loop about three-quarters of a mile.
2102. Would it double the cost ? Xo; it would cost about £15,000 extra. _
2103. Would you he able to provide all the necessary conveniences in connection with the terminal 
station in the same way in which you propose to provide them by the plans submitted ? Yes; you could 
do everything else, but the curves at Circular Quay station would be rather sharper.
2104. What would be the difference in the curves ? I think the curves rounding on Circular Quay 
station, in the loop, would he about 8 chains.

WEDNESDAY, 7 APRIL, 1897.

THOMAS THOMSOX EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).
donx Lionel Eeoan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, lisq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright. Esq., M.P. 
Euank Faenell, Esq., M.P.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphrey', M.L.C.
The Hon. .Tames Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles .Tames Egberts, C.M.G.,M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq, M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.

Frederick Harrison Quaife, M.D., sworn, and examined:—■
F, H. Quaife, 2105. President.} Have you any scheme which you desire to place before us? Yes. I hand in a plan—■ 

“ portions of sections 33 and 34 of the city of Sydney—upon which I delineate a portion of my idea and 
also a tracing unincumbered by any buildings. '

1 2106. Will you read your statement? Yes ; it is as follows :—
A modification of the 1890 Hyde Park scheme proposed by the Commissioners, saving a considerable area of the 

Park, and giving an area for the terminus equal to that stated to he required.
Levels of tlie important points are official, kindly supplied by Mr. Deane, who also supplied a practicable curve 

(railway).
My remarks refer to the area for the station and yard at Park-street, and some important ones to the levels and 

conditions of the southern quarter of the Park.
Plan is drawn on a copy of the large city official map—sections 33 and 34—on a SCI de of 40 feet to the inch.

M.D.

7 April, 1807. i

Boundaries of the, Land.

Castlereagh-street, north-west comer, to a point SO feet along King-strcet East, .beyond the Supreme Court about 
400 feet; from that point to Park-street, parallel or nearly so with Castlereagh-street, ah out 1,440 feet; from Park-street 
point 145 feet to within 15 feet of south-east post of entrance to Park ; thence curved lin e of )2-chain radius to a point 
about 30 feet from corner north-east of Synagogue; thence a line proceeding to that corner and along the northern 
boundary of the building to Castlereagh-strect; thence back to starting point at Kiug-sti -ect, about 1,205 feet, along east 
alignment of Castlcreagh-street. It
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It might be necessary to take about 45 feet more at Park-street, east of above, and thence to .ioin the second line 
tbroimh thed’ark to a point about iiSO feet from Park-street; aud, also, a strip along Park-street east of that, sullieient for 
a. roadway. The area of this land is nearly 13 acres, and includes all that is wanted for the station buildings, platforms, 
lines, and approaches.

To this should ho added tho rest of the site of St, James’ Church, and that part of St. James’-road cast of tho line 
from King-street to Park-street, ou the eastern boundary of tho station ground. Of the above addition there are almost 
two-thirds of an acre, and it is meant to bo added to the Parle in lieu of some taken away, ll is bounded east by a curved 
line from the church to the entrance of the avenue. It is shown by red and black linos in tho plan.

Contents of Principal Area,
1. Tower and about one-fourth of tlie church,
2. Supreme Court and Land Titles Office,
3. Western half of St. James’-road.
“I- Part of the Park--]90 feet wide in the straight, and lessening at each end.
5, Elixabeth-strect from King-street to the Synagogue.
li. JIarket-street, east of Castlereagh-strcet. °
7. All the property from the Synagogue north boundary to King-street.

Appurtenance*.
Area taken from Park is n acres, and 7§ acres to avenue are left, including two-thirds of an acre more, added as 

described above.
„ Of tliis area the State already owns a large portion, viz, I. Tlie Supreme Court and Kegistrar-General’s office. 
2. J 1m land on which the High School stands and on to Market-street.

The sijuaro block at King-street, between Elizabeth and Castlereagh Streets, and also all south of Market-street to 
Synagogue would have to he resumed ; this should be now much lower in value than formerly. There is not much good 
property on it. The old Court-house would have to be replaced probably where the Mint is, and that could be moved out 
to spare ground in the Barrack area. Such an institution should not occupy so magnificent a site as it does. A good part 
of the ground m Castlcreagh-street has only rookeries and hoardings on it. Of course the church would have to be paid 
tor, niul it is unfortunate that a fine new building should have been erected for an additional Cnurt-huusc close to it; but 
that is after all a small matter if tile great public convenience of n railway terminus is considered.

hour hundred feet are taken because I understand that Mr. Eddy considers it necessary, or less of the Park miffiit be 
interfered with. ' D

Tlie expensive and fine Synagogue is to be carefully preserved and this limits our facilities of approach as we must 
enter tlie ground from tlie south to the eastward of the central line of the station. The gentle curve necessary on the 
western side eonvemently causes the widening of Castlereagh-strcet by about 30 ft, making it about 02 ft. wide, which
would give hue room for the great vehicular traffic which would be concentrated there. We still then get about 370 ft. of 
width for the station.

■ u have followed as closely ub possible the published plan for tho Park-sireet station, and have provided room for 
similar platfonnsand lines ; also an interior cab-road to go in at Castlereagii-street and rise over two of the westernmost 
lines to a road out at the Synagogue, on a grade of about 1 in 13, for 170 feet, then a level or slight rise over tlie bridge. 
Beside the .Synagogue, a road nearly 30 ft. leads nut to Castlereagh-strect, and has a gateway to Blizabeth-strcet; also a 
ren c- . ?n§ ^ Ic ^yRago&ue wall. There also on the Castlereagh-strcet front is provided a large luggage office,
100 x So it., with a second front to a road-spacc opposite tbe Synagogue, but separated by a wall from the roadwav 
mentioned above. Such an oflice is provided in the Park-street plan, and is to be on the surface of the ground, and have a lift 
nom the long western platform to its floor. This may be done hero, hut 1 would have underneath this building a basement 
which imwht he used for electric power plant for tlie lighting of the station, and also for part of the power necessary for 
working the tramways proposed to he converted from steam ones into electric ones. It would he found probably more 
economical to run the current from this central point than from the Kushcutters Bay station as proposed, and if necessary, 
the room could be extended nearly up to the Synagogue, giving a veiy large space indeed.

Room in the yard is provided for seven distinct platforms from 20 to 27 feet wide, with the necessary room for tho 
lines between, as proposed by the Commissioners’ plan. The bridge at Park-street is also made wide enough for all tho 
lines required with two supporting piers, each 3 foot 9 inches thick, with room for three lines between tlie piers and abut
ments and four lines between the piers.

The levels shown are official, and give plenty of headway by raising Park-street from ] to 2 feet over the bridge, and 
an easy grade on each side to Elizabeth-street and towards College-street. I think a fall of about I foot in the 5S0 from tho 
ends of the platforms will require a 2 feet rise at Park-street, more fall would of course require less. According to Mr. 
Beane, a rise of 2 feet 6 inches to 3 feet at Park-street would take them out level.

The level for the rails at the platforms is 64 feet, being 3 feet as required below the level of Castlereagh-strcet at 
market-street, or bi feet. The other levels at vanousjiomts are_shown on the map. The land rises on each side in Castlc-

1 eastern 
L from

,t ... _ - x------ — ---------- - Aiuui Castlereagh-Btreet to
the eastern wal], and this would he advantageous, as tunnels to the Quay and the eastern suburbs could run out from Ihe 
last pairs of rails under 1 Inllip-streot and so on into Macquarie-street with plenty of head over them—^0 feet being 
required for a double tunnel but 15 feet ur upwards for a bridge (10 or II feet left over the tunnel). A tunnel can mu 
along Macquarie-street to the Quay without any compensation—payment by keeping it on the eastern side of tho street. 
J he level of the station would provide for all sanitary arrangements. The platforms are all of the same length as in the 
proposed plan, and the carnage road is 30 feet wide. -

^ •King-street there is a widening of 10 feet for the extra traffic, and a roadway for cabs to the front of the station 
at the least part 3j feet wide, and oa these cabs would be all taking people to the trains they would merely set down and 
drive away,^ Ihe cab-stand would be in Castlercagh-street. I do not presume to go into station arrangements, except in 
bo far as to indicate what seems practicable. The genera! level is so near that of tho land at Castlercagli-street side that 
there would bo everywhere very small descents to the platforms by cither steps or inclined planes.

, . , TJ,le acl'oss th® Park at Market-street, would he provided for by either an over-head bridge nr subway from 
which, il necessary, communication with the platforms can be made, and ticket offices provided for requirements 

ihe trams along ElizabcUi-strcet would be diverted across the Park-street bridge, and wmuld

F. H. Quaife, 
M.D.

7 April, 1897.

as light as possible, and its eastern edge would rest on the railway boundary wall, the other on the ground and eastern 
platform on iron posts ; it would have to be about 22 feet or 24 feet wide. The curve at Park-street could be made much 
easier than the present one at Hunter-street, and there would he a gentle rise from Park-street to King-street Here note 
that as the trams are probably to be converted into electric, the works would he much lighter than necessary’to carry the 
present steam trams. J v

As the great mass of traffic would puss to and fro, west of the station, it would be a great advantage to remove tho 
trains as proposed, as the traffic would no longer have to pass over the tram lines, and the entire tram traffic would be 
virtually only the length of the Supreme Court further away. I consider this point of especial value.

, advocating this plan it is well to point out that there has been a great increase in important offices and buildings 
within an easy radius of the site. Castlcreagh-street, Elizabeth-street, beyond King-street, and Phillip-street, are becoming 
more used, and as the area required becomes greater, Woolloomooloo, near the ifater, will bo taken up more and more 
Also the eastern part of the city, Darlinghurst, &c., should he considered. 1

If the station is west of George-street, the eastern part of the city and the eastern suburbs will be left out in the cold 
as the people will have to cross the mam business parts of the city to get to it, while a railway to the east will bo rendered 
almost impossible by the tremendous cost of ground and destruction of important buildings.

The main features of advantage in this plan are :—
I. Its central position for a station, taking generally the city and suburbs, and the easy distance from it to the most 

import aut centres.
2G—N „
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2. The ease with which lines can he taken to the east and the Quay, when required.
3. Tlie comparatively small amount of valuable property to he resumed.
4. Half of the property required is already in the hands of the State.
5. About 7 acres of the Park are saved, and possibly more may he on revision by the experts.
6. The removal of the old Court-house and St. Janies’ Church will he no loss, hut rather a Iwon to the architecture 

of the citv.
7- Tlie station is close to the general traffic, especially since the cable tram has been introduced. _
8. The cost of construction of the proposed electric tram in Park-street would he saved—some £12,000 or flu,000. 

I should think this may he put against the removal of the new Gonrt premises built next the church.
9. The proximity of the station to the great hotels aud boarding-houses, clubs, public offices, the Library, Domain,

Botanic Gardens, Hospital, Ac. „
10. Tlie widening of Castlereagh-strect would he a great advantage, and would probably quite make up for tho 

closing of Elizabeth-street at the part required.
11. The great advantage of ending at King-street, so much nearer the centres than Park-street.
12. The southern part of the Park, where the new station is proposed, is much tlie better planted and grown than 

the northern part. Along the middle of it is a high ridge, from Bathurst-street to tho avenue, and on this are 
the finest trees, and there is such a height here that by curving the line east from the Unitarian Church a good 
head could he got over the lino, and tunnelling might get under those very fine trees without injuring their roots. 
North and south of them the ground might be opened, cut down, and, as much as possible, re-covered in. Near 
Park-street there is no valuable timber, as an inspection will show. Tho trees in the northern section arc 
mostly old : Numbers have lately been lopped to make them grow better. If the take in the southern part is 
injured a new one might he constructed somewhere else in the Park to make up for it. The drainage wilt probably 
rather improve matters than otherwise in such a shaley soil. How little the presence of a high cutting injures trees 
may he seen near the Cleveland-street bridge, where there are some very fine and old trees in the grounds of St. Paul’s 
Church, Kedfern, which abut upon the railway yards.

The objections no doubt are :—
]. Mechanical—This the raihvay engineer alone can settle, hut I have, so far as I know, avoided any.
2. The closure of streets—The gift of a fine raihvay terminus will quite make up for this.
3, The compensation—On any other route, the Park excepted, this will he simply enormous. It should lie taken on 

the land tax returns sent in by the proprietors, and with the usual additions for compulsory resumption and for 
buildings.

The block next Ki ng-street no doubt ia the most valuable. The High School might be removed to the vacant semicircle 
at the Colonial Architect’s Office, a much more suitable and quieter place; and, as I said before, the Law Courts to tho present 
site of tho Mint.

It would he fully worth the money to bring the station to King-street, and tlie additional distance would he only so 
much nearer the Quay for any extension.

1 do not see wdiy so much provision for horses and carriages should ho made as proposed ; there are about ■'540 feet 
of line frontage in the Park-street plan. All the racing stables I think are out Bandw'iuk and Waterloo way, and room for 
horse-box trains could be most conveniently got at Redfern or on the Benevolent site ; but a little room for casual purposes 
may be easily supplied, and in my plan would require a little extension of the width of the Park-street end of the enclosure; 
this is shown in the plan.

Taking Mr. S. Perdriau:s values, as published, the area of the land from the Synagogue to Market-street is about 
£230,000, the King-street block £102,000—making £362,000. I would remove tho Mint to Green’s Road at the Barracks ; 
remodel the whole site on which it stands, adding the space out to Albert-street from tlie Domain to Macquarie-street. 
On this area there should be room for fine law courts of all kinds, a new- High School, in a much quieter and equally 
convenient position, and a New St. James’ Church, equally convenient with the present. The whole might be named 
Victoria Crescent, to commemorate the glorious reign soon to bo celebrated.

2107. Tou have made a statement with regard to the cost of the land to be resumed between Castlereagh- 
slreet and Elizabeth-street, hut you have not given us any statement of tho cost of the erection of a new 
St. James’ Church, Supremo Court, and Eegistrar-G-eneral’s Office ? No, With regard to the law courts, 
some day—whether the railway goes there or not—the question of new buildings will have to be faced. 
As far as I can see, the only space suitable for them—to provide buildings worthy of the city—is the space 
where the Mint is.
2108. Tour scheme carries with it the resumption of the block of land between St. James’-road and King- 
street, with buildings thereon, and also the block of land extending northerly from the Synagogue to 
King-street ? Tes.
2109. Hut the amount of park resumption is limited to 5 acres instead of 12 ? Tes.
2110. Tou propose to widen King-street and Castlereagh-street? Tes.
2111. Tour scheme, however, closes Elizabeth-street, and renders necessary a deviation of the tram-line ? 
Certainly.
2112. What area, in addition to the 5 acres of the Park, do you propose to take ? The whole area between 
Castlcreagh-street and Elizabeth-street.
2113. Tour central station, then, would be bounded on the west by Castlereagh-street, which would be 
widened, and on the north King-street, which would he widened ; then at Phillip-street you pass into 
the Park, and take that area until you come to a point pretty well north, or midway between Market- 
street and the Synagogue, and then you come down easterly to Elizabeth-street—or do you propose to 
extend your area from Phillip-street’to Park-street? Tes. There will he a high retaining-wall right 
through to Park-street, excepting that there willbe a little extension to the east at Park-street to accomo
date horse-boxes and so on, if necessary. My area would be practically the same in extent as that 
proposed bythc Railway Commissioners, with this addition: the area would he considerably longer than 
the Elizabeth-street and Park-street plan, and would, therefore, bo in their favour. I understand from 
some of the evidence given the other day that one of the difficulties is to get a long enough position^ to 
enable them to have a clear sight and ways. This plan would, I think, be between 150 feet and 200 feet 
longer than the Liverpool-street to Park-street plan.
2114. As a medical man, how do you view the curtailment of parks in a city like Sydney ? If Hyde Park 
were the only park within a long distance, I would be one of the last to meddle with an inch of it; but 
when I know there are upwards of 200 acres of park land, including the 40 or 4o acres of Hyde Park, 
within a stone’s throw, which for beauty and sanitary purposes are infinitely superior to Hyde Park, and 
when I know that the convenience of millions of people is involved in bringing the railway into the city, I 
cannot for one moment hold the opinion that Hyde Park must be absolutely sacred. I look upon it as 
just as righteous and proper to take the necessary piece of Hyde Park for a great railway terminus, in 
order to bring about an improvement in the traffic conditions of the people, as to erect a great building 
like the Art Gallery in the middle of the Domain. If there was no objection to doing this, there can be 
no objection to taking this small area of the Park. At the same time I do not put my plan forward as a 
better scheme than the Hyde Park scheme of the Railway Commissioners, but 1 think you must come to

‘ some

Y9 ■
P. H. Quaife,

M.D.

7 April, IS97.
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some sort of compromise. I would sooner not spend a large sum of money to shunt the railway to the west, ^ H* Quaife,
in order to spare the Park; but I would sooner spend that large sum of money in having the raihvay
than leave the Park alone and not have it. I cannot believe that any enlargement at Pedfern will serve » '7^TT'
tlie people. I have a map of tho city of Glasgow, which has a population of 600,000 to 800,000 people. 7 pnl' 1897‘
1 spent five years there thirty years ago; at that time there were tivo railway stations there—or, properly
speaking, three, because there was a station on tho south side of the Clyde, near the bridge, that belongs to
the Caledonian llailway Company. They had another in the north part of the town, in a very awkward
and inconvenient position, frorti whicli the mail trains to London started. The North British railway
station was on a very convenient site, close to George-square. It is a small station, and they had to work
the trams up and down a tunnel, on a steep grade, ky means of a cable. What lias been done since then.
Jne old College the University of Glasgow—not a stylish or handsome building, but one hallowed to 
generations of Scotchmen by the work it has dono, and also the University grounds in the east end of the 
city, have been sold to one of the railway companies. There is now a fine station on that site. When I 
left they were building the Union station at Enoch-square, near the water. It communicates principally 
with the lines on the south side of the river. The Caledonian Company, finding they were out in the cold 
on the south side of tho river, got power to resume a largo block of land in Argyle-street, and they built 
a magnificent station there, simply because they had to compete with the Union and other stations round 
about. As a matter of fact there aro now five central stations in the city of Glasgow, all within 
eamparatively easy, reach of the business centres of the city.

. -ihe companies paid large sums of money for the lands you have described ? Tes.
2116. Ihe University, I suppose, profited by the large sum of money paid for the resumption of land for station purposes ? Tes.
2117, In the present instance you propose to take from the people a recreation ground, without giving 
them anything in return? Ho we not give fhom a magnificent railway station,

P6,0?-^6 lvh0 generally make use of the Park would not use the railway station? But there are 200 acres within a stone’s throw.
2119. Not as convenient? Tes, as convenient and better. How many yards is it from the centre of this 
piece ot land to the entrance of the Domain near St. Mary’s Church, and how many poor people go into 
that part of tlie Park ? Many are afraid to go into Hyde Park because of those who are there. Ilvdo 
if- -i 7-at. any ra.te Part question—is by no means an airy place. If the houses facing
Elizabeth-street, opposite the part of the Park proposed to be taken, remain, there may be some obiection 
to depriving them of their frontage: (I do not think so, however)—but, as all the property to Castle- '
reagh-street would be taken, that objection fails. Castlereagh-strect, is wholly and solclv a busiuess 
street, and will become more of a business street if the railway goes there. I believe Hyde Park contains

exercise in. Tlioh there are thefrom 40 to 45 acres, and surely to goodness 35 acres is enough to _______  ___  ___
Botanic Gardens and the Domain within a stone’s throw. The people who cannot walk from Tfvdi Park 
to the Domain to recreate themselves do not deserve to bo considered, "
2120. Mr, Blank.] Some of them are too footsore to walk ;—you are raising the question as to whether 
certain people have any right to a foothold ou tho earth at all ? T Bkould like to know why they could 
not walk 150 yards, and he in a better position and in a part of the Park that is better kept. This part 
ot the Park which seems to be thought so desirable for these people is the very worst part. It slopes 
west. It you go there on a hot summer's afternoon you will find the people lying under tho trees, such 
as they arc, and all tlie wind they get there is the west wind, which is not a healthy one. On the other 
side ot the avenue they get the east and south-east breezes, which are better. The question in my mind 
oi’oi m W°!th w . to ,exPeRd a large sum of money to buy land to escape taking part of the Park, 
i t> ui ,eno 18 anot'ier question,—Is it necessary to have another central station when you have one

at Bed tern i 1 do not consider Bedfern in tho city at all; it is one of tho most stupid of places for a station, r J
2122. Is it not nearer tho centre of the city than any other so-called central station in Australia? On 
the contrary, it is the worst possible place.
2123. Name one which is nearer to tbe centre of a capita! city? I think both the Melbourne stations arc nearer,
2124. Itbink if you struck the centre of the city you would find it very near to Bedfern station ? No ■ 
OIO- w’l6 ?°rn0r of H-Vtl0 Park- Thec y°u llave to look to the extension of tlie city northwards.
2,110■ W.hat. Purpose is to be served by moving the station ? Bringing the traffic to the main avenues of communication.
2126. President.] Tour attitude is this—although you view with apprehension any curl ailment of the 
park area, you believe that there are national interests which would iustifv us in taking 5 acres of it 
seeing that there is so much other park land available ? Certainly. ’ ’
2J.27. Ton would take park land only as a last resource ? Tes. X would be prepared to spend a .good 
deal of money to escape it, but I do not think it would be wise to resume such properties as you find from 
GastJercagh-street to litt-street; you would resume property which would cost no end of money I think 
it is better to sacrifice a piece of tbe Park than to do that, especially in view of the fact that there will be 
so much lelt 1 have seen it advocated that, if tbe railway went round the western side, tho station might 
bo placed in Wynyard-square. That is a beautiful little Park, with a great deal of advantage to the people 
round about, and I cannot for the life of me understand people arguing that a station should be put m 
it, seeing that they would not get one worthy of the name. That Park would be absolutely destroyed 
but m Dvde Park we have a piece which, in my opinion, can be spared. If you were going to take the 
whole of Hyde Park I would be opposed to it. s

T3VSSDAY,
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TRTJESBAJ, 8 APRIL, 1897. 
Jktscnt:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq,., M.P. (President).
John Lionet, Pei;an, Esq., M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Erancis Augustus Weight, Esq., M.P. 
Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.

The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Eoiskrts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
The Hon. Daniel O'Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee; Esq., M.P.

Oswald McMaster, Civil Engineer and Contractor, further examined:—
0. JlciMaster. 212S. President.] I want you to describe the advantages of the loop-line over such a dead-end platform

,--- n as that at Bedfern? My loop line saves the two lines running hack to Bedfern to take the engines to be
8 April, 1897. cleaned. Another advantage is that it entirely avoids shunting arrangements, and does away with a large 

item of expenditure in tbe shape of points and crossings. It also affords more room for idle trams.
2129. And reduces to a minimum any likelihood of danger in the station ? Yes; that is impossible, because
there are no points and crossings. j f t j2130. Mr. Hoskins.] You propose that there should bo some place in the neighbourhood ot Lady 
Macquarie’s Chair for cleaning engines r Yes ; not so far down, hut opposite the baths.
2131. Do you know how much room the Locomotive Department occupies at Bedfern lor that purpose . 
Yes. This would only be for the running trains, and quite different.
2182, Do they not occupy about 30 acres ? Not so much. They use it for locomotives and tenders and 
for storage room. Mine would only be used for the daily traffic, for immediate use only. ‘
2133. President-] AYould a loop-line and a resting-lino he sufficient ? Yes, it would accommodate all the 
trafiic whicli can he anticipated for many years.
2134. Mr. Hoskins.] 1 suppose you know there is very little flat land between the baths and Lady
Macquarie’s Chair ? I do not go past the baths ; only as far as the baths. . ,
2135'. President.] With regard to the extension to North Shore, you propose to pass round the loop m 
order to get a grade winch will enable you to have a station at Circular Quay at sufficient depth to enable 
you to pass through the subaqueous way ? Yes. ' __ . r i- i
2136. What is the grade ? Die steepest grade I have anywhere is 1 in 50, and that is the ruling grade
throughout the Milson’s Point line. _ _ _ .
2137. You also contend that your scheme can ho extended, and join the North Shore line, between
Milson’s Point and the head of Lavender Bay ? Yes. , '
2135. Supposing it is not wise, for financial reasons, to extend the line to North Shore at present, you 
cau so locate it that it can eventually he extended ? Yes; that is one of the features of the scheme.
2139. It would provide for a loop round Government House, which would meet present requirements. 
Yes. The proper thing to do then would he to take an 8 or 10 chain loop from below the Albert-street 
station and proceed in front of the Garden wharf in front of Government House, and return to the same 
station, at the Water Police Court, which would work the slow suburban traffic. The fast suburban traffic 
could he worked on the loop shown on the plan. The two loops would work admirably with each other.
2140. The first loop would not be wasted under any circumstances ? No.
2141. And the second loop would not be wasted when you extended to North Shore? Certainly not.
2142. In vour scheme, going to Woolloomooloo Bay, you take the people coming tun Bedfern, or eventually
from North Shore, away from that part of the city'lying between Circular Quay or Albert-street, and your 
central station near the statue. Might it not he possible to locate your contra! station more to the east, 
by which it would be closer to tlie city. By this means tho people would he more in touch with the city 
all along? That could be done. _ . T
2143. Arc there objections to it? Yes. One is that, bringing the line on a higher level than what 1 
advocate at Circular Quay, would necessitate a further expenditure going to North Shore. _
2L44, 'Would that he a serious expense ? No ; but it would be of very little advantage, excepting that it 
would bring the Circular Quay station a few chains nearer to the Quay itself. The total distance from 
the floating-jetty on to the Circular Quay station, under my present scheme, is 8 chains, which might he- 
reduced to 5.
2145. Perhaps it might he better to put your extension to North Shore under the Albert-street station .
Yes; but in making the loop at Circular Quay, ] propose that the train should come out on the surface. 
It might come out at the Man-of-war Steps. .
2146. But that will not do to go to North Shore ? No ; hut it would not increase the expense from tins 
Circular Quay station to the North Shore, because is would be at the proper level. _
2147. If the central station were in the Park, abreast of the mouth of Market-street, it would he 30 feet
lower than where yon propose to put it. Saving that 30 feet might permit you to take a more direct road 
to Circular Quay? It would. The 30 feet you gain by not rising to the top of Albert-street would 
allow you to come out on the surface at Circular Quay; but that would not permit you to go onto North 
Shore without further expense. ' _
2148. I presume you claim for your station that it will he in closer touch with the people at Woolloo
mooloo, Potts’ Point, and the eastern suburbs ? Yes. I claim that the cable tramway running along there 
would be an advantage to mv central station, and it will not he far from the Elizabeth-street station.
2149. Against that, von will grant this :—That people who arc walking to the station or using any means
of transit, except the tramways, are removed to a worse position, just the distance that Elizabeth-street 
is from your station. They have to walk that much further? It depends on which position you take as 
the centre of population of the city. ,
2150. Mr. Lee.] The hulk of the railway traffic would leave the train at your central station at Albert- 
road ? Yes.
2151. That would he further away from the intersection of King and Elizabeth streets than the proposed 
Hyde Park station ? Yes.
2152. It would he still further away for those passengers who get out at Market-street and Park-street by
tram ? Yes ; but, against that, you are nearer Hunter-street and the north-eastern portions of the city, 
whjeh are equally important with those on the south whicli no>Y b-YTe Bedfern. 2153.
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2153. Would the people who noiv get out at Market or Park streets be likely to use a train which would McMaster. 
put them down at Albert-road ? No; but if you had a station at Park-street many people would want to 
take a train on to Hunter-street. 8 Arni*
2154. Your argument really is that it is impossible to devise any system which will serve the whole of the 
people? It is absolutely impossible. My scheme allows for an extension, and it is in an elevated and

' picturesque position, and capable of being enlarged to any extent as time will demand.
2155. President.'] You recognise that the Redfern Station has become so dangerous that something must 
be done? There is no getting out of that argument; it is quite unsafe.
215G. And you propose to extend four lines into the city aud to establish a central station at Albert-street, 
your reason being because of its accessibility to the eastern suburbs and the present and prospective means 
of transit by tram through the city. The land there is not valuable and it is an imposing central site ? Yes, 
and it is not occupied at the present time and snits the eastern suburbs connection.
2157. Prom there for the fast traffic you propose a loop to go to Woolloomooloo Bay, and an extension to 
the eastern suburbs, which will be of benefit to shunting and working tlie fast trains into the central 
station ? Yes.
215S. You propose to extend that to such a level towards Circular Quay that you will be able to pass 
under and to join the North Shore line as described ;—yon also intend to have a loop under the Govern
ment House grounds to shunt the slow trafiic, which does not require to go over to North Shore; the 
scheme is complete in itself in giving access to Circular Quay, and it carries an extension to the eastern 
suburbs and North Shore ? Yes.
215f). The question of a station-site at Albert-street, although you regard it as the best position, does not 
dominate the scheme? Certainly not.
2100. The general idea might be obtained, perhaps, just as well by taking a portion of tho Park, or by 
resumption of some place a little to the west of the Park ? Yes.
2101. You think that the loop-line round Government House grounds might be done away with, seeing 
that you are going to shunt your traffic on tho loop near Woolloomooloo Bay ? Possibly by a system of 
points and crossings, which would not be dangerous, because they would be past or at the rear of the 
platforms.
2102. Mr. Zee.] Where would the proposed subway from the central station to Elizabeth-street come 
out? About the hack of the Lands Titles Office, in the Park.
2103. That would necessitate taking a little of the Park? Yes, about 100 ft.
2104. Would it interfere with tho ordinary road traffic? No; it would give more facilities for it. It 
would bo 100 ft. wide with a headway of 20 ft.
2.105. Would it be an eyesore ? Anything but that.
2100. I suppose the eubvvay would carry a tram ? Yes; but they are already there, and might just as 
well run over the top but may also rim through the subway.
2107. I think yon will admit that a tramway service in connection with the railway should he part and 
parcel of it ? It might he worked with the present svstem by putting the tramway through the subway.
2108. Have you worked out your estimate of cost? Yes; it has been carefully goue into aud checked.
It is estimated on the basis of tbe work I did on the Milson’s Point railway; aud I would be prepared to 
put down a substantial deposit as good faith to carry on the work.

.Tobn Upward, Mayor of Ashfield, sworn, and examined:—
2169. President.] Can you give us any opinion as to local thought in your municipality with regard to J. Upward,
the extension of the railway ? The people along the western suburbs line are unanimous that the prescut -n
terminus is not in the right place, and that their wants are very badly served. 8 April, 1897.
2170. Y'ou desire an extension into tho city? Yes.
2171. Why ?. Passengers are at present put down about a mile from tho centre of business, which is an 
inconvenience. Eor the majority of the people it means taking a ’bus or a tram. Transhipment 
from one to the other means a loss of over five minutes; then there is the slower conveyance, which means 
a further Joss of seven or eight minutes. It means the loss of from fifteen to twenty minutes on each 
journey.
2172. Is it your opinion that those who travel to their business in the city, through the absence of a city 
raihvay, lose approximately half an hour of their time ? Fully that.
2173. ’Where do the Ashfield people desire to have the station located? I think the majority would be
better served by a station between Eiug and Hunter streets, ’
2174. Ho you regard King-street as a fairly central position ? I think the block between King aud
Hunter streets is the most central in the city. The further away from there the more unsatisfactory it 
will be. ' ”
2175. Ho you regard the junction of Castlereagh aud King streets or King and Elizabeth streets as 
fairly central positions ? Any part of the city ranging between Ken t.-s tree t and Castlereagh-street.
2176. How would you view an extension on the western side of George-street ? If taken in connection 
with a circular line I think it would be most satisfactory.
2177. What is your view with regard to a station approaching or somewhere near Circular Quay? It
would he of immense use, because of the large traffic from North Sydney, Mosman’s, Manly Beach, and 
Watson’s Bay. " “
217S. You think the railway should be extended, if possible, to the Quay, because of the travelling public 
there, aud those whose business lies with the ships and wharfs ? Yes. My idea is that one of the various 
loop-lines which have been suggested would be the best. It would require a large amount of space for a 
terminal station. Such a scheme as that which Mr. Norman Selfe has suggested seems to be one which 
would serve tlie convenience of tlie public most.
2179. If the people of Ashfield could be placed by railway in the vicinity of Castlereagh and King streets, 
and then on to Circular Quay, they would probably be well satisfied ? Yes.
2180. And if it were possible to bring the liue closer to George-street, and terminate it at the Quay by a 
western route, they would also be satisfied? Yes.
2181. Mr. Zee.] Ho you think a central station on tbe site of the old Brigade Office would he convenient
lor western suburban passengers ? It would be more convenient than the present one ; but I still adhere 
to my opinion that a circular line would be most convenient;. 2182.
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J, Upward. 2182. Supposing that, in the event of that not being practicable, it were brought in on tho eastern side 
only, do you think a station in that position would meet the requirements of tho bulk of the city and 

S April, 1897. Westem suburban people? Of course it would bo much better than the present terminus.
2183. Would it not place them in this position—that the saving in time between Bedfern and the station
point would be at least half the time it now takes to come down in the tram? Yes ; there would be a 
saving of time. , ,
2184. Do you think the passengers would be likelv to leave tbe tram at Bedfern, and seek their oflices by
means of the tram down George-street—that is, if King-street were made tbe terminus ? Only a few. 
I myself would have to take some other conveyance to tlie end of Circular Quay.
2185. If the line is brought in on the eastern side, you are of opinion that it should be extended to
Circular Quay ? Yes. _
2186. Thereby giving the large number of business people on the northern end of the city easy access to
their places of business, and enabling tbe traffic by ferry to get direct communication to and from the
suburbs ? Yes. ' ...
2187. You think it would be wiser to extend to Circular Quay than to allow the station to remain in the
centre of the city ? Certainly. _
2188. Do you think the present and prospective traffic would justify the extension? Yes.
2189. President.] A scheme has been suggested to land the passengers somewhere near the new markets,
and then extend towards Circular Quay;—would that meet with disapproval ? No, One great reason 
why the western suburban people wish for an extension is that owing to the congested state of the traffic 
at Bedfern there is a constant fear that the accidents which have happened of late may recur. _
2190. Then you are always travelling with apprehension? Yes. With regard to the goods traffic, it 
appears to me to be absolutely unnecessary to consider a line for goods trafiic round the waters of f?ort 
Jackson, Sydney being a distributing depot. Every day I am brought in close contact with the

’ discharging of cargoes around Sydney, and I know that only a fractional part of the quantity whicli 
comes into Sydney is ever required to go direct up country.
2191. Mr. lioberts.] Are you the proprietor of one of the bonded warehouses? Yes ; the Metcalfe Bond.
2192. And you have a thorough knowledge of the shipping trade of the port? Yes.
2193. Do you think the present facilities for the export and import trade will be sufficient for the next
twenty-five years;—you know the head of Darling Island, where the Government has built wharf’s? 
Yes. I have no doubt that it will have to be availed of, or a better scheme provided along Darling 
Harbour than we have at present. _
2191'. Do you think there is not any necessity for bringing the railway round the wharfs of Darling 
Harbour or Circular Quay? No ; not for goods. Of course, it is hard to say v, hat the shipping will 
be in twenty years time, but as far as we can see ahead, we have plenty of wharfage accommodation.

FRIDAY, 9 APRIL, 1897.
Jirmnt:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (Peesident).
The Hon. Ebedeiuce: Thomas Humehebt, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Bobeiits, O.M.G., M.L.C.
Henby Clarke, Esq., M.P.

John Stinson, Mayor of Burwood, sworn, and examined:

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Began, Esq , M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Ebancis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

J. Stinson. 2195. President.] The Commission wish you to give your views with regard to the extension of the city 
railway, and to refer to the inconvenience from which the Burwood people suffer, and which we may 

9 April, 1897. presume would be remedied by the extension ? So far as I can gather it is highly desirable indeed that 
the railway should be extended. Anyone who travels regularly by tbe suburban trains will see the 
immense amount of inconvenience occasioned to travellers by being deposited at the outer edge of the city, 
and having to find their way down as best they can. They suffer not only inconvenience, but a loss of ten 
minutes each way, so that really out of a day’s business hours, of seven hours, a business man loses twenty 
minutes each day going to and from his office. That is over and above what you would have to expend in 
travelling if the railway were extended to King-street. _ _
2196. What about the question of the apprehension of danger? That is a matter which has prevented 

' many people from settling in the western suburbs, and it is one strong reason why many of them are 
seeking a home elsewhere. They know from bitter experience that there is a certain element of danger 
in travelling into the Bedfern Station, particularly in the busy hours of tho morning. Knowing that a 
great deal of shunting is being done there, the danger is ever before them. I can speak of several residents 
who are looking out for a home elsewhere for that very reason.
2107. Are you prepared to express an opinion as to what portion of the city would be most suitable for 
the suburban residents to reach ? With regard to the passenger traffic, I think the general impression is 
that the route should be by Hyde Park, The terminal station, for the present, at any rate, should bo 
somewhere about King-street—on the site of the Supreme Court buildings. Of course I do not mean to 
say that that ought to be a permanent terminal station. _ _
2198. Do you attach any weight to an extension to Circular Quay ? I think that ought to be tbe ultimate
object, possibly with a view to connecting with the North Shore railway. I think the old Supreme Court 
buildings might be profitably removed, and that a portion of Hyde Park might also be given hp. Although 
it is spoken of as one of the lungs of the city, I think a portion of it might be lopped off, especially as tho 
harbour constitutes such an immense lung, and one of which the city can never be deprived. I think 
sentiment ought to give way to commercial advantages in regard to the Park. _
2199. Mr. Lee.] If the central station were placed on the site of tho Benevolent Asylum would it meet 
the case ? It would not; it might just as well be left where it is as go there.
2200. Would the extra fare into the city deter passenger traffic ? No; because a large number of people 
who use the tram now pay more than what extra fare would be. At present tho Government lose a very 
large amount from people travelling on foot, who would otherwise use the train right into the city. In 
the mornings, particularly, a large number of people walk from Bedfern or take ’buses to their offices.
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2201. I believe that in fine weather many walk as a matter ot exercise ? I do not think, if tho train were !• Stinson,
running to King-street, many people would alight at Bedfern for the purpose of walking as a matter of n 
exereise. J
2202. Boos not tho present tram service offer facilities which the railway would not offer by putting 
people down at certain streets ? Tes : but it is indisputable that during the busy hours of tho day most 
of the passengers get out at the same street. In the busy hours of the day King-street is the centre of

■ all the tram iTaflic.
2203. Mr. Wright.] The Government have submitted a scheme for a permanent station at Hyde Park 
between Liverpool and Park streets;—in yonr opinion, would that position be central enough to meet the 
requirements of the citizens ? I do not think it would. If we are going to have a city railway at all, wo 
ought to have it at the most central point, where the traffic is concentrated.
2204. Bo you think it is correct to contend that the centre of the city lies between King and Hunter 
streets? I am not prepared to say that is the most central portion, hut I know there is a very great 
deal of traffic finding its way into the trains at Hunter-street and King-street—larger than is found at 
any other point on the tram route between King-street and Eedfern.
2205. Is there not a larger traffic at Market-street than at Hunter-street ? I think not,
2206. If the officials say there is, are they likely to be correct ? Of course, I wmuld not set up my opinion 
against theirs.
2207. At any rate, between Market-street and Hunter-street the great city traffic is conducted? Tes; 
so far as I have been able to observe.
2208. Mr. Clarice.] Bo you say the Supreme Court would he the best site for a station? Tes.
2209. I presume you would remove St. James’ Church and utilise that block? Tes.
2210. Tou do not think the proposal of the Commissioners to go to Park-street is suitable ? I do not.
2211. Tou are aware that it is necessary to have more room at Bedfern than there is at present ? I am.
2212. "Would a new station on the site of the Benevolent Asylum be suitable for the general public ? I
do not think it would be wrorth the trouble and expense of constructing it.
2213. Tou arc a "ware that the electric tram is shortly to run down George-street ? Tes ; it will supply a 
different service from that which is now' supplied from the railway station.
2214. Would not that suit the public equally as well as a railway into the city? I do not think so, 
because it will necessitate a change at tlie Bedfern Station, loss of time, and so on.
2215. Bo you not think the tram is quite ns convenient to the public as a raihvay would be? 1 do not 
see why the George-street tram could not be worked in eoniunction with the cify railway.
2216. Would you then have ns many passengers for tho railway? I think so. If the passengers using 
the city railw'ay did not get in at King-street or Market-street they might use the electric tram to Bedfern 
and take tho train there.
2217. Would not the tram and the railway be competing with each other ? T do not think so, when they 
arc both running in the same interests.

Hon. John Macintosh, M.L.C., sworn, and examined:—
2218. President,] I understand you desire to be examined purely from the Sydney aspect of Lie question Hon.
before us? That is all. ' ~ J. Macintosh,
2219. Bo you wish to make a statement? Tes. Twenty-eight years ago, all to the nortli of the present kl.L.C.
railway-bridge at Bedfern comprised tho railway establishment of New South IVales.—that isfromBevon- ^ Aijni^igO" 
shire-street to tho railway bridge. That was hardly occupied; tho result being that tho Government' ’ "
gave Albert Park to tho Corporation—not requiring it for railway extension. Since that time, Barling 
Harbour has been established. There are large works at Clyde, with 100 waggons frequently waiting
there lor produce to be delivered. 1 think, if the present railway were extended to Belmore-road, it would 
be the most central part of the city, and would be for the convenience of the people. I will point out 
that tho Kail way Commissioners require one quarter of Hyde Park on the north-west side. It is about 400 
feet in width, and is a narrow' spot for a railway station, 100 feet would require to be taken on the west 
side for a road to widen Elizabeth-street; a road would also he required on the eastern side. The Belmore- 
road site will give length and breadth for any permanent establishment. I take it that there must he no 
break on our railways from Perth to Townsville. It is inevitable that some day or other a bridge must bo 
built across to North Shore. I think the Government should resume land on the eastern side of Barling 
Harbour parallel with the middle of Barker-street oS Bathurst-street, When we make a through trunk
line to go across the harbour, there should be a platform at the bottom of Market-street. 1 think, if the 
Bail way Commissioners use Hyde Park at all. they should use the w-hole of it. In view of the good “ get 
away” there is at Belmore-road, I think that is the most suitable place for a station. The tramways are 
convenient to it, and the difference in cost between travelling in them and in a railw'ay into the city w'ould 
be only one-half penny or one penny. The time lost in travelling by tram or ’bus to any portion of the city 
would not ho more than two or three minutes. If it is intended to'gel to the eastern portion of the city, 
a tunnel could he made from, say Margaret-street, underneath George-street, along to Circular Quay, and 
from there we could go to wherever is thought proper. I think a continuous line is desirable. Ten or 
fifteen minutes would take any passenger by tram or ’bus from tbe furthest corner of Sydney to the 
present station, and the railway would not .he more than two or three minutes quicker. Personally, I 
think we require an improved tramway service. J would have no objections to filling up Barling Harbour 
almost to the bridge, and to making a higher road where Iho present Pyrmont Bridge is situated. 1 do 
not think Barling Harbour is utilised as much as it ought to be. There is a large amount of empty space, 
and almost every owner has encroached upon the public land. The extension of population cannot be to 
the north of Beimore Park, but it is going on all round—west, east aud south.
2220. Mr. ILoslcins.] It lias been slated that if a terminal station is constructed at Belmore-road it would 
cost about £350,000 and no revenue will he received, whereas if the railway is extended to Hyde Park 
the revenue from passengers will pay the interest on the money spent ? I cannot conceive that that is 
correct. T look upon the matter as altogether beyond a money matter; we must look for the convenience 
of the general public.
2221. Mr. PLumplie.rii?] A suggestion has been made that instead of the terminal station being at St.
James’-road, it should be placed on the present site of the Government .Architect’s office, and that there

should
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J Macintosh ^10U^ a loop-line at the back, so that, instead of having a great number of lines for shunting purposes, 
' M.L.C. * tra®c could bo worked by means of a loop ? That plan was considered by a Koyal Commission some 

years ago, but there were a number of objections to it, X opposed it because it is not the way to get 
S April, 1S97. through to Brisbane.

2222. Assuming it would he possible to connect from there with tho North Shore line would you see any 
objection to the plan ? Yes; it is impracticable to make a bridge from the east of Xilizabeth-street.
2223. What is your objection to the site I have mentioned ? It would take up too much of the land 
about there. The Mint would have to go and also the law offices. I do not think it would he a desirable 
place, seeing that the Infirmary, which cost about £250,000, might have to he disturbed.
2224. I asked the question on the assumption that that property would not be greatly interfered with;— 
do you see any objection to the railway being brought from Eedfern to that position, other than the fact 
that it would be impracticable to extend it to Milson’s Point P Yes ; it would not be central, it would 
be nearer Potts’ Point, but it would bo further from Balmain, the G-lehe, and Surry Hills.
2225. Do you see any objection to the line passing through the Bark, assuming the terminal station to be 
beyond it? Yes ; the Park being for the use of the public ought not to be disturbed if it can be avoided.
2226. Do you wish to convey that you are of opinion that the passenger traffic should be carried to 
Darling Harbour ? I have no objection to seeing a platform there.
2227. But do you propose that the railway should be extended there ? It should follow the present line. 
A siding could be made at Evcleigh, and you would have a straight course onwards. ■
2228. Then your idea is that the passenger traffic, instead of coming to the Bedfern terminus, should be 
deviated so as to turn off where the goods traffic goes to Darling Harbour? Yes; that is, for through 
traffic.
2229. Then you think there should he a different line for the through traffic, and that the suburban" 
passenger traffic should be landed at Belmore-road ? Practically speaking, the main railway station of 
Sydney should be a side station for through passengers. As I have already stated, there cannot be more 
than two or three minutes difference to a passenger going to any part of Sydney by tram, and Id. 
difference in fare.
2230. Do you not recognise that instead of there being two or three minutes difference, the actual 
difference is about half an hour daily? I think it would he impossible for any man to prove it would he 
ten minutes difference.

TUESDAY, 13 APRIL, 1897. 
present:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).
CuAttLEs Alered Lee, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Geobue Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wruiut, Esq., M.P.

F. W. 
Fursons.

The Hon. Eeedemck Thomas Humphehy, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G-., M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.
Prcderiek William Parsons, Mayor of Strathfield, sworn, and examined:—

2231. President.'] Are you prepared to speak as to public opinion in Strathfield with regard to city 
railway extension ? Yes.

I3A ril 1897 ^^y I011 desire the railway extended, and have you any special part of the city which you
p ’ ‘ desire to reach ? It is unanimously thought by the people in tlie western suburbs generally that there

should be some alteration to the present terminus. Some months ago large meetings were called in 
nearly all the western suburbs, and resolutions were unanimously carried to the effect that the time had 
arrived when some alteration should be made at Bedfern, and when the railway should be extended to the 
city. All the meetings were agreed that it would not he wise for the residents in any way to hamper the 
Government by suggesting routes. Tho agitation was principally aroused through the accident at Bedfern 
two years ago. and also because of the great inconvenience travellers are put to in changing. If you leave
Strathfield at twenty minutes to 9 in tho morning, you arrive at Eedfern at five minutes to 9. If
there is no extra delay on the trams, you are landed at Iving-street about ten minutes past 9. 
Therefore, it takes you as long to travel from Bedfern station to King-street:—which is practically 
the centre of tfie city for business purposes—as it does to travel S miles from Strathfield to Bedfern. 
On the return journey it takes longer, heeause there is no dependence to be placed on tho time you meet 
the trams. If you want to catch a particular train you must give it five or ton minutes’ grace. It is 
very generally considered that the proposed extension to Park-street would not meet the difficulty, hut 
that it should be further and more complete. The committee appointed by the Bailway Extension 
League, under whose auspices the meetings in the suburbs were called, thought that if there was an 
extension anywhere it would be better than nothing, as it would, perhaps, he the commencement of a 
further extension. The committee, which consisted of the mayors of the boroughs and some of the 
aldermen, considered, however, that it was not in their province to suggest any route.
2233. Would we bo justified in regarding the intersection of Castlereagh or Elizabeth and lung streets as 
a fairly central position ? I think that would meet the convenience of the majority of the travelling 
public. The largest number of people are landed about King-street.
2234. Approximately, would the present route of the tram-line suit them fairly well ? It would.
2235. It has been suggested that tbe central station should he placed near the old Colonial Architect’s 
Office? I think a station anywhere about there would he convenient. As long as the public could be 
brought within a reasonable distance of the Post Office, they would he satisfied.
2236. If you were given a choice between the corner of Castlereagh and King streets and the old 
Immigration Barracks, how would you decide? Upon the corner of Castlereagh and King streets, because 
it is nearer the Post Office. If there were difficulties in tlie way, however, I do not think the difference 
in distance would weigh very largely with the public.
2237. Mr. Blade!] Do not the people of Strathfield seem to he inclined to think that the Government
chiefly exists as a public means of lessening their private expenses ? No ; they arc prepared to pay an 
additional price for being carried from Bedfern to King-street, although we think we pay too much at the 
present time. 2238.
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223S, H it were discovered that the G-oveniment, at the public expense, cannot provide the people with 
that convenience, except at a loss, would the people of Strathfield still he prepared to demand it ? I do 
not think tlioy want anything unreasonable ; but they are given to understand that an extension to the 
central portion of the city would hear a handsome return.
2230. What do you call the central portion of the city? Say Castlereagh and King'streets.
2240. Would not Park-street suit your purpose ? It would not suit it as well, because you would he
left a considerable distance away. _
2241. Then there would still be an agitation to have it carried further on? There would. If the station 
is at Park-street, and tbe people have to get into a tram to go to Park-street, they might as well continue 
on to Itedfem.
2212. Is there any necessity to remove the Itedfem station in order to gain your end ? "We have two 
ends in view. V/u do not, for instance, care about the frightful risk which is run at licdfern every day. 
I speak personally, because I was in tbe accident which occurred two years ago. Again, we think we have 
every right to ask that we should be carried from Kedfern to tbe end of our journey at a resonable cost. 
2243. The increase of room at Kedferu is your first object ? No doubt.
2241, Then the removal of the station is not necessary to achieve that object;—is it necessary to achieve 
tbe second object ? Tes.
2240. Do not you think you could como to the city by train without moving the railway station ? The 
people could only be brought to the terminus. Of course, you could construct a fresh line altogether, 
and bring the people in another direction.
224G. Could, not you run out the train on one side and bring it back by another? 3rcs; if there is an 
objection to put a central station in an expensive part of tbe city, tho difficulty could be overcome by 
constructing a loop-line. _
2247. Mr, Wright?] Is it not a fact that Strathfield is better served than any other western suburb; — 
cannot you get from there in under balf-an-hour? Yes ; I think we are as well-served from Strathfield 
as anywhere. The people of Ashfield and Petersham have slower trains and take longer to get in.
2248. Mr. lf.umphflry.~\ Is it not a fact that you lose fully twenty minutes a day travelling to and from
Bedfern? Pully that _ _
2249. Allowing ten minutes additional for a train to come to King-street, you would save twenty minutes
a day ? Pully. ■
2250. Wbat is tho population of Strathfield ? About 2,500.

. 105. V
F. W. 

Parsons.

13Aprffil897.

Charles O’Neill, C.E., sworn, and examined:—
2251. President.] Have you a statement to place before the Committee ? Tes. C. O’Neill,

Tlie scheme, as shown by the plan produced, connects the proposed line with the present railway at a point about 200 C.E.
yards south of Eveleigh station ; thence by tunnel to Prince Alfred Park (28 acres), which is proposed to be added to
Redfern station. . ■ _ 13 April, 1807.

From the exit of tlie tunnel the railway will be carried overhead across Dsvonshire-street and the "Burial-groimd, &c. 
on to Kliraheth-street at the junction of Hay-street (from tills point an additional connection could be made with Redfern 
station) ; thence along Elizabeth-street, easing tho grade by extra height of rail-Jovot at the lower end ; thence along Hyde 
Park, close to Elizabeth-street, to ^farket-street; thence curving round to the Government offices, head of King-street, 
whicli will be made a central station ; thence along the outer Domain grounds to a station nearly opposite tlie Colonial 
Secretary’s office, at head of Bridge-street. Prom this station a connection might be made with the North Shore railway 
by tunnels and lifts.

The line being overhead saves the cost of resumptions and .other expenses, and the road along Hyde Park boundary, 
under tho raihvay, will be more comfortable for pedestrians, as it will be sheltered from the rain and shaded from the sun.

The cost of a double line of railway, as shown, from Eveleigh to the station at Bridge-street, will be £300,000. The 
cost of a raihvay by tunnel from Bridge-street to the North Shore Ime at the head of Lavender Bay will be £320,000.
2252. You propose not to enter Kedfern yards at all, hut by a detour to the east to pass around and pick 
up ihe line proposed on the northern sirio of Beimore Gardens? That is so. It would go over 
Elizabeth-street to 1 lydo Park. At Elizabeth-street it is proposed to carry it over the street by putting iu 
pillars at tbe edge of tbo footpath. That has been done with great success in New York. There is not 
much cart traffic in that street, and it would not interfere with existing arrangements.
2253. The first part passes to the eastern side of the present Kedfern terminus. Then the line gradually 
approaches near the same locality as the scheme of the Commissioners, and your terminus is not far from 
the point suggested by Mr. McMaster, and from there it becomes a seheme somewhat similar to his? Tes,
2254. Mr. Zee.] As Devonshire-street will have to be crossed, what advantage will there be in diverting
from tbe main lino on tbo south side of Ihe tunnel ? I think you would not have the height to cross the 
street with tbe main line without lowering it. -
2253. Tou would have to do that in any case? I would not touch it; I would cross over it.
225G. Have you taken tho levels to show that it can be done ? J am satisfied it can he done.
2257. But the engineer’s evidence is to the contrary? "With tho present level of tbe railway, you wmuld 
have to lower Devonshire-street to cross.
223S. Is that your only reason for suggesting a divergence on the south side of the tunnel ? No; to ease 
the traffic. By connecting the liue at Eveleigh, you would bring a great deal of the traffic away from 
Kedfern station. ■
2259. Tour chief reason for going round by Priuce Alfred Park would be to get a better crossing over 
Devonshire-street ? No ; my scheme gives the whole Park as additional station room, and the railway 
would be carried overhead to Bridge-street.

Myles McKae, sworn, and examined :—
22G0. President.] Ilavo you given consideration to the question before the Commission ? Tes. M. McRtw.
2261. Would you like to make a statement ? During the last ten years I have occupied the position of 
Mayor and alderman in several municipalities of the metropolis, and I have taken an active part in l3April,1897. 
advocating the extension of the railway into the city. Some years ago, in the Kogarah Council, I passed a 
resolution urging the Government to extend the railway in accordance with the alternate scheme of the 
Commissioners of passing through the Devonshire-street Cemetery, Beimore Park, and Hyde Park, making 
provision for a model and a grand central station, worthy of the city, iu Hyde Park, fronting King and 
Elizabeth streets. In the resolution 1 asked tbe co-operation of tho metropolitan and the country 
municipalities, aud received replies from about ninety-five of them, extending on the Groat Northern,

26—O W eatern,
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M. McEiie. 'Vp'estorn, Southern, and Illawarra railways, I presented the replies to the late Sir Henry Parkes. Prior to 
laT'^anso'? 1'’as u:a(^cl' impression that the country was against the extension, and he was surprised. f acted

H1 > ■ as a member of the City Bailway League for a number of years, and I may say that tbe travelling public,
including tbe vast suburban, country, aud through passengers, are in favour of this extension. It savours 
of statesmanship, inasmuch as it exemjjts resumptions, and is calculated to return a surplus, over and above 
tbe interest required for construction and tbe working expenses, of something like £50,000 or £60,000. 
Tbe surplus profit will go a long way in making up the deficifs in connection -with the railways iu the 
interior. It is fortunate for Dfew South Wales that we have such a grand position as Hyde Park. The 
assumed sentimentalists who, through a side issue, condemn the action of the Commissioners in taking a few 
acres of tho Park, although the Devonshire-street; area provides a larger area for recreation purposes 
than the Commissioners propose to take, consider that to be nothing. 1 believe that if Mr. Eddy—the 
greatest authority on railway matters in Australia—propounded a route which would pull down half the 
city, regardless of expenditure and the mutilation that would take place, we -would have to-day the father of 
white elephants visible to the naked eye in all its hideousness, because no Government could withhold the 
pressure which would be brought to bear against them in favour of pulling down the city.
2262. Mr. 'Blach.'\ "Who is this father of white elephants ? This railway. I venture the opinion that if Mr.
Eddy had propounded a scheme which would have pulled down half the city, regardless of expenditure, it 
would have beeua positive fact to-day. The pressure which the interested log-rollers and axe-grinders would 
havebrought to bear no G overnment cobld have stood,but becauseMr.Eddy !s sebeme exempts resumptions it 
falls flat, so far as interested persons arc concerned. Tlie whole body of the people have been in favour of 
tbe extension for tbo last twenty years. It will pay as well and better than any railway extension which can bo 
proceeded with in Australia, putting New South Wales out of fhe question altogether. Tin; Commissioners 
and those under them, have spoken iu the plainest terms of the danger at Eedfern. The confusion and 
the tension upon those who have the overseeing of the work at Kedfern is so great that—not taking inln 
consideration the transhipment and loss of time—relieving stalions have hecomc an absolute necessity. 
Eor directness, economy, convenience, and comfort, Mr. Eddy’s route has lio rival. As money can bo 
borrowed at a low rate, and there are a large number of the working classes out of employment, it is a 
mystery to me why the work has not been carried out years ago. Even if tlie tunnel at Kedfern were 
widened, the cost would, iu my opinion, exceed the cost of extending the railway into the city, and it 
would only be a temporary expedient at best. The Chief Commissioner, in giving evidence as to Ihe 
accident which resulted in the loss of so many valuable lives two years ago, stated that they did all that, 
human ingenuity could do. I consider that Sydney is much worse off than Melbourne or Adelaide. For 
instance, Spencer-sf reet station abuts on Bourke and Collins streets, the two principal streets of Melbourne, 
in the heart of the city ; the Flinders-street and Princes’ Bridge stations front Flinders-street—the main 
streets of the city, running at right angles, terminating almost in front of those two stations. Then, if 
you go to East Melbourne, Bichmond, and North Melbourne, those stations are on a par w ith the Kedfern 
station, as far as the city proper is concerned. Thus, instead of having one station, as we have in Sydney, 
they have five stations in Melbourne. In Adelaide, tho station terminates at Randle Terrace, alongside 
Parliament House. . ’
2263. Do you call that a central station? Yes ; in tho heart of the city. Hindley-slreet is one of the 
principal streets of Adelaide. King William-street is another, and it is within 150 yards of the station. 
Parliament House, the principal banks of Adelaide, and Government House, are within a few hundred 
yards of it. Wood, Son & Co. arc building an enormous warehouse opposiie it. There are several large 
hotels, and McLean Bros, and Kigg have tbe largest ironmongery establishment in Adelaide opposite it. 
There is another railway line in King William-street. That street is 3 chains wide, aud tlie railway which 
runs lo Glcnelg terminates within 100 or 200 yards of the General Post Office in King William-street.
2264. What is the difference between Glen el grailway and our steam tramways ? There is a vast difference.
Our streets were never adapted for tramways in tbe first instance. When the tramways were first being 
resorted to, I condemned tho action of the authorities in interfering with the limited thoroughfares fhe 
people had to move in, especially so far as the eastern suburbs were concerned. In Melbourne they have 
a splendid tram service, but their streets are wider, and there is not the cut-throat business there which we 
have here between tbe tramways and tbe omnibuses. The difference between tbe raihvay at Pott Adelaide 
and the tramways is, that they ring a bell there to warn people on the streets. Here they do not. There 
tbe streets are double and treble the width of ours, and they aro adapted to tramways. The reason why 
the City Kailway League did not suggest Air. Eddy’s scheme—although all were in favour of it— 
was because fhey did not want to hamper the Government. They did not want to give the Government 
the loophole of’saying that they would not adopt this or any other route. The whole of tbe population 
of New South Wales is in favour of extending tbe railway into the city. _ _
2265. Is it a burning question in tbe country districts? I received replies from ninty-five municipalities,
including Tenterficld, Bourke, Albury, aud Kiama. There is no doubt tbe country is in favour uf the 
extension to the city. _
2266. For passengers ? Yes ; but unfortunately some of their representatives are against the extension.
2267. Do representatives of tbe country constituencies usually run counter to Ihe wish of the people? 
Their idea is a fallacious one. They were under the impression that if money were voted for the extension 
of the railway to the city it would prevent them getting an extension into the interior. That is a fal jicious 
idea. The surplus profits derivable from this expenditure would assure them railway extension to the 
interior.
22GS. Presifleni.'] Your attitude is based piartly on the Hanger of the Kedfern station, and then upon tho 
profitableness of the enterprise itself? Yes; and with the introduction of Hie cable tramway tho 
confusion will be worse confounded. I have seen hairbreadth escapes during my residence in the 
suburbs, and I have seen elderly people receive shocks which they never got over. If they get on; of the 
way of a trauicar, the chances are that they will run into a’bus, cab, trap, or pedestrian.
2269. You approve of the Park-street site, rather than resume laud? Yes. Twenty-eight years ago, 
when I came to Sydney, nearly the whole of the residences surrounding the Park were occupied by private 
families. To-day they are public offices, and the only persons to whom the Park is beneficial are tbe 
“ Johnny Warders ” ; decent persons scarcely go there.* 2270.

8 Noth (on rv.wr«cn) i—A poition of Jriydo Park is urgently required in the pnldic interest, in order to protect their 
lives from accidents, which will take place at Eedfern if the railway is not extended into the city, and that quickly, Tho 
matter brooks of no delay. "
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2270. Will you furnish the Committee ’with a copy of. the resolution you speak of, and the names of the M. McRae, 
municipalities which have replied to you ? T mil see the council clerk at Kogarah, aud will endeavour to
have them sent to you. I consider that, with the knowledge we have gained, if an accident takes place at 13Aprihl897. 
Eedfern, the Government will now be liable to impeachment as well as heavy damages.
2271. Mr. Hoskins.'] Why do you think the streets of Sydney are not adapted to tramways ? They arc 
too narrow. Take Uxford-street. If you are in a ’bus aud the tramway is coming along the ’bus has to stop.
2272. You aro aware that Parliament has sanctioned the laying down of an electric tramway in George 
and 11 arris streets? A greater mistake was never made ; it will prove a calamity.
2273. Have you ever been in America? No.
227-1. Arc you aware that Broadway, New York, is not in the greater portion of it wider than George

' street, and that there are two or three tramways besides an overhead railway in it? I know that the 
electric tramway will intensify the danger at Eedfern, and. I believe that it will injure business people 
in George-street.
2275. Mr. Black.] You say it is only the sentimentalists who will object to the taking over of Hyde 
Park for railway purposes ? There is a number of assumed sentimentalists. They have not dared to 
question the utility of Mr. "Eddy’s route.
2270. Supposing the sentimentalists prove to be in the majority? But they are not. There are only a 
few. I know it from practical experience. .
2277. You say that the Flinders-street station abuts on Bourke aud Collins streets ;—does not our station 
abut on George-street ? But there are the Flinders-street and the Princes’ Bridge stations at Melbourne.
2278. You also speak of Kichmond aud East Melbourne as being stations within tho metropolis. Why 
did not you quote Eveleigh, Newtown, and Stan more as being within tho city of Sydney ? They are not 
in Sydney. They have five stations, and we have only one at the west end of Sydney.
2279. If the Eichmond and North Melbourne stations are metropolitan stations, so is Eveleigh? No; 
they are as much metropolitan stations as is Eedfern. Again, the rates charged by the Commissioners for 
the metropolitan passengers is 20 per cent, more than is charged in Melbourne, That portion of tho 
railway system of the Colony within the metropolitan district pays between 15 per cent and 20 per cent, 
on tbe expenditure incurred—this is accounted for by the enormous suburban passenger traffic—and it is 
unjust that they should bo compelled to break tho journey at Eedfern, and lose valuable time there in 
transhipment trom train to ’bus, tram, or other mode of conveyance. Take the cost of a workman’s weekly 
ticket from Redfern to Auburn and from Eedfern to 0alley stations,—price 2s. Gd; distance to each 
station 10 miles ; the cost per week from Eedfern into the city per ’bus or tram„a distance of a little over 
a mile, is tbe same, being an increase of from 800 to 1,000 per cent, on the mileage rate, not taking into 
account, tho jostling, danger, and confusion at Eedfern, which is being intensified and increased every month.

WEDNESDAY, Id APRIL, 1897.
JEjestmt: —

THOMAS ^THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).
'* " "" " Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.

The Hon. Cha.rlics James Egberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
The lion. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.
Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, further examined:—

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P. 
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P.

2280. Presideiit.] Have you obtained the particulars which the Commission requested you to obtain ? S.E.Perdrimi. 
Yes; L have two plans, one of which shows the borough of North Sydney and tho boundaries, and the %
approximate position of the junction of the railway over tho bridge with the present line, and Die 14April, 1597. 
junction of the raihvay by the tunnel at the head of Lavender Bay. The other plan is a plan of Sydney, 
showing the line proposed by Mr. Wearne. I also have the following information to furnish:— "
A alpatiox (by adopting the Municipal Assessments for 1S97-9S) of that part of the Citv of Sydney extending from 

tho Synagogue northerly to Market-street, hounded on tho east bv Elizabeth-street, and on the west by Castlereagh- 
stre-'C. Aren about ‘1 acres 0 roods 8 perches. v

the total of the municipal assessments for the above-mentioned .portion of tlie city for tho
municipal year 1897-98 is £7,194. Capitalizing that amount at twenty years’ purchase.....  £143,880

ff twenty-five years’ purchase be adopted the amount would he ..................................................... 179,850
Nui s.- The alMvc is calculate!] urloptiDK the recent Munioijial Assessments, which are based upon rentals received during times of commercial 

depression. No allonanee is made for disruption of business, nor for the 10 per cent, increase always allowed by Government for forced sale.
If that portion of tlie block fronting Castlereagh-strcet for a length of 191 feet (area about 1 rood 10 perches), 

extendin'! northerly from the Synagogue, be excluded, as shown on a plan recently prepared by the Engineer-in-Ghief for 
Railway the assessments would he reduced by £1,042, leaving £9,152 to be capitalized to show the cost of resumption 
of the block as proposed to be altered.

Bxcu’siox or Part or the Block lying rktwern the High School and Kinu-stueet,
Ui’ON tin1 plan recently prepared by the Engincer-in-Chief for Railways, and referred to above, a site for u proposed station 
is shown between Castlereagh and Elizabeth streels, mid extending from the Synagogue to King-street. This proposal 
exclude properties at. the corner of King and Castlereagh streets, having a total frontage of alxnit 111 ft. to King-street 
and 197 tt. to Castlereagh-street—an area of about 39 perches—of which the assessments amount to £1,979 per annum.

Evidence relative to the value of the block of which this 36 perches forms port was given by me before this 
Commis 'on mi tbe 16th March, 1897.

It will lie necessary to deduct £1,979 from the £4,053, leaving £2,074 to be capitalized, to ascertain the cost of 
resumption nf the part of tlie block required if this proposal be adopted.

Tho site at “The Rocks, ’proposed by Mr. N. Selfe to be resumed in connection with his scheme for extension 
of tlie railway into tho city, comprises an area of about 24 acres in one of tho poorest and least attractive portions of tlie 
city, rJlie laud fronts the following streets viz, Princes, Cumberland, Gloucester, Cambridge, Harrington, Grosvenor, 
Essex,^1- ttle Essex, Globe, aud Argyle streets, and Cbarlton-court. 'the total length of frontage is about 14,870 feet.

.rim gross annual value for municipal assessments of this area is £31,117, which at twenty! years’purchase would 
show a V-due of £622,340; at twenty-five years’purchase it would bo £777,925. About £2,000 must be added for the 
Ragged School iu HarringUm-strcet, which is not rated. •

The line as designed passes under St. Patrick’s Church. This building would, perhaps, he aflbeted. With the 
adjomni'! convent it is worth, probably, not less than £15,000.

T'm estimate above does not include anything for disruption of business, nor for the 10 per cent, additional always 
given in Government resumption because of its being a forced sale ; nur for a claim which might be made by the Municipal 
Council for the streets closed ; nor for detriment to neighbouring properties if depreciated in value by closing such streets'.

If the 24 acres were resumed and the buildings demolished, and the streets rearranged as suggested by Mr. Selfe, 
the depths of the new allotments would ho much greater than at present; consequently there would be much less street 
frontage for resale. *
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S.E. Perdriau. 

14Apidll897.
Air. Selfe estimates the area he proposes to le resumed at 26 acres—11 acres of streets and 15 acres of allotments.
If laid out afresh according to his plan, he says, the station would occupy 8 acres, streets S acres, and allotments 10 acres. 
These 10 acres, subdivided into allotments for resale with an average depth of 80 feet, would give about o,o0i) teet 

of selling frontage. A fair average price might, in my opinion, be estimated at about £50 per foot. Tims the amount 
derived would be about £275,000. The present value of the George-street frontages at this part is from £40 to £G0 per toot. 

It is hardly possible to estimate the increment in value consequent upon tlie establishment of the railway station as
proposed by Mr. Selfe. ^ ^ . L j. j

Mr. Foxleej in bis evidence given in the year 1891 before the Royal Comnnssion on City Railway Extension, stated 
that the cost of excavation alone for this station would be about £120,000.
I have a letter from the Council Clerk at North Sydney, supplying the population of tho borough at date 
as 19,483, distributed in the wards as follows:—Beimore, 4,030; Kdrribilli, 5,250; Tunlis, 1^2; 
Victoria, 4,933 ; and Warringah, 2,878. There are three replies from the Railway Commissioners. I hey 
are all addressed to the Secretary of the Commission, and are as follows :—

Sir Office of the Railway Commissioners, Sydney, 27 March, 1897.
' Referring to your request to be furnished with certain particulars of the passenger trallic at Milson’s Point 

Station, I am directed to inform you that tlie number of passengers arriving at Milson’s Point Station during the year 
1896 was 735,873, and the number departing 746,917, or a total of 1,482,790.

I have, &c.,
. H. McLACHLAN,

Secretary,
The Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension. Pcr V • H. C.

gjr Oflice of the Railway Commissioners, Sydney, 29 March, 1897.
’ In reply to your letter of the 25th instant, T am directed to inform you that it is ascertained the total nrnnber 

of passengers travelling on the North Shore Cable and Electric lines is as follows for the year 18%
Cable lines ...... ........................................................................................................ ''’ola’flRft
Electric line..........................................................................................................

Grand total................ ............................... 2,472,182
I have, &c.,

H. McLACHLAN,
Secretary,

The Sccfetarv, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension. -7,er V'TI-C.
gjr " 1 Office of the Railway Commissioners, Sydney, G April, 1897.

’ I am directed by the Railway Commissioners to state in reply to tho queries put in your letter of the 2nd instant,
as und«^at ^ extensjon 0£ t]le railway into the city would have upon the Railway Tram Service Rolling Stock?

, —Frve motors and thirteen cars would be released from their present work, and would be available for other services 
which require supplementing.

Q.—What in the value of the portion of the tramway which would be superseded .
A —No portion of the tiamway would be thrown out of use, but a much needed relief would be given to the fcliaibeth- 

streefc line, which is one of the reasons put forward by the Railway Commissioners as rendering the George-street
line necessary, . ,1 r ,1 j.i a. ..

G.—Whether any rolling stock now used for the railway tram would be unsuitable for the other tram-lines .
A _No None of the stock released would be unsuitable for the other tram-lines.

I have* .&c.f
‘ H, McLACHLAN,

Secretary,
The Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension. " -H-C.
I have been to see Mr. John Wearne, and he made a statement which I took down, and he also gave me 
a written statement. First of all he wrote the following letter :—

Gentlemen Goulburn-street, 26 March, 1897.
I beg to suggest that the Commission view a route from our flour-mills in Goullmrn-strect. It has been suggested 

by mauy practical men that there is a very practicable and inexpensive route this way from^Redfern to the city.

JOHN WEARNE,
Royal Commission on City Railway Extension. _ _ Flour-mills, Goulburn-street, Sydney.
The statement which he handed to me, written by himself, is as follows:
Come from the Railway, 1 think No. 9 and 10 platforms, under George-street, and under Inglis and Sons’ yards under 
Valentme-lane, UHimo-road, Engine-street to Hay-street, somewhere between the brewery and M Ewan s stores ; along by 
Dixon-street, taking Jones’wood-yard and others, to tho mill; from here tunnel to Kent-street near Eruitt-street, at 
the back of the Town Half; from there to Wynyard-square. This would be very centra for the 1 ost Office and banks.

A station at Hay-street. '
A station at the back of the Town Hall,
A station at Wynyard-square.

This is the statement I took down at Mr. Wearne’s dictation:
Proposed Extension of the Eaihoay itt/o the City of Sydney. _

Description of the position of the railway, to be used as a passenger line only, as proposed by John Wearne, nilher, of 
Goulburn-street West, Sydney :-Commenciug at the western end of the Redfern raihvay terminus, and extending northerly, 
as nearly as practicable in a straight line, to the western end of Goulburn-street at Dixon-street, at my flour-mill, thence 
north-easterly to a point on Sussex-street, a little to the south-east of Foley Brothers new .produce store, crossu.g Sussox- 
street and Liverpool-street still in a north-easterly direction, and so continuing and crossing Kent-street diagonally to a 
point a little westward of the Town Hall, where I suggest a station. From this point I suggest proceeding by tunnel ii as 
nearly a straight line as practicable to Wynyard-square, which, m my opinion, should he the terminal station. 1 also 
suggest a station at Hay-street. I have carried on business at this site for the last fourteen years as a miller, and suggest 
the above-described route merely as a layman, unacquainted with railway construction. Tlie advantages of the route a e 
shortness, and the iiiexpensiveness of the land and buildings affected, and tlie large number of employees, &c "’bo would 
daily use a railway iu this position. T have made no investigation, and cannot form an estimate of the probable cost ol my 
scheme nor of the revenue of the railway if constructed. Tho position of the railway suggested by me is that shown y .i 
red Ime on the map of Sydney, by Mi, Surveyor Perdriau, to-day, at my direction, and

Witness—Stephen E. Perdeiau. ,Jfprll,1St',18a^
Noth.—The lino proposed by Mr. Wearne would be about 95 chains long, ol which he proposes a total length of 60 chains ehould hem tunnel.—S.L.l.
The folfowiDg is a description of Glebe Island:—
Glebe Island comprises an area of about 344 acres, being about 344 chains long and about 10 chains wide It extends 
mto the harbour north-easterly from Balmain at a point near the soulh-western end of the borough, and was, as the name 
implies an island. It is now a promontoiy, tlie greatest height being towards the north-east. Alany years ago a causeway, 
about 1 chain wide, was built connecting it with the mainland. Within the last few years an urea of about - ^cics, lyuig 
no the north-west of tho island, and joining it with Balmain for a length of about 12 chains, was reclaimed from the liarbom 
by the Crown. The reclamation was effected to abate the nuisance caused by the stench from the mud flat. 1 his land is no. 
used, except a small piece railed off for a clicket ground. Tbe two areas combined are about 404 acres. The island is 
bounded on the north by White Bay, dividing it from Balmain : east by Johnstone s Bay and Blackwattle Loie, (1 1.. ng 
it from Pyrmont; and south by Roue He Bay, dividing it from thn Glelie and Annandale. tnc
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The total length of the water frontage of the island, inclnding that of the reclamation, is about a mile. Tho reclamation S. E. Perdriau. 
is, of course, level; but the whole of the island has a bold rooky foreshore—in fact the solid rock shows freely all over the / 
surface, and at a few yards back from the shore line a height of Id feet above high-water level is reached, the height 14April, 1S9?. 
rapidly increasing by rugged rocky slopes until the highest point is reached, which is 90 feet above high-water level.

The central portion is a plateau from 70 feet to 90 feet above high-water level. Stone for Government works 
elsewhere is now being quarried at the northern end near the water.

Tlie island occupies a peculiarly central position. It is within comparatively easy reach of the city and nearly all 
the populous suburbs. _ .

Trom the city it is approached via. Market-street, Pyrmont Bridge, Pyrmont, and Glebe Island Bridge, and is 
distant about 14 mile by road from the General Post Office. _ _ _

The nearest point on the Darling Harbour railw ay is within seven-eighths of a mile of the island, in a direct line, 
and Petersham raihvay station is within 2^ miles by road. Tho main Sydney road from the Ryde and Hunters Hill 
districts, uid the four bridges called Rive Dock, Long Cove, Glebe Island, and Pyrmont Bridges, crosses the southern portion 
of the island, and forms the frontage road of the Abattoirs.

The. Alattoirs.
The Abattoirs for the Sydney and Metropolitan District occupy the area of about 7 acres lying southward of the 

road, and the small space on which the mutton houses are erected, northward of the same. _
The desiccating works situated at the southern extremity of the island are now disused, the blood and offal being 

conveyed to sea in punts. _
There are six dwellings of various sizes and material scattered over the more northern section of tho island, all 

occupied by officials connected with the Abattoirs. _
The small Post and Telegraph Office located here was closed a few months ago owing to the insufficiency of business.
Upon the high land northward of the road, and immediately opposite the abattoirs, there is a large tank or reservoir 

hewn out of the solid rock. It is about 240 feet x 35 feet, and 20 feet deep. Water for flushing tho slaughter-houses is 
pumped from the harbour into this tank. The pumps are said to be capable of lifting 40,000 to 50,000 gallons per hour.

There is no permanent occupation of any part of the island excepting in connection with the Abattoirs. The Abattoirs 
are said to l>e thirty-six years old and antiquated, and it is held that nothing short of entirely new and much larger and 
higher buildings could bring them np to present requirements.

There is no railway to tho island, and the cattle and sheep, &c., are driven here from the sale-yards at Homebush, a 
distance of from 7 to 8 miles ; and as the total for the year is between 900,000 and 1,000,000, it is evident that the objections 
raised in the populous suburbs eu route against the cattle-driving nuisance are net without foundation. It is considered by 
those competent to judge that no other site in the metropolitan district presents such advantages for abattoirs as Glebe 
Island. Its central position has already been referred to. _

It is all high land, and being almost isolated by the surrounding broad stretches of salt water, objectionable odours 
are dissipated before they reach the surrounding residential districts. (Complaints have-, however, been made from time to 
time with regard to the unpleasant smells, particularly at Glebe Point; but there does not appear to have been any 
sustained effort by the public for the removal of the Abattoirs.) _

Such extensive deep water frontage affords unequalled facilities for the shipment of meat for foreign countries.
An advantage of a very peculiar nature is that the island is entirely free from blow flics. It is said that none have 

ever been seen there.
Cattle are sometimes brought by sea to the island, whence they have to he driven to the sale-yards at Homebush to 

he sold. They are then driven hack and slaughtered,
A light line of railway leaving the main line at Stanmore station, viti White Greek—a distance of a little more than 

2 miles—has been suggested to overcome the nuisance arising from cattle-driving, and tho reclaimed land might be used 
for sale-yards; bat those engaged in the trade state that if the Abattoirs were removed any considerable distance from the 
city thf result would be an increase in the price of meat. _

Por many years no blood nor offal has been allowed to go into the harbour, but no doubt pollution occurs to some 
extent from the surface drainage. 1 .

Soundings and Borings,
Commencing at the bridge on the east side and thence northerly and round the eastern end of-the island, the depth 

of water at 109 feet out from high-water mark is from 7 to 15 feet at low tide, deepening to 19 feet in the middle of the 
bay between the island and Pyrmont; but that depth is not reached within 600 feet from the northern portion of the island 
towards Balmain, Along the north-western foreshore the water is shallow. At 200 feet out from high-water mark it 
varies from 5 feet to 12 teet in depth at Sow tide.

Borings to rock were taken in 1881 on the foreshore extending from the bridge north-easterly and round the eastern 
end of the island. These show that at 200 feet out from high-water mark rock is reached at a depth of 20 feet, and less 
from low-water level. _ _

The officer in charge of such work is, however, doubtful whether the plan affording the information re borings 
stated above is correct.

Prom about the middle of the sea-wall of the reclamation above referred to, a pile jetty about 240 feet long and 
30 feet wide has been thrown out into the harbour,

The locality of the jetty bad previously been dredged, as well as a channel to the same from the harbour, so that 
now vessels drawing up to 20 feet of water can he accommodated.

Apparently no soundings nor borings have been taken on the south side of the island from the bridge.

Itoberfc Smith, Solicitor, sworn, and examined:—
2281. President.'} How long have you resided in Sydney? Thirty-six years.
2282. Ho you desire to make a statement to the Commission of your views? Tes AVliat I have to any R, Smith, 
has mostly to do with the proposed extension of the railway to Circular Quay by way of Darling Harbour / -v—
on tlie eastern side. It must be evident to anyone who studies the matter that to extend tbe railway from 14 April, 1877.
its present terminus at Darling Harbour round the eastern side of that harbour to Circular Quay or
Dawes Point would be a wicked waste of public money. It would be a great interference with the actual
traffic going on at those wharfs day by day. It would interfere with the mode in which the wharfs now
get rid of their produce, by that produce having to cross the rails, and having to wait for the trains to get
out of the way. It would also very much interfere with the letable values of the properties on that side
of Darling Harbour. Looking, however, at the necessity which may exist, either now or in the future,
for connecting the railway at Darling Harbour with the Government wharfs at Woolloomooloo Bay and
Circular Quay, I would suggest the propriety of connecting Darling Harbour with Cowper Wharf by means
of a tunnel. Scarcely any expense would be incurred for land-resumption if a tunnel were carried under
Liverpool-street to Hlizabeth-strcet from the head of Darling Harbour, and then by tunnel or open
cutting under Hyde Park and round to Cowper Wharf, Tbe railway could thence be carried by a short
tunnel to the western side of Harm Cove—that is, the Botanic Gardens—and it would then be
within a stone’s throw of Fort Macquarie. If Fort Macquarie were to be made a goods terminus
—the line I speak of is entirely a goods liue—the area of land could be increased considerably by the
cuttings out of the tunnels. The line of railway, so far as it encroached on Farm Cove, need not interfere
with the Botanic Gardens at ail, because it would be canned over an extra lino of filling with material
taken from the tunnels. By this means the railway for goods traffic—and that is, so far as I can see. the



232

' *-U ' ROYAL commission on city RAILWAY EXTENSION—MINUTES' OF EVIDENCE.

R. Smith, only object of carrying a raihvay at all to Circular Quay—would be carried close to Fort Macquarie, and
lAA^Mfiqy wou^ ^ea suable the goods whicb would arrive at Darling Harbour to bo distributed cither at Cowper 

pw i ■ 'Wharf or at the entrance of Circular Quay. If it were considered necessary to extend tbe railway round 
the Quay—although I am certain the public would find it a great inconvenience—it could eventually be 
carried round to Dawes Point, and could terminate there. Py this means, without interfering with 
private property in any way (excepting a very little resumption at the head of Darling Harbour), the 
Government could have a line, or a double line, of railway for goods purposes connecting all their wharfs.
Then all the outcry there has been about bringing the railway to the Quay would be met.
2283. Mr, 0'0onnor.~\ Have you located that portion of the Quay upon whicli you propose to put a
station ? Fort Macquarie. -
2284. 'Would you continue it round? I would not advocate that; hut if it were necessary it could be 
carried round the Quay to Dawes Point. Personally, I do not think there is any necessity for carrying 
the goods lines further than Darling Harbour, but, if it is considered necessary, they can be continued 
in tho way 1 suggest with the expenditure of a mere bagatelle for resumption. The line from the head of 
Darling Harbour to Cowper Wharf would be a very short and inexpensive one to construct, and it would 
meet the object the Government had in view, a few years ago, in resuming Cowper Wharf. They will 
have a second main wharf communicating with the railway. Of course, it is always open to the 
Government to widen the line to Darling Harbour by widening tbe G-eorge-street tunnel—that is, if the 
trafiic renders it necessary.
2285. President.'] Your first contention is, that if tho Government wants to bring tbe railway system of
the Colony into touch with the wharfs, they have wharfs at Wooloomooloo Pay, Darling Harbour and 
Circular Quay, where this work cau be readily carried out ? Yes. .
22S6. ^Your second contention is, that to resume Darling Harbour and to put a railway along it would 
leave it worse than it is at present? That is so. The vessels now have two ways of discharging. They 
discharge into lighters on the one side and on the wharfs on the other. If they want to get their goods 
to the railway, it is more economical to take them to the train than to bring the train to the goods, and 
that . can be done by discharging tbe goods into lighters and taking them across to the present railway 
terminus. If the goods would not stand handling, railway trucks could be carried on railed lighters, 
and the goods could be lauded in them.
2287. Mr. Hoskinsi\ Do you propose to have a goods terminus at Fort Macquarie? Ko; I would leave 
it where it is at Darling Harbour, but I would have a branch to that point,
2288. Therefore, that terminus would he used not only for goods brought by vessels, but for the loading 
of produce into the vessels ? Ho; that terminus would only be used for the purpose of receiving cargo, 
which would go to Darling Harbour and be made up into proper truck-loads, and taken up country. It 
would only be a terminus for receiving and discharging goods, but not a terminus in the same sense as 
is the Darling Harbour terminus for making-up trains for the country.
2289. Are you aware that vessels cannot lie within several hundred yards of Fort Macquarie on account 
of fhe shallowness of the water? I know that vessels come to within a comparatively few yards, 
where the P. and 0. Co.’s boats lie, of Fort Macquarie—200 yards, or something like that. .The 
cartage from there would be the same as it would he if the goods had to be carted 10 feet. It is not so

■ much the cartage which costs ihe money as the handling. Goods could he trucked to the ships’ sides
from Fort Macquarie, or lines of trains could be carried—if the people are unwise enough to allow it— 

' right round Circular Quay from that point.
2290. But, in consequence of the rocks projecting for some distance into the harbour at Fort Macquarie, 
vessels could not lie close ? 1 would not propose that they should. I would take the goods to the 
vessels and not tho vessels to the goods. It is more economical to carry goods on the water than it is on land.
2291. Mr. Humpher;/.] Yonr idea is that the present connection with Darling Harbour is sufficient ? 
I think so.
2292. But if it be desirable to connect other wharfs, then the Government wharfs at Woolloomooloo Bay 
might be connected, and they would be ample for all commercial purposes ? Yes; I believe that at 
tbe present time Darling Harbour is ample for all commercial purposes, hut the Government have, at 
great expense, resumed Cowper Wharf, and if they have more trafiic they can connect their railway with it.
2293. And yon would not go beyond Cowper Wharf ? Ko, unless the public called for it.
2291. Aud then an exlension might be made in the direction you have pointed out ? Yes.
2295. You say the cost would be inappreciable compared with other schemes ;—you refer to the cost of 
the tunnel merely ? Yes. ' "
229G. You have made no provision in your estimate for compensation to property owners who might claim 
to be affected by reason of the tunnel; what is the law upon that subject ? According to my idea, the 
Government could not undermine private properties without giving compensation. 1 think it would he 
most dangerous to attempt to do so, because many of the houses are so frailly built that quarrying under
neath them would be sure to shake their foundations, and the Government would be let in for large 
compensation claims, and would have to pay more than if they resumed the laud. But 1 do not propose 
to go under private property. I would carry the line under Liverpool-street. A very slight amount of 
compensation would have to be given to join the tunnel under Liverpool-street with the present terminus, 
and that would have to he provided for. Possibly it would amount to £20,000 or £40,000. Chadwick's 
property on the one side, or Kidman’s property on the other, would be all that would be required in 
connecting the railway with a tunnel under Liverpool-street.
2297. Is it your opinion that there could be no claim for compensation by owners of property with 
frontages to the streets under which the proposed tunnel would be constructed ? There could not, 
unless the construction was so badly carried out as to cause damage to tbe foundations. I only suggest 
a tunnel for a double line, which would not require a width of more than 24 feet. With regard to the 
passenger-traffic, I think it is a most important thing for the railway system, and for the credit of the city 
itself, that the railway should be in a more central position than it is at present.
2298. Mr. Lee.] Do you admit that there is any necessity for the removal on other grounds from Bedfern ? 
I do not know, I know nothing about the traffic or the engineering question.
2299. If good reasons exist for removing the station from Bedfern, or giving increased accommodation at 
Kedfern, to admit of the traffic being safely carried on, are you of opinion that it would be desirable to 
make that removal in tho direction of an extension into the city, whereby a charge could be made to cover tho 
cost of expenditure? lam of thatopinion. I would point out that if the Government extend the area of the

‘ ' present
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present site ai Eedfern they must deprivopeoplc there, who arc very crowded together, of some of the ground Smith.
which they would naturally expect to be in the Park. Eor instance, supposingit were possible, to take a line
from the Eveleigh station into Prince Alfred Park, at Greorge and Cleveland streets, we might then utilise H April, 1897.
a great deal more of Prince Alfred Park ; but what would the people of Eedfern say about it. We should
be taking from them a park winch they are in the habit of using, and for whom—practically for a few
aristocrats who use tlie east end of the city. We woidd he taking air spaces from the people of Eedfern
because wo grudge, out of our multitude of spaces, giving up a little hit of land on the cast side of the
city, where the resident population is very small indeed, and where the amount of recreation ground is
excessive. It appears to me to be a possible but expensive deviation to resume a portion of the municipality of
Eedfern, and to carry tlie raihvay through George-street, Eedfern, into the middle of Prince Alfred Park;
and then to shut up Devonshire-street and take a portion of the cemetery where so many of our ancestors
are buried, and to make the railway station out of that and the Benevolent Asylum site. If we could
extend it in that direction, I for one would not advocate it, out of consideration for the women' and
children of Eedfern who want air space.
2300. Admitting that it would bo possible to resume sufficient area of Prince Alfred Park to give the 
accommodation, you see at onco the enormous expenditure which would bo incurred, aud no revenue 
•derived P Quite so. I would point out that Sydney is more inconveniently situated so far as her principal 
railway station is concerned than almost any modern city. Having regard to the climate, and the fact 
that you have to walk such a distance to get to Eedfern, our railway station is, to my mind, at a great 
disadvantage when compared with thorailway stations of Brisbane, Melbourne, and Adelaide. The people 
who really use the railway live too far away from the station.
2301. If the railway can be extended into the heart of the city, and a charge made low enough for the 
people to pay, and which will he sufficient to return the interest on the money expended, are you of 
opinion that it should be extended into the heart of the city ? I have no doubt about it at all.
2302. ’Where, then, in your opinion, should the terminus bo? The terminus ought to bo at Hyde Park,
and it should not go further north than Market-street. Park-street, which is only a new street recently 
opened through the Park, would then become an unnecessary street and could be closed. Bringing the 
railway station there would, of course, improve the value of property in Park-street. My idea is that if 
the railway terminates at Market-street we would savo- the Supreme Court, and all the objections to the 
sacred ground at St. dames’ Church would be taken away. AYe would also make immediate communication 
with ’Woolloomooloo. Market-street would bo carried on lo join Boomerang-street and Woolloomooloo- 
streot. T wmuld advocate the carrying of an electric tram from the terminus in Market-street, across 
Market-street, past the public Markets, over a new bridge which will have to bo built at Pyrmont, and 
out to the Glebe. Thus the people of the Glebe will be brought into the centre of the city and have access 
to the railway station. If necessary, the electric tram could go down Woolloomooloo-street. I would 
leave a little boulevard of trees to front the raihvay station, and would continue Market-street parallel 
with St. Jamos’-Toad. v
2303. You favour Market-street for a site rather than Park-street ? Yes.
2301. How would the site of the old Immigration Barracks suit? My impression is that that site is not . 
large enough. It would require the taking down of the Mint.
2305. Ho ; but it would absorb a small portion of the Domain ? One could do it then, hut iu such case I 
would not stop at the Barracks, but would take the old cricket ground—that is the ground on the Domain 
—which is really not wanted now. ] would also carry Moore-strcet straight into the Domain, so that the real 
railway traffic could go down there. By this means you would give access from the railway station to the 
Post Office, Commercial Bank, and the Bank of Hew South Wales. If I could not get Hyde Park, T 
would take, not the Hyde Park Barracks, but the Domain. I would then have the railway station almost 
in front of tho new Houses of Parliament, and in view of the harbour, Garden Palace grounds, Art G allory, 
and other ornamental buildings, but still in a position which is not by any means as central as Market-street.
2306. Do you uso the train daily ? Ho ; it is too far from tho centre of tbe city.
2307. Are you in possession of any facts which would assist us in deciding whether the present traffic is 
carried on under great danger ? A d; I have beard it said that the traffic is carried on under great danger, 
but I suspect all that could be met by additional resumptions at Cleveland-street.

THURSDAY, 13 APRIL, 1807.
Jjrcscnt:—

THOMAS THOMSOH EAYIHG, Esq., M.P. (President).
The Hon, Eredericic Thomas Humphery, M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Ciiables James Egberts G-M.G-.,M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O'Connor, M.L C.

Prank Parnell

Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee. Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Peg an, Esq., M.P.
George Black, Esq., M.P.

Esq., M.P.
William Coivper, sworn, and examined :—

230S. President!] Arc you a resident of Sydney ? Yes, 1 have been a resident for nearly twenty years. Cowper. 
230!), Have you given tho question of tlie extension of the railway into the city serious consideration. Yes. ^^ 
2310. \Yill you explain your scheme? I have had a good deal of experience in tho old country in 15April, 1897. 
resuming linid for the largo now Town Hall, Manchester, fortheSheffield-imd-Liueolnshireaod Laneashire- 
nnd-Yorkshire stations; also for improvements for the London and Korth-AYestern raihvay and the 
Oldham Bridge and G aide railway resumptions, and for the Manchester and Salford Corporation iu widening 
Doansgate. which cost £2,500,000. AVe did that improvement and made a profit of about £250,000. My 
scheme is this :—T. propose to give to the citj one large goods station which will consist of three stories, 
and one large central station which will be 350 to 400 yards in length, running from Liverpool-street 
to Hay-street, and lying between Elizabeth-street and Pitt-street, That is what T term the principal 
passenger station. 1 then provide you five other small stations which will be something similar to the 
Gore-street; staiion, London ; only one or two will be open ones. I then provide you with a traffic scheme 
for AV oolloomooloo, with a traffic scheme for Circular Quay, and for all the wharfs along Sussex-street to 
the terminus. J start at the present station at Eedfern and extend all the traffic Hues into what is now

termed
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W. Cowper, terjned Burying Ground, the "Benevolent Institution, including Belmore Park, and terminating at Hay- 
R^ree^ After getting all these lines down to a Imvcr level, which 1 take from Hay-street and the 

pri,18 preseirt. market, I there provide sidings for a goods station. I return then to Bediern station, and 
rise over Hevonshire-street by one or two bridges—I have only provided one in my scheme there—on 
to a higher floor over and above the level of Hay-street, by about 15 feet as far as I can judge, which will 
give a clear headway underneath of 15 feet. I then level that floor which is 15 feet above Hay-street over 
the whole of Belmore Park, and all the grounds included in those streets—that is 1 o say, between Elizabeth- 
streel, Pitt-strcet, Hevonshire-street, and Hay-street. J use that level entirely for a passenger traffic and 
continue forward on the same level up to Liverpool-street, where I get my central and principal station.
1 then take a lower level for two of the suburban lines. I give a fail of about 1 in 50, and so get a 
sufficient depth to strike with a tunnel underneath Liverpool-street and Elirabeth-street into Hyde Park. 
I then come underneath Hyde Park to Park-street, and 1 get there a small underground passenger 
station with staircases emptying into Park-street. I then go forward, still underneath, to the Domain 
gates on ihe left-hand side. Inside the Domain, 1 propose forming another, station—not a very large one 
—sufficient for all the suburban trams to empty at, because 1 intend all suburban trams to rim on 
these lines down to wherever they go. Then 1 go forw ard with a branch line to Woolloomooloo. I 
propose putting a small passenger station there, and then to continue goods tram-lines in connection with 
that station in the tunnel to different parts of the wharfs. Then i start at the Domain gates with 
another tunnel, and come to the Domain-road and get another small station there similar to Park-street 
station for the use of people wishing to go to t!ie Gardens and elsewhere. I continue this tunnel to Port 
Macquarie and there empty on to that ground which I propose to utilise for a goods tram-line in connection 
with this line, which would connect all Circular Quay and some of the wool warehouses ivith it. Then I 
return to Eedfern railway station again and on to the siding which adjoins the siding running down to 
Darling Harbour, and I continue that with a rising grade up to what 1 term the third story. The third 
story extends only as far as Hay-street, and includes all the land, as before smted, up to the Ttedfcrn 
station, or nearly so. It might be needful to leave 50 or 100 yards adjoining Devousbirc-street for the 
sake of getting a proper grade down to the loiver station. Therefore, the upper story would not need to 
come quite so far as Devonshirc-street. It would stop short 50 or 100 yards. J propose to use the upper 
story for wool, hides, and such goods as have auction sales attached to them. 1 get an outlet by a bridge 
across Llizabeth-street to Mary-street, or somewhere about there, so as to give an outlet for all the goods 
which come into that upper station. I think, as nearly as I can calculate, the bottom ground resumption 
will consist of 32 acres. Taking the three stories together, we should get 95 acres of station accommo
dation proper. I reckon the main station consists of about 11 acres, and I think I might put with it the 
Port Macquarie fortification land of 10 acres. That will give about 11 7 acres of traffic accommodation. 
2111. Where did you get your areas? I have estimated them. Then I start and branch out of the 
lowest story into Hay-street with two traflic tram-lines for the accommodation of goods along Susscx- 
strect and Sussox-street wharfs. I continue that line through Sussex-street, through the Gasw'orks, 
down to the Kent-stroet wharf and two others. There might be some improvement difficulties to deal 
with, and 1 think the wharf-owners, as well as tbo Government, would hare lo yield very much, so as to 
bring the matter into working possibility. Most of those wharfs would then he on a level with this goods 
traffic 1 ram-line; but there are others, before we get down to the lower part of Sussex-streef, which would 
lie much lower than Susscx-strcet. 1 propose that the wharf-owners m these cases should provide a 
bridge or some means on a level with Sussex-street. so as to admit the trucks to go over and above the 
wharfs which are on a lower level, so that goods might be by such means wmund up by steam power and 
placed in the trucks and the trucks run forward again into Sussex-street upon the Su&sex-street goods-traffic 
line. This would bring all the goods in connection with my Belmore Park underground goods station, 
and could he put into communication with all the principal lines at present running into Ttedfcrn station.
2312. Mr. Zee.] "What would be the cost of carrying out your scheme ? Including the cost of the
Belmore station, resumptions of land from Liverpool-street to Hay-sfreet and from Pitt-street to Elizabeth- 
strect, and the buildings and land connected with the Roman Catholic Schools or Church, and the 
tunnelling through the Park to Port Macquarie only—I do not include anything outside the tunnel; and 
the same with Woolloomooloo,—Ido not include anything beyond tapping the main outlet—and including 
six platform stations (I include the lower platform in the main station as one of the stations), and the 
large passenger station, the cost will bo about £2,000,u00.# 1 have tried to pass with single lines on the
same principle by Wexford-strcet to Redfern station on two different forms—one is marked with a black 
cross line,—and I think I could get through to Redfern station by that line (that is, including the tunnel 
and stations) for £250,000. ■
2313. Additional ? So; alone. I take that as a separate scheme. I tried then to pass doivn Wexford- 
streot, making less or fewer resumptions, and only taking about 1 acre out of the land belonging to the 
Blind Institution and Police Barracks, and 'I think I could connect Redfern station by saving those 
resumptions for £225,000.
2311. Of course, all these arc merely estimates of costs ? That is all; there might be something saved or 
something to add. _ _ 4
2315. How do you propose to get goods to the third story ? The two lines adjoining the line which 
runs to Darling Harbour I purpose continuing by a bridge across Dcvonshire-street into tbe upper story. 
Prom that point it would be convenient to run the sidings to all parts of the upper station. 1 may state 
that I have only seen one scheme, and that is Mr. McMaster’s. 1 think his scheme for passing under the 
harbour is one of the best I have ever seen, and 1 think it might be attached to my scheme.
2316. Ton would accept Mr, MeMastcr’s scheme beyond Tort Macquarie ? t would.

TUESDAY,

6 Kora {m revision) In this sum I have included £10,000 for the extension of Castlereagh-street into Elizabeth- 
street, with a careful grade, so as to get all the traffic to run through this new street,,m place of continuing to run through 
Devonshire-street. I also intend to run the trams out of Castlereagh-street ou to the second level portion of the station, 
along the Elizabeth-street side, and so to come out at the comer of Liverpool-street into Eiizabeth-street. I also purpose 
diverting the George-strect trams, at the corner of Devonshire-streot, to the second level station, and to rim them along 
ifitt-street side to Liverpool-street, or nearly so, giving a curve round the front of the station into Elizabeth-street; or to 
run them up Castlereagk-street to join Elizabeth-street at some other point. Thus I get all the trams and trains to come 
together (it my new' central station, Oxford-street trams excepted.
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TUESDAY, 20 AFBIL, 1897.
$ resent:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWIH&, Esq., 3LP. (President).
Elio Hon. Frudertcic Tito.was '! 1 umpiiery, M.L.C.
The Hon, .Iaaies Hoskins, M.J;.C.
The Hon. Charles James Eoiierts, C.M.G-.,M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L C.

Frank Farnell.

Henry Clarke, Fsq., M.P. 
Charles Alfred Lee. Esq., M.F. 
John Jjionel Feoan, Esq., M.P. 
Gtkorgh Black, Esq., M.P.

Esq,, M. P.
Stephen Edward Perdrian, Surveyor, Department of Lands, further examined:—

2317. President^ Ton have been asked to furnish some information with regard to Mr. Greenwood's S. E. 
scheme? Yes, as to the value of Land, The amount to be resumed would be about 5 anres, allowing a Per[lrifiu- 
width of 80 feet. That is the portion of land to bo resumed which Mr. Greenwood calls the open cutting.
2318. Ton leave the question of the land which would be under an overhead railway or over a tunnel out2 ^ ’ *•
of consideration ? Yes. ‘
2319. Suppose we take it for granted that the open cutting and the overhead railway would require 
the resumption of land, leaving the question of the land under which the tunnel is an undecided one at 
present, how much would the area be then ? I have excluded the station in the open cutting; it would 
be 6 acres 2 roods 20 perches.
2320. Have you made the width greater down to Circular Quay ? Ho; the same width all the way—
80 feet,
2321. What would be the value of the acres ? About £500,000.
2322. What does Mr, Greenwood estimate it at? He takes a smaller area—3f acres—and he puts it at 
£370,000. I think his estimate of acres at that amount is fair, but it does not include the 10 percent., • 
nor compensation for the forced sale or the disruption of business.
2323. In that 3;' acres he does not include the land which would require to be resumed under an overhead 
railway nor any extra, width necessary for stations ? Ho. and he proposes to go under Tork-street; and 
Mr. Foxlec, in criticising Mr. Selfe’s proposal to do the same tiling, said York-strect was not sufficiently 
wide for four linos without interfering witli the foundations of buildings. You would have to shunt at 
the Quay in a tunnel, and in a part of the city very much used for traffic, especially by omnibuses. I think 
the land between the Custom House and the water’s edge is reclaimed land. Mr. Greenwood also takes 
2 acres of Wynyard-square for a station. ■

John Cash Neild, Esq., MP., sworn, and examined:—
2324. President.] You represent the electorate of Paddington in the Legislative Assembly? Yes. j. c Neild
2325. Do you wish to make a statement ? I wish to submit with a great deal of respect, and at the same .Esq.", M.P.’ 
time very strongly, that, in my opinion, and in the opinion of a great many pitmens with whom I have 
conversed, to bring the railway line to the top of King-street and leave it there would be a hmhly 20April,1897. 
undesirable plan to adopt in the interests of the public. I also wish to say that I am one of those who
arc strongly opposed to interfering with what I may describe as the garden of the poor—Hyde Park.
Perhaps I am not out of order in recalling the fact that when, a few' years ago, a proposal was made to 
interfere with the Park for railway purposes, a very large public meeting was held in the Park during the 
lunch-hour, attended by several thousands of persons, at which resolutions were unanimously adopted 
disapproving of any interference with the surface. That meeting was not organised by any agitators.
It was presided over by the Hon. James ISorton, M.L.C., and the resolutions were spoken lo by a lar»e 
number of influential citizens. Assuming that it is considered desirable to bring the railway into the city,
I submit other things than the mere convenience of a certain section of the population residing on the 
railway line should be considered. It is impossible to get a line which will absolutely convenience all the 
community, I have thought out a scheme which I admit at once I cannot give any estimates for—for 
two reasons. One is that I am not a civil engineer; and another is that as far as the value of the 
properties is concerned J have not gone into the matter. The first part of my proposal differs very 
little from those which have been made by a great many persons. My proposal is as follows :_  “
Leaving the Redfern station (which is not in Redfern, but in the city), the line would cross over Dcvonshire-street and 
pasa into the grounds of the Benevolent Asylum, on the aite of which a large passenger station should be constructed 
Thence, passing behind the'Female Refuge, the liuc_ would cross Belmore Dardens and Hay-street on a viaduct thus 
avoiding material interference with the gardensj and in no way disturbing the tram line. *

Passing under Ooulburn-strect, the line would reach a slightly sunken station to occupy the area of land hounded by 
Ooulbum and Liverpool, Castlereagh and Elizabeth streets. From this point the line would pass, in tunnel under Hyde 
Park in a north-easterly direction, and enter Cook Park on the north side of William-street, near its iunction with 
Boomerang-street. Neither Liverpool, Elizabeth, College, nor William streets would be interfered with. Boomerane- 
street, would* however, be closed, and tbe cable tram line taken vid William.street.

Cook and Phillip Parks, now absolutely useless and unused, and having, with Boomerang-street an area of about 
acres, would be cut down and levelled, providing a splendid site for the central station close to the top of Kinc-street and 
having access to the cable tram on two sides. r “ ’

From tho north-east corner of the station the line could he taken to Woolloomooloo Bay to accommodate passentrer 
and goods traffic, and thence run eastward through Paddington, Woolkhra, Waverley, Kandwick, and westward throuk 
Waterloo to the lllawarra line, as has been frequently proposed. s

The city line would cross Woolloomooloo-gtreet, on a viaduct at the east end of the Cathedral grounds, and shortly 
after entering the Domain would pass, in tunnel, north-westerly to the south-east corner of the Circular Quay An under
ground station, to accommodate passenger traffic to the Domain and Gardens, the new Houses of Parliament the Public 
Lilwary, &c could be established lictwceii the Cricket Ground and the Bourke Statue, and another large underground 
station, with outlets by flights of steps to Phillip.streeb and very slightly ascending footways to tho Circular Quay, could 
be placed at the site of the W ater Police Court, thus amply providing for the waterside passenger traffic. J

A short tunnel would take the line under Macquane-slrect and Hie Inner Domain to Macquarie Point where a 
goods station could be established, * ‘

From _ the south-east corner of the Circular Quay the line would pass, in cutting, to the western side of tbe Ouav 
where another station could he constructed on and about the site of the Old Commissariat Stores, from which point a short 
tunnel and open line, skirting George-strect north, would enable the railway to roach Dawes Point, whence it could here
after be taken, in steel tunnel, under the harbour, to unite with the existing line at Milson’s Point. The Dawea Point branch 
would render valuable the large Government property formoily occupied by the A.S.N. Company.

26—P The
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J, C. Neild, The main line would pass, in tunnel, westerly, under George and other streets, the Observatory Hill, and Kent-street,
Esq., M.P. and a station could he constructed between the line of Kcnt-street and Barling Harbour, on the vacant land north of the 

n Gas Company’s premises, where any nccessatj reclamation conld he readily carried out with the material from the tunnel. 
20April, 1897. d-’he erection of wharfs at this point would prove a most profitable expenditure, both as regards wharfage dues and 

railway traffic.
A short line, in tunnel, under Kent-street, would tap the goods’ traffic of the Grafton wharfs, and another, that of 

* Miller’s Point. _ ‘
The cost of removing the rock excavated in the construction of the line, might he reduced to a nominal sum by 

removing it in punts to. say, Kuse Bay, and building an island in the useless shallow water there : an island which wrould, 
in time, become an added beauty to the harbour. It would cost as much to enrt as to excavate, possibly more.

The length of the tunnels would he, approximately : —
. I. Under Hyde Park, a little over a quarter of a mile.

2. Under the Domain, a little under three quarters of a mile.
3. Under the Observatory, a little over a quarter of a mile.

Say one and a half miles in all.
The city block to lie resumed contains nothing but squalid and paltry structures.

One of the great costs of a city or suburban railway will bo the difficulty of getting rid of tbe material 
excavated, and I submit that the cost of removing rock excavated in the construction of the lino might 
bo reduced to a nominal sum by running it in tramways to punts and removing it to tbe shallow waters 
of Rose Bay, now useless for shipping, and building one or more islands there, which would add to the 
picturesqueness of the locality, and probably have a use hereafter. The main points in favour of my 
scheme are these : There would he no buildings of any value destroyed. The cost of resumptions would 
ho reduced to the smallest possible minimum, and no public park, or place of recreation of any value 
would be interfered with. I take it that it is impossible to obtain an absolutely central site. If you 
go to Melbourne, the stations are all at the side of the city. If you go to Adelaide and Brisbane, it is so, 
and if you go to London, the same thing obtains. You will find stations in London only just across the 

■ Thames ; and tho distance betv'een the waterside stations—Charing Cross, Blackfriars and Cannon- 
street—and the Liverpool-street, Paddington, Euston, or St. Pancras station, or away to the west tbe 
Victoria station, is to be measured by miles, and requires from twenty minutes to half an hour of cab
driving to reach them.
2320. You believe that the city railway should be brought in touch with "Woolloomooloo Bay, Circular 
Quay, and Darling Harbour ? I do
2327. And any extension lo the city should carry with it the possibility of extension to the eastern 
suburbs? Yes. As an old business man J certainly think the goods traffic of the Colony has quite as 
much occasion to be considered as the passenger traffic, because -there is steam, and there is to be electric 
tram communication with Redfern. There are abundance of ’buses and cabs. Tbe time occupied in 
getting from any central portion of the city by any of these means is a matter only of a few moments, 
whilst for the goods traffic the time occupied amounts to an hour or thereabouts. The cost of moving a 
ton of goods to Rcdfem station is very much greater thau to move a passenger or two.
232S. You, in your scheme, save resumption as much as you can. Then you save the people’s park, and 
then you bring your scheme into touch with the G-oiernment wharfs at "Woolloomooloo Bay, Circular 
Quay, and Darling Harbour, Those three things control your scheme, with the possibility of an extension 
to the North Shore and eastern suburbs ? Exactly.
2329. And a scheme which does that—although not exactly on the same lines as yours—meets your 
approval ? Yes.
2330. Mr. ILamphcry.} You mentioned the terminal stations at Melbourne, Brisbane, and Adelaide, as
not being in the heart of the city : are we to understand that you mean they are not nearer the main 
street of the city than the position you propose for the Sydney terminus at Boomerang-street ? Not 
materially. •
2331. You do not desire to convey that the present Redfern station is as near the Sydney Post Office as 
are the Brisbane, Adelaide, and Melbourne stations near the post-offices there? No; the Melbourne, 
Adelaide, and Brisbane stations are much nearer the post-offices than ours is.
2332. Do you think the present station is sufficiently near to the main business centre ? If nothing more 
is lo be considered than the passenger traffic to and from the city. If the suburban extensions and goods 
traffic are to be excluded from consideration, a proper site for the railway station would be about the site 
of the present Benevolent Asylum, If only the passenger traffic from the western suburbs is to be 
considered, the Colony ought not to be put to tho expense of bringing a line further than tho site of tbe 
Benevolent Asylum. I admit that the present site is considerably inconvenient, as ivell as somewhat 
distant. It cannot be approached by foot passengers without considerable risk iu connection with passing 
trams and vehicles. It is too busy and dangerous a. point.

■ 2333. The present position with regard to the Benevolent Asylum is this: That almost the same
expenditure would bo necessary there as to make a terminal station nearer to King-street, and there would 
be no return upon the expenditure, inasmuch as the travelling public would not be required to pay more 
than they pay at the present time, ivhereas by bringing the station nearer to King-street no additional 
charge could be made, which would cover interest on the cost of construction. Having that in view’, as 
well as the present inconvenient position of the Redfern station, do you not think it would be desirable to 
extend the railway into the city instead of leaving it as you suggest at the Benevolent Asylum ? I say 
plainly I am not m favour of keeping the station at or near Dcvonshire-street. 1 think it ought to be 
brought further.
2334. You think it should be somewhere near to St. Mary’s Cathedral? Yes.
2335. That site would be as convenient to the public as tho proposed Park-street or tjt, James’-road sites, 

" or even the site of the Government Architect’s Office ? There is practically no difference between the site
1 suggest and that of the Government Architect'll Office, but my great objection to bringing it to the 
position you describe would bo the destruction of valuable buildings and Hyde Park. I do not think the 
sliort distance between St. Jamcs’-road and Cook and Phillip Parks sites would warrant tbe deslruction 
of the buildings and park which I have spoken of.
2333. You regard the 10 acres of Hyde Park at the corner of St. lames’s-road and Elizabeth-street as
much more valuable than Cook or Phillip Parks? T do.
2337. You would rather sacrifice Cook and Phillip Parks iban the 10 acres along Elizabeth-street and
St. James'-road ? I would utilise instead of sacrifice. J do not know that beyond the feeding of a few

stray
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stray cows, either Cook or Phillip Park are put io auv purpose. J think a great deal of care should be
exercised in connection with tunnels. There has been auv amount of difficulty with the Underground
Kailway in London, and it is the most filthy mode of travelling 1 have ever experienced, even though the 2oipri 1,1897.
engines are supposed to bo free from smoke. Mjr suggestion involves only about a quarter of a mile of ’
tunnel to reach the central station. The ventilation could be accomplished by openings in tbe park
which could be made ornamental. I am quite certain that if the George-street electric tram is as successful
as we hope it will be, a large number of people will prefer to travel by it than to go through a tunnel.
2338. Have you any hesitation in saying that if it is possible to avoid a tunnel, in extending the railway,
it should be done even at additional cost ? I think so. _
2339. Is it your view that wherever the temporarv station may be built in the city, we should keep in
mind the further extension of the railway, so as to touch Circular Quay, and come round by way of the 
suburbs, to connect with the lllawarra line ? Certainly. _
2340. Mr. Black.'] If money is to be spent on giving increased railway accommodation, the returning 
portion—that is to say, the line itself—will he that which carries the passengers? The passengers and 
goods.
2341. That is to say, the mere removal of the station to a point which may be considered more central, 
which will be merely a place of ingress and egress, would not of itself constitute any reason for asking 
people to pay ^d. or Id. additional fare. It is not tbo station which benefits them but the line itself? Yes.
2342. Then if the central station is left where it is, and the passeugers arc carried further on by a line,
that of itself will constitute a sufficient excuse for asking them to pay an additional fare ? 1 take it for
granted an additional fare will be paid.
2343. But not because of tbe removal of the station alone? Ko.

WEDNESDAY, 28 APRIL, 1897.
^rrnent:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (Phesedent).
The Hon. Pkederick Thomas Hujiphert, M.L C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Chaeles James Koherts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
Tho Hon. William Joseph Trickett, M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henrt Clabke, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Eecs-an, Esq., M.P.
Thomas Henrt IIassall, Esq., M.P.
George Black, Esq.. M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.
Frank Farnei.l, Esq., M.P.

John Wright, Civil Engineer, sworn, and examined:—
2344. PresidentI\ 1 believe that for a number of years you were employed by the Government as a J, Wright,
constructing engineer ? Yes. >wA>—s.
2345. Are you awaro of the various schemes which have been from time to time suggested for the extension 28 April,18D7, 
into the city of the railway ? Yes.
2346. Do you desire to make a general statement? Yes. In tbe many proposals which have been made, 
with the exception of one, it has been found necessary to mine tunnels. As far as the railway practice of 
the old country and America is concerned, tunnels have been found most uncomfortable, and people now 
realise the fact that they are unhealthy. In addition to that, they involve great initial cost as well 
as great cost of maintenance. It has struck me for some years past that no proposal would be better than 
one to connect the nortli with tho south.
2347. That is the present railway system in the south with the North Shore and Hornsby one? Yes. Com
plaint is made as to the congestion of traffic at Kcdfern. It does not matter from what part you come— 
south, west, or north—you meet a dead end. If any loop could be found—for example, a loop which will 
connect the Northern lino with Redfern, so that there well be a clear way right through—the cost of 
making it would he warranted, because of the facilities which it would give for relieving the Redfern traffic.
I do not think it is possible that any tunnel under the harbour would be less costly than an over bridge.
So far as shipping is concerned, we are getting lower down with our masts. About six years ago I ascer
tained the heights of all tho vessels. The “ Cutty 8ark” was the highest—about 171 or 172 feet. Now 
we get steamers under 100 feet. The largest steamers now afloat have masts of from 100 to 120 feet.
The easiest way of getting out of our difficulty is, I think, to connect the north with the south as suggested.
The various loops for eastern suburbs could bo arranged from Redfern, but in what manner I am not 
prepared to say. That is a matter for the Railway Commissioners. My principal reason for giving 
evidence is to bring before you the fact that it would relieve nearly one-third of the traffic of the Colony 
if we bad a loop and an overhead bridge going to North Shore.
2348. Yon understand that there might be a need to bring a large number of trains into the city to carry ’ 
the suburban passengers who would not be required to pass to North Shore ? Yes. 1
2349. Therefore, that does not cure the evil? No ; but it takes away one-third of it at once.
2350. What is your idea with regard to the position of the bridge ? One or two have been suggested, and 
I think the best- will be one from the Observatory to Blue’s Point, or from Dawes Point to McMahon’s 
Point.
2351. What height? If the exigencies of the wool traffic demand that wool vessels shall go beyond it, it 
will have to be of such a height as to enable them to pass clear. It should be about 170 feet. If the 
vessels strike their topmasts 150 feet would he ample.
2352. What about the cost of the bridge ? . That was estimated by Sir John Fowler at about £750,000.
When Sir Benjamin Baker was out here, however, he told me it could be constructed for about £500,000 
or £600,000 ; that includes the approaches. There were two proposals—one with cylinders and the other 
with cantilevers—only one pier in the centre.
2353. What would bo tbe cost of the resumption between Redfern and the southern approach to the 
bridge? About £800,000. That estimate was made in tho year 1891 or 1892.
2351. Have you any idea of the cost of the North 8borc resumptions? It would be very light now.
There is only about a mile of line to construct from between Edwards’-road and Blue’s Point, and it is 
not much built upon. 2355,
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J. Wright. 2355. "What •wouldbe the cost of tbe construction of tbe line from Redfern to tbe bridge approach?
According to the official estimate, made six years ago, it would be £26,000 or £27,000. That was for a 

28 April,1897. doublo line only_

2356. Was it all open ? Yes.
• 2357. Any of it overhead ? Yes ; some of it about the Hay market, and the residue was on the surface,

or in slight cuttings in one or two places.
2358. Does the resumption include the area required for station sites ? Yes; of course they would he 
limited, and as narrow as possible.
235!). Does the £30,000 carry with it the construction of the railway stations? Yes; I think only two 
were proposed.
2360. Therefore the works and the resumption required from Redfern until you reach tho northern side of 
the harbour—say McMahon’s Point—would cost £1,430,000? About £1,500,000.
2361. To that requires to bo added the cost of the resumption on the northern side of the harbour, and 
tbe eonstmetion of the line on the northern side of the harbour ? Yes.
2362. You believe that in both instances the cost would not be very great ? I do not see how it could be 
on the northern side of the harbour, because it is not built over, except very slightly at one point. When 
I went over I do not think there were more than 200 houses, aud I do not think 1 per cent, has been 
added since.
2363. How high would tho cliffs be at tbe northern approach to the bridge? There is rather a long 
approach on the northern side. The cost of that approach is embraced in the £600,000 for the bridge.
2364. How far from the water would tho bridge be at tho point at which the railway would touch it? 
On the North Shore side about 30 to 35 chains from the water.
2365. You require that to get a grade to the bridge ? Yes.
236J. Mr, Hoskins^] Do you think ouc-third of the people who now use the North Shore ferry would go 
so far out of their way to the Observatory to get to the bridge ? I can only reply from the results of 
the construction of the Brooklyn Bridge in America. The ferry traffic there was reduced from about forty 
boats to four.
2367. President.'] Would, the bridge he fit for the carriage of all traffic ? Yes; and tho railway as well.
2368. Mr. Hmnpherij.] Have you considered the proposal’to extend the railway from Redfern to Park-
street or St. James’-road ? Yes; Ido not see bow that will alter the present congested condition of 
Redfern; it will simply bring it a little further on. '
2869. Then you have not seen the proposal to have a loop ? Yes, I have. Tho one loop runs as far as 
there.
2370. One proposal is that there should bo a loop near the Art Gallery, so as to render unnecessary the 
dead end to which you take exception? But. supposing that for the next six or ten years, which is very 
likely, the increase of traffic is as great as it has been during the last six or ten years, you will still be in 

' tbe samelix, unless you have something to take away some of the western, northern, or southern traffic,
■ 2371, Would it be practicable to extend the railway from or near the central position mentioned in the

direction of Dawes Point, and by bridge to North Shore ? Yes.
2372. Therefore, although, perhaps, for present purposes, the terminal station might ho regarded as 
being fixed m the vicinity of Ring or Park-street, it would not prevent any future extension if it were 
thought necessary ? I think it would.
2373. Why? Because you would not have sufficient elevation in King-street to get across to North
Shore. .
2374. Could it he extended from the neighbourhood of King-street to Dawes Point ? The levels are 
rather against it, because there is a great dip in George-strect, and it would be some trouble to get over.
2375. Your idea is that a railway extended from Redfern must be kept to the west of George-street ? 
Yes.
2376. Therefore, your extension would essentially be to connect with the North Shore railway? Yes ; I 
simply suggest it as a means of relieving the present congestion at Redfern. it would be one means of 
taking away one-third of tbe traffic. Of course, tbe northern traffic will increase more than any other 
traffic.
2377. Mr. Hoskins.] What is the difference in the elevation between Redfern station and the Observa
tory ? I do not know, but it is not very much.

J, Horbury Hunt, Architect, sworn, and examined'
J. H. Huai1 2378. President^] Have you considered the question of a city railway ? Yes, for many years.

n 2379. Has the map on the wall been prepared under your supervision ? Yes.
28April,!897' 2380. Do you desire to make a statement ? I should like to read my views, which are as follow:—

As an old colonist—but more especially as an architect following my profession in this city these thirty-fivo years—and, 
further, having for the past twenty years devoted much thought to the subject before you, -while during the same time 
advocating through the public Tress tho practicability and possibility of making Sydney a beautiful commercial city, 
prompts me, gentlemen, to come before you to-day for the purpose of entering my strongest protest against any attempt to 
insert the thin edge of the wedge of destruction to Hyde Park, which is certain to be its ultimate fate, by placing on any 
portion of that site a railway station—1 care not how inagniGoent the conception of that building may be. _

All of us must admit that there will be a great national and civic advantage to a young and fast-growing city like 
this by having its metropolitan railway station well placed. _

Yet a chief city station with all its advantages is not tho only, neither is it a paramount feature in either our civic 
or national requirements.

. Let it be remembered, however, that tho metropolis of any nation is in a way national property.
In all earnestness, 1 ask, shall one of the main features of a naturally beautiful city as Sydney undoubtedly is, I 

repeat, shall that feature he now taken from us ; yea, lost to posterity for ever. Gentlemen, I submit that this is no 
triflin'* question—one not to be brushed to one side simply to satisfy tho requirements of a few rabid advocates of this 
Hyde'Park station. I make no hesitation in saying that nine-tenths of those advocates have never carefully considered 
this important question, while very few have any iituess or disposition of thought for matters of this kind, simply their 
own sellish wants ruling their determination ; and t:o fully satisfy those wants these men would have no compunction what
ever in placing this big station building in the midst of the Botanio Gardens. _ _

With every respect to our brother civil engineers and especially our deservedly respected Railway Commissioners, I 
must say that these big railway structures are at best but ugly-looking fabrics, the larger in bulk the more intense in 
their inherent utilitarian ugliness.
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On thnSG gronndi; alone, a chief railway station should not be thrust into juxtaposition with our city architecture of 
the type that should adorn the frontages to Hyde Park. Uig warehouses and a railway station arc fitter companions.

_ All this will by some be termed sentiment—in fact, several who have already given evidence before yon and to a 
previous Commission have spoken jeeringly of sentiment. Those gentlemen are, I fear, just a bit ignorant of the fact that 
this particular trait of character was notably very prominent in our ancient city builders, and cannot well be set to one 
side by our modem city builders.

Every true advocate for making Sydney a beautiful commercial city' will require, and they will stoutly contend for 
the absolute preservation of the whole existing area of Hyde Park. _

The advocates of the Hyde Park scheme can depend on it that any attempt to obtrude on the Park any railway 
station or open cutting will be resisted in a surprisingly effectual manner. There are hundreds and hundreds of citizens 
who mother ways than coming here to protest will make their power felt. Why, it is a fact that such a proposal of 
vandalism would not have forty-eight hoars’ life in Victoria.

_ The streets bounding the park will provide our coming architects with most valuable frontages for important future 
buildings in addition to several now surrounding the park.

The present or some closely-following C overnment will do well for the nation by making these sites secure for the 
purpose here advocated.

_ The necessity for preserving tins our most important city square as such (and not to be turned into a railway yard) 
will, I am confident, when once brought straight home to your intelligence, he accepted in tho manner and for the purpose 
which I now desire to set out.

_ If I were an autocrat as well as an architect, I would at once assign to our future Public Library the whole of the 
sites of the present Law Courts, St. James’Church, and the Registrar-General’s Offices. Then, for our future Courts of 
Justice (to embrace all tho Courts, except the Criminal), also the Attorney-General’s and Registrar-General's Departments, 
I would give thereto the sites of the District Court, Equity Court, and the Mint.

_ Ko better position can be named for those important offices. Tho architecture of such a group could then to excep
tional advantage be seen and enjoyed from the Domain on the one side and from tho Park on the other.

Wo have on tbo next and adjoining site the Cathedral of St. Mary’s, which, when completed, will be one other grand 
feature in the Park view.

Next comes the Museum, which, when finished, will bo a very imposing building.
Following on comes our Sydney Grammar School. The site adjoining this should bo taken for the Technical 

Museum. Then at the corner of Liverpool and College Streets I would plaee the Girls’ Public High School (removed from 
its present position opposite tho Registrar-General's Offices), thus completing the north and east side of our city square, 
while on the east side preserving that beautiful outlook over Cook Park, (Sentiment again).

_ On the south side, at tbe corner of Oxford and Liverpool Streets, I would place the future new Anglican Cathedral, 
this site to bo in exchange for St. James’ Church property, together with the old parsonage property site. Let it be 
remembered that tbe present St. Andrews is but a pari sh church. Permit me parenthetically to say that when the Church of 
Rome has completed its fine structure, then the Church of England will he aroused to a spirit of emulation; then this will be 
unquestionably the site for its cathedral.

On the west and fourth side we have the Synagogue, also the Oddfellows’ Hall. This hall some of these days no 
doubt will be made more imposing architecturally, the remaining sites to be taken for various large public buildings, for 
instance, a grand opera bouse, while another will go for a grand theatre. Sites on this side of the park are eminently suit
able for the last-named buildings, as they would have the protection of streets on all sides. Others'of these sites, with 
those on the south side, to bo in time taken for various important buildings here might properly be found homes for all our 
learned and scientific bodies.

Hyde Park thus surrounded on its four sides with buildings of the public character here set forth, and of good 
architecture, then this park would be a spot in onr city which even the ultra-utilitarian man would be justly proud of— 
yes, as proud as all of us arc of the harbour—while few cities could compete with us in two such fine civic features. Will 
it not, therefore, be a great national mistake—yea, a big blunder—to intrude into this city square such a building as 
proposed, ivith its surroundings. Do what you will with a railway station, it will be foreign to the architectural capa
bilities of this part of our city. On tbe other hand, to do anything that will prevent the future conception of what I have 
so imperfectly set before you, will bo a positive disgrace to our intelligence, and a disregard to our trustship for our 
successors, who may, lo our shame, ask where exists the proof of the need for destroying this city square.

Rlufekn v. Hyjiu Park,
On this plan of the city I have ventured to plot down my views of tho extension of tile railway into the city, with 

extended wharf accommodation, now sites for warehouses, together with some street improvements, all of which I respect
fully submit should he taken up as one study, because they are each important features, and, from a commercial point of 
view, in any comprehensive plan of railway or other city improvement, they should not, in the interests of the whole city, 
he considered one aside from the other.

It is contended—and rightly so—that the railway terminus should he near the centre of the city, but what centre— 
that of 1897 or that of 1997.

In 1863 I was engaged in building a block of buildings near the Exchange, the site for those buildings having been 
fixed upon, because at that time (thirty-four years ago) that locality was considered to be about the centre of the city, 
while the old post office (standing on the present site) was spoken of as “up the town.” Therefore, those of us who have 
had many years’ practical experience of the growth of this city can best bear testimony to the fact that year by year the 
active commercial centre of the city is tending Redfern wards, where it will no doubt permanently fetch up ere fifty years 
have rolled by. On tbe other hand it must be remembered that our toilers for daily bread are not now all engaged in Pitt, 
George, and York Streets, as of yore. Do we not see springing up in every direction about Redfern places of business where 
thousands of employees will be speedily required ; quick and easy access to tbe central station just as much if not more so 
than those of us in the north-west part of the city, where we are limited in city area, while to the south-east there is no 
such limit. ‘

It will be admitted on all sides that a metropolitan station wisely placed requires plenty of space all about it, within 
and without its own boundary lines. This, I think, is well provided for by my scheme, which, in a great measure, is that 
of one of those set forth by the Railway Commissioners. The area embraced in my plan being about 35 acres taken within 
tho station fences, while on the outside of those lines there will Ixs a-road 100 feet wide ; also a large square at each of tho 
three angles where the roads meet. The larger of these having an area- of about 5 acres. By this plan the city would 
have for tho present and far into the future ample provision for its railway requirements. In these proposed station grounds 
there will he about three and a half times the urea of the proposed Hyde Park scheme. _

To seriously compare the many and important advantages of the Asylum site, together with its ample future require
ments and great capabilities as against the few and less important capabilities and restricted future requirements that this 
Hyde Park scheme possesses, might well be termed playing with such comparisons. Row, as against the Asylum site, 
there cannot ho advanced and successfully supporter! any railway engineering or civil engineering difficulty, or any archi
tectural or civic objections thereto, for it has not any. Whereas with Hyde Park site, neither raihvay engineering com
bined with civil engineering skill can make it a site for a station such as this city will be demanding ere long.

The Chief Commissioner says, in answer to 464 (previous inquiry), “How long do you think the Station (HydePark) 
you have proposed ought to last ?”—“I should think it ought to last twenty-five years; hut, as T have already said, I' 
would rather suggest, if any further accommodation were required, that tho scheme to tho west of tho city should be 
considered.” On page 92 the Chief Commissioner further says, “Ibis absolutely necessary that the station should be on 
the street level. . . It would he most unwise to adopt any underground station or anything of the kind to deal with
tho main traffic of Sydney.” Hero we have tho most reliable evidence from the highest authority amongst us showingtbat 
Hyde Park is not a perfect spot for tho terminus, because it will be good for only twenty-five years; while tho fatal 
objection to it is that it is an underground station. Mark the Commissioner's words- -“It would be most unwise to adopt 
any underground station or anything of the kind.” Mr. Eddy informed the Commission that the Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Company had recently spent £975,000 to bring their station to street level by only a few feet.

It will be found that after the novelty of the new station has passed away, which generally awaits upon now things, 
then the business public who are to lie brought into the city from beyond Redfern-and shot out at Hyde Park, 25 feet below 
the street level, there left to climb up innumerable steps, and wend their way to the vicinity of Wynyard Square—mark

you.

1 - ' ' 117

J. H. Hunt. 

28April,18»7.
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J, H. Hunt, you, the ’buses, trftms, and cabs are supposed to be dispensed with by the adoption of this Hyde Park site—then on the 
f—homeward trip to have to climb up the King-street hill, and of a hot summer afternoon to sit in a carriage sunk down into 

28 April, 1S97. an excavation 25 feet deep ; imagine all this, and the wail to follow, and the indignation that will be expressed for having 
adopted this what will be called “Dutch oven ” terminus, or, on the other hand, “ All-lo-one-sido-of-thc-city terminus 
while the eastern residents will be severe in their censure for the unpardonable damage done to the park grounds,

Flagstaek Hill.
For fully twenty years past I have advocated, through the public press, a scheme for resuming the whole of the 

Flagstaff Hill and its surroundings to the extent shown on this plan—by the neutral tint—and levelling the whole of that 
area down to the present level of the Circular Quay. This importantly-situated section of our city as now existing is, from a 
commercial point of view, all but useless to us. On this newly fonned area of the city could then be placed with groat 
present and future advantage a truly city station at street level—in tho position, for instance, shown on the plan by a red 
tint—with one or two underground stopping places en route to Kcdfern.

Trams.
I am of opinion that our Raihvay Commissioners are capable of serving in a most ciiieient manner the wants of the 

city people as well as the near-at-hand suburban residents, by trams traversing the city streets north and south, east and 
west; picking up and putting down the travelling public almost at their will, to an extent that never conld be attained by 
a raihvay service for such short distances. On this plan I have indicated some extension of our tram service.

Flagstaff Hill for Wharf and Warehouse Accommodation.
Those who are alive to the future commercial importance of this city will commend Mr. Reid for his forethought in 

commissioning you to take into consideration the desirableness of resuming the whole of the wharf frontages of Barling 
Harbour, and reconstructing that line of wharfage and improved warehouse facilities. No doubt all this will appear to 
some men a stupendous order ; however, it is not a work to be done in five or twenty-five years. In conjunction with the 
Premier’s project, I submit my scheme asset out on this plan for resuming the whole of the Flagstaff Hill locality, and 
level it down, as before stated. We could then have one line of wharf frontage for circular Quay to the head of Darling 
Harbour, with an immense area for modem warehouses, thus making this important section of the city our chief scat of 
commercial activity. _

As your Commission does not include the street question, it would be out of order in making any reference to what 
I have shown on this plan. It is, however, a question that cannot well stand out of the two subjects before you.

I may go further into this at a future examination ; therefore, it will he well to omit alluding to so small 
a reform here.

THURSDAY, 29 APRIL, 1897.
Jiressent:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphert, M.L.C. 
The Honi James Hoskins, M.L.O.
The Hon. Charles James Koberts, C.M.G-., M.L.C. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, M.L.C. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Leg an, Esq., M..P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wrioht, Esq., M.P. 
Frank Farnell,. Esq., M.P.

Alderman Charles Edward Jeanneret, sworn, aud examined
2381. President.'] You are an Alderman of the City of Sydney ? Yes. _
2382. Are you aware of the proposal before the Commission P Yes. I know the details of the Hyde
Park scheme, and I have seen reports of the other scheme. _ ...

.. 2383. Do you wish to make a statement with regard to your views? les. My opinion is that the
<.9April,Isay. ra£way should not at present be extended into tbe city further than it is now. The existing site is the 

most central, and the centre will gradually extend towards the south-west, so that ultimately Newtown or 
Stanmore will become tbe central point of Sydney instead of itedfern, at any rate, at present, the railway 
should not be extended this side of Prince Alfred Park, which might well be resumed by the Government, 
or if necessary Devonsbire-street could be closed, and the Benevolent Asylum taken in. My opinion is 
that Prince Alfred Park is of very little use iu its present form to the City of Sydney, and the streets 
which surround it could also be taken.
2384. Lying east of the park ? Yes. _
2385. Hr. Hoskins.] We have had it in evidence that the' railway cannot be taken into the park inasmuch 
as it would require too sharp a curve? I do not know what engineering difficulties there may be. I am 
only speaking as a citizen, and 1 think I know the views of most of tbe citizens on the subject. The 
majority of the citizens are strongly opposed to any resumption of Hyde Park for tho purpose of a 
railway station. I will quote a resolution passed by the City Council on 21st January, 1891. 1 may say 
I am not authorised by the Council to appear here, but 1 think some one ought to be authorised to 
appear. The resolution states:—

That this Council protests most emphatically against any portion of Hyde Park being resumed for railway purposes, 
and urges the Government to reject any such proposal as inimical to the best interests of the people.
238S. President?] Was that resolution passed unanimously? Yes. I may say the matter has been 
brought up a good many times recently in the City Council, and I have never heard any expression of 
opinion on the part of any Alderman in favour of the extension to Hyde Park. I have heard many 
expressions of opinion against it. I think the opinion of the City Council is that the scheme is one which 
must be carried out, and that their objections should be made after the report of the Commission has 
been submitted. I dissent from that view. 1 think that now is the time .for the Council to object.
2387. In your opinion would there be a protest from the City Council ? ’[’here would be if they thought 
the park was going to be taken. I imagine a protest has been conveyed to tho Government, and baa not 
been brought officially before tbe Commission.
2388. Have you any information to lay before us with regard to an extension into the city, should it be 
thought desirable, from Itedfern ? I have no information of an engineering character, but speaking from 
a eommonsense view of ihe question I think the establishment of the electric system of tramways does 
away altogether with the necessity of any extension into the city. Tt will be far more convenient for the 
majority of the people than any rail-way.

2388-

Aldormnn
C.E.JeannEiret.
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2389. That pretty well covers your case ? Excepting that there is a possibility, for the purposes of goods Alderman 
traffic, of an extension round the harbour. I believe it would he desirable to extend the line by means
of a new street between Sussex-street and Darling Harbour. I have been thirty-five or forty years doing 
business on the eastern shores of Darling Harbour, and I feel convinced that there is a need for some 29April,18D7. 
way of communication with the railway by moans of iron rails round ihe harbour foreshores. I am not '
of opinion that there is at present a large traffic there which goes to the railway, hut there is an immense 
amount of traffic to different parts of the city, and it is conducted under very difficult conditions indeed.
It is raised from the water up to Sussex-street very suddenly. The congestion is increasing in the streets 
there every day. A large portion of the traffic which used formerly to come to Circular Quay has been 
moved to the head of Darling Harbour. The ships are crowded round those shores to an unprecedented 
extent. All the ships of the A.TJ.S.N". Co., which used to be brought to Circular Quay, and some of them 
to Grafton Wharf, are now centred close to the bridge. All the steam companies, in fact, are now seeking 
wharfage accommodation in Darling Harbour, ou the eastern side. The cousequence is that the traffic is 
increasing there to a marvellous extent. Tbe question is, how is it to be carried out in the streets. In 
my opinion it could be met without much expense, and perhaps without any at all, by starting a street 
from the head of Darling Harbour, near the railway line, and carrying it between Sussex-street and 
Darling Harbour, as far as the gas-works. It would become part of Sussex-street at Dalgety’s Wharf, ' 
before getting to the Gas-works. Then it could be continued by a tunnel under the Flagstaff or to 
Circular Quay, and thence, if need be, to North Shore ; but not by means of a bridge. I do not think a 
bridge is necessary. I think it could bo carried there without a bridge ivith less expense. I am strongly 
of opinion that another street is needed, between Sussex-street and the Harbour, and it could be an iron 
or steel rail street. That would enable railway trucks or railway engines to be carried along the street, 
and there would be no great interference with the vehicular traffic which otherwise would be there. The 
idea of running raihvay lines and the railways in the public streets is not a new one. It is done all over 
the world. There is a number of streets and lanes which could he taken in, so that the resumptions 
would be very little, and the frontages which could be sold would, in my opinion, recoup the Government 
or the Municipal Council for any outlay they might make in creating the now streets. A great mistake is 
being made at Darling Harbour at tho present time. There is an unwillingness on the part of the Govern
ment to increase what is called the line of reclamation in Darling Harbour. They give away a few inches 
at a time when, in point of fact, the matter should he dealt with in a bold spirit, and more room given •
there than there is at present. The vessels lying in Darling Harbour now overlap the line of reclamation 
by nearly half their length. If all these vessels are moored end ou to the shore it might be just as well 
for tbo Government to extend the limit of reclamation, and give a great deal more room for the loading 
and discharging of cargo, and at the same time obtain more revenue for tbe State.
2390. You are speaking rather of the extension of the wharfs than of the reclamation itself? This is
with the view of making more room for the street, because if you take away a part of space which exists 
there for making the street wider, what are you going to do with the stores. You must make up for 
that in some way. There is nothing to interfere with vehicular traffic in the putting down of iron or steel 
rails to carry trucks, whilst they would be an immense convenience to all the shipping companies, I do 
not mean to say there is no large up country trade there at present, but what there is is increasing every 
day. Of coutse it does not follow that if you put rails of tiffs kind down you will require regular sets of 
trains there, '
2391. You are looking rather to the future ? Yes; but there is a. great necessity for a change now, It 
is more apparent now than it has ever been before.

Henry Deane. Enginecr-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, further 
’ - examined :—

2392. President,'} You have had the various matters which have come before the Commission placed H. Deane,
before you from time to time ? Yes. 1. propose to explain what has been done towards preparing an 
alternative scheme. 29 April,1897.
2393. Ihe Commission understands that owing to the limited time at your disposal any estimate of cost
of the alternative scheme must he regarded as approximate ? It is very rough indeed. ■
2394. I suppose that tho alternative extension, as far as the Park, is similar to the proposal which has 
already been explained ? A proposal has been worked out, under instructions, to show what can he done 
as an alternative scheme to bring the railway into the neighbourhood of Hyde Park without materially 
interfering with the Park—abolishing tbe principal station in the Park and substituting one pretty close ' 
up between Elizabeth-street and Castlereagh-street, which, as far as position is concerned, will answer 
equally well.
2395. And also bringing the railway in touch with Circular Quay ? Yes. The site is across Market- 
street, between the Synagogue and King-street. The station will' be below the level of Market-street, 
between Castlercagh-street and Elizabeth-street, and it is proposed to close Markct-strcet for traffic.
2393. You refer to that part ot Market-street between Castlercagh-street and Elizabeth-street ? Yes.
2397. Will you explain the scheme ? The difference between this scheme and what is known as tbe
Hyde Park scheme is very material. In the first place there are only four lines-provided instead of six, 
from Eedfern into the city. “
2398. May we take it for granted that this scheme will do all that is claimed to he done with the scheme 
placed before us in the first instance ? Not quite, I think. In. some respects it does not do as much, 
and in other respects it does more. The line follows the same route, practically, as the other, until it 
approaches Park-street, where it diverges so as to pass under Elizabeth-street in the neighbourhood of the 
Synagogue, and to form a station between that point and King-street. The centre of the station will he 
very near the position which Market-street occupies between Castlereagb-street and Elizabeth-street.
The station there will he an underground station with three double platforms, booking offices and 
waiting-rooms, ‘
2399. Although underground it will be open above, ] suppose ? Yes ; it is proposed to cover it with a large 
roof, properly ventilated,
2400. jMr, Pee.^ What depth will the platform he below the surface ? The depth below Market-street 
will probably be about 14 feet. At the end of the slation, and just opposite the Hegistrar-GeneraTs

Office,
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H. Deane. Office, there will he a new and wide street, about 60 feet between the kerbs, so as to give proper access to 
station. The station buildings will be on the level of the street there, and will be chiefly facing the 

29AP"1-1807-new street. ....
2401. Mr. TT.umph(.r\j^\ Does that mean that King-street will be there widened 60 feet? No; King-sircct 
will not bo louched. The station will stand back from King-street towards the High School.
2402. Is that south of the Monte do Piete P Yes ; that would be left intact.*
2403. President.'] The object being to save resumption P Yes.
2404. Mr. How will you manage about tramways ? They will not be interfered with.
Although it has been suggested that they should be removed, 1 think the tramways in that position will 
be an advantage rather than otherwise, because people will bo able to change from the railway to the tram
ways or vice versa. Northerly from tbe station the line will divide into two. Two lines will be carried 
in a loop under the Domain and come out into tbe open air, facing Sir John Young's Crescent. Two lines 
continue down in tunnel, making for Macquarie-street, and they enter the Inner Domain just to the 
north of the gates, emerge from the tunnel nearly opposil.e Hridgc-strcct, pass under the entrance to 
Grovernment House, and a terminal station is made from Bridge-street down, having its centre a little to the 
north of Albert-street. Here there are provided two double platforms, 600 feotin length, with booking offices

* near the top of Albert-street, and access to the platforms by overbridge from those booking offices, andalso by 
subway under Macquarie-street from the level of Circular Quay. It will he seen that the Woolloomooloo loop 
crosses the other lines, and the object of it is this :—In bringing the lines from Kcdfern into tbe station, 
near Hyde Park, the quick trains will have to be brought on the western side, and the slow trains on the 
eastern side, so as to preserve the arrangement which exists at present. Tho quick trains—that is the 
country trains—will thus be brought in on the Castlereagh-street side of the station, but it will not be 
desirable to take them further down. That will he the terminus of that traffic. I may say that the 
whole of this arrangement has been made after consultation ivith the Railway Commissioners. It is arranged 
in this way : that the long distance traffic—that is to say tho traffic to the Mountains, Moss Yale, aud so 
on, should be brought in and terminate at the new station between Castlereagh and Elizabeth streets. 
In order to provide for the arrival and starting of those trains a loop is run round under the Domain, as 
shown on the plan. As that crosses the other lines, those lines have to descend at a more rapid rate, 
which can be done with a grade of something like 1 in 50. and pass undernealh the lines running down 

, to the neighbourhood of Circular Quay. The suburban traffic proper will be brought into the station
on the eastern side—that is on the Elizabeth-street side, and will afterwards be run—some of them 
at any rate—through to the terminal station near Albert-street. The Chief Commissioner considers tliat 
an arrangement like this, shown on the plan, with two double platforms, aud four lines will sufficiently 
provide for tbe traffic without any large station yard for shunting purposes. It will be seen that there 
are engine roads there, and when trains come in they can be backed upon them and run out again. The 
object of having a number of platforms is to allow tbe trains to wait there until it is time for them 
to start out again, ]t is quite clear that they could not run in and out immediately. If a train is late 
there must ho an allowance in the time-table, so as to allow of its starting again punctually, fl'hat means 
that room must be given for the trains to stop while waiting for time. It will bo seen that tbe only 
tunnel through which passengers will he conveyed will he on the line at the Albert-street station. The loop 
line into the Domain is merely for empty trains, and is a substitute for a large terminal station with sidings. 
On the Sir John Young’s Crescent side of the loop, a number of sidings are shown for standing trains.
2405. President.'] That is open? Yes.
2406. All the rest is tunnel ? Yes.
2407. The open part would be under the fall of the hill, and would not he seen ? It would not be seen
much. In the Domain proper—that is to say the part most frequented by tbe public and the main drive 
down to Macquarie Point—the line is underground, and only emerges on the water side of the Art 
Gallery. . •
240S. Mr. JT.umpliery.] How far will the nearest part of the loop be from the Art Gallery ? About 150 feet. 
Of course, that line is not definitely fixed in position. It could be brought either nearer or further away. 
24i09. Would that be a convenient place for a passenger platform? It is not intended to construct a 
platform. That part is only intended for shunting purposes.
2410. President^] Could a station be put there if required ? No doubt; but probably some further 

‘ expense would have to be undertaken.
, 2411. Conld tbe line be fitted on to the extension to the eastern suburbs ? It could.

2412. It is the first step towards eastern extension eventually ? Yes; I think it might be fitted on to 
that—or, rather, the eastern suburban line might be fitted on to this.
2413. Mr. PeganT] What time would be lost in going round the loop ? No time would be lost. The 
loop is only for standing trains. Passengers would arrive at the station between Castlereagh and 
Elizabeth streets, and in departing for tho longer distances they would start at the same station. Pas
sengers would not be conveyed round the loop unless some further provision were made for doing so.
2414. Then if a train comes in from the Mountains tho passengers got out at tbe station between Castle
reagh and Elizabeth streets, and the train runs round the loop, so as to bo ready for returning ? Yes ; it 
runs round there, and waits in one of the sidings until it is wanted.
2415. Does that mean more rolling-stock than you have at present? No; certainly not.
2416. Mr. Hoskins.] How much land do you require for the proposed station ? 1 have not gone into
that question, but Mr. Perdrian has done so.
2417. Mr. Wright.] Is the proposed line from the Quay to the Domain gates underground all the way ? 
Yes; it is underground until you come to Bridge-street.
2418. What is the length of the tunnel ? 743 yards.
2419. Could it be successfully ventilated ? Tunnel ventilation is never quite satisfactory, but it is not 
so serious a matter for the smaller number of passengers who would go down there.
2420. I suppose you cannot possibly get down there excepting by tunnel? You must go down by tunnel.
I would point out that as there would be a smaller number of passengers going down there, the trains 
would he lighter, and the steam from the locomotives would not be so severe. _
2421. What is the total length of the tunnels on the loop ? I have not measured the length, but I may 
say passengers will not be conveyed there.

2422.____ __ _ . _________________________ ___ _ __ . ____ ^__

* Note (on revision) :—I find tliat I was mistaken. The Monte de Pii!td building would be required.
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2422. They may be conveyed there some day P Tes, eventually. H. Deane.
24'23, What do you imagine will be tbe length of the tunnel in the loop ? About half a mile.
242-1. You said the platform iu Market-street would be 14 feet below tbe level ? Yes. MApriU897.
242b. 1 hat being the case, could not Market-street be covered over? It would be very easy to arrange 
that it should he done, but it would be an extra expense. I do not tbiuk it would bo necessary, and tho 
Chief Commissioner thought it would be a pity to do it.
2420. I*or a long time past there has been an agitation to continue that street through to St. Mary’s 
Cathedral ? Of course it could bo done if the levels of Ihe rails ^vere kept down 2 or 3 i’oefc more.
2427. Where do you enter the Park ? At Liverpool-street.
242S. President.] I*" you propose to "cut and cover ” through tbe Park ? As shown on the plan, it is 
proposed to cover ball, and leave half open.
2429. So that the area of Park land taken will be comparatively small ? Yes ; it may be said to be 
practically nothing, because there arc lots of portions of the Park, such as flower-beds, where the people 
do not walk. Practically the use of the Park would not bo interfered with, and the objection of running 
underground would be reduced to a minimum.
2430. Would you interfere with any avenue of trees ? ISo.

TUESDAY, 4 MAT, -1897. 
present;—

THOMAS THOMSON" EWING-, Esq., M.P. (President).

2431.
2132.
2433.

Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P, . 
Charles Anritui) Lee, Esq.. M.P, 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Weight, Esq., M.P. 
Frank Faiinell, Esq., M.P.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas TTujipheiiy. M.L.C.
The Hon. J"axles Hoskins, M.L.C.
Tho Hon, Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,M.L.C.
Tho Hon. William Joseph Trickett, M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.

John Young, sworn, and examined :
President.] Have you had a long experience of the citv of Sydney ? Yes. J. Young.
And a full knowledge of tho projects for the extension'of the railway into the citv? Yes. __L.

m, . I1bel,eveyo.u1sub,’ntled a sclleme to a previous Commission? Yes; but I do not press it now 4 May, 1897. 
Unit scheme applied only to the mercantile traflic.
2434. Before the previous Committee you stated:—

position f^,the C01itiral station or terminus of the Southern, WYsteni,Northern, ami Ilhraarra main lines that converge into Sydney for the long-distance traffic, especially so as to he capable
for subT'b;1? a“d loc;tl toliic taken in connection with the central station, hut extended
W F ^ ly and suburbs. Third.—Tho resumption of the foreshores of the east side of Darling
Hat hour for the purposes of public jetties, wharfs, &c., as far as the gasworks-of giving a road to relieve the traffic of 
nnw'immr'r 'L'itfc stl'oocs—soiling the frontage to road for the purpose of erecting warchouaos—and making a goods and 
poBfaLii^et line in icar of same—fo Circular Quay from Barling Harbour, °
- ? 1 es I desire to give evidence us to tbe best means of facilitating passenger traffic into Sydney
I may say 1 have seen Mr Deane’s plan of what he calls his western line. My idea is that the central 
station should be on that block of laud comprised m the Cemetery and Benevolent Asylum, and bounded 
by Belmore Jload, i^lizubcth-strcetij und Pitt-strcet. That is a considerable area, and should give 
accommodation for tbe next twenty dive or thirty years. I built the present railway station in 1871, and 
what was thought sufficient m 1871 for the passenger traffic is, after twenty-five years, found to be totally 
inadequate, . bat shows that if this block of land is now a little more, perhaps, than is absolutely 
required, it will not be more iban sufficient, at any rate, a quarter of a century bonce. It has this 
advantage, namely, that the Government control the whole of it. They have control of the Cemetery ‘ 
because they could remove the bodies to some other place and utilise the area. They have tbe Benevolent 
^sylum^Gndi wants pulling down, and the police residence close to it, which is‘not of much value 
I here is the convent at the corner, and I presume the Government could make arrangements to get it
or they could do without it until it is convenient to remove it. A similar block, of laud could not be got 
m any other part ot Sydney. _ I maintain there is not a sufficient area at Park-street for a central station 
unless the whole of the lark is taken up. In addition, there would be a great expense in getting to it. 
Compensation would have to be paid for the resumption of houses and laud. The construction of bridges 
and culverts, the interference with water and sewerage, and so on, would be very expensive. In England 
the Croat Northern and Great Eastern and other companies have areas in London, which are covered by 
the carnage-sheds alone, quite equal to the whole of the area we have at Eedfern, and surely Sydney is 
going to be as large at any rate, as one small district of London. The present station must cost an 
enormous amount of money m connection with shunting, because the space is so confined. With regard 
to accidents -if you have sufficient room there is less liability to them. Everything is in favour of a 
large area, lou could not get the necessary area at Circular Quay, for the simple reason that it is not 
there. J hese are the considerations which induce me to come to tbe conclusion that the snot I have 
mentioned is the most eligible lor a central.station. Now we come to other considerations. If a traveller 
comes with a portmanteau or two to Eedfern, or the particular spot I have indicated, a shilling ride in a 
cab wdl take him to any of the hotels, the majority of which are within a mile and a half distance 
If the railway station were at Park-street they would >7 just as much to get from there to an 
hotel as from Belmore; therefore it cannot be said that the spot I name is unsuitable because 
it is too tar distant Jt is as central as any other place in Sydney—iu fact, more so, because 
Sydney cannot extend northwards very much. The suburban traffic must concentrate to the same ’ 
point. It may be objected that the suburban travellers wish to go direct to their places of busi
ness. _ 1 point out, however, that an unbroken line to Park-street would not enable them to do 
that, inasmuch as many people have to go as far as Bridge-street, Hunter-street, or the lower parts of 
Pitt and George streets Ihe manner m which the suburban passengers get to their places of business 
must be upon a totally different system from that. I desire to call attention to the elevated railways in 
America, and the application to them, during recent years, of electric power. I wish to show how similar 

^ railways
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J. Young. railways can como into the city of Sydney, so that tho whole of the city may be supplied. Mr. Deane s 
plan of the western route is intended for a steam line from Belmore Markets, Belmore Park, and the 
block of laud which 1 consider should be the railway station. Mr. Deane, by means of excavations, 
embankments, and cuttings, to Circular Quay, makes that line a. most expensive one. Being built for 
locomotives it cannot go beyond certain grades ; therefore there is an immense amount of tunnelling and 
cutting. What I propose is—and it is not a novelty although it is new—that Mr. Deane’s western line, 
instead of being one constructed with embankments and cuttings, should be an elevated line worked by 
electricity. In New York thev have similar lines worked with cables and electricity. The old style is 
being abandoned daily for electricity. Mr. Deane’s western route scheme has been surveyed with an 
immense amount of judgment. The whole of the frontages both to Sussex-street and Kent-street are 
preserved. That is the great merit of the plan. Most of you are aware that a warehouse fronting a 
particular street seldom goes to the full extent of its ground. There is generally a yard behind. In this 
instance nearly the whole of the properties are like that, and the elevated line could go to the. rear ot 
those properties. Another advantage of my plan also is this—that the inequalities of the Hue can be adjusted 
by the length of the columns, and not by the cuttings and embankments. That must make an enormous 
difference in cost. An elevated railway can be adapted to the contour of the land it passes over. TVith 
electricity you can also have steeper grades. The only objection which can be urged against that idea is 
that the suburban passengers have to change at the central terminus. If you make a line through any 
portion of Sydney they will still have to change. Again, if you have an elevated railway, not only could you 
have it on the route shown on Mr. Deane’s plan, but you could have it anywhere—almost between any of 
tho streets. In America they are put in the streets themselves, but J should not like to see that done in 
Sydney. I prefer that the line should be put in the position shown on Mr. Deane’s plan. It would relieve 
the streets of a large amount of traffic. 1 have had a good deal to do with omnibuses. 1 was the 
chairman of the Omnibus Company for fifteen years. The company is now defunct. We had 1,000 
horses, and ran 130 omnibuses. Members of the Commission may not know exactly how it is that so 
manv omnibuses are running in tho streets at present. If we had a cable or electric line, the cars on 
which ran every three minutes, it would knock all the omnibuses off. If, however, your services are twenty- 
minute services there is plenty of time for half-a-dozen omnibuses to run, because people will not wait. 
2435. Mr. KumpKery.] Has not the difference in fare something to do with it? f do not think so;
2446. Mr. Trickett.] What you say is borne out by Melbourne experience? Yes. I may say it does 
not pay to run omnibuses at 2d. I advocate an elevated railway on the site surveyed by Mr. Deane, and 
there is no reason why you should not have roadside-stations and stopping-places. I understand the . 
Grovernment is going "to generate all the electric power for all the tramways in Sydney at lyrmont. 
The same power could be applied to this and all other elevated railways in Sydney. J admit that some 
might say, “ There is a store which goes right through from one street to another.” There is no reason 
why the railwav should not go right through it. It could be bricked over. There would be no steam and 
no noise. The store could go over it or under it, as is best. My scheme does not destroy property on 
either side; therefore it must be the cheapest. Pillars could be put in the back yards of the houses to support 
the line, and it would not interfere with the foundations. No doubt there would be some compensation 
to be paid, but it would be very small compared with what would have to be paid if you made embankments 
and tunnels. My scheme would be somewhat similar to a tramway scheme. Ibc locomotives and 
carriages could be made as light as possible. The carriages might be made, as m America, so as not o 
weigh more than a ton. That would make a vast difference in the wear and tear of the railways, and or 
course, that would mean economy. Of course, people would have to change at the central slation, but 
docks could be put in the platforms, and it would mean simply going out of one carriage into another, 
and they would run every three minutes. There would be a continuous stream of traffic. At the terminus 
X would cut across the Domain to "Woolloomooloo Bay. There would be a way then for the people to ge 
to Cowper "Wharf and other places without goiug halfway round Sydney. If it is not desirable to deface 
the Park by means of an elevated railway, go under it. M ben you come to Cowper Wharf \ou can go 
across the head of it, tunnel under Potts' Point, and then you are at Bushcutters Bay. lou could ge 
from there to Circular Quay, I suppose, in less than a mile, and have a straight line. I hen it would be 
quite possible to come up the valley by the Museum, thus making a circular railway.
2437. Mr. IfvmpJiertf.'] Is it your view that we should have an electric circular railway ? les.
2438. Independently of our present railway system, but admitting of passenger connection 7 Yes.
2439. Mr. Lee.] How would you approach the overhead railway in the city in order to enter the cars ? 4 ou
would require staircases in order to get up to them. They do not find any difficulty about that in America. 
The railways there are in the streets themselves, and the staircases come down upon the sidewalks.
2440. Mr. Hoskins] Was not the overhead railway in Newr York found to be a great nuisance. iNo ;
they are building them continually. . ,
2441. Was it not found that the grease was continually dropping upon the people upon the pavements ;
that the shopkeepers could not show their goods; and that the trains were taken close to people s bed
rooms ? Yes. That is what I object to ; but. under my scheme there would be no oil, because there 
would bo no engines. Tbe line would not go close to people’s bedrooms, because it would be at the back 
instead of in the front. In New York they are in the front, and over the footpaths, but they are 
altering them every day and converting them into electric railways. _ i _
2442. Mr. Roberts] Do not the overhead lines spoil the appearance of New York . Yes.
2443. Would they not spoil the appearance of Sydney ? Yes, if they were in the streets ; but .1 would 
put them between tho streets.
2444. Mr. Lee] They must cross some of the streets? Yes ; and with whatever system you adopt yon
must do the same. . , c c i
2445. Mr. Hoskins] How could large loads of wool, such as those you see m the streets of bydney 
during the early parts of the year, be taken under the elevated railway ? The line could be made 
sufficiently high to suit any load. It is done in other parts of the world, and why not here,
2446. Is there any place in the world besides New York where the elevated railways are run ou tbe side
of the street, level with the first floors of the houses ? Yes ; in Philadelphia. Of course, a year makes a 
vast (liffemiee in America, and great alterations are being made.* ___________________________IYILl

• Note (oh revision) The physical conformation of New York is very much like that of Sydney both being built 
upon narrow peninsulas bounded by their respective harbours, aud the central depot* being placed away from the crowded 
streets of each metropolis.
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2447. Would an elevated railway be necessary if we bad a comprehensive system of street tramways ? I J- Young,
tldnlt, if you had a complete service of the kind proposed, you would not want tbe other. t—
2448. President^ You intend the elevated electric railway to work in combination with the railway 4 
system, but not in extension of it. Tho same carriages, of course, would not run ? That is so.
2441b Do you know anything about the cost of it? I know it is the cheapest scheme you could adopt.
2150. Mr. Let’.] Do you wish us lo understand that the cars lo be used would be separate from those 
used on the railway lines ? It would not matter if they were the same, but I would not advise it.
2151. If this is going to be an electric system for the city only, how are you going to pick up the suburban
traflic and bring it in without a change of ears 7 ] do not say there would not be a change of cars.
2452. Do you think the suburban passengers would ever use the line, if they had to make a break from 
one train to another ? Y'es. Of course, you could never make a line to suit everybody.

Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, further
examined : —

2453. President.] The Members of the Commission made an inspection, last Priday, of the vacant piece k. Deane, 
of land near Dcvonshire-street, and wc now wish to get your opinion as to the possibility of cutting down
the street to a depth ot 8 or 9 feet, and letting the railway cross by an overhead bridge, without 1 May, 1S97<
disturbing the traflic. We would like to know if you consider that that would be a wise way of extending
the railway from the present terminus, or. whether you would suggest a solid embankment across the
street, some deviation being made to provide for the traflic by a slightly different route. We also wish
to know from you where you think it would bo wise to place "the trams, supposing such an arrangement
wore made. .Another point in regard to which wc shall want you to give evidence is this: Suppose the
proposed loop-line is left out of the scheme, and part of the shunting is done down towards Circular Quay,
how wide would tbe station in Hyde Park have to be. We want to know how wide it would have to be
with a loop-line and without a loop-line. If this area were taken fronting Castlereagh-street, how far
should we have to go into the Park to get the necessary width, and would it bo possible to bring the tram
along the present route of Elizabeth-street, overhead. There will he two lines of rails, one Horn Hyde
Park to the Circular Quay, so that not more than a width of 30 feet would require to be resumed
between those two places ? If you want to take both classes of traflic down to the Circular Quay-----
2454. No, only one class—tho long-distance traflic will stop at Hyde Park, while the suburban traflic 
would go down to the Quay ? You would not gain anything by what you propose. You would want the 
loop lino for shunting purposes.
2455. Suppose you determined to go on to the Circular Quay with the suburban traffic? You would 
want two lines for that, and two lines in addition for shunting the long-distance traffic.
245(1. With no loop and no extension, it was proposed to have a dead-end station 5 chains wide ; hut it 
might ho well to have a station as narrow, where it is adjacent to the Park, as it can possibly be, consistent 
with efficient working of the traffic. One way tomarrow it is by shunting the suburban traffic elsewhere; 
but inasmuch as the long-distance traffic is not to go down lo the Circular Quay, but is to stop short at 
Hyde Park, that will render it necessary to have a greater width than you have shown on your plan. I 
want you to tell us what that width would be—how wide the station would he without a loop, and how 
wide it would have to be with a loop:—will you look into these matters, and give us an opinion in regard 
to them later on ? I will.

FRIDAY, 7 MAY, 1897.*
fwomt:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, Esq., M.P. (President).
The Hon. Ejiebehick Thomas Humphrey, M.L.C. 
Tho lion. James Hoskins, M.L.C,
The Hon. Charles James Eobeets, C.M.G-., M.L.C. 
The Hon.. Willum Joseph Trickett, M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P,
John Lionel Began, Esq., M.P, 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M,P.
Ph.vncis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P,

Stephen Edward Perdrian, Surveyor, Department of Lands, further examined :—
2457. President.] 1 ou have seen the exact area likely to bo required for a station if the Hyde Park 
station were rejected aud land were taken alongside of it for that purpose ? I know tho boundaries of 
the area, and I have made a valuation, -which is as follows :— ■
Valuation of that portion of the city of Sydney lying between the northern side of tho Synagogue aud King-street, and 
bounded on the east by Elizabeth-street, and on the west by Castlereagh-street; excluding that portion now owned by the 
Crown, winch embraces the High School property aud the properties between it aud Market-street; also excluding the 
Metropolitan Hotel, in King-street, and the adjacent properties easterly to within 45 feet of Elizabeth-street. Total,
£• 1 Jl/j U vL-i ^

Separate valuations follow below for those two portions which Mr. Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, thinks might he
c-ahnciv-d l . *—

£21,500 

£20,000 

£150,000
This estimate is exclusive of the customary allowance of 10 per cent, for forced sale, aud of any claims which may 

be set up for disruption of business ; the claims, however, under the latter head cannot be very great. There are only 
tliiee hotels included in the area proposed to he resumed, two of which ore of a very second-rate order.

EDWD. J. SIEVF/RS. 
STEPHEN E. PERDPJAU.

No. 1—Wc value the Monte de Picte property and the two small properties between it and tho
Metropolitan Hotel at ................................................................. I................................................

No. 2,—We value the Castlereagh-street frontage of tile property lying between the Synagogue and
^ the northern boundary of M'Carty’s stables at ................................................................................

Thus our valuation for the properties which would require to be resumed to provide the station site 
proposed by Mr. Deane as an alternative to the Hyde Park site is about........................................

2458.

S. E. 
Perdrian.
May^l897.
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S ]i. 24-58. You lielieve your estimate is an ample one P Yes.
ei nau. 24i59. It is not proposed to take tke Monte de Pielc property ? Ko.

7 ^May^ISflT Your valuation is £1.00,000 plus the incidental expenses which you think would not be heavy?
1 ' " Q.uhc so. There is a good deal of vacant land in the block,

24:61. You think it is as cheap a resumption as it would be possible to make for the purpose ? Yes ; I 
think-bo as regards locality, there is 20U feet frontage to Elizabeth-street which is not built upon, and 177 
feet to Castlercagh-street.
2462. That explains to some extent the comparative cheapness of the resumption P Yes.
2463. Do you care to express any opinion ns to the site of the proposed station from the point of view ot 
city traffic ? Speaking individually, I regard it as a good substitute for tbe park site.
2464. Would it suit the travelling public as far as yon know ? I believe it would do so very well indeed.
2465. Mr. Sievers has collaborated with you in making this valuation ? Yes. _
2466. And the Commission can regard your estimate as being reliable?. Yes ; we worked it out by taking 
the municipal assessment, and then by taking the values of tbe land, tbe values we put upon it are higher 
than are the owneis’ values. The municipal valuation came to about £180.000. the other valuation came to 
£200,000; we split the difference and made the value £190,000. I think £160,000 would be the full 
amount.
2467. 2Tr. Hoskins.'] That does not include 10 per cent, for forced sale nor claims for disruption of 
business? No; there are no important buildings,
2468. President.] Would it be difficult to get another site in the neighbourhood suitable for railway traflic
which would be as little occupied by buildings as is tho site under consideration ? 1 think there are very
few blocks in the city in such a good position which contain so much vacant land.
2460. Can you suggest any place in the City of Sydney where a railway station site conld be got for a 
smaller amount, of course, having in view the remainder of the line from that point to Eedfern ? T do not 
think there is any oilier place in the city as economically suitable,

' 2470. Mr. Lee!] You have now liad ample opportunity of estimating the cost of the respective resumptions
in various parts of the city in connection wirh this railway ? Yes.
2471. Yon have inquired into the original scheme for Hyde Parkt’ Yes.
2472. You have also inquired into the alternative schemes submitted by Mr. Deane, and one or two 
of the schemes which have been proposed by citizens? Yes.
2473. Are there any of these schemes in which resumption of land can be carried out as cheaply as it ean 
in connection with the Hyde Park scheme? There is not the slightest doubt that tbe others are not 
nearly so cheap.
2474. That particular scheme sinnds out beyond all the others for cheapness of resumption ? Yes.
2475. President!] Is there anything else you wish to tell the Commission ? No, except that it struck me, 
when I was preparing the plan which I laid before you, that it was rather a coincidence that there should 
be such a piece of land in such a position, and so suitable for a railway station where tbo Crown owned so 
considerable an area, and where so large an extent of the land not owned by the Crown was not built upon.

Henry Deane. Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public T\ orks, further
examined-—

H Deane. 2476. Pi'esident!\ You have bad an opportunity of looking into tbo alternative scheme adjacent to that 
involving the taking of1 a portion of Hyde Park ? Yes.

7 iiay. 1S97 . 2477. Do you think that if Parliament were averse to the taking a portion of the Park, tho alternative 
scheme to which 1 refer would he the best substitute ? It seems to be the best alternative scheme.
2478. The proposal submitted to the Commission was for a line to Ilydo Park, Mould it be possible, by 
having a loop line such as is shown on the plan, going towards k\ oolloomooloo, to work the whole of the 
traffic on that single loop without going to the Circular Quay ? Yes.
2479. Therefore tbo extension from Hyde Park to Circular Quay would be an extra expense, and would
be common to both schemes ? Yes. _
2480. Mr. Lee!] If tho loop were abandoned and the lino were extended to Circular Quay, would it be 
possible to work the traffic without the loop? I believe that would be unsatisfactory, and I will explain 
wliv. The corresponding substitute or alternative to tho Hyde Park scheme is a station between 
Castlereagh-street and Elizabeth-street with the 11700110011100100 loop. Tho extension to the Circular 
Qunv is an addition, and would not provide the right facilities for shunting. The Woolloomooloo loop is 
a substitution for the shunting arrangements in the large slation. _
248]. President.] Aud is put in to make the station as narrow as possible? Yes. If you suppose for a 
moment that that loop is not constructed, and that you want to have a. loop down near the Circular Quay, 
it means this—that the loop or terminus will have to serve a double purpose, because, if you construct 
both the lines as far as that, yon will have to take some traffic down there, and if you take traffic and 

1 empty trains down i here you will want four lines of way, whereas the Woolloomooloo loop is only a
single loop ; there will thus be no saving of expense by going down lo the Circular Quay. _
24S2 Then the case is this—we can, by a loop towards Woolloomooloo, as you have explained, anil by a 
station between Castlereagb-street and Elizabeth-street, do what was submitted to the Commission in tbe 
first instance by the Eailway Commissioners, but perhaps not so satisfactorily ? Quite so,
24-83, The extension to Circular Quay is possible under tho alternative scheme? Yes.
24-84. Is it possible under the Commissioners’ scheme? Yes.
2485. How would vou get it under the Commissioners’ scheme? Tt was proposed that two of the lines 
should be lowered so as to take them underneath the front of the station in tunnels. I think 1 explained 
that, and that, tho foundations of the building wore to be made so as to permit of the lines being taken 
through afterwards without any further expense. _
2-186. The extension of the alternative scheme to the Quay, if the Commission determined that it could 
wait a little while, would be the same, whether from the alternative station site or from the Park? 
Approximately it is the same.
21-87. Can you give ua the cost of the railway iu sections-,^cutting out the cost of the piece to. the Quay, 
and-giving j.hat to us subsequently? Yes ; hut the figures are no more than a rough approximation. I 
1 litre: estimated for tho Devonshirc-street deviation, together with all the work involved, £40,000,

2488.
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2-1SS. Ts that common to any extension into the city P It might be considered so. H. .Deane
2489. Mr. Zee.] It would not bo common to a scheme under which yon had a central railway station at 1 
Devonsbire-street? Ko. ' ' .7 May, JM)7.

"What is the next section ? Dor the next section up to Liverpool-street.I haic allowed 
LSm.OOO, troin Livorpool-streot to Llizabelh-street crossing £70,000, and from Elizabeth-street to Eing- 
sl.reet. uieludjng tbe station, £104.000 ; the Domain loop is put down at £72,5CO, and 1 have taken for 
signalling and lighting £14,000.
2491. Does that cover the whole of the work in the alternative scheme? Yes; the total is £455,500'—
tliat is, without the Circular Quay piece.
^ resllmP^ori ^1'0m Belmore Park to Liverpool-street has been given at something like £100,000,
and Mr. I prdriaii estimates to-day that at least £105,000 will be required for the railway station site, 
making a total ot £750,000 for the work ? Yes. *'

tt ilat ™Ur esi'‘ninte ^Qr ^he Eailway Commissioners’ scheme as far as Park-street ? £000,000,
2-194.. Dow much would it take to briug that line from Park-street to St. James’ Load ? £50,000. 
olno mi003 , ]]iclude tIro resumption ? Between Belmore Park and Liverpool-street.
^I'OO. Then the alternative scheme is dearer than the Commissioners’ scheme by £55,000? Yes.
24;97. Are you aware that tbe Eailway Commissioners suggested tliat £100,000 should be debited to the 
railways it the Park site were given to them ? I have heard so.
2198. If the railways were debited to that extent, then this scheme becomes cheaper than the Eailway 
Commissuniers’scheme by £45,000 ? Yes.
2499. \\ bat is the cost of the work from King-street to the Circular Quay ? £94,000.
2500. That is common to and in addition to both schemes ? Yes. ’ '

1,011 l,,i^yol,Couldecttlll-one1' fr°m Emg-street to the Quay without any resumption? .1 
ttunk the Jine could be carried underneath without interfering with property, but there might be some 
liability tor compensation if settlement occurred. ^
2502 Prom your knowledge of the formation ami the depth, do you think that tho lino could he extended 
irom K mg-street to Circular Quay without interfering with any buildings under which the railway would 
pass? Les. 3
2503. You have no doubt about that? I have no doubt but that the thing could be done.
2o04. lour knowledge of the formation and depth makes your mind absolutely certain upon that point?

2o05.. L on desire to put in an estimate of tho cost of tho alteration of railway yards at Eedfern 5 Yes 
I omitted that Tho total amount k make it would be £735,500, instead of £715.000. 1 should like to 
point out anotlier tiling in the other estimate. The estimate for tho alternative scheme does uot include 
any oihee accommodation ; the other one does. In answer to Question 129S, 1 stated that if accommo- 
dal ion w-as no t required tbe cost of the buildings would be cut down by £G5,C00, so that that would have 
to be deducted from the original amount; in order to make a comparison with the £050,000, which was 
the total to briug it up to St. James' Eoad, tho amount must be reduced bv £65,000. That would make 
mi T 1 and noT’ as fi’!S5estcd by Ihe Eailway Commissioners, £100,000 could be debited for the Park. 
IJiat makes a total of £685,000. I have made inquiries about that £100,000, I have not been able to 
see Hr. ilcLachhui, wbo is away, but T saw-tbe Chief Clerk, and he told me that he was uot aware that- 
ttiere had been any correspondence on the matter. II e did uot think that there had been anything in writing 
at ajl about it. 11 had been referred to by tbe Chief Commissioner at the annual dinner of the Commercial 
Ira veil ers Association, a report of which appeared in the daily papers. There he mentioned that it 
would be reasonable to debit the Eailway Department with, say, £100,000. to provide for open spaces 
in crowded districts like Redfern. I do not think that that is the first occasion when it was mentioned 
Dill it evidently expressed what was looked upon as a reasonable thimr to do.
2506. flow would tbo two schemes come out then ? The scheme with the Hvde Park Station at St 
James Eona £085,0(10, and for the alternative scheme £735,500, giving a difference of £50,SCO. 
fi j. Are we to understand that the difference iu the entire cost aud compensation for
tiic disturbance of business, and the resumption of land between the Castlereagh and tho Elizabeth streets 
site, and a similar site at Hyde Park, would be £50,000 ? Ko, no. I am comparitm the original scheme 
brought up to St. James’ Eoad with this alternative scheme.
o-oo’ T01] lna^c 1^ distinction—that in the Ht. James’ Eoad scheme vou would have 10 acres ? Yes
2509. And you would have besides the buildings for otliccs ? Yes. “ ’
2510. Which you have not taken into consideration iu estimating the difference of £50 0009 Yes I
have deducted £65,000 for the buildings. '
251 L Have you taken into consideration in tbe Castlereagh-street scheme the val ue of land already owned

were given to mo this morning as Mr. Perdriau’s estimate.by the (rovornment? Ko. These figures were 
That is all that 1 know about it.
2el2. Keeping in view what you previous!v said with regard to the area under consideration
on the northern side of Devonsbire-street, will you explain what you'bclicve willbc the wisest course, and 

.£1V0 J0111' ipasons? If provision is to be made for extending the station accommodation at Eedfern 
across the site of Devonsbire-street, I am of opinion that Devonsbire-street should be diverted, because it 
wiJl bo impossible to leave it in its present position and to lower it sufficiently and to get under all the 
roads that would require to be extended. Lowering the whole of Devonshirc-street would be impracticable, 
t-p 4k U ^ ■VG i . ered throughout the whole of its length to provide for the extension of the ward.
It the station yard is not extended, and only four or six lines, as Iho ease maybe, carried towards tbe 
city, Devonkhire-street need not be diverted. The lowering then would not be a serious matter as J have 
already explained; but if it has to be diverted, I consider that it should be done in one of the wavs 
sketched on the map. "
2513 Mr. Uumphcrtf.] You did not fell us why it should be diverted ? It would have to be lowered for 
nearly the whole of its length in front of the station, and that would not be impracticable, but the trades 
at the end would be unworkable. °
2514. Mr. Zee.] In other words, if you want to extend tbe yard across Devonsbire-street, and make the
same use of the Cemetery site as you are now making of the Eedfern yard, then you would have to take 
entire possession of Devonshirc-street? Yes. " ‘
2515. JZ* HimpheryJ] Do you say it is necessary to extend the Eedfern railway vard across Devonshire-
street to the Cemetery ? It is not absolutely necessary for the scheme. ’ " 2516.
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H. Denne. 251.6. Therefore, if it is not necessary, it would not be necessary to divert Dcvonshire-street.
2517. And by taking the four lines from the railway across Devonsbire-street, you could lower Dev on-
shire-street, and render unnecessary the deviation ? Tes. ,
2518. If you deviate Dcvonshire-street, there would be a great gain resulting in increased accommodation
to Eedfern station yard ? In the future. 1 - .
2519. jlfr. Zee.] I think you have already shown us that at Hyde Park four lines of railway would be 
sufEcient for the passenger traffic ? Tes; under this modified scheme.
2520. That being the case, where would be the necessity for extending tbe Eedfern yard across tbe whole 
of Devonshire-street P It would be very desirable to provide for the future.
2521. If four lines of railway are sufficient, with your proposed additions there to carry on the passenger 
traffic, why would it be necessary to take Devonshire-street P I should say it would not become necessary,
but I was asked to look into the matter by the Commission.
2522. President.'] Is this your attitude: that the platforms at Eedfern are not sufficiently long, lo 
extend the platforms it becomes necessary to extend Devonshire-street further north, because f''en y 
you do not do so, you have too contracted a space between tbe end of the platform and the road. That is 
point one. Point two is, that if you put a cut of 8 feet down in Devonshire-street you leave it worse than 
it is at present. Point 3 is, thaHt is absolutely certain that it you want a compact yard you cannot have 
a street running through it; therefore if yon can get a belter street and lengthen the platforms, and 
get a compact yard, and make provision for tho future by extending the street to the north, that is what 
should be done ;—you, therefore, recommend that it should be extended to tho north P ^ es ; tnat is about 
it. I considered at first in connection with the extension of the line by carrying lour or six linos into the 
city, Devonshire-street might be lowered, and 1 was asked to look into tbe matter of deviating Devonshire- 
street. It will be remembered that I pointed out when we were considering the question of making a 
large terminal station on the site of the Benevolent Asylum, that it was then proposed to deviate the bulk 
of tbe traffic of Devonshire-street right round by Garden Eoad, leaving only a passage for cabs on the 
line of Devonshire-street, At therequest of the Commission I have looked into the matter of the deviation 
of Devonshire-street, and although I consider it is much more costly than to lower Devonshire-street, it 
makes a- much better job, aud provides for tbe future, which the lowering of .Devonshire-street would 
not do. If Devonshirc-street is lowered, and afterwards the Eailway Station has to be extended, the 
whole of that work will be thrown away, because it would have to be deviated sooner or later. If this 
lino comes to he constructed it would be a fitting time to deviate Devonshire-street, and this plan shows 
how I propose that it should he done. 1 do not think it is a necessary part to either one or the other of 
these schemes, and perhaps it is not fair to debit to the one estimate the whole cost, and not to debit the

2523. " Mr. Wright.] It is your opinion that under any circumstances the Eedfern railway yard should be
extended northwards P les. i
2524. That the yard is too small altogether for tbe purposes for winch it is designed ? Undoubtedly
2525. Therefore it is necessary that it should be exl ended to the north over Devonshire-street? les,
sooner or later. . . , . ..
2526. And whatever extension will take place ultimately that piece of ground will be required for railway
accommodation? Ko doubt about it. . cj/winn
2527. President.] How much is the amount of the other item which you put into your estimate . ±/40,0UU.
2528. You can say it is not part of the scheme ; it belongs really to something else ? It does.
2529. So that £40,000 should be taken out ? Yes; a good part of it. _ r r i i a
2530. Mr. Zee.] The closing of Devonsbire-street would necessarily involve the use of the whole of
Devonshire-street Cemetery for railway purposes ? Hp to the deviation. i , .
2531. All that portion except the part required to give a roadway ? There is a portion between the 
deviated road and Belmore Eoad which would not be used.
2532. Therefore tbe question of utilising any portion of Devonshire-street Cemetery as a park comes to
an end ? The northern part would ho available. .
2533. You have no necessity to take that portion, what you would take would be tbe southern portion, 
nearly up to tbe boundary wall between the Church of England portion and the Eoman Catholic.
"y 6s
2534. That would he required for railway purposes if Devonshire-street were closed, would it not? Yes ; 
the southern part would be available for the extension of the station.
2535. If you had to fill in Devonshire-street to ihe level of your railway yard, or to excavate the Lemc- 
tery to the level of the railway, you would, have possession ot that part as you have of the Reaiem 
yard ? yes.
2536. Therefore we can hardlv look upon Devonsbire-street as a recreation ground in substitution for any
portion of Hyde Park that may be taken ? Of course it need not be taken if the Eailway Commissioners 
sav that they do not require the extra area. .,
2537. Jtfr. Hoskins.] If Devonshire-street were lowered G or 10 feet to take four lines of railway, woulo 
it not cause a great difficulty ivith regard to the traffic between George-strect and Devonsbire-street: If
Devonsbire-street were lowered. . . ,
2538. Yes ; only to permit of four lines of rails ? Xo ; we could make the grades quite satislaetory. I 
think the deviation makes the best job, allhough it is much more expensive than lowering the street. 
■Whether we utilise the whole of the Cemetery as a park, or only the northern portion of it, I do not 
think it will very much matter. Suppose the whole of the Cemetery were converted into a park, it would 
be accessible from the deviated road just as well as from the present street.
2539. Mr. Zee.] The residents of Eedfern would be put to very little inconvenience if Devonshire-street 
were closed, and the proposed new road made? Yes.
2540. And closing Devonshire-street would necessitate the diversion of the tram down past Devonshire- 
street, to join at the northern corner of Belmore Park ? Yes ; that forms a considerable portion of *tne

2541. There are no engineering difficulties in taking that tramway there . JNo, ,
‘>542 Mr. Wright.'] In your opinion, is there any necessity to deviate Devonshire-street; if it is dosed 
could not the traffic go by Belmore Eoad just as well ? I do not think that would do very well; it 
would be a long way round.
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2043. "Would it not be the most direct route into tbe city ? Tes ; but for any traffic from Parramatta- H. Deane, 
street that would go along Devonshire-street to Surry Hills it would be rather a serious inconvenience.
If the traffic goes round Darden Hoad, or Belmore Hoad, as it is called, it would be dropping down into ' ‘“'D 89‘* 
a hollow and rising up at the corner of Elizabeth-street, which is quite a steep hill.
2544!. There would then be a space of land between Cleveland-street and Belmore Hoad without access to 
Parramatta-street; ? Yes ; without any proper access.
2545. If you could get through from Castlereagh-street Korth into tho Cemetery, would you not have 
the most direct track into the city? You "would; but there would be a nasty grade and heavy work 
where the deviation of the tramway is shown.
2546. Could not the trams now running to Botany be diverted altogether from their present course, and 
go up Elizabeth-street ? That is what is proposed.
2547. Then the connection between Redfern, Botany, and Sydney would be shortened by the proposed 
route ? Yes.
254S. Mr. Ece.] Have yon shown the difference of cost between the covered way across the portion of 
Devonshire-street and the entire resumption of it ? I have given the particulars as to the lowering of 
the street.
254D. President^ Wliat would be the grade of Devonshire-street after it was lowered ? One in twenty- 
five ; that is for four lines.
2550. Mr. Lee.'] Would the six lines of railway admit of general passenger traffic coming into the city 
from long distances as well as the suburban traffic ? Yes.
2551. President.] Four lines would bring in everything, would it not? Yes, iu connection with the 
alternative scheme,
2552. Jiff. Lee.] Then you have made provision for four lines as your alternative scheme ? Yes, there 
were six lines in connection with the Hyde Park scheme.
2553. With four lines could all tbe passenger traffic be dealt with at ihe terminus in the city ? I believe 
it could, hut that is one of the points on which I have to consult the Railway Commissioners.
2554. We will come now to Liverpool-street, where you first touch the Bark ;—will the railway going 
through the park there be all cut aud cover? I propose that it should he half open and half covered in.
2555. Of course the open portion of it must be looked upon as a resumption of the Park? Ido not 
think tliat it is exactly the same.
2556. The portion that will be open will not be available to the public ? Not to walk over, hut it will he 
open for them to view the park. I think 1 am correct in the view that it is not necessary to walk over 
the entire park.
2557. Would it not be possible to put the line entirely out of sight—entirely under the Park ? Certainly, 
it would be possible; but it was the ventilation that 1 was thinking about.
255S. 1 should like to know' whether the whole of the line could not be kept under cover going through 
Hyde Park? Yes, it can be done.
2559. Would it bo at a greatly increased cost? It would be more expensive.
2560. Would it be much more ? I can give an approximate idea.
2561. President.] How far is it? Altogether, 50S yards to the crossing of Liverpool-street. Where the 
rails are shown in blue lines on tho map, I have- intended the line to be open, the other piarts to be covered 
over and the surface restored. The whole line ean be covered over, of course, from Liverpool-street to 
the crossing at Elizabeth-street; but I am afraid it would make the atmosphere more choky and disagree
able.
2562. But would it not be possible to provide for extra ventilation to get over a difficulty of that kind ?
I do not consider that tho ventilation of lines of this kind is ever successfully carried out.
2563. Can you not devise a scheme by which we can pass through that park without depriving the public ‘
of a foot of tbe surface ? We can do it by covering the whole of it over; but I do not recommend it.
I think that leaving small spaces interferes very little with the comfort of people using the park.
2564. What is the length of each of the openings in Hyde Park ? 150 feet,
2565. How many are there ? Pour openings, making altogether 600 feet.
2566. Then the portion to be covered between those intervals would be about 600 feet, so that while you 
are taking that portion away from the public you might as well take the whole? Ido not agree with 
that. 1 do not think that the taking of little patches like that is anything like taking a strip or a large 
patch.
2567. Docs that loop go under Parliament House? Yes, hut it is a long way down. '
256S. T suppose it is deep enough to prevent any inconvenience ? Yes, it is right down in the solid 
sandstone, far bfelow the foundations.
2560. What would be tbe cost of lowering and bridging Devonshire-street? The estimate is £21,200,
2570. President.] And what is the cost of the other ? The other I put down at £40,000. That includes 
the deviation of tho tramway.
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Edward Miller Gard Eddy, Chief Commissioner for Railways, sworn, and examined:—
2571. President^] Would you like to make a statement? Perhaps it will simplify the matter if I do so.
It has been recognised for many years that the accommodation at Redfern is quite insufficient for the business 
which has to be conducted there, and of recent years the traffic has grown very materially indeed. Generally, 
the public cannot obtain that amount of comfort in travelling that they are entitled to expect", hut at^^aJT'

holiday
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holictay times everytliing is in a state of congestion, the public are much inconTenicnced, and the traffic is not 
conducted with that regularity that the Commissioners would like to see. It is not only the dealing with 

ilAI jgg- the trains, but the minor facilities,-each as cloak-room accommodation, the obtaining of tickets, waitiug- 
,t ' ’ rooms, relTeshment-rooms, and all that sort of thing—everything is too small for the business which has to 

bft conducted. Again, it is quite clear that liedfern is not the terminal point at which the bulk of the 
jiassengers wish to arrive. The outpourings from tho trains into the trams, and the large numbers of people 
carried by the trams and the omnibuses into the city, show clearly that it will be far more convenient to the 
public for the trains to go into the centre of the city. That has been the experience in all parts of the world, 
llailway companies have spent very large sums of money in all directions in endeavouring to bring their 
passengers as near to their destination as they possibly can. That has not only been a great convenience 
to the public, but it has been a source of very great profit to the railways, as the tendency in all big 
centres of population is for the people to go away from their places of business, and to reside in the 
suburbs. It is a complete change from the old system, when the owners of shops and businesses used to. 
make it a point to reside on their premises. That has been going on in Sydney in very much the same 
sort of way as it has been going on in other parts of the world. That brings us to the point as to which 
would be the most convenient part to which to extend the railway.
2572. The Commission, have been given to understand, lhat the congested state of traffic at Eedfern is
not only a matter of inconvenience, but is franght with some danger ? Undoubtedly. Where you have 
to conduct your business under continual stress for want of time, and want of platform accommodation, 
there must be the element of risk which you wish to see eliminated, in spite of every precaution being 
taken to carry on the business with perfect safety-, which has been fairly successfully accomplished at 
Eedfern. ’
2573. Working at full pressure, and under great stress ? Absolutely great pressure.
257-1. Mr. 'Hoskins.'] Has there been great danger from the probability of collisions between shunting 
engines and carriages in the confined space at Eedfern yard? There is not much risk in connection with 
shunting operations, so long as the men obey the signals. Everything at Eedfern is interlocked, so that 
yon cannot have the signal “ off” for an engine to come into collision with an operation going on in 
another part of the yard. But, of course, if a driver runs past a danger signal, he is liable to come into 
collision witli some other operation that is going forward. It appears from the watching of the tram and 
omnibus traflic, that a station abutting on King-street would be the most convenient position, for a 
terminal station, and that was the reason for the Commissioners putting forward the scheme which has 
been inquired into by a previous Eoyal Commission. Although an alternative scheme was put forward 
towards the end of tbe sitting of that Commission, it was simply put forward because it was stated that 
there was a strong feeling against taking so much of the Park. But we cannot depart from the opinion 
which was so clearly emphasised at that last inquiry, that Hyde Park is the right and proper position for 
a general station of the dimeusions which you have had placed before you in plans.
2575. President.] If there be nothing else to consider, for the traffic and the public that is the place? 
That is the place. Then, with regard to the point which has been raised as to open spaces, it is not as 
though the only open space there was Hyde Park. There are open spaces of about 227 acres surrounding 
this block of 10 or 12 acres, which it is proposed to take, and at the end of that open space you have the 
waters of the harbour. Of course the Eailway Commissioners would not for a moment think that the 
open space question should be entirely ignored, and therefore we recommended before the last Eoyal 
Commission—and we wish to place it before you gentlemen—that there should be open space, to the 
extent of 1he open space taken from Hyde Park, given to the public elsewhere; aud, if necessary, that 
open space should be increased. If it were possible to obtain the necessary amount of land from 
private individuals on the site proposed for this station ' we would not suggest taking the Park. 
We would say. 11 Purchase that amount of property.” But wo do think, in the interests of tho 
people—because the whole of the people will have to pay for any unnecessary expenditure incurred— 
it would be unwise to purchase buildiugs for the purpose of pulliug them down to create an open space. 
Therefore, as private property cannot be obtained for the site, we, with all respect, suggest that the 
merits of the case be met by taking from a part of the city where there is a surplus of open space the 

■ amount required for the convenience of the people, and to provide elsewhere, where it would be of much 
greater value, open space to the same extent, and, if necessary, to a greater extent, than that which is 
raken from the people here. I also wish to place before the Commission the necessity, in dealing with 
railway traffic, especially when it is going long distances and people take a large amount of luggage with 
them, of having your platforms on a level with tho surrounding streets. In other parts of the world, 
where stations have been made above the level of the streets, and in some instances below the level, there 
has been tbe greatest possible amount of difficulty experienced ; and every effort has becnlnade later on 
to get rid of the different levels. In Liverpool, for instance, the Lancashire and Yorkshire Company 
spent from £350,000 to £400,000 simply to lower the rails to the level of the adjoining streets, and then 
they extended the station at the same time by spending another £600,000. I only mention that to call 
attention to the necessity, in dealing with a terminal station for long-distance traffic, of the passenger 
platforms being on a level with the streets, up which the cabs will drive, aud deliver their luggage to the 
trains. Again, looking at the fact that it must bo generally admitted that Eedfern station is totally 
insufficient for the traffic, I would point out that it would be unwise to spend a very large sum of money 
in connect.mn with the present site, or any site closely adjoining, because you could not charge any 
additional fare to recoup the interest on the large expenditure. But if, by bringing the line into tbe 
city, you convenience the public, and save them expense in travelling along the streets, you can wisely 
and justly make them pay a small additional fare ; and by charging a fare of Id. to each passenger taking 
ordinary tickets for each journey, and adding a small sum per month to the season-ticket-holders, and about 
3d. a week to workmen, you bring them into the city at a less cost than at present, and you get sufficient 
revenue to recoup the country absolutely for every penny of expenditure incurred in carrying out this 
great improvement. Those arc the main points I wish to bring under your notice, and I would strongly 
urge that the scheme for placing a big general, station in Hyde Bark should be adopted.

- . 2576. With regard to tho reason you mention as a sentimental reason, presuming that dominates the
whole case, and that Parliament decides that Hyde Park must remain intact; assuming also that Parlia
ment decides that a small portion of Hyde Park shall he given ;—can you advise, in those two cases, what 
would be the wisest thing to do, so far as the traffic is concerned ? With regard to the first condition, I 

' 1 think

■r
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think the wisest course would be for the Railway Commissioners to spend a reasonable sum of money in con- E-M- G, 
nectiou with the existing station at Redfern until such time as public opinion will force the railway for- _ Ay'_ 
ward to the centre of the city, I am certain that will come! Under tbe second condition, I think it ij 
would be possible to make a scheme which would be fairly satisfactory, but it would not be so satisfactory 1 J ’ ‘
as the putting of the large station in Hyde Hark. A scheme which would he fairly satisfactory could bo 
worked out by taking about one-half the area in Hyde Park alrcrtdy suggested, and placing in that area 
a station for long-distance traffic, with about five platforms, and a cab-drive between two of the principal 
arrival lines. Then, in tho space now occupied by tlie Iligb School, a local station could be created, at 
which all the suburban trains could be dealt with. You have this advantage under a scheme of that 
nature : that practically the terminus is at one spot; but if you were to place a suburban-lino station in tbe 
city, and leave tbe long-distance traffic at Redfern, from tbe moment the new arrangement came into opera
tion there would be nothing but dissatisfaction expressed by those people who found themselves left at 
Redfern, and who wanted to get down to King-street, which they would be able to do in about two minutes 
if their trains were sent forward in the same way as the local trains would be sent forward. Therefore,
1 would very strongly urge that there should be no separation of the two classes of traffic by a distance, 
such os from Kcdfern to King-street.
2577. "Would that be your main objection to the long-distance traffic remaining at Redfern ? Yes.
2578. Therefore, the case stands thus: without taking the Park it is possible to deal with the suburban 
traffic, but. it is not possible to deal with the long distance traffic, or with a combination of tbe two ? Ko'.
2579. There is not width enough, in point of fact, between Castlereagh and Elizabeth streets to take com
fortably move than the suburban traffic; therefore, there must be an encroachment on the Park if the 
whole system finds its terminus approaching King-street ? That is so.
2580. Could you shunt your suburban traffic between Castlereagh and Elizabeth streets;—I ask that
because the map shows an extension to Circular Quay ? Yes ; I think the suburban traffic could be dealt 
with at that station. ■ . _
2581. What is your view with regard to an extension, for general purposes, such as is shown on the map,
to Circular Quay ? I. do not think the time has come for that extension. The extra traffic which would . .
be gained would not, in my opinion, pay for the outlay. .
2582. But still it would be some convenience, but not sufficiently great? It would be a traffic which 
would be carried without charge, because whether you took the line to King-street or Circular Quay you 
would have to charge the same fare.
25SH. I presume yon are aware that 6,000,000 persons land at Circular Quay yearly, which must mean 
some traffic for the railway, and the extension of the railway almost in touch of that landing place would 
be very convenient for the public, but yon think it is not sufficient ? I do not think you would get 
sufficient return at the present time to justify the large additional outlay.
258- k I suppose that the two stations would be practically parallel? Yes.
2585. We have bad under consideration tbe question of a ioop ;—is it possible to get snch relief from 
such loops as have been proposed, to enable a station, such as is shown between Castlereagh and Elizabeth
streets, to bring the whole of the traffic in—lhat is to say, without encroaching on the Park at all ? It ■
would be impossible. At present there are thirteen platforms at Redfern. They are insufficient for the 
business now. Therefore, it would he impossible to deal with all the traffic on six platforms.
2586. The relief a loop gives is not sufficient ? That would be a mere nothing as compared with the 
accommodation of the passengers on the platforms alone.
2587. The ioop remains perhaps for relief at some future time? Yes. .
25SS. How many lines of rails do yon propose to bring in? Six; if we bring the long-distance 
traffic in. - • . ^
2589. Mr. O'Connor.'] Does your scheme in any way propose to interfere with St. James’ Church and 
tho Courts ? No.
2580, Prosident.] Would you approve of a long-distance station down towards Government House?
No ; 1 do not think it would be as convenient as Redfern. People would have to go out of their way to 
get to that point.
2591. Would there be any other reason why it would he unsatisfactory? No ; nothing beyond tljc fact 
that it would not suit the public, and we are trying to make a station to accommodate the public.
2592, The approach to Circular Quay must ho by a tunnel ? ■ Yes. '
259.8. \\ ould there be an objection in that ? I have the strongest objection to tunnelling work in Sydnev.
It is found very disadvantageous in other parts of the world where the temperature is not nearly so high 
as hero.. I am sure it would be found most unpopular in Sydney.
259- 1'. If electric traction were possible, would your objection to tunnelling be removed to a certain 
extent? I do not think that we can deal with a state of things which does not exist.
2595. If we had electricity, would a good deal of the objection be removed? Undoubtedly ; but we have 
not arrived at that state of things yet.
2596. We must consider the matter on the basis of the traction we have at present? Yes.
2597. You see no immediate chance or likelihood of the suburban traffic being run by electricity? It; is
not suburban traffic only which has to be considered ; you would have to deal with trains going outside ■ 
the suburbs. The people,-for instance, living at Campbelltown, would expect to come forward to the full 
extent of the railway. Even if electricity could be adopted for purely suburban work, it would be a long 
time, I think, before we should be able to work long-distance trains economically by that power. That 
question lias not been solved in any way yet. _ ■
2598. Do you think it is reasonable to anticipate that the suhurhan traffic could, in the future, be worked
by electricity ? I 'think we might be able to experiment with the purely suburban traffic before many 
years are over. ’’
2599. But wc must not regard it as a certainty for the purposes of this inquiry ? No.
2600. When you speak of long-distance traffic, what do you mean;—can you "form any idea as to what 
trains would not go to the raihvay station between Castlereagh and Elizabeth streets ? Eor the present, 
it might be possible to work the Campbelltown trains and trains going to the ^Mountains at slack 
times, but I fear it would not be possible to work those at busy times. There would be too much ' 
luggage to he dealt with. In dealing ivith the suburban traffic I think you should deal with the purely 
suburban service, like that to Homobush, Hornsby, and Hurstville.

26—R _ 2601.
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*Tcn ’Cl -6()L Por the present it might he possible in slack times to bring Mount Yictoria and Moss Yale to the 
^ x ^' suburban station site ? Tes.

]lMay 2(102. And the South Coast trains ? Ko ; I think there is too much milk traffic in those trains.
’ 2003. Could the Keweastle trains come in ? Ko ; none of the mail or express trains. _

2G0J'. ITould it be possible to locate the station at the top of King-street, in the Domain, at the back, as 
it were, of the Hospital and Mint ? T think it would he very disadvantageous to put a railway station along
side the Hospital. Vhen anyone is dangerously sick in a house we go to the extent of putting straw and 
tau down so as to deaden the sound of the ordinary traffic. Here you concentrate all kinds of people 
who are sick—many of them in a dangerous state—and it would not be wise to locate the station alongside 
them, so as to annoy them with the whistling, vibration, and movement of trains, Iu addition to that, I 
do not think the site is altogether as convenient as we could wish. Again, we should be taking up a site 
which I have always understood has been decided upon for many years past for the whole of the law 
courts—a most advantageous position for them.
2605. Would it be possible to stop your long-distance traffic at Liverpool-street? It would be very costly 
to provide a station there ; the levels are so much against the scheme. _
260G. There is not sufficient level before you commence to fall towards Belmore Park ? Ko ; the fall is 
very rapid there. _
2607. The length is only 400 or 500 feet, and you want more than that for your stations? Yes; the 
platforms must be 700 feet.
2608. Supposing a railway station was projected on the southern side of Belmore Park, how would you 
view it? Unless we can come forward to Hyde Park, I would strongly deprecate spending any very large 
sum of money. I nould only advise the judicious expenditure of a moderate^ sum—say £70.000 or 
£100,000—to* make liedfern station answer its purpose until such time as it is decided to bring the 
railway forward into tbo city.
2600. Tou insist that if suburban traffic comes in all traffic should come iu ? Yes.
2610. "What proportion of the whole of tho traffic is suburban ? A very large proportion.
2611. Would it be seven-eighths? A return which I had prepared some time ago showed that there 
were 203 purely suburban trains, twentr-five trains running to places like Campbelltown. Penrith, and 
the Mountains, and twenty-eight long-distance trains. Then, of1 course, at holiday times those long
distance trains are duplicated in nearly every instance.
2612. 'Therefore about three-fourths of tbe traffic is suburban? Yes. _ .
2613. Supposing Parliaineut is disinclined to approve of the Park being taken, would it not be of great 
benefit to three-fourths of the travelling public ? If Parliament takes the responsibility of tbe complaints 
of the long-distance public, T am sure the complaints will be very continuous and very strong.
2614. Can you suggest anytbiug but the Park ? Ko; I wish I could. ^
2615. Mr.'lfrriyAt.] ATould the proposed stalion in the Park for long-distance traffic be a surface or 
underground station? A surface station. The cabs would drive to tbe front oi the station.
2616. The station would extend from St. James’-road nearly to Park-street? 1 es.
2617. Mr. Trickett.'] That would block up Market-street as a through street? Market-street would end 
where it is to-day. It does not go through the Park, and the slation does not inter!ore with it. _
2618. But for the suburban traffic you could make it sufficiently low !o let Market-street go over it, or
you could block the street? The scheme before you provides for a low-level slation for the suburban 
passenger traffic. Market-street need not be interfered with. In coining from liedfern under tbe Park, 
you must be sufficiently low to go under Elizabeth-street, which necessarily places you under the level of 
Market-street. . .
2619. Mr. ILumphery^\ What is your opinion as to the question of annual cost, by way of comparison 
between a suburban passenger station in the city and the country station at Eedfern, and both stations 
in the city;—would it be more economical to work the two stations at St. James’ Eoad, or have the 
suburban station there and the other at Eedfern ? I think it would be about Ihe same, because having a 
station for the suburban traffic would require you to keep two independent sets of men.
2620. Assuming you could have a terminal station for long-distance passengers and suburban passengers
at the Park, you then would have surface stations, and the cost would be less than having them separated 
by Elizabeth-street ? The cost of working would he decidedly less, and it would be more convenient for 
tbe public also. . . , .
2621. Have vou considered that ? X thiuk I have made myself clear—that m. my opinion the large
station should be built near King-street; that everything should be under one roof. . t
2622. That was your evidence before a previous Commission ; but I speak of your evidence to-day. You
are of opinion that the terminal station for long-distance passengers might bo at St. James Eoad ? I say 
distinctly that in our opinion every line should be in the one station at Hyde Park, aud tbe alternative 
of putting tbe local passengers on one, side of Elizabeth-street, and the through passengers on the other 
side, is simply because it is urged sufficient space will not be given in Hyde Park for the whole of the 
traffic to be dealt with there. _ .
2623. 1 think,-by your former scheme, you proposed to come up to King-strecl ;—do you think you could 
get sufficient accommodation between 8t. James' Eoad and Park-street? Yes ; that is the modified plan 
before you now, as prepared by Mr. Deane.
2621. That is the plan you favour? That is tbe plan which has been worked out. _
2625. Tiiat is to say, you will take 10 acres of the Park instead of 5 for the country (rains, and I suppose 
a sufficient area between Elizabeth aud Castlereagh streets for the suburban trains ? Yes.
2626. In the event of the scheme for the suburban station being placed between Elizabeth and Castle
reagh streets, could provision he made for ultimate extension? To where. _ _
2627. Korth ward, to join any bridge which may be made to connect Sydney with tlmKorth Shore? I
should not propose that, because I am decidedly of opinion that there should be no bridge to the Korth 
Shore ; therefore, 1 am not proposing that this station should be considered a proper connection for the 
Korth Shore. ■ ■ . _
2628. If you have a surface station at St, James’ Eoad for the long-distance trains, would it be possible 
to extend the line northward ? The foundations could be so arranged for tho station that two of the 
lines, or perhaps four, if necessary, could be lowered so as to go forward to the eastern suburbs or to the 
Quay at any future time. 2629.
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2629. Then the Hyde "Parle scheme, as far as St. James’ Eoad, would admit of the extension of the line E-M,. G.
northward, or to include the eastern suburbs ? That is so. , Eddy.
2630. Tour opinion is that it should he so carried out? Yes; Mr. Deane has promised to arrange the
foundations so that that could be done. °7’ *
2631. In the event of an expenditure for tbe temporary improvement of Redfern station being decided 
upon, would the carrying out of the improvement involve the interruption of railway operations to any 
extent:1 All alterations interfere with the working of the traffic.
2632. Would it seriously interfere with it? We should have to carry it out in such a way as to interfere 
as little as possible; hut you must see that if you are working a statiop where everything is carried oh at 
high pressure, and there is no leisure time, if you put a lot of workmen in to pull the place about, you 
must necessarily interfere with the regularity of the service.
2633. And in that way there would be more expense than would bo necessary if you made a terminal
station at a distance from liedfern ? 11 is always much cheaper to begin with a clean sheet of paper, and-
let your men go on without interruption, as opposed to a scheme under which you would be interrupted 
by tbo trains every few minutes. . •
2634. President.'] Have you seen the plan showing an extension of tbe railway station over Devonshire-- ■ 
street; you are aware that the level of Devonshire-street from the railway level is not sufficient to allow 
traffic to pass readily under it; therefore, there will require to be a dip iu Devonshire-street of about 1 
iu 25 ; the amount to he taken our will be from C to 9 feet; we have discussed tho question whether it 
■would be better to deal with the whole of the area bounded by Devonshire-street on the south, and going 
into Belmore Park on the north, and whether it would be wise, in view of future contingencies, in 
connection with the railway, to leave Devonshire-street as level as it was in the first instance by projecting 
tbe road a little to the north ? Anything which can be done to add 1q the area of railway property at 
Eedfern will be of immense value in years to come.
2635. You want all you can get ? Every yard which can be given.
2C3G. Have you seen the plan ? Yes.
2637. Would that meet with your approval ? Yes.
2C38. Or any modification of it? That gives the maximum amount of ground.
2639. A * close to that as possible would meet your views ? Yes. ■
2040, Would it be useful to you to be able to extend tho length of the station in a northerly direction ?
Yes. Eedfern has to deal with goods traffic as well as passenger traffic, and it also has to store a large 
number of carriages for tho general working ; and additional space is much required for all purposes.
2641. If Devonshire-street were filled up and moved bodily northwards, you would he able to lengthen 
your platforms without interfering with your yard ? Yes.
2642. Would that he of any advantage? Yes. If Parliament definitely decides not to extend the 
raihvay into the city, that is the direction in which wo shall have to alter the station. The platforms 
require to be lengthened. The space in front of the station, in which all the passengers land from their 
cabs or ’buses, requires to he greatly enlarged, and the waiting-room and cloak-room accommodation also- 
requires to he increased. Therefore, the only way to deal with that work is to lengthen the station 
towards the Benevolent Asylum.
26±3. Therefore, you approve of Devonshire-street being moved to the north ? I should like to see it done.
2644. Presuming Parliament thought it wise to bring the suburban traffic to the city, wrould it then he of 
advantage to you to have Devonshirc-street—that is, if Eedfern remained tho terminus for the long
distance traffic? Under any conditions, the giving of that additional land to the railway property would 
be of immense advantage.
2645. Do you suggest any reason why the Cemetery should not be laid out as a park ? No ; I think it 
would be a very admirable thing to do.
264-6. Mr. Wriffht.] Would it not he better to keep the whole of them for future railway requirements ?
I dare not suggest that myself; but I should bo glad, of course, to have every acre we can get at Eedfern 
in addition to what we have already. It well certainly be of service in years to come.
264 7. Mr. Kumphery.] Would it not be fairer to exchange that portion for any land you take from Hyde 
Park ? That is what I suggest.
2648. Mr. Hoskins.] You require an extension of room at Eedfern? We should very much like to see 
Eedfern enlarged.
2649. Mr. Wriyht.]. How long do you suppose the accommodation provided between Castlereagh and 
Elizabeth streets and at the Park would be sufficient to meet the growing requirements of our traffic?
If you have the two stations as suggested, I think you might safely calculate to go on for twenty years.
2G50. If the traffic increases as it has done during the last six years, do you think the Eedfern yard will 
be capable of conducting your business ? It is not capable of conducting the business of to-day.
2651. But I mean with the proposed extensions? Tho extensions will not give us any more room for 
the goods traffic or for standing passenger vehicles than we have to-day.
2652. Therefore you thiuk, under any circumstances, an extension of the Eedfern yard is very desirable?
Yes. .
2653. Mr. Humphery.] Mr. Wright has asked you how long the proposed stations in Castlereagh-street
and Hyde Park would meet all possible extension of traffic, and you have stated twenty years ;—assuming *
that you had 10 acres of the Park, for which you first asked, and had your complete terminal station there, 
both fur long and short-distance trains, how long do you think the provision you could make there would meet 
all possible developments ? I think it would meet the requirements for about the same period of time.
2654. You could not make better provision on the 10 acres than would be possible on the two sites? Not - 
with the scheme as it stands. Wc have eleven platforms in the big station. It is proposed to have six 
platform lines in the local station, aud five platform lines on the reduced plan for the long-distance 
traffic, so that practically the accommodation is equal.
2655. And without taking any more of the Parle it would he possible to provide for additional accommo
dation for the expansion of the traffic? As I have previously said, I would not contemplate taking any 
more of the Park for railway purposes than is now'suggested. When the time came for increasing the 
accommodation, it would have to he increased by adopting some other scheme. A. very considerably 
increased traffic could he dealt within the general station by projecting two or four lines, as was originally 
contemplated, forward to the eastern suburbs or elsewhere. That would make those platforms simply

•- ■ platforms
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■ J platforms for calling at, instead of having to stand for five minutes to got rid of passengers, and to load, up
lady. again and go back. Another way to relieve the station would be practically to adopt the scheme which is 

no'v uu^er y°llr consideration for putting a local station between Elizabeth-street and Castlcreagh-slreet.
‘ Tou could then throw out of the big station, which required more accommodation for its long-distance 
traffic, a very large proportion of the trains to the side station ; hut if the traffic of Sydney bad givwn 
to such a state that that large station could not deal with it, very likely relief would be afforded in other 
directions. Sydney will become so large that there will be a necessity to relieve it in other ways, i do 
not look with any apprehension to the idea that the Eailway Commissioners will ask for more of the 
Park by-and-bye. _
265(3. Ton are aware that it is assumed that once you arc placed in the Park, and get 10 acres, it will not 
be very long before you take the whole :—is that fear groundless ?' I think so. In my opinion it is.
2657. JIT?*. Trickett!] If you got that portion of the Park aliout St. James's Eoad for the long distance 
traflic, and the site opposite for the suburban traffic, would you require the loop line to Vv oolloomooloo 
Bayr, shown on the plan, for tbe purpose of shunting: Por the moment it need not be made; but it 
should he a part and parcel of-the scheme which could be carried out later on, with this modification, that

, • instead of making it a loop, 1 would terminate in a group of sidings into which the trains could run, and
then by keeping one line in each group free as an engine line, the engines could run round the trains and 
go back in the same direction. 1 say that, because of the necessity for working tbe suhurhan trains 
-always with the carriages in the same relative positions to the platforms. Ton can see that if some of 
the trains were to run down to Circular Quay, and returned with their carriages in the opposite relative 
positions to what they had gone there, and theu other trains went into a loop and ran round, the two sets 
of trains when they got to the first halting place would be changed iu their positions. One would have 

1 the first class and the other the second class in tbe front, so that there would be confusion all along tbe
line. The people would never know whether the first or the second class was coming in front. There
fore there would be a continual running up and down to adjust matters. Eow the carriages are run 
on the suburban lines with their classes in their proper positions to correspond with the notice boards on 
the platforms requesting first-class passengers to wait in one place and second-class passengers in another 
place. • _
2658. You have stated that you are averse to any proposal for a bridge to Eorth Shore;—are you in
favour of any connection between Sydney and North Shore for raihvay trains ? Not at the present time. 
I do not see the necessity for it. _
2659. Mr. Tcgan.] Tou stated in your opening remarks, that, as a rule, business people left their business
bouses and lived in tbe suburbs; therefore it is not those people who get the benefit of open-air spaces 
such as Hyde Park ;—if the Commission saw its way to recommend the use of Hyde Park, or as much 
of it as is required for railway purposes/would it not be possible to convey the old Cemetery and the 
Benevolent Asylum grounds to the people for use in place of the portion of Hyde Park winch you 
require? That is what 1 would recommend the Commission to do. I have proposed that there should 
he provided in other districts, where open spaces are more necessary than about Hyde Park, a space equal 
to or greater than is taken from Hyde Park. _
2660. And chargeable, of course, to the cost of the proposed line ? Yes ; of the railway construction.
2661. President.] You made a statement on one occasion with regard to an amount of money which 
should be set aside for the purchase of parks? The only thing given in evidence by me was a recom
mendation that the Cemetery should be laid out as a pleasure ground, and that £1.000 a year should be 
debited against railway expenses for keeping these grounds in order. But I would even go further now, 
and sav that, if necessary, as much as £100,000 might he added to the railway capital to provide open 
spaces in districts needing them more than this part of Hyde Park is needed for the purpose.
2662. Mr. Roberts.] Have you considered whether Cook Park and Phillip Park would he suitable for a
terminal station, or do you regard their position as too much out of the centre of‘the city ? I do not 
think their position is so convenient as the top .of King-street; and, again, the formation of the land is not 
so convenient for making a station. _
2663. The fact of Hyde Park being so level would, I imagine, render it favourable for a terminal station ? 
Yes.
2664. Mr. Lee.] IVhat is your opinion as to the desirability of railway extension for the conveyance of 
goods to the deep waters of Port J ackson ? That is a very big question. I have not gone into the matter 
with tbe view of formulating any scheme, because it is not an urgent one, so far as tho railways are con
cerned. The bulk of tbe goods traffic to and from the railways breaks bulk in Sydney, and any future 
development of railway traffic in connection with the sea within a reasonable period of time can be met 
most amply by the extension of the Darling Harbour lines to Darling Island.
2665. Eor which you are making special provision? The Department of Public 'Works is now carrying 
out the raihvay extension.
2666. Therefore, tbe urgent necessity for extension is confined entirely to passenger traffic ? Yes.
2667. If, in the far future, the contemplated extension does not meet requirements, Ihey can be met by 
an extension to tbe western side of the city, which could also be made available for further goods traffic, 
if necessary ? I would not like to give an opiniou'with regard to the goods traffic and a line which does 
not exist, because all railway experience is in favour of absolutely separating the goods and passenger 
traffic when you get into a densely populated neighbourhood.
2668. But, inasmuch as the City of Sydney is the depot for the commerce of the country and for the 
shipping of the port, and also the depot for the raihvay system, the question of dealing with the goods

■ traffic will arise. You have already told us that sufficient provision has been made for dealing with the 
exports of tbe country,such as frozen meat, at Darling Island, and Darling Harbour;—if it were thought 
necessary to utilise the Government property on the eastern side of Woolloomooloo Bay, could that be 
reached by an eastern extension from the proposed terminus in Hyde Park ? No ; it would bare to be an 
absolutely independent line. It would never do to take any of the goods traffic along the proposed city 
■extension.
2669. Are we to understand that this line must be looked upon as a passenger, line for all time ? Yes.
2670. But if it were found necessary to connect the Government shipping property with the railway 
system for the carriage of goods, I presume there would be no insuperable difficulty in makiug the con-

■ nection from some portion of the railway system ? No. ^
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2071. Therefore, will: the facilities which you have on the western side of Darling Island for the exporta- E-<*•
tion of goods, and tho lame areas held by the G-overnment on the western side, you are of opinion that in &My.
the future, if required, all the convenience for the exportation of the produce of this country can he 
offered from the Government centres which can be connected with the railway system? Yes; it is ^ *
possible to make an enormous development with the railway system, and export and import at Glebe 
Island by making a branch line from somewhere about Petersham, aud running to Glebe Island. An * 
enormous amount of wharfage conld be provided.
2672. But you are of opinion that the traffic at present does not warrant it ? There is nothing at all 
urgent with regard to the matter.
2673. What is your opinion with regard to the contemplated proposal to resume all the wharfs on the 
eastern side of Darling Harbour, aud to extend the railway along those wharfs ? I have not considered 
it, and I would not like to give an opinion.
2674. You think it is not necessary to go outside the accommodation provided at Darling Harbour for 
railway purposes? JSTo.
2675. And so far as produce arriving from the country for direct shipment is concerned, you are capable 
of dealing with it at the present time ? At Darling Harbour and the proposed extensions at Darling 
Island.
2676. Will you be able to deal with the exportation of meatin large quantities if the rate should increase ?
Yes; with an enormous quantity at Darling Island.
2677. Therefore, there is no need to anticipate any difficulty in the future from that point of view? No. ■
2678. As a matter of fact, you have for several years past been organising the rail way extension at Darling 
Harbour, and Darling Island has been acquired for the express purpose of providing for exportations?
No; Darling Island was acquired for the export business largely, and up to now we have found that the 
extensions which were curried out at Pyrrnont have met all tho requirements ; hut mow there are indica
tions that the export business will increase, and therefore the Department of Public Works is moving on 
with the preparation of Darling Island for its original purposes.
2679. Aud your Department, will be prepared to deal with them when they are completed ? Yes.
26S0. In short, then, you are not in favour of the extension of tho city railway to the deep waters of Port 
Jackson ;—you are not in favour of the extension of the railway for the conveyance of goods, but you are 
in favour of the extension of the railway for both long and short-distance traffic to a centre at Hyde Park 
if possible ? Yes; as close to Eing-strect as possible.
2681. Mr. Hoskins.] Is it intended to extend the proposed Georgo-street electric tramway to the railway 
platforms from which the steam tramways now leave ? Yes.
2682. Seeing that the tramway will take the large majority of people engaged in business in tho city nearer 
their places of business than the Elizabeth-street tramway does, have you considered whether that 
tramway will not carry a good many passengers whom you probably anticipate will travel by the extended 
railway to Hyde Park, and, therefore, reduce your estimate of receipts ? No. I think the number of 
people travelling will be in excess of the estimate, because a good many people who now come in, say, from 
Newtown by omnibus, will go in the railway train, as they will he taken into King-street so much more 
quickly than they ean now travel by the road. Again, with regard to the tram, the difficulty in dealing 
with an electric tram system is the enormous number of people who will be turned out of the trains to he 
carried away by tho trams in a few minutes. The electric trams, I am afraid, will not in the busy times be 
quite equal to the necessities of the case, because they will be required to do what railway trains have been 
doing up to liedfern station, and a tram service is not capable of doing that. Therefore, I would be very

- pleased indeed to see the George-street electric tram service relieved of a very large proportion of the 
present railway traffic, so as to be able to give much more satisfaction to tho local traffic in George-street, 
which will, we think, be very large.
2683. 3fr. Fegan.] Have you any reports from your officers in reference to the delay which has been
caused during holiday times to trains leaving and coming into Eedfern station ? Yes ; we see the working 
every day. '
2684. Can you let us have those reports? They are in the shape of returns. I do not think they would 
be of the slightest-value. The Commission could only learn broadly that at holiday times the trains 
are so numerous that the insufficient platform accommodation causes them sometimes to be blocked back 
as far as Hurstville, and it has taken trains an hour or more to come from there to Sydney, the whole key 
of the position being the insufficient platform accommodation at Eedfern.
2GS3. Mr. Jioberts.] If there were two distinct stations—one for the long distance, and the other for the 
purely suburban traflio—would the working expenses of each station be’considerably increased ? There 
would be a considerable increase over the expenses of working the whole of the traffic in the one station.
2686. President.] Three-fourths of the traffic is suhurhan ; that can be worked between Castlereagh and
Elizabeth streets ;—the proposal to put a station on the other side of the road, taking 180 feet of the ,
Park, you do not view with favour ? I would much prefer to see the whole of the traffic under one roof.
Palling that, I should like to see the scheme referred to carried out in preference to leaving the question 
unsettled. .
2687. Then, since thi-cc-fourths of the traffic is suburban traffic, the commercial basis of the extension is 
the suburban traffic? Yes.
26SS. The suburban traffic passengers, if they could get to King-street, would come there irrespective 
of what happened to the long-distance traffic r Yes.
2689. Although it would inconvenience one-fourth of the travelling public, it would really he a better 
paying line by being a suburban line only ? I do not think so. You would have to eliminate a very large 
number of passengers from the calculation as to the revenue. I would also point out that the land for 
this suburban station is estimated to cost £160,000, and 1 fancy the works will be very heavy.
2000. Mr. Humphery,] Is the laud between Elizabeth and Castlereagh streets, and King-street and the 
Synagogue, of less commercial value thau a similar area taken out of the Park ? Not the land, if the 
land were there free from buildings, like the Park, I would say “buy it.”
2601. Mr. Wriylit? 3 suppose you think it is unfair that the railway expenditure should he burdened 
with a large sum of money, when there is vacant land which would cost you nothing ? I do not look at it 
from the point of view of railway capital, but from the point of view of the people who own the railways.
It does not matter what is put upon the railway capital, so far as the Commissioners are concerned. It

sec mo
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seems to me an unwise thing to burden the users of the railway for all tame with an unnecessary amount 
of capital, which means, of course, paying more rates every year than are necessary, 

ai M 2692. If the scheme of double stations is adopted, will there be a station at Liverpool-street also ? Yes;
aJ; ■ '• j think there should be booking-offices facing Liverpool-street, so as to drop all those who want to go to 

that neighbourhood about tho Town Hall.
' 2693. I suppose there would be a platform? Yes,

269-i. You are aware that a portion of the land ou the site of the proposed Castlereagh-Elizabeth street 
station is already Government property, and that the Government are getting next to no revenue from it? 
Yes. " ’
2695. Therefore, the same remark would apply to that property as applies to the Park ? Yes.
2696. Mr. O'Carmor.'] Supposing Parliament decided not to concede your request with regard to the 
resumption of a portion of Hyde Park, would the portion Mr. 'Wright has alluded to as already belonging 
to the Government meet alT requirements ? It would only meet part of the requirements of a local 
railway station, which local railway station would not meet the requirements of the long-distance traffic.
2697. If, in the future, the city extends towards where the railway station is at the present time, would 
not that site meet all requirements ? Although buildings for residential and other purposes may increase 
in the direction of Itedfern, the business of Sydney will demand that those people shall come into the 
heart of the city and go out from tbe heart of the city. Therefore, the argument that the city is extending 
that way is not an argument against the extension of the railway, because, although the people do not 
reside in the city, if Sydney business increases, as we expect it will, the number of people coming into 
business every day will increase, and those people will have to go home at night.
2698. You state that if you take 10 acres of Hyde Park you have ample accommodation for twenty
years ;—is it not fair to assume that in twenty years land will increase in value, and would it not be 
better to take up sufficient land now for 100 years ? Ho, I think it would be more desirable to modify 
the arrangements, and take the people nearer to the destinations they wish to get to under the altered 
conditions of the city. It will be necessary to review periodically the requirements of the travelling 
public, and to meet them as circumstances change. _ _
2699. Is it not clear, from your own statement, that the portion of the Park referred to will only give 
accommodation for twenty years, and that eventually you must take the whole of the Park? Ho. I 
think the arrangements would have to be modified. As I have pointed out, that station could be made to 
accommodate a large and increased number of trains by projecting a part of the lines out of the station 
towards the eastern suburbs or towards the harbour, or across tbe harbour if tbe business increased very 
largely : and then when it gets beyond that stage you could create a local station alongside, on the site 
now discussed, and so relieve the big station of a large number of trains, and thus enable it to accommodate 
the long-distance traffic for a very much longer period of time than would otherwise he possible.
2700. Have you considered a scheme for the continuation of the railway from the present site in Darling
Harbour along the wharf, on the eastern side as far as Market-street; a proposal has been made to carry 
the railway round ;—have you studied that side,of the question ? Ho ; because there is no necessity in 
connection with the railway traffic at the present time to have such communication. The amount of direct 
export and import is comparatively small, as compared with the amount of business which breaks bulk in 
Sydney, or has to be dealt with in Sydney for some purpose or other. _ _
2701. Do I understand that the goods freight, as distinguished from passengers, is not of sufficient- 
importance, in your estimation, to warrant a departure of that kind ? The goods traffic must be kept abso
lutely separate. As I have pointed out, the accommodation at Darling Harbour and Pyrmont, plus the 
accommodation now being provided in connection ivith Darling Island, will meet the necessities of the- 
export and import business direct with the railways for a long period of time.
2702. Would you make the terminus at Darling Island? Yes, for the present,
27.08. Supposing there is a consignment to Goldsbrough, Mori, & Co., of Circular Quay, would they not 

■ - have to go for their goods to Darling Island ? To Darling Harbour,
2704. Would it not be better for them to be able to get their goods somewhere nearer home? You 
could not do it. Because there happened to be one package from the interior consigned to them you 
could not run a trade to them. The trucks come down loaded with consignments to a*number of people.
2705. 1 only mentioned Goldsbrough, Mort, & Co. as an instance ;.—nearly all the stores of tho city are
centred at Circular Quay? Yes ; they are spread about. They are even at Pyrmont, so that the running 
of the trucks to Circular Quay would uot suit the whole of them. A great deal of the wool is delivered 
in Macquarie-street. '
2706. If you get 10 acres of the Park, yon think it sufficient to carry you on ? Tes ; for many years to 
come. Then other arrangements conld be made. If we found the station was insufficient for business 
requirements, other arrangements in the direction of relieving it would be made.
2707. If, at the end of twenty years, it was found that the 10 acres were inadequate, what course would 
you suggest? The extension of some of the lines through the station to the eastern suburbs; and, 
when that was found insufficient, the construction of a local line either alongside, or on the western side- 
of the city, or wherever it was found the then largely-increased business required the new accommodation.
2708. Mr. Clarke.] In the event of the main station being formed at, St. James’ Load, might not objection 
be taken to it by those who attend the Supreme Court, St. James’ Church, and St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
as an eyesore and an annoyance, because of the smoke ? I do not think the station would be an eyesore. 
I think it would be an ornament, and there would not be enough smoke to cause annoyance. The 
Supremo Court is recognised by everyone as being rather too noisy at the present moment, and the 
sooner it is removed from its present 7iosition the better.
2709. You do not want to go further than St. James’ Eoad at present ? Ho ; but 1 look forward to the 
time when the ground occupied by the Supremo Court and St. James' Church will be thrown open, so as 
to form a large open space in a very busy part of tbe city.
2710. Might it not cause those who attend the Supreme Court, St. James' Church, and St. Mary’s 
Cathedral—the latter of which is not likely to be removed—annoyance? I think not. We will take care 
not to run the trains during service time, Wo do not do so now.
2711. Mr. Humphery.'] Would not the initial expense be very much greater if you had two station sites
upon which fo provide buildings than it would be if you concentrated the whole of your terminal arrange
ments and buildings on one site ? Everything, both in regard to cost of construction, working, and 
convenience of the public, would be better met by having one station instead of two, 2712.

184
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2712. Mr. Black!] la making your statement, you Baid you thought the country could be recouped for M. G.
its expenditure by a system of penny fares to King-street ? What we would do would be to add Id. to y'
all the fares of the public travelling into Sydney.
2713. Have you considered that tho penny increase on the railway would, in a large number of instances, ' '
mean a reduction of nearly 2d. on the tramway ? Xes.
2714'. If that be so, where does the gain to the country come in ? We are anxious to get rid of some of 
the traflic in Elizabeth-street and George-street, because it cannot be conducted satisfactorily, and when 
we get rid of the raihvay trams we shall be able to give better services to the various suburbs, which will 
bring us in more revenue than we shall lose by the short distance railway traflic.
2715. Do you mean you will tempt more people to travel ? We shall carry by the trams more people 
than we carry to-day. We cannot efficiently carry on the business with the idiftcrent suburbs, because of 
■our inability 1 o put more trams on the lines; therefore, the omnibus people are carrying more people 
than they otherwise would. ■
271(). You expect that with increased facilities there will be a sufEcient number of passengers carried 
between Eedfern and King-street in excess of those who now travel by tram between Eedfern and King- 
street fo recoirp the country in its expenditure in railway extension? Yes.
2717. In your proposal, are you actualed by a desire to relievo the over-burdened Eedfern Eailway 
Station, or by a wish to carry the public further into the city ? The overburdened condition of Eedfern 
causes us to make some alteration to carry on the business satisfactorily. That necessarily raises the 
question: what is the best thing to carry out? The public continually complain of being landed at Eedfern 
when they wish to come into Sydney, and having to pay a tram faro, and occupying twenty minutes to do 
what a railway train would accomplish in about three minutes. Therefore we felt that we should be 
acting unwisely in the interests of the country, to propose a large expenditure at Eedfern without raising 
for settlement the broader question of whether there should be an extension into the city.
2/lb. Could you not accomplish your object of carrying people to King-street more rapidly simply by an 
extension of the railway line without the removal of the central railway station ? Yes, if you have 
sufficient accommodation at the terminus to deal with all tho traflic ; hut we are not proposing to remove 
Eedfern station—it will remain tbero for everybody’s use as it is tn-dav.
2710. Hut you are proposing to malic another station somewhere else as a main station ? Yes;
2720. 1 suppose you consider that the chief station of any city should be central? Yes.
2721. Do you not flunk that Eedfern is near the centre of the city of Sydney? It is not where the 
people wish to get to, and what we require to do is to put the station at the spot to which the people wish 
to travel, and the hulk would be accommodated by having it at King-street.
2722. Do you not think you could take the people where they wish to get by running a line of rails past 
the place to which they wished to get? Yes, a certain class of traffic; but not long-distance traffic. 
Long-distance travellers wish to got to the railway station, and take their scats in comfort, and they 
always make a point of getting there when they are travelling with their wives and families fifteen or 
twenty minutes before time. You cannot deal with that traffic at a roadside station.
2723 Supposing you had a connection nith Morlh Shore by a bridge or tunnel to convey trains across, 
and that Eedfern could thus he fed Irom the north as well as from the south—would not that attain some 
of the demands of those people ? It does not want to he fed, but it wants to bo relieved. ■
2/21. If there were an extension to Korth Shore, and perhaps another in the Paddington, TYaverley. and 
"\Yoollahra direction, possibly Eedfern would be better than any other central point you could name ? I 
do not think so. 1 think King-street is the most convenient point for the eastern suburban lino. The
people in tho eastern suburbs want to come to King-street and not to Eedfern for business.
2720. Then the difficulty of route presents itself ? No; a route has been worked out for an extension ,

_ through Paddington, and out ultimately to Double Bay, Eose Bay, and South Head.
272G. quid not that mean very heavy resumption ? Necessarily, and the time has not come for it. The 
tram service meets the requirements of the people at the present time.
2727. Mr. Hassall!] The extension of the railway into the city is only to deal with the passenger traffic?
That is all. - “ L
2/2S. In view of the facilities afforded at the present time, which are likely to he materially increased by 
the construction of tho electric tramway down George-street, do yon think it. is absolutely necessary to 
bring the railway further into the city ? Yes. *

then, in your opinion, is the best site for the raihvay fo be brought to ? Hyde Park.
2730. J’bo alternative proposals are merely submitted in ease the Hyde Park site may not be agreed to ? 
That is a]], and they arc submitted with very much regret, '
2731^ In view of the large areas of land available in the vicinity of King-street, you think you would be 
justified, taking into consideration the benefits wjiich would be conferred on the whole Colony by the 
extension of the raihvay into the heart of the city, in asking the people to give vou one portion 
of Hyde Park, in order to afford them facilities for getting into the city t Yes; fo use it for their own 
purposes. If public feeling is so strong as to require the maintenance of the same open spaces as we have 
to day, X would recommend that the railway capital should be debited with the cost of providing an equal 
amount of space or more elsewhere, where it would be of more service to the masses of the people than 
tho space taken away for tbe railway station. ,
2732, In other words, you are of opinion that tho space you ask for in the corner of Hyde Park can be 
put to better use, and utilised in a far more profitable manner than it can be under existing conditions? 
Yes.

WEBB USD AY,
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WEDNESDAY, 12 MAY, 1897.

THOMAS THOMSON EWING,-Esq., M.P. (President).

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphert, M.E.C. 
The IIou. James Hoskins, M.LO.
The Hod. Charles James Foiserts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
The Hon. William Joskpu Thiciceti, M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.

Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P.
Thomas Henry IIassall, Esq., M.P. 
Gtioroii Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Aiihustus Wiiimir, Esq., M.P. 
Frank Parnell, Esq.. M.P.

Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, further
' examined:—

K. Deane, 4 2733. President.'] If we take a small portion from the Park for a station for the long-distance traffic, and.
the area between Castlereagh and Elizabeth streets for a station for the suburban traffic, will Elizabeth- 

12May, 1897. street be left intact between the two stations ? Yes; and there would be subways underneath. The 
station for the long-distance traffic will be a surface station as near as possible. The other one "would be 
sufficiently below the ground to allow of an extension afterwards under King-street, if required.
2731*. Mr. Hoskins.] Is it proposed to have very elaborate station buildings? No ; not more than is 
necessary. Of course in those positions they would ha\e to be presentable buildings.
2735. Mr. Lee.] Are the proposed stations to face the same street;—is it proposed to make a new street, 
or to continue 8t. James’ Road through the High >801100! building, and make a street through there, and 
then let both stations face that street? That would probably be done.
2730. President.] That is on your plan? Yes.
2737. Mr. Zee.] Therefore, anyone approaching the stations could drive to one or tbo other ? Yes.
2738. Although they would practically be separated, they would for all purposes be together? Yes ; and 
there would be subways to connect them. I understand that yon wish to know whether the fronts of 
the two stations will be in one line. If they were to be actually in one line it would be necessary' to pull 
down a part of the Registrar-General’s Office.
2739. Without having to go so far as that, and making St. James’ Road the northern boundary of your 
extension, how will the station then stand in relation to the proposed station on the High School ground? 
If the site between Castlereagh and Elizabeth streets is taken for the suburban trains, and an additional 
station is made for the main-line traffic without interfering with the Registrar-General's Office, I think 
the main-line station would have to stand a little back from the other.
2740. Then it is proposed to make a new road from Castiereagh-sireet to Elizabeth-street, which would 
give access from the western side of the city to the long-distance passenger station ? Yes.
2741. IVithout compelling people to go through King-street? Yes.

- 2742. That is the intention ? Yes.
2743. Under the original proposal—that is, the Hyde Park scheme—how was it proposed to cut off the 
remainder of the Park from the portion taken—by an iron fence or a wall ? That is a detail which could 
he suitably arranged. One day when I was before the Commission that matter was discussed, and I 
think the conclusion was that an iron railing would sene perfectly well round the openings.
2744. 'Would the same remark 'apply to a lesser portion of the Park being taken for the alternative 
scheme? Of course that would be entirely blocked by the station walls. 1 doubt whether anything would 
he gained there by the construction of iron railings. A complele corner of the Park would be taken— 
not mere isolated patches such as you would have in carrying the line between Liverpool and Park 
streets. I think it ought to be fenced or walled off securely.
2745. If it is necessary to erect a wall I suppose it would not be a very cosily matter? No.
2746. How far will the Castlereagh-street platform he below the ground? Fifteen feet.
2747. Necessarily an important station like that will require a good access to it by means of steps, and 
steps which are not of a steep character;—would you be able to get a sufficient pitch there from the 
station to the surface without intruding upon the kerb in Castlereagh-street ? Yes ; there would be a 
staircase down to each platform. The arrangement would probably be as indicated on the plan. The 
plan shows the new street with a footpath and verandah running in front of the building. Passengers 
would enter through the booking offices.
2748. At which end is it proposed to have the booking offices ? In the middle, facing the new street.
2749. "Where would be the entrance to the Castlereagh-street station ? There would bo two entrances.
The main entrance would he from the new street, and it wrould probably be in the centre of the 
building. * ■
2750. "Will that be the only one? -No; it is proposed to have one at the other end of the station.
2751. "Will there be no entrance from the street between those two points—either in Castlereagh or 
Elizabeth street, or both ? It is not proposed to have them, and I do not think they will be required, 
hut I am quite sure the Railway Commissioners will endeavour to serve the public interest in that respect.
2752. In sinking there to get your levels, are you likely to interfere with the existing sewerage and gas 
an'd water communications ;—will you interfere with the sewerage at the top of Bathurst-street, where 
there is a ventilating shaft ? No. I may add that passengers coming from the station through the new 
street will get on to a bridge or verandah running along the building, and from that bridge there will be 
staircases to each platform. There will be three platforms and three sets of staircases. The same will be 
the case at the further end of the station.
2753. You will enter at one end and leave .at the other ? You could enter or leave at either end, as 
passengers required.
2754. If that is going to he the dead end of tbo extension, how is the shunting to he carried on ? There
will be engine roads—Ihat is to say, short spurs, where an engine could stand and be run back on to the 
train after it comes in and when it is time for it to go out again ; and when the eugine which brought the 
train in is thus relieved, it can run out and take up its position for the next train. .
2755. You have sufficient room to admit of that being done? Yes ; that can be arranged.
2756. And more accommodation will be provided at the long-distance passenger station to enable the trains 
to be properly marshalled ? Yes.

2757.
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^ ^eces,8ary to encroach on St. Janies' Road, assuming you could take that corner H. Dcaue, 
ot the .t ark for a terminal station ? It would only be necessary if you wanted' to bring the fronts of the -— 
two buildings up m a line. b 12 May, 1897.
2708. What length have you provided for terminal station platforms for suburban passengers ? The plat
form are arranged for 000 feet; the length of the station would be 660 feet.

n f-i d ^ouJTCflulre a Skater length than that if, instead of putting your station between Elizabeth 
and Castlereagh streets, you put it in the Park, for suburban and country passengers P I do not think 
they could be placed both together.
i/ilu pD'4UOt w iE0riSiilal plan I,rol;ose that tllc terminal station for all passengers should be in Hyde 

ics; but then the accommodation was very much larger.
^ 'vllole1 accommodation you originally'intended to provide were provided at that
X lnhn h ° lalk’ W ? r:°,,ld y°U re1(llllre 80 much greater length there than you appear to require in 
the suburban passenger station now under consideration ? The arrangement for the original station w.-us
hivT la"8'™ f ^i m°ri co??let? alld bcinS end station, a good deal of room was taken up in '

? bu!IdlG.f at tbe end aTld havlng a? end-crosscd platform. The station in Castlereagh-street, 
t ^ ue °ui^e SUrfaCe °f.t l0i?T0und,.the bmld,nSs wil1 be on tbe street level over the lines. I 

towards the harbour3 ,Jei:CSfi£,ry ln 11,s eaE:e’ lJ: the liile 3toPs liere n0"1’-to provide for its future extension

ZLS'SslVSEoldf T “e «"* ^ t«mtm Ml h„e accm.

?!" r"1'li1'0 *? l)TOvide tl«t .ccommodation? About the s»mo length as wi» 
provided before. J.he p attorms were about 700 feet in length. Probablv the length will be a few feet 
more than is shown on the first plan. c ^ ^ no a ien xeer
bpwiyjf Tlmld* w ^ m‘fximTn le,lgtb Otl:ho sl)acc refiuired for tbe long-distance passenger station 
5®!-- tv? '' R°ad :Uld l ai'k-stl'cet ? Ifc "'il1 take up the whole of that length
m'e it dial „f°r F S° ^ le,,lgth thcro tllfln for the ^burban "passenger station ? A
sXrbtn tryL bol'1 ■ le Sl'0UDd- ^ 0tl,C1' wiU bt) i;ovel'cd over- 111 the case of Ibo
suburban traffic the length J. have given you—GOO feet—is really only that part of the station which the
pubhe use; but the approach to that station under Elizabcth-strect from Park-street is pist as necessarily 
a part of the station, although a good deal of it is covered over. necessarily

mTlda1 *f the aPProachcs greater for the suburban passenger station than would he 
• re onK ^1("1S'd,?tnil?<* P^engcr station ? i\o, it is not. The width is rather less, because there 
ll-6.,11 ^ tour nnus coming mto the suburban station,

AcL,°1'dl“S t0 the evidence you have given, you must encroach upon St. James’ Road, and it will bo 
the iwllmr ?° a P r nm°f -f6 Jic8lstrar-ttcneral’s Office ? 1 said you would have to take a portion of
I r™ S(°?Ce ’13’1o;i1wantcd ro brlll8 the two stations in line, but it is uot necessary to do
so.^ the long-distance station could be set back. ^

station could be set hack by separating the suburban from the loim-distance 
WOlTad a01!!* ^ Possil,leto set back the general terminal station, supposing vmriiad both 

stations adpming m Hyde larkwhy cannot you put your general station on the 10 acres of land with
out rendering it necessary to take any portion of the Registrar-General’s building 1 think I pointed ■
%£ii3r ■«s rr-t*?* s-»«««•,»• »-*»»»^iTa tns
4. j°.™m “ * ** I*' “d J0“•» s» 1““” fcx* f” »I>is a.i«r

S n9nibm°Mhad tlie ''i11016 of PaBsenSer traffic eoncentraied on the one terminal station, would notit 
vo,PG O 1 construcfc yot>r station as to avoid that resumption of the Registrar-General’s Office which 
do n!t m 'vas necessary ? Looking at that plan which has boon worked out for the big Sation. l

1? Cast^nfrJwJ oWw e -V;Ti VmVoseJ° dlvT;rS° the main line to go to the proposed station 
0771 aw m ^ et' ^ ? should have to diverge on the southern side of Park-street. 1

el i re4U,re t0 Tfll,U0 a »ood deal of ™l“at>le property to do that ;-how would you get,out Lt 1°! f i0f 116 StreCt t0 V10 High Sch001 ? 1,]ie Property vvhie-h vou would have to take to e^iS
out that soliemc has been reported upon by Mr. Pordriau. * ^ v <lJlL LU LiirrJ

tttmphen/.'] Will you make ifc clear why it is necessary to have so much greater length for the
me to Irl fc ?rVTl a,,iFar -t0 re(,!llre for tlV0 stalioi13 ? Jt is rather difficult at the present time for 
nobit n^ t H r7 d1etalled ^P^^O'b seeing that the details have not renllv been worked out; but I mieht 
K mRri/T 8ePar long-dista!1C0 the other you virtually make a smaller
for itself ^ ™ t pOrtl0n of *lie ■Pi,at Porfaoiio£ the station will require a smaller approach

thanWdl th,obiS Stati0n= that lst0 aayoV splay will nit he so 
The™ pl II 3 0n.cl"]l'l]t' J a"1 assuming that the passenger traffic diverges south of Park-street.
m i«r thing by itself; and for that portion there will be less
t mri win vo Vt 1 tolimove th.° staUo'1 buildings a little further back from tbo Registrar-General’s Oflice 
-773 y„ 1 ir7 ' i°0m f°r f ]pal'cd3 °flice tlie hetween the two sets of lines.
affect';in^thoeon3str,mtion7e 'V° ^ S° t0 SyI,£lSnSU0? As (>lns(J as could without

■zilf- -?{*'■ 'JMckett.] Practically, within a few feet ? Yes.
the trains?' ^ lulcrfcre 'vith public wor8hip in that building? 1 think they will hear the rumble of

in Iitu7f1 bfrifoi?,-,7011 „ w,0ldd he adwaable to resume the whole of the land up to King-street
oh? ”t ,W,,k thB"’ " ”«™ilr *» 8. op t. Kiug-stroet. la

20—S
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THURSDAY, 13 HAY, 1S97.

Itoaent: —
THOMAS THOMSON EWING,

The Hon. Eeedehick Thomas Htjmfheey, M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Chap.iies James Eobebts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
The Hon. William Joseioi Tiuckett, M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connob, M.L.C.
Henbt Claiuce, Esq., M.P.

Esq., M.P. (President).
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.. M.P.
John Lionel Eeoan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall. Esq., M.P. 
Georoe Black, Esq., M.P.
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.

J. Horhury Hunt, Architect, further examined:—
J.H.Hunt. 2777. President.'] I understand you desire to place further evidence before the Committee? I desire 

to add to my previous remarks by bringing to your immediate consideration my proposal for a city railway 
13 May, 1897. station, and other matters, as shown on my plan; when I say station I do not mean terminus. 1 ho fntel 

suggest will eventually be the very eye of our future city business life, for it is a certainty that t is 
section of tho city known as Dawes Point will be levelled down and rclaid out as here indicated fay is 
plan. It looks to he a big undertaking. However, it must be carried, out before long. Therefore any 
railway extension to the city—regardless of the future rebuilding of this part of the city, I submit, will 
not be wise. A station placed as here indicated, with the proposed improvement of this section or .ie 
city is, I think, self-evident as being the proper site both from a commercial and general point ot view. 
The station as here placed would be entered direct from the higher ground at back from a tunnel 
without interfering with any streets—it would also he midway between the harbour portion of Circular 
Quay and Darling Harbour—which must be admitted a good feature. To lay down any railway scheme 
by which it will be required to complete such scheme in the future—by bridging the harbour from Dawes 
Point'to Milson’s Point—would clash with this proposed improvement, which I repeat must ere long take 
place at Flagstaff Hill and Dawes Point. I was prompted to ask for this further opportunity of speaking 
to you, because of the present proposal to tunnel across or bridge the harbour. 1 maintain that it any 
attempt is made to bridge the harbour from this point, then this proposed station improvement will clash 
with it. and, if at some" future date it should be undertaken, then it will involve a treniendous expense. 
Any railway project fixing on Unwes point as a bridge site, will have to fight this city improvement 
project on the one hand, while it will have on the other Darling Harbour interests to contend with, ibo 
future of Darling Harbour and the Flagstaff Hill section of the city, are two big factors m the future 
helping onward of Sydney to her great commercial position. Anything that may be done with our new 
railway station, which will interfere with us as architects in dealing with tins important section o 
the city, will be a very serious matter. I contend that the North Shore railway connection should 
be as indicated on my plan—by a suspension-bridge from the city to Balmain, Goat Island, and Bal s 
Head, thus taking the traffic to a broader area of North Shore—namely, to the west of St. Leonards. 
The platform elevation of a bridge at this position would not interfere with the waterway to tho docks. 
Any form of tunnel communication I would condemn. When the public came to experience! the tact 
of having to travel underground four or five times the distance represented by the initial difficulty 
namely, some 30 or 40 chains of harbour surface—depend on it then the fat would be in the nro. 
The land connection for a bridge at Ball's Head is naturally all that can be required tor such a projec , 
while the approach from Sydney via Balmain will he easy for railway and all other kinds ot tranic. Do 
what you may, pray look well to the future position of this city.

APPENDIX.



261

AKPEKDIX. 139 ' > ■

ROYAL COMMISSION ON CITY RAILWAY EXTENSION.

APPENDIX.

A.
[To Evidence of J. Earry^

pAHTIOin.ARS KESPECTI.VG TEAFKIC AT HeDFERN RAILWAY STATION.

6.)
Statement allowing the number of Trains and Engines running between Sydney and Eveleigh, Monday, 25th January, 1897

Slow Lilies. Fast Lines. Goods Lines.
Total on all Lines, 

Up and Dowd.
Between the 
hours of—

Down. Down. Down.

104 ,107 10 ;10Gll | fiO 10 '109 10

(1 A.)

Statement showing the number of Trains and Engines running between Sydney and Eveleigh, Eiiday, 2E)th January, 1897.

Slow Lines. Kept; Lines.

Between the 
hours of—

Down.

3p

Up. Down. Up. Down.

To
ta

l |

Up.
t

Up and Down.

i
©

I
vi
3
O ; 
© 1

c4
d

3 ■coc
©

ui
J d

O'
so
H

4
oo
© J

ftA
9m To
ta

l, j
i Go

od
s.

CJ
e

fi.

»
oo
©

W
J

trj
| 3o

E-

y;
1
©

bi
J

n<nci 3o
t-l

A,M,
12 and l .......... 11.. 1 1 i i 1 1 1 i 5 G 1 2 3 4 7 2 13

1 „ 2 .... 2 2 4 3 3 o R 7
2 „ 3 ........... i 1 E i 3 2 9 3 2 i 0
3 „ 4 .......... i 1 3 2 1 j 2 1 1 2 5 1 1 7
4 P1 R .......... 1 1 1 1 i 1 2 1 o u 3 3 1 7
5 ,, 0 .......... r> 5 1 3 4 1 i 2 2 2 4 3 3 7 7 4 11 10 25
8 ,, 7 .......... i 6 7 4 4 i 1 .. .. 4> 2 4 4 2 3 5 3 7 13 23
7 „ 8 ........ n 11 9 9 3 3 3 3 i 2 i 4 1 2 27 30
8 ,, 9 .......... 0 0 12 12 2 2 i 9 10 8 i 9 i 3 i 5 o 11 SI 44
9 „ 10 .. . n 3 i> G <j (1 i 3 4 2 7 9 1 4 5 4 11 18 33

10 „ 11 .......... R r, 3 3 2 2 2 2 3 j 4 2 2 4 2 5 13 20
11 » 12 ........... 3 3 O 0 1 1 3 3 8 i ri 4 i 5 12 15 27

r.N,
12 and 1 .......... 4 4 .. ! 2 2 1 1 i o 3 7 v 2 a 5 3 10 9 22

1 „ 2 .......... 4 4 .. 5 fi i 1 i 2 3 G 6 1 R 2 3 14 24
2 „ :i .. i .. f. 5 .. | 8 3 1 i 2 4 i 1 2 4 4 5 i 0 2 10 12 24

„ 4 .......... i 3 3 .. 4 4 i 1 1 1 i 1 1 1 i 3 2 1 10 13
4 „ fi .......... .. 1 7 7 .. 3 3 4 4 3 3 . 2 i 3 1 8 9 1 10 18 29
5 „ £i .... 12 12 ■ i 0 9 13 13 4 4 1 1 6 6 7 38 45
fi „ 7 ........... 9 U ,, .. 1 10 10 1 7 8 1 4 5 2 o 5 r, 1 8 30 30
7 „ 8 ........... 4 4 .. 8 8 2 1 3 3 3 1 0 7 ] 3 4 4 9 1G 29
8 „ 9 .......... 3 3 .. 4 4 1 4 1 1 i 3 i r> :i 3 9 G 12 20
9 „ 10 .......... 4 4 3 S 1 2 n i 1 o 3 8 4 i 5 2 7 11 20

10 „ 11 .......... • i • 4 4 .. ] i 4 1 1 x 2 3 3 3 0 fl 1 9 11 21
11 „ 12 ......... i •• 4 4 .. B 0 2 2 4 3 11 14 1 5 6 C 1G 11 33

Totals.,.. 4 102 too 1 jl04 105 12 2 54 08 it 1 RO 02 l:r, 91 7 113 16 84 7 107 r.9 178 jS24 561

Goods Lines.
Total on all Lines.
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. f3-} , .
StatemKjt showing number of Passenger Trains in and out of Sydnej on Friday, 29th January, 1S97.

Thi'oujh Truiie,. Local and Sulmrban Tt juris. Totals.

IJet«e€ii the hours of—
Down. L'p. Down. Up Down. Total.

A.M.
12 and 1 ................................. i 1 i 1 0

1 „ 2 ............................... ........ ........
2 " 3 ................................ i i 1
3 j| 4 ................................. ] i 1

1 i 1
5^6 ................................ 1 5 4 9 5 10
G „ 7 ................................. 1 G G i G 13
7 „ S ............................... ........ 15 12 lo 12 27
8 „ 9 ................................. i 8 22 9 22 31
9 „ 10 ................................ 3 i 0 s 9 9 IS

10 „ li ................................ 1 7 5 s 5 13
11 „ 12 ................................ 4 5 G }> 10 15

P.M.
12 „ 1 ................................. i) 4 ft 4 9

1 „ 2 ................................ 1 4 9 5 9 14
2 ;; s................................ 7 o 7 ft 12
3 „ 4 ................................. 4 G G 10
4 ,, 5 ................................. 3 2 9 4 12 G IS
5 ,, 6 ............................... “> 20 13 25 13 3S
(i ,, T................................. 1 i 15 13 1G 14 30
7 s................................. 1 i 4 10 5 11 10
s „ 9 ................................. 1 6 5 7 5 12
9 „ 10 ................................ G ft G 5 11

io ;; ii........................ ........ i 5 5 5 fi 11
11 „ 12 ............................... i 0 4 fi 5 11

Totals........................ 17 13 146 14S 1G3 161 324

(3.)
Statement showing the approximate number of Passengers arriving at and departing from Itcdfern Station during the 

busy hours of the morning ami evening, Friday, 5th February, 1897.

Rotvreoen the horn's of— Xo. of rasseiiErers
]<edfeni» -'i February.

Xo. of Passengers departing fi'din 
Redfern, H Fcbruan.

Tota No. of
arriving at, anddcjiartiutr from 

Red fern, ^ February.

0 a.m. and 7 a.m..................................... S24 1,062
7 8 „ ................................ 3,72fi 195 3,921
S ., 9 .......................................... 5,394 207 5,601
9 ,. 10 ,, ................................ 1,902 459 2,31il
4 p.m. and ft n.m..................................... S25 1,851 2,G7G
ft ,, 6 ;» ............................... 1,160 5,067 6,227
G „ 7 ,, ................................. 631 3.90S 4,629
7 ,, s „ .................... 897 ’ 613 1,510
s „ 9 „ ................................. 3G4 G40 1,004
9 „ 10 „ ............................... 289 S2G 1,115

The total number of passengers arriving in Sydney on week days is approximately about 20.000, but on holidays the 
numbers are not available,

(4.)
Statement showing tiie number of Trains and Engines running between Sydney and Eveleigh on 5t.h October, 1S9G

, (Eight-hour Pay).

Thai Lines.
Total cm all Lines, 

Dawn and Up.
Between tlic 
liours of—

1 i ..

12 ami

a? I <ji I ii 2 !l02 m I u6 I 91 102
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B.
\_To Evidence of Captain J. Jackson.']

Cost of Manacoiext ash of Collectios of Kevesce is the Pujiuc Wharfs Department for 1S95.

Qua;'. Covrper. PyrmotiU DarHnsr
Harbour. Illackwatf 1c. Byron Bay. Wool&'Oolga, cors

Harbour,
While
Bay.

*

1895. £ a. d. £ s, d. £ 5, d. £ P. d. £ s. d. £ S, d. £ S. d. j* S, d. £ s d
.rumiary' .............. 143 0 10 53 10 0 46 10 0 24 0 4 27 8 4 10 8 4 10 s 4 10 s /)February ............. 130 17 0 53 10 0 46 10 0 24 0 4 27 S 4 10 8 4 10 8 4 10 s A-March ................. 132 4 2 53 10 0 46 10 0 24 0 4 27 S 4 10 8 4 10 S 4 10 8 4April................... 132 4 0■“ 53 10 0 46 10 0 24 0 4 27 S 4 10 8 4 10 8 4 10 8 -1May ..................... 132 4 2 53 10 0 46 10 0 24 0 4 27 8 4 10 S 4 10 S 4 10 s A■June ................... 132 4 2 53 10 0 46 10 0 24 0 4 27 8 4 10 8 4 10 8 4 10 8 4July ..................... 132 4 2 53 10 0 46 10 0 24 0 4 27 S 4 10 S 4 10 8 4 10 s 4 in 9August .............. 132 4 2 53 10 0 46 10 0 24 0 4 27 8 4 10 S 4 10 S 4 10 s >| 10 ift ySeptember.............. 132 4 2 53 10 0 46 10 0 24 0 4 27 S 4 10 8 4 10 S 4 10 8 4 10 Ifi sOetolier................. 132 4 2 53 10 0 46 10 0 24 0 4 27 S 4 10 8 4 10 8 4 10 8 4 10 If! 9November............ 132 4 2 53 10 0 46 10 0 24 0 4 27 8 4 10 8 4 10 S 4 10 8 4 10 1G sDecember............. 132 4 2 53 10 0 46 10 0 24 0 4 27 S 4 10 8 4 10 8 4 10 8 4 10 16 s

House-rent ...... 100 0 0
Wages, cleansing '

wharfs, &c.......... 500 0 0 25 0 0 25 0 0 25 0 0 25 0 0

2,201 19 667 0 0 583 0 0 314 4 0 354 0 0 125 0 0 125 0 0 125 0 0 05 0 0

Sumsiart,
Q,uay................................................................
Cowper............................................................
Pyrmont .........................................................
Darling Harljour..............................................
Blnokwnttlc.....................................................
Byron Bay ...... .............................................
Woolgoolga........................................... .........
Goff’s Harbour...............................................
White Iky ..................................................."

£2,201 19 fi 
667 0 0 
r»S3 0 0 
314 4 0 
334 0 0 
125 0 I) 
125 0 0 
125 0 0 
65 0 0

£4,560 3 6

, bl
Wjiaefaof and Tonnage Hates, &c-., levied dcrino 18D5 at various Wharfs

Department.

Circular Quay ..................................... ..
Cowper Wharf .................................
Pyimont Wharf ..................................
Darling Harbour Wharf .................
liiaekn attic Wh arf..............................
Byron Bay (now mulcr Trustees).......
Woolgoolga ..........................................
Goff’s Harbour.......................................
While Bay ..........................................
Stockton ......................................

UNDER THE

£ s. 
32,200 12 

0,091 IS 
5,089 9 
1,414 0 

426 19 
245 S 
27 10 

104 12 
48 15 

7S2 J

PcRLio Wharfs

(1.
0
3

ll
0 
7
1
3
3
4 
9

£46,431 7 11

Sir,

C.
[ Jb Evidence of JT. 3fcLachlan. Secretary to the Jlaihcaij Commissioners?^

Tram Traffic between Redfern Railway Terminus and Hi no-street.

, Office of the Railway Commissioners, Sydney, 15 March, 1897.
Jn compliance with the request, of tho President, of the Royal Commission on City Railway K\'tcnsion, relative 

o the tiam tiallic to and from the railway, I am directed to inform you that the number of passenEers travelling to and 
from the railway by tramway is 3,000,000 per annum,
.... ^ reference to llie point of entering and leaving tlie trams, I am to say that the principal stoppinc-ijlaces are
■King ami Market streets, and it is estimated that about one-fourth of the passengers travel beyond King-street. ■

I have, Jie.,
m. 0 „ . H. MeLACHLAN,
ine soeictan, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension. Secretary.

Cl,
Tiir, Sydney and Biiisrank Traffic and the North Siiop.r Railway.

®‘r> , Office of the Railway Commissioners, Sydney, 5 May, 1S97.
'■''ith regard to your question as to whether the through traffic lietween Sydney and Brisbane could be carried 

the North Shore railway, T am to point out that it woutd not he practicable f ' ' - - -
In the first place, the traffic in connection with the Sydney

practicable to work tin: traffic in the way indicated.
, - - - ............ -......... ....... - . ---- .. main suburban line is much greater than that on the North

nnnrc railway, u hile_ the traffic from the Southern and Western lines has also to be considered. Further, the facilities rt« 
tlie mam suburban lino arc much superior to those existing on the Milson’s Point line, tlie latter being a single one only.

I Lave, &c,,
mi . -o „ H. McBACHLAN,ine Secretary, Royal (.ominiR=iou on City Railway Hxtcnsion. Secretary,

C2
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C2.
Numiskr of Trains Running on North Shore Railway. 

f<jr Office of the Railway Commissioners, Sydney, 20 May, 1897.
’ ’ With further reference to your letter of the 3rd May with regard to ‘the number of trains running on tlie North

Shore line, I am directed to inform you that the following are the passenger trains run on the Milaon’s Point line
Sundays, Milson’s Point to Hornsby, and return ......................................................... o
Mondays to Fridays, Milson’s Point to Hornsby, and return ...................................... H

j)0 do do Chatawood, and return................................ 2
Saturdays, Milson’s Point to Hornsby, and return................................................... . 16

x nave> u&Cii
H. McLACHLAN,

The Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension. Secretary,

C3.
Fluctuation of City Populations.

gjr Office of the Railway Commissioners, Sydney, 20 May, 1897.
5 I am sorry I omitted to send you earlier an extract from the Bulletin of the International Railway Congress, 

March number, in regard to the population of London (city). In a paper on European tramways, by Ernest Gerard, Belgium
State Railways, it is stated ... ^ i n

As noticed by Mr, E. Trevert in his treatise, growth of population m towns loads to extension of their suburbs. Un 
the other hand, in some cases the centre of the city tends to become less populous ; for instance, in London the 
city had in 1860 a night population of 112,000, and now has only 32,000. The day population has increased from

' 'W® *■>««• . ‘“V&LAOHLAlf,
The Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension. Secretary.

Sir,

C4.
The Trams as a Suhstitute for the City Railway.

Office of the Railway Commissioners, Sydney, 17 May, 1897. 
With reference to your inquiry as to the ability of the tram service to conduct the railway trailic to and from 

• ■ r__.iu.__-.Tim ovi#lr*ip.i> aivpn Iw l.lift riiief fJrunnn'aBioner in renlv totlie city and the railway station, I am directed to refer you to the evidence given by tlie Chief Commissioner in reply to 
Q. 2082 (Mr. Hoskins) on this point, viz.;— , . , , . it

Again, with regard to the tram, the difficulty in dealing with un electric-tram system is the enormous niimlwr of 
people who will be turned out to be carried away by the trams in a few minutes. The electric trams, I uni afraid, 
will not in the busy times be quite equal to the necessities of the case, because they will lie required to do what 
railway trains have been doing up to Redfern Station, and a tram sot vice is not capable of doing that. .therefore 
I would be very pleased indeed to see the George-strect electric-tram service relieved of a very large proportion 
of the present railway traffic, so as to be able to give much more satisfaction to the local trailic m Geurge-street, 
winch will, we think, be very large.

I have, ac.,
H. McLACHLAN,

The Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension. Secretary.

C 5.
Facilities ofpkreu to Workmen.

gjr Office of the Railway Commissioners, Sydney, 17 May, 1897.
’ With reference to conversation relative to the value of the proposed city extension to workmen, I am directed 

to point out that if the railway is extended to King-street it, will he a great boon to the large numbers ot workmen who 
have homes in the railway subuibs, ami who have now necessarily to leave and rejoin the trains at the station at Redfern. 
Very many of these workmen arc engaged m the city, and if the extension were carried out it would be of great benefit in 
saving them walking into town ami the time that is lost in consequence.

The additional charge will also he a most moderate one, as it is proposed that the usual weekly rate tor 1 mile, 
viz 3d , shall only be added to the existing fares—that is to say, a workman living at .Petersham, and who now pays Is. 
3d. per week for his journey from Petersham to the present terminal station, will pay only Is. lid. per week to King-street, 
that is, only id. per day for the double journey for the extra distance.

I have, sc.,
H. McLACHLAN,

Tlie Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension. Secretary.

D.
[To Evidence ofC. W. Earley, Engineer-in-GMef for Eublic Wor&s.']

WATER-frontagc available and quayage, Sydney Harbour.

Water-
frontage

available

Quayage Ist-dass Berths. 2nd-cbss Berths.
Total

Situation.
Avail
able. Constructin':. | Total. Avail

able.
Con

struct
ing.

Avail
able.

Con-
Bfcructp

ing.

No.
of

Berths.
Remarks.

Wool loom ooloo Bay......*.......
ft.

4,300
ft.

1,710
ft.

1,477
ft.

3,187 3 2x3 = 5 2 10
Not counting 6 
ferry jetties,Circular Quay ....................... 4y70Q 3,335 1,500 4,835 ' 5 i 13

Darling Harbour, above bridge 2.600 2,600 2,600 3 5 8

equal to 12 
berths.

„ }> below bridge*
including Pyrmont jetties... 950 2,440

Cnricicte, 2j5o0 I 
Timl.vr 1,530 j

2,440 5 5

Darling Islnd.&PyrmuntBuy J 3,270 ■ 4,080 0 6 11
Possible berthsGlebe Island and White Buy... 0,400 1,080 6,250 7,330 4 4

Blackwattle Bav .................... 1,020 1,020 4 ‘
Island omitted.

Roselle Bay............................. 1,650 ... ’

Total ................. 23,890 12,185 13.307 24,402 IS 15 15 7 1 55
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E. .
[To Evidence of S, _E. Perdriau.']

Station Situ vor Long-dk<tance Trafric.
The total length of the lend suggested as a site for a station for long-distance traffic is 6G5 feet, and the width is about 
130 feet, giving an area of 1 acre 3 roods IS perches.

This includes the block above described bounded by Liverpool, Elizabeth, Coulburn, and Castlereagh streets, and 
that part of the block lying immediately to the south thereof referred to above as portion No. 1, together with the inter
vening portion of Coulburn-street.

The municipal assessments for this area amount to £3,013. This at twenty years' purchase would represent a value 
of £78,260.

If twenty-five years’ purchase be adopted the value would be £07,825.
13tl. May, 1897. ---------------- STEPHEN E. PERDRIAU.

El.
City Property Vaiuation.

Valuation (adopting the municipal assessments for the year 1806-1897) of that block of the city of Sydney bounded on the 
north by Livcrpool-street, on the cast by Elizabeth-street, on the south by Goulburn-street, and on the west by 
Castlereagh -street—Area, 1 acre 1 rood 36 perches.

The municipal assessments for the above mentioned block amount to £2,865 per annum, and this at twenty years’ purchnao 
would represent a value of £57,300.

If twenty-five years’ purchase bo adopted the value would he £71,625.
Note. —The aliove valuation Isoveluaive or the customary allowance of lOjicr emit, for fon-od sale and for rom]>ensat.ion for disruption of business. 

There is not a first-class building in the whole block—they are mostly small, inferior, and old-fashioned, and the 
businesses carried on are comparative!v unimportant.

13th May, 1897. ‘

Valuation (adopting the municipal assessments for the year 1S06-1S97) of that block of the city of Sydney bounded on 
the north by Goulburn-street, cast by Elizabeth-street, south by Campbell-strcct, and west by Gastlercngh-street. 
Total area, 1 acre 1 rood 14 perches.

As requested, I have subdivided the block into three portions as follow :—
Portion No. 1.—The northern portion—area 1 rood 22 porches—embraces the frontage to Goulburn-street, and extends 

southerly 130 feet along Elizabcth-street and Castlercagh-street, The municipal assessments for this pctt'tion amount to 
£1,048. This at twenty years’ purchase would tepresent a value of £20,960.

J’vTtion No. 2.—The south-eastern portion—area 1 rood 36 porches—extends from portion No. 1 southerly along 
Elizabeth-street to Campbcll-street, a total length of about 320 feet with an average depth of about 65 feet, backing on to 
portion No. 3. The municipal assessments for this portion amount to £1,044. This at twenty years’ purchase would 
represent n value of £20,889.

Portion No. 3.—The south-western portion—area 1 rood 36 perches—extends from portion No. 1 southerly along 
Castlereagh-street to Ciimpboll-Ktroot, a total length of about 320 feet with an average depth of about 65 feet, backing on to 
portion No. 2. The municipal assessments for this portion amount to £1,279. This at twenty years’ purchase would 
amount to £25,580.

The total assessments for the block amount to £3,371, and this at twenty years’ purchase would be £67,420.
13th May, 1897. ’ STEPHEN E. PERDRIAU.

F.
Total Cost or Govkrnmunt Wham's.

Sir, The Treasury, New South Wales, Sydney, 18 March, 1897.
In compliance with your request, I am directed to hand you, enclosed, copy of a return which has been 

furnished by the Department of Public Works, showing the total cost of Government wharfs, &,e., in Sydney Harbour up 
to the present time. I have, &c.,

i\ KIRKPATRICK, ,
The Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension. Under Secretary for Finance and Trade.

Department of Public Works, Account Rrunch, 9 March, 1897. 
Return showing Cost of Government Wharfs, &c., in Sydney Harbour to date.

Work. Amounts Total.

Erection of wharfs, jetties, cargo-ahcda, and renewals of wharfs. Circular Quay, 1859 
to date.

Construction of wharfs, jetties, cargo-ahcds, and renewals of wharfs, Woolloomooloo 
Bay, I860 to date.

Land resumptions.................................................................................................................

£ s.

71,290 9 

224,632 7

Construction of wharfs and jetties, and extension of wharfs, Darling Harbour, 1864 to 254,127 2 
date. _

Land resumptions................................................................................................................. 287,817 10

Construction of jetties, waiting-shed, pontoon, &c., Erskme-street
Wharf, &c., Blaekwattlo Bay ..........................................................
Sundry wharfs as per statement attached .......................................

Total

d.

3

£ s. d. 
270,714 1 10

1

4
295,922 16 4

3

£

541,944 12 7 
8,867 6 9 
7,150 16 3 

22,454 15 5

1,147,054 9 2
Department of Public Works, Account Branch, 9 March, 1897- 

Cost of Wharfs. Sydney Harbour.
£ s. d.

Wharf, &e., Watson’s Bay .......................... 2,002 16 6
,, Blue’s Point........................................ 950 0 0
„ Milson’s Point ................................ 150 0 0
„ Neutral Bay ..................................... 604 13 S 'i
,, Cobbler s Beach................................. 575 0 0
„ Hyde ................................................  1,060 IS 8
,, opposite Salt-works, Parramatta

River ........................................... 363 3 0
,, Newington ........................................ 487 0 7 P
,, Longbottoni........................................ 341 0 O J
„ Putney................................................ 934 0 1 i
,, Hen and Chicken Bay ..................... 873 113 l|

New Wharf, Fitzroy Dock............................  3,373 8 6
Wharf and Extension, Five Dock ............ 592 11 9
Wharf, fee.. Callan Park ...................   952 5 4
Cove Wharf, Balmain................................... 172 19 9 |,

£ s. d.
Wharf, Hunter's Hill .................................. 600 19 0

,, Cabarita, alterations....................... 140 1 9
Repairs, old Manly Wharf ......................... 531 4 4
New Manly Wharf.......................................  3,006 15 1
Wharf, Kissing Point, Parramatta.............. 277 0 0

„ Pennant Hilis.................................... 378 12 10
,, at Dundas ....................................... 443 6 1
,, Ermington ........................................ 447 0 0
„ Field of Mars..............   376 0 10
,, Blundvillc, Parramatta River........... 125 0 0
„ White Bay ................__..................... 1,585 3 4

Waiting-room, Neutral Bay Wharf............. 07 0 3
Whalf, foot of Angustus-street, Leichhardt 413 2 10

Total .................................... £22,454 15 5

G
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a
Yearly Reyes i;e eroji (!oversjiest WiiAitrfi.

Sir, The Treasury, New South Wales, Sydney, '20 March, 1S07.
In accordance with the request contained in your letter of 12th instant. T have the honor to hand you, herewith 

enclosed, copy of a return preparedly the Manager of Public Wluufs, showjng the yearly revenue ilci'ivod from Government 
wharfs in Sydney Harbour to 31st December, ISSKi. . 1 have, &c.,

P. KIRKPATRICK,
The Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension, Under Secretary for Pinanec and Trade.

Public Wjiahes Departs ext.

Return ehowi ng Yearly Revenue received from Government Wharfs in Sydney Harbour to 31st Rcecmbcr, 1S0G.

Wharf.

Circular Quay

ti
f

Cowper Wharf
(Up to 1891 Cowper Wharf revenue was paid to the credit of ■ 

Consolidated Revenue independently of head oilice.)

(
I

f

Blaekwattlo Wharf.................................................................. ......... ■{

L

f

Darling llaihour Wharf..................................................................... j
(Prior to 1S91 under Railway Department.) ’I

b

r

Pyrmont Wharf

Year. Yearly amount. ] Total amount.

£ s. d.
1874 4,888 3 7
1S75 5,525 2 2
1876 5,359 8 3
1877 3,327 13 2
1S7S 2,803 4 0
1879 7,022 39 6 1
1SS0 5,047 13 7
1SS1 7,665 0 0
1882 9,201 IS 11
1883 10,665 6 !)
1884 12,399 o 1
18S5 13,512 12 1
1886 18,392 4 9
1887 20,151 o 8
18SS 35,122 9 0
1889 35,868 3 3
1890 30,688 8 10
1S9I 40,195 17 6
1892 43,288 1 o
1893 36,677 10 O
1894 30,008 18 4
1895 32,252 IS
1896 32,688 19 0

1SS2 1,904 16 O
1883 1,735 10 10
1SS4 2,282 17 6
18S5 2,S8S 8 1
1886 4,007 18 0
1SS7 2,543 17 7
1888 2,673 8 o
1889 2,764 0 !
1890 2,365 4 s
1891 3,243 12 3

1892 5,344 1 0
1893 4,510 6 2
1894 5,081 1 10
1893 5,799 n 10
1896 5,268 17 3

1SSS 165 7 11
1889 314 14 1
1890 313 IS 0
1891 327 0 9
1892 459 5 9
1893 558 s 2
1894 329 s 0
1895 536 8 1)
1896 615 9 11

1891 1,723 0 1
1892 1,459 13 1
1893 1,064 J 8
1894 2.320 S 4
1895 1,008 3 10
1896 1,579 IS 1

1889 7 17 o
1890 893 0 5
1891 . 2,485 IS 6
1892 5,275 13 7
1893 3.806 o 4
1894 3,737 10 0
1895 4,849 S 6
1896 4,935 16 7

£

£ s. d.

412,753 G 4

26,409 13 9

26,093 12 ]

3,620 1 6

9,161 10 1

25,991 7 1 

533,939 10 19

Public Wharfs Office, Circular Quay, 17th March, IS'.'i.
JOHN JACKSON,

Manager.
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H.

Sir,
Yearly- Exprxdim-iij-: ox CiovuiNjiKxT Wharfs.

The Treasury, New South Wales, Sydney, S April, IS97,
' i’1'' ’ ' Fea’ith, a statement shelving Lh_

1S9U, so far as can be readily

w.n. ,«r , , . The Treasun’, New South
enditnre m.1<;t|Cef’0 y0Ur letter,of 2r4th I have the honor to hand von, herewith', a"statement showing‘tha
endituio m ithe (government wharfs in Sydney Harbour up to 31st December ' - S- -yearly expenditui ...... ................ ................

ascciiamed from the books of the Department of Audit.
I also enclose, for the information of the Commission, a copy of the 

accompanied Buch statement. to U1 '-‘m

The Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension.

Audit Department memorandum which 
I have, &.c,,

_ F. KIRKPATRICK,
Under Secretary for Finance and Trade,

Payjibsts fromrnlnnUi!^r0U1,t <>“.tiollectiotis, the Annual Vote "Public Wharfs," and other Votes under the
C omal heasmei for the service of Public Wharfs generally, from 1S74 to 31st December, ISIKi.

Vear of Puj incut.

1874 ..........................
1875 .........................
187C......................... "
1877 ............................
1878 .....................
187!).................
18S0...................... ' ”
1.8S1 .................
1832 ............
1SS3.................
1S84...........................
1SS5.....................
issc..................... .......
1SS7.....................
1SSS..............
1SS9................. '
1590 .................... '■
1591 ................. '
1892 ..........
1893 .............. ""
1894 ......................
1895 (January to June)
lf>»5-C . ___ ...
1S9G (July to Deceiulier) !

^^n Iwn M^ditu^oll1,!eS, CXuIusivC o£ Payme“ts nndor Public Works Dcpmtment and ini 

Total revenue received, as per statement compiled by Captain Jackson ...........................................
crest

Net revc

Amount,

£ s. d.
■ 1,077 15 1
. 1,593 17 4
. 1,788 2 1

1,395 11 1
. 1,341 0 3

1,801 12 5
1,497 15 8
1,052 14 4
2,019 3 10
2,546 1 1
3,192 14 11

1 2,846 7 0
4,399 0 11
3,680 1 7 2

, 3.379 17 0
5,031 s 5
5,031 4 9
4,518 5 3
7,990 1) 7
(>.4n$ 19 .7
5,656 19 3
2.S04 16 7
5,220 1 9
2,267 Hi 1

79,192 17 3

533,939 10 10

454,740 13 7

return, however has been™ .,,,^,7 1 - i 01 ppenditurc on each wharf without very considerable labour. Awharfs ■ the sum W™ - £ V 7 ? F11 ahows approximately the salaries, &c., paid m administration of the Sydney
I may point out that the biillc^f ^5!menlB un^e!‘ ^1C ^ orka Department and interest on loan expenditure,
owing C this service must l ennit eX}lfn<lltUF f°r wharfs 1''as mlt of loan !!in”eys’ he^e the a™unt interest

' w'ifji i . e a ^'retibUry, New South Wales, Sydney, 5 Mav« 1897.
prepared by the Dciiartmcnt o^Pnhlii^W0^^'’*!”41*1 Iastl 4 *lave I1°’'v t,le •'■oimr to band you, enclosed, a statement
Government wharfs in Svdnev H-irho t °r Si s, 1°’H'lna yearly expendikite under the Public Works Department upon co eminent u iiaris m bjdney Harbour from 1st January, 1874, to 3011, December. 1890, exclusive of purchase of land

l have, &c.,
The Secretary, Royal Commission Cty Railway Extern,,on. Under Socreta^toSKd Trade.

Returv showimr fhn Y«<i,nir r. , , Depai tment of Public Works, Account RrnuUi, 27 April, 1897.
^J-irlxiiir r' ltlUC tho 1-Jul,Ilc Department, upon Goveniment Wharfs m Sydney

_______ H,ubo,u from lst ■Talui‘lry. 1S74, to 30th December, ISDIi {cxclusiie of purchase of land). 1

1874 .
1875 
1870 .
1877 .
1878 .
1879 .
1880 . 
1881 .. 
1S82 .,
1883 ..
1884 .,
1885 ..

Auinuut. L Year. Amount.

0
2,140

s.
3

d.
7 1836

£ s.
3,394 2 
5,749 H 

26,255 S 
37,034 1 
51,871 19 
23,591 5 
29.074 10 
6,949 3 
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* Reducing the net revenue slated nlme Ui 102,.‘131 Iv. Cd.
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■ 146. APl’KNilll.

I.
[To Evidence of S. Deane, Eng in cer-in -Chieffor Rail Kay Construction.]

Estimated Cost or Lood-line Scheme.

School: £21 °00Lowering Devonshire-street .......................................................................... ......... gfl 000
To Liveniool-Btreet ..................................................................................................  70’000

EHzabeth-strcct .................................................................................................. ..
Station.................................................................................................................  u'ftOO
Signallmg and lifil'tbg.......................................................................................  20.000
Sheltcr-shcdB at' Kedfern ............................................................................... 72 500
Loop, Inner IJomain ......................................................................................  ' 1

Resumption

456,700
260.000

£716,700

II.
Estimated Cost ov Dual Scheme.

The following is an estimate of bringing the Suburban toffi.e into a station J^d^^Btroot ^ ^tlere^h-rt^t, 
and all long-disUnce traffic, including expresses and mails, into the oornci of Hj do Lark .

Lowering Devonshire-street ................................................................................ Os'oOO
To Livcrpool-street................................................................................................. Vf)’ 000

Elixabeth-street.. - ....................................................... ’ -
Station, High School site ............................................................................... 12’.000
Signalling and lighting (say) ...................................................................-....... on'flOO
Shelter-sheds at .. ...... ........................................................................................ ’

122,000
39,000

Resumption........................................................................................................
Widening for two lines.....................................................................................
Station work, Hvde Park.......................................... • ...................................... -on
Station, Hyde Park, with two storeys above ground-floor.................................. 1
Signalling and lighting (extra)...................................................................................... .

293,200
260,000

- 292,000 

£850,200

12.
The St. James’ Road Station.

St. .Tames’ Road, it will he seen that the entrance to the station at that place will be praetic ^RAK]^
2Sth May 1897 Kngmeei-in-Chicf for Railway Construction.

J.
Department of Taxation, Sydney, 25 May, 1897.

Estimated Cost of Hesumini: City Property for Railway Purposes.

Sir, As desired by yon, I have devoted as much time as possible at so short a notice, to reviewing the figures supplied 
bv Mr. Perdriau to your Commission in connection with the City Railway Extension, fWnlar Ouav I am of

the Custom Hotsc. This route would probably be 50 per cent, cheaper than a western scheme p0SEd routo and
I hesitate before giving you even a rough estimate without a plan of some sort showi g J p

”‘y ts ^ ii&stxzsar* i°

buaineSgS, they havm as the rc3U!nl)tinn 0f the foreshores of Darling Harbour be earned into
sums would 1)0 claimed?and possibly sustained as damages, as would prevent the wharfage, as a Crown asset, payi g

interestfor many alongycar^te corner ^ ^ estending fl, to the Quay, eomprisiugan area of 20 acres,
C°,lld tteZe oiC no dlim^s made for land through which the tunnel

was constructed, except where the surface was prejudicially affected. EDWARD J SILVERS,
Government Land Valuer.

The Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension

[One plan.]

Sj-dnej : William Applegate Gullick, Govenniwnt Printer.—1307.
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RAILWAY EXTENSION FROM REDFERN TO ST. JAMES’-ROAD.

REPORT.

The Pamjamentaey Standing Committee on Public Works, appointed during 
the first Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 
1888, 51 Yic. No. 37, the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889, 52 Yic. 
No. 26, and the Public Works (Committees’ Remuneration) Act of 1889, 53 
Vic. No. 11, to whom was referred the duty of considering and reporting upon, 
“the expediency of extending the Railway sytem of the Colony from the 
present Terminus at Redfern into the City, including the erection of a large 
central station in the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James 
road, have, after due inquiry, resolved that it is expedient the proposed scheme 
be carried out; and, in accordance with the provision of sub-section (iv), of 
clause 13, oi the Public Works Act, report their resolution to the Legislative 
Assembly:—

The Royal Commission’s Report.

1. The reference of the proposed work by the Legislative Assembly to the 
Committee being consequent upon the report of the Royal Commission on City 
Railway Extension, the present Report should be read in conjunction with that of 
the Commission.

Briefly stated, the report of the Royal Commission described the conclusions 
arrived at by the Commission of 1890 and 1891, and the proceedings which led to 
further inquiry; the condition of the Redfern station and yard, and the difficulty of 
improving it; the Park-street scheme submitted to the Commission, with its alleged 
advantages and the objections put forward against it; and several alternative 
proposals; and it stated the reasons which led the Commission to recommend the 
adoption of the scheme which would bring the railway through Hyde Park to 
St. James’-road. '

By inquiries in all directions in which the Commission were likely to obtain 
reliable information, they ascertained it to be impossible to find a route, for both 
long-distance and suburban traffic, through the City west of Hyde Park, with a 
suitable site for a central station, unless at great and practically prohibitive expense, 
and they were convinced. that if the railway were to be brought into the City for 
the purposes stated a portion of Hyde Park must be taken. *

To them it was proved that an extension citywards was necessary; that Park- 
street was not far enough into the City; that to approach a main city station by 
tunnel, while steam is used for traction, is objectionable, and to substitute another 
motive power at Redfern is also open to objection; that other suggested schemes 
were from one reason or another impracticable; and that, without interfering with any 
buildings between St. James’-road and King-street, the portion of the Park between St. 
James -road and Park-street would be eminently suitable as well as sufficient for all 
terminal arrangements, including a surface station for botbsubnrban and long-distance 
passenger trains. If this portion of the Park were appropriated for this purpose the 
station building would extend square-off from Elizabeth-street, fronting St. James’- 
road, to within 20 feet of the central avenue of the Park, and the station 
appurtenances would go back as far as Park-street. But while this would be the

case.
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case, 44. i’eetof tlie Park section Mould be'added to Elizabeth-street from Park-street 
to St. James5-road, thus widening this portion of Elizabeth-street to 110 feet. St. 
James’-road also would be widened considerably by a portion of the Park being 
added to it.

Park-street would be raised at the level portion between the central avenue 
and Elizabeth-street, to permit of the lines approaching the station running under 
it; and where the lines would pass through the portion of the Park between Liverpool- 
street and Park-street, portions of the cutting would be open, and portions covered, 
the arrangements with regard to the covered portions being that the existing pathways 
in this part of the Park would not be interfered with, and the present facilities for 
crossing or frequenting the Park not affected to an extent that would cause incon
venience, only sufficient of the route being left open to provide for ventilation and 
signalling purposes.

If it should be thought desirable to extend the railway to the Circular Quay, 
it could be done by carrying two lines on the eastern side of the station in tunnel, 
under Macquarie-street, down to a point near the Water Police Court; and in the 
same manner by sweeping round in tunnel branch lines could be extended to the 
eastern suburbs. An extension could also be made to North Sydney.

In no respect, the Commission were assured, need the station or the move
ments of the trains be an eyesore or a source of annoyance to anyone in or near 
Hyde Park. Arrangements wTould be made to completely and attractively cut off 
tire station from the central avenue, and neither it nor the shunting or passing of 
the trains was likely to be objectionable in any sense. The station buildings, 
themselves, it was explained, ought to be an ornament to the city.

The report showed also that if this section of the Park 'were taken for 
railway purposes there would still be nearly 30 acres of the Park left for public'recrea- 
tion, and that in addition to this there w ere, within a short distance of the intersection 
of Elizabeth-street and St. James’-road, 158 acres in other park areas, and also the 
grounds surrounding Government House, containing 40 acres, which sooner or later 
are likely to be added to the Domain or the Botanic Gardens. Eurther, in lien of 
the portion of Hyde Park wanted for the railway, it was pointed out that the 
llaihvay Commissioners were willing that the railway revenue should he debited to 
the extent of £1,000 per year, or the railway capital charged with a lump sum of 
£100,000, for providing open spaces in districts needing them, or for tlie formation 
and maintenance of a park in some other part of the metropolis wrhere it may he 
wTanted ; and, in connection with tins, it wras suggested that a very suitable site for 
such a park would be the old cemeteries in Devonshire-street, together with adjoining 
lands of greater area than that proposed to be taken from Hyde Park.

In concluding their Report, the Commission observed that the facts set forth 
in the document, including the certainty that no other route hut one taking a portion 
of Hyde Park could be obtained unless at an enormous expense for the resumption 
of valuable city properties and the increased cost for severance and tlie disturbance 
of business, were strong features in favour of the St. James’-road scheme; and they 
explained that if this scheme should not be adopted, the only course then open wrould 
be to spend a large sum of money in improving the present terminal station at 
Redfern, which could never give satisfaction, as it would produce no return for tlie 
capital expended, involve a serious interference with the traffic, and the necessity 
for an extension of the railway into the city would still exist. The present terminus 
they found is dangerous, in consequence of the limited space available in which to 
work the trains and the congested nature of the traffic, the condition of affairs there 
being such that the travelling public are constantly exposed to the risk of injury 
or loss of life.

The Committee’s Ikquiuy.
2. In dealing with the reference by the Legislative Assembly to them of the 

proposed extension of the railway the Committee decided to adopt the evidence given 
before the Royal Commission, with the Appendices to that evidence, and to attach 
it to the record of the proceedings of the present inquiry, so that the twro might be read 

* together. Any further evidence that might be taken they desired should be only 
such as would make essential parts of the evidence given before the Royal Commission 
more complete, or such as opponents of the scheme entitled to be beard might wish 
to put forward ; and, in order that it should be known to all that the Committee

were
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were prepared to hear anyone who could submit for consideration a scheme preferable 
to that by which the railway would come through Hyde Park to St. James’-road, the 
unusual course was adopted of advertising the inquiry for much of the time it 
occupied. Ample opportunity was afforded for protest or suggestion. No person 
expressing-a wish to give evidence was refused a hearing; and in cases in which 
schemes were submitted in writing, without an expressed desire to appear before the 
Committee in support of them, the proposals received careful attention.

Some of the witnesses examined came forward to supplement the evidence 
given by them before the Royal Commission in favour of the schemes they advocated. 
His Worship the Mayor of Sydney attended to protest, on behalf of the City Council, 
against any portion of Hyde Park being taken for railway purposes; and the 
Secretary of the Great Synagogue, Elizabeth-street, laid before the Committee a 
statement from the Executive of the Synagogue as to the effect which, in their 
opinion, any extension ot the railway through Hyde Park would have upon the 
services in the buildinsj.

The Mayor of Ashfield gave evidence in support of the proposed scheme, and 
informed the Committee that he had been authorised by thirty-three Municipal 
Councils near Sydney to state their willingness to send representatives to give 
similar evidence if the Committee desired their attendance. These Councils strongly 
favoured the scheme, hut not wishing to overburden the inquiry had decided to 
refrain from sending representatives for examination unless invited to do so.

Eurther evidence was also taken with regard to the condition of Redfern 
Station and the delays to trains, and in relation to the details of the scheme referred 
to the Committee; and the Engineer-in-Chief for Railway Construction and an 
official land-valuer were examined hi respect to some of the schemes for bringing the 
railway into the city by routes which would not touch Hyde Park.

In several instances, it may be mentioned, witnesses who were examined 
showed themselves to he wholly unacquainted with some of the principal details of 
the St. James’-road scheme, and under a wrong impression regarding others.

Estimated Cost.

, 3- estimated total cost of the extension to St, James'-road is £650,000,
■which amount includes £100,000 for land resumption. This estimate is regarded 
by the Engineer-in-Chicf for Railway Construction as ample. Prom the evidence 
oi a witness ■who lias had many years’ experience in valuing property in Sydney, both 
in private business and as a consulting valuer for the Government, it will be seen 
that the actual sum required for land resumption may prove to be considerably less 
than £100,000. The details of the estimate, apart from the sum for land resump
tion, are as follow:—

__ Construction of Line.
Excavation—General ... ... ... ..’ ... _ £41500
Viaduct, piers of bridges and retaining-walls in brick ■with concrete

foundation and backing ... ... ... ... ... ... 130000
Steel superstructures and bridges ... ... ... 3t’(i00
fevering to Hyde Park between Liverpool and Park streets............ 1S.720
Alteration and renewal to surface of streets, wood-blocking, asphalt

ing, kerbing, &c.......................... '............ ''...........  20,380
Miscellaneous ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 000
Permanent-way ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 24^000
Signals and interlocking

. Terminal Station,
Main building ... ........................................................... 98,900
AVest wing to main building ... ... ... ... ... ... 20 200
East wing to main building ... ... ... ... ... ... 2^500
Roof over platforms ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
Piatforms............. A   7 ̂ qo
Miscellaneous offices > Previously under construction of line \ 6,000
Luggage-carriers ... J ( 6,500
Parcels office (previously under building') 
Electric lighting ... ... ... ...
Shelter-sheds and alterations at Redfern

284,200
15,500

4

121.600
67,000

25,800
11,400
4,500

20,000

Total £550.000
Railway
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Railway Commissioners’ Report.
4s. Tlie Railway Commissioners’ report upon the scheme is in most respects 

similar to that contained in the proceedings of tlie Royal Commission, but differs 
from that report in regard to the estimated total cost of construction and the 
estimated annual expenditure on interest and maintenance. The report before the 
Royal Commission related to the proposed extension to Park-street, and gave the 
estimated cost of construction as £600,000, and the estimated annual cost as £26,000. 
The further extension from Park-street to St. James’-road increases the cost of 
construction to £650,000, and the annual cost to £27,500. The traffic estimate 
remains as before—£33,365. The difference in the present scheme between the 
traffic estimate and the annual cost is £5,865. The estimated revenue, the Commis
sioners explain, is based upon the existing traffic carried to and from Redfern 
Station, but it is fully expected that the shortening of the time required for journeying 
to and from the suburbs, and the reduction in cost by avoiding the daily charges for 
cahs, trams, and omnibuses, will very soou lead to a great increase in the suburban 
traffic. This traffic, it is stated in evidence, has increased during the past year by 
fully 1,000,000 journeys travelled. Additional revenue is looked for also from 
increased rents for the refreshment-rooms.

. Description op the Route to St. James’-road.
5. The details of this scheme are identical with those put before the Royal 

Commission, hut a description of the route to St. James’-road in the present Report 
may he serviceable.

Six lines of railway—the two centre lines in the old portion of the Redfern 
station buildings, a line at No. 8 platform, and those at Nos. 3, 2, and 1—will be 
extended from the station over Devonshire-street, through a portion of one of the 
Devonshire-street cemeteries, towards the main building of the Benevolent Asylum, 
within 100 feet of which they will pass. The area of the cemetery proposed to be 
taken is 3 roods 10 perches, and that of the Benevolent Asylum grounds 2 roods M 
perches, a portion of one of the out-houses connected with the asylums being 
interfered with. Near the Benevolent Asylum the six lines, which occupy a space 
of 100 feet wide in crossing Devonshire-street, will converge, and from the Benevolent 
Asylum to near Park-street run parallel to each other. Prom the Benevolent 
Asylum the lines will be carried through the police grounds in connection with 
Carter’s Barracks, taking up an area of 1 acre 3 roods 1 perch, and interfering 
witli some of the police buildings to such an extent that the barracks will probably 
have to be removed. Belmore-road will be crossed upon a steel bridge with a head
way above the road of 15 ft. 6 in. minimum, and thence the lines will proceed across 
Belmore Park, and onwards, upon a viaduct with brick arches where streets are not 
intersected, and steel bridges where streets are intersected. The viaduct will end on. 
the northern side of Goulburn-street. Halfway between Goulburn and Liverpool 
streets the lines will enter a cutting, which will absorb Nitksdale-street, and, near 
the Unitarian Church, pass under Liverpool-street into the Park, through which, they 
will proceed towards St. James’-road in a cutting of an average depth of 27 feet. 
The levels of Liverpool-street 'will not be altered, as the street will be continued over 
the cutting upon a bridge. The running road through the Park will absorb a width 
of 85 feet, about half of the cutting being left open, but neatly railed with iron 
railings.

Land Resumptions.
6. The resumption of private property on the route commences after passing 

Elizabeth-street, at the north-eastern comer of Belmore Park; the freehold land 
taken up between Elizabeth-street and Liverpool-street being 2 acres 13 perches, 
and Nithsdale-street and some lanes 1 rood 39 perches. The estimated cost of the 
resumptions is £100,000, which, as previously stated, may prove greater than the 
amount actually required. .

The St. James’-road Station.
7. In connection with the new central station, which has been planned, it is 

stated, upon the very latest and best information, it should he clearly understood that 
the station platforms will be roofed in, and the remainder of the distance from the

platforms
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platforms to Park-street enclosed by a neat wall. These provisions of themselves will 
exclude the operation of the trains at the station from tlie observation and, to some 
extent, the hearing of persons outside; hut this exclusion from sight will be further 
assured by the circumstance that the portion of the Park occupied by the station 
will be excavated from Elizabeth-street to the central avenue of the Park to a depth 
varying from the surface level at Elizabeth-street to as much as 19 or 20 feet near 
the Park avenue. The Park land near St. James’-road rises considerably from 
Elizabeth-street, but the station on both its street frontages will have a surface 
approach. Then, as the station will be entered from under Park-street, and up to 
Park-street from Liverpool-street through a cutting, partly covered, the trains as 
they pass and repass will practically he concealed from view after entering the Park 
from Liverpool-street.

Approaches to Tin? Station.
8. The approaches to the station will he by way of St. James’-road, by King- 

street and Elizabeth-street, by Market-street (wMch can he widened by laking a 
portion of the land owned by the Government on the northern side) and Elizabeth- 
street (which will he widened 44 feet), and by Park-street. In addition to these, 
another approach can he provided by means of a new street across the land now 
occupied by the Public High School and owned by the Government. People 
arriving at the station by cab, to leave by train, will drive to the main entrance, 
Avhich will be in St. James’-road, under a covered way. Cabs awaiting the arrival 
of trains will he stationed in a cah-road entered from Park-street, and will leave by 
way of Elizabeth-street.

The idea is entertained by some persons that to make the approaches to the 
station sufficiently convenient King-street will have to he widened. But, it may 
he pointed out, King-street will he only one of a number of streets by which the 
station will he approached. Traffic necessarily takes a variety of routes; and from 
the east the station will he approached by way of St. James’-road, from the north 
by Macquarie-street, Elizabeth-street, or Castlercagh-street, and from the south by 
way of Castlereagh-street or Elizabeth-street.

Ample provision will therefore exist for satisfactorily dealing with the traffic 
wiierever in the vicinity of tlie station it may concentrate.

Points Calling por Notice.
9. Apart from a somewhat more detailed description than was contained in 

the evidence before the Loyal Commission of the route for the railway extension by 
the St. James’-road scheme, the extent to which Hyde Park will he affected, and the 
proposed arrangements with regard to the new terminal station, the principal points 
which call for notice in this Heport are :—

(i) The amount of traffic witli which the St. James’-road station will he capable 
of dealing;

(n) The methods winch may be adopted to meet traffic requirements of th 
future, and the facility with which extensions may be made from St. J ames’- 
road to the Circular Quay and to the eastern suburbs, and, if necessary, to 
North Sydney;

(in) The unsuitableness of the schemes advocated in place of that which will 
bring the railway through Hyde Park to St. James’-road; and

(iy) The objections raised to the St. James’-road scheme.

Traeeic Capacity oe St. James’-boaj) Station.

10. So complete in all respects for dealing with a large traffic will St. James’- 
road station be that it is confidently believed it will not only meet satisfactorily all 
ordinary daily requirements, but also be capable of dealing with the maximum 
amount of traffic the six lines of railway will be able to carry.

The
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The Committee are assured that it ■will be equal to four times the traffic now 
entering Redfern. It will be clear of surplus engines and carriages, spare rolling* 
stock finding accommodation at Redfern station or Eveleigh. This capacity for 
satisfactorily meeting the requirements of a largely-increased traffic proves that for 
many years to come the station will be sufficient for all purposes.

The late Chief Commissioner for Railways stated before the Royal Commission 
that the station would be sufficient for, at least, twenty years. This, however, is a 
very moderate estimate of its ability to cope with the increase which naturally will 
take place in our railway traffic as time goes on. The rate at which tlie passenger 
traffic has increased during the last few years would indicate that the station 
will meet all ordinary requirements for a much longer period. During the last nine 
years the increase has been about 50 per cent.; and, bearing in mind that the 
station will be capable of dealing with four times the present traffic, it would, 
even if the rate of increase should be greater than it has been—which is not 
unlikely—take forty years before the station will be taxed to its utmost capacity, 
and by that time population will have so increased in various localises around 
Sydney that other railway stations, in addition to the extensions which, sooner or 
later, will be made to tlie Circular Quay, the eastern suburbs, and North Shore, 
will probably have relieved, to a great exlent, the station at St. james’-road.

Expert evidence from those best competent to judge enables the Committee 
to state that the St. James’-road station will for all time accommodate the whole of 
the traffic which should require to be dealt with from tlie main city centre.

Methods or Meeting- I;utuse Traffic Requirements.

11. With regard to the extensions to the Circular Quay and the eastern 
suburbs, it was explained, in the course of the inquiry made by the Royal Commission, 
that these could be brought about by arranging the station foundations at St. James’- 
road so that two of the lines, or perhaps four if necessary, might be lowered and carried 
forward to the Quay, or round towards Woolloomooloo. Eurther investigation has 
shown that when it shall be found necessary to extend two of the lines in either of 
the directions mentioned, it can be done without any lowering whatever, the level of 
the rails being such that these extensions can readily be constructed.

Their exact routes have not been determined in detail, but may be stated 
approximately. To reach the Circular Quay, the railway-would be carried in tunnel 
under Maequarie-strcct and 1he western boundary of the Domain, to a surface 
station extending from a point, nearly opposite Bridge-street and to the north of 
the entrance to Government House, and having its centre a little 1o the north of 
Albert-street. The extension to the eastern suburbs could, without difficulty, he 
carried out by passing under King and Macquarie streets and the Outer Domain, 
to a point south of the Art Gallery, and thence by viaduct, tunnel, and surface line, 
to the different suburbs, eventually joining the existing railway system on the 
Illawarra line, in the neighbourhood of St. Peter’s,

An extension to North Sydney in connection with the St. James’-road scheme, 
could he made either by tunnel or bridge. A tunnel scheme would carry the 
railway under the harbour at Eort Macquarie, and, passing neaT Milson’s Point, 
bring it up again on the other side at the head of Lavender Bay, where it would 
join the existing North Sydney line.

Though these extensions involve considerable tunnelling, their mention must 
not be regarded as an approval of the tunnel system; they are merely an admission 
that undersrround construciion is inevitablv connected with railway extension 
in the directions indicated.

A railway across the harbour by bridge could branch from the St. James’- 
road railway at a point near Liverpool-street, and, proceeding along tlie western side 
of the city, pass by or through Wynyard-square to Dawes’ Point, the bridge being 
erected between Dawes’ Point and some high land on the other side near McMahon’s 
Point. On the North Sydney side of the harbour the railway would join tin; 
present line there opposite the bead of Berry’s Bay. This route is indicated on 
the map published with the Report of the Royal Commission,

Uxsuitajile
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Unsuitable Schemes.

12. A number of schemes were put before the Committee either in evidence 
or by letter, some not devoid of merit, hut, from one cause or another, open to 
objection, while others had little to recommend them.

The unsuitableness of most of the schemes which have been put forward as 
preferable to that which will bring the railway through Hyde Park to St. James’- 
road was explained by the Royal Commission, but as some of these have been 
pressed upon the attention of the Committee as worthy of adoption it is necessary 
that something further should be said about them.

One is a scheme in which it is proposed to retain Redfern station as a 
permanent, terminus, and to take four lines into the City, from Redfern, by a route 
west of George-street, through Wynyard-square, to the locality known as the 
Rocks, and thence, if required, onward to Hawes’ Point, and across by bridge to 
!North Sydney, and also round to the Circular Quay, and on to the eastern suburbs. 
The present station at Redfern would be enlarged by adding to the station-yard the 
land occupied by the cutting in which the branch line to Harling Harbour runs, and 
resuming sufficient property on the south and west of the tunnel, as far back as 
Eveleigh, to enable the present tunnel to be abolished, and the Darling Harbour 
branch to run from a point near Eveleigh in another tunnel, west of where the 
branch line is now, and thence to its destination. By this means there would be, 
it is contended, ample room for station purposes at Redfern, including sufficient space 
for twelve lines to run through from Eveleigh.

The extension into the City would branch off the present lines at the Redfern 
tunnel, following the direction of the new Darling Harbour line as far as George- 
street, and thence proceeding to a station at Hay-street, reaching Brickfield Hill at 
about Goodlet and Smith’s yard, where it would enter a tunnel and either pass 
under or close to George-street to the new Markets or to the hack of the Town Hall, 
in which latter case some portion of the tunnelling in the scheme would not he 
necessary, and thence on, still in tunnel, to Wynyard-square. At Wynyard-square 
the line would divide into three branches—one proceeding near Princes-street to 
connect with the North Sydney line; the central branch going down to 30 acres- 
proposed to he resumed on the Rocks; and the third branch passing round the 
Circular Quay on a viaduct to about the present site of the Water Police Court.

The first objection to this scheme is that it does not bring the whole of 
the passenger traffic into the city, the long-distance traffic coming no further 
than Redfern, and it is considered by the Railway Commissioners that long-distance 
passengers as well as those from the suburbs should be dealt with in any extension 
that may he carried out. In the opinion of the Commissioners it is very desirable that 
both these classes of traffic should be brought to a central station for the sake of 
economy of working, and also because there is a class of long-distance traffic which 
is of a suburban type and requires to be brought into town as much as the purely 
suburban traffic docs. A second objection to the scheme is its great cost. By 
taking the route of the railway through blocks of land obliquely the scheme makes 
it necessary to resume all the frontage of those blocks; and several large and 
imporlant places of business, two of the principal churches of the city, three other 
churches, and a similar number of Sabbath schools, together with other properties, 
are affected. The expenditure that would be entailed by improving the Redfern 
station in the manner the scheme proposes would probably not fall short of the 
estimated total cost of the extension which will bring the railway to St. James’-road. 
Por this expenditure there would absolutely be no return. But even if the proposed 
reconstniction of the Redfern station were not objectionable on the grounds of 
inadequacy and expense, it would be impossible to carry out the work without so 
inconveniencing the traffic that it would be far preferable to construct a new station 
somewhere else.

Another of the schemes put before the Committee, which calls for special 
mention, proposes that four lines of railway, for suburban passenger traffic, and 
goods traffic if desired, commencing at the northern end of the present terminus at 
Redfern, shall pass over Devonshire-street, and across the Benevolent Asylum grounds 

■ 196—c and
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and land occupied by traimvay-sheds, and thence, on a. viaduct, over. Garden-road 
Belmore Park, Ilaymarket, Belmore Markets, and Campbell-strect, into an open 
cutting, east ot the Natatorium, under Goulburn-street, passing west of the ISew 
Masonic Hall, under Liverpool-street, turning in a north-westerly direction under 
Pitt-street, Union-lane, and Wilmot-lane, and passing west of the Water and Sewerage 
Board offices : thence under the junction of Bathurst and George streets, passing in , 
front of the Town Hall, and, by a tunnel, from Lmil,t-street, under York-street, 
to ’Wynyard-square. Prom this'point the line would proceed in open cutting under 
Margaret street and lane, passing the Scots’ Church, under Jamieson-street and 
Church Hill, through the reserve there; then under Charlotte-place, skirting the 
east side* of Harrington-street, and curving under George-street at its intersection 
with Essex-street, round in a north-easterly direction under Pitt-street and Alfred- 
street, passing under the crown of the road in front of the Custom-house, and thence 
under Phillip'"-street, at its intersection with Albert-street, to the Circular Quay.

In connection with this extension it is proposed that theBedfern station shall 
be removed to the Benevolent Asylum grounds, where it would be terminal tor long
distance traffic and a through station for trains from the suburbs. Extensions to 
ISTorth Sydney and the eastern suburbs are also part of the scheme.

This scheme is open, to the same objections as are applicable to the other. 
It does not deal with long-distance passenger traffic ; it proposes to expend a large 
sum of money in removing the Redfern station to the Benevolent Asylum 
"rounds, for which expenditure there can he no return, and the extension into 
the city would he very costly, for it would affect important and valuable properties, 
including the Town Hall. Other objections to it also present themselves. Though 
the scheme is chieflv one of open cutting it may be regarded as a tunnel scheme, as 
for thirty chains of' the route the line would he underground, and tunnel schemes, 
at least as far as the main central station, should, if possible, be avoided. The 
Circular Quay-would practically he the terminus, and there tlie railway would 
he considerably below high water level, the roadway being excavated for this 
purpose from Pitt-street to the eastern side of the Quay. There, according to the 
scheme, on an area quite inadequate, it is proposed the shunting shall take place, an 
alternative to this being to continue the extension towards the eastern, subm os and 
find a waiting-place for the trains in that direction. The. difficulties that would he 
experienced in working the traffic would he very great, and, if goods traffic, as 
suggested hv the author of the scheme, were also carried on tlie extension, they 
would prove insurmountable. The scheme does not meet requirements, and did not 
commend itself to the Committee.

A third scheme is to construct a circular railway of two lines from Redfern 
around the city to deal with tlie whole of the passenger traffic, one of the hues 
bein" used by trains running round in one direction, and. the other by trains 
going in the direction opposite. By this proposal the Harling Harbour Branch 
Railway would he used as far as Macarthur-street, at which point the circular railway 
would commence. The route crosses Sussex-atreet and proceeds to Bathurst and pruitt 
streets ; thence under George, Pitt, and Castlereagh streets to the site occupied by 
the Public High School near King-street, and under Elizabeth-street, 1 hillip-street, 
Macquarie-street, and the Mint, into open cutting'at the rear of tlie District Court; 
from there it runs under the road leading to the Domain, and, by cutting and viaduct 
to Phillip and Cook Parks, which would be entered near the junction of St. Mary s- 
road with Woolloomooloo-street. Eroin Phillip and Cook Parks, a considerable 
portion of which would be taken for station, purposes, the route crosses Boomerang- 
street, goes under the junction of William and College streets, and takes a portion 
of the south-eastern section of Hyde Park, in open-top tunnel or cut-and-cover, to 
Liverpool-street, under which it passes, and then proceeds, by cutting and viaduct, 
to the north-east comer of Belmore Park, across the Park near its eastern side, 
and over Devonshire-street to the extreme east side of the Redfern station-yard. 
Provision is made for stations at Bathurst-stveet, on the High School site near 
King-street, and on Phillip Park, the principal one being the last. . . _

To tins proposal there are a number of objections which prove its unsuitable
ness. Using the Darling Harbour branch as part of the proposed circular line would 
mean working the traffic on an objectionable grade, and as this branch commences a
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rapid descent from Redfern yard at about half-way between the present platforms and 
the tunnel, the trains going to Redfern by way of the Darling Harbour branch would 
miss the present station—a difficulty which could not be met by stopping at any 
temporary station near George-street, as the grade would be too steep to permit of 
sucb a plan being adopted. It would also be undesirable for trains to start from or 
arrive at platforms on the extreme east side of the Redfern station, as to work 
passenger traffic there with any satisfaction it "would be necessary to remove the 
present arrangements for dealing with produce traffic, and that could only he done 
by taking it to Darling Harbour, which is said to be fully occupied now. On several 
parts of tlie route the levels present difficulties which) among other things, would 
bring about the diversion of Boomerang-street with the cable tramway and traffic at 
present running along it. Then any attempt to accommodate all the passenger 
traffic of the railways on two lines, the Committee are assured, would lead to serious 
difficulties. Even if the two lines were capable of carrying the whole of the traffic, 
the proposal to run the trains round the circle in opposite directions is, in the opinion 
of the Railway authorties, undesirable, for the reason that the trains do not arrive at 
and depart from Redfern station at intervals common to them all. The scheme, it 
is pointed out, might suit very well as a circular line around which all the trains are 
to run at a uniform rate of speed and with the same interval of time between them ; 
hut under conditions by which some trains pass certain stations without stopping 
while others are partly through trains or stop at all stations, it would be impossible 
to run them around a loop as proposed "without causing great confusion. Eurther 
difficulties would arise from the absence from the scheme of any stopping-plaee in. 
the circle whore trains could wait the necessary time before taking their departure— 
an arrangement indispensable in the working of the traffic on the New South Wales 
railways.

, With regard to these and other schemes submitted to the Committee, which 
entail the resumption of private property and a certain amount of tunnelling, it 
mustbe pointed out that, hi resuming a city property, tlie Government, though only 
requiring a portion, are compelled to take the whole, and that while they have the 
power to tunnel under private property, it is very doubtful whether they can do this 
without being compelled to resume the surface over and within a certain distance of 
the tunnel These obligations on the part of the Government, it will be seen, are 
likely to increase the total cost of any scheme for railway extension through 
the city by any route to tlie west of Hyde Park far beyond tbe estimates of its. 
author. *

Extensive tunnelling is also objectionable because of its unsuitableness in a 
climate like that of New South Wales, where steam is the motive power on the 
railuavs. With electricity, compressed air, or some other means of smokeless 
traction, such schemes might be favourably regarded ; hut the utility of these methods 
of working the heavy traffic which, enters Redfern has not yet been proved sufficiently 
to warrant their adoption here, and under present circumstances railway extension 
must be based upon steam as the motive power. Worked by steam, city railways 
in tunnel have not apparently proved satisfactory in England, and within tbe last 
eighteen months the London Metropolitan Railway Company, not satisfied with 
the tunnels in which their railway runs, have been endeavouring to have extra 
Teiitilatmg-sltafts erected. To effect this they have been trying to acquire more 
land; and at the instance of tlie London County Council a* Committee has been 
appointed by the President of tbe Board of Trade to “inquire into the existin0' 
system of ventilation of tunnels on tbe Metropolitan Railway, and to report whether
any, and.if so what, steps can be taken to add to its efficiency in the interests of the 
public.”
. connection with some of the schemes that have been proposed or suggested
it has been urged that a terminal station could he placed on one or other of the 
following sites :—

{a) The area occupied by Cook and Phillip .Parks and Boomerang-street.
(6) Tbe block of land now occupied by the Girls’ High School between King 

and Market streets.
(c) The Government land on the-western side of Circular Quav.

. ' (<*)
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{d) The block of land south of Hyde Park, bounded by Liverpool, Goulburn, 
and Macquarie streets.

(e) The land occupied by tbe District Court and the Mint.
(f) Port Macquarie and the grounds of Government House.

The unsuitableness of any one of these localities as a site for such a station as is 
required rvas ascertained by the Royal Commission, but tlie fact that they still have 

# advocates makes it necessary to explain here what the difficulties connected with 
them really are.

{a) Cook and Phillip Parks are divided by Boomerang-street, but if used for 
a site for a central railway station that street would he closed and the area then 
available would be 9 acres 2 roods 30 perches. In the opinion of the Lnginecr-in- 
Chief for Railway Construction, not only is the length insufficient for a central 
station with suitable approaches, platforms, and necessary buildings, but there is a 
very great difference of level between the College-street frontage and the c a stein 
side of the land, there being a fall from College-street of nearly 60 feet. 3 be site 
offered by these two parks is, therefore, deemed unsuitable; and its unevenness is 
such as to make it exceedingly difficult to construct a satis!actory railway station 
there.

(6) The idea of having a terminal station on the site occupied by tbe Girls’ 
High School is disposed of by making a comparison between tbe dimensions of the 
area available there and that required for the station. Tlie width of the land 
between Castlereagh and Elizabeth streets is nearly 150 feet, and that of the station 
proposed in Hyde Park 380 feet. The length of the land between the Mont de 
Pi6te Co.’s' premises and Market-street is 365 feet, and from King-street to Market- 
street—which comprises the whole block—515 feet, while that of the station in Hyde 
Park will he 3,100 feet.

(c) The Government land on the western side of the Circular Quay is about 
the required length, but altogether too narrow and too small in area. Prom the 
southern end of the Queen’s Wharf to the northern end of the offices occupied in 
the past by the A.TJ.S.N. Co. there is a length of 1,100 feet, but the width varies 
from 185 feet to 65 feet, and the total area is a little oyer 3 acres._ Described 
more in detail, the land suggested to be used in this locality for a railway station 
site commences at the Queen’s Wharf, at the south-western corner of the Circular 
Quay, and lies between George-street and the dray-road which borders the Quay, 
and, being necessary for the shipping trade at the wharfs, must be retained. It is 
intersected by Argyle-street and Beth el-street, which divide it into three small blocks 
of about equal length. The width of the land varies. At the Queen s Wharf it is 
185 feet, at Argvle-strcet 133 feet, at Bethel-street 92 feet, and at the northern 
end of the A.U.S.N. Co.’s offices 65 feet. By including the roadway leading 
to the Quay at this spot, and resuming some private land which extends thence to 
George-street Xorth, the width of 65 feet might be increased to 195 feet; but while 
tins could be done, the width at the southern end of these offices is only 100 feet. 
Additional land is available at Dawes’ Point, but a terminal station there, even if it 
were practicable, would be too far away from the city and inadequate. On a portion 
of the land which would be required for a station upon the western side of the 
Circular Quay, are the Mariners’ Church and tlie Sailors’ Home.

{d) The block to tlie south of Hyde Park, which some persons regard as suit
able for the purposes of a terminal station, has a mean length of 535 feet, and a mean 
width of 490 feet, with an area of 6 acres. These figures show that it is much too 
small, hut it is unsuitable also because of a great fall in the ground from Liverpool- 
street southwards, that street being 31-J feet higher than Goulburn-street on a section 
down the middle of Nithsdale-street. With a length of 1,100 feet the fall in the ground 
would he very much greater, for a station on this site would then extend to Belmore 
Park.

(e) A suggested District Court and Mint site in itself is also much too small, 
not having half the length required, and could only he used for a terminal station 
by encroaching considerably upon the Domain.
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(/) Government House grounds, or what is called the Inner Domain, together 
with the land available at Fort Macquarie, would provide an area sufficiently large 
for a terminal station, but if the station were constructed there it would not be in a 
central position, and it would mean the erection of a new Government House 
somewhere else—a work not immediately necessary, and the utilisation of an area 
equal in extent to, and of greater beauty than, the portion of Hyde Park referred 
to in the St. James’-road proposal, and likely in the future to be used for park 
purposes; and it w'ould necessitate an approach to the main central station by 
tunnel, -which is very undesirable. *

Objectioks bt the City Council and the Executive oe the Synagogue.

' 13. A majority of the members of the Municipal Council of Sydney protest
against any portion of Hyde Park being taken for railway purposes, on the ground that 
the Park has been dedicated for public recreation, and should not be used in any way 
in connection with railway extension. The Mayor appeared before the Committee 
on behalf of the Council, and admitted himself to be “ a most firm believer in a city 
railway," but did not, except in a very general way, suggest any scheme to take the place 
of that under the consideration of the Committee. The park lands wldch will be 
available for public recreation after the railway has been constructed are described iu 
the Deport of the Royal Commission, and the description need not be repeated here. 
It is important, however, in connection with the taking of part of Hyde Park, that it 
should be understood that while a little less than 13 acres wall be affected by the 
railway only 10 acres will be used by the railway exclusively. The portions of the 
Park that, as stated by the Engineer-in-Chief for Railway Construction, will be 
required arc as follows :—

Hyde Park (openings in south-west section) 
„ (station arrangements) ■ ...
„ (widening Elizabeth-street)
„ (widening of St. James’-road

1 0 20 
10 0 23 
1 0 23 
0 2 13

Total ......................... 12 3 39
Of this area only the 10a. Or. 23p. required for the station arrangements 

between St. James’-road and Park-street will be so occupied by the railway that it 
will be available only for railway purposes. The remaining 2a. 3r. 16p., though used 
in connection with the extension, will remain open space, and most of it accessible 
to the public. Only la. Or. 20p. will be used for the cutting through the south
western portion of Hyde Park, and parts of that cutting will be covered, the surface 
on the covered portions being restored to the condition it is in now. The remaining 
la. 2r. 36p. it is proposed to take for the purpose of widening a portion of Elizabeth- 
street and St. James’-road.

The Executive of the Synagogue in Elizabeth-street are apprehensive that, 
should the proposed extension of the railway to St. James’-road he carried out, the 
constant running of the trains and the noise attached thereto will so seriously 
interfere with the services held in the Synagogue as to render the building almost 
useless for the purpose for which it was erected. But until the secretary of the 
Synagogue was informed by the Committee of some of the details of the scheme he 
and the Executive were unaware of the facts that the nearest line of rails passing 
through the Park will be 175 feet from tbc building, that the trains will be bidden 
from sight in the cutting through which they will run slowly,and that their movements 
opposite the Synagogue will be concealed from view, and, to some extent, excluded 
from hearing, by the circumstance that the station will be roofed and covered in. 
Probably about 50 trains will pass and repass during the hours in wdiich the Syna
gogue is occupied on a Saturday, but the noise arising from this amount of train 
traffic is likely to be much less than that caused at the present time by the railway 
trams, JS of W’hich, out of a total of 252 trams, now pass and repass within 28 feet 
of the building during service-hours. The trains will, of course, displace the railway 
trams; so that the Synagogue will tie subjected to the subdued noise from 50 trains, 
the nearest of which will be 175 feet awray and concealed from view7, as compared 
with the disturbance from 48 trams within 28 feet of the building and on the open 
roadway.

Market
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Market Value oe Hyde Pakk Land. ,
14. Seeing that Hyde Park is Crown land, and taking a portion of it for a, 

railway is but transferring that portion from one public purpose to another, it is not 
necessary to give the park land taken a money value in order to increase by that 
amount the estimated cost of the railway; but if the block were subdivided so as to 
obtain from it the best return, its market value would not be more than £180,000.

The Government \ aluer and Mr. Surveyor Perdriau are of opinion that these 
methods of subdivision show the most advantageous treatment of the land from a 
commercial point of view, and that by the most judicious handling the block would 
not realise more than £200,000 in the present state of the property market. Prom 
this sum must be deducted the cost of forming the new streets and lane proposed 
in the subdivisions; and allowing for this the most that could be made out of the 
transaction would be £180,000.

Conclusion arrived at by the Committee.
15. It will be seen from what has been said that, while a number of schemes 

have been brought under notice, not one among them is such as, in the opinion of 
the Committee, could justifiably he recommended as preferable to that referred to

• them by the Legislative Assembly. Instead of showing that the St. .Tames’-road 
scheme should not be adopted, the evidence iu the inquiry, by failing to disclose any 
better method of extending the railway into the city, strengthens the recommendation 
of that scheme. With every desire to avoid interfering with Hyde Park, were it 
possible, the Committee must adhere to the conclusion arrived at by them at the close 
of their inquiry as a Itoyal Commission—that, if the railway be brought into the city, 
a portion of Hyde Park must he taken. Unless park land be taken the Government 
must pay lor the value of land resumed and the value of the buildings upon it, for 
the disruption of business, and for forced sale, and also pay the City Council such 
demands as may be reasonable for streets closed or to any extent interfered with. 
The Committee are further of opinion that no scheme will meet requirements that 
does not provide for dealing with the whole of the passenger traffic—long-distance 
as well as sub urban.

A Comparison or the Schemes.
16. A comparison of some of the features of the St. James’-road scheme

with those of other schemes 'which have been before the Committee may be stated 
as follows :— *

Other Schemes. ,
(1.) They are inadequate, as iu no instance does any one of them provide satis

factorily for bringing more than a portion of the traffic into the city.
(2.) In most oases they arc inconvenient, in consequence oi: an excessive amount 

of tunnelling, or of the station sites and shunting accommodation being 
too limited in area, or the stations being constructed much below the 
surface of the ground.

(3.) They are unduly expensive on account of the extensive resumptions of 
property that would be necessary, together with the payment of com
pensation for severance and disturbance of business, and the addition) of 
the usual percentage allowed by the Government to property-owners in 
matters of this kind. *

(4.) They would entail excessive expenditure on improving or reconstructing 
the present terminal station either at Hodfern or on the grounds of the 
Pencvolent Asylum, for which expenditure there could be no return to 
provide for the payment of interest.

(5.) In some instances the schemes are of such a character that they could not 
he seriously entertained. “

St. James’-road Scheme.
(1.) It provides ample facilities for bringing to the chief business centre of the- 

city four times the present passenger traffic.
(2-)
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(2.) At any time the scheme can without difficulty he made to fit in with an 
extension to the Circular Quay, the eastern suburbs, or North Shore, or 
with a circular railway round the city.

(3.) 'Ihe amount of property resumption necessary in connection with the 
scheme will he small. *

(4.) The scheme is the least expensive, and the route the most direct.
(5.) A- substantial return will be obtained from the expenditure.

Hi;solution passed by the Committee.

17. The resolution passed by the Committee is shown in the following extract 
from their Minutes of Proceedings of Wednesday, 25th instant:—

Mr. Lee moved—
‘ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is expedient the proposed extension of the railway 
system of the Colony from the present Terminus at Kedfern into the Citv, including the 
erection of a large central station in the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. 
James’-road, as referred to the Committee hy the Legislative Assembly, he carried out.’

"Mr. Ilumphery seconded the motion.
“ Mr. Black moved—

' That the motion he amended by the omission of all the words after the word ‘ expedient ’ 
with a view to the insertion of the following words :—

‘ ‘ (c) h or the safety of the public and railway officials, that the Bedfeni station should he 
altered by removing the railway workshops and carriage-sheds to some more con
venient. position, by a deviation of the Darling Harbour traffic, hy the resumption of 
land on the western side of the line between liedfeni and Eveleigh, or by such other 
means as may afterwards suggest themselves :

“ ‘ (b) Por the convenience of the public, an extension to the city should be made by means 
of viaduct and tunnels to some site which would permit, when necessary, of a con
nection with the Milson’s Point line, providing, in this way, an entrance to the city 
for the northern traffic and a loop line to Itedfern.’

“ Mr. O'Connor seconded the amendment.
“ The amendment was negatived on the following division upon the question, ‘That the woids 

proposed to be omitted stand part of the question ’:—
Ayes, 11. ISToes, 2.

Mr. Ewing, ] Mr. O’Connor,
Mr. Ilumphery, . , Mr. Black.
Mr. Hoskins,
Mr. Poberts, I
Mr. Triekett, l ■
Mr. Clarke, I
Mr. Lee, i
Mr. Began,

, Mr. Has sail, :
Mr. 'Wright,
Mr. Parnell. :

“ The motion was passed on the following division 
Ayes, 11.

Mr. Ewing,
Mr. Ilumphery, I
Mr. Hoskins, '
Mr. Poberts, 1
Mr. Triekett, >
Mr. Clarke, j
Mr. Lee,
Mr. Began. I
Mr. Hassall,
Mr. Wright, !
Mr. Parnell. i

Hoes, 2.
Mr. O’Connor, 
Mr. Black.”

THOS. EWING,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works.
Sydney, 25th August, 1897.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
WORKS.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

RAILWAY EXTRUSION FROM BEDFERN TO ST. JAMES’-ROAD.

TUBS BAT, IS JULY, 1897. 
JJrcsfttt:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Ciu-imrAa).
TLe Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphehi'. 
Tlie Hon. .Tames Hoskos.
The Hon. Charles James Hoiierts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. AYilliaji Joseimi Trickett.
The lion. Daa-jel O’Cokkoe.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Leo an, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Frank Faenell, Esq.

The Committee proceeded to consider tho expediency of extending the Fail way system of the Colony from 
the present terminus at Kedfern into tho City, including the erection of a large Central Station in the 
north-western division of the Park fronting St. James’-road.

Charles Lyne, Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, sworn, and examined:—
L What position do you hold ? I am Secretary to the Parliamentary Standing Committee C. Lvnc.
on I ublic Works, and I was secretary to the late Koyal Commission on City Kailway Extension. 
fy y°u produce a copy of the Keporfc of tlie Koyal Commission, together with the evidence and 13 July, 1897. 
the appendices to the evidence contained on pages 1 to 146 of the document ? I do. .

Kobert K, P, Hickson, Under Secretary’ for Public Works, sworn, and examined:—
3. Chairman.'] You are Under Secretary for Public Works and Commissioner for Beads ? Yes.
4. Ion desire to submit a statement? I desire to submit a statement introducing the scheme.
G. Ion have no desire to express an opinion as to the engineering aspects of the proposal, or as to the profits r No. i
Jj- Wl11 loave t,I0se questions to the engineering department and to the Kailway Commissioners ? Yes 
7. Will you proceed to read the official statement you desire to make ? It is as follows
As ting matter has heeti so recently gone into by n Royal Commission, composed of tho Members of the Parliamentary
hUindinK Committee on Public M orks, st is unnecessary to give a very elaborate description of the work,
the eity may l)oVof^interes,C^Sl “owover, ’n coi’nection with the early history of the proposal to extend tlie railway into

for extension into the city took place, apparently in 1S5G or 1837, when Mr. Whitton was 
appointed Lngmoer-in-Chief, There is a small plan, dated 1857, on which is a pencil sketch of a street crossing at Elizabeth
street and St James’ road'' ^ CItJ sh°'vlns in Pencil 11 sitc a proposed station in Hyde Park, between Park

A movement was made in 1S6I or 1802 for extension from Kedfern into the city. Plans and sections were then 
prepared for a lino to the Circular Quay, through Hyde Park.

R. R. P. 
Hickson.

)3JuiyTl897*

Later on n mvr__
Quay—then called Queen

oposal M as made and carried out of a horse tramway from Redfern, along Pitt-strcct, to the Circular
to be objectionable in a nlt^of wavs3 f°r ab°Ut f°ar ye:‘rSl Md taken ab°Ut 1S60’ as !t was fulI”d

^nCURji?i(|!irnd/1i78neVTal Dnf SUr,Vey W.0re mm1e' but definitc ac!'ioil woe brought about by the decision to 
fr^ niir Exhibition (Uie Garden Palace), when a tramway was kid down along the present route of the tramways, 
fro 11 Redfern as far as Hunter-street. This was worked by horses—until the steam-motors were provided—for the 
accommodation of visitors to the Exhibition. 1
vailwo Af)0!ltRSSiVS+tuP’OP°uai^fM:^lb,miUed t0 I’a'ffiiunent, supported by plans and estimates, of an extension of the 
lailuaj from Redfern through Hyde Park to a principal station between Park-street and St. Jumcs’-road ; thence a branch 
-LvmV-nS«,ne'1 al°fnS ^acqnane-street, m tunnel, nearly all the way to Fort Macquarie. Working plans for this scheme 
\ioio in process of preparation when a change of Ministry caused a postponement.
city RlSig “boiSf9 SeVCral SChCmES WOr* 0tlv0Cated> “Eluding more than one traversing the western side of the

i. r,„Publ,<: n11 ibf snbi°c*’ bowover. still continued ; and, in response to the pressure brought to bear on them,
the Government, in IfjflO, determined to refer tho whole question to a Royal Commission,

Ao definite action, however, was taken after the submission of the Commissioners1 report to Parliament thouch tho 
question has been brought before successive Governments since that time. xauiamenv, uiougn tno

In consequence ot a letter, dated 2Sth April, ]S9(i, from the Railway Commissioners to tho Minister for Railways 
again urging serious consideration to the subject, the Royal Commission already referred to was appointed ; and in Hie

sirs 5giSs.T^al^a*•^tu ^
shire swT"1 T8 to/lnf Pr"PU5a1'w1!'1ie.h i® now submitted, six lines of rails are extended from Redfern station over Devon-

Devonsh ire-street is cut down 9 feet; the altered street has a rising grade to 
G frCRt °f 1 11 2'i andr Gc<?t-Sc-aG-cct of 1 in CO. Through the Cemetery and Benevolent Asylum and nolico 

groun Is the hues me on bank and m cutting, and after this they are carried on a viaduct as far as Goulbuni-strcet P
' 1J°-A ‘ ' Belmore
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R. R. P. Belmore-road, and other roads and streets, including GoulLmm-strcet, are spanned by steel bridges, leaving a
Hickson, headway for the road underneath of 16 feet 6 inches. Halfway between Goulbum and Liverpool streets the linos run into 
^cutting and pass under Liverpool-slreet, where an overbridge of an average width of 78 feet and 131 feet long is provided.

13 July, 1807. ITie level of Liverpool-street remains unaltered. Prom Livcrpool-street to Park-street the lines are at an average depth of 
’ 27 feet below the surface, and it is proposed that on this section they shall be partly open to the air and partly

covered over in alternate lengths, about half of each. Park-street lias to lie raised about 3 feet 6 inches. Between 
Park-street and St, James’-road a width of ground is taken up for the terminus, extending from Elizabeth-street 
on one side to near the centre walk of Hyde Park on the other, the average depth of the excavation being 12 feet. 
The station building fronting St. James’-road is 380 feet wide x 60 feet deep, with basement, ground-floor, two upper 
storeys and attic, and central tower 200 feet high. The main portion of the building on the ground-floor contains a central 
hall, 65 x 36 feet; booking-hall, 96 feet x 55 feet; refreshment-room, 06 feet x 3S feet; general waiting and ladies’ waiting 
rooms, with lavatories, &c. On the upper floors are placed the offices of the Railway .Commissioners and staff, and 
various traffic offices. Three lifts arc provided. On tho St. Jamcs'-road front is a colonnade for foot passengers, and a 
covered way 25 feet wide for cabs, extending for the width of the building. There are four double platforms 30 feet wide, 
one single one 30 feet, and two single ones, 21 feet 9 inches wide each, and they are mostly 700 feet long, and are covered 
over with steel roof 363 feet wide, rising in the centre to a height of 75 feet above the platforms. On the Elizabeth-street 
frontage the buddings are two stories high, and extend for a length of 700 feet. The ground-floor on this frontage is 
divided np into cloak-room, offices for inspectors, porters, &c. ; and the upper floor is arranged as. offices for the traffic 
branch. A telegraph office and information bureau are provided on tlie platform at the end. Opposite Market-street and 
carried through the building over the platform are two steel foot-bridges, one 15 feet wide, to enable the general public to 
cross into the Park, the other 20 feet wide, with stairs for access to the various platforms. A parcels office, 210 feet x 40 
feet, is placed at the corner of Elizabeth and Park streets and possesses two floors, one on the street-level and the other on 
the level of tho platforms below, _ .

From this office Aspinall's patent overhead luggage carriers can be laid out so as to communicate with the various 
platforms. There is a cab road 25 feet wide through the building between tbc platforms, with an entrance at Park-street 
and exit in Elizabeth-street,

Horse and carriage docks, approached by a ramp 20 feet wide, are placed at the south-eastern corner.
The terminal station faces St. James’-road, and a clear width between kerbs of 60 feet is left opposite the end of the 

Registrar-General’s Office. That office, the Supreme Court, and St. James’ Church are left intact, and it is to be observed 
that, the end of the railway lieing shut off hy a massive building and the lines and platforms being roofed over, no fear 
of disturbing noises to interrupt the work of the courts or the services of the church need be anticipated,

Elizabeth-street is widened 30 feet from Park-street to St. James’-road.
The length of the railway is 1 mile 10 chains measured from front of building, St. James’-road, to front of existing 

main budding, Redfern. From the end of the rails in the new station to the end of the existing ones at Redfern is about 
1 mile 7 chains.

Tho Railway Commissioners’ Report on this sehemo is as follows:—
1 Proposed Extension of the Railway into the City, 1 mile 10 chains.

In accordance with the provisions of the “Public Works Act of 1888,” section 13, we beg to report as under

Cost of construction—
The Engineer-in-Chief for Construction estimates the cost of construction, inclusive of

land and compensation, at ............................................................... ................................ £650,000

Annual cost—
Capital expenditure, at 3 per cent......................................................................... £19,500
Estimated cost of maintaining permanent-way, and for traffic, locomotive,

and other expenses.................... t..................................................................... 8,000

£27,500

£32,000 
1,365

__ Total annual revenue ............................................................ £33,365
Tlie estimated revenue from the extension is based upon the existing traffic carried to and from Redfern station ; 

but we fully expect that the shortening of the time required for journeying to and from the suburbs, and the reduction in 
cost by avoiding the daily charges for cabs, trams, and omnibuses will very soon lead to a great increase in the suburban 
traffic. Increased rents would also be obtained for the refreshment-rooms.

E. M. G. EDDY,
Chief Commissioner.

CHARLES OLIVER,
Commissioner.

W. M. PEHON,
Commissioner.

Total annual cost .....................................................
Traffic estimate—

By adding Id. for each ordinary passenger journey, and Is. 6d. and Is. per 
mouth for first and second-class season ticket-holders, w ith a percentage 
reduction per month for tickets taken out for three, six, and twelve 
months ; and 3d. per week for workmen's tickets, a revenue ou existing
traffic would he realised of ............................................................................

Saving in rents for offices for the administrative staff .....................................

8, Mr, Hoskins.'] Is anything said about a tramway running in front of the station towards "W oolloomooloo ?
No; it is not intended to have one. If the station had been located at Park-street there was a tramway 
to he run in that street. I hand in a detail plan which Mr. Deane prepared showing the station arrange
ments. _ _
9. Mr. UumpJwrtj,\ Was the report of the Railway Commissioners which you read to the Committee made 
subsequent to the finding of tho Royal Commission on City Railway Extension ? Yes ; it was signed by 
Mr. Eddy a few days before his death. I believe it was one of the last official papers which he dealt with.

Henry Deane, Engineer-in Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, sworn,
and examined

H. Deane. 10. Okairmani] You are the Engineer-in-Chief for Railway Construction in the Department of Public 
Works? Yes.

13 July, 1897. Have you a statement to make to tho Committee? I have a statement, but I expect that it has 
been embodied in the Under Secretary’s statement,
12. Do you desire in any way to modify or refer to the evidence which you gave before the late Royal 
Commission? ] have an important piece of information to add to my evidence.

13.
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13. You do not desire to alter your evidence? I do not wish to alter my evidence, except to say that in tteanc. 
wording out tho estimate tho details will be slightly differently arranged, but tho total will reinam the
same, a few pounds more in one item, and a few pounds less in another. The total cost of the extension to ’ •
St. James’-road is £550,000.
14. Will yon state the cost of constructing the running-road and the buildings ? I will furnish the 
information in a day or two.
15. What is the information you desire to add to your evidence before the Koyal Commission ? I should 
like to add to my evidence the following: That if it is required at any time to extend two of the lines to 
Circular Quay or to the eastern suburbs, it can he done without any lowering whatever. The two lines on 
the eastern side of the station will just he brought together and carried through the end of the building.
The level of tho top of King-street would he sufficiently high to enable this to be done without interfering 
with the surface.
16. You regard that as very important—the ease with which the eastern suburbs and Circular Quay can 
he approached from the station without any alteration of the level of the station ? I think it is a very 
important point. I did not notice it before.
17. The amount of cover being sufficient from the natural surface of the ground ? Yes. X can explain 
the reason.
18. Your attitude is this: Although you were aware of it, the significance of the question has been brought 
more closely home to you lately—the ease with which it can he done ? Not exactly. I did not consider 
that point. When the Park-street station proposal was laid before the Committee I pointed out that by 
lowering two lines they could be carried either to Circular Quay or to the eastern suburbs, and when I 
recommended the extension to St. James’-road, I was asked hy the Commission whether it would be 
equally possible to carry these lines on, and I said it would. But, as a matter of fact, it is very much 
easier. I did not go into tho question at that time, but I noticed, after the Commission had finished 
thoir inquiry, that those lines could he carried through without lowering and without alteration of the road.
19. Are the Committee justified in believing that the proposed station at St. James’-road is in a 
particularly favourable position for an extension to the eastern suburbs and to Circular Quay ? Yes.
20. Mr. Triekett.] If you will refer to page 130 of the Koyal Commission’s report you will see that Mr.
Eddy gave the following evidence:— ’ "
2628. If yon have a surface station at St. James’-road for the long-distance trains, would it bo possible to extend the line 
northward ? The foundations could be so arranged for the station that two of the lines, or perhaps four if necessary, 
could be lowered, so as to go forward to the eastern suburbs or to tire Quay at any future time.
2629. Then the Hyde Park scheme, as far as St, James'-road, would admit of the extension of the lino northward, or to 
include the eastern suburbs ? That is so.
2630. Your opinion is that it should be so carried out ? Yes. Mr. Deane has promised to arrange the foundations so that
that could be done. .

Will you kindly say whether the present intention agrees with that, or in what way it differs ? I had already 
arranged, when it was proposed to have the terminal station facing Park-street, that fhe foundation should 
be arranged with an opening, so that in the event of two lines being lowered they could be lowered there 
without disturbing tbc building or the surface of the street; aud later on, I explained, I think, that the 
same thing could he done, or at least that the St. James’-tojuI extension would not make that any more 
difficult. I stale now, as a matter of fact, that it makes it very much easier—that there is no necessity to 
lower the line at all; and the reason of it is this: Park-street, with a terminal station facing it, is nearly 
on a level; the terminal station platform is as nearly as possible on a level with Park-street, and it 
would be impossible to get under Park-street without lowering some of the lines; but in the other case,
St. James’-road, instead of being a level road, has a very great drop. Erom the Queen's Statue down 
to Elixabeth-strect, where St. James’-road abuts, there is a difference of 19 feet. At the eastern end of 
the station, the ground on the road itself will be quite high enough to allow the linos to pass underneath.
The arrangement of the levels will be made so that the roadway in front of the station will he fairly level 
for the traffic; hut outside, of course, the slope of the street will have to be maintained. On the map here 
the Committee will see a double line, wThieh indicates a retaining wall. There is a little difference of 
level between the roadway in front of the station and tlie roadway at the upper end of St, James’-road.
21. Chairman^] Then an extension from the northern corner of tho Park site would be hy tunnel to 
Circular Quay? Yes, it could be carried anywhere from there along Macquarie-strcet, or diverged to the 
right if that he preferred.
22. And terminating somewhere to tho north of the Treasury ? Yes.
23. So that this extension to St. James’-road. is a great link in the connection of the railway system of 
the Colony with Circular Quay ? Yes.
24. Have you got the approximate cost of the extension to Circular Quay ? The amount is not worked 
out in detail, but it is about £94,000.
25. "Will yon describe bow your line branches away from the north-eastern corner of the station towards 
the eastern suburbs? The extension to the eastern suburbs would branch from the two lines I described 
after leaving the station, pass in tunnel under the Outer Domain and come out to the south of the Art Gallery.
26. You made such surveys as were necessary, and you found that to be a perfectly practicable approach 
to the eastern suburbs ? Yes.
27. Are the Committee justified in believing that this is the first link to connect the railway system of 
the Colony with the eastern suburbs ? Yes.
28. And if the people of the eastern suburbs desire to come into the city they must have the railway 
station in Hyde Park, or in some similar place adjacent to it? I think they must come that way. I do 
not see how else they could he provided for.
29. It has been suggested that the terminal station should be placed in Cook Park and Phillip Park, closing 
up Boomerang-road, and using that area as a railway station;—have you considered that question ? I have.
30. What is the length of the two parks along College-street ? Six hundred feet.
31. How long do you require a platform to be to give you ample room for such trains as will use a 
terminal station ? We propose to make the platforms 700 feet in each case.
32. Therefore, Cook Park and Phillip Park are 100 feet shorter than a platform ? Yes ; it is altogether 
inadequate.
33. To locate a railway station in these parks, one end would he under the Australian Museum and the
other under St. Mary’s Cathedral ? I suppose that is what it would amount to. 34.
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H, Deane. 

ISJulyT^T.
34. Cook Park and Phillip Park are 100 feet shorter than a platform that would stand in the station, and 
to talk of putting platforms, refreshment-rooms, ticket-hoses, and all the ordinary apparatus of the 
railway station in these parks is an absurdity ? Yes ; it is altogether out of the question^
35. IVhat height is College-street over (say) the eastern portion of Cook Park and Phillip Park? The
IgtcI of the intersection of College-street and Park-street is 7!) feet, and tho level of the intersection of 
William-street and Boomerang-street is 42 feet. r
36. Therefore, on the southern side of the two parks one side is 37 feet above the other? \cs.
37. On the northern side, what is the difference ? Ou the northern side the intersection of Boomerang- 
street and College-street is 83 feet, and the intersection at the lower end is 15 feet,
38. Therefore, not only is this site too small, but one side of it is 6S feet higher than the other ? Yes.
39. Prom an engineering standpoint, it does not recommend itself to you as a suitable site for a railway 
station ? Ho.
40. Because it is too small, and because it is on a slope ? Yes. _ .
41. Speaking as an engineer, without taking into consideration the suitability of the site for commercial
purposes, is the suggestion perfectly absurd ? Yes. I may state that the length is 800 feet between 
College-street and Biley-street. On the side facing William-street it is nearly 500 feet. _
42. There is not room enough in a northerly and southerly direction (which would bo the way the railways 
would require to approach it) for a platform ? Ho.
43. What .is the distance from St. James’-road to Park-street ? The length from the front of the 
colonnade in St. James’-road to Park-street is 1,150 feet,
44. Are Cook Park and Phillip Park as satisfactory a position from which to approach the eastern suburbs 
as the proposed Hyde Park site ? Por that purpose that site could he utilised as well as tho other, I 
think. The facility of getting away to the eastern suburbs would not he affected. _
45. Does it furnish as good an approach to Circular Quay from Cook Park and Phillip Park as the other 
does;—I presume you could not approach the Quay? Yes; you could tunnel there just as well, I 
expect. The great point is that it is perfectly impracticable to make a railway station there. If you 
approached under William-street,! think you would interfere seriously with the levels of that street. _
46. Mr. Humphery^] Will you explain how it will he necessary to approach the terminal station, assuming 
it to be placed at Cook Park and Phillip Park ? I do not know how you would arrange the approach. 
If the face of the station were against Woolloomooloo-street, you would have to approach it from the 
Australian Museum, or underneath it.
47. Chairman^] Do you say that it would bo an awkward place to approach ? Yes.
48. And that the whole scheme is impracticable ? Yes. It is the wrong shape altogether.
49. It has been suggested also that between Macquarie-street and Elizabeth-street on the east and west, 
and Q-oulburn-street and Liverpool-street on the south aud north, a railway station could be made just 
south of the Park;—does your contour map show you the level between Liverpool-street and G-oulburn- 
street? We have the levels of those streets on a section. I should like to point out hero that one object 
to bo gained with a terminal station is to bring it up as near as possible to the level of the street facing 
it, and therefore if it were brought up to the level of Liverpool-street you would get a very great drop 
from there southwards, but the distance between G-oulburn-street and Liverpool-street is not sufficient.
50. What is the difference in the height of the streets ? On the centre line of the railway at Liverpool- 
street the level is 85 feet, and Goulburn-stroet is about 55 feet.
51. What is the length between G-oulburn-street and Liverpool-street ? It is only about 500 feet.
52. Hot room there for a platform? Ho. _ <
53. Therefore, there is not length enough to put a platform in the blocks, and it has the serious objection 
of one end being 30 feet above the other ? Yes.
54. The thing is impracticable ? To get enough length you would have to go hack as far as Campbell-strcet,
55. What fall have you got to that street? You have there a difference of 48 feet.
56. One side of the station would either have to be cut down 4S feet, or the other be up in the air 48 feet— 
the thing is perfectly impracticable, is it not? It is impracticable. I looked into that matter some time 
ago at the request of the late Chief Commissioner, who was desirous of knowing how the levels would 
suit. I found that it was impracticable, and he quite agreed, of course, that it was,
57. Ho railway to be extended to Horth Shore could he of service, with regard to any traffic, passenger or 
otherwise, on the Sydney side ? Ho ; it would either be a long way above it or a long way below it.
58. A bridge must be about how high approximately ? 180 feet.
59. If the railway he going to the northern suburbs across the harbour it must he ISO feet above the 
foreshores approximately ? Hearly.
60. And if you should be going to Horth Shore hy tunnel it must be 60 feet under the foreshore? Yes.
61. And the tunnel would require to commence a considerable distance back from the foreshore? Yes.
62. Therefore, no railway to be extended to Horth Sydney could he part and parcel of any scheme to 
carry passengers or traffic between the foreshores of the harbour ? Ho.
63. I thing tho railway-station building you proposed was to costa large sum ;—how much was that sum ? 
£133,000.
64. Is that the cost of the building we see on the plan here ? Yes.
65. Jtfr. Zee.] That building was estimated to cost £200,000 ? By getting rid of the superfluous offices, 
it brought the cost down to £200,000, including the roof over the platforms.
66. Chairman.l Will that estimate of £133,000 enable tho Commissioners to have their offices at the rail
way station? Yes. The original proposal was to have three storeys and the roof; but the present 
proposal is to have two storeys above the ground-floor.
67. Does your present proposal give ample accommodation to the Bailway Commissioners ? It gives 
ample accommodation to the Bailway Commissioners, and to tho whole of their staff.
68. The design you show us gives all the accommodation that is required, and tho Bailway Commissioners 
will be able to save office rent by being located at that place ? Yes,
69. Mr. Clarke.'] Do you know the difference in cost between the old design and the present design ? 
Ho ; but I suppose to add another storey would make a difference of £20,000.
70. Chairman.] Did the taking out of a storey save £20,000? Yes.
71. "What are the Commissioners now paying for office rent ? On page 3 of the Eeport of the Boyal 
Commission, the Commissioners say that they would save rents to the extent of quite £1,500 a year.-

72.
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72. "Will the station be roofed in right to Park-street ? Wo ; only about 600 or 700 feet "back. Thereof, ■ H.-ttetene.
made of glass and iron, will extend nearly the length of the platforms. '
73. ’Will you explain the construction of the main roof? It is a segmental roof of iron and glass; 
supported by steel columns.
74. Jfr. Tnclcett^ What kind of appearance will the exterior roof present? A very nice appearance ; it
will bo in one arch. "

/0. Mr. Lee.l Like the roof of the Exhibition building in Prince Alfred Park ? Tes. It is all in one, so 
that you will be able to see from one end of the building to the other without interruption, except by 
standing trains. Anyone crossing on the footbridge in the middle over the platforms will have a very 
good view of the station. . I think it will have a very presentable appearance.
76. Mr.'Blade,~\ Do you intend to have an engine-shed in connection with this proposed station? No'; 
the engines will have to go np to Kedfern and Eveleigh.
77. Mr. MumpheTy.]' Have you amongst the designs the Elizaheth-street elevation ? It is shown best by 
the perspective drawing. The buddings in Elizabeth-street have only two storeys, and they run to about 
the end of the platforms, I have included the cost of that right to the end, although it is possible that a 
lew bays might be cut out,
78. Chairman.'] In your opinion, will the buildings be an ornament to the city ? They will.

W1SBNESBA T, 14 JULY, 1807. 
present: —

THOMAS THOMSON
Tho Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphrey. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Kobehts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon, Daniel O'Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq,

EWING, Esq. (Chairman).
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Erg an, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
Georoe Elack, Esq.
Erancis Augustus Wrioht, Esq. 
Prank Parnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the Hallway system of the Colony from 
the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

Henry Deane, Engiheer-in-Ckief, Kailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, sworn,
and further examined:—

79. Chairman.] Will you describe in detail how you propose to extend the railway system of the Colony H. Deane,
from Kedfern station to Hyde Park ? Six lines of railway, as shown on this plan, are extended over 
Devonshire-street. 14 July, 1897.
80. Mr. Lee.] Will you identify tho six lines ? The two centre lines in the old building, the line at No. 8 
platform, and the lines at platforms Nos. 3, 2, and 1.
81. il£r. Wright.] What length of Devonshire-street will you cover over with these six lines ? The most 
westerly lino will take about 18 feet, the central pair of lines will take about 28 feet, and the next three 
lines will take about 46 feet,
82. Not more than 100 feet of Devonshire-street will be covered ? That is the length approximately.
After crossing Devonshire-street the lines converge to a point along the boundary of the Benevolent 
Asylum grounds.
83. Chairman.] Will you state the area of land taken in the Cemetery and the Benevolent Asylum 
grounds ? The area of the Cemetery taken is 3 roods 10 perches, and the area of the Benevolent Asylum 
grounds taken is 2 roods 14 perches.
84. ^ With regard to tlie_ Benevolent Asylum, do you interfere with the buildings there? Not with the 
main buildings ; only with a portion of, one of the outhouses.
85. How far to the east do you pass from the main building of the Benevolent Asylum ? About 100 feet.
Irom that point to near Park-street the lines are approximately parallel to one another. The extension

Paaseapolice grounds, and the area taken up is 1 anre 3 roods 1 perch. Some of those buildings will be interfered with, ■ ’
80. Are the buildings of any importance ? I think the barracks will have to be moved.
87. Mr. LLumphf.ryJ] In what way do you pass over Belmore-road? With a steel bridge.

Mr. Lee,] Will it be necessary to lower Belmore-road? No; we do not interfere with any streets 
until we get to Park-street.
89. Mr. Wright.] Will you mention here the headway of the bridgo above the road ? There will be a
minimum of 15 feet 6 inches. ■
90. Chairman.]^ The viadu ct commences on the eastern side of Belmore-road ? It commences really on 
the southern side of Belmore-road, because the bridges over the roads form part of the viaduct. After 
leaving the police grounds, till it passes over Goulburn-street, the line is in viaduct with brick arches 
where streets are not intersected, and steel bridges where the streets are intersected.
91. The viaduct ceases at Goulburn-street ? It ceases just on the northern side of Goulburn-street.
92. After you pass Elizabeth-street, which bounds Belmore Park on the east, your land resumption com- 
monces ? Tes.
93. The resumption being necessary either with a viaduct or for a tunnel ? Tes.
94. In both instances you propose to resume land? Tes.

Tou describe the route from passing over Elizabeth-street at Belmore Park ? Elizabeth-street 
will be crossed by means of a steel bridge ; it will be on the skew.
96. Mr. Lee.] It appears to be a series of arches ? Ton are looking at the elevation facing the line, and 
you see the projection of the sides. The arches are designed to save brickwork.
97. The crossing ot Devonshire-street and Belmore-road will have one span, whereas tho crossinn- of 
Llizabeth-street will comprise a number of. openings ? Not necessarily. It is shown on the plan From 
one side to the other. Tbc reason why you see that work shaded dark is that in looking through the 
bridge, and it being on the skew, you see the face of the abutment. In order to save such a tremendous

lot
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. H. Deaiie. lot of brickwork that there otherwise would be, I have shown it broken through. That is how it is that 
\ these arches are shown on the plan. The other streets are for the most part practically square, with the 

, 14 July. 1807.excep^on; j think, of 'Weiford-street.
£18. It has two openings ? No; Wexford-street is intended to be exactly the same. _
99. Mr. Wright^ Are the brick piers arched themselres to save brickwork? Yes, whore possible. Ido 
not intend those to be the actually-adopted design. They are merely sketches to show what might be done.
100. Mr. Ho$kms.~\ You do not propose to take any portion of Eiizabeth'street after you have crossed
here ? No ; it will bo entirely bridged over. __
10L. And in regard to Nithsdale-street, what do yon propose to do ? We have to take Nithsdale-street. 
102. Chairman-.'] Will you now describe your land resumptions in full? The area of Belmore G-ardens, 

■which is taken up hy the piers, is 1 rood 18 perches ; the freehold land taken up between Elizabeth-street 
and Liverpool-street is 2 acres 13 perches; and Nithsdale-street and the lanes which are taken up make 
1 rood 39 perches.
108. Mr. Wright.] Can you tell us the number of buildings to be demolished between Elizabeth-street 
and Liverpool-street ? No.
104. Chairman.] The resumptions approximate to £100,000 ? Yes. The reference book will show the 
number of properties the railway would go through.
105. Mr. JSosJcins.] Do you come out near the Unitarian Chapel ? Yes; we have to absorb Nithsdale- 
street. Erom about halfway between Goulburn-street and Liverpool-street we enter into a cutting, and

. the lines pass under Liverpool-street. Liverpool-street will he covered over by a bridge, but the levels of
the street will be unaffected.
106. Mr. Bobcrts.] How far east of Elizabeth-street does the proposed line cross Goulburn-street? 
About 195 feet.
107. Would that he the corner of Nithsdale-street and Liverpool-street;—about what point would it 
enter Hyde Park? Nithsdale-street runs down about the centre of the location of the railway; the 
railway enters into a cutting about halfway along Nithsdale-street.
10y, Chairman.] Yon then pass into the Park under Liverpool-street, which remains unaltered, and you 
proceed through the Park parallel pretty well to Elizabeth-street at a depth of—how much approximately ? 
At an average depth of 27 feet.
109. How much is left open? About half ; and the area is 1 acre 20 perches. .
110. How wide is the space occupied by the running-road through the Park ? I think it is 85 feet,
111. What is the length of the opening you leave in the Park? The area of the openings is 1 acre 
20 perches, and the area closed is about the same. That is to say, 1 acre 20 perches will bo restored as 
surface of the Park, and 1 acre 20 perches will be left open.
112. Do you apprehend any difficulty in preserving the paths in the Park for pedestrian traffic as at 
present? No; I do not think there will be much difficulty.

-■ " 113. As an air-space, is this land taken from tho Park, or does it still remain as an air-space ? I do not
think I quite understand the term, because you would be able to see across the space if it is guarded with 

. iron railings. The store of atmosphere is there for the use of the public. We do not take it up.
114. Mr. Black.] You temper it with smoke ? I daresay.
115. Chairman^] What is the length of your first opening? 1 would rather not give these lengths, 
because they are subject to variation, I pointed that out to tho Commission. I do not wish it to he 
understood that these have been definitely fixed.
116. You desire to have an open area of 1 acre 20 perches to adjust it, so that you can do it with the 
least injury to the Park? Yes.
117. Will that area be increased ? I do not think so ; I do not see how it should.
118. There is no reason why it should be increased ? No.
119. Mr. Lce,b] Will these openings he placed in such a position as to interfere least with the traffic? I 
desire to leave the position open for that very purpose.
120. How will they he protected from the public ? I propose to close them round with iron railings.
This matter was disenssed before the Commission, and I gave evidence to show that they could be railed
round instead of walled round, as at first proposed, so that the view across the Park would not be 
interrupted.
121. Mr. Humpherg.] Does that mean that the total area to be taken for the use of the railway will be
1 acre 20perches, and the 10 acres for the terminal station? Yes ; that is in addition to the 10 acres for 
tho terminal station. -
122. Chairman.] Do you propose to make any alteration in the level of Park-street?, Yes; it will be 
necessary under this proposal to raise Park-street.
123. Will it materially interfere with the grade of the street? No.
124. How much will it interfere with the street ? About 3 feet 6 inches.
125. It will not be detrimental to the street? No; it will not hurt it.
126. Mr. Wright.] I suppose you will restore Park-street to its original level? I suppose that will be 
about it. I shall endeavour to make it as small as possible.
127. Chairman.] Immediately north from Park-street the lines begin to spread ? Yes,
12 S, Do you desire to add anything given to the description of the station as given hy the Under 
Secretary ? No.
129. It is explained in this statement that you propose to extend the width of Elizaheth-street ? Yes.
130. Mr. Hoskins.] Would it not he a good thing to explain how you propose to get at the central station 
hy approach roads ? Bt. James’-road will not be interfered with, Ido not interfere with any of the 
existing roads,
131. You propose to make an approach road through the school-ya'd ? Yes.
182. I think it would be a good thing to take in a house or two at the corner of Market and Elizabeth 
streets, and come round in a half-circle ;—your roads which skew round will cause a very considerable 
turn ? I do not think so.
133. Chairman.] Will you he good enough to explain your views on this poiot? The cab road shown on 
tlie plan will have its entrance in Park-street. The cabs will wait for the arrival of trains, and they 
will have to pass out into Elizabeth-street, which street is widened under this arrangement by 40 feet. 
As soon as the cabs get outside they can diverge along Elizabeth-street, south or north, or pass across the

tramway
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tramway into Market-street, or pass away along Gt. Janies’-road, or cross the tramway and go into the new H. Deane,
street I recommend opposite tho front of the building. ---- ----
134. The cabs to which you referred are only those cabs which deal with the long-dislunce traffic, and 14 July,1697. 
which aro the onlj ones likely to run between the long-distance platforms, and the main approach to the 
station wjII be at St. James -road ? It is only the cabs meeting tho arrival trains which have to be dealt 
with. People who are reaching the station hy cabs to leave by the trains will have to go up to the main 
entrance, and they will go under the covered way in front of tlie elation. They can approach from that 
direction, or they can get down St. James’-road, or come up across from Castlereagh-street, as I suggest, 
by means of this new street to be opened out across where the High School stands. I think it will be 
found that every facility is given to the traffic, ,
l3o. What is your view of that as a commercial transaction, the Government being the owners of the 
Jana between the Mont de Piete and Market-street ? If I were the owner of the land it is just the thing 
v i U iT ri’ ^ecauBe ^ would get more frontage, and would recoup myself by tho sale of the balance. I 

think the Government have a very good property there. If this station is made that land will become very 
valuable, and the proceeds of sale or lease of the new frontage as well as the old will be increased by the 
new street. It wrould more than recoup them for any expense they would be under in making the road* 1 
or building a new High Bchogl. ^ i ^ >
13G. In your opinion, would it.be a wise thing to widen Market-street between Castlereagb-street and 
Elizabeth-street r I do not think there is any necessity for it,
137. Mr. B.oskins.'] Do you cot think that you could make a better approach to the station than by that 
eharp turn through the school-ground ? No. I think the proposed road through the High School ground 
is the best, because you can drive direct on to the front of the station, which you want to get at. 
ion ri Do all the passengers enter from that front? All passengers arriving in cabs.
139. Including passengers going to catch mail-trains ? Those going by mail-trains will all goto the frontof the station. a ^ D
iy>. Chairman.'] Cabs to meet people arriving by long-distance trains will go up Market-street and along 
the cab-road, and, therefore, will not go to the front of the station ? No.
141. What is the width of the land between Castlereugh-streot and Elizabeth-street? It is nearlyloO feet. J
142, What is the width of your station, as designed in Hyde Park ? 380 feet.
143, That is two and a half times as wide as the distance between Castlereagh-street and Elizabeth- street ? Tes.
144. Therefore that width between Castlereagh-street and Elizabeth-street is one and a half times too 
narrow for the terminal station ? Tes.
i Sawou.^ require to be two and a half times as wide as it is to accommodate a terminal station ? Tes.
140. What is tlio length of the land from the Mont de Piete Company’s northern boundary to Market- 
street, being the land owned by the G-overnment ? Tlie length from the Mont de Piete boundary to 
Market-street is about 305 feet, and from King-street to Market-street 515 feet.

's ^ie lenSth I0111 station in Hyde Park, which we presume is a suitable length, including buildings and platforms ? About 1,150 feet.
^ has been suggested by some persons that the block of land bounded by Market, Castlereagh, King, 

and Elizabeth streets should bo utilised for a railway-station site. Is this your statement: That the width 
of the block is 153 feet, whereas you require a width of 380 feet; that the length of Government ground 
m the block is 365 feet ; that the total length from King-street to Market-street is 515 feet; that since 
a length of 1,150 feet is required, it is clear that it is only half as long as it ought to have been, and the 
width stated proves that it is one and a half times too narrow, and therefore that it is simply ridiculous to 
locate a station there? Tes.
14£h ,Will you explain how, with the additional importance of the eastern suburbs traffic and tho traffic 
to Circular Quay, you propose by these two lines—one to the eastern suburbs and one to Circular 
Quay to relieve Hyde Park station ;—you propose to take some of your suburban trains before very long 
down to Circular Quay? The lines are capable of extension to Circular Quay and to the eastern suburbs. 1
150. Mr. Black.] How will it relieve Hyde Park station? By doing the shunting at Circular Quay, and
in other ways. J
151. Mr. Lee.] Will an extension to the eastern suburbs or to Circular Quay necessitate taking any
further portion of the Park ? No. ° *

152. Mr. Wright] Will an extension to Circular Quay or to the eastern suburbs relieve the Hyde 
Park station r Tes ; an extension to Circular Quay would, because you could do some shunting down
153. Suppose the present traffic increased fourfold, would the proposed station at Hyde Park, with an 
extension to Circular Quay, be sufficient to cope with that traffic without taking any more land ? Is that 
not rather a traffic matter.
154. It strikes me that it is also an engineering matter ? This station is capable of accommodating a very 
large amount of traffic—very much larger than we have at present.
155. Tou would rather leave that matter to the Traffic Branch? I think it might be left to the future.
I think it has been stated before the Commission that this station would be good enough for the next twenty years. b
156. _ If the traffic should increase fourfold, do you think tlie proposed station would be largo enough ?
I think that four times the amount of traffic we have at present on the railways could be brought into this station at Hyde Park. D
157. Mr. Black.] Where arc yon going to find room for shunting at Circular Quav ? Not on Circular
Quay itself, but in Government House grounds. ^
1A8. Chairman] A little below the Treasury, where the row of fig-trees runs down towards the Tarpeiau 
Way?_ Tes; you will remember that I submitted a plan which I was asked to prepare, and tho Chief 
Commissioner for Kail ways quite agreed with tho feasibility of that scheme if it wore necessary to do it.
159. It has been suggested by some people that it might be possible to have tlie terminal station along
the western side of Sydney Cove, towards the A.U.S.N. Co.’s propertyhave you ever thought of that ? 1 es. °

160. Are you aware of any area of land which the Government own there ? Tes ; tbev have the Com
missariat Stores. " i.-i
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H. Deane. 161. -What area Lave they got? I have not the particulars here, hut I will get the information for the
—\ Committee if desired. . , , ,14 July, 1807.162. Have you considered at any time the possibility of putting the terminal station between Circular 

Quay and Dawes Point ? Not such a terminal station as is provided here. . ,
1G3. You do not know what area of ground the Government have gotcould it be done without expen
sive land resumptions ? It depends on what you want to do. You could not put a terminal station like 
this down there without expensive resumptions. , .
164. Why? The site would not be suitable. It would be too far down through the city.
165. And it must be approached hy tunnel ? No doubt it would.
166. Mr. Wright.] You could not put a, terminal station there without utilising a portion ot Georgc-
street? No; there would not be enough width. . . .
167. Chairman.] What is the width between the eastern side of Gcorge-street at the intersection ot 
Argyle-street and high-water marie in Sydney Cove ? By the scale it is 230 feet.
168. That embraces the approaches to the wharfs and the wharfs themselves ? Yes.
169. If you built a terminal station you would still want some way to approach the wharfs ? Yes. _

' 170. If you take off 50 feet, it gives you 180 feet between the eastern side of George-street, and a fair
. approach to tlie wharfs, and if you want 380 feet for a terminal station, and there is only a width of

180 feet in there, it is clear that it is not more than half as wide as it requires to he ? Ihe width, or the
block only scales 160 feet.
171. It is not much more than half the width yon require, and it would obstruct toe approach to the 
cove ? It is only about the same width as the land between Castlereagh-street and Elizaheth-street.
172. You regard it as impracticable to have a big station there ? It is quite impossible to have a general
terminal station there. . . ,
173. Do you regard it as an impracticable thing ? To have a terminal station there for general purposes, 
certainly. Some years ago it was proposed to bring a line round there, and to terminate there, but that 
scheme, which was marked L before the Commission, did not embrace bringing the whole ot the trallie into 
tlie city. It was made a good many years ago, and since then the traffic has largely increased.
174. Could the site you have been referring to recently bo approached otherwise than by tunnel. J> o; I
think a tunnel would form part of the approach. _
175. Unless you incurred a very large expenditure in laud resumptions ? Yes, in any ca®e- . .
176. Then the scheme itself would be costly, and as a terminal station it would be defective m tact,
impracticable? Yes. ... . . ,177. The size of the land renders it impracticable ? Yes; it is in the wrong place for a terminal station.
178. "What area of Government land is there along there ? I could not say at the present moment. _
179. What is the length of the A.U.SlN. Company’s land in a northerly and southerly direction ? It is
about 680 feet measured along George-street. ■
180. What is the fair width ? The average width would be about 320 feet. i i j ■
181. Even if you were prepared to discard cverytbiug else, aud you could get there, the area of land as 
not sufficient if you take the whole of the A.U.S.N. Company’s land ? No.
182. Have you considered Dawes Battery as a possible site for a terminal station ? I would not consider 
anv of those sites for a terminal station for the whole of the traffic, because it is too far through the city,
183. The adoption of any of those sites means either a tunnel or heavy land resumptions, and carries with 
it the subdivision of the traffic, the long-distance traffic still remaining outside the city at Kedfern . Yes.
184. Your objection to tho Government House site is that a railway station in that position means directly 
the erection of a new Government House, that it destroys a better park than Hyde Park, that the 
approach is by tunnel, and that it is not a central position for a railway station ? Those are objections
I have already given. .
185. It is suggested also that the station site should be located south from tbe Sydnev Hospital between
that building and the top of St. James’-road, that is occupying the Mint and the District Court; will
you give the length of that block ? Erom the front of the old Government Architect’s building to the 
"division of tbe Mint and the Sydney Hospital the distance is 420 feet.
ISO. To put a railway station in that position is ridiculous, the site not having half the length you want? 
Yes. If it were allowable to go anywhere near there, the only place which would he at all suitable would 
be the Domain grounds. _ , , . , ,
187. Is your view that it would be rather too close to tbe Hospital building, that it would mtertere with 
the Domain, which is almost as important as Hyde Park, and that you would locate your station out of 
the way rather than close to the traffic ? Yes, I have given evidence on this before the Koyal Commission.
188. Mr. Clarke^] As you intend to widen Elizabeth-street by 40 feet, is there any necessity to have a
road from Castlereagh-street to Elizabeth-street near the Mont de Pictd propertyI understood you 
to say there was no necessity to take any portion of that block for a road ? 1 think I have always
recommended that an approach should be made from Castlereagh-street. t -u n
189. I suppose for the purpose of accommodating the passenger traffic and cabs? Yes; then they
would be able to get access to the station without running alongside the train-line between King-street 
and St. James’-road. .
190. You think it would be absolutclv necessary to have that road made ? I should strongly recommend it.
191. Mr. Feqan.] You must ultimately require, as the traffic increases, all that space where the buildings
are erected on Government land between Elizabeth-street and Castlereagh-street ? I do not think it will 
be wanted for traffic purposes. I do not see why it should be wanted. _
192. As an open space for the convenience of the public ? 1 do not see that there is any necessity for
it. It would be too large a space to leave entirely open. If it were cleared, it would have to be partly 
enclosed and part left for roadways.
193. 1 suppose that space would "not be large enough for building the offices ? There would be no object
in doing that. It could be much better utilised in another way. _
194. Kotbing would be gained by building on that space ? Nothing whatever—in fact, it would be a loss,
because if you have the ground iu Hyde Park the most economical way to utilise it is to build the offices 
over the station and use the other ground for something else. _
195. Chairman.] You stated before the Koyal Commission that you believed it is desirable that the approach
to the main central station should be iu open air as far as possible, not in tunnel ? 1 did.
196. Do you desire to amend that statement in any way ? No. D!?*
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1!)7. Tou Btill maintain that position ? I still maintain that position, I am only sorry to have to recom- H. Deant. 
mend that any portion of the Park should be covered in. It would be very much better to leave it open * — 
as far as the railway traffic is concerned. 14 July, 1897.
198. Tou feel that you must keep it as intact as possible ? Tes.
199. Have you had an opportunity to see the estimate of the cost of resuming an approach from Hyde 
Park as far as Circular Quay through the city of Sydney ? Ho.
200. Have you not considered the cost of the land resumptions? Ho; I liave only heard what Mr.
Perdriau said. I have not had time to look into the matter.
201. I presume any extension which necessitated a resumption of property between Circular Quay and
Kedfern would be tolerably expensive? Tes, no doubt. '
202. Have you any reason to doubt Mr. Siever’s and Mr. Pcrdriau’s estimates? I have no reason to 
doubt their estimates. 1 have not looked into them.
203. .Mr, Roberts.~\ In the event of the railway being extended from St. James’-road, what route would 
you adopt for an extension to the eastern suburbs ? The map which is attached to the report of the Itoyal 
Commission was made at its request, in order to show what lines were possible. It is not to be understood 
that I recommend that all these lines shall be carried out; nor should I, if I had to consider any one 
particular line, necessarily follow tlie location of these lines put down thereto a few feet, or even to a chain 
or two. With regard to an extension to the eastern suburbs, the line which is shown there roughly 
indicates the way the extension would curve off to the right. It is very likely that it would be shortened, 
and might have a location further south; but there is no difficulty about getting awav under the District 
Court, or the Hospital, or the Houses of Parliament, or wherever we may like to go. Tou only have to 
continue the lines on the eastern side of the station without altering their levels, and you get under 
King aud Macquarie streets with plenty of depth.
201, Chairman?^ It will turn off a little to the north of the station in tunnel and pass over Woolloomooloo, 
and then how will it proceed? I think the dotted line on the map shows the line which was examined 
some years ago. It passes over Wooltoomooldo with a viaduct, then enters a tunnel, and goes under 
William-street, aud emerges somewhere near tbe Public School in Liverpool-street, then goes for some 
distance roughly parallel to Glenmore-road, then close to Hargrave-street, and under Edgeclift'e-road, and 
so on. '
205. Eventually it will join tho Illawarra line about St. Peters ? Tes.
206. Mr, Zee.] Is it intended to continue the tram-line along Devonshire-street, or will any alteration bo 
made ? I propose to keep the tramway along Devonshire-street. I have not provided for any diversion 
of the tramway in this scheme.
207. Will the scheme necessitate an alteration in the route of the tramway ? Ho ; the tramway will be 
lowered with the road.
208. It will still run down Devonshire-street ? Yes.
209. Is there to be a level entrance to the terminal station from St. James’-road and down Eli/.abeth- 
street? You will get in at the platform-level at St. James’-road and at the cab entrance or exit opposite 
Market-street. Otherwise the whole of the railway will bo below the surface of tlie ground. The platfonu- 
levcl approaches the level of the street at the corner of St. James’-road. Tho main building will be at 
the level of the street. The ground from the end of St. James’-road up to Park-street, rises 10 feot and 
the lines have a falling grade, so that there is an increasing divergence between the levels of the railway 
and tbe road and the railway and. Elizabeth-street. On the Park side of the line the ground is very much 
higher; it is, roughly, about 20 feet higher than Elizabeth-street is, opposite the end of St. James’-road, 
so that there the station will bo sunk below the surface of the ground about 20 feet.
210. Asa matter of fact, on the Park side, when you have excavated to the required depth, and your 
railway is on the boundary-line, the train-work will go on there and the public will not see it? Yes.
211. Practically, it will be out of sight ? The greater part of it will be enclosed hy the big roof. ■
212. And it will be out of sight? Beyond there, there will be a neat wall up as far as Park-street, which 
will shut in the rest of the station.
213. As far as the levels are concerned, the points of exit and entrance are on the platform-level ? Yes,
214. Mr, Roberls.'] Have you provided for a station between St. James’-road and Kedfern ? Ho, not in 
this arrangement.
215. Chairman.'] One could be arranged at Liverpool-street? It could easily be arranged if required.
210. Mr. Fegan.] That would involve additional cost ? Tes; but I do not think it would be very much.
217. Chairman.] It is only a passing station ? That is all.
218. Mr. Ilumphery.] Have you included in your estimate of cost the expense which will be involved in 
the alteration of Kedfern terminus so as to work in with your proposed extension ? Tes ; I have £20,000 
down for alterations at Kedfern and additional accommodation.
219. Do you regard the estimate you have given the Committee as ample to cover the whole cost of the 
terminal station, the extensiou from Kedfern, and compensation, together with tbe resumption of land ?
As regards the construction, I think the estimate is ample. As regards the resumption of land, I have 
really had very little to do with it. The land valuer furnished the estimate some time ago, since which 
the value of properties has fallen. Against that again, we are proposing to take a little more land, but I 
believe that that item in the estimate for land resumption is about sufficient.
220. Will there he any difficulty in providing a level station at or near Liverpool-street ? Ho ; it could 
ho arranged. Tou would only want platforms for two of the lines.
221. Can that provision be made without additional cost for resumption of land ? I think an extra width 
would be required if the station were placed between Goulburn-street and Liverpool-street. Tou would 
have to widen out, so as to permit of the platforms coming in.
222. What additional width of laud would be required ? I suppose you could arrange that by putting iu'
two 15-foot platforms, .
223. You would require a strip of laud from 30 to 35 feet wide between those two streets ? Tes ; but I 
think it is very possible that after all there would not be as much land as that to resume in addition, 
because, in taking the laud for the lines we have laid out, some additional amount would have to be 
purchased on account of tbe interference with property.
224. Are you prepared to say it is probable that the resumptions which will be necessary for the railway 
extension will provide you with sufficient space for a passenger station near Liverpool-street ? Yes ; X 

think it is probable, except at the frontage of Liverpool-street and Goulburn-street.
196—B 225.
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II. Deane. 225. You propose to raise Park-street about 3 feet;—what is the present gradient of the street, and what 
will be the gradient of the street when it has been raised as you propose ? I would rather give you these 

14 July, 1897. figures after careful consideration of the levels, but I think it will be roughly this: That, instead of having 
a grade, as we appear to have on taking the measurements in this map, of about 1 in 40, wc should have a 
grade of about 1 in 28. a j .226. That is for a short distance between Elizabeth-street and College-street? Yes. hor Sydney, at any
rate, it is a very easy grade. _ ,
227. Is that the only street which will he materially affected by the extension after passing Ee von shire-
street ? Yea ; the others are retained at their present levels. _ .
228. Mr. Lee^\ How do you think you would dispose of the spoil from the excavations in the tunnels ^ It
would have to be carted through the city. I have considered the matter of the spoil. It might be utilised 
in the case of any further reclamation, say round Glebe Island. Some might be used for filling iu the 
resumed area in Pyrmont Bay. If it came to the worst, aud there was no place to put it, it might beruu 
down and put into lighters, and taken outside the Heads, _
229. Would it all be carted away from the respective sites ? Yes. I would prefer to run it away by
rail, if I could get it away conveniently. _
230. I suppose a portion of tbe spoil might he taken away in that way if necessary ? It might be done 
at night by running it away on the,tramway, but it would have to be done after the trallie ceased.
231. Mr. Fegan.'] Ypu said you could not say approximately what the resumptions would cost? Tho 
amount in the estimate is £100,000, which I think is a fair one.
232. You allow £100,000 for resumption, and £550.000 for construction? Yes.
233. It would mean an extra amount of rolling-stock as well? I think so.
234. It is estimated to cost £650,000 apart from the proposal of the Commissioners to resume the Ceme
tery at a cost of £100,000, and to make a park there in exchange for a portion of Hyde Park ? kes.
235. So that the total cost is estimated at £750,000? Yes. _
236. Would the formation of the new street you recommend from Castlereagh-street to Elizaheth-street 
mean the destruction of the High School? Yes, The rest of the ground, which is not wanted for tho 
street, could be utilised for buildings. The land could be let or sold for building purposes. It would be
very valuable land. _ rf i. o i. i o v237. In that way the G-overnment would recoup themselves for the destruction of the High School r xes,
it would more than do that. _ . .
233. Have you altered the original plan of the central station which you exhibited before the Commission ? 
If yon are referring to the perspective sketch of the building, yes. I have cut out a storey. ^
239. And the difference in cost will be what? Tho difference is already provided for in the recommenda
tion of the Boyal Commission. The original idea of the building giving an extra storey would have made 
it about £25,000 more.
240, Tlie estimate of £650,000 does not cover that ? It does not cover the extra storey. It covers two 
storeys above the ground-floor and the roof.

THVRSDAY, 15 JULY, 1897.
Hrrsrni;—

THOMAS THOMSON
The Hon. Pjiejiertok Thomas! Humphery. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G-. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

EWING-, Esq. (Chairman).
Charles A lfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.

1 George Black, Esq.
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Prank Faenell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the Hallway system of the Colony from 
the present Terminus at Kedfern into the City, including tbe erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road,

John Parry, Outdoor Traffic Superintendent of Southern Lines, Department of Hallways, sworn, and
examined;—

J. Parry, 241. Chairman] What position do yon hold in the Hailway service ? I am Outdoor Traffic Superintendent 
of Southern lines. _

15 July, 1897. 242, The Eedfern station is under your control ? Acs.
243. Have you a statement which you desire to make ? I have prepared a short statement to emphasisq 
the evidence I gave before the Eoyal Commission on tho 23rd February last. In my evidence I. 
gave a very full description of Eedfern station. In order to emphasise the necessity for increased 
accommodation, I think I. could not do better than read afew extracts from a report I made to tbe Hallway 
Commissioners in connection with the holiday traffic on Eight-hour Day in 1896. The traffic on that 
day was particularly heavy. There were some delays to trains in the evening, and the Commissioners 
asked me to report as to the cause of the delays, and from that report I will now read some extracts :—

The whole of the trains in [mil out of Sydney worked well during the day until about 7'30 p.m., afterwhich time the 
return trains from the South Coast line suffered delays between Hurstville and Sydney, iu consequence of Sydney yard 
becoming congested through not being able to stow away empty trains, after being discharged, quickly enough : and due to 
marshalling of mail-trains and to the principal platforms being occupied by mail-trains, &c., loading up passengers for
departure, , •

The whole of the vehicles of the Northern, Southern, and Western mail-trains had been in use for excursion tralnc 
during the day, and these had to be reinarshalled after arrival in the evening into proper order to go out at night, two 
divisions of which had to be run for South, and one West, and a special South Coast at 7*30 p.m. ; a louvred van had to be 
shunted on to the Western mail, one louvred van and two horse-boxes on to the Southern mail, and these had to ha shunted 
from the horse-dock sidings, across the whole of the lines, to No. 5 platform. This slumling and marshalling appears 
simple in itself, but the work occupied the lines a considerable time, and caused delay to incoming trains.
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It id only possible to run trains into Nog. 1, 2, atid 3 platforms from tlie up slow line inside the yard, and as Nos. 1 J. Parry, 
and 3 are used for down Homcbush, Belmore, and IHawarra suburban trains, it will be readily seen that the accommodation 
for the large number of additional excursion trains is very limited. To cross the trains from the slow to the fast lines at 16 July, 1897, 
the tunnel and Illawari a Junction involves blocking hack trains on the np and down fast lines ; and after arriving in ' ■
Sydney the trains have to be shunted right across the whole of tho lines again to store the carnages either in Redfern 
carriage-sidings or goods-yard, or run to Kveleigh shunting-yard, for it must be rememliercd we have no extensive sidings 
ou the up side where trains cau he run into direct and stored on a busy day, such as this was.

The platform accommodation on tlie fast-line side of tbe station is also very limited. No. 5 platform was occupied 
by the Southern and Western mails to load up, and No. 6 with Parramatta trains arriving aud standing ready to depart 
again, for it must be understood that they cannot be shunted away and brought back again at such a busy time as this 
was. Nos. 8 and II were used for trains arriving from the fast line ; hut having to shunt the empty carriages across the 
whole of the yard to the carriage-sidings, or to go to Eveleigh, involved delays to other trains ; but Nos. 4, 7, 9, and 10 
platforms are useless for trains to arrive at, they being too abort.

Eleven up Bosch] 11 trains were run into the goods-yard to the temporary platform to discharge passengers.
At the goods-yard loading-stage these trains had to he diverted on to the goods line at lllaw'arra Junction ; and to 

pass through the goods-yard sidings, and over points which are not provided with signalling or interlocking appliances to 
ensure safe working, and this is very undesirable, but which was absolutely unavoidable under the present conditions.

I have prepared a statement showing late arrivals into Sydney between 7 p.m. and 9’30 p.m. of trains from the 
Illawarra line.

I am quite satisfied that the staff did their best to get through the exceptionally heavy traffic witli the least possible 
delay, and in my opinion did very good work with the facilities available : but the platform accommodation at Redfern is 
totally inadequate for dealing with tho ordinary daily business, and it is therefore a matter of surprise to find the largely- 
increased number of trains above any previous day on record having worked so smoothly aa they did. I would, however, 
respectfully urge that tho question of largely-increased accommodation he taken seriously into consideration, for, under 
existing circumstances, the shunting and directing staff' are under the greatest tension in dealing with the trains ; in fact, I 
am strongly convinced that the factor of safe working is largely exceeded, and unless relief is afforded, I am unable to see 
how the growing business can he satisfactorily dealt with. I recognise the largely-incieased facilities which have been 
given by the Commissioners since 18SS, and their readiness to suggest and provide additional relief, but tlie requirements 
cannot bo met by altering and adding to the existing station and I feel it my duty to report in no uncertain language 
what I strongly feel in regard to the risk to safe working we are incurring by continuing in the present contracted space.

In this report i have not dealt with the inconvenience to the general travelling public through want of accommo
dation, as that was fully reported on by me on the 27th April last, but simply in reference to the difficulty of dealing with 
trains ami the safe working of same.
I attached to my report a statement showing the delays which had been occasioned to the Illawarra trains.
.For the information of the Committee, I will state a few of the delays. The trains kept fairly good 
time until the whole of the people began to return from excursion places into Sydney after G’Bo p.m.
The report shows that tho Illawarra trains were greatly delayed, and, in analysing the delays, it was found 
that they were directly traceable to the impossibility of dealing with a number of trains, as they arrived 
in Sydney yard, and Iw the shunting which is going on, and not having sufficient platform accommodation 
to receive them, they had simply to stand out. A train at Itedfern tunnel would, of course, block 
another train at Eveleigh ; the train at Eveleigh would block a train at the Illawarra Junction : the train 
at the Illawarra Junction would block a train at the preceding station, and so on right through up to 
Hurstville. I have here a list of the trains which were delayed. Tbe time for each train to run from 
Hurstville to Sydney should not have exceeded thirty-two or thirty-three minutes—and sometimes less— 
but it actually took for the journey from Hurstville to Sydney as follows :—58 minutes, 73 minutes, 60 
minutes, 01 minutes, 53 minutes, 55 minutes, 59 minutes, 55 minutes, 04 minutes, 70 minutes, and 80 
minutes. Or, to put it a little more concisely, the time taken in excess of the time allowed by tlie 
time-table, was as follows :—27 minutes, 17 minutes, t82 minutes, 29 minutes, 20 minutes, 23 minutes, 21 
minutes, 24 minutes, 27 minutes, 23 minutes, 31 minutes, 55 minutes, and 48 minutes.
244. Mr. Wright.'] Can you give the average delay ? The delays would average, roughly, about twenty- 
five minutes. I was in the yard myself the whole of tho evening, and, therefore, I am quite satisfied 
that the staff in the yard could not have worked harder, or dealt with tbe traffic with greater energy or 
discretion than they did. We had the Southern, "Western, and Illawarra down through trains—which had to 
stand at the platforms to load up with passengers, parcels, and luggage—occupying the principal plat
forms for a certain time, and we had not sufficient platform room to receive the large excursionist traffic 
coming in. The Commissioners authorised the construction of another platform, which has been completed, 
and that lias assisted very much, but still it is only a very small matter compared to what is required to 
provide for the safe working of the traffic. '
215. Mr. Zee.] Are you aware of the details of the proposal to bring the railway system to St. Jarnes'- 
road ? 1. have seen here the plans of the proposed terminus at Park-street.
240, Tou know how it is proposed to work the traffic from that central station? Yes.
247. Are you prepared to tell the Committee that if the railway system is extended to St. James’-road in 
the manner proposed, there will be no possibility of blocks occurring similar to wdiat occur at Eedfern 
station ? Tf a central station bad been provided according to the plans I saw before tho Eoyal Com
mission, these delays would not have occurred, because the platform accommodation would have been such 
as to have enabled them to deal with the trains as they came in, and to despatch them away quickly.
248. Do you believe that the extension of tho line in the manner proposed will be the means of preventing 
these blocks from occurring in the future ? Yes. I do not say that on a very busy day, such as that was, 
no blocks would occur, because other factors may come in. But I do say that the delays as shown on this 
return—I might say almost the whole of them—would have been avoided.
249. But you havo shown a most serious difficulty In the working of the railways that necessitated tho 
blocking of your trains as far back as possibly Newtown on the one side, and Hurstville on the other ? Yes.
250. In other words, trains were stuck up at other stations because the incoming trains could not be 
dealt with sufficiently expeditiously at Eedfern yard ? Exactly,
251. If we grant an extension of the system to Sydney, will we overcome that difficulty? Yes ; because 
you will provide at the new central station such platform accommodation as will allow the through trains 
to he standing at their platforms loading np passengers—and they have to stand there from fifteen to 
twenty minutes at least—while, at the same time, you will have ample accommodation to receive your 
excursion traffic.
252. Will you also ho in a position on crowded days like Eight-hour Day to marshall your trains for 
suburban traffic, and to get in and out of the station without creating a block ? Yes,
253. Where would you marshal your trains ? Chiefly at Eedfern station. The present station at Eed- 
fern has, of course, to bo then given up to the storage of trains, carriages, and in these sidings the 
marshalling of trains would he effected.

254.
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25i. In oilier words, the passage of the trains from Eedfern yard to another destination would enable 
you to make such arrangements at Itedfern yard as would put your carriages in the position of being 
placed in the central station without difficulty ? Tes.
255. That is what you anticipate will occur ? Tes. _
250. Mr. j£oshins!\ The less liability of accidents in the new station at St. .Tames’-road would arise from 
tho platforms being much longer than the platforms at Eedfern station ? To a great extent. Tlie 
platforms iu tho new station would be of sufficient length to accommodate the longest trains without 
fouling the other roads to other platforms.
257. And the spare carriages not in use would be kept up at Eedfern station? Tes. _
258. The spare carriages required to form trains being kept at Kedfern station would be brought iu on 
arrival lines at the new station, and consequently there would be no crossing of lines as there is at Eed
fern station in the forming of trains? "Not in the marshalling of trains. I would like it to be understood 
by the Committee that it will not dispense with the whole of the crossing, if you wish to attach a carriage; 
but the great proportion of the marshalling will, of course, be avoided at that station.
250. Some of. the departing trains from Kedfern station have to take a very serpentine course to get on 
to the main line ? Tes.
2G0. Is there not some danger in that process, seeing that suburban trains have to come on those lines 
into the station, and the engine-driver of an outgoing train having to take a serpentine course may not 
see an incoming train, and an accident may thus occur ? That risk exists now at Kedfern. At Kedfern you 
have no refuge-sidings in which to store away your surplus engines, and, therefore, to get your engines to 
some road which will clear the incoming passenger trains, you have to shunt from road to road, frequently 
twice, and sometimes three or more times. The shunting of these engines from road to road, of course, 
necessitates what we call hand-signalling; you cannot provide a fixed signal for each operation, and there
fore it has to he done under the direction of the shunter, and with, of course, a risk of the shunting 
engine, perhaps, being taken into a road through which another passenger train may be passing.
201. And the risk of danger has increased a good deal of late years through your increasing tbe number 
of your platforms out towards the Institute, so that trains leaving the outside platforms have greater 
difficulty in getting round on to the main line ? Tes. _
262. That risk keeps increasing by your increasing the number of platforms in a circumscribed space ? 
Tes ; without proper facilities for dealing with the engines being provided between the main lines.
268. In the proposed new station at St, James’-road the platforms will he 700 feet long, and tbe trains 
will have a straight run in and out;—the trains will not require to take such a serpentine course as they 
have to do at Redfern station ? That is so.
26-1. Mr. £i°e.] In the new station the engine which brings in a suburban train can be shunted by means 
of a central line to the front of that train aud take it out again ? Tes ; you will not need another engine 
to pull it out; if a suburban train is not going out at once, it is a great waste to keep an engine locked 
in at the platform by the train. In the new station you can liberate that engine, and employ it in some 
other way. If a train is iimed to depart within five minutes of its arrival, it may pay to keep another 
engine on the station to pick up that train and take it away. At Kedfern yard we havo no place to put 
the engines. They have to be shunted about from one place to another on the main Tunning lines.
265. Mr. Hoskins.'] If the railway system is extended to St. James’s-road, and Kedfern station becomes 
only a wayside station, and a depot for empty carriages, and so forth, I suppose, in the interest of good 
management, it will be necessary almost to remodel the roads in that yard ? It would, because you would 
have a great surplus of points and crossings, facing points, and of interlocking gear, which would bo 
taken out. Tou would save a very large number of points and crossings, which would not then he required.
266. And you can have better and more readily accessible sidings for shunting carriages on to without at
the same time having so many points and crossings as you have now ? Tes. _
267. Mr. Ilumphery.] Are you prepared to say that by the proposed extension, and with the terminal 
arrangements at St. James'-road, as shown on the plan, all the complications at present existing in the 
working of the traffic would be removed ? Tes, if tho arrangement of road is similar to the Park-street plan.
268. TVill there bo ample provision for a great increase in the traffic ? Tes.
260. Approximately, what increase could be provided for? I estimate that the accommodation proposed 
at that station would enable us to deal with the maximum traffic which we could bring in on those lines. 
Our ordinary traffic could be dealt with easily fourfold. Of course, on a day such as Record Reign Day or 
Eight-hour Day, we could have facilities at the present Kedfern station. The present platforms, which 
would not be utilised for other purposes could be used on such a day as Eight-hour Day or for Rosehill 
or particular excursion trains,
270. Mr. Hoskins.] Erom your evidence I gather that it is your opinion that if tho terminal station is 
constructed as shown on the plan, and the roads of access are similar, a largely increased traffic could be 
successfully dealt with ? Tes.
271. Does not that necessarily presuppose that all spare carriages and horse-boxes are all taken into 
Kedfern yard and kept there ? Tes, except a few for strengthening trains.
272. You would keep no dead stock at St. James’-road station? No. At the present time we have not 
sufficient siding accommodation to receive our existing rolling-stock at Kedfern, and therefore the space 
we have at Redfern station will, as the traffic increases, be absolutely required, not for station accommo
dation, but for the storage of rolling-stock.
273. Mr. Ilumphery.] With any alterations that would be possible at Kedfern could you provide suffi
cient accommodation to cope with the increased traffic that could be provided for by the terminal 
arrangements and extension to St. James’-road? Not on the present site.
274. Chairman!] In your evidence before the Royal Commission you said that tbe Redfern yard was 
altogether unsuitable, because of the shortness of the platforms, the shortness in the approach, the want 
of a third line between the running-roads into the platforms, the want of shunting appliances, and tho 
necessity to shunt your trains right across the various approaches ? Yes.
275. Tou informed tho Commission that Eedfern station was very inconvenient to the travelling public,
because of the inferior platform accommodation ; that it was almost impossible to avoid accident; that with 
trains entering Redfern at any place, the passengers in them were continually menaced with danger ;— 
do you still maintain that position—that Eedfern is not only inconvenient, but is dangerous ? Tes, A 
railway officer never likes to talk about absolute danger. While we run great risk, wc always like 
to .avoid using the word “danger.” 276.
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270. Eedfern station, is undesirable in that it is inconvenient and there is a very considerable risk? Yes. d. Parry. 
What I desire to point out is that the shunting staff are working under such extreme tension during tho _ 
busy hours of the morning aud evening that, supposing any accident did occur, it would be very difficult 11 
indeed to blame the mau who made the mistake.
277. Tbc station is so situated, or so circumstanced at present, that it is a little too much to expect of any 
staff of men, however competent they may be, to avoid accidents sometimes ? Tes. The risk is in the 
enormous amount of shunting of engines from road to road after they have brought in their trains and have 
been placing them on other trains within fixed signals, and for which hand-signalling has to be resorted to.
278. Mr, Hoskins^] And of necessity they have to cross other roads that trains are coming in on ? Yes, 
in shunting.
279. Chairman."] You think that the new station at St. .Tamcs’-road will be capable of doing fourfold the 
traffic which is now done at Eedfern station ? Yes, of the ordinary business.
280. The eastern roads can be extended to Circular Quay, where there may be a platform and shunting
appliances provided ? Yes. ■ “
281. This platform at Circular Quay and the shunting appliances provided there will relieve the Hyde 
Park station, in that it would enable shunting operations to be carried on at Circular Quay which other
wise would be carried on at Hyde Park—in other words, by the extension ot the line from the 
central station to Circular Quay, a certain proportion of your trains will simply pass through the central 
station as a wayside station and go down to Circular Quay, and there he marshalled and pass awray on the 
opposite journey through the central station as a by-station P Yes.
282. If there is an extension round to the eastern suburbs Hyde Park will be a passing station for them?
I feel that 1 am now asked to speak theoretically. 1 have no plan of the proposal before me, and there
fore I am not prepared to offer any opinion to the Committee.
283. "Will you give the Committee your views with regard to a possible extension of the Hyde Park
railway-station grounds, having in view the portion of the city it is likely to serve, and what, from your 
experience of tbe railway systems of the world, you think is likely to be done when Sydney grows so 
much in population as to render necessary an extension of these yards if all traffic for the metropolitan 
area were done from that centre ? I think, as far as can be foreseen at the present time of the extension 
of Sydney, that the new station will accommodate all the business which will require to he brought 
to it. If, in tbe course of twenty or thirty years, Sydney has expanded to very much larger proportions 
than, perhaps, anyone could foresee, then I say the whole’of tho people would not require to go into this 
particular spot, because the city itself would have expanded, and it would he necessary to have new 
centres from which the traffic for certain portions would require to start. Take your provincial towns at 
Home—take Liverpool, Glasgow, and the other stations which the late Chief Commissioner mentioned in 
his evidence. You would not think of centralising the whole of the traffic of these various Hues into one 
big station, because they serve different districts. While it may he possible to bring in au enormous 
increase of population, at tbe same time the chances are that the traffic will develop in certain directions, 
which you could hardly foresee at the present time, and necessitate a different sort of station altogether 
being provided. Suppose, for instance, Horth Shore develops to an enormous extent. The bulk of the 
passengers coming from Horth Shore will be suburban passengers. They will require to come into tbe 
city in the morning to do their business, aud to go out again at night. The through traffic, compared to 
the suburban traffic, will be infinitesimal even then. Therefore, you might well have a separate terminal 
station for your traffic coming from Horth Shore ; in all probability it would accommodate people better ‘ 
on the western side of the city. ’
284. The same thing might apply to Balmain ? Yes.
28o. The same thing might apply to the other side of Woolloomooloo? Yes. If Sydney is going to 
increase to such an enormous extent certainly the people will not be able to get down about King-street.
Tho business will be distributed in a larger area. What is convenient to-day maynot be convenient at all 
at that time.
28(5. Then you regard this station at Hyde Bark as the terminus for tbe railways of the Colony for the 
present? Yes.
287. You regard the area taken as ample to do all the trade which legitimately should ho done from that 
centre ? Yes, if it is to bo the same as the station I saw before tbc Koyal Commission.
288. And the commercial development would not be an expansion of that station, the absorption of more 
of the Bark, but the choosing of now centres from which to deal with populous areas? Yes.
289. Is it your opinion that no more of Hyde Bark will over be required to be taken ? It is. Six lines of 
rails will, of course, accommodate a very large traffic, provided you have a suitable terminal to receive your 
trains from those lines.
290. Which this is ? Yes.
291. Mr. Hoskins.'] Brovided that you keep your empty carriages ami engines away from the station ?
Yes. These six lines would be ample for the maximum traffic which can he brought in on those lines to 
the station. The question of remodelling Redfern station disposes of itself in this way : That you will 
require absolutely tho room which you liave there for the storage of your rolling-stock—for storage pur
poses only. Therefore, to attempt to extend the existing station, and take up more of the room from that 
accommodation, you would simply be spending money and talcing up room which is required for other 
purposes.
292. Chairman,] It is suggested that a portion of Briuce Alfred Bark could be taken for tbc extension of 
the railway platforms in that direction;—is it practicable in your opinion? In my opinion it is out of 
consideration.
293. It is not worth considering? Ho, ■
294. You believe no practical man would suggest it ? I would not suggest it.
295. Mr. Lee.]' Is it not a fact that not only on record days, hut in tho busy part of every day, in conse
quence of the limited accommodation at Eedfern station, the short narrow platforms, and only one means 
of approaching the platforms, the passengers incoming and outgoing are always meeting, with the result 
that at times it is almost impossible to catch your train if you are in a great hurry ? That is so,
29C. Take the case of a busy mau, with limited time at his disposal;—if he wanted to catch his suburban 
train hy a minute or two, on a busy occasion ho would have to take the previous tram ? That is very 
pronounced. In fact, I frequently have had to miss my train through not being able to get through the 
crowd. Of course, it was in busy times. 297.
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297. In addition to the great difficulties of dealing with the trains and engines, when you get those trains
to the platforms great difficulty occurs in handling the passengers on the end platform 7 \ es.
298. And at times is it not almost impossible to get through the crowd either going to or coming from 
the platform ? It is.
299. On the days preceding great holidays—say, at Easter-time and Christmas-time—when the luggage- 
rooms, remote from some of the long-distance trains, are so largely availed of, is it not a fact that 
passengers frequently have to wait from tweuty to twenty-five minutes to get their luggage before they 
can go to catch their trains ? lam afraid that last year that wTas felt to a very serious extent, and on 
one or two occasions the passengers missed their trains. A gentleman who was going to the Mountains—
I think to Leura—in consequence of not being able to get through tho crowd to get his luggage out of 
the cloak-room, missed his train, and to prevent him from being so seriously incouvenienccd we arranged 
to stop the mail-train afterwards to set him down.
800. Mr. JSIack.] "Would that not happen under any circumstances if there was a great deal of traffic at 
any station, unless a luggage-room was provided for each platform ? Take tho new station here. You 
■would have such facilities that you would be able to get your luggage overhead. It would be brought 
into one largo receiving-depot, and from that cloak-room it is arranged to be lifted up overhead, so that it 
goes free from the passengers. It does not mix with the passengers. It is sent to tho train direct.
301. Does not delay occur through a man who has a ticket for his luggage not being able to get a place 
at the counter, or to communicate with the man in charge of the room ? Nothing to the extent of the 
disability we sutler under at Itedfern, where you have people waiting six deep.
302. They cannot get to the counter ? We have neither sufficient room to store the luggage nor counter- ■ 
space to accommodate the people to receive their luggage.
303. Could it not be enlarged ? Since Easter it lias been enlarged to its full extent, but it is not anything 
like sufficient to cope with such traffic as we have.
304. Is there anything to prevent further enlargement in the cloak-room ? There is no space, as you will 
observe from this plan, to enlarge the cloak-room.
305. '.Mr, Zee.] The difficulty which has been mentioned by Mr. Black could be overcome if sufficient 
accommodation were provided for the luggage, and for access to it hy the people ? Yes.
306. But it is impossible for you, under existing circumstances, to give that accommodation at Redfern 
station? Yes. The main entrance to this cloak-room is from No. 6 platform, which is only about 17feet 
wide. The whole of tho crowd requiring to go to the cloak-room for their luggage have to pass in on to 
this narrow platform, and the whole of the people, after getting their luggage, have to pass through tho 
incoming people in order to get out again. In going out and coming in they meet each other with this 
large amount of luggage. I think I informed the Koyal Commission that at Easter-time I myself had to 
go aud suspend all operations in regard to collecting excess luggage, or even labelling it, because the 
traffic was becoming so congested that tho people themselves could not get through it.
307. Mr. JPegan.] 1 had to wait there for twenty-five minutes? I think I saw you there that night.
308. Mr. Black.] If the entrance were made from the end of the building facing Devonshire-street, would
not that do away with some of the difficulty ? That portion is already used for an imiuiry office, and for 
lost property. ,
309. The inquiry office could be dispensed with ? It is the most important office we have.
310. Could you not find a place for it at the end of No. 1 and No. 2 platforms, which is about the quietest 
part of the station ? It is not only an inquiry office, but also tbe lost property office. The man who is 
in charge of the inquiry office also deals with lost property, and there would not he room at the other end 
for the lost property,
311. It seems to me that there is a good deal of vacant space at the far end of tho platform where the 
train runs out to the National Park? It may appear so to you, unless you see it in a great crush, and 
then you will find that that end of the platform becomes simply black with people.
312. Mr. ice,] The fact remains that all the outgoing passenger traffic and the incoming passenger
traffic have to be marshalled on that space between tbe front of the station and the kerb, no matter 
whether it comes hy tram, by ’bus, or afoot ? Yes ; and the whole of the parcels from the parcels office, 
tons of butter, tons of meat, and tons of all sorts of produce have to be wheeled in barrows round that 
narrow end to get to any platform to reach the mail-trains, and this has to be dealt with at the very time 
when tho great crowd of passengers are coming to take their trains. '
313. The accommodation at the station is altogether insufiicient to properly deal with the present traffic ? ■ 
Yes.
314. If that is the position of affairs now, and it is reasonable to suppose that the traffic will increase by 
at least 50 per cent, within the next fifteen years, do you see any possibility of dealing with that traffic at 
that station ? No, not satisfactorily.
315. Something very much more extensive than the present accommodation will have to be given ? Yes.
316. That is a necessity against which no argument can be used? Yes.
317. Mr; Trickett.] Do you remember being examined on 23rd, 24th, and 25th February last before tho 
Koyal Commission on City Railway Extension ? Yes.
318. With tho exception that the proposed extension of tho railway system is to St. James’-road instead 
of, as then proposed, to Park-street, do you wish to alter tho evidence you gave on those occasions ? No ; 
I understand that the station which I saw then on the plan here is simply moved along from Park-street 
to St. James'-road.
819. Therefore, your evidence applies with that one alteration ? Yes; it does not affect my evidence if 
tbe station which I described to the Royal Commission is placed at St. James’-road,
320. Chairman.] Do you desire to add anything at all to your evidence ? I think not.
321. Mr. Fegan.] How many accidents have you had at Redfern station this year? We had one rather 
serious accident in February.
322. A large number of your own men havo been knocked down there very often ? I do not think so.
323. Is it not a fact that a large number of accidents take place in Redfern yard through tlie traffic being 
so congested there? No; in Redfern yard, due, I am bound to say, to the carefulness of tbe men, 
accidents are very rare.
324. Can you furnish the Committee with a return showing fhe number of accidents which liave been 
caused there during the past twelve months ? Yes.

325.
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^25. Cltairmait.'] That is. nccidents to individuals, not accidents to trains ? Tes. J do not believe there is J-Tarry, 
a, ])a,ssenger shunting-yard anywhere where tho men undergo such risks as they do in Itedlem yard. It 
sgeaks volumes for the carefulness of the men that they do not get hurt, because they are simply standing ^ 11 y* ' ^
iu amongst the lines, dodging one train coming in and moving out of the way as it goes out—even the men 
directing the traffic.

S. E. 
Perdriau.

Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, sworn, and examined :—
320. Chairman.'] You are a surveyor in connection with the Department of Lands ? Tes.

■^ve J011 prepared a statement as to the removal of the remains from the Cemetery on the site on 
wdnch the down Hall was built, and as to one or two other matters which were brought under your notice ’ 'hy the Secretary ? Tes. j
328. "Will you read the statement ? It is as follows :—
Recital of the circumstances and proceedings in connection with the closing of the old Burial-ground or Cathedral Close,

City of Sydney, and appropriation for municipal purposes of the site whereon the Town Hall is Iniilt.
The site of the Sydney Town Hall area, 2 acres :10 perches, was the old burial-ground or Cathedral Close.
J he burial-ground appears to have been unenclosed in 1802. About the year 1S04 it appears to have been enclosed 

with a lence, because the “ pigs rooted up tho graves.” Afterwards it was surrounded by a brick wall
In the year 1819 the cemetery ^vas cloacrl, imcl the Devonahirc-street Cemetery opened*
ihe latest date which appeared on any tombstone in tho “old cemetery” is said to have been 1S18.
1 ersoiifi of all creeds and conditions lay in the old cemetery, and no person nor church appears to have had any 

pouet to exercise ^authority, consequently the place became dilapidated and tho tombstones disappeared; the place liecame 
a resort lor undesirable people and a public nuisance.

In 1806 the land was proclaimed a recreation reserve, and trustees appointed, but, as no funds were provided, the 
trustees were unable to eficct the necessary improvements, and it was not used for that purpose.

liy an Act of Parliament, dated 1SC9, tlie old buml-jop-ouiid was resumed j and a portion thereof, comprising 2 acres 
- P^’Chea, was authorised to be appropriated for municipal and other purposes, and the following conditions were imposed 

ujkmi the Municipal Council of Sydney, vie. or
A sum of £23,000 to be expended in building on the land a Town Hull, to be completed and fit for use on or before 

the 1st- day ot January, 1872. Half an acre to bo set apart for the erection of tbe Town Hall, and the residue as a place 
ol recreation, Lo be enclosed with a dwarf wall and iron palisading, gates and entrances, and shall, ou or before the 1st day 
ti^'1 ' * f ®1n the portion not set apart for a Town Hall with such walks, ornamental trees, and shrubberies ns
the Director ot the Botanic Gardens for the time being shall recommend. The Act states the penally recoverable if the 
abovementioned conditions are not carried out.
, (.A rertw/i'm <»Py of clause No. 8 of the said Act is as follows “ The Municipal Council shall, within three months
aucr the passing ot this Act, cause the remains of all persons buried in the ground herein authorised to be granted (so far 
as they can by reasonable search be discovered}, together with all slabs or tombstones in relation thereto having any 
legible inscription thereon, to be collected with due care and removed to the Necropolis, and shall there cause such remains 
to be reverently interred m such a manner as the Minister for Lands shall direct. Amt if the same lie not done within the 
time limited as aforesaid, the said municipality shall be liable to a penalty of £200 monthly until such be done and anv 
colonist may through any competent Court sue for and shall be entitled to the said pcnalty'or penalties."

On the 30th Apia] 1869, the Under Secretary for Lands informed the Town Clerk that the Secretary to tho 
.Necropolis, Kook wood, had been instructed to set apart the land required for the purpose. This was accordingly done bv 
providing an area 36 feet x Hi feet in the Cburch of England portion, and the records show tiiat twenty-two interments 
v ere made therein of bodies which were removed from the old cemetery.

A” cffort ’lvaa lnatl° '*7 tho Secretary to tlie Necropolis to obtain the usual charge for interments, but without 
S1K5C BSS,

A handsome stone monument is erected over the remains. It is 8 feet square ot the base, and about 15 feet in
ireight,^ surmounted by an uni. A marble panel on the die beare the following inscription :_

Erected by the Municipal Council of the City of Sydney over the remains removed from Rt, Andrew’s Cathedral 
Elosc, (jeorge and Hruitt streets, Sydnej', used as a cemetery prior to the year 1822,

The monument is kept in repair by the City Council, and has recently been renovated and painted. 
Prom wliat I could learn at the Town Hall, no complaints were made about the ‘ ' ‘

authorities removed the human i

WALTER RENNY, Mayor.”
'' ' lied,

manner in which the municipal

32!). There seems to have been no difficulty in carrying out this operation ? Ho.
330. The Municipal Council of Sydney desiring the site for the purpose of erecting a Town Hall, obtained 
power to remove the bodies, and those persons who were interested in the remains in tho cemetery were 
apparently satisfied ? As far as I can find out they were. The Assistant Town Clerk told me that he 
was not aware of any complaint which had ever been made.
331. That confirms the opinion you expressed before the Loyal Commission, namely, that the same opera
tion could he earned out at the Devonshire-street Cemetery were it necessary to convert that Cemetery 
into a park ? xos \ but it would be a very much larger operation there.
332. Have you any idea of the cost of removing the remains ? Ho ; this would be no indication, because 
Tioir V’Te on y t'venty-two 111 Heorge-street, there will be some hundreds in Devonshire-street
333. Mr. Zee.] When was Devonshire-street Cemetery closed ? I understand that it was closed about
fen years ago, but there have since been one or two interments in the Cemetery in vaults. Dor instance 
tlie widow of Dr. Lang was buried there. ’
334. I presume the respective denominational portions of the Cemetery have been dedicated and vested 
in trustees ? Grants have been made to some of them,
335. The issue of a grant is the conveyance of a freehold ? Tes, hut in this case it would be for the 
specific purpose of a cemetery, and for no other.
336. In that ca^e, even if the remains were removed, some compensation would have to he mven to the
trustees. Ho doubt they would expect some compensation. I do not know that they would^ask for the actual value of tlie land. -
337 Ho other compensation beyond tbe land, I presume? I do not think so. I think all the relatives 
ooq v* sa,t, ed lt< tilC bodies of their friends were carefully removed and re-buried reverently elsewhere 
338. You understand that a denomination wdiich may have received a grant for its portion looks upon it as a church asset ? Yes. 1

330. And conscijuently, if it were taken away, it would require compensation? Tes, but in this case it 
would be tor the specific purpose of a cemetery, and no other.
:ir°fi )V.Imt1(l0Uiiie do7,oli comide1, necessary to be taken to enable the Government to obtain possession 
ot this land f it would depend upon whether a grant has been issued. Iu my evidence before tho Koyal 
Lommissiou, I mentioned some of the denominations which got grants. I do not think there would’be

anything
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S. E. anything further required than a careful removal of the remains from the Cemetery. No doubt the 
rerdriau. trustees will make a claim for compensation if you deprive them of the freehold of tho land.
77 ,'uq- Mr. Hoskins.] Not if they were given freehold land where the remains arc interred? I do not

B 11 *' think the right to inter a body in a cemetery carries with it the freehold of the land. They do not get a
deed for the land.
342. Can you furnish any information as to the probable cost of removing the tablets and monuments?
No. i consulted the Chief Surveyor as to tlie removal of the remains. I think ho had some evperienco 
of the kind before, and he said that all that need be done would bo for tho G-overnment to carefully 
remove the remains. -
343. Will you ask the Chief Surveyor to look into tbe matter? I will make further inquiry.
344. Mr. Lee.~\ Do you remember the old Cathedral Close in George-street? No.
345. You know the present sitc of the Town Hall ? Yes. _ _
340. Do you think it is any offence to tlie public that the Town Hall is erected on the site of the old 
cemetery ?. No; I think it is a thing of beauty and a joy for ever while it lasts.
347. If it were possible in the heart of the city to convert a cemetery into such a valuable site, and there

-to erect a valuable building as a town hall for the City of Sydney, is it not equally possible to convert the
Devonshire-street Cemetery into a beautiful park for the recreation of the people? Certainly.
348. Without having any features objectionable to the people? Certainly. The records show that the 
area fronting the Town Hall wras set apart for recreation purposes in those days.
340. Are you of opinion that if one of the old burial-grounds was good enough to erect a Town Hall upon 
for the City of Sydney, tho Devonshire-street Cemetery is a good enough site to be converted into a recreation 
ground for the people ? It is a very suitable place for a recreation ground. It is very suitable land.
350. Chairman.'] Will you state the widtli between the western side of Sydney Cove and George-street? 
It will be necessary to retain the present road to the wharfs under any circumstances. You cannot 
utilise the immediate approach to the wharfs for railway purposes.
351. What is the width of the Government land lying east of George-street towards Sydney Cove at its 
southern end ? Erom the point to the Circular Quay roadway it is 185 feet, and from Argyle-street to the 
Circular Quay roadway it is 155 feet. The length from tho Queen’s Wharf to Argyle-street is 380 feet.
352. That is, approximately, about the same as the area of the Government land lying between the Mont 
de Piete Company’s property and Market-street? I daresay it is.
353. That dearly is not large enough for a railway station? It is not long enough.
354. Then north of it, how does the Government land run ? There is some private land on the northern
side of Argyle-street. then you come to the Sailors’ Homo and the Mariners’ Church. _
355. How wide is it from the roads running along the foreshore of Sydney Cove to Gcorge-street, taking 
it across by the Sailors’ Home ? 105 feet.
35G. "What is tho width of land the Government have in the old A.D.S.N. Company’s property ? The 
old. A.D.S.N, Company’s offices extend from George-street to the Quay, and at the other southern end 
it is 03 to 100 feet wide. _
357. How far is it from Gcorge-street to high-water mark ? Prom Gcorge-street to tho present high- 
water mark along the southern boundary of the A.U.S.N. Company’s stores it is 220 feet.
358. To utilise this property it is necessary to have a road along the foreshore? It could not be done 
without. With these large foreign-going steamers they have an enormous amount of cargo to go into tho 
city, and they want at least 00 feet room for the drays.
350. If it were intended to locate a railway station there it would be IG0 feet in width ? I do not know 
that there would be that much room available, because the width of 220 feet which l gave you includes 
the plank wharf, aud it is behind the plank wharf that they want a roadway of 50 feet for the dravs. 1 
should not say that there would be more than 100 feet available.
300. It is clear that along the western side of Sydney Cove there is no position without interfering with 
George-street and making extensive resumptions to place a railway station in which great traffic could be 
done or approaching in magnitude a great terminal station? No. Prom the length and distances 1 have 
given it cannot be,
301. I presume these properties are used already for other purposes ? The old Commissariat Stores are 
not used fully. They are almost useless they want a lot of repairing before they could be used.
302. There might be a width of from 100 to 150 feet if you had the whole of the land with the buildings 
cleared off ? Yes.
303. If you closed up Argyle-street could yon give the length ? You would have about GOO feet to the 
northern side of the Sailors' Home land at Hcthel-street.
364. Would that require to be approached by tunnel ? Unless you resumed a good deal of tho surface to 
form an approach.
305. To get that position your own estimate was that with proper running roads you would require a 
length of 130 chains, and it would cost £2,000,000 ? Yes, 100 feet wide, and wholly through private 
property aud an open cut to the west of George-street. •
300. With regard to a site near Dawes Battery, if you go hack 3 chains along George-street North, you 
then have a width of what? Nearly 400 feet to the foreshores of Port Jackson.
307. Prom that point down to the termination of the Dawes Battery land—that is. near to the A.U.S.N. 
Co.’s property—what is the length ? It is about 540 feet to the end of Dawes Battery reserve.
368. Have you a description of tho site lying south of Hyde Park which has beeu suggested for the 
principal station for the city railway ? Yes.
360. Will you read the description ? It is as follows:—
The site is hounded hy Liverpool, Elizabeth, Goulbum, and Macquarie streets, Sydney.

The total of the municipal assessments for that block of the city indicated above for the municipal year 1S97-8 is 
£9,340.

Capitalising £9.840 at twenty years’ purchase ................................................................. £19(5,S00
If twenty-live years’ pm-chasc be adopted the amount would be .................................. 240,OOo
Add for the Lutheran Church (approximate estimate) .................................. £2,009

Unitarian Church (this building not being rated) ...................... 13,009
Public School ,, ,, ...................... 9,000

--------  24,000
The mean length of the above block is 535 feet, and the mean width is 490 feet, and the area is (5 acres.
At this place Liverpool-street is 3G feet higher than Goulburn-street, on a section down the middle of Nithsdale- 

street. 370
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370, 'Will you now furnish a description of Cook Park and Phillip Park? Tho area of the two parks, S. E. 
if Booinerang-street is closed, is 0 acres 2 roods 30 perches, and the length is 635 feot in a north and Psrdnau. 
south direction, and 700 feet in the middle in an east and west direction. It is a trapezoid in shape. i/TT^^Tbo?
371, These are fairly well the full lengths? Yes, The fall from College-street—that is, from the old comer ® M '' 
of the park before Boomerang-street was taken out to the north-east corner of Phillip Park—is 59J feet,
372, Yon gave evidence before the Boyal Commission on the City Bail way Extension ? Yes.
373, Bo you desire in any way to alter or to add to your evidence before the Commission ? Ho,
374, YY>u believe that your evidence before the Commission is correct ? Yes,*

TUESDAY, 20 JULY, 1807.
i’resrmt:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. fCnAmwAN).
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Husipkeky. 
The Hon. -Tames Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles .Tames Egberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Ekgan, Esq, 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 

• Frank Fabnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the Bailway system of the Colony from 
the present terminus at Bedfcrn into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James'-road.

Norman Selfe, M.I.C.E., M.T.M.E., sworn, and examined
375. _ Chairman^ You are a civil engineer? Yes. I am also a Member of the Institution of Mechanical n. Selfe,
Engineers, England, as well as of the Institution of Civil Engineers. M.I.C.E.,
376. Have yon a statement to make to the Committee ? 1 have. , M.I.M.E.
377. You gave evidence before on the 27th March, 1897, before the Boyal Commission on City EailwayExtension? I did, 20July, 1897.
373. That evidence is correct to the best of your belief—you revised your evidence ? Yes: but it is not 
the evidence I should give. A great deal of that evidence was given in answer to questions, I hod not 
an opportunity to make a statement, and therefore what I had to say did not go before the Boyal 
Commission. I can conceive that there are many points in connection with tho city railway extension 
which have not yet come ont.
379. Mr. Jlonkms.'] Were you not asked by the Commission to make a statement ? I do not think so.
1 did before the former Boyal Commission : but I came verv hurriedly before the recent Boval Commission 
in this room. ^ "
380. Chairman!] You have a statement which you wish to read ? Y’es. It is as follows :—
Having been much interested in tbe city railway extension for over twelve years, having been honored by the late 
far-seeing statesman, Sir Henry Parkes, with the task of formulating his views on the question for presentation to a 
Koyal Commission, and having spent several hundreds of pounds of my own money in an endeavour to liave the question 
of route and stations settled nt the true interests of the majority of the people of Kew South Wales on u broad ami fair 
commercial basis, I respectfully ask the attention of this honorable Committee to a few notes on several points connected 
with the subject which do not appear to have hitherto been adequately brought before it. Wben appearing before the 
recent Koyal Commission J stated that I had made no personal estimate of the cost of the scheme formulated hy myself, 
but took Air. Foxlee s estimates. 1 now propose to submit some estimates based on Mr. Perdi iau's valuations as laid before, 
and adopted by that body. 1 do not intend to make any rofei-euce to the sentimental value of Hyde Park in connection 
with the proposal to divert it from the purpose to which it. was sacredly dedicated so many years ago.

rl he large plan, exhibited on n scale of 2 chains to the inch, shows clearly, among other things, the terrible, black 
trail that an extensiou of the railway from Kedfern to (St. James'-road would make through tbe city if carried out 
by way of Hyde Park, and also makes it clear what a magniiicent investment and improvement might result if the same 
strip of land were opened out as a wide thoroughfare to improve and relieve the traflie through the City of Sydney, opening 
up new frontages just as the Northumberland, and Shaftesbury Avenues, costing millions of money, have done for Loudon.

Mr. Perdriau’s general estimate for city laud amounts to about £70,000 per acre, and the land proposed to be taken 
between Devonshire-street and Elizabeth-street would certainly he woitli this uinount for the purpose of forming a wide 
and grand business avenue. If we take it nt only half this amount, however, and ailow the other half for the severance of 
this fine city centre, the value of the 4,? acres required would he (say) £279,.KM).

There i.s no doubt this whole site could lie sold for a million, but taking tho strip only, a fair charge
would be (say) ............................................................................................................................................ £279,500

Thirteen acres of Hyde Pink, if laid out in avenues, would give a much greater area and much longer 
frontage than the block bounded by Elizabeth, Park, Pitt, and Liverpool streets (25 per cent, 
more at least), and is therefore worth in prospect, pro rata................................................................. 1,153.000?

Or a total of......................................................................... £1,433,000
Quite apart from the cost of the piivate land, the official estimates for winch amount to £100,000, between Elizabeth-street 
and Liverpool-street.

If it is argued that these figures are absurd, as the property has no valuable buildings on it and is mostly in the 
bands of the Crown, then it must be equally absurd to charge any western sthenic on a similar scale with the value of sites 
like Wynyurd-square, the Church Hill reseive, and so on, which has been done in recent comparisons officially made.
, _ In comparing an extension to Wynyurd-square with one to St. James’-road it must be remembered that the former
is 25 chains further to the noith, and thus 23 chains more towards a complete city railway; it also gives three wayside

■ stations,

* Note (ou Tmtinn):—Since giving the above evidence—
(a) I have bad a sight of four of the grants of laud for cemeteries at Devonshire-street. viz., those for the Church of 

England, Presbyterian, Congregational, and Wesleyan denominations, and in these grants it is stated that the 
land is granted to be used for a cemetery,and for no other purpose whatsoever. ’

(5) I was asked by Mr. Harsall to ascertain what amendments, if any, bad been mode in tbe 11 Cathedral Close Act,'’ 
1111(101' which the Town Hall site was granted to the Sydney Municipal Council: I learn by mi amending Act 
that mi additional quarter of an acre was granted for the Town Hall site, adjoining and to the west of the half-acre 
mentioned «bo' e. Also that the Act of Parliament dated 1879 under which the (My Corporation is now- working, 
repeals to some extent the obligations laid upon tbc City Council by tho “ Cathedral Close Act,'’ but to what extent 
eoukl only be ascertained by complete ini cstigation into the meaning and intention of the vai ions Acts.

-t Noth.—This is inuth less tlmn onc-half tlie price, pro rata, which the Coi eruruent cbargol the Citi Council tor the old Police Court site.

196—C '
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stations, or two stations and a terminus, if the extension is to terminate there temporarily, and these all in the centre of 
dense business localities, instead of one terminus out of the business part of the town altogether, as under the Jiyuc J_ ark
proposal^ ^ Etcteij tilat f0l!r iines woul(l he required for a westerii city extension, and Mr. Deane has given

20 July 1897 evidence {Q. 154) that these can he got in a chain wide, the lines at most not taking more than 48 feet. Mr. i erdnau has 
stated (Q. 1584) that tlie property at the head of Darling Harbour is much cheaper than tiiat nearer Hyde 1 ark, ami it it 
evident that its average value is not one-half, and piobahly not one-quarter as high. If we take it at one-half, or as 
,■£35,000 an acre (it will then he a higher rate than is set down for the Nithsdale-street land), aud we apply it to my original 
scheme, the cost comes out as under ;—

From Redfern station to Bathurst-street, 50 chains - 5 acres, at £35,000 .................. £175,000
George-street covered wav ................................................................................................... A-nT™
Market site................. ........................................................................................................
Markets lo York-street, S chains—no frontage, hack property ..................................... ">uuu
York-streel covered way ...................
Wynyard-square, 2 acres at £70,000 . 140,000

£503,000
or actually a great deni less than one-half, as the cost of land required for getting north to Margarct-street, that it required
to extend to St. James’-road hy the ria-al route. . . ...

It must be noted that no deduction has been made in this latter estimate for the thirteen street-crossings which 
intervene, tlie amount of wliich would more than provide ground for the platforms, 000 feet long, on the cheap land near
jnelnejf\rhe basement of the ilarket building cannot now be converted into a station, and the block to the west of it, 

hounded hy Market, Kent, Druitt, and Clarence streets, is taken for a station, as shown on the plan and as an alternative 
to the original proposal, then the 12-chain tunnel from Gnodlct’s yard to Market-square is done away with, and an open 
line substituted at the icar of the Town Hall. The cost of this line to Wynyard-square on Mr. Perdriau s figures works 
out as follows :— ■ . .

Redfern station to Druitt-street station ............................................................................. 9,naCleK‘
Druitt-street station .............................................................................................................. ’>
Market-street to York-street ................................................................................................ ‘ >>

. 9-4 acres.
Say, 9^ acres nt £35,000 .......................................................................................................
Wynyard-square, as before (at £70,000)

Cost of land ................................... - ................ Mq........
Or, if ground for Druitt-street station is taken at £70,000 per acre, instead of £35,000, 

then add ...........................................................................................................................

Cost of land .

140,000

£472,500

70,000

£542,500
That is, only a little more than one-third of the cost of tho Hyde Park resumptions, if valued on the same basis.

rr 1 ho nirra.bw Gnav Is to bo estimated for, mid a large station on the “ Rocks is to be considered,

Board of Works to convert them from slums into a site which might be n pride and boast of the city, it will be found that 
the present frontage of Cumberland, Cluncester, Cambridge, and Harrington streets, and Argylc-lane, mnounts to, approxi
mate! v, 194 chains—say, 200 chains 13,200 tcct. This, at Mr. Pcrdriaus estimate of £30 per foot, equals £306,000. 
(Bicidentally, it may be mentioned that St. Patrick's Church is improved hy additional ground being given to it on tbc
western side, instead of being destroyed, as understood by Mr. Perdriau,) . . t v

Now this whole “ Rocks ” site, as shown remodelled on the plan, provides, after giving 10 acres fgrrailway purposes, 
and laying ont wide and level streets, the following frontages :—

To new George-street ............................................................................ 40 chaim.
,, New Gloucester-stroet .................................................................... ™
,, New Harrington-street ...........   ® >•

Total............................................................. 102 chains
or sav, 100 chains - 6,000 feet, at £G0 per foot, £306,OUO-lhe same as the eost-u»d, in fact, makes the 10 acres site for a 
station a gift to the Railways as the result of the city and Colony having their interests looked into on the broad and states
man-like basis approved by the late Premier of the Colony before referred to. . i it n- i n

It will thus be seen that it is not instituting a compansoii at all. 71 hen a western route to the Circular Quay 
is charged with half as much greater a width of land as was stated hy Mr. Eddy to he necessary, and charged with 130 chains 
in length, including all the area taken from public reserves, tlie route under streets &c. (all of winch reduce the actual 
length of resumption down to 84 chains at the most, instead of 130 chains), and that it cannot fairly be brought into 
competition with a Hyde Park route, which is not charged with public land at all, and which extends to only a fraction 
of the distance up tho city, and which does not admit of future extension to the Circular Quay and the North bhorc without
tongth^and^expensiie tumiels.^^ ^ ^ it js we(1 to append the following particulars is to lengths of tunnels,.

In the western scheme, proposed by author, to the first Royal Commission, there were the following tunnels 
Under the York-street scheme— _ .

Goodlot’s yard to Market sitc, with plenty of ventilation ............................................ J - chains.
Market station to Wynyard-square, do .............................................  M j,
North from Wynyard-square................................................................................................ 1 »

Tunnel total ................................................. . ■ ■ ■ ........ 40 chains.
. Under tho resumpuon scheme, with open cut from Market-street to back of Savings Bank, ,

total tunnel ............................................ ............................,........ ............ . . . . ^c'la’ns■
The modified scheme, now shown, to avoid the Market site and run at tlie hack ol the

Town Hall— ,. . .
King-street to Wynyard-square ........................................................................................ iJcliain^.
North from Wynyard-square............................................................................................ ' »

To Circular Quay, total tunnel................... ................ 18 chains.
Under the Hyde Park scheme, as recommended hy the recent Royal Commission, tlie

extension to Circular Quay involves a tunnel of (say) ......................................................... Tonu'115'
From Hyde Park to North Shore a tunnel (say) ............................................. . 180 ehains. .

Thus showing that while a western route to the Circular Quay is far themheapest, it also has far less length of its line m
tUnnelSo much has been said as to the utter unsuitability of Redfern terminus for the work now carj ied on there, and 
the difficulties that arise from the »ImtUc-neck” at the Redfern tunnel, that the bottom portion of the plan exhibited

,f tWo A.-fficlfiM—First, bv doing awav with the “ tunnel ” altogether : secondly,
site 

third
oT the* whole Redfcrn^site! "These improvements arer accompaniecl, incidentally, with such a widening of the open space 
in front o£ tlie new building as to make a far finer centre than would be established at Hyde Paik, unless St, James

According
IU llUIitl UL UJC U«w uu.4i«lll£ ttO ’■vr .tui. ------ -------- ----------- •

Church and the Supreme Court are to be removed and King-street widened,
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J.9
_ According to thia plan, a portion of Regent-street is modified to bring it into line with Eveleigh-street, Redfern, N, Selfe, 

and in such a way as to give tlie railways a strip of land a clear 3 chains, or 200 feet wide, north-westerly from the 
present relaining-wall of St. Paul’s Church property, while an ordinary biidge over the whole 200 feet of width, instead M.I.M.E. 
of a tunnel, would enable twelve lines to be run through, and as this bridge need only be i chain wide, it would 
probably not cost as much as the late alterations lo the tunnel did, while the approach from tho low ground of West 20 July, 1897. 
Clevelaud-street would be improved by the rctaining-walls shown.

As the Darling Harbour line is now on a steep grade, it can be eased back towards Eveleigh to advantage, so as to 
be low' enough to be covered over where it passes through the yard, and then all the present waste ground abutting on 
Terminus-street can bo utilised. At some future time, perhaps, tile whole northern side of Regent-street could be absorbed 
into the station ; hut even without this resumption it will be clearly seen that the grand terminus, which has been approved 
of by tbe Railway Commissioners for Hyde Park, can be commenced on the south-western aide of this site, aud be gradually 
extended up to tbe present station until it is completed, and tiiat it will then leave the enormous area which is shown for 
future extensions. It is of course assumed—the author not being a railway expert, and being only guided by the opinions 
of the Commissioners and their officers—that if the Hyde Park terminus can be worked with six lines of approach there 
will be at least equal facilities at Redfoni when twelve lines can be put in from Eveleigh. It is universally acknowledged 
that Redfern is near enough to the city fot a permanent terminus, but some doubt has been expressed as to the room ' 
available there. The Railway authorities having stated that the Hyde Park terminus would be large enough for the next 
tweuty years, and that no further resumptions there would ever be wanted, it must be satisfactory to see the Redfern yard 
can be made to give three times that area at a moderate cost. The estimate, from tlie heat sources available to me, places 
the resumptions at Regent and Cleveland streets at £o6,000. That the present Redfern yard is dangerous, is the evidence 
of tlie authorities, and if the land costs £100,000, it would be cheap to make twelve lines at that price for the land, in order 
to restore the public confidence that lias been so rudely shaken lately by the official evidence of Railway officials.

If your Committee should decide that after all the recommendations of the recent Royal Commission arc to he 
endorsed—that a terminus should he made at St. James’-road, and, further, that that road should lie continued into 
Castlereagh-street, and EJiznbeth-street be widened—it will no doubt be further recommended that under u special Act of 
Parliament the liettennent principle should be applied to tbe surrounding properties, as was done at Martin-place. In 
such a case the actual cost to the country of the property taken up by tlie extension-thence from Redfern might be most 
materially reduced by the set-off, because tlie increased value of many surrounding properties would bo immense.
Whether the Hyde Park scheme would then be the cheapest T am of course unable to say ; but in tlie absence of knowledge 
as to probable credits from such betterment of the neighbouring properties, I respectfully submit that I have clearly shown, 
from tlie figures set out in the Report of the recent Royal Commission, that a western scheme is a cheaper one than the 
Hyde Park proposal; that it would tend to the improvement instead of to the disfigurement of the city ; that it would be 
of much greater value to the great bulk of suburban passengers who contribute so largely to tho returns; that it would 
provide at tlie same time for an extension to tlie North Shore by a bridge, goes without saying, as such is already admitted 

■ by tlie Railway authorities. It can also be worked in with a complete ciruular railway at any future day, embracing the 
eastern suburbs.

In conclusion, gentlemen, I have to state that I am not now advocating any particular route, hut rather the following 
broad principles -

1. The chief terminus of tiie New South Wales railways should still be at Redfern.
2. Any extension should be part of a circular mi 1 way with wayside stations at short intervals in the centres of business.
3. Tiiat an extension to North Sydney should be an integral part of any scheme commenced, even if not carried out

for another ten y ears.
4. That all lands taken should he debited to the Railways on tlie basis of an ordinary commercial valuation, and the

same principles should be applied to all the routes considered, 
n. Tiiat if properties injured by railway extensions liave a right to compensation, then all properties improved by 

such works should contribute, on the betterment principle, towards their construction.
381. Mr. lloskms.~\ Tou havo admitted, I think, that you do not consider yourself an authority on the ,
values of the properties which might he resumed? No. That is why I take Mr. Perdriau’s estimate. 1
liave given no opinion as to values. X am merely dealing with certain evidence which was given before a 
public body lately. That evidence, which was given by experts, has been applied lo certain routes. I 
contend that what is sauce for the goose should be sauce for the gander.
382. Tou state that the western route would be a cheaper route ;—you make an estimate of tbe Values of 
the properties along your own route? I beg your pardon ; T take Mr. Perdriau’s valuations.
383. Mr. Wright.'] Ton have halved Mr. Perdriau’s valuations ? I take the whole of his estimate for this 
part, but 1 only take half of his estimate for the block between Belmore G-ardens and Devonshire-street.
]f this part is laid out by the Government it will become the heart of tbe City of Sydney ; no ono can 
deny that. Tf you make a square of 500 feet, and make Devonshire-street 100 or 120 feet wide, and run 
a broad avenue down through the block, there is no doubt that it will make a great city centre. Take the 
Commissioners’ new station and put it at Redfern as shown on the plan ; it sets back so far that it gives 
a 3-chain road in front across to the corner of the Benevolent Asylum. I refer to the large open space 
which will be given there, and which will be nearly equal to what will be gained by throwing in St. James’
Church, the Registrar-General’s Office, and the Supreme Court. "
384. Ch airman Did you draw that plan ? It was drawn in my office.
385. Under your supervision ? It was drawn in my office some years ago; it is from an official plan.
38C. How much traffic do you intend to bring down to Circular Quay station—only the suburban traffic, 
or do you intend to bring down all the country trains ? 1 intend to bring down all the traffic which Mr.
Eddy in his evidence said required to be brought down.
387. All the passenger traffic which Mr. Eddy wanted to bring to Hyde Park you are prepared to bring down 
to Circular Quay ? Mr. Eddy said the original proposal for the Circular Quay railway was to have only 
two lines.
388. Do you intend to bring down to Circular Quay as much of the traffic as the Railway Commissioners 
intended to bring down to St..lames’-road? Certainlynot—the whole of the public do not want to go to 
Circular Quay. Only a portion of them want to go there.
389. Will you bring as man3r people past Redfern as fhe Commissioners intend lo bring to Hyde Park?
Certainly not.
390. What proportion of the traffic will yon retain at Redfern ? I would take certain trains which would 
stop here. All the long-distance trains 1 would retain at Redfern.
391. Is it only for the suburban passengers ? The principal object of the extension to Wynyard-square 
is no doubt for suburban passengers.
392. Therefore your scheme for bringing the railway into the city is really a scheme to bring the 
suburban traffic into the city ? It is a scheme to adopt the principles which are found to meet the 
requirements of other large cities.
393. Is it a scheme to bring Ihe suburban traffic into ihe city, or io bring the terminus of the whole rail
way system of tho Colony into the city ? It will bring in allthose passengers who desire to go down there.
394. Suppose a train comes from Melbourne, Goulburn, or Bourke, and it stops at Redfern ;—it is clear, 
that the passengers cannot go on in that train ? I beg your pardon. The train which comes from 
Melbourne, Goulburn, or Bourke stops at Strathfield to collect tickets, and the passengers, as they do 
now, and as they do all over the world, would change into a suburban train.

.395.
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89o. Tou pay tlial long-diatauee trains are not to come into the city from Redfern, but that passengers must 
make other arrangements if they desire to pass beyond Eedfern f I say if the passengers want to get 
from the main line on to the local line they must change from one train to the other.

20 July, 1897. 396. Therefore it is not intended to be any convenience to the long-distance traffic ? Certainly not.
397. ^ ou stated that the scale of your map is 2 ehains to an inch ;—will you state the width of the red 
line on your map ? Tho route is for Mr, Deane or other officials to point out. That line is only a centre 
line to show that the railway can be brought iu a certain direction.
398. Tou have shown a black lino of the full width ? I have shown what I understand is the width to be 
taken. hTom what 1 have seen in the Press, 1 understand that it is proposed to take a strip 100 feet 
wide, for, J believe, six lines. 1 have drawn lhat width on this map.
399. Do you know what proportion of the traffic is suburbanf To; but I know it is the suburban 
passengers who require to get to their places of business in Sydney.

■ 400. Tou do not know the amount of the traffic? 1 know it intimately, as f am there every day.
401. Tou cannot tell the Committee what proportion is long-distance traffic and what portion is suburban 
traffic, and therefore you caunot tell us how many trains you intend shall stop at Redfern, aud how many 
you intend shall come down to Circular Quay ? It would be of no use to tell you that, because it is given 
in evidence by Eailway officers.
402. Tou do not know that? J know it from the evidence of the Railway officials, but I do not know it 
of my own knowledge.
403. I wish to get at what will be tbe width of your line to Circular Quay ? It would go easily in a chain.
404. Will you show us how wide a chain will be on your map ? If this red line is drawn for two lines it 
will be double the width of that line.
405. In making thecomparison between the two railway lines, your statement is that one would be how wide? 
The western resumption would be 1 chain wide instead of 100 feet, and 84 chains long instead of 130 chains.
406. Instead of showing it for comparative purposes as 6G feet wide, you have shown it as about 30 feet 
wide? I have only shown a centre line. When this map was drawn there were only two lines of 
railway proposed on tho western side of the city.
407. You recognise that if you require the map for comparative purposes you have not drawn it perfectly 
fairly ? I tell you this map was drawn three years ago.
408. Has it been shown anywhere else except to this Committee lately? It has never been shown any
where to any public body. ”
409. Tour line, you contend, will be GG feet wide, and you have shown it not half the width ; therefore 
your map, ns far as the public are concerned, for comparative purposes is valueless ? ]t is not exhibited 
to the public. I do not think you are dealing fairly with me. ] told you clearly that it shows the route only.
410. llfr, Tncke/t.] It is a most unfair comparison ? It is the simplest tiling in the world to make that 
red line wider. Where it comes out into tivo stations vou can see the double line there.
411. Chairman.] Tho map you bring before tbe Committee shows tho running-road of one scheme to be 
wider than the area required for station purposes on tlie other? It does not. The western side route, 
being only a prospective one, was shown by red lines. The Hyde Park route, as recommended by the 
Royal Commission, was shown in black, and tbe width taken from the plans of the Railway Department.
412. Will you look at the map ? This black route shows the width which I understand is proposed to be 
taken lor six lines of railway to Hyde Park.
413. Seventy feet is all the width that is required io he taken? Then this black route is too wide. I 
understood from both the Press and official report that 100 feet was proposed to be taken as the route for 
six lines of railway, and this black line is drawn 100 feet wide.
414. The width of the six running lines, which the Commissioners say is necessary, is 70 feet; but when 
you are passing through private property, and have to carry out works of various kinds along the line, it 
seems that 10O feet certainly wilt he taken in order to have a full width for your roads—that is, leaving 
15 feet on either side;—you could not have houses built right to the end of your embankment or cutting ? 
Four lines would require 44 feet, and if you deduct 44 feet from 66 feet it would give you 6 feet on each side.
415. Mr. Deane, the Engineer-in-Chief, is of opinion that, approximately, 70 fees is wanted; and the 
Royal Commission were of opinion that, since you could not build quite to the end of tbc running-road, 
or right to the end of the embankment or cutting, a strip 15 feet on either side would certainly require 
to be taken up somehow or other? I think that is only a question of degree, I do not think it modifies 
the thing. I will quickly convert that black line into any width which the Committee may think desirable. 
41G. As your plan shows, the running-road in one instance is wider than the whole of the area required 
for your station appliances in the other? My station is shown 2 chains wide.
417. "What is the red patch ? That is Wynyard-square station.
418. What is the area of that station ? Four lines and three platforms—the same as the Strathfield station.
419. Is that red patch wider or narrower than the black patch, being the running-road in either instance? 
This has ten roads in it.
420. I am not talking of that; I say that on this plan you have shown in red your station of a lesser
width than the running-road required iu the other? Certainly, this station does not require to be so wide. 
This southern portion of Hyde Park is the approach to what is to be the terminus of the Hew South 
Wales Railways. Rut this Wynyard-square station is merely a wayside line, just the same as Strathfield, 
with four lines and three platforms. You want no more room at this wayside station than you have at 
any other station on the suburban lines with three platforms and four lines. .
421. You will grant that your mhp shows that your station arrangements require less width than the 
running-road required by the Commissioners’ scheme ? I do not say it.
422. Will you put your scale on the red patch on your map ? This black patch is merely a piece of paper 
stuck on the plan, I had to get it out very hurriedly. I said to one of my assistants, “ Put a strip 
representing a width of 100 feet on the plan.”* But if the width is to be only 70 feet, 1 will alter the 
plan. I have no sentimental objections to the resumption of Hyde Park. I am only arguing on a pure 
business basis, and, therefore, I shall be the very first to cut thus out. This red line is not to show, and 
was never intended to show, the width to he taken. It is simply what we call a centre line.
423. If you desire to convey accurately the effect of the construction of one line, as you do in black there, you
want to show also, to be perfectly fair about the matter, the exact width in the otlier instance;—are you aware 
that four-fifths of tbe passenger traffic coming into Rodtern is suburban ? Yes, in the morning and evening, 
_________ _________________________________________________________  424.

* Noth [on rm'*ioit) :—Tiie official plan of the Park-street terminus from which tlie data was obtained showed 132 
feot .'escived right back to Goulhuin-sti'cet.

X. Selfe, 
M.I.C.E., 
M.I.M.E.
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424. AVill you sliow the Committee where you intend to shunt this jmseiifiier traffic if you take if dowil to ■.JJ'/’p 
Circular Quay? There are three platforms there with six lines, and hy having such a large area, from eight ^11 M K 
to ten acres, at this Kueks station, besides the triple lines between the platforms, there is ample provision
for shunting ground right baek to Charlotte-place being available for the purpose. 20 July, 189?.
425. What are the green marks you show near the Hocks ? Those are all new streets. ‘
426. Will you show the width of the area ou which you intend to shunt this traffic ? The whole station ; 
it is between 16 ehains and 18 chains long. There is practically an area of 10 acres there fur railway purposes.
427. What is the width, as your plan shows it, where you intend to shunt your traffic ? The whole of
that is available for shunting. * ”
428. Show us tho end of your station ? The northern end of the station-building itself is at Argyle-street.
42fh Do the trains go up into that space? Tes; but irom the northern to tlie southern end of the 
station yard is more than 1,000 feet long.
430. How wide is the place they go up into as shown on the map ? That is about double tho width of 
the present Eedfern station building.
431. How many feet ivide is it? It is about 3 chains wide, but the station-building is 140 feet wide by
500 feet. °
432. How much have you scaled between the two green streets ? It is about an inch and a quarter.
433. Is the station in red an inch and a quarter ? The scale of the plan is 2 chains to l inch, so that an 
inch and a quarter wmuld be 148 feet 6 inches for the station, at the narrow end abutting on Argyle-street; 
but you can make it as wide as you like, because I have devoted very great space to the westward of it.
I have keptthat new westward street 2 chains wide for cab-srands, so that you can easily make the station 
another chain wider if you want to do so, by lessening the open space.
434. Do you say that the road on your map between the two buildings is an inch and a quarter wide? If 
is flupnch and an eighth wide. The building can easily be made an inch and a quarter wide without 
altering the street from the present arrangements. The length of the railway property is 17 chains.
435. But what have you shown on the map in red—is it an inch and an eighth wide, or what width is it ?
I have shown the building itself an inch and an eighth wide at the northern end.
436. How many feet is it ? 148 feet in average width.
437. The whole of the suburban passenger traffic, which comprises four-fifths of the passenger traffic 
coming into Eedfern station, lias to come into an area 148 feet wide as shown by your plan? Certainly 
not; not one-tenth of the trains will be occupied by the time they get there. The people get out at 
Brickfield Hill, the Town Hall, and Wynyard-square.
438. Will you explain where you are going to shunt them ;—I think you told me a moment ago that the 
trains were to go to that little red patch between Essex-street, Argyle-street, Prinees-street, and 
JIarrington-street? Any trains the Commissioners desire to send there they will send there. If they 
send four trains in at once they can get the four engines out at once, and put them on the front end and 
make them go off with the trains immediately. The red patch measures 8 acres.
439. But if all the passenger traffic of the Colony has to pass Eedfern, it has to go somewhere? A great 
deal of it will go to Paddington, Waverley, and Woollahra. lam assuming that the Commissioners are 
going to continue the sensible arrangement they have adopted in the past, and will only run trains down 
there in proportion to the traffic which they have to accommodate. If they want to make a station there 
for more shunting, they have a great deal more room to do it in at that site than at other sites approved 
by them. 1 assume that one line of trains will come from North Shore.
440. When you commence to talk of trains coining from North Shore, and trains going to the eastern
suburb, you have got a litilc distance into the future—we want to deal with the traffic as wc have it to
day ?—the suburban passengers at the present time are not delivered close enough to the city; therefore 
the trains pass Eedfern, and having passed Kedfern with four-fifths of the passenger traffic, what do you 
do with the passengers—where do you shunt the trains, and how do you get them back? I take tlie 
trains into the station and back again on the principle which the late Chief Commissioner approved when 
he gave his sanction to a station at the rear of tho Custom House, comprising an acre and a half in 
extent. Tf he could do the work of shunting there—and I take Mr, Eddy as au authority—then I 
contend that his successor can do it on 10 acres. Tiiat is the basis I adopt. I am not putting myself up 
as an expert on the running of trains. I do not want to usurp the functions of any officer. Although I
am an engineer, I come here as a citizen, and look on this from a citizen’s point of view. IE we had the
authority of the Chief Commissioner that the proposal which received tlie sanction of a former Eoyal 
Commission—that a station at ihe back of tbe Custom House was sufficient for a 1 erminal station—
then I say that 10 acres to the westward of the Circular Quay, is as good as an area of It- acre at the
rear of the Custom-house. "
441. It was never intended as a terminus station, but as a station for the convenience and comfort of 
Circular Quay passengers ? Whatever that was intended for could be done here in a much better way.
442. However, you intend to bring tlie passenger traffic into a widtli of 143 feet, but you would shunt tlie 
trains a little to the south of that place ? I do not think you are right in putting words into my mouth. I 
have simply provided on area of 10 acres, on which I have shown, by way of illustration, a station of that width.
443. "Will you show us where your 10 acres are ? The portion coloured deep red—100 square ehains is 
equal to 10 acres.
444. Does it not appear to you, as shown on this plan, that this area of 10 acres is separated by a couple 
of roads at least ? No. Essex-street would probably go under it.
445. Do you desire the Committee to understand that you have fairly shown the 10 acres on the Eocks by 
a red patch ? Tes ; the red patch comes right up to Essex-street and Charlotte-place.
446. Does not the black patch by which you show Hyde Park seem to be a larger area than the red patch 
you show? 1 es, it does look so, because it is square and compact.
447. Have you any doubt at all ? I have no doubt at all that you can have 10 acres there when it ts cleared.
448. 1 refer to your plan ;—have you any doubt in your mind that tbe areas are wrongly shown 
comparatively? I do not think they are wrongly shown comparatively. They are shown illustrativclr.
1 have said that this block is about 10 acres, but it‘might be 9£ acres.* 449i

e Note (<w; m'injon):—On actual measurement it was found tiiat there were over 11 acres shown for railway pur
poses, and coloured red, the strip taken for the extension to North Shore making it look smaller. This portion of tlie plan 
was over 10 feet from the iloor at the time of my giving evidence, and hence it was not very clear to the Committee, 
perhaps, what a large area of ground was shown as set apart for the railway yurd and station tmildinga on this nocks site.
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M lens' ^°-U cannot ^ori^ piaii and tell the Committee that the red patches you show near the station
M.LM.li! ftre as as ^lat black patch ? I keep on explaining that the ground .comes down to Charlotte-place.

4'50. Mr. Black.'] A\That do the green areas rejiresent on your map? They are new streets. The point 
20 July, 1897. ?Thich the Chairman is making so much of is one on which I do not wish to be very definite, because that 
,■ Is matter, I take it, for the Jinginecr-in-Chief. If the scheme is worth consideration, it is worth being

worked out by the proper authorities. If I were to draw tlieso things in detail—that is, the sidings and 
station arrangements for shunting and regulating the traffic—I should be usurping somebody else’s func
tions. But 1 hare a right, as a citizen, to say that the new Georgc-street shown on the plan straight and 
level, instead of the present crooked street going down to the Queen’s Wharf, would he an improvement to 
the city, besides which it would be almost double the width of the present street.
451. Mr. Hoskins.] How much land at the Hocks will the Government have to sell F I suppose 18 or 20
acres, less the streets. ■
452. I/ess the street® ? In that paper which you read there are so many chains put in. There would be 
about half the frontage there is now under the new arrangement I propose.
453. Chairman.] You will not misunderstand the position. When a professional man brings apian here 
for any purpose, it is supposed to carry to the lay mind a correct interpretation of the case as it stands. 
In that the area proposed to be taken as a running-road, in one instance, is shown four times as wide as 
the running-road in the other; and since the railway-station yard in one instance is shown to be, I dare
say, a third larger than it is in the other, it is perfectly clear that it does not carry to the eye of the lay
man a correct interpretation of the case. One would not suggest that you had that intention ? There is 
no intention of that kind at all. I am acting entirely in good faith. I reckon that if I were to spend as 
much money on the plans I bring before the Committee as was spent on-the beautiful plans I see here, I 
should want to be as rich as Croesus.
454. How long would it take you to make the red running-road as wide as you grant it should be? I 
will quickly get that red centre line made the full width of the roads, and the other made narrower if it 
is now* too wide. The Committee must clearly understand that I have no personal object whatever to 
serve in this case, for I do not own a pennyworth of city property.
455. On your plan you show an extension from North Shore;—that extension will not pass through the 
main station you show on your plan? It will not pass through the local terminus. It wmuld not be a 
terminus if the lines passed through it; but the North Shoreline does pass through the main station and 
junction at Wynyard-square.
45C. Where do you propose to start to rise in going to North Shore ? 1 find a number of large bridges
are being built now for ships that are 150 feet high. I have maintained from the beginning'that 150 feet 
is sufficient head-room to provide in a bridge, and I can get that height from Wynyard Square on a grade 
of one in fifty.

I. E. Ives.

EoTuiiyQiiw.

Isaac Ellis Ives, Mayor of Sydney, sworn, and examined :—
457. Chairman!] You are the Mayor of Sydney? Yes.
458. Do you desire to present a statement showing the views of a majority of the City Council on the 
proposal before this Committee? I wish to read an extract from the minutes of a meeting of the City 
Council on the 17th .Tune last:—

Moved by Alderman Burdekin, seconded by Alderman Booth “ That this Council approves of the proposal to set 
apart a portion of Hyde Bark for the purpose of the extension of the railway into the city.”

Moved as an amendment by Alderman Taylor, seconded by Alderman Bueklu :—11 That this Council protests against 
the proposal to take any portion of Hyde Park for railway purposes, and empowers the Mayor to express the 
same Ireforo the Puhlic Works Committee,” ' '

Division on above amendment:—

Alderman Bcare, 
Buckle,
M. Chapman, 
M. Harris,
.1. Harris,
Landers,
Lees,

For <13).
Alderman Sir W. P. Maiming, 

Penny,
Rain Ford,
Smail,
Taylor,

' Waiuc.

Agaimt, (5). 
Alderman Booth,

Burdekin,
H. Chapman,
Jcssop.
Kippax.

459. How many constitute a full Council ? Twenty-four. There were nineteen, including myself, present 
on that occasion. Some of the aldermen were in England, and others in other places.
4G0. Has the City Council any control over the parks ? No. The City Council has no control over 
Hyde .Park; but some of the aldermen are on the Trust of Hyde Park.
461. That virtually has no connection with the City Council? None whatever.
462. You do not maintain, the Park in any way ? No.
463. What, then, is the ground on which you oppose the utilisation of the north-western corner of Hyde 
Park for railway-station purposes ? The stand which the City Council tabes is that the Park has been 
dedicated for recreation purposes.
464. Having been dedicated for that specific purpose, you, as a City Council, believe that it should be used 
for no other ? The majority of the Council believe that.
465. The deed of grant controls the case, in your opinion? Yes ; and further than that, in all cities under
municipal government the great object has been to give more park room. 1 n various cities the corporation 
has spent large sums in securing these breathing-places instead of contracting them. •
466. The strong position you take, from your standpoint, is that the deed of grant having set forth that 
the land be set aside for a specific purpose, the Crown should use it for no other purpose? I am clearly 
of that opinion.
467. That is a view which the Council would take in similar circumstances ? I think so.
468. I wish to direct your attention to an area of land aronnd the present Town Hall site ;—have you any
knowledge of the area which was originally given round the present Town Hall site to the Municipal 
Council of Sydney ? I cannot speak positively as to what it was, but I know that it was originally more 
than we did possess a little while ago. ■
469. An area of 2 acres and about a rood (part of the old Cathedral Close and the old burial-ground) was 
given to the City Council on these terms;—

That, of that area half an acre only should bo used as a site for a Town Hall, and that the Municipal Council should 
embellish tiie portion of tlic same not set apart as hereinbefore provided for a Town Hall, with such walks, ornamental 
trees, ami shrubberies as the Director of the Botanic Cardens for the time being shall recommend, and the said Municipal 
Council shall preserve, maintain, and keep in a cleanly and orderly state and condition the said land and the said walls, 
palisading, gates, entrances, walks, trees, and shrubberies thereto belonging.

That
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Thai; is to say that out of the 2 acres li acre shall be used for park purposes adjacent to the Town I- E. Ives.
Hallis that park in existence ? There is no park in existence at the present time. 1 do not know the
date of the document you are quoting from. ... u ^ •
470; It is the Act 32 Victoria jN'o. 4, passed in 1869;—I presume, in your opinion, adjacent to the Town
Hall would he a very good place for an open space ? There is a considerable open space there now. Out
of the land we purchased from the Government two or three years ago we have widened the street very
considerably.
471. At the time that grant was made authorising the Council, on certain terms, to receive these 2 acres 
the Mayor of (Sydney stated that it was so nice and close to the Town Hall that, being under the eye of 
the aldermen, the park would be kept in good order? I am not; aware.
472. This one park which the City Council had charge of apparently is not in existence now ? If they 
had charge of it—if ever it was a park—they have made use of it for the benefit of the city by widening 
the roadways.
473. An area of 2 acres was given to the City Council under a definite arrangement with the Government 
that 1 f? acre should be used for one purpose, and apparently it has not been used for that purpose, 
for if it had been it xvould he in existence? That matter I was not aw'are of until you mentioned it.
474. Taking that as an instance, the Cily Council cannot fall very strongly back on a deed of grant even 
with'regard to parks, in respect of which they disregard their obligations? I do not think so. I think , 
they have every reason to do so. I am negotiating, and have been for more than sis months, with the 
Government to take over all the parks in the city. I was not aware that there was a grant made on the 
condition that there should be a park in the middle of George-street. I recollect years ago, when the 
burial-ground extended nearly to the opposite side of the road, and a temporary cathedral stood in the 
middle of what is George-street, but I am not aware that it was dedicated as a park.
47G, If a deed of grant absolutely controls the ease as regards the Crown, it should also control the case 
as regards the City Councilhowever, that park has disappeared ? If that park has disappeared, that 
is one very strong reason why another park should not disappear under similar circumstances. It cuts 
both ways ; it teaches the Municipal Council a lesson. I have learned something to-day.
47G. There is an area of 1 acre 1 rood 39 perches dedicated as a site for a ferry and a public landing-place 
a short distance from the Gasworks ? Quite right.
477. Is the Council using it for that purpose ? Is it practicable for it to do so.
473. Is it using it for that purpose ? Is it practicable to do so.
479. Ton might tell me that it is not being used for that purpose? Certainly not; it is impracticable.
That is another matter I have under consideration with the Minister for Lands.
4SU. That would make a very excellent park ? A beautiful park it would make. It is straight up and 
down like the Hassnn "Walls outside Bathurst.
481. It is adjacent to a very crowded part of the city, and has a wrater-frontago. However, it is not being
used for the purpose for which it was dedicated because it is impossible to do so ? It was given to the 
Council for a purpose for which it has no value, .
482. "Where the Hotel Metropole now stands was given as a Town Hall site originally to the City Council ?
I have heard of it.
483. Ho you know what the Council did with that laud ? They sold it, I believe.
484. There is a property known as the Market "Wharf also, which was granted under a definite arrange
ment between the Crown and the City Council that it should be kept for all time for the convenience of 
people sending market goods to Sydney ;—I presume you are aware it was vested in the Municipal Council 
for that purpose ? Yes, and I am also aware that the Pyrmont Bridge occupnes one-half the place; it 
severed the property.
485. The bridge was eventually placed across the harbour ; hut some of that land remains ? Yes.
486. Are the Council using it for the purpose for which it was granted? It seems to me that this 
catechising must have emanated from the Department of Lands. All these details for the last nine months 
I have been endeavouring to clear up with the Government. All the questions yon are asking me are 
questions of detail which are before me on my office table at the Town Hall, and I am only waiting for 
an interview with the Minister for Lands to clear tliem up. I have already taken the necessary steps to 
put all these matters into proper order in accordance with a promise from the Minister,
4S7. The Market Wharf was given to the City Council for a certain purpose;—the Council leases a portion 
of the Market Wharf for about £1,000 a year, and the residue of the area brings in a very considerable 
sum ? That is so.
488. Is not this the fact of the case : That the Municipal Council, having received certain areas of land
from the Crown for the benefit of the city as a whole, have not kept them for the purposes for which they 
were granted, but have utilised them in the best interests of the country to the best of their belief? 
Undoubtedly. .
489. Paying no attention whatever to-the deeds of grant? The Corporation has progressed with the city, 
and has endeavoured to benefit the city in every possible way. There are other pieces in the same way.
Prom an inquiry which was made into the deeds of title Af all the water-frontages round the city it was 
found that the City Council, among other sinners, have used land for other purposes than those for which 
it was granted; but still in the best interests of the city.
490. If there be any point in your first contention, that land granted for one purpose should not be used for 
another, then the City Council are serious -delinquents ? There are other sinners besides the City Council.
491. These lands are used for these other purposes because the City Council believed that they were 
better so used ? Undoubtedly. We do not want a wharf for landing at. We could not use Kent-street 
land for a landing-place. You could build a landing-place there, but no one would go there.
492. Have the Council made any attempt to extend the area of park land ? Yes; we have taken over 
Wynyard Park.
493. But not to extend the area of park land ? No, not at present.
494. Some of these areas down there which are thickly settled—the population is very thick down about
Susscx-strcet—would do nicely for an open place ? 1 do not think you will find very many people living
down that way in comparison to what were there a few years ago.
495. Do you know the extent of open land of which Hyde Park forms part ? I am not aware of the exact 
acreage of it.

496.
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LE-Ivos, Taking a line from the soiitliern end of’Woolloomooloo Bay, and coming dowu to Liverpool-streefc,
on T t aTea 'n that "block is, 1 think, 800 acres, including streets and parks:—do vou know that area to*20 July, 1897. ^correct ? J could not say, J

497. Are yon aware that a third of that area is open space, not counting streets? I do not know the 
acreage of the place you mention.
498. In your opinion, is the area of open space on the eastern side of the city proper extensive ? I do 
not consider that it is any too large—it is none too large ; and in the course of twenty years vou will 
find that it will not answer the requirements of the people.
499. The portion which is wanted for railway-station purposes is a twentieth or a twenty-fifth of that 
area, and you say you cannot spare that much ? T. say it would be wrong to touch the Park.
500. Because it would reduce the park area of open space? Yes.
'*01. Are you aware of the number of the population living round Hyde Park ? No.
502. It is 15,000 ;—do you know the population living within half a mile of Carter’s Barracks? No.
503. It is 32,000 ? When you speak of 15,000 persons living within half a mile of Hyde Park, what do 
you allow lor the thousands of people who come into the city to do their business, and who turn out of 
the shops and warehouses between 1 and 2 o’clock to go into Hyde Park for a breath of fresh air. Have 
yon ever counted the population of Hyde Park during the dinner-hour.
504. We will come to that in a minute, because it may be these are the people really we will specially
convenience. Taking the same area in each instance, there is a population of 32.000 people within half a 
mile of Carter’s Barracks, and a population of 15,000 within half a mile of Hyde Park, The area of park 
land adjacent to Hyde Park is, roughly speaking, 200 acres, and the area of park land around Carter’s 
Barracks is 28 acres. Where, in your opinion, is the greater need for a park—at Kedfern or at Hyde 
Park ? .Belmore Park is, I should think. 100 feet lower than the level of Hyde Park, and the people who 
go there certainly would go up to the higher place. ”
505. You believe that a park should have a certain elevation, and that the higher park is the better park ? 
Yes. I say that if any person wants to breathe fresh air, instead of going round to Paddy’s Market or 
into Belmore Park, he would go on to Hyde Park if he had the time,
50G. Because it is more elevated there ? I have already said that people would not go dowu into the 
hollow where the smell and everything of that kind is to be found,
507. Are you aware that the Cemetery and beyond Carter’s Barracks, where the park is proposed do be'
made, is higher than any part of Hyd*e Park which is proposed to be taken ? There may be one notch 
which may be a little higher. *
508. From Carter’s Barracks across to Elizabeth-street is higher than the Park ? It is ; but that would
not be of use. It would be altered. You would send your sand-shifters to level it down, and brin^ it 
down to the level of the Park. B
509. Ho you know the levels of Kedfern station and Hyde Park ? No, 1 have not gone into that question.
510. You believe a park is more required near St. James’-road than it is at Kedfern ? You have already 
Prince Alfred Park at Kedfern.
5L1, Prince Alfred Park has an area of IS acres; Belmore Park has an area of 10 acres; and around 
that total area of 28 acres is a population of 32,000 persons, while around Hyde Park is a population of 
]5,000 persons, with an area of perhaps 200 acres of park land;—where, in (your opinion, is the greater 
need for a park, one having a larger population and a lesser area of park than the other, if it is wanted 
for the poor, as .I suppose it is? The necessity for the park is shown by the number of people who 
visit it. The persons who visit Hyde Park are 10 to 1 more than those who visit Belmore Park or Prince 
Alfred Park. The appreciation of a park is shown by the persons who resort to it,
512. Have you aoy figures showing the number of people who visit the various parks? No.
513. It is from personal inspection you believe it to be so ? Yes.
514. The area proposed to be taken from Hyde Park is about 100 yards wide ;—would it be a. serious 
inconvenience to a person desiring to enter the Park that he should have to walk 100 yards further than he 
has to do at present ? Yes, if he had to do it often.
515. They do not all come from the western side of the city on to the Park? From the western side,
and from the eastern side they cross the Park. ' ’
516. Would it bo an advantage to the poor of the city to have such an area as is embraced in Carter’s 
Barracks and the Benevolent Asylum thrown into a park ? You have already the Prince Alfred Park on 
one side, and Belmore Park on the other,
517. It appears to me a remarkable thing that an area of 28 acres should be abundant for a population of
32,000 persons, and that an area of 200 acres is not abundant for a population of 15.000 persons? 
Suppose that the area of park land adjacent to Hyde Park consists of 200 acres, as you state it does, I 
say that it is one of the beauty spots of the city to our visitors, and to our country friends. It is 
required not for the 15,000 persons who immediately surround the Park, but for the 150,000 or 450.000 
persons who like to go there. ” '
518. Weave talking of those persons primarily interested in the Park, and the persons really most interested
in the open space are the poor people who cannot get away to the country ;—would you regard it as an 
important adjunct to the lungs of the city if the area I described adjacent to Belmore Park were laid out 
as a park ? Undoubtedly it would be a very good thing, but 1 would not exchange any portion of Hyde Park for it. o ^ i j
;j19. Although you are prepared to grant that the residential population, or the poor population, is twice 
as great in the vicinity of Carter’s Barracks as it is in the vicinity of Hyde Park ? 1 have already stated
that on one side of Carter's Barracks we have Belmore Park, and on the other side Prince Alfred Park.
529. Do you believe that there should be a city railway ? I am a most firm believer that there should 
he a city railway, and have been so for the last quarter of a century.
521. Can you suggest a route for the city railway ;—can you suggest something which would be likely to
solve this question? .1 am notan engineer, and therefore I am not prepared to suggest any route. If 
a city railway were mooted on some definite plan whereby the whole of the suburbs would be'served, even 
if wo only did a certain portion in one year, and a certain portion the next year, and one portion of tho 
scheme should be an ultimate connection with North Sydney, I. would devote my untiring/.cal to sec it accomplished. ’ ‘ ‘
522. You have no route to suggest ? I have an idea in my mind, but I am not an engineer,
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523. "We w'ould like to bear your idea ? I tbink if we want to serve the city, instead of bringing the I.E. Ives, 
whole of the work lo Kedfern, a line should start off about Stanmore, at the bottom of the Annandale
Estate, and go through that estate, following the watercourse along through Forest Lodge, coming down 20 
to Barling Barbour, going round Barling Harbour into the city (at some place or other giving convenient 
stations), and going out to serve the eastern suburbs and back. All the trouble at lledfern is caused by 
that narrow outlet in the yard. It may be a work of tho future; but still, if a scheme of that sort were 
worked out, we should not only be providing for present wants, but in twenty years the people would say 
that wc had shown some little foresight. That is my opinion of what should bo done.
524. You will allow me to suggest, on the spur of the moment, one difficulty In regard to a scheme of 
that kind, vi/,., that no line turning off at Stanmore could be of any value to the suburban passengers 
who come along the Illawarra line and the Burwood-road line ? I did not for a moment suppose that 
Bedfem station would be done away with.
525. The llailway Commissioners bring on to Kedfern station a considerable number—thousands of 
passengers—every day : they are at present concentrated there :—do you believe it is well to extend the 
railway from Kedfern to the city ? ] think, unless you are going in for some general scheme by which 
the whole of the suburbs and water-frontage are going to be accommodated, it should be a temporary 
scheme at present at Kedfern. You should make sufficient room there—you should take the Cemetery 
and the Asylum grounds, and make a loop in order to do away with tho shunting in Kedfern yard. There 
is plenty of room there.
525. That does not solve the question of the city railway? Ho; but I say for a temporary measure it 
would answer. The yards at Kedfern are so cramped.
527. Boes it seem probable to you that since these suburban passengers are concentrated at Kedfern it 
might be well to loot for an extension to the city from that point? If it were possible to do so.
328. Suppose Hyde Bark were an open space, not used for any purpose ; suppose it were not a park, then 
would you extend the railway from Kedfern ? Hot unless I could see my way to continue it to the 
suburbs, and to the waters of the harbour.
529. That is to Circular Quay and to the eastern suburbs ? Yes.
530. Are you aware that the Engiueer-in-Chief for Railways regards it, and that the late Chief Commis
sioner for Kail ways regarded it, as one of the salient ail vantages of this St. James’-road scheme that it 
could be readily extended to Circular Quay and to the eastern suburbs ? Ho ; I was not aware that it was 
intended to extend it to Circular Quay from Hyde Bark. '
531. Were you aware that it was possible that it could be extended? There is nothing impossible in 
engineering at the present time.
532. It, was designed exactly with that end in view ;—does that remove from your mind the objection you 
had with regard to the ultimate possibilities of tho line—I am not now talking of the Park at all? 1 do 
not think it is a suitable place, and as yon are laving a line of electric tramway up George-street from 
Circular Quay to carry the 0,000,000 passengers who travel from Horth Shore in the year, there is no 
necessity to bring the railway down there.
533. On the 10th April, 1890, you gave evidence with regard to the construction of that electric tram
way ? Yes.
534. And you pointed out very clearly that no tramway could do the work of the city, and that one of 
your principal reasons against the construction of that tramway was that it would delay the extension of 
the city railway ? Yes. That is what I say now, that one is cutting tho throat of the other. We should 
never have both,
535. On that occasion you gave the following evidence :—

1S2J). According to the evidence of scientific men electric tramways are better than any other system that has yet 
been discovered ;—do you not think that Sydney should be as well off as other cities m regard to modes of transit? I 
quite agree with that view, and I think that we are a long way behind now ; but if you want to bring Sydney ahead you 
must extend the railway from Redfern to Circular Quay. It costs me as much to travel from Rcdfern to my office as it 
does to travel 14 miles on the railways.

? Yes.
530. Since an electric tramway is to be built from Circular Quay to Kedfern, is there any need, in your 
opinion, to extend the railway from liedfern to Circular Quay ? I think we should certainly have a goods 
line to the waters of the harbour.
537. But for passengers ? 1 would point out that, as you are going to rim an electric tramway from
Circular Quay to Kedfern station and to Harris-strect, it would be a suicidal policy to bring a railway 
merely for the passenger traffic down to Circular Quay.
538. In your opinion, is an extension of the railway from Kedfern to Circular Quay justifiable for passenger 
traffic, in view of the construction of the electric tramway? If you are going to run an electric tramway 
along George-street to carry the 5,000.000 passengers who travel by the North Shore ferry, and you make 
a point of saving that your railway should come to Circular Quay to carry the same number of people, 
one or the other of them will certainly not be of very much use.
539. Speaking as Mayor of Sydney, with a full knowledge of the trade and the business and the traffic of 
the city, in view of tho fact that almost immediately an electric tramway will be constructed up George- 
street from Circular Quay to Kedfern. is it justifiable, in your opinion, to extend the railway system of tho 
Colouy to Circular Quay ? Personally, I would prefer to see a railway to Circular Quay, and not an 
electric tramway.
540. But since the electric tramway is to be constructed, in your opinion should the railway be extended?
I would not give way to anybody in saying that tho railway should not be extended. 1 say it should be 
extended.
541. With an electric tramway in existence, you maintain that there should he an extension of the railway
from Kedfern to Circular Quay ? It is quite probable that in a short space of time there will he work for .
them to do. ‘
542. We understand that that influences you in giving your reply, and that you maintain your old 
position ? Exactly.
543. Will you fell us the route by which you would propose to go from Kedfern to Circular Quay? Ho.
I am not an engineer, and I Aiill not pretend to enter into the question of the route.
544. Can you give us an idea of the value of what the resumptions would be, in one instance with bare
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land, and in the other instance with buildings on the hud, taking any area you see fit in the city—-for 
instance, taking the area- along Elizabeth-street between Market-street and Park-street, how much of the 
value is made up of buildings, and how much is made up of land ;—the (rovernment proposal is to take 
bare land or park land with no buildings on it; but in the case of any other city railway you must for a 
site for the station take land with buildings on it? J could not give you that information at- the present 
moment, but I could get very near to an approximate value later on by making inquiry.
545. Can you give us an idea of the price for which an area of 10 acres required for the central station 
could he obtained ? I have not gone into the matter.
546. Would £1,00'),005 be too much to pay for it? I could not give you any idea, Yalues, as everyone 
knows, are very different from what -they were a few years ago.
547. An area of 10 acres will approximately be required for a central station similar to the station shown 
on tho plan here do you believe that £ 1,000.000 would be a cheap amount to pay for such an area P It 
all depends on the situation of the land. If you tell me the area you have in your mind s eye I might 
give you an idea of its value.
548. I imagined that you might have had an area and a site which you have thought would be a suitable 
one, in order to make a comparison from the standpoint of cost. Are you aware, also, that in choosing 
any site except the Park there is a difficulty to get the length and the width required to make a suitable 
station ;—for shunting purposes and for platforms a certain area is wanted, and it is difficult to got that 
area ? Yes.
549. Adjacent to Hyde Park there is an area where the High School stands, and people suggest that there 
should be a station there, but it is neither wide enough nor long enough ; you would overlap your streets. 
A city railway has to be a good piece of work to do properly the work of the Colony, and ihorefore you 
have not only the question of compensation, but also the question of closing the streets Jo consider ;— 
suppose the Government were to take from the Municipal Council streets which have been wood-blocked, 
and on which you have spent large sums, for the purpose of absorbing the area into fbc city railway- 
station site, would you require compensation for that ? Undoubtedly, unless you gave us other streets in 
the same order in return.
550. You want compensation in one form or other ? Yes.
551. It amounts to this : That unless park land is taken, the Government will have to pay for the value of 
the land, for the disruption of business, for forced sale, and also pay the City Council such demands as 
may be assessed as reasonable for the streets that are closed, and, of course, the value of the buildings? 
That is so ; but in purchasing the land there is always a residue which the Government has. The Govern
ment is in no worse position than private enterprise in other parts of the world, where they buy up, and 
pull down, and make streets, and pay themselves handsomely for it,
552. That may he correct with regard to the approach to the station—that is, the runniag-road—but I am 
speaking now of the station site, where you absorb all the area taken into the station grounds there 
would be no residue there to sell ? Ho; any block between Castlereagh-street and Elizabeth-street, I 
take it, would not be wide enough for a railway station,
553. It is not only a question of resuming property, but also a question of resuming streets, and it 
becomes a serious thing to go across a street like Castlereagh-street? Yes.
554. Do you believe the extension of the city railway should be for the whole country—that the whole of 
the trade should come in ? I believe the city railway should be constructed in such a manner that a man 
who loads his goods at the most remote port of the railway from the city should not have them disturbed 
until they are alongside, or as nearly as possible alongside, the warehouse or ship they are consigned to. I 
also believe that a man who imports goods should be able to have the trucks taken alongside the vessel, 
and to send the goods to Dubbo or Bourke straightaway from the ship’s slings.
555. "We, as a Royal Commission, looked into that aspect of the case rather fully. AVe lound that 
Sydney being a distributing depot, the goods were brought in very many instances into various warehouses 
and bonds, and there bulk was broken and the goods distributed. As far as we could gather from men 
competent to judge in regard to the trade, such as Mr. Powell, the late Collector of Customs, they were 
of opinion that a very small percentage—5 per cent.—of goods imported into Sydney go direct to the 
country ? I think those gentlemen who gave you that evidence are a long way out in their estimate. I 
.do not think anyone has had more experience in that line than myself. I have been nearly a lifetime at 
the business, and I could give you a return showing you the amount of stuff which I have sent up to 
Darling Harbour direct since the first of this month.
556. With regard to the export trade, the Commissioners believe that, being in touch with Darling
Harbour and with Darling Island, as they will be presently, and being brought into touch with 
Woolloomooloo Bay, they have ample accommodation to do for a considerable time;—however, you 
believe a railway is necessary, and that the State should resume and pay for the land, buildings, business, 
and all that sort of thing? I believe in any other course except taking Hyde Park. It is not absolutely 
necessary to go to that particular portion of the city, because the traffic will be served equally as well if 
it is taken a great deal further westward. i _
557. But almost everything west of Hyde Park is covered with a pile of splendid, buildings. Suppose 
you raze the buildings off the land, and it costs the people £1,000,000. Well, at 3 per cent., there is 
£30,000 a year, which someone has to pay ;—your Worship, I think, sees the seriousness of tho position ? 
I think wo pay a great deal too much. I think we are trying to do too much in the present generation, 
and leaving too little for the following one to do.
558. Does your Worship see that every pound spent in resumption of land, as far as railway purposes are
concerned, is so much waste ? No; because if you wanted to take my place, I should have to build 
another. If you did not give me sufficient for the place I occupy, 1 should have to find money somewhere 
else to spend to keep my business on. .
559. You do not want the store, you want the land under the store under which to put your railway or 
running-road ;—if you pull the store down, that much is waste, and it is that much more costly than if 
you have bare ground ? But is it absolutely necessary that the railway should go over where these 
buildings stand, instead of under them ?
560. Would you suggest a tunnel to carry the great population of Sydney ? We should never have such 
underground railways here as they have in London. We have only a narrow neck of land, in any case, 
,in Sydney.
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oGl. Would you regard the question of tunnels as somewhat seriously affecting the convenience and I. E, Ivos.
comfort of the travelling public? I do not think there would be any inconvenience to the travelling
public for the short tunnel which would be necessary. 20 Julr>1S!)7-
5(52.^ It would not be a short tunnel once you got down under Sydney ; the trouble is to get a suitable
station site and a running-road by which to approach that station ;—do vou know the value of Hyde Park ?
No; and I do not think anyone else does. ‘
5G3. Ton do not know what it would letch if it were put up for sale ? No ; I should not like to put a 
value on Hyde Park without some consideration.

WEDNESDAY, 2.1 JULY, 1897.

JPrtsrnt:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chajician).

The Hon. Eredeeick Thomas HnMpnERT. 

The Hon. James Hoskins.

The Hon. Chaeles James Bobehts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. Wilt.iam Joseph Teickett. 
Henry Claeke, Esq.

Feank Faenell, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq,
Thomas Henbt Hassall, Esq. 
Geoeoe Black, Esq.
Francis Auoustks Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the Eailway system of the Colony from 
the present terminus at Bedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in the 
north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road. ■

William Greenwood, A.M.I.C.E., sworn, and examined :—
561'. Chairman.'] Ton are an Associate of the Institute of Civil Engineers ? I am, and have been for W. 
about twenty years. Greenwood,
565. Are you engaged in the practice of your profession in the metropolis ? No, I am contracting. I A.M.I.C.E. 
have not been engineering for some years. a r—\
560. On the 2nd April last, before the Boyal Commission on City Bail way Extension, you gave certain 21 
evidence; do you regard that evidence to be substantially correct? Yes. I only wish to add to my 
evidence. J
567. As regards the land resumption on your scheme, you estimated for an area of acres, and the 
amount at £103,000 per acre ? Two and a half acres for a double line, and 3|- acres for four lines.
568. On that occasion you said “ On the double line there would be 45 chains 36 feet in width ; on the 
four lines, three would be the same length, 51 feet in width” ? Yes.
569. Your length of resumption is about 45 chains ? The length of resumption is 45 chains by a width
of 51 feet. Where my line passes through freehold property, it is 45 chains long, no matter whether it 
passes over it, under it, or through it. "
570. How far is it from Bedfern to Circular Quay ? 150 chains.
571. Of that length you make provision for resuming 45 chains ? That passes through freehold property) 
and the remainder is either in Government land or streets, or something which is not freehold.
672. Will you describe where the length of 45 chains is situated ? Between Campbell-street and Bathurst- 
street is 20 chains ; from the northern portion of Wynyard-square to Pitt-street is 25 chains. These are 
the only two pieces of the line which are freehold.
573. From Campbell-street, let us take your resumptions ? To the junction of George-street and Bathurst- 
street it goes at the buck of the swimming-baths, at the western end of the new Masonic Hall, across 
Liver pool-street curves round across Pitt-street near to St. Andrew’s school, crosses Pitt-street between 
that point and Union-lane, goes to the back of the Water and Sewerage Board’s office, and winds up to 
the corner of Bathurst-street and George-street.
574.. Have you an estimate of the cost of resuming those 20 chains ? Eoughly speaking, £100,000 an acre.
57;.). How have you defined your area? Fifty-four feet wide by a length of 20 chains.
5iG. Are you aware what powers the owner of an allotment has if the Government put a railway through 
any portion of it ? Yes. °
577. What are those powers ? I believe here you are compelled to take the whole, but it is also possible 
in passing a Bill for the construction of tins railway to pass a Bill which gives you power not to do that.
578. Will you explain how you make up your estimate of £100,000 an acre? T have put down £70,000 
as the market value of the land, 10 per cent, for compulsory purchase, 10 per cent, for lessee’s compen
sation, and 20 per cent, for severance. That is ample, as there is very little lessee’s compensation in this 
Colony. Ton per cent, is what Mr. Pordriau puts down for compulsory purchase, but I have also put 
dowu 10 per1 cent, for lessee’s compensation. In Sydney there are very few lessees; they are mostly 
yearly tenancies or weekly ones.
579. You state that, to the best of your belief, if the State take a portion of an allotment the owner can 
compel the State to take the whole of it ? Just so.
580. Therefore the initial cost of tho resumptions may not be limited by the area absolutely required for 
railway purposes ? Certainly not.
581. Hid you make these valuations yourself? I made them, without knowing it, in precisely the same
way as your valuer did. I did more than Mr. Perdriau did. He took the citv assessments at twenty 
years’ purchase, whereas I took the city assessments, and added one-ninth to them for the simple reason 
that they are one-ninth less than the rental value. ■
582. Irom the point you mentioned, at the corner of George-street and Bathurst-street, how then does 
your line proceed ? I cross under George-street at an angle in front of the Town Hall, and by the side 
of the markets. That takes me to York-street.
583. Are you under streets still ? Yes.
oSl, J7r. Jloberts^] Will you describe the situation of the station ? The station is really at Hepworth’s 
tailor shop. It extends back from there towards the Water and Sewerage Board’s building. The building:

would '
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Oeewood wou^ n°thing more than a big office, and a flight of stairs to the railway station. It would be a 
A.M.I.C.e! metropolitan station, and no waiting-rooms.

585. Chairman] From there yon pass under George-street by tunnel until you get into York-street ? 
21 July, 1897. York-street is in tunnel; George-street is not in tunnel.

580. What is it? It is in what you people term “ cut and cover.” _
587. You would still have the surface of the street over you V Yes ; but George-street at that point is 
90 feet wide. I propose to divide the two lines of traffic^ and take a portion for a ventilating-shaft.
588. You are sure that that is a feasible idea P It is quite feasible,
589. Your first ventilating-shaft is in the middle of George-street, which you think will not interfere 
with the traffic? Yes.
590. Will you proceed under York-street by tunnel to Wynyard-square ? Yes, 30 chains.
591. Where would your next ventilating-shaft be ? .That is a matter of detail.
592. Will there be a ventilatiug-shaft somewhere ? Yes.
593. The tunnel is under the street, and therefore the ventilating-shaft must be somewhere in the street ? 
Probably, but not necessarily.
59k. Are you prepared to say where the next ventilating-shaft would be in York-street ? There is room 
for a ventilating-shaft at Market-street and York-street. York-street is not a parallel street. Market- 
street end is not parallel to Walter Friend’s stores.
595. Mr. Mwmphcry] How do you avoid the buildings between George-street and York-street? There 
are no buildings at all—only one leg of the porch of the Town Hall.
596. Do you curve your line there ? It is nearly straight across the street. There is a slight curve
between the Markets and the Town Hall. _
597. Chairman] You think it may be possible to put a ventilating-shaft somewhere out of the street—in

' Fork-street ? Yes. ■
598. A.ro you aware that engineers and authorities in all parts of the world are pretty well unanimously 
against tunnels if they can possibly be avoided ? Yes.
599. Why do you believe tunnels are undesirable? Because I prefer daylight, most assuredly.
600. Do you think the smoke will cause any difficulty ? Ho.
601. Aro there satisfactory vontilaling-shai'ts used in other parts of the world? Yes. _
602. Are you aware that the Board of Trade has refused to have any more underground railways worked
hy steam in Great Britain ? I am aware that the Kaihvay Commissioners in this Colony have no Board 
of Trade to control them ; they can do just as they please. _
603. I ask you whether, in those countries where they have had most experience of underground railways 
and the working of them, you are aware what the attitude of the authorities is ? I do not know ; but 
Mr. Thow in his evidence before the Boyal Commission has told you that there is no difficulty in ventilating 
a tunnel 30 chains long.
604. We have got by tunnel as far as Wynyard-street;—from there what happens, iu your scheme ? A 
daylight station at Wynyard-square. The resumption begins at the northern side of Margaret-street.
605. Where does tho ojien-air line terminate? Wherever the line terminates—at Macquarie-street.
606. Where you commence to descend towards Circular Quay, what do you propose to do there;—do you 
follow the contour of the country right down, or is the line, abreast of the Quay, above or below the level 
of the street in front of the Custom House? The highest point of the line is at Wynyard-square 
station, so that in the future if a bridge be built to Horth Shore the junction will be at Wynyard-square 
station. From there I start to fall, and I fall down to Circular Quay. At the Quay I am 13 feet below 
the roadway at the Custom House. The object of that is to go by tunnel to Horth Shore in future, or by 
horse-ferry or hy a sub-aqueous tunnel.
607. Do you know how much space you require to have between a running-road and a bridge to enable 
ordinary engines to pass under it ? About 4 ft. 3 in. or 4 ft. 4 in. from the running-road.
60S. What height will the bridge require to be ? I think Mr. Deane’s height is 15 feet. In England 
every railway company has to work to Board of Trade rules. At home 14 feet is the standard height, 
but hero there is no Board of Trade, and it has been a case of go-as-you-please.
609. Will the top of the funnels of the engines be above the level of the surface at Circular Quay ? 
Yes. I do not think the funnel is the tallest point.
610. Mr. Wright] Is not 13 ft. 6 in. the recognised high gauge for all railway bridges here? Ho. The 
Metropolitan Hallway constructed their lines with a headway of 13 ft, 6 in. I have built them with a 
headway of 13 ft. 9 in. and passed the Board of Trade myself.
611. But here it is 13 ft. 6 in. 2 It is more than that.
612. Chairman] Taking the standard here ar 14 ft. 6 in., what height is your road below the surface of
the roadway in front of the Custom House at Circular Quay ? Thirteen feet roughly. _
6L3. You have to lift the road 18 inches ? Ho; I am iu open cutting from Wynyard-street to Macquarie- 
street.
614. There is a considerable amount of traffic to the Custom House and on Circular Quay ? Yes.
615. If trains requiring a headway of 14 ft. 6 in. are lo ruu through there, and your open cut is only
13 feet deep, a height of 18 inches is rendered necessary to enable the traffic to be carried on? That 
section show's that Loftus-street and Elizabeth-street are coupled together and taken over the top of the 
railway. •
616. Are you going to lift the road iu front of the Custom House? Yes ; tho two cross roads, Loftus-
street and Elizabeth-street, will be carried across the railway. 1 ^
617. Where it is necessary, in front of the Custom House, and between the Custom House and Horth 
Shore Ferry, and other places where vour road is running, you are going to raise the roadway IS 
inches ? Yes, for the width of the roact itself. If it is a 66-foot road, I will raise a width of 66 feet.
618. For such widths as are necessary you are going to raise the road 18 inches ? Yes.
619. How wide will your railway works be in front of the Custom House? Forty-eight feet. In England
I have built them 46 ft. . . r
620. Over a portion of that 48 ft. there will have to be a crest in the road, or an alteration made ? There 
is the bridge raised 2 ft. above the roadway.
621. Do you regard that as any obstruction to the traffic ? Hot the slightest. The level of the road, in a
line with the Custom House, either at Loftus-street or Elizabeth-street, is as high as the road will be over 
the crown of the railway. 622.
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622. 'What will he the grade of the line from Wynyard-square to Circular Quay? It is 1 In 60. 
According to that section it can be improved to 1 in 06.
623. I our first cost is £259,000 ? Yes ; but tho land per acre is valued at £103,600.
624. How much do you add on to that ? Fifty per cent.
625. That brings it up to £370,000;—is it reasonable to infer that if the width of the line is increased to 
100 ft. it will increase the cost to £740,000 ? You are starting on the assumption'that there is 100 ft. 
of land.

tv.
Greenwood,
A.M.LC.E.
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626. Mr. Sievers states that he does not think a strip of land 100 ft. wide from Redfern to Circular Quay 
ean he obtained for £1,800,000 on the western side of tho city ? Mr. Perdriau and Mr. Sievers value 
their land at market value—at a lower price than I value the land per acre.
627. I want to know what will he the cost of the line if it goes through private land all the wav, and is
100 ft. wide? It will be £2,466,000. ■ “
628. In a letter to the Seereiary to the Royal Commission on City Railway Extension, Mr. Sievers,
Government Land Yaluer, says :—■ J

I do not think a strip of land 100 feet in width extending from Redfern to the Quay, comprising an area of 20 acres 
could he obtained for an expenditure of £1,800,000 on the western side of the city.
What comment do you make on that statement? It confirms what Mr. Perdriau said.
629. That is correct ? It is not correct to say that you cannot get the land for that sum. I say you can.
630. You quite agree with Mr. Sievers and clearly with Mr. Perdriau in regard to that statement? For 
20 acres, that is £90,000 an acre; but I have reckoned at £103,600 an acre.
631. You say a strip of land, being 100 feot wide, extending from Redfern to Circular Quay and embracing 
an area of 20 acres could be obtained for an expenditure of how much on the western side of the city? 
£2,072,000.
632. That is your estimate if it be necessary to take a strip of land 100 feet wide from Circular Quay to
Redfern ? Yes, if it is on private laud. '
633. By the route you suggest yon say you can get from Redfern to Circular Quay by taking a length of
only 45 chains of privately-owned land ? Yes, and that will cost £370,000. ’
634. Mr. Wright If the width of the strip is doubled, what will it cost? It will be in proportion ; but 
the width is ample for the work to be done.
635. Chairman!] Having got down to Circular Quay you are down 13 feet under the level of fhe road ; 
aud bow do you propose to got your traffic back to Redfern? I do not propose to stop there; I propose 
to go round to the eastern suburbs. My line is a circular one; there is no terminal station, except at the 
Benevolent Asylum station.
636. Ho yo bring the long-distance traffic on from Redfern ? Ho ; I stop it at Redfern.
637. You bring along only the suburban traffic? Yes, and it is 91 per cent, of the whole of the traffic.
638. Having got to Circular Quay you explain that your scheme is not complete, and that it requires to 
be extended to the eastern suburbs ? Yes.
639. Have you any idea of the cost of that extension ? Roughly speaking about £50,000 a mile for the
remainder of the distance. “
640. What is the length from Circular Quay to the eastern suburbs’? It depends on bow small or large 
a circle you have, but approximately it is 12 miles.
641. You only have the cost of construction, not the cost of resumption ? Ho. Approximately, from 
Circular Quay round to Woolloomooloo, Darliughurst, Paddington, Waverley, Woollahra, and Randwick, 
joining the main line at St. Peters or Erskineville, the distance will be 12 miles.
642. Suppose the State is not prepared to build more than a city railway at present, bow does your scheme 
stand then ? You can only, for the time being, get as far as the Quay; but it is an incomplete scheme then.
643. Will you explain to the Committee the temporary shunting arrangements until the eastern suburbs 
railway is constructed ? The station reaches from Pitt-street to the “ Paragon Hotel,” aud the ground 
from the Paragon Hotel to Phillip-street will be sufficient for shunting the trains.
644. What length is that ground ? Eight or 9 chains.
645. And the width ? If you make a temporary shunting-ground, you can make it any width you like.
046. You are going to shunt all your suburban passenger traffic, which is 91 per cent, of the whole of the 
trains, on a certain area which you describe? 1 merely say that that is a portion of a circular line, and 
it is an incomplete line. If you say that you are going to be a year or two before you complete that line, 
you must make some temporary arrangements. If I were Engineer-m-Chief for tho Railway Commis
sioners, I should have no difficulty in making those arrangements. *
647. It is perfectly clear, without defining it by one year or two, that your scheme is not complete until 
the eastern line is built;—and since the State may not, for a number of years, be prepared to extend the 
railway to the eastern suburbs, you have to make shunting arrangements in order to deal with 91 per cent, 
of the passenger traffic at Circular Quay ? I could make temporary shunting arrangements in the 8 or 9 
chains I spoke of. If I had not sufficient room there, I could go further under the Domain, making a 
portion of my eastern suburbs extension, and utilising that ground, for the time being, for shunting 
purposes.
648. Mr. Wright.} It may be permanent shunting-ground for ten or twenty years? Ho. The Chief
Commissioner for Railways said seven years ago that it was a scandal that the tramways to the eastern 
suburbs were doing railway work. '
649. Chairman!] You say your length is 8 or 9 chains, and for shunting purposes you can use any width 
you like? For a temporary purpose, most decidedly. The rest of it would be done beyond the station.
650. Would it be underground ? Ho ; it is in open cutting. ”
651. ‘Will you tell us exactly where you propose to shunt your trains ? I do not propose to shunt; I
propose to make a railway. " 1
652. We want to know exactly where you propose to make temporary provision for shunting? I would 
shunt on the 10 chains which are beyond the station.
653. How many lines would you have beyond the station? The temporary lines are only intended to he 
two ; but as regards permanent lines, you could put down four if you liked.
654. Would they be on the surface ? Ho, they are 13 feet below the road.
655. You proposed to shunt 91 per cent, of the railway passenger traffic of this city in a cutting
beyond Circular Quay ? Yes. On my line all the shunting is done behind the traffic, but at Redfern 
station all the shunting is done before the traffic. (SSG.



•- 316

30 , rAKLIAMENTART STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

G d ^'0W rnany lines would you propose to lay down to do this shunting? Perhaps two more lines. 
aImJLCJe’ ^>ri' ^ou thfct four lines will do all the shunting that may be necessary? The ground I referred

to would he five times the sixe of the tramway shunting-yards in Bridge-street. A tram consists of 
21 July, 1897. ^ree oars, a train probably has eight carriages at the most. I should think five times as many trams 

are shunted in Bridge-street as trains arc shunted in Bedfern station.
G5S. J/r. Wright^] 1,100 trams a day arc shunted in Bridge-street and from 700 to 800 trains a day are 
shunted in Bedfern yard ? No ; only about 120 suburban trains a day come into Bedfern station.
659. Chairman.] Ton say that with two more lines beyond what you intend to put down beyond Circular 
Quay, you will be able to do the shunting ? Because I am behind my station, and not in front of it, as 
at Bedfern.
660. Tou think you can ? I am certain; I do not think.
661. What will it cost ? f2,000,Svhich is a mere nothing. .
662. Tou are going to put an open cutting to extend 8 or 10 chains beyond Phillip-street towards the 
eastern suburbs to shunt your traffic beyond the Quay? Not beyond Circular Quay, I said beyond the 
Paragon Hotel. If there were three times the number of trains that come into Bedfern station I could 
shunt them on that ground.
663. How wide would the ground be ? If there were four lines of rails, it would be about 54 feet wide.
664. "Would you want two more lines ? I do not want two more. There is not the slightest difficulty 
about doing the shunting there.
665. Tou think four lines will he sufScient for your ordinary r'oad ? Tou have only four lines nowin
any part of the Colony. , ‘
666. Ho you think that four lines will ,be sufficient for your ordinary road ? I am certain that two lines 
will be sufficient if there was no provision made for a North Shore connection,
667. Tou think it will bring in ail the suburban traffic ? Tes.
668. Have you any idea whether there wall be any need to have a resting place to keep to the time-tables ? 
Certainly not; you have no resting place now, Tour trains come in to Bedfern, and are due to go away 
in two minutes with another engine. In a busy time you never keep a train standing at Bedfem station.
669. We get down to Circular Quay as you describe, and there we make a temporary shunting arrange
ment until such time as the eastern suburbs line is constructed ? Tes.
670. But on this line you do not intend to bring in any of the long-distance traffic ? It is accommodated
either at Eedlern station or at the new station at the Benevolent Asylum grounds. I do not confine 
myself to Bedfem station. I say you cannot make an up-to-date station on that site, and that it will be 
advisable to make a new station for long-distance traffic at the Benevolent Asylum grounds, where the 
suburban trains will all call. *
671. Have you taken into consideration the fact that an electric tramway up George-street is to be 
constructed, and that your line will be rather close to that electric tramway ? It will not make one pin 
of difference. There are just as many cabs and ’buses in Sydney now as there were before the trams 
were built. The electric trams in George-street will deal with only local traffic. The ’bus runs 
parallel with the tram down Crown-street and Oxford-street, and the fact of the electric tram being in 
George-street will make no difference to the railway.
672. Mr. JTmnpheryA In your scheme, you allow practically all terminal arrangements to continue at 
Bedfern, but on a new site ? On a new site, hut not necessarily at once.
673. And you provide for 9-I0ths of the whole traffic (which you estimate to be about the proportion of 
the suburban traffic to the whole) by a lino from Bedfern. to Circular Quay, as shown on your map ? 
Tes ; I practically provide four city stations in lieu of one. On the first page of the last report the 
Chief Commissioner says that there ought to be several stations in the city instead of one, and instances 
Melbourne and other places where there are several stations.
674. Tou propose to have on the Benevolent Asylum site your principal station and all terminal arrange
ments, with the exception of a continuous line from Bedfern to Circular Quav for the suburban traffic ? 
Tes. ^
675. And eventually to continue that line to St. Peters by a circular railway? That is so.
676. Tour proposal really amounts to the original scheme—to place a new station on the Benevolent 
Asylum site ? Tes.
677. But you say that in order to meet the requirements of the suburban passenger traffic you continue 
the line from Bedfern as shown on your plan? Tes. The Benevolent Asylum station was intended to 
accommodate 100 per cent, of the traffic, because it was a terminal station. ' In my case it is not a terminal 
station, except for long-distaneo traffic.
678. That, briefly, is your case? Tes. In reference to the cost, I have put it down at £750,000. The Chief 
Commissioner said that the line ought to go on the western side of the city, but that the only objection 
was the great cost of the necessary land resumptions, and the cost of the resumptions was put down at 
£1,583,000. But my line can bo constructed for a third of the cost of any line put forward by the 
Department. Mr. Deane’s line was to cost £2,583,000. I propose to do it for a third of the money. 
That removes the Chief Commissioner’s objection to taking the railway on tbo western side of the city,
679. Jl/r. Jjlacl:.] "With reference to the proposal to divide George-street for the purpose of light and 
ventilation, how do you propose to do that? 1 would take a portion of the street away and let daylight 
down into the railway. George-street is 80 or 90 feet wide at that point, but at King-street it is only 40 
feet vido. If you take away 20 feet in the middle it will leave George-street 60 or 70 feet wide by the 
Town Hall.
680. Do you propose to divide the traffic at that point in George-street hy means of an open iron railing ?
Tes. , .
681. Is it a necessity with your scheme to do that? It is not a necessity, but I think it is advisable to 
let daylight down whenever yon get an opportunity.
682. Is there any other place in your route where it could be done with greater advantage ? Tou could 
get several ventilating-stations on the line of tunnel.
683. Could it be done with more advantage in some place where yon aro passing through blocks of land ?
I am never in tunnel in blocks of land.
084. Mr. Wright.] "Will your proposed opening in George-street have any effect on the electric tramway 
to bo constructed in that street? No. '

. . ’ 685. -
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<385. Would you fork your line at that point ? Tes; you have separate wire for eacli road, and tho 
wires will simply separate at the ventilating-shaft.
<386. 11 your roadway at Circular Quay is i3^ feet below the present roadway, you will be 5 or 6 feet 
under high-water mark ? Yes. "
<»87. Do you know the nature of the country down there ? Yes; I have put drains all over the Quay. 
6S8. Would there he any difficulty experienced in going to that depth ? .Not the slightest difficulty, In 
the case of a viaduct it is necessary to go down to the rock for the foundation, but in the case' of the 
cutting you will merely put in concrete walls and invert.
686. Are you conversant with the traffic requirements ? Yes.
690. Very often a number of trains come iu which do not want to go out again. Suppose you have six 
or seven trains, each 700 feet long, where would you accouunodate them on that 10 chains of roadway? 
Your longest train is 400 feet.
691. All the platforms on the proposed station at Hyde Park are to be 700 feet long? Your engines will
not pull a train more than 400 feet long on your suburban lines. Your long distance trains might by 
•cbance bo longer than 400 feet. ”
692. They pull six or seven carriages ? Carriages of 48 feet each.
693. I think J:ho length of the carriages is nearer 60 feet. We are told by the traffic authorities that 
they require 700-foot platforms for the trains to ruu up to ? Thai is for long distance trains.
694. Do you think your proposed double roadway will give you anything like sufficient room to accommo
date the t raffic which streams into Eedforn yard, outside the mail trains. Take a holiday for instance when 
we are told the trains are so numerous, that Redfern yard with thirteen or fourteen platforms is unable to 
accommodate them, and they have to run passenger trains over to tho goods side. Whether you do your 
shunting behind or before your train, you must have standing room for your trains which it is necessary 
to retain in the yard ;—have you anything like sufficient standing room on the road you propose to provide 
for the accommodation of all the traffic which comes into Redfern ? Yes, with this proviso, that you may 
make a portion of the line towards the eastern suburbs of whatever length you like to make room for 
those trains. v

W.
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695. That is, to go under the Domain ? Yes.
696. Your contention is that if the accommodation for shunting which you propose to provide is not 
sufficient, you can, by fresh expenditure, by a prolongation of the eastern line provide any amount of 
accom inodatio n ? Yes.
697. But suppose some two or three disabled engines should come in with half a dozen carriages attached ? 
Which cannot happen.
698. An engine may arrive in such a state that she is unsafe to go out again? Then either one of two 
things can take place. You can either put on another engine to pull that engine down as far as you like 
out of the road and leave her there until night, or have a steam-crane and pick the thing up out of your 
road if it is in the way.
699. ^ our contention is that the accommodation you propose to provide is sufficient iu the event of 
contingencies of this kind arising, to enable a damaged engine to be drawn to Redfern ? There is no 
trouble about that.
700. Mr. Hoskins.] Would you have a movable crane to lift up the carriages? If an engine breaks down 
in the bush, she has to stop there until you send for a steam-crane.
701. "Would it do to have the delay which happens to an engine in the country, that is on a holiday or a
busy time when you are sending out trains every 10 or 15 minutes ? If the engine cannot work in steam, 
you have to uncouple her, and push her down with another engine. .
702. To Woolloomooloo Bay ? Would there be room there for that? Push her down to the dead-end
of the siding and leave her there. ■
703. To Woolloomooloo ? Under the Domain,
701. Mr. Roberts.] Does it not appear to you that great inconvenience wouldbe experienced by passengers 
in long-distance trains in having to alight at the Benevolent Asylum station? Ho. There is no more 
central point in Sydney than the Benevolent Asylum, and in years to come it will be still more central than 
it is. There is no place you can mention where the cab fare will not be precisely the same whether the 
station is at St. James’-road or at the Benevolent Asylum site.
705. Is it not a fact that most of the long-distance passengers will find it more convenient to go to King- 
street ? Most assuredly not. They have luggage which has to go into a cab, and Redfern station is 
most central.
706. _ Does it not appear to you that great dissatisfaction will be expressed by the travelling public on 
finding that they have to change at the Benevolent Asylum station to get to the northern portion of the 
city if your scheme is carried out ? No.
707. They will have to change, or to take a cab ? People who travel long distances as a rule have luggage. 
They cannot carry their luggage they must take a cab.
708. Assuming that an agitation is got up by long-distance travellers, and the Government are anxious 
to meet their wishes, will you be able under your scheme to continue the line from the Benevolent 
Asylum site to Circular Quay with a view to bringing down the long-distance traffic to that point? The 
rails being there, you can run trains if you like. You would never think of doing such a thing. 
Only 4 per cent, of the long-distance passengers would use the station.
709. Why? The 9 per cent, long-distance traffic includes every train which comes from beyond 
Parramatta, and the Campbelltown trains will presently become suburban trains.
710. Will it be practicable to extend this long-distance traffic to Circular Quay, or even to Wynyard- 
square? No ; the long-distance traffic is provided for at the Benevolent Asylum site.
711- Does that not appear to you to be a weak point of your scheme? No; I have been in Sydney 
eighteen years, and I know Sydney as well as anyone does, and there is no point to which you wish to get 
for which Redfern is not quite as central as St. James’-road is.
712. 1 suppose it will be possible to continue the long-distance traffic to Circular Quay by your sebeme, 
but tbe expense will be very much increased? No ; you must provide a long-distance station somewhere.
713. Do you not think it would be an improvement to your scheme if a long-distance station were provided
north of the Benevolent Asylum ? Most assuredly not. .
714. Have you prepared an estimate of what the cost would he ? No; because I would not adopt such
A scheme. 715.
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Orcemvood 715. "Why,—on the ground of expense ? Svdney is situated on a peninsula. It is useless to talte 
A.M.LC.E.’ cvorybody to the point of that peninsula ; they do not want to go there. If a man resides at the Glebe, 

or at Woollahra, why should I bring him out of his way for nothing.
21 July, 1S97. 7IB. TJndoubledly tho cost would he enormous, even compared with your estimate for dealing only with 

suburban traffic ? The cost of the line would be no more. The only cost would be tbe cost of a railway 
station to accommodate that traffic.
717. There would be the cost of the land resumption ? Iso; I have four lines, and you have only four 
lines anywhere in the Colony.
71S. Would four lines be sufficient to deal with fhe long-distance traffic in addition to the suburban 
traffic ? T say I do not propose to bring them there. It is only 9 per cent, of the total traffic, and in 
time it may grow to 5 per cent. The line is.sufficient to carry the traffic for tho next 100 years.
719. Until the eastern suburbs extension takes place—and none of us knows whether it will happen in 
five or twenty years—will not great inconvenience be experienced in shunting ;—will it not be a dead-end 
station at Circular Quay P Tes ; the llailway Commissioners proposed to make a terminal station on the 
site of the Custom House.
720. Do you feel perfectly satisfied in your own mind that at this dead-end station, which you regard as a 
temporary one, tbe work will be satisfactorily carried out if your scheme is adopted? Tes; 1 have plenty 
of room there for shunting purposes.
721. Mr. JPegan.-} Will you state definite reasons why you oppose tbo sebeme to extend the railway to 
St. ,Tames’-road ? In the first place you cannot earn one penny of revenue. Whatever revenue you get 
you take from the tramways—you rob the tramways. I am dealing with the present, and not with the 
growth of population.
722. I want you to deal with tbe proposal before the Committee;—have you any other reason to adduce 
■why it should not be adopted? Tou say that at Redfern tho trouble is with the shunting. Under this 
proposal you have just the same trouble, except that you shift it half a mile or a mile further down. Tou 
have precisely the same thing to do there as you have to do at Redfern, and what is more, you have lo do 
it in two-thirds of the room you do it in at Redfern. Redfern yard has an area of 27 acres. Three acres 
of that area are occupied by the Darling Harbour branch and the goods line, so that there are 23 acres 
available for the passenger traffic. At Hyde Park you have only 10 acres. The length from Clcveland- 
street tunnel to Devonshire-street is about 25 chains; from the back crossing of Darling Harbour goods 
branch is roughly 22 or 23 chains. The total length you have in St. James’ yard is 1,000 feet, which is 
roughly 15 chains. Tou have 15 chains of room at Hydo Park as against 23 chains in Redfern yard.
723. Can you define any other reason against the proposal ? Tou cannot possibly get io Horth Shore hy 
a bridge from there ; that is admitted by everybody. At the present time (he population of New Tork is 
1,750,000. and the population of Brooklyn is i.000,000. Fifty years ago, Hew Tork and Brooklyn were 
identical in population with S}rdney and North Shore, so that looking forward fifty years, we shall be 
in the same position in regard to population as New Tork and Brooklyn.
724. Do you really think so ? 1 think the growth of Sydney will be greater as a freetrade port than the
growth of New Tork and Brooklyn,
725. Do you think that the reason of that increase was the proximity of over-populated countries to 
America ? Tes,
72(1 Tou cannot expect the same immigration to take place to Australia as has taken place to America ? 
There is the natural increase in population. I take it that the growth of Sydney and North Shore will be 
quite equal to tho growth of New Tork and Brooklyn in fifty years, 70,000 passengers a day come in 
from Brooklyn to New Tork. Tou have only 15,000 passengers a day coming into Redfern.
727. Chairman.'] That is incorrect; but it does not matter? I Ido not make a misstatement. I take
tbe figures which Mr. MeUaehlan gave in his report. •
728. The Railway Commissioners statement to the Committee is that 20,000 passengers a day come into 
Redfern? I base my statement on Mr. M’Lachlan’s evidence which is published in this book.
729. Tou get your result by adding Sundays in and dividing the total by 365 ? Just so. At the present 
time 70,000 passengers a day come in from Brooklyn to New Tork, and I believe that in fifty years there 
will probably be tbe same number a day crossing from North Shore to Sydney. By my scheme you can 
make a bridge from Wynyard-square station, but by the other scheme you cannot cross by a bridge.
730. Nor by a tunnel underneath ? Whether you can get a tunnel or not, it means 2i miles of tunnel. 
The first Royal Commission decided in favour of a bridge. Mr. Deane has favoured a bridge. Mr. 
Hickson, and I think Mr. Darley have favoured a bridge. 1 think no one has favoured a tunnel except 
the Chief Commissioner, To get a tunnel means a grade of 1 in 35, and you Can guess what that will

. mean in working the traffic. To Circular Quay you can get from that station, but it will be quite
impracticable to do so ; it has a grade of 1 in 40. It will mean a further terminal station in Government 
House grounds. It will be in tunnel the whole way—from 40 to 50 chains of tunnel on a grade of I in 
40 or 1 in 45.
731. Mr. Fegan.] Which will not he inconvenient, and which I understand from your evidence, can be 
thoroughly ventilated according to Mr. Tho w’s opinion ? That one can be ventilated, but it will only take 
you from there to the Quay. To get to tbe eastern suburbs you must go through a tunnel from tbe 
Domain. It will necessitate a junction in that station-yard and on tbe plan which accompanies tho 
report of the recent Commission you will find three junctions shown in tunnels,—three things which no 
engineer would put his name to. I think you will find from Mr. Deane’s replies and the reply of the 
late Chief Commissioner (questions 2G35, 2649, and 2707) that there is no intention to make a line to 
Circular Quay or to tbe eastern suburbs for the next twenty years.
732. Do 1 understand that another reason why you oppose the scheme is that no provision is made to 
extend the line to the eastern suburbs, or to Circular Quay ? Tes, it is not shown on the Departmental 
plan of the St. James’-road scheme. Assuming tbe growth of the traffic to be fourfold, Mr. Deane in 
reply to questions said when St. James’-road station grew to be too small, he would relieve that station 
by lowering a line to Circular Quay, and taking a line to the eastern suburbs, and the late Chief 
Commissioner iu reply to Mr.1 O’Connor gave similar replies. Another reason is that the Chief Com
missioner (question 2707) says when his station gets too small he will make a new line, probably a line 
on tbe western side of tbe city,
733. One of your reasons is not because it is Intended to resume or take part of Hyde Park for railway
purposes ? No, not necessarily. 734.
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734. As an engineer, and a business man, you believe that sentiment should not stand in the way if it is W, 
tho host site in your opinion? If that ground were of no value at all, and it were given to me as an Afl^CE
engineer to put a station on, and I had to ask people to subscribe the capital, I would not go to them, ..............
because I could not say to the public that there would be any revenue to be earned. ;
733. On the other hand, if it ean be shown to you that from its opening a line from Bedfern to Hydo 
Park would pay not only the interest, but the working expenses, the trouble would not be with the Park 
as far as you are concerned ? Ho, not necessarily.
730. One of your reasons is not because it is proposed to lay violent hands upon the Park ? No; it is quite 
clear that three-fourths of the traffic which comes into Bedfern station goes by other means than the 
railway tram. I contend that those passengers would be taken by the line I suggest. If you take the 
3,000,000 railway passengers who now go by tram to the city, you will simply be transferring the money 
from one pocket to another. As regards the 0,000,000 passengers who now walk or take a ’bus from tbe 
station, a working man who wishes to go to Wynyard-square has to pay 2d. each way by'bus or 2s. a week, 
but a workman's ticket is only fid. per mile per week, and by my route it would cost a workman 3d. a 
week, instead of 2a. by ’bus. 1 am certain that the bulk of those who walk or get into a ’bus wTould take 
the train I provide on my route.
737. Ton think the proposal you advocate would pay better and be more convenient than tbe other, and 
that it would be easier to cross to North Shore from your line than from the other? Tes; you can go 
over by bridge, or by tunnel, or by train ferry. In addition to the 9,000,000, passengers who arrive 
at Bedfern, and do not travel to the city by tram, 6,000,000 passengers a year are landed at the North 
Shore and Manly ferries, and I take it that a great portion of those passengers would ride possibly to 
Wynyard-square. Then you have fi,000,COO or 4,000,000 passengers who come to the ferries at the foot 
of Brskme-street and King-street. Tou would get a lot of local traffic along the Hue which passes from 
Bedtcrn to the Quay, but you could get no local traffic on the Governmcntline, except railway passengers,
A, number of people in George-street, who are not railway travellers, will take the train at the Cathedral 
and ride to the Quay.
738. They might be tram passengers on the construction of the electric tram ? It is a recognised thing 
amongst railway men that increased facilities cause increased traffic. No matter what facilities you give, 
you find that traffic grows to it. I do not think the electric tram will make one penny difference.
739. C//airman.] Tou contend that the electric tram will not affect your line, but tbe steam tram will 
affect the Government proposal ? What I said was that that railway will fake passengers from tho 
tramway and carry them by railway.
740. It will not happen with the electric tram in the case of your proposal? No; it will create new
traffic. ” .
741. Mr. J/bt/a//.] .Did it never strike you that tho objections you raise to the St. .Tames’-road extension 
can be raised to an extension to Bathurst-street or the other streets you mentioned—that no revenue 
will be derived from that portion of the traffic ? The 9,000,000 passengers who como to Bedfern, and 
who do not use the tram, will travel by my line.
742. Tou think your line would cope with that traffic, while tho present tramway would still cope 
with the 3,000,000 passengers who ride ? -No ; the tramway traffic would be transferred into the railway.
743. ion cannot have both lots? These 3,000,000 passengers would then go by the railway. The 
Irani way traffic docs not grow ; it has been stagnant for years.
744. On account of the insufficient accommodation ? No ; it is on account of the charges, I take it. A 
few weeks ago the Herald published a long article in its commercial column on the growth of the traffic.
There has been no growth of tram traffic for some years past. The passenger traffic to Bedfern hy train 
is doubled every eight years; but the tram traffic from tho railway station is stagnant. In 1888 the total 
number of passenger fares collected on the tramway was 51,01)0,000, and in 1896 it was only 53,000,000, 
or a growtli of 4 per cent iu eight years. In 1883, on the suburban railways, the number of miles 
travelled was 70,000,000, and in .1896 it was 104,000,000, so that the growth was practically 50 per cent.
If in eight years’ time the traffic from Bedfern station is doubled, and the same proportion maintained, 
there will bo only 3.000,000 passengers travelling by tramway, but there will be 21,000,000 passengers 
travelling by some other way, and these I say will go by my line and the electric tram,
745. Vou think your scheme would cope with that traffic more successfully than would this proposal?
Tes.
746. Have you exhausted your reasons why you oppose the St. James’s-road scheme? Again my line 
permits of goods and trucks being taken alongside every wharf or every ship at Circular Quay, aud if 
you like you can take tbe line round to Barling Harbour. My rails are 13 feet below the road at the 
Paragon Hotel, and from there I put in a rising grade which brings me outon the Quay, roughly speaking, 
at McMahon’s store, where the sailing ships are berthed. From that point you cau lay a siding along the 
eastern side of the Quay with a back shunt to ihe warehouses, and lay another line to the western side 
of the Quay, and continue that lino round the Government land.
7-47. In your estimate you have not made provision for these extensions? No estimate is put down for 
the cost of the extensions, but I show you that my seheme is capable of carrying the trucks to the ships 
side, The oilier scheme cannot do anything of the kind.
74S. Mr.BlmkT] Do you think it wise to mix up the goods traffic and the passenger traffic? On that 
question a good deal of nonsense is talked. Goods and passengers travel on the same lines all over the 
country.
749. Do yon think your four lines will be capable of doing it? Tou have only four lines to do it now.
If the four lines were not capable of doing it in the daytime, you could do it at night-time.
750. Mr. IPe-ffan. ] Have you any more reasons to give why you oppose the St. James’s-road scheme?
No, except to say generally, as far as my scheme is concerned, that it is comprehensive and provides for 
all time.
751. It may be expanded ? Tes.
752. Tou think there is no difficulty in ventilating your tunnel of SO chains length ? None.
753. Tou rely to a certain extent on Mr, Thow's evidence as to the ventilation of your tunnel ? My
opinion is that you certainly can do so. '
754. As a professional man you say it can be thoroughly ventilated without causing any inconvenience to
passengers ? Tes, "

- 196—E . . ' 755.
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_ ^ - 755. Mr> Hoskins.'] Have you ever travelled by the underground railway in London ? Not for the laat
GrEEnwoDd, J ^ jo j

AMICE twfinty years.
756. Did you ever experience any inconvenience in travelling in the trains in the summer ? Not 

21 .fuly, 1897, sufficient to malte me walk instead of travelling by train.
757. Is not the atmosphere very disagreeable in the tunnels ? Not as bad as that.
758. Tou refer to Mr. Thow’s evidence;—did you read his evidence ? Yes.
759. Do you not remember that Mr, Thow stated in his evidence that he was very much opposed to the 
construction of tunnels, and preferred having railways in the open ? So do I.

' 760. Did he not say so ? I do not know, but I will admit that he did if you like. I agree with him if he 
did say so.
761. Did I hear you say that you proposed to have an open cutting from Campbell-street to the corner of 
Bathurst-street and George-street ? Tes.
762. Do you propose to provide any means to prevent young children from going down into the cutting 
or playing on the embankment, and to prevent horses from falling into it ? Yes ; it will be fenced. It 
will most likely be protected with brick walls.
763. Do you think the people of Sydney would quietly submit to have such a valuable portion of the city 
taken up by an open cutting ? I think they would only be too glad of the chance of selling their land.
764. I suppose you express that opinion because you know that the G-overnment, when they resume land, 
nearly always pay a great deal more for the land than do private individuals? They have in the past,but 
I do not think they will in the future. Boom time lias gone.
763. Do you not think that if you take so valuable a portion of the city as the portion from Campbell- 
street to Bathurst-street, or from York-street to Lower Pitt-street, it will materially affect the course of 
trade in the city and interfere with business ? No ; there is no business placo on the whole length, except 
one at tho corner of G-eorge-streot and Bathurst-street.
766. What are they? They are back premises, fig-trees, Chinamen’s places—in fact, nil kinds of 
premises.
767. Are there fig-trees and Chinamen’s places between Blargarei-street and Circular Quay ? The 
property at the back of Yincgar-lano was nearly all burnt down, and it is nearly all vacant land.
768. Where is the place you refer to ? From the function of Essex-street and G-eorge-street to Crane’s 
is vacant land, with the exception of Crane's buildings, which are one-storey sheds.
769. Would it not be a rather unusual proceeding to see a railway taken through Ihe centre of a large 
town by means of an open cutting ? Certainly not.
770. Can you give me an illustration where it exists ? There is no difficulty iu naming a place where 
it does exist. Take Birmingham, for instance, as the centre of England. The approach to the Great 
Western station or to the New Street station is in a cutting first and then in tunnel.
771. They are very short tunnels, caused by the erection of tbe station-buildings, but you propose to 
take a long cutting, nearly a mile long, right through tbo centre of Sydney ? No.
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The Committee further considered the expediency of oxtending the Bail way system of the Colony from 
the present terminus at Bedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

Norman Selfe, M.I.C.E., M.I.M.E., sworn, and further examined :—
ivr'l fJlT C/nnViwm.J You have made a slight alteration in the plan of the railway you propose ? J. have put
M I M e' a border round the portion to be used for railway purposes, so ns to be more easily seen by tbe 

Committee.
22 July, 1897. 773. You have excised one small road in the lower patch ? It is not in the proper plan. It was only 

put on on Tuesday morning by mistake.
774. Do you desire to make a statement of any kind to tbe Committee? Yes. You, sir, and other
Members of the Committee asked me certain specific questions, and I thought it was best to write down 
the answers, and then if further questions are asked I shall be happy to answer them. '
775. Will you be good enough to read tbe memorandum you have prepared? It is as follows .—
The Chairman having asked mo on the 20th instant for certain specific information with regard to the proposed station or 
terminus on the “ Rocks,” I now supply same and the authority on which it is based.

On the 3rd July, 1891, the late Mr. E. 31. Gh Eddy submitted certain proposals to tho Royal Commission for an 
extension of the railway to tbe Circular Quay, which he stated would, in the opinion of the Railway Commissioners, “he a 
perfectly satisfactory scheme so far as the suburban traffic is concerned." And this scheme was recommended in the final 
report of the Royal Commission, dated 10th July, 1891. As explained by the Chief Commissioner, the lino to the Circular 
Quay passed under Bridge-street aud the N-Z. Loan stores, “ to a terminal station with throe platforms at the Custom 
House, the main buildings of which it is suggested to adopt for railway offices. It is consideied a station in the position 
indicated will be found most convenient for dealing with the across-harbour and ocean-going traffic.” Further ou, he says, 
a station “at the Circular Quay would he an enormous convenience ” Now a measurement of that site shows an extreme 
breadth of 2 chains. A length from the hack of tho Custom House to the X Z. Loan building of about chains, or 1‘3 
acres, and a total length of level line at the bottom of the descending grade of less than 8 chains. On the Rocks site, as 
shown on my plans, there are much more thau 11 acres given up to the railways in the re-modeiling. Out of this area about 
1 8 acres are required for the extension to North Shore, which leaves 9 u (nine and a-balf) acres instead of 1'3 (one aud 
a-third) acre available for station purposes ; a piece 16 chains lone hy, say, 5 chains mean width = S acres, being in one 
block. The station building shown on this plan (referred to iu tho Chairman's questions 424 to 438; is drawn the same 
width as the whole site at the Custom House, and has room for six hues, a eentro platform 30 feet wide, aud side platforms 
25 feet each in width, but it can be made practically anything required when laying out the new streets, With
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With regard to the other question of the Chairman as to what trains I would run through Wynyard-square and into 
this Circular Quay terminal station ou the Rocks, I must again quote the late Chief Commissioner, ivhoso printed statements w' f'vi ^ 
have chiefly warranted me in submitting this plan to the Public Works Committee. Speaking of the station, lie proposed lU.M.Jii. 
on tho site of St, James’ School for “ tho main metropolitan station,” and from whence the hues extended to the Circular
Quay, he said, on the occasion liefore referred to:—“At that station there would be four through lines and also a hay line..........22 July, 1S07.
Prom this station forty trains per hour each way could he worked with the greatest ease at the busiest hours of the day.
The accommodation thus provided should answer all the requirements of city and suburban traffic for many years to come.'1 
Now what that experienced and lamented railway manager proposed to do on the iSt. James’ School site I propose to have 
done on Wynyard-square, where a bay line is also possible, but with tho following important advantages not possessed by the 
St. James’ site. First, Wynyard-square provides for a direct connection to the North Shore. Secondly, it is public property 
not yet bmtt upon. And thirdly, the extension to tho eastern suburbs thence brings the whole system into connection with 
the Circular Quay on a direct-circular railway route.

In ansivcr to Questions 4, 17, and 22, ilr. Eddy reiterated as follows 1. That it was an admirable scheme for the 
suburban traffic. 2. That long-distance passengers must keep to the new main terminus at Kedfern. And 3, that the 
running capacity of the scheme was equal to eighty trains per hour. Now, I would respectfully and forcibly impress upon 
this Committee that on Mr. Eddy’s scheme there were 72.1 yards, say 33 chains, of tunnel on the Circulai Quay extension 
alone ; much greater than there would be on the whole western route if the line runs at the back of tbe Town Hall instead 
of in George-street; also that the grade to the terminus in the western schema is 1 in 117 instead of 1 in 45, advantages not 
to be lightly put aside. While the envered-way under York-stieet and the extension through Wynyard-square and St.
Phillip’s reserve would cost nothing, if Hyde Park costs nothing.

With regard to the complaint that was made as to the width of the black hand, 1 would point out that the Government 
plan of the Hyde Park terminus at Park-street showed a stiip 132 feet wide back to Goulhurn-stioet. The report of the 
Royal-Commission recently presented to Parliament, paragraph 12, states that the resumption for six lines of railway could 
not reasonably be estimated at less than 100 feet wide. The evidence of the railway officers shows that six lines into Redfern 
terminus are utterly inadequate, although it has been increased from two lines comparatively recently. Therefore, it was 
thought that provision should be made for carrying twelve lines, occupying a breadth of 3 chains right from the Evcleigh 
depot into the new torminus. just as can be dona if the Redfern site is remodelled ; and the more so as it is not proposed 
to charge the railways for the land requited. As a matter of fact, instead of tho black line or hand on the plan being 
3 chuins wide the actual width is only 2 chains—132 feet, just the same as the Commissioners’ Park-street station showed the 
line to Goulbum-street.
776. Do you regard tho station on tho Rocks, shown with white edging, as central? Certainly not. I 
regard Wynyard-street station as central, and tho Rocks station as a terminus.
777. What do you regard as the centre of the city? 1 should say the centre of the business part of ihe 
city is about York-street, between Wynyard-square and Market-street. That is the centre of the 
principal warehouses and business houses.
778. Will you concede this ■ If there is to be a central station, tbe best situated position will be between 
Market-street and Wynyard-square ? If you are to have one instead of two : if it is not possible to get both 
sites, I should say between those two stations. If they are tbo close, one station somewhere between the 
two would be the most central site to suit the greatest number of suburban passengers.
779. Approximately north of your second stopping place? Approximately, King-street and York-street.
780. Mr. HumpAery.] You gave the Committee an estimate of the value of the 10 acres proposed to be 
taken in connection with the Hyde Park scheme ;—how did you arrive at your estimate of its value ? I 
took Mr. Perdriau’s valuation.
781. How many feet of available frontage would I here be in the 10-acre block ? Laying out the same 
block of ground on Hyde Park, you would get six frontages instead of four. Taking Elizabeth-street to 
Castlereagh-street, and Liverpool-street to Market-street, there was a value put upon that block which has 
four frontages. I find that this was taken np by the station and the strip. You can practically lay out 
six frontages, but J only took four. 1 put it down at the same price.
782. Are you dealing with the north-western corner of Hyde Park? lam dealing with the block and 
a portion of the southern end.
783. At present, will you coniine your attention to the block of 10 acres in the north-western corner of the 
Park, and tell me how you arrived at your valuation ? 1 arrived at it by supposing that a street was made 
down it. There would be one frontage to Elizabeth-street, two frontages to an avenue made through it, 
and the outside frontage to the Park in the same relative position as Elizabeth-street frontage is now.
784. How many feet of available frontage would you then have, taking the four frontages ? It would be 
four times the length of the Park—that is 4,400 feet.
785. How much a foot do you consider that frontage of 4,400 feet would be worth ? That I did not go 
into. I took an expert’s opinion.
786. You have estimated that the available frontage would be from 4,500 feet to 5,000 feet? I have not 
estimated it by frontage, but by acreage, in the same way as other blocks are estimated, I lind that 
throughout the inquiry land is put down at so much per acre, that 20 acres will come to so much at so much 
per acre.
787. How much afoot do you consider would be the selling value of the north-western corner of Hyde Park, 
assuming that you have an available frontage of from 4,500 feet to 5,000 feet ? That would all depend 
upon the time it was sold. 1 am not an expert in land values. It might vary anything from £100 to
£200, or £300 a foot. It all depends upon what the prospects arc. 1 valued this block simply on the *
acreage basis on which a Government official valued a neighbouring property.
788. Is it your opinion that that land may be estimated at from £100 to £300 a foot ? I think if a large 
avenue, the same as the Shaftesbury Avenue I referred to, were made from Redfern to Hydo Park—and 
believing that in a very little time there will be an improvement in tbo prospects of Sydney,—I think that 
would be snapped up by speculators very eagerly, because it would give Sydney what it does not possess— 
a main broad thoroughfare. 1 am assuming that it will be a chain and a half wide.
789. Do you agree with the valuation which has been submitted to this Committee of £60 a foot for 
the frontage to Elizabeth-street, and £90 a foot for the frontage to the Central Avenue? J know nothing 
of that. I know that it was valued at £74,000 per acre.
790. I am asking your opinion of its value, because you present a scheme in which you estimate the value 
of the land you propose to take, and compare that with tbe value of Hyde Hark ? I have compared the 
value on the basis on which I find from a report of the late Commission other land in the neighbourhood 
was valued.
791. What other land do you refer to ? The land required to be taken for the western route.
792. 'Will you specify the land you refer to ? The greater part of the land has only sheds and buildings
of very little value on it. “
793. Cannot you specify tbo particular block you refer to when you made the comparison between tbe value 
of that block and the value of the north-western corner of Hyde Park r In the paper 1 read to the Committee

the



PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

322

,38

M'l (?e' °^er ^ block for tbe station at the back of the Town Kail at the full value of £74,000
M.l'.M.K PPr ac?'e> wbiek was put down by Mr. Perdriau. 1 arrived at that estimate from the valuations which are 

given in the report of the Commission.
22 July, 1897. "Wbat was the area of that block p 2 acres.

795. Are there any buildings on it ? Tes.
796. Kid Mr. Perdriau’s valuation include buildings ? Ido not think they did.
797. "i ou think he valued the land only? I expect so. Of course, in all these cases something has to b.e
allowed for the value of the interest. If this plan is worth considering at all, there will, f suppose, be 
some thousands of pounds spent on the working out of these details.
798. Tou assume that Mr. Perdriau’s valuation was for the land alone, not for the, buildings? I do,

, 799, Therofore^if his valuation included tho land, the comparison would scarcely be a fair one? It would
be a fair one. If I only take it for the laud, it is a fair one. I endeavoured to get the best information 
available; and I thought that if I took the data obtained in the recent inquiry it would be better than 
going abroad. '
800. Will you give me your own opinion in regard to the value of the north-western corner of Hyde Park ; 

do you think, from your knowledge of Sydney, the land in that block could be sold within the nest live
years at prices varying from £100 to £300 a foot? 1 do not know that it could be sold for what is its 
real value, because at present it has three values. Hyde Park at present has, first, an unimproved value; 
secondly, an accrued value, from the labour which has been spent on it for fortv years ; aud thirdly, the 
work which Nature has done on it for forty years So that, when a proposal is made to give another 
park in exchange for that part of Hyde Park, it is only a misuse of words. Man can give the land, but 
Nature must make the park. It has taken forty years to make that park. If it is worth anything, that 
should be taken into account. Therefore, I am unable to say whether it would sell for a price which is 
equivalent to its present value as a park, '
801. Tou are speaking, then, not of its commercial value, but of its value in your opinion as portion of a 
park ? I am speaking of what it has cost to produce a park ou a given site. It has cost forty years of labour, 
at an expenditure of thousands of pounds,and Nature's work. Of course, that was done,presumably, because 
a park was wanted. The man who buys tbe land for building purposes will have no sentimental feelinys 
about that value, and therefore I have all through avoided going into the sentimental aspect of the 
question.
802. Avoiding still the sentimental aspect of the question, and confining yourself to the commercial aspect, 
what is your opinion of the value per foot of that land for commercial purposes, or for residential sites ? 
If we get a return of good times, and an avenue is made right through from Hyde Park to Devonshire- 
street, and there is a large railway there, I feel not the slightest doubt that from £100 to £250 a foot 
will be easily obtained; and the site occupied by the burial-ground, and so on—as a frontage of about 
10,000 feet could he laid out there—would amount to from £1,000,000 to £2,500.000.
803. What land are you referring to when you refer to a frontage of 10,000 feet? The 10.000 feet is 
included in that block alone which the proposed viaduct runs through, bounded by Devonshire-street, 
Pitt-street,Belmore Gardens and Elizabeth-street.
804). You are speaking now of the land near the railway station ? Tes.
805. Is this what we are to understand : That if a railway station were placed at Devonshire-street, and 
if the 20 acres of land comprised in the Benevolent Asylum site and the Cemetery site ivere resumed and 
realised, and a great avenue were formed between Devonshire-street station aud Hyde Park, the land 
round the railway station would be worth from £1,000,000 to £2,000,000;—is it upon that basis you 
have arrived at the figures you have submitted to tbe Committee ;—T have arrived as it ou the ground 
that, as this large site has a prospective value of from £1,000,000 to £2,000,000, it should not lightly be 
given over to even the purpose of a railway, without that railwav being debited with such value, or what 
might be found when it was examined into to be a fair value. But, as I understand, during the whole of 
this inquiry, since 1891, when Sir Henry Parkes appointed a Boyal Commission, it lias always been 
assumed that the land at the Cemetery and Hyde Park was worth nothinsr.
806. I think you are under a misapprehension as to that; tho assumption has been that the lands referred 
to and also the railways belong to the people, and if the people think fit to use the land about the 
Benevolent Asylum and at Hydo Park for railway purposes, there will he no loss to them ;—it will simply 
be a transfer entry in the public accounts, will it not ? Tes ; but there will be this very great difficulty: 
That the Commissioners will increase their business to the extent that they propose, of £34,000 a year, 
without paying ground rent for the area on which they transact that business, if you are going to carry 
that out to its logical conclusion, why not let the Mines Department supply them with minerals, let the 
Forestry Department supply them with timber, and let the G-overnment steamers fetch their coal. If 
the railways are to be carried out on commercial principles it is not following commercial principles to 
give the Commissioners £1,000,000 worth of property and not charge them with it, because they will 
make the £32,000 a year extra on a fictitious basis. If the land will realise only £10,000 by being 
sold to speculators that should be debited against the railways if they take the land,
807. In answer to the Chairman at the beginning of your examination you quoted from Mr. Eddy’s
evidence before the Boyal Commission ? Tes. ”
808. Did you overlook this reply hy Mr. Eddy to a question which was asked by Mr. Hoskins—

, Although an alternative scheme was put forward towards the end of the sitting of that Commission, it was simply
put forward because it was stated that there was a strong feeling against taking so much of the Park. But wc cannot 
depart from the opinion which was so clearly emphasised at that last inquuy, that Hyde Park is the right and proper 
position for a general station of the dimensions which you have had placed before you in plans,
? Certainly not. Mr. Eddy, when he thought that he could not get Hyde Park, was content to take St. 
.Tames’ schoolroom, but when he thought a chance came up for him to take the Park, then he was glad to 
say that Hyde Park was the best site. I think you will find further down in his evidence that he still 
reiterates that that being public property the railways should not be debited with it.
809. I am not speaking of what is to be charged to the railways, but I inferred from your evidence just 
now that Mr. Eddy was more favourable to Ihe Castlereagh-street scheme than the Hyde Park scheme ? 
No ; he was always more favourable to Hyde Park as a terminus if he could extend the terminus north 
from the present site. In his evidence before the Boyal Commission he said that for a main metro
politan station the St, James’ school-room site was perfectly satisfactory; but that was not a terminal 
station. He distinctly said the long-distance trains would still stop at Bedfern.

810.
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810. You recognise that Mr. Eddy, from first to last, was of opinion that it would be better to have the 
long-distance and suburban passenger traffic brought to Hyde Park, and that, failing to get that, he was 
prepared to take an alternative scheme, though not in his opinion a satisfactory one ? Yes, perfectly 
satisfactory for the purpose. Mr. Eddy was most consistent. His consistency principally was shown in 22 July, 1397. 
the endeavour to get a site without his railway accounts being debited with it, and the larger the site the
better.
811. In your scheme, what alterations do you propose to make at Bedfern station ? I propose to build 
a torminus—the terminus which has been pronounced to be sufficient for many years to come, of which 
you have these large plans on the walls—at Kedfern, where it will cover about a third of the site, but to 
make it accessible from Evcleigh wuth twelve lines instead of six lines as at present.
812. Your proposal would involve a large expenditure at Redfern ? A large expenditure. Of course wre 
have the evidence of the Railway authorities that the Redfern yard must be remodelled. I think the 
public and this Committee are all of opinion that Redfern yard is a disgrace to the Colony. It has been 
left so long, in the hope of something being done, that something is absolulely necessary in the immediate 
future. My opinion is that this terminus, which appears to be approved of all round, can be placed on 
the Redfern site, and a large area made in front by so ividening Devonshire-street that it shall have a 
very fine open space, and every provision for extension, by having this very wide approach of twelve lines 
from Evcleigh. You need not necessarily make all the twelve lines at once, but at any rate you should 
resume ground from Redfern, where it is comparatively cheap, so that the twelve lines can be made, if 
necessary.
813. You have described generally what you think will be necessary at Redfern ;—would your scheme 
involve the resumption of any privately-owned land? It would involve the resumption of a small piece 
nearly in a line with St. Paul's Church, on the opposite side of the railway, in order to allow Regent-street 
to be diverted, to make this wide strip from the retaining-wall of the parsonage. It would practically 
moan resuming a block and running this line diagonally.
814. Your scheme would involve the resumption of land up to Clevcland-strect and Regent-street ? The 
resumption of a small block at the corner of those two streets.
815. What is the area of the block ? About H acre.
810. Are there any buildings on the land? Yes; a lot of shops which all want coming down. There is 
one good building—an hotel I think—at the corner.
817. Starting from there, where would your next resumption be necessary ? There is no other particular 
resumption necessary, except among the small cottages at Chippendale on the other side of the railway.
These are all very small properties—little cottages and narrow lanes.
818. What will be tbe area of land required there? I have only gone into the question of resumptions 
within tho city.
819. Would not the area of those properties be a little over an acre ? I think it would be lg- acre.
820. Would there be any more resumptions in the proximity of Redfern station? I think in the future, 
perhaps in ten or twenty years time, the kink in Regent-street, between the tunnel and the Rank of Hew 
South Wales, should be taken out. I think that Regent-slrcet from its junction with George-street 
should be continued in a straight line to form a continuation of Regent-street at the tunnel.
821. How many acres would that be in round figures ? I should think it would be at least 8 acres.
822. That would close the street between Regent-street and the railway ? It would close Terminus-street.
823. That would involve the resumption of Carey’s buildings and the Bank of Hew South Wales ? Yes, 
and of the shops in Regent-street. It would make a much improved Regent-street. That is one of the 
advantages, one of the possibilities, of this plan in the future.
824. That is looking forward to an enlargement of the main terminal station at Redfern ? Yes ; the 
terminus 1 have shown here on the site is of exactly the same size ns the terminus it is proposed to build 
iu Hyde Park. There is then all this ground lying on the Elizabeth-street side, aud if at any future time 
more ground were wanted on the western side yon could remodel Regent-street.
825. Proceeding southward, where would your scheme require farther resumptions? It would only 
require a strip from the present boundaries of the railway property to a small street called Eveleigh- 
slreet, which runs right up to the back of Evcleigh station.
82(5. Would that be an important resumption? These lands are only covered by very small workmen’s ■
cottages.
827. About what area is it ? I could not toll you without a larger map going right back to Eveleigh
station. I thought that was unimportant, being in Chippendale. 1 did not take any account of the -
resumptions to the south of the bridge.
828. That will be the only other resumption? Yes.
829. Does that mean remodelling the bridge at Redfern station? The tunnel is a great nuisance; it 
obstructs the sight of the signals, and it is a general complaint that it is so very long. I wmuld do away 
with the tunnel and make an ordinary bridge. The tunnel is now on the skew with the streets ; but by 
tho resumption of the land at the corner of Cleveland-street and Regent-street we are able to get an 
ordinary bridge, which might be only 00 or 80 feet wide, but square with the lines, and it might extend 
perhaps in three spans. It would be just an ordinary bridge, which wmuld be very much less costly than 
a tunnel, and very much less obstruction to seeing the signals.
830. You wmuld build a bridge on the present site of the tunnel, bat you would have a much wider space?
Yes ; the tunnel might be utilised for six lines, but it would have to be extended to carry six more lines 
if required. -
831. Your idea is to bring twelve lines where at present six lines are brought through the tunnel ? My 
idea is, while the improvements are going on, to provide ground for twelve lines. Mr. Parry has given 
evidence, which 1 have read in the Press, that it is absolutely dangerous at present. Every traveller must 
he aware of the enormous difficulty they have with Redfern yard, owing to that narrow space there.
Instead of making one more arch, 1 say at once take up a strip to make six lines. It is a very small 
matter, owing to the fact that land, so I am led to understand, can be got comparatively cheap there.
832. Mr. lilacJi.'} 'Will it be possible, seeing that the streets are running at right angles, to substitute a 
bridge for a tunnel ? If you carry your bridge as a continuation of Cleveland-street only, how will 
your Botany-street traffic get away,
833. You require a bridge, too, over Regent-street? Ho ; it is one bridge—you join the two corners.

834.
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834. Tou will have a wide entrance to the bridge ? I have provided 2 chains, and a retaining-wall in tbe 
middle to ease the ascent up to the bridge. I went into the question of making a tunnel and carrying 
the road in tunnel under tbe railway. It would ho a very great improvement if you could sweep Kedfern 
tunnel away, so that there would be a clear view from Kedfern: but owing to the ground being so very 
high in front of St. Paul's Church, it would make a great drop in tbe road. By makino: a drop in tbe 
road, as it is proposed to do at Devonshire-street in the other scheme, you could carry Cleveland-street 
under the line, and do away with the tunnel; but that would be much more expensive, and perhaps pro
perties might he affected, f found that the cheapest way was to make a bit of resumption at the corner 
sufficient to widen the lines, aud then put up this bridge.
SS5. Mr.-ILu-mphery.'] Leaving Bedfern, and going northward, where would your first resumption be ? A 
large plan was made for the "Railway Commissioners hy Hr. Poxlee, and the whole thing was gone into 
very carefully. I saw the plan in this room some time ago; J think it was brought over from the 
Existing Lines Office.
830 Do you want the plan to refer to ? I do not think so. The Bailway Department could give a great 
deal more information about that than I can, for they worked out my scheme, and have every inch of 
resumption shown ou that plan.
837. Will you, for the information of the Committee, briefly explain the resumptions as you go in towards 
the city p The goods and passenger lines would turn off at Eveleigh and practically go under the 
proposed new station at Bedfern. Leaving Bedfern statiou and passing under George-street by a new 
bridge, double the width of the present bridge, and making provision for four more lines, too for Pibrth 
Shore and two for the circular railway, the line goes for a very short distance parallel and close to the 
Darling Harbour line, and it then turns to the mirth.
838. Tou have designed a new route for the Darling Harbour line from Eveleigh? No. There is a good 
deal of difficulty sometimes in getting loads up from Darling Harbour owing to‘tho steepness of tho 
grades. By dropping that lino and easing the grades from Evcleigh it will be low enough to cover it over, 
and place a station on the top of it. From my experience in a great many countries in the world, it is 
not considered the correct thing fora suburban line to leave the terminus; it should turn off tho mainline 
before coming to the terminus, so that the terminus should not he botli a terminus ami a wayside station. 
Acting on that principle, this suburban passenger line turns offi at Eveleigh, and when it gets to the 
western side of George-street at the site of the present bridge, it goes over the ground now occupied by 
calf-pens, market-grounds and sundry yards—very valueless buildings—till it comes to Engine-street. 
831), TTould the whole of the laud required have to be resumed from private owners or does any portion 
of it belong to the Crown ? I do not think there is any land there at present which belongs to the Crown,
840. It would go through privately-owned land all the way down to Engine-street ? Through private land
and streets, but the streets are so thickly together that the proportion of private land is extremely small. 
It crosses thirteen streets after leaving the tunnel. *
841. How would you cross the streets ? By an iron viaduct.
842. Leaving what headway ? It shows rather high ; it is 25 feet in some places, because it proposes to 
go from the point at George-street to the entrance to the tunnel nearly straight, and it will go right over 
the top of Hoskins’.
843. At what point would it enter the tunnel ? Near King-street.
844. If it enters the tunnel near King-street, how do you provide for a statiou at Engine-street ? It 
has two stations before it gets to King-street; the station opposite Christ Church is on the level.
845. Would the station be on the level at Engine-street ? Practically.
848. "Where do you propose to start your iron viaducts ? We start from about half-way between Goul- 
burn-street and Liverpool-street.
84/. Do I understand that at Engine-street you have a surface station P Tes, there is provision for one 
there. ^
848. \Vhat land would you have to resume near Engine-street to provide that surface station? Tou 
would want about an acre.
849. That would be merely a platform ? Tes, simply a wayside platform.
850. Between Bedfern station and Engine-street, how many streets do you cross ? Three.
Sol. Do you go under the surface? These are all streets which abut on the Darling Harbour line with 
dead-ends, so that hy a very small modification there you could arrange a new route to get into the 
properties.
852. There would be no obstruction to traffic ? No.
853. ^nd the compensation-would not be very great? I think not, from the uses to which these pro
perties are put,
854. Aro there any buildings on the land required for the Engine-street site ? As the site has not been 
laid out distinctly for this Committee, I am unable to say, but I know- there are no buildings on the land 
of more than a shed character.
855. From Engine-street how far do you proceed northward till you arrive at the next proposed station?
Thirty-six chains. ’ "
85G. How do you propose to get from Engine-street to that station ? Prom Engine-street the line 
would cross Liyerpool-strect, Kent-street, and Drnitt-street. These streets, possibly, may have to he 
modified in their grade, as they require to go under or over the railway. The station site provided hy 
Market, Druitt, Kent, and Clarence streets is just 2 acres in extent, and is large enough to give a 
station of the same size as was approved of for a main metropolitan station on St. James’ school site.
857. Are there any buildings of value on that site ? A good many it would be a good job to pull down;
but there are some good buildings on that site. *
858. From that station to your next station, how far would it be ? From that station it would be about
12 chains to the tunnel, which is entered to the south of King-street, and from thence it would be 
about 12 chains in tunnel to the "Wynyard-square station. 1
859. Is the station at the back of the Town Hall lo he a surface station ? Tes, all open on the ground. 
It is so very much higher on the Clarence-street side than it is on the Kent-street side that it is possible 
that yon would have to go upstairs to tbe level of the rails from the lower side, and down steps from the 
higher side.
860. How do you carry your railway from the hack of the Town Hall to your next station ? I carry it
over Market-street by a viaduct and go under King-street. 861.
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861. Tou enter the tunnel to the south of King-street ? Tes. N.Selfe.
862. Then you have a tunnel of 6 ehainSj which brings you out into Wynyard-square ? Tes. I arrive at ji x M k’
a sunken station at Wynyard-square, tho rails and platforms of which will he approximately level with 
G-eorge-street, so that an entrance can be made in George-street so as to walk straight into the station on 22 July, 1897. 
the level. ’ '
863. What will be the depth of your station ? I believe at its deepest part it is 20 feet below the surface.
864i. Wynyard-square station will be 20 feet below Tork-street level ? At Tork-strcet and Wynyard- 
street it would be from 18 to 20 feet in the highest part.
865. Tou take the whole of Wynyard-square? It is not quite necessary to take the whole of the square, 
but I think it would he better to take tho lot.
866. Tour proposed station between Wynyard-square and Engine-street is to be placed at the west of the 
new market buildings ? That is my suggestion.
867. Do you go through all privately-owned property between that proposed station and Wynyard-square ?
Tes, except where the line runs under Tork-street.
86S. Would it be necessary to resume the whole distance between Engine-street aud Wynyard-square, of 
course with the exception of the tunnel ? All of it, except where it runs in tunnel under Tork-street.
It would be so near the surface that where it runs under buildings, it would be necessary to purchase 
them, and perhaps they could he let. There appears to be some uncertainty here about the right to 
tunnel under a property. It has been done we know in the Colony without paying for it, but then it 
has been done at a certain depth. Here you would be so close to the surface as to disturb the buildings.
I am assuming that you will have to pay for all the properties you go under, except the streets and the parks.
869. Leaving Wynyard-square, where would your nest station be;—would it be the terminal station?
Ton go north 6 chains in a short tunnel, and then you come to daylight in the old St. Phillip reserve.
It is a question in my mind whether it would not disturb Hr. Lang's old church : you would he so close 
to the foundations that probably it would have to como down. That is really the only building of any 
historic interest that it interferes with. '
870. After passing what is known as Hr. Lang's Church, do )'ou arrive at your terminal station ? Tou 
have to go several chains more before you come to daylight in St. Phillip’s reserve and Charlotte-place, 
which is now very steep up to the Three Crowns, and level at the to]) by the Groavenor Hotel. I would 
lower the top hump, and let the railway go over Charlotte-place ou bridges—you could not go under it.
Prom this point you have to make a rise to 150 feet to get over the water, and you have to get down to 
Circular Quay. Two lines part company at Charlotte-place—one rises for Horth Shore, and the other 
descends in a grade of about 1 in 117 to the station at the Quay.
871. PTom Charlotte-place, what you intend eventually to be your northern line would be on ono level, 
and tho continuation for the purpose of the eastern line would be at a lower level ? Yes, from Charlotte 
Place the eastern suburbs line would go on a descending grade to the Quay, while if the Horth Shore line 
is ever built it -would commence ascending from the same point,
872. Mr.Blach^] 'Would you emerge on St. Phillip’s reserve on a level or on a rising grade ? One line
would be climbing aud the other would be going down. ,
873. What would be the grade of the line which would be climbing? One in 50. I quite object to a 
bridge which would require any special arrangements. Eroin Wynyard-square you can got a bridge 150 
feet high on a 1 in 50 grade; and this has hecu set out with the idea of getting a 1 in 50 line at a height 
of 150 feet over the water.
874. Mr. SumpheryJ] Where would your proposed eastern line terminate? The eastern line goes across 
George-street, that is if there is a new George-street made, old George-street and a place called Change 
Alley at the bottom of Pitt-street coming across Circular Quay about 20 feet above the level of the road 
on an ornamental steel viaduct. There is room for a station in the neighbourhood of the Water Police 
Court, and from that point it will be in tunnel into the Domain.
875. You propose to have a station on Circular Quay ? On the circular line practically that station, and 
all the rest of the route is a Government seheme. It was brought out in the time of Sir Henry Parkes, 
and the Engineer-in-chief worked it all out.
876. Will you explain where the Circular Quay station will be? It will be near the Water Police Court.
877. What land will be required there for that station? A site for the station would require to be *
resumed, but I take it that the lino across Circular Quay would cause no resumptions, as it would be 
something of tho nature of the overhead railway in New Tork, being merely steel girders and steel supports.
878. How would you get your trains away from Circular Quay before the extension eastward should be
decided upon ? Until this eastern extension is built the traffic to Circular Quay would go into the 
station on the Pocks, which we have the authority of Mr. Eddy for savins: would accommodate eighty 
trains per hour. ’
879. Eor the present, the station between Argyle-street and Globe-street will be your terminal station?
Until the eastern suburbs line is determined upon that will be the terminal station for the western extension,
880. Dealing with the terminal station at present, what resumption there would be necessary ? I propose
to resume 30acres, devote 10 or 11 acres for tbe purpose of a railway, lay out the remainder in wide 
streets in place of the narrow ones, and sell the land for sufficient money to give the site to the railways 
for nothing. I am of opinion—I may be wrong—that if that property is worth on the authority of the 
Government yaluer £30 a foot—you ean practically shake hands across many of the streets now—and it is 
laid out in wide streets aud levelled at a cost of £120,000, which was Mr. Foxleo’s estimate for levelling 
it, these new streets will offer such extraordinarily valuable sites for merchants’ purposes and businesses 
connected with shipping as to increase the price to £60 a foot. If it sells for £60 a foot it recoups you 
for the purchase money at £30 a foot. *
881. And it is upon that basis that you made the estimate submitted in your statement ? It is. I was 
lyd to see that this, the oldest part of the city, calls for some improvement. To take it in hand, apart 
from the railway, would be a very serious affair ; but if it could go band in hand with the extension of 
the railway, it would remove what is really a blot in tho most prominent part of the city to anyone 
coming up tho harbour. Our visitors land at Circular Quay with all these slums right in their faces. It 
would be not only a great improvement of tho cily, hut also a commercial success.
8S2. Do you propose to cut down the whole of tho 30 acres to the level of George-street at the Queen’s 
Wharf? Ho; it would be some feet above the level of old George-stropt. It would be cut down to

about
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about the level of Goorge-strect at Bridge-street, aud instead of descending as old George-street now 
does to Queen’s Wharf, the new George-street would he practically level until it went through Ives’ 
Bond in Argyle-street and came out up by the Harbour View Hotel at the terminus of Cumberland-street. 

22 July, 1897. 883, You propose to raise George-street ? Ho ; 1 propose to make a new George-street. I do not pro
pose to disturb any frontage to the present street.
8&4. You leave George-street as it is, but you provide a new street which you call Hew George-street, 
running parallel with Old George-street? Old George-street is very crooked there.
885. But on a different level ? On a higher level.
880. What would be the difference in level between the new street and the old street ? I have plans 
showing that all complete. I should think, beginning at the same level at the junction of Esses-street, the 
new street would probably be fO feet higher than tbe old one at Argyle Cut.
887. At what distance from Old George-street? The New George-street runs right over the site of the 
present Harrington-street and Cambridge-street.
888. They would disappear? Yes; Harrington-street, Camhridge-street, Cumberland-street, Gloucester- 
street, and all the cross lanes—Tom Cribb’s-lane and all tbe others—would be wiped out, and you would 
have a clear block to lay out the railway, perhaps much more conveniently and to better advantage than I 
have shown, and the residue could be laid out iu this new George-street, which would give you an unbroken 
thoroughfare on a level, leaving, of course, the old George-street for its present purposes. The only 
buildings which would be destroyed iu George-street would he the buildings at the corner of Essex-street 
where you turn off at an angle.
880. Would you be obliged to destroy St. Patrick’s Chapel ? No ; I propose to give it a little more land. 
St. Patrick’s Chapel now is very close to the street, but that street being destroyed, and this small piece 
of land being of no use, I should propose to leave the white space shown there to the west of the church, 
in order to keep the railway as far off tho church as possible. It would not destroy the church.
890. What is your estimate of the cost of construction from Eveleigh to the terminal station shown on 
the plan and round Circular Quay ? I have never gone into that; I have been quite prepared to take the 
estimate prepared by the Eailway Commissioners.
891. You have not made any estimate of tho cost? No ; I would not do that, because I considered that 
I should he putting myself in conflict with the railway authorities. I submit this scheme for what it is 
worth, and if the Committee think it has anything in it all, then I think it ought to be put into the hands 
of Mr. Deane to see whether it is a workable scheme or not. Mr. Deane, as representing the Government, 
has worked out schemes very much like this one ; what is called the “ L” scheme goes over to the Circular 
Quay from the western side.* I want the Committee to distinctly understand that I do not pledge myself 
to this modified route one yard one way or the other, because 1 have only put this line in from Liverpool- 
street to Wynyard-square as an alternative to one going through the markets. The line going through 
the markets I had surveyed, and 1 made complete plans at very great cost. They were, practicable, and they 
were fairly reported upon before the Commission, except that the cost was unfairly brought out If this 
deviation I indicate is worked out we will see whether it is a practicable plan, and, in view of the reduced 
values of city property, whether it could he done at a price which would justify its being recommended.
892. You have not made any estimate of the cost of the work, or, I suppose, of the cost of the resumptions, 
except upon the basis obtained from fhe evidence of Mr. Perdriau? No. In the evidence I gave as to 
tho cost of this scheme, as compared with tho cost of the other scheme, my estimate was £1.4,000 per chain, 
on the basis of Mr. Eoxlee and of the Government Yaluer.
893. Do you meau including resumptions ? Including everything. After the Commissioners’officers and 
the Engineer-in-Chief reported on my scheme, their figures brought it out at that price; but what I 
complained of was that I was charged for tbe whole 30 acres at the Socks, and with £120,000 for 
levelling it, and was not given one penny credit for tho resale, of 4,000 feet of frontage, which I consider 
was not putting the scheme on a basis which would enable a fair comparison to be made.
894. Do you think the scheme before the Committee with a terminal station at Hyde Park would cope 
with the suburban and long-distance passenger traffic? I tbink it is the grandest part of the city for a 
terminus, but I honestly do not tbink it will servo the great bulk of the business people who come in.
895. You are speaking of the St. James’-road scheme? Yes. I think all persons occupied on the west 
side of George-street will be able to come iu by tbe electric tram from Kedfern at a cost of 2d. a day. 
Mr. Eddy said that lie expected to receive a revenue of £34,000 from the extension to St. James’-road. 
1 cannot see why the people are going to walk to the top of King-street from these populous business 
quarters when they ean take a tram or ’bus along George-street to go to Kedfern, but if the railway runs 
along the western side of Sydney with a station every quarter of a mile, then there is not the slightest 
doubt that the necessity for the electric tram, which is authorised, largely disappears.
896. While in many respects, you regard the St. James’-road scheme as the grandest scheme yet offered,
you are of opinion that your scheme will serve the western portion of the city, and provide for traffic that 
will not be provided for in the other scheme? Practically. If the main terminus of the Colony is to be 
extended northerly, I think we had better agree to give up all Hyde Park at once, and there, no doubt, 
you could get a grand terminus ; but if the present Kedfern site is quite far enough north for long
distance trains, as seems to be the opinion of nine out of every ten I converse with --------
897. Is it your opinion '' I have travelled in twenty different places and countries, and it is my opinion 
absolutely, from giving the most dispassionate look at it, that the Kedfern station is nearer by one-half to 
the centre of tbe city than in most of them. Take Euston station, King’s Cross station, and St. Paneras 
station, London—these stations are all out of town, and people w ho want to go to London get out at a elation 
behind these large termini, and they pop into a local railwav which brings them down into the centre of the 
city, just the same as at Eveleigh, you would change and get into a train which would take you to Paddington.
898. Mr. Masking^ Do you not know that there is a station on the underground railway in London, 
which is close to Euston station ? Yes.
899. Mr. JTump}iery.'] We are told that of the total traffic nine-tenths will bo suburban traffic and
one-tenth long-distance traffic ;—would not the initial cost be less for a terminal station to provide for tbe 
whole traffic, and also the annual maintenance be less than it would if you divided up the traffic as you 
propose to do ? 1 do not think so. I think this termiuus, perhaps, is a great deal too grand and large

for
* Note (oa rerision):—Question 399, Report of Royal Commission on City Railways, 1891, shows that the (joveni- 

ment then proposed to cross the Circular Quay on a viaduct, with a station at the Water Police Court site, and to utilise 
Wynyard-square, ‘

N. Selfe, 
M.LC.E , 
M.I.M.E.
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for tlie suburban traific. It is on ibe scale of tbe large termini for long-distance trains, instead of Selfe,
something more akin to a suburban railway station. An ordinary by or through station is quite good m t a/f’
enough for the every-day suburban passenger who comes in and wants to be deposited as close to his
place of business as possible. I tbink there will be a tremendous congestion at tho top of King-street, 22 Julv 1887
unless it is widened, with tbe proposed new terminus there. "While approving of St. James’-road as
having advantages for a terminal station, I think King-street should be widened right down to G-eorge-
street on one side, if the terminus is carried to St. .James’-road,* I have endeavoured in all these things
not to look for to-day, but to look to the extension of the colony. During the forty odd years I have
been here I have gained a little knowledge of public requirements, and taking into view' all these tilings,
if we are to have Hyde Park taken for the terminus, then, I say, consider the possibility of taking a great
deal more than is now proposed. But it will not convenience the great bulb of tbe suburban passengers
to put them out there. 1 do not believe one-half of them will go there when it is built if they can get
to Kedfern by tram or omnibus.
!K0. 3fr. TrickeU.~] Are you aware that a considerable opposition to tbe Hyde Park scheme has been 
made on tho ground that it wall interfere with Hyde Park as a recreation ground for tho people ? I am.
001. By your scheme you propose to take the whole of the recreation reserve at Wynyard-square, 
surrounded entirely by buildings how' do you flunk that proposal will meet with the popular feeling?
Jt is a small loss against a big one. It is a pity to take Wynyard-square ; but it is a very small evil 
compared to tbe other one. The flagstaff reserve is a very short distance away. Wvnyard-sq'uarc allows 
for connection lo the eastern suburbs and Korth Shore overhead without tunnel; the Hyde Park site does 
not do so. '
!102. Of course, you have not. gauged the feeling of the public in that respect ? I have. It is wonderful 
tho scores of people who give‘mo their opinions on the matter, who ask me how the thing is gelling on, 
and tell me what they think about it. Put I have never heard one objection to taking Wynyard-square.
!J03. Are you aware that at the time Barraek-square was sold Wynyard-square was specially reserved for 
ihe use of the public and surrounding properties, and on the understanding that it should not be sold or 
interfered with ? No ; but if that is the ease, it puts us on all fours with Hydo Park.
OOd, No; because there appears to bo a special right of property reserved in the case of Wynyard-square?
I suppose there was a deed of partition made up in such a way that the square was secured to tho 
freeholders all round ; and if such is the case, they will have some legal right to the use of the square, aud 
it will make it a little more dilGcult.
i)0u. Where do you think most people would get out of the train on your sebeme—to the west of Warkct- 
street or at Wynyard-square station? It is very hard to say. 'The railway omnibuses begin to drop 
passengers about Market-street, and from Market-streeet to Bridge-street they till up; having been a 
railway passenger for a number of years 1 see not only tho great number of people who arrive bv 
omnibus, but tbe number of people wbo walk aud who would possibly come on further if kept in the train. 
flUG. You think that the great mass of people would alight at Wynyard-square station ? Yes.
5)07. Are you aware that engineering experts give it as an objection to a passenger station where there is 
a large traflic, that it should bo underground and approached by a number of stops ? I am not aware of 
that, because we have Mr. Eddy’s authority to the contrary. The station on St. James’ School site was 
21' feet down, I think,
5)08. But Mr. Eddy also gave evidence in favour of the Hyde Park site, that its great recommendation was 
that it was entirely on a level ? Nodoubt; but the station now proposed is sixteen feet below Park-street.
5)00. You admit that to go down a number of steps with a traflic amounting to tens of thousands a day 
must be somewhat inconvenient? If it was inevitable ; but, as a matter of fact, you can make an approach 
or connection from Clarence-street on one side and from George-street on the other side on fhe level, 
so that there will be no steps to go down. I think I explained to tbe Committee that the level of the 
platforms in Wynyard-square would be very nearly about the levels of George-street, between Wynyard- 
street and Margaret-street. Suppose an entrance were made opposite the Equitable office, or auvwhere 
in that neighbourhood, you would be able to walk into the station on a level from George-street. “
5)10. In regard to your statement about Mr. Eddy’s evidence, he said before tho Commission

In other parts of the world where stations |iavo been made uhovo the level of the streets, aud in some instances 
helow the level, there lias been the greatest possible amount of difficulty experienced: and every effort lias been made later 
on to get rid of the difficult levels. '
? He is quite right.
5)11. Therefore, comparing tho two sites from that point of view, there is no doubt that Hydo Park is 
better than Wynyard-square ? The proposed station at Hyde Parle is sunk considerably. At the Park- 
street end the rails come right in under Park-street, and there is a tremendous ascent to get up at that 
end of the station. J
5)12. According to the plans that; is all regulated, so that everything ean be dealt with on the level? You 
ean regulate it better in Wynyard-square, because you ean get an entrance on tho level from G-eor<m- 
street on the eastern side, and an entrance on the level from Kent-street or Clarence-street on the western 
side ; this quite gets over the difficulty of a stairs, which yon cannot avoid on the eastern side of Hyde Park.
5)13. In the statement you read to the Committee on Tuesday you said it was universally acknowledged 
that Bedfern is near enough to the city for a present terminus do you adhere to that statement? I'do.
That is the great concensus of opinion, I have heard people say, “ bring it into Hyde Park” ; but I must 
say that twenty-nine people out of thirty seem to think that for ‘terminal purposes Bedfern station is quite 
sufficiently north. Of course I may not meet with the particular people wiio want otherwise. I can onhr 

. give you my own experience.
!)14. Do you not know that for the last twenty years there has been an agitation amongst a great many 
people to bring the railway into tbe city ? There has heen a parrot-like cry for bringing tho railway lo 
the deep-waters of Port Jackson, but if you asked people what they meant by it they could not tell Vou.
5)15. Even the people of the western suburbs for many years have desired to be brought further into" the 
city ? Yes; but they would far sooner bo brought to tlie Town Hall or 'Wynyard-square than to the ton 
of King-street. 1
5)L6. You are getting away from your former statement that it is universally acknowledged that Bedfern 
is near enough to the city for a permanent terminus ? The permanent terminus is at Kedfern, and all

these
eXoTE (an rtrision) If the terminus platforms arc on the level at tho Elizabeth-street side, tho eastern side will he

down in an excavated irrca. Nothing short of romoving the whole own of King-street and St. Jamcs'-road down to the 
station or terminus level will do justice tu tho cosily and hsudsomo elevation that has been designed for the proposer] now 
but Ming. J

' 196—E .
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Tf. Selfe, tbcse arc wayside stations on a circular railway. I feel certain tliat there must he a circular railway
m’i’\i*vJ ^0foro twenty years, embracing the eastern suburbs aud going right round to Alexandria.
M.I., l.i,. Whether you call it a permanent terminus or not, 1 suppose you will admit that many thousands of

22Jvdv^l807 people object to being landed every morning at Kedfern station, and having to go away during tlie day 
' ’ ' from Kedfern station, and want the railway to bo brought nearer tho city r1 Aes ; but there is no demaud

to he brought to a termiuus. _
918. On Tuesday you suggested that long-distance passengers should be deposited at Slrathfield, and
make other arrangements to get into the city:—do 1 understand you to mean that a passenger from
Victoria or Queensland, or from Bourke or any other remote part of this Colony, possibly arriving at 
Strathfield at 5 or G a.m,, is to be satisfied with being landed at Strathfield with his goods and chattels, 
and then have to make other arrangements to go to his friends in Sydney or to an hotel? No.
919. Tou admit that you stated that ? 1 do not admit that that at all represents what I said. What I 
said was that long-distance passengers who had no impedimenta- with them, and who simply wanted to go 
at once to small local stations, could, when their tickets were collected, change into a suburban train, which 
of course would be arranged to follow after the mail-train. But if they came with a lot of luggage, ami 
were ordinary' long-distance passengers, they would go into the terminus at Kedfern in the ordinary way 
where the cabs stand and everything else would be prepared for them.
920. That is what you mean aud not the bald statement you made the other day, that they could get out 
at Strathfield, and make other arrangements ? No ; if you put it in that way that entirely misrepresents 
what I intended to convey. What I meant to say is what I have said now.
921. Your modus opernndi applies to long-distance travellers who come in without auy impedimenta, and 
cau make an arrangement of that kind without any inconvenience ;—it does not apply to the great mass 
of long-distance travellers who generally have a good deal of luggage? These people always take a cab, 
and they could take their cab from Redfern, where proper arrangements would be made lor cabs, and 
there would be no necessity to have a cab-stand at all the wayside stations down the city, any more tlmn 
there would be at a tramway7 stopping-place. This railway down the western side of tho city would be 
analogous to a local railway or tramway.
922. Then I understand you to mean that you treat the long-distance passengers differently from the 
suburban passengers with regard to their being brought info the city ? Ido. I treat this city railway7 
extension as portion of a circular local line having direct connection with a main line, for those who 
choose to use it, but being primarily established for the benefit of suburban passengers,
923. In the proposed railway shown on your plan by “the terrible black trail,’’ if suggested by the 
G-overnment to branch off with a line at St. James’s-road going somewhere under the Mint, and coming 
out in a curved line at Cowper wharf, and thence ou fo the eastern suburbs ? Yes.
924. That is a comparatively short distance? Yes.
925. Ou your line, I take it, a person wanting to go to tbe eastern suburbs would have to travel from 
Evcleigh station as far as Charlotte-place, thence round Circular Quay to tho Wider Police Court, and 
thence by a tunnel through the Governor's Bomain and the ordinary Domain before ho got to Cowper 
Wharf on his way to the eastern suburbs ? That is correct, and tliat is what I—■—
926. Wait a minute. Is not that a very round-about way for anyone wanting to approach the eastern 
suburbs from the western suburbs as compared with the route suggested by the Railway Commissioners 
at the present time ? It is a little longer, but it has far more compensating advantages, because a person 
from the eastern suburbs who wanted to go by a harbour steamer would have to go into Hyde Park, and 
then get into another train, and go down in a tunnel to Circular Quay, u-herens in my scheme I bring tbo 
eastern suburbs, the western suburbs, the main line, and the Circular Quay travellers all on to one circle, 
aud from any part you can go to any other part. If a person from Waverley or Randwick wants to go 
to Manly Beach, under the Government scheme, he will have to get out at Hyde Park aud walk to the 
Circular Quay, or take a tram, whereas in my scheme he can get out at the Water Police Court station, 
or go round the western side to the Rocks station. The passengers can go either way, and the ticket 
will enable them to travel both ways on the circle. Suppose a man at Randwick wants to go to fhe 
Town Hall station, there are trains on both circles, and lie will probably take tho first train which comes 
in. The little extra distance of going to the Quay and up again will be nothing when you como fo take 
it in the 5 miles circuit. I do not think the extra travelling is worth a minute’s consideration compared 
to the immense advantage of bringing in all the people in these thickly-populated suburbs who want 
to see their friends at Manly Beach or Hunter’s Hill to the steamers, because our marine suburbs deserve 
as much consideration as other suburbs. Circular Quay is devoted now to harbour traffic, and any 
scheme which does not bring the eastern and western suburbs in direct touch with the harbour traffic,
I think, falls short in a very essential point. It is in the endeavour to combine these things, for better or 
worse, that I have done this. - _
927. You seem to forget that in their evidence Mr. Eddy aud Mr. Deane both coincided in the opinion 
that the Hyde Park scheme is so designed that it can. be extended, directly Parliament authorises its 
extension, to Circular Q.uay, being partly in tunnel and partly in open cutting, without, as you say, 
changing trains, because the evidence given in this inquiry by Mr. Deane is that the line would not have 
to be sunk to go right away down to Circular Quay ? But as the line from the eastern suburbs comes 
into the Hyde Park station by a southerlytiirn.it is very certain that it could not go on to Circular Quay 
unless it were shunted.*
928. Mr. Parry the other day gave some very clear evidence explaining tho mode of shunting and altering
the engine from one end of a train to the other, which appears to get over the difficulty you suggest ? I 
have no doubt that when the traffic warranted it the Commissioners would make every provision to take . 
people wherever they wanted to go.f _
929. There is an extra distance, but you think the extra distance nothing as compared to the complete
circuit you propose to make ? Yes ; because Mr. Eddy laid such very great stress on the importance of 
a station at the Circular Quay, _
930. In your possible connection with North Shore, I presume you propose to go by way of a bridge over 
the harbour ? Yes ; I have devoted immense attention to all tbe pros and eons of a bridge as compared

- with

‘Note (onrtvmon) The Government extension from Hytle Park to tlie Circular Quay has twice as much tunnel 
as the whole western route proposed, including tho length under York-street, for which no compensation would have to be 
paid.

+ Noth fon revision):—Mr, Parry's evidence in this connection may be applied to the questions put lo me—Q, 4t0— 
which I preferred not to answer in detail.
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iviLli a timnel, and as 7 understand that there aro no less than four high-level bridges now being built In 
tlie Morhl at a height of 150 feet, I have come to the conclusion that all the ships above that height should 
loner their top-gallant- masts, as tho interest on the cost of mating a bridge higher than 150 feet would 
be more per day titan the cost of lowering ships top-gallant masts would bo per year, and the expense 
or running trams over a higher grade than 1 in 50 would be a great deal increased—because that is the 
i tiling grade on^the ISorth Shore line, and should not be disturbed. And as a grade of 1 in 50 can be got 
witb a bridge 150 feot high, I think the harbour traffic should be contented with a bridge of that height. 
031. In your evidence the other day, you described the proposal of the G-overnmoiit, and indicated it on 
j our plan as a terrible black trail —I suppose wo can infer from that that you are prejudiced against 
that scheme . No. I might have said it, but! am not prejudiced at all. I want all tho schemes considered 
on tho same footing. J have explained whjr that patch was made so wide. It looks worse ou the map, J 
suppose than it would look, looking out of a balloon on to the citjn
932. On your plan you show a black line from Kedfern station up to the new terminus at St. tTaines’-road ; 
do you think it is quite fair to indicate that route by, as you call it, a “ terrible black trail,” when you must 
know that from troulburn-street to Ihark-street very much of the line is in tunnel ? Yes, but tbo line 
runs there.

N. Selfe, 
M.LC.E., 
M.I.M.E. '

22 July, 1897.

your 0"Ti plan, you do not show your tunnel in that way? I have only seen this plan to-day. 
Had J. seen this Got eminent plan, I should have chopped out this place and left the green in the Park 
as it is shown on the plan between the openings.
934. A ou candidly admit, I suppose, that the diagram you have produced is hardly a fair way to make a 
comparison . It 1 thought that the Members of this Committee were likely to be affected by a 
sentimental thing like that, J should say that it was unfair. But I had no thought that showing the 
thing m that way would be construed into anything of that kind, and, as I explained, I took the width as 
ihe actual width shown m the other plan, and it was pinned on as you see.

-J°U ]UlVC n°k s^0'vn y°ur ovvn hne on the same scale ? Because I do not know where it is going.
930. lou know possibly about what ividth it is to be ? Yes.
937. If your line was shown on the same scale as tho Government line, I suppose it would show up very 
lunch more prominently than it does ? It would look like another'trail.
938. AVill you, for the purpose of a fair comparison, prepare apian showing your scheme on tho same

0 c°. r ' ,.have alroady explained that the black line was made 32 feet wide, exactly
the width of the resumption shown on the Commissioners’ plan, from Liverpool-street to Goulburn-street 
as an approach lo a largo terminus. The red line was for four pairs of rails only.

FRIDAY, 23 JULY, 1897.
M resent:—

THOMAS THOMSON 
The lion, Frederick Thomas Hujipiieiiy. 
The Hon. James H oskins.
Tlie Hon. Charles James Kouerts, C.M.G. 
Tho Hon. M'illt.vm Joseiui Trick hit.

Tho Hon. Daniel O’Connou,
Henry ClarEe, Esq.

EWINCr, Esq. (Chairman).
Chaei.es Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Ltonei, Kedah, Esq. 
'Thomas Hf,nry Hassall, Esq, 
Geo roe Black, Esq.
Francis Auottsi'us Wright, Esq. 
Frank Parnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the Railway system of the Colony from 
the present terminus at Kedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in the 
north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

Edmund Compton Batt sworn, and examined :—
939. Chairman.'] You are a member of the firm of Batt, Rodd, and I’urves (Limited), and you are L. C. Batt.
engaged m auctioneering, valuing, and all that class of business in connection witli the city, of which you ------'■-----.

lam. j’j

examined on the 30th March, 1897, before the Royal Com
are an old resident ?
940. Mr. Trickcit.] Do you remember being 
mission on'City Eailway Extension ? I do.”
OIL. On that occasion, in answer to Question 1S3S, you said—
w „ i 1 d° thatJt ‘S n““sal'>' ^ hrt''e 11 terminal station there at all. What I would suggest is a circular rai!-
uij to sei vu both the eastern and the western parts of the city. The trams would then run in opposite directions round 

tho city, and they would pass through Redfern as they now pass through any of the suburban stations. This would relieve 
tlie congestion of traflic at Redfern, winch is caused mainly by the suburban traffic, If the greater part of that traffic 
wcie taken away from Redfern, there would lie plenty of room them for a terminal station. Ronnie gonm long distances 
to Melbourne, or back into the country—ooultl as easily get a cab and drive to Redfern then as they do now. '
Do you still advocate those views ? I hold precisely the same views. If anything, my views have been 
rather strengthened by the evidence. I have taken the trouble, since I gave my evidence, to read all tlie 
evidence which was given before the last Royal Commission and the earlier one.’
942. Do you wish to add to the evidence jou then gave, and in what direction ? I do not know that 1 
can materially add to it. 1 explained at the time that it was not my province to be a surveyor or civil 
engineer. 1 spoke as one knowing Sydney well, and being accustomed to the wants of its people iu the 
way ot travelling, and also with regard to tho value of land. I do not think 1 can sav much more, except 
that my own views aro stronger than ever as to the undesirahleness of taking the railway and having a 
terminal station at Hvde Park. b

23 July, 1807

943. You still think that long-distance travellers should be deposited at Redfern ? At Redfern if it is
treated as a terminal station, and the shunting cau be got rid of by the plan I suggested—by a circular 
route, to give about a three-mmute service in alternate directions,—I think thev have room enough for 
I am afraid to say how many years. * °
944. You have not gone into the possible or probable expense of the scheme you advocate ? Only indi
rectly. Not being a surveyor, I have had to simply map out a suggested route which I thought was 
available. But I have studied very closely the levels and plans of Mr. Greenwood, who gave evidence 
here the other day. He was a perfect stranger to me, and he rather surprised me that such an available* 
route was so easily obtainable.

945.
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K. C. Bait.. j)0 y0|] wliat ]lf) sa|j ^ould bo tlie cost of Ins route? About £375,0011 ^
you auy objection to part of Jfyde Park being taken for railway purposes ? To passing through 

3 J u t, 7. ^ a p jj^g no Oj3jection Avliatever. I think a park or a church should give way to the public good, 
but I should think that to take away one of the best lungs of the city (13 or 14 acres) for a terminal station 
where it is not required would be a very great mistake, and I do not wonder that the people object to it. 
017. There is the view of the Railway Commissioners and the Engineer-in-Chief that it is par excellence 
the best site in Sydney for a railway;—you have considered that position, coming from men of their 
experience and knowledge ? I bow, certainly, to the ability ot the late Mr. Eddy as an administrator 
of the Department of Railways. I think he was far too broad-minded a man, if ho found a better route 
suggested, or if he were given an opportunity to judge of one, to think that he was the best judge of 
Sydney, and what its requirements were for the travelling public. As regards his administration of the 
railways, I join most sincerely in saying that 1 think his death is a great loss to the Colony. But l cannot 
understand that he could be a better judge than those who have been in Sydney much longer than himself 
as to where is the best station for a railway. ^
tH8. In connection with your circular scheme, have you considered that ISorth Sydney and the_ eastern 
suburbs have for a long time'been crying out for railway communication, and have you provided for 
working in your scheme with those suburbs ? Per North Sydney, yes, but for the eastern suburbs I have 
really given it very little thought. I do not profess to say much about the eastern suburbs. I think 
they are pretty well served as it is now. Tbe electric tram is being built. _ _
949. Is there any fresh information which you desire to give to the Committee ? I do not think I have 
much more to say. My thoughts since I gave my evidence have been directed into trying to see what 
the merits or demerits were with the scheme which was proposed, aud the more I have looked into it the 
more I have seen that it would not serve the people of Sydney. The bulk of the daily travelling public 
from the suburbs, I think beyond dispute lies west of George-street. I cannot see bow a station at Hyde 
Park would materially benefit auy of the daily travellers whose occupations oblige them- to go west of 
George-street. T tbink that is where b3r far the largest proportion of the traffic goes. Therefore tbe 
proposed scheme does not meet the long-made promise to the citizens of Sydney that suburban travellers 
should have a railway into the city. It seems to me absolutely a onc-side'd scheme. By what has been 
given in evidence since I was examined, it is admitted that in twenty years’ time the probability is that 
new arrangements would have to be made. I cannot see, in dealing with this important question, that 
it is wise to do anything less than face the question for all time.
950. You seem to lay great stress upon tho advantages your route would give to the people on the 
western side of George-street;—do you not think that the bulk of tho passengers from the western suburbs 
proceed to between, say, Elizabeth-street and George-street, rather thau to the west of George-street; 
would you not think that a far larger quantity of them were taken up there to offices and shops and 
warehouses rather than to the west of George-street ? No : I do not think so. I cannot speak 
accurately on the point, but I should imagine, at all events, the much larger business-settled portion of 
the community lies west of George-street rather than eastward.
951. Have you any figures to give? No.
952. ]t is merely a matter of opinion ? It is a matter of opinion only. _
953. Mr. Roberts.] When you state that the Department has room enough at Redfern for many years,
did you arrive at that conclusion after a personal inspection of the difficulties surrounding the yards at 
Redfern? I did, after many inspections. ... . .
954. Do you suggest any alterations iu the arrangements for working the traffic ? 1 maintain that if tho 
entrance through that neck of land to Redfern station has been enough for the-whole of the suburban 
traffic iu connection with the shunting, if you move the suburban traffic it ought to be enough to 
accommodate ten or fifteen times tlie present quantity of main-line traflic. The trouble, so far as I know 
anything about Redfern station, has been the continual shunting of the suburban passenger trains. 
I walked carefully round Redfern yard the other day. I found that there are heaps of room available, 
but which are now used for storing sleepers, iron chairs, rails, and things of that sort, and on the left-hand 
side, particularly for goods traffic ; and as I know it is the opinion of the Commissioners that goods traflic 
and passenger traffic should not be in the same place, with the area of land in Redfern yard 1 maintain 
that they want nothing better for a central yard for many years to come than the present terminus.
955. Chairman.'] It is not a question of area at Redfern, but a question of the shape of the station ? I
have already said that tlie shape of Redfern is most undesirable; but if it has been large enough lo 
accommodate the whole of the suburban and main-line traffic—and, in fact, the whole of tho goods as 
well—remove the groat danger of the shnuting of suburban trains, and it ought to be large enough for 
many years to serve ten times the traffic. _ ,
95(5. jifr. Roberts.] When you were examining the Redfern yard were you accompanied by any Railway 
official (o explain the modus operandi ? No ; 1 went aloue. _
957. I mean by any officer dealing with the arrival and departure of trains? Xp ; I know tho station
well; I did not want anyone to show me round Redfern station. _ _
958. Does it not occur to you that it may require some information from a man well up in the working
of railwavs to enable you to form a conclusion such as you seem to have done ? I think not; because as 
1 have already said in evidence, I have known this station for twenty years, and I know the traffic which 
passes through it, its mixed nature, and how it lias been utilised for the shunting of every suburban train. 
I say remove that evil, and you have enough room at Redfern for the next 100 years. _
959. Are vou prepared to show how that evil can be removed ? I do not know that there is any evil 
particularly to be removed.
9C0. Are you not aware of one dangerous point there to the carrying ou of the traffic ? I only know of 
the danger arising from Ihe necessary shunting arrangements interfering with the entrance of incoming 
trains through the tunnel. Given a free access, and no shunting to be done in Redfern station, 
I cannot see why you want any more land than is available in the present yard. If there is, the cheaper 
land should be taken on the other side of that neck of land, and not across at the Benevolent Asylum 
site. In one case you get ordinary, cheap land, but in the other, you arc going more and more into the 
city, which around Redfern is getting every day more valuable. _ _
9C1. What you mean is that you would prefer an extension of Redfern yard in a southerly direction to 
taking the railway on to the Benevolent Asylum ground, with a view to establishing a station there ? 
That is exactly what I mean. Any extension for a railway yard purely should, I think, be taken south: 
ward, and not northward.

9C2. .
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diHs'atUfmfinn ‘,Pl30rir !’nu ^ great deal of inconvenience would be experienced, and I ma\r gnv ®* Ratt- 
Beofern' insleifi of^0' ^ t',avellorH, if you asked tliem to bo dropped at Eveleigh or o-rTT^sn-
of the iravellero 1 ^arried on to tbo heart of the business portion of tlie cily ? A small section -3 July>189j-
at the dnoi- nf °[1g‘^la^nc'^!rare1lci's—would undoubtedly very much prefer, I daresay, to be landed 
e ven if Cdel ^ Austral,a Hotel or their club, or whatever place they were going to'stop at. But 
were stavino- 4 ^ ^ they xvould have to drive to the place where they
see mv rpason wl,1 pi, 'f eic®Ptl0n °f a^daily long-distance traveller, who carries no luggage, I do not 
Bedfern wXn^ohf6' ,onS'dlstaDC® tr;uus sll0®W not run round the loop-line I suggest, and back to 
foffSmrnl tn l gm? ?"yT ° cbango-it could land him wherever be liked. I do not propose

fl101! t C^0 P0'nt;v’ bllt 0Tl]^ a jdatform, for you cannot expect to keep an
0 P0lters except at the terminal station. ^
may term at Bedfcra or E^1eig'>. and then have a loop-line for what I
Urn railwav into th ^ i tnl jlc’ ..es ^al'to y0111’ mind satisfactorily deal witb the question of extending

1Au0Jappeor t0 -y0U t0 be 0Dly half doi®g the work F No ; I think it 
oc. 1 leduirements of the travelling public.
quentl/Iway frfmqthecncitynS"dlBtailCe travcl!er ? 1 travel 22 mi]cs a day eucb way, and I am very fre-

Bedf^n^ta^on^rrm ^air a^stant Parb<J. the Colony, and you arrive frequently at
from Bedfern as from Pirle-s)01111 ' r ^ eS‘ 1,vodlld be <lulte aa easy for m® to drive to my house by cab 
of the cab fare " rCC^ ^ d° n0^ Se<J ^ wou^d ma,tie an atom of difference in the amount

aphatirm'woiik^in!1”1^bembla^ station for long-distance travellers were retained at Bedfern au 
busiimsTnortion of tL t ^ Tgf Up,t0 f' to extend the line into the heart of the
daily travellers and imt ^ v f n°t‘ d ^ tbat t^109® most to be considered are the majority of 
a £ily want thnrfhp f.t ?‘dl ?CeiiPe0Ple,-wl10 are 011 !y occasiollal travellers. It is really to meet 
each way on he t™nl dT 'r1'0 <1,e Clty JS 80 rauch r0^ired' PeoPlc have to pay'2d. a day 
landed nearer the centre ofrimcTty001 ^ Clt}r CstcUSt0n has been PromiMd tor mailJ years-should be
do^not^thbk so* VflcP-not8t|aUC° traVe+]er deCi 6 ^ad SOme gr^eTance wben be carae to Sydney? I 
the city * * ai1^ where the long-distance traveller is brought into tho centre o£

to^ve w^nd nat/0U ]mh:t0 clT°P tbe loHg-distance travellers at Bedfern and
instead of bavino- r (E f " tJ.eu ^c a fern and Circular Quay to accommodate the suburban traffic,
miorim citrf"r?l otll lr, 't C ^ St I do not consider that this extension
tliat any extension o T 11°^'dli3taucc travellers is meeting the wants of the place. I consider
boko'nt xvhcrcB0^111^0 thhit* I sboaldtalte place on each side of George-street, and tho central station 
all time. 1 "ou d )e the cheaper, the better, and the more lasting plan—suitable for

I™ LTone of/w bUi,d'nS V'00^ Ccrt;un]y- AVe baxe to be thankful for small mercies,
nm^ntm onestn ood°l °PP°SC > 1116 lnt° ^ 1 cannot get all I want, but I say it is a
d r rtPPrit0 1)ePartmental 9®l'eme just showing one route only it
Sc uo ed aTan L.f r \ t’!, the ^ ^110 was a «"£g®8ti°n originally made to Mr. Eddy/ I

^•“ii s*y ih*‘ *o «*•«—“ •»
Mr S^lfe’^o^M^Crecm-!/^ bpeenTs1lblll'ttcd to the Committee, may I ask whose route yon prefer- 
Si-ouriilu^Ins • paid more attention to Mr. Greenwood’s; I took the trouble to go
accept my view'of/inhnu but I prefer to stand on the ground that I do not ask any one to 
by the Commissioner/L Rn/,/ ^ Z0’! '6' lr m “ot advocatlng nny particular route, whether it is suggestedX rsatrsiXu r; racti ^a ge“erai ^ a8t°the ^
would1 have S'b/ Idr/ ^ P.flrk ,Rcbe,|ie> J011 sa!d ^at iu twenty years probably a new arrangement

"'}iat0r:r rouUs maJ h®*adopted by Parliament in 
apply^ ' No not if a circnbir nil v<i ?'10Wt 1 of *b® Clt:y a,.ld lls suburbs, that the same arguments may 
witlim twenty^or hveiitv/fiv!// f llwa-v were mnde as aa ii™cr circle. I think it is very possible that 
vn. r ■ A / / V'l ,y y0U may want t0 malf® an outer circle as well If you make Bedfern

that year by « is getting more ^nndnmre the 
Jt i like tho MetronohK am n t olbfir b^e9> but ™11 not interfere with the existing ones.

bvTint me1’ iiCeP 0n rY^g.the Cirele8’
each direction all round the city within the imm drcle ^ ^ S " tllrce-immite serv^ 1,1
^hm-ef/v m;;nyySrs!!ind lo,1S-dlst!lncc travellci's at JicdpcrD ? -phere is ample accommodation for them

■hS. A largo number of mail hags arrives from Victoria, South Australia Vrest Australia and Fnrmip
in the tra2‘fg t? your,sc ten?0 j£ l«®g-'listance trains were kept at Bedfern, great delay' would take phlee 
in the transfernng and chocking of the mails and bagg Not necessarily. ' take place

aiT »iS? a^Si*^I'S“of l" 1’',ur,? “ri'8 "ot ‘”ls 10 ^ f™- th. station.
1 “c “l,,'r t', thi’ aMont° ^ “4
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E. C. Batt. 070. Do you know any city in the world where two lines of railway run parallel within half a mile of each 
'''"'“‘“■"'n other? 1 know where they are running a great deal closer. I have run into Gloucester, where two 

23 July, 1897. separate competing lines run alongside each other.
980. But it is not a railway to supply the wants of a city ? It is not done for the benefit of Gloucester. 
Those 1 propose are not competing lines. I do not consider that a loop-line is a competing line.
931. Looking at the peculiar configuration of Sydney, and the fact that it is built on a peninsula half a 
mile wide, do you think it is necessary for people to have two distinct lines running alternate ways in that 
small area;—is it not possible to supply tbe whole of that peninsula by one line passing through the city ? 
I do not. What is wanted for the requirements of the daily travelling public is to be served in both 
ways. I think both sides of George-street want to be served. _ _ ^

- 982. Ton think that a man on the west side of George-street wants a line between himself and Sussox-
strect, and that a man on the east side of George-sfreet; wants a line between himself and the Park? I 
mean to say that it would be very much nearer for him. _ _
983. You have had some experience as a railway passenger;—do you think two lines of railway on a circular
route will supply one half the requirements of the city at the present time ? I think it would do five or 
six times the tra'tfic. On a circular line yon could run a three-minute service. _
984. You are aware that it may be necessary in some parts of the day to bring in trains at an interval of 
four or five minutes, and to detain them for a time;—what are you going to do with the trains on the 
line during that time ? The trains on my line would never stop there.
98-5. Do you mean to say that it is a constant procession of trains going round tlie circle ? I do not mean 
to say it is a constant procession, but so far as the traffic warrants it to the suburbs, there will he a 
continuous service of trains on this circle running past Bedfern station.
986. If it is a continuous procession of trains, a train starting from A must come round and go back to 
B, to allow the other train to follow ? No ; my suburban trains would only come round fast enough to 
supply the wants of the suburban travellers. You might have your long-distance trains going through 
and coming out of the circle at Bedfem. I want to take the people from the suburbs to the city.
987. You think that a circular line will do for the next century ? It is a rather long time; I have seen
the London and North-Western yards grow at home. _
988. Do you think it is possible to conceive what the Bail way service here will be in fifty years’ time.
You have always land to the south, -which must of necessity be cheaper than land to the north. If it is 
large enough for the next twenty-five years, it will bo just as cheap to take the Benevolent AsjTum ground, 
in tiventy-iive years’ time as it is to-day. _
989. Do you know that any extension to Sydney will mean the destruction of all the buildings at Bedfern 
yard? 1 should not think that would be avital question—like the resumption of heavy-priced city land.
990. Do you knowr that owing to the peculiar configuration of the ground you cannot extend in any
direction in the present yard ? 1 would take land on one side or the other of the neck of the bottle; I
would go right out to Begcnt-street. _
991. Would you take Begent-street away? If necessary. It wouldbe cheaper than taking land to the
north. r
992. L’nder any scheme of city extension Bedfern must be adapted for the storage of spare stock ? That 
is my idea in urging the necessity for a loop-line. You do not require any storage. You make up your 
suburban trains which are always going to their natural destination.
993. At certain hours of the day trains run much more frequently than they do at other hours, and during 
these idle hours the trains have to be stabled somewhere ? They find the yard enough for the present wit h 

all the difiicully of shunting. If you want more room why not move the engine-sheds. What do you want 
with goods-trucks going dorni to load stuff. There is plenty of room in Bedfern yard if properly used.
994. Do you consider Mr. Eddy or yourself to he the better judge of that? I think it would be invidious
for me to say. I might think I was, and he, if alive, might say that he was. I do not think we are bound 
to accept the statements of these people. ... . ,
995. Do you think a gentleman who has spent his life in the Bailway service is not a better judge than 
you or I can possibly be of $ what: is wanted for the Bailway service here ? That is a difficult question to 
answer. I do not want to say that a man who is an expert does not know better than one who is not. _
996. Do you not think Mr, Kirkcaldie should bo able to form a better judgment of what accommodation 
is required for a certain amount of traffic than either you or myself? I must fence that question. ] do 
not want to say exactly what I think. May I say thai auy scheme emanating from the chief of a depart
ment naturally finds its support and . followers from those who are under him. It does not necessarily 
follow that it is the right scheme. It follows as a matter of esprit de corps that a man should support his 
chief in what he says.
997. I suppose you are prepared to admit that, when the head of a great department states that he
requires to conduct certain traffic in a certain space, and that he cannot conduct that traflic without that space 
is given to him, very great importance should be attached to his evidence ? Most certainly ; but he makes 
that statement with respect to suburban as well as main-line traffic. Bemove the difficulty of the suburban 
traffic, and it alters the whole ease. ,
998. It is the view of the gentleman at the head of the Bailway Department that, no matter what is done,
there will have to be considerable removals at Bedfern, and considerably increased accommodation provided ; 
are we to place reliance on bis evidence or not? I need not look round to appeal to gentlemen to attach 
what importance they like to that evidence. I. reserve my own opinion still. _ _
999. Mr. Ulack.'i What is your opinion of the value of that land in Hyde Bark ;—is it not high-class
land? You are trenching on rather delicate ground. When I give that information 1 am generally paid 
for it. I am not a philanthropist. I do not want to go into values. I spent twenty-three years in serving 
my time, and I generally get paid for my opinion on land values. Give me a route, and tell me what you 
want, and I think I will be able to give you as good an opinion as anyone else. So that 1 should not be 
accused of advocating the resumption of anybody’s land, or the adoption of anybody’s scheme, I come 
before this Committee absolutely free, not advocating any particular route, but simply trying to advocate 
a plan which I think is a good one for a city railway. _ _
1000. I did not ask you to state the value of tho land per foot, 1 only asked you if you do not think that
by reason, of its position, and its surroundings it is not liigh-class land ? Certainly. .
1001. And as valuable, probably, as most blocks of similar dimensions in the City of Sydney ? I could 
not quite say that, but Hyde Park land, no doubt, is valuable land. It is in a very central part of tlie
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city! oiul ns compared with the western line, the laud through w'hich the line would pass would compare C. Halt, 
favourably in price.
1002. Are you a believer in a connection with North Shore, eventually, by bridge or tunnel? Yes; but 1 -3 Julyi
do not say at present. ‘
1003. J)o you think if we had a central station at Hyde Park, it would he an easy matter to have a 
railway connection with North Shore in the event of communication being established by bridge or tunnel?
J'rom the evidence I have read, I think the only possible available way from Hyde Park is bv tunnel.
1004. TiYell, if tlie communication to North Shore be by way of a bridge, railway connection between 
Hyde Park and North Shore would be almost impossible ? Almost an impossibility.
H)i)b. In the case of city land of very high value, is it not a fact that the erections thereon in most cases 
go a little way towards determmiug the value ? I do not know that .1 quite gather your meaning.
100(1. If you have a very valuable block of city land, unless the buildings thereon be new and expensive, 
the value of the buildings, as a rule, has little effect in determining the value of the land? 1 should 
say, certainly. '
1007. IV here land runs into £1,000 a foot the ordinary cheap class of buildingisnotafactor in increasing 
f he value of the land ? But very slightly, because we would view it as an unsuitable building for the site.
In valuing land of that sort, if the building is of such an insignificant nature, that the land is of so much 
more relative value than the laud and building, wc pretty well ignore the building altogether.

i , Simeon Pranhel, Secretary, Great Synagogue, sworn, and examined :—
100S. c/itilrm/m.} You are Secretary to the Great Synagogue, situated in EliKabetlnstreet ? Iain. S Frankel
100!). Have you a statement to make ? I have a statement to make on behalf of the executive of the 
Great Synagogue. I do not appear here either to support or to oppose any particular route into the citv, 23 July 1897 
but merely to explain the effect which any extension ot the railway through Hyde Park wmuld have upon
1.1m building known as the Great Synagogue in Elizabeth-street.
1O1.0. You are now stating not your own views, but the views of the executive ? Yes.
1011. "Will you now proceed to make your statement ? First we desire to point out that about twenty- 
eight years ago, when the land was purchased, the site was selected on account of its being in such a quiet 
neighbourhood, right away from the principal city traffic, and also on account of there not being any 
likelihood of any buildings being erected on the opposite side of the street which could in anyway .
interfere with the holding of our services with due solemnity. We have expended about £28,000 on the 
building. Subsequently, much to our annoyance, the tram-line was built to pass the Synagogue, and 
although during service on every Sabbath, which lasts from 9 o’clock to 12 o’clock, and on the Day of 
.Atonement from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.. the Commissioners have always stationed a man in front of the Syna
gogue, with instructions to make the motors be taken past at slackened speed ; and we give them every 
credit for doing all they possibly can to minimise the noise ; nevertheless wo find great inconvenience at 
times; in fact, it is hardly possible to bear the minister speaking. Should the contemplated extension of the 
railway through Hyde Park be carried out, the constant running of trains and the noise attached thereto 
would, we feel, so seriously interfere with services being held as to render the Svnagogue almost useless 
for the purpose for which it was erected, as it would be impossible for the same'precautions to be taken 
in the case of the trains as arc now taken in the case of the trams, by slackening the speed and stoppiim 
the whistles. ' ii o
1^12. Are you aware how far the tram-line is from the front of the Synagogue ? Not many feet. 
lOlct. The distance is 28 feet;—are you aware bow far the nearest line of railway in Hyde Park wall be 
from the Synagogue ? No. “
101.4. The nearest line—what they call the long passenger line, which will not be used during those 
hours—is 175 feet from the Synagogueis your executive aware that the trains will he absolutely 
covered in with a roof ? I have no idea. '
1015. A great building covers the whole of that space, including the area in front of your Svnan-oguo, 
where you expect to ha.vo the annoyance ? We have not been supplied with any information, ^ °
]01G. Are you aware that the intention of the Department is to widen Elixabeth-street by 40 feet ? No.
B)17, Are you aware how many trams pass between 9 a.m. and midday within 28 feet of your Synagogue?

10 L8. Between those hours 252 trams pass the Synagogue, of which forty-eight railway trams will bo taken 
off and the number of trains which would come into the station at Hyde Park, based on the Kedfern 
traffic at present, during those three hours will be fifty-four; therefore you will have fifty-four trains in 
all probability going into and out of Hyde Park station, and the nearest train will pass within 175 feet of 
1lio Synagogue, and under coyer; whereas at present you have passing within 28 feet of your Synagogue 
forty-eight railway trams, which will cease to run when the railway is extended ;—there ;s some compen
sation in getting rid of so much tram traffic so close to your place of worship? On the other hand you 
must remember, sir, that they slacken speed on the trams. . “
1019. It is, after all, a question of disturbance? Yes; that is the principal reason why the executive 
.iskcd for jvu interview, JVot to oppose the matter in^ftny way, but oniy to express our views in case 
there should bo anything objectionable in connection with the proposal.

Alderman Charles Edward Jeanneret, sworn, and examined :—
1<)20. Chairman.] You are an Alderman of the City Council, and an old resident of the city ? Yes.
1021. Mr. Clark/j.] You were examined before the ftoyal Commission on City Hallway Extension on the 
29fh April last ? I was.
1022. Do you adhere to the statements you made in your evidence on that occasion? Yes.
1025. You disapprove of any extension of the railway to the city? No.
1024. 'What is it you have to state now ? I come here to-day under rather peculiar circumstances. I 

(originated this agitation in the Press and in the City Council against the proposal of the Government and 
ot the Commissioners to establish a fermimis at Hyde Park. ] had a long conversation with Hr. Eddy, 
who sent for me on this and other subjects. He gave me all his reasons for making the proposal, but he. 
faded to alter my opinion. 1 told him that, out of respect for him and his extended knowledge, I would 
take no public action in opposing his wishes in the matter, hut that it did not alter my opinion in any way. 
Since then I have not taken any part in public or in the City Council in agitating the matter, but'now‘1 
am required by my constituents and the City Council to support the statements I made before, and to

give

Alderman 
C. HI. '

Jeannenit..

23 July, 1397.
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Alderman give other reasons against the adoption of this proposal. In this I am not agitating. I am prepared to 
C. E. give my reasons more strongly than before for opposing this proposal.

Jeanneret. JQ25. In your evidence before the Hoyal Commission you said, “ My opinion is that the railway should not 
23 Jul ISO" Present be extended into the city further than it is now. The existing site is the most central, and the 
' U y’ centre will gradually extend towards the south-west, so that ultimately Kewtowuor Stanmorewill become 

the central point of"Sydney instead of Redfern,” and then you went on to say that Tiinco Alfred Park 
might be taken, if necessary, for an extension of the railway at Kedfern station ? Yes.
1026. Are yon aware that, without going to great expense, Prince Alfred Park from its position would be 
useless for an extension of the railway? Except for cleaning sheds, it is not of very much use, but the 
land near the tunnel can be very easily resumed. Quite enough land may be easily acquired there at much 
less expense than you could by going into Sydney.
1027. "Would not the land on either side of Itegent-strect cost very mucii more money ? I do not think so. 
102S. The City Council, it appears, are strongly opposed to taking any portion of Hyde Park ? The City

, Council protested to the Government a year ago, before this project was submitted to the Commission, 
and they protest strongly now. They are almost unanimous in a strong protest against any portion of 
the Park being taken; in faci, against any extension, as far as I understand it, of the railway into the city 
for passenger purposes, beyond the neighbourhood of the present terminus. ■
1029. In your former evidence before the Commission you stated, I think, that the Benevolent Asylum 
grounds miehfc be taken :—do you approve of the terminus being located on the Asylum grounds and a 
portion of the Cemetery? Mince I gave my evidence I have carefully looked over the plans submitted by 
the Kailway Department. I thiufe the station is most admirably designed for the purpose intended, and 
is most convenient in every way; but it should not be buill, I think, in any portion of llyde Park, or any 
portion of the city nearer than Carter’s Barracks or tho Benevolent Asylum, or in the neighbourhood of 
Kedfern station. If it is necessary to extend the lines for the shunting of passenger trains, it should be 
done cither on the south or on the north of the present discharging point.
1030. Are you aware that to extend the railway through the Benevolent Asylum grounds to Bclinore 
Park would cost £400,000 ? I do not consider that; the cost is a matter of great moment. I consider the 
rights and conveniences of the citizens are a matter of more consideration than an expenditure of 
£100,000 or so. As regards cost, if proper value is given for the land taken out of Hyde Park to the

• persons who are entitled to it—that is, to the citizens of Sydney—then, 1 say, this scheme will be infinitely
more costly than the other, and, besides, it will be less convenient.
1031. Can you give an idea of the value of that portion of Hyde Park ? In my opinion, land without 
buildings has no value, and land with buildings on it has very little value ; and, therefore, 1 would not like 
to value that land just now.
1032. You might give the Committee an idea of its approximate value ? I do not oppose the resumption 
of tho land on the ground of its value, but on the ground of its public convenience.
1-033. Mr. Wright^] On broad national grounds ? On national grounds, if you like ; but on grounds of 
convenience to tho persons who seek to bo couvenienccd. I am quite certain that those who think they 
will be convouicnced by being brought into Hyde Park will make a vow great mistake indeed. I have 
some knowledge how traffic is conducted in Sydney, and in a great many other cities. Although .1 know 
it would be a great convenience for the public to be able to get at the Commissioners and all their staff 
on that most beautiful site, yet that fact cannot influence me in my clear conviction that the central 
station should be in the immediate vicinity of Kedfern.
1034. The cost of the station would he considerable, and no revenue would be derived unless the line were 
extended further? Very little revenue will be derived it it is brought to Hyde Park—certainly nothing 
in comparison with what has been estimated by the Commissioners,
1035. But we have the evidence of the Railway Commissioners and Government officials to the contrary ?
I think I know something of traffic. As far as trallic goes, I may be able to form as good an opinion on 
that point as some of the officers of the Department. X am quite certain that if the Commissioners havo 
based their estimate on the revenue they expect to derive from bringing the present passengers they 
discharge at Kedfern into Hyde Park they will not get a tenth of the traffic.
1036. Perhaps you will make a statement of your views to the Committee? My first objection to this 
proposal is that St. James’-road is by no means the centre of the area which should be served by tho 
extension of the railway. I grant that it, will servo a number of influential people, ft will serve a 
number of persons who are engaged in various large businesses in this part of the city, but it will not 
serve the majority of the people who alight at Kedfern to go to the manufacturing and industrial centres, 
who can purchase their goods at cheaper rates in Belmore Park and round about there than in the city, 
and who, 1 might almost sajr, by ten to one will prefer to be put out there than to bo brought by railway 
to St. Jaines’-road and havo to go bade to their place of business.
1037. They can get out at Kedfern still, and take the iram ? So can those who want to go to Kedfern 
get out here and take the train.
1038. Mr, GJarlccJ] Aten had better go on with your statement ? I know no city with a configuration
like Sydney has, where it has ever been thought desirable to bring the passenger traffic into the heart of 
the city by a direct railway. I know of no city where the plan of putting the central station on almost the 
highest part of the city has been adopted. AVe know very well that the greater part of the traffic of this 
city will be conducted round to the shores of the harbour, and a very few feet above the level of the 
harbour. The harbour, to a large extent, regulates the column of trade about the city, and the business 
places arc on the lowest levels of the city. Mercantile places are mostly on the lowest levels of the- 
city. This station is on a high level, ami necessarily any persons wanting to go east or west will have to 
go up hill at a slow pace, and in coming, from that place they will have to descend the hill with so mo 
danger. The top of a hill or a high elevation is not the place for a central railway station. I venture to 
say that in no place in the world will yon find a central station on the top of a hill. Again if wc only 
had our tramways completed as they will bo in a year or two. these passengers who advocate an extension 
of the railway would not require it. The principal objections to the present system of travelling are the 
inconvenience, the delay, and the expense caused by the changing at Kedfern station. The expense, the 
delay, and the inconvenience are altogether unnecessary. Again, the suburban traffic is rapidly being 
extended by trams and otherwise in all directions, and the competition between the tramway and the 
railway from St. James’-road to Kedfern and other places will be so great that very little traffic will be left 
to the railway. 1 do not care so much about whether it pays or not, but I say the convenience will not 
be great, and the injustice to the citizens of being deprived of thp ppprsation ground they have in Hyde 
Bark will be very great indeed. ’ ' ' 1039.
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1039. I suppose you are aware that a very large number of people come in from suburbs as far out as .Alderman
Parramatta, and that there is a large inland traffic ? Tea. C-.JS*
1O4.0. Do you not think that the large number of passengers who come in from the various suburbs and eanB<iret- 
from all parts of tho Colony are entitled to some consideration? True. 23JiJr*1897
10dl. It would he more convenient for them to come to St. James’-road than to land at Redfern, and to '' *
tranship into the trams ? I do not think so. I think with the trains approaching the railway-station at
a reasonable distance and properly regulated, Redfern would be quite as convenient, in fact more con
venient to the great bulk of the passengers than a station at St. James’-road. "When the George-street 
tram is constructed, it will not be so convenient to be landed at St. James’-road by any means as it will be 
to bo landed at Redfern.
1042. You object to any portion of Hyde Park being taken away from the public ? I do.
1043. Do you not tbink that the Domain, Moore Park, Centennial Park, Prince Alfred Park, and the rest 
of Hyde Park would be sufficient for the public ? I daresay they would, if they had not already the whole 
of Hyde Park, which is more largely availed of than any other park. I do not see why the citizens 
should he deprived of it, for the sake of conreniencing the very limited number of people who want to 
be brought from Strathfield or other stations to St. James’-road. In fact, I know public opinion is very 
strongly against this proposal, and I am voicing, I believe, the opinions of nine-tenths of the inhabitants 
of this city. The advocates of this extension nothing like approach the number of people you meet 
against it.
1044. That is only a matter of opinion? It can easily be tested.
1045. In your former evidence you said you would like to see a railway run on the eastern side of 
Darling Harbour through Susscx-street, and then go down to Circular Quay in tunnel under Flagstaff ‘
Hill? On that point, after conversation with Mr. Eddy, I modified my opinion. I am not quite sure 
that the time has come when a goods line could he profitably constructed around the harbour. I am 
rather of opinion now that on the proposed tramway wool will be conveyed to the wool ships without the 
necessity of the railway, which I thought, when I gave my former evidence, would bo very desirable. I 
know very few cities with a water frontage such as Sydney lias where the railway does not go round by 
the shipping. It will come by-and-by here, but it might be postponed for the present.
1040, Do you consider that the facilities on the west side of Darling Harbour and the proposed extension 
to Darling Island will be quite sufficient for the goods-traffie for many years ? T do not think so—it is 
possible they might be. I tbink that a great improvement, and a profitable improvement, too, could bo 
made on the western side of Snssex-treet, by the resumption of all the wharfs, and the making of a street,
1047. Are you aware that the greater portion of the goods coming into Sydney by train has to bo taken 
by road to the stores of the various auctioneers and salesmen ? Yes.
104S. And that very little—according to the evidence, not more than 5 per cent,—goes direct by rail to 
the shipping in the harbour ? Just so, but these stores and sale-places are along Darling Harbour.
1019. Mr, Your contention is that Redfern terminus if moved at all should not be moved further
north than the vicinity of Devonshire-strcct, and that the travelling public are sufficiently well served by 
being put down there ? Yes ; and electric tramway transit is infinitely cheaper than railway frausit.
1050. There is a tramway system in connection with tho railway, and, therefore, it cannot be so intensely 
convenient to the people to be put out at Redfern, because it necessitates an extra service to get to the 
Quay ? I do not think so.
1051. If there were no tramway service from Redfern station, how would they get into the city? I 
suppose there would be an omnibus service.
1052. The railway tram service has its first stopping place at Liverpool-street ? Yes.
1053. Does not that prove conclusively that, the desire of tho people is to get to the city as speedily as 
possible, and that the subsidiary traffic between the station and Liverpool-street is not of sufficient 
importance to necessitate the stopping of the railway tram before it reached that point ? The delay at 
the station before the tram starts often amounts to live or ten minutes, and people do not wait for that 
tram, or if they do they are greatly inconvenienced, and thoroughly disgusted at the way Ihe service is 
carried on. The tram either staris before the trail! arrives, or waits five minutes after it arrives. It is 
very rarely you can get a railway tram, and you have to go to George-street to get a tram.
1054. Suppose you lived at a western suburb, and you came to Sydney by train every day, which would 
you sooner do—ride in the tram to King-street for l^d., or continue in your train to King-street for Id.? 
Hnquestiouably I would rather take a tram of the modern and improved style which you will have here 
presently. There is no comparison whatever between the comfort and convenience of riding in an 
electric tram and being landed in close proximity to your destination, and being landed at King-street 
from a. train.
1055. TVould you sooner alight from a train at Redfern and take a tram to King-street at a cost of lid. 
than continue your ride to King-street for Id. ? I would much rather take ihe electric tram.
105(3. Any tram? Certainly not, I would not ride in these trams, to have my teeth knocked out, and be 
delayed and inconvenienced. It is these beastly things which prejudice the people against using the trams.
1057. Are you not avvaro that for a great many years the suburban people have demanded an extension 
of the railway into the city ? I am aware that the suburban people to a limited number have been 
demanding an extension, and that mercantile people have been demanding an extension too, but the 
mercantile people have always thought that the extension would be to the westward.
1059. Are not a majority of the suburban people business people of this city ? They arc most influential 
wealthy people.
1059. But numerically ? Numerically they arc nowhere in the matter of traffic.
1000. Is it not a fair inference that the majority of those who are agitating for this extension have their 
occupations and businesses in the City of Sydney ? Yes.
10GI. That being the case, on what ground do the City Council oppose the bringing of the railway into 
tho city ? Because, in their opinion, the majority of their constituents are opposed to iU extension, and 
thoso persons who seek to be brought to this particular spot, they reckon, constitute but a small portion 
of tho travelling public. No doubt they are a most important and influential section, but numerically in .
the opinion of the City Council, they arc very small.
10G2. The population in the western suburbs at all events is very considerable, and is largely increasing?

19G—G 10G3.
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Aldferm&n 1063. Inasmuch as these persons have as much interest in the citv as the City Councillors themselves, 
Jean'ncVet. ^P011 w^a^.ground do the City Council wish to debar them from getting proper conveniences ? I take it 

their interest is of quite a different sort. They are residents of places outside the city. They are 
S3 July, 1897, I1oti citizens. The greater part of them are not ratepayers. "

1064. Is the Mayor of Sydney a citizen? Yes. " ‘
1065. Do you live in the city ? No; but 1 am a ratepayer.
1066. Are not suburban people who have a business in the city citizens ? They reside outside the city. 
They have their parks and can enjoy beautiful air without the trouble of leaving their own homes. They 
are not in the parks in the day or at night—they are at their businesses or their suburban homes. These 
parks are for the benefit of the residents of the city and persons who cannot take their recreation in the 
suburbs.
1067. Why should the City Council wish to debar so many of its own residents, you might say, from 
getting into the city by a railway ? Because their superior knowledge tells them that there is a much 
better way of doing it than that proposed by the Kailway Commissioners, and that is to have an electric 
tram up eveiy other street. The system should he adopted in this city which has been adopted in every 
progressive city. In these cities they do not seek to bring the railways into the city, but they provide a 
service of electric trams, of whose economy and advantage the people in this city have no conception. As 
soon as that electric tramway is made in G-eorge-street there will be a change of feeling on that point.
1068. Suppose it were to be decided that the railway must be extended to the city, are you prepared to
suggest which route it should take ? I am not. J

_ 1069. Suppose it has been satisfactorily demonstrated, and that it can be satisfactorily demonstrated to
you that the extension of the railway from Kedfern station in the interests of the public is absolutely 
necessary, would you not think that the objections which have been alleged by yourself and the City 
Council against its extension to the city might he waived? Jt was demonstrated to me by Mr. Eddy 
that the arrangements at Redfern must bo greatly altered, but he never said it would have to be removed 
from Kedfern. I did not understand that it was held to be necessary that tho station should be removed 
from Redfern, but that great alterations would be necessary there.
1070. Suppose the evidence before the Committee from the Department and from Mr. Eddy himself is 
that it is absolutely necessary to remove the railway system in the interest of the safety of the travelling 
public? My common sense tells me, as it should tell any man, that it could be made equally as safe at 
Redfern as at St. James’-road, provided you have the land to do it.
1071. Provided the laud is not there, what then? It is there. It is only a question of resumption, 
which is a question of expense.
1072. After you have made the resumption at very great cost, and still have an inconvenient yard, are you 
not aware that not one penny of additional revenue would be obtained ? 1 have seen the plans, and I 
say there is much more land to be got cheaply' there.
1073. Can yon not see, no matter what expenditure takes place, or how cheaply the land is resumed, no 
additional revenue will be derived ? No additional revenue will be obtained by bringing it to Hyde 
Park, because the electric tramway can carry the people more cheaply than the railway, and more 
conveniently to the exact place where they want to go. The proposed terminus of the railway at Hyde 
Park is not central; it is not convenient to the people who want to go on the western side of Pitt-street.
1074. But if the tram fare is 1 ^d, and the railway fare is Id., surely the railway is the cheaper of the 
two ? By no means ; tho tramway is. Por instance, between Minneapolis and St. Paul, two cities, when 
the electric tramway was huilt the electric railway ceased to run except for through trafinc.
1075. Mr. Roberts.'] Have any petitions been presented to the City Council from the citizens of Sydney, 
asking the Council to use their influence in their behalf in opposition to this proposal ? Not written 
petitions. The Council is only giving its own opinion.
1076. How do you arrive at the conclusion in the City Council that it is the wish of the citizens that the 
proposed extension should not be carried out? Because each alderman is in touch with the ratepayers, 
and from conversation with the ratepayers, I think we are all able to judge what the opinion of the 
ratepayers is.
1077. Mr. Trickett.] A gentleman has suggested another route by which tho whole of "VVynyard-square 
is proposed to be taken for a railway station; would you, as an alderman, favour that proposal ? No.
1078. Do you think the public would ? I think not.

TPESDAr, 27 JULY, 1897.

present;—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humpherv. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Chahles James Roberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O'Connor,
Henrt Clarke, Esq,

Charles Axfhed Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Began, Esq. 
Thomas Henrt Hassall, Esq.
G koroe Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Prank Parnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the Railway system of the Colony from 
the present terminus at Redfern into the City, including the erection of a largo Central Station in the 
north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

N. Selfe, 
.I.C.E., 
J.M.E.
uly, 1897,

Norman Selfe, M.I.C.E., M.LM.E., sworn, and further examined :—
1079. Chairman ] Yon desire to make an explanation to the Committee with regard to the approach to 
the yard, and the population which you could provide for by a resumption between Eveleigh yard and 
Redfern,.and also an extension on the western side of the station giving you a better approach to Darling 
Harbour ? Yes. J desire to give the information which I was asked for the other day, but which I was 
then unable to give.

1080.
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1080. Mr. Soskins.'] Will you be good enough first to explain the purpose of the map you exhibit ou tho N.- Selfe, 
easel This is the official 40 feet to the inch map extending from Eveleigh yard to Devon shire-street. It. vJ't' 
shows in the extreme bottom the Eveleigh station, Well-street bridge, the tunnel, and Kedfern yard, about
which so much complaint has been made as to tho difficulty of managing the traffic. It shows how, by 27 July, 1807, 
moving Regent-street back to the west—by resuming property between Banh-strect and Cleveland-street,— ‘ 
the railway could he made wide enough for twelve lines, the tunnel being removed altogether, and the 
bridge put across to connect Cleveland-street and Regent-street.
1081. What would the yellow tint represent ? It shows the proposed resumption. The brown line shows 
the new bridge, which it will be seen is about only a third of the length of the present tunnel.
1082. What do the hatched portions tinted brown show? That is where Regent-street goes now. You 
could not extend the lino from St. Raul’s Church grounds, westerly, without going over Regent-street.
1083. Cliairman.~\ Will you be good enough now to make the statement you desire to make? It is as follows:—■

Resumptions necessary to cite Twelve Lines of Approach to Redfern Terminus.

The Committee on the 22ml instant asked the value of the land included under the proposal submitted, and requested 
me to supply further information. A larger map, 40 feet to the inch, since prepared, now shows the whole of-the 
railway premises from Levons lure-street to the Eveleigh yard, and the details of the properties that would ho required for 
twelve lines, ^ The first thing to note in this plan is that by throwing about 2 acres of the railway premises into George 
and Devonshire streets—Redfern yard is so exceedingly large that it could easily spare 2 acres—a magnificent frontage and 
grand open space for u terminus is secured. The second point is, that a new terminus as proposed for Hyde Park, with a' 
roof 740 feet by 380 feet does not take up much more than one-third of the whole Redfern site. If it is commenced on 
the present waste ground, new platforms can be erected, and trains brought in without disturbing the present main plat
forms. The third is, that by resuming the ground tinted blue, and straightening Regent-street, several acres can he added 
to the station in the future, if required by tho expansion of the Colony, -
That station shown with a frontage extending from Carey’s shops to the Railway steps ia exactly the same 
bIec as proposed by the Government for Hyde Park, a station which is now said to be equal to the require
ments of the Colony for twenty years to come. But suppose it is required to be doubled in the future, you 
can take out more ground and straighten Regent-street, still having the improvement of the city going hand 
in band with the extension of the railway. All that ground tinted blue can be had ; but that will be a 
comparatively costly resumption compared to what I propose now for working twelve lines into the terminus.

I find that the rent of shops in Regent-street, with 17 ft. din. frontage, is 2ns, per week, and that the rents in 
Eveleigh-strect, for frontages averaging 12 feet, run from 6s. Cd. to lls. 6d. per week, as marked on the plan.

trnm this I deduce a value, allowing for forced resumption, of £70 per foot in Regent-street, and £40 per foot in Eveleigh, Chippen, and Woodburn streets.
The following frontages are taken in the plan before you :—

Regent-street, 400 feet, at £70...................................................................... £28,COOChippen-street ................................ gjj feet,
Woodburn-street.............................. 390 ,,
Eveleigh-streot .............................. 98d ,,

Total l,4f>0 feet, at £40 58,400

I would particularly ask this Committee-— ’
1, J 0 go on to the foot-bridge, crossing to Terminus-street, and look at the immense area now wasted ; that can be

utilised for the improvement of the terminus at Redfern.
2. To inspect the stums and cheap property proposed to he taken for a western citv route from George-street bridge to

Hay-street. “
examine leading officers of the Railway, representing the traffic, &c., as to tho schemes submitted by the author. 

4. To insist that the improvement of the city, and not the destruction of histone sites, should accompany any scheme 
for a city railway ; and that by a Betterment Bill, all private properties improved should pay towards the cost.

1084. Your proposal carries with it the resumption of that area of land lying between the present line and 
Eveleigb-street, and going as far north as the corner of Banks-street and Regent-street, where there will 
be a further resumption in order to locate the present street ? Yes.
1085. And recognising that it is objectionable to bring your goods traffic through Redfern yard, you 
propose to take the tunnel from near Eveleigh yard down to Darling Harbour? Yes. There will be no 
more tunnelling than is necessary to get the grade out into daylight.
10Sf,; It means the laying down of two more lines there? Six more lines altogether—two for goods to 
Darling Harbour, and four for extension into the city as part of a circular railway and extension to North 
Shore. "
1087. Are you going to have six lines to Darling Harbour ? The two lines from Darling Harbour, which at 
present run into the others, 1 propose to carry further back towards Eveleigh.
1088. It means laying out a new line to approach Darling Harbour ? Yes.
1089. Your second expense is the resumption of land ? Yes.
H090. Your third expense is the erection of such station buildings as may be regarded to be necessary to 
give practically the same station as is proposed at Hyde Park ? "Yes.
1091. Your scheme is beset with some difficulty in carry mg on traffic while altering the line, which, how
ever, you explain that by utilising for the present the old station buildings, you, to a considerable extent, 
obviate ? I get over the difficulty of disorganising tho traffic, and running a risk of accident by making 
a station practically equal to the present one on what is now waste ground—that is, by utilising the surface 
from Terminus-street over the top of Darling Harbour branch to what is now about No. 11 platform.
1092. You do not propose to take the mail trains into the city ? It would be presumptuous on my part 
to give an opinion as to that matter, but, personally, I do not think it is necessary to carry the long
distance trains any further than Redfern,
1093. Mr. Hoskins.} Your proposal involves the passing of a Betterment Bill, but Parliament is very
much opposed to passing a Betterment Bill ? There is not the slightest doubt that the railway as shown 
on the Hyde Park extension plan, running through the burial-grounds, will very much deteriorate the value, 
of the ground extending from Hay-street to Devonshire-street, because it runs on a viaduct right across1 
the land. If one portion that is deteriorated is to suffer, the part which is benefited ought to contribute. 
lU9fi. Mr.^Black.} Do you propose to do anything with Railway-place, which runs at tho back of Regent- 
street? That lane is now known as Terminus-street. At present under the scheme, so far as it is shown, 
there is only a woodward taken, which I have not included in my valuations. '
1095. Mr. Hoskins.] Some people who are not friendly to the proposal to take the railway into Hyde 
Park argue that 10 acres is not a sufficient area, and that the Railway Department have mere land at 
Redfern than 10 acresare you aware that it is not intended that any of the dead stock or empty-

carriages
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N. Selfe, carriages should be kept at the present terminus, but that Itedfern yard should bo made a depbt for 
M Lvi^E* roll>ng-stock ? I understand that; and one weak point in the Hyde Park scheme, and a strong point in 

the Kedfern scheme, is that, instead of running the long-distance trains from St. James’-road right back
27 July 1897. *° Eveleigh yard-----  i

* X09G, To Kedfern yard ? It is less distance from Kedfern yard to Eveleigh, where there is an immense
area of ground, than it is from Hyde Park to Kedfern.
1097. Mr. Black.'] Prom the tenor of your evidence it appears to me that the difficulty in properly
utilising the space available at Kedfern or making use of the resumption on the western side, is due to 
the fact that the Darling Harbour line runs through the main station ? That is the principal difficulty, 
I believe. ,
1098. Then the diversion of that line for the goods traffic simplilies these matters of alteration ? Jt
would add several acres that are at present waste ground to the area in the Kedfern site. Although there 
are only two lines going to Darling Harbour, it is in a cutting, and it is very wide at the top. .
1099. Chairman!] Can you tell the Committee whether your line to carry the goods traffic to Darling 
Harbour would pass to the west of the broad red line shown as the western boundary of the station 7 
The. Darling Pfarbour branch might be kept anywhere until it came out to daylight.
1100. Where would you come out to daylight ? I have not worked out the levels. Having the full width 
to work on the engineers would naturally keep the Darling Harbour line right over to the left-hand side.
1101. Mr. Black.] It would probably come out at the back of Inglis’saleyards ? It would come out at
George-street, where it does now. The Darling Harbour branch is very steep, and this will give them an 
opportunity to improve the grade. _
1102. Chairman.] Either you will have a tunnel from where you propose to take ofE near Eveleigh yard 
to beyond the area shown by the plan, or you will havo to have an immediate resumption beyond that 
shown on your plan? In one instance it means more resumption than you show, and in the other 
instance it means a very long tunnel ? We will assume that there are twelve lines going along to the 
south of Cleveland-street, and when you get to Cleveland-street sis: of thorn begin to descend and go down 
into a tunnel. They will then be underground in all this part, and portion of this wide strip which is 
over the top mf that tunnel will he available for sidings. They would not make any difference to the 
south of the tunnel, because you have the six main lines, and in addition to those you would have four

. lines for the city railway, and two lines for Darling Harbour; but when you once dropped the Darling
Harbour line below the surface, you would then have the ground overhead available for additional 
standing room in Kedfern yard. ,
1103. Will you point out to the Committee approximately your approach if your scheme were carried 
out to Darling Harbour, as far ns the map will permit you to show it ? The tunnel would begin about 
Cleveland-street and terminate at George-street.
1101. Either you would have a tunnel, which would go from Cleveland-street to George-street, or you 
would have to resume immediately some of the land tinted blue on your plan? Ko; the tunnel would 
run underneath the roads in the station,
.1105. It will bo a tunnel? To a short tunnel like that I can see no particular objection. To save 
further resumptions, I say put it into a tunnel. If you ran it out towards Hegent-street, and resumed 
more land, it would be in the way of any future extension of the railway; it would mean shifting it again 
in the future.
1106. Mr. UZacI'.] You do not propose a new course? Yo. _ _
1107. Chairman'] A new course from Cleveland-street for a portion of it ? I have no doubt it would.
So as to allow the tunnel to be huilt before the present Darling Harbour line was disturbed, it might be 
put a little bit nearer to Terminus-street, where there is room—under where the coal and tar sheds are 
now. That is a matter of detail for the railway engineers to work out. 1 do not propose that the new 
tunnel for Darling Harbour should go outside ihe railway boundaries. ,
110S. It means the construction of two newlines to Darling Harbour ? Yes ; but from Cleveland-street 
to George-street.
1109. Or it might be from beyond Cleveland-street? It would depend on circumstances, 1 propose
that it should begin to burrow approximately at the present tunnel, so that when it gets into the railway 
yard it is underground. '
1110. If it started nearer to Eveleigh it would be in resumed land ? IE you resume the wide strip from 
the present yard right back to Eveleigh, it does not matter where you go down into tunnel.
111L Mr, Bohcrts.] Are you prepared to submit to tho Committee any scheme to carry not only the 
suburban traffic but the long-distance traffic—that is, to have a terminal station in what I call a central 
business portion of the city, as near the General Post Office as possible. It appears to me tnat the 
weak portion of your scheme is the fact that long-distance passengers will either have to change atJ 
Kedfern station, or take cabs to reach their destination. Any scheme, to my mind, will be incomplete 
unless it brings the whole of the traffic down to the business centre of the city ? I quite appreciate your 
points. I have considered them thoroughly, hut I have arrived at just the opposite conclusion, namely, 
that the present terminus is near enough for all time as a permanent terminus. I have been in seventy 
of the principal cities of the world, and judging by them—and that is really the key-note on which my 
scheme is based—I think the present site is sufficiently near for along-distance terminus, because Sydney 
is extending southerly so fast, and if anyone comes from a long distance, and has to take a cab to go to 
Kandwick, he may just as well go from the present site as from Hyde Park. If anyone arrives with no 
luggage or impedimenta, it is nothing for him when the tickets are collected to change, as I change every 
day. At the present time the northern passengers have all to change, except for a few trains, at 8 truth- 
field, and it is only carrying out the system, which exists everywhere, where local Hues intersect main 
lines.
1112. Mr. Black!] You mean that every traveller by train cannot expect to have a railway to the door of 
his hotel ? That is so ; and I mean to say further, that the city extension is essentially a local extension, 
more in the nature of a tramway, and more with the object of linking up, as it should do, the whole ot 
the suburbs—eastern, western, and marine, and that it should, if possible, be able in bring people from 
the eastern suburbs and people from the western suburbs into connection, not only with one another, hut 
with the steamboats which run to the harbour suburbs, And, therefore, a local lino of that kind should 
not he mixed up with the long-distance traffic, where a totally different class of coaches runs on the lines, 
and a totally different class of passengers travels. 1113.
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3.113. Do you think that your position will be weakened, and the ease for a Hyde Park extension made
stronger, if the Eailway Commissioners, in addition to building a station in Hyde Park, build a large hotel jj’
also in connection with the station? I do not see whv they should not. If the Railway Commissioners r
huilt a large hotel they would be only doing what groat railway companies of the old world do. But 27 July, 1897.
speaking from a public point of view, I think it would be undesirable for the Railway Commissioners to '
interfere with business in that way ; they do to an extent with their refreshment-rooms. It is a matter
which I have not thought out, and I would rather not give a decided opinion upon it.
Hid. Do you think if the railway were carried to Hyde Park it would be an easy matter, in the event of 
an extension by bridge or tunnel to North Shore, to form a connection between Hyde Park station and 
North Shore? It can only be done by tunnel, without making a most costly detour. You would have 
to make an “ S” curve; that is shown by the Engineer-in-Chief’s plans. It is in evidence by railway officials 
over and over again that yon cannot get from Hyde Park to North Shore by a bridge, t favour a bridge 
lor tho Government as against a tunnel. I would let as many people make tunnels as they liked, but I 
should have only one bridge.
1115. Chairman.] Is there any other statement you desire to make? No ; except that I hope the Com
mittee will consider that my valuations are only those of an amateur. I was never in Eveleigh-street 
before this morning. Every lady I met there, however, was most polite, and told mo the rent she paid for 
her house, which enabled me to supply you with the value of the resumptions proposed.

Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, sworn,
and further examined

1116. Chairman.'] Have you had an opportunity of seeing the scheme which has been proposed to the H. Deane. 
Committee by Mr. Greenwood ? Yes ; he showed me the plans of the scheme himself,
1117. You understand exactly what he intends to do ? I think so. 27 July, 1897.
1118. Can you toll tho Committee your opinion in regard to his scheme ? It is essentially a tunnel scheme.
1119. Mr. Roskins.] He proposes to have about a mile of open cutting? Yes; but there is a good deal
that is underground too, and that, I think, is objectionable.
1120. Chairman!] What is your next objection to his proposal ? I think it is also objectionable, becanse 
it separates the traffic too much, There is no provision for bringing the long-distance trains into Sydney.
The Railway Commissioners havo expressed a very decided opinion as to the desirableness of bringing both 
to a central terminus for the sake of economy of working, and also because there is a large class of long
distance traffic, of a semi-suburban type, which ought to be brought into town as much as the suburban 
trains. There is no possibility of dealing with that class of traffic on Mr. Greenwood’s scheme, in my 
opinion. "
1121. Mr. Hoskins!] He proposes to have a terminus at the Custom House, about 15 feet underground ?
I do not like that. I dare say it is quite possible to carry out, in a way, everything which Mr.
Greenwood has put before the Committee : but I think it would be an exceedingly troublesome thing, 
and the station, being so much belowr the level of the harbour water, would give continual trouble, I 
am sure.
1122. Mr. Lee!] Would it be possible to carry on goods traffic as well as passenger traffic on that line?
Mr, Greenwood proposes to use his line for goods traffic, but I think it is pretty ■well recognised that 
passenger traffic and goods traffic ought to bo separated. Mr. Greenwood says ho can do this, and carry 
on the two, and he can carry out other arrangements. But it appears to me that where his opinions stand 
in opposition to our chief traffic authorities in this country, they should be taken with considerable caution.
1123. Chairman!]^ You have explained that you view the station as being a number of feot under high-
water, and necessitating very extensive terminal arrangements;—will you now tell us what you think of 
the shunting appliances ? I pointed out to Mr. Grcemvood when ho saw me that Circular Quay was 
practically the terminus of his cily extension, and that he had not shunting accommodation sufficient for 
the purpose, but he said he did not propose that that should be a terminal station ; that he would carry his 
line on to tho eastern suburbs ; and lhat the waiting-place for the trains would be at Paddington, or some
where out in the eastern suburbs. That, of course, is unworkable. Even if some of the trains wrent right 
through to the eastern suburbs, all of them would not do so. Tho traffic on the two lines, it is not likely, 
would be equally balanced ; there would be a majority of trains on one line or the other. No doubt that 
would be on the existing suburban line. Consequently you would have to shunt some trains at Circular 
Quay, and you would require accommodation for that purpose. But, even supposing that there were tho 
same number of trains, I pointed out to Mr. Greenwood that, if he worked to a time-table, he must have 
some place where the trains would stop, so as to enable them to wait for time, but I did not succeed in 
making him see that. It is a principle which is well understood by the traffic authorities. It is quite 
clear that a train coming in from the western suburbs, if it got in a little late, and went on to the eastern 
suburbs, would be late on that line as well. It would throw the whole trains on the system, and that 
is an undesirable thing. You would have to arrange a time-table so that tho trains would have to stop at 
what is practically the terminal station—that is, for the two kinds of traffic to be dealt with under Mr. 
Greenwood's scheme. There is not, in my opinion, sufficient accommodation provided at Circular Quay 
for the purpose. ■
IHM. Mr. Hoskins.] Suppose that on a busy day, for instance on Eight-hour Day or on a holiday, the 
trains came in quickly to the proposed terminus at Circular Quay, the trains would very soon have to 
return for more passengers :—but suppose that an engine or a carriage might be broken down and have 
to he detached from a train, how could it be done with only two lines of rails at the terminus 13 ft. 6 in. 
underground ? No ; it would be exceedingly difficulty to manage.
1.125. Mr, Greenwood proposed to have an open cutting from Campbell-street up to the corner of 
Bathurst-streefc and George-street, to cross under George-street and York-street, providing, I think, a 
surface station at Wynyard-square, and to have another open cutting from Margaret-street to Circular 
Quay;—from your experience of railways, are long open cuttings in the business part of the town 

. customary ? No ; it would be a very unusual thing, although on the Metropolitan lino between King’s 
Cross and Moorgate-street, London, there are considerable lengths of open cutting, 
il 26. But they are short lengths, are they not—only a few chains ? There are some considerable lengths 
more than a few chains, hut they are mostly situated in property which is not very valuable.

1127.
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112/. Mr, Wright,'] Having examined Mr. Greenwood's plan, do you think his scheme is practicable in 
27 July 1397. sense word—that it meets the requirements of railway extension into the city ? I do not think

, ) 1 it would meet the requirements.
1128, In fact, you think it is not a practical scheme? 1 should not like to use the term “ impracticable,” 
but it is not a desirable scheme.
1129. You.do not think it will meet the wants of the railway authorities or the traffic? Ho : I do not 
think it will.
11-10. Chairman,] You have already explained, somewhere in the evidence, that the same line could not 
form a portion of the line to serve the wharfs, and part of a connection to North Shore, since, if it 
proceeds to North Shore by bridge, it must be 150 or 180 feet above the water, and if it proceeds by 
tunnel it will require to be 50 feet under the water—in one instance, the rise must be started a consider
able distance back from the foreshore, and in the other instance the fall would require to be started a 
considerable distance back from the foreshore ;—is that correct ? I think that is what 1 stated.
1131. You have explained that Ihe line before the Committee could be extended from the eastern suburbs 
and 1o Circular Quay? Yes.
1132. Presuming it is desired to bring North Shore in touch with the central station at Hyde Park as 
proposed, what, in your opinion, would be the best way to effect that object? I think it was explained 
before Hat if the line wmre extended across Circular Quay, it could be brought up on the other side, and 
so carried across to North Shore—that would necessitate a hack shunt. But it would be equally possible, 
and I think it would be a more desirable thing to make a eonneetiou with North Shore to run back to 
Liverpool-street, and put a loop round to the western side of the city. There is no difficulty whatever 
about it. It is just as easy to make a connection with the proposed line by means of a semi-circular line 
there as to make a connection with the Benevolent Asylum grounds or tho present station by a viaduct

■ over Pitt-street and George-street. ,
1133. If, eventually, a bridge be built across to North Shore, it is as easy, as you have explained, hy 
adopting some route as far south as Liverpool-street, to approach from North Shore a station fronting 
St. James’-road as it is the present station at Eedfern ? Yes.
1134. Mr, Black.] How would you proceed from Livcrpool-sfreet? You would pass round and over 
George-street, and get on that orange-coloured line on Mr. Selfe’s plan. 'When the Loyal Commission 
was sitting in 1891, I submitted a line on the western side of the city. I showed how a line was practi
cable passing somewhere in that direction, and passing into Wynyard-square, or you might also go under 
York-street as Mr. Greenwood suggests. There are other ways of doing it. The only point is that you 
get on to the western side of George-street, and from there you can work up over a bridge. The 
connection I showed was with the Benevolent Asylum grounds. This, instead of connecting with the 
Benevolent Asylum grounds, connects with the proposed line to St. James’-road at Liverpool-street. _
1135. Chairman.] You have already explained that if it he intended 1o proceed to North Shore by tunnel,
you are able to continue the line coming from Eedfern to St. James’-road in the direction of Port 
Macquarie, and pass by tunnel to North Shore, coming out somewhere near the head of Lavender Bay? 
Yes ; I should like to state that Mr. Greenwood pointed out an objection he had—that you could not do 
without a steep grade, i wish to say that by lengthening tho line of course you can get almost any 
practicable grade that you want. I do not advocate a tunnel. I do not advocate any of these extensions 
which involve tunnels, as the Committee arc fully aware. I only speak of their practicability if you get 
rid of the difficulty of ventilation. ‘
113b. hrom an engineering standpoint, is ihe extension to North Shore bv way of a bridge from a station 
in Hyde Park a simple matter ? It is no more difficult than any of the other schemes; for giving a head- 
way^of ISO feet over the harbour, they all involve a gradient of 1 in 30,1 think.
1137. Hy any scheme ? By any scheme.
113S. That is taking off somewhere about Wynyard-square ? That is having an underground station just 
below the level of Wynyard-square, and then rising to go over the bridge.
1139. Since you gave evidence before the Eoyal Commission of 1S91, a tramway has been authorised to 
be constructed down George-street :—does that alter your view in regard to an extension on the western 
side of the city at all? It has altered my views very considerably. I think the George-street tramway 
affords communication for the business people on the western side, which they had not before.
1140. Mr. Began.] Only for a comparatively few on tho western side, is it not? 1 only mean that it 
does alter the conditions, that they are to a great extent served, and very efficiently served by the George- 
street tramway.
1141. People who are going to the western portion of the city will havo to change when they come to 
Eedfern ? They will have to change or walk across from 8t. James’-road.
1142. That will not be much benefit to the western qieople ? It is not like having trains running right through, certainly.
1143. Some time ago, after a visit to America and other countries, you wrote a report for the Government 
on tho subject of connecting North Shorc’with Sydney ? Yes.
1144. I believe then you were in favour of a tunnel ? That was for the tramway.
1145. Would not the same thing bo applicable to a railway? If the time comes when electricity is used 
as a motive-power, I should recommend a tunnel. Where you can apply electric motors to each car, it 
makes it possible to use very much steeper grades, so that it makes the whole question a very much 
simpler one.
1146. A bridge to North Shore would be rather an expensive thing ? Yes.
114/. The proposal to branch off at Liverpool-street in the direction you point out has reference to a 
bridge, but would not Ihe same thing he applicable to a tunnel ? If I were going to tunnel to North 
Shore I should go by way of Port Macquarie.
1148. Mr. Blac/c.] In this proposed deviation at Liverpool-street to connect with North Shore, would you 
nrwc n, station at JLiverpool-strcet ? Tt could be arranged if necessary.
.1149. Suppose the /Northern mail from Hyde Park station were to turn off at Liverpool-street, would 
passengers be obliged lo go down to Hyde Park to take the train, and then turn back on their tracks, as it 
were Yes ; to get to the mail-train they would havo to go to the terminal station. There would he no 
stopping at Liverpool-street,
1150, The man who wanted to go hy train to North Shore, if he could not get a ticket aud get into the

train



MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—HAIDWAY EXTENSION FROM REDFERN TO ST, JAMES’-ROAD.

341

V ■ ' 56

tram at Liverpool-street, would have to go to St. James’-road, aud take tho train there? It would depend ,H. Deano.
upon where he would be coming from. If he were eomitig to the city he could take the train over at Hyde
Park, or there would be no doubt a location for a station at Wynyard-square, or some other place on the ^ Jutyi 1897
other side. I do not think there would be any difficulty about arrauging for a station at Liverpool-street
it it was required. ‘ * '
1151. Mr. Trtckett.~\ For many years you havo been inquiring into the pros and cons, of extending the 
railway system into Sydney, have you not? Yes. "
Ho2. To the western side of the city, to the centre of the city, and now on the eastern side of the city ?

' Having reference to all these inquiries you have made, is it your deliberate opinion that the scheme 
which is now submitted for the consideration of this Committee is the safest, the best, and the one that 
should he adopted ? Yes, I am qyitc satisfied as to that.
1154. Mr. Black.'] Do you consider it the most economical as well ? I consider it the most economical.

Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, sworn, and further examined:—:
■l Ghmrman.] l.ou were asked by.the Committee to furnish an estimate of the value of that portion S.B.Perdriau.

Park which it is proposed to take for railway purposes? Yes. z—
^°U ^escr‘^e area ? Tho area is 10£ acres. It would be necessary to leave a chain road 2? Julyi 1897, 

along the central avenue ; Elizaheth-strcet would be widened by 40 feet from tit. James’-road to Park
® I allow lor the extension of M.arket-street, 1 chain wide, across the area to the central avenue,
i * j °c8 s.eem y°u most suitable design, or a suitable design ? It is a suitable design.
Instead of extending Market-street, a street might be located a little further south ; it might suit better tor the subdivision.

mll(d1 could be got for the land if it were.cut up and sold? With an area of 10£ acres you 
nave two rows of allotments about 140 feet deep, with a lane between them 30 feet wide. •

llo9. jllr. That is a great depth for a city allotment? Of course, the Government generally
mecr ^ ^ecen^ depth in their subdivisions ; they do not follow the rule laid down by private people. *
1100. Cau you give an instance where the Government has given a depth of 140 feet in the city ? 1 do
not know that we have made any subdivisions iu the city of late which would afford a good guide in this 
respect. From George-street to the Tank Stream, between Hunter-street and Kinf-street, the depth of allotments is 200 feet. 1

Qbawwan.') Does the design you are speaking of appear to you to be about what the Government 
would do it the land were subdivided, as far as you are able to say ? I think so. '

162. Do you propose to put a street parallel to Elizabeth-street between the avenue and Elizabeth- streot? Yes.
1163, Mr. Humpherij.] What available land would you have between Elizabeth-street and the central 
avenue ; At the present time the width would be 380 feet.
1164, Ghairman^] Will you make a stalomenfc of the value of the land on the basis you have got? By 
this subdivision there would be 1,065 selling feet frontage to Elizabeth-street, and "that at £00 a foot 
would come to £95,850. There would be 1,190 feet of selling feet frontage to the neiv street, on the

the ('cnlni1 arcnue> and tllat at £60 a foot would bring £71,400, making a total of
1165, That, on the basis you have explained, is the approximate selling value of Hyde Park if designed
in that way? Yes ; I showed the design and the figures to Eichardson aud Wrench, and thev said that 
it they vere given this subdivision for sale it would take them from 3 to 5 years to sell the land at these prices. J

c?^ rcSilrd the estimate as fair ? Yes ; above the present price.
1167. Suppose you designed the block so as to give shorter depths, would it make any vital difference ?
i ^0U C0U^ cc01"6 out of the block? I have not gone into that question,
1168. Mr. Black.] Would there be no frontages at the two extremities ? I know tho prices I have 
given are full, and so I have not made any difference of that kind for the corners.
1169. Suppose you sell a square block, do you mean to tell me that you build houses only on the southern 
and northern sides, and not on the eastern and western sides ? You cau only get payment for the one 
trontage. You cannot get paid for the two frontages. You might get a higher price for one frontage.

Suppose yon take the block bounded by King, George, Pitt, and Market streets, does it not appear 
a most smgular thing if houses are built only on George-street and Pitt-street? Ko ■ they build on all the frontages. *
mi. Why do you only value the two frontages in this ease ? You cannot estimate the value of a block 
ii fn< <iu t170 Scutages. -A- corner block you can only estimate on one frontage. Of course, the end 

allotments would bring more than the other; hut I think the price per foot which I put on the land covers that fully.
1172. Suppose you divide that block by putting in another street, how would that effect your calculations p 
lou might get more out of it that way.
11/3. Do you not think it is likely that any vendor who wanted to make money out of a piece of city 
land would cut it up in that fashion? I daresay a private person would. I do not think a Minister ot the Crown would.
1174 We are not submitting a scheme to the Government to realise money by the sale of Hyde Park 
land for building purposes ; we are endeavouring to find out what will be the value of Hyde Park land if 
put on the market under similar conditions to other laud elsewhere, so that there can be no reason or 
sense in your preparing any scheme, founded upon a consideration of what the Government would or 
would not do it it were going to cut up tho land for building purposes? 1 was instructed by the 
themarl'et make aU es1:iuiate t'le va'*ue ]aud supposing the Government cut it up and put it into
1175. Chairman.] It is a question of having one allotment twice 75 feet, or two allotments 75 feet deep ? J ou would not get that much out of it. r
IIK. Mr Black.] In taking your measurements from the central avenue to'Elizabeth-street, did you 
tatee ott the piece which you propose to add to Elizabeth-street P Yes, 40 feet.

1177,
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1177. Is that another part of your instructions from the Chairman ? I was instructed to estimate the 
area that has to be taken for railway purposes.
1178. Did he not also ask you to widen the central avenue by 40 feet? ITo; I am taking tho area which 
is proposed to be taken for railway purposes.
1179. It is a question of how much 10 acres or 12 acres of Hyde Park land is worth as compared with 10 
acres of land elsewhere which might be taken for railway purposes, and therefore it should not have been 
part of your instructions that you were to widen the streets or have only two frontages, because the 
G-ovcrnment is more liberal in its dealings with people than are private individuals. If you have 
made your calculations on this basis you have been misinformed, and in order that the Committee may 
be properly directed you will have to do it all over again ? ' I shall he very glad to do so.

WEDNESDAY, 28 JULY, 1897.
Hrcecnt:—

THOMAS THOMSON 
The Hon. Frederick Thomas HuiiriiERr. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Horerts, C.M.G. 
The Hon.'William Joseph Trickett. ■ 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

EWING, Esq. (Chairman).
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Place, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the Eailway system of the Colony from 
the present terminus at Kedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in the 
north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

Albert Christopher Erownen, Licensed Yietunller, sworn, and examined:—
1180. Chairman.What occupation do you follow ? I am a licensed victualler.
1181. Mr. Lee.'] You have given some consideration to the question of extending the railway into the
city? Yes. _ _
1182. Will you be good enough to explain your views on that question to the Committee ? My views arc
to build a grand terminal station on the Benevolent Asylum grounds—at some spot to be chosen by the 
Eailway authorities—and to make all the tram trallic and that sort of thing go in tunnel under Devonohire- 
street. _
1183. Iu that case you would have to cross Devonshire-street? Certainly. You could build your station 
on the top of Devonshire-street and tunnel underneath the street. My opinion is that the Kedfern station 
would meet all the requirements of the country traffic—that, is the mail-trains and the express trains. 
Thousands of people who live in the western suburbs would have to go to the terminal station I suppose ; 
hut it would be no advantage to them to go to St, James’-road. On the other hand, if people from 
Kandwick, Paddington, and all that thickly populated part of the metropolis were going a long-distance 
■journey it would be quite as convenient for them to go to Kedfern as to St, James’-road, or nearly so. 
For tho long-distance traffic I think Kedfern is the proper place, especially in the course of a few years, 
for everyone acknowledges now that it is almost the centre of the city. What I am going to deal with, 
principally, in my statement is the suburban traffic into and out of the city. If a grand station were 
built at Kedfern on every improved principle the trams could run to the side of the platforms, and all 
the passengers would have to do would be to leave the train and get into the tram. I propose to make a 
circular line of trams round the city. You could, have three separate tram-lines to Circular Quay, which 
I should imagine must always he the terminus. Your eastern line could go through Castlereagh-street 
into Kligh-street, hy the Hotel Metropole—it has a sharp turn there, hut the small hotel on the other 
side, I suppose, the Government would purchase—straight across the Educational Department, round there 
into Bridge-street, and down to the Custom House. You could have three separate lines, or a circular 
line. If you had a circle of the trams, and you did nut require all the trains to run round the circle 
during the slack portion of the day, you could run each line to Circular Quay.
1184. Will you explain which portions of the city you would confine your tramway circle to? From 
Circular Quay round to Miller’s Point, and from Miller's Point straight through Kent-street into 
Liverpool-street, and then you turn round into George-street, Ail the way round the streets are wide and 
the traffic is not so very great.
1185. I understand that once you turned into George-street tho tramway would proceed straight down tho 
street? Yes ; it can run over ihe electric tram-line which is going to be constructed if it cau be done, 
and straight into the railway station. Of course, ah the trams which are required for the railway could 
run straight into the railway station, and the other trams could follow ou into Harris-street. _
1186. Where would he the eastern side of your circle ? 1 would go through Belmore Park, and instead
of turning into Elizabeth-street 1 would turn into Castlereagh-street. You would havo three lines of 
tramway running out from the railway station to take your passengers to the doors of their business 
places, to all the warehouses on the western side of the city, and to the Law Courts and other places on 
the eastern side. You could run the people out like shelling peas, and bring all the people abreast of the 
General Post Office—on the three lines—in, 1 should think, five minutes. If you bring people to 
St. James’-road by train, all the thousands of people who are engaged in the warehouses on tho western 
side would have to walk across George-street, and while they are walking across George-street and other 
places they could ride hy tram and reach their business houses. The time which is wasted in changing at 
Kedfern could he made up, becanse people would be brought direct to the places where they wanted to go. 
It would save time, and would be more convenient. Then, thousands of people living in other suburbs 
want to be considered quite as much as people living in railway suburbs. The people living in Leichhardt, 
Kedfern, Botany, Newtown, and all these thickly-populalod places, want to be dropped in the city by tram 
just tbe same as railway passengers do.
1187. Newtown is already served by tram and tram? Certainly, a portion of it is.
1188. Is not Leichhardt also served by tram? Yes. 1189.
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1189. ̂ And on the Stanmore side by train ? Tcs ; but under present arrangements it only brings them to A. C. 
one side of the city, whereas under my scheme, a tram, for instance, could leave Leichhardt at 8 a.m. for browacn. 
tho western side ot the city, and another tram could follow a few minutes later for the eastern side of 2oTV, lap, 
the city, and if necessary could run down George-street. It would place the people, no matter whether a ' 
they came from railway suburbs or tramway suburbs, in any part of the city.
1190. Your contention is that Redfern station should be moved across Devonshire-street to the site of 
the Benevolent Asylum ? If it is necessary to do so. I am only suggesting these things. I do not mean 
to say that the railway engineers and traffic managers ought not to know best about tbat. I see by the 
report of what Mr. Norman Selfe said yesterday that he advocates a scheme to purchase some of the 
lands on. the western side from Eveleigh to Redfern. Perhaps by adding that land you would make the 
front of the station, if it is possible to do so, from Regent-street opposite Harris-street to Devonshire- 
street.
1191. Are you aware that the condition of affairs at Redfern station is not only highly unsatisfactory, but 
also rather dangerous, and that is a necessity either to make some extensive alterations at considerable 
cost or to remove the station ? Yes ; it is owing to tho points running out of the station,
1192. Your contention is either that Redfern station should be made sufficieutly large and commodious -
by resuming land there or that it be removed if necessary to tbe Cemetery site ? Most decidedly.
1193. You tbink the terminus should stop at Redfern, and should not be moved into the city at all?
Yes.
1194. And that the city should be served by a system of Iramways ? Certainly.
1195. lo whatever parts may be found necessary from time to time? Yes. Circular Quav would always 
be the terminus of this line, whether you had a circular line or three separate lines. All the eastern 
suburban tramways could go straight down Inver pool-street, and turn into Castlereagh-street, or go on and 
turn into George-street, or go across George-street and turn into Kent-street. From Paddington and 
all those^places in the eastern suburbs you could bring in your trams to all sides of the city.
1190. "Would not Paddington and tbe suburbs on its eastern side be better served by a railwav extension?
I think not, simply because you cannot very well put a railway close to where the population is. In the 
Old Country, in London suburbs especially, thousands of people have to walk almost as much as a quarter 
of a mile to the station to go into the city by train. The horse-trams there bring in hundreds of thousands 
of people every day from points which the railway docs not touch, and take them out again in the evening, 
and the people are highly satisfied. ”
1197. Do I understand that you arc also of opinion that there is no necessity for a railway extension to 
the eastern suburbs, but that more suitable tram accommodation should be. given, and that it will be the 
most suitable system for the people ? Yes ; I think trams are very little short of railways. You couid 
not travel much foster by rail from Redfern to St. .lames’-road than you could by tram.
1198. You are aware that your scheme, if carried out, would involve the expenditure of a large sum to 
improve the station, either at Eedfern or at the Benevolent Asylum site, and that after that large expendi
ture had been incurred the railway revenue would not be increased ? The new railway station at Redfern is 
supposed to cost £500,000, and the new lino to St. .lames’-road £200,000 or £250,000. I do not care 
whether the railway goes to the eastern or to the western side of the citv, it will not serve the people; 
and my idea is that the money it would cost to bring the line to St. .lames’-road would go a long way to 
lay tins circular tramway. I believe by this circular tramway half the omnibus traffic would be knocked out 
of the streets. It would give your tram traffic a greater margin and less congestion, and the extra 
thousands who would ride in the trams—because they would touch where people would want to go—would 
make up for all the loss. Suppose the station would cost £500,000, and the trams would cost £300,000;
I think tho larger number of people riding in the trams would show a handsome return on the outlay.
1199. On the outlay for the trams, but not on the outlay for the station ? 1 suppose the station would 
be all dead money ; but the trams, I think, would pay a handsome return, even supposing that they cost 
£300,000 to lay down.
1200. In view of tho narrowness of the streets of this city, if so many of them "were occupied by tramwavs 
as you suggest, would it not offer very great obstruction to other traffic ? No. The omnibuses and other 
vehicles convey people now to the stations and to the different suburbs simply because tbe trams do not 
meet the requirements of those people. All the people who are going to or from the western side of 
George-street. or to or from Circular Quay, use the omnibuses ; but if these tram-lines which I suggest 
were laid these persons would get into the trams and ride, and the omnibuses would not be wanted.
1201. Omnibus companies are competing with the existing tram-lines from almost every suburb ? Yes.
1202. If the tramwavs are extended a little more toother suburbs, for what reason wrould you suppose 
that the omnibus traffic would be decreased ? Simply because tbe tramway s would run, aud supply the wants 
nf the people. I do not mean to say that it would entirely do away with the omnibuses. 1 mean to say that 
it would greatly diminish the number of the omnibuses. "We all know tbat the omnibus traffic lias become 
quite a nuisance in the city.
1203. Inasmuch as the extension of the tramways to the suburbs has not diminished the number of
omnibuses, will a further extension of the tramway system decrease the number? Yes, by being able to 
place the people in the cily where they want to be placed. If people living at Leichhardt could go down 
Kent-street or George-street hy tram, they would not get into an omnibus. They get into an omnibus 
now because they do not want to be brought to Ilvde Park bv tram and then havo to walk across the city. " " ‘
1204. Are there any omnibuses plying on precisely tbe same route as the tramway along Eli/.abeth-street ?
Yes, nearly all the passengers who go down Eli/.abcth-street prefer to use the omnibus, because they do not 
want to walk across the city from the trams, and from Circular Quay to the trams. The tram only goes 
to Bent-street, and these people have to climb up that hill, especially on Sundays, holidays, and Saturdays, 
when there is a great harbour traffic. The trams I suggest would take any person to the boat, and when 
you returned all you would do would be to jump into a tram, and go wherever you wanted to go—-to 
Balmain, or anywhere else.
1205. Have you been induced to form this opinion by the operation of the tramway system in Mel
bourne ? Yes ; I have been in Melbourne. '
1206. You are aware that since the t ramway system was introduced there the omnibuses have disappeared ?
Yes, you do not see hardly an omnibus in the streets.

196—H 1207.
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A. C. 1207. Are you aware iliac the omnibuses belonged to the same company as the tramways ? Just so.
Browncn. Melbourne is a differently situated city to Sydney. There is no doubt that travelling on a tram, or any-

you like to mention, above ground, is better than riding through a tunnel which you would have 
u •’ ’ ' to do if you put a railway round this city. The greater part of the city is almost an island. It would

involve an enormous expense to put a railway-line round the city. Unless you put n circular railway 
round the city it would never serve the people. .
1208. Is there anything else you would wish to say? I want to speak as to the paying part of the
scheme—even suppose it cost £300,000 to build the tram-lines. 1 contend that with the large increase 
of traffic which will be given to the tramways if this scheme is carried out. you ought to carry the people 
to and from the railway station for Id. You would get such a large increase ot people travelling to the 
railway station, and also from tbe different suburbs, that you could make a reduction of tram fares, I 
believe, in a short time, throughout the whole system. I am sure you could run the people to the 
railway for Id. You would get thousands of people to ride in the trams if you did. I notice that only 
a day or two ago, there were not forty passengers in a. tram which was going to the railway at 4 o clock 
in the afternoon. .
1209. Suppose tho line could be extended into Hyde Park for about the same amount as it would cost to 
extend it to Devonshire-street. aud that Hyde Park were made the base of operations for the tramway 
system, would not that bo equally as convenient to the people? Ko; I do not see it. .By bringing the 
railway to St. James’-road you leave all that part of the city behind which would be served by my trams 
tbat is, to the west of the Town Hall, and to the south of the Town Hall too.
1210. Suppose the lines were put down Market-street and Elizabeth-street, would not that meet the 
convenience of the people equally as well ? It might meet the railway traffic.
1211. I am speaking of the convenience of the people on the western side of the city ? It could be done; 
but I tbink Kedfern would be the place to operate from.
1212. Mr. Trickr.tt.'} You have instanced London as a city where the people travel so largely by other 
means than a railway ;—do you know anything about Melbourne ? Yes.
1213. IVhat is vour experience in regard to the traffic on the railways which run from the suburbs of
Melbourne iuto tbe city, notwithstanding that a splendid tram systeln is provided for the people ? The 
railways seem to do a pretty large traffic. _ _ • nr l
1214. Especially in the morning and evening ? 1 should say so. It is some years since I was in Melbourne,
and they have made great improvements there, but tbe tramways seemed to work splendidly, and to be 
well patronised, aud to put everyone down where tliey wanted to go. That is one great feature in taking 
the enormous omnibus traffic off tbe streets of the city. _
1215. Are you not aware that in Melbourne the suburban trains, notwithstanding the existence of these 
tramways, in the busy parts of the day, both morning and evening, bring iu a very large number of people
from the suburbs ? Yes. c t ■
1219. Is it not natural to think that if people could be whisked into town in the space of a few minutes 
by train, in preference to taking half an hour in a tram, they would sooner travel by train ? Most 
decidedly; but I contend tbat when the trains get to Kedfern there will be no time saved whether the 
people go by train to St. James’-road or by tram. t. l tt
1217. I am speaking not so particularly in regard to Kedfern as iu regard to the eastern suburbs ; You
seem to to think that a tramway service would answer all the purposes of the people living in those 
suburbs? I think so. ...
1218. Yon think people would sooner take half an hour to go by tram than be brought m by tram in tho
space of five or six minutes ? You must understand that you cannot place a railway at the people s doors as 
you cau a tramway. Therefore in the time you would waste to reach your suburban station to catch your 
train.you would be half-way into Sydney by tram. .
1219. You must know that there arc centres in the suburbs where large numbers of people board tbe
trams every morning, such as Bondi Junction, Waverley Junction, and Queen-street; if a railway could 
be-brought within reasonable proximity of any one of those places does it not follow that large numbers 
■of people would not mind walking a few hundred yards to the station to go in by train? Yes; if it 
could be done. ... , . ,
1220. Is not that the general experience ? Yes ; but, on the other hand, I think it is years before the 
time for a suburban railway into Sydney. You must put it round a pretty large area, and the population 
would be very small, and to make a suburban line round Sydney, as everyone knows, would cost an 
enormous sum, whatever way it was taken. A.s regards the goods traffic, Mr. Eddy was al ways of opinion 
that the passenger traffic should be kept separate from the goods traffic. My opinion is that if at any 
time it was wanted to bring a railway for the goods traffic along the western side of the city to Market

. street or to Circular Quay, wo should simply run a tunnel; but for passengers, I think a system of tram
ways would meet all requirements, and be convenient to everybody.
1221. Mr. fiobeHs.] Hoes it not appear to you that it would be an immense advantage, and a convenience
to thousands of people, to be brought to St. James’-road instead of having to change from train to tram 
at Kedfern ? It would be a convenience to a certain number of people, but I do not think it would serve 
the people on both sides of the city. . .
.1222. Kot necessarily lo St. James’-road, but to somewhere equally in the heart of the business centre of

, the city ? If it could be done. If you bring a railway anywhere into the city, except to St. James’- 
road—to the west of the city, or to anywhere near the centre of the city, 1 would not like to be 
answerable for the cost of the extension—it would be something tremendous. 1 think if we put a railway 
round the city, that is anything like this circular tramway, it would cost £2,000,000 or £3,000,000, and 
even then it would not serve the people like the tramways would.
1223. Are you aware that the Government is about to put a tramway down George-street from Kedfern 
station to Circular Quay ? Yes. _

• 1224. Would not that afford travelling accommodation in the way pointed out by you, to a very large 
extent? Most decidedly. But, on the other hand, a railway to St. James’-road would be simply useless. 
1225. Are you aware that if the railway is extended to St. Jamcs -road it is intended to carry only 
passengers? Just so. _
122G. And that the goods traffic would still turn oS at Kedfern and go to Barling Harbour? Yes. By 
this circular line you could run the trains separately—not round the circle, but to and from Circular Quay

on
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on both the eastern line and the western line. In time you would find out on which side of the city the A. C. 
tram traffic was the heavier, and if it was found to be'heavier in G-corge-street, you would run extra Brownen. 
trams, and shunt them at Circular Quay, where there is a large amount of land which could be converted noTY^^sq? 
into a great shunting-ground. All tho lines couid be worked separately or round the circle. U^r’ *
1227. Havo you considered that if the terminus should be removed to Hyde Park it would be open to 
passengers to alight at Eedfern if it suited them better, and that probably a station would be provided at 
Liverpool-street? Yes. “
122f*. Ho you not think that your views of the extension of the tramway system could be adapted with 
greater convenience to thousands of people than they could if everyone had to change at Eedfern ? J 
cannot see it.^ Take the thousands of people who go down the harbour on holidays aud Sundays. It is 
much better for them to change at once at Eedfern, and he brought straight through to Circular Quay, 
than to get out at St. James’-road, from nhich they would have to walk, or ride by trams. The most 
objectionable part oE the business now is the drag up to Kent-street from Circular Quay.
1229. Mr, Wri(jht.'\ 1 take it that you hold this view : That a system of tramways to the business streets 
of the city, radiating from all the populous parts of the suburbs, would be better than any railway 
extension to the city ? Most decidedly.
1230. You think you would get all the Hargravc-street traffic and the Paddington traffic ? You could 
lay a branch line down Hargrave-street, and take all the omnibus traffic, and bring it into the eastern and 
western sides of the city.
1231. Are you aware that in all the principal streets of Melbourne there is a tramway which penetrates
to all the outlying suburbs ? Yes, aud for much longer distances than our trams do. '
1232. Ho you think that they would meet the requirements of the travelling public better than any other 
system ? It suits the public admirably there.
1233. How do you propose to deal with the through traffic from the country ? I think Eedfern is quite 
near cnoi'gh to Sydney for tho through traffic. My proposal is lo take up the Elizabeth-street tram-line 
from Kridge-street to tho railway station. That road would be left open to cabs and carriages taking 
the people to the terminus from all parts, especially from Ihe eastern suburbs—such as people from the 
Australia Hotel, Eoberts Hotel, or whatever place they were stopping at. All they would have to do 
would be to get into their cab. and have a clean run to'the station.
1234. You are possibly aware that there are considerable complaints on the part of long-distance 
travellers who arrive with a lot of luggage that they have to change from the train to a tram or cab ?
Certainly, it might he objectionable to them ; but if they are brought to St. James’-road they would have 
to employ a cab, and the faro from Eedfern, once the cab was started, would be just about the same.
1235. Ho you travel much by the trams ? I do. I never get into omnibuses because I do not like tbem.
123{1. Hoes not tbe great bul|;: of the tram traffic discharge itself at King-street? Simply because the 
people have not got the op) ion of getting out anywhere else. '
1237. Have they not got tho option of getting out at Market-street, Park-street, and Liverpool-street ?
King-street or Market-street takes them straight into the populated business centres on the western side 
of the city, such as Sussex-street, York-street, and all the warehouses. .
1238. The fact that the bulk of the passengers get out at lung-street pretty clear demonstrates that 
Kmg-strcet is about tbe central point for the traffic ? There is no doubt about that.
1239. Chairman.] Is there anything else which you would like to add ? Ko, except that my scheme 
would obviate the necessity of using Elizabeth-sHeet for the purpose of trams, and the railway passengers 
would, as now, be accommodated by special trams leaving the station by tho eastern, western, and George- 
street routes.

Jose Guillermo Hay, Land Agent, sworn, and examined :—
1240. Chatrma?}.] "What are you ? I am a freeholder. I am a resident of the City of Sydney now. J. G. Hay,
1241. Wliat is your occupation ? J am a land agent. ^
1242. Air. Wright.] You desne to make a statement with reference to the dedication of Hyde Park? I 28July, 1897.do, "
1243. 'Will you please read your .statement to the Committee? It is as follows:—
‘ by Mr. J O. Hay concerning the Domnin, of which Hyde Park formed a part, with a map of the City of

' ii ®“<>''rlnS oKflinal lioundaues of the town of Sydney m 1792 ; also, the existing boundaries of the Domain 
ailiuleu to on the 8t.li of June, 1829 ; the boundaries of lhat portion walled and fenced in by Governor Macquarie, 
amt the existing parks and recreation grounds within the city boundaries, 1S07. ’

It has been stated, ami constantly repeated, tbat Governor Macquarie issued a proclamation dedicating Hvde Park 
ot met tor the recreation of the people of the town of Sydney, Herein arc contained two serious perversions of the 

truth, aa, nrstty, Governor Macquarie never issued a proclamation on the subject at all, and, secondly, he did not dedicate 
the land as stated. J

although some small

What he did was to issue a Government and general order of considerable extent, on the 6th of October, 1810, 
principally giving definite names to a large number of streets and spaces in the town of Sydney, among which he included 
that portion of the Government Domain which had gone under tho various names of ‘'The Common," “Exercising 
Ground, ‘Cricket Ground,” and ■'Racecourse,” and which he ordered was in future to he called “Hyde Park.” After 
mentioning the boundaries of tbe land, the order went on to say, “ being intended in future for the recreation and amuse
ment ol the inhabitants of the town, and as a field of exercisu for the troopa, the Governor has thought proper to name the 
ground thus described ‘Hyde Park,' by which name it is henceforth to he called and denominated.” This, and nothing 
more, no mention of a grant of the land for ever to the people ; in fact, a grant of any portion of the. Domain would have 
been against the original order of Governor Phillip and the intentions of the British Gm-cimnent, : 
portions of this large Domain weie subsequently alienated to pm ale individuals.

As the history of the tract of hind (which, for convenience sake, I christened the “ Phillip Domain”) is not otherwise 
known, I will briefly state it.

The British Government gave Gqvomoi Phillip instructions to mark out an area of land within which no leases or 
grauts of land for building were to be given, and to which area the term of the “Government Domain ” came to be guen. 
u i „TnTV,M 0Tei nineteen years ago hy Mr Farnell (then Premier) with threshing out the history of
nyde Park, I discovered a very old map of Sydney showing by a ureen edging the boundary of this Domain, within which 
was noted the following oi dor of Governor Phillip It is the or'ders of Government that no ground wit hm the boundary- 
nne rs gi anted nr let on lease, and nil houses huilt within that boundary-line arc, and are to remain, the property of the 
Grown—A. Piitllii’. Sydney, 2nd December, 1792.”

On the first map of Sydney (1792) m shown the eastern boundary-line with the following written hy Phillip “ The 
boundary-line of Sydney Common (within which all the ground is retained for the use of the Grown and as Common land 
lor the inhabitants of Sydney), no land can be granted "j and in another place within the same area: “AH buildings

which
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J. G. Hay. which have been built for uflicei's arc public buihlings, and iuc, as well as the stores, and houses erected for tbe oonvicta 
the property of the Crown.”

28 July, 1897. Again, on another portion of the map, is the following written by Phiihp — This hue, which is the boundary
line, is intended to run from the head of the cove, which n to the westward of Sydney Cove, to the head of Garden Cove. 
Garden Cove is the second cove to the eastward of Sydney Cove, Farm Cove being between the two. Of this the Licut.- 
Governor was informed before I left the country, and the boundary-line was traced by the surveyor when this map was 
made.—A. Phillip. Sydney, 2nd "December, 1792 ”

The boundary-line herein referred to was the boundary of the town, and may be described as the line of Hay-street 
from the head of Darling Harhonr (before the head portion was reclaimed) to the corner of Hay and Elizabeth streets, 
where the tram-line now emerges from Belmore Park, and from thence in a straight line in a north-easterly direction to the 
waters of Woolloomooloo Bay, at that tune called Garden Cove.

It must not be confounded with the boundary-line of Phillip's Government Domain, although the eastern boundary 
of the Domain was also part of the eastern boundary of the town. 'This will be seen by a reference to Phillip's despatch to 
the home Government, !)th July, 17SS. in which he encloses the intended plan foi the town, and Bays:—'‘The principal 
streets are placed so as to admit a free circulation of air, and are 200 feet wide. The ground marked for Government 
House is intended to include the main-guard, civil and criminal courts ; and ns the ground that runs to the southward is 
nearly level, and a very good situation for buildings, streets will be laid out in snch a maimer as to afford a free air : and 
when the houses are to be built, if it meets with your Lordship's approbation, the land will be granted with a clause that 
will ever prevent more than one house being built on the allotment, which will be 60 feet in front and 150 feet in depth ; 
this will preserve uniformity in the buildings, prevent narrow streets, and the many inconveniences wluuh the increase of 
inhabitants would otherwise occasion hereafter.”

On the map of 1792, three of these allotments are marked with the names of Captain Paterson, Quartermaster 
Laycock, and Lieutenant Macartlmr, and are outside the Government Domain, fronting about the line of Pitt-street now, 
on the western side between tho then bridge and about the position of Hunter-street.

In 1807, in consequence of some houses having been erected ou the Government Domain notwithstanding Governor 
Phillip’s order, Governor Bligh issued the following general ordei on tho subject :—

“ Whereas His Excellency Governor Phillip did, by instructions from His Majesty's Ministers, draw two. lines of 
demarcation in tho vicinity of Sydney, within which no leases or grants of land for building were to be given, the 
said land being the property of the Crown

And whereas, a number of houses adjacent to Government House, to its great annoyance, now occupied by 
David Dickinson Mann, Abraham Ramsden, John Apsey, William Kimber, John Shea, Ferdinand Meurant, and 
others, within the said limits, have lieen built on land particularly marked out as making part of the Domain of 
the Governor's residence ; the Governor is pleased to extend the notice already given to the first day of November 
next; at which time they, the present occupiers, are required and directed to quit possession of the said houses, 
taking away or disposing of their materials, the said ground being wanted for Government purposes.

His Excellency the Governor is ready on application to that cflect, to grant permission to the said persons 
to build on such other ground, unoccupied, in the town of Sydney, as may not interfere with his arrangements on 
that head.

By Command of His Excellency,
Edmund Grutin,

Government House, -Sydney, July 23, 1807. Secretary.”
When Governor Macquarie succeeded to tbe administration, be enclosed the greater portion of tbe Government Domain 

with wall and fence, and this portion now- extending fiom St Mary's Cathedral to Mrs. Alacqunric's Chair, and including 
the present Government House aud Garden Palace Grounds, and Botanic Gardens, came to bn called hy him the “Govern
ment Domain ” but it did not cancel tbe remaining portion.

Among the imminemble improvements that Macquarie effected, he found it necessary to lay out the town effectively, 
and towards this purpose he issued the following Government and general order, principally giving definite names to streets 
and places of the town ;—

Government House, Sydney, Saturday, 6th October, 1810.
“ His Excellency the Governor being extremely desirous to do everything iu his power tbat can in the least degree 

contribute to the ornament anil regularity of the town of Sydney, as well as 10 the convenience, aecommodation, 
and safety of the inhabitants thereof, has already m prosecution of these views divided the town into five separate 
districts, and has given directions for the erection immediately of a proper watch-house in each district for tne 
protection of the inhabitants from night robberies, and for the more cffcetmdlv securing tbe peace and tranquility 
of the town, and apprehending all disorderly and ill-disposed persons committing nightly depredations. In further 
prosecution to these views. His Excellency also intends to establish a well-regulated and strict system of police in 
the town, as soon as the watch-houses are completely finished.

As a necessary preparatory step to the proposed arrangements. His Excellency deems it expedient to give 
regular and permanent names to all the streets and ways leading through the town, and to order posts and finger
boards, with the names of the streets painted on them, to be erected in conspicuous parts of the different streets 
where they cross each other, as wrell as their respective terminations. These posts and finger-boards are accordingly 
to be immediately put up, and the streets are henceforth to be known and called only by the new names now' given 
them. The principal street in the town, and leading through the middle of it from Dawes Point to the place near 
the Brickfields, where it is intended to erect the first toll-bar, being upwards of a mile in length, and hitherto 
known alternately by the name of High-street, Spring Rowland Sergeant-Major’s Rowr is now named George-street 
in honour of our revered and gracious Sovereign.

The open space of ground or area whereon the Church of St. Phillip now stands, and which is hereafter 
intended to be formed into a handsome square (the street hitherto known by the name of Church-street forming 
the west side thereof), has been named Charlotte-square, m honour of Her Majesty, by which name only it is 
henceforth to be denominated.

It being intended to remove all those old buildings and enclosures now on that space of ground which is 
bounded by the Government Domain on the east, by the Judge Advocate’s, Secretary's, Chaplain’s, and Commissary’s 
houses on the south, by the spring of water and stream on the west, and by the bouses of Mr. Lord, Mr. Thompson, 
and Mr. Reibey on the north, and to throw the same into an open area, the said area, or space of ground, has been 
named f Macquarie-placc,’ and it is henceforth to be sn denominated.

The present Market-place being very badly and inconveniently situated, it is His Excellency’s intention to 
remove the market very soon to a more commodious and centrical position for the inhabitants of tbe town in 
general. The place thus intended to remove the market to is that piece of open ground (part of which was lately 
used by Messrs. Blaxland as a stockyard, Ac. J. bounded by George-street on the west. Market-street on the north, 
and the burying-ground on the south ; and it is henceforth to be called Market-square.

For the further accommodation and convenience of the inhabitants in general, and particularly of those 
persons bringing corn or other grain, goods, or other merchandise in vessels or boats from the Hawkesbury, Jcc., to 
the market, it is intended to erect a wharf immediately at Cockle Bay, contiguous to the new Market-place, and 

. from thence there will be a good road or street made to communicate directly with tho said Market-square, and 
w'hich, when completed, is to be called Market Wharf.

The whole of the open ground yet unoccupied in the vicinity of tbe town of Sydney, hitherto known and 
alternately called by the names of ‘ The Common,1 ‘Exercising Ground,’ ‘Cricket Ground,’ and ‘Racecourse,’ 
bounded by tbe Government Domain on tbe north, tbe town of Sydney on the west, the Brickfields on the south, 
and Mr. Palmer’s premises on the east, being intended in future for the recreation and amusement of the 
inhabitants of the town, and as a field of exercise for the troops, the Governor has thought proper to name tho 
ground thus described ‘ Hyde Park,’ by which name it is henceforth to be called and denominated.

The Governor being dcsirious to prevent any encroachments from being made on the Park by brickmakers, 
and the Acting Surveyor having been directed to mark out for this purpose a boundary lino dividing Hyde Park 
from the Brickfields, and which Ime of demarcation runs from tbe rear of Mr. Wilslnre’s lease across to Mr. 
Palmer’s premises, His Excellency commands and directs that none of those persons who have obtained permission

to



347

M1KUTF.S OF KVIDESCE—KA1I.AVAT EXTENSION EHOM REDFKEN TO ST. JAMi;S:-ROAD. 01

to make bricks shall in future on any pretence whatever, presume to cut up any ground for that purpose beyond ^T' Hay,
tlie line fixed upon as the boundary lor the JJrickiielrls. Any person transgressing this order will lie deprived of
the indulgence of making bricks in future, and lie prosecuted besides, according to law, for such trespass. 2S July, 1897.

_ Iu furthur view to the aecommodation aud convenience of the inhabitants of the town of Sydney, 
particularly of those who have horses or other cattle that they may wisli to have grazing for within a short 
distance, it is His Excellency’s intention to have a large Common marked out immediately, within as short a 
distance of the town as circumstances will admit, and which will be publicly notified as soon as the ground is 
measured and marked out.

_ I'he following plan containing the names and descriptions of the new streets of the town of Sydney, is now 
published for general information, "

Lachlan- Mal'qi'arih.
IJy Command of His Excellency,

J. T. Campbell,
Secretary.

[Plan.]
Of the new and old names of streets, &c., in the town of Sydney, with explanations and reference 
1. George-street (old names, High-street, Spring Row or Sergeant-Major’s How), extends from Dawes Point in a 

southerly direction through the middle of the town to the extremity thereof, aud to where the toll-bar is intended 
to bo erected near the Brickfields.

~- Prince-street (old name, Windmill Koiv), extending from Charlotte-square and the Government stoue windmill 
in a northerly direction towards Dawes Point.

3- "iork-street (old name. Barrack-street), extends from the barracks in a southerly direction to the burying-ground, 
parallel with George-street.

I- Clftrence-street (old name, Middle Soldiers' Row}, next street west of York-street, and running parallel with it 
north and south.

ij.—King-street (old name, Back Soldiers’ Row), westernmost street of the military d istvict. next to and running 
parallel with Clareuce-strcct, v '

fl. Cnniberfjinil-atreet, extends from CharloUe-Rquare in ;i northerly direct inn towards .Dawes Point, next to and
^ running parallel with Prince-street on the east.
'■ Sussex-street, a new street to be formed irmnediatclv next to Kent-street on the west, and running parallel with it 

north and south. ^
tt.—Cambridge-street, extending from Charlotte-square in a northerlv direction towards Dawes Point, next to and 

running parallel with Cnmberlaud-sfcreot on the east. *
9, Pitt-street (old name, Pittas How), extends from Hunter-street in a southerly direction to Hyde Park, parallel with 

and next to George-street on the east.
10. —Castlereagh-street (old name. Chapel Row), extends from Hunter-street southerly to Hyde Park, parallel with

and next to Pitt-street on the east. '
Phijlip-street (old name. Back Row East), extending from the Government Domain southerly to Hyde Park, 

parallel with and next to Castlereagh-street on the east.
*',“Pu[ltcr'5trcct namB> Bell-street), extending from George-street m an easterly direction across the Spring and 

Tanks to Hyde Park,
13.—King-street, extending from George-street in an easterly direction, by Atkin's lease, through Pitt-street. to 

nydu Park. ‘
Bligh-street (old name, Bell Bow), extending from the north end of Castlereagh-street in a northerly direction 

towards the Government Domain.
15. Hacquarie-strect, the easternmost street in the town, and extending in a southerly direction from the Government 

Domain to Hyde Park.
nair|e South'Street), extending from the north end of Pitt-street in a northerly direction 

towards the Government Domain.
17. Bent-street, extending from Spring Bow in an easterly direction to the Fountain, and thence to the north end 

of Phillip-strcet.
18. —Market-street, extending from Cockle Bay in an easterly direction bv Market Square and through George-street.

Ac., &C., to Hyde Park. ' " J ° ®
!?■ extending from George-street, in mi easterly direction to Hyde Park by the south end of Pitt-street.
Si’ c? ^ cx*01]. f? il westerly direction from Mauquimc-pkice across the Spring to George-street.
“ * ®Pnn§ extending from the Tanka ami Hunter-street, on the east side of the Spring to Macquarie-place.

Lachlan Macquarie.
By Command of His Excellency,

J. T. Campbell,
Secretary.

I feel certain that Macquarie never intended to make a grant of the land that lie ordered should be called Hyde 
lark. _ A yenr later (fith October, 1811), in reference to u thousand acres for a Sydney Common, he did announce his 
intention in that instance to make a regular Crown grant in the following specific words:—44 His Excellency thus com* 
niunieatcs to the public, that he will make u regular grunt of said common lands to the Judge Advocate .and Magistrates of 
Sydney for the time being, in trust for the benefit of the present, aud of all succeeding inhabitants of Sydney."

In reference to Hyde Park, no such language was used, and considering the dual character of the use that Hyde 
1 ark waa to be put to, it would be impracticable to make any such grant,

It; '3 to l>e seen lhat such a statement that goes about now, that Governor Macquarie by proclamation made a grant 
of Hyde 1 ark as a recreation ground for the people of Sydney for over, is a perversion of the facts tbat are disclosed in his 
Government and general order; ami that it was not his intention to go so fur, may l>e inferred from a comparison of the 
terms he used m his Government public notice of the 5th of October, ittll, when he assigned a large common to take the 
place of the hitherto used portion of the Government Domain for commonage purposes. On the 8th of June 1899 a 
descriptive list of reserves in the town of Sydney was gazetted, and in that list the Government Domain is describeYas 
starting from the position of the mouth of the Tank Stream, thence by Macquarie-place and Bent-strcct, Along that street 
to King-street East, thence to Elizabeth-street, thence by that street to Liverpool-street to the commencement of Oxford- 
etreet, and thence by a line in a north-easterly direction to the waters of Woolloomooloo Bay leaving John Palmer’s grant 
of Vs ootloomooloo, lying outside it to the oust, but excluding out of the said reserve two allotments which had been granted 
to J. Buckley and J. M. O'Connell, which are the present sites of the Domain and Richmond Terraces. This reserve, I 
hold, is practically the same as the Government Domain of Governor Phillip, and up to 1829 had (with the exception of the 
allotments granted to Buckley and O'Connell) been used for the purposes intended—for Government buildings and for such 
public purposes as education, religion, &c.
' -IA9 !atc.aB ^51 when the Act was passed to close Macquarie-street running through Hyde Park, the said Act 
provided that it “should be enclosed with and form part of the domain or reserve for public nealth and recreation known 
as Hyde I ark, and in the Survey Oifice old maps it had always been recognised as part of the Domnin up to its official 
dedication for public recreation on the 3rd of May, 1878.

In tbe city of Sydney, iu 1S92, there were 748 acres of land used for parks and recreation grounds, or 2fi per cent 
of the total area of the city : and this is without the Centennial Park, or the old Ride Range—which is now again vacant 
Crown land at the disposal of the Government. °
- i ,.^n the area within the suburban municipalities dedicated to, or purchased for the people by the Government 
including the Centennial Park, amounted to 2,730 acres, or 3T per cent, of their aggregate area.

In addition to these reserves, the Government dedicated to the iwople, in December, 1S79, a large area of land 
situated within easy distance of the metropolis.

kn?m11 nft tllc ^T?tio!ia) 1>ArJC "'’to the additions subsequently made in 1880 and 1883, contains n total 
area of ob,oiO acres. The amount of public funds expended on the National Park up to end of 1892 was £80,525.

On
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J. G. Hay. On the CeQteuni.il Pari; uji to end of 1S92 was expended, no less a sum than £201,too. On the Botanic Gardens,
"'x between January, I8S0, and December, 1S92, a sum of £73,843 ; for the same periods on the Government Domains, 

28 July, 1897. £32,670: on the Garden Palace Grounds, £14,182; and all other reserves within the metropolitan area, £284,941; ora 
grand total of £843,622.

These statistics that T have quoted are taken from Coghlan’s “ Wealth and Progress of Now South Wales, 1S93.”
Since 1892, also, the Ivimug-gai Chase, a large area of .'10,306 acres, has been added to the national parks ; but, 

excluding the two largest national parks, there is a total area of itsenes. Ac., according to Ooghlnn's Statistical llcgister 
for 1895, of 5,387 acres, and I know he has left out several reserves and does not take in further than Burwood on the 
main suburban line. When Governor Macquarie ruled, the bulk of the population of the Colony was in or about the town 
of Sydney. Its inhabitants have had to seek habitations outside the narrow limits of the town of Sydney, which was 
hedged in a couple of generations ago ; and the successive Governments of this Colony have provided in a most lavish and 
unstinted manner for tho recreation, health, and enjoyment of the citizens convenient parks and recreation-grounds 
contiguous to their homes. •

.1244. "Was it.by research that you obtained the information which is given in your slatement ? Yes.
1245. Yon stated that you were engaged by the late Mr. James Squire Farnell to inako inquiries as to the 
dedication or otherwise of Hyde Park ? Yes. At that time there was a trouble connected with Hyde 
Park. Pastor Allen was bolding forth on Sundays, and it was a question of the Hyde Park Improvement 
Hoard dealing with the riotous proceedings there. Tt was found that it was doubtful if they had power 
to interfere, and the question then arose whether this land had ever been dedicated or not. Mr. Farnell 
said Hay was to he given this matter, and that he was to iind out if it had ever been dedicated or not. I 
was in that branch -which specifically dealt with the recreation-grounds, including Hyde Park. "When I 
tackled this work I found that it was an exceedingly diliicult one, more difficult than J expected, and T 
traced it back then to the oldest map of the town ] could find in the survey office. On that map 1. found 
a copy of Governor Phillip’s order of 1792. The outcome of ihe work I did was a suggestion that Hyde 
Park should be dedicated. As it had never been specifically appropriated, or put in such a manner as to 
he quite a satisfactory dedication, I suggested that it should be dedicated under the Crown Lands 
Alienation Act of 1861, Mr. Farnell approved of that suggestion, and some time after, finding that no 
one else had moved in the matter, I suggested that certain trustees be appointed and under the ‘’Public 
Parks Act of 1854,” which was done, m order that they should have absolute power short of alienation. 
They could do what they liked with Hyde Park, except to alienate it.
1246. It is not dedicated as a temporary common, and the trustees are permanent? Ko ; Phillip, when 
the land was not aclmally required for some time, allowed Ihe ground to be used as commonage, and 
Macquarie, finding that it was a nuisance, said he would grant a common outside the town, and do away 
with the commonage use of Hyde Park, aud he granted what is now known as Moore Park—1,000 acres. 
1217. In the proclamations of Phillip and Macquarie the land in Hyde Park is, to all intents and purposes, 
looked upon as Crown land? Yes. My contention is that Phillip, according to tho instructions of the 
British Government, set this large tract of land apart for Government purposes, not only as the property 
of the Crown, but always to remain tho property of the Crown.
1248. Reserving it permanently for Crown purposes ? Yes.
1249. The only inroad on that was when the Government conveyed a portion of it to permanent trustees? 
Ko ; in 1829 there had been two allotments granted to J. Buckley and 3. M. O’Connell. Up to that year 
no portion of the land had ever been alienated to anyone, except to Buckley and O’Connell, who got 
the land where Domain and Richmond terraces are now. Since that period some portions have been 
alienated to private individuals, lint the great bulk of that land stilt remains. /
1250. Mill you now describe the boundary of the town ? Going back to 1792, Phillip had not named 
the piece of water which is now Darling Harbour, not even Cockle Bay; but he said the boundary of the 
town of Sydney was from the head of the core, lying to the west of Sydney Cove, and now known as 
Darling Harbour, to the head of Garden Cove, now known as AVoolloomooloo Bay. It does not strike a 
straight line from Darling Harbour.
1251. Will you describe the boundary of the town at the time hy the streets of to-day ? Phillip’s boundary 
of the town of Sydney when he was Governor was the line of Hay-street lo its intersection with 
Llizaheth-street, thence north-east in a straight line to Woolloomooloo Bar Within that town boundary 
be had orders from the British Government to lay out a largo tract for Government purposes, which he 
did. Ho has left no record of the boundary of it; but I have not tbe slightest doubt that the description 
in 1829 is near enough for our purpose.
1252. That is the description which you quoted in your slatement ? It was more than that. I think it 
was General Darling’s order in 1829 ; he ordered a list of the then existing reserves m the town of Sydney 
to be gazetted, and this reserve is described starting from the mouth of the Tank Stream—lhat is, Sydney 
Cove—running aiong Mr. Beihev's allotment, which was where Mr. Norman Selfe used to live for years at 
Circular Quay, near John Williams' cooperage; thence along Macquarie-place, which was a little bigger then 
than it is now ; thence along Bent-street up to Maequarie-slreer; thence along Macquarie-strect to Kinn- 
street East; thence southerly along the Sine of Elizabeth-street to Liverpool-street; thence easterly along 
Liverpool-street to what will be the commencement of Oxford-street now ; and thence in a north-easterly 
direction to the waters of Woolloomooloo Bay. You wall see that that portion of laud coincides with tbe 
boundary of Sydney in 1792. Well, all tbat land in that area was set aside as a Government domain. I 
christened it the Phillip Domain to distinguish il. Macquarie enclosed with a stone wall and fence the 
area which is comprised in both the Domains, the Botanic Gardens, and the Garden Palace ground. He 
called that area tho Government Domain, but he did not cancel the rest of it. Phillip’s order was relative 
to the whole area. Jt, is the orders of Government that no ground within a boundary-line is to be granted 
or let on lease, and all houses built within that boundary-line are, and are to remain, the property of the^ 
Crown. The boundary Phillip referred to as the boundary of the Government Domain, because he granted 
some allotments immediately outside that boundary-line to Captain Paterson, Jneutenant Maenrthur, and 
Quartermaster Haycock. He did not mean within tho boundary of Sydney, which would be absurd ; he 
meant within the boundary of this Government Domain, and he intended by instructions from the 
British Government that that domain should always remain the property of the Crown, and should not 
pass out of the hands of the Government. Bligh, when he came here, referring to Governor Phillip’s 
order and the instructions of the British Government, told half a dozen gentlemen whom be specified by 
name, and some others who had built very inconveniently to his residence, to clear out, 1o do what they 
liked with the materials of the property, and if they applied to him he would grant them allotments out
side in tbe town. Bligh corroborated Phillip’s order, and Macquarie never did anything to the contrary,

unless



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—RAILWAY EXTENSION FROM REDFERN TO ET. JAMES'-ROAD, 63

unless perhaps he might have given his subaltern, O’Connell, the allotment up by Parliament House, and
the allotinent lo Buckley. He never did anything unless it was granting those two allotments to destroy
the integrity of that domain. 1’rom the start of Oxford-street along College-street there was a small area u ^ ''
of land alienated there after Macquarie's time. The ground was used for a garden by Judge Forbes.
F’rancis-street is named after Sir Francis Forbes. Just about there a small portion has been alienated,
but the Grainmar School, or the Museum, I call a public purpose. I call the purposes of education and
religion^public purposes. St. Mary's and St. James' E consider a public purpose.
1253. \our contention is that the land now known as Hyde Park is virtually Crown land? Yes.
1254. That it has never been alienated to anyone or dedicated ? It was dedicated at my suggestion in 
1S78, in order to gazette trustees, to frame regulations, and to deal with it in the public interest, to keep 
order ; but up to that time it had never been granted.
1255. Is not that dedication in perpetuity to tho trustees ? When a dedication is made under the 5th 
section of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1851 it is intended to be permanent; but, of course, a 
Kesumption Bill can destroy that dedication,
12o6. Since 1878 Hyde Park has been dedicated in trustees for tbe use of the citizens of Sydney ? Hot 
specifically for the citizens of Sydney. It is dedicated for public recreation, health, and enjoyment—but 
there are no individuals named.
1257. Por the people of Sydney ? Tt is not mentioned in that way. You want to refer to a form of 
Crown grant. It is not dedicated for any specific class,
125S, For the general public ? It is assumed tor the people at large, not the people of Sydney.
125b. Therefore, if the citizens of Sydney set up a specific claim to Hyde Park, you do not agree with 
their contention? They have no claim at all; as a matter of fact, a deed has not been issued.
12(50. The dedication has taken place by proclamation ? Ho ; the act of dedication was tiie announce
ment in the Government Gazette after certain formalities had taken place in accordance with tho Crown 
Lands Alienation Act of 1861.
1261. Can you explain what power, if any, the Crown has over Hyde Park at the present time? The 
Crown sc, as Government, has no direct power over Hyde Park ; it is left in the hands of trustees.
3262. There is no power to revoke that dedication ? No, except by Act of Parliament. Up to 1S78 
there was that power in the hands of the G-overumcnt.
126J. Iu your statement you alluded to other parks;—I wish now to refer to other recreation-grounds?
Cogblan in his statistics, which he gets from other departments, has left out a number of rocreation- 
gromids, and consequently the area which he publishes is short of the true area. For instance, he has not 
included Hawes Point, which is used as a recreation-ground.
12(4. Chairman!] That is only in course of transmission to the Colonial authorities? It; was conveyed 
to the Colonial authorities at the time Garden Island was conveyed to the British Government. Garden 
Island was given to the British Government in exchange for all the ordnance lands—that was, Victoria 
.Barrack's, Dawes Battery, laud at Bathurst, and a lot of other places.
12(>0. Do you wish to give some evidence about the extension of the railway into the city? I do, because 
1 lived on the Blue Mountains for seventeen years.
1266. Mill you give the Committee your idea as to whether or not the railway should be extended to 
the city, and if so, will you state what you think of the proposal to make a big passenger station in Hydo 
Park fronting St. James’-road? I certainly think the railway should be extended to the city—I do not 
think there is a second question as to that. But my own opinion is that no site in the business portion of 
the city for. tliis^ extension would be practically as convenient as this St. James’-road site. It would be 
more convenient for extending the railway to Circular Quay afterwards.
1267. Hemember that this proposed extension is intended only for passengers, not for goods ? Exactly.
The goods traffic might bo taken (o Darling Harbour or Darling Island. ,
1268. 1 ou have travelled a good deal, 1 suppose,by the railways? Yes ; 1 travelled from the Mountains 
every day for some years, and the complaints for many years past have been very numerous that long-distance 
jiassengers are lauded outside the city. It means that a large number of clerks and city warehousemen
are debarred from using the Mountains from Saturday to Monday in consequence of not being able to '
get into their ivareliouses or offices by !) o’clock on Monday morning, unless they get up at an unearthly 
hour and travel by the mail-train. If the terminus were located at St- James’-road they could get to 
their offices or warehouses at five minutes past 6 o'clock, and they would use the Mountains much more 
than they do. The same thing applies to all business men, but more particularly to the employees of 
merchants and others. “
1269. Not merely the employees of mercantile houses ? A large number of employees in Sydney would 
bejery glad to go to tbe Mountains for a change from Saturday to Monday, but at present they cannot go.
1270. \V hy ? They get to Ecdlern at 9 o’clock, then they have to change into a tram, and they do not 
arnve at tho warehouse until twenty minutes past 9 o’clock, sometimes later.
1271. You think that the proposed extension of the railway to Hydo Park would enable this additional 
number of travellers to use the railway ? Decidedly.
1272. They would save twenty minutes in transit? ” They would,
1273. Is that the only reason why you think the railway should be extended ? No. It should be extended
for several other reasons. My experieuce on the Blue Mountains in beeping a sanatorium showed the 
want of an extension of the railway to provide what they otherwise would have been very glad to have 
availed themselves of. "
1274. If it is contended by witnesses, as has been done, that the electric tram in George-street will supply
alHhe wants oi: railway passengers, in your opinion will that meet tho case ? Decidedly not. "
127.5. There will still he a break and great delay ? There will be delay, and, further than that, those 
who have a portmanteau or anything of that sort would far sooner go straight down to the terminus, and 
leave it there if (hey do not want to take it away.
1276. Mr. Lee.] As oue w'ho has travelled for many years on that line, you think it would bo in the 
interests of the public for long-distance passengers, such as passengers from the Mountains and places 
to the west of the Mountains, to he landed at Redfern station, while suburban passengers are brought into 
the heart of the city ? I think it would be a great advantage or convenience if the long-distanco 
passengers w-ere also taken to St. James’-road.
1277. As a business man, do you think that any portion of the people of this Colony would 'submit to

. long-distance
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J. G. Hay, long-distance passengers being put down at Kedfern, on tbe outskirts of tbe city, and suburban 
"sTT^isq" passengers being brought into the heart of the city ? It' they could avoid it, certainly not,
- u y, 2278. If an arrangement of that sort were carried out in the first instance, do you not think it is

extremely probable that the country people would agitate for and obtain an extension of the long
distance traffic into the city within a short time afterwards? Certainly they would.
1279. Do you think it would be just to tbe coin muni ty to put one portion of them at such a great 
disadvantage? Certainly not; they are all taxpayers.
1280. And as tho railways are owned hy the State, and centre in the city of Sydney, does it not, in your 
opinion, become a necessity tbat there should be one central depfit for the whole of the traffic? 
Certainly.
1281. Mr. O'Connor.1 The gift of Governor Phillip, although intended fully, had no real validity until 
the Government of Mr. Parnell, in 1878, made it a valid document ? Ko : Phillip never made a gift at 
all. He said that that Government Domain should bo tho property of the Crown for ever.
1282. Who gave Hyde Park ? KTo one gave llyde Park; but Macquarie said that that piece of land
known by four different names should hereafter be known as Hyde Park “being intended,1’ as be said,
“in future for the recreation and amusement of the inhabitants of tbe town, and as a field of exercise
for tbe troops.”
1283. Mr. Wrighf,] He never made any grant? KTo. 1 proved logically that he never intended to 
make a grant by the ease of the grant he spoke of to the Sydney Common, which he ordered to be conveyed 
to the Judge Advocate and magistrates of the town of Sydney a year afterwards.
1281. Mr. O'Connor.'] Legally that land was as much Crown land unalienated up to 1878 as any lands of 
tbe Crown to-day ? It was in this position : It was legally Crown land, but used for recreation. Dawes 
Point is Crown land, but used for recreation. It was about in the same position in 1878, before action 
was taken at my suggestion to specifically dedicate it, as Dawes Point is at the present moment dedicated.
1285. The action of Air, Parnell's Government in 1878 cures any defect which might have occurred ?
Yes. In_1878 there was a valid dedication of the land for the purpose of public recreation. ■
1286. It is as much dedicated now as if it had been in the days of Governor Phillip? It is properly 
dedicated now. Up to 1878 it could be dealt with by the Crown, but now it cannot be dealt with by 
the Crown, as it is out of (heir hands, except by a Bill of Resumption.

THURSDAY, 29 JULY, 1897.
fkmnl:—

THOMAS THOMSON 
The Hon. Piteueiuck Thomas Humpherv. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon, Charles James Roberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Coknoii.
Henrt Clarke, Esq.

hi WING, Esq. (Chairman).
Charles Axfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Pecan, Esq.
Thomas Henrt Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
'Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Prank Parnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony from 
the present terminus at Redfern into the city, including the erection of a large Central Station in the 
north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

The Honorable James Norton, LL.D., M.L.C., sworn, and examined:—
The Hon. 1287. Chairman.] You are a Member of the Legislative Council aud the President of the Board of 

LL D AIl'c ^’ruetees Hyde Park ? Yes.
* 1288. Mr. Fagan.] Have you a statement winch you wish to place before the Committee ? As what I 

29 July, 1897.say to the Committee is more in the nature of a protest than evidence, I have taken care to 
put it in writing. I have been compelled to do it very hastily, because you gave me such short notice to 
attend to-day.
1289. Would you rather have a longer notice ? I have done it now, so that it does not matter. I would 
rather have had a longer notice.
1290. Will you be good enough to read your statement ? Tt is as follows:—

. 1 appear before the Committee for the purpose of protesting against the appropriation of any portion of Hyde Park
for tho extension of the railway system for the following reasons : —

The proposed worts, including, as I understand, tho widening of streets, the possible formation of others, and the 
laying down of rails in such portion of the Park as is not intended to be appropriated for yards or buildings will probably 
destroy nearly one half of the Park, and although the late Mr. Eddy disclaimed the idea of ever asking for any more there 
is almost a certainty that the residue being undoubtedly an excellent site for further works, will ultimately be appropriated 
if the present appropriation be allowed, and I notice that Mr. Eddy himself contemplated the probability of further laud 
being sooner or later reqoired, aud could not guarantee that the present proposed extension would he sufficient for more 
than twenty years. It is impossible to deny that if an extension is admitted to be necessary or desirable the proposed site 
is unexceptionable, but the question then remains to be considered, whether the increased accommodation is worth the 
sacrifice required to obtain it. Sydney is well provided with parks, but the admirable position of Hyde Park makes it of 
much greater importance than all the rest, for it may be considered to he in the very heart of the city, and the necessary 
i-esult of this is that a vast number of people amounting. I believe, to 40;OD[I daily pass backwards aud forwards through it 
to their work, and thus enjoy its beauty and its unpolluted air, without the effort and loss of time which would 
result from a visit to the Botanic Gardens or other park elsewhere, whereas if it were appropriated for railway 
purposes they would not only lose this great advantage, but the length of their journey would be increased. The beauty 
of our beautiful city would be very seriously interfered with if utilitarian buildings, iron-rails, aud railway trains, 
with all their bustle and confusion, steam, dust, noise, and excitement were substituted for trees, grass, and 
flowers, and there can he little doubt that the houses now surrounding the Park, would change their character and 
be very seriously interfered with, and that the Registrar-General's Office, the Supreme Court, and St. James’ Church 
would have sooner or later to be removed, thus adding seriously to the cost of the proposed extension. It becomes necessary 
now to consider who will he benefited, and these maybe divided into two classes, viz., the long-distanco passengers, 
and the short-distance or suburban passengers, consisting principally of persons who live at such distances from .Sydney 
that they are able to go backwards and forwards to their homes every day. With respect to the former, who are generally 
burdened with heavy luggage, it is a matter of very little moment whether they have to hire a cab from Itedfern or from St. 
James’ Church, but it cannot be denied that the proposed alteration would be of sensible benefit to the latter, principally in 
the saving of time, but it must not be forgotten that such benefit would be enjoyed by only a email section, who reside or have 
offices situated within a short distance from the terminus (say-, for instance, not exceeding at the outside half-a-mile), and

that
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that passengers who reside at Sliller’s Point, Darlinglmrst, Darling Hat hour, and other snch places would not receive the The Hon. 
slightest benefit, for it ia impossible to carry the railway to everyone’s door. Having cursorily examined the plana of the J. Norton, 
principal cities or Great Britain and of the Continent, 1 have not found that their railways, as a general rule, run to the LL.D.,11.1.0. 
centres of business, and if these great cities, svith their largo numbers of inhabitants, are content with railways terminating 
m their suburbs, Sydney, which is small compared with most of them, cannot have much reason to complain. 20 July 1897.

, Having visited Brisbane, Melbourne, Adelaide, Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, and Dunedin, I know that ’
their railway stations arc not in the centre of business, although they certainly are nearer to it in each of those cases than 
in the case of Sydney. I find that what may be considered the constitution of Hyde Park was granted by His Excellency 
Lachlan Macquarie, by notice published in the Hyditeg Oa-ette of Gtli October, 1810, which dedicated the Park to the 
recreation and amusement of the inhabitants of the Town of Sydney, It therefore follows that the citizens cannot fairly 
l>e_ deprived of any portion of the Park without their consent, even if that consent be withheld in a dog-in-the-manger 
spirit, which, however, can hardly be imputed to them, because, as far as the permanent inhabitants, consisting mainly of 
the poor and labouring classes, are concerned, tho parks are their only gardens and lecieation-grounds, while tho suburban 
residents, for whoso convenience the Park is proposed to be taken, have plenty of open spaces and fresh, wholesome air, 
and in almost all cases private gardens of their own,

/ When, a few years back, an attempt was made to appropriate a portion of the Park for railway purposes, a large
open-air meeting, over which I presided, was held iu tho Park, a resolution protesting against the proposition was carried 
unanimously, and the project was abandoned. At tho late meeting held in the Town Hall under tbe presidency of the 
Mayor, an immense number of citizens attended and unanimously pissed resolutions condemnatory of the proposed appro
priation. I contend, therefore, that unless a much larger number of citizens than that which attended the late meeting 
(say7, not less than two or three times the nmulier) shall give their consent, the will of so large a minority, if it should be a 
minority, must be respected, even though there may be no other way of bringing the railway into the business portions of 
the city. As to tho sentimental aspect of the question, 1 consider that that is entitled to due consideration, for a great 
part of the pleasures of life are made up of sentiment, and if that is to he excluded we may almost as well drop down to 
tlie position of C'himiincn or hlackfellows. On the other band, the sentimentalists ai e entitled to say that tho attempt to 
resume the Paik iiibteud ol adopting some more expensive scheme, is a mere commercial matter, and a question of 
pounds, shillings, and pence, winch ought not to prevail where the health, happiness, aud enjovmeiit of the people are

1291. Has any one ol' the cities you visited as many parks or recreation grounds as Sydney has ? They 
seem to me to be plentifully snjjplied, quite sufficient in proportion to the number of inhabitants.
1292. I suppose in Hyde Park you have an area of about 43 acres dedicated as a park V Yes.
1293. Out of that area it is proposed to take 10 acres for railway buildings and sidings ;—do you tbink 
that the taking of that land will very much inconvenience the people in getting to their recreation- 
ground, or utilising the Park as much as Ihey do at present? Not so much as if they took the whole of 
it, but then the fear is lhat, when that part is once taken, another piece will be wanted, and then another 
piece, aud having given up a part, the whole will sooner or later be sacrificed.
1294. Your great objection, as President of the Trust, to the taking of this Park is that, in the near 
future, you will be called upon to part with some more of tho Park ? That is the greatest objection.
1295. If you got a guarantee that they would not use any more of the Park, your objection would not be
as strong as it is? 'We cannot get such a guarantee. "
1296. If the Commissioners were willing to say that for any further extension they would go down to 
Circular Quay, would not that get over a good deal of your objections ? No ; because I do not see that 
they earn pledge themselves, or their successors in any way. The remaining portion of Hyde Park is so 
convenient that tlie great fear is that it will be taken, and no pledge can be sufficient to protect it.
1297. That is the danger in conceding this portion of 10 acres ? That is the greatest danger.
1298. How many years is it since the meeting you presided over was held? It was held throe or four 
years ago. It was held when a proposal was made to do the same thing which is now attempted to 
be done
.1299. How long have you been a trustee of tho Park, and the President of the Trust? I have been a 
trustee since 1879, and President of tbeTrust since tlie death of Sir Alfred Stephen two or three years ago.
1300. Ton are one of the first trustees who where appointed ? Yes.
1301. Ihere were no. trustees to look after that Park till 1878 or 1879? I do not know how it was 
managed, but tbe present Trust was not iu existence till then.
1302. Peally that hind was not properly dedicated for a reserve or park till ]87S? It was dedicated in
1810, as I mentioned in my statement, ■
1303. Nor other purposes, but uot for a recreation ground or park ? Well, I will read to vou the words
of the proclamation :— '

^ /Sfifitnkiy, Gth October, ItJlO,
"1S Excellency the Governor, being extremely desirous fco do everything in his power that win in the least contribute 

to the ornament and regularity of the town of Sydney, as well as to the convenience, accommodation, and safety of the 
inhabitants thereof, haa already, in tlie prosecution of these views, divided the town into five separate districts, and given 
directions for the erection immediately of a proper watollhouse in each district for the protection of the inhabitants from 
night robberies.....................

* * * 4* *****,

The whole of the open gioiinil yet unoocupied in the vicinity of the town of Sydney, hitherto known ami 
alternately called hy tbo names of the common, exercising ground, cricket ground, and racecourse, bounded by the 
Government Domain in the north, the town of Sydney on the west, the Brickfields on tlie south, and Mr. Palmer’s premises 
on the east, being intended in future for the recreation and amusement of the inhabitants of the town, and as a field of 
exercise for the troops, the Governor has thought proper to name the ground thus described Hyde Park, by which name 
it is henceforth to he called and denominated.

LACHLAN MACQUARIE.
By command of His Excellency,

J. T. Gampjiki.l, Secretary,
1304. You would be here to object to tlie giving over of any portion of the Park, even if you were not 
on the. Trust ? i might not feel myself so much bound to appear as I do uow ; but I should have the same 
objection to it as 1 have now.
1305. You are awa,re of the proposal of the Commissioners to meet the claims of those who wish for a 
recreation ground ? I think so.
11306. An area of 16 acres is proposed to be given by resuming land at the Benevolent Asylum ground 
and the old Cemetery ;—do you not think that that will be more convenient for alarger number of people 
than is the north-western portion of Hydo Park ? It will be more convenient for the people who reside in 
the neighbourhood of it, but not so convenient for the people who now use Hyde Park.
1307. It will be more convenient for a larger number of people than Hyde Park is at present ? I do not 
tbink for a larger number, but certainly it will be convenient for some.
1308. It is simply tho convenience of a population of 30,000 persons iu the vicinity of the proposed Park 
as against the convenience of a population of 15,000 persons in the vicinilv of this portion of Hyde

‘ Park ?
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t kji ■k^011. Park ? I say the Park is used; not only by the people immediately fronting it, but by people from Surry 
LLD MLC "Woolloomooloo and other places : and if you count them 'in, I think you will find that they eom-

‘ prise a larger number of people than the number who will be conrenienced by tbe proposed new park.
20 Julv, 1897.1300' Black.'] Do you uot think that Hyde 3’ark is used by people from all parts of tbe Colony and 

” all parts of the world ? Certainly.
1310. Mr. Began.] Would not the other ground, if resumed and beautified as proposed, be taken advantage 
of by people who come into the city ? Tio: because it is too far off.
1311. Too far off the city? Too far off tlie main parts of the city.
1312. Does not that prove that it is time then that greater convenience was given to those large numbers 
in the city, and who come to the city? I do not know. J do not think that tho argument tells in that 
way at all.
1313. If tlie larger number will visit Hyde Park, and tho proposed park is too far for them, does not that
show that some greater facilities should be given to that large travelling public who frequent Hyde Park 
and the Domain ? I do not think it follows. Tliey have a good many conveniences as it is—they have, 
omnibuses and trams, and are likely to have more trams. _
1314. You know that some steps were taken to resume that part of Hyde Park for railway purposes 
many years since ? I do not know what steps were taken, but they eventuated in nothing. .
1315. At that time circumstances were a little different from what they are now ? At that time a largo
number of business people lived at tbeir business places iu the city, but since then they have gone to live 
in the suburbs, and they come in every morning to their business? I think some more have gone than 
wore here at that time. _
1316. Considering that the largest portion of our business people live out of town, do you not think it. 
will be a great benefit to the community to have a railway into the city ? It would be a great benefit hi 
them, but I look more to the injury done to the poorer classes who cannot have these suburban residences, 
who live in Sydney, and must continue to live in Sydney on account of saving expenses.
1317. Yon do nottake all the Park from them, for they will still have 30 acres in Hyde Park ? You do 
not take all from them, but the main objection is the fear that that Park will be ultimately entirely 
sacrificed.
1318. I understand that is your greatest fear, but if it were possible to give you a guarantee that no
further encroachment on the Park would bo made, your opposition would be comparatively small in this 
case ? It would be weakened a good deal. _
1319. Mr. Hassall.] Do you think it is necessary to extend the railway system into the city ? I think it 
is a very open question. I have not at all made up my mind tbat there is any actual necessity for it. It 
would certainly be a very great convenience to a certain section, and it would be a great convenience

■ to me personally, but ] am uot prepared to say that the sacrifice to bring tbe railway there is equal to the
benefit we would gain by its extension.
1320. Speaking individually, you think it would be a benefit to bring the railway to the city? Tome, 
personally, it would.
1321. Your opinion, I suppose, is shared by thousands of others who would bo similarly benefited ? It is
shared by a good many—by all within reach of tbe benefit, _
1322. Those who habitually use the railway as a means of access to tho city would ho benefited by the 
proposed extension ? I do not say all, but certainly a good many would ho benefited.
1323. If it is admitted that it is desirable to extend the railway to the city, can you point out to Ihe
Committee any more convenient site than the site at St. .lames’-road ?' I cannot point out any site which 
I. consider more suitable. ... ,
1324. You admit in your Statement that the site is unexceptionable, being in the heart of the city ? That 
is my opinion.
1325. And, therefore, the city, or any portion of the city practically would he easily accessible from that 
point? Well, it would facilitate access to a very large part of the city.
1326. Do yon not think that in the event of the railway being extended to the city, they might run across
lines of tramway to strike tlie railway at convenient points ? Quite possible. _ _
1827. But 1 think you say, granted all the convenience which might accrue from the station it would not 
be worth the sacrifice of a portion of Hyde Park ? A portion, and I am afraid ultimately the whole.
1328. Mr. Began said that if you had a guarantee that no other part of the Parle was required, there
would not he so much objection to the extension of the railway in this way as there would bo if if: were 
proposed tbat the whole of the Park might be required ? Ho doubt, if such a guarantee were given, and 
if we could see that the guarantee was worth anything. I cannot conceive it is possible to give any 
guarantee whieli will hind the future. _
1329. I can only judge from the evidence brought forward by the Railway Department on this subject ?
I have read Mr. Eddy’s evidence. He was perfectly sincere in saying that he did not want to take any 
more ; but I cannot think that that will bind his successors. The spot being so con venient I think may 
ultimately be appropriated, in spite of Mr. Eddy’s ideas. _ _
3330. Does it not strike you that in the event of any further accommodation being required that accom
modation will he in tho direction of proceeding further north, towards Circular Quay, which might result 
in the construction of a circular line of railway ? I think that is very likely indeed. _ _
1331. From the proposed terminus round by Circular Quay and back again on that line of railway, and 
also providing a starting point for an extension to the eastern suburbs ? Yes ; but I notice that Mr. Eddy 
said that there is no necessity for providing for goods traffic at present.
1332. I am alluding only to the passenger traffic ? I do not see that the passengers want to to get so far. 
You would take them away from tbe centre of the city if you look them down there.
1333. Judging by the fact that no other traffic than the passenger traffic will immediately be provided
for, it is not probable that any larger area of llyde Park may be required when it is distinctly stated by 
the Railway Commissioners aud the constructing authorities that the portion which is now asked for will 
he ample for all requirements for many years to come? I cannot quite see that. As to this idea about 
carrying goods, people’s ideas may alter, and future Commissioners may say that it is quite necessary ilmt 
we should take these goods down to the wharfs, and have a railway along the wharfs, so that we can 
deliver them on board ship. Mr. Eddy combated that idea, and said that it would bo of very little advantage. 
If he had remained as Chief Commissioner, T. would have bad no difficulty on that score; but he is gone, 
and his ideas sooner or later will disappear too. 1334.
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1334 loti state that thousands of peoplo use the north-western portion of Hyde Park in passing to and Tlie Hon.
. lom the city. Considering that you have St. .fames’-road on oue side, and Park-street on the other, it T t‘n^Tf'r’n 
would not bo necessary to make any very great detour to arrive at any portion of tlie city, which would '
he practically accessible from the portion of the Park which is required for railway purposes ? The on t1i1t ioivt 
< etour would not be a very large one, but there would be a sensible difference in it, and we find in the * '
1 arli itself that nf a person wants to go from one point to another point, and he has to go round a little 
corner, he will invariably go straight, and destroy the grass.
133o. If be can. That shows the desire of people to go straight to their business, and if it were not 
tor t!ie necessity or going through the Park, they would not go through that Park for tlie purpose of 
seeing it. Ihey simply go there, because they are compelled to go there on the way to their business, and 
being so compelled, they get the benefit of the Park.
the^Piirl^? Pyl,0BC<^ no': ^ie ^'hole of the northern portion of the Park, but practically a fourth of
ld37. On one aide you will have Park-street as a means of access to the city; on the other si do you will havo 
o James -road, and if anyone wishes to get to tbe vicinity of Market-street, he will be able, by an over- 
icat passage, running practically through the centre of "the railway station, to pass from the central 

aienue in Jilizabeth-street P Of course, that eases the matter to a certain extent; but you compel the 
e-r'10 jn°'V JxiBS thr°>^ ^le Turk to use dusty roads instead of a verdant park, 

j ■ .~,oli . Il0'" mcan to say that you would have a dusty road from the centre of that Park, or a dusty 
©“her m Park-street or in St. jaines’-road ? You cannot help it.
I have yet to learn that asphalt is dusty p There is a good deal of dust in Sydney on some .

occasions, even m asphalted streets. Leaving out tho question of dust, there is a hard road to wTalk over, 
instead of a nice smooth turf.
ini?' Stf0" a ^1C PeoP^e walk across the turf as they like. You cannot stop it. 
i nao ttt-i J'ou Put notices to keep off the grass as much as possible ? And they will not.
.With regard to the statement that you prefer trees, grass, and flowers against steam engines, 

railway cars, add all the concomitant noises of railway traffic, do you think it would be preferable to'keep 
the trees, gram, and flowers as compared to tlie great advantages which will be conferred, not only on the 
suburban traffic, but also on people visiting Sydney fromtevery colony in the group? It is a difficult 
tiling tor me to say. I am a believer in trees, plants, and 'flowers. I have been a gardener all my life, 
and therolore I have a great affection for them. I cannot very well get rid of that. I know dozens of 
people who would rather have trees, flowers, and grass than steam, smoke, and dust.
1343. If that idea had been carried out we should havo had no city of Svdnev to-day ? No doubt, if you followed it out absolutely. j . , j > j

Iu y0? that no advantage would accrue to the western portion of tho city—that is, along
the loreshores of Darling Harbour—because it would be too far for the people to walk to reach their places 
?! ,, :ifl'neas ‘ ’ benefit would accrue to them by the extension of the railway.

• o. a it not a fact that people who use that portion of the city for their business operations generally 
enoosc some suburban residence which is easily accessible—tliey would practically use the water as a 
means o± transit between their residence and their place of business, I do not say iu all cases, but to a 
great extent r J do not know. I daresay a great many of them would live at Balmain, for instance— some, but not all. "
1316. You, if carrying on a business in Sussex-street, would say, “ I would cboose as a place of residence 
some suburb which is easily accessible for mv place of business ” ? Certainly, I have done it myself in my own case. J

1847. Therefore, to a groat extent, the objection to this proposal on that score would be done away with, 
because people then would not go and reside in a suburb which was not so easily accessible as another ? lhat is perfectly true, to a large extent.
1348. People generally adapt themselves to their surroundings ? Yes.

34 . Grovernor Macquarie s proclamation was that this laud, describing the boundaries as he did, should 
1 yrnVa A Iv ior ■ recreiitl011 amusement of the inhabitants of the town of Sydney ? Yes.
i oki r *lm? town Sydney was onlv a very small town ? Yerv small.
1351. It was not the city of Sydney, but the town of Sydney ? The town "of Sydney : and the Park, as 
appears by that proclamation appears to be outside the boundaries of tho town.
3 352. But the city has extended in so many directions that the circumstances of the present day are 
altogether different from the circumstances at that time ? Very different.
13o3. You will admit, 1 believe, that many of the people who carry on business operations in the. city do 
outside tho'dty11 ^ boUadai,ies? A Srcat many people do not ; if they have any sense, they will reside
1354. ttuburbs have been been founded practically year by year ? Yes.
13-5o. And provision has been, made for the residents of the various suburbs in the shape of narks and 
recreation grounds irrespective of Hyde Park ? That is so.
1330. So that practically, viewing it'in this light, wliat was suitable for the requirements of the people in 
the days of Governor Macquarie is not altogether suitable for the requirements of the people at the 
present day ? No ; but 1 cannot apply that to the Park. I think the Park is more suitable now than it 
was even then because the places outside arc covered with houses. There is all Woolloomooloo monopolised.
ii 4.waS practlcTy 1 cammon when I was a boy; there was much more room to move about. But now,

accommodat'on having gone, tbe Park becomes so much more useful.
135Y Looking at it from this point of view: that you propose to take a certain area in a particular 
locality, and it is admitted, in fact, proved beyond all shadow of doubt by the evidence, that the population 
to be served by that area as a park is only 15,000; that within a short distance you have another area— 
a suburban area I may term it—where a park would be very beneficial to 30,000 persons, and that you 
propose to give m exchange for the portion of the land to be taken almost double the area, in the more 
^iickly-populutea locality; do you not tbink that tbat would be an advantage to tlie public generally? 
An advantage to tbe public generally as a mass ; a disadvantage to the persons who now use Hyde Park, 
i ocif ^?a^er ad™utage to those who front tlie new park. You are robbing Peter to pay Paul, us it were. 
1358. It you rob Peter to pay two Pauls, it does not matter? Peter would not like to be robbed in any way. ■

1359.
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The Hon. 1350. You stated that if you do away witli the sentimental aspect of the question you bring us down 
LLD 0MLC.nearl? t0 the ]evel of hlackfellows or Chinamen? Not the sentimental aspect of the railway extension 

’ only, but sentiment generally. . f .i
29 Julv 1S97.1300. Did the question of sentiment enter iuto the proceedings taken to acquire this country irom the 

' ’’ original inhabitants—tho hlackfellows ? I am afraid there was not the slightest sentiment in it.
13(11. If a question of sentiment were to enter very materially into this project, we might revert to the 
olden days when tlie hlackfellows were the possessors of this country, and sentiment was not allowecl to 
stand in the way of taking their country from them, and let them do the best they possibly could. \ye 
are more civilised now. 1 have been looking through Cook’s Voyages lately, and J see that he hoisted the 
British flag wherever he landed, whether it was populated or not. ,
1362. If we are to take any notice of one meeting held m the Town Hall on the resumption of the nort 1- 
western corner of Hyde Park, wc might suspend our judgment until the other meeting is held to-morrow 
night, to ascertain what the feelings of those people may be ? That is only lair.
1363. Jfr. 'Fefjan?^ And over that meeting the Mayor is also to preside ? The Mayor can have no
feeling in the matter. I believe he is in favour of the extension ; but be is quite right in holding two 
meetings. _ . ,
1364. Mr. Hawaii] I take it that you appear here as the representative of the trustees of the lark, anrt
that you practically object to any portion of the Park being taken for railway purposes. I do ; anal 
may say that the trustees are quite unanimous. _
1365. That is, unanimous on the subject ? Of course they are to some extent biassed, but still they are 
quite unanimous.
1366. Yet, admitting that it may be desirable to extend the railway into the dty, you cannot point out a 
more convenient site than that one? There is no site equal to it; that is quite clear.
1367. Mr. Roberts] Bmv many gentlemen constitute the Hyde Park Trust? Mr. Alderman Chapman 
(formerly Mayor of Sydney), Mr. Alex. Dean, Mr. W. V7. Stephen (who succeeded Sir Alfred Stephen), 
Mr. Charles Moore (lately of the Botanic Gardens), Dr. K P. Harasay, of the Australian Museum, and 
myself are tho only ones who attend, and 1 do not think there are any more.
1368. Are the Committee to understand that the trustees generally concur in your protest . Every one 
except Dr. Bamsay, who has not been present lately at any of the meetings, as he has been ill.
1369. Do you know the view which he holds an the question ;—do you regard him as an opponent ot tlie
view held by Yourself and other members of the trust ? No ; I think he would agree with us, but I con- 
not say tbat with certainty. I have not asked him. ^
1370. Are Cook Park and Phillip Park under the control of your trust ? They aro.
3371. In the event of this scheme being carried out, do you not think that Cook Park and Phillip Park 
might be made more attractive to tho citizens of Sydney, and thus make up to some extent for the depri
vation of portion of Hyde Park ? Undoubtedly, that must follow. 1
1372. Will not the area that will probably be more extensively used be equal to the area in the north
western section of Hyde Park ? 1 do not think it would be used any more extensively than Hyde lark
is at present. I do not think it would malte any difference in that respect.
1373. Phillip Park is not very attractive at present? No.

, 1374. Ohairman.'] It could be made so ? It could if we bad sufficient funds.
' 1375. Mr. Heberts] Has the improvement of Phillip Park received the consideration of the trustees ?

No. We have not had the means to improve Phillip Park, aud therefore it was of no use to consider the 
question. Wo are quite willing to improve it if we only get the means. _
.1376. Have the trustees applied to the Government for money, with a view to improve Phillip Park? 
Constantly; that is to say, they have often applied for more money than has been allowed them, so as to 
enable them to improve, not only Hyde Park, but Phillip and Cook Parks also. But on the whole the 
allowance made them has not been illiberal, though it has not been sufficient to enable them to improve 
Cook and Phillip Parks, except to a very small extent.
1377. Unsuccessfully ? Tcs. ,
1378. Mr, Hoskins.] You get an annual grant of £1,009? Tliey give us £1,000 a year, and sometimes 
they give us a little more for certain things which we point out are necessary to be done.
1379. Mr. Roberts.] Is £1,000 a year the maximum sum allowecl for Hyde Park, Phillip Park, and Cook ■ 
Park ? No ; sometimes they have allowed a little more for certain objects, or various purposes which 
have been pointed out to them. But these allowances have always been made rather grudgingly, so that 
we cannot calculate ou getting any great increase.
1330. Is this annual grant of £1,000 to cover the three parks ? That is all we have.
1381. Tlie trustees use their own discretion as to tlie ivay iu which it shall bo expended Y Just so.
1382. Do the trustees have to pay for the lighting of Hyde Park ? The Government pays for that.
1383. In addition to giving tbe endowment? Yes. .
1384-, Has any record been kept by your trust as to tlie number of people who pass through Hyde Park . 
When the former proposal to resume part of Hyde Park was made, Sir Alfred Stephen took a great deal 
of pains, and had people there posted to count the number of people who used the Park. I believe tho 
number was 30,000 or 40,000 daily. ,
1385. Have you any figures to show the Park is enjoyed by a greater number of people now than it was 
five years ago? Ko.
1386. Is the number you give the aggregate number of persons who passed through Hyde Park, or only 
tlie number of those who passed through the north-western section of the Park ? I assume that it represents 
the number of persons who entered the Park, and departed from the Park. Yon mnst halve that number 
if you want to get at the number of people who used the Park on that occasion.
1387. Chairman.'] That is 20.000 persons over all the Park, not over this section of the Park? I. think 
that is it.
1388. The inference will be that a fourth of the 40,000 people used this fourth of the Park? Not so, 
because there is a much greater traffic in tbe part which it is proposed to take than in the other parts.
1389. Was it 40,000 persons a day or a week ? A day. .
1390. Mr. Roberts.] It is almost an impossibility to find out the number of people who go there at au v 
timo to get fresh air ? No ; the whole thing is only an approximation, but a pretty near one.
1391. Is it not a fair thing to assume that the majority of these 40,000 persons were only using Hyde' Park
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Park as a short cut to the citythey did not go there for any purpose of remaining there for any time ?
JNot many or them. Of course if you go there now, you will see loafers lying about in dozens and remaining all day. J 0

1392. If the n or ih-western portion of the Park he taken for railway purposes, and you still receive £1,000 29J^M89 
a year from the Government, you will be able to improve tho remainder of the Park to a much greater ’ 
oxen an you can at present? Provided that we have not to spend any of that, money on the new 
deal of monejr ^ ^ S1V°n 1,0 ,ls' ^ 'v0 t0 spend money at the burial ground it will take a great
I,39'*' ,Itls dlfr'cult ko say whether the new parks would be under the control of the trustees of Hyde 
4 , ’ being 80 , away ? ] fc 18 impossible to tell yet 1 f we have £1,000 to spend on the residue of the ParJt we can make more improvements there than wo can now'.
1394. In tlie event of this project being carried out, would not the Domain be more largely availed ofthan it is ? IN ot more at all, I think. J

\39:4 H°wgdo.£ou arf1Te at that conclusion do you regard the Domain as being too far from the centre 
+1 ■ ‘ the cham of the Park is that people are compelled to pass through it on the way to
their business, and get the benefits of it without going there specially. If they have to go for these 
benefits specially to the Domain, they will waste a good deal of time, and they will not do it; but this 
\ ark benefits them in spite ot themselves, as you may say.
1396. You would class the Domain, I suppose, with the Centennial Park, which requires a special visit to 
enjoy it? IN ot so much ; hut something in that category.

you,aila7i tbatif ^ Project is carried out arrangements will he made to completely and 
attractively cut off the station from tho central avenue, and neither the station nor the shunting or 

^“n "wu6 !l je k°, ^)e°k] e cti o n abl e in any sense ? I am aware that is proposed to do that; 
to do ft * te whether lfc WiI11)0 done. It may be done, or it may not. Tbe present idea, no doubt, is
1395. The Committee are assured that it will be done, and that the station buildings themselves ought to 
be an oinament to the city ? IN 0 doubt they ought; and, I think, if Mr. Eddy were alive, and the present 
Commissioners were to deal with the matter, they would carryout what they propose; but we do not
be a"ehaiigeof idea’° Comm]SSJ011crs b7-™d-bye. So that, unless the work is done instantly, there may
!n^r,i?i1Dki y4U 'nentioQed ^at the character of the houses round tho Park would be altered 
suppose Elizabeth-street were to become a business street instead of a residential street such as it is, do

t.?thati' 40,U1Cannot 1611 ; any c^sc msvbe detrimental. It maybe found
^ ^ ^ ithmk ^.i'8 m0r y to be de,:riraenta1' '-Theso houses will be used for an inferior purpose, and the houses themselves become inferior.

1409. Are you not of opinion that the street will be altogether altered iu its character—that it will 
become a business street, somewhat similar to Pitt-street, perhaps to George-street ? It might.
444,: +Ynr.fth° uorth-;vft0ro part being cut off in the way I have mentioned, are you not inclined to 
think that it would not be unpleasant 111 any way to the frequenters of the eastern portion of the Park?
Do what you will I think it would be unpleasant to them ; but it is a matter of opinion. It is very hard 
to change the centres of business, l.ou will have to do a great deal to take the business away from Pitt- 
street and George-street and bring it up to Elizabeth-street or any other place.

i Jw44lo 4 S,rCVvil! b4 tW- case i 1 ™ Mly Mjing that, owing to the large traffic which
, r, g 11. ?1 Llizabeth-street, that street will become a business street in addition to Pitt-street and George-street ? It is quite possible that it might.

4403, A,s trustee of Hyde Park, and more particularly as the President of the Trust, and being fully 
seized of the great responsibihty of representing the citizens of Sydney, you are altogether opposed, I
tS™ l4 f? ^ mCI 4aiik be'ng taken P 1 ata' 1 mfty SV that I and the rest of the
f f '""di .0PPose,d attempted encroachments on the Park. There have been several attemptsto get bits tor one thing and another. F
^perfectly'true faCt ^ Bll°rl :lg0 tbo trustees refused enough space for a cabmen’s shelter ? It

T™ fCe4 C!llled uP0.n t0 °PPose tbis proposal—that is, not to allow an 
» . ‘ ^ °t solely on that ground iii that case. We thought it would become a veryiro.sance ; otherwise we might have given way possibly to that. '

149b. it it were possible to give you a pledge that no further encroachment should take place, would you
a T fTTr 6 prTS4d ;x1Wlsion of <llc roiiway to Hyde Park ? In the first place I could 

f g l 4 +ipe,'se ns1 jv?uld satlsfy mp- In the second place I do not know that mv difficulty would be at 
.11 removed; there would be some mitigation, 110 doubt, which would be considered. I look at the thing,
ian-1 witT j “ a ”!atfcei’ whlch,wll\ afEect not only one portion, but ultimately the whole of the Park.
149/. What leads you to suppose that 111 the near future the whole of the Park will be absorbed for rail- 
w ay purposes ? Because Sydney has grown very fast, and is growing still, and will grow to a very large 
city sooner or later, and the requirements of a larger city than the Sydney of to-day will bring about a necessity for a larger railway station.

7i'apP!;ir t0 y?,';1 thafc in 1be eTCUt of a future extension of the railway other areas in 
i a nalll8ed t0 f,Ve re(l'uired accommodation, instead of having all the work carried out

HonsVL/Lt-1 / IT a ° { T°n4 d’re?™ in- Ticl1 y°u could e°- T«u could go down to Government 
• *ake * IT’ aBd b do not with very much favour on that.

1409. Chmrman,'] Will it not make a better park eventually than Hvde Park,—round by the water ? It 
velYnlce PaTk indeed; but you have not tbe advantage of having the people going there

perforce as you have here, and that is why! say Hyde Park is the park of all parks.
TrT,d not regar,d Wlth favour» owi,)g to your love of trees, grass, and flowers,

Sthfi *T i°f a"7 °f .S °r Jniier I)omain’to tbe smallest extent for railway purposes ? It 
wS refus? b° d°nebut T 9l01l d cousent t0 14 with the very greatest reluctance—I do not say that I
1444 Y0,U hTibTeC? ‘?,ke,d some bastions relative to'the value of the Cemetery at Devon-
ItIT p iI ;iud tho ™Iae of1Hyde l to the people of Sydney ;—I suppose you look on this matter of 
llyde 1 ark, not merely as a local question, not as as a question which will benefit or prejudice tho people

in
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TlisHoti. in its immediate neighbourhood, but as a question which will have an effect, either for good or evil, in its 
LL t) <M<L 0 ^^OT^on ou the people of the whole country? 1 cannot say that I have looked at it in that light. 1 

" look upon it more as a local question. .
29 July, 1897. you mean to say that you look on the matter of the diversiou of Hyde Park from its present

’ use as merely a local question—as one of mere value to the people who front Hyde 3’ark ? Mainly for 
the people who front it and use it.
1413. It seems to me a very extraordinary view to take? There is another aspect—if you destroy Hyde 
Park, you destroy one of the beauties of Sydney.
1414. That, it appears to me, is not a local question ? That is not local, I admit.
1415. Going further with this matter of local view, do you not think the value of Hyde Park as a place 
of resort will he depreciated not only by the portion taken, hut also by the use the portion taken is to be 
put to ? I think it will, depreciate the remaining portion of the Park.
141G. Because of the noise? The noise, dust, smoke, and steam.
1417. That will be not only because of the presence of the station, but because the line will pass through 
the south-western section of the Park, and will, in certain portions there, be open for the purpose of venti
lation ? Tes.
1418. Do you not think that that south-western section of the Park will be in less favour as a place of 
resort if the line is constructed through it? Certainly, much less.
1419. Do you not think that the atmosphere will be so laden with smoke and soot that the growth of 
plants, flowers, and trees will be interfered with ? I think so.
1420. And their beauty destroyed ? Partially.
1421. Do you not think that in addition to the value of the land proposed to be resumed in Hyde Park for 
railway purposes there should be added an estimate of the destroyed value of that portion which fronts! 
the land resumed ? Certainly; considering the advantage and disadvantage of the whole transaction, that 
should he added.
1422. Do you know exactly what is the area it is proposed to resume ? I see it is stated that it is about 
10 acres.
1423. Would you be surprised to learn, on official information, that the station-site and the portion pro
posed to be added to Elizabeth-street will he T2 acres 1 rood? JvTo; I am not at all surprised.
1424. And that the portion covered by the line in transit through the south-western section of the Park
will be 1 acre 20 perches P I should have thought that it would be rather more, because 1 understand 
that six lines are to be taken to St. James’-road, _
142G. If the construction of the railway will depreciate the value of the Park as a place of resort, will 
it not, in your opinion, also interfere with the usefulness and the pleasure ihe people feel in some of the 
fine buildings which surround it ? Certainly. *
1426. Do you not think that the Supreme Court, the Museum, the Grammar School, St. JameB’ Church. 
St. Mary’s Cathedral, and the Synagogue will all suffer from this extension ? They wall all suffer some 
detriment.
1427. That will not apply to the College, or tbe Museum, or St. Mary’s, at present? Not much,
because they will be some distance removed; but it will interfere a great deal withithe Supreme Court, 
St. James’ Church, and the ^Registrar General’s Office. .
1428. One of the pathways from the city to the Museum will he blocked and closed, and people going 
to the Museum will be compelled to make a detour ? Certainly.
1429. In ways, direct and indirect, these buildings will all be interfered with ? ----
1430. Hyde Park being ou a ridgo has a fall on each side ? Yes.
1431. On that account it has facilities for being laid out as a place of beauty that are not possessed by 
all portions of land to an equal extent; it has gentle slopes, and views may he obtained from it? Yes; 
land that is very irregular sometimes can be laid out with more beauty than land' almost level, hut at 
greater expense. The view we get from Hyde Park is, of course, accidental, but there it is, and nothing 
you can do to the land will lose you that view.
1432. If this land is of such solid value, and its value as a park cannot add to any value it may possess 
for railway purposes, would it not be better that some inferior land elsewhere should he used for the 
inferior purpose of a railway, and that this beautifully-situated land, of almost unsurpassed situation, and 
with fine natural surroundings, should he taken away from the purpose to which Nature and the fore
thought of our fathers have devoted it ? Certainly; there can he no question about that. It would be 
very much better to use inferior land for what you are pleased to term the inferior purpose, which may 
he, in some respects, very superior. Of course, then comes the question of getting sucli land. That I am 
not prepared to deal with. It is more an engineering matter than anything else.
1433. Do you not think, apart from any saving in cost which may arise in the matter of resumption by
using Hyde Park land for the purpose of a railway, the construction of a railway station at St. James' 
road will, of necessity, involve the resumption of valuable city land in order that the approaches to the 
station, by way of city streets, may he wide? I think it is very probable. It is proposed hy this scheme 
to widen Elizabeth-street, for instance, and Park-street, I think; and it may he thought necessary to 
widen other streets also, ■
1434. Park-street will have to he raised to admit of a tunnel being carried under it ? lies.
1435. Yon were asked just now if yon did not think it vrould he some advantage that the area of Hyde 
Park should be reduced in order that your grant, being spent over a smaller area, would be more beneficial 
to the remainder? If it is an advantage, I do not think it is an advantage worth considering in 
comparison with the loss of the symmetry of the Park, By taking away the finest part you leave, as it 
were, the scrag ends.
1436. Do you not think it would bo a useless expenditure of money to improve Hyde Park, when it is within 
the bounds of probability that in fifteen or twenty years’ time you may be asked to concede an additional 
portion for railway purposes ? Certainly.
1437. Mr. Hoskins.] Are you aware that steam and smoke are belched from railway engines through air-
shafts in the Temple Gardens in London, where there is a much denser and damper atmosphere than 
there is here, and that no complaint has ever been made of any injury being caused to trees and shrubs in 
the gardens ? I know nothing about the Temple Gardens, hut I do know that these things do damage 
trees, and I know that in Park-street some of the trees hare been absolutely destroyed by the dust from 
the roads. 1438.
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14-3S. Has auy representation ever been made to you, as President of Hyde Part Trust, tbat persons, The Hon.
especially females, arc deterred from crossing through Hyde Park from Market-street to Poomerang-, ^ ;N'0I'tol1.
sl.ieet m consequence of the rude and. in some instances, indecent remarks passed by men lying on the
grass close to the walks ? iSo representations have ever been made to me as President, but 1 knoiv as a
lact that such things have happened. Juv*1BH7-
1130. J)o you not think that the number of persons who traverse that walk, judging from what you have 
mard on the subject, would be likely to be considerably more than otherwise if such insults were not

0 ered to people. I think people are deterred from travelling through the Park on that account,
especially timid women. 1
1140. Then if that portion of Hyde Park is enclosed for the railway, do you not think it will have a
tendency to prevent such abuse as you have heard of from taking place, and as I know has taken place
there . i do not think there will be any tendency to reduce the difficulty, but it would transfer it to so mo other portion of the Park. '
1441. Are you aware that the necessity, or the alleged necessity, for extending tlie railway from Eedfern 
i> ‘'lri,se8 pot only from the wish of many people to have it extended to the city, but also because
Kedlcrn station is reported by the officers of the Department to be almost unsuitable owing to the 
cramped-up room for shunting the trains and carrying on the operations of the railways ? I believe there 

S^a: ^C0KS1^ for Creased space. I have read Mr. Eddy's evidence, and J quite agree with
1 Lr. nday that there is a very great necessity for extension in some shape. I do not appear here as an 
ParkURTlt ° riU Wa^ e:xteils*ou the city, but simply as an opponent of railway extension into Hyde
]442. d/b. Aer ] If you are opposed to the railway going to Hyde Park, and you are firmly impressed 
with the fact that there must be a removal from Eedfern, would you suggest a way out of the difficulty ?

rat is an engineering matter I cannot deal with, I do not see there need be anv removal from Eedfern, 
because it is possible that arrangements may be made there which will give the required space. I am not capable of judging of that.
1443. Accepting for the time being that there is an absolute necessity for its removal, and arriving at that 
absolute conclusion upon the evidence of experts whoso evidence cannot be ignored on a matter of this 
viud, must tlie movement to extend the railway from Eedfern cease because the people would reluctantly 
part \wth a portion of Hyde Park ? I will not go so far as to say that no extension shall be made if it 
necessitates the resumption of part of Hyde Park ; but I say that every effort should be made to find 
some other site if possible. Perhaps it is possible—perhaps it is not. Mr. Eddy was more capable of 
dealing with that question than 1 am.
1444. In view of the evidence of tne men who alone are considered capable of giving reliable evidence on 
tins question, such evidence cannot bo ignored by you or myself, and having come to the conclusion on
li ifij-vr06 °:t-l!*,LCXpCI,*S ttlat ?:'*,ere 1.nust an tension from Eedfern station, the question arises 
slum iMtern site be retained, with all its dangers and inconveniences, because it is not advisablo to give 
up a portion ot this beautiful Park ? 1 do not go quite as far as that, but I do sav that every attempt
ought to bo made to get further accommodation at Eedfern rather than take the Park. If the accommo- 
dunon cannot be got there, perhaps the Commissioners may be driven to take the Park.
Jilb. Ihe reason why J asked that pointed question was because Mr. Eddy said before the Eoyal Com
mission, 1 would point out that it would bo unwise lo spend a very large sum of money in connection 
with tho present site at Eedfern, or any site closely adjoining, because you could not charge any additional 
lare to recoup the interest on the large expenditure ’’? I believe he said that.
1410. That opinion is corroborated by all the experts on the matter, and private engineers have now had 
an opportunity formany years to perfect schemes other than that of Hydo Park ; aud the various Com- 
missions^havmg had the advantage of having all the various schemes laid before them, and the recent 
tommisBion having had an opportunity to judge of them, inevitably came to the conclusion that Hydo 
I ark is the best scheme do you not think that in face of evidence of that character there is a substantial 
reason given why the extension should be made to Hyde Park ? I do not think it should, because it is 
a mere matter ot pounds, shillings, and pence. The Commissioners say that they cannot get any other 
kind ot extension which will produce a revenue. Give up that, and there may be a dozen sites equally fit.
.144/. Are you or opinion, then, that tho railway should be extended to Devonshire-street. aud a central 
station made there, notwithstanding the fact that no additional revenue will be obtained? It will be an 
improvement to extend the railway to Belmore Park,
14iij. Are you of opinion that it would be better to remove tho station over Devonshire-street than to tfike apportion or Hyde Park ? I cannot say,
1449. The difficulty which presents itself to the Committee is this: That the Park is State property that
the railway is State property, and that iu the interests of the public, and the public alone, it is desirable
lo extend the railway for public convenience to Hyde Park in view of that fact, and iu view of the largo
portion which will be left for recreation purposes in the Park, do you think the State will be doing wrong ,
m absorbing that small portion;—do you not think that out of consideration for the public convenience
tne trustees would be justified in withdrawing their opposition to the State absorbing a small portion of
1,ho lark f In the first place, I do not consider that the Parkis State property. I think it is the propertyor the people of Sydney. v i j

onjy f Sydney only. That is stated in the proclamation, and it has been used in thatway 
tor the benefit of the people of Sydney all along from 1S10. J
1451 Surely the trustees would not, at this stage, raise such a point as that? I think we are bound to raise the point.
I4<>A If it was solely for 1 ho benefit of the people of Sydney, then they have the power to prohibit 
country people from going mto the Park ? I do not think the trustees would set up that position.
I -03.^ Aotwithstandiug the dedication itself, you are aware that the Government have power at any time 

r^vv;0 .. do 11 ot think they are likely to exercise that power, except for purposes of this character.
J 4o4. Except tor purposes of absolute necessity ? Yes.
1455. I am only putting the case before you as one of real necessity, that is in view of every other route 

eing exhausted, and no other route found to be so suitable and so economical as this route—would not 
Uic trustees be justified m withdrawing their opposition to the resumption of this portion of Hyde Park ’
Hut I am not convinced of the absolute necessity to .bring tbe railway into Sydney at #11; it is arguable.

“ 1456.
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The Hon. 14.56. If you are not convinced of that, you must admit that the nest best thing is to bring it to .Devon* 
t t’tt* wTr ^hire-street, and let it remain there P I dare say that would be a very good thing.* 
j ’ ~'A ‘ 1457. There is no alternative ? It would satisfy a good many people. _ ^ t j 11 .

on Tuiv i.hot 145S. It would involve an enormous expenditure, aud bring in no additional revenue r _ I do not know 
” ’ why you should not put a penny on if you go over Devonshirc-street, to where it was originally proposed

to start the railway, and where a wall stood for many years as the commencement of it. It u ould be some 
appreciable benefit to bring it down to Belmore Park. .
1459. Would the Committee be correct in inferring from your evidence that whether the railway is
extended or not, or whether it can he profitably extended or not, no portion of Hyde 1 ark should bo 
taken for railway purposes ? I am in a dilficulty in answering that question. Of course J. admit that 
under certain circumstances it may be absolutely necessary to come in. and take Hyde Park. _
1460. The difficulty which presents itself to this Committee is that it seems to be a matter of necessity 
to take a portion of the Park now ? I am not quite prepared to admit that yet.
1461. Mr. BJ-aekJ] With regard to these men who make comments on passers-by m the lark, do you not
think they could be more expeditiously and less expensively moved by a jjoliceuian than by a railway 
train ? Yes ; I think the railway train might move them, or make them permanent fixtures. _
1462. Do you not think the removal of these men in any direeiion does not obliterate them, but simpiy
alters the base of their operations? I think so. _ .■ T tt j u i o -i i .1463. You do not think, ] infer from your evidence, that there is no alternative but Hyde 1 ark . 1 do not
say that. There may be or there may not he ; 1 do mit go into that question.
1464. Chairman.'] With regard to the people passing through the Park, you do not xnow how the uumber
was taken? The number was taken by men stationed at the entrances.
1465. The same people mav enter one portion of the Park, walk into Sydney, come out to their luncheon,
go in again, and return in the evening ; it is quite possible that you have four times the real number i* 
It is just possible. i . .
1466. You do not know really how it was taken ? It was t aken by stationing men at the principal entrances.

David Kirkcnldie, Chief Traffic Manager, Department of Hallways, sworn, and examined
D. Kirkcatdie. 1467, Chairman.] You arc the Chief Traffic Manager in the Department of Hail ways? Yes 

c—— 1468. Have you had an opportunity to see the evidence which was given in connection with the late al 
29 July, 1897. Commission on Citv Railway Extension ? I have.

1469. You have seen the evidence which was given by tlie late Chief Commissioner, Mr. J.arry, and others. 
Yes, and the evidence of Mr. McLacblan and Mr. Harper.
1470. Did you agree with the evidence they gave ? I did.
1471. Do vou believe it is correct in all the main principles ? Ido. •
1472. With regard to the difficulty and danger to work the Rcdfcrn station, are you in agreement with 
them ? I would not sav it is absolutely dangerous in working the station, because you can work any 
station without danger, but it has never been so congested as it is, and the risk is considerably greater . 
than it was a few years ago. In 1S77 we had not more than eighty trains out of and mto Kedfern in 
twenty-four hours. At the beginning of 18SS, when the locomotive establishments had been removed to 
Macdonaldtown. and all light engines had to come from there to begin a day's work, and go hack 
after they had finished, the number of trains aud engines passing through Redfern yard on the mamlrnc, 
hiking three ordinary davs in 1888, had increased from 80 or 90 in 1877 to 340, 363, and 355. And in 
1897 taking three days in January, the numbers had increased to 555, 547, and 561. 3t _we come to 
exceptional days—on last Eight-hour Day, the 5th October, we passed through the yard 701 independent 
trains and engines in twenty-four hours independently of the shunting operations m the yard.
1473. Mr. Jiagan.1 And 90 per cent, of that traffic would he done within limited hours? Yes. On the 
22nd June last we had 681 trains and engines in twenty-four hours ; from 4 o’clock in the afternoon of 
June 22 to 1 o’clock in the morning of June 23 we passed 324 trains and engines through Redfern yard, 
independent of shunting operations. That gives an average of thirty-six trains an hour for nine hours. To 
lookatitin another wav : When I joined these railways, a little over twenty years age, the only two platforms 
in the station were what are now called No. 5 and. Yo. 6 platforms. Of course there were the two 
docks Yo 3 and Yo. 4, but no one ever thought of starting trains from there any more than we do now. 
At the present time we LavA eleven platforms, and still we find, at certain hours of the day, that these 
platforms are altogether inadequate to meet the rush of traffic. As a matter of fact, the northern mail 
train is so long that we find a difficulty in getting a proper platform to start it from without projecting 
beyond the platform, as it has to do now frequently. Therefore 1 take it that the time has come when
relief will have to be found somewhere. ,
1474. Chairman\ Is that imperative? It is imperative. It will give you a fair indication of the amount
of work which goes on in the yard when I tell you that on an ordinary day the movements of the signals 
and point-levers in the signal-box, at the end of the platform, number fully 8,000 ; on a holiday, such as 
Easter Mbnday, it is fully 11,000. ■ ^
1475. All these operations must increase in the future ? Yes. _
3.476. It is imperative, therefore, that Redfern yard must be dealt with? It is absolutely imperative
that something must be done. , , ,
1477. What can be done with Redfern yard would the extension of the railway to St. James-road, 
approved of by the Roval Commission, by turning Redfern station to some extent into a passing station, 
obviate any danger or serious difficulty there? Entirely.
1478. So that is a radical cure for the state of the yard ? Yes. _
1479. Would any extension into Prince Alfred Park he an improvement ? I think it would bo a most
difficult matter to improve Redfern yard. _ . .
.1480. First, looking at an extension on the eastern side towards Prince Alfred Park, and going, as it were,

' round the corner from the tunnel, do you view with satisfaction any extension of that kind ? I do not,
I think it is simply putting off the day which must come, when we must have an extension to the city,
1481. You have had an opportunity of seeing Mr. Norman Selfe’s map on the wall ? Yes. 1482

* Xote [on re.idsiov):—In giving my anan'ers to Questions 145G, H57' and 1458,1 was mistaken in thinking that they 
jl'dlated to Hrty-streel, ■- 1 ■ ,
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1482. You nee the proposal in liatchinp;. anti the yellow lines of the resumption, and you sec also the D-Kirkcaldie. 
location of the station building ;—will you state your views in regard to his proposal? Briefly, I should
say that you were going to spend an immense amount of money to get over the danger winch, to a certain 11 -v* ■
extent, obtains at Itedfern station, but it is going to he of no utility as far as the public are concerned,
and we are not going to derive another shilling of revenue out of the traffic. I have no idea of what the 
estimate of this work is, hut it certainly will cost a very large sum, and it will be of no public utility.
1483. Jt embraces the resumptions, as shown on the plan, of which the Committee have not yet an 
estimate, the readjustment; of Itedfern yard, the erection of new buildings, and the construction of the 
new approach to Darling Harbour ? Yes.
1484. Bach of these four items enumerated will he considerable? They will he very considerable.
1485. It might eventuate, perhaps, in as large a cost as the city railway? It might. ^ I think the
expenditure of any large sum in that way is to be deprecated if it is possible to get the railway into the
city. The great tiling is to give the public all the advantages which can possibly be given to them. In '
carrying the railway into the city you do that, and at the same time you carry out a work which is going 
to pay for itself from the start, and you are going to give a large population living in Sydney a chance to 
go to the suburbs, for they will not take a tram to tho station, and then take a train.
1486. The proposal before us moans the expenditure of a large sum virtually to render Redfern yard 
safe ? Yes.
1437. Having no connection with the extension of the railway to the city ? Rone whatever.
1488. If the railway be extended further north than Redfern these works are unnecessary ? Yes.
1480. Have you had an opportunity to see the scheme proposed by the Railway Commissioners, dealing 
with the traffic, at .St. James’-road? I have. ,
1400. In your opinion, will jt be sufficient for the traffic? Yes; there might be little matters of detail 
which could be altered with advantage, hut taken generally the scheme is one which commends itself 
to me. .
149.1. It 1ms been feared by some people that it means eventually the absorption of the whole of the 
Park ? I do not think so at all.
1402. "Why ? .Because I think we will be able to conduct an enormous traffic there by some little modifi
cations, such as might be pointed out, without absorbing any more of the .Park.
1403. 1 think the Chief Commissioner explained that you would have relief by an extension to Circular 
Quay, and to the eastern suburbs for the passenger traffic ? But 1 think apart from that we can find 
plenty of relief up at Redfern station by having these six lines right up to Redfern station. All you can 
want down here will be platform accommodation. You can get plenty of storage at Redfern.
1404. "Will the Hyde Park station, in your opinion, do all the trade which will ever require to he done 
from the area which legitimately should bo served from that centre ? I think so decidedly, until tlie time 
comes when you want railways right round the suburbs of Sydney.
] 405. Then you will seek for new centres? Yes. 
l-JOtj, Rot by the extension of this ? Ro.
1407. Mr. i,«.] Since the railway depot has been established at Redfern, have the smoke and steam 
and other outputs from the engines been the means of blackening and destroying the property in the 
locality ? I have never heard of it.
1403. Has it destroyed any property on the western side in G-oorge-strcet ? I have not heard of it.
1409. Or in Devons hire-street? I have not heard of it.
1500. Or in Prince Alfred Park, or anywhere in the vicinity? I have never heard of it.
I50L. Do you anticipate, if tho railway is brought into Hyde Park, these offensive matters will be destruc
tive to property in the vicinity ? I do not think so.
1502. Do you think it will interfere with St. Mary's Cathedral ? I do not.
1503. Or with-the Synagogue? I do not think so : and my opinion is based on the fact that the railway 
runs through the Princes-street Gardens in Edinburgh for, 1 daresay, a mile, parallel with Princes-streer, 
which, I suppose, is one of the finest streets in the world. It is a beautiful park, and no inconvenience 
is caused there by the railway.
]504. Mr. J}lack.~\ Is it not a fact that ihe people of Edinburgh very much regretted that that park was 

.ever devoted to railway purposes? ’ Ro.
1505. They used to do so about thirty years ago? 1 never knew of ii, and 1 was then connected with ■
the company which lias its lines of railway running through the gardens.
1.50b. Mr. Lee.'\ Suppose the line were brought round to Circular Quay—I would not say in what way, 
but in ronie way—and that at Circular Quay the terminus was 13 ft: 0 in. below the surface of the road
way. would you be able to conduct the goods traffic under, these conditions? 1 think you must discard 
the idea of working the goods traffic in connection with a cif-,r railway.
1507. 1 do not want you to dwell on that point, but to stale whether on the bald fact, if you had to deal 
with the goods traffic on a dine 1.3 ft. (i in. below the surface of tlie roadway, you would be able to do it 
economically or efficiently? Certain!v not.
1508. Mr. Fcgan.'] Y"ou mentioned the progress which the traffic, both goods and passenger, has made 
during the last twenty years:—are. you expecting the proportion to increase in the future as much as it 
has done in the past twenty years? 1 see no reason why it should nbt. If you carry the railway into 
the city, I see no reason why the traffic should not continue to increase in the sumo proportion as it has 
done in the past: and even if it increased by one-half tho amount it has done during tho last twenty 
years, we will not he able to conduct it where we are.
1509. In your opinion it will increase ? I see no reason to think otherwise.
1510. Therefore, it is only a matter of a very short tune when, if thincH arc allowed to remain as they
are at Hediern, von must make a move somewhere ? Acs ; otherwise the traffic must he carried on in a 
way which will neither be cieditablo to us nor satisfactory to the public. We will have the same difficulty 
as we had years ago before we had tho quad implication of tlie suburban lines—the difficulty of getting 
trains along. '
1511. la it not a fact that the Chief Commissioner looked upon the tunnel at Redfern aa a very dangerous 
point, in tho working of the trains ? It ia a very undesirable thing to have a tunnel near a railway yard.
The signalman, who is exactly over the tunnel, cannot see what is going on underneath, and, therefore, 
we have to keep a. man on the ground to indicate to him whether there is anything standing'in the tunnel, 
which, perhaps, for a moment he mav have forgotten.

19(1—K. ‘ 1512.
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D, Kirkealdie. 1512. Do you remember the accident which took place a few months ago, and in which some persons were 
not killed but slightly injured? I do.

20 July, 139/. 1513 Did not Mr. Eddy then point out that whilst the traffic was so congested at that point it was 
impossible to have things as you would like there ? 1 think he did.
1514. Therefore, that points out that he was dubious of carrying a much greater traffic with any safety ? 
1 know he told me that a good many times.
1515. Can you state from memory what that railway accident cost you when several persons were killed 
two or three years ago ? I really could not tell you.
1516. Will you bo good enough to get tho information for the Committee? I will try to get the in
formation before I come-back. [Vide Appendix.]

■ 1517. It was owing to a mistake that that accident tobk place? Yes, both accidents happened in that
manner. "
1518. Are all your linos interlocked there, or only a portion of them ? All the main lines are interlocked, 
and everything leading to the main lines.
1519. A portion is worked by a flag? No.
1520. Chairman.] On a heavy day it is worked by a flag to the east ? Yes, but that is supplementary to the
fixed signals. " "

FRIDAY. 30 JULY, 1897.
JBrcsfiut: —

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).
Tlie Hon. Ehkderick Thomas Humpiieey, 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
Tho Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickktt.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke. Esq,

Charles Alered Lee, Esq.
John' Lionel Feu an, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall. Esq. 
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
George Black, Esq,
Frank Fahnei.l, Esq.

The Committee further considered thd expediency of extending the Railway system of the Colony from 
the present terminus at Redfern into the City, including the, erection of a large Central Station in the 
north-western division of tlie Park, fronting St. James’-road.

. The Honorable Charles Gilbert Heydon. Q.C., M.L.C. sworn, and examined:— '
1521. ChairmanYou are a Member of the Legislative Council.of New South Wales, and an old 
resident of Sydney ? Yes. . .

’/ a ‘ ‘ 1522. Mr. HassaUI] You attend, 1 understand, to make n statement as to the effect on the business of 
30 July, 1897. court;s if Hm railway is extended to St. James’-road ? I was asked to come strictly to state what

the result of extending the railway to the north-western corner of Hyde Park would be in the conduct of 
business in the Supreme Court. Assuming that a large number of trains come in, and that no special 
precautions were taken to prevent the sound reaching the Supreme Court, my opinion is that it would 
simply prevent the doing of business altogether. I do not think the courts could carry on business 
owing to the noise, but whether the plans include any special provisions to prevent the noise, and whether 
they are sufficient I do not know, and I am incompetent to judge.
1523. Have you seen the plans of the proposed station? No.
1524. From Ihe map here you will notice that a considerable space is left between the station building
and the Supreme Court ? I see by the plan that there is to be a large space between the end of the 
railway and the block of buildings which includes the Supreme Court. There is no doubt that that station 
building would deaden the sound to an extent which would vary with the thickness of the walls and the 
height of the building. "
1525. The whole of the station will bo covered in nearly up to Park-street? I do not know the thick
ness of the walls, but presumably they would be thick, and walls .on both sides. I am not competent to» 
say whether they would so completely deaden tho sound as to prevent the trains being a nuisance ; hut 
judging from the effect of the trams in Elizabeth-stroet and King-street on the business of the courts, 
then I would say certainly, unless the sound were very completely deadened ; indeed, it would be almost 
impossible to carry on tho business of the court. The court fronting Elizabeth-street is almost useless, 
and in the court which is near King-street, although there is an intervening room, the conduct of business 
is made very difficult indeed, in consequence of the King-street trams. New courts have been erected 
behind these and nearer to the Park, and unless the noise of the trains was completely deadened, I do 
not think the business could bo done conveniently in those courts.
1526. The evidence of the Commissioners and the railway authorities goes to show that there will he no
whistling either in entering or in leaving the station, and also that the trains will arrive and depart at 
such a slow rate of speed that they cannot he compared to the trams running alongside the Supreme 
Court, either in King-street or in Elizabeth-street. - '
.1527. The rooms which arc affected by the noise of the trams abut right on to the street? The Eliza
beth-street one does, aud there are a couple of windows through which the sound comes. The other 
court has a large room between it and King-street, so that it does not immediately adjoin King-street, but 
even in that court the noise is found to be a very great drawback, and makes business troublesome to 
everybody.
1528. Even here in this very room, with the trams running conslantly backwards and forwards, it is not 
possible for us to hear the evidence as plainly as we otherwise would do P No.
1529. But considering that there will be a considerable space between the Law Courts and the station 
buildings, and that you have the whole of that building between the Law Courts and the trains, do you 
not think that they, to a certain extent, will deaden the sound altogether ? The intervening building will 
deaden the sound to a certain extent.
1530. You will have not only one thickness of wall, but several thicknesses of wall through which the 
sound would have to penetrate in order to be a source of annovance to the o ecu pants of the Law Courts ?

' ‘ * Walls
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"Walls all have openings, and if you have a wall without an opening there has to he an open roof. Ton c^e^°^n 
cannot have a wall so that the sound is entirely shut out. The rate at which the trains would go, and the q jjfxj.c!’ 
diminution in noise in consequence of their going slowly are matters experts can speak about very much 
better than 1 can. 1 can only say that one of the courts is practically useless in consequence of the 30 July, 1897. 
bilizabeth-strect tram, and in the other court, work is made very difficult, annoying, and troublesome in 
consequence of tho King-street trams; and it strikes me, with deference, of course, to anything which the 
experts may say, that tlie annoyance of the railways on the other side can hardly be less than that of the 
trams, I think that is all I have to say.
1531. If there was no possibility of any noise arising to militate against business being carried on satis
factorily in the courts, I presume you, as a representative of the higher branch of the profession, would 
have no objection to the extension of the railway to fSt. James’-road ? As a barrister I should have no 
objection, but as a citi/.en I might. I was not asked to come to speak of that aspect of the question.
1-532. Having had an opportunity to see the plan of the station building, and remembering that it is 
proposed to erect a very large substantial building at the end of the railway station, do you think any 
great inconvenience would be caused if the project were carried out? I cannot speak positively about it, 
because I have not an ex'pert knowledge of these matters, but I cannot help thinking in my own mind, 
that there would be an annoyance occasioned to the business of tho Supreme Court even with that 
building, and with all the yards being covered over.
1533. If that had the effect of deadening all sound no inconvenience would be caused ? If there were no 
noise there would be no inconvenience.
1534. Mr. Roberts.'] From what trams do you experience the most inconvenience? The steam trams 
cause the greatest inconvenience, but that may be because the Court', which has a frontage to Elizabeth- 
street has no intervening room, and no double thickness of walls.
1535. Ho you know that it is contemplated to substitute electric traction for steam traction in Elizabeth- 
street? Ho.
1536. A sum of £100,000 has been voted by Parliament for that purpose ;—do you regard the position of 
the Supreme Court as suitable under any circumstances, and that that will be the permanent location for 
the Court? bio.
1537. It has been generally understood that the Supreme Court should he removed to somewhere at the 
top of King-street ? That has been generally understood for such a great many years that I am afraid 
that it will be generally understood for a great many more years ; but I think that if the railway comes 
to Hyde Park that will be an additidnal'reason for moving the Supreme Court.
1538. CJiairmtm,] It should be moved ? I think it will be moved.
1539. Mr. Roberts.] Would you like to suggest a site which would be suitable for the Court ? bio ; I 
have given no thought to that. I do not think you find in any other part of the world a Law Court with 
a tram to the north, a tram to the west, and an immense railway station to the south.
1540. But, in view of the substitution of electric traction for steam traction, is it not a fair thing to 
assume that the noise would not be magnified, even if a railway station were built in the north-western 
corner of Hyde Park, especially as St. James’:road would divide the Supreme Court from the station 
building, which would be of a substantial character? I do not think that is a fair way to look at it. 1 
do not think you should say, “ Well, we are going to create an annoyance certainly on Ibis side, but then 
wo will diminish tho annoyance which exists on that side, and that will make matters square,” It seems 
to me that that is not a reasonable way to look at it.
1541. If tlie business of the Court can be carried on now, perhaps not as quietly as could bo desired, the 
noise would be no worse then than it is how, even supposing that the trains came down to St. James’-road ?
I am speaking a good deal in the dark as to the additional noise which the extension of the railway would 
create. I am speaking with deference to the opinion of experts, and to a great extent in ignorance of 
the thickness or the walls of the new structure, so that: I can only say as to that in a general way, 1 
believe it will be an annoyance, but whether it will be a greater annoyance than removing the present 
steam trams would compensate for, I am not able to say,
1542. The steam trams, I understand, will be done away with, because electric trains are more up to date 
and can be worked more economically ? I do not think they would he anything like as noisv.
1543. Mr. Hoskins.] Are you aware that it is not intended that the station at rff. James’-road shall he a 
depot for a ]arge number of unused carriages aud trucks, which would necessitate a great deal of shunting.
The trains will be brought up to the station and taken away ; and the engines will not be kept there, but 
will be taken to Eveleigh ? How many trains, may I ask, will come in and go out in a working day.
15431. The trains will simply discharge the passengers at the station, but no trucks and carriages will be 
left there to be shunted about, and which has caused so much noise at Itedfern ? I do not understand 
that a train which is being shunted makes any more noise than a train which is coming in or going out.
1544. The forming of trains causes the noise ? It will make a more continuous noise, I suppose ; but it 
will not make any greater noise.
1545. Chairman.] It is stated by the railway authorities that the number of long-distance and suburban 
passenger trains in and out of Itedfern during an ordinary day is 324, and of this number thirty-eight- 
would be during the busiest hour of the day ? 1 gather from the figures winch have just been mentioned 
to me that there will be a train arriving and departing in less than every two minutes.
1546. Make it every iive minutes ? That train would take some little time to come in and go out, so
that there would practically be a continuous noise. ■
1547. Mr. IfoskinsA Do you really think there will be as much noise as there is now, with 220 trams a 
day running along Elizabeth-street? 1 cannot say whether it will make as much noise as the trams, 
which, certainly, are very noisy.
1543. In Devonslure-sti'cet do you hear much noise from the station;—does the moving of trains about 
Itedfern yard cause disturbance or noise there ? When 1 have been in Devon shire-street I have been in 
the street. You always hear a great deal of noise in a street; but you do not notice if. If tmu go into 
a room to conduct business which requires quiet, you will very soon find out whether it is noisy or not.
1549. Mr. Triekett.] In judging of the amount of noise which the trains will make, have you considered 
that their own impetus will bring them in against a dead platform, and that when they are leaving the 
station the engine would he about 500 feet distant from the platform at which they arrived ;—it is not aa 
if it were_ a passing traffichave you thought of that matter ? Kb ; I have not made any special 
investigation into that. If one were to make a scientific inquiry, one could stand at certain distances and

- notice
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O -"d' J10t‘cc ^,C sPeotl ai«l tlm noise J only spoke in a more general way, in uliich any one could speak of R 
Q c" mr/g ’ Trains always make a noise, it seems to me, however slowly they arc coming; and it is a noise which 

‘ travels a Ions: way.
30 JuSj, 1807. ^ ‘T"1®- ^r- £}larke.~\ Jlr. Eddy, when ho was before tho lioyal Commission, made this statement in reply 

to a question J asked :—
2710. Might it nnt cause those who attend the Supreme Court, St. James’Church, end St. Mary’s Cathedral—the 

latter of winch is not likely to be removed—annoyance;' 1 Utink not. We will take care not to um the trains during 
service time. We do not do so now.
? ’Will tho Commissioners take care not to run the trains during Court, time, because that is the time I 
I came hero to speak about. Mr. "Eddy seems to admit here that it will he necessary to diminish the 
number ot trains on Sundays during service time. !N«w, St James’ Church is no nearer the railway than 
the Supreme Court; as a matter of fact it is not so near, and St. Mary's Cathedral is nothing like as near, 
yet Mr. Eddy recognises that there will he an annoyance from the trains, because he says, “ AYc will take 
care, not to run the trains during service time.” It nould ho quite impossible for him to take that 
precaution during Court time, so that I take it that if it would be an annoyance to the church it would he 
an annoyance to tho Court. His evidence seems to confirm my view.
1551. Mr. Eddy was also asked this question—

270S. jl/r. C/nW.'c,] In tlie event of tlie main station being formed at St. James’-road, might not objection be taken 
to it by those svlio attond the Supreme Court, St. Juines’ Cliiireh, and St. Mary’s Cathedral, iw an eyesore and an annoy
ance. because of the smoko'! I do not think the station would be an eyesore. I think it would be an ornament, and there 
■would not he enough smoke to cause annoyance. Tlie Supreme Court is recognised by everyone as being rather ton noisy 
at the present moment, and the sooner it is removed from its present position the better.
? I consider that answer absolutely confirms the opinion I formed before 1 came here. Mr, Eddy, when he 
is asked whether the railway will be an annoyance to those who attend the Supreme Court says, first of all, 
“I do not think the station would be an eyesore”—I am not saying that it would—and then he says. 
“ and there would not be enough smoke to cause annoyance.’’ I do not say that, there would bo enough 
smoke to cause annoyance. As to all the rest of it he says, Ihe sooner the Supreme, Court is taken away 
the better. He does not say that there will he no annoyance to the Supreme Court. Ho says, “The 
Court had bettor go and let the railway come.”
1552. The Supreme Court wilt have 1o go at sometime? Thalia another matter. If it is removed to 
another part of the town there will be no annoyance from the railway, but if it is where it is, I think 
there will be an annoyance from the railway.
1553. Mr, Writ/h/.'] Eronting St. Jamea’-road there will he a station building two or three storeys high, 
3S0 feet long by fit) feet deep, with a colonnade in tlie front for foot passengers, and outside the colonnade 
a covered way 25 feet wide for cabs, with a clear space of (50 feet between the kerb and tho Hegistrar- 
G-eneral’s Office, and Elizabeth-street ■will be widened by 30 feet, and tho whole of the lines within the 
area will be covered in. I will now refer you to a question which Mr. Hoskins put to Mr. Deane, the 
Enginecr-in-Chief, on the question of the probable noise in the station :

Jlr. J/ovki/hi.] Do you not think if that view of youi-s were curried nut, and the Kegisfrar-Gcncial's Dftioe were 
resumed for i ail way pnrpuses, it would lead to the Judges of the Supreme Court and the lawyers finding fault with the 
noise at the terminus, and the whistling of the trains, oml finally to the 1 esumption of the court buildings ? ) do not think
fhev would hear a sound, because it would be all covered m The buildings at the fiont of the station would be a break 
to nny sound or whistling, and the platforms and lines would he covcied by a large roof. 1 do not llimk that any 
inconvenience would be experienced from the whistling nl the trauid.
That is the evidence of the highest expert, we have nu this m at lev, and 1. think you will admit that 
very great importance must be attached to his evidence ? 1 do not say it should not.

- 1551. With a distance of 145 feet between the terminus of the railway and the Supremo Court, the station
building, three storeys high and (50 feet deep, must effectually prevent any sound from reaching the 
Court. In answer to another question Mr. Deane fiaYS, “ positively you would not hear the Irams at all; 
you would not be aware of their existence ”;—do you not think that the Committee are justified in 
attaching considerable importance to tins evidence coining from the man it does ? I do not say that- 
because my opinion is what it is. the opinion of other people is not entitled to weight.
1555. Possibly that evidence might modify your own opinion? 1 attach a good deal of weight to his 
opinion, but what T came here to give was my own opinion.
155(5. What 1 am trying to point out lo you is tlial by the best witnesses at our command we are assured 
that no annoyance will be occasioned to the Supreme Court; m fact, that people in the vicinity of the 
Court will not be conscious that there is a railway station near ihero ? 1 hope they are right.
1557. The great noise caused by steam traction is owing to the use of heavy motors, which weigh 14 or 
15 tons, but with the introduction of electric traction you will have only the noise of tlie rolling of the 
carriages, which will be smaller in size than the present cars? Yon w-ould be surprised at the noise 
occasioned by the rumbling of the cable trams.
1558. The electric traction is tho least noisy of all systems ? So much the better.
1559. I suppose but for these matters you have mentioned there would not be ihe smallest doubt in your 
mind about the effect of the trains coming into the station ? I suppose everybody will admit that precau
tions must be taken, but whether those precautions are sufficient 1 am not expert enough to say.
J5G0. Mr. Fejan.'] Your chief objection is to the inconvenience and the annoyance which will be occa
sioned by the engines to persons in the Supreme Court ? Noise generally, which necessarily arises in and 
about a large railway station.
15151. I think you said that sooner'or later you will have to remove from that sife, that the buildings are 
not suitable for the Court's business ? 1 did not say that; I was not asked to form any opinion about tho
necessity for removing the Court. As a matter of fact we have five court-rooms there in which the 
business could be done very well, if it were a quiet place. They are very good court-rooms, and are not 

■ well adapted for anything else. Unless there was some good reason lor it, 1 should think it would be a
pity to go to the expense of putting up another building.
1562, They can be utilised for many years to come under present circumstances ? 1 think so, for a long 
time to come.
1563. The Committee, as well as tho Royal Commission, are assured that the traffic has become so con
gested in the yard at Redfern that, the officers cannot deal with it with that safety they would like to do ;— 
and a proposal is made that a certain route shall be taken to ensure greater safety, and also to return the 
cost ot the construction ;—under these circumstances, do you think that the inconvenience caused by tho

noise
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30 July, 1897.

noiso sliould stand in the way? That is a matter I am not able to say a word about as a question of fact. Tlie Hon.
That must bo taken on the word of the railway experts of the country, but when it is put to me that p 'Af’V'n1’
Jtedfern station is unsafe, and that, therefore, you must, come to Hyde i'ark, I say that is a f;on serptitur. ' ■ • ■
1 say you can enlarge your yard without coming to Hyde Park.
156i. If this extension is constructed it will bring in a revenue, and pay at once for itself ? You mean 
that by taking the place which costs nothing, you arc able to pay the interest on the cost of construction.
15C5. No :—in other words, there has been an agitation for a considerablelime to get the railway into the 
heart of the city. It is pointed out that in Edinburgh and in other large cities in Great Britain the stations 
are built right in the heart of the city. Liverpool, for instance, has three stations—the Lancashire and 
Yorkshire, the London and North-western, and the ^Midland—in the heart of the city. Considering the 
enormous expense of resuming the necessary land to widen the tunnel at Rodieru,'and considering tho 
increase of traiiic during the last ten years, the managers of our railways say that the best site thev 
can recommend for a terminus is the Hyde Park site under these conditions, is it not fair to give the 
managers of our railways the credit of knowing the requirements of the traiiic better than others ? 1 do
not understand that they say that is the best site merely as a site. AVliat they say is, that it is the cheapest 
site. The Railway Commissioners do not want to have to be burdened with the interest on a larger 
expenditure than they can possibly help, and they are very keen about it. 1 do not understand that they 
say that if Sydney were a vacant piece of ground, with no houses on it, that corner of Hyde Park is the 
best possible site they can get for a station. What they say is, that it is the best site, consideiing that 
they can gel: it for nothing, and will have to pay no interest on the cost of it.
15(30. Has it not come under your notice that the Commissioners are willing to put aside £100,000 to 
resume the Cemetery opposite Redf'ern elation, and to set apart £1,000 n7it of the earnings of the year to 
beautify that park and keepit in good order? .1 understand that they have made some offer of that kind, 
and of course it is a very important matter to consider. ]f you will pardon me, I would’ point out that 
you are leading me into a general discussion of the whole merits of the scheme, ’What 1 was asked to 
come here about was the Supreme Court. I am not able 1o discuss the whole scheme.
1567. You would not care to give an opinion on the scheme? No. I was not asked to come here to 
give evidence against the railway coming to Hyde Park, but to give my opinion of the result of the rail
way extension on the conduct of the business of the Supreme Court. It might very well be that, although 
it would make the business of the Supreme Court very inconvenient, or even impossible, still, it would bo 
a proper thing to do. I. do not say anything at all about that. Rut as the Committee has to consider 
the thing on all sides, there was that one aspect of the matter I knew a little about.
15(58. You do not wish to go into other matters? No ; 1 would rather not give an opinion as to whether 
I approve of the scheme or not. I have not made up my mind about that,
1566, Do you think you will have as much noise from the trains, which will he covered over, as you have 
from the steam-trams ? As well as I can judge,! should think we should. I have never known any 
railway station that had not a groat noiso—a deal of noise about it. "
1570. I suppose you know that it is not intended to take the goods traffic as far as St. James’-rond? No, 
only passengers.
1571. Chairman.'] Has there been in existence for a considerable period an agitation to remove the 
Supreme Court buildings? No ; not what I should call an agitation, it has been spoken of occasionally, 
and I know that the Courts for a considerable time were considered to be too few/and not to give sufficient 
accommodation, but now there are two extra Courts, and very convenient ones,
1572. Do yon consider that ihe building, as it is to-day, is suitable for carrying on the business which is 
done? Pairly suitable.
1573. The question of noise, or the question of disturbance, after all, is a matter of fact ? It is a question 
of fact.
1574. You have explained that, taking into consideration the distance that the trains will be from the 
Court, and the amount of intervening matter, you are not quite clear in your own mind whether there 
will bo any disturbance, but you think it is worth considering? I think there will be some disturbance.
1575. But whether it will be a material one you are not prepared definitely to say? I cannot say that 
it: will be enough to prevent, the business from being carried on.
15/6. hi r. Deane and Mr. Eddy are two gentlemen whose opinions are entitled to very great weight? Yes.
1577. With a full knowledge of the distance separating the trains from the Court, and also a knowledge
of the buddings which will be between the station and the Court, it may be almost a matter of fact that 
there may not be much interference with the Court? l-'rom Mr. Eddy’s answers, it seems to me that it 
would be just the opposite. He admits that they will have to dimmish the number of trains during 
service lime. ■
1578. Show me an answer from which you can infer that he believes there will be a noise ? The answer
to question 27L0 is quite clearly directed to St. .lames’ Church and St. Mary’s Cathedral. There is no 
answer in regard to the Supreme Court at all. "
1576. Do you think the answer “ 1 think not ’’does not cover tho whole question ? It is
to my mind that it docs not cover the whole question, and the matter is rendered still 
answer to Question 2708. '
1580. You cannot find any answer whore he would lead you to believe that there is to be 
at all? I have not read Mr. Eddy’s evidence, but ho certainly nowhere there—there 
answers—commits himself 1o anything in tho remotest degree approaching a statement 
station being in Hyde Park will cause no additional annoyance to the Supremo Court, 
certainly infer the contrary from what ho says.
1581. He is asked a question in regard to three buildings, and Ins reply m regard to those three buildings 
is, “ I think not ”? Why is not lie going to run trains in service time, if the trains will make no noise.
15S2. You recognise that it is a matter of fact that the disturbance depends on two tilings—tho distance 
and the intervening matter ? It will bo a matter of fact when the station is constructed, 
is a mallei' of opinion.

perfectly clear 
clearer by the
any annoyance 
may be other 
that the main 
and 1 should

At present it

William Edward Hargrave Hammond, Builder, sworn, and examined:—
1583. Chairman.] What ore yon ? A. builder.
1584. Mr. Itohcrls.] Have you prepared a statement on this subject ? Yes ; a rough statement

I5S5.
W. K. H. 

Hammond.

i(0 July, 1807.
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W. E. H. 15S5, 'Will you read vour statement? It is as follows:— 
Hamraond.

Ke the City Railway.
30 July, 1897. I propose to fill in Darling Harbour to the Fynnont Bridge, and to obtain the material from Clelie Islmnl. I may mention 

that it would be necessary to have that part of Darling Harbour that would not be used for tho lines for goods-sheds.
Description of the line.—I would start from the present railway line at about midway between big and Quarry 

' streets, as shown by line ; thence crossing Darling Harbour to a point 100 foot west of Market-street, and ISO feet from
the high-water mark on tho present water side ; thence to King-street at lot) feet from high-water mark, on the present 
waterside; at King-street 1 would have the eentnil station. 1 would resume land on the northern side of King-street; 
then continue on to Jirskiuo-strcot, at 150 feet from high-water mark, on the present water side; thence to Murgarct- 
street, as shown by line ; thence over as near to the 150 feet as possible to high-water mark ; thence on just beyond the 
A.S.Q, Company’s, at about 300 feet from Little Argylc-strcat, and above high-water mark. 1 would start to tunnel anil 
continue us shown by line under the Observatory Park, and thence crossing George-street, reaching the waters of Sydney 
Cove ; then keeping 150 feet from high-water, on the present water eicle, I would here make provision for Ho. 2 station ; 
thence continue to a point near to the Water Police Court; thence taking the hill by tunnel under the Inner Domain, as 
shown by line, to Woolloomooloo Bay; then filling in Woolloomooloo Buy to nmke the terminus station. I propose to 
fill in all water by building retaining-wall and utilising the material from the tunnel tn fill in. I propose not to interfere 
with the shipping only where the bay would be' filled in. I propose to fill in Woolloomooloo Bay for the terminus. 1 
would not interfere with the ferry-steamer traffic. I would make provision for it. I propose to make provision, for 
four sets of lines—two for goods and two for passengers. I have also .considered Paddington, Woollahra, Pynnont, Bal
main, 4c., but as the time is so short I only wish by the present sketch to convoy to you a rough sketch and description of 
a city railway,
1586. AVliat acreage in ’Woolloomooloo Bay do you propose to fill in ? Sufficient for the terminus—I
should think about 20 or 30 acres. .
1587. From that point you propose to extend the railway to the eastern suburbs? Yes.
1588. Do you propose to make a loop to join Bedfern station or to join any portion of the existing lines 
of railway ? That would be an after consideration—from Kandwick.
1589. For the present you would stay at Woolloomooloo Bay ? Yes. ■
1590. Have you prepared an estimate of the cost of the ivork or the cost of the land resumption ? There
would be very little land resumption, but I have not gone into any estimate of the cost at present. .
1591. Do you view with favour the proposal to extend the railway to St. Jaines’-road ? No.
1592. On what grounds do you object to the proposal? Because it is not a suitable place.
1593. Do you object to the Park being taken from the people, or do you regard the site as being not 
sufficiently central ? My objection, to the Hyde Park extension is that it will not serve the whole of the 
people. For instance, there is no goods station. It does not serve the wharfs and the shipping, and I 
think all railways should serve the shipping,
1591. Are you not aware that the goods traffic will continue to go to Darling Harbour, and that the 
station at Hyde Park will merely be for the convenience of passengers? Suppose I am coming down 
from Parramatta to go to Manly, I have to get out of the train at St. James’-road and to walk down to 
the boat.
1595. Nut necessarily, for you can get a tram ? I can do the same at Kedfern at present. It would cost 
me no more probably than to take a tram from Hyde Park.
1596. Would it not be more convenient to go by that route than to go by the route you suggest? In 
my opinion, to reach Circular Quay via Darling Harbour is very little longer than to go via Hyde Park.
1597. Would not your scheme involve a large amount of land resumption in going round the eastern
shores of Darling Harbour? It is simply resuming water and filling in, and giving the people the same 
wharfage accommodation on the new frontage. ■

Myles McBae, Produce Agent, sworn, and examined :— .
M. McRae. 159S. Gfiairman.j What are you? A produce agent.

1599. Mr. Black.] Do you confirm the evidence which you gave on the ]3th April last before the Itoyal 
30 July, 189,. Commission on City Bailway Extension ? Yes.

16UU. And you desire to make an additional statement? I wish to mention that in Melbourne fully 
10,900 artisans, mechanics, workmen, and tradesmen go home to luncheon every day, travelling as far as 
Malvern, Camberwell, Fssendon, Port Melbourne, Brighton, St. Hilda, Footscray. 'VVilliamstown, and other 
suburbs, but here it is impossible for people to go borne to luncheon on account of the time they would 
lose in going to and from the station at Kedfern, as well as extra expense. Calculating the loss in time to 
each individual going to and from Kedfern daily at half an hour, and calculating their earnings at £124 16s. 
each, per year, on the basis of eight hours a day. the 40,600 passengers who land at Kedfern daily lose in 
time during the year no less a sum than £312,000, which is a big item. According to the reduced scale 
of charges which the late Chief Commissioner proposed to charge for tho extra distance to St. ilames’- 
road, the passengers will save something like £3 5s. per head per annum, which is a big amount to the 
working classes. I am confident that there is no other route to compare to Mr. Eddy’s route. There 
are a few genuine oppositionists, but otherwise you have only to ask the people where they live, and 
that will explain everything. The Kedfcrnites, the Haymarketi.tes, the Paddingtonites, and the property- 
holders along the Darling Harbour eastern frontages are opposed to Mr. Eddy's scheme, but not one of 
them, so far, lias dared to question its directness or utility. Some of the residents of the eastern suburbs 
are afraid if tho residents along the suburban railways are landed at .King-street as they are by Irani, and 
placed on an equal footing with them, they will lose in prestige; while the Baymarket and people in the 
immediate vicinity of Kedfern are opposed to the railway passengers being brought beyond Kedfern ; they 
say that it is the proper place to dump them down. On the other hand, persons who own, and purchased' 
properties in boom times along the eastern water-frontages are determined that not an inch or blade of grass 
of Hyde Park shall be touched—the proper thing to do is to resume, regardless of cost, the (.“astern water- 
frontages, Any disinterested citizen who will honestly examine Mr. Eddy’s scheme in all its bearings 
will be struck at once with the master-mind that propounded it, proving beyond dispute the only axe be 
bad to grind was in the public interest. .
1601. Excuse me, I hardly think that that is evidence ; it is a statement of opinion? I am opposed to a 
route which would pull down the warehouses and the wharfs which cost so much money, and will not suit 
the passenger traffic, and therefore I am in favour of Mr. Eddy’s route, becaueeitis reproductive. "When
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I was in Melbourne I discovered that the Harbour Trust charged 3s. aud 4s. a ton wharfage on produce. M. JtcRae. 
In slraightening the Yarra they did not have to resume a single foot of land on either side; it belonged 
to the Ojovernmcnt; the dredging was similar to than of Cook’s Itiver, and I think the amount they 

. expended was £2,500,000. They do not allow any hay to remain on the wharf on Sunday. If not
removed it is carted by them to the Queen’s warehouse; the owners have to pay double cartage, storage,

1 receiving, and delivery. '
I 1002. Mr. Wright..] Where is the relevancy of this evidence ? What I. wish to explain to the Committee
^ is that if we expend £5,000,000 or £6,000,000 in constructing a railway rouud the eastern wharf frontages,

the wharfage would be of such an exorbitant character that it would absorb half the value of the produce 
. when it is selling cheap. It would wipe out the agriculturist of the northern rivers in one act. The laud

tax, although severely felt, would be a fleabite to it, in comparison. I speak from practical experience.
I oppose that route because it would be unproductive. I consider it would be suicidal on the part of 
the G-overnment to at tern pi: to pull down whnt wise men built up—sufficient accommodation for the next, 
titty years. I had an expression of opinion from the country and metropolis four years ago in favour of '
Mr. Eddy’s route, and got replies from eighty or ninety municipalities. 1 notice that Mr. Cropley has 
recently got eighty or ninety replies, so that the country is in favour of the route. J am at Kedfern 
daily, and because I am in favour of Mr. Eddy’s route some of the interested parties arc ready to jump 
down ray throat. Their chief argument is that the railway must not he extended, and the Park must noi; 
be touched, I reply : “ In lieu of the 10 acres utilised, you get 25 acres of lung-room where it is most 
needed.” They say, <!We do not want it”; their real opposition is against the crowd being brought 

a beyond Kedfern, believing they would lose in business; this feeling extends to the Haymarket.
1603. Mr. llumphcn/i] Will you give reasons for or against the proposed extension instead of making an 
argumentative statement? I am in favour of this rouie, because it does uot close a single street, 
because it does not interfere with the business relations of the city, and because it is reproductive.
1601. Mr. Hoskins.] And because it is the least expensive way of getting into the city ? Yes. I consider 
the creation of a larger area for lung-room is a compensation for the 10 acres taken from Hyde Parle.
1005. Mr. Black.] You stated that the people who opposed this proposal do so because they live in 
certain places ? Yes.
1606. May it not he as fair to say that those who support the proposal do so - because they live in other 
localities ? I know that I suffer in time and money through the railway not being extended to the city, 
and 1 represent thousands of ratepayers, and they are all unanimously in favour of this railway extension.
1607. Vour motives arc no more disinterested than are those of others who you say oppose this proposal ?
I do not say that at all. *
1.608, It appears to me so from your evidence? They take a “dog in the manger” view of tho matter.
1609. They do not see why they should do anything to benefit you at their expense, wdien something else 
might be done which would be benefiting them ? It would not cost them a farthing, because it shows a 
surplusjifter providing for interest and working expenses. The railway must be extended.
16tO. You nave told the Committee that 10,000 working men go home to luncheon by train in 
Melbourne ;—how far do they have to travel to reach the railway station ? The greater number of them 
are fronting and near the railway stations—Spencer-street, Plinders-street, and Prince’s Bridge railway 
stations ; nearly all the principal streets terminate in Flindcrs-street, almost abreast of the two lastnamed 
stations. It takes from five to twenty minutes, according to the distance, to get to and from the railway 
stations from their business premises where they work ; where it takes fifteen or twenty minutes they 
only live a few miles out of the city. Hence, they have sufficient time.
1611. Suppose you construct a railway to Hyde Park, from what distance from that station would work
men come in order to go home to luncheon ? It is according to the time they have to spare,—say a quarter 
or half a mile. It would serve a very large area; but now, on account of the distance to Kedfern,-it is
impossible for men to go home to luncheon. I am certain there are ten luncheon-houses in Svdney for

i eacli one existing in Melbourne on that account. 100,000 people travel by train in Melbourne to. our
I. 40,000 in Sydney. ''
\ Mr. Clarice.] I suppose if another site could he found it would involve the resumption of a large
f . quantity of land on which_houses are built? Yes ; it would close streets, it would be expensive, and I
t do not think the country is in a position to stand the expense. '
'. / 1613. Is it not a fact that ihe working classes, as a rule, bring their luncheon with them ? Some of them
i 'Jo, because they cannot go home by train; a great number lunch in town.

1614. Do not a good many of the working people live out of town in the suburbs? The extra expense
■ and the loss of time are prohibitive. I know numbers who once lived S, 9, and 10 miles out of town, but
I had to return to the city. Some of them had to come in at 5, or half-past 5. or 6 o’clock, and then had to

■ walk in from Kedfern. They found that they had to live in the city.
; * 1615. In former times a great many of the working people resided in Ivent-street and Sussex-street and

! Miller's Point, and a good many of these people have removed to the suburbs ? Yes. the eastern suburbs.
| 1616. Do you think it is likely that they will come hack to the city? I know a tremendous lot of
y working men, and they say they cannot live in the suburbs on account of the loss of time and the extra
l expense.
\ 1617. The extension of the railway to St. James’-road would benefit not only the working classes, but all
| classes in the suburbs, as well as country people who wish to be brought as near as possible to the business

art of the city ? Yes ; and it will cause a big development in the western and Illawarra suburbs, I 
elieve it will result eventually in a reduction in the fares—the same as in Melbourne, where they charm; 

j 22 or 23 per cant, less than we do, because they carry 100,009 passengers a day, as against our 40,01)0
i passengers a day ; passengers pay better than any other traffic. *

! 1618. Do you not think the construction of the electric tramway in G-eorge-street will be sufficient
\ accommodation to give without extending the railway to the city ? Ho ; because there is a breakage in
j tho journey at Kedfern. That tramway will be suitable for local traffic, hut it will not suit suburban

■ railway passengers. 1 consider the station at Kedfern is positively dangerous.
; 1610. Mr. Wright.] Is your opinion purely disinterested ? Y'es. "

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY., 3 AUGUST 1897.
iprfseni:—

THOMAS THOMSON- EMONG, Esq. (Chaihman).
'['he Hon. Frederick Thomas IIujumieiiy. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hou. Charles James Koberts, CM.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trick kit.
The Ron. Daniel O Connor.
IIgnjiv Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alereu Lef, Esq.
John Ihoniel Eeiian, Esij. 
Thomas Henri' Hassall, Es([. 
Georoh Black, Esq.
.Francis Auhusius Wright. Esq, 
Ejiank Earnell. Esq.

The Coinmifcf'ec further considered the expediency of extending: the Itiulnny system of the Colony from 
tlic present terminus at Kedfern into the City, including the erection ot n large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Bark, fronting St. James'-road.

Thomas Brown, Esq., M.P., sworn, ami examined :—
T. Brown, 1320-1. Chairman ] I understand you have a statement to make with reference to the proposed extension 

lisq., M.l\ 0j; t})c railway into Sidney? Yes; and 1 Lave also here a small plan, upon which 1 have pencilled
' in blue the route by which f should like to see the railway extended. _

3 Aug., IS!),. ]q;oo_ Will you read your statementV Yes; the scheme to which T wish to draw the attention of the .
Committee is almost identical with that whicli 1 outlined to the Koval Commission. The statement which
1 have prepared it as follows :—

Tn the construebiun uf a city line, T take it that the main considerations which will weigh in favour of kuoIi iui 
extension are:—

]. How liost to meeb the requirements of city traffic, as a further extension of present railway arrangements.
it. How to meet tliuac arrangements at a minimum of cost to the State and inconvenienco or lose to the public by way 

of resumptions, interference with vehicular or pedestrian traffic, ami withdrawals of areas set apart or required 
as public parks, Ac. .

0. An extension which will best adapt itself to existing tramway arrangements, and can bo made readily to harmonise
with the hest suggested methods of connecting with the Korth Shore railway and tramway systems when such a 
connection is determined upon. . .

Any railway extension into the city' must be by one of the following methods, or some combination of them, vix,:—
1. Lore! or open cut.
i. Ovcihead or viaduct, and
0. Underground or tunnel. , ,

Kuch ot these methods, when applied to city traiiic. is beset with many difficulties, so much so that in laigc cities
the level m open-cut is practically out of the question. ( .

The overhead has also its senous disadvantages, and the underground is not vvithout its drawbacks. The disadvun- 
t.ages peculiar to the underground system arc namely, access, motive-power, ventilation, mid light ; but recent dincoveiics 
have very considerably mintnii.ssd these disadvantages—so much so that, in recent yearn, the advance in all large cities 
(European and American) has been in the direction of replacing all oilier systems by the underground. In this connection 
it is to be noted that Sydney possesses peculiar and special advantages m the diieelion of under ground railway const] notion 
by reason of its sandstone formation and ridge elevations.

Bearing in mind these several requirements and advantages, the scheme which suggests itself t.n me as best calculated 
to meet same is bi ielly set out as follows, and cmlnaces an extension by viaduct or level ftom^ Kedfern (ermini to Bier- 
street Bridge, Darling Harbour, and thence by' Innnel from vicinity' of Trades and Labour Hall, Pixqn-slreet., to intersection 
of Liverpool and George streets ; thence under George. York, and Harrington streets to vicinity of Essex-street: and thence ■ 
to the Old Commissariat Stores. Ciicular Quay, as outlined on accompanying tracing.

The details of this scheme are as follows :—
1. By Viaduct.—Starting from a convoment point in Kedfern yard, near Cleveland-street tunnel : thence by easy

grade, passingnvci George-street West, at a sufficient elevation tn clear street traffic ; thence over existing goods 
line to the higher level of Pier-street budge, where a semi-terminal station would ho oreeted : or

2. By Lkvli,.—Starting from Kedfern yard the passenger line could he carried on same level as existing goods line,
and parallel with it, but wholly on eastern side of this lino so as nut to inleieferu with it, to the lower level of 
Pier-street bridge, where the aforesaid semi-terminal station could be erected.

Of the alternative methods of reaching the desired point of Darling Harbour suggested, f am disposed to favour the 
viaduct; for, although a little more costly at outset, the increased facilities and advantages ollered would more than cmii- 
pensate for same. There would be ample room ; the goods traffic lines would not be interfered with, and there would bo 
easy access to Pier-street station for Ultimo and Pyrmout passenger traffic. The apparent objections to a level line along 
the route are a heavy grade at George-street tunnel, limitation ot space m viaw of future expansions, and inconvenience of 
access to lower-level station, also interference with Harbour-street traffic hi extending city-wards.

Now, taking up the question of extension city-wards. The line won hi he can led from the higher or lower level of 
the Pier-stiect sUlirm, whichever mayr be determined upon, to a point in the face of the abrupt rise to the left of the Trades 
and Labour Hull, where the ridge formation leading down towards Dawes Point begins. At this point (near Trades' Hall) 
the line would enter a tunnel, and so continue until it emerged 'at Circular Quay. L The line of tunnel-route would he to 
corner of Liv crponl n.nd George streets ; thence along GeorgC'Street to the Town Hall; thence by curve between Town Hall 
and Victoria Markets into York-street; thence by way of Wynyard-square, Church Hill into Harrington-strcet. continuing 
along Harrington-street to a point about 1 chain beyond Essex-stieet ; and thence by a direct hue passing under George- 
street and emerging at the old CoiTmiissariat Stores, Circular Quay, where a tciminnl station would he erected.

From the entrance to Oomiiiissnriat Stores to Rood’s Wool-pressing Stores m direction of Dawes Point, a distance 
of 24 chains, is a 6ti feet roadway'abutting on to vvhaif frontages, which could he utilised for slmnfing purposes in connection 
with Cuenlar Quay terminus, and thereby the difficulties inseparable from a dead-end terminus would be obviated. 
Further accommodation of a like character is also obtainable when required ovei the lands lying between the roadway and 
George-street North, and also by extending on to Dawes Point.

An extended service and increased working facilities could be obtained by carrying the underground service from 
tho Church Hill station along Jvent-stveet to north-west corner of Observatory grounds, anil 11naice by a 12-chain curve to the 
old Gomniissai laf Stores ; thus afiordnig railway facilities for Miller's Polnt. and increasing working facilities ; but this is 
moie a question of future development lather than of present requirement, or at least it presents itself to me in that light.

The question of supplying the connecting link between the North .Shore tram and railway systems and the Sydney 
systems is one of increasing importance, and must be dealt with at no very distant date. One of the primary objects of a 
city extension should bo to readily accommodate itself to such a connecting link. It seems to me that this line most 
readily adapts itself to such a connecting link with Milsim’s Point, either by a sub-liarboni connection or by a bridge. 
The sub-harbour connection could be made by extending from Circular Quay' station by way of Dawes Point, and thence 
across to Milson's Point. A bridge communication could also be earned across from Milaon’s Point to Dawes Point, and 
find ready railway comiiiuiiicatiop under this system in the direction of Church Hill. ,

The distances cnvereil by this proposal are by viaduct or lev cl from Kedfern tunnel to Pier-street Bridge, Datlmg 
Hat hour, about 72 chains : Pier-street to tunnel entrance, Dixon-street. 2! chains ; tunnel entrance to George-street, 10 
chains: George-street from Liv crpool-street intersection to Lssex-street, 84 chains : Kflex-strecl to Commissariat Stores,
7 chains; Comiriissari.it Stores to Dawes Point, 24 chains ; or a total line length of 21S chains, not including the Mikson’s 
Point link or tlic Miller's Point circle indicated. An
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An alteration of motive-power would be required in order to work the tunnel system, and that alteration had better be T. Brown, 
made at the Pier-street station. This station would give mueh needed railway facilities to Ultimo, Pyrmout, and Darling Esq., JI.P, 
Harbour, including the Technical College. Station facilities could also be provided at comer of Liverpool and George 
streets, which would serve Brickfield Hill, also at Wynyard-square, opposite the General Post Office, and at Church Hill, 3 Aug., 1097;' 
near Charlotte-street, with a terminal station on site of Commissariat Stores, Circular Quay. Of course the allocation of 
intermediate station sites is a matter of detail.

The motive-power for tunnel-working could he either by electricity or compressed air. Recent improvements have 
rendered both methods adaptable to underground working, but, for purposes of ventilation and advantages in working 
Jiffs, the compressed air may he worthy of special consideration, particularly in view of the recent alleged improvements 
in the Hardy motor.

To show how far this scheme is capable of meeting the conditions and requirements indicated at the outset, I would 
point out:—

1. That the line of extension from Liverpool-street follows the main artery of city traffic, and with stations at tho
points indicated, best serves the traffic for which a city extension is required.

2. By carrying the line down to the proposed Pier-street station the populous centres of that part of Ultimo, Pyrmont,
and Darling Harbour, including the Technical College, will he served.

3. This line will require the minimum of resumptions, and such resumptions will be of full value to the State for all
time.

4. This proposal leaves the public parks, together with the Devonshire-stroet Cemetery, untouched.
5. Street traffic is in no wise interfered with, and there arc no level crossings.
(J. Tlic existing tramway service is not impaired, there being no competition therewith, and no alterations are

necessary.
7. The total cost of construction, and public inconvenience occasioned thereby, will, I think, compare most favourably

with tho other proposals submitted, and tho earning will be very much greater.
8. The scheme affords a means of a direct connection with the North Shore rail and tram systems, in conformity with

proposals which seem to com maud the weight of expert opinion.
1023. Tor have no estimate of cost? Xo ; but I am of opinion that the probable resumptions, because 
of surface disturbance, would not exceed an area of 17 chains. About 10 chains would have fo he resumed 
at the Dixon-street entrance to the tunnel, and about 7 chains more would have to ho taken wlierq the 
line comes from Essex-street across George-street. But after the railway had been completed, the track 
would be covered over, and the whole, or nearly the whole of this land could then he put to use again.
1021. Tou do not propose to pay for the surface disturbance where you propose to tunnel ? Only for a 
distance of about 17 chains. The line would pass under streets for most of the way, and I do not consider 
that there would ho any disturbance there.
Iti25. Do you consider that the streets are wide enough for a tunnel such as you propose, to prevent 
interference wdth the buildings on each side ? I think so.
1G2(>. Of course, the disturbance would depend a good deal upon tho character of the material tunnelled 
through ? Yes ; but I believe lhat the sandstone would prove satisfactory material.
1G27. How many lines do you propose to bring down to the Circular Quay ? I have not entered into 
details, but 1 think that a double line would be sufficient for present requirements. I. regard the scheme ' 
purely as an extension for city traffic. ’
1(128. Do you contemplate bringing the long-distance traffic into the city ? That traffic could he brought 
into the city, but J. do not propose to bring it in, because I think it can be fairly well served at Bedfern.
1(120. Tou think there is no need to bring it into Sydney ? Tes.
1G30. From what distance would you bring Irains down to the Circular Quay ? I would bring all the 
suburban traffic into the city.
1(131. And nothing besides the suburban traffic? Well, that would be a matter for future consideration, 
but I do not think it would be necessary to bring anything but suburban traffic into the city.
1032. If you propose to make your arrangements simply for city and suburban traffic, your scheme is not 
so large as that which we have before us ? 'Well, it could very easily bo made to carryall the traffic 
coming to Bedferu by hiving down an additional double line of rails, though that, ot course, would 
increase the expense. What is required most urgently ;just now is accommodation for suburban and city 
traffic. If it should be found necessary to bring the long-distance traffic to any of the points I have 
mentioned, the scheme might be made to answer that requirement by the laying down of another double 
line of rails ; then ample accommodation would be given.
1G33. Toil recognise that in a climate such as ours steam traffic through tunnels would he objectionable, 
and, therefore, you suggest that somewhere immediately south of Darling Harbour another kind of 
motive power—electricity or compressed air—should he applied ? Tes ; so far as my reading goes, it is 
impossible to have satisfactory steam-traction through tunnels, and-it is also objectionable to have steam 
traffic in popiilous centres. My reading goes to show that, particularly in America, the tendency is to 
replace steam power by other power. I consider that it would be wise to change from steam to either 
electricity or compressed air at Pier-street.
1(334. Tou recognise that that would involve some little delay ? Possibly there might be some delay; but 
I cannot find that there has been any obstacle to a change of this kind in America. Of course, I am not 
an authority upon those subjects ; 1 have to depend upon my reading. I find that on the Xew Tork and 
Xcw Haven lino of railway, between Berlin and North Berlin, there is a system of the kind I suggest at 
work. That lino is about 12 miles long, and electric power has taken the place of steam there, with the 
result that the fares have been reduced from 25 cents to 10 cents. So far as I can ascertain, the change 
answers all requirements. 1 got my information from the American Engineer of June last,
1G35. On the line you mentmn (he trains are run by electricity right through ; they do not stop and 
supplement another traction power by electricity ? Well, in my reading, I came across a case wdiere 
they unhitched steam motors, and hitched on other motors while the trains were moving. I do not seo 
that there will be any great difficulty in making a change here, because at the Pier-street station you can 
have Y-shaped points, and immediately the train pulled up, and while the passengers were being got rid 
of, the steam-engine could unhitch and run off, and its place be taken by tbe electric or compressed air 
motor without loss of time. -
.1G3G. Your idea is not impracticable, but it is regarded by tbe authorities as economically unwise. It 
would involve a delay of, perhaps, two or three minutes, and would mean the employment of an extra 
staff of men, while there are other difficulties connected with it? I have admitted that I am not an 
authority upon these matters. I am only going by what I have read in the scientific journals.

‘ 10(3—L ' 1G37.
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1637. Tou would bo approzimately something like 10 feet above the water-level at your terminal point at 
Circular Quay ?. I think hardly so much ; but I have not looked into that matter.*

S A v 1897 Well, we will take the height as approximately between 10 and 15 feet. Tou propose from there
n®'1 1 to connect with ISTorth Shore; but do you know the depth of water between McMahon’s Point and Dawes

Point? No ; I have not gone into that part of the scheme minutely. I was guided more particularly by 
a scheme submitted to the Eoyal Commission by Mr. McMaster. _
1639. I think that Mr. McMaster proposed to take the line across from Port Macquarie. The depth 
between Dawes Point and McMahon’s Point is very considerable. X believe it is something like 80 or 100 
feet. In order to tunnel under the harbour with a reasonable grade, it would be necessary to commence 
to descend at a considerable distance back from the foreshore. On the other hand, if you proposed to 
cross by a bridge, which would have to ho about 180 feet above the water-level, you would have to com
mence to ascend from a long way back from the commencement of the bridge. In tho one case you 
would have to start from about Hunter-street, and in the other from about Wynyard-square? Tes ; I 
contemplated crossing to Milson’s Point by an underground tunnel, but I found that to get anything like 
a reasonable level I should have to go back a considerable distance—to Church Hill, if not further. Put 
in reading the schemes submitted to tbe Commission, I saw a proposal to carry tlic line under the water by 
means of a large cylinder, and it suggested itself to mo that the difficulty in the way of getting an easy 
grade for a tunnel would he overcome by the adoption of this idea.
1610. But in any case tbe top of tbe tunnel would have to be 40 feet below the level of tbe water, and 
that would make it necessary to commence with the ascent of the line a long way back from the foreshore. 
Turning, however, to another aspect of the case, I would point out that at the terminus ot any railway 
you must either have a loop line or Von must have a considerable area upon which to shunt the trains. 
Tou suggest that the land immediately south from Dawes Point, taking part of Dawes Point if necessary, 
will be sufficient for that purpose ? Yes, and as traffic grows you can make a circular line, branching off 
at the top of Church Hill, and going round Kent-street to the Observatory and back to tho Commissariat 
Stores, with a curve of 12 chains radius. _
1641. 'J’hat loop would he practically all tunnel ? Tes; 1 think that for the present traffic you would
get an outlet by carrying the terminus further along towards Dawes Point, so as not to have a “ dead end ” 
at the Circular Quay station. _ 4 _
1642. Have you any idea of the width required for a terminal station;—1 think that we have it in 
evidence that there would not he sufficient width immediately west from the old A.S.N. wharf ? Well, 
the station I contemplated would commence at tbe corner of the wharf, on the site of the old stores. I 
did not measure the land there; but there seemed to me to be a fairly good width between the Quay and 
G-eorge-street North. The width there is quite as groat as the width of the present Bedfern station.
1643. Of course, the traffic at the Circular Quay would be much less than that at Kedfern. because there 
would be no long-distance traffic ? Yes: I can ascertain for you exactly what the width is.
1644. Another point which has been suggested is this : That in any tunnel scheme there is sure to bo 
vibration, which may entail large claims for compensation? Yes; but I think the depth of the tunnel 
would minimise the vibration sufficiently, except over the 17 chains which I have referred to. _
1645. If your scheme is worked out. and found to be more expensive than that referred to us, will you 
still be prepared to maintain it ? Well, if another scheme can be brought forward, which will serve tbe 
traffic better or equally well, and at a less cost, I shall not be prepared to maintain my scheme.
1646. How do you view the resumption of tbe Park ? My objection to tbe resumption of the Park is that 
I do not think it is a good principle to take laud dedicated for a park for other purposes. I can see that 
while the park lands of the city may not be fully required at the present time, a time will come when they 
will be required; and it would be very difficult to get ihe Government to resume land for a park later on.
1647. Do you not think it possible that under a certain set of circumstances a railway may ameliorate
tho conditions of the people more than a particular area of park land? Kailways contribute to the 
amelioration of the conditions of the people; hut you may have a largo population which cannot avail 
itself of the railway. _ .
1648. Can you imagine a set of circumstances in which a community would either have to give up part 
of a park for a railway or go without a railway and keep its park intact;—would not the former arrange
ment be the more comfortable one ? Tes; but I do not think the people of bydney are called upon to 
give up part of the Park for a railway, or the railway for a park.
1649. Do you know the area of park land around Sydney ? 1 do not know the exact area, but I know that 
the area is fairly large. Still, in view of possibilities, T. do not think that it is too large.
1650. Have you paid any attention to the question of giving approach to the city from the eastern
suburbs? I have considered that matter, but not very minutely. _
1651. Mr. Trichett.~\ Do you contemplate working in connection with the eastern suburbs in the scheme 
which you have suggested? I think that such a connection could be worked in.
LG52. Where would the eastern suburbs line join your proposed line? Well, you could carry it round 
the Quay and under the Domain. I have seen a proposal to that end.
1653. Mr. Hoskins.1 Suppose nearly 200 acres of park land are still left after the north-western corner 
of Hyde Park is taken away, do you not think that we shall have more park land than is given to most 
cities ? Yes ; but most other large cities are now trying to get park land.
1654. Mr. Humpliory'] Has your attention been [directed to the suggestion that another park should be
provided near tbe Benevolent Asylum by taking a piece of land larger than that which it is proposed to 
resume for the,railway for that purpose? Yes. _
1655. Would not the gain of a park near Devonshire-strcet neutralise the loss of 10 acres of Hyde Park ? 
Hardly. 1 hardly think you can replace Hyde Park by a park* near Devonshire-street, though I admit 
that a park there is very necessary. Another aspect of the case is this: We have been fifty years or 
more in bringing Hyde Park to its present stage of perfection, and if we destroy it, and attempt to replace 
it by constructing another park at Devonshire-street, I suppose it will take the same length of time to 
bring the new park to a similar stage of perfection.
1656. Mr. Hoskins.] 1E £1,000 a year is expended upon it? Yes. With regard to the expenditure upon
the proposed park, I do not think that it makes much difference whether it comes out of railway earnings 
or from the Consolidated Revenue. The people must pay it all the same. 1657.

* Note (on revision):—On further consideration I find that it will be desirable to have the Circular Quay station on a 
level with high-water level, so as to ensure a sufficient tunnel headway under George-street West. This would still be an 
open station, and no material inconvenience would be entailed upon passenger traffic thereby. ’
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1657. Chairman^] That is your great objection to heavy resumptions ? Tes.
1658. Did you read the late Mr. Eddy’s evidence ? I did.
1659. Perhaps you may remember that he had the strongest objection to tunnelling. He told ns that it 
had been found very disadvantageous in other parts of the world where the temperature was not nearly 
so high, and he was sure that it would be found most unpopular in Sydney. He was asked if his objection 
to tunnelling would be removed by tbe adoption of electric traction, aud to that he replied, “ 1 do not 
think that we can deal with a state of things which does not exist,” He was asked, “ If we had electricity 
would a good deal of the objection be removed ” ? and his reply was, “ Undoubtedly ■ but we have not 
arrived at that state of things yet.” I suggested that the Commission might inquire into what is known 
as Hardy’s method of using compressed air.
1660.. Mr, Wright.] Has that method been practically applied anywhere ? Yes, it has been applied in 
America. It was reported upon for a large syndicate in Liverpool, and tbe report was a most favourable 
one. I find from tbe scientific papers that the inventor of the Hardy motor has improved it, and I have 
an extract from the Sydney Daily Telegraph of the 21st .Inly last, giving the results of experiments in 
connection with this improvement. I should have preferred to make au extract from scientific papers, 
but I have not yet been able to obtain the information in that way:—

If compressed air is to do half that is claimed for it, it should prove a dangerous rival to electricity os a motive 
poM'cr.^ According to the London Echo, an engine of this kind has been exhaustively tested on the Manhattan railroad of 
New York, hauling trains of ten heavily-loaded cars over 8-mile trips, and has stood the trial. In appearance it is but 
little like the traditional steam-engine. Its motor consists of thirty-five Mannesmann rolled steel tubes, 9 inches in 
diameter, and varying in length from 15 feet to 21 feet. These cylinders contain air stored at a pressure of 2,000 lb. per 
square inch. The air goes from these at a reduced pressure of ISO lb. to a vortical re-heater in the car. This re-heater 
resembles an ordinary boiler, and is charged with water at a temperature of about 350 degrees, and can be maintained at 
that temperature by u small fire. Through this water the air passes to be heated to the proper temperature ; it then goes 
directly to the working eylindem. In New York tho State .Railroad Commissioners have recently recommended com
pressed air as safer and more desirable than any other power. Its advocates claim that in actual working it costs IJd. a 
mile less than elcctricity ; it also costs far less to instal. In Washington it was recently found that a compressed-air tram
way can be laid down at a little over a fifth of the lowest estimate for laying an electric line with an underground trolly.
1661. Chairman.] Perhaps you know that the resident population within a radius of half-a-inile from 
Hyde Park is 15,000, while the population within the same distance from the Benevolent Asylum is
32.000, and that the area proposed to be taken for a park at Devonshire-street is considerably larger and 
quite as high as the portion of Hyde Park proposed to be resumed for railway purposes ? Yes. 1 would 
point out, however, that the land in Devonshire-street to which you refer lies between Belmore Park and 
Prince Alfred Parle. The residential population surrounding Hyde Parkis not, however, the main factor 
which determines the use of the Park. Hyde Park is a rendezvous for a large number of people who come 
to Sydney to do their business, which would not hold good at Devonshire-street, because it is not close to 
a large business and manufacturing centre. Then, again, upon holidays and Sundays the people from 
tho suburbs crowd into Hyde Park more than they do into any of the other parks. Upon those days 
there are ten times more people in Hyde Park and the adjacent parks than in any part of the city.
1662. I think your statement in this respect is debatable. Tbe largest number of people will always be 
found in the Botanic G-ardeus? Yes, in the Gardens and in the Domain ; but most of the people who 
frequent the Gardens and the Domain pass through Hyde Park.

William Henry Flavclle, sworn, and examined :—
1663. Chairman.] You are in business in Sydney ? I am.
1664. Mr. JTosh'ns.] In what part of Sydney are you in business ? Jn George-street.
1GG3. 1 understand that you are prepared to make a statement embodying vour views upon tho proposed _
extension of the railway into Sydney P Yes. So far as the general public arc concerned, the chief reason 3 189~-
for advocating a scheme which takes away a portion of Hyde Park is based upon what 1 consider to be a 
misstatement—namely, lhat tbe Ecdfern yard is not large enough for the terminal traffic. As I know all 
the termini in both London and Paris, having lived some years in each of those cities, 1 maintain that tho 
area of the Rcdfcrn yard, if properly utilised, would be am pie for all purely terminal traffic, as distinguished 
from suburban traffic. To show how much that space has been misused, I would instance the large 
sprawling areas which have been cut out of it for other than railway purposes. For instance, in the front 
you have the cab-stand, the omnibus-stand, and the terminus tramway. Then there is the over-large accom
modation ■which is provided for the mortuary station, and the waste space in front of the goods terminus, 
and where the Eailway Institul e has, in ray opinion unwisely, been built. If the Redfern yard had been pro
perly laid out, as the St, Pancras station in London is, for example, it would be ample for all the legitimate 
requirements of the railway, providing that you took out the cab-stand and the omnibus-stand and put 
them into Devonshire-street. You could take a strip of land three times as wide as Devonshire-street 
out of tho Cemetery and the Benevolent Asylum grounds, and by moving the Botany tram-line on to 
that strip you would have plenty of room for the cabs and omnibuses, while within tho station area 
proper you would have ample room for all railway requirements, I maintain that 27 acres of land are 
ample for a purely terminal traffic, and, of course. 1 take out the suburban traffic. We have in London 
and in Paris—one with a population of 5,600,000 people, and the other with a population of 2,300,000— 
two large cities which afford us very useful examples of what has been done, and what can be done in tbe 
way of dealing with railway traffic in large centres of population. Jn London they have not attempted, 
to any largo extent, to bring any but suburban traffic into the city. The one exception is the Great 
Eastern railway, which takes all its traffic to Liverpool-street. The Great Northern Railway Company, 
however, do not come further into London than Ring’s Cross for fheir general terminus. Of course, they 
recognise that the suburban traffic must be taken into the city, and they take it in on two lines of railway 
to Farringdon-street, very wisely retaining King’s Cross, which is well out of the eity, as the terminus 
for long distance traffic. If you except Caunon-sfreet aud Charing Cross stations, you will find that 
the creation of a large railway terminus in any particular locality is 'attended by a decrease in the • 
value of the property in that locality. If yon take King’s Cross, or the London Bridge station, for 
example, you will find a common class of buildings round those stations, while the establishment of 
termini in those places, so far from attracting a good class of trade, has driven it away. Neither in Paris, 
nor in London, will you find a valuable class of trade centred round a terminal station, with the two 
exceptions which I have already made—Charing Cross and Cannon-street. It seems that the class ol 
person, who hangs round terminal stations has an injurious effect upon property. At any rate it is the
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universal esperienee in Paris that terminal stations do not improve property. In Paris there is not a 
single good property immediately surrounding a railway station, and I speak from an experience of some 
years. That in itself constitutes au objection to bringing the terminus of a railway into the good part of 
the town. As regards the needs of suburban traffic—because I take it that long-distance traffic should 
not come into the good part of the city—I do not see why, if we are going to spend money to provide for 
suburban traffic, we should provide exclusively for the traffic from the Illawarra and western suburbs. Any 
satisfactory scheme must also make provision for two other groups of suburbs—the North Shore suburbs 
and the eastern suburbs. I complain that the Hydo Park scheme is not so comprehensive a scheme as we 
should have, inasmuch as it only provides for the western and Illawarra suburbs, and makes no provision 
for the other suburbs. I, therefore, suggest a scheme whicli I think wilt make the necessary provision. 
Before I go on to that matter, however, I would point out that if you are going to provide for suburban traffic 
in the city you must try and split that traffic. The weak point of tbe scheme referred to the Committee 
is that tbe whole of tho traffic is concentrated at one station, and it will probably be found that the 
streets of Sydney are too narrow to provide proper outlets for traffic from such a station. A wise scheme 
would so split the traffic that people would be able to get out where they wanted to get out, and you 
would bare the traffic distributed from various points. I am not an engineer; 1 am a jeweller. I simply 
come here as one who has an interest in tbe city, and who wishes to see it properly developed; T do not 
pretend to any engineering knowledge whatever. What I would point out is, that you have already 
got the railway as far as Sussex-street, and you could bring it underground from Sussex-street 
to Wynyard-square, putting your first station at Wynyard-square, and taking in Wynyard-square 
and Church Hill if necessary. You would then take a line with rising gradients to the old Port- 
street Public School, and there you would be at a sufficient elevation to be able to pass on by 
means of a bridge to North Shore. Such an arrangement would bring tbe North Shore people to that 
part of the town where they want to go. People coming from North Shore do not want to go to Hyde 
Park; most of them want to get more into the heart of the town. The second part of my scheme is to 
take the line with a dropping gradient from Wynyard-square down Church Hill to the Circular Quay and 
Dawes Point. I do not consider that you will want any large amount of room for such a line, because 
I do not think that you will have very much traffic beyond Wynyard-square. Your main traffic 
would be through "Wynyard-square, so far as North Shore was concerned. All that would be necessary 
for the extension to the Quay would be sufficient ground- for two pairs of rails. The eastern suburbs 
would be provided for by a raised line going round the Circular Quay, on the principle adopted in the 
case of the Liverpool elevated railway, and through a tunnel to Woolloomooloo Bay, utilising the large 
areaalready resumed there, and eventually going on by another tunnel to Kushcutter's Bay, and so lo the 
eastern suburbs. The two lines would meet at Dawes Point. The bulk of tho traffic, however, would 
not run down to Dawes Point, but on the line crossing from North Shore. With regard to tho 
capacity of two pairs of rails, I may state that the Metropolitan railway, which I saw when it was 
building—and I know the whole run of it from the start—carries on two pairs of rails twenty 
trains an hour during tbe busy part of the day, and runs passenger traffic for twenty hours ot the 
day, using the remaining four hours for goods traffic on certain days, and for repairing on other days. 
Prom that it will be seen that it is possible to run 400 trains a day over one pair of rails, where you have 
no shunting, and can run tlic trains right through. Under my proposed scheme you would be able 
to run this train right through Wynyard-square to North Shore, and shunt it there. You could 
run trains from Homebush to Hornsby and back again. With regard to a matter which was 
mentioned here to-day, the difficulties of underground railway construction, when the Metropolitan 
railway was made—and that is the railway which everyone takes Ins cue from, Mr. Eddy like every
one else—it was combined with a street-resumption scheme, and the stuffiest and worst part of that 
lino was the part between tho Edgeware-road and Gower-street. When they made that part of the 
line they did not fully understand the necessity of ventilation, and what amount of ventilation 
was required, and consequently they did not put in enough ventilating.holes. Afterwards they found it a 
very difficult thing to improve the ventilation, because a road had been made over the railway, the crown 
of ihe tunnel coming within 3 feet of the surface of the road. In the same way, when they made tlic 
line from Charing Cross to the Temple, they made a road over the railway, which consequently rendered 
ventilation difficult. But by going diagonally from Sussex-street to Wynyard-square, as I suggest, you 
will have no roadway above the railway, and you will be able to make your ventilation perfect. I have 
been through the St. G-othard tunnel twice, and in each case I have travelled outside on the platform. 
A remarkable feature about that tunnel is that the smoke disappears, and no one understands how. 
Yon can ride from one end to the other of it—a distance of several miles—without getting any smuts 
upon you, and you can breathe comfortably all tbe way through. So that if, on the one hand, the 
Metropolitan underground railway, which was constructed when they did not understand tunnel ■work, 
is quoted, on tbe other band you have the St. Gothard tunnel, which is the greatest development of 
tunnel construction. It would be worth your while, I think, to inquire why the St. Gothard is so 
well ventilated. With regard to the vibration caused by an underground railway, I may say that I have 
lived in a house over an underground railway. Por the first six weeks or so we could not sleep ; but 
afterwards we got so accustomed to our surroundings that we hardly knew when a train was passing, and 
the house has always remained in perfect order. , London is particularly badly situated for tunnel 
construction, because it is built upon very treacherous clay. Here, however, we have sandstone, which is 
much better for tunnel construction. In London they have to “shore up” in many cases, and you arc 
continually coming across quicksands aud springs in the clay. My objection to tbe removal of the 
terminus into the city is that there is ample room at Bedforn. In Paris, instead of bringing tbe railways 
into the city, they have what they call the oeinturc railway. With regard to tho depreciation of tbe value 
of property caused by an open railway cutting, I would instance the low value of property beyond 
Earringdon-street. Clerkcnwell and that locality has been seriously injured by the open cut made for 
the Metropolitan railway there. At Hatton Gardens land is at a high price ; but as soon as you get 
past the open cut you find a serious depreciation in values, caused mainly by tho isolation consequent 
upon tbe open cutting. That is an argument in favour of a tunnel in place of cutting a huge gash 
through the city. The scheme before the Committee has been recommended upon the ground of 
cheapness, I take it that no one really wants to have any part of the Park resumed unless there is some 
insuperable objection to all other schemes. Let us follow out the argument of cheapness whicli has been 
advanced in favour of this scheme, from a ratepayer’s point of view. It is proposed to bring the whole of
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tbe traffic of a country as large as the G erman Empire aud Italy put together ou to 10 acres of Hyde Part,, W
and it must be remembered that we have to provide, not only for the present, but for future traffic. Plavelle- 
All tbe traffic from the Hyde Park station will be thrown on to King-street, which is a very narrow street, g 
and through which there is a cable tramway running crossed by a steam 1 ram way in Elizabeth-street. d U8‘’
The result will he that later on we shall have to widen King-street. But it is worth while to remember 
what land in King-street is worth per foot. Tho cost of resumption there will be as large as any resump
tion yon might make for railway purposes on the western side of the city, because land in King-street is 
at present worth anything from £500 to £800 a foot. Market-street is n very narrow street, and it does 
not bring you down into the heart of the business part of the city. JN"early all the traffic from the 
railway station will therefore have to come down King-street; hut, notwithstanding all the disadvantages 
of that route, the widening of King-street might cost anything from £500,000 to £800,000, and that is 
an amount which cannot be fairly thrown upon the ratepayers. But, on the other hand, it would not he 
fair to cause a block of the traffic there just to save the money of the general public. This is a point 
which has struck me most forcibly in regard to this scheme. As to the question of the amenity of the 
town, I will instance two town in the Midlands. I was living in Paris when Haussemann was making the 
Avenue de 1’Opera and most of the boulevards. He started with the idea that the beauty of a town 
contributed enormously to its welfare and to its richness, inasmuch as it brought a good class of 
people to it. Ho maintained that if you built an ugly sordid-looking town, you drove people away.
Therefore, when he made a large street he took care to have a fine building at tbe end of it. He would 
not have a railway station in the middle of the town, and I have the same views that he held with regard 
to the meanness and sordidness of terminal stations. He carried his ideas so far when he was building 
the boulevards that he made it a condition that the houses there were not to be constructed on any other 
than one plan, and at the present time you cannot put a pot of climbing fiowers or a creeper into a window 
there. In Paris they will not tolerate anything ugly or nasty in connection with their buildings. Here, 
however, you are proposing to put a terminal station in the middle of tho town,
1GGG. But we do not propose to build a mean-looking station? 'Well, you will create mean surroundings.
That is proved by the experience of other towns. To go back to to the Midlands, yon have there the 
two towns of Birmingham and Wolverhampton. The Birmingham people are particularly public-spirited 
men. I am sorry to say that the Wolverhampton people are rather the reverse. In Birmingham the 
man who takes a public interest in the welfare of his town is tho man who docs the best business, because 
he is considered to bo a man who is trying to do his duty to his fellow citizens, and he is not carped at 
because he takes an interest in public affairs. There they have covered up their railway termini very care
fully, aud everything has been done to improve the town, with the result that while business people 
establish their rough-looking workshops at Wolverhampton they put their business offices in Birmingham, 
and the proprietors of these various factories invariably live iu Birmingham. The people of Wolverhampton 
simply went in for having a sordid, utilitarian, dirty manufacturing town, and they have their reward, 
insomuch that all tbe workshops are at Wolverhampton ; but the fashionable city is Birmingham, and the 
people of Birmingham reap a pecuniary advantage from having preserved the amenity of the town.
1667. Chairman] Uo you want to keep Hyde Bark for the fashionable people ? Fashionable people 
spend more money than other people, and if you can make a town nice without any additional cost, you 
may as well do it.
1UGS. Mr. Hoskins] You deprecate having largo terminal stations in the middle of a town, because you 
allege that their existence tends to depreciate tho value of propertym their vicinity, and causes small mean 
houses to be erected in their neighbourhood. On this point you referred to Pans. How are the houses 
near the St. Lazarc station mean and sordid ? In my opinion they are. I was living in Paris in 1807, 
and I was there again last year.
1009. Are the houses fronting that terminus mean buildings ? The business in the neighbourhood is poor, 
and the buildings themselves are nothing like so good as the buildings a bit further away.
1070. Are not the buildings in the vicinity of that station as good as those within a quarter of a mile of 
the Avenue de 1’Opera ? No; they are not, and the trade there is poor. I admit frankly that the houses 
there have been constructed in accordance with the provisions of the Building Act, because in Paris you 
must put up the regulation five or six storeys ; but so far as the retail aud general business of the 
neighbourhood is concerned, it is inferior to the business done a quarter of a mile off, while the residen
tial sites in the neighbourhood are not as good as residential sites elsewhere.
1671. I stayed in a hotel within 100 yards of that railway station, and that hotel was always full of 
English people? Of course there are always hotels near railway stations,
1G72. What about the G-are du Nord ;—are there uot good houses near there ? There arc good houses 
near there ; but the business done there is inferior to the business done further away.
1673. But you admit that the houses themselves are not inferior ? Where they have pulled down old 
houses they have put up better buildings ; but iu tho majority of cases the buildings aud the residential 
sites are inferior to buildings in positions elsewhere.
1G74. What about the buildings uear Charing Cross ? I made au exception of the Charing Cross railway 
station.
1G75. What about Shoreditch ? That is an exceedingly poor place.
1670. Are not the buildings about there as good as the houses 500 yards from the railway station ? No.
In my statement I excepted Cannon-street and Charing Cross stations.
1077. You say that the area of land available at Eedfcrn is ample for all railway requirements? Yes, if 
it is properly utilised. "
1678. Will you not admit that the opinions of our late Chief Commissioner, who held very important 
positions in connection with the London and North Western Eailway, aud who for a long lime was 
manager of the Caledonian Eailway, are of value? They ought to he.
1G79. His evidence was that the area of land at Redfern was not sufficient for the requirements of the 
traffic, and that they wanted a great deal more;—did he mean after taking out the suburban traffic? That 
is_the point. It may be true that the area is not sufficient if you leave the suburban traffic to be dealt 
with there; but the point is, is not the area large enough for a purely terminal station after the suburban 
traffic has been eliminated.
1G80. He stated that the area of land there was too small for railway requirements? Yes; but did he 
state specifically that if you provided a scheme for removing the suburban traffic the area at Redfern 
would not be large enough. 1681.
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1681. According to Mr. Eddy, that was not the point. I suppose you admit that lie was competent to 
give an opinion? Well, he did not state that the Kedfern yard was not large enough for purely terminal 
work.
1682. Mr. Eddy distinctly stated that the area of land embraced in the Kedfern yard was not sufficient 
for the purposes of a station, and lhat they required a great deal more room. He further stated that the 
railway management would be better and more economical where there was a large central station instead 
of several small stations ? "Very likely. But he did not state that if you split the traffic up as it is split 
up in London, tho Kedfern yard would not be large enough,
1683. He said that the proper way to deal with the traffic was to have a large central passenger station. 
You told us that the upshot of making a large terminal station was to have a hideous building. The plan 
before the Committee does not show the proposed station building to be hideous ? Well, 1 have never seen 
a handsome railway station. -Railway station architecture is, to my idea, the apotheosis of hideousness.
1684. Unfortunately, your statements involve a considerable amount of argument, and you do not stick 
to your opinions ;—you said that if we had a terminal station at the north-western corner of Hyde Park it 
would necessitate the widening of King-street and the resumption of a large amount of land there by the 
Government? Yes, unless the Government throw it on to the ratepayers.
1685. Do you know that it is proposed that an approach sliould be made to the rail way-station through 
the present High School ground? Yes; but bow about King-street beyond Castlereagh-street?
1686. The approach to the station would bo up Market-street, along Castlereagh-street, and across the 
High School ground; and there would he another approach up King-street? Tho traffic from the railway- 
station would want to go further north than Market-street. You might make your beautiful approach, 
but tbe traffic would go down King-street.
1687. But the approach I speak of provides against the overcrowding of King-street, which you fear? 
No; it only partially provides against it.
1638. It takes away half the traffic in King-street? It provides for part of it; but it does not provide 
against the blocking of King-street between Castlereagh-street and George-street. The hulk of the 
people coming from a railway station will want to go to parts north of King-street, and King-street is 
barely wide enough for its present traffic.
1686. How will the traffic become more congested if you have another approach ? But you will not have 
another approach. All you will have will be a sort of square in front of the railway station. Kothiug is 
proposed to relieve tlic traffic in King-street, between Castlereagh-street and George-street.
.1690. But people will have no need to go down King-street? They will go down the street which suits 
them best. -
1691. You were speaking about there being no great objection to tunnels, and you said that the under
ground railwayJn London was the first tunnel that was made, and that the people who made it did not 
know how to provide ventilation ;—is it a fact that the Metropolitan railway tunnel was the first large 
tunnel made in England ? No. it was not the first large tunnel made in England; but it is the first large 
tunnel made under a town. Of course we had the Box tunnel made by Brunell. It is a most curious 
thing that some of these tunnels are well ventilated, while others are not,
1692. Did you ever go through the Thames tunnel ? Yes.
1693. Is it badly ventilated ? I have not been through it since the East London Kailway went through it.
1694. Do you know the number of air-shafts along the Metropolitan railway is very great ? Yes, you 
can see the steam coming up from them ; but apparently they are not numerous enough.
1695. We have tunnels in this Colony—upon the Illawarra and Western lines—which have been con
structed of recent years ; hut the atmosphere in those tunnels is very disagreeable? Well, you may take 
the St. Gothard tunnel as an example to the contrary ; there the ventilation is perfect.
1696. But do you know that there is only about one train a day through that tunnel, and that a special 
description of coal is prepared for use there? The same description of coal might be used here.
1697. Are you not aware that the working of tunnels under towns is attended with much more danger and 
expense than the working of trains elsewhere ? I do not think that the danger is greater. I do not think 
that the Metropolitan railway shows as large a percentage of accidents as other railways per 1,000,000 
passengers carried.
1698. You spoke about all the traffic on the Metropolitan line being worked upon two sets of rails? 
Yes.
1699. Do you know that that is a circular railway, and that therefore large termini are not required ? 
"Yes; but I remember when there was not a circular railway, and large termini were not required then.
1700. Do you propose to have a circular line ? No. I propose to run right over to North Shore. You
can get as much shunting room aa you wish for at Hornsby, and at the other end you could shunt at 
Parramatta or Homebush. ’
1701. Do you think it would be convenient to shunt and re-form trains at Hornsby ? You would not 
re-form them if they were only running to Homebush and back.
1702. Suppose the load taken by a train was much less than was anticipated, would you not take off some 
of the carriages ? I would keep the same trains running from Hornsby through to Homebush and back 
again. That is what 1 would call the area of the maximum suburban traffic. In London they run the 
trains right round the circle, though the traffic in tbe outer district is only one-third of that in the city.
1703. 'Would you not have an unnecessary amount of running at times when there were few passengers ? 
No, because you would soon have the northern suburbs as closely peopled as tbe western suburbs are now. 
Those suburbs would probably be more closely peopled in time than are the western suburbs now.
1704. Do you know that the proposed terminus at Hyde Park is to be a terminus for the Illawarra, tho 
Southern, the Western, and the Northern lines ? Yes; and a nice congestion you will have there.
1705. How do you propose to take the railway from Sussex-street to Wynyard-square, and thence to 
Circular Quay ? Chiefly by tunnel.
1706. Where have we the railway in Sussex-street ? There is a goods station in Sussex-street now, at 
the end of Sussex-street. You would begin with an open cutting, and then you would have to tunnel. 
The line would be part tunnel and part open cutting.
1707. You would have to tunnel all the way from Darling Harbour ? Yes, but you could have plenty of 
air-shafts. You could have air-shafts probably every 20 or 30 yards.
1708. Have you any idea of tbe probable cost of this tunnelling ? No.

1709.
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1709. Tour objection to the scheme now before? the Committee is, I take it, that it ia an inexpensive 
scheme, and that you think that money should not be a consideration? No; I do not say that. I Flavelle, 
consider that the scheme before the Committee is only nominally a cheap scheme, because if it is carried g- 
out, it will be necessary to widen King-street. Even if you only give up a piece of land in front of Hydo “ n®-’ ’ 1 
Park, it is worth money, and must be paid for, or has been paid for. 1 maintain that by the time you
have done with the widening of streets, and have made your extensions—because you must have extensions 
to deal with the eastern suburbs and North Shore traffic—your scheme will be just as expensive as mine, 
and will give no better service.
1710. Tou say that the Kedfern yard is quite large enough for all requirements, and at the same time 
you say that a strip of tbe Cemetery and the Benevolent Asylum ground should he reserved ? Tes. I 
will take the omnibuses and cabs and tramway out of the Kedfern yard, and I would have the station 
practically level with Devonshire-street. Then, by widening Devonshire-street, you would have plenty of 
room in it for all the cab, omnibus, and tram traffic.
1711. Is it not a fact that in London, as well as in other large towns, the cabs are allowed to go into tho 
railway-yards ? Tes ; and I would make Devonshire-street practically the station yard. I would treble 
its width. Besides, it must he remembered that I propose to take the suburban traffic away from 
Redfern, and two-thirds of the present traffic must he suburban traffic.
1712. Would it not be very expensive to bring the suburban traffic to "Wynyard-square in tho way you 
suggest? Tes; but when the Metropolitan railway was first made it cost £1,000,000 a mile, and yet, 
when I was iu England, it was paying 5 per cent, 1 left England in 1879, and the stock then stood over 
par. That railway cost £1,009,000 a mile, and I believe that the extension into the city cost more than 
that; yet it paid.
1713. Do you know that for years the Metropolitan railway did not pay 2 per cent, r The Metropolitan 
District Railway did not, but the Metropolitan railway was paying 5 per cent, when I left London.
1714. Do you think that this Colony, with a population of 1,300,000, would bo justified in tunnelling right 
through Sydney through sandstone formation, to improve the railway accommodation of suburban 
residents ? Decidedly. I think that the extension would be one of the best-paying assets the Colony 
would have.
1715. But you have no estimate of cost? No ; but I know that tho underground railway in London has 
paid, and 1 believe that this extension will pay.
1716. London is a city of 5,000,000 inhabitants—we have a population of only 400,000 ? That is all at 
the present time. I do not think that my scheme would mean more than a mile of tunnelling.
1717. 1 suppose you consider that the persons responsible for tho management of the railways of this 
Colony ought to disregard financial considerations, providing they carry out your views ? I am not going 
to answer a leading question like that. It is absurd. I never made such a statement. I did not say 
that they were to disregard all financial considerations.
1718. Do you think that the Government would be justified in going to the expense of tunnelling
right through the city, as you propose, to make a railway to carry suburban passengers only' ? The .
Government will not carry' out this scheme until it gets expert evidence" as to the cost. I presume that 
the Committee will get expert evidence upon the cost of all these schemes. To put a series of leading 
questions to me is not, to my mind, calculated to bring out direct evidence.
1719. "We have had evidence from other people who propose tunnels, but they have all been appalled at 
the cost ? Tou will have to get at the cost.
1720. We know pretty well what the cost will he? If you know pretty well what the cost will be will
yrou state it. I am afraid you are rather taking up the position of an advocate. ’
1721. Mr. Hmnplter]f.\ Tou propose to bring the suburban traffic along tho Darling Harbour goods line?
Tes.
1722. Do you think that that line would carry all the suburban traffic, which is niuc-tenths of the whole 
of our traffic ? Tho statement that the suburban traffic is nine-tenths of the whole of the traffic disposes 
of the idea that the Redfern yard will not be large enough for a terminal station after the elimination 
of that traffic.
1723. Do you think that tho suburban traffic could be brought over the present goods line ? It could be 
brought along the route of that line, though not on the rails that are now being used. I presume that 
fast-passenger traffic is always carried upon heavier rails than the rails which aro thought good enough 
for slow goods traffic. 'The lino will have to he ballasted and relaid.
1724. But do you propose to use the existing track, or to put down three or four more lines of rails ? I 
propose to use the track of the present line, but not the identical rails now in use.
1725. Are you not aware that the grade down at Darling Harbour is a very steep one ? I know that it 
is. I have watched the heavy goods trains coming up it.
1726. Experts have assured us that that line would bo quite unsuitable for passenger traffic ? The grade 
is very steep, because they try to bring the trains up dose to the Redfern railway station. If they came 
up near to the tunnel, they would get a better grade.
1727. Do you not think that it would be very undesirable to work the goods and passenger traffic on the 
same lines ? No; but there have been other schemes for bringing the goods traffic into town. It has 
been suggested that it might be brought down to Glebe Island and through Camperdown.
1728. Is it your view that the goods traffic should be provided for elsewhere ? Tes, if it could not he 
carried on in four or six hours of the day. On the Metropolitan line they run goods trains between 12 
and 4 a.m. Here, if we do not begin running passenger trams until 5 or C a.m,, and leave off" at 12, wo will 
have five or six hours in which to run goods trains. On the Metropolitan line they deal with an enormous 
goods traffic in four hours.
1729. Do yon suggest that the goods traffic here should be carried over the line in four or five hours of the 
day and the suburban passenger traffic at other times ? Tes.
1730. Tou would make the Darling Harbour line do the whole of tho work? Tes, on two pairs of 
rails.
1731. Have you been through Liverpool ? I have been through Liverpool on my way to New Tork; but 
I do not know the town well.
1732. Have you been to Glasgow? Tes.
1733. Do you remember the principal railway station there ? I do.

1734.
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W. H. 1734. Do you remember its being removed from the south to the north side ? jSro. I only know Glasgow 
Flavelle. £roin a Tja-t 0£ tw0 or tju-gg weeks which I once made there. _ _

1735. Tou are not prepared to speak as to the position of that station ? Jfo. _ _
• u8-> * 1736. Do you know anything of the Lancashire and Xorksh^re, Railway ? I know that it runs into

Liverpool.
1737. Right into the city ? Tes.
1738. Tou do not know the area of that station? No. .
] 739. We have been told that it is 9f acres;—do you know Birmingham ? I have been there twice.
1740. Do you know the New Street station? Tes; and on one side the houses are particularly mean,
and sordid. ■ ’
1741. Is that a central terminus? Fairly so. _ _ _
1742. Do you know the area of it? I do not. It is a through station. It is not a terminus, strictly
speaking. There are very poor buildings alongside the railway there—particularly mean buildings. 
There is a.railway terminus near Regent Park, which is a good residential suburb, with a very large, 
number of really good houses in it. I own property there myself; hut the resumption of land tor this 
terminus has lowered the value of property round about. 1 think the terminus I speak of is tbe terminus 
of the Manchester and Liverpool Railway. The effect of making that terminal station was to convince 
the public that their property was being depreciated, and they opposed the scheme. _ _
1743. When you were speaking of the Metropolitan railway, in estimating its cost were you estimating
the average cost of the whole line, or the particular cost of 1 mile? When I remember the Metropolitan 
railway it only went as far as Moorgate-street, and there was very little room for shunting, though they 
shunted trains every three minutes. It was the portion between Moorgate-street and the Edgeware-road 
that cost £1,000,000 a mile. _
1744. What was the distance? I cannot say. The extension into the city cost a great deal more.
1745. When did the company pay 5 per cent. ? It was paying 5 per cent, when I left England about 1879,
1746. Are you aware that at the present time tho dividend is only 2t per cent. ? I do not know what it 
is now.
1747. The total length of that line is 67 miles, and its total cost £12.000,060? Tes ; hut that line runs 
up to Barrow, which I. remember as a village, I was speaking of that part of it which goes through a 
thickly-populated district—from Edgeware-road towards the city. Tou cannot lump the cost of extending 
the line to Harrow to get an idea of the cost if taken into the city,
1748. Mr. Moskins.l The trains to Harrow load up very well ? Yes.
1749. Mr, All that you meant to say was that a small part of that line cost £1,000,000 a
mile ? I think 4 or 5 miles of it, "if not more, cost that. I do not call that a small part for a metropolitan 
rail wav.
1750. 'Has that part of the line been profitable? Well, it looks like it. When only that part was m 
existence the line paid 5 per cent., and now, 1 understand, it only pays 2| per cent. That looks as if the

• extension were the unprofitable part. _ ...
1751. Is it your opinion that the extension into the city from Redfern will be profitable? I think it will 
be; 3 think the tendency is for every extension into the city to pay well. I remember when the Great 
Eastern Railway Company's shares were down £48 or £50, and less ; hut they extended their line from 
Shoreditch to Liverpool-street, at an enormous cost per mile, and that extension has made the railway very 
profitable, so that, 1 understand, the shares are now abovo par.
1752. So that, while you object to the taking of a portion of Hyde Park, you are of opinion that an

’ extension into the city will be very profitable? If you only bring in the suburban traffic.
1753. Even if the cost of extension ho very high ? Tes.
1754. Have you lived in the railway suburbs for many years ? No ; but I am perfectly aware that the 
suburban people ought to have a railway into town).
1755. Yon are quite of opinion that the railway should he extended into the city ? Tes; for the conven
ience of suburban passengers.
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The Committee further considered the expediency of extending tho Railway system of the Colony^ from 
the present terminus at Redfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

Yarney Parkes, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined
V. Parkes, 1756. Mr. JJumphcry^] Do you desire to give evidence touching the proposal to extend the railway into 
Esq., M.P. the citv ? That is the object of my coming. ,

1757. Have you seen thephm of the proposed route exhibited here, and tbe report of the Royal Commia-
4 Aug., 1897. sion inquired into the whole subject? I have not seen the plan, but 1 know tbe purport of the

Commission’s report, I came here to give general evidence, as a man who, being in a constructional 
occupation, and having a great acquaintance with the city, has formed certain ideas which I should like 
to lay before the Committee—ideas with regard to the effect which I consider the adoption of the Com

’ mission’s report would have upon the future progress and development of the city. _
1758. Tou desire to make a general statement ? I would like to make a short statement. For something 
like eighteen years I have very vigorously followed the occupation of an architect, and during that time
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I have put up extensive buildings in different parte of the city, and have naturally become thoroughly 
acquainted with all the localities round about it. rOf course any man who uses his reason in the pursuit 
of a, professional occupation wail always look to the future progress of a great town like this. My obiecfc

0nullg T6 1™ S1D1V ^ t0,fTtat.e 1 consider that'the day for carrying surface railways into great 
c ties has entirely gone by. We in this Colony have no possibility of watching the course of progress in 
great European countries, except by reading; hut any man who is enthusiastic in his profession will read 
very much upon the subject of new developments. The system of railway communication in use in all 
the great cities of the world is fast becoming an exclusively underground system. Not only do surface 
railways require a lot of space, but they hamper all sorts of trades by the smoke and noise which they 
cause, in bydney, where we have narrow streets and small allotments, which you generally notice, 
because of the incongruous designs of the buildings, it is necessary for professional men to consider tho 
future development, of the city. I fear that the railway, if extended in the manner recommended by the 
Eojal Commission^will be a mistake. J.t must be admitted that the most direct route from Eedfcrn to 
the Circular Quay is the most proper route for an extension of tho line. Therefore, no doubt it is the
ments I'fTh ° C<]!)le ^ ',Tmild 1:6 A vei7 POOL'-improvement upon presentarrange-mciits if the i.ulwuy stopped at fat, James -road. The essential thing is to extend the railway so far into 
the city that country, people can transfer direct from it into the ships lying at the wharfs/and can get 
direct access to the means of communication which we have across the harbour. Then, too, the questten
Lidenno frno't lthI fbhot'1e ls,one that cannot be overlooked, and I say emphatically that all the
evidence goes to show that a bridge cannot be constructed from North Shore to Sydney and that
that^r^d B!^h°U “T 1’(;neath1 tlle w,ater- 1 would dr‘W fhe attention of the Committee to the fact 
that already 1/ miles of electric railways have been constructed under the eity of London, and there are

the mnr t o0fmpfany l’T0 hundreds of miles of electric railways under various great cities. These
in the coin se of a few years will all be m working order. Within the last five years electricity has developed 
in an astonishing way, and withm at least the first ten years of next century, we shall have done away

***** ;md dirty sjstem ot tr-alu ^“lotion. There cannot be the slightest 
not onli hV'thl, 1tlT T tl,e, tcn.3Fe'1™ oi nes1' will be by electricity, and tlie traffic will
wdM Ton ^ t’b * “ becaufiG conducted entirely upon indiarubber tyres. There
Would it tot STfnTT' ITT mTter-’ I/h’nk(!f'he Committee are bound to take into consideration. 
Would it not, therefore, be a better plan, instead of having what is practically a surface lino to take the
vontTT ^ 0U?Te !'r0p°,s®J rout]0’ but underSr0ljnd. I might point out that the only thing that is pre- 
TnnnT /ie eTeT10n T ra,1,war nv to,the Clt>'IS t}le P’PPOtal to take a part of Hyde Park. Whynot 
tlTt tuni ffis hAAStemerr\J havins P llnderSr01^d railway. It is mere sentiment to say
t T c « 0kj Td l'Tty' i 'e Prof’osed extension, if carried underground, would not require a
tunnel so confined or so lengthy as that on tEe Northern line, near Woy IVoy. Tunnels are constructed
nLTf T7 YTeanS T a Steel Shicld' f0ll0WGd b>' a Eteel tobi cased in concrete, and tho pro
well ventTatedTdT°Tbe CirCn ar~;lt be.0Ta1’ to «ccommodate four or five lines of rails, and cat? be 
K made m U TpeGta superc10r to termed an open cutting. When you come to
S teTt exTvnti T0 reaS°n Jr anarea of/T0 Sr 400 feet should not be excavated, and at the bottom 
TTn TTTfi 'T hfnnefCeSS;,rsTrldi;'Sa and platforms might be made. You would then have an open- 
air railway-station. lhat would he what might be termed a calling station, and the railway could be
eTcefilfZof ffindTh^TT h U CirGUTrQuay t0 the Government House grounds. There is an 
excellent dip of land there, which allows for the construction of the best class of wharfage and station
accommodation. This arrangement at once overcomes tho objections to the present scheme on the part of
ScoTwiT'Tr0 6T tbe !JarhD£ T'lrb01lr wilmJr extmded rorad ^ Circular Quay SlyTb ect 
Tf T it bf0re af,te™0jn ,s—first> to remove the sentimental feeling against underground railways
Snno TheT113Tec,dT t0TaV Te ™;!raJr ®n t0 -Ar°Hh Shore’ *»*&»*>* ™ by iSTS»
9U feet hiVh Td ieSt TT ^ ^ ?de °f th° city above SRa-|ovel is Flagstaff Hill, which is only

TT’ d 3 bl’ldee aCir°PS * \e harbour according to the evidence of the experts who have 
given eiidcnce upon various schemes having for their object the ascertaining of the best means of crossing

point of land on the by dney side, and it would be enormously difficult to get an approach to it • therefore 
any harbour conneetion must bo by funnel, and such a connection could be made without any difficulty at 
a 1 by tunnelling from Fort Macquarie to Milson’s Point. I see a very great objection to a surface line 
s oppmg at St. James -road. In the future the railway must be extended never mind what the Com- 
WoiTs ofH1” k0nf ’ °r What b arbament amotions; the situation of the city will force an extension
\\ orks of the kind we are considering can only be carried out in conformity with the physical features 
of tlie country, and the situation of Sydney in that respect will necessitate the bringing o/the line down 
to Circular Quay and the making of connections from there round the margin of the Tater But if you 
TlUfirT !nV° bi‘r1ar^;.r0ad’ as.proposed, and then extend it, you will have to entirely destroy the 
iKtel b fildTr tho bulld,ng,s w Riven bJ the ridge on the eastern side of Macquarfe-street The 
JiTTo T r " T °iriF?Sed PllJ1‘liamectai’y buildings, the site for buildings in the Inner Domain 
of St Mii yT ‘ b6 ,nter£ered With‘ 0f C0UTse’ an altR™ative would be to run round by Tv ay

9- B+U V'fu 6 yo-V obscrved ^at any extension from St. James’-road would be underground P Well - if 
line onl level0 W<ly 1S umlerSr0Ulld> wby ^ould not the other part be underground so as to keep the

17(10. You have not read the report of the Eoyal Commission ? No; but I understand the nature of the 
Commission’s recommendation, and 1 know the levels of the eity
HeCirTiteTnlf 70,1 Wfj° PT!Tly Tnai'al'e, ^ tl,e Tails t0 tho eastern 8"b'irbS, and for an extension to 
T rfFTf, ";ould r1un bdow tho level of Macquarie-Street ? That would he in an open cut I 

trT ’e ’ine 8hould be 100 or 120 feRt below the level of Macquarie-strect. P ’
l/G.. To have them 18 or 20 feet below the surface would not bo sufficient ? No : they should be in a
it TdesirJd tTtryT in SKT °f “ tUmiel gi'’e3 “ 0pP°rtu,,ity for the adoPao11^ electricity when

’I'® a p™ger station 100 foetbdow the .troetkvcl? That woatd b« ™IT
ap lift, » Ir » S ™. ’ P~*“ 70U in “r*”67'« —H I- »«'-h»S *. Mk
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V. Parkes, 
Esq., M.P.

1 Aug., 1897.
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T, Parkes, i Tgj. 
Esq., M.P. '

Because that would prevent jnter- 
vou must make provision for. Ton

4 Aug., 1897.
Then, again. You would get

Mr. Writ]ht.~\ ’Why do you want to be 100 feet underground? 
ference with any future basement construction, whicli is a thing w _ 
must not in anf way hamper the building of'the city, if you can help it. 
a fairer gauge of the level for inlet and exit.
]'76-5. Mr. Eumphcru] At that depth you would be down to the level at wmeh. you would tunnel to 
Milson’s Point? Yee ; the grades in no case, so far as T can see, would be more than l m MU. me 
Miicqunric-street ridge is n place destined for the construction ot public buildings, refine ina e i ^ or 
that purpose, iust as artifiL-e could liavc made it. It is a magnificent ridge, cummandmff all pom s o 
As to tbe objection to tbe taking of tlm Bark, that is merely a sentimental objection. _ Tbe 1 ark should be 
left for the construction of great public buildings. There is no doubt that tlie city mus' le^e
placeR, aud it is not necessary to cramp our great buildings. In my opinion, Hyde 1 ..i t won o t e 
proper place to have the Houses of Parliament. Anyone designing the city would never dream ot putting 
great public buildings into a crowded space. Besides you can never tell what the contingencies o a 
nation may be, and wherever Parliament meets the Parliament buildings should have an enormous space 
around them, not only to give room for public ceremonies, but also that m tunes of strife they may be 
capable of defence and isolation. Tn every country in the world the Parbamentary buildings are so placed 
that troops can be thrown round them at a moment’s notice, and so that room is provided tor anv great
.public ceremony. In all probability, wlmu wo come to have greater wisdom in these things, y e ai wis 
where our Parliamentary buildings will be erected, . . „
17(j(i. Arc you not aware that a site has already been selected ? Yes and so long as it remains only a 
site very little harm is done. What one Parliament does another Parliament may alter ; but where you 
can, without anv difficulty, take a railway underground, why should you destroy vain able surface and 
disfin-ure the appearance of the city. As a public and as a professional man. I Iook forward (o the magni
ficent development of this city as" the most picturesque, tho cleanest, and tho least mconvenient m the 
world, and it will be so if we carefully guard these things. To bring the railway mto the citv by a surface 
line would bo quite unjustifiable. With regard to tho line running round to the other side ot the city, 
there is no doubt that the only extension that can be made is an extension for goods traihe mo lar us 
mv judgment goes, 1 do not think that any sort of hue on tlie other side would be serviceable unless i 
skirted tbe water's edge, and then it should join this passenger extension. I t will be .lust .as inconvenient 
for people to take a cab to the wharfs or to their hotels from St. .Tames-road as from -.ed crn. . gam, i 
the proposed scheme were carried out. St. James’ Church would be ultimately destroyed. ' im i' w 011 
he a wise thing to take Ihe slation to the site of the present Girls’ High School. I think that that would 
give ample accommodation for a call station, provided thot the mam station was constructed sotney here 
down near Government House. Those arc briefly the opinions which T. hold upon tbe question of railway- 
extension into the citv. Tbe Commission were, no doubt, perfectly rtgbc m recommending the most 
direct route. The only objection I have to their proposal is that they recommend a surface line.
1767. You propose not to go through the Park to Macquane-strcet, but to go through the lark as tar as 
the site of the Girls’ High School ? I would come through the Park to about Market-street, and then 
take a curve on to the site of the Girls’ High School. ^
1768. That is where you would have a daylight station ? Yes. , v
1769. Hate you considered all the objections which have been urged against the tunnel scheme . les ;
I have read them through very carefully. . . , . .. i .. u„
1770. Would you approve of (he adoption of a tunnel scheme if steam traction is to be continued to be 
used ? Yes : 1 do not see the.slightest objection to it. We have a double line of railway running throng i 
a tunnel H mile long, nenr the Hawkesbury. and there is no inconvenience caused by that arrangement. 
That tunnel you cannot ventilate, because it is something like 150 below the surface, but there is nothing
to prevent vour having a good system of ventilation in the tunnels I propose. . T
1771. But have you considered the large number of trains which would have to pass through the tunnel
you propose ? Tt would not matter if the trains ran every five or ten minutes. ,
1772. With regard to the Xonh Shore connection, you are quite clear that it should be by tunnel and not 
by bridge ? Yes, and I have studied the matter very carefully. If wo had close to the water s edge high 
points from which yon could carry a suspension bridge it would be different. ISot having those high 
points, we should have to build towers to carry the bridge, and the grades approaching the bridge would 
be verv strong. The alternative would be'to put piers in the harbour, but any one who has studied the 
effect of the ebb and flow of tidal waters, where there is no river to create a scour must knovv that a pier 
100 or 200 feet wide would be a block to tbe traffic If there was such a rock m the harbour Jte Govern
ment would blow it out to give easier navigation. I consider that a bridge connection is simply impossible
1773. Apparently the only difference between your views and the recommendation of tho Commission is
that you would extend the railway into the. city through a tunnel instead of on the surface . Yes, and 1 
would continue it on to near Government House. ,
1771.. 1 suppose vou reco-imse that the advantages of substituting electricity for steam could be applie 
to either scheme,"and the nuisance created bv steam would he minimised? Ihe adoption of electricitv as 
a motive-power would do awav with all nuisance if the line were carried on the surface; hut my objection 
to the destruction of the surface would still remain, An open cuttmg-and yon ’mist htu-e roads on each 
side of it—destroys the uniformity of the city, prevents tho proper regulation of the traffic, am. is always 
the source of a certain amount of danger, if it ia not well guarded. M by break the surlace of the ground, 
and destroy the citv if you can carry the railway underground. _
1775. Of course it "is a matter of argument? 1 do not think it admits of argument. '
1776, Touching the present terminal arrangements at Kedfern, have you given them any consideration . 
I know that they are most ill-arranged and jumbled together.

. .. "I, I, _ J.,..-..-],....,,! rt "I? . T—,
w that tney are mosi Iii-arraugeu uuu JULIIUIOU , -__
You quite a<n*ee with the evidence tendered to the Royal Cemmission that some immediate change 

must take place at°thc Bedferu station ? Ho sane man could say otherwise ; we must have a change. 
To have the railway yard congested as it is is certainly a source of danger. , .
1778 From your knowledge of the passenger traffic, do you think that there should be an extension tor 
both long distance and short distance passenger traffic? I do not think it would be worth while to relieve 
the traffic at one congested point to congest it again at Hyde Park. That would be absurd. The real 
thing to be done is to carry the line rignt throught to the Government House grounds, where you will 
have plenty of room to deal with both long-distance and suburban passenger traffic. 1779
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1779. I suppose you Lave given some consideration to tLe inconvenience 
gers at the present time ? Yes.
1780. Will you briefly state whether, in your opinion, there is a loss of time in transferring from 4<2ugA^897
trains to the trams and other means of conveyance into the eity, and whether the tram system is sufficient ’ '
to meet all requirements, keeping in view the proposed electric tramway in George-street? Yes ; 1 hold
very distinct opinions upon this point. Although I was only a young man at the lime, just commencing 
my professional career, [ thought, when they were first putting down our tramways, that a great waste of 
money was being entered upon. Where you have a tramway in the streets over which vehicular traffic is 
passing it must always require repairing. Our tramways must, up to date, have cost nearly twice as much 
as the railways would have cost. The inconvenience of transferring trom train to tram is most aggravating 
to travellers Ever since I was a schoolboy 1 have travelled backwards and forwards from the city to 
Liverpool, and 1 know that this transfer is a source of great annoyance and inconvenience to passengers.
I think, too, that it was a blunder on the part of the Government to enter upon the construction of an 
electric tramway in George-street to relieve the Eh/aheth-street tramway. 1 think that the George-street 
tramway ought never to have been built, or it ought to have been built, uot as a line to take the railway 
traffic, but perhaps to take the Glebe Point traffic. It should, too, have been underground, like an 
electric railway. The trams never have been an assistance to the suburban and country passenger 
traffic, and it is absolutely essential, if things are to be done properly, for the railway to be extended into * 
tbe city to the furthermost point.
1781. Afr. Slack."] Lo you think the space available at the site uf the Girls’ High School is large enough 
for a station such as you propose ? I think so. On the eastern side you are not surrounded by buildings 
there, and the site is quite capable of extension. Por a calling-station, 1 think it is large enough.
1782. I suppose you are familiar with that part of Hydo Park upon which it is proposed to erect a railway
station ? Yes. ' "
1783. Have you noticed that there is a considerable slope from the centre walk to Elizabeth-streot ? Yes ; 
there is a good slope.
1781. "Would you be surprised to learn that there is a drop of nearly Id feet? I daresay there would be 
a drop of 10 or Id feet. "
l“8d. Then, to get a level surface, a good deal of cutting-away would have to be done ? Yes.
17S(i. Would not such a cutting destroy the appearance of the locality? Ves ; if you take a quarter or 
one-half of Hyde Park for railway construction you may as well take the whole of it. Yot only will you 
have to make provision for the railway, but you will also have to make provision for trams, omnibuses, 
vans, and all sorts of vehicular traffic. The whole area of Hyde Park would not be too much lor a central 
station ; aud, in all probability, the whole of that area would have to be cut down from Id to 20 feet.
1787. In the scheme which you advocate I suppose you propose to carry off tho smoke by means of 
numerous ventilating shafts? Yes ; you can get a terrific ventilation in a tunnel by hydraulic apparatus.
As a matter of fact, in the electric tunnels, where the trains practically just (it the tunnels, tho rush of 
air made by the moving trains is so great as almost to blow a person out of the mouth of the tunnel.
By the introduction of hydraulic force you could make an enormous draught in these tunnels.
17SS. Then, too, it is the tendency of smoke to ascend? Yes ; you could make an artificial draught most 
easily, and without great cost.
1789. Your scheme, as I understand it, would not so much have the effect of lessening the difficulty of 
marshalling the trains at Eedfcrn, us it would operate to bring people into and through tho city ? Yes; 
that is its object. "
] 790. Have you considered that portion of Mr. Selfe’s scheme which proposes to widen the railway yard 
from Eedferu to Eveleigh by the resumption of a large portion of land on the western side ? Yes; but 
1 cannot see auy object in that. If you are going to centre the railway at Eedfcrn you must resume 
more land ; but I take it that every sensible man in the country has come to the conclusion that it is a 
most improper thing to keep the railway right out of the city, and that the traffic should be concentrated 
at the water’s edge. '
1791. But where at the water’s edge are you going to find room for marshalling trains, storing engines,
and so on ? If you will compare the area available at Ifort Macquarie with that available at Hyde Park, 
you will see that it will be quite sufficient. *
1792. Notwithstanding your desire ip preserve the beauty of tho city at Hydo Park, will you not inter
fere with its beauty by constructing a central station on tho Government House grounds? Ves ; but in 
travelling through the world you must have noticed that the water’s edge close to the cities is where all 
the ships and cranes and lorries work. The water’s edge in a great city is always the centre of traffic ; 
but this traffic is low down where it is not seen. You will never prevent the splendid deep water of our 
harbour from being the very acme of vigorous commercial traffic. What docs it matter if you have cranes, 
aud steamboats, and wharfs where I suggest. They will not affect the beauty of the city. Our great 
public buildings must be put upon elevated positions. You do not think of beautifying tho water’s edge 
where the wharfs must bo.
1793. T suppose you have heard that the Eoyal Commission recommended as compensation for the loss of 
Hyde Park the dedication of the old Cemetery in Levonshire-street as a reserve ? Yes.
1791. Have you any idea what it would cost to remove the holies from that Cemetery and re-inter them 
somewhere else ? I doubt whether it would be necessary to remove them. If you remove them, the cost 
would be enormous, as you would practically have to excavate the whole area to a depth of 7 feet, because 
1 believe the coffins lie close together, almost touching each other.
1793. Under such circumstances, reinterment would bo impossible ? If yon attempted to remove the 
bodies, you would have almost to move the entire soil.
179G. You think that a large portion of the soil there is simply disintegrated human flesh ? Yes; it 
must be.
1797. Under such circumstances, removal and reinterment is difficult, if not impossible ? Yes ; 1 do not 
think anybody could think of it. The Town Hall is built upon the site of a cemetery ; but they never 
thought of removing tho bodies there. On one occasion when I had to report upon the foundations of 
the Town Hall, we got a good collection of old coffins and bones.
1798. Lo you not think that the relatives of those who aro buried at Devonshire-street would object to tho 
use of the place as a park unless the bodies were first removed ? The great objection to the proposed

arrangement

experienced by suburban passen- gjc jjp’
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1>aM t>’ alTal'|gcment is that Hyde Part is the very pick site of the city for public buildings. There is no relation 
of value between the two.

4 Aue 1897 You mean to say that for public purposes there can be no comparison between the two sites ? Ho.
’’ ' 1800. You think that Hyde Park ia of unsurpassed situation and of beautiful sorroundings ? Ho doubt

• about it. It was a wise.thing to dedicate it in the first place.
1801. Do you not think that the excavation of a large area of ground with a heavy embankment on one 
side, and the erection upon tbe site thus prepared of buildings with the roof architecture whicli is 
inseparable from all forms of station construction would inlerfere with the beauty of the surroundings, 
and with the value of public buildings in the neighbourhood? If you sank the station at a great level, 
you would have a very ornamental approach to it; you would have a very ornamental wall round it; and 
the buildings themselves, if nicely constructed, would not bo objectionable as you looked down upon them.
1802. But I am speaking of the scheme recommended by the Commission ? Ho doubt if you come near 
the surface there will be an objection. The design before the Committee is, however, a very pretty one.
1803. But it does not show the whole of the station-yard? I do not, think any great objection could be 

' taken to a station building as designed. The exception I take is to tbe impossibility of future extension,
. and also to tbe annoyance caused by a surface line.

1804. You do not think it would be possible to get to the Circular Quay from St. James’-road if the 
proposed scheme were carried out? Hot without a terrific destruction of property and of sites for 
public buildings.
ISOo. I suppose it would be almost impossible to tunnel from an above-ground station at Hydo Park ? 
The grade would be preposterous. '
1806. Then you could only get to Horth Shore by means of a bridge ? Yes.
1807. That would necessitate the overhead crossing of George and Pitt streets ? Yes, which would be 
most costly and unsightly. Such an extension would never pay interest upon its cost. A bridge from 
Hyde Park to Horth Sydney would be an enormous undertaking.
1808. It is proposed, in tbe case of an extension to Horth Shore to go, not from Hyde Park, but by 
detour from Liverpool-street ? Overhead.
1809. Partially ? How far ■would you go overhead.
1810. I do not think we have any particulars ? 1 should say that that scheme was impossible financially.
1811. Are yon aware that the proposed scheme involves the raising of Park-street? Yes,
1812. That would very much increase the difficulty of traction for all real traffic coming from 'Woolloo
mooloo ? Yes ; aud there would be very strong complaints against it. The grade from William-street 
now is almost too great. You see what a difficulty there is with these severe grades, directly we come to 
wood-block them.
1813. Would not the tendency of such an arrangement be to turn traffic from Park-street and send it 
round by King-street or Liverpool-street? Yes; the traffic would make a detour.
1814. That would increase the difficulties which now arise from the narrowness of King-street ? Yes.
1815. Do you not think that the construction of a central station at Hyde Park, and the consequent 
concentration of traffic there would make it necessary to widen some of the streets which give an approach 
to that place ? Yes; as I explained before, a central slation would have to provide, not only for the 
railway traffic, but for a vehicular traffic connected with the railway service. As much room would have 
to be left for foot passengers and vehicular traffic as for purely railway purposes. If I understand your 
question, you mean would there be sufficient space for the traffic which would be accumulated round the 
great central railway station in these thoroughfares. I say that there would not. All these streets are 
very narrow.
1816. If it became necessary to widen them, would not the resumptions cost a tremendous amount of 
public money ? Ho doubt about it, I am not prepared to say that resumptions would be necessary, 
though it appears to me that they would,
1817. Do you not think that the construction of a railway station at St. James’-road would seriously 
interfere with foot passengers going from the cify to lYoolloomooloo and in that direction ? Yes ; unless 
the railway were underground,
ISIS. I suppose you are aware that one of the arguments advanced in favour of the proposed extension is 
that it will pay from the beginning—that, in addition to those who now use the trams to get to Kedfern, 
you will get those who take the omnibuses or who come to town in other ways ? Judging from my 
knowledge of human nature, as every public man will judge, I know that the moment this railway is 
constructed the people will require a cheapening of railway fares. The public are always clamouring for 
the best accommodation at the most economical rates. The construction of this railway must not be 
looked upon as a means of bringing revenue to the country, because it is not. The extension is necessary 
simply for the completion of our great railway system, and it is one of those public duties which the 
people owe to themselves to see that it is carried out whether it pays or not.
1819. In any case one of the reasons why the people of the suburbs are clamouring for ibis extension is 
that they want to be carried for a half-penny over a distance for which they are charged Hd, at present ? 
It is not only the people of the suburbs, but the people of the country generally who clamour for this 
exteusion. The extension must be made ; but it cannot be treated as a paying concern, because it will

. never add anything to the revenue.
1820. Should there be any return from the extension it will be because of tbe increased distance tbe 
public are carried, not because you change tbe site of tbe central railway station ? Ho.
1821. If that be so, you may gain revenue without moving the central railway station ? I do not think 
that is a fair conclusion to draw, and it is a very difficult question to answer, because it demands such an 
amount of argument. ]f you leave Kedfern station just as it is to-day, as the suburban traffic becomes 
greater, and the country traffic more vigorous, the public will ask tbe Commissioners to lessen the rates.
1822. It has been stated by the late Mr. Eddy and by Mr. Parry that even if you construct a new railway 
station at St. Jamcs’-road, within twenty-five years other central stations, which they call suburban 
stations, will also be required. Do you view that as an admission that there are other places in the city 
available for the construction of railway stations ? In the opinion of engineers there are plenty of places 
available for tbe construction of railway termini. The great point I make, and the point ■which I would 
like to impress upon the Committee, is that we must provide for the adoption of electric traction. So 
many great minds have been brought to bear upon the development of electrical science that within the

first
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first ten years of nest century you will not only have all electric traction, but you will have traction upon Parkes, 
absolutely noiseless principles. Esq,, SI.It
1823. Your argument is that in extending tbe line we should adopt some scheme which, while equal to
present requirements will have due regard to all the possibilities of the future? Yes; and which will ^ ''
save the surface of the city. , ,
1824. It follows, then, that, even if there should be some temporary unpleasantness, as some people 
have argued there would he in connection with a tunnel scheme, it would not he of a permanent 
character, and it would be sot off by the maintenance of Hydo Park as a possession of the people ? I 
consider the objections to tunnelling as merely sentimental, because, as J have pointed out, it is quite 
possible to ventilate tunnels perfectly. In my opinion the proper thing is always to take city railways 
underground. There is no real tangible objection to this course on the ground of discomfort.
1825. Have you considered that, inasmuch as your scheme provides for a connection with North Shore, 
and there is a return from North Shore by way of Hornsby, it would not be necessary to have so many 
lines of rail through the city as if there was a dead end before we reached Port Jackson ? Yes ; that 
will diminish the necessity of having so many lines of rails. The northern suburbs people, instead of 
coming in by train in the way they do now, would come through North Shore.
1826. But as we arc considering the interests of suburban residents, sliould we not consider the interests 
of residents of the northern suburbs ? Undoubtedly.
1827. So far it would appear that they have not been considered in this matter ? Undoubtedly they 
ought to bo considered.
1828. Are you familiar with the suburbs along the Milson’s Point railway? Yes.
1829. Do you consider that with railway connection with the city there will be a great increase of popula
tion there ? The increase during the last five years has been astonishing.
1830. But if they had direct connection by railway it would be much greater ? Nothing could be more 
satisfactory in the dcvelopment of a place than the increase of population upon the North Shore. The 
greater part of it is city now.
1831. It has been said by witnesses that the omission of smoke and soot from railway engines will not be 
detrimental to ihe foliage of the trees, nor likely to interfere with the purity of the atmosphere ;—do 
you agree with that statement ? It would certainly affect the appearance of buildings. 3rou can see 
an illustration of the eflect of the smoke from tramway motors in the building opposite. 'When smoke 
and steam are constantly_ being wafted on to a. building they must affect it; though 1 do not know 
whether they affect the foliage of trees. The noise caused by the motors is objectionable, as well as the 
smoke.
1832. Do you think the noise of the trains would be likely to interfere with the comfort of people 
residing near Hyde Park ? Yes ; I think so, if they run on the surface.
1833. Do you think it would interfere with the proceedings of the Supreme Court? If at the present 
moment the Judges will send out to stop hammering, I do not know what they will do when the trains 
begin whistling and bustling about. I know that when I was doing some alterations to St. James’
Cnurch I was stopped for whole days at the command of the Chief Justice. He would not even allow a 
pick to be put into a piece of stone. ■
1834. You are aware that, having^ regard to the religious sensibilities of those who attend St. James’
CSmrch and St. Mary s Cathedral, it is proposed to suspend the traffic during church-time ? Yes, tha 
might be done; but I look upon all these objections as petty. The really great thing is the building up 
of this magnificent city. No doubt there are hundreds ol little things iu connection with the scheme 
which might be objected to.
1835. There, are various grounds.of objection held by different people, aud it is through these various 
forms of objection that antagonism to a scheme such as this is built up;—if you will understand the 
weight of public antagonism you must inquire into all its causes ? Yes; I do not think that the inter
ference with the service at St, James' Church would be a matter worth taking cognisance of.
1836. If tbe religious sensibilities of . those who worship in Protestant and in Catholic churches are to 
be considered by the railway authorities, should not the religions sensibilities of those who worship in the 
Jewish Synagogue also be considered ? No doubt.
1837. That would involve the suspension of traffic upon Saturdays? Yes.
1838. Mr. Wright.] Did I understand you to say that Flagstaff Hill is only 90 feet above high-water 
mark ? It is 89 feet above high-water mark,
1839. Is it higher than the top of King-street? No ; I think that the ridge at the top of King-street is
a few feet higher. #
1840. The scheme submitted by myself as a member of the Stuart Government, in 1884, was to tunnel 
under Hyde Park, with a station at Liverpool-street, and an underground sstation at King-street, Prom 
there the line would have gone across Macquane-street, behind the Mint and public buildings, with a 
partially open station at Bridge-street, aud then on to Port Macquarie with a loop-line to Circular Q.uay ?
If that was the scheme put forward, it suggested what is no doubt the correct solution of the difficulty.
1841. There was great public clamour against that scheme? Yery likely.
1842. You suggest a tunnel 100 feet deep ? When I say 100 feet, 1 do not give that as the exact depth.
What I mean is to tunnel sufficiently deep to meet the case—the depth might be 75 or 80 feet.
1843. If the tunnel is at a depth of SO feet, what sort of excavation would, you have at vour railway
station ;—would uot the debris nearly fill up Darling Harbour? There are plenty of places where it 
could easily be used. r
1844. The original proposal was to have a tunnel 50 feet deep ? Perhaps that would be enough. The 
matter of depth does not affect the scheme.
1845. You mentioned 100 feet merely as a rough approximation ? Yes.
1846. You think that any extension would be incomplete, unless it went as far as the water’s edge? I
do not thmk it would be worth while to bring the railway from Kedfern to Hyde Park to have it at 
Hyde Park. -
1847.. I understood you to say that you considered the Macquarie-street route as eminently adapted for 
public buildings ? As you come into the harbour, the first thing you see is that ridge. It is like tho 
backbone of a city. Tou see it from every point, of view, and it ia there that your fine buildings should 
be situated.

1848.
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V. Pa-rkes, 1S48. Yet you say that yon think Hyde Park should be preserved as a site for public buildings ? Yes ; I 
tsq., M.P. ain 0£ 0p{1ji011 tha{; l-ly<ie Park is where Parliament House should be.

4 AiT^ISS" 1819. you not thin!; that the piece of ground on the ridge you speak of, between Bridge-street and St. 
ug'' '' Mary’s, is sufficiently largo to accommodate all the public buildings Sydney is likely to require for 

centuries to comeP That is all very well, if you are going to crowd these buildings together, separating 
them only by walls. Public buildings sliould have open spaces arouud them. It would be a great mis
take to crush them against one another. _
1850. You think that the beauty-spots of the city should he preserved to furnish sites for good buildings P 
Yes.
1S51. Have you read the evidence given by the late Chief Commissioner of Hallways before the Eoyal 
Commission? Ho.
1852. You are possibly not aware that he thought an extension to the Circular Quay was not warranted 
by tbe probable traffic ? While I have not read that evidence, I have seen it iu the newspapers, and I 
know exactly what the opinions of the late Mr. Eddy were. I know he said that it was not necessary to- 
carry the railway to Circular Quay.
18513. Are you aware that ouc of the primary reasons why he supported this scheme was that he could get 
a large revenue from it without taxing the people more than they are taxed at the present time ? That 
is, if the line is taken to Hyde Park. _ _
1854.. V es ? I expect ho did say so, but I do not think that is a point worth considering. In my opinion, 
we ought to look at this question from the point of view of public men.
1S55. Do you not consider the late. Mr. Eddy an authority? No doubt he was, hut. even very great men
are not infallible. A master architect may make a most beautiful and clever design on one occasion, and 
may fail on another. So Mr. Eddy might have been at fault in this instance. I think he was.
185(j. You think additional revenue would not be obtained by this extension ? I doubt it very much.
1857. You adhere to the view that any extension should go underground, and will eventually bo worked 
by electricity ? Yes.
1858. Have you been to Europe ? No; but I am well acquainted with what transpires there, because I 
take eare to be well posted up in all receut developments.
1850. Vou arc aware that the temperature of London is lower than that of Sydney ? Yes.
1860. Are you aware that the tunnels there are insufferably hot? Yes; hut you cannot make a com
parison between the old underground railway and present-day construction.' They have put down 47 miles 
of electric railway in London, and the ventilation is so great that, as a matter of fact, they are making 
inventions to provide against draughts. ' i
1861. If wo do not alter our railway system from steam to electricity, would you still think that the line
should be underground ? Wo should make provision for the alteration. Wc may not be alive some 
years hence ; but we must not leave things in such a state that people who come after us will say that 
our ideas were ignominious. It is useless to expend a large sum of money upon work which may be 
undone twenty years hence. _
1862. Your contention is that we should advance with the times, and have underground railways driven 
by electricity ? Yes; but at tbe present we might be content with steam traction. _

. 1863. If the late Chief Commissioner has pointed out that any application of electricity would not be
advantageous, what about underground lines then? Of course, his is only the opinion of one man. I do 
not think that it should overrule that of every other mortal creature.
IS64. But that is also the opinion of several other scientific men ? They may he in error.
1865. AVTe must he guided by tlie opinions expressed by the witnesses who como before us;—notwith
standing the evidence which was placed before the Commission, do yon think that any extension into the 
city should be so planned as not to interfere with public reserves or private property—that the line 
should go underground ? Yes. Wherever you construct a railway in the city you should prevent any 
interference with the surface.

. 1866. Mr. ]?eganl\ I understood you to say that the taking away of the Park was a mere matter of 
sentiment—that sooner or later it must he used for public purposes ? It should be left available for 
public purposes.
1867. Yhn suggest that it should be a site for Parliament House, the Law Courts, and so forththe
main objection to tbe scheme we are considering is that it prevents the use of the Park for recreation ? 
The great objection, I believe, is to taking away a valuable piece of land from the citizens which has been 
dedicated to their use. I do not think there is only one reason for this objection, because I have heard 
about a dozen. _ _
1868. But that is the chief objection? I consider the chief objection to be that a fine site like Hyde 
Park should not be used for railway purposes, but should be kept for a better purpose.
1869. You believe that it would be better to reserve it as a site for public buildings, such as new Houses 
of Parliament ? Y es.
1870. If you are to tunnel to a depth of 100 feet, where do you propose to commence to descend I 
should tunnel at whatever depth might he necessary to keep the line on a level without incommoding 
basements.
1871. Would you go under Belmore Park ? You could not go under Bel.morc Park. The tunnel would 
commence somewhere about Liverpool-street. There'is not much difference between the level of Belmore 
Park and that of Government House grounds. Belmore Park is very low. ' The tank stream used to run 
through there.
1872. How would you get over Belmore Park ? You would have to run over the surface, I presume.
1873. How would you get over Devonshire-street and into Belmore Park? You would have to go through 
a cutting across the burial-ground. Then you would be practically on the level of Belmore Park. At the 
first opportunity, which would he about Liverpool-street, you would commence to tunnel, and you would 
be able to run a tunnel straight through almost right to the water’s edge.
1874. Your first station would, be where the Girls’ High School now stands ? Yes. So far as I can see 
that would he the only call station'required.
1875. You would be some distance underground there ? Yes; perhaps 75 feet.
1876. How do you propose to make that station ? I think the wisest plan would he to excavate a

' site for it.
1877.

*
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1877. And bow would you got to it? That difficulty could easily be got over by using hydraulic lifts.
1878. How would you go from the High School to Government House grounds ? I would take as direct 
a route as possible, j. would go right under Macquarie-street, and almost straight down to the water.
1879. What would be the cost of the scheme you propose ? So far as the excavation was concerned, if 
you were to allow a little time for it, you would find that all the stuff would be removed for nothing. The 
city of Sydney is built upon magrvificient sandstone roct, and if you were to allow fifteen months for this 
excavation, there is not the slightest doubt that you would get hack every penny of its cost. I have 
excavated for building-sites in the city of Sydney, and I have always made money hy tho excavations, 
unless I had to remove shale or poor stuff. 'Wherever we have had rock to remove I have always been 
able to dispose of it.
1880. I think you will admit that tbe probable coat of this scheme is an important point? I think that 
the cost of a tunnel scheme would not he greater than that of a surface scheme. It would take 
longer to construct, but it would not cost more.
1881. Would you remove Government House ? Tes.
1882. What could you build another Government House for ? So far as that is concerned, a new Govern
ment House will have to bo built within the next ten years. I have been told by tradesmen who have 
been working there that the present building is perished. Under any circumstances it null have to be 
pulled down shortly.
1883. But the cost of rebuilding it must be taken into consideration as part and parcel of this scheme? 
I think not. because the building is not worth considering. It is not worth £500 in Ihe argument.
1881. I would like to buy it for that ? If yon were to give £500 for ihe material, you would lose money 
upon the bargin.
1885. Ho yon not think that tlie site of Government House is as valuable as, if not more valuable than, 
Hyde Bark ? If you como to discuss relative costs there is more land to he resumed under the present 
proposal than with a tunnel scheme. If you extend the railway from St. James’-road enormous resump
tions will be necessary, and in the-end. I think, you would find that the cost of the present scheme, if 
completed, would be a third greater than that of the tunnel scheme.
1880. But how would you compare the two sites I have named ? Hydo Park is undoubtedly tbe more 
valuable.

V. Parkes, 
Esq., M.P.

4 AujpJ8!t7.

1887. Prom a recreative point of view, is it superior to Government House grounds ? Yes, no doubt.
1888. Could not the Government House grounds be taken under the proposed scheme to provide land for 
recreation purposes ? Tes ; but water-frontage right in the heart of a big city should never be used for 
recreation purposes.
1889. Have you made any estimate of the cost of your call station? I have made no estimate. Tou will 
find that all estimates given in evidence like this are problematical. Looking at the matter on broad 
grounds, I have not the slightest doubt that an underground railway would be the cheaper of the two.
1890. Tou admit, however, that the removal of the railway from Eedferu into the eity should bo carried 
out without tho least delay? Ho doubt.
1891. Is it not a fact that from time to time the residents of the suburbs have approached the Com
missioners to have the fares cut down ? Tes.
1892. .And time after time their requests have been refused ? Time after time they have been granted.
1893. Is it not a fact that two years ago an agitation was got up for the reduction of suburban fares, and
that the Chief Commissioner refused to make any reduction, because he said that the railways must he 
made to pay ? Yery likely, but I do not recollect it. I have been with deputations asking forreduetions 
in the cost of season-tickets, and they have succeeded. Seven years ago we used to pay £25 a year to 
travel from Liverpool, now- we only pay £18 a year. "
1891. I think you will admit that the people of Sydney arc in a different position from the people of 
London or Liverpool, where they have several competing lines of railways, and whore, if one railway will 
not reduce its rates another will r I think that a State railway management is more likely to reduce fares 
than are the directors of a private company.
1895. That, of course, is upon the condition that the line is paying ? Tes ; but it has become a well- 
founded principle that national railways do not pay.'
189G. Do not our railways pay ? Tho reports say that they pay, but tbe same reports say that upon a 
certain number of lines we arc losing £300,000 a year.
1897. According to the evidence of the late Commissioner, a small extra charge would not increase what 
the people have to pay now, hut it would bring in much more revenue to the railway? That might be so 
until the lino had been open twelve months, and then people would bring unanswerable arguments in 
favour of a reduction, and a reduction would be made. Tou cannot reckon upon tbis extension as a 
payable affair. Eailway fares have to be reduced and reduced, and I do not believe we will gain a penny 
in railway revenue by this extension.
189-S. ’What is the whole length of your tunnels ? There would be one a little over half-a-mile in length, 
and another a little over tbrec-IJuarlers of a mile.
1899. Where does your first tunnel come out ? At the site of the Girls’High School. The other tunnel 
would end just about opposite Government House gates.
1909. What would be the probable cost of the tunnelling? I can only give you a general reply to that 
■question. In tunnelling now-a-days, they work behind a shield, and they do not take out an atom more 
than they absolutely require to move. The work is done expeditiously, by means of machinery, whereas 
for open cuttings you must employ hand labour. The excavation of the tunnel must cost less than the 
•excavation of an open cutting.
1901. What would your open cuts from Devonshire-street to Belmore Park cost? Hot very much.
1902. Would there be any buildings to remove ? Only some old Government buildings,
1903. Mr. J?oberts.~] Is it not probable that, owing to the thickness of the walls of the proposed station 
building at St. James’-road, the noise of the trains will be kept in, and there will be no interference what
ever with the business of the Supreme Court ? I might point out that tbe proposed station building will 
stand by itself, and that the trains will not run into it. They will be out in the open. Therefore that 
building will only be a slight check upon the noise.
1904. But the platforms are to bo covered over? If they are covered over completely .that will not keep
in the constant shrieking of whistles, the noise caused hy the bumping of buffers, and the hissing of steam 
from the safety-valves, 1905.
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Pa^ep 1903. Are you bearing in mind that St. James’-road will divide the stations from the Supreme Court;— 
will not the trains be a reasonable distance away, so that the inconvenience would be at least very slight? 

4 Aug., [S<37. ^ there would be considerable noise and hubbub. If you have ever been, to a performance in the 
old Exhibition Building you would know what disturbance ia caused by tbe noise of tho trains in the 
Redfern yard, which is much further away from the Exhibition liuilding than the proposed station will 
be from the Supreme Court.
1906, Then if this scheme is adopted the Supreme Court will have to be removed ? Tes, I am sure of it. 
If this scheme is to bo adopted it will be better to take the whole block where the Supreme Court and 
St. James’ Church stand, and shut up St. Jamcs’-road,
1907. In estimating the cost of the work, do you think that the removal of those buildings and the erec
tion of a new Court elsewhere should be put upon tbe debit side ? Tes ; though it would not be many 
years before the construction of a new Supreme Court would be inevitable.

- 190S. liou recommend the removal of the Supreme Court and St. James’ Church? Tes.
1909. But do you think that the noise from the trains will be greater than the noise now created by the 
trams ? A railway station there would be a most intolerable nuisance. The Hospital patients would com
plain of it immensely. I believe that we made a great error in putting a hospital there ; but there it is, 
the biggest hospital iu the Southern Hemisphere. The patients would be terribly disturbed, by the noise

, of tbe trains,
1910. And you think that the railway would be an inconvenience to the various places of worship round
the Park ? Tes, ■
1911. Would there uot be the same inconvenience if your scheme wrere adopted? No; because sound 
waves do not rise upwards. If a man is w'orking in a quarry you cannot hear him until you get right to 
the edge. If you go up St. James’ spire yon can hardly hear the noise of the traffic below, though you 
would hear it a mile away if you were down on the surface of the ground. The reason is that sound waves 
travel horizontally.
1912. Is it not a fact that tunnels are only used in railway construction when it is impracticable to get 
from one place to another in any other way ? And where railways aro taken through great cities.
1913. Would not a daylight line give much more comfort to the passengers ? I do not think so. I think 
yon would completely spoil the city by running a surface line through it.
1914. In recommending tho continuation of the line to G-overnment House have you considered whether 
there would be sufficient passenger traffic to make it pay ? Undoubtedly the traffic to the Circular Quay 
would be enormous. As to the question of the line paying, I do not believe it would.
1915. Do you think the time has arrived when this work sliould be carried out ? Certainly, and the line 
should be taken right down to the Circular Quay.
1916. In the event of a line being taken across to North Sydney, where would it join the Milson’s Point 
line? It would go across from Port Macquarie to Milson’s Point; but I do not know exactly where it 
would join the other line.

THURSDAY, 5 AUGUST, 1897.

THOMAS THOMSON EWING-
The Hon. Predebick Thomas Humphehy.
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The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G.
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The Hon, Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq. '

, Esq. (Chairman).
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Peg-an, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Weight, Esq. 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the Pailway system of the Colony from 
the present terminus at Redfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station 
in the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

J. C. Neild, 
Esq., M.P.
^

5Aug., 1S97.

John Cash Neild, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined:—
1917. Mr. Tricfcett.] You remember being examined before the Eoyal Commission which inquired into 
the proposed extension of the railway into Sydney on the 20th April last, when you read a statement 
giving the particulars of a scheme which you thought it would be desirable to adopt, and gave evidence 
upon the subject generally? Tes.
1918. That evidence has been verified by onr Secretary, and now forms part of the evidence which is 
under consideration by the Committee ;—I would ask you, therefore, whether you wish to alter or to 
correct it any particular ? No, I do not wish to do that; but I have seen a statement in the Press to 
the effect that Mr. Deane has stated that the proposal to locate a railway station on Cook and Phillip 
Parks was an impossible one, because of the difference in levels between the highest and lowest points of 
those parks. (I think the difference was said to be 59 feet.) I cannot credit that Mr. Deane did make that 
statement; but if the statement was made, I should like to say a word or two with reference to it.
1919. Before you do that, would it not be better to make any general statement which you may have to 
make in connection with the proposal before us ; afterwards I will direct your attention particularly to 
the evidence given by Mr. Deane ou the subject to which you refer? It would be more convenient, 
■perhaps, and would result in a saving of time, if I were furnished with a copy of Mr. Deane’s evidence 
before I prepared any reply that I bad to make.
1920. In that case we should be glad to hear any other statement which you may have to make? The 
first matter to which I should like to refer is this : I share with Mr. Chanter, M.P., the responsibility of 
the chairmanship of what is known as the Hyde Park Defence Committee, and I wish to place in 
evidence one or two facts connected with a large public meeting which waa held at the Town Hall, Sydney, 
under the auspices or through the efforts of the committee. That meeting was presided over hy His 
Worship the Mayor, who, on behalf of the City Council, expressed his full sympathy with its object. The

first
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first resolution was moved and supported by the Honorable Sir Arthur Kenwieli, M.L.C., the Honorable J- C. Neild, 
Dr. Horton, M.L.C., the Honorable W. R. Campbell, M.L.C., the Honorable John Macintosh, MX.C., ^ M-p- 
and the Mayor of Paddington. The second resolution was proposed and spoken to by Mr. W. J. Lyne,
M.L.A., Mr. John See, M.L.A., and myself. Other resolutions were spoken to by Mr/AVhiddon, M.L.A., ^ Aug'’ IS9^
Mr. Chanter, M.P., Mr, Chapman, M.P., JDr. Hesteven, and other gentlemen, whose names I do not at
this moment remember. The hall, with the exception of the eastern gallery which was closed, was crowded
throughout, and the resolutions were carried by overwhelming maiorities. The total number of hands
held up in opposition did not, so far as I was able to count them, exceed 100. Indeed, I should be quite
prepared to say that the number was materially less than 100. With regard to a second meeting which
was held at the same place in favour of the scheme, I wish to place it upon record on oath that the Hyde
Park. Defence Committee had no part or lot in any shape or form with any opposition to the objects of the
meeting. So far as I am aware, none of us attended the meeting. Any disturbance that took place was
spontaneous on the part of the meeting, and had no kind of origin iu the efforts or action of the Hyde
Park Defence Committee. As statements have appeared in the Press to the effect that opposition was
organised by us, and as the morning newspapers have refused to print short letters denying this charge, I
thought I should be justified in placing the facts definitely before you in my responsible character as a
member of the committee. _ The committee had not met for a fortnight, nor the exeeutno for ten days,
prior to the meeting to which I refer, and we had nothing to do with the proceedings at it.
1921. Seeing that you have placed your views as to the right route for the proposed extension before the 
Commission, 1 should like you to add anything you wish to add to that evidence ? I have prepared with a 
good deal of care two statements from figures given by Mr. Coghlau. One shows the population of 
the railway suburbs in 1891, and the population of what I may call the non-railway suburbs at the same 
date, when the census was taken, and the other the assumed populations in 1895, these being the latest 
figures available. Among the railway suburbs I include Ashfield, Burwood, Canterbury, Concord,
Darlington, Druramoyne—which is perhaps not a railway suburb at all—Enfield, Five Dock—this is 
scarcely a railway suburb—Hurstville, Kogarab, Macdonald town, Marrickville, Newtown, Petersham,
Rockdale, Ryde, St. Peters, and Ktrathfield. The population of these suburbs in 1891 was, according te 
the census returns, 98,010, The non-railway suburbs comprise Alexandria, Balmain, Botany, Botany 
North, Camperdown, Globe, Hunter’s Hill, Manly, North Sydney, Paddington, Randwick, Kcdfern,
Waterloo, Waverley, Willoughby, Woollahra, and Leichhardt, and in 1891 had a population of 177,139.
1922. Mr. Wright.] Redfern is a railway suburb ;—it has a railway station, Eveleigh, in the middle of it?
I think that the railway fringes one side of Redfern, but 1 doubt if Redfern can fairly be called a railway 
suburb. _ However, I must leave the figures as they stand. The Redfern Council has carried a resolution 
in opposition to the Hyde Park railway scheme. Tn 1895 the population of the railway suburbs was 
115,592, and that of the non-railway suburbs 198,523, showing that the suburbs connected with the city 
by rail are by no means the most populous. The lesson 1 propose to draw from these figures is that any 
scheme of railway extension should provide conveniences for the people of suburbs which do not now 
possess the advantages of railway communication. It is evident that the majority of our suburban popu
lations do not possess the advantages of railway communication, and I submit very respectfully but very 
firmly that any scheme of railway extension should consider the convenience of ' this population. If tho 
proposed scheme were carried out, to got to the eastern suburbs would involve a journey to Park-street to 
reach the railway platform. From Park-street the line goes in tunnel in a northerly direction under 
Macquarie-street, and enters the Garden Palace grounds. Then, taking a south-east curve, it 
appears to terminate in the Domain, at the back of the Art Gallery, on the shores of Woolloomooloo 
Bay. The total length to that point—and I have scaled it very carefully upon the official plan— 
is about three-quarters of a mile, and tho tunnel, being elbow-shaped, would bo almost incapable 
of effective ventilation, to say nothing of the danger which would he created by running trains in such a 
tunnel. I do not think there is a railway in the world which has a tunnel with so extraordinarv an elbow',
I submit that it would be unreasonable to expect the inhabitants of the eastern suburbs, who number some 
50,000 souls, to say nothing of the inhabitants of Waterloo, Alexandria, and other places, who would be 
accommodated by a circular line, such as has been proposed, to use such a line. While they were going 
to Park-street to get to the station, and were being dragged through a tunnel three-quarters of a mile 
long, back over ground which they had already travelled, they wmuld have time to get two-thirds of their 
wmy home by tram. By the time they actually commenced their homeward journey, they would have time 
to get to the top of Barrack Hill. The proposal recommended by the Commission is eminently unsuited 
to the interests of the eastern and southern suburbs. Perhaps it would not be improper for me to men
tion that between ten and twelve years ago I moved a resolution in the Legislative Assembly in favour of 
the construction of the City and Suburban Railway. I should like to be permitted to add a copy of that 
resolution, and a statement as to its fate, to my evidence. With respect to the scheme before the 
Committee, I would like to say that, taking the top of Queen-street, Woollahra, which is practically the 
boundary of three municipalities—Paddington, Woollahra, and Randwick—as a fairly central point in 
the eastern suburbs, the distance from there to Park-street by the ordinary vehicular route is mile 
which is exactly the distance to Rcdforu railway station. The ex'it from the proposed railway station will 
really bo nearer Market than King-street. *
1923. There will bo no exit at Market-street? Well, the people wmuld leave the trains at a point nearer 
Market-street than King-street. I submit that the majority of the inhabitants of the eastern suburbs 
would, if the proposed extension were made, be no nearer the railway than they are now. Tho distance 
by road from Darlinghurst Court-house to Park-street is three-quarters of a mile, which is practically the
distance from Darlinghurst to the present Redfern railway station. I do not think these facts have been *
brought out before; but I hope that they will be useful to the Committee in comin°- to a conclusion.
There are other objections in regard to the scheme before the Committee which have struck me very 
forcibly. The area of Hyde Park which it is proposed to resume has been stated as only 10 acres ; hut 
Mr. Deane, in his evidence before the Royal Commission, stated it as 13 acres 2 roods 38 perches. Other 
evidence goes to show that acres would be required for a running-track through the south-western 
quarter of the Park, which makes the whole area to be resumed within 2 perches of 16 acres. As the 
whole area of the Park is only 40 acres, this is nearly one-half. We must also take into consideration the 
inconvenience of the severance which would he caused by these running-tracks. Other very strong and 
important objections against the proposal have occurred to me. Assuming for the sake of argument 
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J. C. Neild, that a portion of this 15r acres is to bo thrown into Ulixaboth-streei, and that only 10 acres arc to be used 
Nsq., M.P. for a station, that makes the matter much worse, because if there is a congestion of traffic at Bed fern in 

a I'ar^ or uores, flhafc must the congestion be in a yard of 10 acres. If the railway authorities 
0 u®'’ cannot conduct their present business in a yard of 23 or HO acres, how will they be able to conduct it in a

yard of 10 acres, especially when wc remember that a smaller yard, while it will admit of lengthy plat
forms. rigidly limits tho number of-those platforms. E-edfern, however, is a fan-shaped piece of ground, 
affording an opportunity for the construction of an immense number of platforms. I should like also to 
support the evidence of the Hon. John Macintosh as to the immense litter of buildings at the Kedfem 
station. If these were removed, a vast increase in the area available for platform purposes would be 
gained. Another objection to the Hyde Park scheme is this. It is proposed to bring the railway from 
its present level of 31 feet above sea-level to a height of nearly 100 feet above sea-level, and to leave it 
there. You bring it to the top of a hill, and leave it in a position almost impossible of sensible connection 
with the eastern suburbs, and a cood connection with the Circular Quay by tunnel; because the length 
from iSt. .Tames'-road to the Circular Quay is only about half or three-quarters of a mile, and. in thatlenglh 
you have to serurc a fall amounting to GO or certainly 30 feet. So that any future extension from the 
Hyde Bark station will involve awkwardly steep grades. Nothing can be worse than to have steep grades 
in the middle of a city and in a tunnel. If there is any part of a line where you should have good grades, 
it is in tunnels.
192-1. Chairman.'] The height of Redfern railway station is 31 feet, not 31 feet? Well, that would 
reduce the grades, of course. 1 have had to depend upon the newspaper reports for my information m 
regard to these matters. _
1025. The level of Hyde Park, too, is, I think, only S3 feet? Well, what I was saying about the 
inconvenience of the ilyde Park site is not affected by the height of Kedfern. Assuming that Hyde Park 
is only about SO feet above sea-level, my remarks stilt apply with great force. To extend the lino from 
the Hyde Park site to the Circular Quay, a distance of three-quarters of a mile, would necessitate a tunnel 
with a steep grade, and the plan submit fed by Mr. Deane shows that in order to climb down from the top 
of the hill at 8t. James’-road to any point in Woolloomooloo from which a start could be made ro an eastern 
suburbs line would involve a tortuous and dangerous tunnel. Ns regards the question how the vegetation 
in the parks would bo effected, I have some considerable experience as an amateur horticulturist, and I 
have not been an unsuccessful one, so far as public competitions are concerned. Prom my knowledge of 
plants and trees, 1 have no hesitation in saying that the close proximity of a railway station to which 
hundreds of trains are coming throughout tho day would materially injure tho vegetation in the remaining 
portions of Hyde Park. I do not thmk the Members of the Committee will require much evidence upon 
this point, because they cannot have failed to have noticed the condition of vegetation in the neighbour
hood of other railway stations all over the world, with the possible exception of a few in tropical countries, 
such as that at Colombo, whore the number of trains per day is very few, and the rainfall is so frequent, 
and of such volume, as to give the vegetation a cleansing which it could not get under less favourable 
conditions. There is one other matter in respect to Hyde Park about which 1 should like to say a little, 
though I do not wish to labour this part of my evidence. I have obtained a copy of the Gazette notice 
issued by Governor Lachlan Macquarie on the 13th October, 1810, in which he sets aside this Park as a 
reserve for public recreation. This proclamation was absolutely municipal in its character. It was a 
proclamation giving their names to George-street, Charlotte-place, and other parts of tho city, and Hyde 
Park was from first to last dedicated to “the inhabitants of the town of Sydney.” I have introduced this 
matter to draw attention to the proviso in the 58th section of the Constitution Act, which, after vesting, 
or providing for the vesting, of the entire management and control of the waste lands of the Colony in 
the Legislature, proceeds in these words :—

Provided that nothing herein contained shall affect or he construed to affect any contract, or to prevent the fulfil
ment of any promise or engagement made by or on behalf of His Majesty with respect to any lands sitnate within the 
said Colony in cases where such contracts, piomises, or engagements shall have been lawfully made before the time at 
which this Act shall take effect within this Colony.
I submit that the dedication of Hyde Park was an engagement or a promise made by the Governor in 
the name of His Majesty to “ the inhabitants of the town of Sydney,” and that that land is so eminently 
the property of the inhabitants of Sydney that it cannot he taken from them without an alieration 
of the Constitution Act. I desire now to give evidence with reierence to a plan which I have here, 
showing a proposal for a circular route. I propose that the line should Iravcl from Redfern to Darling 
Harbour by the present route, which might have to he widened—but this is an engineering detail. It 
might be found desirable to proceed on the eastern side of the head of Darling Harbour ; but 1 suggest 
that, as the Crown apparently attaches very little value to the waterway at the extreme head of Darling Har
bour, judging from the proposals which have been made to fill it up, the line might go for some distance on 
the western side, and cross from the iron wharf either on an embankment or upon a bridge. This would 
allow the upper waters of Darling Harbour to continue to be used for barge purposes. The railway might 
be taken across to near the head of Bathurst-street, and a station might be made on the water side of 
Sussex-street, close to Market-street. The foot of Market-street is tho same distance from George-street 
as the upper end of Market-street. George-street exactly divides Market-street. Prom there the line 
would go in a tunnel 30 chains long to a sunken station at the site of the present High School, Castlereagh- 
street. To what depth it might be desirable to sink that station f do not know, because 1 have not the 
levels. If it were argued that there would not be sufficient length there for extensive platforms, L would 
point out that if two-thirds of the length of the station were open to the air, a little extension underground 
at each end would be of no consequence. If you had only the extreme ends of the station in the tunnel, 
and the centre portion of it open, tho lighting would be abundantly good. Prom there the line would 
pass under King-street by another tunnel about 30 chains long, and would como out in the Domain, near 
Woolloomooloo. You could have a station about the site of the Government Architect's old premises; 
or, at any rate, you could have abundant ventilation there if you did not want a station. The line would 
be carried across Woolloomooloo upon a viaduct, and it would enter the cliffs at Darlinghurst upon the 
west side of Dowling-street, and go through to Rushcutters’Bay by another tunnel, which would be about 
30 chains long. You could have a station at Rushcutter’s Bay, which would be a very convenient position 
for one. From there the line would follow up the creek in a southerly direction, and you could have 
another station in the valley, near Marshall’s Brewery. Following that route you would nave very little

: to
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to pay for resumption, and you would convenience a vast number of people. From tbo point [ have 
mentioned, another tunnel about 30 chains long would pass under the crown of the ridge in Surry Hills, 
and would come out on the west side of Eiley-street. From there you would go by viaduct or on tho 
level, as it might suit the engineers, to Eedfern station, across the corner of the old burial-ground back 
to the Eedfern station. A circular route such as that would serve an immense number of people, and it 
would not be necessary to have more than two lines of rails, which is all they haio in the underground 
railways in London. 1 submit this scheme as being exceedingly inexpensive in the matter of resumptions, 
as having only four tunnels, none of them over 30 chains in length, and as giving the maximum of 
convenience, not only to tho western suburbs, but to the people of the city, to the people of 
Woolloomooloo, Potts’ Point, Darlinghurst, part of Paddington, and to parts of Surry Hills and Straw
berry Hills. On the plan which 1 have exhibited to the Committee tho route is only sketched roughly, 
because I had nut the conveniences at hand for better preparation; but I will do myself the honor of 
sending to the Committee a map upon which the proposed route of the proposed line will be shown in a 
more workmanlike manner. I submit that this is a scheme which is worthy of a great deal of consideration 
by tho Committee, and the obtaining of expert evidence with reference to its possibility. Might I also 
point out that my proposed station at Sussex-street might bo made tho starting-point for either an outer 
circular Hue, which ivould take iu the Circular Quay, Woolloomooloo, and the eastern suburbs, returning 
through Eedfern; or it might be made the starting point for a line on a rising grade to connect with any 
bridge that might hereafter be built to the Horth Shore. The eastern suburbs outer circle might also start 
either from Woolloomooloo or from tho station which I have suggested at Eushcutter’s Bay. 'Phis scheme, 
X imagine, is finite novel; but 1 think that gentlemen who are acquainted with the extensive system of 
underground railways w'hich obtains in London will see the advantage of it, and the line will be above 
ground to a much greater extent than is the London Metropolitan line. I have also prepared information 
with reference to the si/.e of tho railway stations upon the north side of the Thames. There are some
thing over a dozen of them, and I have in my possession scaled plans of London, from which I have 
carefully calculated the sizes of these stations. I am surprised to find how small they are. Charing Cross 
station is as nearly as possible in the centre of London. It is only a few yards from the statue of King 
Charles, which is recognised for traffic purposes as the central point in the city. To reach any of the 
Loudon railway stations by cab from this poiut—of course, I except Charing Cross—costs Is, which 
means that the distance is between 1 and 2 miles. Tho only stations which you can reach by cub for Is. 
are the Ludgnte station, which has an area of half au acre ; Cannon-street station, which is a dead-end 
station, having an area of about 2.} acres; Holburn Viaduct, which is about 1 acre; and Fuston. By 
paying a fare of Is. (Id., which moans that the distance is over 2 and under 3 miles, you can reach 
Fenchurch-street station, Livcrpool-street station, Broad-street station, Bishopsgate-strcet station, 
Farringdon-street station, King’s Cross, St. Paneras, Paddington, aud Victoria. So that almost every 
station in London, with the exception of Charing Cross, is more than 2 miles from the traffic centre 
of tho metropolis.
1926. M.r. Roberts.'] But all these stations arc tapped by the underground railwayA good many of 
them are, but not all. Where they are tapped by the underground railway there are, at any rate, some 
few yards to walk between the underground railway station and the big railway station. For example, 
there is no station on the underground railway which is near the Cannon-street station, though there are 
not many yards between the underground railway station and Ludgate station; but yon have to cross 
over the embankment and walk some few yards besides.
1927. The underground railway stations are generally within easy walking distance of big stations? 
Certainly. That is only an argument in favour of having a central underground system to connect with 
the larger outside railway systems. I do not know whether the Committee would care to have any infor
mation as to the area of tho different London stations. Charing Cross station, for instance, which is 
entered, not by six' lines of rails, but by four, is, according to the scaled plans, 7.j chains long by 2-J-chains 
wide, and has an area of less than 2 acres. That station is a thoroughly representative station, and the 
immense traffic that is carried on there is remarkable, considering the small area available. The largest 
station of all is probably Euston station, but St. Paneras and Liverpool street stations are also very large. 
At the station they have platforms one over the other, and the trains come in at different levels,
192S. Mr. Tricked.] I was careful to ask yon, in the first instance, if you wished to correct or to alter 
the midence which you gave before tho Eoyal Commission in April last? Yes.
1929. I now want to ask you if you propose to substitute this new scheme for the scheme which youthen 
advocated ? I am inclined to think that it would give a larger amount of convenience.
1930. You are prepared now to abandon ybnr former proposal ? I am not prepared to abandon it; but 
I suggest this as an alternative scheme. The scheme which I submitted to the Commission is essentially 
a city scheme. The scheme which I submit to-day involves a largo area of what may bo regarded as 
suburban district.
1931. Have you looked up the proclamation dedicating Cook and Phillip Parks to the public? Ko ; I
have not. 1
1932. You will remember that in your former scheme you proposed to take Cook and Phillip Parks, and 
to close up Boomerang-street ? Yes.
1933. Do you not think that that would be an interference with public recreation grounds ? I do not 
know the terms under which these parks were dedicated.
193'1. The great objection to taking Hyde Park is that it is a breathing-ground for the city, which it 
would be a shame to interfere with? I do not think that anyone, except the members of the Bowling 
Club, makes any use of Cook and Phillip Parks.
1935. Therefore, you do not see any objection to their bning taken for railway purposes ? Ho; subject 
to the terms of the dedication.
1936. I suppose you have no idea what number of people come into town daily by way of Boomerang- 
street, who would have to go up "William-street if your scheme were carried out? I suppose the bulk of 
the people who use Boomerang-street also use Hyde Park.
1937. 1 fancy that the largest current of traffic is up Boomerang-street and across King-street? I think 
there is a very considerable traffic down to Market-street; but King-street is undoubted!one of the 
principal points aimed at,
1938. The closing of Boomerang-street would create some inconvenience ? I thing the inconvenience
would be about the same whether you closed up Boomerang-street or dosed up the Park. 1939.

J. C. Neild, 
Esq., M.P.

5 Aug., 1897.
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10 acres 2 roods 38 perclies mentioned by Mr. Deane includes that portion of the south-west 
Jssq., M.P, qUartei q£ the Park which would be required to give access to the station ? Then I must^ have been 

5<Ab^'~TsD7 ln'sle(l by the statements made by tho Minister in the House, and by the evidence published in the 
'3 ' newspapers.

1940. If Mr. Dean has stated that the area of Hyde*Park required to he resumed for the purposes of the 
proposed scheme is only 13 acres 1 rood 19 perches,—I suppose you will accept his figures ? Certainly ; 
but I suppose Mr. Deane has not altered his evidence as to the total area of the Park, namely 40 acres. 
If that be so, it is proposed to take one-third of the Park, instead of nearly one-half as I stated.
1941. I suppose you are aware that the approach from Nlthsdale-street to Park-street will not he all 
tunnel—it will be partly what they call cut and cover ? Tea.
1942. That will not seriously interfere with crossings ? No ; not so far as the footways are concerned.
1943. The line will be designed so as to avoid interference with traffic as much as possible F I did not
imagine anything else. _ _
1944. Tou propose in your new scheme to go from the foot of Market-street to the site of the Girls’ 
High School; I am told that that distance is about 1,584feet,and that the rise would be about 60feet :— 
does not that suggest itself to you as a rather steep grade ? Xes; but I think that I said that the station 
at the High School site would be a sunken station.
1945. Mr. Deane’s evidence was that a sunken station would have to be 18 to 19 feet below the surface
of the roadway, though he acknowledged that a sunken station would be very undesirable ;—that would 
leave a pretty steep grade ? Apparently. On the subject of sunken stations, I would point out that the 
Adelaide station is practically a sunken station, and sd is the Plinders-street station in Melbourne ; so that 
we have at our own doors examples of sunken stations, which are not made the subject of public diffi
culties. _ _
1946. Does the Adelaide station suggest itself to you as a peculiarly convenient one? No.
1947. With regard to getting to the eastern suburbs, I suppose we are all pretty well agreed tbat we must 
start from somewhere about Cowper Wharf or the lower part of the Domain ? Yes.
1948. Do I understand from the figures which you have quoted as to the distance of the London stations 
from the centre of the city, that you are opposed to the introduction of the railway into the city ? ^ No.
1949. Then, with what object did you quote those figures, showing the peculiar inconvenience to which the
London people have to submit ? My object was rather to show that no attempthad been made to bring the 
great railway systems of the country into the city, and, as was suggested by Mr. Roberts, the underground 
railwayis worked more or less in conjunction with the other railways. It mightbeinconvenient,and perhaps 
impossible, to conduct long-distance tralfic over what, for convenience sake, I will call my circular scheme, 
just as it is impossible to take a train from St, Paneras round the London underground line. If you are 
going to bring into the city the whole of the railway tracks of the Colony,you will require a great number 
of tracks, and the extension will be an exceedingly costly affair. I think there could be_a convenient 
arrangement of platforms, so that long-distance passengers could change into the circular railway without 
much trouble. ,
1950. You are in favour of separating tho long-distance traffic from the suburban traffic? Yes; if the
suburban traffic can be given more extended convenience. If you are going to have a dead-end station at 
Hyde Park, let all the traffic come there, and have done with it. _
1951. It is hardly fair to say that you will have a dead-end station at Hyde Park, because, if you study 
the evidence taken by the Royal Commission, you will find that the proposed scheme was designed so as 
to work in with a future extension to the Circular Quay aud to tho eastern suburbs ? According to 
Mr. Eddy’s evidence tbat would be at the end of twenty years.
1952. This is Mr. Eddy’s evidence :—

Then the Hyde Park scheme, os far as St. Jamcs’-road, would admit of the extension of the line northward, or to 
include the eastern suburbs ? That is so.

Your opinion is that it should be so carried out ? Yes; Mr. Deane lias promised to arrange the foundations so that 
that could be done.
—? 1 admit the accuracy of your quotation ; but will you allow me to draw your attention to question 
2707:—

If, at the end of twenty years, it was found that the 10 acres were inadequate, what course would you suggest? The 
extension of some of the lines through the station to the eastern suburbs ; and when that was found insufficient, the con
struction of a local Hue either alongside or on the western side of the city, or wherever it was found then largely- 
increased business required the new accommodation,
1953. I understand Mr. Eddy there to he referring to the contingency of a great increase in the traffic ; 
he does not say that there should be no extension to the eastern suburbs for twenty years ? That seems 
to me the strong implication. The evidence to which I refer was given subsequently to that quoted by you.
1954. Mr. Wright.'] Will you look at question 2655—

Aud without taking any more of the Park it would be possible to provide for additional accommodation for the 
expansion of the traffic ? As I have previously said, I would not contemplate taking any more of the Park for railway 
purposes than is now suggested* When the time came for increasing the accommodation it would have to be increased by 
adopting some other scheme.
—? I have not suggested in any part of my evidence that there was any proposal to take any more of 
Hyde Park, or any likelihood of more being taken. _ __
1955. Mr. Dricketl.] I would like to read to you this portion of Mr. Deane’s evidence (Questions 15 and 
16, Committee evidence)—

If it is required at any time to extend two of the lines to Circular Quay, or to the eastern suburbs, it can be done 
without any lowering whatever. The two lines on the eastern side of the station will just be brought together and earned 
through the end of the building. Tho level of the top of King-street would be sufficiently high to enable this to be done 
without interfering with the surface. _

you regard that as very important—the case with which the eastern suburbs and Circular Quay can be approached 
from the station without any alteration of the level of the stations ? I think it is a very important point. I did not 
notice it before.
—? That statement does not seem to me to involve anything more than the point that the station arrange
ments at Hyde Park would be more convenient than was originally contemplated. It does not seem to 
me to affect the question of connections with the eastern suburbs in the slightest; in fact, it makes things 
rather worse, because the starting-point would be at a higher level than would have been the case under 
the original proposal.

1956.
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1956, Mr. Black.'] Mr. Deane has pointed out that an extension to the North Shore would best be J- C. Neild, 
commenced from Liverpool-street i* 1 think that aline passing through the western part of the city, Esq., M.P 
and going over to North Shore, would accommodate more people than a line on the eastern side of the city, r 
Tne bulk of the business of the city is done on the western side of Pitt-street.

^r' I have put these questions to yoo to show that we have not lost sight of the question
of future extension? I understood that the question had received consideration at the hands of the 
Commission ; but it does not occur tome that the evidence given by the railway authorities, with reference 
to an eastern suburbs connection, is at all of a satisfactory character. Mr. Deane’s replies on the subject 
seemed to me to have been essentially vague. "
1958. I suppose you are aware that two of the eastern suburbs municipal councils—"Woollahra and 
Waverley have passed resolutions in favour of this scheme ? I think that the Woollahra Council passed 
a resolution of that kind by a majoritv of one vote.
1959. Paddington passed an adverse resolution; I forget what Randwick did? I have received no 
mtimalnon, except through the newspapers, as to what has been done.
1960. There has been no public meeting on tho subject in Paddington? No.
19G1. Seeing that the Engineer-in-Cbief for Railways and the late Mr, Eddy put it as almost a nine qua 
am that we must cither bring tho railway to Hyde Park, or leave it at Redfern, which would yon be 
prepared to vote for ? Will yon allow me to say that I am not aware that either the late Mr. Eddy or 
Mr. Deane had given evidence of so absolutely positive a character as your question would imply.
1962. Mr. Eddy s evidence was very much to this effect: that if ho could not get the railway carried 
through to Hyde Park, he would make the best arrangements he could at Redfern, until the people 
became educated up to giving up Hyde Park ? If he did say that, I am not prepared to accept his state
ment without question. May I refer you to the very positive statements made by him and his colleagues 
with regard to the absolute necessity for the construction of wharfs and so on at Darling Island, which 
induced the G-overnment to pay £135,000 for that property. This Committee, however—and X was a 
member of it at the time—thought tbat there was no necessity for these works, and the Secretary to the 
Railways Commissioners afterwards stated here on oath that the necessity previously alleged to exist did 
not exist. That appears to mo to show that it is possible for a gentleman, even so highly placed, and so 
eminently able as the Chief Commissioner, to be under a misapprehension. If he was under a mis
apprehension in one case, I submit that he might have been under a misapprehension in another.
1963. Do you think that the Commissioner may have erred upon this matter ? There is no scheme so 
absolutely perfect that a compensating scheme cannot bo found.
1961. As a preliminary to an extension of tho railway to tho eastern suburbs, do you recognise the 
necessity for bringing the railway further into Sydney? Tou could not usefully' connect with the 
eastern suburbs without bringing the railway further into the city.
1965. Tou do not know that any public meeting has been held iu the eastern suburbs to protest against 
the scheme into which we are inquiring? No ; neither do I know that any public meeting baa been held 
m any of the railway suburbs iu favour of the scheme.
1966. I do not quite see the bearing of your statement in regard to the distance of Queen-street,
Woollahra, from Park-street and from RedEeni ? While the Hyde Park scheme may admit of future 
extension to the eastern suburbs, that extension is not now proposed, and we must look to the advantage, 
it any, the proposed extension to the Park will give to the eastern suburbs. °
1967. Mr. Parry, the Railway Traffic Superintendent, who, I believe, is recognised as a very able 
administrator, stated to us that the shape of Redfern yard increased the difficulties of dealing with traffic 
there, and that those difficulties would be obviated if they had long straight platforms for the 
accommodation of the trains ? That would involve having a separate line for each platform.
1968. No ; there would be six lines with platforms on each side of them ? Of course, that would be an 
engineering detail. The improvement of the Redfern yard would involve the widening of the tunnel 
there. At Charing Cross there are only four lines of rails entering the station; but there must be a 
great many more than four platforms. I noticed that Mr. Parry made a great deal more of the dangers 
of the Redfern yard than the late Mr. Eddy did.

But l?1? do not compare Charing Cross, which is purely a passenger station, with a station like 
Redteru, which is also a goods aud produce station? I do not thmk that the goods traffic should be 
taken to Redfern. It is neither a useful nor a convenient arrangement In submitting examples of 
Loudon stations, I do not submit them as absolute comparisons. I only submit them for what thoy are 
north in the way of comparison. There are so many thousand points of difference that no one would 
allege that the conditions were equal.
1970. "Will you look at question 203 of the Committee’s evidence:—

In the event of the railway being extended from St. James’-road, what route would you adopt for an extension to 
tho eastern suburbs ? The map which is attached to the report of the Eoyal Commission was made at its request, in order 
to show what lines were possible. It is not to be understood that I recommend that all these lines should be carried out; 
nor should I, if I had to consider any one particular line, necessarily follow the location of the lines put down there to a few 
feet, or even to a chain or tw;o. With regard to an extension to the eastern suburbs, the line which is shown there roughly 
indicates the way tho extension would curve off to the right. It is very likely that it would be shortened, and might have 
a location further south, but there is no difficulty about getting away under tho District Court, or the Hospital, or the 
Houses of Parliament, or wherever we may like to go. You only have to continue the lines on the eastern side of the 
station without altering their levels, and you get under King and Macquarie streets with plenty of deptlu
That would very much shorten the route to the eastern suburbs? Tes; but it would seriously increase 
tbe grades.
1971. Chairman^] If you did not go right down to Woolloomooloo Bay you would not require so steep a 
grade ? No ; but against that is the fact tbat the further you get from the water’s edge the more costly 
the resumptions.
1972. Mr, Trickeit.] Since yon were before the Royal Commission, have you made an estimate of the 
probable cost of the scheme which you then advocated? No ; that is too expensive a thing for a private 
individual to undertake.
1973. Have you made any estimate of the probable cost of your present scheme ? No ; that is purely an -
•engineering matter. It would be a very costly thing to make such an estimate.
1974. Which of your two schemes, in your opinion, is the better solution of the difficulty? For passen
ger purposes, I should give the preference to my circular scheme.

1975.
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J. C. Neild, 1975. Will you briefly summarise your objections to tbe scheme referred to us by Parliament—the St. 
Esq., M.P. road'scheme ? I think that, in the lirst place, it involYes a serious and improper interference with

a very valuable park, which, in my view, is the property of the citizens of Sydney. Secondly, while it 
5 Aug., 1S97. ajm{{g 0f extensions, it is objectionable because it wiil provide a dead-end station. I admit that some

thing else may follow ; but we have no proposed extension before us now. I am dealing with the scheme 
before the Committee per se. I object to it on account of the dead-end station which it will provide. 
Then, too, it will not convenience the western side of the city at ail, and it docs not appear to me tbat it 
will be convenient fur a future extension to the eastern suburbs. Another objection, to it is that it 
does not permit of an extension from Hyde Park to any proposed North Shore bridge, except by passing 
over the heart of the city at an undue elevation. The only way in which you could connect with North 
Shore by a bridge would'be by taking a line through the western portion of the city, and such a line would 
convenience more people than the proposed line. The present proposal may also bo objected to inasmuch 

' as the running of tbe trains will interfere with the vegetation in that part of Hyde Park which will be
left, and will interfere with places of worship and public buildings adjoining the Park. Another point 
which might fairly be considered is this; It is the invariable fate of railway station centres to become also 
the centres of small business tenements. To have a collection of small places of business, eating shops, 
provision shops, and places like that, right in the heart of a big city like this, would bo a detriment for 
all time. Looking at tbe matter from the standpoint of the stateliness of the city, I think that the con
struction of a big station in Hyde Park would be a deplorable thing.

FRIDAY, 6 AVGUST, 1897.
Jlrr sent:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Cuatr.man)- 
The Hon. Erkderick Thomas HrMeniiRr. I Cbahles Alfred Leu, Esq.
The Hon. James Hoskins, John Lionel Eh ban, Esq.
The Hon. Charles James Hoherts, C.M.G. j Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickeit. i George Black, Esq.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. j Ekancis Augustus Win gut, Esq.
Henry Clarke, Esq. ! Eranx Parnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony from the 
present terminus at Kedfem into theCity, including the erection of a largo Central Station in the 
north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

John Horbury Hunt, Architect, sworn, and examined : —
J. H. Hunt. 1970. -Jr. Clarke-I Ton were examined before the Koyal Commission upon the 23th April, 1897, with 
,—reference to the proposal to bring the railway from Kedfern to Hyde Park;—do you adhere to the 

6 Ang., 1897. evidence widen you gave on that occasion ? I desire to repeat what f then said, so far as the end of the 
third paragraph from tho bottom of page 117.
1977. Vknirman.l What do you propose to do with regard to the remainder of the statement you then 
made ? I think it might be omitted from the present evidence, but is to stand in the former.
1978. 'Mr. Clarke.Tou propose now to begin denovo? No; I have fresh matter to lay before the 
Committee, ■
1979. Will you proceed with your statement? I will. It is as follows :—■

The planning ot the proposed station is, in my opinion, an unskilful piece of work, unworthy of a great terminal 
station for a great city tuch as Sydney will become. There is much in the architectural treatment of the exterior that is 
very pleasing. . ...

■ It is a bit strange how tho spirit of economy balances itself in the matter of trying to save money in an endeavour to
secure park lands, and then spending money without stint in these atation buildings. Pray what is tho tower for.

Tho general planning is as had as bad planning could be put to paper. May it never get beyond the paper stage of 
its existence. It is evident that tho planning is the work of one brain, while the architectural treatment of the exterior is. 
the work of one other (may I sajT) higher brain intellect. Spaciousness is absent in the planning, whereas it should be a 
prominent and ruling feature of the whole scheme, while egress and ingress should be of such ample character as to prevent 
the remotest feeling of want of freedom of action under the most trying circumstances, even to the demands of a double 
Eight-hour Day. It is, however, evident that the plan before us will not provide for the presure of half an Eight-hour Day 
demonstration. , .

What is to he expected from this want of provision for ingress and egress, coupled with want of spaciousness. 
Why, curses upon curses, attended by confusion in all its glory. .

I have no fear of competent contradiction of this very severe statement. I should feel myself untrue to my profession 
and wanting iu my duty ns a citizen should I hold my peace with such a faulty work as is this now before us. _

I will deal with a few details. We have here marked on the plan entrance hall, and figured ol feet x 36 feet. Now 
the term entrance hall belongs more properly to domestic architecture, while the above-named dimensions are such as to be 
found iu any fair-sized private house. Many private residences that I have built have entrance halls of larger size than 
this so-called entrance hall to the proposed great terminal station of the New South Wales railways—a fabric to cost over 
£200,000. , .

While its chief entrance is planned at 54 feet x .30 feet, it is made of much less practical working value by having 
but one opening thereto of the great span of 20 feet for the means of ingress and egress. Make no mistake about it, 
gentlemen, the whole of the inward and outward foot traffic to this station will have to squeeze through this 20-foot hole. 
And then when the crush of outward traffic has cleared the outer 20-foot hole it is even then not clear of the walls of the 
station, but is met by a screen-wall of the covered way, along which you have to travel more than 100 feet to the right or 
the left before you are free of the station, and this among vehicular traffic in a confined space. To criticise such had 
planning is enough to make a fellow use the strongest unparliamentary language.

1 repeat that tho whole of the traffic will have to pass through this 20-foot hole, except, of course, those who go by cab 
or carriage to the Elizabcth-street side of the station. There arc, I must in fairness admit, two other small side entrances 
far away from this main one, but they are about tbe comparative size of a back entrance to the yard of a small villa.

Next defect, and a cardinal one, is that the station is placed in a cramped corner. There is not, and cannot be made, 
a proper street outlet for the going and coming traffic, not even for the present-day service, to say nothing of that of tbe 
morrow. The Elizabeth-strcet side of the station is of no practical use to the general public, except those going to the 
station by cab or carriage. Hero again, in this very simple matter of providing for a cab approach, the want of know
ledge in the art of‘"good planning is evident. Why tho cab approach to the old station is far and away before this proposed 
new one. Coming around to the main front, we find fully one-half of its length jambed into an embankment, and retaining- 
walls 20 feet high or deep. This is the very worst feature about tbe whole scheme, and is inevitable to the site. Here, 
again, there is no proper or sufficient get-away .for traffic to and from this the main entrance; and further, let it be clearly

put
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pnUieforc the public, the undisputDil fact that there is but this one aide entrance to this station, namely, Elizabeth- J. H. Hunt.
street—tiie 1 ark aide is all buned against Park ground at a depth of from 20 to 25 feet above platform levels, therefore no ,___ ^
public entumee can be had on this side—another inevitable had feature of this site. e Ano. irq-
in t <-f'0 s"rfacc of St Jamcs’-road from the Queen's Statue to the level of tho main entrance (» fall of about ‘
19 feet cannot bo properly and efficiently done, even by removing the Registrar-General's ofhees ; in any case this block of 
public buildings must come down, or there will be no approach whatever to the station. Here is another obstinate feature 
of this jambwl-up site,

Stronger evidence js before us of how cramped this site is—notwithstanding it carries a high-sounding title of 
roominess, namely, 1 wclve acres of Hyde 1 ark nevertheless it is not the site for a big terminal station, because you 
have not the reomred distance from St, Jamfes -road to Park-street to get under that street without raising up some 9 feet 
which will not bo permitted, depend on that. The Sydney Corporation have from time to time been cutting away at this 
particular part of 1 ark-street so us 1o ease its grade as much as possible ; to lilt that street up above its original level will 
not be tolerated for this is one of the mam approaches to the city from the eastern side. It is just a bit too much liberty 
for the Itauway Construction Branch to take with this principal street.

station, 
us i 
few
street level for thopiatfoims of tho station.

Here is one other objectionable feature, and one which will seriously affect the pedestrian traffic from the eastern 
suburbs r-w Boomerang-street across the Paik to Market-street—a traffic not to be thoughtlessly ignored by the Depart
ment; » traffic increasim* venr hv venr winch In cmv tc ha eff i.„ *i,„ _ 5 P., , ^ I .
bridge ■
Ar
dozens of enginespasshig and repassing under our feet,-for there will be‘ no turning to the nght'or to thc“leftto“avoid 
such a umsatiee—ladies and gentlemen coming to business, wearing bright, clean, linen, will not be very presentable after 
walking 400 feet through smoke and moist steam. The unthinking public are having, permit me to SavP dust cast into 
their eyes by t ie advocates of this scheme, while they are being misled by the arguments advanced by the Department:
b?g naUMd worC!'SC ^ COml,leto‘1 ’tvll! they be able to see that theJT have bei;]l a big mistake made in a

One other prominent feature of defective planning is to be found in the main colonnade to the St. James’-roiul end of 
station, whmh is shown by figures to be lo feet wide. Twice that width would not bo too large for so important a feature. 
Better wipe the colonnade clean out of the plan urtless it be of a proper width, and thereby save its cost. Step by step we 
tmd evidence that there is no real conception of the requirements of a big terminal rtatiou.
4i rn G e''i *.llen™ fba^ha,s been £I *''en by 1,(16 Department in the matter of protecting the rails in the deep cutting through 
the other section of the Park is as amusing as it is impracticable. They speak of them as “openings --this is a deceiving 
word. The rails passing along tbig deep cutting must be well und securely protected, or we will have to record year by year 
many serious accidents and loss of life. An accident in a deep cutting is more serious than in the open. To erect great high 
walls as has been proposed. "'lU oever be tolerated, because it will give this part of the Park the appearance of gaol grounds. 
All this is on a par with the many other had features of the scheme. ” °

r * ba’Vc1 no ll®sitn'ti°n m making these very unfavourableand strongly-expressed statements. They
are, I think, fully warranted by the great public importance attached to the scheme. ° 1 J

f.L.T’r U0 'lual^6l *> aml oyer have had with any of tho departments. I am noting in this matter in tho frankest 
and freest manner with all good-will towards those with whom 1 am compelled to differ,

I have had a iong term of practice in the profession of architecture; therefore the knowledge thereby gained ns to tho 
fitness of these things enables me to judge correctly of what is here before us.

The evidence given by the late respected Chief Commissioner would lead one to believe that he considered Hyde 
lark an exceptionally fiuB site, I happen to know diflerent to this.
• * 4 1Ir' , be.lnS a neighbour, I had tho advantage of many talks on this subject while on our way home or coming 
into town of a morning. More than once he has told me he had no desire to go to Hyde Park, except on the score of 
saving money. _ During one of these conversations about the later part of his first term, he said “ If the Government vote me 
the money required I will make at Redfern, m conjunction with the Asylum site, one of the finest stations in tho world.”

the plan on the screen lias been prepared by me, in skeleton outline only, to show what can be worked out by the 
Department if they are so disposed. - J

1 Propose to add to the Redfern grounds all the land bounded by Pitt, Devonshire, Elizabeth, and Hay streets, and 
thereon place the terminal station, or, m other, and more correct words, the great central station of the Colony and of a 
dimension to last longer than twenty-five years—n period not much longer than required to wear off its newness. It 
appears hut yesterday that I was at Redfern with Mr. Yonng while he had the present station buildings in hand. What 
then is the span of twenty-five years m the life of a nation, when to man it appears hut a day or two.

, - , P , , am Placmt! bcf°ro you requires a little explanation, being only in skeleton outline. The proposed new
u t°rplarfc from 1,16 northern cn,i 0f the Redfern station, which is to be retained and connected therewith if thought '

advisable, ihe new station to be moved a htfclc to the east or west to fit the old station. The new station to be 1 200 feet 
to P1*1^ 4thVnT 0!, c.entro» portion is 1,200 ft. x 450 feet, exceeding the proposed Park station from 

t "r0ad ,t0 Karlf-rtre<rt in length by 42 feet and 66 feet iu width. The suburban railway line is indicated on plan
by red lines, to be carried into the city as a circular railway for the city traffic only, with no other provision,

Koutc through the city shown on this other plan of the city by red Tines.
•'lh<n Ierngth i°f lbi* C!t?\U™ fr<'la tbe. «rotral station will be about 25G chains. 160 chains of this will be in 

90 W* f y fM'£ht 81tall0™• 0f 11118 25b chains, only 24 will be by tunnel under private property, with but 
20 Chains of resumption for the whole line, and this through the poorest part of tbe city, namely* Wexford-street.

Iho inward traffic will first stop at the new markets; next at Wynyard-equare. Hero I would take the whole of the 
and as much of the side-streets as may be thought necessary, so as to make this the chief stopping-place. I would 

I?,OTetfTptagc ro George-street right through to the square, as indicated on tho plan, making a direct 
cfrJ=4 lf,i I I thie uHi °f G«r«-rtrect to the Wynyard-aquare platforms. On this site, from George-street to Wynyard- 
street could be built the offices for the Commissioners, a much more convenient site for the general business public than at 
the out-of-town site Hyde Park. 1

i next stopping-place would be at Mort’s Statue, as shown on plan. The Department mav say this siiotisat too low 
a leve Vi 1 re4P T!S tbal61>groeero do not know of, nor do they admit, the existence of insuperable engineering difficulties, 

i lie last stop is at rlulhp Park, thcnco on to the central station.
i ~4i 1 that h'”8 'j*116 l0?8* cxPeusivc schenm yet proposed. It is strictly a city circular railway. The whole
length oi the line passes under public property, except the aforenamed 20 and 24 chains.
—, 0n, , ro’D’rorty of the Engineer-m-Chief (questions 1K0-1S1) two sets of rails are here proposed, which will make all
secure as to foundations of buildings to those streets under which we tunnel,
, , th'J troros aroive at the chief station they are to be taken on to the city bv electric motive power, as referred
ven^lating^t^eseThoriPtunneJs'103^1011 1159 ' Ihere beiUg S° mar,y daylight stations (four), there will be no difficulty in

, j, 1<J llle ral(way comes the tram service. The George-street tram will be a great feederto the railway if properly 
handled. I have shown the tram-Linos per black broken lines, the George-street line coining into the main station—in the 
basement, looping around and joining George-street as shown. The platform of the tram will be but 10 feet below the 
station floor The Mizabeth-street tram, indicated as before, comes into the basement, also stojis there for the return 
journey, as at present at Renfern,

T-.'Sf'h sn,, carriage roads for the inward and outward traflic are placed on the right and left hand of the station, and
4 ■ 40figh lfc' ,j 'e.y arte ab°"'.n ro bf C° feet wide, which is too great a width and may be reduced. These roads

fr40ln ,iacb other1for lb6lr whole length, also for their approach towards or going from the stations. This is an 
mportant feature. Tbe pedestrian traffic is in like manner provided for by paths <?0 and 40 feet wide.

Devonshire-streot to be made 80 feet wide, and lowered as proposed by the Department. There need be no difficulty 
in grading this street into George and Pitt streets, and made fit for all ordinary traffic.

Pitt, Hay, and Elizabeth-streets here shown to bo made 100 feet wide.
All
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J. H. Hunt. All the portion of the city, tinted yellow, known na Flags tuff Hill, will some day he resumed and levelled down.
,—Then on this portion of the city, as here indicated, the true site for a city station will be found to be connected with the 

ii Auff., 1397. present proposed line, as shown on plan per blue lines,
The connection with North Shore should be by a high-level bridge from Ball's Head, as heic shown. The Northern 

railway traffic will some day have to lie brought into Sydney tia North Shore, and by tho route here indicated, I submit 
to you no estimates. That would be too big a gratuitous work, X do not believe in approximate estimates. They only 
lead to trouble- ,

I am, however, of opinion, that the re-sale of a portion of the land set apart by my scheme for new station, and not 
required for same, will mote than pay for the resumption of the whole of the Asylum site properties, also for compensation 
and resumptions m connection with the extension of the suburban line into the city. The four city stations will all be
inexpensive structures, _ . Ml ,

The George-street portion of the Wynyard-squarc station can be so designed as to bring in a rent that will fully pay 
the interest on the outlay for building the Hallway Coinmisgimiers' offices on that site. By this scheme the Central Station 
will be relieved of all these expensively-designed offices attached to the Park scheme—and become little more than an area 
roofed over—the mouey thus saved in those proposed offices of the Hyde Park scheme will pay for the extra foundation 
work and all the retaining-walls belonging to the proposed central station, thus my scheme can be made to embrace only 
the cost of line construction with ordinary provisions for stations,

I am of opinion, and have proof to support that opinion, that all rival schemes to those of the Department arc loaded 
down with big figures ; take for instance the valuation of the properties on the Asylum site, which is excessive to a 
degree, and what is to be expected from an officer who admits that he had but a few hours given him for the work. To 
make matters still worse he puts down twice as much as would be required to provide accommodation elsewhere. All 
this tends to make the public believe that the Hyde Park scheme is in comparison the least-costly to the State, winch is

I have not marked on this skeleton-plan any grades ; they have, however, been studied, and considered in all places 
to be practicable. It cannot be fairly expected of a man m private practice to go in this gratuitous manner into all 
these minute details pertaining to so impoitaut a work after the maimer shown by thuse elaborate drawings prepared by the 
Department. I submit that this scheme of mine, while not in every respect my own [it is the result of studying other 
schemes,), is worthy of being developed by many drawings, and in a fair and honest manner by the skill of the Department— 
or myself to be commissioned by the Government for the purpose—so that it may lie brought into fair competition with the 
Hyde Park scheme. . 4 ,

How7 are you, Gentlemen, or the Members of Parliament, to correctly judge of this question if some opposing plan to 
that of Hyde Park is not developed in the same elaborate manner as has been done for the Departmental scheme. ^

There is one fallacy about this Hyde Park scheme w'hich should at once be exploded, and that is as to the additional 
revenue to be gained by its adoption. It is well-known that the suburban residents are discontented as to the rate of fares 
at present existing, and they will not be satisfied until a reduction is made, then away goes this great public lever used at 
present in lifting this Hyde Park scheme into favour- jit *.

In concluding these somewhat severe remarks, I must beg of you, gentlemen, to clearly understand that I am not 
prompted to this position by any antipathy to any Government officer- Few men have, during the past thirty or moic 
years, been more courteously treated than I have by the officers of the Sendee ; I nm no enemy of theirs-
In order to enable tbe Members of tho Committee to judge for themselves of the defective planning of 
the Hyde Park railway station, I will point out that the passenger traffic to and from the station 
must pass through an archway only 20 feet wide. The entrance hall is described as 54 ft. by 36 ft.; 
but it is narrowed down by an opening of 20 feet, through which the passenger traffic must enter 
or leave tbe station. The covered approach marked upon the plan is for the use of vehicles. When 
first I looked at the sketch of the proposed building, I thought that 1 was wrong ; but I now find that 
what would appear at first sight to be an opening beyond this covered approach, is blocked by a
screen-wall. . „
1980. Does the plan give sufficient room to enable passengers to get to and from the station with comiort. 
Ho ; it would cause the greatest discomfort. The colonnade is figured 15 feet, but drawn to 11 feet. If 
it had been drawn to 15 feet, it would be narroived down by the thickness of the walls, which you cannot 
put at less than 3 feet thick. That makes the colonnade really only 12 feet wide, a width which well not 
give decent elbow room. It is monstrous to think of a crowd passing through such a colonnade. When 
the public pass out into the covered way, they are amongst the cabs and carriages. Why not give a direct 
opening in the front of the building, and make it twice or three times 20 feet. Let us see wbat entrances 
there are. To the east, there is a little rubbishy entrance where the passengers have to pass by the 
urinals, with their stink and unpleasant surroundings. Tou have an idea of what the approach to this 
main entrance will be like when you compare it with tho street and the flight of steps leading down^ in 
front of Mort's warehouse, remembering that you have here about twice the height to contend with. 
On the western side there will be two more small rubbishy entrances. As regards the cab road, could
anything be worse than a circular approach such as is shown on the plan. _
1981. Do you consider that there is sufficient room for the public, after you get away from the station ? 
Hot to my way of thinking.
1982. Are you aware that it is proposed to open the street between Elizabeth-street and Castlereagh-street
across the High School grounds ? I have read so. That would empty the traffic into another street, 
where it would be jambed up again, ... T jot
1983. But would it not to some extent get rid of the difficulty of dealing with it in St. James -road? It 
is not enough. I had the opening you speak of in my mind when I was writing the statement which I 
have just read. The front main platform is figured as 60 feet; hut it is narrowed down to 43 feet; what 
is 43 feet of width for a crowd. The offices could not have been put in a worse place than they are. I 
could put before you—but I would not like to do so, because it would not be acting according to profes
sional etiquette—prize plans of railway stations designed by pupils of the Home or American Architectural 
Societies, which would put this plan to shame, infinitely more commodious and better arranged than the 
plan before the Committee. The Department has the same opportunity of knowing these things as I have.
1984. You stated that Park-street would have to be raised 9 feet; but Mr. Hickson says tbat it would 
only have to be raised 3 ft. 6 in. That is the evidence he gave before this Committee on the I3th July ? 
Well even that will not be allowed. 9 feet may be too high a figure; I am, however, certain 3 ft. 6 in. is 
just as too tight. The approach to Park-street is quite steep enough now, without your making a camel’s 
back of it.
1985. In your scheme you propose to have tbe main station at Eedfern on the Benevolent Asylum 
grounds? Yes.
1986. With a stopping-place at the back of the markets ? Yes.
19.87. Prom there you would go to Wynyard-square? Yes. I would have a stopping-place at Wynyard- 
square. _ , .
1988. Are you aware that Wynyard-square could not be taken for a railway station ? I am not in 
sympathy with tbe constitutional opinions which I heard expressed yesterday.

1989.
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1989. "Wynyard-square is in a different position from Hyde Park ;—when the Barrack-square was sold, in J’ H- ifunt. 
1819 or 1850,1 was present at the sale, and 1 clearly remember that it was stipulated that Wynyard-
square was to he reserved as a park for the benefit of the purchasers of the adjoining lands ? I know ” AuS'’ 
that is a very common stipulation;—does it not also applv to Macquarie-street property.
1990. Xo. The old Barrack-square was sold upon the stipulation that Wynyard-square should not be 
taken from the people without their consent ? Well, 1 know that when the Exhibition was built tbe 
property-owners in Macquarie-street raised tbe objection that it could not be allowed to' remain there, 
because they bad purchased their properties upon the understanding that that site should be kept open.
I do not propose to build anything on Wynyard-square above street level or in any way which would 
depreciate the value of the surrounding property. My proposal would rather add to the value of the 
surrounding property.
1991. The people would not consent to the resumption of tho Bark unless they received heavy compensa
tion ? Very good; if the Government could not get tbe land without paying compensation, they could 
afford to pay for it. I say, however, that all the properties round there will be very much improved, aud 
the owners of them should pay tribute to, rather than receive compensation from the G-ovemmont
1990. You propose to have another station at Mort’s Statue ? Yes, passing under the street into the
Education llcpartment’s grounds. "
1993. Have you taken into consideration the cost of the necessary resumptions ? Xo. If you give me a 
commission I will go into matters of cost.
1991. Have you taken into consideration the cost of the construction of the line? I do not believe in 
giving approximate estimates. To obtain an estimate of any value more elaborate drawings than I have 
put before the Committee would have to be prepared.
1995. You are entirely against the proposal referred to the Committee ? Yes, as to the Park scheme.
1990. It is unfortunate that you cannot give us au approximate idea of the cost of your scheme—we have 
an estimate of the approximate cost of the scheme submitted by the Commissioners ? I repeat 
that is asking too much from a private person. In my private work I have always avoided giving 
approximate estimates, because it is a most dangerous proceeding; it always gets you into trouble.
But, as you know so much much more than 1 do about the evidence given before the Committee,
I am with you in trying to make out an approximate estimate. It must, however, be a partnership 
estimate, and you must lx-ar the larger share of the blame for errors. Your officer, Mr. Deane, on 
pago 9 of the evidence given before the Royal Commission, puts down for resumption of land £100,090.
In regard to that item, I say that with my scheme there will he a sufficient amount obtained from tho 
proposed re-sale of property at Redfern to pay for all tho other resumptions, so that we can wipe out the 
cost of resumption altogether. With regard to the construction of the lino, Mr. Deane puts down, in 
round figures, £300,000 for six sets of rails. I propose to have two sets of rails, which would cost about 
one-third of that amount. But, inasmuch as my line would be three times the length of tho proposed 
line, the total cost of construction might be put down at £300,000. Then it must be remembered that 
it is much more expensive to cut tunnels than to bring the lino by what you term a ‘‘ cut aud cover."
You might put down another £100,000 for the tunnel work in my proposal, which would make tho total 
cost .£400,000. '
1997. You stated that yon thought the officials who had brought out these plans had not taken sufficient 
time? Ho. I. referred to the valuation given by the Government Architect on page GS of the Com
mission’s evidence, where lie says, “In accordance with the request of the Chairman handed to me yester
day.” It is the words “ handed to me yesterday” that I wisli to direct your attention. I take exception 
to the whole of the valuations which follow, especially since it ja stated further on that all tho buildings 
there arc dilapidated. I think that the figures are exorbitant.
1998. I suppose you understand that the estimate of £48,900 does not include the value of the land ? I 
understand that.
1999. ilfr. Jilank.} I think you could put up new buildings for that amount ? I would like to bo com
missioned to rebuild all the buildings there for the £80,000 that is put down. In these had times, 1 should 
think myself very lucky to have such a contract.
2000. Mr. Lee.'} Regarding the alleged defect iu the architectural planning of the proposed station 
buildings at Hyde Bark, could not a defect of that character he overcome ? I would overcome it by 
putting a, sponge over the whole design and wiping it out, commencing de novo.
2001. But if this were the only difficulty in the way of the acceptance of the proposal it could he over
come ? You have not room to get sufficient accommodation on that site, and to get away under Park-street.
2002. But you contend that there is not sufficient room allowed in the proposed design for the ingress and 
egress of passengers ? Yes ; and if you make sufficient provision you must, take away so much from 
the length allowed for railway working. To get more accommodation you must go hack onto the railway 
lines.
20013. Tbat would not affect the opening you spoke of ? Xo : but the whole plan is jambed up. Their 
Etaiding-point was Park-street, hut they found that they tied themselves up so much that they had to curtail 
their plan, and also set to work to put on figures to make up for their defective planning.
2001. Your suggestion is practically the same as that which you laid before the Royal Commission. You 
would bring tho suburban traffic right down to Flasrstaff Hill, cutting down Flagstaff Hill for that pur
pose ? 1 do not propose to cut down Flagstaff Hill just at present. "We could not afford to do it; hut I
want that to he looked to as a future development.
2005. The Committee would be quite unable to recommend your scheme without an. estimate of cost.
Any recommendation they may make to Parliament must be accompanied by a recommendation of cost ?
Det me call your attention to Mr. Deane’s evidence ;—

Have you any scheme prepared yourself? No; I do not propose to submit any scheme. I merely'propose to take 
any instructions from the Commission to look into matters.

I suppose you are prepared to criticise any scheme which may he submitted ? from an engineering point of view.
I want him to criticise this scheme, and you to give him instructions as to estimating the cost.
2006. You suggest that an estimate of the cost of your proposal should he prepared by the Departmental 
engineers ? Yes. I should think that tho Department, with the materials which they should have at 
hand, would be able to give you an approximate estimate in a few days.
2007. That is the course you suggest should he adopted ? I think it is the proper course. It is the most 
reliable course, and their evidence would carry the most weight.

. 196-0 2008.
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J. H. Hunt. 200S, With regard to the laud to be resumed, on wbalrbasis should it be valued ;—would you accept the 
municipal valuations, or the valuations of the Commissioners of Taxation? That is a matter for your 

■6 Aug., 1897- 0fl}cer, t0 (Jeci,]e, ^
2000. I thought you took objection to Mr. Povdmu’e valuation ? Ho; I only spoke of the Government 
Arehilect's valuation, lleing an architect, 1 am in a better position to criticise that valuation than I 
would be to criticise a land valuator’s work. ^ _
2010. But, as an architect, you have for a long time boon engaged in valuing land ? Ho ; that work is now 
taken away from us. Our profession now is reduced to one dealing with bricks aud mortar only. We 
cannot give evidence in the Law Courts iu regard to land valuation.
20L1. Tou suggest that the land should be valued on the most approved modern plan? It should be 
valued by the laud valuers of tbe Department. i
2012. The land which will be resumed under the Departmental scheme lies between Livcrpool-street and
Gipps-street ? That resumption will also apply to mv scheme. Then I take a portion fronyCampbell- 
street diagonal]v across to George-street. at its junction with Gonlburn-strect. where the buildings are 
all occupied by Chinamen. Ton will also have to pay compensation to got under the little piece of property 
between Margaret-street and George-street. _
2013. "Would any resumption be necessary for your proposed station at the markets? Ho.
2014. All your eitv stations, although daylight stations, would be underground ? Tes.
2015. Mr. Fcqan.'] Ton said that tbe construction of a station at Wynyard-square would increase the 
value of the surrounding property ;—would it surprise you to bear that several witnesses have stated that 
wherever large railway stations have been constructed the surrounding property has very considerably 
depreciated? I know that. Such evidence bears upon stations like the station we have at Bedfern, 
where you have steam-engines at work. On my proposed line L would adopt the American system of 
using electricity, with its quietness and cleanness, and all its other advantages.
201G. Where would you change motors ? A.t Kedfern. _
2017. That would mean a delay of a- minute or two ? There would always be time required by people 
getting ont at Kedfern, aud the change oonld be made while they were leaving the train. I look upon 
the Wynyard-square station, with the opening through to George-street, as the most popular that could 
be devised. I have mentioned it to two or three George-street people, and they all approve of it. Tou 
could erect a building of Roverai storeys, using the greater part of it for offices for the Kailway Com
missioners, and you could let the two lower storeys. _ ■
2013. Then au increase of revenue would result from your scheme? I think so.
2010. "Why should there not also be an increase of revenue as the result of the Hyde Park scheme ? 
Because when people are in Hyde Park they arc not in the heart of the city. Tbe line J propose would 
take them right- through the business parts of tbe city, and they would get out at the various stations I 
have provided for. ^ ,
2020. Would uot vour line interfere with the George-street electric tram ? Xo ; the tram will always pick 
up street traffic. It will accommodate people travelling short distances in the streets.

■ 2u21. You believe that the route yon suggest is better than tbe Hyde Park' scliome, and would give more
convenience to the people ? I am sure of it. .
2022. Mr. Trickett.'] Do yon still adhere to your proposal to cut down Piagstaff Hill, and to take the 
railway there? I want it to be clearly understood tbat whatever we do in the matter of railway extension 
now, something else will be required within ihe next twenty-five years : and it will be a pity not to show 
a little forethought and foresight in regard to these requirements. The levelling of Piagstaff Hill has 
nothing to do with the present scheme ; but I look upon it as a development of that scheme.
2023. You arc as vigorous an opponent of the Hyde Park scheme as ever? Yes ; I want Hyde Park to 
be a city square, and a site for our great buildings. It is not a place for loafers or a breathing-spaceit _ 
is a place which must become a great city square, surrounded by public buildings. Seeing tbat tbe city 
was originally laid out in so barbarous a manner, it seems almost an act of Providence, intended to benefit 
architects, that this magnificent park should have been reserved for a city square.

Alexander Wilson sworn, and examined :—
A. Wilson. 2024. GAMraon.] You are a resident of the City of Sydney ? Yes. _
^—.a^»—. 2025. Mr. Lee.] You desire to give some evidence with respect to the proposed extension of the railway 
Aug., 1897. into the city? Yes. I wish to give evidence in support of the scheme referred to the Committee.

Recognising the very strong sentiment which exists for the preservation of Hyde Parly and sympathising 
with it to a great extent, I have endeavoured to make a suggestion which will get over the difficulty which 
the proposal to take part of Hyde Park for a central railway station has created. Aly scheme is shown 
on the map I now hand in to the Committee.
2026. Will you briefly outline your proposal ? 1 propose that the Government should resume the whole
of the blocks enclosed by Liverpool-street, Elizabeth-strcet as far as Gipps-street, Macquarie-street 

‘ South, and a line which is a parish boundary, and is almost conterminous with the main part of Foster
street.’ I also suggest the resumption of the little block upon the ridge between 'Randall and Devonshire 
streets. I believe that tbe Koyal Commission recommended the extension of the Elizabeth-street tram to 
Devonsbire-street; but I am not sure by what route. I propose that the tram-lines should betaken 
straight along Elizabeth-strcet to Prince Alfred Park, though the hill at the end pf Elizabeth-street would 
have to be cut down, and, in order not to disturb the levels of some of the other streets there, resumptions 
would have to be made. I suggest the resumption of the whole corner. One feature which has not 
been noticed, I think, in this connection is the congestion of traffic in Oxford-street, especially upon race- 
days. I find, however, that from Hyde Park corner—that is, the Liverpool-street corner—to Kandwick 
by the present tram route is only 20 chains shorter than by the route going straight up Elizabeth-street. 
The Elizabeth-street route would have the advantage that there would be no grades to speak of. Thus 
you would save the Oxford-street hill, and you would not mix the Kandwick traffic up with any other 
tram traffic, except the Botany traffic. I feel sure that the trams could run tbe extra 20 chains in the 
same time as, if not in fire minutes less than they take to make the journey to Kandwick now. This is 
a matter which I think must force itself upon the attention of the authorities every day. My proposal 
would also relieve the tram traffic in tbe upper end of Pitt-street, and would avoid a certain amount of 
the danger which occurs in shunting trams from one line to another near the Redfern terminus. Even 
if it took two or three minutes longer than it takes at present to reach Kandwick by the route X propose, 
there would he a- gain in the lessening of traffic in Oxford-street. . ' 2027.
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2027. Do jtou think that is a matter connected with this inquiry ? I think that any scheme for the A. Wilson, 
opening up of new roads should have the general improvement of the city traffic in view. The narrow
ridge along which Oxford-street goes is the only way out of the city to the east and south-east, and all the ® 1®97.
traffic, you can divert from that road the better. Upon race-days it is specially important that Oxford- 
street should be relieved. "
2028. I notice that you propose the resumption of proper] ies above "Wexford-street ? That ie included 
in the resumptions necessary for the line. There are several churches and a public school on that block, 
but I do not see any reason for removing them. T do not sot up as an expert u|,on the subject of land 
values, but I have consulted, though merely in a friendly wav, a gentleman who is one of tho recognised 
authorities upon this subject in the city. .As to the value of the buildings, neither of us could go into 
that. The block which I propose to resume will practically be gutted by the present proposal, and I con
tend that to have an approach to and an exit from the city through park land for the lirst IT mile, instead 
of through slums, with views of back yards, is worth paying something for. My scheme would also pro
vide park land where it is snore valuable to the resident population than is that part of Hyde Park which 
it is proposed to take for the railway station. There is a dense population immediately to the east and 
south-east of these areas, and a great number of people walk through that part of the city every day.
2029. Your scheme would very much disturb the properties neur Wexford-street;—that might not he a 
very serious evil ? Yes. The people whose residences would be destroyed might probably be able to find 
more desirable residences out towards "Waterloo, or in other suburbs where they could get more fresh air.
2080. You provide for a continuous line of park from Prince Alfred Park right down to Mrs. Macquarie's 
Chair ? Yes ; something like what they have in Adelaide.
2081. Such a park would scarcely be surpassed in any part of the world? T think not, and the resump
tions could be made without disturbing any business premises. AU that would be taken would be an 
occasional butcher’s or baker’s shop.
2032. The properties that you propose to resume are not very high-class, so that the cost should not be 
very much ? I think tbat the cost should not be large. The country should not feel the expenditure of 
£100,000 upon a matter like this.
2033. You contend that if this scheme were adopted if would meet with the objections of many good
meaning people to the resumption of any part of Hyde Park? 1 think so. I wish to defer to their 
objections to the taking of park land, though it must be remembered that park land is public land, and is to 
bo qsed, if need be, for any public purpose, A man may have an acre of land surrounding his house, all 
of it in gardens, but he may later on feel it necessary to keep a horse and trap, and thereupon take some 
part of tho garden to provide for the building of a stable. He says to himself, “ "Wc shall have less 
ground at home, but we shall have au opportunity to go a little further abroad for fresh air."’ I think that 
is an analogous ease. At the same time, however, 1 recognise the weightiuess of the sentiment against 
the taking of any park land. •
2034. You wish to show that if proper provision is made for increasing the area of park land elsewhere
there should be no reason for cavilling at the resumption of part of Hyde Park ? 1 think that my scheme
would answer tho objections of a large number of people who object to the resumption of Hyde Park, and 
it will better distribute the breathing-spaces of the city. "With regard to the extension of the railway, I 
have no scheme of my own, hut I have formed an opinion iu regard to the other schemes which have been 
submitted. I would like to recall an occasion about sixteen years ago when some members of the Com
mittee and myself were all Members of the Assembly, and there was a discussion upon a motion for the 
construction of the Public Library, or the Law Courts—T think the Law Courts—at the top of King- 
street. I remember that the Hon. Mr. Pilcher, who was then a Member of the Assembly, made a speech' 
upon that occasion, in which he asked, “ Where did the population ebb and flow, where did the trams 
bring tho people to ?” Someone said something about Bridge-street. “Well,” he answered, “ I grant 
you that the Commissioner runs the trams down to Bridge-street; but the population flows to King- 
street,” aud he argued that King-street was not where the Law Courts should be placed. His remark, 
however, iu regard to the ebbing and flowing of population struck me as very expressive. If the ebb and 
flow was to and from King-street then, it is three times as much so now.
2035. What do you consider the centre of the city ? Tho corner of Pitt and King streets. I have seen 
a good many of the big cities of the world, and I have been in Hew York, which has been referred to in 
connection with this matter. New York, struck me as being very similar to Sydney in its geographical 
situation and business arrangements. Any scheme for sweeping all round by Darling Harbour with a 
tunnel hero and a tunnel there would not take the traffic away from the proposed extension to St. James’- 
road. If you had a line going round on the west side of the city to‘ Circular Quay—and you will have 
some day—the bulk of the people who bring revenue to the railway would still travel to St. James’-road.
203C. Are you of opinion that in the course of a few years the centre of the city will be moved up more 
to about where tho Kedfern railway station is? Certainly not. Sydney will grow upwards, but the 
busiest part of Sydney for all time will be down from Kedfern to Dawes Point. The business will become 
more and more concentrated there.
2037. You have no reason to suppose that the business centre of the city will be transferred to some place 

"further south than Kedfem? No. Pifty times the business that is now done can be done within the 
present business area. If you will look at the map of New York you will see how small the business area 
is there. ’There are 2,000 acres of park land within the city of New York. All that land is practically 
contained in Central Park, which is 5 miles from the post office. The reason why none of tho principal 
railway lines come into the city of New York is that New York is built on an island, to whicli there is 
practically only one way of getting, if you except the Brooklyn Bridge. I have read statements in regard 
to a North Shore connection. "When the city has a population of 1,000,000 it will be quite time enough 
to consider some scheme for coming out of the top of a chimney somewhere about Cumberland-stroet and 
crossing to North Sydney. When that time arrives the country will probably be able to pay the cost of the 
connection. In New York they recognise now that they bnilt the Brooklyn Bridge before they were ready.
2038. In every city larger than our own have you not noticed that no one line serves the entire popula
tion, and that it has been necessary to bring in several lines at different points;—will'not thatbe the case 
here ? Yes. The time will come when the Circular Quay scheme will be necessary ; but the St. James’- 
road scheme will meet present requirements, I may add that I have never owned a foot of land in the "
city or suburbs, and that I do not live in a railway suburb, but as a citizen of New South Wales, when a 
matter 6f this importance comes to be discussed, I desire to give my views upon it.

TUESDAY,
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The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the Railway system of the Colony from 
the present terminus at Redfern into the city, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. Jamcs’-road.

John Musson, Civil Engineer, sworn, and examined:—
J. Musson. 2039. Chairman!\ Tou arc a resident of Sydney and an engineer ? Tes. ,

-v—2040. Mr. Fraaw.l Have you a statement to make? With regard to the projert hefore the Committee, 
10Aug.,1897. i would point out that some five years ago I submitted the same project to a Royal Commission, as the 

plan which I have here (product) will show. While I would bring the line into Hvde Park, 1 would 
take no portion of the surface of Hyde Park. I would go along the western side of Hyde Park close to 
Elizabeth-street, and at St. James’-road would go round, by a curve of 8 chains to the Domain, or under 
Macquarie-street. My object was to get a station without taking any portion of the surface ot the Rnrk, 
and in that I succeeded very well. I have provided a very nice roomy station 500 feet long.
2041. How far underground would that station be? The platforms would bo about 14 feet underground. 
There would he just enough room for the carriages to pass, Gnder Macquarie-street the line might be 
30 or 40 feet below the surface, and no sound would be heard in Parliament House or any of the other 
buildings there. The scheme now before you is practically the same as that which I then suggestef, and 
I think that the least that might be done was to acknowledge it. Before the Royal Commission it was 
known as my scheme. Mr, Eddy came in, and thought well of it, and adopted it, and now it ia called the 
Commissioner’s scheme. The station which I propose will be at the end of the 1 ark but the line itself 
could go on to tbe site of the old Colonial Architect’s department. There is not room enough make a 
circle there. I gave evidence on this subject before the Royal Commission on tbe bth June, 1890, and 
I also competed when the merchants of tbe city called for competitive designs. I was the onlv one 
who received no prize in that competition ; but somehow or other the authorities are adopting my scheme
2042. There is no difference between the scheme you propounded before the Royal Commission and that 
which has been referred to the Committee ? There are certain differences in detail, but tbe principle is 
the same. I Would go through the Park below the surface of the ground, with occasional openings for
ventilation purposes. „ „ , ^ or -i.„,,ij2043. Are you against taking any portion of the surface of Hyde Park for railway purposes . I should 
very much regret the resumption of any part of Hyde Park. That place is a picture, and if you put
buildings upon it you would destroy the picture. , , , , , , - ,,1 ,2044. Except that it takes part of the Park, you believe that the scheme now referred to is the best 
scheme for extending the railway into the city? If you have to go to Hyde Park I am, however, 
decidedly opposed to the Departmental scheme; Ihe cost would be enormous; it would como to

* £1,000,000, and if you estimate the number making use of the railway each day at lo,000, you can see
what each of those passengers would have to pay to enable the Commissioners .to meet the interest m 
in addition to the working expenses. Besides £1,000.000 would build a good many miles of railway else
where, and I, as an engineer, say that there is not the slightest necessity for going to Hyde Park, lor 
that matter, you do not want a railway proper into the city at all. 1 have another seneme for meeting 
the difficulty which I would like to lay before the Committee. v „ r
2045. An entirely new scheme, or a variation of your original scheme . An entirely new scheme. T 
propose to run the railway traffic through the city direct. Why should not passengers be able to go 
direct to Burwood from the city as ijiey can to Balmain or to Paddington.
2046. I suppose you know that the prime reason given for the proposed removal ot tho Central station
into the city is the congestion of traffic at Redfern ? That is so. i t> ar ,
2047. Where would you bring your suburban traffic from ? I would bring it right through Redfern into
the city. _
2048. By what route ? By the ordinary lines. , „ „ , ^ ^ r „„„2049. Do you mean on the tram lines? Tes, or perhaps through Castlercagh-street. I would run 
passengers^right through in the same carriages. There is no engineering difficulty connected with this
2050. What is the heaviest traffic at Redfern in the busiest hour of the day? About 5,000, and you have 
ten platforms to work it on. On my principle, you must have a circular line, so as to keep the trains 
continually moving. The suburban railway traffic in comparison with the long-distance traffic is about 
10 to 1 I would run the trams into the railway station, and then along on the railway-hue. It is a new 
idea ; but I have the opinion of a very great authority in its favour—the late Mr. Goodchap. The expense 
of work in c would be at least onc-half the expense of working a railway. That is a matter o( importance, 
because the present fares are enormously high. In New Tork their great station is 4 Rules from the 
bottom of the city, and the other day—Grant’s day they call it—the traffic on two of the lines was 400,000. 
I think they have five overhead railways in New Tork. The fare is 2*d.f and the distance is close upon
2051. ̂ Tour previous scheme was an overhead scheme? On a former occasion I proposed an overhead 

. system. I am still in favour of that system; but I do not propose it now. I propose to go right on to
the Circular Quay, with the loop as shown on the plan before the Committee. It was always intended to
take the line that way. 2052
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2052. Mr. Boherts.] "Would that be a daylight line ? Tes. Prom the junction of Hunter and Elizabeth J' h usson. 
streets J would go right through to Bligh-strect, and then through the “ Creswick Club Hotel ” along 
Toung-streetto the Circular Quay, havinga loop round by way of Pitt-street. Macquarie-place, and Loftus- '
street, with connections as shown in pink on the plan. 1 have a letter here, written by the late Mr,
Goodchap, which I should like to read to the Committee. He and I were upon very friendly terms, and 
before bis death were discussing this point.

Dear Mr. Musson, S .Tunc, IS96.
I am sure that your proposal to hring the suburban trains to the Circular Quay by the tram-line, though good 

in theory, would not answer in practice. I thought it well out when in office. Some of tho business trains are formed of 
nine cart iages. The motor could not haul them—three of those carriages, if so many—and it would involve too much 
delay to bicalt a suburban tram into three or more divisions.

Then, again, there is the difficulty of getting to the Quay by any steam-line without tunnelling.
' With electricity, I understand, grade is not an insuperable difficulty. You have only to increase tho volt to meet 

the contingency.
Let me suggest to you how to meet the rcquiicmcnts of tho case.
Use steam as at present between the suburban stations and Tlcdfcin. When the trains reach Redfern (even nine 

carriages) slip your engine, and, with the usual armature, attach carriages (instantaneous action ; indeed, it may be done ‘ 
before the carriages have censed moving) to an overhead electric wire, which should be erected along the present tram-line 
to Bridge-street, and thence by an extended line to Circular Quay, returning by a loop or circle either south or north of 
Bridge-street. ,

The whole of the suburban passengers can bo brought in this way to Circular Quay without changing carriages, or 
they can be dropped at their destinations era route.

The railway into Svdney is required chiefly by the residents of the railway suburbs.
We are told that the whole system of tramways is to be worked by electricity in the immediate future. Commence 

with the present line from Redfern to the Quay, and tarry your suburban trains upon it, In eight months it could 
be done.

I am sure I should have attempted it in my time had the power and possibilities of electricity been in the advanced 
stage they are now.

J have marked my letter private, because I wish you to have the benefit—if there be any in it—of a slight addition
to your central and substantive plan of brinnina the suburban trains into Sydney by use of the tram-line.J r t, a j j j c_ A_ G00DCHAPi

I have also written out a few notes in regard to this project I would like to read to the Committee. The 
main principle of my scheme is the taking of the tram traffic right on to the railway line :—

It is stated that the difficulty at Redfern is the want of room to work the traffic. There are, I believe, jen plat
forms, and the long-distance traffic in comparison to suburban is about I in 10 ; the area of the station in comparison with 
usual city railway stations is large. The difficulty arises solely from the distribution to their proper platforms and 
carriages of passengers arriving by tram that have traversed the city : the same confusion arises from the arriving trains, 
and the journey from them to the street trains and omnibuses.

Departmental figures show that between—
a<ni. No. of Trains arrived. No. departure. Total. Passengers—Total.

12 . .....  27 ..... .......... 1,002
S tn 9 ...... ......... 22 .......... ...... t) ........... ... . 31 ..... ........... 3,921
0 to 10 ...... .......... 9 ......... ......  9 ........... ..... 18 ..... .......... 5,601

p m.
4 to 5 ................. 6 ................. 12 ................. 18 ................. 2,301
15 to 6 ................. 13 ................. 25 ................. 38 ................. 1,227
6 to 7 ............ ..... H ................. 16 ................. 30 ................. 4,029
The above are busy hours, and 5,000 passengers an hour docs not appear a large number for the accommodation and 

space, and the number of porters employed to expedite traffic. _
The number of railway trams arriving and departing, as given on time-tables, are 18S arriving and departing, 

without the slightest confusion or help other than the conductor. The time occupied in the stoppages is about ten seconds.
In addition te the 188 trams passing over Elizabeth-street to Liverpool-street during the same period ore 1,216 ; that 

is more than seven times as many as the railway has, and the total number of passengers thus carried by the street trams 
may be estimated at 150,000, deduct therefrom (say) 28,000 railway suburban passengers, would leave 125,000, who were 
collected and discharged without help or platform. Compare the Email expense with that attending the same duties to the 
railway suburban passengers, and the large amount of capital that has been expended in station buildings and an army of 
porters, and which has to lie borne by the travellers.

The whole ot the difficulty and the trouble and expense of changing carriages at Redfern may be overcome by having 
tlie cars or carriages pass through the city and Kedfern to the railway suburbs without change of carriages ; that the 
system should be the circle or loop ; that the service should he at short intervals, with small handy trains with suitable 
carriages; in fact, that the railway suburbs should be served as other suburbs now are, except that the stopping-places 
should be much increased. ...

Thus Redfern could he passed with passengers collected en route through the city to their destination in the suburbs 
without change of carriages, aud the same routine from their homes to the city. There would be no more bother or con
fusion than there would be in stopping at any nf the city tram stopping-places.

In the city there would at convenient places be two or three tram-station buildings, with accommodation for rest 
and refreshments, aud other conveniences, the want of which to the present time is a disgrace to that Department and any 
civilised community. , _

It may be suggested that the vicinity of the High School, at Elizabeth-street, would be one good position, and 
another at Circular Quay. _

The question of traction is an engineering and an important one. I have already addressed your Committee on that 
subject. As it is decided to adopt electricity for our street railways, motor-cars could be used on the railway, aud on 
arrival at Redfern, where the trolly system would be installed, the engine would slip the tram, and instantaneous connection 
with the overhead wire.

Possibly our railway suburban train may be worked by the three-rail system.
However, the above will take time ; but the system of through communication between city and suburbs, and the 

circle system, may be adopted at once, and it may be experimentally on probation, and that at a very small cost indeed, 
and that is by working the motors on the railway, using the present track, the station turning to the right.

I think such a system would satisfy tho railway passenners, and save the additional cost that they would have 
to pay. The interest on a million of money would entail a tax on passengers of about 2d. per day, apart from that of 
working expenses.

The economies would effect a very large saving in working expenses that would allow of a gradual reduction up to 
half the cost now charged. This is a very important consideration in these times, and it would draw a larger population 
from the city and induce settlement on suburban lands.

1 may mention ft city elevated railway—that of New York city. It is 33 miles long. It has about five branches 
in the city. It charges one fare, 2id., for distances up to 10 or 11 miles. Its funded capital is about £7,000,000 sterling. 
During arecentcommemoration—Grant's—on tw-o of its lines 406,000 passengers were carried in twelve hours. Between nine 
to eleven, 101,000 were carried. _

I most strongly suggest that the tram line should go to Circular Quay. It could easily and quickly be done at a 
very small cost. This is necessary to adopt the lock or circle system. My plan shows a line easy of gradient and direct, 
which would remove the dangerous block at Park-street, and the no less dangerous block and gravitation shunting system 
at Bridge-si rcct, by which already a valuable life has been sacrificed.

Thel and that would be set free and leased premises capitalised in value would far exceed he cost of my proposed line.
2052.



110 parliamentary standing committee on public works.

396

J. Muaaon. 2053. Chairman.'] Tou do not desire to maintain the overhead proposal whicli you laid before ihe Eoyal 
Commission in 1390 ? 1 am not doing so, though I shall bo quite prepared to do so at any time.
2054-. Of the two setiemes.put before us to-day, you prefer the second ? Yes. I might mention inci
dentally that an elevated railroad with a double trade costs about £50,000 a mile.
2055. Tour evidence, given in 1890, contains ^our views in regard to an overhead railway ? Tes. If 
yon required a special, line for railway traffic you could bring it along Castlereagh-street, which is admir
ably adapted for tho purpose, being a quiet street, and with a slight curve you could get right down to- 
the Circular Quay, The system of taking the tram traffic right ou to the railway could be immediately 
adopted, and could be worked very cheaply.
2050. You have stated the salient points of your proposal ? Tes ; and iu the future I shall be glad to 
give any further evidence that the Committee may require. The late Mr, Groodchap drew the best men 
of the Colony around him, and there was no higher authority upon railway matters than he was, and he 
favoured this scheme. I fancy that even the present authorities would fancy it if it were brought before 
them. It would effect an enormous saving, and half of Eedfern would be to let.

Leighton Eesteven, M.E.C.S., sworn, and esamined :—
,L. Kesteven, 2057. Chairman.] Tou are a medical man, and secretary to tbe Hydo Park Defence Committee ? I am 

M.E.C.S. not appearing here as the secretary to the Hyde Park Defence Committee, but as a citizen, ami as a 
medical man.

l0Aug.,lS97. 2058. itfr. TVritfhf.] Do you desire to make a statement to the Committee? Tes ; the ground I take in.
protesting against the resumption of any portion of Ilyde Park is this: that Hyde L'arkis the one park which 
is in the centre of the city, and it would be injurious to tho health of the inhabitants of tbat part of tbe city 
which surrounds it to resume any portion of it. Of course there are plenty of other open spaces, you may 
tell me ; but I would poiut out that there are not other open spaces available to tbe residents of that part of 
tbe city immediately around Hyde Park. I live in Hyde Park, and my house overlooks that portion which 
it is proposed to take. lean assure the Committee that the Park is not, as it has been reported to be, a 
dumping ground for loafers. It is tbe exception to see them there, though you will see plenty of them in the 
Domain. The Park is used by respectable citizens. Upon fine afternoons you will see the Park crowded 
with respectable women and children enjoying themselves there and breathing God’s air, which they could 
not do if the bark were taken away from them. It is an understood axiom, I believe, tbat the great thing 
in modern cities is to keep tbe air as pure as may be, and, for tins reason, in every great city of the world 
you have the combustion of smoke insisted upon. In Sydney,, however, it is proposed to bring 200 
smoking furnaces into the heart of the city every day. Not only is it proposed to take away some of the 
free breathing spaces that we have now ; it is also intended to vitiate the atmosphere of the city still 
more than at present. If it were proposed to bring the railway under Hyde Park, I would fail to see- 
what objections there could be to it. You could get entrance at the corner of Park-street and at 
St. James’-road. I do not believe that any of the trustees of the Park, or any member of the Park 
Defence Committee, or any of those who object to the present scheme would object to the making of 
entrances from the.Park similar to those in use on Ihe Metropolitan Railway in London. Tou could put 
broad stair-ways at the corner of Park and Elizabeth streets, and at St. James’-road, which would permit 
people to go down and come up without the slightest difficulty. At the present time you have ample 
space for making a terminal station in the neighbourhood of Eedfern by resuming part of Devonshire- 
street and the cemetery,
2059. Tou tvould take tho Benevolent Asylum’s grounds and the cemetery for railway purposes ? Tes ; 
and a. portion of Devonshire-street. I would bring the Eedfern yard further north. This would give you 
more space than you would know what to do with. Tou never see terminal railway stations in the heart 
of a city in any part of the world. Tou would have ample space for dealing with all your country traffic at 
Eedfern, and for your city traffic you might have an underground railway. I cannot understand why it is 
proposed to take the surface of the most central park for a railway. If you run the line along in an 
open cutting, as proposed, every house near it will become uninhabitable as a private residence. It is 
bad enough in Hyde Park now, with the roar and rattle of the trams. If wc keep our windows open we 
cannot make ourselves heard in our front rooms. If there were a railway there not a single house would 
be habitable, nor could the fronts of them be used at all, because of tbe smoke and the dirt and noise ^ 
besides, the rest of the Park would be worth nothing. Notwithstanding the proposal of the Commis
sioners to take only 10 acres, or only 13J- acres, we know that no assurance that no more will be taken 
can be of any value. That is proved by tbe fact that many years ago the whole of the Park was given to- 
the public for their use for ever; and now it is proposed to take part of it from them. The present 
promise to take no more of the Park would not be worth auy more than tho first promise to take none of it. 
Besides, no one believes for a moment that only 13 acres will be taken. I am sure tbat I do not. The 
argument that there is plenty of open space over the harbour, which is in close proximity, falls to the 
ground. There is plenty of open space above the roofs of the houses; but it is not available to tbe 
people. This Park is the park in the city which should not be touched. It is all very well to say that it 
is a matter of economy to take it. It is always a matter of economy to concede anything. If you pay 
for Hyde Park, as the City Council had to pay for the market-square, it would cost you about £800,000, 
Tet you say that the whole scheme will only cost £625,000. If you steal my watch, it is very economical • 
but the watch is still of value. It is proposed to steal our park, and when we grumble at the Park being 
stolen, you offer us the Eedfern cemetery. It is like offering us one of onr own boots in exchange for 
our watch. It would take fifty years to make the cemetery anything like wbat Hydo Park is now. 
Further than tbat, the placing of an enormous station in Hyde Park will prevent us ever getting a. 
complete railway system AT hen you make your get-away to the Circular Quay and to North Shore, this 
scheme will, be found to be ten times more costly than any other which has been proposed. Of course, I 
am now trenching upon an engineering matter; but I am speaking from the reports which I have read. 
As a medical man, 1 take the stand that Hyde Park is the only park in the centre of the city which is 
available as a health resort.
20G0. You speak as a citizen and as a scientiest upon sanitary, matters ? As a citizen and as a medical 
man.
2061, Do you think that the taking of the Park would interfere very seriously with the health of the 
citizens and with the residential sites around the Park ? Yes. 20G2.
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2062. Do you believe that tbe railway should be extended into tbe city ? Most certainly,
2060. A re you in a position to recommend an alternative route ? Asa citizen. I may have opinions upon tbe 
-subject; but it would be a piece of presumption on my part to recommend any route. To my mind, any 
of the schemes proposed would be better than that which has been referred to the Committee.
206k You are of opinion that if the Devonshire-street Cemetery and a portion of Devonshire-street were 
taken we should have sufficient room there for a central station ? Yes.
2065. The Department say that they have been urged to bring the railway further into tbe city, and that 
they have, therefore, put forward this scheme ? W el), I object to their taking the central park of the city,
2066. But you are not antagonistic to the extension of the railway into ihe city ? X believe that the 
majority of the residents of ihe city are strongly in favour of bringing the railway into the city, and tbat 
they believe that auy of the schemes which have been submitted are better than that which is now before 
you.
2067. Do you think that in a warm climate like this au underground system of railways would he 
■convenient ? When I was a medical student I travelled upon the London underground railways for four 
or five years. If you can travel underground in London, where they have so foul an atmosphere, a fortiori 
you can do it with ten fimes more ease here, where the atmosphere is clearer, and where you .can have 
much better ventilation.
2068. The average temperature of London is about 50 or 60 degrees ? I am not speaking of the tempera
ture, but of the foul air. The temperature below ground is less than the temperature above ground. In 
a tunnel you arc not exposed to the sun.
2069. But you are exposed to ihe contamination of the atmosphere by escaped smoke and steam? Yes ; 
but there could bo proper vontilating-shafts.
2070. "Have you travelled over any of our country lines? I have been from here to Queensland by 
railway, aud I have travelled on the Parramatta Hue.
2071. Did you notice the extreme heat of tho tunnels upon the northern line ? Although I have been 
along that line several times I do not remember it at all.
2072. The best authorities upon railway matters here point out that any lengthy tunnel in Sydney would 
be practically useless—that the heat in it would be so great that people would not use it ? That is pure 
supposition.
2073. it is the opinion of scientific men ? Well, I speak with the experience of a traveller. The air in 
a tunnel is always colder than the air outside. ■
2074. In a tunnel half a mile long, through which trains were continuously passing, the temperature would
be very much increased, notwithstanding any ventilation that might be given? You could have shafts all 
.along to ventilate the tunnel. The Hawkesbury tunnel is different from these tunnels, because it is a 
long way underground, and you can only ventilate it at the ends. In the city you could have enough air- 
shafts to give sufficient ventilation without spoiling the Park at all. '
2075. The expert evidence given before the late Eoyal Commission spoke against tunnels? That evidence 
was given mainly on the side of the Kailway Commissioners. Mr. Varney Parkes told you the other day 
that you could have tho tunnels perfectly ventilated.
2076. So far as we have been able to ascertain from experts, and from reports in scientific journals, an 
underground railway in Sydney would produce an atmosphere which would be unbearable? Well, my 
experience is that there is not the slightest objection to underground railways.
2077. Are you aware that it would bo impossible to have a railway station anywhere iu the city without 
closing up certain streets ? I say that a city terminal, station is not necessary. Y'ou could get openings 
for an underground line without closing any of the streets.
2078. You believe that the central station should remain wdiere it is, and that the city should be served 
by an underground circular railway without any large stations ? Yes.
2079. Do you think that the citizens would be better served by that system than by the proposal to put 
the central railway station into the heart of the city ? I would not have a central station at Hydo Park. 
I consider that that is not a good business position.
2080. To have a large central station in any other part of Sydney than Hyde Park is physically impossible, 
because of the closing up of streets which it would entail ? I do not consider that it is necessary to have 
a large terminal station in tho city. You could get ample accommodation at Redfern.
2081. With more accommodation at Redfern, and with a circular city railway, all the requirements of 
traffic would be mot ? Yes, amply.
2082. Mr. Fegnn.'] I suppose you are awnro that a larger air-space is being offered to tbe people of Sydney 
than that proposed to be taken from them? Offered by whom ?
2083. By the Railway Commissioners? The Railway Commissioners have no ground to offer. The 
Devonshire-street Cemetery docs not belong to them.
2084. They propose to set apart from their earnings an annual sum to provide for the resumption of that 
ground ? That is getting rid of Ihe question altogether. They have no right to do that.
2085. Are you aware that such a thing is contemplated ? I am not aware that it is possible. The Com
missioners cannot offer ground which does not belong to them. The Devonshire-street Cemetery belongs 
to us already quite as much as Hyde Park does.
2086. Do you think that the taking of 13 acres of Hyde Park would spoil the remaining 27 acres ? 
Entirely. Besides, I know that the rest of tho Park would go directly. 1 do not for a second believe 
that only 13} acres will be taken. That is one of the strongest objections wo have to the proposal. At 
the same time, if no more than 13 acres were ever taken, it would absolutely ruin the Park. The trains 
would fill the Park with smoke aud dirt, so that no one could go into it.
2087. That would not kill the vegetation there ? I am sure tbat it would.
2088. Has the smoke killed the vegetation in other parts of the world where they have large central 
stations? There is not much vegetation round the London stations. If you go into any of the London 
squares you find very little vegetation, because of the London smoke. If yon are going to run a minimum 
of 200 furnaces into Hyde Park every day you can guess how much vegetation will continue to exist. 
'2089. Do you think that it is necessary to bring tho line into the city ? Yes.
2090. You would not like to give an opinion as to which is the best route? I think that any of the 
■others would be bettor than this.
2091. You would prefer any of the other routes ? Yes; because the proposal before the Committee
would.rob the citizens of Hyde Park. 2092.
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h. KestoTcD, 2092. It ia admitted that in other centres of population strenuous efforts are being made to get as much 
M.K.C.S. air-space as possible, but very iew cities have as much air-space as wc have in Sydney ? Ilyde Park is 

/T the only air-space that we have in the city of Sydney.
* ' ' 2093. "NVould you not say that the Domain was in Sydney ? Xo, _

2091. Ton would not call Belmore Park or Cook and Phillip Parks city parks? Cook and Phillip Parks 
are in the city, but Belmore Park is not much better than ’Wynyard-square. They are equally valueless. 
Hyde Park is the one park in the centre of the city, _
2095. The Railway Commissioners arc willing to resume tbe Devonshire-street Cemetery to convert it 
into a park, and to spend £1.000 a year in beautifying it and in keeping it in order 5 I think it is a piece 
of “ cheek ” for them to make such a proposition, Devonshire Cemetery is not theirs to resume.
2090 Of what use is that cemetery now ? None at all. It ought to be used for railway purposes. ^

■ 2097. Tou cannot say that it is either a place of beauty or a health resort at the present time ? No ;
quite the contrary. The sooner it is done away the better. _ .
209S. If it were made a park it would be improved? In a cemetery it is no nuisance,because the bodies 
have been buried too long to poison the air. _ _
2099. There is no possibility of disease resulting from the exhumation of the bodies there? Not unless
cholera patients have been buried there. The other day, when excavating in Koine, they got some 
malaria germs, which, they seem to think, might have been buried 1,200 years ago. Devonsbire-street 
Cemetery as it now stands is an unhealthy place, because of tho dirt and dead dogs, and the lantana 
growing there. _ .
2100. If it were put to any other purpose it would he of more use than it is at present ? Tes ; but it 
would ho useless as.a park. It would be best to use it for railway purposes.
2101. 31r. Roberts.] Are the Committee to understand that you propose tbat the long-distance railway 
traffic should stop at Kedfern? I do not see why it should not. If a man comes by tram from Newcastle 
or from Brisbane he has at least a portmanteau and a black bag, and has to take a cab from the station to 
go to any part of ihe city. That being so, he would be no better off if brought to King-street than if 
left at Eedfern, and tbe difference in time would not be more than three minutes.
2102. Would it not lessen his expense if he were carried to King-street? As a matter of fact, the legal
cab fare from cither place to any point in Sydney is Is. _
2103. Would there not be a great loss of time in driving from Kedfern ? Only three or four minutes at
the most. That would not be very important in a journey of twenty-four hours. _ _
2101. AVith that arraugemeut, if a long-distance traveller wanted to come right into the city by train, he 
would have to transfer at Kedfern ;—what would you call a long-distance traveller—one who came from 
Melbourne, one who came from Campbelltowu, or one who came from Strathfleld ? The Strathficld man 
would be a suburban traveller. The trains from all station^ this side of Strathficld, or even of Parra
matta, would come on into the city. The line would be continued underground from Kedfern. _
2103. Do you advocate an underground railway ? Most decidedly. I cannot seethe objection to it. I 
have travelled in a great many, and I never saw any objection to them. Besides, here the passengers 
would only bo underground for a few minutes. It would not rake three minutes to get from Kedfern to 
King-street. They would only have the smoke of their own train, and there could be thorough ventilation. 
Besides, there are always improvements being made in srnoke-consuming apparatus. Better still, the 
steam locomotives could be disconnected at Kedfern, and the trains taken on by electric motors,
2106. Does it not strike you that a surface line would bo more comfortable ? I do not think it would be 
as comfortable. I believe that an underground railway would be far cooler than a surface railway. 
Where do you keep your wines?—in your cellar, because it is cooler underground. If the tunnel were 
properly ventilated to take away bad air, an underground railway should not be uncomiortable.
2107. Can you point to the existence of underground railways in any hot climate in the world ? No ;
but I am not au engineer. ,
2103. Does it not occur to you that au underground railway in Sydney can hardly be compared with an 
underground line iu London, because of the difference in climate ? But, inasmuch as it is cooler 
underground in Loudon than above ground, it would be so in Sydney.
2109. Have you not heard people complain of the suffocating effects of the smoke iu the London under
ground railway :—have you not heard them say that nothing would induce them to travel underground if 
it were not that they wanted to save time ? As a medical student I travelled in the underground railways 
at Home for more than four years, and I uever heard of any complaint, except about the stink of sulphur 
coming through the window, just as we get out here, and as I get now through my window from the trams.
2110. If there is this discomfort in London, would it not be intensified in a climate such as we have hero
in the middle of summer ? I do not see any force iu that argument. Here the temperature underground 
will be less than the temperature on tho surface. _
2111. But there would be the smoko ? There must be smoke, but I never heard many complaints made
about it. Some people will complain ah out anything. At the present time they are going to make a railway 
below the undergound railway, , ,
2112. Mr. Farnell] That is to be an electric railway? 'Well, it would be well to use electricity here. 
Tou could run the carriages through the tunnel with an electric motor, .
2113. jlfr. Roberts.] Would there not be a great waste of time in transferring tbe passengers from one
train to another ? Tou would not want to transfer the passengers at all. The same passengers would go 
on. 1 am led to understand that at Kedfem they could be connected with an electric system and run 
through the the tunnel. _ . ,
211L Will not your views be carried out when the George-street electric tramway comes into operation? 
I am sure that 1 cannot see why the present trams should not run close up to the platforms. I am not 
advocating that arrangement now, because I believe in tbe extension of the city railway, but it would be

- a very simple thing to run tbe trams close up to the platforms, as they do at Kogarab. Tou could then 
take tbe passengers on with the same ticket. _
2115. In view of the proposed construction of the George-street electric tram, are you prepared to allow
things to remain as they are ? No ; I do not say that. _
2116. Does it not occur to you that one of the best reasons put forward for the construction of the city 
railway is the saving of time which it would effect in a journey from the suburbs ?■ 1 am certainly of 
opinion that a city railway is decidedly desirable upon that ground ; but I do not think people want to be

‘ carried
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carried to the top of Kipg-street. 1 think Hyde Park is a poor site for a city railway. If you are going 
to have central city station at all, it ought to bo where the new markets are. Hyde Park is not the centre 
of the city, and with a railway station at King-strect, business men would have to take a cab or walk a 
long way to get to the station. I do not think tbat a poorer scheme than that before the Committee could 
have been proposed.
2117. M.r. Black.'] I want to ask you some questions with regard to tbe smoke-evaporating tendencies of 
atmosphere. It must be admitted that to draw a parallel between Sydney and Loudon in this matter is 
very difficult. It appears to me that the conditions of the two places are altogether different. As 1 
suppose you have given some attention to the effects of climate and atmosphere upon smoke and vapour, 
I want to ask you a few questions bearing u pou this matter. Is it a fact that air can only absorb a certain 
quantity of carbon, aud that the more moisture there is in the air the more slowly carbonaceous vapours 
■will be dissipated ? That is so.
2118. Therefore, when the air is heavily moisture-laden, and surcharged with continually emitted clouds 
of vapour laden with partially-combusted carbon, tbe tendency will be for each volume of smoke emitted 
not to immediately dissipate, but to hang in suspense iu the atmosphere? It would hang in suspense in 
the atmosphere, because of its. weight.
2119. Where the air is drier, and where there are not such large volumes of smoke being continually
emitted, smoke is more readily dissipated, and leas likely to affect Ihe atmosphere prejudicially? If it is 
possible to ventilate tunnels in the old country, it is much more easv to ventilate them here. ■
2L20, Because of the lightness oi. the atmosphere and its additional purity? Of course.
2121. I think tbat this is a point which ought to be made clear ? It is the poiut when tunnel construction
is under consideration. The heat of the atmosphere has nothing whatever to do with it, though a heated 
atmosphere would tend to carry away bad vapours more quickly than a cold atmosphere. They would be 
much more likely to hang about in a cold, damp atmosphere, like that of London, than in the hot, dry 
atmosphere of Sydney. “
2122. Particularly as in London there is a pall of smoke always hanging over the city which holds down 
1 lie volumes of smoke ? Yes ; it is like a not, and catches it.
2123. Mr. IloberU^ You spoke of the dry, hot atmosphere of Sydney;—has not (Sydney a damp atmos
phere? Our atmosphere is much drier than that of Loudon. I will correct myself by saying tbe drier, 
hotter atmosphere of Sydney. - . -
2124. Mr. Jildck.] Have you had any experience in connection the removal and reinterment of bodies ? Ho.
2125. Iftbe relatives of those who are buried iu the Devonshire-street Cemetery were to demand the 
removal and reinterment ot the bodies elsewhere, it might possibly be a very expensive business? I 
could not say.
2126. You are aware that the station at HtJfTames’-road would be in a large cutting, because the level of 
the central avenue of the Park is about 18 feet above the level of Elizabeth-street? I have heard so.
2127. Hnder these circumstances do you not think that an excavation of this character would be a great 
detriment to the remaining portion of the Park ? It would spoil the rest of tho Park.
21.2S. The roofs of the station buildings Would be but little above the level of the higher part of the Park ? 
Yes.

L. IveslcTcn, 
M.R.C.S.

10 Aug., 1807.

2129. And it is probable that the smoko would drift very little over the heads of people in that part of the 
Park? It would not drift over tlicir heads at all. The smoke from tho trams comes into my iirst-floor 
windows now. aud if Ihe station were sunk below tbe level of the Park tho smoke from the engines would 
drift into the faces of people in the Park.
2130. And necessarily would be destructive of the beauty of the trees there, if it did not kill them ? I 
believe that it would entirely ruin them. I was speaking to Sir. Moore, the late director of the Botanical 
Cardens, on this subject, and he was of opinion tbat it would kill them. Ho is too ill to leave his bed, or I 
■would have sent his name in as a witness.
2131. The construction of a station at St. James"-road would mean flic concentration of traffic nrouud 
that place? Yes.
2132. Do you not think that Market-street and .King-street are somewhat overcharged with traffic now ? 
If the proposed station were constructed there would bo no get-away for the traffic.
2133. If the station were constructed, Ihe traffic in those streets would almost certainly be doubled, and
possibly quadrupled ? Of course. "
2131. tinder these circumstances, do you not think that tho widening of these thoroughfares would be 
necessary ? The cost would be too much.
2135. If it were imperative it would have to be done ;—therefore, iu estimating the cost of the St. James’ 
lark scheme, would it not be fair to Include the cost of any resumptions necessary for street-widening ? 
1 cannot conceive that it would be possible to widen the streets. The cost would bo colossal.
2136. Do you not think that such a contingency should be taken into consideration in connection with
Ibis scheme? Yes. '
2137. Arc you of opinion that the returns from new traffic would recoup the Government the proposed 
expenditure upon this scheme? I think that is almost outside the scope of my knowledge.
2138. Do you think the extension of the line would create now traffic ? I do not think the Government 
would make more from the railway than they make now from the trams.
2139. Do you think that tho people who now use the trains between Kedfern and King-street would use 
the railway ? Some of them undoubtedly would, but'! do not think a great manv of them would.
2.140. Have you viewed this question iu connection with a probable extension to tbe Horth Shore ? Most 
undoubtedly J have. One of the crucial objections to the proposed scheme is that it provides, no “ "et- 
away” to Xorth Shore, except at enormous expense,
21.41. Are you of opinion that iu considering tlic question of city railway extension we should bear in 
mind the possibilities of electric traction ? Certainly. J think that with an underground railway it 
would be better to have electric traction.
21‘12. Mr. Humphery.] When you say that there would be no “ get-away ” from St. Jaines’-road to the 
A orth Shore, are you aware that the proposal before the Committee provides for an extension to North 
Shore if necessary by menus of a tunnel ? At wbat cost?
2143. The estimate has not been given to us? 1 am awuro : but .1 said that it could uot be done except 
at enormous cost. However, 1 am not qualified to speak upon engineering points.

P ' 9144
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214d. Tour principal objection to the proposal before the Committee is that it contemplates an inter
ference with the surface of Hyde Park ? Yes.
2145. H the line could be taken by a tunnel from Kedfern underneath Hyde Park, yon would have no 
objection to it? I believe that is the universal opinion of the citizens of Sydney.
214G. Has it occurred to you that there would he some difficulty in obtaining a terminal station at any 
place except Hyde Park ? I have pointed out that there is ample room for a terminal station at Kedfern. 
Country residents would be as well served if they remained at Kedfern as if they were taken on to King- 
street
2147. Are you aware that the suburban traffic is nine-tenths of the whole traffic? Idic suburban traffic 
would be served by the underground line, and for that traffic I think a central station is unnecessary. It 
is not customary in any part of the world to have a. central station in the heart of the city.
214S. "When you say that the railway should be extended into the city, your view is that there should be 
no terminal station in the city, and that the passenger traffic should be carried through the citj'by means 
of an underground loop-line ? Tes ; speaking as a citizen, and voicing tbe opinions of thousands of other 
citizens, I cannot see why we want to put a spade into the surface of Hyde Park. If you were a, resident 
of Burwood, and we said, “ IVe are going to put the railway station on Burwood Park,” you would object 
to the proposal. If you have an underground railway at Hyde Park we will not grudge you openings Jo 
it. If you propose to take the Park, we say, <! That is our property, and you shall not sle,al ^ lts- 
2149. Mr. 'Trickett.'] I understand that you object to the taking of the Park because it will affect the
health of the citizens ? Tes. . i , i i c
21D0. The railway goes pretty close to souie of the houses about Kedfern? les; but what cla«s of 
houses are they, and what rents do they produce ? Besides there are not many houses close to the railway 
ill6T'6
2151. Not near the Kedfem tunnel? I cannot call to mind many houses which are close to the raiiway 
there—not as close as the houses would be if the proposed line were made.
2152. How close do vou think the line would he to any house in Elizabeth-street. 1 could not tell
you—I have not measured the exact distance. . • n -n i
2153. On the score of health, what would be too near a distance? A railway anywhere m the lark
would destroy the habitability of the houses around the parks. „ ,
2154. What is the objection to the trams ? I live in Elizabeth-strcet, and we cannot keep our windows
on the first floor open because of the noise and the dirt. < .
215-5. And the smoke ? The smoke means dirt. It leaves a greasy dirt which there is no clearing away,
2156. Could you jioint to one empty house from Oxford-street right down to King-street ? No ; because 
it ie Pillbox-row, and we have to put up with it. We do not like it any the more.
2157. You said that if the railway came, not a single person would live there ? I said there would not
he a house habitable. I do not believe that anyone would live there. ,
2158. What is the meaning of habitable ? Comfortable to live m. I do not believe that the houses 
would any longer be comfortable as residences. All those houses would soon be empty of doctors. \\ t: 
should have to let them for what we could get, using the hack ^ooms for consulting rooms, 
not be able to keep our families there.

Wc should

enough ; but a train is ten times worse. How much coal do you burn in a railway engine, a 
in a tram motor ? _
2160. It is proposed to roof in tho line right on to 
noise, nor the smoke. If you have been to Charing Cross 
tin-roofed station.

St. James!-road ? 
you must

nd how

That would not put a stop to the 
know how the noise is echoed by a

2161. Are you voicing the opinions of the medical profession generally when you say that the 
- ~ posed line would detrimentally affect the health of the people of the city ? 1

I am not speaking e.v cathedra;

construe- 
have not 

am speaking as

I have not 
at; any 
but I

tion of the'proposed line would detrimentally _ 
consulted any medical man hut one upon the subject.
a citizen and as a medical man. . „ , . £ ,,
2162. Have you heard of any movement among the medical men of Sydney, seeing that so many ot tliein 
are located close to the proposed route of the railway, against the line, either because it would he a 
menace to health, or because it would compel them to clear out ? _ I have heard a good deal ot conversa
tion iinon the Btihjeet, and all I have spoken to are of the same opinion as myseli.
9163 What doctor have you spoken to ? I am not prepared to relate private conversations, 
the slightest doubt that I could have gone round Hyde Park, and got most of the leading doctors, : 
rate, to protest against the proposed scheme. I have asked Dr. lienwick to give evidence here;
have not gone further than that. . ... , , -
2164. There has been no meeting on the subject? No ; no meeting has been called or asked tor.
2165 You spoke about thousands frequenting the Park ;—do you mean at the southern end, where you 
live? I do not think I used the word “thousands.” I said that any number of women and children 
used the Park every afternoon. Sir Alfred Stephen computed that over 20,000 passed through the Park 
daily. Of course, it is absolutely impossible to ascertain exactly how many'people use the parks.
2166. Did your remarks apply to the southern end of the Park f No; to all portions of it. I am walking
through the Park constantly. __
2167. Where the station is to be ? Yes. „
2168 Notwithstanding that the approach to the station is to be through a tunnel starting at U-oulourn- 
street and coming ont at Nitlisdale-street, and ihen by what is called a “ cut and cover_ to Park-street 
you think that that arrangement would be quite as objectionable as an open railway ? I think it would

2169. The paths connecting Park-street with Oxford-street are to be as little interfered with as possibie ; 
you still think it would be very objectionable ? Ido.
2170. ChairmanYou referred to the value of the Park as £800,000;—where did you get that estimate . 
I based it upon Mr. Norman Selfe’s estimate. Taking the value per acre of the. land which the Cify 
Coporation bought for their new markets, I applied it to the Park, and divided it by four.
2171. Are you aware that an extension to the eastern suburbs could be made from the proposed
station at St. .Tames’-road ? No ; I am not. 21/-.
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2172. From Iho nortli-oasterii cud ? "Without t;il;iuu :my more o{ the Pork ? ^,iSrta^eTen'
217a. Yes ? ]STo ; I am not. M.R.C.S.
2174. Are you aware that the line could be extended to the Circular Quay without taking any more oi'
the Park ? I heard that there was a plan for taking it by tunnel to the Circular Quay; but that there ’* '
would be an awkward elbow in tbe tunnel.
2175. d'hc plan before the Committee will show that the route is fairly direct;—are you aware that it 
would be possible to make such an extension whenever tunnel construction in this climate became possible 
or wise ? If I were to say, “ Yes,” I should be granting your premise that tunnels are not possible now.
I say that they are perfectly possible. '
2170. There are two objections to railway tunnels—their smokiness, and their inaccessibility ? "Where is 
the inaccessibility 1 Your station at Si. .Tamcs’-road would be 18 feet below the surface.
2177. The approaches to that station would be on the level;—if it be unwise to use steam in tunnels, and 
Ihe time for using electricity is not yet come, one must decide between taking an open space of ground 
and paying full value for it, and taking a piece of ground upon which there are buildings, which wmuld cost 
inore 7 If you get a valuer to value city property, he does not value the buildings upon the ground.
I nless the bnildiugs are very large, he ouiy has regard to the value of the land. The value of land in 
Elizabeth-street is the same on one side as on the other,
2178. Notwithstanding that, if yon purchase land on one side of the road, you would come into the posses
sion of good rents at once, while if you purchased land on the other side of the road, you would have to 
spend some thousands of pounds before you got any rents at all? Are you going to give nothing for the 
years spent in cultivating and improving Hyde Pari ?

WEBNESJ)AT, 11 AUGUST, 18SI7.

present:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, Esi(. (Chairman).

The Hon. Freueuick Thomas Humpuert. 
Tho Hon. Tames Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Horeuts, C.M.G-. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henrv Clarice, Esq,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Feu an, Esq. 
Thomas Henri' Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Frank Farrell, Esq.

Tlic Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway sysiem of the Colony from 
the present terminus at Redfern into the city, including the erection of a large central stalion in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. .lames’-road.

•lolm Yelverton Mills, sworn, and examined :—
2179. Chairman.] You are in business in the city? 1 am. J. Y. .Mills.
2180. Mr. Roherls.] A re you conversant wil.li the scheme submitted for the consideration of the Com
mittee? In a general way. HAug.,]$97.
2181. Perhaps you would like to make a statement before I put any questions to you? Perhaps that 
might bo tbe bettor way. In October, 1884,1 was employed by the Government to make an estimate of 
the value of land between Elizabeth-street and Livcrpool-street, along the route of what was then called 
Mr. Wright’s line. L might, perhaps, be permitted to read a press copy of the letler which I sent to the 
Honorable the Secretary for Public Works at the time :—

Since my leporl to you, which T hail the honor to make last Thursday, upon the probable cost of resuming a strip of 
land for city railway extension, running through from Elizabeth-strcet, opposite Belmore Park, to Liverpool-street, so us 
to come out to tho west of the central avenue m Hyde Park, I have again gone over the property on the line indicated to 
mo by your verbal instructions, and 1 am quite satisfied from the revaluation that the sum of £05,000 is a just and liberal 
estimate of what this will cost. ’. "
2182. Does the plan on fhe wall, showing the route of the line we are now considering, fairly indicate 
the route of the line to which you refer ? Yes ; I believe that it shows approximately the same route.
2183. What was tho width of the strip of land which you valued ? About a chain.
2184. Was it all private property ? Tbe line -went through private property and across some streets. I 
made my first valuation upon a Thursday, and in the following week I was asked to review it, and I went 
ever the same ground again.
2185. Does £55,000 represent the value of tho land, the values of the buildings upon ii, and the probable 
compensation required for interfering with leases, severance, and disturbance of business ? That was 
the value of the properties passed through by the line.
21HG. Are you in a position to say from memory whether that amount would have to he largely increased 
to meet compensation for disturbance of business ? T do not think it would have to be very much 
increased, The land is chiefly occupied by private houses, and those houses arc of a very poor character.
2187, But there arc some business premises there, too ? Yes.
2188. Where people in business were doing fairly well, and their leases have some years to run, they 
would, no doubt, require some compensation for disturbance? Quite so ; they would be entitled to it.
2188. That m a question which did not receive your consideration ? No. The question was, what would 
these properties cost to resume. *
2190. Have you any detailed information with regard to your valuations ? No. In 1884 property was
worth more than it is worlh to-dav. ”
2191. What would you thinlt that property was worth to-day ? Property there has gone down at least
33 per cent. '
2192. Would £40,000 he a fair value to place upon it at the present time 0 Comparatively fair,
2193. If a chain and a half wore required there, what would its value be at the present time ? I cannot
say. 1 should want to sec what was on the extra half-chain before making any estimate. That might 
make all the difference. '

2194.
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•I- Y, Mills, 21(U'. Would you say £80,000 for the chain and n half ? That, nu^hl to amply cover it. I would point out, 
' however, that iu places a strip a chain and a half wide would include only half the property, and we might

11 Aug., 1897. be compelled to take the whole property.
2195. If an extra half-chain were required, it is possible that it might cost as much as 1 chain would cost? 
Quite possible.. I think that the extra half-chain would cost as much as a chain.
2198. If the land proposed to be resumed for the construction of the proposed railway is valued at 
£100,000, you would consider the estimate a fair one ? I should consider it ample.
2197. I understand that you have had large experience in valuing properties in and around Sydney? I 
have had hundreds of resumption cases to do.
2198. h'or what period were you employed hy the Government as a valuer of land ? J think I took the 
Darling Harbour cases in 1881. They lasted, perhaps, a year or so. After that I was appointed consulting 
valuator for all the metropolitan work, because Mr. James ’Burns, who was Government Valuator then, 
said that the ■nork required some one who was constantly rubbing shoulders with the market, which no 
Government-oQicer could do. They used to refer all the metropolitan work tome, and I was at hand 
whenever they wanted me ; in fact, 1 am still doing that work.
2199. And you have been engaged in business in the city, which has given you large experience in the 
valuing of property ? Tor the last twenty-seven years without a break. As a citizen, 1 think that Hydo 
Park is the proper place to bring the.railway to.
2200. Tou are in favour of having a terminal station at St, James’-road? Tes; there is room to spare 
there. On the eastern side of the Park, near Boomerang-street, you never see anybody. I passed there 
every day for years when I was living at Darling Point. That land is there for use if the people are 
crowded out of the other part of the Park.
2201. Are you aware that it is intended to take the north-western quarter of the Park, and a small portion
of the south-western quarter ? Tes. I consider that there is Park to spare. _ _
2202. Having in view of the future development of the city and suburbs, but remembering the proximity 
of the Domain, and of Cook and Phillip Parks, do you think there will be enough land available for 
recreation purposes if the proposed scheme is carried out ? Tes ; there are very few people living round 
that portion of the Park, which it is proposed to take. The people who live a little further away are for the 
most part pretty well-to-do, and can aftord to go out of town from the Friday to the Monday, The traffic 
across the Park is traffic caused by people going to and coming from the suburbs. They come across the 
Park as a short cut to the city. 1 understand that it is proposed to dedicate 16 acres at the other end of 
the city for park purposes. A park is far more necessary there. That end of the city is a congested 
human hive. There are 125 people to the acre living there. It is full of crooked narrow streets, and 
worse lanes, and before “Reid’s Act’’ came into force, even the lanes were built upon. They want a 
park there very badly. Their present grounds—Belmore Gardens—is comparatively low. If a portion 
of the Devonshire-street Cemetery were converted into park land, they would have a recreation-ground in 
an elevated position, and would be able lo obtain plenty of fresh air. It would make you heart-sick to 
go to parts of Surry Hills and Chipnendale, and see the dense crowds of people that arc huddled up there, 
and chained to their residences. They have not tho means to go away from the city.
2203. Tou regard with great favour the project to convert the Devonshire-street Cemetery und the
Benevolent Asylums’ ground into a park ? 1 do. A park there is urgently wanted, whereas at Hyde Park 
we have room to spare. This is a case of the rich crying out and forgetting the poor. _
2201. Do you think that Hyde Park is as much required for recreation purposes at the present day as it 
was twenty or thirty years ago, when people engaged in business in the city lived over their places of 
business, and there were not the same facilities for getting out to the suburbs ? I think that every year 
this Park is becoming less required, because of the tendency of people to live away from Sydney.
2205. I presume you recollect the time when Hyde Park was a resort for the families of the business 
men living in the immediate vicinity ? It was. It used to be the great cricket-ground of the city.
2206. As a place of recreation, it is not so much in demand now ? No ; I reckon that in taking Hyde 
Park, and in making a park at Redfern, you are taking £1.62.000 worth of land, and giving £80,000 worth.
2207. What do you value the Hyde Park laud at ? I estimate that it would bring on the average £50 a 
foot. The present value of land on the opposite side of Elizabeth-street is from £50 to £75 a foot. 
Averaging the value of the park-land at £50 a foot, that makes the value of 13 acres £162,500. I allow 
150 selling feet lo the acre.
2208. Do you allow for the widening of Elizabeth-street? No; I am estimating what you would get 
for tbe ground if you sold it.
2209. What would that portion of the Park which it is proposed to resume bring if it were cut up by a 
keen commercial man, whose object was io get the greatest price for it ? By a pounds, shillings, and 
pence subdivision, with the ordinary run of allotments, you would get 250 selling feet to the acre. That, 
at £50 a foot, makes the value of 13 acres £162.300, or £12,500 au acre.
2210. How do you arrive at the value of the Redfern land r I put it down at £20 a foot. That, allowing 
230 soiling feet lo the acre, comes to about £5,000 an acre.
2211. Tou regard £162,000 as the maximum amount it would be possible to get for the land in Hyde 
Park, which it is proposed to resume ? No ; I say that that is a fair approximation of its value, taking 
the present values of property in the locality for a basis of valuation.
2212. What is the total area of the Devonshire-street Cemetery ? I have allowed for the resumption of 
16 acres there. That would cost £80,000.
2213. But it is proposed to take 2d acres ? The same valuation vvould apply, 1 would put it down as 
£5,000 an acre, and the creation of a park there would give fresh air to people who are crying out for it. 
Another point I would direct attention to is the fact that the cost of tram travelling has done the western 
suburbs a great deal of harm. People arc not so well off now as they used to be, and they find themselves 
obliged to come nearer to Sydney.
2214'. Is there a very large population around the Devonsliire-street Cemetery ? That is one of the most 
congested and most ill-laid-out portions of the city.
2215. A park there would probably be a source of great gratification to the residents in the neighbour
hood ? It would be used by people who cannot afford to leave their houses from year’s end to year’s end
2216. .To get to Hyde Park would be too much of a journey for them? Thev would never see Hvde
Park. ' ' '



403

MINUTES OK EVIDENCE—HAIL WAY EXTENSION FHOM REDITCIIN TO ST. JAMKs’-UOAD. X17

22]./. Supposing if. ivere contemplated to take 13 acres out of the block bounded by King-street, George- *h Y. Mills, 
street, Liverpool-street^ and Elizabeth-street, what amount of compensation would have to be paid for tbe 
land for disturbance of business and soon? The cost of resumption there would be enormous. You 
have business premises to deal with almost entirely, and some of the land goes up to a verv high value.
221S. Would you regard it as out of the question to resume land there for railway purposes ? I do not 
think the traffic would ever justify its resumption. ' ^
2219. If from 10 to 13 acres were required there, you would regard the value as too great io allow of the 
resumption ? Yes, for a commercial enterprise. The expense would be beyond all justification.
2220. is that ono of the reasons why you favour the scheme now under the consideration of the Committee ?
Yes ; it will give public convenience with the least personal disturbance.
2221. Have you ever resided in the western suburbs? Yes; I resided at Parramatta for a "reat manv
years. " J
2222. But more recently you have lived in the eastern suburbs ? Yes. 1 was also at Ryde for a time.
222-fy When you resided at Parramatta were you impressed with the necessity for an extension of the line 
into Sydney ? Well, you would often come into Redfern with your heart in your mouth.
2224. You were aware of the difficulties connected with the management of the traflic in the Redfern 
xard. Yes One always felt nervous when the train approached the tunnel and came in towards tlie 
station.
222o. Did it strike you, as a business man, that there is a great waste of time in getting from Redfern to 
an office m the city ? _ Yes; there is a great waste of time. If you walk you must lose an hour a day ;
mi?r0Ui e L tram it; costH y°n £rj is- a yenr’ you can get a yearly ticket to Ashfield for £5 17s. 
Jhat shows how expensive the transit is. Besides, if you have a family travelling, yon get no reduction 
oio? w tram’ bUct °n the raihva-y ^ou Sct a reduction of one-half for all ladies living in vour household. 
2226. Have you, for any long period, been favourable to tbe extension of the railway into the city? 
Always. It costs you half as much as the cost of your yearly ticket to Parramatta simplv to nay'your 
tram fares. 1 J J
222/. Are you aware that it is contemplated by the Railway Commissioners to charge an extra penny per 
passenger for bringing the traffic from Redfern to St. .Tames’-road ? Yes ; but I think that double the 
number of people who travel it now by tram would travel that distance by train.
2228. Do you think that the people would view such an arrangement with feelings of satisfaction p They 
would willingly pay the extra fare.
2229. Have you given any consideration to a proposal to have the terminal station at Redfern, or just a 
little to the north of it, aud the extension of a line into tho city for the use of suburban passengers only? 
1 think it would be better to bring all the passengers into the city.
2230. Do yon thmk that if the line were constructed there would be plenty of traffic on it, and also for 
the proposed electric trams in George-street? Yes.
223L In your opinion the traffic picked up along George-street would make the electric trams remunerative, 
and there would be sufficient other traffic for the railway ? I think that the George-street traffic, and 
the traffic from Harm-street would be sufficient for tbe electric tram, altogether irrespective of the 
railway traffic. *
2232. Do you regard St. .Tames’-road as a fairly central place for a station ? Yes : it is onlv a, short, 
distance irom George-street. 'Not only that, but you have very good access to it from tlie Post Office 
which is the centre of the city by going up Moore-street to Custlereagh-street. There will be an immense 
traffic to tlie railway from the northern end of tho city, and that traffic will go along Martin-place and 
Moore-street mto Castlereagh-street. This will relievo King-street.
2233. "Would you prefer tho scheme under consideration to a line running to the west of George-street 
and terminating somewhere about Wynyard-square, but going underground for the greater portion of the 
way. i os. We are likely to get tlie one, but we are never likely to get the other. I know that tunnels 
are considered dangerous for persons with a weak heart or iu bad health. When my wife was in London 
the doctor prohibited her from riding in the underground railway. He said that people of weak health 
should not attempt to use it.
2234. In your opinion would property in the vicinity of the proposed terminal station he depreciated, or 
would what are now private residences become important business promises ? 1 know tbatpeople are now

, S for,vaTd to an increase m the value of property in this locality in anticipation of the construction 
oi the line.
223.1. Do you thmk that the existing streets will provide sufficient means of approach to the proposed 
station ? I do. 1 *
2236 Do you regard Moore-street as likely to relieve King-street ? I think tbat the whole of the traffic 
from tlie nortlieni end ot tlie city will como up Mooro-atreet.
^7- W-,1:1 it be desirable to make a new street from St. .'lames’-road into Castlereagh-street, across tlie 
mie ot tlie High Schoolwould that relievo the traffic to any appreciable extent? I think yon would lie 
able to line room enough at present. '
2238. But a new street such as that would relieve the traffic ? It would be an advantageous addition to 
the number of streets,

)y°uld advo«ite the opening of such a street ? I think it would he well to open up a street there. 
2240. Having in view the fact that the land required is already the property of the Government ? Yes 
Jt would be an improvement to have a street there. ' '
224]. Do you think that it wM be necessary to remove tlie Supreme Court, the Registrar-General's
Office, and St. James Church, to increase the accommodation required for rail wav travellers P I do not
think so. Ii' the approach to the station is on a rise, there will be very little smoke or disturbance caused 
by trains leaving the station. All that will bo necessary will he to release the brakes, and tho trains will 
glide away without any puffing or snorting.
2242_ The noise of the traffic would not be likely to disturb the business of the Supreme Court, or to 
interfere; with the worshippers m the various churches surrounding the Park ? I think not, and I do not 
think that the smoke will injure the trees iu the Park, judging by the appearance of the foliage and 
herbage in close proximity to the existing line.
2243. Do you think that it will ho necessary to extend the railway to the eastern suburbs within the near 
future, or do you think that the tram accommodation is likely to meet all requirements for some time to 
come * 1 fancY that the tram will give sufficient nccommodrition for some time to come, J2244.

4
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J, Y. Mills. 224'i‘--ri. .Are you riware that provision is to be made at St. .Tames’-road for an extension to tbe eastern
r/T'~,'~Too- ^^borbs when required ? I understand that that has been anticipated.
lAug., j. 2246. And that similar provision is to he made for a possible extension to the waters of liie liarbour ? Tes.

2247. Prom your knowledge of the great progress of North Sydney during the last few years, do you 
think that the time has arrived when the Milson’s Point railway should be connected with the line on the 
south side of the harbour ? I think that the people tliere have a good service at the present time. A. 
connection might he advisable hereafter. ,
224S. Tou do not regard it as absolutely necessary at the present time to bring passengers right down to 
the Circular Quay? No. ,
2249. Do you think that, for the present, a terminus at St. .Tames’-road would meet all requirements ? ] do.
2200. Tou are thoroughly in accord with the proposal before the Committee ? Tes.
2201. Mr, Jltock.] Do you think £12,000 per acre a fair valuation for land in Hyde Park? I based my
valuation upon the values of Elizabeth-street properties to-day. taking the latest sale. _
2202. Would you be surprised to learn that Mr. Ferdriau values property iu Castlereagh and Elizabeth
streets at £70 or £80 a foot, or £90.000 an acre ? No. I am giving you the value of vacant land.
2203. Do you think that the value of buildings on an acre of land in that locality would amount to
£70,000? It would depend entirely upon what class of buildings they were.
2254. Suppose we take buildings such as those on the block of land upon which the High School stands
you could put up a number of buildings of that kind for very little money ? Tes. _
2255. Do you not think that there is a remarkable difference between your valuations and Mr. 
Perdriau’s ? I cannot tell what basis he worked on, I go upon the basis of actual sales. _
2256. Have you any idea as to what has been the fall in the value of laud in that locality since 1SS0 ? 
The fall has been very great.
2257. Docs it equal 30 per cent. ? Yes ; and in some cases 75 per cent.
2258. Are you aware that tho High School site—1 acre 1 rood—was bought for £88,914 ? I do not 
know that I have heard the figures before; hut when it was bought land was much dearer than it is now. 
£45,000 was given for a small piece of land down near the Circular Quay.
2259. The value of the buildings on that land is said to he £7,500 ; that would make the value of the 
land itself £80,000 at the time it was bought. Allowing for a fall of two-thirds, there would still he a 
considerable difference between its present value and the value you place upon the Hyde Park laud? The 
last sale in the locality took place last week, when Nos. 141 and 143 Elizabeth-street, between Market 
and Park streets—44 feet—were sold for £4,500. The purchaser understands building thoroughly, and 
he told me that he would have put up the buildings upon it for £1,500. That would make the land worth 
about £70 a foot. He will get about 64 per cent, upon the purchase.
2260. 'Which do you think is the more valuable land—the Benevolent Asylums ground or the Hyde Park
land ? I should think the Hyde Park land. _
2261. Would you he surprised to know that Mr. Ferdriau values the Benevolent Asylum site at £20,000 
an acre? No.
2262. How do you account for the difference between his valuation and yours? 1 would not attempt to 

' account for it.
2263. Then it is just possible that in the opinion of some other experts your valuation of Hyde Park may
be considered an under valuation ? It may he considered so hy others. ‘ _
2264. You know the land which is bounded by Elizabeth-street, Park-street", Pitt-street, and Diverpool- 

- street ? Tes; there are two blocks there.
2265. Is that very valuable land ? Tes.
2206. Is it more valuable than the Hyde Park land ? Tea.
2267. ITow much more valuable is it ? A good deal more valuable.
2268. Is it: twice as valuable ? Yes. .
2269. Three times as valuable ? It is a great deal more valuable.
2270. Eor what reason ? Ton would get a much higher price for it if you sold it. _
2271. Is that because of its usefulness for business purposes? Tes, in a great measure. You would get
a much higher price for it. ■ _
2272. Do you not think that if Hyde Park were subdivided, and business premises put upon it, land there 
■would he just as valuable ? No. I think that if Hyde Park were built upon, it would he used more 
for the accommodation of private houses. I do not think yon could drag business up there.
2273. Are the buildings upon the blocks to which I have just referred very valuable? There are some 
very good buildings there, and some rubbishy buildings.
2274. Would it ho an over-estimate to say that that land is worth £74,000 an acre or thereabouts? Is 
that including buildings ?
2275. I presume so ;—it is the municipal assessment ? It may be worth that amount. There are a great
nnmher of buildings there. _
2276. That valuation is based upon a twenty year’s purchase? Tes; with a 5 per cent, return. Tou could
not buy it at that, and got a 5 per cent, return. .

Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, sworn,
and further examined :—

H Deane 2277. Gftairmem.] Are you prepared to deal with the various points submitted to you bv the Committee ?
Tes. _ ' .

11 Aug., lS97. 2278. First of all, there is Mr. Selfe’s scheme? I have looked, into his scheme, and I have read his 
evidence. I have also dealt with Mr. Greenwood's scheme, and this morning I was going through 
Mr. Neild's evidence.
2279. Will you take Mr. Selfe’s scheme first ? I suppose I can do so just in general terms ?
2280. Tes ? The plan before the Committee shows Mr. Selfe’s ideas for the alteration of Eedfern yard. 
The rectangle edged with carmine is the site of his proposed now station. That is where he thinks the 
station might he located. Having got rid of the Darling Harbour branch, ho would start to make a new 
station by putting down platforms upon the western side of this site, and gradually work the whole of the

’ station buildings on to it. To do that, he would have to build the station piece-meal, which, of course, 
■ would
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would be vlty inconvenient, boenufio it would mean continual alterations, csi ending over a very long time. l^canc. 
The sheds that are marked “locomotive shops" upon the plan, arc now being used as carriage-sheds. ,
Some of the other sheds shown there have been cleared away and sidings have been put in their place. In 1 ^ 
order to carry out Mr. Selfe’s plan, you would have to do away with nearly all the existing arrangements 
at Eedfern. All the sidings would have to be removed, together with the accommodation now provided 
for the storage of carriages and engines.
2281. Mr. Wright.] Why would that he necessary ? Well, the area edged carmine runs right across
them. You could not complete Mr. Selfe’s station without removing them. Mr. Selfe has marked his 
station 740 feet, by dSO feet. On the plan whicli shows the Departmental scheme, 1 have marked the 
distance irom the outside of tlie building at St. Jamcs’-road, not including the covered way, right to the 
end of the platforms, as 840 feet. From that point to the outside switches at the entrance to tlie station 
yard is a distance of 1,120 feet. A similar distance upon Mr. Selfe’s plan takes you to the other side of 
Clcyeland-street, beyond the tunnel. It is that point which must bo regarded as the beginning of tho 
station yard. In the Hyde Park scheme there are no junctions to interfere with the management of trains 
inside the outer switches '
2282. llut does not Mr. Selfe propose to make provision for a good entrance by resuming land between 
Jivcleigh andlledfcrn ? I believe that he proposes to do that in the future.
2283. Chairman,} Put his approach would be on a curve ? I do not think that that matters very much.
2284. Mr. lloshins.} Would not Mr, Selfe’s scheme do away with the Mortuary station ? 1 believe that it
would. ‘ " .
2285. JLfr. Black.] Is it not a fact that from the front of tlie proposed colonnade, fronting St. Jamcs'-
road to Park-street, is only 1,150 feet? Yes; but the outside “points” are much further out from tho 
station than that. ,
2286. What is the distance from Devonshire-street to the tunnel ? About 1,900 feet.
2287. There would be a tunnel at Park-street ? An over-bridgo,
22S8. And a narrowing of tho lines there ? Yes ; but tliere would be no branches to interfere with tho 
management of the trains in the station vard. AH tlie lines there are free for the management of stalion 
traflic. ‘
2280. Did you not tell us that you wanted 1,800 feet more at Eedfern than you have now for the , 
marshalling of trains ? Kol 1,800 feet more than we have now. I probably said that we wanted a total 
length of 1,800 feet, and that agrees with what I am saying now. 1,960 feet on the St. .lamcs’-road plan 
includes the length of tho building and tlie platforms at the end of tho “roads” into the station. It would 
be about 1,800 feet from the end of the 11 roads” into the station to the first “ points,”
2290. If it is only 1,150 feet from St. James’-road to Park-street, and you deduct 170 feet for your plat
forms, you have a very small space for the marshalling of trains ? The process is commenced before vou 
get so far into the station yard as that. '
229L, Would not such an arrangement interfere with the running of the trains in and out? No ; that 
is tlie proper arrangement for the Iraffic. The clear length given upon Mr. Seife’s plan is entirely 
inadequate for tho purpose, even supposing that the “ roads ” can be brought round on to the clear space 
shown on tho plan ni buff. You have not the clear run into the station there that you have at Hyde 
Park. I have pointed out the difficulty of rearranging the Eedfern yard. Of course you have tho 
expense of building the terminal station common to both Mr. Selfe’s scheme and the St. Jamcs’-road 
scheme; but with Mr. Selfe s scheme you have the additional expense of perhaps two or three alterations 
before everything is got into the right place. That would mean an undue interference with tlie traffic.
Then you have the cost of altering the Darling Harbour Branch, and of finding new locations for the 
sheds which you take out of Eedfern yard. Another objection to Mr. Selfc's scheme is Hint it leaves the ■ 
long-distance traffic at. Eedfern, whereas it has been shown by tbe Commissioners that it would ho 
absolutely necessary to bring at any rate some of tho long-distance traffic into the city. If you do not 
bring all the traffic to the same point, you have the expense of a double staff of station hands, and 
increased cost in working.
2292. Chairman!] Might I suggest another item of expense—the cost of resumptions towards Eveleigh ?
L have not taken that into consideration. That would be extra.
2293. Mr .Lee.] Is Mr. Selfe’s a feasible scheme, supposing that the resumptions are to he made ? 1 do

, not think it is. I think it would be almost impossible to alter the arrangements as lie proposes.
229 i. Chairman!] Do you feel justified in expressing an opinion as to tho cost of the alterations suggested 
by Mr. Selfe, in comparison with the cost of the proposed city railway ? J. feci sure that Mr. Selfe’s 
scheme would be more costly than tlie city railway scheme. You must remember that there will also be 
the cost of extending the line from Eedfern to bring the suburban traffic into tbe city. 1
2295. Mr. Wright.] But suppose all the traffic is left at Eedfern ? Then you cannot" make a comparison 
between the two schemes, because they would not be serving the same purposes.
2296. You were asked to give the cost of Mr. Selfe’s scheme for enlarging the Eedfern vard without 
reference to the city extension ? 1 look upon the rearrangement of the Eedfern yard as merely part of ’
Mr. Selfo’s scliemp for extending the railway into the city. If you ask my opinion as to the cost of 
making tho terminal station proposed by Mr. Selfe, and the cost of making a terminal station at Hyde 
Park, I would say that Mr. Selfe’s station would be much more expensive than the Hyde Bark station.
Of course, if you had a clear field at Eedfern, fhe cost would be about the same in either case. But, 
since you would have to make so many alterations at Eedfern, I do not think it is possible to say what the 
cost of Mr. Selfe’s scheme would be, *
2297. Mr. Black.] Do you mean to say that the conversion of Eedfern yard, proposed by Mr. Selfe, 
would bo more expensive, not taking into consideration resumptions, than the construction of a new 
station at Si James’-road, and the laying down of a line between it and Eedfern? No ; i leave out the 
intervening line.

' 2298. And you do not include the cost of resumption ? No. There would be resumptions for Mr. Selfe’s
scheme, but not for the Departmental scheme.
2299. You merely compare tlie cost of conversion with the cost of constructing a new station ? Yes.
I think there cannot be any doubt whatever tbat the cost of altering the Eedfern arrangements would be 
immeasurably greater than the cost of building a new station at Hyde Bark.
2300. Mr. Selfe proposes fo take for bis station a portion of land now practically unoccupied ? No ; he ‘
does not quite do that. He gets rid of the Darling Harbour branch, and of the “ roads ” on Ihe western

side
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side of tlie Eedfern station. Then he starts to bring the rest of the “ roads ” into his new station. lie 
would not have a clean field at Eedfern. 3f he had a clean field there, the rearrangement would be a 
verv easy matter. , ,, ,
2301. lie would have to do anav with tho Mortuary station and all the 11 roads there? Possibly the
Mortuary station might be left. It is outside the site of his proposed station. The Darling Harbour 
branch would be done away with. ,
2302. Chairman.'] The building of a terminal station, such as has been suggested by Mr. belle, would he 
more expensive than the building of a new station, because of the disturbance of traflic winch it would 
entail. Tes. It would also cany with it the construction of a new line to Darling Harbour.
2303. Mr. Black] Do you include tbe cost of a new line to Darling Harbour ? Tbat expense is neces
sarily involved in the scheme. . .
2304. Chairman.] There is also the resumption of laud to be considered. Tor those two items you have 
no estimate? No. t do not think that Mr. Selfe's scheme is at all a suitable one. If it were aemded 
upon, 1 should have to go into the question of cost as nearly as I could ; hut it would be a very dmseult
thing to do, , £ r
2305. Mr. Lee.1 You might give us the approximate cost of Mr. Selfe’s proposal, the cost, ot a new line 
to Darling Harbour, and the approximate cost of Mr. Selfe’s extension into the city. The total might be 
compared with the estimated cost of the Government proposal ? I am afraid that tbat, would take some 
time to work out. The proper thing to do lo improve the Eedfern yard would he to divert Devonshire- 
street, and to extend the yard further north. 1 worked out a scheme for that purpose some years ngo_ 
230G. Chairman.] A competent engineer would choose such an extension of the yard in pi reierence to Mr. 
Selfe’s rearrangement ? I do not think there is the slightest doubt about it. Mr. Selfe s is a most costly 
and cumbersome arrangement. In addition to the cost of a new station, you have the cost or removing 
the Darling Harbour Eoad and the roads and buildings in the yard as it is arranged at present him 
have also the cost of bringing new lines from Eveleigh along the strip ot land shown upon the plan in 
huff, and also tho cost of continual alterations, before you can get finally settled doivn in the nep station.
2307. Mr. Hoxkiux] If Mr. Selfc’s arrangements were carried out, thev would not provide so satisfactory 
a station as could Lie provided upon the other side of Devonshire-street ? J iLit is so.
2308. Mr. Black.] If you carried the railway on to bt. .Lames -road, and provided no other return than
that proposed through Hyde Park, wmuld there not be the same number of trains running into the Hyde 
Park station aa now run into the Eedfern station? I should think so. The number of trams uould 
constantly increase. ^
2309. But vou would not have the Darling Harbour traflic ? No. _
2310. That'would not make a great reduction in the number of trains? No.
2311. Then how are you going to marshal the trains so much more easily at Hyde 1 ark than at Eedfern ; 
you will only have six lines coming into the Hydo Park station ? It is not a question ot the number of 
imes. It is a question of having the lines clear for the station traffic. 1 thought that Mr. Parry would 
explain that to the Committee. 1 do not think 1 could malic it any clearer.
2312. Well,! cannot sec how you would be any better off at Hyde Park? From the outer points at 
Hvde Park vou will have all the lines clear for the arrangement of trains coming into and going out of

2313. Is that a distance of 1.120 feet? It is 1.9G0 feet from the point 1 speak ot to the outside of the 
station. For that distance the lines would be clear for station traflic. At Eedfern we have only about, 
800 or 900 fed, of clear space. Then, too, at Eedfern you have only short platforms. You have none or 
the facilities there for getting engines in and out which you would have at the hew station.
2314. Why have you not tho same clear space at Eedferu ;—is it because of the workshops there. 
Because oi the lines going off to the workshops, and goods-sheds, and produce sheds, and tbe branches to 
Darling Harbour and the Mortuary station. If the arrangements at Eedfern were as good as the 
proposed arrangements at Hyde Park, you would have a clear run into the station from the Eveleigh side
of the tunnel. There would be noroads” branching off on this side of the tunnel.
2315. Mr, Hoskins.] If the proposed scheme were carried out, empty carriages would ho taken back to
Eedfern instead of being left at Hyde Park ? Yes. _ . .
231G. Mr. Black.] Would tbe difficulty at Eedfern bo lessened by removing some of the repairing-shops 
and locomotive-sheds to (say) Eveleigh? You would get the necessary space at Kedfern if you moved 
everything but the station out of the vard.
2317. Would there be room for these buildings ai Eveleigh ? I do not know. You could not get the 
necessary space at Eedfern without clearing away all the branch lines.
2318. If Mr. Selfe’s resumptions were made, it would lessen the danger of congestion to remove tho 
workshops and sheds from Eedfern ? i think that their removal is involved in Mr. * scheme.
2319. Mr. Hoskins.] What arc the engineering objections to an extension of the Eedfern station yard 

. into Prince Alfred Park ? That would not be an extension of the station yard—it would only be a
widening of it. It would not get over tbe difficulty of want of length, which is now experienced.
2320. If a portion of Prince Alfred Park were taken to widen the station-yard, would not trams coming
through the tunnel have to make a very sharp turn to get into Prince Alfred Park? It would ho much 
more inconvenient to get there than to go straight into Eedfern station. _ -
2321. Are there any serious engineering objections to the widening of the Eedfern yard m that way . 1
do not think you would gain anything by «idening it in that way. _ . , , . ,
2322. Would you not get increased accommodation for the shunting ol trains? hio doubt it would he
an advantage if you could gel more room for goods and produce traflic _ .
2323. 1 understood vou to say before iho Koyal Commission that there were serious engineering objections 
io the taking of any portion of Prince Alfred Park, because of the very sharp curve that would have to 
be taken to get on to that land ? Yes ; you could not get round there very well.

THOHS/UY,
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grmnt;—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. Eredebick Thomas HuMPin itr. 
Tho Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Horerts, C.M.G-. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Eeoan, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
G-iorge Black, Eaq.
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Frank Earnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the Eailway system of the Colony from 
the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, sworn,
and further examined:—

2924. Mr. HoDcins,] I understood from you yesterday that it would not be convenient to take a portion H. Deane 
of Prince Alfred Park fo extend the Eedfern yard ? No ; it would not serve any good purpose to do so.
Besides, you would have an awkward curve in getting round there from the tunnel. 12Aug,,1897«
2325. A gentleman has given evidence to the effect that, although the Department consider that they are 
proposing the cheapest scheme for gettinginto Sydney, the placing of a terminal station at St. James’-road 
would cause such a congestion of traffic in King-street as would necessitate the widening of that street;
I pointed out to him that it was proposed to give an additional approach to the station by opening a street 
across the High School site;—do you not thiok that it would he better, instead of doing that, to make a 
sweep round info Market-street from St. James’-road—if you do not do that, there is danger of cabs 
colliding there ‘f I would sooner open a street opposite tho station as proposed, though, perhaps, it would 
he a good thing to round off the corner of Market and Elizabeth streets.
2326. Sharp turns are rather dangerous where the traffic is concentrated ? Tes ; but I think the difficulty 
could he met by rounding off the corners of the streets there.
2327. Mr. Zee.] You think that that might be done in addition to making tho proposed new street? Tes.
2328. Tou think that both would be required ? I think that if the sharp corners were taken off the pro
posed new street that would answer the purpose better than the rounding off of the Market-street corner.
Then, when the houses at the corner of Market-street come to be pulled down, it will be quite in accord
ance with modern ideas, in regard to the laying out of streets, to round off that corner as well. Li 
London, where tliere is a groat congestion of traflic, the so-called circuses are of great benefit.
2329. Mr. Hoskins.] Cabs turning sharply round from Market-street might come into collision with 
other vehicles if the corners were not rounded off ? Of course, if the corners were rounded off, they 
would have a better chance of seeing the traffic in Elizabeth-street.
2330. Chairman.) It has been suggested by several witnesses that King-street will have to be widened;— 
would the difficulty be met by giving a new approach to the station across the High School grounds, and 
by rounding off the corner of Market-street ? Tes ; I think so.
2331. 3Tr. £fie.) It is held that, admitting you provide for the congestion between Elizabeth and Castle- 
rdagh streets, you do nothing to guard against a congestion of traffic lower down near Pitt and George 
streets? _ I have no reason to anticipate any congestion of traffic there.
2332. ]s it reasonable to suppose that the bulk of the traffic will find its way to the station directly up 
Pitt and George streets, so as to congest the lower portion of King-street? I do not sec why it should 
do so. I do not see why the traffic should come specially from Pitt and George streets.
23fJ3. Prom the east, traffic will be able to approach the station by way of St. James’-road ; from the 
north by way of Macquarie-street, Elizabeth-street, and Castlereagti-strcet; from the west, by way of 
King-street, the new street, or Market-street; and from the south by way of Castlereagh and Elizabeth 
streets ;—will not the proposed station differ materially from the present station, inasmuch as all the 
traffic from Eedfern goes in the one direction—towards the city, whereas you would haye convenient roads 
to take the traffic from tho Hyde Park station in all directions”? Exactly; there would he a choice of roads.
2334. Mr. Black.) lou admit that there will be an increased traffic at St. James'-road, and your view 
appears to bo that that traflic will all be diverted from Castlereagh-street because of the proposed new 
opening across the High School grounds. But you do not propose to widen any of the streets leading 
from George and Pitt streets up to Castlereagh-street. The assumption seems to be that the bulk of the 
new traffic will come from the south, along Castlereagh-street. That seems to be a most unwarrantable 
assumption, because the great arteries of traffic now aro George and Pitt streets? But there is no 
reason why people should go along George-street in preference to any other street. I do not see that 
all the traffic will concentrate in Castlereagh-street. Tliere arc plenty of other streets which can be 
used,
2335. "J ou do not say so, bnt your action shows that you think so, because you provide a new street for 
the confluent and effluent traflic between Cartlereagh and Elizabeth streets, but no new opening between 
Castlereagh and George streets. If you provide for the relief of Castlereagh-street why are you not 
going also to provide lor the relief of the streets leading to Castlereagh-street? I have pointed out that 
the traffic trom the east will como down St. James'-road. Elizabeth-street, which is a very important 
street of access, will bo widened, and it will take a great deal of ike traffic from the south. Eor traffic 
coming from tho west, you have this new street 106 feet in width. Castlereagh-street is only 60.feet 
wide. That means that you will have an approach of 132 feet, taking the two ends of southern and 
northern parts, of Castlereagh-street as separate streets, to this new road which is 100 feet wide. There 
will he more than enough room for the traffic in Castlereagh-street.
2336. That is admitted? Well, all the traffic will not come up Market-street; some of it will come up 
Castlereagh-street from the south.
2337. 5 bat is also admitted ? You have .only half the traffic coming up Market and King streets that 
you would get through the new street.

196—Q 2338.



408

122 parliamentary standing committee on public works.

Well; liow can you foretell that there will be a congestion of traffic 
/—between Pitt and G-eorge streets. My opinion is that there will not be a congestion of traffic there.

12 Aug., 1897. 2339. King-street, between George and Castlercagh streets, is one of our busiest thoroughfares at the 
_______j -° j ____________j. ________ rm filnnfr flifii. street if the uroDOsed station is

EL Deane. 2338. How can you foretell that?
between Pitt and George streets.

present time, and a great deal more traffic will naturally go along that street it the proposed 
built. That appears to be a very serious matter? I do not think so. People going lo the Genera Pos 
Office, and to the lower end of George-street, will undoubtedly cross King-street and go along Castle- 
reagh-street to Moore-street. Traffic coming from the other side of the city could come up Market-street

2340. That would depend upon where it came from ? Exactly; but it would not all cotne along Market-

2341. I think King-street would get most of the new traffic? Well; there is plenty of room for the
straight run of traffic along Market-street. .
2342 Mr. LteA If a bridge were constructed from the highest point on the Sydney side of the harbour 
to Worth Shore, at a height of 150 feet above the water-level, wonld it be possible to get a railway 
approach to it from Wynvard-square with a grade of 1 in 50 ? No; I went into that matter some time 
ago. With a headway of' 150 feet, I. made the grade 1 in 40, and with a headway of 180 feet, I made the

2343. That is starting from^the level of Wynyard-square? Wo; that is allowing sufficient depth to get
underneath Margaret-street. , ,, . „ . . , ,
2344. Where would an approach to a bridge 150 feet high begin ? It would rise from a point close to
Observatory Hill. ' . , ,, , v, .
2345. Would you adopt a grade of 1 in 40 for a city railway ? I should not like m. . , . . .
2346. Would it not he highly dangerous ? I do not know that you could say that it would be highly
dangerous. Of course we have very efficient brakes now. T . ,,,
2347. Would von consider that a proposal to take the railway from Wynyard-square to Worth Shore on a 
grade of 1 in 40 would make proper provision for a Worth Shore extension? If it had to be done, we 
should have to make the best of it; hut it would not be a desirable thing.
2348. Would you recommend it;—would you recommend a grade of t in 40 for any of our suburban
lines? Certainly not. , , . , , . r
2349. Are not the efforts of the Commissioners at the present time being exerted in the direction or
cutting down grades ? Wes. j ri ■ ^ao wr r
2350. Could you recommend at this stage an extension to Worth Shore upon a grade ot 1 m 4U . i o ; 1
should not do so if 1 could get anything better. ,, »
2351. Suppose you started from the George-street Markets, and were there 18 feet below the surlaee, 
what grade would you get ? I think you are bound by Wynyard-square in any case.
2352. Why? Because of the road crossings. Tou must go underneath Market-street and King-street. 
The first place that you would come out at would be Wynyard-square. Then you would have to go under 
Mnrgaret-street, and you could begin to rise along the side of Church Hili. lou could not disturb the 
levels of the streets ! have named, and you would be going along nearly the highest part or the ridge 
thofO2353. " Approaching a bridge 150 feet high, you could not get a better grade than 1 in 40? Wo, I am
pretty certain about that. , . . . .,
2354. Would an underground railway, going from the crossing of Bathurst and George si recta, and thence
near the Markets to Wynyard-square, come into contact with any of the main sewers ot the city . i do 
not think so. I made some inquiries about that matter some time ago, and the replies I got were satis
factory * •
2355. 'it has been held by critics that tlio outlet for passengers provided in your proposed new station is 
insufficient—that you allow an opening of only 20 foot? There are several ways ot getting out ot that

2356. One witness has told us that “its chief entrance is planned at 54. feet by 30 feet, but it is _ made of 
much less practical value by having but one opening of 20 feet for ingress and egress' ? ihat is not the
only opening into tbe station. . j. , , ,
235'7. How many other openings are there ? There is one at the north-eastern end ot the station, which 
will he about 8 feet wide. Then there is the main entrance, 20 feet wide; an entrance into Elmaboth.- 
street at the north-west comer, about 16 feet wide ; and the cab entrance, which is about 20 toot wide. 
There is also an exit by way of tbe footbridge, which is 15 feet wide, and would have steps leading down
to all the platforms. , „ ,, , .+
2358. If it were necessary to enlarge the main opening beyond 20 feet, would it be possible to enlarge it 
without disarranging the economy of the station generally ? ■ J should not recommend any emargement. 
This station has been planned upon the very latest and best information. 1 am perfectly satisfied with it
myself. I have seen a great many of the principal stations of the world, and 1 am quite sure that the
arrangements shown on the plan will prove satisfactory. The width of the entrance to which you re ei is 
only a matter of detail, aud could easily be altered if, upon further consideration, an alteration was tound
to be necessary. i -to v tl i,
2359. But you are of opinion that ample provision is given for entrance and exit ? Xes ; l have here a 
plan showing the arrangements for the terminal station, Liverpqol-street, London. Lhat station has 
only recently been finished, and occupies about 12 or 13 acres, which is as nearly as possible what we 
are to have at Hyde Park. There are 100,000 people going in and out of that station daily. _
2360. Two roadways besides a footbridge appear to be provided there? The means of getting in and out
of thdt station are not so good as those shown on the Departmental plan. _ . .
2361. After considering the accommodation given in other parts of the world, where the traffic is so much
larger, you are of opinion that the provision you make is sufficient ? Tes. .
2362. Ohairman^\ Most of the alternatiye schemes which have been submitted to the Committee necessitate 
the construction of tunnels of various lengthshave you recent information upon this question how 
is tunnel travelling viewed in Great Britain, where they have tie best appliances, and possibly the fullest 
knowledge in regard to these matters are they satisfied with their tunnels there ? No. Within the 
last eighteen months the Metropolitan Kailway Company has been applying to nave extra ventilating 
shafts erected, and have been trying to acquire extra land for the purpose. According to a review called 
Transport, in the issue of 5th February, 1897, a Committee has been appointed by the Prcsidentoit the
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Board of Trade to inquire into the existing system of the ventilation of the tunnels of the Metropolitan Deane. 
Railway. The inquiry has been urgently requested by the London County Council. * * * The
Committee ore charged to “ inquire into the existing svatem of ventilation of tunnels on the Metropolitan " '*
Railway, and' to report whether any, and if so what, steps can be taken to add to ils efficiency, in the 
interest of the public.” I think that is a sufficient condemnation of the practice of having tunnels where 
they can be avoided. Members of the British race will probably say that London is the centre of the 
universe; but in London they have not been able to arrange a tunnel system which has proved ' 
satisfactory. Here, a tunnel system would be a great deal worse, because of the heat of our summers.
2363. Mr. flor.kins?\ Are they not going to make a railway, to be worked by electricity, under the London 
underground railway ? Yes ; but, as you say, it is to be worked by electricity,
2364. Mr. Black.'] Do you not think that people who imagine that they are at the centre of the universe 
are not so likely to adopt new’ideas as people of humble mind elsewhere? 1 cannot offer any remarks 
upon that point. The day for electricity as applied to railways has not yet dawned in Sydney, At the 
present moment we have to deal with steam traction. In carrying the railway into the city we should , 
remember that we have steam traction to deal with.
2365. Mr. Eoskinsl] One of the witnesses before the Committee stated that the tunnels on the London 
Metropolitan Railway line wmre made by people who did not know how to make tunnels properly, and that 
since then changes have been introduced into tunnel construction which prevent people from suffering 
from bad ventilation ? I have not heard of any of the metropolitan tunnels having been abolished. 1 
travelled through the wmrst of them three years ago.
2366. Chairman l] You maintain your position with regard to the inadvisability of constructing tunnels in 
Sydney for the use of steam locomotives ? Yes.
2367. In the future, when we can use electricity or compressed air or something else, you may modify 
your opinion upon the subject ? Yes.
2368. It was suggested by one witness that theuse of compressed airwas possible;—what are your opinions
upon that point? Experiments have been tried with compressed air, and 1 believe that such experiments 
are now’ being made upon the New York elevated railway; but I say that we have to deal with steam in 
Sydney at the present moment. '
2369. Tour remarks with regard to electricity apply also to compressed air; hut are emphasised by the 
fact that electricity is more advanced as a motive power than compressed air is ? Yes.
2370. Your remarks with regard to tunnels apply to tho schemes brought forward by Mr. Selfe,
Mr. Neild, M.P., and Mr. Earkea, M.P. ? Yes.
2371. Mr. Black.] I think you told the Committee that if a railway connection to North Shore hy
bridge were proposed there ivould have to be a deviation at Liverpool-street? Tes; von would have to 
run round from Livcrpool-street, '
2372. Do you favour the bridge scheme ? I do not see the necessity for any North Shore connection. I 
think, however, that I shall be prepared fo deal with the question when the proper time comes.
2373. Do you think that the construction of a bridge is the best way of getting the connection ? I do 
not know that I am prepared io say. I should have to take a great deal into consideration before I 
answered that question. 1 object to tunnels where steam locomotives have to be used, and I think that a 
bridge connection would lie very objectionable, because of the grade. When 1 was before tbe Committee 
upon a former occasion, I mentioned that a couple of years ago 1 recommended a tunnel for an electric 
tramway. I should not like to say anything beyond that at the present time, or to recommend any further 
connection, either by bridge or by tunnel. *
2374. How far is it in a direct line from St. James'-road to that point upon the wafer’s edge from which 
you would commence to tunnel under the harbour ? The end of Fort Macquarie is about a mile from 
Hyde Park, in a direct line.
2375. At what distance below high-water mark would you tunnel under the harbour ? I think I gave 
this information before. 1 cannot very well carry all the figures in my mind; but if I remember aright 
we should be about 60 feet below high-water mark at the water's edge. You would not get a suitable 
grade upon a straight line.
2376. How far from St, Jamcs’-road. would you begin to go down ? If 1 had to go under the harbour I 
should get down as soon as I could.
2377. At what point ? 1 should start to tunnel as soon as I could after leaving the station.
2378. What deviation would you make from a direct Hue ? You would have to describe a curve in order 
to get sufficient distance.
2379. Well, what distance would you have to go before reaching the water ? That is a matter I should
have lo go inlo. It is a very simple calculation. If you wanted to get down ISO feet with a grade of 
1 in 50, you would have to make a detour to increase the distance by one-fourth. That would make it 
about a mile aud a quarter. '
2380. Would that give a good grade ? There are a great many circumstances to be taken into account in 
determining a grade. I would sooner have a grade of 1 in 200 ; but, of course, that is out of the question.
2381. That is out of the question if you start from St. James’-road ? Or from anywhere else.
2382. I do not know about that? I am quite sure of it. Of course, if you had a railway station under 
the General Post Office, you could get a better grade.
2383. Do you agree with the statement of Mr, Eddy aud other witnesses that the area proposed to be 
taken in Hyde Park will meet the requirements of the traffic for next twenty or twenty-five years ? Yes.
2384. If after that time it is not sufficient, what do you think would be tbe best course to pursue? I
think it is very difficult to say at the present time. J would rather wait until the time arrives, and then 
study the existing conditions. '
2385. But suppose tho people of the country would like to know what you propose to do before they
permit you to do anything? I do not think they care about legislating for posterity. .
2386. That may be your idea~I think that it is our duty to do so ? Well, I do not think there is any
necessity in this case. ^
2387. It is a question you do not care to answer? 1 am sure that when the time comes, means will be 
found to supply the wants of the city without difficulty.
2388. You have no idea as to what those means will be ? Not at the present moment, nor can anyone 
else say what they will be.

2389.
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H, Deane. 2389. Will tbe difficulty best be met by resuming more land at Hyde Park, or by creating other stations 
elsewhere? I should not think it would be met by resuming more land at Hyde Park.

■ 12Aug., 1897. 2390. Then it must be met by making stations in other parts of the city? Very likely.
2391. Where do you think those stations could most profitably bo made ? I do not know what the
conditions will be twenty years hence, so I should not like to say. If I knew what the city -would bo Like 
in twenty years’ time, I should be prepared to give an opinion, ' _
2392. I do not think there can be much difference in the city in the future, because it is circumscribed by 
the waters of the harbour;—if you look forward 600 years you will only have tho same portion of ground 
available? The city may be broken up into various business centres; but there will be no difficulty 
about making any lines that are necessary, especially if wc can get a motive power other than steam. 
One could go under any of the streets then.
2393. Tou think that at some future time it will be necessary to convey traffic through tunnels under the 
streets? Yes.
2394. Having this possibility in view, do you not think it would be well to defer action now which would
destroy the beauty of the city or the comfort of its inhabitants ? Your question involves opinions on that 
subject with which I do not agree. '
2395. I do not ask you to say that the construction of tbe railway as proposed will destroy tbe beauty of 
the city or take away the comfort of its inhabitants;—! say that it might? Well, if you will leave that 
assumption out, I will say that I advocate immediate action. I would not defer tho extension of the line 
into the city.
2396. Why would you immediately extend the line into the city;—because of the danger at Rcdfcrn, or
to meet the convenience of the people who wish to come into the city ? Por both reasons. This exten
sion will serve the double purpose of improving the terminal station accommodation and of bringing 
passengers into the city. _
2397. You do not think that if Kedfern were divested of the dangers which are now said to ho rife there, 
the other part of the scheme could wait? I might answer that question as a citizen, but as ail engineer 
I would rather avoid expressing my opinions upon the subject. Personally,]’ believe that it would be a 
a good thing to bring the traffic into the city. I like the proposed scheme, because it combines tho two 
purposes.
2398. Tbe construction of the St. James-road station will involve a cutting about 19 feet deep close to 
the central avenue of the Park ? Yes.
2399. How high will the station roof be ? About 70 feet.
2400. At its highest point? Ho ; that is inside.
2401. I mean outside ? It would be higher than that. I should think that with the ventilators it would 
be about 80 or 90 feet high,
2402. Do you not think that the buildings will present a less attractive appearance if they are sunk into 
the ground on one side ? I do not think that that will make nftuch difference. There will be a row of 
trees along there. We shall not interfere with the existing row of fig-trees. I do not think there will be 
anything unsightly about the arrangements.
2403. You propose to raise Park-street? Yes, it will have to be raised where we go uuder it.
2404. Will not that present a considerable obstruction to the traffic? No; tho grade on the city side 
would only be about 1 in 25.
2405. And coming up from Woolloomooloo ? Prom College-street the grade will be much flatter. I 
have nothing to do with the street lower down than College-street.
2406. Will tho fact that you will have a dead-end station at Hyde Park interfere with your shunting 
operations there? No; the lines will be laid down so as to make tho shunting operations as easy as 
possible.
2407. Mr. Tncketf.] How long is it since you saw tbe large railway stations of London? Three years ago. 
I was there in 1894.
2408. I understand that it is intended to enclose the proposed station from Park-street up to St. James’- 
road on top and at the sides ? Yes.
2409. The approach from Liverpool-street to Park-street will ho underground? It will be below tho
surface of the ground. .
2410. The distance from the line to tho nearest houses in Plizabeth-street will be about 175 feet ? X 
think that is so,
2411. Do you think that the noise of passing trains will render the whole of the houses in Elizabcth-street 
between Liverpool-street and King-street uninhabitable? I do not think so. I think that the fact that 
the trains will he below the surface of the ground will deaden tbe sound.
2412. When they got into the sheds will the noise be very great ? No ; it will be very little. Tbe trains 
will be proceeding at a slow pace there.
2413. I suppose that when a train is arriving at that platform its own momentum will carry it from Park- 
street? Yes.
2414. If it has been stated that all the houses in Elizabeth-street fronting tbe Park will become uninhabit
able because of the noise of tbe trains, do you think that that is an exaggeration? It is an exaggera
tion. No result ot that kind has occurred elsewhere, and I do not see why such a thing should happen in 
Sydney.

John Parry, Out-door Traffic Superintendent of Southern Lines, Department of Railways, sworn, and
further examined:—

J. Parry. 2415. Mr. Black."] When you were under examination on the 15th July you stated that if the proposed 
o'——v scheme were carried out, and the traffic became so great that Hyde Park would not meet its requirements, 

12 Aug., 1897. it would not be necessary to resume more land in Hyde Park, because a better plan would be to construct 
otherstationsin various parts of the city ? Yes; I said that if, in twenty or twenty-five years, population hud 
so increasedas to overcrowd the new station, the conditions of the city and of its surrounding might necessitate 
the establishment of other terminal stations. By looking back upon the past you can form an idea as to 
how great the changes in the future may be. You ask me what will take place in Sydney twenty years 
hence. Well, if wo look hack to the year 1839 or 1840, we look back to a period when there was not a 
railway in the world. That is only a little over fifty years. Since then the whole world has changed.

Therefore.



411

MINUTES ON EVIDENCE—RAILWAY EXTENSION PROM REDFERN TO ST. JAMES’-ROAD. ' 125

Therefore, it is moat difficult to say what will happen in the future; in fact, it ia hardly right to aak oUO J- 
definitely what will transpire twenty-five years hence. isT^'iww
2416. You are not alluding to the possibility of flying-machines? It is posaible that the use of steam ‘
will go out of existence altogether. Other means of locomotion may be invented which will entirely alter
the condition of things.
2417. But whatever moans of locomotion you have, it will always be necepaary to have places where
passengers may alight j-'—stations will always be necessary ? Yes; so far as we can foretell. ,
2418. in your former evidence you spoke definitely about having terminal stations for the traffic coming 
from North Shore, Balmain, and Woolloomooloo;—where would you put the North Shore station ? I 
have not given that subject consideration.
2419. What about the Balmain station;—have you not considered where it should be located ? No; I 
have not considered any details in connection with this matter.
2420. You have not come to any conclusion in regard to the Woolloomooloo station ? No.
2421. So far as we are aware, there might be no sites for the construction of these stations ? We could 
make sites if the absolute necessity arose. I think the Chairman suggested terminal stations for AV oolloo- 
mooloo and Balmain traffic. I referred only to the possibility of having a terminal station for the North 
Shore traffic. If in time to come it was necessary to construct a railway to North Shore, the great propor
tion of the people using it would be people coming into Sydney to business. They would not be people 
wishing to go to the south or to the west of Sydney. Therefore, I said the best way to give the greatest 
convenience to the greatest number would be to construct a separate terminal station to which they could 
be taken every morning, and from which they could be taken every evening.
2422. The question is, would you construct that station ? I have not given that question any considera
tion. J did not know that I should be called upon to give evidence upon the point.
2423. You think that it will be possible to find sites for such stations ? I have not searched for any.
2424. But yon said that, if necessity arose, yon could find a site ? Well, if I were to tell you that I
could not find a site, ^ou would laugli at me. ■
2425. Most people say that you cannot find sites now ;—you cannot reply to my question ? I do not 
think you expect me to do so.
2126. Have you seen the evidence given hy Mr. Selfe ? I read some of it in the newspaper.
2427. Have you seen the plan before the Committee, showing Mr. Selfe’s proposed arrangement at Bedfern 
yard? Yes ; I have seen that plan,
2428. What do you think of his proposal to increase the space at Eedfern hy taking the Darling Harbour 
branch underground from some point to the south of the tunnel? It is a feasible proposal.
2429. Would it facilitate the working of traffic there ? It would under existing conditions.
2430. Would it not allow you to use ground which is now cut off from use, because of this line running 
in front of it? We would have additional space on the western side of the yard if the Darling Harbour 
branch were taken away in a tunnel.
2431. When the Committee visited Eedfern, I asked you a number of questions with regard to resump
tions upon the Eegent-strect side of the yard, and you pointed out to me that any benefit which might 
arise from those resumptions would be nullified by the existence of the Darling Harbour branch as it is 
now arranged ? I did.
2432. Would that reply lose its force if the Darling Harbour branch were taken away in a tunnel, as '
Mr. Selfe suggests ? If the Darling Harbour branch were taken away in a tunnel, that would add to our 
accommodation ; but I certainly would not endorse Mr, Selfe’s scheme for providing a new station.
2433. Why ? He would build his new station practically upon the site of the existing station. If you 
began to build a new station at Eedfern, you would have to spend an enormous amount of money,und this 
proposal, instead of looking forward twenty-five years, does not look forward half that period. The grand 
central station which Mr. Selfe proposes will take up more ground than the existing station, and will not 
leave room for an expansion of traffic twenty years hence,
2431. Do you think that there is not so much room for the expansion of traffic at Eedfern as there is at 
Hyde Park ? If you go to Hyde Park you carry a great part of the traffic away from Eedfern, leaving 
the Eedfern property available for other traffic arrangements. The money you spent in taking the station 
forward is saved by what you leave intact at Eedfern.
2435. Do you think that it would cost more to reconstruct a station at Eedfern than to build a station at 
Hyde Park ? It would cost more to construct tho station proposed by Mr. Selfe than to construct a new 
station at Hyde Park, The new station is plotted at an angle with the present lines. While it was being 
constructed the traffic would have to bo carried on as usual; but there would be alteration, realteration, 
and realteration again. This would cause great inconvenience.
2436. Is that inconvenience inherent to any scheme for altering the Eedfern station, or merely to Mr.
Selfo’s scheme ? It is inherent to any scheme for the construction of a new station upon the site of the 
old station.
2137. If you had the diversion of tho Darling Harbour traffic, which Mr, Selfe suggests, and the 
resumptions upon the Eegent-street side, which would give you more room for marshalling trains, do you 
think the Eedfern yard would be sufficiently commodious ? Before I answer that question I should like 
to see how it was proposed to alter the Darling Harbour branch. I should like to know where the tunnel 
is to commence. If the Eedfern yard were my property, I would not spend an enormous sum of money 
in constructing a tunnel in order to add a little more ground to the present inconvenient yard.
2438. It appears to me that the chief thing that is wanted at Eedfern is the lengthening of platforms 
and more room for the management of trains;—is that so ? That is so. I think in my previous evidence 
I fully detailed the inconvenience of the existing arrangements.
2439. You evidently think that an extension of the railway to North Shore will be necessary in the future ?
I quite think that it will be necessary in the future.
2140. Would it not be possible, by the construction of a line from Eedfern to North Shore, to relieve the 
Eedfern station of the northern traffic ? That would be a very slight relief.
2441. Do you not think that an extension to North Shore would relieve the present suburban lines hy 
causing the settlement of population upon tho fine lands situated between Milson’s Point and Hornsby ?
Such a line would not relieve the present suburban traffic. Traffic upon it would he additional traffic, 
which would grow up gradually, and increase just as the western suburbs’ traffic will increase.
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J. Parry. 2442. If there is a great increase of settlement in the iS’orth Shore suburbs, it will naturally bo at the 
GXPense ^ B0litliern suburbs? I do not think so. "

u£'t i- 2443. A greater area will bo provided for the settlement of population ? Do you mean to say that in a 
few years’ time all the houses in tho western suburbs will be vacant, because thev will be building new 
houses in USTorth Shore? ‘
2-144^. No, I do not say that; but there may be more settlement upon the North Shore, and consequently 
less in the western suburbs ? You mean that the increase of settlement will be greater on the North 
Shore than in the western suburbs. '
2445. Your principal objection to Mr. Selfe’s scheme is the difficulty of conversion at Hedfern ? That is 
one objection.
244G. That is your principal objection ? I think it wrould be a pity to spend an enormous sum of money 
in putting down a large station at that particular place. *
2447. Do you not think that as population grows Kedfern will be more nearly the heart of the city than 
it is now ? Kedfern will always have a good station. It can grow as much as it likes, but it will still 
have a station.
2448. Do you think that Kedferu is tho proper place for a goods station? It is certainly a very handy 
place. There is a considerable population around Eedfern, As population increases it will become more 
convenient.
2449. Do you not think that some place nearer the water’s edge would be more adapted to a goods station
site ? If you were a merchant doing business in Surry Hills, you would rather come to Kedfern than go 
down to the water’s edge. ”
2450. ^Vhiie at Kedfern you may be near to Surry Hills, you arc a long distance from Woolloomooloo
and Forest Lodge? Well, an enormous goods traffic is dealt with at Kedfern at the present time. All 
the produce traffic is dealt with there, and large quantities of goods are sent from there to the country. 
24-51. People do not come there because it is convenient, but because you bring their goods there;— 
wherever you bring their goods the people will have to come ? Certainly. They will have to come to 
whatever place you make the station. "
2452. Do you not think it would be possible to relieve the Kedfern yard by removing the carriage-shcds, 
the locomotive-sheds, and the workshops to Eveleigh ? T do not know of any site at Eveleigh to which 
you could remove them.
2453. I am speaking of making resumptions for that purpose ? 1 am sure you would not do that if the 
business were your own.
2454. I would sooner resume land at Eveleigh which is worth about 30s. a foot, than take land at Hyde Park
which is worth fifty times as much ? I do not know anything about Hyde Park, I am simply dealing 
with the Kedfern arrangements as they exist. If you do not do that at Hyde Park, 1 say, go beyond 
Devonshirc-street and use that property. ’ ‘
2455. You think it would be better to cross Devonsbire-street aud to construct a new station upon the 
Asylum grounds? Yes ; I think it would be better to extend the station as far as Beltnoro-road.
2456. Do you not think that the land upon which tbe Benevolent Asylum stands is more valuable than
the inferior land at Eveleigh which Mr. Selfe proposes to resume? T cannot give you an opinion upon 
that subject. *
2457. Do you not think the land upon which the Benevolent Asylum, the convent, Mr. Fosbcry’s house,
and the police barracks stand is more valuable than the land upon which the miserable dog-liutches of 
houses are built between Kedfern and Eveleigh ? I do not see the utility of resuming land along the 
line to Eveleigh. '
2458. You do not think that a resumption which would permit of the laying down of more lines for the 
running of trains into and out of Kedfern would be of any benefit? I am unablo to see what benefit the 
resumption proposed by Mr. Selfe would be.
2459. I thought that your objection to tho Kedfern yard was that it was difficult to get trains in and out,
and that there was no room for marshalling trains there? My argument was that the existing arrange
ments are too cramped. '
2460. "Would not an arrangement which would give yon room for the laying down of more lines be 
beneficial? Well, there is nothing on the plan to show what is proposed. If a definite proposal were 
put before me, I should be able to give you my opinion upon it.
2461. It is not enough to give you the ground; we must also give you a scheme? Exactly. You may 
resume 100 acres, but if tbe land resumed is not in a suitable position it is of no use.
2462. Would not that remark apply also to Hyde Park? If Hyde Park is in a suitable position, 12 acres 
there may be as good as 50.
2463. I cannot quite understand your objection to Mr. Selfe’s scheme ? My point is that J do not know 
what is proposed by Mr. Selfe. All I can see is that he proposes to resume land between Kedfern and 
Eveleigh, I do not sec how he proposes to utilise that land.
2464. 1 understand that he proposes to lay down more lines there ? Of course Mr. Selfe may be able to 
see exactly what he is going to do, but J have bad no conversation with him upon the subject.
2465. I understood that the line upon the Regent-street side would be used for passenger traffic, and 
that the other lines marked upon the plan would be used for the traffic going to the sheds on the eastern 
and north-eastern portion of the yard ? Well, the scheme does not commend itself to me.
2466. Mr. Zee.] Have you had any experience regarding tho stations in other parts of the world which 
will enable you to offer an opinion in regard to the exits and entrances provided for by Mr. Deane in tbe 
new Hyde Park station ? I es. During my trip to America, at the end of 1S93,1 visited the principal 
stations of Jersey city, the Pennsylvania station, Broad-street station, Philadelphia, and Reading station. 
The two last-named were only just compleled at the fime. The exits provided by Mr. Deane are far and 
away beyond what is provided at those stations.
246/. Is the traffic there greater or less than it is here ? At times the traffic there is very great.
2468. Much greater than it is here ? Yes. "
2469. You are of opinion that the entrances shown upon the plan will be ample? Ample.
2470. Of course you take into consideration the side entrances as well ? Yes, It may be necessary to 
divert the traffic from some of the platforms to the north-eastern entrance. As fast as the people get 
out of the trains at those platforms they will be able to get awav from tbe station. You could not land
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5,000 or 6,000 people there in two or three minutes. Then, on the western side, there is an exit to J' Tarry. 
Elizabeth-street 15 feet wide. s
2471. The main opening will he towards fit. James’-road ? Tes. 12Aug.,1897.
2472. It will never be necessary for all the passengers to go in to the station or leave by one entrance ?
No ; the object of providing various entrances is to split up tbe traffic.
2473. To prevent a crush at any one point ? Tes.
2474. Tou do not think that even under extraordinary circumstances there would be any block in an 
entrance 20 feet wide ? If there were a great crowd we should keep the people out in the street until 
the trains were ready to receive them. "We should let them pass into the station gradually as there were 
trains ready to take them away,
2475. In view of the experience which you have had in other countries, and in this Colony, can you offer
any suggestions for the improvement of the proposed entrances;—are you quite satisfied with thorn? 1 
am quite satisfied with them, "
2476. Are you satisfied that they will be ample to enable you to properly conduct the trafiicthcro ? Tes.
2477. Mr. lias sail.'] Do you think that the plan of the station which lias been planned by Mr. Deane 
will bo as safe as ingenuity and forethought can make it? Tes, Jn America I saw tbe Philadelphia 
station, the Beading station, the Pennsylvania station—the Pennsylvania line is tbe best in America—tbe 
Boston station, the New Jersey station, and the Grand Central at New Tork, and I. prefer this to all of 
them.
247S. "Were they all dead-end stations ? Tes.
2470. Tou think the proposed station will meet all requirements for many years to come ? Tes.
2480. How long do you think it will be before the traffic would increase so greatly that you will not be 
able to deal with it at tbe proposed new station? Well, I would point out that an increase in traifiedoes 
not necessarily mean an increase in the number of trains. At tbe present time many of our trains are not 
full. As the traffic increases you can increase the weight of the trains.
2481. At the present time your engines are not loaded to their full capacity ? A few years ago the Mel
bourne express used to be sent away every night with two engines; now the same train is taken away by 
one engine, although the load is larger, and it runs more punctually.
24S2. Mr. O'Connor.] That ia because of the improvements which have been made in locomotives ? Tes.
2IS3. Mr. JIassaU.] So many improvements can bo made in the carrying capacity of trains lhat you do 
not think it would be necessary to increase the accommodation at Hyde Park for a very long while ?
That is so, ‘
2'1:84. There will be room enough there to enable yon to deal with an enormously large traffic for many 
years to come ? Tes. f made a great study of the traffic between Yan Burcn-street and the park going 
to tho Chicago Exhibition. Tbe attendance at that exhibition, upon one day was about 675,000 people.
The numbers carried between Yan Buren-street and the park, a distance of about S miles, ran into millions 
a week ; but the traffic being concentrated, they were enabled to deal with it by running trains backwards 
and forwards every two minutes, and at times every minute and a half. Every train was simply packed.
Hero, however, during the principal part of the day we have very few trains running; but between 
5 o clock and half-past G o’clock in tbe evening there is a great rush of people wanting to get home from 
busmess; therefore, we have to run a great number of trains just at that time. Por instance, we run 
trains at 5T5, 5T8, 5'20, G'23, 5'25, and 5'27, These trains are at the platforms waiting for the people 
as they come up in tbe trams.
2485. Mr, Blach.] How many lines had they at Chicago? 1 think that the number of lines between the 
place I mentioned and the park was eight; but tbe Chicago traffic proper was not dealt with on the 
eight lines ; I think it was dealt with on about four. In very few places in Ainerica are the conditions 
of traffic similar to the conditions here. Here wo have fostered suburban traffic ; but in America it is 
only in a few places that they have done that. Until the last few years they have generally ignored the 
suburban traffic. They have not been in the habit of encouraging people to settle in the suburbs, as we 
do here, by sending fast trains to the various stations, in order that, the passengers may get quickly to 
their destinations. They have generally only slow trains running to the suburbs.
2480. Mr. Hawaii.] Here your main traffic is suburban traffic; there their main traffic is other than 
suburban ? Yes, When 1 was there the “ Illinois Central ” people, who were looking out for suburban 
traffic, bad not adopted tbe system of running fast trains, as wo have. Here, in tho busy parts of the day, 
we run a through train to Petersham, another to Summer Hill, another making iis first stop at Ashfield, 
another through to Croydon. A quick service like that encourages people to settle in the suburbs more 
than a continuous service of slow trains would do.
2487. Mr. Humphery.] When you were previously examined you said that the improved arrangements 
which you would have at Hyde Park would enable you to deal with four times tho present traffic;—are 
you still of that opinion ? Tes,
2488. Mr. Roberts.] Do you know the Victoria station at Westminster, the terminus of the London- 
Brighton and South Coast Kail way ? No.
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The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the Railway system of the Colony from 
the present terminus at Eedfern into the city, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road,

Edward William Knox, sworn, and examined:—
E. W. Knox, 2489. Chairman.] You have been a resident of the city of Sydney for a great number of years ? Yes ; I 

have lived in Sydney nearly the whole of my life.
13 Ang., 1897.2490. You gave evidence before the Royal Commission upon city railway extension on the 31st March 

lastare your opinions the same now as they were then ? Yes; I have no desire to in any way alter 
the evidence which 1 gave then.
2491. Mr. Farneil.] At that time you were emphatic in your objections to the proposed extension of the 
railway to Hyde Park ;—you still oppose that project as strongly as ever ? Yes.
2492. Have you any statement to make in regard to the matter ? Yes,

I have carefully road the report of the Royal Commission about the proposed station in Hyde Park, and all the 
evidence taken thereon, with the result that the opinion I held as to the inexpediency of carrying out this work, has been 
strengthened and confirmed. It is clear to me that the only demand for such a change comes from the residents in the 
south-western suburbs, that a very large majority of the ratepayers in the city and other suburbs are strongly, I may 
indeed say bitterly, opjiosed to any part of Hyde Park being taken for railway purposes ; and the Commission has frankly 
admitted that, unless the Park can bo taken, the extension with the city cannot in any way be justihed. Moreover, I think 
that the advocates of such an extension on a line west of George-street made out a better case than those who demanded 
the eastern line, and there can be no doubt that the former would be much the most convenient for the short-distance 
passengers. I still maintain, however, that no suclr extension should be taken in hand, that the terminus should be between 
Redfcm and Bclmore Gardens, and that when it became manifest that some additional accommodation should be provided, 
this should bo obtained hy extending the Kedfern station northwards—a scheme which Mr. Eddy said could easily he carried 
out at an expenseof from £70,000 to £100,000. Such work should, however, be delayed as long as possible, for there is 
not, I think, any indication that tho number of residents in what arc called the railway suburbs will in the early future 
increase. On the other hand, there is some reason to believe that the expansion of Sydney has practically ceased for a time, 
and in the event of federation being accomplished, and of the Pederal Government having control of the railways, I feel 
certain that the population of Sydney would decrease.
2493. You say that Mr. Eddy made a statement to the effect that to extend the line from its present 
terminus to the Beltnoro-road would cost between £70,000 and £100,000? I took that statement from 
the evidence given before the Royal Commission. J do not remember the actual words, but X think that 
Mr, Eddy said that it required that amount to provide “ adequate accommodation ” at Redfern, -
2494. The estimate before us is about £400,000 ? Mr. Eddy’s statement was clear and distinct to the 
effect that he could adequately provide for an increase of traffic with an expenditure of from £70,000 to 
£100,000. I think the £400,000 to which you refer includes the erection of a large central station, 
which Mr. Eddy did not think either desirable or necessary.
2495. Your reasons for opposing the scheme before the Oommiltee are given pretty fully in your former 
evidence -,—have any new matters cropped up, to which you desire to refer, to give additional weight to 
that evidence ?. No; nothing of importance. I applied to he examined by the Committee, because I 
did not know that it was intended to incorporate into the Committee's evidence the evidence given before 
the Royal Commission.
249G. Briefly, you consider that there is no necessity for an extension of the railway into the city, and 
that the necessary facilities for dealing with the traffic at Redfern could bo obtained for £80,000 or 
£100,000? Yes.
2497. Mr. Black.] I understand that your opposition to the proposal to bring the railway to Hyde Park 
is based, not only upon your objection to the using of any portion of Hyde Park for a purpose other 
than that for which it was granted to the people, hut also upon your belief that the extension would not 
give the advantages which are claimed for it ? I think that the agitation for the extension of tho rail
way to Hyde Park is solely an agitation upon the part of the residents in the south-western suburbs. I 
do not think that 10 per cent, of the resident of the city care a straw-whether the terminus is at Redfern 
or at Hyde Park ; but they object to the Park being taken for the purposes of a railway station.
2498. 'Would you favour an extension into the city by some other route, and the resumption of land of an 
inferior value, or, if practicable, by means of a tunnel? If the people who desire to have the railway 
brought into tho city are prepared to pay the cost of the extension, and do not take any of the parks, I 
would let them take the railway anywhere they pleased. At present, however, the people who ask for tho 
extension ask for it at the cost of the rest of the community who would not profit by it.
2499. You think that the extension would result in a loss to the entire community for the benefit of a 
section ? Yes.
2500. Have you given any attention to the engineering difficulties in connection with this scheme ? No ; 
I am not qualified to speak upon that subject.
2501. Do jou think that the erection of a station at St. James’-road would destroy the value of the public 
buildings in the neighbourhood—the Museum, the Cathedra], the Grammar School, the Synagogue, and 
other important buildings there ? I think that if tins proposed station were built it w-ould very soon be 
necessary to take down St. James’ Church and the Law Courts, and it would bo necessary to provide 
another building for the Synagogue.
2502. It is proposed to make a street through from Castlereagh-streetto Elizabeth-street, across the High 
School ground, in order to lighten the traffic in the upper parts of King and Market streets;—is not

King-
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King-street very largely congested at the present time ? I think you could not count upon King-street W- Knox, 
being of any practical use as a feeder to the railway, except for foot traffic. It is practically unsafe for ^
cab traffic now. 13Aug.,1897.
2503. The traffic there now is somewhat more than the width of the street gives convenience for ? Tes.
250f. If there were a great increase of traffic in consequence of the construction of the proposed station, 
the street would not be wide enough to meet the demands made upon it ? Yes.
2505. Have you any opinions as to the effect which the construction of the station would have upon tho 
remaining portions of Hyde Park ? It would practically destroy the rest of the Park. A railway station 
can never be anything but the ugliest of buildings, witli tbe meanest of surroundings.
2505. Do you think that the smoke and dirt would interfere with the trees and plants in the Park? I do 
not know that the smoke would be much more than the smoke which is now admitted by the trams,
2507. The trains only run along one side of tbe Park;—the proposed line would run through tbe centre of 
tho Park ? Tes ; but there are a great many more trains than there would be trains.
2508. To make the site of the railway station level with Elizabeth-street, there would have to be a cutting 
10 feet deep at the central avenue of the Park ? Tes.
2509. Do yon think that that would somewhat destroy the beauty of the Park ? It would destroy the 
beauty of the surroundings and spoil the effect of any buildings that you might put up.
2510. Are you aware that it is proposed to slightly raise Park-street in order to enable the trains to pass 
underneath the roadway ? Tes.
2511. Is that a project which commends itself to you? I think it would be a great mistake io do that, 
because Park-street will be the main avenue from the eastern portions of the city to the centre of the town,
2512. Do you think that to increase the grade would be to interfere with the traffic ? Yes.
2513. Mr. Trickett.] Tou say that the residents in tlie south-western suburbs want the extension; but 
that the majority of people in the city do not want it ? That .is so, because only a very small pro
portion of the residents in the city travel hy train at all.
2514<. Do you remember the first meeting which was held at the Town Hall to protest 'against any 
interference with the Park? Tes.
2515, If I remember rightly, the opinion was then expressed, that there was no objection to an extension 
of the railway into Sydney ; but that the line should not be taken into Hyde Park ? I was not present at that 
meeting, I only know what I read in the newspaper reports. I say now that I have no objection to a city 
railway extension, provided that tho people who want it will pay "for it. But the people who want it, 
want to get Hyde Park for next to nothing, and then they want to be brought into the city for about one- 
fourth of wffiat they now pay in tram fares. The tram takings will be diminished if the proposed line is 
constructed.
251G. Tho late Mr. Eddy gave evidence to the effect that the proposed extension wonld pay from the 
start? Tes; but, speaking under correction, I think no evidence has been given as to the"extent to 
which the takings of the tramway would be diminished if the proposed line is constructed. At the 
present time the railway tram carries a great many of the other services upon its back. That would cease 
if the proposed extension were made.
2517. The chief spokesman of the deputation which waited upon the Colonial Secretary to report the 
result of the meeting to which I have referred, said, that the deputation “ did not object to railway extension 
into the city, it simply objected to any part of Hyde Park being taken ” ;—does not that make it appear 
that it is not only the residents of the south-western suburbs who want the extension ? I say that the 
extension would he a waste of public money. If the public like to waste their money, I shall have no 
voice in the matter. , '
251S. When you gave evidence before the Boyal Commission on the 31st March, you stated that you 
thought there was no justification for an extension into the city? I am of that opinion still; but if tho 
people wlm want an extension are prepared to pay for it, I would let them have it. They are not prepared 
to pay for it. My statement was that, only a small proportion of the inhabitants of Sydney use the 
railway, and, therefore, they cannot want to have it extended into the city.
2519. Of course that is only your opinion 7 I think it is a question of fact as to the proportion of 
residents in the city who use the trains,
2520. The Engineer-in-Chief for liailway Construction has told us that “from the King-street station north
ward a pair of lines can he taken in tunnel as shown on the map for connection with an eastern suburbs 
railway—would you favour such an extension ? I do not think there is the remotest chance that I 
shall live to see the construction of an eastern suburbs railway.
2521. But do you favour such au extension? I am very strongly opposed to it in conjunction with an 
extension of the present line from Eedfern to Hyde Park.
2522. Otherwise you are not opposed to it ? I do not think that it is of any consequence. Mr. Eddy 
expressed the opinion that it might be necessar}' to make that railway in twenty year’s time.
2523. If we arc to have that extension, do you think it would be desirable that the eastern suburbs people . 
should be taken to where the police barracks are now ? I think that it is quite unnecessary to hamper 
any proposal to bring the railway into the city with a proposal for au extension to the eastern suburbs, 
because I do not think that there is the smallest chance of the residents of the eastern suburbs getting
a railway. The people who live in the eastern suburbs have a genuine grievance, inasmuch as they are 
compelled to pay much more for travelling than the people who use the railway have to pay,
2524. That being so, they are likely to agitate for a railway ? Yes ; unless they get cheaper tram fares.
2525. I suppose they would like to get quicker transit. I believe that it takes twenty-five minutes to get 
to the Bondi junction ;—is not that a long time for a journey of 2 J miles ? Tes ; hub I think that as a 
set-off against the disadvantage of slowness may be put the advantage of having a stoppage at the corner 
of every street.
2525. ^ A groat many people have urged, in favour of the proposed construction of the line, the opinion 
that it wonld enable the working classes to live out in the suburbs, instead of being cramped op in the 
city as they are now what do you think of that opinion ? I do not think that it is'of any effect. Tho
people who work within a radius of half a mile of Hyde Park are very few in number. A great many
more work within a radius of half a mile of the Eedfern station. "
2527. Tou must recognise that it would be a great convenience for the 40,000 people who come to and
from Eedfern every day, if they could be landed in the city instead of at Eedfern, or, as you propose, at 

196—E ■ Carter’s
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• K W. Knox. Carter’s Barracks ? X take it that if it were a great convenience for them to be brought to Hyde Park, 
' -n . they would, before this, have offered, through their local representatives, the mayors, to have paid the same

13Aug., 1897. rajiway faTea Up0n the extension as they now pay for tram travelling. Instead of doing so, they have
always demanded to be brought right into the city for about a third of what they pay now, and they have 
been promised that they wonld be brought in for that.
2528. I do not know that there has ever been a demand that they should be brought in for lower fares ? 
A promise to that effect has been made. Mr. Eddy said that there would only be a trifling addition made 
to the cost of season tickets. I think other statements have been made before the Committee, showing 
that the additional cost for railway passengers will be very little. Certainly it will be much less than 
they have to pay for travelling on the trams.
2529. Mr. Lee.j The Chief Commissioner asserted before the Commission that it is absolutely necessary 
that Kedfern station should be altered or the traffic removed from there—that it was necessary in the 
interests of public safety? I am aware that that statement has been made.
2530. If we are not to rely upon the evidence of Mr. Eddy and the Commissioners and their officers, upon
whom are we to rely for evidence of this character;—surely you would not set up your opinion against 
that of these officers upon a matter like this ? I do not think I have set up my opinion against that of 
experts. I have already said that if it were necessary I would provide additional accommodation at 
Kedfern by extending the station northwards. '
2531. You have already said that in your opinion it is not necessary to bring the line into the city? I 
have.
2532. The Commissioners say that it is necessary ? I think that they say that it is desirable. There can
be no necessity in this matter. ■
2533. They say that there is a necessity—Mr. Eddy and other officers have shown that if the railway is 
brought into Sydney the extension can be made to pay ;—if you only improve the Kedfern station you 
get no return for the money which you expend there ? I have very great doubts about tho extension 
paying, if proper allowance is made for tho destruction of the tram traffic which it will cause. 1 am 
perfectly confident, too, that it would be a piece of insanity to build a very extensive railway station 
between Kedfern and Beimoro Gardens. I wonld build an adequate station; but 1 would not put up a 
building like that proposed, which would be of no service.
2534. The Kailway authorities have shown us how the line will pay ? I thought it was admitted that they 
had not submitted any statement showing the reduction of income which would ho due to tho stoppage of 
railway trams.
2535. I might refer you to tho statement put before us that it is the desire of the Commissioners to
remove tho railway trams from Elizabeth-street to enable them to give a better service to the other 
suburbs ? I have seen no statement to indicate that the railway suburban traffic has been growing during 
the last three years. . •
2533. Perhaps you are not aware that the evidence of experts is that the number of trains run has 
materially increased during the last two years? Well, it would be a very extraordinary thing if there had 
been an increase, because in every other suburban borough there has been a diminution in the number of 
inhabited bouses.
2537. Mr. Fegmi.~\ Have you seen the statement in regard to the increase in the number of trains which 
are run? Trains are not passengers. Xo doubt additional trains have been put on for tbe convenience 
of residents in the railway suburbs ; hut I do not think that there are any figures which will show that 
the traffic has increased very much.
2538. Mr. Lee] Let me read you this extract from Mr. Eddy’s evidence:—

In making year statement you said you thought the country could be recouped for its expenditure by a system of 
Id, fares to King-street ? What we would do would be to add Id. to all the fares of the public travelling into Sydney.

Have you considered that a penny increase on the railway would, in a large number of instances, mean a reduction of 
nearly '2A. on the tramway ? Yes.

If that be so, where does the gain to the country come in? We arc anxious to get rid of some of the traffic in 
Elizabeth-street and George-street, because it cannot be conducted satisfactorily, and when we get rid of tbe railway teams 
we shall be able to give better services to the.various suburbs, which will bring us in more revenue than we shall lose by 
the short-distance railway traffic.
? Bill; I think I am right in saying that no figures were submitted to the Commission, or have been sub
mitted to the Committee, showing the loss in tram fares.
2539. You have in the extract I have read the positive statement of Mr. Eddy that he would get more 
revenue by giving better services to the various suburbs than he would lose by getting rid of the railway 
trams ? Yes ; but 1 think you would find that very few of the residents of Sydney would agree with that 
statement.
2540. 1 would also like to direct your attention to tho evidence given by Mr. Kirkcaldic on the 29th July 
last

At the beginning of 1S8S, when the locomotive establishments bad been removed to hlacdonaldtown, and consequently 
all light engines had to come from there to begin a day’s work, and go back after it was finished, the number of trains and 
engines passing through Kedfern yard on the main line, taking three ordinary days in 1SSS, had increased from 80 or 

.90 in J877 to 340, 363, and 300. And in 1SD7, taking three days in January, the numbers had increased to 555 from 340, 
to 547 from 303, and to SGI from 355. If we come to exceptional days—on last Eight-hour Hay, the nth Octolwr, we 
passed through the yard 701 independent trains and engines in twenty-four hours, That has nothing whatever to do with 
the shunting about the yard.
? That only refers to f he number of trains, not to the number of passengers. Surely yon cannot expect 
au increase in the number of passengers when the statistical returns show clearly that there has been a 
decrease in population, or that tho population of the suburbs has only just been maintained.
2541. Are you aware that one of the chief reasons given by Mr. Eddy for coming away from Kedfern is 
that there must be longer platforms ;—is it known to you that the length of trains has been very largely 
increased of late years since the introduction of heavier engines ? I. am quite aware that it is necessary 
to run long trains, and that the length of the trains has been increased ; hut I think that there is a 
cheaper and more effective way of providing for the increase of traffic than by extending the line to Hyde 
Park.

■ 2542. If the number of trains has increased, and if longer trains are used now. must not that he accepted
as strong evidence that the traffic on the line has also increased ? Not when you can get all the particulars 
if you like to ask the Kailway authorities for them. 2543.
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13 Aug., 1897.
2513. You cannot tell exactly what the passenger traffic is, because so many travel with season-tickets ? 'Y Knox, 
The point upon which I want to obtain accurate information is as to whether there has been any sub
stantial increase in the number of passengers carried since the end of 1893 or the beginning of 1891.
2514. That is shown by the fact that at the present time more trains and longer trains are being run ?
I think the evidence of which you speak shows clearly that greater convenience has been given to tbe 
residents of the railway suburbs ; but I do not think that it goes to show that a larger number of people 
have been carried.
2545. Mr. Wright.'] Have you carefully read the evidence given by blr. Eddy before the Royal Commis
sion ? Yes.
2546. Did you notice the remarks which he made in regard to tho danger of continuing the present Red- 
fern arrangements ? Yes.
2547. He is asked, Question 2572:—

The Commission have been given to understand that the congested state of traflic ot Redfern is not only a matter of 
inconvenience, bnt is fraught with some danger? Undoubtedly. Where you have to conduct your business under continual 
stress for went of time, and want of platform accommodation, there must be the element of risk which you wish to roc 
eliminated, in spite of every precaution being taken to carry on the business with perfect safety, which has been fairly 
successfully accomplished at Redfern. ' '
Then a little further on, Question 2574:—

jlfr. ffosl'ins.] Has there been great danger from the probability of collisions between shunting engines and carriages 
in the confined space at Redfern yard ? There is not much risk in connection with shunting operations so long as the men 
obey the signals. Everything at Redfern is iuterlockorl, so that you cannot have the signal “off” for an engine to come 
into collision with an operation going on in another part of the yard. But, of course, if a driver runs past a danger signal, 
he is liable to come inlo collision with some other operation that is going forward. It appears from the watching of the 
tram and omnibus traffic, that a station abutting on King-street would be the most convenient position for a terminal 
station, and that was the reason for the Commissioners putting forward the scheme which has been inquired into by a 
previous Royal Commission. Although an alternative scheme was put forward towards the end of the sitting of that 
Commission, it was simply put forward because it was stated that there was a strong feeling against taking so much of the 
Park. But we cannot depart from the opinion which was so clearly emphasised at that last inquiry, that Hyde Park is 
the right and proper position for a general station of the dimensions which you have had placed before you in plans.
I might explain to you that all engines now bringing trains into tbe Redfern yard have to shunt between 
the outgoing and the incoming traffic, so that the slightest neglect might any moment result in very signal 
disaster. Mr. Eddy goes on to say—and these are tbe words of, I suppose, the greatest railway expert 
that we ever had in Australia:—

Again, looking at the fact that it must be generally admitted that Redfern station is totally insufficient for the 
traffic, 1 would point out that it would be unwise to spend a very large sum of money in connection with the present site, 
or any site closely adjoining, because you could not charge any additional fare to recoup the interest on the large expendi
ture. But if, by bringing the line into the city, you convenience the public, and save them expense in travelling along tbe 
streets, yog can wisely and justly make them pay a small additional fare ; aud by charging a fare of ]d. to each passenger 
taking ordinary tickets for each journey, and adding a small sum per month totheseason-ticket-holdera, and about 3d. a week 
to workmen, you bring them into the city at a less cost than at present, and you get sufficient revenue to recoup the countrv 
absolutely for every penny of expenditure incurred in carrying out tins great improvement. Those arc the main points I 
wish to bring under your not icc, and 1 would strongly u rgc that the scheme for placing a big general station in Hyde I’ark 
should be adopted.
In another part of his evidence Mr. Eddy says that ihe George-street electric tram is not required to 
convey passengers to the railway station, but that the Commissioners look upon it as likely to he a 
profitable line irrespective of railway traffic, and that they hope that it will ultimately be continued to 
the various suburbs. We have had it repeatedly in evidence that the loss of revenue caused by the dis
continuance of the railway tramway service would be very slight. There arc one or two other matters in 
connection with Mr. Eddy's evidence to which I would call vour attention. He is asked. Questions 2613 
2614:— ' . x ,

Supposing Barliamont is disinclined to approve of the Park being taken, would it not be of great benefit to three- 
fourths of the travelling public? If Parliament takes the responsibility of the complaints of the long-distance public, I am 
sure the complaints will be very continuous and very strong.

Can you suggest anything but the Park ? No ; 1 wish I could.
? I am quite familiar with Mr. Eddy’s evidence. , 1
2548. Mr. Eddy was also asked:— .

You are aware that it is assumed that once yon are placed in the Park, and get 10 acres, it will not be very long 
before you take the whole—is that fear groundless ? . ‘
To which lie replied:—

I think so. In my opinion it is.
In a subsequent answer, Mr. Eddy explains that the Park will give sufficient accommodation for twenty 
years to come, and if at the end of that time more accommodation is required, it will be given, not by the 
alienation of more of tho park land, but by an extension of the railway to the Circular Quay ? I do not 
attach the least value to anyone s predictions as to what will happen in Sydney in twenty years’ time. I 
have seen so much changes in twenty years that I do not attach any importance to the predictions of the 
late Chief Commissioner, who, although an extremely able man, only lived here for nine years. I 
know a great deal more about Sydney than Mr. Eddy could have known. ‘
2549. But you do not know as much about railway matters ? I do not know anything about railway
matters. J
2550. If Mr, Eddy has told us that there is great danger in leaving Redfern as it is at present, and that 
an extension into the city would he a great benefit, have we not a right to attach considerable importance 
to that evidence Yes ; but I think that the alleged danger has been seriously overestimated. There has 
only been one serious accident there, and that occurred because the engine-driver disregarded the signals.
2551. There have been at least three accidents within a year or two ? Only one serious accident. &
2t)52. ’We have been told by various railway experts that Redfern yard is now being worked with the 
constant aud daily risk of serious accidents, and that under no circumstances is it capable of meetin°' the 
requirements of a larger traffic? Every day of my life I am told by experts that a certain course must 
bo followed; but I follow that course or not, just as I think fit, and J take the responsibility for 
what is done. It seems to me that the Committee is in the same position. They have tho responsibility 
of deciding what weight should attach to the expert evidence. I do not attach much to it—not with 
reference to the expenditure of money. ,
2553. You are not averse to the railway coming into the citv ? Ho. 2554,
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E. VV. Knox. 2554<. You are not in a position to suggest any scheme to the Committee ? No.
2555. Have you read the evidence given in favour of schemes other than the departmental scheme ? I 

13 Ang, ,1897. |jave rea(j t]le newspaper reports.
2556. Do you believe that Sydney could be served by an underground railway? If it were worked hy 
electricity, yes; if it were worked by steam, no.
2557. Mr. Humpkery,'] Do you attach much weight to the report of the Railway Commissioners issued 
yesterday, and the statement which it contains as to the necessity for immediate steps being taken for the 
extension of the railway into the city ? Is that a fair question ?
2558. I understood you to convey that you attach little or no weight to expert evidence ? Ido not think 
I said that. I said that in my own business I took it or not as 1 thought fit, and that the responsibility 
rested with me.
2559. I would like to read you an extract from the report of the Commissioners which was issued 
yesterday:—

The proposed extension of {lie railway into the city is a matter which demands some mention in this report, not with 
object of advocating any particular route . . . but because of the absolute necessity for a decision in the matter. The
time has arrived when it must bo emphatically stated that the passenger business cannot longer be conducted at Kedfern 
with reasonable convenience to the public, er without unnecessary risk.
Are you not disposed to attach great weight to a statement of that character, coming from such a source ?
I should accept it as what is known as an olficial statement.
2560. If wre are told that the passenger traffic has greatly increased, wrould you credit that statement ? I 
do not see how it is possible that the suburban passenger traffic can have increased.
2561. I will quote another paragraph from the report:—

Tho coaching traffic shows an increase of £54,774; second-class traffic having increased by £58,407, and miscellanous 
traffic by £8,694. First -class traffic shows a decrease of £2,327.
? That is the entire traffic. My remarks apply only to the suburban traffic.
2562. The report continues:—

For the increased money earned there were 1,667, S76 additional passenger jonrneys made.
In the face of that statement, do you adhere to the opinion that it is not necessary to provide better 
passenger accommodation? I think that that only makes an average of thirty additional passengers for 
each train. I do not think you want an extension for that. I do not know how many passengers there 
w'ere carried before. The statement that there has been a certain increase is of no value uuless you know 
what proportion that increase bears to the number of passengers previously carried.
2563. Inasmnch as tbe earnings from passenger traffic, notwithstanding a large decrease in first-class 
passenger receipts, increased last year by £55,774, must there not have been a very greater number of 
suburban passengers carried ? I would not say so. I do not know what proportion the increase hears to 
the total number of passengers carried.
2564. 'Without distinguishing between long-distance and suburban traffic, may we not fairly assume that 
a portion of the increased earnings came from suburban passenger traflic ? I could not express an 
opinion without having the figures as to the actual traffic before me.
2565. Notwithstanding the very definite opinion you have expressed as to Kedfern being near enough to 
the city for a terminal station, if we have been told by Mr. Eddy and others that it would be wise to bring 
the railway into the city, would you not be disposed to value the opinion of experts upon a matter of this 
kind. You are managing a very large institution, employing a great number of men, aud you have 
control of a vast enterprise;—would you not expect outside opinion to defer to yours in questions relating 
to management ? I should be quite ready to defer to Mr, Eddy in everything relating to the management 
of a railway, because that is a subject upon which he was thoroughly informed, and about which I know 
nothing; but upon a question of public policy, I think that I have as much right to au opinion as 
Mr, Eddy had, and this is a question of public policy.
3566. Mr. Fegan.] The Secretary to the Kailway Commissioners told the Royal Commission that for the 
year 1896 the total number of passenger journeys in and out of Sydney was 11,670,000 ; that is, on the 
assumption that each ticket-holder made one journey in and one journey out each day ; therefore, an 
increase of 1,667,876 passenger journeys is very considerable? That would be an increase of about 
15 per cent,
25G7. You will admit that the railway officials arc tho persons who are most likely to be supplied with the 
correct figures on this subject? ■ Unquestionably.
2568. In view of this great increase of traffic, is it not necessary that something should be done to relieve 
the congested state of Kedlern;—would it not be better to extend the railway into the city, with some 
chance of recouping the interest upon the money expended, than to merely improve the terminal station 
at Kedfern? If the business were mine,I would not consider the question of leaving Kedfern. I would 
merely tell the experts that they were going to stay there, and that they would have to make such 
provision as would, make the stations arrangements safe, supposing they thought them to be unsafe.
2569. But, as a business man, would you not like to see a return for your money, even if you spent only 
£100,000? I do not think it would cost anything like £100,000 to make Kedfern unquestionably safe, 
and to provide longer platforms than there are there now,
2570. According to the figures put before the Commission it wonld take from £200,000 to £400,000 to 
extend the Kedfern station arrangements across Devomhire-street ’? I do not in the least believe in the 
construction of large stations. I think that we should follow the American plan rather than Ihe English 
plan, "We should not run our trains under great glass roofs. In my opinion it would be sufficient to 
have only the platforms covered in. The trains themselves could stand out in the open air. You do not 
require a large sum of money to build a station of that kind.
2571. Mr. Hoskins.] Have they not a large central railway station in New York ? I fhink they bare now.
2572. Mr. Fegan.] Do you know that out of the 11,000,000 passengers arriving at Kedfern during tlie 
year only about 3,000,000 take the railway tram into the city ? That to me is a strong argument against 
the proposed extension, because it shows that the great proportion of the passengers are quite content to 
get out at Kedfern.
2573. It must be remembered that the trams are very slow, because they stop at nearly every corner, and 
that there is a wait before the tram starts;—do you not think that if the railway were brought on into 
the city, at least onc-half of the 11,000,000> people arriving at Redfern would come on hy train ? I do

not
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not think so, I think that the very large proportion of the 8,000,000 who do not corne on by tfara nOWE. W. Knox, 
do not want to come near Hyde Park. They want to come to some place between the Eedfern station /— 
and the Cathedral. 13Ang.,1897.
2574. There ia a great advantage in being able to come right tlfrongh to your destination without 
changing ? I believe that if the railway were brought into Hyde Park, the greater number of passengers 
would continue to get out at diedfern.
2575. Do you think that more would get out at Eedfern if the railway were extended to Hyde Park ? No.
2576. Do you think that a larger number would go on to Hyde Park by train than now travel by railway 
tram ? I think you could count upon getting the 3,000,000 that now travel in the tram.
2577. But there would be no increase beyond that? That is so.
2578. The main point of your evidence is that there is no necessity for going to the expense of continuing 
the railway into the city ? I think that there is no justification for such an expense.
2579. You think that greater accommodation could be given at Eedfern? Unquestionably.
2580. What is your real objection to the taking of Hyde Park ? I object to the use of land which has 
been dedicated to the public as a park for any other purpose, whether by a particular section of the 
community or even by the whole community.
2581. Your evidence to-day is a protest against the handing over of any of these reserves for auy other
purpose than that to which they were dedicated? Yes. .
2582. Have you ever protested against other reserves being used for purposes other than that to which 
they w'erc dedicated ? I think that to a certain extent I was instrumental in preventing the Metropolitan 
Collieries Company from obtaining 6 acres of land at Bradley’s Head.
2583. Did you ever make a protest against the handing over to the City Council of any reserve in George- 
street? I do not know of any reserve in George-street that was ever handed over to the Council.
2584. Did you ever raise any objection to the alienation of the Metropole site? That site has been 
private property ever since I was horn.
2585. It is not very long since it wras built upon? I think it is forty years since it belonged to the 
Council. I was not in a position to make protest against any alienation then.
2586. You argument is that, no matter how badly the public convenience may require the use of a portion 
of the Park for railway purposes, it must not, under any circumstances, he taken ? I say that that 
section of the public which wants the Park should not get it uuder, any circumstances.
2587. You say that these people will not pay for the construction of this line ? The Hallway authorities
have said that they did not propose to charge them for its construction. *
2588. You challenged the opinion of the Commissioners that this line wmuld pay interest upon tho cost 
of construction ? I think the Eailway authorities value that portion of the Park which it is proposed to 
take at £100,000; but you had evidence submitted to you three or four days ago to the effect that it was 
worth much more than that.
2589. The Commissioners say that they are willing to place £100,000 upon the Estimates for the
resumption of 24 acres at Devonshire-street, which they would make into a park, and in maintaining 
which they would spend £1,000 a year;—do you not think that that arrangement would be a good one 
for the public ? I am not aware that the Eailway Commissioners own any land in Devonshire-street which 
they can make oyer to the public. The whole of the population of the Colony will have to pay its share of 
tho £100,000 which you speak of. There is only a small section of the suburban residents of Sydney 
who "would be carried over the extension. * ‘
2590. Surely if the extension will give greater comfort and speedier transit to the people of the country, 
as well as to the people of the city, it should be made ? I do not admit that.
2591. You do not mean to say that a separata account should he kept between the city and the country' 
so far as tho railwaj' revenue was concerned ? If I lived at Mudgee I should not think so, because then 
1 should have to pay three times as much as other people who travel by rail. The residents in the eastern 
suburbs are told that they must pay high fares in order that tlie Commissioners may get a return of 4 per 
cent, upon the working of the railways and tramways ; but the man who travels to Mudgee only pays as 
much as the man who travels from Bathurst, although tlie Mudgee line is an unprofitable line, while the 
Bathurst line is a profitable line.
2592. The extra charge made upon the passengers carried would be sufficient to pay for the proposed 
extension ? Yes, if you do not pay for the Park.
2593. Mr. Roberts.'] Are we to understand that in yonr opinion the Government would bo making a great 
error of policy in bringing the railway to St. James’-road? Yes, at the present time.
2594. Do you arrive at that opinion from a purely financial view ? Yes.
2595. If you had control of the railways you would look upon this as au unremunerative investment ? I 
should look upon it as an undesirable investment, in view of the present position aud the immediate 
prospects of the Colony.
2596. I think you said that you would not come further north with tho line than Belmore-road ? Yes.
2097. Docs it not occur to you that if the railway "were brought to St. James’-road there would be a large 
increase in the suburban traffic, aud, consequently, a large increase in the revenue? I think there cannot 
he any increase in the suburban traffic. So far as tny knowledge of Sydney goes, I should say that the 
population is more likely to diminish than to increase within the next year or eighteen months.
2598. Is not the population of the Colony gradually increasing? The population of Sydney is not 
increasing to any extent at the present time, and the Colony is poorer now than it has been lor the last 
ten years. There is less ability on tlie part of the country districts to carry tlie town, aud, therefore, the 
number of people living in the town cannot increase.
2599. If greater facilities were offered to enable people to get to the western suburbs, is it not likely that 
the suburban railway traffic would increase? Not unless there were more people to settle iu the suburbs, 
or the people had more money to pay for fares.
2600. If an extension into the city were decided upon, would you prefer a line on the west side of 
George-street to one on the east side of George-street? I should say that a line on the west side of 
George-street would serve more people.
2601. Would the fact that such an extension would have to be by means of tunnels prove a serious 
objection? I do not think it would be desirable to carry these trains underground in tins climate. If 
you had electricity you could use tunnels.

2602.
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‘ B. W. Knox. 2602. Things might as well remain as they are as to have an electric train in addition to the present 
trains? "Well, that is a matter for the people to decide for themselves. _

13 Aug., 1897. 2603. If steam locomotives were to be used and the railways to be brought inlo the city, you think that 
it should, if possible, be brought in by means of a daylight line ? Unquestionably. _
2604. Mr. itumphery.'} T find it stated in the “Railway Commissioners’ report that during the last nine 
years tho passenger traffic has increased 50 per cent., and wc are told that nine-tenths of the passenger 
traffic is suburban traffic ;—that being so, do you not- think that if 1.657,876 additional passenger journeys 
were made last year, there must have been a large increase in the suburban passenger traffic? I could not 
offer you any opinion upon tbe subject.
2605. 'Would not that be a fair inference to draw ? I think so, because of tbe enormous development of 
traffic from the North Shore line. I think you would get better information upon the subject if you were 
to ascertain from the council clerks in the railway suburbs what increase there has been in the number of 
inhabited houses in those suburbs during tbe last twelve months. If there has been a decrease in tbe 
number of inhabited houses, I do not think there can have been an increase in tbe suburban railway 
traffic.
2606. Will you say whether the inference is a fair one as to tho western suburban traffic ? Can you tell 
me how many of the 1,667,876 passenger journeys which you have referred to wore made upon the North 
Shore line ?
2607. I am not closely distinguishing between the North Shore and the western suburbs passenger 
traffic ? When you speak of an increase of 50 per cent, during the last nine years, I would remind you 
that the platform accommodation at Kedfern has been increased more than 50 per cent, in that time.
2608. Chairman,] In your opinion, what is tho business centre of Sydney—approximately? A line
drawn from the Custom House along George-street to Christ Church. _ _
2609. Give us the middle of that line? I cannot do that. There is no business centre in Sydney, just 
as there is no business centre in Melbourne. There is no business centre in any of tho large towns that 
I know of. In most of the large towns the different business establishments collect together in different 
portions of tbe town. Por instance, in Melbourne you have the soft-goods houses in Plinders-lanc.
2610. You say that there is no business centre in Sydney ? Yes. .
2611. Mr. Black.] Do you not mean that there arc several business centres in Sydney? I say that 
there is no business centre in Sydney, or rather, that the business centre is a line, not a point.
2612. Would it not be fairer to say that there are various business centres in Sydney;—for instance,
Sussex-street is the business centre for produce? I think it is better to say that the centre is a line, and 
not a point. _
2613. Chairman.] Is it not a reasonable inference that the Post Office is the business centre of the city ? 
No ; I do not admit that. Goldsbrough, Mori’s office is as far from the Post Office in one direction as 
it is possible to get, and at, the other end of the town, close to the Haymarket, you have the two principal 
wholesale grocers, and between the two places various large business establishments are scattered about.
2614. The population between Kedfern and Parramatta is 125,000;—do you know how many people live 
within half a mile of Hyde Park ? Very few.
2615. Then, regarding this as a local question, the proposed extension would convenience 125.000 persons,
and, at the worst, inconvenience but very few ? 1 think that that is a very unfair way of stating the
matter. No doubt in the 125,000 that you speak of you include the population of Newtown, and of the 
Glebe.
2616. The population of Newtown is included ; but not the population of the Glebe;—there are about
19,000 people living in Newtown ? Most of those people use the tram, and so do most of the Marrick- 
villc people. _
2617. Of course, if you take the stand that people do not desire to get closer to Sydney than Kedfern is,
there is an end to the argument? The figures mentioned by Mr. began prove that conclusively. He 
says that out of 11,000,000 arriving at Kedfern only 3,000,000 come on by tram. _
2618. But you know that that is not the reasonable inference to draw fromthose figures. A few minutes 
ago you referred to the mayors as the proper exponents of public opinion. Well, tbe mayors of several 
municipalities have come here and given evidence in favour of the line, and, if necessary, they are all 
prepared to do so. They say that ifc will suit the convenience of the public to be brought to King-street, 
and surely they know what they want? I do not dispute the statement that it would suit the convenience 
of a portion of the public to be brought to the top of King-street.
2619. Mr. Hoskins.] In reply to a question of Mr. Humphery, yon stated that the number of platforms
at Redfern had been increased to a greater extent than tlie passenger traffic had increased ;—are you 
aware that the Railway authorities say that they have been compelled to erect more platforms because of the 
increase of traffic, but that this has increased the difficulty of working the station ? 1 am nwmre that
that is their statement. ■
2620. Do you not think that they are responsible for what they say, and that we ought to credit it ? 1
have no doubt that they are- responsible for what they say.
2621. And that we ought to credit what they say ? Surely that is a matter for you to decide, not one for 
me to decide.

The Honorable William Robert Campbell, M.L.C., sworn, and examined :—
The Hon, 2622. Mr. Hassall.] Have you any statement to make to the Committee? My first objection to the 

W. R. proposal into which the Committee are inquiring is based upon what some people call sentimental grounds, 
Campbell, but what I might call national or patriotic grounds. 11 is many years ago since Hyde Park was dedicated 

M.L.C. j jle cj^zeus 0f Sydney, and I think that the Government have no right to destroy that Park. I think 
ISAiT^lSO? it would be a great mistake, considering the money which has been spent in beautifying that

u®'’ ‘ part of Sydney, that wre should take any part of the Park for the purpose of putting a railway station
upon it, which would benefit but very few people. To put a railway station upon Hyde Park would close 
one of the best lungs of the city, or whatever you please to call this breathing-space. In the summer-time 
the north-eastors have a clean sweep across the Domain over that Park to the railway suburbs towards the 
south and west. If tlie proposed extension were carried out the erection of a station building on Hyde 
Park would, to a certain extent, block that current of air. That, in my opinion, is a serious objection to 
the proposal. It must also be something to the people of Sydney aud of the country that it is proposed

to
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to destroy at one swoop a very beautiful park. "We know that this Park bag been the pride of Sydney ^?n'
for years. There is not a man, woman, or child who comes to Sydney who does not go to Hyde Park, and Ct ' ^
from there into tbe Domain. The whole of the traffic from Park-street to Kfng-strect, across the Park, m.l.C. *
will be blocked if the proposal is carried out. Any railway station which is built must be built upon a
level, aud I am sure that there is a fall of 20 feet from tho Queen’s statue to Elizabeth-street. There-13Aug., 1897.
fore, to get a level site for the station, you would have an immense cutting near the ceutial avenue of the
Park. Then, too, you will have to raise Park-street a groat many feet in order that the line may go under
tbe roadway without disturbing the traffic. In raising Park-street you are doing what in every other city
in the world they are trying to avoid—you are making the grades worse. _
2623. Chairman.'] Park-street is to he raised only 3 feet 6 inches, and tbe grade is to be 1 in 2b ? ’Well, 
to increase the grade of a street is contrary to the policy which is followed in every other part of tbe 
world. Though you say that the street will only be raised 3 feet 6 inches, I think that it will probably 
be raised at least twice as much.
2624'. Mr. Lee.] If you took a little time to look at the plans, you would see that an over way 30 feet 

. wide is to bo provided to take the people from near Market-street right across the platforms into the 
middle of the Park ? Well, suppose that is bo, that is a nice arrangement. You will have people 
scrambling up flights of stairs to make a crossing which they can make now through a beautiful park. Is 

#that tho recommendation that is to he made by a Committee- like this ? I think that such an arrangement 
is to be condemned. In this beautiful city, which is to be the Pederal city in the future I have no doubt, 
we have need of all our beautiful parks. In London they have no station in the centre of the city, and 
they would never thin].; of doing away with any of their parks to make room for a railway station.
Victoria station, which is a little bit of a hole near Buckingham Palace, is the station nearest to the 
centre of the city.
2625. Mr. Hoskins.] What about Charing Cross P That is out of the way, near the river. It is not in 
the middle of London. In London they have spent thousands and tens of thousands of pounds in im
proving tbe Thames Embankment, while here it is suggested that we should give up 13 acres of park land 
for £100,000, and some people have estimated the value of this land at £160,000. I will show you, how
ever, what the Government had to pay a few years ago for some land which it resumed for traimyay pur
poses. I asked a question about this matter a little while ago. and I ascertained that for 2 roods 10|- 
pcrches on tho western side of Circular Quay, between Pitt and George streets, which the Government 
resumed in 1883, they paid £98,120, and £212 for legal expenses, or nearly £100,000 altogether; yet it 
is now proposed to give up 13 acres of park land for £100.000.
2626. Chairman^] You think that that resumption is so satisfactory that the Government ought to resume 
more private land ? Ho. I am comparing what the Government paid for that land with the amount for 
which they proposed to part with a quarter of the Park, X do not wonder at the Commissioners saying 
ihat they want a railway inlo the city ; but if they bad to pay value for this land, they would not be able 
to meet the interest upon the cost of constructing the line. The Commissioners were appointed to work 
the railways upon commercial lines, and it is not going upon commercial lines to give them this Park. I 
do not think that the country should give it up. If the railway were a private venture, people Would 
never think of giving up that portion of the Park for £100,000. So far as I can discover, there has been 
no very great agitation for this railway. According to the ideas of some members of tho Committee, if 
the railway is brought to St. James’-road there will be au 'immense increase of traffic ; but I wonld point 
out that at the present time the traffic in King-street is very much congested, and I would like to know 
how it is proposed to deal with any more traffic there. If the traffic in that part of the city increased, it 
wonld be necessary to widen the streets, and the Commissioners’ would have to pay for widening them.
There is very little doubt that if the railway is extended to Hyde Park the Law Courts will have to go, 
and St. James’ Church will have to go. Both those buildings will have to be paid for.
2627. What about the Houses of Parliament? I do not think we shall let them have the Houses of Par
liament. We are not going to give them the Law Courts for nothing, and they will not get St. James’
Church for nothing.
2628. Mr. Wright.] Or St. Mary’s? I do not know about St. Mary’s. Those people can answer for 
themselves. I believe that Sydney is actually tho capital of Australia. The members of the Committee 
know what the surroundings of the Eedfern station are. Are they anything to bo proud of? But if the 
railway goes to St. James’-road we shall have the same thing perpetuated there ; we shall have low eating- 
houses, and low, mean buildings there. Upon sentimental grounds alone, I think that this is a monstrous pro
posal, and, as an Australian, J object most strongly to it. The City Council had to pay £250,000 for tbe 
Market site, and yet we propose to give up 13 acres for £100,000. If the Commissioners get the Park 
on these terms, they will be paying very much less than the value of the land. There was a great outcry 
when Garden Island was taken. At the time it was suggested that a good bargain was being made, 
because we would get the barracks and other property ; but I think a great mistake was made when that 
exchange took place, and wo do not want any more transactions of the kind. At Bradley’s Head they 
were only stopped from using the land for a coal-mine by the agitation which was got up, and if the 
citizens do not rise and protest against this scheme Hyde Park will be taken. 1 do not see where all 
the benefits of this extension come in. J do not see that the Commissioners will be any better off when 
they get Hyde Park Ilian they are now. They will be jambed right up against the Law Courts. It ought 
to be very easy to resume enough land at Eedfern to make provision against accident there. It would be 
very easy to take the Asylum ground and the Cemetery. There is a sort of promise that wc shall get the 
burial-ground in place of the 13 acres of Park. ’What is tbe worth of that promise? This land was 
dedicated specially and absolutely to the people of Sydney; but you say that you will take it away 
because you want it, I hen, when we got the 24 acres that jam speak of, you will say again, 11 Oh, we 
want that land. Wc will give you some land at Botany Bay.”
2629. Mr. Black.] Mr. Eddy suggested that that laud might eventually be wanted for railway purposes ?
Yes. What is this promise worth ? We have a grant from the Crown, and you take no nol ice of it. You
tell us that you will give us something in place of it; but what is the promise worth ? nothing. It is ;
the most monstrous proposal ever suggested.
2630. Mr. Lm:.] Mr. Eddy did not make any promise ; be simply suggested the arrangements you speak 
of? Well, “ suggested.” You know that it was understood that there should be an exchange. The 
suggestion has been made that Hyde Park should be given up in exchange for land iu Devonsbire-street;

■ but
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ThB Hon. hut I gay that that suggestion is worthless. I am sure that there is no greater statesman, in these Colonies 
Ca ' bell than the late Sir Henry Parkes, and he always protested against the Park being taken. If I am correct

M.L.C. ' ^ie break-up of the last Parkes Ministry was caused by a dispute upon this a cry question. He wanted
the line on the western side of George-street; but other members of the Ministry wanted it to be brought 

13 Ang.,1897. into Hyde Park. I think the voting was even, and nothing came of it. Sir Henry Parkes was always in 
favour of going along towards Wynyard-square, through the Hocks, and on to North Shore. He always 
advised the marriage of North Shore with Sydney. Of course, the great objection to taking the train 
on the western side of George-street is that you would have to tunnel. But you must tunnel to get any 
extension from St. James’-road, and to suit the majority of the people you must take them down to the 
water. I admit that tunnelling is well enough where you have electricity; and, in my opinion, there would 
he no great trouble in changing from steam locomotives to an electric 'engine at Eedfern before going 
into the tunnel. A line through Hyde Park will be a very ugly affair. It is the people of tho western 
suburbs who want the extension. There has been no agitation on the part of anyone else for an extension.
I do not blame them if they can get the country to bring them a few hundred yards further into the city ; 
but I do not think that the people would be wise in doing what they ask. No doubt people who have land .
near the Park, which wonld be made more valuable by the construction of the line, are in favour of it;

. but otherwise I do not think that many people want the extension. A man coming from the country
must take a cab in any case to carrv his portmanteau, and he might ns well get out at Eedfern as at 
St. James’ Park, while to a man who was simply carrying his tools and his swag it would not matter if he 
had a yard or two further to walk. He would not be coming down into this end of the city at all. Ithas 
been decided that an electric tramway should be constructed up George-street. That will greatly con
venience people who wish to come down into the city. People wishing to get to the Quay will, no doubt, 
take the George-street tram in preference to the railway to King-street. Then, too, there will he very 
few people wanting to get to Woolloomooloo Bay, so that the number of passengers coming to Kiug-sti-eet 
would he very few. To convenience these few people you would destroy what I think is the best park in 
the world. I do not know any park which is more beautiful. Tou would inconvenience hundreds of 
people by destroying a recreation-ground which is necessary for the health of the public.
2631. Mr. Hassall] Do you believe in any extension into the city? I think the railway might come into
the city ; hut I am in no hurry to see it extended. . _
2632. Could you suggest auy other scheme ? I think it would he better to take tbe line to ’Wynyard- 
square, and on to Norlh Shore possibly. That would open up and improve what is now a very discredit
able neighbourhood. Bveryone speaks about the cost of the proposal, but you cannot get good things 
for nothing. Tou must pay for what you get. North Shore dnd Sydney must be brought together

. some day. '
2633. Tou spoke about tins proposal having the effect of closing up one of the lungs of the city;—do you 
know that it is proposed to open another lung near Devonshire-street, in a neighbourhood where the 
population is much greater than the population around Hyde Bark ? I do not see where that park would 
get its fresh air from.
2634. ’Have you been on that site? Not very lately. The air coming to that park would have to pass 
through the smoke arising from the railway yard at Hyde Park.
2635. Does not the air now coming to Hyde Park have lo pass over the smoke and dirt of Woolloomooloo ?
Of course it docs ; but that is very little in comparison.
2636. Do you not think that a park near Devonshire-street would be as advantageous to tho people in
that locality as Hyde Park is ? Where do you propose to put that park ? .
2637. On the site of the old Cemetery ? Who is going to give it to you ?
2638. Chairman.'] The State owns holh places ? The State does not own Hyde Park.
2639.1 presume that the State could do to Hyde Park what it did with the George-street Cemetery ? Well,
I suppose there were too few people to protest against the resumption of the George-street Cemetery.
2640. Jir. Hassall.] Do yon not think that it would be desirable to remove tho Devonshiro-street Ceme
tery ? Tes ; but people are not being buried there now.
2641. Tou cannot suggest a better route for the line ? Well, it is not my business to suggest any route. ’
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The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the Eailway system of the Colony froth 
the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

■ Edward James Howes Knapp, C.E., Surveyor, made an affirmation, and was examined:—
E. J. H. 2642. Chairman] Tou are a surveyor and practise your profession in Sydney ? Tes.

Knapp, C.E. 2643. Tou have considerable knowledge of the city and its surroundings ? les.
2644. Mr. Black.] Do you desire to make a statement in reference to the proposal now under the 

17Ang., 1897. consideration of the Committee? I do. I presume that it would not be out of place to mention that 
last Februarv I addressed the Press in regard lo the suggestions which 1 am about to make to tho 
Committee. I was then iu favour of extending the Eedfern railway station by taking in Prince Alfred 
Park and some other adjoining land; but, seeing that such a determined opposition has been set up 
against the absorption of any of our parks for these purposes, 1 have remodelled my original proposition.
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I apjree with Hie late Chief Conumssiouer that the present terminus at iRedfern is sufficiently large to E. J. H. 
deal with the long-distance traffic. TJie proposal I have to make is for the construction of an underground ^na,PP* 
loopline through the city itself; and inasmuch as it has been said that the Redfern terminus is too small, -i/T'-iso'r 
I would suggest that the area might he increased by resuming land lying between G-eorge-street, Regent- u®’ "
street, and the Mortuary receiving house. In view of what wo may imagine this city will be some years 
hence, I think it prudent to look ahead, and therefore I suggest that the Cemetery and all the Government 
property between llevonshire-street, .kitt-street, Eolmore-road, and liandail-street, also be resumed. I
know' that there will be some sentimental objections raised to any disturbance of the dead ; but I hold 
that the interests of the living are of more importance. I myself have a brother and sister lying in that 
hurial ground ; but I would have no objection to the resumption of the whole of it for the use of the 
public. J hat would give us about 20 acres in addition to the present site. Upon this ground which I 
propose should be resumed might be commenced the construction of an up-to-date station, and, when it is 
built, the present station might, if necessary, be remodelled. I believe that 1 am right in saying that I saw 
it reported in the newspaper that the Railway Commissioners intended to expend between £70,000 and 
£80,000 upon the remodelling of the Redfern station. The route I propose to follow in my city line starts 
from the proposed new station, and goes through Belmore Park under Elizabeth-street, along byWexford- 
streetto the junction of Goulburn an dUithsdale streets, where I propose to haveaplatform ; underEHzabeth- 
slreet to the east side of the Grammar School grounds, skirting by the public school in William and Yurong 
streets on to the site of the Industrial Blind Institution, and through Cook and Phillip Parks, where I propose 
to have another platform extending through to Wooiloomooloo-street. Here provision can be made tor a 
railway line to the eastern suburbs. Prom there it skirts round Sir John Young’s Crescent, inside the 
Domain, and sweeps round by a tunnel underneath the Domain to Macquarie-street, near Governor Bourke’s 
Statue and on to the site of the Educational Department, which I suggest should he resumed. There 
I would have a station, and from there I would go on to Bridge-street, underneath Pitt and George 
streets, Iroin there I would cut through into Argyle-place, having a station there, and, circling round' 
the edge of the quarry, I would get round into Kent-street, following under Rent-street all the way 
until 1 got to Liverpool-street. From there I would return by a circuitous line to the proposed new 
station at Belmore-road. If the authorities would not object to a few open cuttings, we might have 110 
chains of the line open and 220 chains in tunnel, the total distance being about 4 miles. Such a lino 
would serve a larger number of people than a single line running into Hyde Park, Tlie area within the 
loop vvill he served bv Elizabeth and (proposed) G-eorgc streets trams, and not materially interfere with 
the railway traffic. The reason I have ner objecting to the Hyde Park proposal is that it ends in a cul do 
sac, and if, at a future time, it is required to extend tlie railway to the waters of Port Jackson, this will 
entail a very much greater expense, because the value of all surrounding property will be enhanced by the 
construction of the 8t. James -road station, I do not propose to have anv stations along my proposed 
line; I would merely have platforms at. which passengers could embark or disembark ; therefore, I would 
save the groat amount which would be spent in constructing a station in Hvde Park. I have never been 
'*1 from what I have read, I believe that on 1bc underground railways there they have only
platforms. By the employment of a few extra guards to travel round with the trains, for the purpose of 
selling and collecting tickets, a considerable saving would be made, as no expensive stations and extra 
staffs of officials would be wanted, 1 estimate that, roughly speaking, taking the figures put down for the 
proposal before you, the cost of the whole 4 miles would be £1,955,000, or, adding 10 per cent., so as to 

w'fhin the mark, £2,151,000, Outside ifc is said that the Railway Commissioners have told their 
staff that they want a station in Hyde Park. Whether that be true or not 1 cannot say. I have not 
come here to dictated the professional staff of the Department what it should do. I believe that if they 
have a free hand given to them we. have a staff of men in the Department second to none in the world, 
and. capable of carrying out any engineering works, no matter how difficult. I consider it a libel upon 
their efficiency to say that it is impossible to improve ihe present staiion, I believe that they are quite 
competent to do it without the assistance of anybody outside. 1 appear before you as one of the public 
who has an intcnso.interest in this matter. With regard to Mr. Perdriau’s valuation of the Park, I would 
like to say that he is a friend of mine, and against his professional ability no one who knows him can say a 
word. He justly stands very high in the profession : but I think he has considerably under-estimated the 
value of the Hyde Park site. If I may be permitted to express an opinion in opposition to his, I would 
say that his subdivision is hardly a fair one. He gives tho depths of some of the allotments as 140 feet; 
but that is .an excessive depth in the city of Sydney. He has also accounted for onlv two frontages 
between Elizabeth-street and Macquarie-street. * " °
2645. May I interrupt you here to.say that when Mr. Perdrian was last before the Committee I pointed 
that^natter out to him, and he promised to furnish an amended estimate, reckoning four frontages instead of 
two ? lam glad to hear that, because Mr. Perdriau is a personal friend of mine, and one whose professional 
opinions I value very much. Between Elizabeth-street and Macquarie-street and the sections north of Kiug- 
street there would be four frontages. I have before me a copy of the trigonometrical survey of the city, and 
I find that between Elizabeth-street and Phillip-street, the average depth is 155 feet, which, of course, 
would give, in round numbers, a depth of 77 feet to each foot of frontage. Between Phillip-street and 
Macquarie-street, the average depth is 240 feet, or 120 feet to each foot of frontage. This is without any 
back lanes or entrances. Continuing Elizabeth-street and Macquarie-street southerly, I find that I could 
get four frontages, with an average depth of 87 feet, and access to 20-foot lanes at the rear, Although 
!|; U0 uK1,60 with Mr. Perdriau’s figures, I have accepted them in order to compare our valuations.
He has valued land in Macquarie-street at £90 a foot. Well, in making some assessments for the 
Commissioners of Taxation, 1 valued some of the land there—and my valuation was accepted by the 
Commissioners at £100 per foot unimproved. But if wc take Mr. Perdriau’s figures, namely, £75 a foot 
for the Hyde Park land, we should get for the four frontages, which give, 4,260 feet, £319,500.
Mr. Perdnau estimates the same land to be worth £107,250, or £152,250 less. 1 am bold to say that it 
would be most difficult to state accurately what price would be given for that land by persons desiring to 
purchase allotments facing a southerly extension in Macquarie-street. I believe that the figures would be 
very much larger than those 1 have given. The site itself is unique,and with a park in frontl am certain that 
the land would realise an enormous price. On the 19th March, 1880, on behalf of a syndicate, I offered 
Bishop Barry £70,000 for St. James’s Church, the Parish Hall, and the site where the parsonage stood. I 
know that the members of the syndicate were prepared to give more, but that was the offer made. The 
land we wanted to buy comprised a little over half an acre.

190—S 2610,
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2646. In proposing to resume land to the west of the railway station, are you aware that at the present
time the Darling Harbour branch would cut oif that land from the present yard. Tes.

* 2647. Have you thought out anr means of diverting the Darling Harbour branch so as to enable use to 
17 Aag., 1897. be made of th0 ]and Wlah t(; rC3um0 ? p have not; but you might cover over the Darling Harbour line.

2648. Would you sink that line still deeper ? Yes. To go back to a point that I omitted to mention 
in making my statement, I would say that, in order to divert a good deal of the tranic from the upper 
portions of Greorge and Pitt streets, I propose an extension of Castlereagh-street Horn the Belmore-road
to give more direct access to Eedfern and to Waterloo.
2649. Would you carry Castlereagh-street through Belmore Gardens ? Ho; I do not propose to connect
the present Castlereagh-street with my proposed new street. To do that, of course, 1 would have to take 
the new street through Belmore Gardens. I do not propose to touch Belmore Gardens, because they make 
such arow about these things now-a-days. The traffic coming down Pitt-street would turn into Belmore-road, 
and then go along the new Castlereagh-street straight into Castlereagh-street, Eedfern, instead ot going
up George-street and via Eegent-street. , • *
2650. Going back to the question of dealing with the Darling Harbour branch; you were speaking o 
taking it beneath the ground how much further back would you take it—to the other side ot the 
Eedfern tunnel ? Yes. You would have to go hack a considerable distance in order to get deep enough.
2651. You propose to have a station where tho Education Office now stands ? No ; a platform.
2652. Where do you propose to have your intermediate stations ?_ I would have platforms.
2658. At what points? 1 would take in the whole of tbe Educational Department site.
2654. Would that be vour terminus ? No. j - a i i +2655. That would be your turning point? No; the turning point would be round in Argyfe-place—at
the junction of Argyle-street and Kent-strccfc. Eurther on I would suggest an approach to iSorth bhore 
by tunnel. I do not favour tbe high-level bridge connection.
2656. To which point would you tunnel? To Dawes Point.
2657. And from there to Milson’s Point ? Yes. . . .
2658. You would have another platform at tho corner of Kent-street ? les. At all the stopping places 
I would simply have platforms. Of course if more stopping places were required at any tuture time they
could easily be made. ,
2659. Where would you have your first platform? At Nithsdale-street, and there would be another 
extending from William-street to Wmolloomooloo-strcet, and another, if necessary, at Macquarie-street
opposite the Public Library. , „ , .• i
2660. Do you mean in the Domain ? In the Domain, There would he another platform at tbe Educational
Department, and another at the corner of Kent and Argyle streets. . .
2661. Then you are on the return journey? Yes. You might have a platform m Kent-street opposite 
the gasworks, another at the corner of King and Kent streets, and another at Liverpool-street.
2662. I gather from what you have said that you do not oppose the resumption of Hyde lark upon
sentimental grounds ? Well partly, and partly because I believe that the proposed scheme will not serve 
the population who require to use the railway. , , ,
2663. You also think that it would bo incapable of future extension ? Well, it seems to me that while 
we are about it we should do more than merely bring the railway into Hyde Park, because the proposed 
line will so enhance the value of surrounding land that any future extension would be very costly.
2664. As a surveyor, how far would you say it was from St. James’-road in. a direct hue to where a tunnel 
could he constructed to convey passengers to North Shore ;—how far is it from there to Circular tjuay . 
About 42 chains to the nearest point.
2665. That is a little under 1,000 yards? Yes. , , ,
2666. Are you aware that the site of the proposed railway station in Hyde Park is somewhere about
77 feet above high-water mark ? Somewhere about that. , . ...
2667. Are you further aware that engineers say that if a tunnel is constructed to North Shore it will 
have to be 60 feet below the surface at the water's edge? I cannot say that 1 am aware of that.
2668. Presuming that to be true, there will be a loss m head between St. James’-road and the Circular 
Quav—a distance, as you have shown, of less than 1,000 yards in a direct line of from 130 to 140 ieet, 
if you attempt to construct a tunnel to carry an extension of the line to North Shore . Yes.
2069. Do you think that that is possible ? No. _ i,- i r
2670. Such an extension is impossible in a straight lino, and even if yon wound about a thing which 1 
suppose is not very commendable in a tunnel—it would still he very difficult? Yes, and very objectionable.
2671. The fall would be something like 1 in 7 ? That would be impracticable for railway purposes.
2672. You spoke of having offered £70,000 for half an acre of land in King-street that was in 1886 ; I 
suppose you are aware that land is considerably reduced in value since then? Undoubtedly.
2673. Has the value of laud in the locality we are speaking of fallen 50 per cent?_ Not tar from it.
2674. That wonld make the land for which you offered £70,000 worth £35,000, which would be equivalent 
to a value of £70,000 per acredo you consider the Hyde Park land to he as valuable as that m 
Phillip-street, for which you made your offer ? I consider it to be more valuable.
2675. If that be so, does it not seem a ridiculous thing for the Eailway Commissioners to offer £100,000 
for 13 acres of Hyde Park—about £7,692 per acre ? I say unhesitatingly that it is not a fair offer
2676. Some people have thought it a piece of astounding liberality? I am prepared, with a syndicate 
behind me, to give the Government 50 per cent, more than that, if they will sell the Park.
2677. Another gentleman estimates the value of Hyde Park land at £12,500 per acre ;—do you think
that that also is an under-estimate? Unquestionably I do. As I have already said, I believe that it 
would be difficult to state exactly what that piece of ground would fetch if it were subdivided and put up 
for auction. Its position is unique. I believe that an enormous sum wonld be paid per toot tor any land 
fronting a continuation of Macquarie-street. . .
2678. In valuing the laud, I suppose you take into consideration, not only its beauty and its position, 
hut the amount which has boen spent in making it what it is now ? I have not considered that at all. I
am treating it just as though it were a piece ot bare, waste land.
2679. But do you not think that it would he fair to take into consideration the expenditure upon it f 1 
have not considered that in my estimate ; but it would be perfectly fair to consider it to a certain extent.
2680. Mr. Hoskins.'] Are you aware that Mr. Perdriau’s valuations have been endorsed by Mr. cnevers,
the Land Valuer for tbe Commissioners of Taxation ? I am not aware of it. 2681.
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26S1. Mr. Humphery.How mimy selling feet would there be in the half acre for which you offered 
£70,000—approximately? I think St. James’ Church stands upon a block of land having a frontage of • *
about 200 feet to King-street. There was another block having a frontage of 57 feet to Macquarie-street, 1y^u„ jggy 
and about 117 feet to King-street, and another block having a frontage of something like 55 feet to ' 
Phillip-street. The three blocks had a total frontage of about 317 feet.
2682. How much would that land bo worth a foot, at £70,000 an acre ? £150 a foot.
2633. Do you not think that that is an extreme price? I think that if the church authorities would 
accept my offer I could find the money within twenty-four hours.
2684!. Mr. Trickett.'] You believe that property has depreciated about 50 per cent, during recent years ?
I take it that since 1883 it has depreciated from 40 to 50 per cent.—in some localities 300 per cent.
2685. Are you aware that land in G-eorge-street, which some years ago was sold for £1,400 a foot was 
sold the other day for £375 a foot? Yes; but I never believed that land in G-eorge-street was worth the 
amount which in boom times was obtained for it. Within the last three years £2,000 a foot was offered 
for 30 feet of frontage to George-street, at the comer of George and King streets. The buildings upon 
that land are ramshackle constructions, worth nothing. That shows you that when people make np their 
minds to have a certain spot, they are prepared to give anything for it.
2686. What do you think the land in Macquarie-street is worth at the present time? Well, I assessed 
the unimproved value of some of it at £100 a foot, and Mr. Sievers has agreed with this, though some 
months before coming here I altered my valuation to £125 a foot.
2687. Mr. Wright.] You are aware that King-street occupies a unique position in tlie city ? Yes.
2688. Do you think that land as far away as Hyde Park would he worth anything like as much as land in 
King-street ? If Macquarie-street were continued south, and the eastern half of the Park were left intact,
I should say that the park lands fronting the continuation would fetch a higher price at the present time.
2689. Thero is no site in tbe Colonies to be excelled by the present Macquarie-street sites? Well I 
should consider that portion of Hyde Park to which I am referring of more value than the land in 
Macquarie-street between King and Hunter streets, because at Hyde Park you are away from the 
Hospital, and you have an open space in front of you.
2690. Can you tell us why land in Elizabeth-street will not bring £70 a fool, although it fronts the Park?
It is not worth more because of the trams.
2691. Are you aware of the selling price of that land before the tramways were made? No.
2692. You are not aware that before the tramways were made no higher price than £40 a foot was paid 
for that land ? No, I am not.
2693. You would be surprised to hear that such is the case ? Well, I was not aware of it.
2694. The platforms you provide for the business portions of the city are at Bridge-street, Nithsdale-street, 
and the intersection of George and Elizabeth streets ? Yes.

William McIntyre, Chief Electoral Officer, Chief Secretary’s Department, sworn, and examined:—
2695. Chairman.] You have some information to give ns in regard to the population in and about Sydney ? W. McIntyre, 
I have a statement showing the population of the municipalities between Sydney and Parramatta on the
main suburban line, and upon those portions of the other lines within the county of Cumberland upon 17 Aug., 1897. 
which the trains run daily to Sydney.
2696. How far on the Illawarra line do you go ? Not beyond Hurstville.
2697. What is your terminal point on the Western line ? Penrith.
2698. On the Southern line ? Campbelltown. I also take in Camden.
2699. On the Northern line? Marsfield. If you go as far as Hornsby you include some of the traflic 
that comes to Sydney hy the North Shore line. There are a few small places like Beecroft and Carlingford 
which I might nave included hut I could not get an accurate return of the population, and there are 
unincorporated portions of land—for instance, between Blacktown and liiehmond—where there is a large 
population about which 1 have no information. The return which I have prepared is as follows —

Trains run daily from the undermentioned Municipalities to Sydney, the population of which is also given .—

1.
Erskineville ............................................ 5,405
Newtown .................................................. 19,943
Petersham.................................................. 12,000
Ashfield..................................................... 12,646
ISurwood ................................................. 0,300
Enfield ..................................................... 2,230
Strathfield................................................. 2,600
Roobwood................................................. 2,350
Auburn ..................................................... 2,400
Bankstown................................................. 1,000
Granville .................................................. 3,420
Parramatta. ............................................. 12,500
Prospect and Sherwood .......................... 2,556
Smithfield and Fairfield.......................... 1,500
Cahramatta and Canloy Vale.................. 954
Liverpool ................................................. 3,450
Ingleburn ................................................. 600
Campbelltown ......................................... 2,400
Camden ..................................................... 1,700

Concord . . .
2.

........ 2,300
Hyde.............
Marsfield ........
Dimdas .......... .

........ 2,336

........ 675

........ 900

Windsor ........
Richmond........

3.
...... 2,000
........ 1,372

St. Peter’s.......
Marrickville ,, . 
Canterbury ....
Rockdale ...... .
Kogarah ...... .
Hurstville ...

4.
........ 5,000
........ 17,500
........ 3,000
........ 7,000
........ 3,189
........... 5,332

fit. Mary’s ....
5.

........ 1,780
Penrith ...........
Mulgoa ..........
CastTercagh ....

........ 4570

........ 500

........ 1,400

Total .................................. 154,798

Oswald M'Master. Contractor, sworn, and examined:—
2700. Mr. Hoskins.] You gave evidence before the Roy.nl Commission appointed to inquire into the o. McMaster. 
expediency of extending tbe railway from Redfern into the city, upon the 6th and 8th of April last?
I did. 17 Aug., 1897.
2701. We have that evidence before us ;—have you since that time seen any reason for altering or
amending or recalling any part of it? I have no reason to recall any part of it; but I wish to amend it 
aud to put in a modified scheme and a reduced estimate of cost. ” 2702.
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O. Mdlasler. 2/05. Will you read any statement which you have to make ? Yes.
17 Aug., 1807. 0. McMastkh's Cnr Haijavay Extension' Schemk.

(Cost, £480,000 for the extension to St. James’-road, including loop.)
My estimate of the total cost of extension from Hedfern to Circular Quav is £oo0,000, which includes £100,000 for land 
resumptions, £68,000 for covering and ventilating Hyde Park, and £70,000 for Circular Quay extension. 1 venture, in view 
of the determined animosity and opposition which have been shown towards the utilisation of H yde Park for railway purposes, 
and the generally expresse'd desire for the extension of the railway to the waters of Port Jackson, to submit the following 
scheme ;—

Description of znij scheme.
My scheme provides for contra! station, loop-line. Circular Quay extension, and future extensions to North Sydney 

and eastern suburbs. , _
Tlie scheme now submitted is practically identical with that lately described by me before the Royal Commission, 

except that I have now mollified it, so as to omit for the present the extension to North 8hore, though every jjortion of 
the work now proposed well be of value, and available without alteration or extra cost whenever that extension is deemed 
expedient, as, in my opinion, it must be in the near future. This extension will then cost less than in the Hyde I’ark 
scheme, by reason of my loop line aud Circular Quay extension being so much on the way.

My scheme, shown in red on plan, lias for its principal features the utilisation of the Government property at the 
top of King-street now occupied by the District Court, &c., for the purposes of a central sta-tion. A loop Hue which runs 
round the Domain and back to the central station for the convenience of working traffic, two lines of way being carried to 
terminal station at Circular Quay. This station I have designed with a view to permit of future extension to North Shore 
on the lines proposed by me in giving evidence before this Committee, then acting as a Royal Commission, aud which 
extension, I notice, lias been adopted in their Report.

Land required.
It. is to be noted that the only land reejuired by my scheme will be 2J acres of Government property at the top nf 

King-street, together with a small piece of the Domain (now but little used). Starting from Redfern Station, four lines of 
way will be carried over Devonshire-street, through the Benevolent Asylum Grounds and Belmore Park, to Liverpool-street, 
aloug the same route, in a similar manner to that described by tbe Engineer-in-Chief for Railway Construction in the Hyde 
Park proposal. Passing under Liverpool-street the lines will bo carried just under the surface of Bydo Park to a point near 
the Queen’s Statue, where they will curve into tlie central station at St. James'-road which will only be about 70 yards 
east of the proposed Hyde Park station. My object in carrying tho railway under the surface is that there may be no 
interference with the appearance of Hyde Park to which the public have so strongly objected. L would submit that the 
fact of the line being simply covered would not occasion any discomfort to passengers from smoke and fumes such ns 
might reasonably be the case with a deep underground railway as in St. Gothard and Mont Cenia tunnels.

Iu the present instance the lines xvould be so close to the surface that very excellent ventilation could be obtained 
throughout by means of grids provided at frequent intervals and causing inconvenience to no one. The cut and cover 
system was advocated by the present Committee when acting as a Royal Commission (see Royal Commission Report, page 
16). Half of the distance through Hyde Park is provided to be dealt with in tins manner by the scheme recommended hy 
the Royal Commission.

Central Station.
The site 1 propose for the Central station is on the Government, property now occupied by the District Court (and 

about 70 yards east of tlie proposed Hyde Park station), coinpi ising an area of ‘2i acres in extent, with frontages to Macquarie- 
street and St. James'-road. In order to give sufficient accommodation to meet the laigeand increasing traffic to be dealt 
with, and also to provide sufficient office accommodation to meet the requirements of the passenger traffic, it will be necessary 
to utilise in addition about 2 acres of the Domain at tho rear of these buildings for the purpose of tins station. This portion 
uf the Domain is now very little used, and would, I venture to believe, he vety little missed.

The station will he of an ornamental character, not underground, three storey’s high, the two upper of which will ho 
available for office-room and the basement for waiting-looms, luggage, &e.

There will be three double and two single platforms provided, or a greater number if desired: the length of platforms 
will he 700 feet, ... . .

It is not proposed to cover ail the platforms with one main roof, as in the Hyde Park proposal. In my opinion the 
great expense of £67,000 is not desirable, because of the great number of trains standing at one time in the central station, 
which would cause an accumulation of smoke and fumes discomforting to passengers and prove also injurious to the roof itself.
In place of this I propose to cover each platform separately and similar to the new suburban stations, leaving the space 
between platforms entirely open to sky. The whole of the platform and approaches in my scheme will he under cover and 
protected from the weather and heat.

In the estimate of £200,000 for station buildings in the Hyde Park proposal, £65,000 is set down as the cost of 
providing office accommodation for the Railway Commissioners. This I do not propose to include hi my scheme, since on 
the figures given the annual cost would he £600 per annum more than is now paid as rent, aud I fail to see any advantage in 
placing tho Commissioners amid the noise, bustle, and vibration of a central railway station, at a greater rental.

Entrance to the various platforms will he provided ftom St. James’-mud, the level of which will not be interfered 
with in any way. It is proposed to take the outward traffic by a subway in front of the station into a new road to he 
constructed between St. James'-road and St, Mary’s-road, as shown on plan, 100 feet wide, well lighted, providing for foot, 
cab, and other vehicular traffic.

Another and obvious advantage is, that whether entering or leaving the station, passengers will descend at all times,— 
that is w say, to enter the station from St. James’-road they will descend to any platform desired, and when leaving the ’ 
train, passengers will also descend into the new road approach. To anyone in a luitry to catch a train the advantages of 
this feature are most marked, since it is practically impossible to ascend steps to a platform in the face of a descending 
crowd. Suburban passengers know this to their cost.

This is an advantageous feature peculiar to tlie site proposed, since at no other position of the city (that I am aware 
of) could such a desirable arrangement be possible, with a scheme in which, if any of the lines are carried past the platforms, 
and if the Hyde Park scheme is ever to be extended to Circular Quay, this is a sine qua non.

It is to he particularly noted as a feature of my scheme that the central station building will not require to be so 
large and costly as the one in the Hyde I’ark proposal, since with the loop-line there will he no necessity to provide so 
many platforms, .

From the rear of my central station two loop-lines will he taken through the Domain aud adjacent to Cowpcr Wharf, 
Woolloomooloo Bay, passing into a subway (beneath the main road tn Mrs. Mnequnrie's Chair) at a, pomt near the residence 
of the Curator of the Botanic Gardens.

After entering the Botanic Cardens the two lines will lie carried below the surface to a point near the stone wall 
which divides the upper and lower gardens : from thence the loop-line will curve back to the central station, while the two 
Circular Quay lines will sweep round the Garden Palace grounds in front of Government House Stables, to the Circular 
Quay station, at the intersection of Albert and Macquarie streets. With the 1 in 50 grade for which the hue is designed 
there will he no disturbance of the surface throughout the Botanic Gardens and Garden Palace grounds.

The dotted black lines on plan represent an extension which would he valuable for various purposes, including coaling, 
shunting, and spare carriages, <tc.

The Circular Quay Station.
This will be an open-air station, cut out of the solid rock, witli access on the level from Circular Quay, and will 

prove a great convenience to railway passengers travelling by the various ferry steamers from Circular Quay, and 
especially so at holiday times.

This station will be simply, easily, and economically worked, as shown on plan, hy means of shunting lines at the 
'rear of station, a system free from danger, no passengers being in the trams when shunting. Provision is made for working 
two down and two up trains at one and tlie same tunc.

Future
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I*'utui'f cxlai^ion tn North Shore. O. McMaster.
_ Tlie Circular Quay station forms the tenuinus of tho works provided for in the present scheme, hut tho rail level at this /■“'"-'“'•''v 

point is designed so as to allow of future extension to the North bhore without alteration of any portion of the works heroin h? 1857. 
proposed. This extension will be on the same lines and route (from Tort Macquarie to Kirribilli Point) as originated and 
already described by me in my evidence before this Committee {when sitting ns a lloyal Commission), and which idea 1 
notice has been embodied as a tunnel in the plan accompanying their Report.

AdKaniarji’s of mi/ scheme over the Ifj/dc Park proposjte.
The first advantage I claim, and one on which public opinion is unanimous is : —
bio. 1. No interference with Hyde Park. If this Park bo used for railway purposes its value, nearly £500,000 (•>«! 

page 15, Royal Commission llejioi't), should be added to the estimate for the Hyde Park scheme. The Railway Commis
sioners recognise the fairness of this when they offered £100,000 to provide other park lauds, though the above £100,000 
was not allowed for in any estimate submitted for the Hyde I’ark scheme. £100,000 would hardly be a fair exchange for 
a property valued at about £1,000,000. "

The value of Hyde Park proposed to be resumed for railway purposes must be estimated at almost a mill ion of money, 
as per estimation of adjoining ground {see page 15 of Report), whore lOJ acres adjoining the Park were valued at £922,800, 
aud the property mentioned was not so central an at bt. Janies’-road, where values arc considerably higher.

No. 2. Comparative savings in construction of station fna/dings an follows (xer page 7, Report).—
Roof............ ........ ......................................................................................................  £67,000
Administrative offices ................................................................................................ 05,000
Saving in cost, owing to dUfcrent design of station providing for a less number

of platforms on ing to loop, &c.......................................................................... 18,000

* Total.................................................................................£150,000

Difference in cost of station buildings—namely. £50,000 as against £200.000—£150,000, now £50,000, at 3 per cent 
is £1,500 which, added to the present rental paid for railway otlices—viz , £1,365—makes a total of £2,865 against £6,000 
(the interest on £200,000 at 3 per cent.), leaving a difference nf £3,135 annual gain in favour of my scheme. .

No. 3. Further saving hy the construction of only four in place of six lines.
No. -1. No allowance has been made iu the Hyde faik estimates for covering the lines through the Park, for which I 

allow £70,000. If considered the Hyde Park proposal necessitates covering six lines in place of my four, and as it is 
proposed to take tho six lines half through tho Park, an amount of £50,000 will need to he added to the present estimate 
for Park-street proposal. If this is not done the strip of ground left open should he added to the area already proposed 
to he taken from the Park, and this also has the objection of breaking up the continuity of the I’ark. .

. No, 5. No allowance was made in estimate for proposed wall around the Hyde Park Station site, all of which 
additions are unnecessary to my scheme, and would cost several thousands to carry out.

Loop Advantages.
Tins station will really be no more underground, as far as facilities are concerned, than Hyde Park proposal, where 

tho foot passengers have to go from one platform to another at a greater height hy over-bridges than will be necessary in 
my scheme. Hyde Park is represented in one place to be a dead-end station, and in the next wc are told that this station 
will admit of extension to Circular Quay, and to the eastern suburbs. If such extensions are carried out it will be 
impossible to get from one platform to another except by over-bridge, thus destroying any virtue claimed for tlie dead-end 
platform.

There would he no necessity in my scheme to interfere with any street, nor to resume any property, nor to alter the 
train way service. Mine is a complete city scheme. It will only cost £370,000 extra to take it over to North Sydney, or a 
total of £800,000. and it vvill give a more complete, economical, and practical line than can be possible by any other route,

11 is noticeable on page 9 of the Report ?-e Redfern Railway Station, “that tho shunting there is both expensive 
aud troublesome." This may be facilitated by the new station at Hyde Park, but can never be as economically worked as on 
iny loop-line system ; and I estimate tlie attendance and loss of time, to say nothing of the danger in working any dead-end 
system, at several thousand pounds per annum, and a sufficient reason in itself for adopting tlie loop.

ith tho loop-line there vvill not be the ever-impending danger of collision, unavoidable in a scheme in which the 
numerous platforms—thirteen in number at least—have to be fed from two lines, as proposed in the Hyde Park scheme.

With my loop-lino system tbe interlocking vvill lie practically nil, thus saving £10,000 iu construction and iu the working 
expenses, and maintenance of points and crossings, further thousands per annum, to say nothing of the assurance of safety 
that my loop-line scheme carries with it, such as avoiding compensation for accidents, also saving in tune,

Summary.
In conclusion, I would like to say that, mine is no theoretical Scheme, hut thoroughly practicable, all details having 

been carefully thought out; therefore 1 am prepared to prove that my estimate of the cost of the works is a fair one, by 
giving a substantial guarantee, and under taking to eonstiuct the whole of the works for the amounts stated by me, viz., 
£486,000 for the extension to tit. .lamcs’-road, including the loop-line, or £550,000 if it be deemed expedient to at the same 
time continue the line to the Circular Quay, ns, iu my opinion, certainly should be done. An amount of £100,000 is 
allowed for lam! resumption, and included in the above estimates in each case.

Witli regard to any objections which mi^ht be taken to my scheme because of the tunnels wliich 1 propose, 
I would point out that in long tunnels like the St (-rothard and tho Mont Cenia one can understand tho 
ventilation being bad, even if no trains over passed through them ; but it must bo borne in mind that tbe 
tunnels which 1 propose vvill give a width for four lines, and there will he no difficulty about ventilating 
them, because there can be ventilation shafts at distances of 50 or 100 feet. On the INorth Khore line 
there is a tunnel which is very little shorter than that 1 propose through tho Park ; but no complaint was 
made about that tunnel. That portion of the Domain‘which I propose to take is simply a damp corner at tho 
present time. The nearest part of the station would be about 4 chains from the hospital, and tlie nearest part 
of the railway would be entirely underground at that distance, so that there would be no vibration felt. I 
have put down 700 feet as the length of my platforms; but, of course, there is ample room to make them 
as long as you like, though on a loop line, where it is not necessary to have trains in waiting, long plat
forms are not required. The Commissioners’ proposed station contains thirteen platforms, over the whole 
of which there is to he one large roof. Now, if there were trains at only half of those platforms, the 
smoke and fumes from the engines would be very unpleasant to the passengers. These large roofs have 
been found very inconvenient in many of the large European stations. The soot comes back on to the 
passengers, and the sulphurous fumes spoil the iron. At Eedfern, corrugated iron has been entirely 
eaten away in a few years from this cause. One of the advantages claimed for a dead-end station is that 
it avoids the necessity for over-bridges; but once you extend the lines beyond the station—and it is 
claimed as one of the advantages of the Hyde Park scheme that it renders practicable a further extension 
to the Circular Quay—you get rid of this advantage, and you have to cross from platform to platform 
either by ascending an over-bridge or by descending into a subway.
2703. Mr. Tnckeft.'] Will that part of the line going through the Botauic Gardens be entirely under
ground, or will it be “ cut aud cover" ? It will be 11 cut and cover." Prom tbe rear of the station until 
you get down to the Dotanie Gardens proper, the line will be open.
2704. Chairman.] You mean tbe eastern part of the loop ? Yes. 2705.
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O. McMaster. 2705. "Would the Circular Quay station he on the surface ? Yes, the new surface. It would be open to 
s'*c7' woul'l be 20 feet below tbe present street surface. Passengers would get from platform 

“S'* ‘ to platform by descending from an over-bridge on a level with the surface.
2706. And with a grade of 1 in 50 you could get under the harbour? Yes, from that point.
2707. JIfr. Lee.] Does tbe question of the value of tbe Hyde Park land enter into this matter at all ? It 
is proposed to set aside a certain amount to purchase land for a new park ; but to purchase land of tbe 
value of tbe land which it is proposed to take is out of the question.
2703, Suppose that for the expenditure of £100,000 an. area of park land can be provided equal to that 
which it is proposed to resume? But you must give equal value. As the value of Hyde Park is not 
£100,000, but nearly £1,000,000, aud to substitute another park value must be given for value.
2709. Why must you, if you give equal accommodation ? Because you are taking away from the public 
au asset which cannot bo replaced. The great advantage of a loop-line is that it avoids dangerous collisions 
between outgoing and incoming trains. In the Commissioners’ proposal you have two lines of railway, 
spreading out into thirteen platforms, so that the outwards and inwards traffic cross. It was this crossing 
of traffic that caused the collision at Eedfern.
2710. Mr. Lee.] With a loop-line the down trains continually go one way, and the up trains the reverse 
way ? Yes.
2711. Chairman!] How many platforms do you propose to have ? Eight—three double and two single.
2712. How much do your lines spread ? They go into two platforms one way, and into two platforms the
other way. ,
2713. Then trains cannot rest at the main station? Yes, they can, because there are refuge sidings 
between the platforms. You could have two trains stopping at the station while another train ran through ; 
hut there is no crossing from the inward line to the outer line, or vice versa.
2714. Mr. Hoskins.] Is there anything else you would like to say ? In the large station proposed hy the 
Commissioners you would have to cross from platform to platform by means of an overhead bridge. The 
platforms provided for are so long that it would be impossible to go round, and besides there would, no 
doubt, he numerous gates to regulate the traffic. If the station were below the surface it would he an 
advantage, because passengers could then descend directly on to whatever platform they wished to go.
2715. Chairman.] The tracing which you show to the Committee allows for very short platforms? They 
would be 700 feet long, and could be made longer if it were desired. My proposed loop, too, could be 
made larger or smaller. I do not think that a length of 700 feet is necessary, because I do not think 
we have any trains twelve cars long.
2716. Mr. Hoskins] "What about the country trains? They do not take the ordinary long cars. Of 
course, at a dead-end station you must have trains waiting; hut with a loop line that would be unnecessary.
2717. Mr. Trickett.] How do you propose to go from your station at the site of the District Court to 
where the line enters the Botanic Gardens ? That part of the line would he all above ground.
2718. "Would it go over a viaduct? No ; through a cutting. Then, going towards Barm Cove, it would 
be on a hank.
27.19. Mr. Black] Am I to understand that it is better to have an underground station than a dead-end 
station where the platforms are connected hy overhead bridges? Yes.
2720. Because, I suppose, with an underground station, the approach to the.overhead bridge would be on 
a level with the surface of the grouud ? Yes.
2721. You were asked a question by Mr. Lee with regard to the valuation of Crown land ; the assumption 
was made that when you diverted a section of Crown land from use to one purpose to use for another it 
was not worth while to take into consideration its value? Well, in answer to that I would say that the 
value of the Park wonld not have come into my calculation at all had it not been that the Eoyal 
Commission recommended the expenditure of £100,000 for the purchase of another park to he used in 
substitution.
2722. So far as railway management purposes are concerned, J suppose that land of the very lowest class 
is just as good as land of the very highest ciass P Yes.
2723. Por park purposes, undulating land, giving open beautiful view's and fresh air, is of most value? I. 
do not think there can be any doubt upon that point.
2724. If you divert land which is eminently suitable for park purposes to the inferior purpose of railway 
use, is it not fair to assess the loss that results to the country ? If yon take away park land from the 
citizens—and you cannot say that it is the Government who own this park—you must provide them with 
another park of equal value.
2725. Mr. Lee] Of equal convenience—not necessarily equal value ? Well, of equal convenience.
2726. In estimating the value of the Park its value for building purposes would he kept in view ? Quite 
so. It has been estimated at what it would bring if it were sold to morrow. If you realised upon it, it 
would pay for the construction of the line to North Sydney and City Eailway complete, and no cost to 
the country.
2727. Well, we have not sold any of our parks for this purpose yet ? No but if you did sell them jrou 
would lose au asset. If you can got the same convenience from inferior land you must show the difference 
in value,
2728. Docs your scheme provide for both short and long distance trains? Yes.
2729. Por the whole of the'passenger traffic of the Colony coming into Sydney ? Yes.

WEDNESDAY,
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The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

EWING, Esq. (Chairman!.
Charles Alfred Dee, Esq.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Ehancis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
E’rask Parnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the Eailway system of the Colony from 
the present terminus at Redfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Bark fronting St. James’-road.

Oscar Garibaldi Roberts, sworn, and examined:—
2730. Chairman.'] Yon are iu business in the City of Sydney, and have a fair knowledge of the require- q.Q. Roberts,
ments of the city ? Yes; I have had twenty years’ experience in Hunter-street, so that presumably I s
know a little of the business requirements of the city. 18Aug.,1897.
2731. It is specially with regard to the financial aspects of the question into which we are considering • 
that you desire to speak P Yes ; in regard to that question more particularly.
2732. ilfr, Trickett.] Perhaps you would like to make a statement to the Committee? Of conrse, I am 
not a railway expert; but the position which strikes my mind, as a business man, and one who is inter
ested in property at the Hunter-street end of the city, is that, if Parliament sanctioned the construction 
of the Hyde Park scheme—which is the scheme that I prefer,—the business men and the property-owners 
of the Hunter-street end of tho city would be prepared, without any delay whatever, to provide the whole 
of the necessary funds. My reason for making this statement is, first of all, the opinion which I have 
gathered from many conversations with property-owners upon the subject; aud, secondly, because of the 
marvellous difference in tho value of city property at this end of the town which the extension of the 
railway into the city would make. My feeling, and the feeling of a great many others, is that the southern 
end of tbe city is being unduly and abnormally fostered, and somewhat at the expense of the Hunter- 
street end of the city. At the present time, the railway stops at the southern end of tho city, and feeds 
tho business premises at that end of the city; because wherever there is increased population taken to any 
part of the city, that part necessarily benefits financially, and business premises winch in the ordinary way 
would be worth £5 a week become worth £6, £7, and even £10 a week. If the railway came to 
the northern end of tho city, land at this end would be considerably increased in value, and for that 
reason business men and property-owners would have no hesitation in supplying the money necessary to pay
for the extension. Now, as regards the,sentimental objection to the resumption of Hyde Park. At the '
present time Hyde Park is used iu the morning hy loafers, in tho afternoon by nurse-girls, and in the 
evening by worse people. "VYe have, too, around the city any quantity of park land. In the greatest 
cities in the world you will not find as much park land as we shall have round Sydney after a portion of 
Hyde Park has been resumed.
2733. Mr. Black.] blight I ask if your remarks in regard to the use of the Park are based upon hearsay, 
or upon personal observation ? Upon personal observation. Any one who has been through Hyde Park 
at various hours of the day and night, must necessarily come to the conclusion that I have come to. The 
facts are self-evident. Speaking in regard to the financial aspect of the proposal, of course the effect of 
the construction of tho line would be to at once employ a large number of 'men. It seems absurd that 
Parliament should hesitate for a moment in sanctioning the construction of a railway, about the paying 
possibility of which there can he no question. It seems, too, that to endeavour to abnormally foster the 
southern end of the city is unwise and unnatural. In no large city in the world have any abnormal means 
been able to retain the business in or take the business to a part other than that where it was originally 
established. One’s mind at once reverts to London. Of course, while the east end of London has grown 
to he, relatively, an important part of the city, the large business transactions of the city have never been 
removed from the west end. The same remarks would apply to New York. So, when we endeavour here 
in Sydney, hy retaining the railway where it should not be retained, to force the growth of the city in a 
particular direction, we are endeavouring to do that which it is impossible to accomplish. My feeling is 
that tlie principal business places of the city must always be down at the northern end. In order to pay 
our debts and to live as a nation we must produce wealth, and we must export the wealth that we produce.
Therefore, the whole of our wool, our copper, our lead, and other productions must of necessity he 
brought down to tho water at the northern end of the city, and for that reason it seems absurd to 
try to force business to the southern end of the city.
2734. Mr. Trickett.] I understand that you favour the proposal to bring the railway to St. James’-road ? 
Undoubtedly, I think that is much the wisest scheme. Of course, I do not profess to know anything 
about matters pertaining to the internal working of a railway system, but, as a business man, I think that 
that is undoubtedly the best position for a station. Propcrfy-owners get into the habit of estimating very 
small iiifluenees, and in tlie letting of property through a scries of years we have endeavoured to calculate 
these small influences. IYe know that the public is very much like a bird. If a twig is disturbed, the 
bird flies off and is gone, To me it seems that, inasmuch as the Hyde Park extension wonld be open to 
the air, it must necessarily be better than any underground extension. I recollect the unpleasant feeling 
which was almost invariably created in me when I travelled by the underground railway in London. The 
difference between the atmosphere above ground and in the underground railway tunnels in England is 
illustrated very frequently by tlie action of asthmatic people, who, when they got bad attacks in the open 
air, go into the underground railway to relieve their sufferings. If there is this difference of atmosphere 
in England, where the temperature is so much lower than it is here, what would it he in this Colony,

■ where our climatic conditions are so different. To mo it seems absurd to have an underground route 
when you can have an open-air route. The public wrould undoubtedly take exception to an underground 
route, and would largely prefer to travel by omnibus or by tram, or. even to walk. Therefore, from a

financial
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. i.Bobeita. financial point of view, the extension is bound to he more successful if carried in tlie open air than if 
carr'e<^ underground. Hyde Park is in a commanding position. It seems to he the right place in which 

u8-> o to land people coming into the city, I think that the Hyde Park scheme must strike business men as 
being the best. *
2735- Do you think lhat travellers in that portion of the city north of St, .lames'-road would be well 
served by the proposed extension, or do you advocate the continuation of the line on to the Circular Quay ? 
They will necessarily be much better served by a railway to St. James’-road than they are at the present 
time: but I should conclude that any scheme for extending the railway into the city should make provi
sion for a tuture connection with the Milson's Point line. To anyone who lias observed the signs of the 
last two years it is evident that there has been more progress m population, and a greater increase of 
values on the Korth Shore line than in any other direction round Sydney. That undoubtedly' points to 
the fact that the Milson’s Point line will in the future become a very important factor in our railway 
system, and for that reason 1 think provision should be made for a future connection, Of course, such a 
connection is not warranted at the present time.
2736. If the line is continued on to tho Circular Quay it will he by a circuitous route going round by the 
back of tbe hospital;—for people wanting to get to Hunter-street or lo the Post- Office, a station at St. 
James’-road would be as serviceable as any ? Quite so.
2737. An extension to the Circular Quay would be a convenience to the people in tlie neighbourhood of 
tlie Quay, and would allow for a connection with the Korth Shore line ? Quite so.
2738. "Where do you live? At the present time 1 live at Hornsby Junction; but I have been living upon
the main suburban line, at Ashfield. '
2739. Asa traveller, you have no interest in the construction of this lino at the present time? Xot any.
2740. "Were you living long at Ashfield? Por something like thirteen years.
2741. As a constant traveller, wdiore do you think the bulk of the railway tram passengers get out? 
Without question at King-street.
2742. Tou say that as the result of constant observation ? Yes, undoubtedly it is so.
2743. That is another fact in support of the statement that a station at St. James'-road would be in a
central position for the bulk of the suburban traffic? Yes. >
2744. You do not wisli to advance any figures to show that tbe proposed extension w7ould be a financial
success ? No; though of course J have read the figures which have been advanced bv the railway 
authorities. " '
2745. You merely wish to say that if tlie matter were in the hands of the citizens of Sydney the necessary
money could be provided at once ? Yes. '
2746. You understand that at the present time the construction of railways is in the hands of tho
Governmeut, and that what you suggest is impracticable—that there are no means wherebv eitizens may 
lend money to the Government for the carrying out of an undertaking of this kind? 1 understand 
thatw'hat I refer to would be a departure; but I do not know why it is a, departure that should bo 
deprecated. '
2747. You think that the advantage to property which the carrying out of the line would create would
he such that the money necessary for the work could he obtained at once? Undoubtedly. 1 know, as a 
matter of absolute fact, that property has depreciated at a greater ratio at the northern end of the citv 
than at the southern end. ■"
2748. And you think that the fact that the railway now' stops at Kedfern has a good deal to do with it ? 
I think ifc is evidence of the fact that tho southern end of the city is being better supplied with traffic, 
and. therefore, with purchasers, than is the northern end of the city—in other words, that the southern 
end of the city is being abnormally fostered, and somewhat at the expense of the northern end.
2749. Do you think that the whole of the traffic, both country and suburban, should be brought to a 
Central Station at the northern end of tlie city? Undoubtedly. It is the country people who more 
particularly want to come to the northern end of the city, because their principal transactions are in regard 
to the productious of the Colony, and necessarily their business is done almost entirely at tho northern 
end of the city.
2750. The wool depot, the shipping offices, and large mercantile offices centre more in the northern end of 
the city than in the southern ? Yes ; much more.
2751. Has it not been a source of constant complaint by the regular passengers on the western suburban 
line that they are deposited at Kedfern, and have to use trams aud omnibuses to get to their places of 
business ? Undoubtedly. The present arrangement strikes most men who have travelled in other cities 
as absolutely absurd. The idea of being deposited in a.suburb when you want to get into the city is 
ridiculous.
2752. Have you ever figured out tbe loss of time which the present arrangement entails '? It is very large.
Io go to Ashfield in the middle of tbe day would take about thirty-nine minutes. In London you would 
do the same distance in about twenty-four minutes. "
2753. A very influential citizen has strongly urged that the terminus should be extended from Kedfern to 
Kelmore Gardens;—do you think that that would be of any advantage to the traffic ? Not any; it is simply 
playing with the subject.
2/54. Mr. Jilack.~\ Judging from your evidence, J am inclined to think that vou do not believe in city 
park's? I believe very largely in city parks : they are most necessary. But I think that too much of 

thing is bad. If you made the whole city a park, where would busiuess be transacted.
2/55. 1 understood that your objection to parks was that they were frequented by nurse-girls and loafers? 
T merely instanced that portion of Hyde Park which it is proposed to take for railway purposes.
2756, If you lessened the area of the Park would you not increase the evil, if it is an evil ? Well, at the 
present time it is concentrated in that particular place. The probabilities are that if you remove the 
c^Ienl"euccs ^or a £3ven evil, you must minimise, and possibly remove it.
2757. To another place ? N'ot necessarily; you may remove it altogether.

^ ^lcj1 you speak of loafers, do you mean men who are voluntarily idle, or men who are compulsorily 
idje t I think that the majority of those who frequent the Park in the morning are voluntarily idle.
2759. You were speaking about money being raised by property-owners at the northern end of the town 
to pay tor the extension of the railway into the city ;—does that proposal refer to anv particular route? 
Preferably to the Hyde Park route. "

2760.
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27G0. If some other route were proposed which made a certain amount of land resumption necessary, and O.G.RoberU. 
which carried passengers to the centre of the city, do you think that property-owners would be as ready 
to subscribe for it !J As a rule, business men do not favour extensive resumptions, but if a route showed 18Aug.,1897. 
financial prospects it would not be ostracised because it was not tbe Hyde Park route.
27(51. With regard to what you said about the discomforts of tunnel travelling, do you not think that is 
an objection of the kind which applies to all new things—the discomfort of the unaccustomed, the fear of 
the unknown ? It is not a fear of tho unknown ; it is the realisation of experience. You must know that 
tunnel travelling is at all times unpleasant, even in cold climates, and the unpleasantness must be 
intensified in a warm climate such as ours.
2762. AYe have received many different opinions upon ibis point? I only speak from my own experience.
2763. Have you done much train travelling m this country ? Yes ; 1 have travelled nearly every day for 
probably twenty years.
2764. Have you passed through the big tunnel between Sydney and Newcastle ? Yes.
2765. Have you passed through the long tunnel between Sydney and Pulli? Yes; but the experience 
of passing through those tunnels is not a fair illustration of the discomfort of underground travelling.
A tunnel is not the same thing as an underground railway. A tunnel is a construction which gives free 
vent to and allows the free flow of the air. It is not so with an underground railway.
2766. Ho you think that any tunnel in connection with an underground railway system hero would be 
without free vents for the air ? Of course modern appliances are very efficacious; but they cannot get a 
perfect result.
2767. In a city underground railway, the tunnel would have to be open at the 'Redfern end, and it would 
bo open at the end near the Circular Quay? That of course is evident. But such a tunnel would not 
be the same as an ordinary railway tunnel, where tbe train is running upon the same level the whole way.
2768. Not necessarily? Most of tbe tunnels run practically upon the same level.
2769. AVith regard to the discomforts of tunnel travelling, 1. am inclined to think that with our lighter 
air, the smoke would be more easily dissipated than it is in London? Well: that is rather a matter for 
experts. I do not know the relative rarity of the air; but in England, presumably, you have the best 
advice and skill that money can procure, because there the railways are worked with private capital, and 
are made to pay, and therefore would probably be run upon up-to-date lines. If tbe underground system 
is not a success in London, presumably it would not be a success here.
2770. If we carry out an underground railway here we should be able to profit by tbe experience of people 
in England, and should thus have a better opportunity of making our tunnels perfect ? I think it would 
be wiser to let somebody else experiment.

John Horbury Hunt, Architect, sworn, and further examined :—
2771. Mr. Ifianphery.] You have expressed a desire to attend again to-day for the purpose of further J, H. Hunt, 
explainirg the scheme which you place.d before the Committee some days ago ;—what furrher explanation -—— 
have you to make ? 1 have brought two plans, upon which the route of my proposed railway is plotted, 18Aug,,1897.
and 1 have this further written statement to make.—

My desire to appear before you again arises out of the singular statement made to me at previous inquiry, tecordcd 
as follows :—“The Committee would lie quite unable to recommend your scheme without an estimate of cost. Any 
recommendation they naay make to Parliament must bo accompanied by a recommendation of cost.'1 Tiicrefore, to save 
my scheme from being pigeon-holed, I have resolved to waive my sttong objection to giving approximate estimates, 
especially for nil. I have, however, safeguarded myself, and tried to protect you, by writing down a very liberal figure iu 
the sum of £725,000 for my scheme, carrying with it the following items

Purchase all the properties on tlie Asylum site, also the small parcel of privately-owned land connected therewith, 
and all other city properties required to be purchased, or the owners thereof compensated.

Remove the human remains from the old graveyard to Rookw ood.
Build a portion of a grand central station on the Asylum site, with platform area, &c., equal in all respects to what 

is now proposed for St. James’-road station.
Convert one-half of tbe basement-story of the new markets into a station.
Build under a portion of Wynyard-square and so much of tbe side streets as may be required tn make this the chief 

city station for suburban traffic. No structure wilt be built above’surface of park. In no way w-ill the property in the 
square be injured. There will be neither smoke, steam, nor noise connected with ttiis scheme.

Ttesiune 50 feet frontage to George-street. so as to make a passenger entrance from the level of the footpath right 
through to the platform level of station in the square.

Build on this site offices for Commissioners of Hallways, with other offices to let: out of this rent pay to the Corpora
tion rent for one-half of basement of markets.

Build under the square in Macquaiie-pluce and continue under Bridge-street into a portion of theiacant land at 
offices of the Education Department. Tina will be the Circular Quav traffic station.

Build a small underground station at the cricket-ground site, facing Art Gallery-, for the use of suburban visitors to 
the Botanic Gardens and Art Gallery.

Build above ground a small station at Phillip Park.
From the point A, at Ihe intersection of Goulbum and George streets, right around to the point B, at the intersection 

of Gouthuru and Wexford streets, shown on plan, the road to be in tunnel, with two sets of rails, with signals and lighting 
plant complete ; motive power, electricity.

While my proposal is a tunnel scheme, the longest length is but the distance from Coulburn-street to Park-street; 
in fact, you wiil see on examining tbe plan that it is a less distance than the length of the semi-tunnel for the St, James’- 
road scheme.

By the time tlie inward train reaches Macquaric-place (which will be by these short-distance tunnels) they will be 
empty of passengers, while the outward-bound traffic will commence at the Macquaric-place station, and m travelling to 
tile great central station will pass along these short tunnels.

The renl tunnel length of the line exists only through the Domain portion of the route, whore the trains will be all 
but empty of inward and outward bound passengers.

Yon will please observe and take into consideration w-hen yon are making vour recommendation, that I have shown 
on the plan my line extended on to the site of the proposed future city platform |No. visi on plan) while still preserving the 
circular line. This proposed future city station placed as here shown on the new and future area of the city is to be for 
passengers and small goods, yet in tw-o distinct stations aud sets of rails, the goods to be taken by tunnel on to Darling 
Harbour station.

To compare tho two schemes with fairness, then, you must add to the St. James’-road scheme the value of the I’ark 
lauds and Asylum Jnnds taken for tlie use of that scheme. £'.'100.000 is the least value of those lands, and must be added 
to the £050,000 -■ £950,000. To this a further sum must be added for the widening of King-street and making a new 
street as an outlet for the traffic—there is a dead certainty of every penny of half a million beine fooled away in trying to 
make this St. Jamea’-road site fit for ils work. £500,000 added to £050,000 equals (say) one million and a half as against 
three quarters of u million for n complete scheme as proposed by me,

JOG—T Having
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7.1H, Hunt. Having now complied with what may he termed the unjust conditions of your Committee, namely, that private
individuals supply you gratis with estimates, fee., you will pardon my refusing to give any details of this figure of £72fi,000. 

'18 Aug.,1897. To do so would not be fair. What I have so far done in this matter represents considerable gratuitous labour and thought.
The popularity and usefulness of this wisely-established tribunal wonld he greatly increased if expert services were in a 
discriminate manner secured and fairly paid. 1 desire before closing those remarks to place on record my appreciation of 
the fair and courteous hearing you have afforded to me in these several inquiries.

The Mayor, in his evidence, gave as his opinion that the elevation of the old burial-ground site was at a much 
greater elevation than Hyde Park. At the close of that meeting I spoke of this to you, Mr. Chairman, ond yon promised 
to see and correct any error that may have been made. It now appears as if this statement of yours had gained credence, 
because this day week, while Mr. Mills was giving evidence before you in regard to this proposed new Park at Devonshire- 
atreet, he said, “ And it would lie the highest park in Sydney.” I hope the press will give full publicity to the following 
facts, namely, only a little crest or ridge of the cemetery is 101 '.14, The mean level is about 7'2'00, while the proposed park 
level would be about 65‘00. The level of Hyde Park at the Statue is 96-0O, or 81 feet above tlie level of the proposed new 
park, while that portion of the Park where the band plays stands at about lOd'OO (not less), being 40 feet above the level 
of your proposed park. _

While dealing with errors, I now wish to correct one of mine. 1 stated at last inquiry that Park-street would liave 
to he raised fully 9 feet. In forming that opinion 1 had some trouble in getting reliable data lo work upon. I wish to 
fix the 9 feet at*4 feet 6 inches. I find on application at the Town Hall that the present level of Park-street where the 
line is to pass under to beSS'OO, while the rail level at that spoil find to be fixed at 72'50. Allowing IS'OO for the headway 
and thickness of bridge construction—the difference between 85'90 and 72'y0 being LI'dO—this is the height from surface 
of Park-street to rail level, whereas we want IS'OO to gain this we will have Park-street raised 4| feet at its wrorst point 
of grade. Will this be allowed. No, is my answer. I reiterate my previous condemnation of this Hyde Park scheme; 
it condemns itself to any unbiassed, fatseeing, engineering mind.

First—You cannot extend the lines to the north-west unless you bungle up tlie levels. To the cast you can extend, 
but in that direction no extension is required. _

Second—Yon cannot grade St. James’-road to fit mtothe station without bungling that important part of St. James - 
road. ...

Third—You cannot extend the station buildings so as to secure proper moving alwve space or area without curtailing 
your running length of rails, and, consequently, you will be compelled to raise Park-street to near my first assumed 
figure—9 feet, jjo what yon will, a big engineering bungle confronts the scheme, and thousands on thousands of pounds 
will be wasted over it; you are confronted with objectionable features on the north, south, east, and west.
A tunnel through clean, sweet, sandstone, such as Sydney provides, is very different from a tunnel through 
the foul soil of London. With regard to my proposed future city station at the ITlagstaff Ilill section 
of the city, which I propose to level down for commercial purposes, J. have so arranged my passenger line 
as to go from Wynyard-square straight into that station, and then back out again, and continue on the 
loop. It is also necessary to make some provision for tho carriage of small goods. I do not believe in 
the proposal of taking the goods from the ships’ slings and putting them on to tho trucks. (As an 
architect I would never advocate that, because we should then have no warehouses to build.) The goods 
should go first to the warehouses, and hulk he broken there. The goods traffic I have arranged for is 
small goods traffic only. _ ' _
2772. Wliat is the elevation of the Elizabeth-street frontage at Hyde Park ? Eighty-live feet is the 
official height of the road at that spot. In getting information for the working out of my estimate, 1 
have had to fish where I could. 3 wrote an official letter to this Committee, asking if you would ho good

. enough to furnish me with the cost of tunnelling for a certain distance, with everything complete for
running train, hoping that you would get the information from the Department; but I received no answer 
to that letter.
2773. In the statement which you have placed before the Committee you have not given any details of
the probable cost of your scheme, as opposed to your estimate of the cost of the scheme submitted by the 
Department;—have you arrived at your figures upon a similar basis? I have arrived at my total by a 
long series of detailed figures. _
2774. Have you, in estimating your total, taken the same basis as that upon which you worked in esti
mating the cost of the liailway Commissioners’ scheme? I did not estimate the cost of the liailway 
Commissioners’scheme. It would be impossible to do that. _ _ _
2775. Did you not add £300,000 to the Commissioners’ estimate of cost ? £500,000; that is for widening 
King-street and new street.
2776. And £300,000 for the Park ? Tes, and £300,000 is the lowest value of the Park and Asylum lands.
2777. Have you arrived at your estimate upon a basis similar to that which you took in calculating the 
probable cost of the Commissioners’ scheme ? "What you want to ask is: has there been the same fairness 
of estimation—yes.
2773. Have you included in your estimate of cost the probable resumptions at the Markets and at 
"Wynyard-square ? Tou do not want to resume anything at the Markets—only pay rent.
2779. Have you made allowance for what you propose to resume ? I have told you that the rents which 
would accrue from the George-street offices which I propose to build would many times cover any rent for 
the Markets,
2780. How do you approach your Markets station? From Tork-street,
2781. Have you made any provision for that? I am not going to give any details, though I have all the 
figures down.
2782. I suppose I may take it that you decline to give similar information with regard to the cost of your 
other proposed stations ? Tes ; I have about fifteen items altogether. Wherever 1 could obtain Govern
ment information I have done so. .
2783. Tour statement has been so full that 1 do not think it necessary to ask you any more questions'? 
I do not want to go into the details of that £700,000.
2784. "Will you leave your plans with us? I have already asked the Chairman that the plans before the 
Committee maybe illustrated, 1 would like both to be reproduced if it can be done, but if 1 can get this 
last one reproduced I shall be content; it will he sufficient to show Members of Parliament what 1

■ propose, otherwise all that I have done for you will in a measure be lost.
John Upward, Mayor of Ashfield, sworn, and examined:—

J. Upward. 2785, Mr. Clarke^] Tou were examined before the Koyal Commission some time since? Tes.
2786. Do you wish to make any statement in confirmation or amendment of the evidence you then gave ? 

18 Aug.,1897 The subject under the consideration of the Koyal Commission was the extension of (he railway into 
the city. The Commission made a definite recommendation upon that subject, aud I take it that it is in 
regard to that recommendation that you are now collecting evidence. I wish now to speak with regard 
to the proposal before the Committee. As the Members of the Committee are no doubt aware, between
33,000 and 34,000 people come to Kedfern by train each day, and it is essential that their convenience

should
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should be studied. In a report recently issued by the Eailway Commissioners, it is stated that it is next to J- Upward,
impossible to manage the traffic at Hedfern without a certain amount of danger ; it is therefore absolutely /—■“'“■■"'n
imperative that some alterations should be made. That brings us to the matter in hand. It has been 18Aug.,1897.
proposed to merely extend theHedfern railway station across Devonshire-sireet to the Benevolent Asylum
ground. I have not the figures with me; but I believe that that would cost £400,000, and notone penny
of extra revenue would be obtained. Such an arrangement might certainly minimise the present danger;
but it would not add to the convenience of the travelling public. Then there is the Hyde Park scheme,
which, as compared with the other schemes in the matter of affording facilities to the travelling public,
and cheapness, seems to be the most feasible that can be adopted, more especially when we find that it is
capable of a continuation to the eastern suburbs, to the Circular Quay, if necessary, to North Shore, and it
could be made part of a circular city line. Coming to the objections raised against the station at Hyde Park,
I take it that they should consider this matter from a business, not from a sentimental, standpoint. "Which 
is it more necessary to consider—the convenience and safety of the vast number of people that travel on 
the railways, or the convenience of the few people of the class who now use the Park. I think that that 
question scarcely needs any answer. I notice that one witness recently estimated the value of Hyde 
Park at something like £70,000 per acre. But when we consider that Sydney is now overstocked with 
offices, shops, stores, and business places of all descriptions, it is hard to believe that land is worth so 
large a sum. The demand for business premises in the city does not appear to give the Park land 
anything like that value, I have been directly interested in what is known as the City Eailway 
Extension Alliance, and have been Chairman of that body since it was formed. Quite recently we sent 
a number of circulars to every municipality in the Colony, asking the Councils to pass resolutions 
in favour of the scheme recommended by the Eoyal Commission. Upon the Illawarra line, from Erskine- 
ville right down to Nowra, and on to Shoalhaven, every Council is strongly in favour of the proposed 
extension, and I think that the Councils may be taken to fairly voice the wishes and opinions of the people 
they represent. On the western line, wre commenced at Petersham, and went as far as Penrith, and we 
have had favourable replies from Petersham, Ashfield, Burwood, Concord, Strathfield, Auburn, Parramatta,
St. Mary’s, and, I believe, Penrith. On the Illawarra line there is a population within municipal districts 
of about 65,000, and on the western line there is a municipal population of about 68,000. We also took 
the southern line from Granville to Liverpool and Campbelltown, where there is a population within 
municipalities of 9,000 or 10,000. On the northern line, I fancy that Eyde is the only municipality of ■ 
any consequence.
2787. Mr. J?arnell.~\ No, there are Mansfield,Eydalmere, and a number of others? Well, at any rate, we ■ 
received a favourable answer from Eyde. In many places on that line there are progress associations, which, 
when they heard of the Alliance, wrote asking us to forward copies of the petition in favour of the proposed 
extension. We have received support in places which would not be directly benefited by the extension— 
places in the eastern suburbs, for instance, Eandwick, WooJlabra, and Waverley, where there is a population 
of something like 30,000. We have also received strong support from places where the people are scarcely 
interested in the matter at all, except indirectly—places like Waterloo, Manly Beach, Leichhardt, and.
North Sydney, representing a population of 50,000. Within a radius of about 30 miles of Sydney, there 
are about 150,000 people who would be benefited by the proposed extension, and whose municipal 
representatives state that they arc heartily in accord with the movement for it. In addition to these, 
there are about 30,000 people in the eastern suburbs who hope to benefit by it to a slight degree, and 
about 50,000 people who reside in suburbs who would benefit only indirectly, so that altogether there are 
about 230,000 people whose municipal representatives are in accord with the proposed scheme. We have 
had many replies from far-distant country towns ; hut I have not dealt with them, because the people in 
those places use the railway to Sydney very seldom, and of course feel rather luke-warm about the matter.
We have had twenty or thirty replies from country places where they say that it is no business of 
theirs ; but that it is a matter for the city and suburban people to fight out. Nine or ten places have 
distinctly refused in w'riting to forward the movement. Most of them give the reason that they prefer 
the money spent in their own district. I am authorised by some thirty-three councils, either by direct 
communication through the mayors, or by letter, to state that they would be willing to send repre
sentatives to give evidence before the Committee if the Committee desire it.
2788. Have yon a list of them ? I have been directly authorised by the mayors of the following boroughs 
to speak on their' behalf, viz., Hurstville, Marrickville, Waverley, Leichhardt, Bookwood, Burwood,
Kogarah, Eandwick, Waterloo, North Sydney, Strathfield, Ashfield, Rockdale, Woollahra, Manly, Parra
matta, and Canterbury. The City Eailway Extension Alliance, of yvhieh I am the Chairman, have letters 
from the following boroughs, all of whom give their strong support to the scheme, viz.: South Shoalhaven, 
Shollharbour, Auburn, Prospect and Sherwood, Nowra, Erskineville, Enfield, Eyde, Kiama, St. Mary’s,
Concord, and Ingleburn. I have also good authority for saying the following boroughs are in favour, 
viz.: Wollongong, Penrith, Campbelltown, Liverpool. The Eailway Alliance has also letters from several 
of the country municipalities which are of the same opinion, viz.: Condobolin, Cowra, Dungog, Katoomba, 
and others. ■
2789. Mr. Clarke] Are the representatives of any of these municipalities coming here ? They are 
perfectly willing to come if their evidence is required ; but inasmuch as the Committee has been sitting 
for a long time, I presume you wish to bring the inquiry to a close shortly. Some twenty councils have 
authorised me to speak for them, though they are quite willing to give evidence themselves.
2790. You are no doubt aware, from the knowledge which you have gained in travelling on the line, of 
the danger which results from the use of Kedfcrn yard ? Yes; I have already witnessed two accidents 
there, and the Commissioners in their last annual report emphasised this matter to such an extent that I 
am afraid that if there is not an alteration soon it will have a very serious effect upon the residential 
prospects of the railway suburbs.
2791. You have, no doubt, read of the various proposals for extending the line into the city ; which do 
you favour ? Taking all things into consideration, I favour the line referred to the Committee, and 
recommended by the Eoyal Commission,
2792. Do you consider that the terminus at King-street is central for all purposes ? It is very central.
2793. Is it the centre of the business part of the city ? I suppose that King-street can be taken as the 
centre of the business part of the city.
2794. You consider £70,000 an acre an excessive valuation to be placed upon Hyde Park land ? From
my knowledge of the value of land I consider it excessive, 2795.



434

1-fS ' ' ’ PAnLIAMEXTAKV STANDING COHMITfEC ON PUBLIC WOHKS.

X. Upward. 2795. What is your idea of the value of that land? I should not care to answer that question; it is 
more a matter for espeH s.

18 Aug., 1897. 2796. We have had evidence from several gentlemen who are pretty well agreed that the whole of the 
land proposed to be taken is worth from £180,000 to £200,000 f I am hardly in a position to say what 
is a fair valuation ; but I consider £70,000 an acre escessive.
2797. Mr. ise.] Ton are of opinion that to bring the railway terminus to Belmore Gardens would he of 
no value to the travelling public ? It might minimise the existing danger, but it would give the travelling 
public scarcely any more convenience. ..
2799. Are you of opinion that it is necessary to extend the line into the city ? Most decidedly I am.
2799. Do yon live at Ashfield F Yes. _ ,
2800. Are the people living there aware that if the line is extended into the city they will have to pay 
higher fares ? Certainly.
2801. Will they be prepared to do that? I believe so. From the evidence given by the late Mr, Dddy, 
they will be charged only about one-half of what they now pay to get into town by omnibus or tram.
2802. If the charge which is made is sufficient to cover the cost of maintenance and the payment of
interest, would you be of opinion that the travelling public would be paying for this extension ? Of 
course they will pay for it, and they are willing to do so. ,
2803. When yon pay your fare, you consider that you are paying your portion of the cost of managing
the line ? Yes. ' _ _
2804. Do you hold the opinion that if the western suburbs people require the extension of the railway 
into the city, there can be no objection to it if they are willing to pay for it? Certainly.
2805. And you consider that they will pay for it by paying additional fares ? Yes. . _
2806. Okairman.'j We understand that if it is considered necessary, other witnesses will substantiate your 
evidence? I am authorised to speak for some twenty councils, whom I practically represent to-day, and 
they would be willing to send witnesses, if necessary.

John Cash JS'eild, Esq., M.P., sworn, and further examined:—
J. C, Neild, 2807. Mr. X<m.] You have expressed a desire to give further evidence before the Committee, I believe, in
Esq., M.P. the direction of somewhat altering the route about which you gave evidence upon a former occasion? Yes.
/—'“"'"■■''v 2808. Will you put the matter before us in your own way ? Yes; but, first of all, I wish to take advan- 

18 Aug,, 1897. tage of the opportunity to say a very few words with reference to Mr. Deane's criticisms of the proposal I 
made to the Itoyal Commission, to place a station in Cook and Phillip Parks. Mr. Deane says, in answer 
to Question 29, that the length of Phillip Park, fronting College-street, is 600 feet; his signed map makes 
it 660 feet, and Mr. Perdriau swears that it is G35 feet. I do not know which of the three is correct; 
but I am prepared to take Mr. Perdriau’s statement. Then, in reply to Question 33, Mr. Deane says that 
a platform 700 feet long would have one end under the Museum and ono end under St. Mary’s Cathedra], 
But these buildings are 1,000 feet apart. Therefore Mr. Deane’s statement is that a platform 700 feet 
long would project beyond the limits of 1,000 feet. I do not think 1 have much to say about that con
tention. Taking Mr. Perdriau's length of 635 feet, and utilising in tunnel the widths of "William-street 
and Woolloomooioo-street, a total length of 767 feet, or 67 feet more than’ Mr. Deane says is necessary 
for his platforms, can he obtained. But 1 never proposed to place the station parallel with College-street. 
My description showed that I purposed crossing the parks diagonally, and the words used were “ at the 
east end of the Cathedral grounds.” Mr. Deane’s signed plan gives the length at this point as 11 chains, 
or 726 feet. In answers to Questions 40 and 41, Mr. Deane says that “ speaking as an engineer, the pro
posal to put a station in these parks is perfectly absurd, becauseitis on aslope.” in answer to Question 
36, Mr. Deane says “the difference in level between the south-west corner and the south-east corner is 37 
feet.” He also says, in reply to Question 41, that the length of the line is nearly 500 feet, so that there is 
a fall of 37 feet in GOO feet according to him. Then, in his report to the Minister, he says that the difference 
in level between the east and west corners at the northern end of the block of land bounded by King, 
Castlereagh, Market, and EUv-abeth streets is 13 feet. This block is 150 feet wide, and Mr. Deane is quite 
prepared to put a station upon it. Now a fall of 13 feet in 150 is equal to a fall of 43 feet in 500; but 
in Cook and Phillip Parks, instead of there being a fall of 43 feet in 500, the fall is only 37 feet, which shows 
that the fall upon the site which Mr. Deane says is a “ perfectly absurd’1 one for a railway station, because 
of the slope, is less than that upon the land which he says is a very good site. Putting it in another wav, 
a fall of 13 feet in 150 is equal to a fall of 39 feet in 450, whereas in Cook and Phillip Parks the fall is 
much less, being only 37 feet in GOO. Therefore 1 have shown that the slope of the High School 
site is much greater than the slope of the site 1 suggested. Then reference was made to the great dip 
in the north-east corner of Phillip Park. Of course 1 recognise that there is a very big dip there; but 
that dip would be used in my plan for the commencement of a line to "Wolloomooloo Bay, and the eastern 
suburbs, and it would save making a cutting, as proposed by Mr. Deane, in Hyde Park. Mr. Deane 
also describes the two porks as too small for a station, yet they are 9f acres in area—to be more accurate, 
9 acres 2 roods 30 perches—or arood and 10 perches, which is little more than a quarter of an acre smaller 
than the area in Hyde Park, which he says will be ample for the requirement for a central station for 
twenty years to come. But the Hyde Park station is to be a dead-end station, while mine would be only 
a passing station, where, of course, so much land would not be required. I think I have now answered 
the criticisms of Mr. Deane very amply indeed. Coming now to my proposal for a circular line, I want to 
submit to the Committee a modification of my original suggestion, which is to make the line more essen
tially a city line. It occurred to me that if the Committee were investigating the proposed construction 
of a line for the city, and for the city only, it would be better to limit my proposal to a city line. I will 
read the description of the route which I propose should be followed:—Leaving the Darling Harbour 
branch railway at Macarthur-street, the line crosses the railway yards on bridge or viaduct, and pro
ceeding north-easterly, crosses Sussex-street on the north side ot the Public School. From about this 
point to Bathurst-street it proceeds in the open, until near the junction of Bathurst and Kent streets 

' the site of the first station is reached. This station extends from the south side of Bathurst-street to the 
north side of Dmitt-street, a length of 10 chains, and has a north-easterly direction, with a slight curve. 
One chain of the south end of the station would bo open, the next 3 chains would be in tunnel, the next 
5 chains would be open, and the last chain in tunnel. Thelineiroin Druitt-street proceeds by an easy curve

under



MINUTES OK EVIDENCE—KA1UVAY EXTENSION EltOM H ED KEEN TO ST. JAM Es'-UOAD. • r^ 149

underGeorge, Pitt, and Custlercagh streets, till thesileof 1 lie second stal,ion is reached on the soutli side of ^ ^ ^'h1* 
Marliet-street, extending to the north side of King-stroet, and fronting the west side of Elizahelh-strcet. As I lI'1- 
am providing for a circular line, I do not require the full width of the High School block ; I only want 1 chain 
of it. The western side of the block—that fronting Castlereagh-street, where the valuable buildings, such E'* '
as the Mont de Piete and Metropolitan Hotel are—will bo Selt untouched. One chain at each end of 
this station would be in tunnel, and 8 chains open. The station would be at the levels provided in 
Mr. Deane’s schemes. Passing northerly, and then curving south-easterly, the line passes in tunnel 1C 
chains in length under Elizabeth-street, Phillip-strect, and Macquarie-street, and the Mint, on the east 
side of which it comes into open cutting, and passes at the rear of the District Court and the Government 
Architect’s premises, still in cutting ; thence passes to the Domain, and proceeding south-easterly in 
cutting and viaduct, nearly parallel with St. Mary’s-roatl, which is crossed at the junction with Woolloo- 
mooloo-street, and entering Phillip Park, reaches the third station, which extends south-westerly to 
William-street. This station would be raised sufficiently to pass over Boomerang-street by bridge. Prom 
William-street the line passes under tbe junction of William and College streets, and skirts the 
south-eastern section of Hyde Park in “open-top” tunnel, or “cut and cover,” the open space being 12 or 15 
feet wide, and occupying that strip of the Park now a useless steep slope. Passing under Livcrpool- 
street to the east end of Lyons’-terraee, the line proceeds south-westerly to the north-east corner of 
Belmore Park in cutting and viaduct, and crosses Belmore Park on viaduct in a southerly direction near 
its east side; thence crosses the eastern side of the burial-ground, and passing over Devonshire-street, 
re-enters the Eedfern yard on the east side. There is this great difference between my viaduct and that 
of Mr. Deane’s, that while his crosses nearly the middle of the Park, mine is at one side of it, and mine 
will be only about one-third the width of his. Stations.—Each station would he 10 chains—G60 feet long, 
and being passing stations, the engine and tender could over-run the platforms, thus giving a length equal 
to 70 feet in a dead-end station. Stations 1 and 2 would be 1 chain wide, viz., double line of rail and 
two platforms, each 20 feet wide. EA. 3 station would have four lines of rail and an island platform in 
addition to the side platforms—in all, a width of 2 chains. The island platform for suburban traffic 
would be reached by overhead bridge, taking off from the higher levels of the Park, and thus having one 
flight of stairs and by flights of steps from Boomerang-street. Tbe side platforms would be for long
distance trains taking in and discharging mails and luggage. Carriage-ways and cart-roads might be 
placed alongside'the major portion of the length of this station on both sides. Trains following each 
other every live minutes each way would give a two and a half minutes’ service.
2809. What would be the distance from Macarthur-street to the station at the High School site ? Sixty- 
seven chains, 10 chains of which would be station. Broin Bedfern to King-street, or rather to the same 
latitude as St. .Tames’-road, my line, would only be 10 chains longer than Mr, Deane’s, which goes 
direct. The distances are : From Macarthur-street to the Town Hall station, 33 chains, 10 chains for 
a station there, 22 chains tunuel to King-street station, 10 chains for King-street station, 10 chains 
for a tunnel to the Mint, 21 chains from the Mint to the Park station, 10 chains for the Park 
station,'17 chains cut and cover to Livorpool-street, and 55 chains from there to Bedfern—a total length 
of 100 chains. I have taken Mr. Deane’s prices for tunnel construction, briek-lined and with the rails 
laid, namely, £70 per yard, and I have charged for all my tunnels at that price. Mr. Deane seems to 
charge the same price per chain for open work—that is, cutting and viaduct—whether four or six tracks 
of rails are laid. For this he puts down £1,900 a chain. J have put down one-half of this for two lines,
or £050 a chain. For" my land resumptions, I put down exactly the same price per running chain ns .
Mr, Deane puts down for his resumptions at tho southern end of Hyde Park, though 1 say from my 
knowledge of land values—and I am a sworn valuator, appointed by the Governor-in-Conncil—that my 
resumptions as a whole would not average the same price as Mr. Deane’s resumptions at Nithsdale- 
street. However, lie charges £5,270 per chain for a width of 100 feet, and I have, accordingly, put 
down one-third of that, or £1,757 per chain for my resumptions. For that ragged piece of ground 
behind the Town Hall, X have charged my scheme with £24,750, which is an absolutely extravagant sum; 
but I wish to be extravagant.
2810. Mr. Humphery?\ What is the area of that piece o£ land? About half an acre. There is no possi
bility of getting a back entrance to that jiroperty, so that business premises constructed upon it would 
have to allow for archways, and would lose so much of frontage and yard apace. 1 think that my scheme 
is cheap enough to stand any amount of weighting. J have pur down £75 per foot for the whole 5 chains 
of length. For the strip of land on the west side of Klizabeth-street, near the High School, I have put 
down £40,COO.
2811. Do you go right up to King-street with your resumption ? Yes; I resume a chain of King-street
frontage. The evidence given before the Bnynl Commission was that the whole of that block of land 
not owned by the Government was worth £100,000. I take less than one-half of it, and the least 
valuable half. It might bo said that I ought to have put down £50,000; but the half that I take is -
altogether the least valuable half, and it has on it none of the large buildings which there are on the 
Castlereagh-street frontage. My whole scheme comes out iu this way: The works, taking Mr. Deane's
prices, cost £225,500. in estimating the cost of my platforms, 1 have put down an extra £100 per 
running yard for excavation. Mr. Deane’s tunnel price is £70 per yard, and I have charged £170 a yard 
for my station excavations. For the stations, I pul down £00,000; for signalling and lighting, I have 
taken Mr. Deane’s price, namely, £14,000, though it must be evident that where the trains merely pass 
through the stations without shunting the cost of signalling and lighting would be less than where you 
have a big station and are shunting all day long. For land resumption, adopting Mr, Deane’s prices, I 
put down £86,082. For the land taken for the stations at the back of tbe Town Hall and at Market- 
street, I put down £64,750. This makes the total cost of my scheme £456,332.

thuesdat, ■
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THURSDAY, 19 AUGUST, 1897.
frfucnt:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWIInO, Esq. (Cuaiejian).
The Hon. Predekick Thomas Humphery. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Borehts.C.M.G-. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O'Connor.
Henry Clarke, Eaq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Eaq.
John Lionel Began, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Prancis Augdsttjs Weight, Esq. 
Prank Parnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the Kailway system of the Colony from 
the present terminus at Kedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

S. E. 
Perdriau.

19 Aug.,1897

Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, sworn, and further examined:—
2812. Chairman.] There are various matters into which the Committee suggested that you should inquire;— 
which would he the hest to deal with first ? Perhaps the value of the portion of Hyde Park which it-is 
proposed to resume. Mr. Black asked me for another valuation upon a different design of subdivision. 
Mr. Black thought I did wrong, Mr. Chairman, in not cutting the land up into allotments of smaller 
depths. I have a couple of plans here which show recent subdivisions of city land made by tbe 
Government, and from which it will appear that the design I suggested would very likely be adopted 
if tbe Hyde Park lands were to be sold. By a subdivision giving long depths and only two rows of 
allotments, you would be likely to attract attention, and people would rush after the land. That is very 
important in these times, when land is a drug in the market. I think that upon the subdivision which I 
suggested the land would realise as much as upon the other subdivision, and it would sell more quickly. 
The plan before the Committee shows the area available for subdivision. I have laid out a street through 
the whole length of the block at the back of the allotments which would front the Park, and you would 
have two other rows of allotments between that street and Elizabeth-street divided by a lane 20 feet wide, 
one row fronting Elizabeth-stract and the other a proposed new street.
2813. Mr. Blacky How many frontages would you get iu that way ? Three frontages; there would be 
three rows of allotments. Of course, we can get four frontages; but then the depths would bo very 
shallow, and I do not think the land would realise as much upon such a subdivision. The allotments 
would be very shallow, they would have no back entrance, and they would not be at all attractive.
2814. Mr. Wright.] By your proposed subdivision you would have three double frontages ? The row of 
allotments fronting the Park would also front a street at the back.
2815. That row of allotments would have a double frontage? Tee; the form of subdivision which I 
think the best has a street abutting ou the central avenue, then a row of allotments 82 feet, then another 
street, another row of allotments, a lane, another row of allotments, and Elizabeth-street.
281(1. How many feet frontage will that give altogether ? 3,308 feet. I put upon the Elizabeth-street 
frontage a value of £75 a foot. 1 put a value of £40 a foot upon the frontage to the new street going 
through the middle of tbe block, and a value of £50 a foot for the frontage to the new street abutting on 
the central avenue. That would give a value of £178,405 for the whole block. Taking tbe other form of 
subdivision, with four rows of allotments, I would estimate tbe Elizabeth-street frontages as worth £60 a 
foot, the frontages to the middle street as worth £30 a foot on both sides, and the frontages to the street 
abutting on the central avenue as worth £40 a foot, or £174,070 for the whole block.
2817. Chairman.] Have you taken any steps to have your valuation confirmed by some other authority? 
Yes; they are confirmed by the following minute, addressed to you by Mr. Sievers, tbe Government 
Land Valuer :—

I have considered the plan prepared by Mr. Surveyor Perdriau of the proposed subdivision of the land required for 
the above proposal from Hyde Park. _

Undoubtedly the scheme shows the most advantageous treatment from a commercial point of view, and in my 
opinion, by the most judicious handling, would not realise more than £200,000 in the present state of the property market.
Perhaps the Committee might adopt £200,000 as the approximate value of tbe whole block. I think that 
that is a very liberal estimate.
2818. You regard it as an extreme estimate ? Yes ; and one which T think it would take a long time to 
realise. It must not be forgotten that from that amount must be deducted the cost of forming the new 
roads and tbe lane. These prices would not be realised unless the roads were formed like an ordinary 
city street—wood-blocked, paved, kerbed, and guttered. That would cost about £9,000 for each road.
2819. That would be the cost of the lane and a street? That would be the cost of making the middle street. 
I have not allowed anything for the lane, and there would also he the cost of making the street abutting 
on the central avenue.
2820. Therefore, you could not expect to get more than £180.000 for the land? That would be the very 
most you would get for it if you took off tbe cost of forming the streets and lane.
2821. i/r. Lee.] If this property is not cut up and sold the State will not get anything for it? No.
2822. If you cut it up aud sell it, so much of the Park is gone, is it not ? Yes. _
2823. Ought the value of this portion of the Park enter into our consideration ;—has it any bearing upon
the question before the Committee ? I think so, ‘
2824. Is not the Park State property ? Yes.
2825. If it were cut up aud sold in allotments, it would disappear as a park ? Yes.
2826. If it is taken by the State for State purposes, it still remains ;—the State is only using its own ? 
Yes.
2827. If it were cut up and sold the State would get the money ? Yes.
2828. That being so, does the value of this land enter into consideration at the present time ? "Well, if
another park is provided in a more suitable position----
2829. That is not the question ;—what value can the park land have unless it is sold ? It has a value as 
a recreation ground.

2830.
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2830. As a recreation ground only ;—it has no money value until it is sold ? At the present time it is a 
constant source of expense to the country for mainfenanco.
2831. Mr. Black.] The area which you have valued is under 13 acres ? About 11 acres.
2832. Thgures before the Committee show that the area of Hyde Park proposed to be taken comprises 
about 13 acres ;—if we deduct from that area the 1 acre and 20 perches iu the south-western division of the 
Park, it leaves a balance which is considerably over 11 acres ? I have taken out the area of the block 
which I have valued, aud 1 have found it to be a littlo over 11 acres. (Tbe exact area is 11 acres 0 roods 
3 perches.)
2833. Do you include that portion of tbe Park which it is proposed to take for Ihe purpose of [widening 
Elizabeth-street ? Yes. I can give you a separate valuation for the aero in the south-western division 
of the Park.
2834. How is it that there is this discrepancy between your figures and the figures previously supplied to 
the Committee? 1 think you will find that Mr. Deane told the Committee that the area to be taken was 
approximately 13 acres. I got a copy of the areas proposed to be taken as adopted by Mr. Deane. 1 
know bis figures, but I have taken out the area from the olfieial plan.
2835. You estimate this land to be worth about £16,000 an acre ? Yes ; that is the rate for the whole 
block obtained by dividing eleven into £178,000.
2836. In your evidence before the Eoyal Commission you value the block of land upon which the High 
School stands at nearly £90,000 an acre? That valuation applies to the land with buildings upon it 
lying between the High School land and Market-street.
2837. You told the Eoyal Commission that—

S. E. 
Perdriau.

19 Aug., 1897.

The High School property, together with that portion of the block extending thence to Market-street, comprising an 
area of 1 acre 1 rood . . . was resumed m November, 1S80, at a. cost of £88,940.
Further on you state:—

The value of Castlereagh and Elizabeth streets property in that locality is about £70 or £80 a foot. It would come 
to about £90,000 an acre'! Yes.
? That would ho for the little piece resumed, and covered with shops and houses. Those figures are 
perfectly correct. They agree thoroughly with the figures I am giving you now.
2838. You say that land ou one side of Elizabeth-street is worth £16,009 per acre, and that land on the 
other side, which has buildings upon if, which you value at £12.000 or £13,000—you say that you could 
provide similar accommodation in new buildings for that amount—cost £90,000 per acre ? "Well, at the 
time, I was speaking of the cost of resuming a certain block of land, and the buildings, shops, and liousct' 
upon it. That resumption was made when property was very dear. £16,000 per acre is for the whole 
area—11 acres = £178,000.*
2839. Do you consider that the land bounded by Liverpool Elizabeth, Goulburn, and Macquarie streets is 
more valuable than the Hyde Park land ? -Ho,
2840. Y"ou know the class of buildings erected upon that land? Yes.
2841. Are they extraordinarily good buildings? There aro some good buildings upon it. There is Lyons'- 
terracc, for instance.
2842. But one or two pieces of land there are vacant ? Yes.
2843. According to former evidence given by you, the municipal assessment of that land is £9,840, which, 
capitalised at twenty years’ purchase, gives £196,800 for 6 acres ? Yes.
2844. Do you not think that you could put up alt the buildings upon that land for £40,000, aud still have 
a considerable margin? I cannot give an estimate of the value of tbe buildings upon that land until I 
have seen them.
2845. The area in the block I have mentioned is about half the area which you propose to resume at 
Hyde Park, and is land which you say is inferior in value? That land is inferior in value. The buildings 
make tbe difference. I think that if you get the most reliable land auctioneer in Sydney—the man who 
sells most land in the city—and ask him to value the Hyde Park land, he will fix a lower price than the 
price I have put upon it. The gentleman to whom I refer is Mr. Gregg, of Eichardson and Wrench. 
You must remember that you have to take in the area of the new streets and the lane out of the Hyde 
Park block.
2846. Do you think that the buildings orected upon tbe 6 acres of land to which I have referred are 
worth more than £100,000? I should think so. The municipal assessment is a fairly good indication of 
the value of house property ; it is based upon tbe rent actually received.
2847. There are a few good buildings in the front of that block ; but behind there arc only dirty little 
two-storey terraces, and some tumble-down cottages ? There arc some good buildings there. I am quite 
satisfied that my estimate is correct, and that it will bear the closest examination. If yon take out of the 
Hyde Park block the area contained in the new streets and lane, you have only 6 acres of selling land 
left, and that is what I say is worth £178,000.
2848. Chairman.'] That would make the value of the selling land £30,000 an acre ? Yes.
2849. Mr. Black.] That is to say, about two-fifths of the entire block would be taken for streets ? Very 
nearly one-half of it would be taken for streets. There are the two new streets, the lane, and the 
continuation of Market-street to be allowed for.
2850. How wide is the lane? Twenty feet, which is the minimum width for a lane under the Act; and 
the streets are 1 chain wide, which is the minimum width for streets. The width of the streets is about 
three-fourths of the depth of the allotments.
2851. Chairman.] What is the next matter to which you wish to refer? I have here a criticism of 
Mr. Selfe’s statement as to land values and the cost of resumption for the route of the proposed city 
railway, suggested by him in comparison with those of the Hyde Park scheme.
2852. Will you read it ? Yes ; ir is as follows :—

In Mr. Solfu's statement lie estimates tiie cost ol tlio 4f acres to he taken between Devonshire-street and Elizabeth- 
street for the Hyde Park scheme at £70,000 per acre, which he states is my general estimate for citv land.

■' This

* Note {on revision):—Upon reading this Question (No. 283S) and Answer again, I find that Mr. Block in using the 
information at Questions Nos. 179G and 1797 of the inquiiy before the Koyal Commission, 1ms made the mistake of 
supposing that the ummint £12,000 or £13,000 was quoted by me as referring to the totai probable cost of new buildings 
upon an area of 1 acre 1 rood to provide equal accommodation to the present accommodation. Whereas the figures £12,009 
or £13,000 were not supplied by me at all, hut by the Government Architect, Mr. Vernon, and they do not refer to the 
probable cost of new buildings upon an area of the 1 acre 1 rood, hut to the cost of a new building to provide equal 
accommodation to that now afforded by the HiVn School building.
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j ■ Tins is not a fairway of putting it, because the £70,000 per acre includes the land as well as the buildings with
i'erdmu, which itis covered, and the 4\ acres referred to having scarcely any buildings upon it is not worth anything like that

amount, ’ "
19 Aug. ,1897. In my evidence before the Royal Commission, page 5G. Question Kb. ] ,;itS, 1 s*ate that about £20,000 per acre is

the mean of three ^ aluaitioiis by different persons of the Benevolent Asylum land, admittedly a very valuable site. These 
valuations were made by experts fnr the directors of the .Benevolent Asylum who based their claim for compensation upon 
them. Kalurally the directors would adopt a full value.

That value, vir,., £20,000 per acre would, m my opinion, be nearer the value of the 4J acres than £70,000 per acre.
4J- acres at £20,000 per acre ~ £85.000.
The 11 acres comprising the Hyde Park station site, if subdivided and sold to the best advantage, would probably 

realise £178,000. which is £10,182 per acre, not £88-730 per acre as stated by Mr. Selfe.
Thus instead of the portions of land referred to as icquired for the Hyde Park scheme being worth £1,433,000, as 

stated by Mr. Selfe, £203,000 is nearer the mark.
Note—The area to be taken for the railway station is 11 acres, not 13 acres as stated by Mr. Selfe.
To get a clear and distinct comparison, I will place the two estimates in juxtaposition ■—

d/r. Srlfe.
41 acres, lying between Devonshire-street and

Elizabeth-street ............................................. £270,500
Portion of Hyde Park —13 auies.......................... 1,1,>3,500

Mr, RminVrw.
41 acres, lying between Devon shire-street and

Elizabeth-street ............................................. £85.000
Portion uf Hyde Park—11 acres.......................... 178,000

£1,433,000 £203,000
i Add foi the ]| acre of air space in the south, 

western section of Hyde Park referred to 
below................................................................ 12,000

, £275,000
Kotk,—The area proposed for tlie openings for air spaces over the railway m the south-western section of Hyde 

Park is 1J acre. This is internal land, i emote from the street, and us it will remain open as an air space, and the taking 
of it will not obstruct the view across the Park, it is almost unnecessary to state that the value for it should not he set 
down at the same rate as that of the 11 acres for the station site which will be taken absolutely—that is £10,000 per acre. 
I think it would be fair and reasonable, if not liberal, to adopt £12,000 as the detriment resulting from the taking of this 
1J acre,
2853. Mr. Black.^ What would he the value of the 3 roods 20 perclies omitted from your calculation, 
according to Mr. Deane's figures? I stand by my area.
2854. Who supplied you with your measurements ? I made them myself.
2855. How did Mr. Deane get his ? I do not know. To continue my statement:—

- Mr. Selfe says that I estimated 30 acres of land at the “ Rocks ” suggested by him to he resumed at £30 per foot 
frontage, but ho has misunderstood what I said, for in reply to question Mo. 1790, page 80 of the report of the Royal 
Commission, I clearly state that £30 per foot is the appioximate value for the land only. In his valuation of this 30 acres 
at £396,000, Mr. Selfe led the Committee to believe that he had based his valuation upon my figures, whereas upon page 
Ko, 107, I clearly state that, based upon values ns per municipal assessments the resumption of this area (it is 24 acres, 
not 30 acres) would cost between £622,340 and £677,925 (exclusive of the 10 per cent, additional for forced sale, and com
pensation for disruption of business) plus £2,000 for the Ragged School.

Mr. Selfe bases the cost of resumption of the “Rocks " station site upon the street frontage of the land as at present, 
which he states is 13,200 feet, and then lie takes the credit of having resumed an area there of 30 acres, whereas it is only 
24 acres. So that he tries, I think rather unfairly, to present his own scheme in a favourable light.

It will be seen that when Mr. Selfe is estimating bare land proposed to be taken for the Hyde Dark scheme be 
Inflates the cost thereof by adopting the rate of valuation which should he applied if the laud were covered with buildings, 
but when he is estimating for his own scheme the value of land with buildings upon it ho adopts the rate of valuation which 
would pay for the land only'. Mr. Selfe, in reply to question Ko. 381, states that in using my figures he has adhered to 
the maxim that “what is sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander.” 1 think the figures given above prove that he has 
turned that maxim topsy-turvy.

It is necessary to draw attention in this nay to Mr, Selfe's statements, Ire cause he says that, as he is not an expert 
in land values, he has adopted those put before the Committee by me ; hut from the foregoing criticism and what is to 
follow, I think it will be perfectly clear that Mr, Selfe has not used my values fairly.

At questions 793 to 799 Mr. Selfe says that my valuation for the land is only at the rate of £74,000 per acre (which, 
of course, is not so), and that it is quite fair if he adopts the same value for the land taken from Hyde Park. He evidently 
forgot that, by parity of reasoning, in my estimate based upon municipal assessments for the 30 acres at the “ Rocks,” 
suggested by Mr. Selfe as a station site, 1 must also have allowed for land only in the approximate cost (viz., £622,340, + 
10 per cent, extra added for forced sale, = £684,574), and that if that he so, the value of the buildings would increase 
the cost of the resumption alone to considerably over £1,000,000.

When, at questions 796 to 799, Mr. Selfe states that my valuations were for the land only he appears to misunder
stand the case altogether. Such valuations for the purpose intended would be useless. Any reasonable mind should, 1 
think, understand that the object of the valuation is to show the Committee what the cost of the resumption would be for 
the property as it stands, including the land and the buildings as well where there arc any.

To show again how Mr. Selfe has under-estimated the cost of resumption of the properties which would be required 
for his scheme, let us take his proposed station site near the markets, viz., tiie block bounded by Market, Druitt, Clarence 
and Kent streets, winch contains 1'9 acres.

Mr. Selfe calls this area 2 acres, and estimates its value in common with other land at £35,000
per acre= ..............................................................................................................................................  £70,000

Whereas, by adopting the municipal assessments, which total £5,556, @ twenty years purchase,
— £111,120; and adding the customary allowance of 10 per cent, for forced sale, 1 estimate
the value of the same area at ..............................................................................................................  £122,232

To which, of course, must be added compensation for disruption of business.
Now, if we take the block to the north of that just described, through xvhich Mr. Selfe's railway would run, and 

which is bounded by King, Market, Clarence, and Kent streets, Mr. Selfe estimates the cost of resumption of whatever 
portion of this block ho would require at £35,000 per acre also, whereas by using the municipal assessments for the block, 
as described in the foregoing example, 1 estimate that it would cost £108,300 per acre. Leaving disruption of business and 
severance still to be paid for, and without adding to the cost anything for the loss arising from the Government being 
compelled, under the Public Works Act, to purchase the whole of any allotment of which they would require a portion only.

Jlfr, SW/Vs Valuation of Hyde Park Land.
Mr. Selfe values 13 acres of Hyde Park for the Hyde Park scheme at £70,000 per acre, a rate which I have shown 

to be absurd. He also values the 2 acres comprised in Wynyard-square which would bo taken in connection with his own 
scheme at the same rate. Apparently, his object is to throw a glamour of fair dealing over his own figures, but when it is 
pointed out that his extravagant valuation applies to 13 acres for the Hyde Park scheme, whereas it applies to only 2 acres 
for his own scheme, or at most to 4 acres, including the Druitt-stieet station site, it will be perceived how misleading the 
estimate is, giving a liefitious advantage to his scheme.
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I have also nn estimate of the value, based upon the present municipal assessments, of the properties
which would probably have to be resumed for Mr. Selfe’s scheme:— Perdriau.
r th® mumeipal assessments for the year ]S97-8 for tiie properties which would he required for that part 19 Ane. 1897

ot Air. belie s scheme, lying between the Darling Harbour railway at George-street and Charlotte-place, as indicated upon ’
my sketch showing Mr. Selfe’s scheme is A30,88S, which, at twenty years’ purchase, would amount to £617,760, to which 
add 10 per cent, lor forced sale, £61,770 — £670,»3G, leaving disruption of business still to be paid for, and this would be 
a very heavy item when itis remembered that the premises ate taken of such large businesses as James McEwan & Co., 
wholesale ironmongers ; A, McArthur & Co. ; Gardiner & Co. ; and Edwaids, Dunlop, & Co.’s immense new stone store in 
Kent-street; which is not yet complete.

The following churches and schools would also be taken
The Soots’ Church and Hall at Church Hill, approximate value .................................... £11 000
St. John’s R.C. Church.....................................I! ..................................................................... S^OO
St. Andrew's Scots Church ..................................................................................................... 4.500
Baptist Church and Sunday School ..............................................................................................ll'OOO
Congregational Mission Church at comer of Liverpool and Sussex streets ...................... 4,000

Total....................................................................................................  £33,000
I bate compiled two plans from the official plans in the Department, and (hey show Mr. Greenwood’s and 
Mr. Selfe s schemes as nearly as I could ascertain them, lit the present time, the Government would 
probably be compelled to treat laud affected by tunnelling in just the same way as they would have to 
treat land which they passed over on ihe surface. They might be compelled to take the whole area of 
any property tunnelled under. The areas edged blue are those which would have to be resumed for 
actual occupation by the railway, according to the slatements of Mr. Greenwood and Mr. Selfe. Mr. 
Greenwood’s scheme provides a width of 51 feet, and Mr. Selfe’s a width of t>ti feet. The red edging 
shows the extent of the land which tho Government might be compelled to resume under the law as it 
stands, I made inquiry upon this point of the Crown Solicitor’s Department, and the effect of the rejdy 
1 received was that while the Government had power to make a tunnel, it might be compelled to take the 
land under which the tunnel went,
2856. Q/iatrnttni.] Is that tbe opinion of the Crown Solicitor? That was the opinion which was obtained 
from (he Crown Solicitor’s Department.
2857. il/V, Black,'] Is there a distinct law upon the subject, or is that common law ? I believe that .
is the common law. I made inquiries in order to satisfy myself upon the point before going into the 
calculation. 1 have also here a criticism of Mr. Selfe’s statement that he makes his station site a present
to the people of Xew South Wales.
My estimate of the probable cost of the resumption of the “ Rooks” suggested by Mr. Selfe, and whichjby his scheme he 

says, 14 makes the lO-acre site for a station a gift to the Railways/’
, 1 ^|le “ Bocks ” site remaining after the station site and new roads shall have been deducted, and sug

gested by Mr. Selfe to be sold, is 8 acres, and is estimated by him at £396,000, whereas, in my opinion, based upon the best 
values m that locality, the amount would not exceed £275.000 ; for tho figures giving the result, see my evidence before the 
Royal Connmssion, = = o i j

A reasonable estimate of the cost of resumption of the " Rooks ” site is.....................................................
And tho cost of excavating the site for a station was estimated by Mr. Foxlee at ........................
ihe cost of wood-blocking and repaving the S acres of streets winch would require remaking would he 

about.................................................................

£600,000
120,000

43,560

Also the cost of replacing and rearranging, or perhaps renewing, the sewers and water and gas mains in ' 
so large an area as 30 acres in the city would be considerable. Xo such gigantic proposal has ever 
been carried out in Sydney, and I know of no precedent in this respect as to cost of such an under
taking. Compensation for the disruption of business must also be added. I shall he very much 
within the truth if I estimate these items at £30,440, which is only 6 per cent, of the cost of 
resumption ......................................................................................................................................................... 36,440

10tol .................................................................................................................................. £800,000
Tims iny opinion of the cost of the resumption, and accomplishing what Air. Selfe proposes, is about £800,000.

. , L11 L , 'le<,uot ^75,000 for the rc-sale of allotments, leaving £525,000, which, less £25,000 for the old 
material of the buildings, leaves £500,000 as the cost, according to my estimate, of the elution site, which, by an ingenious 
arrangement of figures, Air. Selfe endeavours to show ho would obtain free of cost, and present to the people of Xew South 
Wales, r 1

Note.—There are about 600 dwellings of various sizes, mostly small and very old, and £25,000 for 000 would be at 
the rate of about £42 each.

I cannot agree with Mr. Selfe when he proposes to locate the main station for the city railway in a remote part of 
the city, at the Argyle Cut. This is ancient Sydney, and was a central and important position mauv vears ago, but when 
the city spread southerly and easterly it ceased to be so: but I quite agree with him that great improvement would accrue 
by the resumption and subdivision of the 41 Rocks district according to a suitable modern design.

John Cash Xcild, Esq., M.P., sworn, and further examined:—
2SofS. C/wrwui?.] AVil) you kindly resume your statement from the point at which you were interrupted J. C. Neild, 
yesterday ? \es. Takmg the total of £456,332, the cost of my scheme, I wish 1o point out that these M. P.
figures do not provide for any compensation that may be payable iu respect of tunnelling, which involves ---- *---- .
the question of existing and perhaps future law. Whatever route is selected, it will be necessary for the 19Aug'jl897- 
work to be sanctioned by an Act of Parliament, and I cannot foretell what Parliament mav do in respect 
to amending the existing law in regard to compensation for tunnelling. As Mr. Deane‘has sun-cmsled 
in Ins evidence before the Koyal Commission, if any buildings were destroyed by the tnnnelliinr thTsnace 
above the tunnels could be built over again. _ Therefore, what has to be considered is, not so’much the 
cost of resumption, as the cost of rebuilding. This matter was fullv gone into by Mr. Deane on pafms 
2 and 3 of the evidence before the Eoyal Commission. 1 13
28u0. It is held by the law authorities in this country that tunnelling may involve tbe resumption of tbe 
surrace land. in that case the question would resolve itself into a question as to the price obtainable by 
the Government for sites above the tunnels. If the Government had to take over and pay compensation 
for land under which they tunnelled, they could undoubtedly re-sell the sites for as much as thev gave 
tor them. Everyone knows that in London tunnels run for miles under buildings of most important 

. 196—U character,
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character. Whether compensation is paid or not, the sites above the tunnels will he available for hull ings 
of great height and great weight. In. Westminster I lived in mansions seven storeys high, whic i were 
built over tunnels. . , , . ,
2860. Your contention is that even if the G-overnmeut had to pay compensation for the land under w ic 
they tunnel, it does not necessarily follow that the buildines upon that land would have to be retnoie . 
Undoubtedly. In London there arc miles and mibs of buildings erected over tunnels. ^
2861. But the tunnels might, in some cases, go under a public building or a church, and it would be 11108
difficult to arrive at a fair estimate for compensation in such a case r1 Ihe route suggested by me ^ou ^ •
not take a tunnel under any building of consequence.* On pages 2 and 8 of the Eoyal Commission s 
evidence, Mr. Deane suggests that it might be necessary to pull down buildings, the foundations ot 
which might have been injured, and that these buildings might be re-built. He suggests that they might
bo re-built and let. • • o ti +
2862. Then there is the question of loss of value from the vibration caused by passing trains . that
would not be material where the tunnels were at any reasonable depth, and were earned throng T0C' 
As regards my scheme, I admit that that part of my tunnel which passes under Pitt and Cast!ereag 
streets goes through a part of the city where there is more soil than rock, and it is quite possible t a some 
of the buildings there might be injuriously affected ; but in other places the tunnels go through solid ro< , 
and I do not think that the buildings above them would be in the least degree affected, ..
2863. Mr. Lee.~\ Anv tunnel scheme must necessarily involve more or less disturbance . kes ; but it is a
question of degree,and is impossible to foretell. I compare my estimate of cost—£1:36,332 —vvith that gnen 
by Mr. Deane for the St, James’-road scheme (questions 2464, 2505, and 2506 of the Eoyal Commission 
■evidence), namelv, £650,000. 1 omit the cost of tho offices—£65,000—because there are no offices m my
proposal; and that .makes the, total cost of Mr. Deane’s scheme £585,000. To that he proposes to add 
£100,000 to pay for 10 acres of Hyde Park, making the cost £685,000 or £220,000 more than the cshmate 
■ot my scheme at Mr. Deane’s prices. But while I load my scheme with the prospective risks ot tunnelling, J 
think that the Hyde Park scheme should be loaded with the cost ot the Benevolent Asylum grounds, an 
that it would also be a fair thing to reckon in the value of the large area of Government ground between 
Devonshire-street and Belmore Gardens. I J- chain in width, which would be occupied for railway purposes. 
Those two items arc a very fair set-off against any charge which might fall upon my scheme m connection 
with the tunnelling. The dual scheme submitted by the Eoyal Commission (vide appendix on page L4b 
of their report) is estimated to cost £650,200. L do not know whether that includes the cost 01 °lhces 
for the accommodation of the railway staff, but so far as 1 can make out from the report, it does not J na 
scheme, on the same basis of prices for works and resumptions, would cost,-in round figures, £436, 
more than my scheme, and it allows nothing for the 5 acres of Hyde Park, for the Benevolent Asy urn 
grounds, and’for the large area of Government ground at Carter’s Barracks, aud thereabouts, which would 
be taken. There are also one or two other points which I should like to mention. My scheme, at 
Mr. Deane’s prices for both work and land, is £229,000 cheaper than Mr. Deane’s Hyde Bark scheme, 
omitting office buildings, and is £391,000 cheaper than Mr. Deane’s dual scheme, and the latter, while 
taking 5 acres from Hyde Park, allows nothing for it. The expense of rebuilding injured buddings (my 
scheme) could not amount to tbe cost of Benevolent Asylum land resumption (Mr. Deane) and my scheme 
.avoids the destruction of Government land between Devonshire-street and Belmore Park. My scheme 
gives opportunity for a tunnel to Circular Quay, equally with Mr. Deane’s scheme, bub also gives oppor
tunity for connection with a North Shore bridge, which Mr. Deane’s does not. It also^ gives an equal or 
rather a superior connection with the eastern suburbs. On the plan before tbe Committee,! have shown 
by a dotted red line the route of a possible future extension to tbe Circular Quay, which c°d]d be 
•easily arranged, and of a lr take-off” for a lino crossing to tbe North Shore, by means or a bridge, it is 
just as easy to go to the Circular Quay or to the North Shore from the High School site as to go rrom 
St. James’-road, and an extension to the eastern suburbs could be more conveniently made near the 
junction of St. Mary’s-road and ’Wbolloomooloo-street than from St.. James’-road and would avoid a great 
length of tunnel. My scheme gives three stations instead of one; it gives much greater convenience .0 
Urntravelling public, viz., at both sides of the city, it avoids the annoyance of a huge terminal station in
the centre of the city, and avoids the destruction of Hyde Park, rr i ?
2<'64. I do not think you explained exactly how you proposed to get from Eedfern to Darling Harbour.
I propose to go by way of the existing line. I have heard that line is deemed rather steep. 1 do not 
know wbat tbe grade is ; but if it is a grade over which heavy goods trains can be worked, passenger- 
carriages could certainly be hauled over it. On the other hand, if it is alleged to be too steep tor 
passenger traffic, about half a mile of resumption, half a chain wide, will be required for the construction
of a new line. ■ ' . ,
2865. You would have to go back some distance ? It would be an advantage to my scheme to have, ane 
line from the Eedfern yard, because then you would not have to “ take off,’’ to follow, my route, irom a 
point so near the water, and would consequently have more “ head ” for clearing the railway-sheds, and an
easier grade to the Town Hall site. _!T , o t th +2866. Butit would be necessary to go under George-street to get down to Darling Harbour t Hi tnat
case you would have to start further back, just as in the Hyde Park scheme—you “ take off a little 
further back in order to clear Devonshire-street. I have not the details of the levels of the Eedtern yard; 
but it seems an extraordinary thing that if all the goods traffic of the Colony is worked over the Darling
Harbour line a few passenger trains could not he run over it. , „ , . _ , .
2867. “Where do you propose to have your Central Station ? . I do not propose to have a Central station
at all. My main station would be situated in Cook and Phillip Parks. . _
2868. Of necessity there must be a station where the long-distance traffic can start from and arrive. 
Thatis what I am comingto. At this main station I propose to have an “ island” platform for suburban 
traffic, and to use the side platforms for the long-distance traffic. The long-distance trams will be able to
remain at the side platforms, and it wilt he easy to load mails and luggage.
2869. Mr. Wright.'] Have you gone into questions of grade ? I have gone into that question to this 
extent, that I know- pretty well what the grades are from the evidence which has been taken by the Eoyal
Commission. , ,
2870. Can you tell the Committee what will be the height of your Town Hall Station above high-water
mart ? I have not the figures with me ; hut, as nearly as I can remember, somewhere between 40 and 
50 feet. 2871'

Note (ore revision):—Except the New Markets and Mint,
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2S71. Tour next station will be a daylight station between Elizabeth, Market, and Castlereagh streets ? Neild,
Tes, at the level proposed by Mr. Deane; that is, 19 or 20 feet below the surface. That will enable me • •
to pass under Market-street. ioT~t9Q7
2872. What will be the height of that station above high-water mark? About 60 feet. The grade U®'’ '
between the “ take-off” at Macarthur-street and .King-street will not be anything worse than 1 in 66.
2873. W hat is the length, in chains, from your proposed station behind the Town Hall to your proposed
station at Market-street ? Twenty-two chains. *
2874. You pass over Darling Harbour ;—from that point to Market-street you have to climb up some 20 
feet ? If 1 remember aright, the surface level at the site of my proposed King-street station is 80 feet; 
aud, as tbe rails will be 20 feet below the surface, they will be 60 feet above high-water mark. From my 
“take-off” at llnenrthur-street I have 3-5 chains to the Town Hall station. There are 10 chains at tbe 
Town Hall station, and then J have 22 chains of tunnel to get to the south side of Market-street. That 
makes 67 chains altogether ; so that I have a rise of less than 1 foot to the chain, even if I start at 
Macarthur-street at the water’s level; but I start from a point 15 feet above water-level, so that I have a 
very flat line.
2875. What I was anxious to find out was the difference in elevation between your first and second
stations? Well, I may say that I have gone carefullv over the ground. It is 20 feet, I am not guessing 
at anything. *
28/6. Can you tell me the difference in level between your Market-street station and your third station ?
That is at Cook and Phillip Parks. That station will be midway between tho highest and lowest points in 
those parks which, according to Mr. Deane’s figures, would be at a level 18 feet 6 inches below College- 
street. Therefore, the third station would be almost on the same level as the Market-street station. If 
there was any difference in level it would be only a few feet.
2877. Have you had your figures as to grades, elevations, and so forth, cheeked by any professional man ;— 
have your estimates been prepared by a professional man, or are they your own deductions from informa
tion received? The figures are taken from Mr. Deane’s evidence, and I have used the estimates which he 
has supplied. Of course, I have been able to get no valuation from Mr. Deane of the 5 chains behind 
the Town Hall which 1 would resume; but, as I have put down £24,750 for that land, I do not think 
anyone would increase my estimate of its value.
2S7S. i ou say that the Cook and Phillip Parks station would be on the same level as the Market-street 
station ? I believe that the levels of the two stations would be almost identical. Anyhow, the distance 
between the two is a good many chains, and that would enable you to nrovide against a considerable 
difference in level. ■"
2879. You could, if necessary, drop a foot per chain, and still have a fair grade? Certainly ; I do not 
think one in 66 is a had grade for a passenger line. J
2886. AVhere would ho your next station ? That is my last station. I originally suggested a station at 
the foot of Oxford-street; but I find that that station would only be 16 chains away from the Cook and ‘ 
Phillip Parks station, and I do not think that you could have trains stopping at such short distances.
2881. You contend that upon your proposed line you could provide a two-and-a-hulf-miimte service of
trains? With trains following each other every five minutes each way, you would have a two-and-a-balf- 
minute service. *
2882. The loading and unloading of long-distance trains takes from twenty minutes to half an hour ?
Exactly ; and therefore 1 have provided extra platforms at the Cook and Phillip Parks station.
2883. How many platforms have you provided for the long-distance traffic ? Two, each 10 chains long,, 
aud, as the engine and tender would overrun the platform, you would have more available length than in 
a “ dead-eud ” station with platforms 700 feet long,
2884. You think that in this way all the requirements of the traffic can be met ? Yes.
2885. Your depot would still bo at Eedfern ? For marshalling trains.
2886. And for surplus rolling-stock ? Yes. The trains would be made up there.
2887. Y ou have apparently given this matter a great deal of thought ? Yes ; aud J. have gone over my 
calculations in half a dozen different ways, to be perfectly sure that the figures are accurate. I have 
“ proved ” them, as the schoolboy phrase goes, in every possible way. Whenever any doubt has arisen,.
1. have given it against my scheme.
2888. You think that your scheme will bear the scrutiny of professional men ? I believe that it will.
Of course, I am not a professional engineer, and an engineer will be able to find some crudities some
where; hut they will not he of much importance. They will not be in regard to grade, or feasibility, and 
they may be the result of prejudice. '
2889. A traffic expert would he the man to determine the question of feasibility? He would be guided,
I assume, by a constructing expert,
2890. Not in regard to traffic matters? Well, to answer that question with any degree of positiveness,

1 should have to be a traffic expert myself.
2891. When the light of day, in tbe form of criticisms by engineers and traffic experts, is thrown upon your 
scheme, it may not prove as good a one as you imagine it to be ? Of course. One side of a story is always 
good until tbe other is told. I think that the aim of the Committee is to ascertain from a standpoint 
other than that of professional skill, whether the proposal is a good one. I think that in times past the 
Committee has expressed opinions differing from professional opinions. If a non-professional body may 
bold opinions diverse from those of professional men, I suppose it is equally competent for professional 
authorities to hold opinions adverse to the work of laymen.
2892. Mr. Fegan.] 1 did not understand you to say that you proposed to interfere with, or to remodel 
the arrangements of tlie present Eedfern station? I have not heard any technical evidence as to the 
necessity for alteration in order to improve the grade upon the Darling Harbour branch. In the absence 
of information upon that point I can say nothing. That is an engineering detail with which Mr. Deane 
alone is probably competent to deal.
2893. You would still retain Eedfern station as a depot ? Just as Eveleigh at tbe present time answers 
tbe purposes of Eedfern.
2894. All your marshalling would be done there? Yes.
2895. But both long-distance and suburban traffic would be taken over the circular line? Yes ; a train
coming into Eedfern on the western side would run round easterly, and a train coming round on the 
eastern side would run round westerly. 2896.
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2896. There would be no inconvenience upon holidays or at other times when the traffic was abnormal? 
s(!-i ■ • Ifo; there would never be any block. You could range one train after another if necessary.

19Au"A""l89Y ^otI Relieve that your scheme is better than a ‘‘dead-end” scheme? Certainly, because of the
’’ /l shunting which it uill save. You will not have to shunt once in twenty-four hours.

2898. Directly the passengers leave the trains the trains will go on again ? Yes ; the trains will keep 
on moving ahead. In London, on the underground railways, they run trains every three minutes.
2899. Without any inconvenience ? Certainly; one train is not allowed to leave a station until the 
station ahead has “ rung up.”
2900. Have you given the cost of your various stations ? I have put down d@l70 per running yard for 
my stations.
2901. But one of the stations will be larger than the other two ;—do yon allow for that ? I have averaged 
the cost of the stations. After making the line right through, I have allowed £00,000 for platforms, 
roofing, and sundry expenditure m connection with the stations.
2902. You do not make any provision for offices for the administrative slafE ? Yo ; I leave that out of 
my scheme, because it has already been left out of some of the schemes subtnitfed to you.
2903. You think there is no necessity for making new itrovision, since the officers are already provided 
for? It might be convenient to make new provision : it cannot be necessary. As 1 do not propose to 
occupy, with my station, anything like the nholo of tho block owned by the Government at the High 
School site, there would be plenty of room for tho construction of offices there, or they might be built at 
Cook and Phillip Parks, and form part of the main station.
2901. Have you made any provision for emergencies in this direction? Certainly. With reference to 
the question of cost, may I point out that my scheme is so much less expensive than Mr. Deane’s, because 
he requires a six-line track, while I require only a two-line track. Mr. Deane resumes a width of 100 
feet for six tracks. I propose to resume a width of 33 feet for two tracks. In estimating cost, I divide 
Mr. Deaue’s prices by two, because I have been unable to ascertain from his evidence whether he charges 
the same price for putting down four iines of rails as he charges for putting down six lines of rails.
2905. What provision have you made for an extension to tho eastern suburbs ? All proposed future 
extensions are shown on the map by dotted red lines.
2906. You believe that your scheme will give greater convenience in working than the proposed scheme, 
and will effect a great saving in construction ? Necessarily. It gives you three stations instead of one, 
it servos both sides of the city, and it has a station as central as the St. James’-road station.
2907. Do you believe it to he a fault in the St. .Tames’-road scheme that no second station is provided for ? 
If there is no second station between Devonshire-street and St. James’-road, a large part of the traffic 
will get out at Eedfern, and go into town by tram or ’bus.
2908. It was suggested that a station might be made at Liverpool-stroet? Yes ; and in tho same way, I 
could put a station at Liverpool-street, and with less expense, because my station would only have to

' provide for two lines, while Mr. Deane’s station would haxe to provide for six.
2909. How much of Phillip Park do you take? I pike 2 acres of Phillip Park, and 2 acres of Cook Park.
2910. How much of Hyde Park do you take? A strip 12 feet wide, aud about 15 chains long. I cross 
Belmore Gardens on a viaduct.
2911. You do not take any part of Belmore Gardens ? No; I cross one side of it with a viaduct 22 
feet or 24 feet wide. The St. James’-road scheme viaduct would cross the middle of Belmore Gardens. 
The portion of Belmore Gardens which would bo covered by my viaduct would be about half an acre. 
Mr. Deane’s would cover 1J- acre. Then I take about an acre of tho Domain.
2912. Altogether, you take about 5-*- acres of park land? Call it 6 acres.
2913. That would not interfere much with the facilities for public recreation offered by these parks? 
No ; it would scarcely be possible to design a scheme which would interfere less. I merely skirt one end 
of the Domain, I skirt one side of Hyde Park, and I skirt one side of Belmore Gardens. Of course, I 
materially interfere with Cook and Phillip Parks, but they are so little used that 1 do not think there can 
be any grievance about that.
2914. Can you tell us what would he a fair charge to impose upon railway passengers using the proposed 
extension iu order to obtain interest upon the capital expended, The Commissioners say that a charge of 
1-n-d. for the return journey would pay interest upon the cost of their scheme ? IVeli, as my scheme would 
cost only two-thirds of the amount which the Hyde Park scheme would cost, if the interest upon the 
Hyde Park scheme could be met by a charge of K-d., the interest upon the cost of my scheme could be

’ met by a charge of Id.
2915. Have you gone into the matter? Not more than that. It is not necessary, because I accept the 
Commissioners’ figures. I think thatis the fairest thing to do iu order to make a comparison.

FRIDAY,
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The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the Eailway system of tho Colony from 
the present terminus at Eedfern into the city, including the erection of a largo Central Station in the 
north-xvesteni division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.1 O

Henry Deane, Enginecr-in-Cbicf, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, sworn, and
further examined:—

2916. Chairman.'] Since last you were here, Mr. Deane, several matlers have been referred fo you for H. Deane, 
consideration;—which are you prepared to deal with first? If you will allow me, I should like to make ^
two or three remarks upon Mr. Meild’s criticisms of my criticism, wherein he is wrong upon two or three20 Aug .ISOT. 
points. He challenged the length given by me of Cook and Phillip Parks along College-street. You will 
remember that it was only roughly measured from the plan as 600 feet. Mr. Perdriau gives it as 635 feet.
As a matter oi fact, one park overlaps the other. But if the actual length is only Jo feet more than the 
length 1 gave, it is not very much, considering that mine was only based upon a scale measurement of the 
map. With regard to Air. Hcild’s statement that I said that a platform 700 feet long would extend under 
the Museum at one end and St. Mary’s Cathedral at the other, I think if you refer to my evidence, you 
will see that I spoke of the station, the length of tthieh has been referred to as 1,120 feet—the distance 
between Rt. James’-road and Park-street. I assumed that Mr. Eoild’s station would be more or less 
])aralicl to College-street, because, iu his description of his scheme, he said that it would be a central 
station, which I concluded to mean a large station where all the traffic would be dealt with. As regards 
the fall from College-street down into Woolloomooloo, what I pointed out was, not that the inclination 
was the objection, but that the difference of level was the objection. I also pointed out that Cook and 
Phillip Parks had not the right shape for a railway station. The area would bo nearly sufficient, if you 
could adjust it; but there is too much breadth‘for the length. 1 have looked at Mr. Keild’s modified 
scheme, and it appears to me that there are a number of objeclions to it. In the first place, I find that the 
proposed curves are impossible. To get 10-chain curves, which are the worst that one could do with.it would 
be necessary totakc the line round by the route which I have indicated on the pi an by pencil lines. Of couise, 
that is not a very serious matter, and on Mr. Heild’s plan (he route is only roughly sketched out. 'With 
regard to levels, however, 1 would point out that the level of Sussex-street, where Mr. Keild’s line crosses, is 
30 feet above high water, while the rail-level there would he 18 feet above tbe road-level, or (say) 48 feet 
above high-water mark. Tho road-level at the corner of Bathurst and Kent streets is 53 feet. Mr. Keild’s 
line goes under those streets, which would make his rail-level about 35 feet. The difference between 48 
feet and 35 feet is 13 feet, which means that the line would have to descend 13 feet in a length of 400 feet— 
a grade of about 1 in 31. Then, at. the corner of ‘Woolloomooioo-street. and St. Mary’s-road the road-level 
is 36 feet. The rail-level would be IS feet above that, or (say) 54 feet. For the station, assuming that it 
would be on a grade of not more than 1 in 300, that would give 57 feet for the rail-level under Park-street.
Where the line would cross Boomerang-street the level is about 60 feet, so that Boomerang-slrect would have 
to be diverted. Yon could not get over Woolloomooioo-street and under College-street without diverting 
Boomerang-street. Air. Neild proposes to take bis line under the new markets. The level of tho junction 
of Clarence and Druitt streets is 53 feet, so that his rail-level there would he (say) 35 feet. Eoad-level 
at York-street, where his line would cross, is 69 feet, and the level of George-street about 68 feet. I have 
assumed that the foundations of the market buildings arc 20 feet below the street-level. I do not know 
that that is quite correct, but I think it is somewhere near the mark.* If tbe rail-level there were 35 feet, 
the level of the lop of the lunnel would bo (say) 55 feet, so that the top of the tunuel would be 7 feet 
above tbe foundations of tbe markets. Of course the construction might be made a little shallower, but it 
is quite evident that it would be an awkward piece of work. I do not think you could get the line under 
the markets. There is another difficulty I find with regard to the levels. The rail-level at tho corner of 
College and Park streets would be 57 feet. At the crossing of Alacquarie-strcct beyond the Park tho 
street-level is 75 feet. As tho line would have to cross over that street, the rail-level at the place of 
crossing would he 93 feet, making a difference of 36 feet in a length of 1,800 feet, or a grade of 1 in 50.
I find, too, that the height of the viaduct at the north-east corner of Belmore Park, giving a grade of 1 in 
66 from Alacquarie-streetdown, would be 45 feet. This Is high, but, of course, by no means prohibitive.
Where we cross with the Departmental line, Goulburn-street is the critical point, and Goulburn-street is much 
lower there thanat any other point. Mr.Neild’sscheme,in common with Mr. Greenwood’s and other schemes, 
provides for the working of traffic round a loop, which I have already shown to be impracticable, Our trains 
are fixed for certain times of running: they have to work to a time-table. The ease here would not be the same 
as the case on the metropolitan railways iu London, where the trains simply run round and round every 
few minutes. Consequently, here one of the stations would have to he fixed upon as a place where the 
trains could stop for a longer or shorter time. That station would be practically a terminus, and you 
would require extra accommodation there. With Air. Neild’s scheme the lines going down to Darling 
Harbour, and forming the western side of the loop, would he on a grade of 1 in 40, and the trains passing 
over those lines would practically not enter Eedfern station at all, because the Darling Harbour branch is 
partly in tunnel and partly in cutting, and descends from Eedfern yard at a point a good way beyond the 
platforms, and there is no possibility of making a stopping-place on the steep grade near George-street.

Only
*Note (oil revision)The City Architect tells me that this depth may he taken as 22 feet, which would make the , 

interference greater. "
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H. Deane, Only the trains working on the eastern side of the loop could use Hedfern station. It seems to me that 
Mr. Xcild’s scheme would not accommodate the long-distance trains and the semi-suburban traffic from 

20 Aug., 1897. places ]j]fe tho Mountains and Moss Vale. Those trains would not be wanted to run around the loop, but
would have to stop somewhere. Another objection to the loop is that it would reverse the position of the
carriages each trip, The Commissioners so arrange their trains now' that the first-class carriages are at 
the Sydney end, and the second-class carriages at the other end. If the trains were run round the pro
posed loop this position would be reversed each time. To keep the carriages in proper position would
necessitate shunting at Homebush, Parramatta, or Hurstville, as the case might be, and I have little 
hesitation in saying that there is not room for that shunting at those places.
2917. Afr. J'byaM,] But really that would not matter much ? I am informed by the Commissioners that 
it would matter a great deal. They have adopted this arrangement in order to save time, by preventing 
confusion. At the present time people using the two classes know exactly where to look for the carriages 
by which they want to travel. If the carriages were mixed up, people would be running from one end of 
the stafion to the other to find their right carriage. People would come into collision with each other, 
and there would be confusion and great loss of time.
2918. Mr Black.'] Do you not think that the Department might adopt a common-sonse arrangement and 
have the carriages painted in different colours, or hang out bannerets, so that people could tell 59 or 100 
yards away what class they were ? That might be done. At the present time I think there are boards 
put up on the platforms telling passengers where each class of carriages will stop. Mr. Neild’s scheme 
does not give anything like the accommodation given by the Departmental scheme.
2919. Mr. Hoskins.] Do yon know whether persons who have houses or warehouses built over the tunnels 
on the London underground railway were entitled by law to compensation because of the tunnelling? I 
am not quite sure. 1 think there was a provision made for what is called an “easement” in some 
instances ; hut I should not like to make a definite statement on the subject.
2920. Do you not know that a considerable amount of compensation had to be paid in numbers of eases 
for alleged damage to foundations from vibration? Tes, I believe that that was so. Ono other 
point in connection with Mr. Neild’s scheme is that it is essentially a tunnel scheme, and J have already- 
pointed out the objection to tunnels. Of course, I have had to esamiue this scheme rather hurriedly, 
and there might be some differences of detail which could be improved or otherwise arranged ; but, in the 
main, I think that my objections are correct. In fact, I think that the difficulties would be rather more 
than I have made them to appear. "Where you have to deal with a steep street, it is more difficult to arrange 
for a good grade than u'here you are dealing with a level street or a street with only a slight incline. 
Ton cannot touch the grade of a steep street. If you want to raise it, you steepen the grade below the 
crossing; if you want to lower it, you steepen it above the crossing. Then, too, when crossing a steep 
street you must get your headway not on the centre line, but ou the lower side, which may considerably 
throw out your calculations.
292], Chairman^] With regard to the matter of curves in connection with Mr. Neild’s scheme, it is 
hardly worth while particularising it ? No, except that there would be a very tight fit coming round by 
the Town Hall. I am not at all sure that the line could be taken in that way.
2922. Jn the Domain you could get over tho objection ? Tes.
2923. Mr. Hoskins.] Do you not think that the Municipal Council would offer objections to the taking 
of the railway under the foundations of the Town Hall, or of the market buildings? I should think 
they would object to a railway going under the market buildings. Of coure, the line would have to be 
kept clear of the foundations of the Town Hall.
2924. Okairman.] Would not that involve expensive resumptions ? It looks as if you could just squeeze 
the line iu without interfering with the Town Hall, but I am not quite certain that it is possible. A scheme 
of th;s kind requires to be worked out in detail at certain points before you can make sure whether it 
would be practicable. Ton cannot judge from a mere sketch. For that reason I hare not raised any 
objection in regard to the matter of clearing the Town Hall site, although that would be a difficulty.
2925. Ton have given the scheme the benefit of the doubt ? Tes ; I base my objections to it upon the

* difference of levels and the difficulty of working traffic over such a line.
2920. Mr. Trickcfi.] Several circular lines have been suggested to us, and it has been proposed that 
trains should run round both ways ;—how do you view that proposal? 1 do not think it would be at all 
a suitable arrangement. As I have already pointed out in this particular case, trains running down the 
Darling Harbour branch could not possibly stop at Eedfern station, because the line is on a steep grade, 
and does not emerge from a deep cutting until it gets to the Eveleigh end of the Eedfern platforms.
2927. But, apart from that difficulty, would it be practicable to run trains round the loop in both 
directions ? Ton mean if that difficulty were got over? ’
2928. Tes? It would be possible; but'it would bo necessary to fix upon one station for a terminal 
station, where the trains could stop and wait for time. On the London Metropolitan Eailway, which 
with the Metropolitan District Eailway forms a complete loop, tbe trains run round and round in 
opposite directions continuously; there is no time-table required. They run every three minutes, or 
perhaps oftener. No trains coming from outside that loop run on to that loop. They in every case come 
to a terminal station.
2929. For the inerely city traffic, I can see that the loop could be used; but do you think it would be 
desirable to work on to it the whole of the suburban and up-country traffic ? No; that could not bo done 
conveniently.
2930. When a long-distance train arrives, a considerable amount of time is occupied in getting rid of the 
passengers and putting out goods and luggage ;—would not that interfere with the other traffic on the 
loop if we ran all these trains into the city ? Tou could get over that difficulty if you had a large enough 
station where you could run the long-distance trains into separate docks ; but you would require a great 
deal more room to do that than seems to be provided anywhere.
2931. Such an arrangement is practicable, but it would require a very large amount of room? Tes. 
Cook and Phillip Parks would be a very inconvenient site for a central station. 1 think passengers would 
just as soon stop at Eedfern as be landed there.
2932. Tour great objection to that siteisthatthe ground is sloping? Thatis to say, the difference of levels. 
One end of the station would be in a deep cutting, while the other would be lifted right up. It would, 
be a frightfully expensive station.

2933*
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■2933. Ton think that the plan of running trains round a loop in opposite directions would entail consider- H. Deane.
able expense ? Tou would havu to treat the lines as the separate prongs of a fork, which happened to
meet at the further end. They would have to he worked separately. 20Aug.,1897.
2934. As two separate systems ? Tes. The convenience would be that all the trains would start from
the same station, the central station that I speak of being the terminus of both systems. The idea of
running in from the suburban lines right round tho citv continuously is impracticable.
2933. Except for suburban traffic ? It is not practicable for suburban traffic. If the Committee want 
further information upon this subject, I would recommend them to call the traffic officers, who would be 
-able to explain the matter more fully.
2930. The difficulty is not au engineering one, but one of praclioal working ? Tes. These difficulties of 
working must be considered by the engineers in designing a line. I have not said anything with regard to 
Utr. Horbury Hunt’s condemnation of the Departmental scheme. I worked out the slation arrangements 
after repeated consultations wiih the late Chief Commissioner, and T do not think there is anybody in 
Sydney besides Sir. Hunt who would so severely condemn any arrangements which the late Chief 
■Commissioner had expended so much thought aud time upon. .
2937. Mr. Hoskins.] Do you think that you have provided sufficient room to allow people to enter and 
leave the proposed station conveniently ? Tea ; I have provided quite as much as is usually provided in 
connectiou with similar stations elsewhere. I think I explained that matter fully last, lime I wjjs here.
I understand that it is thought that there may occasionally be a block at the new station, just as there is 
nowr at Eedfern at times on that part of the platform opposite the indicators, I would point out, however, 
that people congregate on that part of the Eedfern platform, because there is no other place for them to 
go. The people you see there are waiting for their friends, getting information about trains, collecting 
luggage, passing from one platform to another, and, consequently, the space is often very crowded, and 
considerable confusion exists. Hut when people arrive at 1he proposed new station, they will go at once
into the station. All that the openings will be required for will be to admit the public into the station, or ‘
to provide moans of exit. They will not be required to give standing room for persons waiting about.
There will be a large platform inside the building and under the roof, 60 feet wide, where people will go 
to obtain information about trains, to collect luggage, and so on.
2938. The opponents of the St. ,!ames’-road scheme say that there will be a very deep cutting, and a 
very awkward one, on the eastern face of the proposed station, which will create an obstacle to traffic and 
greatly disfigure the place;—is it not the ease, however, that you propose to give a, very easy approach to 
tho eastern side of the station, and that there will be no disfigurement ? Tes; that is so. There will be 
no disfigurement, and everything will bo sightly, if not ornamental. -
2939. Mr. £ee.] Do you want to add anything to your evidence in regard to the necessity of increasing 
the approaches to the proposed new station ? X think I sufficiently dealt with that matter when I was 
here before. I then showed the Committee the lithographed plan of the new G-reat Eastern Eailway station 
at Liverpool-street, London, where they run 100,000 people in and out every day—a traffic vastly larger 
than the traffic which we have to deal with at Eedfern. Hot only are the means of ingress and egress 
provided there no greater than I have provided at St. James'-road, but the streets round about, as every 
■one must know who has seen the London streets, are narrow and crowded. It will be seen from the 
arrangements connected with that station that the difficulties supposed to exist at St. James’-road are 
merely imaginary.
2940. Chairman.] It has been proposed to improve the approaches to St. James’-road station either by 
widening Market-street or by continuing St, James’-road into Castlereagh-street;—which would you 
prefer ? My suggestion is to make an approach through from Castlereagh-street.
2941. Mr. Hoskins.] And to round off the corners of tho streets P Tes.
2942. Chairman.] Tou would round off the corners of Market-street as well ? Tes ; I see no objection 
to that. I would make everything as convenient as possible.
2943. Mr. Black.] I should like to know how you are going to avoid at St. James’-road the dangers which 
now exist at Eedfern ? That is a traffic matter which I thought I had already explained sufficiently.
Perhaps not being a traffic officer I have not been able to explain it properly. If the Committee would 
not mind calling a traffic officer to explain it, I think it would be better. I thought the Committee had 
had the benefit of Mr. Parry’s explanation of the difficulties now existing at Eedfern yard.
2944. ITe know what the difficulties are at Eedfern, but I do not know why there would not be similar 
■difficulties at Hyde Park? At Hyde Park you have greater length. Tou have about 1,900 feet there 
from the outside points to the ends of the platform. At Eedfern you have only about 800 feet.
2945. Tou told me that the distance from St. James’-road to Park-street was 1,150 feet ? The outside 
points are further out from the platforms than Park-street.
2946. But the lines begin to narrow in before you get to Park-street, and consequently there is the danger
inseparable from the crossing of trains ; you have already told us that between Devonshire-street and the 
Eedfern tunnel there is more room in which to avoid that danger P The clear space at Eedfern is only 
about 800 feet. Tou cannot go back to tbe tunnel, because there are other roads coming in before you 
get to the tunnel. The amount of clear space available for passenger traffic going into the station at 
Eedfern is only 800 feet. At Hyde Park you have only passenger traffic to deal with, and you will have 
much greater length. Then, too, the engine "roads” which will be provided will render it unnecessary to 
shunt trains ever other lines in order to get the engines which have brought them in away from the 
platform. ’
2947. As I understand your explanation, at Eedfern you have more operations than you would have at 
St. James’-road—it is not that there is any structural deficiency at Eedfern? Tes ; there is a structural 
deficiency at Eedfern. The design of the roads at Hyde Park was decided upon after consultation with 
bhe late Chief Commissioner, and he was perfectly satisfied with it. The traffic officers are, of course, 
responsible for the method of work adopted.

David Kirkcaldie, Chief Traffic Manager, Department of Eailways, sworn, and further examined :—
2948. Chairman.] Have you had an opportunity of looking into Mr. Neild’s scheme? Tes; I saw it D.
about an hour ago. Kirkcaldie.
2949. Are you prepared to express an opinion with regard to it? Tes. I scarcely think it is a practic- _
able scheme. Apart from any engineering difficulties which may exist, there will be some difficult209‘- 

■ gradients

i



446

lt*0 ■ ' PARLIAMENTAHY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

KirkoaWie Srfl(iiorlts to contend Mrith. First of all, Mr. Neild proposes to go down the Darling Harbour branch on
_ i A ^ ‘ 11 ?PRde of 1 in 40. I understand, too, that there are some heavy grades between Darting Harbour and

20Au<r. 1897, Kmg-street. Mr. Neild, 1 believe, proposes to run some trains on to tho loop on the Darling Harbour 
B ’ sid®! ;ln<l others on the Hedfern side. That would mean, of course, that all the trains entering on the 

Darling Harbour side would miss Jiedfern Station altogether, because the commencement of tbe Darling 
Harbour branch is just at the mouth of the tunnel—a long distance from the station, Consequently, this 
arrangement would render the present Hedfern platforms valueless. The only platforms that could be 
used would bo two entirely new ones on the eastern side into which trains coming or going via AVoolloo- 
mooloo on the eastern side of the loop could run, I understand, too, that Mr. Neild proposes to have
only a double line of rails. tVe could not conduct our traffic on two lines of rails. His proposed
uTaiigements would bj admirable enough lor a circular line where trains can run in regular periods, 
hut we have to deal with trains coming from the west, tbe north, and the south, with trains going to 
Parramatta and making their first stop at Strathfield, and with other trains stopping at every station. To 
have all these trains running round a loop would mix up the traffic so much that it would create the 
greatest confusion. Ou the eastern side of Hedfern yard, we now deal with the whole of the hay, straw, 
chaff, and produce traffic ; but if the proposed scheme were carried out, that traffic would have to be 
removed^to some other place, though we are pretty well crowded out at Darling Harbour now.
2950. Would it bo possible to deal with all the suburban traffic on two lines of rails, leaving tho long
distance traffic at Hedfern ? No. Our suburban traffic is so arranged that through trains for Strathfield 
often pass other trains going to Strathfield, but stopping at intermediate stations. The proposal made by 
Mr. Neild would, in effect, briug the traffic off four or six lines of rails on to two linos, which would 
immediately congest it. It would be of no use having four linos of rails beyond Hedfern if you only had 
two lines to the city. * *
2951. A loop having only two lines of rails would be valueless ? Two lines of rails would not carry the traffic.
2952. Mr. TrickettIt is proposed that some of the trains shall enter the loop on tho Darling Harbour 
side, and that others shall cuter it on the eastern side, running round it iu the reverse direction ? 
Theoretically that arrangement may appear very good, but it would never be practicable.
2951. "Why ? Because people coming into or leaving the city for tho proposed station at St. James’-road. 
would have to be carried right round by Woolloomooloo.
2954. But tho city traffic could come in on the Darling Harbour side of the loop? The trains are so
numerous during the busy hours of the day that they could not follow round rapidly enough ou a double 
line of rails. "
2955. With a double line of rails this scheme is impracticable ? I think so, absolutely.
2959. It would not admit of trains being rim in opposite directions at short intervals? Trains could be 
run at short intervals, but the traffic is too great for a double line of rails.
29;57. With a sufficient number of rails, you could carry out the arrangement? Yes ; but there would 
still bo the objection that you would be carrying the great bulk of tbe city traffic right round by 
Woolloomooloo.
2958. Would it tend to confusion if you had the trains running in opposite directions? I am sure it 
would. Another objection to the scheme is that there is no place for storing trains. Presumably a train 
coming on the loop on the Darling Harbour side would have to run round 10 Hedfern, although it might 
not be required after it reached St. James’-road. Then, by aud-bye, when it is wanted again to fill up at 
St. James’-road it would have to be run round the loop a second time.
2959. You have had a great deal of experience in managing traffic; you have visited other countries, and 
I suppose you have read a good deal about traffic management;—do you kuow of any place where the 
traffic is carried on in the method proposed ?■ No.
2960. You think that such an arrangement would lead to very great confusion ? I am sure it would. It 
would also lead to great dissatisfaction to the public.
2901, On the London underground railways the trains run in reverse directions ? Yes; but that is 
altogether a different thing. If you made this simply a circular railway you could run the trains upon it 
as they do in London. ^
2962. A circular railway is only suitable for the traffic running in the circle itself—it cannot be connected 
with outside suburban traffic and long-distance traffic ? A circular railway is suitable only for dealing 
with a regular traffic—something like our own tram traffic.
2963. Traffic independent of main or trunk linos ? Yes.
2964. Mr. llumphcrit?. Would it be practicable to treat tbe whole of the traffic when it reached the Hedfern 
station as a local traffic ? It would be possible, but it could not be dealt with so satisfactorily. It would 
mean that the trains would have to follow each other at certain intervals, say every three or four minutes. 
That would only allow you to deal with about sixteen or seventeen trains an hour.
2965. How many trains do you deal with now in the busiest hours of the day ? On the 22nd June last
we dealt with on an average thirty-six trains an hour in and out for nine hours—that is, from 4 o’clock in 
the afternoon until 1 o'clock on the following morning. In the busy times of an ordinary day we deal 
with upwards of twenty trains an hour inwards. We could not deal with that number of trains upon two 
sets of rails, even if they stopped at every station. In London if they deal with about sixteen trains an 
hour on one line they think they do very well. They have tried as many as seventeen, and even eighteen, 
but they have been found to be too many. '
2960. If the trains were marshalled at Eedfern, would some of the passengers have to get out at Eedfern, 
and go on into the city by other trains? Yes. The train which would go round the loop on the western 
side would not touch Eedfern at all. Trains coming in from Woolloomooloo would scop at the platforms 
on tho eastern side of the Eedfern station.
2967. Chiirman^] Yon have a full knowledge of the traffic coming into Eedfern, and you state that it is 
not possible to carry it round (he proposed loop on two lines of rails ? I do.
2968. Mr. Fegan^] Last time you were here I asked you if there were not a possibility of a mistake at 
Eedfern where you had a man on the ground repeating the signals to the men in the boxes ? Yes; there 
is a possibility.
2969. And a probability ? Yes ; and a probability,
2970. Had you not to make these effective arrangements because of the small amount of space you have 
at Eedfern ? You mean the arrangements in connection with the employment of ground signalmen.

2971.
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1 do not think so.
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2971. Tes ? No: ground signalmen were first put on because engines frequently got up into the tunnel,
and it was thought that the signalmen in the boxes might forget that they were there. . The ground-men Kirkcaldie. 
were appointed to see to that, aud to keep in constant touch with the signalman in the signal-box.
2972. llutisitnot on account of the limited distance at Hedfern—because the lines branch right off” n^'’ /-
from the tuunel—that the employment of these men is necessary? Tes.
2973. Do yon think that this is a desirable state of things ? 1. do not.

If tbe railway were extended into the city you would have only the one system of signalling? Yes.
2975. And the interlocking system would then be completely relied upon ? Tes.
2976. iThat grade would you recommend for a railway into the city? I do not think you should have
anything greater than 1 in 100, if it can possibly be avoided. One*in 100............. ' '
main suburban lines, and I think that we ought not to go beyond that,
2977. Ton would have that grade in the Hyde 1’ark scheme ? Yes.
2978. Have you any information to hand as to the number of accidents which have taken place in the 
Bedfern yard? No; but it goes without saying that the risk of accident is gi’eater where the traffic is 
congested, and tbe men have not sufficient elbow-room to carry on tbeir work.
2979. Mr. Black.'] You say that no grade steeper than 1 in 100 should he adopted for suburban traffic;— 
liow would you get down from Hyde Park to Circular Quay for a proposed extension to North Shore 
with such a grade ? X have not given that matter any consideration, but in my opinion you should not 
have a steeper grade than 1 in 100, if it can possibly be avoided. Of course on the North Shore and 
Hurstville lines we have steeper grades, but they aro*not desirable.
20&0. Is there anything in Mr. Nicld's scheme which would prevent the laying down of four lines instead 
of two? 1 do not suppose so.
2981. One of your objections to it would be removed if ho had suggested four lines instead of two? There
would still he no provision lor the storing of trains, and the heavy grades render the route, to my mind, 
impracticable. ‘ ^ ‘
2982. Could you not travel all your trains round the loop at a uniform rate of speed?
"When people get into a train they want to get to their destination as fast as they can.
2983. As a matter of management, would it not be possible to run all the trains through th 
uniform rate of speed ? There is nothing impossible, but such an arrangement would be very inconvenient.
For example, in the afternoons we have a train leaving at 5’15, another at 518, another at o'20, and 
another at 5'23, all on the fast road. There are also trains on the slow road, in fact, from 515 until 
5 30 p.m. ten trains at present leave Bedfern station, and the number will continue to increase. Such 
a number of trains could not follow on one line of rails, particularly as some are fast and some slow trains.
2984. According to the figures put before us by Mr. Deane, the distance from St. .Tames’-road to Park- 
street is 1,150 feet, or to the switches 1,120 feet; at Park-street you have twelve lines narrowing down 
to six -that being so, do you not think that the difficulties and dangers which now exist at Bedfern will 
exist at Hyde Park ? No. "When a train comes into Bedfern now, the engine bringing it in lias to stay 
in the station until tho train itself is removed. At St, James’-road we shall have three lines of rails 
between tho principal platforms, and the engine bringing in a train will be able to shunt on to the central 
road, mid thus get out again, while the train can stay at the platform until it is wanted to go out again.
2985. Is there no danger where an incoming train crosses the route of an outgoing train? Where an 
incoming train crosses the track of an outgoing train there must always be some risk ; but there need not 
be accidents if care is exercised. You cannot entirely avoid this risk without an enormous amount of 
shunting, or having separate arrival and departure platforms.
2986. Then the danger which now exists at .Bedfern will continue to exist at Hyde Park, but it will be 
minimised ? It will bo very largely minimised by the superior arrangements proposed.
2087.. It would not be impossible to make Bedfern a safe station ? There is nothing impossible. If vou 
took in Prince Alfred Park, or a large portion of it, and entirely reconstructed the station, you could 
make it safe ; but you would then be spending a very large amount of money which would neither provide 
additional convenience to tho travelling public or give us extra revenue. Furthermore, it seems to mo 
if you absorbed the whole or portion of Prince Alfred Park, you would be taking a park in a part of tho 
city which is considerably populated in order to save a park in a part of the city which is becoming more 
and more depopulated every year. ‘
2988. Do you think that city parks are for the use of a resident population ? Yes ; to a large extent.
2989. J. am inclined to think that the history' of tho great cities of tlic world is in direct contradiction to 
that view ? 1 do not think that very many visitors to Sydney go to Hyde Park, except as a means to get 
from there to some other place. I should think visitors would rather go to the Gardens or tho Domain.
2990. Do you not think that the Bedfern station could he improved by the resumption of land upon the 
western side? No, because the Darling Harbour branch has to he contended with.
2991. But you could divert that ? But to do that you would, as I said before 
sum of money for no practical benefit, cither to the public or to the railways.
2992. Mr. Bumphcrij.] That is the commercial aspect of the case ? That i 
greater one iw the convenience of the travelling public.
2993. Mr. Black.] Suppose Bedfern could he improved at a cost of £100,000? I do not think that
£100,000 ought to be spent in improving Bedfern. My opinion is that it would be a great mistake to 
spend tbe money in that way. I am sure that 90 per cent, of our passenger traffic is purely suburban, 
and it seems to me to be an utter mistake to land these passengers n mile and a quarter or a "mile and a 
half from the business portion of tho city. '
2991, Do you think it would be possible to meet tbe demands of the whole of the passenger traffic ? You 
cannot meet all, but you can meet the demands of the great majority. That is all wo can hope to do.
2995. Do you not think that in the proposal before the Committee there are two conflicting attempts_
one is an attempt to serve the city and suburban traffic, and the other an attempt to bring all the long
distance traffic te a more central point? About 90 per cent, of our traffic is suburban traffic, and it is of 
no use attempting to deal with the other 10 per cent, at Eedfern, where a separate staff would have to be 
employed to look after it. It would lie much more economical and convenient to bring the whole 1.00 per cent, into tho city. r
2991). Mill not the bringing in of the other 10 per cent, increase the dangers and difficulties connected with 
the Hyde L ark station ? Not appreciably,

a largorequire to spend 
i is one consideration, but the
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, l'’ 2997. Is not tiie long-distance traffic carried in longer trains than the suburban traffic ? feomo of the
Kir ca ie. 3u]jur]jaT1 trains aro quite as long as the country traios. Some of tliem consist of eight or niuo carp,

while the country trains do not consist of more than seven or eight. 
u s’’ 2998. Mr. Roberts.] h’rom outside what limits would this 10 per cent, come ? From beyond Penrith and

Campbelltown. The long-distance traffic comprises trains like the Melbourne express, and the trains 
from Goulburn, Pathurst Orange, Taimvorth, and places like that.
2999. “Where does the strictly suburban traffic come from ? Prom plaees like Parramatta, Blacktown,
Hurstville, Hornsby, and Penritb. _ .
3000. Would a train to Penrith be regarded as a suburban train ? It would be to all intents and purposes.
3001. Mr. Rrqirn.l Have you been in any city where the railway lino runs through a garden or park.
Yes ; Ihe train runs through the Prince-street Gardens in Edinburgh. _
3002. Are tho ill ants or trees there damaged at all by the smoke or dust? Xo ; those gardens aro very
beautiful, and 1 never heard that the flowers aud shrubs are injured by tbe smoke. ^
3003. Mr. JIumpherif.] Touching the suburban passenger traffic, the last report of the Eailway Commis
sioners shows mi increase of 1,500,000 journeys during the year ending .Tune, 1897 ; can you say, 
approximately, how many journeys were made on the Horth Shore line during the year ? 1 should say, 
roughly, between 400,000 and 500,000.
3004. What would the increase in traffic on the Xorth Shore line be ? It about doubled last year.
3005. So that of ihe 1,500,000 additional journeys on the suburban lines referred to in the report,
200,000 might he attributed to the Xorth Shore line ? Yes. _ _
3006. Have you any suburban radius at Newcastle? Acs; trains going to Maitland and to Teralba are
included in the suburban traffic, _ nnmoo
3007. What was the increase in the suburban traffic coming to liedfera last year P At least 1,000,000.
3008. The increase in the suburban traffic coming to Eedfern last year would.bo fully 1,000,000 f Acs.
3000. Mr. Ijec.] Will you tell us what are your view's about the. difficulties of dealing with a large 
passenger traffic in underground stations? I have seen underground stations, but do not like thoiu. 
Apart from the inconvenience of working the traffic in them, I think it a great pity that passengers should 
be required to ivnlk up or dow n twenty-five or thirty steps to get to a train. , .
3010. How could you manage long-distance traffic at an underground station ? It would he inconvenient, 
but not impossible.
3011. Passengers nowadays seem to carry much larger packages than they formerly carried, and the
luggage is moved about the platforms on wheelbarrows ;—would it not be difficult to get it down a flight 
of steps into an underground station? It would not be taken down the steps. Ihcro would be 
proper lifts. ... . . 0 ,3012. Then again, the quantity of mail matter carried by the trains is increasing enormously r iliat too
would be taken by tho lifts. „
3013. A long-distance train has to be run into the platform half an hour before the starting time . 1 es ;
more than that. To get the luggage and parcels and mails stored into a long-distance train takes over
an hour. ... ■ e -vt3014. Could that work be done as expeditiously in an underground station ? ISo. . . ,
3015. Mr. Humphery.] With regard to the shunting necessary at a terminal station ; in any practical 
scheme could you Jontirely avoid risk ? Xo; it is not possible to propound a scheme which would
absolutely avoid risk. , ,
3010. Do you regard the proposed arrangements for the Hyde hark station as nearly tree irom risk as 
would be practicable in any station ? I do. I think that some modifications might probably be made m 
the arrangements suggested ; but, taken generally, it is as nicely laid out a station-yard as could w'cll be 
imagined for our requirements.
3017. And as free from risk ? Tes.
3018. In connection with Mr. Xeild’s proposal, would all the trains carrying suburban passengers have to 
travel the whole circuit from Eedfern back to Eedfern ? Tes.
3019. That would be three times the distance of a direct line to Hyde Park ? Tes.
3020. Would it be necessary to send trains hack to Eedfern from Hyde Park, or could they remain there 
to be filled with out-going passengers ? With very few exceptions, they would remain at llydo iark to 
he filled with out-going passengers. Of course, some of the trains would be sent out to the sheds tor 
washing and cleaning purposes.
3021. Mr. Trickett] If the St. James’-road station were constructed as designed, could you work the 
traffic by means of fixed signals alone? Tes.
3022. It would not be necessary to have hand-signalling as well ? Xo. _
3023. Is that where the great danger comes in at Eedfern during busy times? I do not say that the 
danger is a great one ; but there is an element of danger in the arrangement. What I think will tend to 
minimise the danger more than anything else is the arrangement whereby incoming engines will be able 
to be taken away from the platforms without moving the trains, and so save much of the shunting which 
now takes place.

TVRSDA T,
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Tho Committee further considered the expediency of extending the Eailway system of the Colony from 
the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Slation in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St, James'-road.

John Cash Neild. Esq., M.P., sworn, and further examined:—
•5024'. Chairman,'] l understand that you have a further statement to make ? I have had an opportunity j q

of. reading the exceptions taken to my scheme by Mr. Deane and Mr. Kirkcaldie, and to them I wish to Esci., M.P.'
make a very brief reply. Mr. Deane says that there would be a fall of 13 feet from the (Sussex-street ^
bridge to the tunnel under Bathurst aud Kent streets, giving a grade of 1 in 31. My reply to that 24 Aug., 1897.
objection is that I fully expected that itwould be necessary to lower Sussex-street where the bridge would
cross. I ivas not questioned about tbe matter, however, and therefore J did not refer to it, because I did
not want to make my statement too long. By lowering Sussex-street 5 feet 1 can obtain a grade of 1 in
.ID, and by lowering the street 6 feet I can obtain a grade of 1 in CO, hi/. Deane’s second objection to
my scheme is that Boomerang-street must be diverted on account of the low level of Woolloomooioo-street
and St. Mary’s-road, and that the rail level at College and Park streets would be 57 feet under Park-street.
J. described the line as being carried on a viaduct, not on a bridge 18 feet over the roadway, as Mr. Deane 
indicates. It would be about 45 feet above the road. This would make the rail level of Park-street 
30 feet, not 57 feet. Mr. Deane speaks of a difficulty as to crossing Macquarie-street soutli at a level of 
75 feet. I have shown that the College and Park streets rail level would be 27 feet higher than 
the level stated by Mr. Deane; and, if this did not give height enough for the bridge at 
Macquarie-street south, the street might bo cut down with great local advantage, or, as it is a 
ridge ^running north-east and south-west, a slight curve would avoid the crest altogether. Mr.
Deane’s fourth objection is as to the difficulty about passing under the new markets. I did not and do 
not propose to go under the foundations. I propose to pass through them at right-angles in separate 
arches each 12 feet wide. The line here would separate into two tunnels, 20 or 30 feet apart, so as not to 
weaken the building. At Question 2030, Mr. Deano says of my Park station, “ One end of the station 
would bo in a deep cutting, while the other would be lifted right up.” But that station would not' bo in 
anything like so deep a cutting as Mr. Deane’s proposed high school station, which would be 22 feet 
below the street level on the one side and 35 feet below the street level on the other side, as is shown 
in his evidence before the Eoyal Commission, page 2. But the cutting need not bo so deep as I 
have stated, if the lino crossed St. Mary’s-road and Woolloomooioo-street, going through the narrow 
point of the Cathedral ground, instead of passing below it. In this connection, I would like to say 
that there are many stations in London every foot of which is clevaied far above the chimney-pots 
of two and three storeyed houses. There is nothing unusual in having a station elevated either at 
one end or at both. This explanation effectually disposes of Mr. Deane’s objection as to my levels.
Mr. Deane’s sixth objection to my scheme is that it is “ essentially a tuunel scheme.” Well, there are 
only 38 or 4:0 chains out of a total length of 220 chains in tunnel—that is, less than one-fifth of the line 
is in tunnel. Mr. Trickett asked Mr. Deane this question,—“ Several circular lines have been suggested 
to us, aud it has been proposed that trains should run round both ways;—how do you view that proposal?”
To which Mr. Deane replied,—“ I do not think itwould be at all a suitable aiTangement.” Yet,amoment 
afterwards he said,—“On the Metropolitan and District Eailway the trains run round and round in 
opposite directions continuously. They run every three minutes. No time table is required.” As a 
matter of fact tho trains there run at intervals of from three to thirty minutes according to their destina
tion, and they run according to a fixed time table, as the members of the Committee will be able 
1o see by referring to the time table which I now hand in. What was Mr. Deane’s evidence before 
the Eoyal Commission, Questions 180 and 181 ? Ho was then asked,—“ Supposing that two lines were 
carried right through the city by one route and came back by another, would that be wide enough to 
work the traffic,” to which he replied, “ I should think it would.” A second question was put to him,—
“ That, is with two sets of rails going right round ?” to which he again replied, “ I should think it would.”
This is Mr. Deane’s official description of the proposal reported upon by the three Eailway Commissioners, 
to which reference is made on page (j of the Eeport of the Eoyal Commission:— *

In the event of Hyde Park not being adopted as a terminus, und extensions on either side of the city of two lines 
each were to be made, the proper places for these extensions would, I think, be under the roadway, instead of going under 
the property on each side. 1 should have no hesitation in recommending such a course. ~

That is precisely my proposal. I now deal with Mr. Kirkcaldie’s objections. In the firstplace, Mr. Kirk
caldie objects to the grades, and particularly to the grade from Eedfern station to Darling Harbour, which 
he says is 1 iu 40. Prom Eedfern tunnel to George-street is a distance of 27 chains, and from G corge-street 
to Macarthur-street, where I take off, the distance is 29 chains. Therefore, the whole distance is 56 ’
chains. The level of Eedfern station is 64 feet, and the level of Macarthur-street is, say, 15 feet. That 
gives a fall of 49 feet in 56 chains, or a grade of 1 in 75. I have no idea why the railway authorities use 
a grade of 1 in 40 when they can get a grade of 1 in 75. I submit, too, that it is no criticism of my 
scheme to assert the impossibility of conducting passenger traffic over a line which carries the entire 
goods traffic of the Colony. Notwithstanding the grades, Mr. Kirkcaldie says of my scheme.—“His 
proposed arrangements would be admirable enough for a circular line where trains can run in regular 
intervals.” He also says that he “could not possibly deal with suburban traffic on two lines of rails.”
I did not propose having two lines of rails; 1 proposed having four lines of rails, two in and two

out
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ClU^ The fnct; that tho two sets of tines unite at King-street does not reduce them to two lines. I 
^ have two lines on each side of the city—four altogether—two going out from Eedfern on the west

24 Aug 1897 s^c) and two going out on the east side. But if what Mr. Kirkcaldie says is correct, why did the 
** ' Eailway Commissioners speak of a double line of rails being sufficient? In reply to Question 2948, Mr.

Kirkcaldie says: “ The proposal made by Mr. Keild will bring the traffic off four lines of railway on 
to two lines. It would be of no use having four lines of railway beyond Eedfern if you had only two 
lines to the city.1' If you run two lines out on the west side and two out on tho east side, that makes 
four lines of rails. In London nearly a dozen lines are brought in to the two-road circular railway. 
The Metropolitan line belongs to ono company, and the Metropolitan District line to another. These 
two companies run over each other’s lines, and with these lines are connected the lines of the Loudon and 
North-western Company, of the Midland Eailway Company, of the Great Northern Eailway Company, and 
of the East London Eailway Company. Ail these companies’ trains run, more or less, over the two-line track 
belonging to the Metropolitan and Metropolitan District Eailway Companies. It will he seen from the map 
which I noiv hand in that trains come in from districts entirely outside the circle, and run upon the circle. 
In reply to Question 29n5, Mr. Kirkcaldie says: “ Tou would be carrying the great bulk of the city traffic 
right round by'Woolloomooloo.” This is so absurdly and transparently not the ease that J cannot understand 
how Mr. Kirkcaldie could have made such a statement. The proposal is to enter the city on the west side, 
and to only partially use the east side for that purpose. In reply to Question 29SC he says : “ I am sure it 
would tend to confusion if you had trains running in opposite directions”; and in reply to Question 2957, 
lie says that he “ knows of no place where the traffic is carried on in the method proposed.” All I can say 
to that is that Mr. Kirkcaldie can never have been in London, or, if lie has been there, he did not use his 
senses when there, because all the world knows that trains run in opposite directions upon the London 
circular line. I can only characterise Mr. Kirkcaldie’s statements as simply reckless evidence. That is 
the most polite way in which I can describe them. In reply to Question 29GO, he says: “A. circular 
railway cannot be connected with outside suburban trallie and long-distance traffic.” The map which I 
have handed in shows that that can be done and is done. In reply to Question 2962, he says : “ Trains 
can follow each other every three or four minutes; that would only allow you to deal witli sixteen or 
seventeen trains an hour.” It is evident that if sixteen or seventeen trains an hour could go into the 
city on one side on one pair of rails, thirty-four trains an hour could go into the city on two pairs of 
rails ; so that on a double circularline you could run thirty-four trains in and thirty-four outin the hour, 
or sixty-eight an hour in all. A ccording to Mr. Kirkcaldie, the present average is thirty-six trains per hour, 
eighteen in and eighteen out. Mr. Kirkcaldie simply confused himself and confused his evidence ; but I 
do not think he could confuse the Committee. Mr. Kirkcaldie was asked whether, by my line, the distance 
from Eedfern back to Eedfern would not be three times the distance of a direct line to Hyde Park, to 
which he assented. Mr. Deane's line is 90 chains each way, or 180 chains altogether. As it is 30 chains 
from the northern end of the platform back to the shunting points, an engine would have to run 30 chains 
hack to shunt, and then go north again 20 chains, allowing 10 chains for the length of a train. So that 
every engine shunting at Hyde Park would have to run 50 chains, or 10 chains more than half a mile. 
The length of my circular line would bo 4 chains less than the distance by Mr. Deane’s line from Eedfern 
to Hyde Park and back. In reply to Question 2943, Mr. Deane said : ” The outside points arc further out 
from the platforms than Park-street—it is 1,900 feet from the outside points to the ends of the platforms.” 
That means that engines would have to run south 1,900 feet, and then north 1,200 feet in order to take 
out a train. Tou would have to run an engine from the St, James’-road to a point 5 chains south of 
Park-street to get to the shunting points. That is the evidence not only of Mr. Deane, but also of Mr, 
Parry before the Eoyal Commission. I am determined to have my scheme fully looked into before 
the question is finally dealt with. I am sure that the Committee will not be offended by my 
saying so; but I am in a position to state that my scheme will be very fully looked, into in 
regard to some of the details which have not come out clearly in evidence. There is one other
point to which I wish to refer. The official line is 90 chains long. The distance by my line to a point
on the same latitude as St. James’-road would be 11 chains longer on the western side—10 chains of
which would be occupied by the Town Hall station, while on the eastern side the distance to the Parks
station is S3 chains, or 7 chains less than the length of the official line. Finally, with regard to tho 
running of the railway trams, I find that eighty-five trams rim to Eedfern iu seventeen hours of the day— 
that is, five per hour, or one every twelve minutes. From Eedfern there arc 102 trams in eighteen hours 
of the day, or one every ten and a half minutes. To Paddington there are 252 trains running daily; 
therefore 30 per cent, more trams run to Paddington than run to the railway. On the Eedfern lino 
they frequently run only one car, and never more than two to a tram, while on the Paddington line they 

’ run thrce-car trains, so that the tram traffic to and from the railway is not as largo by, .1 suppose, one-
half as is the tram traffic to and from the top of Barrack Hill.
3025. Mr. EohertsP\ There are. a great number going to and coming from the railway who do not use the 
trams ? .lust so, and on. the other hand a great many people take advantage of the ’buses which run out 
to the eastern suburbs in such numbers.

Stephen Edward Perdriau. Surveyor, Department of Lands, sworn, and further examined ;—
S. E. 3026. Chairman.'] "Will you resume your evidence at the point at which it was interrupted last time, 

Perdriau. dealing with the various questions which were submitted to you, in the order which appears to you lo be 
best ■ 1 find, upon reading question and answer again, No, 2836, that Mr. Black, in using the information

24 Aug., 1897. at questions pygg atl(j 0f the inquiry before the Eoyal Commission, has made the mistake of
supposing that the amount £12,000 or £13,000 was quoted by me, and as referring to the total probable 
cost of new buildings upon an area of 1 acre 1 rood, to provide equal accommodation to the present 
accommodation; whereas the figures £12,000 or £13,000 were not supplied by me at all, hut by tbe 
Government Architect, Mr. Yernon, and they do not refer to the probable cost of new buildings upon an 
area of 1 acre 1 rood, but to the cost of a new school building to provide equal accommodation to that 
now afforded by the High School building.

■3027. Mr. £lacl:.] Do you disagree with Mr. Vernon’s estimate? I have not gone into the matter at all, 
because it is not my business. Mr. Vernon’s figures refer to the cost of building a new High School. Jn

the
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tiie eTidonce before t!ic Committee, page 18, line 29, Mr. Selfe admits the value I give to certain city s- E
lands, and, halving these values, lie goes on to say that the amounts obtained aro the amounts which I £0tdriau. 
gave. Ho bases his calculations upon the half values, and he says at the same time that he is using my 
values. This, of course, is quite incorrect. "With regard to the resumption at Eedfern proposed by Mr. Selfe, 1897'
I have obtained the municipal assessments for the two areas coloured yellow on Mr. Selfe’s plan, which 
are referred to by him at questions 814 to SIS as •containing !.]■ and 1£ acres, and find that they total 
£4,G45, which, at 20 years’ purchase, would amount to £92,900, without the customary 10 per cent, addi
tion for forced sale and compensation for disruption of business, which would he considerable for the 400 
feet of shop premises fronting Kegent-street Mr. Selfe estimates tbo cost of the above resumption at 
£56,000. 1 will now deal with Mr. Greenwood’s estimates. Mr. Greenwood tries to discredit my 
estimates of cost of resumptions whicli are based upon municipal assessments, by telling the Committee 
that I have based tbe estimates upon nine-tenths of such assessments. In reply, I have only to state that 
Mr.. Greenwood is wrong. There is a gross assessment made, and tho net assessment for municipal rating 
is nine-tenths of same ; hut for my estimate I, of course, used the gross assessments. If I had used only 
nine-tenths of same I should have informed the Committee to that effect, just as I would have done if I 
had used any other fraction of the gross assessments. The Committee do not want to know only nine- 
tenths of the cost but tbe whole of the cost, Mr. Greenwood has rushed to a conclusion without 
inquiry at the Town Hall or of myself, and consequently his conclusion is erroneous. Then 1 have an 
estimate of the value based upon tbe present municipal assessments, of the properties which would 
probably have to bo resumed for Mr. Greenwood’s scheme. The total of the municipal assessments for 
the year 1897-98 for tbe properties which would be required for tbe above, as indicated upon my sketch 
showing Mr. Greenwood’s scheme, is £22,285 ; this amount at twenty years’ purchase equals £445,700,
This is for resumption alone, which, according to Mr. Greenwood, would be only £256,000 (that is 31- 
acres, at £74,000 per acre)—(see Question 1993 of Eeport of the Eoyal Commission) ; and, according to 
Mr. Greenwood’s statement at question No. 578 of the Public Works Committee inquiry, this sliould be 
increased by 40 per cent, to arrive at the actual cost, and the whole would therefore be £623,980. Tbe 
estimate by Mr. Greenwood (which embraces merely the strip required) is £370,000. Mr. Greenwood 
allows 10 per cent, for forced sale, 10 per cent, for lessees’ compensation, and 20 per cent, for severance 
—40 per cent, additional, I have adopted Mr. Greenwood’s mode in this ease merely for the sake of 
comparison; I think 10 per cent, extra for lessees’ compensation and 20 per cent, extra for severance 
inadequate. It is misleading lo estimate them in this rough and ready way. They would vary so much 
that nothing but full inquiry into each property should be accepted. Au open cutting 18 chains long and 
54 feet wide taken out of the road at the Circular Quay, extending from Pitt-streefc to Maacquario- 
street, would be little short of destruction to the road, which is used by so many thousands of 
persons daily going to the seven lines of mail steamers, the oversea ships, and the "ferry steamers, 
and liy hundreds of ’busses plying to the suburbs. According to Mr. Greenwood’s reply to 
Question 671 this traffic will remain after tho railway has been constructed. If so, such a cutting wifli 
trains running in would ho a nuisance. I would point out that Mr. Greenwood's line, as designed, passes 
through or under tbe Town Hall grounds at the north-east corner ; it would interfere with the porch, if 
not actually with the building itself. It would be very ridiculous if 54 feet width would he sufficient for 
a station for shunting when the Eailway Commissioners are asking for a width of 380 feet. At page 27, 
question 578, Mr. Greenwood says—11 In .Sydney there aro very few leases; they are mostly yearly 
tenancies or weekly ones.” This statement is not correct. I find that the custom is to have a lease.
I have also prepared the following description of the land suggested as a railway station site on the western 
side of tlio Circular Quay, and rough estimates of the value of the improvements on each block or section 
virL*ierarea : ^'e s^ested to ta^en f°r above-mentioned purpose commences at tho Queen’s 
Wharf, at the south-western corner of the Circular Quay. 11 lies between George-street and the dray-road 
which borders the Quay. The dray-road extends throughout the length of the site as suogested and 
averages about 60 feet in width. At tbe Queen’s Wharf it is only 54 feet wide, and at one place it is as 
much ns 94 feet wide. The whole of the western side of the Quay has recently been remodelled, the 
southern portion is finished, aud that towards the north is in progress. New wharfs and cargo-sheds have 
been erected fronting the dray-road. The vessels berthing here are the Nord-Heutseher Lloyd, the 
Eastern and Australian, and the German-Australian lines of mail steamers, ranging up to 10,009'tons 
burthen, as well as the largest sized cargo steamers trading to the port; and as they discharge immense 
quantities of cargo hero to be taken lo tbe various warehouses in tbe city it is evident that'tbe present 
dray-road is not too wide for the requirements, bonce I conclude that the western side of tbe said road 
would form tbe eastern boundary of tbe land proposed to be taken for a railway station, and George-street 
tbe western boundary. George-street is 15 feet higher than the Quay-road, I purpose considering first that 
portion of the land extending from Queen’s Wharf northerly up to and including the large offices erected by 
f he A.S.N. Co. some years ago, and purchased by the Crown in common witli theinvharfs and stores adjoining.
Ibis portion of land is about 1,100 feet long, and is intersected by Argyle-street and Bethel-street 
dividing it into three small blocks of about equal length, described in detail below. At the Queen’s Wharf 
the laud is 185 feet wide, at Argyle-street 133 feet wide, at Bethel-street 92 feet wide, and at the 
northern cud 65 feet wide ; hut at this end, by including the roadway leading to the Quay and resuming 
the private land extending thence to George-street North, the width might he increased to 195 feet at 
this particular spot, which, as before stated, is the northern side of the offices lately purchased from the 
A.U.S.N.Co. The width of the land is, however, only 100 feet at tbe southern side of these offices, which 
Tm *eCt ^0I)kr' T11.os.'1: southern of the three blocks comprised in the site extend from the Queen’s
Wharf to Argyle-street; it is 380 feet long, and is a reserve held to be Imperial property. It is one of 
the properties which are to be ceded to the New South Wales Government in exchange for Garden 
Island. The land is nearly all occupied by buildings which were formerly the Commissariat Stores and 
are very old and require repairs. On the George-street frontage there is a stone store 190 feet long and 
^>0 feet wide, three stories high. Offices in this building are occupied by the Government Analyst the 
Government Medical Department, the Mines Department, and by various weekly tenants; the remaining 
largo portion is vacant. Facing tbe Quay-road there is a stone store 150 feet by 70 feet, four stories 
Ingli; of this the ground-floor is let and used for storing hides. Portions are used for stores for the 
Government Architect s Department, and the remaining large portion is vacant. A stone store of one 
storey, used by the Ordnance Department, occupies 130 feet of the Argyle-street frontage, commencing

at .
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S. K. at, George-etreet, and is about Go feet wide. Tlierc are various other smaller and unimportant stores
Perdriau. 0f weatherboard, stone, aud iron; some aro used by various Government Departments, and others aro 

^ 011 week)y tcn£Lnc>es- The value of the buildings on this block is roughly estimated at £16,000.
u^’ ' On the next block, extending from Argyle-street to Bethel-street, thero are several privately owned

buildings, erected upon private land, the municipal assessment for these amount to £754, which at twenty 
years purchase shows a capital value of £15,080. The remainder of tho block is occupied by tho Sailors’ 
Home and the Morgue. The Sailors’ Home land is vested in trustees, it is also part of the reserve 
mentioned as comprising the first described block, and is to bo similarly dealt with, the land extends 
through from George-street to the Quay-road, and has a frontage of about 1G0 feet to each. The through 
depth is about 120 feet. The “ Home ” is a four-storied brick and stone building which with the old 
cottage used as the Superintendent’s residence is worth about £2,000. The Morgue and the iron building 
adjoining are worth about £300. The third block is occupied, by the Mariners’ Church and the offices 
above referred to as having been erected by the A.TJ.S.N. Company. A grant was issued to trustees for 
the Mariners’ Church land on the 1st March, 1858. The Church is of stone and worth about £G,000, 
and tho brick building adjoining, £G00. The A.U.S.]ST. Company’s offices are of red brick, five stories 
high, and cost £3G,000 when erected twelve years ago. Tarts of the buildings are used for wool stores, 
part by the Ordnance Department, and the remainder by the Manager of Government wharfs. It appeal's 
to me that the railway could not be extended beyond these offices without destroying them. The total 
value of the buildings upon the three blocks comprised in the proposed site as above is about £60,000. 
Description of the remainder of tbe land lying between the A.S.N. Company’s offices and Dawes Toiut, 
bounded on the west by George-street. This land comprises three distinct portions vi/,. the remainder of 
the A.S.X. Company’s property which with the wharfs and offices was purchased by the Crown some 
years ago for £275,000, the depot for Marine Board launches, and the Dawes Battery Deserve. The 
extreme length of this land is 1,450 feet, it is very irregular in shape and varies in width from 100 to 090 
feet. The Quay-road continues beyond the old A.S.K. Company’s offices in front of a row of sixteen 
bonded and free stores, aud terminates at tho southern boundary of the block of land next described 
purchased by tbe Government about ten years ago, and now used as a depbt for Marine Board launches, 
Pilot boats &e. The stores are also upon the laud purchased by the Government from the A.S.X. Company. 
They are of stone and brick three and four stories high, arc old but in good repair, dimensions about 25 
feet frontage by 55 feet deep, which is the extent of the Crown land here. Yalue about £15,000. Fifteen 
of them are let to John Upward & Co. The total rentals amount to £800 per annum, his terra of 
lease will expire shortly and ho has secured the right of renewal for a further term of three years. 
The remaining store is occupied as a depot by the Government Printer. Two galvauised-iron 
stores of two stories also on this land are worth about £1,400. They are leased to Flood & Co. The 
lease has two years to run with the option of renewal for a further term of three years. The rent of 
these is £75 per annum, plus 4d. per bale on all the wool dumped. The land lying between the back of 
tho row of stores and George-street averages about 100 feet in width, this is private land, the street 
frontage of the block is about G30 feet; one allotment of it 35 feet wide was sold to Yirgoe, Son, and 
Chapman some years ago, during the land boom, for £80 jier foot. A brick store, four stories high and 
worth about £2,500, is erected on tho allotment. If the remainder of the land were resumed now it 
would coat at least £G0 per foot. I have no doubt that this land would have to be resumed if it were 
decided to extend tbo railway to the western side of tbe Circular Quay and erect a station there. Cost 
of 595 feet at £G0 per foot, £35,700 ; value of the sixteen stores, £15,000 ; value of the galvanised iron 
stores, £1,000; total, £52,300. £52,300 would represent the value of the buildings which would be
destroyed and the cost of tbe land necessary to be resumed. Depot for Marine Board Launches and]>ilot 
Boats.—This land lies between the land purchased by tho Crown from the A.S.X. Company and Dawes 
Battery Deserve, and was purchased by the Crown for £29,000 about ten years ago. It is bounded 
ou the west by George-street, and of course extends to the water. The water frontage is 115 ft. in 
length ; the frontage to George-street is only 70 ft., and is occupied by a weatherboard cottage. 
Tho “Harbour View” Hotel, which is not Crown property, occupies the street frontage, about 35 ft., 
between the said cottage and the Dawes Battery Deserve. Shortly after tbe Government purchased tbe 
land, a sum of £7,313 was expended in improvements, consisting of a stone-paved patent slip and cradle 
for steam launches, stone-paved slip for rowing boats, hauling engine, weatherboard cottage, shed, &c,, 
etc., Ac. At tbe rear of these improvements, two large galvanised iron stores were erected at 
a cost of £1,940; they belong to the Military Department, and are used for a gunnery and. store 
for field guns. The cottage referred to, fronting George-street, is worth about £250. Tbe 
“ Harbour View ” Hotel and land changed hands some few years ago for £4,000. I have not supposed 
that it would ho absolutely necessary to resume this property. Value of improvements. £7,313, as 
above described; cottage, £250; G.I. sheds, used by Military Department, £1,940; total, £9,503. 
Dawes Battery Reserve.—This land was granted to Her Majesty’s Officers of Ordnance in Great Britain, 
and is one of the areas to he ceded 1o the Government of this Colony in exchange for Garden Island. 
This land extends from that last described to Dawes Point, and is bounded on tbo west by George-street, 
and on the north-east by the harbour. Along tho harbour frontage a narrow strip lias been reclaimed, and 
a substantial stone sea-wall erected. 1 n shape, tbe land may be roughly described as an equilateral triangle, 
with an area of about 91 acres, and sides about 800 feet long, tbe corners of tbe. triangle being at Dawes 
Point "Wharf, the “ Harbour View” Hotel, and the Mercantile Bowing Club shed. The south-western half 
of the area is a hill about 50 feet above high-tide level, sloping north-easterly towards the water. 
The reclaimed land along the sea wall is level, and varies in width from about 50 to 150 feet. About half’ 
tho area, comprising principally the eastern portion, is open to the public, and is used, to a limited extent, 
for public recreation. The remainder is occupied as follows:—Dawes Point Battery, which is an obsolete 
fort of five guns; the residence of Major-General French ; the residence of Captain Hixson; drill shed, 
cottages, and outbuildings; the Mercantile Bowing Club shed; also a galvanised iron shed aud superin
tendent’s cottage, used in connection with the Marine Board depfit above described, and valued by me in 
connection therewith. A rough estimate of the value of said improvements is :—Dawes Point Battery,
--------- ; stone house occupied by Major-General French, £3,500; stone house occupied by Captain
Hickson, £2,500; drill shed and outbuildings, £1,500; two stone cottages and outbuildings, £1,600; 
* Mercantile Bowing Club shed, £500; total, £9,GOO. A low estimate of the value of the extra land which

if. *
* Norr.—The Mercantile Rowing Chib Shed would not doubt have to be removed. Perhaps tbo two residences and 

tbe Drill Shed being on the western portion of tbe land might be allowed to remain,
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H would be necessary to resume if the station site extended from the Queen's Wharf to Dawes Point, S, E. 
together with the ralue of the buildings thereupon which would have to he rased is £120.000: hut new Perdriau, 
premises would have to be provided for the brunches or offices of the various Government Departments *
now accommodated in the old Commissariat Stores and tho A.S.N. offices. Also for the Sailor’s Home, the 2,11 Au6''189'- 
Alorgue, the Mariners’ Church, tho G ovemment Printer’s Store, depot comprising patent slips, stores, sheds 
and jetties, and caretaker’s cottage for the Marino Board launches, and for the Mercantile Rowing Club.
The following is an estimate of the cost of resumption of certain blocks of the City of Sydney lying 
immediately south of Hyde Park, and extending from Liverpool-street to Poster-street:—In his evidence 
before the Public Works Committee, Mr. Alexander Wilson suggested for resumption, for conversion into 
a park, in lieu of the portion of Hyde Park resumed, those blocks of the city extending from Liverpool-street 

Gipps-strect, bounded on tho west by Elizabeth-street, and ou the east by Macquarie-street South and 
rWer-stTeet.* Por convenience in consideiing Mr. Wilson’s suggestion, I have divided the area proposed 
by him to he resumed into three blocks, in such a, way that if the Committee approve of the suggestion, 
cither in part or the whole, they would probably recommend its purchase. No. 1 is bounded by Liverpool,
Elizabeth, Goulburn, and Macquarie streets. The mean length is 535 feet, and the mean width 490 feet; area,
6 acres. The total of the municipal assessments for the block is £9,8-10 ; capitalising £9.840, at 20 years’ 
pure!iase=£196,300 ; add for the Lutheran Church (approximate estimate), £2,000 ; add for the Unitarian 
Church, £13,000; public school, £9,000 (this building would probably ho allowed to remain); total, £24,000.
No. 2 is hounded by Goulburn. Elizabeth, Poster, and Macquarie streets. The mean length is 550 feet, 
and the mean width 415 ; area, nearly 5 acres. The total of the municipal assessments for this block m 
£5,459. Capitalising £5,459 at 20 years’ purchase, £109,180 ; add for the Chinese church, which is not 
rated, £1,0C0. No 3 is bounded by Campbell, Foster, and Elizabeth streets. The mean length is 240 
feci, and the mean width 200 feet; area, 1 acre. The total of the municipal assessments for this block is 
£2,445. Capitalising £2,445 at 20 years’ purchase, £48,900. The total estimated cost of resumption as 
above would, therefore, be £354,880; to which if the buildings not rated be added, £26,000 ; total, £380,880.
1 have not inquired into in any way, nor ascertained the cost of resumption, for Mr. Wilson’s suggestion, 
also made in his evidence before the Public Works Committee, to resume the block bounded by Randle 
and Devonshire streets, in connectiou with his proposal to cut down the hill in the street thero for the 
purpose of extending the tramway to Botany and Rand wick straight along Elizabeth-street to Devonshire- 
street, instead of the present circuitous route via George-street. Mr. Campbell, in his evidence, draws 
attention to a resumption made by the Government in 1883, when 2 roods 19-2 perches cost nearly 
£100,000, The land which was resumed lies between Pitt and George streets, near the south-west corner 
of the Quay. Part of it is now occupied by the North City fire-station, and part of it was taken to 
increase the width of Queen-street.

*Kote.—The Hock at the extreme southern end of those proposed to bo resumed, viz., that bounded by Elizabeth,
Foster, aud Gipps streets, has been excluded, as it is very small, and contains several important business premises and 
many valuable dwelling-houses. "

parliamentary:
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PABLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 
Railway Extension from Eedfern to St. James’-road.

APPENDIX.

A.
[To Evidence of II. Deane, Engineer-in-Chicf for Maihcay Construction.']

Detaitjed Estimate or Cost.

Rnihuiy Construction Brandi, Department of Bulilic Works, Sydney, S August, 1S9T- 
Ciiy Itaihiay

Herewith ] beg to forward for tbe information of tbe PuIjIm; Works Committee a detailed estimate of tbo cost of the 
above work.

H. DEANE,
Tho Seerotary, Public Works Committee. Engiiieer-iu-CUief for Railway Construction.

(Jili/ Raihrtty Extension to St. Janus -road
Construction of Line.

Excavation—general.................................................................................................  .........
Viaduct, piers of bridges ami robiining-walls in brick, with concrete foundation and

backing................. ......................................................................................................
Steel superstructures and bridges.......................................................................................
Covering to Hyde Park between Liverpool and Park streets..........................................
Alteration and renewal to surface of streets, wood-blocking, asphalting, kerbing, &e.
Miscellaneous..........................................................................................................................
Permanent-wav ......................................................................................................................

£41,1100

130,1KW 
34, GOD 
18,720 
20,380 
0.000 

24,000

Signals and interlocking
£254,200

13,500

Terminal Station.
Main building............................... - .................................................
West wing to main building .........................................................
East wing to main building............................................................

Roof over platforms ...... ................................................................
Platforms......................) _
Miscellaneous offices. . > Previoudy under construction of line 
Luggage-earners......... )

Parcels office (previously under building).....................................
Electric lighting —.......................................................................
Shelter-sheds and alterations at Bedfern .....................................

OS, 900 
20,200 

2,r.OO

( 13,300 
- 0,000 
( 6,500

121,600
67,000

25.S00
11,400
4,500

20,000

Total 550,000

A 1.
Afekoxuiate Areas ok Land that may re required tor the Pkhfored Railway.

Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, Sydney, IS August, 1897. 
Proposed City Extension Jiaittruy.

Herewith I beg to forward a statement oi the approximate areas of land that maybe rcijuiml for the purposes of the
above line.

The .Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works.
H. DEANE,

Engineor-in-Chu’f.

Proposed Cily Extension Jtoilirai/—/ieil/mi to St. Jemiex'-ronif. 

Approximate Areas of Laud that may be required for Railway Purposes.

Cemetery ..............................
Benevolent Asylum .
Police Barracks .......... ) 'l
Nithsdale-street
Poster-street ..................................................................................................................... ................ 00
Lanes..................................................................................................................................................... 9
Belmore Gardens (abutments and piers) ................................................................................
Hyde Park (openings in south-west section) ..........................................................................

,, (station arrangements) ...........................................................................................
(widening Elizabeth-street).....................................................................................
(widening of St. James'-road) ................................................................................

.Freehold .................................................................................................................. -..................

0
]

1010

IU
2 14
3 1
0 s
1 22
0 f)
1 IS 
0 20 
0 23 
(I 23
2 13 
0 13
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B.
[2b 1C vi fence of J). Kirkcaldie, Chief Traffic Manager, Department of CRailwagsC]

Cost ok Railway Accident at Eedfern on 31 October, 1894.
New South Wales Government Railways,

Dear Sir, Chief Tratlie Manager’s Office, Sydney. 18 August. 1897.
In reply to your )nr|iiiry, I beg to inform you that the cost uf the aueifient which occurred ut Eedfern on the 

31st October, 1894, in compensation to persons injured and in damage to rolling stock, Ac., amounted to between £45,000 
aud £50,000. Yours, Ac.,

DAVID KIRKCALDIE,
The Secretary, Public Works Committee. Chief Traffic Manager.

Bl.
Gradients on Scburban Lines.

New South Wales Government Railways,
Dear Sir, Chief Traffic Manager’s Office, Sydney, 24 August, 1897.

Iu reply to your verbal inquiry this afternoon regarding the gradients on the Suburban line, I beg to inform 
you that somewhere about fourteen or fifteen years ago, when tbe grade near Potei'sham station was 1 in 80, trains not 
uufrei|uently stuck, and it was altered to 1 in 100, and this is now the grade which controls the load on the Main 
Suburban line. Indeed, it is tbe maximum grade as far as Picton on the south, with the exception of a grade of 1 in 70 
for a distance of about 2i[ miles near Menangle and 4 mile south of Douglas Park, each against the down journey.

On the Western line, the grade which controls the load as far as Parramatta is l in 100, and between Parramatta 
and Penrith 1 in 80. ^ , ,

On the South Coast line, the grade of 1 in 60 between Kogarah and ITurstville rules the load of trains running as 
far as the latter station. ^

On the North Coast line, between Strathfield and Ryde, the grade which rules the road is 1 in 60; and on tho North 
Shore line, from Mdson’s Point to St. Leonards, it is 1 in 50 against the down journey.

The engines employed on the Main Subuiban passenger trains are not unfrequently required to haul nine vehicles of 
the American ear type. The same engines are only capable of hauling eight cars on the heavier gradieuts between Sydney 
and Hurstville, six between Strathfield and Hornsby Junction, and seven between Milson’s Point and Hornsby Junction ; 
and as the trains un tbe two latter lines frequently exceed these numbers, it is found necessary to employ more jnwerful 
engines.

I wish to point out, however, that the general policy of the Eailway Commissioners throughout has been to reduce 
the grades—not only to save tune, but to enable greater loads to be taken ; aud within the last few years all those between 
Grimville and Glenlee bank, south of Campbelltown, have been reduced considerably, besides many otheis throughout the 
lines; and it is only a question of time when some of those referred to will he taken in hand and dealt with. The Commis
sioners have undci consideration at the present time tho advisability of reducing some of tile grades on tho North Coast 
line, amongst others at a greater distance from the metropolis.

7 may add that if it can possibly be avoided—oven at considerably increased initial expenditure—it is most 
undesirable that grades of a greater seventy than 1 in 100 should be constructed, particularly within an easy distance of 
Sydney, where the volume of traffic is already so heavy and so certain to largely increase.

Yours, Ac.,
DAVID KIRKCALDIE,

Chief Traffic Manager.The Secretary, Publiu Works Committee.
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE AND APPENDICES

PLUSUSIIEJJ WITH THE RKI'ORT OF THE

ROYAL COMMISSION ON CITY RAILWAY EXTENSION:

].—FOR THE CONVENIENCE OF PASSENGERS; AND 

U.—FOR THE CONVEYANCE OF GOODS.
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ROYAL commission on city railway extension.

MINUTES OE EYIDENOE.

THURSDAY, 16 FEBRUARY, 1897,
13i‘£S£nt:—

■THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq, M.P. (Pjrusident).
Tho Hon. Frederick Thomas IIukpiiert, M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hosklks, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Eobeiixs, C.M.G-, M.L.C. 
The Hon. 'William Joseph Trickett, M.L.C. 
Henry Clarke, Esq, M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq, M.P.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq, M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq, M.P. 
G-eohoe Black, Esq, M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq, M.P.

Frank Farnell, Esq, M.P.
Henry Deane, Engincer-in-Chief. Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,

sworn, and examined:—
1. 1 resident.'} You ha,to prepared a statement in regard to the various schemes that have been proposed 
tor extending the railway system into the city ? Yes.
2. Will you be good enough to read the statement P It is as follows

I wish, in the first place, to call attention to the conclusions arrived at by the Roval Commission that was appointed 
by the Covernment m 890 A huge number of proposals was submitted to that Commission, and they selected certain of 
these for further consulei-ation. Alter taking evidence, and after considerable discussion, the following resolution was
th!t\he7amIbe\doptor’'II!5S1°n appr0VC °f the Hyde Park schcme’ aa Put f^ward by the Railway Commissioners, and
scheme^was aftcrwarls^ionsnlerwl^0118 ^ aSainSt ^ ^ °f Hyde Park f°r a rail'ray termi"US an a,ternafci-

_____ 0l1 the of ^ Commission met and heard the evidence of Mr. E. M. G. Eddv, Chief Railway Commissioner,
sUteinent'"—Ude(11)r0I,OSal fU1' bria£mS the line through the city, the particulars of which are embraced in the following

,t , “ Th? Kjlllwa'y Commissioners would wish the Royal Commission to understand that they consider the scheme which 
is TnHmlr nnf providing for a terminal station in Hyde Park, with connecting lines to the eastern suburbs,
Lem G ’ Jhe • f f that b<l atd0?ted ; >'etl falhr,£? 10 obtain W°val of that scheme, and looking at the

ilf f ^ ‘at ^ a settlement of the question, as Redfern station is altogether inadequate and inconvenient 
to meet the requirements of the growing traffic, and the tram communication with the railway station calls fc

H, Deane. 
^6 Feb,, 1897.

lt.-aL r> iiii ------iic,iton.nnv i« considerably more exuensivethan if Hyde Park had been adopted for the terminal station. Doubtless a considerable amount of the money expended
contffy 8 SC>me PaUS ^ ^ later °n’ at a lar*e!y-enhanced value, consequent upon the

TL, „Ji?'lleASCl,lemC constrnction of a large terminal station for long-distance traffic on the site of the
Benevolent Asylum and 1 dice Barracks, and the projection of four lines therefrom into the city as far as King-street, from
to the eMtem'subiuhL16 ttt tUn d0'V'1 10 a termillus at tlle Circular Quay, and the remaining two lines are continued round

3. Mr. Wrighf.l What is proposed to be done with Devonsbire-street ? It will have to be lowered.
, 1 resident.} How much ? According to the wav it ia worked out on the scheme which is shown on the 

plan on the wall here, it will have to be lowered about 10 feet.
f____'\11 is Proposal that the lines which terminate at the Benevolent Asylum station should he laid level, bat that the
four roads on the eastern side of the station, which are earned forward into the city, should be upon an ascending gradient 
oil m -bO, for the purpose of crossing over the approach to the station from the eastern side. Having crossed over 
Belmore-ioad. the hues are taken across Belmore Park, Elizabeth-street, and Goulbum-street by viaduct, as in the 

^rak. proposal, on grades of l in 100. From the last-named street the line enters a cutting, and passes 
n l0”sthrVf U S1iCi0f Nlt’Sdalc-street to Liverpool-street, where it is proposed to piovide an overhead 

to such' a JL V nS UndTr Ln'UP0C,l-s1;roet:< t,le hnc is earned m covered way under Hyde Park, parallel to Flizabcth-street, 
m such a position as will ovoid inteifcrcnce with the avenue of trees adjacent to the street, until Park-street is readied 
when it curves in a westerly direction and passes under Flizabeth-street near the north-eastern corner of the Sviiaeotrue 

C w"8, and; Markct-stwet, the main metropolitan station is reached. This
station will occupy tile area between Idi/aibeth and Castlcreugh streets, and Market and King streets, booking-offices 
and rvaiting-room accommodation will he provided at street level in both Kmg-sticet and Market-street, with stairs 
communicating with the various platforms. This will be a daylight station, and will afford every facility for dealing with 
a large and increasing city traffic. Kmg-street will he widened to a minimum width of SO feet between Elizabeth and 
Lustiurcagli streets. After passing under King-street, the two lines on the eastern side of the station are taken round to 
the eastern suburbs : the remaining two are carried forward between Elizabeth and Castlcreugh streets in open cutting for 
Of aKtm,f0mva 3 ^ 50Jnrils’ fl»f passing under the Victoria Arcade, again in open cutting for a further distance
“IL La Pomt 011 / “ southern side of Hunter-street the line enters a tunnel, and passing under that
rL+L LLi'5 rBtt,0-Ct^t'-l '° wcstof t'1?° Union Club), under the budding now occupied by the Australian Club, and 
Bent-street, the lino is again m open cutting. After passing through the site now occupied by the offices of the Education 
LrmtoLl 1 V ro'l'™y 18 taken under Bridgc-atreet anf the Xew Zealand Loan and Meicantilc Agency stores to a 
teiminal station at the Custom House, the mam buddings of which it is suggested to adopt for railway office-- It 
is considered lififit ft stH.+Hi-vn m tii/i jurKon+rtA »...n u* ___± ...... * j- if 1. r
ocean-going traffic.
is considered that a station in the position indicated will beHound most convenieTtlor dealing wm7thracros:s-harbour and

196—A
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H. Deaue. “The total length of tho line from the present terminus at Redfern to the proposed station at the Circular Quay is
1 mile 51 chains.

1C Feb., 1897. “ The estimated cost is as follows
Works ................................................................................................................... £835,000
Resumption and compensation ........................................................................ ..........

Total......................................................... £

5. The Koynl Commission, found in favour of a certain amount of work without knowing what it would 
cost ? Yes ; there was no estimate made for resumption and compensation.
6. Mr. Hoskins.] AVas any estimate made of ike cost of resumption ? Jso.

“The station at the Circular Quay would of course be an enormous convenience in connection with the traffic 
between the harbour and the railway system. _

“The station at King-street would he in a most central position for tho city; all the existing tram-lines jiass 
along the side of the proposed station, atid the proposed new coble tram-line to Woollahra would pass in front of the 
station. i ,

“Giving booking offices means of ingress and egress at Market-street, practically provides a second station. _ 
“The station at Liverpool-street Mould also lie exceedingly convenient, for that end of the town, as well as m 

connection with the tram-lines to the whole of the eastern suburbs, which would pass in fiont thereof.
Tunnelling (in four sections).............................................
Open running and stations..................................................
Area of Reuevolent Asylum and Cemetery ...................
Oisturbanco of park .........................................................
Works involving disturbance of the park, completed m 
Liverpool-street, from booking oilice to platform level .
Market-street to platform level...........................................
King-street, Castlereagb-street entrance .....................
Circular Quay .....................................................................

755 yards. 
2,165 ,,

16 acres.
2i „
6 months. 

15 feet.
15 „50 „

On the level.
“ This amended project received the closest attention of the Commission at the meetings held on the 3rd and ,th of 

July. The Commission, bearing in mind the objections which have been raised to the resumption of any portion of Hj’de 
Park, and the facilities which would be afforded by placing a station on the Benevolent Asylum site for extending the 
railway round the western side of the city of Sydney, and thus affording means of communication Ity Imdgc with Morth 
■Shore, deckled to recommend the above scheme as an alternative to the Hyde Park scheme, and passed the following
resolution -

“ That, after consideration of the additional evidence placed before the Commission. thisCominissioirrecommciids that 
the latest proposal of the Railuuy Comnnsstoiiers—that the central station for longdistance traffic be on the 
present Benevolent Asylum site, and that the present suluirban railway traffic be continued through to Circular 
Quay, as shown on the plan now submitted ns an alternative to the scheme already recommended be adopted. 
And the Commission further recommends that provision he made at the proposed central station ™e ™ 
the Benevolent Asylum—for carrying a line west of George-street to a suitable point for connecting Rorth Shore 
by means of a bridge.”

This was carried on division.
7. Sir. Humphery.] Was any estimate made of the cost of constructing the western scheme ? Ido not 
think there was.
8. Mr. Boberts] In this proposal, is Hyde Park avoided altogether? It goes underneath Hyde Park; 
there would be only a temporary disturbance ot the surface of the park.
Q. INo actual encroachment on the park ? No. ,
10. Mr. Black.] AVould the surface be raised ? It would be left as it is at present. After the.railway 
was finished Hyde Park would be restored to its present condition. Under instructions, ] went into the 
question of the best route for that scheme, and on the 1st December, 1S91,1 submitted to the Minister a 
report, which reads as follows :—

I forward herewith a map on which I have shown the course M’liicli I recommend for the City Railway Intension,
The railway would consist of four lines of way. In order to clear Devonshire-ati-cet the asceatcan he made from the

point marked A on plan with a grade of 1 in 0G. If a grade of 1 in 100 is required, the lino would commence to rise from 
the point B, 350 feet further south.

A station would be built in tbe Benevolent Asylum grounds for tho through line with platform 350 feet long. Rail- 
level would bo here 77 feet above high water in Port Jackson, or 13 feet above the present level at the station.

From this point to Coulburn-street. the railway would lie carried on a viaduct with sufficient headway for all street- 
crossings. Tlie grades would be easy.

Goulbum-street would be crossed by a bridge with a headway for the mad of 16 feet. _
II ropa Goulhum-atrcct there would be a down gradient of 1 in 132 till the line reaches Liverpool-street* which it 

would pass under.
Through Hyde Park and under Park and Elizabeth streets the line would be m tunnel, or rather covered way, as the 

excavation would he made in trenches and then arched over, the depth not being sufficient for actual tunnelling. The 
surface of tho park could be restored to its original condition, hut one or two ventilating shafts would probably be necessary.

On this portion of the line there would be a down grade of 1 in 95. ^
The blocks of land bounded by the Synagogue, Market-street, and King-street, on the north and south, and by 

Elizabeth and Castlereagh streets on the cast and west, would have to he resumed fur the station, but portions could be 
resold. Market-street would be cairied across the station by a. bridge. Rail-level at this point would be 48 feet above 
high water, and 19 feet below the intersection of Market-street and Castlercagh-strcet. If between Market-street and King- 
street the station is put on a rising grade of 1 in 450. rail-level at the end of the station will be 49 feet and platform-level 
52 feet above high water ; the platform would thus lie 22 feet below the road-level at the intersection of King and Castle
reagh streets, and 35 feet below the level of tbe intersection of King and Elizabeth streets. The rails hero cannot be 
brought any nearer to the surface unless Market-street is raised, which is not to he recommended.

Beyond King-street the line would he carried in tunnel to Bridge-street, passing under that street, after which it 
would emerge and the terminus he placed at the Custom House. A grade of 1 in GO is obtainable over this portion of the route.

From the King-street station northwards a pair of lines can be carried in tunnel as shown on the map to connect 
with the Eastern Suburban Railway.

The railway works would be above the level of the main sevrer and rts principal branches, and would therefore not 
interfere with them. , . ,

Tho map shows an area on the Benevolent Asylum grounds for a reconstruction of the general terminal arrangements 
at Redfern, but this does not form an essential part of the present scheme.

The scheme submitted is probably the cheapest obtainable.

It is taking oxactly tho same route, only that j. have gone into the question or levels much more closely than 
was done at first.' Tho principle is the same, only that I propose to c tver over by a tunnel this portion 
of the line which is shown by an open cutting/ That would avoid a considerable amount of expense, 
because if you bad to resume and pull down a property, and you covend the railway over again, you

would
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would be able to build over tbe top of tbe railway and let your premises. -Although you would have to 
incur some considerable cost in the way of resumptions you would get a return for your money.

In October, 1304, a large ami influential deputation, representatives of various municipalities near Sydney and 
leading business men of the city, waited upon AJr. Secretary Young to urge that some determination should bo arrived at 
in regard to the question, and Mr. Young then promised to bring tbe matter before the Cabinet.

The Minister, iu replying, said he had only to say, in the first place, that lie regretted his colleague, the Premier, 
had not, as he had intended, been able to he present, as he know ho had had the carrying out of this extension at heart for 
some considerable time. He might, for himself, say at once that he was fully impressed with the ndvnntages that would 
attend the extension of our railway system into direct touch with the deep-sea traffic of tbe world, and also with the great 
advantage which.it would mean to the passengers now using the railways. He considered the deputation was wise in not 
going into the question of route, for there would be difficulties to meet with regard to that question, no matter how the 
proposal might he dealt with. He understood the deputation wished him to bring the matter before the Cabinet, with a 
view to its being taken up as a question of national importance, affecting the interests of tho whole community of New 
South Wales.

He had no difficulty whatever iu promising them that this should be done. The whole matter should be brought 
before the Cabinet as early as possible, and receive careful consideration. He had no hesitation in saying that the extension 
of the railway into the city would be of great advantage to the whole people of New South Wales, always supposing that 
a line were constructed to accommodate not only the passenger traffic but the goods traffic of the whole country ; and he 
gathered that the feeling of the whole of the gentlemen present was that any line proposed to be constructed must be made 
to accommodate both. *

It was, however, a difficult matter to find any one line which would accommodate the passenger traffic and also 
supply the wants of the goods traffic of the country at the same time. The passenger traffic would probably be best 
accommodated by a line running direct to Circular Quay, while, on tho other hand, the goods traffic might not he. Ho 
only desired to point this out to show the deputation the great difficulty there would be in deciding on any one route 
which would suit the whole community.

The matter would, however, bo submitted for the careful consideration of the Cabinet; and he thought the 
deputation might safely leave it to the present administration to deal with the question thoroughly and bring it to a 
satisfactory conclusion.

On April 28th, 1896, the Railway Commissioners addressed the following minute to the Premier:—
Office of tbe Railway Commissioners of New South Wales, Sydney', 2S April, 1S8G. 

The Hon. G. H. Reid, M.P., Premier and Minister for Railways,—
City Baihcay Accommodation.

W'E would invito your serious consideration to the question of the long talked of extension of the railway system of 
tbe Colony into the city. The matter is one calling for immediate settlement, as the difficulties of working the station at 
Redfern hive increased—and arc still increasing—to such an extent that a considerable improvement iu the terminal 
arrangements is, in the interests of safety as welt as to provide for the comfort of the travelling public, absolutely necessary.

There are two ways of meeting the difficulty :—
(1) To extend the railway into the city, which course we would strongly recommend,
(2) To build a new terminal station on the Reuevolent Asylum grounds and tbe Cemetery adjoining.

If the increased accommodation is given on the Benevolent Asylum grounds, the estimated cost of the works would 
be aboiit £400,000. If, however, the line were taken through the south-west section of Hyde Park, bounded by Elizabeth- 
street, Liverpool-street, Park-street, and the central footway in the park, tho works and resumptions could be carried out 
for a sum of about £550,000. '

It will be unnecessary for ns to go into the details showing the urgency for providing extended accommodation for 
the carrying on of the traffic at Redfern, but we can give our assurance that the change is now absolutely necessary and 
should not be delayed.

The bringing forward of the line to Park-street is now suggested in lieu of the original proposal in connection with 
King-street, as considered hy a Royal Commission in 1S90 and 1S91, principally iu consequence of the considerable 
expenditure that has since that date been incurred on the Supreme Court and St. James’ Church ; and we think that the 
restricting of the interference with tbe park in connection with this scheme will not create so much opposition as would 
perhaps be raised if the section nearest the Supreme Court were taken.

We may point out that later an, when railway extension to the eastern suburbs will iu all probability take place, 
the additional cost of the Benevolent Asylum grounds site and that in Hyde Park would have to be incurred, so that, 
therefore, the difference in the cost of the two schemes is only a postponement of the expenditure of £150,000 to some future 
date; tliis postponement, however, would for all time place the city to the disadvantage of having its main station far 
removed from tho heart of tho business centre.

The views of the Commissioners in regard to tbe accommodation necessary to be provided in connection with the 
new station and junction arrangements have been worked out very carefully by Mr. Deane, the Enginecr-in-Chief for 
Railway Construction, and provide for most convenient arrangements for carrying on a large traffic.

The scheme which brings the station into the city combines with it a considerable improvement of Park-street by 
levelling the road and also widening it materially in front of the station, and also includes the widening of Elizabeth-strcet, 
as between Park-street and Liverpool-street, by 33 feet. We should also propose to run an electric tram service from the 
top of William-street along Park-street in front of the station and junction with the proposed George-street and Circular 
Quay electric tram service. This new service and the existing lines would therefore place the whole of the tram services 
in connection with the proposed new central station.

As pointed out by the Chief Commissiouoi his evidence before the Royal Commission to inquire into tho City 
Railway schemes, all large cities in Great Britain have several railway termini. Melbourne has three large stations, but 
the whole of the traffic in connection with the railways of this Colony, coming into the capital, has to be concentrated in 
one station, and that station of a most primitive character*.

# In connection with tire providing of the station on tbe Benevolent Asylum site, we would point out that no 
additional revenue rvould he derived from the large expenditure that would bo incurred, whereas if the railway were 
brought into the city an additional revenue would be derived for the extra distance ; and when it is borne in mind that tho 
Colony can raise money at 3 per cent., an expenditure of £550,000 would only entail an annual cost for capital of £10,500. 
There would be provided in connection with the station, office accommodation for the whole of the administrative staff, 
and rents to the extent of quite £1,500 a year would be safed thereby, thus calling for an additional revenue of only 
£15,000 per annum from the railway traffic to provide for the capital outlay. Tins sum and the increased working 
expenditure would be fully covered by adding oue penny to each single journey fare and twopence for each double 
journey fare, and a small sum to tbe season ticket rates, for the extra distance the passengers would be carried.

Another point which would have great weight in settling the subject is the fact that quite ten or fifteen minutes 
would be saved by a large proportion of the passengers travelling by the railway. This alone in connection with suburban 
residents and travelling to and from tire Mountains, &c., would, wc feel sure, lead to a very material increase in traffic.

Attached hereto arc maps and plans showing the proposals referred to.
E. M. G. EDDY,

Chief Commissioner.
CHARLES OLIVER, 

Commissioner.
W, M. EE HON,

Commissioner.
11. .President.Tbe map on the easel does not appear to show this last scheme? Xo. This map was 
prepared in .1.391, and there is already so mnch on tho map that I thought it better not to put any more 
■on it. This new scheme differs in some respect from the previous proposal to carry it to Hyde Park

independently

■ 3

H. Deane.

IfiPeMSW-
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H. Deane, independently of tbe shortening of tbe line. It is proposed in this new scheme to carry six lines instead 
of four lines up to the terminal station. The whole of the station arrangements and buildings and office 

16 Feb,, 1897. accommodation have been carefully revised, and the scheme is a much more complete one than the one 
which was previously submitted to extend the railway to Hyde Park.
12. Mr. Wright.'] Practically it takes up a fourth of Hyde Park ? Tea.
13. President..'] Docs it carry with it the lowering of Hyde Park ? Yes.
14. Mr. Wright.] Would you have to lower Liverpool-street also ? Neither Gfoulburn-street nor
Liverpool-street would be touched. _ _
15. Mr. Trickett.] Does that scheme stand by itself, or is it to be worked in with an eastern suburban
sebeme ? No; that is capable of being worked in with both an eastern suburban scheme and an extension 
tc Circular Quay. I have arranged in the design that the two eastern roads should be made so that they 
can be lowered, and after passing Park-street you can turn round on the right to the eastern suburbs, or 
continue right on to Circular Quay. _ _ _
16. Mr. Hoskins.] Wbo is responsible for tbe estimate of the cost of that scheme—£550,000? I made
out the estimate. _ _ ,
17. Did you make an allowance for compensation to be paid for resuming the Cemetery ? No. This 
estimate has been somewhat added to ; I think I can give you the details later on.

In view of these representations, the Minister directed that the necessary plans and estimates be prepared with a, 
view to submitting them to Parliament and the Commission. The instructions of the Minister were carried out and 
information furnished to the Railway Commissioners to enable them to make tho report required by law. This report is 
as follows :—

Office of the Railway Commissioners of Now South Wales, Sydney, 11 September, 1890. 
Proposed Kxtension of the Railway into the City, 71 chains.

In accordance with the provisions of the “ Public Works Act of ISSS,” section 13, we beg to report as under :
Cost of Construction— i ■ , - r

. The Engineer-in-Chief for Construction estimates the costs of construction, inclusive of
land and compensation, at ..............................................................................................  £600,000

Annual Cost— •ionnn
Capital expenditure, at 3 per cent.............................................................. ;......... . ±-18,000 _
Estimated cost of maintaining permanent way, and for traffic, locomotive, and

other expenses .................................................................................................. 8,000
Total annual cost-........................................... .............. 2u,000

Traffic Estimate— _
■ By adding Id. for each ordinary-passenger journey, and Is. 6d. and Is. per

month for 1st and 2nd class season ticket-holders, with a percentage reduc
tion per month for tickets taken out for 3, 6, and 12 months ; and 3d. por 
week for workmen’s tickets.—a revenue on existing traffic would he
realised of ......................................................................................................... '

Saving in rents for offices for the administrative staff........................................... 1,365
Total annual revenue.................................... .............. 00,000

The estimated revenue from the extension is based upon the existing traffic carried to and from Redfern station; but 
we fuliv expect that the shortening of the time required for journeying to and from the suburbs, and the reduction in cost 
by avoiding the daily charges for cabs, trams, and omnibuses will very soon lead to a great increase m the suburban tratuc. 
Increased rents would also be obtained for the refreshment-rooms.

fE. M. G. EDDY,
The Common Seal of the Railway Commissioners of New | Chief Commissioner.

South Wales was hereunto affixed this 11th day of ! CHARLES OLIVER, (l.s.)
September, 1896, in the presence of,— 1 Commissioner,

H. M‘Lachi.an, Secretary. W. M. FEHON,
i. Commissioner,

18. Mr. Humpherg.] Why .arc six roads required ? The Hail way Commissioners want to have six roads. 
There will be two engine-roads, as well as the passenger-roads. _
19. Mr. Wright.] It is a dead end ? No; they go up to the station.
20. Mr. Hoskins.] Do you propose to have six roads in the extension to Park-street, Yes.
21. Mr. Wright.] What width will you want for six roads ? About 75 feet, I think it is. ^ _

’ 22. Mr. Hoskins.] You will want a little more than 75 feet, because you will not use all the land . Yes.
23. Mr. Wright^] You will want 100 feet for six roads? Not so.much. You will notice that on that 
scheme additional lines are shown between Q-oulburn-street and Liverpool-street. There is a widening of 
the line between those two;streets in addition to tho six roads. There are ten roads there.
24. What I meant by tbe expression a “ dead end ” was that you would have to work the line with points.
It will he all shunting. , ,
25. Mr. Hoskins] It is only intended to take passengers and not goods ? No goods. Ine other tour
roads are for station purposes—for additional rolling-stock in case of need. .
2G. A more economical scheme would be to keep tbe rolling-stock at Redfern and send it up to the 
terminus when it was needed ? Redfern is a long way off from the terminus; it would introduce
complications. m, • t27. Do they not do that at Euston Station and Paddiugton Station, London? Yes. Iho view. 01 the 
Commissioners is that when you are making an alteration you should make it as complete as possible.
28. President] You have given ns an estimate of £600,000;—does that include the cost or land
resumption? That includes £100,000 for land, _
29. It includes tho £100,000 which the Commissioners propose to pay in for the park ? No.
30. Is it the work which is estimated to cost £600,000 alone? No; it includes £100,000 for the
resumptions between Helm ore Gardens and Liverpool-street. I am not responsible for that. I have 
not estimated the value of the land myself. 1
31. Who did ? I think Mr. Thompson made the estimate ; but it possibly may he added to now, because
I am not sure that it allowed for the whole width which it is now proposed to take. . . .
32. Mr. Humpherg] Where are the resumptions shown on the plan? The resumptions will be. simply
covered by the work shown on the plan. There will be no necessity to resume a much wider strip than 
is already taken up by the roads. It will be necessary, of course, in some cases, to take up the corners, 
but practically that is the width which is required. I will furnish the Commission with some details of 
the estimate if they like to have the information. . _ .
33. Mr. Hoskins] Will your estimate allow a margin for probable actions for compensation for alleged 
damage to the foundations of houses adjacent to your tunnels ? There will be nothing of that sort here.

■ 34a
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34. You know that in some countries serious actions have been brought for compensation for damage done H. Deane, 
to houses by the construction of underground tunnels ? But we do not interfere with any buildings which
we do not resume. _ . 16 Feb., 189/
35. -Prm'rfewi.j Will you now resume the statement which you were making to the Commission ? Yes.
The following is the official description of the proposal:—

City Eztatsi(/n- Railway—Redfern to Park-streei,

(Estimated coat, £600,000.)
Length, 71 chains from front of building, Park-street, to end of main building, Redfern, From end of present rails to end

of new line, about 69 chains.
Leaving Redfern Station, six lines of road will be carried over Devonshire-street. To get a headway of 16 feet, Devonshire- 
street will have to be cat down 0 feet; it will then have a rising grade to Castlercagh-street of 1 in 25, and totJeorge-street 
1 in GO. Through the Cemetery the lines will be in bank and cutting and over Belmoie-road, and other roads, including 
Goulburn-street, with a headway of 16 feet 6 inches. From half-way between Gonlhum and Liverpool streets the line runs 
into cutting and under Livetpool-street, where there will he an over-bridge of an average width of 78 feet and 131 feet long.
The level of Liverpool-street it is not proposed to alter. From Liverpool-street to Park-street, by the width from Elizabeth- 
strcet to centre-walk of Hyde Park, the ground will he excavated for an average depth of 22 foot for the tei minus. Park-street 
will he cut down to a depth of 11 feet in the deepest part for access to froiit of station, giving a down grade for that street 
of 1 in 166 and 1 in 310 from Elizabeth to College-street. There will then he one grade from Elizabeth to College-street.
The station building fronting Park-street will be 380 ft. x 60 ft. deep, three stories in height and attics, with central 
tower 200 feet high. This portion of the building will contain central hall, 65 ft. x 3G ft. ; booking hall, 90 ft, x 55 ft. ; 
refreshment room, 96 ft. x 38 ft. ; and basement under same, general waiting and ladies1 waiting rooms with lavatories, kc.
The upper floors are offices for the Railway Commissioners and staff, and the various traffic branches. Three lifts will be 
provided. Facing Park-street will be a colonnade for foot passenger's, and a covered way for cabs 25 feet wide, extending 
tbe whole length of this frontage. The platforms (five double, 30 feet wide, two single, 21 ft. 9 in. each, and 700 feet long) 
will be covered with a stool roof 303 feet wide, rising in the centre to a height of 75 ieet above platform. On the Elizabeth- 
strcet frontage the buildings will be two stories high, extending from Park-street for a length of 700 feet. The lower floor 
on level of platform will be used for parcels, cloak rooms, inspectors, porters, lie., and the upper as offices for the Traffic 
Branch. Opposite Bathurst-street mid through the building over the platforms there will be two steel foot-bridges with 
asphalt floors, one 15 feet wide for the general public in direct line from Bathurst to Oxford streets, the other 20 feet wide 
from the Railway, with stairs for access to the various platforms. The parcels office, 200 ft. x 40 ft., has a basement floor 
on level of platform, and a ground floor of same size on Elizabeth-street level. From this office Aspinail's patent overhead 
luggage carrier will he constructed so as to communicate with the various platforms. The cab road through the building 
between the platforms will he 25 feet wide, and wilt have entrance and exit at Liverpool and Elizabeth streets, The horse 
and carnage docks, 406 feet long hy 20 feet in width, will be apptcached ftom Liverpool-street by ramp 20 feet wide. ^

The quantities of work to be done are approximately as iollows Earthwork excavations for Hyde Park Station, 
lowering Park and Devonshire streets, in addition to cuttings at Kithsdale-street and Benevolent Asylum, 460,000 cubic 
yards ; for foundations, 16,000 cubic yards ; concrete in foundations and backing to arches, 11,500 cubic yards ; brickwork 
in retaiuing-walls, Hyde Park Station, between Liverpool and Goulburn streets, at Park and Devonshire streets; abut
ments to bridges over Liverpool-street, Goulburn-street, Wexford-strcct, Campbell-street, Elizaheth-street, Devonshire- 
street, Belmore-road ; arches on piers from Campbell to Elizabeth streets and over Belmore Park—44,500 cubic yards ; 
masonry in copings and string courses, 3,000 cubic yards ; steel-work in bridges over above-named streets and station plat
forms, 1,750 tons; cast-iron columns and parapets, 150 tons; ballasting, 22,800 cubic yards ; ordinary sleepers, 13,500,
No. and special, 10,000 cubic feet; steel rails and fastenings, 1,400 tons ; wood-blocking, 21,000, asphalting, 27,000 super
ficial yards ; kerbing and guttering, 2,500 lineal yards; removing and relaying portions of tram-line, gas-pipes, water- 
mains and sewers.

The differences in the present proposal and that first approved hy the Royal Commission are shortly as follows :—
The previous proposal was for a terminal station at King-street, involving a tunnel through the south-west corner of Hyde 
Park, and the resumption of the north-western comer, St. James' Church, the Registrar-General’s Office, and the Supreme 
Court building. The present proposal involves the resumption of the south-western coi ner of Hyde Park and the erection 
of a building fronting Park-street. Provision is also made in the design for an extension of two roads to Circular Quay or 
the eastern suburbs if required.

Shortly put, the advantages of the extension now proposed are stated to he as follows :—
1. It will provide a new and satisfactory terminal station, Redfern being not suitable for the present large and

increasing traffic, and urgently requiring alteration.
2. It will bring the passenger traffic into the city.
3. It will not spoil the most frequented portion of Hyde Park,

Reference to pages 55, 56, aud 57 will show that the previous Royal Commission investigated the question of the 
utilisation of the Park for railway purposes very thoroughly, and arrived at the conclusion that the advantages far out
weighed the disadvantages. Tho scheme recently formulated to bring the railway to Park-street is to be looked upon as 
inferior to the proposal which brought the railway up to King-street. On the ground plan which is now brought before 
the notice of tho Commission I have shown in lighter colour on extension of the railway up to St. James’ road. This, it is 
thought, would be as practically as good as going up to King-street, but it would leave St. James’ Church and the Supreme 
Court buildings intact. On tho other hand the removal of the Registrar-General’s Office would be rendered necessary.
The Supreme Court buildings have been condemned for many years past. They seem to do their work, however, and I 
have on that account avoided interfering with them. If, at some future time, it should be thought desirable to remove 
that building altogether, and St. James’ Church as well, a fine open space will result, across which the handsome front 
of tbe railway terminus building can be viewed.

With regard to the question of extending the railway into tho city there are three considerations to be borne in 
mind : first, there is the necessity for the improvement to station accommodation at Redfern ; secondly, the extension of 
the passenger lines into the city ; while, in the third place, the extension for goods purposes must be looked upon as quite 
a separate matter.

Tiie extension into Hyde Park is, from an engineering point of view, by far the best scheme that can be put forward.
On the other hand, the extension of the railway station across Devonsbire-street into the grounds now occupied hy tho 
Benevolent Asylum, Cemetery, Police Barracks, &c., may be looked upon as effectively dealing with the question of station 
accommodation, but it docs not deal with tbe question of bringing the passengers into the city.

It has been said that if the railway had been brought into the city there would have been no necessity for tho tram
way along George-street. This is, however, a mistake. It is true that one of tho objects of tbe George-street tramway 
was to keep the railway traffic off Elizabeth-strcet. and thus relieve the Elizabeth-strcet traffic. It will, however, have 
the effect of taking off the traffic of the western tramways as well; and it will, undoubtedly, carry its own proper traffic, 
and thus, railway or no railway, have sufficient work to do.

At tiie request of the President, I have looked into the matter of other proposals in substitution or in further exten
sion of the Hyde Park scheme. I am preparing a map, on which will he shown possible extensions for passenger traffic 
down tbe eastern and western side of the city and to the eastern suburbs, and, further, an extension of the railway for 
goods purposes to Woolloomooloo Bay, Pyrmont, and Glebe Island.

With regard to passenger extension other than the Hyde Park proposal, I wish most emphatically to point out that, 
in my opinion, if the lines are extended underground the traction must be effected hy electricity and not by steam. 
Underground steam lines in cities are rarely put down now. All, or nearly all such railways and tramways that are 
being now' carried out underground are intended to be worked by electricity ; and I think I may say that itis only a question 
of time, and possibly a very short time, before the metropolitan and metropolitan district railway s in London will be also 
thus worked. It is well known to those who have visited London how intolerable a nuisance is the coal smoke in those 
tunnels. London has an average temperature of, I think, about 47 degrees. How much more intolerable would be the use 
of steam locomotives in a climate like ours, with a mean temperature of 62'8 degrees, and a maximum temperature of over 
100 degrees. That
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H. Deane. That the combination of steam and electricity in different systems' on a railway is not impracticable is to he seen by
^ the working of a part of the Baltimore-Ohio railway in the United States of America, where on a short length of line about 

36 Fc!)., 1S07. miles tong, on account of the smoke nuisance, the goods trains, locomotive and all, are drawn through the tunnels by 
electric locomotives weighing from So to 90 tons. The introduction has been completely successful, and it has now been 
decided to apply the same method to the passenger traffic.

Our railway traffic could he dealt with in the same way. When suburban trains came into Redfern, the steam loco
motive could he unhitched and an electric locomotive attached. Tins is an easy way of getting over what might be a 
serious difficulty. Another method would be to work the suburban system throughout by electricity. This is a question, 
however, which the Railway Commissioners will no doubt consider at the proper time.*

In the event o£ Hyde Park not being adopted as a terminus, and extensions on either side of the city of two lines 
each were to he made, the proper places for these extensions would, I think, he under the roadway instead of going under 
the property on each side. I have no hesitation in recommending such a course after seeing in 1894 what was done in the 
city of Glasgow. Such work could be carried out comparatively economically, and almost without any interruption of the 
street traffic.
36. The schemes you have placed before us are limited altogether to passenger traffic? Yes.
37. There has been no endeavour made to extend the railway system to the waters of Port Jackson ? 
Yo : for some time past nothing whatever has been done.
33. That has not heen taken into consideration ? !No.
39. Mr, Hoskins.] Did the Eailway Commissioners view with favour your suggestion to disconnect the 
steam locomotives at Kedfern and to propel the trains by electricity to Liverpool-street? I have 
mentioned the matter to Mr. Eddy, but as the proposal which the Bailway Commissioners view with 
favour is the Hyde Park scheme, it really has not come up for decision from a traffic point of view.
40. Do you intend, if the extension of the railway system to Park-street is sanctioned, to press your 
■view as to the propriety aud good policy of having the extensions worked by electricity ? Xo; I do not 
think it is necessary, if the line is only extended to Park-street, because it will be all in the open ; there 
will be no tunnel. Supposing that the Park-street proposal is objected to by this Commission, and they 
wish to consider any other scheme involving tunnels under roads, or under the Park, and so on, I wish 
to express the opinion that the locomotives should be electric locomotives, hut only in that case,
41. You would then press that viewr ? Yes.
42. Mr. FarnellYou are aware that in England, at the present time, a company is about to construct 
a railway underneath an existing railway? Yearly all the new projects are underground projects, 
and electricity is invariably adopted.
43. Mr. WrightI suppose with these tunnels you could not use steam? T thiak it would he a great 
pity to use them with steam. They will be made of tho proper dimensions to run ordinary trains 
through, but it is the inconvenience to the passengers I am looking to.
44. If you were to run ordinary locomotives, partly through open cuttings and partly in tuunels, would
there not be great inconvenience caused to thousands of citizens as well as passengers ? 1 think there
would be some.
4o. Mr. Roberts^ There are no tunnels in the Commissioners’Park scheme ? Xonc; I would not propose 
any alteration,
46. Mr. Wright.'] Hare you any scheme prepared yourself? jSTo ; I do not propose to submit any 
scheme. 1 merely propose to take any instructions from the Commission to look into matters.
47. Lsuppose you are prepared to criticise any scheme which may be submitted? Prom an engineering 
point of view.

WED NEST) AT, 17 FEBRUABT, 1897.
frrstnt:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphert, M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
The Hon. Daniel O'Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Peoan, Esq . M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Prancis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works.

further examined;—
II, Deane. 418. Errsidfint.] Have you a plan showing your proposal to convert the Benevolent Asylum estate into a 
,—station? Yes; I furnish a plan of a scheme which was worked out some time ago for extending the 

37 Feb., 1897. railwav terminus at Eedfern across Devonsbire-street. This plan has not been so well worked out as the 
plan of the Park-street scheme, and the few copies which I now furnish to members of the Commission 
have some notes on them showing some alterations which it is intended to make if this scheme is eventually 
carried out. Before the completion of the inquiry I expect to be in a position to furnish fairly correct 
plans.
49. Will you first describe the area? Tbe area is bounded by Devonsbire-street and Pitt-strcet and 
Belmore-road ; and a considerable width of the Cemetery, beside the Benevolent Asylum grounds and the 
.Police Barracks, is taken in.
50. How far does it go to the south-east—to Elizabeth-strect ? The area includes the blue-tinted portion 
on tbe lame wall map before you. Tho railway terminus would absorb a little more than half the area lying 
between Pitt-street, Devonsbire-street, Bel more-street, and Elizabeth-strcet.
51. Mr. Humph erg.] Do you take in the whole of tho Cemetery? The greater part of it.
52. President.] Will you prepare a rough plan showing the various improvements, how the various areas 
are held, what you intend to take, and your idea in regard to the disposal of the residue ? Yes.
53. It has been suggested that any provision you 'may jhnake for passing over Devonshire-street
carries v.iih it the lowering of that street 7 feet or 9 feet;—have you taken into consideration the 
question .of interference with vested interests, or is any property affected by it? Yes; but it is all 
Crown land with the exception of the Cemetery. In the estimate that was submitted some time ago no 
provision was made for any compensation or for new buildings. 54.

* Horn (on reii•don):—I should like to add that the Chief Commissioner, at a subsequent interview, expressed the 
opinion that the change of locomotive would he productive of delay.
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will be
54. The work itself is absolutely enclosed by Crown lands on either side? Tes.
55. Does it aftbet the grade of the street to'the south-east? Tes; in lowering the street there 
altered grades in consequence.
56. Does it materially affect them ? It does not make them bad.
57. Will the approach to Devonshire-street from tho north-west he inferior to the approach from tho
sonth-east? If you will allow me to explain the scheme you will see how Devonshire-street is dealt with. 
Several lines are carried over Devonshire-street. and a portion of that street is lowered.* It is proposed 
to divert the greater part of the traffic of Devonshire-street, reserving only a comparatively narrow 
■subway for cabs and smaller vehicles to pass through, but all heavily-laden vehicles would probably go 
round the other side. A reference to the plans 1 have furnished will show that on the eastern side of 
the station there is a wide and new street, which will not only admit nil tho traffic, but will also take the 
tram-lines. In tho proposal is included a diversion of tbe Botany tram-lines. What is left of Devonshire- 
street is a subway about 30 feet wide, and in consequence of the width that is required for the station, 
and the length that the street has to be lowered, the resulting grade on the eastern side will be very 
much steeper than what I pointed out yesterday as necessary for the Hyde Park scheme. In carrying 
ever six roads to run into Hyde Park they are more concentrated than in this scheme, where you have 
roads passing over the whole width of the station ; consequently there is a greater length of Devonshire- 
street to be lowered to the maximum depth. It would be very difficult to lower that street so as to take 
all classes of traffic; and it was thought that, although it is desirable to keep the subway at Devonshire- 
street for cabs and light vehicles, the bulk of the traffic should bo turned round by Belmore-road and 
along the new street, as being an efficient substitute. _
-58. The new street would be at the junction of the blue and green on the big plans? It would be just 
within the blue area.
59. Does it mean this : that the lowering of Devonshire-street is likely to obstruct any but light traffic 
going to the north-west from lledfern to Darling Harbour;—does it render Devonshire-street undesirable 
for heavy traffic going between Itcdforn and Darling Harbour ? Yea.
<50. Have you taken into consideration the effect of this new street on the Eedfern traffic? I do not
think the effect would he serious; at any rate it is an effect which cannot be avoided. Eedfern station
must have something done to it. If it is extended over Devonshire-street on to this new site,Devonshire- 
street must be partially blocked. I do not sec really how it could be retained by any amount of lowering 
and leaving proper grades at the eastern end for heavy traffic.
<51. jLrr. Xee.l What would be the grade at that end ? As shown on the plan, it is I in 12.
62. What is the present grade ? It is not level, but it is very easy.
<53. I'Vom Castlereagh-street the grade is rather heavy ? Tes; but as far as Castlercagh-street it is
Hgbt- . . . . ' .
■6-k If it is lowered I suppose it will be lowered from the George-street side ? Tes.
65. Then there will be a dip-iu ? Tes ; aud the drainage has to bo provided for.
66. That will practically block all traffic? Cabs and light vehicles will be able to pass along there well
enough.
67. It would be a perfect block to all the heavy traffic, which you wish to go from the eastern side of the 
■city round to Parramatta-street ? Tes.
68. Presidcni.~\ You have a grade of 1 in 12 in and out ? No ; tho grade the other way is easy.
69. Mr. Hiimphery^] Where would it commence—at the Eailway Institute, or nearer the railway station? 
Nearer the railway station.
70. Jl/V. Wright.1 Would it not begin almost at George-street? 
from George-street.
71. President.'] Does any extension from Eedfern towards the city involve the alteration of Devonshire- 
street ? Tes ; any extension affects Devonshire-street, but in the Hyde Park proposal I have arranged to 
lower Devonshire-street, so as to be suitable for all kinds of traffic, with a 16-feet headway. The worst 
grade is 1 in 25, which is a good grade. The level of Devonshire-street would be affected by any scheme 
which went across that street; but if you remove the terminus to Hyde Park, Devonshire-street can be 
lowered and the grades and headways rendered suitable for all classes of traffic.
72. But with this scheme, in that the extending lines rover a greater length of Devonshire-street, it
increases the difficulty, because you cannot get the grade I suppose? Yes; the grade at the eastern end 
is shortened, and consequently is steeper. The difficulty in all these questions of extension, especially tho 
extension of a terminus, is the difficulty of keeping up the existing traffic while you arc connecting with a 
new station. If you could create a temporary terminus somewhere else, aud you had a free hand to do 
what you like at Eedfern, possibly the simplest way would bo to raise all the lines some feet up in the 
air. •
73. ilfr. Wriqht.] What is the difference between the railway level at Eedfern station and the crown of 
Devonshire-street? 10 feot on the lines of tho present station.
74. What is the difference in grade between the platform at Redfern station and the first tunnel going
out ? 1 think the lines are exactly level—64 feet above high-water.
75. How ftir back would you now have to go to raise the lines 2 or 3 feet ? You would not have to go 
back very far.
76. ToEveleigh? No; you would have to go back only half-way from the station. It will depend on 
the amount you require to rise. If you had a free hand you could raise the lino by starting back some 
chains beyond the southern end of the present station. You could raise the line sufficiently high to get 
over Devonshire-street without interference with the road traffic.
77. You could not do that without stopping the traffic? No; it is entirely out of the question. Continuing 
my description. I may mention that this section, which was got out on a large scale so as to be easily visible, 
shows the line between Devonsbire-street and Belmore Eoad. It will be seen there that immediately 
after passing Devonshire-street the ground begins to rise, and when you get from the Benevolent Asylum 
to the Police Barracks you are in a cutting. The ground does not give you any opportunity of getting a 
road around or underneath in any way. The section of Devonshire-street shows the lowering of that street.
78. Mr. Black.] Has that map any connection with the Hyde Park scheme? Yes.
79. President,] Or any scheme involving the crossing of Devonshire-street? Yes; but the levels crossing
Devonshire-street would be practically the same. '

80.

H. Deane. 
17^00897.

There would bo a lowering commencing
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It, Deane. ,so. Mr. WrightWould it bo possible to abolish Devonshire-street, and provide an overhead bridge for
'’t----- > tbe traffic? That would mean rising to a great height, because G-eorge-street is 14 feet below the surface17 Feb., 1897. rajis ^

81. What is the difference between the crown of Devonshire-street and your rail level now ? It is about 
10 feet.
82. An overhead bridge would not necessarily be very high ? It would mean rising up to that rail level,
and then rising another 20 feet, or in all 34 feet, which, from G-eorge-street, must be considered out of 
the question. _
83. Mr. Sos'kins.] It would cause great difficulty in working, too ? It would be impossible.
84. President] The grades on that would be a long way worse than the grade in a cutting? Tes.
85. Mr. Wright] What length of 1 in 12 grade would there be? Probably 120 or 130 leet.
86. Mr. Samphery] Would any scheme mean practically the closing of Devonshire-street for heavy 
traffic? No; the extension beyond to Hyde Park would not involve it. There are worse grades in Sydney 
than 1 in 12, but it is introducing a steep grade on a road which had previously good grades.
87. Mr. Wright] I suppose, as a matter of fact, niueteen-twentieths of the heavy traffic to the railway 
station come from the north along Belmore-road from the city proper, and not from the southern portions ? 
I should think so.
88. The only traffic which a steep grade would affect would he the traffic which comes from the south to 
the railway ? Yes. It would only affect a very small portion of the traffic, and what traffic it does affect 
could easily go round by the new street. It would have no heavy grades to deal with in going by that 
way, and it would be simply going a little further.
89. President] Will you be good enough to proceed now with your description of the plans? The plat
forms are shown as 060 feet long, but they are intended to he 700 feet long. At Park-street the platform 
is shown as 700 feet long, and these others will be brought in accord with that one. Taking the western 
side of the station first, there are two lines for country traffic, and between those two lines and the next 
there is a cab-road, which has its approach from Devonshire-street, and a return on to the wide approach 
to the station proper. Then comes a platform 33 feet wide, on the other side of tho cab-road. 'Then 
come three roads, and then another platform of 35 feet. Then come three more roads and another 
platform of 30 feet. Then come three more roads and another platform of 30 feet; and then two roads, 
another platform of 30 feet, and another road. It will be seen that there will bo eleven platforms and 
eleven roads, besides the three docks. _
90. Why do you say eleven platforms ? The first pair of roads on the western side gives practically two 
platforms. A double platform is really two platforms. There are three single platforms aud four double 
platforms. Between the eud of the buildings and the platforms there is a width of 80 feet. That main 
building is situated right at the end. On the western side of the station there are offices. At the north
western corner there ia a cloak-room 100 feet x 40 feet, aud the accommodation can be increased iu the 
basement. Then there is a large refreshment-room and closets, a large booking-office and general waiting- 
room, and on the north-eastern corner there are urinals and water-closets.
91. j!fr. Wright] Is it not rather awkward to have the cloak-room and large offices separated from tho 
platforms by a cab-road ? They are not; the offices at tbe side are intended for clerks and porters, and 
will not be required by the public at all.
92. Tour cloak-room will be required by the public, and it is separated from your platform by a carriage- 
road ? No ; it is separated from one of the platforms, but you must havc.a separation somewhere. That 
passage out is a foot-passage.
93. President] Have the Bailway Commissioners approved of that provision ? Tes; this has been
worked out with tbe Commissioners, _
94. You had better describe now the way your trams are going to leave? The Botany Bay tramway is 
diverted across the Belmore Park into the new street, and then round into Devonshire-street. On the 
western side of the station there is a large space for approaching the station and a cab-departure road 
shown with an incline from George-street up to the north-western eud of this approach, going over Pitt- 
street. Then, as regards tho George-street tramway, the line working towards the station will be diverted 
alongside that eab-departure road and go underneath the approach to the station until it gets up dose to 
the station, and then it rises on to the level. It will discharge passengers and take passengers on the 
same platform. There will be no crossing of the lines or any interference at all, because people will be 
able to get off and on at the same platform. It will be extremely convenient to people. The trams as 
they depart work round the curves shown near Devonshire-street and get back on to the line again. If it 
is required to connect with tho western suburbs, a connection can be made with the other trams, hut it 
was only thought necessary to show the connection with the George-street tram.
95. In the opinion of tho Commissioners is the accommodation shown on these plans ample for Eedfern?
Tes. _ _ _
96. Mr. Lee] TV ill you indicate where they exceed the existing accommodation? I will get the length 
of all the existing platforms. Decently a new platform has been built.
97. President] Will you furnish a comparison between the present accommodation and the suggested
accommodation? Tes. ■ '
98. 2[r. Lee] Through the tunnel under Ecgent-street, at the end of the railway yard, the whole of the 
traffic has to pass inwards and outwards ? Yes.
99. If you increase the accommodation at Eedfern Station, or at 100 yards beyond the station, will not 
the congestion always be at that tunnel ? There will be always a congestion at that tunnel.
100. Is there more space afforded by passing over Devonshire-street than the Commissioners now haver 
Tes. There is not sufficient length at Eedfern. With a greater length a great deal more could be done. 
At Eedfern it is exceedingly inconvenient, and it is very difficult to work.
101. Mr. Black] Do any of your schemes propose an increased tunnel? No; but this plan will give the 
length that is required to do the shunting operations.
102. Mr. LLumphery] Is there accommodation through the tunnel at the present time for more than the
existing number of roads, which I understand to be six ? I believe it would be much more convenient for 
the traffic if there were more room in the tunnel. The Commissioners consider the traffic is very much- 
pinched up there. _
103. I do not think that quite answers my question. I think it is the different classes of traffic coming in

through
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through the tunnel which it is difficult to accommodate—that is, after the trains had passed through tho Beanei
tuimel? Tes; and although the traffic is pinched there, if you could lengthen the station at Kedfern 
you would case the shunting at the station and you would give the accommodation which is really required, c ’’ '
Por instance, at present some of the trains have to be split up. There is not room for the northern train 
to draw up at one platform, and, therefore, it has to he divided into two parts. With the exception of 
two platforms, I think there are no platforms sufficiently long to suit long trains. _
101'. Mr. If you extended the platforms at the existing station yon would increase the
difficulties ? You cannot lengthen the platforms, because the crossings would interfere.
105. Mr. llurnphery.~] What is needed is increased space and accommodation for trains after they have 
passed through the tunnel? Yes; you want greater length between the tunnel and the station, and 
greater length at the station itself.
106. Mr. Blacky Has the advisability ever been considered of diverting the goods traffic before coining
to lledfern tunnel by moans of a cutting or tunnel, making more directly for Xtarling Harbour ? 1 think 
it has heen under consideration. _
107. Mr. Wright.'] If the city railway were extended by a circular line there would he no necessity for all
this accommodation, would there? 1 think some accommodation would be necessary. ■
108. If you had a line from Kedfcrn to the city, running by a circular route, would nob tbe Eedfern yard 
be big enough for marshalling purposes? I do not think that has been considered. If the Commission 
wish that point to be considered, I should have to consult the Eailway Commissioners, and then I could 
report later on.
10!). Have you ever considered the question of a circular railway into the city ? Yes. ■
110. Mr. Bobcrts.] Is it possible to get sufficient accommodation at lledfern, without crossing Devonshire- 
street, by land resumption ? Ho.
111. Mr. Hoskins.] Hot hy taking the park ? Ho ; you cannot get at Prince Alfred Park.
112. Mr. Lee.] Could you not resume land on the tunnel side, so as to enable the yard to be widened ?
Yes.
113. Mr. Hoskins.] Why could not part of Prince Alfred Park be taken ? Because you cannot get 
round to it; it is sharp off to tho right as you pass through tho tunnel.
114. President.] Is it not possible to shift Dcvonshirc-strcet to the north and give tho desired accommo
dation ? The question of shifting Devonshire-street to the north, and thus lengthening the platforms, 
has been under consideration ; but I know the Commissioners are of opinion that would ho only a partial 
relief—a makeshift. What they want to do. if possible, is to make a complete now terminus, giving tho 
extra length not only in the station but outside of it. '
115. Do you submit a sketch-plan of the proposed terminal station at Park-street as suggested by tbe 
Eailway Commissioners ? Yes.
116. Will you be able to explain that plan to-morrow to the Commission ? Yes.
117. Are you prepared to hand in an estimate of the cost of extending the railway system to .Park-street?
1 will read the estimate. It is as follows:—

Land resumption between Belmore Bark and Liverpool-street ...................................... £100,000
Buildings (000 foot root) ........................................................................................................ 2OO:O0U
Construction of line........................................................................................... £260,000
Signals and interlocking........................................................................................... 10,500
Electric lights ............................    4,500

----------- 280,000
Shelter-sheds and alterations....................................................................................      20,000

000,000
Add for extension to St. James’ Boad......................................... 50,000

£050,000

THUltSLAY, 18 PELliUAllY, 1897. 

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (Phesidjet r).
The lion. FuEDEiircK Thomas Hum chert, M.L.C. 
The lion. Jaaies Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Ciiables James IIobehts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
The Hon. Daniel O'Connob, M.L.C.
Henry Claeke, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P. 
John Lionel Peoan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Georoe Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, further

examined:—
.1 IS. President.] You placed before the Commission yesterday a plan of tlje proposed extension to Park- H. Bcnm?. 
street, and an estimate of tbe cost of the extension? Yes. 1 have handed in some plans of Park-street ,
for distribution to Members of tbe Commission, and the plans on the wall will give all the information 18 Feb., 1807. 
that may be required.
119. "With regard to the item of £100,000 for land resumption, you have said that it is very probable that 
it will require to be increased, as tho width of the line lias been increased:—is there any other cost, 
excepting the value of the park laud, which we need add to your total estimate of £600,000 ? Not 
unless prices go up i cry much. That estimate was cut clown so as to be adapted to the prices that, 
prevailed some months ago ; but prices are beginning to show a considerable rise.
.120. Your 10 per cent, allowance would in all probability cover it? T do not think so. I have cut that -
down also to a minimum. This estimate of £600,000 includes a certain amount of contingencies aud 
engineering expenses, but I should not like to reckon too much on that.
121. What will cover it? I cannot toll how prices will go up.
122. If an estimate wore made to-day, is that £600,000, plus what has to bo added to the £103,000, the
amount? Yes. <
123. Mr. Hoskins.] Based on an estimate made some months ago ? Yes; I think it would fairly cover 
it now.

196—JS 124,
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S. Define. 1241. ]\lv. Wright^ "When tho city railway was projected in 1885 there was a question of resuming this 
land between Liverpool-street and Belmore Park, and I think it was then estimated by Mr. Mills, of 

18Feb., 1897. an(} pj]^ at £55,000;—have you any record of that valuation? ] have heard something about it, 
but I have not seen any of the papers. _
125. Does this estimate of £100,000 include any money which you will have to pay to the Benevolent 
Asylum? Ko. ’ , .
12(5. Will you explain as briefly as possible the nature of tho accommodation which is^provided at Park- 
street ? The accommodation at Park-street is precisely tho same as the accommodation which I described 
at the Benevolent Asylum site, with the same number of platforms and the same length. It works out 
within a few feet of the same. At the Benevolent Asylum site wo get 7,480 lineal feet of platforms, and 
at the Park-street site 7,430 lineal feet; the difference between the two is due to how the ends of the 
platforms come out between ihe roads. _ ,
127. In crossing Liverpool-street your lines are congested into a comparatively narrow space ; will not 
the same difficulty present itself there by reason of that congestion as now exists at lledfern Station by 
reason of the tunnel ? No ; all that has been worked out.
128. How much greater length have you in the park than you have between the tunnel and the terminus 
at Eedfern ? The Park-street arrangements give practically a length ol 1,800 feet.
129. Prom Liverpool-street? No; from further back. Yon must reckon from that street. You must 
reckon where von can start with the collecting and dispersing lines. Prom there to the end of the platform 
is 1,800 feet, and that is really what we want in any case. At lledfern, if you take it from the inside of 
the points, leading off to tho carriage shed, and measure 1,800 feet, you will come up to Belmore-road.
130. You have ample room here to work the traffic ? Yes ; that has heen gone into very carefully by tho
Chief Commissioner with me, and he is quite satisfied that it is a weli-arrauged plan as nearly perfect aa 
you can make it. _ T
131. Mr. Hoskins!] There will not be any tunnelling on the Park-street lino ? Bo; there will bo a bridge 
at Liverpool-street, and an overhead bridge at Q-oulburn-street, carrying a number of lines.
132. Mr. Wright,.] There is no danger to be apprehended from working these lines as proposed here. 
No ; because we have 1,800 feet clear for the shunting and reception of the trains. At Eedfern you have 
far less than that. Yon have only practically inside the points leading off to the goods and carriage sheds ; 
you only have, 3 think, about half that length.
133. Yon have eight lines here as against six lines in the Eedfern tunnel ? Yes. _
134. Mr. Hoskins.] You will have to resume some houses between Belmore Park and Liverpool-street to 
erect the piers for your bridges ? Yes ; but that does not take up much more room than the width of the 
rails. We shall not want more than 8 or 10 feet on each side, I desire to hand in a return showing the 
length of each platform at Eedfern Station, at the Benevolent Asylum site, and at Park-street. It is as 
follows:—

Lvanirr or Platkoiims.
Redftrri Station, Jienesolma Asylum.

Platform A .............................. ., 41)0 ft. long. 2 platforms B10 ft. .
B ............................. .. 490 „ 8 „ 700 „ ................... 5,600 ,,

No. 1.......................... .. 490 „ 1 platform 060 ,, . ................... SCO „
,, 2........................ .. 490 ,,
„ 3.......................... .. 47o ,, Total. ................... 7,180 „
„ 4........................ .. 200 „
„ 5.......................... .. 020 „
„ 0......................... .. 020 „
„ 7.......................... .. 225 ,, Park-street.

„ S.......................... ... 450 „ 1 platform 050 ft. . .................. 650 ft. long.
** q 325 „ 1 ,, 620 „ ,5J

„ 10......................... ... 325 „ 8 platforms 700 ,, .
)> „ u.......................... ... 420 „ 1 platfoim BOO ,, . .................. 660 „

Total.......................... 5,720 „ Total. ..................... 7,430 „

The platforms at Eedfern Station measure 5,G20 feet, as compared with 7,430 feet at Park-street and 
7,480 feet at the Benevolent Asylum site. .
135. ]’resident.] Have you any right to tunnel under property for railway purposes ? No, not without 
resuming the property, to tho best of my knowledge. That matter was carefully inquired into some time 
ago. Under the Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act you can only tunnel for any other purpose 
than railways;—you have to resume the properties for railway purposes.
136. Could you, by leaving sufficient cover, tunnel under properties without detriment to the buildings 
on them ? Yes; that has been done. By leaving sufficient cover, as a rule, it can be done.
137. Is there legislation in other countries permitting a tunnel to bo made under a property ? I do not 
think so ; I think it all has to be paid for.
138. Would it be reasonable legislation for ibis Colony to pass—the Colony owning the railways ? It
the tunnel were sufficiently low down I think it would he reasonable, provided the Government paid for 
any damage which might be done. _ ,
139. Mr. Hoskins.] According to the figures given in your evidence the total cost ot the l ark-street 
extension would be about £1,500,000. You estimate £800,000 for the works themselves? No; that 
estimate includes everything. It is £600,000 to Park-street and £050,000 to tho further site, and that
includes everything. . . . , - , , ,
140. President.] These are the salient points of this scheme, which is viewed most favourably by the
Commissioners? Yes.
141. What does that building marked 600 feet mean ? That is the covering roof over the platforms.
142. Is the building indicated on the plan what you propose to adopt? At the Benevolent Asylum site
we should not require so large a building as that; it would he a Lvo-storey building, because the 
Commissioners’ offices would not have to be provided in that building, but only traflie offices. The 
Commissioners, if the Park-street or King-street site is adopted, will find accommodation in that 
building, but not at Eedfern, which would be too far away. _ _
143. It is a question where the terminal station is to be, aud this is the terminal station for the Park- 
street scheme ? Yes; I would like here to supplement what I said as to the tunnelling. Although no

doubt
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doubt you can tunnel if you are deep enough without disturbing the buildings, I doubt very much H. Deane, 
whether any extension into tbe city we can make would bo deep enough to avoid interfering with the 
buildings altogether. ] do’not quite see how a suitable or practicable line could be made far enough down 1 10 *
with sufficient cover of sandstone so as to avoid tho possibility of damage to houses. All the large and 
more important buildings in Sydney are carried down to tho sandstone, and there is a considerable amount 
of excavation through the top clay and made ground. In Hyde Park that amounts to about 25 feet I 
think on the average. If you make a tunnel so as to get under the sandstone down below you get a 
platform level at a very great depth—probably at from 40 to 50 feet down in places. That means a great 
number of steps to got up to the surface. If you want to keep near the surface you get partly into sand
stone probably and partly into the softer material on top through which the foundations of the important 
buildings go. As regards the lighter buildings whose foundations do nut go down to the sandstone, I doubt 
very much whether you can tunnel under them without the risk of causing settlements.
144. Does it mean that you must either be under the park or under the streets ? Tes, generally speaking.
145- Mr. Wright.'] Or resume? Tes.
146. President.] Under tho streets would it bo safe enough ? Under the streets it would be all right.
147. The Commissioners’ sehemo is a surface one ? It is all open.
145. Aud the Hyde Park terminus is a surface terminus ? ------ ■ .
140, Mr. Wright,] How much would the platform he below the level of Dlizabeth-Etreet? The station
starts with the rails say about IS or 19 feet below Liverpool-street and rises up to near the altered level 
of Park-street. The level is below Park-street, but you will have no steps to go down.
150. Mr, Pee.] That would ho with the object of keeping the line level ? I have given a tip-up. Stations 
are made on a slight grade. There is no harm, hut an advantage in having a starting-station made on a 
grade dowmvards, because it is then easier to start the trains. As long as the grade is not steeper than 
the rolling-stock will stand on, then you aro all right.
151. Mr. Raskins.] If you had a tunnel to carry eight roads, would it not he so wide that it must interfere 
with the foundations of tho houses on the sides of the streets ? Tes; there would not bo room, to do it 
comfortably, for more than two lines.
152. President] Could you put four lines down ? Only with difficulty.
153. Mr. Wright] The whole block, from where the lines cross.Elizaheth-street till you come to Liverpool- 
street, must he resumed to the full width you want ? Tes.
loi. President] How many lines can you put down in a tunnel under a street like Elizaheth-street?
There would he room for four lines if you open out the street and cover it iu again.
155. Would that affect the buildings? Hot unless there are cellars under tho pathways.
156. Mr. Hoskins] J do not think the buildings in the lower part of Elizaheth-street are aligned, and 
therefore it is very irregular in width? There will be, of course, that difficulty to deal with; but in a 
66-feet roadway you can just about squeeze four lines iu, hut you would have to be very careful with your 
foundations.
157 Mr. Wright] Have you a G6-£eet roadway ? There are some in Sydney, but mostly they are about 
60 feet.
158. Is Elizaheth-street or Castlereagh-street a chain wide ? King-street is 60 feet wide, and Elizabeth- 
street, I think, is a 66-feet road. The proposition of the Commissioners to carry tho railway down to the 
Custom House comprised only two lines. I would much rather have to deal with two lines of way than 
four. At the same time I think four lines with care could he laid, but it would be very difficult to 
avoid damage to houses on each side.
159. President] With two lines of way you could do it ? Easily.
160. Would they carry all the passenger traffic in the city ? No.
161. How is it the Commissioucrs suggested a scheme which is not likely to carry the traffic ? I have 
given a description of the scheme. Up to Hyde Parle there were four lines of rail, hut beyond Hyde 
Park only two lines. Some of the traffic would stop at Hyde Park ; two lines would be taken on to 
Circular Quay and two lines round to the eastern suburbs.
162. Mr. Lee] Prom an engineering point of view do you favour a terminus at Park-street or one at 
St. James’ Head? Both aro equally good for traflie purposes and from an engineering point of view',
163. Which of the two do you prefer? There is no doubt that the St. James’ Bead extension is better
than the other, because it brings the line further into the city, but as regards accommodation and from 
an engineering point of view they are precisely similar. .
164. if it were extended to St. James’ Jtoad how would Park-street he affected ? The lines would go 
uudor Park-street without altering the level.
165. Would not that give you a sunken station at St, James’ Eoad? No, you would rise up in the same
way. There is a fall in the ground from Park-street down to St. James’ Eoad.
166. Is there not a block of Government property iu the vicinity of St. James’ Eoad—on the western side 
of Elizaheth-street ? Tes; but it is not large enough for a mam terminus.
167. Could it be utilised in any way in connection with this scheme? Not with this one.
168. President.] The area owned hy the Government in the block is about an acre and a half; an acre of
land is iu the hands of private owners;—tho Eailway Commissioners require 14 acres for a surface station,
I think? Twelve acres, I think. "
169. Does it appear that there will be a sufficient area of land at present in the possession of the Govern
ment in the block hounded by Market, Castlereagh, King, and Elizabeth streets to make a daylight 
station ? Tes, under the modified scheme.
1/0. And from that going towards Eedfern Station there would be no resumptions at all, and no danger 
of interfering with any interests until you pass Liverpool-street? No. Ton can keep clear of any 
property till you pass Liverpool-street. J
I J opposite the Public Works Office, at the corner of Phillip and Bridge streets, there is an area
of Government land about 150 feet square ? I do not know how wide it is, but I think it is about 150 
feet long.
172. That is not long enough for a daylight station ? No.
173. _ Mr. Wright] Does not Lady Toung terrace belong to the Government ? I do not know. I have 
not inquired.
174. Could you put four lines of rails in the piece of land between Elizaheth-street and Castlereagh-
street, where St. James’ School stands, and then produce two of the lines to Circular Quay ? I do not 
think you would be able to get in there aud out again in the space. 175.
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E. Deane. 175. Supposing you could put four lines into that area near King-street, could you work the whole of the 
' Sydney traffic in the space available between the Wo streets F I can only go by ■what the Railway

18 Feb,, 1897. Commissioners stated in their report to the previous Railway Commission when they recommended that 
modified scheme. _ _
176. What did they say then? They proposed then, I think, to run some of the trains down to King- 
street with four lines, and to continue W-o lines on to the Custom House.
177. It appeared reasonable to the Commissioners that four lines to King-street would do the traffic ? 
I do not think it would be quite that.
17S. Would it be possible to run four sets of rails from King-street to Circular Quay ? No.
179. Two lines can go on to the Custom House, and four cannot ? Tes. I am not sure that you can get 
two lines on without resuming some of the houses along Elizabeth-strcet. I will look into this matter 
and report to the Commission.
180. Supposing that two lines were carried right through the city hy one route and came hack by another, 
would that bo wide enough to work the traffic ? I should think it would.
181. That is with two sets of rails going right round ? I should think it would. _
1S2. There would be no necessity for large resumptions for station purposes—no shunting would be 
required, and hardly any yard accommodation ? Ton would require to Save your main station at Eedfern. 
Any shunting required or marshalling of trains or distribution would have to be done at Eedfern.
183. JPresidenL'\ It would mean a circular resumption right round tbe city ? If you can get under the 
houses without materially damaging them, of course the houses arc left to be used, and you can get a, rent 
from them. You have to resume on account of the damage which you will do, but still the damage, 
although it occurs, may not render them uninhabitable or unsuitable.
184. Mr. Uosifcifls,] You have heard that the proprietors of underground railways have had to pay large
sums to compensate people for alleged damages to foundations of their houses, even though the railways 
did not interfere with the foundations ? I know that there has been a lot of compensation paid. I would 
wish tho Commission to understand that I am not advocating any of these schemes. I am recommending 
no scheme. I am merely reporting on the feasibility and desirability or advantages of one or tbe other 
from an engineering point of view. _
155. Mr. Wright.'] I suppose you are prepared later on to eriticiso any schemes from an engineering 
point of Hew ? Yes ; but I cannot give an opinion on traffic questions or questions whether a site for a 
station is desirable without infringing on the rights of the Eailway Commissioners. According to the 
Eailway Act they have the power to fix the stations and so on; my duties realty comprise tho 
engineering part of the business. I produce a plan of the city of Sydney, in answer to the request of tho 
President, to show what I consider possible lines of railway. It is to be remarked that nearly all these 
lines shown here have been suggested more or less in one or other of those schemes which have been 
previously submitted. I have got out what appears to be practicable. I have shown n lino from Eedfern, 
in answer to Mr. "Wright’s inquiries, crossing Liverpool-street into Hyde Park, and turning np into the 
north-western corner of Hyde Park to Elizabeth-street, and then turning off to the right so as to tunnel 
right under Macquarie-street, and with a turn come round to Circular Quay. The levels are right enough 
for a line like that, but as a surface line at Circular Quay was not reckoned desirable, I suppose it to 
be carried on overhead over Circular Quay, and then to get under the ground on the other side of the 
city, near Harrington-street, and then follow under Church Hill from Wynyard-square, following as 
much as possible under the roads—unfortunately you cannot follow the roads altogether—and then 
coming into daylight about Liverpool-street, aud curving round aud entering the main station again. 
That line, where it passes under the Domain, could he lowered and continued down to Port Macquarie, 
if required. Then the line on the western side was to he laid down so that it could be continued across 
by bridge to North Shore; that is the same position, for that purpose, as I submitted to the other Eoyal 
Commission. Then there are other connections shown, branching off from the northern end of Hyde 
Park. There is a line shown turning round to the eastern suburban line, and a double connection is 
made there by a fork to Circular Quay and Hyde Park also. Starting again at Eedfern, there is an 
extra set of lines starting from the goods side of Eedfern Station and running parallel to the other lines 
as far as Liverpool-street, and then turning off to the right to get down to Woolloomooloo Bay on the 
other side. That line will pass under the line branching off to the eastern suburban line, but a 
connection with it can be made by tbe lower fork. Then, 1 have shown on the plan some lines off to 
Pyrmont and Glebe Island. I have a larger plan to show what has been done in regard to Glebe Island. 
Hnder instructions from the Minister, I had surveys made, some years ago, from Stanmore and 
Petersham to connect with Glebe Island and Long Nose Point; it is not shown on this plan, because tbe 
plan is not wide enough.
156. That will serve Balmain ? Yes.
187. Mr. Farnell.] Do you not propose to go beyond Long Nose Point—across Parramatta Eiver ? No.
188. Mr. Black.] Is the line under Wynyard-square merely a return line, or is it for setting down and
picking up passengers ? It can be nsed for picking up passengers, of course.
189. 1 suppose it would not serve the purpose if run along the waterside ? Ido not think anything
would be gained by running it along the waterside.
190. Mr. Wright.] Is it possible to continue a passenger line with a traffic line round the wharfs ? I 
think it would be a great mistake. I think, in any case, the passenger traffic must be separated from 
tbe goods traffic ; it is done all over tbe world. It would be most inconvenient to mix them up.
191. Could not a circular line, with a branch to tbe wharf, bo utilised for that purpose ? No; it would
bo too high. A line for goods purposes must be a separate line, and it is immaterial as regards expense
whether it is by itself along tbe wharfs or alongside another line; but tbe two kinds of traffic cannot be 
mixed up.
192. You think the goods line must be distinct from the passenger line ? Yes; that opinion seems to be 
held all over the world. Different railway companies, in other parts of tho world, I know have gone to 
very great expense indeed to get the two kinds of traffic separated.
193. Have you made an estimate of the cost of thesb schemes ? No.

FRIDAY,
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FRIDAY, 19 FEBRUARY, 1897. 
JJ resent:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (Peesidext).
The Hon. Feedjeiuck Teumas Humpheby, jM.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hosktns, M.L.C.
Tho Hon. Charles James Eobbrxs, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
II:iNJix Claeke, Esq., M.P.
Cjiahles Alered Lee, Esq., M.P.

John Lionel Eeoan, Esq.. M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Georoe Black, Esq,, M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, further
examined:—

19-1. President^] Yon promised to find out whether it would be possible to run four trains into the block W Beane.
bounded by King, Castlereagh, Market, and Elizabeth streets, and for the trains to return F I have tried
that on paper, and I find that the area is too restricted. To make a proper scheme it would be necessary 19 Feb., 1897.
to encroach on some of the properties at each end, fronting Elizaheth-street. There is no room to get in
the lines and out again and get iii two dead-ends.
395. Mr. TVrt.gM.'] It is not wide enough ? It is quite wide enough, but it is not long enough.
19G, President.] Supposing the line stopped absolutely there, would it be possible to get two trains back
wards and forwards—for you have the width of tho road and you have the space under the road on both 
sides, which gives you another 2 chains ? Yon do not want any width on the Castlereagh-street side, 
because there is not length to get across there, I think it would he possible to scheme out something if 
they were dead-ends—if yen were not carrying the line on any further.
197. Mr. Hoskins,'] Is there room there for a large station ? No; it would be a very small station. The 
length of tho Government land in that block is 360 feet, reckoning from Market-street to tbe High School 
boundary, a °
19S. Mr. WrightWhat length ia it from that point to King-street F 160 feet.
199. Supposing the Government resumed all the land in that block on the northern side of the High School, 
would that give you sufficient roomp I think it would make a fair wayside station, hut it would not be 
a very roomy one. “
20Cb Mr. Hoskins.] With a small station, would you not be reviving all the difficulties of working the 
traffic which are experienced at Eedfern Station F This extension in any case null involve the construction 
of a newr station on the Benevolent Asylum grounds. v -
201. In addition F Yes; you could not get over that; Eedfern must be improved.
202. Do I understand that any city extension will necessjfate the resumption of the Benevolent Asylum 
grounds, and that you must have a station there under any circumstances F Yes, unless you bring tho 
terminus on to Hyde Park; but otherwise yon must do something at the Benevolent Asylum grounds.
203. Is the Commission to understand that if yon extend the railway to Ihe city, say to King-street, 
or anywhere else, the Benevolent Asylum site, and, perhaps, the Cemetery ground, must bo resumed to 
have a large station there, because the existing station at .Redfern is too small ? Yes ; you are bound to 
have an improvement of the present terminus station, either by shifting it across Devonshire-street, or by 
making a new one in Hyde Park.
204. President?] Have you taken into consideration the moving of Devonshire-street further north, 
and, instead ol virtually abandoning Eedfern Station, working that station in with your proposed 
improvements? I wish to point out, in the first instance, that any alteration of Eedfern Station will 
entail an entire reconstruction of the passenger platforms and docks ; and the easiest way of dealing with 
it is to make a new station beyond. It is a mistake to suppose that the ground on which the present 
station is will be .wasted. The space will be necessary for tbe distribution of the trains and for bringing 
thpm into the station. Eeferring to tho plan of the Hyde Park scheme, the station is not merely that part 
lying between Liverpool-street and Park-street, but practically it starts from a point near "Goulburn- 
street. From that point where yon begin to manipulate your trains, to tho end of the docks at Park- 
street, the distance is 1,800 feet. Now, if you measure 1.S00 feet from where the lines branch off, say at the 
carriage-shcd in tho yard at Eedfern Station towards Belmore Park, it will carry you nearly to Belmore- 
road. With tho existing, heavy traffic at Eedfern it will be extremely difficult, and perhaps almost 
impossible, to make a partial extension into the Benevolent Asylum grounds. The platforms at Eedfern 
are not properly arranged. The station-building was erected a long time ago, when the requirements of 
Ihe railway traflic.were nothing like what they are now. The amount of the traffic then was extremely 
small compared with what it is now.
205. Mr. Wright?] Supposing that Devonshire-street were closed, and a street were run obliquely across the 
cemetery in its place.—would that give yon sufficient room? I do not think that such a deviation could 
be worked in. 1 have here a plan—it is rather a rough one—which 1 have had prepared in compliance 
with the wish of the Commission to show the proportion of ground which will be taken up by the 
Benevolent. Asylum scheme. It is proposed to take up the space which is tinted rod on the map, and 
which it. will bo seen forms a very large proportion of that area. The only way of getting the traffic 
round will be by taking it right round Garden-road. On the eastern side of the station it is proposed to 
have a wide street (which goes into Devonshire-street) to take the converging traffic,
206. President.] Supposing that you drew a line on the map from the old police-station in George-street,
parallel with. Belmore-road, what amount of line would it cut off? About 150 feet of line, and you lose 
the cud platform and the building and the approach at the end. ”
207. Mr. Wright?] Adding on the space occupied with buildings and with the roadwav, what length will
it cut off? 320 feet. . > o
208. President?] How much platform is wanted ? I think it is 70 feet.
209. Mr. Wright?] You must have a parcels office and a ticket office at one end available for all the 
platforms? Yes,

-Prcsident?\ IVhat is tho length from Devonshire-street to the end of your line? About 700 feet.
211. Towards the end you haYC another 300 feet for your offices ? Xee.
212. Surely it would be better to move Devonshire-street further north and keep them altogether ? By 
running the station over Devonshire-street you do not separate the lines,
213. It means cither cutting the station in two or abandoning everything in Eedfern Station ? It would
mean the abandoning of the buildings and offices, 214.
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H. Deane. 214'. The platforms ami all the buildings ? Tes, When you want to make a change it must be a radical 
1/'7TT*-T7T one; it is no good to botch tbe thing.

e ■’ 215. Is it not a'piiy to have tbe thing cut in half hy the street? No ; it is not cut in half hy the street.
There will be no gap there, because the lines will be carried over the street.
21G. Mr. Jletxsall.] Would any great inconvenience be caused by closing Devonshire-street, as long as 
you provide access to the trucking-yards and produce-sheds by means of the new road you propose to 
make F I do not think very much inconvenience would he caused. It was thought desirable to avoid any 
complaints in the matter, and a subway for light traffic was provided. _
217. President.'] Supposing you had to put your railway-station on the northern side of Devonshire-street, 
would it not be better if you had no Devonshire-street ? It would save expense.
218. Mr. Wright.] If there was no Devonshire-street, would you design your buildings so far to tho north 
as you do ? Tes.
219. Mr. Soskins.] Tbe proposed station either at the Benevolent Asylum site or at Hyde Park will be
for passenger purposes only ? Tes. , .
220. A portion of the yard at Eedfern Station is used for the arrival of produce and merchandise. Supposing 
the passenger-station were shifted to the Benevolent Asylum site or to Park-street, would thero not be 
more room left at Eedfern Station for the arrival of merchandise and produce from the country ? I think not.
221. Not if you did away with the platforms ? No. I think the same space would be required as at
present. It is all occupied now. If you did away with the platforms you would do away with a compara
tively small width. _ _ ,
222. Tou do not propose by the alterations which the Commissioners suggest to give any additional
accommodation for the mland produce trade ? No. _ _
223. Mr. Black.] How many feet is it from the Devonshire-street end of the existing platforms to the
fence round the Benevolent Asylum grounds ? About 120 feet. _
224. How many feet do you require to be added on to the space from the mouth of the tunnel to the inner 
end of the railway platforms to give you room for marshalling your trains ? About 1,800 feet.
225. President.] Will you he good enough to state what is wrong with the Eedfern Station? The length 
is not sufficient, and there is not room to make the distributing roads right for shunting purposes.

Mr. .Hoskins.] Do they propose to have carriage-sheds at Park-street? No. _
227. President.] If it is too short from the tunnel to the platforms it is impossible to make any alterations 
to the south ? I understand that the best arrangements of the space have been already made, but they 
are most unsatisfactory.
228. Itis not a question of the site which exists, because that is cut off by Devonsbire-street? Tou 
would get length of platform, but you would not get proper arrangements for running into the platforms.
229. Mr. Hoskins.] 5Tou would have a smaller station at tbe Benevolent Asylum site than the proposed 
station at Park-street ? The building would be of less height.
230. Mr. Humpherg.] Have you any estimate of the cost of the Park-street building ? £200,000.
231. What would he the exact cost of the building which you think would bo necessary on tbe Benevolent 
Asylum site ? Including the foundations, which would be very much heavier at the Benevolent iisylum 
site, I make it £185,000.
232. Practically there is an inappreciable saving? There is not much saving.
233. There would be a saving of £15,000, but on the Park-street site you would provide offices for the
Commissioners ? Tes, _
234. Which would not he provided on the Benevolent Asylum site ? No. I think that is a fair statement.
235. Mr. Hoskins.] Why would the foundations be so very expensive at that site? Because you are so
high above the ground at that end. There is a great drop in the ground. The platform at Eedfern 
iStation is 64 feet above the level of the sea, and Belmore Eoad, right in line witli the station, is only 33 
feet above sea-level, _
236. Tou would have to build up the foundations ? Thorc would be a great deal of foundation in the 
north-western corner ; but the space below would be utilised.

, 237. President.] At King-street, supposing the railway was to be extended underground to the north,
how deep down would you be ? With good grades it would be about 35 feet.
238. If it was not to bo extended to the north it would be about 20 feet? Tes, at Market-street.
239. Tou would bo deeper at King-street? Tes,
240. Supposing the Government determined to make a railway station at Port Macquarie, there are two 
ways to get to the port, namely, either by going straight ahead or by going under the Park. To go straight 
ahead would simply mean very heavy resumptions to get down to Port Macquarie ? Tes.
241. Would you be deep enough, passing from King-street towards Hunter-street, by keeping easterly so 
as to get under tbe Park as soon as possible;—would there he enough for cap for your tunnel to enable it 
to be made without any interference with the building? If you follow the line I showed on the map 
yesterday, and get from that corner in Elizaheth-street, and then turn round, you get plenty of depth 
there to tunnel without disturbing the houses.
242. Tou would get into the Park somewhere near Governor Bourke’s statue ? Tes,somewhere near thero.
243. Therefore, there would be no resumptions ? I do not know about resumptions, hut you would not 
injure the buildings, I think,
244. Parliament could pass a law which would permit the Government to tunnel, always providing that 
they did not interfere with the buildings? Tes ; I am pretty well sure that it could be done, but I would 
like to look into the matter before I expressed a definite opinion.
245. Mr. Wright.] The old surveys by Mr. Whitton show that that could be done? Starting from tho
north-eastern corner of the Park we could tunnel, but this is different. _
246. The rail level was 60 feet below the surface ? I know there was great depth; we wore right into 
the sandstone.
247. President^] Prom the Domain, would it he possible to have an underground railway coming out on the 
surface at Port Macquarie ? Tes.
248. That is apparently the only way you could approach the harbour from Eedfern in a northerly
direction without heavy resumptions? Without injuring property, because the necessity of resumptions 
would have to be dealt with afterwards. _
249. Mr. Blacki] In that case I suppose it would not be wise to have a central station at Port Macquarie ? 
That would not he a central station; it would not dispose of the Benevolent Asylum station.

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, 23 FEBRUARY, 1897.
JJttamt:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, Esq., M.P., (President).

The Hon. Eiiedericic Thomas Humphery, M.L.C. 
Tiie Hon. .Tames Hoskins, M.L.C.
Tho Hon. Charles James Podehts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
Henry Clarjie, Esq., M.P.

John Lionel Pecan, Esq., M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Prancis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.

John Parry, Outdoor Traffic Superintendent of Southern Lines, Department of Railways, sworn, and
examined:— '

250. Fw&ident.] What is your position ? I am Outdoor Traffic Superintendent of the southern system, 
Government Railways.
251. Do you come hero at the instance of the Railway Commissioners? Yes.
252. You desire to place a return before the-Commission? I wish to lay before tbe Commission a return 
showing the number of trains in and out of Redfern daily. [Vide Appendix.] I have taken two ordinary 
days, namely, the 25th and 29th January, and the last Eight-hour Holiday. On 25th January tbe total 
number of trains and engines in and out for the day was 555, and when the business people were coming 
into the city between 8 a.m. and 9 a.m.; the total number of trains in and out during tbe hour was forty- 
six, and between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m., thirty-nine; tho two busiest hours of the morning,
253. What proportion of these is passenger trains in aud out of the station ? Between 8 a.m. and 9 a.m., 
of the forty-six trains I mentioned, there would be twenty-two in and eleven out.
254. Does that represent one of your busiest hours at Redfern ? Yes ; between 8 and 9 rvonhl be the 
busiest hour on an ordinary morning, but on a holiday there would be more.
255. How much would the traffic increase on a holiday ? On last Eight-hour Day, which was a heavy 
holiday, the total number of trains in and out was 701, and between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m. thero were no less 
than iifty-two trains.
25G. Will you now state the number of passenger trains between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m. on tbe separate lines 
on an ordinary day ? Between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m. out of Redfern on tbe slow lines there were three trains, 
on the fast lines five trains, and on the goods lines two trains, and into Redfern on the slow lines there 
were six trains, on tbe fast lines six trains, aud on the goods lines nil—ten trains out and twelve trains in. 
257. Out of forty-six trains it appears that thirteen are engines running free ? Yes.
25S. So that there are thirty-three passenger trains between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m. ? Yes.
259, Will you now divide up the thirty-nine trains, in and out, between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m., in the same 
way ? Between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m. ten passenger trains out and twelve in.
200. The difference would be engines and goods trains ? Yes.
261. Fifteen engines and two goods trains ? Yes.
262. Supposing that instead of the engines running back outof the platforms towardsRcdfern it was possible 
to run them ahead towards the city; that would lessen the traffic by about thirty,would it not, in the two 
hours? ^ Of course light engines would have to go to their shed at Evoleigh.
263. If it were possible to arrange the Redfern yard by an extension towards the city, so that instead of 
an engine running back at the busiest hours of the day she could go towards a shed further on, you could 
lessen the number of engines passing on the lines by fifteen in each hour ? Although they would not 
run on these lines, you would have to deal with them in Redfern yard all tbe same. It does not matter 
at which end you have your engiue-sbed.
264. Mr. Hoskins.] Do they not run on lines on which trains do not run ? Asa rule, only goods trains 
run on these lines, except on special occasions.
265. President.] If tbe work in Redfern yard is limited to passing passenger trains in and out, it is 
perfectly clear that you have got rid of shunting seventeen in one hour and thirteen in another ? We get 
rid of the shunting of these engines if the trains run through. _
266. You ivould lessen the pressure in your yard very materially? We should if we could run them
through to another station ; that would relieve the working at Redfern Station, as tho engines would not 
have to shunt about the yard. .
267. If tho main station is moved to Hyde Park, Redfern then would not bo congested? Ho.
268. There is plenty of room for them all to pass through? Yes ; with a modification of the lines there 
would be ample room for them to pass through.
269. Aud still to be used, we presume, for au ordinary passenger station ? Yes, there would be ample 
room for an ordinary through station/
270. Mr. Hoskins.] And still the engines would be running down to Eveleigh? Yes. I understand the 
point of the President to be that if the terminal station were removed to the city there would bo no 
difficulty in passing the engines through Redfern from the terminal station to the engine-shed.
271. Redfern would then cease to he congested ? Yes.
272. You have chosen the busiest hours ? In the morning.
273. Are there busier hours in the afternoon? On tbe same date, 25th January, between 5 p.m. and 
6 p.m,, there were forty-five trains, and between 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. thirty-nine trains.
274. That represents your present maximum traffic ? On an ordinary day, but not on a holiday. On 
the last Eight-hour Day the total number cf trains and engines in and out of Sydney was fifty-two 
between 9 and 10 a.m. and iifty between 5 p.m. and 6 p.m. and forty-four between 6 p.m. and 7 p.m.
275. That is, engines running free and trains? Yes.
276. How many engines were there out of the number ? There were six engines out of the number 
between 5 aud 6 p.m.; seven between 6 and 7 pan.; and nineteen between 9 and 10 a.m.
277. I presume there are continual operations going on in the yard in addition to the number of trains ?
Yes. In addition to the number of trains in and out, every passenger train coming in during busy hours 
has to be drawn out to liberate the engine which has brought it in. If the coaches have done their 
work they are simply drawn out and shunted into the carriage-shed sidings. If not they may be run out 
direct or shunted to another platform, another engine being attached, or the same engine which broughtit 
m, to take it out to form another train. The figures in the return of the number of trains are exclusive of 
sbuuting operations, and represent trains passing between Redfern tunnel and Eveleighr The shunting 
operations arc ctirfied on between the station platforms and the tunnel. " 278.

J. Parry.

23 Feb., 1897.
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J. Parry. 278. Mr, Wrif/ht.] Do not some of the suburban engines push an outgoing train as it is leaving the 
S^Teb'lSSt l^at^orm ** ^°' drains are never pushed out; they are always drawn out. _

■' '279. President.'] They follow up closely ? Tes; the coaches are drawn out by another engine, andltfio
engine whicli brought them in follows up closely.
280. How many of these shunting operations take place iu an hour ? It would be almost impossible for
me to tel! you the number of operations. In tbe morning, for instance, the trains are so thick coming in 
at times that an engine not required immediately may have to be shunted to two or three different lines 
to clear other trains, or if a train comes into No. 6 platform tbe engine may have to shunt out of that 
platform and go to No. 1 or No. 2 to lay hold of a train to go right away.
281. Have you got a list of the goods trains coming into Eedfern Station for a week or a day, or would 
you prefer to give all this information in the form of a return ? It would be better for me to furnish a 
return now that I know tbe form in which you desire the information to be given. The return, however, 
to be furnished, will not give tbe Commission an adequate idea of the full amount of work actually done

' in Eedfern yard in dealing with trains, because it will not convey to you the large amount of shunting
to be done, as previously explained.
282. Presuming it was possible to take 12 acres of land or some such area to tho north of the present 
station, would it be possible to equip it with lines so that it would relievo some of the congestion to the 
south of Eedfern Station ? Tes, materially, if sufficiently far away from tho present station.
283. Supposing tho Eedfern Station is to remain as it is, and that you are given an area ahead of that
station to make what use you can of it—either in extending the station or in laying down shunting yards— 
will it do away with the pressure or congestion at tbe throat of the present yard ? 1 would bring the six
main lines straight through Eedfern Station—the ordinary bay platforms at Eedfern would not then be 
required. If you get away from the tunnel you can widen out aud arrange your platforms and roads in 
sucli a way as to reduce the amount of shunting very considerably by providing proper refuge-sidings for 
tbe engines to stand in, and for carriages to stand in to strengthen trains.
284. Are wc to infer from your statement that it means tho abandonment of Eedfern Station and the 
erection of new buildings ? Tes, as a terminal depot.
283, Supposing that it were found necessary to utilise the platforms aud buildings at Eedfern, with tbe 
extension would it be possible, ahead of tbe station, to carry out an3r shunting operations to relievo the 
congestion to the south of tbe station ;—is it possible to utilise it ? Not without entirely remodelling it. 
289. Have you any estimate of the cost of remodelling it ? No.
287. As far as the public aro concerned, there is really no difference between a station at Eedfern and a 
station on tbe Benevolent Asylum site ? No.
288. Supposing that each of your thirteen platform-roads were carried on to a point, say 1.000 feet north 
of the station and brought to another “ throat ” so that you could work the trains from both ends, would

■ not that obviate a great deal of the difficulty which you now experience? It may assist the shunting 
operations ; but 1 would respectfully suggest that you can make no alteration to the existing station which 
will iu any way compensate for the expenditure without entirely remodelling the whole thing,
289. Mr. Hoskins.] "Would not the difficulty which you now experience at the narrow neck where the 
engines cross over from the different platforms still continue ? Tes.
290. That is the most dangerous part of the yard ? Tes.
201. Could that be obviated hy extending the station further north and removing a number of these 
platforms so that there would not be such a convergence of roads and engines to one narrow point ? In 
my opinion to extend the present platforms a short distance north and converge the roads a^ain into 
through roads at the southern end would not be a satisfactory arrangement.

WEDNESDAT, 24 FEBRUARY, 1897.

present:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, Esq., M.P. (PrestiW).

The Hon. Eredericjc Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
Tim Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles .Tames Eoheris, C.M.G.,M.L.C. 
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Frank Farnell,

Charles Alfred Dee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Fkoan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq , M.P. 
Francis Auousrus Wright, Esq., M.P. 

Esq., M.P.

John Parry, Outdoor Traffic Superintendent of Southern Lines, Department of Eailways, further
examined:—

J. Parry. 292. President.] Tou wish to make a statement bearing upon the evidence you gave yesterday ? I do.
293. Will you be good enough to read the statement ? It is as follows :— "21 Feb., 1897. J

I Imvu prepared, for tiie information of the Commission, some returns {Vide Appevrfi}') showing,—
(1 and ]A.) The number of trains and engines arriving and departing through Jtedfein tunnel on np and down lines 

during each hour of two ordinary days, yiz. 2otli aud 29th January, 1$97.
(2.) The number of through-passenger trains, and number of suburban-passenger trams, ariiviug at and departing from 

Sydney during each hour on an ordinary day, • ■
(3.) The approximate number of passengers arriving at and departing from Redfern Station during the busy hours of 

morning and evening on an ordinary day.
(4.) The number of trains and engines arriving and departing through Redfern tunnel during each hour on last Eight- 

hour public holiday, Oth October, 189(1. "
By referring to statements Nos. 1 and 4, it will bo seen that on an ordinary day, 29th Januarv, i he total number of 

passenger and goods trains and light engines passing through Redfern tunnel to and from 1 he station and Darling Harbonr 
was 5(11, and tho number during the busiest hour was forty-iivo. On last Eight-hour holiday the number of trains 
increased to 701, and the number during the busiest hour of the day was fifty-two.

Statement No. 2 shows that the number of through and suburban-passenger trains in aud out of Redfern during an 
ordinary day was 324. Of this number, thirty-eight were dealt with iu Hie busiest hour of the day. The
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The number of through and suburban-passenger trains passing through the tunnel in and out of Kedfern on last Eight- J. Parry, 
hour holiday, oth October, 1896, was 476, and the greatest number during an hour of the busiest time ■was thirty-seven. f

The number of trains and engines shown as arriving and departing, however, does not represent the work done in 2f Fob,, 1897. 
tho passenger yard, as a. large proportion of the passenger trains arriving have to be drawn out from the platforms and 
shunted to liberate the engines which brought them in, or to place the cars at other platforms to form other trains. There 
is also a great deal of shunting of the engines to keep them out of the way of incoming and outgoing passenger trains, as 
there arc no refuge sidings between the platforms or the main running lines to allow of the engines being readily shunted 
clear to take water or stand while ether trains arrive and depart; nor are there any sidings between or handy to tbe 
platforms where spare couches can stand, so as to be readily available to strengthen trains, and considerable shunting across 
the main running linos is occasioned to get to the carriage sidings.

The distance between'the ends of the passenger platforms and the junctions of the goods yard and the Darling Harbour 
branch with the main passenger lines is much too short, and frequently causes delay to shunting operations, both in the 
passenger yard, the goods yard, and to the goods trains on the branch. The arrangement of the points and crossings is also 
unsuitable to conduct the traflie satisfactorily in consequence of the limited length, and being hemmed in by tho Darling 
Harbour branch, the yard having been added to, piecemeal, fiom time to time.

The sidings between Dailing Harbour branch and Mortuary for storing carriages necessitate trains of cars to bo 
shunted through the tunnel in tho face of the incoming passenger trains when drawing the empty trains out of the sidings 
to set back into the passenger platforms, besides blocking goods traflie on the branch while the shunting is being done.

Platform},.
There are thirteen platform-roads {including the two recently constructed), but of these, two, viz., Nos. 4 and 7, are 

useless for trains to arrive at or depart from, they being only 173 feet and 233 feet long in the clear respectively. Nos. 9 
and 10 platforms are also much too short to accommodate ordinary seven-car trains without fouling other roads, they 
being only 313 feet and 24S feet long in the clear, whereas the length of a seven-ear train with engine is 410 feet and 
424 feet long, acuording to the class of engine, and it is frequently necessary to run trains up to nine cars, tho length of 
which is about 530 feet, and on holidays it would be au advantage to run even up to twelve cars at times, the length of 
same including engine being GS9 feet. "

Tho lengths in the clear of the eight platforms, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 6, 8, and A and B, are as follows, viz., Nos. 1 andj2,
469 feet each ; Nos. 5 and 6, 824 foot oauh ; No. 8, 405 feet; A, 48S feet; B, 482 feet ; so that it will he seen that only 
Nos. 5 and 6 platform-roads will hold trains of more than eight cars and engine clear of other roads. Much difficulty is, 
therefore, experienced at holiday times by trains standing on one line blocking the entrance to other roads.

None of the platforms are provided with roofing or awning sufficient to admit of passengers’ luggage and parcels of 
long country trains being discharged under cover, and in wet weather this gives rise to complaints,

Main-entrance Platform.
The end platform at the front of the station is most inconvcuiont and too narrow. Thero are no means of keeping 

it clear of persons who are not travellers, but who congregate and stand about blocking tbe way and inconveniencing 
passengers, Passengers arriving and departing meet each other on this narrow' platform, which at busy times becomes so 
congested that the porters and officer.! are unable without much difficulty to pass along from one platform to another, and 
it is only with the greatest difficulty and risk to passengers that parcels and luggage barrows can be got through.

204. Mr. Ho skin st.'Is not that the fault of the railway officials ;—cannot they prevent stragglers and 
idlers walking about the end platform ? It is all open, and if an officer spoke to a stranger and he said, 
“ I am going away by the train, and am going to get a ticket,-’ you could do nothing with him. I tried 
energetically once to deal with these people, but I found that I had to drop back ; you cannot deal with 
them. It is the same with the latrines ; the building is frequently filled with loafers wfho simply go there 
to use the place—t boy are not passengers, but we cannot challenge them as it is impossible to ask every man 
who goes there, “ What brings you here ; have you a ticket!” Tou may possibly challenge one who had 
a ticket; you cannot demand to see their tickets before going in.
295. President.'] Will you now resume the reading of your statement ? Tes.

The approach from the 
the main cab approach.

streets to tliis platform also involves much inconvenience and risk to passengers in crossing 

Cloak-room.

Tliis room is too small, most inconveniently situated, and gives rise to much irritation to passengers at busy times. 
On one of the recent busy days no less than about 1,3S5 to 1,500 different parcels were dealt with by passengers depositing 
and calling for same. A great proportion of these parcels were dealt with between the busy hours of morning and evening, 
and although tho maximum number of men who could work in the space were employed, still delay to passengers could not 
be avoided.

Parcels Ojlire.

The Parcels office is small, aud the cart approach to same is too contracted in space to admit of a sufficient number 
of carts to draw up to the platform to deliver and receive parcels during busy times, and delay to carts takes place in 
conseipionce. The difficulty of conveying the parcels on barrows to and from the trains through the crowds of people on 
the end platform is very great.

Ihfreshmcnt-room.

The present room is much too small and inconvenient, both from u public and Departmental point of view.

296. Mr. Soberis.] Have you a record of the number of passengers carried on Eight-hour Day ? !No; I
am unable to give the number of passengers carried into (Sydney cn that day. "
297. Tou havo, I think, a record of the number carried on an ordinary day P I obtained it simply by 
counting the passengers in tho trains. I had special officers out to count the passengers as the trains 
were coming in. My opinion is t hat on the last Eight-hour Hay we dealt with about 100,000 passengers,—
50,000 in, and 50,000 out.
2!)S, How would that compare with the traffic on an ordinary day ? That would be about 150 per cent, 
more. On an ordinary day the total number arriving in Sydney would be, approximately, about 20,000.
299. President.] Nine-tenths of that number would be suburban passengers ? More than that.
300. Will you ascertain what proportion are suburban passengers, and what proportion are long-distance 
passengers ? I will get the information, approximately.
301. Would there be 20,000 passengers in and 20,000 out ? 20,000 passengers in, and approximately tbe 
same number out,
302. Mr. Tlo&lcins.] Have they not some arrangement in Victoria at the railway stations by which they
do not allow persons not going by train to go on a platform unless they get a special ticket ? I believe 
that is so, and we do so here as far as possible. Eor instance, we do not allow people to go on No. 3 
platform unless they have either a railway ticket or a platform ticket, because wo are able to fence off 
that platform and put a man at the gate ; but the end platform, where the cabs approach, we are unable 
to fence olf, aud in consequence ot the refreshment-room being on No, 5 platform wo arc unable to fence 
that off. ‘
303. Mr. Lee.] The chief trains start from that platform? Tes.

190-0 301.
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J. Pjtrry. 301. Tou do place a barrier across that plaKonn when, the principal trains are starting? On the tnmicl 
24 Feb^1897 a^° °/ t^lc rctre.^]ment-rcoin wc do for the mail trains only.

The inconvenience to the wording of the Department is not caused by tbe influx of loafers, but 
because the station is too small to give egress and ingress to the passengers 7 The difficulty of keeping 
people clear of the main entrance platform and the space is too small. Referring to the plan of the new 
station, yon will see that no one will he able to pass on to the general platform, which is 57 feet wide, with
out obtaining a ticket; the whole of the people coming in with tickets will go on to the general platform, 
and everyone who wishes to go on to another platform from the main platform will have to show his 
ticket to a porter, and the tickets will be chocked to see that the people go to their proper trains. The 
main platform will be fenced off from tho other platforms.
306, The whole of the station will be absolutely under the control of the oificers ? Yes.
307. And they will be able to control the traffic which they are unable to do now ? Yes.
80S. Ko ordinary alteration of the present station would enable you to do that? You would have to 
take in Devonshire-street to make the alteration necessary to the present station, and then it would be 
defective.
300. -Preside^!1.] Tou could lengthen the platform too ? Yes ; but after yon have improved the entrance 
to the station the question of safe working will arise.
310. It is the yard behind the station which becomes the trouble then ? Yes.
311. The extreme length you gain is 12 chains, that is, twelve carriages ? Even then it is inconvenient to 
have the general waiting-room, the ladies’ waiting-room, the refreshment-room, and all other buildings on 
these two platforms between Ko. 3 and Ko. f>, and Ko. 6 and Ko. 8.
312. Where are you going to put the buildings in the now station? In the front.
313. Why cannot you put these buildings in the front too ? Even then it means remodelling tho whole 
of the portion of the yard between the platform and the tunnel. Supposing you take up all the sidings 
you will not have room enough. Even supposing you extended the platforms "for a considerable distance 
north, you would not have room between the ends of the platforms and tho tunnel junction to make a 
proper and convenient passenger yard.
314. Supposing it were possible to move Redfern Station up bodily, bow much room would you require
between the tunnel and the southern end of the platforms to give you room for a suitable yard? The 
plan of the new station shows the wav in which you get proper arrangements in for wording the trains. 
It is about 1,900 feet. ”
315. How far from tbe turning shown on that plan would be the southern end of the proposed station in 
Park-street ? About 1,200 feet.
S1G. The station proper is 1.200 feet long? 1,200 feet from the outside of the shunting-points to the 
southern end of the platform.
817. How far is it from the tunnel in Redfern yard to the southern end of the present station ? About 
980 feet. 1
318. Therefore, it is 220 feet shorter than yon believe is necessary? More than that, because as you 
will see, the goods branch to Darling Harbour joins the main rung lines about 240 feet back from the 
mouth of the tunnel and this restricts your yard space to Hie north of the tunnel.
319. But, supposing that this point were brnugbi nearer the tunnel, m shunting vour carriages into and 
from the platforms you would have a considerable amount of shunting into the tunnel again? You 
wouldJiave trains shunting through the tunnel in drawing out and sotting back.
320. You first objection is that it is too short by 220 feet ? The distance is too short,
321. Will you now explain how the goods line turning off into Darling Harbour further blocks the yard ? 
Inasmuch as the goods trains passing to and from the Darling Harbour branches have 1o travel on*these

' passenger lines up to that distance.
322. Mr. Ifosh'ns.] And have to cross the arrival passenger lines ? Yes: the arrival and departure
a great deal. '
323. Mr. Humphery.'] Your calculation is tiiat 980 feet, less 240 feet, which is taken up hy tbe approach 
to Darling Harbour, would bo available m Redfern yard as compared with 1.200 in the new station ? 
Between the southern end of the old platform and the tunnel we have only 960 feet, but that space is 
further restricted by this Darling Harbour branch which joins the passenger lines 240 feet back from tho 
tunnel. That gives us a space of 720 feet.
324. President.] Wonld it be possible to cheaply devise any scheme by which the yard could be 
lengthened towards the south ? I do not think so.
32-5. Did you ever look at it carefully ? Yes. It would mean an enormous cost in land resumptions.
326. You have no land there ? Practically none. I Ihink, that would be of any use ; it would have to be
resumed. " ”
327. Mr. LeeIs it possible to devise a scheme to widen the tunnel by taking land on Ihe eastern side 
and utilising Prince Alfred Park ; if that were done, would it give the relief which is desired ? It would 
mean an enormous cost in land resumptions,
328. President.] Can you get 1,200 feet to the south of the present platforms along the main line:—is
there no way by which you can devise it at all? I would not like to suggest it. ’
329. Supposing it is suggested, have you any idea of whaf it would cost ? Ko.
330. The crucial thing is not the station itself, but the yard behind the siatiou, and you state that you
want 1,200 feel;;—will you be good enough to explain why you cannot get 1,200 feet to tbe south of the 
station ? 1 believe the tunnel would come practically in the middle of your yard, and I do not think you
would get the height, and that it would cause a considerable alteration of the streets to get depth for 
girders which would span over a sufficient width to admit of a clear space for these additional roads and 
sidings necessary to widen the yard out. Assuming for a moment that it is possible to extend the yard in 
a southerly direction wilh the large number of trains we have coining in day bv day, amounting on an 
ordinary day to 500 or 600, besides the enormous amount of shunting going on continually during tho 
day, the inconvenience it would cause would be such that it would be almost impracticable to carry out the 
alterations in that direction so as to provide a proper station.
331. Will you prepare a statement showing the reasons why it is not possible to extend the yard 
to the south? I ivould suggest that it is purely an engineering matter, aud although I should bo 
pleased to do anything you may wish I think the engineer wTould do it more readily and equally well.

. ' If
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If you ask me from a traffic point of view whether it is feasible to ex I end the station in that direction, I J- Parry, 
would strongly urge that it should not be done, because of tho enormous inconvenience which must of 
necessity arise to the general public to say nothing of the risk attendant in carrying out the works in the 2 e 8 7. 
middle of so much traffic. Assuming for a moment, for the purpose of argument, that it is possible to 
extend the yard in a southerly direction and get the required yard accomodation you will see that the 
platforms shown on this plan of the existing station have only two roads between them—that is, one for 
each as a main arrival and departure road. There is no third” road between these platforms, aud there
fore, every train which runs into the platform must, of necessity, be drawn out before tbe engine can be 
liberated; whereas, if we had a central independent road, between these platform roads, a train would 
run into the platform, the engine could cut off, cross over to the middle road, and run back to tbe southern 
eud of tbe train and couple on, and thus save an enormous amount of shunting. A second train could 
arrive at the opposite platform, and its engine could be cut off and use the middle road in the same way.
332. There are only two roads between the platforms at Redfern? Not more than two, and in some 
cases only one.
333. Ton regard that as a salient defect, which you cannot get over? It is a very serious defect in a 1 
terminal station, where so many suburban trains are arriving aud departing. If you will refer to tho 
plan of the new station you will see that that great defect is obviated by having a middle line. That will
do away with an enormous amount of shunting. It is a most important point to have three roads between 
the platforms for suburban traffic.
33-i. Mr. Hoskins^] I believe you despatch the express train to Melbourne from one of the western plat
forms? 1’rom No. 5.
335. You have another platform still further to the west ? Yes.
336. When you are despatching the Melbourne express from No. 5 platform, or when you are despatch
ing trains from the more western platforms, each train has to cross over the arrival line to get on to the 
departure line at the end of the platform? The Melbourne express starts from No. 5 platform.
337. It has to cross over the arrival line ? No, it runs straight away on the same line.
333. But some trains departing from the western platforms have to cross over the arrival road to get on 
to the departure road if they are going to the south ? But when you come to the mouth, as it were, of _a 
largo terminal station like Sydney you abandon your arrival and departure roads, because trains when they 
arrive at the entrance to the yard simply branch off so that you can run them into any platform.
339. lucre would be no danger if tbe trains were diverted from the main road on to a siding parallel with 
the arrival main road ; but supposing that they have to be taken across an arrival road is there no danger 
or a collision occurring ? There should bo no danger, because tbe lines would be properly signalled, and 
it a train were departing from one road, and in order to get on to its proper departure road it had to cross 
an arrival road, the signals controlling the trains on the arrival road would of necessity be at danger, and 
if the drivers observed these signals there would be no risk of a collision.
340. To ensure a prevention of accidents it is necessary that the driver of an arrival tram should be 
exceedingly careful to look at tbe signals, and the signalman must be careful to see that the trains are 
properly signalled ? Yea.
341. Is it not unusual at a railway terminus in Europe or Great Britain for trains leaving a station 
loaded with passengers to have to cross a road on which passenger trains are arriving very frequently? 
No; it is the usual arrangement in terminal stations. At tho Liverpool-street terminus, one of the most 
modern stations in London, you would find that existing there in just the same way.
342. That is to say, that outward trains cross the arrival train roads with great impunity? Yes, because 
to conduct a large traffic you must of necessity be able to run the arrival trains to any platform, and also 
io start trains from any platform to either of the departure roads.
343. Is it not a fact that trains are sent into sidings from the main departure roads where they do not 
have to cross other roads ? No ; it is the usual thing at a terminal station to work in that way. Suppos
ing a tram was brought into a platform on the west; if it was started with passengers from a platform on 
the west, it would have to cross the arrival road to get on the departure road; but supposing it does not 
depart from the platform tbe engine would still have to draw the coaches out to cross the arrival road in 
order to place them on some other road to enable them to be put in position for the train to start from 
another plat term road whicli does not cross an arrival road, so the coaches would have to cross the arrival road any way.
344. If there is a minimum of danger of trains not coming into collision by crossing roads on. which other 
fiains coino in, bow is it that the last accident happened at Redfern Station ? That was purely because 
the driver started without his signal being lowered; the signal stood at danger, and if the driver had 
waited until the arm fell nothing could have happened, because the incoming train itself locked tbe levers, 
so that the man could not pull the signal down while the train was coming in.
345. Is it proposed, do you know, at the new station either at Park-street or at the Benevolent Asylum 
site that tho trains shall be so arranged and ordered as they are now, that trains from one side of the line 
shall cross over the arrival roads or other roads coming in in an opposite direction? Of course in the - 
arrangement to the station every effort is made to prevent that as much as possible ; but iu order to get 
the maximum work from the station it must of necessity be that trains will cross each other as you say.
346. If the railway is extended to Park-street, will there not be less probability of trains having to cross 
other lines where^ engines or trucks are being moved about aud where there is a possibility of a collision 
taking place ? There would be very much less liability, because you would remove a very large amount 
ot the shunting across tbe running lines which has to he done at Redfern Station. ■ '

TKUBSDAY,
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HJROliSDAY, 23 FEBRUARY, 1897.
HttSEiti:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).
The Hon. Predericr" Trromas Humdhert, M.L.C. 
'J'he Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.

John Lionel Peoan, Esq., M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M P. 
Georoe Black, Esq., M.P.
Prancis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.

John Parry, Outdoor Traffic Superintendent of Southern Lines, Department of Hail wave, further
examined:—

347. President.'] Tou desire to malic one or two statements pertinent to your last examination ? In 
regard to your inquiry as to the proportion of long-distance passengers who arrive at Eedfern per day,

25 Feb., 1897. I have ascertained that the number of through passengers on an ordinary day would be, approximately, 
about 1,800—that is, from stations south of Cnmpbelltown, west of Penrith, north of Hornsby, and south 
of Sutherland. I simply took the trains, counted the passengers, and averaged tho number, as 1 have no 
means of getting at the exact number without counting the passengers, I have based these figures on 
the passengers coming in on a Monday. On other days the number would he slightly less perhaps, but 
it is tbe maximum traffic which we have to deal with, and which causes the inconvenience.
348. Mr. Lee.] Tou haVe special excursion trains at intervals through the year which bring in many 
passengers ? We run special excursion trains from the country to Sydney once a month, and sometimes 
oftener, and on these days have brought in as many as from 1,100 to 1,200 passengers from the south, 1 
suppose from 1,200 to 1,300, or even more, from the west, and 000 or 700 from the north. Then, I suppose, 
on some occasions we would, get equal to five or six of these cheap excursions coming in on the same day.
349. Then the capacity of the station is very much taxed ? Tes. On last Christmas Eve, for instance, 
from nearly 4'30 p.m. to 6‘30 p.m. it was with the greatest difficulty the passengers could move about on 
the end platform next to Devonshire-street, and it was next to impossible to get tbe luggage and parcels 
barrows through the crowd. I was there, and I walked backwards and forwards with the object of seeing 
what more I could do to distribute the passengers. We had special transit officers to regulate the cab 
traffic and the vans, but even then we were unable to control the traffic properly.
350. Mr. BeganNot with a double shift of men? Not with a double shift of men on the station. A 
cab, for instance, would drive up to tho station with a passenger and. say, two portmanteaus to go to the 
south ; a porter would lake hold of the portmanteaus, and then lose his passenger, and it would be a 
very long time before he would be able to get through the crowd and return to take another passenger’s 
luggage. It was due to the porters not being able to get about the platforms. Although we had a double 
shift on, and an extra staff as well, still we were not able to keep down complaints in consequence of not 
being able to move about and properly supervise the traffic on the platform.
351. Mr. JLoshins!] Surely these difficulties occur on stations in England during holiday times ? During 
holiday times, unless you have very ample room, you do get difficulties, but I do not think they are any
thing compared to what we got at Eedfern Station in consequence of tho defective design and arrange
ments at that eud.
352. President.] Me wish to know the number of suburban passengers per day, speaking approximately ;—■ 
is it 18,200? The traffic fluctuates, but I think the estimate of suburban passengers from stations np to 
Campbelltown and Penrith, Sutherland and Waterfall at 18,200 a day it would not be far out.
353. The figures you have given in regard to passengers and trains show that tho suburban traffic is the 
real weight of the whole business ? Tes.
354. That is really what provision requires to be made for ? The suburban together with the through traffic.
355. Mr. Moskinsi] Do you not think that in any arrangements which might bo made for traffic at a head 
station here, the suburban traffic should he separated from the long-distance traffic ? No; my very strong 
opinion is that the whole should be dealt with at one central station.
356. President.] What are the other statements you wish to make? The number of through trains 
arriving here on a Monday is about fifteen ; but that number, of course, is increased when we are running 
cheap excursion trains and on holidays. On last Eight-hour Day the number of through trains arriving 
in Sydney was about twenty-six—a very considerable increase on the ordinary number. On that particular 
morning the trains would he made up to the maximum load of the engines, which makes the trains very 
long, and therefore they cannot he accommodated at short platforms. Both in the busy hours of the 
morning and in the busy hours of the evening the shunting staff in the station-yard are taxed to their 
utmost to get the trains in and send the trains out without causing delays. Frequently incoming trains 
have to stand outside the station-yard before they can got a platform clear, or tho shunting-road or the 
mam lines clear from shunting, to get to their platforms. All these cases come before me where delay 
takes place through trains being blocked outside the station-signals. I look into the causes of the delays, 
and 1 am quite satisfied that, although the shunting staff do their very best to get trains through, it is 
impossible to avoid delays to trains at the signals during busy times.
357. Is there anything else you wish to state ? As regards the information asked for of the tonnage of 
goods arriving at Darling Harbour, and what proportion is for shipment and wbat proportion for local 
distribution, the Secretary to the Eailway Commissioners has arranged for Mr. Harper to appear before 
tho Commission. Tou also wished me to speak to Mr. Deane as to what were tho objections to extending 
the station in a southerly direction. I have spoken to Mr. Deane, and he will be prepared to give you 
further information. I have also seen the Secretary to the Eailway Commissioners on the question as to 
whether or not any plan has heen prepared for extending the branch to Darling Harbour further south, so 
as to keep clear of Eedfern yard, and he has promised to look the matter up and see if there are any plans.
358. Supposing Redfom Station were removed, would you be able to deal easily with all tho goods you have 
going down to Darling Harbour on the present track ? Tes, as far as the branch itself is concerned.
359. Taking it for granted that Eedfern becomes satisfactory, cither by removal to tho north or by
extension to the south, would you be able to work the traffic down to Darling Harbour without any 
trouble ? Tes, so far as the branch is concerned. 360.

J. Parry,
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360. Could you work twice the traffic without any trouble ? As far as tho branch is concerned I consider d. Pony,
yes. f '-'"'n
361. Could you do four times the amount of work? I would require to consider that matter, 25 Feb., 1897. 
supposing that we got fourfold the traffic, the only difficulty would be in crossing the main lines, and 
bringing ir, over the main suburban lines. It w’ould not affect lledfern station in the least if the junction
wero sufficiently far from tho shunting-yard.
362. Mr. Lse!\ At the present time you get over the difficulty to some degree by running the goods 
traffic in at night when there is little suburban traffic to be dealt with ? Tes ; we could accommodate an 
enormous increase of goods traffic.
■'163. Without interfering with the passenger traffic ? Yes.
361. Bo you remember that the congestion in lledfern yard has come about during the last three or four 
years? No; it has heen a source of complaint from the time I can remember. In 1881 1 interlocked 
Jtedfem yard, and the cry was almost as great then as it is now in regard to not being able to deal with 
the trains. Temporary alterations were made and additions given which provided for the circum
stances, not perfectly, but so that they could get along. Again a further extension was made between 
1886 and 1387. Then again the Commissioners, after they took office, made further extensive alterations ,
to bring the four lines direct into the station, by which an enormous amount of crossing and recrossing of 
the lllawarra trains across the main line trains and the main line trains across the Illawarra trains was 
obviated.
365. I wish to know whether the quadrupling of the suburban lines has led to further complication in 
lledfern yard ? No, it simplified it.
366. It involved the construction of more points in crossing the lines? Yes: but before the four 
lines were extended to the platforms the Illawrarra trains joined the suburban line at the tunnel—all the 
traffic, from the lllawarra line and from the main suburban line, simply came on to two roads there.
They had to cross each other’s track at the tunnel, and after doing that they had to cross each other’s . 
track going into tho various platforms at the station. Then, instead of the traffic on the four lines having 
to go on two lines, aud then branching out again, the ‘Commissioners extended four hues straight away 
to the platform, which enabled the lllawarra trains to come into tiie station direct, and go away direct, 
thereby minimising crossing of the main suburban lines. ”
367. The additional line outside has not led to any complication inside the yard, but, on the contrary, has 
made tbe working of the traffic there easier ? Yes.
368. And the congestion arises from one cause, and that is the increase of traffic ? Yes.
366. Will it be possible, by tbe resumption of land, to extend the lledfern yard? I have thought over 
this question since I was last before the Commission, and my own opinion is that it is practically 
impossible to extend the existing yard and make anything like a satisfactory arrangement.
370. I suppose if the line were brought into the city, lledfern station would become a suburban station— 
an outer city station ? Yes. it could be made a very good intermediate suburban station.
371. You admit that a shift has to be made;—do you think it will he more desirable in tbe interests of 
the railway traffic to go on to Park-street than to stay at Devonshire-street ? I think it would be better 
to go on to King-street; but failing that I am strongly in favour of going to Park-street.
372. You think a station at Park-street or at King-street is preferable to a station at Devonsbire-street ?
Yes.
373. It means a certain amount of cost and inconvenience to go 150 yards from lledfern to Devonshire-
street ? Yes, "
374. The additional facilities to Sydney people will he nil ? Exactly. *
375. It would be no more inconvenient to city people to bo put out at Kodfern than at Devonsiiire-sireet 
—would it not be better to bring them straight into the city at once ? I say decidedly yes ; and, further 
than that, if the railway were extended to Park-street or King-stroet, in my opinion the traffic would 
increase enormously, for I have no doubt many business men at the northern end of the city do not go out 
to live on tho lllawarra or suburban line, or on the north coast lino, because they have to take an omnibus 
or tram to reach the station. As omnibuses are not very reliable, ibey have to leave a margin of time to 
get the omnibus, and leave a margin of time at the station, in order to catch the train. There is not 
the slightest doubt but that from ten minutes to a quarter of an hour, or even more time is lost by a 
business man in getting from this end of the city to lledfern and catching the train; whereas if he 
could get into his train at King-street, knowing exactly when his train would start, he would just leave 
himself sufficient time to allow him to jump into his train, and it would not take more than three or four 
minutes to go between Eedfern and the city.
376. How tvill the railway fare between Park-street and lledfern compare with the tram fare and the 
omnibus fare ? J understand that the Commissioners proposed to charge a fare of Id. single and 2d. 
return, second class.
377. Unless tho charge is made equivalent to the fare charged by the trams and omnibuses, would there 
not be a danger oE a number of tho suburban passengers leaving the train at lledfern station and availing 
themselves of the trams and omnibuses ? The fare would not exceed Id. 2nd. class single, and 2d. 1st 
class single, 3d. 1st class return, and 2d. second return.
378. That would he less than tho street rates ? Yes. A.s regards season-ticket holders, their charges 
would be almost infinitesimal per day.
3/9. A large proportion of the suburban fares are collected in the form of season tickets ? Tes, very 
largely.
3S0. Does not that very largely facililate the working of tho railway traffic? It saves au immense amount 
of trouble for passengers to show their passes instead of tendering tickets. "With a season-ticket a man 
is saved the trouble of going to tho ticket-office every day to get a ticket.
381. \ ou are clearly ot opinion that the traffic must increase if the railway system is brought into the
city ? I am clearly of opinion that the traffic would increase very largely, anii that residents who now 
live in the eastern suburbs, and who have to come by tram aud omnibus, would take the railway to the 
western suburbs. ‘
382. I suppose the Commissioners do not contemplate any branch line for the western side of the city
for passenger traffic ? Not to my knowledge. ^
3S3. Mr. Hoskins,'] Have you ever thought of this view: to make a large station suitable for all requirements 
of the railway on tbe site of the Benevolent Asylum, Carter’s Barracks, aud the Cemetery, and to extend

two,
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J. Parry, two, three, or four lines with a, small station at the terminus for the suburban traffic, and to have the 
through traffic at the terminus I spoke of, seeing that a large number of the passengers who come from 

e *' long distances do not make for the offices in the northern part of the city, but have their business in all 
parts of tbe city or go out to the eastern suburbs ? I cannot say that I have given much consideration to 
that view. In my opinion it would lead eventually to complaints and inconvenience.
381, Tou would have plenty of room for shunting on the site I spoke of? Tes ; but we bring a large 
number of suburban passengers in in some of our through trains. Tor instance, tho Penrith train in the 
morning will, pick up 100 or more suburban passengers at Strathfield, and that train will require to go 
down to the city, because practically it is then a suburban train. Ko that to be satisfactory there would 
not really be many trains left at Eedfern if you brought all the trains that carried suburban passengers 
down to the city.
385. I asked that question for this reason : if a large central station were made with sidings and every 
accommodation, on land resumed at that particular place, very little compensation would have to be paid 
hy tbe Government, but directly you extended the line further if you wanted a large station in town even 
though you did take a portion of Hyde Park you would still have a lot of land resumptions ? I should

_ still consider it worth the effort to get a city station.
386. President."] Tou promised yesterday to ascertain tbe smallest area on which such suburban traffic as
is required to come to Sydney could be worked? I have thought that matter over, but I am not in a 
position now' to state what area will be able to accommodate tbe suburban traffic as purely separated from
the ordinary traffic, because it would require very careful consideration as to what was country traffic
and what was suburban traffic.
387. Kb goods traffic would go down? Kb.
388. "What area will be required to work all the rest of your traffic? I prefer not to express an
opinion at this moment; I could ouly give a very rough guess,
389. Would four or six lines be necessary to come in ? Pour lines at Ihe least.
390. Suppose you bring in all tbe traffic how many lines would you require ? We should require six
lines. '
391. Motive power becomes more powerful every year aud the tendency is to have longer platforms and 
to make bigger engines ? Until recent years one of our small engines, w-hich ran tbe Melbourne express, 
would only haul right through to Goulburn about three vehicles,—that is, three of our ordinary lavatory 
type ; but tbe engine of to-day will haul six vehicles, so that the length of your train is doubled.
392. With a population growing, the tendency will be to have stronger engines and, tlierefore, longer 
trains ? At race time the length of our Melbourne train, including one engine, is about 587 feet. With, 
our cheap excursion trains we use the ordinary old style of vehicle, and the length of an excursion train 
is about 540 feet. The platforms require to be long to accommodate trains of that length and to leave a 
little margin for coming aud going.
393. We know pretty well what length of yard and width of platforms aro required;—now, with six 
platform lines, whaf; width would you require to carry on the traffic ? I would like to have some time to 
reflect before I answer the question, because it is purely a question of what we would consider suburban 
trains and through trains.
394. Would the accommodation provided in Mr. Deane’s plan of the proposed extension be sufficient to 
enable you to work your traffic ? I have seen the plan which Mr. Deane lias submitted to tbe Commission, 
and I am of opinion that the accommodation provided is required now, and that it will enable tbe traffic to 
be dealt with for a very long time.

FRIDAY, 26 FEBRUARY, 1807.
present:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C, 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Eobehts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfreu Lee, Esq., M.P. 
John Lionel Eeoan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P,

S. E. 
Perdriau.

395.
396.

26 Feb., 1897. 39?'

Stephen Edward Perdriau, surveyor, Department of Lands, sworn, and examined :—
President.'] What position do you hold ? I am a surveyor in the Civil Service of the Colony. 
Ton have prepared a description of the foreshore of Sydney harbour ? I have.
Will you be good enough to read the description to the Commission ? It is ns follows:—

Statement of the ownership and present occupation of the principal-business portion of the water frontage of the City of 
Sydney, extending from Potts’ Point, Sydney, to Jones’ Bay, Pyrmont, and illustrated by a map of Sydney.

Commencing at Potts’ Point, at the north-western corner of M'Qundc's land ; from tliis point, without any break, 
the Government aro the owners of the foreshore oxtending along tho whole of Woolloomooloo Bay, the Domain, Mrs. 
Macquarie’s Chair, the Botanical Gardens, Farm Cove, Fort Macquarie, Sydney Cove, and Circular Quay to the southern 
side of Daves Battery, a total length of about 16,460 feot.

Woolloomooloo Bay.

The eastern foreshore of this hay, from the abovementioned commencing point at M'Quode’s land, southerly to the 
eastern end of Cowper wharf at the head of tho bay, was resumed by Governmentfor wharf age purposes on the 1st February, 
1S90, at a cost of £172.275; the leugth resumed was about 1,350 feet, wilh au average width of about 200 feet, and a total 
area of 6 acres 3 roods 12 perches. This land is in course of development, and pile wharfs are being constructed to provide 
five broadside berths, each about 300 feet long, for use principally for discharging timber and road metal. These wharfs 
will be approached landwards via Cowper Wharf, and the two at the inner end are to be available for use by about the 
middle of April next. By dredging the mud a depth of 2S feet of water at low tide will ho obtained at these berths, and 
the whole or Woolloomooloo Bay is gradually to be dredged to that depth; the work proceeding as the plant can be spired 
from more urgent work. ’

Cowptr Wharf.
Continuing westerly, Cowper wharf, about 1,400 feet long, with a jetty in the middle about 260 feet long, occupies 

(he head and south-western corner of Woolloomooloo Bay; it is now used almost entirely for over-sea vessels—the Gulf Lino 
for example—cargo steamers of over 3,000 tons gross. These pay no rent, for the wharf, but the dues collected by Govern, 
ment- under the Wharfage and Tonnage Act during 1896 for Cowpor wharf amounted to about £6,000 ; this includes £250

per
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per for the two sheds used for wool-dumping, and situated at the western aide, on what was formerly known as the S. E,
Admiralty wharf. It also includes the £15 per annum paid by F. Ireland, waterman, for permission to occupy a small area Perdriau. 
having a water frontage of about Id feet ad joining the north-western end of Cowper wharf.

The next occupation of the foreshore northerly is hy the Health Department, about 370 feet, for a quarantine reserve 20 Feb., 1897. 
or depot; thence bordering tile Outer Domain, the remainder of the western side of the hay is used for men’s and women’s 
swimming baths, ami rowing club and other bout-sheds. This length, about 1,400 feet extends to what may he considered 
the outer limit of Woulloomooloo Bay, vis,, the Domain footpath at the water's edge immediately to the north of the 
.Sydney Bowing Club shed. Close to high-water murk along this 1,400 feet the water is shallow, but the soundings show a 
depth of about 18 feet to mud at low tide at u, distance nf about 200 feet off,

398. Mr. Jloskins.] Have not the corporation an engine-shed there ? Yes ; but it is ou Crown land.
From the commencing point nt M'Quades to the said outer limit, the length of the foreshore of Woolloomooloo Bay 

is about 4,535 feet.

399. President.’] That is all available for wharf frontage if required ? Yes.
400. Mr. Jtolrris.] Are all the baths the property of the Crown ? The structures themselves are not the 
property of the Crown; but the land on which they stand is Crown land.

From the commencing point nt M'Q.uadc’a to the said outer limit, the length of the foreshore of Woolloomonloo liny 
is about 4,5.15 feet, or the same length as u straight lino in Darling Harbour, drawn from the north-western corner of the 
Australian Gas Company s wharf through Bynnont Bridge to the foot of lial Imrst-street.

V\ Al'EK FltO.vr.UlE OF THI! OUTKK DOMAIN AND BOTANICAL GARDENS, FARM COVE.
Continuing from the Sydney Rowing Club shed, the foreshore, being that of the Outer Domain and the Botanical 

Gardens, about 5,200 feet in length, is used exclusively for public recreation, and for the greater partjis'delimited by an 
ornamental stone sea-wall. Skirting the peninsula, at the end of which is Mrs. Macquarie’s Chair, it extends along the 
head and western side of Farm Cove (embracing the 20[) feet length let to F, Cavill, on lease for baths, at a rental of £20 
per annum) to the gate nf the Botanical Gardens, at the southern end of the road lying between Government House grounds 
olid tlie sea-wall. The depth of water at 150 feet out from high-water mark, on that part lying between the Sydney 
Ijowing Club shed and >Irs. Macquarie's Chair, is from 2G to 31 feet, to inud at low tide. Thence along the remainder of 
the j.lOi} feet the water is shallow close to the sea-wall of Farm Cove, but in the middle of the cove there is a depth of 
from Ui to dll feet at low tide. Borings have not been taken in this cove to test the depth of the mud.

At and near Fort Macquarie
From the said gate northerly, and again westerly, the sea-wall is continued along high-water mark hounding, m. 

routf-, the road last rofeiTed to and the reclaimed and level land of Fort Macquarie peninsula, a distance of alxmt 1,C80 feet, 
to the -“Orth Sydney horse-ferry dock. The fort of course is obsolete ; and no practical use, but for public recreation, is 
made of this ),GS0 feet, with the excepticn of the four small portions occupied respectively by the Men of War jetty, the 
watermen's boat dock, the jetty for shipment of exjdosives, and the large sewer at the northern extremity of the point.
The water is very shallow at places along tills wall. At a distance of 100 feet out it varies from 13 feet to 20 feet in depth 
at low tide, and borings .at that distance out, recently made along a considerable length at the north-eastern corner of the 
point, show rock bottom at about 13 feet from low tide level.

CnujuivAK Quay.
I'vnm the North Shore horEC-fcrry dock at the outer end of Sydney Cove, south-westerly, lie, in the order mentioned, 

the berths of the mail steamers of the Peninsular and Oriental Co., Mcss&geries Maritimes Cic., and the Orient Co,, a 
length in all of about 1,-500 feet, commanding the depth common to all the berths for over-sea vessels at the Circular Quay, 
viz., feet at low tide. iVoin the Orient Ou.'fi wharf, the remaining berth, about 500 feet long, extending to the floating 
Hetty at the foot of Phillip-strect, is occupied by ships and steamers promiscuously bringinsr general cargo and shipping 
wool and other Colonial produce. * a o = o . n &

jutty is used fur the casual requirements of harbour steamers canying principally excursionists; and 
^e^tcrly the whole of the head of the Circular Quay to the site of the old Queen's Wharf, at Pitt-slrcet north, about 

080 feet is occupied by passenger jetties, and with the exceptions of the Princes1 Stairs, located about the centre of the 
vuay, and the jetty immediately to the cast of same, the jetties are let at iixed rentals to the ferry companies, viz,, 
\\ atson s Bay Co., Manly Beach Co., and the North Shore Ferry Co., who occupy the two most westerly jetties, Ou the 
western side of the Quay considerable improvements have recently been effected in the erection of new wharfs and sheds, 
iiiid others arc m progress. The most southerly berth, about 4G0 feet long, is occupied by the Nord-Deutscher-Lloyd line 
of steamers. It was here that the (German steamer <( Friedrich dor Grosse,” of 10,000 tons burden, was berthed, the Ingest 
steamer that ever came south of the line. The next berth northerly, about 440 feet long, is under improvement in prepara
tion lor the Eastern and Australian line of steamers which now berth at Smith’s Wharf, Miller's Foint.

Tlie third and most northerly long broadside berth on this side of the Quay, about 409 feet in length, is occupied by

Board launches and other harbour steamers of the Government, reaching to the southern side of Dawes Battery. This 
land, having 120 feet frontage to the water and about 275 depth and 75 feet frontage to Georgc-atrcet North, was pur
chased by Government on the Sth of October, 1SS7, for £29,000.

The total length of frontage to the Circular Quay, from the horse-ferry dock to Dawes Battery, is ahout’5,04o feet.
401 Prrmdeni'l What h the length of water frontage from the northern end of the Botanic Gardens to 
the horse-ferry clock P About 1,680 feet.

Ihc average earnings for each of the seven long berths at the miav, four of which are on the eastern and three on 
the western side, was about £4,500 for the year 1896.

Dawks Battery.
Dawes Battery at Dawes Point, nnd the smaller area of land westward of George-street North, whereon the Artillery 

barracks ami public baths arc erected, is held under lease at a nominal rental by the Government of New South Wales 
froin the Impenal Gove Tam cut, who are the owners by deed issued to the Ordnance Department. The total water frontage 
is about I,.180 feet. A proposed exchange, which will in all probability he effected, cedes this land to the Colonial 
Govern menC,

402. What proposal da y°u refer to? There has been a proposal made iliat all the property held here
by the Imperial Government shall be ceded to this Government, with the exception of Garden Island, 
and they leave it to the generosity of the Government to purchase Admiralty House for them at North Shore. ^
403. Can we take it for granted that tlie 1,980 feet of water frontage you mentioned will become the 
property of the Colony in the future? I got that information from the Chief Surveyor, who has gone 
mto the matter fully, and knows the details of the proposal.

The Associated Wharfs,
I hose arc, of course, private projicrty, except where the reclaimed land has not been purchased from the Crown ;

(•onurnjiming with u alters wharf, at the Artillery Barracks above referred to, they extend westerly and round Miller's 
1 unit, and thence south-easterly, iinishing with Dibbs’ wharf at Clyde-street, a total length of about 4,370 feet. These

. have
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K- have thirty-three berths in all, and are known as tlie back wharfs. Circular Quay being the front wharf. T lie gradients of
Perdriau. the roads of access to these wharfs are very steep, varying from 1 in 101; to 1 in 15. Ships and steamers berth here,
r'"'—bringing general cargo from England and the Continent, and taking in wool and other colonial produce r.I here are largo 

26 Feb., 1897. wool stores on nearly all these wharfs, notably at the Central. Dalgoty's, and Bibbs’. and since the increased measure of 
freetrade in the fiscal policy of the Colony, sonic of the buildings formerly used as bonded stores are also available for 
wool, &o. The wharfs are associated to prevent undue competition for business among their owners, also so that vessels 
consigned to any proprietor in the Association can berth at any wharf that may happen to be vacant at the time of their 
arrival. All the berths are valued by the Association, and the wharfages collected hy the Secretary, and dividends pro rota, 
are distributed at intervals throughout the year. Except during the wrool season, lasting about live months, these wharfs 
could do more business than they get, and the Sccrctaiy to the Association, Jlr. Benson, stated before the Public Works 
Committee, about three years ago, that the wharf accommodation of the port of Sydney was four times as greatjis the 
requirements, and that at the associated wharfs they only get 270 over-sen vessels a year, whereas they1 could berth nOO.

Some of the associated wharfs, including the land and the stores and jetties, are woith as much as L100,000 each. 
The value varies very much with the business connection of the propiiefcor, and cudcnceon oath is available, showing 
that, wdien one of these wharfs was used by a business house in the city, doing a largo import trade, the wharfages, it 
collected, would have amounted to about four or five times the value to be derived by placing the wharf in the Association.

EASTERN SIDE OF DARLING HARBOUR.
From Clyde-stbeet to the Gas-works.

This frontage—about 675 feet—has not been used for shipping, probably' on account of the great difference in level 
between the Ivent-street frontage and high-water mark, and the precipitous character of the land.

The holdings arc of comparatively narrow width, with the exception of tlie site for ferry and landing place ahaut 
260 feet frontage—dedicated loth Augnat, 1871, which, however, has never been used for that purpose, it is under the 
control of the Sydney Municipal Council, and the part of it fronting Kent-street is used as a depot for w’ood-blocks.

Australian Ga.vlicht Com easy s TVouks.
This property has considerable frontage to Kent-strcct (whereon are the offices and coke yTard), and to the harbour 

about 5“.> feet. I am informed by the chairman of directors that at a very rough estimate the claim by the company, if this 
property were resumed, would be about £400,000 for the land, buildings, machinery, and disruption of business.

From the Gas-works to Pyemoxt Briikie.
(About 3,200 feet.)

Upon this frontage are located the wharfs of the principal coasting and intercolonial steamship companies, which 
necessarily must find accommodation in close proximity to the Sussex-street stores, where their cargoes of farm and other 
produce are sold. Three short lengths of this frontage, viz., that oE the sewerage reserve, the Balmain bony Company s 
wharfs, ami the Patent Slip wharf, belong to the Crown ; and two other portions, viz., those of the Lime-street wharf, 
about 330 feet, and the Market wharf, about 260 feet, also are Crown property, but are vested in the Municipal Council of 
Sydney. .The Grafton wharf, which adjoins the Gas-works, is nqw used for ovor-sea vessels. It was until a few months 
ago occupied by the A.U.S.N. Co., who have removed to the Lime-street and Patent Slip wharfs, situated further up the 
harbour. The principal companies occupying the wharfs along this very important trade centre are the North Coast, 
Union of New Zealand, Huddart Parker, Illawarra, A.U.S N-, Howard Smith’s, and the Hunter River New S.N. Co.

From Pikmont Bridge to the Head of Daelivo Harbour.
(About 2,080 feet.)

Several of those holdings embrace valuable portions of laud reclaimed from the harbour which have not been 
alienated from the Crow n. These are referred to in full detail in a schedule prepared by me and read before the Public 
Works Committe m 1894, when the proposal to remove the Pyrmont and Glebe Island bridges was under consideration.

There are some valuable wharfs on this southern side of the bridge, viz., the Albion. Mollwraith a two (now K, 
Reid), the Union Go's., and Russells’ wharf (now J. Taylor and others). About a dozen properties are comprised in tins 
length of frontage, and they are used respectively for almost every kind of wharf business. Coastal, mtoicolonial, and 
foreign steamers and ships berth here. Seme are used for timber, others as eoal depots, and on one is a flour-inill.

Since the bridge opening has been widened to 51 feet, cargo steamers of irom 3,000 to -1.000 tons gross register 
berth at Mcliwraith’s new wharf; but as the depth of water in the bridge opening is only 22 feet at low tide, the largest 
vessels must pass through at high water.

WESTERN SIDE OF DARLING HARBOUR.
From the bead of Darling Harbour to the western boundary of Darling Island the whole of the water frontage, a, 

total of about 6,810 feel, belongs to the Government.
Iron Wharf at the Darling Harbour Railway-yards and New Pile M dark extending to Pyrmont Bridge.

The iron wdiatf, commencing at the Fresh Fond and Toe Company’s Works at tlie southern extremity of Darling 
Harbour, extends on a fiat curve north-westerly about 1,450 feet, having projections 00 feet wide, extending 40 feet into 
the harbour, dividing the lierths, which are each about 240 feet long. The width of the wharf is 34 feet to the railway, 
which follows it throughout. The principal business at this wharf is in timber (fer despatch by rail) discharged from 
small coasting vessels, and in railway material lightered from over-sea ships. These berths are not long enough for modem 
over-sen tessels, and the depth of water commanded is insulficient. The depth of water at the bridge opening is only 12
feet at low tide. . , , - ,

Reference might here be made, in passing, to the fact that, the wool, tallow, hides, wheat, and other colonial 
produce brought by rail to Darling Harbour is there placed upon lorries oi drays and earned through the streets to tlie 
various stores in the city to bo afterwards carted ami shipped. The delay and inconvenience to business caused by this 
process will be avoided by continuing the railway as proposed, and hereafter referred to. to Darling Island, which is to be
made the shipping depot, „ „ , . , , , _ . ■ i tj

A new pile wharf occupies the 1,150 feet of space between the end of the iron wharf and Pyrmont Bridge. Hern 
also the depth of wider is insufficient, being not more than 20 feet at low tide ; but at tlie one berth, 250 feet long, W'lueli 
projects 40 feet into the harbour, the rock is being excavated to provide a depth of 26 feet to admit of tae direct shipment 
of frozen meat, which will be carried from Geddes’ store close by, by means of an overhead tramway.

Pyrmont.
(From Pyrmont Bridge to Darling Island.)

The land from the bridge north-westerly to Murray-stvect. having about SOOJeet water frontage, and bounded by 
Union-street, was resumed for railway purposes on 14th .Tune, 1881, at a cost of £117,829. Some years ago it was wliarted, 
and two piled railway jetties, each about 460 feet long and CO feet wide, and carrying three railroads, were thrown out 
into the harbour. They are used for shipping eoal, shale, horses, &c,, earned by rail. Two railroads from Darling 
Harbour yards cross Union-street at the bridge abutment.

The water is being deepened at these jeties to 2S feet at low tide. That depth has been reached along the greater 
portion of the eastern side of the more eastern jetty and the wharf. At the other berths it is not more than about -3 feet. 
The deepening will proceed as soon as the plant can be spared from work which is considered more urgent.

At the root of the more western jetty and on its western side the pontoon is berthed^ to receive too refrigerating 
railway car containing frozen meat from the country. Tbonec it is toned to the Pastoialists Association Stores at North 
Sydney. The meat is shipped from the stores direct for Europe, &c.

Continuing north-westcrlv the block of land bounded by Murray, Union, and Edward Streets, and Darling 
Harbour, and that bounded by bklward, Alma, Alma extended, and John Streets, a total water frontage of about 1,20.) 
feet, were resumed on the 7th August, 3896, for a public whaif and approaches thereto for the extension of the railway 
system to Darling Island. • ■*he
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^10 demolition of taildinga on the aito of the proposed railway lines at the corner of Edward and Alma Streets has S. E. 
already been effected. The claims for compensation have not been settled ; consequently the cost of the resumption cannot Perdriau, 
be stated. This frontage was used principally in connection with the timber trade, but several important portions of the 
reclaimed land abutting the water lias not been purchased from the Crown. 26 Feb. 1897.

Crossing John-street, Darling Island is reached—an area of 8 acres 1 rood 37f perches, having about 1,900 feet of '
water frontage. It cost £135,000 when purchased by the Government on the 4th June, 1889.

i JT i’h<; pstcot'shp and appliances of the old A.S.N. Co., whose repairing shops were located here, have been removed, 
and the island quarried down to a uniform shipping height. '

- The scheme for improvement of the berthage includes the construction of a solid quay of concrete, along the water 
frontage of the island. The depth of water to be provided is, as usual, 2S feet at low-tide. ' The outer limit of the quay- 
wall has been located some distance from the present shore-line, so as to curtail the amount of dredging and excavation as 
much as possible,

CONCLUSION.
Finally, this investigation shows that of the water frontage between Potts’ Point, Sydney, and Jones’ Bay, Pyrmont, ■ ■ '

the Government own and are in possession of about 23,590 feet. About 9,800 feet is held by private persons, and throe
fronting Crown lands, totalling about 870 feet, are held by the Municipal Council of Sydney as trustees. By the • •

addition of the frontage of Dawes Battery, the length owned by the Government will be increased by 1,980 feet (about).
' Dividing the total water frontage into sections, according to the uses to which it is put, shows

1. Woolloomooloo Bay, from M'Quade’s to Domain roadway, immediately north of the Sydney Bowing Club shed—
about 4,535 feet.

2. From said roadway to entrance gate to the Botanic Gardens, opposite Government House grounds—5,200 foot.
3. From said entrance gate to the horse-ferry dock at Port Macquarie—1,680 feet.
4. Circular Quay, from the horse-ferry dock'to Dawes Battery—5,045 feet,
5. Dawes Battery—1,980 feet,
6. Associated wharfs, from the Artillery' Barracks at Dawes Battery round Miller’s Point to Clydc-strcet—4,370 feet.
7. Eastern side of .Darling Harbour, from Clyde-strect to Pyrmont Bridge—4,450 feet.
8. Pyrmont Bridge to head of Darling Harbour at railway vards—2.0S0 feet.
9. Western side of Darling Harbour, from the railway yards along Pyrmont to western boundary of Darling Island

at Jones Bay—6,810 feet.

404. Mr, .ZZWrins.] Docs your statement of tlie water frontage in the hands of private owners include 
the sinuosities of Darling Harbour? I have not followed them closely. At the Central AV'harf, for 
instance, vessels are moored, although the frontage itself is not large enough. This statement docs not 
indicate the berthing frontage ; it shows the length of frontage of the land; it does not follow the sides 
of the wharfs.
405. President.] It is the ordinary way in wliich you measure water frontages ? Xes.
406. If Goyernment and private properties are measured in the same way, the comparison is a correctone? Yes. r
407. The State is in possession of three-fourths of the foreshores of Sydney proper ? Yes.
408. Mr. Hoskins^] borne of the other owners have not a legal right to the foreshores of their holdings ?That is so.
409. They have not obtained the permission of the Crown to reclaim the land ? In many cases that occurs.
410. President^ Have you prepared a description of the frontages to Blackwattie Cove ? Yes: it is as follows

_ BLACKWATTLE COVE.
' Blackwattie Cove lies between Pyrmont and the Glebe ; it is within 14 mile of Bedfern Bailway Station, and 3 mile 
of the nearest point on the railway at Darling Harbour.

^-ko water-frontage laud on tlie northern shore of the cove is nearly level, being reclaimed land. It forma part of 
the Hams Estate, and access to the water is very convenient from Banks-street and Gipps Crescent, which bound the water- 
frontage allotments. About half the total length of the foreshore, which is about 2,500 feet long, is leased to various 
persons, and used principally as timber-yards. The freehold value of those allotments varies with their position and depth, 
from about £30 per foot near tlie bridge to about £70 per foot at Pyrmont Bridge Road.

The southern foreshore of the cove is about the same length as the northern, but is much steeper, the gradients of 
the roads leading to thc water being very severe. The southern shore is inferior to the northern shore for business, and 
the design of subdivision of the locality is inconvenient for access to the water ; consequently land values are much lower 
than on the northern side. There is one large timber yard on this side of the bay at the Pyrmont Bridge Road, and about 
halt the remainder of the water frontage is occupied for businesses of less importance, and the rest for residential purposes.
, The Government wharf at the head of the bay lies between the Pyrmont Bridge Road and the cove. It is 1,075 
feet long, all in one straight line, and forms the head of the cove. The wharf is used for discharging road-metal from 
vessels carrying up to about 320 tons, and was built when the natural head of the cove was reclaimed from the harbour, 
and formed into the recreation reserve called Wentworth Park.

Direct access from Blackwattie Cove to the city is provided through Pyrmont, and thence by the bridge to Market- 
street ; but the gradients of the roads traversed and wliich cross the backbone of the Pyrmont Peninsula are somewhat 
steep.

The gradient is easy from Blackwattie Cove, via Wattle-street, to Redfern Railway Station.
-1 he Glebo Island bridge connects that Island with Pyrmont, and obstructs the natural access to the cove. The 

bridge opening is situated at the Pyrmont end, and is sufficient to allow of vessels up to 34 feet beam passing through.
In the opening there is a depth of 12ft. 6 in. of water at low tide. I was informed that a new pile recently driven at the 
western side of the opening required to be 50 feet long to reach the rock.

On the 21st November, 1894, the Public Works Committee, after inquiry, reported against the replacement of the- 
bridge by a new structure. ° c

Depth ov Water and Borings to Rock.
, llic depth of water in the cove is from 7 to 13 feet at low tide; in a few places it reaches 20 feet. This is 

sufficient for the present requirements, viz,, for vessels up to about 400 tons burthen, laden with the timber and road-metal 
referred to above.

Ih® dredge is now at work in the cove lifting mud, wliich is taken to the large reclamation work in progress about 
half a mile away, at Johnstone’s Creek, Roselle Bay.

Soundings north of the bridge show a depth of from IS to 19 feet. Seventeen borings upon two longitudinal sections 
extending across the bay show a depth varying from 21 feet to SE| feet in the middle of the bay. At one place there was 
?™yr V i!l0se,seGtl°Ils we>'0 located respectively north and south of the bridge, and distant therefrom about
iUtl teet. Borings have not been taken to test the depth to rock throughout the bay.
I desire to point out to the Commission that the assessment of wharf properties by the Municipal Council 
of Sy dney is made on the buildings and land, alone ; it does not include the machinery, nor the trade done, 
nor the value of tlie pile'structures extending beyond high water-mark. ■
411. It does not include the disturbance of trade or the destruction of trade ? No.
4-12. 'Will you prepare a separate estimate of the value of the wharfs? I will.
413. What is the area of the Gas Company's property ? It has an area of about 8 acres (by scale on this 
,map, which is drawn to a very small scale), with a frontage of 575 feet to Darling Harbour."

196—D MONDAY,
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MONDAY, 1 MABOS, 1897. 
present:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (Pbesident).
... TT ___ _ . T /I T___ __ T ^ T "P't-I.-I I -vrJoins- Lionel Peoan, Esq., St.P. 

Thomas Henry Hassat.l, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humehery, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Kobeets, C.M.G., M.L.C.
Henry Claeke, Esq., M.P.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P,
John Harper, Goods Superintendent, Department o£ Hallways, sworn, and examined:—

J. Harper. 414. President.'] The Commission desire some information with regard to the import and export of goods 
, 'to and from New South Wales, so as to ascertain the quantity that goes direct from the ships to the 

1 Mar., 1897 railways and from the railways to the ships? It will bo absolutely impossible for me to give that
4to. How far can you go ? I can give the Commission information as to the number of bales of wool 
which came to Darling Harbour last wool season. The number of bales during the period ending last 
wool season was 429,390. That number of bales was delivered to the various warehouses in town by 
waggon ; 33,816 bales were lightered in Darling Harbour to various wool warehouses, chiefly to ivirnbilJi, 
where there ia the Australian Pastoral and Finance Co/s store. During the same period 172,601 bags ot 
wheat and flour passed over the wharfs at Darling Harbour. , . ,
416. That is inward ? Yes; and there were 140,758 tons of eoal and 21,634 tons of shalo shipped.
417. That is shipped direct from the railway? Yes. The timber I could not got. Then there were 236 
trucks of chilled beef passed out of Darling Harbour, but that does not necessarily mean that it was lor 
direct shipment, as a large-portion of it was taken by lighters to Kirnbilh, there to he stored and frozen. 
This practically represents all I can give you, boyond this—that approximately to per cent, ot that wool 
was offered in Sydney for sale, necessitating its being shown in the various warehouses.
418. There would be a good deal of the wool in tho remaining 25 per cent., I suppose, sent down to
Sydney dumped, but even that would not bo put on board ship direct? Only a small portion, iho 
Orient Company takes some direct to the ship’s side. . . , , , ,
419 Nearly all is stored in the warehouses for some time? Yes; it either passes into the hands of wool- 
brokers or' goes into the dumping stores. The 75 per cent. I have referred to represents wool actually
offered in Sydney for sale. . „ . , 4.mnnr\
420. Mr. BtimpJiery.] About how many bales already dumped arrive in Sydney by rail ? About 12,000

or 14,000 bales. ' . , , , .421. Mr. Hoskins.] You have no hesitation in saying that only a small proportion ot the wool which is 
sold here is not taken to warehouses before it is shipped ? Tho greater portion of it is sent to warehouses 
to be dumped; the smaller portion is taken direct to the ship’s side. Oyer 60 per cent, of the whole wool 
export from Sydney is loaded into ships leaving wharfs on the eastern side of Darling Harbour.
422. President.] AVbere is the residue shipped ? Either at'Woolloomooloo or Circular Quay; nothing 
from Darling Harbour railway wharf. Sixty per cent, of last year’s clip, if not more, was shipped from
wharfs on the eastern side of Darling Harbour, between .Dawes Point and the bridge.
423. Mr. Hoskins.] Is not that wool sold at auction? It is chiefly wool that has been sold at auction 
which is sent there for shipment. Most of the foreign buyers ship from Miller’s Point.
424. President.] Can you divide the remaining 40 per cent. ? No, I could not; that is distributed about
425. CJfr. Hoskins.] Do you think that if warehouses were built, and proper shipping appliances provided
at Darling Island, buyers would be disposed to send their -wool there for shipment, thereby diverting the 
trade from where it is now ? It will bo a long time before it is diverted from its present channel but 
there is no room at Darling Island. Two of our modern warehouses would cover Darling Island, ihen 
there is another difficulty. The Pastoral and Finance Association at Eimbilli Point were anxious that 
all their wool should be loaded in trucks by itself, so that it might be shunted down on to the whart, and 
there placed in the lighters ; but after two years’ experience that was found impracticable, becauso in 
nicking up the wool at the stations it was found impossible to got a truck load at one station. Wool 
sent to different consignees would be put into the same truck, so that one truck would contain wool for 
three or four different consignees, and ten bales of the quantity in the truck might bo all that a consignee 
desires to have lightered. The contents of the truck have therefore to be split up. .
426. President.'] From whai; you have stated, it would appear that all that could be saved by bringing the
railway down to the wharfs is the cost of the dray carriage? I could not say that, because the wool 
would have to bo distributed at the wharfs again. ^ o i. n u ^427. What does it cost the railways to send tho wool from Hedfern ? _ Threepence por bale all oier the 
city the contractor providing all the loading and unloading. Houghly it comes to Is. 6d. a ton
428. ' Therefore, the delivery by railway would save Is. 6d. per ton, but it would be surrounded by con-

‘ ditions which make it impracticable ? Yes. that is the position. , '
429. Do vou see any likelihood of any change in the present conditions ? I do not, the -warehouses being 
scattered’all over the city, and there being a growing disposition for buyers to purchase atdifferent places.
430. The only cure would bo to have the whole of the wool trade done adjacent to some particular whart, 
and for all the wool to go to that wharf ? That is the only remedy. With reference to the figures I have, 
I was goino- to add, with regard to the export merchandise trade, that I cannot give the Commission any 
idea of that at all, even in regard to tallow and hides. What I have said with regard to the conditions 
surrounding the wool relates also to these two things, tallow and hides. With regard to general mer
chandise going up the country, I cannot give the Commission any definite idea of that either.
431. How many tons of wool are shipped from Sydney? About 100,000 tons per annum. We carry
about 70,000 tons by rail. ,,432. Therefore, there would be £5,000 a year saved in cartage were it possible to bnng the railway to the 
wharfs ? That would not be all saved, because certain services in connection with it would still have to
be rcnrlcrGcb 4 •433. Would four-fifths of it be saved? Yes, under the ideal conditions you have mentioned—that is, 
that all the wool should be brought to one wharf and the whole of the wool trade carried on there. 434.
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43i. You saj that you carry 70,000 tons ? Yes.
435. And four-fifths of the Is. 6d. per ton for carriage would he saved by an ideal system which would 
place the wool direct into warehouses adjacent to the ships P Yes.
430. And the total amount would he about £4,000 a year ? Yes.
437. That is about 4 per cent, on £100,000, at the very best P That would be saved to the consignees of 
■wool; but it is impracticable, because of the existing conditions of the large warehouses dealing with the 
traffic.

J. Harper..

1 ManJlSBTi

438. What is the total production of wool in Ivew South Wales ? It is estimated at 850,000 bales.
439. How much goes to Victoria ? I could not tell you. A great deal goes to Newcastle, which we donot see at all here. j fa s >
440. How much do you carry to Sydney ? 429,000 bales were carried last season.
441. How many did you carry to Newcastle? 66,000 hales were shipped direct from Newcastle, and fromMorpeth 69,000 bales. > Rg <
<142. And some from Grafton ? About 2,000 bales.
443. Mr. Wright^ That 69,000 bales from Morpeth comes direct to Sydney? Yes; but a lot of it goes
direct on board ship. The residue of the wool, apart from what I have stated, finds its way to Victoria and South Australia. '
444. President.'] What is the coal shipment at Darling Harbour—that is, the coal that goes direct on 
board from tho railway P 140,000 tons,
445. There is no wheat export ? No.
446. What about ores? There is nothing shipped from Darling Harbour direct. Not very much ore 
comes to Darling Harbour. A great deal of it is treated locally, and that which comes to Sydney is 
'shipped from different places, and not from ono particular point.
447. What becomes of copper and minerals of that hind? That comes to Sydney, of course, and is 
shipped, but not from one wharf; it is not shipped from Darling Harbour wharf,
448. What you have said up to this point deals with the export trade;—now, in relation to the import 
trade P 1 cannot give you any impression of that.
419 What of the junction of the train service with tho water carriage, beyond what it is at present, in 
relation to sending goods into the country ? The necessity for any alteration in the present state of 
things is very little indeed, for the simple reason that there are very few country houses which indent 
direct from Home. Most of them are supplied by the distributing houses in Sydney.
450. The goods received become broken packages in Sydney ? Yes. ■

With regard to supplies of a heavy description, such as wire-netting, wire-fencing, woolpacks, and so 
on ? Those are just as likely to go from the wharfs on the eastern side as from Darling Harbour, but I 
could not give you any definite idea on the subject. Captain Jackson would probably be better able to give you the information.
402. If the railway were extended to Darling Island, aud suitable wharfs and warehouses were erected 
there, do you not think that a good deal of the loading for Sydney would be taken there, seeing that tlie 
island is m a central part of Sydney ? As a matter of fact it is quite possible for ships to go alongside 
there now, but if Darling Island were made fully suitable for the loading and unloading of vessels it would 
not really give greater facilities than we have now. It would give increased space, but we do not find 
vessels going alongside there now. '
403. Afr. Wright. Would it not give increased depth? Yes, it might; but wo have had the flagship, 

Orlando, I think it was, on one occasion alongside the wharf at Darling Harbour to take in coal there;
so you see we do not want much increased depth. '
404. Mr. HosJcins.] Is it a fact that half the private wharfs in Darling Harbour are almost empty half 
the year ? I could not say that of my own experience,
4j5. President.] Have you the necessary appliances by which, if required, you could do an export and 
import trade from the wharfs at present in existence in Darling Harbour? Yes.

Have tho Eailway authorities noticed any tendency to doing a direct import trade ? No, except ingrain, 
4ji. Io what extent ? I have given tho figures already.
458. That is imported grain ? Yes. " .
459. Mr, Hoskins.] If the cultivation of wheat largely extends in this Colony, and Darling Island he 
P™Per I utilised, could not wheat he brought down by railway and loaded there? That most undoubtedly 
will be done; but as wo have not yet commenced exporting wheat, Darling Harbour is not being utilised 
for that purpose.
460. President.] You have a large frontage for the trade now, and you do not consider that any addition
to that frontage is, at present, necessary? No. ■
461. Mr. Wright.] What is the wharfage accommodation at present provided hy the Department of 
Hallways at your terminal point north of the bridge P Two jetties.
462. How many berths for ships of a good size arc there at those jetties ? Your.
463. Arc tliey ever filled ? It is quite exceptional.
464. What is principally loaded there now ? Coal and shale.

Is ljn^aded ? Chiefly railway material, and, during an exceptional season, grain, 
feu * j •£ ;lb80luteH y°u “ave 110morc wharfage accommodalion than you require ? Yes.
467. And if your present wharfs were extended to Darling Island you would have an increased wharfage 
equal to a trade perhaps four times as large as could be dealt with at the present wharfs? Yes, we should decidedly.
468. As a matter of fact, when tho railway connection with Darling Island is made, you will have a very

i1- ° 'Hiarf, sufficient for any trade you may get ? Yes; provision is made for six berths there
which will accommodate any vessel.

^°U ^ave alrcadi' ^our berths, and with the six you speak of you would have ten berths, each 
sufficient to accommodate the largest vessels; and then, in addition, vou have the berths which are above tlie bridge ? Yes. *
470, So you would have berths to accommodate sixteen or eighteen ships ? Yes.
471. Would not that ho sufficient for the trade of Sydney? I should think so. I might mention that I 
was a member of a Board who considered tbe question of utilising Darling Island, and our recommendation 
was that the lines of railway should bo extended to the island, but that, as tbe Government bad sufficient 
wharfage accommodation, tho space provided by tho island for warehouses and wharfs should be submitted

' to
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J. Harper, to public offer, in order that it might be leased by private persons, and warehouses o£ proper design 
erected and wharfs built, as the lessees might consider necessary, it being considered by tbe .Board that 

1 Mar., 1897. we had more than ample wharfage accommodation for the purposes of the G-overnment.
472. Do not the wharfs at Darling Harbour, both north and south, point conclusively to the fact that 
there is more wharfage accommodation in Sydney than is required? Decidedly.
473. And if you were to construct the additional wharfs you have just mentioned, you would have more 
than ample requirements for any trade ? Tcs. -
474. Can you tell me if any inconvenience was felt in the past season from want of wharfage accommoda
tion ? I have never known of any. _ ,
475. Then you believe that Sydney at the present time is amply provided with wharfage accommodation
for the G-overnment and for the private wharf owners ? Yes, I do. .
476. If we had the railway connecting with the private wharfs in Darling Harbour, what proportion of
the goods coming from England or other countries would go direct on to your trucks ? A very small 
proportion. .
477. Do you think 5 per cent. ? I daresay that arrangements might he made to send the heavier goods
direct from the wharf. _ _
478. And do you think that the total amount would represent 5 per cent. ? "With a comprehensive scheme
to embrace the whole of the wharfs, I think it would exceed that quantity; but under other circumstances 
I think that the question of freight eo largely controls the vessels that bring out the cargo that the 
question of cartage from the wharf is only a very small consideration. (
479. What proportion of wool do you think would go direct frem the trucks to the ship? Only a small
portion would go to the ships, and the rest would go into the stores to he dumped. _
480. So that, with any possible scheme to supply the goods traffic of Sydney, there would be considerable
handling of the goods under any circumstances ? Yes. ,
481. President.'] Do you know the average charge made for carting goods from the stores to the railway ? 
Two shillings a ton.
482. Hr. Wright^ What is the charge for carrying the goods from the ships to the bonds ? I conld not say.
483. President.'] Can you tell us what proportion of loading taken from Sydney into the interior represents 
the heavy class of goods, such as wire and salt ? I could not tell you offhand. _
484. You might give us tho gross amount the railways carry up and down from Darling Harbour? Erom 
Redfern, 35,910 tons. That is all goods of all classes,
485. G-oing inland ? Yes. Erom Darling Harbour, 224,564 tons. That, of course, includes everything
that may be sent from Darling Harbour, including coal and timber. _
486. How much comes down to Sydney for Darling Harbour ? 40,000 tons of hay, straw, and chaff into
Redfern and Darling Harbour, exclusive of wool and coal—375,000 tons. _ _
487. Mr. Wright.] Does the G-ovcrnment land its own. material at Darling Harbour ? Yes; it is all
landed by contract; it is lightered. _
488. Then the ships that bring the material out do not go to the wharf ? No; only in the case of having 
heavy locomotives on board; all the rest is lightered.

TUESDAY, 2 MARCS, 1897.
$rrseni:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).
The Hon. Ehedeeick Thomas Humphekt, M.L.C 
Tho Hon. .Tames Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
Henet Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P. 
John Lionel Ee&an, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M,P, 
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,

further examined:—
H. Deane. 489. President,] Have you any further statement to make ? No ; I came to-day to reply to questions, 
r—"x 490. You now furnish a map showing a complete scheme for city railway? Yes; showing practicable 

2 Mar., 1897. routes for city railways.
491. You have had all the schemes before you ? Yes.
492. Any information which you think we ought to have you will see that it is furnished to us ? Yes; I 
have considered the engineering question only.
493. Some days ago you were asked for a comprehensive scheme which would enable the railway to reach 
tho central portions of the city, and which it would be possible to extend to Woolloomooloo Bay, Circular 
Quay, Darling Harbour, and also to such wharfage accommodation as might eventually be placed in the 
western portion of tlie city, and which would be no bar to an extension towards the eastern suburbs ? Yes.
494. This plan which you now place before us, pretty well embraces those various objects ? Yes. The 
map on the wall is an enlargement of the map which I produced the other day, and has marked on it 
the same lines which are located to suit the various purposes mentioned.
495. The map on the wall shows a line extended from Redfern to a central passenger station at Hyde 
Park; and turning off at Redfern yard to the east is a line which can be constructed by means of tunnels ? 
Yes.
496. From Hyde Park it will reach Woolloomooloo Bay and form a connection with the eastern suburbs ?
Yes. '
497. From Hyde Park, at the central station referred to, it can be extended by means of tunnels towards 
Farm Cove, and then turning round be run abreast of Circular Quay, and can, partly by means of a tunnel 
and partly by an overhead way, be taken to Redfern station, thus forming a circular railway ? Yes.
498. From the vicinity of “ The Rocks ” the elevation will be sufficient to enable it to pass from Dawes 
Point to McMahon’s Point by means of a bridge ? From the vicinity of Wynward-square.
499. From the line already mentioned as going to the eastern suburbs it is possible to connect with the 
circular railway under the Botanic Gardens, and this lino can also be extended, after passing Government 
House, to Fort Macquarie ? I should say under the Domain instead of the Botanic Gardens.
500. From Darling Harbour there are shown two lines in red which will reach Johnston’s Bay, or any
wharfage accommodation which may eventually be placed in the vicinity ? Yes. 501.'
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501. ISir. JVrigldA \Vhat is the object of the two lines ? To utilise the frontages over there, and to reach 
Grlebe Island by means of a bridge.
502. And to go to Balmain if necessary, I suppose? Tes. «
503. President.'] Does that appear to you pretty well the scheme which will eventually be accepted for
the development of the trade ? I cannot go so far as that. _
504. Do you know anything better ? I think, if it should be shown the lines are required in this direc
tion, these will be practically the routes which will have to be adopted, because these are the routes along 
which suitable levels will be found.
505. They are all practicable from an engineering standpoint? Yes. _
506. If Woolloomooloo Bay is to be approached, this, in your opinion, is the way to approach it? Yes.
507. If Circular Quay is to be approached, this is your idea of approaching it ? Yes. _
508. If there is to be a bridge taken to North Shore, this, in your opinion, is the best way to take it ? Yes.
509. And that a circular railway, passing under portions of Sydney, in your opinion is the best? Yes.
510. In regard to Blackwattie Bay and Glebe Island, you think that is the best way to approach them if 
they ought to be approached ? Yes. In regard to the proposal to approach Glebe Island, I may say that 
I have had surveys made—of course, under instructions—going down by Kozelle Bay. The lines of these 
surveys are shown on the map in purple tint.
511. The map also shows an approach from near Stanmore station to Glebe Island, passing over White 
Bay, and eventually reaching Longnose Point ? Yes.
512. _ It also shows an alternative line keeping westerly from Whitehorse Point and junctioning on to the 
previously-described line at Bozelle Bay ? Yea.
513. Can you suggest anything better ? No.
514. You believe that eventually those will be the routes if these be the localities to he reached ? Yes; 
with that proviso.
515. Jfr. Lee."] If you want to get to Woolloomooloo Bay, where are you going to start your tunnel? 
From Liverpool-street,
516. There would be two separate and distinct lines in Hyde Park ? Yes; it would be essentially a goods 
line to Woolloomooloo Bay.
517. President.'] You regard it as wise to separate passengers and goods as far as possible? As far as I
can see, it must be done. *
518. This line might eventually reach Port Jackson at Fort Macquariewould it he possible to bring 
that as a surface line to the northern end of Hyde Park—that is, to tho south of St. James’ Church— 
and then enter a tunnel ? Yes.
519. To get to a surface line near St. James’ or at the north-western end of Hyde Park, it would he a
surface line all the way, or a “ cut and cover,” or something of that kind ? Yes; it would he an under
ground line between Liverpool-street and Park-street, aud Horn Park-street you would rise till you got to 
St. James’-road. Your terminus would be a ground-level station. ,
520. You would really be in your station yard after you passed Park-street P Yes; it would be opeu.
621. How deep would the cutting he? At Park-street it would be about 20 feet.
522. It could be “ cut and cover ” and give as much ventilation as is necessary? Yes; up to Park-street.
523. How far south from Liverpool-street could it be “ cut and cover ”? There would be no tunnel till it 
reached there; it would be in a cutting to about half-way back to Goulburn-street, which would be 
crossed over.
524. Supposing you have a surface station at St. James’, from there could you reach Fort Macquarie hy 
means of a tunnel ? Some of the lines would have to be lowered in order to get properly under King-street 
aud under St. James’-road, and then there would he no difficulty about reaching Fort Macquarie or the 
eastern suburbs, or any other part.
525. How much would they require to he lowered ? Just sufficient to get in tlie approach to the station— 
that is, about 15 feet.
626. Mr. Humphery.] If you continue the line which is to stop at Park-street to St. James’-road would 
it bo a surface station ? It depends upon what you want to do at St. James’-road,
527. How far is it from St. James’-road to Park-street? It is 1,120 feet from Park-street to what is 
shown on tlie plan as the end of tho station.
528. Would you have sufficient space there for your terminal station and necessary platforms? Yes.
529. President.] And for your yards, and all that sort of thing ? Yes,
530. Mr. Mumphcry.] Approximately, what would bo the additional cost of making that your terminal 
station instead of Park-street? £50,000.
531. Would you have as much or sufficient accommodation there ? Equal accommodation.
532. For six roads? Yes.
533. Mr. JLoskins.] How many buildings would you have to resume ? The Eegistrar-General’s Office only.
534. Mr. llnmpherij.] That is on the other side of St, James’-road ? Yes; hut it would interfere with it.
535. My question is based on the assumption that it would be unnecessary to resume any portion of the 
Government buildings fronting St. James’-road? It would be difficult to get a station in unless you did 
that, because St. James’-road runs very obliquely.
536. Taking the shortest distance from St. James’-road to Park-street, wdiat is the measurement? To 
where it bends off it is only 960 feet.
537. Would it be possible, without any resumptions, to provide the necessary accommodation, including 
station buildings, between St. James’-road and Park-street? I doubt whether it would, because if the 
front had to be shifted back 100 feet it would interfere with the arrangements altogether at the Park- 
street end of the station.
538. President^] In your opinion it would he wiser for the State to take down the buildings than to
impair the beauty of tho new structure ? It is not a question of beauty. ■
539. It is not a question of yard or platform, but a question of tho accommodation—the buildings and . 
the appearance of the new station ? Yes.
540. It means an alteration in the design of the buildings, or taking in the Eegistrar-GeneraPs Office ? 
It means cramping tho buildings and spoiling them altogether.
541. Mr. Hoskins.] It would be repeating the difficulties at Eedfern? The design has been ivell worked
qut, and the accommodation is not any too large, and it would be cramping tlie station; and, in a sense, 
it would be repeating what we have at Bedfern. 542.

H. Deane. 
2^0^1837.
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H. Deane, 542. President.] Do you propose to have a street on the eastern side of the platform following down
2 M 189V from the PaTk ? No
' tB,', ' ej,9,iP’Y a £ootway £ 'W'e should leave the Park avenue as it is.

siTr 7V16 aPProach 011 the side would he a foot-bridge ? Tes.
o. From a surface station at the southern side of St. James’-road, is it possible to go to Woolloomooloo 

Pay i Tes, by lowering the roads.
046. The same lowering which would enable you to get to Port Macquarie would enable you to get toWoolloomooloo Bay ? Certainly. J fa i j 6

047. Ms .Wright.! trains coming into your surface station do not go on to Woolloomooloo Bay or
tt1' £ J011 lowered some of tbe roads you could take them round,

rll' W Ti d rfjui1re t0 haye roads .on different levels ? Tor that purpose. .
t d rt<^ b® Yery inconvenient in working your station? I think not, because they could be

ropped down from the Park-street end, so as to get the distance down which is required.
. wou d mean that passengers wishing to go beyond that point would have to go in one train, and

the passengers to Xmg-stroet in a separate train? Tes.
o , t won d be inconvenient, therefore, to the travelling public ? Passengers coming to King-street, of 

c o u r s e,c ° ul d come by either train, hut some of them would stop at King-street.
certain trllnfoSfy1670^ Ki“s'street would have to S° a EPecial f™in ? They conld travel by
the "planT^Te^ es£en8i0I1> lowered 15 feet, do for the circular railway which you show on
554. Would it also do to connect with the eastern suburbs ? Tes.

n f./8 aPPa'oaeb to the station through tho Park, how do you propose to protect tho ventilating 
places m the cut and coyer, between Liverpool-street and Park-street? I have not thought that out 
x u i ™PPose wei'ld be necessary to enclose certain spaces by walls or some other means.

that Pr°bably one way of doing it would be to enclose the open places by walls, and leave long
stretches covered over, so that tbe view might bo less interrupted.
651) Presuming it was regarded as unwise to erect stone structures in the Park, would there be any 
,rie JPrn ,^ afln8 llr011- gratings over tho cutting ? They would be very subiect to corrosion.
+w fu M in6 ^ any other objection than the one that they would not last very long ? I do not know 
that there would; I think the question of durability would be tho chief question. It would be rather an expensive arrangement.
fn t! '^'r' They would not necessarily have to be above the surface ? Ko; but they would hard
to be protected by strong iron railings. •
E EE!S y°U Ev3 of Yould onlJ rise a stna11 distance above the surface ? They would have to bo 

/It. \ ° PreT™£ boys from looking over. Where boys can see over thev like to throw stones. If 
they do not see over they are not subject to the same temptation to throw stones. '
thn 'Pni.t P there not be a danger of the smoke from the engines damaging the trees in
the Park ? 1 do not know that it wouid be sufficient for that.
Elizabeth street P^hMore 011^ be n° m°re Bmoko fTOrn tbe engines than from the trams running along

^ ifc f7Ct tbattbe smoke from some of the shafts on the Metropolitan Kailway, 
detrimental inTJJ™don' destroyed the foliage of the trees P Smoke is, of course, very
would ho hoe ^ It chokes the pores of tbe leaves. The less concentrated it was the better it
rronnd flino u lf * s'Mbpwere concentrated in funnels or ventilating shafts, the trees immediately

,’u‘i£ the 'rI‘o1'-" “"’r t,’'> the-
froE f°a'hh t0 Uvc “ »Il0»'nS by ornamental

llm Wit1h the view ,of 1}ie I’ark aud f)nLT taking in that bit occupied by tbe cutting ?
fifft TSTnf if ;f ; ^°jU fcnVe Itv^ew ^together you will lead the larrikins into temptation.566 Tho a °f ? . Nfot lf lfc rrc Bcre0nEd off B0 that tbe/ ™uld not see through. 1
of a pit sunk^elo^XthXsurface^of6the^ground^1113 thr°Ugl1 ^ Btr0Ct8 ? K° ; but thi8 ia the CaSe
£ mu less de;:trilRt;iye to vegetaiion if it wore distributed ? Tes.
on further fnnflldArX' woaJd,n^an. “mg a great deal more of the Park ? Tcs; I am inclined to think,
railing heeanseft kE’ E ^ be BufIicient ouly to Pr°teet the Spaces with a dwarf wall and iron
aremf stone^iirilpKH E18’1 ^ere ivere a kr8» ^PP1! of stones for tho boys to' throw down. Thereare no stones unless the boys bnng them from a distance.
570 d°? hd° no1t care about a grating ™ry much,
for the sirinke’tn iilnnun e?80 b{f subway 7'rere covered most «E the distance and some openings were left 
and the atmosnheT'o 1? ir°Rgb; even with the best vents you could provide, would not the ventilation ?ulvour X vPteb VeEbad t'uh the J1,llmber o£ traius *bich would he passing through ? I am not
£vrXo^mttft JotTsS* tbC VentiktiOT1 W°Uld b° BUffileDt 1 d° n0t kn°W that 1

would^be^SgXopLSgs wXdbrugndWaUed ? ^ 3106 be 111616 f lUmels °r Tentiktors 5 they
great^na^of tb^RTiflnX63, hf X uba^e4;i " CU* rind cover”? Tor this particular section, I think, the 
view to the Commission. ^ ° ^ left °Pen' 1 Was undei' tbe imI)r,e8sio11 £bat I had conveyed that
you"left"iaS"?n/aLTo°u ^ b° an °pen cuttinS’ Protected tju either side by rails ? Tes. If
time) sotlmt nonrflp J'0’1 have a considerable length covered over (say GO or 100 feet at a
Sould be no dSl^ u d+efiS17 paS i a •r°Sa the Jine and sliU kave thi; bulk of the cutting open. There woulcl be no dilheulty about tlie ventilation in that case. 1

at Park-street baa WtT'w1'3rqu desire to tell us ? I wish to say that the plan of the station 
its architectural fpfltnxos I?1 i ou^(Iulto ^dcpendcntly of fae sup erst: 'uctUre. The superstructure with

n p aced 011 top'Tbc archit eetural des i811 baB beei1 a^ted to the gw
515. ■
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575. Mr, Wright,'] The whole of the ground floor would be required for the working of the traffic find tho H. Deane, 
accommodation of the staff? Tes. The ground plan ■null be exactly the same as it is if no tall building 
is erected at Park-street. 2 Mar., 1W1

57G. X suppose you do not care to say which scheme you would prefer if left to yourself ? I do not think 
I would care to go any further than 1 have said—that tbe Hyde Park scheme is the most satisfactory from 
the engineering and traffic points of view.
577. Mr. Hoglcins.] You mean the Park-street scheme? I mean the St. James’-road scheme.
578. Mr. Wright.] Prom an engineering and traffic point of view would it be better, in your opinion, than 
tho circular railway sketched on the map to suit tlie requirements of the city of Sydney ? I am quite 
convinced that the Hyde Park scheme (putting on one side any objections, sentimental or otherwise, that 

‘there may ho to using Hyde Park, the carrying of the station to Hyde Park, and the construction of a 
large central station there) will be a much more satisfactory scheme than any of the others. It might 
not meet all the requirements, but it would be satisfactory in itself.
579. What I want to know, if you care to express an opinion on the point, is whether, in your opinion,
■tho city would be better served by a circular railway than by the Hyde Park scheme ? That I would 
rather not give an opinion about. . I am quite satisfied that tho Hyde Park scheme is an excellent one—
■one which would probably stop agitation for very many years. ,
580. Mr. Roberts.] If you take in the Registrar-General's Office, would it not make a much more complete 
and satisfactory scheme to go as far as Kiug-street ? No, I believe it is better to stop at St. James’-road.
581. Mr. Hoskins.] I)o you not think if that view of yours were carried out, and the Registrar-General's 
Office were resumed for railway purposes, it would lead to the judges of the Supreme Court and the 
lawyers finding fault with the noise at the terminus, and the whistling of the trains, and finally to 
the resumption of the court ^buildings ? I do not think they would hear a sound, becauso it would 
he all covered in. Tho. building at the front of the station would be a break to any sound or whistling, 
and the platforms aud lines would he covered by a large roof, I do not think that any inconvenience 
would be experienced from the whistling of the trains.
582. Mr. Roberts.] Would St. James’ Church be left intact? Yes.

WEDNESDAY, 3 MARCH, 1897.
Jrrsrnt:-—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (Pbesident)
The Hon. Fredebick Thomas Humthery, M.L.C. Charles Aefeed Lee, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C. ’’ " " ~ ----
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

John Lionel Feoan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassat.l, Esq., M.P. 
Francis Augustus Weight, Esq., M.P,

Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,
further examined:—

583. President!] You desiro to give some information which was ashed for yesterday hy a member of tho 
Commission ? I desire to hand in a return showing the acreage of Hyde Park, tho area required for the 
Park-street station, tho area required for St. James’-road station, and the small portion required from 
the Registrar-General’s Office, and what is supposed to ho tho value of the Registrar-General’s Office, 
It is as follows :—■

H. Deane.

3 liar, 1897.

a. r. p.
Acreage of Hyde Park ............................... ........................................................... 40 0 0

Do required for Park-street Station ....*. ..................................................... 12 0 34
Do do St, James’-road Station.......................................   13 2 38
Do resumed from the Registrar-General’s Office .....................   0 0 26

Cost of Registrar-General’s Office, £14,000.
•I was also asked to give some information as to the possibility of improving the Redfern station-yard, 
especially by widening the tunnel. I find that there is no difficulty about doing that—it is only a matter 
of expense; but whether the widening of tho tunnel would effect the desired easing of the traffic arrange- 
mentsjs, of course, a different question. If the tunnel were widened on the eastern side it would interfere 
with bt, Paul’s School, but there would be some considerable expense in the work of lengthening tho 
tunnel, resuming the properties, and building retaining-walls. Again, on the other side, if the tunnel 
were widened there, the Darling Harbour traffic and Mortuary traffic would be kept off the six roads. An 
alteration of that kind, it seems to me, would not have tho desired effect of really lengthening the station. 
It will bo seen from the plan on the wall that the roads leading to the station are very much pinched up 
a long way on tho northern side of the tunnel, and without making a very radical alteration no real 
improvement could bo effected, Then, again, you will have the consideration that Redfern station, even 
supposing it could be altered so as to bring the trains in comfortably to the passenger platforms, is scarcely 
large enough to meet present requirements. As the goods traffic increases, more accommodation will be 
required for it; as tho passenger traffic increases, more accommodation will be required in the carriage- 
yard and carriage-sheds, for there is barely room there now, I understand. So that, even supposing that 
Redfern station could he made so that tlie passenger trains could be brought in and out without any great 
difficulty, it would not be a station which would provide for the future like tho proposed stations in Hyde 
Park, A rearrangement of the station at Redfern would be a tremendous undertaking. To alter six 
roads and make them suitable while the traffic was going on would be almost a dangerous operation. 
During the reconstruction and alteration of the roads rendered necessary by the building of the two 
additional platforms A. and B, very considerable difficulty was experienced.
584. Mr. Hoskins!] Even suppose that you widened the tunnel, and necessarily widened tho road approach 
to the widened tunnel, would there not still be the same difficulties you now complain of in shunting from 
arrival platforms to departure platforms, and shunting in the station-yard ? Yes ; even if you widened 
the tunnel, in order to make a proper and convenient arrangement for the trains, you would have to remodel 
the whole yard. There would bo room then to remodel the yard, but that would be a very great under
taking indeed.
585. If you. continued the present arrival platforms—if you did not extend them further to the west by
taking in a portion of Regent-street, you of necessity would be compelled, even though you widened the 
station and the approaches at the tunnel, to cross over from one road to another ? Yes, 58(J,
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H, Deane. 586. The frequent crossing of engines would exist then almost as badly as it does now P Yes. _
/—\ 537, President.'] If Eedfern. became only a station through which the trains passed, the terminal station 

3 Mar., 1897. being removed elsewhere, it would be no difficult matter to equip Eedfern with tho traffic going on so as 
to serve for a great goods station ? If Eedfern were left merely as a passenger station a station ot 
considerable magnitude, but still only a wayside station—there would then be room tor the expansion of 
the carriage sidings and the goods, both of which are required. _
588. Mr. .Hoskins.'] If the tunnel were widened considerably, of necessity you must widen the approaches 
to it, and therefore you would have to resume a good deal of land and house property in Eegent-street, 
and further on towards Eveleigh ? Yes; there would he a great deal of land to he resumed.
589. Do you not think it would be quite as expensive to widen the tunnel as desired, and to resume all
the land required for improving the approaches to the tunnel, as to make a terminus in Park-street, where 
so little private land would have to he resumed ? Yes; I am quite of opinion that the cheapest arrange
ment in the long run is to bring the station into Hyde Park—to St. .Tames’-road rather than to Park- 
street—and to provide for the loss of any public recreation ground in some way. ,
590. You entertain very little doubt, I suppose, speaking without having examined the matter minutely, 
that it would cost twice as much, if not more, to resume the land, widen the tunnel, improve the approaches, 
and make a wider road, than to take the railway across Belmore Park and skirting Hyde Park to take a 
small portion of the Park ? Yes; that is to say, to rearrange the whole station-yard and to provide the 
accommodation which is proposed in Hyde Park.
591. jtfr. Lee.] After that was done it would then only be a temporary station ? Yes.
592. It would not meet the requirements of a great terminal station? Ko, and it would be only sufficient
for just a few years. , ,
593. You have now exhausted, from every point of view, the question of the probability of extending
Eedfern yard and making it answer the purposes of a terminal station ? Yes. _ _
594. You are clearly of opinion that whatever decision the Commission may come to it is very clear that
there must be a removal from Eedfern? Yes. _ ,
595. Are you very clear about that question ? I am quite convinced of that.
596. Mr. Raskins.] I suppose you are of opinion that with the probably increasing traffic at Eedfern 
there will be a great danger attendant upon working the traffic ? Undoubtedly.

James Powell, late Collector of Customs, sworn, and examined:—
J. Powell 697. President.] You were Collector of Customs for Hew South Wales for many years ? Yes.

N 598. You are a Commissioner of Customs at the present time? I am. _ ...
3 Mar., 1897. 599. Tbc Commission will be obliged if you will be good enough to state your views as to the distribution 

of goods for export and import—that is, products and ordinary commodities ? The quantity of goods sent 
direct to the country is and has been for many years very small. Sydney is a distributing depot, and the 
houses outside Sydney importing directly from Europe and other countries are hut few. I think the direct 
importations for the country are so small as to be scarcely worth consideration. Tlie goods from the 
country—that is, wool and produce generally other than agricultural produce—do not go direct to the ships. 

. I find that it is almost an exception for wool to bo sent direct to vessels for transport. If the Commissioners
wish to have more accurate information on this subject they should examine the master carriers, such as 

' Shortland & Sons, Mr. James McMahon, theSuttons, Permewan, Wright, & Co., Wright, Heaton, & Co., 
and Mr. John Meloy; but certainly, as far as the goods shipped to the interior are concerned, I think that 
where we have direct shipments they are mostly transmitted by water—that is to say, to the Hunter or the 
Eicbmond Elvers. * . ^ ^ , ,,
600. But they all become broken packages ? They come as original packages, and the bulk ot them goes
to the Hunter. '
601. Mr. Lee.] I suppose the largest item of export would be wool? Yes.
'602. Is it not the practice for wool to come to the city as the depot, to be there sorted, classed, offered 
for sale, and, as a general rule, exportation takes place when the producer fails to get a market in the 
Colony ? That is more frequently the case now than it was years back. * _ _
603. Is not Sydney becoming more largely a sale depot for the produce of the country ? All statistics
go to show that. ■ i n mi,604. That of itself would necessitate the wool being conveyed to the warehouses to bo dealt with ? Ihat
is so.
605. It is sent to its destination by the respective buyers ? Yes.
606. You know that more than three-fourths of our wool is exported to London by the second-hand man
rather than by the producer ? That is so. _
607. Would not that prove the fact that the wool has to be dealt with in the city in some warehouse ?
It has to be, for the purpose of sale, and also for dumping and preparing for shipinent, _ ^
60S. That would preclude the possibility of the wool coming direct by train, and being taken to the ship’s 
side ? I am of that opinion. _
609. Have you given any consideration to the question of the G-ovcrnment resuming the wharfs on the
western side of the city, and constructing a railway round there for the purpose of dealing with the goods 
traffic to and from the shipping ? If with a view to feed the railways, I think the time is not opportune. 
I do not think the time has arrived for it. . . , , . .
610. If the imported goods have to go into the warehouses for distribution it is not likely that they will 
bo put on tbe railway ? Ko.
611. They will he conveyed by dray from the ship’s side to the warehouse, and the bulk of the wool traffic
will he dealt with in the same way ? Just so. _ _
612. Therefore, it would appear that there would be very little traffic for a railway if constructed round 
that portion of the city for that purpose ? That is the view I have always taken of it.
613. You have had an extended opportunity of judging of these things ? I have had forty-four years’ 
experience of it.
614. You have been able to watch the growth of the trade of the port ? Yes.
615. Do you think there is an inclination on the part of the producers to more largely use the port of 
Sydney than they did a few years ago ? I do; I think the railways have helped it,

616.
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G16. Tho more the railways have heen extended, the more the produce has come here? Sydney has benefited, 
617. I suppose Sydney must now be looked upon as really a dep6t for the country ? I think so.
6L8. For oilier than coal? Tes.
619. "What would best facilitate the receipt and despatch of goods and produce in the shape of a city 
railway extension;—do you think it is necessary to extend the railway to tho city for the goods traffic? 
I do not.
620. Do you think it is necessary, in the interest of the passenger traffic, to extend it ? I do not feel 
myself competent to offer an opinion on the subject.
62L, Will you confine yourself to the goods traffic ? If the goods have to be removed hy dray there is 
no more expense for a long distance than there would be for a short distance. The handling of the goods 
increases tho expense.
622. If goods have to be handled it will make very little difference in cost whether they are handled from 
Darling Harbour to Mort’s buildings, or whether they are brought from Miller’s Point Wharf to Mort’s 
buildings ? I do not think there would be any difference in the cost of dealing with them.
623. Therefore it would be impossible to expect a revenue to he derived from the goods traffic on a railway 
along the western side of the city ? I see no possibility,
624. Nor do you see how it is going to facilitate the export of the produce ? I do not; that is altogether 
apart from the resumption of wharf frontage.
625. What I want to get at is whether you, after your very long experience, think that the trade of this
port could be facilitated in any way by the construction of a line of railway along the western side of the 
city ? I do not. "
626. President.'] If tlie G-ovcrnment purchases the wharfs on the eastern side of Darling Harbour, and 
subdivides them, and puts a railway down adjacent to them, and resells them, would it in your opinion he 
a profitable operation to the State? I think not.
627. You think the operation would end unsatisfactorily, from a commercial standpoint, to the Govern
ment? From a commercial standpoint, I believe the Government would bo large losers.
62S. "Why? Because tho merchants, and those who would receive payments for their wharfs, would 
compete with the Govornment in other parts of the harbour. ,
629. Mr. Hoskins^] Suppose that tbe Government wished to let these resumed wharfs to private individuals, 
do you think the Government would bo able to get a rent sufficient to pay the interest on the money they 
had paid for the wharfs ? I do not; the rents are being reduced at the Circular Quay.
630. President.] You have spoken so far with regard to the present trade of Sydney ? Yes.
631. Do you see any probability in the near future of such an expansion of the import trade as would 
alter your view as to tbe value of joining the harbour with the railway system ;—is trade likely to alter in 
any way ? As cities increase in population, and new cities are created, I believe the distributing trade of 
Sydney will decrease.
632. As tho towns inland become larger they will indent more? They will draw their goods direct from 
the old country.
633. Is that going on to a very great extent? To a large extent, but not to a*very great extent.
634. Can you give us any idea of the percentage ? Ho ; I do not think anyone can do that,
635. Is it a quarter of the goods? nothing like it.
636. Is it 10 per cent, ? I could not arrive at it at all.
637. Mr. Wright.] It is not more than 5 per cent. ? I have no statistics to work on, but I am sure it 
is very small, If you say it is 5 per cent. I am quite sure you are within the mark, I wish to make a 
few observations as to the possible trade of the future. I believe, as the country increases, the importations 
will not increase in proportion to the increase of population. I believe that we shall manufacture our 
own goods, and that we shall not be so dependent on foreign countries as we now are. I do not speak 
of any fiscal policy.
638. Mr. Lee] You think that as the population of tlie country increases we shall supply our wants 
more than we do now ? Yes.
639. And that a railway will not he required to the wharfs to take the stuff away ? Ho.
640. Mr. Wright.] Is it within your knowledge tkat the large firms which existed in the interior are 
gradually disappearing? From my experience they are disappearing, "We had more largo firms in tho 
country twenty-five or thirty years ago, I think, than we have now,
641. 8o that, instead of the distribution taking place in country towns, owing to the railway facilities, 
it takes place in Sydney, and it has decreased in large country towns ? I think so ; or the large firms in 
the country have absorbed tlie smaller.
642. Such a firm as the firm of Dickson Bros., of Mudgee, has ceased to exist, and no firm has taken 
its place? Yes.
643. The large firm of Webb & Co., of Bathurst, is now doing a comparatively small business? Yes; in 
direct shipments.
644. It is the same with Dalton Bros., of Orange ? Yes.
645. It does not appear likely that direct importations to country towns will largely increase under any 
circumstances? The importations will continue, as Sydney is, aud will continue to be, a distributing 
centre. It affords an opportunity to people in the country to keep a smaller stock and to work their 
business with a much smaller capital.
646. The inference is that there will be a diminishing quantity of goods going direct from the ship to the 
railway ? That is the view I take.
647. From your experience ns Collector of Customs, has there been ample wharfage accommodation in this 
port ? I went into the question before a Boyal Commission some years ago, and I see no reason to alter the 
opinion which I then formed, namely, that the wharfage accommodation is quite ample for the trade of 
the port.
648. That has been your experience for some years past? It has.
649. In the rush of our business, notably in tbe wool season, has the wharfage accommodation, as far as 
your knowledge extends, been sufficient to meet requirements ? I have never heard any complaints about 
lack of accommodation.
050, You arc aware that recently additional -wharfage accommodation has been provided at Pyrmont by the 
railway authorities, and that they contemplate providing further accommodation at Darling Island ? Yes.

J. Powell.
3 11^1897,

196—L2 651.
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J. Powell. 651. Is there any likelihood in the near future—say, within the next quarter of a century^—of the wharfage 
accommodation of Sydney being largely deficient to accommodate the shipping P Things have altered 

3Mar., 1897- very much. The running of the lines of steamers lias made a very great difference in the trade of the 
port. These vessels take up berths at Circular Quay or "Woolloomooloo Bay by arrangement with tho 
Government, and, supposing that each of the lines has two ships a month running, that throws out of 
employment a corresponding number of the sailing ships which we had years ago, and which used to take 
a very much longer time to discharge their cargoes. These big steamers will put out a cargo in from 
twenty-four to forty-eight hours. In tho old times the ships were at the wharf for a month and 
sometimes six weeks discharging; so that far less wharf accommodation is required to get through the 
work than was wanted years ago. _
652. The advent of large vessels taking from 12,000 to 16,000 hales of wool, in place of the vessels which 
took 4,000 or 5,000 bales of wool, has diminished the wharfage accommodation required at the port ? 
The necessity for wharfage accommodation is diminished by the rapidity of loading. Statistics will 
show that the sailing tonnage is decreasing almost year hy year, and that the steam tonnage is increasing.
653. As a matter of fact, the ocean liners—the P. and 0. boats, the Orient boats,_ the Mesaageries boats,
German Lloyd boats, and the Anchor and Gulf lines—are practically capable of doing all the trade of this 
port ? They do the bulk of the trade. _
654. Por this purpose there already exists ample wharfage accommodation? The bulk of tbe oversea 
trade is done by the Government wharfs at Circular Quay and "Woolloomooloo "Bay.
655. Do you happen to know if the wharfs round towards Miller’s Point—Smith’s wharf and Moore’s old 
wharf—have been much employed of late years? I have had no opportunity of knowing what they are 
doing. At one time I was secretary to the "Wharf Association, and had to do with wharfs. I do not 
think they are fully employed.
656. So that there is at all times in Sydney a certain amount of wharfage accommodation over and above 
its requirements ? Always, and a very brisk competition to get the ships.
657. Has not there been a very large discount paid by wharf-owners ? I do not know what the discounts 
are now; but in my time, that is eighteen years back, 75 per cent, was tbe maximum allowance.
65S. Is not that proof positive that tlie wharfage accommodation at all times has been more than 
abundant? Most undoubtedly ; no better evidence can be given. _
659. If the outward and inward trade of Sydney were to increase hy 25 per cent., do you think that there
would still be wharfage accommodation for tbc trade ? There would be ample accommodation on the eastern 
side of Darling Harbour, and with the increased accommodation at Woolloomooloo Bay I think there 
would he quite sufficient for the Government work. . _
660. At the present time, do you think it would be wise for anyone to build wharfage accommodation as a 
commercial speculation ? I do not think so.
661. As it would not be wise for a private individual to do so, therefore it would be unwise for the
Government to do so ? That I cannot say. _ _
662. Prom a commercial point of view, if it would not pay a private firm to build additional wharfage 
accommodation, it would not pay the Government to do so ? The Govornment do not charge themselves 
anything for the capital.
663. If they treated it from a commercial standpoint, would it pay them ? It would leave a loss. _
664. Ho railway system which could be devised would prevent spirits and other dutiable goods from going 
into bond? Under the present tariff tlie bulk of the goods would go into bond under almost any circum
stances, because there are no inland country bonds.
665. Have you ever taken part in the agitation to extend the railway from Eedfern to the deep waters of
Port Jackson ? I have had nothing to do with it. As a public officer J. have always abstained from taking 
part in any agitation. _
666. But there was a time when you were not a public officer ? I never interfered with the matter; I had 
a fixed opinion which I have not seen reason to alter.
667. Mr. Jlwnplienj.'] Has there been a large incroase of inward and outward tonnage during the last ten
years ? A very considerable increase. The figures showing the commerce for last year will be published 
almost immediately by tho Government Statistician. There has been a gradual increase every year for 
the last ten years. _
66S. Hot withstanding the increase, there has been always ample wharfage accommodation ? In my 
opinion, yes.
669. You have expressed an opinion that in all probability our imports would not increase to any largo 
extent in the future, owing to the probability of our being able to supply our own wants;—now, judging 
from past experience, would not the exports largely increase ? I presume and hope that the exports will 
increase with the increased prosperity of the country,
670. Having regard to tho probable increase of our exports, would any advantage arise from connecting
our railways with the various wharfs aud distributing centres ? I take it, as far as we know at present, 
hy selling wool in Sydney, or having the opportunity to sell wool in Sydney, the producers have a chance 
oif testing two markets, and they can elect which they will sell in ; but generally, in order to do that, they 
store their goods for inspection. The wool must go into a store to be handled and dealt with before it is 
shipped, and therefore a railway would be no advantage to the shipper. _
671. Your view is, that the connection of our railways with the various wharfs would not be sufficiently
beneficial to justify the expenditure for either the import or export trade? That is my opinion at the 
present time, _
672. Mr. Zc^.] The articles of produce which it would appear possible to be exported direct from the 
railway hy ships are grain, frozen meat, butter, minerals, and fruit ? Yes.
673. Are you sufficiently acquainted with the railway connection with Darling Harbour and Darling
Island to be able to say whether enough accommodation is available there to carry on that business ? I 
think more than sufficient. _
674. If it were necessary to run these tilings down by train to the ship’s side, tbe wharfage accommodation 
already exists ? Yes.
675. I think tbe Collector of Customs licenses some barges to carry railway trucks—to carry goods 
generally ? Yes.
676. Are not railway trucks of frozen meat conveyed from tbe head of Darling Harbour to the Pastoral
Pinanco Co.’s stores at Kirribilli Point ? I think they are, but the Collector of Customs has no control 
over tho meat. 677.
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677. The frozen meat is transferred from the trucks into the ships ? So X understand. _ _ J.i’oweii.
678. If the P. and 0. boats, and other large boats, have their wharfs at Circular Quay, it will bo quite
possible for them to bring their frozen meat alongside in a truck on a barge and put it on board ? No '* '
difficulty about it at all.
679. Mr. JTimphery.-- Tou stated that the various lines of mail steamers could nearly do all the trade of 
the port;—could you say what is the proportion of these mail boats to the whole of the tonnage arriving 
here ? If I referred to public statistics it would be misleading, because these large vessels only bring a 
portion of a cargo to each port. Although a vessel may be of a very large tonnage, she may only bring a 
small tonnage of goods to this port—she may bring only 200 tons.
680. In replying to Mr. "Wright’s question, you were only considering the tonnage of vessels, and not the
tonnage in connection with the trade of the port? I kept that in mind also. _ _ _
681. Are we to understand that that tonnage exceeds all other tonnage ? It is superseding the sailing
vessels. These liners make three trips to a sailing ship’s one trip, possibly. _
682. What you wish to convey is, that tho wharfage accommodation at the port will be increased because 
these steam vessels will put out cargoes perhaps three times in tbe year to an ordinary sailer’s one cargo, 
and therefore the wharfage accommodation does not require to be increased in proportion to tbe increase 
in tbe tonnage of the port ? That is so.
683. Can you speak as to the number of sailers entering the port, as compared with tbe number of 
steamers ? Tbe information is given in tbe Statistical Kegister. Speaking from memory, tbe steam tonnage 
is larger than tbe sailing tonnage.*
684. Not tbe steam tonnage but the number of vessels ? Tbe steam tonnage and the number of vessels 
would be shown.
685. Is that tbe experience of Newcastle also ? No ; at Newcastle the bulk of tbe tonnage is sailing 
ships. I do not mean intercolonial traffic but oversea traffic.
686. - Tour advice would apply to Port Jackson only? Tes.
687. Mr. Hoskins^] Although the steam tonnage has largely increased, and may still further increase 
where they can get valuable cargoes like wool, there are cargoes of minerals and other things requiring 
low rates of freight, which will always use sailing vessels—such as cargoes of shale and ores ? Tes.
688. Mr. Megan.'] Tou spoke of the probable loss which the G-overnment will sustain if they resume the 
private wharfs ;—is it not a fact that the Government wharfs are paying well ? I cannot say, because I do 
not know what they cost. I went into the question once, aud I found that there had been an enormous 
outlay at Circular Quay. I went back to the time when the wharf was extended under a contract with 
Mr. Kmulal. That was a very heavy expense, and year by year money has been spent on the Quay. If an 
account were made out I am afraid that there would be a very large loss on the Quay as a commercial matter.
689. I understood you to say that you returned 75 per cent, of the wharfage dues to sailing vessels ? I 
did in a few instances during the time I was secretary to the "Wharf Association, but the rates were higher 
at that time.
690. Tou do not think the wharfs at North Sydney would compete successfully with wharfs at Circular 
Quay? I think they might do so. Steam punts and lighters would bring tlie goods across from tbe ships.
691. Do you think that they could compete under present conditions, seeing that the ships can lie along
side the wharfs without requiring lighters or tenders ? Suppose the Government maintains a high rate of 
wharfage it would pay anyone to compete with them. -
692. I think you will admit that in a commercial light the Government would be able to retain their 
position as against private wharf-owners ? If the Government competed, of course they would.
693. If it came to a question of returning one-hall: or three-fourths of tho wharfage dues, private owners 
would not stand in a very good position ? The Government could lower the rates, as they have done 
already. I am better acquainted with the "English practice in London. The G-overnment have nothing 
to do with the wharfs ; the dock companies provide the accommodation. But even there outsiders compel e 
with tlie companies ; they put the goods into small steam lighters, aud they land them at wharfs on the 
Thames, and at less rates than the dock companies charge.
694. The rates are more excessive there than they are here ? I think some of the rates are very heavy ; 
but you bave to look at the value of property there.
695. A few years ago there was an agitation against some of the most powerful dock companies because 
of tbe excessive rates they charged ? Tes ; and they lowered the rates. The dock companies are about 
the worst paying speculations a man can go into in London. I think the less the Government interferes 
with these matters the better.
696. President.] Do you think there is anything else which it would be of importance to tbc Commission 
to know ? I am not aware of anything.

FRIDAY, 6 MARCH, 1897.
Ilresrrnt:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq, M.P. (President)
Tho Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C. 
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G, M.L.C. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq, M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq, M.P.

John Lionel Feoan, Esq, M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassat.l, Esq, M.P. 
George Black, Esq, M.P.
Francis Augustus Wriobt, Esq, M.P. 
Prank Earnell, Esq, M.P.

Captain John Jackson, Manager of Public Wharts, made an affirmation, and was examined :— j
697. President.] Tou are the Manager of Public Wharfs ? I am, 1
698. Tou desire to hand in a return? I wish to hand in a return showing the earnings of the public 
wharfs for the year 1895. The total is £46,434 7s. lid. [Vide Appendixi]
699. What wharfs bave you in Woolloomooloo Bay ? Only Cowper Wharf. '
700. What wharf is the Government erecting there ? Two berths on tho eastern side where the land was
resumed. 701. |

Capt, J, 
Jaeksoii.
Mw., 1897.

Note {on revision}-.—1876, sailing vessels, 1,512; steam, 801. ISO1!, sailing vessels, 689 ; eteani, 2,270, 1895,' 
sailing vessels, 706 ; steam, 2,415. 1
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701. How many berths will you have there when the work is complete ? Nine, when the whole of what 
is in contemplation is complete.
702. Does that embrace the whole of the eastern side of the bay and tlie southern shore ? Tes.
703. Where the southern shore takes a bend to the north aud on to the rouing-shed will also be available 
some day for wharf frontage ? Tes, to about the Corporation Baths. .
701. How many berths could you have then in "Woolloomooloo Bay ? I think it would give about four 
more.
705. Per first-class ships ? They would be large berths, fit for the largest ocean-going boats coming here. 
700. Is there ample room there ? Tes; we could get any depth by dredging.
707. Between the Domain.gates and Fort Macquarie, is there an area available for berths? Hot very 
much.
708. Is it a suitable place for shipping ? A part of it.
709. How many berths could be put in there ? Ono good berth.
710. What berths havo you in Sydney Cove ? Including the P. and 0. berth, there are seven berths; ono 
is not quite completed.
711. Does that include tho whole of the G-overnment land? No, not the late A.S.N. Co.’s wharf.
712. What berthing-room is there there ? It is being reconstructed ; there will he five berths there.
713. How many berths does that give you in Sydney Cove ? Thirteen altogether,
714. ^Following down the eastern side of Darling Harbour, right to tbc southern termination of the 
Darling Harbour Bay, has the Government any wharfage accommodation ? Not on the eastern side.
715. On the western side, how many berths have you as far as the bridge ? Eight berths.
716. Tou have eight berths inside Darling Harbour, suitable only for small vessels? Tes, to the south
ward of the bridge; but they are suitable for very large boats, too.
717. If the wharfs are properly constructed, what berthing-room will you have there ? Tou could berth 
four very large ships and four medium-sized ships. Tou could berth eight ordinarily-sized ships there of, 
say, 2,000 tons each.
718. Between the northern side of the bridge and the wooden jetties running out into the harbour, what 
berthing-room have you there ? There are three berths on the eastern side—that is, between the jetty 
and the bridge.
719. What have you at the jetties? The births include the eastern side of the eastern jetty.
720. What, in addition, is there? There are three large berths and one smaller one.
721. The three berths to the north of tlie wharf include the land between the bridge and the land side of 
the jetty on the eastern side of the eastern jetty? Tes.
722. How many more have you at these jetties ? Taking from the bridge, six large births and one small 
one.
723. The Government has resumed a large portion of land, extending from these wharfs to the western 
side of Darling Island ? Tes.
724. What room will you have there when the proposed scheme is completed ? About twelve largo berths.
725. No small berths ? The small berths would come in between the jetties.
726. ^ That includes tho whole of the Government property, including the places where the ferries are 
carried on, and the frontages to those areas -which are laid aside for public recreation? Tes.
727. Tour statement is, that there is a possibility, without interference with private land, of thirteen berths 
being provided in Woolloomooloo Bay, one berth on the eastern side of Fort Macquarie, twelve berths 
m Sydney Cove, four large and four medium berths on the southern side of the bridge in Darling Harbour, 
and three berths to tho north of Pyrmont Bridge and embracing tbc eastern side of the easternmost jetty, 
three berths, and a small one at the jetties, and twelve berths between these wharfs and Darling Island 
for large boats, and also accommodation for the small ones ? Tes.
728. Is there enough trade to keep all your -wharfs employed ? Not all the year round.
729. Is there any time when the Government wharfs are not sufficient to do the trade ? Tes, between 
four and five months in the year.
730. How many more wharfs would you have required to accommodate them this year? I could have 
done with four more berths.
731. Therefore, if Woolloomooloo Bay had heen available and in a suitable position, you would, with these 
extra wharfs, have had sufficient fo do the trade for this year ? Tes, ample.
732. And those extensions which we have described round Darling Island and Woolloomooloo Bay 
appear to be sufficient for a very considerable time ? I should say for thirty years. It is an immense area.
733. Tou make that statement after full consideration ? Tes; ships are getting so much larger, and 
they carry immense cargoes.
734. Are you always fully equipped ? Well equipped—equal to any wharf in the world—except at
Pyrmont wharf. ■
735. They are shipping coal at the jetties at Pyrmont ? Tes.
736. The coal trade there is regarded as temporary ? Not that I know of.
737. There must be some alterations for the coal trade, either at these jetties or elsewhere? Tcs.
738. Can you suggest a new site for the coal trade ? I have not thought of the subject, but I will 
communicate my views to you in a few days.
739. Have you any suggestion to make in regard to wharfs for the export of wheat ? I believe within a 
very few years the whole of the export trade will go from Darling Island.
740. It is ample for thirty years ahead ? From tbe present Pyrmont wharf to Darling Island, including 
the island, will be ample for the next thirty years, if it is properly equipped.
741. The only drawback to tlie port at the present time is the unsuitability of the coal-loading appliances 
on the jetties at Pyrmont ? Tes.
742. That is all that is wrong, in your opinion ? Tes; my idea is that in a very few years all the Govern
ment wharfs in "Woolloomooloo Bay and at Circular Quay will be wharfs for nothing else than importing, 
and Pvnnont wharf, including Darling Island, will be used exclusively for exporting,
743. Would it be an advantageous thiug to connect Woolloomooloo Bay with the railway system ? I do
not think it would be wise to connect YToolloomooloo Bay. '
744. Tou see no great advantage in bringing the railway closer to tho port than at present? No.
745.. Do you believe thatthe connection with the western side of the harbour is sufficient for this purpose ? 
I think so. ' 740
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74C. With the large wharfage you have at Woolloomooloo Bay. ought a railway to Woolloomooloo Bay he Capt. J. 
constructed at once, or had it better be delayed ? I think it will admit of delay. Jackson,
747. Mr, Lee.'] The revenue derived from the Circular Quay wharfs for 1S95 was £32,000 ? Yes.
748. What interest does that represent on the capital ? I am not able to say. 1 tried to get tho infer- 0 ^ '
mation this morning, hut I am informed that it will have to be obtained officially from the Treasury.
740. What are tlie working expenses of Circular Quay ? I can give you the expenses as far as my 
Department is concerned. I do not know what the dredging might cost.
750. Will you state the annual expenses of the working of Circular Quay ? I will have to refer to the 
Estimates before I can answer the question.
751. Are all the berths from the North Shore horse-ferry right round to Dawes Point permanently let ?
No.
752.. How many berths are vacant ? Only one of the large berths. It is tbe one at the south-eastern corner 
of Circular Quay. It is used for general purposes—that is, for sailing ships.
753. The berth is only casually let, as it is required for a sailing ship ? Yes.
754. I suppose there are times when the berth is vacant? Yes; particularly in the dull portion of the year.
755. I suppose wo may draw a great distinction between a permanent rental and a casual rental in this 
way—that is, in the wool season this berth will he fully occupied hy sailing ships ? Yes, and by steamers.
756. But there may he four or five months when there will be only an occasional vessel? Quite so.
757. The rented wharfs would be paying the same revenue every month throughout the year? Yes ; but 
we collect the wharfages, which vary according to the quantity of a ship’s cargo.
758. Any others? Yes ; the old A.S.N. Company’s wharf, which is being reconstructed. The old jetties, 
which are completely rotten, are being taken up. They are doing half of it this off season, and the other 
half will bo done next year.
759. That means the erection of new jetties and new sheds and tho deepening of the water to admit of 
large vessels coming in there ? Yes. '
760. How many berths are vacant there ? "When it is completed there will be no berths vacant, because 
they are all bespoken.
761. Are there any others? Not at Circular Quay. '
762. Would that casual berth he suitable for berthing a line of large steamers ? Yes; it is the longest 
berth at the Quay.
763. Is it capable of accommodating ships equal to the Orient and the P. and 0, boats ? Larger ships.
764. If any company wished to get a permanent ■wharf they could ? Yes. It is 560 feet long,
765. These wharfs are let on an annual rental ? Yes; an annual rental is paid in lieu of the usual 
tonnage duos which would otherwise he paid.
766. Do you collect the wharfage rates ? We collect all wharfage inwards and outwards.
767. You get tho rent and the wharfage on the stuff exported and imported ? Yes.
768. At the vacant berth I suppose they pay tonnage rates and wharfage dues? Yes; the ship pays
the tonnage dues, and the consignees either inward or outward pay the wharfage duos.
760. In fixing the rental of a wharf at Circular Quay, how do you arrive at what is a fair charge ?
Wo calculate how much tonnage dues a ship would have paid in ordinary circumstances. If she had been 
charged ordinary tonnage dues she would not have had an exclusive right to the wharf. Wo charge so
much extra in order that the company should have an exclusive right to a berth. The calculation was
worked out three years ago. I think the Orient Company would have paid between £1,500 and £1,600 
a year in tonnage dues. *
770. Bor having the absolute right to so many feet of wharfage they pay a percentage over and above what 
they would pay in tonnage dues ? Yes.
771. Is there any growing desire on the part of shipowners to secure additional berths at Circular Quay ?
There has been of late.. The B. and A. Co. go there for a berth and pay the ordinary tonnage dues, hut 
they have not an exclusive right to the berth. When they are not using the berth 1 can use it for any 
other purpose.
772. If they desired to get an absolute right to the berth, could they rent it? Yes.
7/3. It suits their business arrangements not to rent it? .1 ust so ; it is cheaper for them not to rent it.
774. Is the tendency of tho export trade to concentrate itself at Circular Quay or to divide itself at .
Miller s Point and round Darling Harbour ? I think it has a tendency to go over towards Pyrmont.
775. Why ? I could not say why; but for years large warehouses have heen built at Pyrmont, and I 
presume it is for the convenience of getting the wool in there for sale. I do not know of any other 
reason.
776. You know pretty well him the goods are handled which come here from the country ? Yes.
777. Suppose a railway were built along the western side of the city and the wharfs became G-overnment 
property, do you think that a large percentage of tho produce of the country could be taken direct to the 
ships and be sent straight away ? No.
778. Why ? Wool for instance, has to go from the railway into the -warehouses to he sorted and sold.
Then, after the auction sale is over, it has to go from the warehouses to the dumping-places, and then it 
has to go on board the ships,
779. In other words, it is a product which has to be handled and dealt with before it is shipped ? Yes.
780. Wool, I take it, is the largest item of export ? No doubt.
781. Consequently it will bring the largest amount of traffic to the railway ? Yes.
782. Taking the items which may he shipped direct, such as grain, frozen meat, minerals, and butter, have
you seen any of these dealt with directly ? I have seen frozen meat dealt with. '
783. Will you he good enough to say how it is dealt with at the present time ? I do not know how it is 
dealt with before it comes from Eiverstone.
784. Is it the practice to freeze meat in the country ? I cannot say. .
785. Is it not nearly all frozen in Sydney? 1 think so.
^86. How do they deal with it here ? They take it in ordinary carts from the freezing works and bring 
it alongside the ship even the Orient Co.’s boats—at night-time; and so they do at Pyrmont wharf and 
nt MHlwraith’s wharf—in fact, all the frozen meat is shipped in the way it is done in Darling Harbour.
787. Do Geddes freeze their meat at Kirribilli Point? It comes from the country in a railway truck 
which is put on a punt at Pyrmont wharf and taken over to North Shore.

7S8.
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788. If that is possible would it not be equally possible to bring that car on a barge to the P. and 0. or 
the Orient wharf, or to Woolloomooloo Bay, and ship the stuff direct out of the cars on to the boats ? It 
is possible, but I think it would be more expensive.
789. The frozen meat is transferred to ships in this way by ordinary vehicles as well as by refrigerating 
cars P Yes.
790. Does that appear to be ample for the business;—do you think it is retarding the business P The only 
complaint I have had—and that was only a few days ago—was received indirectly from the Riverstone 
Meat-works, and it was that the Railway Commissioners objected to allow their carts to go through the 
railway yard at Darling Harbour, because they could have shipped the meat more quickly at Pyrmont 
wharf than by going round all the way to M'J]wraith’s.
791. Is that item of export of such weight and importance that it would justify the construction of a 
railway round the western foreshore for the purpose of shipment? I do not think so.
792. Do you think if a railway were made there would he two train loads of frozen meat in a week for 
shipment ? I am sure there would not,
798. Consequently that item of export is not so large as to justify any great expenditure ? Ho.
794. It has to depend for exportation upon the available space which can be found in the mail steamers ? 
Yos.
795, And in the specially-constructed steamers which have come here occasionally ? Yes.
79G. But there is no such thing as a daily exportation of frozen meat? No.
797. If it were to increase 100 times, what then? Then it could be accommodated in the new berths at 
Darling Island. There is no doubt that that will he the great export depbt for wool and frozen meat.
798. You are very clear in your mind that there is no justification for resuming wharfs or constructing 
railways to deal with that ? No I am sure they would not put it into a truck.
799. The movement of butter is very much easier than that of frozen meat ? Yes; it is packed in small
cases. .
800. Has there been any direct exportation of grain from this Colony? Not to my knowledge,
801. If it should become an item of exportation, bow could it bo dealt with under existing arrangements ? 
It could go by rail to Pyrmont wharf, and be shipped direct from the trucks.
802. Suppose that there was a constant trade, how many ships a year could be berthed at Pyrmont and 
Darling Island, allowing ample time for a ship to unload and load ? I should say 500, but it would all 
depend upon the despatch which a vessel would get. It would all depend on the appliances and the despatch.
803. Do you think that will be sufficient to deal with the trade of the port for tbe next twenty-five 
years ? I have no hesitation m saying yes. I do not suppose the Colony will go ahead any faster than 
it has done during the thirty years I have resided here.
804. Suppose that got filled up, would it then be possible to fall back unon Woolloomooloo Bay if it woro
all wharfed r Yes. *
805. Which would give almost as much accommodation as the two places you have spoken of ? Yes.
806. Practically for twenty-five or forty years ahead the Government has ample accommodotion for tho

■ shipping to take the produce of the country? I thought I was very much within the mark in saying 
thirty years. “
807. Is that your opinion ? It is my opinion,
808. I suppose it would be very difficult to calculate tho cost of resuming all the wharfs along the fore
shore ? 1 think so. 1 have given some thought to this question, and it seems to me that if the Govern
ment resumes all the private wharfs it will unhinge all the importing and exporting business for years. It 
affects not alone tbe wharfs, but ail the warehouses. It seems to mo that if the Government resumes all 
the wharfs it will have to act for a certain time as a middleman between the producer and the consumer. 

■809. Is there not existing among the wharf-owners a system of differential or graduated rates.? As far 
as I know the Wharf Association charges full rates. An agreement was made some years ago that no 
refunds should he made, hut there are wharfs outside the Association which do give very large rebates— 
50 and 60 and even 7 5 per cent.
810. jlfr. Humph ery.Are they important wharfs? Yes; they take a very largo number of import ships, 
and some of the export ships as well.
811. Hr. If the Government resumed these wharfs it would bo necessary to make a rate for 
wharfage or tonnage or fix a rental or bave some uniform rate ? The Government has that now.
812. If the Government once departed from that and began to make differential rales I presume the 
wharfage business would result in endless confusion ? Not always.
813. Is there not a class of trade carried in ships of a cheap and unimportant character where they cannot 
afford to pay heavy tonnage or wharfage rates ? Yes, there are goods on which the wharfage is very heavy.
814. Where they will have to go to some remote part of the harbour to get cheaper wharfage accommo
dation? No. It is not the unfortunate importer, but a ring in London that gets tbe benefit of tbe 
refunds, so I understand.
815. Suppose that all the wharfs on the western side were resumed, is there not a class of small shipping 
trade which would not be able to go to these wharfs ? There are all the coasting traders and the different 
companies which have a fixed business; it would unhinge tho whole of their business.
816. Mr. Wri/j]it.~\ They pay no wharfage ? It is added into the freight in most cases.
817. Hr. Yec.] Do you think tho Government should resort to that sort of business ? I do not.
SIS. Do they resort to that sort of thing at Circular Quay? No.
819. It is not likely that the State could pursue any such underhand policy as that? No. In order that 
you may not he under a misapprehension, let me add that I have recommended a refund of the wharfage 
on the wheat coming from California. If I had not done so, the wharfs outside the Wharf Association 
would have taken my business away; and the railways besides the wharfs would have heen losers.
820. Do you think that if the Government were to resume the western wharfs and put them in a good 
state of repair and keep them well equipped, and construct a railway at the back of them to convey the 
stuff to and fro, it would attract any more shipping to them than goes there now ? No.
821. President.^ 'Which, in your opinion, is the more valuable wharfage frontage in Sydney—Sydney 
Cove. Circular Quay, or Darling Harbour, embracing also Miller’s Point to the north and that area 
abutting on the bridge to the south. Taking it foot for foot which is the more valuable ? Circular Quay.
822. Is it twice as valuable ? Yes.

823.
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823. Would it rent for twice the money taking it right through ? I think so. Capt. J.
824. You cannot tell ns exactly what it cost you to earn £32,000 at Circular Quay in 1895? I think it Jackaon. 
cost about £2,500.
825. The distance, embracing Miller’s Point and Darling Harbour, right to the end of the harbour, is 5 ar'’1S9" 
twice the area of Circular Quay ? I think so
826. If your calculation be correct, then the gross earnings of that extent of foreshore, if it woro in the 
hands of the Grovernment, would be £32,000 ? Yes.
827. Mr. Roberts.] What allowance did you make on tho Californian wheat ? Thirty per cent.; if I had 
not done it, I should have lost some thousands of pounds.

TUESDAY, 9 MAROS, 1897.
present: —

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq,, M.P. (President).
The Hon, Ekederick Thomas Humpheky, M.L.C. 
Tho Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon, Charles James Egberts, C.M.G-., M.L.C. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Pkgan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.
Captain John Jackson, Manager of Public Wharfs, further examined:—

828. President.] You have obtained some information which was desired hy tho Commission on Eriday?
I beg to hand in a return showing tho cost of the management and collection of the revenue for the year 
1895. [Vide Appendix.] 1
829. Does it show- the interest on the capital expenditure on each wharf? No ; that information is being 
prepared.
830. Mr. Hoskins.] Have you the cost of all the Government wharfs ? The Treasury is getting that 
information prepared, and I am preparing the whole of the revenue returns since 1874.
831. President.] Will you be good enough to give the figures for each wharf ? In 1895 the cost for 
Circular Quay was £2,201 19s. 6d.; for Cowper wharf, £667 ; for Pyrmont wharf, £583.; for Darling 
Harbour, £314 4s.; for Blackwattie wharf, £354; for Byron Bay, £125; for Woolgoola, £125; for Coff's 
Harbour, £125 ; and for White Bay, £65. I may state that the cost of the collection in the case of tho 
two wharfs to the northward is more than tlie revenue—the cost exceeds the collection hy about 50 per 
cent.
,832. You were asked to consider the respective values of the foreshores of Sydney Cove and Darling 
Harbour, right from Miller’s Point to the end of the harbour, for leasing purposes, and to submit a 
comparative statement based on. what is obtained by tbc Government for tbe Sydney Cove wharfs, to 
enable us to form an opinion as to what may ho. reasonably expected from the wharfs from Miller’s Point 
to the head of Darling Harbour ? 1 must qualify the statement slightly. Circular Quay is of far greater 
value if all things were equal. Circular Quay is of the greatest value for the present trade, but some of 
the Darling Harbour wharfs—that is, the intercolonial wharfs—are of greater value for that purpose than 
Circular Quay would be, because Circular Quay or Farm Covo would never be suitable for the inter
colonial trade. The whole business of the intercolonial trade is centred in Sussex-street.
833. Can you make a comparative statement, taking 4,000 feet of frontage in Sydney Cove and 4,000 feet 
of frontage in Darling Harbour—that is, 2,000 feet above the bridge, and 2,000 feet below the bridge ? It 
is only guesswork, but I should say that the wharfs in connection with the intercolonial trade at Sussex- 
street are of equal value with Sydney Core wharfs.
834. Taking it right through, does the State get a fair return from Sydney Cove ? I think so.
835. Can you make a statement as to 4,000 feet in Sydney Cove and 4.000 feet in Darling Harbour, 
taking an average of their respective values ? There are some parts of Darling Harbour which are of 
very little value. There are 4,000 feet at Darling Harbour, above the bridge, not worth. I suppose, 
one-fourth of what Circular Quay is; but there are other parts of Darling Harbour which are—forinstance, 
the Union Company’s wharf, Huddart Parker’s wharf, and the North Coast Company’s wharf.
836. "Would 8,000 feet in Darling Harbour, taking the length we have described, be twice as valuable as
4.000 feet in Sydney Cove for leasing purposes ? I think 4,000 feet of the wharfs I mentioned would be 
of equal value to 4,000 feet at Circular Quay.
837. Would the other 4,000 feet be one-half, or one-third, or one-fourth of the value ? It all depends
upon what business there is to do. *
838. Is it one-half the value? 1 should say about half.
839. Tailing the whole of Darling Harbour right through, a foot of Darling Harbour would be worth, 
for leasing purposes, about three-fourths of a foot in Sydney Cove ? That would be it, approximately.
840. Have you taken into consideration that, generally speaking, in Sydney Cove the boats are berthed 
parallel to the frontage, whereas in Darling Harbour they are generally berthed at right angles ? Nearly 
in all cases.
841. Does not that fact alter your statement in any way ? I do not think so. 1 do not consider the 
boats at all; ] consider the frontages for leasing purposes.
842. If it were in the hands of the Government, you think you could collect for a length of the foreshore 
we have described, foot for foot, three-quarters of what you get for Sydney Cove ? I think so.
843. If it were resumed, could wc base the returns on that proportion ? Yes; I would leave the jetties 
out altogether.
844. Is it your opinion that if the Govornment were to resume tho frontages to the extent of 8,000 or
9.000 feet you would get between £40,000 or £50,000 a year from the lessees, or would you get more ?
I think we would get £40,000 a year ; but, of course, it would depend a great deal upon tho business 
done. '
845. We cannot separate your reply from the information upon which you base it ? There is no basis to 
go on except the value of the Circular Quay wharfs.

Capt. J. 
Jackson.

9 MarTlSSI.
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Gapt. J. 846. Do you consider that is a fair basis ? The only basis we bave is the public wharfs.
847. Taking the basis of the public wharfs, do you think it is reasonable to suppose that you ivould get 

9 Mar 1897 *£40,000 0T £50,000 a year if the wharfs were resumed ? I think so.
■ ’’ ' 848. Mr. lloshins.] Is it not a fact that a great many of the wharfs in Darling Harbour have scarcely a

vessel lying at them for sis months in the year ? Tho principal part of Darling Harhour 'is taken up 
with intercolonial ships. ~
849. I mean the wharfs where the foreign vessels lie? Those wharfs are round at Miller’s Point.
850. Mr. JTumphery.'] In estimating the value of Darling Harbour have you taken into consideration the 
fact that the jetties berth a larger number of vessels than can possibly be berthed if the vessels lie 
broadside on at the Quay ? I have thought of that; but I would rather leave the jetties out altogether.
851. How can you leave the jetties out in estimating tbe value of tho wharf frontage ? If wo take 
Circular Quay as a basis it is all frontage.
852. Mr. Wright.'] Tou have jetties at the lower end of Circular Quay ? Tes ; but we do not use them 
very much. Jetty berths are never anything near tho value of a broadside berth. At a jetty of (say) 35 
to 40 feet they put two vessels to discharge inward cargo. In my estimation that is not right. "When 
two vessels discharge inward cargo at a narrow jetty the cargo all becomes mixed.
853. Mr. JZumphery.] At Circular Quay, lying broadside on, what frontage would you require for one of 
tbe Union Co.’s largest boats ? About 300 feet.
854. 'With 300 feet frontage at Darling Harbour, bow many jetties could you have? Two.
855. Which would accommodate four vessels ? Probably.
856. Docs it not follow*, if you are using jetlies at Darling Harbour and not at Sydney Cove, that for 
business purposes Darling Harbour must be more valuable to the lessees ? It is of as much value I think

■ as Circular Quay for that particular business. Por tbe Union Company nnd tbe coasting boats in the
’ intercolonial trade I think it would be fair to say that it would be of equal value to Circular Quay, but I
' do not think it would be of any greater value.

, 857, Is this what you wish to convey : that the rent obtained from one berth at Circular Quay would be
equal to the rcnt_ obtained from four berths in Darling Habour ? As you put it, I think it is right. 
A. large berth at Circular Quay would be equal in value to two jetties at Darling Harbour.
858. In estimating tbe leasehold value of tbe frontages to Darling Harbour, does your estimate of 
an annual rent of £40,000 or £50,000 include Sydney Cove, Miller’s Point, and Darling Harbour ? Tbe 
whole of Darling Harbour, which starts from Miller’s Point.
859. What properties would you include in your estimate? I would take from Smith’s wharf right up 
to the iron wharf in Darling Harbour. -
860. Upon what do you base your estimate ? It is only an approximate estimate.
861. Would it not be more correct to say it is a random guess ? It is very random.
862. It is uot based on any figures or any knowledge? Except the value of Circular Quay. I told tho 
Commission on Eriday that 1 know nothing about the collections they have.
863. The opinion you have expressed as to the annual value of these frontages may be regarded as 
a random estimate ? It is simply my own idea of what it would be.
864. President.] Regarding that opinion as an approximate statement of tbe value of the frontages in 
Darling Harbour, can we apply it round to Datves Point on the same basis? Hound by Dawes Point 
there are some very large broadside berths.
865. Is it as valuable as Circular Quay ? Ho.
866. Would your three-quarters value still pretty well hold ? Tcs.
SG7, Tou were also to think over the question of broken goods, and the value of a railway to the foreshores 
of the harbour;—can you make a statement in regard to those matters? 1 havo made a statement as 
to the exports. I do not think the goods put from tho ships into the railway trucks would he enough to 
pay for the greasing of the wheels. Nearly all the cargo which arrives here is taken to the warehouses.
868. Do you know the dray freight from the ships to the railway ? It varies, but 1 think it is Is. 4d. a 
ton now.
869. Can we fake Is. 6d. a ton as a fair sstimate? I think so.
870. A comparison between Ihe cost of 2 miles carriage, road and rail, would not be a fair one, because 
the route is not direct ? No. It has to go to warehouses to be repacked, but of course there are a few 
exceptional eases ivliere it goes direct.
871. With regard to a general principle or general expenditure, those cases are not worth considering? No.
872. We infer from your evidence that Sydney is a distributing depfit for the Colony ? Undoubtedly.
873. The goods are broken here? Tes. ^
874. Have you formed any opinion as to which will be the best shipping depot for coal in the port? I 
think Glebe Island.
875. How would you get to Glebe Island ? By train.
876. If the coal has to come from Eveleigh to get to Glebe Island without passing over a bridge, you. 
would have to turn back along the soulhern line some little distance ? I do not know anything about "the 
lines of railways.
877. In forming an opinion as to the best place in tbe harbour io carry on the coal trade you have to 
consider the accessibility of the place ? A branch railway would have to be constructed from a main line 
to Glebe Island.
878. Tou propose, in reaching Glebe Island, to cross over a bridge near the present bridge ? Tcs; but 
I could not say where.
879. Why do you believe it is the best place to ship coal at? In the first place because it belongs to tbe 
Government, and in the second place because there is deep water. There is plenty of room for constructing 
shoots on the island. I think the coal could be shipped by shoots instead of cranes, which would save an 
immense deal of labour and cost; I mean something on the same principle as the Stockton Coal Company 
has at Stockton wharf at Newcastle. It saves all the hydraulic machinery and everything else.
880. In your opinion the present coal-shipping appliances in this port are unsatisfactory ? Tes.
881. And after considering the question you have come to tho conclusion that the best shinning place 
will be Glebo Island ? Tes.
882. Where do you think that wheat will eventually be shipped? I think it wilt be shipped from the; 
wharfs which will be constructed between Pyrmont wharf and Darling Island, including tfie letter.

' ' 888.
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883. "Where is frozen mutton to be shipped? At the same place, and the railway-will bring it to the 
warehouse if necessary.
884. Where is the wool to be shipped ? At the same place. ■ 9
885. There is ample room there in conjunction with what you have got elsewhere ? Yes.
886. You regard Woolloomooloo Bay as an import bay ? Yes. t
887. You do not believe it is necessary to connect the hay with the railway ? I7o ; I consider Woolloo
mooloo Bay and Circular Quay will in a very few years be used exclusively for importing., ^
888. And no connection is necessary with tho railway, because there will he no trade direct from the 
wharfs into the interior at present ? No.
SS9. Mr. Hoskins^ Do you think there ever will bo a large trade done through the Woolloomooloo 
wharfs ? There is a good deal of trade done there now. _
890. All you are doing now with the new -wharfs is to unload broken metal there for tbe streets ? It is 
past the wool season now ; but Woolloomooloo Bay lias been pretty fully occupied during tbe past season.
891. With three berths; but what about tbe berths which arc going to be built round towards Potts’ 
Point ? Only two berths are going to be built, and I think there is a firm in Sydney which will take tho 
two.
892. As regards the import trade and export trade of Sydney, is it your opinion that Sydney is amply
supplied with wharfs, and will be supplied for many years to come ? Yes. _ _
893. Mr. Olarke.~] In your estimate of the annual revenue to be derived from Darling Harbour, did you 
include the associated wharfs from Walker’s wharf to Smith’s wharf? No.
894. Then there would be a further income derived from those associated wharfs ? I think so. _ _
895. Do you think that Darling Island would not be a very good place to ship coal from? I think it 
would be a pity to put coal there. I think it will be occupied by other products.
896. Do you give any rebates on wharfages ? Yes ; on wheat,
897. It is tho custom, I believe, for tlie owners or agents of vessels to receive rebates ? Yes, where they 
can get it.
898. And sometimes something is given to the captain as well? I do not know.
899. Are you aware that sometimes as much as 50 per cent., and even more, has becu refunded ? I am 
quite sure it has been as much as 75 per cent.
900. If the Grovernment resumed tbe wharfs that would put an end to any rebates ? I do not think so.
901. Would tbe Government give rebates ? No ; but even if tbe Government did not there would be
plenty of foreshore where private people would put up wharfs and give rebates and compete with tho 
Government.
902. Mr. Hoskins^] Suppose that the wharfs in Darling Harhour were resumed by Government, do you 
or do you not think that people would start wharfs in other parts of the harbour with the view of attracting 
customers ? Of course they would.
903. Therefore, the expectation of the Government that they would get all the trade would not be realised ?
No; it would pay people to put wharfs on North Shore and punt the things across.
904. Mr. Clarke.'} Arc you aware that some of the associated wharfs in certain parts of the year are
almost idle ? All wharfs—the Government wharfs as well as tbe others—are. -
905. That is not tho casein Darling Harbour? Not at tho Pyrmont wharfs, which are nearly always 
occupied.
906. I mean at the private wharfs ? They are not fully occupied; no more are the wharfs in Woolloo
mooloo Bay or Circular Quay in the off season.
907. Are you aware that nearly all the private wharfs in Darling Harbour are pretty well occupied at tho 
present time ? Yes.
908. Do you think that the appliances at the private wharfs in Darling Harbour are quite sufficient for 
tbe public ? I think so. Private owners seem to mo to improve their properties as they are required.
909. Do the steamship companies charge wharfage in Darling Harbour? I do not think they do. In 
some cases they may, and in other eases they do not. I think it is generally added on to thejfreight.
910. Are you aware that most of the butter when it comes from the country, either by rail or sailing 
vessels, is sent to refrigerating rooms in various parts of the harhour, and that it is then carted to tho 
various shipping places ? Yes.
911. It would not be any benefit to the butter trade if a railway were made round the wharfs ? I do not 
think so.
912. Mr. Hoskins.} Is it a fact that a number of the private wharf-owners at Miller’s Point and Darling 
Harbour have not obtained a permit from the Government to build thoir wharfs in the harbour? I am 
not prepared to say that.
913. You do not know whether they pay any rent to the Government for the right to occupy the fore
shores ? I think they do; 1 think the Department of Lands look pretty well after that.

Capt. 3. 
Jackson.

WEDNESDAY, 10 MARCH, 1897.

present:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).

The Hon. Erederjck Tuoxtas Humphery, M.L.C. 
The Hon. .Tames Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Ckaeltcs .Tajiks Roberts, C.M.G-., M.L.C. 
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.

.Tons Lionel Peg-an, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

William Tbow, Chief Mechanical Engineer, Department of Railways, sworn, and examined :—
914. President.} What position do you hold ? I am Chief Mechanical Engineer for Railways.
915. Have you any knowledge of the various schemes of railway extension before this Commission ? I 
have no distinct knowledge of (hem, except what I have gathered from the Press from time to time.
916. You are aware of the Commissioners' proposal to extend the railwa.v svstem to a site in Hyde Park ?
Yes. ' '

W. Thow. 
10Majvfl897.
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W. Thow. 917. Ton are not prepared to make a statement on tlie relative merits of a surface line and_ a lino in a 
"n tunnel P No. Generally speaking, I consider a surface line very muck better tkan a line in a tunnel. 

10 Mar., 1897. J should always prefer a station that bad not to deal with a line running through tunnels. My experience 
of the underground railway in London would lead me to think tkat where tunnels could he avoided they 
ought to be avoided. _ _
91b. Take, for instance, the question of a station site, and then divide that question into two, namely, the 
convenience of passengers and tbe convenience of working such a station, aud then draw a comparison 
between an underground station and a surface station ? Both the convenience of the public and tho 
convenience of working are much greater on a surface station.
919. ’Wk^'? The fact that passengers have to ascend and descend, even though you may give thorn the 
hest appliances for that purpose, is an immense objection to a station underground.
920. The approach to tho station is better on tho surface thau it is underground. Unquestionably.
Then for the working of the station you have the thing before you in daylight; whereas, if you adopt 
a tunnel as an entrance to the station, you can see no further than the mouth of the tunnel. Tho 
simplicity of working a station in daylight, as compared with a station which is approached by a tunnel, 
is very great indeed. _
921. Is it a very vital thing, in your opinion ? Por successful working, I think it is. _
922. Tou think it is almost vital ? I think so. I should consider it so if I were choosing between a 
station on the level and a station approached by tunnels.
923. Tou do regard it as a vital question ? I regard it as being a most important question. I do not say 
that both stations cannot be worked, because we know that they can. In that sense, perhaps, the word 
vital would be an improper one to apply to it. "We know that a station may bo approached by a tunnel 
and still he worked ; yet the difference is so great that, generally speaking, I should say tho importance 
of a station not approached by tunnels is very great.
924. In regard to efficiency, there can be no doubt about a surface station? None whatever.
925. In regard to the cost of working, is there any doubt in regard to a surface station? The cost of 
working is less.
920. Therefore, in regard to efficiency, convenience, and cost of working, a surface station, in your opinion, 
is infinitely better ? Sks. Now, let me say what I meant hy approaching stations in tunnels. I am 
speaking upon a question which would be illustrated by an underground lino such as the underground 
line in London, where the tunnels approach the station from each side, and where the tunnels are long 
and continuous. A short tunnel is an inconvenience; but then it is not an objection to the same extent 
that long continuous tunnels are, Another distinction : tunnels on both sides of a station must make it 
much more difficult to work than one tunnel on one side of the station, especially if that tunnel is a short 
one. I want you to understand the idea of a station approached by tunnels that I had in my mind when 
1 was speaking just now.
927. "Why will an underground station bo more costly than a surface station;—do you mean that it will 
require more hands to work it? Undoubtedly, simply because your view is limited of the working which 
has to be brought in to it aud taken out of it. It would require an increased number of signals, I take 
it, as well as an increased number of hands.
92S, 'Would it be a serious matter to havo the suburban traffic brought into a terminal station in Sydney 
by a great length of tunnel, say a tunnel 30 chains long ? I should very much prefer to have an approach 
without a tunnel unless the tunnel were a long way oif.
929. Is there any objection to a tunnel on the line of route not immediately contiguous to the station? 
It depends upon how far it may bo from the station. I think, for instance, tbe tunnel at Itedfern is a very 
great inconvenience. That will give you an idea of what I moan. All the traffic has to pass through Iho 
neck of a bottle as it were, just a short distance from the station, and anything of that kind must incom
mode the traffic.
930. Imagine a tunnel midway between the .stations leaving a distance of 2,000 feet between the end of 
the tunnel and the terminal station ? 1 should think it would bo a great inconvenience.
931. What objection would there bo to working a line with a tunnel in it provided that you had the same 
width of line and that it was contiguous to the station? No difficulty unless it congests the traffic. On 
the Hawkesbury line there is no inconvenience in having a tunnel beyond the inconvenience of increased 
capital cost.
932. Take the question of the inconvenience to the passengers travelling in a tunnel 30 chains long? 
With regard to ventilation, I do not think there would be any difficulty.
933. Tou could keep the tunnel clean ? I think so.
931. Tou could construct the tunnel so that it would not affect the travelling public? Not materially. 
935. How would you propose to ventilate a tunnel of that kind ? That would depend a good, deal on its 
position. There are various ways of ventilating a tunnel. An ordinary fan and other means which 
produce a current of air are tried. The descent of water, for instance, carrying down a current of air 
with it, where the natural conformation and tho supply ot water are suitable, has frequently been used for 
the ventilation of tunnels, and very successfully, too.
930. In your opinion, a tunnel, as far as ihe travelling public are concerned, can be sufficiently ventilated ? 
As far as that length of a tunnel is concerned, I do not think there would be much objection to it in the 
way of ventilation.
937. Have you travelled through tbe tunnels on tbe Ulawnrra line ? That is a single line, and you can 
never get a single line tunnel clear because of its width. The tunnel in which it is proposed to carry tho 
suburban traffic could be ventilated much more easily than a tunnel on a single line. I do not think 
there would he any difficulty in keeping a tunnel to accommodate four sets of rails moderately froo.
938. Are there any other means by which you can ventilate a tunnel? Other means are used. Tires, for 
instance, are sometimes used, but it depends on tho position, tho conformation of the ground, a.nd tbe 
construction of the tunnel, vdiat means are used, I do not think there is any difficulty in finding a 
mechanical means for ventilating a tunnel.
939. Suppose that instead of passing through tho parks wilh a cut and cover, or an open cutting with
abundant ventilation, you were 30 feet under the park going from Liverpool-street towards St. James’ 
Church, and the tunnel were 30 chains long, how would you ventilate it ? I am not prepared at present 
to say what means I should adopt, but I have no doubt that mechanical means could be used to veutilato 
such a tunnel. 940.
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910. There is an idea abroad in the community that the moment yon enter a tunnel you sutler some W. Thow.
inconvenience, aud the question is whether that inconvenience is sufficiently great to justify huge land 
resumptions ? I think tho question is simply ono of convenience to the public. '' '
911. Why, in your opinion, is a surface line bettor than a line in a tunnel? Simply because you have a 
free open line, and you arc not submitting the traffic or tho public to the inconvenience of a tunnel.
9-12, What is the inconvenience of a tunnel ? There arc various inconveniences. _ t
913. Would there he any inconvenience in regard to ventilation? That you could make the ventilation
in a tunnel as pure as the outside air I do not believe, hut Ido believe that the ventilation of such a tunnel 
could be effected. In the Mount Ccnis tunnel there is good ventilation. There is no inconvenience, 
comparatively speaking, in passing through that tunnel. i
914. Mr. Moshni'.] The locomotives do not burn coal ? They use tho ordinary locomotives, and the 
ventilation is very good. That people travelling through the tunnels would not prefer to travel in the 
open air I do not believe for a moment, but still there you have an example of ventilation in tunnels.
915. Have you ever travelled by the London aud North-Western liailway from London to Liverpool ?
Tes.
943. Tou are aware, I presume, that as you approach the terminal station at Liverpool you have to go 
through a tunnel on an incline ? Tes.
917. There is very much traffic ou that railway ? Tes.
948. Is there any great inconvenience caused by that tunnel? I think so. I would very much prefer
an open cutting. _ _
949. Havo yon ever heard of the authorities of that railway saying that great inconvenience is caused hy
the tunnel ? I am quite sure that railway people would prefer an open line. There is no railway man 
who would prefer a tunnel in entering an important station if he could get rid of it. _ _
950. In the case of the underground railways in London, is the smoke in the tunnels an inconvenience ?
It is a great inconvenience.
951. Why? Because they cannot ventilate the tunnels to any extent; they have to trust simply to 
natural ventilation.
952. Why cannot they ho ventilated? They havo not tho means of doing it without going to very heavy 
expense; it has never been provided for.
953. What would the heavy expense he ? They would havo to acquire property, put down engine-houses 
and fan-houses, and carry their fuel, and go to a very large expense indeed for every length of tunnel.
951. If it bo so expensive a thing to do in London, why is it that it may he done so simply here ?
Becauso we would have only one tunnel, I take it, to deal with, whereas there they have tunnels right 
along the whole route.
955. They have air-holes in the Temple Gardens? They cut their tunnels where they are able to do it, 
aud allow the air to pass out. There is nothing more than mere natural ventilation in those tunnels.
950. President.] In tho underground railways in London the smoke is a great public inconvenience ?
The gases passing from the engine arc.
957. There will he as much smoko from an engine in Australia as there is from an engine in London?
Just about the same, I thiuk. _
95S. There would be tho same amount of smoke in a railway tunnel in Sydney as there is in an under
ground railway iu London ? Tes.
959. Unless some special trouble were taken here which has not heen taken in London there would be 
serious inconvenience here ? Unless you ventilate the tunnel hy special means I think it would be a 
serious inconvenience. ’
950. Is there a special need for ventilation in London ? I think so. Wherever you have a long tunnel 
there is a special need.
951. Notwithstanding that fact it has not been done ? Not iu the underground tunnels. _
962. Although it has been so serious a matter, it has been regarded as wiser to allow the public to submit 
to the inconvenience rather than go to the expenditure of ventilating the tunnels? No. I do not think 
the difficulty which has since arisen was properly understood when the tunnels were made. It was 
assumed at the time the underground railway was inaugurated that locomotive engines could be con
structed so as to confine the gases in the fire-box and smoke-box of the engine until they came to an 
open place, and then allow them to escape. That was the idea on which the engineers who constructed 
the underground railway worked, aud the fact that the gases could not bo confined in tlie engine became 
apparent afterwards. The tunnels have since become very foul indeed from the escape of those gases and 
the enormous incroase of traffic which took place.
963. Mr. Jlos/cinsJ I suppose you know that it is proposed to substitute electric railways under the 
underground railways in the metropolis ? 1 think it is very likely that they will. Tho idea at the time 
was that they would not have to abandon the use of steam in the tunnels. Instead of allowing the steam 
to pass up the chimney they took it back into tanks and condensed it there, so that steam could be used 
all the time the train was in tunnels. The only object they had in view was to confine the gases from 
the fire-box in the engine, so as to prevent their emission in the tunnels.
961. President.] Is it a fact that iu some of the recent legislation in London, the Board of Trade lias 
prohibited the use of steam, and that in a recent Act, which was obtained by the proprietors of some 
important underground railway, it was made imperative that no steam should be used ? I have no doubt 
that was the result of their experience of the underground railway.
965. Of a tunnel ? Pardon me, sir, not of a tunnel, but of the underground railways. Tou have a special 
system which is totally different from ordinary railway tunnels,
966. The members of the Board of Trade arc presumed to bo men pretty well up to date P Precisely so ; 
but I should think that the Board would never say that no railway company was to construct a tunnel.
967. Tou grant that the Board of Trade did say, in connection with tunnel work for carrying passengers 
in Loudon, that they should use electricity, or rather, that they should not use steam? Where they 
have a repetition of the underground railway, certainly I should think the Board of Trade tried to get the 
hest accommodation for the public that they could.
908. Docs it not appear to you that the Board of Trade regarded the working of steam engines for 
passenger traffic in tunnels, in London, as a serious matrer ? Judging from the experience it lias had 
with the underground railways, I should say yes.

969.
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W. Thow. 9G9. The Board of Trade has as full a knowledge of means of ventilation as it is possible for anyone to 
''"-'■■''—n obtain ? I think so.

10Mar.,1897. 97q_ Notwithstanding that, they believe that it was unwise to extend the system of tunnels worked by 
steam in London ? Apparently.
971. IVill you explain how you can ventilate an underground railway in Sydney and not in London ? I 
do not think you will succeed any better in the ventilation if your underground railway here is similar 
to the underground railway in London.
972. Therefore, if it be an underground railway in Sydney, the differences, which are sufficiently strong 
to weigh with the Board of Health, ought to prevent us from constructing here a railway worked by 
steam? Certainly. I would not recommend an underground railway for Sydney.
973. Tou would havo no objection to a portion of the railway being underground? That would depend 
on the length of the portion.
974i._ Will you limit your length ? If it was a long tunnel I think it would be an objectionable thing; 
but if it is only a short tunnel ventilation can reduce the objection. .

( 975. G-ive us an idea between a short tunnel aud a long tunnel? I have no doubt that a tunnel, say
half a mile long, would be an objectionable thing, as far as the passengers arc concerned; but I do not 
say that even a tunnel half a mile long it is impossible to ventilate.
976. Mr. Humphery.] Will you explain how the tunnel through Mount Cenis is satisfactorily ventilated ? 
That tunnel is constructed with two inclines, ascending from a lower level to a higher level; they are 
not equal inclines in length, and towards the centre of the tunnel there is a natural draught.
9/7. Mr. Hoskins.] Have they not fires at the end? I am not quite sure that they use any other means 
than the natural means I mentioned; but I think they have openings near the apex of the tunnel.
978. Mr. Lee!] Have they an exhaust fan there ? X do not think so; I do not think they have any 
mechanical appliances, unless it he fires.
979. Mr. Roberts.] Is there any difference between the ventilation of that tunnel and the ventilation of 
the St. Gothard tunnel in Switzerland ? I have not been through the St. Gothard tunnel, hut I know 
the other very well,
980. Mr. Humphery.] How is the smoke disposed of? It simply passes out with the air.
981. By what means—by openings to the surface ? By the draught through the tunnel to the points 
where the air escapes.
982. What distance apart are the shafts? I am not sure; I do not think there are many shafts.
983. How wide is the tunnel ? It is only for two pairs of rails.
984'. It would be much easier to ventilate a tunnel able to accommodate three pairs of rails than to venti
late a tunnel to accommodate two pairs of rails ? It would give a better chance for ventilation.
985. President!] The pollution of the air depends on the amount of smoke introduced into the tunnel ? 
Tes.
986. _ How many trains a day pass through the Mount Cenis tunnel ? lam not able to tell you just now; 
hut it is not a very rapid traffic.
987. Would there be half a dozen trains a day ? Bully that, I should say.
988. It is probable that every train entering that tunnel would go into pure air,—that the tunnel would 
have had time to clean itself between tho departure of one train and the arrival of another ? I think that 
is very likely.
989. Ho you know the traffic which comes into Bedfern ? Tes; we have 300 or 400 engines passing 
through Bedfern tunnel every day.
990. Mr. Parry, in his evidence, said :—“On the 29th January, .an ordinary day, the total number of 
passmgers and goods trains, and light engines, passing through Bedfern tunnel, to and from the station, 
and Darling Harbour, was 561, and the number during the busiest hour was forty-five. On last Eight- 
hour holiday the number of trains increased to 701, and the number during the busiest hour of the day 
was fifty-two.” Suppose that thirty trains an hour pass through the Eedfern tunnel in the morning, that 
is a widely different thing to consider from one train passing through a tunnel in an hour? Tes.
991. Then the question of ventilation becomes a serious question? The adoption of a tunnel is a thing
which I could not recommend, but at the same time I think there are means of ventilating tunnels which 
might mitigate very considerably the evil you suggest. °
992. The evil would still exist? To a certain extent it would undoubtedly; but that it would allow tho 
tunnel to be as foul as a Wollongong tunnel or the underground railway tunnels in London, I do not 
believe for a moment.
993. Although the Board of Trade appears to regard the question of ventilation as almost insuperable, 
you do not think it is ? I do not think it is under certain circumstances. As far as an underground 
railway is concerned it seems to he insuperable, and if you have a similar case in Sydney it will ho 
insuperable here too.
994. What is your opinion with regard to using electric engines as far as Burwood or Strathfield on the 
western line, and Hurstville on the southern line, and running these electric engines right into the central 
station wherever it may be ? I do not see any necessity for it. I think it will be a great mistake to 
introduce two systems of traction on these railways.
995. Ton dismiss that idea if it carries with it the extension of electricity to the suburban lines ? Tes. 
The evil of having two systems of traction between Eveleigh and any terminal station you may erect in 
Sydney will be enormous. I think it ought to be placed altogether out of consideration.
996. Do you think we could apply electric traction to the whole of the suburban traffic ? I do not think 
it would bo a good thing to do. I think it would he almost as great an evil as to have a break of gauge

997. It is not worth consideration, you think? I do not think there is any necessity for adopting it, as 
far as the Sydney traffic is concerned.
998. Mr. Wright!] The suburban traffic is quite distinct from the through traffic ? Tes, as far as the 
engines and carriages are concerned,
999. Ton do not think we should adopt electric traction for the suburban traffic alone, leaving the 
through rails for the through traffic ? I do not see any necessity for it. To introduce it as a novelty 
would be a mistake, I am sure.
1000. Mr. Lee!] Would it be necessary, if it were applied to suburban traffic, to apply it to the long

distance
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distance traffic also ? I do not think it would be necessary. I think the importance of having ateam 
traction for the long-distance traffic would certainly never bring about a substitution of electricity for steam. ^
1001. Why would it be as bad as a break of gauge to have an electric engine run out to Hurstville on the •’ '
line on which steam traction is now used ? Simply because you introduce two systems of traction instead
of one. At present we can take any engine we have and put it on to any train.
1002. Why cannot you do that with an electric engine ? You cannot.
1003. ilir. Hoskins.] If you had a sufficient number of engines you could ? It would make another 
system. It would be worse than running tram-motors and our locomotives on the same road. _ _
1004. President.] Therefore wo can dismiss the question of working the suburban traffic by electricity at 
present ? I do not see any necessity for it,
1005. Mr. Hoskins~\ I suppose you know that a portion of the Pennsylvanian railways—a large system
in America—is now worked by electric engines ? I know that they have been using it on some parts of 
their lines, but only as a trial, _
1006. But they do work them ? I think they have been making experiments with it, but I do not think 
they have adopted it yet.
1007. President.] An underground system of railways may become necessary in Sydney some day; 
electric traction in a tunnel is not a serious matter, and therefore it may be possible to do tbe whole of 
the passenger traffic from the suburbs by means of a system of tunnels, whereas if you preserved the 
steam you had to have a surface line or a specially-ventilated line? I think the steam will deal with our 
passenger traffic on the suburban line or the main line sufficiently well for the next half century at all 
events. Therefore I do not sec any necessity to introduce electric traction unless it be on the ground of 
economy, and I am not aware that there is any economy in it. Unless it be on account of economy there 
would certainly be no attraction in introducing electricity in place of steam, as far as I can see.
1008. Mr,Hoskins.] In America they hold that economy is power? I doubt that. I do not think they 
have got very much out of electricity on railways in that respect. What I am looking at is simply 
economy of working. Unless electricity can be put in place of steam, for say 90 per cent, of the money 
which steam costs, I do not think there is any attraction for it.
1009. President.] Will you state the length of tunnel which you believe can.be advantageously ventilated, 
and which will not be any inconvenience to tbe travelling public ? I said that a tunnel under half a mile 
long might be ventilated by mechanical means in away which would not he disadvantageous to the public.
1010. Would you say more than half a mile in length ? I do not know that I should. I think half a 
mile is quite long enough for any tunnel to be ventilated by mechanical means; but if the question were 
put before me as to whether I should prefer a line with no tunnels to a line with tunnels,! should say, 
undoubtedly, the open line is by far the bettor.
1011. Suppose that a surface line will cost £500,000, and a tunnel will cost £250,000, then you have the 
question of cost also to weigh. ? I can only say that an open line would still, ip my opinion, be worth a 
very great deal more than a tunnel.
1012. Prom a working standpoint, and also from tho standpoint of comfort to the passengers, what do 
you think ? It would be justifiable, I think, to spend more money on an open line than on a line with a 
number of tunnels in it.
1013. Is it possible to shut off steam at Eedfern, and by any contrivance—by the attachment of an 
electric motor or by cable, or by any other contrivance—to satisfactorily work the line into the city, or 
must the train go right on with the steam locomotive ? It is quite possible, but it is not satisfactory.
1014. iLfj\ Ilumpliery.] Is it being done anywhere at the present time ? It has been done in several 
places. It used to be done on some of the earlier lines in England.
1015. Mr. Hoskinsi] At Lime-street station ? It used to be done there, and I think also at Eustou. I 
think the Glasgow tunnel from Queen-street station is still worked by rope. A cable is used, but tho 
locomotive is also used, and has been used to my knowledge for thirty or thirty-five years. It used to ho 
worked separately by a rope, and when the train arrived at the top of the incline the rope was taken off 
and the locomotive was put on, but the inconvenience of the delay to the public—the waiting to change 
the system of traction was so great that they sent the locomotive down into the station, and they now 
work the trains by locomotive and cable combined.
1016. President.] They are all abandoned ? They are all abandoned, practically. At Lime-street station- 
and at Euston they have put on powerful engines to do the work.
1017. Mr. Pee.] The one in Glasgow was used for the purpose of getting up a grade ? They are all used 
more or less for that purpose, but the Glasgow grade was stiffer thau the grade at other places. ’ Tho 
first purpose was to do away with the locomotive in the tunnel at Glasgow, and they worked the train 
hy a rope ; and then they found the delay was so great that they now put the locomotive on aud unhook 
the rope when they get to the top and let the train go on.

THURSDAY, 11 MARCH, 1897.

^rrsrnt:-
TI-IOMAS THOMSON EWING,

The Hon. .Tames Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Cuables James Egberts, G.M.G., M.L.C. 
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.

Prank Farnell,

Esq., M.P. (President).
John Lionel Feoan, Esq,, M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 

Esq., M.P.
Hugh McLachlan, Secretary to the Bailway Commissioners, sworn, and examined

1018. President.] You are the Secretary to the Eailway Commissioners ? Yes. IF.
1019. Have you a return showing the number of passengers in the railway trams which comes as far as McLochlan.
Kin g-street and beyond it ? No; but I will furnish a return to the Commission. [Vide Aiipendiop] / v
1020. Can you state the number of passengers that arrives atand departs from Sydney station? For the 11 Mar., 1897. 
year 1890 the total number of passenger journeys in and out of Sydney was 11,670,000. That includes it.
Each season-ticket-holder made one journey in and one jonrney out each day. '

1021.
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McLaeiilan Havo you divided tlie number into long and short distance passengers? I have divided them ia
' {~e same way as return was divided for the Royal Commission in 1890. The number of passengers
11 Mar., 1897. ]“00^e^ an(i from all stations within a circle embracing Ryde,, Parramatta, Loftus, and Sydney, was 

1 7,916,000—that is, what vou may call suburban passengers. The iourneys of the season-ticket-holders
came to 2,550,000, r & j j
1022. That is within tlie suburban area? All season-ticket-holders. There are a few outside tho
suburban area, but I did not separate them. The number of passengers outside the stations I mentioned 
was 1,204,000. n &
1023. The suburban traffic represented 10,500,000 passengers? Practically.
1024. Therefore Piths of the passengers traffic to Redfern is suburban traffic? Short traffic, that is in 
passenger journeys, but of course the money would he different.
1025. You will furnish the other information I asked for? I will furnish a return showing the number 
or passengers who arrive and depart from Redfern station by tram and the number of tram passengers 
who go as far as King-street. [Vide Appendix.']
1026. What does it cost per train-mile for tho suburban traffic? That has never been worked out to mv
knowledge. . "
ij ^Vbuld that be a fair index to the cost of tbe whole traffic of the Colony ? X should think so. 
i no does it coat per train-mile for the whole Colony? According to the last report it was 4s.
1029. Mr. Soskim.] It would he practically less in the suburbs ? I would not like to sav; it has never 
heen worked out. "
1030. President.] If tho railway station is to be so situated that you will run half a mile beyond the 
distance to which you now carry passengers, it will cost you 8s.—that is for the journey and the return—■ 
tor every mile you run? That is based on the same average.
1031. Supposing the railway station were placed down towards Port Macquarie, and it should turn out 
that very few passengers went down to that point;—if that station were half a mile beyond tlie needs of 
the passenger traffic you would do 8s. worth of unnecessary running in every journey of tho train? I do 
not know if you could actually work it out in that way.
1032. Can you make any suggestion ? A good, deal would depend on the cost. You may require to have 
a very expensive stafi at the station, and a very large number of men in addition to your officers, and 
you may only run a small train mileage, consequently the cost would be heavier than 4s. The locomotive 
details of running come to perhaps J s, 4d. or Is. 6d, per mile, and the traffic details perhaps como to

la'i.- m., i then of course if you had a very expensive terminal staff the cost per mile for each 
additional mile, if the mileage was a short one, would come to more than 4a. It would be a very difficult 
question to average right through.
1033. Taking, for instance, a station at King-street, and presuming that a train is useful to suburban 
passengers as far as Bridge-street, If the main station he established down towards Fort Macquarie, aud
uerc be no passengers to be carried beyond Bridge-street, you will havo done that amount of unnecessarv 

running or the distance between Bridge-street and Port Macquarie? Yes. ”
1034. iaking that into consideration, and imagining a large terminal station near Government House 
grounds, with the present set of traffic in Sydney, what would be the extra cost to the railways? The 
i nco? Cti W011^ ke VCI7 largely made up of the terminal expenses.

e. But you require to have terminal expenditure somewhere ? You would require to have two terminal 
expenditures there, I take it. You would want an additional station.

036. Suppose the King-street station remains a wayside station, through which your trains run, it would 
hoth^laces dltl0nal “P01186’ but a tranBfer of tem!lnal expenses ? Ho. You w6uld have the expense at

1037. The same expenses ? No.
1038. If your terminus is at Redfern, or at Hyde Park, or down towards the Governor's residence, in each 
case you have terminal expenses ? Yes,
1039. There will not be a very groat difference ? Still tho maintenance aud management of two stations 
must necessarily cost a great deal more than one. Por instance, if you extended tlie railway into the city 
T™. could not do away with the whole of the staff at Redfern station.

• ‘ ea^ern ^ould be simply a wayside station, and the expenses there would just be the expenses of 
iniitnP'vrtanfc w1aIsl^e sta'tion '• Yes, for the passenger business.
Yes ' °U C°U ^ better make a comparison with such a station as Newtown than with a terminal station? 

1042. It is a question simply of the running mile ? Yes.
througlmut\ho° Colony LX^ °f a trak'iniJe cost ? 1 would not ^ to say off-hand, but the average

1044 What does that include ? It includes repairs of stock, management—it practically includes every
. a, 18 the whole tram mileage divided into the working expenses. If you ask what is the cost 

qnn'ng e ween IS ewtown and Sydney, or between Bourke and Byerock, of course the same average 
iliirVi,0 i -Lfc.1wo.ulcl klke a lot of time to work out the exact cost between different points.

i ? a™ mlle >?*> the city would cost exactly tbe same as a mile between Macdonaldtown and 
ra i e . Suppose that Redfern were pushed a mile further ahead, and that the terminal expenses 
ere e same in each instance ? There would be the extra cost of the additional station, which must ho 

lairiy heavy, and the running expenses of a mile.
T'nlv ?hat are tliey -j IJ,vould not likc to answer a question of that kind off-hand.
,, A av.e you auT 1<t°a • I11 working out the estimated cost of the Svdney extension to Hyde Park
the tommlssi°ners liave not attempted to work it out on the basis of an average train-mile of 4s.

1* ■/ UPPOSO itedfern were extended 1 mile towards tlie south, would it cost you 4s. for erery tram 
which ran over that 1 mile ? If you want to know the cost, I think the matter will have to be gone
inln vir c^uVy ; lt wouId not do fo11 me to a guess. b

,TU'0,Llld be ¥■ ? I* wouM ko simply absurd for me to attempt to give an answer. The question 
m-i V j°n c cou«idered very carefully. If you want to know the estimated cost of another station a 
mile ahead trom Hyde Parle, you will have to consider how many trains you are going to run, and how
ri’.p'drnnLib011 if6!1^!7 t0.TaQv AnT informati<>u which 1 might give bn those points at the present 
time would be absolutely misleading to the Commission. You canuot average tho question. It seems io

me
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* me that it would bo rather an idle expenditure to go a mile bevond King-street for tho shunting. One H. 
object of tho Commissioners is to have a station central for all the general business of the railways—for ct&chlan. 
boohing, parcels, and offices, You would want a considerable area for a central station; but if you 11 
had to duplicate that shunting accommodation somewhere else a mile away it would mean a very heavy 11 '
expenditure, without much corresponding benefit,
1050. It would moan no great expenditure in regard to shunting, because the same operation has to take 
place wherever the terminal station is? You would require to have two establishments.
1051. There would be a terminal station and a wayside station? This wayside station would be a central 
station. I cannot see much advantage in going on an additional mile for a shunting station,
1052. Can you furnish any information in regard to that aspect of the ease ? I will mention it to the 
Commissioners, It would want a great deal of working out.
1053. Mr. Zee.] I suppose it is owing to the urgent necessity for some change being made for Eedfern 
that this question of city railway extension now becomes one of pressing importance? Yes; that ia one 
of tho principal causes.
1051. \V"hat are the other causes? The other is to give the public the benefit of a central railway—to 
bring the railway into the city.
1055. One cause is the overcrowded state of Eedfern yard, and the incapacity of Eedfern station; and 
the other is the desirability of giving the travelling public—the passenger traffic only—closer connection 
with the city? Yes.
105G. If it were possible to overcome the difficulties at Eedfern yard, and give the Commissioners all tho 
accommodation they require to carry on the traffic, would there be any urgent necessity to bring tbe rail
way into the city ? As the Commissioners point out, to do that would cost nearly as much as to bring 
the railway into the city, that is, provided that Hyde Park is given to them. They point out that they 
could enlarge, and get the accommodation they want, by extending the railway over Devonshire-streot, 
if they are granted the llenevolent Asylum ground.
1057. I am not speaking of that, bocause then it becomes a question, if you are going to move the 
station to the north, whether it is worth while to go 100, 300, or 400 yards ? Yes.
10<)8. The pith of my point is, that if Eedfern yard, by the resumption of land adjacent to it, could he 
made sufficient^ for all railway purposes, ivould there he any urgent necessity to extend the railway 
system to the city ? I think there is, for the convenience of the public.
1059. For any other reason ? Hot if you are going to give the accommodation at Eedfern by the 
acquisition of land to the south of the station. Your proposal is to acquire an extensive area of land 
to the south of Sydney station, to give the accommodation required at Eedfern. That would cost an 
enormous sum, and you would get no benefit from it. You would not convenience the public; you 
would-be absolutely spending that money for nothing. But if you extend the railway into tbo city the 
Commissioners think that it will return the interest on tbe capital outlay.
1060. Tour point then is this: that it is possible to acquire land south of the railway yard to give the 
required accommodation ? I should think it would he; but it would be a most inconvenient thing to do, 
bocause you would interfere with the whole of tho working at Eedfern. To attempt to remodel Eedfern, 
and at the same time to be carrying out improvements on the existing site, would be a most confusing 
and a risky, dangerous thing to do.
10GI. It has been shown to tho Commission that the remodelling of Eedfern yard could not proceed 
simultaneously with the working of tho traffic;—is it held by the Commissioners that it would he 
impossible to remodel the yard, no matter what additional land is given to them ? I do not say that it 
would be altogether impossible, for nothing is impossible, but it would be a most risky proceeding.
10G2. AYo have strong evidence on that point. Tho Eugiueer-in-Chicf for Eailways says that it conld 
not be done ? I do not think that anything is impossible, but I think it would be a most risky and 
dangerous thing to attempt to do.
10G3. Your next point is that, even if you did acquire that land, it would be acquired at an enormous 
cost, aud the Commissioners would get no extra revenue from it? Ho; and it would he no convenience 
to the public cither.
1064. All things considered, the better plan is to go north ? Yes. '
1065. And, when shifting to the north, in the long run it would be more economical to no riedit on to
Hyde Park ? Yes. b
10GG. At Hyde Park you would deal solely with tho passenger traffic, parcels, and small goods of that 
kind? Yes.
1067. Eedfern station would be retained for a goods station, as usual ? Ho; at Darling Harbour we
deal with our goods. '
1068. You would still receive at Eedfern? We make up certain truck-loads, and deal with the hay 
traffic there.
1069. Would you not carry on tbe same business then as you do now at Eedfern, as regards the goods
portion ? We might do that. The greater part of tho goods business is done at Darling Harbour; it is 
only a limited traflic vhich is dealt with at Eedfern. Pull truck-loads of general goods, and tho hay and 
straw business are dealt with at Eedfern. ”
10/0. Do we understand that, even under these altered conditions, you require nearly all the Eedfern 
yard for^ tho purpose of the traffic ? The Commissioners propose to do the marshalling of trains, and 
tho washing of trains at Eedfern as at present.
1071. 11 ore so than to contemplate any increased accommodation for the despatch or receipt of goods ?
I think so.
1072. That is chiefly why it will be confined solely to Darling Harbour ? Yes.
1073. Do the Commissioners view the introduction of ihe goods traffic into the oily at any point as a 
serious matter in connection with city railway extension ? Ho ; not Io my knowledge. They think tho 
requirements are fairly and reasonably met by tbc existing arrangements, as far as I am aware.
1074. Have they formulated a scheme, or do they favour tho extension of the railway on the western side 
of Jffic city to bring them in direct contact with the wharfs and the ships? Hot at the present time.
1075. Are they of opinion that the facilities which exist at Darling Harbour, and which may be offered 
at Darling Island, will be sufficient for the export trade of this country for some years to come ? Yes.
1076. Is that the basis they are working ou ? That is, I understand, their opinion.

1077.
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1077. With regard to a possible extension of the railway from Redfern to North Shore, would it not be 
necessary to make that extension along the high land by Church Hill.-' I believe you would have to go
wk nearly to the Town Hall to get a proper level for a bridge. . , „

11 Mar., 1897. 1078_ poetically, that is the only way the goods traffic can be dealt with . The proposal more seriously
considered some years ago was to have an underground line to North S ore. , . i • i i j
1070. If a, line were made across the harbour, either on a bridge or under the water, do you think it wo d
he largely used for goods traffic ? I do not see that it would 1)C' , ■ i. ■. „]lri u „
1080. Would it not be confined almost absolutely to passenger traffic P I should think it would be a

lOSl01 WoulTwe be right in inferring that, inasmuch as the railway policy of this country for years has 
been to concentrate the goods traffic at Darling Harbour and make that place a depdt lor the receipt and 
desnatch and shipment of goods, it is not very likely that they will create a great extension to ISorth 
Shore to do what they already hare the facilities to do ? I should think not. It would he an expensive
thing to do, and I do not think it is required. _ .
1082. And it would give no more accommodation ? Where you concentrate your business it is o e 
economical to deal with it. Instead of having two staffs you have one. , ,, -p, p
10S3. Has not that been the policy of the Railway Commissioners for years—they laid out the Darling
Harbour scheme ? Yes. , ,. n
1084. Was not Darling Island resumed at an enormous cost to give that accommodation . i es.
1085. If there is any departure from that policy now, then a large amount of the expenditure m the past 
will he thrown away? Tes; it seems to me that that is the policy which is continuing to conduct your

lOSffi Audthe Commissnmers have adopted that after very full consideration, believing that it will offer
every accommodation for the import and export trade for many years to come. k08-
1087. There are some large works at KirribilU Point, North Shore, dealing with wool, meat, and other

1088UCHas there been a tendency to send that stuff down by the North Shore line ? No. The tendency
has been to send it from Darling Harbour. . . ,
1089. For what reason ? I do not know. It may he more convenient to ship it from there. The Meat
company did at onetime talk of having a connection with the railway. I do not know how far they got 
with it so that they might get direct railway shipment. _ .... , , . ,
1090. Is it not a fact that the Department of Railways now permits its refrigerating ears to be carried on
barges from Darling Harbour to Kirribilli Point P Yes, they axe so carried. .
1091. The refrigerating cars come down from the country and are wheeled on to the barges by rails and
towed to KirribilU Point, where the produce is unloaded into the ships ? Yes. . .
1092. Could any system he devised which would move that refrigerating ear more cheaply than it can bo 
moved in that way ? That is their interest. No doubt they havojooked at that question and adopted
what they believe is the cheapest plan. , T n „ r . ,,, •
1093 Could any possible railway extension he carried out which would admit of a refrigerating car being 
moved as cheaply as it is now moved ? If they had a railway direct to their works it would be cheaper,
1094. But there is the initial cost ? That is entirely their affair. o at
1095. You do not have to bear the cost of towing the cars across the harbour ? j\o.
1096. You simply have to put your trucks on to their barges, and away they go to any part of the harbour.

1097. Of course you look forward to a large development in the shipment of meat? That is expected to

1098eiSunpose that it did increase very largely;-if it is possible to convey your refrigerating cars on 
barges to KirribilU Point, would it not be possible in the future, even if Darling Harbour and Darling 
Island should become overcrowded with vessels, to convey your trucks in the same way to the ships at 
Circular Quay or any other part of the harbour ? It would he possible, but of course the accommodation 
at Darling Harbour and Darling Island ought to suffice for very many years to come.
1099. But if it were necessary to convey that produce to the P. & 0. boats, the Orient boats, the JSorth-
German Lloyds boats, and the other boats, it could be very easily transhipped by adopting the barge 
system? Yes, _ , ,
1100. And avoid, if necessary, the carriage of produce in vehicles ? It could be done. , ,
1101. Therefore the Commissioners do not view with favour the extension of the railway into the city 
beyond Hyde Park for goods business ? No,
1102. And they rclv entirely on that extension for passenger traffic? Yes. .
1103. They say that as they are forced to make an alteration in consequence of the inconvenience at 
Redfern station it will he more economical, in the interests of the State, iq remove the station, not to 
Dovonshire-street, but to Hyde Park? Yes; they think that the best plan in every way, looking at the 
whole of the circumstances, is to take the railway to Hyde Park, They would prefer to go to King-street
if it could be done. ■ j-d it
1104. If it were possible to give the Commissioners all the accommodation they require at Kedrern, would
it not he possible to so arrange the tram service there as to suit the passenger traffic almost as well as it 
would be suited by a central station ? No. _
1105. If they had a tram system extending through the main streets of the city, would not that otter very
much larger accommodation to city people than the existing state of things? Of course you could 
improve the tram facilities, but at the same time it certainly is not so convenient as a railway. _
1106. But after all with your central railway station you will still he some distance from many city
residences? Yes. .
1107. If you had a tramway system, such as I suggested, you could take them to_ their own streets,_ or, 
possibly, to their own. doors ? ""The Commissioners propose to have a connection with the railway station. 
The trams will run alongside our station in Elizabeth-street. The Commissioners propose, sooner or 
later, to have electric trams running, and in one of their reports I think they propose to run an electric 
tram along Park-street to connect with the George-street and Elizabeth-strcct trams.
1108. Mr. Hoskins.'] Mr. Lee asked you a question about constructing a bridge from Sydney to Forth 
Shore, and I understood von to say that von believed that the approach to the bridge would have to he

' “ started
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started from about the’Town Hall, have you well considered that reply ? It is an engineering question, 
but I understand that it will be necessary to go right back to the Town Hall to get the proper approach 
for an overhead railway bridge to North Shore, _
1109. Have you had that information imparted to you by persons who may be regarded as competent to 
give an opinion on the subject ? I am simply stating my recollection of some evidence which was given 
before the Jloyal Commission in 1890. I think it was Mr. Toxlco who said in his evidence that they 
would have to go right back to near the Town Hall,
1110. Mr. Writ]ht.~\ Can you state if the Commissioners have ever thought to any extent about using 
electric traction for the suburban traffic ? It has been thought of, but no scheme has been worked out,
1111. Would it he possible to work the suburban traffic by electric traction while the through traffic was 
still conducted by steam ? I would not like to answer a question of that kind, hut I know that the 
Commissioners have had electric working of one sort and another under their consideration, hut I do not 
know what views they have formed on the subject.
1112. Are you aware whether the practice is pursued in any other part of the world ? Not to any extent. 
There are one or two connections I think in America worked by electricity, but even the Metropolitan 
company of London has not yet started to use electricity in its underground railways.
1113. Are the underground railways still worked by steam ? The Metropolitan company’s I think are.
1114. Mr. Lee spoke about the conveyance of meat by lighters from Darling Harbour to various parts of 
the port;—is not that rather an expensive mode of transit ? It does not affect ns.
1115. It affects the consumer to a certain extent;—is it not rather an expensive system of traffic? 
Naturally. It would be much more convenient and cheaper if the railway ran to the works. The Meat 
company at North Shore had an idea of running a railway to its works, but, as Mr. Lee pointed out, yon 
would have the initial cost of the railway extension.
1116. Still all the meat companies have to employ steamers to tow the barges? Yes.
1117. Is there any possibility of a line being made to connect the northern foreshores of Port Jackson
with Sydney, so that the northern traffic could come in by that line in preference to coming round by 
Homebusb ? I think that is very far ahead, because with the northern traffic coming in by the suburban 
line, it gives you an opportunity of disembarking suburban business and making your connection better, 
otherwise you would split up your traffic. ■
1118. You would save a considerable mileage by the North Shore extension ? I do not know that there 
would he much difference in mileage, because the people would simply get into a local train at Hornsby.
1119. Suppose you had a connection with the city from North Shore, no doubt you would have frequent 
trains from Hornsby to the city, and passengers coming from the north would disembark there ? I do 
not think there is any proposal to bring the goods.
1120. If people desired to bring their goods in by that route, there would he a necessity to break the 
trains at Hornsby? As they do now the trucks would have to be shunted off at Hornsby and brought 
on by the local service to Milson’s Point.
1121. That would entail extra expense ?■ Yes.
1122. It would be most inconvenient to attempt to bring your terminus goods business down in that way ?
Yes. ■ .
1123. Have you any idea of the passenger traffic which you arc likely to obtain, judging from what the 
North Shore ferryboats now carry? The Commissioners lately have not given consideration to the 
extension of the city railway to North Shore; we have had no figures worked out.
1124. In their opinion is it desirable that eventually there should be a connection between the North 
Shore railway and the Eedfern railway ? It might he desirable in years to come, but there is no 
immediate necessity for it now.
1125. We can leave out of our consideration any possible connection between those two points? For 
the present, certainly.
1126. I understand that after duly considering the whole situation, the Commissioners approve of the 
Hyde Park scheme in preference to any other ? Yes.
1127. Would that bo in preference to a circular system of railways ? Yes. In their report the Commis
sioners point out that ultimately, when the necessity arises, you can extend from the central station to the 
suburbs, but there is no pressing necessity for the work to-day.
1128. Mr. Roberts.'] What extra revenue per passenger do the Commissioners expect to receive if the 
railway is carried as far as Park-street ? They propose to charge a penny for each passenger on each 
journey, and then to add a certain amount on to the prices of season tickets. The price of a workman’s 
ticket’ they propose to increase by 3d. a week. A workman who lives at Petersham is now brought into 
Eedfcrn Station for Is. 3d. a week, so that if the railway is extended to Park-street a workman can go 
from Petersham to Park-street for Is. Gd. a week.
1129. Mr. Hoskins.] On what basis do they estimate the number of passengers ? On the actual number 
of passengers who travelled last year.
1130. Mr. Roberts.] Do you think the Commissioners would expect to get anymore revenue if the railway 
terminus were located at St. James’road rather than at Park-street? They would charge the same 
amounts as I have quoted, but it would he more convenient to have the stations at King-street. The 
opinion of the Commissioners is that King-street is the better position.
1131. You are in a position to say that the Commissioners favour King-street as aterminus for passengers? 

•It has been their opinion right through that it is the most central and convenient. situation, hut seeing
that so much opposition was raised to their proposal on the ground that it would absorb so much of Hyde 
Park, they said give us half of what we ask for, as it is the next best thing to do.
1132. Mr. Regan.] It is not the intention of the Commissioners to take the terminus down to Circular 
Quay ? No.
1133. They are decidedly against the terminus being located at Circular Quay? What they suggest is 
that a terminus at Hyde Park or King-street will be quite sufficient with a central station.
1134. And that Darling Harbour will do the goods traffic ? Yes.
1135. Mr. Hoskins.] Suppose that the railway is extended to Sydney, do the Commissioners, taking your 
estimate of the number or passengers, make any allowance for the probability that a number of those 
passengers will get out at Redfern? No. They have simply taken as an estimate the number who 
travel to-day to Sydney. No doubt some of the passengers will get out at Redfern, Rut, on the other
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H. hand, the additional accommodation will induce additional people to come into the city; for instance, 
McLachltm. pC0p]0 ^ pJveleigh, Macdonaldtown, and Newtown, if they could get into Sydney by train ratlier than by 

omll'^us> would come in by train. Besides, there is the additional growth which is going on. There has 
8r'* ' been a very big growth since the figures were obtained for the Boyal Commission, 1890. The estimate is

based on the number of persons arriving at Bed fern station to-day.
1186. What is the increase ? Tour million passengers per annum. _
1137. President] Is it not the intention of the Commissioners to alter the steam traction on the trams ?
Tea. .... . . , .
1138, Is it their intention to preserve esisting routes ? There is no proposal to alter the routes at present, 
except the one which they outlined along Park-street.

. 1139. You have no information in regard to what the route should be? You would have the trams
alongside the proposed station, and you would bring in a tram from William-street to Park-street, and 
that would intersect the Elizabeth-street tram and the George-street tram.
1140. As far as you know, it is their intention to preserve the routes of the trams ? As far as I am 
aware, it is.
1141. You will no longer have the railway trams running along Elizabeth-street? No; but you will have 
the other trams. The railway trams would run along George-street.

FRIDAY, 12 MARGE, 1897.

fJrmnt:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (Pbesident).

The Hon. Ekedehick Thomas HuupHEitY, M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Chables James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
Hknby Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Erancis Augustus Weight, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P. 
John Lionel Began, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henby Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P. _

Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, further
examined:—

1142. President] In regard to the ventilation of tunnels, Mount Ccnis has been cited as an example ;— 
will you explain why, with regard to such traffic as wo have in Sydney, Mount Cenis tunnel is not a good

12Msr., 1897. example, and how the natural conditions there enable ventilation to be possible that would not obtain 
under such circumstances as we have here ? At Mount Ccnis the natural conditions are favourable. The 
traffic through the tunnel is not very great, and being open at the end to the natural air-currents, the 
tunnel generally gets pretty well ventilated ; but sometimes it is not, because I have been through the 
tunnel and found it rather stuffy. Generally, the ventilation is fairly satisfactory.
1143. The reason why, it is satisfactory in your opinion is, first, because of the sparseness of the .traffic, 
and, secondly, because as ono entrance is higher than the other there is a natural draught, which cannot 
be expected in all circumstances ? No. In the case of a metropolitan line you do not have tho same 
favourable circumstances, everything being below ground, and at the ends you are. in addition, more or 
less surrounded by buildings which will stop your current.
1144. The metropolitan is the better example for us to reason from? The metropolitan district railway 
would he. I notice that at Mount Cenis, although the ordinary ventilation of the tunnel is left to natural 
causes, there is an 8-ihch pipe, with cocks at intervals, and there is an arrangement also for drawing off 
the bad air along tho bottom of the tunnel. It may interest the Commission to hear something about the 
St. Gothard tunnel. I will give some particulars from a report of Dr. Stapff, which are to the point. He

• says :—“ Natural ventilation depends on differences of atmospheric pressure at tho two ends—temperature
and moisture. The difference of level acts according as the internal air is lighter or heavier than the 
external, and the augmentation of tho volume of air entering and becoming warmer interferes with the 
circulation, and friction does as well. Very slight atmospheric differences alter the directions of currents.” 
That, of course, is easily to be understood. You would get that in all tunnels where you depend on some 
atmospheric influence to clear them. “In the worst case you get a current of 4 feet per second, which 
would clear the tunnel of smoke in throe hours and three quarters ; so that to ensure ventilation it would 
be necessary that once at any rate in twenty-four hours there should be that interval between the trains. 
Unfortunately, at each change of direction of the wind there is an interval when the air is at rest, and 
sometimes the changes are so frequent that the current may be arrested for four days at a time.” It is in 
eases like that where artificial ventilation arises. You get that condition occurring in all tunnels—in the 
Mount Cenis as well as the 8t. Gothard. Dr. Slapff says :—11 Such a state of things will only arise about 
once a year, and when the ventilation of the tunnel is very bad it will be better to stop the traffic rather 
than go to the expense of having ventilating arrangements.” Of course, to do anything of that sort in 
lines which have a largo traffic upon them is altogether out of the question. “It will ho foolish to provide 

' costly methods of artificial ventilation, and the best plan will be to provide compressed air through a pipe
with cocks at intervals, or supplying the workmen, so that they can get what air they want at any part of 
the.tunnel.” That is what seems to be provided at tho Mount Cenis tunnel. The difficulty in tunnel 
ventilation can be seen from this report, and from general considerations. If the trallie is very great, 
and there is no time to clear the tunnel between the passage of the trains, the nexttrain that goes through 
gets into the smoke loft by the previous train; and it is alt the worse if the next train goes in an opposite 
direction, and churns up the air, as it were. Ventilating-shaits are not by any means satisfactory, or, at 
any rate, they are rarely satisfactory. At the St. Louis tunnel in America there is a large ventilatiug- 
sbaft in the centre ; and it has been observed that when a train enters Ihe tunnel at one end there is a 
great column of air from the tunnel rising up through the shaft, and after the train has passed the shaft 
the air is drawn down again and follows the train, it has not always the effect of carrying the smoke out 
of the tunnel. In this case you may say it brings in fresh air (which is an important tiling), but it leaves 
the tunnel behind the train (which was supposed to be ventilated by the shaft) unventilated. One of the

most
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most efficiently ventilated tunnels is, undoubtedly, the Mersey tunnel. I think there are four ventilating H* Deane, 
tans, two of them being 40 feet and two 30 feet in diameter. In special cases it may be easy to ventilate 
the tunnel, and -when the traffic increases there will he very great trouble. It is anticipated that sooner ^ar ' 
or later there may be very great trouble with the Mersey tunnel.
1345. Which do you quote as the best example ? The Mersey tunnel is about the best example of a well- 
ventilated tinvnel for suburban traffic. There is an apprehension even there that with increasing traffic 
iitx t C l. c<^' ^ 8UPPose the means adopted now are about as complete as they possibly can be.
When l was in England, .1 went to see the ventilating fans in that tunnel.
1146. jl/i’. Xee.J How long is the tunnel ? It is 4,960 feet long under the river.
1147. President,] They have got that tunnel ventilated, with how much traffic going through a day ?
About 600 trains a day pass through the tunnel.
1148. If in the Mersey tunnel-—with the very best appliances, with 300 trains a day—they are appre- 
nensne that very soon they will require better means of ventilation, it will appear reasonable that even 
the ventilation in the Mersey tunnel—which you suggest as being the beet obtainable-would not do 
loya tunnel here , It might not. I do not know whether, if you made a tunnel here, that number of 
trains would go through the tunnel; hut then, as I pointed out previously, there is always the difference 
in chmute to be considered. Liverpool is in a cool climate, in about latitude 53° or 54°, whereas wre are 
m a very much lower latitude, having a very much higher mean temperature, and a very much higher 
maximum temperature m summer.
1149. Mr. During half the year they have fogs at Liverpool ? Tes.
1150. Is this the position : that with suitable conditions and few trains it seems possible to ■
ceep a unnel perfectly clear, but that with unsuitable natural conditions or a heavy traffic, the trouble
at once becomes apparent ? Yes.
1151. And notwithstanding all the appliances which science has in attendance, where the traffic would 

r?om * /?!SUCh ’lV°U d cominS into Sjffiaey- they view the future with apprehension ? Yes.
il5A And the engineers aro hoping to devise some scheme by which the tunnel would be kept clear—by 
electricity, or something else P Yes, A metropolitan railway tunnel is either broken up into a number 
ot sections, m which case you would want a ventilating apparatus for each section, or else you have one 
or two long sections, and then the longer the section the greater is the difficulty, because of more trains 
passing through at the one time, or the shorter the interval between them.

your 1,1 reSard-'tui:ine]s hi which steam is used in conncetiou with the passenger 
traffic otbydney I should not like to see them here; I should not like to see them used with steam 
traffic. J think they ought to he avoided, if possible.
1154. Do you view it wilh serious apprehension P Yes.
1155. Would you recommend to the Commission any scheme in which there is a large amount of tunnels
at present. o, I should not, until some arrangement could be made to work it with some other kind of 
motive power.
1156. Can you explain your views in regard to some other scheme by which the work could be done, or in 
regard to electric traction P Before I answer your question, will you allow me to add that tunnels on the 
ruling gyade, as I pointed out at the time of the Zigzag inquiry, are specially bad, because the boiler is 
doing its best and there is the maximum amount of fuel being burnt, and very likely some priming, which 
makes it all the worse. Then again, tho engines always, at some time or other, have to carry a maximum 
load, llie rails may get greasy, and the engines may get stuck- up in consequence in the tunnel, and then 
it is particularly unpleasant to the passengers. .

^'eTall-T speaking, you dismiss tunnels as unsatisfactory P Yes; I think they should be avoided.
II- -I111 y0U nolv sta,e your v.'ew vnl1' ^gard to the use of any other motive power, or with regard to 

electricity as a motive power ? I should think it is probable that in future the Bailway Commissioners 
will consider the question of using electricity. It is a point on which I have some hesitation in giving a 
definite opinion, hut I think there is no doubt, from the way in which traction questions are being 
considtred in America, for short-service trains, that electricity is coming into favour.
1159. The question of motive power really does not come under your consideration? No. If you do 
not have steam you wi 1 have electricity. Electricity is undoubtedly used. I mentioned on the first day 
of the inquiry the Baltimore and Ohio railway. I saw a report, which was made last year, in which the 
working ot the trains by electricity was pronounced to be perfeclly satisfactory.
1160. Mr. Hoskins,] There are heavy grades on that line ? I do not know that there are hcavv grades. '
I have not seen a section ot the line, hut they have three electric locomotives working through there now, 
and they work all the goods and passenger traffic as far as 1 can make out. There was a very favourable 
report about this tunc last year of the working of these locomotives, which led to the conclusion that 
tliey are at least as economical as steam locomotives.
1161. Pmuto ] They were-brought into use because of the difficulty of ventilating the tunnel ? On
account of the difficulties of ventilating the tunnel. 6

on tbat lme l,K'y preferred to use electricity rather than to ventilate the tunnel ? The 
difficulties were too great in the way of ventilation. In the Street Railway Journal of March, 1890, 
tnero is an account of the experience with electric locomotives in Baltimore,
1163. Mr. Hoskins.] Is not there a railway in America in which an electric motor is attached to a train 
within a mile or turn of the terminus to take the train into the station ? That is probably the one which
you are thinking of. The electric motor is run on in front of the whole train. . '
1164. President] Is steam shut off? Yes. They apply that to goods and passenger trains. Whether 
that is applicable to our ease in Sydney, in case we bad tunnels, is a matter for consideration. There is

“ ”,8‘“ be " 0’’ie':li0,1 ‘h° dcl“r ot the on,
II ee' w10 ob'ieclion would- be to the delay, and the cost of the locomotive ? Yes.
1166. You would want agood number of locomotives ? I stated, in regard to the Baltimore line, that the 
Tievfr wi hnV™aP enollSh—t,lat Jt 15 "r°rked a8 economically as with steam locomotives.

r s' w f^-Vr^e thcy as<jertai!lt!d that e3ectric motois can ho worked as cheaply as steam loeo- 
moLves ? That is what they say in this report. There has been very little done elsewhere in the way of 
large electrical locomotives, but where electric motors are placed under the cars they are worked very 
cheaply. An example of cheap working is undoubtedly given by the Liverpool overhead railway.

1168.
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H. Deane. 1168. Is that worked cheaply ? Tes. There is a long account of that in the Proceedings of the Institution 
of Civil Engineers, vol. 117. There is a great deal about the use of electricity on tramways and railways 

12 Mar.,1897. ;n different volumes of the Proceedings of the Institution. The advantage which is claimed for electricity 
, as applied to motors under the carriages is that instead of having a big locomotive, and having to take a 

long train, you can run your trains just as you want them, short or long. _
1169. President.} Are you speaking of the accumulator system ? No ; of the usual system, with an 
electrical conductor laid along the line overhead or between the rails.
1170. Is it virtually the trolly system ? The trolly or shoe system, <
1171. Mr. Hoskins.} It would not be applicable to running long passenger trains through Sydney from
Bedfem ? No ; it would not bo very applicable in that way, but what is claimed for the electrical working 
of tramways or railways, if carried out properly, is that the trains would be short and run at more frequent 
intervals. I cannot say what the difficulties may be in the way of altering the suburban system some 
day; it may have to be considered. It is really a matter of traffic working, on which I cannot give an 
opinion. . f
1172. On a long-distance journey—say, from Bourke—the accumulator system could not be made applicable 
to a train running up to King-street ? No ; it would never do to use electricity for long-service trains.
1173. President.} You advise the Commission not to have tunnels if they can possibly be avoided ? Tes.
1174. The same thing applies to a surface station as against an underground station? Tes. _
1175. Ton also advise the Commission not to have an underground station if it can possibly be avoided, 
but to have a surface station ? Tes. That is one reason why I think the Hyde Park scheme is so much 
preferable to anything else, until it is settled definitely what other method can be substituted for steam 
in working the suburban railways or bringing the traffic into the city.
1176. You can go on from Park-street iu any direction ? Tes. _ _
1177. M.r. Lee.} Yon cannot go east without a tunnel? Ton can eventually go east by sinking and
going in atunnel, but if you can do without tunnels for the present until that question is decided you 
are all right. _
1178. President.} What you told the Commission before was this : That if yon go as far as King-street, 
and eventually electricity or some other power is used on the lines which enables the tunnels to be used 
pleasantly for passenger traffic, then by lowering 16 feet the lines which are required to go on you can 
then tunnel, and go down to the Circular Quay, or go round by a circular railway, or in an easterly 
direction? Tes.
1179. Would that be a difficult operation ? No. '
1180. Therefore an extension of a surface line, or as far as possible a surface line to Hyde Park, would fit 
in eventually with a tunnel scheme, and a circular railway, and an extension to the eastern suburbs? Tes.
1181. jtfr. Humphery.} Your remark applies to a central station either at Park-street or Si. James1 road? 
Tes.
1182. President^] Would you regard the lowering of some of the linos 16 feet as a very serious operation ? 
It would not be a very serious operation. In the design for the buildings I would provide for. the 
foundations being arranged so that the lines could he sunk and carried through tho buildings—that is to 
say, the basement of the buildings would be arranged so as to form tunnels in future for the railway..
1183. Mr. Wright.} Would your sunken extension be continuous with the lines leading from the station ? 
They will be part of those lines.
1184. There will be no break ? No. .
1185. President.} Do yon believe that a tunnel half a mile long—say, from King-street towards Port 
Macquarie—could be ventilated ? I do not Hire the idea of it at all.
1186. Have you any idea how long it would be ? I think it is a little under a mile from the Queen’s 
Statue to Port Macquarie.
1187. It would be a tunnel all tho way ? No; it would be open at the end. There would be about 60 
chains of tunnel I should think.
1188. You regard it as a serious matter? Tes, I should, especially as that tunnel would be on the ruling 
grade, whatever that might be.
1189. Would the same objections apply to a tunnel to North Shore ? Tes ; for steam locomotives.
1190. How deep is the harbour—80 or 100 feet? I have sections across the harbour, but it is not 80
feet. I think with a depth of about 80 feet we can have a tunnel right under the bottom. .
1191. I saw some soundings taken there up to 150 feet? That is a deep bole off Bine’s Point, that is 
between Blue’s Point and Dawes Point. ’Recently 1 have had some borings obtained between Dawes 
Point and M'Mabon’s Point, and we ran just on the edge of that hole.
1192. You believe that atunnel across the harbour is practicable? You would not go across there ; 
you would go across further east, hut I do not believe in a railway tunnel at all; I do not see the neces
sity for it.
1193. At a depth of 80 feet you believe you would have sufficient cover to make a tunnel ? lam sure of 
it. I went into that question in connection with a tramway scheme I proposed,
1194. A scheme to embrace the wharfs could not possibly fit in with a tunnel scheme if the tunnel were 
80 feet below the surface of the water ? No.
1195. You would have to go a long way back to get a fall of 80 feet ? Tes.
1196. A railway to serve the wharfs cannot go under the harbour? You cannot get down.

‘ 1197. You want to go back so far as to fall 80 feet with a reasonable grade, which might be very far
removed from the wharfs ? Yes.
1198. How high would a bridge to go over the harbour be ? That depends on what the authorities 
decide. I recommended some time ago that it should be 160 feet. I have gone into the matter with Mr. 
Darley, and we are of the opinion now that it ought to he a little higher than that.
1199. Will you take 200 feet as an extreme limit? It would not be more than 200 feet; it would bo 
between 160 and 180 feet.
1200. Taking it at 180 feet, where would your approach start from to get that height? That again 
depends on the grade. If I remember aright, with a grade of about 1 in 30, you coulcl start from Wyn- 
yard-square and get up there without any difficulty.
1201. Prom the level, say 20 feet below the western side of Wynyard-square ? I am speaking from 
memory, but I am quite certain that you could get up from that level.

1202.
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1202. If it were decided that a grade of 1 in SO was unsuitable, and you wanted a grad.e of 1 in 60, it H. Deane, 
would take you bade between Wynyard-square and the Town Hall ? I do not know whether you would
get it, because the ground falls away very rapidly. The further you carry your grade back the further *" ar'’ ' 
you might be off the surface.
1203. Mr. Lee.'] Admitting that you could get into a tunnel on the Sydney side 80 feet below the surface / 
of the harbour, where or how would you get out on the other side? You could get out at the upper end
of Lavender Bay with a railway tunnel.
1204. On the level P Yes • with a steep grade.
1205. What would the grade he ? About 1 in 40 wonld do it. _ _
120G. President^ Where would the entrance to your tunnel be on the Sydney side ? If you insist upon 
having a tunnel, which I think is objectionable, you would start down from the station at Hyde Park, and 
dip under the harbour at Port Macquarie, and passing under Milson’s Point, come up again at the head 
of Lavender Bay.
1207. Somewhere near the steps ? Yes.
1208. Mr. Humphery^] And strike the existing railway p Yes.
1209. President.] With regard to a tunnel to connect the railway systemw-ith the railway at North Shore, 
it is possible, starting from the northern side of Hyde Park, to pass under the harbour at a depth of about 
80 feet by way of Port Macquarie, and gradually rise until the North Shore line is joined at the head of 
Lavender Bay ? Yes.
1210. But in your opinion a tunnel If mile long, with a grade of 1 in 4<0, would be a matter not to bo 
seriously contemplated at present ? Yes.
1211. Can you give us the cost P No.
1212. What is the cost of a running-yard? A running-ward of tunnel would cost about £70, and when 
you came into mud it would cost at least £125 or £200 a foot. There might be all sorts of difficulties to 
encounter. It might cost between £600 and £1,000 a yard to take the tunnel through the mud.
1213. On this tunnel there will be about 450 yards of mud -how much is that going to cost, approxi
mately ? I should think the minimum cost would be about £600,000. There are between 450 and 500 
yards through the mud, and the rest would probably bo all rock.
1214. Is that fully equipped with the lines laid in the tunnel ? It would be fully lined and the rails laid.
1215. Therefore, your estimate of the approximate cost would be about £600,000? Yes.
1216. Mr. Lee.] Is that the only possible route for a tunnel across the harbour ? I think it is.
1217. Would it be possible to get under the harbour from near Miller’s Point or Hawes Point? No; 
there is a very deep hole there.
1218. You do not think that is a possible route for an underground railway ? No.
1219. If a bridge connection with North Shore is contemplated, it must he by way of Church Hill? Yes. ,
1220. And if a tunnel connection is contemplated it must be by way of Port Macquarie ? Yes.
1221. Mr. Humphery.] It was never at any time contemplated to take a tunnel from Miller’s Point to 
North Shore ? No.
1222. What is the greatest depth of your soundings between Port Macquarie and North Shore ? It was
a little under 60 feet. ’
1223. President.] In regard to the cost of a bridge, it is not possible to give any definite estimate? Yes. -
1224. But with a grade of 1 in 30 the approach on the southern side of the harbour would require to 
start from Wynyard Square, and would necessitate a considerable amount of resumption ? Yes.
1225. On the northern side where would you come out ? You would land north of McMahon’s Point on 
some jutting crags which are about 120 feet above the water.
1226. Where would you join the North Shore line then ? Opposite the head of Berry’s Bay.
1227. Mr. Lee.] ]f an underground railway were made by way of Port Macquarie to Lavender Bay,
would it be possible to connect a railway going round the western foreshores of the harbour—round 
Miller's Point, Dawes Point, and Sydney Cove—with that underground railway ? There would be very 
great difficulties in the way. An ordinary railway with steam locomotives you could not carry round 
Miller’s Point and Dawes Point, because tho curves are too sharp.
1228. If a railway were made round the western foreshores, would it he possible to connect it with a 
railway under the harbour? No ; you could not get down fast enough.
1229. President.] Since you have to lose 80 feet to fall 80 fqet, and your ruling grade is 1 in 40, the fall 
must commence 3,200 feet, or considerably over half a mile from the harbour, and, therefore, for over 
half a mile, at least, yo,u must be falling all the way back towards the wharfs ? That is so.
1230. Mr. Lee.] To make it possible you would have to make a loop-line to join the underground line at
half a mile back ? Yes.
1231. President.] The approach must be fully half a mile back ? Yes.
1232. Mr. Lee.] Therefore, that scheme is out of tbe question? I think so. As regards the estimated 
cost of the proposed station at Hyde Park, I wish to explain that thereof, which is an expensive structure, 
would cost £67,000, leaving about £133,000 for the building. No doubt the building could be cut down, 
but it would not look at all nice not to have a fine building there. It need not be as large as the building 
shown on the plan here, because there is spare accommodation in that building.

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, 1G MAllCU, 1S97.
' $rc5£:nt:-

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, 
The Hon, pBEDEitrCE Thojcas Humfhert, M.L.O.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Chanles James Rodents, C.M.G.. M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connoe, M.L.C,
Henby Clabke, Esq., M.P.

Esq., M.P. (Peestdent).
Chables Alfeed Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Eeoan, Esq., M.P.
Thomas Henby Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Geobge Black, Esq., M.P.
Beancts Augustes Weight, Esq., M.P,

S. E. 
Perdriau.

Eeank Eaenell, Esq., M.P.
Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, further examined:—

1233. Dreudcnt.~] You have brought some information which the Commission desires to have on various 
points ? Yes.

16 Mar. 1897. Will you describe the Benevolent Asylum site and the Cemetery? I will read a description of 
J the tenure of the lands and of the improvements thereon comprised in the Benevolent Asylum site, 

Devonshire-street Cemetery, and contiguous areas:—■
The land referred to embraces tbe block of abont 24J acres on the opposite side of Devonshire-street from Redfern station, 

14.iin 'i‘10 J0n°wmG boundaries :—On the north-east by Garden-road, on the east by Klizaboth-strect and private properties, 
on the south by Devonshire-street, and on the west by George and Pitt streets. r r e >

- The following institutions, Ac., are located upon tho land The Benevolent Asylum, Christ Church Parson ape, 
the Police Barracks and the residence of Superintendent Brennan, the Sydney Female Refuge, the Convent of the Good 
■Awnaritan (formerly called the House of the Good Shepherd), the Pitt-street tram-cleaning yards and coke depGt, the 
Devonshire-street Cemetery, and the South Sydney Morgue and caretaker’s residence, '

The Benevolent Asylum.
!S manaEe|J hy a Board of Directors, with the Governor as Patron, and Sir A. Renwiek as President, 

ihe land occupied by the Asylum lies at the corner of George and Devonshire streets, and is about 3 acres 2 roods 
-a perches m extent, including a proposed street 1 chain wide extending along the eastern boundary. By a plan of survey 
made m IMS the area at this site proposed to he granted was .3 acres 1 rood 15 perches. The difference between the two 
areas - roods Id perches is that of the proposed street, which has apparently never been used as such, and is occupied 
in common with tho 3 acres 1 rood 15 perches. Several of the out-buildings are erected upon the proposed street. The old 
papers m the case cannot be found ; but it appears from the Half-Monthly Returns of 1S4S that it tvas decided to issue a 
grant lor the .} acres 1 rood 15 perches. This was not done, however, and an application for a grant made by Mr. W. 
Bnggs, a director, on account of the Board of Directors, in 1893, was not complied with. The Minister (Mr, Copeland) 
decided that the matter should stand over. r '
, 1 ^at the land has l>een used for its present purpose continuously from the year 1818. The main
budding bears the date 1SAL It is about 150 feet Jong and 25 feet wide, with two wings of about the same dimensions.

■ f^rC °* orf fQ an^ with slate roofs. In the court-yard, between tbe wings, there is a building 55
et long, 2o feet wide, and of similar eonstiuction to the main building. Thereare three other brick buildings of one storey 

each, with iron roofs, which do not look cpiite so old as the main building. They are about 50 feet by 20 feet each, and used 
as Kitchens, laundry, &c. Also several other inferior one-storied out-buildings, parts of which are of wood and brick, with 
galvanised iron roofs.

, , T.^e buildings bear evidence of considerable age, but aro well preserved, and in good repair. As above
slated, the mam building is ^ 7 years old. i ’ & r

- Lw<>lr<1 est™ate value of the buildings on this site at tho present time at £ .
eLn ontei w notora‘ c™sn^e™6the huildnigsi antiquated and unsuitable for their requirements, petitioned the Government 

February, 18flo, to resume the property, purchase another site for them with part of‘the money, and give them 
the balance to provide funds for carrying on the work of the institution.

The institution is supported by contribution from the public and Government aid.
Of the total receipts for 1896, £19,530, the Government contributed £14,000.
1 erhaps it would be well to read the said application, of which I have a copy.

The Hon. J. N. Bnmker, Esq,, M.P,, 4c., 4c., 4c., Chief Secretary,—
Slr’ „ , . , „ Benevolent Society of Hew South Wales, 192, Pitt-street, Sydney, 20 February, 1895,

... , He erring to the difficulties connected with the management of the lying-in department of tins Society, regarding
whmh a deputation waited on you on tho 26th October, 1894, I have now the honor, in accordance with the wishes of the 
Board ol Management, to submit for your consideration certain important matters in connection with the institution. As 
yon are aw-we, steps have been taken by the Board and staff to make tho best provision possible for the inmates ; hut the 
medical staff have been assured that these arrangements were merely of a temporary character, the medical staff threatening 
otherwise to resign in view of the serious responsibilities which rest upon them in the discharge of their duties, as medical 

■ attendants, in an old and now dangerous building.
a T,h®.•15oar<i suggest that the Government resume the Benevolent Asylum site, in accordance with the terms

» TTlKm^II0118 °L?n<i.S fD1* Vtu-’0 PqiE?m" Act, and that the Government also resume simultaneously
r’i a”!'. ?et’ Uv-T?', Jihls latter ProP«ty is situated next to the Technological College, and comprises 

the same aica of land as that on which the last-named building is erected. It is believed that the cost of resuming tho 
land for the purposes of the Technological College was £25,000. Valuations had been made of tho Benevolent Asylum 
property, and the average of those valuations amounts to £73,333. J

The Board would therefore respectfully urge upon the Government the expediency of resuming the Benevolent 
whCwltw’ a“d 6™"^ ^ the Society. Prom this amount the Government could deduct a sufficient sum
wherewith to resume Dltimo House property, which could be made suitable for the general purposes of the Benevolent 

' L» ^ f tL 1'mCHfremaf,1IL“e tn th® cre,(1'fc,0/tlle institution, after the completion of the suggested resumptions, could 
be applied to the erection of the necessary buildings, and towards carrying on tho operations of the Society.

Ihe Board respectfully call your attention to the fact that various applications have been made to them by several 
* STi,'!, t oiie™S large amounts, for leasts of portions of the asylum grounds for building and other purposes, which

ould largely augment the Society s funds, rJ he Board, however, are not desirous of doing anything until they have an 
answer from you upon the subject generally. p *

■ ■ ARTHUR BERWICK,
President.

Submitted, 22/2/95 For the consideration of the Cabinet.-J.N.B., 22/2/05. To stand over until question of 
railway extension is deeided.-G.H.R., 23/11/96. Inform.-J.N.B., 23/11/96. The President informed, 23?11J96. .

Cmtisi Church Parsonage.
The allotment occupied by Christ Church Parsonage is the property of the Church, having passed from the Crown 
many years ago by deed of grant. The land has a frontage of 100 feet to Pitt-street, and adjoins the northern boundary of 
the Benevolent Asylum grounds ; the depth of the land varies from ISO feet to 278 feet, and the area is 2 roods 14 perches.

i na is a good site, having a gentle fall from the back line to the road. The position is suitable for some businesses.
ami is probably worth £70 i)er foot-£7,000. 1

The parsonage is a large two-storied house, built of brick on stone, plain in design, and is said to be about thirty 
years old, but is in very good repair. I was informed that a year ago about £300 was expended on it in general repairs
and painting. At the present time the house is worth, perhaps, £800 to £1,000.

Say £8,000 for the house and land. Police
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Police Barracks and Supepjntendest Brennan’s Resldrnce. . S. E.
Tins laud, total area about 6 acres 3 roods 11 perches, is bounded on the north by the Sydney Female Refuge and P^driau. 
Garden-road, east by the Devonshire-street Cemetery, south by the Benevolent Asylum and Christ Church Parsonage, and ""n
on the west by Pitt-street, the Sydney Female Refuge, the Convent of the Good Samaritan, .and the tram depdt. 16 Mur,, 1897.

Police Barracks.—This site comprises about 4 acres 8 perches of the above, with a frontage of about 345 feet to 
the south aide of Garden-road, The barracks (abont L40 feet long and 23 feet wide) are of stoue, two-storied, stables being 
on the ground floor and living rooms on top. The building is old but substantial and in good repair. The other buildings 
on tbe site are dormitories of weatherboard with iron roof (length about S3 feet x 22 feet), stone, one-storied building (about 
33 feet x 23 feet) used as an armoury, police stores of two-stories weatherboard and iron roof (about 40 feet x 20 feet), hay 
and com store, small brick dwelling, and various stables built of stone, brick, and weatherboard. On the Garden-road 
frontage there is a drill ground about 240 feet x 80 feet.

Superintendent Brennan’s residence occupies the remaining area of about 1 acre 3 roods 3 perches, in shape nearly a 
square, and having about 276 feet frontage to Pitt-street. The residence is a cottage of ten rooms and out-offices, about 
thirty years old. Present value about £600. ,

Sydney Female Eefhce.
The land—area, 2 roods 15 perches—occupied by this institution was formerly part of Carter’s Barracks, It is Crown 
land, and has been held by the institution since the year 1S4S, under what may be termed “ permissive occupancy.’’

This area is bounded ou the north by the Convent of the Good Samaritan, on the south by the grounds occupied by 
the Police Department in connection with the residence of Superintendent Brennan, and on the east by the Police 
Barracks grounds.
. In th® yoAf 1858 tho Government undertook to reimburse the society tho value of the improvements on tho land, 
if at any time tho same should lie resumed. When the society entered into possession there wore old buildings on the 
site, but these were demolished and the present buildings erected, it is said, between the years 1867 and 1875 : these 
arc of brick on stone, two-storied, and with slate roofs. The building occupies the whole of tho Pitt-street frontage of 
about 95 feet, and has two wings extending along the northern and southern boundaries for lengths of about 102 feet and 
120 feet respectively, All the buildings are about 25 feet wide.

The present value of tho buildings is about £ ,
The object of the Refuge is to reclaim unfortunate and abandoned females. It is supported by contributions from 

the public and by the proceeds from tho work of the inmates. The total receipts for tho year 1895 amounted to £696.

Convent of the Good Samaritan (formerly House of the Good Shepherd).
The tenure under which this 3 roods 1 porch (which also originally formed part of Carter’s Barracks) is held in connection 
with the abovementioned convent is one of “permissive occupancy" on terms precisely similar to those of the Svdnov 
Female Refuge. • j j

Tho land has a frontage to Pitt-street of about 120 feet, and a depth of about 275 feet.
, „ Pitt-street tram-cleaning and coke yard adjoins this land on tho north ; on the east it is bounded by tho grounds 

of tho Police Barracks : on the south by the Sydney Female Refuge.
The buildings hereon are very extensive, consisting of a convent of 32 rooms, two school halls, and a chapel for the 

nuns and others resident upon the promises. Tho main building is a handsome structure of red brick and stone, and was 
erected in 1869 ; tho chapel and school adjoining the convent on tho north were erected in I860, as were also two of tho 
large out-buildings; another large oat-building was erected in 1849. All the buildings are iu good repair.

Team Depot.
fl he Pitt-street tram-cleaning sheds and coke depot—area about 2 roods 31 perches—embrace the land lying between 
the Convent of the Good Samaritan and Garden-road, and is bounded on the west by Pitt-street, and on the east bv tho 
l oheo Barracks ground. J

I his site is Crown land, and also formerly formed part of Carter’s Barracks.
The Railway Commissioners arojnpossession, but have no title except “permissive occupancy.”

Devosshiee-steket Cemetery and South Sydney Moroue,
The total area of this cemetery is 11 acres 3 roods 11J perches, according to the original plan of subdivision showin" the 
areas as granted to the various denominations. D

The cemetery was closed about ten years ago, and now presents a deserted and neglected appearance. Upon the 
portions allotted to the Roman Catholics and the Congregatiunalists there are small sextons’residences, \alue respectively 
about ±66 ami £30 ; and on that of the Hebrews a small weatherboard shed or office, value about £10. Upon tho Quakers’ 
portion there is _a small brick meeting-house, erected in 1S6S, and a brick dwelling of two rooms, with an iron roof over 
shingles. Ibis is evidently much older than the meeting-house. The two together are probably not worth more than £250. 
Upon the Ghuroh of Rngland portion, and near Garden-road frontage, are erected the South Sydney Morgue and caretaker’s 
residence, liiese are about fourteen years oid, and, I was informed, cost about £1,800, the cottago costing £1,000 of that

Bi the event of this land being resumed and used for any other purpose it is not likely that any claim for compensa
tion could he sustained ; hut the duty would no doubt devolve upon the Government of carefully removing the mortal 
remains and of re-interring them satisfactorily elsewhere. °

1235. At whose cost was the morgue built ? It was built by tho Government.
1236. Mi". Wright .J Is not the road you speak of as Garden-road also known 
also known as Belmore-road and Carter-road.

as Belmore-road ? It is

1237. Mr. Humphery.'] IV hat buildings would be interfered with by the extension of the railway system 
to 1 ark-street ? Three or four out-buildings of the asylum, the barracks, tho dormitories, some of the 
stables, and the hay and corn shed.
1238. Approximately, what distance would tho nearest rail be from Pitt-street? Speakimr rou'dilv it
would be about 500 feet. D
1239. Mr. Hoskins7] You cannot speak with anypreeision of thebuildings which would be taken, because 

1° estend six or eight sets of rails ? lam guided by "tho plan ou the wall before you
1240 Hr. Humphery.] Any buildings within 400 feet of Pitt-street would not bo interfered with? It 
would not interfere with any important buildings except the barracks.
1241 ATr. IZhs/cixs.] IV ould not the parsonage be interfered with? No; the grounds of the parsonage
aio altogether clear. The Sydney Female Refuge, the Convent of tho Good Samaritan, and the super
intendent s residence are all clear. r
1242. That scheme would not take tho Benevolent Asylum building at all, but only some of the out- 
foio 7:rAcco7rdlilS to the Plan on tl10 wal1 llere three or four of the out-buildings''will be affected. 
1^43. Mr. Humphery.] Will you now proceed with the other statement you wish to make? Tho next is 
a statement ot the population within a radius of half a mile of two central points from the city. Taking 
the junction at .Elizabeth-street and St. James’ Road as the centre of the half-mile radius, the residential 
population is 15,000.

1241



516

£6 EOYAL COMMISSION ON CITY RAILWAY EXTENSION—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE.

S. E. 1244. Ton do not include any persons who come within that radius for business purposes ? _ No. 1 aslted 
Perdriau. statistician to supply me with a number of people who sleep on the premises within that radius. 

I6M^~]RQ7 Taking Carter’s Barracks as the centre of a half-mile radius, the population is 31,000. I thought that 
* ■ ’ that information was required to give an idea of tSie value of a piece of recreation land to the public near

■ those centres. _ .
1245. Will you now state the parks, together with their area, which are easily accessible to the people 
within those centres ? The parks within a short distance of the intersection of Elizabeth-street and St. 
James’ Road are—the Outer Domain, 90 acres; Garden Palace grounds and Botanic Gardens, 60 acres ; 
Cook and Phillip Parks, 8 acres ; Hyde Park, 40 acres,—making a total of 198 acres ; that is not including 
Government House grounds, which measure 40 acres. The parks within easy distance of Carter s 
Barracks arc—Belmorc Park, 10 acres, and Prince Alfred Park, 18 acres 3 roods, making a total of 28 acres
3 roods. , , , ,
1246. Will you now state the difference in level between the point opposite Sydney railway station and 
ChristChurch? Prom a point in the centre of Devonshire-street, immediately opposite the steps at 
Redfern station, to the tram signal-box in George-street, the fall is 5 ft. 9 in.; to a point opposite the old 
police station the fall is 11 ft. 4 in. j and to a point in Pitt-street, opposite Christ Church, the fall is
17 ft, 6 in. . . .
1247. Will you now give the Commission some information as to the value of the Benevolent Asylum 
ground ? I have made a very rough estimate of its value—I have not gone into the matter carefully. In 
my opinion £73,333 is a low estimate of the value of the land as it stands; hut the Benevolent Asylum 
is practically a Government institution.
1248. Afr. TTWy/irf.] How much is that an acre? About £20,000 an acre.
1249. What would be the street frontage of the block if it were cut up for sale ? I have not got the length.
1250. The value is very much governed by the fact whether the railway is taken further on or not ? _ Tes.
1251. President] You have made some valuations of different blocks in tho city according to the municipal 
assessments ^ es«
1252. Mr. Bioshins] Are yon taking present values or boom values ? I am taking the most repent 
assessment—for the year 1897-8. It was used for 1896-7,1 think, for the first time, so that it is quite a 
recent assessment.
1253. President] Will you read your estimate of the value of the different blocks ? My statement is as 
follows:—
Valuation {by adopting the municipal assessment!! jar lS97-8)for the Uoel: of the City of Sydney, bounded by Elizabeth, King,

• and Vastlereagh streets, and the High Sdwol—not owned by the Government. Area, 2r. Hp.
The total of the municipal assessments for the above-mentioned portion of the city for the municipal year 181)/-8 is

' Capitalism e £4,053 at twenty years’purchase..................................................... ’Se
lf twenty-nve years’ purchase be adopted, the amount would be...................... 101,32o

Note.—The above Is calculated adopting the recent municipal assessments, which are based upon rentals received 
during times of commercial depression. No allowance is made in the above valuation for disruption of business, nor for 
the 10 per cent, increase always allowed by Government for a forced sale.
Valuation- {by adopting the municipal assessments for 1897-8) of that Uoeh of the City of Sydney bounded by Castlereagh,

Market, Pitt, and Pari: streets. Area, Go. Ir. 13p.
The total of the municipal assessments for the above-mentioned portion of the city for the municipal year 1897-8 is 

£26,248.
Capitalising £26,248 at twenty years purchase ............ ........................................ *'0- nn
If twenty-five years' purchase be adopted, tho amount would be...................... 656,200

Note.—The above is calculated adopting the recent mnnicipal assessments, which are based upon rentals received 
during times of commercial depression. No allowance is made in the above valuation for disruption of business nor for the 
10 per cent, increase always allowed by G ovemment for a forced sale.
Valuation {by adopting the municipal assessments for 1897-8) of that pa'd of the City of Sydney bounded by Elizabeth, 1 ark, 

Pitt, and Liverpool streets. Area, 10a. 2r. 2p. Area, if the streets arc indvxled, 12a. 3r. 29iJ.
The total of the municipal assessments for the above-mentioned portion of the city for the municipal year 1897-8 is 

£34 832
1 Capitalising £34,832 at twenty years’ purchase........................................ . • £096,040

Add for St. Andrew's School-room, St. George’s Church, and the Pitt
. street Concreffiitional Church and School-room, not included in

. the above..........................   52,000

£748,640

If twenty-five years’ purchase be adopted, the figures would be ....... £870,800

' £922,800

jCoxe.—The above is calculated adopting the recent municipal assessments, which are based upon rentals received 
during times of commercial depression. No allowance is made in the above valuation for disruption of business nor for the 
10 per cent, increase always allowed by G overnment for a forced sale,

1254. Therefore, to resume an area contiguous to the Park large enough to meet what the Railway Com
missioners say aro their requirements-—namely 12 acres—would cost, approximately, £1,000,000 ? A 
great deal more than £1,000,000, I think, with the disruption of business and the 10 per cent, increase.
1255. Have you prepared a rough estimate of the value of the private wharfs from Dawes Point to the
head of Darling Harbour ? Yes. A rough estimate of the value of the private wharfs mi that line of 
frontage, extending from Dawes Point to the head of Darling Harbour, is £2,037,300. This estimate is 
for the wharfs and water-frontage properties alone, and does not include any sum which might be 
demanded by the Municipal Council or other property-owners for the closing of streets, nor does it include 
any sum for disruption of business, nor the 10 per cent, increase of value always given by Government 
in cases of resumption. .
1256. Previously, going about 400 feet back from the water, you gave us an estimate approaching
£3,000,000? Yes. ,
1257. What proportion of this estimate of £2,037,300 is included in the former estimate of £3,000,000 .
Eor that other estimate I took the municipal assessments, which do not include anything for land occu
pied below high-water mark, because that is beyond the city boundary, 1258.
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125S. Can you tell us wliat that amount is approximately? No. Tn the other case I included a number 
of small properties which have been excluded from this estimate.
1259. You cannot tell ns the bare value of the wharfs which were excluded from the previous estimate, 
not being included in the municipal valuations ? I have not separated them. The solid land—that is, 
lo'ia-uri 18 1.nc^u^e(^ ’n estimates, but the jetties are only included in this estimate.
1200. V\ hat portion of that second estimate represents the value below high-water mark, and therefore 
is not included in your previous estimate ? To give you that information 1 would have to estimate the 
value of all the different wharis and piers.
12G1. Does half of it represent the jetties and piers ? I do not think so. It will be very difficult indeed 
to separate the wharfs from the freehold.
offl ain i* 'S n°^ ^08S^e saY wliat the resumptions would be ? I would not like to give an opinion

■ -S. E. ’
. Perdriau.

16 Mar., 1897.

12G3. Beyond tho sum of £3,000.000 which you first mentioned, there is an unknown quantity in such 
interests as may exist below high-water mark ? Yes. I do not think that the whole of these frontages 
tooj ij res'inied under £5,000,000, paying for disruption of business and giving the 10 per cent, increase. 
izhi. Mr. Jlos/cins.^ And including the liberality of assessors against the Government? Yes. My 
experience is that it is possible to show figures to prove the value of a wharf to a particular individual so 
much more than people generally think it is worth. '

1 from Dawes Point to the head of Darling Harbour, and going, roughly speaking, 
about 400 feet back from the water ? Yes. i & b> b j j b,
1260. You desire the Commission to understand that that is an approximation of the value ? It is a very 
rough estimate. J
1267. mat rentals do the Government receive for special leases in that portion of Darling Harbour - 
extending from Dawes Point to the head of Darling Harbour? The total is £7,387 per anuum. The 
frontage trom Dawes Point to Potts' Point is Government property.
1268. Have you a statement of the passenger traflic by the ferry steamers from Circular Quay ’ The
passenger traffic by the ferry steamers from Circular Quay for the year 1896 was as follows '

By the North Shore, neutral Bay, and Mossman’s Bay ferries
Manly ferry ...............................................................
Watson’s Bay ferry ............... _ '* "
Bloating Jetty, at Phillip.street............... ’’j ’’
Prince s Stairs and the public jetty eastward thereof ... .,

5,000,000
900.000
115.000 
38,000

155.000

i . . _ -Lonu........................................................................................ 6,208,000
Tins is the number of individuals; the number of passages would be double, viz., 12,416,000. The 
number of passengers by the north shore ferry was supplied by Mr. Goddard (chairman of directors), 
and the number of passengers by the other ferries was supplied by the managers on the wharfs.

WEDNESDAY, 17 MARGE, 1897. 

flrcsrnt:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq, M.P, (President).

The Hon. Eiiedeetck Thomas Humdileey, M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Eoueets, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
Henri' Claeke, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfeed Lee, Esq., M.P. 
John Lionel Began, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Heney Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Geomge Black, Esq., M.P.

Eeank Eaenell, Esq., M.P.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Bail way Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,

further examined:—
-12.®' Prwident] You desire to give further information to the Commission on several points ? I was H. Deane, 
asked to say what the approximato cost of a bridge to North Shore would be. An estimate without 
details wiJf bo a very rough one, hut I should think that a bridge starting with approaches about Flagstaff 17 Mar.,1697 
i-lill rising over the harbour with a headway of 180 feet, and falling on the other side in the way I 
pointed out the other day would ho necessary, and with accommodation for rail and road traflic would 
cost about £765,000.
from WynyaTd°Square firadC 1)6—1 in ^ 1 fin<i tIiat a gracle of 1 iu 30 will be necessary to get up

will a grade of 1 in 40 take you? On to the surface of York-street.
m yrU- apPr<?ve of a 1 in 30 approach ? If the bridge had to be made I do not see how one

could get out of it; it is quite practicable.
1273. Mr. Eoskins.] Would it not be very awkward to erect a bridge with such a steep approach? You 
would want more motive power, r
lilt fr' WiUlnrhfC hrrade on the bridge also ? No : it would be practically level, 
t-t ii : bridge permit of vessels being towed underneath without having to

s nke their masts. Yes; all but very few. Only the topgallant masts would reach the bridge if they 
were not struck. Some few might, hut I think if a bridge had to be made, a height of 180 feet mmht be 
considered a considerable height. 3
1276. President] If it were thought wise or necessary to have a grade of 1 iu 40 the approach must 
come down to York-street ? Yes; but they would come on the level, and it would be a very diflicult 
thing to deal with the grades. When I said a grade of 1 in 40 the other day I was speaking only from 
™ti5t20,'iV( ana y upgrade of 1 in 40 gives a headway of only 150 feet.

°cs J°.ur est'mate include tho cost of land resumptions ? I do not know what that would be 1 
io-o i r i ]t be c™slderalj]e ? 1 expect it would. The buildings would not he of a valuable class,
o ooa P , jf 1,''m , your approaches he ? Taking the two sides the approaches are 4,000 feet; that is 
2,-00 feet on the Sydney side and about 1,800 foet on the other side 

196—E 1280.
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1280. That is above the surface P Tes. _
1281. It means the resumption of half a mile of land of the width necessary ? Tes.
1282. Of that cost you have no estimate ? No. _
1283. Mr. Lee.] Suppose that Hyde Fart is adopted as a central station for passenger traffic, and in-the 
future it is desired to have bridge or railway connection with North Shore, could the railway be extended 
from that central station ? No; not to go across there direct.
1284. Therefore, if Hyde Park is adopted at the present time as a central station, and railway commnnica- 
lion across the harbour is required in the future, it will have to be by means of a separate line ? Tes.
1285. Why is the underground traffic in London carried out with such small station accommodation as 
compared with the station accommodation which is proposed to be provided at Park-street according to 
the plan on tho wall ? On the underground line in London the trains run all the way round;. there is no 
terminal station at all. Only certain portions of tho traffic which come in from outside terminate at the 
same place—Margate-street. For instance, the Great Northern trains, the Midland trains, and the 
Great Western trains come into Margate-street, and the South-Western trains come into the district line 
at Gloucester-road, I think, so that very little of what might be called terminal accommodation is required. 
3286. It is rendered unnecessary iu consequence of its being a circular railway ? Tes.

■ 1287. And tho terminal stations are situated on the outskirts at convenient places? Tes.
1288. Taking into consideration the different circumstances existing in this country, where the State owns

and the different purposes for which the offices are necessary. Of course it is understood that the 
accommodation which is provided in this proposed station is for the future fls well as the present—at 
anv rate for a good many years to come. The accommodation provided is really more than ample for the 
immediate necessities, but when you are building it will he a very false policy not to provide a little for 
the future.
1289. In other words, you adopt it as a central station for all time ? I will not say for all time ; that 
just depends upon how Sydney increases. I think a report which was made by theltailway Commissioners 
to the previous Commission will show that.
1290. The main object being to get away from Kedfern and to get into tho city, I wish to know why a 
less important station would not be sufficient to meet the requirements ? As to tho ground plan, I reply 
that it will be undesirable to lesson the accommodation. It will not only be undesirable to lessen tho 
number of lines coming in and the area of the platforms, but it will also bo undesirable to lessen the 
space given for passenger accommodation in the big halls, the waiting-hall, and tho refreshment-rooms, 
and so on. As regards the storeys above of course it is a question of expediency. Those are not abso
lutely necessary for tbe station itself, seeing that tho railway offices are now' accommodated elsewhere,

■and can no doubt be accommodated in the future ; but it would be a very great convenience, and, T think, 
nllO‘mther desirable, that accommodation should be made for the Itailway Commissioners and their officers, ' 
and'that has been done. I know the Bailway Commissioners are of opinion that that should be done. 
In the building that is shown there on the easel there is a storey which is unnecessary, and which, in fact,
I have assumed to be cut out in this estimate of £200,000. That estimate includes the roof, which is to 
cost £67,000, and the building itself, which is to cost £133,000. The building would consist of ground- 
floor, two storeys, and the roof. _ _
1291. Ton are clearly of opinion that it is wise to make this ample provision ? Tes.
1292. Mr. Rumplery.] IVould the only difference in the cost be tbe saving of the two storeys provided
for the accommodation of the Eailway staff? No ; the ground-floor and the roof would remain the same, 
but------ .
1293. Therefore the only saving would be in the cost of the one storey? I think you could cut out half 
of tho £133,000.
1294. In what way could you cut out half tho £133,000 if you had to provide good foundations and a
roof-as shown ou the plan there ? By.cutting out the unimportant storeys; but, as 1 say, 1 think it would 
be a very undesirable thing to do. _
1295. IIow would you do it? Tou would have the foundation, the main floor, and the roof. Tbe ground
floor'will have to give tbe same accommodation, but the walls need not be as heavy, nor need the walls of 
the basement be as heavy. _
1296. TIow many storeys could you omit? -Ton could omit two.
.1297. Tou say the cost"of the two storeys would be equal to £G5;000 ? I should say, without going care
fully'into the matter, that the building might be cut down to about one-half. I should like to have an 

, opportunity to consider tho matter in detail before 1 expressed a definite opinion; but, speaking approxi
mately, !■ should think that about half could be cut out. _
1298. "Instead of saying one-half, will you be good enough to express the amount in figures? Jibout
£65,000. ‘ „ , , , . n J
1299. £65,000 might possibly be saved by a sacrifice of two storeys of the proposed design t On account 
of the thinning of the walls, the cutting out of tho storeys, and the cutting out of the tower, and the 
lessening of the roof; but it has to be borne in mind that it this bo done you could never put the other 
storeys on unless you provide tbe wall of the right dimensions, If, in the future, it were decided that 
more accommodation was wanted, extra storeys could not be put on safely.
1300. Therefore there would be no economy in effecting a saving now if it should be contemplated at any 
future time to raise tbe building ? No ; it would be actually a loss.
3301. Suppose the terminal station is placed at St. James’Bead, have you considered whether it is possible 
to avoid taking in a portion of the Eegistrar-General’s Office? I do not consider that it could be con
veniently done, livervthing is packed in as tightly as possible on that plan. There is tbe parcel’s office 
in tbe corner of Park and Elizabeth streets, which’ is a very necessary part of the station accommodation. 
And ou the other side there is a loading-bank for carriages and horses, which is also a very necessary part 
of the station accommodation. If the front of the station is moved back towards Park-street that accom
modation would have to be limited, because there would not he room for it.
3302, IVhat would bo the difference in cost if the terminal station were placed at St, James’ Boad instead 
pf at Park-street ? £50,000,

1303.
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street ^ ^ono ^10 ^gistraT-General’s OtBce, and tlie bridge over Parle- 1 Deane, •
the iniurv done tbJp* "‘f W°pk m e™,^ctlon with tbe terminal stations ? £50,000 would not cover 
SoS 7 h l cS1Btr‘'1'r'G e]lcrr,l s 0fficc- The injury done to that office would be probably about17
St^anms’ Road and a'tS <:Il1at1^,00?ToVld bo the diffeTence in cost between a terminal station at 
inar v , ,nd a terminal station1 at Park-street? Tes ,
buttte 0lcvelOUof a ^ ft* i;ark'-street ? . Tl16 TO(id^r will be replaced by a bridge,
additional cost is a corrcnf- poK + rCImiJ11 'US^ ^ :iC ,sam0 as it is. The £50,000 I mentioned as being 
will be some savings. * t,mate' Tho extra works will come to more than £50,000, but then there
detai]s<herm°U fUrnial1 ^ dekilS °£ that Blim °f £50-000 ? 1 raQ tbem °nt roughly, but I have not tbe

not be MMtlVthrsame^TW™0^!1!1 ^1° lin00 botwcen Park-street and Liverpool-street ? It would 
lines between Livemool'.sWf Tp COst °.f tlbe Park-street bridge, and the length of tho
that cost Park-street will hP 1 ^ ^‘^k'street, for these six lines will be carried on further; but against 
as propped othl S? lTlent “stead of being out down and made k wide street, 
tlie railway on to St tbere be a Eayiri!? 111 excavation and foundations bv taking

ISOS Pina ths j * iT1 result is, that tbe net extra cost is £50,000. ■1 Wl A ri n]uri do"° v ^ ^gietrar-Gcnoral’s Office ? Tes.

p It will bring thr taffic pr^rally m b, '
;i« «tb»rei1w;ra?rj™:5 iferv' tl“, ^ao j™ »B«rf «*»»««• ^ n,„
further into the city/mid iH^wo th Sl^ ^ the traffic better; it will bring the passengers
1312. The cost of a tcrminnl 0Wp ’la,0 t° ljru]gthem from Park-street to'St. James’ Road. . . '
station at Park-street? It Ivill bekss JameS B°ad WiU be le8S’if a“ftllinS>than t]'0 cost of a similar
Thit'is^otSdeffi ^ThLcSTOs/of theVlttffiPM ^tT rcbuild th{® ®egistrar-General’s Office? 
total cost of the line will be more * * ^ ^ Mr‘ HumPlierJ waH referring to will bo less, but tho

would b^afthTsuiael.0111 d aU ^1)latforma be 011 the eUTfa20 at St. James* Road'site P The platforms

have toget und^Paik^w^0’t0 v31 St 'T ameS’ -Road befbre Jou went into a tunnel ? Ton
gg- you croas* '

■ Ivot necessarily a tunnel ? Most of it open. S ■
between KverpZhr^Lranf jL° 7°n g° overbead tben? Tou emerge about half way

by *bria8e * “d frJ

terminal atation al UrfllSt ""' d" Mt’w'"1 i‘ Ule,ground.? If you hare a
“ “• B»«™“ AVl»» ground.. I

i™: S.srAb:s„“S3 ™?r'i Me“ ?d ^ ■r™’ ^? 1 ^ ■»» «>“».
1322. Ur. Iltitnnherv 1 Would h- 7 ]j0 ^“ged at Liverpool-street ? Tes. ■
extent which you mention is necessary if tbe CUt^g d°wn °f I)evonsllire-street to the
present position. necessary? Act if the lme is earned over and the street retained in its
1323, It would not be loss than 9 nr in fla«f p tct. t.c -n , ■might be made from about where the Pemale Rrtfurvo"- Pevonshire-street could be abolished a road 
shown in this plan of the Benevolent Asylum site. S ^ aild 7°U C°U d deviate l1: to the east °f tlie Pne as
1325! wf Witold yefitordo vAhat'therr”^ road fro“ a?°in1t opposite the old police station ? No. 
opposite Christ Church ? So there is. % ^ coneiderable fal1 between Devonshire-street and Pitt-street,
station1? t^_ea8e Would lfc not be possible to bring the new road from a point opposite the old police

1327 pjfn wlT BCnBOn’ ManaSel' °f tbe marf Action, sworn, and examined'

«you be geed “
iS?” HoJr”’1 ,ae A1161**. Smith'., anrDalg^SmSfRbC1 the V""-.18®.
IsSa S,Xy kSy 515’? ^b<,r‘l«» ^ ? T^S.1

SrKp”*0” " mo4-“ ^ ^ «“ ^ tw» ™ to* yd»» these „b.rf. hare uot all been

s.™hh,d°,o sr^«2^?iS*x?5aj^: * -th6 ***> **• sH“ i-
ouUaK;S5beT2i',’^r°„ ‘“lf btrtls *» «*f' «a-j-. ^ 1

1TTnd 3in ^™\"***] They are fairly well filled. '
133fi ST,.-!! 6 W0°,1 6eas°n hst ? AW fow months.
months you use pretty well ah o/h1?' YeS one'half of J0111 accommodation, and for the other four 1

wharfs
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W. B.Benson. w]larfs :is a whole. You would have to take each wharf individually; because if one particular wharf bad 
/ a particular business connected with it, it would be of more value than another wharf which was used tor

ordinary business. n 1 -l k
1338. Mr. Humphery.] How many berths in connection with the wharfs controlled by this Association 
would be available for ships of large tonnage ? About one-half; that number would berth ships ot 3,000
or 5,000 tons carrying capacity. ,
1339. Mr. Ace.] How docs your Association view ice proposal of the Government to_ resume ail those 
wharfs? The Association as a body has not given the matter any serious consideration; in fact, as a
matter of discussion, it has never been brought before the Soard officially.
1340. Would a line of railway, running round the wharfs, facilitate the shipment and discharge ot goods.
I cannot see how it would facilitate either one or the other. When we take into consideration, nrst, the 
fact that not 10 per cent, of the imports go to the country, and secondly, that nearly the whole ot the wool 
which comes by rail is sent to the ivarehouses for sale, and that afterwards it has to he dumped for ship
ment. 'From the 1st July, 1896, to the 3rd March, 1897, the arrivals by rail were 470,328 bales, and by 
sea, 124,648 hales, and out of that number, 424,000 hales went into the warehouses and were offered tor 
sale by auction. Nearly the whole of the wool which comes by rail is first sent to the auction-room and
submitted for sale. ., , ,,
1341. Therefore, wherever you had your railway', as far as the wool was concerned, there would be tlie 
same cost in cartage? The wool would have to bo carted to the warehouses and the auction-room.
1342. President.] Does the same remark apply to hides and tallows ? Yes, .
1343. To frozen meat ? No ; it is shipped direct, hut then it is pretty well dealt with in warehouses
specially prepared for its reception, and tben it is taken straight from the freezing chamber into tbe 
freezing chamber of tbe ship. , .
1344. Mr. Lee.] Tben you hold that there is no present necessity for the construction of a goods Jme of 
railway round the wharfs ? I cannot possibly see where the benefit would come in at all. I think that 
figures could easily be procured to support this statement. Most of tbe goods which aro imported for the 
country are small lines which are taken into the warehouse here and repacked. Only a proportion ot the 
original contents of a case are forwarded to the country, and the remaining portion of the case is filled
with other goods. . j it, l J1
1345. In consequence of expensive land resumptions, the construction of a railway line round the wharis
would be a very costly matter ? Very costly indeed. . .
1346. Consequently, you do not see where the revenue is to come from to pay the interest on the cost ot
construction ? Speaking from my present knowledge, I cannot see bow it could return a fair interest on 
the money expended. _ .
1347. The imports are not carried direct by rail from the ship, and the exports are not carried direct trom 
the railway to the ship, and therefore you do not see how the revenue is to be got? Precisely.
1348. Mr. Hoskins.] 1 suppose tbe wharf-owners place different values on different wharfs ? Decidedly;
there would be great difference of opinion as to tbe value of a wharf. . __ 1
1349. That difference of opinion is based frequently on the superior facilities afforded by one wharf over
the other for discharging and loading ships, and also on the fact that one wharf is used more than another , 
Exactly. _ _ , . .
1350. Presi-dent.] Is the state of things you hare mentioned in regard to your wharfs, there being tor 
two-thirds of the year twice as much wharfage as you require, significant of all the wharfs in Sydney 1 
Of the private wharfs especially.
1351. You have no doubt of that ? No. , . ,
1352. Mr. Lee.] When articles such as minerals, coal, shale, and frozen butter, and possibly gram, require
to be exported, are they not sent direct from Darling Harbour ? Yes; coal especially, and grain probahly. 
Of course there are the Government wharfs there specially equipped for shipment of coal. There arc 
also other wharfs in Darling Harbour belonging to the Government where the ships can go alongside and 
take the grain out of the trucks, ■ _ o a
1353. Under these circumstances your wharfs cannot compete with the Government wharfs? At our
wharfs we do not compete with the Government so far. _ _
1354. Eor the export of such articles as I mentioned, the requisite facilities already exist, and are bemg
increased at Darling Harbour and Darling Island? Yes; 1 presume they would be quite ample. _ I do 
not know exactly what quantity of grain is exported just now. The quantity of shale, I think, is not 
great. Coal is another matter, 'Whether these quantities are going to increase is another question. 
■Whether the increase of wharfage accommodation in that particular direction is equal to the increased 
requirements I am not prepared to say. I presume it would he, from my personal observation in that 
direction. _ _ ,
1355. Do you know whether any of tbe produce of the country, or the shipping coming to tho ports, has 
suffered iu any way from the want of railway communication to tho wharfs ? No; I am not aware ot that.

• 1356. Is it handicapped in any way by the dray carriage ? No; that is a matter I have not given con
sideration to. 4 , , ,

‘ 1357. It is not handicapped, to your knowledge ? I do not know a ship which has been refused a berth
from want of accommodation. _ ,
1358. Mr. Hoskins.] You have not heard in recent years, I suppose, of vessels having had to wait some 
time to be able to get a berth for discharging cargo ? No. There have been occasions, probably, when 
ships have been booked for a particular berth; but at the same time I have bad perhaps twelve or thirteen 
berths vacant. A ship which has been booked for a particular wharf has had to wait to get a berth
there. ... i ■ u
1359. Mr. Humphery!] In speaking of the export of grain, did yon wish to convey that the grain would, 
be sent direct from the country to the ship, or to a depot, to he collected there and then shipped ? It 
is very possible, if improvements are made at Darling Harbour, that provision will be made there for 
granaries contiguous to tbe wharfs. As far as my knowledge enables me to say, there is ample accommo
dation just now for ships to go alongside and take all the grain that is likely to be exported.
1360. Mr. Hoskins.] Have you ever heard of the export and import business of the port being retarded 
in consequence of the absence of railway communication to the wharfs ? As a matter of conversation, 
probably; but, from a business point of view, 1 do not know that I have heard a remark made about^it.
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1361. Prmden#.] Do you think that your views in regard to this matter have fairly well been brought W.R, Benson,' 
out? I think so. We have twenty-nine berths, and if we reserve seven berths for loading purposes,
that leaves us twenty-two berths for working purposes. The average rate of discharge at a berth jg 1" Mar., 1897.
400 tons per day, and taking 300 working days for the year—which is a liberal allowance—that means
the discharge of 8,800 tons per day, which is equal to the discharge of 2,640,000 tons per year. Allowing
each ship a, capacity of 3,000 tons cargo, the associated wharfs could berth 880 ships a year ; but whore
you aro going to obtain those ships outside the P. and 0. Co., the Orient Co., the Worth German Lloyds,
the Messageries, and other companies, I do not know.
1362. How many vessels do you obtain ? I cannot givo you the figures just now. ■
1363. Under 300? Outside the intercolonial ships and the big steamers, I do not believe that 300 over
sea ships arrive in this port in a year.

THURSDAY, IS MARCH, 1897,
■ -jprrsritt;-

! THOMAS THOMSON" EWING,
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The Hon. .Tames Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Cbahles James Hojserts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Esq., M.P. (President).
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P. 
John Lionel Pecan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.

Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.
Cecil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, sworn,

and examined:—
1364. President^] You are the Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works? Yes. C. W. Parley.
1365. You have prepared a statement showing the shipping and wharfage accommodation in Sydney in .
comparison with tho shipping and wharfage accommodation in other ports where a large trade is done ? 18 Mar., 1897. 
Yes; I have prepared a return in respect of fifteen leading ports. You cannot get information about all
the ports. All of which I could get the length of wharfage I have completed to date, I am only able 
to make up the returns to the year 1838. I could get later information about some of the ports, but I 
thought it well to put all of them on tho same footing. I could only get the tonnage of shipping up to 
the year 1888 in the edition of Mulhall in the possession of the Department.
1366. Will you read your statement ? It is as follows :—
Statlmknt showing tlie total wharf frontage, and the business done in connection therewith, in some of the principal ports 

' of the world.

Port,
Wharfage. Tonnage.

Tonnage per foot 
of wharf.

Year. Lineal fuct. Year. Tons,

London ............. ............. , 1888 133,191 1888 12,940,000 97‘20 tons
Liverpool........................... ......... 1388 182,631 1888 10,310,000 56'46 „
Newcastle-on-Tyne .............................. . 1888 18,090 1SSS 5,220,000 238-55 „
Cardiff............................. . 1888 26,780 1888 8,080,000 301-71 „
Shields............................................ 1888 1,814 1888 1,990,000 1,097-02 „
Hull........................ 1888 38,616 1888 3,400,000 SS-04 „
Glasgow .......................................... 18SS 34,267 1888 2,540,000 74-12 „
Bremen ................................ 1888 14,824 1888 2,370,000 159-87 ,,
Bordeaux.................................... 1888 23,800 1888 2,930,000 10170 „
Hitvre ............. .. , , ,f 1388 46,084 1886 4,030,000 87 "44 ,,
Antwerf).................. .. 18SS 40,967 1887 3,665,000 89-46 „
Svdnov............................... •......................... 1893 36.960 1893 3,490,785 94-44 „
Newcastle, N.S.W..................................... 1893 11,580 1893 1,753,485 151-42 ,,
Melbourne ................................... 1893 23,888 1893 4,158,773 174-09 „
Port Adelaide................................ 1893 24,961 1893 1,923,911 77-07 „

In making a comparison with Sydney, such ports as Cardiff and Newcastle-on-Tyne must be omitted, 
because they are coal-shipping ports, which are used night and day. In both Newcastle and Cardiff some 
of the wharfs are double-decked. Shields shows an immense tonnage, bnt that is a fishing trade. The 
ships lie possibly 50 feet deep at the wharf, and to get on one ship you have to cross a number of others. 
Although there are only 1,800 feet of wharfage at Shields, it is said to be all given up to fishing boats. 
Melbourne and Adelaide must also be struck off the list for the purpose of comparison, because every 
I*, and 0. boat which comes to Sydney is entered twice in those ports. We know there is not the amount 
of shipping at Melbourne as there is at Sydney.
1367. Mr. Hoskins.'] Have you the figures for the port of Hamburgh? I could not get the tonnage of 
the shipping at Hamburgh.
1368. PresidentSuch ports as London, Hull, Glasgow, Bremen, Bordeaux, and Antwerp are a fair 
example of the trade which is done in Port Jackson ? I think so.
1369. In estimating your 94 tons to the foot available, what amount of foreshore in Sydney did you take 
as a basis ? I did not take the foreshore in Sydney. I took the frontage of the wharfs actually available 
for ships to lie at.
1370. Will you state the length of the wharfs you took in Sydney ? 36,960 feet. •
1371. Is that all foreshore, or did you take tho jetties into consideration ? All the jetties were taken 
into consideration. In the case of a double jetty I took both sides.
1372. If a jetty was 40 feet or 100 feet long you counted both sides? Yes; if both sides were available 
for ships to lie at.
1373. Not the length of the foreshore? No.
1374. If you have the foreshore at (say) Antwerp or Hull, and the foreshore at Woolloomooloo Bay, an 
estimate becomes possible, for the same amount of foreshore available at either place will enable the same

, amount
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C. W. Darley. amount of wharfage to he constructed ; hut if you take the number of wharfs where ships lie on both 
sides, and the wharfs in Circular Quay where ships lie abreast ou, aijd in other places the wharfs are run 

18 ilar., 1897, 0ut a considerable number of feet into the water, you have a false comparison? It seems to me you 
must take what is known in England as “ quayage.” I do not see what good the length of foreshore 
would be to you all. If you go into Liverpool you will find the docks are one inside the other. 
The actual'room for ships to lie at is tho only basis on which you can go to^make a comparison.
1375. If yon take a comparison of Woolloomooloo Bay properly equipped, with all tho water frontage 
utilised, the eastern side of the bay might show, not 1,350 feet of direct foreshore, hut 3,000 or 4,000 fpet 
if the wharfs are run out into the bay ? It is not possible to make a comparison with other ports if you 
take any fanciful thing for Sydney, and it is not in our power to take the same for other ports; you must 
take the actual quayage. To make a comparison, we can hut get the quayage in other ports. If you ask 
me the possibilities of Sydney I will answer you. I am dealing witli the wharfage at Sydney as it is. At 
Bremen and Liverpool they arc increasing their wharfage every year, as we arc doing. .
1376. With regard to the present, the amount of trade at Sydney is 94i tons to the foot of wharfage

■ available, and it stands about midway among the ports of the world ? Tes. _
1377. That is a very fair comparative position ? A very fair position.
1378. Therefore, the present wharfage of Sydney, compared with that of other ports of the world, appears 
to be not more than is usually necessary to do such a trade ? Yes; it is working fully up to its capacity, 
as compared with most other ports. The wharfage is worked better here than at Liverpool, Hull, Glasgow, 
Havre, or Antwerp. It shows better results than do all those ports, getting more actual tonnage per foot 
of the wharfage.
1379. Mr. Hoskins.] At Liverpool they have docks inside the docks ? Yes; but we allow for the quayage
of the docks. ■
1380. President.'] In Woolloomooloo Bay how much foreshore is occupied by the wharfs you have 
included in your return ? All the wharfs constructed from the west side round to the south-east

. '-corner, and the first -wharf on the eastern side.
• 1381. Does it include the Admiralty Wharf, Cowper Wharf, and the ■first wharf round towards
• ■ : Challis-street ? Yes. .

1382. In the return you have embraced about 1,400 feet lying between Challis-street and the northern^ 
end of Admiralty Wharf in Woolloomooloo Bay ? Yes, together with the two sides of the pier there.
1383. It includes all the wharfage lying within that area? Yes.
1384. There is nothing else in Woolloomooloo Bay ? Ho.
1385. There is nothing else till we come to Port Macquarie ? Not till we come to the P. and 0. Co.’s 
wharf.
1386. I’rotn there it embraces the whole of the foreshore, going round the associated wharfs down the 
eastern side of Darling Harbour to tho point of the harbour, and then up along the western side of the 
harbour to Pyrmont Bay, at the western side of the two “T” wharfs'? It excludes Dawes Point, where 
there is no wharfage.
1387. You have excluded those portions of Woolloomooloo Bay which eventually may bo used for 
shipping; all that-area fronting the recreation ground and Botanical Gardens to the Governor’s Steps ; 
that area between the Governor’s Steps and the end of Fort Macquarie; and that area lying west from 
tho jetties in Pyrmont Bay and'embracing Darling Island ? Yes.
1388. You have excluded all those places ? All I took was tho actual fipished wharfage available for 
shipping to lie at.
1389. With regard to wharf extension on the eastern side of Woolloomooloo Bay,—what wharfage hare
the Government at present unutilised; a length of 1,360 feet is shown here as suitable for wharf 
extension ? Yes, ’
1390. Beyond the Admiralty Wharf, going north, we have a distance shown of about 2,000 feet to the 

■ pumping-station, which eventually may he used for wharfage, if it becomes necessary-1—that is where
the baths stand ? Yes; it has not, so far,'been contemplated to put wharfs there. It is under the public 
park, and it was thought undesirable to encroach any further on that side of tlie hay.
1391. In Woolloomooloo Bay, from the pumping-station to Potts’ Point, we have unutilised, at present, 
a distance of about 3,000 feet ? Yes.
1392. From the end of the Gardens, near the Tarpeian Way, to the western end of the point of Fort 
Macquarie, there is a distance of about 1,680 feet, a portion of -which might he used where the Man-o’-war 
Steps are located ? I do not think there is any site available there. I think that is required for 
Man-o’-war Steps and for the North Shoro Ferry. A wharf could he made there, hut it is wanted for an

- approach to the Man-o’-war Steps, and we are going to construct a new ferry dock on that side for the
North Shore Ferry Company. '
1393. That is there, available for State purposes, if required ? It is State frontage.

. 1394. At Dawes Point there i? a distance of about 1,980 feet which is not very well situated, hut which
■ will be available for State purposes when the arrangements between the Imperial Government and this 

Colony are completed ? Yes.
1395. From the western end of the jetties in Pyrmont Bay, round to the termination of the Government 
property in Darling Island, there appears to he a length of about 2,000 feet approximately ? I have 
nothing before me, but no doubt that is correct.
1396. It appears there is a length of nearly 9,000 feet at present unused for wharfage purposes ? Only 
partly available and of doubtful utility. That sharp curve of Dawes Point is not, I think, a suitable 
place to put ships or wharfs. Ships would project out into the navigation too much. I do not think 
Dawes Point is of much use for shipping,
1397. Mr. Hassall.] It would be right in the fairway ? It is very close.
1398. President.] Talcing, for instance, 5,000 feet in Sydney Cove, 1,400 feet in Woolloomooloo Bay, and

■ 11,000 feet to the end of Darling Harbour, tho foreshores abutting on to the wharfs which you have
chosen for your present statement with regard to Sydney Harbour cover approximately 20,000 feet of 
foreshore ? I will sec if the figures are correct. .
1399. It appears that the available State-owned property, not including the Gardens or recreation-ground, 
is about 9,000 feet ? I will verify the figures.
1400. That means that tho State has in its possession, without going beyond Jones’ Bay or Potts’ Point,
contiguous to the city of Sydney, an area pretty well equal to half the foreshore that is at present 
utilised? Yes. . 1401,
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1401. Thai being so, the present foreshores under the same system of utilisation would enable half as 0. W. Darlcji 
much more trade to be done from Sydney as is at present carried out ? No ; you cannot draw that 
conclusion from it, because the wharfs in Darling Harbour arc very largely used for the coastal trade; 
they are in constant use and they are crowded very thickly together. If the Government makes use of 
every wharf we could not construct a series of jetties such as exist in Darling Harbour.
1402. You utilise 20,000 feet of foreshore, and there are pretty well 10,000 feet yet to'be utilised? I 
will look into the figures. I do not think wc wall get a very great length of practicable wbarfago 
frontage available after tbe wharfs in course of construction are filled up. There is the whole of Darling 
Island to bo added on, for it is all available. I think the whole of Dawes Point and the western side of 
Port Macquarie must be excluded.
1403. Do you feel inclined to express an opinion with regard to tlie amount of work done off the Sydney 
wharfs ? This return shows that the wharfs are fairly well worked up to their capacity.
1404. We are informed on all sides that they aro not? It depends on circumstances altogether. Some 
sort of loading, such as wool, is slow to take in. It could be worked off more rapidly.
1405. Mr. Lee^l Is it not correct to say that some of the wharfs are not worked to their full capacity— 
that they are vacant during some months of the year ? No doubt; they are built for a certain trade.
1406. You are charged with the construction of wharfs in Port Jackson? Yes.
1407. You are now constructing one wharf or more at Woolloomooloo Bay? Two berths are in course 
of construction,

.1408. Are they being erected iu consequence of some special demands for berthing there ? Yes.
1409. Special demands from new lines of steamers ? Special demands from the Treasury. Captain 
Jackson brings pressure to bear on tbe Treasury. He reports that he has not berths enough to meet the 
demands, and the Treasurer then asks the Minister for Works to construct more berths.
1410. But it does not follow that it means the making of preparations for some new line of steamers 
coming here ? There are certain companies coming here and asking for big berths.
1411. There is a difference between a large ocean-line of steamers and casual sailers; for instance, a 
regular line of steamers requires a permanent wharf? That tolls against them to some extent, because 
companies] like the P. and O., tbe Orient, Nortli-German Lloyds, the Messageries Maritime, and the 
Eastern Australia—the Japanese Company are asking for a wharf now—permanently occupy a large 
length of wharf, and pay a rent which represents a very large interest, I believe, on the cost of the 
work.
1412. The wharfs at Woolloomooloo Bay will be used more for the general trade of the port? Yes.
Some of them may be leased to some of tire companies which aro coming here. Ono of the two American 
lines used to be berthed in Woolloomooloo Bay, but J expect that ic will have to come back there.
3413. Is there any special reason for the shipping requiring to go to Woolloomooloo Bay ;—does it offer 
any advantages over the wharfs on the western side of the city? "Woolloomooloo Bay is better than what 
are known as the private or “hack ” wharfs, because it has a good approach.
1414. How do you account for the shipping desiring to get to Woolloomooloo Bay, and thus necessitating 
the erection of new wharfs, when the associated wharfs on the western side of tlie city are not fully occupied ?
Because there is an extra charge of 6d., I think, for every ton taken away from tho “ back ” wharfs.
Goods taken away from the Government wharf at Circular Quay or Woolloomooloo Bay aro taken 
Gd. a ton cheaper than aro goods from the “ back ” wharfs on account of the very bad approach and 
the steep hills.
1415. It offers an advantage to ships? Yes, -
1416. That is one reason why the demand is for Government wharfs ? When we have to import a large 
quantity of pipes we always stipulate that the pipes must be landed at a Government uharf. In ono or 
two cases a large quantity of our pipes was landed to suit the ship and the shipowners at a “ back” wharf, 
and the carriers charged us 6d. per ton extra for the carting. This charge the owners had to pay.
1417. It is done so much cheaper than it can ho done by tho,Wharf Association? That is one reason.
1418. That is one reason why these ships want to go to the Government wharfs? Woolloomooloo Bay 
has a bettor approach ; tho grades are good.
1419. Mr, JZbs/cins.] There is more water there than there is in Darling Harbour ? There is plenty of 
water there ; it is a mere matter of dredging if any place shoals up.
1420. Mr. When your frontage at Woolloomooloo Bay is filled up with jetties, and you have made 
provision at Darling Island, do you think there will be sufficient wharfage in this port for tbe next 
twenty-five years to come ? It is hard to say what will happen in twenty-five years, but I fancy it will bo 
sufficient for some time.
1421. It will be more than sufficient for present requirements ? Yes. ■
1422. Apparently it will offer accommodation for the next twenty years ? There is no doubt that it will 
answer for some time.
1423. If all these sites are filled up. and all the berths are occupied, how can we extend the wharfage so as 
to accommodate extra ships ? In different ways. The wharfage could be distributed and spread by going 
further to the west, making more use of Blaekwattle Bay and utilising Ilosclie Bay.
1424. Do you think there is any probability of tho foreshore of North Sydney being used ? I doubt where 
you could utilise it to any extent. Lavender Bay might be used in connection wilh the railway ; but tho 
approaches to North Shore are not good. A good deal of railway traffic might be done at wharfs in 
Lavender Bay.
1425. One drawback would be that it would he separated from the city, where all the depots and dis
tributing houses are? Yes.
1420. As far as the produce of tbe country is concerned at the present time, and making an ample 
estimate for its increase in twenty-five years, you think, when all the Government sites are filled up, there 
will be ample accommodation? When tbe wiiarfs at Darling Island and Woolloomooloo Bay are com
pleted, there will be ample accommodation for tlie next ten or fifteen years.
1427; Have you given any aticnlionto the question of the desirability or otherwise of the Government 
acquiring all the wharfs on the foreshores of .Fort Jackson ? I have often expressed the opinion that tho 
private wharfs on the east side of Darling Harbour should not be interfered with—that they are better in 
private hands, I do not think the Government could utilise them to the same extent as they are utilised 
now.

1428.
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C. W. Darley. 1428. You think that they should remain in private hands ? That has always been my opinion. If they 
,/—n were taken over by the Government, pressure would be brought to bear at once to commence recon- 
JSMar.,1897. gtructing them, and I am satisfied that no engineer could design a set of wharfs right off on a sheet of 

paper which would answer or suit conveniently all tho various trades that aro now carried on there. 
The different companies have designed their wharfs, and have carried them out exactly to suit their 
particular trade and their steamers, and no one system of wharfage which could be constructed would 
answer that purpose. Ono company, for instance, has its jetties a certain distance apart, which exactly 
suits its steamers, aud the steamers again suit its trade. Then the wharfs are arranged as regards both 
length and position, and fitted with appliances and connected with warehouses exactljr to suit the trade. 
You will find the Hunter "Kivor wharfs fitted up in a certain way to deal with hay. The Clarence Bivcr 
wharf deals with another class of trade and another class of boats, and the wharf was built for that trade. 
To attempt to do what Sir John Coode was asked to do some years ago—to design a whole series of 
wharfs in Darling Harbour—would upset tbe trade and yet not give the necessary accommodation. He 
prepared a scheme to cost a very large sum which 1 do not think after all gave anything like the accom
modation which at present exists. .
1429. As a matter of fact the accommodation there has originated and has grown according to the require- 

1 ments of the trade in the port ? According to the requirements of the trade and the various requirements
of the individual companies. .
1430. And if the Government were to devise a set system of wharfs there, it might so happen that it would
not suit a portion of the trade ? There is no doubt that a large amount of space would be wasted; you 
could not get tbe same amount of trade into one set design. ^ .
1431. President.'] Can you furnish the Commission with Sir John Goode’s report r Yes; it was never
printed. , T
1432i Mr. Leei] Have you ever made an estimate of what it would cost to resume these wharfs . JNo.
1433. You have never had occasion to do that? Ho. .
1434. Therefore, you would not like to express an opinion as to whether a revenue might he derived 

, sufficient to pay the interest on the cost of construction, and the working expenses of the wharfs ? Ho.
I was in England when Sir John Coode was preparing his scheme. I went into his charting office and 
he showed me the first scheme he had prepared. I pointed out some weak points, and he so agreed with 
me after I had explained tho matter to him—he was not here long enough himself to study the trade or 
the port—that he laid aside his first scheme and prepared another. I explained to him that no doubt it 
made a very nice-looking design, but it would never answer the trade of Sydney; and that no one con
nected with the Government could think of recommending the scheme he submitted. _
1435. If it were thought necessary for the State to resume these wharfs for the purpose of constructing 
a railway along that foreshore, it would involve the resumption of considerably more land'than the wharfs 
stand upon ? It would require the land necessary for the railway too. _
1436. At the present time it would be most difficult to form a correct estimate of what tbe cost of such a 
railway would be ? I have not gone into that at all.
1437. Has it ever come under your knowledge that there has been a demand on the part of the wharf- 
owners at Darling Harbour to have railway connection with the wharfs for the purpose of facilitating the 
business of the port ? I know there has been a demand from some, but on the ether hand there are 
some wharf-owners there who, I suppose, rarely send any of their goods to the railway.
1438. Have you studied the question of tlie receipt and distribution of goods ? Hot to any great extent.
1439. Are you prepared to express an opinion as to the desirability of taking a railway there? I would
leave that to experts who have gone into the matter. I have my own opinions, but I have not gone into 
the matter. _ _ t
1440. It has never come under your knowledge officially to deal with? Ho. _
1441. Mr. Clarke.] Are you aware that a great many of the private wharfs, particularly the wharfs
under the control of the Wharf Association, are not fully occupied for nearly two-thirds of the year? I 
can quite understand that a portion are not occupied out of the wool season; but at a certain period of 
the year, when there is a rush, we have hardly wharfs enough to berth the ships. _
1442. We have had evidence that a great many-of the private wharfs are not fully occupied for about
two-thirds of the year? I would not have thought that it was so much as that. _
1443. In the event of the Government resuming the private wharfs in Darling Harbour, would it not be 
very inconvenient—in fact almost impossible—for tbe trade to be carried on in that particular place while 
they are being reconstructed ? It would interfere with the coastal trade very largely no doubt. ^
1444. Would it be possible to carry on that particular trade during tlie course of their reconstruction ?
A certain portion of the trade must be interrupted and interfered with and temporary provision made for 
the time. _ # . .
1445. What wharfs could you take them to where they could carry on their business without suffering
considerable inconvenience ? You stated just now that a number of wharfs are vacant for eight months 
in the year; those wharfs might be mado use of. _ _ _
1446. Would those wharfs be suitable for the trade which is carried on in Darling Harbour and which 
chiefly comes by steamer from various ports on the coast north and south ? They could be made use of, 
but they would not be so suitable as the present wharfs, because they would not have special stores to 
deal with the trade. There is no doubt that in reconstructing the wharfs for private services inconvenience

' must he caused during the process of reconstruction. _ _
1447. It would be almost impossible to carry on the present trade in Darling Harbour without causing
great inconvenience to the general public ? Yes; as you came along to reconstruct each wharf in its 
turn, each company must he interfered with and put to inconvenience. _
1448. If these wharfs to which you allude are occupied for four months in the year for their own purposes,
there will be no room at those wharfs during that period for the present trade in Darling Harbour—will 
they not he shut out from those wharfs for four or five months in the year? I dare say, if it were 
absolutely necessary, some place could be found. For instance, if tbe wharfs of the Clarence lliver 
Company came to he reconstructed, there is no doubt that some place could be found to carry on their trade 
temporarily while their wharfs were being reconstructed. What I hold is, unless they were reconstructed 
on the same lines as they are on now, a large number of companies would have to bo squeezed out. I 
think that quite a third of the companies would be squeezed out of the frontage unless the wharfs were 
reconstructed exactly on the same lines as they are on now. 11449.
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1449. Do you not thiuk that tho wharfs in Darling Harbour suit the public quite as well as they would if C. W. Darley. 
they were resumed by tho Grovernment ? That is and always has been my opinion.
1450. President.'] Have you taken into consideration the future trade of Tort Jackson? Yes. I say the 18Mar.,1897. 
future ocean trade, if it grows to a very great extent—and no doubt it will grow as the Colony will grow—
must bo provided for in other parts of tho harbour, but you cannot make that provision and sacrifice the 
coastal trade. Tlie bringing of produce into Sydney must be provided for for all time. We cannot squeeze 
that out or sacrifice it to the ocean trade.
1451. At present it appears that tho future trade of the Colony from Port Jackson will he in coal, wool, 
frozen mutton, wheat, timber, and things of that kind; are your present coal jetties suitable ? No,
There is no coal trade yet to speak of. The cranes were only erected on the jetties in a tentative manner, 
to see how the trade would grow.
1452. It is not your intention to permanently ship the coal at Pyrmont ? No.
1453. Where do you intend eventually to ship the coal from? It just depends. These cranes were put 
up simply to test the trade, and see whether it would grow; hut since they were put up there seems to 
have been a tendency for the trade to decrease rather than to grow. I think it is rather less now than it 
was then. If it grew to any great extent we would have to devise some other scheme. My idea was to 
get a good coal shipping depot at Long Cove, and to bring the railway down to that point from Petersham.
1454. That will not do for Illawarra coal ? We could bring the branch line to Long Cove under the 
western railway at Petersham.
1455. 3t appears probable that eventually some considerable coal trade will be done from this port? Yes.
3456. It appears probable also that a large wheat trade will eventually bo done from Port Jackson ? Yes.
1457, There will be a large wool trade, and then there will he ores and other things to ship ;—can you 
advise the Commission where, in your opinion, a great wheat-shipping place should be ? The wheat will 
come down by rail, and therefore Darling Island will be a very suitable place for carrying on a trade 
such as that.
1458. You have already pointed out that you cannot depend on Darling Island and Woolloomooloo Bay 
to meet tho requirements of the port of Sydney with certainty for much more than fifteen years? Yes.

TUESDAY, 23 MARCH, 1897.
grrsent:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, Esq., M.P. (President).
Tho Hon. Frederick: Titovas Humphery, M.L.C,
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Poderts, C.M.Gr,, M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Frank Parnell,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Weight, Esq., M.P. 

Esq., M.P.
Cecil West Darley, Engmecr-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, further

examined;—
1459. President.'] You wish to band in some plans ? Yes ; a plan of the west side of Farm Cove, showing c. w. Darley. 
soundings and borings, and also two plans of Darling Harbour and Sydney Cove, showing works recom
mended by Sir John Coode in his report dated 28th February, 1889, Sir John Goode’s estimate of the 23Mar,, 1897. 
cost of his whole scheme was £800,000. _
1400. Under that scheme, would tho accommodation he more than is at present afforded? According to 
Sir John Coodc’s scheme there would be 11,050 feet of frontage, giving accommodation for thirty-two 
vessels averaging 300 feet each. The number of berths at present available on the same space is forty-six, 
as against thirty-two available under the new scheme.
14(51, Are wo justified in believing, then, that the accommodation furnished by Sir John Coode, after an 
expenditure of over £750,000, would bo less than we have at present ? It would be better for large ships, 
hut less for small ships, and altogether what 1 call unsuitable for the trade that is required. It would 
simply drive away the Darling Harbour produce trade, for the greater portion of the proposed wharfage 
would be accessible only to railway traffic. .
1462. Axo there any resumptions under Sir John Goode’s scheme? It includes resumption; hut that is 
not included in his estimate. It. includes resumption of the whole of Darling Harbour between Pyrmont 
Bridge and Dibbs' 'Wharf, but does not interfere with Dibbs’ Wharf.
1463. His estimate is about £750,000, not including resumption ? £800,000, not including resumption.
1461*. And after paying for resumption, and this sum of money for construction, the port would be very 
little bettor than at present for the purposes for which it is used ? It would not be suitable for tho 
present traffic. Quite half of the frontage would not he accessible for dray traffic, and seeing that a large 
proportion of the produce landed in Darling Harbour is distributed by means of drays into the city, the 
accommodation for so distributing cargo would not bo improved. Fully half of his frontage would ho 
accessible only to railway trucks. You could not get drays and trucks along the wharfs properly.
1465. You have already informed the Commission that after a series ot years Darling Harbour has been 
adapted for a certain sort of traffic, and had better be left alone ? Yes.
1466. And those remarks apply to Sir John Goode’s scheme or any other ? Yes ; that is my opinion.
1467. Mr. Humpkery.] What has actually been expended in connection with the accommodation which 
has been supplied in lieu of Sir John Coode’s scheme ? We have done nothing on that side where he 
proposed to carry out his schomo which did not clash with anything the Government proposed to do, but 
dealt only with improvements on the eastern portion of Darling Harbour at present occupied by coastal 
trade.
1408, Has any expenditure been incurred in connection with that porlion of Darling Harbour with which 
Sir John Goode’s scheme deals? A large private expenditure, of course, hut no Government expenditure.

196—i ■ 1469.
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C,W. Darley. 1469. What is the next point ? I wrote a minute, which, perhaps, I may read to the Commission. You.
asked me to express an opinion about wheat-shipping, and also as regards dealing with coal, also the 

23Mar., 1897. frontage and number of berths, which I have put in a separate return \_vidc Appendix],

Woolloomooloo Bay.
Frontage available east side, 1,450 feet, along which five esehelon berths—four each 300, and one of 280—are partly 

constructed, Two of these are now being completed, thus providing five good berths for large vessels. South side or head 
of bay there are 1,710 feet of wharfage, including 520 feet frontage to a jetty suitable for small vessels. On west side, 
assuming that the space now occupied by baths, boalaheds, &o., was to bo set apart for shipping berths, a length of about 
1,500 feet could thus lie made available for five more berths, without encroaching very seriously upon the Park. I cannot, 
however, recommend that this Park frontage should be so utilised. Altogether, in Woolloomooloo Bay there is 4,300 feet 
frontage, and a possible quayage of 3,187 feet.

Prom the northern bath site around Mrs. Macquarie's Point, Farm Cove to Port Macquarie, a length of about 6,250 
feet is wholly frontage to the inner Domain and tbe Botanic Gardens. I do not look upon any of this frontage as being 
available for shipping purposes. It has very properly been set apart for public purposes as Park frontage, and should be 
inviolably kept as such.

■ ■ Circular Quay.
' The Government wharfage in Circular Quay, exclusive of the head of tlie Cove (1,000 feet), which is devoted to ferry 
traffic, amounts to 4,835 feet, providing twelve good berths, nearly all suitable for steamers of tbe largest class.
. , Round.Dawes Point, from and including tbe Marine Board boatsheds to end of George-street, a distance of 1,000 
feet, is Government property, but cannot be looked upon as available for wharfage purposes, being too near tbe fairway and 
entrance to the Cove; besides, owing to its exposed position, vessels could not lie alongside a wharf there very comfortably.

' ■ ' Darling Harbour. *

Inside Pyrmont Bridge the Government owns a wharfage of 2,600 feet, which is almost wholly set apart for general 
railway purposes. •

North of Pyrmont Bridge, including the two jetties now used for shipping coal, &c., there is a wharfage of 2,440 
feet, equal to five good berths. When the coal trade, now' temporarily carried on there, can be moved to a more per
manent coal-shipping wharf, these jetties will be available for the frozen meat trade, and will probably more than suit the 
requirements for some years to come.
I was asked the other day what position was suitable for the frozen-meat trade. I do not think the 
Department could possibly get a better position than those -jetties. There are five good horihs. and rails 
laid on the wharf, which is suitable for the frozen-meat export trade. Some meat is shipped there now, 
and if the trade developed it could all bo done there.

Darling Island and Pyrmont Bay.
Around Darling Island it is proposed to construct a concrete quay wall, which will provide 2,550 feet frontage. In 

tho hay between Darling Island and Pyrmont jetties a timber wharf with two jetties can bo constructed, providing four 
large and one small berths. It is not, however, proposed to construct these berths at present, until it will bo seen how 
the trade develops, und to what use they could best be put.

The eouerote wall around Darling Island is now about to be commenced. When the eastern side, 1,350 feet long, 
is eompletedj it is proposed to try leasing it in three berths, with room for stores on shore, as it has been represented that 
a better revenue could thereby be secured.

Ho determination has yet been come to as regards the use to be made of the western side, but probably if a wheat
shipping trade springs up this will be the place to locate it, having railway connection and a concrete wharf wall, witli 
good foundation. Large granaries could be constructed for receiving mid storing the grain in built and rapidly loading 
vessels when they come alongside.

’With a proper ayateni of elevators, large hoppers, &c., truek-Ioads of wheat can he rapidly taken into the store 
and weighed, and held in readiness for issue to vessels coming to load.

"Should a permanent coal trade be developed in Sydney for shipping railway-carried coal it will be necessary to 
provide a suitable site for the trade, and I um of the opinion this can best be done in Long Cove. Over a mile of good 
water frontage can be obtained above Long Cove Bridge, where quite three-fourths of the water frontage is already 

‘ ‘ ’ Government property.
.1 may hero say that I have doubts as to any trade for railway-carried coal ever springing up in Sydney ; 
hut if it does, that is tho place for its shipment.
1470. Tb there any reason for bringing coal to Sydney by rail if you have a good port at Newcastle and 
another at Kembla, and the coal trade developsf If a good port were established at Kembla I thiuk 
there will ho no longer any need for providing for coal-shipping in Sydney. At present some coal is 
coming forward to Sydney, simply owing to the absence of -a good port in the south to ship from.
1471. The coal for shipment comes chiefly, I suppose, from the Metropolitan mine ? Yes.
1472. And the western coal is used for household purposes? Nearly all.
1473. And not for export ? I do not think it is shipped to any extent. '
1474. Mr. O'Conn nr.] Did I understand you to say that if a good port for coal shipment were established 
iu the south there would be very little need for one iu Sydney ? Yes ; if there were a good port in tho 
south 1 think the coal would gravitate to tho south rather than to Sydney. I think the Metropolitan 
coal would go south, the gradients being in favour of its going to Kembla rather than to Sydney.
1475. If a good harbour were established at Kembla, or south somewhere in that direction, do you think 
that the coal would go in that direction, and not to Sydney ? I think it would.

, Gi-kbk Island,
As the trade of the port develops, and demands for greater shipping space arise, it will be possible to cat down 

Glebe Island, and convert it into a valuable shipping depdt. _
A scheme lias been outlined which shows it possible to provide 4,150 foet of wharfage below Glebe Island Bridge, 

but this can be increased by construction of shipping jetties at north end, where eight berths could easily be obtained.
Inside the bridge, about 2,000 feet of wharfage can bo provided, making in all, including White Bay, some 7,330 

lineal feet—nearly a mile and a half—without any resumption.
1476. President.] Wonld it be a serious matter to have a swing-bridge across to Glebe Island, to he used 
for railway purposes ? Ho ; it would not be a serious matter.
1477. In many parts of the world there are swing-bridges over which railways pass ? Yes; at nearly 
all the ports in England some railway traflic crosses opening bridges.
1478. It would not be a serious matter to pass over by means of a railway swing-bridge ? Ho. Glebe 
Island has a great future in providing for tho development of the trade of Sydney.
1479. How, in regard to the cost of wharfage at Woolloomooloo Bay, can you divide it into two,—namely, 
the'eost-of what is already completed, and what has yet to be carried out? Up to the present, iu 
Woolloomooloo Bay, £071,290 has been spent on wharfage.

1480.
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1480. Since what date? From 1860 to the present date—that is, from the time when the circular wharf,c- ^ ■D!'t!c7-
originally known as Cowper Wharf, was commenced. 23Mar""l897
1481. And your present scheme f An expenditure of £12,696 will complete the wharfs on the eastern '* ’
side. There is a contract let now for £5,000 for two berths, and £7,400 would complete the northern
three berths on the eastern side.
1482. Have you a full scheme for Woolloomooloo Bay ? Tes, for the east side.
1483. Does it extend past the Admiralty Wharf on the western side ? Ho ; I do not propose at present 
to go on tho western side—the scheme is drawn up only for the eastern side.
1484. What will the full scheme cost when complete F £12,696—that is, for five berths.
1485. In Woolloomooloo Bay do you include the cost of dredging ? No ; intermittent work is generally 
charged to the dredge service.
1486. Tou have no estimate of the cost of dredging ? No.
1487. Can plenty of water he obtained in Woolloomooloo Bay by dredging? Tes; there is no rock 
there down to 28 or 30 feet.
1488. Now, as to Sydney Cove on the eastern side, from January, 1879 ? I put that down as the date 
when the present permanent wharfs were commenced, excluding the old wharfs that have since been 
removed. On the eastern side £136,807 has been spent—that is, upon the F, and 0., Messageries 
Maritime, the Orient Company’s Wharfs, and the wharf on tho south side. On the western side we have 
spent £93,441, and the completion of the berths at the old A.S.N. Company’s Wharf, which work is now 
in course of completion, will cost £15,512. That is, of course, exclusive of land resumption.
1489. Does that include the whole of Circular Quay, or right to the point of the land known as Dawes 
Battery? Tes. The total cost of the existing wharfs, including the sheds—everything charged to the 
vote—and adding thereto £15,000, the estimated cost of completing the wharfs, amounts to £245,761.
That is since 1879. Previous to that—that is, between 1860 and 1879—there were £40,460 4s. lid. spent.
But a great deal of that was spent on wharfs which have been pulled down when other wharfs have been 
constructed.
1490. They form no part of the present wharfs? No.
1491. £245,000 has been spent in the construction of various wharfs ? Tes, since 1879.
1492. What has been the resumptions? For resumption of laud on Circular Quay and Dawes Point,
£304,008. _
1493. Therefore the total amount spent on Circular Quay up to date which you think it is reasonable to
include—that is, excising previous expenditure on things which have outlived their usefulness—is£549,000 ? ‘ "
The total expenditure reported io me in the construction of Circular Quay up to date, iu eluding the ■.
£40,000 I spoke of, aud the land resumption, is £574,722 Is. lOd. That is the total expenditure 
from I860; and the liabilities on account of the completion of work in hand, by the reconstruction of 
jetties at the old A.S.N. Company’s Wharf, makes a total expenditure, when complete, of £590,234 9s._4d.
1491. In your opinion there is a sum of £40,000 for previous works which should not be taken into 
account now ? Yes; that I think should he written off, because the expenditure has gone through 
reconstruction. _
1495. Then, in addition to that, there has been some dredging, has there not ? There has been dredging
and rock removal; hut of those items ! have no record here. I think that this J expenditure includes 
removal and deepening of rock, but not the dredging of mud. _
1496. So, roughly speaking, there is £600,000 invested in Circular Quay? I think that would be a fair 
way of putting it.
1497. Mr. Uumphery^ We have had £442,753 revenue from Circular Quay, hut thereare annual charges
against that? The annual charges are, I think, comparatively small. _ •
1498. President.'] Now for the expenditure on the western side of Darling Harbour? Tho construction
of wharfs and jetties and ihe extension of wharfs in Darling Harbour, from 1864 to date, have cost 
£254,127 2s. 4d. , _
1499. Between what limits;—between the southern end of the hay and what point to the north ?
Including the Pyrmont Jetties.
1500. To the north-western end of the Pyrmont jetties? Tes.
1501. Then, from those jetties all round Jones’ Bay, have you a comprehensive design for the whole of 
that portion ? Yes.
1502. What is that to cost ? £101,872.
1503. Has the whole design been approved of by Parliament ? No. _
1504. But you are going on with a portion of the design ? The Minister has approved of a small portion 
being commenced.
1505. Although there has been no approval of the whole of it ? No approval of the whole of it. _
1506. Then the Department is going on with an expenditure which forms part of an expenditure that will
amount to over £100,000 ? Tes ; if the whole work is completed. _
1507. Mr. PEoskins.] Two or three years ago the Public Works Committee, affer a long inquiry, at which 
you gave evidence, recommended the construction of a new bridge at Pyrmont, from Susscx-street, and 
also recommended that it should be undertaken as soon as possible, mainly on account of the evidence of
Mr. Hickson, who represented that although the bridge had been repaired and might last two or three ■ 
years it might give way at any moment; and yet we do not hear of any tiling being done in the matter ;— 
can yon tell us what is being done in reference to that bridge ? The bridge is being carefully watched, 
and certain work done to give it as long a life as possible ; but no money having been voted by Parliament 
for reconstruction, no reconstruction can be done.
1508. Is it in contemplation to give effect to the recommendation of the Committee ? I think Parliament . '
will have to be asked to vote money very soon for the reconstruction of the bridge.
1509. Mr. Wright.] Would it be possible to furnish the Commission with a statement showing the total
expenditure on tho different wharfs in Sydney, say, from 1850 up to the present date, out of Loan Totes ; ■
I think, if my memory serves me rightly, the first improvement on the Circular Quay was made in 1853— 
from Queen’s Wharf to Campbell’s Wharf? Yes ; I think that such a return could be obtained. The 
return which I have to hand into tbe Commission is complete from I860. Our books go back only to 1860.
1510. Are there any means of ascertaining what was spent before that time ? A good deal of that was 
Imperial expenditure ; but a statement concerning it might be obtained from the Treasury'.

151L
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C. . Darley, 151], I suppose that ihe expenditure prior to 1860 was not very large ? Jfot very large. I think I am 
23Mar, 1897, eaying that the whole of this expenditure is from Loan Votes. "

’ 1512, I want, if possible, to ascertain the total expenditure from 1850 to I860 ;—that could be obtained,
I suppose, and, if added to this,-would givens the total expenditure? I will make inquiry, and see if 
that can. be obtained.
151.3. Are you personally in favour of the construction of a coaling wharf in Iron Cove ? Certainly not 
in favour of doing anything now; but I say that if a trade sprung up I would be inclined to recommend 
that a coaling wharf should be constructed there,
1514. "Would there not be sufficient space at Darling Island for it ? Ho.
1515. Well, what about Glebe Island for the coal trade—at the head of Johnson’s Bay ? I think Glebe 
Island is too valuable for the coal business. It is better to use it in connection with tho city. If the city- 
trade increases in connection with the shipment of wool, produce, and merchandise, it would be better to 
let it spread out towards Glebe Island rather than use it for the coal trade.
15X6. In the event of Glebe Island and all tlie foreshores being utilised wonld any more wharfage be 
required for the next century almost ? "We do not know how the trade may develop ; but I have grave 
doubts as to whether we are going to have in Sydney a railway.borne export coal trade. Some coal may 
be won on the harbour, and it may be shipped from places near where it is won.
151/. You think the bulk of the coal sent to Sydney by rail will he for local consumption ? Yes.
1518. President,^ Have you any knowledge as to what is the nature of the bottom of Blaekwattle Bay ? 
The greater part of the bay we can dredge 28 feet or 30 feet without touching rock.
1519. So there appears to be no reason why Blaekwattle Bay could not be used for tho coal trade ; you 
do not want to build a new railway if you can possibly help it, aud tunnelling through the hill would 
bring you on to Blaekwattle Bay ? Yes.
1520. And if there are 28 feet or 30 feet of waterJavailable there, and there is no trouble in working a 
swing-bridge between Johnson’s Bay and the Cove, why should not coal shipping be done there? There 
is no ^Government land available, except at the head of tho bay, and that would not be suitable for coal 
shipping. I now put in a return showing the water frontage and quayage at Sydney Harbour, and also 
a return showing the expenditure on Government wharfs in Sydney Harbour, up to date.

Walter Liberty Vernon, Government Architect, Department of Public Works, sworn, and examined :—
^ LVernon. 1521. President.] The Commission desire to know from you the value of the various buildings in the area

laov lmmediately North from Devonshire-street, known as the Benevolent Society’s grounds :—have you a mar. .loy/. statement .-| Yes.
1522. Will you read it ?

W'P1-^1C request of the Chairman {handed to me yesterday) to tho effect that a rough valuation of the 
biulcungs set forth in the list accompanying it was required, I have the honor to report that a preliminary instiection has 
been made, and approximate valuations sot down, as follows :—

Benevolent Asylum, buildings, fences, &c.............................................................  £16,400
Christ Church Parsonage, fences, Ac...................................................................... l's00
Police Barracks and Superintendent’s residence ............................... ................. c'jOOO
Sydney Female Refuge..............................     7,000
The Convent of the Good Samaritan........................................................................ 13*000
Trnmear sheds, &e....................................................................................................... GOO
South Sydney Morgue and residence ..................................................................... 2,400
Friends’Meeting-house, &c...............   ’sOO
Sextons' cottages ....................................................................................................... oqo
Railings, gates, &c., to Cemetery.................................... ........... ......................... 1,000

Total.................................................................... £43,900
lo23. That is for every building on that area ? Yes. The greater portion of the buildings is old and 
obsolete, and generally only suitable for present uses; and 1 estimate that if similar accommodation had 

n^r!°Vi 1 111 new kuildings tlie cost would probably be between £75,000 and £80,000, as against 
£48,900, the present values. This of course does not include the value of the laud.
1524. That would ho the cost to the State if it were necessary to find the same amount of accommodation 
as you have at present in these old buildings ? Quite so.
V • r^'^?ro ^ 110 fiucstion of title at all—you only include the bare value of bricks and mortar ? Yes, that is all.

WEDNESDAY, 24 MARGE, 1897.
$rrs£itt:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Es<?., M.P. (President).
The Hon. Predeetck Thomas Humpiiiiit, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Chaui.es James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
Tho Hon. Daniel O’Connok, M.L.C. ■
Henry Clabke, Esq., M.P.

Prank Fakne'll,

Chables Alebed Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Began, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Geobge Black, Esq., M.P.
Ebancis Augustus Weight, Esq., M.P. 

Esq., M.P.
Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, further examined:—

1526. President.'] What is the first information you have to give us to-day ? As regards the cost of 
n resumption of a strip of land 100 feel wide between the liedfern railway station and Circular Quay. 

24 Mar., 1897. lue shortest distance from liedfern station to Circular Quay is 130 chains. If the strip taken he 100 
feet wide the area included would be within a fraction of 20 acres, without including any land required 
ior stations Tlie municipal assessments for the present year show that if that block of the city bounded 
by L.jzabeth, Park, Pitt, and Liverpool streets, comprising an area of 10 acres 2 roods 2 perches, were 
resumed, the compensation, at tuonty years’ purchase, would be £748,040, and at twenty-five years’ 
purchase, £922.800. If the value of the 20 acres comprised in the strip 130 chains long and 100 feet 

. - - .. _ wide

S. E. 
Perdriau,
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wide be estimated in tbe same way, and pro raid, it would cost £1,424,285 to resume at twenty years’ pc^Jau_ 
purchase, aud £1,755,624 at twenty-five years’ purchase, without allowing anything for severance, for 
disruption of business, or for the 10 per cent, for forced sale always paid by G-overnment. No doubt 24M i897i
many valuable properties would be served if such a strip of land were resumed, and under section I*o. /8
of the “Public AYorks Act of ] 888” tbe constructing authority could be compelled to purchase many
large and expensive buildings situated wholly or partly upon the area resumed, and thus the cost of same 
would ho greatly increased. ,
1527. ilfr. WriffJtiJ] If 1 understood you rightly, you have based the valuations on tho valuations for the
host portion of the city ? I do not think it is the best portion of the city. _
1528. Tou have valued the portion between King-street and Market-street? ?To; between Liverpool,
Park, Pitt, and Elizabeth streets. That is not the best part of the city.
1520. Tou do not take in King-street ? No.
1530. Then that is a medium part? Tes, a medium part. _
1531. Mr, Zee.] Do you know if that passes through any very expensive buildings ? I did. not try to
locate tbe area, but of course a great many buildings would be affected. _
1532. Mr. ZLimphery,] That starts from Eedfern railway station and terminates at Circular Quay, and ,
avoids the Park ? Tou may fairly say that is an imaginary strip. _
1533. Tou propose to take a strip 100 feet in width from the Kcdfern railway station to the Circular 
Quay, on the western side of Elizabeth-street ? Tes.
1534. It might appear from the evidence that in estimating for the 100-foot strip you have taken the 
cheapest portion of the city west of Elizabeth-street ? I do not think that is the cheapest portion 
of the city. When you get nearer the head of Darling Harbour there is much cheaper property 
there; hut I think that the value of property on this liuc is rather under tho average than over that of 
city property.
1535. Mr. Lee.] Can you toll us what tho practice in this country is when land is talcen underneath a 
building—can you tell us how the compensation is arrived at;—is the surface value paid ? I do not know 
what powers the Act gives in that respect.
1536. Tou have no precedent in the office to guide you where land has been resumed underneath a 
building for a tunnel ? I believe that the Water and Sewerage Board do not pay anything for tunnelling.
1537. President.] What is your next statement ? Tou asked me to ascertain the area comprised in Glebe 
Island.
1538. What is the area? The area of land comprised in Glebe Island is 34| acres, and the Government’s 
reclamation at the head of White Bay, adjoining the island, and lying between it and Balmain, comprises 
12 acres, all level land, making a total area of about 464 acres.
1539. There will ho a good deep-water frontage for a great deal of it ? The deepest part would he on 
the eastern side of the island—about from 18 feet to 19 feet.
1540. It includes the whole of Glebe Island ? Tes; road, abattoirs, and everything else there.
1541. What next? Tou asked me to ascertain the principal landing-places for passengers by steamer at 
North Shore, The chairman of directors of the North Shore Steam Ferry Company has informed mo 
that before tlie tram service was started two-thirds of the passengers by their ferry steamers landed at 
tho Lavender Bay wharf, at the head of that bay. The traffic is now diverted to the tram, and at the 
present time four-fifths of the passengers by steamer goto Milson’s Point, The population of the borough 
of North Sydney, according to the Government Statistician, was 18,180 in February, 1896. The town 
clerk of the borough has stated to me that at the present time the population is, approximately, 19,483.
1542. Have you brought a map showing the position of the borough, of North Sydney? Tes.
1543. What is the gross amount of fares collected by tbe North Shore Ferry Company ? About £40,000
a year, reckoning the passengers at a penny per head. ,
1544. Mr. Lee.] Is there any parcel of Crown lands within the city boundary that could be converted 
into a park for the city people? Of course there is the Devonshire-street Cemetery.
1545. That is not Crown land at present? If what remains of the bodies buried there was removed the 
Government could get control of that land again, of course.
1546. Is there any other land, vacant or otherwise, that could be utilised for a city park ? No ; I do not 
think so.
1547. Do you know of any site that could he given to the public in substitution for what they would be 
deprived of if a portion of Hyde Park were taken away to he used for railway purposes ? Tou could give 
them part of Government House grounds. Government House, they say, is tumbling down, and a sub
stitute must be found for it pretty soon. It is in a very ricketty state, the Architect says. They are now 
spending money on it, and arc always doing so.
1548. If the Government House grounds were devoted to reserve purposes, do you not think that they 
would be more likely to become absorbed in the Botanical Gardens than he made a park somewhat on the 
same lines and for the same uses as Hyde Park now ? Tes, perhaps they would ; hut there are 40 acres there.
1549. Do you think it would be desirable to set up another park in the city, to be used in the same way 
as Hyde Park is now used ? Well, if land had to be resumed, it ivould be, of course, at enormous expense; 
and there is a very large area of land available now for recreative purposes, extending from Liverpool- 
street northward to tho water—for the parks practically extend from Liverpool-street to the water—their 
total acreage being, I think, 230 or 240 acres, including the 40 acres of Government House grounds.
1550. And the public have access to a portion of that land at all times, day or night, and to the Gardens 
all day ? Tes ; Sundays and all other days.
1551. Take Hyde Park, for instance;—you know it pretty well? Very well.
1552. Is it really used at the present time for the recreation of the citizens or their children ? I do not 
thiuk so ; it may he by the children.
1553. Is it not largely taken possession of by the loafing classes? Tes, it is, almost entirely.
1554. As a matter of fact, does it offer to the citizens or their children that recreation which it was 
supposed to afford ? I do not think it does, except where the band plays on the eastern side. Agood 
many children collect there in the afternoons when the band plays, but the western portion of it is used 
almost entirely by loafers.
1555. Are you of opinion that the citizens would suffer no serious loss if they were deprived of that 
portion of Hyde Park which it is proposed to take for railway purposes ? I do not think they would.
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Perdriau ^ subur^an residents would Tie benefited to a very great extent indeed by the railway
coming right into the city, and also that a very large proportion of the inhabitants of the Colony would 

E4 Mar., 1897. rec_eire a direct benefit by being brought right-into the heart of the city by the raihvay.
155G. What portion of the community would suffer, and in what respect, if that portion of Hyde Park 
were taken for raihvay extension purposes ? I think, principally, the Domain loafers.
1557. Che average citizen would not he deprived of any right whatever? I think not.
1553. That is to say, that irrespective of the portion required for raihvay purposes there ivould be ample 
room for recreation purposes ? Tes. It so happens that at that particular place there are many large 
and contiguous reserves.
1559. Not very far from there is a smaller park P Yes; Cook Park and Phillip Park.
1560. Hyde Park has not been used for many years for vehicular traffic ;—it is used only for pedestrian 
traffic? That is all.
1561. And has not the construction of the Centennial Park had the effect of attracting a large number of 
tbe citizens to that park for recreation purposes, particularly driving ? No doubt it has, because there is 
a road there specially made for the purposes of driving.

■ 1562; In that respect the Centennial Park has advantages far beyond anything that could he offered by
Hyde Park ? Yes. People living within an equal distance of Hyde Park and Centennial Park would 
never go to Hyde Park for recreation, but would go to the Centennial Park.
1563. The Centennial Park has a large area ? Yes.
1564. ' Do you remember how much ? Under the Centennial Celebrations Act the area to be left for a 
park is a square mile.
1565. It has been very largely improved, and is being beautified? Yes ; more than £250,000 has been 
expended there.
1566. At tbe time that park was granted to the public there was no demand for extra park sites in the 
city, was there ? I think not. I do not think it was intended particularly as a park for the city, but 
more for the surrounding suburbs; but of course it is very close to the city.
156/, But all those suburbs, now you may say, are part and parcel of the city—connected with the city 
by tram and every other means of conveyance ? Yes.
1568. And it is no more a park for tlie suburbs than for the city—it is available for all ? Yes.
1569. 'Is it not largely used by the city people ? Yes. I have seen thousands of the city people there, 
especially on Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays.

IT this large park has been conferred on tho citizens of Sydney recently at enormous expense, do 
you think that the citizens ivould sufl'er in any way if a small portion of Hyde Park were taken for 
necessary railway purposes ? I think the taking of 10 acres out of Hvde Park would liardly be noticed 
by the citizens. ■ "
1571. It is only proposed to go up to about the middle walk? Yes; the south-western corner of the Park.
1572. Therefore it would leave all the facilities for pedestrian communication between Oxford, College, 
and other streets as well as it docs at present ? Yes.
1573. It would only prevent people from going direct through to Elizabeth-street between Liverpool and 
Park streets ? Yes.
15/4. But they could get to cither of those points by taking a diagonal path ? Yes.
15/5. Therefore there could not bo any great inconvenience to those who use the Park for pedestrian 
purposes? I do not think so.

. lo/6. You are of opinion that the location of a railway on that portion of the Park ivould he a benefit
■ not only to the citizens but also to the Colony at large ? Yes.

157/. Mr. Humpheri/.j Supposing, instead of having a terminal station between Park aud Liverpool 
streets, it were placed between St. James’ road and Park-street, would your replies to Mr. Lee’s questions 
bo equally pertinent? I think so. I suppose that the same quantity of the Park would be taken—10 or 
12 acres and it ivould not much matter which portion wrero taken. Of course there is a good deal more 
pedestrian traffic across that portion of the Park towards King-street than there is across the southern 
portion of the Park.
1078. You mean diagonally ? Yes; from Boomerang and College streets. That part of the Park is more hsed.
15/9, I am speaking now of the north-western corner? Yes, the north-western 10 acres of the Park, 
bounded by Macquarie-street.
1580. Tiien the pedestrian traffic will come out at St, James’-foad instead of in Elizabeth-street;—is that 
what you mean? Yes; somewhere about the Queen’s Statue, instead of going diagonally.
1581. Mr. Wright.] As a matter of fact the bulk of the pedestrian traffic goes that way' now, does it 
not? Yes, I think the greater part of it does.
•lo82. Mr. Humphery!] How many acres are there of the Devonshire-street Cemetery that might be 
utilised for a park ? About 11 acres. '
15S3. Comparing that area of land that might be made available for a park at Belmore-road—I mean the 
site of the Devonshire-street Cemetery—with the portion of Hyde Park which it is proposed to be taken 
for railway purposes, there would be twice the population convenicnced ? There would be, according to 
the Government Statistician’s figures.
1584. Have jrou been over that land ? Yes, I have been into it from various points'; it is subdivided by 
fences. "
1585,. Would it be a suitable position for an addition to Belmore Park ? I think it would be. certainly. 
It is very suitable land for a park, being elevated.
1586. And very central ? Yes, it is central. There is a very dense population, especially to tbe east of it.
1587. And you think that as far as utility goes—not intrinsic value—it ivould be a fair exchange for the 
north-western corner of Hyde Park ? Yes; I think the figures prove that the population benefited 
would be twice the number.
1588. Mr Wright!] I gather from your remarks that you consider that the outcry against utilising a 
portion of Hyde Park for railway purposes is more sentimental than anything else ? Yes, I do.
1589. And that the citizens ivould practically suffer no loss by the appropriation for railway purposes of 
that portion of Hyde Park asked for by the Bail way Commissioners ? Yes.

1590.
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1590. And you tliink that the land to be taken from tlie Devonshire-street Cemeterv would bo in every 
way as suitable, or even more suitable, for tbe requirements of the citizens of that part of the city than 
the portion of Hyde Park proposed to be taken P Yes.
1591. In making your calculation of tbe cost of the resumption of land you include resumptions rio-bt ar’’ 1 
trom Devonshire-street, do you not ? Yes.
* Jou are aware that there is a large portion between Campbell-street and Devonshire-street
which is to a certain extent G-ovornment property, including Belmore Park and the Cemetery grounds, 
the resumption of which would not necessitate any great expense ? It would of course depend entirely 
upon where tho railway ran. You might interfere with Christ Church Parsonage, and the Convent, and tho Eefuge.

if y°u e^n av°id interfering with the Parsonage, and the Benevolent Asylum, and the Convent
of the G-ood bamaritan, by taking a railway to the back of them at a sufficient distance, and then passing
through Belmore Park, how many chains of resumption ivould vou save P There would be something saved there. .
1594, Can you give us any idea of the number of chains that would be saved ? At a rough guess I should 
say perhaps 25 or 30 chains.
1595. That would reduce your total then to a little, over 100 chains ? Yes.
1596, And it would correspondingly reduce the cost of resumption ? Yes. I am afraid that those figures
do not convej anything like the extent of the probable cost of such a resumption.
1597. Of course to those figures would have to be added the cost of severance and destruction of buildings ?Yes. &
lo9S. Allowing for the lesser distance going through Belmore Park, you think that the original figures 
would bo more than borno out by the result ? Yes.
1599. So there is no hope of getting a railway through the city for less than £2,000,000 for resumption 
alone. Ho; under a clause of the Public'Works Act, if a building is touched at all tho owner can 
compel the Government to take the whole of it.
.1600. Can you tell me what is the resident population within a certain distance of the north-western 
corner of Hyde Park? Within] lialf a mile radius of the junction of Elizabeth-street aud St. dames’-road 
the total resident population is about 15,000.
1601. And those are the only people who can actually claim any particular right, to tins Park ? Yes 1 think so.
1602. And you are under toe impression that depriving those people of the convenience of having the 
J ark close to their door would he more than counterbalanced by the gain to the population of the Colony 
generally if tins railway were constructed? Yes.
1603. Very much more ? Yes, 1 think so.
1804 J/r. FeganJ\ Whom do you call loafers. You say that this Park is chiefly used by loafers. You 
do not call a loater an unfortunate man out of work who is doing his best to get work, do you v Certainly not. c J

reason have you for saying that the majority of the people who frequent this portion of 
the iftirk are chiefly loafers? Jhat is the opinion T formed of the people there; ] have seen them for 
twenty years, aud that is what their appearance was, They are not working-men, but men that will not work.
1606. Mr. Black.'] If the Park were closed would they cease to exist ? Ko ; if you take 10 acres they
will go on to the remaining 30 acres. J
1607. Well, if the closing of that portion of the Park would not wipe out those men whom you call 
loafers there would not be any benefit to the public in that direction if it were closed ? I did not suppose 
that we were going to effect auy reform in that respect.
1608. In fact you would only make the-evil worse by eoneeutratiug them in a smaller area, if there is 
any evil? Well, at that particular place you have over 200 acres of laud available for those particular 
people, and if you distributed them over the remaining 190 acres you would hardly notice any difference
TilGIC.

1609. You have no idea in your head of having admission to the Parks by ticket ? Ho.
^r-%‘e9an-\ answer to.Mr. Lee you said there never was any agitation for more park room

when the Centennial Celebrations Act was passed ? I do not know that I said that directly, but I do not remember any,
1611. Do you know there was an agitation against taking away any portion of this Park ? I believe
there was an agitation some years ago. '
1612. And a very strong agitation ; even some of the most prominent people in Sydney took a part in
the agitation against taking any portion of this Park for railway purposes ? The gentleman I particularlv remember is Mr. Macintosh. ^ r r & i j
1613. He occupies a very prominent position in the public life of tbe Colony ? lres: and no doubt his
opinion is very valuable. " ’
1^- ^1ll t\lll0re were Sir Alfre(1 Stephen and others ? Yes. Sir Alfred. Stephen was one of the trustees oi the Irark.
1615. Therefore, so far as the agitation was concerned, it was not owing to these unfortunate men but 
to some of the leading men of the time ? Yes; there were some of the leading men connected with it.

J think you will admit that the feeling is almost the same yet ? I daresay it is.
Iu 17' ' i n thc Bil.1 'vas befoTe Parliament I suppose you heard that a number of the representatives of 
the people were against handing this Park over for railway purposes ? Yes ; they thought that tho taking 
r a ^teromrnt f7enttlall7 tbo takin? of the whole of it. That was the principal reason, I think : but 
1 read the Eailway Commissioners’ statement, and they said they would not dream of asking for anymore 
than 10 acres, because they would not make the Hyde Park station tiie main terminal station liedfern 
would continue to be that, or rather tlie dep6t.
1618. Mr. Lee.] This is for passengers only ? Yes. '
1619. You do not think that 10 acres near Belmore Park wonld compensate for 10 acres in the heart of 
the city do you ? I think the figures giving thc population in the two portions show that 10 acres at' 
JJevonshwe-street Cemetery would benefit twice as many people as 10 acres on the north-west corner of

•- v 71 
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S. E, Perdriau.

man cannot 
alert ? Yes:

1620. But you know it is really not those people who live in the near vicinity of Hyde Park who avail 
themselves of the advantages which Hyde Park gives to the people for recreation and other purposes, 

19Q_ under the beautiful shade-trees such as there are not in the Domain ? I think the Inner Domain is pre-
ar‘’ 7' ferahle to Hyde Park for shade-trees. . ,1021. But is'it not a fact that no other park in tho Colony gives the same facility lor shade and enjoyment 

as Hyde Park? I must say that I have not seen very many people using Hyde lark tor that purpose 
I mean that I have not seen many people whom I would consider to be respectable people using i or 
that purpose. They mostly go into the Domain or the Inner Domain. . , ,
1622. Does not that statement hear out what I have said, namely, that the people who live in the diTcrent 
business places near and around Hyde Park do not frequent the Park, and that other unfortunate people 
come from other parts of the city because they appreciate the shade and the surroundings of the Paik . 
Yes. It is not unlikely that a good many of those people whom I call “ loafers would collect where the
cemetery is now if that were made into a park. ,
1623. Many people go to Hyde Park who are homeless, hut are not loafers, and who walk about from
morning till night looking for work ? Very likely.
1624. And I have seen people go in there the state of whose pockets wonld not afford them any other 
means of getting rest ? Yen; but they would not have to go much further to get to some other part of
1625PfTo be waylaid, perhaps, by tricksters ? I have seen as many tricksters on this portion as elsewhere.
1626. Do you think there is the same protection iu the Domain as iu Hyde Park. We only propose to
take a quarter of Hyde Park. . , , r , ,1627. But at the present time the Park is open to the public gaze, and m the daylight a
commit robbery without being detected;—the police are there, and the public are on tm 
they are nearer than they are in thc Domain. ,
1628. Do you not think that it is much better in that respect ? There is no doubt that some people would 
be inconvenienced by the taking away of 10 acres, but I think that on the whole it would be or benelit to
the country generally. ,, , . - n ,r1629. How would it benefit the suburban people ? It would avoid the necessity of changing trom the
train to the tram at Kedfern.1630. The expense of travelling would be about the same? I suppose the expense would be about tho
same—not much difference. #, . „ „ „
1631. Hot having to change from train to tram would he the principal benefit. , .
1632. How much time would that save—about a minute ? I think more than that, liven in the morning
it takes fully a minute I think to change, but at other times in the day it must sometimes mean a loss ot 
six, seven, or eight minutes. ,
1633. Do you think it is fair to go to the enormous expense of constructing a, railway from Jiedtem to 
Park-street or Market-street, as the case may be, aud lake perhaps one of tbe most valuable sites tor 
recreation in Sydney, in order to save that short space of time, seeing that you are about to construct an 
electric tramway along George-street ? That will serve the people to some extent, no doubt.
1634. And von have also tho steam tram service in Elizabeth-street? Ihe railway, oi course, would 
compete with the present tram service.
1635. And successfully, too, would it not ? Yes, . ... s
1636. What is to become of the tramway then—there would be a loss on that portion ot it, would it not f 
I think that portion of thc tram service would hardly be wanted at all that is the railway Ham.
1637. In your calculation vou have not informed the Commission the amount of loss that would^ perils 
tamed by the pulling up of the tramway? Ho; that would be a matter for 
Hallways.
1638. Perhaps you could estimate the value of that property ? I could find that out tor you.
1639. Jlfr, Jloberfs.] Is it not true that since the extension of the tramways _
business people now have residences for their families in tho suburbs who used fifteen or U\ emty years 
ago to live at their place of business with their families ? I believe that is a tact. In fact the population 
of tbe city proper is not growing so fast on that account. n c, i
1640. Is it-not a fact that the families of at least (say) 75 percent, of the business people of Sydney now 
reside in tbe suburbs ? I daresay that is about the proportion.
1641. And therefore is it not fair to assume that there is not tho demand for Hyde Park ns a reereatiou- 
ground at the present moment that there was twenty years ago ? Yes; I certainly think that is tho

the Engineer-in-Chief for

into tho various suburbs

1642. Mr. Hassall.] The traffic through the north-western porlion of Hyde Park principally comes from
Woolloomooloo, does it not? Yes. , .
1643. And in the event of that portion being resumed for railway purposes no very great inconvenience
would be caused to anyone by being obliged to make a detour along College-street into St. uames -road . 
Ho; it would not make half a minute difference. . .
1644. So the resumption of that portion for railway purposes would not, to any great extent, mconv emencc
the public who use that short cut to thc city ? Ho, _
1645. Is it not a fact that that particular portion of the Park is. to a certain extent, infested by people
who do not care to work ? I have always thought so, especially at night-time. ,
1646. There must be, of course, some amongst them who would be only too glad to obtain employment,
but a a rule, is not Hyde Park overrun—day after day, week after week, and month after monlli—by 
people jjing about there to the detriment of those persons who would like to use the Park for recreation 
purposes? Yes; lying about on the benches and elsewhere. _ 1.1,
1647. From what yon yourself have seen you think it is not a desirable place to send girls and children
to at the present time ? Ho ; very undesirable. _
1648. How far is it from that portion of Hyde Park to the Domain ? About 200 yards. _
1649. So that even if tho public were deprived of that portion of Hyde Park they have the Domain right 
alongside of it, which they could make use of? Yes. I think that is the principal reason why they u ould 
not fee! any inconvenience, because at that particular place there is such an enormous area of park-land
available—from Elizabeth-street right down to the waters of Port lacksou.
1650. You may sav that it is a continuation of park-land right from Elizabeth-strept to (1}C vyaters ot Port 
Jackson? Yes. '
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1G31. And if an area of 10 acres were taken out of it it would hardly be missed? Hardly at all. s-1?-
1652. You think that in view of the largely-increased convenience to be conferred on the public by the 0 lltut'
extension of the railway to that particular point it would more than counterbalance any little 
inconvenience the people might suffer by being deprived of that portion of the Park ? Certainly. “
3653. Mr, Clarke.\ Do you consider that, as a whole, with Moore Park, the Centennial Park, the Domain,
and other parks, the people of Sydney are as well situated in that respect as are the people in any other
part of the w'orld ? I have not travelled enough to express an opinion on that, but I have always thought .
that it would be a valuable thing if they had a piece of park land in the western portion of the city,
which is not very well served. '
1654. Which pait do yon mean ? Well, we have W'ynyard-square there, but that is about the only piece 
of available land in the western part of the city until you get to Blackvvattle Bay—Wentworth Park.
1655. But iu the eastern portion tho people are well off for parka ? In the eastern portion of the city
the park-land extends from Dowling-street, Surry Hills, up to Randwiek and Waverely—that is, including 
Moore and the Centennial Parks, *

THURSDAY, 25 MARCS, 1867.
grrstni:—

THOMAS THOMSON PAVING-, Esy, M.P. (Pjiksidehi).
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James JioBEiiis, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.

John Lionel Pecan, Esq.. M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Erancis Augustus Weight, Esq., M.P. 
Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P,

Norman Solfe, M.I.C.E., M.I.M.E., sworn, and examined:—
1656. Presidcn!.~) What are you ? 1 am an engineer.
1657. At present practising in Sydney ? Yes.
1658. You are aware of the project before the Commission to extend the railway into the city for the 
conveyance of passengers and for the conveyance of goods ? Yes.
1659. You have given the matter some consideration ? A great deal of consideration.
1660. And have a scheme you believe to be a satisfactory solution of the matter we are considering, and 
desire to place it before the Commission ;—will you explain it? I have been asked to place it before the 
Commission—I have placed it before the country—and I shall be glad for tbo Commission to consider it. 
I think it will be better for me simply to outline my scheme, and then leave you to ask me to como here 
again, for it took the other Boyal Commission three days to go into it. I may say that the scheme was 
misrepresented then in a wray that 1 am sure it will not be represented before this Commission. I should 
like to say before going into an explanation of the scheme that 1 am not an advocate of any hard and fast 
line to a few feet or chain or two. I am an advocate more of certain definite principles which I laid 
down, and I show in my scheme a solution of the difficulties which they involve. 1 am prepared to admit 
at once any improvements if they achieve the same results.
1661. You approach the matter simply on general principles—you are willing to accept any amendment 
in regard to details ? Yes; with regard to small details.
1662. The plan which you have now jilaccd before the Commission shows your proposed line going down 
towards Darling Harbour, and then going northerly ; you have an alternative scheme starting from 
Eveleigh Station; do you desire to consider that at all, or do you consider this is the better one ? I only 
know of one scheme.
1663. There is an alternative loop-line ? That alternative loop-line, which was referred to by some of the 
Government officers, is merely Mr. Deane’s line; it was oulv drawn on my plan as showing how goods 
could be brought from Darling Harbour to Circular Quay apart from tbe passenger line.
1664. As far as you are concerned we say nothing about that? Excepting for goods, That is a scheme 
that belongs to two or three other plans. I think yon mean the loop that terminates at the Commissariat 
Stores, and goes round by Miller’s Point.
1605. On the western side of southern George-street station there is a loop? That is part of Sir Henry 
Parkes’ scheme.
1666. It appeal's here on this plan of yours? I put it here as it is for the Commission to consider it;
but that really was a suggestion on Sir Henry Parkes’ plan that was submitted to the previous Boyal 
Commission. *
1667. Your main scheme turns off on the western side of Bedfern station ? At the tunnel.
1668. And follows down to the first George-street station;—will you give us a rough description of it, 
first of all ? My whole scheme is based on five leading points : Eirst, the distribution of the present 
suburban passengers throughout the city. Secondly, a provision for the connection of all the eastern 
suburbs with the city extension. Thirdly, that the extension should go hand in hand with the improve
ment and not the disfigurement of the city, and that, if possible, the improvement of the city should 
accompany the carrying out of any scheme, fourthly, that the connection of the North Shore line should 
be an integral part of the whole scheme, whether it be carried out now or in the future. Fifthly, that the 
cost of any system should be estimated on a rational and business-like basis, and not in the way in which 
the cost of my scheme was estimated on previous occasions,
1669. Will you describe the route, and then we will turn to the various heads ? The route 1 propose is 
to turn off at the Bedfern tunnel, follow the Darling Harbour branch down as far as George-street, 
widening it and easing the grade, and making a station somewhere opposite Christ Church, on the ground 
where Pemmel’s store used to be, or in that neighbourhood ; then proceed by means of a viaduct right 
across tho Haymarkct valley, on a level over the top of the premises held by Hoskins and Tangyo ; and so 
on over Hay-street, slriking Brickfield Hill about Messrs. Coodlet and Smith’s yard, where the railway 
would enter a tunnel. The corner of Goulbum and Kent streets is so much below tbe corner of Bathurst 
and George streets that it is possible for a train to go over the lower corner and be underground at 
Bafchurst-street—the ground rises so much. My original intention was to utilise the site on which the 
new market buildings are now erected.

396—a: ' 1670.

N. Selfe, 
M.I.C.K., 
M.I.M.K.

25 Mar., 181)7.
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iff* 1670, Before tlmt, between Bathurst and Liverpool streets, do yon enter your tunnel P Yes. I intend
MXM.e! easy curve, as shown on the plan. The line goes in amongst what arc practically slums in

this district—pig-pens, and so on, where the stock is sold—and then it gets out about G-oodlet and Smith’s 
25 Mar., 1897. Jar^‘ It then goes into a short tunnel under tho very widest part of George-street, where ventilators 

could be placed in the middle of the roadway—very long, narrow openings—which would ventilate tho 
tunnel. That is between Druitt and Bathurst streets.
1671. Now you have come to the station ? Yes. The City Council having now built on that site it 
becomes a question whether the basement of those large market buildings could or could not be used for 
a station. That was the site that I selected as being the most central site in Sydney, and at that time 
practically vacant, for when I designed this scheme that was practically a waste site. The whole scheme 
is now subject to revision from the fact of the markets being there. This matter is apart from the object 
of this Commission ; but 1 hold the opinion that that basement is totally unsuited for the markets, and it 
would be better to blast out all tbe brickwork put in there—hundreds of tons—and utilise it for a station. 
That basement is ‘22 feet deep.
1672. How deep down would you put the running road P The line only needs to have 15 feet clear over 
ik and the basement is about 4 feet deeper than is necessary for a railway.
1673. Will that seriously interfere with the buildings now up ? That is a question I have never gone
into. It would be no difficulty to put tbe whole of tho upper part on columns, for the underground 
railway in London runs in amongst buildings, at tho Mansion. House and many other places. But that 
opens the question that if that building is not to be used as a station there is nothing to prevent the 
lino going at the back of the Town Hall—going a little further west. That would not interfere with my 
scheme as a whole. I merely selected that site because at tbe time I proposed this scheme it was a 
vacant site, awaiting something to he done with it; and to my mind it appeared that—it adjoining tho 
principal civic buildings of the country—there could he nothing more suitable than to put a railway 
station there. '
1674. You practically transfer it from George-street to York-street ? Yes ; and go at the back of the 

■ Town Hall. It does not alter my scheme, except in the details.
1675. Sour tunnel still continues about 40 feet deep? No ; only deep enough to get covering. York- 
strcct, from Market-street to Wynyard-square, is very level, and I had alternative schemes cither to go 
under York-street—in “ cut and cover,” as it is called—that is, you open one side and build a wall, and 
then open the other and make an elongated Bedfern tunnel, or you resume property right through from 
Lassetter’s to the^ Savings Bank, which would, of course, involve considerable expense in separating 
properties. That is another question of detail, and not of principle, because the tunnel under York- 
street, from Market-street to Wynyard-square, could be very well ventilated.
1676. At the south-western side of Wynyard-square you propose fo have another station P As much of 
Wynyard-square as is necessary. That would be a daylight station.
1677. You would still he in a tunnel, but would open the station right out? Yes; open the station 
right out.
1678. You then proceed by a tunnel to Charlotte-place ? Yes ; there would be a very short tunnel beyond 
Wynyard-square to get to Charlotte-place. The line would, at Wynyard-square, practically divide 
into three branches—the left-hand side going up by the old “ Three Crowns,” to go along to the Princes- 
street Bridge for connection with the North Shore line ; the central part going down to 30 acres, which I 
propose should be resumed on the Bocks, and which is illustrated by plans I have here. Plan No. 3 shows 
30 acres of slums, where you can shake hands across the streets in many places. Plan No. 4 shows tho same 
site as Baron Hausmann might have treated it if he had ever been in Sydney. Prom the eastern side of 
Princes-street, taking in Gloucester. Cumberland, Cambridge, and Harrington streets, up to Argyle-street, 
I propose to resume 30 acres. At the time I drew up this scheme I was told on very good authority— 
some land agent friends—that £30 a foot would be tbe maximum price for any property there. Then, from 
Hunter-street, where now George-street runs, turning and twisting about, going down to the old Queen’s 
Wharf and Commissariat Stores, I propose to make a new George-street, a chain and a half wide, running 
straight and level right through to Dawes Point, not interfering with the old street at all, but going right' 
over tho site of tho present Harrington-street. Then on the block bounded by the new George-street 
and Argyle-street, and by a new Gloucester-strcet at the back, an by an extension of the street which has 
just been widened^ coming from the Circular Quay near the fire station, you would have a Circular Quay 
railway station which would be within a biscuit-throw of all the harbour steamers. This is a matter I do 
not go into details about, hut speaking from a general passenger’s point of view, I would say that such 
trains as the Liverpool and Penrith trains might start from a station like that, and that, with the suburban, 
would give you a regular service of trains up and down the western side of the city, not more than a chain

. or two from George-street. The line to the left hand, running along the backbone of the ridge, continues 
untjl it crosses Argyle-street almost level with the present Princes-street Bridge. Prom Princes-street 
the ground runs level to where there is a wall looking into Dr. Mitchell’s garden (now Trinity Church 
Parsonage), and then the line would run on until it got above Dawes Battery high enough to go to the 
North Shore. Whether carried out now as part of the scheme, or five or ten years hence, my scheme 
provides for that North Shore extension as an integral part of it, and does not delegate it to someone in 
the future to spend two or three million pounds to get to North Shore because wc had a city railway 
which did not take such connection into account. (The reason why I worked this part of the scheme 
out was . because tbe Chief Commissioner for Bailways, in giving evidence before the other Boyal 
Commission, said that if the railway had to go to North Shore we would have to have another western 
line, and 1 thought it would be better to have one city scheme instead of two.) Then going around 
the back of St. Patrick’s Church the line crosses over Essex-street by a bridge, and goes across Circular 
Quay on a viaduct, there being a station at about the present site of the Water Police Court, from which 
point the scheme becomes common with Government schemes, going round into Paddington, Waverloy, 
and Woollahra, and taking a route on which there does not seem to be any difference of opinion—the 
eastern suburbs scheme. The central point of my scheme is this : that having got to Wynvard-squarc— 
whether the line so far follows my direct route or goes a little mpre to tho west—I have from that square 
three connections—one being to the North Shore, another to the terminal station, where 30 acres could be 
resumed cheaply, and to which point the railway would bring all the suburban passengers who might want 
to go down to tho harbour steamers, and the third to the eastern suburbs. All the harbour steamers from 
Manly, Hunter’s Hill, and Parramatta are making the Circular Quay a focus, and my opinion is that any 
railway scheme that does not give you a station in close proximity to Circular Quay would not meet the 
requirements of a large bulk of the passengers, ‘ 1070.
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7079. Mr. O’Connor.'] 1 suppose you know tlml at the Circular Quay tliere is a large parcel of land which
now belongs to the fjOYernment ? I am aware of that, My own opinion, given for what it is worth, is Vjup'
that you could buy land for a foot and sell it for £300 a foot, although not, perhaps, to-day. But
before the previous Boyal Commission they debited mo with £1,500,000 for the resumption of land, and 20Mar., 1897.
so many thousands of pounds for levelling it, and yet gave me no credit for a resale of 20 acres with the '
new G-eorge-stroet frontage.
1680. We have now ascertained the general principles of your scheme? Yes, except this: that in
connection with that scheme—more as a negative value than as a positive one—there is this which, I think, 
cannot be too forcibly brought before you : I am now exhibiting to you a bird’s-eye view, showing tho 
present railway buildings at Bedfern, the Barling Harbour line, the place where the new bank is at the •
comer, the Cyclorama, the Benevolent Asylum, Belmore Gardens, and so on. Approximate]}', there are
50 acres there. How. if a line is run across there, and there is a series of brick; arches to carry it, there 
will be 50 acres of the centre of the city converted into slums in one act; because, what can you do with 
it if you take this site and build arches all over it for tho railway. You can only back carts through those 
arches you cannot lay out .streets. I say that there is a future value in that land which would pay for 
the whole city railway. This is the way it could be done : Our city is most peculiarly situated, because 
from Liverpool-street, at this end of the town, to Clevelaud-strect, Bedfern, there is only one cross 
thoroughfare by which you can get from the east to the west—that is Bevonshire-street. Under many 
schemes that have been brought forward Bcvonshire-street is to be practically shut up, because it is going 
to be made into a gutter; but I say, instead of making it into a gutter, make it into a magnifieient thorough
fare 120 feet .wide,.build a grand station facing this grand thoroughfare, carry a 7 20-ft. avenue right 
irrj- .])resen^ burial-grounds, and make a square there—call it Trafalgar-square or
Maddison-square, according to which city you take the name from—and then you have 10,000 feet of 
frontage either for Government buildings or for sale; and surely tbe taking away of 10,000 feet of 
frontage, with all these squares and wide streels, is a point that should be considered when it is proposed 
to have a lot of brick viaducts for the railway. Do not carry the railway' there, when the great cost will 
be the loss to the city of that magnifieient site.
1681. Mr. Wright.] It is not proposed to carry the railway over brick arches ? The plans show brick
arches. Belmore Gardens is 30 feet below the high part of the Burial-ground, and under my scheme if 
10 feet were taken off tho top of the Burial-ground and put in Belmore Gardens you would have a most 
magnificent site of 30, 40, or 50 acres, which could be tastefully laid out, and on which you could erect 
public libraries or museums, or anything else. ‘
1682. President.] The reason why you are making this explanation and showing the present state of 
things adjacent to Belmore-road is to show why yon desire the railway to keep west and not to go into 
that portion of tho city ? That is it. I desire to show that whether Hyde Bark is taken or the site of the 
present burial-grounds, a fair estimate should be made of the value- of the ground, not only its present 
but its prospective value, because I say that we should be able to make what the city has not got now—a 
grand centre. It is a fact that we have not got what you may call a centre of the city. Now there is a 
possibility of making a grand central square, which you might call Trafalgar-square, and around which 
grand public buildings could be put, and you would have a large avenue from the station, and in the 
course of a very little time that property would sell at very high prices. However, that is only a detail; 
but my contention is, that j udging by the experience of London, Paris, Hew York, and Berlin, four typical 
cities, this site is.nearer the centre of the city for long-distance travellers than are the main termini in 
those cities, and it is only the suburban passengers we want to bring round the city.
1683. Let us now turn to yonr scheme itself : Your scheme proposes to leave the Bedfern yards on the
western side, and jrour first station lies about opposite Christ Church, How many lines do you propose 
to bring into the city ? Four lines. ‘ 1
1684. Have you any idea what the cost of that first portion would be ? Only the Commissioners’
estimate. ,
1685. You have made no estimate yourself? No.
1686. Are you prepared to accept the Commissioners’ estimate for that portion as correct ? Yes.
1687. What was the Commissioners’ estimate for that portion? On page 715 of the Report of the
previous Boyal Commission, the Commissioners laid out the Hyde Park scheme, but they left out any 
provision to compensate for taking St. .Tames’ Church, the Supreme Court, and the Registrar-General’s 
Office. I107’.the land that they then required at Hyde Park, Belmore Gardens, and the burial-ground, 1 
put down £500,000. 1 also put down £250,000 for the new sites, and the rebuilding of St. James’
Church, tbe Supreme Court, and the Registrar-Gonernl’s Office, and I brought the net cost out at 
£1,600 000. That caine.to £17,000 a chain, On my own scheme Mr. Foxlee’s estimate, made on behalf 
or the Railway Commissioners, was £2,600,000, but he put nothing down for the resale of this new site.
Prom information which T have obtained from experts, 1 put down the value of Hew George-street at 
£000,000, and Hew Gloueester-street at £150,000, and the capitalised value of the sites under the 
JLaymarket viaduct at £50,000, making total credits to the western scheme amounting to £700,000. 
winch were omitted altogether. That brought out the net cost at approximately £1,900,000, or £14,000 
a chain as against £17,000 a chain for the Hyde Park scheme.
xxrrvi ^-01iatteee -M-r. Poxlee s estimate of £2,667,770, but you think you should have a credit of 
£700,000 ? Yes. They naturally made my scheme cost as much as they could.
1689. But you have no estimates which you think would be likely' to be more reliable? Ho; I am not
in a position to impugn the correctness of their estimate. "
1690. What area do you propose to take at George-street station, opposite Christ Church—the first 
stopping place ? It would only' be a passenger station. 1 should take whatever is necessary. A platform,
1 think, would be about 600 feet long.
1691. But you would want more than one platform if you had four lines ? Yes ; but I do not suppose 
that fast trains ivould stop there.
1692. You cannot work tour lines with only one platform about COO feet long ? If the Railway

would have to have it, I would notpresume to give any opinion on that, 
platfo ^!1 ;J0ly °P™on ^oe'' l°nS> ancl as wide as necessary, sufficient for an ordinary passenger

1694. What area that would be you are not prepared exactly to say? No.
1695.
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3695. 1’lien coining t.o the next station, contiguous 1o the Town Hall, in regard to the area, and the cost 
mY.M K ■vou arc 110t; PrePare(lto express an opinion? That is all included in the £2,000,000.

y 1090. But the position is altered now to some extent, heeause you were hoping to get a pretty well vacant
25 Mar,, 1897. P^ace—the property of the city council—which now you would have to resume? I reckoned that site

’ ivould cost pretty well £250,000. Wc have a good criterion for that value. The corporation gave the
Grovemment £120,000 for the market site, and I take that as being something definite from which we
could estimate values in that locality.
1697. Then your passing central station, adjacent to the present new market buildings, in your opinion, 
would cost £250,000? I think pretty well that. I do not think it would actually cost that now, because 
things are much lower in price than they were at tho time I made my estimate.
1698. At Wynyard-square you propose to take such portion of the reserve as may he necessary ? Tes.
1699. Ton do not exactly define the area? No.
1700. Then passing Charlotte-place you come out into the open, and pass into the Bocks, as you men
tioned? Yes.
1701. What area do you propose to do your shunting upon in the Bocks? I propose to take 10 acres, 
hut under my scheme there will be no shunting wanted there. I propose to have what are called traversers. 
When an engine runs to the end of a line, instead of as it does now at Bedfern, stopping for a train at 
the entrance of the slationin order that the engine may run down and take up another line, if traversers 
are used, the same as in Eveleigh yard, the engine can bo pushed out and put on a middle line. Tliere 
would be three lines between two platforms, instead of two.
1702. That would necessitate a third line, and therefore your four lines down there would become six ? 
Yes ; I would have six linos on that station.
1703. In your opinion will six lines deal with all the suburban traffic that should go down to your terminal 
station at Circular Quay at present ? They will until the population is four times what it is at present.
1704. You believe they will;—you have made the necessary calculation? Yes they will, because you will 
have the other stations for the passengers to get out at. You will have passing stations all down the side 
of George-street and the railway would go across the Circular Quay. It would only be some trains that 
would run into that station. Of course the railway management would not run more trains into that 
station than they could deal with there, because they would have a line on each side of it.*
1705. Did you not inform the Commission that the North Shore line was a matter to be kept well in 
view, but it might not necessarily be constructed at present? Yes.
1706. That being so you could not utilise that for traffic at all ? No ; not until it was built.
1707. For the time being, for a city railway, without tailing into consideration the North Shore extension 
and the eastern suburbs extension, this terminal station would require to do your reversing work ? All the 
reversing work that was required there ; but that would be limited in quantity, because you would have 
the line to Circular Quay aud the station on the Water Folice Court site as well as this, and there would 
be no shunting at the Water Police Court site, because it would be a wayside station there.
1708. You reverse there and go back ? No. I go right to Paddington aud go in a circle.
1709. But, except so far as the future is concerned, wc have not at present under consideration the 
eastern suburbs or the North Shore extensions, excepting that they must be kept in view if any railway 
works were carried out, and must fit in with them and not be antagonistic to them ;—therefore, if your 
city scheme embraces one station at the Rocks and another down near Circular Quay, until the eastern 
suburbs extension or the North Shore extension is built, all the shunting or reversing must take place at 
those two stations for the time being ? Just so.
1710. Therefore, you would have to 4mep some of your traffic from Circular Quay; in other words, at 
Charlotte-place, and whatever trains are required to go to Circular Quay until the eastern suburbs exten
sion was made would require to shunt there, or reverse tliere, aud go back? As the Mansion House 
station on the underground railway in London sufficed for years for all the shunting of the enormous 
traffic of that railway before tbe circle was completed, and considering that Sjdney is only a very small 
fraction of the population of London, I see no difficulty in dealing with the traffic at this station in the 
meantime as was done at the Mansion House station. I was in London and travelled on that line the 
very day the extension was opened. I travelled dozens of times whilst the enormous traffic of twenty 
different lines was running into the Mansion House station, and the shunting was properly regulated. 
What could be done there could be done here, and the Bocks station would suffice with proper manage
ment, if it were necessary to make it suffice.
1711. Mr. Zlos/iins.] They have a reversing line at; the Mansion House station, have they not ? If 
provision is made by having six lines instead of four an engine could be at tbe other end of the train ready 
to go out before the passengers were all out of the train.
1712. How long is your tunnel—about a mile? It is about 40 chains from entering at 
Goodlct and Smith’s down to Essex-street, from which two stations have to be taken out. It is about 
half a mile from the time it enters the tunnel to the time it finally leaves it; but during that, it is in day
light all in front of the Town Hall; it has a station at the Markets site or behind it, and if it ran between 
George-street and York-street it would be in daylight the whole way, there not being any tunnel at all 
except of course under Market and Barrack Streets.
1713. It would be an open cutting between the buildings ? Yes ; just walled in. In tbe report of the 
previous Boyal Commission I see there is a section, the scale being 10 chains to the inch, and according 
to that the distance from the entrance to the tunnel to Essex-street is 75 chains.
1714. It is nearly a mile, is it not? Yes ; it is nearly a mile. I took tho other scale just now.
1715. The distance, therefore, is nearly a mile, out of which will come the stations where you propose to 
have them open, and you can, you think, have an open cutting ? It can all bo open. The question 
whether it is open or a tunnel is a mere matter of expediency and cost; it is no part of my plans.
1716. Mr. ITosi-ins.] What is the length of tunnel altogether under your proposed scheme? There is a 
little under half a mile of tunnel altogether, but from the time you enter the first tunnel to where you 
leave the last the distance is 75 chains—that is, approximately, a mile.

1717.

* Xote (oit renmon):—I do not desire to give any opinions on railway management, but base iny opinion as to tiie 
adequacy of this station on tbe fact that the Chief Commissioner, itr. Eddy, approved of a Circular Quay station 
Kejxa-t of Royal ComtniBsion) with only two lines instead of six, and 1J acre area instead of 10, and stated in answer to 
Question 22 (3 July, 1891) that sucli a scheme was equal to forty trains an hour each way.
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1717. President.'] In your opinion would there be any difficulty in ventilating tunnels ? I do not think jjjxj.E’., 
there would, but I think it very desirable not to have tunnels.
1718. You would avoid them if you could ? Yes. , /---- -

* 1719. Your first point was distribution. You maintain that your line distributes the passenger traffic 25 Mur,,1897. 
better than any other proposal ? I do not say that. There is a number of other schemes, such as Mr.
John Young’s and Mr, Mountain’s, and that run on the western side of the city. ^
1720-1. You believe that it would satisfactorily distribute the passengers coining in from the suburbs ?
Yes, where they would require to go.
1722. And that is made clear from its contiguity to the Circular Quay and the main business parts of the 
city ? Yes.
1728. Your second point is that you could readily connect the eastern suburbs with it ? Yes. _
1721. You are borne out in that by a contemplation of tbe Government schemes ? Yes. What is called 
Sir Henry Parkes’ scheme was afterwards adopted in the Works Department. X take no credit for 
suggesting a scheme connecting Paddington, Wavorley, and Woollahra. I may say that my original 
circular railway returned up through Woolloomooloo, and through Bourkc-street, Surry Hills. That was 
the railway I proposed twelve or fourteen years ago.
1725. Your third point is that such a line as that, with the utilisation of the property near Belmore Park, 
will make the city more beautiful rather than less beautiful ? It will improve the city rather than disfigure 
it, and at less actual cost.
172G. Your fourth point is that from or adjacent to Wynyard-square or Charlotle-place the best 
approach to a bridge to North Shore could be commenced;—it jits iu with that ? Yes; it fits in with 
that, because I would not make any portion of this city railway of steeper grade than 1 in 50. I under
stand that proposals have been made for inclines of 1 in 30, but as the Bailway Commissioners have 
spent money all over the country in reducing the grades it would be a retrograde step to contemplate 
any portion of this railway, or tho North Shore railway, being steeper than any other grades in tbe 
country.
1727. Your last point is that you believe that the result obtained will be commensurate with the 
amount of money spent ? If the estimate is made out on a business-like basis it will be found that this 
scheme will not cost any more for extra accommodation than the Hyde Park scheme costs for limited 
accommodation.
1728. With regard to your resales, they are all made perfectly clear by the plans you have put before
the Commission r Yes. "

Fit J DA r, 20 MA.BCJI, 1897.

Jlrrscnt:— '
THOMAS THOMSON BW1NG, Bsq., M.P. (President),

Charles Alered Lee, Bsq., M.P.
.loiry Lionel Peoan, Esq.. M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Erancis Aucuistus Wrioiit, Esq., M.P.

The Hon, PitEDEnicK Thomas Humphery, M.L.C.
The Hon. .Tames Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M G., M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P,
Edward Masted, Manager of the Sydney Benevolent Asylum, sworn, and examined

1729. PresidentA\ What are you? Manager of the Sydney Benevolent Asylum.
1730. Tho building at present situated immediately to the north of Devonshire-strect is under your

E, Jiaxted.
control? Yes.
1731. Will you explain to the Commission the operations of that institution? Yes. 
Benevolent Asylum are:—

The objects of the
26 Mar.,] 897

_ I. The object of its original foundation, namely, to relieve tbe poor, the distressed, and tbo aged, by affording them 
assistance in the form of provisions, &c., and small sums of money to assist in payment of rent, &c.

2. As a receiving asylum for homeless and deserted children and foundlings, and for children awaiting removal to
other asylums. . ,

3. As a receiving hospital for sickly motliers with infants, who cannot be received in the infirmary or other hospitals, 
or who may be suffering from the diseases of women.

4. As a lying-in hospital.
5. As a training institution for midwives and nurses.
U. As a school for practical instruction in midwifery, in affiliation with the University of Sydney.
7. Department for treatment of midwifery cases of poor women in their own homes.

. So there are seven divisions of work in connection with the Benevolent Society.
1732. Before entering into the question, of the use of the institution will you tell the Commission your 
revenue, and how you derive if ? The revenue of the Benevolent Society is obtained from gonoral 
subscriptions by the public, from midwifery fees, from Government subsidies, legacies, and from interest 
on invested moneys. Those are tbe principal items of revenue.
1733. Aud the amount ? Last year the revenue amounted to £19,000.
1734. Haw much of that was contributed by the Government, and bow much was received from the 
public ? £14,000 was contributed by the Government, and the balance was made up in the way X have 
mentioned ; but I may state that last year was a special year. The Society undertook the relief of the 
unemployed, and the ^Government paid wholly for that work, so that there was, I may say, a special 
revenue of something like £4,000 that we would not get under ordinary circumstances.
173.A "Well, give us an idea of what you regard as a fair average amount. As it appears at present, the 
contribution is about £3 by the Government to £1 received from private sources ? Yes. £4,000 received 
last year as a special subsidy from the Government cannot, of course, be regarded as ordinary revenue, and 
therefore the £19.000 received last year is not a fair index of the general revenue of the Society, which is 
approximately £15,000, or, in other words, roughly, £3 contributed by the Government to every £ received 
from private sources.
1730. With regard to all your objects excepting the first one—the relief of the poor—is it necessary 
that you should have so central a position ; the distribution of alms might perhaps require a central

situation
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K, Maxieil, Ritimiton siioh a? you have, but excepting that particular work these seven appear to be purposes that 
2CMar'~"ls97 °0!1^ ^charged just as well a couple of miles away? No, I think not. J7or instance, take the 
■“ •’ 1 lying-in Jmspital. Largo numbers of women arc brought to the doors of the asylum in labour. They

are confined probably within half an hour, or a few hours, of admission.
1L17. How many women arc confined there in the course of a year? Approximately, I should think, in 
that way about one hundred and twenty. ”
1738. How long does a woman generally remain there ? She comes in destitute, and, after confinement, 
we endeavour to get a place of service for her as soon as possible. .
.1739. How long would she remain there ? It depends on circumstances ; sometimes a month, sometimes 
six. If you take an average I suppose tho time would be six or eight weeks.
1740. She would bo able to be removed in a month ? After fourteen days in the ordinary course.
1741. You say that there would be perhaps one hundred and twenty women who would come there in actual 
labour • and therefore to take them a greater distance would be an important matter, and, dividing the 
twelve months equally, you would have about six beds occupied at tho same time by women of that class ? 
X think about twenty beds,
1742. It is possible at tbe end of a month to remove them to any where else, where they could wait as well ? 
In the ordinary course it is possible to remove them after a fortnight; a month would be the full limit.
1743. How, with regard to the third object ? That is “ as a receiving hospital for sickly mothers with 
infants.” It is not necessary, absolutely, to have a central position for that.
1744. You would not require to be central in connection with object Ho. ‘J ? You would want a central 
position for foundlings.
1745. To which they could be taken ? Yes.
1746. They do not require to live at a central institution ? Ho ; it is better they should not live there 
on account of health. They want more fresh air. I have in my spare time, during a long period, compiled 
a history of the institution, dating from 1813, when it was under another name. In 1818 it was founded 
by Governor Macquarie aa an asylum for the poor, blind, aged, and infirm, and the present building was 
erected in 1820, and I have written a complete history of its operations to within a few years back. ] 
have it in a printed form, and will forward a copy to you.
1747. In regard to objects 1 and 4 there is some reason for having a central position ? Good reason for 
having a central position.
1748. But with regard to the other objects a central position is not absolutely essential ? Quite so.
1/49. Aud in regard to object Ho. 4 only a limited number of the cases that would come under that head 
would make a central position absolutely essential ? Those are the labour eases; hut after a time they 
might be removed to where there are healthier surroundings.
1750. The matter resolves itself into this : The purposes of the Benevolent Asylum could be met by having 
a central position where alms could be distributed and a limited number of labour cases—say, a dozen— 
could be dealt with at the same time, and the residue of the work that is earned on in the present 
institution could he done at some place not quite so central? That would be possible. But it is the 
opinion of the Board of Directors that it is not desirable to do that. The opinion of the Board is that the 
site of Ultimo House, at Ultimo, which is centrally situated and retired, on a hill, would meet all the 
combined purposes of the Benevolent Society, There would be opportunities of proper classification by 
shutting oil the different departments by means of high walls and so forth, and if that property were 
resumed tho Board of Directors consider it would meet all the purposes of the institution, provided that 
the Government were to supply the necessary funds by resuming the present site and were to grant 
compensation under the Land for Public Purposes ^Resumption Act.
1751. It has been stated in a letter received by Mr. Brunker from your President that your Society
requires £73,333 ? That was merely an average estimate. '
1752. And as much more as yon could get? Yes, It has been variously estimated at something like
£97,000, £65,000, and £57,000. -
1753. You have no title-deeds, I believe? A title was prepared in the year 1849. It was in the Colonial 
Architect’s Department, and it was seen by a former manager of the institution, who has sworn an 
affidavit that he has seen it, but we have not been able to trace it since. It was prepared, but not signed.
1754. "V ou believe then it was the intention of the Government to issue it, but it has never been issued ;—■ 
that is your position ? Quite so. .
1755. And you are iu possession ? Yes, since 1820.
1756. Have not tbe same Board of Directors under their control a large building at Raudwick where 
700 people could be housed ? No ; some land was granted conditionally that the Society should erect a 
building and remove some of its inmates there. It was dedicated to the institution for that particular 
purpose, and it is a grant the deeds of which we applied for fourteen years ago, but a reply was sent to 
the institution to the effect that the original conditions had not been fulfilled, and that the land had been 
leased or loaned to the Randwick Asylum for grazing purposes.
1757. Still, your ownership of your institution is simply an incidental ownership—the State owns it 
after all. In fact J may say that both institutions arc State properties to all intents and purposes, but 
are vested in your Board for management ? The Board of Directors dispute that; they chum absolute 
ownership of the Benevolent Asylum site.
1768. Wei], they are really the possessions of the people of tbe Colony for general purposes ? Yes: 
the purposes of tho Benevolent Society and the Government are practically one so far as the interests of 
the poor are concerned.
1759. Therefore we have two institutions, one working at Devonshire-street—which you have already
described—and another lying almost empty a few miles away at Randwick ? There are no buildings at 
Randwick. '
1760. There is a large industrial school? That is the Randwick Asylum—a private Society altogether. 
There are 49 acres of land at Randwick that have not been built upon at all.
1761. I was not speaking of those 49 acres, but of the building that has been erected at Randwick for 
the children ? That has nothing whatever to do with the Benevolent Society. .
1762. Would it serve your purposes ? To some extent,
1763. All these purposes, except 1 and 4? Hot so well as the property at Ultimo; in fact I think it 
would be inconvenient, on the whole.

1764
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17(54, ]Joes it not strike you, that if tke community has a large building Unit must Inive cost many Masted, 
thousands of pounds, and was probably built by tbo 8tato, it will be a wise thing to use that building ?
I think it would be wise to use it for purposes for which it would be suited ; but it would not bo suited -SMai'., 1807. 
fur all our purposes. The work would be split up, whereas now it is concentrated. If the various 
departments of the Society were separated that would be objectionable.
170'). Supposing that you had a place at your present position in which there were twelve beds, and also , 
bad accommodation there where alms could be distributed, and then some suitable accommodation 
elsewhere to deal with the other cases which you have enumerated under the several heads, could not your 
insiitiitian go on well enough ;—] jiresume you would say, “ Yes, if it is at Ultimo ”iJ 1 do not think it 
is^wise to split up the departments of the institution. I think we could have proper supervision at Ultimo.
1 7(j(j. Hut apparently the State would have to provide £73,000 to give you that accommodation, whereas 
all the accommodation you require for the distribution of alms and certain other purposes could be 
afforded on 200 or 300 feet of land at the present site, at a cost of £3,000 or £4,000;—if it were 
possible to give you proper accommodation elsewhere for those cases that need not be dealt with on a 
central site you could surely carry on your business? Not so well, I fancy.
1707. Will you toll us why ? Because we would have separation of the various departments of tbo ’
institution, and would require more supervision, and would not have the work so well iu hand. Wo 
would have to go to one district for one class of work, and to another district for another.
17()N. Mr. Surely in tbe present building the accommodation is very limited ? Yes ; it is very
limited, and very bad altogether. That is why we want other premises.
1701). Tresidewt^ You believe tbe present building is unsuitable ? Yes, quite.
1770. It is about seventy years old? Seventy-seven. In case a single'woman comes in for her iirst 
confinement we have to place her perhaps with a woman who has been in four or five times. That is 
objectionable on moral grounds. Besides, the children whom we shelter there, waiting to pass through, 
ace constantly in view of pregnant women. That is also objectionable.
1771. This all proves a change is necessary ? Certainly.
1772. Mr. Ucc.J Surely under modern conditions those are cases that should bo treated in a more private 
place than in the centre of a great city ? It would bo more private at Ultimo.
1773. I should like you to look at the question from this point of view: If the present insufiicient 
premises should be required for railway purposes, and you have to move, what will you do then ? Wo 
nave already asked tbe Government to take the place and give us compensation and enable us to put up 
another building at Ultimo.
1774. That narrows it down to what the President says—that all your business could be just as well done ■
there? Much better. '
177-j. Mr. Wriijkt.]^ When you speak of Ultimo. I suppose you mean tbe old Ultimo House ? Yes.
177G. President.'] Your Board contemplates removing to Ultimo ? Ifwccau get the Government to do .
what the Board require. '
1777. Mr. Zen.] Is this exactly the position: The directors are quite willing to give up the present site; 
all they wish to be sure of is that the Government will either provide them with another and a more 
suitable site of equal value, or will allow them compensation for this site, and then they would purchase 
another for themselves? That is precisely^ tho position the directors take up.
1773. Mr. Clarke.] Are you aware what title the Bandwiek Asylum holds? No; I do not know what 
their position is.
1771), Is it not the same as that of the Benevolent Society ? I have no idea.
17K0. The Bandwiek Asylum is a semi-Government institution? At the present time they do not get 
any Government subsidy, but I do not know what their position is. *

Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, further examined :—
17S1. President.] You wish to make a statement in regard to Mr. Selfe's evidence, which has been S. R
brought under your notice? Yes. In my previous evidence it wifi be remembered that in my opinion Perdriau.
the cost for land resumption for any lino passing through tho city from Bedfern to Circular Quay, where
the land is privately owned aud occupied, would not be less than £1,750.000. 1 have explained that such 26Mai,->1897'
a valuation was, at best, an approximation. I have looked earefujly-into Mr. Selfe's scheme, and, taking
that as the route, I see no reason to alter my opinion, and believe to provide room for even four lines of
rail and tbe necessary station accommodation (with respect to which Mr. Selfe gives no definite opinion
regarding area or exact location, one of his sites being now occupied by the new markets, which would
necessitate resumption, 1 presume, towards York-street) would certainly bring it up to theso figures for
an open cutting. The Commission will of course understand that figures of this kind are only given as
an approximation of what it would cost to resume. In any resumption cases, the total amount which the
Government will have to pay is never known till their conclusion, and interests which appeared to he of
litilo moment prior to resumption frequently become expensive ones before the case is settled. In
verification of my valuation, I would direct tho Commission’s attention to evidence given by Mr. Eoxlco,
based upon figures furnished apparently by the Government Yaluator, which are almost 'in accordance
with mine. Of this valuation 1 was not aware until asked by the Secretary to inquire into tho matter.
The question of the resumption and resale of the locality known as “ The Bocks" may reduce the figures 
somewhat, but my experience with regard to the resumption and resale by the Crown is that it is not 
usually attended with profit.
1782. Mr. Lee.] Do you think that £30 per foot for the 30 acres proposed to he resumed at the Bocks 
would cover tbe cost of _ resumption ? A very large portion of that property is used for residential 
purposes, and 1 do not think that on the average perhaps it would cost more than that, provided you did 
not lake the George-street frontage.
1)83. But have you figured out what taking those 30 acres means ? No; 1 have not gone into the matter.
I Jcuow the locality well, and that the tenements arc of a very poor character.
1781. But 30 acres of the city anywhere must include an enormous number of buildings? Yes; but 1 
think that is one of tbe inferior portions of tbe city. ’
1785. That is very true, but 30 acres is a very large area to resume in the city? Yes, it is indeed.

1786.
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S. E. 1786. Aec! I presume tliat it would be almost impossible at tlie present moment to fix a price per foot by 
Perdriau. lvaj. valuation for 30 acres of land in that locality ? 1 do not think it would be very difficult.

1787. Ton would first of all have to make frontages to the various properties aud treat them all as 
ar'’ '■ frontages irrespective of their depth? Tes.

1788. And I presume that the depths are not uniform ? Iso.
1789. Therefore you would have an enormous area to deal with? Tes. _
1790. Do you think that £30 per foot would cover the cost of resuming property in that part of the city ? 
I really do not think it is worth very much more. That is of course for tho land only.

. 1791. Thirty acres of land in that part of the city includes the rocks or slums, but it also includes a
number of very valuable buildings. It is an enormous area in tbe city, and it is one mass of streets, and 
I am sure that you would he astounded when you came to measure up the frontages ? There is a great 
deal of frontages. That is the oldest portion of the city, and in those days they divided the land, as they 
did in London, into very small allotments.
1792. If you were to figure out the frontages included iu those 30 acres, and take it at £30 per foot, 
what do you think the grand total would be ? I should like to measure it first.
1793. Taking the value of tbe land on the basis given by Mr. Selfe, what is your opinion as to the value 
of the buildings on those 30 acres? I have not looked at them carefully, but the majority of them are 
certainly not first-class buildings.
1794. President.] Have you any further information to give us now? Gibe question asked by Mr. Fcgan 
relative to tramway and rolling-stock affected by the extension of the railway into the city will be 
answered by Mr. McLachlan on behalf of the Kailway Commissioners. I think that tho only portion of 
the tramway that would be rendered unnecessary would be the curve from the station to tho present main 
tramline.
1795. And the railway would relieve tho Elhabeth-street traffic a little ? It would relieve the Elizabeth- 
st reet traffic a good deal, and that is very necessary.
1796. Have you anything else ? Tes; a statement Mr. Lee asked for—a statement of the value and 
present occupation of that block of the city' of Sydney bounded b3r King, Elizabeth, Market, and 
Castlereagh streets : The area of this block is about 1 acre 3 roods 12 perches. The High School property, 
together with that portion of the block extending thence to Market-street, comprising an area of 1 acre 
1 rood, belongs to the Crown; it was resumed in November, 1880, at a cost of £88,940. The High 
School, said to be at least forty years old, is a two-storied brick building about 100 feet long, by 47 feet 
wide, with iron roof, and was formerly known as St. James’ School. The grounds have frontages of about

• 177 feet to both Elizabeth and Castlereagh streets, with athrough depth of 155 feet. After the resumption
some of tho buildings were demolished and a galvanised-iron school-room erected, occupying about 120 
feet of the Castlcrcagh-street frontage, adjoining the High School ground on the south. The shops upon 

. the remainder of the 1 aero 1 rood remain much as they were when resumed; they front Elizabeth, Market,
and Castlereagh Streets. The gross rental now received by the Government for them is £25 5s. per week. 
I have already given evidence before the Commission relative to the value of the remainder of the block 
under description—2 roods 12 perches—lying between tho High School and King-street, showing that the 
resumption of the same would probably cost £100,000. At the time of the resumption the High School 
building was valued at £5,500. I have here a valuation of that building by Mr. Vernon, the Govern
ment Architect, which is as follows:—
lx accordance \iith the instructions of the President, I have the honor to report I have made an approximate valuation of 
the Hiyh School and the iron building adjoining it in Elizabeth and Castlereagh Streets.

1 value the buildings as at present as follows :—
The brick buildings, including walls, closets, sheds, pavings, &c.........................................£5,300
'Die iron buildings, fences, pavings, closets, &c....................................................................  2,100

£7,400
The brick building is old and inconvenient, and the wood requires repairs. The closets and fencing are old and 

very much out of date.
To provide similar accommodation in new buildings would cost about £12,000 or £13,000.

The value of Castlereagh and Elizabeth streets property in that locality is about £70 or £80 a foot.
1797. It would come to about £90,000 an acre ? Tes. _
1798. If you take that as a fair index of the value of city land, aud if 20 acres are required for a running 
road down to the Quay, you have to reckon £1,800,000 for your running road, if you have an open cutting — 
that is, Avithout taking severance into consideration? Tes.
1799. That pretty well agrees with what you have previously said ? Tes, I think it agrees pretty well 
with it. Disruption of business is also an important item.
1800. Have you any other information ? Tbe number of passengers by the railway tram lias already been 
stated before the Commission by Mr. McLachlan. It is 3,000,000 per annum. J understand that the 
North Shore tram traffic is as follows :—Cable, 2,083,496 ; electric, 888,686.
1801. But those two trams are virtually the same service ? Borne passengers would no doubt go on both 
trams.
1802. Mr. Humphery.~\ The electric tramway is an extension of the cable? Tes, from Kidge-streot,
North Shore, to Mossman’s Bay, '
1803. Mr. Wright.~\ Tho cable tram carries practically the whole of those passengers? There are many 
who travel ou the electric tram who do not go down to Milson’s Coint.
1804. President.] Anything else ? Ton asked for the number of passengers in and out of Milson’s Point 
Kailway Station. Mr. McLachlan says he will supply that information.

TUESDAY,
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Jtoaeni:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).

The Hon. Frederick Tjioxtas Humphery, MX.C. 
The Hon. Jajees Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Eorerts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Frank Parnell, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq,, M.P.
John Lionel Feoan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
Georoe Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wrioiit, Esq., M.P.

George Pile, sworn, and examined:—
i qoo' Tou htwe been in business in Sydney for a considerable number of years ? Tea. G- Pda-
1800. Do you desire to make a statement in regard to the subject under the consideration of the
Commission. Since I first moved in this matter—and that is fully twenty years ago, possibly more—30Mar., 1807.
what I might term the axis of employment—that is, the centre of employment for tho majority of the
people who nse the railway to come from their homes in the suburbs to their places of business in town—■
has been considerably changed. When I first interested myself in the first City .Railway Extension
League I considered that Pitt-street was the centre of employment; that almost as many suburban
residents were employed at places on the eastern side of Pitt-street as were employed on the western
side; and I had a plan prepared showing a suggested route for an extension of the railway under
Castlereagh-street. Since that time, however, the axis of employment lias shifted greatly to the west,
and from Market or from Druitt street on to Bridge-street, or oven further, more people have their
offices and places of business to the west of George-street than to the east of it. I should say that tho
centre of employment is not in any caso to the east of York-street, and if you want the city railway
to give the greatest convenience to suburban residents, for whose benefit chiefly it would be made, I
think you would serve most people by taking it somewhere along the line of York-street. All the large
j”aP®ry warehouses in the town are in York and Clarence streets. That part of the town I might call
the St. Paul s Churchyard of Sydney. All the produce trade of Sydney, which is enormous, is done in
Sussex-street, and most of the shipping, or at any rate sufficient shipping to give employment to a very
large number of men and clerks, comes to Darling Harbour ; while a very large number of people aro
employed at Pyrmont, which is a rapidly-growing manufacturing centre. On the other side of York-street
we have George-street, where the shops do chiefly a retail business; Pitt-street, where there are a number
of offices; Elizabeth-street, in which a good number of solicitors have their offices; and PhiUip-street,
where there are a number of Government offices. In these places there are not so many people employed
as in the places of business west of George-street.
1807. By what route would you extend the line ? In giving evidence on this subject before a former 
Commission, I suggested that the railway should commence at Dawes Point, to the west of Harrington- 
street, and that it should go underneath York and George streets. Unless you took the line very largely 
underground the cost would be so enormous that it would he idle to ask Parliament to sanction the work.
It the Government are not prepared to meet the expense of constructing this line, they had better be 
content to bring tho railway as far as Belmore, and there connect it with a good tramway system.
1808. Do you regard a connection with the waters of the harbour as of any value ? We have that 
connection now at Darling Island.
1800. Do you believe that that western connection will be sufficient? I am inclined to think that the 
cost of taking the railway to Dawes Point, which would enable a connection to bo made with Circular 
C^uaj', would be so great that the suburban residents might be as well served by a complete and efficient 
system of tramways.
1810. But you would advocate the extension of the railway to Dawes Point if the scheme could bo carried 
out for a reasonable sum ? Yes.
^^';iT01iwre sPca^11j8 now only upon general principles; you are not prepared to go into details in. 
regard to this proposal ‘. On a former occasion I made some calculations in regard to the cost of resump
tions, which I put down at over £600,000, and careful inquiries into the cost of tunnelling, and so on, 
made me estimate the cost of the whole work at over £1,000,000.
1812. Mr. Robcrfs.] Where would you propose to have the principal station ? I think that the head 
passenger station should be between Charlotte-place and Argyle-street, somewhere near the southern end, 
or Wynyard-square.
1813. Would tho station yon speak of be sufficiently largo to do the work of the present Redfern station ? 
In my opinion a railway into the city is only required for the suburban traffic, not for long-distance trains. 
A person going 20p miles into the country could take his luggage in a cab up to Redfern.
1814. We have it in evidence that the accommodation at Eedi'ern is at tho present time not sufficient for, 

,eAl0Per oonduct1°Jf the traffic there, and that it is absolutely necessary for the safety of the public
that that accommodation be increased ? Ample ground for a station might be got at the place which 1 
suggest. Between Cliarlotte-place and Dawes Point you could, with a little resumption, get a piece of 
land nearly as wide and a good deal longer than the station-yard at Redfern.
1815. Would you resume the whole of the locality known as “The Rocks” ? I would not take the whole 
of that part of the town, only a portion of it. There is a large piece of land there on which are built 
small low houses, which is not very valuable. Then, too, you could reclaim largely
1816. Where would you reclaim ? To the east of Dawes Point, where Pile’s or Cunningham’s wharf 
used to he, and where the boatslieds are now. That part of the harbour is not put to much use at tho 
present time. I have examined the whole of that ground well, and I know that there are a good many 
acres fhere. The length of tho portion of which I speak would be more than a quarter of a mile—iu fact, 
nearly hali a mile.
181/. 1 resident.] In estimating the cost of resumption at £600,000, did you propose the resumption of 
so large an area as 10 or 12 acres? I do not recollect the area which t proposed should be resumed. 
Sly estimate was based on tho value of land per foot, extending from Charlotte-place. Of course, a portion 
of the ground to be taken would he comnnserl in y0ti would take much of Gloucester andol the ground to be taken would be comprised in streets, 

196—L Cambridge
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G. Pile, Cambridge streets. I had the levels taken, and I find that they would suit. It would be rather low at
Argyle-street to take the railway under there; but, at the same time, you could do it. _ _

30 Mar., a /. yg!8. Your scheme, then, does not differ very widely from part of that of Mr. Norman Selfe ? My original 
suggestion was that the line, starting from liedfern, should go between Pitt and Castlereagh streets as 
far as Groulburn-street. Guulbum-street would have to be closed, because the levels would not suit, and 
you would have to go under Liverpool-street. Since I made that suggestion, several valuable buildings 
have been erected in that part of the town, including tbe very expensive market buildings in George-street. 
I originally proposed to take tbe railway under the site of the markets.
1819. Mr. humphery,'] You propose to resume the whole of the land between Charlotte-place and Dawes
Point. Would not that render necessary the closing of that part of George-street which merges into Port- 
street? The line would cross George-street somewhere about where Union-street comes in—a little to 
the west of Camphell’s gates. Yon ivould bridge that part over. _
1820. So that the shunting operations would take place on overhead bridges? The trains would pass
underneath iron viaducts. _
1821. You would not close any street ? Several streets would have to be closed—the lower portion of
Gloueester-street and Cambridge-street, for example—and some little lanes. Ton would also have to 
stop Goulburn-street between Castlereagh and Pitt streets, _
1822. President.] Adopting your alternative system, where would you propose to extend the railway ? 
The Government hare already tramways running along Elizabeth-street as far as Belmore Park. These 
tramways, I believe, they intend to run on the electric system in future. Parliament has also voted 
money for a line of electric trams down Harris and George streets. I think that a tramway should also 
he made along Kent-street, from its lower end. Such a tramway would serve the people engaged about 
Kent and Sussex streets and on the wharfs,
1823. But where would you fix upon as the best site for a railway station? I would take part of the
Benevolent Society’s grounds, and make Pitt-street from 80 to 100 feet wide, as far as Hordern’s 
refreshment-room. I would also widen Belmore-road to the same extent, and then I would recommend 
that the railway terminus should be moved from Devonsbire-street to Belmore-road. The land taken 
near where the Pemale Befuge now stands could be used for a cab-stand, while part of the Benevolent 
Society’s ground could be used for offices connected with the railway. _
1824. That arrangement would bring Bedfern railway station a quarter or half a mile nearer tho city ? 
This morning 1 estimated the distance at about 30 chains.
1825. How would yon extend the tramways from this new railway station ? The Government have
already a tramway along Elizabeth-street. The Botany tramway turns down Devonshire-street, but I 
should recommend that Castlereagh-street South be continued to join Elizabeth-street opposite Toohey’s 
brewery, and that the Botany trams should go along that new piece of road. I understand that tho 
Bailway Commissioners contemplate removing the western traffic into George-street as soon as the George- 
street line is finished, leaving Elizabeth-street for the eastern traffic. I would advise that the railway 
trams, which now go along Elizabeth-street, should go along Elizabeth-street as far as Toohey’s brewery, 
and turn down opposite the proposed new station. I would also suggest that the trams going along 
George-street should turn round by Hordern’s, and have their terminus in Belmore-road, opposite tho 
new’ station. The Kent-street tramway I would take up Liverpool-street to join the eastern lino. 
Anyone coming from Kent-street and wanting to get to the railway could get out at George-street and 
take another tram, while if ho lived iu the eastern suburbs he could go straight home in the same tram, 
I think that in this way the convenience of the citizens would be better served than by tbe construction 
of one line of railway through the city. I do not think that the Commissioners’ scheme considers the 
convenience of a large number of the citizens at all. _
1826. Are you opposed to the use of Hyde Park for the purposes of a railway station ? I do not think 
the citizens of Sydney are much interested iu that proposal. Hyde Park is used most by country people 
who are staying in Sydney for a time.
1827. Mr. Hoskins.] It has been stated in evidence by the railway authorities that if the railway were 
extended into the city a track 100 feet wide would have to be made to accommodate six lines of rails;—■ 
can you give the Committee any idea as to the cost of making a tunnel 100 feet wide through sandstone ? 
No. In the estimate which I mentioned just now I allowed for a roadway 40 feet wide, which 1 was told 
by a railway expert at the time would be ample.
1828. "What did you allow for the cost of tunnelling a road 40 feet wide ? Ten shillings per cubic yard.
1829. Have you calculated the difference in cost between a tunnel and an open cutting P Well, a great 
deal of the open cutting might be through clay. It all depends upon the depth. In any case, if you cau 
blast you can get out mixed stuff—sandstone and clay—at Is, 3d. a cubic yam.
1830. You consider open cuttings much cheaper than tunnelling ? Tes; but you could not have an open 
cutting through George-street.
1831. Have you considered that if a tunnel were taken througli Sydney the Government might have to 
defend a great many actions for damage alleged to be done to the foundations of houses by vibration and 
in other ways ? If the line was properly packed there would be very little vibration. I have travelled 
for many years past the School of Arts at Newtown, which was so flimsily built originally that before it 
was finished the walls tumbled in; but notwithstanding the immense traffic near there now the vibration 
is not felt.
1832. You know that the London railway companies have had to defend many actions for alleged damage 
to foundations? I daresay that that is so, but then London is built on clay. I believe you have to go 
down several hundred feet to get to the solid chalk there.
3833. It has been stated in evidence that to resume a much smaller piece of land than you were talking 
about would cost £1,750,000? If I recollect Mr. Perdriau’s evidence, be was speaking of land in a much 
better part of tbe city. I am speaking of land that you can buy for from £10 to £15 a foot.
1834. When the claims for compensation were brought before the Court, evidence might be given to show 
that this was the best situated land in the city and the most likely to improve in value ? I have had a 
good deal of experience in cases of this kind, and I know that the Judges always expect the evidence given 
to be as to the value of the land at the date of resumption. You cannot go into the box as a prophet.

Edmund
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Edmund Compton Batt (Batt, Rodd, and Purves, Limited, Sydney), sworn, and examined:— E. C. Bntt. 
President^ You are in business in Sydney as a partner in the firm of Batt, Rodd, and Purves ? 3OMar/lS07,

Can yon make a statement in regard to tho scheme before the Commission? "Well, first of all I 
may say that I do not consider that an extension of the railway into the town by either the eastern or the 
western route alone will bo of any great practical use to the citizens of Sydney. A line following 
the eastern route would leave the whole of tho western suburbs and that part of the town where the 
people are poorest, and could least afford to pay additional fares, absolutely without better communication 
than they have now, while a line following the western route would leave the whole of the eastern suburbs 
practically unsatisfied. Prom measurements that I have made many times, I am confident that a station 
at Hyde Park would he as much out of the way for most people on the west side of George-street as the 
present station at Redfern.
1837. Mr. Hoskins.'] But suppose the George-street tramway is made? "Well, a tramway means another 
fare, and involves the changing of vehicles,
'1838. Mr. Humphery^] Do your remarks apply to the proposed terminal station at Park-street ? Yes;
-1. d-0 n°f think that it is necessary to have a terminal station there at all. What I would suggest is a 
circular railway to serve both the eastern and the western parts of the city. The trains would then run 
m opposite directions round the city, and they would pass through Redfern as they now pass through 
any of the suburban stations. This would relieve the congestion of traffic at Redfern, which is caused 
mainly by the suburban traffic. If the greater part of that traffic were taken away from Redfern there - 
would be plenty of room there for a terminal station. People going long distances—to Melbourne, or 
back into tbe country—could as easily get a cab and drive to Redfern then as they do now.
1839. President^] The suggestion to bring the line through Hyde Park, parallel to Castlereagh-street, 
round by the Circular Quay, and back by a route parallel to George or York streets, meets with your 
approval as a scheme for dealing with the suburban passenger traffic, and you think that people going 
long distances might start from a central station at Redfern ? Yes. That is practically the suggestion 
which I made to the Railway Commissioners some months ago.
1840. That scheme, if carried out, would mean either very long tunnels or a great deal of expensive 
resumption? I have been over tbe route; and some years ago, when a former Commission was sitting, 
with the assistance of a surveyor, 1 made out an estimate of the cost of a lino on the west side of George- 
street ; hut the papers were burnt in the big fire of 1891, aud I have now no notes except those taken 
lately.. J do not think that the western extension would cost more than the eastern extension. Any 
quantity of land is to be got there at a reasonable price, just as on the eastern extension, until you get up 
to Market-street; towards the northern end there is no land of very high value,
1841. Are you able to express an opinion as to the total cost of resumption or of construction ? Ho.
1842. Do you desire to express an opinion with regard to the question of dealing with goods traffic ? Ho.
I quite agree with the Commissioners that the narrow neck of land at tho Redfern tunnel is a groat 
source of danger and inconvenience; but I do not see why this should not be remedied by making some 
alteration in the Mortuary arrangements and resuming a little land there. The cost, I think, would be 
immaterial. I would either resume St. Paul’s Church or take a piece of land on tho other side of tho 
line, whichever suited the purpose best, If this were done I think you would have all the room you 
wanted for the rearrangemeut of the line now going under George-street, and to give access to the 
Redfern yard. I remember speaking about this matter to the Commissioners years ago, and I hold that 
with this improvement the Redfern yard will bo big enough for all the traffic for the next 100 years—that 
is, if the passenger traffic is taken on into tho city in the way I have suggested.
1843. A circular lino through the city would save shunting? Yes. I do not suppose they would have 
to interfere with the trains once a month, unless to take off an extra or defective'carriage. I was asked 
the other day what I would do with tbo through trains under this arrangement. 1 say that the express 
traffic must stop at Redfern, and tho fast trains when they come on to the city lines must go round the 
circle just like the ordinary suburban trains.
1344. Mr. Jhmpher;/.] Is it your view that it is necessary only to make provision for the ordinary 
suburban traffic, which can he done by the construction of a line down the west side of George-street, 
turning round at the Circular Quay, and coming back on the east side of George-street, under Hyde’
Park ? Yes; without resuming any city land at all. Por a large central station I have seen it stated that 
20 or 30 acres will be required to be resumed; but I do not think so much land will be wanted. The 
Commissioners have already shown us that a large area is not required for a suburban station, and all that 
would be wanted on this line would be a platform from which the passengers would walk onto the trains.
People going long distances would have to drive with their luggage to Redfern. ’
1843. President.] Do you desire to express any opinion in regard to the goods traffic? I think that is a 
matter altogether apart from the present scheme. The carrying out of the scheme I suggest would not 
interfere with any project for dealing with the goods traffic. 1 might add that in this matter I am not 
pledged to any particular detail of route; I am simply speaking of the scheme as a whole. I have seen 
several estimates of the approximate value of the land to be taken; but I do not think any of them are 
correct, or that correct estimates can be made until it is determined exactly where the line shall go. In 
my opinion the cost of the western route has been very much over-estimated. I believe that it would be 
much less than people think.
184G. Mr. Wright.] Are you acquainted with the railway facilities of other cities ? Yes; I have been 
all over the Continent, aud know all the railways in Great Britain.
1847. Is there any city in the world where everybody has a railway station witliin a few yards of bis door ?
Ho; and in London, Glasgow, and Paris I know of no main-line stations except at tbe outskirts of the city.
1848. A twenty minutes’ walk ivould take you from one end of Sydney to tho other? I would not say 
that; but Sydney is situated on a narrow peninsula.
1849. "VVould not a railway down the middle of the city serve all purposes ? Hot so well as a railway on 
both sides of George-street.
1850. But with a railway down the middle of the city would not the commercial people of Sydney be as 
well served as the commercial people in other parts of the world ? Ho. They had to build tho under
ground railways in London in order to take people from their business-places in tbe city out to the 
suburbs in which they resided, and that is what wo want here.
1851. But London is a very much larger city than Sydney ? Yes, I admit that; but we want something

like

1835.
Yes.
183G.
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•E, C. Eatfc. like the Metropolitan railway to supply the wants of our citizens. It has heen a.crying shame that for 
s—*—^ years, while we have been multiplying our tramways, which I think are of comparatively little use, we have 

■ .30Mar.,lS97. ^ono nothing to carry out a comprehensive scheme to provide for the city traffic. _
1852. Do yon think that the circular railway you speak of would not cost more for land resumption than 
an extension requiring a large central station ? I think that more land would be required for a central 
station than for a circular line. I saw by the newspaper that it has been estimated that a line 
down the western side of the city would require the resumption of 20 or 30 acres of land; but I thiuk 
that ridiculous. I fail to sec why yon should require a tract of land more than SO feet wide.
1853. The Commissioners say that for a terminal railway they would require six lines of rails, and for a 
circular railway four lines ? "Well, they run the London railways with less than four lines,
1854. You think that a- double track would be sufficient for a circular railway ? _ Yes. _
1855. And that for intercolonial and interior traffic liedfern should be the terminal station ? Acs. _ 
1850. You contend that this accommodation is absolutely necessary to meet the requirements of the city 
traffic ? Yes. To show how the traffic lias grown, I may say that I can remember when one 4-horse bus 
was sufficient to parry the passengers arriving at Eedfcrn by any particular train, while now live omnibuses 
pud a double tram are sometimes insufficient, independent of those walking and using other vehicles.

WEDNESDAY, 31 MAHON, 1897. 

flrcffcnt:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, Esq., M.P. (Phksmxot).

John Juoxel I'nnAy, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Hknp.t Hassai/a, Esq., M.P. 
Geokok Biack, Esq., M.P.
Pbakcis Augustus Wjiiukt, Esq., M.P. 
Phase Paesell, Esq., M.P.

The Hon. Pkedekick Thomas IIuinuTKn v, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskiks, MX.C.
The Hon. Chabt.es James Egberts, C.M.G-., M.L.C.
Henri- Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.

Edward William Knox, sworn, and examined
E. \V. Knox. 1357. President] What evidence have you to offer ? Evidence more particularly with regard to
,—amalgamating the passenger and goods traffic. _ • j. tt j n i r

31 Mar,, 1S97.1S58. Are you aware of the proposal of the Eailway Commissioners to take a portion or Hyde 1 ark tor a
railway terminus ? Yes. , „ , ,, , .
1859. Do you approve of this ? No ; I am altogether opposed to it, on tbe ground that no one has the
rmht to dispose of the Park iu that way, but principally because I think there is no justification for 
moving the railway terminus into that position in the city. The cost would be very considerable. _ The 
station could not at any time be anything but an eyesore, and it would be, in fact, moving the station— 
which we may now regard as central, to a position where it will be more or less eccentric, so far as the
resident population arc concerned; in other words, I think that, for tho long-distance traffic, between the
present station and the Ilaymarket is, and is likely to bo, the most convenient spot for a central station. 
18G0. You propose to have your central station so that no railway communication shall come info the 

' city a distance further north than tho Ilaymarketyou propose to stop all passenger traffic there ? I
said the central station. .
■18G1. How then do you intend to serve the city P I did not give any consideration to that question, 
because I think that traffic is amply provided for by the present and projected tramway service, and 
provided for in a way which will be much more efficieut than a railway service could be, as no railway 
will have stations at the corner of every street. _ _
1862. What do you mean by the Hay market ? Belmore Market stands on the site of the old Ilaymarket.
1863. What land do you propose t o use for your terminal station ? I think tho station might be extended 
northwards, or, if it were decided to build a new one, it might be placed in the Belmore Gardens or their
immediate neighbourhood, n a- a -l
1864. Your idea, then, is to come as far north, perhaps, as Belmore-road ? Not further.
1805. Because if yon come further you have the same objection with regard to Belmore Gardens as you 
have with regard to the Park P I thought Belmore-road was on this side of the Park. _
1S6G. It is on the southern side of the Park ? I do not put Belmore Gardens on tho same footing as
Hyde Park. , .
1867. But still you recognise the same principle exists ? Not altogether; because I think, if the station 
bo made on tbe Belmore Park, almost a similar urea might be added to the Prince Alfred Park from the 
present railway-yard.
1868. Why do yon see any reason why Belmore Gardens may be used for railway purposes and not a part 
of Hyde Park ? Because’if you give the liailway Department a footing in Hyde Park the whole of it will 
be occupied by shunting-yards in ten years. It would bo found, when a quarter of it was gone, that the 
Park would be disfigured with buildings and advertisements of. ail descriptions, and the general feeling 
would be that, having unwisely let a portion of the Park slip, the rest of it might just as well go.
1869. You think that although the public feeling might be strong in tho first instance with regard to tho 
first quarter, the other three quarters might go easily ? So much damage would be done that it would 
not be worth while preserving the rest.
1870. And you lake tbe whole of Belmore Gardens at once? There is a street railway through the 
Belmore Gardens at the present time.
1871. You urge, then, that we should bring the Eedfern station as far as_ Belmore-road, and from there 
serve the passenger traffic of the city with a tram service such as is projected, with such alterations as 
may be necessary ? Yes,
1872. Yon do not think it a material thing that the 20,000 or 40,000 passengers from the suburbs who 
use the railways daily should be asked to tranship, as it were, into foams at the site you suggest? I 
think that wherever you put the station there must always be a certain amount of vehicular traffic to the 
destinations of tbe passengers ; in other words, if you land a man, whoso office is at the Custom House, 
at Hyde Park, he will want some means of conveyance, especially if the weather is wet.
1873. And you would give him a tram P I would, because he would have the option of getting off at any
.street comer he wished, 18/4.
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1874. Then it would require to be a very different tram service from that in existence from the railway at B. W. Knor,
present ? X do not know why. ■ _ ai'^vT^iRQ-
1875. Do you think that is satisfactory ? But there is another tram service which is to come into existence 31 iIar., ISO/, 
through George-street. I used the words “ present and projected ” when I commenced my statement.
187G. Do you think any suburban passenger loses half an hour a day—a quarter of an hour on each trip— 
because of the absence of a city railway ? My opinion is that the residents in the southern and western 
suburbs are carried into town on much better terms than aro the residents of any other suburbs, and tboy 
are carried at the expense of the residents of the other suburbs. I know of no reason why the man who 
lives at Double Bay should pay twice as much for his fare into town as the man who lives a further distance 
in the other direction, both being carried in vehicles run by the Government.
1877. What is the fare from Double Bay ? Threepence.
1878. How far is Double Bay from Sydney? Two miles to the corner of Pitt and King streets.
1879. How far is it from King-street to the railway station ? I do not know; but I have just been informed 
by a man living at Summer Hill, 6 miles from Sydney, that it costs him 3d. a day to get in by train aud tram.
1880. Losing sight for the time being of tbe comparative services in various parts of tho city, you believe 
there is no justification for tho extension of the city railway much beyond tho present terminus ? I think, 
when the question is fairly considered, that it will he found that the extension of the city railway much 
beyond the present terminus cannot pay, taken by itself.
1881. The Eailway Commissioners are of opinion that it will ? I thought they said that if they were 
given Hyde Park, and could make the central station there, they could make interest oii the cost which 
would have to he met.
1882. Your proposal is to allow the railway system to terminate, approximately, at Eedfern. In order to 
get into the city, passengers have to pay a fare of Hd. each. It is probable that they would continue to 
pay that for any tram service which is given them; therefore the tram would be doing for a fare of ILL 
a service which the railway should certainly get something from if it lands them (say) at tho corner of King 
and Pitt streets ;—why should the railway carry them for nothing ? It should not. The passengers 
would save nothing, because most of them would take some other means of conveyance.
1883. Prom where? Prom Park-street. The distance from there to tho Custom House is 1 mile.
1884. You say you do not see where the returns will be ? I said that when the question was fairly faced 
the return would he found to be inadequate for the cost of the line.
1885. Because of the presence of the George-street tram and other means of communication? Yes.
1886. Are you aware that the Elizabeth-street tram caunot be well worked with the present traffic upon 
it ? I know it is very heavy.
1887. And to relieve it of the present railway service you would provide a more efficient service for the 
suburbs? But the probability is that the George-street tram will take almost the whole of the railway 
service.
1888. Do you think a passenger from Summer Hill or any other suburban station would get out at Redfern 
and enter the electric tram running along George-street, or would continue to King-street and get out 
there and walk tho distance separatiug the two systems, it not being much more than 200 yards? I 
understood that the proposal to have a station at King-street was altogether withdrawn. In wot weather 
the bulk of the passengers would unquestionably leave tbe station at Eedfern and take the tram.
1889. Even if the railway station were at the junction of Elizabeth and King streets? Yes.
1890. You believe that George-street is more centrally situated ? It goes without saying,
1891. Tho question is how much? It would be more central probably for three-fourths of the people.
Tliere is a very large office population on tho western side of George-street.
1892. Are you aware that there is a necessity for tho railway authorities to move from Eedfern? I 
understand it is necessary to provide additional accommodation, which is a different thing.
1893. Are you aware that the Railway Commissioners believe that if tho railway is not extended a now 
station will require to be laid out somewhere about the Benevolent Asylum ground ? I have heard that 
stated. At the same time I do not accept it.
1894. Mr. JTo&kins.'] It has been stated that in extending the Eedfern yards southward, and in making 
the yard wider, the cost of resumption would be as great as the cost of resuming land in the city? That 
might he, hut I did not suggest that the railway-yard should be extended southward, but northward, over 
Devonsbire-street, You would get no more revenue from it, but you would get additional accommodation 
at a very small cost. I hold that money expended on a large railway station, with important buildings 
around it, is money thrown away.
1895. Mr. Humphery.'] Is there any other city in Australia where the terminal station for suburban 
passengers is so far distant from the centre of the city as ours ? There is no other large city in Australia 
which is situated like ours. The business part of Sydney is on a narrow tongue of land.
1896. Is not the terminal station in Melbourne close to what is regarded as the heart of the city ? It is 
at least half a mile from the Post Office. It is a mile from Goldsbrough-Mort’s ivoolstore, and it is 
three-quarters of a mile from Parliament House.
1897. How far is the Brisbane terminal station from the heart of tho city ? The heart of tho city of 
Brisbane is the steamer-wharfs, which are three-quarters of a mile or a mile from the station.
1898. How far is it from tho Post Office to the Brisbane station? Probably half a mile. The Brisbane 
station is quite outside the business of the town.
1899. Howr far is it in Adelaide? It would be hard to get far in Adelaide from tbo centre of tbe town.
1900. As a matter of fact, is not; our terminal station for suburban passenger traffic less convenient than 
the terminal station in any other city in Australia ? Not considering the proportion of the traffic which 
comes by it.
1901. Have you ever lived in the railway suburbs ? No.
1902. Would it not he more convenient for the thousands of people living in the suburbs to be deposited 
at or not far from King-street ? Yes, if they were prepared to pay for it; but they wish to be carried to 
the corner of King-street at the cost of the rest of the community, who I think might well object to that 
being done.
1903. Is it fair to say that, if we are told by the Commissioners that they are prepared to make an 
additional charge for transit from Eedfern to or somewhere near King-street ? But the suburbau people 
ask for a very large expenditure for a central station, which I maintain is not required.

1904.
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E. W. Knox, 190i. Ton tliink it is unnecessary to make any change beyond providing the additional accommodation 
'-"rA——' ’which is found to be absolutely requisite for the management of the railways ? That ia so.

31 Mw.j 1897. ^903. And that it would be better to spend as much money at Eedfern in making the necessary 
alterations as would be needed to give a terminal station in the city? Yes; if that expenditure is 
necessary at Eedfern. _
1906. If we are told that it will be necessary to spend almost as much on tho site of the Benevolent 
Asylum as to bring tho railway into Sydney, aro you still of opinion that it would bo better to spend 
tbe money, as suggested, upon the old station site ? Somewhere between the present station and the 
Haymarket.
1907. Although that would not give any greater convenience to suburban-railway passengers than the 
present station ? Tes.
1908. Have you considered the question of the goods traffic ? Tes.
1909. Are you prepared to express any opinion as to tbe desirableness of connecting the railway with the 
various wharfs of the city ? Yes. I would first say that I think the goods traffic and the passenger traffic 
should be kept altogether apart. Then, as regards tbe. proposal which lias been made that tho wharfs on 
the eastern side of Darling Harbour should be resumed, in order that tbe railway line should be taken 
along that side of the harbour, I would say I think there is not the smallest justification for such a 
proposal. The coat would be enormous, and the convenience problematical. There is not now, nor is 
there likely to be in the immediate future, auy unbroken trade between tbe country and tbe sea—in 
other words, there would neither be traffic inwards nor outwards direct between tbe country districts and 
the sea; and under those circumstances the wharfs which the Government already control at Darling 
Harbour are adequate for the present, or for a very considerable expansion of tbe trade which requires 
wharfage premises adjacent to the railway line.
1910. Is it within your knowledge that there has been any difficulty in obtaining all necessary wharfage 
accommodation for our shipping ? Tbe wharfage accommodation in Sydney is at present considerably in 
excess of the trade.
1911. Is it likely to continue so for any long period ? I think tbe present wharfage accommodation is 
equal to a very much larger trade than we have uow, and there is ample room for expansion.
1912. "What is your opinion as to the probability of any direct trade, which would not need intermediate 
handling, rcacliing the shipping, or passing from the shipping into the country; take the wool traffic and 
all our produce, and give a little attention to the coal traffic, and also to the dead-meat traffic ? fSo far as 
tho wool trade is concerned, I think tho tendency is entirely towards the sale here of the whole clip, I 
think the proportion of wool which will go direct from the station to the ship is likely to diminish 
rather than increase. So far as the coal business is concerned, I think the present arrangements are 
adequate for a long time to come. The mines on the coast can ship more cheaply than any mine can ship 
in the harbour, and I think it extremely improbable that any further provision would have to he made for coal 
during the next five years. The only other commodity which is likely to he shipped would be wheat, in 
the event of the production considerably exceeding the consumption. That may come to pass this year 
or next year, hut I think it unlikely that any considerable quantity would ever have to be shipped; 
because when you come down to export values on the basis of 1895 prices, you will find that the production 
of wheat is an unremunerative industry so far as the Colony is concerned—in other words, it could only he 
grown at those prices by the exhaustion of the land upon which it is cultivated.
1913. What about the meat trade? I think it will be found that private enterprise is quite ready to deal 
with the meat trade if it is secured from Government interference. At present I am disposed to think that 
private enterprise is prevented from entering on the business by fear of G overnment interference.
1914. With regard to the produce from the country, your opinion is that it must reach a distributing 
depot before finding its way to tho shipping ? Tes ; aud that applies in the same way to the imports.
1915. And the imports, in the same way, would not be sent direct from the ship’s side to the country, but 
must pass through a distributing medium ? Except for a very small proportion.
1916. Have you formed any opinion as to the probable value of all the wharfs which would he necessary 
to have a complete system of railway communication ? The probable value is the probable sum the 
Government would have to pay for them. I could not say what figure would be asked for the wharfs.
1917. Do you think it would run into millions? Yes.
1918. Do you think, as a commercial transaction, there would ho any appreciable return for the outlay 
which must be incurred in carrying out a scheme of this kind? The only way in'which the interest 
could be paid would be by an increase of the wharfage rate, which would hamper the trade in Sydney in 
the same degree as the higher wharfage rate in Melbourne hampers the trade there.
1919. Therefore it would be more economical to allow tho existing state of things to continue than, by 
making a connection with the railway, to largely increase the cost of shipping, especially as the Govern
ment already holds the larger proportion of the wharfs in Sydney, and can thus keep down the wharfage 
rates and prevent any combination to raise them;—are you aware that several new wharfs are being 
constructed in "Woolloomooloo Bay? Yes.
1920. Do you think they will be fully occupied? Not unless they give rebates much in excess of what 
the private wharf-owners are prepared to give,
1921. Are you of opinion that Woolloomooloo Bay is as convenient for shipping as Sydney Cove, Miller’s 
Point, and Darling Harbour ? It certainly is not.
1922. Why? Because it is further from the principal stores and the railway station.
1923. Is the storage accommodation in proximity to the wharfs sufficient to attract shipping ? There is 
no storage accommodation in Woolloomooloo Bay except the wharf-sheds.
1924. Of course any complete system of wharfage connection with the railway must include Woolloomooloo 
Bay ? I do not think there is any reason for that.
1925. Assuming such a thing as the resumption of all the wharf frontages for the purpose of railway con
nection, would you omit Woolloomooloo Bay from such a scheme ? I do not see auy particular advantage 
in carrying the railway to Woolloomooloo Bay, because I think the Government own sufficient water 
frontage in Darling Barbour for any railway works they wish to carry out.
1926. You concede that it would ho an incomplete system ? I cannot see that the Colony would derive 
any advantage from throwing away more money by connecting Woolloomooloo wharfs with a service 
from which they could get no business.

1927.
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1927. Mr. J}lach?\ Are you of opinion that as regards population Redfern station is centrally situated?
It is more central than any other position you could got about Sydney. 81 Mar. 1897.
192S. Do you know the Flinders-strect station, Melbourne ? Yes. ’’ '
1929. Do you know the low-lying lands away from the city towards Port Melbourne, St. Eilda, and East 
Melbourne? Yes.
1930. Is there not a radius, on each side,- of from 1 to !■£ mile, nothing more nor less than a desert waste, 
hardly built upon, and in some cases merely a depot for rubbish ? "Within, I think, half a mile of the 
river it is all built upon, and to a great extent with stores, most of which are, hoivever, empty.
1931. I mean on the other side, going towards the sea, as it were; there is a large quantity of land taken 
up by public* parks; there is a G-overmnent reserve; there are the banks of the Yarra and a sort of 
common ■which lies between the railway station and what used to be known as Emerald Ilill; further 
along there is a great deal of desert waste land behind wrhere Langland’s foundry used to be situated?
Yes; I was speaking of on or about tbe Palls Bridge, where the ground is thickly built upon; but above 
the railway station there is a great expanse of vacant land.
1932. In fact, almost from Spcncer-street right up to what is known as Tolimont? Yes.
1933. "Would you not say that, so far from the Blinders-street station being in a central position, possibly 
tbo Melbourne Public Library would be more nearly tho ccntro of the city ? The Post-oflice, I think.
1934*. Do you know Adelaide ? Yes. '
1935. The Adelaide railway station used to bo situated on the North Terrace;—would yon consider that 
the centre of the city ? It has the city on ono side and the parks on the other.
1936. Then, to say that the Sydney railway station is less central than that of any other city of tho 
Colonies is to make a misleading statement? I do not think it quite squares with the facts of the case,
1937. Is it not a fact that the extension of the citv of Sydney to the north is barred by the waters of Port
Jackson? Yes. _
1938. Is it not likely that in years to come the Redfern station will, so far from being central, be situated 
much more to the north of the virtual centre than it is now ? The trend of the trade of Sydney is towards 
Redfern, south of the Town Hall.
1939. You might alter the centre of population by building a bridge to the North Shore which ivould 
induce a large settlement on the northern shores of the harbour? No; because you would get too far 
away; then tho settlement would have to be on tbo crest of the ridge to a great extent.
1940. But suppose you did alter tho centre of population—that would not necessarily make the removal 
of the Redfern station compulsory, because it would simply mean that the bridge could be used as a 
moans of carrying a railway, which would lessen the concentration of traffic at Redfern, and thus make 
that station more equal to tho requirements than it is now ? I think you can never make Redfern station 
anything but central.
1941. Do you see any advantage to be gained to the public by bringing the railway to Hyde Park ? To 
the general public, no.
1942. Do you think there is any advantage to he gained for administrative purposes ? No.
1943. Do you know of any demand from the country people for conveyance to the water’s edge ? No.
1944. The demand is from suburban residents ? Prom residents in the southern and western suburbs— 
not in tbe eastern, northern, or north-western.
1945. Is it not evident that if it is tho demand of the suburban residents which has to be met, no matter 
where they may bo situated, tbe country cannot bo benefited by tbe removal of the railway station ;—would 
not a loop line—something which would take the traffic out of Redfern station in one direction and return
it to Redfern station by another—be more likely to meet the demands of the public ? I think, considering 1
the material of the ridge upon, which Sydney is built, and the way in which the town is laid out, that the 
convenience of tho public can for the future be more easily met by the extension and improvement of the ■
tramway system than by any extension of tbe railways into Sydney.
1946. In other words, by a system of light railways running more continuously than they do now, and on 
the streets ? Yes.
1947. Mr. Clarice!] Do you think the accommodation for passengers would be increased by bringing the 
railway to Hyde Park ? I do not think any advantage corresponding with the cost would bo gained.
1948. You object to any portion of Hyde Park being taken for railway purposes ? Entirely.
1949. You know that the traffic at Redfern is very much congested, and that it is necessary to have
increased accommodation? I believe that to be tbe case. .
1950. You think the extension of the railway over Devonshire-street, and placing the station on the site 
of the Benevolent Asylum and the Cemetery, would be sufficient ? Yes, for the next few years. There will 
always be a difficulty at the Redfern tunnel, whether the station is on the Benevolent Asylum site or 
Hydo Park.
1951. Axe you of opinion that it would not be to tho public interest to resume the wharfs on the eastern 
side of Darling Harbour, from Dawes Point to tho railway station ? I am.
1952. Do you consider that for export business the wharfs now in possession of the Government 
give sufficient accommodation ? I think that if carefully mauaged they would bo sufficient for the entire 
trade of the port—that is, assuming, of course, extra wharfs are put on Darling Island.
1953. Do you think you could do away with private wharfs altogether ? I would much prefer to do away 
with the Government wharfs.
1954. Do you think the wharfs at present in Darling Harbour, and in fact all over Sydney Cove, give 
sufficient accommodation ? Yes; aud I am quite sure that any business is conducted more cheaply and 
better by aprivate enterprise than by any Government.
1955. Is "Woolloomooloo, for some portion of the trade, not a very convenient placo for landing goods ?
It is as convenient as any other place, only you have to pay a little more for cartage. You cannot get 
out of "Woolloomooloo Bay without going up a fairly steep hill.
1956. Mr. Regan.] You say a necessity exists for greater accommodation at Redfern on account of the 
congested nature of the traffic ? I said I understood that was tbe case.
1957. You say tbe traffic is so congested that you would remove the station northward ? If I said that,
I said what I did not intend. I said that more land might be taken there in order to allow the increase 
of the station accommodation.
1958. One proposition is to resume the ground upon which the Benevolent Asylum is situated, and

to
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^ CTCC^ a station and platforms there at an estimated cost of £400,000 ;—would it not be bettor to carry
31 Mar 1897 ^ne .^° I’ark, iu order that the Commissioners may obtain a return upon the capital expended ?

’ ' \am ^u’k0 against the expenditure of £400,000 upon the Benevolent Asylum site, and X am quite confident
that such an expenditure is unnecessary. The traffic can be worked with wooden platforms covered with 
galvanized iron just as well as with big brick buildings. Anyone who has seen the traffic go out of 
bpencer-street station on a busy day knows what can be done with a station which I should not think cost 
more than £20,000.
1959. If the evidence of the liailway Commissioners goes to prove that the extension is necessary, aud 
that the proposed buildings are not out of the way of the requirements of the day, you would, £ suppose, 
give some consideration to that evidence ? Yes; but if I had to find the money I would not find it.
1960. But if the Bailway Commissioners can show that by their proposed scheme they will be able to 
recoup themselves for tbe outlay, is not their proposition a fair one ? No; I do not approve of their 
having Hyde Park at all, and I do not think they say they can recoup themselves unless they get Hyde 
Park.
1901. Do yon think there is any more opportune time than the present for the resumption and buying of 
land for the construction of the railway ? It is quite cerbain the value of laud is being depreciated; but 
it seems to me quite probable that its value will be further depreciated if, for instance, there is any further 
addition to the land tax.
1962. You have 'stated that tho Bailway Commissioners are asking the general public to pay for the
extension of the railway when only a comparative few will benefit by it ? I stated that tbe extension 
would be built at tho cost of the general community, rather than at the cost of the people who profited 
by it. ' '
1963. If the Commissioners have shown that by charging a fare of Id. or lid. into the city they can pay 
the interest aud redeem tbe capital, will not the charge be upon the shoulders of those who travel by the 
railwayI do not think the Commissioners propose to redeem the capital out of the fares.
1964. If our railways pay interest on the money borrowed, arc they not doing fairly well ? Yes.
1965. If it is shown that the proposed extension will pay the interest on the capital expended, would 
you not admit thatthoso who will profit by it aro those who pay for it ? But 1 hold that the expenditure is 
not warranted on any ground. If the country has the money to spend, it would be much better to spend 
it in tbe extension of railways into the country, A railway down the valley of the Lachlan, for instance, 
would attract a large amount of trade to Sydney which is now lost to it. J
1966. As a whole, you are against the extension of the railway into the city ? Yes.

THURSDAY, 1 APRIL, 1897.
present;—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, Esq., M.P. (President).
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Hoherts, C.M.G-., M.L.C. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alered Lee, Esq., M.P.

John Lionel Began, Esq., M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.

William Greenwood, Assoc. M.I.C.E., sworn, and examined:—
Greenw d -President Have you been occupied on any works in tbe Colony? Yes; I built the Pott’s Hill

^esoc!0 ' 1,e3prvo’r> f°r the Government, and the Circular Quay. I have been engaged on a good number of works. 
M.I.C.E. 1968- Have you a scheme which yon desire to lay before the Committee ? Yes ; I produce a plan and 

section of it. I take it that this Commission has to deal with the City Eailway, consequently I have only 
1 April, 1897. shown a line from Eedfern to the Circular Quay, but it forms part of a circular railway which will go round 

the eastern suburbs—to Woolloomooloo, Paddington, Woollahra, Waverley, and Bandwiek.
1969. Your levels are so situated that they will permit of that ? Yres.
1970. Will the same remark apply to an extension to North Shore ? Yes. The proposed line, 
which was designed ten years ago for a double line of railway, traverses the heart of the city; it passes 
through the busiest portions and accommodates all the western and northern ferries. It is capable 
of extension to North Shore by a high-level bridge, or train ferry, or subaqueous tunnel, through 
cither Dawes Point or Port Macquarie, and forms part of the circular railway through the eastern 
suburbs—Bandwiek, Kensington, North Botany to Erskinevillc. The line being circular is easier and 
cheaper to work. The cost of the land, buildings, &c., is light, owing to the non-interference 
with valuable buildings. It passes through a considerable amount of vacant land. The cost of 
construction is very, low, as tbo material from tbe cuttings will be utilised for the buildings. There 
will he stations at tho Town Hall, Wynyard-square, and Circular Quay. They are all wayside stations 
for passengers only. Goods depots will be provided at all the eastern suburbs—Bandwiek, North 
Botany, Waterloo, &c. I propose a loop-line from about Petersham to the cast of the Warren Brick 
Company's works at St. Peter’s, resuming about 70 acres of land for gravitation sidings to accommodate all 
the goods traffic, whether suburban, lllawarra, Belmore, southern, western, or northern. Circular railway:— 
The line about to be described forms a portion of a projected railway from Eedfern via Circular Quay, 
Woolloomooloo, Darlingburst, Paddington, 'Woollahra, Waverloy, Bandwiek, Kensington, Botany, and 
Erskinevillc, joining the lllawarra branch, through Eveleigh to Bedfern. Boute;—A railway commencing 
at the northern end of Bedfern terminus, passing over Devonshire-street; thence across the Benevolent 
Asylum grounds and tramway sheds, passing on a viaduct over Garden-street, Belmore Park, Hay-street, 
Belmore Markets, and Campbcll-street; thence iu open cutting east of the Natatorium, under Goulburn- 
street, passing west of tbo New Masonic Hall, under Liverpool-street, turning in a north-westerly 
direction under Pitt-street, Union-lane, and Wilmott-lane, and passing west of Water and Sewerage 
Board Offices; thence under the junction of Bathurst and George streets, passing in front of tho 
Town Hall, and by a tunnel from Druitt-strcct under York-street to Wynyard-square; thence in an 
open cutting under Margaret-street and lane, passing east of tbe Scots’ Church, under Jamicson-street
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iind Church Hill, through the reserve; then under Charlotte-place, shirting the east side of Harrington- 
street, and curving under George-street, at its intersection with Essex-street; then in a north-easterly 
direction under Pitt-street and Alfred-street, passing under the crown of the road in front of the Custom 
House; thence under PhiUip-street at its intersection with Albert-street. It is called Alfred-street at one _
end and Albert-street at the other. Euture extensions:—If it be decided to connect with North Sydney i April, 1S97. 
by a bridge a junction ivould be effected at the Wynyard-square station; hut if a tunnel be decided 
upon, then by a junction at Circular Quay station. Stations—Eedfern station:—A new station to be 
built in the Benevolent Asylum grounds—terminal as to all long-distance traffic, but through for local or 
suburban trains. The suburban traffic, which is 90 per cent, of tho whole, would go right through.
Benevolent Asylum station, being terminal only for long-distance traffic—and all the suburban trains 
passing through this station will be relieved of all the shunting. Mr. Parry stated before the Commission 
that it was not the traffic so much as the shunting in tho Eedfern yard which caused the difficulty. The 
local traffic being 90 per cent, of all the traffic, it follows that much less siding and shunting, accommoda
tion will be required at the Benevolent Asylum station than would be the case at Hyde Park station, 
because there it would be dead-end station. Shunting at a terminal station blocks the incoming and 
outgoing trains, whereas by trains passing through all lines are left free. There is no terminal station on 
my line in the sense of a dead stop, because it forms part of a circular railway. The Town Hall station 
would be through or wayside station, extending from Bathurst-street south towards Wilmot-lane. It 
would be a daylight station, and the booking-office would be at the south-eastern corner of Bathurst and 
George streets—that is to say, that the building now occupied by Hep worth, the taiior, would have to be 
resumed, remodelled, and made into a station. Wynyard-square would be a through or wayside station, 
extending from Wynyard-street northerly, with a booking-office at the south end of Wynyard-square.
It is possible it might be better to resume the building at the comer of Wynyard-etreet and York-street, 
and utilise it as a booking-office, instead of building on the Wynyard-square portion. At Circular Quay 
there would be a through or a waysido station extending from the west side of Pitt-street to Loftus- 
street—that is to say, from Crane’s store to the Paragon Hotel—with a booking-offico opposite the North 
Shore Eerry. Pending the extension to the eastern suburbs, provision for shunting would have to be 
provided on the proposed extension east of Circular Quay station. If you made the lino to Woolloomooloo 
or to Paddington at the same time it would not require it.
1971. Let us take it for granted that the only question this Commission deals with is tho line for 
passengers into Sydney, You have got to Circular Quay, and you require some area for shunting 
purposes? Yes,
1972. You lose the benefit of the loop line by temporarily stopping at the end of the Quay ? I do not 
presume you would stop at the Quay. I presume when you are making the railway you will make the 
circular railway.
1973. But supposing it was determined to stop at the Quay ? I would continue the railway forward 
beneath Phillip-street towards Woolloomooloo, and would use what would form tho main lino in the 
future for the shunting-ground.
1974. Would you put four lines right ahead ? No ; only two.
1975. And you think they could be used for shunting purposes ? Yes. ' ‘
1976. They would be in a tunnel ? Yes.
1977. And anything beyond the two lines which eventually went round tho eastern suburbs would be a 
heavy expense? Eor the eastern suburbs certainly two lines would be ample.
1978. Could you shunt on those two lines? 1 do not think for one moment you would stop at tho 
Circular Quay, The line through Woolloomooloo, Paddington, Woollahra, and Waverley would pay 
from the start,
1979. Then you say you would only require a wayside station at the Quay, because if your scheme is 
accepted you believe it would be wiser to carry out the eastern suburbs extension at the same time ?
Assuredly. I may say that my estimate of the cost is with regard to a line from Eedfern to the Circular 
Quay. With regard to the advantages of the line I may state that the lino would serve the heart of the 
city—a district at present unprovided with tramways. Hence it would create its own traffic without 
abstracting traffic from the existing Elizabeth-street tramway. Eedfern Station : —Long-distant travellers 
encumbered with luggage would invariably take cabs from this station,1 which is as central for Sydney as 
any point you could name. The Town Hall station being in close proximity to the new markets would, be 
very convenient for the general public, Wynyard-square station being within 100 yards of the 
General Post Office would be very central for the general public, and in addition to accommodating the 
numerous offices, warehouses, and manufactories in York, Clarence, Kent, and Sussex streets, would also 
give convenient access to the ferries at King, Lime, and Erskine streets. The Circular Quay station, in 
addition to affording accommodation to the northern portion of the city, would also give direct access to the 
numerous ferries plying to the northern shores of the harbour, Manly, &c. A projected station at the main . 
entrance to the Botanical Gardens, near Lady Macquarie’s Drive and the Art Gallery, would accommodate 1
a large amount of pleasure traffic. The cost of this line would be cheaper than that of any other route, as it
does not necessitate the purchase of any valuable buildings, and for a considerable distance passes through 
vacant land. The most valuable building on the whole route is tbe one at the corner of George and 
Bathurst streets—Hepworth’s, the tailor. Next to that, the Naval Brigade Hote!, at the corner of 
Essex-street and George-street is the most valuable. With regard to the George-street electric tramway,
I do not think my proposal will make the slightest difference to it. Whenthe first tramway was laid down 
in Sydney, Mr. Goodehap had to give a distinct promise that when the Exhibition was linished he would 
take it up. On that promise the tramway to the Exhibition was constructed ; wo all know the result. The 
next tramway was for the racing people to Bandwiek. Following that, the whole of the tramways have 
been built. At that time everyone said the ’buses and cabs would bo mined. 1, myself, laid out the line 
in Oxford-street, and every cabman who came along did his best to run over me. At first it was single 
line, and was subsequently made into a double line. The fact is that the growth of Sydney is so great 
that you may put down an electric tramway iu George-street and it will not make any difference to the' 
railway. With regard to electric tramways, I may state that I rode from Ealcon-street to the Miiitary- 
road on the electric tramway nine months ago. If the tramway in George-street is the same as that, there 
will be a swaying, pitching motion of the cars like the pitching of a ship at sea. and the people will prefer 
the railway to the iramwav.
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^ 1980. Mr. Fegan!\ Instead of having an electric tram along George-street would it not be possible to give 
Greenwood’ convenience required by means of a train ? I do not think so. Increased facilities cause increased 
M.LC.Ef trallic.

1981. President.'] What will be tbe length of the line P One inilo and 70 chains. The' Benevolent 
1 April, IS97. Asylum station will be a true surface station. We have heard of stations in Hyde Park, passing beneath

Liverpool and Park streets, described as surface stations, but as a matter of fact they are 20 feet below the 
level of Elizabeth-street. Prom Belmore-road to Campbell-strcet, across Belmore Park and the Market 
there would be a viaduct with 40-foot spans. In preparing an estimate of cost I bad no borings, but I 
assume the foundations to go down 15 feet. '
1982. What is the length of your viaduct? Twelve or 13 chains. I do not propose to disturb any of the 
streets excepting Devonshire-street and Pitt-street North. At Goulburn-street there are 20 feet of depth 
in cuttings, and from there to Bathurst-street it varies up to 30 feet.
1983. What is the length of the road which will be cut? With the exception of 30 chains of tunnel in 
Tork-street, the whole of the line is in an open cutting. York-street and some parts have from 3 to 5 feet 
of shale and bastard rock. At the Circular Quay tho rails will be practically 12 feet below the present 
road—6 feet below means high-water mark. With regard to sewers I am somewhat at a disadvantage, 
because I cannot get information as to their locality. The main sewer which falls to Bondi, in Harrington- 
street, I go beneath. There is one in Liverpool-street which I am above. There is a- small one in 
Devonshire-street, but that is common to every scheme which crosses Devonshire-street.
1984. Now with regard to the cost ? I may state that you have had a statement of cost of land puthefore 
you which told you nothiug but that the land would cost £1,200,090. How that was arrived at I do not 
know. The Government officials in valuing land for a scheme not suggested by themselves usually value 
it at ten times more than they would were the scheme suggested by themselves. I have prepared two 
estimates—one for a double line, and the other for a quadruple line; they are as follows:—

Estimate of Cost—Double Dine.
Land, 24 acres at £103,000.................................................................................................... £259,000

----------- £259,000
Works......................................................................................................................................  138,182
Stations, &c..................................    140,500

£278,082 
27,808 
13,931 .

—---- — 320,484

.£579,484
Estimate of Cost—Quadruple Line.

Land, 3J acres ........................................................................................................................ £370,000
-----------  £370,000

Works...................................................................................................................................... 224,928
Stations, &c...............  156,500

£381,428
Conti ngen ci es............... '........................................................................................... 30,000
Engineering ........................................................................................................... 15,000

------------ 426,428

£790,428

Contingencies, 10 per cent. 
Engineering, 5 per cent. .,

FRIDAY, 2 APRIL, 1897.
^rfsrnt:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. M.P. (Pbesident).
The Hon. Ebedekicit Thomas Humpheuy, M.L.C. 
The Hon. .Tames Hoskins, M.L.C,
The Hon. Chaeles J ames Bobekts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connoe, M.L.C.
Heney Clarice, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Began, Esq., M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.. M.P. 
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

William Greenwood, Assoc. M.I.C.E., further examined:—
W. 1985. President] When we ceased yesterday you were about to give information with regard to the cost 

Greenwood, of your scheme ? Yes. I should like to correct an impression that has got abroad that I propose a 
terminal station at Circular Quay. My proposal is that we should have a circular railway. With regard 

M.I.C.E. cog(. 0£ £jl0 qi|,ie area required will be acres for a double line and 3f acres for a quadruple
oline. On the double line there will be 45 chains 30 feet in width ; on the four lines there would be same 

^ ’ '’iength, 54 feet in width. ... . .
1980. The Departments say that the lowest estimate is 80 feet width ? They only require 80 feet for six 

. lines of rails. _
’ 1987. Mr. Hoskins.] But they require spare land on each side of the line? No; they build vertical

walls about 4 feet 0 inches from the rails. There is no need to go beyond the ordinary bridge width.
1988. President!] You believe 54 feet is ample for four lines? Yes. ■
1989. And you propose to have perpendicular walls ? That may or may not be. As a matter of fact the 
ground in many places is of such a nature that you would not require a wall at all. .
1990. Is 54 feet sufficient if the walls are perpendicular? Yes, and it is if they are not.
1991. Then the question resolves itself into one of batter ? That is a mere nothing.
1992. Are you prepared to give us the details as to the cost of the land ? The way in which I got at it 
was this: I got the city assessments for the wards and I divided it by the number of acres of land in the 
wards; that gave me the assessment value. To that I added one-ninth, the assessment being nine-tenths

■ of the rental. ' ■
1993.
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1993. How do you get your result from that? The mean assessment value is £3,325 per acre ; to that 
you add one-ninth, which gives you £3,095 per acre for the average rental—I take it at £3,700. I take 
it at twenty years purchase, and that gives me £74,000 per acre. I allow 10 per cent, for compulsory 
purchase; I allow 10 per cent, for lessees’ compensation j I allow 20 per cent, for severance; and that 
'gives £103,600 per acre. ■ 2 April, 1892,
•1994. That amount is pretty well the same as we have had placed before us on several occasions, excepting 
that the area taken by you is much less;—supposing you had to resume 20 acres of land, the cost would 
Virtually be £2,000,000 ? T hope to show the absurdity of doing that, 1 ■
1995. You have reduced the width to 54 feet? Yes. ■
1996. If wc had a basis of 100 feet in width, you would reduce it by one-half ? Yes. ■
1997. If wTe had a basis of 80 feet, you would reduce it to 50 feet, or three-eighths ? Yes,
1.998. Then that explains a good deal of it? No; only a portion. Mr. Perdriau said it would take 
130 chains to get from Eedfern to the Circular Quay on the west side of Elizabeth-street. To get from 
'Eedfern to Hyde Park you have 50 chains in length, but you only pass througli 20 chains of private land.
He assumes that, if you go on the west of Elizabeth-street, you pay for the whole of it, but, as a matter 
of fact, you only pay for 45 chains. The saving in length is in 30 chains from Eedfern to Campbell-street, 
no matter whether you go east or west of Elizabeth-street, for which you do not pay. ‘
■1999. Then what is the total length of your proposed line from there to the Quay P From that point to 
Eathurst-etreet it is 20 chains, which I pay for. Then I begin to pay again from the northern angle of 
"Wynyard-square to Pitt-street to Cranes, which is 25 chains.
2000. Your contention is that since from Bathurst-street to Wynyard-square the line will be in a tunnel, .
you do not require to pay for land ? Certainly. '
2001. What is tho length of your tunnel ? Thirty chains. It has been suggested that there may be 
compensation to pay, I point out, however, that the Postmaster-General has built a tunnel along 
Barrack-street, Clarence-street, and the whole length of Pitt-street, and I am not owrare that he has paid 

‘one penny compensation for damage to buildings,
2002. What is the size of that tunnel ? When completed it will be about 4 ft, 6 in, in width and about 
7 feet high.
2003. I suppose you could not get a safer place in Sydney in which to make tunnels ? You certainly 
could not get a better place than York-street.
2004. Mr. Hbsiins.] I suppose there is a greater probability of injury to property from tunnels along 
which trains weighing hundreds of tons pass than there is from shallow tunnels used to convey the 
telephone wire ? That is not the case. So far as vibration from a train running through the tunnel of 
sandstone rock is concerned, you will never know there is one there if it is once built, I have assumed 
•that I have purchased the whole of the land all the way through, but in England I should not do so. I 
should pay for tho easement to go beneath the property.
i2005. President] We have now got as far as Pitt-street ? The rest is Government ground up to Circular 
Quay.
2006. Have you taken into consideration the ventilation of the tunnel ? Yes.
2007. How will you ventilate it ? By ventilating shafts along the street.
2008. Where would the outlet be ? In the centre of the street. -
•2009. Mr. Hoskins,'] Like the sewers ? No ; they might resemble the urinals in the street.
2010. What cover would you have in the streets ?” Prom 10 to 20 feet.
'2011, Mr. Humph cry.]. What is the depth of the sewers in the streets ? York-street is ou the ridge, and 
.the waters fall to Darling Harbour. There are no sewers in York-street, excepting small pipes.
2012. Do you go below the sewer in Pitt-street ? There is only the Tank-stream there, There are pipe 
sewers, but the fall is so great that you can do anything yon like with them.
2013. Mr. Wright.] Where do you cross Pitt-street? At Union-lane. There is only the Tank-stream
at Pitt-street which could be diverted alongside the railway. There would be no difficulty about that. ■
2014. President^] Can you give us the cost of your construction ? Yon may take it roughly that it is 
£42 per yard right through.
2015. What is the cost of the portion from Eedfern to Bathurst-street ? £65,000. That is for a distance
of 60 chains. The next 40 chains, including crossing George-street, will cost £81,000. If you deduct 
that from £225,000 it leaves the balance—say £79,000—for the remainder. That is for works. Yesterday 
T gave you the stations at £156,500, or a total of £381,428. To that yon have to add £30,000 for con
tingencies aud £15,000 for engineering. It rune to about £42 per yard for the whole of the railway for 
double lino, or £68 for quadruple line. '
2016. Of which one-fifth is tunnelling ? Yes. There are the contingencies and engineering to be added; .
which will make it about £50 per running yard for double lino, or £76 for quadruple line. r
2017. ^ Even if this work which you suggest were carried out, it would not be complete or effective until 
you joined Circular Quay with St. Peters. Therefore you have to continue that work at once, or provide 
a temporary terminal station at; Circular Quay, or build enough of the southern extension to shunt upon ?
Yes, that is a very small quantity. 1
•2018. Have you any estimate to enable you to judge what the eastern extension would cost ? About 
£50,000 a mile for the whole distance.
2019. How many miles ? One route makes it 14 miles—of which there would be only about 10 to con
struct from Circular Quay, 1
2020. It would cost, then, about £500,000 right through? Yes. 1
2021. What is the estimate for the shunting conveniences which would be necessary beyond your railway
at Circular Quay ? The railway would finish at the Paragon Hotel. From there to Phillip-street there 
are from 8 to 10 chains spare ground for shunting. ■
2022. Ecu take it for granted that you could use that for shunting purposes? Yes. 1
2023. The question is whether you would be permitted to use it? I would point out that all the roadd
would cross to every point in tbe same way as they do now, ' ]
2024. But you first of all lay down four lines of railway. That means some obstruction. If you shunt
and move the engines round it means that a considerable amount of traffic will be brought into existence 
which is not there now, and which might interfere with the ordinary traffic? No; cabs and other, 
vehicles cross there now in such a way that you do not know where they are going. If they are confined .
to the roadway you will know where they are going. 2025.

,W.
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2025. You have stated that you will be G feet below high-water-mark at Circular Quay ? Yes.
2026. How do you propose to get to tbe North Shore boats? The station will be somewhere near tho 
revolving advertisement board. Being 12 feet below the roadway you could, if you thought fit, construct 
a subway for the whole of the passengers.

■2 April, 1897. 2027. Do you think that would be satisfactory for the 6,000,000 people who at present land at Circular 
Quay? Decidedly.' ^ I propose to shunt directly in front of the Custom House as far as Phillip-street. 
X then start upon a rising grade to take all the goods traffic from the Quay,
2028. Do you know how many passenger trains per day would require to come to Circular Quay ?Probably 200. r B ± j i j
2029. Spread over a period of fifteen hours ? About that. I point out, however, that for every train 
coming in to tbo Quay there must be ten trams coining into tbe Bridge-street yard, where they can deal 
with the traffic without trouble.
2030. What area do you _ propose to shunt upon ? Eight or ten chains in length and four lines of rails
in width. Pour lines with switches will be sufficient to do all that is required. The idea of shunting 
m front of the Custom House is only a temporary measure, my contention being that there should be a 
circular railway. J 6
2031. Mr. SoskinsI\ If it is a fact, as has been stated in evidence, that tbe railway station at Eedfern is 
so cramped that it is no longer useful except as a wayside station, where would you put all tbe rolling- 
stock which is kept at Eedfern Station for the service of trains ? Ninety per cent, of tbo traffic will not 
stop at Eedfern. If the line is made as a circular railway, Paddington will correspond with Ashfield, as 
regards a terminal station, for about 30 per cent, of the trains; 30 percent, might go as far as Eandwick, 
and the remaining 30 per cent, would complete the circle. The whole of the long-distance traffic, of 
course, would stop at Eedfern.
2032. Then you do not propose any additional accommodation for the long-distance traffic? Yes; I 
propose a new station in the Benevolent Asylum grounds.
2033. How much land do you presume would be required at your proposed new station ? As far as the 
rads and platforms are concerned, about 250 feet in width. "
2034. "Would that make provision for the large amount of rolling-stock which of necessity must be kept 

-at the station where there is the largest number of trains ? You still have the old yard at Eedfern left. 
You have the same room plus the room you get across Devonshire-strect.
2035. Then, if the station on the Benevolent Asylum site were built, and tbe Department continued to 
use the Eedfern station for keeping rolling-stock, you would, when you were forming trains to be des
patched from the Benevolent Asylum site, require to run carriages between it and the Eedfern station? 
les ; if you were marshalling a train to goto Bourke, you would do as you do now.
2036. What do you anticipate would be tbe cost of tbe Devonsbire-street station ? I have put down 
£100,000 for it.
2037. Then, in reality, you would have two shunting stations in addition to Eedfern, namely, the 
Benevolent Asylum and the siding near the Custom House ? The siding at the Custom House is merely 
temporary. I am assuming that the Government will carry the railway right round.
2038. You propose that the railway should be 54 feet wide? Yes.
2039. Is that sufficient for working the traffic between the Eedfern station and tbe Benevolent Asylum ? 
No. Although the railway itself would be only four lines wide, tho Benevolent Asylum stalion platforms 
would be 250 feet in width.

W,
.Greenwood
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2040. What would be tbe width of the road or roads between Eedfern and tbe Benevolent Asylum ? 
Between the buildings themselves there would be a width of 250 feet, occupied either by rails or platforms. 
Ihere would be ten or twelve platforms to the whole length of that station.
2041. That would take up a large amount of ground, would it not ? 800 feet by 200 feet is not a great 
orvfo'S ^'VOLl^ meaT1 about 5.acres of ground being taken up by the rails and the platform.

v I gather you do not anticipate that the Government will be subject to actions-at-law for damages 
to the foundations of premises, caused by the construction of tunnels ? I do not say so. They are liable, 
or course, but I would be glad to undertake to cut down the whole of York-street vertically, from top to 
bottom, for a very small amount of compensation.
2043. But would the contractors undertake to malce good any actions-at-law brought against them forcompensation ? They would, r, j d o
2044. If the contractors undertook to meet all claims for compensation would it not tend to increase tbe 
cost of the work ? ^ No; because there is no danger whatever. For instance, there was not one penny 
onr =: 1T1],comPcnsa^o:n connection with the excavation of tbe new. markets.
which excava^on not abut on private property ? No ; but there was not a piece of stuff
2046. Will the whole of the tunnel he of solid rook ? Yes.
oouq’ some SydIiey sandstone rock very jointed? Some of it may be.
ir-iSirbS'' &umpkery-] What would be tbe cost of your complete scheme, including compensation?
£o00,000 more than I have given for the line to Phillip-street,
2049, Have you estimated that that will cover not only tbo cost of construction but compensation for the 
resumption of land between Circular Quay and St. Peters ? Yes ; but the figures I have given with 
regar to Eedfern and Circular Quay I am prepared to swear to. With regard to the others I am only expressing an opinion.
2050. What width of resumption have you between Circular Quay and St. Peters ? Where land is dear 
you would merely buy a vertical strip for a double line, but where it is cheap you would buy more and 
would not erect retaining.walls.
20nl. What portion of the 10 miles from the Circular Quay to St. Peters, via Paddington, would be in 
a tunnel r 1 could not say ivithout taking a section.
2052. Ihen your estimates in connection with that line are approximate, and not the result of calculation or survey ? Yes.
2053. From the Quay to St. Peters, via Paddington, you have adopted tho plan and scheme of theEngineer ior Bailways ? Yes. J r 1
2054. So that the only portion of tbe scheme for a circular railway which will be original in your design is
rom Eedfern to Circular Quay ? Yes. It is only ordinary engineering work to go round the suburbs. On 

. pages
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pages 48 arid 49 of the report of the Royal Commission on the extension of the railway into the city and 
the North Shore bridge connection, Mr. Deane boils down the whole of the schemes to three, and pins his 
faith on the scheme marked “ L.” My scheme betters “L.” He says:—

The value of any proposal must be rated according to the extent to which it complies with the following require- r 
ments : For convenience of working the traffic, it should have either a large space for a terminal station, or should have a g April, 1897. 
loop for returning trains, so that shunting may be avoided, or it must form a complete loop itself, [I form the complete 
loop by making the circular line,] .

It should be capable of extension to the North Shore, either hy bridge or otherwise ; it should^ pass through tho 
■ present Redfern station, in order that this may form one stopping-place ; it should be capable of extension to the eastern 
suburbs, and should he continuous with such a line, so that passengers may be able to travel without change between those 
two suburbs and to any part of the city. [That, my scheme does.]

The line should be in cutting or on viaduct all or nearly all the way, and tunnel or covered-way should he avoided as 
much as possible, on account of the difficulty of properly ventilating the same, a difficulty which, in the climate of Sydney 
and with a smoky coal, is a very serious one, [They told you the other day there was no difficulty in ventilating a 30- 
chain tunnel,] .
^ Mr. Deane’s scheme, marked “ L,” is to cost £2,000,000 to get to the Quay, and I propose to do 
it for one-third of the money, including land resumption. With regard to the “ L ” scheme, the report 
states :—

On the condition that suburban traffic only is carried beyond Redfern, he sums up the pro and ton of the proposal 
thus 11 Advantages of modilied route—(1) Takes the western side of George-street, and therefore serves the suburban 
traffic best; (2) allows of terminal station if required at Harringtou-streot; (3) allows of loop if required instead of terminal 
station ; (4) allows of connection with North Shore hy bridge ; (5) allows of connection with North Shore by any other 
method, as by tunnel, equally with any other scheme ; (6) can be extended past Circular Quay ; (7) can be extended to 
eastern suburbs.

The only disadvantage which he sees in regard to the line is the great cost in resumption.
2055. President.'] It is further north than yours ? That is the beauty of it. His line is too low down.
Further on he says:—

The position of the loop, as suggested by Mr. Munro for the modified line, is quite practicable, but it misses the 
best station, Wynyard-square.
That is where I have a station. There is not one thing which Mr. Deane recommends which I do not do.
The Chief Commissioner and Mr. Deane say in this report that the long-distance traffic is not to go beyond 
Redfern station, and that is what I say too. On the whole, there is not one objection raised by Mr.
Deane in this report which could be applied to my scheme.
2056. Mr. Humphery.] Have you kept iu view the strong opinion that the goods and passenger traffic 
should be kept separate ? I do not lose sight of that. I propose that you should have your goods stations 
on the circular railway. There will be no goods stations at the Town Hall, "Wynyard-square, or Circular 
Quay; but tho trucks will go alongside the ships if the ships are at the Quay, and the produce can go 
straight into the ships. The wool also can go direct into the stores.

-'93 
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Greenwood,

Assoc.
M.I.C.E.,

TUESDAY, 6 APRIL, 1897. 
grmnt:-—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (pREsmiNi).
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Hummert, M.L.C. Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C. John Lionel Fegan, Esq., M.P.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,M.L.C, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P,
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P. Francis Auciustus Wrioht, Esq., M.P.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.
Oswald McMnster, Civil Engineer and Contractor, sworn and examined:—■

2057. President.'] Are you accustomed to the construction of railway works ? Yes.
2058. Do you desire to lay before the Commission a scheme which you regard as the best for bringing O, McMastcr. 
the railway to the city? Yes. I will describe the scheme “A," which provides for a station at the
position now occupied by the District Court, and also takes up 2 acres of the Domain at the rear of the ® April, 1897. 
Colonial Architect’s present Department. ■
2059. I believe the route you suggest is similar to that of the Railway Commissioners and all other routes, 
until you pass Liverpool-street, and then the line takes a turn to the north-east? Yes. I may explain 
that although I adopt the same route as the Railway Commissioners, I do not take the same amount of 
land, I allow the same amount of money in the resumption, although I only provide for four lines instead 
of six. The features of scheme “ A ” are as follows:—

This scheme, which is shown in rod on plan, has for its principal feature the utilisation for the central station of the 
Government property at the top of King-street, now occupied hy the District Court, &c., with a loop-line running round 
the Domain and hack to the station for the working of the suburban traffic; and an extension to the North Shore, to con
nect with the North -Shore and Hornsby railway at a point near the present terminus at Miieon’s Point. It also provides 
an intermediate station at the intersection of Albert and Macquarie streets, with a level approach from the Circular Quay.

Land required.
It is to be noted that the only land required for this scheme will he the 2| acres of Government property at tho 

top of King-street (together with a small piece of the Domain at the back, now but little used); a narrow strip at the 
King-street end of Hyde Park ; and a belt, less than 1 chain wide, extending from near the Technological Museum round 
the lower portion of the Domain at the hack of the Art Gallery-----
2060. "Would tbat be open ? Yes; it would be built on piers. .
The only resumptions required will he in that portion of the line between Redfern and Liverpool-street, and the extent 
of these to be used for railway purposes will he less than in the Railway Commissioners’ scheme, owing to the reduction 
in the number of lines of way between Redfern and the central station, as subsequently explained. If it be deemed 
advisable to construct'the railway through Hyde Park by the cut-and-cover method, as shown on plan, then tJie whole of 
Hyde Lark vdll he left in its present state, and no portion of the line, on the Sydney side, vnttpass under any private building 
or through any private property beliveen Liverpool-street and Fort Macquarie, or even to Lavender Bay.

Description of scheme.
The description of this scheme is as follows Starting from Redfern station, four lines of way will be carried over 

Devonshire-street and through the Benevolent Asylum grounds and Belmore Park to Liverpool-street, along the same 
route, and in a similar manner to that described by the Engineer-in-Chief for Railway Construction for the Park-street 
proposal. Passing under Liverpool-street, the lines will he carried under Hyde Park by the cut-and-cover method, 
■where tho depth below surface does not allow of tunnelling, and under Park-street to a point near the King-street end 
of Hyde Park, where they will curve into the central station at the top of King-street, My object in carrying tbo

railway
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O. McMnster. railway underground is that there may be no interference with the surface of the Park. As far as cost of construction
* fioe!b I estimate that there would he'a saving of over £60,000 by keeping the line in open cut throughout, and this would
G April, 1897. I10 count meet with the approval of the Railway Commissioners, by reason of the increased facility of working. Still, if,

in the opinion of the Royal Commission, it is thought undesirable to encroach upon the Park, I would submit that tho 
fact of the line being covered would not occasion any discomfort to the passengers from smoke and fumes, such as might be

• , “10 <??se w'th a deep underground railway. In the present instance the lines would be so close to the surface that very
excellent ventilation could be obtained throughout by means of vent dating grids—suitably spaced at frequent intervals— 
and causing inconvenience to no one.

' Central Station.
The central station, as proposed, will occupy tbe area of Government property bounded by Macquarie-strcet and 

St. James -rood—about 2J acres in extent—and will also extend back a short distance into the Domain. Tho station
building will be three storeys high, the two upper storeys above the level of the street, to provide the office room required 

the Railway Commisssioners, and the lower one for station accommodation at platform level. Entrance to tho station 
will be provided from King-street, at the present level of the street, by means of steps leading down to the different plat
forms, as in the present suburban stations, and also outlet to or from a new road to be constructed between retaining walls 
from Elizabeth-street, at the junction of St. Jamcs'-road, passing under the lines and coming out in front of St. Mary's 
Cathedral, as shown by neutral tint on plan A. This road will be 100 feet wide, and will give access to the station for cab 
and other vehicular traffic, as well as providing for the exit of passengers from the various platforms.*
The loop-line to which I refer, after passing out of the central station, goes in an easterly direction, and 
then north to within a short distance of Woolloomooloo Bay; it then turns round under the Botanical 
Gardens in a westerly direction, aud returns to near the northern entrance of the central railway station, 
pretty well parallel with Macquarie-street, The tunnel commences about the Curator’s house on the edge 
of the Botanical Gardens, and continues until the line returns to King-street.
2061. That is to say, the first half, as you go east from the proposed central station, is open ? Tes; and 
from there, as it turns and enters the Gardens again near Woolloomooloo Bay, some of it will be open 
and some underground. The whole of it can be kept underground through the Gardens.
2062.. If the Commission determine to adopt your scheme it will be possible to have the whole of your 
loop in tunnel excepting near to "Woolloomooloo Bay, where there can be an open resting-place for your 
traffic? Tes.
2063. Mr. Humph fry.] "Would a 12-chain curve lengthen the line? Tes, about one-eighth of a mile.

St. Jamea’-road will he left in its present state, the levels being in no way interfered with. It is to be particularly 
noted, as a feature of this scheme, that the central station-building will not require to he so large and costly ns that pro
posed in the Government scheme, since, with the loop-line as shown, there will be no necessity to provide more than six, 
or at the outside ten, p] atfornis un der the main roof, and these, being required to accommodate on) y one train at a time, can 
bo made considerably shorter than those shown in the Government proposal. With the loop-line there will also not he the 
danger of collision, essential to a scheme in which the central station is a dead-end and where a considerable amount of 
shunting will be required. '

From the back of the central station, as proposed, the line will be taken in open cut through the Domain to a point 
near the Art Gallery, and thence as an elevated railway round the lower portion of the Domain and adjacent to Cowper 
Wharf, Woolloomooloo Bay. passing into a tunnel (under the main drive to Mrs. Macquarie’s Chair) at a point near the 
residence of the Curator of the Botanical Gardens. A station can bo very easily provided at Woolloomooloo Bay if so 
desired,^ though, personally, 1 sec uo great necessity for one in such a position at present.

The dotted black lines on plan represent an extension which would be valuable for various purposes, including 
possibly coaling, shunting, and spare carriages.

If it be deemed expedient to proceed with the North Shore connection at the tame time as the city extension—and 
I very strongly advise that this should be done—then three or four lines will be carried from the central station (as shown 
on diagram)—tsvo to servo North Shore traffic, and one or two for loop-line purposes only. After entering the Botanical 
Gardens the three (or four) lines will he carried below the surface to the stone wall which runs between tbe upper and 
lower gardens, whence the loop line will curve back again (in tunnel) to the central station ; and the two North Shore 
lines will sweep round under the Garden Palace grounds, in front of Government House stables, to the intermediate 
Circular Quay station at the intei'section of Albert and Macquarie streets. With the 1-in-50 grade for which the line is 
designed, there will be no disturbance of the surface throughout the Botanical Gardens and Garden Palace grounds.
2064i-5. Have you a platform in proximity to tlie Water Police Court in your scheme ? Tes; and it will 
he 20 feet below the surface, tho proper depth for convenience of working, and more convenient than op 
the surface. ■

Circwfar Quay Staiion.
Tins will be an underground station, cut out of the solid rock, and open to tho air above, to which access will be 

obtained on the level of overbridge by an airy and well-lighted subway, to be constructed from the Circular Quay beneath 
Albert-street. It is thought that this station will prove a great convenience to passengers from the western and eastern 
suburbs who wish to travel by the various ferry steamers from the Circular Quay to Manly, Neutral and Mosman’s Bays, 
&c., and especially so at holiday times.

From the Circular Quay station the two lines to North Shore will continue in tunnel to Fort Macquarie, us shown, 
and thence under the harbour in a double subway of special design to Beulah-street, Kirribilli Point, whence they will bo 
taken underground on a rising grade to connect with the present North Shore and Hornsby line at a new station midway 
between Milson’s Point and the head of Lavender Bay. '

Subway mub:r Cte Ifnrbour.
No scheme for the city extension can be considered complete which does not provide for connecting with North 

Shore, and for bringing the rapidly-increasing traffic on the North Shore and Hornsby line, either over or under the water, 
into the city. In the present scheme prevision is made for taking two lines under the harbour in a double subway, about 
1,700 feet long, consisting of two cast-iron tubes, each 20 feet in diameter, encased in concrete, and having a concrete 
lining. By adopting two tubes in preference to a single large section of subway the ventilation will be much improved. 
Iterge ventilating shafts will be provided on either side of tho water, and each train as it passes through will then draw the 
air in the tube after it, and there will he no confusion of air currents from trains travelling in opposite directions, as would 
lie the case in a single subway with a double line.

Construction of Subway. '
The method in which it is proposed to construct tho subway is as follows First, a strip of the bottom of tho 

harbour along the line of section will lie dredged until the surface mud and silt have been removed and the surface of the 
underlying clay exposed. Then into the excavation thus formed the sandstone spoil obtained from the excavations for 
the line on both sides of the water will ho tipped, and well rolled in layers, the finer portions of sandstone and sand being 
carefully filled in between the larger blocks of stone, so as to form a homogeneous mass. A layer of bluestonc ballast 2 feet 
thick will then ho spread on the sandstone, and the top surface rolled level and well consolidated by means of a heavy roller.
It may "be thought that it ia not practicable to roll under the harbour; hut it is practicable if you load the 
roller with lead or other material. If the lead weighs 13 tons it will only weigh 1 ton less under the water. 
It is practicable to take a large roller underneath and roll tho sandstone.
2066. President.'] Has it ever been tested ? Tes; it has beou done in rivers. I have done it myself. 
Tho depth would be about 55 feet. 2067.

Note (on. revision) ;—This subway will carry tramways, if desired. It is required for convenience only, as it admits 
the traffic to the city descending in place of climbing; so that to enter the station you descend, and to leave the station 
you also descend.
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2067. You have no douli’t a l-in-50 grade would bring you from the described station at Albert-street to McMaster., 
the deepest part of your tunnel ? Yes.

The subway will (.hen be built on shore in lengths of 50 feet—complete all except the internal lining—floated out, 
snnk, and conneeted together under water by divers, no dilticulty being anticipated in this part of the work. At tlie ends 
special arrangements will bo made for the connecting up of tho subway from bulkheads near the ends of the sections of 
tunnel on either side of the water. This method of construction is held to be both feasible and economical in a case like 
the present where shield tunnelling is out of the question, owing to the quantity of overlying silt, and the depth at which 
a shield-driven tunnel would have to bo carried. '

_ The clear waterway over the top of the subway when completed will be 40 feet below high-water mark, a height far 
in excess of auy probable requirements, and at the depth at which the'subway will be founded the velocity of tho tidal 
current will be so slight that the tendency to cause scour or ailting-up will be practically nil. The maximum pressure, duo 
to dead and live load, which can come upon the foundation of the subway will be Jess than a quarter of a ton to the square 
foot, a quantity ivoll within tbe limits of safety, and it is not at all probable that there will be any subsidence in the 
foundation ; however, to be absolutely on the safe side, provision is made for correcting any such variation that may occur 
by spraying in cement and sand through tubes spaced at frequent intervals over the bottom surface of the subway. The i 
subway ■will be on the level throughout, the ruling grade of the lino on each side of the water being 1 in 50, as against a 
gradient of 1 in 30, which it has been stated in the evidence given before the Commission, would be required in approach 
to any bridge between the City and North Shore, giving tlie necessary clearance for masted vessels. The cost of tho 
Bubw'ay would also be considerably less than that of any bridge that could be built over tho harbour.

G April, 1896.,

The cost of my subway throughout, including the dredging and putting everything iu place, will not run 
above £170,000—that is, for two lines of railway. J/estimate the cost of the line from Eedfern station, 
including the loop-line, tho station-buildings, and back again to King-street, at £536,000.
2068. That is the complete scheme to enable you to work a terminal station ? Yes; it is a complete city 
scheme.

. ■ . . . , Xorth Shore Approach,
The line on the North Shore side has been kept under the streets as much as possible, in order to avoid resumption. 
It will rise from the Beulah-street end of the subway on a grade of 1 in 00 to near tbe front of the North Shore 

station, which it is proposed to construct at the position shown on plan.
The total cost from the loop to North Shore will be an extra £330,000, so that I should connect Eedfern 
station with Milson’s Point at a cost of £366,000.
2069. Mr. Humph cry But the Circular Quay station would not be practicable unless you extended the 
line to North Shore? It certainly could be used in the city extension, hut it would be in tunnel, and 
would not bo very convenient to work; but it would cost so little extra to take it to North Shore, and tho 
Circular Quay station would essentially bo a North Shore station.

■ ' ' Scheme B,
• If, in the opinion of the Commission, it is deemed expedient to have the central station in Hyde Bark, then I would 

submit lor their consideration the Scheme shown on plan marked H, which embodies all the points of scheme A, viz., tho 
loop-line, intermediate station at Circular Quay, and connection with North Shore by means of a subway, Tlie resumption 
required on the Sydney side in this scheme would also be nil (between Liverpool-street and Tort Macquarie), since tbe route 
lies everywhere through or under park lands and Government property, with the exception of that portion of tho loop-line 
which passes under the centre of Macquarie-street, and this portion will be kept everywhere well clear of the building-lines 
of that street, so that there will be no damage to property or disturbance of the foundations of buildings.

As will be seen from the plan, a central station is provided at the King-street end of Hyde Park, with a new roadway 
for .vehicular traffic, similar to that shown on tho Government plan. This station, however, can be made of smaller 
dimensions than in the Government proposal, owing to the reduction in the number and length of the platforms, duo to the 
inclusion of the loop-line in the scheme, as before referred to; and the additional area of the Park, in front of the station, 
required hy the Railway Commissioners for shunting purposes, will not he necessary in this scheme, so that the total 
encroachment on the Park will bo only 6 acres, as agauist 12 acres stated to be required for the Government proposal.

, . . Boute B.
From Redfern to tbe central station tho route followed will be similar to that in tbe Railway Commissioners’ 

scheme. After leaving the central station the line will curve under tho District Court, &e., at the back of which it will 
come to the surface again, and it then follows practically the same route as in scheme A, with the exception that in this 
Case the loop-line will return to the central station by way of Macquarie-street, as shown on plan.

The cost of this scheme will be, approximately, the same as for scheme A.

Suggestion# for Working Traffic,
Should it be deemed advisable to adopt either scheme A or scheme ii, including the North Shore connections, then I 

would suggest that the railway traffic might be worked in the following manner :—
1. Long-distance trains from the west and south, after depositing passengers at the central station, to run round loop 

and hack to Redfern, for cleaning, inspection, kc, ; long-distance trains from the north to come by way of North Shore 
line to the central station, and thence to Redfern for the same purpose.

2. tSuburhan trains from tbe western suburbs to Parramatta, from tbo Northern Line, between Strnthfield and 
Hornsby, and from tlie Illawurra suburbs, to be so arranged that a certain percentage would ran round the loop back to 
the central station, and start thence again to their respective suburbs, the loop being sufficiently long to allow of a number 
of trains lying there till their starting-times. Tbe remainder to continue on (stopping at the Circidar Quay station) under 
the harbour aud by way of tbe North Shore Hue tn Hornsby, thus providing a continuous service between tlie western 
suburbs, &c., aud tbe North Shore and Hornsby line, and virc rerxi).

In conclusion, my opinion is, lirstly, that the city extension is u very urgent matter, and should be proceeded with 
nt tbo earliest possible date ; secondly, that tlie route followed should lie on the eastern and not ou the western side of the 
city. . Upon the question of whether tho Royal Commission considers the utilisation of Hyde Park for railway purposes 
expedient or otherwise will depend the position to lie adopted for the central station—aud this is really the crucial point 
of the whole matter; but in any case 1 would strongly oppose the idea of any extension which stops short of King-street, 
und from the many persons I have conversed with ou the subject I am certain that tbe majority of the travelling public 
arc also of my opinion. Either of the schemes which I submit will serve the public convenience in this respect, aud they 
also make provision for other requirements, which will certainly have to he dealt with immediately upon the completion 
of the city extension, and which should consequently be considered therewith.
2070. Mr. Lee.'] You would come througli the Benevolent Asylum and Belmore Gardens, as proposed hy 
the Eailway Commissioners ? Yes.
2071. You would make no alteration until you got to Liverpool-street? No.
2072.. At Liverpool-street you would keep deeper to get under the Park, instead of keeping on the 
surface, as proposed by the Commissioners? Yes. ”
2073. What would the cover be composed of ? Brick arches or iron trougliing.
2074. "Will the cover be above the surface ? No ; 3 ft. or 4 ft. under. ■
2075. So that practically it will be a tunnel ? Yes ; but it will be much cheaper to construct.
2076. Mr. Stmpheri/,'] What will be tho length of your longest tunnel ? Two-thirds of a mile.
2077. Mr. Lee.] You propose to take 3 acres of the old Brigade Office? Two and three-quarters there,
and 2 acres in the Domain. 2073.
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0. McMasttr. 2078. Do you propose to take the present frontage to Albert-street? I would take the site now occupied 
by tbe District Court, the Barracks, round by the road to tho Domain, and then take 2 acres square in 

6 April, 1897. 0-£ the Domain, never now used.
2079. Would that interfere with the Mint? No. _
2080. What would be the effect of having that railway station alongside the Infirmary ? They would
never know it was there. Tou could not see it from the Infirmary. _ _
2081. It will practically be a city station ? Tes; but there will be no outlet into the Domain. It will be
in Macquarie-street and King-street. f , _
2082. And there will always be the noise incidental to working a large station ? There will be a noise,
certainly; but I do not think it will be any greater than what is made by the tram traffic in Elizabeth- 
street—not so much. , ,
2083. At all events you would take Inside the Domain wall a square 2 acres ? Tes; it would interfere 
only with one little road, which might be shifted a chain.
2084. It would block the road ? Tes; but it could be moved out any distance, being on the level surface.
2085. Where is your next resumption ? I have no more resumptions then.
2080. Would your trains be running above ground between that point and Woolloomooloo Bay? Tes; 
on brick archos, or you could fill the ground in.
2087. Would the arches be sufficiently high to admit of traffic underneath ? Tes. _
2088. Do you cross the head of the bay or keep to the foreshore ? We keep inside the Domain the whole
way. .
2089. Above ground ? Tes ; until we get round near the Curator’s house, and we go almost under his
house. _
2090. Mr. Humphery.] What is tho estimated cost of the loop ? Eirst, 14 chains would cost £5,000— 
that is what is above ground ; the loop from the Domain would cost between £29,000 and £30,000.
2091. What is the length of the loop ? About a mile. _
2092. Would there be any platform? It has been proposed to put a platform opposite Cowper Wharf,
but I do not think it is necessary. <
2093. It would be practicable? Tes ; you could eorac out almost level with the Art Gallery.
2094. With much additional cost? Only the cost of the station and platforms.
2095. Mr. Lee.] That could be done at any time ? Tes. _ _ ^
2096. Mr. Wright.] Would it not interfere with the purpose for which you design the loop? No ; but

" it would mean another station. _ _
2097. ilfr. Humphery^] How would it he practicable to have tbe station at the Circular Quay, in connec
tion with your scheme, for a loop from King-street round Woolloomooloo and back to King-street? It 
will be easy, but you will have to go down near the wall in the Gardens, and the line would have to be out 
iu the open in places.
2098. Do you mean it would be a lengthening of your loop ? It would make the loop larger, and you
would go nearer to the shores of the Gardens. _
2099. Would it be practicable to have the loop larger and provide a station at tho Circular Quay ? Tes, 
and come up Macquarie-street.
2100. Mr. Wright.] Would it be practicable, without destroying any portion of the Botanical Gardens? 
There are certain portions of the Gardens where you would have to run on the surface.
2101. Mr. Humphery.] What would be the increased length of your loop, and the additional cost ? It 
would increase Hie loop about three-quarters of a mile. ■
2102. Would it double the cost? ■ No ; it would cost about £l5,000iextra. _
2103. Would you be able to provide all the necessary conveniences in connection with the terminal
station in the same way in which you propose to provide them by the plans submitted ? Tes; you could 
do everything else, but the curves at Circular Quay station would be rather sharper. _
2L04. What would he the difference in the curves ? I think the curves rounding on Circular Quay 
station, in the loop, would he about 8 chains.

WEDNESDAY, 7 APRIL, 1897.
grrstut:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).

The Hon. Feedhrice Tiiohas Humphery, M.L.C. 
The Hon. .Tames Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Bobekts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
Henry Clarke Esq., M.P.
Charles Alereu Lee, Esq., M.P.

John Lionel Began, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

Frederick Harrison Quaife, M.D., sworn, and examined;—
F. E. Qandfc, 2105. President.] Have you any scheme which you desire to place before us? Tes. . I hand in apian— 

M.D. portions of sections 33 and 34 of the city of Sydney—upon which I delineate a portion of my idea aud 
also a tracing unincumbered by any buildings.^ .

7 April, 1897. op()gi Will you read your statement ? Tes; it is as follows:—
A modification of the 1890 Hyde Park scheme proposed hy the Commisaioners, saving a considerable area of the 

Park, and giving an area for the terminus equal to that stated to be required.
Levels of the impoitant points are official, kindly supplied hy Mr. Deane, who also supplied a practicable curve

{railway). , ... . , , i
My remarks refer to the area for the station and yard at Park-street, and some important ones to the levels and 

conditions of tho southern quarter of the Park. _ ,
Plan is drawn on a copy of the largo city official map—sections 33 and 34—on a scale of 40 feet to the inch.

Boundaries of the Land. _
Castlereagh-street, north-west corner, to a point CO feet along King-street East, beyond the Supreme Court about 

400 feet; from that point to Park-street, parallel or nearly so with Castlereagh-street, about 1,440 feet; from Park-street 
point 145 feet to within 15 feet of south-east post of entrance to Park ; thence curved line of 12-chain radius to a point 
about 30 feet from corner north-east of Synagogue; thence a line proceeding to that corner and along the northern 
boundary of the building to Castlereagh-street; thence back to starting point at King-street, about 1,205 feet, along east 
alignment of Castlereagh-street.
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It might he necessary to take about 45 feet more at Park-street, cast of above, and thence to join tlie second line F- H. Quaife, 
through the Park to a point about 5S0 feet from Park-street; and, also, a strip along Park-street oast of that, sufficient for M.D.
a roadway. The area of this land is nearly 13 acres, and includes all that is wanted for tho station buildings, platforms, 
lines, and approaches. _ 7 April, 1S97.

To this should be added the rest of the site of St. James’ Church, and that part of St. Janies’-road cast of the lino 
from King-street to Park-street, on tlie eastern boundary of the station ground. Of the above addition there are almost 
two-thirds of an acre, and it is meant to lie added to tho Park in lieu of some taken away. It is bounded east by a curved 
line from the church to the entrance of the avenue. It is shown by red and black lines in the plan.

Contents of Priwipal Arm,
1. Tower and about one-fourth of the church.
2. Supreme Court and Land Titles Oflice.
3. Western half of St. James'-road.
4. Part of the Park—100 feet wide in the straight, ami lessening at each end.
5. Klizabeth-street from King-street to the Synagogue.
Ii, Market-street, eastof Castlereagh-street,
7. All the property from the Synagogue north boundary to King-street.

AfipuYtencmwi.
Area taken from Park is C acres, and 73 acres to avenue arc left, including two-thirds of an acre more, added as 

described above. _ _
Of tins area tho State already owns a largo portion, viz. ;—1. The Supreme Court aud Kcgistrav-General s oflice.

2. Tlie land on which the High School stands and on to Market-street.
The square block at King-street, between Klizubeth and Castlercagil streets, and also all south of Market-street to 

Synagogue would have to bo resumed. This should he now much lower in value than formerly. There is not much good 
property on it. The old Court-house would have to ho replaced probably where the Mint is, and that could be moved out 
to spare ground in the Barrack area, finch an institution should not occupy so magnificent a site as it does. A good part 
of the ground in Cast]erengh-street has only rookeries and hoardings on it. Of course the church would have to be paid 
for, and it is unfortunate that a fine new building should have been erected for an additional Conrt-honse close to it; but 
that is, after all, a small matter if the great public convenience of a railway terminus is considered.

Four hundred feet are taken because I understand that Mr. Eddy considers it necessary, or less of the Park might bo 
interfered with.

The expensive and fine Synagogue is to be carefully preserved, and this limits our facilities of approach, as we must 
enter the ground from the south to the eastward of tlie central line of the station. Tlie gentle curve necessary on the 
western side conveniently causes tlie widening of Castlereagh-street by about 30 feet, making it about 92 feet wide, which 
would give fine room for tlie great vehicular traffic which would be concentrated there. We still then get about 370 feet of 
width for the station. _

I have followed as closely as possible the published plan for the Park-street station, and have provided room for 
similar platforms and lines; also an interior cab-road to go in at Castlereagh-street and rise over two of the westernmost 
lines to a road out at the Synagogue, on a grade of about I in 13 for 170 feet, then a level or sligiit rise over the bridge.
Beside the Synagogue, a road nearly 30 feet leads out to Castlereagh-street, and lias a gateway to Elizabeth-street; also a 
o-foot footpath along the Synagogue wall. There, also, on the Castlereagh-street front, is provided a large luggage office,
100 x 85 feet, with a second front to a road-space opposite the Synagogue, hut separated by a wall from the roadway 
mentioned above. Such an office is provided in the Park-street plan, and is to be on tlie surface of tho ground, and have a lilt 
from the long western platform to its floor. This may be done here, but I would have underneath this building a basement 
which might be used for electric power plant for the lighting of the station, and also for part of the power necessary for 
working the tramways proposed to be converted from steam ones into electric ones. It would be found probably more 
economical to run the current from this central point than from the Eushcutter’s Bay station as proposed, and, if necessary, 
the room could be extended nearly up to the Synagogue, giving a very large si>acc indeed.

Room in the yard is provided for seven distinct platforms from 20 to 27 feet wide, with the necessary room for the 
lines between, as proposed by the Commissioners’ plan. The bridge at Park-street, is also made wide enough for all the 
lines required, with two supporting piers, each 3 feet 0 inches thick, with room for three lines between the piers and abut
ments and four lines between the piers. _

The levels shown are official, and give plenty of headway by raising Park-street from 1 to 2 feet over tho bridge, and 
an easy grade on each side to Elizabeth-street and towards College-street. I thiuk a fall of about 1 foot in the 5S0 from 
tho ends of the platforms will require a 2 feet rise at Park-street; more fall would of course require less. According to 
Mr. Deane, a rise of 2 feet 6 inches to 3 feet at Park-street would take them out level.

The level for the rails at tho platforms is 64 feet, being 3 feet as required below the level of Castlereagh-street at 
Market-street, or 67 feet. 'Tlie other levels at various points are shown on the map. The land rises on each side in Castlo- 
rengh-street. At King-street it is 74 feet, at Elizabeth-street S5, and near PhiUip-street 95. At Park-street, near eastern 
boundary of the station land, the level is S2 feet; and hence there ivould have to bea deep cutting with retaining-w-all from 
Park-street to King-street. Hence there ivould he required the excavation of the whole land from Castlereagh-street to 
the eastern wall, and this would be advantageous, ns tunnels to tho Quay and the eastern suburbs could run out from tlie 
last pairs of rails under Phillip-street and so on into Macquarie-street with plenty of head over them—20 feet being 
required for a double tunnel, but 15 feet or upwards for a bridge (10 or 11 feet left over the tunnel). A tnnnel can run 
along Macquarie-street to the Quay without any compensation payment by keeping it on the eastern side of the street.
The level of the station would provide for all sanitary arrangements. The platforms are all of the same length as in the 
proposed plan, and the carriage road is 30 feet wide.

At King-street there is a widening of 10 feet for the extra, traffic, and a roadway for cabs to the front of the station 
at the least part 35 feet wide, and as those cabs would be all taking people to the trains they would merely set down mid 
drive away. The cab-stand ivould be in Castlereagh-street. I do not presume to go into station arrangements, except in 
so far as to indicate what seems practicable. The general level is so near that of the land at Castlereagh-street side that 
there would he everywhere very small descents to the platforms hy either steps or inclined planes.

The traffic across the Park at Market-street.would be provided for by either an over-head bridge or sub-way, from 
which, if necessary, communication with the platforms enu he made, and ticket offices provided for requirements.

The trains along Elizabeth-street would he diverted across the Park-street bridge, and would curve round to the 
east side of the railway ground, and he carried on an elevated railway to King-street, where, hy a reverse, they would pass 
across the cable tram, as at present, and pass into Phillip-street, joining the present lines at the north side of Hunter-street, 
and tho awkward and very expensive curve from that street to Elizabeth-street would be abolished. The viaduct would he 
as light as possible, and its eastern edge would rest on the railway boundary wall, the other on the ground and eastern 
platform on iron posts ; it would have to be about. '22 feet or 24 feet wide. The curve at Park-street could he made much 
easier than the present one at Hunter-street, and there ivould be a gentle rise from Park-street to King-street. Hero note 
that as the trams arc probably to be converted into electric, the works would be much lighter than necessary to carry the 
present steam trams.

As the great mass of traffic would pass to and fro west of the station, it would be a great advantage to remove the 
trams ns proposed, as the traffic would no longer have to puss over the tram lines, and tlie entire tram traffic would be 
virtually only the length of the Supreme Court further away. I consider this point of especial value.

In advocating this plan it is well to point out that there has been a great increase in important offices and buildings 
within an easy radius of the site. Castlereagh-street, Elizabeth-street beyond King-street, and Phillip-street, are becoming 
more used, and as the area required becomes greater, Woolloomooloo, near the water, will be taken up more and more; 
also the eastern part of tho city, Darlingburst, &C-, should be considered.

If the station is west of Ceorgo-stroet, the eastern part of the city and the eastern suburbs will be left out in the cold, 
as the people will have to cross the main business parts of the city to get to it, while a railway to the east will be rendered 
almost impossible by the tremendous cost of ground and destruction of important buildings.

The main features of advantage in this plan arc :—
J, Its central position for a station, taking generally the cjty and suburbs, and the easy distance from it to the most 

important centres. ' ' 2.
136—N
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F. H. Quaife, 
M.U.

7. April, 1897,

Taking Mr. S. Forilriau’s values, as published, the area of the land from the Synagogue to Market-street is about 
£260,000; the King-street blouk, £102,000; making £;10'2,000. 1 would remove the Mint to (i roun’s Hoad at the barracks; 
remodel the whole site on which it stands, adding the space out to Albert-street from tbo Domain to Macquarie-strect. 
On this area there should be room for fine Law Courts of all kinds, a new High School in a much quieter and equally 
convenient position, and a new St. James’ Church, equally convenient with the present. ’The whole might he named 
Victoria Crescent, to commemorate the glorious reign soon to be celebrated.
2107. Ton have made a statement with regard to the cost of the land to be resumed between Castlereagh- 
street and Elizabeth-street, but you have not given us any statement of the cost of the erection of a new 
St. James’ Church, Supreme Court, and Eegistrar-General’s Office? No. With regard to the law courts, 
some day—whether the railway goes there or not—the question of new buildings will have to be 
faced. As far as I can see, the only space suitable for them—to provide buildings worthy of the city—is 
the space where the Mint is,
2108. Tour scheme carries with it the resumption of the block of land between St. Jamcs’-road and King- 
street with buildings thereon, and also the block of land extending northerly from the Synagogue to King- 
etrcct ? Tes.
2109. But the amount of Park resumption is limited to 5 acres instead of 12 ? Tes.
2110. Ton propose to widen King-street and Castlereagh-street? Tes.
2111. Tour scheme, however, closes Elizabeth-street, and renders necessary a deviation of tho tram-line ? 
Certainly.
2112. Wliat area, in addition to the 5 acres of the Park, do you propose to take ? The whole area 
between Castlereagh-street and Elizabeth-street.
2113. Tour central station, then, would be bounded on the west by Castlereagh-street, which would be 
widened, and on the north by King-street, which would bo widened ; then at Phillip-strect you pass into 
the Park, and take that area until you come to a point pretty well north, or midway between Market- 
street and the Synagogue; and then you come down easterly to Elizabeth-street—or do you propose to 
extend your area from Phillip-street to Park-street ? Tes. There will be a high retnining-vnll right 
through to Park-street', excepting that there will be a little extension to the east at Park-street to accommo
date horse-boxes and so on, if necessary. My area would bo practically the same in extent as that 
proposed by the Kailway Commissioners, with this addition: the area would be considerably longer 
than the Elizabeth-street and Park-street plan, and would, therefore, be in their favour. I understand, 
from some of the evidence given the other day, that one of tho difficulties is to get a long enough 
position to enable them to have a clear sight and ways. This plan would, J think, be between 150 
feet and 200 feet longer than the Liverpool-street to Park-street plan.
2114. As a medical man, how do you view the curtailment of parks in a city like Sydney ? Jf Hyde Park 
were the only park within a long distance, I would be one of the last to meddle with an inch of it; but 
when 1 know there are upwards of 200 acres of park land, including the 40 or 45 acres of Hyde Parle, 
within a stone’s throw, which for beauty and sanitary purposes are infinitely superior to Hyde Parle, and 
when I know that the convenience of millions of people is involved in bringing the railway into tho city, I 
cannot for one moment hold the opinion that Hyde Park must be absolutely sacred. I look upon it as 
just as righteous and proper to take the necessary jjiece of Hyde Park for a great railway terminus, in 
order to bring about an improvement in the traffic conditions of the people, as to erect a great building 
like the Art Gallery in the middle of the Domain. If there was no objection to doing this, there can be 
no objection to taking this small area of the Park, At the same time I do not put my plan forward as a 
better scheme than the Hyde Park scheme of the Kail way Commissioners, but I think you must come to

some
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2. The case with which lines can bo taken to the cast and tho Quay, when required. .
3. The comparatively small amount of valuable property to be resumed.
4. Half of tho property required is already in the hands of the State.
3. About 7 acres of the Park are saved, and possibly more may be on revision by the experts.
6. The removal of the old Court-house and fit, James’ Church will be no loss, but rather a boon, to the architecture

of the city.
7. The station is close to the general traffic, especially since the cable tram has been introduced.
8. The cost of construction of the proposed electric tram in Park-street would be saved—some £12,000 or £15,000.

1 should think this may be put against the removal of the new Court premises built next the church.
9. The proximity of the station to the great hotels and boarding-houBcs, clubs, public offices, the Library, Domain,

Botanic Gardens, Hospital, &e.
10. The widening of Castlereagh-street would be a great advantage, and would probably quite make up for tho 

closing of Elizabeth-street at the part required.
11. Tho great advantage of ending at King-street, so much nearer the centres than Park-street.
12. The southern part of tho Park, where the new station is proposed, is much the better planted and grown than 

the northern part. Along tho middle of it is a high ridge, from Bathurst-street to the avenue, and on this are 
tlie finest trees, and there is such a height here that by curving tho line east from the Unitarian Church a good 
head could lie got over the line, and tunnelling might get under these very fine trees without injuring their roots. 
North and south of them the ground might be opened, cut down, and, as much as possible, re-covered in. Near 
Park-street there is no valuable timber, as an inspection will sbow. Tho trees in the northern section are mostly 
old : Numbers have lately been lopped to make them grow better. If the lake in the southern part is injured a 
new one might be constructed somewhere else in the Park to make up for it. The drainage will probably rather 
improve matters than otherwise in such a. shalcy soil. How little the presence of a high cutting injures trees may 
be seen near the Clcveland-street bridge, whore there are some very fine and old trees in the grounds of St. Paul’s 
Church, Redfem, which abut upon the railway yards.

Tho objections no doubt are:—
1. Mechanical. This the railway engineer alone can settle: hut I iiave, so far as 1 know, avoided any.
2. The closure of streets. The gift of a fine railway terminus will quite make up for this.
3. Tho compeusatiou. On any other route, the Park excepted, this will be simply enormous. It should be taken on

the land-tax returns sent in by the proprietors, and with the usual additions for compulsory resumption and for 
buildings. *

The block next King-street no doubt is the most valuable. The High School might bo removed to the vacant semi
circle at the Colonial Architect’s Office—a much more suitable and quieter place ; and, as I said before, the Law Courts to 
the present site of the Mint.

It would be fully worth the money to bring the station to King-street, and the additional distance would be only so 
much nearer the Quay for any extension.

1 do not sec why so much provision for horses and carriages should he made as proposed ; there are about 540 feet 
of line frontage in the Park-street plan. All the racing stahles, 1 think, are out Randwick and Waterloo way, and room 
for horse-box trains could be most conveniently got at Rcdfcrn or on the Benevolent Asylum site ; but a little room for 
casual purposes may lie easily supplied, and in my plan would require a little extension of the width of the Park-street end of 
the enclosure. Tliis is shown in the plan.

Values.
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some sort of compromise. X would sooner not spend a- large sum of money to shunt the railway to tiie west, K, H. Quaife,
in order to spare the Park : but I would sooner spend that large sum of money in having the railway M-P-
thiin leave the Park alone and not have it. I cannot believe that any enlargement at Jiedfern will serve _
the people. 1 have a map of the city of Glasgow, which has a population of 600,000 to 800,000 people. 1 *>n ’ ’
I spent five years there thirty years ago ; at that time there were two railway stations there—or, properly-
speaking, three, because there was a station on the south side of the Clyde, near the bridge, that belongs to
the Caledonian Kail way Company. They had another in the north part of the town, in a very awkward
and inconvenient position, from which the mail trains to London started. The North British railway
station was on a very convenient site, close to George-square, It is a small station, and they had to work
the trains up and down a tunnel, on a steep grade, by means of a cable. What has been done since then ?
The old College—the University of Glasgow—not a stylish or handsome building, but one hallowed to
generations of Scotchmen by the work it has done, and also the University grounds in the east end of the
city, have been sold to one of the railway companies. There is now a fine station on that site. When 1 .
left they were building the Union station at Enoeh-squnre, near the water. It communicates principally
with the lines on the south side of the river. The Caledonian Company, finding they were out in the cold ■
on the south side of the river, got power to resume a large block of land iu Argyle-street, and they built
a magnificent station there, simply because they had to compete with the Union and other stations round
about. As a matter of fact, there are now five central stations in the city of Glasgow', all within.
comparatively easy reach of the business centres of the city.
2115. Mr. AL/dvn,] The companies paid large sums of money for the lands you have described ? Yes.
2116. The University, I suppose, profited by the large sum of money paid for the resumption of laud for
station purposes ? Yes. ■
2117. In the present instance you propose to take from the people a recreation ground without giving 
them anything in return ? Do we not give them a magnificent railway station ?
2118. The people who generally make use of the Park would not use the railway station P But there are 
200 acres within a stone’s throw.
2119. Not as convenient? Yes, as convenient, and better. How many yards is it from the centre of this 
piece of land to the entrance of the Domain near St. Mary’s Church, and how many poor people go into 
that part of the Parle ? Many are afraid to go into Hyde Park because of those who are there. Hyde 
Park itself—at any rate the part in question—is by no means an airy place. If the houses facing 
Elizabeth-street, opposite the part of the Park proposed to be taken, remain, there may be some objection 
to depriving them of their frontage—(I do not think so, however) : but, as all the property to Castle
reagh-street would be taken, that objection fails. Castlereagh-street is wholly and solely a business street, 
and will become more of a business street if tbe railway goes there. 1 believe Hyde Park contains 
from 40 to 45 acres, and surely to goodness 35 acres is enough to exercise in. Then there are the 
Botanic Gardens and the Domain within a stone’s throw. The people who cannot walk from Hyde Park 
to the Domain to recreate themselves do not deserve to be considered,
2120. Mr. JSIaek.'] Some of them are too footsore to walk; you are raising the question as to whether 
certain people have any right to a foothold on the earth at all ? I should Kite to know why they could 
not walk 150 yards, and be in a better position and in a part of the Park that is better kept. This part 
of the Park, which seems to be thought so desirable for these people, is the very worst part. It slopes 
west. Jf you go there on a hot summer’s afternoon you will find the people lying under the trees, such 
aa they are, and all the wind they get there is the west wind, which is not a healthy one. On the other 
side of the avenue they get the east and south-east breezes, which are better. O’he question in my mind 
is: is it worth while to expend a large sum of money to buy land to escape taking part of the Park P
2121. Then there is another question: is it necessary to have another central station when you have one 
at Kedfern ? I do not consider Kedfern in the city at all; it is one of the most stupid of places for a 
station,
2122. Is it not nearer the centre of the city than any other so-called central station in Australia? On 
the contrary, it is the worst possible place.
2123. Name one which is nearer to the centre of a capital city ? I think both the Melbourne stations
are nearer. ’
2124. 1. think if you struck the centre of the city you would find it very near to Kedfern station ? No ; 
it is at the corner of Hyde Park. Then you have to look to the extension of the city northwards.
2125. Wliat purpose is to be served by moving the station? Bringing the traffic to I he main avenues of ,
communication.
2126. President.'] Your attitude is this: although you view with apprehension any curtailment of the 
Park area, you believe that there are national interests which would justify us in taking 5 acres of it, 
seeing that there is so much other park land available ? Certainly.
2127. You would take park land only as a last resource? Yes. I would be prepared to spend a good 
deal of money to escape it, but I do not think it would be wise to resume such properties as you find from 
Castlereagh-street to Pitt-street; you would resume property which would cost no end of money. I think 
it is better to sacrifice a piece of the Park than to do that, especially in view of the fact that there will be 
so much left. I have seen it advocated that, if the railway went round the western side, the station might 
be placed in Wynyard-square. That is a beautiful little park, with a great deal of advantage to the people 
round, about; and I cannot for the life of me understand people arguing that a station should be put in 
it, seeing that they -would not get one worthy of the name. That park would be absolutely destroyed, 
but in Hyde Park we have a piece which, in my opinion, can be spared. If you were going to take tbe 
whole of Hyde Park I would be opposed to it.

TJIXfflSDA J,
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TmRSDAY, S AP1UL, 1807. 
^rcotut;—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.O.
The Hon. Charles James Eoderts, C.M.G.,M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.

Esq., M.P. (President).
John Lionel Pecan, Esq., M.P.
Thomas Henry Hassat.l, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Peancis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.

Oswald McMaster, Civil Engineer and Contractor, further examined:—
0. McMaster. 2128, Pre$hhmt.~\ I want you to describe the advantages of the loop-line over such a dead-end platform

/-—as that at Kedfern P My loop-line saves two lines running back to Kedfern to take the engines to be
S April, 1897. cleaned. Another advantage is that it entirely avoids shunting arrangements, and docs away with a large 

item of expenditure in the shape of points and crossings. It also affords more room for idle trains.
2129. And reduces to a minimum any likelihood of danger in the station ? Yes; that is impossible, because 
there are no points and crossings. _
2180. Mr. Hoskins] You propose that there should be some place in the neighbourhood of Lady 
Macquarie’s Chair for cleaning engines? Yes ; not so far down, but opposite the baths.
2131. Do you know how much room the Locomotive Department occupies at Kedfern for that purpose ? 
Yes, This would only be for the running trains, and quite different. _
2132 Do they not occupy about 30 acres? Not so much. They use it for loemotives and tenders and
for storage room. Mine would only be used for the daily traffic, for immediate use only
2133 President] Would a loop-line and resting-line be sufficient? Yes ; it would accommodate all the
traffic which can be anticipated for many years,
2134. Mr. Hoskins] I suppose you know there is very little Hat land between the baths and Lady
Macquarie’s Chair ? I do not go past the baths ; only as far as the baths, _
2135. President] With regard to the extension to North Shore, you propose to pass round the loop in 
order to get a grade which will enable you to have a station at Circular Quay at sufficient depth to enable 
you to pass through the subaqueous way ? Yes.
2136. What is the grade ? The steepest grade 1 have anywhere is 1 in 50, and that is the ruling grade 
throughout the Milson’s Point line.
2137. You also contend that your scheme can be extended, and join the North Shore line, between 
Milson’s Point and the head of Lavender Bay? Yes.
2138. Supposing it is not wise, for financial reasons, to extend tho line to North Shore at present, you 
ran so locate it that it can eventually be extended? Yes ; that is one of the features of the scheme.
2139. It would provide for a loop round Government House, which would meet present requirements? 
Yes. The proper thing to do, then, would he to take an 8 or 10 chain loop from below the Albert-streot 
station and proceed in front of the Garden wharf in front of Government House, and return to the same 
station, at the Water Police Court, which would work the slow suburban traffic. The fast suburban traffic 
could be worked on tbe loop shown on tbe plan. The two loops would work admirably with each other,
2140. The first loop wrould not be wasted under any circumstances ? No.
2141. And the second loop would not be wasted when you extended to North Shore ? Certainly not.
2142. In your scheme, going to Woolloomooloo Bay, you take the people coming via Kedfern, or eventually 
from North Shore, away from that part of the city lying between Circular Quay or Albert-street, and your 
central station near tbe statue; might it not be possible to locate your central station more to the east, 
by which it would be closer to the city ; by this means tbe people would be more in touch with the city 
all along ? That could be done.
2143. Are there objections to it? Yes. One is that, bringing the line on a higher level than what I
advocate at Circular Quay, would necessitate a further expendiiure going to North Shore. _
2144. Would that be a serious expense? No ; but it would be of very little advantage, excepting that it 
would bring the Circular Quay station a few chains nearer to the Quay itself. The total distance from 
the floating-jetty on to the Circular Quay station, under my present scheme, is S chains, which might be 
reduced to 5.
2145. Perhaps it might be better to put your extensiou to North Shore under the Albert-streot station ?
Yes ; but in making the loop at Circular Quay, I propose that the train should come out on tbe surface. 
It might come out at the Man-of-war Steps. _
2146. But that will not do to go to North Shore ? No; but it would not increase tbe expense from this 
Circular Quay station to the North Shore, because it would be at tbe proper level.
2147. If tbe central station were in the Park, abreast of tbe mouth of Market-street, it would be 30 feet 
lower than where you propose to put it; saving that 30 feet might permit you to take a more direct road 
to Circular Quay? It would. The 30 feet you gain by not rising to tbe top of Albert-street would 
allow you to come out on tbe surface at Circular Quay ; but that would not permit you to go on to North 
Shore without further expense.
2148. I presume you claim for your station that it will he in closer touch with tbe people at Woolloo- 
mooloo, Pott's Point, and the eastern suburbs ? Yes. I claim that the cable tramway running along there 
would be an advantage to my central station, and it will not be far from the Elizabeth-street station.
2149. Against that, you will grant this: that people who are walking to the station, or using any means 
of transit except the tramways, are removed to a worse position—just the distance that Elizabeth-street 
is from your station ; they have to walk that much further? It depends on which position you take as 
the centre of population of the city.
2150. Mr. Lee] The bulk of the railway traffic would leave the train at your central station at Albert- 
road ? Yes.

■ 2151. That would be further away from the intersection of King and Elizabeth streets than the proposed
Hyde Park station ? Yes.
2152. It would be still further away for those passengers who get out at Market-street and Park-street by 
tram? Yes; but, against that, you are nearer Hunter-street and the north-eastern portions of the city, 
which are equally important with those on the south which now have Kedfern. 2153.
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215li. Would the people who now get out at Market or Park streets be likely to use a train which would 0- McMaster.
put them down at Albert-road ? No ; but it' vou had a station at Park-street many people would want to
take a tram on to Hunter-street. “ 8 AJm1’ 1S97‘
21154. Tour argument really is that it is impossible to devise any system which will serve1 the whole of the
people. It is absolutely impossible. My scheme allows for an extension, and it is in an elevated and
picturesque position, and capable of being enlarged to any extent as time will demand.
2155. President.] You recognise that the Kedfern Station has become so dangerous that something must 
be done . There is no getting out of that argument; it is quite unsafe.
215G. And you propose to extend four lines into the city and to establish a central station at Albert-street, 
your reason being because of its accessibility to the eastern suburbs and the present and prospective means 
or transit by tram through the city;. the land there is not valuable and it is an imposing central site ? Yes, 
and it is not occupied at the present time and suits tbe eastern suburbs connection,
21o7. From there for the fast traffic you propose a loop to go to Woolloomooloo Bay, and an extension to 
the eastern suburbs, which will be of benefit to shunting and working the fast trains into the central 
station ? Yes.
2158. You propose to extend that to such a level towards Circular Quay that yon will be able to pass 
under and to join the North Shore line as described ; you also intend to have a loop under the G-overn- 
ment House grounds to shunt tho slow traffic, which does not require to go over to North Shore; the 
scheme is complete in itself in giving access to Circular Quay, and it carries an extension to the eastern 
suburbs and North Shore? Yes.
2159. The question of a station-site at Albert-street, although you regard it as the best position, does not 
dominate the scheme ? Certainly not.
2160. The general idea might be obtained, perhaps, just as well by taking a portion of the Park, or by 
resumption of some place a little to the west of the Park ? Yes."
2161. You think that the loop-line round Government House grounds might be done away with, seeing 
that you are going to shunt your traffic on the loop near Woolloomooloo Bay ? Possibly, by a system of 
points and crossings, which would not be dangerous, because they would be past or at the rear of tho platforms.
2162. Mr. Lee.] Where would tho proposed subway from the central station to Elizabeth.street come 
out? About the back of the Lands Titles Office, in the Park.
2163. That would necessitate taking a littlo of the Park ? Yes, about 100 feet.
210A Would it interfere with the ordinary road, traffic ? No; it would give more facilities for it. Itwould be 100 feet wide with a headway of 20 feet.
2165. Would it be an eyesore ? Anything but that.
2166. I suppose the subway would carry a tram ? Yes ; but they are already there, and might just as 
well-run oyer the top, but may also run through the subway.
2167. 1 think you will admit that a tramway service in connection with the railway should he part and

tt ‘ ^ m,e worked, with the present system by putting tho tramwav through the subway.
“;aTe you worked out your estimate of cost ? Yes ; it has been carefully gone into and checked.

It is estimated on the basis of the work I did on the Milson’s Point railway; ami I would be prepared fo 
put down a substantial deposit as good faith to carry on the work.

John "Upward, Mayor of Ashficid, sworn, and examined:—
2169, President ] Can you give us any opinion as to local thought in your municipality with regard to J. Upward, 
the extension of the railway ? The people along the western suburbs line are unanimous that the present /—

. terminus is not in the right place, and that their wants arc very badly served. S April, 1897.
21/0. You desire an extension into the city ? Yes. '
2171. Why ? Passengers are at present put down about a mile from the centre of business, which is an 
inconvenience. For the majority of the people it means taking a ’bus or a tram. Transhipment 
from one to the other means a loss of over five minutes; then there is the slower conveyance, which 
means a further loss of seven or eight minutes. It means the loss of from fifteen to twenty minutes on each journey. J

21/2. Is it jour opinion that those who travel to their business in the eitv, through the absence of a city 
railway, lose approximately half an hour of their time ? Fully that. '
2173. Where do the Ashfield people desire to have the station located ? I think the majority would be 
better served by a station between King and Hunter streets.
2174 Do you regard King-street as a fairly central position? I think the block between King and 
^ 'Ub*5 r S^ree^S 1S rnos^ cen^1,a^ in the The further away from there the more unsatisfactory it
2l7o. Do you regard the junction of Castlereagh and King streets or King and Elizabeth streets as 

^Utra l,osjtlons AnJ Part of the city ranging between 3vent-strccfc and Castlereagh-street. 
217b. How would you view an extension on the western side of George-strcct ? If taken in connection 
with a circular line I think it would he most satisfactory.
2177- yhat is your view with regard to a station approaching or somewhere near Circular Quay ? It 
would be of immense use, because of the large traffic from North Sydney, Mosman’s, Manly Beach, and Watson s Bay. j j > j >

2178. You think the railway should be extended, if possible, to the Quay, because of the travelling public 
ise business lies with the ships and wharfs ? Yes. My idea is that one of tbe various
O nACkll C: M rrnrAcif-TVT-rk-tvU Vi«. i-lmir. I-T J-  1 J________ *... T . r» n

there, and those whose____ ____ _ __ _ „
loop-lines which have been suggested would be the best. It would require a largo amount of space for a 
terminal station. Such a scheme as that which Mr. Norman Selfe has suggested seems to be one which 
would, serve the convenience of the public most.
21/9. If the people of Ashfield could be placed by railway in the vicinity of Castlereagh and King streets 
and then on to Circular Quay, they would probably be well satisfied ? Yes.
2180. And if it were possible to bring the line closer to Ceorge-street, and terminate it at the Quay by a
western route, they would also be satisfied ? Yes. J ‘
2181. Mr. Lee.] Do you think a central station on the site of the old Brigade Office would be convenient
tor western suburban passengers ? It would be more convenient than the present one; hut I still adhere 
to my opinion that a circular line would be most convenient. 2182
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J. Upward. 21R2. Supposing that, in the event of that not being practicable, it were brought in on the eastern side 
SAmMsa" onlv>'1° you a Nation in that position would meet the requirements of the bulk of the city and 

p 11 " western suburban people? Of course it would be much better than the present terminus.
21S3. Would it not place them in this position—that the saving in time between Rcdfern and the station 

■ point would be at least half the time it now takes to come down in the tram ? Yes; there would be a 
saving of time.
2184. Do you think the passengers would be likely to leave tho train at Kedfern, and seek their offices by 
means of tho tram down George-street—that is, if King-street were made the terminus ? Only a few. 
I myself would have to take some other conveyance to the end of Circular Quay.
2185. If the line is brought in on the eastern side, you are of opinion that it should be extended to 
Circular Quay ? Yes.
2186. Thereby giving the large number of business people on tbo northern end of tbe city easy access to 
their places of business, and enabling the traffic by ferry to get direct communication to and from the 
suburbs ? Yes,
2187. You think it would bo wiser to extend to Circular Quay than to allow the station to remain in the 
centre of the city ? Certainly.
2188. Do you think the present and prospective traffic would justify the extension? Yes.
2189. President.1 A scheme has been suggested to land the passengers somewhere near the new markets, 
and then extend towards Circular Quay ;—would that meet with disapproval ? No. One great reason 
why the western suburban people wish for an extension is that, owing to tho congested state of the traffic 
at Kedfern, there is a constant fear that the accidents which have happened of late may recur.
2190. Then you are always travelling with apprehension? Yes. With regard to the goods traffic, it 
appears to me to be absolutely unnecessary to consider a lino for goods traffic round the waters of Tort 
Jackson, Sydney being a distributing depot. Every day I am brought in close contact with the discharging 
of cargoes around Sydney, and I know that only a fractional part of tho quantity which comes into Sydney 
is ever required to go direct up country.
2191. Mr. Roberts^] Are you the proprietor of one of the bonded warehouses ? Yes; the Metcalfe Bond.
2192. And you have a thorough knowledge of the shipping trade of the port? Yes.
2193. Do you think tho.present facilities for the export and import trade will be sufficient for the next 
twenty-five years;—you know the head of Darling Island, where the Grovemment has built wharfs? 
Yes. I have no doubt that it will have to ho availed of, or a better scheme provided along Darling 
Harbour than we have at present.
2194. Do you think there is not any necessity for bringing the railway round the wharfs of Darling 
Harbour or Circular Quay ? No ; not for goods. Of course, it is hard to say what the shipping will be 
in twenty years time, but as far as we can see ahead, we have plenty of ■wharfage accommodation.

FRIDAY, 9 APRIL, 1897.
ISrrsrnt:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (Peesident). 

The Hon. Peeueiuck Thomas Humpheet, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Kobeets, C.M.G., M.L.C.
Heney Claeke, Esq,, M.P.

Cjiaeiks Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Began, Esq., M.P.
Geoece Black, Esq., M.P.
P'rancis Augustus Weight, Esq., M.P.

John Stinson, Mayor of Burwood, sworn, and examined:—
J. Stinson. 2195. President.'] The Commission wish you to give your views with regard to the extension of the city 

v railway, and to refer to the inconvenience from which the Burwood people suffer, and which we may 
9 April, 1897. presume would be remedied by the extension? So far as I can gather it is highly desirable indeed that 

the railway should be extended. Anyone who travels regularly by the suburban trains will see the 
immense amount of inconvenience occasioned to travellers by being deposited at the outer edge of the city, 
and having to find their way down as best they can. They suffer not only inconvenience, but a loss of ten 
minutes each way, so that really out of a day’s business hours, of seven hours, a business man loses twenty 
minutes each day going to and from his ofiiee; that is over and above what you would have to expend in 
travelling if the railway wore extended to King-street.
2196. What about the question of the apprehension of danger? That is a matter which has prevented 
many people from settling in the western suburbs, and it is one strong reason why many of them are 
Reeking a home elsewhere. They know from bitter experience that there is a certain element of danger 
in travelling into the Kedfern Station, particularly in the busy hours of the morning. Knowing that a 
great deal of shunting is being done there, the dangeris ever before them. I can speak of several residents 
who are looking out for a home elsewhere for that very reason.
2197. Are you prepared to express an opinion as to what portion of the city would be most suitable for 
the suburban residents to reach ? With regard to the passenger traffic, I think the general impression is 
that the route should he by Hyde Park. The terminal station, for tho present, at any rate, should he 
somewhere about King-street—on the site of the Supreme Court buildings. Of course I do not mean to 
say that that ought to be a permanent terminal station,
2198. Do you attach any weight to an extension to Circular Quay ? I think that ought to he tho ultimate 
object, possibly with a view to connecting with the North Shore railway. I think the old Supreme Court 
buildings might be profitably removed, and that a portion of Hyde Park might also be given up. Although 
it is spoken of ns one of the lungs of the city, 1 think a portion of it might he lopped off, especially as the

, harbour constitutes such an immense lung, and one of which the city can never be deprived. I think 
sentiment ought to give way to commercial advantages in regard to the Park.
2199. Mr. Lee.] If the central station were placed on the site of the Benevolent Asylum would it meet 
the case ? It would not; it might just as well be left where it is as go there.
2200. "Would the extra fare into the city deter passenger traffic ? No; because a large number of people 
who use the tram now pay more than what extra fare would bo. At present the Government lose a very 
large amount from people travelling on foot, who would otherwise use the train right into the city. In 
the mornings particularly a largo number of people walk from Kedfern or take ’buses to their offices.

2201.
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^201. 1 bcHove that in fine weather many walk as a mattor of exorcise? I do not think, if the train were J- Stineon.
) unnuig to King-street, many people would alight at Kedfern for tho purpose of walking as a matter of /■ ------- -
exercise. 11 ° 0 April, 1897,
_20_. Does not the present tram ^service offer facilities which the railway would not offer by putting 
people down at certain streets ? Yes ; hut it is indisputable that during tho busy hours of the day most
1'11 t“3 Passcngers get out at the same street. Iu the buoy hours of the day King-street is the centre of 
all the tram traffic.
220;). Mr.'Wriykt.j The Government have submitted a scheme for a permanent station at Hyde Park 
Pel ween .Liverpool and I ark streets in your opinion, would that position be central enough to meet the
i-djunmnents of the citizens P T do not think it would. If we are going to have a city railway at all, wo 
o”. i Iv 'aVe ^ t!le.most central point, where the traffic is concentrated.
~~l> ■ k 0 you tlnnk it is correct to contend that the centre of tho city lies between King and Hunter 
s, r<ic V, f..1™ 11 . PrePared to say that is the most central portion, but 1 know there is a very great 
deal ot traffic finding its way into the trains at Hunter-street and King-street—larger than is found at 
auv other point on the tram route between King-street and Kedfern.
oom-' ll ft6™® largef traffic at Market-street than at Hunter-street ? I think not.
■igaii'ist theirs°™Cla S Sa^ ™iere ^S’ !lre de correct ? Of course, I would not set up my opinion

220;. At any rate, between Market-street and Hunter-street the great city traffic is conducted? Yes-
so tar as 1 have been able to observe. a j . ,
oono Tlr‘ Clarl:e^ 1)0 y°u say the Supreme Court would be the best site for a station ? Yes.

* presume you would remove St. .Tames’ Church and utilise that block? Yes. 
oTii i' v°U n0^ ^'.e Prepeaal of tlie Commissioners to go to Park-street is suitable ? 1 do not.
001 o’ w'11 fjC aware lfc 18 necessary to have more room at Kedfern than there is at present ? I am.
J i neWi 1st;anon 01,1 t!’e site of tlle Benevolent Asylum be suitable for the general public ? I

lfc would be worth the trouble and expense of constructing it.
2 U. Ion are aware that the electric tram is shortly to run down George-street ? Yes ; it will supply a 
different service from that which is now supplied from the railway station.
2,. 1-1. Would not that suit the public equally as well as a railway into the city? I do not think so 
because it will necessitate a change at the Kedfern Station, loss of time, and so on. ’
~L.j. JJo you not think the tram is quite as convenient to the public as a railway would bo ? ] do not

;.vl,>:Tlh® 0eorge-8treet tram could not bo worked in conjunction with tho city railway.
7f Would yon then have as many passengers for the railway ? I think so. If the passengers using

, V ir radw‘k'r "cd got m at King-street or Market-street they might use the electric tram to Kedfern 
iiini t.ifio the train iliere.
idt; Would not tlie tram and the railway be competing with each other ? I do not think so,when they 
are both running in tho same interests. J

Yes. Twenty-eight years ago, all to the north of the present M.L.C.
1iJe .frn “^prised the railway establishment of New South Wales-that is,' from Devon-' 9 

P-, ,ilr b'ld£?;./hat, ,'vas h«r<ily. occupied; the result being that the Government P’

Hon. John Macintosh, M.L.C., sworn, and examined:—■
1 u!,l<Jei'stflnf) J’011 deaire to be examined purely from the Sydney aspect of the question Hon. 

utiOituB. mat is all. x J. Macintosh,
2219. Do you wish to make a statement ? 
rmlway-bric’ 
shire-street
li'lrbrn r^li h!*! t0 Kr r,e(luirins for railway extension. Since that time, Darling
there for 111l®rkc.afe.],ajl;ge works at Clyde, with 100 waggons frequently waiting
be the b d,cll™r?d--.} thlnjf-t'6 railway were extended to Bel more-road, it would

ffil L K r part °£ the eity’-,lnd would b0 for tbo convenience of the people. I will point out 
Sf toe Kmluay Commissioners require one quarter of Hyde Park on tlie north-west side. It is about 400
Sfnr « iid 1 ’j a 1nrr0'1V si)0t for a railwa-y station' 100 footwould require to be taken on the west 
road S?^ivW|dC11ii'll!SaJ,ith‘; a road would aleo bc required on the eastern side. The Belmorc- 
lireat O 1 ^ i gfh and b^tb f°c any permanent establishment. I take it that there must be no

u ™ U is vitable that some day or other a bridge must be
built across to JSorth Shore I think the Government should resume land on the eastern side of Darling

r :TParalMr lnlddIc 0f off Bathnrst-strect. When we make a through trunk5
iht poiicross the harbour, there should be a platform at the bottom of Market-street. I think, if tho 

USe ^o/ark at all, they should use the whole of ft. In view of the good “get
con^nient to f r°^wr0 ’ * ^ ^ ^ m°St Smta'ble P1^ a Nation. The tramways Sre
1^001 - one Ivi f,;™ 10 d]fECTCUCC m ^ between travelling in them and in a railway into the city would

wnuld"nnt i‘ini ^ 0,16 P!fDy' lhC bm010.8* 111 travellmg by tram or ’bus to any portion of the citv 
ieTiii T , 0 °r thr mmutes- If ^ is intendcd to get to the eastern “portion of the citv,from there wJ d° Margf,rct-S^cet; underneath George-street, along to Circular Quay, and

fifhii idn, t yV? whel'evei’,s thought proper. I think a continuous line is desirable. Ton or 
, r wrju,,d take .‘IDy passenger by tram or’bus from the furthest corner of Sydney to the

and the railway would not be more than two or three minutes quicker. Personally I
■ilmost to the bri/'i ""Tr tr;lm'Vri'y, 8e"10B’ P would have no objections to filling up Darling Harbour 
noTtei, k it r dSiT \ ° higher road where the present Pyrmont Bridge is situated. 1 do
and ilmnst r 1U^ ■*darb°111' ]s utilised as much as it ought to be. There isalarge amount of empty space
he itXof BX'™ P 1,1“,euf™“h«1 »P°» laud. The extension o? population cannot l to

of Belmore 1 ark, hut is going on all round—west, east, and south.
7“t .i-Y'i non-1 bcen 8tatod. dhat if a terminal station is constructed at Belmore-road it would
1 f £;J 0’00°: arjd no revenue will be received ; whereas if the railway is extended to Hyde Park
C vnom i i Wl11 Pay,dbe interest on the money spent? j cannot conceive that that is
of thegencral* public tlC matter aS altoSctbor beyond a money matter; we must look for tho convenience

Mr, Humjikrn/.] A suggestionA suggestion has been made that instead of the terminal station being al St. 
James -load, it should be placed on tbe present site of tho Government Architect’s office, and that there

should
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Hon. should be a loop-line at the back, so that, instead of having a great number of line®
J. Macintosh, the traffic C01lld be worked by means of a loop ? That plan was considered by aKoyal Commwsio so

years ago, but there were a number of objections to it. I opposed it, because it is not the way to get

9 Al,ri1' 'm “would to possible to connect from there will, the Kerth She™ to., wonM you see any
objection to the plan ? Tes; it is impracticable to make a bridge from the east oJ: e.? ' , d
0223 What is your objection to the site l have mentioned ? It would take up too much of the land 
iibout there. IV Mint would have to go, and also the law offices. I do not think it would be a desirable
place, seeing that tlie Infirmary, which cost about £250,000, might have to he disturbed. __
2224.. I asked the question on the assumption that that property would not be greatly interfered it 
do vou see auv objection to the railway being brought from Kedfern to that P-dioiohrta, the fact 
that it would bo impracticable to extend it to Milson s Point t Tes ; it would not centra!. I 
be nearer Potts' Point, but it would be further from Balmain, the Glebe, and burry lliJls. ,
2225. Do you see any objection to the line passing through the Park assuming the jj*1™ § Jf
hovond it v Yes ■ the Park beiim for the use of the public ought not to he disturbed if it can be aioided. 
*>926 Do you wish to convey that you are of opinion that the passenger traffic should bo carried to Darling
SSa.Vdi ? H cboubl follow Hie preeoto lino.

A siding could be made at Eveleigh, and you would have a straight eouise onwards. , ld be
222S. Then your idea is that the passenger traffic, instead of coming to the Kedfern t ^ “ J®
deviated so as to turn off where the goods traffic goes to Darling Harbom ? les, that is, tor tlirouji

^Then you think there should he a different lino for the through traffic, and that the suburban 
passenger traffic should be landed at Belmore-road? Practically speaking, the mam railway Ration of 
tjvdncy should ho a side station for through passengers. As I have already stated there canco e “ 1(i 
than two or three minutes difference to a passenger going to any part of bydney by tiam, and Id.

oaBcTdo yorJnot recomiise that instead ot there being two or three minutes difference, the actual 
difference fs about half an hour daily ? I think it would he impossible lor any man to prove it would be

ten minutes difference. _________ __________„_______ .

TUESDAY, 13 AERIE, 1S97. 

fresfiti:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).

Chari,es Alfred Lee, Es<p, M.P. 
TlLOJtAS HlO'JlV HaSKAIjIj, Ksq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P. ^
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.I.

F. W. 
Pareons.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humruery, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.. M.L.O.
Henry Clarke. Esq., M.P.

' Prank Parnell, Esq., M.P.
Frederick William Parsons, Mayor of Strathficld, sworn, and examined _

2231. DresUlent.] Are you prepared to speak as to public opinion iu Strathfield with regard to city

2232. a Whydoyou desire tho railway extended, and have you any special part of ^'VJ1J y°U
WApril, !S07. to " It ,s unanimously thought by the people in the western suburbs generally that there should

he some alteration to the present terming borne months ago large ^d WeJ
the western suburbs, and resolutions were unanimously carried to the eft,ef l 'tp d!d o the citv
when some alteration should he made at Kedfern, and when the railway shoe d 
A lithe meetings were agreed that it would not he wise for the residents
Government by°sug"esting routes. The agitation was principally aroused through the accident at Kedfern 

toLu,6 of l.to great ioconvcJnco trovollm .ro I>»‘S
St, Jhllcld St hvontj- minutes to 9 in tl.o morning, you amre ‘ L” Thero ore™
is no extra delay on the trams, you are landed at King-street about ten minutes past J. ineroiorc, 
takes you as long to travel from Kedfern station to King-street-whiclns practically tho centra of the 
city for business purposes-as it does to travel 8 miles from Strathficld i:° ^
journev it takes longer, because there is no dependence to be placed the tune 
you want to catch a particular train you must give it five or ten immi es grace
sidered that the nronosed extension to Park-street would not meet the difficulty, but that it sliould Do 
further and more complete. The committee appointed by the Kailway Extension League, under whof,e
in, “. Sngf in the suburb, were id thought tb.t if ™
wolld to better than nothing, .. it would, pcrh.p., be the eommeneement "J
committee, which consisted of the mayors of the boroughs and some of the aldermen, considered, ho e , ,
that it was not in their province to suggest any route. _ , -,■ r ptll nnil s(TCets as
9283 Would we be justified in regarding the intersection of Castlereagh or Elixabeth and Kiig 
a fairly central position? I think that would meet the convenience of the majority of the tiaicllin0 
public. The largest number of people arc landed about Kmg-strcet .
9934 Vpiiroximately, would the present route ot the tram-line suit them fauly - • .'i-.p
9935 It has been suggested that the central -station should he placed near the old Colonial Architect s 
5fe.r i kiJ.3o”„ywhm about there would be convenient As long a, the public could to 
brought within a reasonable distance of tho Post Office they would be satisfied.
2236S If you were given a choice between the corner of Castlereagh and King sheets and the oldlmm 
gration Barracks, how would you decide ? Upon the corner lACastlereaghandKig A
f8 nearer tho Post Office. If there were difficulties m the way, however, 1 do not think the difference 1
distance would weigh very largely with the public . r , , 4.i • ,1. ri,„ r-r,vpTnment
2237 Mr JthcJc l Do not tho people of Strathfield seem to he inclined to think that the hovernmechieflv'exists as a public means^f lessening their private expenses? No; they are
additional price for being carried from Kedfern to King-street, although we think we pay too uH.cl^aUhe
present time.
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2238. If it were discovered that the G-overmnent, at the public expense, cannot provide tbe people with ^ ^>r- 
that convenience, except at a loss, would the people of Strathfield still be prepared to demand it? I do • arsons' 
not think they want anything unreasonable ; but they are given to understand that an extension to the ,t 
central portion of the city would bear a handsome return. iriApni.iS'Jt
22d9. d0 Y011 call the central portion of the city ? Say Castlereagh and King streets.
2.-40. n ould not Park-street suit your purpose ? It would not suit it as well, because you would be 
lert a considqrable distance away. •
“241. .then there would still be an agitation to have it carried further on? There would. If the station 
is at Park-street, and the people have to get into a tram to go to Park-street, they might as well continue 
on to .Redtern. .
2242. Is there any necessity to remove the Itedferu station in order to gain your end? "Wc have two 
ends in vietv. We do not, for instance, care, about the frightful risk which is run at Kedfern every day.
1 speak personally, because I was in the accident which occurred tivo years ago.' Again, we think we have 

mi .^° ask wc ^10uld be carried from Jiedfern to the end of our journey at a reasonable cost.
-Hie increase of room at Kedfern is your first object ? No doubt. ’

2244. ihen the removal of the station is not necessary to achieve that object;—is it necessary to achieve 
the second object ? Yes.
2244 Do not you think you could come to the city by train without moving the railway station? The 
people could only he brought to the terminus. Of course, you could construct a fresh line altogether, 
and bring the people in another direction.
22IG. Could not you run out the train at one side and bring it back by another? Yes; if there is an 
objection to put a ceutral station in an expensive part of the eitv, the difficulty could be overcome by 
constructing a loop-line. ^ j j
2217. Mr. Is it not a fact that Strathfield is better served than and other western suburb;—
cannot jou get from there in under half an hour? Yes ; I think we are as well served from Strathfield 

s'r rr P0oP^e Ashfield and Petersham have sloiver trains and take longer to get iu.
2“ , ■ Jttt’iiphert/.'] Is it not a fact that you lose fully twenty minutes a day travelling to and from
Kedfern? Pully that. ‘ - j j 5
22L). Allowing ten minufes additional for a train to come to King-street, you would save twenty minutes 
a day? Fully. o j
2250, What is the population of Strathfield ? About 2,500.

. Charles O’Neill, C.E., sworn, and examined :—
22oI. 1 resident.Have you a statement to place before tho Commission? Yes.

r^!’° sc!wme, as shown by tho plan produced, connects the proposed line with the present railway at a point about 
Hedfcrn sUtion ^ 3'jVe elg 1 sliltl011 ; ,’hcnfie V tuwii;1 Cilice Alfred Park (28 acres), which is proposed to be added to

„„ Vl6 ®xit °f fbe tunnel the railway will be carried overhead across Dcvonshire-strcct and theBurial-m-ound, &c..
on to Rhzabeth-street at the junction of Hay-atreet (from this point and additional connection could be made with Redfem 
station) ; thence along hhzabeth-street, easing the grade by extra height of rail-level at the lower end ; thence alone Hyde 
arclose to rjisabeth-street, to Market-street; thence curving round to the Government offices, head of Kinc-strcetWhich will llfi m/ulfi fl i^F»nfrnl .,1^---- a.1. .. Tr ____v. __ _ i _ • i i

C. O’Neill, 
C.E.

13 April, 1897.

which wilt be made a central station ; thence along the outer flomaiu grounds to a station nearly opposite thetloloniaj
reet. From this station a connection might be made with the North Shore railwaySecretary’s Olfice, at head of Bridge-street, 

by tunnels and lifts.
1 he line being overhead saves the cost of resumptions and other expenses, and the road along Hyde Park boundary 

’ the railway, will be more nninfortalde fn,' n ,.>;u ___j t___ .u- —;_____j r .

vay by tunnel from Bridge-street to ti c North Shore line at the head of Lavender Bay ■...___
2232. You propose not to enter Kedfern yards at all. but by a detour to the east to pass around and pick 
’ir 1c 1 ne F0?080'1 on llle northern side of Bel more Gardens ? That is so. It would go over 
hilizabeth-street to Hyde Turk. At Elizabeth-street it is proposed to carry it over the street by putting iu 
pillars at the edge of the footpath. That has been done with great success in New York. There is 'not 
o1 'a street, and it would not interfere with existing arrangements.
-233. The first part passes to the eastern side of the present Kedfern terminus. Then the line ‘Gradually 
approaches near the same locality as the scheme of the Commissioners, and your terminus is notYar from 
o'lr 8U58tts^e“ ^r' McMaster, and from there it becomes a scheme somewhat similar to his ? Yes.
2-o4. Jlf?-. Aco.] As Devonshire-street will have to he crossed, what advantage will there be in diverting 
trom the mam line on the south sido of the tunnel r I think vou would not have tho height to cross the 
street with tbe mam line without lowering it. ‘

■rr°U wou^ ^ave that in nii)r case ? I would not touch it; I would cross over it. ■
oo - ij'0 ^ou 1a^e11 levels to show that it can be done ? I am satisfied it can be done,
2.5/, But tho engineer’s evidence is to the contrary ? 'With the present level of tho railway, you would 
have to lower Devonshire-streot to cross. J
225S, H that your only reason for suggesting a divergence on the south side of the tunucl ? No ; to ease 
tlie traffic. By connecting the line at Eveleigh, you would bring a great deal of the traffic away from 
Kedfern station. J
225£). Your chief reason for going round by Prince Alfred Park would be to get a better crossing over 
Devonshire-strcet. No ; my scheme gives the whole .Park as additional station room, and the railway 
would bo earned overhead to Bridge-street, 1

. Myles McKae, sworn, and examined:—
yo11 slTen ““S'^Miou to the question before tlie Commission ? Yes.

V\ Mid you like to make a statement ? During the last ten years I have occupied the position of 
Mayor and alderman m several municipalities of the metropolis, and I have taken an active part in 
advocating the extension of the railway into the city. Some years ago, in the Kogarah Council, I passed a 
resolution urging the Government to extend the railway in accordance with the alternate scheme of the 
Commissioners ot passing through the Devonshire-strcet Cemetery, BelmorePark, and Hyde Park, making 
provision tor a mode! and a grand central station, worthy of the citv, in Hyde Park, fronting King and 
-Elizabeth streets .In the resolution I asked the co-operation of the metropolitan and the country 
municipalities, and received replies from about ninety-five of them, extending on the Great Northern 

19(i-° * Western, ’

M. McRae. 
13 April, 1897.
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M. SIcEae. 'Western, Southern, and Jllawnrra railways. I presented the replies to the late Sir Henry Pnrkefo Prior 
to that he was under the impression that the country was against the extension, and he was surprised. I 

13 April,1S97. acted as a member of the City Hallway League for a number of years, and I may say that the travelling 
public, including the vast suburban, country, and through passengers, are in favour of this extension. It 
savours of statesmanship, inasmuch ns it exempts resumptions, and is calculated to return a. surplus, over 
and above tlie interest required for construction and the working expenses, of something like £50,<100 or 
£90,000. The surplus profit will go a long way in making up the deficits iu connection^ with the railways 
in the interior. It is fortunate for New South AVales that we have such a grand ^position as Hyde Park. 
The assumed sentimentalists who, through a side issue, condemn the action of the Commissioners in taking 
a few acres of the Park, although the Devonshire-strcet area provides a larger area for recreation purposes 
than the Commissioner propose to take, consider that to be nothing. I believe that if Mr. Lddy—the 
greatest authority on railway matters in Australia—propounded a route which would pull down half the 
city, regardless of expenditure and the mutilation that would take place, we would have to-day the father 
of white elephants visible to the naked eye in all its hideousness, because no Government could withhold 
the pressure which would be brought to bear against them in favour of pulling down the city.^ ^
2‘2\i2. Mr, HJfjck,] Who is this father of white elephants P This railway. I venture the opinion that it 
Mr. liddy had propounded a- scheme which would have pulled down half the city, regardless of expendi
ture, it would have been a positive fact to*day. The pressure which the interested log-rollers and axe- 
grinders would have brought to bear no Government could have stood, but because Mr. Lddy s scheme 
exempts resumptions it falls flat, so far as interested persons are concerned. r! he whole body of the people 

- have been iu favour of file extension for the last twenty years. It will pay as well and belter than any 
railway extension which can be proceeded with in Australia, putting New South Wales out of the question 
altogether. Tho Commissioners, and tiiose under them, have spoken in the plainest terms of the danger at 
Kedfern. The confusion and the tension upon those who have the overseeing of the work at Kedfern is 
fo great that—not taking into consideration tho transhipment and loss of time—relieving stations have 
become an absolute necessity. For'directness, economy, convenience, and comfort Mr. Eddy s route has 
no rival. As money can be borrowed at a low rate, and there are a large number of the working classes 
out of employment, it is a mvstery to me why the work has not been carried out years ago. Even if the 
tunnel at Kedfern were widened, the cost would, in my opinion, exceed tho cost of^ extending the railway 
into the city, and it would only be a temporary expedient at best, The Chief Commissioner, in giving 
evidence ns to the accident which resulted in the loss of so many valuable lives two years ago, stated that 
f hev did all that human ingenuity could do. 1 consider that Sydney is much worse off than Melbourne or 
Adelaide. For instance, Spencer-street station abuts on "Bourkc and Collins streets, the two principal 
streets of Melbourne, in the heart of the city; the Flindurs-streel and Princes Bridge stations trout 
Flinders-street—the main streets of the city, running at right-angles, terminating almost in front of those 
two stations. Then, if you go to East Melbourne, Richmond, and North Melbourne, those stations are on 
a par with the Kedfern station, as far as the city proper is concerned. Thus, instead of baying one station, 
as we have in Svdney, they have five stations in Melbourne, In Adelaide the station terminates at Kundie 
Terrace, alongside Parliament House. .
2103. Do you call that a central station 5 Yes ; in the heart of the city. Hjndley-street is one ot the 
principal streets of Adelaide. King William-street is another, and it is within 1.50 yards of the station, 
Parliament House, the principal banks of Adelaide, and Government Houseware within a few hundred 
yards of it. Wood, Son, & Co. are building an enormous warehouse opposite it. There are several large 
hotels, and McLean Bros, and Rigg have the largest ironmongery establishment in Adelaide opposite it. 
There is another railway line in King William-street. That street is 3 chains wide, and the railway which 
runs to Glenelg terminates within 103 or 200 yards of the General Post Office in King William-street. 
2261. What is the difference between Glenelg railway and our steam tramways ? There is a vast difference. 
Our streets were never adapted for tramways in the first instance. _ When the tramways were first being 
resorted to. I condemned the action of the authorities in interfering with the limited thorough!ares the 
people had to move in, especially so far as the eastern suburbs were concerned. In Melbourne they have 
a splendid tram service, but their streets are wider, and there is not the .cut-throat business there winch we 
have here between the tramways and the omnibuses. The difference between the railway at Port Adelaide 
and the tramways is, that they"ring a bell there to warn people on the streets, litre they do not. There 
the streets are double and treble the width of ours, and they arc adapted to tramways. The reason why 
the City Kailway League did not suggest Mr. Eddy's scheme—although all were in favour of if. was 
because thev did" not want to hamper the Government. They did not want to give the Government the 
loophole of’ saying that they would not adopt this or any other route. The whole of the population of

.Xew South Wales is in favour of extending the railway into the city. . . ..
22G5. Is it a burning question in the country districts P I received replies from ninety-five municipalities, 
including Tenterfield, Bourke, Albury, and Kiama. There is no doubt the country is in favour of the
extension to the city. , .
2266. For passengers ? Yes : hut unfortunately some of their representatives are against the extension.
2267. Do representatives of the country constituencies usually run counter to the wish of the people . 
Their idea is a fallacious one. They were under the impression that if money were voted for the exten
sion of the railway to the citv it would prevent them getting an extension into the interior. That is a 
fallacious idea. The surplus profits derivable from this expenditure would assure them railway extension
To the interior. , ' .
2268. President.] Your attitude is based partly on the danger of the Kedfern station, and. then upon the
profitableness of the enterprise itself? Yes ; and with tho introduction of the cable tramway the con
fusion will be worse confounded. I have seen hairbreadth escapes during my residence m the suburbs, 
and I have seen elderly people receive shocks which they never got over. If they get out of the way of a. 
tram car, the chances are that they will run into a ’bus, cab, trap, or pedestrian. _
2269. You approve of the Park-street site, rather than resume land ? Yes. Twenty-eight years ago,
when I came to Sydney, nearly the whole of the residences surrounding the Park were occupied hy private 
families. To-day they are public offices, and the only persons to whom the Park is beneficial are the 
“ Johnny Warders decent persons scarcely go there* ______

*Notsi (on revision).—A portion of Hyde Park is urgently required in the public interest, in order to protect their 
lives from accidents, which will take place at Redfem if the railway is not extended into tho city, and that quickly. J he 
matter brooks of no delay.
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22i0. Will you furnisli the Comraissiou with a copy of tho resolution you speak of, and the names of the M. McHar. 
municipalities which have replied to you ? I will see the council clerk at Kogarah, and mil endeavour to

10111 ^ you‘ ^ consider that, with the knowledge we have gained, if an accident takes place at 13 April,18S)7.
died fern, the Government will now bo liable to impeachment as well as heavy damages.
2271. Mr. Hoskins-I "Why do you think the street of Sydney are not adapted to tramways ? They arc
niv-nia-v'0W'" l^ford-street. If yon are in a ’bus and the tramway is coining along the ’bus has to stop.
2-' -. l-ou arc aware that Parliament lias sanctioned tbe laying down of ait electric tramwav in George 
and Harris streets P A greater mistake was never made ; it will prove a calamity.
2272. Have you ever been in America ? jVo. '
2271. Arc you aware that Broadway, Hew "York, is not in the greater portion of it wider than George- 
street, and that there arc two or three tramways besides an overhead railway in it ? I know that the 
electric tramway will intensify the danger at Kedfern, and I believe that it will 
in George-street.
227'). Mr. Black.'] You say il; is only the sentimentalists who will object 
Park for railway purposes P There is a number of assumed sentimciitalii 
question tbe utility of Mr. Eddy’s route.
22711. Supposing the sentimentalists prove to be in the majority? 
few. I know it from practical experience. '

‘ - You say that the Elinder-strcet station abuts on Bourke and Collins streets ;—docs not our station 
abut on George-street ? But there are the Plinders-street and the Princes’ Bridge stations at Melbourne.

i ou also speak of Bichmond and East Melbourne as being stations within the metropolis ;—whv 
do you not quote Eveleigh, Newtown, and Stanmore as being within the city of Sydney P They are not 
^vdney. They have live stations, and we have only one at the west end uf Sydney."
_w:). Jt the .Richmond and North Melbourne stations arc metropolitan stations, so h Eveleigh ? No; 
they are as much metropolitan stations as is Kedfern. Again, the rates charged by the Commissioners for 
the metropolitan passengers are 20 per cent, more than is charged in Melbourne. That portion of the 
railw ay system of the Colony within the meiropohtan district pays between lo per cent, and 20 per cent, 
on the expenditure incurred this is accounted tor hy the enormous suburban passenger trallic—and it is 
unjust that they should be compelled to break tbe journey at Kedfern, and lose valuable time there iu 
transhipment trom tram to ’bus, tram, or other mode of conveyance. Take the cost of a workman's weekly 
ticket trom Itedferu to Auburn and from Kedfern to Ontlcv stations,—price 2s. (Id.; distance to each 
station 10 miles ; the cost per week from Kedfern into the citv per ’bus or tram, a distance of a little over 
a mile m the same being an increase of from 800 to 1,000 per cent, on tbo mileage rate, not taking into 
account tiio jostling, danger, and confusion at Kedfern, which is being intensified and increased every month.

njurc business people

to tbe taking over of Hyde 
ientiineutaliats. They have not dared to

But they are not. There are only a

WEDNESDAY, 14 APRIL, 1397.
Jlrtecni;— ,

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (PnEsmuNT).
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P. 
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P. 
.Torn Lionel Began, Esq,, M.P.

The Hod. ,Tam-j;r Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts. C.M.G., M.L.C. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.

Bran k Parnell, Esq., M.P.
rmcn u Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, further examined :—
2230. J resident.] Have you obtained the particulars which the Commission requested you to obtain ? 
les; L have two_ plans, one of which shows the borough of North Sydney and the boundaries, and the 
approximate position of the junction of the railway over the bridge with tho present line and the 
junction ot the railway by the tunnel at the head of Lavender Bay. The other plan U a plan of Sydney, 
showing the line proposed by Mr. TV earnc. I also have the following information to furnish :— ’
VAI'irJsvJ^ adopting the Mimicipal Assessments for 1897-D8) of that part of tlie City of Sydney extending from 

the Synagogue northerly to Market-street, bounded on the cast hy Elizabeth-atroet, and on the' west by Castlorca<di- 
anoet, aWwi i&uout J auresO roods 8 perches. °

The total of the municipal assessments for tho above-mentioned portion of the city for the
municipal year ISOi-DS is £7,194. Capitalising that amount at twenty years’ purohasc... £143.880 

It twenty-live years' purchase he adopted tho amount would be 179 SIO

exteml^tK^

reiU,ted ,,y ^ ^ 152 to ^ * «*•** «ie

Exclcsion or Part of tub Block lyino between the High School and King-street 
Upon the plan recently prepared hv the Engiueei-in-Chief for llailways, and referred to above, a site for a nronosed station 
is shown between Castlereagh and lUiaabcth streets, and extending from the Synagogue to King-street This nronosal 
exeltules properties at the corner of King and Castlereagh streets, having a total’frontage of about 111 feet to Kine-strcet 
and Hb Get to Castlereagh-street- an area of about 38 perches- -of which the assessments amount to £1 979 per annum

sr01 ,l” l“ ,iii>»^ ™ c ™

*° * “P'—• W—W. *..... „f
a,.. u 1ii° proposed by ^[r. HcJfe to be resumed in connection Tvitii hU scheme for extension of
T f/h.Y/ ini° 16 c?ml,riaes an 24 acres i» one of the poorest and least attractive portions of the city1
The land flouts the following streets, viz. Princes, Cumberlaml, Gloncestor, Cambridge, Barriindon Grosvenor Essex' 
Little 1 ssex, Globe, and Argy e streets, and Charlton-court. The total length’of frontage is ulxnitYl.V'O feet ’ ’

a valifeTf £^"3 0 ^ £:"ilJ17' 'vilich at twe“ty y-W puix-ha* would
WOttld b° i"7’923’ A,JO''t £2'000 ’’c tho

S. E. 
Perdriau.

14Aprikl897.

This building would, perhaps, be affcotcd. With tho

,;j10W ■■■---------------- , ------
flagged ^School in Harrington-struet, which is not rated.

_ The line as designed passes under St. Patrick’s Church 
adjoining convent it is worth, probably, not less than ,£Io,000.

The estimate above does not include anything for disruption of business, nor for the 10 per cent additional alwavs
OouneMfor thesr e"l T’T0*1 itS ^ * f,Ted S"le 5 ,10r for * might be made by the Munidpal
tounul fo tlie sheets closed ; nor for detriment to neighbouring properties if depreciated in value by closing such streets.
the dnim ^YeaUIncd “Yi4,116 blV,dmS5 demo!lsll«d. aud tlla streets rearranged as suggested hy Mr Selfefrontage for ros^e116"' 3,1 °tm“Uts wollld be muel1 «ruatcr than at l,re3ent i consequently thfre would be muclf less street 

‘ Mr.
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S.E. Perdriau.
14Aprllfl897.

Mr. Self estimates tlie area lie proposes to lie resumed at 26 acres—11 acres of streets aud lo acres of allotments.
If laid out afresh according to his plan, he says the station would occupy 8 acres, streets S acres, and allotments 10 acres. 
These 10 acres, subdivided into ailotments for resale with an average depth of SO feet, Mould give about 5,500 feet 

of selling frontage. A fair average price might, iu my opinion, he estimated at about £50 per foot. Thus the amount 
derived would be about £275,000. The present value of the George-street frontages at this part is from £10 to £00 per foot.

It is hardly possible to estimate the increment in value consequent upon the establishment of the railway station as 
proposed by Mr. Selfe. ,

Mr. Foxlee, in his evidence given in the year 1S91 before the Royal Commission on City Railway Extension, stated 
that the cost of excavation alone for this station would he about £120,000.
T have a letter from the Council Clerk at JTorth Sydney, supplying the population of the borough at date 
as 19,483, distributed in the wards as follows:—Belmore, 4.,fj80; Kirrihilli, 5.250; Tuuks, 1,742; 
Yictoria, 4,933 ; aud 'Warriugah, 2,878. There are three replies from the Railway Commissioners, They 
are all addressed to the Secretary of the Commission, and are as follows :—

gjrj Office of the Rnilwiy Commissioners, Sydney, 27 March, 1897.
Referring to your request to he furnished with certain particiibns of the passenger traffic at Milson’s Point 

Station, I am directed to inform you that the number of passengers arriving at Milson’s Point Station during the year 
1896 was 735,873, and the number departing 746,917, or a total of 1,482,790.

I have, fee.,
H. McLACBLAN,

Secretary,
The Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension. per W.H. C.

Sir, Office of the Railway Commissioners, Sydney, 29 March, 1897.
In reply to your letter of the 25th instant, I am directed to inform you that it is ascertained the total number 

of uassenvers travelling on the Keith Shore Cable and Electric lines is as follows—for the year 1896 : —
° Cable lines ...................................................................................................... 2,083,496

Electric line...................................................................................................... 388,686

Grand total....,......................................... 2,472,182
1 have, life.,

H. McLACHLAN, 
Secretary,

'The Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension. JKr W.U.C.
gir) Office of the Railway Commissioners, Sydney, 6 April, 1897.

I am directed by the Railway Commissioners to state in reply to the queries put in your letter of the 2nd instant, 
as under \—►

Q.—What effect the extension of the railway into the city would have upon the Railway Tram Service Rolling Stock ? 
jl.—Eive motors and thirteen cars would be released from their present work, and would be available for other services 

which require supplementing.
Q._What is the value of the portion of the tramway which would ho superseded ?
^4,—Ko portion of tlie tramway would be thrown out of use, but a much needed relief would he given to the Elizabeth- 

street line, which is one of the reasons put forward by the Railway Commissioners as rendering the George-street 
line necessary.

Ip,_Whether any rolling stock now used for the railway tram would be unsuitable for the other tram-lines ?
J.,_Ko. None of the stock released would be unsuitable for the other tram-lines.

I have, &c.,
H. McLACHLAN, 

Secretary,
The Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension. per W.H.C.
I have beeii to see Mr. John Wearue, and he made a statement which I took down, and he also gave me 
a written, statement. First of all he wrote the following letter :—

Gentlemen, Goulburn-strect, 26 March, 1897.
I beg to suggest that the Commission viewa route from our Hour-mills in Goulburn-street. It has been suggested 

by many practical men that there is a very practical and inexpensive route this way from Redfem to the city.
Yours, &o.,

JOHN WEARNE,
Royal Commission on City Railway Extension. Flour-mille, Goulburn-street, Sydney.
The statement which he handed to me, written by himself, is as follows
Come from the railway, I think Nos. 9 and 10 platforms, under George-street, and under Inglis and Sons’ yards, under 
Valentine-lane, Ultimo-road, Engine-street to Hay-street, somewhere between the brewery and M'Ewan’s stores ; along by 
Dixon-street, taking Jones’ wood-yard and others, to the mill; from here tunnel to Kent-street near Druitt-strcet, at the 
back of the Town Hall; from there to Wynyard-square. This would he very central for the Post Office and banks.

A station at Hay-street,
A station at the back of the Town Hall.
A station at Wynyard-aquarc.

This is the statement I took down at Mr. "Wearne’s dictation
Proposed Extension of Ike Railway into the City of Sydney.

Description of the position of the railway, to he used as a passenger liue only, as proposed by John Wearne, miller, of 
Goulburn-street West, Sydney :—Commencing at the western end of the Redfern railway terminus, and extending northerly, 
as nearly as practicable in a straight line, to the western end of Ooulbnrn-street, at Dixon-stieet, at my Hour-mill; thence 
north-easterly to a point on Supsex-street, a little to the south-east of Foley Brothers’ new produce store, crossing Sussex- 
street and Liverpool-street still iu a north-easterly direction, and so continuing and crossing Kent-strect diagonally to a 
point a little westward of the Town Hall, where I suggest a station. From this point I suggest proceeding by tunnel in as 
nearly a straight line as practicable to Wynyard-square, which, in my opinion, should be the terminal station. I also 
suggest a station at Hay-street. I have carried on business at this site for the last fourteen years as a miller, and suggest 
the above-described route merely as a layman, unacquainted with railway construction. The advantages of the route arc 
shortness, and the inexpensiveness of the land and buildings affected, and the large number of employees, &e., who would 
daily use a railway in this position, I have made no investigation, and cannot form an estimate of the probable cost of my 
scheme, nor of the revenue of the railway if constructed. The position of tho railway suggested hy me is that shown by a 
red line on the mapof Svdney, by Mr. Surveyor Perdriau, to-day, at my direction, and is initialled by me.

" JOHN WEARNE,
Witness—Stephen E. Perdriau. April 1st, 1897.

Note.—The line proposed bj Mr. Wearne would bo abou fc 03 chains long, ot u hich ho proposes a tcual length of 00 chains should be in tunnel.—S.E. I’.

The following ia a description of Glebe Island ;—
Glktif, Island comprises an area of about 344 acres, being about 34f chains long and about 10 chains wide. It extends 
into the harbour north-easterly from Balmain at a point near the south-western end of the borough, aud was, as the name, 
implies, an island. It is now a promontory, the greatest height being towards the north-cast. Manyyears ago acauseway, 
about 1 chain wide, was built connecting it with tlie mainland. Within the last few years an area of about 12 acres, lying 
to the north-west of the island, and joining it with Balmain for a length of about 12 chains, was reclaimed from the harbour 
hy the Crown. The reclamation was effected to ulxite the nuisance caused by the stench from the mud flat. This land is 
not used, except a small piece railed off for a cricket ground. The two areas combined are about 4Gi acres. The island is 
bounded on the north by White Bay, dividing it from Balmain ; east by Johnstone’s Bay and Black wattle Cove, dividing 
it from Pyrmont; and south by Eozellc Bay, dividing it from the Glebe and Amiandale. Tbe
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i—-r-’. total length of the water frontage of the island, including that of tlie reclamation, is about a mile. The reclama- S. E.
tion is, of course, level ; but the whole of the island has a bold rooky foresborc—in fact the solid rock shows freely all over Perdriau. 
the surface, and at a few yards back from the shore line a height of 15 feet above high-water level in reached, the height f—s 
rapidly increasing hy nigged rocky slopes until the highest point is reached, which is 90 feet above high-water level. 14April, 1897.

The central portion is a plateau from 70 feet to 90 feet above high-water level. Stone for Government works else
where is now being quarried at tbe northern end near the water.

The island occupies a peculiarly central position. It is within comparatively easy reach of tho city and nearly all 
tho populous suburbs.

From the city it is approached via Market-street, Pyrmont Bridge, Pyrmont, and Glebe Island Bridge, and is distant 
about H mile hy road from the General Post Cilice.

The nearest point on tho Carling Harbour railway is within seveu-eighths of a mile of the island, in a direct line, 
and Petersham railway station ia within 2$ miles by road. The main Sydney road from the Ryde and Hunters Hilt 
districts, via the four bridges called Five Cock, Long Cove, Glebe Island, and Pyrmont Bridges, crosses the southern 
portion of the island, and forma the frontage road of tlie Abattoirs.

The -Abattoirs.

The Abattoirs for the Sydney and Metropolitan District occupy the area of about 7 acres lying southward of the 
road, and the small space on whioh the mutton houses are erected, northward of the same.

The desiccating works situated at the southern extremity of the island are now disused, the blood and offal being 
conveyed to sea in punts.

There are six dwellings of various sizes and material scattered over the more northern section of the island, all 
-occupied by officials connected with the Abattoirs.

The small Post and Telegraph Office located here was closed a few months ago owing to the insuffioicncy of business.
Upon the high land northward of the road, and immediately opposite the Abattoirs, there is a large tank or reservoir 

hewn out of tho solid rock. It is about 240 feet x 85 feet, and 20 feet deep. Water for flushing the slaughter-houses is 
pumped from the harbour into this tank. The pumps are said to be capable of lifting 40,000 to 50,000 gallons per hour.

There is no permanent occupation of any part of the island excepting in connection with the Abattoirs. The Abattoirs 
are said to be thirty-six years old and antiquated, and it is held that iiothing short of entirely new and much larger and 
higher buildings could bring them up to present requirements.

There is no railway to the island, and the cattle and sheep, &c., are driven here from the sale-yards at Homebush, a 
distance of from 7 to 8 miles ; and as the total for tho year is between 900,000 and 1,000,000 it is evident that the objections 
raised in tbe populous suburbs en route against the cattle-driving nuisance are not without foundation. It is considered by 
those competent to judge that no other site in the metropolitan district presents such advantages for Abattoirs ns Glebe 
Island. Its central position has already been referred to.

It is all high land, aud being almost isolated by the surrounding broad stretches of salt water, objectionable odours 
are dissipated before they reach tho surrounding residential districts. (Complaints have, however, been made from time to 
time with regard to tlie unpleasant smells, particularly at Glebe Point; hut there does notappear to have been any sustained 
effort by the public for the removal of the Abattoirs.)

Such extensive deep water frontage affords unequalled facilities for tho shipment of meat for foreign countries.
An advantage of a very peculiar nature is that the island ia entirely free from blow-flies. It is said that none have 

ever been seen there.
Cattle arc sometimes brought by sea to the island, whence they have to be driven to the sale-yards at Homebush to 

be sold. They are then driven back and slaughtered.
A light liue of railway leaving the main line at Stanmore station, via White Creek—a distance of little more than 

2 miles—lias been suggested to overcome tbe nuisance arising from cattle-driving, and the reclaimed land might be used for 
sale-yards ; but those engaged in the trade state that if tho Abattoirs were removed any considerable distance from the city 
the result would be an increase in the price of meat.

For many yearn no blood nor offal has been allowed to go into the harbour, hut no doubt pollution occurs to some 
extent from tho surface drainage.

Soundings and diorings.

Commencing at the bridge on the east side and thence northerly and round tlie eastern end of the island, the depth 
of water at 100 feet out from high-water mark is from 7 to 15 feet at low tide, deepening to 19 feet in the middle of the 
bay between the island and Pyrmont; but that depth is not reached within 600 feet from the northern portion of tlie island 
towards Balmain. Along the north-western foreshore the water is shallow. At 200 feet out from high-water mark it 
varies from 5 feet to 12 feet in depth at low tide.

Borings to rock were taken in 1881 on the foreshore extending from the bridge north-easterly and round the eastern 
end of the island. These show' that, at 200 feet out from high-water mark, rock is reached at a depth of 20 feet, and less 
from low-water level.

The officer in charge of such work is, however, doubtful whether the plan affording the information re borings 
stated above is correct.

From about the middle of the sea-walf of the reclamation above referred to, a pile jetty about 240 feet long and 
30 feet wide has been thrown out into the harbour.

The locality of the jetty had previously been dredged, as well as a channel to the same from the harbour, so that 
mow vessels drawing up to 20 feet of water can he accommodated.

Apparently no soundings nor borings have been taken on the south side of tho island from the bridge.

Kobert Smith, Solicitor, sivorn, and examined:—
2281. President.-] How long have you resided in Sydney ? Thirty-six years. R- Smith.
2282. Bo you desire to make a statement to the Commission of your views ? Tes. What I have to say
has mostly to do with the proposed extension of the railway to Circular Quay by way of Barling Harbour 14Aprii,l897.
on the eastern side. It must be evident to anyone who studies the matter that to extend the railway from
its present terminus at Darling Harbour round the eastern, side of that harbour to Circular Quay or
Dawes "Point would be a wicked waste of public money. It would be a great interference with the actual
traffic going on at those wharfs day by day. It would interfere with the mode in which the wharfs now
get rid of their produce, by that produce having to cross the rails, and having to wait for the trains to get
out of the way. It would also very much interfere with tho letable values of the properties on that side
of Darling Harbour. _ Looking, however, at the necessity which may exist, either now or in the future,
for connecting the railway at Darling Harbour with the Government wharfs at ’Woolloomooloo Bay and
Circular Quay, I would suggest the propriety of connecting Darling Harbour with Cowper Wharf by means
of a tunnel. Scarcely any expense would be incurred for land-resumption if a tunnel were carried under
Liverpool-street to BSinabeth-street from the head of Darling Harbour, and then by tunnel or open
cutting under Hyde Park and round to Cowper Wharf. The railway could thence be carried by a short
tunnel to the western side of Parm Cove—that is, the Botanic Gardens—and it would then be
within a stone’s throw of Port Macquarie. If Fort Macquarie were to be made a goods terminus
the line I speak of is entirely a goods line—the area of land could be increased considerably by the
cuttings out of tbe tunnels. Tbe line of railway, so far as it encroached on Farm Cove, need not interfere
with the Botanic Gardens at all, because it would be carried over an extra line of filling with material
taken from the tunnels. By this means the railway for goods traffic—and that is, so far as I can see, the

only
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R, Smith, only object of carrying a railway at all to Circular Quay—would be carried close to Fort Macquarie, and
14AprjnS97 '*'wou]^ ^ei:l enable tho goods which would arrive at ddarling Harbour to be distributed cither at Cowper

’ • Wharf or at the entrance of Circular Quay. If it were considered necessary to extend tbe railway round
tbe Quay—although I am certain the public would find it a great inconvenience—it could eventually be
carried round to Dawes Point, and could terminate there. By this means, without interfering with 
private property in any way (excepting a very little resumption at the head of Darling Harbour), the 
G-ovorument could have a line, or a double line, of railway for goods purposes connecting all their wharfs. 
Then all the outcry there has been about bringing the railway to tho Quav would be met.
22Sd. d/r. O’Conuo)'.] Have you located that portion of the Quay upon which you propose to put n, 
station ? Port Macquarie. '
2281. AV ould you continue it round ? I would not advocate that; hut if it were necessary it could he 
carried round the Quay to Hawes Point. Personally, I do not think there is any necessity for carrying 
the goods lines further than Hading Harbour, but, if it is considered necessary, they can he continued 
in the way I suggest with the expenditure of a mere bagatelle for resumption. The line from the head of 
Darling Harbour to Cowper Wharf would bo a very short and inexpensive one to construct, and it would 
meet the object tbe Government had in view, a few years ago in resuming Cowper "Wharf. They will 
have a second main wharf communicating with the-railway. Of course, it is always open to the Govern
ment to widen tho line to Darling Harbour by widening the George-street tunnel—that is, if the traffic- 
renders it necessarv.
2285. PrmVcnA] 1 our Jlrsl; contention is, that if the Government wants to bring the railway system of 
the Colony into touch with the wharfs, they have wharfs at Woolloomooloo Bay, Darling Harbour, and 
Circular Quay, where this work can be readily carried out? Tes.
22S6. Tour second contention is, that to resume Darling Harbour and to put a railway along it would 
leave it worse than it is at present? That is so. The vessels now' have two ways of discharging. They 
discharge into lighiers on the ono side and on the wharfs on the other. If they vvant to got their goods- 
to the railway, it is more economical to take them to the train than to bring the train to tbe goods, and 
that can be done by discharging the goods into lighters, and taking them across to the present railway 
terminus. If the goods would not stand handling, railway trucks could be carried on railed lighters, and 
the goods could be landed in them.
2287. Mr. flcis&w/i.] Do you propose to have a goods terminus at Port Macquarie ? To ; I would leave 
it where it is at Darling Harbuur, but I would have a branch to that point.
22SS. Therefore, that terminus would be used not only for goods brought by vessels, but for the loading 
of produce into the vessels? To; that terminus would only be used for the purpose of receiving cargo, 
which would go to Darling Harbour and he made up into proper truck-loads, and taken up country. It 
would only be a terminus for receiving and discharging goods, but not a terminus in the same sense as is 
the Darling Harbour terminus for making-up trains for the country.
2280. Are you aware that vessels cannot lie within several hundred yards of Fort Macquarie on account 
of tho shallowness of the water? I know that vessels come to within a comparatively few yards, 
where the P. and 0. Co.’s boats lie, of Fort Macquarie—200 yards, or something like that. The 
cartage from there would be tlie same as it would be if the goods had to be carted 10 feet. It is not so 
much the cartage which cost the money as the handling. Goods could be trucked to the ships’sides 
from Fort Macquarie, or lines of trains could be carried—if tbe people are unwise enough to allow it— 
right round Circular Quay from that point.
2290. But, in consequence of the rocks projecting for some distance into the harbour at Fort Macquarie,. 
vessels could not lie close? .1 would not propose that they should. I would take the goods to tho vessels- 
and not tho vessels to tho goods. It is more economical to carry goods on the water than it is on land. 
2221, Jlr. JZitmjj/icry.] Tour idea is that the present connection with Darling Harbour is sufficient? 
I think so.
2292. But if it he dc sirahlc to connect other wharfs, then the Government wharfs at IToolloomooloo Bay 
might be connected, and they would be ample for all commercial purposes? Yes; I believe that; at 
the present time Darling Harbour is ample for all commercial purposes, but the Government have, at 
great expense, resumed Cowper Wharf, and if they have more traffic they can connect their railway with it. 
2292. Aud you would not go beyond Cowper Wharf? To, unless the public called for it.
2291, And then an extension might be made in the direction you have pointed out ? Tes.
2295. Ton say the cost would be inappreciable compared with other schemes ;—you refer to tho cost of 
the tunnel merely ? Tes.
229G. You have made no provision in your estimate for compensation to property owners who might chum 
to be affected by reason of the tunnel;—what is the law upon that subject? According to my idea, tbe 
Government could not undermine private properties without giving compensation. I think it would be 
most dangerous to attempt to do so, because many of the houses are so frailly built that quarrying under
neath them would he sure to shako their foundations, and tho Government would be let in for large 
compensation claims, and would have to pay more than if they resumed the land. But I do not propose 
to go under private property. 1. would carry the line under Diverpool-street. A very slight amount of 
compensation would have to be given to join the tunnel under Liverpool-street with the present terminus, 
and that would have to be provided for. Possibly it would amount to T-20,000 or <£ 10,000. Chadwick’s 
property on tho one side, or Kidman’s property on the other, would be nil that would be required iu 
connecting the railway with a tunnel under Liverpool-street.
2297. Is it your opinion that there could be no claim for compensation by owners of property with 
frontages to the streets under which the proposed tunnel would be constructed? There could not, 
unless tbe construction was so badly carried out as to cause damage to the foundations. I only suggest 
a tunnel for a double line, -which would not require a width of more than 21 feet. With regard to the 
passenger-traffic, I think it is a most important thing for tho railway system, and for the credit of the city 
itself, that the railway should be in a more central position than it is at present,
22.JS. Mr. Lee. ] Do you admit that there is any necessity for the removal on other grounds from Bedfern ? 
I do not know. I know nothing about the traffic or tlie engineering question.
2299. If good reasons exist for removing the station from Bedfern. or giving increased accommodation at 
Bedfern, to admit of the traffic being safely carried on, are you of opinion that it wouldbe desirable to make 
that removal in the direction of an ext ension into the city, w hereby a charge could be made to cover the 
cost of expenditure ? I am of that opinion. I would point out that if the Government extend the area of the

present
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present site at Jiedfern they must deprive people there, who are very crowded, together, of some of the H Smith, 
ground which they would naturally expect to be in the Park, For insiance, supposing it were possible to '~~y
take a line from the Eveleigh station into Prince Alfred Park, at George and Cleveland streets, wc might ,4Apn!,1897. 
then utilise a great deal more of Prince Alfred Park; but what would the people of Kedfern say about it. 
lYe sliould be taking from them a park which they arc in the habit of using, and for whom—practically 
for a few aristocrats who use the east cud of tlie city. Wc would be taking air spaces from the people 
of Jiedfern because wc grudge, out of our multitude of spaces, giving up a littlo bit of land on the cast side 
of the city, where the resident population is very small indeed, and where the amount of recreation ground 
is excessive. It appears to me to be a possible but expensive deviation to resume a portion of tbe muni
cipality of Rcdfern. and to carry the railway through George-street, Redfern, into the middle of Prince 
Alfred Park ; aud then to shut up Devonshire-streot and take a portion of the cemetery, where so many 
of our ancestors are buried, and to make the railway station out of that and the Benevolent. Asylum site.
If we could extend it in that direction. I for one would not advocate it, out of consideration for the women 
and children of Jiedfern who want air space.
2300. Admitting that it would be possible to resume sufficient area of JJrinee Alfred Park to give the 
accommodation, you seo at once the enormous expenditure which would be incurred, and no revenue 
derived? Quite so. I would point out that Sydney is more inconveniently situated, so far as her principal 
railway station is concerned, than almost any modern city. Having regard to the climate, and the fact 
that you have to walk such a distance to get to Redfern. our railway station is, to my mind, at a great 
disadvantage when compared with the railway staiions of Brisbane, Melbourne, and Adelaide. Tbo people 
who really use the railway live too far away from the station.
2301. If the railway can be extended into the heart of the city, ami a charge made low enough for the
people to pay, and which will be sufficient to return the interest on die money expended, are x’ou of 
opinion that it should be extended into the heart of the city ? 1 have no doubt about it at all.
2302. Where, then, in your opinion, should the terminus be ? The terminus ought to be at Hyde Park, 
and it should not go further north than Market-street. Park-street, which is only a new street recently 
opened through the Park, would then become an unnecessary street, aud could be closed. Bringing tbe 
railway station there would, of course, improve the value of property in Park-street. My idea is that if 
the railway terminates at Market-street we would save the Supremo Court, and all the objections to the 
sacred ground at St. .lames’ Church would bo taken away. We would also make immediate communica
tion with Woolloomooloo. Market street would be carried on to join Boomerang-street and YVoolloo- 
mooloo-slreet. I would advocate the carrying of an electric tram from the terminus in Market-street, 
across Market-street, past Ihe public markets, over a new bridge which will have to bo built at Pyrmont,
.and out to the Glebe. Thus the people of the Glebe will be brought into the centre of the city and have 
access to the railway station. 11 necessary, the electric, tram could go down WToolloomooloo-stree"t. 1 would 
leave a littlo boulevard of trees to front the railway station, and would continue Market-street parallel 
with St. James’-road. "
2303. You favour Market-street for a site rather than Park-street ? Yes.
230-1. How would the site of the old Immigration Barracks suit? My impression is that that site is not 
largo enough. It. would require the taking down of the Mint.
230o. Yo ; but it would absorb a small portion of the Domain? One could do it then, but in such case I 
would not stop at the Barracks, but would take the old cricket ground—that is the ground on the Domain 

which is really not wanted now. I would also carry Moore-stveet straight into the Domain, so that the real 
railway traffic could go down there. By this means you would give access from the railway station lo the 
Post Office, Commercial Bank, and the Bank of New South AVales. If 1 could not get Hyde Park, I 
would take, not the Hyde Park Barracks, but the Domain. I would then have the railway station almost 
in front of the new Houses of Parliament, and in view of the harbour, Garden Palace grounds, Art Gallery, 
and other ornamental buildings, but still in a position which is not by any means as centra! as Market-street.
230C. Do you use the train daily ? No ; it is too far from the centre of the eitv.
2307. Are you in possession of any facts which would assist us in deciding whether the present traffic is 
■carried on under great danger? No; I have heard it said that the traffic is carried on under great danger, 
but I suspect all that could be met by additional resuptions at Clovclaud-street.

THURSDAY, 13 APRIL, 1807.
•Present:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq, M.P. (President).
' Heney Clarke, Esq, M.P.

Charles Aleued Leu, Esq, M.P. 
John Lionel Feci an, Esq, M.P. 
G-EonuE Black, Esq, M.P.

Esq, M.P.

Titc Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphrey, M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The lion. Charles .TamesRoeerts,C.M.G-,M.L.C. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.O. ,

Frank Parnell

William Cowper, sworn, and examined :—
■2308. President.] Are you a resident of Sydney ? Fes, I have been a resident for nearly twenty years, W. Cowper.
2309. Have you given the question of tho extension of tho railway into the city serious consideration ? Yes.
2310, Mill you explain your scheme? I have had a good deal of experience in the old country in HApriI,ia07. 
resunung land for the large new Town Hall, Manchester, for the Sheffield-aud-Lincolnshire and Lancashire-
and-Aorkshire stations; also for improvements for the London and INort;h-We;-tern railwav and tho 
•Oldham Bridge and Guide railway resumptions, and for tho Manchester and Salford Corporation in widening 
Deansgatc, which cost £2,500,000. AVe did that improvement and made a profit of about £2o0,000. My 
•scheme is this :—I propose to give to the city one large goods station which-will consist of three srories, 
and one large central station which will be 350 to 41.0 yards in length, running from Liverpool-street 
to Hay-street, and lying between Elivnheth-street aud Pitt-street. That is what I term Ihe principal 
passenger station. I then provide you five other small stations which will be something similar to the 
Gore-street station, London ; only one or two will be open ones. I then provide you with a traffic scheme 
for Woolloomooloo, with a, traffic scheme for Circular Quay, aud for all the wharfs along Sussex-street to 
the terminus. I start at the present station at Redfern and extend all the traffic lines inf o what is now

■ termed
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W. Cowper. termed the Burying Ground, the Benevolent Institution, including Belmore Park, and terminating at Hay- 
iSAoriTlSS? s*'reek getting all these hues down to a lower level, whioh I take from Hay-street and the

3 P ’ " present market, I there provide sidings for a goods station. I return then to Bedfern station, and
rise over Devonshire-strect by one or two bridges—l have only provided one in my scheme there—on 
to a higher floor over and above the level of Hay-street, by about 16 feet as far as I can judge, which will 
give a clear headway underneath of 13 feet. 1 then level that floor which is lo feet above Hay-street over 
the whole of Belmore Park, and all the grounds included in those streets—that is to say, between Elizabeth- 
street, Pitt-street, Devonshire-strect, and Hay-street. I use that level entirely for a passenger traffic and 
continue forward on the same level up to Liverpool-street, where I get my central and principal station, 
1 then take a lower level for two of the suburban lines. 1 give a fall of about 1 in 30, and so get a 
sufficient depth to strike with a tunnel underneath Liverpool-street and Elizabeth-street into Hyde Park. 
I then come underneath Hyde Park to Park-street, and I get there a small underground passenger 
station with staircases emptying into Park-street, I then go forward, still underneath, to the Domain 
gates on tbe left-hand side. Inside the Domain, I propose forming another station—not a very large one 
—sufficient for all the suburban trains to empty at, because 1 intend all suburban trains to run on 
these lines down to wherever they go. Then J go forward with a branch line to Woolloomooloo. I 
propose putting a small passenger station there, and then to continue goods tram-lines in connection with 
that station in the tunnel to different parts of the wharfs. Then 1 start at the Domain gates with 
another tunnel, and come to the Domain-road and get another small station there similar to Park-street 
station for the use of people wishing to go to the Gardens and elsewhere. I continue this tunnel to Port 
Macquarie and there empty on to that ground which I propose to utilise for a goods tram-line in connection 
with this line, which would connect all Circular Quay and some of the wool warehouses with it. Then I 
return to Bedfern railway station again and on to the siding which adjoins tho siding running down to 
Darling Harbour, and I continue that with a rising grade up to what I term the third storey. The third 
storey extends only as far as Hay-street, and includes all the land, as before stated, up to the Bedfern 
station, or nearly so. It might be needful to leave 50 or .100 yards adjoining Devonshire-street for the 
sake of getting a proper grade down lo the lower station. Therefore, the upper storey would not need to 
come quite so far as Dcvonshire-street. It would atop short 50 or 100 yards. I propose to use the upper 
storey for wool, hides, and such goods as have auction sales attached to them. I get an outlet by a bridge 
across Elizabeth-street to Mary-slreet, or somewhere about there, so as to give an outlet for all the goods- 
which come into that upper station. J think, as nearly as I can calculate, the bottom ground resumption 
will consist of 32 acres. Taking the three stories together, wc should get 96 acres of station accommo
dation proper. .1 reckon the main station consists of about 11 acres, aud I think I might put with it the 
Tort Macquarie fortification land of 10 acres. That will give about 117 acres of traffic accommodation.
2311. Where did you get your areas P I have estimated them. Then I start and branch out of the 
lowest storey into Hay-street with two traffic tram-lines for the accommodation of goods along Sussex- 
street and Bussex-street wharfs. I continue that lino through Sussex-street, through the Gasworks, 
down to the Kent-street wharf and two others. There might be some improvement difficulties to deal 
with, and I think the wharf-owners, as well as the Government, would have to yield very much, so as to 
bring the matter into working possibility. Most of those wharfs would then be on a level with this goods- 
traffic tram-line ; but there are others, before we get down lo the lower part of Sussex-street, which would 
lie much lower than Sussex-street. I propose that the wharf-owners in these cases should provide a 
bridge or some means on a level with Sussex-street, so as to admit the trucks to go over and above tbo 
wharfs which are on a lower level, so that goods might be by such means wound up by steam power and 
placed in the trucks and the trucks run forward again into Sussex-street upon the Sussex-street goods-traffie 
line. This would bring all the goods iu connection with my Belmore Park underground goods station, 
and could be put into communication with all the principal lines at present running into Kedfern station.
2312. Mr. Lee.] What would be the cost of carrying out your scheme P Including the cost of the-
Belmore station, resumptions of land from Liverpool-street to Hay-street and from Pitt-street to Elizabeth- 
street, and the buildings and land connected with tbe Boman Catholic Schools or Church, and the 
tunnelling through the Park to Port Macquarie only—I do not include anything outside the tunnel; and the 
same with Woolloomooloo,—I do not include anything beyond tapping the main outlet—and including- 
six platform stations (I include the lower platform in the main station as one of the stations), and the 
large passenger station, the cost will be about £2,000,000.* 1 have tried to pass with single lines on the
same principle by Wexford-street to Bedfern station on two different forms—one is marked with a black 
cross line,—and I think I could get through to Bedfern station by that line (that is, including the tunnel 
and stations) for £250,000,
2313. Additional? Ho; alone, I take that as a separate scheme. I tried then to pass down Wexford- 
street, making less or fewer resumptions, and only taking about 1 acre out of the land belonging to the 
Blind Institution and Police Barracks, and I thiok 1 could connect Bedfern station by saving those 
resumptions for £225,000.
2314. Of course, all these are merely estimates of costs ? That is all; there might be something saved or 
something to add.
2315. How do you propose to get goods to the third storey ? The two lines adjoining the line which 
runs to Darling Harbour 1 propose continuing by a bridge acrossDevonsbire-street into the upper storey. 
Erom that point it would he convenient to run the sidings to all parts of the upper station. I may state 
that I have only seen one scheme, and that is Mr. McMasters. I think his scheme for passing under the. 
harbour is one of the best I have ever seen, and I think it might be attached to my scheme.
2316. Tou would accept Mr. McMaster’s scheme beyond E'ort Macquarie? I would.

TUESDAY,

*jStoib (on revition) ■.—In this sum I have included £10,000 for the extension of Castlereagh-street into 'Elizabeth- 
street, with a careful grade, so as to get all tho traffic to run through this new street, in place of continuing to run through 
Pevonshire-street, I also intend to run the trams out of Cnsl lercagh-ttreet on to the second level portion of the station, 
along the Elizabeth-street side, and bo to come out at tho comer of Liverpool-street into Elizabeth street. I also purpose 
diverting the George-street trams, at the corner of Devonshire-strcet,, to the second level station, and to run them along Pitt- 
street side to Liverpool-street, or nearly so, giving a curve round the front of tho station into Elizabeth-street; or to run 
them up Castlereagh-street to join Elizabeth-street at some other point. Thus I get all the trams and trains to come together1 
at my new central station. Oxford-street trams excepted.
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TUESDAY, 20 APRIL, 1897.

present:—
THOMAS THOMSON" EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).

Tlie Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphrey, M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
The Hon. Daniel O'Connor, M.L.C.

Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P. 
.Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P. 
John Lionel Peg an, Esq., M.P. 
Georoe Black, Esq., M.P.

Stephen Edward Perdrinu, Surveyor, Department of Lands, further examined:—
2317. President.] You have been asked to furnish some information with regard to Mr. Greenwood’s s-P- 
scheme? Yes, as to the value of land. The amount to be resumed would be about 5 acres, allowing a "erdriu.ii. 
width of 80 feet. That is the portion of land to bo resumed which Mr. Greenwood calls the open cutting. ooT^TTsg-
2318. You leave the question of the land which would be under an overhead railway or over a tunnel out Pn ’ ,
of consideration? Yes. .
2319. Suppose we take it for granted that the open cutting and the overhead railway would require 
tho resumption of land, leaving the question of the land under which tho tunnel is an undecided one at 
present, how much would the area be then ? I have excluded the station in the open cutting; it would 
be 6 acres 2 roods 20 perches.
2320. Have you made the width greater down to Circular Quay ? No; the same width all the way—
80 feet.
2321. What would be the value of the 6a- acres ? About £500,000. _
2322. What does Mr. Greenwood estimate it at? He takes a smaller area—3$ acres—and he puts it at 
£370,000. I think his estimate of 3*- acres at that amount is fair, but it does not include the 10 per cent., 
nor compensation for the forced sale or the disruption of business.
2323. In that 31 acres he does not include the land which would require to be resumed under an overhead 
railway, nor any extra width necessary for stations? No, and he proposes to go under York-strect; and 
Mr. Foxlee, in criticising Mr. Sclfe’s proposal to do the same thing, said York-street was not sufficiently 
wide for four lines without interfering with the foundations of buildings. You would have to shunt at 
the Quay in a tunnel, and in a part of the city very much used for traffic, especially by omnibuses. I 
think the land between the Custom House and tho water’s edge is reclaimed land. Mr. Greenwood also 
takes 2 acres of Wynyard-square for a station.

John Cash Neild, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined:—
2324. Presid/mf.] You represent the electorate of Paddington in the Legislative Assembly ? Yes.
2325. Do you wish to make a statement ? I wish to submit with a great deal of respect, and at the same 
time very strongly, that, in my opinion, and in the opinion of a great many citizens with ■whom I have 
conversed, to bring tlie railway line to tbe top of King-street and leave it there would be a highly 20Apn . 8 7. 
undesirable plan to adopt in the interests of the public. I also wish to say that I am one of those who
are strongly opposed to interfering with what J may describe as the garden of tho poor—Hyde Park.
Perhaps 1 am not out of order in recalling the fact that when, a few years ago, a proposal was made to 
interfere with the Park for railway purposes, a very large public meeting was bold in the Park during the 
lunch-hour, attended by several thousands of persons, at which resolutions were unanimously adopted 
disapproving of any interference with the surface. That meeting was not organised by any agitators.
It was presided over by the Hon. James Norton, M.L.C., and the resolutions were spoken to by a largo 
number of influential citizens. Assuming that it is considered desirable to bring the railway into the city,
I submit other things than the mere convenience of a certain section of the population residing on the 
railway line should be considered. It is impossible to get a lino which will absolutely convenience all the 
community. I have thought out a scheme which I admit at once 1 cannot give any estimates for—for 
two reasons. One is that I am not a civil engineer; and another is that as far as the value of the 
properties is concerned I have not gone into the matter. Tho first part of my proposal differs very little 
from those which have been made by a great many persons. My proposal is as follows:—
Leaving the Ttedfem station (which ia not in Kedfern, hut in the city), the line would cross over Devonshire-strcet and 
pass into the grounds of tho Benevolent Asylum, on the site of which a largo passenger station should be constructed.
Thence, passing behind the Female Refuge, the line would cross Belmore Gardens and Hay-street on a viaduct, thus 
avoiding material interference with the gardens, and in no way disturbing the tiain-line.

Passing under Goulburn-street, the line would roach a slightly sunken station to occupy the area of land hounded by 
Goulburn and Liverpool, Castlereagh and Elizabeth streets. From this point the liue would pass, in tunnel, under Hyde 
Park in a north-easterly direction, and enter Cook Park on the north side of William-street, near its junction with 
Bocuuerang-sti-oet. Neither Liverpool, Elizabeth, College, nor William streets would be interfered with. Boomerang, 
street would, however, be closed, and the cable tram-line taken via William-atroet.

Cook and Phillip Parks, now absolutely useless and unused, and having, with Boomerang-street, an area of about 
12 acres, would be cut down and levelled, providing a splendid site for the central station close to the top of King-street, 
and having access to the cable tram on two sides.

From tiio north-east corner of the station the lino could be taken to Woolloomooloo Bay to accommodate passenger 
and goods traffic, and thence run eastward through Paddington, Woollahra, Waver ley. Hand wick, and westward through 
Waterloo to the Illawariw line, as has been frequently proposed.

Tlie city line would cross Woollooinooloo-streot on a viaduct, at tlie east end of the Cathedral grounds, and shortly 
after entering the Domain would pass, in tunnel, north-westerly to the south-east corner of the Circular Quay, An under
ground station, to accommodate passenger traffic to tlie Domain and Gardens, the new Houses of Parliament, the Public 
Library, &u., could be established between the Cricket Ground and tho Bourke Statue, and another large underground 
station, with outlets by bights of steps to Phillip-street and very slightly ascending footivuys tu the Circular Quay, could 
be placed at the site of the Water Police Court, thus amply providing for the waterside passenger traffic.

A short tunnel would take (ho line under Mucquarie-strect and the Inner Domain to Macquarie Point, where a 
goods station could he established.

From the south-east corner of the Circular Quay the line would pass, in cutting, to the western aide of the Quay, 
where another station could be constructed on and about the site of the old Commissariat Stores, from which point a shoit 
tunnel and open line, skirting George-street North, would enable the railway to reach Dawes Point, whence it could here
after be taken, in steel tunnel, under tlie harbour, to unite with the existing line at Milson’a Point. The Dawes Point branch 
would render valuable the large Government property formerly occupied by the A.S.N. Company.

196—P

J. C. Neild, 
Esq., M.P.

The
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J. 0. Neild, Tho main line would pass, in tunnel, westerly, under Georgeand other streets, tho Observatory Hill, and Kent-street,
Ksq., M.P* and a station could be constructed between the line of Kent-street and Hurling Harbour, on tbe vacant land north of tho 

Gas Company’s premises, where any necessary reclamation could he readily carried out with the material from the tunnel, 
20April,1897. Tbe erection of wharfs at this point would prove a moat profitable expenditure, both as regards wharfage dues and 

railway traffic.
A short line, in tunnel, under Kent-street, would tap the goods traffic of the Grafton wharfs, and another, that of 

Miller’s Point. , , -it
The cost of removing the rook excavated in. the construction of the line might be reduced to a nominal sum by 

removing it in punts to, say, Pose Bay, and building an island in the useless shallow water there; an island which would, 
in time, liecome an added beauty to the harbour. It would cost as much to cart as to excavate, possibly more.

The length of the tunnels would be, approximately ;—
]. Under Hyde Park, a little over a quarter of a mile. _
2. Under the Domain, a little under three-quarters of a mile.
3. Under the Observatory, a little over a quarter of a mile.

• Say one and a half miles in all.
The city block to be resumed contains nothing but squalid and paltry structures.

■ One of tho great costs of a city or suburban railway will be the difficulty of getting rid of the material 
excavated, and I submit that the cost of removing rock excavated in the construction of the line might 
be reduced to a nominal sum by running it in tramways to punts and removing it to the shallow waters 
of Rose Bay, now useless for shipping, and building one or more islands there, which would add to the 
picturesquencss of the locality, and probably have a use hereafter. The main points in favour of my 
scheme are these: There would be no buildings of any value destroyed. The cost of resumptions would 

■bo reduced to the smallest possible minimum, and no public park, or place of recreation of any value 
would bo interfered with. I take it that it is impossible to obtain an absolutely central site. If you 
go to Melbourne, the stations are all at the side of the city. ]f you go to^Adelaide and Brisbane, it is so, 
and if you go to London, the same thing obiains. You will find stations in London only just across the 
/Thames ; and the distance between the waterside stations—Charing Cross, Blackfriars and Cannon- 
street— and the Liverpool-street, Paddington, Boston, or St. Pancraa station, or away to the w est the 
Victoria station, is to be measured by miles, and requires from twenty minutes to halt' an hour of eabr
driving to reach them. . . . rv i
2326. You believe that the city railway should be brought in touch with Woolloomooloo Bay, Circular
Quay, and Darling Harbour ? I do. _ _ ,
2327. And any extension to the city should carry with it the possibility of extension to tbe eastern 
.suburbs? Yes. As an old business man. I certainly think the goods traffic of the Colony has quite as 
much occasion to bo considered as the passenger traffic, because there is steam, and there is to be electric 
tram communication with Redfern. There are abundance of ’buses and cabs. Tho time occupied in 
getting from any central portion of the city by any of these moans is a matter only of a few moments, 
whilst for the goods traffic tbe time occupied amounts to an hour or thereabouts. Ihe cost of moving a 
ton of goods to Redfern station is very much greater than to move a passenger or two. ,

■ 232S. You, in your scheme, save resumption as much as you can. Then you^save the people s park, and 
then you bring your scheme into touch with the Government wharfs at W oolloomooloo Bay, Circular

• Quay, and Darling Harbour. Those three things control your scheme, with the possibility of an extension
' to tho North Sboro and eastern suburbs ? Exactly. .

2329. And a scheme which does that—although not exactly on the same lines as yours—meets your 
approval? Yes.
2330. Mr. Mumphery.'] You mentioned the terminal stations at Melbourne, Brisbane, and Adelaide, as 
not being in tho heart of the city; are wo to understand that you mean they are not nearer the main 
street of the cily than the position you propose for the Sydney terminus at Boomerang-street? Not
materially. _ -n
2331. Yon do not desire to convey that the present Redfern station is as near the Sydney Post Office as
■are the Brisbane, Adelaide, and Melbourne stations near the post-offices there? No; the Melbourne, 
Adelaide, and Brisbane stations are much nearer the post-offices than ours is. _
2332. Do you think the present station is sufficiently near to the main business centre ? If nothing more
is to be considered than tbe passenger traffic to and from the city. Jf tho suburban extensions and goods 
traffic are to be excluded from consideration, a proper site for the railway station would be about the site 
of tbe present Benevolent Asylum. If only the passenger Iraffic from the western suburbs is to be 
considered, the Colony ought not to be put to tbe expense of bringing a line further than the site of the 
Benevolent Asylum. I admit that the present site is considerably inconvenient, as well as somewhat 
distant. It cannot be approached by foot passengers without considerable risk in connection with passing 
trams and vehicles. It is too busy aud dangerous a point. _
2333. Tlie present position with regard to the Benevolent Asylum is this: That almost the same
expenditure would be necessary there as to make a terminal slaiion nearer to Ring-street, and there would 
be no return upon the expenditure, inasmuch as the travelling public would not Jjc required to pay more 
than they pay at the present time, whereas by bringing the station nearer to King-street an additional 
charge could be made, which would cover interest on the cost of construction. Having that in view, as 
well as the presentinconvement position of the Redfern station, do you not think it would be desirable to 
extend the railway into the city instead of leaving it as you suggest at the Benevolent Asylum ? I say 
plainly I am not in favour of keeping tho station at or near Devonshire-strect. I think it ought to be 
brought further. _
2334. You think it should be somewhere near to St. Mary’s Cathedral ? Yes. _
2335. That site would be as convenient to the public as tho proposed Park-street or St. .Tames’-road sites,
or even the site of the Government Architect’s Office ? There is practically no difference between the site 
I suggest and that of the Government Architect’s Office, btR my great objection to bringing it to the 
position you describe would bo the destruction of valuable buildings aud Hyde Park. I do not think the 
short distance between St. .Tamcs’-road and Cook and Phillip Parks sites would warrant the destruction 
of the buildings and Park which I have spoken of. t *
2336. You regard the 10 acres of Hyde Park at tho corner of St. James’s-road and Elizabeth-street as 
much more valuable than Cook or Phillip Parks? I do.
2337. You would rather sacrifice Cook and Phillip Parks than the 10 acres along Elizabeth-street and 

' St. James1-road ? I would utilise instead of sacrifice. I do not know that beyond the feeding of a few
stray
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stray cows, either Cook or Phillip Park are put to any purpose. I think a great deal of care shouldhe Neild,
exercised m connection with tunnels. There has been anv amount of difficulty with t e nee g
1? ail way in London, and it is the most filthy mode of travelling I have ever experienced, even tnougn tne 2oAl)ril)1S97.
engines are supposed to he free from smoke. My suggestion involves only about a quaiter o ^ml
tunnel to reach the central station. The ventilation could be accomplished by openings in e
which could be made ornamental, I am quite certain that if the George-street electric tram is as succes
as we hope it will be, a large number of people will prefer to travel by it than to go through a unne .
2338. Have you any hesitation in saying that if it is possible to avoid a tunnel, in extending t e rai way,

. it should be done even at additional cost ? I think so. _ , , , ,. , •
2339. Is it your view that wherever the temporary station may he built in the city, we shou reep i
mind the further extension of tlie railway, so as to touch Circular Quay, and come round by way o i 
suburbs, to connect with the Illawarra line ? Certainly. _ . , , .
2310.' Mr. Black.'] If money is to be spent on giving increased railway accommodation, the return! g 
portion—that is to say, the lino itself—will be that which carries the passengers? Phe passengers an
Isil. That is to say, the mere removal of the station to a point which may be considered more central, 

which will be merely a place of ingress and egress, would not of itself constitute any reason tor asmiig 
people to pay -J-d- or Id. additional fare. It is not tho station which benefits them, but the line itselt. i es.
2312. Then if the central station is left where it is, and the passengers are carried further on by a ine,
that of itself will constitute a sufficient excuse for asking them to pay an additional fare ? 1 take i or
granted an additional fare will be paid. _
2313. But not because of the removal of the station alone ? Ko.

WEDNESDAY 28 ABRIL, 1897.

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (Peesident),
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humpuert, M.L.C. 
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
Tlie Hon. William Joseph Tt.ickett, M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Regan, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Henry Hass all, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

' John Wright, Civil Engineer, sworn, and examined_
2314. Brcsidenfl I believe that for a number of years yon were employed by the Government as a ^^8^-
constructing engineer? Yes. _ , _ 28April, 1S97.
2315. Are you aware of the various schemes which have been from time to tune suggested tor tho extension
into the city of the railway ? Yes. . ,
2346. Do you desire to make a general statement? Yes. In the many proposals which have been made, 
with the exception of one, it has been found necessary to mine tunnels. As far as the railway practice of 
the old country and America is concerned, tunnels have been found most uncomfortable, and people now 
realise tbe fact that they arc unhealtby. In addition to that, they involve great initial cost as well as 
great cost of maintenance. It has struck me for some years past that no proposal would he better than 
one to connect the north with the south. _ -
2317. That is the present railway system in the south with the North Shore and Hornsby one ? I es. Com
plaint is made as to the congestion of traffic at Redfern. It does not matter from what part you come— 
south, west, or north—you meet a dead end. If any loop could be found—for example, a loop which will 
connect the Northern lino with Redfern, so that there will be a clear way right through—-the cost or 
making it would be warranted, because of the facilities which it would give for relieving the Redfern 
traffic. I do not think it is possible that any tunnel under the harbour would be less costly than an over 
bridge. So far as shipping is concerned, we are getting lower down with our masts. About six years ago 
I ascertained the heights of all the vessels. The “ Cutty Sark” was the highest—about; 171 or 172 teeri 
Now we get steamers under 100 feet. The'largest steamers now afloat have masts of from 100 to 120 
feet. Tho easiest way of getting out of our difficulty is, I think, to connect the north with the south as 
suggested. The various loops for eastern suburbs could be arranged from Redfern, but in what manner 1 , 
aui1 not prepared to say. That is a matter for the Railway Commissioners. My principal reason tor 
giving evidence is to bring before you the fact that it would relieve nearly one-third of the traffic of the . ■
Colony if we had a loop and an overhead bridge going to North Shore. _ .
2348. You understand that there might be a need to bring a large number of trains into the city to carry 
the suburban passengers who would not be required to pass to North Shore ? _ Yes..
2349. Therefore, that does not cure the evil ? No ; but it takes away one-third of it at once.
2350. What is your idea with regard to the position of the bridge? One or two have been suggested, 
and I think the best will be one from the Observatory to Blue’s Point, or from Dawes Point to McMahon s

2351. What height? If the exigencies of the wool traffic demand that wool vessels shall go beyond it, it 
will have to be of such a height as to enable them to pass clear. It should be about 170 feet. If the 
vessels strike their topmasts 150 feet would be ample.
2352. What about the cost of the bridge? That was estimated by Sir John Fowler at about £/,.>0,000.
When Sir Benjamin Baker was out here, however, he told me it could be constructed for about f500,000 
or £600,000 ; that includes the approaches. There were two proposals—one with cylinders and the other 
with cantilevers—only one pier in the centre. .
2353. What would be the cost of the resumption between Redfem and the southern approach to the
bridge ? About £800,000. That estimate was made in the year 1891 or 1892. _
2354. Have you any idea of the cost of the North Shore resumptions ? It would be very light now.
There is only about a mile of line to construct from between Edwards’-road and Blue’s Point, audit isnot 
mDch built upon. ' 2355.
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would be the cost of the construction of the line from Redfern to the bridge approach ?
28Aoril 1897. J^-ocor^’1)g to the official estimate, made six years ago, it would be £26,000 or £27,000. That was for a 

’ '* double line only.
2356. Was it all open ? Tes,
2357. Any of it overhead ? Yes; some of it about the Haymarket, and the residue was on the surface, 
or in slight cuttings in one or two places.
2358. Does the resumption iuelude the area required for station sites? Yes; of course they would he 
limited, and as narrow as possible.
2359. Roes the £30,000 carry with it the construction of tho railway stations ? Yes; I think only tiro 
were proposed.
2360. Therefore the works and the resumption required from Redfern until you reach the northern side 
of tho harbour—say McMahon’s Point—would cost £1,430,000 ? About £1,500,000.
2361. To that requires to be added the cost of the resumption on the northern side of the harbour, and 
the construction of the line on the northern side of the harbour ? Yes.
2362. You believe that in both instances the cost would not be very great? T do not see how it could he 
on the northern side of the harbour, because it is not built over, except very slightly at ono point. When 
I went over I do not think there were more than 200 houses, and I do not think 1 per cent, has been 
added since.
2363. How high would the cliffs he at the northern approach to tho bridge? There is rather a long 
approach on the northern side. Tho cost of that approach is embraced in the £600,000 for the bridge.
2364. How far from the water would the bridge be at tbe point at which the railway would touch it ? 
On the hi'orth Shore side about 30 to 35 chains from the water.
2365. You require that to get a grade to the bridge ? Yes.
2366. Mr. Hoskin$.~] Do you think one-third of the people who now use tho Yorth Shore ferry would go 
so far out of their way to the Observatory to get to the bridge ? I can only reply from the results of 
the construction of the Brooklyn Bridge in America. The ferry traffic there was reduced from about 
forty boats to four.
2367. President.'] Would the bridge be fit for the carriage of all traffic? Yes; and the railway as well.
2368. Mr. Sumphery.] Have you considered the proposal to extend the railway from Redfern to Park- 
street or St. James's-road ? Yes; I do not see how that will alter the present congested condition of 
Redfern ; it will simply bring it a little further on.
2369. Then you have not seen tlie proposal to have a loop ? Yes, I have. The one loop runs as far as 
there.
2370. One proposal is that there should be a loop near tbe Art GaEery, so as to render unnecessary tho 
dead end to which you take exception ? But supposing that for the next six or ten years, which is very 
likely, the increase of traffic is as great as it has been during the last six or ten years, you will still be iii 
the same fix, unless you have something to take away some of the western, northern, or southern traffic.'
2371. .Would it be practicable to extend the railway from or near the central position mentioned in the 
direction of Dawes Point, and by bridge to Korth Shore ? Yes.
2372. Therefore, although, perhaps, for present purposes, the terminal station might be regarded as 
being fixed in the vicinity of King or Park street, it would not prevent any future extension if it were 
thought necessary ? I think it would.
2373. Why ? Because you would not have sufficient elevation in King-street to get across to North 
Shore.
2374. Could it be extended from the neighbourhood of King-street to Dawes Point ? The levels are 
rather against it, because there is a great dip in George-street, and it would be some trouble to get over.
2375. Your idea is that a railway extended from Redfem must be kept to the west of George-street ? 
Yes.
2376. Therefore, your extension would essentially be to connect with the North Shore railway? Yes; I
simply suggest it as a means of relieving the present congestion at Redfern. It would be ono means of 
taking away one-third of the traffic. Of course, the northern traffic will increase more than any other 
traffic. J
2377. Mr. Hoisluns.] What is. the difference in the elevation between Redfern station and the Observa
tory ? I do not know, but it is not very much.

.T, Horbury Hunt, Architect, sworn, and examined :—
President.] Have you considered the question of a city railway ? Yes, for many years.
Has the map on the wall been prepared under your supervision ? Yes.
Do you desire to make a statement ? I should like to read my views, which are as follow:—

As an old colonist—but more especially as an architect following my profession in this city these thirty-five years—and, 
further, having for the past twenty years devoted much thought to the subject before you, while during the same time 
advocating through the public Press the practicability and possibility of making Sydney a beautiful commercial city, 
prompts ine,.gentlemen, to come before yon to-day for the purpose of entering my strongest protest against any attempt to 
insert the thin end of tbe wedge of destruction to Hyde Park, which is certain to be its ultrinate fate, by placing on any 
portion of that site a railway station—I care not how magnificent the conception of that building may be.

All of us. must admit that there will be a great national and civic advantage to a young and fast-growing city like 
this by having its metropolitan railway station well placed.

Yet a chief city station with all its advantages is not tho only, neither is it a paramount, feature in either our civic 
or national requirements.

Let it tie remembered, however, that the metropolis of any nation is in a way national property.
In all earnestness, I ask, shall one of the main features of a naturally beautiful city as Sydney undoubtedly is, I 

repeat, shall that feature be now taken from us ; yea, lost to posterity for ever. Gentlemen, I submit that this is no 
trilling question—one not to be brushed to one side simply to satisfy the requirements of a few rabid advocates of this Hyde 
Park station. I make no hesitation is saying that nine-tenths of these advocates have never carefully considered this 
important question, while very few have any fitness or disposition of thought for matters of this kind, simply their own 
selfish wants ruling their determination ; aud to fully satisfy those wants these men would have no compunction whatever 
in placing this big station building in the midst of the Botanic Gardens.

With every respect to our brother civil engineers, and especially our deservedly respected Railway Commissioners, I 
must say that these big railway structures are at best but ugly-Iooking fabrics, tbe larger in bulk the more intense in their 
inherent utilitarian ugliness.

J. B. Hunt. 2378.
■--------- 2379.

2SApril, 1897. 2380

On
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On these grounds alone, a chief railway station should not be thrust into j uxtaposition with our city architecture of J. H. Hunt, 
the type that should adorn the frontages to Hyde Park. Big warehouses and a railway station are fitter companions. ^

_ All this will hy some be termed sentiment—in fact, several who have already given evidence before you and to a 2S April,1897. 
previous Commission have spoken jeeringly of sentiment. Those gentlemen arc, I fear, just a bit ignorant of the fact that 
this particular trait of character was notably very prominent in our ancient city builders, and cannot well be set to one 
side by our modern city builders.

Every true advocate for making Sydney a beautiful commercial city will require, and they will stoutly contend for, 
tho absolute preservation of the whole existing area of Hyde Park. ,

The advocates of the Hyde Park scheme can depend on it that any attempt to obtrude on the Park any railway 
station or open cutting will be resisted in a surprisingly effectual manner. There are hundreds and hundreds of citizens 
who in other ways than coming here to protest will moke their power felt. Why, it is a fact that such a proposal of 
vandalism would not have forty-eight hours’ life in Victoria.

The streets bounding the Park will provide our coming architects with most valuable frontages for important future 
buildings in addition to several now surrounding the park.

The present or some closely-following Government will do well for the nation hy making these sites secure for the 
purpose here advocated.

The necessity for preserving this our most important city square as such (and not to be turned into a railway yard) 
will, I am confident, when once brought straight home to your intelligence, he accepted in the manner and for the purpose 
which I now desire to act out.

If I were an autocrat as well as an architect, I would at once assign to our future Public Library the whole of the 
sites of the present Law Courts, St. James’ Church, and the Kegistrar-GeneraTs Offices. Then, for our future Courts of 
Justice (to embrace all the Courts, except the Criminal), also the Attorney-General and llegistrar-General’s Departments,
I would give thereto the sites of the District Court, Equity Court, and the Mint.

No better position can be named for those important offices. The architecture of such a group could then to excep
tional advantage be seen and enjoyed from the Domain on the one side and from the Park on the other.

We have on the next and adjoining site the Cathedral of So. Mary’s, which, when completed, will he one other 
grand feature in the Park view.

Next comes the Museum, which, when finished, will be a very imposing building.
Following on comes our Sydney Grammar School. The site adjoining this should be taken for the Technical 

Museum, Then at the corner of Liverpool and College streets I would place the Girls’ Public High School (removed from 
its present position opposite the Registrar-General's Offices), thus completing the north and east side of our city square, 
while on the east side preserving that beautiful outlook over Cook Park. (Sentiment again).

On the south side, at the comer of Oxford and Liverpool streets, I would place the future new Anglican Cathedral, 
this site to be in exchange for St. James’ Church property, together with the old parsonage property site. Let it ho 
remembered that the present St. Andrew's is but a parish church. Permit me parenthetically to say that when the Church 
of Rome has completed its fine structure, then the Church of England will be aroused to a spirit of emulation ; then this 
will be unquestionably the site for its cathedral.

On the -west and fourth side we have the Synagogue, also the Oddfellows’ Hall. This hall some of these days, no 
doubt, will he made more imposing architecturally, the remaining sites to he taken for various large public buildings, for 
instance, a grand opera house, while another will go for a grand theatre. Sites on this side of the Park arc eminently suit
able for the last-named buildings, as they would have the protection of streets on all sides. Others of these sites, with 
those on the south side, to lie in time taken for various important buildings hero might properly be found homes for all our 
learned and scientific bodies.

Hyde Park thus surrounded on its four sides with buildings of the public character here set forth, and of good 
architecture, then this Park would be a spot in our city which even the ultra-utilitarian man would be justly proud of— 
yes, as proud as all of us are of the harbour—while few cities could compete with us in two such fine civic features. Will 
it not, therefore, be a great national mistake—yea, a big blunder—to intrude into this city square such a building as 

' proposed, with its surroundings. Do what you will with a railway station, it will be foreign to the architectural capa
bilities of this part of our city. On the other hand, to do anything that will prevent the future conception of what I have 
so imperfectly set before you, will be a positive disgrace to our intelligence, and a disregard to our trustship for our 
successors, who may, to our shame, ask where exists the proof of the need for destroying this city square.

Redfern v. Hyde Park.
On tliis plan of the city I have ventured to plot down my views of the extension of the railway into the city, with 

extended wharf accommodation, new sites for warehouses, together with some street improvements, all of which I respect
fully submit should be taken up as one study, because they are each important features, and, from a commercial point of 
view, in any comprehensive plan of railway or other city improvement, they sliould not, in the interests of the whole city, 
be considered one aside from the other.

It is contended—and rightly so—that the railway terminus should he near the centre of the city, but what centre— 
that of 1897 or that of 19971

In 1863 I was engaged in building a block of buildings near the Exchange, the site for those buildings having been 
fixed upon, because at that time (thirty-four years ago) that locality was considered to be about the centre of the city, 
while the old post office (standing on the present site) was spoken of as “up the town.” Therefore, those of us who have 
had many years’ practical experience of the growth of this city can best bear testimony to the fact that year by year the 
active commercial centre of the city is tending Redfemwards, where it will no doubt permanently fetch up ere fifty years 
have rolled by. On the other hand, it must be remembered that our toilers for daily bread are not now all engaged in Pitt,
George, and York streets, as of yore. Do we not see springingup in every direction about Redfern places of business where 
thousands of employees will be speedily required ; quick and easy access to the central station just as much if not moie so 
than those of us in the north-west part of the city, where we are limited in city area, while to the south-east there is no 
such limit.

It will he admitted on all sides that a metropolitan station wisely placed requires plenty of space all about it, within 
and without its own boundary lines. This, I think, is well provided for by my scheme, which, in a great measure, is that 
of ono of those set forth by the Railway Commissioners. Tho area embraced in my plan being about 35 acres taken within 
the station fences, while on the outside of those lines there will he a road 100 feet wide ; also a largo square at each of the 
three angles where the roads meet, the larger of these having an area of about 5 acres. By this plan the city would have 
for the present and far into the future ample provision for its railway requirements. In these proposed station grounds 
there will be about three and a half times the area of the proposed Hyde Park scheme.

To seriously compare the many and important advantages of the Asylum site, together with its ample future require
ments and great capabilities as against the few and less important capabilities and restricted future requirements that this 
Hyde Park scheme possesses, might well be termed playing with such comparisons. Now, as against the Asylum site, 
there cannot be advanced and successfully supported any railway engineering or civil engineering difficulty, or any archi
tectural or civic objections thereto, for it has not any. Whereas, with Hyde Park site, neither railway engineering com
bined with civil engineering skill can make it a site for a station such as this city will be demanding ere long. »

The Chief Commissioner says, in answer to 4Gt (previous inquiry), “How long do you think the station (Hyde Park) * 
you have proposed ought to last?”—“ I should think it ought to last twenty-five years; but, as 1 have already said, I 
would rather suggest, if any further accommodation were required, that the scheme to the west of the city should be 
considered.” On page 22 the Chief Commissioner further says, “ It is absolutely necessary that the station should he on 
the street level. ... It would be most unwise to adopt any underground station or anything of the kind to deal with 
the main traffic of Sydney.” Here we have the most reliable evidence from the highest authority amongst us showing that 
Hyde Park is not a perfect spot for the terminus, because it will be good for only twenty-five years ; while the fatal 
objection to it is that it is an underground station. Mark the Commissioner’s words—“ It would be most unwise to adopt 
any underground station or anything of the kind.” Mr. Eddy informed the Commission that the Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Company had recently spent £975,000 to bring their station to street level by only a few feet. ■

It will be found that after the novelty of the new station has passed away which generally awaits upon new things, ‘ 
then the business public who are to be brought into the city from beyond Redfern, and shot out at Hyde Park, 25 feet below 
the street level, there left to climb up innumerable steps, and wend their way to the vicinity of Wynyard Square—mark

yolb .
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J, H. Hunt, you, the buses, trams, and cabs are supposed to he dispensed with hy the adoption of this Hyde Park site—then on the 
homeward trip to have to climb up the King-street hill, and of a hot summer afternoon to sit in a carriage sunk down into 

2SApl'il,1897. excavation ‘-5 feet deep ; imagine all this, and the wail to follow, and the indignation that will be expressed for having 
adopted this what will be called 11 Dutch oven” terminus, or, on the other hand, “ All-to-onc-sido-of-the-city terminus;'; 
while tlie eastern residents will be severe in their censure for the unpardonable damage done to tho Park grounds.

' Flagstaff Hill,
in twenty years past I have advocated, through the public press, a scheme for resuming the wholo of the
1 lagstaff Hill and its surroundings to the extent shown on this plan by the neutral tint, and levelling tlie wholo of that 
area down to the present level of the Circular Quay. This importantly-situated section of our city as now existing is, from a 
commercial point of view, all but useless to us. On this newly formed area of the city could then be placed with great 
present and future advantage a truly city station at street level—in the position, for instance, shown on the plan by a red 
tint—with one or two underground stopping places cn rm/le to Redfern.

Trams.
I am of opinion that our Railway Commissioners are capable of serving in a most efficient manner the wants of the 

city people as well as the near-at-hund suburban residents, hy trams traversing the city streets north and south, east and 
west; picking up and putting down the travelling public almost at their will, to an extent that never could he attained by 
a railway service for such short distances. On this plan I have indicated sonic extension of our tram service.

Flagstaff Hill for Wharf axd Warrhousf. Accommodatiox.

Those who are alive to the future commercial importance of this city will commend Mr. Reid for his forethought in 
commissioning you to take into consideration the desirableness of resuming the whole of the wharf frontages of Darling 
Harbour, and reconstructing that line of wharfage and improved warehouse facilities. No doubt all this will appear to 
some men a stupendous order ; however, it is not a work to be done in five or twenty-live years. In conjunction with the 
Premier’s project, I submit my scheme as set out on this plan for resuming the whole of the Flagstaff Hill locality, and 
level it down, as before stated. We could then have one line of wharf frontage for Circular Quay to the head of Darling 
Harbour, witlp an immense area for modern warehouses, thus making this important section of the city our chief scat of 
commercial activity.

As your Commission does not include the street question, it would be out of order in making any reference to what 
I have shown on this plan. It is, however, a question that cannot well stand out of tho two subjects before you.

I may go further into this at a future examination; therefore, it will be well to omit alluding to so small 
a reform here.

THURSDAY, 29 APRIL, 1897.

Jikrscnt;-
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, 

The Hon. Fredeeick Thomas HtuipnEKY, M.L.C.
The Hon. James Hosklvs, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickktt, M.L.C.
The Hon. Daniel O’Coxxoe, M.L.C.
Hesry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Esq., M.P. (Pbesidest).
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Eegax, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Hekrt Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Erarcis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P. 
Erase; Eaekell, Esq., M.P.

Alderman 
C. E. 

Jeanneret.

29April,1897

Alderman Charles Edward Jeanneret, sworn, and examined :—
2381. President.] Tou are an Alderman of the City of Sydney ? Yes.
23S2. Are you aware of the proposal before the Commission ? Yes, I tnow the details of the Hyde 
Park scheme, and I have seen reports of the other scheme.
2383. Do you wish to make a statement with regard to your views ? Yes. My opinion is that the 
railway should not at present be extended into the city further than it is now. The existing site is the 
most central, and the centre will gradually extend towards the south-west, so that ultimately Newtown or 
Stanmore will become tlie central point cf Sydney instead of Redfern ; at any rate, at present, tbe railway 
should not he extended this side of Prince Alfred Park, which might well be resumed by tbe Government, 
or if necessary Devonsbire-street could be closed, and the Benevolent Asylum taken in. My opinion is 
that Prince Alfred Park is of very little use in its present form to the City of Sydney, and the streets 
which surround it could also be taken.
2384. Lying east of the park? Yes.
2385. Afr, Hoskinsi] We have had it in evidence that the railway cannot be taken into tbe park inasmuch 
as it would require too sharp a curve? I do not know wbat engineering difficulties there may be. I am 
only speaking as a citizen, and I think I know the view's of most of tbe citizens on the subject. The 
majority of the citizens are strongly opposed to any resumption of Hyde Park for tbe purpose of a 
railway station. I will quote a resolution passed hy the City Council on 21st January, 1891. 1 may say 
I am not authorised hy the Council to appear hero, but I think some one ought to he authorised to 
appear. The resolution states;—

That this Council protests most emphatically against any portion of Hyde Park being resumed for railway purposes, 
and urges the Government to reject any such proposal as inimical to the best interests of the people.
2386. President.'] Was that resolution passed unanimously ? Yes. I may say the matter has been 
brought up a good many times recently in tbe City Council, and X have never heard any expression of 
opinion on the part of any Alderman in favour of tbe extension to Hyde Park. I have heard many 
expressions of opinion against it. I think the opinion of the City Council is that the scheme is one which 
must be carried out, and that their objections should he made after the report of the Commission has 
been submitted. I dissent from that view. I think that now is the time for the Council to object.
2387. In your opinion would there be a protest from the City Council ? There would be if they thought
the Park was going to be taken. I imagine a protest has been conveyed to the Government, and has not 
been brought officially before the Commission. . *
2388. Have you any information to lay before us with regard to an extension into the city, should it be
thought desirable, from Redfern ? I have no information of an engineering character, but speaking from 
a commonsense view of the question I think the establishment of tho electric system of tramways does 
away altogether with the necessity of any extension into the city. It will be far more convenient for the 
majority of the people than any railway. -

2389.
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2389. That pretty well covers your case ? Excepting that there is a possibility, for the purposes of goods Aldemian 
traffic, of an extension round the harbour. 1 believe it would be desirable to extend the lino by means jea’nne'ret( 
of a new street between Sussex-street and Darling Harbour, I have been thirty-five or forty years doing 
business on ihe eastern shores of Darling Harbour, and I feel convinced that there is a need for some 29April,1897. 
way of communication with the railway by means of iron rails ronnd the harbour foreshores. I am not
of opinion that there is at present a large traffic there which goes to the railway, but there is an immense 
amount of traffic to different parts of the city, and it is conducted under very difficult conditions indeed.
It is raised from the water up to Sussex-street very suddenly. The congestion is increasing in the streets 
there every day, A large portion of the traffic wliich used formerly to come to Circular Quay has been 
moved to the head of Darling Harbour. The ships are crowded round those shores to an unprecedented 
extent. All the ships of the A.U.S.X. Co., which used to be brought to Circular Quay, and some of them 
to Grafton Wharf, are now centered close to the bridge. All tbe steam companies, in fact, are now seeking 
wharfage accommodation in Darling Harbour, on the eastern side. The consequence is that the traffic is 
increasing there to a marvellous extent. The question is: how is it to be carried out in the streets. In 
my opinion it could be met without much expense, and perhaps without any at all, by starting a street 
from the head of Darling Harbour, near the railway line, and carrying it between Sussex-street and 
Darling Harbour, as far as the Gaa-worlcs, It would become part of Sussex-street at Dalgety’s Wharf, 
before getting to the Gas-works. Then it could be continued hy a tunnel under tho Elagstaff or to 
Circular Quay, and thence, if need be, to Korth Shore; but not hy means of a bridge. I do not think a 
bridge is necessary, I think it could be carried there without a bridge with, less expense. I am strongly 
of opinion that another street is needed between Sussex-street and the Harbour, and it could be an iron 
or steel rail street. That would enable railway trucks or railway engines to be carried along the street, 
and there would be no great interference with the vehicular traffic which otherwise would be there. The 
idea of running railway lines and the railways in the public streets is not a new one. It is done all over 
the world. There is a number of streets and lanes which could be taken iu, so that the resumptions 
would be very little, and tbe frontages which could be sold would, in my opinion, recoup the Government 
or tho Municipal Council for any outlay they might make in creating the new streets, A great mistake is .
being made at Darling Harbour at the present time. There is an unwillingness on the part of tho Govern
ment to increase what is called the line of reclamation in Darling Harbour, They give away a few inches 
at a time when, in point of fact, the matter should be dealt with in a bold spirit, and more room given 
there than there is at present. The vessels lying in Darling Harbour now overlap the line of reclamation 
by nearly half their length. If all these vessels are moored end on to the shore it might be just as well 
for the Government to extend the limit of reclamation, and give a great deal more room for the loading 
and discharging of cargo, and at the same time obtain more revenue for tbe State.
2390. You are speaking rather of the extension of the wharfs than of the reclamation itself ? This is 
with the view of making more room for tho street, because if you take away a part of space which exists 
there for making the street wider, what arc you going to do with the stores. You must make up for 
that in some way. There is nothing to interfere with vehicular traffic in the putting down of iron or steel 
rails to carry trucks, whilst they would he an immense convenience to all the shipping companies. I do 
not mean to say there is no large up-country trade there at present, but what there is is increasing eyery 
day, Of course it does not follow that if you put rails of this kind down you will require regular sets of 
trains there.
2391. You are looking rather to the future ? Yes; but there is a great necessity for a change now. It 
is more apparent now than it has over been before.

Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chicf, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public "Works, further
examined;—

2392. President.'] You have had the various matters which have come before the Commission placed H. Deane,
before you from time to time ? Yes. I propose to explain what has been done towards preparing an 
alternative scheme. 29April,1897.
2393. The Commission understands that owing to the limited time at your disposal any estimate of cost 
of tho alternative scheme must be regarded as approximate? It is very rough indeed.
2394. I suppose that the alternative extension, as far as the Park, is similar to the proposal which has 
already been explained? A proposal has bcen worked out, under instructions, to show what can be done 
as an alternative scheme to bring the railway into the neighbourhood of Hyde Park without materially 
interfering with the Park—abolishing the principal station in the Park and substituting one pretty close 
up between Elizabeth-street and Castlereagh-street, which, as far as position is concerned, will answer 
equally well.
2395. And also bringing the railway in touch with Circular Quay? Yes. Tho site is across Market- 
street, between the Synagogue and King-street. The station will he below the level of Market-street, 
between Castlereagh-street and Elizabeth-street, aud itis proposed to close Market-street for traffic.
230G. You refer to that part of Market-street between Castlereagh-street aud Elizabeth-street ? Yes.
2397. Will you explain the scheme? Tlie difference between this scheme and what is known as tho 
Hyde Park scheme is very material. In tho first place there are only four hues provided instead of six, 
from Kedfern into the city.
239S. May we take it for granted that this scheme will do all that is claimed to he done with the scheme 
placed before us in the first instance ? Not quite, I think. In some respects it does not do as much, and 
in other respects it does more. The lino follows tho same route, practically as the other, until it 
approaches Park-street, where it diverges so as to pass under Elizabeth-street in the neighbourhood of the 
Synagogue, and to form a station between that point and King-street. The centre of tho station will be 
very near the position which Market-street occupies between Castlereagh-street and Elizabeth-street,
Tbe station Ihere will be an underground station with three double platforms, booking offices and waiting- 
rooms.
2399. Although underground it will be open above, I suppose ? Yes; it is proposed to cover it with a 
large roof, properly ventilated.
2400. Mr. Zee.] What depth will tho platform bo below'the surface? The depth below Market-street 
will probably be about 14 feet. At the end of the station, and just opposite the Registrar-General's

Office,
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H. Deane. Office, lliere will bo a new and wide street, about 00 feet between tbe kerbs, so as to give proper access to 
tbe station. Tbe station buildings will be ou the level of tbe street there, and will be chiefly facing tho 

29April, 1807. new. street D _
2401. Mr. Kumpkeri/.'] Does that mean that King-street will be there widened 60 feet? No; King- 
street will not be touched. Tbe station will stand back from King-street towards the High School.
2402. Is that south of the Mont de Piete ? Tes; that would bo left intact.*
2403. AVmWfinA] The object being to save resumption ? Yes.
2404. Mr. Hoskins.'] How 11011 you manage about tramways? They will not be interfered with. 
Although it has been suggested that they should be removed, I think the tramways in that position will 
he an advantage rather than otherwise, because people will be able to change from the railway to the tram
ways or vice versa. Northerly from the station the line will divide into two. Two lines will he carried 
in a loop under the Domain and come out into the open air, facing Sir .Tolm Young’s Crescent. Two lines 
continue down in tunnel, making for Macquarie-street, and they enter the Inner Domain just to the 
north of the gates, emerge from the tunnel nearly opposite Bridge-street, pass under the entrance to 
Government House, and a terminal station is made from Bridge-street down, having its centre a little to the 
north of Albert-street. Here there are provided two double platforms, 500 feet; in length, with booking offices 
near the top of Albert-street, and access to tbe platforms by overbridge from those booking offices, and also by 
subway under Macquarie-street from tbe level of Circular Quay. It will be seen that the Woolloomooloo loop 
crosses tbe other lines, and the object of it is this : in bringing the lines from Bedfern into the station, 
near Hyde Park, the quick trains will have to be brought on the western side, and the slow trains on the 
eastern side, so as to preserve the arrangement which exists at present. Tho quick trains—that is the 
country trains—will thus he brought in on the Castlereagh-street side of the station, but it will not be 
desirable to take them further down. That will be the terminus of that traffic. I may say that tbe 
whole of this arrangement has been made after consultation with the Kailway Commissioners. It is arranged 
in this way : that the long-distance traffic—that is to say, the traffic to the Mountains, Moss Yale, and so 
on, should be brought in and terminate at the new station between Castlereagh and Elizabeth streets. 
In order to provide for the arrival and starting of those trains a loop is run round under the Domain, as 
shown on the plan. As that crosses the other lines, those lines have to descend at a more rapid rate, 
which can be done with a grade of something like 1 in 50, and pass underneath tbe lines running down 
to the neighbourhood of Circular Quay. The suburban traffic proper will be brought into the station 
on the eastern side—that is on the Elizabeth-street side, and will afterwards be run—some of them 
at any rate—through to the terminal station near Albert-street. The Chief Commissioner considers that 
an arrangement like this, shown on tbe plan, with two double platforms, and four lines will sufficiently 
provide for the traffic without any large station yard for shunting purposes. It will be seen that there 
are engine roads there, and when trains come in they can be backed upon them and run out again. The 
object of having a number of platforms is to allow the trains to wait there until it is time for them 
lo start out again. It is quite clear that they could not run in and out immediately. If a train is late 
there must be an allowance in tho time-table, so as to allow of its starting again punctually. That means 
that room must be given for the trains to stop while waiting for time, Jt will be seen that the only 
tunnel through which passengers will be conveyed will be on the line at the Albert-street station. Tbe loop 
line into the Domain is merely for empty trains, and is a substitute for a large terminal station with sidings. 
On the Sir John Young’s Crescent side of the loop, a number of sidings are shown for standing trains.
2405. President.] That is open? Yes.
240G. All the rest is tunnel ? Yes.
2407. The open part would be under tbe fall of the hill, and would not he seen ? It would not he seen 
much. In the Domain proper—that is to say, the part most frequented by tlie public and the main drive 
down to Macquarie Point—the lino is underground, and only emerges on the water side of the Art 
Gallery.
2408. Mr. llumphery.] How far will the nearest part of the loop he from the Art Gallery ? About 150 feet. 
Of course, that line is not definitely fixed in position. It could be brought either nearer or further away,
2409. Mould that be a convenient place for a passenger platform ? It is not intended to construct a 
platform. That part is only intended for shunting purposes.
2410. President.] Could a station be put there if required? No doubt; but probably some further 
expense would have to be undertaken.
2411. Could the line bo fitted on to the extension to tho eastern suburbs ? It could. _
2412. It is the first step towards eastern extension eventually? Yes; I think it might be fitted on to 
that—or, rather, the eastern suburban line might be fitted on to this.
2413. Mr. Fegan.] What time would be lost in going round the loop ? No time wouldbe lost. The loop 
is ouly for standing trains. Passengers would arrive at tlie station between Castlereagh and Elizabeth 
streets, and in departing for the longer distances they would start at the same station. Passengers would 
not be conveyed round tbe loop unless some further provision were made for doing so,
2414. Then if a train comes in from the Mountains the passengers get out at tbe station between Castle
reagh and Elizabeth streets, and. the train runs round the loop, so as to be ready for returning? Yes; it 
runs round there, and waits in ono of the sidings until it is wanted.
2415. Docs that mean more rolling-stock than you have at present ? No ; certainly not.
2416. Mr. iZosi'm,?.] How much land do you require for the proposed station ? I have not gone into 
that question, hut Mr. Perdriau has done so.
2417. Mr. Wright.] Is the proposed line from the Quay to the Domain gates underground all tlie way ? 
Yes ; it is underground until you come to Bridge-street.
2418. What is the length of the tunnel? 743 yards.
2419. Could it be successfully ventilated ? Tunnel ventilation is never quite satisfactory, but it is not so 
serious a matter for the smaller number of passengers who would go down there,
2420. I suppose you cannot possibly get down there excepting by tunnel ? You must go down by tunnel.
1 would point out that as there would be a smaller number of passengers going down there, tbe trains 
would be lighter, and the steam from tbe locomotives would not bo so severe.
2421. Wbat is the total length of tho tunnels on tbe loop ? I have not measured tbe length, but I may 
say passengers will not be eonveved there.
• “ 2422.

* Note (on vecasion)I find that I was mistaken, Tlie Mont de Pietd building would be required.
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2422. They may be conveyed there some day ? Yes, eventually. _
2423. What do you imagine will ‘be the length of the tunnel iu the loop? About half a mile.
2424. You said the platform in Market-street would be 14 feet below the level? Yes.
2425. That being the case, could not Market-street be covered over? It would be very easy to arrange 
that it should be done, hut it would be an extra expense. I do not think it would be necessary, and the 
Chief Commissioner thought it would be a pity to do it.
2426. Tor a long time past there has bcen an agitation to continue that street through to St. Marys 
Cathedral ? Of course it could ho done if the levels of (he rails were kept down 2 or 3 feet more.
2427. Where do you enter the Park ? At Liverpool-street. . ,
2428. President.'] Do you propose to “cut and cover" through tho Park? As shown on the plan, it is
proposed to cover half, and leave half open. _
2429. So that the area of Park land taken will he comparatively small? Yes; it may be said to be 
practically nothing, because there arc lots of portions of the Park, such as flower-beds, where the people 
do not walk. Practically the use of the Park would not he interfered with, and the objection of running 
underground would be reduced to a minimum.
2430. Would you interfere with any avenue of trees? 2fo.

H. Deane. 

29April, 1897.

TUESDAY, 4 MAY, 1897.
present:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P, (President).
Tho Hon. Erederjck Thomas Humpheky, M.L.C. j Henry Clarke, Esq, M.P.
The Hon. James Hoskins, M.L.C. j Charles Alfreu Lee, Esq, M.P.
The Hon Charles James Egberts, C.M.G ., M.L.C. I George Black, Esq, M.P.
Tlie Hon. William Joseph Trickett, M.L.C. i Pranois Augustus Wright, Esq, M.P.
The Hon, Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C. | Frank Parnell, Esq, M.P.

John Young, sworn, and examined :—
2431. President.Have you had a long experience of the city of Sydney ? Yes.
2432. And a full knowledge of the projects for the extension of the railway into the city ? Yes. _
2433. 1 believe you eubmhted a scheme to a previous Commission? Yes ; but 1 do not press it now. 
That scheme applied only to the mercantile traffic.
2434. Before the previous Committee you stated:—

First.—I would like to consider the host position for the central station or terminus of tho Southern, Western, 
• Northern, and Illawarra main linos that converge into Sydney for the long-distance traflic, especially so. as to he capable 

of extension hereafter. Second.--Tlie suburban and local traffic taken in connection with the central station, but extended 
for local traffic only to suit both Sydney and suburbs. Third.— The resumption of the foreshores of the eastside of Darling 
Harbour for the purposes of public jellies, wharfs, &c, as far as the gasworks—of giving a road to relieve the traffic of 
George and Pitt streets—selling the frontage to road for the purpose of erecting warehouses—and making a goods and 
passenger line in rear of same—to Circular Quay from Darling Harbour.

J. Young.
4 May^l897.

----- ? Yes. I desire to give evidence as to the best means of facilitating passenger traffic into Sydney.
I may say I hare seen Mr. Deane’s plan of what he calls his western line. My idea is that the central 
station should be on that block of land comprised in the Cemetery and Benevolent A sylum, and bounded 
by Belmore lioad, Elizabeth-street, and Pitt-street. That is a considerable area, and should give 
accommodation for the next twenty-five or thirty years. I built' the present railway station in 1871, and 
what was thought sufficient in 187.1. for the passenger traffic is, after twenty-five years, found to be totally 
inadequate. That shows that if this block of laud is now a little more, perhaps, titan is absolutely 
required, it will not be more than sufficient, at any rate, a quarter of a century hence. It has this 
advantage, namely, that the Government control the whole of it. They have control of the Cemetery, 
because they could remove the bodies to sonic other place and utilise the area. They have the Benevolent 
Asylum, which wants pulling down, and the police residence close to it, which is not of much value. 
There is the convent at The corner, and I presume the Government could make arrangements to get it, 
or they could do without it until it is convenient to remove it. A similar block of land could not be got 
in any other part of Sydney. I maintain there is not a sufficient area at Park-street for a central station, 
unless the whole of the Park is taken up. Jn addition, there would be a great expense in getting to it. 
Compensation would have to bo paid for the resumption of houses and land. The construction of bridges 
and culverts, tlie interference with water and sewerage, and so mi, would be very expensive. In England 
the Great Korthcrn and Great Eastern and other companies have areas in London, wffiich are covered hy 
the carriage-sheds alone, quite equal to the whole of the area we have at Redfern, and surely Sydney is 
going to be as large, at any rate, as .one small district of Londim, Tho present station must cost an 
enormous amount of money in connection with shunting, because the space is so confined. "With regard 
to accidents,—if you have sufficient room there is less liability to them. Everything is in favour of a 
large area. You could not get the necessary area at Circular Quay, for the simple reason that it is not 
there. These are the considerations which induce me to come to the conclusion that the spot I have 
mentioned is the most eligible for a central station. How we come to other considerations. If a traveller 
comes with a portmanteau or two to Redfern, or the particular spot I have indicated, a shilling ride in a 
cab will take him to any of the hotels, the majority of which are within a mile and a half distance. 
If the railway station were at Park-street they would pay just as much to get from there to an 
hotel as from Belmore; therefore it cannot be said that the spot I name is unsuitable, because 
it is too far distant. It is as central as any other place in Sydney—in fact, more so, because 
Sydney cannot extend northwards very much. Tho suburban traffic must concentrate to the same 
point. It may be objected that the suburban travellers wish to go direct to their places of busi
ness. I point out, however, that an unbroken line to Park-street would not enable them to do 
that, inasmuch as many people have to go as far as Bridge-street, Hunter-street, or the lower parls of 
Pitt and George streets. The manner in which the suburban paasengers get to their places of business 
must be upon a totally different system from that. I desire to call attention to the elevated railways in 
America, and the application to them, during recent years, of electric power. I wish to show how similar 

196— Q railways
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^Yowi^ railways can come into tlie city of Sydney, so that tlie whole of the city mav he supplied. Mr. Deane’s 
40Jav (S97 m “p- f i rr°Ute ,s’"tended for a steam-line from Belmore Markets, Belmore Park, and the

' °vi''? kmd ulncli I consider should be the railway station. Mr. Deane, by means of excavations,
embankments and cuttings, to Circular Quay, makes that line a most expensive one. Being built for 
acoinotivCT.it cannot go beyond certain grades; therefore there is an immense amount of tunnellin? and 

muting. What J propose is—and itis not a novelty although it is new—that Mr. Deane’s western line, 
instead of being one constructed with embankments and cuttings, sliould be an elevated line worked by 
electricity In New Tork they Jiavc similar lines worked with cables and electricity. The old style is 
bciDg abandoned daily for electricii v. Mr. Deane’s western route scheme has bcen surveyed, with an 
immense amount of judgment. The whole of the frontages both to Sussex-street and Kcnt-strcet are 
preserved. That is the great merit of the plan. Most of you are aware that a warehouse fronting a 
par icular street seldom goes to the full extent of its ground. There is generally a yard behind. In t^is 
instance nearly the whole of’the properties are like that, and the elevated line could go to the rear of 
those properties. Another advantage of my plan also is this—that the inequalities of the line can be adjusted 

*e ei1?*1 columns, and not by the cuttings and embankments That must make an enormous
difterence m cost. An elevated railway can he. adapted to the contour of the land it passes over. With 
electricity you can also have steeper grades. The only objection which can be urged against that idea is 
that the suburban passengers have to change at the central terminus. If you make a line through any 
portion oi Sydney they will still have to change. Again, if you have an elevated railwav, uot only could you 
nave it on the route shown on Mr, Deane’s plan, hut you could have it anywhere—almost between anv of 
the streets In America they are put in the streets themselves, but 1 should not like to see that done in 
bydney. i prefer that the line should be putin the position shown on Mr. Deane’s plan. It would relieve 
the streets of a large amount of traffic. 1 have had a good deal to do with omnibuses. I was the 
chairman ot the Omnibus Company for fifteen years. The company is now defunct. We had 1,000 
icrses, and ran 330 omnibuses. Members of the Commission may not know exactly how it is that so 
many omnibuses are running m flic streets at present. If we had a cable or electric line, tho cars on 
\\ nen rim everj three minutes, it would knock ail tbe Omni bases off. If^ however, your services are twenty- 

e*terr!rRS> therc is plenty of time lor half a dozen omnibuses lo run, because people will not wait, 
“jjti'r ar ' ^u.mP'lcry-] ^Das not ihe difference in fare something to do with it ? 1 do uot think so.
^430. Mr. inckett.'] What you say is borne out by Melbourne experience? Yes; I may snv it does
not pay to run omnibuses at 2d. I advocate an elevated railway on the site surveyed by Air. Deane, and

iere is no reason why you should not have roadside-stations and stopping-places. I understand the
Ojovernment is going to generate all the electric power for all the tramways in Sydney at Pyrmont. t 
the same power could be applied to tin's and all other elevated railways in Svdncv. I admit that some 1 
miglit say, There is a store which goes right through from one strceUo another.’’ There is no reason 
why the railway should not go right through it, U could he bricked over. There would be no steam and 
no noise J he store could go over it or under it, as is best. My scheme docs not destroy property on 
ei icr side; therefore it must be the cheapest. Pillars could be put iu tlie back yards of the houses to support 
the hue, and it would not interfere with the foundations. Ko doubt there would be some compensation 
to be paid, but itwould be very small compared with what would have to be paid if you made embankments 
and tunnels. My scheme would be somewhat similar to a tramway scheme. The locomotives and 
carriages could be made as light as possible. The carriages might bo made, as in America, so as not to 
weigh more than a ton. That would make a vast difference in tlie wear and tear of the railways, and, of 
course, that would mean economy. Of course, people would have to change at the central station, but 
dorks could be put iu the platforms, and it would mean simply going out of one carriage into another, 
and they would run every three minutes. There would he a continuous stream of traffic. At the terminus 
1 would cut across the Domain to 'Woolloomooloo Bay. There would be a wav then for the people to get 
to Downer U hart and other places without going halfway round Sydney. If "it is not desirable to deface 
the i ark by means of an elevated railway, go under it. When you come to Cowper Wharf you can "<> 
across the head of it, tunnel under Potts’ Point, aud then you are at Eushcutters’ Bay. You could get 
trom there to Circular Quay, J suppose, in less than a mile, and have a straight line. Then it would be 
quite possible to come up the rath y by the Museuuij thus making a circular railway. 
owoq liu7nP}iery-] Js it; y°,lr we should have mi electric circular railway ? Yes.
o i‘Il ^dePeilc|e“% of our present railway system, but admitting of passenger connection ? Yes.
14:63 Mr. Lee.] How would you approach the overhead railway in the city in order to enter the cars 9 You 
would require staircases m order to get up to them. They do not find any difficulty about that in America. 
;r7f raitways there are m the streets themselves, and the staircases come down upon the sidewalks.
2440. Mr Hoskins.] Was not the overhead railway iu Kew York found to bo a great nuisance 9 Ko • 
they are building them continually. ’

found *h1at tIle grease was continually dropping upon the people upon the pavements : 
that the shopkeepers could not show their goods ; and that the trains were taken close to people’s bed- 
'r00n?j P i6S' • at 'E 'V^iat ^ ^ut under my scheme there would be no oil, because there
would be no engines. The line would not go close to people's bedrooms, because it would be at the back 
instead ot m the front. In Kew York they are in the front, and over the footpaths, but they are 
altering them every day and converting them into electric railways*
244-2. Mr. Sobertg.~\ Do not the overhead lines spoil tlie appearance of Kew York? Yes.
2413 Would they not spoil the appearance of Sydney? Yes, if ihey were in the streets : but I would 
put them between the streets.
2444. Afr. Zee.] They must cross some of the streets ? Yes ; and with whatever system, you adopt vou 
must do the same. J J 1 ■'
24Ao. Mr. Raskins,] How could large loads of wool, such as those you see in the streets of Sydney 
during the early parts of the year, be taken under the elevated railway? The line could be'made 
sufficiently high to suit any load. It is done in other parts of the world, and why not here.
2446. Is there any place in the world besides Kew York where the elevated railways arc run on the side 

^ ®oors houses? Yes ; in Thiladelphia. Of course, a year makes
a vast difference in America, aud great alterations are being made,* 2447

(0!l- : ’the physical conformation of Kow York is very much like that of Sydney, both being built
st^t”o^rmetropol^OU11<letl ^ respecl,lre harbom'B> and the eentral liePot heinS P^ed away from the crowded
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2447. Would an elevated railway be necessary if we bad a comprehensive system of street tramways ? I J- ^ ouug.
think, if you had a complete service of the kind proposed, yon would not vmnt the other. Ma~^Tsfr
2448. president] You intend the elevated elective railway to work in combination with the railway 4 •'
system, but not in estension of it. The same carriages, of course, would not run ? That is so. ■
2449. Do you know anythin" about the cost of it P I know it is the cheapest scheme you could adopt.
2450. Mr. lee.] Do you wish us to understand that the cars to ho used would be separate from those 
used on the railway lines ? It would not matter if they were the same, but I would nut advise it.
2451. If this is going to he an electric system for the city only, how are you going to pick up the suburban
traffic and bring it in without a change of cars ? 1 do not say there would not be a change of cars.
2152. Do you think the suburban passengers would ever use the line, if they had to make a break from 
one train to another? Yes. Of course, you could never make a line to suit everybody.

Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, E ail way Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, further
examined:—

2453. Pi-esideftf.] The Members of the Commission made an inspection, last Eriday, of the vacant piece H. Beane, 
of land near Devonshire-street, and wo now wish to get vour opinion ns to the possibility of cutting down
the street to a depth of 8 or 9 feet, and letting the railway cross by an overhead bridge, without disturbing4' 
the traffic. We would like to know if you consider that that would be a wise way of extending the rail
way from the present terminus, or, whether you would suggest a solid embankment across the street, some 
deviarion being made to provide for the traffic by a slightly different route. Wc also wish to know from 
you where you think it would be wise to place the trams, supposing such an arrangement were made.
Another point, in regard to which we shall want you to give evidence is this: Suppose the proposed loop
line is left out of the scheme, and part of the shunting is done down towards Circular Quay, how wide 
would the station in Hyde Park have to he. We want to know how wide it would have to be with a loop
line and without a loop-line. If this area were taken fronting CasHereagh-street, how far should we have 
to go into the Park to get the necessary width, and would it be possible to bring the tram along the present 
route of Elizabeth-street, overhead. There will be two lines of rails, one from Kydo Park to the Circular 
Quay, so that not more than a width of 30 feet would require to be resumed between those two places ?
If you want to take both classes of traffic down to the Circular Quay-----
2454. .No, only one class—the long-distance traffic will stop at Hyde Park, while the suburban traffic 
would go down (o the Quay ? You would not gain anything by what you propose. You would want tho 
loop-line for shunting purposes,
2455. Suppose yon determined to go on to the Circular Quay with the suburban traffic? You would 
want two lines for that, and two lines in addition for shunting the long-distance traffic.
2459. With no loop and no extension, it was proposed to have a dead-end station 5 chains wide ; but it 
might be well to have a station as narrow, where it is adjacent to the Park, as it can possibly be, consistent 
with efficient working of the traffic. One way to narrow it is by shunting (he suburban traffic elsewhere ; 
but iuasmucb as the long-distnuce traffic is uot to go down to the Circular Quay, but is to stop short at 
Hyde Park, that will render it necessary to have a greater width than you have shown on your plan. X 
want you to tell us what that width would be—how wide the station would be without a loop, and bow 
wide it would have to be with a loop:—will you look into these matters, and give us an opinion in regard 
to them later on ? 1 will.

I'liJDA Y, 7 MAT, 1897. 

present:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).
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The Hon. .Tames Hoskins, M.L.C.
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Thomas Henry Hassald, Esq,, M.P. 
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Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, further examined :—
2457, President.] You have seen the exact area likely to be required for a station if the Hyde Park g. e. 
station were rejected and land were taken alongside of it for that purpose ? 1 know the boundaries of Perdiiau.
the area, and I have made a valuation, which is as follows:— , —*
Valuation of that portion of the city of Sydney lying between the northern Ride of the Synngogne and King-street, and 1 tS9/,
bounded on the cast by lilizabeth-'itrcet, and on the west by Gisttereagh-street; excluding that jwrtion now owned by the 
Crown, which embraces the High School property and the properties between it and Market-street: also excluding the 
Metropolitan Hotel, in King-street, and the adjacent properties easterly to within 4.'i feet of Khzabeth-strect. Total,
£190,000.

Separate valuations follow below for those two portions which Mr. Beane, Engineer-in-Chief, thinks might be 
excluded :—

No. 1.—We value the Monte de Picte property and the two small properties between it and the Metro
politan Hotel at................................................................................................................................... £21,500

No. 2. -Me value the Castlereagh-street frontage of tho property lying between the Synagogue and the
northern boundary of M'CJarthy’s stables at...................................................................................... £20,000

Thus oui valuation for the properties which would require to bo resumed to provide the station site pro
posed by Mr. Beane as an alternative to the Hyde Park site is about ........................................... £150,000

This estimate js exclusive of the customary allowance of 10 per cent, for forced sale, and of any claims which may 
be set up fur disruption of business; the claims, however, under the latter head cannot be very great. There are only 
three hotels included in the area proposed to ho resumed, two of which are of a very second-rate order,

EBWD. J. STEVKRS.
STEPHEN E. PERDKIAU.

2158.
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Pcr'driatt ^0I1 believe your estimate is an ample out*? Yes. '
' 2459. It is not proposed to talio the Monte de Piete property ? No.

7110^ 1897. ^our vabiahion is £160,000 plus the incidental expenses which you think would not he heavy?
1 Quite so. There is a good deal of vacant land in the block.

2461. You think it is as cheap a resumption as it would he possible to make for tho purpose? Yes; I 
think so as regards locality, there is 200 feet frontage to Elizabeth-strcet which is not built upon, and 177 
feet to Castlereagh-street.
2462. That explains to some extent the comparative cheapness of the resumption ? Yes.
2463. Do you care to express any opinion as to the site of the proposed station from the point of view of 
city traffic ? Speaking individually, I regard it as a good substitute for the park site.
2461. Would it suit the travelling public as far as you know? I believe it would do so very well indeed.
2465. Mr. Sievers has collaborated with you in making this valuation ? Yes.
2466. And the Commission can regard your estimate as being reliable ? Yes ; we worked it out by taking 
the municipal assessment, and then by taking the values of the land ; the values we put upon it are higher 
than are the owners’ values. The municipal valuation came to about £180,000, the other valuation came 
to £200,000 ; we split the difference and made the value £390,000. I think £160,000 would be the full 
amount.
■2467. Mr. Hoskins,'] That does not include 10 per cent, for forced sale nor claims for disruption of 
business ? No; there are no important buildings.
2468. President.] Would it be difficult to get another site in the neighbourhood suitable for railway 
trafiic which would he as little occupied by buildings as is the site under consideration ? I think there 
are very few blocks in the city in such a good position which contain so much vacant land.
■2469. Can yon suggest any place in the City of Sydney where a railway station site conld he got for a 
smaller amount, of course, having in view the remainder of the lino from that point to Jledfern ? I do not 
think there is any other place in the city as economically suitable.
2470. Afr. Yea.] You have now had ample opportunity of estimating the cost of the respective resump
tions in various parts of the city in connection with this railway ? Yes.
2471. You have inquired into the original scheme for Hyde Park- ? Yes.
2472. You have also inquired into the alternative schemes submitted by Mr. Deane, and one or two of
the schemes which have been proposed by citizens ? Yes, .
2478. Are there any of these schemes in which resumption of land can ho carried out as cheaply as it can 
in connection with the Hyde Park scheme? There is not the slightest doubt that the others are not 
nearly so cheap.
2474. That particular scheme stands out beyond all the others for cheapness of resumption ? Yes.
24/5. President.] Is there-anything else you wish to tell the Commission ? No, except that it struck mo, 
when I was preparing the plan which I laid before you, that it was rather a coincidence that there should 
he such a piece of land in such a position, and so suitable for a railway station where the Crown owned so 
considerable an area, and where so large an extent of the land not owned by the Crown was not built upon.

Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Hallway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, further
examined:—

H. Deane. 2476. President.] You have had an opportunity of looking into tho alternative scheme adjacent to that 
“n involving the taking of a portion of Hyde Park? Yes.

7 May, 1897. 24 77. Do you think that if Parliament were averse to the taking a portion of the Park, the alternative 
scheme to which I refer would be the best substitute ? It seems to be the best alternative scheme.
2478. The proposal submitted to the Commission was for a line to Hyde Park. Would it be possible, by 
having a loop line such as is shown on the plan, going towards Woollootnooloo, to work the whole of the 
traffic on that single loop without going to the Circular Quay ? Yes.
2479. Therefore the extension from Hyde Park to Circular Quay would he an extra expense, and would 
be common to both schemes ? Yes.
2480. Mr. Lee^] If the loop were abandoned and the line were extended to Circular Quay, would it he 
possible to work the traffic without the loop? I believe that would he unsatisfactory, and I will explain 
why. The corresponding substitute or alternative to the Hyde Park scheme is a station between 
Castlereagh-street and Elizabeth-street with the Woolioomooloo loop. The extension to the Circular 
Quay is an addition, and would not provide the right facilities for shunting. The "Woolioomooloo loop is 
a substitution for the shunting arrangements in the large station.
2481. President^] And is put in to make the station as narrow as possible? Ybs. If you suppose for a 
moment that that loop is not constructed, and that you want to have a loop down near the Circular Quay, 
it means this—that the loop or terminus will have to serve a double purpose, because, if you construct 
both the lines as far as that, you will have to take some traffic down there, and if you take traffic and 
empty trains down there you will want four lines of way, whereas the "Woolioomooloo loop is only a

, single loop ; there will thus be no saving of expense by going down to the Circular Quay.
2482. Then the case is this—we can, by a loop towards Woolioomooloo, as you have explained, and by a 
station between Castlereagh-street and Elizabeth-street, do what was submitted to the Commission in the 
first instance by the Hailway Commissioners, hut perhaps not so satisfactorily? Quite so.
2483. The extension to Circular Quay is possible under the alternative scheme ? Yes.
2484. Is it possible under tho Commissioners’ scheme ? Yes.
2485. How would you get it under the Commissioners’ scheme ? It was proposed that two of the lines 
should he lowered so as to take them underneath the front of the station in tunnels. I think I explained 
that, and that the foundations of the building were to be made so as to permit of the lines being taken 
through afterwards without any further expense.
2486. The extension of the alternative scheme to the Quay, if the Commission determined that it could 
wait a little while, would he the same, whether from tho alternative station site or from the Park ? 
Approximately it is the same.
2487. Cau you give us the cost of the railway in sections, cutting out the cost of the piece to the Quay, 
and giving that to us subsequently ? Yes ; but the figures are no more than a rough approximation. I 
have estimated for the Devonshire-street deviation, together with all the work involved, £40,000.

2488.
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2488. Is that common to any extension into the city ? It might he considered so. _ _
2489. Mr. Zee.l It would not be common to a scheme under which you had a central railway station at
Devonshire-street ? !sro. ' '
2490. President^ What is the next section ? For the next section up to Diverpool-street,! have allowed 
£95,000, from Liverpool-street to Elizabeth-street crossing £70,000, and from Elizabeth-street to King- 
street, including the station. £164,000 ; the Domain loop is put down at £72,500, and I have taken for 
signalling and lighting £14,000.
2491. Does that cover the whole of the work in the alternative scheme? Yes; the total is £455,500—
that is, without the Circular Quay piece. _ _
2492. The resumption from Belmore Park to Liverpool-street has been given at something like £100,000, 
and Mr. Perdriau estimates to-day that at least £165,000 will be required for the railway station site, 
making a total of £750,000 for the work ? Yes.
2493. What was your estimate for the Railway Commissioners’ scheme as far as Park-street? £600,000.
2494. How much would it take to bring that line from Park-street to St. James’-road ? £50,000.
2495. Does that include the resumption? Between Belmore Park and Liverpool-street.
2496. Then the alternative scheme is dearer than the Commissioners’ scheme by £55,000? Yes.
2497. Are you aware that the Railway Commissioners suggested that £100,000 should be debited to the 
railways if the Park site were given to them ? I have heard so.
2498. If the railways were debited to that extent, then this scheme becomes cheaper than the Railway 
Commissioners’ scheme by £45,000 ? Yes,
2499. What is the cost of the work from King-street to the Circular Quay? £94,000.
2500. That is common to and in addition to both schemes ? Yes. _
2501. Do you think you could get through from King-street to the Quay without any resumption ? I 
think the line could be carried underneath without interfering with property, but there might be some 
liability for compensation if settlement occurred.
2502. Prom your knowledge of the formation and the depth, do you think that the line could he extended 
from King-street to Circular Quay without interfering with any buildings under which the railway would 
pass ? Yes.
2503. You have no doubt about that ? ] have no doubt but that the thing could be done.
2504. Your knowledge of the formation and depth makes your mind absolutely certain upon that point?
Yes. _ ‘ _
2505. You desiro to put in an estimate o£ the cost of the alteration of railway yards at Redfern? Yes,
I omitted that. The total amount I make it would be £735,500, instead of £715,000. 1 should like to 
point out another thing in the other estimate. The estimate for the alternative scheme does not include 
any office accommodation ; the other one does. In answer to Question 1298,1 stated that if accommo
dation was not required the cost of the buildings would be cut down by £65,000, so that that would have 
to he deducted from the original amount; in order to make a comparison with the £650,000, which was 
the total to bring it up to St. James’-road, the amount must be reduced by £65,000. That would make 
£585,000, and now, as suggested by the Railway Commissioners, £100,000 could be debited for the Park.
That makes a total of £685,000. I have made inquiries about that £100,000. I have not been able to 
see Mr. McLachlan, who is away, hut I saw the Chief Clerk, and he told me that he was not aware that 
there had been any correspondence on the matter. He did not think that there had been anything in 
writing at all about it. It had been referred to by the Chief Commissioner at the annual dinner of the 
Commercial Travellers’ Association, a report of which appeared in the daily papers. There he mentioned 
that it would bo reasonable to debit the Railway Department with, say, £100,000, to provide for open 
spaces in crowded districts like Redfern. I do not think that that is the first occasion when it was 
mentioned. But it evidently expressed what was looked upon as a reasonable thing to do.
2506. How would the twTo schemes come out then ? The scheme with the Hyde Park Station at St. James'- 
road £685,000, and for the alternative scheme £735,500, giving a difference of £50,500.
2507. Mr. Humpheryd\ Are we to understand that the difference in the entire cost and compensation for 
the disturbance of business, and the resumption of land between the Castlereagh and the Elizabeth streets 
site, and a similar site at Hyde Park, would be £50,000 ? Kb, no. I am comparing the original scheme 
brought up to St. James’ Road with this alternative scheme.
2508. You make this distinction—that in the St. James’ Road scheme yon would have 10 acres ? Yes.
2509. And you would have besides the buildings for offices ? Yes.
2510. "Which you have not taken into consideration in estimating the difference of £50,000 ? Yes. I have 
deducted £65,000 for the buildings.
2511. Have you taken into consideration in the Castlereagh-street scheme the value of land already owned 
by the Government? No. These figures wore given to me this morning as Mr. Peidriau’s estimate.
That is all that I know about it.
2512. President!] Keeping in view what you previously said with regard to the area under consideration 
on the northern side of Devonshire-street, will you explain what you believe will be the wisest course, and 
give your reasons ? If provision is to be made for extending the station accommodation at Redfern 
across tho site of Devonshire-street, I am of opinion that Devonshire-street should he diverted, because it 
will he impossible to leave it in its present position, and to loiver it sufficiently, and to get under all the 
roads that would require to be extended. Lowering the whole of Devonshire-street would he impracticable.
It would have to be lowered throughout the whole of its length to provide for tho extension of tho yard.
If tho station yard is not extended, and only four or six lines, as the case may he, carried towards the 
city, Devonshire-street need not be diverted. The lowering then would not be a serious matter, as I have 
already explained ; but if it has to he diverted, I consider that it should he done in one of the ways 
sketched on the map.
2513. Mr. JPumphenj ] You did not tell us why it should be diverted? It would have to be lowered for 
nearly the whole of its length in front of the station, and that would not be impracticable, hut tho grades 
at the end would he unworkable.
2514. Mr. Pee!] In other words, if you want to extend the yard across Devonshire-street, and make the 
same use of the Cemetery site as you are now making of the Redfern yard, then you would have to take 
entire possession of Devonshire-street? Yes.
2515. Mr. Kumphcr!/!\ Do you say it is necessary to extend tho Redfern railway yard across Devonshire-
street to the Cemetery ? It is not absolutely necessary for the scheme. on/!2516.
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O'}'* Therefore, if it is not necessary, it would not be necessary to divert Devonshire-street ? Tes.
I May 18D7 1A i ' f°ur lines from the railway across Devonshire-street, you could lower Devoiv-hire-

J} • street, and render unnecessary the deviation ? Tes.
// ^ou Devonshire-street, there would be a groat gain resulting in increased accommodation

to E.ed fern station yard? In the future.
•pr'I think you have already shown us that at Ilyde Park four lines of railway would be 

sulheient tor the passenger traffic ? Tes; under this modified scheme.
2a20. That being the case, where would he the necessity for extending the Redfern yard across the whole 
or J J e v o n r h ire - s l r e e t ? It would be very desirable to provide for the future. 
o_l. If four lines of railway are sufficient, with your proposed additions there to carry on the passenger 

tralhc, why would it be necessary to take Devonshire-street? I should say it would not"become necessary, 
but I was asked to look into the matter by the Commission.
2,i22. President^] Is this your attitude : That the platforms at Redfern arc not sufficiently long. To 
ex end the platforms it becomes necessary to extend Devonshire-street further north, because then i£ 
yon do not do so, you ha^e too contracted a space between the end of the platform and the road. That is 
point one. Point two is, that if you put a cut of S feet down in Devonshire-street you leave it worse than 
it is at present. Point three is, that it is absolutely certain that if you want a compact yard you cannot 
nave a street running through it; therefore, if you can get a better street aud lengthen the platforms, and 
get a compact yard, and make provision for the future by extending the street to the north, that is what 
should be done you, therefore, recommend that it should bo extended to the north ? Tes ; that is 
about it. . I considered at first in connection with the extension of the line by carrying four or six lines 
mto t ie city, Devonshire-street might be lowered, aud I was asked to look into the matter of deviating 

evons ire-streot. It will be remembered that I pointed out when we were considering the question of 
making a large terminal station on tho site of the Benevolent Asylum, that it was then proposed to deviate 
the bulk of the traffic of Devonshire-street right round by Garden Road, leaving only a passage for cabs 
on the line of Devonshire-street. At tho request of the Commission I have looked into the matter of 
the deviation of Devonshire-street, and although I consider it is much more costly than to loiver Devon
s ire-street, it makes a much better job, and provides for the future, which tho lowering of Devonshire- 
8 .iCC j 'j° i n?t' ^°' . ^ Devonshire-street is lowered, and afterwards the Railway Station has to he 
extended, the whole of that work will be thrown away, because it would have to be deviated sooner or 
later. J r this lino comes to be constructed it would be a fitting time to deviate Devonshire-street, and 
this plan shows how I propose that it should be done. I do not think it is a necessary part to either one 
or the other of these schemes, and perhaps it is not fair to debit to the one estimate the whole cost, and 
not to debit the other.
2523. Mr. WrightIt is your opinion that under any circumstances the Redfern railway yard should be 
extended northwards ? Tes.

m!1 ^Je IaTd. ’s do° sniall altogether for the purposes for which it is designed ? Undoubtedly.
2o„5. Therefore it is necessary that it should be extended to the north over Devonshire-street?" Tes 
sooner or later.
2526. And whatever extension will take place ultimately that piece of ground will be required for railway 
accommodation ? No doubt about it. 1 ^

-\ ddo.w mnchis the amount of the other item which yon put into your estimate ? £40,000- 
„ i°u can say it is not part of the scheme ; it belongs really to something else ? It does.

2o-9. So that £40,000 should be taken out? Xes : a good part of it.
2530. Mr. Are.] The closing of Devonshire-street would necessarily involve the use of the whole of 
Devonshire-street Cemetery for railway purposes ? Up'to the deviation.
2531. All that portion except the part required to give a roadway ? There is a portion between the 
deviated road and Hclmore Road which would not be used.
2532. Iherefore the question of utilising any portion of Devonshire-street Cemetery a^ a nark comes to 
an end? The northern part would be available.
2o33. Ton have no necessity to lake that portion, what you would take would be the southern portion, 
nearly up to the boundary wall between the Church of England portion and tho Roman Catholic ? 
Tes.
2534. That would he required for railway purposes if Devonshire-street were closed, would it not? Tes - 
the southern part would be available for the extension of the station ’
OSvJs: T-F u,.A j._ nn ___ t • _ _ _

or to excavate the Ceme- 
as you have of the Redfern

2535. If you had to fill in Devonshire-street to the level of your railway vard, 
lory to tho level of the railway, you would have possession of that part 
yard ? Tes.

Therefore we can hardly look upon Devonshire-street as a recreation ground in substitution for any 
portion or Hyde Bark that may he taken ? Of course it need not betaken if the Railway Commissioners 
say that they do not require the extra area.
2537. Mr. Hosl'ins.] If Devonshire-street were lowered 6 or 10 feet to take four liues of railway, would 
rt not cause a great difficulty with regard to the traffic between G corge-street and Devonshire-street? 
if Devonshire-street were lowered.
2538. Tes ; only to nermit of four lines of mils ? IVn- wc could make the grades quite satisfactorv. I
think the deviat makes the best job, although it is much more expensive than lowering the street. 
W hether we utilise the whole of the Cemetery as a park, or only the northern portion of it, I do not

Suppose the whole of the Cemetery were converted into a park, it wouldthink it will verv much matter.
be accessible from the deviated road just as well as from the present street.
253J. Mr. Ace.] The residents of Redfern would be put to very little inconvenience if Devonshire-street 
were closed, and the proposed new road made ? Tes.
2540. And closing Devonshire-street would necessitate the diversion of the tram down past Devonshire- 
street, to join at the northern corner of Belmore Bark ? Tes ; that forms a considerable portion of the 
expense.
2541. There are no engineering difficulties in taking that tramway there ? No.
2542. Mr. Wright.'] In your opinion, is there any necessity to deviate Devonshire-street; if it is closed 
could not the trafiic go by Belmore Road just as well ? 1 do not think that would do very well; itwould 
be a Jong way round.

2543.
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2543. Would it not be the most direct route into the city? Tes; but for any traffic from Parramatta- H. Deane, 
street that would go along Devonshire-street to Surry Hills it would be rather a serious inconvenience. ' ~'v-
If the traffic goes round G-arden Itoad, or Belmore Bead, as it is called, it would be dropping down into ^ 
a hollow and rising up at the corner of Elizabeth-street, which is quite a steep hill.
2544, There would then be a space of land between Cleveland-street and Belmore Itoad without access to 
Parramatta-street ? Tes ; without any proper access.
'2545. If you could get through from Castlereagh-street ETorth into the Cemetery, would you not have 
the most direct track into the city ? Ton would ; but there would be a nasty grade and heavy work 
where the deviation of the tramway is shown. '
254(5. Could not the trams now running to Botany be diverted altogether from their present course, and 
go up Elizabeth-street ? That is what is proposed.
2547. Then the connection between Itedfern, Botany, and Sydney would be shortened by the proposed 
route ? T es.
2543. Mr. i,re.] Have you shown the difference of cost between the covered way across the portion of 
Devonshire-street and the entire resumption of it ? I have given the particulars as to the lowering of 
the street. .
2549. PresidentWhat would be the grade of Devonshire-street after it was lowered ? One in twenty-
five ; that is for four lines. ”
2550. Mr. Lee.] Would the six lines of railway admit of general passenger traffic coming into the city 
from long distances as well as the suburban traffic? Tes.
2551. President.] Four lines would bring in everything, would it not? Tes; in connection with the
alternative scheme, '
'2552. Mr. Lee.] Then you have made provision for four lines as your alternative scheme ? Tes ; there 
were six lines in connection with the Hyde Park scheme.
2553. With four lines could all the passenger traffic be dealt with at the terminus in the city? I believe 
it could ; but that is one of the points on which I have to consult the Eailway Commissioners.
2554. We will come now to Liverpool-street, where you first touch the Park ;—will the railway going 
through the Park there be all cut and cover ? I propose that it should be half open and half covered in.
2555. Of course the open portion of it must be looked upon as a resumption of the Park ? Ido not 
think that it is exactly the same.
2550. The portion that will be open will not be available to the public ? Not to walk over, but it will be 
open for them to view the Park. 1 think I am correct in the view that it is not necessary to walk over 
the entire park.
2557. Would it not be possible to put the line entirely out of sight—entirely under the Park ? Certainly, .

# it would be possible; but it was the ventilation that I was thinking about.
255S. I should like to know whether the whole of the Hue could not be kept under cover going through 
Hyde Park? Tes, it can be done.
2559. Would it be at a greatly increased cost? It would be more expensive.
2560. Would it be much more ? I can give an approximate idea.
2561. President.] How far is it? Altogether, 508 yards to the crossing of Liverpool-street. Where tho
rails are shown in blue lines on the map, I have intended the line to be open, the other parts to be covered 
over and the surface restored. The whole line can be covered over, of course, from Liverpool-street to ■
the crossing at Elizabeth-street; but I am afraid it would make the atmosphere more choky and 
disagreeable.
2562. But would it not be possible to provide for extra ventilation to get over a difficulty of that kind ?
I do not consider that the ventilation of lines of this kind is ever successfully carried out.
2563. Can you not devise a scheme by which we can pass through that park without depriving the public 
of a foot of the surface ? We can do it by covering the whole of it over ; but I do not recommend it.
I think that leaving small spaces interferes very little with the comfort of people using the park.
2564. What is the length of the openings on each side of Hyde Park? 150 feet.
2565. How many are there ? Four openings, making altogether 600 feet.
2566. Then the portion to be covered between those intervals would he about 600 feet, so that while you 
are taking that portion away from the public you might as well take the whole? I do not agree with 
that. 1 do not think that the taking of little patches like that is anything like taking a strip or a large 
patch.
'2567. Does that loop go under Parliament House ? Tes, but it is a long way down.
256S, I suppose it is deep enough to prevent any inconvenience ? Tes, it is right down in the solid 
sandstone, far below the foundations.
2569. What would be the cost of lowering and bridging Devonsinre-street ? The estimate is £21,260.
'2570. President.] And what is tho cost of the other ? The other I put down at £40,000. That includes 
the deviation of the tramway.

TUESDAY, 11 MAY, 1897. 
present; —

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., M.P. (President).
The Hon. Frederick. Thomas Humpiiert, M.L.C. 
The Hon, .Tames Hoskins, M.L.C.
The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C.M.G., M.L.C. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, M.L.C. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, M.L.C.
Henry Clarke, Esq., M.P.

Charles Alfred 1/ee, Esq., M.P.
John Lionel Feoan, Esq., M.P, 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., M.P. 
George Black, Esq., M.P.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., M.P, 
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

Edward Miller Gard Eddy, Chief Commissioner for Bailways, sworn, and examined:—
2571. President.] Would yon like to make a statement? Perhaps it will simplify the matter if I do so. jj. M. G 
Ithas been recognised for many years that the accommodationat Eedfernis quite insufficient for the business Eddy, 
which has to be conducted there, and of recent years the traffic has grown very materially indeed. Generally, '— 
the public cannot obtain that amount of comfort in travelling that they are entitled to expect; but at 1' ^ay, 1S97-

holiday
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E'„¥j G' holiday times everything is in a state of congestion, the public are much inconvenienced, and the traffic is rot 
conducted with that regularity that the Commissioners would like to see. It is not only the dealing with 

11 May 1S97. ^le *™ns1’ hut the minor facilities, such as cloak-room accommodation, the obtaining of tickets, waiting
’ rooms, refreshment-rooms, and all that sort of thing—everything is too small for the business which has to 

be conducted. Again, it is quite clear that Itedfern is not the terminal point at which the bulk, of the 
passengers wish to arrive. The outpourings from the trains into the trams, and the large numbers of people 
carried by the trams and the omnibuses into the city, show clearly that it will be far more convenient to the 
public for the trains to go into the centre of the city. That has been the experience in all parts of tho world.
Eailway companies have spent very large sums of money iu all directions in endeavouring to bring their 
passengers as near to their destination as they possibly can. That has not only been a great convenience 
to the public, but it has been a source of very great profit to the railways, as the tendency in all big ,
centres of population is for the people to go away from their places of business, and to reside in the 
suburbs. It is a complete change from the old system, when the owners of shops and businesses used to 
make it a point to reside on their premises. That has been going on in Sydney in very much the same 
sort of way as it has been going on in other parts of the world. That brings us to the point as to which 
would be the most convenient part to which to extend the railway.
2572. The Commission have been given to understand that the congested state of traffic at Kedfern is
not only a matter of inconvenience, but is fraught with some danger? Undoubtedly. Where you have 
to conduct your business under continual stress for want of time, and want of platform accommodation, 
there must be tho element of risk which you wish to see eliminated, in spite ot every precaution being 
taken to carry on the business with perfect safety, which lias been fairly successfully accomplished at 
Redfern. '
2573. Working at full pressure, and under great stress ? Absolutely great pressure.
2574. Mr. Soslcins.^ Has there been great danger from the probability of collisions between shunting 
engines and carriages in the confined space at Kedfern yard ? There is not much risk in connection with 
shunting operations, so long as the men obey the signals. Everything at Redfern is interlocked, so that 
you cannot have the signal “ off” for an engine to come into collision with an operation going on in 
another part of the yard. But, of course, if a driver runs past a danger signal he is liable to come into 
collision with some other operation that is going forward. It appears from the watching of the tram and 
omnibus traffic, that a station abutting on King-street would be the most convenient position for a 
terminal station, and that was the reason for tho Commissioners putting forward the scheme which has 
been inquired into by a previous Royal Commission. Although an alternative scheme was put forward 
towards the eud of the sitting of that Commission, it was simply put forward because it was stated that 
there was a strong feeling against taking so much of the Park. But we cannot depart from the opinion
which was so clearly emphasised at that last inquiry, that Hyde Park is the right and proper position for $
a general station of the dimensions which you have had placed before you in plans.
2575..President."] If there be nothing else to consider, for the traffic and the public that is the place?
That is the place. Then, with regard to the point which has been raised as to open spaces, it is not as 
though the only open space there was Hyde Park. There are open spaces of about 227 acres surrounding 
this block of 10 or 12 acres which it is proposed to take, and at the end of that open space you have the 
waters of the harbour. Of course, the Railway Commissioners would not for a moment think that tho 

. open space question should be entirely ignored, and therefore wc recommended before the last Royal 
Commission—and we wish to place it before you gentlemen—that there should bo open space, to the 
extent of tho open space taken from Hyde Park, given to the public elsewhere; and, if necessary, that 
open spacC' should be increased. If it were possible to obtain the necessary amount of land from 
private individuals on the site proposed for this station we would not suggest taking the Park.
H^e would say, “ Purchase that amount of property.” But we do think, in the interests of tho 
people because the whole of the people will have to pay for any unnecessary expenditure incurred— 
it would be unwise to purchase buildings for the purpose of pulling them down (o create an open space.
Therefore, as private property cannot be obtained for the site, we, with all respect, suggest that the 
merits of the case be met by taking from a part of the city where there is a surplus of open space the 
amount required for the convenience of the people, and to provide elsewhere, where it would be of much 
greater value, open space to the same extent, aud, if necessary, to a greater extent, than that which is 
taken from the people here. I also wish to place before the Commission the necessity, in dealing with 
railway traffic, especially when it is going long distances, and people take a large amount of luggage with 
them, of having your platforms on a level with the surrounding streets. In other parts of the world, 
where stations have been made above the level of the streets, and in some instances below the level, there 
has been the greatest possible amount of difficulty experienced ; and every effort has been made later on 
to get rid of the different levels. In Liverpool, for instance, the Lancashire and Yorkshire Company 
spent from £350,000 to £400,000 simply to lower the rails to the level of the adjoining streets, and then 
they extended the station at the same time by spending another £600,000. I only mention that to call 
attention to the necessity, in dealing with a terminal station for long-distance traffic, of the passenger 
platforms being on a level with the streets, up which the cabs will drive, and deliver their luggage to the 
trains. Again, looking at the fact that it must be generally admitted that Redfern station is totally 
insufficient for tbc traffic, I would point out that it would be unwise to spend a very large sum of money 
in connection with the present site, or any site closely adjoining, because you could not charge any 
additional fare to recoup the interest on the largo expenditure. But if, by bringing the line into the 
city, you convenience the public, and save them expense in travelling along the streets, you can wisely 
andjustly make them pay a small additional fare; and by charging a fare of Id. to each passenger taking 
ordinary tickets for each journey, and adding a small sum per month to the season-ticket holders, and 
about 3d. a week to workmen, you bring them into the city at a less cost than at present, and you get 
sufficient revenue to recoup the country absolutely for every penny of expenditure incurred in carrying out 
this great improvement. Those are the main points I wish to bring under your notice, and I would 
strongly urge that the scheme for placing a big general station in Hyde Park should be adopted,
2576. With regard to the reason you mention as a sentimental reason, presuming that dominates the 
whole case, and that Parliament decides that Hyde Park must remain intact; assuming also that Parlia
ment decides that a small portion of Hyde Park shall be given ;—can you advise, in those two cases, what 
would be the wisest thing to do, so far as the traffic is concerned ? With regard to tho first condition, I

think
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thick the wisest course would be for the Eailway Commissioners to spend a reasonable sum o£ money in con
nection with the existing station at Eedfem until such time as public opinion wriil force the railway for
ward to the centre of the city. I am certain that will come. Under the second condition, I think it 
would bo possible to make a scheme which would be fairly satisfactory, but it would not be so satisfactory 
as the putting of the large station in Hyde Park. A scheme which would be fairly satisfactory conld be 
worked out by taking about one-half the area iu Hyde Park already suggested, and placing in that area 
a station for long-distance traffic, with about live platforms, and a cab-drive between two of the principal 
arrival lines. Then, in the space now occupied by the High Hehool, a local station could he created, at 
which all the suburban trains could be dealt with. You have this advantage under a scheme of that 
nature: that practically the terminus is at one spot; but if you were to place a suburban-line station in 
the city, and leave the long-distance trafiic at Redfern, from the moment the new arrangement came into 
operation there would be nothing but dissatisfaction expressed by those people who found themselves 
left at Ecdfern, and who wanted to get down to King-street, which they would be able to do in about two 
minutes if their trains were sent forward in the same way as the local trains would be sent forward. 
Therefore, I would very strongly urge that there should be no separation of the two classes of trailic by a 
distance, such as from Redfern to King-street.
2577. AVould that be your main objection to the long-distance traffic remaining at Redfern? Yes.
2578. Therefore, the case stands thus: without taking tho Park it is possible to deal with the suburban 
traffic, hut it is not possible to deal with the long-distance traffic, or with a combination of tho two ? Ko.
2579. There is not width enough, in point of fact, between Castlereagh ami Elizabeth streets to talte com
fortably more than the suburban trafiic ; therefore, there must be an encroachment on the Park if the 
whole system finds its terminus approaching King-street? That is so.
25S0. Could you shunt your suburban traffic between Castlereagh and Elizabeth streets;—I ask that, 
because the map shows an extension to Circular Quay ? Yes ; J think the suburban traffic could be dealt 
with at that station.
2581. "What is your view with regard to an extension, for general purposes, such as is shown on the map, 
to Circular Quay ? I do not think the time has come for that extension. The extra traffic which would 
he gained would not, in my opinion, pay for the outlay.
2582. But still itwould be some convenience, but not sufficiently great? Itwould be a traffic which 
would be carried without charge, because whether you took the lino to King-street or Circular Quay you 
would have to charge the same faro.
2583. I presume you are aware that 0,000,000 persons land at Circular Quay yearly, which must mean 
some trafiic for the railway, and the extension of the railway almost in touch of that landing place ivould 
he very convenient for the public, but you think it is not sufficient ? I do not think you would get 
sufficient return at the present time to justify the large additional outlay.
2584. I suppose that the two stations ivould be practically parallel ? Yes.
£585. \Ye have had under consideration the question of a loop ;—is it possible to get such relief from 
such loops as have been proposed, to enable a station, such as is shown between Castlereagh and Elizabeth 
streets, to bring the whole of the traffic in—that is to say, without encroaching on the Parle at all? It 
would he impossible. At present there are thirteen platforms at Redfern. They are insufficient for the 
business now. Therefore, it would be impossible to deal with all the traffic on six platforms.
258(1. The relief a loop gives is not sufficient ? That would be a mere nothing as compared with the 
accommodation of the passengers on the platforms alone.
2587. The loop remains perhaps for relief at some future time ? Yes.
2538. How many lines of rails do you propose to bring in? Six: if we bring the long-distance 
trafiic iu.
2589. Mr. O’Cbntior.] Does your scheme in any way propose to interfere with St. James’ Church and 
the Courts ? Ho.
2590. President.] AVould you approve of a long-distance station down towards Government House ? 
No ; I do not think it would be as convenient as Redfern. People would have to go out of their way to 
get to that point.
2591. AVould there be any other reason why it would bo unsatisfactory ? No ; nothing beyond the fact 
that it would not suit tbc public, and we are trying to make a station to accommodate the public.
2592. The approach to Circular Quay must be by a tunnel ? Yes.
2593. AVould there he an objection in that ? I hove the strongest objection to tunnelling work in Sydney. 
It is found very disadvantageous in other ports of the world where the temperature is not nearly so high 
as here. I am sure it would he found most unpopulor in Sydney.
2594. If electric traction were possible, would your objection to tunnelling he removed to a certain 
extent ? I do not think that we can deal with a state of things which does not exist.
2595. If wc had electricity, would a good dea! of the objection he removed ? Undoubtedly; but we have 
not arrived at that state of things yet.
2596. AVe must consider the matter on the basis of the traction we have at present? Yes.
2597. You see no immediate chance or likelihood of the suburban traffic being run by electricity ? It is
not suburban trafiic only which has to be considered ; you would have to deal with trains going outside 
the suburbs. The people, for instance, living at Camp bell town, would expect to come forward to the full 
extent of tho railway. Even if electricity could be adopted for purely suburban work, it would bo a long 
lime, I think, before we should he able to work long-distance trains economically by that power. That 
question has not been solved in any way yet. *
2598. Do yon think it is reasonable to anticipate that the suburban traffic could, in the future, be worked
by electricity ? I think we might be able to experiment with the purely suburban traffic before many 
years are over. *
2599. But we must not regard it as a certainty for the purposes of this inquiry ? No.
2000. AVhcu you speak of long-distance trafiic, what do you mean ;—can you form any idea as to what 
trains would not go to tbo railway station between Castlereagh and Elizabeth streets ? For the present, 
it might be possible to work the Campbeltown trains and trains going to the Mountains at slack 
times, hut I fear it would not he possible to work those at busy times. There would be too much 
luggage to be dealt with. In dealing with the suburban trafiic 1 think you should deal with the purely 
suburban service, like that to Homehush, Hornsbv, and Hurstville.

196—IS ‘

E. M. C. 
Eddy.

11 May, 1S97
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\
^ 2601. For the present it might be possible in slack times to bring Mount Victoria and Moss Vale to the

suburban station site ? Yes.
11 May 1897 -A-n(l 'll56 South Coast trains ? No ; I think there is too much milk traffic in those trains.

’ 2603. Conld the Newcastle trains come in r No ; none of the mail or express trains.
260i. Would it be possible to locate the station at the top of .King-street, in the Domain, at the hack, as 
it were, of the Hospital and Mint ? I think it would be very disadvantageous to put a railway station 
alongside the Hospital. When anyone is dangerously sick in a house we go the extent of putting straw 
and tan down so as to deaden the sound of the ordinary traffic. Here you concentrate all kinds of people 
who are sick—many of them in a dangerous state—and it would not he wise to locate the station alongside 
them, so as to annoy them with the whistling, vibration, and movement of trains. In addition to that, I 
do not think the site is altogether as convenient as we could wish. Again, we should he taking up a site 
which I have always understood has been decided upon for many years past for the whole of the law 
courts—a most advantageous position for them.
2605. Would it be possible to stop your long-distance trailic at Liverpool-street? It would be very costly 
to provide a station there ; the levels are so much against the scheme.
2606. There is not sufficient level before you commence to fall tmvards Belmore Park? No ; the fall is
very rapid there. ’
2607. The length is only 400 or 500 feet, and you want more than that for your stations ? Yes; the 
platforms must be 700 teet.
2608. Supposing a railway station was projected on the southern side of Belmore Parle, how would you
view it? TJnless we can come forward to Hyde Park, I would strongly deprecate spending any very large 
sum of money. I would only advise the judicious expenditure of a moderate sum—say £70,000 or 
£100,000—to make Kedfern station answer its purpose until such time as it is decided to bring the 
railway forward into the city. ■
2609. You insist that if suburban traffic comes in, all traffic should come in ? Yes.
2610. What proportion of the whole of the traffic is suburban ? A very large proportion.
2611. Would it be seven-eighths ? A return which 1 had prepared some time ago showed that there 
were 203 purely suburban trains, twenty-five trains running to places like Campbelltown, Penrith, and 
the Mountains, and twenty-eight long-distance trains. Then, of course, at holiday times those long
distance trains are duplicated in nearly every instance.
2612. Therefore about three-fourths of the traffic is suburban? Yes.
2613. Supposing Parliament is disinclined to approve of the Park being taken, would it not be of great 
benefit to three-ifourtlis of the travelling public ? If Parliament takes the responsibility of the complaints 
of the long-distance public, I am sure the complaints will be very continuous aud very strong.
2614. Can you suggest anything but the Park ? No ; I wish I could.
2615. Mr. Wright,'] Would the proposed station in the Park for long-distance traffic be a surface or 
underground station ? A surface station. The cabs would drive to the front of the station.
2016. The station would extend from St. .Tames’-road nearly to Park-street? Yes.
2617. Mr. Trickett.] That would block up Market-street as a through street? Market-street would end 
where it is to-day. It does not go through the Park, and the station does not interfere with it.
2618. But for the suburban trafiic, you could make it sufficiently low to let Market-street go over it, or
you could block the street ? The scheme before you provides for a low-level station for the suburban 
passenger traffic. Market-street need not be interfered with. In coming from Kedfern under the Park, 
you must he sufficiently low to go under Elizabeth-strcot, which necessarily places you under the level of 
Market-street. . "
261.9. Mr. Humpherg.] What is your opinion as to the question of annual cost, by way of comparison 
between a suburban passenger station in tho city and the country station at Kedfern, and both stations 
in tho city ;—would it be more economical to work the two stations at St: Jamcs’-road, or have the 
suburban station there and the other at Kedfern ? I think it would he about the same, because having a 
station for the suburban traffic would require you to keep two independent sets of men.

' 2629. Assuming you could have a terminal station for long-distance passengers and suburban passengers
at the Park, you then would have surface stations, and the cost would he less than having them separated 
by Elizabeth-street? The coat of working would he decidedly less, and it would he more convenient for 
the public also.
2621. Have you considered that ? I think I have made myself clear—that in my opinion the large 
station should be built near King-street; that everything should he under one roof.
2622. That was your evidence before a previous Commission; but I speak of your evidence to-day. You 
are of opinion that the terminal station for long-distance passengers might he' at St. James’-road ? I say 
distinctly that in onr opinion every line should be in the one station at Hyde Park, and the alternative 
of putting the local passengers on one side of Elizabeth-street, and the through passengers on the other 
side, is simply because it is urged sufficient space will not he given in Hyde Park for the whole of the 
traffic to he dealt with there.
2623. I think, hy your former scheme, you proposed to come up to King-street;—do you think you could 
get sufficient accommodation between St. James’-road and Park-street? Yes; that is the modified plan 
before you now, as prepared by Mr. Deane.
2624. That is the plan you favour? That is the plan which has been worked out.
2625. That is to say, you will take 10 acres of the Park instead of 5 for the country trains, and I suppose 
a sufficient area between Elizabeth and Castlereagh streets for the suburban trains ? Yes.
2626. In the event of the scheme for the suburban station being placed between Elizabeth and Castle- 
reagh-strects, could provision be made for ultimate extension ? To where ?
2627. Northward, to join any bridge which may be made to connect Sydney with the North Shore? I 
should not propose that, because I am decidedly of opinion that there should be no bridge to the North 
Shore; therefore, I am not proposing that this station should he considered a proper connection for the 
North Shore.
2628. If you have a surface station at St. James’-road for the long-distance trains, would it be possible 
to extend the line northward ? The foundations could he so arranged for the station that two of the 
lines, or perhaps four, if necessary, could be lowered so as to go forward to the eastern suburbs or to the

' Quay at any future time.
2629.
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2G29. Then the Hyde Park scheme, as far as St. James’-road, would admit of the extension of the lino 
northward, or to include the eastern suburbs ? That ia so.
2G30. Your opinion is that it should be ao carried out? Yes ; Mr. Deaue bus promised to arrange tlic jfayj jgg^ 
foundations so that that could be done. _ _ ,
2681. In tbe event of an expenditure for the temporary improvement of Eedfem station being decided 
upon, would tho carrying out of the improvement involve the interruption of railway operations to any 
extent? All alterations interfere with the working of the trailic.
2632. "Would it seriously interfere with it? We should have to carry it out in such a way as to interfere 
as little as possible ; but you must see that if you are working a station where everything is carried on at 
high pressure, and there is no leisure time, if you put a lot of workmen in to pull the place about, you 
must necessarily interfere with the regularity of the service. ' _
2G33. And in that way there would be more expense than would be necessary if you made a terminal 
station at a distance from Ecdfern ? It is always much cheaper to begin with a clean sheet of paper, and 
let your men go on without interruption, as opposed to a scheme under which you would be interrupted 
by the trains every few minutes. _
263:1. PrmWcwt.]'Have you seen the plan showing an extension of the railway station over Devonshire- 
street ; you are aware that the level of Devonshire-street from the railway level is not sufficient to allow 
traffic fo pass readily under it; therefore, there will reejuire to he a dipin Devonshire-street of about! 
in 25; the amount to be taken out will he from 6 to 0 feet; wo have discussed the question whether it 
would be hotter to deal with the whole of the area hounded by Devonshire-street on the south, and going 
into Belmore Park on the north, and whether it would be wise, in view of future contingencies in con
nection with tbc railway, to leave Devonshire-street as level as it was in the first instance by projecting 
the road a little to the north ? Anything which cau be done to add to the area of railway property at 
Kedfern will be of immense value in years to come,
2635. You want all you can get ? Every yard which can be given.
2636. Have you seen tho plan? Yes.
2637. "Would that meet with your approval ? Yes.
263B. Or any modification of it ? That gives the maximum amount of ground.
2636. As close to that as possible would meet your views? Yes,
2610. Would it be useful to you to be able to extend the length of the station in a northerly direction ?
Yes. Kedfern has to deal with goods traffic as well as passenger traffic, and it also has to store a large 
number of carriages for the general working ; and additional space is much required for all purposes.
2611. If Devonshire-streec were filled up and moved bodily northwards, you would be able to lengthen
your platforms without interfering with your yard ? Yes. _
2612. Would that he of any advantage ? Yes. If Parliament definitely decides not to extend the railway
into the city, that is the direction in which we shall have to alter the station. Tho platforms require to 
be lengthened. The space in front of the station, in which all the passengers land from their cabs or 
’buses, requires to be greatly enlarged, and tbo waiting-room and cloak-room accommodation also requires 
to be increased. Therefore, the only way to deal with that work is to lengthen the station towards the 
Benevolent Asylum. _
2643. Therefore, you approve of Devonshire-street being moved to the north ? 1 should like to seeitdone.
2644. Presuming Parliament thought it wise to bring the suburban traffic into the city, would it then he of
advantage to you to have Devonshire-street—that is, if Kedfern remained the terminus for the long
distance traffic'? Under any conditions, the giving of that additional land to the railway property would 
be of immense advantage. _
2645. Do you suggest any reason why the Cemetery should not be laid out as a park? Ho; I think it
would be a very admirable thing to do. _
2646. Mr. Wright.'] Would it not be better to keep the whole of them for future railway requirements ?
I dare not suggest that myself ; but I should be glad, of course, to have every acre we can get at Redfern 
in addition to what we have already. It will certainly he of service in years to come.
2647. Mr. Suwphery?] Would it not he fairer to exchange that portion for any land you take from Hyde
Park ? That is what I suggest. _
2648. Mr. .Hos/ms.’l You require an extension of room at Kedfern? Wo should very much like to see 
Kedfern enlarged.
26 40. Mr. Wright.] How long do you suppose the accommodation provided between Castlereagh and 
Elizabeth streets and at the Park would be sufficient to meet the growing requirements of our traffic?
If you have the two stations as suggested, I thiuk you might safely calculate to go on for twenty years.
2650. If the traffic increases as it has done during tbe last six years, do you think tbe Kedfern yard will 
be capable of conducting your business ? Tt is not capable of conducting the business of to-day.
2651. But I mean with tbe proposed extensions ? The extensions will not give us any more room for 
the goods traffic or for standing passenger vehicles than we have to-day.
2652. Therefore you think, under any circumstances, an extension of the Kedfern yard is very desirable ?
Yes.
2653. Mr. Mimphery,] Mr. Wright has asked you how long the proposed stations in Castlereagh-street
and Hyde Park would meet all possible extension of traffic, and you have stated twenty yearsassuming 
that you had 10 acres of the Park, for which you first asked, and had your complete terminal station there, 
both for long aud short-distance trains, how long do you think the provision you could make there would meet 
all possible developments ? 1 think it would meet the requirements for about tbe same period of time.
2654. You could not make better provision on the 10 acres than would be possible on the two sites ? Hot 
with the scheme as it stands. We have eleven platforms in the big station. It is proposed to have six 
platform lines in the local station, and five platform lines on the reduced plan for the long-distance 
traffic, so that practically the accommodation is equal.
2655. And without taking any more of the Park it would be possible to provide for additional accommo
dation for the expansion of tlfe traffic ? As I have previously said, I would not contemplate taking any 
more of the Park for railway purposes than is now suggested. When the time came for increasing the 
accommodation, it would have to be increased by adopting some other scheme. A very considerably 
in creased traffic could be dealt with iu tbe geucral station by projecting two or four lines, as was originally 
contemplated, forward to tbe eastern suburbs or elsewhere. That would make those platforms simply

platforms
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platforms for cal hag at, instead of having to stand for five minutes to get rid of passengers, and to load up 
again and go back, ^nollier way to relieve the sdalinu would be practically to adopt the scheme which is 
now under your consideralion for putting a local station between Eh/abeth-strcct and Castlereagh-street. 
lou could then throw oui of fhe big stal ion, which required more accommodation for its long-distance 
trailic a very largo proportion of the trains to the side siation ; hut if flic traffic of Sydney had grown 
to such a state that that large station could not den] with it, very likely relief would be afforded in other 
directions. Sydney will become so large that there will be a necessity to relieve it in other ways. I do 
iu) nok with any apprehension to ihc idea that the Itaihrav Commissioners will ask for more of tho 
Park oy-and-bye.
2G5(>. STou are aware that it is assumed that once you arc placed in ihc Park, and get 10 acres, it will not 
he^’ery Song berore you take ihe whole;—is that, fear groundless? I think so. In my opinion it is. 
_bo/. Mr. Jrieketf.] It you got that portion of the Park about Sr. Jamcs'-rnad for tbe long-distance 
rame. and the site opposite lor the suburban trailic, would you requiie the loop-line to Woolioomooloo 

Jiay, shown on the plan, for tho purpose of shunting p Per tho moment it need not be made; but it 
should bo a part and parcel of tbe scheme w-hich could be carried out later on. with this modification, that 
instead of making it a loop, I would terminate in a group of sidings into which the trains conld run, and 
then by keeping one line m each group free as an engine line, the engines could run round the trains and 
go hack in tho same direction. J say that, because of the necessity for working the suburban trains 
always with the carnages in the same relative positions to the platforms. You can see that if some of 
the trams were to run down to Circular Quay, and returned with their carriages iu the opposite relative 
positions to what they had gone there, and then other trains went into a loop and ran round, the two sets 

i kains , n tllcY Soi to tlle siting place would bo ebanged in their positions. One would have 
the first class and the other tbe second class in the front, so that there would be confusion all along the 
Ime. Ihe people would never know whether tho first or the second class wms coming in front There
fore there wmuld be a continual running up and down to adjust matters. Now tho carriages are run 
on the suburban lines with their classes in their proper positions to correspond with the notice boards on 
the platlorms requesting first-class passengers to wait in one place and second-class passengers in another 
place. 1 B
2t!d8. You have slated that you are averse to any proposal for a bridge to North Shore are vou in 
favour of any connection between Syduey and North Shore for railway trains ? Not at the present time 
l do not see the necessity for it. '
-659. Mr. legan.y You stated in your opening remarks, that, as a rule, business people left their business 
houses and lived m the suburbs ; therefore it is not those people who get the benefit of open-air spaces 
such as Hyde lark ; if the Commission snw its way to recommend the use of Ilyde Park, or as much 
ot it as is required for railway purposes, would it not be possible to eonvev tho old Cemetery and the 
Jienevolent Asylum grounds to the people for use in place of the portion of Ilyde Park which you 
require , lhat is what I would recommend the Commission to do. I have proposed" that there should 
be provided m other districts, where open spaces are more necessary than about Ilyde Park, a space equal
to or greater than is faken from Hyde Park. ^ j > i a
2660. And chargeable, of course, to the cost of the proposed line? Yes; of the railway construction. 
Ibbl.J. resident,] lou made a statement on one occasion with regard to an amount of money which 
should be set aside for the purchase of parks ? Tho only thing given in evidence by mo was a rccom- 
mendation that the Cemetery should be laid out as a pleasure ground, and that £1,000 a year should be 
debited agamst railway expenses for keeping those grounds in order. Hut I would even go further now 
and say that, if necessary, as much as £100,000 might be added to the railway capital to provide open 
spaces in districts needing them more than this part of Hyde Park is needed for'the purpose
2062. Mr. Roberts.] Have you considered whether Cook Park and Philip Park would he suitable for a 
terminal station, or do you regard their position as too much out of the centre of the city ? I do not 
think their position is so convenient as the top of King-street: aud, again, the formation o'f the land is 
not so convenient ior making a station.
Yesf" ^>al^ bei^ so 1°™^ "ould; L imagine, render it favourable for a terminal siation ?

SCed.. Hr Lee.] What is your opinion as to the desirability of railway extension for Ihc conveyance of 
,to t ?c deep waters of Port Jackson ? That is a very big question. I have not gone into the matter 

wdh tne view of ormulatmg any scheme, because it is not an urgent one, so far as the railways are con
cerned. The bulk of the goods trafiic to and from tho railways breaks bulk in Sydney, and any future 
development of railway trafiic m connection with the sea within a reasonable period of time can be met 
most amply by the extension of the Hailing Harbour lines to Darling Island.
2665 For which you arc making special provision? The Department of Public Works is now carrying 
out the railway extension. •" 0
oecv" ^ie.rcfbTe> thecurgt'nt necessity for extension is confined entirely to passenger traffic ? Yes.
-667. It, m the tar future, the contemplated extension does not meet requirements, they can be met bv 
an extension to the western side of tho city, which could also be made available for further goods trafiic, 
it necessary . I would not like to give an opinion with regard to the goods traffic and a line which does 
not exist, because all railway experience ism favour of absolutely separating the goods and passenger 
traffic when you get mto a densely populated neighbourhood. i n b i. b
26GS._Hut inasmuch as the City of Sydney is the depot for the commerce of the country and for the 
shipping of the port, and affio the depth for the railway svatem, the question of dealing with the goods 
traffic mil arise. Y ou have already told us that miflicicnt provision lias been made for dealing with the 
exports of the country, such as frozen moat, at Darling Island and Darling Harbour ;-if it were thought 
necessary to utilise tho Government property on the eastern side of Woolioomooloo Bay, could that be 
reached by an eastern extension from the proposed terminus in Hvde Park ? No : it would have to bo
exteitTon 6 1 indepcndent ll!ie* Jt would n('vcr tl0 to talre any of Hie goods traffic along the proposed city

oo-o ur? w0-/0 lmt]o.rsta,1,d i!lis lil1° ml5st be looked upon as a passenger line for all time ? Yes 
::i°- s IV were tcT.d necessary to connect the Government shipping property with the railway 
system for the carnage of goods, J presume there would be no insuperable difficulty in making the con
nection from some portion of the railway system ? No, '

2671.
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2(i7l. Therefore, with the facilities which you have on the western side of Darling Island for tho cxporla-
tion of good'?, and tho large areas held by the Government on the western side, you are of opinion that in ^
the future, if required, all the convenience for the exportation of the produce of this country can be ^ jj ,gg^,
offered from the Government centres winch can be connected with tho railway system ? lee; it is ’
possible to make an enormous development with the railway system, and export and import at Glebe
Island by making a branch line from somewhere about Petersham, and running to Glebe Island. An
enormous amount of wharfage could be provided. _
2672. But you are of opinion that the trailic at present does not warrant it ? There is nothing at all 
urgent with regard to the matter.
2673. What is your opinion with regard to the contemplated proposal to resume all the wharfs on tho 
eastern side of Darling Harbour, and to extend the railway along those wharfs ? I have not considered 
it, and 1 would not, like to give an opinion.
2674. Ton think it is not necessary to go outside tho accommodation provided at Darling Harbour for 
railway purposes ? No.
2675. And so far as produce arriving from tbe country for direct shipment is concerned, you arc capable
of dealing with at the present time? At Darling Harbour and the proposed extensions at Darling 
Island. _ _ ,
2676. Will you be able to deal with the exportation of meat in large quantities if the rate should increase ?
Yes; with an enormous quantity at Darling Island. _ _
2677. Therefore, there is no need to anticipate any difficulty in tbe future from that point of view ? No.
2678. As a matter of fact, you have for several years past been organising the railway extension at Darling 
Harbour, and Darling Island has been acquired for the express purpose of providing for exportations?
No ; Darling Island was acquired for tbo export business largely, and up to now we have found that the 
extensions which were carried out at Pyrmont have met all the requirements : but now there are indica- 
cations that the ex-port business will increase, and therefore the Department of Public Woiks is moving 
on with the preparation of Darling Island for its original purposes.
2670. And your Department will be prepared to deal with them when they arc completed ? Yes.
2030, In short, then, you are not in favour of the extension of the city railway to the deep waters of Port 
Jackson ;—you are not in favour of the extension of tbe railway for the conveyance of goods, but you are 
in favour of the extension of tbc railway for both long and short distance traffic to a centre at Hyde Park * 
if possible? Yes; as close to King-street as possible. _ _
268 L. Mr. Hoskins,] Is it intended to extend tbe proposed Georgo-street electric tramway to the railway 
platforms from which the steam tramways now leave ? Yes.
2682. Seeing that the tramway will take the largo majority of people engaged in business in the city nearer
their places of business than the .Elizabeth-street tramway dues, have you considered whether that 
tramway will not carry a good many passengers whom you probably anticipate will travel by the extended, 
railway to Hyde Park-, and, therefore, reduce your estimate of receipts 7 No. 1 think the number ot 
people travelling will he in excess of tbe estimate, because a good many people who now come in—say, from 
Newtown—by omnibus, will go in the railway train, as they will he taken into King-slreet so much more 
quickly than they can now travel Oy the road. Again, wnh regard to the tram, the difficulty in dealing 
with au electric tram system is the enormous number of people who will be turned out of tbe trains to be 
carried away by the trams in a few minutes. The electric trams, 1 am afraid, will not in the busy times bo 
quite equal to the necessities of the ease, because 1 hey will be required to do what railway trains have 
been doing up to Bedfern station, and a tram service is not capable of doing that. Therefore, I would bo 
very pleased indeed to see the George-street electric tram service relieved of a very large proportion of 
the present railway traffic, so as to be able to give much more satisfaction to the local traffic in George- 
street, which will, wc think, be very large. _
2683. Mr, H'egan.'] Have you any reports from your officers in reference to the delay which has been
caused during holiday times to trains leaving and coming into Bedfern station ? Y’cs ; we see the working 
every day. _
2684. Can you let us have those reports? They are in tho shape of returns. I do not think they^would 
bo of tbe slightest value. The Commission could only learn broadly that at holiday times the trains are 
so numerous that the insufficient platform accommodation causes them sometimes to be blocked back as 
far as Hurstville, and it has taken trains an hour or more to come from there to Sydney, the whole key 
of the position being tbe insufficient platform accommodation at Redfern.
2685. Mr, Rolcris.] If there were two distinct stations—one for the long distance, and tbe other for tbe 
purely suburban traffic—would the working expenses of each station be considerably increased ? There 
would be a considerable increase over tbe expenses of working tbe whole of the traffic in the one station.
26SG. ^President.] Three-fourths of the traffic is suburban ; lhat can be worked between Castlereagh and 
Elizabeth streets ; tho proposal to put a station on the other side of the road, taking 180 feet of the 
Park, you do not view with favour ? I would much prefer to see the whole of the traffic under one roof.
Pailing that, I should like to see the scheme referred to carried out in preference to leaving tbe question 
unsettled, _ _
2687. Then, since three-fourths of tbe traffic is suburban traffic, the commercial basis of tbe extension is 
the suburban traffic? Yes.
2688. The suburban traffic passengers, if they could get to King-street, would come there irrespective of 
what happened to the long-distance traffic ? Yes.
2080, Although it would inconvenience one-fourth of the travelling public, it would really be a better 
paying line by being a suburban line only? I do not think so. Yon would have to eliminate a very 
large number of passengers from the calculation as to the revenue. 1 would also point out that tbe land 
for this suburban station is estimated to cost £160,000, and 1 fancy the works will be very heavy.
2000. Mr. Jlumphcrt/.] Is tbe land between Elizabeth and Castlereagh streets, and King-street and the 
Synagogue, of less commercial value than a similar area taken out of ihe Park? Not the land. If the 
land were there free from buildings, like the Park, I would say, “Buy it.’’
2691. Mr. Wright.] I suppose xou think it is unfair that ihc railway expenditure should be burdened 
with a large sum of money, when there is vacant land winch would cost you nothing ? I do not look at it 
from the point of view of railway capital, but from tbe point of view of the people who own the railways.
It does not matter what is put upon tbe railway capital, so far as the Commissioners are concerned. It

seems
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Eddy. Eoems to me an unwise thing to burden the users of the railway for all time with an unnecessary amount 
z—nf-oo ri: i ,1C^ mcam’ course,_paying more rates every year than are necessary. ^

llMay, 1897. . i j./'10 se^cinc double stations is adopted, will there be a station at Liverpool-street also ? Yes;
1 think.there should be booking-offices facing Liverpool-street, so as to drop all those who want to go to 
that neighbourhood about the Town Fall .
2693. I suppose there would be a platform r Yes. .

Y01-1 ar0 aware that a portion of the land on the site of the proposed Castlereagh-Elizabeth street 
station is already G-overnment property, aud that the Government are getting next to no revenue from it?

orqo' ^le sa™e remark would apply to that property as applies to the Park ? Yes.
2696. Mr. 0 Connor.'] Supposing Parliament decided not to concede your request with regard to the 
resumption of a portion of Hyde Park, would the portion Mr. Wright alluded to as already belonging 
to the Government meet all requirements ? Jt would only meet part of the requirements of a local 
jadww rtrtion, which local railway station would not meet the requirements of the long-distance traffic.
2697. If, in the future, the city extends towards where the railway station is at the present time, would
■10li requirements ? Although buildings for residential and other purposes may increase
m the direction of Kedfern, the business of Sydney will demand that those people shall come into the 
heart or the city and go out froni the heart o£ the city. Therefore, the argument that the city is extending 
tliat way is not an argument against the extension of the railway; because, although the people do not 
reside m the city, if Syduey business increases, as ive expect it will, the number of people comm" in to 
business every day will increase, and those people will have to go home at night. °
2098. You state that if you take 10 acres of Hyde Park you have ample accommodation for twenty 
years; is it not fair to assume that in twenty years land will increase in value, and would it not be 
better to take up sufficient land now for 100 years? h’o : 1 think it -would be more desirable to modify 
the arrangements, and take the people nearer to the destinations they wish to got to under the altereS 
conditions of the city. It will bo necessary to review periodically the requirements of the travelling 
public, and to meet them as circumstances change. a
2699. Is it not clear, from your own statement, that the portion of the Park referred to will only give 
accommodatiou for twenty years, and that eventually you must take the whole of the Park ? Ho; I 
thmk the arrauuements would.have to be modified. As I have pointed out, that station could he made to 
accommodate a large aud increased number of trains by projecting a part of the lines out of the station 
towards the eastern suburbs or towards the harbour, or across tbe harbour if the business increased very 
largely; and then when it gets beyond that stage you could create a local station alongside, on the site 
now discussed, and so relieve the big station of a large number of trains, and thus enable it to accommodate 
the long-distance traffic for a very much longer period of time than would otherwise be possible.
2700. Have you considered a scheme for the continuation of the railway from tho present site in Darling 
Harbour along the wharf, on the eastern side as far as MarkeLstreet; a proposal has been made to carry 
the railway round ; have you studied that side of the question? Ho ; because there is no necessity in 
connection with the railway traffic at tbe present time to have such communication. The amount of direct 
export and import is comparatively small, as compared with the amount of business which breaks bulk in 
Sydney, or has to be dealt with in Sydney for some purpose or other.
2701. Do I understand that the goods freight, as distinguished from passengers, is not of’sufficient 
importance, in your estimation, to warrant a departure of that kind ? The goods traffic must be kept 
absolutely separate. A.s I have pointed out, the accommodation at Darling Harbour and Pyrmont, plus 
the accommodation now being provided in connection with Darling Island, will meet tho necessities of 
the export and import business direct with the railways for a long period of time.
2702. Would you make the terminus at Darling Island ? Yes, for the present.
2703. Supposing there is a consignment to Groldsbrough, Mort, & Co., of Circular Quay, would they not 
have to go for their goods to Darling Island ? To Darling Harbour.
2704. Would it not be better for them to be able to get their goods somewhere nearer home? You 
could not do it. Because there happened fo be one package from the interior consigned to them you 
could not run a truck to them. The trucks come down loaded with consignments to a number of people.
2705. I only mentioned Goldsbrough, Mort, & Co. as an instance; nearly all tho stores of the city are 
centred at Circular Quay ? Yes; they are spread about—(hey are even at Pyrmont; so that the running 
of the trucks to Circular Quay would not suit the whole of them. A great deal of the wool is delivered 
in Macquarie-street,
2706. If you get 10 acres of the Park, you think it: sufficient to carry you on? Yes ; for many years to 
come. Then other arrangements could he made. If we found the station was insufficient for business 
requirements, other arrangements in tho direction of relieving it would be made.
2/07. If, at the end of twenty jfears. it was found that the 10 acres were inadequate, what course would 
yon suggest ? The extension of Some of the lines through the station to the eastern suburbs; and, when 
that was found insufficient, the construction of a local line, either alongside, or on tho western side of the 
city, or wherever it was found the then largely-increased business required the now accommodation,
2708. Mr. Clarke.] In the event of the main station being formed at St. James’-road, might not objection 
be taken to it by those who attend the Supreme Court, St. James’ Church, and St. Mary’s Cathedral, as 
an eyesore and an annoyance, because of the smoke? J do not think tho siation would he an eyesore.
I think it would be an ornament, and there would not be enough smoke to cause annoyance. Tho 
Supreme Court is recognised by everyone as being rather too noisy at the present moment, and the sooner 
it is removed from its present position the better. “
2709. You do not want to go further than St. James’-road at present? Ho ; but I look forward to the 
time when the ground occupied by the Supreme Court and St. James’ Church will be thrown open, so as 
to form a large open space in a very busy part of the city.
2710. Might it not cause those who attend tho tSupreme Court, St. James’ Church, and St. Mary’s 
Cathedral—the latter of which is not likely to bo removed—annoyance? J think not. Wo will take care 
not to run the trains during service time. We do not do so now.
2711. Mr. Sumphery.] Would not the initial expense bo very much greater if you had two station sites
upon which to provide buildings than it would be if you concentrated the whole of vour terminal arrange
ments and buildings on_one site? Everything, both in regard to cost of construction, working, and 
convenience of the public, would be better met by having one station instead of two. 2712,
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2712. Mr. Slack.'] In making your statement', you said you thought the country could be recouped for 
its expenditure by a system of penuy fares to King-street? What we would do would be to add Id. to 
all tbe fares of the public travelling into Sydney.
2713. Have you considered that the penny increase on tho railway would, in a large number of instances, 
mean a reduction of nearly 2d. on the tramway ? Tes.
2714. -If lhat be so, where docs the gain to the country come in ? We are anxious to get rid of some of 
the traffic in Elizabeth-street and George-street, because it cannot be eonducicd satisfactorily, and when 
we get rid of the railway trams we shall bo able to give better services to the various suburbs, which will 
bring us in more revenue than wo shall lose hy the short-distance railway traffic.
2715. Bo you mean yon will tempt more people to travel ? Wc shall carry by the trams more people than 
we carry to-day. We cannot efficiently carry on the business with the different suburbs, because of our 
inability to put more trams on the lines; therefore, the omnibus people are carrying more people than 
they otherwise would.
2716. Ton expect that with increased facilities there will be a sufficient number of passengers carried 
between Kedfern and King-street in excess of those who now travel by tram between Kedfern and King- 
street to recoup the country in its expenditure in railway extension ? Yes.
2717. In your proposal, are you actuated by a desire to relieve the over-burdened Kedfern Kailway Station, 
or by a wish to carry the public further into the city ? The overburdened condition of Kedfern causes 
us to make some alteration to carry on tbe business satisfactorily. That necessarily raises the question: 
what is the best thing to carry out ? The public continually complain of being landed at Kedfern when 
they wish to come into Sydney, and having to pay a tram fare, and occupying twenty minutes to do what 
a railway train would accomplish in about three minutes. Therefore we felt that we should be acting 
unwisely in tbe interests of the country, to propose a large expenditure at Kedfern without raising for 
settlement the broader question of whether there should bo an extension into the city.
2718. Could you uot accomplish your object of carrying people to King-street more rapidly simply by an 
extension of the railway lino without tho removal of the central_ raihvay station? Yes, if you have 
sufficient accomodation at the terminus to deal with all the traffic"; but we are uot proposing to remove 
Kedfern station ; it wall remain there for everybody’s use as it is to-day.
2719. But you are proposing to make another station somewhere else as a main station ? Yes.
2720. 1 suppose you consider that the chief station of any city should he central? Yes.
2721. Bo you not think that Kedfern is near the centre of the city of Sydney ? It is not where the 
people wish to get to, and what we require to do is to put the station at the spot to which the people wish 
to travel, and the bulk would be accommodated by having it at King-street.
2722. Bo you not think you could take the people where they wish to get by running a line of rails past 
the place to which they wished to get? Tes, a certain class of traffic; but not long-distance traffic. 
Long-distance travellers wish to get to tho railway station, and take their scats in comfort, and they always ■ 
make a point of getting there when they are travelling with their wives and families fifteen or twenty 
minutes before time. You cannot deal with that trafiic at a roadside station.
2723. Supposing you had a connection with Yorth Shore by a bridge or tunnel to convey trains across, 
and that Kedfern could thus be fed from the north as well as from tho south,—would not that attain some 
of the demands of those people ? It does not want to be fed, but it wants to be relieved,
2724. If there were an extension to Korth Shore, and perhaps another in the Paddington, "Waverley, and 
"Woollahra direction, possibly Kedfern would be better than anv other central point you could name? I 
do not think so. I think King-street is the most convenient point for the eastern suburban line. The 
people in the eastern suburbs want to come to King-street and not to Kedfern for business.
2725. Then the difficulty of route presents itself ? No; a route has been worked out for an extension 
through Paddington, and out ultimately to Bouble Bay, Kose Bay, and South Head.
2726. Would not that mean very heavy resumption ? Necessarily, and the time has not come for it. The 
tram service meets tho requirements of the people at the present time.
2727. Mr. Rassnll.] 'The extension of Ihe railway into the city is only to deal with the passenger traffic? 
That is all.
2728. In veiw of the facilities afforded at the present time, which are likely to be materially increased by
the construction of the electric tramway down George-street, do you think it is absolutely necessary to 
bring the railway further into tho city? Yes. "
2729. Which then, in your opinion, is the best site for the railway to be brought to? Hyde Park.
2730. The alternative proposals are merely submitted in case the Hyde Park site may not be agreed to? 
That is all, and they are submitted with very much regret.
2731. In view of the large areas of land available in the vicinity of King-street, you think you would he 
justified, taking into consideration the benefits which would be conferred on the whole Colony by the 
extension of the raihvay into the heart of the city, in asking tho people to give you one portion of 
Hyde Park, in order to afford them facilities for getting into the city? Yes; to use it for their own 
purposes. If public feeling is so strong as to require the maintenance of the same open spaces as we have 
to day, I would recommend that the raihvay capital should be debited with the cost of providing an equal 
amount of space or more elsewhere where it would be of more service to the masses of the people than 
the space taken away for tbe railway station.
2732. In other words, you are of opinion that the space you ask for in the corner of Hyde Park can bo 
put to bettor use, and utilised in a far more profitable manner than it can be under existing conditions ? 
Yes,

B. M. G, 
Eddy.

]nit^l897

WEDNESDAY,
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GEOitmi Black, Esq,, M.P.
Erancis Auausxus Wrioht, Esq., M.P. 
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H. Deane.

Henry Deane, Pngmeer-m-Chief, Pail way Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, further
examined:— '

2733. President.] If we take a small portion from the Park for a station for the long-distance traffic, and
12 Mav 1807 bf ^eel1 CastlereaSh Elizabeth streets for a station for the suburban traffic, will Elizabeth.
12 May, 1897. street be left intact between the two stations i Yes ; and there would be nubwava underneatli. The 

station for the long-distanco traffic will be a surface station as near as possible. The other one would be 
sufficiently below the ground to allow of an extension afterwards under King-street, if required

Mr. Hoskins.] .Is it proposed to have very elaborate station buildings? Ko: not more than is 
necessary. Of course in those positions they would have to be presentable buildhms 
2/3o. Mr Lee.] Are the proposed stations to face the same streetis it proposed to make a new street, 
or to <-°?tl’lue Sb ',!l“es -ro:ld through the High School building, and make a street through there, and 
then let both stations face that street? That would probably be done 
2736. President.] That is on your plan ? Yes. ' '
o'vqq' ^berefore, anyone approaching the stations could drive to one or the other ? Yes.
2738. Although they would practically he separated, they would for all purposes be together ? Yes ■ and 
thf+ W0Uf K 16 BltF.t0 C0]11Peet 1 understand that you wish to know whether the fronts of

ggr*to be ”"lj' i° o,“,in" “ te ““-v *” 1’“"
cSLJntr.w t0i S° R°iar a! t!^ “aking St- JflmeS!-road the northern boundary of your

a f ’ t. E «ie Btauon then stand m relation to the proposed station on the High School ground ?
ItaHon ii m fdrefe“ ^stierG-1Sh and J»lz“b.eth str.eets 13 1;,ken for the suburban trains, and an additional 

d < w traffic without interfering with the Ecgistrar G-eneral’n Office, 1 think
to® maI?‘]luo station would have to stand a little back from the other.

broposedto a new road from Casllereagh-strcet to Elizabeth-street, which would 
o7ai ac^?f1fro“1 thc Eld,e of the nty to the long-distance passenger station ? Yes
2741. - Without compelling people to no through Kincr-strcet Yes "
2742. That is the intention ? Yes. “ °
2743. Under the original proposal-that is, the Hyde Park scheme-how was it proposed to cut off the 
remainder of the Park from the portion taken—by an iron fence or a wall ? That is a detail which could
thinlftK °^od!H whei1 I;™ before the Commission that matter was discussed, and i

W L<J,!c.11U810n WilS 11,at ,an lro!1 ra|bng would serve perlectl>- well round thc openings. '
,‘C I ’i.emaru ?PP y f Pui't1011 oi tko Park being taken for the alternative ^'k-“ 1 . .V1 “urso ihat would be entirely blocked by the station walls. I doubt whether anythin* would

7t V 'f ,C0]lstruf10rl oi ,ron ratings- A complete corner of thc Park would be iuken-
stice^s I thfnfit m!CirtS1TChfaS W011ildj 'tf® ^ canTil,g thc ]inc between Liverpool and Park 
Bticets. 1 think it ought to be fenced or walled off securely
flfr U1* "t m e.TCt a ral11 auPI,ose i* would not be a very costly matter ? Ko.

? lar ^ lhe (^as^ereagb-street platform be below the ground ? fifteen feet 
2747. Eecessanly an important station like that will require a good access to it by means of steps and 
steps winch are not of a steep characterwould you be able to get a, sufficicnTpitch there from the 
stetion to the surface without intruding upon thc kerb in Castlereauh-street ? YiL - there would he a 
staircase down to each platform. The arrangement would probably be as indicated on the plan The
plan shows the new street with a footpath and verandah running in front of the buildin* Passengers
would enter through the booking offices. ° " ^ oi ™e Duuaing. tassengeis

iV"1^1! 6 m I8 \fc llroP?SCd t0 ha,;e tbe booki,1S officcs ? In *e middle, facing the new street.
749. Where vould he the entrance to the Castlereagh-street station? There would be two entrances 

SdiT “ ** £r“m *1“ “d * —H probciblj be i„ the centre oTtlio

275l' win tWbLnthe °n]l °ne?r N° is IjroPoaed t0 have one at the other end of the station, 
ii- u A.' * I bV3?, fT0[n lhe street between those two points—either in Castlereagh or

mdtp*1 °r +i tb7 Il: 18 Proposed to have them, and I do not think they will be required- 
b^ 1 aTm Ynte 8ure tfle Railway Commissioners will endeavour to serve the public interest in that resneet’ 
aid water c mg gCt ^ arC *> mtarf™ with the existing se^rngr and1 gls
tlmre i a ve^l-Z^ slnfrT'xn10T u n'’‘I.11 the Se'Verage at tlie toP of Eathurst-street, where 
tee.wi,le.t«,^

•*'Bt,*• “"'iu*•

“ "C C”d I'”1 I“™ “ ‘he 0ther ? ^ C°nli ento ” Iam eith“ «”<>. “

tbllt 13 SAmgl° I16 tbe dead‘eud °f tbe extension, how is the shunting to be carried on ? There
tTainbaftpgI||e/0a<iS • thaA13 l° saJr’.sb?rt sPlu’s* 1v'bere an engine could Htamt and be run back on to the 
train after it comes in and when it is time for it to go out again ; and when the cimine which brought l e 
tram in is thus relieved, it can run out and take up its position for the next train ° ^oujitthe
2ioo. You have sufficient room to admit of that being done ? Yes; that can be arranged

2757.
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The plat-

2757. Why would it ho necessary to encroach on Rt James’ Road, assuming you could take that corner 
of thc Park for a terminal station? It would only be necessary if you wanted to bring the fronts oi the
two buildings up in aline. , , ,, „ , ,
2758. What length have you provided for terminal station platforms for suburban paascngcis
forms are arranged for 500 feet; the length of tho station would be 660 feet.
2759 AVould yon require a greater length than that if, instead ot putting your station between Jsluahoth 
and Castlereagh streets, you put it in the Park, for suburban aud country passengers ? 1 do uot thmk
they could be placed both together. , ,, ■„ tt r
2760, Did not your original plan propose that the terminal station tor all passengers should be m II) de
Park? Tes : but then the accommodation was very much larger. , .
2761 .Assuming that thc whole accommodation you originally intended to provide were provided at that 
corner of Hvde Park, whv would vou require so much greater length there than you appear to require m 
the suburban passenger station now under consideration ? The arrangement for the original station was 
much more extensive and more complete, and being an end station a good deal of room,was taken up in 
having the buildings at the end aud having an end-crossed platform. G he station m Castlereagh-street 
being sunk below the surface of the ground, the buildings will be on the street level over the lines. _ J. 
understand it will be necessary in this case, if the hue stops here now, to provide for its future extension
towards the harbour. , ,, ,
2762. There is a suggestion before the Commission that the long-distance passengers should have accom
modation at St, James’Road? Yes. .... i „4.i „ ,
2763. AVhat length will you require to provide that accommodation? About the same length as was
provided before. The platforms were about 700 feet in length, Probably thc length will he a iew teet 
more than is shown on the first plan. „ , ,
2761 AVhat would be the maximum length of the space required for the long-distance passenger station 
between St. James’ Road and Park-street ? It will take up tbe whole of that length.
t;1765 Whv do you require so much greater length there than for the suburban passenger station . A 
great deal of that will be above the ground. The other will be covered over. In the case ot the 
suburban trafiic the length I have given you—660 feet—is really only that part of .the station which the 
public use; hut the approach to that station under Elizabeth-street from Park-street is just as necessarily 
a part of thc station, although a good deal of it is covered over.
2766. But is tho width of the approaches greater for the suburban passenger station than would uo 
necessary for a long-distance passenger station ? !STo, it is not. Tbe width is rather less, because there 
are onlv four lines coming into the suburban station.

H. Deane.

12 Jiay, 1897.

so. Tho long-distance station could be sot back.
2768. If the 'loim-distance station could be set buck by separating tho suburban from the long-distance 
passenger traffic0would not it be possible to set back tbc general terminal station, supposing you had both 
stations adjoining in Hvde Parkwhy cannot you put your general station on the 10 acres of land 
without rendering it necessarv to take any portion,of the Registrar-General's building 7 1 think 1 pointed
out that if the station was set back there would uot be as much room for a parcels office aud a horse and 
carriage dock. AVith a big station there is a big splay, and you want to go further back for a big splay 
(ban vou would for a narrower one. . . .
2769/ If you had the whole of the passenger traffic concentrated on the one terminal station, would not it 
be possible to construct your station as to avoid that resumption of tho Registrar-General’s Office which 
vou first thought was necessary ? Looking at that plan which has been worked out for the big station, 1 
do not see how it could be brought further back, because it takes up the whole of the length between 
Park-street aud thc Registrar-General’s Office.
2770. Mr. Hoskins.] Where do you propose to diverge from the mam line to go to thc proposed station 
in Castlereagh-street? AVe should have to diverge on the southern side of Park-street.
2771 Would not vou require to resume a good deal of valuable property to do that; how would you 
get across the level'of the street to the High School? The property which you would have to take to 
carry out that scheme has been reported upon by Mr. Perdriau.
2772. Mr. Humphery.] AVill you make it clear why it is necessary to have so much greater length for tho 
general station than vou appear to require for two stations ? It is rather difficult at the present time for 
me to give any detailed explanation, seeing that the details have not really been worked out; but I might 
point out that when you separate the long-distance traffic from thc other you virtually make a smaller 
station—you halve that portion of tho station. That portion of the station will require a smaller approach 
for itself, and a narrower approach than will the big station: that is to say, the splay will not bo so 
Kreat—it will only be one-half. I am assuming that the passenger traffic diverges south of Park-street. 
Then one can take the other portion as a distinct thing by itself; and for that portion there will be less 
splay. If yon have to move the station buildings a little further back from thc Registrar-General's Office 
there will very likelv be room for a parcels office in the corner, between the two sets of lines. _
2773. President.] How dose would your line go to the Synagogue? As close as we could without
affecting the construction. _
2774. JZA IVAIe/A] Practically, within a few feet? Yes. ...
2775. AVould that interfere with public worship in that building ? I think they will hear the rumble of 
the trains.
2776. Mr. Clarke.] Do you think it would he advisable to resume the whole of the land up to Kmg-street 
in lieu of tho proposed now street? I do not think there is any necessity to go up to King-street. In 
my opinion, it is better to stop clear of it.

I9G—S' mens DAT,
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Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

J, Horbury Hunt, Architect, further exivmined :— 
understand you desire to place further evidence before the Committee? I desire 

13 May, 1897 ° ^ PrGT10U® remar^B by bringing to your immediate consideration my proposal for a city railway
- station, and other matters, as shown on my plan; when J say station I do not mean terminus. The site I 
suggest will eventually be the very eye of our future city business life, for it is a certainty that ihis 
seebon oi the city known as Dawes Point will be levelled down and relaid out as here indicated by this 
plan, it looks to be a big undertaking. However, it must be carried out before long. Therefore any 
raihvay extension to the city--regardless of tho future rebuilding of this part of the city, I submit, will 
not be u iso. A station placed as here indicated, with tbe proposed improvement of this section of the 
city is 1 think, self-evident as being the proper site both from a commercial and general point of view. 
The station as here placed would be entered direct from the higher ground at back from a tunnel 
without niterfermg with any streets—it would also bo midway between the harbour portion of Circular 
yuay aiM Darling Harbour which must be admitted a good feature. To lay down any railway scheme
l/ ■ l1!ehA) iW1-beTire,|!31T't,<1 ^ 1cTP,l0tt'. EUCb scheme in the future-by bridging the harbour from Dawes 

omt to Milson s Point—would clash with this proposed improvement, which I repeat must ere long take 
place at Flagstaff Hill and Dawes loint. 1 was prompted to ask for this further opportunity of speaking 
to you because of the present proposal to tunnel across or bridge the harbour. I maintain that if anv 
attempt is maae to bridge the harbour from this point, then this proposed station improvement will clash 
with it and, it at some future date it should be undertaken, then it will involve a tremendous expense. 
Any railway project fixing on Dawes Point as a bridge site, will have to fight this city improvement 
project on the one hand, while it mil have on tbe other Darling Harbour interests to contend with. The 
future of Darling Harbour and the Flagstaff Hill section of the city', are two big factors in thc future 

e ping onward of hydney to her great commercial position. Anything that may be done with our new 
railway staiion, which will interfere with us as architects in dealing with this important section of 
tbe city, _will be a very serious matter. I contend that the North Shore railway connection should 
be as inaicated on my plan—by a suspension-bridge from the city to Balmain, Goat Island, and Ball’s 
Head thus taking tho traffic to a broader area of North Shore—namely, to the west of St. Leonards.

• The platform elevation of a bridge at this position would not interfere with the waterway to the docks- 
Any form of tunnel communication I would condemn. When the public came to experience the fact 
ot having to travel underground four or five times the distance represented by the initial difficulty— 
namely some 30 or 40 chains of harbour surfaco—depend on it then the fat would be in the fire. 
The land connection for a bridge at Ball’s Head is naturally all that cau he required for such a project, 
while the approach from Sydney via Balmain will be easy for railway and all other kinds of traffic. Do 
what you may, pray look well to the future position of this city.

APPENDIX.
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A.
[2b Evidence of J. Parry.]

PaKTTCIT1j\RS' RI'SPECl ING TRAT'FIC AT KEDFERN RAILWAY STATION

Statement sliowing thc number of Trains and Engines running
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Statement showing mimhev of Pnsseinior Tii
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11 
(1 
11

324

(3.)
SIATO1KXT sWinE tl,c statlon tl’c

i
Jtetn-oeoti the liours of ■

fi n.m, and

l ;;
0 „
4 p in. find

i a.tn. 
* »
0 „ 

10 ,,
5 tj.m. 
0 ‘ ..
i
S
9

10

No. nflVecntiors arriiing at 
Rorlfoni, G Kchrturv.

524 
3,720* 
5,394 
1.902

525 
1.1(1(1

(ill I 
897 
394 
28!)

No, of Passi-ngero departing from 
Kedfern, 0 Fcliruarj.

23S 
105 
207 
459 

1,851 
5. Ofi” 
3,998 

013 
040 
82G

_ Tata No. of Passengers 
arming at. and departing from, 

Kedfern, r* 1'ebninrv.

1,062
3,921
5,601
2.3131
2,fi7C
0,227
4,(129
3,510
1,004
1,115

nuinbere^artfnot available/ paSSengera amvlnt'ln Sydney on week days is approximately about 20,000, but on holidays the

Statement showing the number of Trains and Engi
(4.)

U^ght brnm flajj'106" Sy<:lrley E''el<:iSh 5th October, 1890

Slow: Lines*

Dctwecii the 
horns of—a

A.M.
]2and [

1 .4 ‘2
JJ
4
5
6

3
4
5
6
7
8 
!)

10
II

S
9

101112
i'. It,

1'2 aud 1
1 ,4 22 ,, 3
^ „ 44 „ 55 „ fi
6 „ 7
7 „ 8
S „ 0
!J „ 10

30 „ II 
1L „ 12

Toil] g

Down, Up*

k i a 
J 1 a

.. I

i :! 'a

8

I .

0,0 
I S 8
! o ' f>
i iu * io !

01 9 
01 c lo o I 

I o , o I
I 7 ! 7 |
' 5 | 5 f

1 I 1 
1 I 14 | 4
5 511 11

1 10 1 10 
I C 1 C 

30 I 10

0 , C 9 1 «> 
I 3 1 3 
> 4 ' 4 
1 ,1 i 3
I 12 12
l 0 | 0
I 0 I 9

!> y 
0 ' 9 

IB'S

Va&t Lints.

Down* Up.

.: i

i * 
11

| .. 135 130 | .. | .. 030 DIG | 3 | ]

I :■
I 1

1 i 1

00 ’ 
12 *

S |

1 3 1 :l ‘ 3 i
, 3 , 8 I 
. K I

1
1 '

1
1
0 I
.. I

I
■ 1

1 I

i 1
I ■■
I 1 1I “

3
S1 P 

t 9 .

•2 I
2 I
T I1 I2 I 1,1

Goods Lines

Puihi. Up.

87 , 31 i o' 5 i pi1 I ,

’ 1

Vi*3oo ri I
u5
so

a
J

1
1 1 ■*

■ . 11 1 i 1 .' 2 • .. j .. 2
i 1 31 2 i . 11. 41 4 3 3 , 38 4 4 , . 58 3 1 4 l • 95 10 10 y8 4 * .. 8

! 9 2 1 3 j 4

■ 10 5 ft 1 . lii 4 8 8 i 2
! 3 9 ,J ■ G
! ^ ft ft * . S

8 2 2 S 11i r« 1 3 * 1 .
> 7 0 2 3 - 1
1 7 . !) « . 31 (j - ■ 0 i 7 i 5
1 3 H 2 13 1 ..H 1 <5 0 34 o 2 S - .. •3- ■ — f
, 2 102 H 12 . no i o 103

Total or) 
Down

at! Line*, 
mid Up.

, «3-ts
8 G

oo
ds

. 1

i-3

j 
'BSV

J To
ta

l, j

1 1
1 i 1o i 3o o 1 6
o 4 2 G4 l 6 5 V
3 1 8 12 211 G 10 17 27fi 12 36 479 19 33 ft 2
S 12 34 4
4 0 37 4

3 8 27 363 1 10 20 31
ii 1 16 23 29i 13 19 32

11 14 27 413 8 0 41 ftO
3 4 7 37 444 7 12 28 402 $ 2 11 2ft 30

ft 10 23 39
3 1 9 17 271 4 2 10 Ifi iU

15 U20 14 211 470 70 i
— 5
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B.
[To Evidence of Captain J. Jaclc$on.~\

Cost of JrfASACiKiuwr asp Of Collectids of Bjjvemie in the Pchhic Whakfs Hefahtmext for 189o.

1695.
January .... 
February ....
March .......
Apiil ...........
May ..........
June ...........
Juiy ...........
August.,.......
September....
October.......
November... 
December ....

Quay. Cow^er.

£ s. 
143 0 
130 17
132
132
132
132
132
132
132
132
132
132

£ s. 
53 10 
53 10 
53 10 
53 10

House-rent ...........
Wages, cleansing! 

wharfs, &c.......... |

100 0 0 |

Pvroiont.

£ K.
4G 10

0 46 10

2 ] 53 10 
2 ! 53 10 
2 53 10 
2 ; 53 10 
2 53 10 
2 53 10 
2 | 53 10 
2 ! 53 10

500 0 0 i 25 0 0

46 10 
46 10 
46 10 
46 10 
40 10 
46 10 
46 10 
46 10 
46 10 
46 10

25 0 0

Darliit" j ula etc wattle. Harbour,

0 ! 24 
0 i 24

’2,201 19 6 'G67 0 0 '583 0 0 314

Byron Bay.

S. (1.

0 4

0 0 

4 0

s. d. 
S 4

25 0 0

£
10
to s
10 8
10
10
10
10
10 8 
10 S 
10 8 
10 8 
10 S

Woolgotllga Colt'sHarbour.
WhiteBay

£ 8. d. £ s. d. £ E. d.
10 8 
10 8 
10 S
10
10
10
10
10
10
10 8
10
10

10 8 
10 8 
10 S 
10 8 
10 8 
10 8 
10 8 
10 8 
10 8 
10 8 
10 8 
10 8

10 16 8
10 16 3 
10 16 S 
10 16 8 
10 16 S 
10 16 8

354 0 0 125 0 0 !l25 0 0 jl25 0 0 | 65 0 0

Summary.
n   £2,201 19
9uny.................................................................... 667 0
S0*?";...........................................................................  ^ oPynnont ....................................................................... o14 4
Darling Harbour......................................................................................^ 0
Black wattle..................................................................... ^
Byron Bay ............................   125 0 0
Woolgocl^................................ .............................................. _ 125 O 0
Ootl s Harbour........................................................................ g- q q
White Bay .................................................................................... ............. ’_____

£4,560 3 6

Bl.
WstARFAOE and Ton sack Bates, Sic., levied duiuno 1S9j at various Wharfs under the

Detaetmext,

CircubrQuay .....................................
(’mvpt-r V'barf ...............................
1’yrmrmt Wharf ...........................
llarling Harbnur B'liarf .............
1 Hack wattle Whnif.,, ..................
Byron Buy (now under Trustees)
Woulgnolga ..............................
CoU’s Harljour.............................
Wlntu Bay .................................
Stockton .......................................

32,200 1 2 
6,091 13 
5,030 0 
1,414 0 

426 10 
245 8 

27 10 
104 12 
48 15 

782 1

Public Wharfs

d,
G
3

11
0
7
1
3
3
4 
0

£46,431 7 11

Sir,

c.
[To Evidence of H. Mr,Lachlan, Secretary to the Bailway Commissioners)

Team Traffic betvfen Reukerk Railway Terminus and King-street.
Office of the Railway Commissioners, Sydney, la March, 189/. ^

JL'yKass -=;,i ssaass

° H, McLACHLAN,
,, . . Secretary.

The Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway Lvteusion.

Cl.
The Sydney and Brisbane Traffic and the North Shore Railway.

Office of the Railway Coimm=pionerp. Sydney, May, loJt.
R!r’ With regard to your ,nation as to whether the through indicated,

over the North Shore miluay, 1 am to point out iinc iSi mUch greatci than that on the North
hi the fii'st place, tJie traflic m vonnection with the > >di) } oowsidmil Further, the facilities nn
Shore railway, while the traffic from the S™‘™ being a single one only,
the main suburban hue mo much superior to those existing on t j jlrtVfl &(.,,

H. McLACHLAN,

The Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway intension.
*- - * J
Secretary.

C 2
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C2.
■NuMr'EI1 0F Thaisr Ecn-xis,’, os North Shotu: Railway

Mondays to Fridays, MiWs Point to Hornsby, and retuVa"'";":;;;..;;;;;.';"';;;";; u

Sa.urdays, Ifilsons Point to Hornsby, and return..,,,,......  ........ *
I have, fee,,

The Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension H' McLACHJAN,
^ * beci’etniy.

Sir,
FLUCTi-ATIOX OF CfTY POI'CUATIOSS.

A' a
170,000 to 310,000. i -.wu, ann now has only 32,000. 1 be day poimlution has increased ftwa

’ I nave, Ac,,
The Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension. H' McLACHLAN

- , C4-
The Trams as a Susstitcte tor the City Railway

Tigaiii, witli jegard to the tram, the diflienlty in dealing witii an electnc-b'am nvsbon ,■«, iu. , . ..
people who will he turned out to he earned away bAhefcamsin 1 e 0!1°nn<™Vnlm!jer ot

tiorgc-slrcet.5S
'J'he Secretary. Royal Commiseion on City Railway Extension.

1 have, &c..
H. MrEACHRAN,

Soeretary,

Sir,
Facilhies off erf o to Woukmfx.

VVith .■ . ■ OtRco of the Railway CommissioncrD, SvdnoT ITATav K07

iiave homos in the railway fnlJiu-b^ and'who°,n!vef'"ovY imaoseivllv3? •f*? of workmen «ho
Very many of these wo.kmen are 0,1' !^ “ he cdv iml if b e 1'e]°ln V'° tw.,nB at l,ifl s!atiol‘ Kcdfent.
raving CieL walidng into town aD»teme ito ^en'r" W0’'° f‘UUed W0Uld 1,0 <)f S^' ■»

I have, &e.,
Tlio Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension H'

* Secretary.

D.
[To Evidence ofC. W. Darin), Engineer.in-Chief for Euhlic Works.']

______ TFATER-Crontage available ami quayage, Sydney Harbour.

Situation. frontageavailable. Avail
able.

Wooiloomooloo Bay....... .........
it.

4,300
ft.

1,710Circular Quav . 4,700 3,335

Darling Harbour, above bridge ‘2,600 2,600
m >. below bridge,
including Pyrmout jetties... 930 2,440

Darling Jslnd. ftPyrniontRay J 
Glelje Island and \Vhilc Bay...

3,270
0,400 1,080

Black wattle Kav 1,020 1,020
...Rozelle Bav . 1,050

Total ................ 23,890 32,185

Quayage. Ist-Hass Rcrtlis. Isnil-closg Hcrths.
Total
No.
of

Rorth.*,Constructing. Tata!. Avail
able.

Con
struct*

in-.
Avail
able.

Con
struct*

ing

lleinarks.

ft.
1,477

ft.
3,187 3 2x3=5 0 101,500 4,835 7 5 i 13 Not counting 0

2,000 3 5 S

ferry jetties, 
equal to 12 
berths.

Crtlcn^. 2,550 ) 
TimUr 1,530 J

2,440
4,0S0

5

5 c
5

11
0,250 7,330; ... 4 4 Possible liei'tlis

• ■
4

...
4

round Glebe 
Island omitted.

13,307 24,452 IS 15 15 7 55



APPESDIX. 143

E.
[To Evidence of IS. E. Perdriau.']

Station Site fou Lonw-distance Traffic.
The total length of the land suggested as a site for a station for long-distance traffic is GG5 feet, and the width is ahout
130 feet, giving an area of 1 acre 3 roods IS perches. j

This includes the block above described hounded by Liverpool, Elizabeth, Goulburu,jind Castlereagh streets, and 
that part of the block lying immediately to the south thereof referred to above as portion No. 1, together with the inter
vening portion of Goulbum-strect. , ,

The municipal assessments for this area amount to £3,013. This at twenty years, purchase would represent a value
of £78, ^G0. , .

If twenty-five years’ purchase lie adopted the value would be £07,827 
13th May, 1897. STEPHEN E. PERDRIAU.

El.
City Property Valuation.

Valuation (adopting the municipal assessments for the year 1890-1807) of that block o the city of Sydney hounded on the 
■ north by Liverpool-street, on the east by Elizabeth-street, on the south by Goulburn-street, and on the west by 

(.’iistleriKigh-street—Area, 1 acre 1 rood 3G perches.
The municipal assessments for the above mentioned block amount to £2,863 per annum, and this at twenty years purchase 
would represent a value of £57,300. _

If twenty-five years’ purchaso l>o adopted the value would be £71,025.
Noti;.—The above valuation is cxelush u oi the customary allowance ol 10 percent, for forced sale ain. foi'componsalioii for disruption of business. 

Tliero is nut a first-class building in the whole, block—they are mostly small, inferior, and old-fashioned, and the 
businesses curried on are cnmparativelv unimportant.

13th May, 1807.
Valuation (adopting the municipal assessments for the year 1896-1897) of that block of the city of Sydney bounded on 

the north by Goulbuni-street, east by Elixuhcth-slrcct, south by Campbell-streut, and west by Castlereagh-Btreet. 
Total area, L acre 1 rood 14 perches.

As requested, I have subdivided the block inio three portions as follow :— , , _
Portion No. 1._The northern port ion--area 1 rood 22 jierehes—embraces the frontage to Goulburn-street, and extends

southeily 130 feet along Elizabeth-street and Castlereagh-street. The municipal assessments for this pdrtion amount to 
£1,048. This at twenty years’ purchase would represent a value of £20,9(50. . ,, , ,

Port ion No. 2.—The south-eastern portion—area 1 rood 30 perches—extends from portion Nm 1 southerly along 
Elizabeth-street to Camphell-streot, a total length of about 320 feet with an average depth of about Go feet, backing on to 
portion No. 3. Tho municipal assessments fm this portion amount to £1,044. This at twenty years purchase would 
represent a value of £29,8811. „ , „

J’orlion No. H. The south-western portion—area 1 rood 3G perches—extends from portion Aa 1 southerly along
Castlcreagh-btrcuV to Cumpbcll-strcet, a total length of about 320 feet with un average depth of about Go feet, backing on to 
portion No. 2. The municipal assessments for this portion amount to £1,279- This at twenty years purchase would
amount to £2,>,580. . , ,, , .on

The total assessments for the block amount to £3,371, and this at twenty years purchase would be £07,4_U.
13th May, 1897. __________________________ _ _____ STEPHEN E. PERDRIAU.

F.
Total Cost of Government Wharfs.

g[r The Treasury, New South Wales, Sydney, IS March, 1897.
' In compliance with your request, I am directed to hand you, enclosed, copy' of a return which has been 

furnished by the Department of Public Works, showing the total cost of Government wharfs, Ac., in Sydney Harbour up
the lJrcSeut timC' 1 haV%f k’i R.KPATRICK,

The Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension. Under Secretary for Finance and Trade.

Department of Public Woika, Account Brunch, 9 March, 1897. 
Return showing Cost of Government Wharfs, Ac., in Sydney Harbour to date.

Work. I
Amount, Total.

Erection of wharfs, jetties, cargo-sheds, and renewals of wharfs, Circular Quay, 1859
to date. , , , i t<- „ iConstruction of wharfs, jetties, cargo-sheds, and renewals of wharfs, Avoolloomocloo
Bay, 1860 to date.

Land resumptions.................................................................................................................

Construction of wharfs and jetties, and extension o£ wharfs, Darling Harbour, 186-1 to 
dote.

Lund resumptions...................................................... -........................................................

71,290

224,632

254,127 2 

287,817 10

Construction of jetties, waiting-shed, pontoon, Ac,, Erskino-streel ,
Wharf, Ac,, BlackwaUlc Bay ..................................................... . ■ • - -
Sundry wharfs as per statement attached ........................................

Total

£
270,714

d.
10

295,922 16 4

541,944 12 
8,807 6 
7,150 16 

22,454 15

1,147,054 9
Department of Public "Works, Account Branch, 9 March, 189/. 

Cost of Wharfs, Stunky Harbour. ’
£ s. d.

Wharf, Ac., Watson’s Bay .......................... 2,602 16 6
,, Blue’s Point........................................ 950 0 0
,, Milson’s Point ................................. 150 0 0
,, Neutral Bay .................................... 604 1 3 S
„ Cobbler’s Beach................................. 575 0 0
” Hyde ................................................  1,060 18 S
,, opposite Salt-works, Parramatta

River .......................   363 3 0
,, Newington ........................................ 487 0 7
,, Longbottom........................................ 341 0 0
„ Putney................................................ 934 0 1
„ Hen and Chicken Bay ...................... 873 11 3

New Wharf, Eitzroy Dock............................  3,373 8 6
Wharf and Extension, Five Dock .............. 592 11 9
Wharf, Ac., Callan Park ............................ 952 5 4
Cove Wharf, Balmain ................................... 172 19 9

Wharf, Hunter’s Hill................................. - 600 19
„ Cabarita, alterations........................ 140 1

Repairs, old Manly Wharf ......................... 531 4
New Manly’ Wharf ...................................... 3,006 15
Wharf, Kissing Point, Parramatta............. 277 0

,, Pennant Hills..................................... 378 32
,, at Dundas ........................................ 443
,, Ermington ..............    447
,, Field of Mars..................................... 376
,, Blandviilc, Parramatta River............  125
„ White Bay ....................................... 1,585

Waiting-room, Neutral Bay Wharf............. 97
Wharf, foot of Augustus-street, Leichhardt 413

d.
0
9
4
1
0

10
1
0

0 10 
0 0 
3 4 
0 3 
2 10

Total .....................................  £22,454 15

G
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Gr.
Yearly Rkvesdk esom (toyeenment WHAitFf.

T , ■ , Tlio Treasury, Iscw South Wales, SydnoY,-0 ilmx,]]j ISO?.
, ln !lctr,>l'ti«;'cc wall the i-cquest comnined in your letter of 32th metont, I hare the honor ui hand you, lierurvit.h

v-h-irfsh’i °f Pu5;iilt; Wllarf'si showing the yearly revenue derived from Government
v harts m by ducy Harbour to 31st December, 1S06. I have, Sc.,

The Secretary, Koval Commission on City Railway Extension. ^ F. KIRKPATRICK,
Under Seci'etary for Finance and Trade,

Public Whabics Dkpartjiext.
Return showing Yearly Rcvcmm received from Government Wharfs in Sydney Harbour to 31 fit December, 1806.

Wharf.

Circular Quay

l
(

Cowiier Wharf......................................................
{Up to 1SD1 Cow per Wharf revenue was paid to the credit of 

Consolidated Revenue independently of head office.)

15 ackwattle Wharf

Darling Harbour Wharf.........................................
(Prioi to 1S9I under Railway Department.)

!!

Pyrmont Wharf

Public Wharfs Office, Circular Quay, ]?th March, 1SI17.

Year. j Yearly amount.

1S74
| £ s. d.

4,888 3 7
lS7o 3,525 2 2
1870 , 5,359 S 3
1877 ! 3.327 13 2
1878 . 2.SU3 4 0
1879 7,022 10 0
1380 ! 5,047 13 7
18S1 1 7,605 0 0
1882 1 9,201 18 11
1883 ' 10,665 0 9
1884 1 12.399 2 1
1883 1 13,512 12 1

18,392 4 91880
1887 20,151 2 8
1SSS 35,122 9 0
1889 35, SOS 3 3
1890 30,088 S 10
1801 40,195 17 0 1
1892 43,258 1 5 1
1893 36,077 19 3 !
1894 30,008 38 4
1895 32,252 IS 3
1800 32,688 19 0

1SS2 1,904 16 2
1883 1,735 10 10
1884 2,282 17 6
1885 2,888 S 1
1SSG 4,007 IS 5
1887 2.543 17 7
1SSS 2,073 8 2
1SS9 2,704 0 1
1890 2,305 4 S
1891 3,243 12 3

1892 5,344 1 0
1S93 4,510 6 2
1894 5,081 1 10
1803 5,799 5 10
1896 5,268 17 3

1SSS 165 7 11
1SS9 314 14 1
1890 313 IS 0
1891 327 0 9
1892 459 5 9
1803 558 8 2
1894 329 8 0
1895 536 8 11
1890 615 0 11

1891 1,723 5 1
1892 1,459 13 1
1S93 1.004 1 8
1894 2,320 8 4
1895 1,008 3 10
1896 1,579 18 1

1889 7 17 2
1890 ■ 893 0 5
1891 2,485 IS 0
1892 5,275 13 7
1893 3.800 2 4
1894 3,737 10 0
1895 4,84 9 8 0
1800 4,033 10 7

r

JOHN Jjs

Total amount.

JI2,?o3 U 4

20,400 13 9

20,003 12 1

3,020 1 0

0,101 10 1

23,391 7 1 

i" .333.039 10 in

ilaiiam.!-.

li 13
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H.
, Yharly Expenditure on Govkknjikn* Whari's.

Sir, The Treasury, New South Wales, Sydney, 8 April, 1807.
With reference fo youi let'ior of 21tli ultimo, I have the honor to hand yon, herewith, a statement shewing tho 

yearly expenditure on the Government wharfs in Sydney Harbour up to 31st December, I89(i, so far as can be readily 
ascertained fiom the books of the Department of Audit.

I also enclose, lor the information of the Commission, a copy of the Audit Department memorandum which 
accompanied such statement. I have, &c.,

F. KIRKPATRICK,
The Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension. Under Secretary for Finance and Trade.

r
Payments from the Account Charges on Collections, the Annual Vote 1 * Public Wharfs,and other Votes under the 

Colonial Treasurer for the service of Public Wharfs generally, from 1874 to 31st December, 1896.

Year of Payincnl.

1874 ,
1875 .
1876 .
1877 ,
1878 .
1879 . 
1889 . 
1881 . 
1882 .
1883 .
1884 .
1885 . 
-1886 .
1887 .
1888 .
1889 .
1890 ,
1891 .
1892 .
1893 .
1894 .

1895-6

on loan expenditure.
Total revenue received, as per statement compiled by Captain Jackson

Not revenue .......................................................................................................£

£ s. a.
1,077 15 i
1,593 17 4
1,788 2 i
1,395 11 i
1,341 6 3
1,801 12 5
1,497 15 8

1 1,652 14 4
1 2,019 3 10

2,546 1 1
3,192 14 11
2,846 7 0
4,399 0 11
3,680 17 2
3,379 17 0
5,031 8 5
5,031 4 9
4,518 5 3
7,990 9 7

■ 0,458 19 5
5,656 19 3
2,804 16 7

| 5,220 1 9
: 2,267 10 1

79,192 17 3

533,939 10 10

454,746 13 7

Memo.—It is not possible to furnish information of expenditure on each wharf without very considerable labour. A 
return, however, has been prepared which shows approximately the salaries, &c., paid in administration of tho Sydney 
wharfs ; the sum, however, is exchnive of payments under the Public Works Department and interest on loan expenditure. 
1 may point out that the bulk of tie expenditure incurred for wharfs was out of loan moneys, hence the amount of interest 
owing by tliis service must be considerable, and instead of any net revenue, as mentioned in a letter of the Secretary of the 
Public Works Committee, dated 24th March, 1897, there must be a larger net expenditure.

Sir, The Treasury, New South Wales, Sydney, 5 May, 1897-
With reference to your letter of date 24th March last, I have now the honor to hand you, enclosed, a statement 

prepared by the Department of Public Works, showing the yearly expenditure under the Public Works Department upon 
Government wharfs in Sydney Hnibour from 1st January, 1874, to 30th December, 1896, exclusive of purchase of land.

I have, &c.,
F. KIRKPATRICK,

The Secretary, Royal Commission on City Railway Extension. Under Seci'etary for Finance and Trade.

Department of Public Works, Account Uraneh, 27 April, 1897. 
Return showing the Yearly Expenditure under the Public Works Department, upon Government Wharfs in Sydney 

Harbour from 1st January, 1874, to 30th December, 1896 (exclusive of purchase of land).

Year. Amount. | Year.
il

Amount.

1874.........................................................
£ s. d. 

2,146 3 7 
3,565 1 4 2 
1,528 9 2 i 
1,242 1 3 
2,818 14 1 
7,912 12 2 

23,822 9 3 
26,994 1 3 
23,245 13 6 

7,488 1 9 
10,693 5 2 
15,432 1 6

1886 ..........................................................
£ s. d. 

3,894 2 0 
5,749 16 1 

26,255 8 2 
37,084 1 6 
51,871 19 1 
23,591 5 3 
29,074 16 4 
6,949 3 2 

20,734 1 9 3 
45,422 18 1 
14,837 13 8

392,355 9 5*

1875 .......................................................... 1887 ..........................................................
1876 .................................... 1888 ............................................
1877 .......................................................... 18R9 ..................................r......................
1878 ...................................................... 189ft ......................................
1879 ......................................................... 1891 ........................................................
1880 .......................................................... 1892 ..........................................................
1881.......................................................... 1893 ..........................................................
1882 .......................................................... 1894 ..........................................................
1883 .......................................................... 1895 a,........................................................
1884 .......................................................... 1896 ..........................................................
1885 ..........................................................

Total ............................ £

196—y
Reducing the net revenue stated above to £62,391 4s. 2d,

I.
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I.
[2b Evidence of IF, Deane, Enijincer-in-Gldeffor Jiaihtay Gumlnichon.'',

Estimated Cost or Loot-iaxe Scheme.
Tiik followiiig arc tho jiatticulavs of the estimate for the alternate c schiane foi livinging all tvaflio, exceiit the Melbourne 
evprciaes and mail trains, into a station hetween Eli/jihoth and Castlrreagh streets, at or about the site of the HHi 
•School ;— ' 0

Lowering Devonshite-street
To Liverpool-street..........

Elizubeth-street ............
Station...........................
Signalling and lighting 
Sheller-slieds at Redfern 
Loop, Inner Domain .

Resumption

£71 d. 700

. £21,200 
. On,000 
. 70,000 
. 164,000 
. 14,000 
. 20,000 
, 7'2,500

4.-,0.700 
200,000

II.

Estiji \Ti:n Cos'r or Dcal Sciiemk.
T[!m following is an estimate of biinging the Suburban trallic into a station below ttlizabetli-street mul CaPtlerengh^tL-eot. 
and all long-dislancc tradic, inelmling expresses and mails, into the corner of Hyde Park’

Lowering Devonshiio-street ...............................................................................  £o] ^00
To Liverpool-street..................................................................................................... <)j’odo

Eliaihetli-street.................................................................................................. qpq
Station, High School site ................................................................................ SO,000
Signalling and lighting (say) ............................................................................ 12'000
Shelter-sheds at Redfem................................................................................... oq qqq

Resumption............................................................ .............................................
W idening for two lines........................................................................................... J22 000
Station work, Hyde Park....................................................................................... :lo!o00
Station, Hyde Park, with two storeys above gronnd-iloor..................................  122.000
Signalling and lighting (catva)............................................................................... 0,000

29S,200
200,000

----------- 202,000

fsr,0,200

12.
The St. .James' Road Stuiox.

The station at St. James’ Road can he oonstructad so that there will lie no interference with St James’ Road, St. James’ 
Oluii'ch, or the Registrar-General's oihees. Park-street may reguire to bo raised slightly, but not more than 2 or 3 feet, 
li anything. ° ^
„ .. ,lelel of lyik-stract, where the line passes under il, is 90-50, and the level of the rails at the same point is 

vinich is neatly the samu as Ehzaboth-street wheto Jlarket-street abuts, so that although the ground rises along 
St. James Road, it will be seen that the entrance to the station at that place will he ptactioally at the stieet level.

28th May. 1897. H. DKAKli,
Engiiieei'-in-Chief for Railway Construction.

Sir,

J.
Department of Taxation, Sydney, 25 May, 1897. 

Estimated Cost of Resumixc Cm- Proi'ertv foe Raiiavay PritrosEs,
...^:^eSJ1™I!???oU.’^-ha''’e ll.evotcfl aa mueh time as^possdile, also short a notice, to reviewing the figures supplied

by Mr. Perdriau to your Commission in connection with the City Railway Extension.
Regarding the^resumption of a strip of land 100 ft. wide from the present terminus to the Circular Quay, I am of

buildings required to be taken.
As to the resumption of a strip of land round the foreshores of Darling Harbour from Dawes Point to the present 

railway terminus I have perused the figures of Mr. Perdriau, amounting in all to £5,000,000 ; and, stupendous as they 
may seem, I {jucslion whether they are at all over-estimated.
+, „„ tax'ng unimproved value of this property has naturally given us a large insight into tho money sunk in 
these water-frontage properties, and when the disturbance to business is taken into account the figures are enormous.
_ „ /.wo claimants would have oases aggregating some £700,000, which they could possibly substantiate. In this
connection, 1 w*onld like to point out that the wharfs when resumed would not be of equal value to the State as to the 
individual ; as they are used as an adjunct to other businesses, and, worked conjointly with other branches of mercantile 
business, they have special values.

Should such a gigantic scheme as the resumption of the foreshores of Darling Harbour be earned into effect, such 
sums would be claimed, and possibly sustained as damages, as would prevent the wharfage, as a Crown asset, paving 
interest for many n long year to come. ° > r j e

t i / C w1*1 a St"p ’n extending from Redfern to the Quay, comprising an area of 20 acres,
could bo oblamed for un expenditure of £1.800,000 on the western side of the city. H 1 = ’

In the case of the North Sydney Railway to Milson’s Point, no claim was made for land through which the tunnel 
was constructed, except where the surface was prejudicially affected.

EDWARD J. SIEVERS,
'ri,„ o „ i -d i/-■ • • _ Government Land Valuer.J lie Secretary, Royal Lommission on City Railway Extension.

Sydney; William Applepite (inllick, Uovctnnicnl Prinler,—
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

RAILWAY FROM CONDOBOLIN TO EUABALONG.

REPORT.

The Pakliamevpahy Standing Committee on Public Works, appointed during 
the first Session of the present Pavlmmonf, under the Public Works Act of 
1888, 51 Yic. No. 37, the Public Works Ad Amendment Act of 1889, 52 Yic. 
No. 26, and the Public Works {Committees’ It enumeration) Act of 1889, 53 
Yic. No. 11, to whom was referred the duty of considering and reporting upon 
“the expediency of constructing a line of railway from Condobolin. to Euabalong,” 
have, after due inquiry, resolved that it is not expedient that the proposed 
railway he constructed, but they recommend, in connection with any proposal 
for a railway to Hillston, that a survey he made for a line from Koorawatha, 
with a view to its consideration in conjunction with existing surveys ; and, in 
accordance with the provision of sub-section (iv), of clause 13, of the Public 
Works Act, report their recommendation to the Legislative Assembly:—

General Statement.
1. The first action in connection with Ibis railway extension as a separate 

proposal, the Committee were informed by the Under Secretary for Public Works, 
“ was taken in April of this year, when the Railway Commissioners, in a letter to the 
Colonial Treasurer and Minister for Railways, pointed out that as the line to Condo
bolin was approaching completion, it was most desirable that an extension forward 
to Euabalong should be proceeded with without delay, as such a line would have a 
most important hearing upon securing to New South Wales the traffic of the centre 
of the Colony.” They, therefore, urged that a survey of this section should he 
completed, and an estimate for the construction of the line submitted, in order that 
the Government might consider the desirableness of carrying out the work.

This letter, forwarded to the Minister for Public Works with a strong endorse
ment of the Commissioners’ recommendation by the Colonial Treasurer, led to an 
estimate of cost being prepared, a survey having already been completed in connec
tion with the proposed line from Condobolin to Eroken llill; and, in accordance with 
the provisions of the Public Works Act, the Railway Commissioners were invited to 
submit their report on the proposal. This they did on 2 July last, and on 5 August, 
on the motion of the Minister for Public Works, the proposed extension was referred 
by the Legislative Assembly to tins Committee for consideration and report.

In their report, the Railway Commissioners, referring .to the route of the 
railway as one favourable for the purpose of opening up and securing the traffic 
of the centre of the Colony, point out that, in view of existing lines, it will, 
when the time arrives for such a further extension, form a direct line to Hillston ; 
and the Under Secretary for Public Works, in his statement to the Committee, 
speaking for the Minister for Public Works, mentioned the hearing which the 
question of railway connection with Hillston has upon the subject of the present 
inquiry, and explained the action taken in the past to give Hillston railway com
munication. This direct intimation, that, while the proposal referred to the 
Committee was a railway from Condobolin to Euabalong, the real objective point to

' which
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which it was intended the railway from Condobolin should be carried is Hillston, 
made railway communication with Hillston a question in the inquiry demanding full 
consideration before the proposal actually referred to the Committee could be 
properly decided.

In 1889, it was explained by the Under Secretary, a survey was made from 
Temora through Barmedman, to the Hillston district, Wyalong being at the time 
unknown as a gold-field.

In 1894 a route was surveyed from Barmedman via Wyalong and Cudgellico; 
and, during this survey, a line from Temora through Barmedman was permanently 
staked in anticipation of Parliamentary sanction. That line was referred to this 
Committee, who recommended that the matter should be postponed; and a second 
reference, with an amended estimate of cost, in 1895, resulted in the proposal being 
negatived. The following year the trial survey of a line from Condobolin to Broken 
Hill, passing 4 miles north of Buabalong, was made, and at the same time a line was 
explored from Condobolin to Cudgellico. Later a report was obtained on a line from 
Mossgiel to Hillston; and in 1897 an application was submitted to the Depart
ment of Public Works to have the Temora to Hillston line taken by Mandamah, a 
route which would leave out Barmedman and Wyalong.

In December, 1896, this Committee reported against a proposal to construct 
a railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill, but suggested, with regard to Hillston, 
that it might be reached from Cowra, or some point adjacent thereto, via Grenfell 
and Wyalong; and, in accordance with this, a trial survey was ordered from 
Koorawatha to Wyalong, which, after explanation and report, was begun, and is now 
well advanced.

The Committee were further informed by the Under Secretary that, when the 
line from Condobolin to Euabalong was first mooted, the Hillston Partners and 
Settlers’ Association forwarded to the Department of Public Works copies of 
resolutions protesting against the construction of the line, and advocating one from 
Wyalong to Hillston, as best serving the interests of the district.

Description op the Line.

2. The proposed line is 48 miles S chains in length, with a ruling grade of 1 in 
100, and the sharpest curve 20 chains radius. With the exception of a few slight 
rises and spurs, which have been avoided as much as possible, the lino may be 
regarded as a surface one. Commencing at 329 miles 62 nO chains from Sydney, it 
skirts <o the north the maximum flood area of the Lachlan Bivcr, hearing slightly 
northwards for that purpose as far as 355 miles. The Cugong Eange is crossed at 
359 miles, and the line then takes a course slightly to the south towards Euabalong, 
terminating at the Mount Hope Hoad, 377 miles 70-50 chains from Sydney.

Estimated Cost.

3. It is estimated that the line will cost BIOS,225, or £2,250 per mile.
Among the items of the estimate are earthworks, £7,994; timber bridge and

small timber openings, £2,591; level-crossings, cattle-stops, fencing, &c., £2,842; 
permanent-way material (60 lb. steel rails), £30,006; freight, £7,323 ; plate-laying, 
ballasting, and sleepers, £33,] 21; station works and buildings, £7,129 ; water 
supplies, £3,000; and mileage and gradient posts, telegraph, and miscellaneous, 
£2,193. Engineering and contingencies, estimated at 12^ per cent., amount to 
£12,024. J

Railway Commission eus’ Report.

4. The report of the Railway Commissioners estimates the annual expenses at 
£7,006, and the traffic at £3,726, which represents a yearly loss of £3,280.

The annual cost comprises interest on capital expenditure, at 3 per cent., 
£3,246, and cost of permanent way and traffic and locomotive expenses, £3,760. 
The traffic estimate is made up of live stock and goods, £2,560; passengers, £600; 
and mails, £576.

Remarking
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. Remarking upon the fact that the estimated traffic revenue barely covers the 
estimated working expenses, and that the balance, together with the interest on the 
capital cost of the line, will therefore form a charge against the general railway 
revenue, the Commissioners observe that ordinarily such a financial outlook would 
demand a report adverse to the construction of the line, but in this case there are, 
in. their opinion, special features which recommend tin; extension as one that should 
be carried out. " While the construction of the line,1’ they say, “ cannot be urged, 
as au extension which will be in itself remunerative, it will contribute new traffic 
to the main line, and is worthy of careful inquiry and consideration, as being a line 
wffiich will tap a portion of the Colony where the traffic is not at present directly 
rail-borne, and to an extent is commercially lost to the Colony.” *

The Evidence.
. 5. In addition to the Departmental evidence taken by the Committee
in the inquiry, a large amount of information was obtained by a Sectional Com- ,
mittee, who visited the district through which the line would go. They examined *
witnesses along the route, and then, bearing in mind that ITillston is the objective 
point in relation to the proposed extension, proceeded to Hillston via Cudgellico. 
From Hillston they returned to Sydney by way of Rankin’s Springs, Yalgogrin, 
Ungarie, Wyalong, Barmedman, Bimbi, Morangarell, and Grenfell, at each of"which 
places ■witnesses were heard in regard to railway communication with Hillston and 
the route likely to prove most beneficial to the districts concerned and to the railwav 
system generally. 1

_ Neither the evidence given before the Committee nor the result of the inves
tigation made by the Sectional Commitl.cc is favourable to an extension of the railway 
from Condobolin to Euabalong. Even the Railway Commissioners, as ascertained 
from their Secretary, do not support the line as strongly as the terms of their report 
would imply. Though, according to a rule they have laid down that whore a line 
pays working expenses, and is at the same time a feeder to the main railway system, 
its construction is worth considering, they think the proposal one that may with 
advantage be carried out; yet they say that the route of the line is not the only one 
to Hillston deserving consideration, and that it may not prove so beneficial as some 
other. The Railway Goods Superintendent, now Chief Traffic Manager, who for 
the information of the Commissioners examined the country and estimated the 
traffic likely to come to the line, does not consider that any extension from Condobolin 
westward and along the Lachlan will be profitable. The traffic, he states, will not 
pay interest on the capital cost and working expenses, and it may not even meet the 
latter. He is also doubtful of the extension being of any material advantage to the 
main lines, and, therefore, he is of opinion that its construction on that ground could 
not be justified. Other witnesses competent to express an opinion upon the pros
pects of the lino are equally unfavourable to its construction.

Country traversed bv the Railway.
6. From Condobolin to Cugong, a distance of 29 miles, the route of the 

proposed line traverses alienated and reserved land; and from that point to Euabalong, 
a distance of 19 miles, the land is in the Western Division and partially reserved. Much 
of that under pastoral lease will not be available for small settlement until the 
year 1900 or 1918. Of holdings under leasehold, the leases of which will expire 
between now and the year 1900, there are, in the Central Division, 122,030 acres 
and, of those in the Western Division, the leases of which will not expire until 1918, 
there arc 236,470 acres. There are also in this division, within the limit of the pro
posed railway’s influence, 142,180 acres held under occupation license, and 240,780 
acres untonanted, probably in consequence of scrub, rabbits, and low rainfall. In 
addition to these areas there are, within 20 miles on either side of the railway route, 
450,030 acres of alienated land, 190,500 acres held under settlement and improvement 
leases, and 173,270 acres of reserves.

Generally, the country within the area which would he influenced by the pro
posed railway is not suitable for agriculture. Much of it is inferior, and covered with 
great holts of malice. This malice country is not only waterless, hut, from the loose 
nature of the soil, ground tanks cannot lx; relied upon to furnish a permanent water

supply.
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supply. In the vicinity of Cugong there is a limited extent of good agricultural land, 
a portion of which is about to be cultivated in association with dairy farming; hut, 
apart from this, the land along the railway route is devoted to pastoral occupation, 
and that is not hi a flourishing condition, “ Droughts,” the Sectional Committee 
say in their report, “have been attended by such disastrous results, and the 
depredations of vermin have been so serious, that many holdings, which were at 
one time regarded as fair fattening country in average seasons, are now either 
abandoned or poorly stocked.” Between Euabalong and Hillston, via Lake 
Cudgellico, the land improves, and offers opportunities for settlement and cultivation; 
but it does not appear that extending the railway to Euabalong would bring about 
results of that kind in any material degree. Wheat, no doubt, would be grown 
within reach of the line, to the south and south-west of Euabalong, and as far as 
Cudgellico, but not in any appreciable quantity.

Traitic.
7. Agriculture is plainly not the source from which the proposed line may 

be made profitable ; and, with this important factor absent from its prospects, the 
railway cannot he regarded as one that would lead to any material increase of 
settlement and, consequently, to the development of the country through which it 
would pass. Most of the traffic expected by the Railway Goods Superintendent 
consists of wool, hides, and produce from, and return merchandise to, the pastoral 
holdings in the district. About 1,000 tons of wool are represented in the traffic 
estimate; hut 200 or 300 tons of this quantity, it is explained, would go to 
Condobolin whether'the railway were extended to Euabalong or not. Eat stock is 
an important item, set down in the estimate at £1,400; hut half of the stock so 
taken into account will reach Condobolin, it is said, irrespective of the extension 
to Euabalong. Goods, copper, <fec., arc estimated at £450, the copper being looked 
for from the mines around Mount Hope. The Sectional Committee ascertained 
that the copper mines in operation at Mount Dope arc the ISew Mount Hope and 
the Great Central mines, and were assured that the reduction of haulage charges 
would admit of the treatment of a vast quantity of ore which, under existing 
circumstances, is unpayable. The present output of the mines is despatched to 
Sydney, via Cobar, hut would he taken to a railway at a reasonable distance on 
either side of the Lachlan, if such a line were constructed. Passenger traffic is 
estimated at £600, which represents 2,000 passengers per annum, hut the estimate 
is described by the Goods Superintendent as in ere conjecture, and a most favourable 
one. As to the extent to which the main, lines maybe benefited by an extension 
of the railway to Euabalong it is impossible to sneak definitely or even approximately.

In the opinion of the Sectional Committee the carriage of fat stock, and 
passenger and mail receipts, must mainly be depended upon to meet the annual 
expense connected with the line, and they point out that the fluctuations of season 
are so great that no reliance could he placed upon traffic derived from the chief of 
these sources of revenue. Further, a portion of the earnings of the railway would 
probably he represented by leakage from the main lines and the Cohar branch.

Railway Extension to Hillston.
8. These unsatisfactory traffic prospects, which, it may be stated, were known 

to the Committee during their inquiry in 1896 respecting the proposal then before 
them for an extension of the railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill, of which the 
length from Condobolin to Euabalong was a section, make it necessary to look in 
some direction other than from Condobolin for a route to connect Hillston with the 
railway system of the Colony.

Hillston may he reached by various routes, of which the following have 
received some consideration:—

(1) Prom Condobolin, via Euabalong and Cudgellico.
(2) From Temora, via Barmedman and Wyalong.
(3) From Koorawatha, via Grenfell and Wyalong.
(4) From Young, via Grenfell and Wyalong.

The importance of Wyalong seems to justify its inclusion in any extension to 
Hillston. From 'femora to Wyalong a railway route has been surveyed ; and from 
Koorawatha, via Grenfell, to Wyalong a survey is in progress. For the purposes of 
railway construction the country between the main Southern Railwav and Wvalong

is
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is fairly well known, but tbe information available is not so complete in respect to 
that between Wyalong and Hillston. A survey from Temora through Barmedman 
to the Hillston district, in 1889, and another in 1S94<, from Barmedman to the 
same objective by way of Wyalong and Cudgellico, have made it known that 
a railway can be constructed to Hillston without much difficulty. The efforts 
of the Hallway Construction Department have been directed to the finding of 
a practicable route. A surveyor of that Department, at the instance of the Com
mittee, made an exploration between Wyalong and Hillston, via Yalgogrin and 
Bankin’s Springs, and his report will he found published with the evidence given 
before the Sectional Committee. Leaving Hillston, the route, as located, takes a 
course almost due east, passing to the south of the Lachlan Bunge, and along the 
stock route to Bankin’s Springs, and thence in a north-easterly direction to Malongla 
homestead, from which it proceeds to a point a mile to the north of the township of 
Yalgogrin, and in a direct line to Wyalong. A deviation could he made to serve 
the Lake Cudgellico district by bringing the railway to within a distance of 28 miles 
from tbe Lake township. This explored route is favourably viewed by the residents 
of Hillston, who regard it as centrally situated, and such as would serve both the 
agricultural and pastoral country to the north and the agricultural country to the 
south.

The route to Hillston, considered by the Committee to be the best, is from 
Koorawatha via Grenfell and Wyalong. In their report on the proposed railway 
from Condobolin to Broken Hill, a line to Hillston was recommended “ from Cowra 
or thereabouts via Grenfell and Wryalong.” In the present inquiry, the Committee 
have ascertained, more definitely than previously, the nature of the country between 
Koorawatha and Grenfell; and the evidence obtained indicates that, starting from 
Koorawatha, the country presents no difficulty from an engineering standpoint to 
railway construction. All along this tract of country population is increasing, and 
cultivation is progressing on large and small properties. On the former, the work 
is carried out on the halves or share-system, and up to the commencement of the 
recent hot weather the yield of wheat was very satisfactory. Much, more would he 
done if the district were given railway communication. At present, cultivation can 
be carried on profitably only within a certain distance of the existing railways, as 
outside that distance the cost of road-carriage is too high to permit of a profit to 
the cultivator. Beyond Grenfell the line, extending in a westerly direction through 
the Bland country, and thence proceeding via Wyalong to Hillston, would pass 
through a very large area of land suitable for wheat cultivation, hut at present over
grow]! with pine scrub and infested by rabbits and wild dogs. A cheap means of 
conveying produce to market, snob as a railway should afford, would lead to extensive 
agricultural settlement in these parts of the Colony, and consequently to the reclama
tion of districts which are now waste land. Such a route as this for a railway, 
would also fairly divide the country lying between the Parkes to Condobolin line 
and the South-western Bailway to Hay.

At Hillston the railway would reach the area within which the Victorian 
differential rates for wool traffic prevail, with the result that much of the wool that 
now goes from the district to Melbourne would be secured for Sydney. ‘' It is estimated, 
on the basis of present stocking,” the Sectional Committee say in their report, “ that 
there would he 2,000 tons of wool contributed to a railway at Hillston, and that the 
annual output of fat stock would be 100,000. Wheat would be grown extensively, 
and would contribute to tbe traffic. In the Hillston district, at the present time, 
there are about 10,000 acres under crop, the average yield being 14 bushels to the 
acre with an average rainfall of 17 inches.”

Besouhtion or the Committee.

9. Prom the nature of the evidence in the present inquiry, and from the infor
mation obtained in their inquiry of 1896, the Committee do not consider it expedient 
that the proposed extension from Condobolin to Buabalong should ho carried out. 
As pointed out in the report of the Sectional Committee, the new traffic likely to he 
secured to the line may be gauged by the inferior country traversed, the circum
stance that much of the land in the district will not be available for small settlement 
until after tbe expiration of twenty-one years, and tbe conditions of climate in the 
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locality. In the opinion of the Committee, the railway from Parkes to Condobolin 
should not, for the present, be extended beyond its present terminus; and with 
regard to Hillston, they recommend a surrey for a line from Koorawatha. Their 
decision is expressed in the following resolution :—

“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is not expedient the proposed Railway from 
Condobolin to Buabalong, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be carried 
ont; but they recommend, in connection with any proposal for a railway towards Hillston, that a 
surrey be made for a line from Koorawatha with a view to its consideration in conjunction with 
existing surveys.”

THOS. EWING,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
Sydney, 7th December, 1897.
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Esq.
The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Condobolin

to Euabalong.
Robert R. P. Hickson, Under Secretary and Commissioner for Roads, Deparment of Public "Works,

sworn, and examined
1. Chairman.'] Ton hawe a statement to make to the Committee in reference to the works now under B. R, p. 
our consideration ? Ves; it is as follows:— Hickson.

Extension of the Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.
The first action in connection with this extension as a separate proposal was taken in April of this year, when the Railwav 
Commissioners, in a letter to the Colonial Treasurer and Minister for Railways, pointed out that us tiro line to Condobolin 
was approaching completion, it was most desirable that an extension forward to Euabalong should be proceeded with 
without delay, as such a line would have a most important bearing upon the securing to Row South Wales the traffic of 
the centre of the Colony. The Commissioners, therefore, urged that the survey of this section be completed, and an esti
mate for its construction submitted, so that the Government could consider^he desirability of carrying out the rvork.

_ Tlic Colonial Treasurer, when forwarding this letter to the Minister for Works, mimited I strongly endorse 
this recommendation.” &

Mr. 1’oung thereupon issued instructions for an estimate to he prepared, the survey having already been completed 
in connection with the proposed line from Condobolin to Broken Hill, and this was submitted by the Engineer-in-Chief for 
Railway Construction on the 26th June.

, ln accordance with the provisions of the Public Works Act, the Railway Commissioners were then asked to submit 
their report on the proposal, which they did on 2nd July, in the following terms : —

31 Aug., 1S97.

Length—4S miles S chains.
Cost of Construction—

The Engineer-in-Chief for Construction estimates the cost of construction of a light railway 
line (exclusive of land and compensation) at...... ................................................................

Annual Cost—
Capital expenditure at 3 per cent. ........................... .................................................... £3,246
Cost of maintaining permanent-way, and traffic and locomotive expenses .......... 3,760

£108,225

Total annual cost .............................................. £7.006
Traflc Estimate- '

Livestock and Goods..................................................................................................... £2 550
Passengers ....................................................................................................................... gpG
Mails .....................................................................................................576

Total estimated traffic...................................... £3,726
It will be observed that the estimated traffic revenue barely covers the estimated working expenses; the small 

balance, together with the interest on the capital cost of the lino will therefore form a charge against the general railway 
revenue. Ordinarily, such a financial outlook would demand a report adverse to the construction of the line; but there 
are special features in this ease. A glance at a map of the railway system of the Colony will at once indicate the favourable 
position of the route for the purpose of opening up and securing the traffic of the centre of the Colony; ami it will, in view 
of existing lines, form a direct line to Hillston, when the time arrives for such an extension.

While the construction of the line cannot be urged as an extension which will be in itself remunerative, it will con
tribute new traffic to the main line, and is worthy of careful inquiry and consideration, as being a line which will tap a 
portion of the Colony where the traffic is not at present directly rail-borne, and to an extent is, commercially, lost to the 
Colony. .—j-j- - _

(Signed) CHARLES’CLIVER'""
WM. M. FEHON.

The estimated cost of the Condobolin to Euabalong line is £108,225, or £2,250 per mile, exclusive of land and 
compensation. it
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R. R. 1. It is an extension westward of the Parkes to Condobolin railway now under construction, and begins at 329 miles
Hickson. 62‘50 chains from Sydney and skirts to the north, the maximum flood area of the Lachlan River bearing slightly northwards 

— ■' for that purpose up to 355 miles. The Cugong Range is crossed at 359 miles, when the line takes a slightly southerly course 
31 Aug., 1897. towards Euabalong, terminating at tlie Mount Hope road at 377 miles 70'n0 chains. The country is flat almost throughout, 

nothing steeper than 1 in 100 grades being used. _
On the 5th instant, on the motion of Mr. Young, the House referred the proposal to tbe Parliamentary Standing 

Committee on Public Works, for their consideration and report.
As bearing somewhat on this inquiry, I find that in 1889 a survey was made from Temora through Barmedman to 

Hillston direct, Wyalong being then unknown as a gold-field.
Subsequently, in 1893 a surveyor went over the line with the view of suggesting deviations for improvements. 

These are on record but were not surveyed.
i In 1894, supported by a report from Mr. McKinney and recommended by the Engineer-in-Chicf in preference to the 

direct route, a survey from Barmedman rid Wyalong and Cudgellico to Hillston was made, but not estimated, the plans 
being still incomplete.

Luring tins survey a line from Temora through Barmedman to Wyalong was permanently staked, m anticipation of 
Parliamentary sanction, estimate £104.430. The Public Works Committee, however, to whom it wusreferred, recommended 
postponement in May, 1S94, having in view, no doubt, the Railway Commissioners’ report to that effect—subsequently an 
amended estimate was submitted by Engineer-in-Chief amounting to £92,000 in 95|487. The Roads Branch strongly 
recommended a light railway, but the Railway Commissioners remained hostile, 9511,185-387, and a second reference to 
tiie Committee resulted in its rejection, 27th June, 1S93.

The Condobolin to Broken Hill trial survey, which passed 4 miles north of Euabalong, was made in 1806, and Mr, 
Stuart, at the same time, explored a Hue from Condobolin to Cudgellico, south of the Lachlan, report (with rough estimate 
of £130,688, or £2.253 per mile) dated Uth August, 1S96. and Mr. Gumming reported, 14th September, 1S9G, on aline 
from Mossgiel to Hillston, which lengths, with the western portion Cudgellico to Hillston of the survey of 1894, formed a 
deviation, ria Cudgellico and Hillston, of the Broken Hill lino.

There was also an application, in April, 1897, to take the Temora-Hillstou line via Mandamah, which would leave 
out Barmedman and Wyalong. After this rejection of the Broken Hill line in December, 189C, and at the initiative of the 
Public Works Committee, who suggested that Hillston might he reached from or near Cowra, inn C renfull and Wyalong, a trial 
survey was ordered from Koorawatha to Wyalong, which, after exploration and report, was begun and is now well advanced.

It might be pointed out that u hen this line was first mooted, Mr. Carroll, M.P., forwarded a letter from the Hillston 
Farmers' and Settlers’ Association covering copies of resolutions protesting against the construction of the line from 
Condobolin to Euabalong, and advocating one from Wyalong-Hillston as serving the best interests.
2. Have you any other information to give ns ? Kg.
3. Xou have no knowledge of the country ? No. _

Mr. Fegan.'] Is the lino now proposed part of the proposed line from Condobolin to Broken Hill ? The 
Condobolin to Broken Hill line passed 4 miles north of Buabalong. _
5. Mr. Trickett.~\ Can you tell ns why the proposed line from Condobolin vid Lake Cudgellico to Hillston, 
on the south side of tbe Lachlan, has been abandoned? No.
6. You have not been consulted upon the policy of the alteration of the route ? No,

Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,
sworn, and examined :—

H. Deane. 7. Chairman."] Have you a statement to make ? I have hero tbe usual detailed estimate of cost. I will 
-■A~—read it to the Committee.

:S1 Aug., 1897. Condobolin to Euabaloxc.
Estimated cost of a single line of railway 48 miles 8 chains in length, with 60-lb. steel rails. Ruling grade, 1 in 100.

Sharpest curve, 20 chains radius.

Description, Estimated Cost
Average 

Coet 
per mile.

£ s. d. £
7,994 0 0 166

Timber bridge and small T. O’s.............................................................................................................. 2,501 13 G 54
Level crossings, cattle stops, fencing, Ac..............................................................................-............... 2,842 0 0 59

30,006 0 6 624
Freight ....................................................................................................................... .................... 7,323 0 0 152
Platelaying at Is., — £4,232 1 6s........................................................................................................  I
Ballasting one-quarter at 3s. 6d., = £3,703 14s............................................................................... r 33,121 11 6 689
Sleepers at 4s. 3d., =£25,185 Is. Gel..........  ................................... . ...... ..................... -J

3,284 0 0 68
Station buildings, passenger station, £300 ; waiting-sheds, £200; passenger platform, £300 ; 

goods-sbed and platform, £400 ; station-master’s cottage, £225; loading banks, £350; 
Grain-shed, £250; carriage-shed, £200 ; engine-shed, £500 ; 5-ton crane, £220; 20-ton 
weighbridge, £300 ; stock-yards, £400 ; turn-table re-erected, £200 ..........:....................... 3,845 0 0 80

3,000 0 0 
721 10 0

62
15

721 10 0 15
750 0 0 16

Engineering and contingencies, 12$ per cent., nearly ........................................................................
96,200 5 6 
12,024 14 6 250

£108,225 0 0

£2,250 0 0

8. Mr. Wright.] That covers the cost of everything except land, I suppose ? 1 es. Nearly all the land
is Crown land. t
9. Chairman] The proposed line apparently passes some miles to the north of Buabalong ? Yes, about
5 miles to tbe north of Euabalong, Tbe country near Euabalong is subject to Hoods, _ _
10. Have you been over this country ? I have been to Euabalong, and I have studied the various points
along the route where there is anything special to note. _ _
11. It would not be possible to have a line with fewer engineering difficulties—that is, so long as jou 
keep off the flooded country ? There are a few slight rises and spurs, which, however, have been avoided 
as much as possible, so as to make the line as nearly as possible a surface one.

12.
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12. Mr. Hoskins.] ITave you had a survey made of the hue from Condobolin to Ilillston P Xo ; there 
has been an evp]oration from Condobolin to Cudgellico on the south side of the river, and a survbv from Cudgellico to Hillston. -
Id. How long is it since you were ashed to survey a line to Euabalong without going on to Hillston ? 
ihe line betoro the Committee was surveyed last year. It is part of the proposed Broken Hill line.
14. W as it not suggested to take the Broken Hill line through Hillston? Ho; that line was to have gone north of tho river.
15. "Would not a line to Hillston, on the south side of tho river, accommodate a larger area of settled 
country than a line to Euabalong? An examination of the country on the south side of the river was 
made at the request of the hon. member for the Lachlan, Mr. Carroll. I think one of ihe reasons given 
■why that examination should be made was that the country on the south side of the river was more avail
able tor settlement, being situated in the Central Division; whereas the land on the north side of the river 
was largely m the Western Division.
16. Would not a line from Condobolin to Hillston attract more of the traffic which now goes to Hay and 
then down to the Murrumbidgee to Ecbtica than a line from Condobolin to Euabalong would attract? 
In one way it would, because it would have its terminus much further west.
1/. Is there not a good deal of settlement round about Hillston ? I have not been to Hillston.
lb. Jlfr. Roberts.] Are the Committee to understand that the proposed route is that approved of by the
Jtailway Commissioners for an extension to Hillston ? Yes.
19. Would not a line from "Wyalong to Hillston serve a larger number of people? I am not prepared to 
answer that question A line through Hillston "Wyalong would certainly pass through a good deal 
of country which is already settled, and where a considerable amount of grain is grown.

u f8^ that the population of Wyalong still continues to be about 5,000? T do not know what the population of Wyalong is.
21. Can you say whether it has increased or decreased since the Committee inquired into the proposal 
to extend the railway there from Temora ? No ; I cannot sav.
22. The average cost per mile of the proposed line is estimated 'at £2,250. AYas not the line from "Berrien 
to Hun-ay Hut constructed for £2,000 a mile ? £2,000 a mile was the estimated cost of that line
I! \V by should the line now under our consideration cost more ? You will see by looking at the map 
that it is necessary to go round in places to avoid flooded country and the spurs of the hills. About 
hallway between Condobonn and Euabalong you have to cress tbe Cugong Range. Although as a whole 
tiie country is fairly level there, it is not so favourable for railway construction as the country between Berngan and Murray Hut. ‘ J

21. For earthworks you put down £106 per mile ? Yes ; that is £16 per mile more than J allowed for 
the Berngan Imc. 1 put down £15 a mile more for timber bridges than I put down for the Berrigan line. 
4 e PrmciPal difference is m regard to the cost of the permanent way. It was suggested to me that the 
Berngan to Euilcy line should be made as cheaply as possible, and there I allowed for one-sixth of 
ballasting at 3s. Here 1 have allowed for one-fourth at 3s. Gd. That makes a considerable difference in the estimate.
25. Is not the Berngan to Finley line the cheapest line in the Colonv ? It will be. The Jerilderie to Berngan line has turned out very well.
26. AVhat will it cost per mile ? It will cost a little over £2 000 a mile
27. Where will you get your sleepers? I do not know. We shall have to go some distance for them. 
Wo have had to pay the contractor 3s. Gd. or 3s. 8d. for sleepers for the line from Bogan Gate to Condo
bolin. He complains that the country is becoming cleared of timber suitable for sleepers, Tbe forests out there are or a very poor character.
oo 4°TiimeS ^°U gCt 8le,ePers for as 2s. Gd. ? I have got them for less than 2s. Gd. at Narrabri
29. Will tiie extra cost of the sleepers be gamed by the Raihvry Department in freight? Hot entirely
30. !s it proposed to make the passenger and general station accommodation as cheap as that recom
mended tor the other light lines which have recently been approved of by the Committee15 Yes - all 
the accommodation will be of a cheap class. 1

3K4S e1*0 ,C0,untlL Jetff®en Condobolin and Euabalong subject to floods ? The surveyed line keeps clear 
of the flooded country; but the flood waters of the Lachlan spread out to the north a considerable distance. 
The channel of the river becomes very small as you go down it, and it is not capable of containing the water that comes down in flood time. - b
32. I seo that you allow 12| per cent, for engineering and contingencies;—is not that more than the usual 
Sough00 r Latter 7 1 haVe flelleraHy put down 12i per cent. "I found that 10 per cent, was scarcely
33. Do you regard the figures which you have furnished as thoroughly reliable ? Yes. I do not always 
checkj.be calculations, but I fix the prices upon which they are based.
34. AVhat weight of rails will yon use ? Sixty-lb. rails.
35. AV ere GO-lffi rails used on the Narrabri to Morec lino ? Yes.
36. Since that line was made there has been a heavy rainfall in tiie district;—has anything taken place in 
consequence of that rainfall which has altered your opinion as to the desirability of constructing these 
light lines? Iso. I am thoroughly satisfied with the Narrabri to Morce line, though a great deal of 
damage was done to it by the late rains.
3/. AVhat was the nature of the damage done to the line ? The country through which it passes is 
country with which it is very difficult to deal. If a light line of railway answers in that country, it must 
answer m country not liable to the same contingencies. The country between Narrabri and Moree is on 
the whole,_ very flat. In flood time the creeks overflow, and the water spreads over the surface of tho land 
m every direction tor miles You cannot tell then where it is going to flow. In several eases, when we 
expected it to flovy in one direction and only in that direction, it flowed in another direction altogether, 
ihe damage done to the line was of two kinds. Damage was done to the approaches to bridges and 
culver s which had not been protected. In the future these approaches will he protected by sheeting, so 
that the liability to damage mil cease. The waterways provided on the Moroc line seemed to he large 
enough to carry the water coming down the water-courses j but when the water spread all over the 
country it ran oyer the line wherever there was any depression, and scoured away the ballast underneath 
the sleepers on the lower side, necessitating repairs before the line was safe for traffic again'.

H. Beane. 

31 Aug., 1897.
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H. Deane, gg IIoW long was traffic interrupted ? Tor three days. The cost of tho labour employed to put it
together with the value of the services of the engines used, must have been about £100. In view of tbe 

31 Aug., 1897. £acj. £jje -waterways were not sufficient, I have arranged for a number of extra waterways to be put 
in. This work will cost about £4,000 ; but I think it will make the line safe against all contingencies m 
the future. Of course you cannot be absolutely certain that nothing jvill happen to a line, because you 
sometimes have washaways ou lines that have been twenty or thirty years in existence; but we shall be 
fairly well provided against tbe chances of damage by excessive rainfall, Where the water did not go 
over the line the permanent way was in excellent condition. In spite of the heavy rains and the two or 
three days’ soakage, the embankments had not become unreasonably soft The line had not gone down 
and become lumpy, as one might have expected, and as many people said it would. _Tbc rails presented 
an excellent surface, showing, 1 think, that the construction is eminently suitable, Tjiiless \ye have again 
to cross similar blacksoil country at right angles to tbe creeks, we shall not have anything like the same 
difficulty in the future. It is the fact that tbe Moree line runs at right angles to the creeks that has 
caused all the damage. .
119. It is a fair tiling to say that these light lines have up to tbe present been a success, and have answered 
your expectations ? Tes.
-10. What is the ruling grade in tbe proposed line ? 1 in 100.^ _
41. Is that in both directions ? Yes; it is just as easy to get it going one way as the other.
42. Will the ballasting be heavier than you have ou other pioneer linos ? 1 will only ballast where I
think tbe line wants it. . T
43. Can you say bow many miles of line will be ballasted? The station yards will be ballasted, and 1
will put ballast where there are soft cuttings and low places, as well as at tbe ends of the bridges. I have 
allowed for the ballasting of one-fourth of tbe whole distance, but I do not think that anything like so 
much as that will be required. i c
44. How many sleepers do you propose to put down to the mile ? I will put doan tbe same number ot 
sleepers as J am putting down on the Parkes to Condobolin line—fourteen to tbe 10-yard rail.
4o. Is that the number put down on tbe line from .Terilderio to Berrigan ? Tes. .... .
40. You see no necessity to put the sleepers more closely together? No, I do not think it is necessary. 
The ground is pretty firm all the way along. _
47. J/r. JTVi'y/if.] When you were being examined before this Committee, in reference to tbe proposal to 
extend tbe railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill, you said, ‘‘ A deviation of the route between Con- 
dobolin and Mossgiel has been proposed which is strongly recommended to the consideration of the Com- 
mirfee—that is, one crossing the river a little below Condobolin, and proceeding along the Southern ime 
of the river to Cudgellico, where it would meet the survey already made between Cudgellico and Hillston.
I would like to know what you have to say about that deviation now ? At that time I recommended the 
deviation for consideration.
48. You give the following reasons why the deviation should be adopted:—

This route has many advantages over the northern one on tiie other side of the river. Hie country on the southern 
side of tiie Lachlan lies wholly within tiie Central Division, whereas the greater part o£ that on tiie northern side lies in 
the AV estern Division, and is consequently not so well adapted for settlement. It also does away with the necessity of a 
branch line to Hillston from the northern route.
Yet tbe Railway Commissioners recommend a line from Condobolin passing through Euabalong as the 
most direct route to Hillston ? All I said while under examination before was, that the southern route 
had many advantages. The advantage of avoiding a branch line to Hillston docs not exist now, however, 
because the proposed line is put forward as part of an extension to Ilillston direct.
49. You speak of the deviation as one that is “ strongly recommended ” ? It was recommended for con
sideration. The Minister and the Commissioners have now decided to recommend tho route before the
Committee. _ ■ t « j u- o m. •50. What was your impression of the country between Condobolin and Lake Cudgellico . There is some
very good country there; but the western end of it is infested with rabbits.
51. " Is not that country better than the country on the north side of the river ? I think that tbe country 
that the proposed line goes through is better than the country on the south side of the river, lart of the 
country that would be traversed by a line crossing the river at Condobolin would not be so good.
52. You would have to go through the Bundoo Hills ? Yes, This is what Mr. Stuart, one of my 
engineers, who went over the line, says about the matter:—

Most of the country passed through, excepting the ridges, is of comparatively good quality, all fine sandy loam, 
suitable for agricultural purposes. It is, however, for tho most part covered with box. pine, and malice scrub, the greater 
part of the settlement, after passing AVallaroi Creek, being to the southern side of the proposed hue, and scarcely any 
between it and the liver.
53. You are aware that there is considerable agricultural settlement round Lake Cudgellico ? I do not
know that there is considerable agricultural settlement. There is some agricultural settlement there. I 
suppose it is increasing. _
54. There is a good deal more as you get nearer to Hillston? I have not been to Hillston.
55. Have you any description of the country north of tbe river ? No ; but I know the route that the line
follows on the north side of tbe river. . ,
56. What do you find the country like on the north side—C miles back from the river? It is very good 
country, except on the ridges ; red sand and red soil country.
57. Covered with a dense pine scrub ? There is a good deal of scrub.
58. It is scrub country on both sides of tbe river ? Yes ; no doubt. _ ^
59. Bo you think that the country on the north side of the Lachlan is likely to be taken up for 
agriculture ? Perhaps for a few miles ; but as you proceed you reach the limits of agricultural country. 
69. However, you do not deal with the commercial aspect of these questions at all ? No.
61. Bo you think it would be more difficult to cross the river at Condobolin than to continue on by the 
proposed route? No.
62. Tbe cost would be about the same? Yes.
63. You must, in any ease, cross the river to reach Hillston? Yes.
64. A line via Cudgellico would be shorter than a line via Euabalong ? It looks shorter on the map.
65. So far as one can judge the most direct way of reaching Hillston is through Cudgellico ? I think 
there would be a saving of a few miles by adopting that route.
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6G. Mr. HassuZZ.] The proposed line forms part of a contemplated extension to Ilillston? I think the. H. Deane. 
?l1JcuI,ls^ajU"'es U11der which the line has been submitted are explained in Mr. Hickson’s statement. 
bt. Has any consideration been given to an extension from Temora to Hillston ? lSTo. We have made31 Al!S'>181)7 
surveys between Temora and Hillston.
68. Of your own knowledge, do you know which would be the preferable route ? If you wanted to get 
to liuabalong or to Hillston with the least possible expense the proposed route is the best route, because it involves least construction.
69. In extending the Hue from Condobolin, if you brought it on tbe south side of the river, it would not
much matter how near to the town of Condobolin you crossed ? I do not think it would matter much 
where we crossed. The Lachlan does not collect water from any important tributaries : in fact, its volume rather diminishes as you go down.
70. C/iairmow.] "Will you furnish the Committee with estimates of tho cost of a line from Temora to 
.Barmedman, of a line from Temora to 'Wyalong, of a lino from Barmedman to Hillston, of a line from 
Wyalong to Labe Cudgellico, of a line from Lake Cudgellico to Hillston, of a line from Lake Cudgellico 
to ( ondobolm, of a line from Wyalong to Grenfell, and of a line from Grenfell to Koorawatha? Tes ; I 
will do so. [ride Appendix.']

il. M ill you also let us know the distance to Hillston from Orange, passing through Molong, Parkes, and 
Jiunhalongthe distance from Blarney, passing through 'Wyalong; and the distance from Sydney, passing 
through J emora by both the southern and western lines;—w’hat the Committee want to ascertain is 
which is the best way of approaching Hillston, having regard to shortness of route, easiness of grade, and 
the yolue lor agricultural and pastoral purposes of the country traversed ? I will endeavour to procure 
the information you desire. [Vide, Appendix^ ‘
f-o' n/7- ■^° you intend to fence the proposed Hue ? No ; not right through.
;3. Bo accidents have happened upon the unfenced lines which you have constructed which make it 
necessary to fence these railways in the future ? No. *

■ WEDNESDAY, 1 SEPTEMBER,!^.

JJrmitt:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Ciiaihmas).
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Ihe Hon.'William Joseph Trickett. George Black, Esq.
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The Committee further considered tho proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.
Hugh McLachlan, Secretary to the Railway Commissioners, sworn, and examined:— -

/4. Mr Tloshns.] Have you come here to make any statement to the Committee in respect to the ir 
proposal to make a railway from Condobolin to Euabalong ? No, I understood that the Commissioners, McLackm. 
statement bad been presented to the Committee.
75. That statement shows that there will be a probable loss of £3,0C0 a year in the working of thel Srpt.. 1S97. proposed railway ? Yes. •' b '
76 Can you give us any reason from what you have heard why the Commissioners suggest tiie construction 
ott.lie proposed railway, seeing that it is estimated that there will be a considerable loss in tbe working of 
^ "rst T , e ll: b® noticed that the loss will be practically in interest, that is to say, the
trattic wilt cover the working expenses. Consequently you have to make up the interest, and the 
Commissioners always think it worthy of consideration that the construction of a line may be entertained 
where there is a prospect of it paying working expenses, and a prospect of the main line, or the parent 
system, reaping some advantage from the extension. Not only that; in this case they look upon the line 
as being one that will help to bring traffic to the lines which we have hitherto lost. At the same time 
say— n0t m!lte 4117 Bl'r°ng recommell<iation in favour of the line. In their concluding remarks they

linc,c:,lnllot ,,rB®d as an extension which will be in itself remunerative, it will com 
n nite new tralhc to the main hue, and is worthy of careful inquiry ami consideration, as being a line that will tap a

colony'°f 1 ̂  0'>1°Iiy W terC ^ trttaC 18 notatPrcscnt directly rail-borne, and to an extent is commercially lost to the

!?■ ^1G Commissioners any estimate of the probahle traffic which this line will divert to the main
lino ? lea. Mr. Harper already has made an estimate. I have not gone into Ihe details, as I under
stand that he is coming here, and will himself go into details.
/8. Is it considered that the extension of this western railway to Euabalong will tend to attract traffic 
especially wool and stores, which now cross from Willandra over to Hay, and are taken down the Murrum
bidgee River to Echuca ? Tes. "
79. Do the Commissioners know whether they can carry wool as cheaply from Euabalong as it could be 
carried by team from \\ illandra down to Hay, then via the Murrumbidgee and Echuca to Melbourne ? 
ies they think they can gain a new traffic, which at present goes by road to Hay, and down the river to Melbourne.
80. Mainly station traffic? Wool and return goods. ,
oo mLU?^0Se ^ ■HarPer 11)18 travelled over this district, and is well acquainted with it ? Tes.
82. The Commissioners recommend this line to be what is termed a pioneer line—a cheaply constructed light line of railway ? Tes.
83. Can you saywhether the traffic which has been taken over the Parkes to Condobolin line has been 
satisfactory ? We have only a short section open—22 miles. It is not open to Condobolin yet, only to
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84. Has tint been satisfactory ? The Commissioners have not any definite information upon it at present 
MoLacUan. ]iaTe not had a wool season since the line was opened. _ _

^ IKJ,’ce ^ie return furnished by the 11 ail way Commissioners in their annual report that the loss 
PI) ’ on the Molong to Eorbes and Parkes railway, over and above working espenses, is very small—some 

£2,000 or £3,000 a year ? Tes ; the traffic on that line has been very satisfactory, _
80. A good deal of the traffic taken from Hillston is taken by road, or by the existing railway to Bogan 
Gate ? At the present time it goes via Hay. _

. 87. We have no means of ascertaining the traffic in the "Willandra district, but is there much loading to-
Parkes and Forbes and the lower Lachlan ? Hot a great deal, I think, at present. _ ■
88. The loss on tho Parkes and Condobolin railway is about £2,000 a year? Tes, estimated.
80. Do the Commissioners estimate that there would be additional loss on the construction of the Con
dobolin to Euabalong line over and above the loss on tho Parkes and Condobolin line ? Tes. This is in 
addition to the Parkes and Condobolin line. _ _
90. It is estimated that there null be a loss of £4,000 a year as between the receipts and working expenses 
and interest on the line from Parkes to Euabalong ? Tes, considering that section by itself. That docs 
not give any credit for tbe new traffic brought to the parent system.
91. Ton anticipate that the proposed Condobolin and Euabalong line will act as a feeder to the Parkes
and Condobolin line ? Tes. ,
92. JIM Humphery.~\ ^bout how many bales of wool do you expect to get should the extension be made
from Condobolin to Euabalong ? Mr. Harper’s estimate is 1,000 tons. _
93. Is that traffic additional to the traffic that will be secured by the extension to Condobolin? Some of 
it would be. 1 have not got the details. Itoughly, we expect to get 1,000 tons of wool carried on tho

’ extension, and a good deal of that would he new traffic. _ _
94. Can you say how much of the country north of Hay would probably be served by this extension ?
There would be very little immediately north of Hay. The country north of Hillston would be served 
by it. ....95. Upon the subject of rates, have you any information to give to the Committee ? The Commissioners- 
have not considered the question of rates, because Hillston bas been looked upon as the objective^ point, 
and the rates would depend upon various circumstances. Ho definite arrangement lias been considered. 
A great deal would depend upon what the charges would be by river and rail on tbe other side added 
to the cartage to Hay and whatever railway station is established in the district.
96. Has the estimate of the earnings been based upon the competitive rates ? What has been allowed
for 1,000 tons has been l^d. per ton per mile. _ _ ... ..... n.
97. Is that the lowest rale for which you are now carrying in competition with the "Victorian lines. Cir
cumstances alter rates a good deal. Thar is a low rate for wool. _ _
98. In your opinion, is that rate sufficiently low to secure the whole of the wool that you estimate will 
come by this proposed extension ? Mr, Harper thinks we shall get 1,000 tons at that rate.
99. Mr. Hoskins^] Ton do not estimate these rates to be cutting rates, the rates charged for long 
distances ? Tes. The rate would be higher than the rate from Hay to Sydney ; but it is difficult to go 
into the question of rates on account of so many varying circumstances.
100. Mr. Humphery] What would he the value of that 1,000 tons of traffic over the branch and main
lines to Sydney ? Jt would he worth about £3,000 right through. It would he worth about £300 to this 
particular branch, . . . -,
101. What would he a fair proportion to estimate as the profit ? Taking it roughly at 50 per cent, that
would be £1,800. '
102. Have you included that £1,800 in the estimated earnings? Ho. Although there is a directness 
on the branch, if you could give credit to the parent system for the traffic, it would make a consider
able difference; and the Commissioners have laid it down as a rule, that where a line pays working 
expenses and is a feeder to the main system, then under certain circumstances tho branch is worthy of 
consideration, although it may not pay the interest on the cost of construction.
103. Are tho Committee to understand, that although there would be an estimated loss of between £3,000
and £1,000, that loss might be regarded as likely to he reduced by £1,800, or £2,000 additional profit, 
that will be earned by the mam line and the branch to Condobolin, by reason of tbe extension to Euaba
long ? To a considerable extent. I could not say exactly what proportion would be new traffic of that
1,000 tons. . .
101. Without fixing the amount you are prepared to say that there would be a very large additional profit 
on the main line by this extension ? Yes. _ .
105. Do you know whether the Kailway Commissioners are of opinion that there should be any extension 
beyond Euabalong ? Their idea was to get to Ilillston. That is the point they have been looking 
forward to. They look upon Hillston as the objective point to get to.

, 106. At present the intention is to make Euabalong tbe terminus ? Yes. _ . _
107. Do vou propose in the immediate future to recommend a further extension? That is a matter for
the Government. The Commissioners do not recommend lines; but I think you will find that their report 
indicates that they look upon this as part of an extension forward. _
108. Have you considered whether the proposed extension from Condobolin to Euabalong would be more
profitable than an extension on the south side of tbe Lachlan ? .Asa rule the Commissioners do not go 
into routes in tbe same district; the line is surveyed and laid out by the engineers, and the Commis
sioners do not report in regard to a route on one side of tbe river as against one on tbe other. _
109. Are the Commissioners not prepared to express an opinion whether it would be better to have a line
for traffic purposes on the south side of the Lachlan ? I do not think they are. It bas not been referred 
to them, and they have never expressed an opinion in regard to it. _
HO. l'suppose Mr. Harper will be able to give a comparison of the traffic that probably will be secured 
by the construction of the line as proposed, instead of the line on the south side of the Lachlan ? He 
has been in the district, and he will be able to give tbe Committee any information. _ _
111.. Do you estimate at present that there is a substantial profit on the carriage of wool at existing rates 
from that district? Tes. _
112. Mr. Hoskins.'] You have reduced the wool rates lately, hayo .you not? Tes, but it does not so 
much affect the long distances. Some of the competitive rates were not touched.

113.
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113. Mr. Bumphery.'] Is there a prospect of much stock coming by this route ? Xcs, it is estimated that H.
■we shall get some tat stock from that district. At the present time a man with a small lot of stock could McLacklsa. 
not afford to send to the railway station the distance that lie has to go to-day, but if a line is put into the 1
district we think that it would encourage the development of tho stock traffic. Mr. Harper has estimated 1 eP ■' •
fairly well for stock traffic. -
114. How long has the Bogan (rate line heen opened ? Three or four months.
115. You are not able to speak as to its prospects ? It is only a section. It is too early to form an 
opinion nntil we get to Condobolin as to what the result will be.
116. I suppose you do not expect a very large passenger traffic on this extension ? Ho.
117. What have you estimated that you will receive for carrying the mails? £576.
118. Do you know what the present cost is ? I do riot.
119. Mr. Lea!} Has there been any alteration in the boundaries or lines fixed by tho Yictorian Bailway 
Commissioners in tins Colony, under differential rates, since 1895 ? Ho, I do not think there has been 
anything considerable.
120. If this line is extended from Condobolin to Euabalong then you will, for the first time, have, entered 
into the Lachlan country—upon that area within which the Yictorian differential rates prevail P Tes.
121. Have you estimated whether, if this line is constructed, it will be possible for the Commissioners to 
convey the wool to Sydney at the same price as if is conveyed to the Yictorian railway station under the 
differential-rate system ? Yes; Mr. Harper thinks that under the estimate be has given we shall gain 
that traffic. 1 may say that Mr. Harper is not including traffic on the other side of Hillston as likely to 
come to Euabalong. If we get to Hillston, we should get the competitive wool to a large extent, and the 
traffic, as estimated for, is considerable. There is a focal traffic, although a good deal of it goes through 
Ilillston to Ilay; then is river-borne towards Melbourne. Of course we should be in a far better position 
to compete if we were at Hillston, that is about 70 miles further on.
122. Tiie differential rates in that locality are very harassing ? Yes ; Yietoria allows a good rehate 
for wool.
123. If the Commissioners could get a railway of this kind, would they be able to secure the trade,
notwiflistanding those differential rates? Yes; they will have a railway into the district, whereas the 
others have a long road cartage. *
124. 1 presume that the rate has been cut so low that it would be almost impossible for the Yictorian 
Commissioners to reduce it ? I should not think they could reduce it with any profit.
125. Unloss that country is pierced by a railway, for all time the trade will flow in the direction of 
Victoria? Yes.
126. And there are no other means of diverting that traffic so as to bring it to our railways ? Not to my 
knowledge.
127. That would lead one to suppose that although at the commencement of the railways the loss would
be some £3,000 a year, there is a reasonable probability of attracting trade in time, so as to eventually 
make it pay ? Yes. .
128. I presume you have not any other piece of line in the Colony where you have such difficulties to 
contend .with? On the south-western lines, at such places as Jerilderie and Hay, there is severe 
competition.
129. If there happens to he bad weather, 1 suppose the wool would have to come by railway ? Yes, 
where we were within reasonable distance of it.
130.. In time of flood it would be impossible for them to send their wool over that country ? The shortest 
carriage would affect the destination of the wool.
131. You think that the conditions are such as will admit of successful competition for that trade? The 
Commissioners think so.
132. Mr. Wright.-] Have you ever had pointed out to you what traffic we are likely to secure by this
extension ? Yes ; Mr. Harper has given a report on the matter. ”
133. Do you know the country likely to be affected by it? Yes ; as far hack as the "Willandra country.
134. Ton are aware that the whole trade below Mount Hope comes already to the existing line ? North 
of Mount Hope.
135. And to Mount Hope ? Some of the Mount Hope traffic will come-into Condobolin.
136. Are you not aware that all the traffic west and north of Eubalong down as far as Roto comes in?
Still, the further west you extend the railway tho further west will your influence extend. If you extend 
the railway 40 miles westward, you will bring to your railway the traffic from country 40 miles west of 
your terminus.
137. Did I understand you to say that you expect 1,000 tons of additional traffic ? We expect 1,000 tons of wool.
138.. Over and above what you get at present? 1,000 tons of wool over this extension, and a great 
portion of that would be new traffic.
139. What proportion ? I have not got the details. Mr. Harper will give them.
140. 1,000 tons of wool over this line; what return traffic would that represent? Mr. Harper in his 
report gave it generally. He gave us an estimate from general goods traffic of 1,500 tons—that is, including 
everything, inwards and outwards.
141. 1,500 tons over 50 miles of railway would produce a very small revenue ? Yes. ■
142. The passenger traffic could not possibly be largo ? No.
143. What is the estimated revenue from all sources ? £2,750.
144. Considering that you are only going to get 1,500 tons, that is a very high estimate ? That is 1,500
tons of general goods. Then there is wool, live stock, passengers, and mails. .
145. Do you notice on the map tbe proposed deviation from Condobolin, across the river, to run bv Lake
Cudgellico ? Yes. ‘
140. Does not that strike you as being a more direct route?. I think it would save something. Mr.
Harper is, I believe, inclined to recommend that from his own observation. The Commissioners do not 
go into details as to routes.
147. Would not a line running south of the Lachlan to Hillston intercept a larger volume of traffic that 
goes to the Murrumbidgee than this proposed line? It seems a shortroute, but 1 do not know the country.
148. "Would it not be likely to intercept a larger traffic going south to the Murrumbidgee than this line 
will touch ? It seems to be a greater convenience, because the traffic must drain from the north.

149.
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H. 149. Mr. Eoberts.'] Is the Committee to understand that, with a view of reaching Hillston, the Railway
McLachlan. Commissioners recommend a route by way of Condobolin and Euabalong. in preference to any other route 

aa shown upon the map? I might say, with regard to the question of route, that the Commissioners do 
1 Sept., 1897. no£ g0 alternative routes. They were asked to report upon the railway from Condobolin to 

Euabalong, and they hare reported upon it favourably, to some extent, as an extension towards Hillston ; 
but whether an alternative route should be considered, 1 think they would not say that that is the only 
route which could be considered. They reported upon the route submitted to them, but they would 
like to say that there is a ftood deal worthy of consideration in the idea of extending the railway in 
another direction to reach Hillston from another point.
150. "Would that bo from Koorawatha to Grenfell, Grenfell to "Wyalong, "Wyalong to Cudgellico, and 
Cudgellico to Hillston ? The Commissioners would not say any particular town, but they consider it 
worthy of consideration whether a route could not be got. One point w'bich influences them is that in 
one case you have to make a long length of railway about ISO miles, whilst you could reach Hillston 
from Condobolin at present by only a little over 100 miles. Consequently, the country would have to 
spend a much smaller sum of money to reach the objective point.
151. That is, if all the lines were sanctioned at once ? Tes. ... .

. 152. Ho you know anything as to the population of Wyalong, and whether it is increasing ? The traffic 
has not been increasing for the past twelve months through Temora, which is our railway station.
153. Is it as good as it was two or throe years ago ? It is not.
154. To what extent does it show a decrease ? The earnings are about the same for 1S9G as they were 
for 1894, so there has been no growth.
155. It is practically stationary ? Tes; the first few months after Wyalong opened we had a rush of
traflie, hut there has been no growth since 1894. _
156. Ho you regard Wyalong as the principal feeder of traffic through Temora and Cootamundra lines ? 
Tes, it is the principal feeder. There is a certain amount of local traffic. One great tcmou for consi
dering the alternative route is the hotter class of country that it would open up, and the development 
there is already in connection with the wheat traffic.
157. Chairman.') Presuming you wanted to send goods to Cowra, which way would you send them ? We 
should send them west usually.
158. Why ? Because it would he nearer. _
159. Supposing goods were to be carried to Koorawatha, how would you send them ? I think Koorawatha 
is about the dividing point. I have not figured out the exact distance.
160. Which way would Cowra traffic go ? It would go west. _ ...
161. If there is a line in the western country starting at Koorawatha, it would he immaterial which way 
vou sent the goods ? Wc should have the alternative route.
162. What line is doing the heaviest work at present ? The western line. I may say that I have got 
some figures indicating the business on the west and south. I simply take two items—wool and live
stock—giving an idea of the business. On the southern line during last wool season we brought into 
Sydney 151,969 bales of wool; by the western line, 265,048 bales of wool. On tbe southern line we 
brought 3,172 head of cattle; on the western line, 26,772 head of cattle. On the southern line wo 
brought in 465,146 sheep; on the western line, 749,730 sheep. That is the traffic of the season just 
closed, showing that the business is much bigger on the western line than on the southern line,

■ 163. If there is any new country to develop from a railway standpoint, it would be more convenient for
vou to work it by the southern than by the western line? I should almost think so, looking at the
traffic. _ _ .
164. Therefore, if there be anything else to be considered, it would be better to bring the produce from
the western district by the south than by the west, by the southern and by tiie western line? If the 
distances are equal, I think so. _ _
165. Ton are aware "that "Wyalong and the country contiguous are auriferous ? Tes. _
166. Is there any advantage in having auriferous country in connection with such a place as Lithgow?
Tes, on account of smelting. Tou do not want to go further than the case of Cobar. There has been 
an immense development at Cohar, and I think that Lithgow, and the railways materially assisted in that 
development. There is one thing in favour of Euabalong, it would bring the Mount Hope mines nearer 
to the railways. At present a number of tbe mines at Mount Hope are shut down, because they cannot 
afford the road expenses, but no doubt the extension of the railway would have a material influence in. 
helping auriferous development. _ _ *
167. If the line were brought through auriferous country and also tapped an area of grain-growing country,,
and the point where you constructed the present line at Koorawatha, the tendency would be to bring grain 
by the southern line, and take ore by the western line ? Tes, that might happen, tho line going to 
Lithgow. _ _
168. It is a possibility worth considering ? Tes. _ _ _
169. "What is the policy of the Commissioners in regard to a line calling at Grenfellis the time coming
when a connection with Grenfell would he justified ? The Commissioners make it a rule never to initiate- 
an opinion. If asked for an opinion upon a line they give it. In this case they have reported upon a line 
from Condobolin to Euabalong. They were asked to do so. They do not like to make suggestions as to- 
an alternative route. At the same time they think that consideration should be given to an alternative 
scheme in this instance. _ _
170. The time may be nearly here for Grenfell to he entitled to railway communication? The Grenfell
district is growing very extensively in production. In 1893 the yield from the county of Monteagle wan
208,000 bushels, but in 1897 that had increased to 350,000 bushels. _ _
171. Are you prepared to make a statement at all as to the justification of a connection to "Wyalong? The
Railway Commissioners are not favourable to it. _
172. Tou have no information or statistics about "Wyalong? Comparatively recently, the Commissioners 
reported in regard to Wyalong that they could not recommend the construction of a line.
173. Since Hillston is west of Euabalong, and since you say that you will intercept the traffic west of 
Euabalong, the probability is that Hillston would intercept more than Euabalong, partly because it is- 
further west, and partly because it is further south? Tes, Hillston is the objective point which we want, 
to reach.

174.
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174. Therefore, if your rates cao he made so that the whole of the trade will go to Hillston, that is the 
place to go for ? Yes. In connection with an alternative route to reach Koorawatha or Condobolin, the 
mileage would he the same in either case, because although you may have to make some additional miles 
of railway fhe total length to Sydney would he about the same.
175. And the approach would be a little easier than by Koorawatha? It has not heen surveyed. _
176. But m no part of the country west of Grenfell are there heavy grades ? No ; going to Cudgellico 
would be eastward of any range.
177. You have already told us that a line coming from Blaynoy via Koorawatha to Hillston would he 
worked at a greater expense 1 han aline ina Murrumburrah to II illston ? I do not think I said that. I said 
it would probably be more convenient to bring it by the south; that it would be better to divide our traffic.
178. How would it really stand with regard to eosr, supposing both the lines were of the same capacity ? 
I do not know that it would make a great difference. Certainly it would be more convenient.
3 79. "W ill yon describe the line via Blarney to Orange and Parkes;—how would it compare with the line 
via JSlayney to Koorawatha? I could not speak from memory. _
180. Blaynoy is common to any western extension ; if going west you want to know if there is more bad 
country on that route than going by Blarney, Koorawatha, and that way ? I will put a section of the 
line in.
181. Yon have nothing to say with regard to settlement on tho route of the line? I think it would tend 
to bring about agricultural settlement.

H.
McLachlan.

1 Sept., 1807.

John Harper, Goods Superintendent, Department of Railways, sworn, and examined :—
182. Mr. JJumphcri/.'] Have you reported to the Railway Commissioners as to the probable earnings 
the proposed extension of the railway to Euabalong? Yes ; I will read my report.—

ritorosrin Railway fhom CormoBonN to Euabalong.

of J. Harper.

1 Sept., 1897.

(Length, 48 miles S chains ; estimated cost, £108,225 ; interest at 3 per cent., £3,246 15s.)
As directed by the Commissi oners I have looked into this matter.

It need scaieely he said that this proposed extension really forms part of a national scheme. In a sense it is intended 
to serve a district which has been more or less alienated in its trade relations with New South Wales.

1 am sure the Commissioners will recognise that under the circumstances it is most difficult to give anything like an 
accurate estimate of the probable traffic which may he secured by the construction of the line. It is, however, certain that 
a further western extension will necessarily have the effect of producing new traffic for carriage on the existing lines, Eor 
this reason as well as the fact that the district in the neighbourhood of the line is one of good soil and sufficient rainfall, 
developments will, no doubt, take place where the possibility offers foi farmers engaging to a larger extent in production 
than they are at present.

Aa already stated it is impossible to give anything but an ap])roximation of the possible revenue, and I think the 
Bum of £3,700 per annum may reasonably be expected as directly resulting from tins extension.

The prospects of the development of the line have been regarded m iny estimate in as favourable a light as possible, 
assuming that increased production wilt arise and that the district will be utilised far more extensively than hitherto in the 
production of fat stock. I am of opinion that for the purpose of a rough estimate the traffic may be calculated as follows:—

Description of tratfic. Value.
Wool .............■................................................................................................................. £300
Goods, copper, &c............................................................................................................ 450
Produce ........................................................................................................................... 400
Stock ............................................................................................................................... 1,400
Passengers........................................................................................................................ 000
Mails ............................................................................................................................... 570

Total............................................................ £3,720
I can only repeat how difficult it is to form an estimate of the traffic in a district of this character, whore a large 

proportion of the business has hitherto been conducted elsewhere and which tve have not handled upon New South Wales 
Railways. Attention may, however, he drawn to the fact that assuming this traffic is secured, it will he absolutely new, 
and on this account will materially increase the earnings on the existing main lines which are now in close proximity to 
the district which it is proposed this line should tap.
183. When, tho proposal to construct a line from Condobolm to Broken Hill was under consideration, 
yrou mentioned that the length of the extension from Condobolin to Euabalong would bo 35 miles, but, 
according to this proposal, it is 48 miles ? Yes.
184. Can yon explain it ? I cannot. At the time the proposal was before the Committee, the estimate 
which wc had was from an old trial survey.
1S5, Can you say if the route proposed is that which you had in view when you gave the distance as 
35 miles ? 3 could not say, in the absence of a detailed survey.
18G. "Was it your idea that the line should he extended ou the north side of the Lachlan, or on the south 
side ? I think T did not express an opinion upon that.
187. You can express one noiv? I should imagine that a line on the south bank of the river would run 
in better country than on the north bank.
188. "Would the distance be greater ? That I do mil know.
189. Can you say what the object is in going on the north side of the Lachlan instead of extending the 
line from Condobolin to Cudgellico, and then ou to Hillston? No; I have no idea, unless it is to get 
directly to Broken Hill or Menindie.
190. Have you examined the country between Condobolin and Cudgellico? Yes, I bare been over that 
country.
191. And the country through which the proposed extension will run ? It is better country south of the 
Lachlan.
192. Have you examined the country to the north ? T baie travelled over it.
19.3. Then, for traffic purposes, would it not be better to take fhe more direct route—Condobolin to 
Cudgellico and to Hillston—instead of Euabalong? Yes, it would look so, assuming Hillston to be tbe 
objective point.
194. We are told that it is the objective point; what will be tbe difference in tbe distance ? I do not know.
195. Is it your opinion that there would be a very considerable difference ? It represents two sides of a 
triangle as against the third.
196. In your opinion, for traffic purposes, would the Cudgellico route be preferable ? I should not like 
to say that, because the Mount Hope traffic would be more likelv to come to Condobolin.

282—B ’ ‘ 197.
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J, Harper, ]J)7. Would the traffic of Mount’Hope appreciably aSect the earnings of the line? It might very appre- 
ciahly in time. At present, the developments are not very great; but it is represented that that is owing 

1 opt., 3 7. t0 difficulty of obtaining fuel, and the distance from the market.
198. How much is your estimate for that traffic ? £200 or £300.
199. Would there be additional traffic via Cudgellico to a great amouut ? I do not think the traffic 
would come from the east in the direction of Cudgellico. The traffic would probably come in between 
Condobolin and Cudgellico, but I have not studied that aspect of the question.
200. Can you give any particular reason for takiug the proposed route? Ho; except the one which I 
have given—that it is to take the direct route to Menindie or Broken Hill.
201. And except that it is the direct route to Broken Hill, you can see no reason for taking the line from 
Condobolin to Euabalong in preference to Cudgellico? Ho, assuming that Hillston is the objective 
point; but if the line were to be carried to Cudgellico to terminate there, then the traffic in the north
west would continue to go down to the river,
202. But not if there was a further extension to Ilillston ? Ho ; it would he intercepted at Hillston, br 
between there and Cudgellico.
203. Would more traffic reach the line if carried between Condobolin and Hillston tun Cudgellico than if 
carried by Euabalong? I am dealing with the line between Condobolin and Euabalong. I should say 
that a line via Euabalong and Cudgellico, for instance, would carry tho most traffic.
204. How much longer would that line be ? I should not imagine that it would be more than 10 or 12 
miles longer.
205. With regard to the estimated earnings of the proposed extension, what new traffic would you expect 
to come to the Hue between Condobolin and Euabalong that would not reach Condobolin without that 
extension ? Hothing between Condobolin and Euabalong. It would be from tbe west and north-west 
that the traffic would eomc.
200. 'To the west and north-west of Euabalong, what new' traffic do you anticipate ? It would be chiefly wool.
207. How many tons? Altogether, I have estimated about 1,000 tons of wool.
208. Ho portion ot which would reach Condobolin without this extension ? Yes, a portion of it would. 
Probably 200 or 300 tons would reach Condobolin in the event of the extension.

. 209. What other produce ? I should expect wheat to be grown in tbe district.
210. Ho you expect wrheat to be grown to the west and north of Enabalong? Ho, I should expect it to 
be grown to the soutli and south-west, and as far as Lake Cudgellico. That wheat would find its way to 
Euabalong.
211. Is your estimate of £400 made up of agricultural produce which would be entirely new ? Yes.
212. 'Then there is the item—Stock £1,400 ;—is that fat stock ? Yes. ^
213. "Without this extension to Euabalong, would any portion of that stock reach Condobolin? Yes.
214. How much? Probably nearly half of it, But assuming the extension to be carried to Euabalong 
it would earn so much more.
215. If there were no extension £700 of that traffic would reach Condobolin ? Yes.

■ 210. The absolutely new' portion of the traffic would bo represented by £700? Yes.
217. What is the basis of your estimate as to passengers ? The whole thing is conjecture. I have 
estimated the passengers at 2,000 per annum travelling over that section of the line.
218. You said before that at Euabalong there are not more than about ninety people? Tes; but the lino 
would be used by people in the district. It would be used by people from Cudgellico, Hillston, and 
Mossgiel.
219. Ho you think you have under-estimated it ? Ho, I think it is a most favourable estimate.
220. How we come to the mails, for which you have allowed £576;-—what does it cost the Postmaster- 
General at present? I do not know. •
221. I suppose it does not cost him anything like that ? I should not think so.
222. So that, taking a somewhat close view of the figures, which you now present aa to the probable 
earnings of tile line, one may reduce that estimate of £3,700 very considerably ? Hecidediy. That is to 
say, as far as possible where new traffic is concerned.
223. Have you made any estimate as to the probable profits that "would accrue to the branch to Condo
bolin and the main line to Sydney by reason of the extension from Condobolin to Euabalong ? Ho ; it 
would be impossible to assess that—there are so many circumstances controlling it.
224. You could not say approximately what it would be ? Ho.
225. Is not that a factor in the consideration of an extension of this kind, the profit that would flow to 
the main line ? Hecidediy.
226. Ho you think it desirable to endeavour to give some information on the point ? It is absolutely
impossible. I have already pointed out on one or two occasions how impossible it is to ascertain wbattbe 
net profit may be over any particular line. _
227. Could you not say approximately what profit would accrue to the main line upon the assumption 
that the extension from Condoholin to Euabalong earns in round figures £3,000? I could not. That is a 
problem which has been given up by every railwayman in the United Kingdom and everywhere else.
22S. Assuming that the average expenses would ho 55 per cent., the difference would be 45 per cent.? 
Yes.
229. And upon that basis you could not say even approximately what the additional sum produced by the 
extension would be ? Ho ; I certainly could not. '
230. Assuming that your expenses would be 55 per cent., about what additional sum in not earnings 
would come to the main line by reason of this extension ? I could not tell the distance over which the 
traffic would he hauled. I might give a guess, but I should not like to commit myself to anything that 
could be taken exception to by any railway man who roads the figures.
231. If you take into consideration the traffic within what you call the competitive area? Yes.
232. Have you made an allowance of 55 per cent.? Ho; we do not do that. Victoria makes that allowance.
233. You make some allowance? Yes; but our allowance is not anything like that.
234. Have you taken the minimum rate in estimating a return of £3,700? Yes; I have taken a rate
which I feel sure that section will absolutely bear. '
235. We are to understand that you do not regard.this extension as likely to he a profitable one? Ho, I
do not. I think I emphasised that when I gave evidence before. In my report on the Broken Hill line, 
I said I did not consider that any extension beyond Condobolin would be profitable. 236.
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t36. Are the Committee to understand that, in your opinion, there can be no extension beyond Condobolin J. Harper, 
hat will be profitable ? bib Lachlan extension. *—\

237. Tou say that after mature consideration ? Yes. 1 SePt'’18:)7-
238. That in your opinion Condobolin should be the terminus of the Lachlan line P Tes, at present.
239. "Will yon give your reasons ? My reasons are that the traitle beyond that would not warrant the 
construction of the line—that is to say, it would not pay interest on the capital cost and working expenses.
I am very doubtful whether it would pay working expenses.
240. Assuming the extension to Hillston, do you think it probable that that line would pay ? An exten
sion to Hillston would command a greater trade, but I am not prepared to say that it would pay.
241. The reasons that you gave, when under examination before the Committee upon the question of tbe
extension of the line from Condobolin to Broken Hill for not extending the lino beyond Condobolin, are 
those which you at present entertain? Yes. '
242. And you arc still strongly of opinion that the line should not be extended to Hillston ? Tot by that 
route.
243. I think you have already expressed tho opinion that it would he \ery unprofitable to extend the 
railway from Temora in the direction of Barmedman and Wyalong? Yes.
241. Have you seen reason to change your views ? "Wyalong has had some development since then, and 
I would not like to pronounce an opinion, Wyalong has changed more than any other place in Tew 
South Wales. At the time I gave evidence, it was m a state of initiation.
245. Mr. JTosJans.'} "We have evidence that the trade of Temora has not varied much? To; It had
reached the maximum at the time 1 speak of. I think it a good deal in favour of Wyalong, as indicating 
that it has maintained its level. J
246. Mr. Lei;.] According to your evidence, if tho line 'wore at any timo extended from Euabalong to 
Menindie, it must be at an absolute loss ? Yes, that was my contention before,
24/. You say that no extension beyond Condobolin can pay ? Tot under existing circumstances.
248. Is that because the trade is not there, or on account of Yictorian competition ? The trade is not 
there. ^ It would be satisfactory to us to have the business, and it would bring additional profit to tho 
main line ; but our rates would necessarily have to be low to compete.
249. You may depend upon live stock and wool, I presume ? Yes, chiefly.
250. But there, would be very little agriculture ? Yes : there would be copper from Mount Hope.
251. But the bulk of tho traffic would bo station produce ? Yes.
252. Once you get to Euabalong you have entered into the competitive area fixed by the Yictorian 
Hail way Commissioners ? Yes; we are in the district from which the traffic is drawn.
253. If this line goes to Euabalong, you will have to fight the Yictorian Railway Commissioners ? Yes; 
wo have to fight them at Condobolin.
254. You will have to fight them still more strongly at Euabalong? We shall be able to fight them still
more strongly. L
255. You say that at Condobolin they draw their trade From further south and west ? Yes.
256. Tho more you get into the area governed by the Yictorian differential rates, the more von will have 
to fight for the trade ? Yes.
257. Consequently you will have to fight them more strongly at Euabalong than at Condobolin ? Yes ; 
but with better weapons.
258. What rate have you fixed to Sydney from there io enable you to successfully compete with them?
I have no doubt the rate will pay us over those 49 miles. It certainly would not be less than the existing 
rate from Hay.
259. How does that compare with similar distances on similar lines, say from Tarrabri ? The Tarrabri 
people pay more, I think.
260. But they are willing to pay for tbe convenience ? Yes.
2GI. Have you made a rate that will leave a profit to the Department, and still enable you to get that 
wool from the country, hitherto taken to Yietoria ? Yes. .
262. You arc clear on that point ? Yes.
263. Suppose the Yictorian people are determined to hold that business, and that they still further reduce 
their rates, what then? I do not think they have any margin for further reduction. When you take 
66 per cent, out of it, there is not much margin loft.
264. Have you had reason to suppose of late years that there has been any natural diversion of traffic 
from that district to our railways ? Yes ; last year, when there was no river, it came this way,
265. Have not other conditions been made of late, such as cheaper rates ? To; I do not think they have 
done very much lately.
266. But when the river conditions are favourable, the Victorian railways continue to get that trade ?
Yes ; they get it at present.
267. What will he about the distance of land carriage to the river? Abont 120 miles.
2GS. That would leave an average of about 110 miles of land carriage, taking favourable conditions, roads 
dry, and river fairly good ; what chance would a railway to Euabalong have of getting Ihe traffic if tho 
teams would take it down to the Murray ? A very excellent one, for the simple reason that no portion of 
that traffic which I have estimated is more than 40 miles from the railway.
269. You do not fear anything of that kind, because your estimated traffic is within an area of 40 miles of 
Euabalong ? To.
270. What I want to know is, what will take place under the most favourable circumstauccs, I know 
that Yietoria will fight for that traffic. Under "what conditions could ive Iobg it? I cannot conceive.
Such a traffic as I have estimated would come to that line, I am sure.
271. In your opinion, the line should not go beyond Condobolin ? To.
2/2. Is there a tendency to small settlement in that countrv ? Yes; the greater part of the small 
settlement is north of Condobolin, and in the neighbourhood of Condobolin, There is some in the neigh
bourhood of Euabalong. I have seen finer crops between Euabalong and Condobolin than at Condobolin.
Between Condobolin and Cudgellico, you get into thoroughly good agricultural counfry. In the neigh
bourhood of Euabalong there is some splendid agricultural country. Even down as far as Hillston, further 
west, there is excellent land.
273. But they want a rainfall ? They get very good average seasons.

274.
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J. Hurper, 274. Mr. ITo$km&.~\ Is tliere auy farming about Hillston ? Yes; but tliere is no motive for producing 
/ anything but wheat. There is a mill there. _ . ,

1 Sept.. 1S97. 275 jhT' Xec.] if the land in that country west of Euabalong is good enough, and the rainfall is sufficient, 
why should it not develop in the future? When you get north and west of Euabalong, the country falls 
off in quality. _
27ti. In your opinion that country will be chiefly used for grazing purposes? Yes, unless there is some 
development which I do not foresee. _ _
277. As far as you see at present, there is no justification for the extension of the railway beyond 
Condoboliu ? No. ,
27S. Is there any other point by which that trade could be diverted to the railway system ? Of course it 
would be possible by a cross country line to pick it up at Hillston. There is a line being surveyed between 
Koorawatha and Hillston. I should think it ought to show fairly good developments. However, that 
has not come under the consideration of the Commissioners and 1 have not been asked to report upon it.

. It is a matter very much bound up with the question before the Committee now, _ _
279. Erom all accounts the Grenfell district seems to be attracting large numbers of agriculturists? Yes.
280. It is one of the places in the Colony which is largely developing in wheat production? Jes, more 
rapidly than any oilier part of the Colony.
281. The probability is that there will be very large freightage there for the railways ? Yes.
2S2. You have been across the track from Temora to Wyalong and Cudgellico to Hillston ? Yes._
233. How does that country compare with the route between Condoboliu and Iluabalong ? It is more 
suitable for agriculture, generally speaking, assuming that it is cleared. There is a very deuse scrub, and 
much of the land is valueless, but there is a great deal of valuable land. _ _
284. Is there any large proportion of good land ? Yes: there is a larger proportion suitable for 
agriculture in that district than there is north of the line between Condobolin and Euabalong. ^
285. Is it rabbit-infested country ? , Yes ; some of the land between Euabalong and Wyalong is badly

. infested. ,
280. Of course an extension from Temora by Wyalong to Hillston would tap the country on one side of 
tbe river ? Yes ; it would not intersect the country in the same way that this extension would.
2S7. Have you any idea what is the value of the freight Ibis country loses by tbe diversion of our trade 
to tbe Yictorian railways ? I do not know. I have seen a document—and I suppose I am not disclosing 
too much in saying so—which showed that it is estimated by Mr. Mathieson that the gain of Aictoria is 
not more than £80,000 a year.
288. They can get £80,000 a year, and we arc going to spend £108.000 to get £2,000 a year ? That 
covers the whole of the Biverina trade. This line would not get all that.
2S9. If this lino were made, it would involve a loss of about £3.280 a year; you do not see any prospect 
of its paying;—wbafc would have to happen to give an increase of trade that would make it pay ? It is 
possible that there might be developments at Mount Hope. If Mount Hope were to develop anything 
like Cobar, it would give tbe line a big impetus; and the country round there will carry a great deal more 
settlement.
290. You think it possible that when the runs are thrown open increased settlement will take place ? I 
do not think there is much prospect of it without railway communication. The problem has been solved 
that, unless in an exceptionally favoured district, any distance outside of 30 or 40 miles from a railway is 
prohibitive as regards .the production of grain.

TRUES DAY, 2 SEPTEMBER, 1897. 
present:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.
. John Harper, Goods Superintendent, Department of Railways, sworn, and further examined:—

J. Harper. 291. Mr. Wright.] You estimated the revenue on the proposed extension at £3,700? Yes.
292. And you estimated that there would be 1,000 tons of wool? Yes.

2 Scpi., 1897. 293, Have you been through the country in which this line is proposed to be made ? Yes. _
294. What stations are we likely to get the wool from that we do not get it from now, at Condobolin, 
Nyngan, or Nevertire ? There are Roto, Cowan Downs, Hunthawong, and other places.
293. Hunthawong is a long way from the terminus ? Yes. ‘ _ _
296. Would it not continue to go to Carrathool instead of to Enabalong ? No; I think it would go to
Euabalong. The road carriage would he in favour of it, _
297. Is it not as good country to travel through as the Gunbar country ? 3. do not know that there is
much difference. We may get the wool from Willandra, Yathong, Coombie, Mulga, aud Moola. I fancy 
that all those clips would come to Euabalong. _ _
298. Do you know that tbe Big Willandra is held in Melbourne? I do not know- where it is held.
299. Therefore, other things being equal, tho wool from there w'ould tend to tbe south ? No doubt; hut
our experience is that these big financial institutions are only too anxious to avail themselves of tbe cheapest 
means of transit. _ _
300. Something has been said about a proposed deviation crossing tbe river at Condobolin, and going by 
the Lake to Hillston ? Yes.
301. Would you not be likely by that route to intercept a larger volume of traffic than at Euabalong? 
Yes, decidedly, but not if taken direct to Cudgellico. I said that if tbe extension were effected to 
Cudgellico, only a lot of the traffic which would come on the line would come in at Cudgellico. 302.
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302. Wc were told by Mr. McLachlaii that Hillston is tbe objective point? Tes. * J. Harper.
303. Would not a line crossing the river at Condobolin, and going through the Lake district be more
effective than the proposed deviation north of the river? If the railway were built to Hillston the traffic ^ Sepfc., ISO/. 
I speak of would be secured by the line, whether it was north or south of the river.
304. It would be secured beyond all question? Tes.
305. And a lot of traffic which you expect to get by this route? There is a possibility of cultivation, and 
accompanying it a possibility of carrying more stock if the line were taken from Condoholin to Hillston, 
via Lake Cudgellico.
30G. That is in the Central Division ? Tes. ’
307. Where the land is open to conditional purchase ? Tes.
308. hereas the bulk of the land along the proposed line is in the Western Division, and is not open to 
conditional purchase? No.
300. It naturally follows that if the line were made across the river to Condoholin, and constructed through 
to Hillston by the Lake, a much larger settlement would be encouraged than would be encouraged by tho 
proposed extension? Tes—that is, as far as the surface of the land is concerned. T should like to mention 
tho possible developments at Mount Hope. It certainly would not be to tbe advantage of any developments 
at Mount Hope were the line taken south of the river. ”
310. The distance from Euabalong to the Lake would not be very far ? .About 20 miles.
311. So that the Southern line, if constructed, would certainly intercept any traffic that would come from 
Mount Hope and its neighbourhood ? It would pick it up at some point, but I should imagine that, as far as 
Mount Hope is concerned, in preference to crossing the river, they would make for Condobolin.
312. What is the distance between Mount Hope and Condobolin ? I think about 85 miles.
313. So that if a railway -were constructed on the southern side of the river, the prospect of increased 
settlement would be much greater than if a railway were constructed on the northern side of the river, 
and there would be nothing to prevent you from getting the products that you expect to get from this 
extension ? No, assuming that Hillston is the objective point;.
31-1. Then you would secure by that extension also, not only Coombie and tbe Hunthawong wool, hut. 
the produce of the whole country round ? That would be secured by any extension to Hillston, whether 
it went across the country or any other way.
315. Have you travelled over both the routes? I have not travelled over the survey between Condobolin 
and Cudgellico, but 1 have travelled on both sides of the river between Euabalong and Condobolin.
3IG. Neither side presents great engineering difficulties ? No ; the country is comparatively level.
317. And the construction would be simple and cheap ? Tes.
318. Vou make a large amouut from the carriage of mails? Tes.
319. Is the Postal Department compelled to pay this sum for mails whether they use the railway or not?
Tes ; that allowance is made, and it always has heen included ; £12 for every mile. ■
320. Tou have referred to this as a national line ;—why do you use the word ‘'national” ? There are 
interests outside the railways involved, such as securing tbe trade for the ports of the country.
321. Eor that reason you speak of it as a national line ? Tes.
322. In your evidence on the proposed railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill, you spoke of it as a 
national line. I will quote the questions and answers. Tou were asked this question :

Will you give us your definition of n national line ? I cannot do more than repeat what I have already said.
In what sense of the word would the line he a national one'! I said that 1 considered that a national line was one the burden of which was borne by the whole community, and not by the users of the railway.

So that you speak of a lino as a national line that will entail a considerable loss in running, which must be 
borne by tbe rest of the community ? Tes, a line the expense of which is not borne by the users of the 
railway, but by tho whole country.
323. The producers have to pay for the construction of what you call a national line ? I should say the
general taxpayers. ^
324. When you apply the term “ national” to a particular railway line, you wish the Committee to infer
that it is one that will not pay ? I should not like to say that, it might be both a paying line and a 
national one. *
325. Tou describe a national line as one that has to he paid for by the general taxpayers, and which is 
not supported by the people who use it ? Tes.
326. Tou have already said that in you opinion this line will not pay ? Tes.
327.. And you do not think that the additional traffic which will he secured by it to the main line will 
justify its construction ? I do not. Personally I do not think that the additional traffic which will be 
secured by it to tbe main line would justify its construction 1
328. I suppose that you would not like to suggest any alternative ? No, I should not care to intrude any ,
suggestion as to the policy of the country.
329. Mr. Fegan^] I understood from your evidence yesterday that the line now proposed is one that you 
could not recommend ? No.
330. But by its ultimate exteusion to Hillston, it would gain a great deal of traffic ? Tes. '
331. It is with a view to its further extension to Hillatou that you recommend this proposed line? No ;
I do not recommend it at all.
332. Could you tell us whether there are large runs or small runs between Condobolin and Euabalong?
They are nearly all large ones. The most dense settlement is in the neighbourhood of Condobolin, to the 
south and north of it.
333. Tou have been over this route ? Tes.
334. Did you report against it? As far as Euabalong is concerned, whatever evidence I gave on the 
matter you have before you in connection with the Broken Hill line. I think 1 was emphatic in my 
evidence, and I have seen no reason to alter it.
335. By what route would you make the line to Hillston ? That is a matter of Ministerial policy.
336. If the line to Euabalong were brought further on would that make it better? No.
337. Is not the greater portion of the country there held by large station-owners with a sparse population ?
Tes.
338. Mr. HassaUJ] Taking this line to Condobolin westward, having Hillston as its objective point, the 
result would be that the traffic lying west and north of Hillston would be practically drafted in there? ■
Yes. . ‘ 339. •
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J. Harper. 330. Is Condobolin the best point of connection witli Hillston ? Tn the absence of surveys I should not 
like to express an opinion, because I occupy an official position, and my opinion might run counter to that 

2 Sept., 1897. the engineers. My personal view is, that a line as suggested by me yesterday from between Murrum
burrah and Blayney, intersecting the country and going through the best country, would be a better one 

* than this. It seems to me that better results might be obtained by tbe construction of a line from 
Murrumburrah in tbe direction of Hillston, intersecting tbe country in the neighbourhood of Grenfell, 
"Wyalong, and so on.
.340. Mr. .Has/r/w,?.] Is it not a very scrubby country? Tes.
341. Mr. Hassall.] The country is scrubby, but the soil is good? Yes.'
342. In view of the proposed construction of a railway from Coolamon to Ariah—that is, from the Southern 
line—do you think it might he possible to extend the line from Temora to Ariah ? I do not.
343. tire the engineering difficulties too great ? As a matter of fact, as far as the Coolamon and Ariah 
lines are concerned, it lies to the east and west of the stock route. You get into very broken country, 
and I fancy that there would be engineering difficulties in the way of getting from Temora to Ariah. ^
344. You think that the difficulty of getting through there would he too great? I fancy so. I might
point out that the settlement between Coolamon and Ariah is to the east and west of the proposed line. 
It is good land. _
345. Do you know anything of the country between Ariah and Hillston ? I have not been over it—some 
of it is very indifferent,
346. In regard to tho extension to Condoholin from Parkes, does not that extension practically tap the 
greater portion of the traffic lying between Condobolin and Menindie ? No.
347. Docs the traflie come aloug tuA Mosgicl, and across to Carrathool ? Yes: some goes to the Murrum
bidgee, and some back on to the Darling.
34b. Do you not think that with Hillston as a terminal point the railway would take the whole of the 
traffic of the west and north-west from there ? Ho; wherever they are south of Hillston they will 
continue to go on to the Darling or to the Murrumbidgee. _
349. 'Then, what traffic would the extension to Hillston serve ? The Mosgiel traffic would come in ; but
practically, when you get past Ivanhoe, the trend would he towards Menindie and south of Mosgiel down 
to the Murrumbidgee. A railway to Hillston would prevent its coming in that direction. _
350. Then what advantage would be derived by the exteusion to Hillston? It would secure business 
which could not be expected to come to the terminus at Euabalong, Other traffic would fall in at 
Hillston, and there is a possibility of developments in the shape of agriculture about Hillston, which 
would also mean the carrying of more stock.
351. But it would be of no use extending the line from Condobolin to Euabalong to increase the present 
traffic ? Being so much further west, it would cause a certain traffic which now goes down the river to 
Victoria to he placed on the railway.
352. But, practically, it would be of no use extending the line from Condobolin to Euabalong unless you 
extended it further ? Xo ; tliere is this much in it; in the neighbourhood of Euabalong and Cudgellico 
there would be increased cultivation. Tho distance from Cudgellico to Euabalong is 20 miles, but that 
distance does not prohibit wheat production.
353. "From your knowledge of fhe country, do you net think that the country between Hillston and Temora. 
or Wyalong would bo very suitable for agriculture if it were cleared ? Some of it, and some of it is not.
354. In the vicinity of Hillston is the land not considered good ? Yes ; on the north, and immediately 
east of Hillston, the country is good.
355. With a view of making Hillston the objective point, which do you think the better route to follow? 
I should like to see the line go over tbe route via Koorawatha to Grenfell, from Grenfell to Wyalong, 
and from Wyalong to Hillston.

' 356. In tbe event of the extension of the railway from Condobolin, do you not think it will be better to
run it on the south side of the river, via Lake Cudgellico, than to go via Euabalong and from there to 
Hillston ? That is a point I should scarcely like to speak about; there may be engineering reasons for 
carrying it on the north side. ■
357. Is it not a fact that the whole of the country on the northern side of the Lachlan is in the Western 
Division, and will be locked up for the next twenty years, not being available until 1918 ? There is a 
possibility of it producing more than it does at present.
35S. Would it not be better to have closer settlement? Ender the present system of exchange of land, 
they might obtain land there suitable for settlement before 1918.
359. But the tenure of the leases in the Western Division will expire in 1918? I should imagine that 
there are many leasees who would only he too glad to part with some of their land for a small consideration.
300. You do not think much of the country P I do not think much of a lot of it.
301. Do you think there is any prospect of closer settlement, even if the line were constructed and land 
were available? I think there would he. I have seen some of the best wheat crops that I ever saw any
where, in the neighbourhood of Euabalong, Whether the inducement would be strong enough to lead to 
much settlement, 1 am not able to say.
362. Do you tbink the extension to Hillston would result in a profit to the Bailway Department? I do 
not think so, I do not think that if the line were extended from Euabalong to Hillston, it would result 
in a profit to the Department. .
3G3. You think it might be taken from a more profitable point ? Yes ; it is simply conjecture.
364. Mr. Roberts.] Have you got the distance from Barmedman to Hillston, Koorawatha to Grenfell,
and Grenfell to Wyalong ? I think they are in Mr. Deane’s report. _
365. How would you view a lino from Barmedman to Hillston ? I think there would be nothing in it. 
It would pass through the very worst part of that country.
3G6. Do you regard it as a wise course to tap the Cudgellico district ? I do not think it is essential. 
That is a very small area. .
367. Would it not add to the expense of getting to Hillston? I do not think so. Erom what the 
surveyors have told me, I should imagine that when you get south, trying to get a direct line to Hillston, 
you get into a very broken country. .
36S. The best way is to keep more to the north ? Yes, to the north,

1 369. Is there much settlement around Lake Cudgellico ? Hot much. It is an old farming and mining 
" settlement, and both appear to be languishing very much. 370.



633

MINUTES 01’ EVIDENCE—EAIIWAY I’EOM CONDOBOLDT, TO EUABALONG. ■'I 15

'370. In making your estimate of revenue on the proposed line between Condobolin and Eu&balong, have J■ Harper, 
you taken into consideration any of the traffic which you would probably get, thatnow goes to Melbourne? —> 
Yes ; that is included. 2 Sept., 1807.
371. How many tons of wool do you expect to get ? A thousand tons altogether.
372. How far west -would that come ? Within a radius of about 40 miles of Euabaloug.
373. Is the route between Euabaloug and Condobolin fairly passable in fine weather? It is an average 
road that you get along the rivers. Part of it is very heavy black soil. There arc no improvements on it,
374. Is not that part of the country often flooded ? iYo ; it does not flood very much.
375. If this railway were constructed to Euabalong, would the stock traffic be much increased ? I think 
■so. Our experience is, that wherever a line is made the stock traffic increases, because the small holders 
use the line who could not afford to pay for droving long distances.
37G. In the Grenfell district is not the land well adapted for the production of wheat? Yes ; it is 
splendid country.
377. Would the yield per acre be larger around Grenfell than at Hillslon ? In a favourable season it 
would be as heavy as anywhere in the neighbourhood of Cudgellico and Hillston,
378. "VV^hat is the yield ? I have known them to get 24 bushels to the acre.
3/9. IVhat would they get at Grenfell? I do not think that they would get any more there. The 
average is about 14 bushels per acre. The difference is that in the Grenfell district the failures are 
fewer. Eurther west you got more frequent failures.
380. How far does the good country round Grenfell extend towards the west ? It is more or less good 
all the way to Wyalong.
381. Is the country between Grenfell and Wyalong better country than that between 'femora and
Wyalong? Yes, .
382. Is it different in character? Yes ; it is not so tlrckly scrubbed as at Temora and Wyalong.
333. It is more suitable for the growth of agricultural products?—
384. I hen. is the Committee right in assuming that in order to get to Hillston you prefer going from a 
point on the Bloyney line by way of Grenfell, Wyalorg, and Cudgellico? J should like to have that 
considered,
385. Would your reason be that it would go through a better class of countrv ? Yes ; and it would open
up more country. "
dSt'. Mr, Ifoskins.J Taking into consideration the difference in the distance between Condobolin and 
Euabalong, and Condoboliu and Hillston. do you think Hillston would be a more profitable terminus for 
the railway than Euabalong ? I do not think the increased cost in interest on the capital, to construct 
the hue between Euabalong and Hillston, and the working expenses, would be compensated for by any 
traffic that would be secured at Hillston.
387. Is ihere not a good deal of agricultural settlement at Hillston ? No; it is south of Hillston.
388. Euabalong is 15 or 20 miles from Cudgellico ? Yes.
389. Is there a great deal of settlement about Lake Cudgellico ? There is a small township of a decaying
character. 1 1 b
390. Is there no irrigation there ? I did not see any.
ooo’ J sllPPose the country abont Cudgellico is very favourable for settlement? Yes ; it is good country.
392. Suppose people settled down there, and engaged in agriculture, would not the country between there
and Euabalong bo difficult Tor teams to travel over ? No. ‘
393. Is Euabalong a small place? Yes ; it consists of two public-houses, two stores, and four or five 
private houses.
394. Then nearly all the^traffic that might be expected at either Hillston or Euabalong would he wool, 
htdeSj aiid produce from tne stations, and merchandise going to the stations ? Yes.
395. Is it not a fact that the country is held in large sheep runs there? Yes. .
39G. Have you not heard that most of the lessees of those runs are not free agents—that they cannot send
the wool u here they think proper, but must send it to Melbourne ? I think that most of them are not agents 
but simply employees.
397. Then they must send the wool to Melbourne ? No : that does not follow. Some of the Victorian
financial institutions since they hate shifted their head-quarters to Sydney, are not quite so conservative 
as they were tour or five years ago. They are prepared to send their wool where they can get it carried 
most cheaply. J e
398. J lien we must get some of the wool that used to go to Melbourne, because railway traction is cheaper 
than ordinary traction ? Yes.
399. Chairman.'] Have you been over the country from Tomora to Wyalong? Yes.
400. What do you think of that country ? I do not think that it is likely to be occupied for a considerable

40E "Do you regard it as an area that is likely to have rapid agricultural development if the railway is 
conslructcd? No. ° j j
402. Have you been at Wyalong recently ? Not for three years.
403. Have you any knowledge as to the importance or the stability of Wyalong ? No.
404. Have you been from Wyalong to Grenfell ? No. I lave been from Grenfell to Yeo Yco, and to 
Eootamundra.
405. Have you been from Grenfell to Young? Yes,
trfn' ^ J"011 of that country ? A lot of it is very good country, fit for agriculture.
407. Do you know anything about the country in that triangle between Koorawatha, Young, and Grenfell?
No ; but I know that we get a large amount of traffic from il.

Tour opinion of the Grenfell district? I think it is an exceedingly good one.
409. Does it appear reasonable to believe that the Grenfell district will soon become entitled to railway 
communication ? It certainly appears to be making in that direction, because in a district like that, 
associated with the cultivation of wheat or other cereals, we generally find increased numbers of stock. It 
appears to be a district deserving of consideration.
410. Is Wyalong a centre which is likely to soon force itself on our notice with regard to railwav com
munication. I think that question has already been answered. It forced itself upon us two or three 
years ago. I should imagine that the matter will be deserving of consideration again.

411.
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J. Harper. 411. "What is your opinion with regard to the capability of the country between Hillston and Cudgellico 
and lying south towards G-unbar? There is a lot of excellent country'there. At G-unbar they have be.en 

' 2 Sept., 1897. cultivating wheat and carting it 35 miles,
412. Will the Hillston district soon become entitled to consideration? Tes.
413. What is the distance from Condobolin to Hillston ? About 120 miles. _
414. What is the distance from Young to Grenfell, or Koorawatha to Grenfell ? I estimate a line at about 
ISO miles through to Hillston.
415. And from Young to Grenfell, or Koorawatha to Grenfell? Thirty-six miles from Young to Grenfell,
and I should imagine it would be between 26 and 30 miles from Koorawatha to Grenfell. '
41C. How far is it from Temora to Wyalong ? About 44 miles. .
417. There is the country lying north of the influence of the Hay line and south of the influence of the 
Parkes-Condobolin line, and there is the town of Grenfell likely very soon to require consideration; 
Wyalong stands hi a similar position, Hillston also in a similar position. You can approach Hillston 
from Condobolin in the cheapest way at 120 miles. From Koorawatha to Grenfell is about 30 miles, and 
from Temora to Wyalong about 44 miles ; that would give a total of 104 miles to do the same work as 
the extensions ;—would it be wise to pick up the three stations on one line ? Yes. There is more in it 
than that, because if you had the various lines made, at least two would be competing with one another.
418. Therefore, the local developments on such linos as Grenfell to Young, Wyalong to Temora, and
Hillston to Condobolin would require to be very much greater than the developments on one of the three 
lines, to justify the construction of the throe ? Yes. ■ _
41fl. Looking at the figures without binding one’s self absolutely, it would appear that a through Hue 
would be the best, not only on paper, but practically? Yes; without committing myself, I must say that 
it looks as if it would be a better scheme and would serve more country.
420. Would a straight line right on be a better line to work ? Undoubtedly. A short line would involve 
greater loss in working than a line of greater length.

Percy Scarr, Principal Assistant Engineer, Koads Branch, Department of Public Works, sworn, and
examined:—

P. Seair, 421. Chairman.'] On the 26th August, 1896. you were examined on the inquiry into the proposed railway 
^ from Condobolin to Broken Hill? Yes.

2 Sept., 1S97. 422. You gave certain evidence ? Yes.
423, That evidence is correct ? Yes. _ _
424. How far to the east is vour most easterly road there given ? The road from Coolamon to Ariah is the 
most easterly.
425. Have yon any east from Wyalong? Ko.
426, Tho roads that you previously gave were all lying westerly from Ariah and westerly from Cudgellico, 
and north-westerly towards Broken Hill ? Yes, east of Ariah and north of the Lachlan.

H. Doane.

Henry Deane. Engineer-in-Chief, Itaihvay Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, sworn,
and further examined:—

427. Chairman.] You were to bring some information for the Committee? I have here some rough 
estimates. I am sorry that I have not had time to obtain all the information required by the Committee. 

Sept., 1897.1 sent for Mr. Kennedy, who has come down, as I thought he would be the best officer to give information 
to the Committee, he having a general knowledge of the district from Temora to Wyalong and across to- 
Hillston. I will put in the following statistics:—

Railway connection with Hillston.

Koute. Length.
Bale Estimated

Dihcaocu 
of Hillston

Ruling grade. -Sd
feg

OT
Remarks.

niile. cost* from
Sydney. Against. With

miles.
23

£
2,300
2,300

£
52,900
39,100

miles.
1/100
1/100

1/100
1(100

chains
20

Rarmedman to Wyalong................ .17 20
Wyalong to Hillston .....................
Wyalong to Cudgellico .................
Cudgellico to Hillston.....................
Condobolin to Cudgellico .............
Koorawatha to Grenfell .................
Grenfell to Wyalong ....................
Condobolin to Euabalong .............

118
09
54
59
29
58 ' 
48

2,500
2,300
2,300
2,300
2,500
2,500
2,250

295.000
158.700 
124,200
135.700 
72,500

145.000
108.000

1/100
1/100
1(100
IjlOO
1/75
1/75

1/100
1(80
1(80
lilOO
1/60
1/60

30
16
16

io
10

Grade approximate, partonly being surveyed.

Euabalong to Hillston via point A 66
i/ioo 1/80

easy
Temora to iiilJstonvtct- Wyalong and 163 2,300 374,900 454 16

Cudgellico.
Temora to Hillston via Wyalong 15S 2,500 395,000 449

direct.
Temora to Hillston via Barmedman 145 436 1|60* 1/60* 10

direct.
Distance, Sydney to Hillston via Blaytiey, 416

„ „ Harden, 487 miles.
K oorawathato Hillston u mi Wyalong 

and Cudgellico.
210 2,500 525,000 Sec

remarks*
1J75 1/60 10

KoorawathatoHiitstoni.-ia Wyalong 
direct.

205 2,500 512,500 See
remarks.

1/75 1/60 10 Distance, Sydney to Hillston trfa Ulaynoj, 441 milcs- 
„ ,, Harden, 482 miles.

Condobolin to Hillston rio-Cudgelllco 113 2,300 259,900 4444 1)100 1/80 16
Condobolin to Hillston via Euaba

long and point A.
114} 2,300 263,350 446 1/100 1/100 20

* Cati be obtained without materially increasing the length of line; 1/100 could be got with 5 or 0 miles extra length.

N.B,—These estimates are approximate only. Population of Grenfell in 1896 ............................. 712
Sydney to Temora..................... 291 miles. ,, Wyalong, 31st December, 1894 ... 4,215

,, Koorawatha............... 236 miles r,io, P.laynoy,
„ „ ........... 277 „ ,, Harden.
„ Condobolin ........ ....... 331} s, 428.
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42S. Mr. Wright.] Has the country been surveyed from Cowra to Grenfell ? No, There was an Deane, 
exploration made, but it was stated to be not practicable with good grades. \
429. Chairman.] What is the grade on the Temora to Cootatnundra line? 1 in 75. ^ Sept., 380/.
430. Have you any other information for the Committee? I have Mr. Jamieson’s report on his explora
tion from Koorawatha to Grenfell and Wyalong. This is what he says with regard to tho Cowra 
connection:—
n , f, se^c5^ed Cowra (elevation 987 feet) as my starting point, and examined the country between there and 
Grenfell; but owing to the difficulties which would be incurred in crossing the llroula, range (elevation of gap 1,700 feet) 
being so formidable, I abandoned the idea of making Cowra the staiting point. I next started from Koorawatha, a 
platform about 18 miles south of Cowra (elevation 1,110 feet), and the routed wilt briefly describe is, in my opinion, the 
most suitable not only from an engineering point of view, hut one that would best serve the interests of the district 
generally. A number of suggestions as regards the route have been made to me, thus showing a diversity of opinion in 
the district as regards the route ; hut, to my mind, in some instances actuated by personal motives. After making a 
thorough investigation of the country, keeping in view the shortest, cheapest, and best iine to serve the district generally, 
and one that would divide the country with railway communication betucen the Forbes to Condobolin and South-western 
railway, I find the result as follows :—
Then he goes on to give a description of the line to mark the position of it, and the present survey is 
more or less following on his lines. Then he says :—

Tho route T propose passes through land very highly improved nearly the whole way. After leaving Koorawatha plat
form the line passes through Y\ urrntigong station (owned by Mr. Suttor, who has at present 8,000 acres under cultivation); 
thence passing through smaller holdings which are more or less under crop ; thence into Mr. Greene's property situated on 
the south side of Tyagong Cieek, He has 10,000 acres under crop, and be informs me that he would still cultivate more 
largely if the line wore built. Also he is prepared to give the land necessary for railway purposes. This means passing 
through his land for about 8 or 10 miles. On the south side of the Tyagong Creek is Brundab holding, owned by Mr.
Wood. He has at present 7,000 acres under crop, and is preparing still more land for cultivation. Mr. Wood is also 
prepared to be liberal with Jus land, if required. I:rovn Imnlra, Mr. Greene's property, right through to Grenfell via Emu 
Creek is more or less under crop : so that, considering the highly improved country and the light nature of the works that 
will he required for the construction of the railway, ,[ have no hesitation in strongly recommending that the survey ho 
made. " ho country for 15 miles west of Gtenfcll is fairly good, and most of it is suitable for agriculture. From 29S to 311 
miles the line passes through what is known us the Bland country, and appears to me to be very soft and boggy in wet 
seasons, ibis country is very similar to the Jerilderie plains. Belts of belar and myall arc passed through over this 
length. From Bask Creek, at 311 miles, the timber country is entered again. It consists of pine, belar, and box, From 

T , s to wyaW tilc Malice scrub is entered. Hie total distance from Koorawatha to Wyalong is 87 miles ; from 
Grenfell to Wyalong 54 miles.
Mr. Kurge made a report on the 8th June last, and he makes the following remarks with regard to tho 
line between Grenfell and Wyalong. two routes being shown on the map :—
_ Both lines pass through apparently equally settled country till the western country, which is largely black soil, 
is reached. Mr. Lloyd lias been instructed to take up tho Bimbi line, working from tVyalong. Agricultuic is greatly 
increasing over the eastern half of this line; and though temporalily checked by drought, will no doubt feed this line well.
The western half is pastoral.

FRIDAY, 3 SEPTEMBER, 1S97. 
Drrscnt:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphkky. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.

Prank Farnell, Esq.

Henry Clarke, Esq.
John Lionel Feoan, Eaq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
Georoe Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

William McIntyre, Chief Electoral Officer, Chief Secretary’s Department, sworn, and examined :—
431. Chairman^] "What are you? Chief Electoral Officer, Chief Secretary’s Department. W. McTntvre
432. 'What particulars as to population have you brought ? 1 have marked on a sketch map the population ^
of the divisions of electorates, embracing the block of country through which the proposed line passes, 3 Sept., 1897. 
and in the vicinity thereof south of Condobolin and Euabalong.
433. Have you put Wyalong in? Tes, the Wyalong division.0
434. Have you put G renfell in ? Tes.
435. Have you put Temora in ? I have nob given Temora.
439. Will you tell us what you have got ? I have given the population of three municipalities. Condobolin 
has 855, Hillston 750, Grenfell 720. Those arc small areas around those towms.
437. Temora—you have not got it ? No, but I could furnish Temora.* Condobolin division has 1,505 ;
Kiacatoo division, 130; Euabalong division, 295; Cudgellico division, 750; Hillston division, 1,330; Eucdo 
division, which is south of Condobolin, 1,068; Barmedman division, which includes the town of Wyalon",
6,735; Marsden division, which includes Bimbi, one of the towns affected by this proposal, l,33ff;
Grenfell division, including the municipality of Grenfell, which 1 have already given, 5,142. ’ ’ '
438. "W e want to know the population between Koorawatha and Grenfell ? I include a great part of that
population in the division ot Grenfell. r

George Hulton Smyth King, Clerk-in-Charge, Information Bureau and Map Sales Branch, Department
of Lands, sworn, and examined :—

439. Chairman.] What are you? Clerk-in-Charge of the Information Bureau and Map Sales Branch, G.H.S. King. 
Department of Lands.
440. Ton have seen the evidence given by the officer holding your position previously? Tes- the3 Sept., 1897.
evidence of Mr. Burt. •
441. Is that evidence correct ? It is. 440.

* Note (on revision) :--Thcre is a population of 1,800 souls within the municipality of Temora, an area of 9 square 
miles surrounding that town.

282—C
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d.H.S. King. 442, Will you adopt that evidence as part of your own ? I will. It is as follows :—
James Burt. Esq., Draftsman-in-Ciiarge, Information Bui can, Department of Lands, sworn, and examined :—

’’ -> ■624. ilD'. ifctssctfi'.] You know the proposal under the consideration of the Committee? Yes. . . • , T
625. Have you a description of the country through which the line will pass ? e have no detailed description, hut I can 
give vou information as to the holdings in that district, and the rentals which the Crown receives from the land there : 
Starting from Condobolin the line passes principally through alienated and reserved lands (the alienated lands being almost 
wholly conditional purchases and conditional leases) for a distance of about 20 miles. Thence to Euabalong, half the 
distance through alienated lands, and half through leased areas. Erom Euabalon" to the Willandia Biliabong, through 
resumed aud leasehold areas, apparently intersecting a few portions of alienated land. From U illandra Biliabong to 
Broken Hill through resumed and leasehold areas, intersecting small isolated portions of alienated lands. From 
Condobolin. going westward, tho line apparently passes through the following pastoral holdings :—

"R.A. Condobolin—£2 14s. per section ; 040 acres.
L. A. Mowahlu—f-fgH. per acre ; terminates ] 0 July1, 1900. 
E.A. Kiacatoo—Forfeited.
L.A. Do —IJd. iier acre ; terminates 10 July, 1900.
K. A. Booberoi—17s. 9d. per section,
L. A. Do —-^d ; terminates )!)1S.
L.A. Euabalong—Id. pel acre; terminates ISIS.
L.A, Kribenderry—lT“0d. per acre ; terminates ISIS.
K. A. Alurrin—Forfeited.
Jj A. Do —T:„d. per acre ; terminates IfllS.
K A. Guuninguldrie—ds. per section.
L. A. Do —4s iOd. per acre; terminates 191S.
R A. Uranaway—Kot renewed.
L.A. Do —LI. per acre; 1918.
R.A. Kota—Forfeited.
L.A. Do —ftiVl per acre.
K A. Wullandra—i'2 ISs. 4d, per section.
L.A. Do —I’d. per acre: 1918.

L.A. Willaudra—l^d. pier acre.
L.A. Moulbong—14d. per acre ; terminates 1918. 
R.A. Boondarra—£2 2s. Sd. per section.
L.A. Do —^.Vl. per acte ; terminates 1918.
K. A. Jiossgicl—£2 2s. Sd. per section.
L. A. Do —l|d, per acre ; terminates 1918.
R.A. Clare—12s. SFu*! pci section.
L A. Do —I tI*i7,d. per acre ; terminates 191S. 
R.A. Kilfcra—0s 4-td per section,
LA. Do —tVi.(L per acre; terminates 191S. 
E.A. Manfred—I4s. 4id. per section.
L.A. Do —yji.d. per acre ; terminates 1018. 
L.A. Albennarle—ford^ per acre ; tenmnates 191S. 
L.A. FIoorara—-’J’.jd. per acre; terminates 191S. 
L.A. 'J'olamo—y^.d. per acre ; terminates 19IS. 
L.A. Kmchega—yVi-pl. per acre ; terminates ISIS. 
R.A. Do —£1 12s. per section.
R.A. Mount Gipps—16s. per section.

626. Where does the proposed line cross the boundary of the Central and Western Divisions ? About 804 miles from 
Condobolin. That, boundary then follows the Lachlan River on its noitli side until you get to the Murray. The lease
holds in the Western Division nil teuninate Jibout 191S. iiml the Minister h;uj only power to resume land winch is within
10 miles of a town containing fifty inliahitunta.
627. la half the land along the route of the proposed line available for settlement ? !No ; the line passes through leasehold 
areas nearly the whole way. *
62$. What about the proposed deviation tia Cudgellico und Hillston * 'Hie same remark would almost apply to that line ; 
but the lind between Condobolin and Cudgellico, which has not been alienated, is generally of a rather interior character. 
It has been offered on improvement lease, hut only one or two leases have been taken. It would be good agricultural laud 
if it were cleared, and if the rainfall could be depended upon. ^
629, Would the deviation pass through as much alienated land as the more northerly route ? Yes.
630. Then the land on the southern side of the river mast he as good as that on the northern side? Yes, to judge from 
that circumstance.
031. Is the land on the Lachlan and the Willaudra Biliabong pretty good right through? I cannot say from personal
knowledge ; but inasmuch as every acre on the Lachlan River is held under louse, I suppose that it is, As you get out 
towards Broken Hill theie is not quite so much laud held under lense. ... . Tr
032. Judging from the rentals paid, the hmd held under pastoral lease and occupation license is of inferior quality ? ^e!5I 
only two or three of the leaseholds have been reappraised, and they have been reduced to the rentals I have quoted forty- 
two hundredths of a penny and thirty-three hundredths of a penny. The highest rent paid is for Bribendcrry, where the 
rent is one and nine-tenths of a penny per acre. That is just beyond Euabalong. The country has a frontage to the 
Lachlan, and another frontage to the Wdlandni Biliabong.
633. As 3rou go further west the rentals decrease? Tes. ^ ’
634. Is the land suitable for other than pastoral occupation? T could not say definitely. _
4335. What is the rainfall? At Broken Hill it is 9 or ID inches per annum, and near Condobolin it is about 20 inches per 
annum. t ,
636. Except on the Lachlan and on the Wilkndra Biliabong, the line passes through what is practically dry country ? Yes,
637. So that artificial water supplies will have to be obtained ? Yes.
638. Mr. Lee.] Is there much small settlement in this district? Xot that I am aware of. In the western district the 
small settlement takes the form of homestead leases. 1 have a. map showing the Forbes Land Board District, in which 
Condobolin is situated, and also a map showing that part of the Western Division through which the line will pass.
639. What are the reserves shown on the first map’ They are water reserves, travelling stock reserves, and forest
reserves. .
640. About one*third of the land seems to he reserved ? About 25 per cent, of it ^
641. Are there as many reserves in the Western Division ? iso. Those in the Western Division are nearly all for tra^ el- 
ling stock loutes, or to proxide access to water.
642. There arc no large reserves which could be thrown open to allow of small settlement? !No.
643. Would not the proposed line go through some portion of the resumed areas ? Only to a limited extent. From 10 miles 
beyond Euabalong to the Willaudra Biliabong the hue would pass through resumed aieas for about 16 miles. I have made 
no distinction between homestead leases and pastoral leases—they both run for about the same period,
644. Then there may be a large number of homestead leases which are not indicated on the map ? Yes ; there are boiuo

homestead leases. . ,
645. Are they held by the original lessees ? T think the tendency has been for them to revert to the original holders.
646. Is the country suitable for small settlers? I ha\c no personal knowledge of it, but I should not think so.
647. A great deal of the country is infested with rabbits ? I believe so.
G4S. Are there many applications for reserves for villages or townships? I am not aware of any.
649. Where artesian bores have been put down, has there been any desire for small settlement ? The only place I know
of is Peru. b t ...
650. There are no improvement conditions connected with leases in the Western Division ? Ro. ^
GDI. Do these leases stand in the names of the original lessees, or in the name of various banking institutions? I cannot 
say, but the information could be readily obtained. . . .
652. Is any of the land dropping back into the hands of the Department ? In the list which I read to the Committee there 
are only three resumed areas which have been forfeited.
653. Has that land been taken up again? Ao. .
654. This land, although leased, is still Crown land, so that no compensation would have to be paid for it if it were re
quired for railway purposes ? No. _ t — i i_ t ■ j. * i
655. CVirtiJTHaw.] What about the land through which the proposed deviation will pass ? The land from Condobolin to the 
boundary of the Western Division is nearly all alienated, and from there to Lake Cudgellico about one-third of it has been 
alienated. The rest of it is comprised within leasehold and resumed areas.
056. When will the leased land revert to the Crown ? In 191S.
443. What country is affected by the statement made by Ur, Burt on the 12th August, 1896? It
appears to embrace country some short distance south from Condobolin, and follows apparently parallel 
with the dotted line on the map, some of it going from Condobolin towards Menindie. ^
444. What information do yon bring to the Committee ? I can inform the Committee how tho land is 
held north from the Lachlan, pretty well as far as Mount Hope. On the southern side I can show the
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Committee how most of the hmd is held from Condobolin and from Lake Cudgellico to Hillston, from G.H.S.King. 
Hillston to Wyalong, from Wyalong to Grenfell, from Grenfell to Koorawatha, and all tho country 
lying between those three mentioned places and the Lachlan, and also some of the land to the south. But 3 SePt''i 1897. 
my investigations have not led me as far as Temora; 1 will furnish that subsequently. ] might mention, 
witli regard to the settlement leases in the Condobolin and Hillston land districts, that as far as I can 
ascertain in the Hillston land district, an area of 76,500 acres 1ms been put up, and wo have had 
applications for 14,400 acres out of that. With regard to the classified areas in the Condobolin district, 
we have made available L30.G00 acres, and out of that OS,200 acres have been selected.
445. What is the total area on tho south side of the river Lachlan in the Condobolin and Hillston land 
districts? 1 will look into the matter, and sav as closely as J can the amount of Crown land "which is 
likely to be affected by any railway going west fiom Koorawatha towards Hillston.
446. Where docs the broad red band on the map, shown as the line from Condobolin to Euabalong, enter
the western district ? Some distance up the Lachlan from Euabalong, at a place uhich, I think, is locally 
known as Tugong. '
417. How is that land held ? The laud in the Western Division on the north side of the Lachlan is held
under pastoral lease and occupation license. i
448. Ilmv long arc the leases for? The lenses in the Western Division expire about 1918.
449. And the occupation licenses ? They are yearly licenses.
450. And can he made available at any time ? They can.
451. "What proportion of tho land in the vicinity that we are speaking of now down the Lachlan to
Tugong is finder occupation license, and how much is under ordinary lease, expiring in 1918 up past 
Euabalong? Past Euabalong a very small proportion is under occupation license. The greater portion 
of the land fronting the river is under pastoral lease. Approximately about one-fourth of the area is 
under license. '
452. Approximately one-fourth of the area is available, but the rest is under leases that expire in 1918 ?
Tes.
453. ’What are the powers of the Government in regard to leases which expire in 1918 ;—can they take 
back any of tho Land ? They have power to withdraw ouc-cighth within 10 miles of any town containing 
fifty inhabitants ; but that practically confers very little power, because the land is nearly all purchased 
near the township.
454. ^Virtually, therefore, the leases have to run right out? Tes. We have a great deal of land of a 
very inferior character about Mount Hope, and generally to the south and west of Euabalong. We have 
a very large area of unoccupied land at the present lime. Wc have not been able to place that under any 
form of profitable occupation. It is rabbit-infested, malice country. Tbe greater portion of that country 
is tenantiess, so to speak.
455. Mr. TriehnttJ] Lou see the projected line shown on the map from Condobolin to Euabalong on the 
north side of the river ;—what is the character of the country along that route ; is it not inferior? It is, 
more especially where the Western Division crosses it. It is not firsl-class land once you leave Condobolin,
406. Is it land which has been sought for for purposes of sef tlement at all? Ko, not to mv knowledge.
457. Has it been offered for sale on improvement lease ? Kofc anywhere close to the line ; a little further
back from the river it has bcon. *
458. Has it been a success ? I think there are one or two leases taken up.
459. I suppose a large amount of that land is available, though only one or two leases have been taken
up? Tes. n J
460. Ton could not speak of it as agricultural land ? Ko.
461. I suppose that the dryness and want of rainfall are greatly against it ? Tes.
462. Some of the land closer lo the river is bettor, and nearer to Condobolin ;—on tbe other side you have 
bettor land? Tes; as, for instance, Burrawaug linn, where a large area was offered the other day, and 
all sold.
463. That is between Parkes and Condobolin? Tes.
464. Between Parkes and Condobolin that portion of the Burrawang run is good land ? Tes.
465. When you get more to the west you get on to the dry, bad country? Tes.

Thomas Kennedy, Surveyor, Kailway Construction Branch, Department of Public AYorks, sworn, and
examined:—

466. Chairman.'] Tou arc a surveyor in the Kailway Construction Branch ? Yes. T. Kennedy.
467. Tell us what you know of tho country through which this line is to pass ? I explored from Temora
to Barmedman, from Barmedman to Hillston, from Hillston up to Cudgellico, and from Cudgellico round 3 Sept., 1897. 
to Wyalong, and back again to Barmedman.
468. Mr. Tricheit.] Tou have not surveyed the line from Condobolin to Euabalong ? Ko ; I have been
abont 6 miles out there, that is all. 1
469. Tou know tho country from Parkes to Condobolin ? Tes.
470. Sometime ago you made two explorations from Barmedman to Hillston, and from Barmedman to 
Wyalong, thence to Cudgellico and Hillston ? Tes,
4/1. AVe will first take the line from Barmedman to Hillston ;—will you describe the country along the 
line of route starting from Barmedman ? Starting from Barmedman it is not what you would call a fiat 
country line. There is a high hill at the first range, which has to be crossed.
472. Would it want a cutting ? Tes; there are five ranges like that to be crossed on that line. It is not 
a particularly easy line to construct.
4/3. AVould this be a deep cutting or a tunnel? Kothing more than a cutting of 15 or 20 feet. There 
would not be any tunnel.
474. These occur at intervals along the line ? Tes.
475. Are there any creeks to bo crossed ? Ko. On the whole line there is hardly anything to call a 
creek. Tou are running pretty nearly on the top of the Dividing Range, between the Murrumbidgee and 
the Lachlan, and there arc hardly any water-courses to cross.
476. Did you ascertain what would be about the ruling grade on the line ? The survey was laid down as
1 in 50 in my report, I suggested amendments on that to reduce it to 1 in 100. “ - ■

‘ ■ 477.
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I. Kennedy. 477. Then it is a line which is capable of being reduced to a grade of 1 in ICO ? Tes; but it will not be 
_ ■—-'-'■-“■v a light line at that.
a Sept., 1897.4,73 It will be more expensive than aline from Parkes to Condobolin? Tes. _

479. Do yon remember what was suggested as the amount that it would cost? INo. "We can only speak 
as to grades; we have very little to do with estimates.
4S0. Could yon give us any idea as to what it would cost per mile ? It would be very hard to do that 
without any survey. It would cost a considerable amount in earthworks. _ _
481. AVoufd the natural formation be sufficient there for forming a Hue? Yes ; it is all good soil. It is 
only in between the ranges that the line would be forming. It is only at the ranges that cuttings would 
occur.
482. "What is the character of the country between those two places ? It is all splendid country ; mostly
pine country. ,
483. Red soil ? Tes. About half-way I used to see a couple of hundred acres with only a couple of pine 
trees on it.
484. Is it perfectly suitable for agriculture? Tes ; nearly the whole of if, except just round the ranges ; 
that is gravelly.
4S5. How would it be off for water ? About half-way they have an underground supply. They were 
pumping it up to the station. The water was never known to fail, H is rather brackish, but they use it.
486. Settlers would have to provide tanks or wells ? Yes. _
487. Did you see any cultivation along the route ? Except at Barmedman, I do not think there arc any
settlers along the line. It is all leasehold. _ _ ,
488. On the other line, from Barmedman to AYyalong, and Wyalong to Cudgellico, what is the land like?
It is a much better class of country tbere. It is more settled down to Humbug Creek, which commences 
near Wyalong, and runs down to the Tiachlan. All down there it is good soil, and it is pretty well settled, 
and, again, just under the hills there is a still better class of soil. ^ _
489. Are there wheat crops ? I saw wheat crops half-way between Wyalong and Cudgellico.
490. The rest of the country is occupied by graziers ? Yes,
491. As regards water supply along that line of route, would it he the same as from Barmedman ? Tes ; 
there is only a dry creek.
492. In what respect is the soil better than on the other route,—is the country less scrubby ? There are 
fewer ranges; You get the myall plains and the black country, which is good. Tou only get a light soil 
on the line from Barmedman to Hillston.
493. On the route from Wyalong to Cudgellico, just about Humbug Creek, there is a range of hills? 
Tes.
494. How would if do instead of going on to Lake Cudgellico, if you turned off to the left, and went from
there to Hillston, Hillston being the objective point? I do not know the exact country, but I should say 
that there would not be much difficulty in getting a line to compare with this line. _ _ _
495. Tou have not made a survey of it, hut take it as it looks on the map? 1 should say that it is feasible
to go that way. _
496. It seems a more direct route than going to Cudgellico and then to Hillston ? Tes.
497. In your investigations in that part of the country, did you not ascertain that Hillston seems to be a
desirable point to be reached by railway? Yes. ^
498. And with ihat view you made these two distinct surveys to Hillston ? Tes. _
499. What was the object then of going up to Lake Cudgellico first from Wyalong—it seems such a very
round-about route? That was an alternative proposal to go round by Lake Cudgellico—the country being 
much easier. The route from Wyalong to Cudgellico and Hillston has been surveyed, and they have got a 
grade of 1 in 100. ^ _
500. Tou said that the line from Barmedman to Hillston could not he regarded as a light line. Would
a line from Wyalong to Cudgellico and Hillston bo so regarded ? Yes, that could be constructed as a 
cheap Hue. ^ _

■ 501. Then it is owing not to the different formation of the soil but the absence of those five or six ranges
that intervene between Barmedman and Hillston ? Yes. _
502. I suppose that between Cudgellico and Hillston you pretty well traverse the river bank? Tou have
to do that to get round the point where the Willanthra weir is,—where the Biliabong runs in. There is a 
high range which comes right down on to the river. You get round the end, then a direct line is taken on 
to Hillston. _
503. Do you remember, when you sent in your report, whether you reported that one line was preferable 
to the other? I reported that the Cudgeliico line was preferable to the other.
504. That is from an engineering point of view? Tes. _
505. Do you remember any special portion of the line that would be more expensive than other parts? 
At this range, about half way between Wyalong and Cudgellico, there is one difficult point, but I believe 
it has been overcome.
50G. Mr. Wright.At the Dundoo Hills ? Close to there.
507. Mr. Trickett.] What would be the difficulty tbere ? A rise (getting over the water-shed) from
Humbug Creek. _ _ _
508. How would you get a grade of I in 100 there ? They' get 1 in 100 with the survey skirting tho hills.
Then just out of Cudgellico, towards Hillston 6 or 7 miles, another range is crossed. But 1 in 100 was 
got there with a very slight cutting. _
509. Would there be any extensive creek to cross ? Between Cudgellico and the Willanthra weir there
is Mountain Creek carrying a good deal of water, but it is dry except at flood time. It is between 
Willandra and Cudgellico. _
510. Do you remember whether an estimate was made of the probable cost of these two lines ? I could 
not say. Of a line from Wyalong to Cudgellico and Hillston, I do not think an estimate has been made. 
At the Gap, near Hillston, there is a better class of country than the first portion of the direct line from 
Barmedman to Hillston.
511. Is it a character of country, which with railway communication, you think would be likely to be 
occupied by settlers ? Tes, it would all be taken up for agricultural purposes. At nearly all those places 
I saw cultivation. The squatters had out-stations, and-I saw wheat grown of a very good quality.

512.
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512. Do you Itnow the country to the east of Wyalong towards Grenfell? No, I have not been over that T. Kenned)',
country at all. • /—%
513. Or Young? No. 3 Sept, 1897.
514. Do you know the class of country between Parkes and Condobolin ? Yes.
515. How does that country compare with the country between Wyalong, and Cudgellico, and Hillston ?
It would be about the same class of country as that between Parkes, and Bogan Gate, and Trundle. 
olG, The Trundle country is a fine class of country for agricultural purposes ? Yes,
517. Was it not your observation that, round to Labe Cudgellico, settlement bad retrograded rather than 
advanced ? Yes, that was on account of the rabbits. But for all that there is a good deal of land that 
could be cultivated and irrigated from the arms ot the Lake. .All that land is thickly infested with rabbits.
They would hardly get out of the way of the trap when we were driving along.
518. Then I understand that you look upon either of these routes as very fair, but that the easier one along 
which to construct a line would he tho one via Wyalong, and Cudgellico to Hillston ? Yes. It has 
proved easier from the survey. Wo have surveys of each of the lines. The cost could be estimated.
519. If we were to ask Mr. Deane could be get on estimate made of the probable cost of these two lines ?
He has the information, .
520. You recommended the northern line via Lake Cudgellico because it was easier of construction ? Yes.
521. And you think that along both routes agricultural settlement would take place if the railway were 
constructed, hut you believe that the laud on the northern route via Cudgellico is the better class of 
country ? Yes, it is.
522. Could you give any rough idea of the distance of the two routes from Barmedman, Wyalong, Cud
gellico, and Hillston ? No, I could not state exactly from memory. Prom Barmedman to Hillston is 
about 150 miles; from Barmedman via Cudgellico to Hillston is about 105 miles; it is 15 miles longer.
523. Is that all ? 1 es, that is as the surveys stand at present. If the line from Barmedman to Hillston 
was worked up to a grade of 1 in 100, it would increase the length by about 5 miles, so that the actual 
difference would only he about 12 or 13 miles.
524. Mr. Wright.'] Are you satisfied that there are sufficient waterways left on the line between Bogan 
Gate and Condobolin ? Yes.
525. Have you had any heavy rains since you have been there ? Yes, and in no ease has the water been 
over the line.
520. What has been the greatest rainfall ? Three inches.
027. And the line was not covered then ? No ; it was not covered anywhere, and the openings were not 
complete. If proper waterways had been in, the tvater would have drained oft'much better.
528. You are not ballasting it at all? No.
529. I havo a local paper, in which it is slated that the first time tbev have 3 inches of rain a great deal of 
the line would disappear? Well, wc have bad 3 inches of rain, and nothing has happened, except in a 
few places where tho lino was a little soft. The water came right up to the bank; but that has been 
remedied'.
530. The surface has been raised? No ; it did not interfere with the surface at all.
531. You are satisfied from your knowledge that the lino will, be all that is required in wet weather ? Of 
course, in very heavy rains the lino is bound to be a little soft in places, but nothing to interfere with the 
traffic. '
532. Will the line he submerged ? Never.
533. You think that the water-ways and the drainage provided will he sufficient to prevent that ? I think 
it is ample.
534. You surveyed that line, from Wyalong to Hillston, via the Lake ? I explored it.
535. That is the only exploration which has been made? It has bcon surveyed since.
53G. Has a good grade been obtained ? A grade of 1 in 100.
537. What kind of country is it 10 or 15 miles west of Wyalong ? Close to Wyalong it is stony.
538. Por many miles? Por 3 or 4 miles. Then you get on to the fall to the Humbug Creek, where the 
country begins to improve.
539. Then you get into the hlackwattle scrub ? Into belar, pine, and myall country.
540. Is it all good as far as the Dundoo Hills? Yes; all the land is good from 4 miles from Wvalotg to
Cudgellico. ”

_541. The lower line you have not explored? Yes ; I have from Barmedman to Hillston.
542. Along there there is little good land until you get to Hillston ? Seven or 8 miles from Barmedman 
it is not good, but from there it is splendid land right through.
543. By the southern route ? Yes; but it is cut up more on account of the ranges going through it.
There is not the extent of it that there is on the northern route.
544. All those spurs of the scrubby mountains are poor land ? It is not good for agriculture.
545. Mr. Clarke.] Are you well acquainted with the line from Condobolin to Euabalong? I have not 
been over that line.
540. You do not know the nature of the country so well as the nature of that which you have been 
describing ? I have not been over it; it must he an easy line to construct on account of going down the 
river.
547. The country you have just described is all more or less good agricultural country? Yes. It is all 
what is known as pine forest country—good wheat land.
548. And it is country, I suppose, in which tho construction of a line would not be very expensive ? No.
Of course a line to Wyalong, Barmedman, Cudgellico, and Hillston, would not be a very expensive one ; it 
would be a light line.
549. I suppose there is no cultivation going on there at present? Only small patches just round about 
the homesteads.
550. Simply because there is no means of communication with a market ? Yes.
551. Then you consider that a railway would he advisable along whichever route is found most suitable?
I think the land would be taken up and cultivated if there was a railway there.
552. I suppose that the land at tbe present time is in the hands of the lessees ? Yes; the greater portion of it.
553. If it were thrown open you think it would he readily taken up ? 1 think it would.
554. I think you said that the rainfall was a fair one ? I have no information about the rainfall.
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T. Kennedy. 555, Mr. Rolerts] Have you ever been to Mount Hope? Ko; I have not been further west than- 
Hillston. .

3 ^ept,, 1897. gtjg_ Then you cannot give us information about tbe mining reserves of that district ? Ko.
557. Tou have never been to the northern side of the Lachlan ? Not west of Condobolin.
•558. Do you care to express an opinion as to the proposed line, or whether it would be better to reach 
Hillston by some other route than the one proposed ? I could not say.
559. Chairman,'] "What is your opinion of a line from Temora to "Wyalong with regard to agricultural 
settlement ? The land between Temora and Barmedman is all good agricultural land.
5G0. And from Barmedman to Wyalong ? Tes, with the exception of a few miles close to Wyalong.
5G1. Tou consider that from Temora to Wyalong is a fairly good area of land? Ido; it is box and 
pine country.
502. Tou notice that there is an area coloured blue on the map showing south from Forbes to Condobolin, 
then coming round to Hillston. and embracing land towards Wyalong and Grenfell, a great deal of which 
land, although broken in places, appeal's to bo suitable for the growth of cereals—from your knowledge 
of the country does that appear to be fairly accurate ? From my knowledge of it. west of Wyalong, 
it does.

' 563. Tou know nothing of the area from Gunbar down to Carrathool? Ko.
564. Tou think Cudgellico a pretty good district ? Tes.
565. If you could get through that gap, and could go west direct to Hillston, it would be tho best thing to 
do ? Tes.
5G6. But you say that you can work down on to the line shown as tho direct line from Barmedman to 
Hillston ? Tes, that line has been picked out as the best way to get through the country.
567. Do you think it would not have been possible instead of coming south to go north? I could not say.

TUESDAY, 1 SEPTEMBER, 1S97.

present:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chaiejian).

The lion. Friidehicic TuoiiAS Humpuicry. 
The Hon. James Hoskins. .
The Hon. Charles James Koberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O'Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Began, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered tho proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

■ George Henry Greene, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined :—
G.II, Greene, 563. Chairman.] Tou are the Representative of Grenfell in the Legislative Assembly? I am.

Esq., JI.P. 569. ilfr. Clarhei] Have you any statement to make? I have no statement in writing, but I should be 
v —n very happy to answer any question which may be put to me.

7 Srpt,.. 1897.570. Ton do not wish to make any statement of your views except in answer to questions ? I am hardly 
prepared to make a statement until I know the exact point which has to he illustrated. At .present I 
really do not know what is before the Committee. '
571. It is the consideration of the proposed line of railway from Condobolin to Euabalong, as marked on 
the plan? Tes; I know the locality,
572. Tou havo been long resident in that neighbourhood? Tes ; for nearly twenty years.
573. Have you a good knowledge of the country? Tes. .
574. What is your opinion of the proposal to carry that railway from Condobolin to Euabalong ? I am 
decidedly unfavourable to the carrying of that lino from Condobolin to Euabalong, because I think there is 
a very much better line which is being surveyed now which would answer all possible purposes better than 
the prolongation of tho line from Condobolin to Euabalong, and which would open up an altogether fresh 
held of rich agricultural land, and would be the easiest and shortest way of reaching Hillston, which I 
conceive to he about the most westerly point at which cultivation could be profitably carried on.
575. Would you describe to the Committee tho route which you approve of ? The route which I approve 
of is that starting from the Harden and Blayney line, leaving at Koorawatha, and proceeding thence 
westerly to Grenfell, from Grenfell on to Wyalong, and from Wyalong to Hillston,
576. That line would not touch Temora, would it? No.
577. Is the country fo which you refer thickly settled ? A portion of it is thickly settled, find on the rest 
the population is increasing very rapidly.
578. Tou say the line should commence at Koorawatha? Tes.
579. What would be your next section ? \rou wish me to describe the line from Koorawatha to Grenfell ?
580. Yes ? It passes through what I consider the best wheat-growing country in New South Wales, or 
what is equal to the best. The whole way from Koorawatha to Grenfell the country has been making 
most enormous strides in the way of acquiring a larger population, and an enormous extent of improve
ment in the way of clearing for cultivation. Where there were only, we will say, ten men employed live 
years ago, there is work now found on properties which are being transformed into huge farms for at 
least 100 men. The work has been increased, I say without fear of contradiction, over tenfold, and the 
production has increased at an even greater ratio.
581. Have you any statistics ? 1 can only give the statistics of three properties which are almost
adjoining. The others would he so very numerous and in such small areas that it would take time to 
compile the statistics in respect to them, but those statistics can bo very easily furnished.
582. Tou might furnish the Committee with those statistics at a future time? I should be happy to do 
that. 1 believe that they are at this moment in readiness, but they are not in my possession.
583. Are those farms worked on shares, or how ? On the large properties they are nearly, all worked on 
the,share system. The owner of the property clears the land thoroughly, does what fencing is necessary,.

■' assists
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assists the farmer pecuniarily in many ways, and in. getting machinery, and then the produce is equally 
divided in the field.
554. Mr. Hoskins.'] "Where do they sell the wheat? It has been nearly all sold locally, at Young, 
Bathurst, and Goulbnrn, but chiefly in Young.
nS5. Mr. Clarke.] The farmers have to cart the wheat a considerable distance to the railway station ? 
Yes ; that is the great difficulty we are labouring under. Wc can only cultivate within a certain distance 
of the. railway, otherwise tbe waggon carriage kills the profit. .
5SG. If there were railway communication to any point near the land, is it likely that in the course of time 
that land would he cut up into smaller farms and sold to settlers ? It is certain that it would be so—in 
fact, 1 should be prepared myself to part with a large amount, more than half of my bolding, to the men 
who are at present cultivating it.
5S7. Would that be the case with other properties which are now under the share systom? I have not 
the least doubt that that is the course which would he adopted.
555. Then the land if sold in that way would conduce to larger settlement and increase the population r 
Certainly.

G. II. Greene, 
Esq., M.P.

T Sept., Lh!)7.

58ft. The groat drawback is want of communication by railway ? Yes ; that limits and is the only limit to 
the production of wheat and other cereals in that district.
500. Is the rainfall sufficient in ordinary seasons for carrying on farming ? I think it is quite so. Our 
average rainfall is about 28 inches—that is taken from observations extending over from twenty-one to 
twenty-five years.
-591. 1 presume that there are times when, as in other parts of tbe colonics, there is dry weather in that 
district, and a failure of the crops? Yes, we have bad droughts; but wo certainly suffer much less than 
they do further out west and north.
502. Would there be any other description of produce, such as wool, that would come to the railway as 
you have described there ? A very large amount of traffic wot. Id be given to the railway, chiefly in fat stock 
and crossbred lambs. I myself sold every crossbred lamb I bad last year, and sent them to Sydney, with 
very good results. I am prepared to state that there is scarcely an assignable limit to the work that I 
could carry on profitably on my own estate, if we had railway communication close enough. On different 
Occasions statements have been made to Ministers with regard to what probably would be done in the 
district in the way of enlarging farming operations, improvements, and clearing, and 1 have now to say 
that those promises have not only been fulfilled, but a groat deal more has been done in that direction 
than even those who made the promises ever contemplated, and that a greater impetus was given to this 
work by tbe Minister for Works last year, at Grenfell, whe?i he promised to submit the Koorawatha— 
Grenfell line to Parliament. Thousands of acres have been cleared since.
593. But the Minister has not done so up to the present ? The trial survey is not complete, but on the 
faith of that promise we are working, and hundreds of men can be seen now at work in all the operations 
attendant upon clearing. Of course farming is practically all over for this season, and tho crops are all 
in, but there is a very large amount of clearing being done in every place which is within reach of the 
railway.
594. Bo you know the nature of the country from Condobolin to Euabalong, both north and south of the 
proposed line? I know it in the way in which people used to know it before they looked so closely into 
the value of the land for agricultural purposes, and, to my mind, it is in every respect inferior, both as 
regards rainfall and being subject to severe periodical droughts, when nearly all the stock arc lost. I can 
see nothing to warrant the construction of a line from Condobolin to Euabalong.
595. The chief articles to be shipped there would be wool? Yes, and, I should think, very little else. 
500. Tho railway will soon be completed to Condobolin, and if there is any land fit for agricultural 
purposes in that district, would not the produce go to Condobolin ? Yes, within any reasonable distance 
which it would pay the farmers to cart. Condobolin terminus would suit them fairly well. But I think 
that when you gel. 10 or 12 miles beyond Condobolin the rest; of the country, with the exception of small 
frontages, would be very poor land for cultivation. 1 do not think that farmers could make a living 
out of it.
597. The Bailway Commissioners say tbere would be a loss on the line of something like £3,S00 a year ;—• 
do you think there would he any probability of that loss being reduced if the extension were carried out ? 
I do not think it would be remunerative or pay working expenses for a large number of years.
598. 'Then the only justification for making this line would be to take it towards Broken Hill? Yes; 
that is the only object which J can see—viz., going out west.
599. You are of opinion that the proposed line would not pay ? I am sure it would not.
600. And that it would not be as suitable for tbe general public as the line which you have sketched
out in your evidence ? I think not. I think that line would pass through infinitely better agricultural 
land. ‘
601. Mr. Lee,.] Mould you be good enough to tell ns abont the locality of tbe suitable land for wheat
growing, starting (say) from Koorawatha, on the track Ihr.t you have indicated ? The whole of that 
land is good, and it could be scon by anyone who takes the trouble to ride over the route.
602. You are of opinion that the greater part of it is suitable for wheat-growing? Kincty-ninc one- 
hundredths of it is. There is none of it unsuitable, except, possibly, some small stony spurs.
603. Is there any Crown land there ? I do not think tbere is any Crown land between Koorawatha and 
Grenfell, except possibly some small reserves. Of-late years all tbe Crown land has been alienated to 
small holders who are on their land, and who are prepared to clear it and go in for farming as soon as a 
railway is brought within such a distance that they can convey their produce to it.
GOT. What is the mileage from Koorawatha to Grenfell ? I think it is about 34 miles by the line as 
surveyed. ■
605. What are the prospects of agriculture round about Grenfell? Immediately about Grenfell the 
country is a little bit rugged, but on the eastern side the agricultural country is sufficiently close to 
Grenfell on tho route between Koorawatha and Grenfell.
606. Will you describe the country towards Wyalong ? The line leaving Grenfell would pass over one
barren spur, and that is tbe only barren place that it would pass over, and having passed that, which-can 
be negotiated at a grade of 1 in 75, all the rest of tbe lard to the Bland plains is held by farmers, a 
well-to-do class of men who are living on their own lijnd. The whole of the land on the north side of 
the Weddin Mountain is suitable for cultivation. 607.
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G07. Do farmers from Bland Creek cultivate wheat ? The Bland plains I do not consider would be 
suitable for cultivation, but they are amongst our richest pastoral lands, and interspersed with it are 
considerable areas of timber land which are fit for cultivation. Tou can lay down, as a rule, that timber 
land is fit for cultivation.
608. As you approach Wyalong you get into the mallee country? Tes. I have seen mallee land which 
I consider of an extremely superior class. I had considerable experience of the mallee country in Victoria, 
and the large area that Mr. Lasceiles has been cultivating, but I have not seen any mallee land there us. 
rich as this mallee on tho east of Wyalong.
G09. Could it be brought under cultivation ? Without a shadow of a doubt.
G10. Profitably? Tes, because there is a large local population there.
611. Are the capabilities of tbe soil such that it can be used for wheat-growing ? Xot all of it. There 
is some mallee country which is very poor.
612. I want to find out the limits of the wheat-growing country there ;—could you give it from there to 
Hillston, showing where you get out of the wheat-growing country ? I think we might look upon the 
whole of the country as far as Hillston, which is the limit in a westerly direction, as wheat-growing 
country—that is, where wheat can be grown with tolerable certainty.
613. I suppose the bulk would be produced somewhere between Wyalong and ICoorawatba ? Tes.
614. At present I suppose the wheat grown in the neighbourhood of Grenfell has to bo carted to Toung ? 
They have a mill at Grenfell.
615. That would be only for local requirements. If all that land were brought under cultivation it would 
become a necessity to export a large quantity of wheat? Tot the least doubt of it.
616. Therefore, tbe consuming power would not be in comparison with the producing power of the district ? 
Oh no, wc should soon outstrip local consumption.
617. Can they send their wheat by dray from Grenfell to tbe nearest railway and dispose of it at a price 
that will leave them a reasonable profit? Hardly in ordinary seasons.
618. What would be the carriage from Grenfell to the Western railway? It would have to go to Koora
watha or to Cowra, a distance of 31 or 35 miles.
619. What would be the rate per ton or per bushel ? I think it would be about 41-d. or 5d. a bushel.
620. That would be equal to about 16s. Sd. a ton ? That is a very low rate for carriage.
621. If grain can be carried in other parts of the country 26 miles for 2s. Gd. per ton, and if this line were 
made by way of Grenfell and for 31 miles 5s. a ton were charged, would that act as an inducement to the 
increase of agriculture? Tes, if it were reduced as yon say.
622. If there were a railway and the carriage from Grenfell was 5s. a ton, would not that bo considered a 
very low and satisfactory rate ? 1 think it would be very satisfactory.
623. Would it admit of wheat being grown in the district and sent away by that means? Tes, no doubt.
624. At present you are paying 16s. Sd. a ton ? Tes, it would make the difference between the practical 
abandonment of agriculture and an enormous output,
625. What other portion of that district is largely used or could be largely used for wheat-growing ?
Koarly the whole of the country that does not lie so far north and south of tho line as to make the carriage 
too heavy. The railway would cause a large cultivation on each side of the line for a very considerable 
distance. "
626. Is the land of such a character that it will admit of large areas being cultivated? Tes, 
unquestionably.
627. It is not too heavily timbered? We do not use any land for cultivation except the timbered land. 
We soon clear it. It is country that could be cleared cheaply,
G27-5-. If the railway were taken across from the point you mention, towards Hillston, do you think it would 
capture a certain proportion of the wool traffic which it is estimated would go by the Euabalong line ? 
It would take it nearly all. It would capture, I imagine, the whole of the trade which the extension to 
Euabalong would carry,
628. In that respect yon think it would have precisely the same effect? I think it would serve the 
purpose of giving access from the southern districts to the market, quite as well as, or better than, the 
extension to Euabalong.
629. One of these routes is on one side of the river and the other route on the other ? They are both on tho 
river. Of course the produce would go to the nearest station. If the extension went from Wyalong to 
Hillston the produce would go by Hillston. That nearer Condobolin would of course go to Condobolin 
if there were no railway at all.
630. Briefly summarised, your argument is that if a line were made from Condobolin to Euabalong it will 
have to he dependent entirely on wool traffic from that district and goods going to that district ? Tes.
631. But if it were taken from Koorawatha vta Grenfell and Wyalong to Hillston it would open up a 
very large wheat-growing country, a country which is already producing large quantities, and which can 
be made capable of growing still larger quantities, and it would obtain the wool from the western country 
quite as well as tho Euabalong line ? Tes. that is exactly my argument.
632. Therefore you argue that in the interests of the conntr}', a line of that character would serve a far 
better purpose although longer than the proposed line from Condobolin to Euabalong ? I have no doubt 
whatever of that.
633. I suppose you hold that whether the Euabaloug extension is made or not, sooner or later there will- 
have to be an extension to Grenfell and that country? Certainly. I do not think the claims of that 
district could be resisted.
63-1. The people are there and the produce is there, and those are the attractions for a railway? Tes, 
our work is to be seen.
635. Therefore you say that that is the proper way to take the line, and that it would open up a large- 
area of country which is waiting to be served ? Tes.
630. Mr. Wright.'] Do I understand you to say that you are familiar with the Lachlan country? I was- 
some years ago ; I have not been there for some years,
637. When you travelled through that country I presume that you travelled with your eyes open? Tes.
638. Are you aware that it is said to be very rich all the way from Forbes to Euabalong? For about 10 
miles down the river from Condobolin there is some good land on the frontage, but I should not look 
upon it as an agricultural district like the country between Wyalong and Hillston.

639.



643

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—RAILWAY FROM CONDOBOLIN TO EUABALONG. 25

639. la it not all red soil back from the river? There is a great deal of plain country that dries up very G--
much, and some forest. But I do not look upon it as the same class of country for agriculture as the E^-’ ■ ■
country further south. ^ ScBt*~l807
640. By reason of its less rainfall ? Less rainfall and the nature of the soil. Things seem to bum up
and wither there in a way in which they do not in the forest country. .
641. Do you know the south side of the river ? Tes, fairly well.
642. Have you crossed the country from Condobolin to Lake Cudgellico ? I have not been there for ten
or twelve years. . '
643. What class of country is that ? There is some fine country about Lake Cudgellico, but I under
stand that of late years it has become overgrown with fine scrub.
644. Is there not some good land about Bygallorie V There is some very fine land there.
645. All that country from the Dundoo Ranges is fairly good country? Tes,there is some good country 
there.
646. That is where the line would cross from ’Wyalong, is it not? It is already surveyed.
647. The route is through Wyalong, Bygallorie, and the Dundoo Hills ? Yes, so I understand.
648. What is the distance by road from Cowra to Grenfell, and from Toung to Grenfell ? Prom Cowra 
to Grenfell is about 35 miles. I think the distance from Young to Grenfell is about 32 miles.
649. You say it is 34 miles from Koorawatha to Grenfell? Yes, by the line as at present surveyed.
650. If you look at tho map you will see that Grenfell, Cowra, and V oung form three points of a triangle ?
Yes.
651. It must be less than 34 miles to Koorawatha ? Yes ; the railway line has been made to accommo
date itself to the levels. If a railway line were constructed from Cowra to Grenfell it would be much 
longer than the mark on tho map indicates.
652. Suppose there is a railway to be made through Grenfell, what amount of mountainous country 
would it have to go through? Scarcely any to speak of. _

■ 653. Would there be 5 or G miles of it? I do not think so. But that is a matter about which absolute 
evidence can be given by the surveyor.
654. Does that go through the Eualdrie run ? No ; that is to the west of the line several miles west or 
south-west of Grenfell,
655. Where does the survey come down to Bland country ? Through Gibson's run, about 8 miles south 
of Marsden.
656. And it would cross at Marsden ? No. It crosses the Bland, considerably south of Marsden.
657. It crosses the Bland somewhere near Chisholm’s property ? I suppose it would be to the north of 
Chisholm's property and it would go partly through the Oakhurst property.
658. Do you consider the Bland country suitable for wheat? Not the plain country.
659. What width is the plain country ? I can scarcely say. The plains are irregular in shape and the
timber juts in in places in long points.
660. Would it be 20 miles across ? No, nothing approaching to that; perhaps about 5 or 6 miles.
661. How far is it from the Bland to the Weddin Mountains ? I think it would be nearly 20 miles.
662. And about half that country is plain country is it not ? No. not half.
663. Going west from the Bland what is the country immediately round Wyalong? It is chiefly mallee. '
664. You are aware that there is a •considcrahlo extent of stone ridges in the neighbourhood of Wyalong?
There is no doubt that about Wyalong there is some very poor, barren country. '
605. About Hiawatha is very poor country ? There is a great deal of good agricultural land when it is 
cleared of the scrub and timber.
666. After you leave Wollongough yon have practically good land all the way to the lake and from the 
lake to Hillston ? Yes. I think so.
6G7. Looking at this line from a productive point of view you are of opinion that a large area of country 
and a better area would be served by connecting Koorawatha and Hillston than by any other route taking ■
Hillston as the objective point ? Yes.
668. You think the country should be traversed between the Lachlan and the Murrumbidgee in the '
direction which you have indicated to serve a larger area of country and better country than on any other 
projected route ? Yes.
669. Do you know the country from Temora to Wyalong ? Yes,
670. A lino along there would serve a good stretch of country ? Yes ; there is some very fair country
there, ■
671. Picking up your route at Wyalong and connecting it at Temora instead of going through to Grenfell ?
Yes.
672. But that would have the objection that the land round Grenfell umuld be still isolated? Yes.
673. Do you think that Koorawatha is the best point of departure ? I think so. It is the only possible 
point, from an engineering point of view, that can be got between Young and Cowra.
674. What difficulty is there about running a railway from Cowra to Grenfell ? There is the Broula
Range, which, at the lowest point, is abont 800 feet bigb. ,
675. You think that Koorawatha is the best point of departure inasmuch as it is nearly the most direct 
route, and has the easiest grades ? Unquestionably.
676. But the quality of the country is pretty much the same ? The country about Koorawatha is 
unquestionably the best between Young and Cowra.
677. Mr, Hassall^] With regard to the country lying west from Koorawatha, via Grenfell and Wyalong to 
Hillston, how is it watered ? Tbe water in the neighbourhood of Koorawatha is very good. There'’are 
some natural springs between there and Grenfell, but the country is naturally very poorly watered ; but 
it is now practically secure by a- great number of tanks and dams. Grenfell has its own supply, which is 
just fairly good.
678. Where does that supply come from ? Wells and springs which do not run over the ground, hut are
easily tapped. At Bogalong, 6 miles out of Grenfell, there is a permanently running creek, but only 
very small, rising from a spring. Prom that to the Bland there are some small creeks which appear to 
answer all that is required, but there is no large stream of any kind. ■
679. Is the Bland Creek permanent ? It is permanent in places. There are some water-holes close to.
Lake Cowal never, I believe, known to fail.
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^ep e’ ^rora Wyalong to Hillston there would only be an artificial water supply P I think that is all; it is 
^ _i' ' a dry country.

7 Sept. 18D7 1 r!ll1Ke shown on the map between Koorawatha and Grenfell;—is there any difficulty in getting
’ over that ? It has been got over. The line is surveyed for a distance considerably beyond Grenfell, and

tbe steepest grade is only 1 in 75.
682. Mr. liolerts.] Do you reside in the neighbourhood of Grenfell ? Tes ; at Jandra.
683. Would that be on the road to ToungP Ko; it is about S miles east of the direct road from 
Grenfell to Toung.
684. Have you any land under cultivation? Tes.
GS5. How many acres ? About 1.2,000 acres under cultivation tins year ; only about f),300 under wheat, 
the rest is under lucerne.
686. What is the extent of your property altogether? About 31,000 acres.
6S7. Is that all freehold ? It can all be made freehold. About half of it is freehold, and the rest is 
conditional purchase and conditional lease lands.
688. Have the returns from the laud under cultivation realised your expectations? Quite ; if we had had 
rain early enough this season I could have disposed of 13,000 acres ou the share system.
6S9. Is that system largely in operation in the Grenfell district? Tes ; amongst those who have largo areas.
690. And has it worked with advantage to both landowners and agriculturists? Tes, it has given very 
great satisfaction ; but I may mention that the only large holdings in that neighbourhood are Worrangong 
(Mr. Suttor), landra (my own), and Brundab (belonging to Mr. Wood), 1 should also mention that we 
are still going on with clearing, and on those three properties I think there are now about 33,000 acres 
cleared fit for the plough.
601. Tou think that if Grenfell had the advantage of railway communication a great impetus w'ould he 
given to farming ? A very great impetus ; even the idea of a strong probability of our getting the line 
has put increased zest into the work which is going on now.
692. I should like your opinion on the three different routes for tapping Grenfell: according to tho map 
which you see before you Grenfell could bo reached by the construction of a line from Toung, by a line 
from Koorawatha, or by a lino from Cowra ;—which in the interests of the country would you recommend ? 
Unquestionably Koorawatha; the route from Cowra is simply impossible.
693. Bor what reason ? On account of the range of bills and because tbe distance would be very much 
greater than by Koorawatha, The route was inspected by Mr. Jamieson, who was sent up by the Works 
Department, and it was at once abandoned, the cost being absolutely prohibitive.
694. What would bo the grade on that line ? I do not think the Department would sanction a grade 
steeper than I in 75, but it would have involved going a distance of some miles round to get it. There is 
a range which has to be crossed and, where the gap is, the road is 800 feet high.
695. The mountainous character of the country renders it unsuitable ? Tes ; and besides that the land 
north of the hills shown on the map is barren country, whilst on the southern side it is all good. Prom 
Toung to Grenfell I do not think there are any engineering difficulties.

' 696. What would be the advantages of a route from Koorawatha to Grenfell, as against one from Toung 
to Grenfell? It is supposed that the country is better on the Koorawatha line. It gives the best 
approach to the Southern and Western railways, and makes a better lino than going to Grenfell and then 
turning almost at right angles to Wyalong. and it would serve more country.
697. And the distance is shorter from Koorawatha to Grenfell than from Toung to Grenfell? It is by 
road, but I do not know how it would be by tbe line because it must follow the contour of the country.
698. Is the character of the country similar in each case? Fairly similar. The land about Koorawatha 
is superior to the land about Toung. The land about Toung, although pastoral, is not fit for cultivation 
on a large scale, and the land all the way from Koorawatha to Grenfell is very good except in some isolated 
sjmts.
699. Can yon tell us anything as to the stability of Wyalong as a settled population ? I have every 
reason to believe that the population will increase, I know men who have erected very large works there 
and spent a great many thousands, and from what they show me, and from the opinion I hold of them, I 
believe there is every promise of permanency. And so far as I can see, each year the prospects from 
deeper sinking have become more indicative of permanency.
700. Has the population shown any increase during the last two years ? T do not think so. In new 
rushes there is always a nomadic class that comes at first and soon go away, but when they have left as 
in the case of Wyalong )he population may be look upon as permanent.
701. Would it be a fair thing to say that it has been stationary during the last eighteen months? Tes, I 
think so. The population is about 5,000 now.
702. With a view of reaching Hillston would you recommend a line touching at Cudgellico, or could a line 
with advantage, be taken direct from Wyalong to Hillston ? I could not give an opinion on that as it is 
some years since I went over the country, but I should very much like to see Cudgellico brought within 
the sphere of railway usefulness because there is splendid laud there.
703. Have you heard that the land towards Cudgellico, or I might say Hillston, is better country than that
from Barmedman to Hillston ? I could not say. _ I do not know the line from Barmedman to Hillston. 
I have been all over that country electioneering, but never noticed any particular route laid down for the 
railway. ■
704. From what you know of Cudgellico, you would like it to have the advantage of railway communication ?
I should. .
705. Is the land fairly fertile about there? There is some magnificent agricultural land about Lake 
Cudgellico.

. 706. Then it would be very good from Lake Cudgellico to Hillston? I do not know so much about that
piece of country.
707. Then in the interests of the country you think the line over which I ventured to take you would he 
the best way of reaching Hillston. I am perfectly certain of it, and it would serve a greater portion of 
the country, a larger population, and induce more settlement than any other line that could be made.
708. Tou are altogether opposed to the extension of the line going westward from Condobolin? I am.
709. Mr. Hoskins.'] Would not a railway constructed from Koorawatha to Grenfell cost more than the
proposed line from Condobolin to Euabalong ? I do not know.; I have no doubt that it would be a cheap 
line from Condobolin to Euabalong, but that is a matter to be decided by expert evidence. 710.
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710. Is nearly all the land between Koorawatha and Grenfell alienated from the Crown? Yes.
7.11. Are you aware that the land that would be atlected by tbe proposed railway from Condobolin to Eua-
balong is Crown land and that they would have to pay nothing for it? 1 do not think they would have to ^ ^ lgg.
pay anything for the land from Koorawatha to Grenfell. _ ’
712. Are you of opinion, from your knowledge of the people who are very anxious to have this railway
constructed, that they would be prepared to give sufficient land to enable the Government to take the rail
way from Koorawatha? Yes, I have promised my land. _
713. I know you have, but what about your neighbours? Some of them have thought that they might
be given land from unused and unnecessary roads to make up for the land taken for the railway; but I 
am certain that if the choice were given to them whether the railway should be made and they should 
give the land, or they should give no land and have no railway, they would willingly give the land to get 
the railway. _ _
714. I suppose you know that people petition to have railways made for the purpose of getting paid twice 
as much lor their land by tbe Government as other people would pay them ? I think I have got my 
constituents well in hand on that score. I knocked that out of their head. I have always scouted that 
from the beginning.
715. I suppose you know that the policy of the Government, and the opinion of Parliament and the 
people is in favour of constructing light lines of railway ? Yes.
71G. The proposed railw-ay from Condobolin to Euabalong, you know, wonld be a light line ? Yes.
717. Do you think that a light line, costing not more than £2,500 a mile, cojild he constructed from 
Koorawatha to Grenfell ? Yes. 1 am told that there will be no cuttings worth mentioning, and that tbere 
is plenty of timber and ballast in the neighbourhood.
71S. We have before us the propriety of constructing a railway from Condobolin to Euabalong, but now 
you have brought in another matter ? 1 am sure the lino which I recommend could be constructed at a
very cheap rate on account of the nature of the ground, the supply of timber, aud the ease with which the 
ballast could be got.
719. Are the majority of the farming population between Koorawatha and Grenfell persons who are
cultivating on shares? Yes ; but there are a large number of farmers irrespective of those men. _
720. Is it not the intention of the largo landowners to let their land out on the share system to get it 
cleared by cultivation, with the view of ultimately turning it into graving land? They will make use of
tho land in the way that ptays them best. If there is a demand for the land they will sell it. or a large ' 
portion of it.
v21. Does it pay better to let the land on shares, in the way you have described, than to graze stock on 
it ? It pays very much better to let it on shares.
722. I suppose you are aware that the selectors are continually complaining that the cultivation of wheat 
does not pay;—will it pay the farmers and landowners to sell wheat at 3s. a bushel ? Yes, The best 
farmers that I have are men who own land adjoining the land that they have taken from me on the half 
system. I can explain the apparent strangeness of that. Ko farming will pay under the old conditions.
A man must work on up-to-date conditions and upon largo areas. The selector who has got land that is 
timbered cannot devote the necessary capital to the clearing of that land, and ho will come to me and 
take 200, 300, 400, or 500 acres, and with my assistance he will put that into cultivation. Selectors who . 
clear 30 or 40 acres, working badly with bad implements, cannot make it pay, and they will die out. One 
man that I havo is putting in S00 acres, and last year he paid me £700 off his indebtedness to me out of 
his crops. He has been working on. the half system for four years, and is going on again.
723. Then the cultivation of wheat really does pay? It docs, with good workmen. But there are farmers 
under exactly similar conditions that I never could get to pay their store accounts, or to repay the advances 
which I made to them.
721. As a Member of the Legislature, do you think it; would he better in the interests of the country to 
construct the railway from Koorawatha to Grenfell, instead of a railway from Condobolin to Euabalong ?
I havo no doubt of it.

Percy Scarr, Principal Assistant Engineer, Koads Branch, Department of Public Works, sworn, and
' further examined:—

725. Chairman.'] You have a statement to lay before the Committee with regard to the roads in the locality P. Scarr. 
which has been specified by the Committee ? Yes; a statement of the roads on which money has been —'
expended since 1892 and tbe amounts. There is also a tracing showing the roads :— ^ Kept., 1897.

Statement showing expenditure on certain roads.

Jtcm No. 
180B-7.

iMilcag'c 

| ISfiG-T. Roads.
Amount voted. Amount expended 

from
1802 to 1S9G-7.1S92. im. ISM. 1S95. JS95-0. 1S&6-7.

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ s. d.
331 20 400 400 360 270 360 • 350 1,585 13 4
338 32 95 no 184 12 3
560 45 Hay to Gunbar ............................. 450 450 260 150 200 130 1,195 8 0
501 50 Hav to Booligal............................ t>75 675 640 400 600 475 2,6S6 14 10
563 116 Hay to Balranaid ......................... 5S0 580 500 . 300 450 375 2,380 3 5
572 105 Whitton to Cudgellico................ 2.100 2,100 • 1,800 800 1,000 825 5,945 14 0
567 66 Carrathool to Hillston................. 780 780 550 400 550 430 2,347 10 11
568 25 HiUatoa to Koto............................ 100 125 ISO 300 5 6
569 60 200 250 250 421 5 2

J90 150 200 435 6 9
564 43 Booiigal to Hillston .................... 215 215 170 120 175 150 654 6 4
505 83 Booligal to Ivanhoe ................ 425 425 380 250 400 375 1,818 1 9
363 SO Cobar to Nyngan .... *.... ........ no 100 SO 40 80 80 343 9 8
364 48 Cobar to Boutko ......................... 230 200 200 100 200 ISO 817 5 S
365 78 300 160 50 160 150 410 6 S
366 73 Cobar to Wilcannia ......... ...... 300 450 410 961 2 6
367 60 Cobar to Sandy Creek .................... ..... 80 80 80 120 355 0 0
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P. Scarr.

7 Sept., 1897. Item No. 
1890-7.

Mileage
1896-7. Roads.

Amount voted. Amount expended 
from

1892 to 1896-7.1892. 1893. im. im. 1H65-0, 1S9C-7.

£ & £ £ £ £ £ S. d.
36S 160 Cobar to Hillston ................................ 800 400 360 150 320 290 1,983 12 9
369 46 276 276 250 703 18
370 41 Nymajree to Mount Boppy ........... . 41 80 180 131 2 9
371 70 Nymngee to Melrose.......................... 250 200 50 200 ISO 523 12 3
372 20 Nymagce to Piiory ............................ 100 50 100 SO 202 IS 0

1405 150 Wilcannia to Cockburn .................. 750 200 520 100 400 380 1,758 17 3
1407 170 Wilcannia to Wanaaring ................ , 120 120 60 186 12 2
1409 227 Wilcannia to AYompah....................... 950 800 040 300 000 570 2,896 4 1
1400 125 Wilcannia to Ivanhoe ....................... 625 500 400 200 400 380 2,071 1 6
1408 270 Wilcannia to Wentworth.................. 500 500 200 300 400 380 1,578 12 8
1412 50 Tolywalka towards Cobar ........... 500 200 50 50 50 652 10 2
1410 150 Broken Hill to Cobham .................. 300 240 100 200 250 988 2 0
1411 75 Broken Hill to Menindie.................. 300 300 240 120 200 150 941 12 7
1413 so 100 50 41 0 9
1414 60 Wentworth to Smith Australian 250 200

...

160 50 50 75 35 i 15 9
Border.

287 16 Cowra to Koorawatha..................... 100 70 50 100 70 222 15 7
288 22 Cowra to Goolagong............................ 1,000 880 750 300 600 580 3,988 16 f*
289 16 Brundah towards Marengo............. 180 180 150 40 100 100 670 19 3
290 2 Grenfell to Quondong ..................... 120 120 60 20 20 10 304 15 3
291 30 Grenfell to Goolagong ....................... 300 150 120 80 160 160 845 12 1
202 21 Grenfell towards Forbes .................. 210 210 170 n0 100 102 767 3 10
322 30 Cootamundra to Temora................... 1,200 900 400 300 400 350 2,434 8 0
323 12 Cootatnundra to Stockinbiugal ... ISO 240 160 120 160 120 793 18 5
324 22 Cootamundra v,id Ironbong to 220 220 180 135 180 150 813 14 3

Bethungra.
326 34 Cootamundra to Junee...................... 170 170 160 255 340 300 1,063 14 3
323 8 Cootamundra towards Bet thong... 195 120 100 100 90 509 13 4
341 41 Temora to Wyalong........................... 825 1,950 2,050 3,533 18 1
342 35 Temora to Junee Junction ............. 350 350 2S0 210 280 200 1,271 0 10
343 22 Temora to Mindemah ..................... ...... 220 260 195 200 260 844 7 6
344 17 Wallendbcen to Stockinhingal .. 170 140 105 140 125 562 2 6
454 30 Forbes to Goolagong ....................... 600 450 360 200 450 430 1,859 8 5
455 21 Forbes to Grenfell ........................ 105 105 90 50 105 105 535 13 3
457 5(j Forbes to .South Condobolin ........ 1,120 1,120 1,400 600 1,400 1,160 6,280 16 5

1401 47 Toung to Temora ................................ 500 460 380 280 3S0 300 1,921 15 1
1462 30 Young to Grenfell................................ 930 960 700 400 700 060 3,648 7 5
1463 24 Young to Koorawatha....................... no 120 100 50 100 95 484 1 0
1465 20 Young to Jerry bang and Bum- 200 200 160 160 160 150 659 9 5

baldry.
1467 00 Young aittMorangarcll to Marsden 1 660 600 550 350 550 450 2,007 4 8
1468 45 Bogolong to Marsden ..................... 225 225 180 90 180 170 807 8 9
1472 42 Carragabel ri'n. Bimbi and Thud- 630 550 250 550 400 1,920 7 3

dungra to Clifton.
1473 50 Grenfell ria Bimbi to Williams' 200 200 100 384 4 9

Crossing
1474 10 Grenfell to Weddin Gap .................. 180 180 150 40 80 75 GOG 1 S

£ 18,895 19,255 16,250 11,047 18,616 16,735 78,201 18 5

72G. Mr. Lee.'] I suppose that on the line from Condobolin to Euabalong very little money lias been spent 
in metalling the roads ? Not a great deal.
727. It is not a country in which you can get metal is it ? I do not think there is much metal there. 
Eoad making is very expensive there.
728. Have you personal knowledge of the country across from Euabalong to Hillston, Wyalong, and 
Grenfell? I know tbe country from Lake Cowal to Grenfell, from Lake Cowal to Koorawatha, from 
Lake Cowal to Barmedman and across to Junce.
729. Can you remember where, of late years, there has been any extra demand on your Department for 
roads in the neighbourhood of Hrenfell in consequence of the increase in agriculture between Grenfell 
and Blayney and Murrumburrah ? Not a very great deal.
7:30. Which is looked upon as the proper railway depot for Grenfell ? ' Cowra ; that is by tho main road 
from Cowra to Grenfell. We spent a large amount of money upon it.
731. I suppose that in consequence of the roads being good the traffic went that way ? The roads wore 
not good till we spent money on them,
732. But it is a better road than the Koorawatha road ? Tes. .
733. Although the Koorawatha road is shorter ? It is apparently, but the saving is not very great and 
there are the Warrangnng Mountains between Koorawatha and Grenfell.
734. What is the trend of your roads going west towards the Lachlan? There is a road from Grenfell 
to Eorbes, and the road from Grenfell to Goolagong, and from Grenfell to Toung. Then there are other 
roads going out to Lake Cowal and Marsden. There is a road from Bogalong to Marsden, that is one of 
the principal roads out there.
735. I suppose that your road will not give a very clear idea as to the settlement in the localities now ? 
No.
736. Many of those roads have to be made for long distances and go from point to point with very little 
settlement between them ? That country is pretty evenly settled from Grenfell out westward, though not 
thickly populated.
737. There is an agricultural population all over it? There is a great deal of agriculture there now, but 
when you get out to Lake Cowal and Marsden it is chiefly wool.

WEDNESDAY,
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fkiscnt:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Crairaian).
Tie Hou. Eredrbick Thomas Husuphbry, 
The Hon. .Tames Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G, 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancjs Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Hail way from Condoholin to Euabalong.

diaries Hursthouse Stangcr, Out-door Superintendent, Chief Mechanical Engineer’s Branch, Department
of Railways, sworn, and examined :—

738. Chairman.'] What are you? Out-door Superintendent, Chief Mechanical Engineer’s Branch, C.H.Stangcr.
Department of Hallways. .
739. Mr. Lee.] Ton practically control the locomotive branch? Yes, the outdoor working on the 8 Sept., 1807. 
northern and western sections, not on the southern.
740. I suppose you know the grades of the southern line pretty well ? Pretty fairly.
741. There is a proposal before us to extend the line of railway from Condoholin to Euabalong;—do you 
know that country at all ? I do not.
742. You will see it on the map ? Yes. _
743. Another question arises as to whether the traffic can he served by making an extension from 
.Koorawatha on the Blayney line across to Grenfell, Wyalong, and Hillston ? Yes.
744. Could you tell us what the great difficulty is between Blayney and Cowra ? In the direction towards 
Sydney there are very heavy grades between Cowra and Blayney—grades of 1 in 40.
745. Have you got any tabulated statement ? No ; only a few notes. •
746. Will you read them so as to-give a fair idea of what information you have? I have a few notes 
which were made in anticipation of being asked questions, They show the alternative routes, I have 
shown certain train-loads through that would be the most economical for one engine. Between Condobolin. 
and Parkes a small engine will bring a load of 297 tons ; between Parkes and Molong a more powerful 
engine will bring almost the same load, 2SS tons; from Molong to Penrith, over very heavy grades, 
one of our most powerful engines will bring 297 tons. From Penrith to Sydney a small engine will bring 
33 5 tons. On the southern line from Koorawatha to Goulbnrn, one of our most powerful engines would 
bring 297 tons. An engine of lees power will bring from Goulburn to Picton 333 tons; from Pieton to 
Sydney a small engine will bring 315 tons. ]. worked that out as showing that the through loads will be 
about the same with similar engines. The ruling gradient by the western route between Condobolin and 
Parkes is 1 in 100. From Parkes to Molong, 1 in GO ; from Molong to Penrith, 1 in 40 : from Penrith to
Sydney, 1 in 80. On the southern line the ruling gradient from Koorawatha to Goulburn is 1 in 4D ; .
between Goulburn and Picton, 1 in GC ; between Picton and Sydney, 1 in 100.
747. All the gradients mentioned are those which will he against the up-traffic ? Yes, the traffic to 
Sydney, The ruling gradient of 1 in 40 is very long.
748. Have you a trial survey to Grenfell ? I do not know of anything beyond tbe lines that are opened 
or in course of construction.
749. On tbe up journey you have given the heaviest grades, but what would he the grade against the down 
traffic? Both southern and western lines have 1 in 30. The western line is a little heavier; it has 
numerous grades of 1 in 33 also.
730. If for the down grade, what would he the reduction in the load as compared with the up grade ?
On the western line the load that could he taken through would he 205 tons by tho same heavy engine 
which I spoke of. On the southern line the heaviest load that could ho taken would he about 210 tons.
751. AVhen you sayr the heaviest load, do you mean the utmost limit tho engine would be capable of 
hauling, or the quantity within the limits of safety to place behind it? Within the limits of the power 
of the engine.
752. That is its working power ? Yes; exclusive of the weight of the engine itself.
753. Is the grade from Koorawatha against the up traffic or the down traffic ? From Koorawatha to 
Blayney the grade is against the up traffic, but there is also a stiff piece of 1 in 40 against the down 
traffic after leaving Blayney.
754. Suppose it becomes a question of increasing your traffic on the wrcstern country by way of Parkes .
and Orange, or diverting a large portion of il, and bringing it in by way' of Koorawatba on the Blayney
line, and by Cowra;—which would be the most suitable line to work it from ? From my point of view, ,
which is one of convenience of working, I would rather see it come by tbe southern line, because there 
are times when we have all we can do to work the traffic on the western line.
755. It would he a question more of general traffic than of grade? Yes; at certain times in the wool 
season the western line is completely blocked about Eskbank by tbe Zigzag.
756. "What the Committee would like to know is could the increasing traffic that we are led to believe is 
becoming greater on the western line he diverted in such a way as to be brought on to the southern 
line to relieve the western line ? I would not advise taking the traffic from the western line to bring 
it round by the southern line, hut if you could take traffic midway between two lines the southern line 
would be the better way to bring it. ■
757. Would there be any advantage in bringing it down from Cowra to Blayney rather than along the
existing line from Condobolin ? No. '
758. Inasmuch as nearly all your heavy grades are against the down traffic, it would matter very little to 
the up traffic whether it continued down the main western line or a portion went by a side line ? If it 
has to join the main western line at Blayney it is immaterial whether it comes off a branch or the main 
line. The Zigzag is the trouble.
759. If it is divided it will make no difference to the western line if it is brought in above Bathurst? No.
760. If a portion of that traffic could be diverted on the southern line it would make a difference? It
would be a relief to us. 761.
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C. H. Stunger. 761. I suppose tliat on all these outside lines, where the traffic is not very heavy, you generally run them
rith sma11 en£ines ? Tea- . ,

’’ ’ As your loads become heavier nearer to the metropolis you attach more powerful engines? Tes.
763. How do you regulate the grain traffic which necessitates heavy trains? That comes principally from 
the south-western lino, and if we are able to spare any of the very powerful engines from the western line 
wc send them over, but if we are busy on the western lino they have to work it with tho two small engines. 
7G1. In some districts the rates have been made lower to get large consignments ;—does the Department 
recognise that under the circumstances heavy engines could bo used to carry the stuff at low rates ? 1 do 
not know about that matter.
765. Are the larger engines used? If we can spare them, but wc generally want to use them on the 
western line.
766. If a line were constructed across from Koorawatha to Grenfell and Wyalong, within which district 
we are led to believe there would be a very large increase of grain growing, would it require any special 
arrangement on the part of the locomotive department to deal with that traffic ? I do not know what tho 
distance would be from Hillston to Koorawatha.
767. Grenfell is the centre around which the bulk of the grain will be grown;—supposing there is a large 
increase, would it necessitate special arrangements ? Wc should probably have to establish a small engine- 
shed at Koorawatha or the terminus.
768. Kothing more than usual? Xothing more than we have to do with all new branches that are made.
7G9. Would that grade between ICoorawatba and Blayney materially affect the large trains that would be 
necessary ? I do not quite understand you. ■
770. Supposing the grain traffic were heavy from the new country, would it operate against the hauling 
power in having to bring it up tho heavy gradients ? Tes; the grade being so very stiff, we should have 
to use two engines to get the stuff away if there were a large traffic.
771. Or bring lighter trains ? Tes ; aud that would mean a very great expense.
772. Suppose it were brought on the main line to Koorawatha, and sent down by way of Murrumburrah, 
would there be any extra distance to haul it? The distance from Koorawatha to Sydney by Harden is 
277 miles ; by Blayney it is 236 miles.
773. It is 41 miles further by the Murrumburrah line? Tes.
774. Would you bo able to bring a large load by way of Murrumburrah ? Ko ; the through loads would 
he jvhat I have stated, 297 tons either way by the most powerful engines that wo have. °
775. Mr. Iltimpher)/.'] How many miles of the 1 in 40 grade would there he between Koorawatha and 
Sydney by Blayney, as compared with the route by Murrumburrah? I can only tell you roughly. A 
little over 10 miles by the western route and 11 miles by the southern route.
776. There is no appreciable difference? No ; but the western line has, in addition, the heavy grades of 
the Zigzag.
til. ChairmanP\ Taking the point between Toung and Koorawatha equidistant from Sydney, it will cost the 
same expenditure of power to take a ton of goods through by the western as by the southern line ? Tes.
778. Suppose that the Zigzag were cutout? Then the advantage would be quite on the side of the 
western line, because the grades are so situated that we can, by using assistant engines, get large through 
loads.
779. Brom the point where the distances are equal between Toung and Koorawatha, if the Zigzag were 
taken out, it would require less expenditure of power to come by tho western line than by the southern 
lino ? Tes ; I think it would. If it came on to the existing line at Koorawatha, as regards cost, the 
western line would have tbe advantage; as regards expedition perhaps the southern line would.
780. If we could imagine the Zigzag cut out, the preference would be by the western line ? Tes.
781. Going beyond that, and looking at the work which the railway will eventually have to do, would there 
be a larger amount of traffic coming down the western line than along the southern line, taking into 
consideration, of course, the territory which will be served by each ? I can only answer that by looking 
at the map. and I see that there is a larger tract of country to the west to open up than to the south; 
therefore, we should get more traffic from the west.
782. And further south the traffic comes under the influence of Melbourne? Tes.
783. Can you tell the Committee the proportion or the comparison between the traffic coming on the
western and southern lines at present? I could only roughly say that I think that the goods traffic on 
the western line must be double that on the southern "line.
784. And what about the passenger traffic? The southern line has the advantage in tliat respect, having 
the Melbourne traffic.
785. Is tbe western line doing one aud a half times more traffic than the southern line? Taking it 
all through, I think it must be.
786. Tou said that the western lino in goods is doing twice as much as the southern line ? Tes : in mv
opinion. *
787. But the southern line is doing more passenger traffic? J think it is.
788. Speaking generally, the western line is doing considerably more at present than the southern line,
and. as far as you can judge, it is likely to do more in the future ? That is my opinion.
/89. It follows that at tho same cost for tbe same mileage that you can get by either line to Sydney it 
would be more convenient to the Department to send traffic by the line that is doing the least work ? Yes.

Henry Cbamberlaine Russell, C.M.G., Government Astronomer, sworn, and examined:—
H. C. TtuBsel], 790. Chairman.] You are the Government Astronomer? Tes.

C.M.G-. 791. Mr. Wright] Are you acquainted with the Dachlan country ? Not by personal observation.
792. Can you tell the Committee the amount of the rainfall in, the neighbourhood of Condoholin, the 

8 Sept., 1897. annual rainfall, and at what period of the year most of the rain falls? I have a table hero showing all
the rainfall records of Condobolin for every month in the year.
793. Can you give us the average ? The average is 201 inches per annum.
794. Is that sufficient for the cultivation of cereals ? I have no personal experience in the matter, but
the general observation is thatit will not pay to grow wheat with an average rainfall of less than 20 inches.
795.. Can you tell us the average rainfall of Euabalong ? Nineteen and a half inches. ' 796.
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79G. Can you supplement that statement by telling us how-the rainfall at Condobolin tahcs place, whether G. Bussell, 
it is monthly or how F It is fairly well distributed over the months of the year, rather more falling in C.M.G-. 
the second half of the year than in tbe first half. That is favourable for wheat growing. ' '
■797. You say that the rainfall at Euabalong is 19 inches? Yes.
798. Is that distributed in the same favourable manner as the rainfall at Condobolin ? Yes.
799. . And that might he considered fairly suitable for wheat-growing purposes P I dare say it might. I 
have no personal experience in the matter, but I know that with less than 20 incites of rain it is doubtful 
whether you will succeed.
900. What is the rainfall at Mount Hope P Abont 18§ inches.
801. In your belief that is outside the region where wheat can be successfully grown? Yes, but wheat
has been grown about Hay, and the average rainfall there is 15£ inches, but I am told that it has been 
grown by taking virgin soil, and in favourable seasons. _
802. Striking a iine south from Mount Hope to Hillston, what is the rainfall at the latter place? The 
rainfall at Hillston is about 10 inches.
-803. Can you give us the rainfall at any point west or south-west—say at Booligal ? It is 14^ inches.
The rainfall in this country falls off at the rate of 1 inch for every 30 miles that you go west.
801'. Any country beyond Hillston would be unsuitable for cereals? That country has less rainfall than 
is generally supposed to be sufficient.
805. What is the rainfall at Lake Cudgellico ? Nineteen and a half inches, about tbe same as that at 
Euabalong. '
800. Have you got the rainfall at Euglo ? The rainfall must be about 20 inches there.
807. And at Wyalong ? At Wyalong, about 19 iuebes,
SOS. What is the rainfall at Marsden ? Twenty and a half inches. The rainfall changes verv little there, 
that is going south, and in that direction it does not change half an inch in 60 miles.
809. And at Temora it is about the same? Yes ; in all tliat country.
810. Then coming further east to Grenfell, what is the average rainfall there? Twenty-eight and a half 
inches.
811. What is it at Young ? About 28 inches. • '
812. What is the rainfall at Cowra ? Twenty-nine inches.
813. And at Worrongong? At Worrongong it is 28 inches.
814. What is the rainfall at K.oorawatha ? There is no record kept at Koorawatha, hut at the station 
adjoining Worrongong the rainfall is 28 inches.
815. You have told us that the rainfall goes from 20-2- inches to 19 inches between Condobolin and Euaba
long, and that it decreases gradually as you go out west, so that in the event of the construction of a 
railway from Condobolin to Euabalong we could not expect any successful cultivation west of that point?
I do not like to answer that, because I. do not know anything about the cultivation. x\ccording to the 
rule, wheat cannot be grown profitably wffiere there is less than 20 inches of rain. That has been- the 
experience of many years in South Australia and in this Colony also.
810. But at Wyalong, Grenfell, Marsden, and the whole of that belt of country there is a sufficient rain
fall for the successful cultivation of wheat ? Yes.
817. If it is proposed by the Government to build a railway from Condobolin to Euabalong, with Hillston 
as the objective point, a great length of it would pass through country where the rainfall is comparatively 
small ? The rainfall decreases very gradually. There is no jump from a sufficient to an insufficient 
rainfall.
818. There is a gradual diminution of tbe quantity, and consequently a strong probability that the success 
of cereal growing will be decreased in proportion? Yes.
819. Mr. Glarir.] Docs it not sometimes happen that a rainfall, if irregular, although it may amount to 
20 inches in the year, not coming at certain seasons, is not suitable for wheat growing? Yes,
820. On the other hand, if it is regular, coming at proper seasons, a less rainfall might be sufficient? Yes.
821. With regard to the possibility of growing wheat at Hillston, which is the objective point of the lino 
under consideration, what are your views ? Although I consider the rainfall at Hillston, being a little 
under 16 inches, as dangerously close to an unsafe rainfall for the cultivation of cereals, still, since the 
rain falls there at a suitable time for the crops, I think it might be satisfactorily attempted; and there is 
another consideration that I think ought not to be lost sight of—when the farmers get wise enough to do 
it they will avoid dry seasons, and only grow wheat m good seasons. I may add that I herewith hand in 
a tabulated statement of the rainfall.

William Henry John Slee, Chief Inspector of Mines. Department of Mines, sworn, and examined:—
822. Cfiairtn/rtt.] What is your position ? Chief Inspector of Mines, Department of Mines.
823. Mr. Jfegan.] Do you knowr tbe country well in which it is proposed to make this railway ? Yes.
824. Tbe proposal is to construct a line from Condobolin to Euabalong? Yes.
825. Is there any mining between Condobolin and Euabalong? There is one small field called Cugong, 
but at present there are only two claims at work.
826. Is it a poor field or is too far from the railway communication ? The field is not much—a railway 
would not help it.
827. Are there any mines between Euabalong and Cudgellico ? There are prospectors out there. There 
is Price’s party, who found some gold about eighteen months ago; but so far, no developments have taken 
place. That is on the north side of the river.
828. Then, of course, there is Mount Hope? That is still further on.
829. That is an extensive mining district, is it not? Mount Hope is the only mining district which would 
to a certain extent feed the railway.
830. What minerals are found there ? Copper and gold. At Mount Allen there is gold.
831. Would railway communication assist that field at all ? There is no railway communication at present.
832. Would the construction of a line to Euabalong from Condobolin give greater facilities to the mining 
industry at Mount Hope ? It would to a certain extent.
833. Would it be the means of supplying a large working population there ? It would be the means of 
enabling the mines to be worked at a cheaper rate, and consequently a larger number of men might be 
employed. At present there are only a few tributors there.

W. II. J. Sice. 
S^eptV1897.

834.
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834. Is the gold found in fair quantities there ? The only gold is at Mount Allen, about 12 miles from 
there.
835. What minerals are there in the Mount Hope district? Copper. It has occurred in horizontal 
layers, and so far sulphide ore is missing ; until they can obtain the sulphides the Mount Hope district 
will not be much.
838. In the absence of the discovery of sulphides it is almost worthless ? Almost worthless.
837. Where did Trice's party find gold ? About 30 miles from Condobolin, not near Euabalong.
838. Hid you report upon that ? Yes. .
839. Can the Committee see your report? Yes.
840. Then coining down from Euabalong to Cudgellico ? There is no mining at Cudgellico. I went 
through the district last year and there were only two men at work on the Lachlan close to the lake 
between Euabalong and Condobolin ; during last year there were not fifty men at work there.
841. Is there not a mine at Cudgellico ? Well, yes; but it has never turned out any good to the share
holders.
842. What is your opinion as to the possibilities of that field ? My opinion is that it will never be a good 
mining district. Whatever is obtained throughout that district will be in short shoots and small patches,
843. I suppose you met Mr. M‘Ewan tiicre ? Ho.
844. You do not think much of that mine ? Ho.
845. I suppose you know that some set a very high value on that mine at Lake Cudgellico? Yes, I know 
several districts where the outside public often think there is a great deal in it and public money is spent. 
We have two classes of mines, one class worth keeping and working, and another worth selling. I put 
this in the class worth selling.
846. Therefore, from Euabalong to Cudgellico there is no mining of any consequence ? Ho.
847. Ho you know the country from Cudgellico to Hillston ? 1 have been only once there. There will 
be very little mining about Hillston.
848. Therefore, as far as the road from Cudgellico to Hillston as regards mining is concerned, it is of very 
little importance ? Very little.
849. Bo-you know the country to the south of Hillston? I have been to Hillston from Mount Hope, and 
I have been to Hillston from Hay, and from Mossgiel, and from Ivanboe. The Hillston country, as far 
as mining is concerned, I think will never be any good. Ho doubt it will be a good agricultural country.
850. You are well acquainted with 'Wyalong ? Yes.
851. Bo you think that will be a permanent field? I say now what I said in my report on the Wyalong- 
Temoraliue, that "Wyalong might last for many years, but it will not carry such a population in the future 
as it has done. It might carry from 1,500 to 2,000 people, but if we had a new rush to-morrow a great 
deal of the population would leave Wyalong. Still it will be a permanent place for many years to come.
852. Hoes that apply to Yalgogrin? That is about 22 miles further on. The prospects of permanency 
are certainly not as good there as they are at Wyalong. I was there last April.
853. Have you been from Cudgellico across to Wyalong at any time? Ko ; I have been part of the distance, 
but never all the way. I have certainly not been to within 20 miles of Cudgellico from Wyalong.
854. Are there any mining prospects there? Ho. I believe we shall get sooner or later a streak of mineral 
land across from Yalgogrin towards Hillston.
855. There has been some mining at Barmedman? Yes; Barmedman goldfields were open long before 
Wyalong. They were opened in 1870 or 1871, and there was a good deal of reefing, but latterly there has 
not been much mining carried on there. There is one mine called the Eiery Cross.
856. Is it all worked out? The water difficulty has always been againstit. There is a probability tliat the
Fiery Cross and other mines may carry gold at a greater depth. '
857. How do they obtain their water there? There is no river, no running creek. They get water by 
sinking tanks. There is a groat amount of underground water. They find it at a depth of 120 feet; it is 
brackish water, no good for stock, but it is good enough for a crushing machine. Barmedman is a good 
agricultural district.
858. And you say the reason why there is not more extensive mining carried on at Barmedman is because 
of the influx of .water? When Barmedman was opened it was taken np by miner’s right holders, there 
being no leasing in those days. 1 had a quartz-crushing machine, and did the first crushing from Barmedman.
859. Bo you think that if more capital were expended there it would still be a fair field ? J. think it would 
still be a fair field with capital, provided that a proper system of mining was adopted; but the system 
hitherto has been to get so much for the shareholders and promoters, and nothing for working capital.
S60. They could got water for working? Yes ; they have plenty, but it is no good for boiler purposes.
861. Hoes it damage the machinery ? Yes ; there is a great deal of magnesia in it. It eats the iron, and 
the settlement on the boiler is very considerable in a short time.
862. What was the average return ? I have known some to crush 4 ounces to the ton.
863. The only mine working there at present is the Eiery Cross ? That is the principal mine.
864. What returns are they getting there? They are not working now; they are in difficulties; they 
formed a company, and the company got into difficulties.
865. So, even with a crushing or 4 ounces to the ton, they are in difficulties ? I say that was the highest 
crushing.
866. Are you acquainted with the country abont Grenfell and Young? Yes.
867. Is there much mining carried on there ? Yes ; Grenfell reefs were at one time as good as any in 
Hew South Wales, but of late they are again taken up by capital to be worked at a greater depth.
868. With better prospects ? With fair prospects of continuing; Grenfell district is a great agricultural 
district.
869. Being well conversant with tho prospects of various goldfields, would you say, from Temora on the 
one side to Condobolin on the other, what route you think would be the best for constructing a line where 
there would he permanency of employment and facilities for mining ? If I only considered Wyalong, I 
should say from Temora. If I considered Hillston, I should say from Grenfell; but I do not think that 
any railway between Condobolin and Euabalong would ever pay anything like working expenses.
870. Bid I understand you to say that Grenfell would be the best place ? Ho ; I said that considering
Wyalong as a goldfield it would be better to make a railway from Temora; but taking a general view of 
the interests of the whole country, I believe Grenfell would be the best place, because it wonld pass, 
through agricultural land, 871.
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871. You would construct a lino from Young to Grenfell, from Grenfell to "Wyalong, and from Wyalong W.H. J.Slee. 
to Hillston ? Yes, from the Young to Cowra railway line.
872. Have you been over that country ? Yes ; I lived five years at Grenfell. . ® Sept., 8 7.
873. You think that if it is to be a paying line that is the only route ? 1 think it would be tbe best route.
874 If the idea was only to supply Wyalong with a railway you would say go from Temora to Wyalong?
Yes.
875. But to get to Hillston you would construct a line from Young to Grenfell, from Grenfell to Wyalong, 
and from Wyalong to Hillston ? Yes ; that would be the best for the country at large.
870. Mr. JIassaU.] You know the country pretty well between Condobolin and Wyalong ? I have never 
been direct from Condobolin to Wyalong.
877. You have a very good knowledge of the country round Yorbes. Wyalong, Barmedman, and Temora ?
Yes, and Hillston and Buabalong.
878. Wbat do you think of the mining resources of that country;—are tbe discoveries which have been 
made at Wyalong, Barmedman, and Temora likely to be permanent ? Yes; I believe that for many 
years to come the population will stand at from 1,500 to 2,000.
879. From your knowledge of the geological character of the country, do you think that the mineral 
deposits are likely to provide employment for many years to come for a large body of miners? Yes, say
1,500 to 2,000 miners.
880. Round Wyalong iiself? Yes. Of course, the whole country between Grenfell, Barmedman, and 
Wyalong appears on the surface to be auriferous.
831. i\nd I presume there is a probability of further deposits being discovered? I believe that sooner 
or later we shall have a field as large as Wyalong between Barmedman and Wyalong. I feel confident 
that we shall have a good-sized field between those places.
882. There arc pretty good deposits of minerals around Temora, are there not ? Yes.
883. Are they of a permanent character? They have proved to a great depth, but, like all the rest, 
capital is wanting.
884. In your opinion, gold is there ? I believe it is there, and that it will be found again.
885. Are the characteristics much the same in each of the localities named? No; in the Grenfell aud 
Wyalong districts, gold is mostly obtained in granite country; at Grenfell, some ot the best reefs over 
seen in New South Wales were in porphyry. No payable reefs were ever found in slate near Grenfell.
88G. Payable seams were found in porphyry? Yes, at Grenfell; at Wyalong, it was in the horn blend 
granite ; at Barmedman, the gold was found in porphyry and diorite.
887. The characteristics of Wyalong are different from those of Grenfell and Temora ? Yes.
888. Prom your own knowledge, there is evidently a very extensive tract of mineral country lying within 
the area embraced by Grenfell, Wyalong, Barmedman, Temora, and Young ? Yes; I think from Wyalong, 
past Lake Cowal, nearly up to Condoboliu.
889. - - -- ' ''...........................
Yes,
890.
891.
892.
893.
894.

I should imagine also that tbe belt of mineral country extended from Wyalong towards Eorbes?

So that the whole of that country is more or less auriferous ? Yes.
And it is likely to be developed when capital and labour are available ? Yes.
Bo you think it would well repay prospecting? Yes; there are prospectors out there now.
So that minerals may be struck at any time ? Yes.
Bo you think it would assist in the development of that country if a railway were run from 

Koorawatha to Grenfell, and Grenfell to Wyalong, the object being to extend it to Hillston;—would 
there be much traffic between Wyalong aud Koorawatha ? Yes, I think there would be, because it is a part 
of the country which cannot be reached by any railway at present.
895. You think it would materially assist in the development of the mineral resources ? Yes, and there 
is a great deal of wheat-growing country there.
896. So that if the mines were worked out, as eventually no doubt they will be, there would be the agri
cultural industry to fall back upon ? Yes.
897. That is practically bow tho country has developed around Young ? Yes, around Young and around 
Grenfell. At first it -was thought that no wheat could be grown about Grenfell. Now they grow largo 
quantities if there is anything like a season at all. The country about Creamy Hill, between Condobolin 
and Euabalong, was thought at one time to be a very promising field. I stated that I considered it would 
be very patchy if payable gold was over got. I saw stone which would go 100 ok. to the ton if they could 
get enough of it, but they could not get a ton.
898. You do not depend upon that part of the country to provide much in the way of employment in the 
mining industry ? No.
899. Mr.Roberts^] I think, in answer to a question asked by Mr. Began, you expressed the opinion that a 
line might with advantage be constructed from Young to Grenfell ? Yes.
900. Would that he in preference to a line from Koorawratha to Grenfell ? That is the same line from, 
tho Young to Cowra line ; from any part of that line you would have to go on to Grenfell, When I said 
Young ] meant the Young line,
901. Yon did not mean that Young was a, more desirable place to connect with Grenfell than Koorawatha ?
No. ■
902. Chairman^] Is there any increase in the output at Wyalong ? I do not think that the output from 
Wyalong is increasing; but the tailings which have been left behind in previous years are now being 
worked over, and this may account, possibly, for any increase, but it does not come from any legitimate 
increase in the mining industry. I believe that the returns will be good for years to come.
903. Mr. ILo$kins.~\ Bo you think that a railway from Condobolin to Euabalong would have n more 
beneficial result in supplying a larger number of residents, and intersecting a larger quantity of good land, 
than a railway from Koorawatba to Young and Grenfell? No; I do not think tliat a railway from 
Condobolin to Euabalong wonld be so beneficial either to population or the country at large, or would 
carry so much produce as a railway from Temora to Wyalong, or Grenfell, on to Hillston, via Wyalong.
994. Suppose that a railway were constructed from Condoboliu to Euabalong. which would bring railway 
communication much nearer to MounfHope than it is at present, do you think that the construction of 
the railway near to Mount Hope copper-mines wonld tend to greatly develop the copper ? I inspected 
Mount Hope copper-mines about eighteen years ago, and they have done very little in way of development

282—E since
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W.H. J.Slee. Bmee. What they have done tvus to pick the eyes out of the mine, and to-day they are doing the same 
a ,a^~iae7 thing with their tributors. Unless the Mount Hope Company will go to work and prospect their mines 

eP ' at greater depth no one can tell whether they will get better copper or not.
903, How far is the Mount Hopo copper-mine from Euabalong ? 1 could not say exactly. Euabalong is 
48 miles from Condobolin. At one time all the copper used to come from Kymagee and Mount Hope, and 
go on to Euabalong, Eorbes, and Orange; but since tbe railway has been extended to Cobar it goes to the 
Cobar line, v
900. Mr. Clarke.'] Has tho population about Wyalong increased or decreased since you gave evidence 
here before ? It is very much the same as it was two years ago.
907. What is tbe population at present ? About 3,000.
908. Three thonsaud miners ? No ; 3.000 people.

FTUDAT, 10 SEPTEMBER, 1897.
Jarratnt:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. EitEDmiicE Thomas Humpherx. 
The Hon. Dames Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Koberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. D vniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Eke, Esq.
John Lionel Feoan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Erancjs Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Frank Farkki.l, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

William Henry Hall, Sub-Editor of Statistical Publications. Government Statistician's Department,
sworn, and examined:—

W.H. Halt, 909. Chairman.] What is your position in the Public Service? I am Sub-Editor of Statistical Publications.
>, 910. Havo you brought some information in connection with the proposed extension of tho railway from

J.OSopt.,1897. Condobolin io Euabalong? Tes,
911. Mr. Eartieli.] Tou have a statistical statement that you have been asked to bring in connection 
with it? Tes. Tho statement which I have prepared has reference to the area under cultivation within 
certain districts. The particular districts were referred to in the memorandum that was given to the 
Assistant Statistician. The statement shows a comparison between the area under cultivation in 1895 
and in 1896 in particular localities covering the whole area west of Eoorawatha, and extending right on 
to Hillston. Unfortunately wo cannot give definite particulars with regard lo these lands prior to 1895, 
because the police who collected them collect them in relation to the whole district, not in relation to any 
particular portion of the district. I hand in the following tabulated statement-—
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Synopsis.
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TUESDAY, 14 SEPTEMBER, 1897.

present:—
THOMAS THOMSON 

The Hon, Frederick Thomas Humphem:, 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles .Tames Huberts, C.M.G-. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke. Faq.

EWIXO, Esq. (Chairman).
Chari.es Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Feoan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Frank Farnell, Esq,

The Committee further considered the proposed Hallway from Condoholin to Euabalong.

John Eoyd Donkin, C.E., sworn, and examined :—
912. C7ifHV»R7ft.]. Have you a fair knowledge of the part of the country in which it is proposed to j. b. Donkin 
construct this railway ? Some twenty-five years ago 1 was Government surveyor, and surveyed from C.E. ’ 
Cootamundra to the Lachlan, and from the Lachlan to Euabalong. 1 laid out the township of Euabalong, /—
and since then I have lived twenty years in that district, so that I know it \erv well. 14 Sept., 1897.
913. Mr.Black] Have you formed any opinion in regard to the proposal now before the Committee?
Yes ; l have thought over it, and ] would much prefer the money to he spent in weiring the river instead 
of making a railway line. It would open up no more agricultural country to make the railway, and it 
would be better if the line were taken further to the south. '
914. You think the money Mould he better spent in putting locks on the river? Yer, in putting locks 
on the river, which would only come to the same expense as the railway, and the river could be made a 
feeder to the railways. The locks could be used not only for conserving water for stock and irrigation 
purposes, but also for maintaining the height of the river, so that it could be used as a wafer-wayThe 
fall in the river from Condobolin to Euabalong, a distance of 90 miles, is about 90 feet. It would take 
twelve locks, at a cost of £10,000 each. The river fiats are very rich and if water were provided immense 
crops could be grown on the river. The railway would have to keep wide of tho river as it is now from 
Parkes to Condobolin, AVe -were unable to carry the railway from Forbes to Condobolin on account of 
the flooded state of the country.
915. Docking the river would involve an expenditure of about £120,000 ? Yes.
916; MHat return would there be from that ? The only return wonld be allowing irrigation to be carried on.
As it is at present there is only one system of irrigation ; last year at Condoboliu the river went almost 
dry. Jf there had been two or three systems of irrigation the river would have been dried up altogether.
I have no doubt that if water were provided a very large area would be put under cultivation and 
irrigation.
917. Js there much land there suitable for cultivation ? Yes, on the river flats, but only to the extent of 
a few miles back from the river.
918. Is there sufficient good land to justify such a large expenditure ? That I am hardly prepared to say; 
hut we may take into consideration that a very large body of water would be conserved to the whole district 
for other purposes besides irrigation.
919. What do you anticipate that land would produce ? Wheat, lucerne, and fodder crops. They are 
growing very rich crops of lucerne now by some small system of irrigation, but the great objection taken 
to that is that people complain of the water being taken ont of the river.
920. Do you think it would pay to raise water from the river to grow lucerne ? In view of the very 
severe droughts, and the enormous number of stock that perish, I have no doubt that it would. Under 
ordinary circumstances I do not think, owing to the lift from the river, that it would pay to irrigate to 
a groat extent, hut in times of very severe drought they would make use of it.
921. On which -side of the river is the best land to be found ? 1 do not think there is very much differ- 
ConGt The U°rtl1 ^ VCrJr th° aame 33 tlie S0Utl1 Bide‘ 'BeIow Cond-°bolin. it is almost entirely grazing

922. Have you considered a railway connection with any other centre in connection with the contemplated 
route ? I think a railway has been spoken of from the Blayney line through the Grenfell district to 
Wyalong; that will he a preferable route. A very large area of wheat is under cultivation at Grenfell 
and 1 think that a very much larger area vyould be put under crop if they had a railway. The whole 
district from there io y oung is a wheat-growing district.
923. Then yon are of opinion that the conservation of water for purposes of irrigation on the river would 
only result in its use for producing crops for local consumption ? For local consumption. It would 
also afford a water-way which would be a feeder to the railway. My idea is that the river should he 
locked in the same way as is being carried out on the Darling Elver.
92i You would recommend a connection by railway to Grenfell with the Blayney line, and the locking 
of the river ? Yes; I would also point out that the locking of tho river would involve very little expense 
in repairs and cost of maintenance as compared with the railway. The railway would have to pass 
through an area of flooded land, which would no doubt cause considerable expense in after years.
925. You think the railway would have to be kept some distance from the river ? I think it would have 
to be kept 8 or 10 miles away from the river. If it is carried on the north side clear of the flood-water 
the people on the south side will be 15 or 20 miles away from it.
926. If it were carried on the southern side it would involve fhe construction of a good many bridges ?

t *1 ana^ranc^ea around there are almost as large as the river, and the river itself runs 60 miles 
and falls Lake Cowal. I estimate that another 100,000 acres would be put under wheat in the Grenfell 
district if a railway were made there.
927. What the Grenfell district wants is railway communication ? Yes.
928. Do you know of any case where they have used irrigation in connection with wheat growing ? Ho •
I have no experience except with regard to lucerne and fodder crops, I think that wheat can be grown 
under its natural conditions so much more cheaply in the Grenfell district that it would hardly pay to

compete
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J. B. Doukiu, compete under a system o£ irrigation. In my experience during the last twenty-five years I think there 
has not been more than one season in which the crop has failed in the Grenfell district.
929. Mr. Hoskins.] Do you wish to make a statement in connection with the proposed railway from

' Condobolin to Euabalong? "What I propose is, that instead of money being spent ou the proposed rail
way the river should be canalised. It would be a better investment to the State than making a railway 
outside the flooded land, from 5 to 10 miles away from the river, practically shutting out the people on 
the south side of the river. ^ .
930. Are you of opinion that the proposal to construct a railway from Condobolin to Euabalong is one 
which would meet with acceptance on the part of a large number of residents in that part of the country ? 
I do not think it would, except from those people whose property the railway would go through. 1 do 
not think it would open up any agricultural area, and I do not think it would benefit many people there. 
Those ou the south side of the river would be too far away from it.
931. Are you of opinion that it would be more to the public interest to extend the railway from Coudo- 
bolin in another direction, say, towards Grenfell or Wyalong? Ido not think it would be any great 
advantage to take the railway south from Condoholin to Euabalong.
932. Do you think that the construction of a railway from the Blayney line, via Koorawatha, Grenfell, 
and Wyalong. would be productive of more advantage in ihc interests of settlement than the proposed 
line ? I think it would be productive of very much more benefit tbau the proposed line.
933. Would it intersect better land and a district more settled than the district from Condobolin to 
Euabalong ? It would.
934. Would a railway, constructed from Grenfell by Wyalong to Hillston, be productive of more advan
tage than the extension of the railway from Condobolin to Hillston ? Yes. "
935. Why do you think so? Eor one reason. From Koorawatha, for 40 miles, it would pass the whole 
wav through wheat-growing country—a country which is only just now hoing developed, and which will 
be developed to ton times the extent that it has been ahead v. It is specially adapted for wheat growing— 
and it would supply the large population at Wyalong, and from there towards HiHsion and G-unbar, 
where there is another large area under wheat—aud the line would meet with no engineering difficulties. 
1)36. Is the country, comparatively speaking, from Koorawatha, Grenfell, Wyalong, and Hillston, country 
which offers great facilities in respect of good gradients? There are no difficulties whatever, except, 
perhaps, entering Grenfell; but I should eay that 1 in 100 could be got all through.
937. Mr. Triekott.] Do you agree that Hillston is a fair wheat-growing centre that the Government 
should aim at ? I think it is on the margin of the wheat-growing country.
93S. You know Hillston and the surrounding country ? Yes.
939. Is it really good wheat-growing country ? North of Hillston, towards Gunbar, there is a large area 
that will produce immense quantities of wheat; but it cannot he compared with Grenfell on account of 
the climatic conditions. There is 10 inches less rainfall than there is at Grenfell.
940. What is the rainfall at Grenfell ? I should say that about Grenfell the average ruinfall is about 
24 inches, and at Hillston about 10.
941. The dotted line on the map shows a projected railway line from Temora via Barmedman and 
Wyalong, then along to Lake Cudgellico and Hillston, and another line from AVyalong io Barmedman, 
and from there direct to Hillston. Could you give us any evidence with regard to those two routes ? 1 
might mention that I surveyed that dividing range between the Lachlan and the Murrumbidgee many 
years ago. There is some very rough country between Barmedman and Hillston. 1 should rather prefer 
the route by way of Lake Cudgellico. The other would be a shorter line, but it would go through inferior 
country.
942. And it would he an expensive line;—would there not be a lot of cuttings ? There would in places. 
It would not bo very expensive if they kept clear of the small ranges. But much of that country is 
absolutely barren.
943. By way of Barmedman, Wyalong, and Humbug Creek, bow would it be supposing they broke off at 
Humbug Creek, and went from there to Hillston;—is it good country? The hills and falls to Lake 
Cudgellico are good country.
944. That would be a shorter route than going by way of Lake Cudgellico? Yes; but speaking 
generally 1 should prefer the route from AYyalong to Cudgellico as going through a great deal of good 
country.
945. You think that the Lake Cudgellico district is one which ought to bo accommodated w'ith a railway ? 
Yes ; there is a great deal of good country around Lake Cudgellico.
946. You mean that instead of going by Humbug Creek and over to Hillston it would be worth while to 
go further north and take in Lake Cudgellico ? I think it would be.
947. But Lake Cudgellico at present is not prosperous agricultural country? I do not think it has 
been developed to a great exfent, but I think there is a great deal of country that could be. It would 
depend upon the season. In a season like that of last year there would be no crop) at all—the soil is 
rich enough.
948. Then, comparing the two lines, Tomora to Wyalong, or Koorawatha to AVyalong, which do you 
think the bettor route ? I think tbe lino from Koorawatha to Grenfell would pass through a larger area 
of wheat-growing country.
949. Would you point out on the plan where this great field of agriculture lies ? It is bounded on the 
north by a range north of Grenfell. Then there is the AYeddin Mountain. Then from Koorawatha to 
Grenfell, in a direct line and about 10 miles north, and the whole way down to Young, is all good 
country, suitable for agriculture, with a good rainfall.
950. AVhat is it like on the western side of Grenfell ? It is good country on the western side of Grenfell 
for 10 miles; then it pans out into open plains, much the same as the country past Narraudcra, You get 
on to box timber country towards AVyalong,
951. Between Grenfell and AVyalong what; area is available for agriculture ? To the west of Grenfell 
10 miles ; then it is open plain.
952. Is it good wheat country ? No.
953. For how many miles? About 15 miles.
954. Till it reaches Bland Creek? Yes. Then from there to Wyalong it is box country, which is 
suitable for agriculture. The hills between Wyalong and Cudgellico are basaltic, and verv rich soil; but

none
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none of tbe country passing from "Wyalong towards Cudgellico can be compared with the good country J- 
between Grenfell and Wyalong. Millions of acres there could be cultivated. The soil is rich enough to _ A _ 
grow anything; but, in a season like last year, they would not get their seed back again, 'f118*'i4Sept,,IS97. 
Condobolin 25,000 skins were sent from a station last year. As soon as the Weddin Mountain is loft it is 
practically a level country all the way. There is only the Bland Creek to cross. _
1155. The Government in submitting this line to us say that the lino will cost £180,000. and the Railway 
Commissioners say that the loss per annum will be £3,300 upon the line,—do you think that instead of 
getting to Hillston by way of Euabalong and Lake Cudgellico it would be better to make a. railway by 
way of Grenfell and Wyalong to Hillston ;—would it be a better and move remunerative line than the 
one proposed ? 1 would not undertake to say that from Wyalong there would be no loss on the railway ;
but 1 think it would supply a very much larger area, and there wonld he a much greater traffic. It would 
be as two to one as compared with what there would he on the other lines.
956. The line is submitted to us under these conditions:—It will form .a direct line to Hillston ; and, 
seeing that Hillston is the point to be ultimately reached, do you think that if we made a start by way of 
Grenfell to Wyalong we should have a paying instalment of the line to begin with? I am quite sure of
it. I believe that tho railway from Koorawatha to Grenfell would he a paying line. _ _ ■
957. You believe that it would be a paying line at the start, and that the other would he a losing line?
The line from Molong io Eorbes, which passes through 20 miles of ironbark country with cuttings 15 
feet deep, Mr. Eddy told me, was one of the few7 branch lines which paid; and the traffic on this line you 
suggest would he quite equal to the traffic on that line. _
958. With regard to your idea of putting weirs between Condobolin and Euabalong, will you give us a 
little more information on that point? 1 have brought a photograph of some weirs on the Darling, 200 
feet wide; those on the Lachlan would require lo be only 100 feet wide. Those on the Darling cost 
£20,000. The weirs on the Lachlan, I estimate, would cost £10,000 each. I think that the river affords 
special advantages for canalisation, and that it might be used as a feeder to the railway of Condobolin and 
Eorbes. Between Eorbes and Condobolin line, the richest part of the river is almost shut off from the 
railways. My idea is that the river should be locked all the way from Eorbes down to Euabaloug.
959. The weir erected near Bourkc was regarded as an experiment ? Yes.
960. lias it been successful m regard to throwing the water hack ? I believe it has ; but I have not
seen it. _
961. If the river were made navigable to Hat extent, it would serve the people on both sides? Yea.
Expensive bridges would have to he built here and there, to afford the people on fhe south side the means 
of getting to the railway line. ■ _ ^
962. Otherwise the people on the south side would have no benefit from the railway at all ? ^ No.
963. Has this line from Condoholin to Euabalong anything to recommend it, without regarding it as part
of a possible extension ? Not unless it could be very cheaply made by keeping wide of the river ; but 1 do 
not think there is any agricultural land on the river. _
964. Are you engaged In farming at all? Yes ; and I. have an irrigation plant. That is for lucerne, and 
growing oats for fodder. On account of the distance from the railway, it would not pay to grow wheat.
1 put the oat crops in in October, and in the drought of 1888 I produced splendid crops by irrigation.
965. Has your experience in regard to irrigation experiments been satisfactory ? Yes, decidedly bo ; 
especially in a district where it means the absolute devastation in a time of drought like last year.
966. To what extent do you think you could profitably engage in it? I think, with the means of com
munication, I could go into fruit-growing. Oranges do magnificently. _
967. But with regard to providing fodder for stock, to what extent could you profitably engage in
irrigation in dry seasons ? To an almost unlimited extent. In one system that I spoke of they grew
5,000 tons of lucerne last year. _
968. 1 have always understood that irrigation has only been carried on remuneratively for the purpose of 
sustaining small numbers of stock during dry weather and that it would not pay to engage in it to a large 
extent? No, 1 do not think it would ; the price of stock is too low. I think it, would have paid last year 
because many people throughout the country have been feeding their stock on molasses, carting it 
hundreds of miles. At VPyalong they had. to cart lucerne 40 or 50 miles, it having come from Maitland.
If that lucerne could have been got anywhere near Wyalong it would have been much cheaper. I do not 
think that any system of irrigation, where the water has to be lifted by steam power in a country like this, 
will ever pay. I have been using one of the largest plants in the Colony for the last ten years.
969. You are of opinion that if you had to pump water it would not be remunerative? Eor my garden 
alone I pumped 6,000 tons of water per diem,
970. What is the area? Three acres. The water has to flow through a channel a distance of half a mile
before it reaches the garden, and owing to the heat aud absorption 75 per cent, of it is lost. .
971. With regard to the question of irrigation how would you deal with good and bad seasons ? I keep 
my irrigation plant entirely as an insurance. In good seasons I lay it up.
972. That is all very well with regard to carrying it on in a small way, but if you attempt to use it for
large crops a drought will be upon you before you can get the crops in ? That is the difficulty, The 
drought comes upon you unawares, and when the country is absolutely bare it is almost useless to pump 
the water upon it. In the winter months you can produce nothing, and 1 have to give it up. I think 
that a large number of stock can he kept alive by the irrigation plant being kept going in summer for 
crops, then distributing the hay in had times, because lucerne hay can be kept for twenty years, and a 
pound of hay will keep a sheep alive. _
973. Then with regard to the question of irrigation and growing cereals, does it not resolve itself into this : 
that whether it is for pastoral occupation or different purposes of growing cereals the great thing yon 
have to look for is a regular fair rainfall ? Yes. No one would irrigato if he had a rainfall.
974. It necessarily largely increases the cost of ■ production ? Yrs; and as it does that it must 
considerably handicap the producers? I do not think anyone would go in for irrigation if he could get 
into country with a fair rainfall. If water could bo brought by gravitation they would have a great 
advantage. 1 am quite sure that those who have water could grow lucerne, store it for ten years or longer, 
and, if it has not been deteriorated by mice, use it and save their stock. If it pays to cart molasses and 
chaff as they have been doing it would pay better to grow stuff on the spot.
975. In that wheat-growing district in and around Grenfell could you say how many crops could be relied
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J B’cE0Illiini °n accordinS to ^our esPerience? I think that not more than 1 in 20 would fail as regards rainfall. I 
could not say how long the soil will hold out with continual stocking.

14 Sept. 1897 ^ suPP°se that in a doubtful season a farmer would have the opportunity of allowing his land to lie
’ fallow as it is of no use trying to grow wheat without rainfall? Certainly not.

977. Mr. iefi.] What is the distance to Grenfell from Koorawatha? I should say from 30 to 35 miles.
978. Then your figures as to 45 miles would take in that piece of country ? Yes.
979. You say that the proposed extension from Condobolin to Euabalong is 48 miles ? Yes.
980. Do you know that country ? Yes.
981. Do yon know the Grenfell country? Yes.
982. In what district would it he most remunerative to the country to make the line from Condobolin 
to Euabalong, or Koorawatha to Grenfell? I do not think: there could be any comparison; undoubtedly 
the line to Grenfell would be the most advantageous.
983. Presuming that it will be the policy of the country in years to come to extend that Condoholin to 
Euabalong line on to Broken Hill, do you hold the opinion that if that is extended it will still he necessary 
to make an extension into the Grenfell country? I think that sooner or later there must he a line of 
railway to Grenfell.
984. Do yon think that the conditions of agriculture at present, and the prospective outlook are such that 
the railway freight in wheat would he so large as to demand an extension to Grenfell? Ido; and I 
believe that the railway to Grenfell wonld pay expenses at once.
985. Supposing it is desirable to get by wrny of Euabalong to Broken Hill and the South Australian
border, are you of opinion if that policy is adopted it will still bo necessary to make a railway into the- 
Grenfell country ? I am. * “
93G. You do not think the two projects would clash ? Ko.
987. Supposing there is sufficient laud between the two lines which would throw the natural trade of one 
side to one line, and of the other side to tho other line, would there bo enough trade for both ? I think 
there would be.
9S8. As far as Grenfell is concerned, you are strongly of opinion that the railway will pay as far as 
'Wyalong ; then the question of the extension beyond Wyalong you are of opinion could be dealt with in 
the future ? I believe, as far as the country is concerned, that it is richer between Wyalong and Hillston 
than on any other line going by Euabalong to Broken Hill.
989. Do you think there is any immediate necessity for the extension of the railway to Hillston ? I do not.
990. Do you know that the immediate necessity is to reach the productive forces of the country near the- 
mainlme? Yes.
991. Once yon get beyond that point into a pastoral country, do you not think that the extension of the- 
Condobolin line would give tho pastoralssts in that direction all tho benefit it is possible to give them, so 
long as Pretoria allows them that rebate ? I do not think that Victoria gets the trade from Euabalong— 
the traffic comes to Condobolin.
992. A great deal goes to Victoria from Hillston and Willandra ? The railway to Hay laps the traffic.
993. You say that is tbe proper way to reach Hillston ? Ko, not a line from Hay. If an extension is 
taken to Hillston, I should prefer a line to Cudgellico; but 1 do not think the Victorian railways affect 
the country to any great extent as far as Hillston.
994. Wo are informed that it is within the rebate limit ? The traffic must be carried by Hay and Junee 
down to tbe border ; they cannot get to Victoria without getting down tho Hay railway. 1 fancy that, 
as a rule, a very large percentage of the traffic comes by rail to Sydney, I do not think that a railway in. 
tho Lachlan district would enter into competition wiih Victoria. At the same time, a railway to Hillston 
would open up a great deal of country, and would serve a large agricultural district near Gunbar.
995. If it is decided to take a line from Koorawatha to Hillston eventually, and from Grenfell to 
Wyalong at present, there would he no very grave mistake made in selecting that route ? Kone 
whatever.
995. But you are of opinion that at present there is no immediate necessity for an extension to Hillston ? 
I think not.
997. But you arc of opinion that there is immediate necessity for an extension to Grenfell and Wyalong ? 
Yes, I think so,
99S. Mr. ITassall] Do you know anything of the minerals in that part of the country? I think that 
Wyalong^ and Yalgogrin will he large mining centres, and the district around Lake Cudgellico. I 
do not think that part of the couutry is thoroughly developed yet.
999. Do you think there is room for a large mining population in that part of the Colony ? Wyalong has 
a population of about 5,000, and I think it will go on increasing,
1000. Is there a probability of further discoveries in that locality ? Payable reefs have been found round
Wyalong. ”
1001. _Do you think that if a railway were constructed there it ivould tend to its further development? I 
think it would.
1002. In all probability we should attract more capital ? I think that richer mines wall he found there 
than have been found np to the present.
1003. Mr. Roberts.] From a return placed before the Committee from the Statistician's Department, I find
that the total number of bushels of wheat produced in the Grenfell district in 1895 was 23,G03, and in 
1890 213,000? Yes ; in 1895 they had a considerable area under crop, but last year they had a magnifi
cent crop. "
1004. Could you explain the reason of the difference ? 23,000 bushels looks a very small production, but 
I have known it to be 70 per cent, less than what it wTas last year. At the end of 1895 many of the 
farmers did not get their seed back. Last season was a very good season indeed. The crop of 1895 failed 
through the absence of rain in July and August.
1005. I thought you said that the rainfall at Grenfell was remarkably regular ? So it is. I have never 
known the crops to fail there before.
1006. It was an exceptional year? Yes.
1007. I notice also that there were 6,000 acres more under wheat in 1896 than in 1895 ? Yes.
1008. And that the total area cultivated in 1895 was 21,000 acres as against 25,000 acres in 1896;—are- 
you aware of that ? 1 was not. I think there will be an increase of 10,000 acres this year.

1009.
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1009. Do you tbint that if Grenfell had the advantage of railway communication there would be a still 3- B^Donldn, 
■further increase in the area of wheat land under crop ? I think it would be more than doubled.
1010. Is there mucli maiae grown about Grenfell ? Very little. I4Serit 1897.
1011. For 1895 the yield of maize amounted to 5,.320 bushels;—in 1896 it suddenly fell to 2,556 bushels? ’
The maize crop is put in in December, and in 1895 it was a very dry time.
1012. The area under maize was 999 acres in 1895, and only 590 in 1890 ? Yes ; it is a wheat-growing
•district, not a maize-growing district.
1013. From your knowledge of the country, if the railwav is ultimately taken to Hillston it does not 
onattcr whether it goes by 'Wyalong or Euabalong ? No.
1014. Do you think it is desirable that Hillston should hare railway communication in the near future ?
I think it would be tbe best point on the river, because south of Hillston there is a large wheat-growing 
.area.
3015- Would not New' South Wales get a large quautity of wool by that route which now goes to 
Melbourne ? I do not think so. I think it must come by railway now.
1010. Does not a large quantity of Hillston traffic find its way to another colony ? I do not think so.
It "would have to pass along the Hay line and come down to Albury. The wool would have to come by
■our radway under any circumstances.
1017. Chairman.^ Nearly all the wool goes to Melbourne from there ? It may be shipped to Melbourne,
but it must come down on our railways. , "
1018. Willandra sends wool to Melbourne and the Mount Hope wool goes to Melbourne? Then there 
would have to be sufficient river to take it down from Hay.
1019. Mr. Roberts,'] If-it is found desirable to make a line from Koorawatha to Grenfell and from 
Grenfell to Wyalong, would you think it an advantage to go by way of Bimbi, or would you go direct 
from Grenfell to Wyalong ? I think tbe route from Grenfell to Wyalong is a very easy route. Coming 
down by tlie south end of the mountain you would make it very much longer.
1020. Is there much settlement about Bimbi ? Not a great deal. They would not be a great way off a
railway even then. ■
1021. How far off would they be? About 10 miles.
1022. Chairman.] With regard to tho traffic which would be obtained on the line from Wyalong to 
Hillston, is it your opinion that some of the western wool would be obtained? 1 have no doubt that it 
w-ould all come that way. They would have to go 80 or 100 miles to Hay by land carriage, and I do not 
think they would ever do that.
1023. From Wyalong to Hillston, although the country is subject to periodical droughts, you think that 
-cultivation would be fairly successful ? Yes.
1024. Do you think that if a railway were made farms could be obtained ? Yes.
1025. And that the land from which the State is getting nothing, and which is a breeding place for dogs, 
rabbits, and vermin, would become an area tliat would produce a reasonable return ? Yes. I think a 
very large area could be taken up and cultivated.
102C. Then you believe it would be unwise for the Stale to build a railway ? I was speaking of the 
conditions existing now. Of course I. think if inducements are given in tlie shape of railway communica
tion many people would take np land. T would not absolutely say that it would be a success, because so 
much would depend upon the seasons. We might have ten good seasons, and it would be a great success ; 
wc might have four or five bad seasons, and the farmers would be ruined.
1027. Would a railway to Wyalong intercept more western trade than a line to Euabalong, and thus 
redeem some hundreds of thousands of acres of laud fit for growing cereals, which must remain useless 
to the country unless a railway is built? I feel certain that the land will remain as it is unless a railway 
is taken through there.

Ebenezer Glencross Grant, sworn, and examined:—
1028. Mr. Jlosh'ns.] We are considering a proposal to make a railway from Condobolin to Euabaiong;— E. 0-. Grant, 
do you wish to express your views as to the propriety of the construction of this proposed line? Lshould
prefer to answer any questions. I was asked to come and give evidence from my knowledge of the 14 Sept,,lS97. 
■country.
1029. What do you think of tho proposal to make a railway from Condobolin to Euabalong? I do not . 
know whal object it is going to serve. The country beyond Condobolin is not country that will bring 
much traffic to the railway unless it goes farther; it is mostly pastoral country. I do not think that it 
would be conducive to tbe making of anything like a paying line.
1030. Do you think that such a line should be part of any other line ? It might be part of an overland 
system if the intention were to reach the far west, but I should prefer to see a line on the south side of 
the river ; it is better land there, land Jhat would bring more traffic to tho railway.
1031. That would necessitate making a bridge across tho Lachlan, would it not ? Yes. If tho railway 
were to be made on the south side of the river it might cross anywhere beyond Condobolin, but I do not 
believe in the proposal. You can take It through better country by another route that would tap the 
.good land.
1032. In which direction would you like to see tho railway constructed ? The railway might be ex tend e < 
from Temora, or any point on the Blayney and Harden line south of Cowra, after you cross tho river.
1033. Then yon might take it further west afterwards ? It ought to be taken as far as Hillston.
1034. Is it your opinion that if a railway were extended to Hillston there would be a large trade from 
Hillston ? Yes ; I think a very fair trade.
1035. What would be Ihe character of the trade? Almost entirely farm produce; there is a large 
farming centre round Hillston. The line would gather traffic right along from the very start. There is 
no question about the amount of agriculture there would be at the end of the line if Hillston were made 
the destination, via Grenfell and Wyalong.
1036. Are there many persons settled about Hillston ? There are about 15,000 acres of cultivation at 
present between Hillston and Gunbar.
1037. Where do they find a market for their produce ? A great deal of their wheat goes to Carrathool, 
on the southern line,
1038. How far is that from Hillston ? Seventy-two miles. It is a bad road. I do not think an adjective
.strong enough to express it has been invented. 1039.
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E. G. Grant. 1039. Then you arc of opinion that if it is considered desirable to have railway construction carried down 
^le 1Tes^ern districts, Hillston is the principal place to go to, and that it should not be in the direction of 

eP ■> ■ Euabalong but via Grenfell and "YVyalong? Yes; there is good country all the way on that route.
1010. Are there many people settled in that tract of country between Grenfell, tVyalong, and Hillston?

. There is a great number settled on the Grenfell and 'Wyalong route, and there is a great deal of farming 
going on. It has sprung up there during the last three or four years.
1041. Is there much land to be taken up between Wyalong and Hillston ? Yes ; there are millions of 
acres of good agricultural land.
1042. Do you think there would be an inclination if a railway were constructed to take up the land ? I 
am certain of it.
1043. I suppose the land is all occupied for grazing ? There is a great deal of abandoned country.
1044. Why is it abandoned ? Hahbits have taken possession of some of it. There have been bad seasons, 
but rabbits have been the principal trouble.
1045. Would not that trouble exist even if the land were taken up by fanners ? Ho.
1040. Do not farmers complain of the devastation of rabbits ? Practical farmers are not afraid of rabbits.
1047. Is there not a great deal of scrub country between Wyalong and Hillston ? Yes, scrub and mallee ; 
but that is the best country.
1048. Are there many people taking up that land and utilising it for agricultural purposes? Some of it.
1049. How does it answer? They are getting first-rate results from the mallee laud that has been 
taken up.
1050. Then you express the opinion of the people in that locality when you say they will be glad to see 
the extension of the railway a/d Wyalong down to Hillston? Yes, undoubtedly; I speak from local 
knowledge obtained in the district. I am a resident of Sydney, but I make frequent visits to that district; 
my business takes me among the farmers.
1051. Have you been there lately ? I was there in the first week of August.
1052. Do you do business there ? Yea.
1053. Do you receive consignments from there? IS o ; the wheat which they grow is taken to Carratbool. 
The farmers are shut out from any market on account of the expensive carriage; they only grow supplies- 
for local consumplion.
1054. We have been told that the country between Wyalong and Hillston is so very dry that farming 
cannot pay ? The rainfall is small, but 1 do not hold the view that a great many do in regard to rainfall. 
We h are to lake into consideration the nature of the country as well as the quantity of the rainfall. 
Hillston last year had 13-f inches of rain, and they had an average of 13 bushels of wheat to the acre, 
whilst Condobolin, with 20 inches of annual rainfall, bad practically a failure of the crops. At Cudgellico 
the crops were worse than they were at Hillston, and they had a greater rainfall.
1055. Is there a flour-mill at Hillston ? Yes ; it is running nearly all the year round.
1056. You think that the proposed railway from Condobolin to Euabalong will not accommodate a very 
large population, whilst if a railway is constructed from Grenfell by Wyalong to Hillston it will provide 
railway accommodation for a much larger number of settlers, and will attract settlement ? Yes. If the 
railway is made to Euabalong it will serve very little country which the Condobolin line at present does 
not serve. Then there are only about three men interested. They are going in for farming around 
Euabalong and towards Cudgellico. It will not serve the Hillston country, because they are as far from 
it as they are from Carratbool. They would as soon go to Carratbool as to Euabalong, as they have the 
advantage of water carriage to Melbourne and railway carriage to Sydney from there.
1057. Mi-. Rumphcry.'] What is your business? I am manager for Massey, Harris & Co., timited, 
Canada.
1058. Have you travelled over the country between Koorawatha and Wyalong? Yes ; I know the whole 
of that country fairly well. I have gone to Wyalong via Temora and Barmedman,
1059. Has your business at Hillston increased since 1895 ? Yes ; it has increased all the time.
1060. Did you visit that district in 1895, in 1896, and this year? Yes.
1061. Have you observed the area under cultivation ? Yes. I was told that a larger area is going under 
cultivation this season.
1062. How did you arrive at that 15.000 acres? I know a gentleman who collects the statistics, and he 
gave them as 14,600 acres for this year.
1063. You think that there has been an increase of 100 per cent.? Ho ; I think there must be something 
wrong in the figures for 1896 if they stand at 8,000, because they ought to be much higher.
1064. Do you know the country between Grenfell and Wyalong ? Hot very well. I have a fair idea of
the nature of the country. I have travelled through from Grenfell to Eorbes, but I have never been from 
G renfell by way of Marsden or Wyalong, .
1065. How far from Grenfell does the agricultural area cease? In travelling towards Eorbes we go 
through good agricultural country for 10 miles.
1066. And due west ? I have not been right through to Wyalong by that route.
1067. You do not know the distance that the good land extends from Grenfell? No. I have always 
been given to understand that it was fair country right through. It is better country at Wyalong and 
Grenfell, but fair country right through, and what in a few years wc shall call good country.
1068. Have you travelled from 'Wyalong to Hillston ? I have travelled to Cudgellico.
1069. Can you tell us where is tbo good land? I would call it all good from Wyalong to Cudgellico, 
and fair agricultural country right through. There are places where there is scrub, but I should call it 
good right through.
1070. You said that from Temora to Hillston would be a good route for a line? Yres; I meant by 
Barmedman and Wyalong.
1071. You did not propose to take the southern line indicated by the red dotted line on the map ? No ; 
if the line were going west at all it ought to he somewhere near Cudgellico.
1072. Is there not a large area of land available between Wyalong and any of the points you mentioned ? 
Yes ; large quantities of land from Wyalong to Condobolin and between Wyalong and Temora; but there 
are greater facilities for taking it up further west.
1073. Have you estimated what the probable cost would be for carriage to Hillston direct to Sydney, 
and by team to Carratbool down the river? It would be largely in favour of the railway, because wheat

is
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is carried at such a low rate. The rate from Hillston would be about 16s, a ton to Sydney. They cannot B. CK Grant, 
carry it for anything like that by road and rail to Sydney or Melbourne, or by road, river, and rail. -n
1074. Can you say whether there is any increase in agriculture at Cudgellico ? There is very little there. 14 Sept,, 1897.
1075. You have been to Condobolin F Yes.
1076. Can you say whether there has been a large increase at Condobolin ? There is not any increase 
this year, but Condobolin has been passing through three very unfortunate seasons, and has suffered 
severely from drought. Yet Condobolin has G inches more rainfall than Hillston.
1077. Is the district round Condobolin better adapted for agriculture than the district round Euabalong?
It is excellent agricultural land, but it wants more rain. It is not as retentive of moisture as the land 
further west. In considering rainfall, yon have to take into account the nature of the soil.
1078. You say that at Hillston, with less rainfall, the land is equally adapted for wheat cultivation ?
Yes; because the soil is more retentive of moisture.
1079. Will you explain why a less rainfall at Hillston would produce as good a result as a greater rainfall 
at Condobolin? Perhaps because the land at Hillston is peculiarly retentive of moisture, so that cereal 
crops can thrive at Hillston on a less rainfall than they would require at Condobolin. At Condobolin the 
water gets away more freely than it does at Hillston. At Hillston last year they grew a large crop with ■
9 inches of rain, getting 13 bushels to the acre. In other places, with a 9-inch rainfall, there would have 
been no crop at all.
1080. You say that round Hillston the land can be used for agricultural purposes with a very small rain
fall? Yes; very small rainfall.
1081. That is your reason for advocating a railway to Hillston? Yes.
1082. ^ That the crops there would be more certain, even with an apparently insufficient rainfall ? Yes; 
even in the last three seasons, which have been admittedly bad seasons, they have had crops that paid 
them, and when they had practically no rain at all they got 9 bushels to the acre.
1083. Mr. Oiarl-e.] You say that at Hillston they had good crops in comparison with Condobolin, where 
the rainfall was larger ? Yes.
1084. You attribute that chiefly to the retentive soil ? Yes.
1085. Does it not sometimes happen that rain falling at regular periods is more conducive to the growth 
of cereals in one district than in another? Yes; but they had a very small rainfall in the growing 
portion of the year, from May to November.
1036. You heard what Mr. Donkin said? Yes; ho approved of the line of railway from Koorawatha to 
Hillston.
10S7. Do you approve of that, or do you prefer one to come from Young and on to Grenfell and Wyalong?
No ; I approve of it going on from any point south of the river at Cowra, or south of Koorawatha. It
is a little nearer, and will serve all interests. •
1088. I understand that the land under cultivation at Grenfell is on the share system ? Yes; the largo 
areas.
1089. That seems to suit both the landlord and the tenant ? Yes.
1090. But if land umre available towards Hillston, would it be taken up by farmers ? Yes ; by a class of 
people who would farm on the halves system.
1091. You think there would be a large settlement all over that country? Yes.
1092. You think it would be to the interest of the public to have a line of railway to enable the present
settlers to get their produce to market ? 1 do.
1093. I suppose there are no great engineering difficulties in the way ? None at all.
1094. You stated that the country at present is not very much occupied by squatters iu consequence of
rabbits and other pests ? A great many runs have been abandoned.
1095. Was that the solo reason ? I should not like to say that. ■
1096. Hfr. Fe.fjan^] Do you represent the same company that you represented when you were here before ?
No; I represent another company.
1097. Do you know much about Cudgellico ? Yes; I know it fairly well.
1098. But for the rabbit post, that is very good country? Yes ; very good country
1099. Is it not a fact that in dry seasons they take cattle down to Cudgellico, where there is plenty of 
grass? There is generally a fair quantity of grass.
1100. And as a rule, a fair quantity of water ? Yes; but the Lachlan there last year was practically a 
string of water-holes.
1101. Would it surprise you to hear that they have not only grown 13 bushels to the acre, but that we 
have had m evidence that they have had 28 bushels to the acre in that district? I should not be at all 
surprised. Mr. Campbell has a farm near Euabalong, and he has a fair crop every year.
1102. Were it not for the rabbits, that country would be good agricultural country? Yes.
1103. Do you know Merri Merrigal station? Yes.
1104. Is it good country P Yes; most of it.
1105. Which would be the better route on which to construct the line to deal with the traffic from 
Hillston and Cudgellico ? A line from some point on the Blayney line.
1106. Do you know Wyalong very well ? I have been there throe or four times.
1107. There is not much agricultural country about there ? There is quite a large area now.

^e^wce11 Hillston and Wyalong, what kind of country is it? Good agricultural country nearly
all the way. There are ]»tches not very good, but taking it all through it is fair agricultural country.
Ide n t° y°U thmk there ^ any lirOSp0Ct of the Prol:iosed line Condobolin to Euabalong paying P
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parliamentary standing committee o:; public works.

WEDNESDAY, 15 SEPTEMBER, 1S97.

Jirfsetti:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., (Chairman).

Tlio lion. Eredehtck Thomas Humphery. 
The Hon. .Tames Hoskins.
The Hon. Cha.rles James Egberts. C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Tbickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alered Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Peoan, Esq. 
T'homas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
pRANCIS AuGTJSTITS WEIGHT, Esq. 
Erank Parnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

Charles Edward Rennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands, sworn, and examined :
C. B. Rennie. 1110. GhnirmanWhat are you? Chief Draftsman in the Department of Lands.

1111. Mr, I£imphery?\ Have you brought a map showing the character of tho land between Condobolin 
15Sept., 1897. aucL Euabalong, between Koorawatha and Hillston via Grenfell, and between Young and Hillston ? You

mean the tenures. . .
1112. The tenures and the character of the country ? I have not sufficient information to show all that.
1113. Are you able to distinguish the pastoral hinds from the agricultural lauds ? Hardly that. I eau
give you the different classes of tenure; but we could not distinguish on our maps the pastoral and 
agricultural tenure. . , .
1114. Will you explain your map ? Yes. The map shows the lands for 20 miles ou either side of the 
northern line from Koorawatha via Grenfell to Wyalong : the same with regard to a southern line from 
Koorawatha to Wyalong; the same with regard to a line from Condobolin to Euabalong, from Temora 
to Hillston, aud from Temora to Cudgellico,
1115. Commence by stating the tenure of the holdings for 20 miles on either side of the line between 
Condobolin and Euabalong? The alienated land within 20 miles on cither side of the trial hue from 
Condobolin to Euabalong is 4-50,030 acres. The area held under settlement and improvement leases is
100,500 acres. There are 173,270 acres of reserves, and 741,460 acres of Crown lands.
1116. Can you say how many holdings there are? 1 can give the tenure, but have not the number of
holdings. OB holdings under leasehold, the leases of which will expire between now and the year 1900, 
there are in the Central Division 122,030 acres. The area held under leasehold, the leases of which will 
not expire until 1918, in the Western Division is 236,470 acres ; 142,180 acres arc held under occupation 
license, and 240,780 acres are untenanted. .
1117. Can you say why it is untenanted ? Probably on account of its being found unprofitable, in conse
quence of scrub, rabbits, and low rainfall. _ _ i ... . .
1118. Is there any power of resumption in the Wesiern Division ? There is within a radius of 10 miles
of any township of GO inhabitants or over. _
1119. Can you tell us how many holdings there are within 15 or 20 miles of Condobolin to the west? It 
is practically impossible for us to say.
1120. You have no means of obtaining that information r Not accurately. _
1121. Is that all the information you can offer to tho Committee in regard to the extension from Condo
bolin to Euabalong ? That is all the information that 1 have with regard to the tenures of the land.
1122. Will you give the Committee similar information as to the tenure between Euabalong and 
Hillston ? I have not got that prepared; that is not one of the lines for which information was asked.
1123. Have you information upon that subject within 20 miles of Hillston ? I have information 
respecting the tenures within 20 miles on each side of the line from Temora to Hillston.
1124. 1 was speaking of Hillston as the objective point ? I have tbo information only in the totals for
the whole route across from Temora to Hillston. Prom Temora, via Barmedman, straight across to 
Hillston: within 20 miles of each side of that line there are 1,098,030 acres of alienated land ; of land 
held under settlement and improvement lease, 269,470 acres; of reserved land, 72/,930 acres; and of 
Crown land, 1,783,360 acres. Tho particulars of that Crown land are as follows:—In the Central Division, 
816,100 acres under pastoral leases; in the Western Division, 133,930 acres held under pastoral leases, tho 
former being available between now and the year 1900. and the latter not until 1918; the area held 
under occupation license is 292,090 acres, and the area untenanted, 541,240 acres. _
1125. Now, will you give us the tenures of the line t<ia Wyalong ? Within 20 miles of each side of the
line from Temora via Barmedman and Wyalong, and across to Cudgellico, there are of alienated land, 
1,029,360 acres; land held under settlement and improvement leases, 147,490 acres; reserved land, 515,490 
acres; Crown lands, 1,259,470 acres. That Crown land is made up as follows :—In the Central Division, 
under pastoral lease, 656,410 acres ; in the Western Division under pastoral lease, 81,370 acres ; the former 
becoming available between now and. the year 1900, and the latter not till the year 1918. The area held 
under occupation license is 226,850 acres ; tho area, untenanted is 294,840 acres. _ _
1126. What proportion of the land which you have described would be included in the route previously
dealt with ? I could not tell you without figuring it out. _
1127. Would a very large proportion of it be served by a railway between Barmedman and Hillston?
Roughly speaking, about two-thirds of it, _
1128. ' Will you describe the line and the tenure of the lands from Koorawatha, via Grenfell and Wya- 
long to Hillston ? There are two lines via Greufell to Wyalong, from Koorawatha. 1 have information 
only respecting the line from Koorawatha to Wyalong. via Grenfell, but not going ou to Hillston. 
My information does not extend more than 20 miles to the west of Wyalong. The figures are as follows :— 
Alienated land, 1,186,230 acres; land held under settlement and improvement leases, 58,440 acres ; 
reserved land, 400,680 acres; Crown lands, 68,890 acres. Between Grenfell and Wyalong there is 
another line deviating to about 12 miles south at its furthest point irom the one I have referred to—it 
geos from Grenfell to Wyalong. Wc got this from the railway authorities, who showed us these trial lines. 
I have got the information respecting both. Eor the southern lino, that is a line from Koorawatha to 
Grenfell,and thep south to Wyalong, the figures are as follows;—Alienated land, J,156,460 acres; land held

' under
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under sett,]emeut and improvement leases, 55,420 acres; reserved land, 386,080 acres; Crown lands, 450,170 C. E. Eenme. 
acres. That Crown land along these two lines is held as follows :—Northern line under pastoral lease, '
380,460 acres; occupation license, 65,580 acres; untenanted, 22,850 acres. Along the southern ]jno 
under pastoral lease, 365,030 acres; occupation license, 62,200 acres; uutenanted land, 22,850 acres.
That is all the information that I have got out as regards the tenure of laud along these lines.
1120. That is all the information that you are prepared to give the Committee ? Yes; I might mention 
that there is a very large area of abandoned holdings.
1130. Can you say approsimately the area of the abandoned holdings? Between 700,000 and 800,000 
acres. That is in the country between 20 miles north of the lino from Condobolin to Euabalong and 20 
miles south of the line from Temora to Hillston, and between Wyalong on the east and Hillston and 
Euabaloug on the west. Between those limits there are between 700,000 and 800,000 acres of abandoned 
country.
1131. Can you say why that country has been abandoned ? X believe largely on account of scrub and 
rabbits,
1132. How many miles of the route that you first described between Barmedman and Hillston would run 
through uutenanted country ? I do not know what the length of the line is. I should have to find 
that out.*
1133. You could not give that information with regard to any of the indicated lines ? Not without a 
groat deal of trouble.
.1134. Cliairman.~\ What area of laud is there running west from a line running north and south to 
Wyalong to the Lachlan and Cudgellico and Hillston ? I should have to find that out.f

THURSDAY, 30 SEPTEMBER, 1897. 
' Hrfornt; —

THOMAS THOMSON
The Hon. Eredertck Thomas Humimiery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon, Charles James Bobeiits, C.M.G. 
Tho Hon. William Joseph Tmckett.

EWING, Esq.. (Chairman),

Henry Clarke, Esq.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Condobolin to Euabalong.
Joseph Clarke, Inland Mail Clerk, Postal and Electric Telegraph Department, sworn,and examined:—

1135. Mr. Zee.] How many mail services have you running on the route of tho proposed extension from J. Clarke.
Condobolin to Euabalong ? Wo have two services, one on each side of the river. .
1136. Take the one on the north side first? That goes from Condobolin to Cugong, and Euabalong 80Sept., 1897. 
along the north side of the Lachlan Elver via Kiakato. It is 45 miles, twice a week; two-horse coach;
cost, £5S 10s,
1.137. What is the route of the service on the south side of the river ? Erom Condobolin and Wardry to 
Euabalong, 45 miles; twice a week ; two-horse coach, £70. These are the only two lines going from 
Condobolin to that point.
1138. Are there portions of the service going beyond Euabalong ? There are services beyond Euabalong, 
going to Hillston, but Euabalong is the terminus of these two contracts,
1139. It is proposed to make the line on the north side of the river, so I presume that the service would 
have to be discontinued on that side if the railway were made ? Yes.
1140. Do you think that the one on the south side would have to be discontinued ? It is just possible 
that it would, because they might get their mails more conveniently from the railway.
1141. \V bat is the object in having a service on each side of the river? It affords Euabalong a mail four 
times a week. If they had platforms on the railway, people might prefer to get their correspondence from 
there.
1142. You would have to provide some branch mail service ? It might be continued in some way, but it 
would not be if you could possibly help it if there were a railway.
1143. You are not in a position to givo a definite opinion as to whether the southern line would be 
discontinued ? No.
1144. You are quite certain about the northern service ? Yes.
1145. Then as the railway charge would be £540, you would practically bo paying an additional £48110s. 
a year to take the mails ? Yes.
1146. Is there any movement in your Department to have these mails concentrated, so that one service
will do all the work instead of two ? 1 am not aware of any.
1147. If there is not, the inference would be that there is a necessity to keep up both these lines, and if 
the railway usurps the coach traffic in the north, you will still have to keep up your coach line on the
south ? It is just possible. ■
1148. Is there much mail matter carried on these lines ? It is not a very heavy mail; it is a fair mail, 
because it goes from Euabalong towards Nymagee and Lake Cudgellico once a week, and to Hillston twice 
a week.
1149. Euabalong is an unimportant place ? Comparatively so, I think.
1150. What is the revenue of the Euabalong Tost Office ? £180 a year.
1151. Do you know whether settlement has been increasing in that direction to necessitate the establish
ment of a post office during the last few years ? Not out of Euabalong.
1152. Are the mails frequently delayed between Condobolin and Euabalong? After heavy rains they 
are delayed, not otherwise.
1153. Taking the year round, tho mail service is carried out verv regularly ? Yes.

* Noth (mi rc/Birm)For n.Uou(, CO miles oast of Ililiston there urc along the route, and within 20 miles of each side, 
a total area of approximately 500,000 acres of untenanted country.

, tblOTE (o» remnem) The area of Crown land within 20 miles north of the lino Wyalong to Cudgellico, and 20 
miles south of the line Barmedman to Hillston, and between a line north aud south through Wyalong and the Lachlan River, is approximately 2,490,700 acres, of which about 675,900 acres an) reserved,
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 
Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

APPENDIX.

A.
[To Evidence of H. Deane, Engineer-in-Gkief for Railway Construction.]

Estimated cost and lenotii of lines to Hillston.
Railway Construction Branch, PubHc Works Department, Sydney, 29 September, 1897. 

Condobolin to Euabalong Line.
I am directed by the Engineer-in-Chief to forward herewith a statement giving the information asked for in (inestinns 70 
and 71 of his evidence before the Public Works Committee.

E. HUNGKRFORD.
The Secretary, Public Works Committee.

Aitkommate estimated coat of lines to Hillston.

Name ol tine. Length, miles. Estimated cost Average per m

23
£

52,900
£

2,300
40 92,000 2,300

130 299,000 2,300
09 158,700

124,2U0
2,300

54 2,300
59 135,700 2,300

Wyalong to Grenfell ............................................................ * ....... 58
29

145,000
72,500

2,500
2,500

* Additional length of 8 miles allowed to get an easy HnC, as per Mr. T. Kennedy's report, 23rd Dccemtiur, 1823.

Distance/!.
Orange to Hillston, via Molongand Parkes, Euabalong............................................. 2”>1 miles,
Sydney to Hillston ria 'femora, Southern route ......................................................... 44!) ,,
Sydney to Hillston via Temora, Western route ......................................................... 506 „

Blayney, Koorawatha, Wyalong direct is the shortest and probably through the best country, but via Condobolin 
and Cudgellico nearly as short. Grades of new line about tho same in both cases,

H.D., 20/9J97.

Al.
Official Description of the Proposed Line.

Railway Construction Branch, Public Works Department, Sydney, 25 Qctober, 1897. 
Condobolin-Lhiabalony Kailway.

I AM directed by the Engineer-in-Chief to forward herewith a description of the above line, which was inadvertently 
omitted to be handed in when he was giving his evidence. .

' E. HUNGEltFORD.
The Secretary, Public Works Committee.

Condobolin to Enatmlong Railway.
(Length, 48 miles 8 chains. Estimated cost, £108,225, or £2,250 per mile, exclusive of land aud compensation,)

This line is an extension westward of the Parkes to Condobolin railway, now under construction. It begins at 329 miles 
02'50 chains from Sydney, and skirts to tho north tho maximum flood area of the Lachlan River, bearing slightly 
northwards for that purpose up to 355 miles. The Cugong Range is crossed at 359 miles, when the line takes a slightly 
southerly course towards Euabalong, terminating at the Mount Hope-road at 377 miles 70‘50 chains.

The country is flat almost throughout, l-in-100 grades being used.
H. DEANE,

18 June, 1897.



PAllLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

RAILWAY FROM CONDOBOLIN TO EUABALONG.

REPORT.

Tub Sectional Committee appointed on Friday, 17th September, 1897, to inspect, 
take evidence, and report with reference to the proposed Railway from Condobolin to 
Euabalong, have the honor to report to the Parliamentary Standing Committee 
on Public Works that they left Sydney by train at 8 p.m. on Friday, tho 2-lth 
September, and arrived at Condobolin at 3'30 p.m. on the following day.

The Committee opened their inquiry at (he Royal Hall, Condobolin, at 10 a.m. 
on the morning of the 27th September, and, proceeding westward by coach on the 
28th, inspected the route of the proposed Railway to Euabalong.

They examined witnesses at Cugong and Euabalong and proceeded on the 
1st October to investigate the practicability of extending the proposed line from the 
projected terminal point to Hillston. In the course of their inspection beyond 
Euabalong the Committee examined witnesses at Cudgellico, on October 1st and 
2nd; at Uabba, on October 4-th ; at Hunthawong, on October 5th; at Hillston, on 
October Gth and 7th ; at Rankin’s Springs, on October 9th; at Yalgogrin, on October 
11th and 12th; at Ungarie, on October 12th; at Wyalong, on October lltli and 
15th ; at Barmedman, on October IGth ; at Morangarcll, on October 18th ; at Bimbi, 
on October 19th ; and at Grenfell, on October 20th and 21st.

Propose]) Railway prom Condobolin to Euabalong, with Prospective 
Extension to Hillston via Lake Cudgellico.

Tho proposed railway traverses alienated and reserved lands to Cugong, a 
distance of 29 miles; thence to Euabalong, a further distance of 19 miles, the 
land is in the Western Division and is partially reserved. The pastoral holdings on 
which the line is located are Gulgo, Hi cab el, Kiagarthur, Kalinga, and Boobcroi. 
The line has "been run as close to the river as possible, having regard to the flood 
limit, and the extent of the area liable to flood may be gathered from the fact that 
at a point 18 miles from Condobolin the railway would he fully 8 miles from the 
Lachlan, and that it has also been found necessary to run the line about 44 miles 
north of Euabalong. The river-flats, which within this area run back from 7 to 8 
miles, arc composed almost entirely of black clay intersected by strips of light sandy 
loam. They arc generally pastoral land. The better portions arc adapted to the 
growth of lucerne; hut the country, as a whole, excepting a limited area in the 
vicinity of Cugong, is not suitable for agriculture. A very small acreage within the 
influence of the proposed railway is at present cultivated. Droughts have been 
attended by such disastrous results, and the depredations of vermin have been so 
serious that many holdings which were at one time regarded as fair fattening country 
in average seasons are now either abandoned or are poorly stocked. The tract which 
will be more immediately served by the railway is timbered, where red soil occurs, 
with box and pine. To the westward of Booberoi is the fringe of a great mallee 
belt stretching from the westward of Mount Hope to the north of Cugong. The

belt.
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belt encroaches upon the northern 20-mile limit of the projected railway to the 
extent approximately of one-fourth of the area. This mallee country is not only 
waterless, hut, from the loose nature of the soil, tank-sinking is difficult and generally 
profitless. Pov a distance of 5 miles out of Euabalong, on the north side of the 
river, the country is open, being lightly timbered with box iu a sandy chocolate soil. 
Thence to the river crossing—tbo probable route of an extension to Hillston via 
Lake Cudgellico—it opens out into extensive plains of heavy black soil of a clayey 
nature. Up to the crossing the land traversed is more suited to pasture than to 
agriculture ; but from this point for a considerable distance it has been alienated. 
Taking a direct line from the river crossing to Lake Cudgellico, and thence westward 
to Uabba Gap, the country is timbered with box, pine, and oak, and comprises large 
areas of fair agricultural land. Erom the westward of the Range to M.crri Merrigal 
and the Willanthra Weir, black clayey soil, with occasional stretches of sandy loam 
occurs. The road afterwards passes through red sandy loam, timbered with box and 
oak, to a point o miles beyond Hunthawong ; thence to Hillston good agricultural 
land is met with. Taken as a whole the description of country traversed from Lake 
Cudgellico onto Hillston oilers better opportunities for close settlement than does tbo 
country between Condobolin and Euabalong on the northern side of the river, the 
fiats being invariably backed by red soil, whereas a great extent of the flats on the 
opposite hank runs into malice.

The residents of Condobolin and the surrounding districts do not view with 
favour railway extension in the direction of Euabalong, and it is evident that their 
interests would in many eases conflict with any proposal to remove the existing 
terminus. The Com mittee were impressed with the fact that Condobolin is at present 
the dep6t for an increasing volume of traffic which formerly found its way to Sydney 
via Nyngan, aud, according to many witnesses, the small quantity of new freight 
attracted to the railway system by the proposed extension, would not justify the 
outlay. The railway from Parkes to Condobolin has stimulated agriculture within a 
considerable area; but it was pointed out that blocks available to the eastward of 
Cugong were too small in extent, local conditions rendering mixed farming an essential 
to profitable occupation by agriculturists. The waterless condition of, and the 
expense of clearing the back country, would also discourage small settlement. Some 
witnesses were of opinion that the projected railway would bo a means of introducing 
much settlement upon the halves system; but 1,000 acres of Horambil, through 
which holding the railway from Parkes to Condobolin passes, were cleared with a view 
to this class of settlement two years ago, and up to the present season only one appli
cation has been received. A few references were made to muring enterprise on the 
north of the river. Small parcels of ore bad recently been despatched to the Clyde 
works; hut there is at present no prospect of considerable freight from this source. 
Although the recent drought lias largely red need the rabbit pest, wallaby and -wild 
dog, breeding upon abandoned holdings aud upon reserves, are very destructive. 
The -witnesses did not think it probable that the extension would intercept much 
traffic having a tendency to Victoria. In their judgment a line constructed partly 
with that object should proceed to Hillston, as nearly as possible in the centre of the 
country, between the Lachlan and the South-western Railway.

On the southern side of the Lachlan, at Cugong, several settlement leases have 
been occupied since January last. The settlers are preparing for cultivation in 
association with dairy-farming. In the district generally there are no indications of 
agricultural settlement. A number of selections on the frontage have been abandoned, 
and have been secured to adjacent runs. Mining operations, with fair results, arc in 
progress in the back country.

The population of Euabalong has lately decreased. The most active agency 
in this result has been the drought. Increased economy in the management of station 
properties is said to have been another cause. The rabbit pest alone has rendered 
some of the poorer holdings almost valueless. It was suggested to the Committee 
that the choicest frontage blocks being alienated, ihe Government should accom
pany the construction of a railway by resumplion, with a view to close settlement. 
Unless this were done, or the lessees could be induced to introduce the halves system, 
very little-freight from agriculture could be'expected pending the termination of tho 
existing leases. Wool traffic is in process of diversion from the South-western and

"Western
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Wcstorn Hallways, especially from the latter, to the Parkcs-Condoholin extension. 
The Committee were unable to visit Mount Hope, and the residents, therefore, sent 
several representatives to tender evidence at Euabalong. The active copper-mines of 
the district are, the New Mount Hope and Great Central mines. The Mount Allen 
and Erribendery gold mines arc under suspension, pending the introduction of new 
machinery. The New Mount Hope mine is worked on tribute, and at present forty 
men arc employed. Operations were suspended eight years ago owing to the then 
current price of copper; but tho Committee were assured that a reduction of 
haulage charges would admit of the treatment of a vast quantity of ore-which is at 
present unpayable. The output of the mine is sent to Sydney via Cobar, but would 
be taken to a railway at a reasonable distance on cither side of the Lachlan. The 
Great Central mine has recently undergone a change in proprietorship ; the new 
proprietors commenced operations in May last, and it is expected that when these 
are in full swing the output will be 8 tons of copper per week. The soil in the 
immediate neighbourhood of Mount Hope has been tested for fruit-growing with 
excellent results. Grape-vines especially have thriven, and wine-making is regarded 
as probably the most lucrative of future local industries. Victorians with experiences 
of mallee country describe portions of the belt surrounding Mount Hope as the best 
land of the class which has come under their observation.

The Committee opened the branch of their inquiry having reference to an 
extension of the proposed line to Hillston via Lake Cudgellico, Merri Merrigal, and 
Hunthawong, by the examination of witnesses at the Hike township, which would 
ho the only considerable centre of population along the route. The present popula
tion of the police district extending 60 miles to the north, 35 miles to the east, 30 
miles to the west, and 10 miles to the north of the township, is 580; there lias been 
a decrease of 150 within the past two years. The area under crop within these 
boundaries is 800 acres. The mining industry of the district is now at a standstill. 
A number of improvement leases situated to the south, south-east, and south-west 
of the town, have been offered, but only three or four have been taken up. Two 
settlement lease areas containing ten farms, varying from 1,037 to 2,560 acres, and 
two homestead selection areas comprising thirteen blocks varying from 35 to 982 
acres, have also been opened to settlers, but of these only three 40-acre blocks have 
been applied for. These unsatisfactory results are said to he due to the expense of 
preparing the land for the plough, and to the stringent conditions imposed by the 
Grown ; but it is evident that improved land can be very profitably farmed. Great 
value is attached to a railway as a means of removing stock in time of droughty It 
is asserted that in the summers of 1895 and 1896, particularly, severe losses might 
have been averted, bad means been at band for the transportation of stock eastward, 
and that the knowledge that in unpromising seasons, fats could be sent away at 
short notice would induce landholders to stock with greater confidence. In an 
average spring there would he a large fat-stock traffic upon any railway within a 
fair droving distance. A quantity of stock now leave the district fat, and frequently. 
lose condition before reaching the nearest railway point. Here, as on the opposite 
side of the river, the recent drought has greatly reduced the rabbits; hut the large 
areas of Crown lands scattered among the freeholds are still a fertile source of 
trouble to those who adopt stringent measures to rid themselves of the pest. It 
seems probable that in the absence of concerted action on tho part of the Crown and 
landholders, in fencing and poisoning, many additional holdings will be abandoned. 
It is estimated that if steps were taken to secure a permanent water level in five lake 
by means of the Lake Creek, and if facilities for rapid transit were afforded, a 
livelihood would be opened-up to a large number of fishermen. There has been no 
appreciable rise in the Lachlan for three years, and the maximum depth of water in 
the lake is now 3 feet. A small party of fishermen have within three months des
patched 13 tons of cod, perch, bream, and cat-fish, to such distant centres as New
castle, Sydney, Young, Grenfell, and Wyalong. There being no handy railway 
carriage, the industry is necessarily confined to the colder months of the year. It is 
held that the lake and district present attractions to tourists, and those in search of 
a sanatorium, and that this circumstance would considerably augment the returns 
of a railway. Most of the residents favour a line from Wyalong to Hillston, via 
Lake Cudgellico. It is claimed that such a railway would traverse the Wollongough 
country which, as the Committee ascertained from subsequent inspection, comprises
first-class agricultural land. The
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The witnesses examined by youi1 Committee upon the pastoral holdings of 
Uabba and Ilunlhawong were strong advocates of a railway to Hillston from either 
femora or from Koorawatha via Greufell and Wyalong. In their opinion the line 
would, be used chiefly for the irucking of fat stock and for wool; with existing 
facilities the best stock is sent to Melbourne, where as a rule, it is said to command 
higher, prices. The average cost of transit to Melbourne would be Is. 3d. per head, 
including commission, train age, droving, duty and yard dues, the cost of conveyance 
to Sydney being 2s. 9d. per head. The time occupied in getting the sheep to the 
Melbourne intirket favours their arrival in a condition ‘which is a great factor in 
determining the higher price generally realised. A railway would divert almost the 
whole of this traffic to Sydney, Although the rabbits have been kept in check by 
the recent drought aud systematic poisoning by phosphorised pollard, the depredations 
by wild dogs upon Merri Merrigal account for losses of sheep to the extent of 3^ per 
cent, and the abandoned resumed areas of Naradhan, Merri Merrigal, Cowl Cowl, 
Conapaira, Belandry, and Hunthawong, embracing 700,000 or 800,000 acres are 
breeding grounds lor these pests. In the month of August, the Merri Merrigal 
leasehold and resumed areas wrere both offered under improvement lease, but the 
conditions attaching to that form ol holding are so stringent that no applications 
were forthcoming. It, is suggested that the abandoned areas should be cleared by 
the Crown, and should lie oifered in G40-acre blocks upon the assumption that tho 
ensumg close settlement will practically exterminate both rabbits and wild dogs. 
At Hunthaw ong the Committee examined the acting Director of Agriculture, who 
has completed a careful inspection of the Hillston district with a view to the 
establishment there of an experimental farm. Mr. Campbell was surprised at the 
uniform richness of the soil and its suitability to agriculture and fruit-growing. He 
anticipates a large, fruit-growing and fruit-drying industry among the many 
possibilities of the district. The local lessees, bavins: regard to present conditions of 
transit, have not ju'cparcd any areas with a view to farming upon the halves system. 
The tract of country immediately to the south of the river is fitted almost exclusively 
tor pastoral pursuits, and except for station purposes there has been no cultivation.

Kail wav prom Koouaivatjja to Hillston via Guenpbll and Wyalong.
. At Hillston, Mr. Lhomas Kennedy, of the KailwTa.y Construction Department, 

submitted to the Committee a report, dealing with a route—tlio result of a recent 
exploratioii—from Hillston via Kankin’s Springs, and Yalgogrin to Wyalonu, where 
it wrould join the survey from Temora to Wyalong, and also the survey now 
approaching completion from Koorawatha via Grenfell to the same point. The 
lengih of line as located by Mr. Kennedy, would be about 112 miles, making the 
total length between .Hillston and Kooraw-atha approximately 200 miles, the distance 
from Hillston to Sydney via Blayney, being 436 miles, and'nA Harden, 477 miles. 
The cost of the section from Hillston to Wyalong is estimated to be £202,700, or 
about 2,300 per mile; this amount, added to the estimated cost of the section from 
Wyalong to Koorawatha, £217,500, gives a total expenditure of £180,000 or an 
average cost of £2,400 per mile from Koorawatha to Hillston. Leaving Hillston, 
the line takes a course almost due cast, passing to the south of the Lachfan Kange,’ 
and along the stock-route to Kankin’s Springs, and in a north-easterly direction to 
Malonga homestead; thence to a point a mile to the north of the township of 
Yalgogrin and in a direct line to Wyalong. A deviation is suggested to serve the 
Lake Cudgellico district, bringing the line to a distance of 23 miles from the Lake 
township. Commencing at a point 4 miles to the eastward of Kankin’s Springs, it 
runs in a north-easterly direction and joins the original trial survey from Wyalon" 
to Lake Cudgellico at Youngara Creek, aud follows that survev thence to Wyalong; 
it would add about 4 miles to the more direct route which Mr. Kennedy has 
explored, making the length about 118 miles. Tire section of 45 miles from 
Hillston to the commencement of .the rough country adjacent to Kankin’s Springs 
traverses land presenting no engineering difficulties!' Of this length 34 miles are 
fit for close settlement being timbered with box, pine, and yarran, the remaining 
11 miles of the section is through comparatively inferior malice land. The line for 
a distance of 12 miles then passes through broken country, less than one-half of 
which is fit for cultivation. Here the only engineering difficulties upon the whole 
route are met with, The grade obtained is 1 in 100 with an allowance of £700 per

mile
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mile above the average cost of light line construction. The rough country is left at 
a point 57 miles from Hillston. The line -would then pass along a level stretch of 
20 miles to tho foot of the range dividing the waters of the ilirrool and Humbug 
Creeks. Tho land is here timbered with box, pine, and yarran, and is suited to 
agricultural settlement. In crossing the range a belt of 3 miles of inferior stony 
ground is passed ; the following 19 miles is good agricultural land with occasional 
ironbark ridges in which construction would be moderately easy. This embraces 
the area between the .Dividing Range, the Yalgogrin township, and Wyalong home
stead ; thence into the township the land is inferior with a dense growth of small 
mallee. Erom Wyalong to Eimbi, tho line goes through a level stretch of country, 
the first 8 miles of which is densely scrubbed with mallee and pine. This is 
succeeded by fairly open forest land, and from that point to the Bland by open 
plains. Open country is passed for some distance on the eastern side of the creek 
when thin belts of pine again occur. A large area of the undulating country thence 
to Grenfell is improved; the intervening country between this point and Koorawatha 
is also undulating. Several creeks are crossed hut none would involve expensive 
construction. Officers of the Railway Construction Department who are engaged 
upon alternative surveys between Grenfell, and Wyalong to the north and south of 
the Weddin llange informed the Committee that no engineering difficulties had been 
met with, the flood waters of the Bland having a maximum depth of 2 feet, and 
being without current. Ballast is obtainable at several points, and the ironbark 
forest on the lower slopes of the Weddin would furnish a good supply of sleepers.

The municipal district of Hillston was incorporated in December, 1888; it 
comprises an area of 50 square miles; the population according to the census of 
1S91 was 741, it is now 794. The smallness of the apparent increase is attributed 
chiefly to the largely decreased employment afforded by surrounding pastoralists; 
this decrease is estimated generally at one-third. The estimated capital value of the 
freehold of improved property is £106,133 and the capital value of the freehold of 
unimproved property £18,024, or a total of £124,157. The municipal revenues from 
all sources for the past year was £589. The approximate receipts of the Post and 
Telegraph Office for the same period were £1,387. The Hillston sheep district 
extends on the south to Gunbar ; on the north to the northern boundary of 
Wirlong ; eastward to the boundary of Bab bn. and westward to the western boundary 
of Willandra. It is about 170 miles long by 120 miles wide. It is estimated that 
on the basis of present stocking—900,000 sheep and 4,000 cattle—there would he 
2,000 tons of wool contributed to a railway at Hillston by the sheep district, and 
that the annual output of fat stock would be 100,000. In 1895, 120,000 fat stock 
were sent to Sydney and Melbourne, the greater portion being trucked at Carratbool. 
In the same district there are about 10,000 acres under wheat crop, the average 
yield being 14 bushels to the acre with an average rainfall of 17 inches. The chief 
sources of railway traffic would he -wool, a relatively small percentage of which would 
he diverted from ATctoria, and fat stock. Tho stations now sending their wool to 
the Melbourne market, which it is represented would be induced to send dt to 
Sydney, if there were a railway at Hillston, arc among others, Roto, Coombie, 
Yathong, North Marowic, Willandra, Hunthawong, Little Willandra, Moolbong, and 
Trida. A local estimate credits tliese holdings with a total of 3,700 hales for the 
present season, and it is thought that this would represent about one-half of the new 
wool traffic from the north arid west of Hillston which would be brought to the New 
South Wales railway system. It appeared from the evidence that a railway 
through tho district would he extensively used for the transportation of starving stock 
from the westward of Hillston. Experience has shown that during severe droughts 
in the Lower Lachlan, stock could have been removed to well-grassed country on 
the higher reaches of the river had railway facilities existed. Tire Committee 
examined several settlers in the neighbourhood of Hillston who have had experience 
both in South Australia and Victoria, and who arc unanimous in thinking that tho 
agricultural prospects of the district are superior to those of the localities with which 
they are familiar in the adjoining colonies. The demand for land in the absence of 
railway communication certainly justifies the belief that with improved means of 
transit available land would be rapidly occupied. Experiments have been made in both 
fruit-groAving and dairying with satisfactory results. The soil of the district seems 
especially adapted to viticulture. There is ample testimony to the high'quality of
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the wheat grown in the district. Last year 55,000 bushels of this wheat were milled 
at Hillston, the flonr being distributed westward 140 miles, northward 120 miles, 

.southward 20 miles, aud eastward 65 miles. The graziers and farmers of Hillston, in 
common with their neighbours, have suffered severely from the rabbit pest, and more 
recently from destruction to sheep by wild dogs. They regard close settlement aa 
the sole means of relief.

Proceeding eastward to Wyalong by way of Monia Gap, Rankin’s Springs, 
Yalgogrin, and Ungarie, the Committee had an opportunity to inspect the character of 
the country, and to examine a large number of witnesses as to the capability of the soil. 
Prom the tenor of the evidence it would appear that the cost of clearing, when green, 
the most thickly timbered areas fit for the plough, would be from 35s. to £2 per acre. 
In the case of open forest and pine scrub the cost would average from 12s. 6d. to 
25s.; where piue scrub exists without any heavy timber the cost would be about 
3s. per acre. The mallee country would require special treatment. Wiiile there are 
considerable areas of small mallee which could he rolled and burnt, there are also 
belts of big mallee, the grubbing of which would he an expensive item. The Com
mittee passed enormous areas of land which had been ringbarked and scrubbed, the 
cost of clearing which, ready for the plough, would be comparatively small. Except
ing the hilly country, subdivision would generally include an area which could be 
cultivated at very small cost, aud, given reasonable prices for produce and transit 
facilities, it may he assumed that the remaining area could be readily cleared by 
settlers with small means. The Committee, on their journey to Wyalong, inspected 
several wells. In a large tract of country directly eastward of Hillston, permanent 
water is found at a depth of from 100 to 160 feet; in exceptional cases it has been, 
found necessary to sink 200 feet; in no ease is sinking difficult. The water is 
slightly brackish, hut it is fit for stock. The Committee learned at Tin Hut, an out- 
station of Uaradhan, that during the recent drought one of these wells, at the average 
depth, and containing the average quantity of water, supplied 5,000 sheep. The 
Committee also inspected several springs in the neighbourhood of Raukin’s Springs, 
some of which are said to be permanent. One spring on Naradhan after fairly heavy 
rains floods an extensive flat, and sometimes runs for twelve months. In the event 
of railway construction it would he necessary to supplement these sources of stock 
supply by the sinking of tanks at suitable intervals on the route; this would not only 
meet the pressing requirements of settlers in a new district devoid of natural surface 
water, but the tanks would also he indispensable for railway purposes. As bearing 
upon the foregoing remarks as to water supply, and illustrating the fitness of the 
climate for agricultural pursuits, it may be noted that the average rainfall from 
Hillston to Rankin’s Springs for the past 12 years has been approximately 17$ 
inches, and upon the area from the Springs to Wyalong in the same period, 21 
inches. A striking example of the advantages of close settlement in a district which 
lias suffered severely from the rapid growth of scrub, and from noxious vermin, is. 
afforded by the experiences of a selector upon Naradhan, who, for six years, has held 
an area of 1,800 acres, only 5 acres of which is under cultivation. His present 
stocking is on the basis of a sheep to two and a half acres. On the surrounding 
pastoral leasehold the stocking is on the basis of a sheep to four and a quarter acres, 
and in both instances the properties are considered to he stocked to their present 
capabilities. The disproportionate results of the two forms of occupation are 
emphasised by a comparison with the adjoining holding Conapaira, the rent per acre 
of which is nearly double that of Naradhan, and tire stocking of which is now equal 
to a sheep to six and a half acres. Prior to the advent of the rabbit and the growth 
of scrub, the runs traversed by tho suggested railway, not having a frontage to the 
Lachlan between Hillston and Wyalong, carried, approximately, 356,000 sheep. 
They now carry a little under 100,000. Their carrying capacity has therefore 
decreased to the extent of 72 per cent. It would therefore seem that close settle
ment may he relied upon to restore the country to its capability prior to the advent 
of the unfavourable conditions with which the lessees have had to contend during 
the last ten years. The majority of the leases which would be affected by the pro
posed railway expire iu 1900, and judging from the failure of the recent attempt to 
secure occupation of both abandoned and resumed areas by means 'of improvement 
leases, and the diminishing profits from pastoral pursuits under the stress of local 
circumstances, it is evident that the Government will shortly have to undertake the 
reclamation of a very large area of abandoned country. Yalgogrin
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Yalgogrin has within the past three years made some progress in mineral 
development Within a radius of 5 miles of the township there is now a population 
of 300. Of the fifteen or twenty mining claims winch are being worked, twelve are 
payable. The average return is 3 o/,. per ton. The stone generally is refractory, 
and is sent to Wyalong or Sydney for special treatment. The road carriage to 
Temora, a distance of about 70 miles, is £ol 10s. per ton; the shorter distance (23 
miles) to Wyalong is therefore taken advantage of for the despatch of the stone. A 
quantity of ore is at grass the returns from which would not warrant the expense of 
road carriage at existing rates; and the Committee were informed that a railway 
would ensure an increased output of low grade ores which cannot now he profitably 
mined. The want of a railway has also been felt by those who have upon a small 
scale attempted mixed 'farming. The quality of the soil and the rainfall are such as 
to ensure payable wheat crops, with reasonable transit facilities.

Tho Committee inspected aud took evidence concerning a largo area of 
excellent agricultural land lying to the north and north-east of Yalgogrin, to which 
their attention had been specially directed by witnesses who were examined at Lake 
Cudgellico. This area extends from Yalgogrin northwards to Bygalorie, and thence 
in an easterly direction through Wollongough and Hiawatha to within about 4 
miles of Wyalong. Some witnesses who are well acquainted with the Brookong 
estate were of opinion that the soil is superior to that of Elver in a. Almost the 
whole of the land referred to has been alienated. The township of Ungarie, which is 
on the extreme northern border of the described area, is in a direct line, 17 miles 
from the recently explored route from TTillston to Wyalong via Bankin's Springs. 
It is alleged that communications from settlers who arc now working on the halves 
system in other districts of the Colony show that they would at once abandon their 
present holdings and settle in this neighbourhood, if a railway were brought within 
20 or 25 miles, and in the opinion of experienced farmers, 320 acres would be 
ample to provide a livelihood. The rainfall exceeds that of the major portion of 
Eivorina, and the records show that the fall occurs at a period of the year most 
beneficial to wheat crops. As illustrating the fertility of the soil, it was mentioned 
that a paddock near tho Wollongough homestead had been cropped continuously 
from 1872 to 1894, and that it had in the latter year yielded 3 tons of hay per acre. 
Adjoining land has an average carrying capability of a sheep to 11- acre. Most of 
the paddocks under cultivation were ringbarked and scrubbed from seven to ten 
years ago at a cost of about 5s. per acre, the subsequent cost of clearing being 
approximately 10s. per acre. The total expenditure to render the land fit for the 
plough has averaged 15s. per acre. This mode of preparation is preferred in the 
district to the removal of the green timber, the cost of which, as in districts further 
to the westward, is from £1 10s. to £2 per acre. In the course of their journey from 
Wollongough to Wyalong the Committee passed through one of the belts of ironbark 
to which reference is made iu Mr. Kennedy’s report. The appearance, of the crops 
fully warranted the statements of witnesses as to the fitness of the district for agri
culture.

The evidence tendered to the Committee at Wyalong pointed to a decided 
improvement in the field. ‘ The present population is 4,250 ; 395 claims are at work, 
of which 200 have been declared payable, the number of miners employed being 2,100. 
The output of gold for the current year has reached the value of £15(5,000, hut this 
amount by no means represents the total yield, the results of treatment of the tailings 
and concentrates by the cyanide and chlorination processes being unknown. The 
evidence tendered to the Committee would seem to show that the returns upon these 
processes are highly satisfactory ; one company has paid £6 per ton for tailings, and 
have been perfectly satisfied, according to their representative, with the result 
obtained. The aggregate yield for 1897 will probably place Wyalong in the position 
of the premier gold-field of the Colony. The general impression of mining experts 
on the ground is that with greater depth prospects of permanency will improve. The 
results obtained, for instance, from a 320-feet, level are said to he, superior to those 
from any stone yet raised, and a trial shaft has now reached a depth of 470 feet. The 
value of the machinery on the field is estimated at £70,000, and large investments 
recently made in improved machinery and winding-plant may he accepted as an 
indication of confidence in future development. It is stated that many claims, 
chiefly from the want of capital, are not being systematically worked, but even with 
the largely improved output which may he shortly looked for, it is pointed out that
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the field would not contribute any great quantity of mineral freight to a railway. 
One company has within the last six months expended £20,000 in the erection of 
machinery for tho local treatment of ore, and it is anticipated by some witnesses that 
outward ore traffic will have practically ceased within twelve mouths. On the other 
hand, it is asserted that ore of a certain grade can ho more profitably hauled to the 
source of supply of fuel and flux. The traflic in coal and coho and chemicals required 
for the local treatment of ore would, however, be large, and stone would be despatched 
to Wyalong instead of to the seaboard from Yalgogrin, Grenfell, and other mining 
centres. The expense of road carriage has proved fatal to agriculture. In one 
instance, a local farmer, whose railway station was at Temora, obtained a yield of 15 
bushels per acre from 42 acres, and sold at 2s. lid, per bushel. At that rate the 
crop was unremunerative. The local demand for hay has led to the cultivation of 
small areas, and quite recently as high a price as £9 per ton has been paid in Wyalom> 
for chaff. Victorian farmers describe the land as equal to any iu the Goulburn 
Valley. Paddocks have been cleared with a view to cultivation when wheat can he 
conveyed to market upon more favourable terms.

. residents of the Barmedman district favour the selection of Temora as ihe
point of departure for the western country. The advantages claimed for the Temora- 
M yalong section as compared with tho Jtoorawatha section are chiefly economy in 
construction aud maintenance, combined with more direct access to Victorian markets. 
It was also contended that the line would afford a valuable outlet for starving stock, 
and that traffic such as might be anticipated from a trunk line lo the extreme west 
could he more advantageously worked upon the main Southern than upon the main 
Western railway.

At Morangarcll, the Committee obtained reliable information as to the liability 
of the Bland country to flood. At the point where tlio lines of alternative survey 
arc supposed to cross the creek there is said to be a flooded area of 6 or 7 miles. In 
an average flood the first mile on each side would have a depth of 2 feet; from that 
point to the flood limit the depth would vary from 1 feet to 3 inches. The drainage 
is towards Lake Cowal, hut there is no appreciable current. Plood records show 
that with saturated ground, from 14 to 2 inches and under normal conditions, from 
4 inches to 6 inches of rain will flood the creek. The flood-waters generally drain 
array in from a week to a fortnight. At no time has there been serious delay to the 
mail upon the Marsden Road. Bimbi, a thriving settlement on tlio south-eastern 
edge of the Bland country, affords striking testimony to the capabilities of the soil. 
According to present returns, the Bimbi district within a radius of 8 miles of the 
township, would contribute to a railway 2,631 bales of woo!, 37,950 fat sheep, and 
1,700 head of fat cattle annually. In the same radius 5,642 acres have been prepared 
for cultivation, and there arc 74,000 acres of Crown land.
, Your Committee obtained ample evidence that agriculture is seriously 
impeded in the Grenfell district by the want of railway communication. Producers 
have sustained severe losses through their inability to takeadvantageof a favourable 
market. Hoad carriage rates are frequently prohibitive. At the close of last season 
teams wore unobtainable, and local buyers and producers .still hold a large quantity 
of the yield. In the case of machinery, road carriage from Young or Cowra, a 
distance of 50 miles, has been known often to exceed the railway charges from 
Sydney. The area under cultivation in the police district in 1895 was 27,248 acres. 
Several thousand acres have since been added, and from their inspection of the land 
which has been prepared for the plough, the Committee da not doubt the assurance 
of several witnesses that, on the advent of a railway, the total cultivated area would 
at once he doubled. The larger landholders have introduced the halves system 
with highly remunerative results. The system has, in fact, become so general,’ as to 
he responsible for almost the whole of tho annual increase of tillage.

Recomwbndation.
local considerations which affect the proposed extension from Condobolin 

to Euabalong are subordinate to its importance, as committing the Colony to a point 
of departure in a scheme having the objects of establishing railway communication 
with the extreme western districts, at the same time developing a tract of country 
m course of rapid abandonment and securing to the Blow South Wales railway system 
some proportion of the traffic now attracted to Victoria and South Australia. ’

The
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The new traffic likely to be secured by tbo comparatively short length of line .* 1 

between Condobolin and Euabalong, may be gauged by the inferior country traversed, 
by the circumstance that a great portion of it will be under pastoral lease, and 
therefore not available for small settlement until 191S, and by local climatic 
conditions. Accepting the traffic upon the Parkes-Condobolin extension as the basis 
of receipts upon the new length of railway, it may bo predicted that a large portion 
of the earnings of the latter would be represented by leakage from the main 
"Western line and the Cobar branch. Condobolin is already the depot for a largo 
quantity of this traffic. The frontages in the Central Division upon which agriculture 
could be prosecuted with the best results, have been secured by the adjacent lease
holders; and the presence of vermin and expensive clearing render it doubtful 
whether the available back country to the north and within the influence of a 
railway, could be profitably occupied by agriculturists. It is therefore evident that 
the occasional carriage of fat stock and passenger and mail receipts must almost 
exclusively be depended upon to recoup working expenses, and the fluctuations of 
season are so great that no reliance can be placed upon traffic derived from the chief 
of these sources. The chief centres of activity in the mining industry which are 
already fairly served by the Cobar branch are not likely to become large contributors 
to freight. Present rates of road carriage would apparently render it impracticable to 
impose remunerative local rates. These considerations would seem to justify the 
conclusion that if Euabalong were to lx; regarded as the terminus of the proposed 
extension the annual loss upon the line would, if anything, exceed that put forward 
by the Department, namely £2,500 per annum. If the line were regarded as the 
first section of an extension via Mossgiel to Menindie, the proposal would be utterly 
unjustifiable in the light of the conclusions arrived at by a Sectional Committee of 
your Committee which inspected and reported upon that route so recently as October,
1890. There are also strong objections to it considered as the first section of a rail
way to Hillston. Eor some distance on the northern side of the river the line would 
pass through land which would not be available for settlement until 1918, and any 
railway from tbis point through Lake Cudgellico to Hillston must inevitably traverse 
a large extent of flooded country, entailing not only a heavy first cost, but also 
burdening the work with maintenance charges quite out of proportion to the service 
rendered. It must also be borne in mind that a very large area served by such a 
railway would he equally benefited by a line which, having the same objective point, 
would more equally divide the tract of superior country lying between the Lachlan 
and Murrumbidgee rivers, at present in course of abandonment mainly from the 
absence of railway communication. ■

It appears to your Committee that a railway to Hillston. must be viewed as a 
section of a trunk line to the western limits of the Colony. It therefore follows 
that directness of route, easy grades and curves, and the avoidance of country likely 
to involve expensive maintenance are primary considerations. The Committee 
believe that these conditions are supplied, as nearly as practicable, by the recently 
explored route from Hillston to Koorawatha which, they have inspected. The local 
aspect of the proposed work involves several minor requirements, Hillston, an 
important distributing centre with great pastoral and agricultural resources ; 
Wyalong, a mining field of increasing activity and rapidly improving prospects—the 
centre of a large auriferous and agricultural area, and Grenfell, already one of the 
greatest grain-producing districts in the Colony, can establish distinct claims to railway 
communication. A line serving these centres would also develop and advantageously 
divide the tract of country lying between the influences of the Parkes-Condobolin and 
Narrandera-Hay extensions, and the Lachlan and Murrumbidgee Rivers. A large 
portion of this area lias already been abandoned consequent upon, the incursions of 
vermin, and the rapid growth of scrub, and ihe process has probably been accelerated 
by the early expiry of the leases. The acreage falling into disuse under present 
conditions is increasing annually. Assuming subdivision with blocks of a maximum 
area of 2,560 acres, the cost of clearing would be relatively small. Where ringhark
ing and scrubbing date back a few years, an average expenditure of 12s. 6d. per 
acre would fit the land for the plough. The enhanced cost of clearing the more 
thickly scrubbed and timbered areas including the mallee belts would necessitate 
occupation under special conditions. Generally a considerable acreage of an ordinary 
block might he relied upon to yield an immediate return from pasture and tillage.

Experimental
282 (a)—&
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Experimental farming', of which the Committee ha4 abundant evidence between 
Hillston and Wyalong, demonstrates beyond doubt the fertility of the soil, which 
will bear favourable comparison with the most productive in Riverina. The rainfall 
over a large area is even more conducive to successful wheat cultivation than is the 
rainfall in that part of the Colony. The settlers are mostly Victorian and South 
Australian, and they are unanimous in pronouncing their holdings superior to those 
they have vacated in the adjoining colonies. Inquiries for land on the part of those 
who are now farming in Riverina on the halves system, and by Victorian and South 
Australian agents point to the fact that an assurance of railway construction would 
be immediately followed by extensive settlement. The area which will become 
available in three years hence may be roughly set down at nearly 2,000,000 acres; at 
least one and a half million acres of-this quantity may he classed as adapted for 
cultivation, the remainder being, good pastoral land. Tbis estimate does not take 
account of the stony inferior land on the ridges, or of the mallee scrub. No natural 
water exists, but from Hillston to Rankin’s Springs—an underground supply— 
slightly brackish, but most suitable for stock, is procurable; otherwise water would 
have to be conserved. The opinion formed by the Committee, as to the general 
capabilities of the soil, is fortified by the information to which reference has already 
been made, which was conveyed to them by an officer of the Department of 
Agriculture, "who has recently examined the Hillston district, with a view to the 
establishment there of an experimental farm. Railway freight would consist mainly 
of wool, fat stock, and cereals. It is difficult to estimate, even approximately, tho 
quantity of wool and fat stock which would he diverted from Victoria, but those 
most conversant with the present conditions of intercolonial trade make the number 
of bales from 8,000 to 10,000. Fat stock traffic would be diverted in a still greater 
ratio under the influence of direct railway carriage. The proportion of new wool, 
and fat stock traffic, wliicb would be obtained from close settlement may be expected 
to represent quite as large a factor in the total earnings as the traffic diverted from 
the neighbouring colonies. If, as seems likely, close settlement will have the effect 
of restoring grazing capabilities to their normal standard prior to the advent of 
rabbits, and the growth of scrub—generally estimated to be three times greater than 
present stocking, and if account he taken of a wheat-yield averaging 14 bushels—a 
low estimate, it seems highly probable that, excepting the Departmental estimate, of 
the cost of construction, the earnings upon the Hillston-Wyalong section to which 
tho foregoing observations specially refer, would not only recoup interest and 
working expenses, but would shortly convert the line into one of the most payable 
in the railway system. The mineral traffic of Wyalong and Yalgogrin, owing 
to the increasing quantities of ore treated locally, might not he considerable. 
On the other hand, advantage would be taken of railway facilities to obtain from 
the western collieries a quantity of coal and coke, in view of tbe rapidly diminishing 
supply of wood fuel within a payable distance. This traffic, with the conveyance of 
goods" incidental to the cyanide and chlorination processes, may be expected to 
contribute largely to the earnings of the Koorawatha-Wyalong section. The extent 
of agriculture in the neighbourhood of Grenfell, and the well-known pastoral capa
bilities of tbe Bland, assure a return which, with the traffic induced by mineral 
enterprise, will, in the course of a few years, render tbe total length of line from 
Koorawatha to Wyalong an important source of railway revenue. The uncertainty 
of season which obtains on the lower Lachlan and to the west of Hillston renders it 
probable that the entire length of the projected railway will be of material service in 
the transportation of starving stock.

Tbo attention of the Committee was directed at Wyalong aud Barmedman to 
an alternative point of departure, namely, from Temora via the surveyed route to 
Wyalong. It being conceded that, the capabilities of the country served by the 
Koorawatha and Temora routes were iu all respects equal, the facts relied upon 
by advocates of tbe Temora route arc tbe larger area of Crown lands available for 
settlement in that direction, cheaper construction, absence of engineering difficulties, 
ami convenience in the transportation of starving stock. It may be pointed out, 
however, that the whole area of Crown land available would be well within tbe 
influence of a railway from Grenfell to Wyalong. The Departmental estimate of 
the cost of construction being, in the case of tbe Koorawatha-Wyalong section, only 
£200 per mile in. excess of the estimated cost of the section from Temora to Wyalong,
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it is to be assumed that engineering difliculties are inconsiderable upon the former 
route. Tbis view of the case was confirmed by the inspection made by your Com
mittee. Moreover, the tendency of agricultural settlement is in a north-easterly 
rather than in a southerly direction, as shown by the comparatively small increase 
of land under crop within the influence of the Temora terminus, and the rapidly- 
increasing tillage in the neighbourhood of Grenfell. The chief considerations which 
weigh with your Committee in selecting Koorawatha as the point of departure for 
tho projected railway are, the extensive agricultural settlement which would be 
served, the volume of immediate and prospective freight, and accessibility to both 
the western and southern railway systems. In the opinion of the Committee the 
advantages attaching to a junction from which traffic from a trunk line to the far 
west could he distributed upon two main lines cannot be over-estimated.

Your Committee have tbe honor to recommend—
1. That the proposed railway from Condobolin to Euabalong be not carried out.
2. That a permanent survey be at once undertaken of the explored route from

Koorawatha to Hillston, inspected by your Committee, with a view to its 
consideration in conjunction with existing surveys; and also with a view 
to the early consideration by Parliament, of the expediency of extending 
railway communication to the several important centres of population 
aff ected, and to the reclamation and settlement of a valuable tract of land 
now in course of abandonment.

T. H. HASSALL,
Chairman.

2Gth October, 1897.
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PAKLIAMENTAKY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOBKS.

MINUTES OF EYIDENOE.

RAILWAY FROM CONDOBOLIN TO EUABALONG.

[TAKEUST BIEFOBE THE SECTIOITAXj COMMITTEE.]

MONDAY, 27 SEPTEMBER, 1897.
\Tite Sectional Committee met at the Royal Motel, Condobolin, at 10 a.m.']

. JlvcsTnt:
THOMAS IIENEY HASSALL, Esq. (Chaiejias).

The Hon. Laniel O’Connoe. M.L.C. | Jons LtoiTErj Fecak, Esq.
Fuask Fahnell, Esq.

The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a line of Hallway
from Condobolin to Euabalong.

David Henry Tasker, Mayor of Condobolin, sworn, and examined:—
1. Chairman.] You have beard of the proposal submitted to the Committee for inquiry? Yes. d. H. Taster,
2, You are well acquainted with tbo country through which the proposed line will pass? Yes.
8. Aro you in favour of or against the proposal? I am against it. 27 Sept., 1897,
4. Perhaps it will simplify matters if you would as concisely as possible give the Committeo the reasons
for your objection to an extension of the railway ? In the Erst place I do not think an extension from
Condobolin to Euabalong would pay. The land along the river is first-class land, but when you got
beyoud the river flats there is nothing but dense mallee and pine scrub. The country is also very sparsely
populated. To my knowledge there are only two or three farms on the road. The land may be described
as good grazing country, but I do not think the returns would bo sufficient to pay the working expenses
of a railway. In my opinion the only centres which would benefit by the proposed extension to Euabalong
would bo tbe Mount Hope and Mount Allen mines. The Mount Allen mine is closed down, and I
understand tho Mount Hope mine is next door to it. I am positive that agriculture in that country
would not pay.
15. What sort of soil do you find in the country back from tbe river ? It is sandy soil with gravelly 
ridges. A great part of the country, as I have said, is covered with scrub. There is some good soil iu 
piacos.
(i. There are occasional patches of what you would call forest country ? \res; but the bulk of it is 
densely scrubbed.
7. There is no natural water ? No ; of course iu flood time the water extends a good way back from the 
river. You will notice that the railway is kept a good bit back from the river in order to avoid the flood 
waters.
8. I suppose the flood waters would fill the G-ilgai holes at the back and provide a supply for a few
months ? Yes; but there is no permanent supply. ‘
9. I believe a great deal of the country is infested with dogs and rabbits ? Dogs, rabbits, and wallabies.
10. Would you call it badly infested? Yery badly. I have been informed that somo of the selectors a 
little to the right of the proposed line have erected a dog-proof fence to protect their sheep.
11. Are any of these selectors in scrubby country ? Yes ; several of them, but I do not think they have 
done any good.
12. How is the bulk of the country held ? It is chiefly under pastoral occupation.
18. Has any of it been thrown up ? There is a good deal of abandoned land 1{5 or 20 miles to the north
of the proposed line. It is thickly infested with vermin of all descriptions.
14. That would he the country running through Mount Hope to Cobar ? Yes. It runs north towards 
tho Eogan country.
15. The population consists practically of the lessees ? Yes. There are very few selectors. They are 
very scattered.
Hi. Have you any idea of their number ? I have not. Tho frontage land was originally taken up by 
selectors, but they have now all sold out to the lessees.
17. And there are very few left either on the frontage or out hack ? There are very few. Many have 
not been able to sell; there are no buyers.
18. Yon think they would sell if they could find purchasers ? I feel quite certain they would.
19. Have you any idea of the mining which ha-s been carried on at Mount Hope and Mount Allen? It
is copper mining at Mount Hope, and gold and copper at Mount Allen.
20. Do tho mines employ any great number of men ? Seven or eight years ago they did, but latterly 
very little work has been going on, and tbe Mount Allen mine has been completely closed down.
21. What is the reason advanced for the decline of mining at Mount Hope ? I cannot say.
22. Bat the fact remains that the mines referred to are going from bad to worse ? Yes.

282 («)-A 28.
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D. H. Taster, gg j)0 y0U think railway extension in that direction will have the effect of encouraging or developing 
mining industry ? There would be a possibility of it if there were cheap freight.

* 24. The heavy cost of carriage has been one of the reasons why mining has gone backward r I should 
think it very likely. .
25. There is not much likelihood of agriculture iu that direction ? I do not think so. The country is
densely scrubbed, and the rainfall is light, varying according to the statistics from 18 to 19 inches. 
Condobolin is given 20 inched in statistics, and Euabalong 19. Taking the general run of seasons, there 
would be about 18 inches between the two points, _ _
26. Is there much agriculture carried on round about Condobolin ? It is principally to the north.
27. To the north and east, I presume ? Tea. .
28. Has the country through which the railway passes from Parkes been devoted more to agriculture since 
the opening of the railway ? Yes; the land was thrown open only a few weeks ago; a considerable 
number then balloted for it. I am referring now to land on the Burrawang run. I believe that the whole 
of it will one day he under cultivation. It is first-class agricultural country.
29. The railway runs practically through it? Yes ; the land fronts the line.
30. Are they erecting a platform or station at Burrawang which will be available for the fanners ? Yes ;
they are also erecting a platform at Derrawong ; that is on this side of Burrawang. _
31. Have you any idea of the area of agricultural country there ? Nearly all the country there is 
agricultural.
32. With sufficient rainfall for the profitable growth of crops ? I think so.
33. To where do you look for a market for this agricultural produce ? Q'hero is no market except Condobolin.
34. Is it supposed that railway extension to Condobolin will provide a market towards Sydney ? Yes ; as
far as wheat-growing is concerned, the farmers look to a railway to enable them to send their wheat to 
Parkes, Orange, and Bathurst. _
35. I presume a certain portion would he turned into flour here? Yes ; we have a flour-mill here, but 
they only buy the wheat to suit the demand.
36. Is there any market for flour to the west? A lot of flour is sent by team to the west. I could not 
say how much.
37. Where does it go to ? Mount Hope, Mount Allen, Qilgunnia, and Bobedah. Plour has also been sent 
from here to Wyalong.
38. Do you think railway extension to Euabalong would increase tbe prospect of a market west for produce?
Not much, I think. The population down there is so very sparse that there would not bo very much of a 
market. _ _
39. I suppose that in any ease you could not-look further west than Mossgiel ? No,
40. The Hillston farmers would cut you out there? Certainly. _ _
41. Your market then for flour and produce would be limited to an area extending how many miles 
westward ? About 100 miles.
42. That wonld be due north of Hillston ? Yes; out Mount Hope way. It would be about 95 miles.
43. And beyond that you think you would not be justified in looking for a market ? I do not think so.
44. How is the country held round about Condobolin ? It is principally freehold in tho vicinity of the
town. _
45. What are the pastoral properties? Condobolin, North aud South; Gulga, North and South; Borambil;
Mowabla, Burrawang, and Melrose. _
46. Upon these holdings, I presume, there is a large area of agricultural country ? Yes.
47. Has it been taken up? Every inch of Burrawang which has been thrown open has been taken up.
48. Is there much land available on the other runs to which you have alluded ? None open to selection.
49. But it is in the Central Division, and the leases will shortly expire? Yes, in a short time,
50. Do you think there will be any great demand for tbe land when it is made available ? Not for the 
scrub land, but the river flats and frontage will he snapped up whenever there is a, chance.
51. And land, I suppose, within a reasonable distance of the town ? Yes ; anything within a reasonable
distance of a town would certainly be balloted for. _ _
52. As far as agriculture is concerned, there is more than sufficient land in the vicinity of the line between
here and Bogan Gate to meet requirements for many years to come ? I think so. _ _
53. Is there much traffic between here and Euabalong at the present time ? Very little, I think.
54. Have you any idea how many carriers there are ou the road in that direction ? Dour or five, I think.
55. Has the town of Condobolin increased to any extent since the advent of the railway ? It has not had
time to do so yet. The railway has not yet been taken over by the Government. I think there is an 
improvement, but it has not gone to any great extent so far. _
56. Is the extension of a railway to Condobolin likely to bring traffic from the west which did not
previously come in this direction ? Yes, from tho Mount Hope country, from Lake Cudgellico, and 
Ungarie; and all the Bobedah traffic is coming this way now. ,
57. Where did that traffic go to previously ? Every bit of the Melrose traffic which went to Nevertiro
before is coming this way now. Tho other went to Nyngan. _
58. The extension of this line to Condobolin then has set up competition with the Bourkc line ? Yes.
59. Has it intercepted any traffic which formerly went south ? Traffic which used to go from Lake
Cudgellico to Whitton is being attracted in tbis direction. ' '
GO. Do von think a further extension to Euabalong would intercept more traffic of that kind ? Certainly ; 
the further the line goes the more traffic will be intercepted. The country generally, as I have already 
told you, is so sparsely populated that I do not think very much new traffic would be created, at all 
events not for some time. _ _ _
61. Do you think an extension to Euabalong would intercept any traffic which now goes to Victoria ? I 
am not in a position to say. I do not know very much of the country below Euabalong.
62. Then, under all the circumstances, you think extension hardly justifiable? Exactly ; I do not think 
it would pay working expenses.
63. In view of the character of the country through which the line will pass, the sparse settlement, and
the difficulties surrounding the pursuit of agriculture in this direction, you think it would be unwise to 
construct a line? Yes. Agriculture, in the bulk of the country which would be served by this railway, 
would be too expensive, tn the first place there is clearing to he considered; and then again the rainfall 
is not sufficient to guarantee crops. 64.
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04'. Does much wool come in this direction for the Sydney market F In consequence of the had season D. H. Taster, 
the clip is very light this year, so that one can hardly form a correct estimate as to what the annual 
quantity would be ; but I have seen wool coming here which did not previously go through Condobolin. 27Sept.,l&97
65. And that you say is duo to the extension from Parkes ? Tes. There is no doubt that the line will 
be a good paying line.
66. There has always been a fair amount of traffic from Condobolin to Eorbes and Parkes ? Yes, and I 
think traffic will make the line pay well,
67. Has there been much increase of settlement following upon the extension ? Yes,
68. Mr. Farnell.] You gave evidence before the Sectional Committee which inquired into the Parkes- 
Condobolin extension P Yes.
69. You know that at one time it was anticipated that the line would not pay interest and working 
expenses ? That may have been so.
70. Do you commit yourself to tho policy of not constructing a railway unless it can be shown that it will 
pay immediatelyP I think no line should be constructed unless it can clearly be shown that it will pay.
71. Then from that point of view you would not have been entitled to a railway from Parkes to Condobolin ?
I have always been under the impression that that would bo a payable line.
72. You have large interests here? Yes.
73. Do you not think it is well to take into consideration in railway construction tbe fact that although 
an extension between particular points may not in itself he payable it will add a certain volume of new traffic 
to the main line, the whole railway system deriving benefit r To a certain extent that should be considered; 
but I do not think it is sufficient to warrant the construction of a railway at considerable expense under 
circumstances which make it evident that there will be very little traffic.
74'. Do you know of any case in which a railway has at once paid interest and working expenses ? No; I 
have never gone into that matter. I have never studied that question sufficiently.
75. Do you know that many lines are dependent for tho payment of interest upon the earnings of the 
suburban lines, and of the sections between Bathurst and Sydney and Gloulhum and Sydney ? I daresay 
that is to some extent true.
76. There is not much difference in the rainfall in Euabalong and Condobolin ? Not very much difference.
77. "What do you consider a fair average rainfall, admitting of the carrying on of agricultural pursuits ?
Nothing less than 20 inches.
78. Do you not think that if the Government wore prepared to allow the occupation of scrub land upon 
very favourable and liberal terms that occupation would he a means of opening up and developing this 
part of the country P As far as some parts are concerned the terms offered would be very favourable 
indeed before anyone could be induced to take up the land.
79. The chief drawback to the occupation of a great deal of the land which would be served by tbis railway 
is that it is covered with pine and mallee scrub ? Yes.
80. Do you not think it likely that would be removed under liberal conditions of tenure ? I think the 
expenditure would be too great. I would not take a 1,000 acres of that country if it were made a 
present to me, upon the condition that I improved it.
81. In giving your evidence you are not influenced by the consideration that you do not want to see tbe 
terminus removed from Condobolin ? Personally, I would rather see the railway stop here.
82. At tho present time is much wheat sent from this district to other towns ? Not a great deal; the 
cost of transit is too great.
83. Can you tell us what the yield per acre has been here? About 15 bushels.
84. Does it pay to grow wheat at that rate? It pays to grow wheat here in good seasons, but of late the 
seasons have been so bad that you could grow scarcely anything,
85. What is the average price you obtain for your wheat? The prices range from 4s. 6d. to Is. 8d,
86. Do they grow nothing but wheat? Yery little else. I have a large orchard myself, but it has not 
yet got into hearing.
87. Do you know what the yield of wheat has been here for the last five years ? 1 could not give you 
that average.
88. Have you suffered much from rust ? Yery little.
89. I should say from what you are doing with your own property that the soil is capable of producing 
anything under proper treatment? That is certainly so, in the neighbourhood of Condobolin.
90. But you say that those conditions do not apply further on towards Euabalong ? Not when you get’ 
into the scrub country.
91. You think that that as a rule is a poor class of land for agriculture ? Some of it will grow crops very 
well, but the cost of clearing would bo very great.
92. What do you think would be a fair amount to pay for the clearing of that land per acre ? You could
get it cleared for the stump-jump plough for 10s. per acre; but if you were to get it thoroughly cleared '
it would cost about £2 10s. per acre.
03. Arc you yourself engaged in farming pursuits ? Yes.
94 What do you consider a fair payable price for wheat ? I have only grown hay.
95. What is considered a fair payable price for wheat in the district ? Half a crown.
96. What is a fair price for oats ? Oats are not grown here.
97. Those who took up laud between Condobolin and Euabalong, according to your evidence, must be 
possessed of considerable capital, and must be prepared to spend about £2 10s. per acre in rendering the 
land fit for agriculture ? It would cost that to thoroughly clear it, but as a rule the fanners do not go 
in for thorougly clearing, they go in for Yankee-grubbing. Tiie stumps are left in the ground to rot, and 
they are taken out by degrees.
98. And you think land can be prepared in that way for 10s. per acre ? Yes.
99. Mr. Fcgcm.'] Things have changed considerably since tho Sectional Committee took evidence here in 
reference to the construction of a line from Condobolin to Broken Hill ? They have changed for the 
worse. We have had nothing but drought ever since,
100. As Mayor of Condobolin you think that there would he a risk attaching to the extension of tho railway 
beyond this point ? Yes. I feel confident that the line to Euabalong would not pay.
101. Do you think it would be well to take the line beyond Euabalong? If it went beyond Euabalong it 
might bo a better paying line.
102. How far would you extend it beyond Euabalong to make it pay ? I could not say. I do not know
the country beyond Euabalong. 1 103.



676

4 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

D. H. Tasker. 103. Then upon what ground do you say that if the line were taken further it would probably pay ? It 
might pass through better country, but I do not know definitely that it would. _

27 Sept.,1837.104. You say you are getting trade from the Lake Cudgellico district;—what does it consist of. wool.
105. Where would that wool come from ? From Brotheronery and Wooyeo; all stations between hero 
and those points will fetch their wool here. I could not say whether or not the wool would come from 
any point lower than Wooyeo.
100. You know Euabalong well ? Yes.
107. Are there any stations of importance there ? Booberoi is the principal one.
108. Is there not good country round about Euabalong? The river frontages are good land.
109. How far back does that land extend ? Eight or 10 miles, perhaps 12 miles in places.
110. Is it occupied chiefly by small settlers ? There are hardly any settlers there at all now. They have
sold out to the lessees. ,
111. What is the road carriage from hero to Euabalong ? About £2 a ton. . .
112. Do you think a railway would be the means of settling more people on the land in that direction ?
It might, but I hardly think so. i o c.
113. Do you think railway extension to Condobolin has had the effect of settling more people here. So 
far it has not had that effect, hut it has induced a certain amount of settlement between here and Parkes.
114. Was not some land recently thrown open between here and Bogan Gate ? Yes; it was all balloted
for. .
115. Would not the same thing be likely to happen in regard to available land if the line were extended
to Euabalong ? Yes; so far as the river frontages are concerned, _
110. And do you not think that that settlement would he the means of making the lino pay ? I do not 
think so ; there would not be enough of it.
117. You say that less than 20 inches of rain will not grow wheat; but do they not grow wheat at 
Hillston with a much less rainfall? I believe they do grow wheat there with a smaller rainfall.
118. But is there not much less rainfall at Hillston than at Condobolin, and do they not grow wheat
there? Yes. _ _
119. What is the comparison in the matter of wheat-growing between Condobolin and Hillston ? 1
should say that the Condobolin climate was far superior for wheat-growing. ■
120. And yet you say yon have not been successful in growing wheat hero? Wc have grown it very well,
but wo have no market. '
121. You have had a mill here for somo time? Yes ; but they only buy a certain amount.
122. I suppose they please themselves whether they buy or not, ami they have it in their power to make 
tho crops profitable or unprofitable ? It sometimes happens that the prices they offer have that effect.
123. Do they ever refuse to buy ? When they have bought enough to supply tho demand they do not buy 
any more.
124. Have you ever known them refuse to buy wheat? I could not say personally ; but they have cut
prices down to Is. Sd. and Is. 10d., and they have refused to buy any after that. They have quite a 
monopoly. _ 4 _
125. Do you not think it would he good enough to start another mill ? I do not think it would pay.
126. You say your average wheat yield here is 15 bushels an acre,—would you be surprised to know that 
the average in the Hillston district is higher? At certain seasons it may be.
127. But have not both districts the same seasons ? Practically.
12S. Therefore if they can grow wheat to advantage at Hillston, ought you not to be able to grow it lo 
greater advantage here, seeing that you have a railway ? No doubt wc shall.
129. Do you know whether there is a greater acreage under wheat hero than formerly ? I believe there 
is. I might say that had it not been for tho severe drought we have gone through there would have been 
a greater amount of cultivation than we now have, but the rain came too late for cultivation.
130. You say that the mill here has a monopolycould you not overcome it by sending your wheat by 
train to Parkes, Orange, and Bathurst ? Yes. I daresay we could.
131. What would the rate of carriage be ? The railway is not yet taken over to Condobolin; no rates 
are yet fixed.
132. Mr. MirnelL] Was it not understood that there was to he a local rate ? I think so.
133. Did not the residents express themselves satisfied with tho establishment of local rates ? It is very 
likely.
134. Mr. JPeyan.] Then you think it quite possible that the opening of a railway may be tbe means of 
obtaining better prices for your farmers at tbe local mill ? Yes.
135. What price would they have to pay to Eorbes, per ton? It would vary from £1 to £2, according
to the season. _ ,
136. Therefore it would be a great deal better for the farmers to leave their wheat here than to take it 
so far? Yes ; and to sell it at a reduced rate.
137. Mr. O'Connor,] What is the distance from here to the Mount Allen and Mount Hope mines ? 
About 100 miles—they are equi-distant from Condobolin,
138. Would they be served by the proposed line? Yes.
139. What are the principal towns near you ? Euabalong would be the nearest town.
140. You said that if the river-frontage land were thrown open it would be readily taken up;—under 
what conditions is it now held ? Under lease.
141. How long have the leases to run ? In many cases, about eighteen months in this division.
142. Mr. Fagan.] Who are the millers here ? Nicholas and Iteymond, of Eorbes,

John Coppock White, general commission agent, Condobolin, sworn, and examined:—
3. C. White, 143. Chairman.] How long have you been in the district? My knowledge of tho district extends over 

twenty-two years. _
27 Oct., 1897. 144. Then you are pretty well acquainted with the district in all directions outside Condobolin ? Yes.

145. Mr. O'Connor.] You have hoard of the proposed line from Condobolin to Euabalong ? Yes; and I 
■ would like to say at the outset that I am quite an independent witness; 1 have no interest in any

particular line. . 146'
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346. "What do you think of the proposed line paying? I do not think there is any necessity, for the line. C* White.
147. Upon what do you base that opinion ? All tho land fit for agriculture between here and Euabalong
which is available lias been taken up. Some land upon Kiacatoo has been surveyed and will be thrown ^pti 1897.
open directly; a number of people are waiting for it, but Condobolin would catch the whole of the traffic 
from that direction.
148. By whom has the land to which you have referred hcen taken up ? All the land worth taking up 
has been taken up by selectors,
149. Would not that bo an additional reason for the construction of a railway to Euabalong? I do not 
think they want railway communication—they have it already at Condobolin,
150. You yourselves had railway communication at Parkes at one time, but you were not satisfied with 
that ? That was 60 odd miles away.
151. What is the distance to Bogan Gnte ? Forty miles.
152. You would not have been satisfied had the line stopped at Bogan Gate, and since it has been 
extended to Condobolin, why should it not be taken from Condobolin to Euabalong ? There is settlement 
all the way between here and Bogan Gate. If you take the length between here and Euabalong tho 
principal part of the settlement is from 2 to 25 miles from Condobolin.
153. From your long experience do you not know' that railway facilities induce settlement ? But in the 
case of the railway into which you are inquiring there is very little land to take up. Most of the river 
frontage has been secured, and out back settlement is not practicable.
3 54. Will not a large area of land between here and Euabalong be thrown open within the next eighteen 
months ? Some land will be thrown open, and a number of people are waiting for it. If you were going 
to take tho railway westward, however, I think it should he constructed in a direction in W'hicli it would 
serve more people, and open up better country. You might at the same time serve Euabalong.
155. In which direction do you think such a line should go ? I do not know much about the Grenfell 
country, but I do know Wyalong, and I think that a line might be taken from Wyalong to the lake, and 
Irom the lake to Hillston. Such a line would open up a vast area of country which could be settled 
upon, w'hereas the proposed line would open up comparatively none.
156. Are you well acquainted with the country between Wyalong and Hillston ? Yes.
157. Ho you consider that land in that direction is better adapted for settlement than is the land between 
Euabalong and Hillston ? Between Euabalong and Hillston, the river land is, of course, the best; but 
the bulk of that land is secured, People will have no chance of settling there.
158. Do you say that tho land generally between Wyalong and Hillston is good agricultural land ? It is 
some of tho best country in New South Wales for wheal growing.
159. How is it held ? Most of it is under lease. I do not quite know' when the leases will expire, but I 
should think in a tew years. There is a large area of first-class country between Wyalong and Lake 
Cudgellico, and from the lake to Hillston it is all good country,
160. Do you know tbe North Condobolin run? Yes.
161. Is it a fact that there is an intention on the part oi the management to cultivate a large area of it 
now that tho railway has been opened to Condobolin ? It is the intention of Mr. Officer and of several 
others to do so. Had it not been for the drought there would have been a large area of Borambil under 
wheat this year—that is, 10 miles up the river on the other side. They had a regiment of men clearing 
the land for cultivation, but it was of no use in tbe present season to put the wheat in.
162. You mean they thought it of no use to grow wheat until the railway was here? No; of course, the 
selectors who were dependent upon wheat put it in.
163. Now that the railway is open I suppose every man who has land fit for wheat-growing will cultivate ?
Yes ; a large quantity is being grown in the district now.
164. You ascribe that to the existence of railway facilities ? Yes.
165. Mr. Fegan.'] You gave evidence twelve months ago against the extension of a lino from here to 
Menindie? Yes.
166. You then spoke of the proposed extension to Euabalong? Yes.
167. You said that most of the land had been secured ? I think I said that most of the river frontage
had been secured by auction purchase and selection. D
168. But the leaseholds will be thrown open to selection shortly ? In tho course of a few years; but the 
leaseholds are not on the frontage.
169. The land at the back is poor? Yery poor; all the eyes of that part of the country Iiave been 
picked out, Any land worth taking up has been taken up there years ago.
170. Therefore, while a certain area will be thrown open to settlement, it is not likely that intending 
settlers will run after that inferior country ? No; I do not think it will be taken up. It is too thickly 
infested with vermin.
171. Are there many rabbits about here ? Yes; they arc getting pretty thick.
172. You were inspector at one time? Yes.
173. The rabbits have increased considerably in numbers oi late years ? Yes.
174. Are there any reserves between here and Euabalong ? Yes.
175. Do those reserves contain good land? Yes; on the river frontage.
176. Isthere any possibility of their being thrown open? They are of no great extent; but there is 
some good land on Kiacatoo to be thrown open shortly, and a number of people are waiting for it.
177. You think there will be a rush for that land ? Undoubtedly.
178. What distance would it he from Condobolin ? Erom 20 to 30 miles—about half the distance to 
Euabalong.
179. How many acres are to be thrown open? Erom 7,000 to 8,000,1 think. ■
180. Are tho rabbits numerous thore? Yes ; they are bad on all the stations about here. The dogs are 
also bad in the mallee and pine country.
181. Do you think the throwing open of this land to selection will aid considerably in getting rid of the 
rabbits ? No doubt it will. As the land is at present held it is a very difficult job to keep them in check.
182. A settler would be put to considerable expense in rabbit destruction? He would have no chance 
unless he fenced in his holding. If he fenced he might be able to deal with the pest.
183. Can you speak as to the price of rabbit-proof fencing ? Not definitely. I know that it is regarded 
as being too costly for the majority of selectors.
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J. 0. White. 184. You say you cannot favour the construction of a line from Condobolin to Euabalong P I could not 
conscientiously do so.

27Sept.,1897. i§g_ j suppose it is not that you do not want the terminus to leave Condobolin ? No, not at all; that 
does not affect me in any way.
186. Do you think the extension of the line from here to Hillston would pay ? I do not think it wmuld 
for a number of years. All the river frontage land is secured, and at the back of the river there is nothing 
but mallee and inferior land.
187. You said a number of reserves were held by the Crowm? Yes; but they are very small; the average 
would be about 640 acres. There are six of those reserves between Condobolin and Euabalong, and if 
the whole of them were thrown open it would not amount to much settlement, because 640 acres is not 
area enough.
188. Is there any good timber out there ? On the river there is some gum, but the best of it has been 
cleared.
189. The remaining timber is rather poor ? There is some good timber left. There is plenty of pine in 
the back country, and there is some good gum along the river.
190. Therefore, what you would have to rely upon to make a railway pay would be agricultural produce 
and wool ? Yes.
191. And at present the position is that there can be very little new settlement with river frontage ? Very 
little. There are a good many settlers on the bade of Kiacatoo, but they have taken all the best of the 
land, and have cut the poor land out.
192. Mr. Far?ielL~\ There are a number of stations between here and Hillston which at present send to
Condobolin? Yes, as far as Uabba, below Wooyeo. Previously, a lot of this wool was sent to Whitton 
and Carratbool; now Condobolin will get it. _
193. So that Condobolin is actually robbing the south-western line of traffic? If you like to put it in 
that way. Of course, all the freight goes to tho railways.
194. In the event of this line being extended to Euabalong, would it not be tho means of inducing those 
persons to send their wool to that section instead of it coming on to Condobolin ? Unquestionably.
195. So that we might rely upon a great deal of traffic which now comes to Condobolin going to the new
section? Yes ; all the wool and wheat. _
196. Would you say that no railway should be constructed unless it is absolutely certain that it will pay 
from the start ? I think that if that policy were adhered to very few railways, indeed, would be made.
197. You know that it is anticipated that upon the proposed new railway there will be a loss of about
£2,000 a year ? Yes. ....
198. But that a certain amount of new traffic will bo brought on to the main line, which will help to 
balance the loss? Of course, that is true to some extent.
199. Chairman,] You say that tho river frontage between, here and Euabalong is nearly all purchased 
land? It is for the most part. There are a few selectors who have been fortunate enough to get river 
frontages.
200. Is the purchased land suitable for agriculture ? Yes ; but I do not know that it would be so suitable 
for wheat-growing as is some of the hack country.
20]. Would it not be possible for some of this land to be worked on the halves system, as is done further 
south ? There seems to be a disposition on the part of the squatters to go for that system of cultivation 
since the advent of the railway.
202. Do you not think that the extension of the lino to Euabalong might induce further cultivation upon 
that system ? No doubt it would.
203. Do you not think it probable that intending selectors, finding they could not get land of first-claiSS 
quality, would enter into an arrangement with tho lessees to occupy land on the share system ? Many of 
them no doubt would do so.
204. You think it would be more practicable to do that than to take up the inferior land, and make it
ready for the plough? Quite so. Many selectors have been kept so long waiting for land to bo thrown 
open that they have gone away in despair. _
205. You think, therefore, that the construction of a line to Euabalong might have the effect of putting
under cultivation a considerable area of land which is now used for grazing purposes only ? No doubt it 
would to a certain extent. _ _
206. The hulk of the land you have spoken of on the suggested line from Wyalong to Lake Cudgellico is 
first-class land, but I suppose there are some bad patches? Yes; there arc some stony hills.
207. And, I suppose, that, from the lake to Hillston, the line would mainly follow the river flats ? Yes; 
and all the frontage ie secured.
208. Is not a good deal of that land liable to inundation ? Some of it is; but not so much so as is the 
land between here and Euabalong. There is a lot of flooded land between here and Euabalong, and it 
goes a good way back.
209. How far back at the time of high flood ? Three or 4 miles in some places.
210. All the plain country is liable to inundations until you get a good way back from the river? Yes.
211. What water supply is there in that back country ? None, except station tanks here and there.
212. It is all artificial ? Yes.
213. So that the difficulty and expense in the way of selectors in that part of the country would be very 
great, and, independently of railway construction, you do not think settlement would be likely to take 
place? That is my opinion. Selectors with a limited amount of capital could not afford to settle in the 
back country.
214. The only prospect of agricultural settlement wonld be from persons entering into some arrangement 
with the owners of the land upon the halves system ? That would be the main prospect; but, as I have 
said, the land shortly to be thrown open on Kiacatoo will be rushed.
215. You think that all the good laud between here and Euabalong, as well as between hero and Hillston,
will be taken up immediately it is available ? Yes. '
216. So that after all there is a prospect of largely increased settlement in the district ? I would not say
largely increased settlement. ,
217. The present conditions attaching to settlement will not enable persons to deal with the land as they 
have done in years gone by ? No; they will have to make homes upon the land.
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218. Whatever land is taken up will Lave to be occupied? Tes; but sometimes the original occupier J.C. White, 
cannot stop.
219. Do you think the proposed extension to Euabalong would intercept any traffic which now goes to . ®P •* •
Victoria ? I have no doubt it would. I think the Hay line intercepts a lot of traffic which formerly went
to Victoria, A number of squatters beyond Hillston formerly sent to Melbourne, but of late years they 
have sent their wool to Sydney.
220. You think the construction of the Hay line intercepted that traffic to a certain extent? Yes.
221. And that an extension to Euabalong from Condobolin would have a still further effect in that 
direction ? Yes,
222. If the line were taken still further to Hillston you think the volume of traffic intercepted wonld be 
very considerable ? Yes.
223. There would then he a large quantity of entirely new traffic upon a line to Hillston ? Yes.
221. You think that if a line were extended to Euabalong it would be advisable to take it still further and 
tap the Hillston country ? It would, but at tbe same time I do not think tho wool traffic of itself would 
pay, and passing along the river from Euabalong to Hillston there is no scope for settlement.
225. Do you think the probable development of tbe country, and tbe new traffic attracted in tbis direc
tion would warrant the construction of a railway, although for a few years it might not be a paying 
concern ? Yes; there is no comparison between fie lines from Condobolin to Hillston, and Wyalong to 
Hillston. A line from Wyalong to Hillston would serve a large number of persons who are already 
settled, aud would at the same time open up a largo area of country which is practically closed to settle
ment at tho present time.
226. Having a good knowledge of the country, you think that that would be the better point of con
nection? Yes. 3 was managing a station out therefor seven years, and I am intimately acquainted 
with the capabilities of the country. There is a large number of selectors already settled upon the landl 
speak of, and there would bo more if we could get ihe railway.
227. Have they had much difficulty with the rabbits ? Yes, they' have been pretty bad; ^ they are 
continually increasing. I. had it on tho authority of Mr. Strahorn, the superintending rabbit inspector, 
ten years ago, that at a place where about two years previously they counted 12,000 scalps a month, they 
are now counting them at the rate of 150,000 a month.
223. Mr. H'ameU.'} Do you know of any development in the mining industry near Cugong ? Hu ;
Cugong is practically deserted. I am told that there is only one mine at work.
229. Ilow many people are there working? One of the tributors told me that there were only three or 
four working in the mine.
230. You do not know of any mining centre where there is a large number of minors at work? Ho; 
unless it bo at Bobedah—that would bo north-west from here.
231. How far from Cugong would that be? Eorty or 50 miles. _ ...
232. Do you think that any mining settlement on Bobedah should be taken into consideration as likely 
to contribute a quantity of traffic to the proposed railway? Ho; the Bobedah traffic will eventually come here.

Arthur James Taylor, selector, Cugong, sworn, and examined :— '
233. Chairman,} You are a selector at Wheatacre Farm, near Cugong? Yes. A. J. Taylor,
234. Have you resided long in that locality ? Since 1890.
235. You settled in this district in that year ? Yes. 27Sept.,1897.
236. Where did you come from ? Erom Victoria.
237. What is the area of your selection ? 2,560 acres. «
238. Have you any under cultivation ? 200 acres ; 180 acres of wheat, and 20 acres of barley.
239. Is this the first year in which you have grown wheat ? Ho ; I have been growing it for live years.
240. What has been your average rainfall P About 20 inches. _ ...
241. Have you been successful in growing wheat ? Yes; I have not had a failure since I put it in. In the 
last two seasons it has not been good, on account of the drought, but in 1894 off 120 acres 1 got 500 bags.
242. How many bushels to the acre ? Twenty-six bushels.
243. Your only other crop is barley ? Yes.*
244. You have some sheep ? Yes. 1,000.
245. Where is your market for wheat ? In 1894 I had to send it to Eorbes by team.
246. What did you have to pay for it ? Sixpence a bushel, or 2s. a bag. _
247. What price did you get? 2s. 2ad. was the biggest price I ever got in Eorbes, and that was in 1894.
248. What did you get last year ? 4s. 7d. in Condobolin. _
249. Arc you much troubled by rabbits ? There are hardly any rabbits, but I have to wire-net my
property against other vermin. .... .
250. Wliat does your fencing cost you? The netting cost mo £25 a mile in addition to the ordinary
fencing which would cost me £30 a mile. _
251. What would your fencing cost altogether per mde ? I could not tell you at this moment, but I
should think about £55. _
252. What is generally the price of road carriage from your place to Condobolin? Wheat is generally 
Is. a bag.
253. What do you pay for wool ? About £1 a ton. _ _
254. Do you find the extension of the railway to Condobolin of much assistance to you ? Yes.
255. To what extent will it reduce your carriage ? It will not reduce tho cost in tho ease of wheat,
because it will be our market. Of course if the market were oversupplied the wheat would have to go to 
Sydney as it did in 1894. _
256. How far are you from Eorbes ? Eighty miles; and I am 25 miles from Condobolin.
257. What is your opinion in reference to the construction of a railway from Condobolin to Euabalong ?
I think it would open up a lot of country and cause a great deal more farming.
258. What country will it open up chiefly? Land On Kiacatoo ; but there is a number of leaseholds to 
be thrown open shortly, and altogether I think the railway would cause a lot of settlement. There is a 
lot of open country on Melrose which would be taken up ; I am referring now to the resumed area.

* Notk {on revision) :—1 am stripping the wheat aud bmiej, wheat yielding 0 hags to the aero and barley 8 bags.
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A. J. Taylor. 259. Do you know kow much there will be ? I could not say precisely, but there is an enormous quantity 
of land there to be taken up, and land would also be taken up on Mowabla. _

27Sept,, 1897. 2eo. That is the full extent of country you think that the line to Euabalong would servo ? Yes; on this 
side of the Western Division line.
261. What sort of soil is it ? Bed loamy soil.
262. Is it the kind of soil that you have ? Yes. ■
263. You said you had an average of 26 bushels? That was in 1894, hut that would not bo my general 
average; the average in the district would be about lo bushels.
264. At what price would a yield of 15 bushels pay At about 3s.
265. You think that when the price goes below that it would not pay ? Ao. _
266. In how many years has the price been less than 3s. ? I fancy that 1894 was the only year when it 
was less. I got 2s. 2-ld. in that year.
267. In five out of the sis years you have been here wheat has been more thau 3s. a bushel? Yes,
268. How do you get your water? By tank. There is no river frontage; my place is about 8 miles
from the river and about 1 mile from the proposed line. • c
269. To what extent would tho line improve your position ? I should be able to put in 1,000 acres of 
wheat if the line were constructed,
270. You would be able to get your wheat to market more cheaply ? 1 es; I should regard Sydney as our
market. _
271. I suppose you arc aware that when it was proposed to construct a lino from Parkes to Condobonn 
the Railway Commissioners proposed to charge Id. per bushel over that length? Yes.
272. Would your carriage bo much cheaper if, in tho event of a line being constructed to Euabalong, 
yon had to pay 2d. a bushel ? Yes.
273. You think it would give an impetus to agriculture out your way ? The existing railway has already 
done so. There would have been a great deal more wheat in this year but for the season.
274. Could you give us au approximate idea of how much more wheat has been put in consequent upon 
the railway to Condobolin ? No, I could not; but I know that in 1394 1,009 bags, of wheat were 
stripped on my own and my father’s selection. Wo have 500 acres under wheat this season.
275. How much more than last season? About 70 acres more. ’
276. Mr. O’Connor.] Aud you say that if a railway were constructed to Euabaloug you would make tho
area 1,000 acres ? Yes. _
277. Mr. Fegan.] Do you grow fruit and vegetables ? Ho; but I was about to say that I think wc could 
do a good business in breeding early lambs for the Sydney market if there were a railway. Wc have 
grown cabbages, peas, beans, and potatoes.
278. Do you think that if a man gave up his time to it he would be able to grow sufficient vegetables to 
serve the district instead of their being obtained from Sydney ? I think so.
279. Is the soil fitted for the growth of vegetables and fruit ? Yes.
280. Have you any fruit trees ? I have a few trees in. Wherever I have seen trees here they have 
always appeared to be doing well. Certain fruits do splendidly, especially poaches, apples, plums, figs, 
and grapes. I have seen better fruit grown here than I have seen grown in Victoria under irrigation.
28!. Tbe Euabalong district is not very thickly populated ? Ho.
282. But you think that with tho prospect of railway extension from Condobolin to Euabalong land will 
be thrown open, with the result that a greater population will settle there ? On this side of the Western 
Division line I think an enormous quantity of wheat will be put in.
283. On account of tbe cheaper carriage ? Yes.
284. Mr. Farnell^] You are on He Kiacatoo holding ? Yes.
285. Do you think that the land there which will shortly be available for settlement will bo put to the
use to which you have put your land? Yes. _ _ _
286. Do you know of any other leases which will shortly fall in, and whether the land is likely to be put 
to similar use ? Yes; ou Mowabba tkerc are some 34,000 acres of land which will be put to similar use,
287. What should you say would be tbe area upon which a man in your district could get a decent living 
from wheat-growing? 1,280 acres,
288. He would combine sheep-farming with wheat-growing? Yes; and he would require grass for his
stock. _
289. Have you rested any portion of your land daring your six years’ cultivation? Ho; I have my fifth 
crop in now. I intend to leave out a portion next year.
290. Do yon propose to sow any other crop on that land? Yes; I am trying ambereane.
291. You keep it as fodder for cattle in drought? Yes.
292. Do you think there is any possibility of dairy-farming in your district ? Yes; I am sure that if 
there were a railway dairying would he started on the river fiats.
293. You and those who are likely to take up land on Kiacatoo would use without doubt a railway from 
Condobolin to Euabalong ? Yes.
294. Mr, O’Connor.] How long were you in Victoria farming before you came here ? Thirty years.
295. You considered the inducements offered iu tbis Colony were such as to warrant you iu comiug here 
to farm ? Yes.
296. You are well satisfied with the change you have made? Yes.
297. And with your future prospects ? Yes.
298. Earming is more remunerative hero than in Victoria? Yes.
299. Chairman.] You learnt your fanning in Victoria ? Yes.
390. I presume your family outgrew the area you could obtain there, aud you had to come to this Colony 
to obtain a larger area ? Yes ; our area was too small,
301. Having heard that there was good country here you came over and looked round until you found 
something to suit you? Yes; I travelled all through the Temora, Wyalong, and Young districts, and 1 
liked the country here better than any I saw there for farming purposes. I was up here four or five 
times altogether in the course of ten years.
302. Have you induced any friends to come over from Victoria? Yes; my father and brother hold 
selections near me.
303. What area of selection is held jointly by your family ? 5,120 acres.

304.
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A. J. Taylor.onr' Save ^10U aiiy 0t^ier scti:Iers near you ? Yes; all tho country round me is taken up by selectors. 
dOo. Have they all the full area ? Yo; they have from t,000 acres upwards.
306. They will have an opportunity to get their full area when the leasehold of Kiacatoo falls in? There 27Sept.,lS97 
arc quite enough looking for that land without present selectors looking for it. ‘
r iU that when the leaseholds of ICiacatoo and Melrose fall in there will he a strong demand for the land ? Yes. 0

308. You think that the combination of agricultural and pastoral pursuits is suited to the district? 
nnnS ;,r worIany “10 ^"r° together you can keep the ground clean, and obtain a hotter return. 
dUJ. _J suppose that you and your neighbours all farm on ihe same system ? Yes ; we all go in for mixed 
larmmg, Iho last two seasons have been a great drawback to everyone in tho district; they have lost 
most of their stock. I got through without any great loss.
310. I suppose your cultivation helped you through your difficulty? Yes.
311. Was the line from Parkes in course of construction when you first thought of settling here ? Kb ■ 
tnd^Tar6^ rai Wa^ WaS a* ^owra" ^ cost me £$ a ton for road carriage; but that was an^exceptionally
uiq' tv16 cons|:™ct’ou °f railway to Condoholin has improved your position materially ? Yes 
•Hd Ho you think that if a railway were extended further to the westward a lot of the country there 
would he farmed on the share system ? Yes.
314, Even if a lino were not constructed I suppose that is likely to he done ? Yes. 
qic w,e L'l.ndtbe5u& in jour opinion, eminently suitable for agricultural pursuits? ’ Yes.

.,• ,\ou “ln" tlle demand for land being so great tho owners of freehold will enter into an agreement
with those desirous of settling to work their land on the share system? Yes. ’
Sir, 1 on think that can be done with advantage to each party? Yes.
318. Have you had any experience of the share system? Ko.
319. But you have met farmers who have ? Yes ■ I have been in the Eiverina country, and the farmers
there express themselves as being highly satisfied with the system. “
320. Ho you wish to add anything to your evidence ? I think the mineral traffic on a railway to Euaba-
long would be considerable. There is a number of mines working all along the route from here to Mount 
nope. J think with a lower rate of carriage, mining would increase considerably. A parcel of 11 tons of ore left here last week for the Clyde Works. 1
f no did ib come from ? About 13 milcs out-f miles on the north of the line.
oJz. Wfts it gold-boarmg stone ? Yes,
323. What is the name of the place? I think they call it Mowabla.

324.
325.
326.
327.

John Whittaker, carrier, Condoholin, sworn, and examined:—
Chairman.}' You are a carrier, residing at Condobolin ? Yes.
,Havo you lived there long ? I shall have been here sixteen years on the 15th January next. 
Mr. Marnetl.} How many teams have you ? Three.

the road6 ten'llorse teams ? Sometimes ten, sometimes twelve, sometimes fourteen, according to
T mloh^ifnV3^6 aQV?rage l0af y°LuLtake ? , I* depends entirely upon the weather; generally about 4 tons.

7e ^ 01 ® fons orb buf that would be when the roads are good.
32.1, Ton do not combine carrying with free selection ? No.
330. Between what parts do yon carry ?. I have carric l from here to Kvmagec, Errimeran, The OverflowNangybone, Melrose, Tara, Metlmmhle, and other places. uveruow,
331. You bring goods from these points to Condobolin? It has been coming to Condobolin since the line
opened. Errimeran used to get return traffic through hero up to the last two years, but not the whole of 
odo m SIw to ^anRjkone. A great deal depends upon the price of carriage either way
the wool dip in here68 ^ 16611 reCently C!lrryiuS ? 1 carrying for Melrose now. I am bringing
333. What number do they shear? They are shearing, I think, about 45,000.

34. Ho you think the traffic to which you are now referring would go towards Euabalong if there were
L tl IT ther,e’,1or would1^ lon!e 0Ilt0 Condobolin ? I think it would come on to Condobolin ; it would be shelter, fliid there would be less freight to p^v.
335. I suppose other carriers are bringing produce from the different stations to the terminus here5 Yes 
33b. Ho you think any of those stations would use a railway from Condobolin to Euabalong? I think

tW Yt?® ara; prefer Condobolin, because they would have more freight to pay
if they went to the westward. Here they would have less freight and the same road carriage. S P 7

fifteen velrs ^ d' r'Ct to'vard8 EliabalonS ? Xos; I have been up and down it during the last
five years mUC'tl settlemcnf fnkei1 Placo 1’bere within the last three or four years ? Yes ; within the last
£■ d“S“i”a,Sk ot lle t0 c<,n<loboli,' l“ be“l “ i"“"l!re *" i»

*T*!°/1“'1 !’in a'?il'>bl* tot i» U» d»tpict mthin «le.uenable time ? T believe so ; but T cannot speak as to the areas.
i*1*6 e?® °f' th« ia,.,d ls suitakle for wheat production, do you think the con-

940 S f a,rall7aJ to Euabalong would bring about much hovafde settlement ? I daresay it would. 
^4-. J he construction of the proposed railway is asked for on the ground that the district is good wheat- 
producing countryis not the soil capable of producing many other things ? I have been here for
of S/rshould caH cro6? ^ ^ ^ Cr°PS 51,166 1 W beenhere' They have hfld' at *6 outside, three 
343. What would you call a crop ? About 20 bushels to the acre.

a p'icii 10 b°AA’ "'oul1 f‘! i’;>nd*wn^? 1 ti’'™»**»-
345. Do you carry much wheat ? Ko ; I carry no wheat., lieymond was giving Is. 3d for it Thev 
came to me on several occasions, and wanted me to cart wheat from here to Eorbes—60 miles—for 10s a 

282 ton.

J. Whittaker. 

27 Oct.,lS<17.
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J. Whittaker, ton. ■ I would not take it, as I reckoned that if I did I should be only making a rod for my own hack* 
^ I said, “ If I cart vour wheat to Forbes for 10s. in the wool season they will say that if I can cart wheat 

27Sept., 1897. for 10s. a ton j can cart wool for 10s. a ton.” Thej* pointed out that they wanted to leave an amount 
which would pay them. A lot of the wheat was taken to Forbes for 12s. a ton, and that left them Is. 9d. 
in Sydney. Feymond raised the price hero to la, 10d., but it was through the carrier taking it away at 
12s. a ton that they got their Is. lOd.
346. Means of transit not being at the disposal of the farmers, they were in the hands of the miller, who 
could practically give them what he liked? Yes.
347. But now that railway communication has been established, and there are facilities for getting the 
wheat to market, is it not possible that a greater area will be put under crop ? I believe so ; still I would 
not depend npon the district for wheat. It you get a decent season the land will grow anything.
348. lias the soil ever been examined ? No ; hut I know that in.afair season you could not beat it. In
aAry season you could flog a flea from here to Euabalong, and not miss it once. Most of the landowners 
here have too much land; they do not want any more. _
349. You mean they have a certain amount of land idle? Yes; and they have to contend with the 
scrub, and with rabbits and wallabies. I think that 5s. an acre is quite enough to give for some of the 
hack-country land.
350. Your opinion of the district is not a good one ? It is not as far as agriculture goes, but every year 
I have been here tho seasons have been improving. For the first two years I thought the grass would 
never grow in the hack country, and I was wondering how the sheep kept alive.
351. You do not want a railway beyond Condobolin ? I should not care whether the railway were made 
to-morrow : it would make no difference to me ; but if you went to much expense to put it down, 1 do 
not think it would pay, although it might do so in years to come. When they are getting road-carriage 
as cheaply as they are getting it now, there is no reason to sing out for a railway. The rate to Forbes is 
from 12g. 6d. to 25s., yet they are asking for a railway. They are charging 25s. on the railway from 
Bogan Gate to Condobolin. That, however, is an arrangement with the contractors, and has nothing to 
do with the railway authorities. It is the contractors’ rate for general goods.
352. Do yon think it was a mistake to construct a line from Condoholin, and that it ought not to go any 
further ? Yes; and I think a good many people in Condobolin are of the same opinion by this time.
353. Where a charge of 12s. a ton was made to Forbes, 1 suppose return carriage w'as guaranteed? No ;
wc had to chance back loading. '
354. Mr. O'Connor^] What is the distance between Nymagee and Condobolin ? About 101 miles.
355. How far off is Tara ? About 80 miles. It would be nearly as far from Euabalong as from hero.
356. Do you know the country between Euabalong and Hillston ? No ; but I know it between Euabalong 
and Mount Hope, and that is about the worst country you ever put your foot upon. The scrub is full of 
rabbits, wallabies, and wild dog, and there is any a quantityof porcupine grass. If you want to know 
what the hack country is like, you want to go into it after a fall of rain. \V hat will carry you is fit to 
cultivate, and what will not is no good.
357. You do not think there is much chance of people taking up the land for agricultural purposes out 
there ? Not if they knew what the land is like.

David Scott, grazier, near Condobolin, sworn, and examined
D, Scott, 358. Chairman.-] You are a grazier? Yes. „

—s 359. How long have you been in this district? Seventeen years.
*27Sept.,1897, 3G0. What are your stations? Mowabla and Gulgo North. _

361. What do yon carry ? From 20,000 to 25,000 sheep on the two stations.
302. What is your average clip ? From 250 to 300 hales.
363. What is the area of the stations ? Gulgo North is 12,000 acres, and Mowabla 32,000 acres. There 
is some conditional purchase and conditional lease land which is not included in that area. There are 
about 6,000 acres of that.
364. What is the average carrying capacity of the land? In its natural state, about a sheep to 8 acres,
365. I presume that in a good season it would carry a few more ? Not in its natural state. In its
improved state it is equal to about 3 acres. _ _
366. Where is your water supply ? The river frontage. Wc have 6 miles of river frontage.
367. Is it good holding ground ? Yes. _
368. Does the proposed railway pass through any of your holding? It passes through Gulgo North, 
about 2% miles back from the river.
369. Does it pass through good country ? Through good agricultural land.
370. What is the country like further back ? It is yarran and box, with patches of mallec. There are
also some low-growing scrubs, such as gooma ; that is an edible scrub. _ _
371. What is the country like at the back of your run ? To the north and west it is rough country until
you come to Melrose. .
372. Is it occupied ? A good part of it is under conditional purchase and conditional lease, and the other 
part is abandoned areas.
373. What are the abandoned areas like ? There is malice and some timbered country, which, if cleared, 
would be fair agricultural land.
374. Do you think there is any prospect of agricultural settlement there? Only on condition that the 
land is put up at a fair price and railway communication is afforded.
375. Is the land in that direction much infested with rabbits ? It has been, hut rabbits are now nearly a 
thing of the past; you see a few here and there.
376. Is that due to the drought ? Yes ; and the measures which have been taken to exterminate them.
My own place is wire-netted, and I have been keeping them down to a considerable extent for some years 
past; but even outside my wire-netting now it is very hard to find them, _
377. Are the abandoned areas also free of rabbits ? They are at the present moment, but the rabbits will
soon be back again. .
378. Are not the neglected abandoned areas a menace to the surrounding property ? Undoubtedly.

- 379.
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379. Do yon not think something might bs done to get these lands occupied ;—do you not think people 
would settle upon them if the conditions were liberal ? That is a hard question to answer. The land is 
left in such peculiar shapes and areas that it would be rather a bold man who would tackle it.

it would be almost impassible to deal with these abandoned areas properly ? Some of it 
is fairly good laud, and might be profitably taken up again. I know of one area of d,5G0 acres which was 
part of my holding at one time. You will have to give a bonus to anyone to induce them to take some of it up.
3S1-- Do you think there is no possibility of dealing with the land under a scheme under which it would 
be held for a long term at a peppercorn rental with improved conditions ? If the Glovernment could see 
their way to give an extended tenure of tins inferior country at a peppercorn rate, the isolated blocks 
might he taken up by the adjoining leasees; but I do not think any man would take them up by themselves.
382. Do you think the proposed line to Euabalong would be a profitable undertaking? .Not in the 
immediate future, but it would benefit the country to a large extent. It seems to me necessary to bear 
in mind, in connection with railway extension, that besides inducing settlement it is necessary to keep men 
on the land. There is a large number of men on the land now who ought to receive consideration, and if 
they do not get railway facillities many of them will be unable to stay where they are.
383, Past experience shows that? It is being demonstrated every day.
38d. Ihe original selectors have not been able to fight against the adverse conditions, and they are selling 
out to those in a position to purchase ? Yes ; there has been an inducement to make large estates.
385. 'With regard to the freehold land, do you think tho construction of a railway might have the effect of 
putting some of it under cultivation on the share system ? I cau only speak for myself. Since the rail
way came to Condobolin I have been clearing as fast as I can. My intention is to put 3,090 acres under 
crop, and I think others will very likely follow suit. I know that many others are clearing with the inten
tion of putting in crops. Without railway facilities that would be impossible. The extension of the railway 
beyond Condobolin does not affect my own case at ail, because Condobolin would be my station. I have 
no personal interest whatever in the matter. The extension would not benefit mo in the smallest degree. 
38(i. Do you think the extension of the railway to Euabalong would attract more traffic in this direction 
than has come hero up to the present? Decidedly. I know the country from Condobolin to Hillston, 
mid 1 know that for a distance of from 20 to 30 miles from the river it is all good agricultural country. 
AY hen you get further back, towards Mount Hope, you have a light, sandy soil, which is not good for 
anything. Without a railway this land would never be taken up. "
387. Aou are in favour of the proposal then? Yes. I heard a former witness speaking of iho crops 
which could be obtained in this district, I have been growing crops here for fourteen or fifteen years— 
sometimes for hay, but latterly for wheat—and my lowest return, last year, was 14 bushels to the acre. 
Before that I never had under 20 bushels. Last year was an. exceptionally had year. I was about the 
only one who had a crop last year, and I had about 14 bushels to the acre. I was tho first in the district 
to send wheat away when the railway came to Forbes ; that was in 1894. The price was very low that

wheat returned me Is. 9d. a bushel net, and even at that low price I was left with a clear 
profit of 4s. (id. an acre. It was a small profit,.but it showed that even at that small price wheat-growing 
J™* pay. At 2s. fid. a bushel it will pay well. The land in this direction is also suitable for malting 
barley. Capo barley is not worth growing. „
388. Aon have had some experience in agriculture ? I had an experience in the old country for thirty 
years. 1 farmed in Scotland long before I came to this Colony. I might add I au; a little interested in 
mining at Mowabla. Some ore was sent_ to Sydney the other day. It is all highly auriferous country, 
away back from the river. Between tho river and the ridges there is what I should call good agricultural 
country; beyond that you come on to auriferous country, which extends to Mount Hope. It is good 
grazing land, but it is not suitable for agriculture. I am interested in gold-mining, but there are also 
silver and copper, aud the country is as new as are many parts of YYest Australia, It has never been 
prospected.
389. It is comparatively untried ? Yes.
390. You think a visit by fully-equipped prospecting parties might result in discoveries? Yes. Mr. Slec 
vvas out there not long ago. He thought highly of the country, and recommended that it should he tried 
tor alluvial, but no one has tried it yet. The fact is, no one has the money with which to make the 
experiment.
391. Mr.Farnell'] You are badly off for water? There is no reason why we should be badly off for 
water. The catchment is good, and the holding ground is good. As to tho rainfall, on my station, taking 
the last fourteen years, it has averaged 19 inches 40 points. The following are the particulars 1882, 
lO'Oo; 1883, 12-51; I8S4, 1378; 1885, 19-37; 1886, 21-31; 1887, 32-fi2 ; 1888, 9-89; 1889, 21-99: 
18JO; 31'fio ; 1891, 21-34; 3892, 19-44; 1893, 1G'50; 1894, 30-89; 1895, 11-28; 1896, 15-27or an 
average for 5 years of 19*59. liussell puts tho rainfall for Condobolin at 23 inches, but according to 
the figures I have given it is 19 inches.
392. Mr. JPegan.] If a line were constructed from "Wyalong, via Lake Cudgellico, would that be better 
for the people of Euabalong than the proposed railway ? No ; the proposed line would be nearer to them, 
and they would have a shorter haulage to Sydney.
393. YYhat is the distance from Euabalong to Cudgellico ? Twenty miles.
394. AYhat is the distance from Euabalong to Condobolin? It is 40 miles, I believe.
395. But if there were a line to Cudgellico, would it not suit tho people of Euabalong better than the terminus here ? Aes.
396. For what distance would the proposed line to Euabalong go through your land ? For 3 miles.
397 Would you be willing to give any land which might be required for a railway ? It would be leasehold 
land ; the line would not touch my freehold. , '

D. Scott. 
27SepH1897.

James Brown Milne, wool-scourer, Condobolin, sworn, and examined:—
398. Chairman.'] You are a wool-scourer at Condobolin ? Yes. j B Milne

ntrii How many men do you employ ? About eighteen during the season,
400. Where do you chiefly get your wool from? From the Condobolin district—north, south,and west. 27Sept.,lS97.
401. I hey only give you a small percentage of the wool ? The percentage usually scoured would be
about 15 per cent, I should say we scour about 15 per cent, of the clip every year. 402"
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J. is. Milne. 402. You are acquainted ■witli tlie proposal before the Committee for the construction of a line from 
r \ Condobolin to Euabalong? Yes.

27Sept,, 1897. 403, In which direction do you live ? About 6 miles up the river from Condobolin.
404. Do you know the country there ? I know it all round about Condobolin very well.
405. Do you think there is any prospect of a line from Condobolin paying? I do not think it would pay 
in the immediate future. Ultimately 1 dare say it might pay.
406. The river froutages having been secured, there would not be much land to throw open for settlement? 
There would be a lot of land open for settlement. All the resumed arcus have been abandoned.
407. Is it good arable land? Yes; I have lived for several years in the Western Division, and I have 
seen quite as good crops there as 1 have seen round about Condobolin. I am talking of the country to 
the north of Euabalousr, in the Western Division.
40?. You think that if the proposed railway wore constructed, a largo area of land, which is now 
unoccupied, would be taken up? I believe so. I think the line would assist the Government in getting 
rid of tho abandoned resumed areas in the Western Division.
409. Do you think the people would be willing to pay local rates—that is, rates higher than the usual 
rates—so that there might be some prospect of the line paying? It would be a question with them 
whether they could get their produce carried more cheaply by team or by railway. Once a railway is 
constructed people naturally like to get their produce carried at the lowest rates. They do not like to be 
handicapped as against other hues.
410. Have you had any experience of teams competing successfully with the railway for any length of
time? Ho. .
411. Have you heard of such a thing ? I have heard of teams running against the railway; but I do not 
think they have been able to do so for any length of time.

, 412. A railway gives certainty of carriage? Yes ; and with teams there is no certainty.
413. In the case of a railway you can rely upon your produce being at a certain place on the date named ? 
Yes ; and in the case of teams that would depend very much upon the season and upon the state of 
the roads.
414. With teams a great deal of produce is lost or wasted? 1 would not say that; but you cannot rely 
upon your getting your produce brought forward on any specified date.
4lo. If the roads become impassable it depends upon what goods are being carried whether there will bo 
a loss or not; take general goods, for instance? I have known loads of potatoes go bad; that was 
at a time when we had to cart from Orange.
416. The roads in this district are in a fair condition ? Yes, in good weather : in bad weather they are 
very bad. In flood time the river roads are quite impassable.
417. Do you think the people of Euabalong would be willing to contribute what might be called a local 
rate, with a view to the railway paying working expenses r It would all depend upon the difference 
between the railway and team rates.
418. It is estimated that there will be a considerable loss on the line ;—do you think that under such 
circumstances its construction would be warranted ? If the railway were going to stop at Euabalong I 
should say it would not be justifiable ; but if the Euabalong section is regarded as part of a national line, 
I should be in favour of it. The proper course would, no doubt, be to extend the line to Hillston from 
Euabalong. One reason for a line in that direction is that it tends to divide the country in halves. It 
seems to me to be about midway between the Hay and the Bourke lines. Any line on the southern side 
of the river would give an undue preponderance of railway communication to the people living there.
419. If a line were constructed to Hillston, via Lake Cudgellico, do you think it would supply local wants?
I still think that in the future something will have to be done with that enormous area of country to the' 
north-west of Condobolin, which would be without railway communication.
420. Would not a line through Cudgellico meet all requirements ? You must remember that those using 
it would have to get across the river.
421. Where are the crossings ? There are two crossings. * There is one bridge at Euabalong, and another 
10 mites further down.
422. Heither of them are good enough to take a railway over ? I think not.
423. In your opinion, the best way to serve the people of Euabalong and to induce settlement upon a 
large area of land would be to construct the proposed railway ? 1 think so, as a step in a line further 
westward.
424. Do you not think the people would be willing to pay local rates? It is quite certain that they will 
not send their goods by railway if they can get them carried more cheaply by team.
425. Where would be the market for general produce if the railway were constructed? I suppose the 
market for wheat will very soon be where our market for wool is—Sydney.

George Daniel Woodall, postmaster, Condobolin, sworn, and examined:—
G. D. 426. Chairman^ How long have you been stationed here ? Two years next Christmas.

Woodall. 427. Mr. O'Connor.'] You are acquainted with the proposal to extend the railway to Euabalong ? Yes.
428. Have you formed an opinion in regard to the proposed extension ? The evidence I can give you 

'27Sept,, 1897. relates only to mail matters.
429. You send mails to Euabalong? Yes.
430. What is the amount of mail matter passing between Condobolin and Euabalong? About 400 letters 
weekly, 250 newspapers, and twenty parcels. We receive from Euabalong 200 letters, twenty-five papers, 
and six parcels.
431. You have telegraphic communication with Euabalong? Yery little.
432. What do you pay yearly for the mail between Condobolin and Euabalong? On the north sido of 
the river, £58 for a bi-weekly mail; on the south side, £78 for a bi-weekly mail; in all, £136 annually.
433. Have you noticed any appreciable increase in the postal business since you came here? Yes; in 
Condobolin.
434. To what extent has it increased? I think that during the last twelve months there must have been 
an increase of 20 per cent,

' ' 435. I suppose that if the population increases your business would also increase ? Yes.
436.
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436. Mr. Fnrnell.'] Can you give us nny information as to tho quantity of traffic now going to 0. D. 
Victoria which would be intercepted by the continuation of the proposed railway to Hillston? The Woodall, 
tendency or the Hillston trade, as a ’wholoj is to go to Victoria, because the stations there are largely held
by Victorian companies, but there are places situated between Euabalong and Hillston which would sooner 27S0?1-.189^ 
come here. Tney would rather drive here and go by train to Sydney than go to Carathool aud take the 
Southern line. The road in this direction is better for stock.
437. Erom your experience in the district, and your knowledge of its trade, do you think it likely that a

^oa ""'OGld divert much traffic now going to Victoria, and bring it to Sydney ? I think 
™lwiW wei‘e ronstructed to Hillston the trade of the district would come to Svdney.

43S. Mr 0 Qonnor.j Ho you know the character of the land between Euabalong and Hillston ? There is 
not much agriculture on tho river between Euabalong and Hillston. Agriculture is carried on more to the south, towards Gunbar.
43!). I understand that you were in the Hillston office at one time ? Tes ; eight years.
440. During your eight years at Hillston what quantity of trade was done in this direction ? All the 
trade then went to Hay and Carathool.

Lachlan McLean, grazier, Boona West, sworn, and examined :~
Ul Ohairman.'] Have ^ you been long in the locality? Twenty years. lam situated about 25 miles L. McLean, north ot Condobolin. „
442. Mr. IParnelL) To what railway station do you send your produce? Until this year we had to do 27Sept.,lS97. 
business with ui’angie, on the Western line. Last ye&v we sent to Parkes.
4-43. And immediately the railway is opened to Condobolin you will use that section ? Yes. 
f WiDthe P^posed extension from Condobolin to Euabalong benefit vou to auy extent ? Hot at all 
44o. it will not offer you further facilities than those you already have ?' Ho.
446. Have you a pretty good knowledge of the country between here and Euabalon^0 I have
447. Do you cany on agriculture at Boona? I merely grow hav for local consumption.
418. Do you think the country between Euabalong and Condobolm is suitable for close settlement v A great portion ot it is.
uwi’ W111^ St '™uli 156 'V01'i'11 wlliie 60 cle:,T tlic of scrub and put it under cultivation ? Yes - 
it the Jand were under certain conditions. Of course, some scrub land is the best of agricultural Land when cleared. 0
450. Which scrub land would you say would be the best for agriculture? Tho yarran and gooma country,
. jY V °rd y°u ,Gonslder Pme s^ub land when cleared inferior ? Ho ; in some cases the pine country is_the best agricultural land ; there is generally a good depth of soil.
452. You think, then, that the proposed railway would be an incentive to a large number of persons to 
engage in agricultural pursuits ? I think it would.
453. Have you considered the question from a broader standpoint than that of affording railway conn 
mumcation to Euabalong have you considered toe question, for instance, of railway extension to Hill-
ston * es ; m my opinion the railway should go further than Hillston—right through to the Darlincr and Broken Hill. o o o
454. Having a knowledge of the Hillston district, do you think a railway in that direction would be a 
means ot diverting a good deal ot traffic irom Victoria to Sydney aud intermediate stations ? I think it 
would ; I can only speak ot the matter as it affects myself. 1 know that if I were there, I would not 
send niy produce to Melbourne if 1 could send it to Sydney,
455. You think then that confining ourselves to this particular section, if the obstacles to settlement 
were removed, it would have the effect of putting a number of agriculturists on the soil ? Yes
. . ;Vhat ^.tho land capable of producing besides wheat ? It would produce anythin* at all with 
irrigation. Lbe seasous here are a great drawback and no railway will alter them : we shall alwavs be subject to dry seasons. ' ' '

n;u tbink the average rainfall is suitable for the growth of wheat ? Yes; we have an average ot about 22 inches. °
4oS. 1 suppose your idea is that those who go on to the soil in this district must combine farming 
vvith pastoral pursuits? Yes; a good portion of the laud between here and Euabalong, on the northern 
side ot the river, would be suitable for settlement only in comparatively large areas.
459. What do you regard as the minimum area upon which an agriculturist could support himself aud
tamily . It the land is really good, a man might do with 640 acres ; in other parts ho would want G 000 
acres. But taking a radius of 10 or 12 miles from the river all the land is pretty good ’
460. But is it available for settlement ? A great portion of it is. ~
461. AV here land is not available, do you think freeholders would be likely to prepare their land for the 
bnivGS system if a railway were constructed ? I think they would do so." Many of them will have to do 
aometlimg ; wool-growing does not pay now; they must turn their attention to something else.
fv"i a l d° 3'cu think the hne is a necessity ? It would be a great advantage; In fact, Itrunk it would benefit the whole country. '
463. You do not think the fact that the line will not pay interest and working expense would bo a justifi
cation for refusing to construct it ? I do not think so. J
464 You think the advantage derived by the main line from the traffic which would pass over this section 
would be sufficient compensation ? That, and the settlement which would follow railway construction 
465: tan you speak as to the quality of the wheat grown in this district? Yes; and I had some 
experience m wheat-growing. I have seen cultivation carried on here for a number of years, and have watched the result. J
466. Is the quality of the wheat considered good? Yes.

ir ^ efiual1to tlle Molong wheat ? I would not say that it was; in some years it would be as good.
4b8. Have you known the crops to be attacked by rust? I have seen rust here; but it has been only in very wet seasons. J

^ave you tried growing lucerne, or ensilage ? Yes; I am growing lucerne.
4/0. Have you made it a success ? Yes; I put in some 12 acres by way of experiment some three years
ag0' put m ln only a PrimitlTC wa.v ; but it grew very satisfactorily, and it is now as thick as itwas the first year.

' 471.
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Ii. McLean. 471. Had the land upon which you grew lucerne been previously under wheat? I have been growing hay 
crops upon the land for nearly ten years.

27Sept., 1897, 472. Is your experience in the production of barley and oats as satisfactory as in tho case of wheat? I 
have never tried barley; but I have grown oats successfully. I bare seen them 6 feet higb,
473. I take it then that you are in favour of the construction of this railway, although it will not 
materially benefit you, seeing that you have already railway facilities ? Tes ; the construction of the line 
would not benefit me. Condobolin is the nearest point at which 1 should touch the railway.
474. Chairman.'} "What is the size of your holding ? My leasehold is 38,000 acres.
475. What number of stock do you carry ? I had as many as 45,000, but this year the number is very 
much reduced.
476. You have had a rough time of it with the drought ? Yes.
477. What area have you under cultivation ? Somewhere about 50 acres. I am preparing 300 or 400 
acres for the plough.
47S. You intend to increase the area now that the railway is at Condobolin ? Yes ; I intend to put in 
some more lucerne. "
479. 1'he advent of the railway has induced you to put a considerably larger area of land under cultiva
tion ? Yes. ’

_ 480. Mr. Farnell.} Do you think dairy-farming could be carried on successfuliy here ? Dairy-farming
could be carried on very successfully on the river, because you could always irrigate, and have green food 
for your cattle.
481. In a fair season the natural grasses and herbs are splendid for dairy purposes ? Yes ; but they very 
soon dry up, and you want green food for milking cattle.

John Henry Pears, Bookkeeper to the Railway Contractors, Railway Extension from Bogan Gate to
Condobolin, sworn, and examined :—

J. H. Pears. 432. Chairman.} I believe you have some figures to give the Committee with reference to the traffic of 
, that line ? Yes ; up to the present we have carried about 150 tons of wool from Condoholin to Bogan 

27Sept., 1897. Gate in about three weeks. During the last three weeks we have carried 900 bales. That is greasy 
wool: it would average about six bales to the ton. Since April last we have been carrying goods. In tho 
six months we have carried between GOO and 800 tons of goods; that would be inward.
483. Could you give us an idea where the hulk of those goods would go to;—within what radius of 
Condobolin would they go, for instance? The bulk of the goods would come into Condobolin.
484. It is practically a distributing centre ? Yes; and it is only within the last few weeks that the
stations have been getting in there shearing supply. .
485. It is a particularly busy time of ihe year with them ? Yes.
486. What extent of passenger traffic have you ? The passenger traffic has been pretty fair.
487. What number of passengers have you carried during the six months to which you have referred ? 
We have carried between 600 and 700.
488. An average of about 100 a month ? Yes ; judging from the amount we have collected for fares.
489. Mr. Farnell.} Do you carry any stock? Our stock-yards are not yet completed, so that we
have very little stock traffic. We have had about fifteen or twenty truck loads from Orange and 
Melbourne. Persons here have been getting cattle from Oraugo, and stud rams from Melbourne. ,
490. Do you think you will have considerable traffic in stock when your yards are completed? Yes, 
because the stations out towards iNymagee will bring their stock this way.
491. You think the construction of a line to Condobolin will divert traffic from the Western line ? Yes; 
they prefer coming this way.
492. Is that on account of the better road or the shorter distance ? I think it is on account of the better 
road, from what I can gather.
493. What would be the effect of railway extension to Euabalong do you suppose ? I do not know the
district well enough to say. There is a portion of Mr. Whittaker’s evidence "which should be corrected. 
Ho spoke of Melrose shearing on 40,000 sheep. Pour years ago they shore 130,000. It is a property of 
a quarter of a million acres. .

James Rabinowitch, storekeeper, Condobolin, sworn, and examined :—
J. 494, Chairman.} How long have you been resident here ? Fourteen years.

Rabinowitch. 495. Mr. O'Connor.} I suppose you do an extensive business? I do a fair business; it is slack at times.
496. With what portion of the district do you do business chiefly ? With the floating population. 

27Sept.,1897. 497_ You are well acquainted with the proposal to extend the railway to Euabalong P Yes.
498. Do you know the country in that direction ? Pretty weH.
499. Has it increased in population since you have been here? hfot a great deal, and it is not likely to.
500. Are you any judge of the quality of land ? 1 know good land when I see it.
501. Have you any land of your own ? Yes ; I have 1,370 acres within 4 miles of the town, and I also 
rent some paddocks.
502. Is your holding freehold ? Yes ; with the exception of the selections.
503. Have you any land towards Euabalong? No; and I should not like to have any either. It is
rabbit-infested country, The rabbits died out considerably during the drought, but they are now
increasing again. ■
504. Would you join a syndicate for the construction of a railway between Condoholin and Euabalong? Ho.
505. And you do not think it would he a good thing for the State to make a railway in that direction? Ho.
506. You do not think a railway to Euabalong would induce much settlement ? No; in my opinion it 
would he a decided failure.
507. What was the condition of Condobolin when you came here first? There was more population 

. before we ever saw the railway. How it is decidedly decreasing. Ten years ago there was more money
in the place, more population, and more traffic.
508. How do you account for the decline? In the first place the railway was extended from Dubbo to
Bourke, and a number of stations such as Melrose sent traffic in that direction. Then Wyalong broke 
out, and we lost rhe entire trade that way. People who formerly did business with us now go to Wyalong, 
Barmedman, and Temora. ' 609,
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509. Before the discovery of the 'Wyalong field yon did a large trade in that direction ? Yes.
510. You attribute the decline of trade in Condobolin, then, to a variety of circumstances? Yes. _ 
fill. You do not think the railway has done the district of Condobolin any good? In my judgment it 
will not do so. It is a mode of easy transit, but it does not contribute to the welfare of the country 
from a practical point of view. I regard it as a waste of public expenditure. The line from here to 
Molong will never pay, and the proposal to construct a line to Euabalong is simply outrageous.
512. Do you know the country from Euabalong to Hillston ? No; hut I know that some selectors out 
that way have not been able to make their holdings pay. It is right enough in a moist season, but as a 
rule it is anything but an agricultural district.
513. You get your supplies from Sydney direct? Yes.
514. What is the rate from Sydney to Bogan Gate ? The rate for third-class goods would he about
£6 15s. per ton. _
515. What would they comprise ? Sugar, tea, general groceries, rock salt, fencing-wire, and other things
of that sort. _
510. I suppose that when the Government take over the line from Bogan Gate' to Condobolin the total 
charges will he about £7 ? Yes.
517. What do you consider that the land near Condobolin is best suited for ? Grazing. Until a few 
years ago the district was never dreamt of in connection with anything hut sheep. _
■51S. Do you think that the existence of the railway would induce graziers to plant wheat? I think not.

/; J.
Habi no witch.

27 Sept., 1897

Bichard Whitehead, station manager, Borambil, sworn, and examined:^—
519. Chairman.] How long have you been resident in this locality ? -Eleven years.
520. Ho-w many years have you been engaged in managing stations ? Twenty-one years.
521. What is the acreage of the run you arc now managing? 80,000.
522. What is the freehold ? 30,000.
523. How many sheep have you? This year we shore 35.000 ; but we have shorn 70,000.
521. Does the present line go through your freehold ? It just touches the freehold laud.
525. Have you any land under cultivation? Yes ; with lucerne and hay.
526. Yon have never tried wheat-growing ? Yes ; we tried it on the halves system last year.
1,000 acres prepared for the plough, but there were no applications for the land.
527. Had you any applications this year? I put in 100 acres this year myself.
528. But had you any applications on the share system ? Yes ; one man from Corowahas taken 400 acres.
529. What arc the terms ? I prepare the land and get ready for the plough, and find all the seed. The 
farmer puts it in and takes it off, and gets the first 4 bushels. After that we halve it; if there were 
10 bushels, there would be 5 bushels for each of us.
530. How far are you from the river frontage? The river goes right through the run.
531. Where is your cultivated land ? On the river frontage.
532. Do you think there is a probability of the share system being generally adopted in this district? I 
do not think so ; I do not think it would pay very far off the river.
533. So that really you are cultivating under the most favourable conditions ? Yes.
534. Do you think a line from Condobolin to Euabalong would benefit the district very much? It-would 
benefit the few settlers who are here, no doubt.
535. Do you think they would object to pay local rates? You may bo sure they will get their produce 
carried in the cheapest way possible.
536. Do you think that if .local rates were charged competition would set in between the carriers and the 
railway ? Yes.
537. Therefore you cannot look to local rates as helping to recoup working'expenses? No.
538. You think the rates would have to be ordinary rates ? Yes.
539. Are yon troubled with rabbits on your run ? No ; we are fenced in.
540. Could you give the Committee any idea of the cost per mile of rabbit-proof fencing ? It would be 
£60 or £70 per mile.
541. What water have you on your run besides the river frontage ? There are creeks ; we have weirs on 
the river which turn the water into the creeks.
542. Have you any tanks ? A few,
543. It wants a fair amount of capital to cope successfully with the rabbits on the big holdings here ? 
Yes ; our run was fenced in ten years.
544. You made yourself secure from the rabbits to a great extent ? Yes ; there were very few rabbits 
when we fenced in.
545. You do not think there is any likelihood of the settlers who would he served by the railway agreeing 
to pay local rates ? I think it would be a mistake to rely upon that.
546. Have you any cattle ? 400 cattle and 100 horses,
547. Have you any cultivation at the homestead ? About 1,200 acres of lucerne.
548. You do not think there is much possibility of a line to Euabalong paying for some years ? No.
549. You think the line goes far enough -west now ? Yes. '
550. You are on the right side of Condobolin, so far as railway communication is concerned ? Yes.
551. The extension to Euabalong would not benefit yon in any shape or form ? No, not a bit.
552. You are acquainted with the country towards Euabalong? I know it well. *
553 T'o you think railway extension to Hillston would be beneficial ? It would divert a lot of wool 
wh,„„ goes to Victoria. I do not say which way such a line should go, whether via Euabalong or 
some other point.
554. As a resident of the Hay district before you came here, you are able to speak with authority in 
regard to the diversion of traffic ? Yes.

R.
Whitehead.

27Sept.,1897.

I had

.Tames Dunn, butcher, Condobolin, sworn, and examined:—
555. Mr. Farnell.] You have been here, how long ? Eour and a half years. Dunn>
556. Have you noticed any development in the district since you came here ? In a few odd places. The
mineral resources are not developed; it would require capital to do that. 557. 27 Sept.,1897.
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5o7. Have you noticed that consequent upon the extension of the railway the cultivated area has 
2? Sept. 1S97 ^,cre^s<'^ ll'0 season has been so bad that you can scarcely say what the effect of a railway would be 

r’e s°a wa’i; a Fcflr i:)r t'v0 t^^fhre we know what the result will he. Ho doubt more wheat will
. be grown here than has been grown before. Eetwecn hero aud Euabalong ] know of only one or two

persons who have any crop in. 1 suppose there might be 200 acres cultivated between here and Euaba
long. Outside of a radius of o miles of Condobolio. no increased area has been put under cultivation 
towards Euabalong. The Taylors arc the only ts:o 1 know of who have any crop in.
55S. But within a radius of 5 miles of Condobolin tho cultivated area has been increased ? Tes.
Sot). And you think that that is owing to railway extension? Tes.
5fi0. Is it not natural to suppose that further cultivation will eusuc if the line be extended to Euabalong? 
Bo doubt that would be the case if they could get the land, but all tho laud suitable for agriculture has 
been secured. " °
661- Tou do not think sufficient land will be available for agriculture to afford a reasonable prospect of the line paying ? Ho.
5G2, Have you any practical knowledge of farming ? Tes ; I was brought up to it in the old country. 
563. Irom your knowledge of the district, then, you think a railway between Euabalong and Condobolin 
■would be unjustifiable? I cannot see how it would pav. There are verv few settlers between those two points. " ^
56i. Ho you think that if a railway were taken on to Hillston it would be likely to pay ? Hot if it were 
taken down on tho northern side of the river. The Jand beyond Euabalong is very poor until you get 
about 20 miles from Hillston ; then it is good country. On the southern side the land is much better.
565. I suppose the persons settled between boro and Euabalong are mostly graziers ? Tes; with two 
exceptions they are all graziers.
566. Are the selectors dependent entirely npon what they make from their selections ? Hot many of them
work lor the stations; they make their living on the land. I am always moving about them, buying 
stock ; so that I am able to say pretty well what they do. * °
567. Ho you think that if a railway were taken to ftillston, mir Bake Cudgellico, the people of Euabalong
would he likely to use the line? Tes; it would be only 18 miles away. °
568. Chairman.] From your knowledge of the country do you think there is any prospect of stock traffic 
increasing if a railway be constructed ? 'The plain country here is good fattening country, aud the back 
country, when improved, is very passable ; but it is of no use whatever before it is improved. It is not 
worth Is. a section; it is infested with vermin. If you go through the scrub you can see rabbits and 
wallabies by the thousand; and they will continue to be a nuisance as long as the scrub remains. J have 
about 300 acres for a home and for business purposes. Ho one would take up the land, it was so badly 
scrubbed and infested with vermin. I have applied for it as a scrub lease, but have received no answer.
569. Mr. O'Connor.'] You would improve the holding if you obtained a scrub lease? Tes; I should 
destroy the vermin to begin with.
570. Tou think the coat of putting the back land in order, and .making it fit for the plough, is too great 
for ordinary settlers ? Tes.
571. Therefore, the only country you could depend upon to return freight to the railway would be river-
flats and patches of open country? kes; the open country, after it has been improved about five years 
is very fair country. “
572. Tou have a fairly good stock route to Condobolin along the river ? Tes. ,
573. Ho you think the construction of a line to Euabalong would bring any more stock in this direction 
than comes now ? It would not bring more stock ; but it might induce a little more settlement, although 
tho available areas are rather small. In this part of the country a man cannot make a living on a small 
area ; he must combine agriculture with grazing.

Eichard Tolkman, brewer, Condobolin, sworn, and examined:—
R. YoLfcman. 574, Chairman.] You have some knowledge of the proposal before the Committee? Tes ; T have been 

travelling about the district between Cudgellico, Mount Hope, and Condobolin for about fifteen years, 
11 *' but for the last twenty-one months I have been resident in Condobolin. "

575. Do you favour the construction of the proposed railway ? J do ;—I think it would induce settlement 
in that direction wherever land was available, and that it would be beneficial to the country generally.
576. Do you think it would attract any more traffic than comes in this direction at the present time ? It
would not attract more traffic here, but it would bring traffic to Euabalong, and might induce people to 
settle on the land in that, direction. •
077. Ho you think it would be justifiable fo construct the line iu view of the probable loss of nearhr 
£4',000 a year ? There would be a great loss for a considerable time, but it would be recouped after a 
certain number of years, when people were settled upon the land It would take a considerable time. 
57S. Do you think the extension to Condoholin will induce people to settle in the district, and thereby 
set up,a claim to further extension as time goes on? Tes.
579. If the line is extended beyend Condobolin yon think it should be taken as far as Hillston ? Tes ; 
there is plenty of good soil down there, which, with a rainfall of 20 inches, will grow anything; but there 
is an average rainfall of only 18 or 19 inches. In my experience, if the sandy red loam you find there is 
looked after in a proper manner, it will grow anything in the fodder line. The same observation applies 
to the country between Mount Hope and Condobolin. 1 know of a crop of 10 acres out at Mount Hope 
which averaged in one year 3 tons to the acre and 40 bushels of wheat. That was an exceptional season, 
but with a rainfall of about 20 inches you might expect a yield of from 25 to 30 bushels.
5S0. How far back from Euabalong would that be ? About 40 miles. I am speaking now of the country 
at Mount Hope. The surrounding country is patchy; it is heavily timbered with fine scrub, yarran, and 
box. The land must be good to carry the timber it does.
5SjL Is there much mining being carried on at Mount Hope at the present time? It is improving, and I 
think that if a railway line went anywhere near the place further employment would be given on account 
of the reduced rates of haulage. If they paid less carriage they would also be able to give better wages. 
582. But the land you are speaking of at Mount Hope is in the Western Division, and will not be avail
able for settlement until the year 1918 ? It is so.

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, 28 SEPTEMBER, 1897.
[The Sectional Committee met at “ Byrne's Hotel," Cugong, at 8

present:— ,
THOMAS HEKEI HASSALL, Esq.. M.P. (Chairman).

Tho Hon. Daniel O'Connor. | John Lionei Eeoan, Esq.
Prank Parnell, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Kailway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

Edward Byrnes, farmer and hotel-keeper, Cugong, sworn, and examined :—
583. Chairman^] How long have you been here P It is seven years since I took up the hotel here. E. Byrnes.
584. Have you been carrying on farming operations all that time ? Yes ; in a small way. .
585. What area of land have you here ? I have only 40 acres of purchased land. I have no leased land. eP ■
586. Have you a pretty good knowledge of the country through which the proposed railway would pass ?
Yes.
587. You know the surveyed route ? To a certain eitent, as far as Hillston; I also know it all the way 
to Condobolin,
588. What sort of country is it ? The soil is principally sandy red loam. ■
589- Is it chiefly freehold or leasehold land, or how is it held ? I cannot speak as to that, but from here
to Condobolin it is all good country, it is sandy soil, and it is in the Central Division, _
590. Is there much settlement? There is a good bit of Crown land going back a bit from the river. -
591. Are there many settlers hero besides yourself ? There are not many handy; but there are a good 
many on the back of Kiacatoo, about 12 miles from here.
592. Do you know of some selectors named Taylor? Yes ; they are 12 miles from here to the north of the 
surveyed line. There a*e the father and two sons. They combine grazing with farming.
593. Do they farm on a fairly large scale ? Hot very large. I think they have about 200 acres each
under cultivation ; they are increasing the area under crop every year. _
594. Do you think the construction of a railway would lead to more settlement of that kind? I think so.
595. Is there any groat demand for land about hero? Yes. There is a good demand.
596. Do you know of other settlers besides those to whom you have referred ? Yes; there is a settler 
named Austin a little further north, and another named Waite. There are a good few settlers about 
there, but I forget their names.
597. They arc all in the Central Division? Yes. _
598. The line passes from here to Hillston through the Western Division? Yes; the boundaries of
Kiacatoo and Booberoi are the boundaries of the Western Division. _
599. The land between this point and Euabalong being in the Western Division would not be available 
for settlement until 1918 ? A portion of it would not be.
600. So that even if a railway were made from Condobolin to Euabalong there would be no land available
for settlement beyond Cugong ? The lessees further hack towards Mount Hope have abandoned portions 
of their runs. _
601. Has anyone taken up any of the abandoned land ? Ho; the leases are too big for small holders.
They would not take up 10,000 aerfis; that is where the difficulty comes in.
602. Then there is very little prospect of close settlement between here and Euabalong for some years to 
como? Hot unless the land law-is altered.
603. Is the land about here fit for agriculture ? Yes.
604. You have an exceptionally good patch? Yes ; it is a. very good patch.
605. How did you acquire your 40 acres ? It was an old selection before the divisions were proclaimed. I 
think it was taken up under the Act of 1861.
GOO. Is there much cultivation between here and Condobolin outside of the settlements you have named ?
Hot until you get further north. There are not many settlers between here and Condobolin.
607. Is that owing to the nature of tho country, to the want of railway communication, or what ? I suppose 
tho distance from market has something to do with it. There is a difficulty in getting produce away.
60S, Do you think tho construction of a line would increase settlement in any way ? It would increase 
where land is available in the Central Division.
009, The river frontages are practically freehold land, are they not ? Yes.
610. They have been bought up by the lessees ? Yes.
611. The selectors have sold out? Yes ; but a lot of land is to be thrown open upon Kiacatoo shortly.
612. Do you think that, from what you have heard, there will be much demand for it? Yes.
613. Is the land far back from tho river? Some of it fronts tho river, but it is not surveyed yet. I do 
not know the exact location.
614. IVhat crops do you principally grow? I have been growing only hay.
615. Do you think a line through this country would pay? I think it would.
616. Do you think it would be of any advantage to remove the terminus from Condobolin to Euabalong?
Yes ; it would benefit the mining at Mount Hope. . ' '
617. In what way ? It would give them a chance to get their copper away; they have now to cart it 100 
miles, and they can only send away the best of the ore.
618. Is there no machinery for treating it at the mine? I do not think so. They turn it into copper
matte and it is then scut away for treatment. I do not know where it is treated. '
619. Have you any idea of the extent of the mineral deposit av Mount Hope ? Ho.
620. You do not know how many men are employed there? Ho.
621. It is questionable whether the construction of a railway would bo justified, having regard to the
freight it is likely to receive from mining? Quite so. _
622. Do you think a railway to Hillston would intercept much traffic that now goes to Victoria ? Yes;
I think a lot of it would come this way instead of going to Caratbool.
623. You think that if the railway is extended beyond Condobolin it would be advisable to go a little 
further than to Euabalong? Yes.

282 (a)—C 624.
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K. Byrnes. G24-. You do not think it will be advisable to leave the terminus at Euabalong? iso, certainly not. I 
think the line should be extended to Hillston.

^ eP ■> <■ 625. Has the opening of the railway to Condobolin increased the traffic along this road? Not much yet,
because the wool season is only just starting. I have heard that there are two or three sheds further 
along which formerly sent wool in the other direction which are sending it to Condobolin this year. They 
seem to_ think there may be some difficulty iu getting it away from Condobolin, in consequence of the line 
not having been handed over by the contractors.
626. You think then that when it is generally known that the line has been handed over by the con
tractors there will be a general increase in traffic ? Yes.
627. Ho you think a terminus at Euabalong would secure more traffic than the terminus at Condobolin is
likely to secure ? It would get a little more. ’
628. Do you not think there would be a great increase? I do not suppose it would make very much 
difference,
629. But if the line were extended towards Hillston. you think there would be a big increase of new 

. traffic ? Yes.
630. I suppose it would attract traffic from Ivanboe and Mossgiel that now goes to Victoria? Yes. This 
would be the more direct route.
631. Mr. O'Connor^ Do you know anything at all of mineral development at Cugong ? I have heard a 
lot about it, but I do not take much interest in it, As far as gold is concerned, there is nothing very 
striking going on,
632. There is nothing to indicate a likelihood of much mineral development? There has not been up to
the present. There is one mine working here—the Yellow Streak, It is being worked on tribute, but 
there have been only three working there for the last five months. ■ *■
633. Is that the mine known as "Winter's mine ? That is further back still.
634. Is that a recent discovery ? It has been discovered for some time, but being on private property it 
has not been possible to work it until lately.
635. What kind of land is it between here and Hillston—agricultural or pastoral? It is all good land
for cultivation from here to Hillston, until you get within a few miles of tWe town, then a portion is 
grazing country. •
G3G. Do you tbjnk that, wiih railway communication in that direction, there would be much increased 
settlement? \es. ” ■
637. Is the country between here and Hillston settled? There are not many small holdings. It is 
principally under pastoral occupation.

Herbert Evans, miner, Cugong, sworn, and examined:—
638. Chairman.] You are a miner, resident at Cugong ? Yes ; I have been here for the last twenty-four

SSSept. 1897’ ‘ 639. Mr. ]?egan.] You were examined by the Sectional Committee which took evidence hero with refer
ence to railway extension from Condobolin to Broken Hill ? Yes.
640. There has been no alteration in mining prospects here for some time? No ; things have been very 
slack ; nothing has been tried for. There has been some mining at Bobedab, some CO miles north from 
here; they have had a very good show there, and it promises to be a rich held.
641. Mr. O’Connor.] W hose mine is it ? Tyndall, 1 think, was the original prospector; but I cannot be 
sure ; I have not been out there since it started. I know they have been getting working appliances.
642. Mr. Frgmi^] You know the route by which it is proposed to take the railway to Euabalong ? Yes.
643. Do you think there is any prospect of that line paying ? Yes. It might not do so at first; but it
would be a means of opening up a lot of country for agriculture which is now used for pastoral purposes.
644. Have you noticed any difference in the traffic passing towards Condobolin since the line was opened 
there? I have not seen much difference. It has not been there long enough yet to make any differ
ence; besides, it has not been taken over by the Government yet. There is nothing but wool to be sent 
that way, and one half of the wool is not yet off.
645. What do you mean, then, when you say the line wall pay in the near future? I think wheat will be
grown. ‘
646. Have you any interest in mining about here ? None whatever.
647. Have you much faith in the mines here? I have. There is the Cugong mine, four miles from 
here. There is gold to he got in leaders running parallel with the Yellow Streak ; they have been getting 
gold, but not in payable quantities.
648. You were working there for some years ? Two or three years.
649. You found it useless to go on? I gave up working there because I had not the means to prospect.
1 believe the gold is there.
650. You think that if prospecting were carried on there payable gold would be found? Yes,
651. What is the extent of the mineral country ? It extends nearly to the Darling.
652. You do not think mineral freight would be a factor worth thinking of in any railway returns ? I
do not think so. ”
653. Is there any land about here which could be thrown open for close settlement ? Well, there would 
be the river frontage, which has been locked up ou the travelling stock reserve. Of course, the best 
land has been secured by the stations.
654. Is not a large portion of the river frontage freehold? It is now.

■ 655. The remaining land will not be available before 1918 ? I do not think so ; but homestead leases
could be taken up,
656. What area would be enough to support a man with a family ? 2,560 acres.
657. There would not be many leases taken up if everyone were compelled to take 10,240 acres? There 
is a tremendous area of country open now to homestead leases, which has not been taken up. The area 
is too big.
638. You do not think the absence of a railway is the cause of its not being taken up ? That may have 

. something to do with it. You cannot expect people to start growing wheat without a market.
659, You know that the Taylors are growing wheat without a railway here? Tes; but they would be 
all the better off if they had one. - 660.
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(S60, AV hat is there to hinder other persons from showing their 'bondjiies in the same way;—has there 
been any cultivation here during the last twelve mouths? At Euabalong station, but not in this ^
iieighbourhood. At Eooberoi they are growing some wheat; but there is none grown just at Cugong. 28Sept., 1897. 
bGl. Mr, 0 Connor,Have you a lease? No ; X am a selector. 1 have 140 acres on the river.
6G2. What portion of it is under cultivation? I have only about 2 acres now; but I have 10 acres 
ready for next year.
663. Bo you think, from the little cultivation you have done, that the land is fit for agriculture ? Yes ; 
it is good soil as far as I have tried it in the garden.
664. Bo you think that soil is a fair specimen of the soil in the district? Yes.
665. You regard the land as valuable, then ? Yes; I think it is worth £2 per acre.

H. Evans,

"William He/.ekiah Crouch, Cugoug, sworn, and examined :—
666. Chairman.1 You are a resident here? Yes; I have a settlement lease on the southern side of 
river, about half a mile from Cugong.
607. What is your area? 1,957 acres.
668. How long have yon been here? Since January last.
669. Mr. liarnelli] Do you know the route of the proposed railwav ? Between here and Condobolin,
not further down. '
670. I suppose you would use the railway ? Yes.
671. What is your nearest station ? Condobolin.
072. What area have you under cultivation ? None at present. I have only just fenced the land in.
673. Bo you propose to put any land under cultivation ? 1 certainly should if I had the railway near me ;
but in the present state of matters 1 cannot carry out much cultivation, because I could not get my produce 
to Coudoboliu in a wet season. .
674. .flow would you get across from the southern side to the railway? Until a bridge was made we 
should have to crass by boat; but it would pay me better to do that than to haul the produce to 
Condobolin by team.
675. Are there any settlement leases adjoining you? Yes ; three.
676. Have they the same area as yourself ? One baa 3,200 acres, and another 1,920 acres.

Have either of those lessees any land under cultivation ? Not at the present time. They are newcomers. J
678. Bo you know of any other areas in the district likely to bo thrown open to settlement within a 
reasonable time ? I do not.
6/9. V. ou are in tho Central Division ? Yes; the Central Division goes further down the river on the 
south side than on this side.
680. Do you know of any leases within the Central Division falling in within the next year or two ? No,
681. Then, supposing a railway were constructed here, what ebauce would there be of farmers taking up 
land for cultivation ? I should put in 200 or 300 acres, and I daresay others would do the same.
682. Are you a practical farmer P Yes ; I have been farming all my life. I have been on Milby, about 
30 miles from here in a south-easterly direction.
683. Would that district be served by this railway ? No ; Condobolin would bo the nearer station.
TSt’- X suppose that if there were a railway here you would not confine yourself to wheat-growing ? No : 
I think the soil is good enough to produce almost anything with a regular rainfall. Oats and barley, and oven corn, will grow.
685. At what price would wheat pay you ? At from 2s. lOd. to 3s. 6d. per acre.
986. You regard 2s. lOd, as the lowest paying price? Yes.
68/. Do you think the land here would be suitable for dairying purposes? No doubt it would on the 
river frontage, on account of the greon feed.
688. What would you call the river frontage;—hoTV far would the land go back on each side? Say 5 or 
6 miles.
GSJ. A. on think that wbthin that distance the land could be utilised for dairy farming ? Yes.
690. Supposing there wore a railway to Euabalong,—upon what would it have to depend for traffic ? I
cannot say; but as I pointed out, there would be a large area put under wheat. I mvsclf would put in 
200 or 300 acres. •'
691. You yourself would send away about 120 tons of whear ? Yes,
692. Arou propose to go iu for mixed farming ? Tes. ■ '
693. What run aro you on ? Brothcronery.
694. Supposing there wore a railway station just about here, how far would you have to come with your 
produce ? One and a half mile, because I do not propose to build on the river ; I should be back a short distance.
695. How far are you from Condobolin ? Thirty miles,
696. Supposing wheat-growing failed, to what use could you put the land ? I should go in for dairying. 
T think the land is suitable for that within certain limits.
097. Is there any land near you which could be settled upon at the present time ? No.
60S. How many settlers within a radius of 10 miles of you would be likely to use the railivay if it were 
cleared ? Perhaps half a dozen.
699. They are settlers who have recently come here ? Yes.

the W. H. 
Crouch,

2S Sept., 1897.

but

WEDNESDAY,
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■ WlSTJimSDA r, 29 SEPTEMBER, 1897.
[The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Euabalong, at 4 p.m.]

^resfirtt:—
THOMAS HENRY HASSALL, Esq. (Chaiioun).

The Hon. Daniel O’Connok. | John Lionel Pegan, Esq.
Pbank Paenell, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.
Henry Cabot, storeheeper and hotel-teeper, Euabalong, sworn, and examined :—

H. Cabot. 700. You hare some knowledge of the proposal before the Committee? Yes.
^ow 1°D£ ^ave J011 ^een residing in the district? Twenty-one years.

29Sept.,189/. yQg. You have been carrying on business here during the whole of that period ? Yes.
703. Then you can give the Committee some idea as to the progress or otherwise of the district ? Yes; 
business has gone back during the last few years.
704. Are you in favour of the proposed railway ? I am.
705. Will you give your reasons for thinking that the railway should he constructed ? It will, no doubt, 
promote settlement. A lot of traffic will come in this direction from Mount Hope, Errimeran, and Tara.
706. Do you think the proposed railway would bring any traffic in this direction which now goes to 
Victoria ? I think the traffic fram Errimeran, which has gone to Nyngau, would come this way, and, in 
my opinion, wool between here and Hillston would also bo attracted,
707. Where does that wool go to now'? Across to Whitton.
708. One effect of the proposed railway, I gather, would be merely to bring traffic on to our railways at
a different point from that to which it now goes ? Yes. _
709. Has the extension to Condobolin had any appreciable effect in bringing traffic iu this direction ? It
is bringing more wool this way. •
710. Clips are coming this way now which did not come here before ? Yes.
711. You think that is a direct result of the extension to Condobolin? Yes.
712. You do not know'the quantity, I suppose? No ; I do not think the line has been long enough
opened to enable us to form an opinion as to the traffic yet. _ _
713. Being at the commencement of the shearing season, you have not an opportunity to form an opinion 
as to the points from which the principal increase would come ? No.
714. How do you account for business going back here during the last few years ? Most of the selectors 
have left the district.
715. Erom force of circumstances they have sold out and left?- Yes.
716. The result of attempted settlement in this part of the country has been, therefore, to increase large 
estates ? That is so.
717. Do you think there is any prospect of tho Land here being worked under the share system? If the 
railway comes here I think persons will prefer to go ou to the land on their owm account to entering into 
an agreement of that sort.
718. Where are they going to getthe land? Of course, if the Government dt^not resume they cannot 
get it at present, because the leases do not expire until 1918. Of course, the law might; be amended, or 
the Government might resume within a certain distance of the railway-line. If laud could not be obtained 
there might be a certain amount of settlement on the share system.
719. Do you think the land is fitted for agriculture ? 1 think so.
720. Tip to Cugong the line would run through the Central Division? Yes; but wrc were led to suppose
the Government would resume land in this direction on each side of any railway which might be constructed. 
It is all Crown land this way. _
721. Does any traffic come in this direction from Lake Cudgellico now that the railway is at Condobolin ?
Yes; a small portion of it. ...
722. Then the extension to Condobolin has been of some advantage to the district ? Well, it seems to be 
drawing a little traffic from the South-western line.

Donald Cameron, station manager, North Wooyeo, sworn, and examined ;—
D. Cameron. 723. Chairman^] How long have yon been in the district ? About seven years.

—n 724. You have a pretty fair knowd edge of it? Yes. ^
SDSept.,1897. 72 5. Mr. O’Cowior.] Do you know the country between Condobolin and Euabalong? Not a great deal 

of it, _
726. Are you in a position to form an opinion in regard to the proposed railway ? I am in favour of the 
line. I think it would benefit the district, although I do not suppose it would increase settlement very 
much in tho present state of the land law. It would certainly be of advantage to station-owners in assisting 
them to get their produce to market.
727. There are not many settlers about bere ? No.
728. Supposing a railway was constructed from Condobolin and Euabalong and on to Hillston, do you 
think any of the stations would put under cultivation such of their lands as might be fit for that purpose? 
I have no doubt they would.
729. What is the area of the run with which you are connected ? There are about 70,000 acres of leasehold.
730. And you will have a lease of that for the next twenty.one years ? Yes ; the, station belongs to a 
company.
731. You think that if they had a railway they would certainly cultivate ? Yes.
732. You know the country between Euabalong and Hillston ? Pretty well. Most of the country through 
which the line would pass is fit for agriculture.
733. Where do you send vour wool at the present time ? To Whitton, on the South-western line.
734. Would tho construction of a railway from Euabalong to Hillston intercept any wool which now goes
to Victoria ? No doubt it would. A good deal of wool from the Hillston district now goes to the 
Murrumbidgee. 735.
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735. How many sheep do you shear ? In good seasons from 20,000 to 30,000, but within the last two or 
three years wo have been shearing down to about 17,000. In good seasons we send away from 400 to 500 
bales of wool.
736. If the present season had been more promising you would have increased your number of sheep? Tes.
737. What is the carrying capacity of your run ? About one sheep to 5 acres. _
738. Your wool goes to Sydney ? Tes; the Erin to which the station belongs is established in Sydney 
as well as in Melbourne.
739. Chairman.'] You think that with railway facilities the stations hereabouts would be able to grow
wheat to greater profit than they could grow wool ? Tes. _
740. And, of course, cultivation would mean increased employment, and more money would be circulated 
in the district than is circulated here now, to the advantage of both property-owners and the Stale ? les.

D. Cameron.

29 Sept., 1897.

Frederick Small, post aud telegraph master, Euabalong, sworn, and examined:—
741. Chairman.] How long have you been bere ? Seventeen years. F, Small.
742. Have you any particulars as to the revenue of the Post and Telegraph Office ? The gross total for /—
the year ending the 29th September, 1S97, was £2,431 17s. lid. Of this amount, £2.377 ICs. 5d.. was 29Sept.,1897. 
for money orders and postal notes issued and stamps sold, and Savings Bank deposits; and the amount 
for telegrams, £54 Is. (id,
743. Having been seventeen years in the dislricl. you know a little about the business done here? Tes.
744. Is the district progressing or otherwise ? H has gone back rather during the last five or six years.
745. How do you account for that ? I attribute it to the general depression as much as anything, and 
the want of settlement.
746. A number of people have gone away? Yes ; small holders. I think the Tfibbit pest has bad a lot to 
do with it.
747. I suppose when the district was flourishing, a large number of men were employed in erecting rabbit- 
proof tencing, and so on ? Ves; there was more money in circulation while that sort of thing was going on.
748. And, 1 suppose, more business was done through your office ? Tes.
749 Have many old-established settlers left tho distriet ? Mot in the immediate district, but some have 
gone away from outside Tho place has been, as it were, at a standstill.
750. And you attribute it almost entirely to the general depression and to the rabbits ? Tes.
751. Could von furnish us wilb particulars of the rainfall? The following arc the particulars from 1884 
up to the present date:-In 1834, 9-7 ; 1885,1688; 1886,19 25; 1887,32-33; 1888, 8T1; 1889,22-07;
1*90, 24-9 ; 1891, 23-47 ; 1892. ll'SG ; 1893, 13 91; 1894, 2710 ; 1S95, 12'7 ; 1896, 13'07 ; 1897, 1M2.
752. Have you heard of many persons inquiring for land about here? Frequent inquiries have been 
made, and if better means of transit existed, all the available land would be very quickly taken up.
753. Tou think railway extension would assist the district very much ? Tes.
754. Tour nearest railway station, prior to the extension from Parkes to Condobolin, was at Forbes?
The greater part of our business was done at AVhitton. The road made railway carriage to TTbitton 
cheaper than to Forbes. I think you might say that AYbitton drains this part of the Lachlan.
755. You know- that a great portion of the station business hereabouts has been done with Yictoria? It 
used to bo so years ago, but that has not been the case during late years. Luring ihe last few years a 
greater part of the produce has gone to Sydney.
756. You think, then, that Sydney is gradually capturing trade which formerly went to Melbourne ? Tes.
757. Do you think railway extension here woulc assist in that direction r I do not think so. At the 
present time Sydney has the principal part of the business.
758. 'Then, how do you suppose a railway would benefit people hero materially ? Large areas of land,
not only in the vicinity of Euabalong, but down the river, and in the district generally, would bo imme
diately taken up if there were a railway. *
759. The land on this side being in the ’Western Division, you must be referring to land on the southern
side of the river ;—do you know what the area of available land is ? 1 cannot; tell you what the area is ;
but I have no doubt that any land available on the other side would be immediately taken up if there were 
a railway here.
700. You know the route over which it is proposed to bring the lino from Condobolin? I have a very fair 
knowledge of it.
761. Would you be surprised to hear that it is estimated that the loss upon the line would he £3,726 a
year?- I should imagine that it would be run at a loss for some time, owing to the very small population 
likely- to be served by it. ' ' “
762. You como into contact with business people here;—do you think they would he willing to pay local 
rates ? That I could not say.
763. Do you think it likely that if local rales were imposed the teams would come into competition 
with tho railway to any extent ? Tes ; I think that if a special charge were made lor the railway it might 
not be so largely used. People generally would object to it.
764. "Within what radius of Euabalong do you think people would be served by a railway bere? I think 
you might reckon that persons due west and north-west, and away beyond Mount Hope, within (say) 50 
miles, would bo served, and you might also reckon npon an equal distance on the other side of the river.
That, of course, is only- a rough estimate.
765. I suppose you do not know what land is available within that radius ? Flo. -
766. "Would the land be sufficiently productive to pay the working expenses of the line? For some time 
I do not think it would. J should imagine that in four or five years it would be likely to do so.
767. Do you think the line would pay in ten years ? I should not like to say positively that it would. -
768. The effect of your evidence is that railway facilities would open up a large tract of country, settling 
unoccupied areas, aud giving a great impetus to trade? Exactly.

"William
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W. McLoun.

29 Sept., 1897.

' 'William McLean, hotel-keeper, Euabalonj;, sworn, and esamined :—■
769. Chairman.'] Tou are a hotel-keeper at Euabalong ? Tes; I hare been in the district twenty-ei^lit years. J °

/70. Mr Farnell.'] Tou gate evidence before a Sectional Committee in connection with the Condoboliu- liroken Hill proposal ? Tes,
I^h'innf t,lat eVidenCe 130 t£lken as «P^»S ^our °Pinio11 with regard to the present proposal ? Tes,
772. During the time you hare been here you have watched the progress of the district, and hare had an
opportunity to form an opinion as to the quantity of traffic which the railway to Condoholin is likely to receive from this way ? Yes. J

773. Suppose there were a railway at Euabalong, taking a radius of 20 miles, what quantity would go to 
he oouth-westem line, what quantity to tho "Western line, and what quantity would come here? Itwould all como here. '

774. Do you think any new traffic would be created here independently of tbo traffic which would be 
taken from the South-western and Western lines? To-day three loads of wool went over the bridge 
here 1mm stations which never sent this way before. There were two loads of Dabba wool and one load from Embenderry.
775. 'Where does that traffic usually go to? Usually to Whitton.
77G. I was referring more particularly to traffic diverted from Victoria, not from other portions of our
own railway system; do you know of any traffic of that nature which would come this wav 3 Iso ■ Icannot say that J. do. j >
777. Do you know the country between here and Hillston ? Fairly well.
/i8. Do you think that if the line were taken on to Hillston .much new traffic would be brought to our
railway system . I do not know much about the traffic that way. I could not say whether it foes to victoria or not. • - j o «
f-oo' ^ ®uPP°®e trading relations of the Hillston district are mostly with Victoria? I could not sav. 
/80. ihen what justification do you think there would be lor the extension of the railway from Condobolin 
to Euabalong ? J. think it would induce settlement in this district, 
m. Providing the land were available ? There is available land on the resumed areas.
/ S2. But that land would be in the Western Division ; some of the runs here have been abandoned have they not ? Tes.
/83. Do you know the cause of abandonment? I think the rabbit nuisance has had something to do with it. to

vlt 1S condi(:,c"1 °f tIle country at the present time in respect to rabbits and other vermin ? 
in Jihis district the rabbits are very few compared with what thev originally were,

£hey haTe bcea/educed by the Xes; ^d some "have been destroyed or poisoned.
: 1,0 y°.U kQOVLo:f anJ mineral deposits in this district which are likely to be developed to an extent 

likely to bring traffic to a railway ? Fes; there is the Mount Hope copper mine.
787. Do you know whether the country hereabouts has been thoroughly prospected? It has not been prospected to any great extent. ■
788. Do vou think such development ns is possible in this‘distriet would be likely to bring traffic to a 
railway winch would be worth consideration ? Yea.
/89. lake land of the best quality here, what acreage would be enough to enable a man to earn alivinn-5 
If he went in for wheat-growing he would do very well off 300 or 400 acres ; of course, if he went in for 
mixed iarming he would want a much larger area,
790 During what period of the year is the road passable between here and Condobolin ? It is trafficable 
with the exception of the winter months ; if the weather is then wet the road is pretty bad.
791. Tou aro closer to Lake Cudgellico than to Condobolin ? Yes.
792 Supposing a line were constructed via Lake Cudgellico, would the traffic from this district go that 
way? Certainly it would. .
793. Have you seen much wheat produced here since you have been here? No.
794 But you think the district is quite capable of wheat production, aud that wheat would be produced 
if there were a railway ? Ido. r
795. Do you think tho land would be put to any other use besides wheat-growing in the way of agricul
ture ? I think it would grow anything, °
79G. Would it he suitable for dairying? Tes,
797. Have you experimented iu fruit-growing ? Fruit grows very well in this district.
/98. Is the fruit of good quality ? Tes. '
799.. I suppose the remoteness of railway communication has retarded experiments of that kind ? Tes. 
800. Have you made any calculation as to what it would cost you to grow wheat here, aud as to whether 
it would be profitable to engage in wheat-growing ? No. I think the line would induce settlement, and 
where there is settlement there must be traffic.
SOL. Do you think the fact of the railway not having been extended to Euabalong has been the cause of a 
good many homestead leases being abandoned ? I think so to a certain extent. Wheat-growing would 
have been carried on on a larger scale if there were facilities for getting the wheat away; but road 
carnage between the nearest railway station and Euabalong has been too costly. ■
802. Tou have a considerable quantity of goods at times coming along tho road? Tes,
803. Where do you get them from ? Sydney. '
804 What do you pay per ton ? The last goods I had carried cost me £14 per ton from Sydnev to Euabalong. j ■>

805. What would be the rate betiveen the railway terminus and Euabalong ? £2 10s. a ton.
806. For all classes of goods ? Tes, '
807. bincc the line has been extended to Condobolin the cost of carriage has very much lessened ? No ■it has been increased. ‘ ’
80S. How do you account for that? I do not know what the cause has been,-but it -was a lot less than it is now.
v09-!.1!,0 ^ been due to the drought and difficulties in the way of carriers? Possibly that
has had something to do with it. I remember that in one year £7 a ton was charged.

810.
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810. Have you any idea, of the quantity of stock which poes from this district to the Sydney market? W-McLean. 
Very few fat stock go away from the district now ; hut if there were a railway there would be a large
number going. 29 Sept., 1807.
811. And I suppose a railway would also be used for the transportation of starving stock? I presume
that m dry season when it was impossible to drive them tho railway would be very largely used, if the 
stock were worth the transportation. Last vear it was a case of letting them die; there was no means of 
getting them away. “
812. Chairman^ Lou have noticed that during the years you have been here the district has suffered
from periodical droughts ? Yes. ■
813. They come at regular intervals of years P They have been pretty regular.
814. You suffer from drought a little more than do some parls of the Colony ? Yes, I suppose so.

^°U know whether the late drought killed off any number of stock ? Yes : thousands of sheep.
816. You are only just recovering from its effects ? That is all. '
S17. I suppose the recent rains will enable lessees to stock up again? Yes: ihings were looking verv 
badly before the late rains. ’

Albert Henry Conrad Yolk man, farmer, Euabalong, sworn, aud examined :—
818. Chairman,'] What area do you hold ? 1,245 acres, under conditional lease and conditional purchase. H. C. 
As 1 explained, when giving evidence on a former occasion. I have been making experiments as well as Yolkman. 
circumstances have admitted to obtain a knowledge of what cereals can be best grown in the district.
My experiments have shown me that, with proper tillage of the soil, cereals can be grown with satisfactory ep ‘
results. Ye have had an average rainfall of 19 inches for thirteen years, the results being taken from nine stations. .
SI9. You think the rainfall is sufficient for the profitable growth of crops ? It has been ample, and it 
has not been necessary to incur any great expenditure for drainage, the natural drainage being quite 
sufficient. T may mention that fruit cannot, be grown here at a profit unless some outlet be afforded for 
it, the focal consumption being practically ml.

820. You gave some evidence iu connection with railway extension in this district about a year ago? Yes.
S21, You confirm ihe evidence you then gnvc ? Yes.
822. Is there anythin" you desire to add to the evidence yon gave to the Sectional Commit! ec on a former 
occasion . Yes ; J think tho construction of a line to Euabalong would cause a great deal of land to be 
taken up. Some land is available, and if further land nere required no doubt settlement could be 
facilitated by resumption or some other means.
823. Land on the other side ot the river is available for settlement ? Yes ; and it lias not been taken up 
on account of there being no outlet for the produce which can be raised from it. Some of the arena have 
been abandoned, and have been taken up as scrub and improvement, leases.
824. ^suppose the nature of the country now necessitates that form of occupation ? Yes.

1 country has been bought long ago ? A great part of it; but I would not say the best
or it. If any further land^ beyond that which is now available were required for settlement, there arc tho 
Crown reserves. Some, of course, are necessary, but others might be thrown open to selection.
826. The land available is lying back from the river, aud it costs a considerable amount to clear it and put 
it under profitable occupation ? Yes; and until an impetus is given to settlement bv railway construction,
1 arn afraid th6 land will remain as it is *

•^-flTe you Ha veiled west from here? I have been acquainted with Mount Hope district since my 
boyhood. I was there for twelve years. My father has a small area of land there; 40 acres. Experi
ments which haic been made there show that fruit of nearly eicry description can be grown, with the 
exception of the citrus family, without artificial manure. The grape-vine grows just ns luxuriantly there 
as it does in this direction. Cereals will also grow well wilh proper tillage, and not the mere scratching 
of the soil which you often see carried out. Tho hay crops there are, perhapq superior to those here.
S2S. Do you think there is a prospect of any large population settling at Mount Hope ? T do not see 
why they should not. ^ The country surrounding Mount Hope is good agricultural land. The tract of 
malleo country there is superior to the mallee in Yictoria. People settle on the mallceland in tbatcolonv 
where there is only an average rainfall of 9 or 10 inches, whereas in the Mount Hope district the average 
is 17^ inches.
829. It is of no use to grow cereals there, because there is so littlolocal consumption ? Men are working 
in the mines there in preference to tilling the soil ou account of the risk attached to the getting rid o£ the produce.
830. Even if tho railway were extended to Euabalong, the Mount Hope people would not be benefited 
very much ; they would still be a considerable distance away? The chief benefit to that district would 
be that pastoral areas which are now abandoned would be taken up. The mining resources of the district 
would also be developed to a greater oxlent.
831. You think that with the development of the mining resources of the district there would be a certain
amount of cultivation arising from the local demand for produce ? Yes. '
S32. Mining at Mount Hope has been carried on for a considerable number of years, with fluctuating 
results ; do you think there is much prospect of mineral development ? Erom surface indications I 
should say there would be considerable development. Yery satisfactory trials have been made of certain 
parts of the country, but the prospecting has not been thorough.
833. Do you think that traffic in tlie direction of Ivanhoe and Mossgiel would be attracted here if there 
were a railway ? I do not think it would. That would go to Carrathoo]. Last rear a great deal of 
traffic went down the Murrumbidgee from Whitton, through the river being up. It is a question of the 
cost of road-carriage. Competition amongst the teamsters creates a low rate.

THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, 30 SEPTEMBER, 1897.
[The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Eudbalonq, at 10 a.m.j

Jteamt:—
THOMAS HENRY HASSALL, Esq. (Chairman.)

The Hon, Daniel O’Connor. j John Lionel Eeoan, Esq.
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.
Michael AYyer, senior-constable. Euabalong, sworn, and examined:—

M. Wyer. SSL Chairman.'] How long have you been in this locality ? About five years.
/-"'-a-*-', 833. Mr O'Connor.] How far does the district of which you have charge extend ? Fifteen miles up the 

30 Sept.,1897. river and 30 miles down.
836. AVhat is the population ? Of the township and district,—about 300.
837. How are the people occupied generally P On stations.
838. It is principally pastoral country? Yes.
839. During the five years you have been here has the distriet increased or otherwise? It has gone back 
since J came here.
840. Have you formed any opinion as to the cause of this retrogression ? A variety of opinions are held 
as to the cause.

.841. Do you think the financial depression has affected the distriet? Decidedly; we suffered in common 
with the whole of the Colony.
842. This is a pretty healthy climate, is it not ? Yes.
843. You would be able to express an opinion as to whether the district is, or is not, fitted for agricul
tural pursuits ? I have heard the opinion generally expressed that with a moderate rainfall it is suited 
to agriculture.
844. One of the things which has retarded agriculture, I suppose, has been the difficulty of sending the 
produce to market? I think that has had quite as much as anything else to do with it.
845. The growth of both wool and cereals is affected by the enormous expense of road carriage at certain 
periods of the year? Undoubtedly.
846. Have you any idea of the number of stock in your district ? I keep no record of the stock, but 
there are 990 acres under cultivation this year.
847. How many acres were under cultivation last year? 945. There would have been a bigger acreage 
under wheat this year, but on account of the drought people would not cultivate.
848. Are there many cattle in this .district ? No, the stocking is principally sheep. With regard to the 
land, I may mention that there are 58,366 acres of freehold, including conditional purchases, and 035,860 
acres of Crown lands. The 990 acres cultivated are principally under hay. I have heard that one man is 
starting 200 acres under wheat, on the chance of a good season.
849. Chairma?i.] Have you a return as to the wheal grown here during the last twelve months ? Last 
year there were 840 bushels taken off 112 acres; that was a very light crop.
850. Have you observed whether the railway extension to Condoholin has brought much new traffic in 
this direction ? Yes. T noticed wool from tTahba, 30 miles down the river, coming this way. Previously 
it went to Whitton.
851. Do you think the extension of the line to Euabalong would intercept any traffic which now goes to 
Yictoria? I think it would do so to a considerable extent. It would take wool between here and Hillston, 
and I fancy traffic would come from Mount Hope instead of going to Cobar.
852. "What the Committee wish to know is whether a line to Euabalong would intercept any traffic which 
now goes down the Murrumbidgee to Yictoria and South Australia ? 1 do not think it would.
853. The proposed extension would not be far enough west to intercept that traffic? No.
854. It would be necessary to take the railway very much further west to intercept that traffic? Yes.

Charles Light Cawse, manager, New Mount Hope Mine, sworn, and examined:—
C. L. Cawse. 855. Chairman.] Have you been stationed there long ? I have lived there fifteen and a half-years. I 
/'"■-a—-N have been there and at the Central mine, which is from 3y to 4 miles away. I have been engaged in 

30Scpt,,l897. mining operations all the time.
836. Mr. Fegaji.] You have been managing copper-miues, then ? Yes.
857. How many men are you employing? The mine is let on tribute. The number of men engaged in 
mining, wood-cutting, and carting and smelting would be about forty, with six boys. That is about the
average ■
858. Have you employed more than that number ? Yes ; some years ago.
859. What is the largest number of men that has been employed in the mine? I should think it would 
be about 20U; but the mine was then under other management.
860. Where is the mineral taken ? It is turned into copper on the spot, aud sent away as copper at 
present to Cobar.
861. What is the area of the mine ? We have a 40-acre block ; I believe it is under mineral lease.
862. You are not paying a royalty to private owners? No. ,
803. Have you good prospects ? They are not so good as they have been. The bulk of the lode was 
worked out some nine years ago, and since then we have been working iu poorer ground which did not 
pay at that time, the price of copper being much lower, and the expense of working higher.
864. The price of copper has gone down during the last few years? Yes; and tho deposit has been 
partially worked ou(. The New Mount Hope mine is not a lode. It is merely a deposit; we are getting 
patches of ore, but at greater cost than we used formerly to do.
865. To what depth did the richer portion go ? The richer portion ceased at about 170 feet.
866. How deep are you now ? 340 feet.

867.
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867. And speaking from your own experience as a practical man, you think there is not the same pros- L. Cawse, 
W °Pfati™! at M°™t Hope as formerly? There is a large block of ore between the .
176 and ,140-teet levels which has not been worked. We know that it is full of mineral, hut it is scattered 30 Sept., 1897. 
o(-u0Uri ™e ground such an oxtent that it does not pay to work it at present.

+ tot °?rr const™ction of a railway would assist in the development of the mining industry
at Mount Hope . It would be of advantage in this way—if the expense of sending copper to Sydnev 
were reduced, we could work tho low-grade ore at a profit.
S69. You could not give the Committee any idea of the extent of the lode ? No ; it is not a lode in the ordinary sense of the word.
870. Ion do not think the New Mount Hope mine could guarantee any considerable quantity of freight 
in this direction J he output of the field is now from 600 to 320 tons of copper a vear, and it is likely '
o as at that tor a considerable time. There is always a possibility of onr finding an extension of payable ground. . j- „ 0

b7l. Of course, you do not limit your mining operations in copper even to your 40 acres? No; the whole 
otthat part ot the country is mineralised. I have no doubt plenty of other mines will be found there yet. 
b/J. lou think that with railway communication therewouldbemoreprospecting.andthatothercom- 
poniesjvould probably come m ? I believe so.
873. kou send your mineral to Cobar at presentwhat is the distance? It is 110 miles. We pay ii Os. per ton. 1 J

8/4. Why do you send to Cobar? In the first place ir is the best road for the carriers;—it is the 
hardest and firmest road, and the best for feed. In the second place, when the Cobar mine was restarted 
the liaitwav Commissioners made a concession to them in respect of copper, of which we also get the 
benefit. 1 believe the tramago from Cobar to Sydney is .£2 9s. a ton. Nor 25-ton lots it is £2 3s. lid 
b/o. Ho you do your own smelting at Mount Hope ? Yes ; and it is also done at tho Central, 
b/b. Ho you use the water-jacket smelters? No; a reverberatory furnace; the ore is not adapted to the water-jacket smelter. r
FS * 7 * * *’i.}^ha:'t 13 t?'e re:lS011 ? , It: 4ocs.B0t contain sufficient iron to fiux the silica ;—in fact, wo are obliged to obtain iron away irom tho mine for use as a flux,
8/8. It vould be much better for you to use the water-jacket smelter if you could; the process would be much less expensive? Much loss. j > r

oIa J-J-re1tllcre othcr in the vicinity of yours ? Only the Central.
ooi' ^°Ui 'Vi0U *laVe ore 'Hnch could he worked at a profit if carriage were cheaper? Yes.
Ill' mi° T11 TJ°W tl’at °rc Wfm]d run ? 1* would average, if concentrated, about 12 per cent. 
iSHZ. that would not pay P Tea ; if we could get it carried cheaply enough; tho concentrates and ore we 
are now working average from 10 to 15 per cent. '

wwy°U ^ Aphides ? Yes ; that is the poorer portion; we are not working that at present. 
bb4. What are the rates of carnage, apart from ore, from Mount Hope to Sydney ? There is very little 
sent away but the copper. The carriage inwards is the same as outwards from Cobar—£2 5s. But the 
storekeepers are at a great disadvantage, because most of their goods cost from £9 to £10 per ton from ' 
bydney to Cobar, whereas ]f they get them at truck-rates at Carrathool they pay only £6. It is estimated 
H o-a storekcePers Hat the import of stores is about the same as the output of copper—that is, from 300 
to 3o0 tons a year. A great deal of the traffic would, no doubt, come to Euabalong, especially the flour, which we get chiefly from Hillston. o> i j ,
SS5. "What is the distance from Mount Hope to Hillston ? Sixty-five miles.
<-SG. And from Mount Hope to Condobolin ? miles.
887. So that really the extension from Parkes to Condobolin will be of little benefit to you ? I do not
yet know what the rate for copper is; and the carriers would rather go the longer distance to Cobar for the sfike or the better road.
888. What distance are you from Euabalong? Forty-two miles.
SS9. So that a line here would reduce your road-carriage by about one-half? Yes ; I believe tbe surveyed 
Jme is taken some miles to the north of Euabalong. J

on?' qI°'! far a'„e y°u fl'om Lake Cudgellico ? I think about 52 or 53 miles.
S91, So that as far as Mount Hope is concerned, a line to Euabalong or to Cudgellico would serve you 
ooc)1 I le dls^Iincc t"0 Cudgellico would not be very much greater. •
812. What do your workmen do for stores ? There are two storekeepers at Mount Hope.
wiiere'thev'lilie mCn ^ ^ *0l:'Ced t0 :t'rcim aTH ParticuIar storekeeper? No ; they are free to buy 
894. What fuel do they use ? Wood.
than Maiy°U ^ ^ ^ disadvantaSe to use wood for smelting? No, except that it takes more tonnage
896 Coal would be dearer? Yes ; the cost of coal brought here would be too great. A ton of coal 
equal to about 4 tons of wood m smelting with the reverberatory furnace. 18

lou have an inexhaustible supply of wood, I suppose ? The men are going from 7 to 10 miles for

We
wood now ; all the wood at the nearer distance has been used up
898. Has it added to the expense? No; the men go tlie greater distance for about the same rate

he,.Same rale w„hl,ch 1V0 Pald wKeu they had to go about 4 miles away.
899. What is the nature of the country round about Mount Hope ? It is generally level. There are a few

S’ H pere £ ,a greafci <stent 0f • ag1'ieultural country. We are right in the middle of the 
rm umed area of Coan Don ns aud Bo to station. I have a letter from Mr. Moore, the manager of Coan 
Hown station, who was asked to attend here to-day. He says he could not do so, because they were 
me+irion,+ but.he Jlas sent in a return of the annual tonnage to and from the station ; it would be from 
oO to 80 tons inwards, and from /O to 100 tons outwards per annum. •
900. Is all your carting done by contract? Yes.
901. Can you give us an approximate idea of the highest and lowest charges for carting during the last
oao °-nr ‘T ye!irS v , lhere llas been a uulform charS:0 of 6s- 6d. per ton for firewood, b b
902. The drought did not make any difference then ? Not to ns.
*«■ Hie carriers had entered into an agreement to cart your fuel and they had to continue ? Yes.
J04. 8o that, even it there were a railway here, your fuel would not be any cheaper? No ' "

282 (fl)-D ‘ ' Mg.
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sis months since 
as field-assistant to

the
the

C. Jj. Cawse. 905. Have yon anything to add to your evidence? There is a lot of land between here and Mount Hope which 
'—*-*—n is suitable for settlement, and there is no doubt that with railway communication the land would he settled. 

30 Sept., 1897. 906. But Mount Hope is in the Western Division ? There is an immense tract of resumed area available; 
it had been nothing but a rabbit warren, but the drought has killed off the rabbits. _
907, Do you know anything of the capabilities of the soil? It will grow splendid wheat or‘hay if there
is enough rain at the proper season. I have not seen any wheat stripped, so that I cannot say what it 
would run. They always grow wheat for bay here. _ _ _
908. What is the timber near Mount Hope ? Principally box and pine. It is a red chocolate soil; a great
deal of it is a rich quick soil. If you get sufficient rain’it is wonderfully quick. I have grown vegetables 
there with great success in good years. '

' 909. Without irrigation ? Yes.
910. Do you know anyone who grows fruit there ? Mr. Yolkman has grown peaches, apricots, and 
grapes to perfection.
911. In a usual season ? Yes ; they had more fruit down here last year than they had at Parkes. I was 
passing through Parkes and Forbes, and noticed that the fruit was not so successful there as it was here.
912. Can you give us any information about the Mount Allen mine ? I know that at the present time it is
shut down. _ _ ... -li •913. You do not know the reason why ? No; hut I am satisfied that it will go on again; it is a payable mine.
914. It is a gold-mine? Yes. ____ _ _____________

Walter Henry Twine, accountant and surveyor, South Mount Hope, sworn, and examined:
W. H.Twine. 915. Chairman] Where do you reside ? South Mount Hope. I am accountant and mining surveyor to 

the Great Central Copper-mining Company. ,
SOSept.,1897. gpg. You have been deputed by the residents of South Mount Hope to attend here and give evidence 

concerning this railway proposal ? Yes ; and also by the proprietary of the mine-
917. Mr. Farnell] How long have you been resident at Mount Hope? It is 
present proprietary took the mine over. Apart from that, I served my time 
surveyor iu this district for a period of over two years. I was with Mr. Scott. .
918. With what range of country are yon acquainted ? We took in the counties of Moramba and
Blaxland. _ _
919. That would include tho whole of this district? Yes.
920. Your two years’ experience as surveyor’s assistant has given you a pretty good idea of the condition 
of the country, and its suitability for settlement ? Yes.
921. Will you point out to us the advantages which you think the district round Mount Hope would
derive from railway extension to Euabalong? The distinct advantage, in my opinion, would he in the 
shortening of the road distance to a railway, _
922. To what extent do you think tke mine would promote settlement ? In my opinion, railway, extension

, to Euabalong would induce a good deal. _
923. Do you know whether there are any areas available for settlement ? There are.
924. Are yon not aware that areas have been abandoned during the last twelve months I am not. ^
925. Can you say whether homestead lease settlement has increased or decreased in this district during 
the last two years ? I cannot answer that question, because in^ the immediate district of Mount Hope 
there are no homestead leases ; and it has been since my experience here as a surveyor that homestead 
leases have been brought into existence. I cannot give you any information about them.
926. You have not watched the progress of settlement in this district since 1884 ? No.
927. Can you speak of the suitability of the soil for cultivation ? Only from observation. _
928. Have you been in the Mount Hope district long enough to be able to judge of the area required 
to enable a man to earn a living here ? I have only been here six months, and no crops have matured
during that period. . . Tt q m n i929. Do you know of your own knowledge in which direction traffic from Mount Hope goes r io Cobar
930. It is much further from Mount Hope than Euabalong would be ? Yes ; Cobar is about 110 miles,
and Euabalong 40 miles. . . .
931. Can you give us any idea as to the new traffic likely to he obtained by means of railway extension to
___ . , ' 4? . i*i i * ... _ j. _ j_ .    L .CL V."L.i 1tt <-■ v-4-j-.rw. n +• /XT' Jim* n+nin'

generally. The Mount Hope 
would he an incentive to settlement. i « it
932. The mineral deposits are pretty extensive at Mount Hope ? Yes; I can speak as to the booth Mount
Hope mine. . - , „
933. Have you any indications of silver or lead? There are slight indications or silver and gold.
934. Have there been any recent developments in the mining industry? Yes ; our mine was taken over 
recently by a new proprietary, who are making extensive arrangements for treating the low-grade ores 
which have not hitherto been treated.
935. Is that on the account of the cost of the carriage between Mount Hope and the nearest railway 
station? Yes ; road carriage has been a great obstacle in the way of development. ^
936. You think that if a railway were constructed low-grade ores would be_treated, which cannot now be 
profitably treated ? Yes ; a railway would he a distinct advantage to the mine in that way.
937. Can you speak as to the permanence of tbe mine with which you are connected? T
of the w'hole of the workings which have been proved at present to a depth of 300 
opinion, the greatest test has yet to come in connection with the mine. . .
938. What is that ? The test is this: that the lode has been very much disturbed through an intrusion ol
rock. The whole of the reefs trend in one particular direction, and the real test would be to sink in that
particular hearing to connect the main deposit; but apart from that, altogether, the proprietary intend 
dealing with ore stowed away in stopes, which it will pay to concentrate, and are treating extensive 
deposits of sulphide ores already proved. At different positions in the mine there is also a very extensi ve 
outcrop of lode formation proved to bo of considerable dimenBions both in width and depth, composed of 
carbonate and grey ores (which will average from 6 to 8 per cent.), which it is intended to treat when the 
concentrating plant is complete.

I made a survey 
feet, hut, ir. my
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939. I understand that you have no defined reef P We have in one particular part. Of course the strikes W. H. Twine,
are defined in their bearings, but they are scattered. \
940. You think there is enough then to warrant the supposition that the company will be working for SOEsept,, 1897. 
some considerable time ? Yes.
941. How many men are employed ? Between forty and fifty at present. They are only making pre
parations now ; the mine has been idle more or less for a considerable time. The workings have got very 
much out of order, and the mine is now being put into trim as it were.
912. You are making u&e of the old workings, but at the same time new developments are taking place 
with fresh copper ? Yes.
943. You thiuk tho company will devote their capital to thoroughly testing the mine? Yes.
944. What area do you hold ? 400 acres under mineral conditional purchase, 120 acres of which is
freehold.
945. Have you seen indications of mineral deposits throughout that area? Ho ; they are confined princi
pally to a length of 60 chains, with a mean width of, I should say, 10 chains.
946. What is the output per annum of the mine P We have just got a start; but I could tell you what 
we expect for some years, making a reasonable estimate. The proprietary expect, when their machinery 
is completed at the end of the year, an output of from 8 to 10 tons.
947. About 500 tons a year P Yes.
948. Have you had an assay made to tost the different deposits P Yes.
949. How do the ores go? There are a variety of grades. Some go as high as 40 per cent., others are 
down as low as 3, 4, and 5 per cent.; but I should think the mean of what we term the concentrating

, ores would be about 6 or 7 per cent.
950. That would pay for treatment ? Yes. with the body that is there.
951. Do you think it at all possible, if the permanency of the field is established, that machinery, indepen
dently of whar is now there, will be erected for the treatment of ore ? Yes; I think the present proprie
tary have an idea of putting water-jackets there apart from the concentrating machinery.
952. Is the ore you mine different in character from that mined at the New Mount Hope ? Yes ; iron is 
present in a greater quantity.
953. How far are you from the New Mount Hope Mine ? About, 31, miles. ‘
954. What about the water supply? The supply at present is not sufficient for mining operations on a 
more extensive scale. That has been taken into consideration by the proprietary, aud I think they intend 
to make arrangements for the conservation of an additional supply.
955. Suppose a large population is settled there, what provision could be made for a water supply for 
domestic purposes? \V e have a Government tank within 2 miles ; but there is no provision wdiatever in 
the immediate vicinity of tho town.
956. What is is your nearest water-course ? I think the Booberoi Creek ; it is 30 miles from us.
957. Do you think that Lake Cudgellico, being a shorter distance, from Mount Hope than is Cobar, the 
people at Mount Hope would use a railway at the Lake ? Yes ; 1 think so. .
958. Over what period of the year are the roads trafficable to Cobar? With the exception of the heavy 
rainfalls, ivhich generally occur about February, they are trafficable all the year.
959. IV hat is the average rainfall at Mount Hope? Tho rainfall of last year was 18'52 inches.
960. Would that be the average? I think so.
901. Have jrou any areas under cultivation near Mount Hope ? Yes; to meet local demands.
962. You think that if persons could get their produce to market easily, there would be much additional 
cultivation ? I do. “
903. You would know the value of the different timbered areas;—take, for instance, the box country and the 
mallee country—do you think the mallee country could be put under profitable cultivation? If there 
were railway facilities, I think much of that land would be cleared. It would be splendid land for cereals.
964'. Would it produce anything else ? I have seen lucerne grown there.
965. Tip on what area could a man earn a living m the district? I should think 1,000 acres. If he 
depended upon the crops for a living ho could do with less than that, but he would probably require to 
combine grazing with agriculture.

Henry McCook, farmer, South Mount Hope, sworn, and examined:—
9GG. Chairman^ You have been requested by the residents to attend and givo evidence with regard to H. McCook, this proposal ? Yes.
967. Have you been long resident in the locality ? I have been at Mount Hope since 1880. SOSept.,1897.
968. In what part of the country were you before that ? I am a native of the Nepean.
969. And you went from there to Mount Hope ? Yes.

Upon what grounds do the residents of Mount Hope advocate the construction of a line from 
Condobolin to Euabalong ? The Nepean land is suppose! to bo good land, and 1 have seen just as good 
vegetables and fruit grown at the Great Central Mine as T ever saw grown on the Nepean. The fertility 
of the soil would be one ground for the construction of a railway.
971. What area of land have you ? I have only about 13 acres cultivated this year, but I have a selec
tion of about 250 acres. I was an hotel-keeper for about five years out there, but I was fanning on the 
Nepean nearly half my life.
9/2. You have proved the capabilities of the district, from tho point of view of agriculture, to be equal to 
those of the Nepean ? Yes, stock will fatten there in a month or six weeks—either horses or cattle.
973. YV hat description of country do they fatten on? The general run of the country is not poor. The 
pine docs not grow so well on the ridges as on the flats ; there are all sorts of different scrubs.
974. It is not heavily timbered country ? The pine is very thick and small—what you would call brushy 
pine. It was particularly thick upon Coan Downs Station, 10 miles from Mount Hope. I am often in and 
out there. I was out there last Monday, and I saw a paddock of 25 acres of lucerne, put in eleven years 
ago by the man who was managing there at that time. The crop when J was there last Monday was about 
2 feet high. No doubt the soil out there is splendid; it is a red chocolate, and is easily cultivated.
975. It is almost as easy to deal with as the river flats near Penrith ? Yes ; I think that if a line were
constructed to Euabalonn miles and miles of country upon Coan Downs and Koto ^Stations, which are now 
abandoned, would be settled. 9Hj.
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H. McCook. '97G. It would take a fair amount of capital to prepare that country for the plough, would it not ? Yes;
v it would take money to scrub it; then there are tanks ou the resumed areas which intending selectors 

30Sept.,IS!}?, would hare to pay for; but the water supply would be there.
977. You could do nothing with that country until you had scrubbed it? Jfo; you could not go about 
through it. Coan Downs is all scrubbed.
978. So that 40 acres would be of no use to make a living on ;—you would want a much larger area than 
that? Yes, I may mention that grapes grow splendidly. There are two Chinese gardens at the Great 
Central and two at Mount Hope. Peaches and apricots grow particularly well, and all sorts ot vegetables 
grow without watering.
979. How did you get on during the late drought ? There was grass on the Great Coan Downs. _ It was 
the only station in this part that had grass; it stood the drought splendidly; everything was in good 
condition all the year round.
950. Was that because it was lightly stocked ? Ko ; it was fairly well stocked.
951. The station carried its own stock and others as well? Yes ; 1 had horses there myself. The stock 
on the resumed area were fat all through the year.
982. It speaks well for the fattening character of the country ? Yes; if the scrub were oS it would fatten 
as well as any land you could put a beast on to. _
9S3. It is estimated that there will be a loss of over £3,000 per annum;—do you think that if the Com
missioners charge special rates the carriers would be able to compete successfully with the railway? I 
think that even if local rates were charged the Mount Hope people would come here in preference to 
going to Cobar, in order to save time and distance.
984. Do you know the trend of the traffic from Ivanhoe and Mossgiel? The whole of that traffic goes to
Carrathool and Hay. _
985. "Would the proposed railway divert any of that traffic? No; you would have to take it much
further on. _
986. So that the Euabalong line would be of service to residents between here and Condobolin, to new 
settlers who might come into the district in consequence of railway construction, and also to.the people of

. Mount Hope ? Yes; I do not think you could rely upon it to intercept any traffic going towards Yictoria.
9S7. Do you think it would be justifiable on the part of the Government to construct this line to 
Euabalong, in view of the small amount of traffic which could be created, or do you think the line should 
be taken further on ? I think it would be a good line to construct to Euabalong, and it might afterwards 
be extended. I think it would be a good thing to run light lines through this back country to open it up. 
In most of the good farming districts the whole of the available land has been taken up, and the rising 
generation must have an outlet somewhere. If you do not have light railways in these districts the farmers 
will find themselves in the position of having to carry their produce too far by road. So far as the land 
round about Mount Hope is concerned, it is some of the finest land a plough was ever put into.
988. Hailing markets near Mount Hope, a railway to Euabalong would provide markets elsewhere ? Yes; 
and I reckon that, as far as minerals are concerned, the Mount Hope district is only in its infancy.
989. Yon think there are prospects of groat development in the mining industry? Yes.
990. "What is the extent of the Mount Hoiie field ? There is a belt of mineral country running right 
throngh to Cobar; commencing at Mount Hope, the distance would bo over 100 miles.
991. What would be the width of that belt ? I could not say. Mount Alien is only 12 miles from Mount 
Hope. Gilgunnia is 25 miles from Mount Allen, and Nymagee is 35 miles from Gilgunnia.
992. It is a line of mineral-bearing country all through ? Yes. _
993. Does the mineral country come in this direction from Mount Hope? Yes. There is a mine only 
11 miles out called Creamy Hills; they are prospecting there on a small scale now.
994. And is there a similar character of country between that point and Mount Hope ? Yes; it is all 
mineralised.

Prederick Millthorpe, homestead lessee, Hyandra, sworn, and examined:—
r.Millthorpe. 995. Chairman^] What is the extent of your lease? 8,820 acres. ‘

---- - 996. Mr. O’Gonnor] How long have you been in this district ? Seven years.
Sept., 1S97. 997. Your lease will hold good for the next twenty-one years ? Yes. _

998. How are you utilising it ? I have sheop and cattle, and I have gone in for a little agriculture.
999. Is any portion of your lease fit for agriculture? About 5,000 acres out of 8,000.
1000. But up to the present you have not utilised that portion ? Only 50 acres.
1001. How is it that you have not put a bigger area under cultivation ? There is no way or getting the 
wheat to market. Whitton is our nearest railway station.
1002. If vou could reach, without undue expense, tho best markets between here and Sydney, you would 
put a considerable area under cultivation ? Yes; from 300 to 500 acres.
1003. Upon what grounds do you favour the construction of a railway to Euabalong ? I think it would 
open up the country, and do a lot of good to those who arc already settled. I also think the line would 
pay expenses.
.1004, How far are you from Dake Cudgellico ? About 15 miles from Lake Cudgellico. I should only be 
30 miles away if I could cross the river in a straight line.
1005. Are there any settlers near you? Not on this side, because it is in the Western Division.
1006. Taking a radius of 20 miles, what settlement would there be ? There are nine or ten stations.
1007. The settlers to whom yon refer hold considerable areas of country? Yes, one of them has between 
500 and 600 acres under crop this year.
.1008. What would be the aggregate area under cultivation on the nine or ten stations ? I could not say.
1009. I suppose they are equally desirous with yourself of obtaining railway communication ? Yes.
1010. Do you wish to add anything to your evidence ? I think that if a railway were brought to Euaba
long, a lot of the country would be put under viticulture. It is admitted that grapes can bo grown equal 
to those grown in the Albury district. I have been in the district a long time, and I can see there is
more sugar in the grape here than in the Albury district, 
making,

The grapes are more adapted for wine-
1011.
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1011. How long were you in the Albury district ? I was there for nearly forty years. I also think, that F. Milltliorpe.
if a railway were constructed here a large population would come from Victoria to cultivate the mallee -s
country, if tljey could get it at a reasonable rate. I saw six men from Victoria here a short time ago. 30Sept., 1897. 
They represented a lot of people over there, and they said the malleo country abont here was the finest
country they had seen for wheat growing if they could get it at a reasonable rate.
1012. At present it is abandoned ? Tes, it is merely a breeding-place for rabbits.
1013. Tou think that if railway facilities existed, people would come from Victoria and take up land ? I 
am confident they would.
1014. Have you a knowledge of the country between Euabalong and Hillston ? Tes. _ _
1015. Ho you.think that if the railway were continued to Hillston the traffic which now goes to Victoria
would be retained in this Colony? I do; and I also think there would be a great deal more wheat grown
there. I have 5,120 acres about 14 miles from Hillston, and I grow there 200 acres of wheat. _ _
1010. The rest of the area you use for pastoral purposes ? Tes. The land is in a south-easterly direction 
towards Whitton and Carrathool.
1017. AVould tbe extension of the proposed railway benefit you to any extent? Tes; because wc have to 
cart 50 odd miles to the railway at Carrathool.
1018. Therefore, a railway to Hillston would mean a great saving to all the farmers in that district ?
Tes. ... .
1019. iHtbe present time w'hcre do you send yourprcduce ? It is sold in Hillston, or taken n’a Carrathool 

' to Sydney? If it is taken to Carrathool when the river is up, we can get it taken down the other way by
water carriage cheaper than it can be carried by rail to Sydney. _
1020. If there were a railway at Hillston you would not send any of your produce to Melbourne ? Quite 
so ; wc could not do so on account of the 50 miles of road carriage.
1021. What is the carrying capacity of your land there ? I think in an average season about 5 acres to 
the sheep.
1022. What is the average weight of your fleeces ? Erom 71b. to Sib.
1023. It is, therefore, good wool growing country ? Tes.

FRIDAY, 1 OCTOBER, 1897.

[The Sectional Committee met at the Court House, Lake Cudgellico, at 4'30 pmi\

THOMAS HE NET HASSALL, Esq. (Cuaiuman).
The Hon. Daniel O'Connoh. | John Lionel Vegan, Esq.

Erank Faun ell, Esq.

Tbe Sectional Committee further consider cdthe proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

Christopher Davis, farmer, Windmill Earm, sworn, and examined :—
1024. Chairman^] Ton are a farmer at Windmill Earm, on tbe Lachlan River ? Fes; lam about tbe C. Davis, 
same distance from Euabalong as I am from Cudgellico. ~v
102,3. Are you on tbe northern or ou tbe southern side of the river? On the northern side. Oct., 189;
102G. How long have you been residing in this district? About thirty-two years.
1027. Have you been settled on tbe river all that time? 1 have been settled where I now am since 1871.
1028. Tou selected under the Land Act of 1861 ? Tes.
1029. What is the extent of your area ? I have two GiO-acre blocks, and 151 acres. It is all conditionally 
purchased land.
1030. Have you any conditional lease land ? No.
1031. What do you generally do with the land ; do you cultivate it or graze it ? I cultivate a good deal 
and graze the remainder. This year I have between 400 and 500 acres under wheat.
1032. Mr. Fegan.l I suppose you also grow wool ? Tes.
1033. How many sheep have you ? At the present time I have only about 700, but I have had as many 
as 2,000.
1034. What is the reason you have such a small number this year ? Tbe bad season.
1035. What is tbe largest crop you have under cultivation? I have the largest area under wheat this 
year. I had 400 acres last year, and 400 the year before.
1030. Whore is your market? Mount Hope, principally. I take my hay and chaff there.
1037. Where do you take your wheat ? I only stripped one year. I stripped last year.
1038. Where did you send it then? I sent it to Condobolin. It was milted there.
1039. Where is your market for flour ? Principally tbe Mount Hope Copper Mine.
1040. Do you do anything besides farming and carting ? No; I have been carting ten years to Mount 
Hope.
1041. Tou combine.carting with farming ? Tes.
1042. Tou had 400 acres under hay last year ? Tes ; I got about 140 tons of bay.
1043. Have you a contract to supply tbe Mount Hope district ? I generally supply Mount Hope.
1044. Do you supply any particular company there ? I supply tbe whole township ; I have done so for 
the last sixteen years.
1045. How far are you from Lake Cudgellico? The nearest point would he about 8i- miles across the 
river from my place.
104G, What are your views with reference to the extension of railway communication to Lake Cudgellico ?
I should like to see the railway here. I do not care whether it comes to Lake Cudgellico or Euabalong, 
because I am the same distance from either place.
1047. Why do you want a railway here ? I have a good deal of wheat in this year, and I hope to be able 
to put in still more, for dispatch to Sydney aud other markets. In a good season I should strip it all, 
and I ought to get about 3,000 bags.
1048. As matters now stand, if you are fortunate with your wheat, how do you intend to dispose of it r
If I cannot sell it locally, I shall have to hold it. 1049.



704

'30 .PARLIAMENTARY standing COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 'WORKS.

C. PaTie. 1049. Your idea is to take it to Condobolin for milling ? I do not care, for that; there is too mucin 
car*a=e attached to it.

ct"’ ’ 1050. What did it cost you to take your wheat to Condobolin before P It was three years ago ; it cost 
me Is. a bag there, and Is. a bag back to my own place. ’
1051. Prom your place to Mount Hope what would it cost you? 2s, 4d. a bag.
1052. That would be abont 3s. 6d. a bag for cartage alone ? Yes.
1053. Having regard to the rates at which the Eailway Commissioners carry wheat in other places, do yon 
think it would be a groat advantage to the people in this district, in the matter of wheat-production, to- 
have a railway here P Yes; because in other years I could not get wheat carted over the same route for 
5s. a hag ; that was in consequence of the bad season.
1054. Bo you grow anything besides wheat? I grow a lot of fruit. I used to make a good deal out of 
fruit; but 1 had to give up growing some of it on account of depredations by vermin.
1055. What fruit can you grow ? Hearly every kind.
1050. Without artificial water P Water is impounded in a dam round my garden,
1057. What distance of river frontage have you? I might have a mile.
1058. You have a fair opportunity to grow fruit through being near the river ? Tes.
1059. If you were away from the river, could you grow fruit successfully? I have a good orchard 3 miles' 
from the river.
1060. Had you not an opportunity to get water? I used to catch all the water that fell round it. It 
used to grow very good fruit.
1061. Where is your market for the fruit ? Mount Hope, principally.
1002, If there were a railway at Euabalong or Cudgellico, you could send your surplus elsewhere ? Yes_
1063. Under the circumstances, a railway would not he of much use to you ? A railway would be of use
to me, Many times I grow more stuff than I can sell locally, and it is too expensive to send it awny 
by team. ‘
1064. Where do you send your fat sheep ? They are sent to Mount Hope, chiefly. A railway would
enable many small mobs of fat sheep to be got away. It does not pay at present to send them to- 
Melbourne or Sydney, and they have to be sold locally. '
1005. Which would be the best route by which to bring the railway into this districtdo you think it 
should come from Euabalong ? A line from Euabalong would ho more convenient to me, I think.
1060. Is there any other information you have to give the Committee ? I have been farming here for the 
last twenty-five years, and with a little care, and with an ordinary rainfall, wo can grow anvthing.
1067. 4/r. O’Conttor,] A railway would he an inducement to you to cultivate more land? Yes.
1065. Mr. MtrnelL] If a railway were constructed from Lake Cudgoliico, would it suit you if it came 
from auy point beside Euabalong ? Yes ; providing it went through Lake Cudgellico.
1009. Mr. HsrJnra.] In the event of a railway being constructed from Grenfell to Wyalong, coming within 
a reasonable distance of Lake Cudgellico, even if it did not come quite close to the lake, it would suit 
you, being the shorter route to Sydney ? I do not think it would suit me better than the present line at 
Condobolin. If a line came from Grenfell I do not suppose it would pass within 40 miles from this place.
1070. Supposing it came within 25 miles ? I would rather cart it the few extra miles to Condobolin, on 
account of having the river for tlie teams. Even in sending stock away I would rather send them in that, 
direction.
1071. You think, then, that a railway from Euabalong to Condobolin would be of great benefit to yon?' 
I think so. It would also benefit the district, because it would induce many more persons to go^ into 
farming. I would be prepared now, if I had means of getting the produce away, to put in 1,500 acres of 
wheat every year.
1072. And are there many farmers similarly situated to yourself who would have increased cultivation ?
I think many would put iu more wheat; but it is of no uso to grow more for local consumption, because- 
we cannot get rid of it.
1073. How often can you depend ou the crop ? I have had wheat in since 1872, and I have missed three- 
crops. I cannot say I missed a crop, because I got 140 tons off 400 acres.

Hobert George Jamieson, senior constable, Lake Cudgellico, sworn, and examined:—
It. G-. 1074. O/iairman.] How long have you been stationed here ? About twenty-two months.

Jamieson. 1075. What is the area of your district? It extends about 60 miles south 'towards tho Murrumbidgee ; 
c—about 25 miles to the west, including Merrigal; 30 miles to the east, including Dundoo Hills station; and 

1 Oct., 1897. ^ is bounded on the north by the Lachlan Eiver.
1076. Have you any record of the population within that area, or the acreage of land under crop ? There 
would be about 600 withiu that area, and 1,800 acres under crop.
1077. It is cultivated ]irincipally for wheat? Principally for hay.
1078. Js it used for local consumption mainly ? Yes.
1079. During your twenty-two months here, has tho population increased or decreased ? It has decreased.
1080. To any appreciable extent? There are about 150 persons less than there wore when I took charge 
of tho district.
1081. Cau you give the Committee any reasons for that decrease;—is it due to dearth of employment, or 
to what? Poor seasons would be one reason for a number of persons leaving the district.
10S2, ‘Were tbo people who have left part of the floating population, or were they residents of the district ? 
They were residents of the district; but they have left their farms.
1083. Have they had to abandon them from the uncertainty of season, or from what cause? I do not 
suppose it would be the fault of the seasons altogether; but there is no market for anything they can 
grow on selections here. Tlie reason so many farms were taken up here at the start was that a number 
of men were working in the district. When the mines went down there was no market for produce : no 
doubt if tbe mines were working to-day many farmers would continue in occupation.
1084. While tbe mining industry was flourishing here there was a certain market for produce ? Yes ; 
for a few farms.
1085. In the present state of the mining industry the farmers have no alternative but to abandon their 
farms ? Quite so.

1086-
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It was our market.1086. Mount Hope is tke principal market for produce from this distriet F ^ ..................  „ _
1087. But the Mount Hope mines, like all the other mining centres here, have gone down lately f ies. 
10S8. Tou know the country between here and Condobolin, and also between here and HiJlston . *es
1089. Supposing the line were taken from here to Hillston, some distance alofig the northern banJt ottne 
river, would there be any cultivation in that direction P Not to any great extent, I tbmk.
1090. Would there be enough traffic along that line to pay expenses ? I cannot say.
109 L. In view of the estimated loss upon the line and the necessity for local rates, do you think the railway 
would be used to any extent in competition with the teams ? T should not like to say what effect local 
■rates would have; I am not acquainted with the country about Euabalong. I know the country tairij 
■well between this point and Hillston, and also between here and Wyalong. The country between this 
point and Hillston is good country. A great part of it is under lease, but there are some resumed areas

1092. Is tbe land, on the frontage where farming operations could be carried on successfully, leasehold?
1c is mostly leasehold, I think. , 0 tj on
1093. Do you think it would be justifiable to bring a railway only as far as Euabalong? 1 do not think so.
1094. Ton think it would be necessary to extend it further ? Tes. -rr- j. • v '^p*
1095. Tou do not think (he line to Euabalong would intercept any traffic that goes to Victoria by river .
I do not think so. „
1096. If tbe object of tbe Eailway Commissioners be to attract traffic to our railway system they would
Hiave to take this line further west? Tes; to intercept Tictorian traffic. _ , ,, M m
1097. The construction of a line, even as far as Cudgellico, would not bring new traffic on to the JNew 
South Wales Eailways—that is to say, the main traffic on the line would be traffic which now goes either to
•Condobolin or to Whitton ? Tes. . ■ ■ j j: .n, •
1098 Is the country between here and Hillston suitable for farming ? Tes, on this side o± the river.
1099. Tou do not know much about tbe other side ? No ; tbe country between here and \\ hitton is also 
:good for farming,
1100. How far is it from here to Whitton ? 110 miles.
1101. And to Wyalong ? Eighty miles. _ ,
1102. What do vou make tbe distance from here to Eankiu’s Springs ? About 4.0 miles.
1103. And from'bere to Talgogrin ? About 60 miles ; tbe surveyed line passes close to Taigogrm.
1104. Eankin’s Spring is in a direct line from bere to Whitton ? Tes. , ,
1105. What sort of country is it about Eankin’s Springs ? There are barren bills about mere ; but the
land in betiveen them is splendid for cultivation. .
1106- What is tbo country like between here and Eankin’s Springs r It is really good country. ,
1107. Eow is it occupied? By selectors. There are about ten selectors between here and Kankm s

1108. °What do they do with their produce ? They send it to Talgogrin. I know that one man has 110
-acres under crop, and be sells tbe produce locally. , ■ ,
1109. The settlers are apparently doing well? They are not doing well, because they have no mar'e 
here in a good season for their bay. They would do well if they always had a market for their crops.
1110. Tou think there would be a considerable area put under cultivation if tbe farmers could get away
-their produce ? I am sure there would. .
1111. Is tho land equally good near Talgogrin? No ; it is not good land abont Talgogrin until you get
«bout 20 miles out, coming this way. . , __ t ;+
1112. Have vou any idea of tbe country between Eankiu’s Springs and Hillston? Ot a portion ot it. 
There are about 12^ 13 miles T do not know much about from Eankin’s Springs to Tin Hut, but going 
■past that it is good land ; von get on towards the river.
1113. Tbe good land from Lake Cudgellico in the direction of Hillston extends right on to Mem Merrigal

111-l. That range comes in close to tbe river ? Tes; a railway in that direction would have to go close to 
4be river to get round tbe end of tbe range. If you took the line to tbe westward further down it would 
have to go through Monia Gap ; that is about 40 miles from here.

R. G. 
Jamieson.

1

Alexander Gordon Huie, carpenter, and secretary to the Progress Committee, Cudgellico,
sworn, and examined :—

1115. Mr. Farnell] Did yon give evidence before the Sectional Committee which inquired mto the 
-proposed line to Broken Hill last year ? Tes.
1116. Did you give it in your capacity of secretary to the Progress Committee. Ies.
1117. Tou are aware of the proposal to extend the railway from Condobolin to Euabalong. . es,' .
1118. Have you collected any statistics which would show the Committee that there is any qustifaeation
for that extension ? I have collected no general statisi ies. , . ,,
1119. Have any been collected by any member of the Progress Committee ? The senior-constable could 

■give you information about tbe population, tbe area of crop that is in, and the storekeepers could give you
evidence as to the stores which come into the place. . , . , . i j: j-r.
1120. How many members has your Progress Committee ? I think nine this year, but several ot them are

1121. Since you last gave evidence before a Sectional Committee has the district progressed so far as
settlement is concerned ? No. P j i
1122: Can you give us any reason for tbe decrease in settlement? The reasons for the decrease have been 
working for a number of’ years past; twenty or thirty years ago this part of the country was in a very 
■different state. There was practically no scrub, and a number of sheep were run When the goid-tieJd 
broke out, still more people were drawn bere, and a good many improvements m the way ot tank-sinking 
and fencing were carried out. When the land was thrown open a good many selections were also taker 
up. Up to the time of tbe financial crisis tbe district: got on well enough ; after that date it went bacu, 
and pastoral occupation did not give tbe same employment. Mining has also gone down, and there has 
been nothing to take its place. If tbe railway had been constructed at that time the district would not 
have gone back at all; but tbe farmers, being at such a distance from market, could not grow wheat at a 
profit There has been nothing to take the place of tbe sources of employment before tbe district went 
back. 11

A. G. Bnie.
1 Oct., 1897.
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'2—n." -*■ un<^er8^an^ the area under cultivation has also decreased ? I think there is less than
1897. !\,ere was three or four years ago. I know of one selector who had several hundred of acres 14 miles down 

the river, and he has hardly anything in now.
1125. You attribute tho decrease in cultivation, and the slow progress of the district, to the absence of 
proper facilities for getting produce to market ? That is it.
tt 2 W'lat Ta.^waf stati°n is tho trade of the district done, taking a radius of 10 miles of Cudnellico ?
U p to the preseut it has been done chiefly with ’Whitton. Occasional loads have come from Porbes and 
irarkes, and some from Condobolin. The trade of is a rad ban, and Mcrri Merrigal, would go to Whitton 
tmsj,'ear; it might go to Condobolin next year.
112 m ?° y°U anfciciPate any new traffic at Euabalong if tbe line were extended to that point ? There 
would be a greater area of land put under cultivation, and iu the winter mouths there would be a great 
quantity of fish aud rabbits sent from a station anywhere near here. I do not think any wool ivhich <mcs 
to \ictona would be intercepted. A line to Euabalong would not be far enough 'for that purpose. 
Ihe JNorth Wooyeo wool, which went to Melbourne one year, would be intercepted, but I do not know of 
any beyond that.

u 6 P*1'™7 g™ that extent ? Yes, hut that is a trifle. The other increase of traffic
would he altogether new. It would not be traffic going at present to auy railway. It would be traffic 
mainly incidental to new cultivation.

think that in order to divert ictorian traffic it would be necessary to take tbe railway on to 
Hillston? Yes, j j

es^ens'on Hillston would probably have the effect of diverting some of that traffic ? It 
would divert a largo quantity of it. The traffic as far as Ivanhoe would come to a station at Hillston.
1131. Supposmg a line wore constructed through to Hillston at a convenient distance from Lake
Cudgellico, it would suit the convenience of this district as well as an extension to Euabaloim ? It all 
depends upon what you call a convenient distance. °
1132. Supposing the railway were 10 miles distant? In that case, I daresay, it would serve the district 
right enough ; but I question whether it would be possible to take a line 10 miles to tlie south of Lake 
Cudgellico, on account of the nature of the country to bo traversed.

0‘Gm}nor:] what would be the difficulty ? There are two ranges—the Cudgellico Eange, and 
the Morn Merrigal Eange further down. °
1134. You say that tho settlers have only produced wheat for local consumption ? There has been very
little wheat production at all. There are onlv two or three fanners who have gone in for making a livink
by cultivation. ' ° o »
1135. Do you know what tbe average yield per acre lias been? I can ouly guess at it. It has been from
12 to ]G bushels, I think. '
113G. Have you taken the average rainfall ? I have not taken it; but I know that it is from 17 to 18 
inches. I believe a record has been kept at Wooyeo, and that would apply to Lake Cudgellico; the 
rainfall has been as high as 30 inches and as low as from 10 to 12 inches. Probably there will not be
much more than that this year unless we have heavy rain towards the end of the year.
113/. Is there plenty of land available for settlement in this district? There is a large area of land 
available now. A. number of improvement leases from the south-east to tbe south-west bine been put up 
at auction ; only four have been taken up. There have been two settlement lease areas comprising ten 
blocks, varying in extent from 1,087 acres to 2,5G0 acres, also put up, and not one of them has been, 
occupied. Two were applied for, but the applicants did not go on with their application. Two homestead 
selection areas have also been open, aud three blocks of 40 acres each have been taken up. It was mainly 
through my efforts that three of these areas were thrown open. 1 thought the liberal provisions of the 
new Act would induce^pcople to take up the land ; but that hope has not been realised. A com-idorable 
expenditure of money is required to deal with land iu this district. There is a good deal of pine ficrub, 
and then there is the rabbit pest to be dealt with. A considerable amount of capital is required to do 
this, and people cannot make a living on a small area from pastoral products alone—thev must combine 
agriculture with pastoral pursuits. Until farmers can get away their produce quickly, and without much 
expense, the land will not be taken up.
1138. What does it cost per acre to scrub and clear the land fit for tho plough ? I could not say ; but I 
believe it was stated in evidence twelve months ago that it would cost from 35s. to £2 an acre. *
1139. M hat area do you think would he sufiiciont for a person to take up in this district combining 
pastoral pursuits with agriculture? It depends entirely upon the land. A man might do well with G40 
acres in one place and a few miles further on he mitrht require considerably more. Tbe land is surveyed 
in blocks of varying sir.es according to its capabilities. I think these blocks are a fair size with the 
exception of the 40-acre blocks, which are too small.
1140. Are there any large areas of freehold land in the district suitable for tbe growth of cereals ? On 
Wooyeo station there is a good deal of land which would be fit for wheat growing, but it is scattered 
about the station.
1141. Do you think, that if a railway were constructed fo Euabalong, it would be an inducement to
freeholders to farm their land on the halves system ? I think it would bo some years before auvlhing of 
tbe kind were done here. ‘ b
1142. Do you know the rate of carriage between bere and Condobolin at the present time? It is about
£3 per ton, but that is high, and it would be for small Jots; the bearings of tho traffic between bere and 
Condobolin have not properly settled down, and they will not do so until tbe railway is taken over by the 
Government. Probably tho rate will bo as low as £1 or 30s. The rale is £3 "in bad weather, or for 
stuff which has to come throngh quickly. ’
1143. You know it is anticipated that there will be a loss of someihinsr like £3,500 a year on the extension
to Euabalong ? Yes. “
1144. A ou know that it is also proposed by tbe Eailway Commissioners to charge local rates;—do you think 
there Mould b© any objection to them ? Providing they did not come to more than road carriage there 
nould be no objection. I think that if tho carriage were as high as by team the traffic uould still como 
by rail on account of tbe expedition and security.
1145. Do you know of anything else besides wheat which would be produced in the district which would
add traffic to a railway ? Wheat would be the main thing. There would he a large quantity of rabbits, 
fish, and wild fowl carried in the winter months. 114G, *
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114'f. How many persons aro engaged iu t!ie fisiiing industry her(i? A liJtle while ago there were tuo 
men and three boys ; but some fishermen wrill be able to give you evidence on that point, j Qct
1147. Are there any mineral resources in the district likely to be developed? Tbe mine here might be ’ 
worked again, but to that 1 have no definite knowledge. The lirribenderry mine, about S miles from here, 
may also be worked again.

SATURDAY, 2 OCTOBER, 1897.
[_77m Sectional Committee met at the Court Souse, Dake Cudgellico, at 10 n.-wi.]

present:—
THOMAS HENRY HASSALL, Esq. (Chaibaia*-).

The Hon. Daniel O’Connob. | John Lionel Eeoan, Esq.
. EbANK EABSEIL, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

Joseph Blacker, saddler, Lake Cudgellico, sworn, and examined;—■
1148. Chairman.'] Have you resided long in the district? Twenty-five years. ^
1.149. You have heard of the proposal to extend the railway from Euabalong to Condobolin ? Yes.
1150. Do you favour that proposal P Yes. _
1151. Are you yourself the holder of any land hero? I have an allotment in the township. .
1152. Yon have no pastoral or agricultural land ? No.
1153. Are you well acquainted with the district? Yes. _
1154. On what extent can you speak authoritatively ? I have been to a distance of 50 or 00 miles all 
round Lake Cudgellico.
1155. Have you been to Hillston ? Yea; I have been to Hillston for tbe last seven or eight years.
1150. Do you know the country there ? Yes; I know all that country well. _
1157. Will you tell the Committee why you favour tho proposed railway ? I. believe the line would 
be the means of settling a number of people in the district; it would be a great convenience in the getting 
away of stock. I have known farmers here to have had 500 or 000 fat sheep and unable to get them 
away. A railway would enable them to get their fat stock to market. I have also known of men who 
have grown wheat similarly situated. They have had a thousand bags of wheat, and have been unable to 
sell it on account of there being no means of getting it away. It w ould not pay them to engage carriers 
on account of the road charges. 1 have known cattle and sheep, which have been fattened here, kept until 
thev have actually got into store condition again; it has been impossible to get them away.
1158. You know the country from here to Condobolin ? Yes; a great deal of it is very good land.
1159. What is the qualitvof the land from here to Hillston along the surveyed route? Some of if.is very
good, but there is a lot of mallee country. I am not an experienced fanner, but 1 am told that the mallee 
country is very good for wheat growing when it has been cleared. ,
1100. Is there good pastoral land in that direction ? Yes. Of course, the land on this side of the river is
better than is the land on the other side. _ _
1101. Do you know of any areas of Crown land in that direction which would he at tho disposal of 
the settlers ? There are a number of blocks which can be taken up. One man took up a large block the 
other day ; there is a lot of mallee country which can be taken up.
] 152. Has this place advanced or receded during the past four or live years ? It has receded.
1103. To any great extent ? A good bit. _
UO k To what do you attribute it ? 1 attribute it to the growtii of rabbits and to tlie growth of pine
scrub, and also to the fact that the farmers have bad no market for their produce. Land will not be 
taken up unless a market is provided for produce.
1163. What is the quality of the land within a radius of 10 miles of Lake Cudgellico? It is all good 
land ; it is all fit for the plough.
1166. Js there any available there ? A lot of it. ...
1167. Is it your opinion that if a railway were taken as far as Euabalong it would facilitate settlement ? 
Decidedly.
1168. What is your rainfall ? About 17 inches. _ _ 4
1169. Would that be sufficient for the growth of wheat ? Yes; it would be plenty if it came at the right
time of tbe year—in fact, we could do with less than that. _
1170. You think the distriet has gone back not only on account of the pine scrub and the rabbits, but also
through the want of a market for product ? Yes. _ _ _
1171. You think that all the difficulties incidental to settlement would be surmounted if the district had 
railway communication ? Yes.
1172. And that in course of time a railway would pay ? Ye*. Of course it would not pay at the present 
time.

J. Blacker.
2/Octpm7-

George Albert EiUinger, selector, Corrawong, Lake Cudgellico, sworn, aud examined:—
1173. Chairman.] Where is your holding situated ? About 12 miles in the south-westerly direction. G. A.
1374. Mr Fegan.] What is your area ? I have 2,560 acres of conditional purchase and conditionallcaae, Pillmger. 
aud 2,560 acres of annual lease. 9/n'T*'TaQ7
1175. Have you any freehold? No ; but all the members of my family are settled on contiguous blocks. 0 •> '
1176. How long have you occupied them ? The first block was taken up in 1891. Eour of us occupy
2,500 acres each ; my youngest son has 1,280 acres.
1177. You said that first holding was taken up in 1891 ? Yes. _ 1
117S. Since then to what purpose have you chiefly put you holding 9 It has been used chiefly for grazing.
1379. "Where did you come from before you occupied this land ? From Corowa.
1180. Then you have been resident in the district for a considerable time ? Yes; 1 was resident there 
for about ten years.

282 (a)—E 11SI.
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G. A.
Pillinger. Yes; I have followed them allmy lif J°U hare had a fair ci'Perienee of pastoral and farmiog pursuits ?

2 Oct, 1897. portion of your area under cultivation ? f grew sorghum last year ; it was too dry a season

wafa ™ ^ t0 S t w Wheilt at a11 ? Yes J 1,1 1894. 1 had about 1G acres of wheat, and it
TKL remarkably good crop. I put it in for hay.
on my own, place'^ ™U ver^ ^fctl0 experience of wheat growing on your present holding? Not

n fifi tS° y°U i"10^ t!5610 is a ProP°^l to construct a line from Condobolin to Euabalong ? Yes 
S the Sidl r^Zn6 6,1 ? 1 d° not' but 1 SUPP°Be tKc 3iue wouId come a few miles

. E that itils.t,li,lk :t is SUitable £or settlement ? The land is suitable if it is available, but I do not

moTe a11 tha mer f1ror:taS° has been secured to stations, and that there is not much
do not know iWtTp1 0pei1'- d° T°U theTe 18. mVc1' P™spect of a line paying working expenses ? I 
llfiO T! f * *iU,£ f h?6 bnt I know the district wants one badly enough.
own idea i/iT ^^ *u*™ 810u!d be somc prospect of a line paying before it is undertaken ? Yes; my
own^dea is that the railway ought to come in this direction from Wyalong. 7
11QI mL U kn°r tiie C0l,ntrlr between Euabalong and Cudgellico ? Yes.
? no we featei: Pajt it >3 alienated, is it not ? X could not eay.
agricultumfSoil°U bPfat ' n .Within 10 railca of C^gellico I do not consider that it is
is^almost^qually ^ ^ °b th6 °ther sidc °f t,ie brid^ the ^

scUkmraT y°U Cann0t l00l< f°r any Sreat fiettlement between here and Euabalong? .Not agricultural

iVW°rld b° flfc for. Pastoral pursuits, but that is all, you think ? That is my idea, 
say are 7°U fr°m thC ProPosed t0rminus at Euabalong ? Twenty-six miles, as nearly as I can

W Uto ™ r T10 7011 fr0m V? point ? neiLrest fence would be about 7 miles, and the furthest 
1v ° l0' Tbe a70r*ge ^'stance would be, sav, 10 miles.
and CudgellkoT^ No® Tdo1 nT^ °f ]”UCh SreatCr Settiemcnt ^ at Prescnt between Euabalong

were a^railwsv witL-!l rail'vay anywhere near Cudgellico, would you increase your cultivation ? If there 
ion v” ' 7 u i a’Y,.rfiasonablc distance I would put in five or six hundred acres.

open' for scttlem™?GIit ^ m ^ brinS much f,,eigbt to 11 ? The country out here is all
watered Tf w l 5 u 7 8!illabI® tor settlement. Although it is heavily timbered, it is pretty well 
?9nn id' ■i'lv. 1 -i1 r‘aTlway Jt would soon all be settled. 1 '
IWi S a ral Were br0Ubrht t0 Euabalong it would induce settlement near yon ? Yes
three months on ^n^7™1' i™'* ?0W ? •1;rom vid Wbitton. They have been usually
19(19 A Tift T ' ’ Bincf ^bo dro,1gbt set m we have never been sure when we should get them
of damage is dST® ^ ° th° St°re3 UOt flt for Vfiry lnllcb whcn -"ol1 io Hct tbw!1;? A good deal

w!‘a! ^ r0.,d ca,Tiage? Abont £2 5s. a ton from Whitton.
would be over8£10 TtO?* ^ ^ S7<lne7 ? W° haV6 t0 pay £8 a ton °n most fchin6s i tbe ratc ^together

lone' ^°U live, neare^ t0 CudSeIlico than to Euabalong ? Yes.
12(17 T1?Ot0U1 "“r tbe cou,lt7 between here and Wyalong, and between here and Hi 11 si on ? Yes.
| V Sf6 T boeD 80,,ie agttatmn for a railway from Wyalong to Hillston ? Yes. 

i.20s. ihe route has been surveyed? Yes.
l?!u' S° y°fU kn0n7 ?1,e ™ute ProPosed to be taken ? Pretty well.
Si1?' SfT far w ^ be fr°m Cudgenieo ? Between 30 and 40 miles.
better noinn ^ tlleJY°plG Cidgdlico ? It would be useless for them. Tt will be a little
dofs not make m^mb S 0n’ bocaU3e 'v]lcn once thin?s are loaded a *ttlc extra distance
much S0t"etcn”“ Al f d™"t 7 1”“mS 30 ” 40 “i!“ f“” C„dBel]ico would not induce

1212 At what distance from Cudgellico would a railway suit people here? 
best land if it ran about 10 miles to the south.
level ^Ut 'T°u3d 3t be Posslble *0 bring a railway so near to Cudgellico as that ?

It would pass through all the 

Yes; the country is all
1215 T^liPMS g0°d agricultural country? Yes; it would be all agricultural country,
it lould bi about 18 inches.'110"' ^ thei‘e ? Acc<>rding to tbc a''erage of the past 1.0 or 12 years

little 1 SUpP°Se VelT Mtle of the land between here and Wyalong is under cultivation? Comparatively 

kwouldamlmrYl ^ d°it0 a rail,way from W.>'along to Hillston, Bid Cudgellico? I think

- H AVw^>P.lffib™^,r,td"0Uth Si<lli °f ri™r WOU'd b° “ """ ”i‘,‘ ll"‘
SiriiakonY1 SYlY110™ •'V’0Ulfl greater prosped; of that line paving than a line to Hillston, fid
brie camc/to lie Cud'gXo f^n thtsou™1 ^ 500 °r G°0 SqUar° ^ttled in a 8,10rt tlmC’ if a 

ioi? hSu.r?11 T fl'°?.tho map YY tllere is a larb'e area of Crown land unoccupied in the direction of

sr/uri t, ibo,° *• “**«'>»»^ *“ "‘k
mo. There seems to be also between ‘Wyalong and Condobolin a large area of unoccupied Crown land ?

samp oHs/nf1 k:Q<7 £aYy 'V-e11 ? YeS ' 1 bav0 been over tba,t a number of times. It is all the
fo^e? dl_Vfy 1GaVll-y tlmhered> and worthless unless improved ; but mucb more suitable
tor settlement than the plain open country, upon which there is no timber.

1222.
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1222. What kind o£ soil is there in that direction ? It is a heavier soil near Wyalong—more sticky. It 
is a chocolate soil.
1223. If a line were constructed to lianldn’s Spring, passing 40 miles from Cudgellico, that would be 
better than anything you have at present ? Of course it would, but it would not bring about any settle
ment, People would not be attracted to this district by a railway at that distance.
1224. Ton think a railway 40 miles away would not induce any more settlement hero ? To a certain 
extent it might.
1225. How far away would the proposed terminus at Euabalong be ? I think about 26 miles.
1226. So that if the roads were good there would not be so very much difference ? There would be a 
difference of 14 miles, and it is easier to cart in the direction of Euabalong than it is the other way. 
There are a lot of boggy holes when you get away some distance in the direction of Eankin’s Springs, but 
the road to Euabalong is pretty bard and firm. You can cart there in almost any season; but you cannot 
always get to Han kin’s Springs.
1227. There would be more engineering difficulties in the construction of a line from Wyalong than from 
Condobolin ? Yes ; if you are referring to the line from Wyalong to Eankin’s Springs.
1228. Is there any other information you can give the Committee r1 I only desire to say that we are at a 
great disadvantage with farmers in districts where there is railway communication. Under present 
circumstances we cannot carry on a system of agriculture and grazing combined. We have to rely upon 
grazing solely now, whereas if we had a railway we could go in for agriculture. No doubt the country is 
suitable for it.
1229. If you had railway facilities you would have cheaper carriage, and it would therefore be an induce
ment to put larger areas under cultivation. The receipts from agriculture would materially assist you in 
your pastoral pursuits ? Yes. I am of opinion that a line ought to come from Wyalong to Cudgellico.

G. A. 
Pillinge..

a'ocCisOT.

John Knight, storekeeper, Lake Cudgellico, sworn, and examined:—
1230. Mr. FarncU.] How long have you been resident here? Close upon twenty years.
1231. 8o that you have an intimate knowledge of the district and its surroundings P Yes.
1232. With what railway station have you been dealing ? Whitton.
1233. What quantity of goods have you been getting up on an average per month for the last two or three 
years ? Five tons a month—some months more and some less.
1234. What is the road carriage from Whitton ? £3 a ton was the last rate we paid,
1235. WTiat is the railway carriage from Sydney ? The goods come through at truck rates—we pay £30 
for a G-ton truck.
1236. Then it would cost you £25 a. month for railwayicarriase ? 
Whitton. J Yes :

lueb

3. Enight. 
2'0dC"l8&7.

■ than

I think it

and £3 per ton from here to

1237. If the railway were extended from Condobolin to Euabalong, would you use that terminus ? Yes.
1238. Have you had to do with the purchase of any produce in the district? Yes, a little.
1239. How do you dispose of it? 1 have bought wheat, and have had it milled at; Condobolin. I have
disposed of it locally. ■
1240. You have not sent any of it to Sydney ? No ; it would not pay under the comlitione under which
we would have to send it away. '
1241. You are not engaged in agricultural pursuits? No; 1 coniine myself to storekeeping.
1242. Has the district made any progress lately ? Not during the last few months ; but during the last 
few years people have gone in more tor agriculture than they used to do. The drought has been against 
us for the last year or two.
1243. Is the drought the only thing which has militated against the progress of the district ? Of course, 
it the people had railway communication they would go in more for farming pursuits thau they have done. 
As matters stand they have no outlet for their produce. •
1244. Have you any idea of the quantity of land available within a radius of 10 miles of Lake Cudgellico ?
1 cannot say that I have. '
1245. You think that if a railway were constructed to Euabalong people would cultivate 
they do now? Yes.
1246. Have you any idea of the average return per acre from the cultivation of wheat here ?
has been about 18 bushels. '
1247. Do you know anything about the quality of it? It has been of very good quality.
1248. What would be a profitable return from the growth of wheat? I could not say to a certainty ; it
would depend upon where the farmer bought his seed, and the kind of seed he put in. ’
1249. Do you know what it coats to clear and scrub the laud here ready for the plough? I suppose about
£2 an acre. .
1250. I suppose that if the railway were extended to Euabalong, plenty of persons would be willing to
take up land, spend £2 an acre for clearing, and go iu for wheat-cultivation ? Plenty of people would 
do so, 11
1251. You are bearing in mind that £2 would be an addition to the cost of the laud? Yes.
1252. Can you speak as to the quality of the soil in the district ? I believe it is as good as it is in most
parts—above the average, I think.
1253. There would appear to he only one thing lacking—a good rainfall ? Yes.
1254 Do you know whether experiments have been made in putting in other crops besides wheat? I do 
not think it has been done.
1255. Has there been any lucerne or fruit growing here ? Very little, 
grapes, aud all kinds of stone-fruit.
1256. But the people have not gone into it to any extent ? No.
i ovo' tv0 y0U industry could he carried on successfully here ? On the river frontage.
3 2o8. Do you know of any other source of revenue besides wheat for a railway in this district ? I have
no^doubt persops would make experiments in other directions.
1259. Suppose a railway were constructed within a reasonable distance of Cudgellico, independently of 
the proposed extension to Euabalong, would it he used by the people of the district ? Yes. I think for 
instance, that if a line came across from Wyalong it would ho a good paying line : it would open up a lot 
or country which is now lying idle. 1260

Fruit has grown well, especially
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J. Kuiglit,. 12G0. Tou do not tliiuk the proposed line would divert any traffic from Melbourne to Sydney ? I think 
not.

2 Oct., 1897. J2G1. How long has the local mine been shut down ? About twelve years.
, 1202. la there any probability of it being reopened ? Hot at present, I think.

1263. Ho you know to whom it belongs ? I think it belongs to the Crown. There is a good reef there 
if it were opened up and worked, but operations were stopped for the want of money. There was too 
much water to contend with ; that was one of the principal reasons. They got down some 212 feet.
1261'. Is there anything else that you can suggest as a justification for the construction of a line to 
Euabalong, or a line to touch Cudgellico ? I think this would be a great health resort for persons in 
towns and cities.
1265. Tou think it would be a sanitorium P Yes; many persons who have been here have taken a fancy 
to the place, and wish there were abetter means of reaching it.
1266. During the twenty years you have been here, has the lake ever been dry ? Yes; In 1880,1 think, 
but I could not say for certain.
1267. It is fed from the Lachlan P Yes.
1268. What is its depth at tbe present time ? About 3 feet. I suppose that would be the masimum depth.
1269. What is the greatest depth you have known in the lake ? Sixteen feet, I suppose.
1270. Do you think anything could be done by which the lake could be fed and kept at a permanent level ? 
Yes, if a weir were put across the river it eould be done; you might have flood-gates.
1271. Are there not flood-gates at the entrance to the lake now? Yes; in the creek, but not in the 
river ; the river is down below tbe level of the creek entrance. You would want a weir on the river to 
divert the water.
1272. I believe the lake is pretty full of fish life at the present time ? Yes. There is a good opening for 
the fishing industry here. A couple of parties here have been doing pretty well out of it.
1273. You think that any railway within a reasonable distance of Cudgellico would lead to groat develop
ment in the district? Yes : if the railway were anywhere within 20 miles.
1274. Although the line might not pay in the immediate future, you think it would ultimately do so P 
Yes.
1275. Chairman^] Is the district progressing or retrogressing ? It has not been progressing for the last 
two years.
1276. Is it going backwards, or is it at a standstill ? It bas not gone back any further during the last twelve 
months ; it is practically at a standstill now ; but if better seasons come I have no doubt things will 
improve again.
1277. I presume that tank-sinking, fencing, and other things incidental to station management employ a 
number of people in the district? Yes.
1278. That work havingbeon practically stopped the district is at a standstill, and wants something to give 
it another start? Yes.
1279. "When station work was going on there was also some mining here? Yes.
1280. The mining is also now in a state of stagnation ? Yes.
1281. And these two causes combined have left the district in a moribund condition ? Yes.
1282. 1 notico that in the evidence you gave before a former Sectional Committee, you said that if a rail
way came within 20 miles of Cudgellico it would do a great deal of good ? Yes.
1283. As a man who has been here twenty years, and who has some knowledge of the business 
of the district, which would you prefer—a line on the north side of the river 3 or 4 miles 
back from Euabalong, and perhaps extended on the same sidc towards Hillston, meaning that Lake 
Cudgellico would be 20 miles from a railway; or a railway coming from Wyalong and going through the 
Uabba Gap to Hillston, meaning that Lake Cudgellico would be within 25 miles of a line? I think the 
lino you have last mentioned would do.
1284. Do you know the distance of Uabba Gap from Cudgellico ? It is about 12 miles.
1285. Then a railway from the direction I have indicated would bo oven closer than 25 miles from you ?
Yes. '
1286. Having regard to tbe capabilities of the country to the south, and the possibilities of increased 
settlement, if a railway were constructed in that direction would it suit the town and district of Cudgellico 
better than a line on the northern side of the river ? It would suit as well, aud it would open up more 
country.

Alexander Huie, carrier, Lake Cudgellico, sworn, aud examined :—
A. Huie. 1287. Chairman.] How long have you resided here? About fourteen years.

^ 1288. You have had a good opportunity during that time of becoming practically acquainted with the 
2 Oct., 1897. country round about Cudgellico ? Yes; I know the country through which it is proposed to take the 

railway, also the country between here and Whitton, aud as far as Hillston.
1289. What sort of country is it through which a railway would have to be constructed to Hillston on
the northern side of the river? There is a tract of good farming country there. It is good sandy loam ; 
back from the river there is some mallee. There is also some good country on Booberoi. Lower dowu 
towards Hillston the land is in the Western Division. ■
1290. Do you think that country would be suitable for close settlement even if it were available ? I do 
not think the river frontage would be good for agriculture.
1291. The bulk of the land is alienated ? To the eastward of Cugong it is.
1292. Have you a pretty good knowledge of Ihe country between Lake Cudgellico and Wyalong ? Yes; 
there is some very good laud between Wyalong and Wollongough, but it is nob all good right through 
until you get within a mile or 2 of Wollongough, which would be about 50 miles from here.
1293. Do you know the country between Wollongough and Uabba? You would have to go through a 
lot of hilly country. If you took a railway that way to Hillston you would liave to miss Wollongough 
and all that good country; you would have to go to the southward of that, and the railway would pass 
through a series of wide flats intersected by ranges.
1294. You are referring to the route via Yalgogrin and Jtankin’s Springs? Yes; there you are
practically on the dividing line between tbe two watersheds, '

1295.
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J295. Would the country within a few miles of that railway be suitable for settlement? The best A. Iluio. 
country would be towards Woollougough and the lake. I think a railway should bo brought from 
Wyalong here through Woollougough. It might go through Willanthry and thence to Hillston. hiich 0J'-
a railway would be fed by a large area of good country on each side. It would have the effect of settling 
more persons than would any other line in this direction; at the same time it would help persons who are
already settled in different centres. . . . . ...
129(5. How far would the good country estend hack from here ? It is first-class country trom here until 
you get to Naradhan station, about 25 miles from here. _ _
1297 Is there any way of getting through the Merri Mcrrigal range instead of taking the railway right 
up on to the river fiats ? If you did not go there you would have to go through Monia Gap, and you 
would then run into poor country. It is the land between Monia Gap and the river through which a
railway ought to go. jn T, ,
1298. Supposing the railway went through Monia Gap, how would it affect this district . It would be 
too far away to be of any use to us. Besides that, you have to consider the other side of the river, Ji 
tbe railway ivent towards Willantbry all the Mount Hope traffic would go there.
1299. How far is it from Willanthry to Mount Hope? About 40 miles. _ j, j. * • ,j
1300. But it is impossible to take up land on the other side of the river ? There is a lot of forfeited land
which the Government could sell. . n a i. t o v
1301. Tou think the route you have given would be preferable to an extension from Condobolin r' Xes ; 
it would serve a larger tract of country, and would pass through the best land.

Bobert Orr, pastoral tenant, Lake Cudgellico, sworn, and examined:—
1302. CViatrniffB.] You are a pastoral tenant in tbe Lake Cudgellico district? Yes; at Wargambogal.
1303. What is your area ? About 20,000 acres.
1304. Mr. O’Connor.] You know the proposed line from Condobolin to Euabalong ?^ Yes.
1305. Aud vou are also acquainted with the proposed alternative from Wyalong ? Yes.^ _
UiOlh Which scheme do you think best in the interests of Lube CudgeUico, and also in the interests of 
the Colonv ? I think in the interests of the Colony a railway should be taken down the Lachlan; the 
land here is quite equal to any in New South Males, both for pasture and agriculture.
1307. You are favourable 1 hen to the extension from Condobolin ? Yes. _
1308. You would bring tho railway through to Lake Cudgellico, and continue to Hillston? Yes ; opening 
up the valley of the Lachlan.
1309. Are you aware that most of the land that would be served is within the Western Division? les; 
tho boundary* line comes in about half-way between Condobolin and Euabalong. Euabalong is in tho
Western Division. ,.

' 1310. The laud between Condobolin and Cugong would be in the Central Division? Yes ; my idea would 
bo to bring the extension across the river to the south sidc, and that would take the railway out of the 
Western into tbe Central Division. _
1311. Is tho laud as good here as on the northern side? It is better for asrricultural purposes.
1312. There is land available for settlement ? Any quantity ; a lot of it has been abandoned through

R. Orr. 
20cCl897‘

the want of a railway.
1313. Yon think that if there were an opportunity afforded to pirodueers to getthcir produce to uiarket, 
this abandoned land would readily be taken up again ? Yes ; judging from what has occurred in other 
places where good land has been thrown open near a railway;—there will be hundreds^ of applicants for 
the land to which I am now referring. We are at some disadvantage in the matter of rainfall. In the 
neighbourhood of Wvalong and Naradhan they have about 20 inches, in this district tbe average is about 
17^ inches ; that would he'for the thirteen years ending 1896. 1896 and 1897 have been the two worst
years recorded. .
1314. Tbe drought lias reduced the rabbit post? It has; I regard the rabbit question as a national 
question. I think that if we had a railway here the rabbits could be turned to profitable account. In 
Victoria they have a rabbit-preserving factory ; there they make a profit of about 50 to 75 per cent, per 
annum, and thousands of men have been employed.
1315. You mean that the men are employed in killing the rabbits and preserving them ? Yes ; I regard 
the Lake Cudgellico district as tbe rabbit depot for Itiverina. 1 could show you more rabbits here m half 
an hour than yon have ever seen in your life, and I think if a rabbit-preserving factory were erected here 
there would be a large export trade. 1 know of one man iu Victoria who, with Ids family, was left 
destitute; they are making now dB8 or £9 a week by killing rabbits. They get 2s. a dov.en tor them ; the 
collector goes round every morning, picks the rabbits up, and sends them on to market. Babbits have 
been a great boon to many persons in Victoria, Laving regard to the price of agricultural produce. .
1316. Has this district receded within the last feu years ? Yes ; I attribute it to bad laud legislation.
1317. In what way ? If we had had the present land law twenty years ago New South Wales would have 
been £20,000,000 richer. If men take up land now they have to reside upon it; under the former law 
there was no fixed settlement.
1318. You think the law compelling residence is a good one ? Yes ; under the present law the settler can
neither sell nor mortgage. _ f ,
1319. You would not advocate the construction of a railway to stop at Euabalong? No; the line should 
be taken on to Hillston, on the southern side of the river; it would go within a few miles of Euabalong.
1320. You think that would bo a better route than tub Wyalong ? I do not say it would be abetter 
route; but it would be an equally good one, and it would be leas expensive to the country,
1321. In what way ? You would not have the same number of miles to construct.
1322. But would it opeu up as much country? If you get a railway within 20 miles you may say 
that it would open up country.
1323. Is there anything else you would like to add to your evidence ? Yes; we can grow lucerne enough 
in the district to supply New South Wales, and there is also good timber equal for building purposes to 
any American pine you can import.
1324. Do you think tbe dairying industry could be established bore ? You could not find better country 
for a creamery or dairy factory than about Lake Cudgellico.

1825.
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R. Orr, 1325. Tou ttiak that if you had facilities for reaching a great market like Sydney any quantity of dairy 
2 Oct, 189?, j, uce out liere ? yes ; it would develop into a large industry. 1 can show you a

crop on land which has been cropped for seventeen years continuously, and you can see that the present
?oo£ISt2 Very gOOC 0n<f 1 do not ^ro"' ai,y wheat 5 bufc 1 grow hay for my own use.

^ve you seen the proposed Kabbit Bill? No ; but I may say that I do not believe in fencing.
' *■ ’ n\i.y r 18 levying a tax on unfortunate people who are ruined by the rabbits ; the man who 

gets all the profat—the business man—has to pay nothing.
Jqoo wif y0U fence1d in -your run ? li is only partly fenced with rabbit-proof fencing. 
idiJ. is there not a clause in the proposed BUI iu which it is provided that the Government should do 

ie w°rk at a moderate cost to the tenant? There is a clause in the Bill providing for the supply of 
netting at a certain percentage, but that clause is over-ridden by another clause; and you will find that 
the landowner is totally at the mercy of the rabbit inspector.
1 30. How is that ? He can order us to put on a certain number of men, and wo may not have the 
means to pay them.
1331 Is it not a matter for the Board whom yon assist to appoint? While one man is keeping tho 
rabbits down, another will let them go wild through his holding. Again, supposing you are complying
iiumbeHf he chooses ^ emi>loying five ra™ ever-v’ day’t,,e ’nwpector may ask you to put on an increased 

J® ^ a tbat ^or a louK tine you never put rabbit-proof fencing on your run ? Yes
Iddd. You allowed the rabbits to have their full fling? Yes.

^fhere l}ot in faT01,r of some legislation dealing with the rabbin pest ? Yes.
1335. You are m favour of employing persons to kill rabbits ? Yes.
ioo£’ bo Pay f°r the work ? You would levy a national tax.
loo/, Ihe rabbits tire not so numerous as formerly? ]N"o.
iono" ^°Ulld ktely tba^ k ls 'vise: after all, to erect rabbit-proof fencing? Yes.
small holdin ^ eaS'6r t0 <:0gC tllem ^ou baT0 fenffllig? It is the only way to cope with them on

1340. If it is necessary for small holdings to be fenced, is it not equally necessary for large holdin<Ts to 
e fenced If you let a holding of 50,000 acres, you are keeping the rabbits in that particular place. 

/0n a s'rLa bolding you may cope with them by fencing ; on a large bolding you cannot, 
loud. What is the area of your bolding? 20,000 acres. ‘
1342, How long has your lease to run ? Twenty-seven years vet.
1343. How do yon utilise your land ? Principally for grazing/ I have a little agriculture Cor my own use.

Ewan MacBae, selector. Lake Cudgellico, sworn, and examined:—
E. MftcRae. 1344. Mr. ityan.] You are a resident of tbe Lake Cudgellico district ? Yes ; I am a selector

C-IS y0Ur ho!ding ? 4 miles up the bead of tbe lake, to the south.
i uct., I89i. 1340. What is your acreage ? 1,400 acres.

1)47. What do you use the laud for? For farming and grazing.
il0W ,man^ acres have J011 under onltivation ? About 14 acres. I have put in wheat for hay. 

lo-iJ. How Jong have you been on your holding ? About three years.
1350. So that you have had no opportunity of fully testing the capabilities of the soil? No ; but I have 
resided, in tho district a long time, and have held other land here which lias been transferred to my sons, 
lool. How many years altogether liave you been in tbe district ? Sixteen years, 
loro TifaVe 7011 made .cxPerimeilts witb crops during that time? Yes ; in the way of growing hay.
13o3. Have you put in any lucerne ? I liave put in a trial patch of lucerne, and it was splendid ; we 
could grow any quantity of lucerne, I think. ‘
1354. Hoes it pay you better to grow sheep than to grow lucerne? If we had a market in which we 
could get rid of our lucerne it would pay.
1355. Would not lucerne be as good as hay, less costly to grow, and more productive ? 1 should prefer
hay, A would be better for stock. 1
1356 Have you any idea of tbe proposed route from Euabalong to Condobolin ? Yes. 1 do not know 
1 qkt ct Bld0 °E lllC r'Ter’,lear EuabaloT,& Tory well; but I have been on this side.* 
it b.” lui e/?U anI^l’nS 1° acId to what other witnesses have said as to this side of tho river ? I consider 
that the land between hero and Euabalong is really good for agriculture purposes.
13o8. Ho you know the country between here and Wyalong ? Yes.
1359. Is it to_ be compared with tbe country between here and Euabalong ? Yes : there is some country 
as fine as any m tbe district between here and Wyalong—iu fact, I think it is the best part of the district, 
idbll. 1 suppose you are 111 favour of railway communication to Cudgellico ? Yes.
113G1:JVhatJ!mo v';.ould Ee,rve the place best? 1 think tbe route which would serve tho country best, and 
also this portion of it, is that from Temora or Grenfell; that route would open up the most country. It 
1>SaomaJ;ter 0 lnd™erence to this district, whether the line comes from Temora or Grenfell.
1352. You are speaking now from a resident’s point of view ? And also from a national point of view 1
f.no!v tbat such a fane would serve good wheat country. They say that the Wyalong land is better than 
the land here, but I doubt it. ^ j j o "
1363. You think that, from a national standpoint, 11 railway should go from Temora or Grenfell through 
Cudgellico to Hillston ? 1 think that would be by far tbe best line.
1364. Have you anything to add to your evidence ? I think it would be far better to take tbc line down 
the river than to take it through Yalgogrin. If you take it through Yalgogrin you will go through a lot 
of rough hilly country upon which people will not settle. If it passes through this good open country the 
land will he taken up settlement will ensue, and there will be a better chance of getting rid of tbe rabbits.
1 believe that it we had a railway we should not require to do so much netting. Settlement would very 
soon get nd of the rabbits. It is of no use for a man to fence in 640 or 1,000 acres as things are now 
He might just as well leave it alone.
1365. Have you fenced in any land ? I have put up about 12 or 15 miles of wire-netting fence.

13G7.
{on rsriww) :-I do not know the country, on the north side of tho lachlnn River, further than EuaIkiIouk 
co’JZnl*™ It i'7,bttI?ng ,S renlJ-v S0011 Und- 1 have ,leen to Condolwlin, on the south side of the river, and

* Note ____ _
The land from Cudgellico to Euabalong 
it is nearly all good agricultural land.
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1366. "What docs it cost you a mile ? Some of tho netting alone costs mo £34 a mile, and some a little 
less, but it is dear nt present. The netting is a chech, but you must be continually killing the rabbits 
within the wire netting, or they will become a great nuisance.
1367. The recent drought has almost exterminated them ? When I was coming in last night I saw a good 
many. Unless we get a railway I believe most settlers will leave the district; the rabbits alone will be 
quite enough to drive them out of it.
.1368. With railway facilities you think there will be much additional settlement? Tes ; a man came up 
from Borrigan tho other day looking for land. He said he liked the look of the country as well as any he 
had seen ; and that if there were means of getting the wheat to market lie would settle down here at 
once. He also said that dozens of persons would follow him from the Borrigan district, hut you cannot 
expect them to come into this hack country to contend with the rabbits unless they have some means of 
getting their produce to market.

John William Denny, fisherman, Lake Cudgellico, sworn, and examined:—
1369. Mr. Farncll.~] How long have you been engaged in your present occupation ? This will have been .T, W. Denny, 
my fourth winter; I spent three winters at Lake Cowal: this winter I have spent at Lake Cudgellico,
not fishing so much as taking the fish to market. . 2 Oct-i 1897.
1370. Tou are not a practical fisherman? Ho.
1371. How many fishermen are there at the lake now ? Only five now. There were seven in all fishing, 
hut not regularly.
1372. Are they all under your supervision? There are five working in one boat, three men and two boys.
1373. Are you licensed ? One fisherman holds the license.
1374. But you all fish? Tes; we all draw the line.
1375. What is the mode of capture ? We use a trawling net.
1376. What is the length of it? About 500 yards.
1377. What is the mesh ? Four and a quarter and 4f.
1378. Four and a quarter in the bunt ? Yes.’
1379. Four and three quarters in the wings ? Yes; 4-J- was the mesh in the old net; the hunt is a new net.
1380. How much bunt have you ? About 350 yards.
1381. Do you weight your ropes ? Yes; we have a lead line.
1382. What is the area of the lake ? I think it is about 2 miles by 3J-; the lake is very low now.
1383. You have not any knowledge of its having been greater in area? It has not been so within my 
own knowledge. I have been here only a trifle over threo'months. During that time I liave taken away 
13 tons of fish.
1384. How is the lake fed ? It appears to he fed from the river.
1385. When there is a rise in the Lachlan, the lake is fed from tho overflow? Yes.
1386. Can you explain to us what kind of bottom there is ? There is a silty bottom, and there is a very 
hard bottom below that again. The silty bottom is of blue clay.
1387. It is that which gives the colour to tbe water ? Yes.
1388. Dave you noticed any patches of vegetable matter growing on the bottom ? Hot in the middle of
the lake, hut on tho sidc of the lake there is some grass. "
1389. Is there any portion gravelly ? A. little near the bluff.
1390. As to the mode of capture, do you trawl right on to the shore? Wo have done that, but we 
generally trawl right into the boat.
] 391, Do many of your fish get meshed ? A gieat many. '
1392. What kinds of fish do yon catch ? Cod-fish or perch—some call them yellow-hclly—silver bream 
and catfish ; that is about all.
1393. Have you caught any fresh-water lobster or shrimps? Ho; 1 believe there are a few prawns, but 
they are not worth netting. There are any quantity of turtles.
1394. Do you make any use of them ? Ho. “ '
1395. You have caught no eels? No; there are never eels where there are codfish.
1396. What is the size of the fish ? The largest cod wo have would bo about 28 lb. There is one fish I 
have not mentioned—the black bream ; hut they are very scarce. The size of the largest perch would bo 
about 8 lb., and 10 lb. the size of the largest bream.
1397. All the fish you mentioned are edible and are sent to market ? All but the silver bream ; they are 
a bony fish. They are all very well for drying and salting, but it would not do to eat them fresh.
1398. You are sure you are not talking of a fish called the fresh-water herriug? Ho ; the fish to which 
I am referring is not at all like the fresh-water herring.
1399. In hauling your not into the boat as well as on to the shore, have vou brought a number of frv in 
as well as the fish P Ho.
1400. They have escaped through the mesh ? A 21,.lb. fish would pass through a 44-inch mesh.
1401. Have you any idea when the cod-fish spawn? Ho.
1402. Have you ever seen any of the fry of the cod or bream in the lake ? Ho ; but I have seen them in 
Lake Cowal.
1403. It is quite likely they are there ? Ho doubt they are there; but we are troubled by hordes of pelicans.
1404. I suppose you do not know at what time of the year the fish spawn ? Ho; but it must be very shortly.
1405. What quantity of fish have you caught since you have been here? Thirteen tons.
1406. How have you disposed of them ? We have sent them from hero to Condobolin, Bogan Gate,
Parkes, Orange, Blayney, Bathurst, Sydney, Young. When I first camo hero I had orders to send to the 
Fresh Food and Ice Company in Sydney, and also to the Ice Company in Hewcastle.
1407. What is the average price obtained ? £1 2s. Od. per cwt.
1408. Is that net? Ho; I pay the freight. T1 ey travel at second-class rates—half parcel rates for 
breakable goods, or over 2 cwt. second-class goods to travel by mail train.
1409. How do you send them to Parkes, Blayney. Orange, and those places ? I drive them to Condobolin,
about 62 miles, and they are there put on to the coiitractors’ train. They are transferred at Bogan Gafo 
to the Government railwav. "
1410. How do you pack them ? Some in cases, some in bags. For (he longer journeys they are pocked
in cases. The eases are of an ordinary make ; f hoy are nailed down firmly, and the fish are packed in gum 
leaves, which arc cool. ' “ 1411.

E. MacRae.
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J. VV. Denuy. ]J0 you leave any apertures for fresh air to get through ? Wo have not done so, hut it should have 
been done.

2Oct., 1897. 1412. What has been the condition in which tho fish have arrived at market;—have you had any 
complaints? On one occasion some fish were sent in open trucks from Condobolin to Bogan Gate ; they 
were lying in the sun for H time, and somc of them on the following morning were not very good. But wo 
have taken fish out on Tuesday morning, and we have received letters from Young on the following 
Friday stating they had arrived in splendid condition.
1413. Do you clean your fish before sending them away ? No ; we send them away just as they are.
1414. Would cleaning not materially assist in keeping them in sound condition ? No doubt it would; 
but some of the fish will live eighteen hours after they have been taken out of tbe water. I have known 
codfish to live thirty-two hours out of the water, but codfish are the best of the fresh-water fish in this 
Colony. They are very firm.
1415. When you catch your fish by trawling do you send them straight away, or do you impound them ? 
We impound them in a cage.
1416. How is it constructed? It is merely a frame with wire netting round it to allow the water to pass 
through.
1417. You find that answer’s your purpose, and that the fish will keep alive for a week ? For a fortnight 
easily, I have had 210 fish iu a cage 3 feet by 3 feet by 10 feet.
1418. You do not attempt to feed them ? No.
1410. Have you caught any gravid fish while you have been here ? Last week there were a few.
1420. Do you think it would be possible to transfer them to some water where there is at present no fish? 
That is a matter I do not understand.
1421. There can be no doubt that if fry were collected here they could be transferred to waters elsewhere 
on account of their tenacity of life ? Yes.
1422. What natural enemies of the fish have you here ? Principally pelican. There are very few black 
divers. Pelican will swallow a 5-lb. perch ; they will come up and take fish out of tho net.
1423. They are protected under the Game Act, are they not? I hope not, because we have been shooting
them. *
1424. Do you think it would be possible to devise a means of feeding tbe lake and maintaining a certain 
level all the year round ? I think so, by constructing a weir on the river,
1425. Would it be an expensive piece of work ? I should not think so, but I could not go into that
matter. ■
1426. Have you noticed the lake becoming stagnant while you have been here ? No. ■
1427. Have you noticed any disease in the fish since you have been liere? No; I may have noticed a
few parasites, but very few. You will not find them on more than about 1 iu 150.
1428. Have you used those fish ? Yes, certainly.
1429. Have yon a copy of the Fisheries Act? I have,
1430. Have you studied it ? A part of it.
1431. You know something of the Lake Cowal fisheries? Yes; I was there throe winters. I was fishing
a little, but I was chiefly engaged in taking fish away. I used to handle 23 cwt. a week.
1432. Where did yon send them ? To Cootamundra, Harden, Young, Grenfell, Parkes, Condobolin, 
Wyalong, Barmedman, and some went to Sydney.
1433. It is a mucb larger lake than this ? It was.
1434. But owing to the drought it has diminished? Yes.
1435. How is it fed ? Principally from the Bland Creek.
1436. What fish are found there? Black bream, perch, cod, and cat-fish.
1437. What means have you adopted for catching fish there ? Trawling nets, drag nets, and gill nets ;
also lines for catching big cod-fish, called Jacob lines. .
1438. What do yon bait with ? Frogs and swan gut.
1439. Have you noticed any fry in Lake Cowal ? I have noticed small fish coming up near the edge of 
the creek,
1440. Have you ever known a fishery inspector to visit Lake Cowal or Lake Cudgellico ? No ; the police 
have authority at Lake Cowal.
1441. Were they specially appointed inspectors ? No ; they just examined the nets.
1442. While you were there did any of the Commissioners visit the place ? No one came from the head 
office.
1443. No one made any inquiry of you while you wore there as to the fishery ? No; the police inquired 
about the nets on one or two occasions. If this lake were flooded from the river it would be a wonderful 
breeding-ground for fish, and if there were reasonable facilities for getting them away, instead of their 
being kept twenty-four hours in a dray, there would be work for 150 men on this lake and the neighbouring 
lakes in the catching of fish.
1444. For how long ? They could he sent from here at any time if there were railway communication
to Sydney or to Melbourne. ’
1145. You fish only in the winter months ? That is the only time we can carry them. They can ho 
carried to Wyalong or Condobolin, but from Condobolin they have their own supply in the summer, 
although not in the winter.
1446. You catch them more readily in the summer time with a line than in the winter ? Catching thorn 
with a line is waste of time.
1447. Do they not hybemate? No ; hut it is more satisfactory to use the net. This is a beautiful lake 
to fish in—there is scarcely a snag ; it is not at all like Lake Cowal.
1448. What is the depth of your net ? About S feet.
1449. Can you tell the Committee anything which would justify a railway from Condobolin to Euabalong ? 
I think the fishing industry alone will be a groat source of railway revenue. It would employ a number of 
men who will be sending fish away .to all parts. The place would also be a sanatorium, and there is no 
doubt about there being good agricultural country here,
14 ;0. But if tbe lake is to be recognised and appreciated as a sanatorium it will be necessary to construct 
a weir across the Lachlan to keep a permanent level in the lake ? Yes. "
1451. You think the lake would be a good breeding ground for fish? Yes; I have been struck bv tho 
exceptionally good quality of the fish. '

MONDAY,
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MONDAT, 4 OCTOBER^ 1897.
[The Sectional Committee met. at the Homestead, tlalba, at 3 p.m.']

present:—
THOMAS HENRY HASS ALE, Esq. (Chaikman).

Tbe Hon. Daniel O’Connor. | John Lionel Degas, Esq,
Eeank ParselIj, Esq.

The Sectional Commilteo further considered tie proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

George Logne Dickson, pastornlist, Uabba, sworn, and examined: —
1452. Chairman^] You are the owner of Uabba station ? Yes. U ^
1453. How long have you been resident here ? Off and on I have been resident here for twenty-live years. Dickson.
1454. So that you would have a good knowledge of the district and its capabilities ? Yes. /n'T'Tsrr
1455. You arc aware that the Committee are inquiring into the proposed extension of the railway from ® ‘‘
Condobolin to Euabalong ? Yes.
145G. Are you in favour of the proposed extension ? I am in favour of it.
1457. But I suppose you are not or opinion that the railway should stop at Euabalong ? Ho.
1458. You do not think the Government ivould be justilied in constructing the line to stop at Euabalong?
Ho ; there would be no object in having the terminus there ; the benefit accruing would not be sufficient 
to justify the construction.
1459. You know that it is estimated that there would be a loss upou fhe extension of about £3,500 per 
annum ? Yes; X am certainly of opinion that the extension eould not stop at Euabalong.
1460. "What is your idea of the country through which the line would pass? Eor the first 25 miles the .
country is fairly good; and from that point it is only good immediately on the hanks of the Lachlan.
The bad; country is bad ; it is mallee scrub, and is infested with rabbits and dogs.
1401. Is that country still held under pastoral lease ? Yes.
1462. Do you know w'hat is being done with the resumed areas ? I think there are some homestead lessees 
on the resumed area of Gunniguhlrie. 1 fancy a considerable area of the country out that way has been 
abandoned.
1463. You know, so far as the leasehold areas in the western divisions are concerned, there will be no 
possibility of close settlement upon them for twenty-one years P Quite so; not until the termination of 
the present leases.
1464. As to the country on the southern side of the river coming from Euabalong, the suggestion has 
been made that the railway should cross the river at Erribenderry ? It would be more expensive in con
struction, owing to tho flooded country and the bridge* which would have to be made,
1465. You think that would be an expensive fine to construct? Yes.
1466. Although the country might be better back frem the river? Yes; it ivould open up country in 
the Central Division.
1407. Where considerable areas of land would be available for settlement within the next two or three 
years? Yes.
1468. Have you any idea as to the best route for a lint to follow on tho southern side of the river with a 
view to the development of the country? J. should say that the line ought to cross at Condobolin ; that it 
ought not to come down on the other side of the river at all. It should be in the Central Division all the 
way; it would open up more country. There would be a few creeks to be crossed, but you would have to 
keep well out from the river. The lakes extend a good way out; iu fact, there would be a good deal of 
difficulty in connection with the lakes. Yon would either have to keep wide out from the lakes or well 
on to the river. I think you wouldhave a good deal of engineering difficulty in getting down to Hillston 
owing to the flooded country and the creeks. I do not know that there would be any very great extent 
of country open for occupation.
1469. Most of the land is freehold ? Yes.
1470. Assuming Hillston to bo the objective point, should it he approached from Koorawatha or from 
Temora ? A line through Koorawatha would, I think, be the most direct line to Sydney. It would 
shorten the route aud open up a lot of Bland country, which is really very good. It would also open up 
a lot of unoccupied country at Cowl Cowl, Naradhan, and Conapaira, which is all arable land if it were 
cleared.
1471. The quality of the land is good ? Yes.
1472. Do you think that if that land were made available for settlement it would be occupied within a 
reasonable period ? Yes. The only drawback to occupation would be the small rainfall. I think it is 
doubtful whether a railway would pay for many years to come.
1473. "W'hat has been your experience of settiemcnt in this district? It has ended in disaster almost 
invariably to every one, with the exception of some small holders who have gone in for wheat cultivation 
alone. They supply local wants up to a certain point, but they are at a loss to know what to do with the 
surplus wheat. There is a number of selectors round about Hillston who have grown wheat and who 
have supplied the local mill, but beyond a certain point the mill of course cannot take the wheat.
1474. And they do not know what to do with the surplus ? Quite so. It is not every year that they have 
surplus wheat. When they have, of course it would find its way to the seaboard by the cheapest route.
1475. Have you any idea of how many crops they could rely upon in a period of, say, seven years? They 
could rely upon, say, five.
1476. So that even if they missed a couple of years, if they had a good surplus and means of getting it 
away at a reasonable rate of carriage, they would still be in a good position ? Yes.
1477. I suppose a railway from Koorawatha, through Grenfell and Wyalong, and Monia Gap to Hillston, 
would serve a tract of country at least 25 miles on each side ? I think it would serve 25 miles on the 
south side aud fully 50 miles on the north side.
1478. Do you think the construction of a railway as far as Hillston would secure any traffic which now 
goes to Victoria? I do not know of any traffic in the way of wool between here and Hillston which goes 
to Victoria,

282 (a)—E 1479.
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1479. Do you know the country west of Hillaton ? I know a good many settlers down there. I think 
that nearly all the wool from 25 to 30 miles below' Hillston would go to Sydney, but when you get as far 
as Mossgiel the wool would generally go to Melbourne.
1480. The traffic from Mossgiel and Ivanhoe has generally gone to Tietoria? The goods, so far as I 
know', generally come from Sydney. The rebate which applies to wool does not apply to goods.
1481. Do you think there would be a possibility of diverting a good deal of wool traffic to a line at 
Hillston, providing the Government offered advantages to wool-growers corresponding to those which are 
offered to them by the Victorian Government.? Certainly.
1482. Traffic will naturally gravitate to the point where the cheapest mode of conveyance exists? Quite
so, and differential rates would ensure that iu this case. .
1483. Have you any knowledge of the mineral resources of the country upon the route you mention ? 
No; but all the country between here and "Wyalong is more or less auriferous. As to whether the ground 
is payable or not, I cannot of course say.
1484. "What would it cost to clear the country fit for the plough, as a rule ? Trom 10s. to £L an acre on 
the average.
1485. Are you including the mallee ? I am taking the general average.
1480. Ton do not think the share system is likely to be adopted by freeholders in bringing the land under 
cultivation? No, the share system can be applied with advantage only in cases where all the land is 
alienated, and where land is not available in large areas. __
1487. Von think that where Crown land is available the share system will not be resorted to ? Yes, and 
for cultivation under the share system you want a regular rainfall.
1488. Do you think there is much probability of settlement in this district by Victorians aud South 
Australians when it is known that a railway is to he constructed? If tho land were offered by the Govern
ment on fairly advantageous terms I am sure a number of South Australians a.nd Victorians would come 
to the Colony.
1489. Tor the reason, I suppose, that they have worn out there own holdings? Yes.
1490. Having followed the occupation of farming so long they would not care to embark in anything else ? 
Quite so; and being accustomed to a dry country they know what they have to face.
1491. Having had experience of a similar climate in their own colonies they will not be at a disadvantage in 
dealing with the land here under similar conditions ? Yes ; as long as the ground would stand the working.
1492. I suppose oue advantage to them here would be that they would be able to obtain land in larger 
areas, and would therefore be able to crop certain areas in succession? Yes; there is no doubt that large 
areas of land here could be cleared, and worked at a profit, if the Government would lease it on reasonable 
terms. In that case it would be worth while to develop and improve it.
1493. Having regard to the growing importance of Hillston as a distributing centre in the Lower Lachlan, 
and the probability of the development of the district year by year, you think the construction of a. line by 
the route you have suggested would be justifiable ? Yes ;■ it would help to develop an enormous area of 
land which is now valueless. It would be of advantage to the country in this way—that it would open 
up a large area of unoccupied country and promote settlement; but it would not immediately pay.
1494. You think the chances are in favour of the line paying ultimately ? Yes ; I think it would eventually 
pay on account of the settlement that would follow.
1495. What is the cost of rabbit-proof fencing? Yon would want 1^-inclt mesh, 42 inches in depth, and 
17 gauge. The cost would depend upon the price of netting in Sydney.
1496. What does your netting cost? 1 am erecting a fence with posts 14 feet apart, three wires, netting 
l|-inch mesh, 42 inches in depth, and 17 gauge at, say, £55 a mile.
1497. What is the size of your holding? I have altogether 112,000 acres of leasehold aud 40,000 acres
of resumed area. The resumed area on Uraiiaway, my holding on the north side, is thrown up. The
40,000 acres is on Uabba. Vrc carry 20,000 sheep now; we used to carry 70,000. ■
1.498. What is the cause of the reduced carrying capacity? Eabbits. pine scrub, and bad seasons.
1499. If you got a few good seasons, 1 supptose you could stock up again ? Certainly ; we are not much, 
more than half stocked.
1500. What would be your carrying capacity in a succession of fair seasons ? About 50,000, If we had 
fair seasons and no rabbits.
1501. You have been in the habit of sending produce to Sydney for some years, and getting stores back;— 
what do yon pay ? Thirty shillings a ton to Condobolin, road carriage; and the railway carriage just now is,
I think, £3 16s. 6d. That includes the contractor’s rates from Condobolin to Bogan Gate.
1502. Where did you send your wool previous to sending it to Condobolin ? To Whitton. 
road carriage that way was £3 a ton, and the railway carriage £3 4s. 8d. a ton. That is the 
in both cases. The scoured rate is about 19s. a ton higher.
1503. You sell your fat stock locally? Yes.
1504. If there were a railway here you would send a quantity of it away ? Yes.
1505. But at present your operations are confined to wool-growing? Yes.
1506. Do you think a railway would he of any service to you in getting stock away in dry seasons ?
I do not think so.
1507. What is your average rainfall ? About 17 inches. It has been as high as 24 inches, and as low as
8 inches. _
1503. Your experience extending over a considerable period lias proved that you cannot grow fruit and 
vegetables successfully without irrigation? Quite so.
1509. What expenditure do you incur annually in your endeavour to cope with the rabbit pest? From
£200 to £400 a year. In five years I expended, over £4,000 in rabbit destruction- That was in tho 
early period of the rabbit invasion. We killed as many as 25,000 rabbits in a 600-acre paddock in ihree 
weeks. That was in the year 1891. .
1510. Is the pest decreasing now? Yes; owing principally to the drought. You can hold them in 
check ; you cannot exterminate them.
1511. So many having died during the late drought you think you will he able to hold them in cheek for
some time to come ? Yes. . ’ _ _
1512. Do you think small holders will be able to cope successfully with the pesd? Yes ; and there will 
be this advantage—that they would take up unoccupied areas, which in the winter time are breeding grounds.
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Closer settlement would be a national benefit from that point of view. There are large unoccupied areas Dickeon. 
hero, which at the present time are simply breeding grounds for rabbits and dogs.
1513. Taking the average of the country right through from "Wyalong to Hillston, what would be a fair ®ot'’ 
area for a man to hold ? Tou cannot make a living unless you have a pretty considerable area, and then
you must not owe any money upon it. Tou must have the^land free aud keep it free. I should say that 
with a thousand acres, a man ought to ho able to make a very good living.
1514. Tou think a thousand acres would support a man and his family comfortably ? Tes.

TUESDAY.. 5 OCTOBER, 1897.

[The Sectional Oommittee met at the HuntJiawontj Homestead, at 8

fres^nt:—
THOMAS HE NET HASSALL, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. | John Lionel Fegan, Esq.
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condoblin to Euabalong.

Alfred William McPhorson, manager, Hunthawong and W’llandra Stations, sworn, and examined
1515. Ohairmani] Tou are the manager of Hunthawong and Willandra ? Tes. A, \V.
1516. What is your area? 155,000 acres. McPherson.
1517. Ton gave evidence before the Sectional Committee wlrch inquired into the question of railway
extension from Condobolin to Broken Hill ? Tes. 0 Uot'’
1518. Tou confirm the evidence you gave on that occasion ? Tes.
1519. Mr. O'Oonnori] How long have you been managing these stations ? Nearly seven years.
1520. Do you know the route from Condobolin to Euabalong and the route from Wyalong to Hillston ?
I only partially know the Wyalong route. ,
1521. By which route do you think tho railway should be taken to Hillston? I am of the opinion I 
expressed before. I consider that a line should come from tho direction of Grenfell through Wyalong 
straight to Hillston. That lino would divide up one of the best grain.growing districts in the Colony.
From what I^know of this end and from what I can learn of tho capabilities of the land at the other end 
I should say it was as good a tract of country as there is in the Colony. I do not at all approve of the 
other route. To the north of Euabolong there is no land to speak of. Tou might get a thousand acres 
of agricultural Laud here and there. The rest is all granite ranges—that is towards Erimeran, and in fact 
right through to Nyraagee. ,
1522. Tou are well acquainted with that country ? I have been through it.
1523. -A.nd your practical knowledge in these matters enables you to arrive at a fair conclusion? Tes.
1524. How long have you been engaged in pastoral pursuits ? [ was born on a station.
1525. Tou know the route by way of Wyalong? I know this end from Merri gal and Naradham; right 
down to Hillston it is all fine agricultural land.
1526. A line by that route would open up very valuable country, and would induce a large amount of 
settlement ? I have no doubt of it.
1527. It would also lead to the further improvement of existing holdings? Tes.
1523. Have you, on your holding, land suited for agriculture? Tes.
1529. ’ If a railway wore constructed to Hillston would you be inclined to grow cereals? Tes; on this 
side it would be better than growing wool. It is decidedly a grain-growing, and not a wool-growing, 
country,
1530. Is not the land on the northern side suited to agriculture? Not so much on the northern side. I 
have about 130 acres of crop; you require a good deal of rain to grow a crop here.
1531. What is your rainfall ? Sixteen inches.
1532. It would be enough for cereals? Tes ; they grow splendidly on this red soil on the southern side.
1533. Mr. Earnell.'] I suppose you have not grown for wheat but simply for bay? Tes; just for
station use. ^
1531. Are you much troubled by rabbits? We have been, but there are hardly any now.
1535. Tou are gradually getting rid of them? Tes ; but the keeping of them down requires constant 
attention. If you follow a certain system you can keep them in chock.
1536. To what market do you send your wool? To London via Melbourne.
1537. If a railway were constructed to Hillston, would you be inclined to send your wool to Sydney? It
would go to Sydney. All our fat stock would go there also. The railway would also be a valuable outlet 
for sheep in bad seasons. ”
1538. A railway would bo the means of saving thousands of stock, which, under present conditions, would 
die here in time of drought? Tes ; we should uso a railway for that purpose it it were here, as would a 
good many men to the north of us.
1539. Tho land on the route you have described to the south is all Crown lands ? Tes, I think so.
1540. How far would a line passing through Monia Gap be from you ? About 15 miles.
1541. It would bring a good many properties along the river within a convenient distance of railway 
communication ? Tes ; we should all be in touch with it.
1542. Do you think the construction of a line to Hillston would divert any of the traffic further west 
which now goes to Melbourne ? Tes, I think so. Tou would get a lot of traffic from Ivanhoe and 
Mossgiel. Beyond Mossgiel it would go to the Darling,
1543. Where does the traffic coming through Ivanhoe and Mossgiel go to now ? Some to Hay and some 
to Balranald. All to the north of Ivanhoe goes to the Darling at Wilcannia,
1544. That portion of the traffic which now goes to Hay would come in this direction? Yes; I think 
the traflBo which the Euabalong line is supposed to attract would all come to the line I have suggested.
The Mount Hope and Coan Downs traffic would all come this way. [ do not see where else it could 
go to..
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A. W. 
McPherson.

5 Oct., 1897.

1545. What sheep does your station carry? We have shorn an average for the past four years of 4.1,000, 
including lambs.
1546. Wliat is your average clip ? We have averaged 618 bales for four years—1S93, 1894, 1895, and 
1896—that is, greasy wool.
1547. What is the rate of carriage through to Melbourne? £-5 a ton. _
1548. You cannot tell us what tho Victorian railway charges are? We go to the Murrumbidgeo at
Carrathool and we touch the railway at Echuca. I cannot tell you what rate is charged from Bchuca, 
because we pay a lump sum. _
1549. You think a line via Monia Gap would be the best from every point of view ? Yes ; it would be a
straight cut to Sydney. During the past four years we have sold in Sydney and Melbourne 9,500 fat 
wethers. If there were a railway here they would all go to Sydney. ^ _
1550. One advantage of a railway would he that you would be able to send away small lots of stock t Yes.
1551. Where do you get your stores ? From Hillston. _ _
1552. What do you think of the district as a fruit-producing district? V'c can grow fruit here readily 
enough.
1553. Is it a gond district for hay? It will produce splendid crops of hay and lucerne.
1554. Do you grow grapes ? Yes, in a small way, and they do very well.
1550. Is the district a good dairying district ? t liave had no experience in dairying. All this red soil 
will grow lucerne splendidly, and that would be good for dairying purposes.
1556. What do you think it would cost per acre here to put land in order for the plough ? It is hard to
say—the timber varies very much. As a rule, the country could be easily cleared. _
1557. Is there anything you can add to your evidence? In February last, if we had had railway 
communication here, we eould have got 7,000 fat wethers to market profitably, whereas we had to sell 
them as stores locally, and I suppose it meant a difference of £400 or £500.

■ Alexander Gumming, homestead lessee, Tocabiht, sworn, and examined:—
A. Gumming. 1558. Chairman.'] You are a homestead lessee at Tocabihl ? Y'es ; that is the name of my holding.

1559. What is your area ? 10,240 acres. __
5 Oct., IS97. 15(50. What is the total area held by yourself and family ?__ In tbe Western Division 14,000 acres, and in 

the Central Division 2,31)0 acres.
1561. Yon have resided in this district for a considerable time ? Since 1S7Y _ . . . ,
1562. Mr. Ffeyau.] You gave evidence some time since before the Sectional Committee which inquired
into the construction of a railway from Condobolin ? I did. i
1563. Have you anything to add to that evidence ? Very little, except that I agree with Mr. McPnorson 
that we do not think so much of the rabbit difficulty as we did. We can see our way dear to keep them 
down if everyone will keep at them. When you were here last they were a serious trouble, but good 
work has since been done by Mr. McPherson and other residents ot the district. They have set an 
example to others, and to a certain extent the pest bas been got under.
1564. What about the resumed areas ? I cannot eay much of the Crown as a neighbour. _ _
1565. You think that if the Crown kept its land clear there would not be much difficulty in connection 
with the rabbits ? Not the slightest, if the Crown did its share of the work.
1566. What timber have you? It is pine and yarran country with box on frontage.
1567. The soil is fairly good, I suppose ? Fairly good. About a third is black soil, and the rest is red.
The red soil is better for agriculture. I like the black better for pasturage. ^
1568. You think the red soil is better for agriculture? Wherever the country is timbered with pine, as a 
rule, you may say that the land is good for agriculture ; that has been my experience.
1569. Have you any land under crop ? I have 20 or 30 acres in for hay. _ _
1570. What number of sheep have vou ? Seven hundred now, I have been dealing with cattle, and I 
have only just commenced with sheep again.
1571. Have you any cattle now? I have 200 head of large stock.
1572. We know you have been passing through a severe drought;—I suppose if the seasons were more 
regular you would farm more ? Undoubtedly. The effects of the drought were intensified by the scourge 
of rabbits. What would have been a fairly good season was turned into practically a drought by the 
ravages of tbe rabbits.
1573. You felt the drought more severely than you otherwise would have done on account of the destruc
tion by rabbits ? Certainly. ' _
1574. Has the price of wool increased since you were here? It might have been 5 or 10per cent, better.
1575 You know the proposal before the Committee is to construct a line from Condobolin to Euabalong ? 
Yes. . * . _
1576. Do you approve of that proposal? It is better than having no railway at all. Every mile nearer
the railway gets the better. _
1577. Do you think it would he wise to retain the terminus at Euabalong ? That would be absurd ; tbe 
railway cannot stop there; it must come on.
1578. Are you acquainted with the surveyed routes from Condobolin to Euabalong, and from Wyalong to 
Hillston ? I know the country through from Condobolin to Euabalong, and from Hillston as far as 20 
miles on the other side of the lake. I know the country about Eankin’s Springs well.
1579. What is your opinion of the merits of the two routes ? I certainly think the southern route would 
traverse the best agricultural land if it went from Wyalong to Hillston, via Yalgogrin.
1580. You know the country at Kankin's Springs, you say? Yes; Eankin’s Springs is too far to the
south for a line, because you would get towards the rough country. I think the line should come more 
into the valley of the Lachlan, and closer to Cudgellico. _ ■
1581. Yrou do not think an extension from Euabalong would best serve the district ? It would help the 
people of Cudgellico, but if you left the line at Euabalong it would be a great mistake. There is the 
Hillston district to be considered.
1582. Do you think there is any prospect of a line to Hillston by the route you suggest paying? Yes, 

■ it would open up an altogether new wheat-growing province.
1583. Where do you sell your stock ? I sell them locally, I have 120 lambs now, and I cannot send 
them away because they'are too small a lot; if I had a railway within 20 miles 1 could, of courser, send

them
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them away. As matters stand, I shall have to writ until some neighbour is sending stock to market. A. Curaming. 
If we had a railway within a reasonable distance I would cater lor the lamb trade ; I would try growing 
early lambs. At this time of year you could put more stock on ; there would be plenty of grass to fatten 0 ®ct,> 
them. At present tho grass is simply going to ivaste. There is another consideration—we are cut ofE 
entirely from any market to Sydney in time of drought. Some of the homestead lessees in the late 
drought were well off and had fat stock, but they had 1o keep them ; they could not sot them away.
15S4. Stock having to travel so much of late in dry seasons when there has been so little feed they have 
depreciated in value ? Yes.
1585. It has not been worth your while to send them away ? "We could not if we wanted to. If you 
could get them on to a truck within 20 miles matters would be altogether different. 
lOSti. Tou think then that the construction of a line to Hillston would develop a trade in fat stock which 
does not now exist. Tes.
15S7. There is almost invariably a good market in Sydney and Melbourne for fat stock? Yes. When
ever the Sydney market was good I should take advantage of it.
1588. Ho you know whether the route you have suggested is through Crown land or through alienated 
land? Nearly all of it would be through Crown land.
1589. Do you think that if such a railway passed throueh alienated land the owners would give the land 
required for tho line? I should think so ; they would be fools if they did not.
1590. You also think that a railway would induce settlers in this district to increase the area under 
cultivation ? Yes ; if I were sure of a railway coming within 30 miles of me I would put at least 500 
acres under wheat; at the present time the road carriage would kill the profit.
1591. What would be a reasonable price for you to expect from wheat? Anything over 2s. would be 
profitable ; 3s. would give a handsome return ; in fact, I do not know of any better investment at that 
price. At the price at which wheat, is selling now it would be a very good investment.
1592. "What would it cost to get the land ready for the plough ? Prom what I can hear from farmers 
the average cost would be about 3s, Od. Of course, many of them would put in their own labour, and 
then the cost would be still less.
1593 How much would it take to sow and to strip with the latest machinery? "With stump-jumping 
ploughs and strippers the cost would be about Ss. an aero ; that would include seed; of course, if you 
grew your own seed you could do it for less.
1594, You think that under those circumstances railway construction would add largely to wheat growing 
in the district? I consider that it would become one of the finest wheat growing districts in Australia.
1595. We should soon supply our own market? Yes ; aud do very much more.
159G. Do you know of any cultivation on the halves system in this district ? I know of none nearer than 
Bcrrignn. «
1597. ] suppose there is no probability of that system being resorted to as long as there is so much Crown 
laud available ? With railway communication, and v. ith land as cheap as it is, no man would be content 
with a half, seeing that he could get tho whole.
1598. rou. therefore, look 1'oi‘ward to close settlement in this district? Yes, all the halves men would 
leave the districts where they are now farming and farm here on their own account. I had a conversation 
with one of them the other day who came up here to look at the land. He came from Berrigan, and be said 
that if he were sure of a railway to Euabalong, and if lie could get within 20 miles of it, be would settle 
dowu here ; he considers this land superior to the malleo land in Victoria, where the wheat is the staple 
product.
1599. You have 16 inches of rain ? Yes, an inch more than in the mallee country in Victoria.
1600. You have been here all your lifo-time ? Twenty-sir years.
1601. You can speak with regard to the whole district? Yes ; I do not like the river-flats for agriculture.
Farming would succeed very mucb better on the red soil.
1G02. Mr. Jfarnell.~\ Can you tell ns whether the construction of a series of weirs on the Lachlan wrould 
be of any advantage to settlement in this district? T cannot see that any advantage would result, except 
to those on the creeks, and then weirs would not do much permanent good unless a regular flow in the '
river was maintained. The weir up here had not 4 miles of standing water behind itlastycar. The weir,
4 miles above any place, turns water down the Willandra Billaboug, and while the river is running does 
an immense amount of good; but last year tbe river stopped running, and it was only backed up by the 
weir for about 4 miles, which would only water from 2,009 to 3,000 sheep.
1G03. "Would the weirs not back the water in the Lachlan as well as in the tributaries? A succession of 
weirs would do so, but that would be too costly ; I suppose the weirs would cost an average of £8,000 
each.
1G04. You know that a good deal of traffic goes from Hillston towards Victoria? Yes. ■
1605. Do you think much of that traffic would be diverted to Sydney it there were a railway to Hillston ?
Certainly, People would send the traffic wherever it could be sent most cheaply ; for instance, 2s. 6d. a 
ton would sway them ; I am sure that from 4,000 to 5,000 bales of wool per annum would be diverted from 
this district to Sydney.
1606. What is the average return from wheat in this district ? I think about 14 bushels.
1607. Do you think that at tho price of 2s. Gd. or 3s. a bushel, and a return of 14 bushels to the acre, the 
crop would pay well wilh railway facilities ? Yes ; I do not think you could find any better investment.
1G0S. What is the quality of the wheat? It is very well spoken of : it is small wheat, but it is very thin ’ 
skinned, and the millers say there is very little offal in it.
1609. Can you suggest any other crop which could be profitably grown here, and which would be a source 
of revenue to tbe railway ? I have been advocating that experiments should be made. Mr. Campbell, of 
tho Department of Agricultuie, is now here making inquiries. I think that if there were an experimental 
farm upon this red country, it would be found that plenty of other things besides wheat could be grown; 
but we want to bo shown how to grow them. The Wagga Wngga Farm bas been a great object lesson; 
but Wagga Wagga has 23 inches of rain, and here we have only 16. I think if a series of experiments 
were carried out here on a farm, they would teach us a great deal. The Wagga Wagga Farm has shown, 
among other things, how it is possible to use less wheat for seed, and get as good a return ; and you will 
see at once that in an important matter of that kind it is highly desirable to avoid waste.
1610. You think traffic would be created in hay and straw if it could be shown to be a profitable growth ?
Yes ; if it could be carried to the seaboard to a market like Sydney. 1161.
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A. Cttfluumg. 1611. Have'you made any experiments m fruit-growing ? X do not think fruit-growing could be carried1 
on without irrigation, unless in very favourable spots. .

ct.) 1 7. i6i2. With what results have you grown vegetables ? They will grow; bat they have to be well watered.
1613. Upou what area do you think a man could make a living from agricultural pursuits ? From uot 
less than 640 acres.
1614. It would be necessary for him to combine pastoral pursuits with agriculture ? I do not think so ;
he would want nothing beyond tbe plough here. .
1615. You do not seem to think that mixed farming could be carried on here successfully ? Yes, it could, 
because on a large station they could profitably grow wheat and use up tbe straw; there would be two' 
classes of country.
1616. To what station does your produce go now ? The little wool T have goes to Sydney via Carrathool; 
but it is nothing worth speaking of yet.
1617. Supposing it were anticipated that a great loss would accrue from the construction of a railway by 
tbe route you suggest, do you think there would be any objection to local rates to meet tbe loss ? iYo ; I 
think not. The loss upon the railway would exist only for a year or two, until the country got settled.
1618. Even during that lime the main lines would derive such beneSt from the extra traffic that yon think 
that the temporary loss ought not to be considered ? I think not.

"Walter Scott Campbell, Chief Clerk, Department of Agriculture, sworn, and examined :—
1619. Chairman, ] You are Chief Clerk in the Department of Agriculture ? Yes.
1620. You liave recently come from the Hillston district? Yes; I have passed through it in coming

SfY-t irqv from IIa7- "
'' ' 1621. You have had an opportunity to examine the soil through that district ? Yes.

1622. You have also an extensive knowledge of the different soils of Hew South Wales and the adjoining 
colony ? Yes.
1623. For how many years does your experience extend over ? I have been reporting for tbe Department 
for about eleven years.
1624. As to the establishment of experimental farms? Yes, and on tbe state of tbe farming industry in 
various districts.
1625. Will you give the Committee an opinion as to the soil round about Hillston, and tho possibility of 
the land being profitably occupied by agricultural settlement? Prom careful inquiries 1 have made 
about Hillston, and also at Hay, I have come to the conclusion that Hillston will become a very important 
centre, particularly for wheat-farming. My idea is that wheat can be very profitably grown in the 
district—that the soil is very suitable for it. The average rainfall here is about 16 inches, I think, and 
under those circumstances wheat ought to succeed very well, provided rain falls at suitable periods. I 
am also under tbe impression that fruits could be grown here if they were properly attended to. X have 
not seen a single orchard in which any attempt has been made to cultivate it properly. I think in many 
parts fruit could be grown without irrigation if it were worked on the same principle as are the fruit 
trees in the orchard at Wagga Wagga. That is what we call a dry district, although they have had mucb 
more rain there than here. Hot with standing that, I think a great many fruits would grow well; for 
instance, figs, apricots, poaches, and grapes. I also think that fruit drying might become a very important 
industry here.

• 1626. What do you think about wine-making here ? I think it is rather warm for wine-making.
1627. Do you think grapes eould be grown here and dried for raisins ? I think they would do admirably. 
They do not seem to be cultivating the land about here, from inquiries I have made, in tbe best way in 
which it could be cultivated; and when this is understood, I think tbe farms might be made mucb more 
profitable than they are at present. 1 also think that on a 640-acre selection they could combine a certain 
amount of sheep-farming with cultivation. There seems to be a good deal of land taken up now about- 
Hillston and round about Gunbar. A great deal of wheat-growing is carried on there, and the farmers 
seem to bo doing very well indeed, especially this last year. Of course, the price of wheat has been rather 
higher than usual, and higher than we might expect it to he in the future.
1628. Tou think the soil is of such a nature that they will be able to cultivate it properly for many years 
to come? Yes ; they seem to be only scratching the surface with stump-jump ploughs now. In many 
instances they have not taken out the roots ; they merely cut the trees down level with the surface of the 
ground and use stump-jump ploughs, and this is, of course, a very primitive means of cultivation. Of 
course, many men go on to the land without sufficient capital, and they do the best they can under the 
circumstances: but that state of things will improve in future.
1629. Do you think that if better means of communication were afforded the district, largely increased
settlement would ensue ? 1 have no doubt whatever about it.
1630. You think tbe possibilities of the district are of such a nature that many persons will be induced to 
settle here ? Unquestionably.
1631. Do yon think the opening up of this country would attract a farming population from South 
Australia and Victoria? Xes.
1632. More especially if the farmers were assured of railway communication ? Of course; that is a very 

.important consideration.
1633. Do you know whether, as a matter of fact, the farm land in South Australia is becoming poorer
through continual cropping ? 1 believe tbe returns are very poor indeed. Of course, they have bad dry
seasons. 1 think tho returns have run as low as 5 bushels per acre for some time.
1634i. And you think it likely that persons would get away from land of that description if they thought 
they could get land which would give them a much better return in this Colony? Xes; I do not think 
they have any idea of what a beautiful district this is. I must say that I am very much pleased with it; 
it is much bettor than 1 thought it was. This is the first time I have been here.
1635. You are so favourably impressed with it that you think its prospects of advancement are remarkably 
good? Yes.
1636. You think from what you have seen of the district that the Government would be justified in 
extending the railway to Hillston? Most undoubtedly.
1637. Although the line might not pay at the outset, you think it might pay in1 a few years ? I imagine
iUWOfild. 1638.

W. S. 
Campbell.
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1638. Does the district remind yon in any way of the Alorec district? A good deal in some parts. W- S.
1639. Mr, Farnell,] In your opinion, the settlement of people upon the soil would to a large extent Campbell 
•compensate for any loss which might accrue for a few years after the construction of a railway? Yes. /nT'inw
1640. Have you taken any interest in the question of water conservation? A good deal. c 'l *
1611. Do you think the construction of a series of weirs on the Lachlan would be of much use in assisting
settlement? Yes, I think so. A lot of the red soil runs prettv close to the river, and it might be advantageous 
to run water on to it. Of course pumping would be an expensive work, and if you could obtain the water 
by gravitation it would be an immense saving. Still, I think it might be profitable to make use of the 
water. At Mildura, where pumping is far more expensive than it would be here, they have three sets of 
pumps, one above the other. Here you would not need more than one, if the weirs brought up the level 
-of the river pretty high. I think fruit-growing by irrigation could be carried on profitably. This would 
he an admirable district for the growth of the citrous fruits.
1612. Given the advantage of railway communication, you ihink it would pay to cultivate fruit, and to 
use some fertiliser, perhaps? I do not think there would he any occasion to use any fertiliser for many 
years to come. It might be advantageous to use it at some future time, perhaps.
1613. Have you any idea what it would cost per acre to clear the land fit for the plough? I have been 
making inquiries about that. If the work were done systematically f believe it would cost from Ss. to 
12s. per acre. I do not say that all of it could he done at that cost, but a good deal of it certainly could.
1644. With regard to the pine country, what would that cost ? I should tnink it might he done from £1 
"to £2 per acre. The price I gave you just now would be for the box country.
1645. Even with that outlay, you think that, having regard to the liberal provisions under which the 
land could he taken up, fruit-growing might he made a profitable industrv? Yes; even supposing the 
■expenditure for the thorough clearing of the land were a little higher than that which I have given. A lot 
of land is wasted at present by the leaving iu of the stumps—especially in the thickly-timbered pine country.
HAG. I suppose that in the course of your investigations you inquired whether wheat would be subject to 
rust here? 1 do not think it would be m this dry district. It is not at all like rust country ; but there 
■are wheats which are rust-resisting which could be grown well here even if rust did come. There are 
■certain kinds of wheat which are very much in vogue now, and which millers are very anxious to obtain. - 
I think experiments might be made to test the varieties of wheat, which might be grown as they are doing
at Wagga Wagga now. We have some hundred kinds of wheat under test there, and the kinds most 
suitable for the climate are being selected and grown on a very large scale, and distributed. We have a 
great demand for seed-wheat there—even at the rate of 7s. 6d. per bushel the whole of it goes off without 
any difficulty. In the year before last wc had orders for seed wheat amounting to £15,000,
1647. Did you execute the order? Yo ; we had not the necessary area under cultivation.
1618. Would your remarks as to the growth of wheat here apply equally to oats and barley? Ho; oats 
are not likely to succeed well. It is too hot; barley could be profitably grown, but it would require very 
good and careful farming.
1619. Do you think lucerne could be profitably grown ? I think in some places it could bo cultivated very
profitably. *
1650. You think the growth of fodder for ensilage might be carried on ? Yes. I think sorghum would 
grow well if it were properly looked after; and that makes splendid ensilage.
1651. Your opinion is that without the advantages of a railway these developments would not be likely to 
lake place ? That is my opinion.
1652. Chairman.] Judging from the observations you have made, you think your Department would be 
justified in establishing an experimental farm in this district, with a view to the education of the people 
here as to wjmt they can most profitably grow? Most decidedly.
1653. You think the resources of the district are so great that the Government would he quite justified in
going to the expense of establishing an experimental farm ? Yes; it is my intention to recommend a site 
here. v

WEDNESDA T, G OCTOBETt, 1897. .

[The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Hillston, at 3 p.m,]

^resrtti: —
THOMAS HENRY HASSALL, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. | John Lionel Fegan, Esq.
Frank Parnell, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

Thomas Kennedy, Surveyor, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, sworn, and
examined:—

1634. Chairman.] You have recently examined the country lying between Wyalong and Hillston? Yes. t. Kennedy
1655. You have prepared a report dealing with your exploration ? Yes; I have a report dealing with the 
nature of the country and the probable cost of the line. I hare marked the explored line in red pencil 6 Oct., 1897 
upon the plan before you. You will see that it runs almost due west to Hillston from Wyalong, via 
Rankin’s Springs. My report is as follows :— .

Direct Line of Proposed Bail way from Wyalong to Hillston. '
Direction of Unc and description of the. route.

Commenciiig from the centre of the township of Wyalong east: running slightly to tbe noith of a due west line 
passing \\ yalong homestead at 14 miles ; thence in the same direction passing 2 miles to the north of Yalgogrin station 
at 23 miles j thence bearing almost south-west and running to the north of Yalgogrin township at 2f> miles; thence 
bearing nearly north-west and crossing the range at 32 miles dividing the waters of Humbug aud Mirrool Creeks ; thence 
bearing a little to the south of west at 44 miles, being about 3 miles south of MalongSa station ; thence on to Rankin's 
Springs at 5S miles. From here the line follows the stock route in a north-easterly direction to about 07 miles; thence 
along the same route in a westerly direction to the Tin Hut or Milbergen Range at 77 miles; turning thence to the 
northern end or that range and to the south of the Lachlan Range which dies out; thence on to a low gap in the Waverly 
Hills at 85 miles ; from thence in a north-westerly direction into the town of Hillston at 112 miles from Wyalong.

■ Probable
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T. Kennedy. Probable cost and nature of work.
< ^ From Wyalong to Yalgogrin homestead 23 miles o£ easy country could be constructed as surface line. Twenty-

6 Oct., 1897. three miles at £2,200 per mile. _ ,
From 23 miles to 35 miles crossing tiie Dividing Range the country is slightly undulating, and a few cuttings would 

he required, also one creek to cross requiring about ten 14-fect openings. The ranpe is crossed at an easy gap and would 
not require a cutting more than 3 or 4 feet. The probable cost of the 12 miles at £2,300 per mile. _

From 3o miles to 55 miles the country is almost dead level, aud could he constructed as a surface line. Distance 20 
miles at. £2,200 per mile. .

From 55 miles to 67 miles is the most difficult portion of the whole line and would entail considerably more cuttings 
than any other portion of the whole route, there being a continuous grade of for 6 miles crossing the range to the west 
of Rankin Springs, then the same fall ^ for 6 miles on the other side of that range, making a total in all of 12 miles -j-jW 
gradient. 1 would estimate the cost of this 12 miles at £3,000 per mile. _ _

I have, however, shown a deviation to the south crossing a gap (on Conapaira Run) which is 125 feet lower than the 
summit reached on the line to tlie north. A survey should be made of tins deviation with a view to reducing the long pull 
of 6 miles of _

From 67 miles to 85 miles the country is moderately easy, and could be constructed for about £2,230 per mile, IS 
miles., .

From 75 miles I have proposed a deviation round the southern end of the Lachlan Range mid through a gap in the 
Waverly hills; by this route an almost level line right into Hillston can be obtained, avoiding tho rough hills at the 
Monument Gap, besides being slightly shorter; the height above sea-level of,Waverly Gap is 520 feet, thence there is a 
slight fall to Hillston. , ,

From 85 miles to 112 miles the line is smiace-forming and could be constructed for about £2,200 per mile, distance 
27 miles. A small amount of flood-waters would be crossed close to Hillston, but not of any consequence. On the whole 
route the absence of creeks aud watercourses is remarkable.

Details of distance and probable, cost.

Distances. Description, Cost per mile. Total cost.

00 miles to 23 miles—23 miles
23
35
55
67
So

35
55
67
S3

112

12
20
12
IS
27

Easy..................
Undulating.......
Easy..................
Heavy..............
Moderately cosy 
Easy..................

£
2,200
2,300
2,200
3,000
2,250
2,200

£
50.600
27.600
44.000
36.000 
40,500 
59,400

£258,100

The average cost per mile of the whole line is £2,300.
To the total of £253,100 there would have to he added an addition of about 2 miles to allow for curvature and small 

deviations, making the total cost of the line £262.700. There would hardly be any resumption of land, perhaps under 3 
miles. The sharpest curve would bo 20 chains radius, the ruling gradient 1 in 100. _

Timber.—About 10 miles ftom Wyalong a belt of ironbark suitable for sleepers and small timber openings is crossed ; 
it is about 1 mile wide, and runs in a JT.E. and S.W. direction on both sides of the line for about 7 miles. Again at^20 
miles from Wyalong another patch of ironbark suitable for sleepers and openings ; area about 5 miles by 1 mile wide. To 
the north of Yalgogrin township another belt of ironbark exists, 3 miles by ^ mile wide. From the information generally' 
received the ironbark timber is fairly plentiful from Wyalong to 30 miles on the proposed line. About Rankin’s Springs, 
both to the north and south, ironbark exists, but is not to be found in large quantities, although on the ranges some good 
trees can be seen, and several culverts and small timber openings have been built on the Whitbon-road from Rankin’s Springs 
to Naradhan with ironbark. Further west than Rankin's Springs no timber suitable for railway purposes can be obtained, 
except perhaps on the Lachlan River, where a poor class of timber may be found.

Ballast is plentiful at a point 20 miles from Wyalong to the Waverly Hills at So miles. .
Water,—No permanent water can be found along the route, but west of Rankin's Springs an underground supply can 

be obtained by sinking about 150 to 200 feet. A plentiful supply' may be seen at the Tin Hut and Monia Gap ; the water 
is slightly brackish, and, perhaps, would uot be suitable for a railway' supply.

ATct<i«-e of the country passed through and the quality of the soil.
The country immediately surrounding Wyalong township for about 5 miles is poor malleo land ; towards the north, 

however, the land quickly begins to improve, and is bright red soil timbered with box, pine, and oak is suitable for 
cultivation. Proceeding west from Wyalong, after 5 miles the soil gradually improves, passing from poor dark-coloured 
ground to light-red or chocolate, suitable for cultivation. The country between Wyalong township and Wyalong station, 
about 13 miles from the town, may be classed as fair land ; being so close to the town a considerable portion of this land 
has been selected. Six miles to the north of this portion of the line the country is fine agricultural land, and is being 
cultivated. From Wyalong sheep station to Yalgogrin township, and on the Dividing Range at 32 miles, with the 
exception of several small patches of ironbark ranges, the formation is granite, the soil bright red loam, suitable for 
cultivation. Some portions of this land at Wyalong and Yalgogrin homesteads have been continuously cultivated for a 
number of years with only an occasional failure. _

At about 20 miles from Wyalong, on tbe northern side of tbc line towards the Humbug Creek, splendid cultivation 
land exists; in fact, from 13 miles from Wyalong to 32 miles, a distance of 19 miles, the country for a distance of 15 miles 
on each side of the line, with the exception of the range, is all cultivation land of a good quality. Portions of this land have 
been tried for a number of years with excellent results.

From 32 miles to 35 miles immediately on the summit "of the Dividing Range the soil is inferior, being stony and 
timbered with mallee. It, however, immediately changes to fair agricultural land on the western slope, being timbered 
with box, pine, and wattle, and gradually improving to good bright red sod suitable for cultivation. At 35 miles to 55 
miles, a stretch of 20 miles, 15 miles on each side of tho line, is suitable for the growth of wheat. Close to Molonga station, 
and to the north and south, cultivation has been successful. These are not good patches picked out, hut similar to the 
whole country. From 55 miles to 67 miles the country is broken by high mountain ranges, the extent of agricultural land 
is less than half tho total area, although in the flats and gullies between the ranges the soil is excellent both towards the 
north on Naradhan and to the south on Conipara. At both these homesteads cultivation fur hay lias been going on for 
years with scarcely a failure. .

From Rankin’s Springs, after leaving the ranges right on the Lachlan range, from 67 miles to S2 miles, there is good 
agricultural land, at present covered with dense pine, wattle, and yarran scrubs, with tbe exception of a small area near 
the Tin Hut. This is some of the finest land on the whole route extending right down to Monia Gap. The good land runs 
almost to the summit of the ranges ; even the ranges grow good grass suitable for pastoral purposes, and have been leased 
for that on Merri Merigal station ; the soil is the same for 20 miles on each side of the line, in fact, right in to within 4 or 5 
miles of the Lachlan River, with an occasional belt of mallee or currawang on the ridges.

From 82 to 85 miles a narrow belt of excellent land is crossed ; this runs down to the west of Monia Gap, and is 
partly improved. After leaving the Waverley Hills at 85 miles from Wyalong, the soil is of a red sandy nature, timbered 
with mallee, sifton hush, and porcupine grass to about 88 miles. After that pine, box, and wattle, with occasional belts of 
mallee; this soil is fairly good agricultural land to about 92 miles. From thence to 100 miles a belt of mallee is crossed ; 
this is a light sandy loam, and cannot be considered good agricultural land, although on the south of tins belt of mallee 
good land exists at present tin tier cultivation.-

The extent of the mallee is, approximately, 8 miles by 10 miles. From
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The average rainfall registered hy the gauges kept at the various homesteads is, from Wyalong to Rankin’s Springs, T. Kennedy. 
21 inches. Thence into Hilieton the average is 17i inches. Therefore 39 miles of the good cultivation land has an average ^ 
rainfall of 2! inches, the balance of the cultivation land—34 miles—an average of 17A inches. This embraces the land q Oct,, 1897. 
adjacent to Hillston, where it lias been proved that good crops may be grown with that amount of rainfall.

From 100 miles to 112 miles the soil is good agricultural laud right into Hillston. Taking the line as 112 miles, 
approximately, the land passed through may be classed as follows : —

Distance
0 to Smiles..

Inferior.
5

Fair. Good. Distance
82 to 85 miles...

Inferior. Fair. Good.
3

o to 13 s 85 to SS 3 ,, .
13 to 32 is SS to 92 4
32 to 35 92 to 100 8
33 to 35 i.. 20 100 to 112 12
55 to 67 
G7 to S2

)> 12
is Total... .... 19 20 73

This gives 19 miles inferior land, 20 miles fair land, and 73 miles as good agricultural land. Taking 70 miles and a 
width of 20 miles on each side, would give an area 1,800,000 acres of land fit for settlement, and all Crown land with the 
exception of a small area, probably not more than 30 or 40 thousand acres that have been selected. The leasehold areas of 
the holdings passed through will, in a few years, fall due, and the land revert back to the Crown. From experience of 
similar country in the Parkes, Bogan Gate and Trundle districts, this land would be readily taken up if railway com
munication existed.
1656. You have given a description of tho country and the probable cost of a line between Wyalong 
and Hillston, via Kankin’s Springs ;—do you know the country from Wyalong to Cudgellico, and from 
there to Hillston P Yes , 1 have also explored that. My observations are as follows :—

Wyalong to Cudwllico ; tiiknck to Hillston.
The nature of the country passed through on (his line may ho classed as good agricultural land generally, hut the 

greatei portion of it would lie served by a direct line from Wyalong to Hillston, with the exception of that immediately 
surrounding the lake. From the lake to Rankin’s Springs the distance by the Whitton rood is 38 miles. That would be the 
greatest distance of the line, na Lake Cudgellico, from the direct route ; whilst the two lines are gradually converging to 
tiie same points at Wyalong and Hillston. From Cudgellico to Hillston the greater portion of the land after crossing 
Uabba Gap to Willanthry W eir is black soil, more suitable for pastoral than agricultural purposes, and in places subject, to 
overflows from the Lachlan River. From Willanthry into Hillston the soil is good agricultural land, ovith occasional strips 
of black sod, subject to floods. In comparing the route direct from Wyalong to Hillston with that via the lake, there would 
be a greater extent of wheat-land on the direct route, for no black soil is passed through. The land also would be available 
on both sides of the line, whilst tiie lake route lias the Lachlan River on the north from the lake to Hillston, which would 
interfere with settlement on that side on account of having to cross the river. Having no black soil or flooded land on the 
direct route, there would he no likelihood of any serious damage to the line through flood-water or heavy rains, and 
consequently much easier to maintain. The resources of the district, are almost wholly pastoral, wool, and stock. Very 
littie agricultural produce leaves the district. Towards the sooth of Hillston, at Cunbar, some wheat has been sent away 
to Carrathool, hut only a small quantity. Almost the whole of the wheat grown is used locally.
1657. W'hat is the difference in distance between the route from "Wyalong to Hillston via Cudgellico, 
and the more direct route? By the direct route it would be about 112 miles, and by the route via 
Cudgellico 123, a difference of 1L miles. On the direct route J have allowed 2 miles extra, so that there 
might be a difference of 9 miles.
165S. Does your surveyed route via Cudgellico go near the lake ? It goes right into the town.
1659. The Imo would then pass along the river to Hillston ? No : it goes to Uabba G-ap, which is about
6 miles to the south of the river; it does not go doun tho river.
1669. That route is not shown on the map ? No.
1661. Do you think a deviation from Wyalong a little to the north would serve the lake country fairly
well P I think it would perhaps embrace more good land than does the direct route.
1662. How far nould you propose to go north of tho line you have explored ? Between 8 and 9 miles.
1663. It would make the line, approximately, how much longer? About 3 miles.
1061. By taking the line 10 miles to fhe north of the more direct route it would develop a large area of 
good country, and also bring a railway within reasonable distance of Lake Cudgellico ? Yes.
1665. At a cost of what ? About £2.300 a mile ; it is tbe same class of country,
1666. There are no engineering difficulties in the way ? 1 do not think so ; lhave not explored that route 
minutely.
1667. Is there much settlement upon the route you have explored ? Yery little. It is hardly settled at 
all, with the exception of station holders.
16GS. The land is principally under pastoral occupation ? Mostly.
1669. Would the line pass through any abandoned land? 1 could not say, hut I think some of the 
resumed areas have been abandoned.
1670. Will you give us the approximate distance of the suggested deviation from Lake Cudgellico?
About 30 miles, right to the centre of the township ; the nearest point would be at the head of the Humbug 
Creek ; the line would be further away from Cudgellico at Bankin’s Springs. It is about 38 miles from 
Cudgellico to Kankin’s Springs. •
1071. Is the country through which the deviation would pass settled ? Yes ; some of it is settled just at 
the commencement of the deviation. I believe they are growing wheat there now. There is a good deal 
of cultivation just about there.
1672. Could you give us an approximate estimate of the cost of clearing that country ? Only from hearsay.
1673. The first 5 miles from Wyalong is comparatively poor country? Yes,it is small mallee.
1674. Is there any mining within that 5-miles radius? There is auriferous country round about Wyalong.
I did not inquire into the mining resources of the district; but tho mallee land, being so close to the 
township, is being taken up and cultivated. The value of the land is increased on account of its proximity 
to tho town. The belt does not estend so far to the north as to the west. .
1675. You think that, although the country is comparatively poor, it would be occupied and utilised in 
consequence of its proximity to Wyalong? Yes.
1676. Did you take any notice of the timber with a view to determine its suitability for railway sleepers ? 
Yes; from a point about 10 miles from Wyalong, going across to Hiawatha, there is somc timber which 
would be suitable for sleepers and for small waterways. I have described it in my report.
1677. Ballastis fairly plentiful along the route for a considerable distance? To within 30 miles of Hillston.
1678. The construction would be comparatively cheap, on account of timber and ballast being available 
within a reasonable distance? Y'es.

282 (a)—G 1679.
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T. Kennedy. 16/0. Ad artificial water supply would have to be provided for railway purposes ? Tes; it would be
6 OctlS97 necessary to sinit tanka. ‘

0 •’ ‘ 1680 Is it good holding ground for water? I saw places where tanks have been formed along the route,
and they seemed to hold very well. All the red-soil country is good holding ground.
1GS1. There would be no difficulty on that score ? No.
1682. Is the country infested, to any great estent, wilh rabbits now? I should say it was, although I did 
not see many. The holdings seem to be all wire-netted going through towards Wyalong.
1683. The drought has not cleared the rabbits all out ? No.
1684. Tou thick that the occupation of the country would lead to the keeping down of the wild-dog pest ?
Decidedly. 1
168o. Do you think men of comparatively small means would take up the country along the route you 
have explored ? ] think so. i j b j

, °,m 1,v^afc folding could a man make a decent livelihood ? I should say from 1,000 to 1,500 acres 
it the land were close to a railway.
1687. Enabling him to put a certain area under cultivation year by year? Tes.
1688. He could clear as he went along, giving himself a sufficient area for grassed land for his working
stock? Tes. co
1689. Tou think we would be able to combine wool-growing with agriculture ? Tes, I certainly think so.
1090.^ Judging from your observation of the country through which the railway would pass, you think 
that m the absence of railway communication it would remain idle and be comparatively valueless ? Tes ; 
some of it might be occupied under pastoral lease. ”
1691. Tou think the construction of a line would bring it into much more beneficial occupation? Tes; 
I have no doubt that a great deal of it would he put under cultivation.

Thomas Cadell, Inspector of Stock, Hillston, sworn, and examined :—
[T, Cadell. 1692. Mr. Fegan] Do you hold any other offices? I am also overseer of public watering places aud 

6 Octr 1897 msl)ector
c ■’ ' * 1693. What’stock are there depastured in your district ? Last, year the return showed 734,000 sheep ; 

but my district extends pretty well up to Nymagce. From a lot of that country the wool would go to 
Cohar. If you take the area from which the wool would be likely to come to Hillston if a railwav were 
here, I think you might reckon upon about 600,000 sheep. ’ "
1694, What is the extent of your district? It starts at the southern end of Gunbar, and extends north 
to the northern boundary of Wirlong. On the east it goes to the eastern boundary of Eabba, and on the 
west to the western boundary of Willandra. Tho district is about 170 miles long by 120 miles wide.
1695. What number of cattle have you on that area ? About 4,000 cattle and 3.000 horses.
1696. How many lambs ? This year there are about 118,000 lambs. '
1697, How many sheep will the land carry on the average ? The southern part of the district carries 
about one to 2£ acres. The northern part, the pine country, carries about one sheep to 4| or 5 acres.
1698. I suppose you are well acquainted with the district? Yes.
1699, From what direction do you think the traffic would come ? On the northern side of tho river, in
the Western Division, the stations would he likely to send their wool toa railwav at Hillston. There are
1,000,000 acres unoccupied, or in such a state that the land is not more thanone-fifth settled, through the 
pine scrub and the rabbits. ’ °

’ T/00. Has tho drought had anything to do with that? The drought would have nothing to do with that
now, because the rain has fallen equally over the timbered country and the other country ; but the rabbits 
and pine scrub prevent quite 1,000,000 acres of country from being more than one-fifth settled. Country 
wffiich would carry 180,000 sheep at the present time is not stocked to more than 30,000.
1701. What is the average clip this year? About 7 lb. in the southern part of tbe district, and 6 lb. in tbe 
northern part; lambs fleeces would be about 2 lb.
1702. Do you send any fat stock to the market from your district? The greatest number of fat. stock 
sent away was in 1895. We then sent 120,000 fats to Sydney and Melbourne.
1703. Were any sent away last year ? Tes, but not nearly so many ; the drought prevented manv sheep
from leaving here. ‘ '
1704. 1 suppose the greater portion of those sheep would be trucked at Carrathool ? Tes.
1705. Are you acquainted with the route from Condobolin to Euabalong ? I do not know it at all.
170G._ Do you know the route from Wyalong to Hillston ? Only as far as my district on this side of 
Rankin’s Springs.
1/0/. What kind of country is itr Part of it is dense mallee, but most of the mallee land in this district 
is suitable for agriculture, it is only a matter of clearing. The rest of the country is good piue country; 
all of that would be good for agriculture. " “ ’
1708. You gave evidence before the Sectional Committee which inquired into the proposed railway from 
Condobolin to Broken Hill; have yon anything to add to that evidence ? T do not think so. '
1/09. Could you describe to us the portion of the country served by a railway from liere to Wvalong 
which would be wheat-producing? The whole of the country on ihe south of the Lachlan as “far as 
Rankin’s Springs is wheat-growing country, except the ridges, The whole of the flat country is arable land.
1710. I suppose the northern side of the river does not bear favourable comparison with the southern 
portion ? The northern side of the river is in the Western Division, where the land cannot be taken up 
in small areas. Some of the country there is quite as good as the country on the southern side.
1711. What proportion of it ? Eight through from here, as far as I know, to Cobar, the whole of the flat 
country is good arable land ; the ridges, of course, are too stony for agriculture.
1712. From what distance beyond Hillston do you think tbe railway would divert traffic which now goes
tO’Melbourne ? 1 think the wool off the sheep 40 miles to the south of this would come to a railway at
Hillston. To the westward the wool would come from a distance of 130 to 140 miles in preference to 
going to Hay.
1713. There would also be a considerable quantity of traffic from the north ? From the north it would
come in this direction as far as Mount Hope; beyond that it would go to Cobar. The Railway 
Commissioners have given concessions upon that line to induce the squatters to send their wool there 
instead of sending it down to the railway at Hay, ' 1714.
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17X4. Tou have no clouht, then, that a railway at Hillston would compete for a great deal.of the trade 
which now goes to Melbourne? Tes ; I thinlr it would cut off a large quantity of wool which now goes g ^ 
to Melbourne. , ^ ■
1.715. Have you a number of abandoned areas in your district ? I gave the Sectional Committee who 
were here last year some account of them. Xot an acre has been taken up since. Somc of the lessees ^ 
are trying to get the Government to add them to their leaseholds.
171G. What is the extent of tho resumed areas ? They are as follows:—Cowl Cowl, 1G1,G22; Coan 
Downs, 232,174; Hnntlmwong, 110,113 ; Merri Mcrrigal, 110,053; Koto, 151,690; Tathong, 123,100; 
and Merri Merriwa, leasehold and resumed, 4G,860 ; Marooa, resumed area, 31,320; Willandra, 27,000;
Wangaroa^ 16,100; Wangorong, 50,100 ; South Mcrowie, 6,20G; making a total of 932,298 acres.
1717. Do you think that with railway eommuuication a lot of these resumed areas would, soon come 
under occupation ? I think the whole of them would if a railway were brought into the district.
1713. The rabbit pest is not such an anxiety to you as- it formerly was ? Iso ; people know how to get 
rid of the rabbits now. They require continuous attention ; but you hear very few persons talking of the 
pest now.
1719. To a great extent you have mastered it? Tes.
1720. The great objection in your districtiu dealing with the rabbits is duo to the fact thatthe Government 
do not take the same precautions as do private individuals ? The Government do nothing. The abandoned 
resumed areas and other Crown lands are only breeding-grounds for the pest.
1721. The pests bred on the Crown lands are exceedingly destructive to those who are trying to rid
themselves of them ? Tes ; that is the general opinion here. . . . ,
1722. And you think that in any legislation the Govornment should take upon itself the responsibility of 
trying to get rid of these pests on Crown lands? Yes; the Crown lands should be made available for 
closer settlement, by the construction of a railway, If there were a railway here the land would very soon 
be taken up, and there would be no necessity for the- Crown to take action in getting rid of the pest.
1723. Tou think that the railway should be constructed, even although there might be no prospect of its 
paying immediately ? It would be to the interests of the country to bring a railway here, even if it did 
not pay at once, owing to the large area which it would place under occupation.
1724. "liven if the railwav did not pay, the Government would receive considerable revenue from the
disposal of these resumed areas ? Just so. .
1725. And you think that that circumstance should be taken into consideration by them ? Tes..
1720. Chairman.'] Tou know, of course, that this inquiry is in regard, to the proposed extension from 
Condobolin to Euabalong? Yes.
1727. Do you think that lino would be of any benelit to the district ? Not at all. It would not take one ,
bale of wool away from the country west of Euabalong, which now goes to Victoria. . .
1728. Tou do not think it would attract much more traffic than now goes to Condobolin ? I do not think
so. The country out of Condobolin to the west and north-west is very poor. A great deal of it is granite 
country, and the wool which now goes from that district, cither to Condobolin or to the main western 
line, would go there still, even if the extension were made to Euabalong. .
1729. Tou think that any extension from Condobolin should come as far as Hillston ? I do not think an 
extension from Condobolin would be advisable in any case, because on the southern side of the river there 
is so much alienated land close to the river that there would be no room for settlement. The further 
away from the river the railway is taken the better for settlement,
1730. A railway passing down near the river would go almost entirely through alienated land? Tes; 
increasing the cost materially. At many points there would be no land at all open to settlement. .
1731. "Which do you think would be the best route by which to bring a railway into this district? I think 
it should come from some point to the south of Condobolin, either from the southern or from the cross 
line from Blayney to Mumtmburrah. A railway running through Grenfell and Wyalong to Hillston 
would answer as well as an extension from Temora.
1732. Tou mean a, line through the country described by Mr. Kennedy to-day r Tes. .
1733. Mr. .Feyim.] Can you give us any information as to tho number of bales ot wool which now go to
Melbourne which would be brought to Hillston if there were a railwayffiere ? I have made au estimate 
in tonnage. I think about 2,000 tons of wool would come to Hillston out of my district. I do not know 
what would come out of tho Mossgiel dislrict. 1 have no figures to go upon. Pour-fifths of the wool in 
my district goes to Melbourne; aud barely a fifth of it goes to Sydney. I am counting on that which would 
naturally come to Hillston if a railway were here. Wool from the northern part of my district goes to 
Cobar and Sydney, and is taken round to Melbourne by steamer. . .
1734. Do you think a greater number of fat stock would be sent to the Sydney market from this district 
if there were a railway here? Tea ; considerably more fat stock than ever went away from here would 
go to Sydney. The road between here and Carrathool is often so bad that the stock lose condition before 
they can get to the railway. If they could be trucked within a reasonable distance of the runs a great 
many more would be sent to market.
1735. Tou think a greater number of sheep would be fattened in the district ? Tes ; the lessees would lay 
themselves out to fatten stock. But it very often happens that in dry seasons there is not a blade of grass 
between here and the railway.
1736. How many bad seasons have there been during the nine years you have been here? There have 
been five bad seasons out of nine.
1737. Mr. FarncU.] Have you had any practical acquaintance with agricultural pursuits ? I have not
had any here; hut 1 had in my early days in the Mudgce country. ^ _
1738. What is your opinion of the capabilities of this district for wheat-production ? I think it would
be one of the finest districts in the Colony. _
1739. Upon what do you base that statement? From going round among the farmers, and seeing 
what they are doing. For two years I acted as crop reporter for the Agricultural Department, and it was 
my duty to go round among the farmers and get all the information possible as to what they were doing 
and what they intended to do. I had also to make a personal inspection of the crops, and to see what 
grain they were getting, to inquire what wheat they were using, and everything connected with the matter.
1740. What has been the average yield per acre here? 1 think about 14 bushels to the acre.
1741. At what price do you think wheat could be profitably grown here ? I cannot say definitely; but I
should think at about 2s. 6d. a bushel. 1742.
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T. Cadell. 1/42. That would bejunder present conditions? Yes. Under present conditions thev hare to cart the 
' A ' wheat to Carrathool, from 40 to 75 miles. "

■6 Oet.. 1897. 1/43. What would be the cost of cartage between hero and Carrathool? From 4d. to Od, a bushel, 
according to tbe distance.
1744. About-£l a ton ? Yes.
1745. What has been the average yield for tbe last two years? The year before last the average yield
was about 16 bushels; but last year it %vas about 12. '
1746. What is the total production of the district iu wheat ? I tbiulc the year before last it was somethinG
like 150,000 bushels. 6
1747. How was that distributed ? A certain quantity came to tbc local mill to be ground for local con
sumption, and tbe rest of it was sent to Carrathool. I tnink the Wagga and Cootamundra mills bought 
some of it; but the principal part went to Sydney. D
174S. Can you speak as to the quality of tho wheat ? It is a very fair sample of wheat ■ it makes very 
good Aour. •
1749. Have yon knoum the crop in this district to be affected by rust? I do not think there is much 
rust in this district.
1/50. Do you think the land about here is capable of producing much beside cereals ? .Nothing much 
has been tried here. Oats might grow here, but only occasionally. I think wheat would be the chief 
product. '
l/ol. Has fruit-growing been tried? It grows splendidly all over the district; but we suffer from bad 
seasons. _You -want a good supply of water for fruit. If yon have water yon can be certain of a. good 
supply. Fruit does well enough here if it is properly looked after. ’
1752. Has lucerne been tried here? In small patches.
Ho3. Has it done well? It does not do well; the sub-soil is too stiff for lucerne.
1/54. Do you think the kind of lucerne plant used has bad anything to do with tbe results obtained? The 
lucerne tree will growr iu the dislrict, but from all I have heard from the Government Experimental Farm 
at "Wagga, I should say it was not worth very much. They sav that cattle will onlv eat it in a drought, 
wlien they can get nothing else. ' '
1755. At what period of the year are the roads between here and Carrathool in such a condiiion as to 
render it difficult for you to get to the railway ? They are sometimes had in summer-time, but it does uot 
last so long then. In the winter-time they are bad for weeks after heavy rain The mail has sometimes 
been from twelve to fifteen hours Date owing to the bad road.
1756. You say there are considerable areas of land here available for settlement, and that if a line were 
■constructed to Hillston it would be an incentive to settlers to come here; what would be the cost of 
clearing this land ready for the plough ? About 5Us. per acre altogether. Some of it, of course, could be 
done for mucb less than that.

What would be a suitable area for a person to take up for profitable occupation of the soil ? From 
1,280 to 2,560 acres if he wants to keep sheep as well as cultivate.
1/58. Do you think persons would do well here to carry on mixed farming? I think that it would suit 
them best to carry on mixed farming. At the present tunc tbe back country through which the railwav 
would come is so infested with wild dogs that people are afraid to keep sheep ; but with closer settlement 
dogs wmuld disappear.
1/59. You think that the construction of a line to Hillston would bring a large amount of new' traffic to 
the railways? I think that long before the railway reached this point, no land would be left to be 
taken up,
1760. I mean traffic which does not go to any railway stations at the present time ? 1 think a lot of tho
wool which now goes to Melbourne via Hay and Carrathool w'ouldcome on this line aud go to Svdney. 
1/61. You are certain of that? Yes ; I have spoken to persons who own runs, and they have said that 
they would gladly send their wool tins way on account of the shorter road carriage. ”
1/62. tiuppoFe it iverc anticipated that a railway to Hillston would not pay in the immediate future, do 
you think those using thuline would be prepared to pay local rates—that is, rates slightly in excess of 
those generally charged ? I think they would, in consideration of tbe great convenience of a raihvay, and 
in the nope, of course, that as the traffic increased the special rates would be taken off.

Hobert Walter Stewart, Mayor of Hillston, sworn, and examined .—
It. W. 1763. Chairman^ You are Mayor of Hillston, and you carry on the business of a commission agent 

Stewart, hero? Yes; I am a stock and station agont.
1764. Mr. O'Connor^ How long have you been in the district? Since 1878,

6 Uct., 1897. 1765. What is the population of your municipal district ? About 500.
1760. You have a thorough knowledge of Hillston and the adjoining district ? Yes.
1767. Is it a pastoral or agricultural country? On the south side of the river it is principally an 
agricultural country. Here and further south below Hillston it is pastoral. To the north of the river it 
is principally pastoral.
1768. What is the yield per acre of wheat? On the average from 12 to 15 bushels. Sometimes it is
much higher, but that is the average. ’
1769. Is that payable ? Yes, at a fair price,
1770. Where is your market? We sell a little locally; but we are obliged to take some to Carrathool 
and send it to Sydney and to Cootamundra or Harrandera, where there are mills.
1771. You must find that expensive ? We find that the long haulage takes off a considerable amount of 
the profit.
1772. You have been fairly successful in your returns ? Excepting in the year 1888, we have been always
fairly successful. That has been tbe only failure; even then some was grown. There was somethin"- 
like S or 0 inches of rainfall. 0
1773. Is there any cultivation upon the halves system here ? Ho.
1774 How do you account for that? Well, land can be got here very mucb easier than in lliverina. and 
it is far more profitable to take up land under the 1S95 Act and work it on your own account. 'Die 
halves system is gone into where all the land has been alienated, and where the land is also in proximitv 
to a railway. 1775/
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1775. Tin's part of (he country is well timbered? We have good colonial pine; and there is some pretty 
good gum on the Lachlan. ^ .
177(5. "Would that timber be marketable if you had a railway? The colonial pine would be, hut I do not ^ ^ jg^ 
know so much about the gum. ’
1777. Looking at the question from a national standpoint, with what part of the existing railway system 
do you think Jlillston should he connected ? I am glad you mentioned the question from a national 
standpoint, because I have a clear and distinct idea that a railway ought to come by the route described 
by Mr. Kennedy. I should have no objection to a deviation to take in the Lake Cudgellico district, which,
I think, is entitled to some consideration. That is the line which I think should be constructed, quite 
apart from self-interest or tbe interest of the people of this district.
177S. "Will you describe tbc route yourself ? I think the line should come from "Wyalong almost due 
west to Hillston, allowing for a sbght deviation of, say, miles to the north to serve the Lake Cudgellico 
district to a certain extent. It will be seen, from the map before you, that the greater part of the land 
served would be unalienated. The line would serve over 1,500,000 acres, which has been proved, for 
some fifteen years, to be good agricultural land. The very worst of the land would be fit for pastoral 
purposes. Tbe better class would be used for agriculture, and after agriculture bas been carried on for 
somc time the land improves considerably. I think the pastoral industry should be combined with agriculture.
1770. Ho you know anything of the country between Condcbolin and Euabalong ? X have travelled over 
it often.
17S0. Tou are familiar wifb the route of the proposed railway ? Yes.
1781. "What is your opinion of that route? I think that if the Government want to spend money for 
fun they will construct a railway at once from Condobolin to Euabalong. If they want to do the country 
any good they will leave that line severely alone.
1782. You think it should not be constructed, even though it might be intended ultimately to extend it 
to Hillston ? I do not think it would be a desirable line, even if it came on to Hillston by that route.
1783. .And you have a thorough knowledge of that route ? Yes; I have ridden over it a good many times.
1784. Eor what distance out of Hillston are you acquainted with the country ? Fifty miles west, as far as 
you like to go north : past Yalgogrin, say, 70 miles eastward, and down towards Hay to the south. A 
radius of 200 miles, if you except the easterly direction.
1785. If a railway were constructed to Hillston, would any quantity of the wool which now goes to 
Melbourne come in this direction ? Most undoubted^ ; the wool now going to Melbourne would come to 
Sydney. Directly i heard the Com mil tee were coming here, ] made it my business to make inquiry upon 
that point. Four-fifths of the wool in the Hillston sheep district goes to Melbourne, and about on e-fifth to 
Sydney. The position would he just reversed if there were a railway to Hillston. Four-fifths of the wool 
would go to Sydney. A line by the route which has been suggested would be most centrally situated; 
it would servo both the pastoral country to the north and the agricultural country to the south.
178(5. "What land would be open to selection if you bad a railway? A very large area has recently been 
made available under homestead selection, and that would be taken up. In fact, once tbe Government 
promised a railway, the land would very soon he taken up. It would all be gone long before the railway 
reached tins point. I have commissions from both Victoria and South Australia. A man from South 
Australia and another man from Victoria have to-day applied for land here.
1787. Have you any .statistics showing the probable freight for a line from Hillston ? I gave those 
statistics to the last Sectional Committee which visited Hillston.
178S. And you do not desire to alter that evidence in any particular? Ko.
1780. Is your district retrogressing ? I think that, notwithstanding all the difficulties with which it has 
had to contend, it is going ahead. '
1700. IVJiat is your average rainfall ? I think the record for seven years gave about 17 inches annually.
Sometimes the rainfall has been as high as 25 inches, and it has been as low as 9 inches,
1701, Do you suffer very much now from the rabbit pest ? The rabbits are fewer now than 1 have seen them 
since 1870. I attribute tbe decrease partly to the drought and partly to those who have had to deal with 
them using the best methods of keeping them in check—that is. by wire-netting and by pbosphorised pollard.
1792. Are there any abandoned areas in tbe adjoining districts ? There are a good many on the very 
route you have described. Eor instance, at Hunthawong and Merri Merrigal; the whole of those areas 
would be put under profitable occupation if there were a railway.
1793. Is this a great sheep and cattle district? It is a great sheep-growing district. I do not know of
any better. I do not know of any more rapid fattening country than the Lachlan Valley, especially as you 
now see it. ■
1794. If there were a railway here do you think the meat-freezing industry would be entered into ? I 
know that a gentleman is prepared to start it immediately a railway is undertaken. He told me so, and I 
have no reason to doubt him.
1795. Do you grow mucb fruit here? "We grow good fruit, but we grow principally wheat. I do not 
ihink the country is suitable for fruit-growing away trom the river,
170G. Can ihe fruit crop on the river bo depended upon to any extent? I think so. I have seen good 
oranges and lemons growing there, also good grapes.
1797. Do you think the wine-making industry will ever become established here ? Hot to any extent.
1798. Have you formed any opinion as to ihe suitability of the district for the dairying industry? I 
think that dairying could he profitably associated with other industries. It would be necessary to preserve 
a supply of artificial teed.
1799. Suppose the boldines were 2,560 acres, do you think there would be much dairying in conjunction 
with other industries? Yes, 1 think I might say that there would. I think that in the country through 
which the suggested railway would pass even a smaller area than that which you mention would suffice.
Of "course, if ihe pastoral industry is to be associated with agriculture, the area would require to be 
bigger; but in country such as that which has been described between "Wyalong and Hillston a smaller 
area than 1,000 acres would keep a family. Those who have worked smaller areas have, as a matter of 
fact, been more successful than those who have worked larger ones.
1800. Do you agree with what the Inspector of Stock has told us as to the diversion of traffic to this
railway from other points? I concur in everything he said as to that matter. .
1801. Do you know the land between "Wyalong and Grenfell ? I have not travelled by that route, hut I
know Grenfell very well. The country there is very good. There are 68,000 acres under cultivation this 
year. It is a very good wheat-growing country, 1802.

* l '
' 53

E, IV. 
Stewart.
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R. W. 1802. Is there anything you would like to add to your evidence? I might add that some 5,000 acres of 
Stewa . land immediately surrounding the township of Hilieton have been exchanged, and have, therefore, become 
'^ ACrown lands, [tis being measured in blocks of from 5 acres up to 275 acres, and they will be available 

6 Oct., 1897. shortly. The town was shut in, and an exchange was made with a lessee to consolidate his holding. It 
will be a very valuable estate. ,
1803. Mr. Farnell.] At what price do you think wheat can be profitably grown here ? If there were a

■ railway here I think 2s. fid. a bushel would pay ; but I should not care about 2s. Gd. a bushel if we had
to drag the wheat 80 miles to a railway. To make certain of a fair profit I should say Ss, would be a- 
payable price in those circumstances. I. should be fairly satisfied with 2s. Gd. if I had a good lot of grain.
1804. Do you think the residents here would be prepared to pay local rates ? I have no doubt they would 

. be prepared to pay a fair thing. I should not like to commit myself to saying definitely what ihejr should
do ; but you may rely upon their doing what would be fair in (he circumstances. At the present time 
the cost of takingsheep from here to Sydney is about 2s. 2d. Wc have to pay £8 a truck from Carrathool, 
and I think people would bo willing to pay £9 a truck from here.
1805. What do you mean when you describe the suggested railway to Hillston as a national linb? By a 
national line I mean a. line which would serve to the best advantage the whole of the people—tbe cost being 
borne by the whole of the people.
1806. You think thai; the distance of Hillston from a railway centre has acted as a deterrent to settlement 
and to tho growth of cereals? I. am quite certain of it. The land is suitable enough for settlement- 
but it is the distance to market which has proved the drawback.
1807. Have you knowledge of any other produce besides wool aud wheat being grown in the district? 
Our staple products are fat stock, whea*-, and wool. All that we want is access to market.
1808. If you had an experimental farm iu the district, aud it was demonstrated that other produce eould 
be profitably grown, you think that, from the nature of the soil, there would be a groat deal of cultivation 
here ? I think an experimental farm might serve a good educational purpose.
]S09. Yon admit that experimental farms in other portions of the Colony have afforded good object 
lessons? Yes. • *
1810. If fruit-drying could be profitably carried on here, do you not think the local farmers would take 
advantage of knowledge gained in that direction by means of an experimental farm ? Certainly.
1811. What do you think it would cost to clear land here ready for the plough ? It would depend 
entirely on circumstances. In some places it might cost only 2s. fid. an aero, but if the timber were at all 
thick it would coat from 30s. to £2, and perhaps more.
1812. Do you think that having regard to that expenditure, and the original cost of the land, persons 
would be prepared to embark in agriculture with the prospect of 14* bushels to the aero and a price of, 
say, 2s. fid. a bushel ? It must not be supposed that the price would invariably be 2s. fid. a bushel. 
Settlers would have to go to work gradually preparing the land for tho plough. Most of the settlers- 
hereabouts do a tot of hard work themselves.
1813. Upon what acreage do you suppose a man could live comfortably in this district ? It depends upon 
the situation, but I should say from 500 acres to 1,500 acres. Hound about the town a mau could live 
well on 500 acres. 1 do not think you ought to allow him to have 2,5G0 acres anywhere near the town.
1814. Do you know whether any of the land through which a line from Koorawatha to Hillston would 
pass, is watered by creeks or tributaries of the Lachlan ? There is no water of any consequence along 
that route,
1815. It would be of no advantage, therefore, to construct weirs along the Lachlan to conserve water in 
creeks or billabongs ? There is one place where a weir might be of advantage, about 9 miles from here up 
the river. If water were conserved there a considerable area of low-lying land could be irrigated with 
advantage.
1816. What area would it irrigate? Certainly, 30,000 acres. A very large area is now covered iu flood 
time. I have seen very good results from an overflow of the river in this country.
1817. You think a weir would afford a permanent supply for irrigation? Thero is not sufficient water in 
the Lachlan to irrigate to any great extent, except for perhaps a period of six months in the year. When 
the river goes dry it is quite a common thing to make little dams across it to keep water for the town. 
ISIS. Mr. O’Connor.] You spoke a year ago of the probable returns to a railway to Hillston;—what 
would be the chief sources of traffic ? If tho railway were brought into this district, I think we should 
take wool off more than 1,000,000 sheep, although I take that number as the basis. Estimating that
100,000 of these sheep will he sent away as fat stock, and allowing Gk lb. as au average fleece, there will 
he something like 2,600 tons of wool from the 900,000 sheep that are left. This wool at the present time 
costs us £G, £7, and £8 a ton to land in Sydney, according to the distance which it has to travel; but, 
supposing the freight by rail was £G a tou, that would give a return to the railway of £13,000. How we 
pay £S per truck to send sheep from Carrathool, and it costs as £1 a hundred to send them to Carrathool. 
Instead of driving them over dry roads in hot weather we would rather pay £1 a hundred extra to the 
railway: that would mean for 100,000 fat sheep £9,000 revenue. In order to show the probable revenue 
that would be derived by the line, I have worked out certain figures which might be made larger, hut 
which, even if they are decreased, will still show a handsome income. I take 1,000,000 acres of land as 
the area that could be made available for close settlement, and better land is not to be found in Hew 
South Wales. The exact area would be 1,000,000 acres. That is tho area of land lying within 10 miles 
on each side of a line from Temora to Hillston, a distance of 130 miles. This country is valued by the 
Crown for homestead selections at from 7s. Gd. to 15s. an acre; but with a railway its value would be 
restored to £1 au acre. That would mean a revenue to the Crown of £12,500 in deposit money alone. 
After five years the Crown gives a certificate, and the payment is doubled, which would make the annual 
revenue £25,000. If from half this area 12 bushels of wheat an acre were obtained, there would he
6,000,000 bushels of wheat to send to the Sydney market. That, at 5d. a bushel, would give to the 
railways a return of £125,000.
1819. If a railway were constructed here you think that land which is now being sold by the Crown at 
15s. an acre would be sold at £1 an acre ? Yes.
1820. You think that if there were a railway here the deposits upon land of £12,500 would in five years 
be increased to £25,000 ;—the income to the Colony from the construction of a line being £125,000 & 
year ? Xes; upon that basis.

William
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William Thomas, farmer, Williama, sworn, and eNamiued: ■
1821. Mr. Jfamell.'] How long have you been resident in tiie district? About four years next February.
1822. "What is the extent of your holding? 5.000 acres. _ _ B 0ctj 1897<
1828. You are in the Western Division ? In the Central Division. ’
1824. How much of vour 5,000 acres have you under crop ? Eighty acres. . .. #
1825. You were examined by the Select Committee winch inquired into the construction ot a railway trom
Condobolin to Broken Hill ? Yes, _
1826. You endorse the evidence you gave on that occamon ? Yea, ^ _
1827. Had you any experience in’ farming before you came here? Yes ; in South Australia.
1828. How long were you there? Forty yeara.
1829. What acreage did you hold there? From 5,000 to 10,000 acres.
1830. What area had vou under cultivation ? From 500 to 3,000 acres. , . , , „ ,
1831. What was vour average yield ? In the early days we averaged ns high as 30 bushels ; hut
the average was somewhere about 4 bushels. When we got down to 4 bushels the land was exhausted it
was worn out. . i j. - n , p
1832. You have had a practical acquaintance with farming for a considerable timewhat is the value .oi 
the land here for wheat growinc compared with the land in South Australia upon winch you were 
located ? The quality of the land here is quite equal to that of South Australia. Some oi the land round

• _ ___ L O . _ k '1'L. ~ *..‘Us-.lsv d-t-un ln-n/4 11A f Ti’ilrtT* llfVI'n ft TT IIabout here is a great deal better. The whole ot the land between here and Yalgogrin and Eankin’s
Springs is first-class agricultural land. _ - -n i i o t
1833. Tou know’ it is proposed to construct a railway from Condobolin to Euabalong . J e@.
1834. Would that extension be of any benefit to you ? It would not benefit me at all. _ ij n -
1835. Jf any incentive is to be offered to settlement in this district by reason of a railway, it would have 
to be brought much further to the westward than Euabalong? Yes.
1836. If the district is to progress at all the railway must bo brought to Hillston ? Tes.
1837. You would be prepared to put a mucb greater area under cultivation than you at present have it
you had railway facilities ? Yes. • .
1838. What did it cost you, per acre, to clear the land ready for the plough , The land 1 have worked,
to tho best of my recollection, has cost me nearly £3 an acre,
1839. It was thickly timbered, I suppose? It is a scrub lease ; the timber was very heavy.
1840. Could that land be taken as a sample of tbe country round about here, or is it exceptional. i
is exceptional, I think. , , . , j
18Id. Even supposing it costs £3 an acre to clear the land, having regard to the conditions under which 
the class of land to which you refer can be taken up, you 'ihink persons would be induced to take it up 
and to put it under wheat if there were railway facilities here ? It would not pay a farmer to 1 
ns I have done, 'ihe proper way to clear the land here is to scrub aud ring it, and to let the timber 
dry ■ if that is done the laud can be cleared very much cheaper. In some cases it would cost from ls_ bd. 
to'2s. an acre to scrub and ring; it depends upon the density.of the scrub. When the timber has been 
riimed it must remain for ihree or four years ; it can then be cleared easily by fire. ,
1842 Chairman?, So that, although the operation is a longer one than the green clearing, it is equally 
successful and much cheaper ? Yes ; it is better to let tbe roots die. The green roots suck the life out 
of the soil i the soil becomes sour, and it wall take several years to sweeten it. It you scrub aud ring, 
the land undergoes a process of sweetening while the roots are dying.
1843. What has been vour average vield per acre? I have not yet been able to grow anything, ine 
rabbits took my first crop, and hist year J only got 3 tons off 30 acres. I was not wire-netted, and 
you cannot do anything in the way of cultivation hero unless you wire-net. It is a very hard place in 
which to make a start. The rabbits keep the country bare of feed, and there is no railway communication. 
In poor seasons you cannot get your stock away from the district.
1844. Have you anv stock on your holding? Only horses and a few cows.
1815. Do you think it is possible for mixed farming to
that it is. , . x ■> i • ii . f
1846 Do you think that if the district is proved to he all that it is represented to be in tho way or
wheat production, farmers will he induced to leave their exhausted areas in Soiith Australia and \ ictona 
and to come here ? I am quite sure of it; it is only the isolated position of the district which keeps
people away from it at the present time. ... . . , ,,
1817. Have you yourself been in communication with any people in the adjoining colonies who would 
come here if there were a railway ? Yes ; I know of several who would come over. .
1848. Do vou think persons here would be prepared to pay local rates ? I feel sure they would ; but in 
my opinion there would be no necessity for it. Even if we had to pay local rates wo should he m a better
position than we are in at the present time. J ^ T i
1819. Have vou made any experiments in fruit-growing? I myself have pot, but 1 know' that it is hrst- 
class vine country. The’country from Yalgogrin It Kankin’s Springs will produce vines to pertecnon. 
That is after they are established; they want a little bit of nursing to give them a start. _
1850. Do you think that raisins and currants could be profitably produced here ? T cs ; I am positive

1S51. At what distance from a railway eould a person profitably engage in agricultural, pursuits here ? 
A.t from 15 to 20 miles. The road carriage would be rather a heavy tax beyond that distance. .
1852. The cost of road carriage, between this point and the nearest railway point, prohibits agriculture .

1853. Arc there any other reasons you can adduce why a line of railway should bo constructed to
Hillston ? 1 think the close settlement which would follow would do away with the rabbits and wild
do"s I think a raihvay might be constructed from Temora to Hillston. There is a lot of unoccupied 
country between that point and Yalgogrin. Jf tho land were occupied, each occupier would have to keep 
down his own vermin, and wuld dogs would very soon become a thing of the past.
1854. Mr. Fegan.1 Your cultivation is in a wire-netted paddock ? Yes.
1855. Have you good prospects this season ? Yes ; the crop looks very well. , ,
1856. How far were yon from railway communication in South Australia. The railway went through 
Farrell’s Elat, and some of my property was on the Flat.

I have no sheep.
be carried on in the district ? I am satisfied
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'W. Xliomas. 

6 Oet.., 1897.

.1. R. Yareor.

7 Oct., J897

S0W far werc J"011 i’rom 1Barket ? I was about 90 miles from Adelaide, 
lour market was at Port Adelaide? Tes.

18o9. Even if a railway were brought to Hillston, you would uot be as near to railway communicatiou as 
you were m South Australia? Ho.
1890. But you would have a better market? Tes ; aud the soil is better.
18GL. Had you to deal with rabbits in South Australia? There were rabbits at Mount Bryan, another 
iarm J. unci.
1862, I suppose that £3 per acre would bo the maximum cost of your clearing? Tes.
Tea3' ^°U ^0U llave a PT0SPect °f making a better living than you eould make in South Australia ?

ISGd. Ton would not have come here if you had thought the soil would he as unproductive as it is in South 
Australia . 1 was. certain that it would he a great improvement.
1895. \ou do not fear any of the obstacles in your way here;—you think vou will he able to make a good
living r Certainly. " &
1896. Eailway esicnsion would make matters much easier for you ? Tes; I could go in for mixed farming.
1897. Are there many places in South Australia where the soil has been exhausted as in the district vou
have referred to . Tes; all the best lands in South Australia arc worn out. Thev are (miim into vine
yards and dairying, “ o D V
loco' -S t]’e k^,0st an^ lowest prico you have received for wheat ? Eight shillings and Is. lOd.
-Looj. What ts the present price in South .Australia,? It is pretty high now.
1870, I suppose you intend to fence the whole of your area ? Yes : with rabbit-proof neititm, and if ] do 
not get any neighbours 1 shall have to make tho fences dog-proof as well. 1 cannot keep the sheep there 
now ; it is all abandoned country round about mo. My nearest neighbour is 10 miles distant.

‘lre !fou from Hillston? .forty miles south-east from here, 
loir tt"ilk's .your nearest pastoral lease? i suppose Gunbar ; that would he about 40 miles. 
lo7d. How tar would Mr. Kennedy's line pass from your holding ? Eighteen miles to the south.

THURSDA7, V OCTOBER, 1897.
[The Sectional Committee met at the Court House, Hillston, at 9-45 a.m.]

’ Jlrrscut: —

THOMAS HEXEY HASSALL, Esq. (CnAioiAK).
The Hon. Dakivl O’C'osxor;. J Jon.v Lioxf.l IhiGa.v. Esq.

Ehakic Paiikell, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalonm

ago

Joseph Eowe Yareoe, farmer, Camp Bain, Hillston, sworn, and examined:—
1874. Chairman.'] Ton gave some evidence to a Sectional Committee here about twelve months 
connection with the proposed extension of the railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill? Tes.
1875. You confirm now what you said on that occasion ? Tes. '

^°L1 are f?(luainted with the proposal to extend the railway from Condobolin to Euabalong,J Tes
187;. Ho you think that will be the best route to adopt? J am not personally acquainted with the 
country between Condobolin and Euabalong, but 1 know it from hearsay. I have'travelled from Ynlhn 
thrv to Mount Hop'e, and I then passed through some very barren country, some of the worst I have seen 
m JNew South Wales. '
1878. Tou have a general knowledge of the country to the north of the river? Tes; I am told that a 
large extent of country cast from One Eye track past Euabalong for some miles is worthless 
1879 The great bulk of it is unoccupied at the present time ? 'Tes ; and in my opinion a railway would 
not bring it under occupation. ' J
188<X Do you think the proposed extension to Euabalong would benefit this district in any particular 
way 7 I do not think it would.
1881. Eor what reasons ? Euabalong is a good long way from here; it is too far to cart wheat
1882. Ton could not cart wheat from Euabalong to Hillston at a profit ? Xo ; we already have a line at
Carrathool, as near to us as a railway at Euabalong would be. *
1883 How far is it from here to Carrathool ? They call it SO miles; but I think it would be somethin- 
less than that m a direct line. °
1884. As a resident in this district engaged in farming operations, you do not think the proposed extension 
to Euabalong would benefit you or anyone else similarly situated ? Xo. Another thing to be remembered 

farming country is to the south of Hillston. We have to cart, our wheat some distance to
X should he nearer Carrathool, of course, hut further

if there were a railway there, than yon 
wheat-growing land is further on towards

very great disadvantage if

is that the
Hillston. I am 13 miles to the south of Hillston 
from Euabalong.
1885. You would have to cart your wheat further to Euabalong 
now have to cart it to Carrathool? Tes. Most of the c 
Carrathool.
1889. bo that in reality the bulk of the fanners in this district would he at 
they had to cart their wheat to Euabalong ? Yes.
1887. They would prefer to cart to Carrathool ? Tes.
1SS8. Is there much surplus wheat grown in this district ? A great quantity.
1889. And after supplying local requirements, the balance is sent to Sydney via Carrathool ? Tes 
SydneyearS ^ 1 BtUt ^ Wheat fc° yydne'V’ and ^ C0St me esactl-v ls- a bushel from my paddock to

1890. Ifou think the extension of a railway to Hillston would hoof great benefit to this part of the 
country ? Yes ; it would have the effect of settling a great manv farmers on the land. There ia a large

• c beautiful wheat-growing land which is now abandoned, "it is scrubby, timbered country but I 
think if it were tapped by a railway it would be all brought under occupation and cultivation ' ’

1801
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1S91. You tbink the cost of clearing the laud and preparing it for the plough would not he so great as to J. R. Vurcoo.
district, and 1 did it within £l an acre, including ringing and scrubbing. Of course, it had been lying 7 cctwiaw. 
live years since it was rung ; but, including everything, 1 cleared it at within £1 an acre.
1892, After ringing and scrubbing, you gave tho timber five years to die, and then you started to burn 
off and make the land ready for tho plough ? Yes ; it is now ploughed.
ISfbl. You agree with previous witnesses that it is better to clear the land gradually in that way;—the 
land becomes sweetened in the process? Y’es; it is very much easier to clear after the timber has been 
dead for some years. It is much better to clear the laud then than to clear it when the timber is in its 
green state. It would cost you about £4 an acre to clear some of the land here when the timber is green.
'When the timber is dead, by using a team of bullocks and pulling the trees down you can very soon get 
it cleared. I have cleared a great deal of ground, and I engaged a man to grub it by hand. It cost me 
about 30s. au acre, This year J have adopted a different method, and 1 have got the land cleared 
under £1.
1894. By which route do you think a railway should come to the Hillston district? I think it should go '
as far to the south as practicable. Most of the wheat-growing country lies to the south of the proposed
line.
1895. "Would the route described yesterday by Mr. Kennedy run pretty well iu the centre of the wheat
growing country ? Yes ; but there would be more wheat-growing land to the south of it than to the north.
1890. You prefer the route suggested in Mr. Kennedy’s report to an extension via Euabalong to 
Hillston? Yes; a line to Euabalong would not tap the good agricultural country ; it would keep to the 
north of it.
1897. In would be practically inaccessible to farmers in the Hillston district? Yes.
3898. By running a lino to Wyalong yon would traverse the wheat-growing country ? Yes ; Hillston is 
just on the margin of the wheat-growing country. The bulk of the land which would be taken up for 
agricultural purposes, and especially for wheat-growing, would lie to the south of the route described by 
Mr. Kennedy.
1899. In the event of that line being constructed in preference to the line to Euabalong, I suppose persons 
would adopt the method you have adopted of clearing, and, having taken up the land, they would, during 
tho construction of the railway, ringbark and scrub it so as to have it ready for the plough shortly after 
the completion of ihe hue ? I have no doubt that immediately it were understood that the railway was 
to be constructed, the whole of the land would bo taken up and prepared for cultivation where it was fit for 
that purpose.
1900. Do you tbink the railway would iuduce persons to come here and settle in any numbers? I am
certain it would. (
1901. Are you personally acquainted with any persons who would come hero ? Yes.
1902. What area do yon bold yourself ? 1,920 acres. I have 300 acres under crop this year, I have 700 
acres which have been ploughed and cultivated. I cultivate blocks alternately, year in aud year out.
1903. You do not crop one piece of land continuously for fear of wearing it out ? Kb; I fallow in the 
spring and crop the blocks alternately.
1904. You have altogether 700 acres cleared and ready for the plough ? Yes.
1905. Is the whole of your 1,920 acres suitable for wheat-growing? Yes.
3905. I suppose that if a raihvay vvere here, you would crop a larger area in rotation than you now do?
Yres; I should like also to get a liitle more land. ,
1907. If persons were able to obtain arbas of 2,5(50 acres, do you tbink they could profitably cultivate one- 
fourth of them year by year, working the blocks in rotation? Yes.
1908. How- long would the land last, cultivated under such conditions ? I have not boon cropping long 
enough to ascertain that by experience ; but I have not by any means worked out my own land yet.
1909. Land in South Australia and Victoria which has been under continuous cultivation for a series of 
years, bas become gradually impoverished ? Yes ; and 1 have no doubt that in course of time tho land 
hero would wear out. If blocks were cropped alternately it would last mucb longer. This country, how
ever, would be superior grazing country after it bad been worn out for cropping. T gave an old cultivation 
paddock two years’ spell somc time ago, and I bad my stock running on it. I found that it carried a great 
quantity, and that they got very fat. 1 killed a four-tooth merino wether which had been fattened there, 
aud it weighed, when dressed, 90 lb. I am certain it would be impossible to get that weight on ordinary 
grassed land.
1910. Have you cropped that land since ? Yes; 1 am cropping it now.
1911. Do you find that tho rest did it any good r The ground was always growing good crops; it was 
not worn out when I gave it a spell.
1912. Is the present crop as good as the first crop you put into it ? Not quite.
1913. Do yon not think scientific farming might be pursued with advantage in a district like this ? I 
have no doubt of it.
1914. You think a proper rotation of crops would keep the ground in good order for years? Yes.
1915. By continually cropping you gradually take away the elements required to bring tbe crops to 
perfection ? Yes ; I think it is a bad svstem.
1916. You tbink the establishment of an experimental farm in this district w'ould be of immense advantage 
as an object lesson, showing the farmers hero what they could most profitably grow ? It might be of some 
use ; but J am not very partial to experimental farms ; I think the expense of them is hardly compensated 
for by the good they do.
19L7. Do you not think they have done good where they have been established in other parts of the 
Colony ? J know that they liave done good.
1918. J suppose you know that persons who, as a rule, take up land have not had that extensive experience 
of farming which is desirable to enable them to carry on their operations to the best advantage ? Quite so.
1919. Would not the establishment of a school of agriculture in this district, therefore, be of great advan
tage to such persons ? No doubt it would be of some benefit; but, in my experience they would learn 
more from their neighbours than they would from experimental farms.
1920. There can be no doubt the country you have described is most admirably suited for agriculture?
Admirably". '

preclude its profitable occupation? No: this year 1 cleared some of the heaviest timbored land in tbe

2S2 (a)—H 1921.
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J. R. Varcoe. 1921, Aud at the present time it is covered with scrub and abandoned to rabbits and native dogs? Tes.
1922. Looking at the matter commercially, would you bo one of a- syndicate to construct a line to Hillston 

7 Oct., 1897. ag suggested ? I certainly would if I owned the land,
1923. Ton would regard it as a profitable investment ? Tes.
1924. What you as an individual would be prepared to do, you think the State might do ? Certainly.
1925. Is the wheat grown here of good quality? Tes ; it is fairly good ; it is a quality of wheat which is 
very much sought after through its being so very dry.
1926. Is the flour of good keeping quality? Tes ; very good.
1927. What is the average yield per acre ? From 12 to 14 bushels.
1923. Would that be a payable crop ? Tos ; that would pay at, say, 2s. a bushel.
1929. Anything from that upwards would pay well ? Tes ^of course, the 2s. would be on the ground.
1930. Do you wish to add anything to your evidence? I have found that vines do well here. Grapes 
can be grown successfully, and either dried as raisins or turned into wine. I myself have somc grapes

. growing, and they are doing very well. My fruit trees are also doing fairly well, but not as well as they 
would do in a more moist climate. They do very well in a wet season.
1931. I suppose they get stunted, and the fruit does not come to perfection ? Tea.
1932. Do onions grow well hero? Yes.
1933. And potatoes ? Ho ; vegetables generally require a great deal of water, and this climate is too dry 
for them.
1934. Do you think the dairying industry could be carried on profitably if there were a railway here to 
take away the produce ? Yes; during the fifteen years I have been here I have had cows in milk aud .1. 
found they do as well as they do in other places. I had experience in South Australia and Victoria, aud 
I found cows as profitable here as anywhere.
1935. Tou think, then, that dairy-farming might be carried on in association with wheat-growing and other 
pursuits? Tes.
1936. Do you think the extension of a railway to Hillston would divert much traffic from Victoria ? I 
think it would divert a good deal. I am not experienced in gra/.mg pursuits, but I can sec that a good 
deal of wool which now goes to Melbourne would go to Sydney if there were a raihvay here,
1937. Have you farmed iu South Australia ? Tes.
1938. Tou arc as well satisfied with the capabilities of this district as with the capabilities of that iu which 
you were faming in South Australia ? Yes; I am doing better now than 1. was doing there.-
1939. Mr. ]?arnell.~\ Is there a big area in the district cleared and ready for the plough ? Almost everyone 
is clearing round about here this year. They plough the land as they clear it; I have cleared about 70 
acres this year. It is all ploughed and ready for the crop next year,
1940. Tou think the Committea would be justified in recommending the raihvay on the score of the traffic 
which it would attract? Just so.
1941. Tou think that large areas would at once be brought into cultivation independently of an additional 
area which, under the process you have described, it would take five years to clear ? Yes ; I was referring 
to the thickly-timbered portions of the district. There is a great deal of laud here which needs very little 
clearing, and it is still lying idle. There are thousands of acres which require hardly any clearing.
1942. Tou think that immediately the railway was in course of construction this land would bo prepared 
for the plough ? Yes ; there would be a large increase iu the area under cultivation immediately a railway 
was started.

■ Arthur Caldwell Sawtell, police-sergeant, Hillston, sworn, and examined :—
A.C.Sawtel 1943. Chairman.] Tou are a police-sergeant stationed at Hillston? Yes; I have been here thirteen

--- , months ; 1 was previously at Jerilderie,
7 Oct., 1897 1944. Tou know the country from that point down to Tocumwal ? Tes,

1945. What arc the boundaries of your district here ? Our patrol district has a radius of 30 miles ; the 
district over which I have authority under the Health Act is 200 miles by 170; it goes from Ivanhoe to 
liankin’s Springs, and from near G unbar to The Hermitage railway station on tho Dourke line,
1946. Tour district includes'Luahalong? Tes. ■ -
1947. What is the distance between Gunbar and Mount Hope? Roughly speaking, 100 miles.
■1948. Do you know the population of the police district between these extreme points ? The patrol 
district has a radius of 30 miles ; that we give a population of between 1,300 and 1,400; tho population 
of the town would be about 550.
1949. Do you know the countrv through which the proposed line would run? I know it as far as 
Wollongough.
1950. At what other places have you been stationed besides Jerilderie? I have been at Ivanhoe, Silverton, 
Euabalong, Hillston, and Jerilderie during the last fifteen years.
1951. How long were you in tho Jerilderie district ? I was there for six years. ■
1952. What was the nature of the country there ? I consider that, taking the country eastwards from
here, it is superior to the country in the Berrigan district. It is rich loamy soil, and is superior to the 
soil in the Berrigan district. .
1953. Tou know that the Berrigan district is very prosperous ? It is ; they have a slightly heavier rain
fall—some 3 or 4 inches—thau we have, aud that I suppose is the cause.
1954. Do you think that railway communication hero would bring about much increase of settlement? 
I do not hesitate to say it would. There is at present over-production, and wheat has to ho sent to the 
metropolis, involving very expensive haulage.
1955. Have any farmers come from the adjoining colonies to this district in search of land ? I know 
that persons have been here from the other colonies inquiring for land.
1956. What area of land would bo sufficient to enable a man of limited means to get a living for himself 
and family ? I think 320 acres of agricultural land in this district would be adequate for the main
tenance of a family.
1957. Tou think a farmer here would also grow wool ? Two acres would grow enough flour for his
family for one year; 320 acres would give him a decent margin for the maintenance of a family. I might 
say that last year the returns were small; the actual returns of hay aud grain were very poor. In our 
patrol district there were 5,064 acres under grain, and they had only 36,000 bushels ; that would be under 
8 bushels per acre. “ 1958.
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It was an exceptionally poor season ? Tes ; it came in very hot, and the grain soon shrivelled up. A. C. Sawtell. 
We had 3,840 acres under hay, yielding 2,000 tons, or not quite 1 ton per acre. There is in the pastoral 
district 222,0X3 acres of freehold, and 894,804 acres of Crown lands. Judging from the map before you . 0'• 
there is a lot of alienated country round about Hillston, but going eastwards the unalienated area is 
greatly in excess of the alienated area. The quantity of Crown laud would he four times that of the 
freehold land.
195!). "What is the quality of the land betwreen here and "Wyalong ? I was a farmer in my young days, 
and I have a slight knowledge of good soil. I know that the soil between here and Wyalong is superior 
to the soil going west or north. '
19G0. Have you anything to add to your evidence? I have been in several places where a railway has 
been opened, and I know what a civilising effect it has had. I was hero some thirteen years ago, and the 
district has since retrogressed. I suppose many persons have left the district, being heartily sick of 
asking for a railway. Nothing would give such an impetus to the place as a railway. The population 
has gone back since I was here thirteen years ago.
19G1. You attribute the decrease in population to tho fact that persons have become disheartened in not 
obtaining railway communication ? X am quite certain that, together with rabbits, has had a serious effect.

• Hubert Stewart Varcoe, farmer, Newlyn, Hillston, sworn, and examined:—
19G2. Mr. Fegan.~\ How long have you been in the district ? X^ifteen years.
1963. Where do you come from ? Prom Deneliquin ; I wr.s farming there.
1964. Bo you Itnow that proposal to construct a line from Condobolin to Euabalong ? I have heard of 
it, hut I do not know much of that part of the country.
1905. Do you know the country from here to Cudgellico ? I know a good hit of the country for 30 miles 
north of the river, say—as far as Eoto.
I960. Do you know anything of the country between Hillston and Wyalong ? Not further than Monia 
Hap, ■
1907, How ifiany acres have you? 1,280 acres; 1 have 400 acres under wheat, and I have been farming 
here for fourteen years.
1968. You have a selection ? Yes.
19G9. Are you in scruby country ? Some of it is open country, some of it is almost plain, some is thinly 
timbered, and other parts thickly timbered.
J070. What sort of country was the 400 acres you have now under cultivation ? Thero were clumps of 
pine and yarran upon it; some of it was very thickly scrubbed, and on other parts there was scarcely any 
scrub at all.
1971. Why did you start there rather than in the plain country? The plain country was interspersed 
amongst clumps of timber.
1972. The portion you put under cultivation was not so thickly timbered as was the remaining portion ? 
It was not so thick taking it all through.

, 1973. Your fifteen years’ experience gives you a fair idea of the cost of ringbarking and preparing for the 
plough ? Yes.
1974. WiH you be good enough to give the Committee an approximate estimate? Most of my land could 
he cleared for about 5s. an acre, and the very thickest of it for 15s., but I do not mean to clear it straight 
away.
1975. You mean to ringhark the timber, to,let it stand for four or five years, and then to burn it off?
Yes. *
1976. How long would it take you to got a crop in, dealing with the timber in its green state ? I could 
have the land under crop next year; thero is a lot of pine scrub, and you can pull that out with a team of 
horses after a shower of rain.
1977. The pino scrub can ho pulled out in a green state ? Yes.
1978. How much would it cost to clear the more thickly timbered portions of your holding in the green 
state ? I do not think it could be done under £2 an acre.
1979. A.t the outside it would not cost more than £2 10s. ? That would be tho outside price.
1980. Tor how many years have you grown wheat? Fourteen years.
1981. And how many seasons out of the fourteen have you had failures? We had one in 1888, hut that 
was as much through the rabbits as through the dry weather. Hut for the rabbits wo should have had 
some crop.
1982. You lost that crop chiefly through the rabbits, you think? Yes.
1083. What is your average yield ? From 12 to 13 bushels. Our best return would bo about 24 bushels, 
and our lowest about 9 bushels.
1984. Do you grow wheat continuously, or in alternate years? Continuously.
1985. Do you not find that year by year the productive capacity of tho land is decreasing ? A little, but 
not a groat deal. I have ono paddock turned out this year for the first time. Fast year it yielded throe 
bags, and it was cropped for thirteen years continuously. The three hags was above my average all 
through.
1986. Taking the fourteen years, you have not found much difference in the productive capacity of the 
soil ? No.
1987. But, as an experienced farmer, you know that ultimately a decrease must come if wheat is 
continuously grown upon the same area ? Yes.
1988. Where do you send your wheat ? To Sydney via Carathool.
1989. Is any sent to the local mill? Very little.
1990. Why? Because they do not need it. There is more than enough wheat grown locally to 
supply the mill.
1991. Will you tell the Committee at what price you can grow wheat profitably ? For about 2s. 3d, I 
should not care to grow it for less than that, although I have sold it for less.
1992. You have sold it for Is. S^d. ? Yes,
1993. What has been your best price ? Four and sixpence.
1994. What is your road carriage to Carrathool? About 6d, per bushel. It costs me about lid. a bushel
to get the wheat to Sydney. 1995.

E. S. Varcoe.

7/OcCl397.
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K. S. Varcoe, 1995. If a railway were constructed to Hillston, at what 'price do you think you would he ahle to get
" iTT^iso? ^our w^ieal; 1° Sydney ? I do not know, but I should say it would be much cheaper than the price avo / uct., isy?. have to pay now,

1900. What would you espect to have to pay ? I suppose we should be able to get our wheat to Sydney 
for 6d. per bushel, or a little over, '
1997. Supposing that it were found that the railway would not pay working expenses and interest, do you
think the farmers round about Hillston would be willing to pay local rates ? 1 cau only speak for
myself; as long as the rates were not excessive I should not mind.
1998. You would not object if you could get the wheat carried cheaper than you now get it carried by 
road and rail ? Ho.
1999. Ho you grow anything else besides wheat ? A neighbour of mine is growing barley, oats, and 
maize this year, and they seem to be all doing well.
2000. Ho you know the number of acres he has under crop ? No; it is only a small plot—an experiment. 
I am experimenting in a small way with lucerne.
2001. How have you succeeded P I was rather late in sowing ; some of it is doing well, other parts are 
not doing well.
2002. Hoes lucerne generally do well in this district ? It lias never been tried, except in small plots.
2003. In what direction is your holding from Hillston P It is nearly due south, perhaps slightly to the 
west.
SOOt. How far would you he from the suggested railway ? About 20 miles; Hillston would he my nearest 
point.
2005. No matter by what route a railway came to Hillston you would he within 20 miles of it P Yes,
2006. Have yon your holding fenced ? Yes ; but the fencing is not all rabbit-proof—some of it is six-wire
fencing, and some is wire-netted. ■
2007. How many acres have you which is fenced in with rabbit-proof fencing? G10 acres ; my cultivation
paddock is included in that. * 1
2008. Have you many rabbits? No; they are very scarce now.
2009. Chiefly on account of the drought? Yes, .
2010. 1 suppose, in view of your past experience, you would not put in any more wheat without having

. the paddock rabbit-proof fenced ? No. -
2011. I suppose it is your intention when you can afford it to fence the whole of your holding with rabbit- 
proof fencing ? Yes.
2012. Ho you think that by poisoning and rabbit-proof fencing you would be able to cope with the rabbits ? 
Yes.
2013. They do not give you the same anxiety as they formerly gave you ? No.
20M. And you believe that with rabbit-proof feueing you would be able to completely master tbcm?
2015. Had you any cattle or sheep on your holding? I have a few cattle—about twenty head—but no
sheep at present.
2016. Bo you think you would increase your stock if there were a railway here ? No ; I should put more 
land under crop.

* 2017. You think that would pay much better than cattle or sheep ? On small holdings, yes.
2018. How is your run watered? By wells and tanks.
2019. How far do yon have to sink for water? About 100 feet.
2020. Bid you do the sinking yourself ? Yes. It costs me about 10s. a foot; wo go through claw of all
kinds. '
2021. Bo you get good water at that depth ? It is brackish ; but the stock will take it.
2022. It is of no use for irrigation purposes ? . I do not think so.
2023. I suppose you have not tried deeper than 109 feet ? No; there seems to bo the same level of 
water all through this country.
2024. Have you grown any fruit ? I tried it; but it did not do well. I tried peaches, pears, apricots, 
oranges, quinces, and grapes. They did well at first, but in 1888 they seemed to get stunted ; the white 
ant then started to eat them, and killed them off. I have not tried growing any since.
2025. Where do you buy your fruit ? Most of it comes from Sydney; plenty of fruit is grown locally in 
the season.
2026. You think with closer settlement, such as would bo induced by a rail wav, you would suffer less loss
from dogs and rabbits ? Yes, '
2027. You think a line in this district would ultimately pay ? 1 have not the slightest doubt of it.
2028. And that this would become a huge wheat-producing district? I am quite sure of it,
2029. Bo you wish to add anything else to your evidence? I know' a place in the malice country, about
20 miles south-east from here. It ivas rolled down at about this time of the year, and was under crop in 
the following April, at a cost of about ds. an acre. ’
2030. You think that if there were a railway here persons would be induced to take up abandoned resumed 
areas which contain, malice ? I think that as soon as a definite promise of construction was given the 
land would he rushed.
2031. ’Where do you think the people wmuld come from? A good many, I think, would come from 
Yietoria. I know they are coming from Yictoria now.
2032. Are any of your friends in South Australia making inquiries about land in this direction ? One or 
two have done so.
2033. Where do you think the persons would come from who would settle in this district? I am going 
chiefly by what I have seen when railways have been thrown open in other parts of the Colony.
2034. You think that is a fair criterion of what is likely to happen here ? I do.
2035. Bo you think dairying operations could be carried on profitably? I do ; I dairy myself, to a 
certain extent. We make our own butter, and wre can do fairly well in cool weather,
2036. Bo you think you would have a good market at IVyalong for dairy produce? Brom what I have
heard of the Wyalong country I do not think it would be very long before they would produce all they 
required themselves. ■
2037. What sort of potatoes are you growing? They are called the “Federation.”

2038,
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2038. Arc they a kind of Early Hose? Tes, I think so; I got them from Anderson, the seed merchant, & S. Varcoe. 
in Sydney. ■ s
2038. This is the first time you have tried them ? Tes. 7 0ct'’
20-10. What area have you under potatoes ? Abouf a quarter of an acre. ,
2011. And having regard to the small quantity of rain you have had, they are looking very well ? Tes, 
quite as well as one could expect.

Alexander Cameron, homestead lessee, Murrimbong, Mossgiel, sworn, and examined:—
2012, Mr. Far n ell What area hare you ? 10,240 acres. My brother is in partnership with me; he has A, Cameron,
another lease of equal extent adjoining mine. \
2013. Ton gave rather lengthy evidence before tho Sectional Committee at Mossgiel, which inquired 7 0ct'»1897- 
into the proposed extension of the railway from Condobolin to Broken Ilill ? Tes.
2041. Do you adhere to the statements you made on that occasion ? 1 think they were fairly correct.
2015. Ton know that this Committee is inquiring into a proposal to construct a line from Condobolin to 
Euabalong? Tes.
2016. Can you tell the Committee wdiat bearing tho construction of that line would have upon the
development of the country in tho Mossgiel district? I think the extension would, undoubtedly, have 
the eftect of developing the country out west, It would afford us a means of getting our wool and 
produce to market at a cheaper rate. Persons would also be able to get fat stock awav. I think tho 
railway would have a good effect. '
2017. Because it would lessen your road carriage to Condobolin by IS miles ? Tes; we should benefit 
to that extent.
2048. Do you think the Government would be justified in extending the railway to Euabalong without 
making Hillston the objective point ? 1 do not think so.
2019. Why do you think the line should be extended to Hillston? It would have the effect of putting 
under cultivation a large area of country which is now comparatively worthless. The resumed areas which 
are now out of occupation would be occupied; and the closer settlement which would follow would he a 
means of keeping the rabbits in check, The railway would also afford facilities to persons far west of 
Hillston, not only to get fat stock to market, but—and that is sometimes of greater importance—to get 
them out of the district in the time of drought, lu our district we consider that in the time of drought 
our stock are practically yarded. We cannot get them away. If a drought comes the stock must die.
We can struggle on by cutting scrub for them ; but as for getting them out of the district, that is impossible.
1 think that a railway would he extensively used in a time of drought for tho conveyance of stock to 
country whore there is feed. ‘
2050. Do you know tho country between Euabalong and Hillston ? Yes.
2051. Which do you think would be the better country to go through—from Euabalong to Hillston, or 
from Wyalong to Hillston? You would pass through better country in coming from Wyalong to 
Hillston. A greater portion of land is alienated between Euabalong and Hillston than between Wyalong 
and Hillston.
2052. You think the jam! between Wyalong and Hillston is also superior—that it would be more easily 
worked and brought into use, and that more land would be available ? Yes; there is more available land 
suitable for wheat-growing.
2053.. But you would be prepared to support any railway providing you got it to Hillston ? It would 
certainly be advantageous, so long as it connected us with Sydney. It would, of course, he better to have 
a railway from Condobolin to Hillston than to have no railway hero at all.
2054. But on national grounds you advocate tho Wvalong route ? Tes.
2055. You thiuk that Grenfell, in the near future, will be entitled to railway communication, and that 
Wyalong will also be entitled to it, and that a railway passing through both places to Hillston would meet 
all. requirements from a national standpoint ? Tes.
2056. What about the traffic on a line to Hillston ? I think that if a line were constructed to Hillston,
a large quantity of wool would go to Sydney by that line, which now goes down the Mumtmbidgee to 
Melbourne—a very large quantity indeed. '
2057. What quantity do you suppose there would be ? I thought it out a little while ago. From the 
nortli side of the Lachlan I reckon that 10,000 bales would go.
2058. What is the average return of wool within 20 miles of Mossgiel ? 4,000 bales, perhaps.
2059. Where docs that wool now go to ? Some of it to Melbourne, and some of it to Sydney.
2060. I suppose tho major portion of it goes to Melbourne ? I think so.
2061.. Notwithstanding the inducements offered by the Victorian Government, you think it quite possible 
that if a railway were constructed here the Sydney market would be largolv used ? I think so. One largo 
owner told me on tho day on which I started to come here that he had 40,000 or 50,000 sheep, giving 500 
or. 600 hales of wool, which always goes to Melbourne; be said that if a line were constructed to 
Hillston he would send his wool.to Sydney, because he would have only 60 miles of cartage against 130.
2062. Can you give me any particulars as to road carriage in your district? The road carriage to Hay 
varies from £3 to £5 10s.; tho old union rate was £5 10s, Mossgiel is 100 miles from Hay.
2063. What do you estimate as being the chief drawback to-settlement in your district? Insufficient 
means of transit, as regards agricultural settlement.
2064. Do you think it probable that within a reasonable time after the construction of a railway to . 
Hillston, there would be rapid agricultural developments in your district ? I think so.
2065. Have you had any experience in farming? Not a great deal. I have always grown a little stuff 
for my own use, but I am not a farmer.
2066. Dp you think it likely that mixed farming could he carried on successfully in your district if you
had facilities for.reaching market ? Yes; I think dairying, combined with wheat-growing, could be varv 
successfully carried on. ’
2067. Ton have some idea of the cost of clearing land ? I have.
2068. What would he the highest and lowest prices paid? It would vary from almost nothing up to £3 
per acre.
2069. How long do you tliink it would be before the present area settled would be trebled or quadrupled 
if a railway were constructed ? It would certainly, I think, bo quadrupled in three or four years.

2070.
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A. Cameron, 2070. You think there is sufficient available land to ensure that a large volume of traffic would be brought 
^le ProPosc(l railway almost immediately after its construction? Not immediately, perhaps; but 

7 ct., 8 . there would be a large increase of traffic immediately people had time to get to work upon the laud.
2071. There would be no need to wait for five or ten years for the traffic? Certainly not.
2072. Supposing the Hallway Commissioners thought it advisable to impose what is known as local rates 
upon the section between Koorawatha and Hillston, or upon whatever point the line might touch tho 
railway system, do you think the people here would be prepared to pay them? Judging Irom my own 
feeling in the matter, I think they would be. 1 myself would be prepared to pay rates a little higher 
than usual,
2073. It would he a question whether the local rates were cheaper than road and railway carriage in 
another direction ? Yes.
207d. Until a line proved itself fairly remunerative you think, then, there would he no objection to pay 
local rates to make up interest and working expenses ? Judging from my own feeling in the matter, 
there would certainly be no objection.
2075. TVhere do you send your wool? I am sending it to Sydney; and some years I send it to Melbourne 
and others to Sydney.
2076. What would be a reasonable area to allow for the making of a living ? Nothing less than 640 acres 
for agriculture.
2077. Are there any signs of mineral deposit in your district ? I would not say (hat it is a mineral 
district; it is not prospected. A little to the north of us there is a little mineral-looking country—on 
towards the Mount Hope country. There,is plenty of mineral land between "Wyalong and Hillston.
2078. Do you think the establishment of an experimental farm in the district would be productive of 
much good ? Yes, I think so. Having regard to what these'farms have done in other places, I think 
one hero would have a very beneficial effect.
2079. Ho you think the putting of a series of weirs on the Lachlan would induce much settlement? It 
would be of advantage to those in the immediate vicinity of the weirs ; but I have not a very great opinion 
of weirs. We have had a weir on the Willandra Billabong for about throe years. About three months 
after it was constructed the water came past Mossgiel, but it has not since come there. That, of course, 
is not due to the weir, but to the fact that there has not. been much rain.
2080. Is there anything you would wish to add to your evidence? I would like to impress upon tho 
Committee the vast importance of a railway here to graziers out west, as regards getting away their stock 
in time of drought. It is a matter of much greater importance than many people suppose. We have 
already passed through a terrible drought in our district. You will remember that heavy rains fell in 
June in the Central Division ; when thero was plenty of grass there our sheep were absolutely dying, 
and did die in thousands. "We had very little rain out our way ; they got rain higher up the Lachlan 
months before we got it, and had we had the means of getting our stock away to places where rain had 
fallen, we should have saved tens of thousands of sheep which actually died on our holdings,
2081. Chairman] Could you have got the sheep from where they were depastured to Hillston? Yes, wo 
would have got them so far ; we should have lost a few, of course, hut a great many would have been saved.
2082. I suppose that the evidence you are now giving applies to the whole of your district ? ■----
2083. Another advantage of a railway to Hillston would be that you would be able to send away small 
lots of fat stock which you cannot send away at the present time? Yes; that would be a great 
advantage. In the immediate vicinity of Hillston a very profitable trade would be done in fat lambs. 
Such a trade is out of the question without a railway.
2084. Do you think there is any probability of freezing or tinning works being started here if there were 
a railway ? I think it quite possible.
2085. The district is not so much noted for fat stock as it is for wool ? At times stock fatten here very 
well indeed. North-west from the Lachlan towards Mossgiel is all fattening country.
2086. Mr. O'Connor.'] 1 suppose if settlers here went into it properly they could produce fat stock equal
to those produced in any part of the Colony ? Yes. " ,
2087. Chairman.] And you think it quite possible that with railway facilities there would bo a considerable 
traffic in chilled meat ? Yes.

Bernard Wright Doyle, farmer, Grunbar, sworn, and examined:—
B. W. Doyle. 2088. Chairman.] I presume you have given the proposal before the Committee some consideration ? Yes.

2089. Would a line from Condobolin to Euabalong be of any benefit to settlers in your locality? None 
7 Oct., 1897. whatever.

2090. Would the extension of that line to Hillston he of any use to them ? That would be of great benefit,
2091. What is you holding ? 8,200 acres.
2092. How much of that area have yen cultivated ? 500 acres.
2093. Are there many other farmers in your locality? There are a few, but they are scattered.
2094. What would be, ajrproximately, the size of their holdings ? They would average 1,000 acres.
2095. I presume you combine agriculture with grazing? No; I just run a few killing sheep. I 
confine myself principally to farming.
2096. Where do you get your market ? We truck at Carrathool to Sydney.
2097. What is your distance by road to Carrathool ? Eifty-three miles.
2098. At what distance would you he from the railway at Hillston ? Twenty-two miles.

• 2099. I presume you find the road carriage to Carrathool a heavy handicap? Yes ; it isOd. per bushel,
| As matters now stand, we must send our wheat away direct out of the paddock, whether the market is 
good or not. With a railway here, we could store or scud wheat away as we liked. The distance would 
not be so great, and there would be a means of getting the produce away.
2100. So that you could farm to better advantage ? Yes. ■
2101. The construction of a railway would be an inducement to other persons to settle in your district ? 
Yes.
2102. Do you think an extension from Hillston via Euabalong will be the best railway to construct in
tbis district ? No. ,
2103. "What route would you suggest? I think a railway should take the route suggested by Mr. 
Kennedy.
2104. That would open up an enormous area of wheat-growing country ? Yes. 2105.
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2105. Hiivo you resiilcd long in the district ? Pifteen years. B. W. Doyle.
2100. You are very well satisfied with your prospects ? Yes. _
2107. Notwithstanding the difficulties with which you have to contend, you manage to struggle along ? c * 
Yes,
2103, Your experience in farming is confined to this district? Yes.
2109. At what distance from the railway line do you think an agriculturist could work a farm profitably?
Twenty-five miles. _
2110. You corroborate the evidence of the previous witness as to the general resources of the district?
Yes.

William Smith Arnott, post and telegraph master, Hillston, sworn, and examined:—
2111. Mr. O'GonnorJ] For how long have you been stationed here ? A year and nine months. W, S. Arnott.
2112. You know the object of our visit here ? Yes. ,r—
2113. Have you prepared a return showing the business done in your office? I have prepared a return 7 Oct-j IW- 
showing the business done during 1896. The letters posted were, approximately, 87,(12(1; the number of
money orders issued was 929, and the number paid, 29(i; the number of deposits in the Government 
Savings Bank was 289. and the amount of the deposits £3,147 Is. 2d. ; the number of telegrams sent was 
5,520, and the number received, 5,302 ; the revenue received from all sources was. approximately, £1,387.
2114. And last year was a comparatively bad year on account of the drought? Yes.
2115. Where were you before y.ou came to tho post-office here ? 1 was in the head office in Park-street.
211G. You have had an opportunity of observing strangers who have come into the district? Yes.
2117. Have you heard them express auy opinion as to settlement here? Yes. Our great want is a 
railway, and I do not think there will be much settlement until we get it.
2118. Jf you had a railway you thiuk the district would be much improved ? Undoubtedly.
2119. Chairm<m.~\ lias tho district advanced or recoded since yoa came here? 1 think it 1ms slightly 
advanced. The business of the post-office this year is a little iu excess of that of last year.
2120. It shows that the district would be a progressive one, you thiuk, if there were railway facilities ?
It is undoubtedly progressive.

Benjamin Varcoe, miller, Hillston, sworn, and examined :—
212 L. Chairman.'] You gave evidence as to the extension of the railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill ? B. Varcoe.

2122. You confirm that evidence, and you desire to express an opinion with regard to the proposed 7 Oct., 1897.
extension from Euabalong ? Yes. _ , '
2123. Mr. Fcgan.] I understand that you have been residing in the district twenty years ? I have been 
fifteen years in this district.
2124. And you are the owner of the local mill? Part owner.
2125. Is it in the hands of a company ? There are four of us—myself, my brother, Mr. Fullarton, and
Mr. Lynn. .
212G. Have you carried on farming operations ? Yes ; I started here as a farmer.
2127. Have you any land now ? Yes ; in conjunction with my son, Robert Varcoe, who was examined 
here to-day.
2128. What was your return last year from milling ? I thiuk in the present year we have milled about 
400 tons of flour.
2129. You remember the evidence you gave before the previous Sectional Committee? Yes; Ido not 
think I could add much to it.
2130. Is your mill kept fully going during the wheat season ? No ; since we have had the mill we have 
not worked, on the average, four months a year. We hare not the output; we do not send any away ; 
we only put through what is sold locally. We do not send auy to Sydney; the carriage would be too 
expensive.
2131. You could not compete with other centres on account of the road carriage and the railway freight ?
No; the distance is too great.
2132. Do you know the country between here and Euabalong ? I have been over it; but I cannot say I 
am well acquainted with it.
2133. You know the proposal before the Committee ;—wo should like yonr opinion in regard to it? I 
do not think the railway would be at all beneficial to this part of the country ; it would not affect us in 
any way. Wo should still deal with Carrathool.
2134. You know there is an agitation on foot for the extension of the railway from Wyalong to Hillston ?
Yes; I think it would be a very good line.
2135. What would your machinery and plant turn out a year, if you had access to market by an inexpen
sive route ? Wc could turn out 40 tons ,of flour a week, or 4 sacks an hour.
2136. Your present market would be considerably enlarged if a railway wore brought to Hillston? Yes ; 
we should have the Sydney market to which to send all our surplus, and it would pay us better then to 
keep the mill constantly at work.
2137. What are you paying tho farmers now for their wheat ? Ever siuee wo had tho mill, we have
generally kept at 6d. below Sydney quotations. The farmers, of course, would like us to take ali their 
wheat, but wo are not iu u position to do so. *

David
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David Gormly. Eond Engineer and Council Clerk to the Municipal District o£ Hillston,
sworn, and examined :—

D. Gornily. 213S. Chairman.'] You have collected some information for tho Committee? Yes; I have the following 
' particulars :—

7 Oct, 1897. , Municipal District ok Hillston,
Incorporated, ILth December, 1SSS. Area, 50 square miles—32,000 acres, made up as follows

Acres.
Alienated, and under lease.......................................................................................................................... 14.440
Lands reverted to the Crown thiough exchange, and now being surveyed for sate........................... 5.72S
Town lands mostly surveyed in J acre allotments (sold)  ............................................................... 500
Other _Crown lands, including temporary common, reserves, stock routes, loads, &e................. 11,312

Total. 31,930

Number of binldiwjs vikkm a radius of 1 mite of the Post Office.
Dwellings and residences .......................... 113
Combined shops and dwellings .................. 16
Hotels ........................................................... 4
General stores................................................ 4
Other shops and business places................. 14
Patent roller Itourinill ................................. 1
Brick making premises.......,........................ 1
Public buildings—

Court-house (including lands)
Olfice, &c.......................................... 1
Gaol ............................................. 1

Police station......................................... 1
Pest office ............................................. 1
Schools..................................................... 2

Churches....................................................
Hospital .............................................................
Convent .....................................................
Council Chambers, including Free Public 

Library and M eelmnics’ Institute.,.

Total number of buildings (town)

Txo. buildings outside town boundaries—
Dwellings ..........................................
Hotels ..................................................
■Wool-scouring establishment..........

Total number of buildings (Municipality)

3
I
I
1

165

27
2
1

195
Popidaiion.

Estimated population Gth October, 1897. Town.................................................................................... 66)
Outskirts ............................................................................ J38

Total................................. 794
As per ccusus 1891............................................................ ........................................................................... 741

Number of electors on municipal roll.
No. of electois on the roll, 1st February, 1897 ........................................................................................ "31

Values.
Estimated capital value (on 2nd February, 1S97) of the freehold of improved property.................. £106,133
Capital value of the freehold of unimproved property on the 2nd February, 1897 .......................... 18,024

Estimated capital value of the freehold of all ratable property ........................................................ £124,167
As\tssmenl and rate, 1897-8.

Assessed annual value of buildings, &c...........................  ....................................................................... £4,832
Assessed value of unimproved lands (5 per cent, of capital)................................................................. 901

Total................................ £5,733
Genera! rate (no special rales) Is. in £............................................................................................... £280 13 0

Roads, streets, lanes, and j'ooljxilhfi.
Length and estimated value—

rnllcs chains

7
15

1
3 Bridges and culverts ........

Total 52 43 Total value........................................................................
Municipal revenue.

£225
840
600
330

1,200
710

£3,025

Municipal revenue for the past year from all sources. £389 6 1

2130, JUr. Jtirnell.] You have given us your assets, but what about the debit side of the account ? Wc 
have nothing to speak of on that side. Wo have no loans or other indebtedness. We have a very small 
current account. ^
2140. You have no debentures running? No. _ _ _
2141. According to the figures you have given there has been an increase in your population of sixty in 
six years ? Yea.
2142. How long have you been here ? Seven years. '
2143. From your knowledge of the district what would you say were tho causes of its want of progress?
I think the want of railway communication has been the main cause. _
2144. You think that if there were railway communication there would he rapid agricultural develop
ments ? I am sure there would. ^
2145. You are suffering from the want of facilities to get your produce to market ? Yes.
2146. Do you think a railway to Hillston would be largely used for the transfer of starving stock to
districts where there is good feed ? Yes. ^ _
2147. Would it also he a means of diverting to New South Wales traffic which now goes to Yictoria?
Yes; besides creating new traffic. _
2148. Do you know the country between Wyalong and Hillston ? I know it about Wyalong and 
Hillston, hut that is all.
2149. You do not think that the proposed extension from Condobolin to Euabalong would materially
benefit the Hillston district ? 1 think not. ^ _ _ _ _ _
2150. Do yon think that extension would divert any traffic from Yictoria ? No; it might take a little 
wool which now reaches the New South Wales railway system at other points, but that would he all.

2151.
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*.]51. 'i ou think there might he some ustiGeatiou for the extension to Eimbalong if Hillston were 1). Gormly. 
considered the objective point? Yes.
21,32. Has the cut ire district progressed during the seven years you have been here? Jt has progressed 7 Oct., 1807. a good deal in agricultural settlement. ^ j i
"J dbcie is an indication that tltose who have settled here are satisfied with the returns they are 
ohtammg from the soil ? Yes ; they appear to he well satisfied.
“ 'J~' -*-’0 think that if a railway were constructed to Hillston there would bo much increase in the 
se . emcm here from the other colonies ? I believe that if there were a railway a. great many persons 
would come here, especially from the Wagga district. During a recent visit to that district I drew the 
attention of persons there to the land on this side, and they said, “ Wait till you get a railway, then 
we^will very soon come across.” ’ ^
2155. Do you think the persons in this district would be prepared to pay local rates if they were not too 
excessive. 1 tlimk they would be glad to pay a little extra m consideration of railway convenience,
f ■, 18 j anything you cap add to your evidence ? No; except that I think the dairying industry in 
c'r "j j’0011/c?rs could be carried on here well. They might conserve fodder for bad years; any quantity

0 odder plants will grow here. I have tried a small pafcdi of lucerne, and it seemed to do very well.
1 aiigeM\ urzel, and kale, and other plants of the kind will do very well without irrigation. Grape-vines 
a so seem to thrive here, and in a fair season fruit-trees generally do well. The great point, of course, is 
proper cultivation. If the soil here is properly cultivated it will produce almost anything.
7, Vo you think mixed farming could be successfully carried on in the district? Yes; I think if 

^ ere were close settlement wo should also have a better chance of getting rid of the rabbits and other 
usrmm. \\ ater can be got at a depth of 100 feet, and it is easy sinking—mostly through clay and drift.
, pse round about here water has been tapped at 35 and 40 feet, and the water has proved good for irrigation purposes. °

2158. C//ammti ] You think a large area of land along the route suggested by Mr. Keuuedy would be 
admirably suited for agriculture ? Yes, I believe it would all be taken up.

Alfred Bickford, farmer, "Woodlands, near Hillston, sworn, and examined :—
^uar>>lr!r-l Vou have given some consideration io the proposal before ns ? Yes.

21G0. Do you Hunk the railway would be of any benefit to the Hillston district ? It would be of no use 
to the farming community here if it stopped at Euabalong.

d0rnot tbillk ^be Goveri™ent should extend the railway only to Euabalong ? No.
2lb2. lo be of any use it must come on to Hillston P Yes.
2163. Do you think it would be the best route to Hillston? From a national point of view I think the
other route winch has been suggested to you would be the better one.
21(>l. You have a good knowledge of the districts through which that line would pass ? Yes; from 
reacmg reports, from inquiries I have made, and fiom my own observation.
SiGo You think the land is more suitable for settlement on that route than on the other one ? Yes ; it
lami ^ a°ricu ^ira^ -an^- When once it had been used for mixed fanning it would be splendid grazing
"’e^ta"' ^°re l,roc*uc^ve! y°u think, than the land between Condobolin and Euabalong ? I should say so,
211?^-,To.u bave heard the evidence of previous witnesses? Yen ; and I can corroborate it aa regards this district. b
2168. How long have you been resident here? About seven years,
o! ~n" 18 th^ 8iie.of y°ur holding? I have had 320 nerbs, but I am taking up a larger area.
2L/0. Have your farming operations been successful? They have been better in this district than in 
any other ; J. have been farming all my life. I have been from Moamn doun io Swan Hill, and out by 
llmilamein on the Edwards. This country is quite as good as the Moauia country, and far bettor than tho Moulamcin country.
2171, You are perfectly satisfied with your venture in this district ? Yes ; I am satisfied that if I get a 
o?7o 0iri ^ ma£ke^ h shall be able to make a comfortable living for myself and family.
3172. The want of cheap means of communication has retarded your progress? Yes"; and the want of 
capital; 1 started with nothing, and 1 consider I am well off now. I have worked hard, and have done a 
great deal of the work myself. I find that it has paid me well to do so.
2173 What you have done you think others would do if inducements were held out to them to settle here r 1 am sure they would,
2174'. Do you yourself know of any persons who would bo willing to come here if there were a railway ? 
los. xesterday some men came into the town from Sandhurst and Ballarat. Some homestead selections 
were thrown ojien on South Marowie. 1 showed tbcm the blocks, and tliev said they would apply for 
them. 1 said, “ Why don’t you see the country ; why be in such a hurry ? ” They said, “ Wo will apply 
for them, because we know before long the country will bo rushed; there are others who are waiting to 
tohow us up if there is any hope of a railway,” They said they were sure that if there were a railway 
Ine nSioIe ot the blocks open to-day would be taken up—that many persons would not come hero until 
they were satisfied that there would be railway communication. The men to whom 1 have referred have 
taken the land without seeing it; they were afraid if thev waited until the next land day it would not be available. ”
2175. They took the land on your recommendation without inspection? Yes; one mau came in and 

twi ^oc^s ',een already taken ; he was going to take them up to-day, but they had gone.
2l7b. What area do you think would keep a man comfortably ? From 610 acres up to 2,560 acres- it depends upon his means.
2.177. Have you anything further to add ? When 1 came here the first thing 1 did was to dig up a little 
plot or ground for garden purposes. I put in a couple of dozen fruit-trees and half a dozen vines. I dig 
the ground once a year and I get splendid returns. Peaches, apricots, figs, grapes, and quinces have 
grown best. The flavour of the peaches is particularly good; thev beat the peaches grown in the 
Chinamen s gardens, and they grow without irrigation, t fh d that Briggs’ “Bed May” is the best peach 
to grow; they ripen about the beginning of December. The cherrv and plum trees I put in for trial did 

282 00-1 " 1 1 not

A. Bickford.
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A. Bickford, not do well; the climate is also too dry for pears and apples. A mulberry-tree I have put in has grown 
exceedingly well. Last summer was a very trying summer; I had splendid grapes up to a certain point; but 

7 Oct,, 1897. thg hot wind came and dried them up. I have tried hird-seed of various kinds, and it has done very well.
2178. Have you tried oranges and lemons P Yes ; iny brother-in-law has some orange-trees which have 
done splendidly ; they were three years old last year, and were weighed to tho ground with fruit. The 
only attention they get is the digging of the ground 8 inches deep once a year ; they receive no watering. 
By picking localities, oranges, peaches, and apricots can he well grown. In connection with the cost of 
clearing, I should like to say that I let a contract to a man at 37s. an acre; it was heavy box country, 
and he made £2 a week clear of his expenses. He had to clear it to my satisfaction. As to green 
pine country, this last winter I cleared some of it at a cost of about 15s.
2179. There is no great difficulty in getting rid of the pine ? No ; as for the belar country, I had some 
on one side of a wire-netting fence, which was rung. I am (juite sure it would feed one sheep to the 
acre. On the other side of the net there was not anything green to be seen. If the belar country is 
cleared, and the rabbits are kept down, it is just as good country as there is on the borders of Victoria.
2180. Do you think dairying might be carried on here ? Yes; it is healthy country for cattle ; I have 
seen no disease among them.
2181. Do you think dairy-farming 'will be a profitable industry ? Yes; and sorghum will grow very well 
here. Last year some grew to a height of 9 feet with one rain; the only thing we want is the railway.
2182. How many of the fifty-one blocks of homestead selections to which you have referred have been
taken up ? Seven. . _ „ , ,2183. Has the district progressed since you came to it ? Yes; from my place to the south there was 
only one farm; now thev are on both sides of the road for 6 miles out. If there were a railway here, 
people would only be too glad to take up the country, rough as it is.

J. M. 
Fullarton.

f Oct., 1897.

James Macbeth Fullarton, storekeeper, Hillston, sworn, and examined_
2184. Mr. Fegan.'] You have been here how many years ? Twenty years. _
2185. So that you have a fair knowledge of the capacity of the district and its prospects P I think so.
2186. You gave evidence before the Sectional Committee which visited Hillston last year? Yes.
2187. You endorse that evidence? Yes. .
2188. Have you anything to add to it P I have since then cleared 100 acres at my farm; it was very heavy
timber, and the clearing cost me £1 an acre, _
2189. Was it ringbarked beforehand ? I am including the cost of ringbarking, clearing the land, and
making it fit for the plough. ' , . ,
2190. How long did you allow the timber to stand ? About twelve months : it was principally pme.
2191. Have you ploughed the land P I am ploughing it now.
2192. You had some land under crop when the last Sectional Committee were here ? Yes.
2193. How many acres have you under crop at present? 210 acres under wheat.
2194. For hay? I might cut some of it for hay.
2] 95. I suppose the cost of carriage to and from Carrathool which you gave to the former Committee 
applies to to-day ? Yes, substantially ; the rates are a little higher this year on account of the drought.
2196. Have you known the district to be more prosperous than it now is ? Yes ; prices, have been better.
2197. Has tho price of wheat been better? No; for the last two years the price has been good; but there
has been no quantity on account of the drought. - t u a
2198. Is the population greater to-day ? The population is at a standstill just now ; I attribute it to bad 
seasons, and to the difficulty of getting produce away. We should have a much larger population here if 
produce could be got awav.
2199. With what centres do you trade ? Now that the river is stopped we trade entirely with Sydney.
2200. For many years vou traded with Melbourne ? Yes. ,
2201. Are there many business people here who, like yourself, have transferred their trade from Melbourne
to Sydney? They have nearly all transferred it to Sydney now. ,
2202. Is it a better trading centre? I cannot say it is better. Of course, everything has to be bought' 
in bond in Melbourne, and it is more convenient to trade with Sydney on account of the regularity of
transit by rail. , . . n , . ,,2203. You find that river transit is irregular and that the time occupied is uncertain f lhat is the great
disadvantage. , . j -jh o m, au2204. Can you assign any other reason for the population being at a standstill t Ihose are the two
principal reasons. . . i i i i2205. A railway would make a big difference, you think? Yes; to the whole district, because the whole ot
the vacant land in it would be occupied.
2206. You are of opinion that the district would become closely settled if there were a railway here? 
Yes ; if there were a railway here, Hillston, for the time being, would be the centre of a large amount of 
traffic from Mossgiel and Ivanhoe, and those districts, which now goes to Melbourne. _
2207. Do you know the country between Condobolin and Euabalong ? No; hut I know it well between
Euabalong and tbis point. ....... .. ,. e
2208. Do you think a line from Condobolin and Euabalong would serve this district as well as a line from 
Wyalong ? It would not be such a good line, because there is not the same population to bo served on 
that route, and the land is not agricultural land.
2209. You think it is not fit for close settlement ? Certainly not. ■ .
2210. What would you call tho major portion of the land between Euabalong and Hillston ? It is fair 
grazing country; the best part of the land between here and Euabalong has been bought up.
2211. Do you know the country in the direction of Wyalong? As far as Kankin’s Springs.
2212. What sort of country is it ? With the exception of the ranges, it is all excellent agricultural land.
2213. Then I understand you favour railway extension to Hillston, but that you think tho lino ought not
to come via Euabalong ? Quite so. ,
2214. From what point would you take tho line ? From Wyalong; it would bo more suitable ror 
settlement; and there would he a better prospect of the line paying in course of time.
2215. You think there would be a greater volume of traffic in that direction? I certainly do.

2216.
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2216. How is that country watered ? It is not well watered. _ Fnllarton
2217. Not as well as the country on the line between Euabalong and Hillston ? Certainly not. — ^ —'
2218. Do you think that the shortness of water would be a drawback to railway construction by that 7 Qct i yggy, 
route ? I suppose they would get over the difficulty by conserving water as they do in other directions.
2219. Do you know what the average rainfall is between here and Euabalong? No; only that the
further east you go the rainfall is greater. ,
2220. Have you grown any barley in tbis district ? Yes.
2221. How did you succeed? Splendidly. I have grown sorghum very well. I grew 10 or 15 acres
for my own stock. I do not know what I should have done without it, I had 15 acres of it last 
year, and put forty head of stock upon it. It was a great saving. This year I am trying Hungarian 
millet. _
2222. You think that both wheat and barley will grow well here ? Yes; I have had splendid crops of 
barley and wheat. Oats require a moister climate; the heat dries them up.
2223. Have you anything to add to your evidence ? Yes; I notice it has been stated in the newspapers
that by the bringing of a railway to Euabalong a lot of trade which now goes to Melbourne would come 
to Sydney. To my own knowledge trade in that direction goes to Sydney, and has been doing so for 
years, _ _
2224. How far out west would it be necessary to construct a railway to take the Victorian trade? You 
would catch alot of the trade if you came as far as Hillston. The trade of Koto goes to Melbourne now, also 
Coombie, Yathong, North Merowie, Willandra, Hunthawong, Little Willandra, Moolbong, and Trida. The 
whole of that wool goes to Melbourne now, and it would come to Sydney if there were a railway here.
2225. Do you know if auy of the farmers here have tried bees ? Yes, and they seem to do very well; 
this part of the country is infested by wild bees.

Patrick Smith, grazier, Hay, sworn, and examined :—
2226. Mr. O'Connor."] How long have you been iu the district ? Ever since I was born, with the exception 
of tho last ten years,
2227. You kuow the proposal to construct a railway between Condobolin and Euabalong ? Yes; I know 7 Oct., 1897. 
tho country well.
2228. You think the lino ought not to be left at Euabalong? Certainly not. _ _
2229. You know that it is intended ultimately to extend the railway to Hillston, and that it is proposed 
as an alternative that the railway should be brought via Wyalong ;—which do you consider the better 
route? I would certainly say the Wyalong route.
2230. Eor what reason ? In the first place, it would be running land which is unoccupied ; in the second 
place, it would run on towards country which is settled by small settlers—that is, in the direction of 
Young. It would also create new traffic. Take Mr. Joseph Varcoe’s holding as an example. He stated 
that he was running 300 sheep on two blocks of 2,000 acres, 30 bead of cattle, and 20 head of horses.
I understand that there is a million and a half acres of unoccupied land within a short distance of the 
proposed line between Wyalong and Hillston. Wc will suppose one million acres of that area to be fit for 
wheat, and assume each block, roughly, to be 2,000 acres ; that would mean 500 blocks, which would run
150,000 sheep, taking 300 sheep to each block. We will suppose that a third of that number would be 
used for local consumption—say, 50,000; there would then bo 100,000 sheep to be sent away by tbis 
line, for which at present there is no market, on account of tho droving distance to a railway. Taking 
the rate at £8 per truck, it would mean a revenue of £8,000 which is not now in existence. Mr. Varcoe 
also stated that he was running thirty head of cattle on his place; on that basis there would be on the 
area I have named 15,000 head of cattle. There are no cattle there now. We will suppose that they 
kept two-thirds for their own use; they would then have 5,000 to send away. We will suppose that the 
freight would be £8 a truck, or 500 trucks, taking ten beasts to to the truck, or a revenue of £4,000.
That would be £12,000 of traffic which is not now in existence for the railway. The railway would create 
that. We will suppose that twenty head of cattle would be run on each block ; that would mean 10,000 
head. .
2231. How far west of Hillston does your knowledge extend ? To Menindie and Wentworth.
2232. Taking 60 or 70 miles out of Hillston, what sort of country is it ? It is all good grazing land.
2233. Is there any good agricultural land within 20 miles in that direction ? Yes ; in isolated places.
2234. What is the country like to the north and south of Hillston ? It is just what could be desired, as
far as my knowledge of the country goes. _ _
2235. It is grazing country to the north of the Lachlan, and agricultural country to the south, is it not ?
Yes.
2236. Do you know the country between Temoia and Wyalong? Yes.
2237. What is your opinion of it ? It is not bad country, but I do not think it is equal to the country 
in this district.
2238. Do you know the country between Wyalong and Grenfell ? Yes.
2239. What is your opinion of that? It is good land for wheat-growing, with the exception of a little
land to the east and west of the Bland Creek—that would be grazing land ; but there is not very much .
of that.
2240. The land between here and Wyalong is eminently fitted for wheat-growing? Yes; with the 
exception of the hills. I am only going by what I have seen of other wheat-growing districts, and com
paring one paddock with another. I have seen a good bit of land in different parts of the Colony—for 
instance, I have seen the Berrigan district, also the land at Young, Cootamundra, and Coolamon, and I 
think the land at Hillston is as good as any I have seen in those districts.
2241. And you think that the reason the Hillston district is not producing more is due to the want of a 
railway ? Yes.
2242. You think that if there were a railway here there would soon he flourishing farms where the rabbits 
now hold possession of the country ? I have no doubt of it.
2243. You think the Crown lands now lying idle would he immediately taken up ? Yes.
2244. Has the district been increasing or decreasing within the last few years? It has been increasing.
2245. Notwithstanding the many disadvantages under which it has laboured? .Notwithstanding many
disadvantages. 2246.

P. Smith.
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P Smith. 224G. Showing that it is a progressive district, and that if it had those facilities before it which more 
^ favoured districts of the Colony have, it would very soon go ahead ? Yes.

7 Oct., ISO/. 224G£. I suppose you know the principal holdings about here which are nowr sending their produce to 
Yictoria? Yes.
2247. Do you think a railway fo Hillston would induce them to send their produce to Sydney ? I do
think so. •
2248. You think that if the lessees found that they could get their wool taken to Sydney for a little less 
than they could get it taken to Melbourne, Now South Wales would get their trade? I think so.
2249. Have you anything to add to your evidence ? Only with regard to stock movements. I think 
that if there were a railway here there would be a big revenue from fat stock alone. This stock is now 
sent to Melbourne ; but if they had a railway at their door, instead of sending their stock 185 miles to 
the Dcniliquin railway station as they do at present, they would put them on to the truck hero, and send 
them to Sydney. There is a certain amount of loss incurred whether there be grass or not in travelling 
stock to market. X myself have done a good deal of droving.
2250. You would rather travel fat stock along the road if there wore grass than put them on to a railway 
truck ;—is that what you mean ? Ho ; where I live at Hay, I would very often drive my sheep to Carra
thool, a distance of 45 miles, by which I could save 10s. a truck. Supposing there were 2,000 sheep— 
that would mean £10 to me. Generally speaking, of course, you would put the sheep on a truck if you

_ had it at hand.
2251. You would gain in the condition of the sheep when they reached the sale-yard? Yes; I have 
come to this district and bought fat sheep on spec. I took them down to Hay and trucked them to 
Sydney. If there were a train here I should have saved the droving of that 100 miles. I suppose that 
within a distance of (say) 50 miles round here, in one year alone I bought for the Hay Doiling-down 
Company no less than 55,000 sheep. Had there been a railway hero it is very likely that boiling-down 
works would have been started at Hillston, instead of tho sheep being driven down to Hay, which would 
have meant a saving of at least £2 or £3 of tallow on each sheep. Besides, the country here is much 
better fattening country than it is where 1 live on tho other side of Hay. I have no present interest in 
this district, but 1 should like to see a railway brought to my native town.

llobert Cooper, farmer, Bunda, near Hillston, sworn, and examined :—
K. Cooper. 2252. Mr. Farnell^] How long have you been here ? Twelve years.
/—2253. "What is the area you hold ? My mother, brothers, and myself work the same place ; the extent 

7 Oct., 1S97 of our holding is 6.000 acres, and we cultivate 400 acres,
2254. "What have you planted on the 400 acres? Wheat. Our average for twelve years would bo about 
10 bushels, our best crop being about 18.
2255. How did you dispose of your wheat? "We sent it to the railway at Carrathool; if it is not sold at 
Carrathool it goes on to Sydney ; some of it has been sold at the local mill.
2256. At what price will it pay you to grow wheat ? It is difficult to say, because if it is a bad summer, 
the cartage to Carrathool is high; 2s. Gd. would pay well if we had 25 miles of cartage.
2257. Would tho extension to Euabalong be of any advantage to you? "No; we should he still as near 
to a railway at Carrathool. if not nearer.
2258. But you would use the railway at Hillston ? Certainly ; we should be only 20 miles off.
2259. If there were a railway brought to Hillston, would you put an additional area under cultivation ?
No doubt we should ; there would he every encouragement to do so. We should know that we would get 
our produce away to market. In 1896 we had to keep our wheat the whole year stored at our place ; we 
could not get it away at any price. It was a bad summer, and the teams would not lake it away. The 
teams will not go off the road to pick up wheat at auy priee you can afford to pay. When there is back 
loading they sometimes do it. -
2260. You have heard the evidence given to-day iu regard to the district generallydo you endorse
it? Yes. .
2261. Do you agree with what witnesses have said in regard to the railway here? I do in regard to 
settlement.
2262. Can you put any new features before the Committee in favour of the railway ? I made some experi
ments in sorghum and Hungarian millet. I tried £ an aero of each for an experiment.
2263. Do you think that mixed farming could be carried on in the district if there were a railway here ? Yes.
2264. You have no doubt as to the suitability of the soil for wheat-growing ? Yes. I have no doubt it 
will grow many other thim;s which have not been tried here. 1 believe it will be a good dairying district. 
Several fodders will grow here.
2265. Chairman.] You have had experience in clearing here? Yes; I have had cleared about 350 acres 
out of 400, ploughing with a stump.jump plough. We estimate that it cost us 8s. an acre. They all use 
stump-jump ploughs out our way.
2266. Is there much land here available for settlement? We are surrounded by resumed areas. It is 
exactly the same class of country.
2267. Have you any rabbits ? Yes.
2268. What do you think is the best way of dealing with them ? Close settlement is the only effective 
way I know of.

James Brissenden, farmer, The Grove, near Hillston, sworn, and examined :—
J. ■ 2269. Chairman.] How long have you been in the district ? Thirty-two years.

Brissenden. 2270. You have seen this place grow up ? Yes.
' 2271. What did you start when you came here? 1 was hlacksmithing; I afterwards took to butchering.

7 Ogt., 1897 2272. Bor how many years have you been on tbe soil farming ? About twenty years.
2273. What is your experience of farming in this district ? My exjjerieuce is. that if we have fair rains 
anything would grow.
2274. You have been fairly successful ? I was at first. I used my place for stock : lately I have put in
crops, and 1 have had as high a return as 26 bushels to tho acre. This year I had 200 acres under crop,
Jf there were a railway here 1 should put the whole of my land under crop—about 500 acres,

' ' ' " ' ’ " ' ‘ ?276,
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2275. ^ You know tko proposal to extend the railway to Euabalong ? That would be of no use to Hillston; J-
wo might just as well go to Carrathool. Bnssemicn.
2276. You think the difficulties of railway construction between Euabalong and Hillston would be so yo^'iggy
great, owing to the flooded country, that tho expenditure would be hardly warranted ? Yes ; there is too c 11 ’
much flooded country in that direction.
2277. Which way do yon think the railway should go ? I favour the route which Mr. Kennedy has laid
before you. ‘
2278. Have 3rou been to "Wyalong ? Yes.
2279. You can corroborate'tbe evidence of previous witnesses as to the character of tho country 
between hero and Wyalong, and tho possibilities of settlement in it ? Yes.
2280. You endorse the evidence which has been given to-day in regard to tbe district generally? Yes.
2281. Bo you think the Government would sustain any loss from the construction of a line of railway to 
Hillston? I believe a line would pay well ultimately, and it would certainly bring a lot of unoccupied 
land under occupation.

Robert Hughes, Crown Lands Agent, Hillston, sworn, and examined:—
2282. Chairman.'} How long have you been here ? About eleven months. R. Huehes.
2283. Have you prepared any information for the Committee ? I have prepared a few figures. Since /—
the Act of 1896 came into force, of course, the greater part of the land thrown open here has been under 7 Oct., 1S97. 
the settlement lease and homestead lease provisions of the law. In this district, up to date, including 
to-day’s transactions, there have been about 57,000 acres thrown open under the homestead selection 
provisions, and out of that area about 13,000 acres have been selected by twenty-two men. To-day 
sixty-six blocks were available under the homestead selection provisions, and seven only were taken up, 
giving a total area of 5,589 acres ; that is included in the 57,000 acres.
2284. At what distance from Hillston would the land applied for to-day be ? Some is 14- milos, and some 
20 and 21 miles ; 2L miles would be the furthest.
2285. What is the nearest ? About C miles; the average would be about 10 miles.
2286. In what direction would the land be ? All round the town in different directions. Under tho 
settlement lease provisions of the Act there have been about 27,000 acres set apart, and only two blocks 
have been applied for, with a total of 4,857 acres ; that would be since June, 1895. From 1893 up to 
tbe present date thero have been only nine conditionnl purchases applied for, with a total of 1,315 acres, 
with twelve conditional leases, with a total of 5,884 acres.
2287. IV ould the conditional leases be taken up as conditional purchases? The tenure is as good as 
conditional purchase ; they can be converted into conditional purchases. There have also been six home
stead leases of 22,800 acres taken up from 1893 to date ; thirty-nine block's have been offered as improve
ment leases, representing an area of 320,000 acres. The term varies from fourteen to twenty-eight years.
They were offered very recently, and two only went with an area of 16,4-00 acres. I endeavoured to 
ascertain approximately the area of available Crown lands in the district and the area which has been 
alienated. I communicated with the Bistrict Surveyor at Hay to obtain this information, and ho wired 
to me lo say that in so short a space of time it was impossible to give the figures definitely, but that ho 
hoped to meet the Committee at Cootamundra with maps, from which he will be able to furnish you all 
]i articular s.
2288. 1 suppose particulars as to the alienated land in the district could be obtained from the head office 
iu Sydney7 ? Yes.
2289. In your capacity as Clerk of Petty Sessions, you come into contact with a number of men who are
likoly to take up land ;—have you had conversations with persons who have told you they would be williim to 
take up land here if there were railway facilities ? 1 have had numerous conversations with men who'aro
anxious to settle in the district—in fact, I have made it my business to speak to them, and they all agree 
that tbe want of a railway prevents them from settling here. They say that the heavy cost of the transit 
of produce to market is a deterrent. That seems to be the general objection to settlement hero.
2290. And it is your opinion that if Hillston were connected wit h the metropolis by railway tho bulk of 
the land in the district now lying idle would bo taken up? I am confident, from conversations 1 have 
had with men who have lived in the district for years, and who know the character of the country well, 
that the greater part of the land now available, or which might become available hereafter, would bo ' 
settled.

SATURDAY, 9 OCTOBER, 1897,
[The Sectional Committer, met at the “ Ranhn'tt Springs Hotel," at 8 p.m.}

present:—
THOMAS HENRY HASSALL, Esq. (CiiAiitirAN).

The Hon. Banted O’Connor. i John Lionel Fegan, Esq.
Frank Parnell, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

William Edward Turnbull, manager, Cona.paira Station, sworn, and examined :—
2291. Mr. Fegan.} How long have you been here ? Twenty months. ' Ur B
2292. Of course you have had other experience in pastoral pursuits? I have had nine years’ experience Turnbull
2293. What is the area of your holding ? 130,000 acres. >.
2294. Wlmt stock have you ? 11,832 sheep ; 40 head of horses, and 34 head of cattle. 9 Oct,, 1897.
2295. At; what distance arc you from here? Eight miles.
2296. What distance are you from Whitton ? Fifty-six miles.
2297. You have heard of the proposal to extend the railway to Euabalong and Condobolin 3 I haveread of it. " ■
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How far do you know the country towards Hillston? Only as far as Naradhan.
How far are you from Lake Cudgellico ? About 42 miles.
I suppose that none of your 130,000 acres is under cultivation? Tes ; we have 22 acres under hay 

for station purposes.
2301. Tou are acquainted with the route suggested for a railway between Wyalong and Hillston ? Only 
partly, I know it as far as Yalgogrin pretty well.
2302. What kind of country is it between here and Talgogrin ? It is for the most part red loamy soil;
there is pine, scrub, mallee, and box forest. It is pretty thickly timbered, '
2303. When cleared, what would it be fit for ? Agriculture.
2304. What rainfall have you? Twenty inches. That has been our average for fifteen years.
2305. Would that average be good enough for wheat-growing ? Tes ; if we could get it every year; we 
get 12 inches in some years, and that is not good enough.
2306. Is this good grazing land? No.
2307. How many acres would go to the sheep ? Taking one part of the country with another, I should 
say that it would take from 5 to 6 acres to carry a sheep,
2308. Do you think there is much prospect of a railway m this district paying ? No; hut I think it would 
conduce to closer settlement in the form of mixed farming.
2309. Grazing of itself would not pay, you think ? It would pay under certain circumstances, with long 
leases and low rentals. Under present circumstances it does not pay.
2310. What is the land worth at present? Teu shillings an acre.
2311. Not more? No.
2312. Not for agricultural or grazing purposes ? I do not thiuk so.
2313. Has it depreciated in value lately ? No ; but it is so far from railway communication that it does 
not pay to grow crops from it. It would not pay you to give 7s, an acre for it to graze sheep.
2314. Has tbe land depreciated to any extent during the last few years ? I cannot say. During the 
twenty months 1 have been here there have been no sales.
2315. Have you any rabbits ? The rabbit pest has been very bad; but now from the drought and pre
ventive measures they are not so bad
2316. Tou have coped with them until you think you have the upper hand of them ? Tes; it is phos- 
phorised pollard, I think, which is keeping them down.
2317. What does it cost you annually to cope with them ? £300. -
2318. And for the 130,000 acres you pay how much ? £800 a year, I think, roughly.
2319. Do you think closer settlement would bo of much assistance to you in getting rid of the rabbits? 
Certainly ; because every holder would have to net ou his own account. He could not grow crops here 
unless he netted.
2320. _ What is the weight of the tleece here? Live and a half,pounds. Of course, the drought helps lo 
keep it down. This has been a had year for wool; in some years the tleocos would he much heavier.
2321. Where do you send your wooi ? To Whitton for Sydney, at a cost of £4 7s. Od., delivered by rail 
and road. I called for tenders ; the railway charge is £3 from Whitton, and it costs me 27s. 6d. by road.
2322. What do you do with your fat stock r1 There is never any. In ten years only one small mob of 
fat stools has been sent off the place. W hen the sheep can get fat wc have to starve them on account of 
the grtms seed. We have Lo put the whole of our stock into one paddock until the grass seed is down.
2323. What do you estimate the cost of wire-netting for rabbits here? £75 a* mile for the netting and 
fence, If mesh.
2324. What does it cost per acre to get the land ready for cultivation ? I think it could be done for 
about 35s. per acre.
2325. That would involve a big outlay ? Tes ; you want a fair amount of capital to take up laud here.
2326. Would the price you have given be about the maximum? Tes; taking one acre with another it 
would cost that.
2327. Have you tried anything besides wheat here? Tes, fruit; grapes, figs, peaches and apricots all do 
very well in a fair season.
2328. I suppose that if there were a railway in this direction from Wyalong the abandoned areas would 
uot he left unoccupied ? I thiuk the best of the land would very soon he taken up.
2329. I suppose the chief cause of the land beiug unoccupied is the want of means of transit ? In a 
great measure, yes.
2330. Is the rent in this district high ? We pay l^d. The adjoining stations pay only half the rental 
per acre we pay—fd.
2331. How is that? It is settled by the Land Board.
2332. Perhaps your holding is superior land ? If anything it is worse land ; they have been able to carry
more sheep on 40,000 acres less than we have. .
2333. Sou are referring now to Naradhan ? Tes; I see the station is advertised to carry 23,000.
2334. Can you give us any further information? I do not think so. Of course, when I say it is had 
country I speak from a pastoralist’s point of view. There is not much growth of grass, and when it 
does grow it is seedy and unnutritious.
2335. Jlfr. O'Connor.] Does the grass seed depreciate the value of the wool ? Tes; it causes a deprecia
tion of fully Id. in the pound.
2336. Chairman.'] Could you not avoid that by shearing early ? We do to a certain extent; if we did 
not shear early the wool would be altogether ruined.
2337. How is your run watered ? By tanks and dams and by one well. There is sufficient water in it to 
water 60,000 sheep in an ordinary season.
2338. The small number of sheep you have on your holding this year is on account of your being 
short of feed ? Tes.
2339. Mr. Fegan.] What is the highest number of sheep you have carried in one year? In one year they 
shore up to 70,000, but that was when the resumed area was held in conjunction with the present leasehold.
2340. What was the area of the resumed area? 145,000 acres. ■
2341. That is now abandoned ? Tes. ■
2342. So that you had altogether 275,000 acres? Tes. But that would uot be a test of the carrying 
capacity of the place.

70’

W. E. 
Turnbull.

9 Oct.. 1897.

2298.
2299.
2300.

2343.
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2343. Tou did not consider it wortli while to pay the rent on the resumed area ? No..
2344. How many sheep had you last year P 13,800.
2345. What is your average carrying capacity ? 20,000 sheep, taking one season with another, or Gi
acres to a sheep. .
234G. JUr. O’Omnor.] When does your lease expire? In 1000; I think all the leases here expire in about 
three years.
231’7. Chairman.'] I suppose in a good season you have fat stock on the station? Yes, they get fat; 
sometimes they will fatten in a very short time.
2348. If a railway wore within a reasonable distance you could send small lots away instead of putting 
them into seedy paddocks and allowing them to deteriorate ? Tes.
2349. If the land were improved I suppose it would be fair grazing land? Properly improved it would
be fair land. '
2350. But improvement would entail a considerable expenditure? Tes.
2351. Wouldyt not be possible to improve tbe land gradually instead of incurring an outlay of 35s. an 
acre to clear it right out;—would it not be better to scrub and ringbark it and let tbe timber gradually 
die ? Yes.
2352. What would it cost to do that ? It might cost you 2s. Gd. an acre to scrub and ringbark, but that 
would not include the burning off.

W. E. 
Turnbull.

9 Oct., 1897.

Thomas Shields, selector, Naradhan, sworn, and examined
2353. Chairman.'] What is the area of your holding ? 1,800 acres.
2354. Mr. Farnell] How long have you been resident here ? Six years last August.
2355. Have you improved your bolding? Yes; I have ringbarked, scrubbed, and fenced.
235G. Have you any portion under cultivation ? Only about G acres.
2357. What have you planted ? Wheat and lucerne. I am seeing bow they get on.
2358. What has been the result? Very good.
2359. Tou are very well satisfied with it ? Yes.
2360. How much wheat did you get ? I cut it for hay ; in any case it would not bo worth while to send
it away, the cartage being so dear. ‘
2361. Do you engage in any other occupation besides farming ? I go out shearing; and I have between 
700 and 800 sheep.
2362. That would bo about one sheep to 2 acres ? Yes; a littlo over 2 acres.
2363. For how long have you kept that average of stock ? I bought the last lot only last December.
2364. Your land has been carrying 800 sheep since then P Yes ; the 800 includes some lambs.
2365. Do you think your land would be more profitable if put under cultivation? Yes ; it seems to grow 
everything well. I have tried pumpkins ; the land will grow tons to the acre.
2366. Why have you not put more land under cultivation? .The cost of carriage has been too great. 
2367-. What is your nearest railway station? At Whitton, about 75 or 76 miles away.
2368. You have not sent any of your produce away by rail ? No ; I did not think it would pay.
2369. If there were a mil way within 20 miles of you you would use it ? Yes.
2370. Is there plenty of land adjoining you available for settlement ? There is.
2371. Is tho land as good as your own? Yes.
2372. Supposing there were a railway here, what area would you put under cultivation ? I should combine
grazing with agriculture. ”
2373. But I suppose you would increase your area under the plough every year as your means allowed? 
Yes.
2374. Is it very difficult country to clear ? No; it is very good.
2375. What would it cost per acre to clear? When the timber has been rung and is dead it would not 
cost more than 12s. or 14s. an acre. That would be to clear everything off, and leave the land ready for 
the plough.
2376. What is the cost of scrubbing and ringing ? I have generally done my own, but I know it is being 
done here for Is. 3d. and Is. 4d.
2377. Have you then not to wait a certain time until the timber dies? It only takes a couple of years 
or so.

T. Shields. 

9 Oct., 1897.

2378. You can commence to burn off two years after you have scrubbed and ringbarked ? Yes.
2379. What is tbe nature of the country you occupy? Pine, yarran, box, and bull oak.
2380. You are satisfied that wheat-growing will be profitable? Yes.
2381. What has been your experience as to lucerne? It grows very well. Certain vegetables also grow 
very well in the garden—beetroot and turnips for example.
2382. How is your bolding watered ? By a tank.
2383. Did you put it down yourself? I got it from the station; it was there when I took up tho land.
2384. Does it hold the water well ? Yes, very wel].
2385. Do you find that the land generally here holds the water pretty well throughout the year? Yes ;
about my own place it is very good ; I have never been short of water. Even last summer my tank was 
full up to the top. It lasted all the summer.
2386. As to the land itself, does the soil hold the water well ? Yes; everything seems to grow well in it,
2387. What is your average rainfall here? Something like 20 inches.
2388. Would a line from Condobolin to Euabalong be useful to this country ? That would be rather far 
away. It would not bring me much nearer to a railway than I am at present.
2389. How far is it from here to Lake Cudgellico ? A little over 30 miles, I think.
2390. So that if you had anything to send away, you would send it to Whitton ? Yes ; just tbe same as 
I do now.
2391. Supposing a line wore constructed through here along to B.illston, would the farmers in tho lake ‘ 
district send their produce this way ? I think so, because it would not be so very far from Lake 
Cudgolllico.
2392. You do not think the road-carriagc would be too heavy for them? I do not think so they have 
to go to Whitton at present, and that is 110 miles from tho lake.

2393.
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T. Shields. 2393, What is the nature of the country between your place and the hike? It is very good country all 
through; there are two or three selectors there. Landers and the Tern [deton Brothers have selected 

9 Oct, 1897. between here and the lake. They are about 9 miles from my place, and about 16 miles from here.
2394. Bo you think a railway to Tiillston would promote much settlement in tbis district f I am sure it 
would. I know plenty of families who would come over from Victoria. 1 came from Yictoria myself six 
years ago.
2395. Had you any farming experience in Victoria ? Yes.
2396. What is your opinion of tbe land here compared with the land you kuow in Yictoria? It is every 
bit as good, from what J. have seen of it.
2397. You can get a larger area here than you contd get in Yictoria ? Yes; and the land here is much 
easier to work than is most of the Victorian land.
2398. Have the Templeton Brothers, or Landers, any land under cultivation ? I think the Templeton 
Brothers have 120 acres.
2399. You do not think that under present conditions it would pay persons to settle down here and 
cultivate wheat ? JSTo.
2400. Chairman.'] You are quite satisfied with your prospects hero? Yes; at present it is a hard struggle, 
and we have to supplement our income by shearing as much as wc can. With better means of transit to 
market things would be all right.
2401. You think that when tho existing leases fall in there will ho a large influx of population from 
Yictoria, if there is any prospect of railway communication ? Yes ; persons have been asking me about 
land here from parts of Hew South Wales, besides Victoria; they have said they would take up tho land 
if there were any chance of a railway.

. 2402. You think the land here would support a large number of persons? Yes; a large number of
farmers.
2403. But do you think men of small means could settle, having regard to the difficulties they would have 
to contend with ? They would do so if there were a railway.
2404. You think that in whatever area they would take up thero w'ould be sufficient land upon it cle,ar of 
timber to enable them to make an immediate start? Yes; all Naradhan is country of that kind. ' It is 
very open.
2405. Is there much mallee land upon Naradhan ? I could not say, but there would be some blocks of 
the same description as my own—box, pine and yarran. Mine is a conditional purchase and conditional 
lease.
2406. Mr. O'Connor.] What time have you within which to acquire your fee simple? I could acquire it 
in five years. The same thing, of course, applies to the conditional lease.
2407. What method of acquiring land do yon think Victorians intending to settle here would prefer? 
Conditional purchase and conditional leare.

John Hannan, hotelkeeper, Rankin's Springs, sworn, and examined 
J. Hannan. 2408. Chairman.] Ho yon do any farming ? Yes ; besides tho hotel I have a hotel and a farm.

A——, 2409. How long have you resided in this locality ? A little over five years at Rankin’s Springs ; I have
9 Oct,, 1897. been about twelve years in the Hillston district.

2410. You consequently have a good knowledge of the country? Yes.
2411. Do you think the proposed railway extension to Euabalong would be of any benefit to people in this 
part of the country ? No ; I do not think it would.
2412. Do you think an extension to Hillston, via Condobolin, -would he of any benefit? It depends upon
which way it went. If it wont on tho other side of the rivor the railway at Whitton would bo as close.
2413. You do not think it would be justifiable to extend the railway to Euabalong alone? I do not
know much about that district.
2414. You do not think there is settlement enough on that route to justify a railway ? No.
2415. Do you think it will ho justifiable to take a line to Hillston ? Yes.
2416. Of course, a line from Wyalong to Hillston would benefit this part of the country ? It would be 
of great benefit to the country all through,
2417. Is there much unoccupied land about here? Erom 10 to 12 miles on each side of tho line there is 
a lot of unoccupied country.
2418. Is the land available for settlement? Yes.
2419. Do you think that land would be taken up and utilised if there were a railway line within a 
reasonable distance ? I am sure most of it would.
2420. What is the land suitable for, iu your opinion ? It is more suited to agriculture than to grazing, 
I think,
2421. Have you any idea of the cost of clearing the land here ? It depends upon the part of the country;
hut I should think it would take from 15s. to £1 an acre, taking the land ali through. In some cases it
might cost a little less, and in other eases a great deal more.
2422. Have yon any idea of the carrying capacity of the land ? For the last three years Naradhan has 
averaged only 20,000 sheep.

' 2423. What has Malonga carried ? It has averaged from 20,000 to 30,000 sheep.
2424. And Conapaira ? That has averaged from 12,000 to 15,000.
2425. They formerly carried many more, did they not ? Tes ; they all carried much more than they do 
at present.
2426. Have you any idea what is tho biggest number they have carried? I think they shore 70,000 at 
Conapaira about eleven or twelve years ago.
2427. And what at Malongla and Naradhan ? From 50,000 to 60,000 each.

■ 2428. How do you account for the decrease? By the rabbits and dry seasons.
2429. _ If the rabbits were kept under, and the country were ringbarked and improved, I suppose the 
carrying capacity' would be increased ? Yes ; I can tell by my own little paddock. When I came here it 
was toll of rabbits, and there was hardly any grass growing. There are no rabbits there now, and yon 
can see a great difference in the grass.
2430. Do you know the country between here and Wvalong ? Only a littlo to the other side of Malongla.

' 2431.
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2-i31. Is tho country you know suited for agriculture iu that direction? A good deal of it.
2132. Do you know the land between here and Hillston ? As far as Monia G-ap.
2433. Do you consider the land suitable for agriculture? Yes, very suitable. _ _
2434. What about the ranges? Of course, the hilly country would not be suitable for cultivation; but 
that is only a strip. Between the ranges there arc big open flats with plenty of good land. _
2435. Do you think the construction of a line through this district would result in the occupation of much
land ? 1 am almost sure it ivould. _
2130. Do you know of any persons who would settle here? 1 have heard several persons say that if they 
thought there was any probability of a line being constructed bere they would soon take up the land.
2437. Do you flunk agriculture could be profitably carried on in this country if there wero a means of 
sending produce away ? Yes ; in anything like a fair season.
2438. Do you grow any wheat? I grew some in 18D4. ] got 2S bushels to the acre. I also grew from
45 to 50 bushels of oats, and I obtained 4 tons of potatoes off an acre down here on the flat.
2439. What kind of potatoes? I had three sorts—Early Eose, Brownhills, and Early Yermont; the Brown- 
hills kept tho best. The Early Eose grew the quickest, hut they did not keep so well as the Brownhills. 
As to the Early Vermont, X sowed two crops; the one in the spring was not so good. I sowed again after 
Christmas, and in the autumn they were very good.
2410. You have proved that you can grow wheat, oats, and potatoes successfully? Yes; and as to lucerne 
.1 sowed a little over an acre two months ago, and it is now 18 inches high,
2441. You are on the main road from Cudgellico to Whittoo ? Yes.
2442. Is there much traffic coining this way ? Aot a great deal just now.
2443. Docs much wool go past there ? Hot a great deal. The Haradlian. \V ooyeo, and ITabba wool goes 
through here, also the Malongla wool; but I tliink the ITabba clip bus gone to Condobolin tbis year.
2144. Js the country between here and Lake Cudgellico fit for settlement? Yes.
2445. All the way? Yes, most of the way. It is pretty scrubby from Haradhan 1o the head of the lake ;
there is a line of hills to the left between here and Naradhan ; 1 think they call them the Ural llangc,
2-1 4(>. You think the country between here and the lake is well suited to agricultural settlement? Tes. 
2447. H is of the sumc description of country as that between bore and Monia Gap and Yalgogrin ? It 
is not quite so ojien. Most of tho people who travel along this road like the country between hero and 
Monia Gap. A young fellow passed bere the other day who had been to Berrigan, and he said he had 
never seen country suited to cultivation like that out Monia Gap way.
2 4 48. ]s there any minerisl deposit on the range here ? None close to here. They found some leaders 
on Malonga, hut they did not strike a reef ; the country has not been prospected properly. They applied 
to the Government for aid, but they did not get it. Stanley, 9 or 10 miles from Malonga, has a good 
reef. They are working at it now, but there are no returns.
2449. Is this district going ahead, or at a standstill ? It is going backwards, I think.
2150. You thiuk it is likely to continue to recede unless better means of communication are afforded ? Yes.
2451. At what would it pay you lo grow wheat ? I should thiuk from 3s. to 4s. ought to pay well.
2452. Carting it to Whilion? No ; it would not pay to cart it to 'Whitton, hut it would pay at 3s. or 
4s. if you had means at hand to get it away.
2453. Mr. IParnnUPj Is there any valuable timber between here and Hillston? There is a lot of good
pine country. _ _
2454. Is there any ironbark or bos fit for use? There is plenty of box, and I think ironbark could be 
got through.
2155. Chairman.'] There is a good road between here and the lake? In wet weather it is not good.
2158. Have any watcrtables been made ? No ; for miles it is only just cleared,
2157, "What is the distance from here to Lake Cudgellico P Thirty-eight miles.

J, Hannan.

!) Oct,, 1897.

' MONDAY, 11 OCTOBER, 1897.
[The Sectional Committee met at the “ Yalgogrin Hotel," at 7‘30yn»n.]

$rrsmt: —
THOMAS IIENEY HASSALL (Chairman).

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. | John Lionel Began, Esq. ■
Erank Farnell, Esq.

Tbe Sectional Committee further cousidered tho proposed Bailway from Condobolin to Euabalong.
Theophilus Frederick Smith, Warden’s clerk, Yalgogrin, sworn, and examined:—

2458. Mr. O'Connor.] How long have you been here? Upwards of three years. I am a general T. F, Smith, 
storekeeper.
2459, You arc acquainted with the proposal to extend the railway from Condobolin to Euabalong ? Yes. H Oot-i 1897. 
2J(iO. -You know' that tho objective point of that railway is Hillston ;—do you know the country round
about there? Yes. _
2481. Can you give us any particulars about this district P Yes; the population would bo about 300.
The number of claims ou gold is twelve ; there are others at work.
2462. Are the twelve ou payable gold ? It is questionable. The yield so far has tended to prove that 
the stone raised will he refractory, and will require special treatment, which cannot he got boro at the 
present time. _ _ _
2483. Do you kuow the country between Wyalong and Yalgogrin ? Yes; it is all good agricultural 
land. I travel over it many times a year in my official capacity. _ _ _
2464. And you have tho advantage of meeting many men who are qualified to express an opinion with 
regard to the various resources of the district? Yes,
2465. You know from their opinion and from your own observance that thero are thousands of acres of 
very fine agricultural laud available for settlement in the vicinity of Yalgogrin? Yes ; there are several 
resumed areas which arc available, but I cannot tell you what the acreage would be.

282 K 2466.
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T. F. Smith. 24GG. Apart from mining, is there much agriculture carried on in the district ? Apart from mining, it is 
a P^ora! district.

11 Oct,, 189;. 24G7. At wrhat distance are you from "Wyalong? Twenty-three miles by the new surveyed road.
24G8. How is the country occupied between here and "Wyalong? Prom here to the Wyalong boundary 
the land is all good pastoral land. The first 6 miles is held by Yalgogrin, and the rest by the "Wyalong 
station under pastoral lease; it is all good agricultural land.
2469. How long has this township been established ? It is three years since it was surveyed.
2470. You depend mainlv upon mining? Yes.
2471. In what way would the town be benefited by a railway ? It would mean increased settlement, and 
also development of the mining industry. The roads are imtrafficabie in wet weather; wc cannot get 
any produce to market.
2472. "WPnt is tbe rate of carriage between bere and Temora ? The rate of loading now is £210s. per ton.
2473. What is the distance ? Seventy miles ; it is very difficult at times to get teams at tho rate I have
named. I know the country very well; I have travelled to Temora both ways, through Barmedman and 
through Broken Dam. ■
2474. What kind of country is there between Temora and Wyalong? It is all agricultural land on both 
routes. There arc several selectors along the Broken Dam route about 14 miles from here.
2475. You say that the land between Temora and Wyalong is all fit for agriculture ? It is very scrubby, 
but it would bo good land when cleared ; a lot of it is malice.
2476. Do you think a railway between those two points would develop that country to any estent? I
do certainly. ,
2477. Is it sparsely populated? I cannot say ; I have travelled only along tho road.
2478. Howr is the land held ? About Barmedman there arc several selectors, but I do not know of any 
anywhere else. Several conditional purchases have been taken up there recently.
2479. What are the prospects of this mining field ? Tho field is only in its infancy.
2480. Does it give promise of permanency ? The deeper they go down the better the prospects arc.
2481. What kind of machinery have you? We have a battery in course of erection and almost com- 

■ pleted, and we have an Otis machine.
2482. What is the extent of the area over which gold has beon discovered ? It is about 10 miles square.

• 2483. How many men are employed upon the claims ? They average six to every claim ; there are also
leases ; some forty leases have been applied for.
2484. If the labour conditions were fulfilled, how many men would they employ ? About 200 ; after 
development one lease might employ that number.
2485. What is the area usually applied for? Ten acres; one man has to be employed on each acre, here 
and at Wyalong,
2486. Have you found it any drawback to be situated so far from the railway—I mean drawback to the 
development of the field? Certainly; a raihvay would benefit ns all.
2487. You think it would promote greater activity in the mining industry ? Yes.
2488. You want greater facilities to obtain appliances for tbe treatment of the stone ? Yes.
2489. Is the country between Yalgogrin and Temora auriferous? Yes, right through.
2400. Has it been prospected ? Hot much.
2491. So that it is hard to say what the future of the field may he ? Very hard ; 1 know the route right 
through from here to Banhin’s Springs, and that is mineral-bearing country.
2492. Do you consider it good agricultural country? Barts of it.
2493. Mr. Farnrfl.] Is it deep or shallow sinking here ? The deepest claim here is at present upwards of 
200 feet.
2494. Is it a payable reef? Yes; the owners are looking forward to big dividends.
2495. What is the highest return per ton? lrrom stone containing free gold, over 10 oz.
2496. What has been tbe output from this field ? In 1804, 348 oz.; in 1895, 804 oz.; and in 1896, 1,350 
oz.,—showing clearly an advancement in the output. Up to the present date, in 1807, the gold wron exceeds 
that won in 1806. The deepest shaft hero would he about 250 feet, and -at that depth there is a well- 
defined reef highly mineralised.
2497. In what direction do the reefs trend? East and west,
2498. You think that with railway facilities a lot of the stone would be treated at Dapto or Cockle Creek ? 
It.is hard to say where it would be sent; hut it would require special treatment; there are chlorination

1 works at Wyalong.
2499. You have said you know the route pretty well between here and Bankin’s Springs ;—do you know 
the country 20 miles to the north, and 20 miles to the south of it ? I have only been as far as Yarraudale 
going towards Ungarie ; that is good country, and to the south of the route the country would be similar.
2500. Is it similar to the country wc travellod through to-day—the travelling stock route? It is far
superior land ; it is red soil. .

, 2501. Is there an absence of mallee scrub to the north and south of the route ? You will find belts of
mallee throughout the country, but not as extensive as the belt through which you passed on the stoclc route 

. 2502. You do not know of any large areas being put under cultivation in that direction? Not any large
areas. . a
2503. You have no doubt as to the suitability of tho soil for the production of cereals ? No doubt what
ever ; the soil here would grow anything.
2504. What is tbe average tonnage per annum on the goods you obtain from Sydney ? At the present 
time, 150 tons.
2505. Then a raihvay would be of considerable benefit to you ? Yes; if tbe rates were reasonable.
2506. Jf tbe rates were similar to those in force upon the Government railways at the present lime? 
Certainly.

William Thompson, selector, Caroon, sworn, and examined:—
2507. OJiairvianJ} You are a selector residing at Caroon ? Yes. .

W. 2508. At what distance from Yalgogrin ? Twelve miles,
Thompson. 2509. Mr. Fegan.How long have you been in this district ? Twenty-one years.

-A-—. 2510. Did you come here as a selector ? Yes. ■
11 Oot., 1897.2510s. And you have been in possession of your present holding for that number of years ? Yes; ever 

since I came here. . 2511.
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2511. What, is tlie area of your liolding ? 8,922 acres of conditional purchase and conditional lease. W.
2512. How many acres of freehold have you? 3,200 ; the rest is conditional lease. Thompson,
2513. How are you using the land ? For grazing chiefly ; I grow a little hay for my own use. i witifnT
2514. What stock have you upon it ? I have about 1,500 at the present time j I generally carry between c ' 
G,000 and 7,000.
2515. How is it that you have such a small number of sheep on your holding at, the present time? That 
is owing to the drought.
2516. Is your land fairly well watered ? Tes. *
2517. During the twenty years you have been here how many dry seasons have you had? I have had 
three dry seasons.
2518. Do you call that a big proportion ? I think they have been as badly off in auy other part of the 
Colony.
2519. You do not think you suffer more from drought here than do any other portions of New South
Wales ? I do not think so. *
2520. What is your annual rainfall ? About 20 inches.
2521. Have you any •vermin to contend with ? Babbits and v, ild dogs.
2522. How are you coping with them ? As far as the rabbits are concerned, with wire-netting, and 
destroying them by poison, digging out, and fumigating. We trap and shoot the wild dogs.
2523. What does it cost you per annum to cope with the rabbits ? If I fenced in. say, 3,000-acre 
paddocks it would cost me about 3d. per acre to keep them down.
2524. I suppose the drought has assisted you materially in that direction ? Tes, wo have not many now; 
but they will soon he bad again if they are not kept down. We cannot deal with them by poison when 
there is good grass.
2525. Tou have had no experience in cultivation except as regards hay ? That is all.
2526. Have you grown any fruit? Tes; apples, peaches, pears, and grapes grow splendidly. Tho other 
fruits grow better than the apples.
2527. How many acres have you under cultivation ? About 20.
2528. What docs it cost you to clear for the plough ? I have aa advantage in my own case, because some 
of the timber had been killed for many years. It would cost three or four times as much to clear green 
timber ns to clear dry timber.
2520. What would it cost you, on the average, to clear laud taken up with green timber? I should ' 
think about £2 per acre.
2530. Out of your 8,922 acres what area would he suitable for agriculture? About 6,000 out of the 
8,922.
2531. I suppose that you know the proposal to extend the railway from Condobolin to Euabalong? Tes.
2532. Do you know that part of the country? I know it a little below Condobolin, hut not in between 
thero and Hillston.
2533. Would a line to Euabalong serve this portion of the country? No.
2534. At what distance are you from Condobolin ? About 70 miles.
2535. How far are you from the nearest station to the south? About 70 miles; I am midway between 
Temora and Condobolin.
2536. Ton think tbe Euabalong line would not serve the people here, because you are almost as near to 
Condobolin as to Euabalong ? Tes; it is about SO miles from here to Euabalong.
2537. Condobolin then would be a better terminus for you than. Euabalong ? Tes.
2538. Are you acquainted with the lines of survey from Grenfell to Wyalong and from Temora to 
Wyalong ? I know the route from Temora to Wyalong, hut not the other.
2539. Do you know the country towards Grenfell? I have been once or twice across that country.
2540. And you know the country between here and Temora ? Tes. "
2541. Knowing both routes as well as you do, do you think the railway should be extended from 
Condobolin, from Koorawatha, or from Temora? I certainly think the line should come from Wyalong 
in this direction, but whether from Koorawatha or from Tomora I cannot say.
2542. What timber have you upon your holding ? Box, myall, gum, yellow-box, ironbark, pine, and yarran.
2543. How much ironbark is there ? Very little. ■
2544. Where is the ironbark chiefly to he found ? From here to the north. '' '
2545. Do you think sufficient ironbark sleepers could he found hero for a railway ? Yes ; thero are some 
south from here, between here and Wyalong, and also to the north and west.
2546. What would he the chief freight supplied to the railway from the district P. Agricultural and pastoral 
produce.
2547. A\ ould you put any more land under cultivation than you now have if there were a railwav at
hand ? 1 would put in 1,000 acres in two years if I thought a railway would he brought here. ’
2548. That would apply if a railway were within 20 miles of you ? Yes.
2549. It would he principally wheat, I suppose? Tes; wheat and oats, or whatever would suit-—lucerne, 
and so forth.
2550. Do you know the surveyed route? 5Tes, it runs through my holding.
2551. If it were determined to build a railway here, do you think the Government would have auy 
difficulty in getting landholders to givo the required laud free of charge? If the Government would 
guarantee that they would not apply a betterment tax they might have some show of getting the land.
2552. You think that if the Government charge here the rates which are in force elsewhere, there would 
be a possibility of their getting the land free of charge ? As far as I am concerned I get very little from 
the Government for nothing, and I think I should give them about as much.
2553. How far would tho railway go through your property ? Approximately, 2£ miles.
2554. How much land would you have on each side of the railway? I should have about 2,000 acres on 
the north-east side.
2555. How far would you be from tbe proposed line direct, from Wyalong to Hillston ? About 16 miles.
2556. Do you know the land through which the line runs ? Yes.
2557. Is it private property or Crown land ? It is chiefly Crown land.
2558. What does it cost you to erect rabbit-proof fencing? About £60 a mile.
2559. Do you know the land surrounding your holding? Tes; most of it is taken up ou the resumed
areas. ' 2560.
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What is the character of the land available P It is good land; good for agriculture and grazing. 
But the greater portion would be fit for agriculture ? Tes.
Do you think a railway would lead to much close settlement near you ? Tes: and I should like to 

r say one thing about close settlement—it would materially help to exterminate noxious animals.
2503. Do you know of anyone who, if there were a railway here, would take up the agricultural land to 
which you have referred ? Tes.
2564. Where arc the persons to whom you refer? In the Berrigan district.
2565. Have you let any of your wheat go to grain ? Tes.
2566. What number of bushels would you get to the acre here ? In one year when I saved an acre for
seed there were 40 bushels to the acre. _
2567. Was that an exceptionally good year ? To ; it was in 1882. I do not think it was exceptionally
good. _
2568. It is chocolate soil, somewhat similar to that wc have passed through on the road to-day ? It is 
hotter than that.
2569. Mr. O’ConnorDo grapes grow particularly well hero ? Yes; I have had grapes for about twelve 
years, and they have done well in almost every year.
2570. Do you think grapes would bo produced either for the table or for wine-making purposes ? Tes.
2571. Have you been in Albury? Tes. -
2572. How do you think this district compares with the Albury district for grape-growiug ? Albury has 
a slightly moister climate than this. It is many years since I was there, and the vineyards wero then in 
their infancy; but I think this district would be quite as good a one for tbe production of grapes. Some 
persons who lived in Albury for many years are living to the north of "Wyalong now, and they are very 
much taken with this part of the country for grape-growing'.
2573. What height are you above the sea-level here ? 1 do not know the exact altitude, but wc are 
considerably higher than Wyalong.
2574. Yon think that if the Government constructed a railway here they would have to pay compensation 
for any land that they might resume ? They would have to got it in Ihe usual way. It is possible that 
the line might run through my place in such a way as to cut off a small acreage from the rest of the 
holding,
2575. Mr. Rarndll.] I suppose you would be prepared fo lot the Government have the land at a 
reasonable price ? Tes.
2576. Asa matter of fact, if the line ran through your property for 21 miles it would take 40 acres from 
you, and yon would think it hard, after having expended labour and capital in improving that laud, if you 
were expected to give it to tbe Government for nothing ? I think it would be hard. For instance, I 
might have expended a large sum in making water, and it would be very hard to have the water out off 
from the rest of the property.
2577. But you would he prepared to meet the Government in a reasonable way ? Tes.
2578. What would your land be capable of carrying in a fair season ? 6,000 sheep.
2579. A railway would enable you to stock with greater confidence, because it would enable you to get 
your sheep to well-grassed country in the time of drought ? Tes.
25S0. Where do you now send your clip ? To Sydney, via Temora.
2581. If a railway were brought here from Wyalong it would go in that direction ? Tes.
2582. Do yon send any live-stock away ? I send fat wethers to Temora sometimes.
2583. Tou would send them via Wyalong if there were a railway ? Tes.
2584. Have you tried growing potatoes here? Fes; they grow very well. We grow vegetables of all 
descriptions for our own use.
2585. What kind of potatoes ? Early Bose. _ 4 _
25SG. Do you think it possible for mixed farming to be carried on bere with railway facilities? les ; 
that would bo the way to make the most out of the land.

7a

W. 2560. 
Thompson. 256l.

2562.n i divt

William Stanley, selector, Restdown, Yariah, sworn, and examined:—
W, Stanley. 2587. Mr. JParnclli] How long have you resided in tho district ? Seven years.

2588. What area do you hold ? My son and I hare 5,120 acres.
11 Oct., 1897. 2589. What use are you making of it ? We run sheep and cultivate.

2590. What is your cultivated area ? 100 acres.
2591. What arc you growing ? Wheat, oats, and barley.
2592. Have yonr'erops succeeded ? They have succeeded very well.
2593. What has been your average yield per acre P A.bout 20 bushels ; we have had ns high ns 38 bushels.
2594. What has been your yield of barley and oats ? This is the first year wo have put them in.
2595. What has it cost you per acre to clear your land for the plough? My land was rung for years 
before I got it, so that it did not cost me so much. It must have been rung for fourteen or fifteen years. 
It would cost me from 10s. to 15s. an acre to burn off and clear.
2596. What would be the cost of ringing in tbe first instance? ■ One shilling per acre. The total cost
would be 16s. an acre, but the land had been rung for some time. _
2597. Where do you send your wheat to ? I have only stripped enough for flour and seed; I have cut it 
for hay principally, because we have been too far from a railway to cart the wheat away,
2598. Tou think the absence of railway facilities has been a great obstacle to agricultural developments 
hero? Yes.
2599. Tou know the proposal to extend the railway from Condobolin to Euabalong ? Tes.
2600. Would that extension be of any use to you ? Tone whatever.
2601. What is your present station ? Temora or Tarrandera; they are about the same distance away— 
it is about 80 miles either way. I live about 13 miles west by south from here.
2602. From a national point of view, why is a line from Condobolin to Hillston via Euabalong not so 
good a line in your opinion as a line from Wyalong and Talgogrin to Hillston ? A line in this direction 
would be the means of settling a number of abandoned resumed areas. There arc the resumed areas of 
Tariah, Binya, and Euratbra—about 40,00 acres on Nariah, 40,000 on Binya, and 20,000 on Euratbra.
2603. If there were a railway to Hillston via Talgogrin would you be prepared to put a larger area under
crop? Tes; I should have GOO or 700 acres every year. I would have 500 acres the year after next. 
I intend to have 300 acres under crop in any case. 2604.
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2G04 Do you think it likely that other persons would settle in the district, and do as you propose to do ? TV. Stanley,
I think that ah the resinned areas that I have referred to would ho taken up. It is red chocolate soil, ■—— 
and splendid agricultural laud. 11 Oct,, 1897.
2605. Do you think raised farming could be successfully carried on ? Most decidedly ; that would bo 
the best form of settlement,
2606. Tou kuow the surveyed line from 'Wyalong to Talgogrin, and on to Hillston ? Tes.
2607. Does, it pass through Crown lands ? Tes; it follows the travelling-stock route for a great distance.
I do uot think there would be any need for resumption.
2608. Have you grown anything besides wheat, barley, and oats? I have grown vegetables of all sorts ; 
onions do uot do as well as other vegetables.
2609. Have you tried any citrous fruits ? Ho ; but I have tried apples, peaches, and apricots. Apples 
do not do quite so well as do the other fruits; but grapes have doue very well with me during the last five years.
2610. What stock have you upon your holding ? I have only 500 at the present time. .
2G11. What would it carry in a good season ? It would carry about 3,000,
2612. Have you.any knowledge of the mineral resources of the district ? Hot much.
2613. Do you think they are of a permanent nature ? I think they would last a good while ; the deeper
they go down the better the returns they get. I have a reef being worked on my own place, and what I '
say has proved to be the case there; we are down 132 feet.
2614. What is the size of the reef ? Three feet 6 inches now ; it w’as about 10 inches on the surface.
2615. Which way does it trend ? Dast and west; the underlay is a little south.
2616. Where do you get your stone crushed? We have done very little yet; it is all highly-mineralised 
stone, and requires special treatment.
2017. Chairman.'] Have you any neighbours? Only three.
2618. What would be the area of their holdings ? They are full selections of 2,560 acres each.
2619, What is the land chiefly used for? It is principally under sheep.
2020. But, like your own, it is suitable for agriculture ? "Tes.
2621. Tou are satisfied with your prospects ? Tes ; the only drawback is the distance to a railway.
2022, Do you know of any persons who would take up land here if there were railway facilities ? I know 
of no one in particular; but I am sure all the land would he taken up for 20 or 30 milos on each side of tho line.
2023 How long have you been occupied in trying to make a living off the soil ? Twenty-emht years ; I 
had been farming in Yietoria ; I have been twelve years in Now South Wales. The hand I am farming 
here is quite equal to any land I farmed in Victoria. Wc have obtained better returns from it in wheat.
2624. xou think many settlers would come here from Yictoria if there were a railway? Tes. One 
advantage of the railway would be to secure tbe settlemcnt of areas which are now overrun with vermin.
2625. Mr. Farndl] Have you tried the growth of fodder for ensilage ? Ho ; but I think it could be grown quite easily,
2626. What do you think of the capabilities of the district for dairying? I think it could he made a success.
2627. Chairman] Tou think that any railway within 20 miles would he of great service to you? Tes.

William Hubert Waldron, grazier-, Talgogrin, sworn, and examined;—
2028. Chairman.] What is the extent of your holding? 2,560 acres.
2629. To what use do you put your holding ? It is being mined upon at present.
2630. How many lines of reef are there 'running through it ? There are four different lines of reef running cast and west.
2631. Is each of the reefs being worked ? Tes.
3632. How many parties are at work upon the different lines ? Our party is on the first line, there are 
Itvo parties on the next line, one on the next, and two on the next.
2633. Have they discovered anything payable on the different linos of reef ? They have not been declaredpayable yet. J
2634. But the indications are sufficiently promising to induce you to continue workiim ? Tes
2635. To what depth have you gone ? 14-U feet. "
2636. What is the width of the reefs ? They vary from 2 feet to 3 inches.
2637. Do yon put the land to any other use ? ] take in stock on agistment,
2638. Is tho town progressing ? Yes.
2639. .Rapidly r Lately.
2640. That is in consequence of discoveries in mining? Yes.
2641. Is mining your principal industry ? Just round about Yalgogrin.
2642. Are there any other industries withiu a short distance ? Ho ; there arc only a few selectors outside 
—about half a dozen, I think, in different directions.
2043. Do you think that with a railway there would he much prospect of the available land being settled 
upon ? I should say so ; it is good land.

in J’our own Paddock of good quality ? Tes; it is quite equal to the Cootamundra land. 
264o. Then it mining operations died out altogether your land would he turued to profitable use under 
agriculture r Yes. 1
2646. Is that the general characteristic of the mineral land here ? Tes.
2647. Is there auy large area of land in the district suitable for agriculture ? A very largo area. I think

t i\aVe, ',CJen <ul^','a'toc' ]oi1g ;lS° if there had been facilities for getfing the produce to market.2648. is the land as good as the land at Temora? Better than that.
2649. Is the land between here and Temora as good as it is here ? 
and west of it. It is hardly as good as the land north

W. H. 
Waldron,

110cCl897.

2650. nave you dono any grazing ? I had 1,500 sheep before the mining began.
26;j1( Will it carry 1,500 on tho average? I only lost eix in the year,

^°Ur 136(311 ”nProved 1*1 scrubbing and riugbarking ? Tes, previous to mv occupying it. 
26o3. Have you done anything to keep the land in good order since you occupied it‘or has the scrub 
grown up again ? I have cleared part of it. ' 2654.
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'V. H. 2G54. What is the carrying capacity of the land scrubbed and ringbarked, generally? It is equal to about 
Waldron. a s}jeep ^ 2 acres; I carried my 1,500 sheep in a good season. I never had sheep in a bad season, so that 

’9 difficult to say what tbe average carrying capacity would be. _ ,
' 2655. In what particular way would tbe railway benefit the district? 1 tliink that people would go in for 
mixed farming; that is what is wanted here to make things pay.
26-36. Do you know of any settlers who would come here if there were a railway? ]STo ; but l have heard 
mauy persons say that it is good country, and if a railway were here it would be worth while to take up 
the land. I myself have no doubt that if there were a railway almost all the available land would be 
immediately applied for.

TUESDAY, 12 OCTOBER, 1897.
. [BAe Sectional Committee met at the ‘‘Yalgogrin Hotel,” at 9'30

THOMAS RElsKY HASSALL, Estj. (Chairman.)
The Hon. Daniel O'Connor, | John Lionel Eegan, Esq.

Erank Farnell, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.
Walter Barnett, hotelkeeper, Yalgogrin, sworn, and examined:

W. Barnett. 2657. Chairman.'] You are largely interested in mining matters here, and can give us some information 
/■—--a—-', about the mining industry generally? I am interested in the mining here, at Temora, and. at Wyalong.^

12 Oct., 1897. 2658. Mr. O’Conmr.] How long havo you been in the district? I have been to and fro m the district 
for four years in December next, but I have resided in Yalffogrin only twelve months.
2659. Where were you before yon came here ? I was at Wyalong; I was one of tho first 111 the field.
2660. Were you interested in mining there ? Yes.
2661. You have a good practical knowledge of mining ? Yes ; I have been a miner for forty years.
2662. What do you think of the future of this district from a mining standpoint? I think this field has 
as good a future before it as any field I have been on for many years, and I have been on all the fields in 
the Colony. -As to tbe country round, about here, it is the best looking country I have seen. The average 
being obtained from the reefs which are now being worked is ono of the best averages of any field m the 
Colony. According to its ago it is better than Wyalong, and Wyalong averaged 2 ok. to the ton for tlie 
first twelve months. * In two years this field has averaged 3 oz. for the quantity of stone which has boon 
crushed. It is one of tho best fields I have ever seen.
2663. How many reefs are there here ? Thero are about twelve or fourteen lines of reef hero now being
worked. ' , nn, , j.
2664. Do you know how many claims are at work? I suppose there are about fifteen to twenty
claims working now. Fully twelve of that number are upon payable gold.
2665. The development will require more labour ? Yes; I consider that ■when we have the machinery 
we shall be getting after Christmas there will be at least 500 people here. There must be 200 wages 
men here now. Our deepest mine, the Adelaide, is 250 feet down. .
2666. Who is interested in that mine ? They are known as the Mossgiel syndicate; Tbe last crushing 
went 6 oz.
2667. What is the area which has been tested ? The place has been tested for about S miles round._ _

. 2668. And it has proved to have been auriferous within that radiifs ? Yes. The field, however, is in its
infancy yet; it has not been half prospected.
2669. You have some batteries erected? We have ten head up now, and wc are providing for an 
additional five.
2670. How many tons would that fifteen head crush a week? We could go through about 130.tons a
week. We do 100 a week now. We reckon about 10 tous to a stamper, lalung the poor with the 
good, we have about 800 tons to start upon. „
2671. You think that mining developments here would inevitably lead to a large increase of population ? 
Yes; the evidence which I gave before tho Sectional Committee which examined witnesses at U ynlong 
has proved to be correct. 1 said at the time that 1 considered tlie field would carry from 4,000 to 5,000
Hie for five or six years, and perhaps twenty. I said I thought that for f en or twenty years it would 

e many people there, and that has been proved to be correct. There are now from 2,000 to 3,000
people at Wyalong. ' ,.2672. Do you know the country from a pastoral or agricultural standpoint? I have been prospecting 
and going to and fro in it since 1869. It is good agricultural country for miles round, taking it in which 
direction you like. _________ _ ______________

Edward Carroll, miner, Yalgogrin, sworn, and examined:—
E. Carroll. 2673. Mr. Eegan^ How long have you been in the district ? Nearly four years,
r--- ----  2674 What part of the Colony did vou come from ? From Condobolin.

12 Get., 1897.2675. You are well acquainted with that district ? No; I did not reside thero long. I went there from 
Peak Hill.
2676. You have been following mining all your life ? Yes.
2677. You are interested in mining here ? No, I am hootmaking now.. . . , ,
2678. You have an idea as to what this field will become ? Yes; I desire to direct the attention of the 
Committee to the reports of Mr. Slee and Father Curran as to its prospective capabilities. I think a 
railway should he considered in connection with the mining as well as in connection with tho pastoral and 
agricultural interests of the country. You will see, on reference to the reports I have mentioned, that 
Yalgogrin is only in its infancy. Within 4 miles each way there is gold enough perhaps to keep thousands 
of persons profitably employed by and by. Cobar affords an illustration of the advantage of constructing
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■a railway to a mining field. If I Inul my way I would biing the lino from Temora j by and by these E. Carroll. 
Colonies will be amalgamated, and it will not be bo difficult to reach the seaboard by railway.
2679. Why do you mention Temora ae the point of departure for a railway in this direction? Because 12Oct., 1897. 
it is the nearest route to tho sea in Victoria. I have no particular liking for Melbourne, hut when tho 
whole of these Colonies are federated, the trade of the southern parts of Now South Wales will go to 
Melbourne as its nearest seaport,
26S0. Do you not tliink the Grenfell district is entitled to a railway ? Yes.
2681. Putting aside the question of federation, you think the Grenfell route would be the better route ?
Yes, for the Colony itself. The Grenfell district has splendid agricultural country ; there is none better 
in New South Wales. A railway in this direction would cause settlement upon country where there is 
nothing but rabbits now. ■
2682. Have you worked in any mines here? No ; hut I am interested in mines at Wyalong.
2683. You tliink the construction of a line through Grenfell would be tho means of developing mining as 
well as^the agricultural industry? Yes; probably the mining industry will pay eventually a larger 
proportion of interest and working expenses than will agriculture.
2684. Upon what fields havo you had experience ? My first experience in reefing was at Hill End in 
1871, and since then I have been following mining pursuits ; at the same time I cannot put myself 
forward as an expert in mining.

Samuel Hill, grazier, Yarraudale, sworn, and examined:—
2685. Chairman.] Have you been loug resident in the locality ? Thirty years. S. Hill.
2686, You have a pretty good knowledge of the district ? Yes. ^
2687. Mr. Farnell.] Where is your holding? About 0 miles north-east from Yalgogrin. I have nearly 12 Oct., 1897.
11,000 acres of conditional purchase.
2688, What is tbe carrying capacity of your bolding? It all depends upon the year. It would take 
about a sheep to 2 acres.
2680. What stock have you on it now? Very few; not quite 1,000.
2690. What area have you under cultivation? I have 270 acres cleared, but I have only 12 acres under 
cultivation this year. 1 only cultivate for home consumption.
2691. What do you think of the soil ? It will grow anything. I have ono paddock under cultivation 
now which has been twenty-eight years under crop.
2692. Wliat is tho reason you liave not put more land under cultivation ? Because there is no way of 
getting our produce to market profitably. 1 should put 1,000 acres under crop if there were a railway, 
because the land is easily cleared.
2693. What does it cost per acre to clear? I believe the green timber would cost fully £2 per acre ; but 
I have some timber which has been rung now for over twenty years, and all that you have to do in such a 
case is to burn it off. You could get it cleared for 7s. or Ss. per acre.
2694. What docs it cost per acre to ringbark ? About Is. an acre.
2695. So that tbe total cost of clearing, including ringbarking, would be 10s. per acre ? Yes. '
2696. You would havo to wait about four or five years after ringbarking ? Yes, and perhaps longer than that.
2697. Are there any available areas which could be put under tbe plough almost immediately ? Yes, it 
is good growing country.
2698. Have you experimented with different kinds of produce? Yes ; I have grown potatoes and corn.
I remember getting a middling crop off a 4-acre paddock one year. In another year 1 had 38£ bushels 
of wheat to flie acre off a small paddock, but it was a good season. If wo, had from 12 to 14 bushels per 
acre of wheat it would pay.
2699. And with a railway I daresay less would pay? A. great deal less.
2700. Where do you send your clip to now ? To Sydney via Temora.
2701. Is that your nearest railway station? Yes.
2702. Do you send any live stock to Sydney market ? Yes ; about twelve months ago I. sent from Temora 
nearly 900 fat sheep.
2703. And you would no do nbt use a railway for that purpose within 20 miles of your holding ? Certainly.
2704. .Do you think a railway would promote much settlement here? Yes; there is no better growing 
land in tbe Colony than you will find on the Humbug Creek.
2705. Have you tried fruit-growing ? I have tried a few vines, they did remarkably well. Two vines at 
my place cover an outbuilding, but they have been in a great' number of years.
2706. Have you any vintage grapes ? No.
2707. Do you think that mixed farming or dairying could be successfully carried on hero? Yes.
2708. Have you tried growing fodder for cattle ? I havo tried lucerne ; it grew very well for about three 
years; ] happened to turn the sheep on to it when the crown was just coming above tbe ground ; they ■ 
ate it oft', but it will grow again. 1 have 6 acres of lucerne in tbis year.

■ 2709. Have you any knowledge of the mineral resources of the district ? Yes; I believe it will turn out 
to be a permanent field. I am interested in some of the mines myself? I have a 20-acrc lease on one of 
the selections, about 6 miles from here.
2710. Are you working it ? Yes. '
2711. What has been the return ? We have not crushed auy yet, but an assay gave 30 oz. to the tou. ,
Our lowest stone gave 2 oz. 14 dwt., and our highest 30 oz,
2712. .Did that stone carry free gold ? Yes.
2713. Have you any pyrites? Yes; there are three different reefs running through tho ground; one is 
a good mineral reef; they are not very far off from one another.
2714. What are the timber resources of tbe district like ? There is some very good ironbark.
2715. There will be no difficulty in getting tbe necessary quantity of sleepers for a railway in this direction ?
Not the slightest. “ . .
2716. You know the proposed railway from Condobolin to Euabalong ? Yes.
2717. That line would not benefit you in any way? No.
2718. In tho event of the railway being constructed to Hillston, which would be the better route? 1 
think the route which was surveyed some time ago from Wyalong; a portion of it comes through my

place.
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Hill place. I think that with a little alteration, bringing the line further from the lake, you would find it tho 
—\ best route. It goes through about 31- miles on my property.

, 1897. 2719. Is jt all improved land? Tes ; but I should be perfectly willing to give the portion required for a 
railway, provided tho line did not cut off my dam. If it out off the dam I should expect the Government 
to compensate mo for severance.
2720. If the lino were not fenced it would do you no great injury ? No.

TUESDAY, 12 OCTOBER, 1S07.
[The Sectional Committee met at tke“ Wollongough Hotel,’' Ungarie, at S'15 p.m.']

present:— '
THOMAS HENBY HASSALL, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. | Erank Parnell, Esq.
John Lionet, Eegan, Esq.

Tho Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Condobolin to Euabalong.
Digby Noy Johns, settlement lessee, Crown Camp, Wollongough, sworn, and examined :—

Johns, 2721. Chairman.] "What is the area of your lease? Three thousand two hundred acres; but I am interested 
also in tlie Wollongough pastoral holding, in conjunction with my brother.

1897. 2722. How long havo you been a resident bere ? Four years.
2723. Prom what part of the world did you come here? Prom the Gold bum Valley, in Victoria, where 
I had been farming at Madowla Park. I was engaged in mixed farming—agricultural and sheep farming, 
breeding draught horses and cattle, fattening and breeding large quantities of pigs, and market gardening. 
Hearing that the Committee had come up here to investigate the desirableness of constructing a raihvay lo 
Euabalong, and believing it to be essential that Hillston should be the objective point of any extension in 
this direction, I attended there, as Chairman of a railway league representing tlie Humbug Valley, to suggest 
that the Committee should examine the country lying between Hillston, Wyalong, and Grenfell, with a 
view to laying before them evidence which would conclusively show that very extensive areas of laud 
suit able for close settlement and mixed farming would be traversed by a line in this direction for almost 
the entire route. I then prepared some evidence ae to this district, bearing out the view I tool;, that this 
suggested line would be moresuitable than an extension from Condobolin. I will submit to tbe Committee 
some particulars as to crops and rainfall, and will compare them with statistics from another wheat-growing 
district of the Colony, Green’s Gunyah, where large areas of freehold arc being taken up in small lots by 
farmers from all parts. The wheat-growing areas centre in Brookong, which was at one time proposed to 
be purchased by the Government, and which is now being sold for £2 10s. per acre freehold. I desire 
particularly lo compare the two districts in regard lo rainfall and soil. I have received a letter from 
Mr. J. H. Nutting, resident manager for the company owning Brookong, who has been well acquainted 
lor many years with 'Wollongough. It is dated Kith July, 1S97. He says :—“I have no doubtas to your 
being able to make a most valuable property of ‘Wollongough. It is sure to be a great wheat-growing 
centre. The soil is quite equal to that of Brookong for wheat, although the grasses are not.”
2724. Mr. Nutting has had a large experience of wheat-growing? Yes ; lie has about 3,000 acres under
crop on the share system, on the portion of Brookong station surrounding Green’s Gunyah.
2725. He has had experience in agricultural pursuits generally ? Yes ; he is able to make a comparison, 
having known both places very well for years. I will give you a comparison between spring rainfall at 
Tirana and 'Wollongough from" 1S00 to 189(5, taken from the "Government Astronomer’s reports. Urana 
is one mile from the Brookong boundary, and fairly in the cenire of all the wheat country of South 
Eiverina.

Comparison of the Spring Itainfail of Brookong anti the Humbug Wiley, IShO-lSlKi.®

AusfusL September. October. Annual total. Ho, wet days hi 
year.

0-3 2-34 1£0 22-90 64
1T2 l'o6 1 '71 17-93 60
1-56 3-57 1-52 28-90 68
1-55 1-65 0-95 22-50 50
1-10 2-48 291 17-75 5«t
2-39 2-04 3-00 19-77 50
1-24 l'7S K58 19-09 01
1*57 1-59 o-ss 17*61 59
1‘03 1-00 3 AS 29-36 63
l-7l J ‘22 312 29-29 S3
1-32 l-OS 1 -53 12-15 55
1T9 0-20 0-70 13-14 39
1-39 0-77 0'fi4 12-30
0-52 1 05 0 16 14-90

i ’Wlkngough
lbJU( Urana ..........

HXSir6-"’.
■“IS™80"?1 II.:.

iuu= J Wollongough
Urana .............

1 cor Wollongough 
lbJb j Urana .........

I, Analysis of rainfall of Urana and Wollongough iu relation to the growth of wheat in the most important spring 
months—August, September, and October Out of a total of twenty-one spring months in tho seven consecutive years, 
Wollongough has fifteen wetter than Urana. This is especially marked in droughty years.

II. The number of wet days is almost the same, and a utoser examination shows the wot usually Occurs about tho 
Bame period. The average annual totals are about the same, namely 20 inches.

The Humbug Valley embraces about 450,000 acres. The country is flat, and, with the exception of a 
few small areas, it is all suitable for agriculture. Tho runs embraced are Youngara Creek, 'Wollongough,

Bolygamey,
* Not? (on revision)1897 { UrananS.0l1.Sh| 1-931‘fH)

I'SS 
1 '27

1-44
0'8J
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]3oly<,ramey, Merriiifrreon, Ungiiric, Youngcc Plains. Kuglo, Pena, Cro\™ Camp, and Bygolorec. The 
oi.lioi- runs, lovvei' rlowji tlie valley, arc withm I lie sphere of the Condobolin railwav. The quality of the 
soil may he judged from the fact that when the runs were divided into resumed and leasehold areas, in 
]8Sf, almost the whole of Wollongough, all JBolygamoy, tho greater part of hfemngreen, all Ungarie, 
and almost all Jlygoloree were selected. As the resumed area is generally the inferior portion of a holding, 
you may infer that the quality of the soil is good. 'The geological formation on the hills surrounding tho 
Upper Humbug Valley is slate ; the soil is red, sandy loam, friable, and of great depth. It is well adapted 
to miscellaneous and continuous cultivation with rotation of crops, being readily fallowed even in summer. 
Miners who have sunk for alluvial have reached 140 feet without bottoming. This area includes 
Bolygamey, Merringreen, Youngara Creek, 'Wollongough, and Ungarie. On the Lower Humbug the 
geological formation is largely basalt, and the soil changes into a dark, loose chocolate loam of extraordinary 
fertility. This area includes Bygoloree, Crown Camp, Four Bob Camp, Euglo, and Bena. That basaltic 
area is the richest country I know anywhere south of the Lachlan. For crops it is by far the most 
prolific in all this district. It is outside tlie zone served by the Condobolin railway, and contains an 
enormous area of Crown lands. The basaltic area embraces Gorman’s Hill and Dundee Hills, where lime
stone also outcrops ; all that soil is of equal fertility. With reference to the fertility of the country, I might 
refer the Committee to Mr. Inspector Sloe's evidence before tho Sectional Committee in 1894, page 14. 
He there describes tbe district as “ a perfect Garden of Eden.” Ali this country lies outside the zone 
served by tlie proposed railway from Wyalong to Hillston, via Yalgogrin. But wero the alternative Humbug 
Valley route, through the Youngara Gap and thence to Hillston adopted, the whole of Humbug Valley 
south of Condobolin railway zone would be served, and also all this rich area, as the 25-mile zone of this 
alternative route would embrace all the country to within a few miles of Lake Cudgellico. This line would 
have this two-fold advantage—that it would reach and ojien up all the back country from Wyalong to 
Hillston; it also, if taken by the Humbug Valley route, has all the advantages and none of the draw
backs of tbe Lake Cudgellico route. The advantages of the route I suggest over the more direct route
lie in the character of the country traversed. In sjiitc of the line “ via Lake Cudgellico ” being 12 miles 
longer, and having engineering difficulties between the Lake and Hillston, it was judged by Mr. Kennedy—■ 
according to the evidence of Mr. Barling, in 1894, who quoted Mr, Kennedy’s report—that in com
parison with it, the direct route uvia Kankin’s Springs” must bo dismissed from serious consideration.
1 would point out to the Committee that by adopting tbe Humbug Valley route the whole of tho 
area referred to by Mr. Kennedy, almost as far as Lake Cudgellico, would be served, while all the 
advantages claimed by him for that route would be gained. The survey made to Hillston, via 
tlie Youngara Gap, by Mr, Gillett, C.B., has proved the practicability of this route which X am 
advocating, and I would strongly recommend it to the consideration of tlie Committee. I submit 
that there can be no comparison between the scrviceabloncss to the country at large and the profit
ableness to a raihvay department of a line through 70 miles of the richest of agricultural country, 
as compared with a line of G7 miles, skirting a chain of barren hills, the only merit of which would 
be that it would be 8 miles shorter, and that it; would serve the village of Yalgogrin, consisting of 
fifty working miners and their dependents? The Youngara Gap route, moreover, would afford abundance 
of convenience to them, as they ivonld be within 10 miles of it. I think also that it would be a 
serious loss to dislocate tlie route of a main line depending wholly for its profit on the agricultural 
produce it gathers between Wyalong and Hillston—beyond Hillston the country will never he anything 
hut pastoral—for the infinitesimal purpose of serving a small and hitherto unproved diggings at Yalgogrin, 
If the question he put to all witnesses, fhey will tell you that, from an agricultural point of view, tho 
line from Wyalong via Yalgogrin to Itaukin’s Sjirings passes through the very worst class of country 
that could be chosen between those two places by any route whatever. Tho climate of the Humbug 
Valley is almost identical with that of Brookong and the great wheat-producing areas of southern 
Eiverina. Mr. Bussell’s exhaustive tables of the temperature show that, compared with Urana, tho 
Humbug Valley is, on the average, 2 degrees Fah. hotter—varying from 1-i- degree in summer to about 
8 degrees in winter and spring, at which latter season the difference is greatest. The following crops 
have been grown on Wollongough :—Wheat, barley, oats, maize, corn, potatoes, fruit, and vines. As 
regai-ds the inexhaustible fertility of the soil, I may mention that tho old station cultivation paddock 
was continuously cropped for hay from 1872 or 1878 until 1894, and in that year yielded about 8 tons of 
hay per acre. It was then put under lucerne. At present, owing to the impossibility of making it pay 
to improve small areas for small quantities of sheep in such a way that they7 will withstand long droughts, 
and the impossibility of profitably growing wheat, owing to the great expense of carriage, selecting has 
been a failure. Any number of selections are for sale at low figures. The soil throughout the valley is 
in my opinion quite equal to that of Brookong and tho Eiverina wheat-growing district generally; and if 
a raihvay were to pass within accessible distance, ] am confident an immense number of men would 
avail themselves of the opportunity to take up land, in preference to purchasing from private owners. 
I myself know a number of men in and around Brookong, some of whom are working on the share 
system, who would come into this district, and would, I believe, settle here permanently ; in fact, tho 
way in which fhe district was rushed in 1884 shows that the quality of the land is well known and 
ajiprcciated by farmers. One great cause of the unprofitableness of selection has been the rabbits ; 
hut the greater part of the country is now netted, and is therefore protected from further incursions. 
I believe that with railway communication, settlement in blocks of 320 acres would take place with tlie 
same rapidity as on blocks of from 200 to 400 acres, situated on Brookong and tho neighbouring districts, 
and these are being eagerly comjieted for by farmers from all parts of the country. I know the Brookong 
and surrounding country very well, being very often there.
272G. Do you think a railway from Condobolin to Hillston, via Eubalong, would be of as much national 
benefit as a line running from some point on the Southern railway system to Hillston, passing through or 
near the country you have described ? Most certainly not. The country jiassed through between Con- 
dobolin and Hillston is largely inferior us compared with that of this district, and the rainfall is not nearly 
so good. Besides, a considerable portion of the land would be in the Western Division, and would notthere- 
fore bo available for settlement for twenty-one years; on the other hand, a line in this direction would 
run through land in the Central Division, the whole of which could be made available, when the leases fa.il 
in as they shortly will, if necessary.
2727. Do you think the land round about Ungarie is equal in quality to that in the cultivation paddock 

* 282 (a)—L which

IX N. Johns. 
12 Oct., 1S97,
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D. N. Johna. which you tell us has heen under cultivation from 1S73 to 189-f ? Identical. Almost in an adjoining 
paddock in ihe same year a crop was sold by weight, and it went over 8 tons on tho scales.

12 Oct., 1897. 2728. There is a considerable area of land here similar in quality ? The most part is similar in quality, 
and I think it would be greedily snapped up as soon as the leases expired if there were railway communi
cation.
272S). At what distance from a railway station could farming be profitably carried on in tbis district ? It 
depends on what crops the fanner grows, .fudging from what has been done I should say that wheat; 
could he carted 20 miles ; hut I believe the Humbug Valley would develop into a dairy-farming district, 
and that it would produce immense quantities of green fodder and fruit, and I do not think tho bulky 
produce could be profitably carted so great a distance as 20 miles.
2730. For what distance do you think it could be carted P Fifteen miles.
2731. "What would be the cost of clearing land fit for the plough ? Green timbered land can only he 
cleared for the plough by grubbing out tho trees with the spade ; old dead-timbered land can bo cleared 
by using a fire-stick. There are so mauy descriptions of clearing to be done. In some cases you have 
land upon which the timber has been rung for many years, and is absolutely dead. In other cases you 
have land where timber has been rung, and where some of it lias grown again—where it has not only 
grown again, but where tho country has thrown up large quantities of seedlings and suckers. The prices 
would vary under all those conditions—according to the nature of the timber. I might say that tho old 
ringbarked country here is exactly similar to a great deal of the country in the llrookoug district which 
has been cleared for 3s. fid. an acre, by tbe farmers taking it on the “ halves ” system.
2732. An enormous area of country along the route you suggest has been ringbarked for some years? 
On all tbe leasehold properties the country has been ringbarked, but a great deal of it has thrown up 
suckers and scrub, and requires to be ringbarked and scrubbed worse than over.
2733. Still, there is a large area of good ringbarked country which will be available for settlement when 
the leases fall in ? Yes, a large area fit for immediate settlement by men of small capital, given a raihvay. 
2734i. Bo you know the country between Wyalong and Temora, and between Wyalong and Grenfell ? I. 
know the country between Wyalong and Temora. Looking at the map before me. 1 am struck by tho 
fact that the whole of the. Crown land round Temora, with the exception of the reserves, have been alien
ated ; and knowing as 1 do how inferior the land is to the land in the Humbug Valley, L think the fact 
corroborates my statement that land here would he eagerly competed for. if a raihvay were constructed 
to tho district. I would like, however, to poiut out to the Committee what I consider to bo the real 
secret of agricultural settlement in this part, and that is fo have the timber and scrub thoroughly dead 
and dry before tho farmer of small capital goes upon the land. That is why tlie usurious “halves" 
land is being fairly rushed by farmers. Tbe very men who have failed when selecting green forest 
land for themselves arc making rapid fortunes by taking up dead-timbered land on the “ halves” 
system. Green forest land cannot be cleared for the plough under £1 10s. per acre. Bead-timbered 
land is being cleared for the plough wholesale on Brookong for 3s. Gd,, and the farmer of small means 
can, with the aid of his family, clear this rapidly almost entirely by burning it oft'; children can do 
most of it, the work being light. The ground is already sweetened by years of pasturing, and the 
farmer getting in ft good big area in his very first season has a large immediate return. Bealing with green 
timber means either very heavy expenditure in grubbing it when green, or if it is rung it means at least 
five years' delay while the trees are gradually and slowly becoming dry enough to burn out. Either of 
these courses ruins the farmer of to-day just ns it has ruined nearly all the selectors under the 1881 Land 
Act. The farmer of small capital cannot wait for four years before getting his return. The timber must be 
dead on the land if he is to make a success of it, and to get much of the country from Wyalong to Hillston 
into this state can only be done—but it can be done well—by the issue of improvement leases at a very low 
rental, with a. stringent condition for the killing of the timber. Wo have, even during tlie late drought, 
fed bullocks on belar which has been ringbarked eighteen months, I would therefore recommend, as tho 
railway cannot pass through this country for a number of years, that the land should be disposed of under 
improvement leases on such terms as would ensure the destruction of the valueless descriptions of timber 
upon it. Then when it is thrown open in small areas it can be cleared ata small expense—at least, 5s. per 
acre. In its present state it would cost from 30s. an acre to clear it, and the land would not then be so sweet 
for cultivation as it would be after being ringbarked for a number of years. Witli regard to the area of
450,000 acres of the Humbug Valley, it is, in my opinion, the best land which could be traversed by a line 
passing from Wyalong to Hillston. By far the greater portion of it is Crown land, and it can oniy be 
adequately opened up by a line which, coming from Wyalong, would go through Youngara Gap to Kankin’s 
Springs. Judging the value of this land by the present saleable price of similar laud in Brookong, it 
would amount to over £1,000,000. This land would not bo adequately served by a line from Wyalong via 
Yalgogrin to Kaukin’s Springs. This is important, having regard to the fact that the land will he ultimately 
occupied in small areas which will be largely under green fruit and fodder crops which cannot bear long 
cartage. I should also like to impress upon the Committee that 320 or fi40 acres would be sufficient for 
a settler if a railway came within 10 miles of him, because he could then grow green produce and fruit 
crops; otherwise, 5,000 acres would be required, as pastoral pursuits would have to be followed. 
I think I said in a former part of my evidence that wheat could he carted 20 miles. J had in my mind 
the fact that the Brookong farmers cart that distance; but I think, on further consideration, that it is 
only the expectation of getting a railway line that induces them to go there, and it is only at the present 
high price of wheat that they could afford to cart that distance.

Charles
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Charles Bailey Blyth, station manager, ‘Wollongough, sworn, and examined :—
2735. Mr, O’Oonitor.] How long have you been upon the station? Four years.
2736. How were yon occupied before you went to Wollongough ? I was on a station out Bourke way
for three years. .
2737. How long have you been connected with pastoral pursuits ? All my life, in various places. I 'was 
born in Tasmania ; but I left the country when I was 17, and I have been engaged in pastoral pursuits 
in Queensland and New South Wales ever since. I have always been connected with pastoral and 
agricultural pursuits.
2738. Do you know tho country round here pretty well? Yes ; I have beon over tho whole of it,
2739. For what distance ? 100 miles to the south, and 100 miles to the north-east and west.
2740. What is your opinion of the land iu this district ? I think it is as good as I hare ever seen, and I 
suppose 1 have seen the best wheat-growing land in tlie Eiverina.
2741. What portions of Eiverina have you seen ? I havo seen the Berrigan and Brookong laud.
2742. And you consider the land here quite eq ual to the land at either of those places for wheat-production ? 
Yes.

O. B. Blyth. 
120cC"l897.

2743. You can endorse the statements by Mr. Johns ? I cau.
2744. Is there anything you would like to add to his evidence? With regard to the railway' route, my 
idea is that a line might come through from some place off the Southern system—say, from the Blayney- 
Murrumburrab line, I think it should go through Grenfell, Wyalong, and Lake Cudgellico, to Hillston. 
I thiuk such a line would be of greater national advantage than a line from Condobolin to Hillston, via 
Euabalong j because I think the land on the route I have indicated is superior in every way. Not only 
that, but there is more chance of the land on that route being closely settled, owing to the leases falling in 
shortly. The leases on the other line have twenty-one years to run ; but tbe leases down here have only 
three years to run. That would apply to the leases from Grenfell nearly to Hillston.

Thomas Phelan, grazier, TJngaric, sworn, and examined :—
2745. Mr. Fe<]an.~\ How long havo you been in this district ? About thirty-seven years. ■ T. Phelan.
2746. During that time what have you been doing ? I have been engaged in agricultural and pastoral /__ *_ ^
pursuits. . 12 Oct., 1897.
2747. What is the area of your bolding ? !14,0!)0 acres.
2748. How many sheep are jmu running at the present time ? About 4,400.
2749. Have you carried more than that number at any time? Yes ; I havo carried 15,000 sheep—about
a sheep to the acre. .
2750. How long have you beeu in this immediate neighbourhood ? Seven years.
2751. During those seven years how many droughts have you had? Tho seasons have uot been good for 
the past three years.
2752. How many sheep, on Ihe average, could you carry ? A sheep to an acre and a half. You must 
remember that is‘after spending £10,000 on tbe 14,000 acres. It ’is conditional purchase land. There 
are about seven blocks of 640 acres, and the remainder would be conditional lease, with an annual lease 
of 2,400 acres.
2753. Have you improved the annual lease? Yes.
2754. What have you spent upon it ? Over £100.
2755. Are you doing any farming ? Yes ; a little at the present time. I have 29 acres under wheat.
2756. Have you tried wheat-growing in any previous year ? Yes. In any good season we get about 20 
bushels to the acre.
2757. Wbat are the best results you have obtained per acre? I could not very well say ; I have been 
growing wliat I wanted for hay for my own use. I have not gone in for wheat-growing, because thero 
has been no means of getting the wheat away.
2758. Do you know the land between here and Condobolin ? Yes.
2759. Which do you think would be the best means of reaching Hillston from the present railway system ?
I think a line from Temora to Wyalong and through the Gap on the old survey to Hillston would be the 
best line. There would be less engineering difficulties; you would have a large freight of agricultural 
produce ; it would open up a large area of country ; it would support a great number of people ; and it 
would be the shortest and cheapest line. ‘
2760. How far would you be, at the nearest pomt, from tbe railway which you have suggested? Asa 
matter of fact, the line would travel parallel to a portion of my land for 8 or 9 miles; but between 
Wyalong and this point the line would travel parallel with bona-fide settlement without a break.
2761. What is the distance between Wyalong ami Temora? Forty-four miles.
2762. You heard Mr. Johns state that a farmer could profitably cart wheat 25 miles to a railway;—wbat 
would tbe distance be in your opinion ? Tbe distance would be what a horse can do iu a fair day’s stage—
10 miles to a railway and 10 miles back
2763. Do I understand you to say that a line which would not be within that distance to the majority of 
tho settlers in a district would not be of much use ? I do not say that. I should bo very pleased to get 
a line within 30 miles.
2764. You think 30 miles would be a fair distance? Yes.
2765. Supposing there were a railway from Gronfoll to Wyalong, do you not think the people between 
Barmedman and Wyalong would be well served, having regard to the fact that there is already a railwav 
at Temora ? Yes.
2766. Do you not think it would be well, therefore, to bring the railw'ay to other centres in need of 
railway communication—Grenfell, for instance ? J do not know tbe Grenfell district well enough to say; 
but you have a trunk line already open to 'femora 40 miles in the direction of Wyalong. By continuing 
that trunk line an other 40 miles you would serve a large number of people, and you would at the same 
time be approaching Hillston. My idea is that the line should be called the Great Western line. You 
might have a light line of railway from Cowra to Grenfell.
2767. Have you tried trnit-gTowing? Yes; the trees have not been a success, owing to the rabbits. I 
have grown barley and 1 have also grown turnips, carrots, potatoes, beans, peas, and cauliflowers. My

garden
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T. Phelan, garden ground lias not been specially piclied for gardening ; it happened to be at the homestead. It was 
/—"-j1-—at one time supposed that we could grow neither fruit nor wheat between here and Wagga IVagga,

12 Oct., 1897. 2708. Have you tried the land for dairying to any extent V Ko ; but this Humbug Valley country is 
' well adapted to it. The soil is very deep ; it has never been bottomed that I know of. Dairying has not

. been tried extensively, because there is no market to which wo could send our produce. V7e make 
sufficient dairy produce for our own purposes.
2769. Do you nnd it keeps well ? Tes. .
2770. So if you were brought nearer to a centre of population by means of a rail way you think the dairying 
industry here would be a success ? I do, certainly.
2771. How is your run watered ? By tanks and excavations.
2772. Von have no wells ? iSo.
2773. Do you know of any wells having been put down here ? I know of one or two places where they
have been started, but no water has been found. .
2774. What timber is there on the land here ? Pine, box, oak, dogwood, yarran, and many othor scrubs. 
There is no ironbark.
2775. Do you know' of any ironbark close at hand ? I know of little belts 10 or 15 miles from here. 
There might also be some further on.
2776. Is there anything you would like lo add to your evidence ? I might qualify my statement as to 
the railway route by saying that on the northern side the land is all good, whereas on the southern side 
it is ridgy, ironbark, gravelly country. Prom Wyalong to Mandamah it is all bad country with the 
exception of small patches. I might also explain that several of the leases here will soon expire, and the 
lessees do not really want a railway.
2777. Why ? They want to secure the other half of their runs.
2778. They think the Government might hold hack the leases if a railway were on the_ point of 
construction ? Tes ; and I might add that, from my experience in farming, if there were a railway here 
a man could do as well wheat-growing on 640 acres as he could do on 14,000 acres with shcop.
2779. Would you put any greater area under cultivation if there were a railway here ? Tes. 1. have 
just finished a contract of 176 acres.
2780. Are you going to put it under wheat ? Tes. ...
2781. Do you know of any applications having been made for land in this neighbourhood ? Yes ; persons 
are passing through here from Victoria almost every day, and they ask me about the land in the district.
2782. Ton have no doubt that if there were a railway here the district would be thickly populated in a 
few years? Yes. 1 was in Rivonna before I came here, and as soon as a railway in that district was 
opened people very soon went for the land.
2783. What did your fleeces run this year? 1 got fifty bales of wool. As a matter of fact, I have not 
quite finished shearing yet, and 1 cannot tell quite how the fleeces will go.
2784. Where do you send your wool ? To Sydney.
2785. Do you know of any settlers hereabouts who are sending their wool to Melbourne? No.
2786. What wmuld it cost you to prepare land for the plough ? It would cost 10s. per acre including 
the burning off of the timber.
2787. What would it cost you to ringbark ? I paid for ringharking and having the land scrubbed and
scrubbed again 4s. 9d.; that would be taking the timber in its green state and allowing it five or six years 
to decay. _
2788. Then it would cost you about 16s. per acre to prepare the land for the plough? About that.
2789. About how many bushels of wheat to the acre have you got here ? About 20 bushels.
2790. 80 that wheat-growing would undoubtedly pay here ? No doubt it would if we bad easy transit.
2791. As matters stand it would not pay you to cart the wheat to Teraora? No.
2792. With a railway 20 miles distant at what price would wheat pay you ? Two and ninopence.

Richard Jones, farmer, Wollongough Station, sworn, and examined.
E. Jones. 2793. Mr. I'arndl.'] What area do you hold ? Over 2,000 acres. It is conditional purchase and addi- 

’-'i tioual conditional purchase.
13 Oct., 1897. 2794. How long have you been in possession ? Three years and ten months.

2795. During that period you have had an opportunity to test the capabilities of the soil ? Yes ; I have
growm wheat, hay, and vegetables. a
2796. What area have you had under wheat ? Twenty acres, and 12 acres for hay.
2797. Have you tried oats? No.
3798. Is that the extent of your cultivation ? Up to the present time. I have 25 acres more in this 
year than I had last.
2799. What, has been your average yield of wheat per acre ? About 17 bushels.
2800. How have you disposed of it? I have made it into flour for my own use; I send it to the mill.
2801. You have not grown any for market? No.
2802. Are you satisfied with the result of your experiment as far as wheat-growing is concerned ? Yes.
2803. What has been the obstacle to your putting further areas under crop ? It is too expensive fo get
the produce away. _ _ ...
2804. You know the prices which are realised in this Colony for wheat from time to time ? Yes,
2805. With a yield of 17 bushels to the acre, aud with proper facilities for getting the wheat to market, 
what area would you be prepared to put under cultivation? Between 400 and 500 acres. The seasons 
have been bad since I have been here, but 1 believe that in an ordinarily good season the returns would be 
much greater.
2806. At all events a yield of 17 bushels per acre at a fair price would pay ? Yes. _
2807. What distance could yon afford to cart wheat to a raihvay? About 20 miles. .1 think you might 
perhaps cart it 25 miles at a fair price.
2808. Have you scon any indications of rust in the crops you have grown ?' None whatever; and I have 
grown as fine crops as you could wish to see. I have also grown potatoes, cabbages, and maize.
2809. To what extent have you grown maize? I put in an acre as an experiment; it grew splendidly.
2810. You were satisfied with the result? Quite satisfied.
2811. Have you tiled fruit-growing? The rabbits destroyed the fruit-trees I put in, but they wrore
growing very well. 2812.
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2S12. Do potatoes do very well hero ? Yee, splendidly. I have tried the Early Rose, nnd also Brown
Hills. I tried a white skin seed potato which .grew very well indeed. Those which I grew gave from 30 ^ lgg7_
cwt. to 2 tons per acre, . ■ j.
2813. Have you any doubt as to the success of lucerne here ? No. I believe anything you put into the 
soil will grow.
2S14. Have you tried ensilage ? I have not made any ensilage since I' have been here.
2815. But you think you could succeed ? I have no doubt of it. _
2810. Taking all these circumstances into consideration you think mixed farming could he carried on 
hero ? That is my firm belief.
2817. You also think the dairying industry could be developed here? Yes.
2818. Are you dependent here upon artificial water? Yes.
2811). Are you running any stock ? None at present.
2820. "What did it cost you to prepare your laud for the plough ? About 22s. per acre.
2821. What character of country is it? It is flat country; it is all agricultural ground. The limber was
ringbarked some years before I took up the land. ,
2822. What would be a sufficient area here upon which to make a livelihood ? I reckon a man could live 
upon from 200 to 400 acres if he had facilities for getting his produce away.
2823. Have you any idea of the population within a radius of 20 miles of this place ? I capnot say
definitely; but I should think there would be about 1,500. I think that number would be within the
influence of a railway in this direction.
2824. I suppose you know it is proposed lo extend the raihvay from Condobohn to Euabalong? Yes.
2825. Is the raihvay at Condoholtn of any use to you at present ? Not the slightest.
2826. Would the extension to Euabalong be of any use to you ? No. _
2827. You think that if it is decided to connect Hillston with the railway system of tho Colony, the line
should pass through this district ? Yes. _ _
2828. What railway station do you use r Temora was our nearest station until the railway was extended 
to Condobolin.
2820. What is the rate of road carriage between here and Condobolio, and between here and Temora ? I 
do not think there is much difference. The rate is about 25s. per ton when there is back loading.
2830. Supposing you wanted to send a ton of wheat to Temora, what would it cost you, ordinarily ?
From £3 to £1 per ton.
2831. Are there any mineral deposits in this district? There are indications of gold in different places.
2832. You do not know of any prospecting having taken place? No.
2833. Have you had to fall back upon irrigation in connection with your cultivation ? No ; only for 
cabbages.
2834. Is there anything you wish to add to your evidence ? I would like to say that the country hero is
more adapted to agriculture than anything else. '

William Smith, selector, IJngarie, sworn, and examined:'—
2835. Chairman.} What is the extent of your holding ? 2,560 acres conditional purchase and conditional 
lease.
2836. Have you been settled here long ? About eight years.
2837. You desire to mention some reasons why a railway should be constructed through this part of tho
country to Hillston instead of going through Euabalong ? Yes ; I think the laud on this route is much 
better than on the other. _
2838. You think a line to Euabalong would not benefit this part of tho country ? I think not. As 
regards the southern route, I may mention that I have tried growing wheat, aud have found it a great 
success. 1 think that if we had a railway through here there would be a good deal of cultivation. It 
would pay us to grow it. So far we have had no market. We have been unable to sell when we did 
grow it.
2S3J). The road carriage is prohibitive ? Yes.
2810. Therefore, you would have to confine your operations to wool-growing, with small crops for home 
use ? Yes. _
2841. You think you could farm more profitably if you could use your land partly for wool-growing and 
partly for agriculture. Yes ; if you could get the produce away.
2842. Is the land all taken up in the vicinity of your holding? Yes.
2843. How is it held? By selectors.
2844. Ho they grow wool ? Yes; and they farm. _
2845. 1 suppose they cultivate only for their own use ? This year they have more in than they have had 
in former years.
2846. They are increasing their cultivated areas year by year? Yes.
2347. What area did you commence with ? I had only 7 acres at first; that was about three years ago; 
now I have about 45 acres.
2848. Ho you use the whole of the produce yourself ? Hast year I had only 40 acres in. and I used 
nearly all the produce off that.
2840. What area is held by the selectors who are near you? 1 think they have full blocks of 2,560 acres. 
There are selections pretty well all the way to Wyalong. There is settlement also at Lake Cowal to the 
east and still more to the north of us.
2850. But the bulk of the settlement is between your place and Wyalong? Yes.
2851. I presume you have a market for a certain quantity of produce in Wyalong ? Yes.
2852. In what direction from you is the available land ? North, cast, and west.
2853. Do you find farming pays fairly well in the conditions under which you can carry it on ? Yes.
2854. Y'ou are quite satisfied with your prospects r Yes.
2855. You think ihe land would carry a large population ? Yes.
2356. And that it would he at once taken up if there wore a prospect of a raihvay ? Yes.
2857. Are you in a position to compare this land with the land at Berrigan ? Yes ; I think it is equally 
as good. There is a much larger area of good land here.

W. Smith. 

l20eL/m7',

2858.
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W. Smith. 2858. Arc you able to cope successfully with the rabbits on your small holdings? If the whole of tho
1 set^cr0 P0'aon 7011 0811 keep them down, but unless everyone endeavours to cope with the pest you cannot

'* ‘ hope to be successful. ■
2859. 7. ou think that if the whole of this country were taken up iu blocks of 2,560 acres you would 
gradually be able to exterminate the rabbits ? Yes. That is the only way you can get rid of them.
2860. You have proved that you can get rid of them by fencing in holdings of 2,560 acres and poisoning? 
Yes. My father’s holding adjoins mine ; he had 60 acres under crop three years ago, from which he 
obtained 16 bushels per acre.
2861. Is that tbe average yield of the wheat-land about hero? In better seasons the yield would 
improve, but that would be about tbe average.

' 2862. You tbink you could rely upon 16 bushels to the acre year in and year out ? Yes.

TRUEST)AY, 14 OCTOBER, 1897.

[The Sectional Committee met at the Court-home, Wyalong, at 10 a.?n.]

present:—
THOMAS HENRY HASSALL, Esq. (Chairman)- 

Tho lion. Daniel O’Connor. ‘ | John Lionel Regan, Esq.
Ehank Eahnell, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

John Smethurst, architect, Wyalong, sworn, aud examined:—
J. Smothurst, 2863. Chairman.'] You arc Chairman of the Progress Committee ? Yes.
i ^ ou heard of the proposal to extend the railway from Condobolin to Euabalong, with a view
li Oct., ISO/. 1o ;tB ultimate extension to Hillston ? Y'es. Hut the only evidence I cau give with reference to that 

proposal ivould he of a negative character. A. railway is required for this portion of the country, and if 
it be not possible to construct tbe two railways I am of opinion that the preference should bo given to a 
line hi this direction. A railway connecting Wyalong with the railway system of the Colony is necessary, 
to begin with, tor the proper development of tbe mining industry here. Some of our ores are 
comparatively refractory, and expensive works have been erected here by capitalists for the purpose of 
treating them. At present the cost of treating them locally is so high that it is almost as cheap to send 
them to the smelting works on the seaboard. The cost of sending them there would be very much reduced 
if Wyalong were connected with the raihvay system of the Colony. You would have traffic in ore opened 
up from Wyalong over the whole railway system to lllawarra. If the cost of the local treatment of the 
reiractory ores be reduced below the cost of treating them on the seaboard then there -.vould be traffic in 
ores f.-om mining districts connected with the railway to Wyalong. To a certainly there wmuld be an 
inward and outward traffic in mineral ores to a considerable extent. "
28 15. Can you give the Committee an idea of the (quantity of refractory ore which is raised here? It 
would be impossible to give a definite estimate of the refractory ore which is raised annually, as the 
production of ore is not constant in the different mines. There are periods when sinking operations nro 
curried on, and when the output in some mines is almost suspended. Our mines are not being worked on 
tin; best ayslem. In fact, 1 think they are being worked on the worst system in tho world, and not until 
that system is done away with and a more modern system adopted will the field produce anything like its 
capacity. Hut I consider when the mines are opened up 500 tons a wreek would be a very fair estimate 
of tho quantity of ore w'hich wmuld require to be treated otherwise than by a battery. That would 
be a moderate estimate of the production of refractory oro when the system of mining has been 
modernised.
2866. Do tbe mines show any indication of permanence P Yes.
2867. Are the lodes well defined, and arc there foot and hanging walls ? Y*es.
2868. Do they improve with depth ? Yes; they show every appearance of going down to an unlimited 
depth, and increasing in value as they get deeper.
2869. Have you any idea of the deepest mine on the field? The deepest shaft is 470 feet. It is a 
prospecting shaft. They are endeavouring to cut a lode w-hich is not definitely known to exist on tho 
pronerty on which the shaft has been sunk.
2870. What is the deepest shaft at work where the lode is well defined ? Three hundred and twenty feet. 
The lode was struck there a few days ago.
2871. Have they proved tbe width of it? It showed about a foot where they cut it, but you cannot sav 
that that actually proves tbe size of it. They would require to drive along it for some little distance. The 
character of the stone is superior to any previously raised from the mine. It it highly mineralised, and 
carries a considerable quantity of arsenical pyrites. 'That shows through tbe lode from one side to the other.
2872. That stone will require special treatment? Yes.
2873. If it could not be treated locally it would he sent to the seaboard ? They can treat oro here as well
as it can be treated anywhere, but at tbe present time some is being sent to the seaboard, because it can 
be treated there more cheaplyOn the other hand, if local prices are brought down, as I feel certain 
they will be, there will be traffic from mineral centres near Wyalong. I am in a position to state that the 
cost; of treatint; refractory ores will be so reduced that it will be cheaper to treat them here than to send 
them to Dapto. 1 am surveyor for Duncans, Noyes & Co., who have large gold-extracting works at 
Wyalong, aud also in several parts of Victoria, and I can authoritatively state that tbe cost of Ireatiim 
refractory ores will in the near future bo less in Wyalong than it would cost to send them to any existin” 
works in the Colony for treatment. °
28/4. Can you give us an idea of the extent of ground over which gold is being mined at the present lime ? 
The mines on the field proper are now being worked from Bartley’s Tank to near the White Tank, a 
distance of about 5 miles ; it might be a little more than that. The length from north to south would be 
about 4 miles. There may be other mines working of which I have no knowledge.

2875.
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2S7o. Have you any idea whether the gold-hearing country continues westward ? Further west, towards J-Smcthurat. 
Yalgogrin, there is good development. 1 know that Father Curran, who is an expert, believes there will ^ ^ jgg^ 
he a considerable development between here and Yalgogrin. _
287(5. You believe, then, that there is a belt of gold-mining land extending 30 miles westward? Yes, 
certainly that distance ; and we do not know how much further it goes.
2877. Are there any gold-mining operations being carried on iu an easterly direction? I do not know of
any being carried on further than Bartley’s Tank, with the exception of operations some 25 miles to the 
east at Billy’s Lookout. Mining operations have been going on there for the last fifteen or twenty years 
in a small way. ■ . . t.
2878. Is the mining industry here progressing, or is it going back? It is progressing iu the sense that
the mines are proving to be permanent. The output is not progressing just at present, because the system 
of mining is not of the best. The large sums which have been made as profit on many of tbe claims have 
been dissipated, and when the time has come for carrying on expensive works capital has not been avail
able. Operations have been hampered by the want: of capital on the part of many of those who now own 
the claims. _
2879. Have you any idea of the average yield of gold per ton ? The all-round yield is about 2 oz.^ to the 
ton. With reference to the suitability of the land for agricultural purposes, I am not au expert in such 
matters, but in many places round Wyalong, whole the mallee has been cleared, everything planted has 
grown most luxuriantly. In some places vegetables are now flourishing where this time last year there 
was malice scrub. It proves, therefore, that the mallee land is not unfit for agricultural purposes. _
2880. What is the depth of the soil ? It averages from X foot to 6 feet. In some cases there are C feet 
of soil before you come fo the decomposed granite. I may also mention that fruit trees have been planted 
in Wyalong within 100 yards of where we a-c now. They have borne fruit, although they have been 
planted within tb'e last three years.

Jeremiah Moriarty, dealer, Wyalong, sworn, and examined:—
2881. Chairman.'] You have heard of the proposal to construct a railway through Wyalong lo Hillston ? J. Moriarty.
Yes. I mav state that I have had considerable experience in asricultnre. v
2882. Mr. O'Connor.] You have travelled about the district and know it well ? Yes. 14 Oct., 1897.
2883. Would railway extension from Condobolin to Euabalong be of any use to this district? Not tho
slightest.
2S8T. You know the Wyalong district well ? Yes. _ _ _
2885. What are the chief resources of tho district ? In my opinion, Wyalong and the surrounding district 
has a great future before it. In ordinary seasons the land hereabouts would produce wheat splendidly.
If we bad access to market it would be a great agricultural district. There have been two or three 
hundred applicants for one block of good wheat-growing land, and I gather from that that agriculturists 
have every confidence in the district.
2S8C. Bo you know the country from Wyalong to Temora ? Yes. _
2887. What is your opinion of it ? For some years past we have been unfortunate in tbe seasons, but, I 
have seen splendid crops growing along that route, TO miles on this side of Temora. I have seen splendid 
crops taken off the land in the last two had seasons. There are splendid crops about Barmednian this 
year. So far the country is undeveloped, but when cleared it would be capable of growing almost, anything.
2888. You think it would contribute a large volume of freight fo a raihvay? I am sure that agriculture 
would follow railway extension, and that there would be a great demand for land.
2889. Bo you know tho country between Wyalong and Grenfell? Yes; but I cannot speak so well of 
that as I could of the land between here and Hillston. In that direction the land is as good as any in New
South Wales.
2890. Have you been to Lake Cudgellico ? I have been near it.
2891. And you arc acquainted with the surveyed railway route to Hillston in that direction? Yes.
2892. You think the land would justify raihvay construction? Most certainly.
2893- Bo you understand anything about mining ? I have lived in a great many mining centres, although 
I am not a practical miner. I think the country for fully 50 miles west is auriferous, and that great 
quantities of gold will he found there, I know that practical miners entertain a very high opinion of tho 
prospects of the field,
2894. How far does your knowledge extend south of the proposed route ? I daresay 20 or 30 miles ; it 
is all good country. ' ________________________

James Plowes. hotel manager, Wyalong, sworn, and examined :—
2895. Chairman.] You know it is proposed to construct a line of railway from Condobolin to Hillston, via j, plowes. 
Euabalong? Yes.
2890. How long have you been in tho district ? For the greater part of my life, 14 Oct., 1897.
2897. Therefore you are well acquainted with the country surrounding Wyalong? Yes.
2898. From what point do you think Wyalong should be connected with the raihvay system? Wc arc 
not particular where the line comes from so that we get it.
2899 You are not proposing that the railway should stop at Wyalong ? No ; I certainly think it should 
go on to Hillston.
2900. Would a railway from Condobolin to Euabalong be of any service to the people of this district?
It would not serve the people of Wyalong iu any way. The distance from hero to Condobolin is 75 miles.
It is 42 to Temora and 75 to Grenfell.
2901. Bo you know the country between here and Grenfell ? The greater portion of it is good agricultural 
land.
2902. Is it watered by many creeks? Tbe only creek is tbe Bland Creek.
2903. Boes it run continually? It is not a permanent creek. ■
2904. Is it flat country ? Generally, the country between here and Grenfell is flat. It is capable of 
growing almost anything. Tho Bland country cannot bo surpassed as pastoral land.
2905. Have you bad much experience upon the land? I have been all my life engaged in pastoral and
farming pursuits. 2900.
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1'on cau (hereforo speak with authority as fo the capabilities of tho Bland soil ? Yes.
Jw there any mining between here and Grenfell? None.
What is produced at G-reiifell? Wheat, chiefly. 1 haie seen corn growing well there also.

_ What sort of country is it between here and Temora ? Travelling along the road you do not see 
the pick of tho country between here and 'Temora. The worst land borders the road.
2910. But, taking the country all through? The two routes are pretty much alike as regards country. 
There is good land all the way to Temora.
2911. How is it it is not good along the road ? It is not improved, generally ; but where it has been 
ringbarked and improved the land ia first-class.
2912. Has tho land been improved between here and Grenfell ? It does not need it so much ; it is plain 
country,
2913. It would be better for settlers with small means ? I would not altogether say that. The land is 
all in large holdings.
2914. Is the greater part of the land taken up? Yes ; and from here to Temora also.
2915. What kind of country is it between here and Temora as far as engineering difficulties go ? The 
two routes are about equal in that respect.
2916. As far as distance is concerned it is some 30 mile's in favour of Temora? Yes.
2917. You say you have followed pastoral and fanning pursuits all your life? Yes.
2918. What is the outside distance over which it would be profitable for farmers to convey wheat to a 
railway station? Prom 20 to 25 miles is quite far enough.
2919. Yon think a railway 20 miles distant from a farm would serve all purposes ? I think so.
2920. Have you done any ringbarking and clearing in country similar to this ? Yes ; I do not know what 
it would cost to clear the mallee country ; but it would cost about from 9d. to Is. per acre to ringbark Ihe 
more open portions. I should think that from 15s. to 17s. 6d. per acre would clear the land for tho 
plough—say, £1 per acre.
2921. What is the wheat yield in this district ? It has been as high as 20 bushels to the acre. I have 
heard of a yield of 30 bushels to the acre between here aud Grenfell: 16 or 17 would be the average in the 
district,
2922. Can you advance any other reasons why the township of Wyalong should be connected with the
railway system? No; I think the principal reason is to be found in the agricultural capabilities of tho 
district. Of course, the mining industry would also benefit. *
2923. What is the rate of carriage between here and Sydney ? I am unable to say what the rate is at the 
present moment.
2924. What is tlio highest freight you have paid for forage during the present year? I have paid as high 
as £9 and £9 10s. per ton for chaff,
2925. How long ago was that? Not more than three or four months ago.
2926. Is that the highest price you have paid for forage since you have been in the district? Yes.

8 5

J. Plowes. 2906.
2907.14 Oct., 1897. 2903 
2909.

Frederick Neeld, jun., miner, Wyalong, sworn, and examined:—
F. Neeld, 2927. Chairman.'] You are one cf the original discoverers of the Wyalong goldfield ? Yes.

jun. 2928. Mr. Farndl.] How long have you been here? It is four years last September since we found the
s first gold.

14 Oet., 1897- 29 29.^ In 1894 you were a progressive township, with a population of 4,100 souls ? Yes. The population 
has since decreased. Tho field was over-populated at the time, development was slow, and there were too 
many here. I have no doubt, however, that the population will increase again.
2930. Wliat is the condition of Wyalong from a mining standpoint now as compared with 1894? There 
can he no doubt so far that the field is in its infancy. We have every confidence in the field being 
permanent. IV o have laid out a very large sum of money in machinery, and wc should not do that unless 
wo thought a good deal of the place.
2931. Have your mining operations been satisfactory ? Yes ; I think they compare favourably with 
those in any place—not only in New South Wales, but in the Colonics.
2932. What is the nature of the country? It is granite country. The reefs run iu and out; that is
characteristic of all granite country. When we were first on the field we did not liko the reefs pinching 
out. Wc used to be afraid of their disappearing ; but we think nothing now of losing and picking them 
up again. The same thing occurs at Charters Towers. ’
2933. Is the stone all treated locally ? We have chlorination works of our own. We have been treating 
stone for the public as well as our own stone. Had our works been larger we should have been able to 
treat a great deal more refractory stone. The battery will save some of the gold, but not all of it. In 
some cases we got 2 oz. per ton by tbe battery, and by chlorination 5 or 6 oz. Tho amount of gold which 
was being lost in Wyalong ia enormous. Since chlorination works have been started results have been 
much better.
2934. I take it that the majority of mines are dividend paying? Many mines are, and there is every pros
pect of their improving wilh depth. We are only down to 209 feet in our mine, buttho shaft to the north 
of us is down 300 feet, and to the south they are down 250 feet. Our own reef looks more permanent at 
the deeper level than near the surface.
2933. What area do you hold ? Nine acres.
2936. How many men do you employ ? About forty-five at the present time. In throe or four months 
we shall have more than double that number. Iu six or seven months’ time there will bo twice the 
number of men employed in the principal mines.
2937. What advantage would be gained to tbe railway system generally by railway extension via 
Wyalong ? It would be of considerable advantage to us in connection with the chlorination works. The

, carriage of chemicals costs us about £509 a year I suppose the chemicals and machinerv would amount 
to about 159 tons. A railway would, therefore, involve a saving to us of from £209 to £300 a year, and 
other large works would he beuefitted similarly by the doing away with road carriage.
2938. Ho you know Yalgogrin ? Yes; samples have come to us from Yalgogrin for treatment. Wo 
have a very good opinion of the stone. No doubt great developments will take place between hero and 
Yalgogrin.

2939.
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2039, You are satisfied from bulk assays that it will be a good field ? If there were a railway here there E1- Reeldi 
would be very much more prospecting, and stone would be brought to our works from different mining ^
centres. 2^ Oct 1897
2940, Yon think that if the railway to Ilillston passed through Yalgogrin there would bo a certain '' '
amount of mineral traffic from that direction to Wyalong ? Yes.
2911, What have you laid out on your chloriualion works and machinery ? £6,000 or £7,000,
2942. You know the country round Wyalong for a radius of 10 miles? Yes.
2943. Have you scon any indications of mineral which would lead you to suppose that the country within 
that radius is of tho same character as the Wyalong country ? Yes ; it is all auriferous, and there are 
likely to be discoveries at; any time. At Wyalong there were at first small indications. It is all 
auriferous country, and you may have a big discovery anywhere. We have no outcrop here such as they 
have in Western Australia. It was only from loose stones on the surface that the Wyalong field was 
discovered.
2941. You had something to do with the discovery ? Yes ; I and my father were tho first to discover the 
Wyalong field. It was reported in December, 1893. We found gold in September, and prospected 
before wo reported it.
2915. Was it free gold ? Yes; but it was very fine. We bad to use a glass to discern it. That makes it 
very difficult for prospectors. You may walk round and try for years and never come across the gold.
I have every faith in the district for mining. In time to come I am certain that Wyalong will bo a large 
mining centre.

John Ernest Eiecnstaedicr, manager, Wj along Chlorination and Cyanide Works, sworn, and 
. examined:—

2916. C/mirman.] In view of the proposed railway extension to Hillston, can you give us any evidence 
showing which would be the better route to adopt—that via Condobolin aud Euabalong, or that via 
Koorawatlia and Grenfell and Wyalong ? I should not care to express an opinion as to which route 
should bo adopted ; but there are numerous reasons why Wyalong should be connected with the railway 
system.
2947. Can you give us any information as to the extent of the field, and as to its probable permanence? 
I can only speak of tbe number of payable reefs here. I represent Mr. Sully, who has spent about 
£22,500 in the erection of machinery to treat tho stone in Wyalong and the surrounding districts. Ho 
has so much faith in the field that he has, within the past six months, erected extra machinery, which has 
cost very nearly £2,000. Within that period wc have added the cyanide plant, and have bought over
2,000 tons of tailings. So far we have treated upwards of 1,200 tons profitably. Our railway account 
1ms been pretty heavy. I estimate that iu the ordinary course of trade we shall have about £40 or £50 
a month of railway freight. It seems hard Unit we should be handicapped to tbe extent of having to pay, 
as far as Temora, £2 a ton for road carriage. L. addition to that, I estimate Unit we shall get a 
quantity of stone from the surrounding mining centres. Eor instance, if a railway were brought hero 
from Grenfell we should get stone from Grenfell, because it would be nearer than sending it to the 
metropolis, and the facilities for treating stone arc as great here as they are at any other works in the 
Colony at the present time.
2948. You know the stone at Yalgogrin ? Yes.
2949. Some of it is of a refractory character ? Yes. There arc some very good reefs there which have 
not yet been developed. I have lately seen one or two reefs there winch, in my opinion, were very good.
2950. Do you know any of the niines at Yalgogrin ? Yes ; there are two or three that are payable.
2951. Have you received any stone from there for treatment? No; if the line went from 'Temora we 
should get the Temora and Iteefton business. J suppose that the Eailway Commissioners would give ua 
the same facilities for bringing stone here as are given to take it to the seaboard. Machinery is being 
erected by other companies at the present time, and at the present; rate at which wood is being used it 
will soon become pretty scarce within a few miles of Wyalong. There would be, therefore, freight iu 
wood for a railway. Iu country like this the expense of putting down railway lines would be very cheap, 
and I presume they would have loop lines running right up to the different shafts, as they have at Charters 
Towers and other mining centres. There can be no doubt thaj; railway facilities would allow ns to treat 
very low grade ores. In Wyalong they depend very much upon getting stuff that will give 5 or 6 o?.. to 
the ton, whereas in other places they get 1 oz. to the ton, and make £2 profit on a ton of ore.
2952. Is the bulk of the ore here of a refractory nature,requiring special treatment? Some of thestono 
here is free-milling stone, while in other cases the stone is of such a character that you do not get more 
than 40 per cent, out of it by a battery.
2953. 1 suppose the tailings’are well worth treating? Yes. On the other hand, a lot of the tailings 
have not been worth buying, tbe batteries having extracted pretty well all tbe gold from them.
2954. What do you tbink of tbe prospects of permanency of this field? I think it has every prospect 
of permanency. I think the amount of money wo have expended in putting up machinery is tho strongest 
proof of our confidence in the place, I know of no place where mining is more active than it is at 
Wyalong. There is a considerable amount of prospecting going on here at the present time. New 
discoveries are being made every week.
2955. You tbink there is a wide belt of auriferous country round Wyalong? Yes ; it has been proved 
to he so. You have to consider not only Wyalong, but Yalgogrin and Eeefton. There is a number of 
good reefs at Yalgogrin which are not yet opened up.
2956. You think that a line from Koorawatha to Grenfell, Wyalong, and Hillston might be regarded as 
a national line ? Yes ; and T also think it would be one of tbe leading lines of the Colony from a mining 
standpoint. A great quantity of ore will come to Wyalong from different mining centres for treatment.
2957. You do not think tho field will peter out? No.
2958. Do the loads invariably improve with depth ? Some of the roofs improve with depth ; others do not. 
It is just the same here as on other fields—you lose the gold and find it again. Yalgogrin is heavily 
handicapped from want of capital. Then the labour conditions are very hard upon those who have leases. 
I have no doubt in my own mind that if the railway bo extended to Wyalong persons will spend large 
sums of money here. The Prince of Wales claim is just putting up big machinery, and other claims will

2S2 («)—M ’ do
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14 Oct. ,1897,
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do tho same. A number of them have got machinery within the last eighteen months. Prior to that 
there was no machinery on the ground for winding. Now there are six mines with winding machinery.
2959. Those mines, at all events, have proved that the reefs as they go down are of a payable nature ? 
Tes.
2960. Primitive appliances would not be sufficient for the depth at which they are now working? No,
2961. Mr. H'egan.'] Well, how much stone can your machinery deal with in twenty-four hours ? Well, 
about 150 tons by chlorination, and about 150 tons by cyanide.
2962. JTow much can you crush ? About 35 tons a day.
2963. That is, with your new machinery ? Tes.
2964i. What could you crush with your old machinery ? We did about G or 6 tons a day ; that is all. 
2965. What is the latest machinery you have imported on the field ? The mill we have at present is a 
Erupp Ball mill.

Robert James Cullen, mining speculator, Wyalong, sworn, and examined:—
R. J. Cuilen, 2966. Mr, O’Connor.'] How long have yon been here ? About three and a half years.

2967. Where did you reside beforehand? I have been in the district for four years. 1 was at Coota- 
14 Oct., 1897. mundra and Temora mining.

2968. Are you a practical miner ? Tes ; I have also boon to Peak Hill, Talgogrin, and otker places.
2969. Ton are now interested iu several mines (o a considerable extent? In the Now South Wales, the 
Lighthouse, and other mines.
2970. What, in your opinion, is the best route with which to connect Hillston with the railway system of tbe
Colony ? 1 do not know about the best route, but •wo certainly want a railway to Wyalong. As far as
our claim is concerned—that is, the New South Wales—we have had to send the whole of the stone to 
Dapto and other places for chlorination. Our average output is about 40 tons per month. It has averaged 
about? oz. a ton. •
2971. How far are you down ? 200 feet, and the stone is improving. ‘
2972. There are indications of permanency ? Tes.
2973. Ton are personally acquainted with other mines outside of your own? Tes.
2974. A.re the indications good in those places ? Tes ; I think the whole of tho indications—and some 
of the reefs have been tested to something like 300 feet—show permanency'
2975. Ton have plenty of faith in the future of Wyalong? 1 certainly have ; as far as the reefs lia\e
been tested they have been proved richer with depth. •
2976. What are the labour conditions here ? I think about two men to the acre.
2977. Is it in the power of the Warden to vary them, and to say how many menshaH bo employed? Tes.
2978. In your opinion, do the labour conditions interfere with the development of the mines here ? Tes, 
I think so. In some cases tbe labour w'hich has to he employed deters the investment of capital. It also 
hinders prospecting. Suppose you have a lease of 10 acres, for instance, you would have to pint twenty 
men on to it, and that would mean great expense.
2979. This field is supposed to be a poor man’s field, and you think the labour conditions arc such as to 
seriously retard this development? Tor.
2980. Do you know tbe land between here and Talgogrin ? Every inch of it,
2981. Is it gold-bearing country ? Tea ; but there has been very little prospecting done.
2982. Do you yourself know Talgogrin ? Tes. I know every one of the mines there—the Black Coon, 
Picanniny, Eureka, Adelaide, and Shelly’s. I think it will he a good field in time, but it requires capital. 
2938. And railway communication will of course be of the greatest advantage ? Sfcs.
29S4. 1 suppose a railway will be of considerable benefit, quite apart from mining development? Tes ; 
there is good agricultural land all round Talgogrin. and right out to Lake Cudgellico and Bygalore. I 
think it is the finest country in Australia.
2985. Is there anything else you wish to say ? Only that in a fair season the laud is capable of growing 
anything.
29B6. Do you think that if the field is to be developed by men of small capital the labour conditions 
must ho modified ? Tes ; I. might mention one instance. Some time ago on tho Princess claim they had 
16 acres of ground and wanted to sell it, but it was refused because tho labour conditions were too severe. 
They would have involved the employment.of thirty-four men. They said, " If you had lumps of gold 
as big as iny thumb we could not buy, because the labour conditions are so severe.”
2987. Mr. FarnelL~\ Are those labour conditions supplied by statute law, or by regulations ? T do not 
know.
2988. Mr. Fcgan.] Some men favour no labour conditions at all ? Tes ; I think some concession should 
be made to prospectors.
2989. Mr. Farnell.] They do not object to employ the labour if the mine proves dividend-paying ? No.
2990. Mr. Fegan.] It is only where a mine proves payable that labour Conditions are imposed? Yes; 
but in the eases to which I refer I do not think the mines are payable. I know of one case where thirty- 
two men had to be employed on a mine, and it is not a dividend-paying claim so far.
2991. Chairman.] It is in cases where mines arc not paying that the labour conditions are found to be so 
oppressive; you think they hinder development ? Tes.

James Joseph McDonnell, mine-owner, Wyalong, sworn, and examined:—
J. J. 2992. Chairman.] You have heardof theproposal toconstructa railwayfromCondobolinto Euabalong? Tes. 

McDonnell. 2993, Do you think a better route might be adopted to reach Hillston ? Certainly I think so.
' 2994. Mr. Fegan.] What mines do' you own ? 1 hold shares in the Currajong, Golden Pleeco, White 

14 Oct., 1SD7, yjeef5 atKl others, but none of the others are paying. They are prospecting claims,
2995. What reasons can you advance for tbe adoption of this route in preference to the route from 
Condobolin ? I think there is a better lot of country to open up on this route than on the other. There 
is no country lo speak of worth occupying between Condobolin and Euabalong. The travelling stock 
reserve takes a good deal of the river frontage. There is no chance of getting any settlement close to ’ 
the river.
2996. Is there much country in this direction fit for close settlement ? Tes.

2997.
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2097. And a railway having Hillston for its objective jioint would therefore be a paying line ? Most 
decidedly.
2998. Are you acquainted with the route from Koorawatha through Q-renfell to Wyalong? I have been 
all through the country from here to Grenfell. I do not know where the line is located, but I know the 
country across the Bland. I have not been all the ivay to Hillston by the suggested route, hut I-have 
been as far as Cudgellico and Naradhan,
2999. What kind of country is it from hero to Temora ? Pretty level country—box and yarran.
3000. What is the soil capable of producing ? Hear Barmedman a selector named Maher had a small 
paddock from which he obtained a little over 40 bushels to the acre of wheat. I think he said it was 42 
bushels.
3001. It is fairly good agricultural country between here and Temora ? Yes.
3002. What about the country between here and Grenfell? That is also good country.
3003. In what direction do you think a railway should be taken at Hillston in order to serve the greater 
number of people at a reasonable cost ? Individually I should prefer the Temora route. I fancy that 
would be the best connection. There would lie a larger po'pnlation between here and Temora than 
between here and Grenfell.
3004. Is not the land on both routes taken up ? Yes ; but there are more selectors about Barmedman, 
and between here and Temora, than there are between here and Grenfell.
3005. Ho you know of any engineering difficulties in either route ? I do not think there would be any 
difficulty of that kind. The Bland Creek is the only creek of any significance on the Grenfell route.
3006. You are living here ? Yes. I was living at Barmedman before Wyalong broke out.
3007. Have you seen any crops of hay here? Yea ; oaten and wheaten hay, also lucerne.
3008. Are the mines yon own permanent ? I think they give pretty good prospects. The specimens I 
produce were obtained at the 220-feet level in the Golden Fleece. I estimate that the'stuff will go about 
10 oz. Similar stone I have seen go as high as 30 oz. per ton, assayed by Mr. Pittman, of the Department 
of Mines.
3009. Can you tell us the depth of some of the mines ? The White Beef is 279 feet, and the Golden
Fleece 220 feet. '
3010. What would be tho width of the reef at those depths ? J cannot say—the reefs run in and out.
3011. You are not troubled with water in the mines ? Very much so ; some of the mines have knocked 
ofE now ; it was impossible to work in them.
3012. Tn what depth do you go before you reach the water ? 150 feet. Whips are not capable of
coping with the water after you get down 150 feet; you want some kind of whim after that depth,
3013. You I'egard Wyalong as a permanent gold-field ? Yes; but I think we want a new mining law. 
The present labour conditions are too severe. As regards a railway, we have sent stone to Dapto, the 
road carriage to Temora being £1 a ton. If there were a raihvay, and the same rates were charged as are 
charged from Temora to Dapto, the carriage over the distance from here to Temora would he Is. Sd. 
instead of £1 ; that would be of great consideration.
3014. What does it cost to send to Dapto ? £4 Gd. per ton ; tho carriage from here to Temora is £1; 
from Temora to Dapto, 14s. 6d.; from Dapto to tho works Is., and £2 6s. for treatment. Mr. Howell, 
the manager of the Dapto works, told me that they would be able to treat the Wyalong ore cheaper, on 
account of the nature of the mineral in it. It would come in for flux, instead of the company having to 
buy it.
3015. The carriage from Temora to Dapto is cheaper than the road carriage from Wyalong to Temora? 
Yes.
3016. Mr. Farrell] You think that if the; labour conditions were amended the development of the district 
would be comparatively rapid? Yes; as regards certain claims. You have to put four men on for the 
first six months, and eight men afterwards, on a claim of 4 acres. When converted into a lease the 
conditions of lease do not say that tbe ground must be payable at all. It was held at oue time that the 
ground had to be payable before you bad to put on eight men, -but the conditions of the lease say four 
men for the first six months, and eight afterwards, whether the claim he payable or not.

J. J.
McDonnell.

140^1897

John Nicholas Penberty, miner, Wyalong, sworn, and examined:—
3017. Mr. Farnell] How long have you been in the district ? A little over three and a half years; 
came here in March, 1894.
3018. Had you any previous knowledge of the district ? No".
3019. How long have you been engaged in mining operations? From my cradle. 1
3020. You have had good practical experience?' Yes; I went under the surface when I was 12 years 
of age.
3021. Where have you gained your experience? The first seven years in my native land; and thirty 
years in South Australia, Queensland, and Hew South Wales.
3022. You are in a position to arrive at a reliable conclusion as to whether this is likely to he a permanent 
field or not ? It is a difficult matter to decide, because the field is yet in its infancy. The field, being a 
poor man’s diggings, has had to rely upon itself for support without outside capital. I think that is a 
guarantee for its prosperity and progress.
3023. How do the reefs run here ? Principally north and south. ■ The majority of them are nearly
vertical; they are from 1 foot to 9 feet in width. I have worked on one at from 9 inches to 1 foot, and 
on another out on the Barmedman-road 9 feet wide. ■
3024. As to the continuity of the reefs which you find running east and west, do they keep up their 
average pretty well ? The reefs run north and south for a distance, and they then suddenly swerve, but 
eventually they come back again north and south.
3025. Do you think tho stone is capable of being treated with the best results with the machinery on the 
field ? Up to the present they have not obtained the best results; but since the chlorination works have 
been opened the results have been better; they are probably now as nearly perfect as possible. The 
fact that tailings have given 2 oz. to the ton shows that the miners had not received what they ought to 
have received,
3026. Are there many poor men’s claims here ? They are nearly all poor men’s claims. They have put
some of the men in a good position to-day, 3027.

I J. N. 
Penberty.

14 Oct., 1897.
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P^h^t ^927. Hara tlic labour conditions operated harshly in the development of the field? Tes; very harshly. 
I think a hard-and-fast; rule in a case of a field liko this is entirely out of -place.

14 Oct 1897 ^928. Ton think the provisions of the law should be more elastic ? Tes ; for the simple reason that if 
■’ three or four poor men come along and take up a piece of ground, having no money, it is six, eight, nr 

twelve months before they can raise a quantity of ore which will produce, cash. AVc have been entirely 
neglected by capitalists, and after the unfortunate men have developed the ground, and, from the want of 
money or food, a portion of them are compelled to go away to earn a little, other people rush on to the 
ground like a lot of vultures to take it, leading to lawsuit after lawsuit. Eventually the man with tho 
longest purse wins the day, and the poor man who has partly developed the ground has to go elsewhere.
3029. In your opinion the labour-conditions are not such as to lead to rapid development of the resources 
of the field ? Certainly not.
3030. Prom your knowledge of mining fields in other colonies, what should you say would be tbe extent 
of the mineral deposits here ? It is impossible to say. Tho country is auriferous from Temora 
through here to Talgogrin, There are possibilities of balf a dozen "Wyalongs between Temora and 
Hillston,
3031. You think that this is not the only field likely to be developed in this direction ? Quite so.
3032. What would you think would be the main advantages of a railway which would go from Wyalong to 
Hillston ? It is quite evident that Wyalong needs a railway, and I have no doubt that a number of 
small townships would spring up on the route that has been suggested. I do not know the country from 
Condobolin and Euabalong, but from what T can learn of it, the soil there is not so productive as is the soil 
in this direction. Between Temora and Hillston you have from 100 and 100 miles of country which would 
he very rapidly developed. When men are engaged iu prospecting, the price they have to pay for neces
sary articles of consumption is a very great consideration. If’ the articles arc cheap, more money can be 
expended in developing tbe ground, and I do not think there can be any doubt as to a railway cheapening 
Iho prices of articles generally. If a railway were brought here, and the Government could throw open 
about 30,000 or 40,000 acres in the vicinity of Wyalong, tho place would bo a city in about ten years’ time.
3033. Ton think that tho development which would take place in and around Wyalong-would of itself be 
sufficient to justify the construction of a railway ? Yes ; even if you took a line to Euabalong, yon 
would have eventually to make a raihvay in this direction ; the growth of this district is so palpable.
3034. You do not know the country between here and Hillston P No ; not further than 10 or 12 miles 
beyond Talgogrin.
3035. What is your opinion of Yalgogrin ? I think it will become what Wyalong is to-day—a large 
mining centre. The ground is harder, and the reefs are consequently slower in developing, but there is 
a great deal of very rich ground there.
3030. Is not the formation there similar to tho formation here? No, not exactly; they arc only just 
getting to tho better formation here. The rich gold which has been sent to the surface hero points to 
the fact that at a greater depth the reefs will become very rich ; they have yet to reach the richer stone.
3037. Do you anticipate that a considerable quantity of refractory stone will he sent to Sydney by 
railway for treatment ? My impression is that, with the appliances on the field, there wall be no need tn 
send much stone to Sydney. If there were a railway from Temora. the probability is that with the 
number of works on this field a quantity of stone would be brought here from Albury, Gundagai, Temora 
and Barmedman. It would be a sort of depbt for the treatment of stone.
3038. Do you know the Grenfell district at all P Pretty well.
3039. Do you now tbink that the question of railway communication in that direction must one day force 
itself upon the attention of the Government? The question of railway construction to Grenfell is 
mixed up wilh the development of a large area of agricultural land. There is very hilly country between 
Tvoorawatha and Grenfell, and you will find that on tbe whole it will cost a great deal more to bring a 
railway from Koorawatha to Wyalong than to bring it here from Temora.
3019. Have you made up your mind as to which of tho two lines it would he better to construct from a 
national standpoint? I think that the sooner we get railway communication here the better; tbe 
question of route I should prefer to leave to better judges than I am. 1 think a railway could be con
structed from Temora almost as cheaply as a macadamised road. Wyalong, in my opinion, will eventually 
become the centre for a network of railways from Temora to Forbes and from Grenfell to Hillston.

James Stewart, grazier, Lake Cowal, sworn, and examined :—
J. Stewaru 3041. Chairman.] You have a knowledge of the proposed railway extension from Condobolin to Euabalong? 

^ Tes.
14 Oct., 1897. 304-2. With a possible extension to Ilillston ? Yes, that, would necessarily follow.

3013. You have been through that country? Yes ; any extension in that direction must go to Ilillston, 
unless you strike north and go to Mossgicl.
3044. Having Hillston in view as a terminus, do you think that some better route than that via Euabalong 
might be adopted ? Yes; that line would go through a considerable area of tbe Western Division, which 
will not be open to settlement for twenty-one years. Moreover, the land on this side of the river is 
superior. My own opinion is, that the line should come from Temora.
3045. Upon what grounds do you base that opinion ? In the first place, Temora is only 40 miles from 
here, and if yon brought the line from Koorawatha you would have to cross the Bland, which would involve 
7 miles of very difficult country. The soil on tho Bland is black, of a sugary nature, and it crumbles very 
much in wet weather.
3040. But is it splendid pastoral country ? Yes, it is not agricultural country. For some distance tho 
railway would have to be built upon piles, not only to keep the permanent-way in order, but to allow 
flood-waters to pass through. For about 2 miles it would be very difficult to get along at all. At times 
it is almost impossible to do so. It has taken me an hour sometimes to go a mile with a buggy and pair.
3047. What is the extent of that black soil country? There are 12 miles of it.
3048. What is tbe soil on your holding? Bed soil.
3049. Then it would be suitable for agriculture? Yes.
3050. Does the soil extend from that point into Grenfell ? Yes.
3051. What is the soil from the Bland country to Wyalong ? Bed-soil plain ; it is mostly alienated land.
When you come over the Back Creek it is forest country. 3052.
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3052. Of course, in railway extension to Hillston shortness of route would be a great consideration? J. Stewart.

3053. In constructing a line from Temora to Wyalong, ‘12 miles, you would only get 20 miles further ^ ®c*,) 
westward; the object of a railway in this direction being to extend facilities for traffic westward, do you
not think construction by that route would be rather a mistake from a national standpoint? There is 
another consideration attaching to railway construction between Temora and Wyalong, and it is that 
pastoralists out this way in a bad season like the last two or three seasons would take advantage of the 
line to send their starving stock to the mountains ; it would be much easier for them to send their stock 
by that route than iia Koorawatha.
3054. Have you suffered much from droughts in this district? Tes.
3055. Have you been able to get your stock away ? We have taken them away, and have lost severely,
3056. Stock are left here until the very last moment ? Tes.
3057. Under such circumstances I suppose they are too weak to travel any distance by road, but you 
could truck them without much difficulty ? Yes,
3053. What is the extent of your holding ? 130,000 acres.
3053. What is tho average carrying capacity? Nine acres to tho sheep, wilh the land iu its natural state.
3060. In its improved state what would it be ? About 2 acres to the sheep.
3061. Land of that description would he suitable for men of small means, provided railway facilities were 
afforded ? Yes.
3062. Is tlierc much settlement round vou? Yes.
3063. Of what character ? Selections taken up under the old Act; there was vorv little settlement there
until the Act of 1884 was passed, ”
30G1. What are the settlers doing? They are all graziers.
3065. Is settlement still proceeding in that direction ? Yes. __
3066. Is the country being fairly occupied between the Eland and Grenfell ? Most of the settlement is 
m that direction ; a good deal of agriculture is carried on for the first 30 miles out of Grenfell.
3067. Where do the settlers send their produce ? Some goes to Young ; but I think the bulk of it goes
to Cowra ; we send ours fo Young. '
3068. Is there a good road to Cowra? It is a good road after yon leave Grenfell.
30(>9. Is the road to Grenfell.difficult ? it is very level, and in wot weather it is very bad,
3070. I'rom what you have said 1 gather that the country between Grenfell and Wyalong is suitable for
both agricultural and pastoral settlement? Yes; 1 think all the available land would be taken up if 
there were a railway ; but there is not a great deal to be taken up, especially on the route to tbe north of 
the Weddin Mountains. > J
3071. The lino passes almost entirely through alienated land ? Yes.
3072. A considerable portion, however, between the Bland and Wvaiong would be available ? Yes;
there would be a larger portion on this side. '
30/3. Have you had any experience of mining enterprise as a means of settling people on the land ?
Yes; a little on our own run.
3074. How long have you been here? Since 1879.
30/5, You have seen Wyalong grow up ? Yes; it has exceeded my expectations.
3076. It is evident that the mining industry is a great factor in settling people on the soil ? There is no 
doubt of that.
3077. It is, perhaps, the most rapid means of promoting settlement? Yes.
30/8. It invariably leads Lo a certain amount of permanent settlement? Yes.
30/9. Considering the circumstances, and the large area of land available for settlement in this district, 
you think the Government would bo j ustified in constructing tho railway which lias been suggested? Yes.
3080. Whether it conies from Temora or from Koorawatha to Grenfell ? Yes ; 1 think cither line would 
be justifiable.
^L- 1’° YOU lnl0"' the country between bore and Ililhton ? Up to a little on the other side of 
Lake Cudgellico.

Taking a distance of 25 miles on either side of tho line would the land be good ? At some points 
it would not be, and the further north you go the better. In my opinion any line a little to tho north of 
Jfaukin a Springs would go through good land,
3083. Ho you know tbe country at all ? Yes ; I have been there buying sheep.
3084. Do you know whether it is possible to get through from Karadhan to Monia Gap ? I could not say.
3085. A line north of Rankin’s Springs would servo Lake Cudgellico and settlement in that direction
right out to Ilillston ? YYs, ■
3086. Have you any idea of the.cost of clearing land in this district ? We have not done much clearing
but we have done some ringbarking and scrubbing. c"
308/ , What is the average cost per acre P The ringbarking cost on an average Is. 3d., and the 
scrubbing Is.
3088. Aud when the timber is cleared you say the improved country will carry one sheep to 2 acres?

3089. So that a man with comparatively small means taking up a couple of family selections would do 
fairly well ? Yes, if he had fair seasons and a reasonable amount of money to start with.
3090. Have you had any experience in mixed farming ? I have not done any myself,
3091. A ou do not know what results have been obtained by any settlers in your neighbourhood? No ■
they do not go in for mixed farming. ’
3910,2- A nu™ber of the resumed areas in your neighbourhood have been abandoned in consequence of the 
wild doga, rabbits, and scrub ? Yea, But the land would bo taken up ii* there were a light hue of railway 
constructed. A railway would have much the same effect here as it has had in other places.
3093. You think a railway would open up a lot of abandoned country, besides materially developing the 
mining industry ? That is my opinion.
3094. Is there anything else you wish to say ? If the Department were more lenient as to the conditions
under which the country is taken up it would bo in a different position. The expenses in connection with 
the working of these areas of abandoned land would cripple tho selector at the very ben-inning. Tor 
instance, ho would have to put up a rabbit-proof fence if he -wished to save his crop. °
3095. Mr. Farnell.] You have au intimate knowledge of Lake Cowal ? Yes. ;309G.
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f. Stewart. 3096. What id the extent of the lake when full ? It covers 40,000 acres.
What is the extreme length ? About 21 miles. 

c •’ 1 3098. What would it be at the widest portion ? About 7 or S miles.
3099. How is the lake fed? By what is called the Bland Creek. The overflow from tho Lachlan, at 
Jamalong Range, where it touches the Lachlan River.
3100. Have you known the lake to become dry ? Tes; it dried up in tho summer of 1S83, in 1885, and 
in 1886, and it was dry on the 20th May last.
3101. What is its condition now ? There is a little drop of water in the centre of it; perhaps an inch or 
two from local rains. The lake is now quite dry.
3102. What is its maximum depth when full ? About 12 feet. That is the highest point at which I ever saw it.
3103. Are the creeks which feed the lake permanent ? They only run while it rains.
3101. They are not fed from snowy mountains ? Ho.
3105. Are there any creeks which form an outlet for the lake waters when they overflow ? No; the creek 
flows over a level stretch of ground until the water reaches Manna Creek.
3106. Does that water ultimately find its way into the Lachlan ? Tes. .
3107. During the time you have been here, have yon taken any notice of the fish which inhabit the lake 
waters ? Tes.
3108. .4re the fish indigenous to the Lachlan River? Tos; cod, perch, catfish, and bream.
3109. During tbe time prior to tho lake drying up in 1883 did yon notice any quantity of fish in the lake ? 
Tes; when it dried up I saw a number of large cod ; I presume they all went up the Bland Creek.
3110. Is there permanent water in the Bland Creek? Tes, for about 3 miles.
3111. What would be about the depth of it? I have never seen it lower than 3 feet,
3112. So that the fish have a means of escaping into the creek when the lake begins to dry up ? Should 
a fresh come down the Bland all the small fish can go up against the stream, but the large fish cannot.
3113. Have you seen any quantity perish ia that way ? I must have seen a thousand or more large cod
in 1883. . .
3114. Have you noticed a repetition of that state of things since? In 1886 there were no fish, and during 
the late drought they were taken out and carted away. A few died, but not many.

■ 3115. Do you think the Bland Crock contains many at the present time? A few, of course, but not 
many; you could not catch any with a hook and line.
3116. Do you think it would be possible to keep the lake at a permanent level by tbe erection of a weir 
on the Lachlan ? I do not think so.
3117. Is there anything you could suggest by which the lake could he kept permanently filled ? If alarge 
dam were placed across at the outlet where the waters run over this level country it might answer; hut 
it would have to be a very wide ono. The difficulty would be, if that were done, miles of country would 
be flooded from the eastern shore, where the banks are very low.
3118. Why do you think the lake could not be fed by water from tho Lachlan ? I did not intend to say 
that it could not be fed from the Lachlan. Tou could fill up the lake without water from the Lachlan, as 
far as that goes ; it is a question of keeping the water there.
3119. What 1 desire lo know is whether the lake could be kept at a permanent level by the erection of a
weir over the Lachlan ? . There is no creek to convey the water to the lake ; vou would have to make a 
canal. "
3120. Have you noticed fry in any quantities ? Not in any quantities.
3121. There is no doubt as to the creek and lake being breeding-grounds? No.
3122. Where are the fish which are taken out of the lake sent? To Sydney, Forbes, Toung, Wyalong, 
and other places ; it lasted for a short time when tho lake became 18 inches deep,
3123. Have you noticed the presence of many natural enemies of the fish when the lake has been full ? 
All their natural enemies are there ; there are thousands of pelicans. ‘
3124. How many men were employed there fishing last season ? About half-a-dozen.
3125. Can you tell us what kind of a net they used ? The ordinary nets generally, about S-a-inch mesh.
3126. Did they haul the fish to the shore ? In the creek they tied one end on to the bank, and wont round 
with the net iu a boat, taking a circle of 150 feet or more.
3127. Did you see any nets 500 yards long? No; I think that from 160 to 200 yards^would be tbe 
longest.
3128. Have they a purse at the end of the net ? No; they are just the ordinary seine.
3129. No one exercises any control or supervision ? No ; I wrote to the Department about the nets being 
small, and they instructed the police not to interfere with the fishermen on the lake, but to prosecute them 
on tho creek. We pay for grazing-ground which is sometimes underwater the same as we do for the 
other country ; and that was the difficulty. The police told us we had our own remedy ; they stopped 
them from using the small mesh on the creek.
3130. Have you any doubt as to a good supply of fish being obtainable from Lake Cowal if a permanent 
supply of water could be kept there ? I do not think it could be done without an enormous expenditure. 
The eastern bank is vory low, and you would flood au enormous area of low-lying country ; a considerable 
amount would have to be expended in compensation.
3131. Is the land freehold ? Tes; nearly all of it on the eastern side.

Robert Edwin Moore, selector, Wyalong, sworn, and examined :—■
K.E. Moore. 3132. Chairman.] Do you desire to give evidence as to the best route for railway extension to Hillston ? 
/—Tes.

14 Oct., 1897. 3133. Mr. O'Connor^] Wliat is your occupation at the present time? I am managing a produce store, 
but I have a selection out at Tonga Plains.
3134. How long have you been in tho district ? I selected on the 3rd April, 1890.

. 3135. Where were you residing before ? Near Benalla, in Yietoria ; I was farming there ; I have been
farming for about twenty years. J was also in the G-oulburn Valley and at liochoster, about 40 miles 
from Bendigo, The G-oulburn Valley is regarded as the pick of Yietoria for wheat-growing purposes.
3136. You can speak from personal knowledge of a largo area of country round about Wyalong ? I 
know the country from Wyalong to Grenfell, and also from Wyalong to Teraora.

3137.
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3137. What ia the country between Wyalong and Temora best fitted for? With the exception of some 
little patches it is suitable for the growth of all kinds of cereals. It is particularly adapted for wheat
growing.
3138. What is the quality of the land between Wyalong and GTenfell ? It is very good.
3139. How does the land hereabout compare with the land in tho G-oulburn Valley in Victoria P The 
land between Grenfell and this point is as good as any land in the Goulburn Valley. The land on tho 
Humbug Creek, towards Cudgellico, is all good agricultural land,
3140. There are tens of thousands of acres of the finest agricultural land available for settlement hero ? 
Tes.
3141. Why is tliat land lying idle now? Because there is no way of getting the produce to market. 
Until Wyalong broke out there was absolutely no market at all; the carriage m many eases would absorb 
all the profit,
3142. Do you think there would be much additional settlement here if tho district wore brought into 
railway communication with a market? If the country -were cut up into small farms of 320 to 640 acres 
thousands of families could be settled here. I do not believe in the occupation of such good agricultural 
land in large areas—it is an absolute waste; one acre well cultivated is more profitable to the State than 
10 acrcs poorly cultivated, or used simply for gracing. Anumborof Victorians have come here, aud they 
are making inquiries every day as to whether land is available for settlement.
3143. Do you know of any Victorians who would come here to settle if the district had railway facilities ? 
Yes.
3144. What did it cost you to prepare your land for the plough ? From 12s. to 21s. per acre ; there was 
dense scrub and very heavy timber, if the timber has been dry for some years you can dear for 12s. an 
aero, but to clear the timber in a green state would cost considerably more,
3145. Would £1 per acre pay for it except in rare cases? Yes.
3146. What would be the average yield of wheat here in a fair season ? In ordinary seasons from 16 to 
20 bushels.
3147. With a fair average, what price would it pay you to produce wheat in this district P It would pay 
well if at 3s. a bushel, hut it would not pay to send it by bullock team to Temora at that rate.
3148. What is a reasonable distance to allow for tho cartage of wheat ? No farmer ought to grumble if 
he has a railway within 20 miles.
3149. .Do yon understand dairying ? I kept a dairy at Benalla for nine years.
3150. Is this district suited to dairying? In a fair season.
3151. Is it a good fattening district ? Yes ; but there are not many cattle here; nearly all the country 
is under sheep.

R. E. Moore. 

U Oct.j 1897.

Peter Ncilsen, farmer, near Wyalong, sworn, and examined :—
3152. Chairman.'] You are a farmer near Wyalcng ? Yes; my land comes to within about 8 miles of p. Neilsen.
Wyalong—that is the nearest corner of it. ,.—__^
3153. Mr, Fegan!] How long have you been in the district? I selected on tho 18th September, 1890. 14 Oct., 1897.
3154. What area have you ? 2,560 acres, 640 of conditional purchase and 1,920 of conditional lease.
3155. Bo you graz.o or do you cultivate your land ? .1 cultivate and graze. I have about 170 acres under 
crop this year—that is, under wheat, *
3156. W as your land ringbarked when yon took it up ? About half had been ringbarked, probably about 
eight or nine years previously ; the other half was green timber.
3157. What does it cost you to ringbark ? I bad to pay about Is. an acre.
3158. What was tho average cost of preparing your 170 acres for i.ho plough? It cost from 25s. to 30s. 
per acre, but. there was a good number of big trees upon it; it was also heavily scrubbed.
3159. In what direction is your holding? North-west.
3160. You are here ns an advocate of railway extension to Wyalong ? Yes.
3161. Will you tell the Committee upon what you base your claim to railway construction, and from wliat 
point you think the railway should come ? The price of wool has come down so low that we cannot live 
on 2,560 acres running sheep. If we combine wheat-growing with grazing wo can do fairly well. It is 1 
over 50 miles from my place to Temora, and it costa me almost balf-a-erown per bag to cart wheat; the 
bag would be another Od., so that you may reckon 3s. per bag, and when wheat is very low you can 
understand that it wall not pay with that road carriage. With a railway here it would pay.
3162. What would be the lowest price at which you could profitably grow wheat with a railway ? Prom 
2s. 6d. to 3s. a bushel; we could do fairly well ai; that.
3163. You are considering the cost of clearing the land ? Yes.
3161'. Have you had wheat in any other year? I have had a little in for the last five years. Before 
Wyalong broke out we put, m very little, because there was no market for it. I sent tbe first waggon
load ol wheat from this district to Temora four or fivo years ago, but it is too far to cart it.
3165. What does your crop average ? I have had up to 28 bushels per aero; the lowest was 14; that was 
last year, when we had a very severe drought. We had good seasons up lo three years since.
3166. What would be your average production ? Prom sixteen to twenty bushels. You can safely 
calculate upon that and leave a margin.
3167. What is the lowest price you have received for your wheat ? I believe it was four years ago when
] sent it to Temora and got 2s, lid. t
3168. That would not pay you ? No, not carting over 50 miles.
3169. Therefore you lost upon that crop ? Yes ; I did not strip it ail; I cut some for hay.
3170. If there were no raihvay here you would not continue to grow wheat ? No, wo could not do so ; 
we could not coiripele with people who arc within 10 or 15 miles of a railway station.
3171. Therefore ii this district is ever to become a wheat-growing district you must have railway facilities ?
Yes.
3172. Have you tried anything else besides wheat ? 1 have tried oats ; they succeeded fairly well in a
comparatively moist year; oats require more ram than we generally get. I have also grown potatoes as 
fine as I have seen in any part of the Colony.
3173. What kinds have you grown ? Generally some of the early varieties, such as Early Bose. Last
year, on account of the drought, they only came to the size of big plums. '

3174.
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P. Neilsen, 3174. Do you think any other kind of potatoes would grow here? Yes. if we had anything like afavour- 
able season; I also grow corn. ■ .

14 Oct., 1897 3175, Why do you particularise early potatoes ? Because they come to maturity before the really dry 
weather sets in. .
3176. What area have you under potatoes? I have never put in a large crop; 1 grow only for my own 
consumption.
3177. With railway communication you could grow them for market? We could; but I do not think 
you could rely upon the crop to add much revenue to a railway in dry seasons.
3178. How have you succeeded with corn ? I have grown a little of it for green fodder; it has grown 8 or 
9 feet high, but for the last two or three years it has been impossible to grow it without rabbit-proof netting.
3179. Then your holding is not netted ? No ; none of it.
3180. How have you coped with the rabbits then ? They have not been so thick as to do a great deal of
harm in this district. 1 suppose it would cost me about £500 to net in my holding. I should require 
9^- miles of netting. .
3181. How many sheep have you ? At the present time only 300 sheep.
3182. Do you know the country between here and. Grenfell ? No ; I have not been over most of it.
3183. Do you know tbe country between here and Temora? X have travelled on that roadagreat many times.
3184. You have heard other witnesses describe that country? Yes, '
3185. Do you agree with their description of it ? Yes.
3186. Do you believe'Temora to he the best point from which to cslablisb railway communication? X 
should like to see Hie route adopted wbicSi would do tho greatest amount of good to tbe greatest number 
of people ; but I am not certain which route that would be. 1 bare never 1 ravelled over all the country 
between here and Grenfell, but ] have always beard that it is first-class land.
3187. C/tainiiati.] You produced a. sample of wheat? Yes; it has been in idiree and a half months; it 
was not put in until a week after the rain we had at the end of June.
3188. In the event of a railway being constructed here, would you feel inclined to crop a large area of
your holding ;—about 500 acres at the very least ? 1 should crop more and more as long as it continued
to pay me.
31S9. You think others in the locality would cultivate ? Yes ; they are all increasing their areas under 
crop every year.
3190. So that there would be the prospect of a fair amount of freight from agricultural produce alone ? 
Yes ; if a line were constructed to Hillstou in a few years tho whole of tho land served which was at all 
suited to agriculture would be under wheat. It is quite as good wheat-producing land as the Kivcrina 
land.

XVilliam Dawsou, miner, Wyalong, sworn, and examined:—
W. Dawson. 3191. Mr, Darnell.'] How long have you been resident in the district ? Since the 6th January, 1894.

_______ _ 3192. What experience have you had in mining? On and off X have had a good number of years at it.
14 Oct., 1897. Sometimes 1 have been mining and sometimes working at hlacksmithing. When Wyalong broke out I. 

was at Condobolin hlacksmithing,
3193. On what other fields have yon been? On New Zealand and Victorian fields.
3194. You desire to give some evidence as to the probable permanence of the Wyalong field ? Yes.
3195. You know that a proposal has been laid before the Committee for the construction of a railway 
between Koorawatha and Hillston, which it is considered would be more advantageous from a national 
standpoint than a line to Hillstou via Euabalong? Yes; I think a line from Condobolin to Hillston 
would be of no use. 1 think it might come from Temora and Grenfell through Wyalong, and go to 
Hillston through Yalgogrin and Bankin's Springs. That would be the most, beneficial line to the whole 
Colony, because there is so much good laud available for settlement in that direction, and, quite apart from 
the mining industry, agricultural pursuits would make the line pay.
3196. You know that there are large areas of good agricultural land available for settlement along tbe 
route? Yes.
3197. It is only the absence of a railway which is retarding settlement? Quite so.
3198. Have you any knowledge of agriculture ? I have worked on farms, but not in New South Wales.
3199. Where have you had experience in farming then ? New Zealand and Victoria.
3200. Do you think the possibilities of development are as great here as in those Colonies ? Brom what 
1 have seen of the soil here I think it is as good as you will find in any part of the world.
3201. Have you come into contact with many persons who have a special desire to settle in this district? 
Yes. I know of many persons who would have settled here had there been a railway. My brother-in-law 
came up the other day from the Murray, and bought a farm here on tho strength of a railway coming here 
shortly.
3202. Can you tell us anything of the mineral deposits between here and Hillston? Brom hero right 
through to Hillston the country is gold-hearing.
3203. Do you know Yalgogriu? Yes, I have been over tho field, ‘
3204. Do you think it shows any signs of permanency ? 1 think it has a great future before it. You 
might rely upon mineral development to bring a great deal of traffic to any railway through tho district,
3205. Do you know the country between here and Grenfell? Yes ; it is really good pastoral and agricul
tural land. I have been right through the Bland country.
3206. Can you think of any other reasons apart from* those you have heard mentioned which would 
justify the construction of a railway here? Well, the chlorination works here are at present charging a 
good heavy price for the treatment of ore ; they say it is through tho heavy carriage they have to pay 
from Sydney. If there were a railway they could get their chemicals on to the field cheaper, and they 
would then charge a cheaper rate, so that all the mines on the field would benefit from railway construction.
3207. Do you know of any timber between here and Hillston which could be used for railway sleepers ? 
There is a good lot of ironbark and box country between here and Hillston.
3208. There would he no difficulty in getting sleepers for a railway? None at all; you could get nearly
enough 10 miles from here to lay a light line. .
3209. The Wyalong people want a railway quite independently of the route ? Yes ; we want it to come 
the cheapest and quickest way.

Jacob
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Jacob Haub, farmer, Hiaw'atba, sworn, and examined :—

3210. Chairman.] You are a farmer ? Yes, at Hiawatha. I bare 2,560 acres. I have been farming J. Haub. 
there since Wyalong broke out; prior*to that 1 was grazing.
3211. Do jrou graze any sheep now'? Yes. 14 Oct., 1897.
3212. And in addition to that you hme started agriculture ? Yes,
3213. Y'bat do you grow principally : Wheat for hay. 1 have done so all along. It would not do to 
grow it for grain, because we are at such a distance from market.
3214. Have you a fair demand for all you can grow' f .1 usi at present.
3215. In a bad season you have a good local demand, but in a good season you cannot give tho produce 
away? Yes.
3216. You have heard of the proposal to extend the railway from Euabalong to Hillston ? Yes; Ido 
not know' tho proposed line from Condobolin to Euabalong, but I know the country to within 15 miles 
of Grenfell, and down to Temora.
321/. How would you describe the country between here and Grenfell ? It is all good agricultural laud 
excepting on tho Bland.
3218. As to the land between here and Temora ? It is good agricultural land with the exception of tho 
ironbark ridges.
3219. Do you know the cultivated land between here and Temora? I have seen the wheat growing when 
passing along the road.
3220. Is the land equal to or superior to the land between hero and Grenfell ? I think the laud between 
hero and Grenfell is superior.
3221. 'What is the average yield of hay you have oTifained ? Eor the last two years it went only 12 cwt.,
but in a good season it would go from a ton to 25 cwt.; in an exceptionally good year it w'Ould go to 
30 cwt. “
3222. Does that crop pay you ? Yes, sending it to Wyalong.
3223. How' far is your farm from Wyalong? Ten miles.
3224. And you can carrv your produce that distance profitably ? Yes.
3225. You would be satisfied if a raihvaj were within 20 miles of you ? Yes ; that would about serve us.
I am satisfied that it there were a railway here there would be a great demand for land. As matters 
stand we are too far from market to grow wheat. Jt would not pay us to grow' it and cart it to Temora.
If there were a railway here I should soon increase my cultivated area. I am increasing it now on the 
chance of a railway coming here.
3226. W here is your holding ? At Hiawatha, on the Wollongough road, 10 miles from Wyalong.
3227. Mr. O'Connor.'] You know the Humbug Yalley? Yes; it is as good agricultural land as I have 
ever seen.

John Charles Holmes, settler, near Wyalong, sw'orn, and examined:—
3228. Mr. O’Connor,] What are you doing upon the land ? I have not done any farming upon my place j, c. Holmes, 
as yet. I am anew comer; I have been hero twelve months, and owing to the severe drought ! have
been unable to get any land cleared for cultivation. I originally came from Victoria, but I was in the 14 Oct., 1897. 
Doniliquiu district from 1874 to 1891.
3229. What is your opinion of the land here as compared with the land in that district and at Berrigau ?
The land is equal, if not superior, to the land there for agriculture.
3230. You know the district surrounding Wyalong? Yes, and from what I can hear 1 think the whole 
of the land here could, be profitably cultivated with railway communication. The district also grows 
grape vines and fruit trees well.
3231. What area of land have you ? 2,582 acres ; I am a settlement lessee.
3232.. You could live well upon that area if you had a railway to get away your produce? Yes ; the 
laud is fairly good ; part of it is not fit for agriculture, hut a great part is agricultural laud.
3233. How do you utilise it now ? 1 am grazing at present.
3234. Do you find that land pays fairly well ? I have done fairly well considering the season. A great 
deal of the country has never been rung, and that which has been rung has been so neglected that it 
would be not of much use until the suckers have been cut out. A great many of the trees which had 
been rung were not killed.
3235. Can you speak as to tlie capabilities of the land between here and Temora ? It would be better for 
cultivation and grazing if the timber wore cleared off it.
3236. Do you know the land between here and Grenfell? I have heard it very favourably spoken ofbut 

_I only know a short distance along that route.
3237. Do you know Wollongough? I have been through Wollongough to Euabalong ; that is all.
3233. Did you take any notice of tho soil ? 1, thought that if it were cleared it would be good agricultural 
laud. In fact, when I was in Sydney, I mentioned the matter to one of the members of the Assembly, and 
I told him I thought it a great pity the Government did not give the district railway communication.
3239. What area of land would there be available for a settlement in the district if it had railway com
munication ? Fully half a million acres ; the only drawback here is the scrub and the timber.
3240. If there were a railway here do you think men of fair capital would be induced to take up the 
land and prepare it for cultivation, leading to the employment of a good deal of labour? Yes.
3241. Do you think the “ halves” system would be adopted in this district ? Yes.

282 FRIDAY,
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FRIDAY, 15 OCTOBER, 1897.

[The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Wyalong, at 10 n.M.]

fh-esfnt:—
THOMAS HENRY HASSALL, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Daniel O'Connor. | John Lionel Ekgan, Esq.
' Ejunk Earnell, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Eaubaloug.

"William Clarlie, police magistrate and mining warden, Wyalong, sworn, and examined :—
W. Clarke. 3242, Chairman.] You are acquainted with the proposal into which the Committee are inquiring ? Yes.
/—n 3248. Can you give us any information as to an alternative route to Hillston, which would also serve

15 Oct., 1897. Wyalong and the district ? I can give you some statistics as regards mining matters. ^ _
3244. Mr. Eng an How long have you been police magistrate and mining warden at Wyalong? Since 
December, 1894. In that year the yield was 9,649 oz., valued at £35,916; in 1895 the gold was valued at 
£91,683; and in 1896, £130,000. Eor the present year the" returns are not complete, but judging from the 
returns to date there will he very little short of 40,000 oz. for the year. 'These returns do not show the 
whole of the gold obtained, and it is impossible to obtain it, because a lot of it goes away privately . "We 
cannot obtain the results of the treatment of the tailings and concentrates by the cyanide and chlorination 
processes; they will not disclose the information. In 1S96 there were 395 claims at work, out of which 
150 were declared payable. The number of miners’ rights issued was 2,180, and of business licenses, 145 ; 
the revenue was £1,709 9s. 3d.; the population was estimated at about 4,200 within a radius of 5 miles; 
the number of miners employed was 2,361, and tbe value of the machinery. £50,000. In 1897 there were 
about the same number of claims at work ; 200 were declared payable ; 1,565 miners rights were issued, 
and 70 business licenses. Up to the 30th September tbe revenue was £925 9s. Id. The population is set 
down at 4,250, and the number of miners employed, 2,100. the value of the machinery being £70,000. 
The number of gold-leases granted and in force is 94, and the residence areas occupied in the Government 
town number 240 ; a number of the areas occupied in the other town are not residence areas. The whole 
of the returns given, except the last one I mentioned, include both divisions. At Yalgogrin the yield of 
gold for 1894 was 348 oz.; for 1895, 804 oz.; and for 1890, L,250; 300 men uere employed in 1896, and 
about the same number are employed there this year. I am unable to say what the yield will be this year ; 
we have no returns yet. Erom B’armedman, in 1895, 117 oz. were obtained ; in 1896 tbe only work of 
any importance done there uhb at ibe cyanide works. They treated a large quantity of tailings, but the 
yield cannot be obtained. Some work was done by a company called the Eiery Cross, which are now under 
suspension, otherwise mining is pretty well at a standstill at Barmedman. At Iteefton, in 1895, the 
returns were 1,603 oz.; in 1696, 1,820 oz.; about 2,255 tons were crushed for an average of 1 oz.; in 
1897 the yield has amounted to 1.150 oz. so far, hut it will probably be more than that when the total 
returns come in. There are only 11 claims there now and 8 leases. The quarlz cru-bed this year up to 
date is 1.227 tons. At Billy’s Look-out, in 1895, about 100 men were employed ; in 1896, about 200 men ; 
.and in 1897, about 40. At Temora, in 1395. 7.473 oz, were obtained, valued at £28,214, an increase of 
£20,000 upon the returns of the previous year. That increase was caused by the new finds at Sorubyards 
on the other side of Temora. In 1896 the yield was 4,060 oz. I do not know anything about the 189/ 
returns, because the district was taken out of my district. It is now in the Cootamundra district.
3245. It would appear from your returns that there has been a steady increase in the output of gold at 
Wyalong and in the number of men employed upon ihe field ? There has been an increase in the quantity 
•of gold, but a slight decrease in the number of men employed.
3246. Several witnesses, in speaking yesterday in reference to iho development or tbe field, laid stress on 
the labour conditions as being entirely different on this field from those in force on any other field in the 
Colony;—can you explain them? The only reason I can give for the statement is that it was made a 
condition by the Department, when the leases were granted, that there should be the same labour as upon 
claims. The reason for that was that the country was considered to be more easily worked than were other 
places,—that the gold could be more easily obtained, but those conditions are altering now.
3247. You think that if it is proved to your satisfaction as warden that the ground is much harder and 
more difficult to work, the present regulations might be considerably altered or amended ? I am not in a 
position to answer that question. In so far as the leases are affected it is a matter bearing upon the 
discretion of the Minister: it is not within my discretion at all. I have reported in some instances 
recommending a reduction of the labour conditions, but the matter has not yet been dealt with.
■3248. When did yon make the representations to which you now refer ? Only about one month ago. 
The lessees can always get a partial suspension if they cannot profitably employ the number of men. I 
have power to reduce the number when the lease :s issued. ,
3249. How many such representations have been made to you ? Only three or four parties have applied^.
3250. Very few representations have been made as to the severity of the conditions upon this field r
'There has been no complaints at all until fhe last month or so. _
3251. It cannot be assumed then r.bat ihe labour conditions applicable to the field retard its development.
I do not think so ; I think that if it had not been for the full labour conditions being insisted upon up to 
the present time, Wyalong would not he what it now is. The conditions have been the means of develop
ing the field; fhe time may now have arrived to consider a reduction by reason of the greater depth 
obtained and the hardness of the country. •
3252. You know Yalgogrin ? Yes. ,, t i

■ 3253. Have you any doubt as to the permanency of that field or of wyalong? Personally I nave no
doubt whatever about tho permanency-of the field. _ _ . .
3254. You think that, in considering railway construction, the Committee should bear in mind that this is 
not a field likely to be worked out within a‘’few years ? That certainly will not be the case ; the number 
of men employed may decrease for a little while, but when a little outside capital is introduced the number 
is sure to increase again.
3255. You think that since the claims are meeting harder ground they will ultimately employ a larger
number of men ? Yes. • 3256.
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3256. Whafc mines are there in what is known as the Government township ? There aro none exactly in 
the township; but in the Wyalong division there arc forty-five claims and thirty-six gold-mining leases. 
In the other division there are 359 claims and sixty-six leases.
3257. You think that Yalgogriu is also likely to become a permanent field ? I think it is likely to become 
a permanent field; the indications of that improve every day.
3258. There has been a steady increase in the output of gold there ? Yes ; a number of claims and leases 
have been taken up under the Wining on Private Lands Act. They have had great difficulties to conteud 
with there. They have had no batteries for the treatment of tho stone, and the ground there was much 
harder than it is hero until a depth was reached. They have had to send everything away for treatment. 
I believe a new battery will be opened there next week.
3259. Have yon had a long experience in mining districts ? I have been a warden since February, 1891; 
and I was warden’s clerk and mining registrar from 1876.
3260. So that you can'form a pretty reliable idea as to the permanence of the field? Yes,
3261. You think that Wyalong and Talgogrin have splendid prospects ? Certainly.
3262. lu considering railway communication the Committee, you think, should bear those prospects in 
mind ? Yes. As regards Yalgogrin, I think it will be a permanent field, and that in the end it is likely 
to become a very large place.
3263. How far is Keefton from here ? About 29 miles—between Barmedman and Temora.
32Gk This year there is a decrease in the quantity of the gold contained;—the quantity given is L,150 
oz., as compared with 1,820 oz. last year ? The presem year’s returns are not yet complete.
•3265. Is it gold-bearing country ? The country is nearly all auriferous between here and Barmedman.
3266. And also between here and Yalgogriu? The greater portion of it.
3267. Ho you think a railway would load to much mining development? Taking tho district on the 
whole, certainly.
3268. You think there would be considerable mineral traffic ? There would be traffic in goods ; but I do
not think much stone will go away, because the works will be so complete here presently that the stone 
will be treated on tbe spot. ,
3269 But the traffic in chemicals will be considerable il this field is as permanent as you think it is likely 
to be? Certainly; also the carriage of coke and coal for the use of machinery.
3270. Ghairmnn.\ You think the field is practically iu ii.s infancy ? A vast area round Wyalong has not 
yet been prospected.
3271. Hoes that area show as good indications of gold ai Wyalong itself ? Yes.
3272. And in your opinion Yalgogrin is likely to become as important a mining centre as Wyalong itself? 
I would not like to say so at present; but the indications point that way.
3273. You think that a railway would lead to a considerable increase of population in all the mining 
centres hero ? Yes.
3274. Gold-mining has a greater tendency to settle people on the land than has any other industry in the 
Colony? Certainly.
3275. A certain amount of agricultural occupation must of necessity follow to supply the wants of the 
mining population? Yes; no doubt a large area of good land round about Yalgogrin and Wyalong,, 
which is fit for settlement, will be taken up as the fields arc developed.

W. Clarke. 

15 Oct., 1897-

Lawrence Daniel Wnllane, commission agent, Wyalong, sworn, and examined :—
3276. Mr. Famell.'] How long have you been here ? Three years and eight months. L. D.
3277. You have been engaged in pursuits which have given you a good knowledge of the district, and the Mullane.
capabilities of the soil? Yes. 'v
3278. You know that it has been proposed to extend tbe railway from Condobolin to Euabalong, with a 1897.
view' of an ultimate extension to Hillston ;—do you think a line passing through Wyalong to Hillston
would follow a better route ? J. certainly think that a line passing through Wyalong is more required 
than is a line in the other direction. At the same time it would be more profitable.
3279. Do yon know the country between Wyalong anc, Grenfell ? Yes ; J have been over it as a , 
commission agent selling land, stock, and so forth.
3280. What is your opinion of the capabilities of that country ? I should say it was very good ; a lot of 
tho country is not yet improved; but there can be no doubt as to the soil being good,
3281. Is there plenty of land available for settlement in tl at direction ? A grsal deal,
32S2. You think that with systematic cultivation it could be very profitably occupied ? Yes; settlers 
could combine farming and grazing,
3283. You think mixed farming would pay best? Fes,
3284. What have been the obstacles to seitlement in the district? Two things—bad seasons, and tho 
want of pro per facilities for getting produce to market.
3285. You think persons have been reluctant to settle here in the absence of some assurance that they 
would be able to get their produce profitably to market? Yes; I have, as a commission agent, sent 
particulars of land for sale to other districts, and the first question asked me has been, “ What railway 
conveniences are there ? ”
3286. At what distance, in your opinion, could a railway be held to reasonably serve agricultural 
settlement ? From 20 to 30 miles.
3287. Have you any doubt as to the superiority of the laud between Wyalong and Grenfell over other 
land in the Colony for wheat-growing? Not the slightest. There are also several belts of country 
between here and Grenfell adapted to the growth of vines. From my experience in the Albury district I 
should say that the land between here and Grenfell was splendid vine-growing land; it would not be 
adapted to green crops, but it is splendid for wheat.
3288. You think the Government will shortly have to recog liso the claims of Wyalong to railway com
munication quite independently of the claims of Grenfell and Hillston? That is ctrtainly the case. I 
have no doubt that as the field is developed the land round about it mil be closely occupied by farmers.
I look upon this as the best market in Australia for farm produce aud live slock, i have sold cattle here 
up to £16 a head, and some sheep I sold the other day went to close upon 10s. a head. The necessity for 
a railway here would be better known to me than it is to most other men, because there are few men upon 
this field who know the value of the stuff better than I do. 3289.
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k- -D- 3289. Do you think there will be much lire stock trucked from here ? There might be after a time, but
. n ane. aj. presen(; a]j £]le cjittle come from Bj'dncy, but that is due to the bad seasons through which we have gone. 

l/ocTTso? In good seasons you would supply the Sydney market, and in bad seasons a railway would euable
’’ ' you to obtain the stock you required at cheaper rates !J Quite so.

3291. Arc there many inquiries m this district for land? Yes; I have correspondence with other 
districts frequently on the subject of laud bore which is available for settlement.
3292. "What is your opinion of the probable development of Wyalong as a mining centre ? I have a good 
opinion of it as it at present stands, and also as regards its future.
3293. Do you think it is destined to bo a permanent field ? Ido beyond all doubt.
3294. You are connected with a company which has a, process of discovering tho values of the different 
kinds of stone raised ;—can you give us any idea of the results of their experiments? I am not allowed 
to give any information as to the returns; but the value of the stuff, both in the crude ore state, and after 
it has come from the battery, has been such as to give very satisfactory returns indeed.
3295. You are connected with the cyanide process ? Yes.
329G. You think that in the immediate future works will be erected here which will dispense with the 
necessity for sending ore to Dapto and elsewhere for treatment ? Yes ; I can speak authoritatively upon 
that point.
3297. You think enterprise here will keep pace with the best machinery erected elsewhere? 1 do, I 
should also like to point out that the freight of the necessary material for Hie treatment of the ore would 
be a considerable item. The treatment costs about twenty times the amount it would if there were a 
railway. Almost all the chemicals used would come by railway—in fact, everything used in the works. 
The same observation would, of course, apply to chlorination.
3298. What is your opinion of the country between Wyalong and Hillston ? There is some very good 
country in that direction ; hut it is not generally as good as it is between Euabalong and Hillston. Of 
course, the one route follows the Lachlan all the way, while the other is not so well supplied with water. 
The laud between here and Hillston. however, is fairly good, although not so good as between this point 
and Grenfell.
3299. But the land between Euabalong and Hillston, on the southern bank of the Lachlan, is pretty well 
ail secured ? Yes.
33U0. And on the opposite hank the laud is in the Wesf era Division, and will not be available for settlement 
for twenty years ;—would you not consider that an obstacle to railway construction in that direction ? Yes.
3301. Do you not think that if a railway were constructed, people would be likely to settle between 
Hillston and Wyalong ? Yes. Mines and other things of that kind will not always keep people ; the 
population is growing, and then there is only the land to fall back upon.
3302. What is your opinion of Yalgogrin? 1 have a slightly better opinion of that held than I at one 
time had ; hut it is not all prospected. The yield up to the present is better than the Wyalong yield. 
They have no facilities for treating the stuff; they have to cart it hero or send it away. I think there is 
a very great future indeed before Ealgogrin.
3303. Do you think that if a lino were taken lo Hillston from this direction, tho people in the intervening 
districts would utilise it to convey their stock, in time of drought, to well-grassed country ? I do indeed 
think a line is very much wanted for that purpose.
3304. In your business capacity you have become aware of hundreds of thousands of sheep having perished 
in lime of drought—sheep that might have been saved had there been a railway to convey them to well- 
grassed country ? Yes ; I have lived in the mountain country about Tumut, and I have known stock to 
be started from here to that country in a bad season ; 70 per cent, of them died; the long drought killed 
them.
3305. You know Lake Cowal ? Yes.
3306. Have you ever known it to he dry ? Ho.
3307. You know that it is fed by the overflow' of the Lachlan, principally? Yes.
3308. Do you think it would ho possible to keep a permanent water level in the lake by erecting a weir 
across the Lachlan ? Yes ; it could be done quite easily.

. 3309. 'Would it he an expensive work ? Ho; it would not be at all difficult.
3310. Is there anything you wish to add to your evidence ? Only as to the value of the stuff at Wyalong. 
After the ordinary batteries have dealt with it we have given as high as £0 per ton for tailings, and as 
much as £28 a ton for concentrates.
3311. And at that rate you have obtained satisfactory returns? Yes.

.Tohn Bichmond, mining surveyor, Wyalong, sworn, and examined:—
J, Richmond 3312. Chairman.'] You have had considerable experience as a staff surveyor in the Lands Department? 

r----------> Yes; seventeen years.
15 Oct., 1307. S313. You are acquainted with the country through which a line of railway passing from the southern 

line would touch Hillston? Yes.
3314. Yon have inspected and reported upon the whole of that country ? Yes. _
3315. Will you describe the country between Grenfell and Wyalong ? Yes ; commencing from Grenfell, 
and coming towards Wyalong, it is not veri' hilly; there are some hills, principally granitic ridges ; there 
are some other ridges in between, but there is no obstruction of consequence ; there are good passages 
through them, one down by Bimby, and another to the north; it is country which can be easily got 
through.
3316. There are uo engineering difficulties in the way ? I do not know of auy ; little detours may he 
necessary here and there, but there are no serious difficulties.
3317. What are the capabilities of the country ? About Grenfell it is really good agricultural and pastoral 
country: there is a fair rainfall there also. As you come westward the country becomes pastoral, and in 
certain seasons very wet.
331S. How far out from Grcufell would that be ? About 20 miles, The soil I am speaking of would be 
suitable for agriculture, only that it is too moist in some seasons. In other seasons it is very dry. As a 

\ rule the country is fairly well watered; there are springs and one or two very fair creeks not far from 
Grenfell. Coining nearer to Wyalong, you get into the Bland country, with soil similar to that round

about
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about Condobolin ; it is blaclt clay ; there are sood patches of soil, but it would be difficult to work it with J- Richmond,

boree plains consist of, chemically, the richest soil which can be found in these parts. Between the Bland 
and the Back Creek it is all black soil, pastoral country; it is quite Hat. Brom tho Back Creek to 
Wyalong there is ordinary red soil, pine, box, aud oak ; it is fairly thickly timbered.
3319. Js that country suitable for agriculture? Yes, it is good soil throughout; the granite outcrops 
from the ridges here and there, hut generally tho soil is good. ■
3320. How far does that land cxiend on each side of the suggested line? As far as I know it grows 20
or 30 miles to the north and south. For that distance there is no difference in the character of tbe 
country as far as 1 can remember. To the north and west of Grenfell, going towards Lake Cowal, it is 
somewhat hilly country, but there are nothing more than hills. Towards the Bland again in that direction 
there are plains. There is sonic country like the Bland country quite close to Grenfell; a strip of it runs 
in there. '
3321. Ho you know the country between here and Temora ? From Temora to Barmedman there is a slate 
formation ; it is red soil with occasional granite ridges. Except the ridges it is all good agricultural 
country, I have seen lirst-elass fruit and vegetables grown there.
3322. I suppose tho country on each side of the surveyed railway would ho practically of tho same 
character? The country is similar in character. As you get near to Barmedman the soil is of a more 
clayey nature.
3323. What is the country like between Barmedman and Wyalong ? It is similar country. Bed soil with 
ironbark ridges; there are also granite ridges, and some mallec and patches of borce. All tbrougb, the 
soil is good.
3324. The country on each side of the surveyed route is similar ? Yes ; going along the road you really 
see the whole country, it is so similar.
3325. Ho you know the country between here and Hillston ? Yes.
3320. "What do you think of the route to Hillston via Yalgogrin ? From here to Yalgogriu, going almost 
due west, the country is densely scrubbed; there aro belts of malice here and there. Excepting on tbe 
ridges it is all good soil; there are some ironbark ridges upon which some good timber has been left, 
although a great deal of it has been taken by sleeper-getters,
3327. A considerable number of sleepers have been obtained from these ridges ? Yes, and they are still 
taking them. Proceeding from Yalgogrin to Hillston tbero is some rough country, but tbe ridges could 
be avoided by keeping to tbe northward. There is flat country between the ridges and Lake Cudgellieo. 
There are no hills of any great consequence ; they are very similar to those about Grenfell.
3328. What is the soil like ? It is all good, suitable for agricultural or pastoral pursuits.
3329. That class of country extends for many miles on the explored route? Yes; as you get nearer to 
Lake Cudgellieo you get into the clayey soil again.
3330. What is the country like on the south side of tho route? Beyond Yalgogrin I do not know much 
about tbe south side of the route. I have only travei-M.-d the northern part.
3331. Ho you think the rainfall in that district is sufficient for the growth of wheat? The annual
average throughout the district would be 20 inches. ■
3332. And it has been proved that wheat can be successfully grown with that average of rainfall ? Yes.
3333. Have you any knowledge of the Wyalong goldfield? Yes. I. have not the slightest doubt as to
its permanence; I said so in my evidence before the Sectional Committee four or five years ago. I know 
the mines. Having made underground surveys for many of them 1 know them well, and everything goes 
to show, in my opinion, that the field will be permanent. "
3334. You anticipated the present position of the field five or six years ago in your evidence ? Yes.
3335. Are the reefs fairly well defined? Yes ; they are very continuous in some places.
3336. Do you think the quality of the stone is improving with depth ? Yes ; in nearly all tbe mines, as 
you go deeper, the stone improves.
3337. The owners consider themselves justified in going to the expense of erecting first-class winding 
plant? Yes.
3338. Ho you think the Yalgogrin field is likely to be permanent ? I feel certain of it.
3339. You think it will one day sustain a large population ? Yes ; I think it will be a very great place
indeed. "
3340. The character of the country there is different ? The ground is somewhat harder, but the reefs are 
well defined, and.in most cases bigger.
3341. There is a large area of Crown land available between Grenfell and Wyalong? From Grenfell to 
Wyalong there is comparatively very little Crown land left outside Back Creek. The Bland country was 
all taken up long ago in large estates, From Back Creek to Wyalong it is nearly all Crown land; a great 
deal has lately been taken up in homestead selections—in fael, almost all the available land has been taken 
up within the last year.
3342. And you think the further development of this field will result in more settlement of that nature ? 
Certainly; between Wyalong and Yalgogrin it is nearly all Crown land.
3343. There are farms here and there ? Yes ; whenever land becomes available in the district it is
nearly always taken up, excepting the worst and most scrubbv parts. ■
3344. From Yalgogrin towards Hillston there is a great deal of Crown lands ? Yes, great areas.
3345. You think a railway would assist in their development ? Yes; people arc looking for land every
where. . •
3346. The principal reason why that land has not been taken up is the distance from maiket? A lot of 
it is in leasehold areas, and therefore not available.
3347. But there are many resumed areas ? Tbe best land in those areas has been taken up ; some has 
been left towards Lake Cudgellieo and Hillston.
3348. The difficulty of reaching a market has, you think, precluded settlement? Yes.
3349. Have you had inquiries from persons residing in other parts of the Colony as to the possibility of 
getting land in this district ? Yes, at different times.
3350. You think the construction of a railway would induce them to come here aud settle ? Yes ; from 

, what I can hear I am certain of it.

George
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Q-eorgo TVilliam Eose, senior-constable, Wyalong, sworn, and examined:—
Q-. W. Rose. 3351. Mr. O'Oonnor.'] How long have you been stationed here ? I have been in this district nearly 

'“n three years.
15 Oct., 1897, 3352. Ton are acquainted with the proposal before the Committee P Yea.

3353. ITon are prepared to give us some evidence in assisting us to arrive at a decision? Yes; as 
regards the wheat crop in the county of Gipps there are 2,353 acres under wheat, and in the county of 
Bland 25 acres. County Gipps is in the direction of Hiawatha, about 20 miles from here, a little to the' 
north of the proposed line.
3351'. Is the district advancing, or is it stationary p It is advancing in hoth population and wealth.
3355. Do you know Yalgogrin? Yes: that district is advancing also.
335G. What is the radius of your patrol district ? About 20 miles.

John Curtin McMahon, stock and share broker, Wyalong, sworn, aud examined :—
J. C. 3357. Mr. Farnell.~\ How long have you been here ? Yearly three rears and four months.

McMahon. 3358. b.on have a good knowledge of the district from a pastoral, agricultural, and mining standpoint?-

15 Oct, 1897- 3359 Ton have travelled through most of it ? Yes. '
3360. Whar do think would be the main advantages resulting from railway extension to Hillston inn
Wyalong, instead of via Euabalong? No matter where a railway comes from, it will be a great benefit
to this district in developing its mining, agricultural, and pastoral resources; it would open up a large-
tract of country for settlement.
3361. You do not doubt the capacity of the soil to produce cereals ? I have not the slightest doubt as to 
that; I may say that I am an agriculturist. I have spent a great portion of my life-time in Victoria, aud 
from my knowledge of the place and its produce I should say that the district contains some of the finest 
land for wheat-growing in the Australian Colonies ; it is only a matter of rainfall.
3362. Would the average rainfall admit the successful growth of wheat ? I should think so ; no doubt 
yon would have an odd year now and then which would be bad, but your good years would compensate 
for the bad ones, and all that would be required would be careful farming.
3363. Have you any doubt as to the permanence of the mining-field here? Not the slightest doubt; in 
my opinion it would be a very extensive field. Hp to six months ago we were in some doubt upon the 
point, but from what has transpired since I think there can be no longer any doubt. Some of the mines 
have -gone down 300 feet, and are obtaining better gold at that level than they have yet obtained. The 
reefs are not only richer but larger.
3361. Do you know Yalgogrin ? Yes. In my opinion that will also be a permanent field. It is slightly 
different from Wyalong; the country is harder and more difficult to prospect, but the field is improving 
day by day. All that is required is capital to develop it.
3365. You think there is a bright outlook for the district as far as mining development is concerned ?
Yes; I am confident of it; the returns from the field are in themselves sufficient guarantee of its 
permanence. ’
3366. Knowing the district between here and Hillston, you think that when facilities are afforded to- 
settlers to get their produce to market there will be extensive settlement in that direction? Yes; in the 
absence of a railway the cost of getting produce to market is now so great that it does not pay to grow it. 
I have seen as much as from 30 to 40 bushels to the acre here in a good season. I was speaking to a- 
selector yesterday, and he said that bad as last year was he had 15 bushels to the acre.
3367. What is your idea of the lowest yield which would pay with railway facilities ? Ho doubt 10 
bushels would pay.
3368. Is there anything you wish to add to your evidence ? I desire to say that the country between here
and Temora is all good with the exception of a few stony ironbark ridges. The low-lying ground contains 
first-class agricultural soil, and the greater part of it would be available for settlement; very little 
resumption would be required. I think the freeholders whose land was required for a railway would be- 
only to glad to give it free of charge. ' /

SATURDAY, 16 OCTOBER, 1867.

{The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Barmedman, at 2-30y.m,]

JPrfsritt:—
THOMAS HENEY HASSALL, Esq. (Chaibman).

Tbe Hon, Daniel O’Connob. j John Lionel Eegan, Esq.
Eiiakk Earnell, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

Edwin Davis Donkio, grazier, Mandnmah, near Barmedman, sworn, and examined:—
E.D. Donkin, 3369. Chairman.'] Have you resided long in this locality ? Nearly eighteen years, ■

3370. What is the area of your holding ? 10,000 acres.
16 Oct., 1897. 3371. Is it a pastoral lease ? Yes,

3372. Have you any cultivated land ? Something ever 100 acres.
3373. Have you heard of the proposal to construct a line from Condobolin to Euabalong ? Yes.
3374. You have also heard that this Committee have -traversed a suggested route from Hillston to- 
Wyalong? Yes.
3375. You are not favourable to tbe extension via Euabalong ;—you are in favour of some other route ?' 
Yes ; I am in favour of the route from Wyalong.
3376. You have seen the route explored by Mr, Kennedy as marked on the plan ? Yes,
3377. Yon are acquainted with the country not only between Wyalong and Hillston, but also between.
Grenfell and Wyalong ? Yes. 3378.
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'3378. Will you describe it to the Committee ? The country about 10 miles or so out of Wyalong is E. D. Donkin, 
ordinary forest land, all suitable for agriculture. After that, on the Bland, you come to open plains, which 
are not suited to agriculture. c ., .
■3379. The country there is more suited to pastoral pursuits ? Tes. _
3380. Is the soil of good quality? Tes ; but there is too much clay in it for agriculture. It is not at all 
suited for cultivation. It is difficult land to work. The same class of land continues for some distance
on the eastern side of the Bland. The line would pass the Bland almost at right angles, and for a ■ 
■considerable distance on tbe eastern side of the Creek the land is subject to flood. It is heavy black soil, 
unsuitable for agriculture. I could not say exactly for what distance it extends, but it would be for 
perhaps 10 or 15 miles on the eastern side. _
3381. There is a stretch, then, of about 3n miles unsuitable for agriculture on the Bland ? Tes; but
from that point on to Grenfell the laud is all more or less suited to agriculture. _
3382. Is the country between Barmedman and the route you have just described good country? It is 
all good agricultural land.
3383. Ton would have io cross the Bland in taking a railway from here to Grenfell? Tou would cross
ibo creek about 10 or 15 miles above the point at which it is proposed to cross it with the railway to 
Wyalong, , _ _ ,
-3384. Your remarks would apply to a stretch of country within 30 or 10 miles of the surveyed route?
Tes : it is practically the same on either side of the proposed line.
3385. What is the principal use to which land round about here is put ? Bor grazing ; hitherto the land 
has been worked at n great disadvantage ; there is no natural food, no natural grasses; the whole of the 
land requires a heavy expenditure before it can be made of any use whatever.
3383. The country requires ringbarking and scrubbing? Yes; in ils natural state it is absolutely 
■worthless, although )he soil is good. . _
3387. What would be ihe cost of improving the land ? It is worth certainly 10s. an acre to scrub, ring- 
bark, and burn off. That is really a low estimate; I think you might estimate from 10s. to £1 an aero
to prepare the land for the plough. When {he land has been lingfcarked for some years it is easier to ' 
clear it and make it ready for cultivation. _
3388. Is there much ringbarked land in the district ? Yes, a great deal of land has been rung, but it 
would require considerable expenditure to retain the advantage gained by ringing. It is of no use to 
riugbark the country and then leave it alone ; yon have to go on with the, work. I have been ringing 
continuously ever since I have been at Mandamah, Some of the .and is not yet cleared. It continues to 
sucker, and the scrub wants dealing with year by year.
.3389. Has agriculture been tried in that locality ? Yes. and with very good results, although our rainfall 
is comparatively light. J have kept tire rainfall here for eighteen years, and the average lor that time 
would be about; 1.8 inches
3390. It has been pjroved that crops can he grown hero successfully? Undoubtedly.
.'3391. Where do von find the market r Locally.
3392. Would any crops grown here he too far from the railway at: Temora? If wheat kept up the price 
at which it stood last year, it would pay to cart it; but last year the price, was abnormal. If tbe price 
went down to 2s. Gd. or 3s. we could not cart it: the expense of carting would eat up all the profit.
3393. It cannot depend upon the seasons? I think I may say that ever since I. have been here, with the
exception of one or two seasons, wheat might have been grown. i _
3391. You have a statement showing the rainfall for eighteen years ? Yes ; in that period our highest 
rainfall was 31 inches, in 1890. Our lowest was S inches, in 1888. The average is alitiic over IS inches—
18■*- inches. _
3395. Have votf any other statistics bearing upon the question? Yes, with regard to the traffic. The 
returns were taken officially by gangers on th£ road known as Donkin’s Lane, where the traffic is con- 
centraled. The figures were taken just after the wool season, so that the traffic escaped and was not taken.
Again, they were taken from G in the morning to G in the evening during the hot months of the year, 
and for that reason also a lot of the traffic escaped, because many teams prefer to travel at night, and 
■especiallv on moonlight nights; but the traffic averaged 512 tons a month.
339G. Is'that both ways? Yes, or about G,200 tons for twelve months. I calculate that they lost from
3,000 to 4.000 tons in'tho time 1 have named. 1 think they must have lost in the traffic, travelling at 
night, and in the wool, 4,000 tons. I think 1 may safely say that the traffic from Donkin’s Lane would 
be equal to 10,000 tons a year, _ _
3397. "Where would the traffic go to principally ? To "Wyalong. A great deal of it consisted of heavy, 
expensive machinery, forage, and goods. In addition to that, during the four months, passengers passing, 
averaged 750 a month by coach, horseback, or vehicle, or dote upon 9,000 persons in twelve months. Of 
course, we may assume that in the hot months of the year a good many passed through at night. That 
passenger traffic alone would represent a large amount of mcucy.
■3398, .And you say the hulk of it would be towards Wyalong? Yes.
3399. Do you think AYvalong is entitled to a railway ? 1 do not think there is the shadow of a doubt
about it. 1 think it is a great shame that the railway was not built here two years ago, I do not know 
what monev has since been expended on the roads, but LG,000 or £7,000 has been expended along tbe 
road known as Donkin's lane. They are still expending mcney there, and will continue to do so. The 
material is not suitable for a road ; it cuts up as fast as they make it. I look upon tbo road expenditure 
here ns a terrible waste of money.
3400. Wyalong was totally unknown as a goldfield four years ago ? Yes.
■3401. Do you not tbink it’s development has been of an extraordinary character ? 1 do ; J think the field
will, in all probability, be permanent; they have no idea of what is down below. Many prognosticate 
that the field will improve at a greater depth ; in any case, I think there will be a large population there.
3402. You are well aware that nothing conduces to rapid settlement more than does the discovery of a 
payable goldfield? Nothing. I tbink there is every probability of Wyalong becoming alarge city in the 
-course of a few years.
3403. At all events you think the place is entitled to railway communication ? I do. When the Secretary 
for Works was here’ s few months ago a deputation waited upon him in reference to this very matter, and 
he told ns that when the Sectional Committtee were here we did not pay any attention to their presence,

and
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and would not come in to give evidence, and that the sort of evidence we gave was a sort of faint praise 
that damned the railway absolutely, it appearing that the people did not want one, and that they preferred 
a bullock team.
JUOl. Do you think the country you have described in the vicinity of 'Wyalong is calculated to carry a. 
large agricultural population? 1 do; 1 have not seen it myself, I believe there arc crops close to Wyalong 
which have no superior in the district. One of these crops is growing on land which 1 remember years 
ago as about the most worthless you could see. It is in mallec country. We suffer from drought here ; 
our normal condition is one of drought; if we get a good season it is exceptional; the rains, however, 
wkich fall in winter time is sufficient to grow wheat or other crops, provided they are put in in good time! 
If people put them in later on they cannot expect to get a crop.
3405. You think the country might be profitably occupied by a combination of agricultural with pastoral 
pursuits? Yes; there is no doubt about lhat.
3406. From your knowledge of the effect of railway construction in other districts, you think a great deal 
of vacant land here would be profitably settled ? Yes ; I hold that a railway must precede agriculture, 
and that agriculture cannot precede a railway. Jt is of no use to grow produce if you cannot get it away. 
Wyalong is in an exceptional position ; there would be a certain local demand there, but it would be very 
soon overtaken.
3407. So that if settlers in this district went in extensively for agriculture they would have to look else
where for a market ? Yes. Another matter which needs' consideration is the amount of money which is 
now being expended upon roads. The Oovernment run a railway in a certain direction, and they say it 
does not pay, but they forget the constant outlay upon roads from which there is no return.
3408. They are feeders to the nearest railway station ? Until we get something better.
3400. You think money can be more advantageously expended upon a railway than upon a road? Yes ; 
because if it does not pay directly it pays indirectly. If you save money you have more to expend upon 
improvements. In the absence of a railway here you cannot save money, and that is the Ion" and short 
of it. ' °
3410. Your roads are very bad ? Yes; I passed through 4 miles of road here in 1894 or 1395 which I
shall never forget. '
3411. Would it not be as difficult to construct a railway as a road at that point? I should resume the 
road and construct upon the top of that.
3412. In that case the money would not be wasted ? No ; hut I do not think the Government would do 
such a thing as that. If a railway came along, the road, of course, would be absolutely useless. There 
would not be one team a week upon it.
3413. You are strongly of opinion that Wyalong is entitled to railway communication ? Yes.
3414. You think the construction of a railway would conduce to a great deal of settlement in this 
direction ? Yes. There would not be a vacant acre to spare in the district if there were a railway.
3415. You think Wyalong has a prospect of becoming a permanent goldfield carryiu" a large
population? Aes. v o e
3416. The gold-bearing country extends on the one hand to Temora, and on the other hand to Yalgogrin,
and it is hard to say how much further in the latter direction ? Yes. '
3417. What, in your opinion, would be absolutely the best point of connection with the present railway 
system of the Colony ? Undoubtedly, Temora would be the best point of connection. I will mention 
another consideration which bears strongly upon the question and which affects pastoralists materially. 
A railway going to Wyalong and down to Hillston would afford an escape for starving stock in a time'of 
drought. If we could gct a railway within 20 miles in time of drought, we could send our sheep to the 
ranges at Tumut. Within the past six months thousands of stock might have been saved bad we had a 
railway by -which we could have got them away. I know of one station out west which boaght 15,000 or
16,000 sheep to restock. The drought came upon them, aud, in desperation, they tried to get a remnant 
of 6,000 or 7,000 away. They got about half-way to the mountains, when they all died. Had there been 
a railway, that stock might have been saved, and there aro no doubt a number of similar cases.
3418. As to the rabbit-pest, do you tbink it likely that the construction of a railway would induce persons 
to take up land now lying vacant, and that by that means the pest might be materially decreased? 
Undoubtedly. Close settlement is the only means of dealing effectually with the pest, livery acre of 
Crown land which is abandoned is a breeding ground, and is a menace to surrounding properties. The 
Crown makes no effort to contend with the pest. Nothing but a railway will promote close settlement; 
railway conquers distance immediately. Farmers have their time too much occupied to cart their produce 
themselves any distance, and teams are too expensive.
3419. Do you think that Hillston is entitled to railway communication? I should not care to express an 
opinion with regard to any point beyond Wyalong.

Dennis Byrne, farmer, Barmedman, sworn, and examined :—
D. Byrne. 3420; ilfr. ’How long have you been in the district ? Nearly six years. I have been engaged in

farming since I was a boy—farming combined with grazing. . ° ^
16 Oct., 1897. 3421. What is the area of your holding ? 2,560 acres.

3422. How far is it from Barmedman ? Between 7 and 8 miles. A mile or two south of west.
3423. Do you agree with what the last witness said with reference to the capabilities of the soil here ? 
Yes ; I think the capabilities of the soil here are quite equal to those of the soil in the Albury district with 
which I am familiar, and where the billaboug country is considered very good. I have no doubt as to the 
capabilities of the soil in this district if it he properly worked.
3424. What acreage have you under cultivation ? I have about 230 acres under crop this year. I have
also about 10 acres of sorghum. ,
3425. What results have you attained ? In one year I had a little better than 16 bushels of wheat. In
the paat two years I have had between 10 and 11 bushels. I have had three had years to contend with, 
and I have only a small area under crop. ■
3426. Where do you send your wheat ? To Temora. Cartage would be about 4d. per bushel. I paid at 
back loading 3d.
3427. Have you never paid more than 3d. ? I only carted in that one year. The rest I sold locally

3428.
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4‘28. You Diiid 3d. on the understanding that there would bo back loading, is that it? Yes. ^ Byrne.
3d20. At what can you grow wheal profitably per bushel ? 1 think it can bo grown profitably at 3s., 
with reasonable facilities for getting it away. 0 ®ct ’
3430. What did you get for your wheat in the year you sent it to Temora ? Three shillings and five pence
halfpenny. That was three years ago. ■
3431. That -would he profitable now ? Yes, so much so that I have recently cleared about 300 acres in 
readiness for next year, iu anticipation of prices remaining nearly as they are. .
3432. J understand you to say that wheat cannot he grown, profitably here at any price under 3s. ?
Three shillings, I think, would return a good profit. In some years it could be grown profitably at 2s.
Od.; but the average price required would be about 3s.
3433. At that price it would be more profitable than sheep ? Decidedly.
3434. Would sheep pay better than wheat at 2s. 3d. per bushel ? It is very hard to say ; prices for sheep 
and wool fluctuate so much. Sheep would not pay as well as farming at present prices on a small area.
3435. What has it cost you for clearing ? The land I purchased had been ringbarked before I took it up.
I paid for ringbarking 400 acres Is. 3d. and for scrubbing 2s. 3d. per acre.
3430. What would it cost you to prepare your land for the plough ? I am preparing it now at 7s. and Ss,
If the timber is green you must allow Is, for ringbarking.
3437. I suppose three-fourths of the trees would be green ? You must understand there is a groat deal 
of undergrowth.
3438. Your average price for clearing would be about 10s. an acre? I could clear very well at that price.
3439. Have you tried anything but wrheat ? No.
3440. How far aro you from a railway? About 30 miles.
3441. What would you consider a reasonable distance to a railway for the conveyance of produce? I 
should say from 12 to 15 miles,
3442. At the outside 20 miles? At 20 miles you are a good way off for the cartage of wheat.
3443. Then you think that a railway within 20 miles would be of little value to anyone producing wheat?
Of course it depends upon the nearest existing lailway point.
3444. Once you go over the 20 miles it does not cost you so very much more if you have to go to 30 ?
Quite so.
3445. But I suppose farmers would be assisted lo a certain extent if they had a railway within 20 miles 
of their holdings ? Yes; of course they would not go in so much for agriculture as they would if the 
line were closer.
3446. lias any other produce grown well with you ? I grew corn on only one occasion. It did very well.
I have tried pumpkins and all sorts of vegetables, and they also have grown splendidly.
3147. Have you tried fruit ? Yes ; fruit does very well.
3443. With railway communication you think this district would hold its own with any other portion of 
the Colony ? Decidedly ; the land is of first-class quality if it is worked properly. '
3449. What does rabbit-proof fencing cost here ? h'rom £30 to £35 per mite with the fence erected.
3450. You heard the evidence of Mr. Donkin as to natural grasses ? Tes; if you ringbark the natural 
grasses will follow at once.
3451. Supposing wheat-growing became unproductive by reason of a fall in price, do yon think that tho 
land could he used for dairying purposes ? It would be quite good enough for that.
3452. Have you tried dairying ? Only for home use. The man who bad my place previously tried 
dairying for market, and made a profit out of it. If you spend, from a shilling to half a crown an acre 
for ringbarking and scrubbing you get good grassed land.
3453. No matter for what purpose you use the land you have to ringbark and scrub to make it of any
use? Yes. ‘
3454. Even if you are going to run sheep you must do that? Cerlainly.
3455. Where do you send your wool ? To Sydney.
3 456. Mr. Farnell.'] You are a member of the Baud Board hero? Yes.
3457. Do you tbink Wyalong is entitled to railway communication ? Tes.
3458. Do you know the country between Wyalong aud Hillston ? Not a great extent of it. 1 have been 
down tho Humbug to Bolygamy. There is a large area of fine country there.

James Stewart, farmer, Eeefton, sworn, and examined :—
3459. Mr. Farnell.] Reefton is between Barmedman and Temora ? Yes. j Stewart!
3460. How far from Temora? About 14 or 15 miles. 1 am to the south-west of Reefton, on the
western side of tho Barmedman-Tomora Road. Ifl Qct
3461. How far arc you from a railway station ? About 16 miles. * ’
3462. You cannot speak as to the merits of the various alternative routes to Hillstou ? No ; I am 
informed that there is good land between Condobolin and Euabalong, but I have never seen that part of 
the country.
3463. You know the country between Temora aud Wyalong pretty well P Yes.
3464. Also the country between Wyalong and Grenfell ? Tes.
34644. Have you ever been on tho Bland country ? Yes.
3465. What sort of country is it ? It is flat country, very liable to floods.
34G6. Is it what they call gilgai country ? A good deal of it.
3467. It would bo unsuitable for railway construction ? I think so.
3468. Somewhat similar to the road between Wyalong and Barmedman? There is no country between 
here and Wyalong like the country I have just described. ’
3469. There is a great extent of it on the Bland ? Yes.
3470. And railway construction across that country would be very expensive ? Yes.
3471. You think that Wyaloug is entitled to a railway mdependently of the construction of a line to 
Hillston? Yes.
3472. Erom your knowledge of the country within the influence of a railway at Wjalong, do you think

the line would pav well ? I do. ”
' 282 (fl)—O 3173.
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J. Stewart. 3473, You tbink that within a radius of 20 miles of "Wynlong tbe whole of the country at present 
,/7v!T*^Toq7 unsettled and undeveloped would be put under cultivation? Yes; a great deal of it between here and 

' ■■lsy'- Temora, and also between here and Wyalong.
3474. You are a practical farmer? Yes.
3475. What is the wheat yield in this district ? I have never had less than 12 bushels.
3476. Is the soil suitable for oats and barley ? I have never tried barley; but I have tried onts and have 
made hay of them. I got about a ton to the acre.
3477. What area did you put under cultivation ? Erom 150 to 160 acres.
3478. What do you <lo with your produce ? I sometimes send it to Sydney aud sometimes sell it locally. 
347£h What yield will pay well P If I could get 3s. a bushel I should be satisfied with the yield I have 
mentioned,
3480. What have you paid for clearing your land ? I have paid £1 an acre to get it cleared for the 
plough, after paying 3s. and 4s. an acre for ringing and suefcering. I never got the land cleared for less 
than 12s. an acre, and that was after spending 4s. or 5s. upon scrubbing and ringbarking.
3481. Does fruit do well with you ? very well.
3482. What kinds have you grown? Apples, pears, plums, apricots, peaches, oranges, and grapes—a 
little of all sorts.
3488. What has done best out of those fruits ? Apricots, I tbink. '
3484. Do yon think it is a good district for vine growing ? Yes.
3485. On what area could a man make a comfortable living in this district ? He would want from 1,000
to 1,280 acres. ■ .
3486. I suppose he would have to carry on mixed farming? Yes.
3487. Have you made any ensilage P Ho.
3488. Do you think fodder could be grown in this district which won id be suitable for ensilage? Yes ; 
after a few years had elapsed to render the land more fit for cultivation.

Charles Leonard, carpenter, Barmedman, sworn, and examined :—

16 Oct., 1897. 3490. Do you know that part of the country ? Yes : I have travelled from Condobolin to Euabalong 
several times.
3491. How is the land settled there ? It is mostly in large holdings.
3492. What are the river flats like ? They are all good agricultural country.
3493. It is mostly purchased land ? 1 think most of tho frontage is purchased.
3494. What is the country like between Lake Cudgellieo and this point ? It is agricultural country 
pretty well all through.
3495. Is it as good as the country from Condobolin to Euabalong ? It is hardly as good as that, I think.
3490. Do you know tho country round about Wyalong? I know a little of the country between Wyalong 
and Wollongough ; but I have not been much to” tbe south. ‘
3497. Do you know tbe country between ‘Wyalong and Grenfell ? Yes.
3498. You beard Mr, Donkin’s evidence as to that; country? Yes.
3499. Can you corroborate what be said ? Yes; as to the plains consisting of heavy ground, and being liable
to flood towards Wyalong. The Grenfell country is agricultural country; but the country on the .Bland 
is too heavy for agriculture, ” "
3500. You have some knowledge of timber ? Yes.
3501. Do you know of any ironbark forests round about here ? Yes; to the north and to the west of 
Barmedman there are ironbark ridges.
3502. Are they of any extent ? They are not very largo; but the timber that grows there is pretty good. 
It is also fairly thick,
3503. So. that in the event of a railway being constructed to this district, there 'would be no diflieulty in 
getting timber for sleepers ? No. They are taking them from here at present; they are sent to the 
railway at Temora.
3504. You regard the Bland country as good grazing country, and the strips outside that aro good 
agricultural country, similar to that between Wyalong and Barmedman? Yes. I have done some coach
driving in the Bland country; I know what it is like. I carried mails from Young via Marsden’s to 
Eorbes for three years, and again from Marsdcn to Forbes for another four years.
3505. It is difficult country to get over in a coach ? Yes; I was four days getting from Young to
Marsden, a distance of 80 miles. "
3506. Does the water lie all over that country at flood-time ? The plains are covered for miles to a depth 
of from 1 to 3 feet. There is a bridge crossing the creek ; but it is difficult to reach it in flood-time.
3507. Mr. O'Connor.] It would be expensive to construct a railway there ? Yes : it is very hard to got
any stone there. ’
3508. How wide have you seen tho water there in flood-time ? I have seen it about 7 miles wide. The 
water runs from south and east to north and west.
3509. You have been travelling in a straight direction ? Travelling the way Ihe water runs.
3510. And you have found it 6 or 7 miles wide ? Yes.
3511. Does the water remain on the plains for any time ? The creeks go down pretty quickly. Except 
when the Lachlan flood-waters which fill Lake Cowal meet the Bland waters, causing them to take longer 
in running down. They all run into Lake Cowal.
3512. What is the longest time you have seen the water there so high that you could not get to the 
bridge? Eight weeks. I could not bring the mail-coach from Forbes to Marsden’s for that length of time.
3513. Could you not cross the country during that time? You could cross it bv swimming a short
distance if you knew the country. "
3514. Is the country often flooded ? It is generally flooded in winter time.
3515. Yon consider it hard country to travel across ? Yes.

Lewis



781

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—RAILWAY FROM CONDOBOLIN TO EUABALONG.

Lewis Joseph Luke MahNamara, grazier, Barmedman, sworn, and, examined:—
3516. Chairman.-] How long hare you been in ibis district? All my lifetime. I have travelled about a
good deal in it. 16 Oct,, 1897.
3517. Are you acquainted with the proposal to construct a railway from Condobolin to Euabalong?
Yes. , _
3518. Do you know anything about that country ? It must be about fifteen years since I was there. I 
could not say what the country is like now. It appeared to me at that time to be all grazing country.
3519. Do you know the proposed route from Euabalong to Hillston ? I do not know where the line 
goes exactly; but my experience of the Lachlan Yalley is that it is grazing country. It may have 
changed since I knew it.
3520. Do you know Hillston ? 1 have never been nearer in tlia1; direction than the Humbug Valley.
3521. "What kind of country is that ? Grazing and agricultural country—mostly grazing.
8522, ’Where are you carrying on your business ? About 9 miles from here—5 miles from the Bland 
Creek.
3523. You know the Bland country well ? Yes.
352-1. You know the country from here to Grenfell well ? Yes.
3525. What is your opinion of it? Five or six miles from here towards Grenfell in a direct line is all 
agricultural country. After that it varies. There is some good agricultural land at Grenfell.
3526. What has been your experience of the condition of tho Bland country in wet seasons? In wet 
seasons it is very difficult land to get over; with the exception of small patches which are fit for farming it 
is grazing country.
3527. What do you think of the proposal to construct a railway from Grenfell to Wyalong? I never 
was on the surveyed route ; but from what I can hear of the route you would require I miles of bridge 
across the Bland Creek! That would be expensive on account of scarcity of timber. I have seen the 
Bland Creek 7 miles wide in flood time—a running flood.
3528. You think it would be dangerous to build a railway over the Bland ? Yes; there arc 6 feet of
water in some places ; the depth varies. '
3529. You say there is some agricultural country tbero? When you get about from 10 to 15 miles on 
the other side of the Bland the country is good for agriculture. But you could not cultivate on the Bland 
country. I have had some experience of that, and I have not been very successful.
3530. You do not caro to express an opinion whether it would be judicious or otherwise to construct a 
railway from Condobolin to Euabalong ? I could not say that Euabalong is not entitled to a railway; 
hut I think a line from Temora to Hillston via Wyalong is very much more urgently required.
3531. You corroborate tbe statements of previous witnesses as to the general productiveness of this
district ? Yes. ■

107

L. J. h. 
MaeNamara.

Edward O’Donnell, farmer, Barmedman, sworn, and examined:—
3532. Mr. Fegan.] How far do you live from Barmedman ? About miles to the west. E. O’DonpclI.
3533. How far are you from the Temora railway station ? About 25 miles.
3034!. What area do you hold ? 1,672 acres conditional purchase and conditional lease. I have held it 16 Oct., 1897.
for ten years.
3535. How do you use your land ? I have been grazing chiefly, except during the last two or three years 
when I have started farming. I commenced farming when tbe agitation for a railway line commenced.
3536. How long have you had tbe railway at Temora? Four or fire years.
3537. Has it not been an inducement to you to put land under cultivation ? I put some land under crop 
one year and found if, did nob pay me too well. I therefore let tbe paddock alone for a time, and then 
when Wyalong broke out I started again.
3538. What have you grown? Wheat; I have cut it principally for hay. I got about 480 bushels of
grain last year, •
3539. Did the price pay you for your outlay ? It paid mo right enough last year ; I. got 4s. 4d. a bushel.
3540-1. You have heard various witnesses speak of the productiveness of the soil? Yes; I have had as
high as 30 bushels to tho acre and as low as 12 bushels. Last year was a bad season. I hud 30 bushels . .
one year. In another year I stripped 20, and in the year after that I stripped none at all, hut cut it for 
hay. Last year I stripped some 38 acres, which went 12-2 bushels to the acre,
3542. What is the largest area you have had under cultivation ? The area I have at tho present time—
115 acres.
3543. What is the largest area you have stripped ? Somewhere about 70 acres.
3544. Was that land superior to other portions of your boiling? Ho ; it was all about equal.
3545. The whole of your holding would be as capable of producing wheat? Yes ; every inch I have is as 
good as the area I cultivate, except 100 acres of gilgai country.
8546. You corroborate the evidence of qjrevious witnesses as to the productiveness of the district?
Yes, _ _
3547. What do you think would be a fair distance to cart agricultural produce to-a railway ? About 15 
or 16 miles is a fair distance ; anything over that would be a handicap.
3548. Apart from the goldfield at Wyalong, there are good agricultural resources in the district?
Yes.
3-549. You think the district is entitled to railway communication ? If they do not get it it will be of no 
use to grow wheat there ; the district should undoubtedly have a railway.
3550. At what point do you think Wyalong should he connected with the railway system? On national , 
grounds I think it should be connected with Temora. It is the nearest and most direct route, and it 
would suit the pastoralists better than any other route for sending their stock to the mountains. It would
he a direct line to (lundagai.
3551. Would tho lino from Wyalong serve the people in the Humbug Yalley? Most undoubtedly.
3552. What distance would that country be from Wyalong ? Some of it is from 15 to 20 miles ; outside 
of that distance tho settlers would be handicapped in sending their produce to the railway at Wyalong.

Duncan
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' Duncan Cruikslianlr, farmer and contractor, Barmedman, sworn, and examined:—
Cruikjjhank ^r' Farnell^] How long have you been in the district? I have been seventeen years or so in this

■ K • and the surrounding district. I know the country north of "Wyalong for about 15 miles, also 15 miles to 
16 Oct, 1897 eastward.

’ SSSi. You know the country between Grenfell and Wyalong ? Well.
3555. You know that it is proposed to extend the railway to Hillston via Euabalong ? Yes,
3556. What is your opinion of an alternative route to Hillston which would serve Wyalong and 
Barmedman? The land between Temora and Wyalong, for some 15 miles to the westward, is highly 
suitable for agriculture, grazing, and fruit-growing. In fact, it has the host soil of any part of the country 
that I have been in.
3557. Do you endorse the statements of previous witnesses as to the capabilities of the soil ? Yes.
3558. Do you also corroborate the statements which have been made as to the nature of the Bland 
country ? Yes; it is impossible to cultivate that country except in small patches. At times it is under 
water for miles, In fact, a railway coming through that country would have to be carried on piles for 
some distance. It would be necessary to make a viaduct to carry tbe railway over that country. I should

■ think it would require to be about 3 or 4 miles in length. *
3559. Bailway construction there would be difficult and expensive? Yes; if the route which I have
heard described is intended to be followed by a railway I am not sure that you would not have to construct 
the railway on piles for 7 or 8 miles. ’
3560. You think that Wyalong is entitled to a railway independently of any project to afford railway 
communication to Hillston? I am sure it is. I have been mining for several years on the reef between 
here and Wyalong. The quantity of reefs found on the Wyalong field, and tho increasing richness of the 
reefs as they sink to the lower levels, I think, entitles the place to a railway.
3561. You think that the more the district is prospected the more extensive the field would become? 
Yes ; and the deeper they go down the better1 the gold becomes.
3562. What do you think of the mineral deposits at Yalgogrin? They are very rich, and they appear to 
bo about the same as those at Wyalong ? The deeper they go the better the gold becomes.
3563. You think that Wyalong and Talgogrin show every indication of becoming permanent fields? 
Yes; some of tho deeper shafts at Wyalong aro becoming better with depth. There are also good 
agricultural prospects between Wyalong and Temora. Tho soil is a rich chocolate; north of Wyalong 
the soil is also very good. You must also hear in mind that the land between Temora and Wyalong is 
chiefly Crown land. Every block which has been thrown open under the present Land Act has been 
taken up. The effect of the settlement following upon railway construction will be to exterminate the 
rabbits. . Several reefs have also been discovered between Ibis point and Wyalong, and I should not be at 
alt surprised if in a short time there were a continuation of gold mining between Wyalong and Temora.
3564. What part of the Colonies did you come from to this district? From New Zealand.
3565. What is your opinion of the land hero as compared with tho land in New Zealand for farmin'' 
operations ? I believe we have the best land here under the face of. heaven. All that we want is the 
New Zealand rainfall. We can grow wheat crops here for seven successive years. In New Zealand they 
take one wheat crop, one oat crop, and then put the land under English grasses to give it a. spell. I have 
been very much surprised at the quality of the land here.
3566. Do you know of any people who would take up land here, with a view to cultivation, if there were 
a railway ? Yes. I know several persons who have taken up land here withiu the last few days, and who 
arc recommending their friends to come from Victoria to select. The Victorians have asked to bo told 
when land will bo thrown open between here and Hiwathho, and further on.
3507. You can say from your own knowledge that many persons would settle in this district if it vvere 
afforded railway accommodation ? Yes.

Thomas Steffani, miner, Barmedman, sworn, and examined:—
T. Steffani. 3568. ChairmanJ\ How long have you been mining ? Over thirty years altogether. I have been here 

about fifteen years.
16 Oct., 1897. ggyQ. Have you a claim here? Yes.

3570. Have you done much work upon it? Yes; I have been working for some time. We went down
to the water level, which would be about 70 feet, •
3571. Have you a well-defined reef, or is it broken country ? Above the water level it is broken country. 
There have been some small well-defined reefs up to the surface.
3572. Is there much mining carried on here? Very little.
3573. Have many more men been employed here than are now employed? Yes, a great number of miners 
were employed here ; but the ground is locked up in leases, and the labour conditions are not complied 
with. There is suspension after suspension.
3574. Is the ground of a payable nature ? Yes ; it bas been a very fair field.
3575. Is it likely to develop into a larger field ? We have not worked below the water level; wo cannot
do so without considerable capital. .
3576. Outside capitalists must come in and assist you in developing ? Yes.
3577. What is your opinion of Wyalong ? I think it will turn out a permanent field.
3578. Is the country between here and Wyalong gold-bearing ? Yes; we get gold in different places 
from here to Grenfell, and from here to Temora.
3579. Practically, the whole country round here is reefing country? Yes.
8580. Do you know the country from Wyalong towards Hillston ? I have been down the river as far as 
Euabalong, but not further. 1 have travelled from Lake Cudgellieo to this point.
8581. Is there a reefing country right through there ? Yes.
3582. There are indications of gold between Lake Cudgellieo and Wyalong ? Yes,
3583. But no ground has been worked there ? Not to my knowledge,
8584. You think there is a chance of gold being discovered there? I myself have got gold close to 
Wyalong, but it was not payable, ' "
8f85'i is tiie av0ra«° yie‘d here per ton ? It differs; in the case of one claim wo took out 1,100 oz, 
of gold in twelve months, We had it for twelve months on tribute from another party; they worked it; 

left ft, J hjvvo the same ground, now, and I got payable gold lately, 3,590,
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0586. You Ihiuk tho field would be likely to prove permanent if you could only cope witli the water. I do. T. Steffam. 
8587. Have you good foot and hanging walls ? The reef I have now is not well defined.
3588. But you are satisfied to follow it? Yes. _ _ c
3589. Do you think the construction of a railway here will assist in the development of the mining
industry? I do, _
3590. You think it might induce capitalists to come here ? Yes; there is a lot more prospecting to be 
done in the auriferous belt of country from here to Lake Cudgellico, and even further,
8591. If the field were made better known, through the advent of a railway, you think the country might 
he prospected with the probability of striking something good? Yes ; the greatest drawback to the place 
has hecn that the ground which is the best to get the gold from lias for the past ten vears been under 
suspension.
3592. All applications for suspension are dealt with by the warden locally ? Yes.

James Kerr, grazier and farmer, Temora, sworn, and examined:—
3593. Jfr. O'Connor!\ Where is your holdiog ? On Kildary, about 25 miles from here, ft little to the south- J. Kerr,
west. I have been living in the district for about six years, and I have been acquainted -with it for ten years. s
3594. What business did you carry on before you came here ? 1 was a publican in Wagga Wagga. 16 Oct., 1897.
3595. You have had ten years’ experience as a fanner and grazier ? Yes.
3590. You desire to give the Committee some evidence as to a route to Hiliston alternative to that proposed 
from Condobolin ? Yes; 1 think a good deal of the proposal to extend the line from Temora through 
Wyalong. As regards the line from Condobolin to Euabalong, there would not be more than 100 or 200 
people upon the whole route within 20 miles of it, whereas within the same distance of a lino from Temora 
to Hiliston there would be 0,000. . _
3597. You would think a railway within 20 miles of you vrould be of substantial benefit? Most decidedly.
I estimate that it would put 10s, an acre on to the value of my land.
3598. And it would help you better to develop its resources? Yes ; as matters now stand I have to cart
all my produce over 45 miles to Temora. •
3599. You are clearly of opinion that Temora would be the best starting point to Hiliston? H ee, I am, 
having regard not only to my own benefit but to the country at large. 1 am sure that if that line is not 
adopted now it will bo in the near future. It would have been much better to construct the line years 
ago instead of spending so much money upon roads. Thousands of pounds would have been in the pockets 
of the G-overnincnt if that had been done. 1 believe the Cootamundra extension has paid, and I think a 
continuation of the line from Temora to Wyalong would also be payable.
3000. What is your opinion of Wyalong? J was on the held at its inception, four years ago last March, 
and 1 have not been there since ; but J. have read and heard a great deal about it. 1 think it is a really 
good field. It was thought originally that when they got down to the hard rock the reefs would peter out, 
but they have not done so. If anything, the hard ground is paying quite as ivell as, if not better than, tho 
surface ground. Wyalong to-day is a better gold-producing field than it ever was. In addition to Wyalong, 
there is Yalgogrin to be considered. I was also at the opening of that field. There are several very good 
claims upon it.
3G0L. Have you any interest in mining at Wyalong or Yalgogrin ? I have no interest in mining anywhere.
3602. Mr. Farnell.] Supposing you were within 20 miles of a railway, how many acres would you put 
under the plough in addition to your present cultivated area? I have 300 acres cleared, and 250 acres 
under crop ; but I should crop 2,000 or 3,000 acres if I could. I pay Is. Gd. to Is. 9d. a bag carriage 
from my place to Temora. It runs from 4-id. to Od. a bushel; in fact, the road charges are quite as bad as 
tho Yankee competition, not including 5d. for railway freight to Sydney which makes the total carriage 
about lid. per bushel.
3603. Are there many settlers near you? I am surrounded by them.
3604. A railway would be as advantageous to them as to you? Yes.
3605. Do you know the country further west? Yes.
3606. Do you think railway communication would bring it under cultivation ? All the land there is of a 
closer nature with loam on tho surface, excepting some rocky hills. The land I know of between here and 
to the south of Yalgogrin is fit for wheat-growing, with the exception of the rocky country.
3607. How many bushels of wheat to the acre have you produced? Nine, 14, 16, 23, and 25 bushels.

MONDAY, 18 OCTOBER, 1897.
[The Sectional Committee met at the Morangarell homestead, at 4y),M.]

present:—
THOMAS HENRY HASSALL, Esq. (Chaieman.)

The lion. Daniel O’Connor. | John Lionel Eegan, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

George Allen McGregor, pastoralist, Morangarell, sworn, and examined :— ‘
3608. Mr. Fagan.] What area have you ? About 30,000 acres, including resumed and leasehold areas, G. A.
conditional purchase, conditional lease, and freehold. McGregor.
3609. Have yon any area under cultivation ? Only for hay.
3610. How long have you been here? All my lifetime. My family have been in occupation of this I®®''
country for flfty-tw-o years.
3611. Will you describe the country ? It is boree and box forest with narrow sandy ridges.
3612. You are aware that the Committee are inquiring into a proposal to extend the railway from
Condobolin to Euabalong? Yes. .
36]3. How far is it from Condobolin to this point? About 95 miles. .
3614, And from Euabalong? Euabalong is nearer j but round by Lake CudgcUicq would be about 120
miles, ■ . * .............. '' ‘
S616. Sp that you wquld not bp likely tp qse tjie proposed rtiilway P JTo, .
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McGrecor What is your nearest railway station? Combanning, on the Temora line.
3617. Do you know the country from here to Condobolin ? Yes. It is boree country. There arc hills 

18 Oct.. 1897 on eithcr side. I could not say what formation they are : they are not exactly granite. T think they call
tlicm the Manna hills. There are some ranges lower down also; but it is mostly boree country.
3618. Do you know the route of the surveyed line from G-renfell to Wyalong ?" Yes. *
3619. How far is that from here? A bout 15 miles north.
3620. What kind of country does it run through ? Through plain country. There is undulating country • 
.near Grenfell. The Eland country is level.
3621. Some witnesses at Barmedman spoke of the flooded nature of the country between here and
Grenfell ? I have known it at time of flood and also in season of drought; near the Bland it is all on a 
dead level. 1 do not know that it would he in any sense dangerous or difficult from the point of view of 
railway construction. '
3622. What has been the depth of water in time of flood, and what has been the area covered ? Just 
near the creek where the line crosses I suppose it would not average more than 2 feet for about a mile on 
each side of the creek,

' 3623. What is the total width of the flooded country? 1 think it would be about 7 miles, with a depth
ol water back from the creek varying from 3 inches to 1 foot. There would be some patches of dry land 
in the area, but the water spreads out roushly about 7 miles ^
3624. Is there anything like a current? .1 could not say; 1 have never measured it. Tho water drifts
along into Lake Cowal. '
3625. How much rain would have to fall before such a flood would occur? Thom 4 to 6 inches ; but a
great deal would depend upon the state of the ground at the time of the rainfall. If the ground is 
thoroughly saturated with rain it would take from 11- to 2 inches to make a flood. In a time of drought 
similar to this it would take from 4 to 6 inches. *
3026. Are there any oilier creeks to be crossed by the line? There are several. There is the Back 
Creek on the west side of the Bland, and there is also the Wahway Creek, which spreads:! nut in time of flood.
3627. Would the surveyed line cross the Wahway ? 1 could not say. The Wahway Crock runs into 
Lake Cowal, and I think the surveyed line would run very close to that. The 5-chain roadway from 
Williams’ Crossing to Bimbi runs with the creek, but I do not know that the railway would cross that.
3628. What is the country fit for? Aery little of it has been tried for agriculture; but nearly all that 
could be taken up haa been taken up,
3629. It is regarded as first-class grazing and fattening country ? Yes. -
3630. Almost the whole of the area between here and Grenfell which can be taken up has been taken up?
Yes ; with the exception of a kittle stretch of Mallee, near Wyalong. Every acre fit to fatten between 
there and Bimbi has been taken up. On the other side the country is not so good for fattening. It will 
fatten, of course, hut it is better fur agriculture. "
3631. What is your opinion of the country about bore for agriculture? 1 have not tried it: but similar 
country rouud about Berrigan is considered first-class for agriculture.
3632. What is your rainfall here? 1 think the average of 25T6 given in the olficial return is a little 
above the average. I think the average for tho period from 1881 to 1894 is greater than the average for 
a similar number of years antecedent.
3633. You yourself put the average down at about 22 iocbes ? Yes ; in some years we have had 8 inches
and 9 inches. .
3634. You keep a record of the rainfall, and are therefore able to venture an opinion on the subject ?
Yes. ‘
3635. Cau you state for how many years the record has been kept by yourself? I could not saw from 

. memory, but I think from 1885.
3636. What stock do you carry ? Principally sheep. Wo have some cattle and horses. In an average 
season we carry a sheep to the acre. We have carried 27,000 sheep, 150 to 200 head of cattlo, and 100 
head of horses, on 30,000 acres. That would be about a sheep to the acre.
3637. You kuow the country between Temora and Wyalong, and also between Grenfell and Wyalong? 
Yes.
3638. Having iu view Hiliston as the objective point, from which part of the existing railway system do 
you think the connection should be made ? Prom a national point of view 1 think the line should come

, via Grenfell.
3639. You base that statement upon your knowledge of the country and the probability of its being
occupied? Yes. “
3640. You know that there is a large area of unoccupied country between Wyalong and Hiliston ? Yes ; 
tho land is superior in every way between Grenfell and Wyalong than between Temora and Wyalong. I 
am speaking, of course, from a grazier’s standpoint.
3641. Is the country infested with rabbits and wild dogs? There is a wire-netting boundary-fence 
about 5 miles from_ here in a north-easterly direction, and that runs from Marsden right up round 
Gibson’s run—that is, below where the proposed railway line crosses Coragabil. It goes thence along 
Burrett’s Euroka station, and by Caldwell's station, to within a mile from here on Moonbucea. It is the 
lino which runs from Mr. Dickson’s TJabbn station. All the country on the north-east side is said to be 
infested with rabbits, and the south-west side is also infested.
3642. In your experience, what has been the longest period during which the water has remained on a 
level near the Bland Creek, preventing traffic across tho country ? The traffic may have been suspended 
for about a fortnight at the outside. Down the eastern side of the creek from Marsden I have known 
the traffic stopped for a fortnight, but that would be on an exceptional occasion. No one knowing the 
run of the country would be stopped at all. Of course, travelling would be slow.
3643. The fortnight’s suspension of traffic to which you refer would bo on tho main road from here to 
Marsden ? Yes.
3644. So that if a witness said that it was impossible to get along the road for eight weeks he would bo 
exaggerating ? Yes ; the mail from here to Marsden has not been delayed more than a week at auy time. 
3045. You think that a railway constructed across the country you have described would rccjiiire a water
way to permit of the water getting through from Bland Creek and Back Creek ? On the Bland Creek the 
water does not back out so much where the railway hue would cross as it does lower down.

3646.
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3646, Tho Back Creek stretches out a good bit in time of flood ? Tea; but it is shallow. It is more like
a huge swamp than a creek. ‘
3647. There is a pretty good demand for country which i- thrown open here ? It would be rushed in a 
week. ■ The plain country was secured years ago at dBl per acre. They have since discovered that the 
timbered country, after being improved, is the best, and will carry more stock.
3G48. The country in its natural state where it is heavily timbered you consider to be absolutely valueless 
in this district ? Tes. '
3649. But when improved its carrying capacity is better than that of the plain, country ? Yes.
3650. It stands the droughts better ? It stands them, at all events, as well.
3651. You think that any timbered country that might be available within 20 or 25 miles of the railway 
line would be taken up ? Yes, anything excepting the mallee, and some of that country has been taken 
up at "Wyalong and cultivated.
3652. What do you consider a reasonable distance for a railway from an agricultural settlement ? If a 
man had 250 acres ho could do very well 25 miles away from a line, but if he had a smaller area he would 
require to be closer.
3653. Has auy farming been carried on on the “ halves ’’ system in this district ? Mr, Steel Caldwell is 
going in for it next year. It was too dry this year. I do not know what area they will be cultivating, 
hut I should think it would be from 1,000 to 2,000 acres. I can only speak from taking a glance at the 
country which has been cleared.
3654. Bo you find persons in this district view the system with favour? Tho persons who would adopt it 
would come chiefly from other districts. The people in this district go in more for grazing; they want 
educating up to farming.
3655. The old settlers here have not much knowledge of farming ? No.
3656. The new arrivals are educating them up to the possibilities of mixed farming ? Yes.
3657. Is the climate good here ? Yes. It is a very healthy district.
3658. You send your wool to the Sydney market ? Yes. Sometimes to England, but latterly to Sydney 
and Melbourne.
3659. If n line were constructed across the Bland country you would send your wool to Sydney that way ? 
We should send our wool by Temora, and we should still truck our fat stock at Stockinbingal.
3660. That line is near enough to suit you ? Yes.
3661. Bo you .think that lower down the country would be served by a line across the Bland? Yes; 
because I think they would go in extensively for farming if there wore a railway.
3662. So that, practically, land lying to the north of a line from Grenfell to Wyalong would be better 
served by that railway than would land on the southern side ? Yes.
3663. You think tho land ou that side is more suitable for cultivation? Yes ; when you get off the flat 
level country in the direction of Lake Cowal. On the south-west side of Lake Cowal there is a number 
of selectors. At present they are only going in for grazing, and they arc not doing very well at that. I 
am certain they would cultivate if they had a means of getting their produce away.
3664. What is the description of settlement about Bimbi ? It is very mixed. There are large and. small 
holdings.
3665. 'J’he holdings are not in one compact body, hut are dotted about here and there? There is a
number of settlers to the south of Bimbi, and there are a lot pretty well together on the north side some 
10 or 15 miles out. ■
3660. What are the smaller settlers doing with their laud ? They arc principally grazing, but some of 
them are farming.
3667. Is there any timber along the route of the proposed railway suitable for sleepers? I do not think 
any of it would be particularly good for sleepers. 'There is some ironbark on the Weddin Mountains, and 
there is some also out of Wyalong, but there is not much between those two points. There would be 
none going across the Bland unless they used the box.
3668. Is the Bland Creek fairly permanent ? There are holes here and there which you can sa}' arc 
permanent. I think they call it permanent when the water lasts fifteen years. The creek below where 
the line crosses is not permanent. In any fairly dry summer it dries up to a point near Marsden. Below 
that the creek is fairly permanent, although the waterholes arc some distance apart.
3669. Are there any dams across the creek? None at all.
3070, Would dams be of any service in impounding any body of water? They would be down there, 
and they could be erected at a reasonable cost.
3671. You have tried some small dams here? There is one at tho Chinaman’s garden which throws the
water back about a mile. ■
3672. Dams at various points would impound large bodies of water ? Yes.
3673. Mr. O'Connor^] Eor what distance on each side of the proposed railway would the flood-waters of 
the Bland affect tho country ? I should say about 7 miles.
3674. What would it cost per mile to build a railway through country like that? I think it would be 
very trifling. All that you would require would be culverts at different places along the line to let the 
water through. I do not think flood-waters would present any obstacle to railway construction.
3675. How is the land between G-renfell and here held ? Some of it is leasehold and some freehold. The 
whole of the country on the Bland is purchased, and the Bland plains would bo about 10 miles wide by 
about 16 miles long. 'There are little patches of timber hero and there.

G. A. 
McGregor.

18 Oct,, 1897.

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, Ip OCTOBER, 1807.
. [The Sectional Committee met at the “ Bimbi Hotel," Bimbi, at 11 d.m.]

ISi'fsLnl:—
THOMAS 1IENE.3T HASSALL, Esq. (Chairman).

Tho Hon. Daniel O'Connor. | John Lionel Eehan, Eaq.

Tho Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong,

' Steel Caldwell, pastoralist, Lower Belabla, sworn, and examined:—
S. Caldwell. 367«. Chairman.'] How long have you been in this part of the country ? About forty years.

^ fche area o£ your holding ? Including Crown lands, about 20,000 acres,
19 Oct.,1897. 3G7S, Tou use it principally for grazing P It is principally under sheep, but we have some cattle and 

Se!-neB'wL am c“ry,nS the present time 12,000 sheep, 100 head of cattle, and about 40 horses.
30/9. WTiat is the average carrying capacity ? The average, taking good and bad seasons together, would 
be about one sheep to the acre.
3680. Aou are acquainted with the proposal to construct a line of railway from Condobolin to Euabalong?
X 69.
3681. Ton have formed an opinion as to the ultimate destination of that railway r Yes: I think that it
must go on to Hiliston. ’
3682. Do you think a better route to Hiliston might be adopted ? Tes; but I should say that I am not 
thoroughly acquainted with the Condobolin and Euabalong country,

ou W^1 P0^n* 0l1^ some advantages to be derived from the construction of a line in this direction
to Hiliston ? Tes.
3684. mi! you give the Committee some reasons for the construction of a railway in this direction ? 
this district is now languishing from the want of a railway. We find it next to impossible to make grazing 
alone pay. All the landowners in this neighbourhood are anxious to embark in farming, and wo are 
positive that iully 20,000 acres would be under crop here in the first season after the construction of tho 
railway^ 1 should like to direct the attention of the Committee to the fact that the line would pass
hrough splendid wheat-growing land. Where alienated it is held by men who are anxious to turn their 

holdings mto farms. In the next place there is an absence of all engineering difficulties, aud the low cost 
a which the line could be constructed must also be considered. Eor instance, there is plenty of suitable 
timber available, and there is also an abundant supply of good water which would be easily obtainable 
a ong the line. The country is next to a dead level, and during a wet season the roads are impassable. 
It would cost as much to make thein as to construct a railway. Then again, our position as producers 
and employers ot labour cannot possibly advance in the absence of a railway. There are 74,000 acres of 
Crown land, including timber reserves, directly on the proposed line between Bimbi and Williams’ crossing. 
J here is a large area beyond that whicli would be thrown open. It is intended to crop 5,642 acres in tho 
district during the present season, and, except under adverse conditions, there would he 2,631 bales of 
wool to go away from the district within a radius of 8 miles of the line. There would be also an annual 
out-put of 37,950 fat sheep and 1,700 head of fat cattle.
3685. Have you any of your land under cultivation ? 100 acres.
oolt' S°W l0nS llave, ^ou boei1 croPPiTig it? I have cropped only 40 acres within the last IQ years.
3687. Does your land grow good crops ? It has grown as much ns 13 or 14 bushels to the acre. I often

■ stripped for grain and cut a portion for hay.
3688. Has the land been under continuous crop for 10 years? Hot continuously.
3689. Can you rely upon a crop every year? I think so, if it is put in early,
disappointed m a crop if it has been put in in April. ‘
3690. I ho April rainfall may be relied upon to produce a crop ? Tes.
3691. The seasons in which the crops fail would be exceptional ? Yes.
3692. Are there any settlers m this locality? Yes. The majority of them have the maximum area 
allowed m the Central Division—2,560 acres.
3693. The land about here is exceptionally good for fattening ? It is.
3694. And in your opinion it is also suitable for agriculture? Yes.
qcoo ?° y°U thi“k th,e ^armG1'8 in ihis locality could pursue mixed farming with benefit? Tes 

. omm. l suppose that if there wore a railway here they would also rear fat lambs and sheep for market?

Qcoo_8Ti I0U foUlld ^ adTi8ab3e t0 combine agriculture with pastoral pursuits ? Yes. 
own wUt d!fL™ce from market has preveuted you from cultivating extensively ? Yes.
T+R-' L U thmk V a!iy availabl6 laud w°uld be greedily snapped up if there were a railway here? Tes.
wSi iY’16 Whr° haS ^ g0t knd bere wou]d takc some UP- It is taken up already directly it is 
available 1 know of several persons now who are anxious to obtain land here.

xr x a ,'a!h?y at Grenfell be of any service to this district ? To a portion of it.
3/02. How far is it from Grenfell ? Twenty-two miles.
3/03. And from Young ? Thirty-two miles. 
pJOL Young is your nearest railway station ? Yes.
3/05, "What kind of road is there ? There is a bad road.

I have never been

Y ou may call the road bad up to within 7 miles of Young.
.•^7 Oft TTVl i _______ _ J1_______ _____ . T i >

It is dead-level country from hero to Young. 
From that point the road has been made.

railway can produce he advantageously carted ? I believe something over3706. For what distance to 
20 miles.
they hold P^Yes^0 W°Uld ^ Ser™d bj a raiIway thl'01,Sb tbis ^ct in proportion to the area

^ are\W"l,ld suPPort a ^ttler who followed farming alone ? Hot loss than 640 acres.
t Jr6..! i b-e , bGt;i'een ,here and Grenfell has been taken up and is fairly well stocked ? .Yes.

carried on ft ti •bakea ,SyBt,?jn foll°wed at a!l111 Hus district? It has been attempted, and it would have been
tKllves” svstem Ti f Tf" beei\ta™urable- 1 lutend myself to give out a number of acres on 
tne nalves system. I he land has already been prepared.

3711.
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3711. Bo you think land here could he fanned profitably on the “halves" system if it were necessary to S^ldwoli.
convey the produce by road to Young ? 1 do ihh think so. _ i lOOct., 1S&7.
3712. Is the whole of tho land between hero and Grenfell suitable for agiieulture . It is.
3713. Is any of the Bland country suitablefor agi'iculturef1 The higher portion would be.
3714. The soil upon the lower-lying portion would be too heavy ? Yes ; although 1 understand that a 
great portion of tho country is similar to the Berrigan country.
3715. Bo you know the surveyed country from G-renfell to Wyalong ? As far as Bland Creek.
3716. How Jar from Bimbi would the lino pass ? It would pass through Bimbi.
3717. Is the country between this point and Back Creek liable to inundation ? Not to an extent winch
would jeopardise a railway. The creek overflows its banks iu places. . .
3718. Boes the Back Creek also overflow ? No; it is swampy in parts that is all. There is no serious
overflow. _ _ ,
3719. You have not seen any flood in this district sweeping everything before it? Nothing except water
courses, ivbich sometimes injure our fences. _
3720. With a knowledge of tho district extending over forty years, ycu can give us some information as 
to the floods on tho Bland. Bor instance, how long has traffic beep suspended in consequence of floods on 
the creek ? The traffic would not be suspended except at the creek itself. It may have been suspended 
for three or four days while the water has been subsiding. I have not known it to be suspended a week.
3721. Is the creek bridged? At Mbraugarell, Grogan, and Marsden.
3722. Can the creek be crossed at time of flood ? Yes.
3723. Can you get to the bridges? Yes; unless you are intercepted by watercourses.
3724. Sometimes the water prevents you from getting to the main creek, but m no ease have you known
traffic to be suspended for longer than a week ? No, I have not. t
3725. What does it cost you here to prepare the land for the plough ? Tt would cost from 12s. Gd. to los.
per acre to properly clear land which has been already ringbarked. It would cost £1 an acre to clear 
green country. _
3726. A good deal of the country here is open plains ? Yes.’
3727. The bulk of the timber country is ringbarked ? Yes. ,
3728. Is tho district progressing ? It is at a standstill at the present time, I think, for the want ot
railway communication. We want to embark in farming. i i is
3729. Erotn that point of view a railway would materially assist those who arc already settled on the land.
Yes; and it would have the effect of giving a vast amount ot employment. _ ,
3730. There would be employment for a large number of men iu clearing and fencing, and in doing what 
may bo necessary to render the land fit for the plough? \cs ; and there would also he employment in 
connection with the “ halves ” system.

Joseph Burrett, commission agent, Bimbi, sworn, and examined:—
3731. Mr. O'Conn or How long have you resided here ? Pretty well all my lifetime—forty years. J. Burrett.
3732. You know the whole district well? Yes. _ . ^ , loTTr^Tfitr
3733. You are acquainted with the proposal to construct a railway from Condobolin to Euabalong ? Yes. c ■> '
3734. You desire to give evidence in favour of an all creative route via Grenfell, Wyalong, and Yalgogrin,
to Hiliston? Y’es. _ _ , ■
3735. Have you prepared any statistics ? Wc have collected statistics from all the farmers within a radius
of 8 miles of Bimbi. 1 hand in the return collected. [Vi>le Appendix.'] i _
3736. You know the route of the proposed line between Grenfell aud Wyalong ? Yes.
3737. The statistics you have collected are from farmers resident on the southern side of the proposed 
railway? There arc two routes from Grenfell to Wyalong—one on the south side, whicli is known 
as tho Weddin or Bimbi route, and tiic other on the north side, known as the Piney Hangc route. I he 
Weddin or Bimbi route would serve the greatest number of people. With reference to the statistics 
whicli I have handed in, I might add that they have been collected from the holders themselves, and that 
in each case they say that if a railway were constructed they would cultivate a much larger area,
3738. ’What is your annual rainfall ? I think wc have had an average of 25 inches for the last ten years.
3739. During a wet season what is the condition of tho Bland country close to the creek ? It overflows 
for about 1 mile where the Bimbi route crosses ; but there is no depth or force of water immediately where 
the surveyed line passes over it. The creek overflows in other places to a much greater extent.
3740. To what extent would the flood-waters extend in the other places ? Prom 7 to 8 miles; but only
to a very shallow depth. _
3741. What is the extreme height to which the water rises above the banks of the _ creek ? 1 have never 
known it to be above 15 inches at any distance from the creek. It is bare!}' that in most places. _
3742. You have been over the country repeatedly? Yes. Tho line which has been surveyed by Mr.
Lloyd would avoid the worst of tho flooded country, I was over the ground with Mr. Lloyd, and I showed 
him where the flood-waters came.
3743. How do you get your mails when the country is flooded ? The country has never been so flooded 
as to stop our mails.
3744. How are your mails carried ? By horseback from Grenfell; but generally by coach. They have
been delayed sometimes a little through heavy roads, but never through floods. _
3745. Are you certain that on the route which Mr. Lloyd has adopted, between Grenfell and Wyalong, 
there will not bo 5 or 6 miles of country which would involve very heavy aud expensive construction ?
Ou this side from Grenfell, at Yeo Yeo Creek, no special construction would be required. In a time of very 
heavy flood the creek might overflow for a mile to a depth of about IS inches ; but there is no force of 
water except at the crossing adopted by Mr. Lloyd.
3746. Bo you know the country between Temora and Wyalong ? I have been through it; but not for 
the last eight or nine years. It is fairly good laud. There are some stony ridges at places, and there is 
also some mallee and other scrub,
3747. Is there not some very good agricultural land between Temora and Wyalong? I have only seen 
small areas when travelling through. There may be some good agricultural land far back from the route 
of the railway, but in no comparison to the Bland country.

‘ 2S2 (a)—P • 3743.
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the return StTiLTIliS ^ a,r^1,,1lder crol> bet've<!n a radius of 8 miles of Bimbi, according to 
19 Oct, 1897 cron this year had ths f ed ’’V Most of the areas refer to an acreage which would haro been under

p7i/0 "P ^ 11,6 *rea’ rete™d to ™ * *“■ "'hi'h«*»

oyro ns the area actually under crop at the present moment P No.
^ th/s ?ood grazing country ? Yes, splendid.

61 ol. Do trmt-trees thrive here P a large
Yes, splendid.

orchrf, he^w7.;i™rt;;^‘3(;»4"„n?tnfS'’r0lhe''’ 10 ^ '«

on here !t lhcre w”c a y™'1 '1” > j10"
^iriDk the chined'meat mdustry mi"ght be carried on here ? I think it is more than likely that

frlm'm brother’s nlacrS Per aer1GJ’ [n wheat ? I have seen 27 bushels to the acre obtained
irom my brother s place ; but the average would be about 12* bushels.
bL?^ ^™Ure1of ilerRW^V milcKtcu]ti|ration the “halves” system if there were a railway- 
some of Lis land on the “h^W’ system ^ iUqU,neF5 haVe been madu lvhet,ler ,n-V brother would let

H. Gault.
dIugh Gaalt’ farmer and grazier, and saw-mill proprietor, Bimbi, sworn, and examined

*---- - did not helrX’ltkT d?!h‘e t0 gdye ^ome evidence as to the timber resources of the district? Yes ; T
19 Oct., 1897. Je™ 0^6 wtddTn^teunf • ““tT r h<3re' Tllere arc 52 R1narr; mil® of timber

reserve o the Weddin Mountains. It was laid out, I think, as a State forest.
f Jr do y°u y°ur timber P To Young; or I sell it locally.

protly weU cut o7t ofTt ImJ tlmbci: Up011 tbe ™?erv0 y°u sPeak of ? Tbe wlonial pine has been
3759.^AVould itVe suitaWo ib^Tadway^skepers1?41 Yes^11'011^111'^11^011^ i'k0 dook°^ tbe ^oddbl Mountains.

the other1 side'U hn^+17 n-Tbei' °f 70“n? treea wbicb are easy to split have been cut out on
5 and c feet ****-

anfit i aboutlmiles w.dfatUm^Sro^ ? TeS! ^ ™US ab°Ut 8 ,ni]eS al°ng the raountilin 011 eaeb side>

2s\rould be necessary^ °f t,mbeT W°Uld bC arailab,e for s5ocPers ? 1 but the introduction of vertical

in Yonng^nd thev^^rmt it addlJ11°nal ”}arbet dor 3rour timber? Yes; hardwood is largely used
Nearly1 all' thc hardwr^l Sd there than we can send it to them by road carriage-32 miles.

" °bta5neCl fr°m SydUey' 1 S°Dt S°mc timbw fro“ hero
ded'ellapefth.wHtw^ ^ea; I could sell timber a great
to within 8 miles of Wvilnmv in G ^ f,.rerri1’lt 1,110 at ‘S(;vc‘rr'1 places. 1 sent some timber last summer

• ■ . < to the Back Creek station, cheaper than they could got it in AVyalong.

0. Lloyd.

WEDNESDAY., 20 OCTOBER, 1897.
[The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Grevfell, at 10 mm.]

present:—
THOMAS HENRY HASSALL. Esq. (Chaitotas)

The Hon. Daniel O’Coskor. Joitn Lionel Feoan, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

v-IT'k Li0ya,frrey0r’ Coil8tr,,ctini1 Eranch, Department of Public Works, sworn, and examined 
since July”]SSl' " 1'aVe y°U 0™ulhed your present position in the branch? Sixteen years-

20 °Ct,J 1807' Tl be°n COnsta,ltly «>“P^ ^ the country districts ? I have been only a very few months

timoagoT Ter6 ^ r0UgI) 3Urrey Was made of the Proposed line from Grenfell to Wyalong some

3770 AroVn^r®7 made th<? dislance between the two places 58 miles ? I imagine so.
3771 cJn IT ?i'lg;’,fd uPon a Perm^ent survey ? No ; only upon a trial survey.
SJnfrn 7 i S\Ve^e Comimttee correct distance between the two places? J /would be within a
3772 A™ by the T°Ute t0 tb0.^,11:b the Weddin Mountains, «« Bimbi.

“m- HfV““ d wtS-‘h,,h™ cr“1" '"’ro I’r“M,y

3774 wJ,ifdSifhlldd?ffinm betwee,1Jtbo two creeks? Between 5 and G miles.
3^ ? N0 SeTirnohcuroe^t^^6"8 ^ “ y0U ^ C01,StrUCtiDg

iLl-' ih?,re would be nothing to carry away anv embankments ? No
a!i'nk “““S'*? *7 ‘“W kipcnditure F I do oot thiok .0. I
3777 The countrv^'+o If ' ' ,- : ‘If ey geimially do, tliey would carry' it clear of the flood-waters,

lSrtEC,lllT-ler1? ^ 15* Tarly an -halite level. Tho difference of level 
showing 2 feetteftho mHef am hne’ aml ^ 33 0n]y 72 fect>the di^lcc baing 38 miles,-

3778. Between Wyalong and Grenfell there is a rise of 425 feet ? Yes. 3770.



789

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—RAILWAY PROM CONDOBOLIN TO EUABALONG. 115

3779. The line would bo a surface line all the distance ? Yes.
3780. Is the cost of maintenance likely to be great ? I do not think so. _ 200ct!""l897
3781. Is there plenty of ballast and timber for sleepers ? You can get ballast 8 miles out from IV yalong, ’ *
and then there is none at all until you come to a point between Bimbi and Grenfell close to tbe Weddin 
Mountains.
3782. Crossing the Bland country there will he no ballast available ? No.
3783. It has been reported to tbe Committee that there is very fine timber at the foot of the Weddin
Mountains P Splendid timber; it would be tbe only timber available hero for railway purposes. There 
is no other timber between Wyalong and tbe Weddin, There are 8 or 9 miles of mallee, and tbe rest 
is bos country. .
3784. Is there not a considerable quantity of ironbark near Wyalong? I should not imagine there was 
much there; but I do not know sufficient of the district to give a definite answer to that question. _
3785. Will you give the Committee a general idea of the country traversed by your survey ? It is
generally a loamy soil, and I should imagine that it would he eminently adapted to the growth of wheat 
under favourable conditions of rainfall. It is country which would grow anything. I was bere at a time 
when there had been no rain at all for six months, and of course the country was looking very bad, but' 
since then rain has fallen, and tbe difference is material. It is very much like tho country from Condo- 
bolin towards Medindte. ' _
3788. You know tho line of country between Condobolin and Euabalong ? Yes; I surveyed that line.
3787. You also know the country between Wyalong and Grenfell? Yes. _
3788. Will you compare the character of tbe country on the two routes ? I would certainly say that all
the land from Condobolin to Euabalong is magnificent, and that it would bo very productive under fair 
conditions of rainfall. It is very similar to the land here. It is all auriferous country. I think you 
would call it the Lower Silurian, _
3789. There is a better rainfall in tbe neighbourhood of Gronfcll than in the neighbourhood of Condobolin 
and Euabalong ? I think so.
3790. Is the bulk of the land you have traversed upon this Hue Crown laud, or bow is it held ? I have
followed tbe travelling-stock reserve throughout with one or two cxceptians where curves necessitated my 
going into private land. .
3791. There would therefore be no land to be resumed upon this route ? From the Bland nearly up to 
Grenfell, but from Wyalong to the Bland the line would pass through some alienated land.
3792. Eor what distance ? Twelve and a half miles,
3793. How has the land been alienated ? It is nearly all conditional purchase and conditiofaal lease land, 
but there is going, I understand, to be an interchange of land on tbe Oakburst station, and by deviating 
tho line I have surveyed about a half a mile, I can throw it on to Crown lands. I am referring to tbe 
portion between the Bland and Back creeks. I know nothing of my own knowledge as to the interchange 
of land. I am merely repeating to you what the station-manager told me.
3794. The deviation would not affect the cost of construction in auy way, tho country being similar ?
Quito so; it would make a little difference iu the length of tbe lino, 1 hat, is all.
3795. Is there much settlement upon the road ? Scarcely any; tho land is almost all in big pastoral 
holdings.
3796. Is the country suitable for close settlement ? It would bo but for the rabbits.
3797. And small settlers would be able to cope with them more successfully than the larger holders are 
able to do ? Yes; and you may imagine how much they think of the land when I tell you that tbe 
manager of Back Creek station applied to the Union Bank to enable him to put in 1,000 acres of wheat 
this year. He believed be would be able to deal with the rabbits by wire-netting.
3798. Have you observed much land under cultivation in traversing the route? Not much.
8799. Ho you think tbe landholders here would go in for much cultivation if there were a railway ? Yes 
1 am almost certain they would.
3800. The principal oocupation here now is sheep-farming ? Yes.
3801. You think the land might be more profitably occupied if mixed farming were resorted to ? I have
no doubt of that whatever. •
3802. Tho country on the northern side of the river being close to a railway line, you tlnuk there would 
be no loss to the State if a railway were constructed on this side instead ? 1 do not (hiuk so.
3803. You know that as far as a portion of the route on the northern side is concerned no settlement 
could occur there for over twenty years, the land being in the 'Western Division P Quite so.

Albert George Little, Surveyor, Kailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,
sworn, and examined :—

3804. Mr. O’Oonnor.] How long have you occupied your present position ? Fifteen years.
3805. How long have you been at work in tbis district ? About nine months.
3806. You surveyed the line between Koorawutha and Grenfell ? I did,
3807. You were engaged upon the survey from Grenfell to Wyalong towards the Bland ? Yes ; I am 18
or 20 miles from Grenfell out towards the Bland. '
3808. You have some experience of the seasons here ? When I was engaged upon the survey from K.oora- 
watha to Grenfell I saw the country in a drought.
3809. What is the country like in that direction, within a radius of 10 miles of the proposed line? It is undu
lating country all through fromKoorawatha to Grenfell. There are noserious difficulties as regards construc
tion. The grades 1 have obtained are easy. The ruling grade is 1 in 75. The curves are also on an easy 
limit. There are various creeks to be crossed—the Crowther, Miller’s Creek, the Tyagong, Bungabong, 
Brundah, and the Iron Pot. They are all between Koorawatba and Grenfell. There are minor water
courses upon which a small opening would suffice. There is an'unlimited supply of ballast at Koorawatba 
which could bo carried along the line when in progress. It could be very easily obtained. It is mostly in 
its present state small stone, and it could be easily broken to 21 or 3 in. gauge as required. There are 
other points on the route where there is plenty of ballast. 1 should mention that there is some ironbark 
timber to the north of Brundah ; I have not seen it, but I am told that there is some. From what I can 
hear, there would not be vhry much of it of really good quality, and we do not want timber which is piped

‘ for

A. G. Little.
20 Oct., 1897,
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A' ^or sloepers. On other parts of the line, however, there is plenty of ironbark. Other timber is
20 Oct ^1897 i'iract'ca% usc^ess i'01')'a'l'va}r purposes unless for fencing. There is no Hooded country at all between 

1 Koorawatba and Grenfell; it is all well drained, and there is a splendid class of soil, most suitable, 1 should 
say, for agriculture. A water supply for railway purposes might be got by sinking. J had during the 

■ drought to sink for water. Splendid water is obtainable at a depth of from 10 to 14 feet.
3S10. You knowT the country between Grenfell and Wyalong ? I have explored it to within 2 miles of 
the JSland. The country, after you cross the range, about 2 miles from the town, gradually falls on to tho 
Bland; the ruling grade there is l in 75, but there is not much of it. The country would be 
suited to all classes of agriculture. I have never seen better country, and T bare travelled a great deal. 
There is plenty of ironbark timber at from to 2 miles to tbe south of the lino at the toe of the Weddin. 
There is a large forest reserve there with an unlimited supply of ironbark. 1 have been told that there 
are some very fine trees there; 1 have not seen them, but I make the statement on'very good authority. 
On the west side of the range there are no engineering difficulties practically; there is only one creek to 
cross—the Weddin—and that will require a small timber opening. I have not yet crossed any flooded 
country. Of course, Mr. Lloyd has dealt with that.
3811. Do you touch Mr. Lloyd’s survey ? Yes; I am connected with it at the crossing at the Bland. I 
know of no reason why I should go beyond lus survey.
3812. Will your survey shorten the distance ? I should say that the distance from Grenfell to Wyalong, 
by tho route north of the Weddin—I am speaking approximately—ivould shorten the distance by from 
10 to 12 miles,.as compared with the route via Bimbi.
3813. Have you any knowledge of the condition of the country in that direction iu flood-time ? I could 
not speak definitely about that. As far as I have gone I have crossed no flooded country at all. f am 18 
miles or so from Mr. Lloyd’s survey. He has crossed the flooded country on tho Bland, and has taken 
levels to locate tbe position of the liood-marks.
3814. Is there any land under cultivation whore you arc camped P There is a good deal under cultivation, 
and a good deal is being prepared for it.
3815. What proportion is cultivated ? I do not suppose there would be more than from 1,500 to 2,000 
acres. That, of course, is a rough guess on my part.
3810, If a railway were constructed do you think that persons might bo induced to take up knd for the 
purpose of cultivation ? There is no better land for agriculture in my opinion within tho radius of many 
miles. ''
3817, What country would the northern route to Wyalong principally serve? The country known aa
Whceo. *
3818. And what would he the principal district served by the southern route ? The Bimbi country,

. 3819. What is your grade upon the range you traverse after leaving Grenfell? One in 75.
3820. Are there any cuttings ? There is only one cutting just at the summit of tho range nhich is 
unavoidable.
3821. Could you reduce tbe grade to 1 in 100 ? It could not be done between tbe station site here and 
the range without a great deal of extra expense. You would have to make the line considerably longer 
to give a grade of 1 in 100. As to the country between Koorawatba and Gronfcll it would bo impossible 
to get 1 in 100 there without very expensive works.
3822. What is the distance of the proposed line from Grenfell to Wyalong ? I should say 50 miles by 
the route to the north of the Weddin.
3823. What is exactly tho distance between Koorawatba aud Grenfell ? Twenty-nine and a half miles 
from station site to station site.
3824. Making the distance between Wyalong and Koorawatba about SO miles ? Yes; in giving you the 
distance over the latter part I have to approximate a great deal.
3825. Do you obtain any better grade by the southern route ? Kot that I know of.

Thomas Bembrick, storekeeper, Grenfell, sworn, and examined:—
T. Bembrick. 3826. Mr. Fegani] How long have you been in the district ? About eighteen years. •

3827. You have watched its growth, and can speak as to the gradual increase in tho area under cultivation? 
20 Oct., 1897.1 was here when every ounce of flour had to be imported into the district.

3828. It was purely a grazing country ? Yes. ■
3829. Now it is a large farming district? Yes.
3830. I suppose the population of the district has steadily progressed ? Yes. I find from looking up 
some official returns that there was no material increase in the population between 1881 and 1891 ; tho 
explanation given is that in 1881 we had a large percentage of mining population, which is usually shifting.

v- , 1" 1S91 (ten years afterwards), although no great increase was shown, the actual increase represented a
permanent population ; the increased population represents settlement by farmers and selectors. I find, 
according to the last census, from 1891 to 1895 the increase was very considerable. That is accounted lor 
largely by the discovery at Wyalong. I am taking now the electoral district of Grenfell.
3831. Can you speak as to the town oE Grenfell ? As far as the town is concerned, in 1891 the munici
pality numbered about 750, and there were within the population area 1,100. The estimated population 
of the municipality to-day is 900, and there are within the population area 1,700.
3332. So that there has been a gradual increase? Yes; taking the electoral district as a whole tbe 
population lias increased considerably.
3833. Being a storekeeper, you can speak as to the quantity of goods which come into Grenfell, the cost 
of haulage, and so forth? So far as the business of Grenfell is concerned, I have some information 
which I think is fairly accurate. I have no particulars relating to the squatters and farmers who obtain 
goods, but as far as the storekeepers aud those in business in Grenfell are concerned, 1 find from tho figures 
which 1 have faken from them personally that the aggregate would be about 850 per year. That is the 
gross tonnage inwards. J have no data as to what is sent out in tho shape of milled flour and produce 
of one kind and another.
3834. What is your nearest railway station ? Young is 32 miles away, and Cowra is also about 33 miles 
away. Our ebipf station js Cpwra, and that is sometimes give)} ap 34 miles from here.

What is tho pate of road carriage from Coivra hero If would T&flgp frwn 23s, to J7(i, Gdi poi’ toih 
1 flftvc paid tip hiph ns 338. (inti 40s. and p Jow m #1. ‘ ‘ ‘ ' s' “J ' ' 3630,
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3S:JG. That would be in a fair season ? Tes.
3837. JJocs tbe price increase in time of drought? It fluctuates from 10s. to 15s. per ton.
3838. Tho average would be about 30s. per ton ? Tes.
3830. What do you have to pay on tbe railway ? I get potatoes from Carcoar to Cowra at the rate of 
da. d-d. per ton by rail; for the same distance on to Grenfell I pay an average of 25s. a ton.
3840. Do you think the same proportion would obtain as regards other goods ? Other goods "would cost 
on the railway from 5s. to 10s. more. Potatoes can always be brought at a cheaper rate than case goods.
3841. That means a largely increased cost i.o tbe consumer ? Tes.
3842. Are you well acquainted with the district between .Koorawatba and Grenfell ? Tes.
3843. What kind of road is there? It is a fair road iu good weather.
3844. How many miles is it to Koorawatba? Twenty-four miles.
3845. And you say it is 34 miles to Cowra ? Tes.
3840. "Why do you take the longer road? Because it is a made road; and then there are the creeks to be 
considered ; there are no bridges or crossing-places made for teams to pass over. ■
3847. There is no town of importance at Koorawatba, that would be another reason? Tes.
3848. When carriers can be sure of back-loading they do not charge as much ? Quite so,
3849. If you cart to Koorawatba you have to pay more ? Tes; but of course a considerable amount of 
wheat lias gone to Koorawatba from the farms round about here and adjacent to the platform.
3850. A groat deal of agricultural produce leaves this district ? Tes.
3851. 1 suppose it is chiefly wheat? Tes; and when wo have our mills running here there is a considerable
quantity of flour, bran, and pollard. .
3So2. Why have the mills been stopped, if wheat-production in this district is increasing? The only way 
in which I can account for it is, that one mill got into financial difficulties, and the other was in the hands 
of men who did not seem to progress with tl o lime. We have mills in the adjoining towns with very 
complete plants, and for the time being the trade was drawn to them. One of our mills has now undergone 
a complete overhaul, and I am informed by those who know, that it will now be able to turn out flour 
equal to any plant in the Colony.
3853. Do I understand that both your mills are stopped ? At present.
3854. boeing that this is likely to he a permanent wheat-field, the mills are being put into working order 
again ? Tes ; and I hope at an early date to see others moving in the same direefion.
3855. I suppose there was an idea at one time that whoat was simply putinas a trial crop? When I first 
came to the district it. was debatable whether wheat would be successful here.
3856. It has boon ? Decidedly.
3857. Have you any idea of the area under cultivation? I have heard from reliable sources that last 
year it was 45,000 acres, and the area which has been given to me for this year is 60,000 acres.
3858. Do you buy wheat and sell it? I handled about 7,000 bags last year. I bought the greater portion 
of it as an agent. I bought 5,000 bags, extending over the period from the 25th January to the end 
of February, at 4s. per bushel. I should like to mention that I bought the first parcel on 
the 5th January, and I could not move it until the 2Gth January, although I sought teams in every 
direction. Such enormous quantities were being moved in other directions that it was difficult to get a 
team. The teams had been secured earlier. I bad to wait until after tbe 25th January before I could 
get a team. The team I then got came from near M/urrumburrah.
3859. On account of your not having any facilities to get to market you were unable to lift your wheat? 
Tes. I lost 1-J-d, a bushel through not being able to get the first purchases of wheat away within the 
stipulated time. I should have got 4s. Qd. There were 900 hags in this lot.
3860. Then you sustained a considerable loss ? Tes.
3861. 1/vcn if your flour-mills were fitted with the latest appliances they would be unable to take all your
produce ? Tes. It would take half a dozen mills to handle the grain in this district. '
3862. Under present conditions yon have to look further for a market? Tes.
3863. Where do you get it? In the metropolis or in towns in that direction.
3864. Chiefly in the metropolis, I suppose ? Tes. '
3865. Ton are under a great disadvantage in having to cart, your wheat 34 miles ? Tes. Tou may put 
down 4d. a bushel as an average rate of road carriage for the district. Jn some cases, the rate has been 
as high as 7-od. I have known wheat to be carted at Is. and" at lOd. a bag; but taking the district all 
round, Is. 4d. or Is. 3d. would be a fair amount to allow per bag.
3866. What are your rail charges to Sydney ? Those charges are paid at the other end ; we, as buying
agents, have nothing to do with them. 0
3867. What has been the lowest price you have paid for wheat here ? I cannot remember paying lower 
than 2s. 3d.; but I beliovo that at one time the price was below 2s,
3SRS. Tou do not know whether it pays the farmers here to grow it at that price? No.
3869. Will you give us tbe road carriage on the different classes of goods from bore to Cowra, and from 
Cowra to Sydney ? Wheat, Is. 3d. per bag of 4 bushels; flour, bran, and pollard, 15s. per ton; wool, 
tallow, and skins, 20s. and 25s. per ton. To Sydney, I cannot say without reference to the rate-book.
3870. Seeing that the farmers here are prospering, they would be purchasing the best farming implements ?

3871. Then the road carriage is a matter of great importance to the district? Tes. I represent one or 
two firms here—for instance, Massey Harris, of Toronto, Canada. They do a large business in binders 
and ploughs, and implements of that kind.
3872. Is there a steady demand in the district ? There is. Five years ago, when I took up tho agency, 
you could almost give away the implements. In the next year 1 sold one; and in the present year I 
have eight actual orders—two of them are only subject to approval of the principal. I am speaking now 
of reapers and binders, I bad a letter from the company the other day, in which they say that they look 
upon Grenfell as becoming one of their best agencies in i,he Colony.
3873. Are you selling, auy other machinery? lam selling quite a number of their make of ploughs.
This year I have sold five ; I did not get any off last year or the year before. °
3874. Tou are not the only agent for agricultural implements bere? No, I am only one of a number.
3875. How many agents are there ? T think all the stores in town have an agency. Quite a number 
pf men wont down to tlio extiibitiop. in Sydney nemo months ppe, and bought uii'eet, I h}?o represent

' ‘ dhpea



792

118' PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

20 Oct., 1897.
T. Bembrick, James Martin & Co., of G-awier, South Australia. Tho output of their winnowers aud strippers this 

year will be four times the output of last year. _ _
3876. Will you give the Committee an idea of the benefits accruing from the construction of a railway
from Grenfell to Hiliston via Wyalong? Speaking from an agriculturist’s point of view, it would 
benefit us greatly in giving us cheaper carriage. There would be a- trade in the direction of Hiliston, as 
well as towards Sydney, if the market suited. _
3877. You would then be able to send to the Sydney market under more favourable circumstances ?
Yes. _
3878. And the Wyalong market would be open for a portion of your crop ? That is so. In the first
year Wjralong opened, ten or fifteen teams were going constantly, and the produce would be goiug again 
if we had easy transit. _ ■
3879. You think a railway would bring about closer settlement, which would mean that a greater volume
of business would be done in Grenfell ? Yes. , , . , „
3880. The construction of a railway from Condobolin to Euabalong would not serve this district at all. 
Not at all.
3881. Do you think this district is a sound one ? I believe it is. _ _ _
3882. Yon think that farming has come bere to stay ? Yes; it is certainly beyond the experimental 
stage.
3883. You think mixed farming could be profitably carried on here ? Yes. ^
3884. With a fair rainfall you could hold your own with any portion of New South Wales in wheat
growing ? Yes ; we can compote with any part of the country.

P. A. 
Madden.

Patrick Alfred Madden, farmer and grazier, Piney Range, near Grenfell, sworn, and examined:
3885. Chairman.] What is the distance from Grenfell to your property ? I am 17V miles to the west. 
My land is close to the surveyed route to the north of the Weddin.

' 3886. What is the size of your holding ? 2,520 acres. I am carrying on mixed farming.
20 Oct., 1897. 3887. You are grazing sheep and cultivating ? Yes.

3888. What is the carrying capacitv of the land ? About two sheep to the acre.
3889. You have improved that land' by ringbarking and scrubbing ? Yes ; I cau carry 3,000 sheep upon
it year in and year out. . . n
3890. What area have you under cultivation ? 140 acres this year ; I cultivate wheat principally.
3891. Are you able to get your wheat to market ? 1 could not get it carted this year. I could have sold
it at Forbes at 4s. a bushel, but on account of tho season becoming so bad I could not get it carted. The
wheat was left on my hands, and I have not sold it yet.
3892. Do you grow any feed for your sheep ? .After the crops are off wc put them on the stubbie.
3893. How long have you been farming? Twelve years. _ .
8894. Cropping tbe same piece of land year by year? Until this year 1 cropped the same piece of land.
3895. Do you grow wheat all tbe time ? Some years for hay and some years for grain.
3896. What has been your average yield? About 12 bushels. It was not a very suitable piece of laud

■ for wheat-growing. Being a stranger iu tbe district, I took the land to be similar to that at Albury, where
tbe low flat laud is always the most productive; but here I found afterwards that tho rising ground was 
tbe best. _ ,
3897. You bad some farming experience in the Albury district? Yes. . .
3898. Have you found the timbered land here, when cleared, good laud? It is the best, I think. J. am
only getting an average of 12 bushels to the acre off my piece of laud*
3899. It has been cultivated continuously, and it therefore offers good proof of the fertility ot the sou. 
Yes.
3900. Does it show any signs of exhaustion ? No. . .
3901. As a practical farmer, do you not think it would bo advisable to give the land a rest occasionally.
I intend to do so as soon as we can get coougli laud cleared to make up a certain output.
3902. Is all the timber on your land ringbarked ? Yes.
3903. What did it cost you to get it ready for tbe plough P It cost me 15s. an acre. I have a contract 

. let now for 100 acres.
3904. What land have you under crop this year? 140 acres.
3905. And you are clearing another 100 acres? Yes; it will be done before next summer. I am
anticipating the construction of a railway to Grenfell. , . .
3906. If you were certain of a railway to Grenfell what area would you cultivate ? I intend to put in
1,000 acres in 1900 if a railway comes here. ...
3907. Are there many farmers in your locality who are similarly situated? Yes.
3908. What would be the average size of their holdings ? ___ They would be about the same size as my own.
3909. Do they, like yourself, carry on mixed farming ? Yes.
3910. They are also anticipating the construction of a railway in tho district? Yes. I am not the only 
one who is getting his land cleared,
3911. The area under cultivation is increasing in ali directions ? Yes, from year to year. _
3912. How would a railway to Grenfell benefit you ? I should have so much shorter road-carriage. It 
is over 51 miles from my place to Cowra, and a little further to Toung. 1 send down a considerable 
quantity of fat stock every year to Sydney, and I have to drove them to Cowra, which tabes eight days, 
■If the railway were at Grenfell there would be only one day’s droving, and the sheep would not go off in

’ condition as they do. Besides, it is no use sending less than 300 sheep to truck at Cowra or Young ; you 
have to send a man iu charge of the stock. I very often have 200 fat sheep, and eight or ten head 1 
cattle, but it would not pay me to drove them the distance I have named.

of

3913. ’if there were a railway here, a number, similarly situated to yourself, would assist in makin 
load ? Yes ; I have spoken of it to several persons. _
3914. Is your country good fattening country ? Magnificent.

up a

3915.

•Note (on revision) :—The 12 bushels per acre refers only to a piece of laiul under cultivation for twelve years; 
larger portions during the last three years have averaged over 20 bushels per acre.
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391,}. Do you think that if there were a railway here there would be a big trade in lambs for the Sydney P- A. 
b^fatte *eS ^ ^10 PreEGn^’ ^me ^ have some as good as any in Australia ; I do not think they could Madden.

qoir? railway, then, would assist and encourage sin n 11 holders of land? Yes.
3917. It would enable them to malic more profit and to live more comfortably ? 
qoio wi at’ a raiJ'v''iJr woul('1 do for ] suppose it would do for others.
3J1S. tt hat do you think of this district as compared with the Albury district ? .......... . .......
uqiq 'Cqrrywg eaPahilities aild for fattening, and it is quite equal to if not better than it for cultivation.
[ ■ locality to which you have referred, how much of it do you know? From 30 to
do miles out from the town, running westerly,

^.he country is all of a similar character ? Yes, it is part of the Bland, 
oooo Te 0n t ie edSe of that country, and on the other side of the Weddin P Yes.
aooo' tl ™e countr7 reund about you is as good as yours P Every bit as good as mine.

6. it amounts to this, that there is, in the district, a large area of grazing and fattening country of 
QQf> T}S Q11. ty, also a large area suitable for agriculture P Yes. ”
,, df‘ J”?’1 anything about the timber along the route ? Yes, I can speak with authority as to

a . ihe ironbark referred to by the surveyors this morning is some of the finest ironbark you could 
u . 1 am referring now to the ironbark on the forest reserve about If mile south of tho route 

surveyed to the north of the Weddin,
does 'ronhark country extend ? It is about 5 miles square. There is good pine 

there, but the Raw-mill has cut out a good deal of it. .
'*a'r£c ^ ^es ; J have some very fine pine on my land.

3927. Would it be marketable ? Yes.
3928. Do you think that you and your fellow settlers would find a market for your produce in a westerly
direction . We might do so at Wyalong. It was from this part, two or three years ago, that the principal 
supplies were sent there. J & ’ it
qqqa T°j think thT is ever-r chanco of Wyalong being a permanent field ? Yes.
3930. And you would be able to send the population fat sheep and cattle ? Yes. I am sure wc could 
get a market there for stock.
3931. Do you think you would be able to send them further west than Wyalong ? Kb; and I would not

” yalonfi a fat Stock market, because the country there is pretty well pastoral.
3J3A Kou have confined your attention entirely to grazing and agriculture ? Yes: I have grown a little 
lucerne and potatoes only for my own use. o > &
3933. How did potatoes do P Fairly well. I know a number of men closer to the mountains who have 
grown splendid potatoes.
onof‘ 5° r°?i; crol’s Sro.w wel1 here ? Yes> and vegetables also.
oqqo °^S tke ^T0W ? ®pl°ndidly; we shall have a splendid fruit crop this year,
uoav aY aL §raPGS • Drapes grow splendidly ; but you cannot get very much for them.
-it ;,JwhnLtd,s‘;ancc''fr0I1l a railway line do you think an agriculturist can carry on his occupation?
He should not bo over 20 miles distant.
3938. You think the railway would materially increase the production of the district, and encourage many 
dairying g° ^ fruit'SrowinS aml dairying? Yes; this would be a splendid part of the country for

3939. Do you think there would he an opening for a butter factory here similar to that On the South 
I™*-' iGS; d JbL:hcv1e tbe,re would he, about 30 miles oat from here, on the Bland country.
■>94u. llie district is admirably situated for dairying operations? Yes.

20 Oct., IS97-
I know it would in my

Tf. i*a -fm* nho<i/1 nf if. in

Kobert Matteson \ aughn, civil engineer, G-renfell, sworn, and examined:—
3941. Mr. O Qomior '] You represented the district in tho Legislative Assembly for many years, and are 
an ex-Mimster of the Crown ? Yes.
onfo' ?r011 fePresenfod the district in Parliament for fourteen years ? Yes. .
3943. You know the country here very well ? Very well indeed.
3944. Do you know the proponed line between Condobolin and Euabalong? I have not been below 
Oondobolin on that route.
3945. I suppose you know all the country between Koorawatba and Wyalong? Yes, well. I have 
resided in G-renfell thirty years this month. When I first came here there was no cultivation of any 
consequence in tins district. About ten years ago they commenced to cultivate, and wheat-growing has 
progressed during those ten years very rapidly—more particularly between here and Koorawatba, and in 
1 ie immediate vicinity of Grenfell. The whole district, in my opinion, is eminently suited to the growth 
ot wheat, in one year we had a record yield per acre for the whole Colony—tliat is, 20 bushels to the 
acre average; the only other district which came near os was Corowa, which was slightly under our
verage. le c imate here is adapted to wheat-growing. Cereals do not require a very extensive rainfall. 

Ihe average rainfall in the district is 281- inches.
3946 Over how many years is that average taken ? We have been taking the rainfall here for about 

G*V^ j believe the ram-gauge is at tbe post-office. The greater part o£ tbe country here
might be described as open box forest, and it is suitable for agriculture right up to the foot of the small 
™a£eSWi • 13 no]arSc area of Poor in the district that I know of.
3947. What is your opinion of the country between Koorawatba and Grenfell? The land from Koora- 
watha and Grenfell up as far as tho Weddin Mountains is eminently suited for dairying, wheat-growing, 
an nil -groving, to say nothing of the raising of stock. The country is principally open box forest. 
There is some ironbark, but very little. To the west of the Weddin there are the Bland Plains, which 
in my opinion would grow excellent wheat. My reason for thinking so is that I have seen wheat grown 
m similar soil near to Foroes, and with the rainfall wo have here, I feel quite certain that the Bland 
riams can be cultivated to advantage. The time will come when the land there will be in small holdings, 
and will support a large population. As you get on to Wyalong you meet a totally different country j^it 
is pastoral; there is wlupstick and other mallee country. Although the soil is good it is rather 
expensive country to clear; when cleared it is quite as good as any other country for agriculture, when

there

B. M. 
Vaughn.

20 Oct., 1897.
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H-1'- there is a raiufall, I do not know what the rainfall is at AVvalon?. but I should imagine that it would be
Yftughn. at least 20 inches. There is similar country right on to the Humbug Creek, and beyond that point I do

^. not know how tho proposed lino would run. Generally speaking, from the Humbug Creek westward the 
20 Oct,, 1897, rainfall diminishes.

394i8, What is your opinion of TJngarie as an agricultural district? Tt has very fine soil, but I do not 
know7 about the rainfall. On the right-hand side going from here to Hiliston, in the neighbourhood of 
Bena, there is excellent country. _ _ _
3949. .Do you know the proposed route from Wyalong to Hiliston ? Tes, I have some idea of it. I think 
it will be found that the country in that direction will grow wheat to advantage. It is almost exclusively 
used for pastoral purposes now, although I am given to understand that there is some under cultivation.
3950. What is your opinion of this district as a fruit-growing district? 1 have a very high opinion of 
its capabilities in that direction, from the little I have had to do ivith it myself.
3951. Do grapes grow wTell here ? All kinds of fruit grow well. There is an orchard down the creek 
which is in a very flourishing state—cherries, plums, peaches, apricots, grapes, and apples arc grown there. 
Even apples and cold country fruit will grow here in abundance, and of good quality. The climate seems 
to suit the grape admirably.
3952. Would the district do for wine-making? There are one or twm vignerons here, but they are far 
away from railway communication and the carriage eats up the profit. They have not grown so largely as 
they would have done if they had had cheap transit.
3953. Do you know the Bland country well ? Yes.
3954. Do you know it under varying conditions of drought and flood? I was there in one of the wettest
seasons in thirty years. Certainly the country was covered with water, but 1 found no difficulty in driving 
through it. _
3955. Would that country present any insuperable obstacles to railway construction ? Not at all. For
about 4 or 5 inches the surface is soft, but tho bottom is good and sound. The surface rolls up upon tho 
wheels of buggies and waggons, but underneath the ground is sound enough. _
3956. You do not think the flood-waters there would bo likely to endanger a railway ? Bot if proper
openings were made to let the water through. _
3957. Would railway construction there be very expensive? No ; I think it would be exceptionally easy. 
I presume they would leave openings for the flood-waters to pass through.
3958. Do you not think railway construction there would cost, say, an extra £5,000 per mile ? No,
certainly not. Speaking as a practical man, knowing the kind of work, I am perfectly certain that it would 
cost less than that. _
3959. What do you think of this district as a mining district ? I have been here from tho first of it, and
I. have a very higli opinion of its capabilities if the ground wore properly developed. 1 was here when the 
first ton of quartz was crushed in 1867. _
3960. Is mining carried on to any extent ? The large reefs are all taken up by different companies, and 
they are being worked in a spasmodic manner; they are not being thoroughly explored as they should be. 
The reefs here were very rich, and very wide—f mean down to 300 to 400 feet. The gold in all 
the reefs varies. At the depth I have mentioned the gold did not run out, but the stone became poorer. 
Then a rush took place to Gutgong, and instead of developing the reefs to a greater depth, nearly all the

■ mining population ivent away. Many of them never came back again. That is the reason why the reefs
have not been developed to a greater depth. ■
3961. Are yefu yourself a practical miner? Yes, 1 believe as good stone as was ever crushed will be found
in these reefs at a deeper level. I have always field that opinion. "
3962. How many mines are working here now ? About a dozen I suppose. _
3963. Arc they troubled with water? No ; in some of 1 he deepest of the mines there is a little water, but 
it is not a source of trouble. Tkerc is no difficulty in bailing it with a bucket.
3964. Do you know Bimbi ? Yes.

. 3965. Wbat kind of district is it ? It is a fairly good district, particularly at the back of the Tyagong
Creek. .
3966, The district has made much progress since you first came here, but its progress lately has not been 
so satisfactory as you have anticipated ? We have suffered from tho drought in the same way as have 
other districts.
3967. Would railway construction accelerate the progress of the district ? Undoubtedly; because it 
would afford selectors and farmers a chance to got their produce to market. If there were a railway 
constructed from here to Hiliston they would be able to send a good deal of their wheat and flour into the 
western country where they are not so well able to grow wheat.

Balph Halls, storekeeper, Grenfell, sworn, and examined :—
It. Halls. 3968. Mr. Regan.} How long have you been resident in the district? About fifty years.
^3969. You have seen the district grow into a town ? Yes.

20 Oct., 1897. 3970. I suppose it was merely a gold-digging when you came here ? Yes.
3971. You are well acquainted with the requirement of the town and district in the matter of carriage ?
Yes. .... ‘ .
3972. What is the carriage in your own case? About 300 tons a year approximately—some years more,
some years less. 800 tons of goods are brought to the town a year, to say nothing of the goods taken to 
people outside—pastoralists and others who get their goods direct from Sydney. '
3973. You use the Cowra railway station ? Yes. *
3974. Why do you not take advantage of tho railway station at Koorawatba ? It is not much nearer, and
there is a better road to Cowra. There is a difference in the trainage. ‘
3975. I suppose also that Cowra being a fairly' large town the teams can get back-loading more frequently 
than at Koorawatba ? Quite so.
3976. Have the people of Grenfell ever requested that better road accommodation should be given them
to Koorawatba? I do not think so. _ _
3977. Do you buy wheat from tho farmers ? Yes ; last year I bought nearly 2,000 bags for gristing
and seed supply. We generally buy about that quantity every year, I have never sent any of ir away 
from tho district until lids year. 3978.
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3978. Do you think there is a good opening for an enterprising man to open a mill here ? Tes ; there is B. Halls, 
no better opening anywhere in the country.
3979. The area_ under cultivation is increasing every year ? Yea ; there will be more this year, and I have 23 189^‘
no doubt that if the producers had a railway the area would shortly be doubled. I know a number of 
landowners who are prepared to cultivate larger areas next year. If a farmer at a long distance from the
railway puts 1500 or 600 acres under wheat, it takes him a good part of the year to get the grain taken 
aivay; 1 am assuming that he has to draw it 30 or 40 miles.
3980. What would you, as a business man, consider a fair distance for a railway from agricultural 
settlement ? I should say from 15 to 20 miles.
3981. The construction of a railway would induce many other persons to come to the district to settle 'i 
I am sure of it. I kuow of some land-owners who are preparing land for the plough for next year. They 
have_little or no cultivation now, and they are 30 or 40 miles from a railway line. If they had a railway 
within a reasonable distance they would cultivate a great deal more than they are cultivating now. There 
is a great deal of trouble in getting the wheat taken away,
3982. Did you find any trouble in getting your 2,000 hags taken away last year? "We have part of it 
this year. "We buy the wheat and grind it, and sell it as dour.
3983. The greater part of the land in the district is freehold ? A great portion is.
3984. Therefore, it would not be thrown open to settlers ? Quite so. If the settlers have 2,560 acres 
they can combine pasture with agriculture. A number who are cultivating from 300 to 600 acres have
as much as they can do to get their stuff away, they have to draw it so far. •
3985. Cultivation would involve the employment of a larger number of men than are employed in grasing 
pursuits? Yes; and anyone who clears 15s. an acre from wheat is better paid than he would be by 
running stock.
3986. The settler must obtain a reasonable price for his w'heat to do that ? Farmers can profitably grow 
wheat here in ordinary seasons for 2s. Gd. a bushel. I know the circumstances of a good many farmers.
They have to pay from 3d. to 4d, a bushel for the cartage of their wheat from the farm to the railway.
3987. Your evidence amounts to this :—that the bulk of the land being freehold, although a railway might 
bring a larger area under cultivation, it would not mean closer settlement ? The whole of this district is 
agricultural. The climate, soil, and rainfall are all suited to the growth of wheat. The district has given 
the best averages in the Colony, taking fair seasons. The mining industry has gone down; still some gold 
is yet being obtained bere.
3988. Has your business increased since 1891, or since wheat-growing was taken up so extensively in the 
district ? Our business has not increased. The railway at 'femora, Eorbes, and Cowra takes away a 
certain portion of it. In mining matters nothing is being done through the want of capital. At the samo 
time I feel certain that some of the mines will be as good as ever they were. Several large mines here 
are sure to be worked at some future time; but they require capital. They cannot be worked without 
machinery.

20 Oct,, 1807.

John Quayle Wood, pastoralist, Brundah, sworn, and examined:—
3989. Gkairman.-\ You are distant how far from Grenfell ? Twelve miles from Grenfell in an easterly J, Q„ Wood,
direction. "
3990. Your station lies between here and Koorawatba ? Yes.
3991. What is the extent of your holding ? 16,000 acres.
3992. "You are running sheep ? Yes ; and I am also cultivating.
3993. You have heard of the proposed railway from Condobolin to Euabalong, and you are here to give
evidence in favour of an alternative route ? Yes. ”
3994. How long have you resided in this district? I was born in it, and I have lived in it ever since.
3995. You have practically seen the district grow up? Yes, from a wild bush. It was scarcely settled 
in my early days.
3996. 1 suppose settlement in those days was confined to pastoral occupation ? Yes.
3997. You have devoted some attention to farming pursuits ? Yes, of late years.
3998. Your areas have been restricted by the resumption of certain portions of the runs, and you now 
find it necessary to engage in agriculture in order to work your holdings profitably? Yes.
3999. What area have you under cultivation on Brundah ? I have under actual crop 6,501 acres, and I 
have 2,500 acres prepared for cropping next season.
4000. You will then have 9,000 acres under crop ? Yes.
4001. What has been your experience as to the success of agriculture on a large scale ? Up to the 
present time we have had to contend with the worst drought ever experienced in the district; but not
withstanding droughty conditions, the crop last year paid better than the land would have paid under 
a pastoral occupation.
4002. Is it your intention to still further increase your area under crop? Yes ; up to 14,000 acres.
4003, Out of your 16,000 acres you intend to have 14,000 under crop ? Yes ; I do not think I could 
say more than that. It would be necessary to save 2,000 acres for our working stock. I think I could 
be sure of keeping 14,000 acres under constant cultivation if we had the railway here.
4001. What is your difficulty at the present time ? The want of railway facilities.
4005. How far are yon from a railway ? From our place, taking the homestead as the central point, it 
would be about 15 miles to Koorawatba ; but there is difficultv in moving the produce. Last year the 
road carriage from the drought was very expensive. The cost of carrying the wheat over the 15 miles to 
Koorawatba was greater than the railway charges from Koorawatba to Sydney.
4006. Do you convey your produce by team ? Yes ; we had great difficulty last year in getting sufficient 
teams to take it awav.
4007. What is your annual return per acre from wheat ? The best return we have had from a crop has 
been 32s. Gd. per acre. The average last year would be about 9 bushels ; it was a bad year.
4008. What has been the yield in a good year? The best yield we have had has been 42 bushels,
4009. Taking the whole of tbe crops since you started cultivation, what has the average been? About
1G bushels would be a fair average, balancing tbe bad tears with the good. °
4010. At what price could you afford to sell wheat profitably ? It depends on where the railway is. I 
have calculated that with the railway close at hand we could make it pay at Is 6d

2S2 (*)—Q 1 J '

\

4011.
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J. Q. Wood. 4011, The market would have to be very low -when you could not realise Is. Gd. a bushel? Tes ; we do
2(fo~ir'"is?7 I10^ exPec^ see ^or nlany years-

c 11 ■ 1 4012. Any price from 2s. upwards would be a good price ? Anything above 2s. we should consider good.
4013. If there were a railway here many settlers would be induced to increase their areas under
cultivation ? Tes.
4014. Is your annual rainfall sufficient to enable you to rely upon the crop? Tes. I only know of two 
failures, and they would be in an esperienee extending over thirty-six years. The average rainfall, 
extending over a long series of years, has been 29 inches.
4015. That would be more than would be required for the successful production of grain ? Tes. Our 
crops at the present time are the most promising I have ever seen, and we have not had 15 inches of rain, 
but it has come at the right time.
401G. The land you have put under crop was ringbarked for a number of years ? Tes.
4017. W7hat was the original cost of the ringbarking ? The ringbarking, clearing, and suckering would 
average about 5s, per acre.
4018. After being ringbarked the land is allowed to lie idle for some few years? In our case we waited 
about fifteen years. The cost of clearing would not be more than 10s. an acre.
4019. The full cost would he 15s. an acre, spread over a good many years ? Tes.
4020. The best course for a farmer of limited means, who could not well afford to clear the country right 
out, to adopt would be to clear tbe lightest timbered portions of the land and to ringbark and sucker the 
other portion as you have done, allowing nature to assist him ? Tes.
4021. After a few years had elapsed he would be able to gradually increase bis cultivated area every 
year ? Tes, without being too heavily handicapped by expenses.
4022. Upon your holding of 10,000 acres, what is your expenditure in wages under cultivation as com-. 
pared with pastoral pursuits ? I formerly had two permanent hands at £1 per week, apart from the house 
servants ; they were the only employees I had. Tou might put down £150 a year under the heading of 
wages. Tor the past three years my average payment in wages has been over £1.500 a year.
4023. In place of the two hands you formerly employed you are now employing how many? The. 
average for three years would be seventy-two. That does not touch the share-farming.
4024. By putting land under cultivation and providing employment for people who would not otherwise . 
obtain it, you put a certain amount of additional money into circulation in the district ? Quite so.
4025. In addition to the area already farmed by yourself you are dealing with an area under the share
system? Tes. '
4020. Does the share system apply to the 7,000 acres you have already under cultivation, or to the 2,000 
acres you are preparing for the plough ? That applies to the whole of it. We find the system a most 
satisfactory way of working the land.
4027. What number of share farmers are there upon your land, and what number of meu do they employ ?
The number on the land actually under crop is twenty, and they employ fifty-three hands, apart from their 
own labour. "
4028. So that, in addition to your own seventy-two men, there are seventy-three employed in connection 
with the share system? Tes ; that was last year, with a poor crop. With a better crop this year there

. will he a large addition to that number of men. There is a great deal of difference between dealing with 
.a 20-bushel crop and an 8 or 9-bushel crop ; this year it is all guess-work. We cannot tell now what 
'number of labourers will be required.
4029. 'With regard to the share system, do you yourself prepare the land for cultivation ? Tes ; we clear 
it thoroughly and find the seed-wheat,
4030. Tou have the land ready for the plough? Tes.
4031. The division of profit is a matter between yourself and the farmers ? Tes.
4032. Are the men working upon the 11 halves ” system doing fairly well P Very well; they are all extending 
their areas under cultivation every year. Some of our men who two years ago had 200 acres under crop 
have arranged for 1,000 acres this year.
4033. Do the share farmers continuously take the one crop off the ground ? Up to date we have done
so, but we shall alter that later on. The land was heavily stocked with sheep for many years, and for 
another three years it will be quite strong enough for wheat; the first year it is too strong. In about 
six or seven years from the time the land was first put under wheat we propose to put it under lucerne for 
two years, and then put it hack into wheat again; we shall practically be farming on the principle of 
rotation of crops. The margin of 2,000 acres which I mentioned before will admit of our doing that 
without reducing tbe area of 14,000 acres under actual cultivation. _
4034. Can you give the Committee any idea of the total area of land under cultivation in this district ? 
I can. I should like first of all to compare the area with the area in 1S95. In that year there were 27,248 
acres under crop in the whole police district of Grenfell. Last year the area under crop in the small 
portion which would he served by a railway from Koorawatba to Grenfell was 46,573 acres.
4035. So that there has been a large increase in two years ? Tes, .
4036. That would seem to prove that both soil and climate are eminently suited for the growth of wheat ?
Tes. My opinion is that if a railway were constructed through this district it would be one of the 
biggest wheat-growing centres in the Colony, if not in Australia. ,
4037. Tou know the land pretty well heUveen here and "Wyalong ? Tes. _ .
4038. Is it of similar quality to that you have described upon Brundah ? Tes ; it is much the same right 
through.
4039. Do you think the Bland country would he as suitable for agriculture as would the country on each 
side of it ? Tes ; T know the general opinion is that that would not be the case ; but the best crop I ever 
saw in my life was at Oakburst, on the Bland Plains, thirteen years ago. I saw the crop growing and I 
saw it cut. It yielded 4 tons to the acre on a black soil. Of course, it is difficult soil to work. The work 
is not done easily; you want proper appliances for it.
4040. The land must he thoroughly tilled before you can deal with it properly ? Yes; hut the potentialities, 
are in the soil, and it would not be so quickly exhausted as would the soil in the timbered country.
4041. Can yon give us an idea of the number of sheep and cattle depastured in the district? In
1895 there were 730,000 sheep, 11,000 cattle, and 3,927 horses. The production of butter in 1895 was 
17,156 lb. I point that out to show you the extent to which the dairying industry would he likely to be 
developed if there were a railway here. ' 4042,
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4042. Where was the butter principally manufactured ? In tbe immediate neighbourhood of G-renfell. J* Q- Wwid-
13,000 lb. of it was produced principally on the Brundah Creeh, within a few miles of the town.
4043. Was that butter despatched to the Sydney market? I think tbe bulk of it would be consumed •» '■
locally. Dairying would be one of the most important industries of the district. There was a factory
near Koorawatba, aud they did a splendid business over there.
4044. As to fat stock cattle, can you give us an idea of tbe approximate number of sheep and cattle which 
would be available for transit every year ? I should like first of all to refer to tho probable development 
in agriculture which would accompany railway construction. Those who have 46,000 acres already 
under cultivation have promised to increase that area by an additional 61,702 acres in the event of a 
railway being constructed, making a total of 103,275 acres; in fat stock there would be 84,200 sheep and 
2,156 cattle available.
4045. That would he the number trucked to the Sydney market annually if there were a railway at
Grenfell ? Yes. ,
4016. Do your returns embrace the land district of Grenfell? The returns apply to that particular part 
which would be served by a railway from Koorawatba to Grenfell. Tliey do not cover the whole of the 
Grenfell district. The whole of the returns are not in from the district which would be served by the 
railway. I might give more, but have kept upon the safe side. 1
4047. The returns you have given practically deal with a railway from Koorawatba to Grenfell? Yes ; 
about 15 miles to the west of Grenfell.
4048. They do not takc account of tbe traffic which would be induced by the extension to Wyalong? Ho.
4049. Do you think that the fact of small farmers being able to get away small numbers of fat stock 
would bring about a large quantity of fat-stock traffic which does not now exist ? Yes ; I am perfectly 
sure of that. I know' of one case this year where a small farmer had fat stock which he could not get 
away, and a number of them died upon his hands.
4050. Do you know what land will be available for settlement? Taking the route from Koorawatba to 
Wyalong, upon which Mr. Little is engaged, to the north of tho Wedden, there are 400,680 acres of 
reserve and 468,890 acres of Crown land.
4051. Within what distance of the proposed railway? Within a radius of 20 miles. Upon the southern 
route, which Mr. Lloyd is surveying, there would be 386,980 acres of reserve and 450,170 acres of Crown 
land.
4052. That would not embrace auy portion of the land affeered by the route which Mr. Little has 
surveyed ? I do not think so.
4053. If the figures apply to a distance 20 miles on each side of either route they would overlap at some 
point? Yes.

. 4054. Do you think a railway westward would open up an additional market to the producers of this 
district? Yes ; I think tliat it would be almost equal to the connection with Sydney.
4055. Where would you look for a market out west? In the Darling country and the district rouud 
about Hiliston. Wyalong has bad large supplies from tbis district. Brom the west;, iu dry' time, there 
has been a demand which could not be supplied in this way. Another great use for a railway in that 
direction would be to convey stock to this district in a time of drought. We have nearly always had 
grass here at such times.
4056. The railway would enable pastoralists in that direction to get their stock to the mountains ? Yes ; 
and at Koorawatba they would have the choice of the Western or Southern lines.
4057. Do you think that if a railway wore constructed in this direction the large landowners would be 
induced to sell some portions of their holdings? I am sure they would. Only last week I was consulted 
by a big financial institution as to the possibility of a railway coming through the district, with a view to 
the sale of property which they had had to take over under mortgage. I know of other cases where there 
is a likelihood of that being done.
4058. Do you think the land would be sold on terms which would compare favourably with the terms 
offered by the Crown ? As a matter of expediency the owners would have to bear in mind the terms the 
Crown was offering.
4059. They would be guided in their operations by tho terms offered by the Crown? Yes; and 1 am sure 
many of them would be willing to sell.
4060. You think the payments for the land might be extended over a term of years ? Yes ; the occupiers 
would make money off the land with which to pay for it, although they might not have any money at the 
time of starting.
4061. Is there anything you desire to add to your evidence? Yes ; a considerable quantity of potatoes 
has been grown in the district, and it is also suitable for fruit-growing, and for the wine industry.
4062. Is the district progressing or is it at a standstill? It has progressed wonderfully since the present
agricultural development started, -
4063. Until that development started the district was comparatively at a standstill ? Yes; no one was 
doing well, and everything seemed going backwards.
4064. Since you have discovered the profit attaching to cultivation, every one has taken heart, and the 
district is going ahead again ? Yes ; from the top of any of the hills here you can see fires all round at 
night, showing that people are clearing the land m readiness for the plough.

"William Jones, selector, Warradery, near Grenfell, sworn, and examined:— '
4065 Mr. 0'Oonrwr.~] IIow far are you from Grenfell ? About 12 miles. W. Jones.
4066. How long have you been in the district? Twenty-three years next April, chiefly farming and ^
cultivating. ' 20 Oct., 1897
4067. What area have you ? Something like 2,000 acres. 1
4068. What area have you under crop ? 500 acres—about 50 acres more than I had last year.
4069. Are you prepared to still further increase that area? If I receive encouragement I will do so. I 
could not increase it at present; there is no market for the produce.
4070. How would a railway between Koorawatba aud Grenfell affect you? I should increase my farming.
4071. To what extent ? I should put in three times the quantity of wheat. I should go up to 1,000 or
1,500 acres if it paid; but wheat-growing does not pay at present—there is no market here.

4072.
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W. Jones. 4072. "What yield hare you ? The lowest was last year, which I think was about 11^ bushels, TTy 
highest yield has been 42 bushels. 1 have a piece of land which I put under corn this season, and which 

-0 Oct., 1897. j ghgji pUt un(}er wheat next season. It might produce 30 to 35 bushels if the season were good. 1 
think I am very lucky if I get an average of 16 bushels ; that is a paying crop.
4073. For what purposes do you use tho other portion of your land ? I have it for sheep, horses, and 
cattle.
4074. "What is the carrying capacity of your land in a fair season P I carried three sheep to the acre in the 
last season ; in fact, I have done so for the last five years. My land is well improved ; it is all cleared, I 
think you might say that it would carry ou tho average two sheep to tho acre.
4075. Is it good grazing country ? Fes ; and very good wheat-growing counlry.
4076. How many crops of wheat have you taken off the cultivated land P About nineteen off some of it. 
I took off nineteen crops in twenty-two years ; the land bad a two years’ rest.
4077. Jletween the first and the nineteenth years? Tes ; I expect this year it will go about 12 bushels 
to the acre. Of course, the soil is thoroughly ploughed.
4078. Are there many settlers where you are living? I and my brother have the biggest holdings ; but 
there are several others there. My brother had 420 acres under crop, and a man named McG-annon has, 
I think, as many acres as 1 have under crop.
4079. Have you had any conversation as to what you might do in the event of a railway being constructed 
in the district ? I should cultivate very much more largely if there were a railway, and 1 know my 
brother would double the amount of wheat he has now in.
4080. I suppose your neighbours would act similarly ? Tes.
4081. Is there anything you desire to add? Concerning a railway, I should like to mention that on 
some machinery from Sydney to Cowra I paid by rail 4s. 5d. per cwt., and from Cowra to G-renfell 5s. 
per cwt. If the farmer is to be handicapped in that way we shall have to go.

William Eichardson, grazier, "Bogolong, sworn, and examined:—
W. 4082. Chairman^] Tou are a grazier, residing at Bogolong? Tes; 5 miles west of Grenfell.

Kichardson. 4033 you are acquainted with the proposal to construct a line from Condobolin to Euabalong? Tes. 
2lfoct'~IS97 you know that country ? Tes. I have travelled from Condobolin, via Euabalong, to Hiliston.

c ’’ ’I had a station at Dundoo Hills for 8 years. It is 50 miles south of Condobolin. It is very droughty 
country, generally speaking.
4085. Would the railway from Condobolin to Euabalong be of any assistance to tbis district? Certainly 
not.
40S6. Tou have come here this afternoon to advocate a route to Hiliston which would serve a greater 
number of people ? Tes.
4087. Tou are merely grazing? Tes. Hp to last year I had 13,083 acres of secured land and a lease of
10,000 acres of Crown land.
4088. Hp to last year you used all your holding for grazing purposes ? Tes, except a small portion upon 
which I grow hay, and which is not worth speaking about. Seeing the success which Mr. Greene and Mr. 
J. Q. Wood have made of farming upon the “ halves ” system, I made a trial of it last year in a small way. 
I put in 50 acres of wheat, and it gave me a return of 12 bushels to the acre. Encouraged hy that, I put

" iu this year 550 acres of wheat and corn, 350 acres of wheat and 200 of corn. I have already arranged 
for the clearing of 1,000 acres of land for wheat this year, and if there were a railway to Grenfell I should 
continue to increase the area, because I estimate that 10,000 acres of my holding are fit for growing wheat. 
I should like to say that commencing a mile and a half west from Grenfell, and following Mr. Little’s routes 
for a distance of 30 miles, taking a radius 10 miles to the north and south of the line, you will have an 
area of 380,000 acres; allowing for 80,000 acres of inferior land which you could not cultivate, you would 
have close to Grenfell an area of 300,000 of wheat-land which, I am sure, would be put under crop if a 
railway were constructed.
4089. Why do you include such a large area of inferior land ? I include the Weddin Mountains, The 
country through Bogolong and Melyra is splendid for tho growth of ail kinds of fruit and vegetables. 
I have 5 acres of vegetables, and I have been told by Chinamen that they have grown there as much as 14 
tons of onions to the acre. I should also like to point out that for several years hack I have had a small 
number of different kinds of fat stock. Owing to the dry summer it has been difficult to get them to 
market. The whole of that difficulty would be avoided if there were a railway at Grenfell. 1 consider I 
loose on the sheep quite a shilling a head by having to drove them to Toung or Cowra. They are 
both 38 miles from my place. If there were a railway here, no doubt a lot of people would go in for 
poultry. I understand that already some people have as many as 2,000 fowls, and 1 see no reason why 
the number should not be increased to 5,000 or 6,000.
4090. How deep have you to sink for water? Eighteen feet; bnt we sink to 23 feet, allowing ourselves 
5 feet of water.
4091. Is it brackish ? Ho; it is good household water.
4092. How does this country compare with, say, Merrigal? That country is inferior to this for carrying 
stock.
4093. What stock can you carry to the acre ? After the land in tbis district has been ringbarked for 
several years it will carry, in an ordinary season, from a sheep to a sheep and a half to tho acre.
4094. Have you erected any rabbit-proof fencing ? No.
4095. Have you gone to much trouble in dealing with the rabbits upon your holding? No; they are 
increasing, of course; but up to the present we have taken no steps to destroy them,
4096. Have you tried dairying ? No ; not at my place ; but I know that tho country is suitable for it.
4097. What vegetables have you grown? Teas, turnips, carrots, onions, raddishes, lettuce, beet, cabbage, 
cauliflower, and potatoes.
4098. And you find that they grow very well? Exceedingly well. They grow splendidly with sufficient 
moisture. Last year I had Swede turnips in my garden so big that you could put only one into a fair 
sized bucket.
4099. How many men have you employed on wages ? I keep three men on the station the whole year— 
two for the purpose of boundary riding and to look after the sheep, and the other is a groom and milkman.

4100.



799

MIXUTES OP EVIDENCE—RAILWAY FROM CONDOBOLIN TO ECABALONG. 125

4100. If you carry out your idea of putting so many acres under cultivation it will mean tlie employment ^jc])arjg01)
of a greater number of persons ? So much so that when my 200 acres were planted with com I had as ^ ^
many as seven men employed with double furrow ploughs, At the time of sowing the corn there were oqq^ igy^ 
twenty men employed in ploughing, sowing, and harrowing. That number would be carried on propor
tionately as the acreage increased. r j r
4101. what did it cost you to clear your land? In regard to tbe 200 acres to which I have referred, I 
first of a!! Yankee grubbed it. That is, I burnt all the timber off the ground and picked up all the sticks 
at a cost of 3s, an acre. After that was done I had to grub it fit for the plough to the depth of 10 inches.
The total clearing cost me 9s. per acre. The timber was dead and had been so for a number of years.
The contracts I am letting now have ranged from 10s. to 12s. an acre for 400 acres. As to the green 
timbered land, the ringbarking costs Is. an acre : then every eighteen months it will cost you 9d. or an 
acre to remove the suckers and pine seedlings. If you cleared out the green timber at once it would cost 
you not less than £2 an acre. _ j
4102. Have you adopted the “ halves ” system ? My farming is entirely upon the “ halves ” system. _
4103. You have seen that others in the district have made it a success and you are following in their
footsteps ? Yes. _ _ _ cot
410t. By the time you have your 10,000 acres under crop you will be employing a big staff of men. 1
must necessarily do so. _________________________

John Cleary, farmer and grazier, Piney Eange, sworn, and examined:—
4105. Chairman."] How far is your property situated from Grenfell? Sixteen miles in a westerly direction. J. Cleary. 
410G. "What area have you ? 2,500 acres.
4107. To what use do you put your land ? Grazing principally. In the last two or three years I have •>
gone in for a little hit of farming. I have SO acres under crop this year. _
410S. Ho you know the country between here and Wyalong? Yes, for 30 or 40 miles on each side of 
the surveyed line. _ .
4109. What is it like—take the north side first ? I consider that the laud is well adapted for agriculture.
I know that I had land under crop last year, and took 24 bushels to the acre off it. One particular piece 
which has been under crop for seven years—about 10 acres—gave that yield. _
4110. Is the land on each side of the surveyed line equal to the land you are describing ? Yes; there 
are thousands of acres on each side of the line equal to it.
4111. You find some difficulty in getting your produce to market ? Yes.
41] 2. How far are you from the nearest railway station ? Pretty well 50 miles. _
4113. Does it pay you to draw that distance? You have to get a pretty good price for wheat to make
it pay. ^ ^ . i tit-
4114. It must bo an exceptionally high price ? Yes. We could not get teams to cart it last year, n e
had the wheat on our hands, and sold it the other day.
4115. Is forage very dear? They were paying £3 a ton for chaff.
4116. Consequently, carriers were hard to obtain ? Yes. _
4117. I presume that if you could obtain them under such circumstances they would want more money
to cart your stuff to a railway station than you could afford to pay them ? Yes ; the bullock teams could 
not travel at all. ^
4US. Are there other settlers near you holding of 2,500 acres ? Yes. _ ..
4119. How far would the surveyed line be from your land ? It passes along it according to the plan; it
goes through my brother's land. _ t-j. •
4120. Supposing the railway is constructed, what do you intend to do with your land? I intend to go in
for cultivation. I shall clear until 1 get 1,000 acres under crop. _ .
4121. Has the land been ringbarked for some years? No, there is a good deal of green timber on it.
4122. What is your clearing costing you ? Some of it cost us Is. 6d. to ringbark. it, and keeping dovin 
the seedlings and suckers would cost from 3s. to 4s. per acre. We could get it cleared now fit for the 
plough for L5s. an acre—that is, country which has been ringbarked for ten years.
4123^ While tbe timber is dying off you are using the land for grazing ?_ Yes. _ q tt
4124. You are waiting for the construction of the railway before increasing your cultivated area ? Yes ; 
everyone is going in for cultivation now; they find they have to do so, because they cannot make grazing 
pay.
4125. What would your land carry ? About one and a half sheep to the acre.
4126. You are on the edge of the Bland country ? Yes. . .
4127. And that is first-class grazing land ? It is good grazing country, but I would not say that it is first- 
class ; it is splendid for cultivation. I have had twelve years’ experience in the Albury district farming, 
and I consider that there are thousands of acres in the Grenfell district which are superior to the general 
run of land in the Albury district. Five crops is a good succession of crops in that district without
limuuicr- • /* t ’IQ
4128. Do you know of auy persons who would be likely to take up land bere it there were a railway r 
Not of my own knowledge; but I dare say there are hundreds of persons who would be only too glad of a 
chance to come, especially on the northern side of the proposed line. There are thousands of acres there 
which will be rushed when tbe land is available, as it shortly will be.
4129. Is your laud suitable for dairying ? Yes, quite suitable. _ • j- • o xr
4130. Do you think the dairying industry is likely to become a big industry in this district. Yes.
4131. You had some experience in dairying in the Albury district ? Yes, a little experience.
4132. You find it necessary now to combine agriculture with grazing in order to work the land profitably ?

4133. And you find it necessary to employ more men than you employed under the old system ? Yes.
4134. Supposing you had 1,000 acres under cultivation, how many men would yon have to employ to deal
with it successfully ? I think from twelve to fifteen men. .
4135. Then the construction of a railway would mean the employment of a larger number of men in 
agricultural pursuits ? Yes.
4136. Have you grown anything but wheat and hay ? Yes; I have grown root crops; not for market, but
for home consumption. I have grown pumpkins, turnips, and potatoes, They all grow fairly well. 
Cabbages and cauliflowers also grow splendidly. 4137.
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JVClDa^. 4137. Do you ttiak all the land in your neighbourhood is suitable for mixed farming ? I do not think it
20 Oct 1807 1S i .. sult ,, ^ made suitable at some expense. Some of the land is very stiff and clayey,

ciB9/’ and it would require drainage.
TD-^i you anything further to add? "With regard to the northern route, between Grenfell and
Wyalong, I think it is the route which should be adopted. If the other route is adopted hundreds of 
tons of traffic will be lost to the railway. The northern route would attract a great deal of traffic from 
out Forbes way.

-F-011 ^ink that traffic outside the radius of the Forbes line would come to Grenfell by team, instead 
ot striking a railway further west ? Yes.
4140. There is considerable settlement at Bimbi ? Yes.
4141. How far would you be from the southern route ? About 16 miles.
4142. It would be almost as near for you to come to Greufell? Yes; just about the same.

w. w.
Priddlo.

4143.
4144.

Yes; I

"William Wells Priddle, fanner and grazier, near Grenfell, sworn, and examined;—
Okairman.'] You are a farmer and grazier residing 12 miles from Grenfell? Yes 

^ l0ng liaVe y011 beGn iu the distl'ict ? Twelve years, farming and grazing. '
20 Oct, 1897 '^bat area of country have you? 10,000 acres.

■’ ‘ 4146. You are acquainted with the proposal to construct a line from Condobolin to Euabalong ?
have been through that country several times.
4147. You know that that line'would bo continued to Hiliston? Yes. The line would not benefit me in 
tne least; we should be about 70 miles from Condobolin.
4148. What you require is a liue from Koorawatba to Grenfell? Undoubtedly.
414H. You have been goiug in for mixed farming ? Yes. " ,

mal!y ilCre3 havB you un<ler cultivation? About 500 acres every year ; we grow wheat chiefly. 
, 1 1T0uld bo the distance of your holding from the suggested railway from Koorawatba to 

Grentell ? About 8 miles, if tho line went on to Wyalong.
wi'“' i^16 e're!l1, of' 1,ftd'vay being constructed, what area would you have under cultivation P-
Where 1 have 101) acres now, I should have 1,000. I should cultivate every acre I hold which would be 
lit lor cultivation, and 1 suppose I have about 6,000 acres which would be fit.
4153, Wbat is your average yield ? About 13 bushels, taking one year with another.
41.5/J., PPC0 'vould Pay y°u ? Three shillings a bushel, if the railway were 10 miles away. I have 
.sold it under 2s. ■'
415o. You have tried growing fruit 
well here. '
4156. Is your country a good grazing country ? It is a verv fair grazing country.
41&7. Do you think the dairy industry would flourish here ‘if there were railway facilities P fes - Mr 
ihompson considers it the best district he has yet visited for dairying '

ar1 tbe sarae opinion ? Acs; I have seen corn grown Sere for ensilage, but not for cobs 
41 o9, What sheep have you ? 1 run from 5,000 to 10,000.
4160. What will your land carry? Improved land would carry from II to 2 sheep to the acre. It
depends upon how you improve it. The land will carry 10 sheep to the acre if you like to expend the 
necessary money, especially if you go m for ensilage and green stuff, but it will not do that from the natural 
grasses. 1 have grown sorghum, flax, and hemp. I have also grown turnips 21 lb. in weight without 
irrigation, lou do not want much rainfall to grow wheat. If you have 12 inches of rain at the proper 
time it is enough for wheat. This is a dry year, and I never saw the wheat crop looking better in this or 
auy other district. 15
4161. Do yon know the Bland country ? Yes ; there is no better fattening country in Australia,

of various kinds, and especially grapes? Yes ; the grapes do very

-Tames Casey, farmer and grazier, Weddin View, Grenfell, sworn, and examined
.ICasey 4162. Mr. Fa/aii.] IIow far are you out of Grenfell ? About 14 miles to' the west

53 tbe aroa of your hoMinS ? 1 bavo very nearly 8,000 acres of secured land and 4,000 acres 
-v 10JI- on annual lease.

416k You endorse what other witnesses said as to the general productiveness of the soil for whoat ? Yes 
4l0o. You know the northern route from Grenfell to Wyalong? Yes; it goes right through mv 
cultivation for about G miles, I suppose. ‘
4166. I suppose the construction of a railway from Condobolin to Euabalong would be of no assistance 
to you ? It would not assist me in auy way whatever.
4167 You favor the northern route to' Wyalong? Yes ; it would serve ariarger number of people, and 
would pass through better country. o r r
4LG8. Would the railway interfere much with your holding ? It would cut it up in different places ; but 
1 do not very much care where the railway goes as long as it docs some good to tho district. I do not 
think any man would object to tho railway on the ground of its cutting up his holding. He would still
benefit by it. ^ i D
4169. Does the surveyed line pass through your secured land or through your leased land ? It passes 
through J;he secured land and through the conditional lease land also. '

Vr0Uld y°’l! be Pr?Pared t0 §ive puch laad as be required for the construction of a line ? I
should be prepared to give it, because the railway would be of more benefit to me than the land.
417J. How is your rim watered ? By tanks.

-m0LI millerstand the growth of fruit? Yes ; I had five years’ experience in the Albury district.
4173. Do you thmk the country here is equal to the Albury country for the growth of grapes ? 1 think
it is much better. *
4174. What distance are you from a railway station ?
away from me. '
4175. Therefore, the carting of your produce is costly
4176. How many acres have- you under cultivation? 
under corn

Young, Forbes, or Cowra arc each about 50 miles-

Yes.
About 360; 260'under wheat and hay; and lOO"’

‘ 4177.
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4177. How long bare you been growing wheat ? I have been growing it for 11 years upon some portions J. Casey. 
of my holding, I have bad an average yield of from 16 to 19 bushels. Li the year before last the average ^
was very low. It was about 7 bushels. t . , , , ’
4178. A railway would do'the district a great deal of good? 1 think the district was entitled to it twenty
years a"o. , , » . ,4179. It would probably bring a larger area under cultivation? les I know plenty ot farmers who are 
not growing wheat at the present time on account of the expense of taking it away. On the Sandy Greek 
run, about 17 miles north from here, several leases have been taken up, but it is impossible for the lessees 
to cultivate, because there is no railway to take their produce to market.
4180. Have you tried bacon curing in this district? On a small scale. You can produce here anything
which can be produced in most parts of the Colony. ., . .
4181. Bo you think it would ever become an important industry here? Yes, but it is no use to go mto 
it now because you could not sell the produce. I suppose a railway here would have much the same effect 
as tho railway bad in the Albury district, where land under pastoral occupation was at once brought under 
■cultivation. “There is a great rush for all land thrown open within a reasonable distance of a railway. 1 ■ 
reckon that if you get a railway within 10 miles of j'ou, you are pretty well served.

John Quigley, orebardist, Grenfell, sworn, and examined :—
4182. Chairman.'] You arc an orebardist ? Yes, residing at Two Mile, Grenfell, on the Cowra-road. J-Quigley.
4183. How long have you been in tbe district? I was here before payable gold was found, and I have
been here ever since—over thirty years. ■ . ... ■
4184. You have heard of the suggestion to construct a railway through this district towards Hiliston. les.
4185. You can speak as to the capabilities of tho soil bere for tbe growth of fruit r Yes.
4186. What area have you under cultivation ? Between 50 and 60 acres. _ _
4187. What fruit do you grow principally ? Grapes ; I have 25 acres of vines in full bearing. ^
4188. Is the soil here suitable for the production of grapes for wine making? Yes; Mr. Despeisis, of the 
Agricultural Bepartinent, was here, and sent me a copy of the Agricultural Gazette, in which he said that 
he had been upon roy vineyard and it was not second to any in the Albury district, and that it wras a great 
pity the whole of the 400 acres were not under grapes.
4189. Is the grape crop good here ? It varies a good deal; the last two years have been dry, and the 
vines have not been so productive, but the wine has been of a better quality. _
4190. What do you do with your grapes ? I take them away iu waggons to Wyalong, Parkes, and other
places; and I do the same with the wine. , i j a *
4191. You find a local market for your grapes and wine ? Yes. I have about thirteen or fourteen nrst 
prizes for my wine. I got a pme'this 3rear against a Wagga Wagga man, and some other experts
4192. Where have you exhibited your wine ? Grenfell. I went to Cowra some years ago ; but I did not 
get any prizes there. There was a large competition.
4193. Is there much land here as well adapted as your own to the growth of the grape ? Yes ; a large area.
4194. You think there is every probability of a wine-making industry being firmly established in this
■district? Yes ; if we get a railway—not otherwise. , ,
4195. Boes your grape crop ripen early? Yes ; about the 1st February the grapes are getting ripe.
4196. Jn the event of a railway being available, what use would you make of it ? It would be of great
benefit to me, because it would do away with all my carriage by waggon; and. I should also put an 
additional acreage under vines. _
4197. YYhat do yon get a dozen for your wine ? I sell it at 6s., 7s., and 7s. 6d. a gallon.
4198. You endorse the evidence of previous witnesses ae to the general capabilities of the ? Yes.
4199. Bo you know the country between here and Wyalong ? Yes. I may mention that they have sent
from Sydney to me for vine-cuttings, on account of the quality of my grapes. _ _ .
4200. You have no disease in the vines ? They require attention ; 1 go by the instructions issued by the
Agricultural Department. _____________ __________

, 1897-

TRUSS DAT, 21 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Grenfell, at 10 a.m.

present: —
THOMAS HENRY HASSALL, Esq. (Cjiathman).

The Hon. Daniel O’Conn on. Esq. | John Lionel Eegan, Esq. _
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong

John Buekman, farmer, Brundah, sworn, and examined:—
4201. Chairman.-] You are farming on tbe “ halves ” system at Brundah ? Yes ; on Mr. Wood s estate. J. Buekman.
4202. Mr. O’Conner A How far is your farm from bere? Eleven miles. ‘ o, n *
4203. How long have you resided m 1 his district ? Over twenty years. I have been three years upon my ^ *Jct,,
present holding. I have been on Brundah during the whole time, but not farming. 1 had a farm of my own 
■about 7 miles from here. I had 140 acres. J had to relinquish the land through borrowing money and 
through the bad seasons. I then came to Mr. Wood’s estate, and am now farming there. When 1 came to 
him I had nothing—in fact, I had to borrow money to get plant for farming. Now the land is all pretty 
well cleared, and I have cleared off the advance which Mr. Wood made me. I started with 100 acres in the 
first rear. The land was cleared for me, and I got the seed. If a bad season comes I am not very much 
out, “and if there is a good season I make something out of it. I now have a plant of my own with which 
to work the land ; my tenure is. from year to year. • „ .- ~
4204. Are there many other men like yourself upon the estate ? Yes; and they are all satisfied with the
4205. They are satisfactory to both landlord and tenant? Yes; we are all doingwell. Our only trouble
is in the getting away of the produce when we have grown it. .... . , .
4206. Your position wonld he much improved if you. had railway facilities for getting your wheat to the
best market? Yes. ' 4207.
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J, Buekman. 4207. You know the suggested line to "VVyalong ? Yes.
0^208. How far are you from it? It comes through part of my farm.

■’ 4209 Then the railway would be a distinct advantage to you? Yes,
4210, "What is your average yield ? It will produce in a year like this between 20 and 30 bushels per 
acre. When 1 was farming on the estate twelve or thirteen years ago I had an average of 40 bushels to 
the acre.
4211. How many acres have you under cultivation? The whole of the 260 acres is under wheat. Some
of them go in for hay, but I go in for the grain. If we had to grow hay, and a line passed through here 
to the west, wo might just as well send our produce westward as to Sydney. °

Amos Southwell, farmer, Brundah, sworn, and examined:—
A. Southwell. 4212. Chairman.} You are a farmer on tho “ halves ” system on Brundah? Yes; I have also a small farm 

of 140 acres of my own adjoining Brundah.
21 Oct., 1897. 4213. Ho you work your own farm in conjunction with the farm on Brundah ? Yes; I have about 40 

acres under cultivation on my own farm, and I use tho balance of tbe land for grazing.
4214 What area are yon farming on Brundah ? I have 350 acres under wheat, and 80 acres under corn. 
I am preparing additional land for the plough.
4215. What area have you taken from Mr. Wood ? I had 350 acres, and I am now taking another 150 
which I am preparing for next year.
4216. What has been your experience on the share system? I have only had two years on the share 
system, hut I like it very well. When I took up tho land two years ago I was grubbing on the place. 1 
1 had 200_ acres in the first instance and it was under crop lust year, which was considered a bad year. 
We put in our wheat at the end of June, and there was very little rainfall. It was one of the worst 
years in my recollection. The wheat went 1 bushels to tho acre. Another crop on the station went 14 
bushels, hut it was sown earlier, and the ground had been prepared. Mv ground was perfectly new, and 
had never been farmed before. My crop this year, I should think, will go 30 bushels to the acre. It 
looks very promising.
4217. How much capital had you when you started with Mr. Wood? I had very little capital when I 
started. Mr. Wood had the land prepared for the plough and found the seed.
4218. You were able to keep yourself while the crop was growing ? Yes.
4219. When the crop was reaped you shared over a certain percentage? Yes; the return was very 
satisfactory. It paid me very well for the work 1 had done,
4220. You think it is a satisfactory method of dealing with the land by men with small means ? Yes.
422L You have not enough capital to take up and work land on your own account;—the expense of 
clearing and preparing the land for tho plough would have been too heavv for you ? Yes.
4222. Ho you employ any labour? Yes; generally two bauds for putting 'in the crop, and more for
harvesting.
4223. Are there many men working the land on Brundah under similar conditions ? I think there are 
about ten or fifteen on the place.
4224. Is the system popular in the district generally ? It is just starting,
4225. Where do you send your produce ? It was sent to Koorawatba last year,
4226. How far had you to cart it? About 18 miles. "
4227. Tho expense of cartage, I suppose, was not very heavy over that distance ? It was la. a bag. I 
happened to have a bullock team myself. A number could not cart at all, or were late in getting'their 
produce away. They might, perbajis, have to wait three or four months.
4228. You are not bound down to growing wheat alone? Wheat is the main thing. I am breaking up
some land now for corn. The land will grow anything. We find that by growing a crop of corn we
benefit in the following year, even if we do not get much corn. °
4229. You are going to rotate ? We grow wheat principally; it is the best paying crop. I have grown
corn in the district; but not up at Brundah. I have seen corn go 30 bushels to the acre. It just depends 
upon the season. 1
4230. Ho you think that a railway through this district would induce many other persons to farm upon 
the share system ? If there were a railway the cultivated area would soon he doubled.
4231. Is the country between here and Wyalong as suitable for farming as the country upon which you
are located ? Between here and Marsden there is splendid country. All the land between Grenfell and 
Pine Creek is suitable-for farming. '
4232. Have you done any dairying? Yes ; it js a good district for dairving.
4233. It is good fattening country ? Yes ; the stock fatten very quickly. The cattle do fairly well iu a
time of drought. 1 have seen them fatten when there has been very little grass. "
4234. You think mixed farming, then, might be carried on here ? Yes.
4235. Podder can be grown without any trouble? Yes ; sorghum will grow well here.
4236. As to the tenure of your land are you under a yearly agreement ? We take the land upon a
three-year term. ’’
4237. If you break up your land this year you will not lose it in the next year ? No ; we proceed upon tho 
assumption that the system will last.
4238. 1 presume you can renew your lease if you care to do so ? Yes.
4239. You have no agreement to*purchase ? No ; hut we understand that the system is to last—we take
Mr. Wood’s word for that. Of IS bushels, Mr. Wood takes 9 and we take 9 ; if there is anv over it 
goes to the farmer. *
4240. You divide equally any yield under IS bushels? Yes.

WilliEm Henry Hazelton, Sheriff's officer, Grenfell, sworn, and examined:—
tv. H. 4241. Chairman.} You were, until 1896, Mining Registrar at Grenfell ? Yes, from November, JS82.

Hazelton. 4242. Mr. li'egan.} So that you would have a fair knowledge of the yield of gold, and the number of men 
^ employed. Yes. The returns are collected every year and sent down to the Hepartment.

21 Oct., 189/ 42l3._ What was the number of mining leases in force last year ? There were over thirty in aud around 
the district. 4214.
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4244. Chairman To what depth have the reefs here hecn worked P One is down over 400 feet. There
are several reefs here which have been payable, and some are parable now. The Enterprise is payable, 
and would be a good reef, but their horse-power is not sufiicient to contend with the flow of Water, qi 
Machinery is being itnported from Victoria now, and expensive cyanide works are being erected. ’’ ’
4245. Mr, Regan] In what direction has gold-mining been carried on here ? There has been some mining 
at Sandy Creek, between J 8 and 20 miles from here. A great many claims were taken up there and 
worked. Some stone was raised and crushed by a battery which was erected there, and the miners whose 
reefs did not pay had to leave the place. Several of the reefs have now been taker! up, and parties are 
erecting machinery to treat the stone. The machinery which was there previously did not treat it properly. ,
I know from assays that as much as 5 dwt, was obtained from the tailings. Some of the crushing went 
over i oz.
4246. A majority of the miners left the reef on account of there being rushes elsewhere ? Yes ; but 
some of the parties who were working there previously are hack again.
4247. You think there is a prospect of tho ground paying if it be properly worked ? Yes. The drawback 
is that the ore has to he sent to Sydney for treatment, and the transit to the railway station is expensive,
On thirty claims between 80 and 100 men were employed. On the Pinnacle also a great tnany were 
employed. In one of the mines at the present time there are forty minors working; they have a large 
crushing-plant and the latest appliances for treating the stone. They have not been working for some 
time-; they are short of water, and that has been the drawback to mining in this division also.
4248. You think that with a better supply of water there would he a greater development ? Tes; and also, 
if they could get the stone away at a cheaper rate.. Silver also has been found here. Eor instance, there 
is the great Southern Silver Mining Company-, 13 miles south-west, audBroula 22 miles in a north-easterly 
direction, where silver which is now being worked was worked some years ago. They also got copper and 
limestone there. This year a great quantity of stone will he raised. Last year, in consequence of want 
of water, it could not be dealt with, There are three crushing machines at Grenfell, one of them being
7 miles from here. At the Pinnacle and Ironhank there are also two large crushing machines. To .
the best of my knowledge there are thirty head of stampers at the Pinnacle.
4249. Do you think the connection of Grenfell with the railway system of the Colony would he the means 
of developing the mining industry? Yes ; there are a number of lodes which they cannot treat locally.
They may be able to treat it in a rough way, hut it has to he forwarded to Sydney lor final treatment, and 
the carriage to the nearest railway station at Young or Cowra would be an expensive item.
4250. Have not works been erected at Wyalong ? Yes. That is 65 miles from here, and the road is had.
4251. In the near future Wyalong must have railway communication? Of course, if there were a railway 
iu that direction stone would go by it to Wyalong.
4252. You think, therefore, that railway communication would assist (he development of the field? Yes; 
ore which could not be treated hy the machinery here would be treated at Wyalong.
4253. I suppose that with railway communication and a further development of the mining industry works
would be erected here ? I think it is very likely they would. ,
4254. All things considered there is likcly_ to he a revival of the mining industry iu this district with rail
way communication P Of course capital is required.

George Cousins, secretary, Homeward Bound Gold-mining Company, Grenfell, sworn, and examined:—
4255. Chairman] Have you been long engaged in the mining industry ? I have been interested in it six G. Cousins* 
years.
4256. You hare a good knowledge of the Grenfell district ? I have taken an interest in it ever since 121 Oct'> 1897* 
have been here.
4257. How long has the Homeward Bound Company been working ? Eor the past six years,
4258. Your ground is payable, I presume? We had at the beginning of the year four men employed, 
and at the beginning of the month seventeen. We have paid them £2 10s. a week since the beginning of 
the year.

• 4259. Are you working the claim with wages meu ? Yes.
42G0. The mine has paid wages and you have a small balance to the good? Yes, this year. We are 
finding gold now at the 450-ft. level. It goes 15 dwt.; the previous crushing gave 25 dwt. There is 
any quantity of stono.
4261. Is the reef well defined ■—are there good foot and hanging walls ? Yes.
4262. There is every prospect of permanence ? Yes.
4263. Have you auy idea of the mining leases held in Grenfell p Yes ; in 1895 there were 15 ; in 1896,
25 ; and there are, in 1897, 30.
4264. Have you any idea of the number of men employed on the field in 1896 and 1897 ? There were 100 
in J896 and 120 in 1897. Tliey were not fully employed on account of water being required for crushing 
purposes last year and at the beginning of this year.
4265. Can you tell us the yield of gold for the past few years ? In 1895 the value of the gold was
£3,578; in 1896, £6,978; and up to date in 1897, £6,656. The two first returns I obtained from the 
mining registrar, and last from the banks which purchased the gold. •
4266. Do you know of auy new developments in mining between here and Wyalong or between here and 
Koorawatba ? Developments have been caused hy the cyanide process; there are 750,000 tons of tailings 
awaiting treatment. One cyanide works are being erected, and the others are finished. The works just 
starting are on a very large scale. A company are just about to develop the Enterprise mine by working 
it in a more systematic manner than it has hitherto been worked. There has been hitherto a very primitive 
method of working the gold; there has been no machinery to develop the deep miues.
4267. Is the stone of a refractory nature ? It is.
4268. The return of 25 dwt. which you have mentioned might be materially increased if you had tho best 
method of treating the stone? I have no doubt that that would be the case. If we had improved 
machinery wo should get a much larger yield from the Homoward Bound. We get 3,000 gallons a day, 
and we know that a great deal of gold goes away in the tailings. During the last year we supplied the 
whole of the cattle in the town with water.

282 (a)—R 4269.
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G, Cousins. 4269. Are tliere any working outside the town of Grenfell? Tes ; there is the Pinnacle Eeef, 25 miles 
from here to the north-west. It is employing now 70 hands, and is putting through the 20-head stamper 

21 Oct., 1897. 200 tons a week. . ■
42/0. That is not the only other mine in tho locality ? No, there is the Ironbark; they have also a 
battery, and are employing 12 men ; Sandy Creek is also being developed.
4271. That is in tho same locality ? Tes, it is in the same belt. It is only about C miles from Grenfell. 

‘ 4272. Is the Pinnacle mine being worked by a company ? Yes; but the Ironbark and Sandy Creek are 
being worked by miners on their own account.

_ 4273. There is a belt of gold-bearing country running through there? Yes; the whole district is gold
bearing.
4274. What is retarding tho development of the industry, do you think? Tho want of capital is
undoubtedly one of the causes; it is perhaps the chief cause. .
4275. You think tho construction of a railway would perhaps assist the industry ? It would help us a
good deal. The claim I represent sent yesterday to Cowra G tons of concentrates; the road carriage cost 
us a great deal more than the railway carriage down to the Illavvarra works. We could send down three 
times as much if we had cheaper transit. ■
427G. You think that if there were a railway here capitalists might be induced to pay tho field a visit, and 
look round? Yes; the coaching is quite enough to drive any personaway. 1 might also mention that 
lime is here in abundance, and in good quality. It is used locally now; but if tberc wore a railway it 
might bo used extensively. There is also some kaolin, which has been proved by the Mines Department 
to-be the best in New South Wales. There are largo deposits of that.
4277. I suppose that if there were a railway pottery works might be established here to advantage ? 
Yes; onaecount of the good quality of kaolin. Our_opiinon of Grenfell is that it is similar to Adelong. 
It only requires capital to develop it; there is any quantity of stone in sight. There are large bodies of 
stone which are gold-bearing, and if it could be got out and crushed cheaply, I should say that from 8 to 9 

. dwt. would pay. With a 4-foot reef, which is the average width iu Grenfell, it would pay handsomely.
Now that the new cyanide process has come into use, we are hoping that speculators will turn their 
attention to Grenfell, and that something will be done to develop the field. If companies of that kind 
came here there would be a certain amount of coal and other mineral traffic upon a railway.

William Roberts, sergeant of police, Grenfell, sworn, and examined :—
W, Koberts. 4278. Mr. O'Connor.'] How long have you been stationed here ? Per nearly twelve months, T came here 

on the 7th last November.
21 Oct., 1897. 4279. How far does your district extend? I cannot give you the exact boundaries.

4280. How far have you been out ? About 20 miles north and south. '
4281. Do you collect statistics here? Yes; iu portions of tho counties of Monteaglc, Porhes, Gipps, 
and Bland. In freehold land there are 144,922 acres; there are rented from private owners-3,738 acres ; 
there are in Crown land 6,739 acres; under cultivation 26,078 acres; and under cultivation for wheat, 
22,088 acres, yielding 207,294 bushels last year. Those figures apply to portions of the patrol district, 
which is about 40 miles square. The amount of land under cultivation that would be benefited by tho 
railway would be 35,078 acres for a yield of 307,214 bushels of wheat.

George Henry Greene, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined :—
G'.- H. Greene, 4282. Chairman,] You were examined on the 7th September last by tbe main Committee in reference to 

Esq., M.P. this proposal? Yes.
Sl'oV^sSV ^ave J011 any additional evidence to give ? I have evidence to show the extra amount of expenditure

0 ■’ ' in wages and material and the extra results gained by working the share system as it is worked here, as
contrasted with the working of properties under the old system.
4284. You were not in possession of particulars when you were last examined ? No. Originally I was 
working the landra Estate as a pastoral property. I then employed about five meu looking after the 
stock, and since we have had the partial assistance of a railway—because we are a long way from it, the 
nearest point being the Monteagle siding 12 miles distant—the average number engaged in ploughing, '

, that is during the past four or five years, has been 120..
4285. Hoiv long would you be employing that 120 ? From the end of March until the end of July. 
During the harvesting, which you may say extends over about two months, there are 160 able-bodied men 
employed, representing forty families. On the share system on landra, there are forty families supported, 
and the station-hands and employees, instead of being five in number as under tbo old system, are twenty. 
The contractors employ on the average all the year round—at times the number is greater—fifty able
bodied men. During tbe drawing of tho wheat and tho carting to the railway there were employed last 
year sixty men with fifty waggons, and I trucked to Sydney 6,500 sheep ; up to that date I trucked only 
a very small number, because I was not in a position to fatten them. This year I expect to truck, in spite 
of the disastrous drought, about 7,000 fats to Sydney. Tho amount I paid for cartage of wheat Inst 
year—I have not taken into consideration wool, or any other produce—was £1,015, sending to the 
nearest station. This year I expect it will cost from £1,500 to £2,000. During this time 1 had to keep 
and feed about 600 head of‘foreign horses and cattle belonging to the carriers, which was an enormous tax.
4286. "Without any compensation ? Yes; that is an expense in excess of the £1,015. Great injury was 
also done to tho tanks on account of the low condition of the water, and the large number of stock to be 
watered. This year I would at this moment give a contractor £1.500, and take my chance, to cart my 
wheat to the nearest station, but I do not expect to get it done for £1,500. The work done between 
1892 and this present year—say, five years—in clearing fit for the plough, amounts to the extent of
3,000 acres per annum. The amount of tonnage sent by me to the train, and upon whicli I paid freight 
for wheat alone, not counting anything brought up from Sydney, machinery or anything else, was between
2,500 and 2,600 tons; that was for train alone, irrespective of road-carriage, and the estimated value 
of the machinery and harness used in farming is £12,000, most of which, if I have not exactly 
supplied it myself, I have become security for; otherwise the men could not in many cases have purchased.
I estimate that there are 500 farm horses at £15 a head, or £6,000. As showing the terrible loss wc are 
put to in the face of this enormous expenditure, in not being able to utilise tho straw (which, if wo had a

■ means
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means of sending it away, would be cut with reapers and binders, and, the wheat having been thrashed, 0. H. Greene, 
would be sent to Sydney), I may mention that wc lost on that item alone £7,000—that would be the Estl-> M'P- 
straw off 10,000 acres. Considering that some of my men who do cut with reapers and binders have sold their „ 
straw at as high a figure as £5 a ton, the £7,000 I have given is a low estimate. It would, of course, 21 0ct‘’ 1897‘ 
apply to an ordinary season and not to a season of drought. You will see that, in malting my estimate, I 
have taken the straw at a low price. With regard to the pastoral aspect of the question, I may mention 
that I have proved beyond doubt now that land which has been cropped for four or five years is in a 
thorough condition for growing lucerne. I have spent hundreds of pounds in the purchase of lucerne 
seed, and have spent large sums in getting it put in. I have at this moment about 500 acres which has 
been recently sown with lucerne, and by the help of this system of utilising the ground after it 
has been cropped for some years, there is absolutely no waste period in the history of the ground. It 

at °1IlC0 t °m a Pro^uc^ve wheat paddock into an almost equally productive grazing paddock 
with the results that, whereas two months ago stock were on the point of death, I have lambs now ready 
to go to Sydney—cross-bred lambs—which will average 45 lb.; they are being shorn to-day. Under these 
circumstances I claim that no fear need ever1 be felt of the farming industry being abandoned, and the 
country being allowed to go back to its natural waste condition, as it has been conclusively proved that 
the ground can bo utilised in the way I have suggested. The area of improvement I should put down at 
the very least, if a hno should be constructed from Koorawatba to Wyalong, at 15 miles on each side.
1 ractically, the improvement would extend much further than that; but putting it down at that short 
mileage distance from the train, people would be enabled to send wheat to different places. Probably out 
west would be our best market in a time of drought. I calculate that the areas improved by a railway ‘ 
running trom Kooravyatha to Wyalong, and extending 15 miles on each side, would be 1,440,000 acres ; 
and 1 should say probably nine-tenths would be fit for cultivation in some form or other. I give these 
figures to show that tho holders of land, when they start upon this work, must go on, there is no 
stopping; it simply amounts to this r that whereas there are hundreds of capable men in this country 
who have not the means to till their own land, when they are put in possession of land cleared for the 
• .?nid. when they arc supported by capital, become, I think, the most thriving class of farmers '
in this district. Where men are given the very best land, and have to work it without capital, they 
can never overtake the deficiency m their banking account; they live from hand to mouth a life of 
oppressive toil; perhaps they get in a small area each year; but the area they can deal with is so 
small that they become disheartened ; whereas with a large area a man under the share system has no 
responsibility excepting that of work. All his pecuniary arrangements are made for him on a much 
more satisfactory basis than he himself could arrange them with the bank. It is said that figures can be 
made to prove anything; the figures I give, and the statements I am making, are derived from the facts; 
the tacts have not been made to suit the figures, but are there, and can be seen. There are numbers of men 
wlto can give you similar evidence to that I am now giving. My argument in brief is this ■ that tho 
statements made by myself and others with reference to the probable outcome of railway communication, 
and tho efforts that would bo made in the district to prove it worthy of the assistance of a railway, have 
been amply guaranteed. The work is there to show for itself ; it will be permanent, and it will continue 
to increase. It must be left to the intelligence of those who have heard the evidence, and who can see 
tor themselves what has been done, to decide the matter. We have now given hostages to the country for 
the due performance of everything which we have said can be done. If the results all through the district 
were only one-tenth of what can be shown to-day, the volume of traffic by rail would be larger than anyone would care to say. ° J

ld°U ^aVe n° radwal' eitcnsion to Grenfell would yery soon pay? I am perfectly certain

^■0U that, if anything, a line from Koorawatba would be the better paying line? Yes- but I 
shall bo perfectly satisfied, now that our claim has been investigated, with any line the Government’would 
choose to adopt. With regard to a question which was asked in Sydney, if I thought that the share 
system would lead to closer settlement on account of the large shareholders selling their land, I said 
then 1 thought it would. I have now to state that, having spoken to friends of mine who are in the same 
position as myself, the universal feeling seems to be that the holdings some of us have are too large and 
that we should bo willing to sell some of the land. I myself have for a long time past been in treaty 
with some ot my own men, who came to me without one farthing, and whom I hope to see in a position 
to buy their own land m the course of a very short time.

George Tbeophilus Saunders Boileau, Crown Lands Agent, Grenfell, sworn, and examined'
fn tt Sr VT;] ■ yhat I*! i1'0 T\0io2Tn lands in tie distTict of QTe,,fe]1 ? Approximately, the area GTS 
in the police district would be about 346,800 acres. J Boileau
4290 Is any ofit available for settlement now? About one-fourth of it would consist of water and ,----^
travelling stock reserves. The rest of the land could be made available when the Government thinks fit ■ il Oct., 1897. the leases are from time to time expiring. ’

dAlr0t tllre<i Tes, and I am in a position to state that
^ Cro" n 1ands haTe been opened for sale tliere has been heavy balloting. We cau never keep an 

„ t-he imP™™ments are within the reach of the ordinary selector. The only land I have at present 
unsold is where the improvements are so high that the selectors have not had the means to tako it up
10 o’clock™^ arCa WaS fchr°Wn 0pen_the onJ-v Piece 1 had available for selection-and it was gone at

Te,i f°r m ot ■i™thm ■■’•j* *»» ■
!???; IZ a”.0PP°frtuJ"£ aa Crown Lands Agent of forming an opinion in regard to the value
of the land in various districts of tho Colonywhat is your opinion of land in the Grenfell district ? It -
is good agricultural country ; it is not like land in many other districts which is taken up solely for grazing 

£ Herevpe0p ° ake Up and f0r aSTlc,lltllreJ and mako a good living out of it. * k g 
4.2.W.. Does tho district appear to be a prosperous district as compared with other districts ? It is as good 
as any other district as far as agricultural resources are concerned fa
l2;*; The famcT8 appear t0 be a fairly prosperous class ? Yes; they do very well if they have a decent 

Ca'-°n- 4296.
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d. T. 8, 
BoiUftu,

21 dot., 1897.

4296. H&fe you had experience in any district which has been opened Up by a railway; has there been 
railway construction during your term of office ? Yes; the Glen Innes district was openedup by railway 
when 1 was there. , „ j.
429V. Did the 'railway result in a largely increased demand for land? It led to a very large influx or
population. . j ji
4298. You think from what you have seen that similar results would follow here ? YeS, decidedly.
4299. Do you know the land between Wyalong and Grenfell ? I do not know it all, hut I know that the 
farmers at Piny Eange Speak very highly of that country.

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 
Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

SKOTIONAL COMMITTEE.

APPENDIX.

A.
[2b Evidence of J. Burrett]

Statistics from landowners and farmers within a radius of 8 miles from Bimbi, who pledge themselves to support the 
railway if a route be adopted via Bimbi to Wyalong from Grenfell.

Name ol holdings and owners. Aron, 0 t>.
find C.L.

Acres.
Chisholm Bros., East Bland ............
S. Caldwell, Eurabba............. ...........
V, V. Burrett, Euroka ....................
J. Nowlan, Wentworth Gully ........;
J. Dwyer, Balabbla...... ......... ............
Hi Gault, Bimbi ..................................

25.00011.000
17.000 
6,600

10.000
4,800

P. M'Griih, The Pines i....
A. Grimm, Lanask .............
D. M'Carthy, Bland Road
T. Carr, Erankfield.............
A. M'Neall, Aramagong.....
J. S. Morrison, Arley.........
,1. Cattle, Somerset.............
J. Haub, Pine Vale.............
W. L. King, Kokkadale.....
W. Coleman, Bimbi.............
M, Byrn, Ada vale .............
G. Mnhom, Glenlea.............
J. Norton, Bimbi.................
J. M. Nowlan, Bimbi.........
T. Goonan, Woodlands .....
T. West, Stonevidge .........
D. Lehan, Medallion .........
W. J. Regan, Wattle Vale
Brown Bros., Balabbla .....
J. J. Tidiman, Rose Farm..
J. Tidiman, Bribera........ ..
W. Spring, Pino Hill .........
T, McNamara, Bland Road
J. Stewart, Bimbi ............
J. Causer, Bimbi......... ......
J. D. M'Kenzie, Bribera . 
C. George, Euroka ............
E. Millard............................

4.800

6,000 
2,660 
1,500 
2,939 
4,240
3.200 
3,271

9494
1,0771.200 
1,2S0

720
1.800 

620
1,280
1,280
1,2601,120

4844
700

1,200
440
440

3,300
440
40

Crown land 
leasehold.

Acres.10,000
5,000

11,000
23,000

25,000

Aren for 
cultivation. Grain.

Wool, j
Fat stock (or market 

annually.

Sheep. Oettie.

Acres. Bushels. Bales.
15 800 15,000 500

2,000 24,000 160 3,000 1,000
200 2,000 300 io.ooO 1,000

7 150 1,500 500
1,800 8,000 200 2,000 20

160 1,600 50 1,500 H.U.en

(and 100,000 ft. sawn
timber annually).

400 2,800 100 1,000
100 1,000 .1,.. '

50 1,000
50 200 50 1,000 .....................

300 3,000 25 1,000
100 1,000 70 1,000
200 4,000 80 2,000 ■ 20
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

PROPOSED RAILWAY FROM CONDOBOLIH TO BROKEN HILL.

REPORT.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, appointed during 
the first Session of the present Parliament, nnder the Public Works Act of 1888, 
51 Vic. No. 37, the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889, 52 Vic. No. 26, 
and the Public Works (Committees’ Remuneration) Act of 1889, 53 Vic. No. 
11, to whom was referred the duty of considering and reporting upon “ the 
expediency of constructing a line of railway from Condoholin to Broken Hill,” 
have, after due inquiry, resolved that it is not expedient the proposed railway 
should he constructed; and, in accordance with the provision of subsection (iv), 
of clause 13, of the Public Works Act, report their resolution to the Legislative 
Assembly :—

Hepart'mental Statement.

1. The first survey made with a view of connecting Broken Hill with the History of tiw 
railway system was for a line via Condobolin and Euabalong to Wilcannia, and was r)l'0f“5'al|t° 
completed in 18So. At that time Silvcrton was the chief centre of mining in the railway, 
district, Broken Hill not having attained its present importance. A survey was 
afterwards made of a line via Cobar and Wilcannia to Cockburn, and a proposal 
to construct a railway in that direction was considered by a former Committee in ■
1891, it being then decided that it was expedient a line should he constructed as far 
as Broken Hill. The present proposal to proceed via Condobolin and Wcnindio 
appears to have originated during 1895. A deviation of the route between 
Condoholin and Mossgiel has been proposed, viz., one crossing the Lachlan a 
little below Condoholin, and proceeding along the southern side of the river to 
Cudgeilico, where it would meet the survey already made between Cudgeilico 
and Hillston. Erom Hillston, westward, the route would proceed to Mossgiel, ’ 
there joining the other survey. This route has advantages over the northern one 
on the other side of the river, the country on the southern side of the Lachlan 
lying wholly within the Central Division, whereas the greater part of that on 
the northern side lies in the Western Division, and is not so well adapted for 
settlement. It would also do away with the necessity of a branch Hue to Hillston 
from the northern route. The total distance would probably not be much exceeded.
On 14th April last, Messrs. Thomas and Cann, M’s. P,, representing the inhabitants 
of Broken Hill and Menindie, waited upon the Minister for Public Works and urged 
that the lino from Broken Hill to Menindie might be constructed prior to the 
construction of the line through from Condoholin, On 23rd June last, a petition 
from the Mayor, aldermen, and inhabitants of Broken Hill and Menindie in favour 
of a railway from Broken Hill to Menindie, in connection with the proposed lino 
from Condobolin, was presented to Parliament, the number of signatures attached 
thereto being 3,760. The motion referring the proposed work to this Committee 
was passed by the Legislative Assembly on 1st duly last.

Objects
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Objects op the proposed Railway.

2. The Departmental statement made to the Committee pointed out that 
the objects sought by the construction of this line were similar to those advanced in 
favour of the line from Cobar to Broken Hill, but it was stated that the conditions 
of mining at Broken Hill had undergone some modification since that time. 
Athough the more easily-treated ores had practically Id ecu worked out, satisfactory 
methods had been found for dealing with the refractory sulphide ores, which would, 
no doubt, give au impetus to tbc trade of the district; and it might be a question 
for consideration whether the ores could not be conveyed as economically over the 
railway to Lake Illawarra and elsewhere, where it was proposed to treat them, as 
by forwarding via Port Pirie. The coal and coke which might he required could 
also he conveyed from Lithgow and delivered at Broken Hill, possibly at as cheap a 
rate as they could he carried via South Australia. The line would also intercept the 
wool traffic alone; its route and to the north of if., some of which still finds its way 
into Victoria. It would afford the means for closer settlement along the Lachlan, 
the Willandra Billabong, and the Menindie Lake, serve the mineral traffic from 
the Mount Hope district, and effect a considerable saving of time in the transit of 
mails from the western portions of the Colony.

Opitcial Description.

3. The proposed railway would commence at the termination of the Parkcs 
to Condobolin Railway (nowr under construction) at about 3291- miles, and follow 
the general course of the Lachlan River, at a distance of about 3 to 5 miles to 
the north of it, as far as Euabalong; thence about west by south, crossing the 
Willandra Creek in the parish of Gunnagi, county of Blaxland; thence on the 
south hank of that creek to Mossgiel, and duo west to the north-east corner of 
the pastoral holding known as “Kilfera A.” Leaving this point the line would 
take a west-north-west course, heading for Menindie, and crossing the Darling River 
there; the north hank of the Menindie Lake would be then skirted, and the previous 
bearing resumed to the southern boundary of the parish of Moorkaie, county of 
Yankowmna, where Stephens’ Creek would be crossed; thence the line would bend 
south-west to Broken Hill, ending at about 696 miles from Sydney. The works would 
he easy throughout, with the exception of the bridges over the Darling River, the 
Willandra Billabong, and Talyawalka and Stephens’ Creeks. The ruling grade 
would be 1 in 100, and the minimum radius of curves, 14 chains.

Estimated Cost.

4. The estimated cost of the railway—the length of which would bo 306-1- 
miles—is £955,063, or an average of £2,606 per mile, exclusive of land and 
compensation. The details of the proposed expenditure arc:—

Condoholin io Menindie and Broken Hill, via Mossgiel.

Condobolin, 32!)g miles to 587A miles—25G miles at £2,200 ... ... £563,200
Viaduct—10,560 lineal feet at 50s. ... ... ... ... ... 20,400
Permanent-way material—2 miles at £850 ........................................ 1.700
Laying permanont-way—3,520 lineal yards at Is....................... .. 176
537-b miles to 623 miles—35^ miles at £2,500 ... ... ... ... ...
623 miles to 630 miles—Crossing of Darling and station at Menindie ............
G30 miles to 635 miles—5 miles'at £2,500 ... ... ... ... ... ...
635 miles to 6S3 miles—4S miles at £2,300 ... ...
0S3 miles to 606 miles (Brolicn Ifill')—13 miles at £3,750 ... .. ..
Station, Broken Hill ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
Telegraph ... ... , . ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

£501,476
88.750 
90,187 
12,600

110,400
48.750 

6,000 
7,000

Total... £955,063

* Report op the Railway Commissioners.
5. The Railway Commissioners, in their Report, quote the rough estimate of 

the cost of the line from Condoholin to Broken Hill, £955,000, and £100,000 
for the rolling stock which would he needed for the proper working of the railway, 
making a total of £1,055,000 ; calculated upon this amount, theys late.the interest, 
at 3^ per cent., at £34,287, and working expenses at £25,000, or a total annual cost 
of £59,287. Subsequently the Secretary to the Railway Commissioners informed

the
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the Committee that in the event of 300,000 tons of ore being carried annually 
on the line, the item of £100,000 for rolling stock would require to be increased 
to £100,000, making the total cost £1,355,000. If, eventually, it were found 
necessary to ballast the line, this total would he considerably increased.

The Commissioners state:—“ When reporting upon the proposed extension 
of the railway from Parkes to Condobolin, under date 19th February, 1895, we 
stated that ‘ the line should be looked upon to a great extent as a part of a national 
line, ultimately being extended to serve the Lachlan district as far as Hillston, 
and later on by a further extension to Menindie on the Darling. * * * this,
together with a future extension of the Cobar line to Wilcannia, would make an 
excellent division of the central and western districts of the Colony. Ultimately the 
line will be of enormous advantage to the settlers in these districts, and will also 
largely influence the question of the present abstraction of New South Wales wool 
into Victoria, as, if the pastoralists were able to put their traffic on the railway lines 
closely adjoining their runs, it would put a stop to the cartage that now goes on 
to the Murrumbidgee River, and thence via Echuca to Melbourne.’ ” Having 
reiterated this opinion, the Commissioners point out that the consideration of this 
question is so much affected by the scheme recently reported upon by them in 
connection with an extension of the Cobar line to Broken Hill via Wilcannia 
that they “ feel obliged to refer to that scheme, and to assume the Government 
will not now proceed with the construction of that line." They believe it will be 
“ a long time before two new routes to the Darling will be necessary; but as the 
Orange and Molong line has now been extended to Parkes and Eorbes, and a further 
extension has been authorised to Condobolin," they are of opinion that “ if the 
Government decide to construct a line to Broken Hill, the Lachlan River and Menindie 
route should be adopted, as it not only affords the through connection intended to 
he given to Broken Hill, hut also gives it by means of the shortest route, and would 
enable the New South Wales railway system to conserve to itself a great deal of the 
traffic from the centre of New South Wales which is now obtained by adjoining 
colonies, and it wall also he a groat advantage to the district.” The distance from 
Sydney to Broken Hill via Wilcannia would he 734 miles, and via Parkes, Condobolin, 
and Menindie, 696 miles. With respect to the probable traffic on the railway the 
Commissioners say, “ the proposal for the construction of a line through to Broken 
Trill is of a most unique kind,'and it is impossible to estimate the traffic." They 
likewise explain that the question of constructing the line “ can only be dealt with 
from a national point of view7, and until it is opened its effect upon Broken Hill 
and the direction in which that place will trade can only he a matter of opinion, 
and any figures that we might give could not be looked upon as reliable.”

The Committee’s Inquiry.

6. The fullest inquiry has been made into the merits of the proposed line. The Com. 
There were examined before the Committee:—The Engineer-in-Chief for Railway 
Construction, who furnished detailed information as to the route, cost of the under
taking, and method of construction; the Secretary to the Railway Commissioners; 
the Draftsman-in-charge. Information Bureau, Department of Lands; the Railway 
Goods Superintendent; the Principal Assistant Engineer, Roads and Bridges Branch, 
Department of Public Works; the Chief Inspector of Mines and Superintendent of 
Diamond Drills, Department of Mines; the Chief Electoral Officer; the Chief Inspector 
of Stock; the Government Astronomer ; the Officer-in-Charge, B.abbit Branch, 
Department of Lands; the Principal Assistant Engineer of the Water Conservation 
and Irrigation Branch, Department of Public Works; the Government Geologist;
Mr. John Howell, Managing Director of The Smelting Company of Australia 
(Limited) ; Mr. George Skelton Yuill (Messrs. G. S. Yuill and Company, Limited);
Mr. Bbenezer Glencross Grant, Representative in New South Wales and Queensland 
of the Walter A. Wood Mowing and Reaping Machine Company, New York; Mr. 
William Briggs, Chairman of the Lithgow7 Coal Association; Mr. James George 
Carroll, M.P.; the Hon. Charles Augustus Goodchap, M.L.C.; Mr. Richard 
Sleath, M.P.; Mr. Thomas Waddell, M.P.; Mr. Alexander Wilson ; and the Chief 
Draftsman, Department of Lands. Subsequently a Sectional Committee inspected 
the route of the proposed railway, and took local evidence at the several centres 
between Condobolin and Broken Hill. Summary
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Summary of the Sectional Committee’s Report.

7. The report of the Sectional Committee is unfavourable to the construction 
of the line, its main reasons (vide pp. 20 and 21) being :—

1. It will not be possible at quoted rates io obtain any portion of the main
product of the Barrier mining field.

2. No great extent of agricultural settlement may be expected west of Hillston.
3. If the line be extended west from Hillston it will obtain hut little freight

which would not be secured if that place were made the terminus. The 
proposed extension would have a tendency to divert traffic west from 
Mossgiel to the Darling.

4. The competition possible from the river system, the railway systems of the
Colonics of Victoria and South Australia, and the cheapness of water 
carriage from the South Australian ports to the eastern seaboard of New 
South Wales, would necessitate such low rates being charged on the proposed 
railway that any considerable traffic could he secured only at a heavy loss.

5. Although the distance from Broken Hill to Lithgow by the proposed line is
considerably less than to the eastern coast, still the length of land carriage 
is too great to enable the New South Wales Railways to secure the trade. 
And, further, the companies owning the principal mines are already 
interested in smelting works in South Australia, and on the eastern coast 
of New South Wales.

The Sectional Committee, however, suggested that a line to Hillston, and a 
line to Menindie from Broken Hill, might receive further consideration.

Cost of Proposed Line and Annual Loss.

8. The estimated cost of construction and expenditure on rolling-stock was, at 
the opening of the inquiry, stated to be £1,055,000, and the total amuial cost £59,287. 
The ore raised at Broken Hill may be estimated as likely to he for the immediate 
future not less than 600,000 tons per annum. The Railway Commissioners estimate 
that to provide sufficient rolling-stock to carry half that quantity would necessitate 
a further expenditure of £300,000, and also state that a lino to carry this traffic 
would require to he ballasted and generally constructed in a more stable manner than 
that proposed, which would further increase the cost. The Engincer-in-Chief for 
Railway Construction is of opinion that the line proposed could carry the traffic, hut 
believes that the Commissioners would gradually ballast it. The Railway Commis
sioners also regard the question of the working of so great an amount of traffic over 
the steep grades on the Western Line—in addition to the ordinary traffic—as one 
requiring very serious consideration, and which probably would involve its duplica
tion for a considerable distance.

Possibility of obtaining Ore as Ereight from Broken Hill.

9. The importance of Broken Hill and its trade is established beyond doubt; 
but the matter for the Committee to decide is not that of the stability or importance 
of Broken Hill alone, but whether it is possible for this Colony to give the town and 
district any means of communication which will be more beneficial to its enterprise 
and more advantageous to its inhabitants than those at present in existence. The 
question, therefore, is not the volume of trade, hut the trend of freight.

Before entering into the consideration of this matter, which virtually controls 
the whole position as far as the Barrier district is concerned, it is well to point out 
that in the immediate future there is a great probability of a considerable change in 
the industry at present in existence at Broken Hill. The establishment upon the 
eastern coast of Australia of various smelting-works, able to deal not only with 
lead and silver, but also with zinc, makes it fairly certain that the difference in 
the cost of freight between Port Piric and Europe, and between Port Pirie and 
our eastern seaboard, will cause all the ore raised in Broken Hill to he treated in 
Australia. (It is stated that 41 per cent, of the ore using the railway at present 
eventually reaches Europe.) Therefore, nearly all the product of Broken Hill, 
instead of going abroad for treatment, will, in some form or other, reach the smelting 
and concentrating -works on the eastern coast. It is contended by some that

there
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there will he a complete abandonment of the system of treatment of ores on the 
Barrier locally; but the Committee are of opinion that this statement may be too 
sweeping, but that there will be a very considerable reduction of the amount of 
ore treated locally, which will remove the necessity for the importation of a large 
quantity of coal, and will almost completely destroy the demand for coke. Therefore, 
from the mining standpoint, the question to be decided will not be so materially 
affected by the freights of coal and coke as of ore. There appears to have been 
some misapprehension with regard to the amount of coal required to treat a ton 
of silver ore. It has been stated that approximately 3-| tons of coal are required 
for that purpose. It was, however, staled by the Manager of the Proprietary Mine 
that approximately it takes 93 tons of coal to treat 100 tons of average silver ore 
raised from that mine. Of this, approximately 9 tons arc required for extracting 
and dressing the ore and other operations connected therewith, and the balance for 
the recovery of the contained metals. The Manager of the Proprietary states that 
the 31 tons of coal mentioned might probably he required for the recovery of zinc 
from the residue of the ore. The Committee have no reason to doubt this informa
tion. If it be so, as far as the mines are concerned, it would appear to be 
immaterial to the enterprise whether the coal be brought to the ore for the first 
portion of its treatment, or the ore to the coal, and then the residue from which 
the zinc is to he extracted be sent to where the coal is mined, the quantities in the 
extracting of zinc being stated to be in the proportion of 3 to 1. There is a 
consensus of opinion that the operations in future at Broken Hill will be principally 
confined to the raising of ore, and that the principal ore-treating appliances will 
he on the eastern seaboard. The manager of the Central Silver-mining Company 
states that 75 per cent, of the ore raised would eventually reach the eastern sea
board. The Proprietary Company expect to raise about 320,000 tons next year. 
It is not possible to obtain in detail the amount of ore likely to he raised on the 
whole of the Barrier field. It is, however, probable that a large quantity will he 
raised; and if present conditions continue, a great demand is likely to he sustained 
which the field can supply for many years to come. But on this point it may 
again he emphasised that it is not a question of the quantity obtainable, hut of the 
amount of freight which would ho furnished by it to the railway. This is dependent 
upon the freight charges that can he offered by the railway system of this Colony 
in comparison with the charges of the Silvcrton tramway, and the South Australian 
railway to Port Piric, added to the sea freight to the eastern seaboard.

In estimating the rates to he charged, only one basis can he taken—that 
laid down by the Hallway Commissioners. It was stated that the rate for bringing 
crude ore 696 miles would he 29s. per' ton. To land it at Eskbank would cost 
£1 5s. per ton; at Wollongong, £1 11s. 5d. per ton; at Newcastle, £1 12s. 6d. 
per ton. With regard to these rates, the Committee, although they feel bound to 
accept them in making their comparison, would point out that it is stated with 
sufficient definiteness to justify belief that the South Australian Government have 
decided in carry carbonate and lead concentrates at the same rate, 9s. per ton, 
as sulphides to Port Pirie, which is approximately -Id. per ton per mile. If South 
Australia, with a 3-ft. 6-in. gauge, and inferior rolling-stock, can afford to carry at 
this rate, it is clear that New South Wales should be able to make a considerable 
profit at the same rate, having infinitely superior rolling stock and a broader gauge. 
The Committee are, however, aware that the Kailway Commissioners of Victoria 
state that on the Victorian system of railways the rate of Id. per ton is scarcely 
remunerative. They have been unable to obtain any information as to the actual 
cost of the service rendered by South Australia. It is possible that the South 
Australian authorities regard it as wise to work the lesser length of line to reach their 
sea-board at tbe minimum of profit, or even at a loss, in order to secure the incidental 
advantages from the trade. The present rate from Broken Hill to Port Pirie 
for oxidised ore is 15s. lOd. per ton; sulphide ore, 13s. per ton,—being an average 
of 14s. 5d. per ton; 5s. 6d. per ton being added for carriage by sea to the eastern 
seaboard, gives 19s. lid. per ton total freight. Comparing tins with the rate to 
be charged on the proposed railway, a loss would be sustained of 11s. 6d. per ton 
to Wollongong, 12s. 7d. per ton to Newcastle, and 5s. Id. to Lithgow. But the 
cost of freight from Broken Hill to Port Piric after the end of the year will he 
12s. 3d. per ton. Therefore, the total cost to reach the eastern seaboard in 1897

will
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will bo 17s. 9d. pei* torij which will in each instance increase the loss. Taking 
the greatest of the three, viz., to Newcastle, where large works are being erected 
for the treatment of the ore, and taking 500,000 tons as the quantity to be sent, 
the loss on quoted rates by using tbe proposed railway would be about £368,000 
to the mines. To Lithgow the loss would be approximately one-half. In figures 
of this magnitude it is immaterial which are taken; either prove conclusively 
that if the rates quoted by the Railway Commissioners be adhered to, the present 
opportunities of approaching Broken Hill are so much more advantageous than 
that offered by the proposed railway, that to secure as freight the main product of 
the district is impossible. This, however, does not complete the case, for if the rail
way were constructed Broken Hill would stand in this position : Taking Newcastle 
as the basis, there would be approximately 800 miles of laud carnage. To 
Wollongong it would be a little less, and to Lithgow 200 miles less. Newcastle 
may, therefore be regarded as the extreme case. Brom Broken Hill to Port Pirie 
is a distance of 253 miles. It is stated that the country between Broken Hill and 
Port Piric, via Silverton, offers no engineering difficulties whatever, and that Port 
Pirie is a secure port in all weather, at present able to accommodate a boat drawing 
18 ft. 6 in. of water, and capable of being considerably deepened at a moderate cost. 
Therefore if a battle were fought for the trade of the Barrier district, South Australia 
would probably expedite the improvement of the grades now in process towards 
Port Pirie. The Sectional Committee were informed that for £50,000 a grade of 
1 in 74, could be obtained right through, and this work is now in progress. The 
Silverton tramway, Avhich is virtually an extension of the South Australian system, 
would fall in with the arrangement, and the railway from Broken Hill to Port Pirie 
could be constructed on easier grades than those generally prevailing on the New 
South Wales route. Still, further, if South Australia found herself handicapped by 
the narrow gauge, she has it in her power, at an expenditure stated to be about 
£300,000, to lay down a 4-ft. Si-in. gauge to Port Pirie, equipped as thoroughly as 
the New South Wales competing line, and could therefore carry to Port Pirie as 
cheaply per mile as the Ncav South Wales railway. Since this Colony AArould have 
to draw 800 miles to reach XeAvcastte, and South Australia would only have to 
draw 253 miles to reach the seaboard—Ncav South Wales Avouid be compelled to 
carry tbc difference in distance, 547 miles, at the same cost as the sea journey from 
Port Pirie to Newcastle. The sea freight has already been stated at 5s. 6d. per ton. 
Therefore, New South Wales Avouid have to carry ore at about one-eighth of a penny 
per mile over 517 miles, or at one-fourth the rate quoted as the lowest by the 
Commissioners in order to secure the trade.

If the case of Lithgow be taken, the distance from the Barrier being 
GOO miles, we find that the sea carriage represents, on the basis referred to in 
comparison Avith NeAvcastle, 317 miles of land carriage. Therefore, the freight, in 
order to equalise matters, should he reduced to about one-fifth of a penny per mile.

It Avas stated that an agreement had been made by the Mining Companies on 
the Barrier to use the Silverton Tramway for a term of seAren years for all ore going 
west; the Silvcrton Tramway Company apparently not fearing any competition to 
the east. It appears that this arrangement is almost complete; but some Avitnesses 
although individually sure of its existence, were not able to produce a copy of tbe 
agreement to gNe definite information to the Committee. There is, however, no 
reason to doubt its existence. That being so, if New South Wales, instead of 
stopping at Broken Hill, pushed on her line to Cockburn, even this length at present 
would not be used for the conveyance of the main product of the Barrier District.

Those most interested in the carriage of the ore, it may he inferred, are 
the large companies employed in raising it. If an unfair rate is being levied 
upon them it might be expected that they Avouid .protest against it. But instead 
of this being the case, Avith the exception of the Proprietary Mine, no evidence was 
forthcoming, and it Avas only by the exercise of the poAvers conferred upon the 
Committee by the Public Works Act, that the Sectional Committee were able to 
obtain any evidence at all from the mine managers. Those primarily interested in 
low freights treat the question of connection with Sydney Avith something more 
than indifference, and regard any possibility of relief as being so remote that it is 
more to their interest to propitiate the oAvners of the means of communication at 
present in existence, which they look upon as likely to be their only outlet for many 
years to come, and possibly to remain permanently their road to the seaboard.

Port
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Port Pirie has been taken as the port of shipment; the depth of water there 
is stated to he 18 ft. 6 in., but the Committee have not lost sight of the fact that it is 
stated a boat drawing 24 ft. 6 in. can now trade to Port Augusta, the distance to it 
from Broken Hill being some HO miles more than to Port Pirie.

Character of Country and Freights (other than Ore) which would be '
FURNISHED BY THE DISTRICT INTERSECTED BY THE RAILWAY.

10. A full description of the country traversed by, and adjacent to, the Character or 
proposed railway will be found in the Sectional Committee’s Report. It is not, f^gh^(other 
therefore, necessary to again describe it in detail. It is sufficient to state that, than ore) 
irrespective of the quality of the soil, the amount of rainfall divides the country famished 
(in the absence of irrigation) where agricultural settlement is possible from that ^the dhitrici. 
which, for the present, the State will be wise to regard as purely pastoral land. The |£e ^Uway. 7 
rainfall, beyond wbicb it is unwise to stimulate agricultural settlement at present, ■
may be stated at a minimum of about 15 inches. The Committee do not absolutely 
condemn all agricultural occupation in localities with a less rainfall, but are of 
opinion that the State, being possessed of large areas of laud where climatic advantages 
are more satisfactory, the maturing of crops more regular, and the return for the 
expenditure of labour more certain, should not offer inducements to the agriculturist 
to occupy lands subject to less satisfactory local conditions.

Hillston, on the Lachlan, may be regarded as the furthest western limit 
which, with the present knowledge, can be considered suitable for the growth of 
cereals.

Therefore, from Hillston the country lying easterly between the Murrumbidgee 
and the Lachlan may be regarded as an area where fair results may attend on agri
cultural settlement. In this country farmers may be settled and traffic be expected 
from cereals, fat stock, wool, and such supplies as are required by a considerable 
farming population.

West from Hillston must be regarded as pastoral country. The freight to 
be obtained beyond that place will consist principally of wool, some fat stock, and 
station supplies. The population between the Lachlan and the Darling will in all 
probability remain sparse for many years to come.

Competition to be expected in obtaining Freight on the proposed

Railway.

11. The competition for the traffic of the country proposed to be secured by competition 
this railway would arise from: — b“ eirected

^ • in obtaining
1. The railway at Hay. froight: the

b " * proposed
2. River carriage on the Murrumbidgee. railway.
3. Land carriage to the Murray and river carnage.
4. The Victorian railways.
5. River carriage on the Darling. ,
6. The South Australian railways.

The details of cost of freights will be found in tbe Sectional Committee’s 
Report. If a railway fvere constructed to Hillston it is probable that the cost of 
road carriage to the Murrumbidgee, or the Hay line, would enable all traffic to he 
secured to this point, and that of the country southwards towards Booligal, and west 
as far as Mossgiel or Ivanhoe.

Beyond Hillston there is a great possibility, almost a certainty, that the wool 
would travel west in order to use the cheap carriage offered by the river system and 
thus reach the railways of the sister Colonies, using only a section of the New South 
Wales railways.

Question
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Question op Pkeight.

12. The question of freight may be summarised as follows :—

1. Little ore would be obtained as freight.

2. Agricultural produce could not be expected west from Hillston.

B. No wool could be obtained far west from Hillston.

4. Wool produced beyond Hillston would use only the line to Menindie.

6. West from Hillston there would be but a sparse population requiring stores 
or transit.

Kailway to Hillston, and Railway from Broken Hill to Menindie.

Hiikton Md 13- These matters have received special consideration from the Sectional
Rahway’from Committee.
Broken Hill
to Menindie. . The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works are of opinion that 

it may be permissible to construct works not resting on a profitable freight basis if 
the advantage to Crown lands be such as to compensate for any immediate shortage 
of revenue if settlement is likely to become sufficiently extensive to convert the loss 
into a profit within a reasonable time. The suggestions made by the Sectional 
Committee are worthy of consideration; but the fullest investigation is necessary 
before the State finally binds itself to execute any works entailing large expenditure.

_ In such schemes there should be no great disproportion between the expen
diture which the Government is called upon to undertake in comparison with the 
advantage to be gained by tbe localities to be benefited and the incidental advantage 
to the Colony.

National Aspect op the Proposed Railway.

SpiTofUe „ 14' It has been suggested that the whole project rests upon a national basis,
proposed What constitutes a national basis has not been explained by any witnesSj nor have the 
railway. Committee, since the inception of the inquiry, been able to discover what the advocates

of the line mean by the expression. Moreover, the Committee are specially enjoined 
by tbe Act under "which they work to consider the profitableness of any proposed 
line. They, however, feel justified in making reference to some of the national 
aspects of the question winch present themselves to them. They arc

1. Should Sydney become the capital of Federated Australia, it would be well
that she should he as closely connected as possible with the other parts of 
the Continent by means of railway communication.

2. When a Trans-Continental line is extended to Port Darwin, or a line
constructed from Western Australia to South Australia, there will he 
stronger reasons than at present exist for the construction of a railway 
from the eastern seaboard to Broken Hill.

3. It is possible that the question of uniformity of gauge in the Australian
Colonies may have to be determined and might ho influenced by the 
proposed railway.

4. The effect which railway construction has in enhancing the value of lands in
the possession of the State.

6. The creation of community of interest. Community of interest does not 
spring from the construction of a railway, but from the use of it; and no 
national purpose is served by the creation of inferior facilities when there 
are in existence cheaper opportunities for reaching the same place.

6. The time which would elapse in reaching the metropolis from a far distant 
centre, such as Broken Hill, becomes important if the volume of trade or 
the number of passengers is likely to be great. In this case there appears 
to be no probability of any great volume of traffic, nor would there he a 
sufficiently large passenger traffic to justify the expenditure.

Conclusion
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■ Conclusion arrived at by the Committee.
• 15. After taking fully into consideration tlie national aspect of the case, the

special claims which far distant localities have upon the State, and the advantages 7
claimed as likely to arise from the construction of the line, the Committee mittee. 
cannot recommend Parliament to construct a line which at best could furnish 
but a more expensive means of transit than that which at present obtains over much 
of the country to be traversed, and which would entail an annual loss of about 
£60,000 upon the railway system of this Colony.

Resolution or the Committee.
16. The following extract from the Minutes of Proceedings of 21st October,

1896, shows the resolution arrived at by the Committee:— committee.
Mr. Trickett moved,—‘‘ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is not expedient the proposed 

railway from Condoholin to Broken Hill, as referred to the Committee hy the Legislative 
. Assembly, be carried, out.”

Mr. Fegan seconded the motion, which, after discussion, was passed unanimously.

THOS. EWING, '
. Chairman.

OfiB.ce of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
Sydney, 10th December, 1896.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

RAILWAY FROM CONDOBOLIN TO BROKEN HILL.

REPORT.

Tile Sectional Committee appointed to inspect and take evidence with reference to 
the proposed extension of the railway from Condoholin to Broken Hill beg to 
report that they have visited the district through which the survey for the line has 
been made; have, where possible, traversed its route; examined witnesses, and 
obtained information generally in regard to the project. -

The Sectional Committee—consisting of T. T. Ewing, Esq., M.P., Chairman, 
the Hon. W. J. Trickett, M.L.C., J. L. Eegan, Esq., M.P., and T. H. Hassall, Esq., 
M.P.,—left the Redfern Railway Station at 1015 a.m. on Saturday, 5th September. 
Upon arrival at Lithgow they were met by the Mayor and several of the prominent 
residents of the district, and forthwith paid a visit of inspection to the local iron
works, the smelting-works now in process of erection for the Cobar Copper-mining 
Co., and the cokeworks at the Yale Colliery. At 7‘30 p.m. they met at the Council 
Chambers, when the following witnesses were examined:—Mr. Bracey, Mayor of 
Lithgow; Mr. Ryan, editor of the Lithgow Mercury; Mr. Sandford, proprietor of 
the Eskbank Colliery and Ironworks; Mr. Blackwell, A.M.I.C.E., manager of the 
Vale Colliery; Mr. Wilton, colliery proprietor; and Mr. Bragg, part proprietor of 
the Oakey Park Colliery.

The Committee left Lithgow at 32'50 a.m. on Monday, 7th September, and 
proceeded hy train to Parkes, where they arrived at 11 o’clock. Continuing their 
journey by coach, they reached Bogan Gate at 3Ay p.m., and arrived at Condobolin 
at 1 p.m. the following day.

On Wednesday, 9th September, the Committee met at the Royal Hall, Con
dobolin, at 10 a.m., and examined Mr. Burnet, Mayor of Condobolin; Mr. Innes, 
Council Clerk; Mr. Rabinowitch, storekeeper; Mr. Cochrane, book-keeper for Messrs. 
Nicholson and Reymond, Hour-mil 1 and saw-mill proprietors ; Mr. Boufller, farmer; 
and Mr. 'White, general commission agent. They concluded their inquiry at I'20 
p.m., and left next morning at 9‘30 a.m. for Euabalong, via Cugong. They met at 
Byrnes’ Hotel, Cugong, at 7'15 p.m., when. Mr. Byrnes, hotel-keeper and selector, 
and Mr. Evans, miner and selector, were sworn and examined.

The Committee left Cugong at 9’30 a.m. on Friday, 11th September, and 
arrived at Euabalong at noon. They met at Cabot’s Hotel at 4 p.m., and examined 
Mr. Edgar, grazier; Mr. Small, post and telegraph master; Mr. Wyer, senior- 
constable of police ; and Mr. McLean, storeman.

The Committee left Euabalong at 9'30 a.m. on Saturday, 12th September, 
and arrived at Lake Cudgeilico at 12‘15 p.m. Luring the afternoon they paid a 
visit of inspection to the Government weir and flood-gates in Lake Creek. At 7 p.m. 
they opened their inquiry at the School of Arts, when Mr. Brookes, farmer; Mr. 
Muie, secretary to the Progress Committee ; Mr. Maclnnes, selector ; Mr. Edwards, 
postmaster; Mr. Knight, prospector; and Mr. M.‘Ewan, storekeeper, were sworn 
and examined. Continuing their inquiry at 9‘30 a.m. on Monday, Mr. M£Kellar, 
Wooyco Station ; Mr. Orr, pastoralist; Mr. Campbell, Euabalong Station ; and Mr. 
Volkman, farmer, were examined. At 2 p.m., tbc Committee resumed their journey, 
and arrived at Mcrri-Merrigal at 5'30 p.m. On Tuesday, 15th September, the 
Committee mot at Mcrri-Merrigal at S'30 a.m., and, having examined Mr. Broatcb, 
manager of the station, they proceeded to Hillston, via Hunthawong. Ln route 
they inspected the weir in the Lachlan, below the entrance to the Willandra 
Billabong, and the weir now in course of construction at the Middle Billabong, and

arrived
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arrived at Hunthawong at 5'30 p.m. In the evening, Mr. Cummings, homestead 
lessee, was examined, and before leaving, on Wednesday, the evidence of Mr. 
M‘Pherson, manager of Hunthawong and Willandra Stations, was taken.

The Committee arrived at Hillston at noon on Wednesday, 16th September, 
and opened their inquiry at the Court-house at 2-30 p.m., the witnesses being Mr. 
Yarcoe, miller; Mr. Nixon, farmer, Gunbar; Mr. Thomas, farmer, Gunbar; Mr. 
J: R. Varcoe, farmer, Hillston; Mr. Cadell, inspector of stock; and Mr. Fullerton, 
storekeeper. The inquiry was continued on Thursday, 17th September, when Mr. 
Arnott, post and telegraph master; Mr. Stewart, commission agent and Mayor of 
Hillston; Mr. Cowley, land tax assessor; and Mr. Sawtell, sergeant of police, 
were examined. Mr. Nixon and Mr. Cadell were recalled, and further examined. 
During the afternoon the members of the Committee were driven round the district 
and inspected the wheat-fields in the locality. The inquiry was concluded, so far as 
Hillston was concerned, on Friday, 18th September, when Mr. Milthorpe, farmer, 
Lake Cudgeilico ; Mr. Marsh, acting Crown Lands agent; and Mr. Hook, farmer, 
Hillston, were examined, and Messrs. Stewart, Fullerton, and Cadell were recalled, 
and further examined. Later in the day the Committee inspected Mr. Yarcoe’s 
flour-mill.

The Committee left Hillston at 9'30 a.m. on Saturday, 19th September, their 
departure having been delayed by the heavy state of the roads, consequent upon wot 
weather; they arrived at Roto at 5 p.m., and in the evening examined Mr. Hyndman, 
book-keeper, Roto Station; next day they left Roto at 10 a.m., and arrived at Big 
Willandra at 6 p.m.; on Monday, 21st September, met at Big Willandra at 815 
a.m., and examined Mr. Laird, manager of the station, and Mr. Cummings, the 
surveyor engaged upon that portion of the route lying between Mossgiel and 
Hillston. Leaving Big Willandra at 10 a.m., they arrived at Mossgiel at 6'45 p.m.

The Committee met at tlie Court-house, Mossgiel, at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, 
22nd September. Mr. Cameron, grazier; Mr. Broughton, acting stock inspector; 
Mr. Chcriton, farmer; and Mr. Wilson, farmer and grazier, were examined. The 
Committee, at 1 p.m., adjourned for an hour, when Mr. Abrahams, storekeeper; Mr. 
MTnncs, storekeeper and homestead lessee; Mr. Parsons, grazier; Mr. Brush, grazier; 
and Mr. Capewell, senior-sergeant of police, were examined. Mr. Cameron was 
recalled, and further examined. The Committee left Mossgiel at 8-30 a.m. on the 
following day, and 8 miles from the township were met by Mr. Little, the surveyor 
engaged upon the route between Mossgiel and Menindie. Mr. Little was sworn and 
examined, and then accompanied the party as far as Kilfera, which was reached at 
4*30 p.m. The Committee met at Kilfera at 8 p.m., it having been arranged that 
tbe Ivanhoe witnesses should give their evidence at Kilfera instead of at Ivanhoe, in 
order to save the Committee an unnecessary journey of 15 miles. In pursuance of 
this arrangement, Mr. Williamson, storekeeper, Ivanhoe; Mr. Villa, storekeeper, 
Ivanhoe; Mr. Cameron, manager of Marfield Station; and Mr. Herbert Lloyd, 
manager of Baden Park Station, attended, and were examined. Mr. Webb, paid 
owner and manager of Kilfera Station, was also sworn and examined.

The Committee left Kilfera for Menindie at 12'30 p.m. on Thursday, arriving 
at Beelpajah at 5*30 p.m. the same afternoon, Next day they continued their 
journey as far as German Tank, where they stayed the night. Leaving German 
Tank at 7*30 a.m. on Saturday, 26th September, they arrived at Bulla Bulka at 
4*30 p.m. Mr. Angus McCallum, overseer, Tolarno Station, and Mr. Jamieson, 
station employee, were sworn, and examined. The Committee left Bulla Bulka next 
day (Sunday) at 8*30 a.m. At 2 p.m. they stopped at the Toorincaca Bore, and 
obtained from Mr. Gardiner, who is in charge of the bore, a statement as to the 
strata passed through and of the work done up In date. Continuing their journey 
they reached Amphitheatre at 5*30 p.m,, and stayed there until 1 a.m. on Monday, 
28th September, arriving at Menindie at 8 a.m. the same morning. In the afternoon 
the Committee paid a visit of inspection to the Menindie Meat Preserving Company’s 
Works, 4 miles from Menindie, and afterwards to Lake Pammamaroo, where an 
attempt is being made to permanently shut out the Darling water in order to allow 
of the cultivation and irrigation of the dry bed of the lake.

The Committee opened their inquiry at the Court-house, Menindie, at 10 a.m. 
on Tuesday, 29th September, when the following witnesses were examined :—Mr. 
Davies, accountant and secretary to the Menindie Boiling Down and Meat Preserving

" Co.
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Co. (Limited); Mr. Besely, manager; Mr. Coates, meat expert; Mr. Klemm, 
storekeeper; Mr. Haines, manager, “Crown Hotel” ; Mr. Maiden, grazier; and Mr. 
Scobie. Mr. Faust, storekeeper, made an affirmation and was examined.

The Committee left Menindie for Broken Hill at 3-15 p.m. on Wednesday, 
30th September. They stayed the night at Kars, and arrived at Broken Hill at 
noon the next day.

The Committee met at the Town Hall, Broken Hill, at 10 a.m. on Friday, 
2nd October (the previous day having been a. public holiday), when the following 
witnesses were sworn and examinedMr. Souter, Mayor of Broken Hill; Mr. 
Bley, traffic manager, Silverton Tramway Co.; Mr. Oswald, mercantile agent 
and sharebroker; Mr. Isaac, auctioneer; Mr. Stewart, manager of the Broken 
Hill Proprietary Silver-mining Company (Limited); Mr. Boan, soft goods importer; 
Mr. Maddox, sub-collector oi Customs ; Mr. Swcetapple, mining contractor; Mr. 
Quinn, hotel-keeper; Mr. Maiden, grazier ; Mr. Hyde, wood merchant; Mr. 
Alderman Wright; and Mr. Counsell, accountant. The Committee adjourned 
at 5 p.m,, and afterwards inspected the surface as well as the underground work
ings on the Proprietary Company’s property, returning to the hotel at midnight. 
Their inquiry was resumed at tlie Town Hall tlie following day at 10 a.m., when 
Mr. Eley and Mr. Maddox were further examined, together with Mr. Bryce, 
auctioneer; Mr. Whysall, post and telegraph master; Mr. Gluyass, general manager. 
Broken Hill South Gold-mining Company; Mr. Warren, manager, Block 10 Silver
mining Company; Mr. Adams, manager, Central Silver-mining Company ; Mr. 
English, surveyor; Mr. Fielder, builder; Mr. Froman, produce merchant; and 
Mr. Wilks, inspector of stock. Subsequently the Committee, accompanied by the 
Mayor and Aldermen and other residents of Broken Hill, visited the water supply 
works at Stephen’s Creek, about 13 miles from the town.

. . T]ie Committee left Broken Hill at 7’15 p.m. on Sunday, 1th October, 
arriving at Adelaide next day at 10-40 a.m. In the afternoon they met at the 
Deputation Rooms, Department of Public Works, when Mr. Pendleton, Commissioner 
of Railways, made a statement with regard to grades, means of transit to Port Victor, 
Port Adelaide, Port Augusta, and Port Pirie, the supply of materials likely to be 
carried to and from the Barrier Field, and other matters pertaining to the inquiry.

- Mr. Alexander Moncrieff, Engineer-in-Chief, also submitted a statement. On Tues
day, 6th October, the Committee met at the “South Australian Club Hotel,’ 
Adelaide, at 10a,m,, to consider their report, and were engaged in its consideration 
until 9 p.m. Next day they interviewed Mr. W. R. Cave, merchant, of Adelaide, 
with regard to shipping freights and fares from the various South Australian ports 
at which the Broken Hill traffic can be dealt with. The Committee left Adelaide at 
4-30 p.m, the same day, arriving in Melbourne at noon on Thursday, 8th October. 
At 2-30 p.m. they had an interview with Mr. Maenicol, secretary of the Silverton 
Tramway Company. . On Eriday, 9th October, the Committee obtained a statement 
from Mr. H. C. Mais, late Engineer-in-Chief of Railways, South Australia, and 
engineer for the construction of the Silverton tramway, leaving Melbourne hy 
express train at 5-15 p.m., and arriving at Sydney at ’l2'30 p.m. on Saturdav, 
10th October. " ' ^

_ Ou Wednesday, 14th October, the Committee met at the office of the 
Parliamentary [standing Committee on Public Works, and further considered their 
Draft Report. On Thursday, 15th October, the Report was adopted, and signed by 
the Chairman. 1

1. Desckli’Tion op Country travehsed by the Committee and Remarks with
RESPECT TO MATTERS WHICH ARE OP IMPORTANCE WITH REGARD TO THE
PRODUCTIVENESS OP THE AREA APPECTED BY THE PROPOSED RAILWAY,

The road hy which the Committee proceeded from Condobolin to Euabalong 
follows the north hank of the Lachlan River, passing through the pastoral pro
perties of Kiacatoo and Booheroi.

The country traversed may he generally described as low-lying flats covered 
with box, open plain, and gravelly or sandy ridges, upon which grows chiefly pine 
and yarran. The Committee were informed that further hack from the river the 
land was overgrown with mallee and pine scrub. The land on the south side of the 
river was said to he similar to that over which the Committee travelled.

From
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From Euabalong to Cudgeilico the road continues on the northern bank of 
the Lachlan for about 9 miles; then it crosses the river, and bears in a southerly 
direction to Cudgeilico, a distance of 18 miles. The country traversed comprises 
open plains interspersed with belts of bos, and, after crossing the river, gravelly 
ridges and loose soil, upon which grow bos, pine, wilga, yarran, and a little mallee. 
A considerable portion of the soil is suitable for tbe growth of cereals; bid; 
there is little evidence of agricultural occupation, there being but one cultivation 
paddock of any importance in view of the road, that being near Cudgeilico.

■ Cudgeilico is a small township situated upon the southern side of the lake 
from which it takes its name. The lakes in the vicinity when full are said to have 
a circumference of nearly 60 miles. Cudgeilico Lake is surrounded by low sloping 
hills, with long tongues of low-lying land covered ■with box, some of which serve to 
carry the flood-waters to lakes during dry seasons, separating their basins. Jhc 
Committee were informed that on two occasions the whole of the lakes were abso
lutely dry. They are filled hy the overflow of Lake Cudgeilico, which in its turn 
derives its water from the Lachlan by a small creek known locally as Lake Creek. 
The Committee inspected the flood-gates erected in this creek, about 4 miles 
from the township, wbicb were designed to prevent tbe outflow of water from Lake 
Cudgeilico during times ■when tbe Lachlan is low. The construction is of a primitive 
description, calculated to seriously impede the flow into the lake, unless at times of 
high flood, and stated to be ineffective in preventing the outflow when tbc river is 
falling.

At Cudgeilico tbe soil is red and loamy, tbe country consisting of open plains 
interspersed with belts of box and pine ridges. The pine scrub becomes dense as 
Uabba Gap is approached, where, for a few miles, tlie ground is broken and 
gravelly; but beyond the Gap, and right on to Hillston, except whore the ridge 
approaches close to the river at one point above Willanthry, tbe land may be 
described as open plains interspersed with belts of box, with good flats on the river- 
hank running hack into open plains, much of the land being more suitable for 
pastoral than for agricultural occupation. Eehind these plains, and at times 
approaching more closely to the river, are large areas of light, loamy soil, suitable, 
when cleared, for agriculture.

The evidence taken at Cudgeilico was to tbe effect that wheat could be grown 
in the district with reasonable certainty of a profitable crop ; that tlie woo] produced 
was of good quality, but that tbe district was suffering primarily from isolation and 
from the rabbit pest. There was, further, always some danger of drought.

There is no evidence of recent progress in tbe district, except adjacent to Hillston. 
Many years ago mining enterprise at Cudgeilico was hopeful, but, although there 
are abundant evidences of auriferous deposits, they have not been profitably worked 
up to the present. Years ago, when the pastoralists were improving their properties, 
there was a considerable amount of work-in the district; but these improvements 
having been made, there is depression amongst those who were accustomed to profit 
hy the employment thus afforded.

Erom Cudgeilico the road for the first few miles passes through Wooyco run, 
until it approaches the Gap in the TJabba Eange, whence, to within a mile of the 
Merri Merrigal homestead, a distance of about 12 miles, it passes through Uabba 
Kun. Erom the homestead it traverses Merri Merrigal and Hunthawong holdings 
for a distance of about 28 miles, and so to Hillston.

There has not been any extensive alienation of land lying back from the river; 
but large purchases have been made on tlie frontages, Merri Merrigal having 30,000 
or 40,000 acres of purchased land within 4 miles of the river. There is also a large 
area of freehold upon Hunthawong. Towards Hillston, and here and there along 
the route, some land is in the occupation of selectors, but these holdings form hut 
a small portion of the total area.

Between Merri Merrigal and Willanthry the Committee inspected the weir 
immediately below the junction of the Willandra Billabong—which weir has been 
erected to force the Lachlan water up the billabong—which reaches as far west as 
a point south from the track between Beelpajah and German Tank.

Erom Hillston, after crossing to tlie west bank of the Lachlan, about 8 miles 
from tbe town, the Committee followed the stock route running in a north-westerly 
direction to Bofo. The
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The country between the Willandra Billabong and the Lachlan is held partly 
by some half-dozen homestead lessees, and partly by the lessees of Big Willandra 
station. West from the stock route, the land forms part of North Marrowie 
pastoral holding, and there are also a few homestead lessees in occupation. '

This part of the district may be described as consisting principally of open 
plains, intersected by low sand-hills, on which there is some pine scrub. The 
timber upon the plains is chiefly box, with some myall upon the low-lying land.

About two miles from the river is Marrowie Creek. A weir across the Lachlan 
is in course of construction, near the middle billabong, some distance below 
Hunthawong station. It is anticipated the weir will turn the water of the river into 
the creek, thence into Box Creek, and so into Lake Pitai Punga and Lake Paika, 
until it reaches the Murrumbidgee, some 20 miles north from Balranald. Marrowie 
Creek is, on the average (though the distance is less to the north), about 15 or 20 
miles distant from the Lachlan and the Murrumbidgee.

Itoto station is situated upon tlie Willandra Billabong, up wbicb tbe flood- 
water from the Lachlan was running in a steady stream at the time of the visit of 
the Committee. .

The line as located by tbe Department on tbe north side of tbe Lachlan, 
between Boto and Euabalong, was described by many witnesses as being on the edge 
of the good country, mallee being met with a short distance beyond the line north 
fromlloto homestead. It is said that it covers an extent of country 50 miles by 20 
miles, although broken here and there by better country. Going westward the 
mallee is said to cover a large part of Coombie and part of Trida and country to the 
north therefrom.

Generally speaking, the land adjacent to tbc proposed line is regarded as 
inferior for pastoral purposes, and not likely to be used foiv agriculture for a great 
many years. Erom Boto tbe Committee traversed the country adjacent to tbe 
proposed line, passing through North Narromiue, Big Willandra, Moolbong, 
and Boondara holdings to Mossgiel. This country consists of level open plains, 
with a narrow belt of box along the ’Willandra billabong, and close to the 
shallow depressions in wbicb water rests for a short time after rain. These plains 
are thickly covered with a white flowering plant locally known as daisy, which has 
taken the place of more valuable herbage, and is itself comparatively valueless for 
fodder, but trefoil and barley grass were growing wherever water was lying after a 
recent storm. Towards Mossgiel the herbage consists' chiefly of silver grass and 
crow-foot. In parts considerable areas are covered with roly-poly, and the low-lying 
land with lignum. Close to the township blue bush is met with. A great portion 
of this land is unsuitable for wlieat-growing, though there are large areas of suitable 
soil from wbicb tolerable crops might at times be expected were tbc rainfall sufficient.

Erom Mossgiel the road passes through Mossgiel Holding for 28 miles, and 
then through Kilfera Holding, close to the homestead, 35 miles from Mossgiel. On 
Mossgiel Holding there are said to he four homestead leases. Eor the first 12 miles 
the country consists of open red and black soil plains. Blue-bush is then met with, 
the land upon which this shrub grows being suitable for wheat-growing with a 
sufficient rainfall. This country is succeeded by open plains, intersected with small 
belts of scrub, and, for some few miles near Kilfera Homestead, salt-bush occurs.

A considerable portion of the land traversed appeared to be inundated by 
flood-waters at times. After leaving Kilfera open plains and red sandy hills are 
crossed, until near Beelpajah, where the country becomes undulating, there are shallow 
depressions forming lakes after wet weather, but frequently they are but swamps or -
completely dry. Similar country continues on to German Tank. The principal 
timber is belar, with occasional belts of mallee, pine, and yarran, interspersed with 
leopard wood, currant-bush, and apple-bush. There are small patches of blue-bush, 
salt-hush, and cotton-bush, the principal grasses being barley grass, trefoil, and, in 
places, largo quantities of silver grass and crowfoot. Considerable areas would be 
suitable for wheat if the rainfall were sufficient.

After leaving German Tank there is no material change in the character of the 
country until about 6 miles west of Bulla Bulka, when the soil becomes sandy, and 
stunted pine and sandalwood make their appearance, interspersed with belts of blue- 
bush and a little salt-bush. With the exception of a few box flats, the country 
remains unaltered until within a dozen miles of the Darling, where it is generally 

' low
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low lying and subject to inundation by the water of the river, this being clearly 
denoted by the presence of the lignum, which here covers a considerable area. Belts 
of box fringe the watercourses, and on the banks of the river a little red gum is met 
with. The whole of this district west from Bulla Bulka appears to be suffering from 
a very severe drought, and there is very little pasture.

Operations at the bore inspected between Bulla Bulka and Amphitheatre 
have been suspended since April through tlie breaking of the drill, portion of which 
is jammed in the bore. There was no information available which would enable an 
opinion to be formed with regard to the probability of the success of the work.

Going west from Menindie and adjacent to the Barling, the ordinary box 
flats and a little gum were passed ; but back from the river the soil becomes sandy. 
The road then turns into Menindie Lake, which is nearly dry, and follows close to 
its northern bank for about 11 miles. It then passes out into sandy country, and 
so on to Lake Speculation, whence it may be generally described as open red soil 
country, with a little mulga and sandalwood. This country extends as far as Kars 
station, about 80 miles from Menindie. Lrom Kars to Rockwell, about 12 miles 
from Broken Hill, the country is generally open salt-bush plains, with here and there 
some nclia bush. Prom Rockwell into Broken Hill it is rough and stony, and was 
originally thickly covered with mulga ; but the country has now been completely 
denuded of timber. *

2. Tee Treed or Teapmc in tee Area affected by the Railway
TINDER CONSIDERATION.

The extension of tlie railway to Condobolin will divert some traffic which now 
goes to "Whitton; hut to what extent that diversion will take place will depend upon 
the relative cheapness of carriage hy rail from these places, their distance from the 
districts from which the traffic will come, and the abundance or scarcity of water 
and grass along the routes to either railway station. The residents of Euabalong 
are of opinion that traffic wbicb previously went via Whitton will go to Condobolin 
from quite 40 miles down tbe Lachlan, below Euabalong.

Tbe freight from Cudgeilico to "Whitton is £3 a ton. It is estimated that 
when the railway readies Condobolin tbc road carriage to that place will be £1 5s. 
a ton. There will, however, still be 60 miles of road carriage to Condobolin from 
Cudgeilico, and that appears to be a greater distance than agricultural produce can 
be profitably sent by teams.

Tbe wool produced in the Hillston district makes either to Sydney via the 
Hay line, or by tbe Murrumbidgee and Murray Rivers, via Echuca, to Melbourne. 
The road carriage is stated to be about £3 per ton.

The cost hy rail to Sydney, or by river and rail to Melbourne, appears to 
depend not upon a fair charge for tbe service performed, but upon the rates which 
can be obtained by pitting tbe offers of the rival railway systems against each other. 
Since wool goes to both capitals it is probable that there is not much difference in 
the cost.- It would appear from the evidence that to Sydney the freight is a few 
shillings a ton cheaper; hut when carriage is done at cut rates, which are continually 
varying, it is impossible to obtain a stable basis for comparison.

By means of these rates there can be little doubt that large producers of wool 
obtain advantages greater than those enjoyed by those engaged in the same industry 
for whom au equal service is rendered in parts of the Colony where there is an 
absence of competition.

Wheat for home consumption uses the New South Wales railway system. 
Wheat for export would eventually, no doubt, be subject to the same competitive 
rates as wool. The remarks with regard to wool may therefore be regarded as also 
likely to apply to the wheat traffic, if it became sufficient in volume as to merit the 
attention of the Victorian authorities.

The wool from Big Willandra is sent to Melbourne, via Hay, going down the 
Murrumbidgee and up the Murray to Echuca by steamer, and so on by railway. 
Tbe road carriage from tbe station to Hay is £3 a ton, and to Hillston would 
probably be 25s. a ton. Therefore, unless tlie freight from Hay to Melbourne was 
less by 35s. a ton than the freight from Hillston to Sydney, this wool would be sent 
to Sydney. Mossgiel



Mossgiel is situated 100 miles from Hay and 60 from Hillston. The present 
freight to Hay is stated to be about £3 a ton, and it has been as high as £6 a ton, 
when the travelling-stock route has been in a bad condition. It is reasonable to 
suppose that with a railway to Hillston, and a set of traffic in that direction, the 
rate of road carriage would be proportionate, and therefore about three-fifths of that
charged to Hay. ■

If the railway were constructed to Hillston it appears probable that town would 
become tbe dcp6t for wool from the country as far west as Ivanhoe.

It is stated that most of the sheep depastured within 50 miles of the Darling 
are driven into the head stations on the river to he shorn, and that the wool can he 
sent from these places to Melbourne for £2 15s. a ton, taking the minimum cost, or 
for £3 a ton as an average rate. Therefore, west of Kilfera or Ivanhoe no railway 
is likely, at anything approaching fair rates, to obtain the wool trade.

Wool from some of the stations—Tolarno, for example—goes down tlie 
river to Murray Bridge, and thence by train to Port Adelaide. Since this is the 
route chosen it is reasonable to infer that the cost of transit to Port Adelaide is 
certainly no greater than the cost of transit to Melbourne.

The rate for greasy wool from Orange to Sydney, 192 miles, is £2 15s. a ton. 
The distance from Orange to Menindie (from whence to Melbourne it is stated tbe 
rate for wool is also £2 15s. per ton) is approximately 430 miles ; therefore, if tbc 
proposed railway were constructed, and no other influences were at work, the traffic 
would split halfway between Orange and Menindie, or about Hillston, the traffic 
from Hillston west going to the Darling and from Hillston east going to Sydney. 
The western portion of the line would thus prove a strong competitor with other 
parts of the Hew South Wales system. If the railway bad its terminus at Hillston, 
this competition would not be possible, and traffic, in all probability, would be drawn 

' to Sydney from the country as far west .as Ivanhoe, which, it is probable, if tbe 
through line were constructed, would make for the Darling.

Pat stock might at times be sent from the Darling stations to the Sydney 
market; .but it is stated that Tolarno, with an area of 900,000 acres, sends 
away not more than 6,000 fat sheep in a good year (which may be taken to he of 
not frequent occurrence), and of these, only about one-half would come to Sydney. 
Therefore, it, is clear that no advantage commensurate with the great outlay would 
come from sucli a traffic. This is possibly, although given in evidence, an under
statement of the case; but it gives a substantial idea of the probable return. .

At Menindie, the Darling would prove a serious competitor with the railway 
for the tirade of the district. The sub-collector of Customs at Wentworth gives the 
registered tonnage of steamers and barges (197) trading up the river as 14,658 tons, 
and the freight carried as 5,053 tons. The number of steamers and barges trading 
down the river he states to he 182, the registered tonnage 12,882 tons, and the 
freight carried, 3,949 tons.

Hates of freight from Echuca aud Morgan to Menindie are said to he 20s. and 
30s. a ton to Wilcannia, Down freights vary from 20s. to 30s. a ton from either 
Menindie or Wilcannia to either Echuca or Morgan. Traffic on the Murray may he 
suspended from January or Pebruary to May inclusive.

The evidence taken at Menindie shows that navigation on tlie Darling lias 
been known to be unimpeded for seven years up to that place, and that it has been 
uinnavigable for as long a period as eight months. _

River rates are quoted to Echuca, Morgan, Murray Bridge, and Goolwa, as 
low as 20s. a ton. This must he regarded as a special rate, and it is urged that it is 
being given by a strong company which desires to destroy competition, and thus 
secure a monopoly of the river trade. This rate is, however, an index to what might 
be obtained if the volume of trade were sufficiently large. Tbe evidence discloses 
some discrepancy with regard to the through freight via the river ports to Adelaide; 
hut £2 a ton seems a reasonable rate to allow. Upon the N.S.W. railway £2 
would carry a ton of wool 130 miles (Rato Book, p. 38, Locksley), so that tlie main 
product of the district more than 600 miles from Sydney can be carried to market as 
cheaply, though not so expeditiously as wool can he sent from within 130 miles of 
the metropolis. Therefore it becomes a question from how far east the Darling 
will continue to draw traffic if the railway be constructed ; and to those desiring to 
carry the main produce of this district to Sydney by rail, the contemplation of the 
river rates, combined with the opportunities given by rival railway systems, may be 
somewhat startling. The
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The outlets for traffic from Menindie are by road to Broken Hill, and thence 
to Port Adelaide, the quoted rate being £5 5s. a ton ; or via Echuca to Melbourne ; 
or v a Mtinaj Bridge or Morgan to Adelaide ; or via Goolwa to Port Victor. Por 
the last three, although only available while the river is navigable, tlie charges then 
are so much cheaper than any rate that tlie Commissioners could offer, that they 
furnish contrasts, not comparisons, as is apparent from the previous paragraph. '

Importance was attached to the tact that a considerable market would be 
found in the west for produce grown between Condobolin and Hillston, but inasmuch 
as the population between Hillston and Menindie which would be affected by the 
construction of the proposed line is not more than 2,000, and as that population 
is not likely to largely increase, but a very small proportion of the products would 
be able to find a market there. With regard to Broken Hill, the main market of the 
west, it may be pointed out that while Condobolin—the starting point of the line 
if taken as a centre is distant 3G6 miles from that place, there are large wheat
growing districts in South Australia within 200 miles, so that the South Australian 
farmers may successfully compete for the trade, unless the New South Wales wheat 
can he carried for 3G6 miles at the rate charged upon the South Australian lines for 
200 miles.

3. Drvisiox of Couxtht into Agricultural and Pa stoical Areas.

Nearly all the best country beyond Cugong, which place is practically on the 
border of the Central and Western Band Divisions, is practically locked up from 
settlement until 1918. It is difficult to estimate what clTcct the construction of this 
railway will have upon agricultural self lenient in a locality whore the best of the land 
is leased for twenty-two years. In order to explain how completely even the country 
lying comparatively close in is given over to pastoral occupation" it is sufficient to - 
state that the Euabalong police palrol district comprises an area 4G miles long hy 
about 35 miles wide, and within that area there are but 3*0 people, of whom possibly 
fewer than 100 are adults. This is significant of tbc population along tbe whole 
of the lino submitted to the Committee. Beyond Hillston the character of the 
country, the appearance of the few crops that were seen, and the evidence of a scanty 
rainfall made it clear to the Committee that they were passing beyond the limits 
where agricultural settlement was possible according to present ideas. Crops arc 
occasionally obtained in the vicinity of Mossgiel and, in fact, as far west as the 
Darling, and there is no doubt that with a larger rainfall fair reinrns might he 
obtained.. At present it is not reasonable to expect more than one crop out of two 
at Mossgiel and. less as tbe rou!e proceeds inland. The Committee arc of opinion 
that the State will do well not to encourage the settlement of a farming community 
in these dry belts until the large areas of more suitable land 'which arc available in 
various parts of the colony are occupied.

. In \ ictoria, wheat is staled to he successfully grown in the malice country with 
a rainfall of 14'7 inches, at Swan Hill and at Hopotoun with a rainfall of 15-4 inches.

. A map herewith shows the position and extent of the malice country in 
Victoria, the area of which is stated to he 3,793,738 acres, and the approximate 
area under cultivation is 722,175 acres.

. The information which the Committee gained in South Australia justifies 
them in expressing the opinion that farming operations with a less rainfall than 15 
inches are more than precarious. "

It is not wise to dogmatise as to the manner in which this western country 
may eventually he used. All that is necessary is to view the matter comparatively. 
The Committee do not regard the country west and north of Hillston as wholly 
unfit for agriculture ; but they consider that the distance from a market, the unsuit
ability of a great part of the soil, and the scanty rainfall, combined with the fact 
that large areas of better land are available around and to the east of Hillston, 
make it unlikely that it will he settled by a farming community in the near future.

Therefore all agricultural settlement and grain returns must lie looked for 
almost entirely for the present from the country between the Lachlan and Murrum
bidgee Bivers. If the railway is to have much effect upon agricultural occupation, 
or to benefit from the carriage of grain, it will bo from within these boundaries’ 
This fact has not been adequately recognised in the location of tbc line.

Beyond Hillston, the returns to any railway will he almost entirely the result 
of pastoral occupation; and the proportion obtained will be subject to special rates 
from the competition of the Victorian and South Australian railways and the river 
system. 4,
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4. Effect of Railways upon Pastoral Country lying west from the Lachlan 
in comparison with the effect upon Country suitable for Agricultural 
Occupation.

The effect of railway construction, where closer settlement is possible, is 
widely different from its influence upon pastoral lands. The benefit of a railway to 
pastoral property consists in—

(1.) The cheap freight obtained for wool.
(2.) Ready means of sending fat stock to market.
(3.) Opportunity provided for moving starving stock in times of drought.

With reference to No, 1—Kilfera wool is now sent to Melbourne for £6 2s. 6d. 
a ton, and, taking the rates quoted by the Railway Commissioners, it is not likely 
that if the proposed line were constructed the saving hy rail to Sydney would he 
more than £1 a ton. The area of this run is 832,000 acres, and 90,000 sheep 
may reasonably he taken as the average number depastured there. One sheep to 
8 to 10 acres appears from the evidence to be a fair estimate of the carrying power 
of the country year by year. Taking 6i lbs. as the average weight of a fleece 
(evidence of Hillston Inspector of Stock), the annual production of wool from this 
station may be put down as 270 tons. A3lowing a saving of £1 a ton in freight, 
the net gain to holders of the run would he £270, or about -j^-th of a penny per 
acre. On this basis the saving to a homestead lessee with 10,000 acres, which is the 
recognised basis of closer settlement in the west, would be about £3, au unappreciable 
amount upon such an area.

No. 2.—Carriage of Eat Stock to Market.—Evidence was given to show 
that a flock of sheep driven from Mossgiel to Carrathool lost on the average 13 lbs. 
per head during tlie journey. This loss, of course, would he less where sheep were 
trucked to their destination. These remarks, with regard to loss, apply equally 
to every portion of the western district which is without railway communication. 
The railway would, therefore, be of advantage were the stock for disposal in the 
Sydney market, when the stock routes were closed during drought; hut only a 
small proportion of the stock will be sent away as fat, and then the destination 
will, in many instances, he Victoria, Adelaide, and the refrigerating works which' 
are being erected in various centres. Therefore, the amount of fat stock freight right 
through to Sydney would he a very small proportion indeed of stock depasturing in 
the district, and not even a conjecture can he offered as to what the proportion would 
he.

No. 3.—Moving Stock in times of Drought.—Continual reference was made 
to the advantage which would accrue to pastoralists if an opportunity were 
given for moving sheep during periods of drought. There can be little doubt 
that sucli facilities would be of some benefit to the pastoral industry and to the 
Colony generally. Still, it is well in matters of this description not to over-estimate 
the advantages which would result from better means of communication. It is there
fore well to state the case plainly. A pastoralist, anticipating a drought, would no 
doubt make use of the railway to get a proportion of his sheep to market, and thus bring 
about a result which would be impossible were the stock roads closed owing to want of 
feed and water. Eurther, if the drought wore hut a partial one, it would at times he 
possible for him advantageously to move the stock from the drought-stricken country 
to another district, where food and water were obtainable. These two operations 
could at best lie applied to hut a small proportion of Ins stock, and only when the 
drought was partial, aud must he considered purely as a commercial transaction. If 
the area suffering from drought extended for a considerable distance from his 
holding, possibly it would not pay him to disburse the amount required for carriage, 
for rent of paddocks, and for return expenses. There will also be a tendency on 
the part of any stockowner to keep his sheep upon his own property until the last 
moment. Therefore, generally speaking, the time would have passed when there 
would have been any possibility of getting rid of much of his stock as fats 
before he would have commenced operations for removal hj7 train. Again, if 
paddocks could not be obtained contiguous to the railway, tlie stock would he 
compelled to travel the intervening distance in an impoverished condition. There 
is little doubt that a great number of pastoralists would rather risk the chance of
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rain coming than incur the expense of moving their stock, paying agistment, and 
the certain loss that would be attendant upon the operation. Without entering 
more than generally into the question, it is apparent that nationally it would be 
some benefit to the State if it were possible to move stock from those districts 
which are frequently devastated by drought, but the operation must at best be 
limited to a small area of country, and although of some advantage, it is not likely 
the railway would be utilised for this purpose to the extent stated by some of the 
advocates of the line.

Having thus explained the advantages to pastoral occupation, it is sufficient 
to state that the saving of the road freight from Hillston to the Hay line (approxi
mately 100 miles) appears on an average wheat crop to approach 6s. per acre. 
These remarks must be taken only in connection with the area under consideration, 
but are sufficient to demonstrate that while a railway may have a stimulating 
effect upon pastoral enterprise, it forms a great factor in the success of agricul
tural settlement.

5. Rabbits.

_ The question of the productiveness of the land is vital in connection with 
railway communication.

Since the rabbits have severely impaired the productiveness of the western 
country, the Committee feel justified in considering this question more fully than 
W'ould appear at first justifiable.

It is universally stated that the advent of the rabbits has diminished the 
carrying capacity of the pastoral holdings between the Lachlan and the Murrum- 
bidgee, and north and west from the Lachlan, by at least 80 per cent., and to a greater 
extent further west. The amount expended upon their destruction lias been variously 
estimated; but in every instance where a vigorous attempt has been made to check 
them, it has been attended by very considerable expense. To deal with them with 
any hope of success renders it necessary to wdre-net all boundary fences and culti
vation enclosures, at a cost of from £25 to £80 per mile for the netting alone.
_ The rabbits eat out the natural herbage at times almost completely, and in 
its place spring up weeds, many of ■which are poisonous for stock,

The means taken to contend with the rabbits are trapping, shooting, digging 
out, hunting with dogs, poisoning the water (where only a few water-holes are 
available to the rabbits), and poisoning by laying pellets of phosphorised pollard or 
wheat close to their burrows. By these means the pest may be fairly well kept in 
check, but there seems to be very little hope of its complete eradication.

The manager of Big Willandra states that the average number of scalps paid 
for on that holding in the eight months, March-October, 1894, was 41,700, the highest 
nnmber paid for in any one month being 87,077. Rabbits were killed also by poisoned 
wheat and' poisoned water, and in other ways, by the proprietors of the run. The 
heat.wave of last summer worked great 'havoc among the rabbits, and in some 
districts almost exterminated them, but with the advent of the cooler weather and 
good pasturage they rapidly increased. Still the efforts of the run-holders have been 
fairly effective in holding the rabbits in check. The number of scalps paid for on 
Big Willandra averaged 6,400 a month from March to September of the present year, 
the largest number obtained in one month being 13,745.

Evidence given at Mossgiel showed that where rabbits made fta appearance 
upon country upon which edible shrubs were growing, they diminished its carrying 
capacity from 50 to 80 per cent, (these figures must be regarded as special cases); 
hut in open plain country the depreciation is not more than 25 per cent., and after a 
spell of three or four years the country, if cleared of rabbits, would recover.

■ . With regard to legislation, there is a strong feeling in the district that all
pccupiers of land should be compelled to destroy the rabbits. All attempts to get 
rid of the post must, to he effective, he carried on simultaneously and persistently by 
all occupiers. With regard to the Crown land, there are millions of acres which are 
practically deserted, and the breeding places of rabbits and wild dogs. It is insisted 
that the Government should- undertake the same obligation in regard to the 
destruction of rabbits upon this land as it is proposed to impose upon private 
individuals. In regard to this it may be pointed out-—

(1.) That the private owners of land can fairly well protect themselves by sur
rounding it with wire-proof fencing, (2.)
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(2.) That the private individual destroys the rabbits in order to obtain a better 
return from the land in its increased production; but the State is in a 
different position, inasmuch as it gets no return from the land, and 
would be in no better position if the rabbits were kept in check, if the 
land remain unleased. If it were possible to exterminate the pest, no 
doubt the value of the land would be increased; but it does not appear that 
there is any hope of their absolute extermination. Therefore, in dealing 
with the rabbits, the State would be under a continually recurring expense, 
for which it would obtain no return, and the areas are so vast that it is 
difficult to advise that the Government should accept the obligation. The 
deplorable condition of the country, however, justifies the Committee in 
offering the opinion that it might be wiser for the State to permit the 
occupation of these vast areas for almost any return at all, and with any 
reasonable tenure, than to endeavour to deal with the rabbits by any 
of the recognised methods. The Committee were informed in South 
Australia that lands were given for five years free in order to have the pest 
destroyed. Some equitable arrangement might be made whereby the State 
should discharge its obligation by bearing portion of the expense of wire
netting the division fences between its land and that of private individuals, 
it being recognised that although wire-fencing stops the rabbit-wave it 
permits leakage.

Closer settlement is recognised as the only certain cure for the pest; hut how 
is closer settlement possible in a country visited periodically by heavy droughts, and 
with an average carrying capacity of one sheep to 10 acres ? It is especially unwise 
to endeavour for any purpose to stimulate close settlement on such land in a colony 
yet possessed of vast areas more suited for close occupation.

6. The TUilway from Condobqlin to Broken Hill. *
. *

Having now described the present position of the country through which the 
proposed line would run, the use to which it will be put, and matters that are likely 
to interfere with its productiveness, we proceed to consider the main question 
submitted to the Committee, namely, tbe construction of a line from Condobolin to 
Broken Hill,

Broken Hill is a town of about 20,000 inhabitants. It appears to be in 
a stable and prosperous condition. The number of men employed in the mine and 
work incidental thereto is 5,000. The evidence with regard to its stabilif' and 
permanence for a period of years fully verifies the statements made before the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works.

The Manager of the Silverton Tramway states that the through passengers by 
rail from Sydney for the year ending 30 June, 1896, was 156; to Sydney, 122. 
These represent passengers using the railway for the entire route. There is no 
return of those who used the railway to Adelaide, aud proceeded thence by steamer 
to Sydney. The railway and steamer fares from Broken Hill to Sydney, via Adelaide 
and Port Adelaide, are given in Mr. Cave’s evidence. Taking 2nd-class single as an 
example : Prom Broken Hill to Sydney, via Adelaide, the present railway fare is £5 
15s. 6d. The fare from Broken Hill by rail to Port Adelaide, and thence to Sydney by 
steamer, is £3 11s. Id. The first-class and return fares are in the usual proportion.

The imports from South Australia for last year arc stated to be of the value 
of £544,239, and the exports to South Australia to £1,917,354. 219,844 tons of
bullion were carried over tbe South Australian railways in the same year. The 
value of rough timber imported in 1895 was £77,902, and dressed timber £999. 
The quantity of coke imported in 1895 was 55,251 tons, and coal 42,843 tons. The 
values of foodstuffs imported during 1895 were as follows:—Potatoes, £5,821; 
vegetables, £6,845; butter, £19,011; eggs, £6,950; bran, £9,958; bay and chaff, 
£20,458. It is probable that these figures are not absolutely correct, but the Mayor 
of Broken Hill stated that he believed thorn to be accurate ; and, in the opinion of 
tbe Committee, they are sufficiently close to be regarded as a fair approximation.

It is therefore apparent that the importance of Broken Hill and its trade is 
established beyond doubt. But tbe matter for the Committee to decide is not the 
question of the stability or importance of Broken Hill alone, but whether it is
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possible for this Colony to give the town and district any means of communication 
which will be more beneficial to its enterprise and more advantageous to its inhabi
tants than those at present in existence. * The question, therefore, is not the volume 
of trade, but the cost of freight.

. Before entering mto the consideration of this matter, which virtually 
dominates the whole position as far as the Barrier district is concerned, it is well to 
point out that in the immediate future there is a great probability of a considerable 
change in the industry at present in existence at Broken Hill. * The establishment 
upon the eastern coast of Australia of various smelting-works, able to deal not only 
with the lead and silver, but also with the zinc, makes it fairly certain that the 
difference in the cost of freight between Port Pirie and Europe, and between Port Pirie 
and our eastern seaboard, will, in the near future, cause all the ore raised in Broken 
Hill to be treated in Australia. (It is stated that -f 1 per cent, of the ore using the - 
railway at present eventually reaches Europe.) Therefore, nearly all the product, 
of Broken Hill, instead of going abroad for treatment, will in some form or other 
reach the smelting and concentrating works on the eastern coast. It is contended 
by some that there will be a complete abandonment of the system of treatment of 
the ores on the Barrier locally, but the Committee are of opinion, after hearing the 
evidence, that this statement may be too sweeping, and prefer to use the more 
moderate phrase—that there will be very considerable reduction of the amount of ore 
treated locally, which w'ill remove the necessity for the importation of a large 
portion of the coal imported, and will almost completely destroy the demand for coke. 
Therefore, from the mining standpoint, the question to be d*ecided will not be so 
materially affected by the freights of coal and coke as of that of ore. There appears 
to have been some misapprehension with regard to the amount of coal required to 
treat a ton of silver ore. It was stated before the Parliamentary Standing Committee 
on Public Works that approximately 3^ tons of coal were required to treat a ton 
of ore. _ It wras, however, stated by the Manager of the Proprietary Mine that 
approximately it takes 93 tons of coal to treat 100 tons of average silver ore raised 
from the Proprietary Mine. Of this, approximately 9 tons arc required in the 
extraction and dressing of the ore and other operation# connected therewith, and 
the balance is required for the treatment of the ore for the recovery of the contained 
metals. ‘

_ The Manager of the Proprietary Mine states that the 3-1- tons of coal 
mentioned might probably be required in the treatment of the residue of the ore 
for the recovery of the zinc ; and that, generally speaking, a ton of coal may be 
regarded as sufficient to treat a ton of ore. The Committee have no reason to doubt 
this information. If it be so, as far as the mines are concerned, it would appear 
to be immaterial to the enterprise whether the coal be brought to the ore for the first 
portion of its treatment, or the ore to the coal, and then the residue from wdiich the 
zinc is to be extracted be sent to where the coal is mined, the quantity required 
in the extracting of zinc being stated to be in the proportion of 3 to 1 If this 
procedure were adopted, it is not very 'easy to see the great advantage that is said to 
he obtained from the establishment, on the eastern seaboard, of smelting and extracting 
works for the whole of the ore. Without entering into any discussion with regard to 
the advantages to be obtained, there is a consensus of opinion that the operations in 
future at Broken Hill will be principallly confined to the raising of ore, and that 
the principal ore-treating appliances will be on the eastern seaboard. The manager 
of the Central Silver-mining Company stated that in his opinion 75 per cent, of the 
ore raised would eventually reach the eastern seaboard. The Proprietary Company 
expect to raise about 320,000 tons next year. It is not possible to obtain in 
detail the amount of ore likely to be raised on the whole of the Barrier field. Even 
if the figures of the anticipated amounts were available for each mine, they would 
be little better than inferential, being dependent upon many other circumstances 
than the power of raising it. It is, however, probable that a large quantity of 
ore will be raised; and if present conditions continue, a great demand is likely to 
be sustained which the field can supply for many years to come. But on this point 
it may again be emphasised that it is not a question of the amount of ore obtainable, 
but of the amount of freight which will be furnished by it to the railway. This 
would be dependent upon the freight charges offered by the railway system of Hew 
South Wales comparing favourably with the rates charged on the Silverton tramway 
and the South Australian railway to Port Pirie, and the sea freight to the eastern 
seaboard. iplle
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The freight charges upon our railways are decided by the Commissioners. 
Under the Government Kail ways Act the railways are virtually held by the Com
missioners as an estate in fee simple; their powers are supreme with reference to 
the rates charged. Therefore it is necessary, in making a comparison, to take the rate 
quoted by them. Parliament has always refrained from dictating to them with 
reference to rates. Therefore, in estimating the rate to be charged, only one basis 
can be taken—that laid down by the Commissioners before the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Public Works. It was stated that the rate for bringing 
crude ore 696 miles wmuld be 29s. per ton. To land it at Eskbank would cost 
£1 5s. per ton; at Wollongong, £111s. 5d. per ton; at Newcastle, £1 12s. 6d. 
per ton. With regard to these rates, the Committee, although they feel bound to 
accept them in making their comparison, would point out that it is stated with 
sufficient definiteness to justify belief that the South Australian Government 
have decided to carry carbonate and lead concentrates at the same rate as sulphides 
to Port Pirie, viz., 9s. per ton, which is approximately ^d. per ton per mile. If 
South Australia, with a 3-ft. 6-in. gauge, and inferior rolling-stock, can afford to 
carry at this rate, it may be contended that New South Wales should be able to 
make a considerable profit at the same rate over at least a considerable portion of 
the line, having superior rolling stock and a broader gauge. The Committee have 
no definite information respecting the profit which can possibly be derived from the 
carriage of ore at this rate on the South Australian railways, and have already stated 
that Parliament has never attempted to exercise any right of control over the rates 
levied by the K ailway Commissioners in this Colony. The present rate from Broken 
Ilill to Port Pirie for oxidised ore is 15s. lOd. per ton; sulphide ore, 13s. per ton, being 
an average of 14s. 5d. per ton ; 5s. 6d. per ton being added for carriage by sea to the 
eastern seaboard, gives 19s. lid. per ton total freight. Comparing this with the rate to 
be charged on the proposed railway, a loss would be sustained of 11s. 6d. per ton 
to 'H' oil on gong, 12s. 7d. per ton to Newcastle, and 5s. Id. to Lithgow. But it has 
been already stated that the cost of freight from Broken Hill to Port Pirie after the 
end of the year wall he 12s. 3d. per ton. Therefore, the total cost to reach the eastern 
seaboard in 1897 will bo 17s. 9d. per ton, which would in every instance increase the 
loss. Taking the greatest of the three, viz., to Newcastle, where large works are being 
erected for the treatment of the ore, and taking 500,000 tons as the amount to be 
sent as freight, the loss on quoted rates by using the proposed railway would be 
about £368,000 to the mines using it. To Lithgow the loss would be approximately 
one-half, Figures of this magnitude (it is immaterial which are taken) prove 
conclusively that with the present opportunities of approaching Broken Hill by 
another route it is so much more advantageous than that offered by tbe proposed 
railway, if the rate quoted by the Kailway Commissioners he adhered to, that to 
secure the main product of the district as freight is impossible. This, however, does 
not complete the case, for if the railway were constructed Broken Hill would stand 
in this. position: Taking Newcastle as the basis, there would be approximately 
800 miles of land carriage. To Wollongong it would be a little less, and to 
Lithgow 200 miles less. Newcastle may, therefore, be regarded as the extreme 
case. Prom Broken Hill to Port Pirie is a distance of 253 miles. It is stated 
that the country between Broken Hill and Port Pirie, via Silverton, offers 
no engineering difficulties whatever, and that Port Pirie is a secure port in 
all weather at present able to accommodate a boat drawing 18 ft. 6 in. of water, 
and capable of being considerably deepened at a reasonable cost—tbe bottom of the 
harbour being soft material principally sand and mud. Therefore, if a battle were 
fought for the trade of the Barrier district the first step that South Australia would 
take, if she found she was likely to be worsted, would be to improve the grades 
to Port Pirie—in fact this is being done—the Committee were informed that for 
£50,000 a grade of 1 in 74 could be obtained right through, and this work is now 
in progress. The Silverton tramway, which is virtually an extension of the South 
Australian railway system, would fall in with the arrangement, and the railway from 
Broken Hill to Port Pirie could he constructed on easier grades than those in 
existence on much of the route to be travelled on the New South Wales system. 
Still further, if South Australia found herself handicapped by the narrow gauge 
she has it in her power at an expenditure stated to be about £300,000 to lay down a 
AS-y gauge to Port Pirie, and would be able to equip it as thoroughly as the New 
South Wales competing line, and could therefore carry the distance to Port Pirie as

cheaply
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cheaply per mile as the New South "Wales railway. Since New South Wales would 
have to draw 800 miles to reach Newcastle, and South Australia would only have to 
draw 253 miles to reach the seaboard—New South Wales would require to carry the 
difference, viz., 547 miles, for the cost of the sea journey from Port Pirie to New
castle. The sea freight has already been stated at 5s. 6d. per ton. Therefore, New 
South Wales, if fairly in the contest, would require to carry ore at about one-eighth 
of a'penny per mile for that distance in order to secure the trade. In other words, 
New South Wales would require to carry ore 547 miles at one-quarter the rate 
quoted by the Commissioners as tbe lowest payable in order to secure the trade.

If we take the case of Lithgow, distant from the Barrier approximately 600 
miles, we find that the sea carriage represents, on the basis referred to in comparison 
with Newcastle, 347 miles of land carriage. Therefore, the freight, in order to 
equalise matters, would require for that length to be about one-fifth of a penny per 
mile, an amount still so disproportionate that it is impossible, with the statement of 
the Commissioners before us, to offer any solution of the difficulty, but simply say 
that it is idle to expect it under such conditions. In the face of these figures it 
appears almost impossible that the proposed line can be expected under any circum
stances to win for the railways of this Colony the main product of the Barrier 
district.

It was stated that an agreement had been made by the Mining Companies on 
the Barrier to use the Silverton Tramway for a term of seven years for all ore going 
west; the Silverton Tramway Company apparently not fearing any competition to 
the east. It appears that this arrangement is almost complete; but the witnesses 
although individually sure of its existence, and its certainty of completion, were not 
able to produce a copy of the agreement to give; definite information to the Com
mittee. There is, however, no reason to doubt its existence. That being so, if New 
South Wales, instead of stopping at Broken Hill, pushed on her line to Cockburn, 
even this length at present would not be used for the conveyance of the main 
product of the Barrier District.

Those most interested in the carriage of the ore, it may be inferred, are 
the large companies employed in raising it. If an unfair rate is being levied 
upon them it might be expected that they would protest against it. But instead 
of that being the case, with the exception of the Proprietary Mine, to the Manager 
of which the Committee feel under an obligation, no evidence was forthcoming, 
and it was only by the exercise of the powers conferred upon the Committee 
by the Public Works Act, that they were able to obtain any evidence at all from the 
mine managers. Therefore, those primarily interested in low freights to Broken Hill 
for its main product treat the question with something more than indifference. 
Heavy charges must first fall on the mining companies. They, if not satisfied with 
their present position, regard any possibility of relief from the length of land 
carriage to join the New South Wales lines as being so remote that it is more to 
their interest to propitiate the owners of the means of communication at present in 
existence, which they regard as likely to be their Only outlet for many years to 
come, and possibly to remain permanently their road to the seaboard.

Port Pirie, as before stated, has been taken as the port of shipment. The 
depth there is 18 ft. 6 in. at low water; hut the Committee have not lost sight of the 
fact that it is stated a boat drawing 24 ft. 6 in. can now trade to Port Augusta, the 
distance to it from Broken Hill being some 30 miles more than to Port Pirie.

Part of the food supplies used at Broken Hill are brought a distance of 200 or 
more miles from South Australia. The fuel used for domestic purposes costs from 
16s. to 22s. per ton. The question whether it is possible for New South Wales, 
without unreasonable loss to herself, to alleviate the condition of her colonists living 
at Broken Hill with regard to their food supplies and fuel, will he found dealt with 
in that portion of the report referring to the construction of a line from Broken Hill 
to Menindie.

With reference to the question of ballast and the cheapness of construction 
of the proposed line, the Committee were informed by the Engineer-in-Chief 
for South Australia, and Mr. Mais, who previously held that position, that it 
would he impossible to carry any heavy traffic on the line as submitted by the 
Department, and that the experience in South Australia was such as caused the

authorities
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authorities to fully "ballast any line required for heavy traffic. It is apparent that 
the proposed railway, if it were to carry the ore from Broken Hill, would he sub-' 
jected to very heavy traffic indeed. A knowledge of what is taking place in other 
parts of the world—notably in the United States—with regard to the nature of cheap 
railway construction, causes the subject to be viewed from the following standpoint. 
The absence of ballast and cheap railway construction depend upon—■

(1) The nature of the country over which it is constructed, and
(2) The work it is called upon to perform.

From evidence before the Committee, it appears that a line capable of 
carrying anything approaching the output of the Broken Hill mines, even if 
constructed without ballast, would not long remain in that condition. To ballast 
the line afterwards would mean an advance in the initial cost, and additional 
interest would have to be added to the yearly expenditure.

At the inception of the inquiry the Sectional Committee visited Lithgow 
and took evidence to the effect that there was an abundant supply of coal, 
limestone, and ironstone in that district. There is no doubt with regard to the 
quantity of coal available, which is confirmed by the evidence given before the’ 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. With reference to the lime
stone and ironstone, although it appears probable that it is as stated hy the witnesses, 
still the information either as to its quantity or quality is somewhat vague. These 
are matters which would require special consideration before deciding as to the 
importance of the future of Lithgow as a smelting centre. It is stated that the 
associated collieries are supplying coal to the Government railways at 3s. 9d. per ton, 
but this is regarded as a very low rate. Coal required in smaller quantities for private 
use is charged for at a much higher rate. The freight from Broken Hill to Lithgow 
at -gd. per ton per mile would equal 25s. per ton. It is contended that coke made 
at Lithgow could be delivered in the trucks for 15s. per ton. Adding freight at 
the above rate, the cost of Lithgow coke delivered at Broken Hill would he £2 per 
ton. The evidence given at Broken Hill ‘was to the effect that the imported coke is 
superior to that locally made. These questions will, doubtless, he fully discussed 

‘ in the Report of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works.

7. Railway to Hillston.

With the exception of the areas already alienated or in process of alienation, 
the Crown will in the course of a few years (upon the termination of the pastoral 
leases) be in possession of most of the land bet ween the Lachlan and the Alurrum- 
bidgec. The land comprised within the resumed areas is very considerable, much 
of which is now wholly unused. As an instance, adjoining Merri Merrigal and 
Hunthawong Holdings alone, there arc said to he 1,000,000 acres of unoccupied land.

On the northern side of the Lachlan, where the surveyed route of the pro
posed railway is located, the land has been described, almost unanimously by a number 
of witnesses, as inferior, and covered with great belts of mallee, and not likely to be 
used for close settlement even if available, for a very considerable time, and further 
the best of it is locked up as pastoral leases till the year 1918. .

The country really requiring attention and suitable for settlement is a tract of 
land lying so far west and south from Condobolin and so far north from the Hay 
line, that the cost of carriage to a railway station renders profitable agriculture 
impossible; it is generally recognised that grain cannot be profitably carried hy road 
for a greater distance than 30 miles. The question therefore arises, “ What is the 
cheapest and readiest way to give this district access to a market ?,! The whole of 
this country has suffered materially from—

(1.) The rapid growth of the pine scrub.
‘ (2.) The advent of the rabbits.

whereby its carrying capacity has been decreased, to tbe extent of 25 per cent, some 
witnesses stated that in instances, 50 per cent, to 80 per cent, depreciation was nearer 
the mark. The Committee, however, regard the latter statement as a special case,
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The resumed, areas are not being taken up, and the State finds itself in 
possession of lands which are steadily deteriorating. It might be possible in some 
instances, by granting special consideration, to induce pastoralists to destroy the 
rabbits and the scrub.

The Committee are of opinion, from personal observation and the evi
dence put before them, that this land is valuable for wheat-growing, and it would 
therefore be wise to face the question of its reclamation at once, on the basis of 
agricultural occupation. Agriculture, as has already been said, is impossible 
without better means of communication; but before railway communication is given 
it will be necessary to determine where the land that is likely to carry the heaviest 
population lies, how it can be most cheaply approached, and where the extension 
should be made from the existing system.

The investigations of the Committee, although extended to the country east 
from Lake Cudgellico, have been, as to the country lying to the south-east, of a some
what casual nature. The witnesses examined have been able to give definite infor
mation with regard to their immediate surroundings, but their evidence has been 
fragmentary and doubtful with regard to distant areas, while tbe Government 
officials have not been able to speak positively of the land beyond the confines of 
their own districts.

A line from Cowra (which would apparently be tbe best route in point of 
distance) via Grenfell, extending in a westerly direction through the Bland country, 
and thence via Wyalong to Hillston, would pass through a vast area now overgrown 
with pine scrub and infested by rabbits and dogs, but apparently suitable for wheat
growing. Such a line would pass through a territory now worse than waste land, 
returning no revenue to the State, but which might he advantageously occupied hy 
agricultural settlement were a cheap means of transit in existence. The cost of the 
line would probably amount to something like £300,000. The advisablcness of 
incurring so large an expenditure 'would require special consideration before the 
Committee could finally recommend it to Parliament.

The revenue of the line would depend primarily upon the amount of wool and 
wheat to he carried.

The cost of sending wool from Hillston, by present routes, to Melbourne is 
stated to be £7 10s. per ton, and to Sydney, about 10s. less. A railway to Hillston 
will, in all probability, intercept all wool which now goes to Melbourne from an area 
bounded by a line starting about 20 miles above the Willandra, and passing in a 
north-westerly direction for a distance of about 60 miles; thence west for about 40 
miles; and thence south to Booligal. Upon this country 1,000,000 sheep are said 
to be depastured, producing about 2,500 tons of wool.

This wool, upon the basis of the rates quoted upon tbe Hay line, 'would give 
an annual gross return for freight of about £8,000, .

A railway terminating at Hillston would not be subjected to the severe 
competition suffered hy the Hay line through the close proximity of the Victorian 
system and the cheap water carriage afforded by the Murrumbidgee and Murray 
rivers. It might be pointed out that, notwithstanding this competition, the Hay 
railway appears to be passing out of the category of non-paying lines. This, 
however, is said to be attributable to special conditions.

The Committee are not in a position to say what amount of merchandise 
would be forwarded to such places us Wyalong and the adjoining goldfields, and 
other places along tbe line, but it would be considerable; while there would also be 
a large amount consigned to Hillston and the district of which it is, and must 
remain, the distributing centre.

With regard to the area that has already been described as partly tenantless and 
the stronghold of dogs, rabbits, and scrub, there is no doubt that a very great portion 
of it is suitable for the growth of cereals. The Committee have no definite information 
with respect to the rent which the State would he able to obtain from this land if .a 
railway were constructed ; but, judging from tbe rents obtainable for similar land 
in other parts of the country, it is reasonable to believe that land suitable for farming 
would bring in a rental of at least an average of 3d. per acre, and in this way the 
occupation of 2,000,000 acres would return a revenue of £25,000 per annum to tbe 

. State.
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State. Allowing 1,000 acres to each tamer, this would require a number of 
2,000. It is impossible to say definitely that so many would immediately settle m 
the district. There is no reason to doubt, however, that, in the event ot an extension 
to nillslon, large numbers of men would come into the district from Tasmania, 
Victoria, and South Australia, where the conditions under which land can be obtained 
are less favourable.

The Committee were so impressed with the undesirableness of leaving this vast 
area, a large portion of which might he transformed into a great wheat-field, in 
the occupation of scrub and vermin, that they feel that they will be justified m 
recommending Parliament to have a comprehensive investigation made oi the whole 
of the land lying between the Lachlan and the Murrumbidgee Itivers, with a. view 
to determining its agricultural possibilities, and of deciding in what direction an 
extension should be made from the main trunk system. In their opinion it is 
obligatory upon the State to take this action as early as possible. They aie 
unable to suggest a route in detail, their investigations having been confined^ to 
the western portion of the area referred to, and to a line which has little connection 
with the eastern and southern portions of the country which they have described. 
They feel, however, that the case is so pressing that it should receive the attention 
of the Government at the earliest possible date, irrespective of any extension west 
of the Lachlan.

The construction of the line would not materially affect the wheat traffic upon 
the Hay line, the nearest distance between the tivo lines, from Hillston to Carrathool, 
being 80 miles, wdiile 40 miles of land carriage is generally understood to prevent 
the profitable production of grain.

, The map supplied to tbe Committee by the Railway Commissioners show's 
the country, of wdiich Hillston is the centre, as contributing, so tar as w ool traffic is 
concerned, principally to tbe Victorian railway system, and therefore most of the wool, 
making Hillston as a centre, will not be leakage from our present railway system.

It wfill be understood that the information obtained hy the Committee with 
regard to class of country has been compiled from plans and fragmentary evidence, 
and that the route suggested is only approximately laid down, and is subject to such 
deviations as may be necessary in obtaining easy grades and cheap construction. 
The Committee lean towards a line from Cowra (or thereabouts), via Grenfell and 
Wyalong, to Hillston—

1. Because it divides more satisfactorily the district lying between the Con
dobolin extension and the Hay line.

2. Because it appears probable, from evidence, that the country between Wyalong
and Grenfell will cany a larger population than that between Tcmova and
Wyalong.

3. Because it appears to be the shortest route to Broken Hill from Sydney should
the through connection be made.

These matters could be considered in connection with the construction of a 
line from Temora, via Wyalong, to Hillston.

It wfill be possible for the State, if it reserves all the land along the route, to 
establish townships at each railway station and grade the rental or cost of the land 
by (a) its fertility, and (b) the distance of road carriage, first settling the land round 
each centre, and gradually extending the area, it will be possible to save the agricul
turist from much of the disadvantages of isolation which usually beset them when 
scattered over a great territory.

If this railway be recognised as a means of developing the country, and a 
factor in giving value to Crown lands, and the settlement scheme be wfisely designed, 
tbe Committee, after investigation into the rents paid, the return obtained, and tlie 
general surrounding of wfiieat-growers in Australia are convinced that any immediate 
loss on a railway to Hillston w'ould be amply compensated for by the return which 
the State w'ould receive from Crowm lands at present deserted.

8—e s
8.
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8. Railway mow Broken Hill to Menindie.

^ j's apparent from tlie rates already quoted, and the general tenor of the Report 
t,iat, produce from districts at a distance of over 600 miles from Sydney Iviim 
contiguous«to rivers navigable for tlie greater portion of the year, flowing towards 
the railway systems of other colonies, will in all probability never reach Sydney 
by direct railway communication, ft therefore becomes a question for consideration 
with regard to these distant places, where the railway ceases to be justifiable on a cora- 
merciai basis, whether progress should he delayed bvthe State refusing to recognise 
the dimeulties experienced m such localities, simply because it is impossible to briim 
them profitably in touch with the railway system. If a railway be constructed in 
one part of tlie Colony in order primarily to save expense to the producers adjacent 
to it, it is also the duty of the State, since she has undertaken the responsibility 
ot transacting the greater part of the carrying trade of the country, to extend 
to outlying centres such facilities as are justified by their importance and the 
magnitude of their trade. If these far-distant portions of the Colony are to remain 
isolated until such time as it will pay to bring their produce 600 or 700 miles to 
Sydney, and the State recognises no obligation'with regard to other means of com
munication, and no other interest save that of bringing produce to the metropolis 
it is clear they must remain isolated for ever. With regard to that portion of 

p0*-! in° e0lintlT> at Menindie, it is well to take into consideration the possibilities
t? i. TT^rr0’ ^ie resu^s would flow7 from railway communication with
Bloken Hill. It has been already stated that if a railway were constructed from 
the east, passing over tlie Barling at Menindie, the wool produced over a con
siderable area to the east would he forwarded to the Darling River,- in order 
to take advantage of the cheap water transit furnished, by that river and of the low
railway rates provided by the adjoining colonies. On a direct line from Menindie 
to Broken Hill there would be a considerable amount of freight from carriage of wood 
for fuel, and also some for use in connection witli the mines. The value of a ton of 
wood as fuel at Menindie is stated to he about 3s., while at Broken Hill its value is 
estimated as from 18s. to 22s, per ton. The railwav carriage from Menindie to 
Broken Hill would he approximately 5s. per ton. Therefore it is apparent that a 
very much cheaper wood supply can ,be obtained for Broken Hill hy this means 
n -any other w7ay. The amount required is stated to he about 
lOjOOO tons annually; hut at the cheaper rate this would be materially increased. The 
presence of large depressions, stated to embrace between 100,000 and 200,000 acres 
of land suitable for irrigation, to which water could bo applied partly by gravitation 
by a system of locking the river, and where, if necessary to pump, the lift would be very 

-p ifS ^J;an^WOLI^ \)C 0111,0 the banks of any of our Western rivers, may suggest 
that it the Government intend to carry out any irrigation scheme it might he well 
to utihse these areas for such a purpose, and, possibly, to construct a railway from 
Menindie to Broken Hill in order to give producers speetlv access to a fair market. 
It would therefore lie wise on tlie part of tlie Government to have an accurate 
survey made of the lakes in tlie vicinity; also to obtain a comprehensive report hy 
a thoroughly competent nvm with recard to the nature of the soil aud the expense 
ol preventing flood-waters entering tlie lakes from the river, and a scheme should 
also be devised by which tlie lakes would be saved from flooding from their own 
catchment areas—an occurrence which, however, would he rare. The report should 
take into consideration not only the feasibility and cost of the scheme, but also the 
probability of obtaining people willing to occupy the land for agricultural purposes. 
It might be possible h\ the construction of a railway from Menindie to Broken Hill 
to utilise a considerable area of land adjacent to the Darling which is at present in 
pastoral occupation and from which tlie Slate receives but a small return. Such
a scheme as this. giving fair means of communication, and utilising an area of

Those engaged inO O
the presence of a

public land, is worthy of consideration by the Government.
intense culture would have special advantages at Menindie In ______ _ .
market on the Barrier. It would he well if the whole question were "placed in the 
lianas oi the irrigation expert now in the Colony.

The question of conserving water, or using tlie bed of any of our rivers as a 
stoiage reservoir for water for irrigation purposes, necessarily imposes a considerable 
amount ot responsibility upon those recommending such a course. When at Cud- 
gcllico, at the small dam which lias been erected to intercept the outflow from the

- Lake,
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Lake, the mud had filled up to the sill, on tlie Lachlan side of the dam, and it 
appears that if there he a tendency to silt up to the full height of the obstruction 
in Lake Creek the same process might come into operation on the main river, 
and, therefore, it is possible that any obstruction placed in our rivers may gradually 
form a huge silt-bed, which would have a material effect upon the course of such, 
waterways. The Committee visited the Willandra weir, in order to see whether 
tlie process of silting was in operation there, but the water at the time was flowing 
several feet over the weir and inspection was impossible. These matters will require 
the fullest investigation before the country is committed to any expense with regard 
to the Menindie scheme. The reason why the Committee view Menindie so favour
ably is that there is an area of land winch could probably be kept free from inunda
tion at an elevation lower than that obtainable on the banks of the Darling.

A line from Broken Hill to Menindie would also give a cheap means of com
munication with the seaboard by way of Morgan, Murray Bridge, or Goolwa, and 
thence to Adelaide or Port Victor. The cheapest of these routes, from Menindie 
to Port Victor, is estimated at about 25s. per ton.

It may not be out of place to point out that when the whole of the trade and 
produce of the Eastern Colonies of Australia takes the cheapest way to the seaboard, 
if the river systems bo fully utilised for that purpose, it is probable that large 
portions of the trade of those lands lying a considerable distance up the Murray and 
Darling will reach the seaboard at Port Victor.

Port Victor, the Committee were informed by the Engineer-in-Chief for South 
Australia, is a good harbour. The railway connection with the Murray is but a 
few miles over easy country, and the Murray to Wentworth may be regarded as 
permanently navigable, or could be made so at very small expense.1 '

If tlie produce can be taken to within a few miles of the sea by river, 
and the port bo a fairly good one, there will only require to be a fair volume of trade 
to furnish cheap ocean freights.

The contiguity of Port Victor to the Murray should not be lost sight of in 
considering the eventual set of trade even beyond Menindie on the river Darling.

It appeared from the evidence given before the Committee at Broken Hill, 
and from the statements of other witnesses, that the requirements of Broken Hill 
would be fairly well met hy the construction of a light line of railwav from Broken 
Hill to Menindie. ^

9. National Aspect op the Line.

It has been suggested that the whole line rests upon a national basis. What 
constitutes a national basis has not been explained by any witness, nor have the 
Committee, since the inception of: the work, been able to discover what the advocates 
of the line moan hy the expression. Moreover, tlie Committee arc specially enjoined 
hy the Act under which they work to consider the profitableness of any proposed 
line. The Committee, however, feel justified in making reference to some of the 
national aspects of the question which occur to them. They are as follows :—

(1.) Should Sydney become tlie capital of tlie Eederated Dominion ovCommon- 
wealth of Australia, it would be well that she should be as closely connected 
as possible with the other parts of the Continent hy means of railway 
communication.

(2.) When a transcontinental line is extended to Port Darwin, or a line 
constructed from Western Australia to South Australia, there will he 
stronger reasons than there are at present for the construction of a railway 
from the eastern seaboard to Broken Hill.

(3.) It is possible that there will be a contest with regard to the various railway 
gauges in the Australian Colonies. If the New South Wales gauge were 
extended to South Australia the standard gauge of I ft. 8d- in. would then 

• he in contact with the railway systems of Queensland, Victoria, and South 
Australia, which would give additional opportunities for the establishment 
of the standard gauge.

(4.) The effect of railway construction upon lands in the possession of the 
State. This has already been dealt with.

(5.)
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(5.) The creation of community of interest. Community of interest does not 
spring from the construction of a railway, hut from the use of it; and no 
national purpose is served hy the creation of inferior facilities when there 
are in existence cheaper opportunities for reaching the same place.

(0.) The time which will elapse in reaching the metropolis from a far distant 
centre, such as Broken Hill, becomes important if the volume of trade or 
the number of passengers is likely to he great. These points have already 
been dealt with in the report.

Summary of Views of the Sectional Committee and Reasons for same.
1. It is not advisable to construct a Hue from Condobolin to Broken Hill as 

submitted to the Committee, because
(«) It is not possible, at quoted rates, to obtain any portion of the main products 

of the Barrier mining held.
(h) Since the communication offered for the carriage of ore would he more 

expensive than that at present available, it would be useless for the main 
portion of the traffic, and, therefore, the proposed railway would not 
confer advantages justifying a loss stated to he at the lowest estimate 
£40,000 per annum.

(a) A more expensive mode of communication would not he used, and, therefore, 
confer little national advantage.

(ft) The residents of the district are apathetic with regard to an extension beyond 
Menindie, beyond that point it being regarded hy them, apparently, only as 
a means by which the freights charged on the geographically more suit
able route may be lessened.

(e) The Colony has so large an area to develop that it is unwise to saddle her 
railwav system with a heavy annual loss from a line which will he utilised 
not for the main body of traffic, hut primarily as a menace to break down 
existing freights hy admittedly cheaper routes.

2. Bailway from Broken Hill to Menindie—A cheaply constructed line might 
he carried to Menindie, in conjunction with an irrigation scheme at that place, 
because—■

(a) There would he an immediate considerable return from the carriage of 
timber.

(£>) It would bring a large population, living in undesirable surroundings, in 
touch with the Darling Biver and with permanent water and wooded lands.

(c) It appears probable that the opportunities for irrigation at Menindie are
equal to any in the Colony.

(d) The State would benefit by closer settlement on these lands.
(e) Much of the food consumed at Broken Hill could he supplied hy residents

, of this Colony. ' .
(/) It would furnish, in conjunction with the Darfing Biver, which is usually 

available for traffic, a fairly cheap route to and from business centres 
outside the Colony.
It must be understood that a careful scheme to embrace tlie irrigable lands, 
test of soil, and cost of irrigation scheme, Ac., must first he comprehensively 
inquired into.

3. Bailway to Hillston.—A railway seems justifiable to Hillston because—
(rt) Hillston is the furthest western limit where there is sufficient rainfall, in 

accordance with present ideas, to permit of the growth of wheat with a fair 
prospect of success.

(5) A railway to Hillston will obtain as much -wool traffic as would be obtained 
by a through line.

(c) There is danger that wool would travel westward, aud use but a small portion
of the New South Wales Bailway system, if the railway be extended to the 
Dariing.

(d) There appears to he a large area of land suitable for the growth of wheat
steadily deteriorating from the growth of pine scrub, and which will remain, 
unless closer settlement he stimulated, a breeding ground for rabbits and 
wild dogs. (e)



(e) A railway should he located so as to save road freight, aud, therefore, through 
the country which will carry a population.

(/) The State would obtain a large revenue for lands at present unoccupied 
and likely to remain so unless better means of communication be afforded, 

{g) The important centres of Grenfell and "Wyalong could form part of the 
scheme.

(h) It would not draw its main support by leakage from any parallel line.
(i) If it be eventually determined to extend the line to Menindie or Broken

Hill then it would apparently be no longer than the proposed route. The 
route east from Wyalong must depend upon the quality of land between 
Wyalong, Grenfell, and Cowra, and Wyalong and Temora, aud tbe cost of 
railway construction.

Conclusion-.

Better opportunity of access and reduction of fares to the metropolis, the 
supply to residents along the line of route of commodities now rarely procurable, the 
cheapening of freights on articles of consumption and general goods, and many minor 
reasons were also urged as grounds for the construction of the proposed railway, all 
of which have been fully considered by the Committee, and the exact position 
explained in the lleport. While appreciating the views of those who advocate 
the construction of this line, the Sectional Committee regret that the responsibility 
imposed upon them by the Public Works Act renders it, after a full investigation 
into the question, impossible for them to recommend that such work be carried out; 
hut trust that tbe remark's respecting a railway to Hillston and a railway from Broken 
Hill to Menindie, in conjunction with tbe question of the settlement of Crown lands, 
may receive the early consideration of Parliament.

List or Mai'S to in Svciional Comhittep/s Kepoet.

Land held under pastoral and homestead lease, Western Division.
Land Board District of Hay (two maps).
Land Board District of Wagga Wagga.
Land Board District of Fortes.
Land Board District of Bourke,
Port Pirie Harbour.
Port Augusta Harbour 
South Australian Eailways.
Murray Biver and Mouth.
Port Victor Harbour.
Sketch showing the character of country from Wyalong to Broken Hill.

THOS. EWING,
Chairman.15th October. 189(3,
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
WORKS.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE,

RAILWAY FROM CONDOBOLIN TO BROKEN HILL.

WEDNESDAY, S AUGUST, 1S96.

Jjttstm:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chaiemak).

Tlie Hon. Feedeeick Thomas Hcmpuoly. 
The Hon. Chaeles James Bobebts, C.M.G. 
Tlie Hon. William Joseph Teickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Hessy Clarke, Esq.,

Chaeles Alfeed Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Feci an, Esq, 
Thomas Henet Hassall, Esq. 
Georoe Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Es<i.

Tlie Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Itailwny i:rom Cobar to Broken Hill.

Henry Deane, Esq., Engincer-in-Chicf, Kailway Construction Branch, Department o£ I’ublic Works,
sworn, aud examined:—

I. Chairman^] Have you a 'statement to make to the Committee? Yes; I will read it. It is as H. Deane, 
follows:— Es,L

Proposed Bailwat from Condobolin to Broken Hill. .

Various routes have been suggested for connecting Broken Hill with the railway system of the Colony. '
The first survey undertaken in that direction was for a line via Condobolin and Euabalong to Wilcannia, 
which was completed in 18S5. This line was indeed so far pi-oceoded with, that at one time it was pro
posed to call for tenders for sleepers, and for the delivery of rails via the river Darling to Wilcannia, but 
this intention was never carried into effect. At that time Silverton was the chief centre of mining in 
the district; Broken Hill not having risen into the important place it has since become. A survey was 
afterwards made of a line via Cobar and Wilcannia to Cockburn, and the proposal to construct a line in 
this direction was under the consideration of the Committee in 1891, the decision arrived at being that it 
was expedient that the line, as far as Broken Hill, should be carried out. It was proposed in June last 
year, at tlie close of the session, to introduce a Bill to sanction the construction of this line, and a motion 
was passed by tbe Legislative Assembly for the suspension of so much of the Standing Orders as would 
preclude the passing of the Bill through all its stages in one day, but theBill was not further proceeded with.
The present proposal to proceed via Condobolin and Menindie seems to have originated during last year. On 
the 21st May, 1895, this Committee presented a report to Parliament recommending the construction of a 
])reposed extension from Parkes to Condobolin, and in clause 10 of their report the question of extending 
the line on to Menindie is referred to. The objects sought by the construction of this line are approxi
mately the same as those advanced in favour ot the lino from Cobar to Broken Hill, but the conditions of 
mining at Broken Hill have undergone some modification since that time. The more easily-treated ores have 
now practically been worked out, but satisfactory methods have been found for dealing with tlie refractory 
sulphide ores, which will no doubt give an impetus to the trade of the district, and it mav be a question 
for consideration whether the ores cannot be conveyed as economically over the railways to the places at 
lllawarra Lake and elsewhere, where it is proposed to treat them, as by sending them via Port Pirie and 
transhipping them there. On the other hand the coal and coke which may he required for Broken Hill 
can be conveyed from Lithgow and delivered at Broken Hill possibly at as cheap a rate as they could be 
carried via South Australia. The line would also intercept the wool traffic along its route and to the 
the north of it, some of which still finds its way into Victoria. It would afford the means for closer 
settlement along the Lachlan, the Willandra Billabong, and the Menindie Lake. It would also serve the 
mineral traffic from the Mount Hope district, and effect a considerable saving of time in the transit of 
mails from the western portions of the Colony. The survey of the lino is now being proceeded with.
Between Condobolin and Euabalong the survey is completed, and two surveyors are pushing on from that 
point towards Mossgiel. From Menindie towards Mossgiel, about 40 miles have been finished; two 
surveyors being engaged on this portion. Between Broken Hill and Menindie the work lias just been 
completed, and Mr. Gumming, the surveyor who was engaged on that length, has been instructed to 
proceed to Mossgiel with the view of working up the central portion of the survey. Although the 
survey has not been completed throughout, quite sufficient information lias been obtained to enable a 
reliable estimate to be submitted. A deviation of the route between Condobolin aud Mossgiel bas been pro
posed, which is strongly recommended for the consideration of the Committee ; that is, one crossing the 
river a little below Condobolin, and proceeding along the southern side of the river to Cudgellico, where it 
would meet the survey already made between Cudgellico and Hillston. From Hillston. westward, the route 

280—A ‘ • ' would
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'Esq1.110’ woll c Proceed to Mossgiel, joining tlie other ronie at that place. This route has many advantages over the 
northern one on the other side of the river. The country on the southern side of the Lachlan lies wholly 

5 Aug., 1896. ^1G central division, whereas the greater part of that on the northern side lies in the western
division, and js consequently not so well adapted for settlement. It also does away with the necessity 
of a branch line to Hillston from the northern route. The total distance will probably not bo much 
exceeded, ^ I expect to be able to submit a special report on this route to tbe Minister within a short 
period of tinie, and the information will then be available for tlie Committee. The residents of Broken 
Hill aud Menindie are strongly in favour of the line, as may be gathered from the representations 
made on their behalf. On the 14th April last, Messrs. Thomas and Cann, M's.P., representing the 
residents of Broken Hill and Menindie, waited upon the Minister to urge that the Government might 
construct the line from Broken Hill to Menindie prior to the construction of the line through from 
Condobolin. At present, they said, Broken Hiil was completely at the mercy of South Australia, 
and if the extension they asked for was constructed it would mean that with the water carriage the district 
would have another outlet. The Municipal Council of Broken Hill appointed a Committee to inquire into 
the subject on their behalf and in March last this Committee issued a report, which contains statistics and 
other information bearing on the subject of the trade of the district, which will no doubt be of value to 
the Committee, and a copy of the report is therefore now handed in. On the 23rd of Juno of this year, 
a petition from the Mayor, aldermen, and inhabitants of Broken Hill and Menindie in favour of a’ line 
from Broken Hill to Menindie, in connection with the proposed line from Condobolin, was presented to 
Parliament. The number of signatures attached to this petition was 3,700. The Collector of Customs 
has also supplied returns showing the value of imports and exports and collections of customs at Broken 
Hill from 1887 to 1805 inclusive, and also a report from the Sub-Collector of Customs at that place 
for 1895.

Official Description.
The official description of the proposed line is as follows:—Length, 3601 miles. Estimated cost, £955,063, 

or £2,606 per mile, exclusive of land and compensation.
This line begins at the termination of the Parkes to Condobolin railway, of which partis now under 

construction at about 329 i miles, and follows the general course of the Lachlan Biver at a distance of about 3 
to 5 miles to the north of it as far as Euabalong; thence about west by south, crossing tbe Willandra Creek in 
the parish of G-unnagi, county of Blaxland ; thence on the south bank of that creek to Mossgiel, and duo 
west to the north-east corner of the pastoral bolding “ Kilfera A.'* The line now takes a west-north
west course, heading for Menindie, and crossing theHarling Biver there ; the north bank of the Menindie 
Lake is then skirted, and the previous bearing is resumed to the south boundary of tbe parisli of 
Moorkaie, county of Yaukowiuna, where Stephens’ Creek is crossed ; the line then bends south-west to 
Broken Hill, ending at about 696 miles from Sydney. The line has easy works throughout, with the 
exception of the bridges over the Darling Biver, the "Willandra Billabong, and the Talyawalka and 
Stephens’ Creeks. The ruling grade is 1 in 100.

Railway Commissioners'1 Report.
The Bailway Commissioners’ report is as follows :—

* Proposed Maihoay, Condobolin to Broken Hill, via Menindie, 366i miles.

Office of the Kaihvny Commissioners of New South Wales, Sydney, 29 May, 1896.
^ The Hon. G. IT. Keid, M.P., Premier and Minister for Railways,—

"tt mi reference to our report on this hue, dated 8th May, 1896, and the roquest of the Honorable the Premier that some 
estimalo of traffic should he put forward, as previously expressed, there is groat difficulty in giving any reliable estimate of 
the traffic. The uncertainty as to the development that may arise in connection with the Broken Hill traffic makes it 
almost impossible to give any definite information. It will ho alia matter of surmise until the construction of the line has 
been definitely decided upon, and tlie miue-owners can make schemes for dealing with their ores, either in connection with 
tile Darling River or elsewhere m New South Wales.

From a careful study of the local business, it would appear that a revenue, including the allowance for the conveyance 
of mails, of about £12,717 per annum would be realised. This is tho purely local jiroportion to be allocated to tbe new 
line. The traffic that would be collected by the line would bring in a revenue to the existing railways of about £17,000 
per annum, in addition to the local earning before referred to.

(E. M. G. EDDY,
Chief Commissioner. 

CHARLES OLIVER,

Commissioner.
W. M. EEHON,

n. imujAimijAa. Commissioner.

The report of the 8th May therein referred to is as follows:—
. Proposed Railway, Condobolin to Broken Hill, via Menindie, 3G6i miles.

Office of the Railway Commissioners of New South Wales, Sydney, S May, 1896. 
The Honorable Tho Minister for Public Works,—

In accordance with the request of the Honorable the Minister, and under the provisions of section 13 of the “Public 
Works Act of 1888,” we beg to report as under :—

Cost of amstructicm—
The Engineer-in-Chief for Construction estimates the cost of constructing an 

unfenced single line of light railway (exclusive of land and compensation) at
about.................................................................................................................................... £956,000

Rolling stock-will be required to the value of about ..................................................... 109,000

Annual cost—
Capital expenditure at 31 per cent........................................................... £3+,287
Working expenses, all departments, about ............................................... 25,000

Total annual cost .............................. ..............59,287
When reporting upon the proposed extension of the railway line from Parkes to Condobolin, under date the 19th February, 1895, we stated that,—

. - ■ the line should be looked upon to a great extent as a part of a national line, ultimately being extended to
servo the Lachlan district as far as Hillston, and later on by a fulthcr extension to Menindie on the Darling. It will bo 
observed by the map attached hereto that this, together with a future extension of the Cobar line to Wilcannia, would 
make an excellent division of the central and western districts of tho Colony,

Ultimately
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“ UJtiinately tlie line will be of enonnous advantage to the settlers in these districts, - and will also largely influence 
the question of the present abstraction of New South Wales wool into Victoria, as, if the pastoralists are able to put then 
traffic into the railway lines closely adjoining their runs, it would put a stop to the cartage that now goes on^to the 
Murrumbidgee River, and thence via, Echuca to Melbourne, particulars of wdiich arc shown in the attached papers. o Aug., ISUb.

We are still of the same opinion.
The consideration of this question is, however, so much allected by the scheme recently reported upon by us in 

connection with an extension of the Cobar line to Broken Hill ilia Wilcannia that we feel obliged to refer to that scheme, 
and to assume that the Government wall not now proceed with the construction of that line. It will be, in our opinion, a 
long time before two new routes to the Darling will ho necessary ; but as the Orange and Molong line has now been 
extended to Parkes and Forbes, and a further extension has been authorised to Condobolin, we are of the opinion that if the 
Government decide to construct a line to Broken Hill the Lachlan River and Menindie route should be adopted, as it not 
only affords the through connection intended to be given to Broken Hill, but also gives it by means of the shortest route, 
and would enable the New South Wales railway system to conserve to itself a great deal of the traffic from the centre 
of New South Wales which is now obtained by adjoining colonics, and it will also be a groat advantage to the district.

In regard to distances, the distance from Sydney to Broken Hill via Wilcannia will be 734 miles, and via Parkes,
Condobolin, and Menindie, (iOli miles. This is of considerable moment in connection with the question of direct communi
cation with Broken Hill, and also that of a direct route from Sydney to Adelaide,

R. Deane, 
E»q.

As regards the probable traffic, no reliable information can be given.

The Common Seal of the Railway Commissioners 
of New South Wales was hereunto affixed^ 

. this 8th day of May, 1896, in the presence' 
of,—

H. McLaciilan.

E. M. G. EDDY, _ _
Chief Commissioner,

CHARLES OLIVER,
Commissioner.

W. M. FEHON,
Commissioner.

The following was also received:—
Proposed Railway, Condobolin to Broken Hill, via Menindie, 366J miles.

Office of the Railway Commissioners of New South Wales, Sydney, 8 May, 1896. 
Tho Honorable The Minister for Public Works,—

With regard to tlie requirements of the “Public Works Act of 1888,” section 13, as to the Railway Commissioners giving an 
estimate of the revenue to be derived from proposed railways, we bog to point out that tho proposal for tho eonstrucUun 
of a line through to Broken Hill is of a most unique kind, and it is impossible to estimate the traffic.

The question, as wo put it in our report, can only he dealt with from a national point of view, and until the line is 
opened its effect upon Broken Hill and the direction in which that place will trade can only he a matter of opinion, and 
any figures that we might give could not be looked upon as reliable, and it is therefore undesirable for us to put forward 
figures that wu cannot justify. .
° E. M. G. EDDY,

Chief Commissioner.
CHARLES OLIVER,

Commissioner.
W. M. FEHON,

Commissioner.

The subjoined table of distances has been prepared, and will probably prove of interest to tbe Committeo:
ililes.

Sydney to Condobolin .................................................. 3294
Condobolin to Menindie ................................ ........ 3004
Menindie to Broken Hill............................................... 60

Sydney to Broken Hill...................................... 606

Sydney to Condobolin ................................................. 329^
Condobolin to Wilcannia.......................................... 970
Wilcannia to Broken Hill ...................................... HSJ

Sydney to Broken Hill...................................... 7IS

Sydney to Cobar......................................................... 409
Cobar to Wilcannia ................................................. 156&
Wilcannia to Broken Hill ...................................... 118£

Sydney to Broken Hill...................................... 734

Broken Hill to Cockbum.......................................... 35
Cockburn to Adelaide ..................................   299

Broken Hill to Adelaide ...................................... 334

Sydney to Adelaide, via Melbourne......... ............ 1,059
Adelaide to Broken Hiil.............................   334

Sydney to Broken Hill...................................... 1,393

Sydney to Lithgow ............................................   96

Sydney to Condobolin...... ......................... ........... 329J
Condobolin to Euabalong......................................... 44
Euabalong to point A............................................. 4Si
Point A to Hillston ...................................................... 22

Sydney to Hillston .............................................. 444

Sydney to Condobolin...................................   329J
Condobolin to Euabalong............................................. 44
Euabalong to Lake Cudgellico.................................. 194

Sydney to Lake Cudgellico.................................. 393

Miles.
Sydney to Temora..................................................... 291
Temora to Wyalong.............................................  40 ) ,nn
Wyalong to Cudgellico........................................ 69 f

Sydney to Cudgellico .............................................. 400
Cudgellico to Hillston............................................. 64

Sydney to Hillston .......................................... 434

Sydney to Adelaide, via Melbourne...................... 1,059

Sydney to Broken Hill, Cobar........................... 734
Broken Hill to Adelaide.......................................... 334

Sydney to Adelaide.............. ............ -............ 1,068

Sydney to Broken Hill, via Condobolin and Wil
cannia ......................................................................... 718

Broken Hill to Adelaide.......................................... 334

Sydney to Adelaide .......................................... 1,052

Sydney to Broken Hill, via Menindie .................. 696
Broken Hill to Adelaide ................................   334

Sydney to Adelaide......................................... 1,030

Brisbane to Broken Hill, tiia Sydney and Mel
bourne .................................................................. 2.116

Brisbane to Broken Hill, nm Wcrris Crook,
Dubbo, Parkes, and Menindie.......................... 1,134

Brisbane to Broken Hill, via Dublin and Cobar ... 1,085
Brisbane to Broken Hill, via Parkes, Condobolin,

and Wilcannia .................................................... 1,159
Brisbane to Adelaide, ria Sydney and Melbourne 1,781
Brisbane to Adelaide, via Wet ns Creek, Parkes,

and Menindie .....................................................  1,468
Brisbane to Adelaide, W& Dubbo and Cobar ........ 1,419
Brisbane to Adelaide, rift Dubbo, Parkes, and

Wilcannia............................................................. 1,493

The
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H Esa?Ue’ The fo]Iowin" is a detailed estimate ot the cost of the line

'2^""i89e , Condobolin to Menindie rind Broken. JIM, eia Mossgiel.

Estimate.
Condobolin, 329J miles to 587i- miles—256 miles at £2,200 ... .
Viaduct—10,560 lineal foot at 50s. ... ... ... ... ... ,

. Permanent-way material—2 miles at £850................ !" ’
Laying permanent-way—3,520 lineal yards at Is............................. !

587-J- miles to 623 miles—35| miles at £2,500 ... ... ,.. ...
623 miles to 630 miles—Crossing of Darling and station at Menindie 
030 miles to 635 miles—5 miles at £2,500 ...............
035 miles to 683 miles—48 miles at £2,300 ...'
683 miles to 096 miles (Broken Hill)—13 miles at £3,750 
Station, Broken Hiil ... ... ... ... ...
Telegraph................................................... ' ' *”

£563,200
26,400

1,700
176

£591,476
88.750 
90,187 
12,500

110,400
48.750 

6,000 
7,000

Total £955,063

Condobolin to Broken Hill 
Average cost per mile . 
Puling grade ... .
Minimum radius of curves 
Pencing not included.

Mr. Stawell’s report is as follows:—

366j- miles. 
£2,606.
1 in 100.
14 chains.

Bxploratioti, Condololin to Menindie and Tivoken Bill.

S’r> . Railway Construction Braucli, 17 December, ]S9o.
. I have the honor to forward the following report on the exploration of the route of the proposed extension

Condobolin to Menindie and Broken Hill.
Th® trial survey, Condobolin to Wilcannia, would be adopted as far as the 400-mile peg, or thereabouts. My report 

Will therefore be confined to the country beyond that point.
On leaving tho Condobolin and \\ ilcannia line tiie Menindie and Broken Hill line would take a direct course for 

Ivanhoe, which township would be at alxmt 4S7 miles ; the line would then bear nearly due west, passing to the south of 
Bullabulka Lake, at about 5b5 miles ; thence in a north-westerly direction, crossing the Talyawalka, at about 598 miles, 
and the Darling about 7 miles further on, the town of Menindie would be readied at about (iOo miles. The route'would 
now pass between Lakes Menindie and Pamaniaroo, the line winding about somewhat for 7 or S miles, in order to avoid 
the large sand-hills, from this point there are two routes into Broken Hill—one on tbe north side of Stephens’ Creek, 
and one crossing the crook near the Quandong, and thence Rock well into Broken Hill.

.. Taking the Stephens Creek route, on clearing the sand-hills the line would run direct for the crossinn of the 
IVilcannia Road and Stephens Creek, and thence into Broken Hill along the trial line from Wilcannia,

By the Quandong icutc, the hue, on clearing the sand-hills, would run slightly to the north of west for about.oO miles 
to the Rockwell; thonco, hy a winding course .through low hills, it would pass to the east of South Broken Hill, and curvin® 
round would enter the town of Broken Rill at the north-east corner, near the Wilcannia Road. °

The total distance would, he about G7o miles from Sydney by the Stephens’ Creek route, the distance being almost 
the same by the Quandong and Rockwell route.

A more direct line from Ivanhoe to Menindie would pass between Sayers’ and Brummy's Lakes, and between Bulla
bulka and Ratcatcher’s Lakes. The creeks joining these lakes aie both wide and deep, running strongly in flood-time, and 
would together require over 1,000 lineal feet of viaduct. It would be better to adopt the slightly longer route described, 
and go to the south of Bullabulka Lake.

For the first 170 miles the country is very easy, aud a surface line could he obtained for nearly the whole distance, 
open plains or gently undulating thiuly-timlicrGd country being passed through, A few sand-hills and swamps would be 
met with, but these could easily he avoided. The Cunuagi Creek, filled hy the overflow of the Willandra, would be 
almost the only defined watercourse met with.

For the next 33 miles or so the route for a large portion of the distance would be over saud-bills, and it would 
probably be necessary to run into low banks and cuttings in places. These sand-hills are nearly all covered with scrub or 
coarse grass. and_there would be very little trouble caused by drifting sand.

The next 7 miles is the stretch of flooded country between the Talyawalka and the Darling.
Tho line would cross the Talyawalka at “ The Slip-rails,” where high ground can be got right up to the eastern bank. 

The ground on the western side is low and intersected with ana-branches and lagoons. At least, 20 chains of viaduct would 
be required here. Flooded flats for about 3 miles are now met with, and then the Three-Mile Creek is crossed; then about 
’’ miles more of flooded flats up to the eastern bank of the Darling, which would he crossed near the north-east comer of 
the town of Menindie.

The river is here about 25S feet across from top to top of hank, the bottom being alwit 42 feet below tlie flood-mark 
of 1S90- •

The water is from I ft 6 in. to 4 ft. deep over the flats, which are of black soil.
There are a few sand-hills in places, and by running the line from one to another the amount of flooded country might 

be reduced to about G miles.
Numerous openings would he required along the flats and a long viaduct on approaching the Barling,
On crossing the Darling high ground is got almost at once, and for the next 7 or 8 miles the country is a series of 

sand-lulls, hut the larger ones, which are likely to cause trouble from drifting sand, can nearly all be avoided.
On clearing the sand-hills the country is once more easy for the next 45 miles or so, and a surface line could he made 

nearly all the way, cither hy the Stephens’ Creek route or the Quandong and Rockwell route, the country passed through 
being for the most part salt-bush and blue-bush plains.

The remaining distance into Broken Hill is undulating, and in places hilly and rocky.
This latter part is the only place where there "would be any difficulty in getting a ruling grade as flat as 1 in 100.
The lengths of different kinds of country passed through beyond the 400-mile peg are approximately as follows 

215 miles easy country, suitable for a surface line.
40 miles sand-hills ; line would be in light bank and cutting and “ forming. ”

7 miles flooded country.
13 miles rather hilly, near Broken Hill,

clay.

cases

Total .. 275 miles,
1 or the most part the soil passed over is a red loam, in places ratiier sandy. The subsoil is either a 

The surface ground is very friable, and is easily cut away hy running water.
There would he very little trouble from tbe drifting sand, except from the largo bare sand-hills, and 

the drift could easily be dealt with.
No stone is met with until nearing Broken Hill. ,

red or yellow 

even in these

The
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1 he tinibcr, except on tho rivers, is useless. It would be difficult to procure any even suitable for fencing, 
le gum growing on tins Ixinka of the Darling is crooked, stunted, aud of poor (inaiity. It is quite unfit for bridge 

work, but some good enough for sleepois might be found.
d lie i ed gum on the Lacfdan, near Euabalong, is good, and might be used in parts of tlie timber openings.
1 lie route IS, from an engineering point of view, decidedly the best. It is fairly direct, and is throughout on sound 

'i1 tl1iC e^cel)!;lc",‘ of tlic flooded country between the Talyawalka and the Darling, which is unavoidable. For the 
first lUU miles the Imc is, however, ou the extreme edge of tlie good counliy, a great deal of land to the north being 
acruoby, ami m places ridgy and practically useless cither for pasture or agriculture. The resumed areas of the runs 
about here are unteuanted.

fowaids the Willandra Creek, and more especially to the south, the land is very good, and nearly all the resumed 
areas or the runs have been taken up and settled as homestead leases.

A line to serve tiiis country best n nuld cross the Willandra Creek somewhere near Koto homestead, and keeping far 
enoug1 ®out i to avoid the flooded country, would run to Mossgiel; thence nearly due west for about 40 miles, passing to 
end oTnulKhufka^Wn,mP’ an'* f'16'106 in a north-westerly direction, joining the route via Ivanhoe at the south

■ ^ ^>e f ’"’i®3 longer than the one via Ivanhoe, and in addition would have to cross and afterwards
recross the \\ illandra, and run through a considerable amount of Hooded country, the Willaudia at its western cud running 
out into a senes of lakes and swamps.

11 however, serve all the country to the north of tlie Willandra equally as well as the Ivanhoe line, and
would m addition serve a large stretch of country to the south of the Wiltandni, which tlie latter lino would lie of little or 
no use to.
...... ff t*'B |ine ’wc™ riln t0 Mossgiel, and then on to Ivanhoe, even more Hooded country would have to he crossed, the
it uiandra between these two towns being from 7 to S) miles wide in flood, the water on the plains being about li feet deep.
I lie length of the hue would also be increased by about J3 miles.

I consider this would lie the worst of the three routes.
<■ i Ii routes the country is very level, and a surface line could bomade, except where it was necessary
to keep the formation above fiood-level. I lfavc &c
'I'he Engineer-in-Chicf, Kailway Construction Branch. 1 j. M.’ STAWELL.
I also produce tho Boole of Eeferenee aud a compilation of the county maps ou a scale of 2 miles to the inch. 
w'i -r Vi hy did you decide to take the line hy way of Menindie instead of going by way of 
Wilcannia irom Cobar It is a question of country more than anything else, I believe, 
o. Country from an engineering point of view ? No ; country considered in its contributive value.
*■ 17,rom an eilbln®ering point of view, would the other routes be equally as good ? The cost per mile 
on the other routes would he higher, but tire total cost would be less. The cheapest way of making' the 
connection would bo to go from Cobar through Wilcannia. °
5, Why ? Because the distance is less.
0. Would the cost of construction he greater or less per mile? It would be greater. The distance from 
Cobar to Broken Hill, via Wilcannia, is 275 miles, aud the estimated total cost of constructing a railway 
along that route is £800,000 or £2,909 per mile.
7. What would be the cost of a line from Condobolin, via Wilcannia, to Broken Hill ? Approximately, 
the same as the cost of the line submitted ; hut tho distance is 388^ miles, as against 3GGi- miles.
3. bo that the line would cost about £55,000 more ? Tcs; fully that.
9 Have the estimates for all these lines been computed on the same basis and on the same scale ? Yes. 
It you refer to tho Committee's report upon the Cobar line, you will find that my estimate was then 
in rr ’ j ^ ^ 11avc slnco reduced it so. as to bring that line into comparison with this.
10. How docs the country in the vicinity of Wilcannia compare with the country in the vicinity of 
Menmdie? In each case there are flats on the eastern side of the river, where the land is subiect to 
inundation hy the rising of tho river and the Talyawalka Creek, At Menindie you have the advantage, 
whatever that may be—attention has often been called to it—of the Menindie Lake.

Both at Menindie and "W ilcannia there is a scries of ana-branches and billahongs to provide against ?

.i XJ&&D0J
Esq.

5 Aug., 1896.

12. In which place is the country, in your opinion, least liable to floods ? The crossing at Menindie is
very much the better of the two. The water-ways there are more contracted, and there is less flooded
country to cross.
13. The difficulties to he contended with are met on approaching the river? Yes. The crossing at 
Menindie was assumed to be as costly as that at Wilcannia; but I have recently found that there would 
bo much less trouble at Menindie, and consequently a reduction may be made in the estimates, as I proposo 
to subsequently point out to the Committee.
14. A reduction upon the estimates already given to us ? Yes. 1 am of opinion that tho crossing at 
Menindie will cost.£25,000 less than the crossing at Wilcannia.
lo. Are you speaking of tho bridge alone ? Of the bridge and viaduct.
1G. The cross section before the Committee will show the nature of the difficulties to be met in
approaching the fiver at either Wilcannia or Menindie ? Tho length of route subject to flooding near 
Menmdie is 3 miles r2 chains, while near Wilcannia tlie length of route liable to he flooded is 5 miles 78 
chains.
17. Then, of course, the approaches to the river at Wilcannia must he more expensive than the approaches 
to the river at Menindie ? Yes.
15. Had that fact any weight in tho determination to adopt the Menindie route ? No ; because I was not 
then aware that the approaches to the river at that point would he less expensive.
flood level'11)r01,°Se ^ allow floods to S° over your viaduct ? No. 1 would keep the railway above

20. To what height would it he necessary to raise it to do that? From 2 to 5 feet. Of course tho 
construction ot the main bridge across the river would necessitate a higher level at that point.
21. Once you cross the Darling at Menindie, there is very little flooded country on the other side ? There 
is no flooded country on the other side, either at Menindie or Wilcannia.
22. Of what do yon propose to construct the bridge at Menindie ? Of steel, with timber approaches.
23. Are there any difficulties to he overcome between Menindie and Broken Hill ? No.

IV8 aI! flat countl7’ a,ld lloi: subject to floods ? Yes. There is one little matter to which I directed 
Mr. BtaweU to pay special attention. It was reported to me that the sand hills on the Menindie side 
of _ tho river would be likely to give trouble, because the sand was constantly shif tin o'; but Mr. Stawell 
points out that the portion of the line from Menindie to Broken Hill which was put down some time ago 
has not been injured by the shifting of the sand, and he thinks that the sand would cause no trouble to 
the railway.
25. Do you propose that the middle part of your bridge should bo movable, no as to allow of free 
navigation in the river ? Yes. or.
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H. peane, 2G. Will that not interfere with the railway traffic ? I do not think so. It seems scarcely worth while to
Eeq. put a high-level bridge in such a remote district. I have asked the Itailway Commissioners their opinion

UP011 suhject, and they agree that it would be undesirable to incur the extra expense which would be 
' necessitated by the construction of a very high bridge.

27. The construction of a high-level bridge would mean tbe raising of the approaches ? Yes, and that 
would be a very great element in the expense, because it would mean tbe use of steel in tbe approaches 
for some distance on each side. The height would be too great for timber. _
2S. You are aware that there is a large area of country there which is often covered with flood-
water? Yes.
29. In making your calculations have you taken into consideration the periods of high flood as distinguished 
from those of ordinary floods ? Yes.
30. Have you calculated the effect likely to be produced by debris passing down the stream in times of 
flood ? Yes.
31. Have you bridges in other parts of the Colony subject to similar risks ? Yes ; there is tho bridge 
over the Murrumbidgee at Wagga Wagga, the bridge at Narrandera, and the bridge over the Murray, 
at Albury.
32. These bridges have not suffered any injury from floods ? No. Then there are the bridges over the 
larger rivers on the Western line.
33. Both the bridge and tbe viaduct will be above the highest known flood-level ? Yes. _ _
34. It is held by some people that the Wilcannia crossing is better than the Menindie crossing, inasmuch 
as the country at Wilcannia is less liable to be flooded than the Menindie country ; do the reports of your 
staff support that contention ? No ; on the contrary, as you will see by the section before the Committee, 
there is less flooded country at Menindie than at Wilcannia.
35. Have you any reports in the office which would lead to the conclusion that the Wilcannia crossing is 
better than the Menindie crossing ? I do not know of any.
36. Yon would know of them if there were any such reports in existence? I think so.
37. Yon look upon the proposed work as one of very great importance ? Yes,
38. And no detail in connection with it has escaped your observation ? I think not. _
39. Is the proposed line to be fenced? No. I propose to make it a surface line, as far as possible, 
having earthworks, but no ballast, except in such places as it maybe absolutely necessary. The experience 
wo have had on the Morceline, and on the completed portion of the Bcrrigan line, leads me to believe that 
the proposed style of construction will prove very successful.
40. Neither of the lines you mention are actually open for traffic? No ; but the contractors have been 
running over the Moree line for a nnmber of months.
41. Carrying both goods and passengers ? Yes.
42. That would subject the line to as much trial as ordinary traffic ? Yes.
43. With an additional number of sleepers you can get the requisite amount of support for the rails ? 
In black-soil country during wet weather there is some difficulty in packing; but even on the Moree line 
that difficulty has not proved very great.
44. It is of the first importance that the Committee should receive your assurance that the policy of 
constructing lines without ballast, recently adopted in this Colony, has, so far, met with your approval, 
and has been a success. Do you give the Committee that assurance ? Yes. Of course I wish the 
Committee to understand that this style of construction, although very suitable for light lines, is more 
liable to be washed away during an unprecedentedly heavy fall of rain than a heavier construction; but the 
stoppage caused thereby is not so serious, because the damage can be more easily made good.
45. A heavier style of construction is more expensive, and, in the event of a washaway, causes a longer
interruption of traffic ? Yes. I do not think, however, that it is likely that the line will he washed 
away. There have been several reports—I suppose ill-natured reports—from people in the district—to 
the effect that miles of the Moree line have been washed away ; but, although I have been over that lino 
twice, I have been unable to find after careful inspection, that so much as a lineal foot has been washed 
away. •
46. In all cases where you do without ballast, you make ample provision for the escape of water ? Yes ; 
I act on the best information I can get.
47. It is a somewhat difficult matter to make this provision in flat country? Yes.
48. The success of the two lines you have mentioned justifies you in adopting the same style of con
struction on the proposed route where the country is similar ? Yes.
49. Do you propose to use your sleepers in the same way as you did on the Moree line? Yes.
50. You have found that there has been no displacement or subsidence of the bank ? Yes.
51. How do you provide for crossings. Have you any cattle stops? At cross fences we shall put in 
cattle stops.
52. Do you think it will he necessary to use ballast in certain places ? I think ballast will be required in 
some places.
53. Would it be easy to get ballast anywhere close to the line? After you pass Cugong there are really 
no hills, and there is no gravel.
54. Then, if in the future they require to strengthen the line, we should have to bring ballast from some 
distance ? Yes, I think so.
55. That would make the work of ballasting somewhat expensive ? Yes, but I do not think that ballasting 
would be necessary.
56. At what rate of speed will it be possible to run over the proposed line ? About 29 miles an hour 
would he a fair speed.
57. That is very slow now-a-days? This sort of line is not suitable for express traffic.
58. Will rolling stock of any special kind be required for the proposed line ? No. The ordinary rolling 
stock will he used.
59. Will any special kind of engine be required ? No.
GO. There will be no additional expense for roiling stock ? The Commissioners have put down a sum for 
new rolling stock.
61. But they do not mean to convey the idea that rolling stock of a special description will be required ? 
No.

62.
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They will be of the most elementary hiud. 
forms and galvanized iron sheds ? I do n<not

Yes.

62. Wliat»ahoufc the construction of your railway stations ? _ _
63. Would it not be possible to hnvo simply small carlh platforms and galvanized
think that they would be much cheaper than tho stations wo are putting up now. _
61. There are places whore yon would have to provide residences for the station masters? Yes.
65. But it is intended to have all platforms, sheds, and stations of the cheapest possible ebareter ?
66. The line is to he constructed with a view to cheapness from every point of view ? Yes.
67. How long will the work of construction take? That is very diitcult to say. It will depend upon
the supply of sleepers more than upon anything else. The work could be tackled at three places at once, 
it could he tackled at each end, and at the Barling, and while the construction of the line is going on the 
bridge could be built. _
68. Would it be possible to carry on tbe work in four sections simultaneously ? Tes. ^ _
69. And what time would it take to complete it ? The greatest distance from any starting point would
be 150 miles, and allowing six months to give the earth-works a start and a month for each following 
section of 10 miles, you would require twenty-one months to complete the work. Altogether it might be 
done well under two years. Of course, the possibility of constructing tho lino in that time depends upon 
the supply of sleepers available. It is a great mistake to suppose that the supply of ironbark or of redguin 
is unlimited. ,
70. Ho you propose to use squared or half-round sleepers ? 1 would use round-topped slcopors of ironbark
or other suitable timber. Bcdgum sleepers would probably be sawn. _
1 Would you object to the redgum sleepers being sawn if you could get them at tho same price as split

H. Deane, 
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No. _
Yes, 1 would take bos if

sleepei's? Redgum is more easily worked by sawing.
72. Is there not an abundant supply of redgum in the vicinity of tbe Darling ?
73. Would you take other timber besides redgum or ironbark for sleepers?
I could get it, but I doubt if it can be got. _
74:. It would be very expensive to get ironbark out there? Yes; the sleepers would have to he carried 
from the districts nearer the coast.
75. Would you take other timber besides ironbark, redgum, and box? I do not know of any other 
suitable timber that could be got.
76. You will also require timber for your viaducts ? Yes.
77. Have you provided for that in your estimate ? Yes. _ _
78. If it were not for that expensive portion of the line, which involves the construciiou of a bridge and 
viaduct, the railway would be a very cheap one? Yes ; 1 have estimated that part of the line which goes 
through the flooded country at £13,000 a mile ; while the cost of the other part of the lino varies from 
£2,200 to £2,500. The smaller waterways would be expensive, because of the cost of getting timber for 
them. If you could get your materials cheaply, the construction would cost very little.
79. If you were as favourably situated as you are at Moree tho cost could be reduced ? Yes. _
80. You are not providing a line to carry the maximum amount of traffic ; you are simply providing for 
the requirements of tho day ? I have not provided a line for express traffic.
81. Inasmuch as probably only one train a day will be needed, you are not providing a track to carry half 
a dozen heavily loaded fast trains ? No.
82. You leave it to the future to build up the line in accordance with the requirements of tho traffic ? 
Yes ; if the traffic increased it would be worth while to put the line on a bettor footing. The work of 
ballastiug could be commenced from the eastern end.
83. Without interrupting the traffic ? Yes. _
84. Why was not the line taken direct from Cobar to Menindie, or to Broken Hill ? After leaving Cobar, 
tho first object was to get to Wilcannia. I'rom Wilcannia to Broken Hill the line will he pretty straight, 
but between Cobar and Wilcannia there would have to be several twists to avoid rough country, aud to 
get round flooded land.
85. Is there an alternative scheme from Condobolin to Wilcannia ? A line has been surveyed from Con
dobolin to Wilcannia ; that line is shown by a dotted red line on the sketch map before the Committee.
86. Has a direct lino been surveyed ? That is not feasible, because of the Mount Hope ranges.
87. Why does not the line take a straight course from Condoholhi to Menindie? If you went straight
across you would have to traverse heavy ridgy country near Mount Hope, and within GO miles of Menindie 
you would come upon country subject to floods. The shaded patches shown on the county map aro 
shallow depressions which fill up in times of flood. They are due, I understand, to a breakaway from tho 
Darling and the Talyawalka Creek, flowing in a southerly direction, and crossing tho proposed line about 
570 or 580 miles from Sydney. _
88. Are tbe Mount Hope ranges very formidable ? I believe that they are very troublesome. The third, 
and indeed the principal, reason for making the bend to the south, is to follow the good country near tho
river, and on tho Willandra Billabong.
89. Have you taken the line out of its direct course in order to reach any centre of population ? We 
go through more settled country.
90. Now as to the dotted red line showing a deviation hy way of Cudgellico and Hillston, what class of
country does it go through ? I am having a report prepared upon that line, and I would like to defer au 
expression of opinion upon, it until I get that report. _
91. You have not been through the country from eud to end ? No, I have only seen bits of it. _
92. Do you apprehend any serious danger from flooding in the neighbourhood of the Lachlan ? No.
93. Is not part of the Lachlan country liable to floods? After leaving Condobolin we keep clear of the 
flooded country. I have taken a great deal of care to keep out of tho reach of floods.
94. Are we right in supposing that none of the country traversed by the proposed lino will be subject to 
floods, except that in the neighbourhood of Menindie ? No, I do not say that. At the crossing of the 
Billabong, and in the neighbourhood of Mossgiel, there is some country which is probably subject to floods, 
but I have allowed for 2 miles of viaduct to cross that'country.
95. Will you have a bridge at Condobolin? No.
96. How will you provide water for the engine ? We shall have to make tanks. _
97. Are there any existing tanks or bores ? There are some existing tanks. The roads throughout this
country are provided with tanks, but I expect to have to provide more. _
98. Is tho cost of providing tanks included in the estimat e ? Yes, I have included it in the running cost,
99. Are there any artesian bores near the proposed line? No. 100-
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H. Deane, IOO. Is that country outside the cretaceous belt? It is outside the water-bearing region. The*formation 
underlying it is palicozoic.

5 Au"., 189C. y°u obtain your report upon the Hillston deviation, will you be able to give the Committee
0 ’ an idea of its coat ? Yes; I will do so. It will be seen that if you take into consideration the cost of the 

proposed line and a branch to Hillston, which the Hailway Commissioners very much favour, it would 
probably ho higher than tlie cost of carrying the line along the southern side of the river and through 
Hillston.
102. Does the country slope gradually towards the Darling from Condobolin ? It is almost a dead level, 
except for a low range at Cugong, about 22 miles out from Coudobolin.
103. The ruling grade Is 1 in 100 ? Yes. and most of the line will be much flatter than that.
101. There are no engineering difficulties to be met ? bib. The only noticeable grades will he near 
Condobolin, at Cugong, and at Broken Hill. ”
105. Is there any special feature in connection with this proposed extension which deserves more than 
ordinary consideration. Does this line differ in any great respect from any other line ? No ; except in 
its distance from centres of population and the difficulty of getting materials.
106. And the large amount of piling to be done ? Yes.
107. "Will not the piling mean a very heavy expenditure upon maintenance ? No.
108. 'Will not tho timber be subject to dry rot, and the ravages of white ants ? Timber will last very 
well.
109. What about the experience at Wagga ? That timber was not at all suitable. As far as I remember 
tho Wagga case, the best timber was n,ot used there, and in fact was not even specified. I do not think 
that ironbark piles were specified. In this case 1 shall have ironbark or redgum.
110. You are determined to have none but the best timber ? Yes.
111. Knowing that unless the best timber is used the future expense of maintenance will be very 
great ? Yes.

THURSDAY, 6 AUGUST, 189G.

JHfsmf:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chaieman).

The Hon. Ehederick Thomas Hummikey. 
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Tejckext.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles .Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Regan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Phancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Henry Deane, Esq., Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,
sworn, and further examined:—

H. Deane, 112. Mr. W riff Jit.'] Three routes have been proposed for reaching the Darling—one starting from Cobar, 
Lsq. tbe route under consideration by the Committee, and the route starting from Temora? I do not; remember

r aU^ suSSesti™ the railway from Temora to the Darling. A line has been surveyed from Temora
6 Aug,, 1896. to Hillston, which could connect with an alternative line to Menindie.

113. Are you familiar with the route from Temora to Hillston and then on to the Darling ? I have been 
over the route from Temora to Lake Cudgellico,
114. Is it easy country to traverse ? Yes. There is a ridge near B illston; but there is no difliculty about 
it.
115. Is the Cobar route easy from an engineering point of view ? It is not so easy as that submitted to
the Committee. There arc several ridges to cross. *
116. You think that the scheme before the Committee is the best from an engineering point of view ? 
Yes.
117. You are not personally familiar with the country? No, I have not been further west that Lake 
Cudgellico.
118. What is the country betweeiYCondoboIin and Euabalong like ? It is good country. The river flats 
are extremely good.
119. Have you been beyond Euabalong? Only to cross to Lake Cudgellico.
120. Have you any report from your officers as to the nature of the country to be traversed ? The report 
of Mr, Stawell, which I handed in yesterday, deals with it to some extent. "
121. You can fairly well rely upon the report submitted by that gentleman ? Yes, he is a very good 
officer.
122. Is the country between Condobolin and Lake Cudgellico good, with tho exception of the Dundoo
Hills ? It was all good country that.[ went through. The only bit that might be said to be poor was 
about half a mile crossing the small range that runs out at Cugong. .
123. Have you any report upon the country between Lake Cudgellico aud Hillston ? Yes, we have tho 
surveyors’ report.
124. That is fairly good country ? Yes.
125. If you took the proposed line further souih, it would go much nearer to Hillston ? It would go 
through Hillston.
126. And the deviation would have the further advantage of passing through a portion of the central
division suitable for settlement ? Yes. *
127. This deviation would only increase the total distance by about 6 miles ? I do not think that it 
would increase the length of the line by more than 6 or 8 miles.
128. Do you not think that it is desirable, considering that nearly £1,000,000 is involved in the proposal 
before the Committee, that you should personally inspect the country traversed ? The country is so easy 
in character, and would require so much time to traverse, that it is rather questionable. '

129.
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129. Arc you satisfied that the necessary attention has been given to the country to enable you to 
determine tho best route for a railway? Yes. I get from time to time the reports of the surveyors, and 
I get plans and sections, so that I am able to judge of the nature of the country, and of the work to bo 
done in constructing a line through it.
130. Do the surveyors indicate tho geological formation of the country in which they arc working, the 
nature of the soil there, and so forth ? They frequently do.
131. Have they done so in this instance ? Yes ; you will see that Mr. Stawell says a good deal about the 
nature of tho country. The surveyors report that they are going through mallee country, or through 
sandy country, or whatever it may be.
132. Do you think that all necessary attention has been given to the exploration of this country ? Yes; 
and the necessary surveys arc now being proceeded with. Tlie information will be complete when they 
are finished.
133. Coming now to tho question of construction, you proposo to use half round sleepers ? Itound- 
topped sleepers. The sleepers will be squared at the sides.
134. Do you propose to use hardwood ? Yes.
135. Is there no chance of using the cypress pine which grows in the district ? I do not think that tho 
cypress pine is a suitable timber for sleepers. Ju the first place, it is brittle, and, in the second place, 
the spikes would not hold in it permanently; they would work loose.
13G. It is said to be very durable wood when exposed to moisture ? Yes: except for its brittleness, and 
the probability of the spikes getting loose, it would be a very good timber for the purpose.
137. How would its brittleness affect a sleeper ? It might break in two, and that would be a source of 
danger.
13S. Do you think that the rail would break the sleeper? It would work down into if, because of the 
soft nature of the wood.
139. Y'ou think there is no chance of utilising the timber grown in the district for construction 
purposes? Iso.
140. What about the ballast ? I propose to do without ballast pretty well for the whole length.
141. There are a good many places where ballast could be easily obtained? iS ot on the line, except 
going over the ridge at Cugong. There would be some bard material there.
142. Do you think that it is cheaper to import extra hardwood sleepers than to get ballast ? Yes.
143. And. do you think it is better to do that? Yos ; because 1 am of opinion that, even if the line had 
to be ballasted afterwards, the additional number of sleepers would lessen the cost of maintenance.
144. You think that it is not only cheaper, but provides a better service, to do without ballast? Yes; 
that is to substitute additional sleepers for ballast.
L45. ] understand that you propose to use a steel bridge at Menindie, nith timber approaches ? Yes. 
14(J. What wdl be the length of tlie approaches ? There is about 3 milch 72 chains of Hooded country to 
bo got over ; but not more than 3 miles of viaduct would be required.
147. Is it best to make the viaduct of wood ? 1 think so. Any other material would be unnecessarily
expensive.
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143. But, although more costly, steel would be move durable? Well, in the first place, we want to keep 
the cost down.
149. What would bo the cost of the bridge at Menindie, apart from the approaches? Roughly, about 
£24,000.
150. Would you have a single-span bridge? No, 1 think not; because you would have to make an 
opening span. I propose two piers, with bascules.
151. Have any borings been taken t.o find out bow deep you will have Lo go in order to get foundations 
for your piers ? Hot at Menindie. Borings have been taken at Wilcannia.
152. So that your estimate is only a rough approximate? Ho, 1 do not think ^o. X have very little 
doubt that we shall be able to get proper foundations at a comparatively shallow depth. The level of the 
bed is not liable to great alteration through scouring or otherwise.
153. But there may be a very bad bottom for tbe support of a heavy superstructure ? T do not anticipate 
that, though it might make a little difference. If we had to go down a little further it would not mean 
an extra cost of more than £3,000 or £4,000.
154. 1 gather from your evidence that the line has been hurriedly brought forward ;—has there been 
sufficient time to enable you to make a careful calculation of the cost ? Yes.
155. You have had ample time for that purpose ? Yes : I consider that tlie time has been ample.
150. You consider that your estimate is a fair approximation of tho cost? Yes.

tld7. And not likely to be exceeded? I do not think that it is likely to he exceeded. Perhaps if 1 had 
more detail, I. might be able to cut it down a little, but I should not like to do so now, I think that my 
estimate will be found to bo a very fair one.
158, The chances arc that tho cost of the work will be something loss, rather than something more than 
you estimate? Yes; I always try to keep on the safe side.
159. What is the greatest number of miles of permanent way ever laid by a contractor in Hew South 
Wales in a month ? About 9 miles.
1G0. 1$ not that a very exceptional distance? It ought not to be. Under the old stylo of railway 
construction it was considered very good to make 9 miles a month ; but now a good deal more can bo 
made, if everything is to hand, and there is no impediment. Messrs. Smith and ITnlayson have laid as 
much as GO chains a day on the Moree line. That would mean 18 miles a mouth.
1(51. In the old days 2 miles a month was considered au extraordinary speed ? Ho, tho average rate was 
from 4 to 6 miles a month.
1G2. Does the estimate of £2.606 a mile include every appointment necessary for the working of the line, 
other than rolling stock ? Yes. "
163. Station buildings, office furniture, weighbridges, signals, and telegraphic communication ? Yes.
164. All material, such as rails, bolts, fish-plates, &c. ? Yes. There is no fencing. £7,000 is put down 
for a telegraphic service.
165. I do not see anything put down for station buildings or weighbridges? They aro included in the 
running length.
166. Have you also made provision for sidings, platforms, loops, and everything of that kind ? Yes.
167. Can you give the Committee any idea as to what land will have to be resumed? The Book of

2S6—B Reference
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Reference will tell that. Some land will Imve in bo resumed at the Condobolin end.
168. There seems to be private land along the whole route ? Only to a small extent.
169. You have no approximate idea of- the area of private land which would have to be resumed ? No, but 
I will try to have a return made out for the information of the Committee.
170. Will you have much difficulty in crossing the water-channels and depressions along the route ? No, 
there will he no great difficulty.
171. Could you give the Committee any idea of the cost of the two bridges across the Lachlan which 
would be required if tbe deviation were carried out ? I think it would not exceed £25,000 or £30,000. 
That is for the two.
172. Would the deviation add very much to the cost of the whole work ? There would be the cost of 
the bridge, or about £15,000 including 6 extra miles of line.
173. That would bring the cost of tbe whole work up to £1,000,000? Yes.
174. Do you think that the country would be better served by a deviation to the south of the Lachlan? 
t think it is a matter for serious consideration.
175. Such a deviation would give direct communication with tho town of Hillston ? Yes. It was proposed
by the Railway Commissioners that the Government should eventually consider a branch line lo Hillston ; 
but the deviation would obviate the necessity for such a line. _
176. In going through Hillston vou pass along the southern side of tho Willandra Creek, where there is 
some of tho most valuable land in the Colony ? Yes.
177. Such a line as the proposed line will be likely to intercept the wool which now goes to Hay ? Yes.
178. You think that the southern deviation would have a better effect in preventing tho shipment of wool 
to Victoria than the proposed line? Yes.
179. You have no evidence to submit as to the probable amount of traffic ? No.
180. When are you likely to have a full report upon this country from your officers ? I shall have a 
report upon the country between Condobolin and Lake Cudgellico at tbe end of this week, or the beginning 
of next.
181. Is that the only report you are waiting for to complete your information? I am sending Mr. 
Oumming to Mossgiel; but it will be some days before be can get there. When he does got there it will 
only take him a short time to report on the country between Hillston and Mossgiel.
182. With tho exception of that part of the route, aud the southern deviation, have you all the informa
tion that you require ? All that is necessary for the consideration of this work.
183. You do not. appear to consider surveys necessary ? I reported to the Minister exactly bow matters 
stood, aud he wished the line to bo got ready for tho Committee.
184. You are quite positive that in your estimate you have provided for everything requisite ? Yes.
185. Have you calculated the cost of landing the necessary material at the throe points from which you 
propose to start your work ? Yes ; I have taken all that into consideration,
186. Do you know anything of the country between the Darling and Broken Hill ? I have been lo 
Broken Hill, and I have followed along the route to Stephens’ Creek.
187. That is a waterless tract of nearly GO miles ? Yes.
188. Do you propose to provide water there? I do not think that on a level line it will bo absolutely 
necessary to make such provision. 1 think it is probable that the running of tanks will be found the 
more suitable way of dealing with the difficulty.
189. I'rom Menindie, west of tho Darling, you aro in tbe cretaceous formation? Yes.
190. Would it not be possible to get water there by boring ? I do not think that the country has been 
proved.
191. You think that it will not be necessary io provide watering places between tbe Darling and Broken 
Hill? No; water can be taken along the line by means of tanks placed in trucks.' The grade is very 
slight, so that the haulage would be nothing serious.
192. Is that practice usually followed ? It is very often done, especially in droughty seasons.
193. East of the Darling you have another dry stretch ? Yes.
194. Have you made any provision for a supply of water between Condobolin and Menindie ? I presume 
that we shall have to sink several largo catchment tanks along there.
195. How many have you estimated for ? On the level lino you want water about every 40 miles ; in 
ordinary country you want water about every 30 miles ; aud where you have steep gradients you want it 
every 20 miles.
196. Then you will require to have seven or eight tanks on this part of the route ? Yes ; at Condobolin we 
shall be able lo get water from the river. Then, too, we are very close to tlie river at Cugong. Wo shall 
be able to get river water there.
197. In your estimate have you provided for these tanks ? Yes, T have allowed for Ibom. The cost is
included in the running mileage. lu tlie first section 1 have provided for water at four places, at a cost 
of £8,900, or about £60 a mile. The cost of stations and sidings on the same section is put down as 
£30 a mile. -
198. Where do you propose to get the timber, other than for sleepers, which you will require to use ? 
That will nearly all have to come forward over the line. Some redgum may be brought up the river.
199. What will you use for station buildings ? Pine.
200. And iron for tho roofs ? Yes.
201. Is not pine good enough for platforms? The platforms will he low landing-stages.
202. Is it proposed to use carriages opening at tlie ends ? I believe that that is what will be done. I 
have provided for the same style of platform as has been adopted on the Moree line, tho Liainorc line, and 
the Berrigan line.
203. You will have to import all the hardwood you require into the district ? Yes, nearly all of it.
204. When the Cobar line was under consideration, it was pointed out that there was a splendid ironbark 
forest at Dubbo, and that coal could be obtained there for smelting purposes ? I remember t hat tbe forest 
was mentioned.
205. Neither ironbark nor coal can be obtained on the proposed line ? No.
200. Then the extension from Cobar would have an advantage over the proposed line in these respects ? 
Yes : it would be nearer to Dubbo, and of course it would be au advantage to be able to get coal so close 
at band; but that country has not been mined yet.

207.
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207. The proposed line intercepts a large portion of the traffic which now goes from our Colony lo 
Victoria, and opens up new country which would not be affected by the Cobar extension ? Yes.
208. Mr. Fegan.'] What are tho primary objects of this pi'oposal ? I think you will find that matter fully
discupsed in page 1 of my statement, "
208. The objects of this extension are the same as the objects of the proposed extension from Cobar to 
Broken Hill which received strong opposition from a number of the leading men of this country, amongst 
them Wright, Heaton. & Co., the Hon. Alexander Brown, and others, on the ground that federation was 
at hand ? 1 should have to look into the evidence before speaking on that matter.
210. The statement of the Kaihvay Commissioners shows that the proposed lino wilt not pay for a con
siderable time? Tbe liailway Commissioners do not anticipate that it will pay at all.
211. They estimate that there will be an annual loss of nearly £30,000 a year upon it ? Yes.
212. What advantage will the country receive from its construction to counterbalance that loss ? I would 
rather that you examined the Eailway Commissioners on this subject.
213. At tho present time the traffic of Broken Hill goes to South Australia? Yes.
214. Do you know what revenue the South Australian G-overnment derives from the Broken Hill
line ? No, 1 *
215. If the proposed line is constructed, will it induce settlement ? It is supposed that it will induce 
closer settlement for some distance along the route.
216. According to your evidence, there is very good land there? Yes; tho line will pass through very 
good land for a great part of the way,
217. Has that land been alienated, or is it Crown land ? The county map before the Committee shows 
how the land has been dealt with. There has been a great deal of alienation along tbe river banks.
218. Mr. Stawell says that except upon the rivers there is no very good timber along the route ? No.
219. Therefore, it will be expensive to get sleepers ? Yes.
220. Where do you intend to get your sleepers ? They will have to be brought from parts of tbe Colony 
to the eastward—from the ironbark forests between Molong and Parkes, or even from Dubbo.
221. You will carry the sleepers along with you as you construct the line? Yes, most of them. I also 
expect that a number of sleepers will be brought up the Darling.
222. I do not see any statement as to tho number of stations to be erected? That is a matter which it 
is scarcely possible to decide at the present moment. This is an approximate estimate based upon 
previous experience.
223. Are there any mining lauds along this route ? There is the Mount Hope district, and there is also 
a mining district near Cugong.
224= The construction of the line may develop these fields and lead to new finds ? Yes. (
225. What is the present population of Broken Hill? 1 have not seen the latest returns.
226. Mr. Jlassal!,] The features of the country through which tho proposed line will pass are such that 
you feel sure that your estimate will not be exceeded? Yes,
227. Do you think that it can bo reduced in any way ? No; I should not like to reduce it, except in 
regard to the crossing at Menindie.
228. There is no way of escaping the flooded country ? No.
229. And there is no place where you could cross the river and pass through less flooded country than on 
the present route ? No.
230. There would be nothing gained in taking a direct line from Condobolin ? No. In tho first place 
you get into rough country, and then you get into flooded country. Then, too, you would be going away 
from the settlement upon the rivers.
231. The only engineering difficulty arises from tlie flooded nature of tho country ? Yes.
232. What are the alternative routes in the vicinity of Condobolin shown upon the compilation of county 
maps ? The red route was surveyed at the 1imo it was proposed to take the line to Wilcannia, and might 
just as well be obliterated. The route marked purple is that recently selected, and is approximately the 
line that should be adopted.
233. What was your reason for making the deviation? To keep the line on higher ground, and to interfere 
as little as possible with private laud. The main object was to get. on higher ground, and to obtain a 
better grade.
234. Does the route generally go through Crown land ? Yes, mostly through Crown land.
235. Is there much private land to be dealt with ? 1 intend to deal with that question in a return.
236. In the event ot its being considered undesirable to construct tho whole line, would it be advisable to 
make a railway between Broken Hill and Menindie ? I do not think that such a scheme is to be recom
mended. Isolated lines are very difficult and very costly to manage. I think that the proposal should 
be considered in its entirety.
237. The original proposal was to take the railway from some point on the western line to Silverton. That 
was before Broken Hill came into prominence ? Yes.
238. Do you think that there was a reasonable prospect of that line paying, or that the discovery at
Broken Hill has materially enhanced tho revenue prospects of a line to the Darling ? 1 think that the
traffic returns will very largely depend upon the Broken Hill trade. The Commissioners estimate that 
they will derive £ 12,717 per annum from that source. ■
239. But the interest on the cost of construction and working expenses will exceed the estimated revenue? 
Yes.
240. Mr. Itolerts.] Did not the Government in 1885 contemplate the construction of a line to Wilcannia 
by way of Condobolin aud Euabalong? Yes.
241. Was the survey for that lino completed? Yes.
242. Was the matter ever submitted to Parliament ? I do not think it was ever submitted to Parliament 
after the survey was made. In 1884 a vote of, I think, £1,000,000 odd was obtained for the line. It was 
entitled “a line from Eorbes to Wilcannia."
243. Why was it not proceeded with ? 1 cannot tell you.
244. A little later a line was surveyed from Cobar to Cockburn ? Yes.
245.. Were you, at that time, Engineer-in-chief for Pailway Construction ? I was appointed to act for Mr. 
Whitten, in June, 1889, and the line you speak of was reported upon by the Public Works Committee in 1891. 
240. Was an estimate prepared for each of these lines? An estimate was prepared for tlie line from 
Cobar; but I do not think a second estimate was prepared for the Forbes-Wilcunma line after tho

H. Dcane,- 
Eflq.

6 Aug., 1896.

Parliamentary vote had been obtained. 247.
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H. Deans, 217. Tho cslimatc of ihe line from Cobar was made before lighl, railways ivore Ibouglit of in this eouni.rv ? 
bsq. yes. o-o

6/Aue^1896. was ^,e estimate for that line ? The estimate for tbe whole line was £1.108,000,—tbe portion
’ between Broken Hill and Cockburn being estimated at £150,000. That would leave £1,018,000 for the 

balance of the Hue, or a little over £3.700 a mile.
249. That estimate was made for a more substantial line than tbe one proposed ? Yes; for a fully 
ballasted line.
250. If a line were taken to Condobolin through Wilcannia to Broken Hill, what would it cost per mile ? 
Hot much more than the proposed lino.
251. But it would be 22 miles longer P Yes.
252. "Would there be any saving in connection with tbe bridge ? No; the bridge at Wilcannia would be 
more expensive than the bridge at Menindie. It would cost more to cross the Darling at Wilcannia, 
than to cross it at Menindie. The total cost of a line through Wilcannia would be greater than the cost 
of a line through Menindie to Broken Hill.
253. Would the country to be traversed differ very much, apart fra in the flooded portions ? No. On 
the Wilcannia route there would be one or two ridges to cross ; but you could get over them without great 
difficulty. Still tlie country along that route is not so good. It is less suitable for settlement.
254. If the line is taken lo Menindie, will not our trade be more likely to go to "Victoria, than if Ihe line 
is^taken through Wilcannia? Upon that point I cannot give you any information.
255. How many miles of absolutely level country docs tlie proposed route traverse? 'The country is what 
you might call level for nearly the whole distance. 1'or about 330 miles you would only require mere 
surface forming.
25G, What is the minimum amount per mile that you have allowed for any portion of tbe line ? The 
cheapest portion of the line will be that near Condobolin, where freight and the cost of material will he 
lowest.
257. Your estimate for the Berrigan to Finley line was £2,000 per mile ; but your lowest estimate for any 
part of this line is £2,200 a mile;—how do you account for tbe difference? The distance from Sydney 
is greater, and that increases the cost of material.
258, Mr. O’Co/ittor.] It is not unusual in a great office of State, such as yours, for a proposal to he based
upon the reports of experienced and trustworthy officers ? No; though I always make it a point, if f 
possibly can, to go over the route of a proposed line before giving evidence to the Committee. In this 
particular case, however, tho distance to be traversed is so great, and tlie country is so easy, that it is 
questionable whether it would be desirable that 1 should give up time to it which is required for tho con
sideration of other matters, '
259.. You can rely thoroughly upon the ability and trustworthiness of tlie officers from whom you have
received information ? Yes. ^
2G0. Mr. JS/fflcd'.] Is it not a fact that if there had been no silver discoveries on the Barrier Bange, there 
would be no town where Broken Hiil now stands ? That is so.
2G1. And it is fair to presume that if there were no such town as Broken Hill ii would not be proposed 
to. make a railway in that direction ? No, it is not likely that any such proposal would ho made.
292., It is also fair to presume that the Bailway Commissioners have obtained satisfactory evidence of the 
likelihood of the silver workings of Broken Hill being of some permanence? J have no definite informa
tion on the subject of the permanence of Broken Hill to submit, though I have been there, and hnve heard 
the opinions of mining managers aud others interested in the industry.
263. If the mines there petered out, the city would be deserted just as similar silver cities in America 
have been deserted ? J have no doubt that it would.
264. The country through which the lower deviation would run is superior to the country to the north of 
it? Yes.
2G5. Is any large area of it suitable for agricultural purposes? I think this climate is too dry for 
agriculture,.when you get any distance from Condobolin.
2GG. There is no land after you pass Mossgiel or Ivanhoe which would be of sufficiently good quality ? I 
do not think that there is any deficiency in the quality of the land ; it is the small rainfall that makes 
crops uncertain.
267. There is no suggestion that the line is necessary to open up the country for agricultural purposes ? 
Scarcely; there is a great deal of good land on tbe south side of the Lachlan which is very suitable for 
agricultural purposes.
2G8.. There will be little or no intermediate traffic between such points as Ivanhoe and Menmdie? No, 
the intermediate traffic will not he very much,
2G9. Hillston and Menindie are the only towns to be served by the railway ? Menindie is a very small 
place; but the crossing there is about as good as you can get. Lower down, beyond the entrance to the 
Talyawalka Creek, the river spreads out on the other side.
270. I suppose the crossing at Hillston is fairly good ? Yes.
271. There is already a bridge at Hillston ? lam not quite sure; but J. believe that there is.
272. Mr. Humpltery.] Is the distance from Sydney to Broken Hill, via Cobar and "Wilcannia, 734 miles ? 
Yes.
273. Can you explain how’Mr. Goodchap makes the distance 720 miles ? Mr. Gfoodchap seems to have 
nm'C j<^9^rHK"es those given in the Railway Commissioners’ report, which are not quite correct. 
The distances shown in the table which I handed in yesterday are correct,
274. The distance from Cobar to Broken Hill, via Wilcannia, is 275 miles? Yes.
275. Has tbe line between Cobar and Broken Hill been surveyed ? Yes.
276. So that you feel confident the distance given is correct ? Yes.
2/7. But you are not sure that the distance from Condobolin to Broken Hill, as you have given it, is 
correct ? Yes, it is quite correct. The mileage is marked off on the county compilation map.

^ a difference between the length of the proposed line and the distance between Cobar 
Hill of 91 miles P Yes; but the Cobar line would be the more expensive per mile.

279. Why ? . Because there is more ridgy country there.
be mu.ch morc expensive ? The estimated cost of the line from Cobar to Broken Hill is 

£800,000. The previous estimate exceeded £1,000,000.
281.
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2S1. What would bo tho difference botwoon tlic coat of an extension from Cobar to Broken Hill, and H. Deane, 
that of an extension from CondoboJin to Broken Jlill? £155,000. In the one ease you have a number 
of cuttings and banks to make, while in the other case you have a surface lino throughout. g jw., 139^
282. Would there bo any difference in the grade ? You could get a ruling grade of 1 in 100 in both '
cases; but, whereas on the Cobar extension you would have a good many miles of 1 in 100, on the 
Cohdobolin extension you would have scarcely any.
283. Then you are of opinion that the Condobolin extension is a better proposal than the Cobar exten
sion ? Looking at it from the point of view of economy of construction, 1 think so.
284. The character of the construction would be the same in each ease? Yes.
285. Would material be more costly on the Cobar line ? Ho, it would be about the same.
286. Would the river crossing be more costly than on tho Cobar extension? Yes, it would cost about 
£25,000 more. The river crossing at Mcnindie would cost about £05,000.

mi DAT, 7 AUGUST. 1800.

3pr.csfnt: —

THOMAS THOMSON E 
The Hon. Ereoericjc Tiiowas IIuiriuiKKY.
Tho Hon. Chaut.es James lloiiEim, C.M.Gf. 
The Hon. William Joseph Tiuckf.tt.
The Hon. Daniel O'Conxor.
Hen in: Clarke, Esq,

WIH(t, Esp., (Chairman),
Charles Alereti Lee, Esq.
John' Lionel Eecian, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
G-eorue Black, Esq.
FnANcrs Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Bail way from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Henry Deane, Esq., Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,
sworn, and further examined:—

287. Mr. Humph erg.] Have you any explanation to offer in reply to Mr. Goodclmp’s letter addressed to 
the Chairman as to distance ? Yes, I will read it:—
With reference to Mr. Goorlchap’s letter.—Tho distances mentioned are those quoted from the Railway Commissioners’ 
report, and have been thus insorted in error instead of the revised figures.

The revised distances given by inc in the appendix to the statement are perfectly correct.
The distance from Sydney to Broken Hill Hra Cnbar and Wilcannia is 734 miles, and the distance rm Condobolin and 

Mcnindie is G9G iniies, giving a difference of 3S miles.
The line to Condobolin does not. as Mr. Goodchap assumes, go round by Forbes, but leaves the present line at 

Parlies. This makes the distance of Condobolin 329^ miles from Sydney. If the length of the proposed lino, 36GJ miles is 
added, the total is G9G as above given. ‘

The distances are liable to modification as they depend upon the location of the lines. That between Cobar and 
Wilcannia might be added too to the extent of several miles, if it is preferred to obtain the 1 in 100 grade by winding round 
the hills instead of cutting through.

H. Deane, 
Esq.

Aug., 1896.

I produce a section of a portion of the Cobar-Wilcannia line.
288. ^ You say tbe lino, will be lengthened several miles in order to get a similar grade to that which can be
obtained by a direct route from Condobolin to Mcnindie? Yes. ’
289. Arc you referring to that portion of the line between Collar and Wilcannia, or Wilcannia and Broken 
Hill ? Cobar and Wilcannia, That between Wilcannia and Broken Hill is quite level.
290. So that the cost of constructing a line between Wilcannia and Broken Hill would not bo greater 
than the cost of constructing that portion of the line between Menindio ami Condobolin ? No.
291. That is to say, £2,300 would be the average cost per mile between Wilcannia and Broken Hill ? Yes. , 
Putting the Cottar to Broken Hill line on the same footing as the other, 1 find it comes out in this way : 
Cobar to tbe east side of tbe Darling, 147 miles, £2,72(5 — £400,710. Tbe crossing of the river, 2-1 miles,
I have put down at £90,210 ; from Wilcannia to 721 miles (that is 105^ miles) to Stephens’ Creek, £,2300 
per mile, or £242,050. Then, from the crossing of Stephens’ Creek to Broken Hill, the same as on the 
other estimate—13 miles at £3,750, or £43,750. Station at Broken Hill, £0,000; telegraph, £5,080 ; 
total, £800,000.
292. Then the greater expense in constructing the line would be between Wilcannia and Cobar? Yes,
293. Taking the suggestion that the line might be constructed from Condobolin to Wilcannia and. on to 
Broken Hill, instead of via Menmdie, what advantage do you say the proposed route via Mcnindie offers 
over the suggested route via Wilcannia ? There would be a saving in distance of 22 miles.
294. And what would be the total distance from Sydney ? 718 miles, as compared with 696 miles.
295. Are you able to say that the cost of constructing the line will be greater between Wilcannia and
Condobolin than between Menindie and Condobolin ? Yes. There are several ridges which have to be 
passed over, '
296. Can you state the additional cost per mile for that distance? I think the extra earthworks would, 
approximately, cost £30,000, That would mean a little over £110 per mile.
297. Therefore, besides being a longer line, it would be a more costly one ? Yes.
298. 1 think the figures I gave you last night will enable you to admit that it will cost more to construct 
the 7 miles of expensive line at Menindie than to cross the Darling at Wilcannia? No ; it is the reverse.
It is more expensive at Wilcannia than at Menindie.
299. Will you show me in what way you said it would cost £90,000 for 7 miles of railway at 
Menindie ? £96,000 for 9£ miles at Wilcannia, as against 7 miles. I pointed out yesterday or the day 
before that the estimate of the crossing of the river at Menindie had. been put down at approximately the 
same cost as the crossing of the river at Wilcannia. Since that I have further information—sections 
across the river—from which these two comparative sections have been compiled, which shows that there 
is a considerable saving at Menindie, and that the cost of the crossing at Menindie (£90,187) can be 
reduced by £25,000.
300. Then the crossing at Menindie, instead of being £90,000, would be £65,000 ? Yes.
301. A substantial difference in favour of Menindie? Yes.

302,
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H. Doane, 302. Tout evidence may be summed up in these words—that of all the routes which have been brought 
_ under the consideration of the Committee and the Department of Public Works, the proposal to construct

T Ang., 1896. a ^ne ^r01?1 Condob0l'n via Euabalong and Mossgiel would be the cheaper per mile? Tes.
’’ 303. But in your opinion the better line would be by Cudgcllico and Hillston, at a deviation which might

lengthen the line 5 or 6 miles? Yes.. 6 miles. What ] stated was that that line was worthy of attention, 
and that 1 proposed to make a further report on the subject.
304- I gathered that you considered that was the better line of the two, although it might mean 5 or 6 
miles of increased length ? I am inclined to favour it. That is all I can say at present. Of course we 
have to take the cost into consideration, and there is the consideration of the traffic which would ensue, 
the country which would be served, and the country which would bo opened up. 1 should like to add a 4 
little to my evidence on the subject. I have ascertained that there is a road bridge over the river at 
Ilillston, and it is interesting to note that the Lachlan channel got reduced so far down at that part that 
the span of the bridge is only 70 feet. It is a very different thing from the crossing of tbe Lachlan by the 
railway at Cowra, which has three spans of 150 feet each, and I think four spans of GO feet in addition.
305. You wish to convey that the cost of crossing the Lachlan at Hillston would not be appreciable? 
It would not be appreciable, and I have all the information which is necessary without further survey.
306. Therefore, that bridge would not very largely increase the total cost of tho line if it were considered
desirable to make the deviation you suggest ? INo, it is a small matter. I also have levels of the country 
beyond there towards Mossgiel, showing that it is quite aflat country, and that railway construction would 
be easy. '
307. In fact, the physical features of the whole of the country between Condobolin and Menindie are favour
able to railway construction ? Yes. I have a rough estimate of the length traversed of Crown and private 
land between Condobolin and Broken Hill which I put in. 1 wish it to be understood that it is very rough 
indeed.
308. I suppose that land would only occur in the central districts ;—there is not much privately-owned 
land in tho western districts ? Ho; the estimate is as follows :—

Freehold & C.P. land ... ... 1,344
Mis.

Chs. — 16
Chs.
64

C.L. & C.P.L................. ... 1,081 „ = 13 41
Homestead Lease........... ... 5,080 „ = 63 40
Scrub Lease ............ ... 248 „ = 3 8
Special Lease ............ ... 60 „ = 0 60
Mineral Lease ............ ... 95 „ = 1 15
Crown Lands ... ... .......... - ... 267 52

Total ... ... 366 40
300. Mr. Clarke.'] You stated yesterday that you proposed to use half-round sleepers ? Bound-topped 
sleepers.
310. Would they he split timber ? If they were redgum they would probably be sawn.
311. Would the half-round timber be free from sap ? It is a mistake to call it half-round—tbe sleepers 
are squared at the sides. There would be sap on the upper edges only; tho rail would rest on tho heart 
wood. If the sap all decays, as it invariably does, the support is still there.
312. Would that description of sleeper not be liable to rot quicker than a square sleeper ? No; the 
sap would go, and that is all, but I do not mind about that, I am not reckoning on any support from the sap.
313. Would you put them closer together on this line than you do on ordinary lines ? The same as I am 
doing at present on the light lines—fourteen to the rail length, instead of eleven.
314. You also propose not to ballast the line ? Except in bad places.
315. Do you consider the line unballasted would be as safe as an ordinary line? Tes. Of course 
the line vdll want looking after like other lines, but the experience of the Narrabn to Moree and the 
Jerilderie to Berrigan lines shows that a very satisfactory job is obtained.
316. Mr. Leei] Can you explain why the two Departments are now prepared to make a recommendation 
for the extension of the line from Condobolin to Broken Hill, when, in the year 1889, the Department 
recommended the extension of tbe line from Cobar ? I do not think I can give you any information on 
that point. I might refer you to the Bailway Commissioners’ reports on the two lines, which would 
probably furnish some of the reasons you require.
317. It would appear strange that after all due precautions taken in 1889, the route from Cobar was the 
best, whereas now an altogether different proposal is offered;—has anything occurred in the shape of 
survey, further exploration, or anything else which has led to the change ? I have simply taken instruc
tions for survey and prepared estimates on the lines the Government have submitted.
318. So far as you arc aware, then, no further exploration has contributed to the alteration of route ? I 
am not prepared to say that; but undoubtedly tbe views of tbe Government have undergone modification.
319. Has anything occurred in your Department which has been of sufficient importance to induce the 
Government to alter tbe line of route? Erom an engineer’s point of view, no.
320. Can you assign any reasons? I do not think I could give you any reasons.
321. I should like to refer you to a statement made in 1891, when the railway from Cobar to Coekburn
was being considered ; Mr. Barling, in opening the subject, said :—

The Minister, in introducing this proposal to Parliament in December last, made, i-nter alia, the following remarks ■— 
“I wish now to refer to the remarks of the Public Works Committee as to the necessity of this line, and I shall only quote 
from a few paragraphs of their Report. I should like to say in the first place—and I use the words of the Report—that 
‘ the line from Nyngan to Cobar was referred to them in view of the probable extension of the railway from Cobar to 
Wilcannia and Siiverton, and so on to the South Australian border. ’ I read that to show that the Public Works Committee, 
in approving of the line from Nyngan to Cobar, did not do so on the mere merits of the line per ne, but on the merits of 
the line as part of an intercolonial line to South Australia.”
That is such a strong statement that T think I am justified in asking you what has occurred to cause 
such a complete change of front ? Nothing from an engineering point of view.
322. And the change in route is due entirely to the view taken by the Minister of tbe day ? I think so.
323. To some extent governed by the report of the Bailway Commissioners? No doubt.
324. Would the papers in your possession throw light upon the questions I am now asking? I do not
think there is anything in the papers further than the suggestions that are made in the report of the 
Eailway Commissioners. 325.
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325. You will admit that, if within so short time a different route could be proposed after so strong a H. Deane,
statement as that, it now leaves it a very open matter for the Committee to say whether there should not fb 
he a still further deviation made ? I should like to call your attention to that part of the Eailway 
Commissioners’ report of the 8th May last, on page 3 of my evidence. They say:— llg':i ’

The consideration of this question is, however, so much affected by the scheme recently reported upon by us in 
connection with an extension of the Cohar line to Broken Hill ifia Wilcannia that we fuel obliged to refer to that scheme, 
ami to assume tbntthc Government will not now proceed with the construction of that lino. It will be, in our opinion, a 
longtime before two new routes to the Darling will be necessary; but as the Orange and Jlolong lino has now been 
extended to Parkcs ami Forbes, and a further extension has been authorised to Condobolin, wo are of the opinion that if tho 
Government decide to construct a line to Broken Hill, the Lachlan River and Menindie route should be adopted, as it not 
only affords tho through connection intended to bo given to Broken Hill, but also gives it by means of the shortest route, 
and would enable the Kew South Wales railway system to conserve to itself a great deal of the traffic from the centre of 
New South Wales which is now obtained by adjoining colonies, and it will also be a great advantage to tbe district.
Does not that meet the case altogether.
326. Prom the Railway Commissioners’ point of view, yes;—but there is still something further the Com
mittee desire to have ; but you are not in a position to give it yourself ? I do not think there is anything 
further in the papers.
327. The proposal is to construct tho line to Broken Hill only;—how many miles is that from Cockbum?
Thirty-live.
328. Di'om Broken Hill to Cockbum there is a tramway with a gauge of 3 ft. G in. ? It is really a 
railway, Tho through trains from South Australia run right over it without changing,
32!). Is it not a. gauge of 3 ft. 6 in. ? Yes; but from Adelaide to Terowic, there is a 5-ft. 3-in. gauge.
From there you have tho change of gauge to 3 ft. 6 in, _
330. As a matter of fact, then, there is not a continuous3-ft. 6-in. gauge to Adelaide? Ho.
331. It is incorrect then to say that the trains run right through from Adelaide ? They do not; you have 
to change.
332. Then there is no continuous 3-ft. 6-in. gauge from Broken Hill to Adelaide; but notwithstandingthe 
break of gauge which occurs the traffic, goes from Broken Hill ? Yes.
333. Is there not an unbroken 3-ft. G-in. gauge right through from Broken Hill to I’ort Pirio ? I am not 
quite certain about that, but I will look it up.#
334. What is the ultimate intention so far as future extension from Broken Hill is concerned ;—when 
you get there you meet a 3-ft. G-in. gauge? I think it will be left as it is. No resumption of that line 
has been proposed that I know of, It was proposed at one time to run through to Coekburn via 
Thackaringa.
335. You are met within your own territory by an adverse gauge ? Yes.
336. The policy of the Railway Commissioners is to rigidly adhere to tho 4-ft. S-l-in. gauge? Yes.
337. Here, however, you meet a difficulty within your own territory ? I do not say you wo aid have any 
more difficulty by changing to get as far as Coekburn. You would bo able to run from Siiverton or from 
Cockbum to Sydney without breaking gauge, but you would still have to change if you were going to 
Adelaide.
338. If Broken Hill is the terminus of your gauge, you are practically at the mercy of the owners of the 
narrow-gauge railway there ? No more than at present,
339. Tho country will either have to resume that line, and run it as a 3-ft. 6-in. gauge, or increase it to 
the same gauge as our own ? I do not see that it is necessary to do anything with that line.
340. The contention is that this should be an intercolonial line, and yet you will be intercepted by a narrow- 
gauge line;—how is that difficulty to be got over in the future ? You have the narrow gauge in any 
case. You have it in South Australia. In travelling from Sydney to Adelaide you will have three gauges 
in any case.
341. If you hold that the narrow gauge of South Australia is a justification for the continuation of tho 
narrow gauge to Broken Hill, what objection can you raise if this proposed extension is to be on the 3-ft.
6-in. gauge ? There would be a very serious objection to that. The bulk of the traffic that is expected 
would bo picked up at Broken Hill. That would ho carried through to Sydney or any point of New 
South Wales without auy break of gauge. If you had a 3-ft. 6-in. gauge east of Broken Hill you would 
have to break, but otherwise you avoid it. ■
342. So far then as a connection with South Australia is concerned, it is not an absolutely complete 
proposal;—is it not only an extension towards the South Australian border ? No ; there will be actual 
railway communication although there will be different gauges—just the same as there is actual railway 
communication now via Melbourne. Yon have the change of gauge at Albury.
343. But this will be a competing gauge within our own territory, and if tho Broken Hill tramway 
owners choose to compete with the railway there is an extreme probability of diverting a quantity of the 
traffic towards South Australia? I gather from what you say that your object in putting down the standard 
gauge between Broken Hill and the border would be to produce a block to prevent traffic going that way.
Of course, that is a different question.
344. And if you do not extend it to the border there is the possibility of the danger of this tramway 
competing with you? Then you would have to resume the tramway.
345. That is the position, is it not ? Yes ; of course tho act of making an independent line from Broken 
Hill to Coekburn, which was proposed some years ago, would not get over that difficulty. You would 
still have the competing line under very much worse conditions via Siiverton.
346. Mr. Triclcetti] When you wore examined on a previous occasion, you seemed to attach considerable 
importance to the Nyngan via Wilcannia line by reason of its working in with the "Werris Creek and Dubbo 
connection? Yes.
347. How will that connection suit the present line if carried out? Equally well, I think, if the connection 
from Purkes to Dubbo and Dubbo to Werris Creek is made.
348. W”hen the former proposal was before the Committee, I think it was intended to ballast the line ?
Yes.
349-50. Does not the present cost seem to be very high compared with the then proposed cost, seeing 
that you do not propose to use ballast? The estimated cost per mile was then JC2,560, which included tho 
bridge over the Darling at Wilcannia. I gathered from your evidence at the time that it was proposed

' to *

* Note [on revision):—The 6-in. gauge is continuous to Port Fine,
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Deane, uBe ballast; bow it is proposed that this line should cost £2,GOG per mile, and you propose to make it 
only 3- surface line? £2,5tit) per mile was the estimate for the 2fyngan-Cobar line, not the Cobar-

1896. ^^callIl'a’ amounted to £d,702 per mile. I think the grades were worse on the original proposal— 
1 in 75. If that line were submitted, in its original alignment, and with its original grades, it would still 
have to be increased for the cost of rails. 1 have added £150 per mile to these estimates on account of 
the increased cost of rails, the price of steel having gone up. The present estimates are lower than those 
previously submitted, in spite of the difference in tho cost of steel.
5151. In estimating the cost per mile of the Nyngan to Cobar line, you made a reduction of £-170 per mile 
for the carriage of iron which would be required on the railway. Have you made that same allowance in 
the present instance? Tes, the Commissioners only charge Id. pier ton per mile for the conveyance of 
permanent-way materials.
352, That is knocking off 3d. pier ton for what would be charged an ordinary piersou ? That rate has 
been continued since that time. It is about half what is now charged to the public.
353. Does that apply to all railway extensions where material is conveyed ? Yes, with the exception of
the Berrignu line where, under special arrangement, it is cheaper still. I produce the report referred to 
on page 3 of my evidence of last Tuesday giving the reasons for the Railway Commissioners’ abandoning 
the Wilcannia route:— '

Office of the Railway Commissioners of New South Wales, Sydney, 1 November, 1895.
JJropo-Kd Line of Jtuihmy, Cobar to Broken Hill—277 miles.

Ik accordance with tho provisions of section 13 of the “ Public Works Act, 1SS8,” wc beg to report as under; —
Cost of construction—

The Engineer-in Chief for Construction estimates the cost of construction of a single line
of light railway (exclusive of land and compensation) at ........................ . .............
Rolling stock ..................................................................................................................

TSOO.OOO
75,000

Total ...................................................................................... £875,000

Annual cost—
Construction and rolling stock—capital expenditure, at 3.p per cent........................ 28,762
Cost of maintaining permanent-way, traffic, and locomotive expenses .......................... 25,000

Total working cost................................................................ £53,762
Since we previously reported upon the proposal to connect the main western system with Broken Hill ami the South 

Australian Railways, the circumstances have altogether changed. At that time there was every prospect of a great future 
before Broken Hill, and in a comparatively short period the population rose from about 15,000 to 22,500. Then came tho 
fall in the price of silver, and the difficulty in dealing with the sulphide ores, which had a most serious effect upon the 
prospects of_ the place as a largo mining centre. As is well known, the population fell rapidly, and is now estimated at
19.000. This number does not approach the population which it was some years ago generally expected would be per
manently settled there. .However, we are informed by those interested in the matter that the question of the treatment of 
the sulphide ores—of which there is an enormous quantity in the district—has been practically solved, and many years of 
prosperity may be in store.

So far, however, aathis question affects the prospects of a railway traffic, everything depends upon where works for 
the treatment of sulphide ores are erected. The only formulated scheme up to the present time is that in connection with 
the Illawarra works, to which considerable publicity has recently been given. This scheme, however, would not. except 
perhaps indirectly, create any traffic for a railway to Broken Hill. If works were established at Eskbunk or Lithgow there 
would be a prospect of traffic, but to what extent it is impossible to say.

Against the ad verse changes that have taken place during the last few years may he mentioned the fact that a cheaper 
system of construction has been adopted, together with a largely reduced scale of rates for conveyance of material for tho 
construction of new linos, which will permit of tho capital cost of the proposed extensions being reduced materially below 
the original estimate.

The line is one which we cannot recommend to be constructed as being likely to prove a remunerative undertaking.
The Seal of the Railway Commissioners of New /K, AI. G, EDDY,

South Wales was hereunto affixed, this Jirst I Chief Commissioner,
day of November, 1895, iti the presence ] CIIARLE8 OLIVER, 
of,— y Commissioner.

H. MoLaculax. jw. AI. FEHON,
\ Commissioner.

354. Mr. Wright.^ Wit]! regard to the questions asked by Mr. Lee about the narrow gauge line between 
Cobar and Broken Hill, is it not rather an advantage that that lino should still remain as a narrow gauge 
line in the hands of a private company ;—would it not be an advantage to keep that line as it is ? It 
depends on the way in which you look at it.
355. AVe are proposing to construct a line with tho object of getting the traffic at Broken Hill;—would not 
the retention of that tramway line be more likely to force the traffic this way than if we tool;; it over and 
made it a portion of the Government line? Not if the gauge were changed.
356. Do you think it would help us to get the traffic if we changed the gauge ? 1 think it would block the 
traffic going to Adelaide.
357. The proposed line, I suppose, is to be one for the conveyance of coal and crude ores. Necessarily 
there will be large engines and heavy trains? Yes.
358. Have you any experience of lines without ballast conveying heavy mineral traffic ? It is a question 
of weight of engines more than anything else.
359.. Are you satisfied that it would be prudent to construct an unballasted line under the cireumstances ? 
I think, on the grades of this line you could run the full length of trains you require without having auy 
very heavy locomotives.
360. Could you run a 300-ton train, for instance, without a big locomotive ? Yes; if the grades are not 
worse than 1 in 200.
361. You would have to consider the whole distance from Orange downwards? I think you must look 
upon that as a separate question. Emm Molong to Parkcs you have the light 60-lb. rails, and from 
Parkes to Condobolin you have a cheap line under course of construction.
362. But in conducting mineral traffic at a cheap rate you must not cut it up ? Yes.
363. So that the line will necessarily have to carry heavy engines for the purposes of traffic ? Yes.
364. Are you quite satisfied that the proposed line, without ballast, is capable of carrying the heaviest 
class of engines we have, with a train of 300 ions? The heaviest locomotives are those just recently 
imported. The engines themselves weigh 65 tons, and their tenders 109 tons.
365. Are you satisfied that, without ballast, the line will carry these weights upon it? I should require
to put more sleepers in. '
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366. That, of course, would entail increased expenditure. 'What additional sleepers would you provide ? H. Deane,
I think two extra sleepers per rail length would he necessary. That is 8o2 extra sleepers to the mile. X Ksf1, 
should put them down at an average of 5s. per sleeper, or £90 per mile.
367. Then to enable the proposed line to carry the heaviest class of mineral traffic, what would he the 1 ll®'’ ’
additional cost per mile ? I calculate that it would ho necessary to put in additional sleepers, which
would cost about £33,000 over the present estimate.

Edward Fisher Pittman, Esq., A.E.S.M., Government Geologist, sworn, and examined :—
368. Chairman.'] "Will you describe tbe maps furnished to the Committee, and what their colouring means ? e. F.
The purple colouring indicates the Upper Silurian formation ; the reddish brown indicates the Devonian ; Pittman, 
the red indicates granite ; the green indicates the Lower Cretaceous, or artesian water-bearing formation ;
the dark green indicates tho Upper Cretaceous, or Desert Sandstone formation; the uncoloured
portion of the map represents the Post-Tertiary formation. I think the greater part of tho route would ^ A jggg^
be underlaid by the Paleozoic rocks, which are not artesian water-bearing ; but these rocks are hidden by ’ '
the Post-Tertiary clays and sands which form the surface of the plains. Practically the only chance of
getting artesian water is where tbe railway line would cross tbe valley of the Darling. I cannot state the
width of this belt where artesian water might be obtained, as it can only bo defined by boring, and this is
being done gradually by the Department of Mines.
369. What is the possibility of mineral development contiguous to the route under consideration ?
Except in the neighbourhood of Mount Hope, Euabalong, and Hillston, there is no known mineral deposit
370. Have there been any mineral discoveries south of Mount Hope? Tes; there have been mineral 
discoveries between Mount Hope and Condobolin.
371. The belt there does not go very far west ? Ko ; it may be that there are mineral deposits west of 
those points, but they do not appear at the surface, which is composed of superficial Post-Tertiary deposits.
372. Is there any likelihood of artesian formation along the proposed route? There is no certainty, but 
there is a probability of artesian water being obtained where the line crosses the valley of the Darling.
373. Then any close settlement on the land must come from stored water ? I. think so. It would not be 
safe, in the present state of our knowledge, to rely on the occurrence of artesian water.
374. Can you express any opinion with regard to the permanence of Broken Hill ? There can, T think, be no 
question as to the permanence of the sulphide ores. At any rate they occur there in very large quantities.
375. Is it likely to bo worked for a very considerable number of years? I think there isnodoubtof that.
376. Are the sulphide ores of good enough quality to justify us in belieiing there will be a large output 
for a considerable number of years ? I am of that opinion myself.

TUFtiDA r. 11 AUGUST, 1896.

THOMAS THOMSON 
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humi'Hert, 
Tho Hon. Charles .Tames Uoherts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickejt.
The Hon. Daniel O'Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

liWING, Esq. (Chairman).

Cuari.es Alfred Lee, Ksq.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
Gkoroe Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed '.Kailway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Hugh McLacblan, Esq., Secretary to the liailway Commissioners, sworn, and examined:—
377. Mr. Wright.] Have you any personal knowledge of this projected line? I have read over the H.
Commissioners’ report, and have had some conversation with them about it. HcLachlau,
378. Have you any information from outside sources about the traffic ? Nothing further than is contained Eb<1- 
in the Commissioners’ report.
379. How was the information upon which their estimate of revenue was based obtained ? It was obtained 11 Aug., 1896. 
to some extent from the traffic officers.
380. Have any of the traffic officers been over the route ? Not over tho direct route. The figures have 
been obtained, to a great extent, from Mr. Harper.
381. They were arrived at by him through his general knowledge of the country ? Tes, and of the 
stations which would be affected by the proposed line,
382. Did any Departmental officer visit Broken Hill? The Commissioners themselves have been to 
Broken Hill.
383. I suppose they were supplied with certain information there by the local residents ? Tes.
384. Was not a local organisation formed to advocate the construction of a railway to Broken Hill? I 
believe there was a committee to advocate the construction of a railway.
385. I suppose the Commissioners made their deductions from the information laid before them by that
committee? Not with regard to this traffic. The estimate of local traffic was arrived at from information 
obtained by Mr. Harper, and other officers. •
386. Do you think that, if the proposed railway were constructed, it would be likely to secure any large 
proportion of the traffic from Broken Hill to Sydney, or vice versa ? That is very problematical.
887. Ores are classed in your rate-book under the head of “ Miscellaneous'’ ? Tes ; but there is also a 
special rate for crude ores.
388. What would be the cost of bringing crude ores 696 miles ? Twenty-nine shillings a ton. The rate 
is -Jd. a ton per mile.
389. But not less than 120 tons must he sent in a week ? Tes,
390. If charged for under tho head of “ miscellaneous,” tlio carriage for that distance would bo £1 16s.
5d. ? No, about £111s. Id.
391. Can you give me any idea of the present rate of carriage between Broken Hill and Newcastle? I think it 
is about £1 a ton. I believe that that is the rate upon which the sulphide corporation base their calculations.
392. If the present rate is £1, would the people send ore across by the railway a cost of £1 9s, per 
ton ? No, I do not think thev would.

286—C ^ 393.
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393. You sco no great probability of our getting any large portion of this traffic in the event of the 
C Em n’ raiW being constructed ? Not under present circumstances.

391. "Would the same remarks apply to the coal traffic? I think so.
11 Aug., 1896, Notwithstanding the fact that the Lithgoiv coal mines are 100 miles nearer Broken Hill than the

metropolis is ? Yes. Circumstances are altering Broken Hill traffic to some extent. They are com
mencing to do all the smelting away from Broken Bill, so that the traffic in coal and coke is falling off 
greatly. The difficulty with the railway there now is that they only get traffic one way.
39G. What would it cost per ton to bring ore from Broken Hill to Eskbank? £1 5s.
307. Hive stillings a ton more than it would cost to bring it to Newcastle ? Yes.
398. Would the difference in tbe rate bo the same with regard to coal? Coal would come under the
“ miscellaneous” rate, and would cost about £1 Gs, Sd. a ton from Eskbank,
399. What would be the additional cost of taking ore from Sydney to, say, Wollongong? About 2s. Sd. 
per ton to Hapto.
400. So that it would cost £111s. 5d. to bring ore from Broken Hill to Wollongong? Yes.
401. While the charge coining round by steamer would bo £1 per ton ? You would not be able to have 
ore laken to Hapto for £1 a ton. I daresay the ore would be brought to Port Kembla for that, and then 
Is. a ton or more would have to be added to pay for its conveyance to Hapto,
402. So that the cost of bringing ore by train to Broken Hill would be about 10s. a ton more than 
is now paid to bring it round by steamer? Yes, but it we brought ore by train from Broken Hill to 
Newcastle we should have to charge about £1 12s. Gd. a ton, as against £1, which is the present price by 
steamer.
403. And what applies to ore applies to coal? Tbe train rates for coal are a little higher. I do 
not know what rates they have for coal from Port Pirie to Broken Hill; hut the consumption of coal at 
Broken Hill is decreasing. I heard from one of the officers of the railway there a little while ago that 
they had a very low rate, but that their loading was going the one way.
401. I suppose that in the event of further discoveries of carbonates, they would smelt upon the spot? 
Yes. They deal with low-grade ores now.
405. Coal would have to be taken by the cheapest route in any case ? Yes; and that would be round from 
Newcastle by water.
40G. Bo you think that the rate could be reduced to less than id. per ton per mile ? I hardly think so. 
The present rate is very low. Circumstances might occur which would cause the Commissioners to alter 
the rate: but I do not think that the Committee would be wise in taking such an alteration into 
consideration.
407. Are the Commissioners favcurable to the construction of this line ? The Commissioners, so far as 1 
can gather their opinion, do not urge the construction of this line as a lino that will pay. They leave it 
to the Government to say whether it should be constructed as a matter of policy. Looking at it as a 
matter of railway management, they say that it will not pay.
408. Mr. Fegan.'] Have they made that statement definitely ? Yes, they show what the line would cost, 
and what traffic it would get,
409. Mr. Wright!] Is not the bulk of the £12,717 which is put down as revenue made up of charges 
against the Postal Bcpartment? The postal charge is £3,842.
410. That leaves about £9,000 for goods and passengers ? Yes.
411. I presume that truck rates would come into force if the line were constructed ? Yes.
412. Would they be proportionate to those charged on the Bourke line ? Circumstances would alter so 
much if the line were constructed.
413. The truck rates would practically be arbitrary ? Yes, and tbe wool rate would be arbitrary.
414. Tbe truck-rale to Bourke—503 miles—is £41 for G tons, or £G 16s. 8d, per ton. M that rate were 
applied to Broken Hill the charge would bo £9 8s. l^d. per ton ;—do yon think you would get any con
siderable portion of the traffic with a rate like that? No ; we should have to make a special rate, and 1 
do not see at the present moment how we could quote a lower rate.
415. You would have to quote a lower rate to get the traffic ? Yes ; the present rate is made for traffic 
this side of the Barling.
41G. And from how far west would you get tho hulk of the traffic ? lam given to understand that tho 
proposed line would obtain the whole of the traffic, including vvool from, say, 100 miles west of Euabalong. 
Once you get on to the Barling, it would be problematical whether you got anything, because you would 
have the river competition to face. '
417. Are you aware that the Mossgiel traffic now goes to Hay ? The bulk of that traffic goes to Mel
bourne at the present time.
418. But some of it comes to Sydney, via Hay? Yes.
419. That traffic would be diverted by the proposed line? Yes.
420. You would also capture a considerable portion of the traffic that now finds its way to the Murrmn- 
hidgee ? Yes; I hand in a map showing the areas affected by the reductions made by the Victorian 
Government to secure our traffic.
421. The traffic from the area represented by the uncolored portions of tbe map is secured by our Eailway 
Commissioners ? Yes.
422. The space colored yellow represents an area where New South Wales and Victoria compete for the 
traffic, and where the Victorian Government offer a reduction of from 61 to 66 per cent, upon the rates 
charged to their own people for wool ? Yes.
423. The space colored green represents the area in which they offer a reduction of 61 per cent? Yes; 
the competition is less keen in that district, and therefore the rebate is less.
424. The space colored brown shows the area in which they offer a reduction ef 46 per cent? Yes.
425. "What rebates have been allowed by our Commissioners in this war of tariff? We have no recog
nised scale.
426. But you have made concessions? Yes; wo have made concessions. Those were exceptional induce
ments, and 1 do not think they were continued. The rebates offered by the Victorian Government forced 
'the Commissioners to give concessions in order to retain our trade.
427. What concession was made to Mr. Faulkner ? He got a special concession last year or the year 
before, but it was not repeated.

428.
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4)28. What concessions have been given within the yellow area ? It is difficult to speak in exact detail, 
because no general rule has been laid down. Every concession has been made to meet special circum
stances.
429. Do yon think the proposed railway will enable you to get a great deal of this traffic at hotter rates ? 
Tea, and it will enable us to get traffic which we have not hitherto had. I hand in another map showing 
the boundaries of the areas tho traffic from which goes to neighbouring colonies.
430. Will the proposed line enable you to secure all the traffic north of the Lachlan and the Willandra 
Creek ? Yes, I think so.
43L. Will you be able to get that traffic by charging ordinary rates, or will yon have to reduce your rates 
in order to secure it? Wo shall get it at ordinary rates. Mr. Harper has estimated that the extension 
of the line to Condobolin will give us 1,400 tons of wool which had. previously gone to the other colonics. 
We expect to get another 800 or 900 tons by a further extension of 50 miles, and a similar quantity by an 
extension beyond Euabalong.
432. You expect to get that traffic at a fair paying rate? Yes, at a reasonable rate.
433. From how far west will yon be able to get the traffic ? Eiom about Ivanhoe. I believe. Once you 
get to the river the water competition will be too great to enable us to do anything.
434. Beyond Ivanhoe the Commissioners have little hope of securing any considerable traffic ? I think it 
is very doubtful.
435. So that the 150 miles of line between here and Broken Hill would not be employed ? There would 
not be much traffic on a good part of that line.
436. Is there any possibility of securing traffic between Broken Hill and Menindie ? There might be a 
certain amount of traffic from Broken Hill to Menindie, and thence down the river.
437. Do you think it would be cheaper to get goods up the river from Menindie and thence by rail to 
Broken Hill than to get them direct from Adelaide by rail ? There would be a chance of doing so.
438. Is there any strong hope of a local traffic between tho river and Broken Hill? Not to my 
knowledge.
439. It is said that there might be a considerable demand for timber at Broken Hill. That timber would 
be obtainable from lower down the river, and sent up to the railway at Menindie ? I have no knowledge 
of what the traffic would be.
440. If it is possible that goods will come up the river to Menindie, and take the train thence to Broken 
Hill, there may be an outlet for traffic at Broken Hill through Menindie and down the river? Yes. There 
might even he a traffic in ores that way.
441. So that there is a possibility of the traffic both ways between Broken Hill and Menindie ? Yes; but 
I have no special knowledge on the subject. I have never been in the district.
442. Have you had any conversation with the Commissioners upon the subject ? Yes,
443. Was not the question of traffic extensively gone into ? Not more than I have mentioned,
44-1, Tho general possibilities of the traffic wore discussed ? Yes.
445. And you have practically expressed the views of the Commissioners npon the subject? Yes; so
far as I have been able to gather them. .
446. I understand that the Commissioners do not take a hopeful view of tho prospects of the proposed 
line ? No ; they see no prospect of the line paying right through,
447. Though the Commissioners offer no violent opposition to the line, they point out that if the line is 
constructed they will have to take the responsibility of paying the interest upon nearly £1,000,000, while 
they will lose £30,000 per annum in other ways ? The loss will be greater than that. The working 
expenses shown in the report are calculated for a revenue of £12,000; but the working expenses incurred 
to earn 17,000 would be additional. The annual loss upon the line would be about £40,000 in round figures,
448. So that to earn the additional possible £17.000 worth of traffic there would be an additional expen
diture of between £8,000 and £9,000? Yes; £17,000 would be the traffic on the main line, and I think 
it would be reasonable to say that it would cost half as much to earn it. The proportion of expenditure 
to earnings on the main lines is about 55 per cent., so that the increase would bo £8,500 or 8,600.
449. But notwithstanding, the Commissioners offer no violent opposition to the line ? They leave it 
entirely to the Government, to be dealt with as a matter of policy.
450. If they were asked, “ Would you advise the construction of this line in the interests of the country 
and of its commerce,” what would they say ? They would not say any more than they said in their 
report. They set out the facts, and they leave tho Government to come to a decision. "
451. Mr. Abyore.] Is it not a fact that the Commissioners desire to see this line constructed, seeing that 
it will connect the metropolis with the furthermost district of the Colony ? The Commissioners, so far as 
I know, have expressed no opinion on that subject. They say that the Government may, as a matter of 
national policy, construct the line; but they point out fhat its construction will entail a very heavy 
annual loss,
452. The Commissioners say, “ The line should he looked upon to a great extent as a part of a national 
line, ultimately being extended to serve the Lachlan district as far as Hillston.” Is not that an opinion 
that the line is really necessary as a matter of policy ? The Commissioners do not deal with matters of 
policy. They simply deal with matters of management,
453. But do you not think that that is their opinion? I cannot aay. Speaking of the proposal as a com
mercial undertaking, they say that the construction of the line would mean a big loss.
454. Did not tbe Departmental figures show conclusively that the Cobar line would be a failure ? No, 
the Commissioners recommended the construction of that line.
455. Did not Mr. Harper say that it would not pay ? I am not aware. Of course that line does not pay
now. There is a loss of two thousand pounds a year upon it. *
456. But the loss is comparatively small, compared with what was expected? Yes. the line has done 
better than was expected at first, It is being worked more cheaply than was at first thought possible.
457. The proposed line would shorten the journey from Sydney to Broken Hill in point of distance by
about one-half ? Yes. ' '
458. Do you not think that that will he of advantage to the Colony ultimately? It might he an 
advantage; but the traffic between tho two places is so small that the connection will not pay. We book 
passengers through to Broken Hill now, but for the first six months of this year only fifty-six passengers 
were taken from Sydney to Broken Hill, and thirty-nine from Broken Hill to'Sydneyi or ninety-five in all.

H.
McLacblan,

Esq.
11 Aug.,18SS,

459.
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,rT ,, 459. "What is the present fare? Single—first-class. £S IGs.. second, £5 15s. Gd.; return—first-class.
Est ’ £13 2s‘ C(L second-class, £8 18s. 3d.

400. If the proposed line were constructed, what would tho passenger rates he ? They would he very 
11 Aug., 1896.lnucl1 ^wer. The present rate to Bourke—503 miles—is £1 3s. Gd. first-class.

461. Do you not think that a reduction in the rate would increase the passenger traffic ? I do not think 
there would be much passenger traffic between Sydney and Broken Hill.
462. Can you give us a list of the railways which are not paying, and of the amount of revenue which 
they produce ? Yes. The following statement is taken from the Railway Commissioners’ Annual Report 
for 1893-6, and shows the earnings and expenses:—

Earnings and expenses in connection with a number of outlying iines in the Colony for the year ending the
31st December, 1895.

. Lino

!

Capital cost.
Interest

Workinfr cvpcnscs. Total earnings.
I/Oss after providing 

for working expenses 
and interest*

IjCtlgTh |

!

1

on
< apitsl. Year

endhi"
December,

18M.

Year Year
endinjr J ending- 

December, Deccmlier, 
1S!U. | 1S95.

Year 
ending 

Pc:‘ember, 
139-1*

Year
ending

December,

Year
ending

December,
1SG4*

Sydney to Kiama .....................
Mis.

cb. I
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £

71 ,r)2ij 2,182,602
380,194

76,391
{13,307

99,474 100,064 133,661 135,283 42,204 41,091
Kiama to Xowra.......................... 22 431 5,266 5,041

6,739
5,939 5,239 12,634 12,968

NarrainleratoJeiiMerie .......... G4 544' 424,232 16,969 8,258 14,526 9,401 10,701 14,305
WallerELwang to Mudgee .............., 85 G | 1,042,817 41,503 20,385 20,975 32,244 34,024 29,704 28,514
Cootaniundra to Lunulagai ...... ^ 33 45V 253,805 8,883 5,572 5,030 3,827 7,386 5,628 6,474
Cootamundra to Temora .......... 38 69 191,807 7,672 5,102 4,465 9,637 10,001 3,137 1,943
Goulburn to Cooma ................. 130 40 1 1,462,111 51,174 22,915 22,435 30,636 30,515 43,453 43,096
Orange to Molong ...................... 22 60 1 287,421 10,060 5,808 6,820 11,136 13,110 4,732 3,750
uMolong to ij’orbng .......... ........ 72 69 427,118 14,949 12,407 11,858 26,207 23,516 1,149 2,228
Murrumburrah to Blayney 110 63 1 1,142,347 39,982 31,475 28,741 39,602 31,123 40,855 37,586
Blacktown to Kicbmond .......... 16 12 196,168 S,69S 8,953 7,930 11,560 11,512 6,091 5,116
Werria Creek to Tam worth ... 27 40 296,905 11,876 12,398 15,055 19,781 22,167 4,493 4,764
Tamworth to Armidale.............. 76 76 1,214,546 48,582 22,261 21,493 35,936 38,289 34,907 31,780
Armtdale to Jennings.................. 132 423 1,539,946 60,955 33,901 33,310 30,173 30,418 64,683 63,847
Hornsby to Milson’s Point ..... 13 27 A 594,289 21,403 12,970 11,510 14,180 10,712 20,184

7,925
20,183

Culcaim to Corowa .................. 47 39 232,368 8,226 3,608 3,826 3,909 3,791 8,023
Nyngan to Coba** ...................... 81 27*1 323,932 11,543 7,255 5,410 16,614 12,792 2,184 3,588

Xew Lines,
1,04S 47.? 12,192,608 452,233 318,008 310,702 435,577 429,279 334,664 329,262

Lismorn to Murwilluinbali*...... G3 57 916,034 32,172 5,765 2,630 5,919
3,203

1,975 32,018 11,695
Sydenham to Belmore t............. j H' 198,032 6,642 4,139 7,518

1 1,117 2S1
l

13,306,724 491,047 327,912 313,332 444,759 431,254 374,200 340,957

* First section, l.ismore to Mulliiinbimby, opened l&tli Mav, ISfll; second section, MuUuintnmby to Murmllumliah, opened 24th
December, 1894. f Opened 1st February, iSGj. *

We have not got the earnings of the line from Sydney to Bourke. The main lines have been treated as a 
whole; but the earnings of certain branch lines have been kept separately, in order that the Commissioners 
may see how they are paying.
463. Which do you call the main lines ? The lines from Sydney to Albury, to Bourke, and to Tenter- 
field.
464. The Commissioners do not know what are the earnings of those three lines ? They are not worked 
out separately. They know what the lines earn as a whole.
465. The coal required at Broken Hill is taken round to Port Pirie by water? Yes.
466. What is the minimum rate and the maximum rate you allow for various lines ? The cost per mile, 
including rolling stock, workshops, and everything else, is £14,500.
467. What traffic do you expect to get from Condobolin? Wool principally, together with a certain 
amount of inward general traffic, and some mineral traffic.
468. A great proportion of the country through which it is proposed to construct this line is good country, 
and would grow almost anything ? I have never been over it; but I understand that down the Lachlan 
valley is all good country.
469. Do you not think that the construction of the proposed line would induce settlement and greater 
development of our mineral resources ? To some extent, I think it would.
470. Have you not taken, that matter into consideration ? Yes. .
471. So that the estimated annual loss of £40,000 might be reduced by one-half in a very short time ? 
It might be; but I do not know that it is likely to be.
472. ADy SassaU.'] Do you know whether tho Commissioners have taken into consideration the 
advisability of an extension to Broken Hill from some point other than Condobolin ? Some years ago they 
reported npon a proposal to extend the railway from Nyngan through Cobar and Wilcannia to Broken 
Hill. That was in 1889. They were then rather in favour of the extension.
473. A connection between Cobar and Broken Hill would be much shorter than the proposed connection ? 
I do not think that the difference would be very great; but it would make the distance from Sydney 
greater.
474. Do you know whether it has been proposed to extend the railway from Temora to Broken Hill ? 
That extension was referred to when the proposal to carry the line from Parkes to Condobolin was under 
consideration; but the Commissioners thought that an extension from Parkes to Condobolin, as the first 
section of a line to go ultimately to the Darling, was better.
475. Do you think that the country from Condobolin to Mossgiel is as good as the country through 
which a line from Temora would pass ? Yes, it is river country.
476. It is pretty well settled country ? Yes, down the Lachlan.
477. Wool growing is the principal industry ? Yes.

478.
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178. There would not be much chance of increasing the carrying capacity of the land eren if the railway H. 
were constructed ? 1 am unable to say. 1 do not know whether the railway would have much effect upon ' ^hachlan, 
the pastoral production there. 'K,SC|‘
479. The Commissioners are of opinion that Condoholin would be the best place from wliicb to extend the
railway to Broken Hill ? Yes, that is their opinion. ’
480. Ho you know if they have any idea, of thereby attracting some of the traffic which now goes to 
Adelaide? The proposed extension will bring some of tbe traffic fo Sydney which now goes either to 
Adelaide or to Melbourne. Once you get out far west, the country practically belongs to either Victoria 
or South Australia. The Commissioners think that tbe extension of the railway to Condobolin would 
bring 1,400 tons of wool to Sydney per annum from places which now send to the other colonies.

■ 481. Do the Commissioners think that they would get all the wool from as far out as the Darling? Wool 
grown on places near the river would not be sent over the railway, except in had seasons. Of course we 
would get some of that wool, but it would not he wise to reckon upon it as an important factor in the traffic.
482. Do you think that the extension of tho line would tend to the development of the mining industry 
around Mount Hope ? Yes. I believe that Mount Hope was closed for a time because of the cost of 
haulage.
483. Have the Commissioners enquired into the proposed deviation via Lake Cudgcllico and Hillston?
ISo. The matter of route is practically determined before the proposal is laid before the Commissioners.
484. I do not suppose that the detour would make much difference in the annual cost of the line ? No, 
it would not effect cither tho traffic or the expenditure very much.
485. It might serve a larger area of country ? Yes.
480.^ Mr. Roberts.'] In 1891 the Commissioners reported upon aproposed line from Nyngan to Coekburn ?
I think that was in 1889. .
487. ])id they take up the same position in regard to that proposal as they do to the one under con
sideration ? No, they were rather favourable to the construction of that line.
488. Did they recommend that it should be constructed ? They practically recommended its construction.
489. Were they able to say that it would he a profitable undertaking? They did not give any estimate of 
the probable traffic, but they went over the line, and they received promises and assurances which indicated 
the likelihood of a considerable traffic springing up. Since then circumstances have altered considerably.
Broken Hill instead of increasing, has decreased in population, and the Commissioners have modified their 
opinion.
490. If the Commissioners uTore now asked to report upon an extension from Cobar, their report would he 
different ? Yes, as you will see by referring to page 16 of this evidence.
491. What reason had they for sup [losing that there would be more traffic than they estimate now ? They 
were assured at that time that a great deal of the traffic would come to Sydney, if a railway were made,
492. On sentimental grounds ? No ; circumstances have largely altered by the establishment of smelting 
works at Newcastle and Illawarra ; and the people interested in these works are the people interested in 
the Siiverton Tramway. In 1889, however, these smelting works were not thought of, and it was proposed 
to establish smelting works on tho western line.
493. Do the Commissioners prefer the proposed route to the route bv way of Wilcannia from Condobolin, 
or from Cobar ? The Commissioners would prefer the Coiidobolin-Menindio line. Their position is this :
They report upon any line which is recommended to them ; but as a rule, they do not advise upon roules.
They have reported upon the proposed extension from Cobar, and they prefer an extension from Condobolin.
In 1889, the railway did not go further than Molong, and to take the line from there to Broken Hill would 
have required an extension 133 miles longer than tho proposed extension. When they considered the 
extension through Cohar and Mileannia, they paid no regard to rival routes ; they simply reported upon 
the line submitted to them. ‘
494. What were the views of the Commissioners with regard to tho advantage to he obtained by tapping
Wilcannia? Ihcy have only reported on the proposal before tho Committee ; though of course it will be 
an advantage to have the line taken as far south as possible, so as to enable us to compete with the other 
colonies to better advantage. The traffic from this district wilt not travel north, so that if you have your 
line higher up, you leave a large portion of country open to Victoria. '
495. If the line went to Menindie, would not Victoria still get a great deal of New South Wales traffic?
No; because such an extension would intercept the traffic, and bring it this way. If the line were 
extended from Cobar to Broken Hill, all the counfry further south would he open to the other colonies ; 
whereas a lower line would command a very great part of tho traffic. ' ’
496. Is not the Darling^ easily navigated between Wentworth and Menindie, and very tortuous between 
Menindie and Wilcannia ? The traffic from the Darling would go down to the other colonies in any case.
497. By taking the railway to Wilcannia would you not prevent a lot of traffic from going to Victoria? I
do not know if that would affect the question very much. I do not think that there is much differeneo 
between Wilcannia mid Menindie, so far as the navigation of the river is concerned. When the river is 
blocked at Wilcannia, you generally find it blocked at Menindie. There is no large stream comin0, in 
between the two places. °
498. Is it likely that people will pay 10s. a ton more to send ores by train to this part of the Colony, than 
they now have to pay for sending them by water? I think it is very doubtful whether any of that traffic 
will come to Sydney by train. Circumstances might arise which would enable the Commissioners to quote 
a much lower rate ; but I do not think there is much possibility of it.
499. Does the traffic estimate of £12,717 include anything for the carrying of ore ? No, as explained in
the report. 1 .
500. Was tho deviation byway of Lake Cudgcllico and Hillston suggested at the time the Commissioners 
reported upon tho extension ? I do not think it was.
501. Can you tell us what were the views of tho Commissioners upon the deviation'? They have not had 
the matter before them for consideration. I do not know whether Mr, Deane has completed the detailed 
survey right through.
502. Have the Commissioners been over tho proposed line ? They went over the route of the proposed
line from Cohar, which traverses very similar country. They have not been over the route of the line 
which the Committee are considering. “
503. The proposed extension can only be looked upon as a national work to give the people of Broken 
Hill communication with the metropolis ? Yqh • ifc will not pay from a commercial point of view.

' 504.
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504. .!??•. Black. J Is there anything in the suggestion that the proposed extension might he used as part 
of the line connecting directly with Adelaide r1 I do not think so. There is very little direct traffic to 
Adelaide.

11 Aug., 1896. It has not been taken into consideration as affording direct communication between the two capitals P
’ It would give direct communication, but not very much would be gained by that. The distance would 

practically he the same as by the present route, and, as we could not at present give an express train, the 
time of journey would be longer. _
506. Is there an unbroken gauge from Broken Hill to Port Pirie ? Yes, I think they run a 3-ft, 6-in. 
line right through.
507. Have you any personal knowledge of the country between Menindie and Mossgiel? No.
508. There has been no opinion expressed that if that country were opened up by a railway, settlement 
would increase ? No.
509. From what you have heard of the country, you do not think that it is likely ? Well, it is purely a
pastoral country, and there is not much water on it. _
510. Do you think that the commercial importance of such places as Hillston, Mossgiel, and Ivanhoe 
entitle them to railway communication with the metropolis? We are spreading out that way, and 
it is only a matter of growth. Not many years ago one could not get further than Orange ; but now the 
railway is in process of construction as far as Condobolin, and no doubt it will be extended still further 
by degrees.
511. You think that the line, if not extended to Broken Hill, might be taken beyond Condobolin ? Yes, 
by degrees.
512. Mr. O’Connor^] How did the line from Condobolin to Wilcannia come to bo abandoned ? A Loan
Bill was passed to make provision for the construction of that line, but the work was never proceeded 
with. I believe that Mr. Wright was Secretary for Works at the time. _
513. That was before tho Commissioners were appointed ? Yes. The matter was debated in the House
in 1884, about four years before the Commissioners took office, _
514. Mr. HumpheryThe distance from Broken Hill to Sydney is 696 miles, as against 253 miles from
Broken Hill to Port Pirie ? Yes. ■ .
615. A difference of 440 miles in distance would render it impossible for our line to compete with the 
Port Pirie line ? Yes.
516. You said that you could carry ore at -£d. per ton? Yes; that is the rate in the books.
517. Are you aware that Mr. Harper, when examined in connection with the extension from Nyngan,
expressed the opinion that ore could not be carried profitably for Id. per ton per mile ? I am not aware; 
but, as a matter of fact, we have provided a rate of &d. per ton per mile. _
518. Have you taken into consideration the fact that you have to rise over 3,000 feet in approaching the 
coast districts, and in going away from them? Yes, But, of course, the construction of smelting works 
at Lithgow would enable the traffic from Broken Hill to avoid the mountains.
519. But you would have to rise about 3,000 feet to get to Orange ? Yes ; and then from there to 
Lithgow you have very few difficulties,
520. What is the height of Menindie? I do not know, Tbe rise is very gradual.
521. What is the height of Dubbo ? 865 feet.
522. How many feet have you to rise between Dubbo and Orange? 2,000 feet. The distance between 
Dubbo and Lithgow is comparatively short. The major part of the journey would he over easy grades.
523. When Mr. Harper stated the opinion that it would not be possible to carry ore from Broken Hill at
Id. per ton per mile, do you think he took into consideration the probability of larger engines being used ?
I do not know upon what he based his opinion, but no doubt at that time we had not much experience as 
to what could be done with big locomotives. We were then only commencing to work big train loads. 
I think that if he were asked the question now, it would be found that his opinion had altered.
524. Do you think that you could carry at a profit with a rate of id. per ton per mile, having regard to 
the grades ? You could carry very big loads from Broken Hill to Dubbo, a distance of over 400 miles.
525. But tbe proposal is to bring Broken Hill traffic to Newcastle and to Illawarra ? I do not think that 
it would pay you to carry ore that distance for id. per ton per mile, unless you could get back loading.
526. What prospect is there of any appreciable traffic between Newcastle or Illawarra and Broken Hill ?
I do not think that there is a prospect of much traffic. _
527. Therefore, in your opinion, any increase in the Commissioners’ estimate will not be justifiable ? No. 
The Commissioners made that estimate after a careful consideration of all the circumstances.
528. By extending the railway to Broken Hill, do you run the risk of losing any of the traffic that you 
will obtain by the extension to Condobolin ? No ; 1 think that we should gain traffic. I do not see how 
we can lose any.
529. The object of the Condobolin extension is to prevent traffic going to Hay, and then to Melbourne 
and Adelaide ? Yes. When the proposal to make that extension was under consideration, it was esti
mated that we should gain 1,400 tons of wool from places which now send to the other Colonies.
530. But there must be a certain point at which you will cease to gain traffic ? Yes. _
531. From that point on to the Darling no benefit will accrue to Newr South Wales from the construction 
of the line ? There might be a little local traffic.
532. The railway could not compete against river traffic from Mcnindie? I think not.
533. How far from Menindie will you cease to obtain traffic? 1 could not say exactly; but I km very 
doubtful whether we should get any traffic from near the river.
534. It is clear that the Commissioners do not view the construction of this line with favour, except as a 

■ matter of sentiment, by reason of its affording a connection with Broken Hill ? It may do, as a matter
of national policy ; but as a commercial uudertaking they think that it will mean a big loss.
535. Mr. ’Brickett.] Do you know the present population of Broken Hill? 18,000 or 19,000 people, 
I think.
536. In 1889 it was stated to be 15,000 ? Yes; but an assurance was given then that the population was
rapidly increasing. _ _
537. It did increase for a time ? It increased to 22,000 very shortly after the Ballway Commissioners
made their report. .
538. It has since gone down again ? The population was 19,000 people, according to the last figures
that I saw. 539.

H.
McLachlan,

Esq.
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539. The probahle increase of population was made a very strong argument in favour of the extension H.
from Nyngan? Tes. McWhlan,
540. Did not the Commissioners, when they reported, upon the Nyngan extension, look upon a connection _
with Wilcannia as strongly recommending the line? They thought that from a national point of view, n Aug,, 1896. 
it would be a good thing to connect that part of the country with the metropolis. ’
541. Are we to understand that they have abandoned the idea that Wilcannia is a place of importance?
No, they still say that the line might be considered as a matter of rational policy. They say, “ Lines of 
this character can only be dealt with npon national principles.”
542. Surely the advantage of connecting with Wilcannia is a local consideration ? Tes; but the matter 
had a national aspect. Tbe advantage of opening up the country might be considered.
543. Is not Wilcannia one of the largest pastoral centres in the Colony ? It is a large pastoral centre; 
but Bourke is a larger one.
544. When tho Nyngan extension was under consideration, did not the stock inspector report that there 
were over 3,000,000 sheep in the district ? I am not aware.
545. If that were stated in the evidence, you would have no reason to doubt the accuracy of the state
ment? No. ‘
546. Is not navigation from Wilcannia a very uncertain matter? Tes, to some extent. ’
547. If constant communication with Sydney by rail were afforded, do you not think that the pastoralists 
would avail themselves of it? They might avail themselves of the railway in bad seasons.
54S. Do you not think that they would be educated into using the railway always ? They might; but of 
course they would take the cheaper route, which might often be tbe river.
549. I wish to refer you to this paragraph in the Commissioners’ report, of 15th July, 1889—

While ^Wilcannia and the surrounding district depends afc present upon water-carriage for its supplies, and as a 
moans of getting wool to the seaboard, the carriage is uncertain, and it is fair to assume that a portion at least of the traffic 
would go by rail if such a means of transit were available.
Do the Commissioners still hold to that view? Tes ; that is one of the reasons why tho Commissioners 
look upon this proposal as to some extent, a national question. When the river is low, the people there arc 
subject to great losses which would not happen if they had regular communication with Sydney by rail.
Still the Commissioners do not say that a railway to Wilcannia would pay.
550. They stated that such a railway would be largely used for tho conveyance of stock in dry
seasons ? Tes. . ’
551. And that a large traffic in coke was likely to spring up? That statement is to bo discounted by reason 
of the recent developments in tho mining industry of Broken Hill.
552. If all these things were true, as applying to the Wilcannia route in 1889, why have they become 
untruo in 1890, seeing that the country is still used for exactly the same purposes, and all tho circum
stances remain unchanged ? The Commissioners only report upon the route submitted to them. They 
do not go round the country looking for alternative routes. The route submitted to them iu 1889 was 
from Nyngan through Cobar and Wilcannia, The present route was not thought of. Then too, the 
circumstances at that time were very different. The railway had not been extended beyond Molong, 
whereas it has now been taken 113 miles further west. A railway to Mcnindie would be a far better Hue 
from a strategic point of view, than a railway through Wilcannia; but at the time the Wilcannia extension 
was spoken of, there was not the same undercutting of rates. The' Commissioners were not, at that time 
asked to consider the Menindie route, and they did not consider it,
553. If the Cobar route had been agaiu submitted to the Commissioners would they have reported in 
favour of it ? No. In their report of the 8th May, they say—

Tho consideration of this question is so much affected by tho scheme recently reported npon by us, in connection with 
an extension of the Cobar line to Broken Hill via Wilcannia, that we feel obliged to refer to that scheme, and to assume 
that tho Government will not now proceed with the construction of that line.
The Commissioners go on to say that they would prefer the Mcnindie line, showing that the new mileage, 
which I spoke of, was an important factor in their calculation. "
554. Still there has been no change of circumstances to bring about a change of opinion ? I think that 
there has. Circumstances have altered very materially since 1889.
555. The distance from Cobar to Broken Hill is 275 miles, and from Condobolin to Broken Hill 366 miles ?
Tes, but in 1889 the distance via Menindie to Broken Hill would have been about 480 miles.
556. In 1889, tho Commissioners strongly recommended the construction of a line via Cobar and Wilcannia.
They further recommended that it should be constructed in four sections ? Tes.
557. If that line had. been constructed, a mistake would have been made? They recommended it as a 
national line, but they did not say that it was going to pay. They do not say that this line is going to 
pay.
558. Have they carefully weighed the question of trade ? Tes, they have considered it carefully.
559. Mr. Whitton in 1889 said that the best route to Broken Hill would be ‘“from Nyngan to Cobar, 
thence to Wilcannia, and Siiverton”. He said further “ the country from Nyngan to Wilcannia is remark
ably easy for railway construction” ? Since then circumstances have altered, because the liailway has 
been extended to Condobolin.
560. Mr. Harper comparing the Nyngan and Condoboliu extension gives this evidence:—

Do you think that they would both be unprofitable lines? Yes, that is my opinion.
Is that your opiniou ? Tes, Of course the Nyngan to Cobar line almost pays now.
561. But speaking of the extension right through ? Tes. 1
562. Tou are of opinion that either extensions to Broken Hill would bo unprofitable? Tes.

THURSDAY,
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The Committee further considered tho proposed railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

H.
McLachlan,

Esq.

12 Aug., 1805. P

Hugh McLachlan, Esq., Secretary to the Eailway Commissioners, sworn, and further examined:—
563. Mr. T-ricJccttA] The Commissioners in their report dated 1st November, 1805, say;—“ The line is 
one which we cannot recommend to bo constructed, as being likely to prove a remunerative undertaking.” 
1 suppose that that remark applies to any line to Broken Hill at tho present timei1 Fes; to far as its 
profitable working is concerned. _
561. The Commissioners have nothing to do with the selection of a particular route. They simply report 
upon the proposal put before them by the Government? Tes. The Act provides for the making of such 
reports. _ _
3G5. But, inasmuch as they are required to work the traffic upon any new line, they are anxious that 
non-paying lines should not be constructed ? Tes. _
566. This line is recommended as a “ national ” line ;—could we have a national light line ? The Com
missioners apply the term “pioneer” to lines of this character. _
567. But would it be desirable to have a light line of railway to connect two colonies ? One of the 
merits of these lines is, that in the first instance they are sufficient for the traffic offering, and that after
wards they can be improved as the requirements of the service increase.
56S. Mr. Deane told us the other day, that to make the proposed line sufficiently strong to carry 
heavy mineral traffic, more sleepers would be required, and that this would increase the cost of construc
tion by £33,000, Do you think that such an improvement of the line w'ould bo necessary ? I almost 
think so ; but it is rather an engineering matter. _
560. If the principal traffic upon the line is to be mineral traffic, it would be best to make the line 
sufficiently strong to carry that traffic ? Certainly.
570. If the raihvay docs not go to Wilcannia, the large volume of trade which goes from that place to 
Melbourne will continue to go to Melbourne ? I am inclined to think so.
571. The proposed line will not abstract any of that trade ? I do not think that wc shall bo able to get 
any traffic from places near the river ; at any rate, not in good seasons. It would not be well to count 
upon such traffic.
572. Will you summarise what you consider to be the advantages of the proposed line ? It would bring 
Broken Hill nearer to Sydney; it would pass through better country than any other line, and considered 
strategically, it would give the Commissioners better advantages in competing for the traffic against the 
railway systems of the other colonies. The proposed line will be about midway between the Cobar line 
and the Hay line.
573. What would you consider the disadvantages of an. extension from Cobar to Broken Hill ? Such a
line would run through poorer country, and would not offer us the same advantages for competing for the 
traffic. Then, too, the distance from Broken Hill by that line would be further, and where you have 
competition every mile counts. ^
574. The Commissioners had no voice in determining the route of the proposed line ? No.
575. Mr. Clarke.'] In the event of the Broken Hill mines being worked out, what other source of traffic 
will there he for the railway ? If the mines failed, 1 do not know what traffic there would be from 
Broken Hill.
576. Do you think that goods for the supply of Broken Hill will be sent over the proposed railway, 
instead of coming from Adelaide? 1 think that goods would be sent to Broken Hill by other routes.
577. The ore at present goes by rail to Tort Pirie ? Tes ; at a cost of about 14s. a ton.
578. Mr. Lee.] Are the Eailway Commissioners able, with the means at present at their command, to 
capture the trade from Victoria in the districts which Victoria now controls by her differential rates ? It 
is very doubtful whether, under existing conditions, we could get the trade from the country round about 
Mossgiel and the other places referred to yesterday, because river carriage is very cheap, and it would be 
very expensive to cart the wool to any of our stations.
579. That being so, will not the trade from that part of the Colony continue to flow to I ictoria for all 
time.unless steps are taken to attract it in this direction ? Tes.
580. I would draw your attention to this paragraph in the Commissioners’ report

Ultimately the line will he of enormous advantage to tho settlers in these districts, and will also largely influence 
the question of the present abstraition of New South Wales wool into Victoria, as, if the pastoralists arc able to put their 
traihe into the raihvay lines closely ad joining their runs, it would put a stop to the cartage that now goes on to the 
Murrumbidgee River, and thence via Ecbuca to Melbourne. We arc still of the same opinion.
Does not that appear to he a strong recommendation on the part of the Commissioners that something 
should be done to obtain the traffic of this Colony for this Colony? The proposed line would enable us 
to get ■much of the traffic that now goes to Victoria, but in getting that traffic we should lose a very large 
amount of money.
581. The Commissioners also say, “ Ultimately the line will be of enormous advantage to the settlers of 
these districts.” It can only be of advantage to them if they use it. Is not that a strong argument that 
the trade will come this way ? Tes; that is one of the national advantages of the line. No doubt it 
would be an advantage to the Colony to deal with its own trade ; but the advantage would be obtained 
by a loss on the raihvay. Each mile we go into that country puts us in a better position to compete for 
the wool of the district.
582. With the means at present at the disposal of the Commissioners, they are powerless to divert the
traffic from Victoria? Tes. 583.
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553. And unless some extension is made, the traffic from these districts will continue to go to Victoria ? ,
Yes. ° McLachlan,
554. _ If the proposed line is constructed, do you think that any wool or other station produce will be ^
carried from the interior of this Colony to the Darling, to be sent thence to the Victorian railways, or ig jgge_ 
to South Australia? No. Once we got away from the river, I think tho wool would come to Sydney. ’
JChe Commissioners estimate that the proposed line ^ould bring about 3,000 tons of wool to Sydney, m
addition to tbe ],400 tons wliieli tbe Condobolin lino would secure.
0S0. Do you think that Broken Hill people would send ore bv train to blenindic, and thence down the 
river? They might do so. "
CSC. Is it not likely that the Port Pirie line would prevent them from doing so ? Ho doubt that line 
would compete with our line, and it would be a question for the mine-owners to decide which was the 
cheapest way to send their ore.
587. Have you been lead to suppose that they would send their ore to Mcnindie by rail, and thence down 
the river ? It is very problematical. I do not think it would be wise to count upon any traffic of that kind.
588. In speaking of the line as a national line, I take it that you regard it iu its character of an inter
colonial connection? Not altogether. A line might be a national lino, and yet purely a local one. For 
instance, if there were a coal-field 10 miles from the port of Newcastle, which could not be used for want 
of a railway, and the Government considered it necessary to make such a line, that might be regarded as 
a national undertaking. The proposed line, running as it would through a district often affected by 
drought, would be of national advantage in enabling pastoralists to remove starving stock to more favoured 
localities.
o89. Does tbe term “ national ” tend to include the term “ intercolonial ”? Yes ; it would cover it.
{590. "When the Commissioners referred to the line as a national one, hail they in view an ultimate con
nection between Brisbane and Adelaide ? Yres ; they referred to that possibility in their report of 1889.
591. By means of the proposed line, and a connection between Dubbo and Werris Creek, 300 miles could 
be saved in tho journey from Brisbane to Adelaide ? Yes; but such a line "would have no great com
mercial value at the present time.
592. Would not the conveyance of mail matter, and of passengers, be a considerable item in. its revenue ?
There would not be much in it at the present time. Besides, if you had a cheap line, you could not run 
a fast express over it.
593. But, as a foundation for such a connection, the line would be valuable ? Yes.
594. Would it not also be valuable when the question of uniformity of gauge came to be considered ? 
les; but that is much in tbe future.
59,i. If the proposed line were taken to Broken Hill, it is not likely that there would be a second extension 
in the same direction? Tho Commissioners think that it would not be wise to have two lines going across 
the Colony at the present time, whatever may be necessary in tbe future.
59(5. Whatever tbe immediate prospects of the line may be, its future possibilities are very great ? Well, 
any such traffic between Brisbane and Adelaide is altogether in the future.
597. During the late drought iu the western district, were the railways largely availed of to remove starving 
stock?^ Yes; to a considerable extent. Tiie Commissioners reduced the rates to one-half where stock 
was being conveyed from districts where there was no feed to districts where there was feed.
595. W as that remunerative ? They did not look so much to immediate profit ns to the ulterior advantages 
which we would get. I do not think there was much profit in ii, especially where we had to run the 
trucks empty one way.
599 Do you find that stock are generally trucked at the large depots instead of being driven down tho 
line? Yes.
(500. Have the drovers competed wiih the railwav in the same wav as the carriers have done? The com
petition of the carriers is a very small thing, compared with t ho bulk of the railway traffic. I do not think 
that much stock has travelled past Bourke. It would hardly be possible for them to travel along the 
railway line, because of the want of feed. "
(501. ihe railway is used in preference to the road ? That is my opinion.
602. Of late years a number of chilling and refrigerating works have been established in the country, 
which are doing a large business ? Yes.
603. You are aware that the country through which we propose to take the rail way is an enormous sheep
grazing country ? Yes. In the county of Dowling, through which the line would pass, there are 247,000 
sheep ; in the county of Blaxland, 500,000 sheep; in the county of Nicholson, 256,000 sheep.
604. That country is admitted to be about the best sheep couniry we have in fair seasons ? I do not 
know much about it of my own knowledge.
605. Do you not think that it is reasonable to suppose that if the railway is made large chilling establish
ments will spring up there ? Yes ; hut we get a good deal more gross revenue from the carriage of live 
stock than trom the carriage of chilled meat.
606. There were no chilling works at Bourke before tbe railway was made ? No.
007. Nor were there such works at Werris Creek, Gunnedab, Tenterfield, Nyngan, and other places 
before the line was made ? No.
60S. "VV ill not the construction of tbe proposed line give opportunities for the establishment of similar 
works in the country of which we are speaking ? I daresay it would.
609. The traffic upon which you base your estimate of revenue is principally station produce, mails, and a 
tew passengers ? Yes ; but 1 would point out that you could not have a live stock traffic and a dead 
meat traffic at the same time, and you would get more revenue from a live stock traffic tb'an from a dead 
meat traffic.
610. But where you carry 10,000 live sheep, you would probably carry 20,000 or 50,000 carcases ? I 
would not like to speak as to that.
Oil, Did you ever carry 5,000 bead of cattle from Tenterfield in three weeks, before the chilling works 
were established there ? There has not been a tremendous chilled meat traffic from Tenterfield. If the 
-Tenterfield works had not been established* cattle and other live stock would have been sent by rail to 
the capital to ho killed there, and that would have given us more revenue.
612. Is it not reasonable to suppose that as the business of chilling meat increases the rates of carriage 
for dead meat will be reduced ? The rate is a very low one now. The Commissioners have more than 
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^?nSiclerjd ^ie question of reducing it; but they do not hold out much hope of being able to do so. 
^eteu.deucy at the present time is to kill stock in the vicinity of the pastures ? Tes.

. 18 ■’I'not reasonable to suppose that a large chilling factory will be established in the heart of 
12 Aug., 1896.the district which the proposed line will pass through ? I think so.

°ItaJrmon-l Parkes, Dubbo, and Stockinbingal are all about the same distance from Sydney ? Tes, 
bib. Dut it would be more difficult to work traffic on the line from Sydney to Dubbo or Sydney to Parkes 
than on the line from Sydney to Stockinbingal ? Yes: if anything, the advantage would be in favour of 
tho proposed line. ^ o D
617. The distance from Sydney to Broken Hill by lines taken through auy of these three places, would 
be about the same ? Yes.
618. But as regards ease in working, the advantage would be in favour of a line through Stockinbingal ? 
lo a slight extent. But it must be remembered that you would have less new line to construct in making 
a connection from Condobolin to Broken Hill; secondly, that such an extension would pass through the 
best country; and that, thirdly, the Broken Hill traffic has been regarded as likely to go to Lithgow. 
Inere is no coal-producing centre on the southern line.

T-j^nTe ^??lni'ss’oners any definite opinion iu regard to the proposed deviation through Cudgcllico 
and Hillston r Bo; they have not been consulted about it, and I believe they have not looked into the 
matter,

thair opinion be the same with regard to a line via Euabalong as with regard to a line via 
CudgeUico . I think they would like to consider tbe matter carefully before giving an opinion. There is 
a lot of mineral country near to the northern route.

a reilway to Hillston, could the Commissioners draw off the traffic which at present goes to 
the Melbourne railways, that is under existing rates ? I think so.

^ Mossgiel you get into debatable land ? Yes, or a little to the west of that district. There is a 
great deal of competition there.
623. Mr. 0 Connor."] The advantages afforded by the railway in the conveyance of live stock have greatly 
increased the wealth and prosperity of many parts of the Colony. "Would it not be of advantage to , 
people if, instead of having to send live stock to Sydney, which they can only do in certain seasons, and 
tor which they have only a limited local market, they were able to send chilled meat, not onlv to Sydney 
but to other parts of the world ? Yes. 3 v j j

James Burt, Esq., Draftsman-in-Charge, Information Bureau, Department of Lands, sworn, and
examined:—

J. Bart, Esq. 624. Mr. Hassall.] You know the proposal under the consideration of the Committee ? Yes.
12 Am* isafi j rrTe you a description of the country through which the line will pass? We have no detailed 

S-j ■ description, but I can give you information as to tbe holdings in that district, and the rentals which the 
Crown receives from the land there:—Starting from Condobolin the line passes principally through 
alienated and reserved lands (the alienated lands being almost wholly conditional purchases and con
ditional for a distance of about 20 miles. Thence to Euabalong, half the distance through alienated
lands, and halt through leased areas. Prom Euabalong to the Willandra Bilhibong, through resumed 
and leasehold areas, apparently intersecting a few portions of alienated land. Prom Willandra Billabong 
to Broken Hill ^through resumed and leasehold areas, intersecting small isolated portions of alienated 
hobT ^ r0m ^ond°k|cd'n> gotog westward, the line apparently passes through the following pastoral

R.A. Gondoboli!’—±‘2 14s. per section; 640 acres.
L.A. Mowabla—t»B‘0d. per acre ; terminates 10 July, 1900.
E.A. Kiacatoo—roifeited.
L.A. Do —l|d. per acre; terminates 10 July, 1900. 
R. A. Booberoi—17s. 9d. per section.
L.A. Do —jVjd,; terminates 1918.
L.A. Euabalong—Id. per acre ; terminates 1918.
L.A. Eribenderry—IJ-d. per acre ; terminates 1918.
E.A. Mnrrin—Forfeited.
L.A. Do —jLjd. per acre : terminates 1918.
E. A. Gunninguldrie—os. per section.

Do —4s. lOd. per acre; terminates 1918.
E.A. Uranaway—Not renewed.
L.A. Do —£d. per acre ; 1918.
E.A. Eota—Forfeited.
L.A. Do —y-y^d. per' acre.
E.A. Wallandra—£2 13s. 4d. per section,
L.A. Do —l£d. per acre; 1918,

L.A. Willandra—ly^d. per acre.
L.A. Moulbong—l^d. per acre ; terminates 1918. 
E.A. Boondana—£2 2s. Sd. per section.
L.A, Do —i^yd. per acre ; terminates 1918. 
E.A. Mossgiel—£2 2r. 8d. per section.
L.A. Do —IJd. per acre ; terminates 1918. 
R.A. Clare—12s. SyCd. pel' section.
L.A. Do —lyiyjd. per acre ; terminates 1918.
E.A, Kilfera—6s. 4-pi. per section.
L.A. Do —fifed, per acre ; terminates 1918. 
E.A. Manfred—14s. 4$d. per section.
L.A. Do —ffiyd. per acre ; terminates 1918.
L.A. Albermarlc—-n^d. per acre; terminates 1918. 
L.A. 'Moorara—-AAjd, per acre ; terminates 1918. 
L.A. Tolarno—^d. per acre: terminates 1918. 
L.A. Kirtchega—Tjs0d. per acre; terminates 1018. 
E.A. Do —£1 12s. per section.
E.A. Mount Gipps—16s. per section.

^ere does the proposed line cross the boundary of the Central and Western Divisions? About 
30f miles from Condobolin. That boundary then follows the Lachlan Biver on its north side until you 
get to the Murray. The leaseholds in the Western Division all terminate about 1918, and the Minister 
oot resume land which is within 10 miles of a town containing fifty inhabitants,
627. Is half the and along the route of the proposed line available for settlement ? No ; the line passes 
through leasehold areas nearly the whole way.
028. What about the proposed deviation via CudgeUico and Hillston ? The same remark would almost 
apply to that line; but the land between Condobolin and CudgeUico, which has not been alienated, is 
generally or a rather inferior character. It has been offered on improvement lease, but only one or two 
leases have been taken. It would be good agricultural land if it were cleared, and if the rainfall could 
be depended upon.
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629. Would tho deviation pass through as much alienated laud as tho more northerly route ? Yes. ®89-
630. Then the laud on the southern side of the river must be as good as that on the northern side? Tes,
to judge from that circumstance. 12 Aug., 1896.
631. Is the land on the Lachlan and the Willandra Billabong pretty good right through ? I cannot say 
from personal knowledge; but inasmuch as every acre on the Lachlan River is held under lease, I sup
pose that it is. As you get out towards Broken Hill, there is not quite so much land held under lease.
632. Judging from the rentals paid, the land held under pastoral lease and occupation license is of inferior 
quality r1 Yes; only two or three of the leaseholds have been reappraised, and they have been reduced to the 
rentals I have quoted—forty-two hundredths of a penny and thirty-three hundredths of a penny. Tho 
highest rent paid is for Eribenderry, where tho rent is one and nine-tenths of a penny per acre. That is 
just beyond Euabalong. That country has a frontage to the Lachlan, and another frontage to the 
Willandra Billabong,
633. As you go further west the rentals decrease ? Yes.
634. Is the land suitable, for other than pastoral occupation ? 1 could not say definitely.
635. What is tho rainfall? At Broken Hill it is 9 or 10 inches per annum, and near Condobolin it is 
about 20 inches per annum.
636. Except on the Lachlan and on the Willandra Billabong, tho line passes through what is practically 
dry country ? Yes.
637. So that artificial water supplies will have to be obtained ? Yes.
638. Mr. Tjer-I Is there much small settlement in this district? blot that I am aware of. In the 
western district the small settlement takes the form of homestead leases. I have a map showing the 
Forbes Land Board District, in which Condoholin is situated, and also a map showing that part of the 
Western Division through which the line will pass,
639. What are the reserves shown on the first map ? They are water reserves, travelling stock reserves, 
and forest reserves.
640. About one-third of the land seems to be reserved ? About 25 per cent, of it.
641. Are there as many reserves in the Western Division ? No. Those in the Western Division are nearly
all for travelling stock routes, or to provide access to vrater. .
642. There arc no largo reserves which could be thrown open to allow of small settlement? No.
643. Would not the proposed line go through some portion of the resumed areas ? Only to a limited 
extent. From 10 miles beyond Euabalong to the Willandra Billabong the line would pass through 
resumed areas for about 16 miles. I have made no distinction between homestead leases and pastoral 
leases—they both run for about the same period.
644. Tbon there may be a large number of homestead leases which are not indicated on the map ? Yes ; 
there are some homestead leases.
645,. Arc they held by tlie original lessees? I think the tendency has been for them to revert to the 
original holders,
646. Is the country suitable for small settlers ? I have no personal knowledge of it, but I should not 
think so.
647. A great deal of the country is infested with rabbits ? I believe so.
648. Are there many applications for reserves for villages or townships ? I am not aware of any.
649. Where artesian bores have been put down, has there been any desire for small settlement? The 
only place I know of is Pera.
650. There are no improvement conditions connected with leases in tho Western Division? No.
65L Do these leases stand in the names of the original lessees, or in the name of various banking 
institutions ? I cannot say, but the information could he readily obtained.
652. Is any of the land dropping back into the hands of the Department? In the list which I read to 
the Committee there arc only three resumed areas which have been forfeited.
653. Has that land been taken up again ? No.
654. This land, although leased, is still Crown land, so that no compensation would have to bo paid for it
if it were required for railway purposes ? No. ’
655. Chairman] What about the land through which the proposed deviation will pass? The land from 
Condobolin to the boundary of the western division is nearly all alienated, and from there to Lake 
CudgeUico about one-third of it has been alienated. Tho rest of it is comprised within leasehold and 
resumed areas.
656. When will the leased land revert to the Crown? In 1918.

TUESDAY, 19 AUGUST, 1896.
present:—

THOMAS THOMSON 
The Hon. Frederick: Thomas Hujephert. 

The Hon. Ciiables James Roberts, C.M.G. 
'The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.

Henry Clarke, Esq.

EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

I Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
| John Lionel Feoah, Esq,
I Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.

George Black, Esq.
j Francis Augustus Wright, Esq,

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Broken HiU,

John Howell, Esq., Managing Director, The Smelting Company of Australia (Limited), sworn, and
examined:—

657. Chairman.'] You have a full knowledge of the mineral deposits of Broken Hill? I think I have. j_ uoweu 
653. Mr. Fegan!] What position do you hold in connection with the Broken Hill mining companies ? I ’ Eeq. ’ 
am not connected with them at all now, although for about five years, or a little over, I was general /~*-*-*s 
manager of the Broken Hill Proprietary Company. 19Aug.,189$.
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J. Howell,
Eatj.

10Aug^I896.

659. I suppose you are thoroughly acquainted with the conditious of the mines at Broken Hill'? I think 
I am.
600. How many years do you think silver-mining will last up there ? That is rather a difficult question 
to answer. There is ore enough there to keep the present output going for twenty-two or twenty-three 
years I should think.
6(il. I suppose there is no other mining but silver-mining carried on up there ? Silver-mining and lead
mining. _
662. I)o you treat the sulphide ores up there ? By concentration for shipment only,
663. Have you anything to do with the sulphide works which are being erected at .Newcastle ? Ho.
661:. Have you anything to do with those near Wollongong ? I am managing director of that company.
665. How many tons a day are you able to treat there ? "Wo expect that, when wc are in full blast, we
shall be able to treat 300,000 tons a year, and possibly more.
666. How arc you to get your ore ? At present we can only get it via Port Pirie.
667. What is the present output at Broken Hill ? Prom tho whole lode.
6GS. Prom tho whole lode ? It must be something over ] 1,000 tons a week, though that is not as large as 
it has been. The whole of that ore is not shipped from Broken Hill. About 6,000 tons of it are treated 
by the Broken Hill Proprietary Company in their own works at Broken Hill.
669. Have you heard of the Broken Hill Proprietary Company coming to JNeweastle ? They have bought 
a site for works near Newcastle, with the intention, I believe, of treating sulphide ores there.
670. Will it come to anything ? I think that is doubtful.
671. The company of which you are director, and the Newcastle company, will, between them, treat a large
quantity of ore? Yes; at least 700,000 tons a year.
672. If the proposed railway were constructed, would your company take advantage of it to bring ore to 
Illawarra ? I am inclined to think that they would.
673. I suppose you have no knowledge as to what the Newcastle company would do ; they would have to 
speak for themselves ? Yes ; under our present arrangements it would be more convenient for us in 
every way to bring our ores by rail from Broken Hill instead of by water via Port Pirie. If the proposed 
railway were constructed, we could take the ore from the ore bins at the Broken Hill mines and put it 
into our ore bins at Illawarra without any transhipment.
674. Can you tell the Committee what the difference would bo between the raihvay charges and the water 
charges ? We expect to be able to get ore from Port Pirie by water for about 5s. a ton. At the present 
time it costs 13s. a ton to send ore from Broken Hill to Port Pirie, and it would cost about 3s. a ton to 
bring ore from Sydney to Illawarra.
675. And I suppose you consider time of some importance in these matters ? Yes, it is of great 
importance.
676. You think that your company would use the raihvay if it were constructed? I think they would. 
That would he their disposition.
677. Although the freight might be a little dearer, oro would bo brought across much more quickly, and 
tho charges of transhipment would be saved? Yes,
678. That is a great consideration ? Yes.
679. Do you think that there is likely to he any development in mining along the route of the proposed 
line ? Not very much,
680. Have you traversed that part of the country ? I have not hecn much on this side of Mcnindie.
6S1. Then we must rely for our revenue chiefly upon the mineral traflic from Broken Hill? Yes; and 
from mines in the vicinity of Broken Hill. ’
682. I suppose tho ores at Broken Hill are fairly rich ? Yes : there is a very largo quantitv of payable
ores in sight at tho present time—zinciferous lead, and sulphide ores. '
683. Payable ores? Yes. Tho best evidence of that is that the companies are selling the ore outright to 
people in Europe and in these colouies, and they find ready buyers;
684. Under the new process the trade will develop ? Yes ; and an ore which to-day is not profitable will, 
in less than two years, he found to be profitable, providing that silver and load keep up their price.
685. There'is no doubt about the success of this new process ? Not a bit. There has never been any 
doubt about it in my mind.
686. How many ions would your company send along the line? About 300,000 tons. The principal 
Broken Hill mines arc capable of producing at the present time, if worked to their full extent, between
800,000 tons and 1,000,000 tons of ore per year.
687. Do you think that the proposed line should he constructed ? I have thought so for a good many
years.
688. “Why ? It has been a foregone conclusion with me for a long time that the zinciferous ores would 
have to be treated at the seaboard where there was plenty of coal. One reason why ifc was considered 
that sulphide ores would not pay was that people thought that the freight from Broken Hill, to any place 
where cheap coal could be obtained would ho too high to allow of a profit on the working. During the 
last three or four years, however, rates have come down very considerably, and they may come down still

. more. With a direct line of rail from Broken Hill to Sydney, and, as I understand, very easy grades for 
a great portion of the way, I think the ores could bo brought as cheaply overland as by water, especially 
when the two or three transhipments which are necessitated by the present route arc taken into con
sideration. ’
689. You would no!' wait until the question of federation was settled ? No.
690. I suppose another reason that prompts you to support this railway is the fact that Broken Hill is 
one of the principal towns of the Colony, and has no connection with tho metropolis? That is an impor
tant reason.
691. Is there any other reason ? There is a large number of smaller mines in the vicinity of Broken 
Hill which will, in all probability, produce ore in considerable quantities within a year or two.
692. The construction of the proposed line will be the means of further developing these mines ? Yes.
693. Of considerably developing them ? Yes.
G94. The present output would increase considerably if there were direct communication with the sea
board of New South Wales? Yes. You are masters of the situation here, because you have cheap fuel, 
which is the greatest of all considerations in the treatment of sulphide ores. Without cheap fuel, you

cannot
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cannot work profitably a majority of the Broken Hill sulphide ores. Including coal for the maun ac ui 
of coke it takes about 83- tons of coal to treat 1 ton of sulphide ore, and coal costs delivered a ro e 
Hill about 35s. a ton, whereas the ore can be brought down here lor much less. . ,, 19Aug.,1896.
695. It is cheaper to bring the ore to the coal than to take the coal lo the ore? ^s. Another m‘l' e 
to be taken into consideration is that, after you have treated the ores at Broken Hill, you arc e 1 a 
large product to send away in the shape of bullion, for which much higher freights are charge inn are 
charged for ore. Lead bullion, which is 26 or 28 per cent, of the weight of sulphide ore, costs t L s. a on 
to send to Port Pirie. They will not carry bullion for the same rate as they carry ore.
696. Have your company any land about Broken Hill ? Ho. . , ,
697. Only the mines there ? That is all. There are nearly 2 miles of a regular ore-producing 0 e,
through which extends a body of zinciferous lead silver-ore, varying in breadth from 16 to 200 rcc , am 
of unknown depth. Tho lode had been opened to a depth of over 1,200 feet, and it is sate to say that t le 
body of sulphide ore will average a width, so far as is opened, of 40 feet. It calculations arc made on 
the basis of the existence of a body of ore, 40 feet wide, 500 feet deep, and 8,000 feet long, and 10 cuoic 
feet of ore are allowed to the ton ; that will give 16,000,000 tons. Wc cannot say that all that wouJa do 
profitable ore ; but it is safe to say that below the main workings at tho present time 16,000,000 tons o 
ore could be obtained. Wc know- very well that tho ledo extends 400 or 500 feel lower; but we nave not 
taken that into consideration. Shafts which have been put down show that ore exists at a depth 0 ovei 
1,300 feet, so that in all probability ore could be obtained at a depth of 1,800 or 2,000 icet, and possibly 
more. .
698. Mr. Molcrts.] Arc your works at Lake Illawarra now in operation? They jire under construction.
G99. Tou have not yet brought any ore from Broken Hill to Lake Illawarra? No.
700. What do you calculate will be tbe cost, per ton, of landing crude ore from Broken Hill at your works 
at Lake Illawarra ? About 2Is. a ton, including wharfage and everything else.
70L. Would the ore be brought to Sydney, and then sent to Lake Illawarra by rail. Tes.
702. Would it not be cheaper to land the ore someivhere along the coast? No ; wc Dud that it would be 
best to land it at Sydney, and bring it down to Illawarra by rail.
703. Will 21s. a Ion include every expense of every kind whatsoever? Tes.
704. Will it include the cost of handling? Tes. _ _
705. We have it in evidence Unit if the proposed line were constructed, the Commissioners would charge 
dll lls. fid. to convey ore from Broken HSU to Illawarra ;—is it likely that your company would pay 10s. 
a ton more than they would pay under present conditions, simply that they might have their ore brought 
by rail through tho Colony of New South Wales? No; wc could not do it. Such a charge would 
prevent an immense amount of oro from coming iyvay from Broken Hill. There is a good deal ot ore 
upon which there would not be a profit of 10s. a ton.
706. H would be absurd to expect any business man to do such a foolish act? It would. .
707. If the rate 1 have quoted is the lowest that would be charged, would you feci justified iu advocating 
the construction of aline? I would not.
70S. If the Commissioners were unable to bring ore to Broken Hill, what other trafhe could they 
secure? There is a good deal of wool which would come 1 his way.
709. Where would it come from ? From north and north-west of Broken Hill, as far as the Queensland
border. There is a lot of wool coming into Broken Hill now. ■
710. Would the liailway Department carry auy wool that they do not get now ? Tes ; a mrge quantity.
711. Where does it now go r It goes from llroken Hill to Adelaide ,w n,en 
down the river.
712. To Victoria? No, to Morgan, in South Australia. There _
during the wool season. Other industries are springing up there. .
713. What other industries ? lam very largely interested in a boilmg down and meat preserving works 
there. We ship about 1,000 tons of stuff a year. That place is situated 011 the banks of the Darling.
714'. Is all the stuff sent to Adelaide ? Tes, every bit of it. . T , .
715. If the proposed line wore constructed, you would he very glad lo give New 8outh AValcs tho 
preference, if our railways could carry at the same rate as you arc now paying ? Yes.
716. But under no other circumstances; you would send your goods by whatever route was tbo
cheapest ? Tes, wc would have to do so. _ _ ,
717. Have you been over the route of the proposed Hue ? No, I have only been about 150 miles from 
Broken Hill, coining this way.
718. Tou are thoroughly conversant with tbe couniry surrounding Broken Hill for a radius of about 150
miles ? I am. ... , „
719. Do you think Ihe proposed route via Menindie is preferable to any other that has been surveyed .
1 think that it is. ...
720. Do you prefer it to the suggested route from Cobar through Wilcannia ? I. do.
721. And to a line from Condobolin through Wilcannia? Tes.
722. On what grounds ? By coining further south you will get a great deal of business which you will
not get if you go to Wilcannia. The country further south is better ; and if you went to Wilcannia you 
could not expect to get traffic from places like Menindie. That traffic would continue to go down the 
river. _
723. 1 understand that Wilcannia is a very important stock centre ? It is in the midst ot a very large 
sheep country ; but a line to Broken Hill by way of Menindie would get most ot tho Wilcannia traffic.
724. Tou prefer the proposed route to any other yet suggested? .1 do.
725. Have you auy knowledge of the country about Mount Hope ? Very little. Only from hearsay.
726. Is there likely lo be a mining development there which would add to the traffic on the proposed 
railway?. There is some mineral in that country. There is a good deal of copper through there; but 
the carriage is so heavy that they have not been able to make it pay so far.
727. Do you think that tho construction of the proposed line would be likely to assist in a marked degree
in developing tbe mineral resources of New South Wales ? It certainly would, particularly now when the 
great bulk of the ores produced must come to some central works for treatment. We have reached a 
stage in mining when small trifling mills, like those that have been put up for working free gold ores, 
must he abandoned. The ores being raised now are nearly all sulphide ores, and they cannot be treated 
in small works. They must be brought to regular metallurgical works. 72H.

It goes from llroken Hill to Adelaide by rail, also to the Darling, aud then

is a big trade on tho Darling River
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parliamentary standing committee on public works.

' Esq, ’ c°orEo, you sco the difficulty that the liailway Commissioners will have in competing with rail-
—v i??QST t ie ne,S[1°°3lriri& colonies ? There is no doubt that there will be a very sharp competition. 

19Aug.,l89G. -*■ ^ppose the South Australian G-overnment would carry the ore for much less than they charge
now rather than lose the trade ? I do not think that the South. Australian people could carry it much 
more cheaply than they do at present, because their fuel is pretty expensive.
/oO, You advocate the construction of this line ?' I do.
f ^ Pi° -f011 adTOlTlte construction in the face of the figures as to rates of carriage, which I have

e^°re TjU‘, J?ia'n -HOl,fce traffic will he cut off if those rates could not be reduced.
I . a cu would only feel justified in recommending the construction of the line on the assumption that 

oso rates would he reduced ? les. If the Commissioners are not able to compete successfully with 
,,10 , ot.,, 11 Covernmcnt in the carrying of Broken Hill ores they will lose tho greater part of
the traffic for which the line would bo built. '

^at case you would not feel justified in recommending the construction of the line? Kb. 
iroe r ^ j J-^re there not smelting works at Port Pirie now ? Tes.
voe r UniaerStalp they are not adapted for the complex treatment of refractory ores ? They are not. 
_J”‘ t snPPfJ1:e there is no likelihood of their being extended so as to become suitable? To. 

ew. lou said in reply to Mr. Huberts that a great deal of ore would not return 10s, a ton profit:—do 
you mean a net profit after deducting £1 Is. per ion carriage to Illawarra ? Tes.
-■qo tv ^ ILlcf'ease UP011 that rate of carriage would deduct something from the 10s. a ton profit? Tes.
]~i ' ri ^°iU hnow whether the mining at Mount Hope is likely to be permanent ? I do not.
/•lO. On what do yon base your opinion that a line to Broken Hill would be likely to pay;—is it on the ,
carnage or ores and wool from the Broken Hill district ? Chiefly on the probability of a great deal of 
ore being brought from the Broken Hill mines, “ * v &
-to S.Uti ^Klt '™u'^ depend upon the rates imposed by our Railway Commissioners ? Tes.

■ tjtl. If they are not satisfactory the ore will continue to go to Port Pirie ? Undoubtedly.
/4d. 1 suppose that the carriage of goods necessary to the people of Broken Hill will depend upon the 
same circumstances . Tes. to some extent. There is a large population there, which would be supported 
almost entirely by imported goods and goods produced in tin's part of the Colony, if there were a railwav 
from here to Broken Hill. J
/-14. I suppose there would not be a great number of people travelling to Broken Hillnot so many as 
there were eight or ten years ago ? The travel there is increasin'1'.
74o. Is there any fresh development in the mines at Broken Ililf? Tes.

hat direction is this development, taking tho Proprietary Mine as the centre? Korth of that. 
4/. Jsit.a spur breaking away ? To; it is at the north end of the main lode—in the Junction and 

Junction North Mines. *
mf10 function Mine is on a ridge, is it not? The whole mine is on a ridge.

/49. The Ivorth Junction is aJso on a ridge P Yes.
750. Is this extension on the ridge, or beyond the ridge ? It is right on the ridge.
i ** j i a^PPose i*’s P0SBihle that the lode will follow the ridge all round ? Tes; it has followed the whole 
length of that ridge, from one end to the other,
752. The ridge extends round the town pretty well like the rim of a saucer—Broken Hill being within it ? 
xes j but it is not all the same ridge,

^aaan7 ProsPecting been done in the ridge which is on the other side of the town ? Westward
754. Tes? Tes.
755. Have any results been obtained there? Tes; they have obtained a good deal of ore from small
veins, °
iod. But nothing likely to be permanent ? A little further on, beyond a ridge which you can see, a good 
eai oi ore is likely to be obtained. There are some good-si&ed mines there, and a good many of them

. iJie-v are thc mmes that were worked profitably in the early days, before the Broken Hill Mine was 
started,
757. Are any of the outlying mines being worked profitably now ? South of the main Broken Hill lode— 
about b miles south of Broken Hill—there are one or two mines which are working profitably ; at least, 
they have been working for a year or so, and I presume that they are being worked at a profit.
/oa. Js much mining done at Milverton ? Very little,
/oS). A lot of prospecting was done there some years ago, in tho ridges through which the dry water
course runs into the town of Siiverton. Bid that all result in failure ? Tes, the ore there did not last 
long, ihe mineral was surface deposit more than anythinf else.
/60. In spite of that, you think that as a silver-field the Barrier Ranges have some prospect of 
permanence r I regard Broken Hill as the most important silver lead mine in the world to-day.
7bl. lou think there is no chance of its petering out ? To.
£50000*0 Have you any obiection say what the capital of your company is?

703. Is it an English or a local proprietary ? An English proprietary.
How DUleb llavc you already expended on your works at Lake Illawarra ? About £55,000.

/bo. What is the contemplated expenditure ? About £200,000.
766. Docs that expenditure include thc opening of an entrance fo Lake Illawarra as well as the 
struction ot tbe works m progress? No.
767. Is it in contemplation to open ihe entrance ? It is.
768. Have you fixed any period within which the work will probably be commenced? We have nothing
to do with the harbour business. ‘ ' ®
/69. Ihe opening ot the harbour is not one of the objects of your company? No
770. Yours m simply a smelting company ? Yes. ' j m •
771. What do you estimate to be the maximum quantity of ore which you will be able to treat per annum 
aiter the completion of your works ? Wo intend to erect works capable of treating a little over 100 000 
tons ot ore a year and to increase their capacity to about 300,000 tons per year, or more, if necessary 
--o khat,would b,e y°ui: maximum ? Between 300,000 tons and 400,000 tons would be our maximum.
/ to. it, when working at your maximum, the cost of carnage were increased by 10s. a ton that would 
mean an annual increase m expenditure of £150,000? Tes.

It is
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774.
775.
77G.
777.
oro would have to be carried? That would depend a good deal upon what the Eailway Department 
charged us for carrying our lead bullion and other products. "
778. That is an important factor in dealing with the Broken Hill ores ? Ifes.
779. Tou say that sulphide ores contain about 29 per cent, of lead ? Yes, in weight.
780. So that if, in addition to the cost of carrying the ores, you have to pay nearly three times as much 
for the carriage of bullion, there would practically be double freight? Tes.
781. Your company have recently constructed a railway ? Tes.
782. With what object? To connect our works with our coal mines.
783. So that the coal may be brought at the lowest cost to the smelting works ? Tes.
784. If the entrance to Lake Illawarra were opened, would you be able to bring ore by water direct to 
the smelting works? To within a mile of our works,
785. There would be a mile of cartage ? A mile of railway journey.
786. The handling of the ore would not be lessened? No.
,787. So that it would be as cheap to bring ore to Sydney, and send it thence by train to Illawarra, as to 
bring it by sea to Lake Illawarra? Tes, or very nearly as cheap.
788. There would be the same amount of handling in each case? Yes. There would he a saving in 
other respects, however, if we could bring goods direct to Illawarra by water. With regard to ores, there 
would not he a saving of more than Is. per ton.
789. It is to be expected that unless you could have your ores carried from Broken Hill to Lake Illawarra 
.for £1 a ton, you would not use the railway ? We would not.
790. In estimating the probable earnings of the raihvay, we must accept that as about the maximum rate 
for ore? I think so.
791. Besides your works at Lake Illawarra, what other works are there in course of construction at which 
it is probable that Broken Hill ores will he treated? There are the sulphide works, near Newcastle.
792. Is the freight to Newcastle greater or less than the freight to Sydney? I presume that it would be 
greater to Newcastle, because the distance is GO or 70 miles more.
793. Any difference would be in favour of Sydney ? Tes.
/94, But the probability is that freight to either place would be about the same, with, if anything, some
thing m favour of Newcastle, because of a saving iu handling? I do not know where the Newcastle 
smelting works are.
795. I am assuming that they are at the water’s edge—that would save handling ? Tes.
79G. Do you think that there would be much difference in the conditions prevailing at Lake Illawarra 
and Newcastle, so far as freight is concerned ? Very little.
797. We may expect that £1 would be the maximum rate that could be paid for the carriage of ore from 
Broken Hill to either place? J think so.
798. Have you any idea as to the quantity of ore that would probably be treated at Newcastle ? Possibly
300,000 tons per year. ■
799. Ton do not know how much it is intended to expend there ? I believe it is their intention to spend
£200,000 or £300,000. 1
800. Is it probable that the Newcastle works will be able to treat a larger quantity of ore than the works 
in course of construction at Lake Illawarra? That I cannot say.
801. d/r. T)icketL~] What is the rate per ton for carrying ore from Broken Hill to Port Pirie ? Thirteen 
shillings a ton for sulphide ores.
802. Aud how much for other kinds of ores ? It was, not long ago, about seventeen shillings and 
sixpence for oxidised ores.
803. What is the freight from Port Pirie to Sydney? There is no regular freight, but we expect to get 
the ore carried for 5s. a ton.
804. Are there extensive smelting works at Port Pirie ? Tes.
805. But the new process which you are introducing is not used there? No; the works there are simply
for smelting oxidised ores. r
806. What do they use for this smelting—coal or coke? Both.
807. In what proportions ? About 16 cwt. of coal to a ton of coke.
808. Is it not a new thing to use such a large quantity of coal? 1 am speaking of tbe total quantity of 
coal used. No coal at all is used in smelting, except in producing power.
809. Coke exclusively is used for smelting ? Tes.
810. When the Public Works Committee were inquiring into the proposal to take a railway from 
Nyngan, via Cohar and Wilcannia, to Broken Hill, they were told that good coke could not he 
manufactured in New South Wales;—is that still so ? The New South Wales coke is not as good as the 
English coke.
811. Is it nearly as good ? It is very nearly as good.
812. What is the cost of English coke now? It is very low now. I think thev are laying down English 
coke at Port Pirie for 24s. or 25s. a ton.
813. How does English coke compare with colonial coke? Colonial coke has 6 or 7 per cent, more ash 
or deleterious matter than English coke, and its physical construction is not quite so good.
814. Chairman.] What percentage of ash is there in the English coke ? About 7 per cent., and about 13 
per cent, in the colonial coke.
815. Mr. Trickettk\ The coal you will require at your Illawarra works will be tbe local southern coal ? Tes.
816. A railway to Broken Hill would not benefit by a coal traffic ? If they could carry coal back to 
Broken Hill there would be a large traffic in it.
817. At Illawarra you propose to treat whatever ore is sent to your works ? We are establishing general 
metallurgical works. We take all kinds of ore—gold, silver, lead, and copper.
818. Is that the practice which prevails in America? Tes, extensively; in fact, nearly altogether.
819. In America is the smelting work chiefly done locally, or is it done a.t the seaports ? Formerly it was 
done locally, but now almost all of it is done at the railroad centres, and at the seaports.
820. The system of smelting which you propose to adopt differs from thc ordinary process ? The smelting
is the same, but there is a difference in the method of preparing the ore for the smelters. 821.

Will it be cheaper to treat the ores at Lithgow than at Lake Illawarra ? No. ^ Howsll,
Why? I think we can get material of all kinds more cheaply at Lake Illawarra than at Lithgow.
Will not your principal outlay be for fuel ? Tes, that will be the principal thing we shall require,
But would you not save something in carriage if 100 miles were taken off the distance which the s'*
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J. Howell, 821. A certain amount of smelting will goon at Broken Hill notwithstanding the existence of your works 
_ _ at Bake Illawarra ? I think not. 31 y experience has been that when such works as those which we are

19 Aug, 1896. construct,11g are established small smelting works are almost done away with. -
' ^22. When a Sectional Committee was at Broken Hill some years ago some of the local mining managers, 
and notably Mr. Lane, seemed to object to the practice of sending ore away for two reasons—the great 
cost of the dual^ management, and the difficulty arising in connection with the mixing of ores. If your 
works are established at the mine you have the ores necessary for blending and mixing close at hand, but 
it would not be so if your works were at a long distance from the mine ? I think that it would be quite 
the contrary. In large smelting works like ours you get ore from all parts of the country, and, 
consequently, could make a better blend than if yon were confined to the ore of only one mine.
823. This is what Mr, Lane says : “ In handling the furnaces we have a variety of ore to deal with. If 
we can mix it we can always regulate the furnaces, but if the furnaces are 100 miles distant we cannot do 
it.” l)o you agree with that opinion? I do not.
824. No difficulty of that kind would be likely to occur at Lake Illawarra ? Hone whatever. One of our 
reasons for establishing a place like this is to get a mixture of ores.
825. But you will not be able to mix up the various ores which are the property of various companies ? 
We shall buy the ores at their assay value. That is one of tbe great advantages of a concern like ours. 
We separate mining from metallurgy altogether. We mix gold, silver, lead, and copper ores, and smelt 
them all together.
826. Tou pay for the ores and take all risks? Tes.
827. Mr. Ihmplurry.] Is the same thing done at Swansea? Tes. We are buyers of ores.
828. Mr. Trickett.'] What is the consumption of coal at Broken H ill per week or per month ? I cannot 
tell you. The coal trade there will fall off very greatly as soon as they quit smelting.
829. (Jan you tell us what coal costs a ton delivered at Broken Hill ? Ho; I have been away from 
Broken HiU for more than a year.
830. If a harbour is made at Lake Illawarra, will it not be cheaper for you to bring your ores via Port 
Pirie than along the proposed line ? That will depend on the rate of freight on the proposed line. We 
do not expect to gaiii much by the opening of Lake Illawarra so far as the freightage of ores is concerned.
831. What benefit will accrue to you by the opening of the lake? We shall be able to get iron and 
lime for fluxes more readily.
832. Where are those materials to be secured from ? They may come from along tbe coast north or 
south, possibly from Tasmania.
833. Fluxing materials are scarce in the Illawarra district ? Tes; there is very little iron, and very 
little lime there.
834. There is a plentiful supplv of lime fluxing near Broken Hill, is there not? Within 40 miles of 
Broken Hill.

■ 835. At Tarrawingie ? Tes.
836. Is not the supply almost inexhaustible ? It is exhaustible; but they will not want it very much 
longer. As soon as they quit smelting there they will not require lime.
83/. Tou look upon it that these works are going to close up Broken Hill as a smelting centre ? Hot so 
much the construction of these works as the exhaustion of the oxidised ores. Thev are comiim to an end 
very fast. ^ °
838. bmclting will be almost discontinued there when your works are finished ? Tes. .
839. Can you say what will take place with regard to the Broken Hill Proprietary Company ? The 
Broken Hill Proprietary Company is the only place on the lino where they are smelting. The “South” 
furnaces are idle, so are the “Central,” and so are the “ British ” furnaces. All those mines are now 
dealing with sulphide ores.
810. Tou said a little while ago that the population of Broken Hill was increasing ? Ho, that the travel 
to and from Broken Hill was increasing.
841. The population of Broken Hill has decreased of late years ? I do not think it decreased last year, 
hut the year before it decreased rapidly.
842. Can you give any explanation of that ? Tes; several of the mines had stopped altogether, so that 
there was no work for the men.
843. The mines stopped because they ceased to be paying concerns ? They had exhausted their oxidised 
ores, and had no means of treating their sulphide ores. How they are starting again.

*■- suggested that tho proposed railway should be what is known as a light line, the sleepers being 
turner apart than is the case with ordinary heavy lines. Do you think such a line would be suitable for 
the class of traffic which it would have to carry ? I do. It is a splendid road-bed, and a line constructed 

proposed to construct this line would be better than two-thirds of the new American railroads iu 
the Western States.
84j. Ton tliink that a light line would be capable of carrying heavy ore traffic ? I do.
846. If the Government could save £33,000 by making a light line, do yon think it would be advisable to 
save it. I think that the railway proposed woiild be quite good enough for the traffic.
84/. Beyond tbe mere question of actual ore freight, I suppose you have not considered tbe earning 
probabilities of the line ? I have not,
848. Mr. Clarke.] If there is a difference of 10s. a ton between the present freights and the railway freights
there is not likely to he much traffic upon the railway ? Ho. °
849. Business people will always adopt the cheapest means of conveyance ? Tes.
850. Ton have stated that it is probable that wool would he carried along the line. Would wool be 
earned to Sydney from places about Menindie and Wilcannia? ]. think wool could be sent to Sydney 
from those places as cheaply as it can be sent to Adelaide at the present time,
851. Is not water carriage generally cheaper than land carriage ? Tes; but on the present route there 
are several handlings. They have to tranship at Morgan.

r ^ wer® made to Menindie would not the trade from that district still go to South Aus
tralia ? Eveiything below Menindie would still go to South Australia; but the great sheen country lies 
north of the proposed railway. n j
853. Is it probable that supplies of various kinds would be sent to these districts from Sydney by rail ? 
les, I think so, and I think that that traffic would be a very important factor in the earniims of the 
railway. ’ ° 854.
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8ot. Would it not be cheaper to get supplies from Adelaide ? The freight on goods from Adelaide to J-Hoirel], 
Brohen. Hill is pretty high. It will all depend upon the rate fised upon our railway. _ ^^
855. Tou are aware that it was proposed to take thc railway to Broken Hill via Cobar and Wilcannia ;— 19Aug., 1896, 
would that line be as suitable as the proposed line ? I do not think so.
856. Is the land along the route of the proposed raihvay good agricultural land ? Much of the land that 
I have been over would be very good for agricultural purposes; but the rainfall in those districts is 
uncertain.
857. We have it in evidence that the loss upon the proposed raihvay would be £.10,000 per annum do 
you think it would be advisable to run the line at such a loss as that P It would depend a great deal 1 
upon what the future was going to be.
858. 31'r. Lne.'] You have stated that it will cost about 213. a ton to bring sulphide oro from Broken Hill
to Lake Illawarra, and that of that amount 13s. a ton is paid to the Siiverton Tramway Co. and the South 
Australian Q-overnment;—that is a very large proportion of the total cost? Yes. _
859. If you were to let a contract for the conveyance of 50.000 tons of ore, could you have it delivered
at that price ? There is some doubt about that. The low freight of 5s. a ton from Port Biric to Sydney, 
which prevails at the present time, is owing to the fact that vessels taking cargoes of coal to Port Pirie 
have to come away light. If you sent ships to Port Pirie for the ore you could not get it back at that 
rate. Therefore, if we were to let a contract for the conveyance of 50,000 tons of ore within a month, we 
would have to pay a higher price for the water carriage. _
860. You propose to deal with 300,000 tons of ore a year ;—will you be able to have that quantity of ore 
brought round from Port Pirie at 5s. a ton ? No ; we do not espeet to get it at that.
861. What do you really expect to have to pay ? I am only dealing now with freights as they exist.
862. The establishment of your works at Lake Illawarra will bring about a decrease in the consumption of 
coal at Broken Hill ? Yes.
863. A.nd that will reduce the number of ships wanting a return freight? Yes, to some extent.
864. Therefore, it is probable that the freight from Port Pirie will be more than 5s. a ton;—do you think 
it would be fair to put it down at 10s. a ton? I should say 7s. a ton would bo a fair price,
865. That would make the total cost of conveyance 23s. Gd. a ton ? Yes.
866. If you were to let a contract for the conveyance of 50,000 or 100,000 tons, you could get it delivered 
at that? Yes.
867. If it cost £1 lls. 5d. per ton to bring ore from Broken Hill to Lake Illawarra by railway, which route 
would you be prepared to use ? We should he compelled to use the Port Pirie route.
868. The value of the ore would not admit of your paying the higher rate ? No.
869. Therefore the railway could not expect to get any traffic so far as the conveyance of sulphide ores to 
Lake Illawarra was concerned ? Not if thc freight was as high as you have named.
870. Is not id. a ton a low rate for the carriage of minerals :—do you know of any place in America where
they carry for less ? I do. '
871. What do they carry for ? They carry ore over certain roads in America for a little over three-fifths 
of a cent, per ton.
872. Supposing there were extensive smelting works at Newcastle, I suppose they could get their ore brought 
round from Port Pirie for about 21s. a ton ? It would not cost much more than that.
873. If the cost of bringing ifc direct from Broken Hill by rail were £113s. 2d. a ton, would they be likely
to use tbe railway ? No, If it is a settled fact that that is the lowest rate at which the railway can carry 
ore, there would be no traffic in ore from Broken Hill. ■
874. Supposing smelting works were erected at Lithgow, and it cost 24s. lOd. to land sulphide ore there 
from Broken Hill, would such an establishment be able to compete with places at Illawarra or Newcastle ?
No.
875. Then what prospect has the raihvay of getting any of the Broken Hill ore? None at all, if the 
Commissioners cannot carry at a lower rate than is charged at the present time for water carriage.
876. The fact of extensive works being erected at Illawarra and Newcastle to treat Broken Hill sulphides
must mean the closing of smelting furnaces at Broken HiU? They will close anyway, .
877. If the furnaces at Broken Hill were stopped, no great quantity of coal or coke would be sent to 
Broken Hill by railway? A great deal of coal would still be required there to generate power, and for 
domestic purposes.
878. Do you think that coal could be carried 696 miles by raihvay as cheaply as it could be sent round to 
Port Pirie by water? If it could be carried at the rate charged for the carriage of ore it could.
879. If coal were carried from Lithgow for a ton, and Ss. were allowed for its price, it would cost 
32s. lOd. a ton to deliver it at Broken Hill ? Yes ; aud coal there costs more than that now.
880. But at ordinary rates it would cost £2 9s. Sd. to send coal from Newcastle to Broken Hill by railway ?
People could not afford to pay as much as that.
881. Do you know of any reason why the Proprietary Company should send their bullion direct' by rail 
to Sydney instead of down to Port Pirie ? No, I do not.
882. Then what traffic will there be for the railway from Broken Hill ? If tbe railway cannot carry at 
rates as low as those at present being charged, it must expect to get very little traffic.
883. Mr. Wright.'] What is the rate for general merchandise between Adelaide and Broken Hill? I 
cannot say,
884. Is it anything like £8 or £9 a ton ? I think not.
885. The lowest rate from Sydney by rail would be a little over £9 a ton ;—would such a rate he likely to 
secure the traffic for our railways? I do not think so.
886. Yon are aware that the Commissioners are supposed to manage our railways so as to make them pay 
working expenses and interest upon the outlay ? If that is an established rule, which cannot be departed 
from, I do not see that they will get very much freight from Broken Hill.
887. If tho Commissioners say that they cannot reduce their rates, is there much likelihood of traffic from 
Broken Hill ? I think not.
888. Is there any possibility of works being established at Broken Hill for the treatment of sulphide ores ?
I think not.
889. This is a progressive age;—possibly some further development will occur in the process of treating 
sulphide ores ? There is very little chance of that.

286—1: 890.
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J. Howell, g90. I understand you to say that oxidised ores are pretty well worked, out? They are very nearly gone.
89 L. You have stated that you have known places in America where the freight for the carriage of 
minerals was much less than it is here : what kind of country had thev to haul over ? Comparatively 

° level country.
892. You are aware that between Orange and Sydney there is a lot of rough country to travel over?
Yes: but there arc places in America where they have carried ores for less than one cent a mile, although 
they have had to go over a mountain 8,000 feet high, _
893. Mr. ISlacIc.~\ Will the construction of this railway have a tendency to develop the working of low- 
grade ores ;—I suppose that is a matter which will depend wholly upon the rates charged for carriage ? 
Yes. A railway would have a tendency to open up whatever mineral resources there may be between 
Sydney and Broken Hill.
894. Mr. Fry an.'] If tho Commissioners reduced their rates to £1 a ton, how many tons of ore per 
annum would be sent from Broken Bill down here ? They would bo able to send away nearly 800,000 
tons.
895. Do you think it is under the mark to say that thc proposed railway will only earn £30,000 a year ? 
I think so, if they carry that quantity of ore.
89G. Do yon think that the Commissioners would attract traffic if they charged more reasonable rates ? 
Well, if they could not carry ore for less than -3d. a ton per mile they would make nothing by carrying a 
large quantity for lower rates.
897. If the freight was reduced to £1. a ton, the railway would carry at least 500,000 tons of ore a year ? 
There is no doubt of that.
898. That would pay, would it not ? T should think so, ■
899. Mr. Humph cry.] Supposing the Commissioners are right in saying that they cannot carry ore for less 
than 30s, a ton, they would lose £250,000 a year if they carried 500,000 tons a year for £1 a ton? Yes.

G-eorge Skelton Yuill, Esq., (YIessrs. G\ S. YuiU & Company, Limited), sworn, and examined :—
G. S. Yuill, 900. Afr. lioheri;;.] What line of business are you engaged in? We are general merchants and steam- 

Es9- ship agents.
901. Ilave you a line of steamers running round the Australian coast? Yes; we are agents for tho 

19 Aug.,189G, Adelaide Steamship Company. Those steamers trade all round the coast from Cairns, in Queensland, to
Wyndham in AVestern Australia.
902. You have had a great deal of experience in connection with shipping in these colonies ? Yes.
903. YTour steamers call at Port Pirie ? Yes ; we have a line of steamers running to Port Pirie, but they 
take freight only.
904. Does the freight come principally from Broken Hill ? Yes.
905. Ores from the Broken Hill mines? Ores and bullion. ’ _
900. What arc thc rates of freight between Port Pirie and Sydney or Newcastle ? They have varied at 
different times. Within the last few vears they have ranged between 8s. and 5s. a ton. They have been 
■coming: down steadily, and I believe that business has been done at 4s. Gd. a ton.
907. YVould that be from Port Pirie to Newcastle ? It would be the same from Port Pirie to Sydney, or
to Newcastle, _
908. Would it be possible to carry ores at a still lower rate than 4s. Gd. a ton ? I do not think so.
909. In the event of a railway being constructed from Broken Hill to Sydney, I suppose that the Bail
way Commissioners would compete for your trade ? If they took thc ores, I suppose they would; but we 
generally find that, in the long run, railways do not interfere with our trade. Something else always 
crops up by the time the railway is made. ' '
910. If a large quantity of freight were likely to be taken away from your steamers, you would probably 
be willing to carry ores at much lower rates than those which at present prevail? We could not carry 
ore for less than 4V Gd. a ton, and I do not think we could carry it for that. Now, we get good carrying 
one way, so that we can take cheaper carriage back.
911. Do you get a large amount of freight from Sydney to Port Pirie ? YYo carry coal from Newcastle
to Port Pirie. * _
912. Is that coal sent on to Broken Hill ? Some of it goes to Broken Hill, and some of it is taken by 
the South Australian Government.
913. YVhat is the freight for coal from Newcastle to Port Pirio ? It varies ; but it is between 6s. and 7s.
a ton, _
914. Why do you charge 6s. aud 7s. a ton for coal, and only 4s. Gd. for ore ? Well, if we did not bring 
the ore, we would he coming back empty. Wc look upon the ore as back carriage.
915. Is there a very largo traffic now between Port Pirie and Broken Hill, by rail ? Yes, there must be, 
because of the quantity of stuff we have to carry.
916. Do you know' how much merchandise is taken to Broken Hilt from Newcastle and Sydney by your 
steamers? Y7ery little merchandise goes from Sydney. We used to take coke from Newcastle; but 
since the duty has been removed, the people at Broken Hill will not buy colonial coke. They buy German 
coke-
917. Is that superior to tho Australian coke? It has less ash ; but it is not otherwise superior.
918. YVhat is the difference in price landed at Broken Hill ? I cannot tell you that exactly. I think 
about 28s. a ton is the lowest price at which German coke has been laid down at Port Pirie. The railway 
freight, has to be added to that.
919. What would be the freight from Port Pirie to Broken Hill? I do not know.
920. Is tliere a large passenger traffic from Sydney to Broken Hill by way of Port Pirie? Absolutely 
none.
921. Is there a large passenger traffic from Port Pirie to Sydney ? No ; none at all.
922. I suppose you pick up passengers at Adelaide ? I do not think there is ranch traffic between Sydney 
and Broken HiU bv any route. The better class of passengers travel from Melbourne to Adelaide, aud 
thence to Broken Hill by rail, as a rule. There is very little traffic between Sydney aud Broken Hill.
923. When Broken Hill was booming were many passengers carried by sea? There ivas never much
passenger traffic from Now South Wales to Broken Hill. Broken Hill was supplied with labour 
principally from South Australia and from Yictoria. 924.
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924. There is not much merchandise sent from Sydney to Broken Hill? Ho; Broken Hill is supplied 
from Adelaide mostly.
920. Is much merchandise supplied from Melbourne ? A little comes from Melbourne, hut not much. 19 Aug.,1896. 
9211. Ho the passenger fares by the steamers compare favourably with the raihvay fares ? They are much ’
lower; but there is really no traffic to speak of. _
927. Have you formed an opinion as to thc policy of constructing the proposed line? I do not think the
line would pay. _
928. It would he absolutely impossible for the Commissioners to compete against the water carriage?
Yes; they are geographically handicapped. 1 _
929. Because of the proximity of Broken Hill to the coast ? Yes. As Mr. Howell pointed out, the 
oxidised ores of Broken HiU arc now being exhausted, and that will make a change in the traffic. They will 
not require so much coke.
930. But Mr. Howell spoke of the immense quantity of sulphide ore which is in sight? Yes; hut that 
will mean nothinc; but mining, so far as Broken HiU is concerned.
931. Tho South Australian Government will not allow our railways to take the trade from there ? They
will compete for the trade. , •
932. And the steamers would be glad to carry the ore at lower rates than are charged now ? Well, they- ■
would not carry at rates which would not pay them. ■ I do not think wc could carry ore at a lower rate ■ ~ 
than 4s. (id. a ton. _ '
9"3. Mr. Black.'] Ho you think that the removal, of the duty from coke has had anything to do with the 
recent reopening of certain mines which were shut down for some years ? I do not know. _ _
934. Mi’. Began.] Why do the Broken Hill people prefer Gormau coke to colonial coke ? Because it is 
cheaper.
935. Js it as good ? I should think that they aro about equally good ; but 1 am not an expert. '
93!i. German coke being cheaper than colonial coke, it gives them greater facilities for working their 
mines ? Well, they find that thc colonial coke is not so good as the German coke at the present prices.
937. Mr. Lsr.] But the hulk of the coke used at Broken HiU always came from abroad? Yes. ■
938. Mr. Began.] Is there any reason why they do not ship much merchandise from Sydney to Broken 
Hill? The geographical position has most to do with it.
939. Docs anything sent from Sydney to Broken Hill go through South Australia free? Yes; you can 
send it through in bond.
910. Do you take any coal from Lithgow to Broken Hill ? Ho.
941. How many tous of coal do you take in a month from Howcastle to Port Pirie ? I suppose about
4,000 tous a month. A great deal of that coal is used by the South Australian Government.
942. What is the largest quantity of coko that you have taken? Hive hundred or (300 tons. We have 
not-taken any coke since the duty was removed.
943. Chairman.] Do you contract to take ore right through from Broken Hill to Sydney or Newcastle ?
Ho ; we only take it from Port Pirie. -
944. You have nothing to do with the land carriage ? Ho.
945. Would you land ore on thc Kembla jetty for 4s. (3d. a ton ? Ho. I do uot think we would land1 
it in Sydney for 4s. Gd. a ton.
94G. Would you land it there for 5s. a- ton ? I do not knouT that 5s. a ton would pay ; it would depend 
npon thc hack cargo. '
947. Would you land ore at Kembla for the same price as you would land ifc in Sydney ? If there 
were a breakwater there, and proper appliances npon thc jetties. Under present conditions it would 
sometimes be impossible to lay a steamer alongside the Port Kembla jetty.
948. What is the highest rate you have got for carrying ore during the last twelve months? I should,
think about Gs. Gd. a tou. ' •
949. Five shillings and sixpence would bo about the mean? Yes, that would be about a fair thing,- 
judging by the experience of thc past; hut the rates depend a great deal upon the back cargo.
950. Mr. Humphery.] What quantity of ore liave you carried from Port Pirie, and where ? A great deal 
of ore is brought from Port Pirie to Sydney now by steamers which call in there, and then come on here 
to load wool. We.have been carrying bullion mostly. Wc have carried from 10,000 to 20,000 tons of 
bullion in the year. It is easier to carry bullion than to carry ore.
951. Mr. Lt;r..] What is thc rate for carrying bullion? I have been talking rather of the rates for 
carrying bullion than tbe rates for carrying ore. Ore would cost about 6s. a ton to carry.
952. Mr. Jlumphery] What is the freight for coke from Kogland or Germany to Port Pirie? It is an 
open market. I do not know what the freight is at the present moment.
953. Is it much higher than the freight from Hewcastle to Port Pirie? Hot a great deal higher.
951. Can you say what the difference is ? T do not think that it is more than 2s. or 3s. a ton.
955. Coke can be landed from England or Germany at Port Pirie for from 2s. to 3s. a tou more than it* 
costs to bring it from Hewcastle ? Yes ; I believe that that is about it.

t amts dab.
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THURSDAY, 20 AUGUST, 1896.
JJtCjoTtd:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Frederick: Thomas Humphery. | Charles Alpred Lee, Esq.
The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G. John Lionel Eegan, Esq.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett. j Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. George Black, Esq.
Henry Clarke, Esq. j Ehancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

.T, Harper,' 
Esq.

20 Aug., 1896.

John Harper, Esq., Goods Superintendent, Department of Bailways, sworn, and examined:—
956. itfr. Utimpliery,] Have you made a report to the Railway Commissioners as to the probable earnings 
of a railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill r’ 1 hare made a report to the Commissioners ; but not on 
the subject of the whole of the earnings of the line.
957. Have you that report with you P Tes.
958. Will you read it ? STes; it is as follows:—

Hew South Wales Government Bailways, Goods Superintendent's Office, Sydney, 22 November, 1895.
Projected Railway, Condobolin to SFcnindit.

The distances of this projected extension are as follows

Sydney to Condobolin .......................
Condobolin to Kuabalong...................
Euabalong to iVlenindie.......................
Menindie to Broken Hill ....................

Miles.
32<li
35i

253
65

Total mileage to Broken Hill ..................................................... 683
Exclusive of the extension to Condobolin, which has now been approved of, the total mileage to be constructed to 

connect Condobolin with Broken Hill would be 353J miles. The distance from Sydney to Broken Hill, via Cobar, is 734 
miles, 274 miles of railway to be constructed. The distance to Broken Hill at present, via, Melbourne and Adelaide, is 
1,387 miles.

In November last year I reported on the question of an extension from Condobolin in the direction of the projected 
line, and herewith attach copy.

Since that date the number of sheep in the district has decreased ; but as the figures of 1894 may be taken as 
representing its ordinary carrying capacity, it may be fairly assumed that under ordinary circumstances the amount of 
traffic estimated would be obtained.

As I mentioned in my previous report, this district is very sparsely populated, and devoid of any agricultural 
developments.

East of the Darling the populations of the various counties are as follows :—
Blaxland ...........................................................................................................  1,171
Livingstone........................   458
Manara............................................................................................................... 245
Menindie .............................     317
Mossgiel ............................................................................................................ 693

’ i 2,884
Of this number about 2,000 would come within tho operation of the line.

With regard to townships, they are as follows
Euabalong, population ...............................................................................  S3
Mossgiel ................................................................................    H4
Ivanhoe ............................................................................................................ 61
Menindie............................................................................................................ 194
Cudgellieo ..........................................................................................................  250

702
As I assume the object of the construction of this line would be of national importance rather than a desire to immediately 
obtain paying results, the only estimate which I prepared has been that of the wool, which we are likely to obtain, and 
which at present finds its way to other colonies.

The value of this in freight would he (approximately) £13,000 per annum, whilst we might look for an addition of 
goods traffic in the shape of station supplies, &c., which would probably amount to 1,000 tons, or £5,000 per annum.

Although the district through which this line passes is not, generally speaking, a fattening one ; should the season 
be a good one, sheep are fattened, as an instance of which I may mention that Mossgiel Station has a draft of 15,000 fat 
sheep for the Sydney market this year. Wo might, therefore, probably anticipate about 500 trucks of live stock per 
annum, which would yield about £4,500 over the whole distance to Sydney.

The amount of passenger traffic is, of course, purely conjectural.
The total earnings of the few principal items as enumerated by me would be—

Wool.................................................................................................................£13,000
Goods............................................................................................................... 5,000
Live stock....................................................................................................... 4,500

£22,500
As already mentioned, however, I take it that the real objective point of the line will be Broken Hill, with its 

population of 20,000 or 30,000, and its enormous deposits of ore.
As shown in the distances given above. Broken Hill would be within 683 miles of Sydney, as against 1,387 miles by 

the present route.
The distance from Broken Hill to Adelaide is 331 miles.
1 think there is very little doubt that with our coal deposits and timbers, were a line constructed, a very large and 

profitable business would be developed.
As far as the trade of the Darling is concerned, I would not expect that we would to any extent divert this by the 

extension to tho Darling at Menindie, unless it might be during a season such as the present, when the river is unnavigable.
The
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The earlier report above referred to is as follows:—
New South Wales Government Bailways, Goods Superintendent’s Office, Sydney, 27 November, 1894. 

Parktu to Conthbolia Pailway.

J. Harper, 
Esq.

20 Aug., 1896.
Were this lino extended 45 miles from Condobolin, that is to Euabalong, the clips of eighteen stations, which have almost 
invariably been carried to other colonies, would, in all probability, be secured. These would represent about 900 tons o 
wool.

In addition to this, 1,400 tons of wool, credited to the extension to Condobolin,hvould fall in at Euabalong, 
At Id. per ton per mile, which is the basis rate for this distance, the local earnings would bo :—

£ s. d.
900 tons new wool at 3s. 9d............................................................................................................. 168 15 0
1,400 tons of wool, credited to Condobolin extension, at 3s. 9d............................. ................... 262 10 0

_ £431 5 0
900 tons of this wool would be, as previously indicated, new wool, and at the through rate

of 77s. 8d., w'ould increase thcearningsby........................................................................... 3,495 0 0

Total ...............................................................................................................  £3,926 5 0
A further westerly extension of 50 miles from Euabalong would, in all probability, secure tho clips of eleven other 

stations, which have hitherto gone to other colonies. These would yield about 1,200 tons of wool. The local earnings
would be :—

£ s. d.
1,200 tons at 4s. 2d...........................................................:................................................................ 250 0 0
And through earning, 1,200 tons at £4 Is. 10d............................................................................ . 4,910 .0 0

Total ................................................................................................................ £5,160 0 0
A further extension of 50 miles in the same direction would probably secure the clips of six other stations, yielding 

about 800 tons of wool:—
£ s. d.

800 tons at 4s. 2d. per ton....................................    166 13 4
800 tons at a through rate of 8Gs....................................................................   3,440 0 0

Total ................................................................................................................ £3,606 13 4
Any further westerly extension would scarcely secure the wools of the large stations which have frontages to the 

Darling, as, in all cases, these stations have their wool-sheds on the river bank.
_ Of course, after passing Euabalong the settlement is veiy sparse, and the result in general traffic would not be of 

an important character,
I attacha map on which the stations which would beaffectedby the various extensions are indicated.—Jno. Habpeb. 

The Secretary.
959. Are wo to understand that £22,500 is your estimate of tho probable earnings of the proposed line? 
Tor through goods, wool, and live-stock traffic, both ways. My estimate does not include passenger traffic, 
the conveyance of mail matter, or anything of that kind.
960. Have, you an estimate of the probable earnings from passenger traffic, the conveyance of mails, &e. ? 
No ; I did not make such an estimate.
961. Tou say that the whole of this traffic will probably reach the railway at a point less than 500 miles 
from Sydney ? No; at a point not more than 540 miles from Sydney, or about 70 miles east of Menindie. 
I took the distance simply as the crow flies; there had been no survey.
962. "Would you get the whole of this traffic if the line stopped at Mossgiel P We would get the greater 
part of it; but I do not think we could get the whole of it.
903. What proportion would you get? From 75 to 80 percent, of it.
964. If the line stopped at Hillston, what proportion of it would you get ? I have not gone into that 
question at all.
965. In your estimate of the probable earnings, you do not refer to the carriage of ore from Broken Hill 
to Sydney ? No.
966. Have you made any estimate of the value of that traffic ? No.
967. Why ? Because I could not ascertain the conditions under which the ore would bo carried.
968. Have you made any estimate of the lowest rate at which ore could bo carried by rail from Broken
Hill to Sydney ? No. '
969. Can you give the Committee any idea as to what is tho lowest rate the Commissioners could charge 
without incurring a loss ? Only by referring to the rate-book, Tho cheapest rate for ore is Id, a ton 
per mile.
970. Would any lower charge result in loss? I should think so, unless there were a return traffic to
balance the freight. ■
971. What would he the through rate on ore from Broken Hill to Sydney? 29s. a ton.
972. How many tons could your most powerful engines haul from Broken Hill to Sydn03r? I could not 
tell you ; that is an engineering question.
973. At the present time, how many tons do you bring from Bourke in one load ? I could not tell you; 
the loads have to be broken up several times.
974. Can you not tell us what one of the Baldwin engines would haul over the western line ? We could 
start from Bourke with a train of perhaps 80 trucks; but they would have to be divided and sub-divided 
on the road.
975. jJ.fr. Wright.'] What can the engines haul over the steepest parts of the line? About 250 tons.
976. That would be the maximum load ? Yes, over the steepest part of the line. That is the paying load.
977. Mr. Aee.j Do you mean over the steepest part of the extension? No; over the steepest part of the 
existing line.
978. ilfr. jEfwmp/mry.] We have, been told that 800,000 tons of ore might he sent from Broken Hill to 
Sydney by rail per annum ;—bow many trains a day would be required to carry that quantity of ore ? 
About twelve trains a day.
979. And how many trucks for each train? Forty trucks, if they were each of 6 tons capacity.
980. Therefore, you would require nearly 500 trucks a day to carry this ore? Well, we have some trucks 
which are capable of carrying 22 tons each, and they would probably be employed.
981. Do you think that in the estimate placed before the Committee provision has been made for sufficient 
new rolling stock to deal with a traffic of this kind ? I do not know what estimate has been, made for new- 
rolling stock.

982.
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J. Harpor, f|.S2. In making tie estimate of traffic, has it been assumed that the ore would continue to he sent from 
*<1‘ Broken Hill to Port Pirio and thence by water P I do not think that the Commissioners have paid very 

20Aue 369G muc^ attention to the possible carriage of ore.
e'1 ' 983. In your opinion the estimate of earnings has no reference to the carriage of ore from Broken Hill ?

A bsolutely none.
98-1. When you were examined in regard to the proposed line fromHyngan to Broken Hill idaCobar and Vib 
cannia, you were of opinion that thatextension was an unsuitable one to make, and that a line from Hoi on g to 
Broken Hill via Menindie would be better. Will you give your reasons for preferring the latter line ? 
At that time the railway stopped at Molong, and it was my firm impression that the country about Parkes 
and Forbes, and Condobolin justified the extension of the railway in that direction rather than an extension 
from ISyngan.
9S5. Except as what you term a national lino, you could not recommend the extension of the railway 
beyond what point P I am not prepared to recommend its extension beyond Condobolin, on commercial 

■ grounds. .
9SG. Yon think that when the line reaches Condobolin, you will get all the profitable traffic which would 
come to it if it were extended as far as 540 miles from Sydney ? Yes, that is my opinion.
957. Any further extension would he attended with loss ? Yes.
958. Will you distinguish between the national aspect and the commercial aspect of the line? I consider 
that if the line is looked upon in its national aspect the users of the existing line should not be called upon 
to bear any loss which may be incurred in working it. That loss should be met by some national source 
of expenditure. Under the present system, the users of the railways have to make good the losses upon 
non-paying lines.
■989. Can you say if £1 per ton would cover the expense of conveying ore from Broken Hill to Sydney? 
I would repeat that the lowest rate I know of is 29s. a ton—Jd. per ton per mile.
995. We must regard 29s. a ton as the minimum charge for conveying ore from Broken Hill to Sydney 

. without loss ? That is the position.
991. Any lower charge would mean so much loss to the Commissioners ? Yes.
992. And (lie larger the quantity of ore carried the greater the loss? Yes, unless a return traffic 
is developed. In that case the existing rates might possibly be lowered.
993. Have you given any consideration to the development that may follow the construction of the 
proposed line? It seems to me that the erection of sulphide works on the coast mil diminish the return 
traffic to Broken Hill. Six or seven years ago, when coke and coal were being sent to Broken Hill in 
largo quantities, there was some prospect of a return traffic; but, under existing circumstances, trucks 
would have to run the whole distance one way empty.
994. What would you estimate the cost of returning empty trucks from Sydney to Broken Hill ? I could
not estimate it. ‘ .
.995. A charge of a-d. per ton per mile would simply cover the cost of bringing full trucks from Broken 
Hill to Sydney ? And of taking empty trucks back to Broken Hill. I do not suppose that the Commis
sioners would increase their rates because of this empty running.
996. But the coat of conveying the ore would be increased by the long distance you would have to send 
back empty trucks ? Yes, though the same thing happens in other places.
997. Canuot you form an approximate estimate of tho cost of returning empty trucks? Ko, because I 
do not know the circumstances under which the line would be worked. It would be impossible to furnish 
an estimate until the work had commene<?d.
998. We arc told that the cost of conveying ore from Broken Bill to Sydney via Port Pirie is £1 per ton. 
It would not be possible for the Commissioners to compete at that rate ? I do not think so.
999. Besides losing 9s. a ton—the difference between their present rate and £1 per ton—there would be 
the expense attending the return of empty trucks ? Yes. At the present; time we carry ore at the rate 
of 4d. per ton per mile, irrespective of the consideration that trucks may have to be taken back empty. 
If the return of empty trucks were very large, as it might be on the Broken Hill line, a distinct loss 
might be incurred. On the existing lines we send back a certain percentage of trucks loaded: but on the 
Broken Hill line there would bo a continual procession of empty trucks in one direction.
1000. Tou expect very little passenger traffic ? I did not make any estimate of the passenger traffic, 
because I know nothing about it. I have not been to Broken Hill.
1001. Taking the population of Broken Hill and of intermediate places as a basis, can you tell ns ap
proximately what the passenger traffic would be? I cannot; the conditions of Broken Hill are very 
peculiar. It is unlike any other place that we have had to deal with. The fact that all the trade relations 
of Broken Hill are with the other colonies renders it impossible to make such an estimate as you require.
1002. Can you form an estimate of the probable return from the conveyance of mails? That is allowed 
for in the Commissioners’ estimate of £12,000 por annum.
1003. Are you of opinion that the Commissioners estimate of earnings is a full one ? Well, I am not in 
a poshion to speak about the passenger traffic at all. £3,000 seems very little for a line like that; but 
the estimate is not mine.
1004. It is your opinion that there will be no profitable traffic beyond Condobolin; No paying traffic.
1005. You appear to be unfavourable to the construction of the line ? Yes ; that is the view 1 take with 
regard to it.
1006. Therefore, you are not prepared to show any reasons ■why it should be constructed p No, and 
I am not in a position to urge any strong reasons against its construction, because I have uot been to 
Broken Hill, and I know nothing of the conditions affecting the proposal, beyond those referred to in my 
report.
1007. Mr. Trickeit.'] When examined iu connection with the proposal to construct a line from Nyngan 
to Broken Hill through Cobar, you were of the same opinion ? Yes.
1008. You are unfavourable to the construction of either line ? Yes.
1009. You see no reason for altering the opinions which you expressed in regard to the proposed exten
sion from Nyngan ? No.
1010. But if a line is to be constructed, yon would prefer to see it taken along the Lachlan, and through 
Menindie ? Yes.
1011. Why do you prefer to tap the river at Menindie instead of at Wilcanuia ? The most direct route

. ' to
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to Broken Hill from the Lnchlan would be through Menindie, and an extension of the line from Condobolin J arper, 
would pass through exceptionally good country, country capable of settlement.
1012. Apparently Ihe shortest way of getting to Broken Hill from our present railway system would be 2Q^ue iggg 
to go from Hay !J Yes ; but J do not think the saving in distance would be "very much. ’ *
lOld. What would be your objections 1o an extension from Hay ? I do not think that such an extension 
would be of any value m securing trade for this Colony. Our experience is that ouce the wool reaches tho 
Murrumbidgee it is practically lost to us. A great deal of the wool which now goes down the river comes 
from places lying to the north of the proposed line,
1014, You advocate the Menindie route as a sort of middle course? Yes; it would divide the country 
better than any other,
1015. Is there much difference in the character of the country along the three routes ? From Ivanhoe to 
Menindie, and from Cobar to Wilcannia, the country is nearly all the same. It is all mallee scrub and 
sandy country.
1010. "Which would serve the larger pastoral area—a line via Menindie or a line via 'Wilcanuia ? A line 
via Menindie, through Mossgiel.
10.17. Have you been to those districts ? I have been to Wilcannia. So far as Menindie is concerned, 
you will notice thatl say in my report that we could not hope to get much traffic from the country within 
50 or 60 miles of therner; and the same thing would he true in regard to a line to Wilcannia.
1018. Is it the universal experience of the Commissioners that when the river competes with the railway 
under favourable c ire urn stances people prefer to use the rher? Yes.
1010, Are there other circumstances affecting t.he'course of the traffic ;—is tho traffic affected according 
as the district from which it comes has been taken up by people in Melbourne or Adelaide? That is so 
to some extent; but people would send their wool to Sydney hy our railways, and then on by steamer to 
Melbourne if that were cheaper than the present means of conveyance We carry a lot of w ool that way now.
1020. Wool can be carried upon tho river more cheaply than upon the railway? Yes, if the river is navigable.
1021. Things being equal, the wool would go by river? If the freight to Sydney and to Melbourne were 
the same the wool would probably go to Melbourne; but if tho freight to Sydney were lower than the 
freight to Melbourne, it would come to Sydney.
1022. You look upon tins country as suited chiefly for pastoral occupation ? Yes.
lOld. Mr, Howell told us oo Tuesday that a large quantity of ore would be brought from Broken Hill to 
Lake lllawarra to bo treated ;—have you taken into consideration the possibility of the railway getting 
any of that traffic? No.
1024. If the ores could be brought to Lake lllawarra more cheaply by some other route than by the 
railway, it would come by that route ? Yes.
1025. If the railway charge were 31s. 2d. a ton, and they could get ore brought by some other route at 
less expense, they would send it by the cheaper route ? If they could get ore sent by some other route 
for 30s. a ton, they would send it by that route.
1026. The wool traffic, I suppose, would only take place during certain periods of the year ? Yes.
1027. How much do you think you would obtain from the carriage of stock ? £4,500. I allow for 500 trucks.
1028. The carriage of live stock is not very profitable, is it ? It does not pay so well as the carriage of 
woo! ; but it pays as well as the carriage of grain.
1020. The carriage of wool is a great source of profit? Yes.
1030. This is part of your evidence in regard to tho Nyngan extension :—

\V!iat would bo the resources of that line ? That trade is worth about £3,000,000 a year. That is the last estimate 
we have of tiie Darling trade.
? Those figures represent a value of the wool and stores carried on the Darling, not the value of the 
trade to the railway authorities.
1031. You arc not able to state what amount of freight that trade would bring to the railway ? No.
1032. Is the volume of trade in that part of the country as great no w as it was then ? F do not think there 
has been very much alteration in it, though the drought and commercial troubles may have diminished it 
a little
1033. How did you arrive at the estimate of traffic which you have submitted to the Committee? I took 
the number of sheep upon tho various stations, and 1 allowed 14i bales of wool per 1,000 sheep. Then I 
calculated that out at a rate of Id. per ton per mile.
1034. Have you allowed for all the stations in the district, or have you made an exception in the ease of 
stations whose traffic is likely to go by river ? I have excluded all stations having a frontage within about 
60 miles of the river.
1035. But in bad seasons you might pick up a great deal of the trade which you would lose in good 
seasons ? We might; hut it is an open question. As far as Broken Hill is concerned, it gets its supplies 
now direct by railway, and the river stations generally hold large stocks in hand. Then, too, the Darling 
is generally navigable as far as Menindie for some time after it has failed higher up.
1036. How long is the river navigable—continuously ? Sometimes for seven or eight months in the year 
it is not navigable, especially in the upper reaches.
1037. But is it not generally navigable at the time when people want to send their wool down? Yes; it 
has been so during the last seven years.
1038. Has there ever been an interval during which people could not get their wool sent down ? Not 
for more than two years at the most.
1030. Is Menindie a growing town ? Not so far as T know.
1010. Would the construction of the railway tend to make it a larger centre ? T daresay a certain 
amount of traffic would come up the river to the railway. I daresay the South Australian people would 
then be in the position in which we are in at Bourke. Lines upon which they could get good freight would 
be cut.
1041, How does Wilcannia compare with Menindie? It is a larger town.
1042, That seems rather an argument for the extension of the railway that way;—Wilcannia seems 1o 
impress itself upon one as a place at which tho railway should tap the river? Wilcannia is purely and 
simply a river town. I do not see that the railway would divert traffic from that point.
1013. Unless prohibitive dues were imposed upon the river ? Yes. Wilcannia owes its position to the 
fact that the river is frequently navigable there when it is not navigable to Bourke, and thus stores 
can be distributed from Wilcannia when they cannot be distributed from Bourke. . 1014.
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1044. Have you studied the mining capabilities of the country through which the line will pass ? No 
Of course there are mining developments along the route of the proposed line as well as along the 
Wilcannia route.

' 1045. As good ? I do not know about that.
1046. What are the mining prospects of the country along the proposed route? Well, that country can 
scarcely be said to have passed out of the prospecting stage. At Mount Hope there is an established 
mining centre.
1047. The country which the lino would traverse is largely pastoral? Yes.
1048. And likely to remain in pastoral occupation for many years to come ? Yes, After the Willandra 
Biliabong is crossed, the poor rainfall militates against successful agriculture.
1049. There seems no prospect in the near future of a large increase in population? No.
1050. Do you think that the proposed line will answer the purposes for which it is intended if it is lightly 
constructed ? Of course, it would be hotter if the line were capable of carrying heavy roads at a low rate 
of speed.
1051. But if it is to be a national line, connecting two colonies, would a low rate of speed he satisfactory ? 
I should think so. What we have to consider is the connection with Broken Hill, rather than the 
connection with Adelaide.
1052. Your rate of the carriage of ores is a low one ? Yes. The Commissioners hope that it will assist 
in the development of the mineral resources of the Colony.
1053. It is lower than the South Australian rate ? Yes; hut I saw a paragraph in a newspaper the other 
day to the effect that the South Australian Gfovernment propose to reduce their rates from Broken Hill,
1054. I suppose that if it were likely that the proposed Hue would be constructed, they would reduce their 
rates still more? It almost looks as though they wore reducing their rates in anticipation, of the construction 
of tho proposed line.
1055. Their charge used to be Id. a ton for coke, and l^d. a ton for ore. Do you know if those rates still
prevail ? 1 do not. There are generally private rates between tho companies and the department.
1056. I believe that when the biyngan extension was proposed, it had the effect of reducing rates? Yes.
1057. And seeing that the distance from Broken Hill to Port Pirie is less that 300 miles, while the 
distance from Broken Hill to Sydney would be 700 miles hy railway, would not the South Australian 
Government be able to compete successfully against our line? I think that the hulk of the ore would go 
to Port Pirie, which is only 253 miles from Broken Hill.
1058. Mr. Olnrhe.'] The estimate of the earniugs of the line contains no allowance for the carriage of ore? 
No.
1059. You think that it is not probable that any great quantity of ore will be brought along the line ? 
That is my opinion.
1060. Do you know the nature of the country between Condobolin and Broken Hill? I Lave been out
about half-way to Minindie. *
1061. Is there any country out there which is capable of growing cereals ? Not after you get about 10 
miles beyond Hillstonr
1062. Would any revenue be derived from the carriage of produce? Only very little.
1063. The distance would he too great? Well, tho trade offering would be very little.
1064. Where does Broken Hill get her supplies? Prom South Australia.
1065. In the event of the proposed line being constructed, would she get them from Sydney ? No.
1066. She can get them more cheaply from South Australia? Yes,
1067. On commercial grounds you think it is not advisable to construct the line? No.
1068. Or upon national grounds ? You can hardly expect mo to give an opinion upon that point.
1069. Is it probable that the mines at Broken Hill would continue to pay ? 1 cannot say,
1070. If the mines were likely to fail that would be a reason for not constructing the railway? Yes, and 
a very strong reason,
1071. Mr. Aee.] Do you know how the mining companies at Broken Hill arrange for the carriage of their 
ore at the present; time ? No.
1072. Do you know whether they have contracts with the Silverton Tramway Company ? I fancy that 
they pay a consolidated rate, which is shared between tho Silverton Tramway Company and the South 
Australian Government.
1073. Is it not part of the duty of the officers of your Department to find out how this leakage of trade
to South Australia occurs? It is due to the difference m mileage between Broken Hill and the two 
capitals. i
1074. During the Nyngan to Cobar railway inquiry it was alleged that tho Broken Hill Mining Company 
bad made contracts with the Silverton Tramway Company for the conveyance of their ores to Port Pirie 
for at least eight years ahead ? J have seen that stated.
lO/dij-, Do you know whether there is any later information at hand in regard to these contracts ? No. 
I think Mr. Howell would be able to give you the information you want. I scarcely think, however, that 
he would have said that the New South Wales railway would carry so much ore if the rate were £1 a ton, 
supposing a contract of the kind you mention had been let to the Silverton Tramway Company.
1075. You put the carriage of low-grade ores from Broken Hill altogether out of consideration ? Yes.
1076. You believe that it "would be quite impossible for our railway to get that traffic, because of the 
nearness of Port Pirie ? Yes.
1077. That is the crux of the whole thing ? Yes; we recognise that we could not compete with that
comparatively short length of line. ‘
1078. If no means of conveyance at present existed, the proposed line would get a lot of the traffic ? 
Decidedly.
1079. But the trade having now become centred at Port Pirie. and the interests of wealthy corporations 
being concerned in keeping it there, it is not likely that it will ever come to our railways ? No.
1080. And the price of ore is such that economy must be exercised in regard to its conveyance ? Yes.
1081. The same remarks would apply to the question of coal and coke traffic ? Yes.
1032. There is no probability of any large amount of traffic in coal or coke over our railways ? ,No ; and 
present indications point to the fact that less coke and coal will he used in Broken Hill in the futuro 
because the ores are being taken elsewhere to be treated.

1083.
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1083. Therefore, no ore or huUion will be brought away from Broken Hill by the proposed line, and no 
fuel taken into it ? That is so. If we had been able to bring about a traffic in ore to Lithgow, with a 
back carriage of coal and coke, the rates might have been reduced; but the possibility of that traffic has ... , „„
disappeared. » U J 20 Aug., 1896.
10St. The distance from Broken Hill to Lithgoiv is 600 miles ? Tes.
1085. So that the rate for crude ore would be 20s. per ton ? Tes.
1080. If ore can be brought to lllawarra now for 21s. and 22s. 6d. per ton, it is not likely to be taken to 
Lithgow for 25s. a ton? No ; the occurrences of the last year or two have quite altered tho condition 
of things*
1087. Ihe erection of large smelting establishments at Newcastle and Lake lllawarra has changed the 
prospects of the Broken Hill railway ? Decidedly.
1088. AVhen tho Isyngan extension was proposed, there was a probability that the ore might be treated 
at Lithgow ? Tes.
1089. But that is out of the question now ? Tes.
1090. Is there any other probable source of traffic which the construction of a railway W'ould foster ? I 
cannot conceive of any. Tho country, after you reach a certain, point, is only suitable for pastoral 
occupation.
1091. "Will you give us your definition of a “ national ” line ? I cannot do more than repeat what I have 
already said.
1092. In what sense of the word would the line be a national one ? I said that I considered that a 
national line was one the burden of which was homo by the whole community, and not by the users of 
the railways.
1093. is not the whole community burdened with the loss upou our existing system ? Only to a very 
small degree. _ It is the producers of the country, who have to pay relatively high freights, who suffer. I 
regard a national line as one the cost of whose construction and maintenance is paid for out of national 
funds.
109t. Chairman,'} What reason is there for considering this a national line? That is a matter which I 
cannot discuss.
1095. Mr. Lee.} Is the construction of the line demanded in order that there may be a uuiform gauge 
between the two colonies, or for defence purposes, or for anything of that kind ? .11 might have elements 
of that character, hut they arc not such as 1 have to consider. Tho line may be proposed as an alter
native line for the carriage of military material.
1096. In the event of the failure of the mines, what would fhere be to sustain Broken Hill? Nothing.
The surrounding country is very inferior for pastoral purposes. °
1097. If the ordinary goods and passenger traffic of the place could bo secured to our railways, it would 
be very valuable ? Yes.
1098. Is the population there likely to increase or to decrease ? I cannot say.
1099. If the output at the mines were to diminish, the population would decrease ? Yes; and I think the
population will decrease because of the ore being treated elsewhere. The people now engaged iu smcltin"' 
at Broken Hill will have to go to Newcastle and elsewhere. * °

J understood you to say that part of the proposed lino would pay ? I consider that 
at tho Condobolin end, the line would havo some prospect of paying.
1101. Would that part of the lino between Broken Hill and Menindie pay ? No, I should think not, 
under existing conditions. Goods corning that way will have to pay 900 miles of river freight, and nearly 
70 miles of railway freight.

J!011 no1' think that if that line were constructed the supplies to Broken Hillivould come through 
Wen indie ;--is not tho country there good enough to enable them to grow a good deal of the supplies tor 
Broken HillThey might grow vegetables and fruit, and even if they grew all the produce required for 
broken Hu], iL would not amount to very inucb.
1103.^ You cannot give us any description of tiie country along the proposed line? Well, I have only been 
over it for a certain distance, but 1 know that on to the river it is all mallee.
110k Tou say that you cannot afford to carry goods for less than ^d. per ton per mile ? No.
1105, Supposing you could get 800,000 tons of ore to carry if you reduced the rates, would not that pay ?
No, 1 thmk not. r J
1106. In that case the greater the traffic tho greater the loss ? Tes.
110/. Do you not think that when the Commissioners spoke of this as a‘national line they had some idea 
ot the necessity of connecting a great mining centre like Broken Hill with the metropolis ? I do not 
think that the term “ national ” was applied to the lino by the Commissioners. I believe that it was referred 
to them as a “ national ” line,
1108. Do you think that the term 11 national ” is applicable to it in the sense I have suggested ? Well I 
can scarcely say how the term came to be applied to the line. ’
1 iri Sindh Australia drawing the greater part of her railway income from Broken Hill ? Tes.
1110. Die Broken Hill traffic accounts for her railways paving at the present time ? Tes
1111. It would materially hurt South Australia if that traffic were taken away from her ? Yes.
1112. Do you not think that tho reason for calling this a national line is that it would connect one of the
largest towns in the colony with the metropolis, the trade of that town at present going entirely to 
anotner Colony? Well, there are half a dozen large towns on the Murray to which the same remark would 
apply. . '
1113. But the people in those towns could take advantage of our railways ? They would have to travel 
some distance to get to them.
1114. J he people of Broken Hill could not use our railways ? Well, they could travel down to the rail
way at Hay.
1115. No matter how great tho traffic might be, it would not pay to carry ore for less than ^d. per ton
per mile, r^ot under pment eondiliojis. If we get back-cnrriage in coal we might bo able to reduce 
the rates j but if the trucks had to bo run empty the whole way back the profit would be very much 
reduced. 1 J
1116. JJlr. ITassall.] Have you taken into consideration the proposed deviation via Cudgellieo ? No ■ the
Commissioners have not had it under their notice. D ’
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J. Harper,. 1117. Do you know anytliing about tlat coimfcry ? Yes. There is no doubt that such a deviation would 
add to the traffic ; but X do not know how much it would increase the total length of the line. The idea 
was to connect that district with the main line by a branch line. Until tho "Willantlra Biliabong is reached 

. u®‘’, ‘ there is very little difference between the land on either side of the Lachlan, though the laud in the
Central Division is slightly better than the other land,
1118. If the deviation only increased the total length of the line by 6 or 7 miles, do you think it would
be wise to carry it out ? I think it would be worth considering. _
1119. In the event of tho line being extended from Condobolin, would you expect to derive any con

. siderable traffic from the Mount Hope district p At the present time the traffic from Moun^'Hope is
very small; but it is impossible to say what the capabilities of the case are. It might develop as Cobar 
has done.
1120. Do you think that the construction of the line would have any effect upon its development P How
that improved methods for treating ores have been adopted, every mile of line would tell. I fancy that 
even the Condobolin extension will be appreciated at Mount Hope. The distance between the two places 
is something like 80 miles. . .
1121. It is pretty good country to travel over ? Yes. _ _ _
1122. That country will be in a better position from the construction of the line to Condobolin than it
was when tho railway only went to Forbes ? Yes, .
1123. Does the information which you have obtained in regard to the probable traffic on the line
corroborate the statement of the Commissioners that there will be a loss of about £40,000 per annum 
upon it? It more than corroborates it, because 1 have only taken into consideration the pastoral traffic. 
I have made no allowance for passenger traffic. _
1124. Do you think that the construction of the line would increase the production of the country through 
which it passes? Within some distance of Condobolin it might lead to an increase of the area put under 
cultivation ; hut I scarcely think that the increase would be sufficient to justify its construction.
1125. Would it increase the production of the pastoral country P No, unless to the north of the line,
where a great deal of land has practically been abandoned to tiie rabbits. Possibly if people could got 
wire-netting carried there cheaply, there would take up that country again. The country to the south is 
carrying almost as much as it is capable of carrying. _ _ ■
1128, You do not expect to attract any of the traffic which now goes to Adelaide ? IS o. ^
1127. The Broken Dill traffic must naturally gravitate to Adelaide? Yes, and to Port Pirie.
1128. And the bulk of the passenger traffic would go that way, because the interests of the Broken Hill
people are identified with South Australia ? 1 think so. _
1129. H/r. Jfohertt.] Is it not a fact that tho Bailway Commissioners do not recommend the construction
of this line from any point of view ? That is how I. read their report. They simply leave the facts which 
they have elicited for the consideration of the Government. ... .
1130. They merely say “ If viewing it from a national point of view yon think it is advisable to construct
this line, wo will do the best wo can with it after its construction” ? Yes, that is practically what 
they say. _ _ _ ,
1131. In making an estimate of the traffic, you did not take into consideration the possibility of carrying
any large quantity of sulphide ore ? No ; and the erection of large works for the treatment of ores upon 
the coast confirms me in my original opinion in regard to that traffic. _
1132. In view of the fact that this proposed extension will not cost more than £2,GOO a mile, could you 
not afford to carry ore over it at a lower cost than -kl, per ton per mile ? No, because the earnings would 
have to be debited with a proportion of the cost of the existing line. Of course, if there were carriage 
back the other way, the rate might be reduced.
1133. But if you can afford to carry freight for -1-d' a ton over lines which have cost much more than the 
proposed line will cost, could you not reduce the freight upon this line ? On the existing lines wo very 
often have hack freight, for which we get 6d, and 7d. a ton, and we can therefore afford to take ore at id. 
a ton; but on the Broken Hill line we should have to haul our trucks quite empty in one direction. On 
the Cobar line, for instance, the traffic balances. "VVe carry as much coke and coal to Cobar as we bring 
back ore and other material. We carry all the supplies required at that place at a relatively high rate. 
If we had to run empty in one direction, a rate of -id. a ton per mile would probably not pay.
1134. Therefore, it is not probable that ore could he carried from Broken Hill for less than -Jd. per ton
per mile ? No. ... .
1135. Do you not think that if the railway were taken to Menindie it would increase the export of wool 
down the river P We can very soon stop that by making the rate to Menindie as high as the rate to

. Sydney. We do not allow people to use onr raihvays against us if we can help it. _
1130. 'Do you not think it would be better to take the line via Wilcannia, so as to prevent the wool being 
exported down the river ? I do not think an alteration of the route would have any effect of that kind, 
and a line to Wilcannia would compete with the present line to Cobar. ^
1137. Is it likely that the proposed line will get much traffic from Mount Hope? The Mount Hope
traffic will probably come to the lino about Euabalong. , _ . .
1138. Do you approve of the deviation via Cudgellieo to Hillston ? Well, I have not had time to think
about it yet. Such a line would go through some good country; but I do not know bow the deviation 
would affect the whole distance ; and it would be rather out of place for me to recommend any increase 
in the total length of the line, when I have stated that one of the recommendations of the proposed route 
was, that it was shorter than any other. _
1139. I think you told Mr. Humphery that Condobolin was as far as you would go to get paying traffic ?
Yes. , ■ i _ .
1140. You would not extend the railway to Hillston ? No ; because Hillston is only G5 miles from Carra-
thool, and the moment the river comes into competition with us we have to 'make our rates very low. 
Therefore, it would be probable that we should have to charge the same rate from Hillston, as from 
Euabalong or Condobolin, so that we should get no profit out of the line. _
1141. You think it would he impolitic to extend the line beyond Condobolin? Yes ; at the present time.
1142. Mr. JilacA.] The staple industry of Broken Hill is mining ? Yes.
1143. If there were no mines there would he no town ? No.
1144. As far as you know the mines have a fair prospect of permanency ? Yes.

*
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1145. If the Commissioners did not anticipate that they could successfully compete with the Port Pirie 'J- H«rp«, 
line, why did they put this proposal before the Committee ? I am not aware that they had tho proposal 
put before the Committee.
1140. Have you any reason to imagine that the construction of the proposed line would induce traffic ? 183®*
Not to any extent,
1147. Tho country which it would traverse is not adapted for agriculture ? No.
1148. Would the construction of the line encourage the opening up of new mines? It might. There 
is a lot of mining country out there; but I do not say that the construction of a railway is absolutely 
necessary for its development. As a matter of fact tbo Cobar mine was very extensively developed 
before the railway got within 300 miles of it
1149. Would the construction of the proposed railway offer an inducement for tho opening up of low-grade 
mines ? I do not think that the country has been examined sufficiently to make it easy to answer that question.
1150. If 800,000 tons of ore per annum could be brought from Broken. Hill to Sydney by the proposed
railway, would it not be possible to largely reduce the freight charges ? No. *
1151. Lumping together interest and capital, the expenses of maintenance and replacement, and working 
expenses, and averaging the total annual cost at so much per mile, you reach a limit which is a constant 
barrier to the lowering of rates beyond a certain point? Yes; I might point out that the Commissioners, 
in preparing their estimate of the expense of working the proposed line, made no allowance for tho 
carriage of this ore.
1152. The percentage of capital invested in the construction of railway lines forms a small part of tho 
freight charges ? The. Commissioners appropriate every year the whole of the earnings from the goods 
and live stock traffic in order to pay interest upon the lino.
1153. What amount of interest would have to be paid upon the capital cost of the proposed line ? £34,287 
per annum.
1154. 1 want to know what proportion of the freight charges go to pay that interest ? Assuming that 
there were no working expenses, the carriage of 800,000 tons of ore per annnm would produce nearly 
enough to pay interest upon the capital cost of the line. The earnings from that source would not pay 
any part of the working expenses, which would bo three or four times as much.
1155. The rate of interest compares with the working expenses as 1 to 4 ? Not necessarily. It depends 
upon the character of the freight.
155G. Well, in this instance ? 1 can hardly say. We know that no traffic could be carried for less than 
Id. per ton per mile under these conditions.
1157. lint the difference in the cost of construction between a heavy line and a light line would not make 
much difference in the cost of carriage? It would, inasmuch as there would be a larger amount of interest 
to pay. The policy of tho Commissioners is now to establish local rates in order to make lines pay.
When the traffic justifies it, the extended through rates are applied,
1158. In a rate of Jd. per ton per mile, the amount set apart for the payment of interest would be 
infinitesimal ? Yes.
1159. But if 800,000 tons of ore were carried from Broken Hill to Sydney annually the trucks would have
to run empty one way ? Yes. "
1160. That would prevent a reduction in the freight charges ? Yes.
1161. The ordinary traffic would not balance this ? We would not expect to have any loaded trucks to 
send to Broken Hill worth speaking of. In the wool season there might bo about 800 trucks required to 
take bade carriage. About half the wool-trucks would probably be loaded with back carriage.
1162. Ho the Commissiouers anticipate a large return from the carriage of timber to the Barrier? No.
1163. They imagine that timber will continue to go there from America and Vancouver, via Port Pirie ?
Yes ; there is no large local source of supplv.
1164. It it were necessary to havo a national railway to connect with Adelaide, W'ould not a line through 
Hay and Morgan lie the nearest route? I do not think there would be a saving of more than 2 or 3 
miles by that route.
1105. Chairman.'] Have yon been from Hillston to Carralhool ? Yes.
1166. Prom Hillston to Temora, via Wyalong ? Yes.
1167. Prom Hillston to Condobolin, via Lake Cudgellieo ? Yes.
1168. Prom Condobolin to Mossgiel, on the northern side of the river? No; but I have been from 
Condobolin to Ivanhoe, and from Hay to Mossgiel.
1169. Could you send us a brief description of the country along those various routes? Yes.

FRIDAY, 21 AUGUST, 1896.
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The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Henry Heane, Esq., Ecgineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Hepartment of Public Works,
sworn, and further examined :—

1170. Chairman.] You have a statement to make ? Yes. I have had the portion from Condobolin to 
Cudgellieo examined by Mr. Stuart, and tho following is his report:— 21 Aug,, 1896.

Condobolin to Cudgellieo, Ifeport by C. McDonald Stuart.

Siri 1] August, 1896.
I have the honor to report that I have examined the country between Condobolin and Cudgellieo, with the view 

of running an alternative Hue by this route via Hillston, Mossgiel, and Menindie, to Broken Hill, ami 1 have shown an 
approximate line on the accompanying tracing. This lino leaves tho present survey beyond Condobolin at about 332 miles 
from Sydney ; thence, turning to the left, crosses a lagoon which ia an overflow from the river, and hiking a southerly 
direction over a dry sandy spit runs down to the river; thence crossing it, and passing over about 2 miles of flooded ground,

crosses
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^•^Peanoi crosses Neralhorig Creek, and keejiing in the same direction (to get away from the flooded country as quickly as possible) 
®B<h skirts around tiie head of another lagoon, and taking advantage of tiie sound country inside Water Reserve No. 2,d23, 

follows this up for some distance ; thence bending westerly crosses Wallaroi Creek below where At ailanmndry Creek joins 
21 Aug., 1896. it in Richards* selection ; and thence running south-westerly bears forCudgellico over undulating country interspersed with 

low gravelly ridges and some isolated hills ; thence passing to the southward of the Rack Wardry Range, heads straight for 
Cudgellieo through comparatively love! country, and joins the present survey from IVyalong to llillstou on the eastern side 
of the lake. . .

I have shown a small deviation to this route, leaving Condobolin close to the township and crossing the river below 
the present road-bridge. This would probably have less flooded country to contend with; but it passes through more valuable 
purchased property and interferes with more river frontage on the town side.

Another slight deviation is shown at Cudgellieo which would give a straightcr line, but crosses at a wider place than 
the neck, and would necessitate a heavier embankment.

Most of the country passed through, excepting the ridges, is of a comparatively good quality, of fine sandy loam, 
suitable for agricultural purposes. It is, however, for the moat part covered with box, pine, and mallee scrubs, tho greater 
part of the settlement, after passing Wallerot Creek, being to the southern side of the proposed line and scarcely any 
between it and the river. _ ,

The most common timbers are box and pine, with some belts of ironbark in the ridges. The latter is of variable 
quality, but probably sufficient of good quality suitable for sleepers could be procured.

Ballast will be easily obtained, most of the ridges being composed of slatey rock, and there is an outcrop of basalt 
in the Dundos Hills. _ .

I append an estimate of the probable cost, assuming the length as 55^ miles, which is about 4 miles longer than is 
marked on the plan, as the line will no doubt work out longer in locating it in order to get as light earthworks as possible,

I have, &c„
Estimated cost (say) £2,250 per mile.—H.B. lo/S/96. CI1AS. McD. STUART.

The length of this part of the line, it will be seen, is 56.^ miles, and the estimated cost is £2,250 per mile. 
The part from Cudgellieo to Hillston has been surveyed, and was finished about eighteen months ago. 
The length from Hillston to Mossgiel is through flat country. The crossing of the Lachlan ia a com
parative^ small one, and I estimate the cost of this portion of the line, including the bridge, at £2,300 
per mile. The length is GO miles. The total length of the deviation is thus 170i- miles, which is 14 miles 
greater than that of the line originally submitted. Purther, as requested, I give a number of estimates 
m tabular form of alternative lines which have been referred to in my evidence:—

Condobolm to Jlilklon, vi& Euahalong.

Condobolin to Point A, 924 miles, at £2,200 .................................................................... £203,500
Point A to Hillston, 22 miles, at £2,500 ............................................................................ 55,000
Bridge ...................................................................................................................................... 5,COO

Total.................................. £263,500

CondoboHn to Moiffliel, vid Cudgdlico.

Condobolin to Cudgellieo, 564 miles, at £2,250 ..................................................................  £127,125
Cudgellieo to Hillston, 54 miles, at £2,500 ....................................   135,000
Hillston to Mossgiel, 60 miles, at £2,300 ...................................................... -................... 138,000

Total.................................. £400,125

Condobolin to Mossgiel, vid Euabalong. 

Condobolin to Mossgiel, 1544 miles, at £2,200........................... ..........

Viaduct, Ac................................................................................................

£339,900
26,400

1,700
1?G

Total ..................................... £368,170
Cobar to Broken Hill.

Cobar to cast side of Darling, 459 miles to 606 miles—147 miles, at £2,726.................. £400,710
Crossing of river at Wilcannia, 606 miles to 6154 miles—94 miles ................................ 06,210
Wilcannia to 721 miles, 615 miles to 721 miles—1054 miles, at£2,300 .......................... 242,600
721 miles to Broken Hill, 721 miles to 734 miles—13 miles, at £3,740 .......................... 48,700
Station at Broken Hill...............................................................................-......................... 6,000
Telegraph...............................................................-........................................................................... 5,6S0

Total.................................  £300,000

Condobolin to Broken Hill, vi& Wilconnia.

Condobolin to east side of Darling, 3294 miles to 590 miles—2604 miles, at £2,500 ... £G51,2;)0
Crossing of ri\er at Wilcannia, 690 miles to 5994 miles—94 miles............................ . 96,2)0
Wilcannia to 705 miles, 5994 miles to 705 miles—1054 miles at £2,300.......................... 242,650
705 miles to Broken Hill, 705 miles to 718 miles—13 miles, at £3,750 .......................... 48,750
Station at Broken Hill ...........................................................................................................
Telegraph.................................................................................................................................. 1,770

Total..................................£1,052,630
1171. -Mr. Wright.] Is there a grade of any consequence in the devi&tion? There is one of 1 in 100
only. It is all very easy, only we have to make the line a little crooked. _
1172. Chairman.] Ton have given us the distances over the routes and the cost? Tes. I have given
also an estimate of the Ime of railway to Hillston, going by Euabalong, and an estimate from Condobolin 
to Mossgiel on both sides of the river—alternative estimates. The amount from Condobolin to Mossgiel, 
via Cudgellieo, is £400,375, and from Condobolin to Mossgiel, via Euabalong, £3G8,17G. There is a 
difference of about £32,000. ... .
1173. Have you the distance and tiie cost of the line from Condobolin to Hillston, via Cudgellieo ? Tes, 
that is here. Jt only wants picking out. The amount is £252,375, and the distance is 110| miles.
1174. Have you the distance from Temora, via Wyalong, and the cost? I have not the cost.
1175. Can you give an approximate statement with regard fo it? I gave you the distance.
117G. Can you give an approximate statement as to the cost ? It is pretty easy country.
1177. What is the distance ? Prom Temora to Hillston, via Wyalong. _
1178. Tes ? Temora to Cudgellieo, 109 miles; Cudgellieo to Hillston, 55 miles.
1179. That is 163 miles ? Tes.
1180. Approximately the cost would be about £300,000 from Temora to Hillston ? It would be more
than that. It would be more than £2,000 a mile. I should reckon that on an average it would be about 
£2,400 a mile. 1181.
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1181. Nearly £400,000 ? Yes; it is £391,000. _
1182. Have you (he distance from Hillston to Carrathool ? No, but I can get it. _ t ,
1183. Will you give us the distance and tho cost? I do not know that there has been any examination
of the route to Carrathool. '
11S+. If you have not had a survey, you had better say so? There has been no survey. ^
1185. We presume that you havo made these comparisons as equal from an engineering standpoint? Yes,
118G. They are equal in all ways ? Yes; I had intended that. _
11S7. In other words the power required to work them would he about the same, the gradients being 
pretty well the same ? Yes, they are all the same, with 1 in 100 as a maximum. _
1188. JIZr. Trickett.'] If the lino went through Euabalong or Mossgiel there would bo no greater engi
neering difficulties than on the proposed route? We go through Mossgiel in any case.

Percy Scarr, Esq., Principal Assistant Engineer, Roads and Bridges Branch, Department of Public
Works, sworn, and examined:—

1189. Chairman^ Have you a statement with regard to the roads between Condobolin and Broken Hill? P. Scarr,
I have a statement here showing a list of the scheduled roads that might havo any bearing upon the ..
proposed line, and a statement showing the amount expended on each from 1892 to ISOo-d inclusive. „ ^ jggg 
Also a tracing showing the roads. I have also a report from the Roads Officer at Hay, Mr, Cr. S. Mullen, ’’ ‘
and a tracing showing the roads in the Hay road district. Tho following is the report from the Roads 
Officer at Hay :—

Tieziroposei Tlailioay—Condobolin to Broken Kill.

Sir, Eoads Office, Hay, lo August, 189C,
In accordance with telegraphic instructions of yesterday, I beg to submit, under separate cover, plan showing 

information required, as far as this district is concerned.
All scheduled roads north of Murrumbidgee are shown in red, and the more important unscheduled roads in brown.

The whole of the traffic from tiie country shown within my boundaries, i.e,, the Willandra Creek on the north, trends 
southwards to the navigable rivers Murray and Murrumbidgee, and the railway, Hay to Junee line.

The most important line of traffic is that from Cudgellieo to Whitton (105 miles), though very little country beyond 
Cudgellieo is affected, as the trend of traflic is there split m various directions, viz., to Cobar, Forbes, and Temora railways.

Another important road is that from Hillston to Carrathool (70 miles), which serves the country as far north as Roto.
The road Ivanhoe to Hay (130 miles) is classed as second in importance in this district, and draws traffic from a 

distance of 40 miles north and east of Ivanhoe, and the trend of traffic throughout the central portion of district is via this 
road southerly to Hay.

Four stations—Kilfera, Clare, Oberwells, and Til Til use tho road Ivanhoe to Balranald, and the stations imme
diately west use Kuston as tiieir shipping-place. Tolarno, Albermarle, and Moorara uso the river Darling, and would 
probably continue to do so even were proposed railway constructed.

The correct position of proposed railway route is uot known to me, but is shown approximately in pencil, now marked 
in green; tho southern boundary of probable division of traffic between the two systems is shown in blue hatching, the only 
doubtful cases being those nf Gunbar and Til Til.

As to probable effect of railway, if carried out, no new roads would require to be placed on schedule; tiie present ones, 
as far as can at present be foreseen, would meet all requirements. Yours, &c.,
The Principal Assistant Engineer, Roads and Bridges, G. S. MULLEN.

, . 45

H. Heane, 
Erq.

Item Nq. 
18D5-0.

Mitefigc,
ISUMI. Hoad.

1892.

Amount Vote

1803. I89i.
\

l.

1895. 1895-6.

Amount
Expended

from
1892 to 1895-6.

£ £ £ £ £ 1 £ B. d.
802 20 Coolamon to Cotrubeo .............................. 400 400 300 270 360 1 1,225 7 2
807 32 Narrandera to Coliuroohie ................... 95 i 89 16 4
807 45 Hay to Gunbar ........................................ 450 450 260 150 200 , 1,091 19 5
808 50 Hay to Booligal ........................................ 075 675 640 400 600 1 2,236 6 6
000 116 Hay to Balranald ...................................... 580 580 500 300 450 i 2,254 0 7
901 105 Whitton to Cudgellieo .............................. 2,100 2,100 1,800 800 1,000 , 5,320 16 8
002 60 Carrathool to Hillston .............................. 780 780 550 400 550 | 1,882 16 7
903 25 Hillston to lioto......................................... 100 125 162 3 0
904 60 Hillston to Cudgellieo .............................. 200 250 273 17 8
905 48 Devil’s Don to Whealbar......................... 190 150 200 9
90G 43 Rooligal to Hillston .................................. 215 215 170 120 175 607 13 5
907 S3 Booligal to Ivanhoe .................................. 425 425 380 230 400 1,597 10 2

1223 SO Cobar to Nyngan ..................................... no 100 SO 40 80 272 18 8
1224 48 Cobat to Bourke......................................... 230 200 200 100 200 693 14 8
1223 78 Cobar to Louth ......................................... 300 160 50 160 290 6 3
1226 7o Cobar to Wilcauniu .................................. 300 450 056 14 2

1227 40 Cobar to Sandy Creek .............................. so SO SO 240 0 0
1228 160 Cobar to Hillston ...................................... 800 400 360 ICO 320 1,693 13 1
1229 40 Nymagce to Hermidale.............................. 276 276 409 13 7
1230 41 Nymaffee to Mount Loppy ...................... 41 SO 51 9 0
1231 70 Nymagee to Melrose ................................. 250 200 50 200 350 12 3
1232 25 Nymagce to Priory .................................. 100 50 100 202 18 0
1233 150 Wilcanuia to Cockburn........................... 750 200 520 100 400 1,535 13 3
1234 170 Wilcannia to Wanaaring......................... 120 120 157 11 n
1235 227 Wilcannia to Wompab............................ 950 800 640 300 GOO 2,322 8 7
1230 125 Wilcannia to Iva-nhoc .............................. 625 500 400 200 400 1,862 5 9
1237 270 Wilcannia to Wentworth.......................... 500 500 200 300 400 1,343 8 2
1238 50 Talyawalka towards Cobar..................... 500 200 50 50 652 10 2
1239 150 Broken Hill to Cobham .......................... 300 240 100 ' 200 772 12 6
1240 75 Broken Hill to Menindie.......................... 300 300 240 120 200 837 6 7
1241 80 Wentworth to Euston .............................. 100
1242 GO Wentworth to South Australian Border. 250 200 160 50 50 347 15 9

I £ 10,140 10,175 8,6.30 5,617 8,871 31,771 7 0

1190. Have yon any personal knowledge of that district? I have only a general knowledge of it.
1191. Havo you a direct road from Ivanhoe to Broken Hill? No. There is no direct road from Ivanhoe 
to Broken Hill that we have any cognisance of. ’
1192. Is there from Hillaton to Moasgiel ? Yes.

1193.
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1193. Then on to Ivanhoe, but going further west, you have to goto AVilcannia going north? The
scheduled road is from Booligal to Ivanhoe, notfrom Hillston. We have aroadfrom Ivanhoe to Wilcannia,

i. icne 221 ^ one from Wilcannia to Broken Hill. Of course there is a traversable road from Ivanhoe to Broken II Aug,, 1896. Ei]]j OT-flMenindie>
1194'. Mr. TrickettP\ Is there a mail from Ivanhoe to Menindie direct? I could not tell you.
1195. How much per mile is spent upon the class of road between Condobolin and Broken Hill P It varies 
very much ; but J am handing in a statement of the expenditure.
1196. I thought those roads were scheduled ? They are ; but the expenditure per mile varies on them,
according to their importance, •
1197. Is there a departmental limit to the expenditure upon roads of a particular character? The mileage 
expenditure ranges from £50 down to £5 a mile. The £50 per mile is on tho principal roads where there 
is a very heavy traffic,
1198. What is the average on roads of this character ? I could hardly answer that question without
figuring it out. '
1199. Mr.Zee.J Do the roads through that country take the direction of the contemplated raihvay ? No; 
the roads generally cross the railway.
1200. What is the trend of the roads through that country ? As a rule, the roads run north and south, 
except the main road along the Lachlan River.
1201. According to the tracing the roads run almost at right angles to the railway ? Yes, as a general rule.
1202. I presume that your roads are simply laid down there for tho purpose of giving communication with 
the various small centres, and to give access to the nearest railway ? Hxactly.
1203. As a rule, you do not expend money upon the roads generally there;—it is only at particularly bad 
spots, is it uot ? In bridging and making embankments across swamps, and places of that kind.
1204. It has not been the poliey of the Roads Department to create made roads throughout that western 
country ? No ; as a rule, there is no material to make roads.
1205. Is there any intention to do it ? J think not. '
1206. I suppose there would ho a reason for not doing so ? One of the principal reasons is that there is 
no material to make the roads of.
1207. Another would be that they are uot required ? Hardly,
1208. The nature of the country is such that the traffic eau go on over the ordinary surface roads? In 
the dry seasons you cannot improve the road, hut in the wet seasons it becomes almost impassable.
1209. Therefore the road question does not enter into the railway question? I do not think it touches it

1210. Have you any special knowledge about the river at Menindie or the crossing of that river ? No ; 
I have not been out beyond Booligal
1211. Havo you had to make any special provision in consequence of tho flooded state of any portion of 
that country by way of embankments, punts, boats, or anything of that kind? Not that I remember; 
nothing very extensive at any rate.
1212. That is to say that the country in its normal condition requires no special attention from the 
.Department ? No.
1213. Mr. Trickett.] I suppose there has never been any great agitation to form a permanent or metalled 
,road ? No; we hear very little of the road question out there, except as to isolated spots, when they 
become very bad, and creeks require bridging, and so on. '
1214. 1 suppose you are aware that the population between Condobolin and Menindie is very sparse 

, indeed ? Yes.
1215. There has never been any agitation for a metalled road ? No, nothing of the kind. There has been 
no attempt to make any continuous road.
1216. Then the question that it would be as important to make a railway as to make a metalled road would 
not come in ? It would not, because there is no likelihood of a road ever being required iu that direction.
1217. There is no intermediate traffic to create a demand ? No ; except up aud down the Lachlan,

P, Scarr, 
■ Esq.

' TUESDAY, 25 AUGUST, 1896.
Jlrrarnt:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, Esq. (ChairmakR 
The Hon. Eredemck Thomas Humuheri'. | Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.

John Lionel Began, Esq. 
Thomas Henrt Hassall, Esq.

Tho Hon. Charj.es James Roberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon, William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq,

George Black, Esq.
Brancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Ebenezer Glencross Grant, Esq., Representative in New South Wales and Queensland of the Walter 
A. Wood Mowing and Reaping Machine Company of New York, sworn .and examined :—

E. (J. Grant, 1218. Mr. Clarke.] Are you acquainted with the country through which the proposed railway will pass ? 
Esq. Yes, I am acquainted with the country on both sides of the Lachlan River. I know the country on the 

nor^ s^e we^ from Parkes to Euabalong, but 1 do not know much about it beyond there. I know 
Aug., 1S9G. couutry on tho south aide right through,

1219. You know the country in the neighbourhood of Condoboliu ? Yes.
1220. And from Condobolin right along in the direction of Hillston? Yes.
1221. What kind of country is it? Most of it, as far as Condobolin, going through from Parkes, is good 
agricultural country. It is patchy between Condobolin and Euabalong, and on to Cudgellieo. On the 
south side of the river, from Cudgellieo to Hillston, I would call it all good agricultural country.
1222. How far does the good country extend frotn Condobohn in the direction of Broken Hill ?■ There 
is not such good agricultural land between Condobolin and Cudgellieo, but it is all good between Cudgel- 
lico and Hillston, and there are good patches on towards Mossgieh I have not been beyond Mossgiel.

1223.;
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1223. Is that country capable of producing cereals? Yes, 1 consider the country between Cudgellieo and
Hillston the best wheat land I ever saw. 1 never saw better wheat land. ^
1224. And beyond that again ? It gets more patchy. I'here is some good wheat land between Hillston
and Mossgiel, but the land is not so good as the other land to which I have referred. _
1225. You do not know anything of the country between Mossgiel and Broken Hill ? Ho, nothing 
whatever.
122(i. Do you think it would pay to grow breadstufls out in those districts to send to Sydney? I havo no 
douht about it. It would pay if there were railway communication. I know that there is a prospect of 
very large areas there being taken up for wheat-growing. At the present time the land is useless, because 
producers would be handicapped by freight charges of 6d. per ton per mile.
1227. I suppose you are aware that wheat can be sent to Sydney from South Australia and Victoria at 
very low rates ? Yes, for about 10s. a ton.
L22S. To send wheat from Hillston or Condobolin to Sydney would cost more than that? A little more ; 
but the freight upon wheat in this Colony is exceedingly low. lYheat could be produced in the district 
to which I refer as cheaply as in South Australia. _ _ _
1229. Is it clear open country ? Ho; some of it is mallee country, aud some pine country—it varies 
considerably.
1230. "What is the soil like ? Most of it is a strong chocolate soil.
1231. That, I understand, is the best sod for growing cereals ? Yes. I am certain that wheat could be 
produced in the district very cheaply. The land is very easy to work, and 1 do not think it would he 
difficult to clear.
1232. Is the country well watered ? Ho, but there is a fair rainfall. They have an average rainfall at 
Hillston of about 17 inches per annum, and a little moro at Cudgellieo. In South Australia the rainfall 
is not so great, and in the large wheat valleys of California the rainfall averages only 10 or 11 inches.
1233. J suppose you arc aware that wheat, once it gets a fair start, does not require a great deal of rain?
Yes : J have been mixed up with wheat-growing more or less all my life.
1234. You think that if the proposed raihvay were constructed it is probable that large quantities of 
cereals would he sent from the district to Sydney ? I have uo doubt of it. 1 know one gentleman who 
is thinking very seriously of taking up 30,000 or 40,000 acres, if he can get thclaud. lie has the ambit ion 
aud the capital to put some 20,000 acres under wheat; hut uoless railway communication is given to tho 
district, that will be impossible.
1235. Would there be any other market besides the Sydney market? There would not be a great local 
market, even westward towards Broken Hill. The price of wheat is ruled by the European market, and we 
would have the European market open to us just as other places havo. Then, too, tho district would bo 
an excellent hay district, because it has a bright and clear atmosphere. The South Australian hay and 
chaf£ brings 1ho best prices in the Sydney market, because it is growm in a bright and clear atmosphere.
The rainfall being light, the hay would not he rank. A fine hay would be produced, which w'ould bo 
marketable. .
1236. Arc you aware of the proposed cost of the railway ? I have seen the estimates.
1237. Do you think that tho carriage of cereals would be sufficient to pay interest upon the cost of the 
line ? Hot for some considerable time, at all events ; but J consider that in six or seven years the district 
will send from 15,000 to 20,000 trucks of produce to Sydney annually. That is a backbone for the traffic.
1238. You cannot say anything about the quantity of sulphide ore that would be brought from Broken 
Hill ? Ho ; I do not knowr anything about that matter. 1 do not know what that class of traffic would 
be worth.
1239. Do you think it would he justifiable in the public interest to spend so large a sum of money as is 
proposed in constructing a rail way merely to carry cereals to Sydney from the country between Condobolin 
and Mossgiel ? I would put the cereal and produce traffic down at about one-half of the whole traffic.
I think that the country would be justified in the undertaking, considering that this would form part of 
an overland connection with the other colonies. I have seen a number of such lines constructed in other 
countries. There they have traversed in some cases hundreds, and even thousands, of miles of barren 
country in order to get at ’ some particular point, aud eventually the line has made the intermediate 
country productive. I believe in the American principle of letting the railway develop the country. Here 
we believe in getting the traffic first, and building the raihvay afterwards : but in my opinion the only way 
of developing a country is to build railways through it.
1240. You wrould make the railway, believing that settlement would come afterwards ? Yes; railways 
induce settlement. You cannot get along without them.
1241. Mr. ice.] Where were you before you came to Hew South Wales ? I was living in the States.
1242. Have yon had an opportunity of comparing other parts of Australia with that of which you have 
been speaking? I know all Australia, except Western Australia, fairly well, and 1 know the north 
island of How Zealand.
1243. How do the climate and soil of South Australia and Victoria compare with the climate and soil of
the district of which you have been speaking ? 1 would take the mallee country of Victoria and a great
deal of the wheat land of South Australia as very similar to this land, 1 do not think they have so much 
rain in South Australia.
1241, In South Australia tho production of what is carried on under almost a minimum rainfall? Yes.
124.5. But with fair average returns ? Yres.
1246. Are you well versed in the qualities of wheat ? I do not call myself an experl, in wheat.
1247. What is tho general character of wheat raised in semi-dry climates ? Generally it brings a better 
price on account of its thin husk. It makes a better milling wheat.
1248. You are aware that the character of tho country changes very much beyond Mossgiel? So I under
stand.
1249. Your evidence would point lo the fact that, whatever might be done towards constructing a railway 
to Broken Hill, it would ho profitable to extend the line to Mossgiel ? Yes.
1250. You will not commit yourself to a statement as to the advisibility of carrying the line right through ?
Except that I have seen in other countries tho advantage of having a through connection. Take, for 
example, such a great undertaking as the Union Pacific Kail-way in America. The point they wanted to 
reach was San Erancisco, and some of the large western cities, and to do that they passed through nearly

2,000
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B’ ^Grailt’ 2,000 miles of unproductive country until they came to the plains of California. Once they got to the
^ Pacific coast, they were able to draw a large amount of traffic from the east. _

25Auc~L8D6 A g^at deal of the country through which that lino was taken had a very small population at the
'time? Scarcely any. Some of tho States have almost sprung into existence since the opening of that 

line. '
1252. That line, by bringing centres of population within touch of the markets, has greatly developed the 
country ? Tes,
1253. Were the people who settled along it citizens of the country or attracted from other places ? The 
people came either from the Eastern States or from Europe. Most of the homesteaders, as they call them 
there, were attracted in this way. Many of the raihvays in America have been built upon the land-grant 
system, and the companies have employed European and Eastern agents to get people to settle upon the 
land.
1254. Those railways could only ho made profitable hy the settling of people on the land ? Tes.
1255. Has the system had the effect of settling people upon the land ? Tes.
1256. How long have you had a knowledge of the western parts of this country ? For six or seven years.
1257. Have you been over the country frequently? Two or three times in the year.
1258. In wet as well as in droughty seasons ? Tes.
1259. How do you think that agriculture will fare in dry times ? They had a very dry season there last 
year, but I found that their crops were better than the crops in other parls of the Colony. The crops in 
some of the best producing districts—Bathurst and G-oulburn, for instance—were practically a failure, 
whereas some of the dry districts bad fairly good crops.
1260. I suppose it has frequently occurred to you that our great western interior carries only a very 
small population ? An extremely small population.
1261. Do you think that there is as much probability of population settling in the western part of this 
Colony as there was of population settling between Hew Fork and 8au Francisco? I do ; because tho 
land is better—and, after all, laud is the attraction. The presence of minerals booms a country for a 
time, and brings population; but I have never heard of mining bringing permanent prosperity. A 
country never becomes permanently prosperous until preople begin to cultivate the land.
1262. The natural producls of the soil are looked upon as the safest investment for freight? Tes,
1263. Mineral resources may he somewhat erratic? Tes ; and the people connected with mining belong
more to a migratory class. _
1264. Mr. Wright.] I understood you to say that good wheat is always grown in hot countries ? I said
that they grew good wheat in dry countries. _
1265. Does not the quality of the wheat depend upon the constituents of the soil? There is no doubt
about that. _ _
1266. Is not the soil upon which wheat is grown in South Australia largely impregnated with lime ? I 
could not say, because I have not seen any analyses of that soil.
1267. Have you ever been to Kingston aud EacepeOe Bay ? Ho. '
1268. You think that good wheat is generally grown iu dry climates ? I have found it so. I would call 
the climate of South Australia a dry one ; hut, South Australian wheat brings the best price in the London 
market, and South Australian flour the best pmice in the Sydney market.
1269. Stilt you are not a judge of the soil ? 1 consider myself a fair judge; I generally know whether
soil is or is not good wheat soil. _ _

' 1270. Have you been on both sides of the Lachlan ? Tes; I know the country on both sides of tiie river 
fairly well.
1271. Which land do you consider the best ? As far as Condobolin, the land on the north side; but, 
after that, the land on the south side.
1272. The Willandra Creek is on the north side of the river? Tes. There is some nice land on Koto 
Station; hut the land generally is more piatchy on the north side of the river.
1273. Have you been across from Condobolin to the lake ? Tes.
1274. Which route did you travel? I have travelled both north and south.
1275. Did you go through Bajalory Station ? Tes.
1276. What is the land around there like? I should say that it was patchy.
1277. There is a considerable extent of bad land? Tes.
1278. On the Dundoo Range the land is very inferior ? Tes, very.
1279. Was there not a special and particular cause for the railway extension in America which docs not 
apply to Australia? Well, people were able to get to America more easily, because it is near the large 
centres of population in the old world. Then, too, the American land laws are more liberal than ours.
1280. The large influx of population into America every year made it necessary for people to push out 
hack. That necessity does not exist here ? That is so.
1281. For some years 500,000 and 600,000 people arrived in the States annually, and either they or older 
inhabitants had to push out hack? Tes. As many as 800,000 people arrived there one year; but the 
number arriving now' is very small—I think about 100,000 a year.
1282. Do you think that if the same thing occurred in Australia, the results would be similar? Tes, to 
some extent. I consider that this land is thirsting for settlement. Feople want to go on to it, hut they 
cannot do so, because there arc no means of communication with the outside world.
1283. We have some 1,000,000 acres of wheat land which arc much nearer to Sydney, and which are in 
the hands of small holders ; hut they are not cultivated ? I do not know how to account for that. I havo 
always thought that the Hew South Wales land laws weijo not as liberal as they might be. Then, too, the 
land is taken up in too large areas. The selectors go to a great deal of expense in fencing and making 
other improvements, and in so doing they exhaust their capital, and are prevented from going in for 
cultivation.
1284. I suppose you have realised that the bulk of our selectors desire to be small sheep farmers rather 
than wheat producers ? Yes.
1285. If railway communication were given to this district, have we any guarantee that the land would 
not he used for sheep faming rather than for wheat? I think you have, in the fact that the cultivation 
in this district has increased very largely, although there is no railway communication, 1 have known the 
district for se’"c-n vears. AYheji I came to the Colony seven years ago, wheat growing west of Parkes was

T almost
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almost unknown. Wow, there is a large area of wheat land between Parkes and Condobolin. At that 
time practically no wheat was grown between Hillston and G-unbar; but now' there arc some 15,000 
acres of land under wheat there.
128S. Is there not a flour-mill at Hillston? Yes.
1287, You say that the couutry there has of late gone extensively into cultivation, and that the construc- 
non °i a railway would extend the cultivation further west? Yes; a few years ago there was no 
f in WT°n ^'ond tlie Macquarie at Dubbo ; but now, within 30 miles of Dubbo, and on the other side 

ot the AJacrpmrie, there are 10,000 or 12,000 acres of land under wheat.
1 8UPP°>e your occupation takes you a great deal among the farming population ? Yes ; then, too, 

_ vo rave lers upon each of the railway lines, and they are always reporting to us how things are
6 o

49

E. Q-. Ctrant, 
Esq.

25 Aug., 1896.

mi „ --------- “““ proposed railway would be part oi me mans-continental ime.
iUen, too, I think there would be a great deal of through traflic from Adelaide, and Broken Hill and the 
surrounding districts ought to produce a fair amount of traffic. 1 havo been to Broken Hill ■ but X do 
not Know much about it. •

f°u,d n,otlira globe-trotter who wished to journey through the Colonies prefer to go round by way 
of Adelaide and Melbourne instead of coming right across ? Yes; but the line would not depend upon

&£££&£ Z “Cy“ *'-*npon tbe ^ —w- * «•
1291. Xloes not the geographical position of Broken Hill render it impossible for the bulk of the traffic to 
?9Qon)Tm, e,^ut t0 S5!uth Austraha? Sollth Australia must attract a great deal of the Broken Hill traffic.

m a,rfes- 'yhafc traffic would the proposed line have to depend upon ? First of all
there would be a huge hackbone m the carriage of cereals and produce from as far as Mossgiel ; then the
R w 1I?dlnI1S ;17 would bring its share. Unquestionably, too, there would be some traffic from
isrokon Jin], and all these atoms would tend to make up a whole

i ^amC 70Uld-I/0f from Brokcu Hill? 1 d° know; but I know that there is a
good deal of traffic from Broken Hill.
S=fnr0ViTldn0teXp^C7anyJ!tr^lc”lininerals? The traffic wouId be connected with the mining 
19Q- if ’v 1 * , m SOtne!,' mt a foo1111 rcSard to mining matters—I take no interest in them.

W ii 7beeUC07CuUS1Ve y PI°7edt0 Us by PracHcal mel1 that the conveyance of minerals from
vnn t0+ °m eoastb J Bort P]ne would be cheaper than across bv the proposed railway, do
- e JT*6 ,W0Jl!d_C0®0 by the railway ? Undoubtedly the traffic will follow the cheapest route. 
Will 3 r ^bat the only traffic that might be expected would be tlirough passenger traflic from Broken 
Hill ? I would depend very little upon the passenger traffic. 1 believe in freight for making a line pay. 
Of course a railway develops the passenger traffic. Take the railway from Molong to Parkes. for 
instance 1 do not suppose that less than twenty-fivo people a day travel on that line; but I have 
ioa? w ^ jte by eoaCn on many occasions, and been the only passenger.
, ' yo7 C?.ud eiPect auy tl,affie from agricultural productions bevond Mossgiel ? No; I have been
told that that country is not very good. “ °
1298. Would tho railway increase the carrying capacity of land used for pastoral purposes ? I could not
SnSmouil0™86’* hef!TId1l?,,a n^ am?UDt °f lra!,lc durmS wool season, but 1 would not 
i mm rr Fu b pastoral traffic; still, all these things would help to make up a traffic.
■V; f this proposal had been submitted to you as a capitalist, and if it had been pointed out to you that
dl 3 TV ? ' he ^ bne you would lose £40,000 a year by it, what would you have
I would lonstract thS ’ C°Uk “ 0PP0rt,,nify of my money back in ten years’ time,

1300. But could you ? I think so.
fielUi^l/h011 ^ wliat ia the llft; of a minin- be Id ? I do not know what the average life of a mining 
held is, although I have seen a good many rise and fall b
^03 !?n L? f,11^ ^a11 tb(?ut Broken HiB ? 1 have been there twice by way of Adelaide. 
i9m‘ mi y 7 * o F!ia : tb,e S01 aDd cbmato there are suitable for agriculture ? I do not.
lun*' if FirC i al ti° rallway could re]-vuPr,u would be the mineral resources of the place ? Yes. 
tbs ^rT , 7p]ac? Petered out m twentj'-five years, would you risk losing £40,000 a year for ten years in
nmnosFd ST ^ ” mT*1® ^ iolbwing tcl1 or fifteen years ? Yes ; because I believe that the
proposed extension will form part of a traus-eontinental line.
TWi.?3 yR T* ^Tir ^ ev™t of tlle'’e be,"g a trans-continental line it would he taken to Port 
Hanvm. Both routes have their advocates, but I think the lino will reach Freemantlo first. The 
W estern Australian Government are budding very rapidly in this direction, and I think that we shall have
T dn^fTTFi1CfT 7-T AV GS/ern ■*iustraBa befor'3 we havo communication with the northern territory, 
differ vlt iFf 1 mtSe d!®tauce from Darwin ami Freeman f.le to Colombo or the Bed Sea would 
19nv The di{ff':ence lvould bo so small as to be scarcely worth speaking of.
Wr£fnth0n4 vT7 Were,taken t®.^ Darwin it would serve the northern territory, Queensland, South
^ +n df lum wIJereas a b?0 ^ Dreeraantle would leave Queensland out ? Ym} but this Colony 
is goia^ to get the traffic, however the hoe goes, J
i oon ^ natlonai lme would have to serve the whole of ihe Colonics ? Certainly
£400m a qUeStt°n Z° o C0I!?ider1 jS' whctl,er New Sollth Wales can afford to risk tho loss of
this W tl,^all7hnliT.V aif iei J° C10n!jh'uc'cd think that the construction of

s} tbe agricultural distnet to which you have referred would be beneficial ? Yes ; it would 
induce a great deal of settlement, and that would mean revenue to the Colony
131°. Uo you thmk that the construction of the railway would result in larger areas being put underfeilfd0” aiSSSfi. 1 k”ow if *"»"" -wiS

H}}, Where would they havo a market? They would havo to come to the metropolis for a market. 
wk TT tbej comPe}e Buceesafully with the Adelaide people, who can land stuff hero for 10s a ton ?
afl in 0,1 ,tb;- rmI’va-Y trucks for Is. a bushel, and they are doing it very little, if at
all, in bouth Australia. The cost of carnage would not, I suppose, be more than 12s. a ton.

286—G 1313.
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E. Gk Grant, 1313, Have you any idea of the rate of carriage from Parkes to Sydney ? I suppose it would be about 
£3 or a little more a truck. Jt costs the South Australian people something to get their produce to tho 

25 Aue 2896 HeaPor^j ari<i then they hare to pay a freight of I Os. a ton to got it to Sydney. 
e"’ ' 1314. I have seen it landed for Ls. a ton? I am speaking of the present rates.

1815. Mr. Wright.~\ Two shillings and sixpence a ton to Newcastle and 5s. a ton to Sydney are tho 
general rates ? Tbe rate for flour is 10s. a ton. I am interested in produce business in Sydney at the 
present time, and I know that is the rate which has been paid. _ ... ri j 1 r
1310. Mr. Hassall.'] Have you any idea as to what area of land is under cultivarion in the Condobohn, 
Euabalong, Hillston, and Mossgiel districts ? There are about 14,000 acres ol wheat this year iu the 
Hillston and Gunbar district. I have been told, within the last three weeks, by a farmer at Gunbar, who 
has been gathering statistics for somebody or something, that that is the area under wheat there.
1317. Do you think that that area is likely to be increased under any circumstances ? It is not likely to 
be increased, unless the district gets railway communication.
1318. What is tho drawback ? The expense of carting produce to the railway. _
1319. Do not most of the farmers use their own teams? Tes; but their time is worth something. A 
great many of them go carrying during the season.
1320. In the slack time, could they not convey their own produce for less than 6d. a ton a mile ? I do
not think so. Besides, they havo to take it while the roads are open. Many of them could not afford to 
hold it for any time. .
1321. Are the roads very bad out there ? I think that the road between Gunbar and Carrathool is the 
worst I ever saw.
1322. What is the soil like? It is a black, dirty-looking soil. _
1323. Is it a chocolate colour ? No; it is out of the chocolate district. You have to go through a stretch 
of very had country before you get to Carrathool. ITom Hillston to Cudgellieo you have fairly good 
country right through ; but there is no good couutry between Carrathool and south of Gunbar,
1324. The land you speak of is not suitable for agriculture? No; it is totally unfitted for it.
1325. Where does the agricultural land lie? It commences south of Gunbar and goes on to the Lachlan. 

* There is some agricultural land along the Willandra Creek and up at Koto. The land as far as Mossgiel
is fairly good ; but most of the good land is south of the river. Coming in towards Cootamundra and 
Temora the land ia good again,
132G. Is it not good land about Booligal ? I would not call tbe land there good.^ _ _
1327. Do you know what the rainfall of the district is ? The average rainfall in the Hillston district
for the last ten years has been about 17 inches, and about 19 inches at Labe Cudgellieo. _
1328. Is this rainfall sufficient for agriculture ? Tes; in the-Valley of San Joaquin in California, the 
average rainfall is 11 inches.
1329. Mr. Itoberts. ) Have you travelled from Sydney to Broken Hill through New South Wales ? No.
1330. How far have you been west? To Mossgiel.

. 1331. Tou are perfectly familiar with the character of the country all the way from Parkes to Mossgiel ?
Yes. ,
1332. Do yon approve of the suggested deviation shown on the map, is la Cudgellieo and Hillston? That
is the way I would take the railway. ,
1333. Would you prefer that route to the Euabalong and Mossgiel route ? Tes; yon miss the agricultural
land if you go alongThe north side of the river. _

. 1334. Am I to understand that the land from Condobolin to Mossgiel and on to Hillston is good land ?
Tes ; on the south side of the river. On the north side of the river there are some good lands on Boto 
station; but that is all. I would not call that part of the district hy any means a good agricultural 
district.
1335. Have you ever been to Mount Hope ? No. _
1336. Do you think it would be a safe thing to construct a railway to Mossgiel ? If I could not take a 
line on to Broken Hill, I would not take it further west than Condobolin. J am a great believer in a 
through line to bring traffic. I have never seen a through line that has not developed traffic ; but I have 
never seen a branch line pay.
1337. Is it not a fact that the only traffic we could expect to get from Broken Hill would be with the
sulphide ores ? I understand so, and 1 understand further that it would not pay to bring those ores to 
Sydney by rail. _ _
1338. In view of that fact, what would you think of a proposal to make the line terminate at Mossgiel? 
I would not regard it with favour.
1339. But such a line would go through all the good country that you speak of;—what would he the use 
of carrying the railway further on ? I have always found that a railway develops traffic from some place 
or another. One never knows where the traffic comes from ; but still it comes.
1340. Do you think that a railway could be extended to Hillston without any loss to the State ? It would
he better to take the line to Hillston than to take it to Mossgiel. An extension to Mossgiel would draw 
very little traffic. _
1341. Hillston would he the centre of a large agricultural district? Yes; or rather the end of it.

' 1342. After leaving Condobolin, do you not come on to some flooded country ? It is flooded country
more or less all along the river to Euabalong. There are some nice high patches; hut generally it is 
what I would call a flooded couutry.
1343. What about the country between Condobolin and Hillston? It is only liable to he flooded near 
the river, A little way back it is not flooded,
1344. Is any settlement likely to take place between Mossgiel and Menindie ? I do not know.
1345. Mr. Illaclcb] Do I understand you to say that you only approve of the construction of railways
which run right through from one point to another ? The construction of such a line is often an induce
ment to through traffic. _
1346. Tou appear to think that, no matter how much a railway to Hillston would increase settlement, it 
should not be constructed unless it can be taken right on to Broken Hill;—that seems a peculiar position 
for one who is interested in farming ? I said that if I had capital to invest I did not think 1 would go 
beyond Condobolin. If the line were to be extended beyond Condobolin I would not go further than. 
Hillston.

1347.
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1347. Despite the agricultural possibilities of tbe district, you do not think it would he advisable to carry E. GkGrunt,
the line beyond Hillston ? I should not do so if 1 were constructing the line to develop traffic. Of B9<1-
course the State can develop traffic better than a private individual, and I daresay that in a few years a lineto Hillston would pay. ’ J J 2B Aug, 1896.
1348. Tou favour the construction of a line to Broken Hill because it would bring New South Wales 
into more direct communication with Adelaide ;—are you aware that it would make very little difference 
in the distance between tbe two places? I do not know what saving it would make, but I assume that 
it would make a saving.
1349. Do you not think that a better direct route could be obtained by making a connection between Hay 
and Morgan ? That would be a better through route.
1350. Would it pass through better country? No.
1351. Do you not think that the country from Hay to Wentworth is better than that between Mossgiel 
and Menindie? I do not know the country at all. 1 have been as far as Balranald from Hay, and there 
my knowledge' of it ends. There is no country between Hay and Balranald which is as good as the 
country between Cudgellieo and Hillston.
1352. Mr. Humphery.'] How many bushels to the acre do you allow for when you say that wheat could be 
placed upon tbe railway for Is. a bushel ? They could grow 20 bushels to the acre in the Hillston district.
They have a higher average yield about Wellington and Dubbo.
1353. What would be the probable route of a line from Preemantle ? It would pass through Broken
Hill.
1354. Would it not touch the coast of South Australia ? No ; it would not go through Adelaide.
1355. Would it not be shorter ? No ; I think it would he nearer to come through Broken Hill. Trains '
would branch off the main line to Adelaide and Melbourne.
1356. Mr. O'Gonnor.] You were for many years in America? Yes.
1357. There they construct railways in order to create traffic ? Yes.
1358. Do you remember the great enterprise of Bishop Ireland, who took up a desert and made a railway |
through it? No.
1359. At any rate, it has been the policy of America to make railways to develop the country, and they 
have paid largely ? Yes.
1360. You are of opinion that if the railway were extended to Hillston the population of the district 
would be considerably increased ? Yes.
1361. Because of the facilities offered by the raihvay ? Yes.
1362. If you were a Minister of the Crown, with your present intelligence and experience to guide yon, 
would you sanction the extension of this railway ? I say unhesitatingly that I would, and I would make 
what we call a light railway. ] have no sympathy with the heavy expensive lines that have hitherto been 
made. I was brought up in the English railway service, and still take a great interest in the railway 
systems of the different colonies. 1 have always been of opinion that we spend too much in constructing 
a railway. I believe first of all in letting the railway develop the country, and then in letting the 
country develop the railway.
1363. No matter how good the yield, or what the industry of the people, profits cannot be very great if 
roads are bad and carriage high ? That is so.
1364. As a matter of economy, a light railway would be less expensive to the State than continuous 
road-making? Yes.
1363. Mr. Trickett!] How does tbe climate of this colony compare with the climate of places in America 
in which they grow wheat? Of course, the climate of the Eastern States of America is quite different 
from the climate of the Western States; but in tho Sacramento and San Joaquin valleys tho temperature 
is higher than in the wheat-growing districts of South Australia, and the temperature of the South 
Australian wheat-growing districts is higher than the temperature of Hillston.
1366. Is the rainfall in America pretty regular ? They have no rain in California from A pril until October.
13G7, The rainfall about Wilcannia is very uncertain, according to the evidence of tho local post and 
telegraph master;—you may have three or four had seasons in succession ;—how would that affect a wheat 
crop ? Wilcannia is 200 miles west of the district of which I am speaking. I do not know the Darling 
district below Bourke.
1308. In America they give the land for nothing ? The G-overnment will grant a man 160 acres for 
nothing, with the right to pre-empt another 160 acres. That facilitates settlement and enables the land 
to be taken up in small holdings. Here the trouble has been that people have taken up too much land.
In America you can buy land from the railway companies for about 2i dollars an acre.
1369. The railways there are built on the land-grant system ? Yes; the Government take the odd blocks 
in each township, and the raihvay companies the even blocks.
1370. Does the population go right out to distant places at once, or do intermediate places become 
settled first ? The population keeps drifting out along the line pretty quickly,
1371. Do they go in for irrigation in America? Only in the western district.
1372. Can the wheat crops he grown by irrigation ? 1 do not think you could make much of a wheat 
crop by means of irrigation any more than you could grow potatoes that way.
1373. But you want a regular rainfall for wheat ? Yes. "
1374. Chairman.] What do you regard as the better land between Condobolin and Hillston—that on the 
north or that on tho south side of the Lachlan? That on the south side of the Lachlan.
1375. What area of wheat-growing land would the construction of a railway to Hillston render accessible ?
1 know of over 1,000,000 acres of wheat land there ; hut I do not know how much of that would be 
available.

"William Henry John Slee, Esq., E.G-.S., Chief Inspector of Mines and Superintendent of Diamond Drills,
Department of Mines, sworn, and examined:—

1376. Mr. Lee.] You have had very extensive experience in the Mines Department ? Yes ; twenty years.
1377. Your duties have required you to travel all over the Colony, including the western districts ? Yes;
I have had a good deal of experience in the western districts. .
1378. I presume that you know the location of all the mining centres there ? Yes.
1379. Do you know the route of the proposed line ? Yes.

W, H. J. 
Slcc, Esq., 

F.G.S.

25 Aug., 1896.

1380.
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W. H. J. 
Sloo, Eaq.f 

F.G.S.
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1380. What mining centres would there bo within easy reach of that line? There is a little gold-mining 
done within about 30 miles of Condobolin. Then, until you get to Mount Hope, the country is pastoral 
country. Prom Mount Hope to Broken Hill there is no mining. [ have prepared a short statement 
which I would like to read to the Committee :—

Having a thorough knowledge of the country between Condobolin via Menindie to Broken Hill, I beg to state that 
the said tract of country may lie generally termed as pastoral. In my opinion agriculture, without irrigation, is not likely 
to be successfully carried on iu that part of New South Wales.

Tie Mining.
After the railway passes the district of Mount Hope, it would again merge into essentially pastoral country where 

there would be very little probability of any extensive mineral discoveries ; hence the prospects of the payable nature of 
the railway would depend entirely on the pastoral interest. But I have no doubt that the railway would stimulate the 
mining industry in the Mount Hope district, and that a larger quantity of metal would he produced, aud in consequence 
an increase of population would take place.
1381. Do you know how far the route of the proposed line is from Mount Hope ? No.
1382. Which way do you go when you visit Mount Hope ? Iu tho olden times I have frequently gone 
from Forbes through Condobolin and Euabalong to Mount Hope, and from there on to Cobar. I have 
gone to Mount Hope many times, and by many routes.
1383. Is the statement that the country between the route of the proposed line and Mount Hope is sandy 
in character correct ? Tes ; the soil is mostly sandy.
1384. Are not the ores obtained at Mount Hope of a low grade ? They have been.
1385. It would be impossible to cart those ores 20 miles to a railway? They have been carted all the 
way to Condobolin and Forbes, The ore itself would not be carted. They would have to take out the 
metal on the spot. It Would never pay to cart the ore.
1386. Arc there not some gold-mines m tho disfrict? Tes, at Mount Allen, which is about 12 miles from 
Mount Hope.
1387. Those mines could not be profitably worked if the ore had to be carted a long distance to the 
railway ? No.
1388. Are you of opinion that if the line wore diverted to Mount Hope much traffic would result ? I 
think it would be better to take the line close to Mount Hope.
1389. Because of the large quantity of low grade ore which would then be sent to the nearest coal-mines 
to be treated ? I do not think it would pay to take the ore to Lithgow; but tho construction of a railway 
would induce the mining company to erect better furnaces, and they would thus bo able to get their 
copper away at a cheaper rate. 1 do not think you can ever depend upon having the ores to take away,
1390. Tou do not think that cither gold or copper ore would be sent away if the line were taken near to 
Mount Hope ? No ; except a little as samples.
1391. But it is probable that better treating appliances would bo erected on the spot ? Tes ; and that 
would mean an increased population.
1392. Do you think that the copper-mines at Mount Hope would yield much traffic to the railway ? Not 
unless the railway stimulated them to some extent.
1393. Arc tho mines rich enough to admit of a sufficient output to make the line pay? I do not think 
that the output would exceed 100 or 150 tons a week, even if there wore a raihvay, and tho mines which 
are now idle were working.
1394'. One of the diffieullies which the people there have to contend with is the absence of water ? Tes.
1395. The construction of a railway would not overcome that difficulty ? No.
1396. Mining in that district must always suffer more or less from the want of an ample supplv of 
water ? Tes, always.
1397. Do you think that the mineral resonrees of the district are sufficient to justify the Government in 
extending the railway there ? No ; I should say not. I do not think that the lino would pay ; but on a 
national basis, I think it should be constructed.
139S. Tou do not see a prospect of sufficient traffic to pay interest and working expenses ? No.
1399. If the line is to be taken from Condobolin to Menindie it should, in your opinion, eo nearer to 
Mount Hope? Tes.
1400. Because it would thus obtain a certain amount of traffic? Tes.
1401. Tou are aware that the construction of the Cobar line has considerably developed the mines there? 
Tes ; but those mines were working long before the opening of the railway.
1402. They are working now very profitably ? Tes.
1403. I presume that the railway has had something to do with their success ? It has had a great deal to 
do with it.
1404. What would be the relative distance from Cobar to Lithgow and from Mount Hope to Lithgow? 
I do^not know ; but I think that Cobar would be nearer to Lithgow than Mount Hope would be.
1405. It is the metal that is sent away from Cobar, not the ore ? They are now sending ore to Lithgow 
to be smelted.
1400. Do you think that they could do that profitably at Mount Hope ? It would not pay for the Mount 
Hope mines to erect such large works as they have at Cobar. The Cobar deposit is a very large one—the 
largest wo have m Australia, whereas the Mount Hope deposit occurs in horizontal patches. At Mount 
Hope they have never had the formation of a real lode, while at Cobar they have had it from the surface 
downwards,
1407. Do you think there is any large area of unexplored mineral country in the Mount Hope district ? 
I do not think so.
1408. The probability of an extensive development there is not very great? I do not think that we shall 
have any extensive field there. There may bo small patches. *
1409. The moment you get past Mount Hope there is nothing until you get to Broken Hill? No. In 
1881-82 1 was Gold Commissioner at Mount Browne, and 1 frequently had occasion to go through all that 
back country.
1410. Would you care to express an opinion as to the permanency of the lodes at Broken Hill? I have
no doubt whatever that the lodes there are permanent. *
1411. Do you think that they will furnish large quantities of sulphide ores for many years to come? I 
think that they will last for the next fifty years, provided the problem how to properly treat sulphides is 
solved ; and we are fairly on the road to that solution.
1412. They arc bound lo discover the proper means of treating these ores sooner or later? Tes: and
there are large numbers of mines which have very small deposits, and under the present eyetom will not 
pay, hut which, a few years hence, may pay. 1413,
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1413. Is there not a movement on foot to treat these ores in the vicinity of Newcastle and lllawarra ? W. H. J. 
Tes ; hut it is to the interest of the fclouth Australian people to have them treated in that Colony.
1414. IVliat prospect do you think the proposed line would have of carrying any of the ore from Broken
Hill ? I am afraid that the railway could not compete with the water-carriage. 26 Aug., 1S96
1415. The ores are low-grade, difficult of treatment, and consequently will not stand very heavy rates ’
of carriage ? They will only stand a very small freight. _
1416. The rates prevailing by way of Port Pirie are so much lower than the contemplated raihvay rates 
that you are of opinion that the raihvay will not get any freight of this character ? That is so. I have 
been given to understand by those who are supposed to know that in time the ore from Broken Hill will 
be landed at our ports for £1 a ton. The raihvay could not compete with a rate like that. No doubt a
railway would create a good deal of through traffic from Broken Hill. _
1417. Passenger traflic, and possibly goods traffic, but not low-grade ores ? Tes. _ _
1418. Do you know of any class of traflic which might be developed by the construction of the line?
Nothing, except the passenger traffic and pastoral traffic. 4
1419. Ton do not think that the railway would develop any new industry or increase production? It 
would settle population along the line here and there, but nothing very much for years to come.
1420. Tou think the project somewhat premature ? I think that as a national work the line should be 
made; but as a payable line tbe proposal is premature.
1421. In the event of the Broken Hill mines depreciating from any cause, what would become of the 
population of Broken Hill? My opinion is that the population of Broken Hill is not likely to get below
10,000 for many years to come.
1422. Do you think that there is any prospect of its increasing ? It will increase if tho sulphide lodes
can be properly treated. There will bo uo agriculture there. _
1423. If the ores are taken for treatment to some other place, less coke and coal will be sent to Broken 
Hill, and the shutting up of the furnaces will mean the reduction of population? Tho number of 
smelters wilt be reduced, but the number of miners will be increased. Still they would always have to 
have smelters there of some kind.
1424. And you think that the resources of the place are ample to maintain the town in its present state
of prosperity ? I think so. _
1425. Have there been any fresh discoveries in Broken Hill of late years? No; at one time it was 
thought that precious stones had been found there—rubies ; but they turned out not to be rubies.
1420. What are the geological expectations of the place ? The geological features of the district are such 
that we ought to have got gold and copper there, as well as silver.
1427. There is still a possibility of getting those metals ? There is a great probability, but so far they 
have not been found in payable quantities.
1428. The great difficulty of water storage has been overcome? Tes.
1429. Unfortunately the district is a little too remote from Sydney ? It is too ckse to the borders of
South Australia. As a national work, I think tho railway should be made. _ _
1430. If there is no prospect of the line paying while the population of Broken Hill is at its greatest,
what will be the prospect in years to come? Small communities will settle along the line, and perhaps 
agriculture will be tried, though I do not think it will ever be successful. They have agriculture now at 
Nymageo ; but there is a failure of the crops every two or three seasons out of four. _ >
1431. Do you think that the construction of the railway would cause ore lo be sent to Menindie to be 
treated ? J £ the railway had been taken to Menindie in 1883,1 believe it would havo paid over and over 
again, because then the smelting would have been done on the Darling. 1 was at Broken Hill with Mr.
Wilkinson about that time, and we recommended the construction of such a line.
1432. But a change has taken place by reason of the construction of the Silverton tramway? Tes ; and 
furnaces have been built in South Australia.
1433. It is almost impossible for us to recapture that trade now ? We might gradually get some of it back.
1434. But it is more likely to go down to the coast and then come round by ship ? lies. I do not think 
one could come to any different opinion who had travelled round to Broken Hill hy way of Melbourne 
and Adelaide and back through Now South Wales. The Broken Hill traffic must always go through 
South Australia.
1435. A railway to Broken Hill must not expect to get any of the mineral traffic ? No.
14‘36. Though it might get some passenger and goods traffic, and might develop small settlements along 
the route ? Tes; if we could control our rainfall, agriculture could be undertaken out there; but, as 
wo cannot, agriculture wrill not be successful,
1437. Tou say, emphatically, that if a line is taken from Condobolin lo Menindie, it ought to go near 
Mount Hope, because it w'ould then be sure to get a certain amount of traffic ? Yes.
1438. Have you anything to dd with the Water Supply Department ? 1 used to have to do with artesian
boring.
1430. Can you tell the Committee what prospect there is of getting water along the route of the proposed 
line? It is out of the question to expect to get artesian water, but you would get stock water at a depth 
of 200 or 300 feet; that is, rain-water which has gradually percolated through the softer parts of the surface.
1410. In sufficient quantities to supply the raihvay locomotives and meet with the requirements of the 
railway generally ? The water I speak of would be no good for the engines ; it is brackish, and full of 
magnesia.
1441. And the only water we could depend upon would be water stored in tanks ? Tes ; except on the
Lachlan and the Darling, _
1442. Prom Mossgiel to the Darling would be a very long stretch ? Tes ; from Mossgiel to Menindie
you would have to depend upon tanks. _
1443. Mr, JhyaM.] What number of men are there working in connection with mining between Condobolin 
and Mount Hope ? In the Mount Hope district, taking in Mount Allen and Gilgunuia, there are about 
1,200 men.
1444. Where do they get their stores from ? Tho Mount Hope people go principally to Forbes and 
Parkes for their stores.
1445. Tlioac stores come from Sydney? Tes; as soon as the railway is extended to Condobolin the 
people will go there.
1416. Do they send their ore to Sydney ? No ; they crush it on the spot.
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oT^Tj!^’ 1447. I suppose you Lave gT'eat hope o£ developing Mount Hope ? The construction of a railway there
F G S9'1-’ wou^ stimulate the place. They have only “ pig-rooted ” there so far.

1448. Do you expect much from those mines ? I do not expect as much from them as from the Cobar
25Aug,, 1896. mines- . .

1449. What is the chief production of the Mount Hope mines ? Copper. From tho Mount Allan mines 
they get gold.
1450. Any silver? No. .
1451. Do you know- the route to Wilcannia? Yes; I have been there frequently.
1452. Do you think that a line via Wilcanuia would he better than the proposed line ? I think the Cobar
route would be the best.
1453. Do you know the road from Menindie to Broken Hill? Yes ; I have been over it frequently.
1454. I suppose that at the present time the people of Broken Hill get their supplies from South 
Australia ? Nearly all of them.
1455. Is there any possibility of the land between Menindie and Broken Hill producing sufficient to 
supply the wants of the people of Broken Hill ? Not without irrigation. The land is very sandy and 
poor.
1456. What amount of ore was taken from Mount Hope last year, have you any idea ? No. I think 
the output of copper would be about 25 tons a month, but that would be the outside.
1457. If the railway is taken to Condobolin, will the Mount Hope people continue to go to Nyngan? 
No ; because Condobolin will be nearer.
1458. What is the distance from Condobolin to Mount Hope ? I think it is SO or 90 miles.
1459. What is the population of Mount Hope? At present about 300.
1460. There is no possibility of a line to Mount Hope paying? I do not think so.
1461. You think that as a connection between Broken Hill and Sydney the nroposed line should be con
structed ? Yes. *
1462. At the present time that town has to do business with another Colony ? Yes : and if you want 
to get from the metropolis to Broken Hill you have to go through two colonies. It takes three nights 
and three days to get to Broken Hill from"Sydney.
1463. Apportion of the land through which the line would go is good agricultural land? There is some 
good agricultural land on the south side of the Lachlan as far as Mossgiel; but there is very little 
agricultural land on to Menindie.
1464. I understand that there is fair laud from Condobolin to Mossgieh but that from there to Broken 
Hill the land should only be used for pastoral purposes ? Yes.
1465. Is it good pastoral land? Only fairly good. It carries a sheep to every 10 or 12 acres. At
Mount Brown it requires as much as 14 acres to feed a sheep. *
1466. Is there any water between Menindie and Broken Hill? No; water could onty be obtained by 
sinking.
1467. Mr. Jfassail] Have you made any examination of the country between Mount Hope and Cobar? 
Yes.
1468. What is your opinion of that country? A small deposit of copper may be found there ; but I do 
not think any large discoveries will be made, because the district has been so much overrun hy prospectors.
1469. Is it mineral country ? Yes ; right through. There are small deposits of copper and gold there,
but hitherto they have not been found payable. „
1470. What is the probable life of the Mount Hope field ? The Mount Hope field is quite different
from the Cobar field. The Cobar mine goes down on a lode formation, with a proper underlay ; but at 
Mount Hope the ores are in horizontal beds, and they have never been tried at any great depth. The 
mines have been worked by tributors, and so far, to use a vulgar phrase, the place has only been 
“ pig-rooted.” 1 J
1471. Is there any prospect of minerals being discovered between Mount Hope and Menindie ? For 
20 or 30 miles from Mount Hope the country looks metalliferous, hut after that nothing can be seen.
1472. Has it been prospected? To some extent; but it is very difficult country to prospect, because it 
is very scrubby, and there is no water.
1473. The whole of it is practically given up to pastoral occupation? Yes ; and a miner cannot go out 
there unless he is able to get a paddock for his horse, and so on. The difficulties of prospecting are 
greater there than in the moro settled districts.
1474. You do not expect any groat discoveries there ? Nothing very extensive as at Cobar or Nymagee.
1475. Do you think that fresh discoveries are likely to be made in the Broken Hill district ? 1 believe
that some of the Broken Hill lodes away from Broken Hill itself have not been properly prospected. 
There is a very large extent of country there. *
1476. Can you tell the Committee how much ? All the country between Mount Browne and Broken 
Hill is metalliferous. Going from Milparinka to Wilcannia, and about 60 miles from Wilcannia, you 
pass through our opal fields. The whole of that country is cretaceous, and it is likely that sooner or 
later it will be found to contain large deposits of opal, like those at White Cliff, where some of the best 
opals in tho world have been discovered. That country extends right into South Australia.
1477. You think that the mineral deposits there are likely to be found of a rich and permanent character? 
Yes; the country of which I speak lies beyond Broken Hill. The shortest route from places like 
Milparinka would he to Bourke.
1478. Do you think that it would pay to construct the proposed line? No. Its construction might 
stimulate settlement; but I do not think for one moment that the railway would pay, either at the 
present time, or for years to come.
1479. Do you think that it would encourage and assist mineral development ? It might create small
settlements, and the people might prospect near those settlements, but agriculture would never flourish 
out there. At Mount Browne we had only 1|- inch of rain in ten months, aud they were obliged to 
send out camels from South Australia to relieve us. At Wilcaunia, the average rainfall for veara was 
only 8 inches. ■'
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The Committee farther considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

William Briggs, Esq., Chairman, Lithgow Coal Association, sworn, and examined:—
14<80. Mr. Wright.1 Have you any knowledge of the proposal before the Committee? Only from what W. Briggs, 
1 have seen in the newspapers. Esq.
1481. Have you been over the country which the proposed railway would traverse? No. /——s
1482. If the railway is made is coal likely to be sent from Lithgow to Broken Hill, or are minerals
likely to be brought from Broken Hill to Lithgow ? I think that the Darling would stop the traffic very 
much. ■
1483. According to the railway authorities the cost of transit from Broken Hill to Sydney by rail would 
be much higher than the present cost by sea. We further heard from the Commissioners that coal could 
be taken from Newcastle to Broken Hill by sea, and ore brought from Broken Hill to Newcastle by sea 
more cheaply than this transit could be accomplished by railway ? Well, I have heard that the railway 
authorities have offered to carry coal for J-d. They do’ifc in America for $d.
1484. The distance from Lithgow to Broken Hill is about 700 miles; would you be likely to send coal 
across to Broken Hill by railway ? I think so.
1485. Is the coal obtained at Lithgow suitable for smelting purposes ? Yes, very.
1486. Is it comparatively free from sulphur ? Eairly so. We make very good coke.
1487. I. presume you know that for smelting purposes it' is necessary to have the coal as free from 
sulphur as possible ? Well, arrangements arc now being carried out for establishing large smelting 
works at Lithgow.
1488. Are these works being established by people interested in the mines there? No; they are being 
established by Dr. Reade, of Singleton, and his party.
1489. Tho present contributories of the Cobar mine ? I think they are. They intend to spend a large 
amount of money at Lithgow,
1490. It takes from 3) to 4 tons of coal to smelt 1 ton of ore, so that it is cheaper to bring the ore to the 
coal than to take the coal to the ore ? Yes.
1491. Can you furnish us with an analysis of the Lithgow coal ? I will supply you with it.
1492. What proportion of ash, or other deleterious matter, does your coke contain? I would rather 
not answer that question from memory. I will supply the Committee with the information,
1493. You are under the impression that if the railway is made it is possible that a certain portion of 
the Broken Hill traffic will come to Lithgow? There is every prospect of it, though, of course, the 
distance is great.
1494. Notwithstanding the great amount of haulage, you think that the Commissioners might be induced 
to carry ores from Broken Hill at a rate which will enable them to be smelted at Lithgow ? Yes; they 
havo offered to make us some very large concessions. We have heen trying to advance our business out 
towards Bourke and Cobar, where they have such primitive ideas as to prefer wood to coal. The Com
missioners have met us very fairly.
1495. What do they charge you between Lithgow and Bourke? A mileage rate—Id. per mile is the 
ordinary rate. South they give us a uniform rate of 6s., though the ordinary rate would come to 7s. Gd.
1496. A rate of Id. a ton a mile would prohibit any traffic between Lithgow and Broken Hill? We have 
tried to show the Commissioners that whereas they charge a lower rate for the carriage of wood they are 
put to more expense, because of the greater cost of handling the wood ; but their reply is that there is 
much more business done with wood than there would be with coal. I think we could very well make 
coke for 15s. or 18s, a ton, and the freight, I imagine, would be about 16s. 8d. a ton to Broken Hill,' so 
that we could deliver our coke there for about 32s. a ton, whereas the people of Broken Hill now pay £3 
a ton for English coke delivered.
1497. Have you any idea what the Newcastle coke costs them? I forget what the price of Newcastle
coke is. '
1498. Is it higher or lower than the price you have named ? No one sells coke for the price I have named ; 
but that is the price at which we could sell it if there were a demand for large quantities.
1499. Mr. Eegan] You represent the associated coal-mine owners of Lithgow? Yes ; I am Chairman
of the seven collieries there. ,
1500. How many tons a year do you raise ? About 200,000 tons, or something like that.
1501. How much coke do you burn up there ? Only one colliery there is making coke at the present 
time—the Yale Colliery. We really have no outlet for coke now.
1502. AYhat is the reason that there is not much of a demand for coke? Some years ago we erected 
large furnaces for the burning of coke at the Yale of Clwydd Colliery, but tbe expenses and the freight 
were so great that we could not compete against the foreign coke. They could put iu German coke 
cheaper than wo could supply our coke.
1503. Can they do that now ? Well, if the Commissioners came down with the freight and met us, we 
would do it as cheaply as they can, and beat them.
1504. Coke is made out of the small coal, is it not ? It all depends. To make the best coke you have 
to wash the coal.
1505. The small coal is got comparatively cheaply compared with the large coal—you pay the men so 
much a tou for the large coal, while the small coal falls through and is not reckoned? Yes; but we 
cannot get as good a price for the small coal as wo get for the large coal. We sell it at 2s. Gd. a ton.
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1506. But the small coal is the coal mostly used in making coke—you have uot to crush much large coal? 
Tou could not get enough small coal to do anything with it.
1507. How many tons ot coke do you make in the year? We do not make any now. We have left off

26 Aug., 1896. making coke for m£my ycaTS * '

1508. The £1 a ton duty which was placed upon coke was notsufficient to enable you to make it profitably ? 
Ho. Tou must remember that at that time the demand for coke was very small. It is very expensive 
to make coke, and the manufacture will not pay unless there is a large demand.
1509. The duty of £1 a ton which was placed upon coke did not help your firm to make it? Ho; the 
only colliery at Lithgow making coke is the Yale. Mr. Chapman is making coke.
1510. He has a colliery up north? Tes; at Scaham. He represents the Hew Zealand Assets Company.
1511. That Company have the Lithgow Colliery and the Seaham Colliery? Tes.
1512. Is it not a fact that the coke manufactured at Lithgow was inferior both to the Hewcastle coke and 
the imported coke ? I am not aware. Our colliery has not made coke for some years, and therefore I 
cannot speak positively about tho matter.
1513. Would you be surprised to hear it said ? I would not be very surprised. The making of coke

' was a new industry when we took it up, and I do not think we had fair play. We never had a large
demand.
3514. How much a ton are you getting for your coal at tho present time? Different prices. It all 
depends upon where it goes. The price for coal going out west is different from the price of coal going 
south. We “ put in ” coal going south very cheaply, because there is so much competition.
1515. Tou will be surprised to hear that English or German coke can be supplied at Broken Hill for £2 
a ton? Tes.
151G. Tou w'ould not be able to supply coke for that price ? We could supply it at about 32s. a ton, if 
we could get it over to Broken Hill for 16s. 8d. a ton.
1517. Do you know Mr. Wilton, colliery proprietor at Lithgow? Tes, very well.
1518. In giving evidence in regard to the Cobar to Cockburn line, be said, with reference to the Lithgow
coke, “ I understand it does not bear comparison with either the English coke, or (ho coke made at Hew
castle. It requires a special treatment.” Do you hold with that ? Ho ; and I do not know how he 
arrived at his conclusion. Neither he nor I have ever tested the matter practically. He has a pottery 
which uses up all his small coal, ■
1519. Tou could not afford to pay a penny a ton for the conveyance of coal to Broken Hill P Ho.
1520. What is tho capacity of the smelting works which are being erected at Lithgow. They have not 
been erected yet, but 1 believe that they arc going to be very extensive.
1521. Dr. Bcade has a eoal-miue at Singleton ? Tes. He was anxious to come to Lithgow, 1 believe, 
because of tbe quality of the coal there. We made him some overtures, but they did not suit him, and 
be has now established himself at Eskbank.
1522. Is the coal you get at Lithgow as good as the coal in tbe lllawarra and Hewcastle districts ? It is 
altogether a different kind of coal. There is no gas in it, and it is harder, Mr. Eddy speaks very highly 
of it for steaming purposes, though I think tho Metropolitan surpasses it a little. Still he is perfectly 
satisfied with it.
1523. Is it not on account of the price that he is satisfied with it ? Long before be had it at that price 
be was satisfied with it.
1524. Was there no other reason for his satisfaction ? He tested it to see if he could use it for a quick 
service.
1525. Is not Lithgow coal preferred because there is not the same probability of a strike occurring up 
there that there is in other places ? Ho.
1526. Tou would be surprised if you heard that that has been said ? Tou must bear in mind that I am 
acquainted with tbe contracts which have been made with the Government for years past, long before 
there was any trouble, or before the Metropolitan mine was working, and since. 1 imagine that you are 
referring to the contract which we have taken for tho Eveleigh coal.
1527. Yes ; your price was very much lower than that at which any other colliery could supply it ? Well, 
the price pays us.
1528. Supposing the Government were unable fo carry coke to Broken Hill for Id. per ton per mile? 
Well, we could sell the coke at 18s. a ton at the pit’s mouth, so you can easily find out whether we could 
supply coke to Broken Dill if -ad. a mile freight was charged by the Commissioners. It would all depend 
upon what the foreign coke was delivered for.
1529. Coke is much cheaper now than it was five years ago P Tes ; though I have been informed that 
£3 a ton has been naid for it recently.
1530. Mr. Roberts.] Do you appear here as an advocate for the construction of the proposed lino? Ho; 
I have nothing to do with it. I am not interested in it in any way.
1531. I think you came here with the idea that if the line were constructed you might be able to see 
your way as a commercial man to get a good return for any capital yon might invest in sending tho 
productions of your mines to Broken Hill P I think that 1 shall be under tbe ground before any return 
can be reaped from that traffic.
1532. Do yon think that the proposed line would be of any service to your company? Well, tbe benefit 
is very remote.
1533. Have you given any consideration to the matter from that point of view ? Tes ; of course it is 
quite to be understood that if business places wore established along the line, or at Broken Hill, so that 
trade came from there to us, we should benefit by tbe construction of the line.
1534. But you have no particular feeling in the matter P Ho ; I do not suppose that it will concern me.
1535. Mr. Trickett.] I understand that some time ago they did not manufacture good coke in the 
Colony? I am not prepared to say that the indifferent quality of the coke caused us to discontinue ; it 
was rather the smallness of the demand, combined with the high freight.
1536. How that the demand is greater, coke is a payable commodity? There is a little more demand for 
coke, but tbe Vale of Clwydd mine has not gone in for it again.
1537. Does the company which is erecting smelting works at Lithgow intend to buy up ores and smelt 
them there? I am not prepared to say what they intend to do, because I have no connection with tbe

company.
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company. I only know tliafc they came to us to get land, and that, our terms not suiting them, they 
arranged with Mr. Sandford, at Eskbank, who has told me that everything is completed, and that they are 
about to begin. I suppose that all they will do at present will be to treat the Cobar and 8unny Corner ore. _r .
1538. Tliey do not contemplate getting ore from so distant a part of the Colony as Broken Hill? I U®',J 
should think not.

"William McIntyre, Esq., Chief Electoral Officer, Chief Secretary’s Hepartment, sworn, and examined:—
1539. Chairman.] Have you prepared a plan showing the location of population between Condobolin and W. McIntyre, 
Broken Hill, along the route of tho proposed line ? J have a plan showing the several electoral districts Esq. 
through which the proposed line would pass. I have also a short statement, which is as follows :—■ 
 _________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________ 26 Aag., 1896.

Electorate. Electors. Population.

The EacHau ............................................................................................................................... 1,758
1,719
1,785
1,880
2,068

5,421
4,108
5,232
8,500
8,537

Wentworth...............................................................................  . . . . .

Broken Hill .................................................................................................................... .

9,210 31,798

Of the total population, over 22,000 are located fo the west of the Darling .River, leaving under 10,000 
along the route from Condobolin to tbe Darling Jtivor, Tbe principal centres of population are 
Euabalong, Cudgellieo, Hillston, Mossgiel, and Menindie. The population in that part of the Colony is 
about three times the number of people upon the electoral rolls. There are, at least, two males to every 
female out there.
1540. Mr. Fegan^] Ho part of the electorate of "Wilcannia comes within the influence of the line? I 
have only taken tho country within 50 miles on each side of the proposed route. The southern boundary 
of tbe Wilcannia electorate would bo very close to the limit. The only populous centre along the route 
is Hillston. Hone of the other towns have a population of 500.
1541. Is Silverton included? Yes. I have gone right through to the South Australian border.
1542. Chairman.] The blue lines on the map) show the subdivisions of the various electorates, and tho 
figures show the number of electors within those boundaries ? Yes.
1543. To'find the actual population you have multiplied the number of names upon the rolls by three ? 
Ho. The information as to the actual population in electoral divisions was obtained from the police.
1544. After leaving the Lachlan, until you get close to Broken Hill, there does not appear to be a 
population of moro than 3,000 people contiguous to the line ? I should not think that there would be 
more than 10,000 people altogether in the electorates 3 have named, between Condobolin and the Darling.
1545. Your figures embrace pretty well the whole of the population from the Lachlan to tho Darling, 
coming down at the Darling to within approximately 40 miles of tho Murray ? Yes.

"William Henry John Slee, Esq., E.G-.S., Chief Inspector of Mines and Superintendent of Diamond Drills,
Department of Mines, sworn, and further examined :—

1546. Mr. Roberts,] You know the country along the route of the proposed deviation to Hillston? Yes.
1547. Is that good agricultural country? Hone of it can be considered good agricultural country until 
you get near to Hillston.
1548. Which do you think would bo the better route, via Euabalong or via Hillston ? I should think it 
would bn best to take tho line via Mount Hope. An agricultural population settled at Hillston could 26Aus‘’1896, 
supply the Mount Hope district.
1549. Do you thiuk that if the line were taken by way of Euabalong it would assist in the development 
of the Mount Hope mines ? Yes.
1550. Do you look upon that field as a permanent one ? I think that in the future it may bo worked
with more profit than at the present time. 1 have no doubt that a mining population will bo settled there 
for many years to come. '
1551. Is there a settled population there now? There has been a settled population of a few hundreds 
for some years past. The population of the whole district, including Gilgunuia and Mount Allen, is 
about 1,000.
1552. Have the mines been worked to any great depth ? Ho ; not below 300 feet.
1553. Arc there any mineral deposits between Mount Hope and Menindie? Ho ; 30 miles after leaving 
Mount Hope there are no mineral deposits.
1554. Do you not think that if the line, instead of being taken from Condobolin to Menindie, were taken 
to Wilcannia and thence to Broken Hill that would tend to the further development of the mineral 
resources of the district ? My knowledge of the country along both routes loads me to prefer the Cobar 
iine^ 8ucb a line would be more likely to pay than a line from Condobolin through Menindie.
1555. Chairman^] Do you mean for mineral purposes ? Eor mineral purposes.
1556. Mr. Roberts.] What minerals would be likely, to bo discovered between Cobar and Wilcannia?
Copper and gold. 1
1557. Any stiver ? Hot much.
155S. How far from liroken Hill in any direction may further mineral developments be expected?
Going out in tho direction of Wilcannia the mineral country ceases within 25 miles of Broken Hill, 
because the cretaceous formation comes in there. Tho mineral country does not extend any great distance 
out towards Wilcanuia or towards Cobar; but, out towards Milparinka, I think that sooner or later 
mines will be put down right through the district. The whole of that country is a cretaceous sea, and 
here and there arc islands of Silurian rocks in which we get the precious minerals.
1559. What, minerals are obtained at Milparinka and Mount Browne ? Gold and a little opal have been 
found out there; but not in payable quantities. It is all alluvial gold on quartz reef.
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W. H. J. 1560. Are the opals of any value ? The White ClifE opals are, I believe, the best known, and those fields 
res'’ will be found to extend on towards Wilcannia.

1561. How far from Cobar towards Wilcannia is tho district likely to undergo much mineral develop- 
26 Aug., 1S9G, menl' ? ^'or n°t more than 50 or 60 miles. After that the alluvia! country comes in.

’ 1562. Tou think that Broken Hill should be reached by way of Wilcannia in preference to any other
route? Tes ; because I believe that a large population would come into Wilcannia from out Mount 
Browne way. Our opal-fields would feed to a certain extent from Wilcannia.
1563. There is more likely to be a further discovery of minerals close to Cobar than close to Mount 
Hope ? To a large extent, yes.
1564. Tou look upon the Cobar country as being superior to tbe Blount Hope country? Tes; it ia far 
superior, so far as minerals are concerned.
1565. Tou do not think that Blount Hope is of sufficient importance to warrant the construction of a
railway there in preference to an extension from Cobar? 1 would not say that. I think that our mining
industry should be encouraged everywhere. Of the two lines, I would prefer an extension from Cobar as
the most likely to pay.
1560. Js any iron ore to be obtained out in this disfrict ? Iron ore is to be'Obtained near Mount Hope.
1567. Any coal? !STo.
1568. 2Tr. Clarie.] You said yesterday that you could not recommend‘the construction of‘the lihe on
commercial grounds, but that you considered that on national grounds it might he advisable to construct 
it;—what do you mean by national grounds? To encourage the people living in these back countries 
who have to undergo a great deal of hardship and privation, and to enable them to get to civilisation at 
less cost. ,
1569. The population between Hillston and Menindie is very sparse ? Tes, at the present time.
1570. I suppose that there are only a few sheep stations there? That is all. The construction of a 
railway would encourage the settlement of small communities, which would grow into larger communities.
1571. We have it iu evidence that the construction of therailway would mean an annual loss of £40,000;— 
is not that a great deal ? Tee. I would say, do not construct the line as a paying concern. But if the 
Grovernment wish to open up the interior hy the construction of light railways, being content to wait for a 
return, then I say, construct the line. I feel confident that, if the railway is constructed, there will be a 
great loss upon it for many years to come. On national grounds, however, I say that Sydney should be 
connected directly with South Australia. It is only on those grounds that I recommend the line.
1572. Ghairman.1 Cobar is infinitely superior to Mount Hope as a mining centre ? Tes.
1573. Cobar is likely to become a permanent field;—you are doubtful about Mount Hope ? Tes.
1574. Extending west from Cobar, you do not expect much development except in connection with opals? 
Tes.
1575. But north from Broken Hill to Wilcannia, you believe that there will be large mining developments, 
and that it would be wise to have a railway as close to those fields as possible ? Yes.
1576. In your opinion there will be no great mining development in the country between Condobolin and 
Broken Hill ? I do not think so.
1577. That is pretty well the case from a mining standpoint ? Tes. I have been all through that 
country several times.

Alexander Bruce, Esq., Chief Inspector of Stock, Department of Mines, sworn, and examined:—
A. Bruce, 1578. Mr. Hassall.'] Can you give us any information about the country between Condobolin and Broken 

Hill ? 1 know the country partially ; I am not thoroughly well acquainted with it,
or r"'Tficc IbTB. What is the principal form of laud occupation there ? The occupation between Condobolin and 

u®‘* ‘ Broken Hill is pastoral occupation.
’ 1580. What does the country carry—cattle or sheep? Sheep principally.

1581. Have you any idea what its carrying capacity is ? A great deal of it is not very good, and some of 
it is only middling; perhaps you might class it as country which will carry a sheep to every 3 acres.
1582. Is much of the country covered with scrub ? I am not able to say from my personal knowledge, 
but, speaking from hearsay, I know that there is a good deal of scrub in that district. I cannot say 
whether the scrub is exactly on tbe route of the proposed line.
1583. Is the district rabbit-infested ? Tes,
1584. Thickly infested ? In some parts. The lessees are getting pretty large reductions because of the 
rabbits.
1585. Until some steps are taken to do away with the rabbits, the number of cattle and sheep in the 
district is not likely to increase ? Ho ; but I understand that fencing has been erected, and that other 
means are being taken to get rid of the pest. We hope for something from the new legislation we expect.
1586. Does much stock come to Sydney from that district? Some of the stock comes to Sydney, but a 
good deal goes to Victoria, aud some to South Australia. I have a map, the pink tinting upon which 
shows the area from which stock traffic would be drawn to the proposed line. The approximate number 
of stock witbin this area is :—

District Horses, Cattle. Sheep

Wentworth...,............................................................................................. 1,892
1,179

3.223 675,832
Balranald ................. ................... ........................................................... 1,922 294,841

750,553Hillston ..................................................................................................... 3,141 4,602
Condobolin .......... ................................ ................................................ 1,702 3,282 448,786
Ivanhoe .................................................................................................... 1,910 2 272 740.703
Menindie ......... ....................... ........................ ........................ ............. 3,903 fi,4fi6 928,836
Wilcfinnifi ................................................................................................. 2,327 3,902 614,337

Total ................ ............ ........................... 16,054 25,660 4,353,888

Converting cattle into sheep, by counting ten sheep for each head of cattle, I estimate that the number 
of sheep to be removed from the district each year would be 768,429. About 150,000 of these would go 
to Broken Hill; 50,000 to Adelaide; 200,000 to Melbourne; and the balance, a little over 360,000, would

come
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come to Sydney. I have prepared a paper hearing upon thequestionof reduced railway rates on store and 
breeding stock, while being carried in the level outlying dry portions o£ the Colony, which, X think, might 
interest the Committee. It is as follows:—

Reduced railway rates oa Store and Breeding Stock while being carried in the teoel outlying dry portions of the Colony,

It would tie an inestimable boon to onr stock owners in tbe western, north-western, aud northern portions of the Colony, 
who have so frequently to struggle with dry seasons, and at limes severe droughts, if the Railway Commissioners could 
see their way to lower the charge for the carriage of itore and breeding stock, in the level portions of the Colony (say from 
Dubbo to TSonrke, and Junee to Hay and Jerildene), proportionately to the cost of haulage on those portions of the line 
mentioned, hut uot, of course, below a rate which would pay to carry on these portions. The portions referred to lie to 
the north and west of the blue hue shown on the map w hich I have submitted.

I make this suggestion because I understand that on the level country, an engine can take at least twice the load 
that it can from Dubbo or Junee to Sydney, and because I believe that such a course would tend, before long, to greatly 
increase the railway traffic by leading owners in those portions of the Colony to send their store and breeding stock by 
rail, where they were able to reach the train, as it would be greatly to their advantage to adopt that course.

In order, tho better to show what my suggestion is, 1 will suppose that b,000 store sheep, purchased in the country 
to the west or north of Hay, have to be taken to the Young District to be fattened, and that they are trucked from Hay 
to Junee, from which, unless they are to go by rail at ordinary rates, the sheep would proceed to their destination on foot. 
In that case, if tho rates chaigcd by tho Railway Cotmnissionors were such as would induce tho owners of the sheep to 
truck instead of travel, the following advantages weald accrue to him :—

(1.) There would be a great saving of time in getting the sheep to their destination; for while the journey on 
foot, extending to 167 miles, would, travelling at the regulation rate of 6 miles a day. take twenty-eight days, 
that by train, including time, trucking, and unloading, would not occupy' more than one and a half day ; 
and this is a very iniportant advantage.

(2.) The risk of actual loss of sheep on the j'ourncy would be much less by train than by the road. This would 
especially be the case in times of drought, for with low rates owners would not put off sending their sheep to 
the mountains, as they now frequently do, till they are actually starving, when they can got them carried at 
starving rates, but when they in many' cases die by the way.

(3.) But the principal benefit, so far as the owner is concerned, in tracking instead of travelling tho sheep on foot, 
would aiise from the saving of condition, and preventing deterioration of the fleece.

Xow that the travelling stock reserves are almost all under lease (i.e., out of a total of some 8,000,000 acres con
tained in those reserves there are only about 500,000 acres reserved from lease, and 7,500,000 acres under lease), the waste 
aud deterioration going on when stock arc travelled is exceedingly heavy. Indeed, so serious is it that I believe it 
would in many' cases, even in ordinary seasons, pay' owners better (if they' could only' see it) to truck their stock where they 
can do so without going far out of their way, than to travel byr road ; for sheep travelled for twenty-eight or thirty days by 
a road on winch there is little or no feed, would, if they were in no more than fair store condition when they started, he 
“ dog” poor when they reached their destination, and would take perhaps tliree months after they'did so to get into as 
good condition as they were in when they started, thereby losing all that time, and perhaps missing tho beat time of the 
year for fattening. It is one thing to get the sheep home in poor condition, and quite another for them to arrive in good 
condition ; and when in addition to this the deterioration of the fleece through starvation and dust, and by' burrs and other 
noxious weeds picked up by the way, is taken into account, it will be seen that it would, as 1 have said frequently, pay the 
owner better to truck even at the ordinary rates than to travel his sheep by road.

While this is the ease, as there was at one time sufficient pasture by the way, travelling stock did not suffer as they 
now do ; and as their owners have been accustomed to take their store and breeding stock by road, they would uot at first 
be inclined to send them by rail and pay cash, for which they do not see an immediate return. They would, therefore, 
look upon the freight as an extra expense, and it is, I think, necessary that some inducement such as 1 have suggested 
should be held out to lead them to truck, instead of travelling, their sheep on foot to their destination. (See statement 
contrasting traffic by road and rail, appended to this paper.)

I need scarcely point out that if this suggestion, or any modification of it, were considered practicable, and acted on 
it would bring a very large addition to the railway traffic. How much that would be is hard to say, but, to give some 
criterion of the increase which the trucking of store and breeding stock would make to this branch of the traffic, I submit 
the following statement of the stock traffic in 1895, as reported by tbe Inspectors of Stock, and make an attempt at an 
estimate (which, no doubt, is a very uncertain one) of tbe additional stock which would, under such a system, be likely to 
he trucked instead of travelled,

A. Bruce, 
Esq.

26Aug.,1896.

Tentative Estimate of increase of Railway Sheep Traffic if snggeation ivere acted on.
Stock Traffic for the whole Colony, as reported hy the Inspectors of Stock for 1S05...................... 21,000,000

Less

Say, one-half for same lot of sheep having been reported by more than one inspector 12,000,000
Sheep which cannot reach the train ................................................................................ 3,000,000
Sheep which leave Colony on foot ................................................................................... 1,000,000
Sheep which are now carried hy rail................................................................................ 4,000,000

■ ------------ 20,000,000

Possible increase of trucking............................................ 4,000,000
According, therefore, to this tentative estimate, there are 4,000,000 sheep in the Colony not now put on the train 

to be moved from one place to another, which might, if their owners chose, be conveyed in that way to their destination j 
and if this estimate is at all near the mark, the portion of that number which would be in the country to which it is 
suggested tho reduction of freight should apply, might, it is thought, be put at one-half (say) 2,000,000, plus the Queens
land traffic, 1,000,000. = a x J 1

The Inspectors’leports show that during 1895 the largest stock (cattle) traffic amounted to (say) 1,300,000, and, 
estimating one head of large stock as equal to ten sheep, that would make the large stock equal to (say) 13,000,000 sheep, 
and that, again, taken in the same proportion as estimated above, would make 1,275,000 sheep to be added to the 3,000,000 
there shown, and making a total traffic equal to 4,275,000 sheep in the dry jiart of the Colony,

Stock Traffic by Road and Rail contrasted.
By Hoad.

Droving 5,000 sheep from Hay to Junee—167 miles, at 6 miles per day = 28 days, at £3
per 1,000 jier week .................................................................................................................

Waste of condition of the sheep, at rate of Jib. per day =3A lb. each -- 17,500 lb. at fd.
per lb....................................................................................... 1.................................................

Deterioration of the fleece by dust, starvation, and noxious weeds—taking the fleeces at 
0 mouths, and 2| lb. each, and tho difference in the value of tbe wool at Jd. per lb. =
2-ji-d. per sheep, and on 5,000 ...............................................................................................

Risk or loss and deaths of sheep by the way through accident, carelessness of drover, want
of food or water, &c. (say) J jicr cant. = 25, at 5s..............................................................

Loss of time as compared with rail (say) 2GJ days.

£ s. 
00 0

54 13

42 19 

6 5

d. £ s. d. 
0

9

4

0
- £163 IS 1

_ By Bail.
Yarding and tracking 5,000 sheep at Hay ...............................................................................
Railway freight at ordinary rate on 5,000 sheep from Hay to Junee, 1G7 wiles, 50 tracks,

at £4 7s. 9d, per truck ...........................................................................................................
Unloading at Junee .......................................................................................................................

5 0 0

•219 7 G 
2 10 0

Deduct—
Reduction as suggested (say), one-third on railway freight

226 17 0 
73 2 fi

----------------  £153 15 0

£10 3 1
I
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I prepared that paper because I could see that the prospects of the line would depend largely upon the 
stock traffic, which is a very important and a constant traffic. If anything of the kind I suggest could 
he done, I think it would help the extension of our railways, not only into this district, hut in other 
directions.
1587. In the event of the line being extended to Broken Hill, what great stock routes would it tap? A 
good deal of the Queensland traffic and stock from the northern part of South Australia comes in by 
way of Wompah, and Tiboohurra. Then it should catch tho Hungerford traffic. The traffic from the central 
part of Queensland making for the Darling comes in at Barrjngun. It is a long distance from the pro
posed line to Melbourne, and a good way to South Australia, so that the railway would havo a chance of 
drawing the traffic to Sydney.
1588. Ton think that it wmuld be more profitable to send the stock by rail to Sydney than to drive it on 
to Melbourne or to Adelaide ? Tes, at times.
1589. The Victorian stock tax would tend to divert stock to Sydney? Tes; so long as the Victorian 
stock tax is continued there will be little prospect of stock for export going to Victoria.
1590. Do you think that it is likely that large consignments of fat stock coming in from Queensland 
would pass the points you have mentioned ? Tes ; a good deal of stock comes over at Hungerford and 
also at Tiboohurra.
1591. Whatever stock crossed there, would he in addition to what wmuld ho attracted from the area tinted 
pink on your map ? Tes.*
1592. Chairman?] Will you send the Committee any information you may have in regard to the existence 
of a stock tax in South Australia ? Tes.
1593. Mr, Lee.-\ The existing stock routes arc largely used hy sheep and cattle coming in to our western 
raihvay system ? Tes ; most of the cattle coming from Queensland cross at Barringun.
1594*. Large numbers of cattle come in from Queensland every year? Tes.
1595. The Sydney market ia very largely supplied with Queensland cattle ? Tes ; both store and fat cattle 
are introduced.
1596. Is the traffic likely to he affected in the future by the spread of tho tick ? A very large portion of 
Queensland is still open country. All the country south of the central raihvay from Kockbampton to 
Long reach is open.
1597. But if the tick spreads south is it not likely that this Colony will prevent the Queensland cattle 
from crossing? Tes; the crossing of cattle may he prohibited, but I think that it is not unlikely that 
cattle will be allowed to come in after they have been dipped.
1598. AVili not the dipping be almost impossible upon a largo scale ? Ho; they can dip 800 in a day. 
The cattle will have a 40-ft. swim,
1599. The shutting out of the Queensland cattle would take a large amount of traffic from our railways, 
and would mean the loss of a large revenue? The loss of a considerable revenue.
1600. Tou know the Darling country pretty well? I have been at Wilcannia.
1601. How many sheep do you think there wmuld be within 100 miles on each side of the proposed line ? 
There are 4,000,000 sheep in the area tinted pink upon the map which I have produced.
1602. The stock from this district nowr finds its way either to the Sydney market, or to intermediate 
chilling and preserving works ? Tes ; there is a place of the kind you mention at Carrathool, and another 
on the river. The only other place very far west is that at Bourke.
1603. Would the extension of the railway to Broken Hill have the effect of establishing more of these 
works? I think that preserving works would be established at Menindie.
1604. Why at Menindie? It is good country there, and, having regard to the present drift of the traffic,
it is a good centre. ■
1605. Tou have inquired very closely into the frozen and general meat export trade ? Yes.
1606. Is it going to develop ? Certainly.
1607. That means that more works will be established close to the pastures P Tes.
1603. Tho district where the proposed railway would traverse is one where sheep can always be obtained? 
Tes ; though the seasons are rather irregular.
1609. But, on the whole, that district would furnish a fair_supply of fat stock? Tes ; and works of the 
kind you refer to would meet the irregularities of the seasons. Whenever the pastoralists have a great 
number of fat stock the stock could be sent to these w'orks,
1610. At the present time, when they have a good season, there is no market for the stock ? They have 
a long way to go for a market.
1611. The stock are kept on hand until a great many of them die, because of a bad season ? The paddocks 
get over-stocked and perish in dry seasons.

THURSDAY,

* Note (on revision)The fluty on stock from this Colony entering South Australia is as follows : Cattle, £1 per 
he.nl; horses, £2 per head ; sheep, Is. per head ; aud p\ga, ia. per head.



905

Minutes, of evidence—railway from condoholin to broken hill. 61
f K

THUllSBA T, 27 AVGUST, 1896. 

IJresTnt:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Hhmphery. 
The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. "William Joseph Teickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Erascis Augustus Weight, Esq.

The Committoe further considered the proposed Hallway from Condoholin to Broken Hill.

Henry Chamberlain© Bussell, Esq., C.M.G., B.A., Government Astronomer, sworn, and examined:—
1612. Chairman.] Have you brought a map showing the rainfall on the country between Condoholin and H- 
Broken Hill? I have here a map showing the average rainfall during a series of years upon the country EEq.^ChM.G., 
Jying within 50 or 60 miles on each side of the route of the proposed line, and another map showing the
average monthly distribution of rain in the same district.* 27 Aiw. 189G.
1613. How does the rainfall vary between Condoholin and Broken Hill ? At Condoholin the rainfall is ° ’ 
from 20 to 21 inches, while the rainfall at Broken Hill is about 9^ inches. The decrease is remarkable
for its regularity, and this is accounted for by the fact that there is no high land between the two places ; 
the presence of high land is one of the chief causes of variation in rainfall. In the part of the country 
to which we are referring the rainfall is distributed pretty equally throughout the year. In the district 
north of Bourke the rainfall in the first half of the year is better than the rainfall in the second half of 
the year; while in the southern districts, about Narrandera. the reverse conditions prevail, making the 
latter country very favourable to the growth of wheat, which the former is not.
1614. So far as the rainfall is concerned, the Condobolm district is more suitable for wheat-growing than 
the north-western district ? Tea.
1615. If you gave us information with regard to the distribution of rain at Hillston, could we take that 
■as a fair example of the character of the distribution throughout the district ? , You would get about the 
mean at Hillston.
1616. The totals being greater to the east and less to the west ? Yes ; the average monthly distribution is 
a degree above, and a degree above Hillston is, in January, 1'55 inches; in February, 1'27 inches ; in 
March, 1'59 inches ; in April, 1'77 inches ; in May, TS5 inches ; in June, L33 inches ; in July, 0‘92 
inches; in August, 1'42 inches ; in September, l-23 inches; in October, 1'45 inches; in November, 1'30 
inches ; and in December, l-34 inches. The records extend over a period of about sixteen years.
1617. Were there any very dry seasons during that period ? Yes; there have been several, but I have 
no particulars with me about them. The rainfall in a very dry season is about 50 per cent, less than the 
average rainfall.f
1618. "What is the total rainfall at Hillston ? 161 inches.
1619. That rainfall is sufficient for wheat-growing, other conditions being favourable? Well, 16i- inches 
is about as small a quantity of rain as would permit of wheat-growing.
1620. Any place west of Hillston would be too dry for wheat ? Yes; of course, in particular years 
wheat might he grown out there, and plants might bo cultivated which would thrive with a small rainfall; 
but ordinary cereals, such as wheat and corn, could not be profitably grown west of Hillston.
1621. If there is no artesian water between Hillston and Meuindie, it is not probable that there will ever 
be any close settlement between those places unless we have a population there engaged in mining ? The 
natural distribution of rain there makes it unlikely that a dense population would be able to find the 
means of living in that district.
1622. How much is the rainfall lessened when you get to Mossgiel ? Nearly 2 inches.
1623. At Mossgiel the rainfall is less than is necessary for the successful cultivation of wheat? If the 
rain fell in the latter part of the year it might be possible to grow wheat there; but, as a matter of 
fact, it is pretty evenly distributed throughout the year.
1624. What you have said about Hillston will apply lo Mount Hope ? Yes; the difference in rainfall 
between the two places would not be appreciable.
1625. Are you aware if the mining operations at Mount Hope are affected by the smallness of the rainfall 
there ? Personally, I do not know whether they have any difficulty in obtaining water ; but intervals of 
several months often occur between useful rains, during which a very large amount of evaporation would 
take place, and, unless great care were exercised in storing the water, the tanks would dry up.
1626. How does the Wilcannia rainfall compare with the Menindie rainfall ? The average rainfall for 
the year at Wilcannia is 11^ inches, and at Menindie 10^ inches. The difference is due to the difference 
in longitude, Menindie being further west than Wilcannia.

1627.

* Note (on rtvixion):—The average monthly rainfall for one degree north and south of Hillston and Condoholin would 
he—Hillston : January, 1‘55; February, 1‘2? ; llarch, 1‘59 ; April, 1'77 ; May, 1‘85; June, 1‘23; July, 0‘92; August, 
1'42 ; September, 1 "23 ; October, 1 ‘45 ; November, 1‘30 ; 'December, ] 31, Condoholin : January, 2 03; February, 2‘00 ; 
March, 1 ‘81; April, 1 ‘63 ; May, 2'01; Juno, 1 '63 ; July, 1'12 ; August, D73 ; September, 1‘61 ; October, D80; November, 
1 ‘64 : December, 2'CIO.

1 Note {on reoision) Rainfall observations made at Rooberoi, F.uabalong, and Lake Cudgellico, New South 
Wales, during the year 1S88, the diiest year ever recorded :—Booberoi, near Lake Oudgollieo—January, 0‘18 ; February, 
Dll; March, 0‘05 ; April, 0'14; May, !‘42; June, 0 30; July, 0'71 ; August, 0'06 ; September, D49; October, O'll; 
November, 0'17 ; December, 1 '69 ; total for year 1888, 7'43 inches ; average for all years, 19'10 inches. Euabalong, near 
Lake Cudgellico—January, 0'34 ; February, D31 ; March, 0'13 ; April, nil; May, D84 ; June, 0'05 ; July, 0'62 ; August, 
nil; September, 1 '69 ; October, 0'10 ; November, 0'29 ; December, 2 04 ; total for year 1888, S'41 inches ; average for all 
years, 19'GO inches. Lake Cudgellico, during the worst drought recorded—January, 0'18 ; February, 2'S3 ; March, nil; 
April, 0'12; May, 2'09 ; June, 0'34 ; July, 0'34; August, 0-44; September, 0'63 ; October, 0'09 ; November, 0'34 ; 
December, DOG; total for year 1888, 9'06 inches ; average for all years, 1S'92 inches. I cannot obtain full particulars 
abont Lake Cudgellico. The area I find is about 2J scjuate miles, but I have no measure of the depth of the water. 
Mr. J. 11. Holding, postmaster, Wilcannia, a very old resident of that part of the Darling, informs me that Lake Menindie 
.does not get brackish as it dries out, but remains fresh to the last. The reason for this is that it only fills in the very 
highest floods when the river water is quite fresh.
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Eso^'csTg'’in t.hecoimtrj traversed by a line from Cobar via Wilcannia to Broken Hill 
B.A. ' ’ d™er vei7 much from the rainfall on the country between Condoholin and Broken Hill? Ho; the 

rainfall at Cobar is about an inch more than the rainfall at Hillston,
27 Aug., 1896,1623. The remarks you made with regard to the proposed line would apply pretty well to a lino via Cobar, 

except that Cobar itself has a little better rainfall than Hillston? Yes. I do not know whether the 
Committee have before them the facts connected with an attempt to conserve water in Menindie Lake 
some years ago. In 1890, during the big flood in the Darling, water was allowed to flow into Menindie 
Lake, and it was stated that 100 square miles of water, 13 or 14 feet deep over a great part of the 
surface, were thus stored. As to Lake Cowal, 1 do not know if the Committee are aware that a good deal 
of irrigation has been carried on there by means of water taken from the lake. Lake Cowal is about 
40 miles south-east of CondoboLin.
1629. Is the lake filled by the overflowing of the Lachlan ? I think not, unless on very rare occasions. 
Its great supply seems to come from the Yeo Yeo and Manna Creeks, which drain the country about 
Grenfell and Young.
1630. Do you know anything about the state of Lake Cudgellico and Lake Cowal in dry weather? Lake 
Cudgellico is much smaller than Lake Cowal, which, I believe, is about 18 miles long and 5 or 6 miles wide.
1631. Have you any record as to the quantity of water stored there? Ho; I have no measures of the 
late, I have measures of a lake of a similar size—Lake George—but the climate there is different. 
l!)32. You express no opinion as to the permanency of Lake Cowal and Lake Cudgellico ? Ho.
1633. Did yon ever hear that Lake Menindie or any of these lakes became brackish ? Ho; but I know 
that the wrater generally becomes brackish whenever a lake is drying up. lu Lake George the water 
becomes so brackish that it is poisonous for human beings to drink.

Henry Taylor, Esq., Officer-in-Charge, Babbit Branch, Department of Lands, sworn, and examined :—
1634. Chairman.] Have you a personal knowledge of this country? Yes; but I have not a very vivid 
recollection of it. It is some years since I was there.

27 Aug., 1896. 'L63,'5; 9an l"011 S’ve us any information as to the operations of the Department for the extermination of 
rabbits in that part of the country ? The operations of the Government in that direction have been 
suspended for the last six or seven years.
1036. Mr, Roberts.] Have you ever been over the route of the proposed line? I have been to Broken 
Hill, and I have been along the Darling as far as Menindie, and from Menindie across to Hillstozr and 
^Vari'Ioe' an<* to Say. I have never been down the Lachlan as far as Condoholin.
1637. But coming from Menindie, you have been as far as Hillston ? Yes.
1638. 'What is the character of the country about Hillston ? So far as I recollect, it is mostly covered 
with the coarser kind of Bait-bush and blue-bush.
1639. Would it be suitable for growing wheat ? I do not think so. My impression of it is that it is land 
which, under existing conditions, is suitable only for grazing purposes.
1640. What is the character of the country between Meuindie and Mossgiel ? I can only describe it as 
rather level country, and covered with the ordinary edible scrubs—bine-bush, cotton-hush, and salt-bush. 
Its carrying capacity is very limited.
1641. Is it fairly good pastoral country ? So much depends upon seasons. Sometimes it is very had. I 
suppose that the average carrying capacity may be put down at one sheep to 6 or 7 acres.
1642. Can you give the Committee any information as to the trouble to which the squatters have been 
put by reason of the rabbits ? Almost the whole of the country from Hillston to Broken Hill has been 
the scene of very extensive operations, both on the part of the pastoral lessees and the Government 
having in view the destruction of the rabbits.
1643. For how many years past? Since 1884.
1644. Can you tell the Committee how much has been expended by the Government in endeavouring to 
exterminate the rabbits in that part of the country? I could tell you, in round figures, the expenditure 
which has been incurred in the whole of the country lying west of Albury on the south aud of Barringun 
on the north : but it would take some time to ascertain how much has been spent upon the properties 
through which the proposed lino would pass.
104L What has been the result of these efforts to suppress the rabbits ? In that district some hundreds 
of miles of wire-netting fences have been erected at considerable expense, aud most of the known 
methods of rabbit destruction have been resorted to—poisoning the water, poisoning sticks, poisoning 
pollard, and suffocating by means of bi-sulphide of carbon; hut I think that Providence is chiefly answer
able for the destruction of the rabbits there. The severe droughts, and consequent want of water, have 
done more to destroy them than anything else. In times of drought I have seen the rabbits m such a 
poverty-stricken condition that they could not get out of the way,
1616. What is the state of the country now? Last summer was a very disastrous one, both for the 
rabbits and for the sheep : but tbe cool season of the year, and the existence of more favourable conditions, 
are allowing the rabbit to breed up again.
1647. Has the stock-carrying capacity of the runs been improved during the last few years ? I think it 
has depreciated.
1648. Because of the rabbits ? Yes, and because of the severity of the seasons.
1649. Are there signs of improvement in the country between Menindie and Mossgiel ? I suppose that 
the country is being improved by the erection of fences aud the construction of tanks and wells.
1650. Is any grass to be seen there? T think very little. My recollection is that it is not a grass- 
produemg country.
1651. Would the construction of the proposed railway lead to the improvement of the runs ? I suppose 
that the railway would improve any holding in the immediate' vicinity, but whether the construction of 
the proposed line would prove beneficial to the community at large is very doubtful.
1652. Do you think that if the railway were constructed the rabbits, instead of being destroyed, might 
form a valuable article for export ? I do not think so. I do not think that the class of food which the 
rabbit gets out there would make the carcase a marketable commodity.
1653. Have they to live upon the salt-bush and the cotton-bush ? In the dry time the bark of the sandal
wood is a great food for them. . , 1654.
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1654. Is it not a fact that shipments of rabbits to Ed gland have proved successful ? I do not hnow that
they have proved successful; but I huow that shipments have been made from places in the vicinity of 
Narrandera and Hay. The country is better down there. The for d of the rabbit in the district to which 
I am alluding deteriorates the quality of the flesh, and depreciates the value of the skin. The animal is 
less furred and the skin is lighter. _ _
1655. Having been over the country, do you feel inclined to give an opinion as to the advisability of con
structing the line ? I do not think that my opinion would be of much value. I have been across to 
Broken Hill by way of Adelaide, and I have been along ihc boundary from "Wentworth. 1 should think 
that the country would have to be more setiled in order lo make the construction of ihe railway profilable. 
It would all resolve itself into a question of trade between Menindie and Broken Hill and Broken Hill 
and Adelaide.
1656. Do you think that the construction of the railway would increase the production of wool between 
Menindie and Mossgiel? I. do not think so, unless it conduced to greater settlement.
1657. You think that the land is so inferior that the probability of increased production is rather remote ? 
I should think so. I think a man would want a very large area to be able to make a living by growing 
wool.
1658. Chairman.'] Had you any knowledge of this country before the advent of the rabbits? No ; my
personal inspection of the country dates to seven years back. _
1659. Taking tbe country right through from Hillston to Broken Hill, would you say that its average 
carrying capacity was a sheep to 8 acres ? Yes.
1660. Mr. Wright] Can you tell us what the sqnattages about the Willandra are assessed at? I do not 
know.
1661. Your statement as to the area required to feed a sheep is based upon what you have seen of the 
country ? Yes ; and from conversations which I have had with pastoralists from time to time.
1662. Mr. Bumphery.] You know the country round Hillston ? I have been to Hillston, '
1663. What is the average carrying capability of the country immediately round Hillston? Taking the 
district all round, I should say that it would not he capable of carrying more than one sheep to every 
6 acres.

U. Taylor, 
lisq. '

27 Aug., 1896.

James George Carroll, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined :—
1664. Chairman] You represent the Lachlan electorate in the Legislative Assembly, Hillston being 3. (4. Carroll, 
pretty well tbe centre of that electorate ? Yes.
1665. Have you a good knowledge of the Lachlan district, and the country further to the west ? I have
a knowledge of the country from Condoholin on the south side, and then on along the route of the u"'' ‘
proposed line for nearly 2u0 miles.
1666. Do you know the country from Condoholin to Mount Hope ? I know it from the boundary of my
electorate. _
1667' How far west to Condoholin is the boundary of your electorate? I join the Condoholin electorate 
at 30 miles south. I know the country then for 100 miles north of the Lachlan, going out towards 
Nymagee and towards Mossgiel.
1C6S. Do you know the country on the northern side of the river from about Euabalong, going north ?
Yes; 12 miles up from Euabalong.
1669. From Euabalong, going in a westerly direction, to a point pretty well half-way betweenIvanhoe and 
Menindie? About 20 miles past Ivanhoe.
1670. From Hillston, going east, you know the Lake Cudgellico country, and on to Condoholin? Yes.
1671. South-easterly, you know the country from Hillston to Wyalong, and on to Temora? Yes.
1672. Duo south, you know the country from Hillston to Carrathool ? Yes.
1673. And for a considerable distance south-west from Hillston towards Wentworth ? Yes.
1674. Mr. Blade] What is your opinion of the country within the area you have described;—is it fit for 
agricultural purposes ? Yes; portions of it.
1675. I presume they are not limited in area? No. A t Hillston tbe land on tbe south side of the river 
is more suitable for wheat-growing than for any other purpose I know. Between Hillston and Mossgiel 
the land is splendid country for pastoral purposes.
1676. Open country? Open country.
1677. Some of that counlry is fairly adapted for agriculture? Yes; some of it is. We find that the land 
which grows wheat well will only carry a few stock. On the northern side of the river tbe land is assessed 
at from 2d. to 3d. an acre, or a little more—that is, between Hillston and Mossgiel—while Id, an acre is a 
good price far the country on the south side of the river. Tbe land from Lake Cudgellico to Hillston, 
with the exception of the hills and the flooded country, is all suitable for wheat-growing.
1C7S. On the other side of Mossgiel, beyond Ivanhoe, the land begins to deteriorate somewhat? Yes.
1679. It begins to fade away into the scrub country ? Yes.
1680. But it is fairly good pastoral country ? Yes, in the Lachlan district.
1681. Are there patches which are fit for agriculture ? There are patches here and there.
1682. What would you say was the extent of those patches ? I could not say. When the land was 
thrown open in 1885 nearly every portion available was taken up immediately, whereas in other places it 
is still open.
1683. The eyes of the country have been picked out for agricultural occupation ? Well, the great rush
was to get country for stock. ■
1684. They are not using the land for agriculture? Yery little. At Mossgiel they get their flour and 
their chaff from the Lachlan. I do not say that the land would not produce these things, but the people 
do not go in for growing them.
1685. What encouragement would they require to induce them to go in for agriculture? Well, the
people over there go in for stock. ■
1686. Why—because it pays them better, or because it is less troublesome ? There are 10,000 acres in 
homestead leases, and a great deal of that area is held by people who gave up cultivating, in order to go in 
for sheep-farming.
1687. When yon speak of stock, do you mean sheep solely ? Yes.

1688.
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1688. Do you think that on such small areas sheep-grazin" pays ? Well, latterly the prices have been so 
poor that it has not been paying either on large or on small areas. The people there are too far from a 
market.
1689. Do they grow wool only, or do they also snpply the meat market? They supply the meat market. 
They drove their sheep to Hay and to Carrathool, and truck them from there.
1690. How is the road from Hay to Hillston ? It is rather a good road at times.
1691. It is always a good road in good weather ? Yes ; but the country being soft, the rain soon spoils it.
1692. That country would he crab-holey in places? Yes, particularly getting on to the Hay side.
1693. You know the country beyond Ivanhoe and towards Menindie only by repute? Yes.
1694. It has the name of being a very inferior class of country ? Yes ; on Clare Station the homestead 
leases have been taken up, but at Kilfera none have been taken up, although 100,000 acres have been 
available since the 1884 Act was passed.
1695. Do you know of any wheat having been grown in that locality ? Most of the settlers and squatters 
about Mossgiel generally go in for a stack for their own use, but not for sale.
1696. Have you any idea how many bushels to the acre that land returns ? At Hillston, for about five or 
six years, tbe average yield was, I think, over 14 bushels. I have been told by a farmer that some of the- 
scrub land has given as much as 32 bushels to the acre.
1697. Have you any idea of the sheep-carrying capacity of the country between Condoholin and Ivanhoe,. 
taking the average ? I could not give you the average; the country varies very much.
1698. Give us the average of the most favourable portions ? The best portion is between Hillston and!
Mossgiel. ■ That is tbe best sheep country. '
1699. How many acres are required to carry a sheep ? I think they allow from 3 to 4 acres there,
1709. The best land would carry a sheep to every 3 or 4 acres ? Yes.
1701. AVhat is the carrying capacity of the worst land ? When you get into the mallee, it is hard to say 
what the carrying capacity of the country' is, particularly since the rabbits came, because they have inter
fered so much with the edible scrubs.
1702. Would you say that the worst land would only carry a sheep to 10 acres ? Well; station-managers- 
and others, who are supposed to know more about stock than I do, are not able to agree as to what the 
timbered country will carry. On the north side of the river 1 have known the selectors to run a sheep to 
the acre on a small piece of ground.
1703. You could not say definitely what the carrying capacity of the worst land is ? No.
1704. You think it might be something over one sheep to 10 acres ? I cannot tell you how many acres 
it would take to keep a sheep in certain parts of the country.
1705. You have already said that the land on the south side of the river is superior to that on the north 
side ? T’or cultivation.
1706. As a rule, tho land in that locality, which is best adapted for agriculture, is not so well adapted for 
pastoral purposes as some of the other land ? That is so.
1707. It does not carry so much edible scrub ? The land between Mossgiel and Hillston is nearly all 
plain country, cotton-bush and salt-bush shrubs growing upon it. The scrubby country is upon tho south 
side of the river.
1708. But your evidence was that some of the country that was best adapted for agriculture, was not so 
well adapted for pastoral purposes, and 1 understood you to say that that was because it did not carry so 
much of the edible shrubs, by which, I understood you to mean, blue-bush, salt-bush, cotton-bush, and so 
on ? It is admitted that land which grows timber is always hotter for cultivation.
1709. Do you mean big timber r Well, of course, if it grows big timber it shows that it is strong land.
1710. Land may carry a good deal of scrub, and yet not bo at all suitable for agriculture? I have known
them to grow wheat upon the plain country, and also upon the timbered country, and it seems to be 
always fairly successful. “
1711. To the best of your belief, the best agricultural land is found south of the river, and in the 
neighbourhood of Hillston ? Yres.
1712. That land has not yet been put to its best use ? No ; but there are a good many farmers there who 
grow wheat and other things. "
1713. But they hardly grow it for market—more for their own use? They make their living by it 
There is a flour-mill in Hillston, and when they over-produce, they take their grain 50, 60, or 70 miles by 
team to the railway. Round Mossgiel, they grow only for their own use, but at Hillston they gave up- 
sheep-farming and went in for wheat-growing. They found that, on a small area, especially where the 
country was timbered, they could not live by sheep-farming.
1714. Do you think that the construction of the proposed railway would give an impetus to the farming 
industry? Ido.
Itl5. Do you think it would be justifiable to construct a railway through the most fertile parts of this 
district without carrying it further on towards Broken Hill ? Of course, if wc did not make it a national 
line, a light line would do.
1716. A. light line would serve tho requirements of the district? Y'es ; and I think the district is entitled 
to such a line.
1717. You know the country north of Euabalong well ? Yes.
1718. The land at the back of Euabalong is not fit for agriculture? T would not sav that it is not, but
that land lies in the Western Division. "
1719. It is fair pastoral country ? It requires a lot of ringbarking and scrubbing. The scrub is very bad
in places. I have known of good crops being grown there. A gentleman there goes in for cultivation 
very successfully. '
1720. North or south of Euabalong? About 3 miles south of the township. It is on Euabalong Station.
1721. Do you know Mount Hope 7 Yes.
1722. What is your opinion of the permanency of that field? The miners about there say that there is-
plenty of copper ore, but I am not a practical miner, so that I cannot speak of my own knowledge. The
place being so far inland, and the cost of carriage being great, they have never properly gone in for 
mining there for many years past. '
1723. Do they treat the ore on the ground ? They smelt it there.
1724. Are they able to smelt it successfully ? It depends upon tbe price. A few years ago the price of

copper
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copjicr was £90 a ton, and then it came down to below £'JjO a ton. The distance from the market being J-Jp. Carroll, 
so great, the mining industry there has almost as good as stopped. ' ’
1725. Is tho copper pure, or is it found in conjunction with other minerals ? They make pure copper. 27Aiie~1896 
172G. G’here is not a percentage of gold in it? There was at one time, when they got the iron flux from ‘
Mount Allen. Now that Mount Allen has developed into a gold-mine, 1 do not think that any gold, is 
found in the copper. There arc two copper-miucs at Mount Hope, the first of which has been working 
for, I suppose, twelve or‘fifteen years.
1727. Do you know how many men there are on the field now ? There are not many there now. A few 
years ago Mount Hope carried a population of, I suppose, 2,000, but I think that not more than 500 or 
600 people would be settled there now, including children. There are two schools there.
1728. Is the falling off in population due to the fact that the mines are partially w'orked out, or that 
there is a want of proper conveniences for working them ? I take it that it is because of the want of 
proper conveniences.
1729. Do you think that if they had better communication with larger centres of civilisation the popula
tion would increase ? I think so. There are men who have been out there from the very first, and they have 
great faith in the place. They seem to think that tho ore is plentiful enough. It it said that there are 
other copper finds about there; but copper is of so little value now that they have not bothered 
with them.
1730. How far is Mount Allen from Mount Hope ? Ten or 12 miles.
1731. It is a gold-field ? Yes.
1732. How many men are there there ? I am not able to tell you how many men are working there now.
There is a small township, with two hotels, a school, and some residences. ■ .
1733. Were you favourably impressed with tho prospects of Mount Allen? I have no interest in tho 
place, so that I am not able to say what its prospects are. I believe that tho deposits are very patchy.
1 was there when the place was opened four years ago, and I saw the stone dollied.
1734'. Dow long have you known the district ? I went to the Lachlan in 1876, and in 1879 I went round 
Cowan Downs. Mount Hope was not opened then,
1735. Has tho rainfall during most of the time you have spent in the district been sufficiently heavy for 
agriculture ? AYe have had several droughts, but after the drought broke up in 1888 until last year the 
people were able to grow a crop every year, and even last year the crop was not a complete failure. One 
man had as good a crop last year as ho ever had, but he was nu exception.
1736. AVith live or six good seasons in succession the people there would be able to run the risk of a bad 
season ? Some of them think that they do better in a had season, because they get better prices.
1737. Mr. Hitmplwri/.'] I believe you gave evidence during the inquiry into the proposal to extend a rail
way from Temora to AYyalong, and that yon said that you n ere familiar with all the holdings within 100 
miles of Hillston? Yes, pretty well.
1738. Can you say how many selectors there arc engaged in cultivating the land, or in grazing sheep,
between Condobolin and Hillston ? No. _
1739. Has there been an increase or a decrease in their number since the Wyalong inquiry ? There has 
been no rush for land lately. Arery few selections have been taken up.
1740. Has there been any increase in cultivation during the last five or six years ? The cultivation around
Hillston is increasing every year. *
1741. How many' acres are there under cultivation at the present time? 1 am not able lo say.
1742. Any large area? Lower down than 11 Alston, perhaps 30 miles further down, towards Gunbar, 
there is a man who has over 1,009 acres under cultivation.
1743. AVTicrc does he send his produce? Principally to Carrathool,
1744. AYhat distance is that ? I should say that he would have to go 50 miles.
1745. Do you think that he would send his produce to Hillston if the railway wont there ? Yes ; there 
is a belt of country round there where all the farmers are cultivating.
1746. AATien that man sends his produce to Carrathool, where does it go to afterwards ? To Sydney.
1747. Are there not some very large stations close to Hillston, or between Hillston and Mossgiel ? Ares.
1748. AVhat distance from Hillston is Trida Station ? Sixty miles, or a little more, north-west.
1749. And AYillandra ? That run begins within a few miles of Hillston.
1750. How many sheep are shorn there ? They have shorn 200,000,
1751. How many have they shorn at Trida ? I do not remember.
1752. At Mossgiel? They' have shorn a great number of sheep there.
1753. Where does the wool go from those stations ? Mostly to Melbourne.
1754. Do you think that the wool would come to Sydney if the railway were extended beyond Condobolin ?
Yos.
1755. Is it probable that any of that wool will come to Sydney if the railway is only taken to Condobolin ?
They go down to Hay now, and unless great inducements were offered by the Commissioners, the trade 
would not be diverted. Now they can always put it on the steamers at Hay and send it by river to 
Echuca.
1756. AYhat is the most distant point westward to which the railway could bo extended with a prospect 
of a profitable return ? Unless the railway had a better destination than through my electorate, it would 
not bo advisable to take it very far. The population out there is very small, particularly as you get 
further west.
1757. You think that the lino should not stop between Condobolin and Broken Hill ? It appears to mo 
that a lino to Broken Hill would be a good national line.
1758. AYhat is the most distant point to which the railway might be carried with the hope of a profitable 
return? The land for about 75 miles west from Hillston is all good land, especially for pastoral purposes.
During reasonable seasons it is not possible to get better sheep than they get there. They are healthy 
and sound, there being no disease either in the sheep or in the country.
1759. Is it your opinion that the whole of the produce from the district 70 miles west of Hillston would 
be earned by the proposed railway? Yes, 1 should say so, if it were constructed.
1760. That produce would come to Sydney instead of going to Victoria? It would all have to come this 
way. The people Ihere have more inclination to deal with Sydney now than they had formerly.
1761. Ybu say that you do not think any traffic would come to Sydney from beyond Mossgiel?
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no'*: tHnt so, because of tbe competition with the rivers. Xou could go a little further than Mossgiel— 
20 miles further, perhaps. .

27 Aug., 1896, 1^62. Mr. Clarke.] Tou are not acquainted with the country between Mossgiel and Menindie ? No.
’ 1763. What area of land is likely to be put under cultivation between Condobolin and Hillston ? I could

not say; but if tho railway were made there would be a rush to take up land there. Nearly all the land 
on the south side of the river would grow wheat.
1761. Is the land near Condobolin better adapted for wheat-growing than the land at Hillston? I am 
not able to speak of tbe country further up ; but J understand that they grow good wheat at Condobolin. 
There is very little cultivation around Lake Cudgellico, but the land there is suitable for cultivation. The 
people of Hillston are Victorian farmers, and go in for cultivation. The others are older residents, and 
go m very little for cultivation. ■ _
1765. Tho country you speak of is held principally under pastoral lease ? Yes ; but a great deal of it
has been abandoned. • '
1766. Why ? Because of the low prices of stock, and because of the rabbits. It would appear to me that
the squatters have never done well since the Act of ISSl took part of their runs away. Since then the 
hank failures and other adverse circumstances have combined to upset things. _
1767. Are there many selectors along the route of the proposed line? There are on the south side of
the river, between Hillston and Condobolin. _ _
1768. Mr. Lee.'] After you leave Mossgiel, tbe land almost at once deteriorates in quality, does it not ?
About 20 miles further on than Mossgiel. _
1769. The country between that point aud within a short distance of the river is of a very indifEerent 
character ? That is at the other end.
1770. Yes? Yes, hut I have never been there. _
1771. You are aware that there is no small settlement there ? Yes ; and the land there, although it has 
been thrown open to settlement, lias not been taken up.
1772. The small settlement, so far as you know it, does not extend further west than Mossgiel? Not a 
great deal further.
1773. Naturally that country would carry population in the future if the land could he worked at a 
profit? Yes.
1774. How is the land held at the present time; is it not held by the squatters who pay very low rents ? 
Yes ; the Lachlan divides the Central from the Western Division.
1775. Tho land on the northern side of the river is locked up for twenty-seven years, while the land on 
the southern side of the river is now available for selection ? Yes.
1776. Is there any quantity of laud on the southern side of the river suitable for settlement? Yes,
suitable for settlement in small holdings. .
1777. Holdings np to the maximum area allowed in tho Central Division ? Yes.
1778. If the railway were constructed, revenue could come to it from the northern districts only under 
the same occupation as that which now exists ? Yes.
1779. Bor at least twenty-seven years settlement there cannot increase? There is a lot of land in the 
Western Division which could he taken up for homestead leases.
1780. But have not those leases been a practical failure ? A good number of them have. The country

■ is too far from a market.
1781. The people there have to depend almost entirely upon grazing ? Yes.
1782. And owing to the low price of stock and wool that has not lately been profitable ? No, •
1783. Have you considered the advisability of extending the line right through to Broken Hill ? 1
cannot say that it would be advisable to extend the line right through to Broken Hill, especially when the 
Commissioners point out that there will be a loss upon it.
1784. A very heavy loss ? Yes.
1785. If you were informed that in all probability a line to Broken Hill would not get any of the 
mineral traffic from that district, would you advocate its construction? No.
1786. Do you think that any advantage is to be gained by extending the railway beyond Condobolin? I
consider that since the G-overnment own so many million acres out there, which arc now lying idle, it is a , 
pity that some communication should not be given to the district. . •
1787. You think that more reasonable facilities should be afforded for sending produce to market at all 
times, and at a reasonable rate ? Yes.
1788. If such facilities were afforded, do you think it would lead to further production? Yes. That 
district is a great place for growing wheat. The land is very easily cultivated, and I am sure that the 
area put under cultivation would be astonishing if the railway were made.
1789. Would not the capabilities of the district be thoroughly tested by an extension of the railway to 
Hillston ? Yes.
1790. I think it follows from what you have said that the bulk of the traffic will come from the valley of 
the Lachlan ? Yes.
1791. Would it not, 'therefore, be wise simply to extend the railway to Hillstou, and let it remain there 
until that part of the country had developed sufficiently to justify a further extension? Yes; I think 
that would be reasonable.
1792. Do you approve of the proposed survey? No.
1793. Could you suggest any improvement? I'have suggested a deviation by way of Lake Cudgellico 
and Hillston. I understand that that will only make a difference of about 6 miles iu the total length of 
the line.
1794. Would not such a deviation put the line out of the reach of the Mount Hope people ? Mount Hope
is 49 or 45 miles from the river, aud would be about 50 miles from tbe deviation. The proposed route 
would be about 25 miles nearer, ■
1795. There are'some large deposits of low-grade ores at Mount Hope ? Yes.
1796. Do you noli think that if the line were taken nearer to Mount Hope it would secure a great deal of 
traffic which would not come to it if it were taken by the route which you suggest ? You would get tho 
trade just the same if the railway were taken by tbe route I suggest. Of course if the railway went to 
Mount Hope it would develop the place more than a lino 50 miles away would develop it.
1797. The country between the river and Mount Hope is sandy? Yes.

1798.
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1798. It -would be a longdistance to carry low-grade ores; the question arises, therefore, whether it would J-G'- Can-oil, 
be better to deviate towards Lalte Cudgellico or to deviate towards Mount Hope ;—which route would secure Esq'’
the larger amount of traffic ? Ihe southern route. Where there is a great deal of cultivation a great deal 
of employment must be given to a railway line. '
1799. Is the mining at Mount Hope at all active ? iMo. They are just working the mines, that is about 
all, I am not sure that one of the mines has not suspended work because of a dispute.
1800. Is the want of water a difficulty there? It, has always been a trouble at Mount Hope; but at 
Mount Allen they get a good supply from a well. At Mount Hope they smelt tbe ore by using timber, 
and in that way the mines help to clear the country.
1801. Do the people of Condobolin raise any objection to the proposed deviation? I have hoard no 
objection to it.
1802. Do the people of Hillston desire to bo connected with tbe railway ? Tes. They have been agitating 
for a connection for years, and they are still agitating for it.
1803. Which is the most important centre in the electorate ? Hillston. It is like a market town. They
have the assizes there, the land court, a flour-mill, and saw-mills. The people of Hillston would prefer 
an extension from Wyalong. ’ ■
1804i. On what grounds ? I have not been there lately, but I see from the paper that they think such 
a railway would have a good deal to carry.
1805. Would that be a shorter route for them ? I do not think so. I think that the proposed route 
would he shorter,
1806. A fair quantity of wheat is grown at Condobolin now in good seasons ? I understand so.
1807. Where do they find a market for it? They have a flour-mill there. I do not know if they over
produce, but at Hillston they have over-produced for some years past.
1808. If they required a market, where would they go—to intermediate places, or to the metropolis ?
They would have to send their grain to Sydney. Intermediate places have their local growers and their 
local mills, ‘
1809. Going to Sydney they would have to pass through Parkes, Porbes, Molong—all wheat-producing 
districts, where there would be no market for their productions ? Yes.
1810. Mr. .Fflyiw.j Do you represent the request of the people of your electorate for a railway ? X am 
pledged, not to this railway in particular, but to use my influence to get a railway to Hillston.
1811. And you think that this is tbe best opportunity for advocating tbe connection? Yes. I think it 
is my duty as their member to voice their opinions when I can honestly do so.
1812. Therefore yon appear here in your representative capacity ? Yes.
1813. WTiat is the chief product of Hillston ? Wool and wheat.
1814. How many townships along the route of the proposed line do you represent ? There is Euabalong,
Cudgellico, ------
1815. What is the chief product of Euabalong? It is situated in a pastoral district. Mount Hope is 
40 miles from Euabalong; then there are Hillston and Mossgiel.
1816. AYhat are the productions of Mossgiel ? That is in a pastoral district.
1817. The only mining centre in the electorate is Mount Hope ? There is also Gilgunnia and Nymagoe.
1818. Hut I mean on the line of railway?. Yes.
1819. South of the river you have Lake Cudgellico ;—what is the chief production of that district ? Tho 
people there are engaged iu pastoral pursuits. Lake Cudgellico is about 8 miles from the river.
1820. Is any fishing carried on in the river ? There is fish in the Lachlan—Murray cod, bream, perch, and 
catfish.
1821. Is there any extensive business carried on in fish ? No. .
1822. Por want of development ? There is no trade in fish there.
1823. You have never been to Broken Hill? No. .
1824. I understood you to say that 20 miles beyond Mossgiel the land deteriorates very considerably ? I 
cannot speak of it of my own knowledge; but from tbe fact that it lias not been taken up, I suppose it 
is not so good. •
1825. You have no other reasons for saying that it is poor country ? I know nothing of it from personal 
observation.
1826. South of the Lachlan there is plenty of land open for selection ? Yes.
1827. But on the north side the land is shut up for twenty-seven years ? Yes.
1828. Which country is the better watered—that on tho south or that on the north side of the Lachlan ?
That on the north side of the Laclilan. There they have Willandra Creek and other small creeks.
1829. Do those creeks run throughout the year ? No.
1830. Por how many months in the year arc they dry ? It is hard to say ; but tbe Government are at 
present constructing a weir in the Lachlan about 18 miles up from Hillston which will cause the water 
to flow down Mirowi Creek and through Middle Creek. Of course if the water in the river is low the 
creeks cannot be kept running.
1831. How many months in the year are the creeks dry ? I have seen them dry for months and months, 
and then I have seen a flood. They are very uncertain.
1832. Have you ever seeu them dry for nine months in the year? During a drought they might be dry 
for that time. Of course, though the creeks may not be running there is water here and there.
1833. There is no sure water supply either north or south of the proposed line ? There is a sure water 
supply at Lake Cudgellico, because of a little weir which has been placed there to keep the water from 
running hack to the river. The lake was dry in 1882 ; but it has not been dry since.
1834. Mr. Humph a-]) ,'\ That was before tbe erection of the weir ? Yes. Tho weir has only been there 
for about seven or eight years. The old residents say that the lake was dry in 1852.
1835. ^ Mr. Fegan.~\ Does the Lachlan ever become dry ? I have seen it a chain of water holes on several 
occasions.
1836. Prom Condoholin to Mossgiel there would be no sure water supply ? lu the good part of that 
country you can obtain water by sinking wells.
1837. Artesjpn water is not obtainable there ? No. The wells about Mossgiel are about 120 feet deep, 
while those at Hillstou are about 100 feet deep.
1838. AYhat kind of water do they get out of those wells? Arery good water. If you are not used to it
the taste is a little mineral. I have drunk it for years. ^ 1839.
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J. Ci, Carroll, 1839. Has it to be boiled ? No ; it is beautiful water. There are some very good wells around Hillston; 
Esq., M.P. piacog the water is brackish, and only fit for stock.

1840. How far do you think it would be proper to extend tbe line west of Condobolin ? As a local line,
u®'’ ' I do not think it would be wise to extend it beyond Hillston. The country beyond being pastoral

country, people could drive their stock to Hillston. , ,
1841. Would a line to Hillston pay? I think a light line would pay.
1842. A line costing about £2,000 a mile ? X think a suitable line could be constructed for that.
1843. "What is the distance from Condobolin to Hillston ? 120 miles.
1844. That would be £240,000;—do you think such a line would pay ? I cannot say. _
1845. Would you advocate the eonstnietion of such a line if it meant a loss to the State? There might 
be indirect benefits which would justify its construction. I think that the G-overnment is justified in 
spending a little money in developing the resources of the country, and giving the people who are settled 
upon the land an opportunity of making a Jiving out of it.
1846. There would not be much passenger traffic between Hillston and Condobolin ? I cannot say what 
the traffic would be.
1847. Wheat and stock would be the chief products of the district ? Tes. Of course railway communi
cation would encourage people to travel. They think seriously over the matter before travelling by coach.
1848. Do they grow much fruit in the district? Yes; oranges, lemons, grapes, apples, but not to any 
great extent, and cherries, but they are not a certainty.
1849. I should think it would be a good district for grapes ? Yery good.
1850. And railway communication would develop the fruit industry? Yes.

FRIDAY, 28 AUQVST, 1896.

present:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., (Chairman).

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Hukphert. 
The Hon. Charles .Tames Eorerts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Teickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Ejigan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Prancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

;The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Hugh Giffcn M‘Kinney, Esq., Principal Assistant Engineer, Water Conservation and Irrigation Branch, 
Department of Public Works, sworn, and examined :—

H. 0-. 1851. Mr. BlackJ\ Will you give tbe Committee some information with regard to the operations which
M'Kinney, pave |jeell cai.riecl out at ijake Cudgellico and the Willandra Billabong? At Cudgellico we have a. small 

self-acting flood-gate at Lake Creek. The lake depends upon the overflow from the Lachlan for a supply, 
23 Aug. 1896. au^ ^ there were no flood-gate the water would fall very low as the supply in the river subsided. To 
" ' * prevent that we have erected a self-acting flood-gate which keeps up tbe supply, and has, in fact, made if

permanent. Then we have a weir at the head of the Willandra Billabong which throws tho water 14 
miles up the Lachlan, aud diverts the supply down to some distance below Mossgiel. At Lake Menindie 

, we have no works, A dam was constructed and a number of works were carried out, but nothing has 
been done recently. _
1852. Is there not another lake in the neighbourhood of Cudgellico ? Yes, east of Cudgellico, but no
works have been constructed there. We have got levels with a view to the possibility of supplying Lake 
Cowal from the Lachlan. We have done nothing in the way of works. _
1853. What are the prospects in that part of the country with regard to artesian boring ? The prospects 
are not good as far as I have heard ; in fact we have found no artesian water in that district, and there 
does not seem to be any prospect of it.
1854. Do you know anything about water being found in wells near Mount Hope ? I have heard that 
there is a good supply of water near Mount Hope. It is obtained in the wells.
1855. Might not that be soakage from the mountain ? Yes.
1856. Therefore, it would not have the alkaline flavour of most of the water about there? Yes; that is 
tho case. There should be a fair chance of getting good soakage water there. Some years ago the 
question did crop up with regard to getting water in that district, and I saw Lather Curran on the 
subject. He was of opinion that we were likely to get fair supplies of soakage water in some of tbe 
valleys in tbe district, but he did not think we would get any artesian water. However, I had not an 
opportunity of pursuing the subject.

■ 1857. Is it likely that the railway people would be able to obtain supplies of water along the proposed
line, except by the constriction of dams ? There are several places where there is pretty good storage 
for water. The Willandra Billabong carries the water down to the heart of the dry country. There is a 
supply of water in lakes which comes down from the Darling. A good deal has been done by the 
pastoralists in the construction of dams. There is a good supply of water in some of the lakes.

• 1858. Do you know the country out there? I have not been right through it, but I have been at both
ends. I have got levels right through it, *
1859. Have you a very high opinion of the soil ? There is very good soil in the neighbourhood of the 
Lachlan and as far round the Willandra Billabong as I have gone, but I understand that the land gets 
much poorer as you go towards the Darling, I may mention that we have got another weir in progress 
to further divert the water supply at a place called the Middle Billabong, between Hillston and tbe 
Willandra Billabong, about 5 or 6 miles in a direct line below the bead of the Willandra Billabong,
1860. Mr. TrickLooking at Menindie and tbe tract of country eastward to Mossgiel, is not that a,
waterless part of the country ? It is very dry country naturally. «
1861. What means would the railway authorities have for getting water there for engine purposes ? I 
do not know of any good supplies that they would have uutil they got to the lakes I have pointed out.

1862.
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1802. I am speaking of the country between Menindie and Mossgiel ? Tbe railway goes close to some 
lakes, but I do not know of any really good supply in that district. _ _
1863. Docs not the water become brackish when the lakes are low ? Tes ; the water is bad when it 
gets low.
1864. Does not that apply to most of the conserved water in the western district? Tes. _ With regard to 
these lakes, I had information compiled some time ago as to their depth and the quantity of water they 
hold, but I cannot speak from memory. I know that in some of the lakes between Mossgiel and Menindie 
there is a good depth of water, and they arc capable of further improvement by improving the channel 
that leads to them.

H.ff.
H'Kinncy,

Esq.

28Aug^l896.

A.R.S.M.

, 1696.

Edward Pisher Pittman, Esq., A.R.S.M., Government Geologist, sworn, and further examined 
1866. Chairman.'] There is one point on which we omitted to question you previously, that is, as to the E.F.Pittman, 
extent of the Lithgow coal deposits and their suitability for smelting purposes? I am afraid I cannot _ Esq., 
say much about their extent, as I have not come prepared with the information. We have never mapped 
them in detail. There is a largo amount of coal there, enough to last for a very considerable time. The 
quality of the coke is not equal to some of tho coke prepared on the eastern coast. The ash is rather ll®‘’
large.
1866. Are we justified in believing that there is an unlimited supply of coal at Lithgow ? I do not think 
there is a probability of tho coal being worked out for a great many years. Of course, it all dips this 
way from Lithgow. Lithgow is almost the extreme limit. There is enough coal working eastwards to 
give what you might call an unlimited supply. I may say that the coke is very much higher in ash than 
the quality of the coke which the secretary of the Broken Hill mine said was necessary for his mine. But 
1 found, on going into that question, that the quantity of ash in the coke imported and used at Broken Hill 
is also very much higher than the secretary for the Broken Hill mine said he would use under any 
circumstances.
1867. Have you a statement dealing with the subject ? Tes; it is as follows:—

Lithgow is situated in what is known as tho western coal-field, and is on the western margin of the main coal 
basin of New South Wales. The coal seams at Lithgow belong to what are termed the Ujtfxr coal measures or Newcastle 
forks. These seams outcrop at Lithgow and dip eastward under Sydney, where they have boon proved to occur at a 
depth of about 2,900 feet. It therefore follow's that eastward of Lithgow there is what may practically be called an 
unlimited supply of coal. This coal is of the quality known as semi-bituminous or steam coal. I have taken the mean of 
seventy-four different analyses of coal from various parts of the western coal-field (as published in the Annual Keports of 
the Department of Mines), and find the composition to be as follows: —

Water. Volatile bvdro-carlions. Fixed carbon. ApIi. Sulphur
2'S2 30 (14 54-91 12-23 '823

Coke is manufactured from Lithgow coal at the Vale Colliery. In tbe year 1S92, I reported on tho quality of the 
coke made in the northern, southern, and western coal-fields, as compared with the imported coke used at the Broken Hill 
mines, and I then found that the Lithgow coke, made from washed coal, contained 1-5'-IT per cent, of ash, and -o9 per cent, 
of sulphur. (Vide. Ann. Eopt. Dept, of Mines, 1892, pp. 35-37). I believe the coal-washing plant has been improved since 
my visit, and it is possible therefore that the percentage of ash in the coke now made may he loss than that quoted. The 
western coal, however, contains u rather large percentage of dirt so intimately mixed with it that it is a matter of difficulty 
to reduce the amount of ash in the coke to any great extent.
A statement of the annual output of coal from the western coal-field for tho eleven years, 18S5-1S95, 
is as under :—
Output and Value of Coal raised from the Western Coal-field taken from the Annual Reports of tho Department of Mines.

Year. Quantity. VolUfi. Year. Quantity. Value.

tons. cwt. ([r. £ s. cl. tons. cwt. qr. £ s. d.
1885 311,762 .16 0 76,836 13 3 ■ 1S91 346,804 13 0 74,104 1* 10
1886 281,229 0 0 68.616 15 0 i! 1892 236,363 1 0 57,414 13 S
1SS7 302,137 0 0 79,030 0 2 1893 190,377 19 1 43,241 14 O
ISSS 339,594 0 0 95,136 3 0 1 1894 199,869 12 0 45.463 0 7
1889 329,713 3 0 31,459 1 1 i 1S95 190,864 14 1 40,260 15 3
J899 .943,232 3 1 65,995 3 0 1

The Hon. Charles Augustus Q-oodchap, M.L.C., sworn, and examined:—
1868. Chairman.] Tou have had an opportunity of considering the question of the connection of Broken The Hon. 
Hill with the railway system of this Colonywould you be so good as to give the Committee a statement Cj00jlc[l‘api 
of your views ? J have perused some portion of the evidence given on tho subject, and it is with direct m.L.C. ' 
reference to that evidence that I wish to offer some observations. I should like to say, first, with reference /—^ 
to some observations which have been made by the Chairman to the Committee about the apparently 28 Aug., 189G. 
delicate position which I occupy in this matter, that, were they my own views and opinions, I would not come 
before this Committee to give any expression of opinion on the subject; but what I shall have to say 
will not be my own views and opinions—it will be based upon the evidence given by some of the witnesses ; 
and it did seem to me, on perusing that evidence, that there was a certain amount of vagueness in the 
statements-made, and in some cases it was totally free from any definiteness or pertinence. Before this 
matter came before you as a Committee, I wrote a letter to the paper suggesting that there should be 
remitted to yon the question whether the line from Condobolin to w ileannia on to Broken Hill would 
not be the preferable line, rather than a line from Condobolin via Menindie to Broken Hill. Tlie reasons 
I advanced in support of that view were—first; that there was, as I thought at the time, a difference of 
only 5 miles in favour of the Menindie route; and second, that tbe crossing place of the river at 
Menindie was far more difficult than the crossing place at 'Wilcannia. I have perused Mr. Deane’s 
evidence on that subject, and he shows that the difference is not 5 miles, as I thought, hut 22 miles.
Further, contrary to all accepted opinions prior to the-inquiry (namely, that Wilcannia was the easier 
place to cross), that Menindie is far more easy as a crossing place, and that the crossing at ^Wilcannia 
would necessitate an outlay of some £26,000 more. These are two very-important considerations, and I 
may say at once that they tended to convert iny view on the subject, and, accepting Mr. Deane’s statement
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The Son. as accurate, I would certainly say that the line via Menindie would, under the circumstances, be the
Goo'dchap, P^orable route. I have jotted down some observations with reference to the evidence given on various 

M.L.C. * points, which control in a large measure, as I think, this question. I may say generally that it seems to me that,
z—^ unless the administrators of the railway can secure tho ore traffic from Broken Hill, it is very problematical

23 Aug., 1896. whether the construction of the line would be justified. It seems conclusive from the evidence that smelting 
. works will not be erected at Lithgow. Therefore, all calculations must be based on the carriage of ore 

from Broken Hill to Illawarra; and further, that the Commissioners, to secure tho traffic, must be prepared 
to uo it for £1 per ton. I see that Mr. Howell in his evidence says that 800,000 tons per annum could 
be secured at that rate. Mr. Deane says that the heaviest engines could be used on the new line if more 
sleepers were put in, at an additional cost of £33,000, interest upon which would represent less than 
£1,200 a year. Turning to page 0 of the Railway Commissioners Supplementary Report for 1895, it will 
be found that on a grade of 1 in 100, the New Australian consolidation engines will haul 700 tons at a 
speed of 15 miles an hour. Those engines have been designed and manufactured to carry a very large 
tonnage. 1 understand the aim of the Commissioners for Railways has been to increase the haulage 
power of the engines, to increase the carrying capacity as compared with the taro of the trucks, and to 
remove, by alteration of the gradients, these obstructions to the carrying of a large load, which, of course, 
with heavy grades necessarily occur. With these three objects in view, it seems to me that the resultant 
effect has not, according to the evidence, been produced. There ought to be a very large train load 
for a moderate grade of 1 in 100. The evidence shows that the ruling grade on the line 
from Condobolin to Broken Hill will not exceed 1 in 100, The Commissioners in their report 
give a diagram and the particulars of tho engines. They say there that the Australian consolidation 
goods engine will haul the following loads 1 in 40, 350 tons; 1 in 75, 015 tons ; 1 in 100, 700 tons; 
1 in 150, 750 tons. The rate of speed is also giycn at 10 miles, 12 miles, 15 miles, and 18 miles an hour. 
I consider that 15 miles an hour is ample speed for goods traffic of this character. With regard to the 
trucks, there is a diagram giyen of their tubular waggons with a tare of 10 tons, having a carrying capacity 
of 22 tons, h’rom these data it will be seen that one of the new engines will haul 450 tons not, that is 
deducting from 700 tons, the weight of the trucks. It will haul 450 tons, which, at £1 per ton, will 
realise a gross revenue of £450.
1869. Is that at Dapto F Tes; at Dapto, 750 miles from Broken Hill. Of course, the next inquiry is if 
you get a revenue of £450 a train, what will it cost you to earn it. 1 should like first of all to call atten
tion to this fact that this galena ore is easily packed between the wheels, and the truck can necessarily be 
made very much smaller than if you had to carry a large tonnage of wool, or any other such bulky produce. 
I think that a truck measuring not more than 14 or 15 feet would be ample to carry 20 tons, and it would 
not have a tare of more than 8 to 9 tons. Therefore, the load is as 2 to 1 to the tare. The expenses of 
such a train would he 4s. a mile for 500 miles. Bor 250 miles of tho journey the grades would be very 
much more severe than 1 in 100. I meet that by providing a cost of (is. per train mile for that distance. 
That would admit, if requisite, of an assisting engine being used to overcome these stiff grades. 1 allow' 
4s. a mile for 500 miles, and 6s. a mile for the heavy grades. The whole distance would bo 750 miles, and 
the total cost of that train would be, on that calculation, £175. Then the empty running on the back 
journey would be 750 miles at 4s. a mile. Going back with empties a very much larger number of trucks 
would be taken even over the heavy grade than would be taken if the trucks were full. Thus tho journey 
from Broken Hill to Illawarra and the journey back would represent a sum of £325. In this calculation 
no estimate lias been made of any return traffic by the train, but, of course, there would be some. It will be

' seen that at £1 per ton there would be £125 profit upon each train, that is without taking into considera
tion any carriage back,
1870. Mr. Wright^ I take it that is the profit on the bare working expenses of the train itself P Yes ; 
£125 would go towards the interest on capital. I include in the 4s. the maintenance of permanent-way 
locomotive aud traffic, and general expenses. That is all included in the 4s. per train mile. I may say 
that, according to the last report of tho Railway Commissioners, the whole of the train mileage for 
1896 was run for 4s. a mile. That includes all the traffic on busy and unbusy lines, and that is tho general 
figure which is arrived at in ascertaining what is the expense per train mile of the whole service. The 
Committee will perceive that an ore traffic, which is loaded by the owners and unloaded by them, requires 
little care in its transit, no risk or liability, so that in taking an average cost of 4s. per milefor easy grades, 
and 6s, per mile for stiff grades, a very liberal estimate has been given ; there are, in effect, no terminal 
charges. _ A total freight of 800,000 tons per annum, and that is the estimate given by Mr. Howell, if tho 
Commissioners can carry it for £1 per ton, would require 1.770 trains at 450 tons per train, which would 
give a net profit of £221,250 per annum, after paying working expenses. The total amount required to pay

■ interest on capital and working expenses would not exceed, at the outside, £60,000; but I eliminate the
working expenses from this, because they are already calculated in the statement which I have given, so 
that there is only the interest on capital to look to. That would be under £40,000 per annum, even if 
they eonstructod the line in the way proposed by putting in additional sleepers, which Mr. Deane says 
will bo sufficient to enable the heaviest engines in the Department to run over them. The line shows a 
profit of^ £221,250 per annum. I admit that this statement of the case presents the question in the most 
optimistic light. There will probably be many factors to disturb this aspect. First, the weight of the 
haul may be found to be a net 375 tons instead of 450 tons. The evidence of the Commissioners is that 
the engine will haul 450 tons ; but I take it that that may be a little over-estimated, and it will be 
feasible and reasonable to say that that haulage power will be reduced from 450 tons to 375 tons. 
Secondly, the quantity of ore may be reduced to 300,000 tons instead of 800,000 tons. It seems to mo 
that 800,000 tons is such a large quantity that one would like to receive such a statement with a little 
qualification. Moreover, 1 want to show' the worst aspect of the case. Thirdly, a charge of £1 per ton may 
he found to be too high to attract the traffic. Mr. Howell says that £1 a ton would attract the traffic, but 
that would materially depend upon what a competition rate might ho able to do. I have taken, I think, 
the lowest rates at which competitive traffic could be conducted from Broken Hill to Cockburn, and from 
Coekbum to Port Pirie. The Tramway Company could not well reduce their charge below 2s, dd. per 
ton for the carriage of stuff from Broken Hill to Cockburn. To carry it from Cockburn to Port Pirio— 
219 miles—tho South Australian Government could not well charge less than 8s. They are charging con
siderably more than that now ; but I am assuming that they would reduce their charges ; hut they could 
not well reduce them below 8s. per ton, which is less than id. per ton per mile. The sea freight would
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have to be 5s. per ton. It is now sometimes 4s. 6d., and sometimes 6s. a ton. When they do it for The Hon.
4s. 6d. a ton it is because they are carrying coal to Port Pirie. I see by the evidence that the oxide ores Go^c^*
have given out, and very little coal will be needed in future for smelting purposes at Broken Hill, m.L.C.
or even at Port Pirie. Then there are port, insurance, and shipping charges, which may reasonably
be put down at 2s. Gd. These figures added together show that the traffic from Broken Hill, by Port ggAug., 1896.
Pirie, to Illawarra or Newcastle cannot be conducted under 18s. per ton. I am quite sure that it could
not he done for less than that. Say that the Commissioners carried the -ore at ISs. per ton for
376 tons, that would give a revenue of £337 per train, and, say, £50 per train for back loading
of coal. I am quite certain that either from the coal mine at Illawarra, or from the coal mine at
Lithgow there would he no difficulty in obtaining at a moderate rate a return traffic to the amount of
£50 per train. That would be carrying the coal bade at any price the Commissioners liked, because
they might as well put some coal on the trains running empty. If they only charged 10s. per
ton or less for the return traffic, that would be so much profit. Now the working expenses, as
before, would not be more than £325, leaving a profit of £62 per train. Calculating 300,000 tons
instead of 800,000 tons, the number of trains would be 800, winch, at £62, would be equal to £49,600.
In this last calculation it shows a profit in excess of the Commissioners’ estimated loss. Everything has 
been put down at the lowest. The traction power of the engines has been reduced nearly 17 percent.; 
the trainage charge, 10 per cent.; and the quantity of ore to be hauled, over 60 per cent. That statement 
is derived from the figures furnished by the Commissioners themselves. I have not attempted to 
make any calculation outside of their calculations, and 1 do not wish to do so ; but I say that the evidence 
given before this Committee and the evidence furnished in the Kail way Commissioners’ Annual Report 
show clearly that the ore traffic, if it can he done at 18s. per ton from Broken Hill, will result in tho 
profitable working of that line, not only paying working expenses, but interest upon the capital. As to 
the other traffic, 1 have not gone into it. I am prepared to accept the Commissioners’ statements as to 
what that traffic will be. Besides the ISs. per ton for shipping the ore at Port Pirie and bringing it ■ 
here tliore will be a lot of handling. Of course, there will be a great advantage in carrying it right 
through on the New South "Wales railway from bin to bin.
1871. Chairman.] It is perfectly clear that the railway will have to face reduced rates and fares;—do 
you say that 18s. per ton is the minimum? Tes; that is to deliver the ore at Illawarra. I do not think 
the Commissioners could do it under 18s. a ton and pay full interest on capital.
1872. Then, your evidence is, that if competition by water and the South Australian railway system
brought down the rate below 18s., you believe the profit of £40,000 will disappear ? There would still 
be some profit. _
1873. Can the Railway Commissioners carry the traffic under 18s. per ton ? No; they could not pay full 
interest on capital from that traffic alone.
1874. Eighteen shillings per ton is the lowest rate at which the transaction would ho commercially 
possible ? Tes.
1875. Supposing, that instead of the traffic going to Illawarra and Newcastle, it stopped at Lithgow ?
Then it could be done for 15s. per ton, or even less. •
1876. And you do not believe that the competitive system could Land the ore at Illawarra or Newcastle at 
less than ISs. per ton ? No; I believe that on the evidence given. I do not offer any independent 
evidence. These are tho figures.
1877. But tho fact that you quote those figures implies that you do not differ from them? I do not 
difi'er from them.
1878. Mir. ITiempheri/.] In estimating the minimum at 375 tons net for an engine, are you simply quoting 
from the report of the Commissioners, or are you expressing your own opinion as to the haulage power 
of the engine referred to? I am not expressing any opinion myself upon the haulage power of the 
engine. The Commissioners say that it will carry 450 tons. I say let us make a little rebate and reduce 
it by 17 per cent. '
1879. Now, I want your opinion? I have no opinion to offer on the subject.
1880. Are you of opinion that an engine of the type mentioned by the Commissioners will haul in one 
load 450 tons from Broken Hill to Illawarra ? Not without an assistant engine, which ] have provided for.
1881. But with an assistant engine for 250 miles, are you of opinion that the type of engine described by 
the Commissioners will haul from Broken Hill a load of 450 tons net, wliicli would be equivalent to nearly 
700 tons ? I cannot believe otherwise. They state it, and they have tided it;. I saw a report in tho 
paper that the engine took up to Bathurst a load in excess of the Commissioners’ anticipations.
1882. Have you any ob jection to state your own opinion ? I must decline to offer an opinion on that subject.
1 do not wish to give any opinion which seems to be antagonistic to that of the Commissioners. I accept 
in all good faith their statement that the engine will do that.
1883. Do not misunderstand me. So far as your evidence has gone it has been a commentary upon evidence 
already given. Tou are quite qualified to offer an opinion to which considerable weight must be attached, 
and 1 should like you to give your opinion. Do you think 4s. would be ample provision for 500 miles 
with a not load of 450 tons ? Tes, I am of that opinion. There is no doubt that tbe engine would burn 
more fuel than an ordinary engine, but that is compensated for in various ways, and 1 think that 4s. per 
train-load over that grade is a liberal estimate', and would be found ample in practice.
1884. In order to convey 800,000 tons per year from Broken Hill to Illawarra, would not that nocessitatc 
five or six trains per day each way? Yes.
1SS5. "Would a single line be sufficient for that amount of haulage? I do not think the difference of 
six trains a day on what 1 may call main lines would affect the carrying capacity of a single line. Of course, 
in tho far interior, towards Broken Hill, there would be no thing in tho way. Six trains would follow at 
a respectful distance all day long.
1886. Then, in your opinion, a double line would be unnecessary ? Tes. I believe it has been calculated in 
England by experts that if your trains do not exceed seventeen in a day you do not require to double 
your lines.
1887. Have you calculated what the expense of haulage per mile would be according lo the lowest esti
mate you have given? It amounts to 0'29d. including interest upon capital.
1888. Is it your opinion, not being guided by tbe evidence of ihe witnesses who have been examined, but 
from your own experience, that the distance from Broken Hill to illawarra, 750 miles, could be negotiated

at
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The Hon. at a cost of a little over id. per ton per mile f * Tes, for a long and constant haul of that hind. It is very
r different from a train-load which you cannot depend upon, and which would be varying. I say that 0'29d.

M.LCh ^or a k^i-load °f that kind is an ample charge. It would pay working expenses and interest on capital.
_ 3SS9. If we have been told that the very lowest charget that would cover the cost of running between

28Aug., 1896. Illawarra and Broken Hill is -kl. per ton per mile, do you think that is excessive? I say it is contra
dicted by their own evidence. Whoever gave that evidence is contradicted by the Railway Commis
sioners, and contradicted by evidence taken before this Committee. My own opinion is that it can he 
done for 0'29d.
1S90. That is a little more than half of the estimate given to us ? Yes; that is to say, if the engine will 
do what it is represented to do.
1891. Am I right in believing that you have expressed the opinion that the engine will do what it has 
been estimated to do ? Yes; I think it ought to do it. I know it is a combination of what is known 
as the American consolidation type, with all the good qualities of the English engine added thereto, and 
in America engines of that character haul quite as great a load ns this engine will bo asked to do.
1892. Can you mention any railways at the present time that are hauling at a rate of a little over 2-Jd. per 
ton per mile ? Yes; in America the rate is less than Id. per ton per mile iu some cases,
] 893. Can you specify the lines ? It is doue across the prairies ; I do not know tho names of the lines m 
America, but I know that iu the conduct of the great wheat traffic it is carried at less than hd. per ton 
por mile.
1894. In estimating the cost of haulage at 18s. per ton, have you taken into consideration all conceivable 
expenses, including contingencies ? Yes.
1895. You have no doubt that the railway would cover expenses at that rate ? Yes; provided that they 
can get the ore.
1896. That is assuming a minimum carriage of how many tons ? 300,000 tons.
1897. That is without taking into consideration the estimate of the Railway Commissioners for goods aud 
passenger traffic? Yes; without going into that question in auy way, except that I should like to say 
that the cost that they estimate for the conveyance of general merchandise must be lessened by tlie fact 
that some of it would be taken by the return trains which bring down the ore.
1898. Why have you estimated that the South Australian railways and the Silverton tramway could not 
carry ore from Broken Hill to Bort Pirie at the same rate that you think tlie ore might be carried from 
Broken Hill to Illawarra ? Their engine power is very different, and the gauge of their line is not so wide.
1899. What do you estimate is the very lowest freight at which the South Australian railways could 
convey ore from Broken Hill to Port Pirie? I do not know what rate they might charge for strategic 
reasons, but commercially they could not do it under 8s. per ton from Cockburn to Port Pirie.
1900. How much would that be per mile ? A half-penny per ton per mile ; they could not do it for less.
1901. In your opinion, although the New South Wales Railway Commissioners might carry it for a little 
over id. per ton per mile, it would not he possible to convey the ore from Broken Hill across the South 
Australian railways for loss than £d. per ton per mile ? Yes.
1902. Why could not the South Australian lines be equipped in the same manner as the New SouthWales 
lines, so as to carry the ore at the same rate ? If they made the railway precisely similar to ours, or even 
stronger, and equipped it with the same engine power, T think they could carry it at nearly the same rate, 
except that their 3-ft. G-in. gauge, instead of 4-ft. St-in. gauge, would militate against the tare of tho 
trucks being so light as ours in comparison with carrying capacity.
1903. What difference would the different gauge make in the hauling power of an engine? Arbitrarily, I 
would put it down at about 100 tons.
1904. That would be 100 tons in favour of the Now South Wales broader gauge to start with ? Yes.
1905. That would be equivalent to more than 25 per cent. ? Yes. 1 should not like to speak as if 1 wore 
giving an authoritative opinion on an abstract subject of that kind.
1906. Have you taken into consideration the cost of fuel ? Yes. '
1907. That would also go to increase the cost of haulage on South Australian lines ? Yes ; undoubtedly,
1908. That is another factor iu the competition that would probably arise between the two lines? Yes.
1909. So you think you have not underestimated when you fixed 10s. Gd. as the probable minimum cost 
from Broken Hill to Port Pirie ? No.
1910. We are assuming that 18s. must be regarded as the minimum at which the New SouthWales
railways could convey ore from Broken Hill to Illawarra, or 15s. per ton to Bowenfels? Yes; anything 
below that would not pay interest upon capital. Eighteen shillings per ton will not only pay working 
expenses but also interest on capital. ■
1911. Anything below ISs. would leave a loss, including interest? Yes; the amount of loss being 
dependent upon the sum of the reduction.
1912. You have.had under consideration all the various routes proposed for this railway—would von like 
to express an opinion as to which would be the best route ? The shortest route would he thr/best, in 
view of the possibility of getting the ore traffic.
1913. Is that the only reason for extending the line to Broken Hill ? Not the only reason, but tho only 
adequate reason, commercially speaking, because I cannot conceive that that line will pay workiim 
expenses and interest on capital, unless it has the ore to carry.
1914. Do you mean that there arc other reasons which might influence the construction of the line? In 
reading through this evidence, I have noticed that there are other reasons—national reasons.
.1915. That would not weigh with you ? As a railway manager, I do not think I would allow that to 
weigh with me.
1916. Mr. Tnchfitl.'] Is not id. per ton per mile the lowest rate at present charged by the Railway Com
missioners for any commodity ? I see by the evidence that that is the lowest charge.
1.917, In estimating that this ore should "he carried on the railways for ^d. per ton per mile, have you 
taken into consideration the question of fuel? Yes.
1918. Would not the coal necessary for the return journey have to be conveyed by the train right away 
to Broken Hill and he brought back again ? The return trucks going back empty, or for the most part 
empty, would carry tho coal required for locomotive purposes, and it could be staged, cn route, where 
required._____________________ 1919.

* iWri: (on revision): The difference between Irl, pci1 ton per mile and 0‘-9d., though apparently unimportant, 
really means, on a large traffic like this, nn less n sum than 1100,001).
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1019. You Iiavo taken that thoroughly into consideration P Yes. The Hon.
1920. Have you taken into consideration the difficulty of watering between Mossgiel and Menindie ? X
see by Mr. lleane s evidence that there would be ample provision made for that. That, of course, is a mLC*1' 
capital charge, and is not included in worldng expenses, unless it might be necessary to pump the water, V ^
1921. Have you brought all your long experience to bear in trying to see everything in the view which 28 Auk 1896
you have put before the Committee ? Yes. ' ' ■
1922. You think the whole success of tlie line would depend upon the quantity of ore to be carried ?
IS o doubt. ii n -
1923. The lowest quantity you have put it down at is 300,000 tons ? Yes.
1924. That is the quantity they say they can smelt per annum at the new works at Newcastle. Supposing
it is a fact that all the mining companies at Broken Hill have entered into a contract with the Silverton 
Iramway Company for a period of seven years from the 1st .January, 1897, to send ores and produce 
over the tramway and the South Australian railway, would that alter your view of the payable traISc to 
come by the proposed line? Yes ; of course if they have entered into a contract like that, they must 
observe the contract, or pay the penalty.*
1925. If tlie ore only amounted to 100,000 tons per annum, it would not he worth while constructing tlie 
line? No.t
1920. Mr. Wnglif.] You have read the evidence of Mr. Deane as to the construction of this raihvay, and 
the manner in which he intends to strengthen it;—do you think that the road could be strengthened 
8uihc,iently to bear this enormous traffic? Mr. Deane seems to have had some recent evidence as to the 
power of these roads to stand traffic of that kind. He says that bv putting the sleepers closer together 
he can construct a road which will bear the largest engines we have.
1927. Chairman.'} Have you not allowed for that in your calculation? Yea.
102S. Mr. Wright.} Do you think, from your own experience, that a road laid as Mr. Deane proposes,
even with additional sleepers, would carry the enormous weight of these engines drawing 450 tons net 
weight, the rails being 60 lb. to the yard, without ballast, and with two additional sleepers? I should 
say, from my past experience, that it would be rather a weak road to depend upon, but there is this factor 
to be considered—that tbe rate «>f travel is not. to ho more than 15 miles an hour.
1929. Do you not think that this road would batter up very soon with the enormous weight of the engine
and loads ? I know our estimate used to bo that an engine with a tender carrying coal and water 
neighing over 160 tons could not be carried on a OU-lb. rail, btit may be done if they strengthen the rail 
by putting the sleepers closer together, which is the practice in America. If by the addition of two 
sleepers in an 18-feet rail it can be so strengthened as to carry this weight, I think a discovery has been 
made winch was not made in my rime. But railway science is progressive, and they may have discovered 
it since. ‘
1930. If you were Hallway Commissioner, knowing nothing more than von know at present, would you
sanction tlie construcrion of such a line to carry these weights over it ? No ; I would want a very much 
heavier rail to start with, ’
1931. According to your lights, to carry this traffic a heavier rail than CO lb. will be required? Yes;
unless the weakness of the rail can bo provided for by placing the sleepers closer. That is an engineering 
question on which I would not like to offer an expert opinion. °

aS^ you.four opii'on as to tho position you would take up? H I were Commissi oner for Hail ways, 
and that proposition were placed before me, 1 should receive it cam grano snlix, and ask for further 
information. *

m yollr ef|timate of traffic of 365 tons net weight for a train, do you think one push-up engine 
would be enough to bring it over the mountains? 1 understand that although it would be a heavy train 
it would be a short train, not more than twenty trucks, of 15 feet long. That would be easier to get 
over. There is no fear with an assisting engine of buckling the train.
1934. In your experience as a Hailway Commissioner, whatwas the heaviest load that the strongest Beyer- 
J eaeoek engine which you had would carry over the mountains? I got an engine when 1 was Commis
sioner for Eailways from America called ihe 105 class. I said to the locomotive engineer that I wanted 
that engine to take up a gross train of 200 tons from Penrith up the Zig-zag—1 in 30. The locomotive 
engineer made a calculation, and he told me I could not do it—that it was utterly impossible, I said, “ I 
will try it nevertheless. There may be a stoppage and there mav bo a run-back, but I will have an 
assisting engine there to back up the train in case of that occurring'.’’ However, we went away with the 
load and carried it to the top with the greatest ease.
1935. AYhat was the net weight of your load ? 1 should sav about 160 tons.
1936. Against a net weight now said to he able to be carried of 450 tons ? I do not say that that enmuo 
would not have done more.
193/. Is that tho greatest load you knew to be taken over a mountain grade with one engine ? I think 
a greater load than that was taken. _ A similar engine got out by Mr. Middleton took a greater load.
1J38. Is not this Australian consolidation engine said to be able to carrv 450 tons net load on a grade of 
] in 100 ? Yes ; it is slated so here. '
1939. Prom your experience, what net load would that engine carry over a grade of 1 in 40 ? I do not 
know the character of this engine, but it says here that on a grade of 1 in 40 it will take 350 tons.
1940. AYhat would he the net load on a grade of 1 in 40 ? You may take the tare at one-third; that will
be 234 tons net. '
1941. Do you care about expressing an opinion as to the capacity of these engines? I really do not
know anything about them, I know the diameter of the wheel and the cylinders, and tlie length of 
stroke, and alJ that sort of thing, and by a formula which engineers have they calculate what an engine 
will do under these circumstances. ’
1942. You assume that that report having been published it is correct? Yes; I cannot assume any
thing else. 19iY

• Note (oi! rcWmon) Too umcli importance should not be attached to this alleged eontiact; it could possibly be 
npset on the ground that it was made contrary to public polity ; or, if sustained, tbe compensation for loss would not be 
laige. It must ite remembered that it is only a contract tor 35 miles of traction.

f Note (o« rerinion): 100,000 tons would only give a contribution to interest on capital of some £10,000, after 
paying working expenses. Tbe answer given by mo is qualified to that extent.

286—K
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The Hon. 1943. X)o you think you have made a- liberal calculation as to the expenses per train mile ? Tes.
Ooorlehap What is the general cost per train mile ? A mere fraction over 4s. per mile. That is according to
'm.L.C, ti10 last report of the Commissioners. That includes all expenses.

^ 1945. Without including interest on capital ? Tes.
28 Aug.,1896. 1946. What were the earnings per train mile according to the last report ? 7s. 3{-rl.*

1947. Do you think, from your past experience, that this traffic could he carried from Broken Hill to 
Illawarra for 18s. a ton and leavo a margin of protit ? If the engine can do what it is represented to do 
that can be done easily.
1948. Have you noticed the evidence given by the Secretary for Railways on this question ? Yes.
1049. In answer to me, he said that the Railway Commissioners were cognisant of the evidence he was 
giving, and he stated he did not think it was possible to carry the traffic for less than -Id. per ton 
per mile. We have also Mr. Harper’s evidence, and he seems very emphatic that a profit cannot bo. 
made ;—what is your opinion of that ? Tou have all had some experience of public officers, and that while 
they are not aware of it, they are prejudiced in their evidence. They do sometimes, unconsciously, manage 
to give such evidence as would seem to meet some particular views and opinions and wishes. I should not 
like to say anything against those officers. I know they are very valuable. _ ,
1950. Do you not think that if they gave evidence of that kind they might give evidence to suit the views
of‘the Commissioners? 1 would not say that; their evidence is given on oath. I noticed that Mr. 
McLachlan said in answer to one question that the circumstances might change, and that the Com
missioners might think it desirable to make a lower charge. I do not know in what way the circumstances 
could change. The natural features of the country cannot change. . ,
1951. Mr. Ahyaji.] Did you not state, in reply to Mr, Wright, that if you were Railway Commissioner, 
and such a line as this were recommended for the traffic from Broken Hill, you would not approve, of it? 
I would like to construct a stronger line to {avry traffic of that kind.
1952. If you look at the official description, will you not see that provision has been made for the present 
traffic, and also the prospective traffic ? They propose that if the traffic is very large to strengthen 
the line.
1953. What is vour opinion with respect to present conditions? If we take the estimate of the
Railway Commissioners, I am sure the line is quite strong enough. _
1954. In that case you would take the same course ? Tes ; they do not anticipate getting any ore. _
1955. But if a huge output of ore were carried at £1 per ton, you could not recommend such a light 
railway ? I should like a heavier lino of railway.
1956. In your estimate,! understand you donotmake any provision for auy traffic other than tbeore? Bo.
1957. Taking the Commissioners’ estimate with your estimate, £30,000 more should he added to the
revenue for the carriage of other goods ? Tes. ,
1958. Taking the very lowest estimate, you think this would he a paying line? Tes; always provided
that they can get the ore, and that they can carry it as they state there they can. _ _
1959. What would you consider to be national reasons for the line ? That is a very wide question; pro
bably the amelioration of the condition of the people resident in the district might be a national question. 
I have no doubt it is.
1960. Also connecting the westernmost city with our own metropolis? Yes; and there is a good com
mercial reason too, because all railways are more calculated to pay if they fun from one large centre to 
another,
1961. Also iu view of tho competition of the various colonies as far as the railways are concerned, do you 
not think that we should try to gain this trafiic for our railways ? I have uo doubt of that in my own. 
mind. I look upon it in this way from a national point of view : that the Government of this country 
own the locality; they are providing for the government of that part of the country ; they erect Court
houses, administer justice, they secure every man in his rights, and preserve law and order; but we arc 
getting from that part of the country no benefit, except, it may be, a slight benefit from the sale of land. 
Commercially we are at present cut oil from that pare of the country.
19G2. Therefore, the construction of this line, in order to bring the people of Broken Hill near to us, 
ought to be a consideration with this Committee? There is no doubt about that.
1963. If this line were constructed, what would be the difference in the charge for carriage of toe ore to 
Cockle Creek, as compared with Illawarra? It is a very stiff line between Cockle Creek and Sydney, and 
I should be inclined to make a higher charge if it were taken to Newcastle. I should be inclined to put 
on Is. fid. per ton more.
1964. That would be 21s. Gd. per ton? Tes. t _
1965. Even that would be less than they are now charging for conveying the ore by way of Port Pirie ? 
1 believe the present charge is 203. per ton.
1966. Mr. ifdiejfs,] Assuming that this line were constructed on the understanding that the ore would
he carried at the rate of-Jd. per ton per mile,f might not that lead to a reduction in the charge for carriage 
of similar freight all over the Colony, thus rendering what are now paying lines non-paying ones? If I 
were the administrator of the railways, I would not allow such a consideration to weigh with me for a 
moment. I would he going for special traffic under special circumstances, and I should make it excep
tional, and not allow it to be made general. '
1967. Would not a demand be made for a reduction by people who are now paying id. per ton for 
similar traffic ? That might be the case, but it would be very unwise to give way. I would give way if 
the circumstances were identical. Give me the same train-load for the same distance, and I would do it, 
and make a profit out of it.
1908. Chairman^ Have you taken into consideration the difficulties in working the Zig-zag. We have 
already had representations made to us that the Zig-zag is pretty well choked now with traffic ? I have 
taken all that into consideration. I think it is possible that the Commissioners will soon find another 
route to overcome that difficulty. _
1969. Do you not regard the question of passing the number of trains required over the Zig-zag to 
meet this traffic in conjunction with the present traffic rather serious ? I cannot assent to that.

* Note (ore revision) :—To show the economic advantage of constant and heavy loads, such as this ore traffic will 
provide, it may he pointed out that notwithstanding the low rate proposed to be charged, the earnings per train mile 
will l>e at tho lowest computation 9s., while the average earnings for all services are only 7s. 3fd. 

t Note (ore rermon) :—See note to Question 1S8S.

WEDNESDAY,
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Jlrfsent:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

Tho lion. Erederick Thomas H umpheey. 
The Hon. Tames Hoskins.
T]io Hon. ’William Joseph Teickett,

John Lionel Eeqan, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
'.Francis Augustus Weight, Esq.

The Committee further comidored the proposed Bailway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Bichard Sleath, Esq,, M.P., sworn, and examined :—
1970. Chairman.'] You are Member for the Electoral District of Wilcannia, in the Legislative Assembly of R. Sleatb, 
New South Wales ? Yes. “ Esq., M.P.
1071. Would you like to put your views on this proposal before tho Committee in the form of a state
ment ? I will make a short statement. I know the country fairly well on both routes. I know Broken 110ct'’ 1E9G‘ 
Hill, and have a fair knowledge of its trade, and 1 am perfedly satisfied that railway communication with 
Broken Hill is advisable. I am not in a position to say whether the railway would pay immediately on 
its construction or not. [ am inclined to think that it would not; but from my experience I believe that 
in a short time it would pay working expenses and interest on cost of construction. In my experience iu 
that part of the Colony, I found that periodically we get spells of dry weather, and the only outlet for the 
greater portion of that western country is by means of water carriage by tbe Darling Biver. Last year, 
for some four or five months, tho river was not navigable, and it has been explained lo me by business 
men the great loss it is to them when anything of that kind occurs. When their only means of transit is 
blocked it is most expensive to adopt any other means. In dealing with the produce for Wilcannia, I 
know when I was up there eighteen months ago they wore getting their stuff through from South Australia 
to Broken Hill, and thence by teams to Wilcannia. Owing to the drought there was no water on that 
track, and I suppose almost a score of teams which started from Broken Hill were unable to get through.
The bullocks died by the way, and their stuff was simply stranded. If there were railway communication, 
the whole of tho produce would go by rail undoubtedly ; for it has been pointed out that, depending as 
they do now on the river carriage, they have to keep a very large stock in hand, and the saving of interest 
on tho surplus stock, and the insurance, would more than compensate for the extra cost of carriage by 
rail. To the north of Wileaimia, lately, there has been a good deal of fresh development in regard to 
mining, and although no one can positively say yet what the future of these gold-fields may be, certainly 
at the present time it looks much bettor than ever it did before. There are several hundred more men 
employed, and there is a great stretch of country now being taken up for reefing purposes, which previ
ously was unthought of. It was not supposed to be auriferous. AVhat the ultimate development maybe 
no one can say. Then, close to Wilcannia, there is opal-mining, where quite a number of men are employed—
I suppose 400 or 600. Lately there has been a fresh discovery made about the same distance from 
Wilcannia, but about 30 or 40 miles from the present place where mining operations are being carried on.
The route from Cobar to Wilcannia is much shorter—almost 100 miles—than the route from Condobolm 
via Menindie to AVileannia, and the cost of construction would, I think, be about the same. The nature 
of the country is much the same, and the cost of construction wmuld undoubtedly be about the same.
The quality of the country is also much the same. It undoubtedly is better country at Condobolin, and 
around Hillston, and in those districts, than it is at Cobar. But. taking an equal distance from Broken 
Hill either way, it is much the 'same character of country. There is very little to be said in favour 
of one as against the other. The cost of bridging the river would, I think, bo much about tbe same.
One advantage which the Cobar route would have over the Condobolin route—and I think it is rather an 
important one—is that it would almost go through the centre of that western country which' is not supplied 
with railway communication. A railway by tbe Condobolin route would go within a reasonable distance 
of the Hay railway line, and would undoubtedly take an amount of traffic which now goes to Hay and 
thence to Sydney by rail. Although it might be some advantage to those closely adjoining the proposed 
route, I do not know that it would he of much general advantage to the whole of the western country.
If tho railway were constructed by tho other route, unless some very great reduction vvas made in the cost 
of freight, I do not for one moment expect that we would get anything like tho whole of tho Broken Hill 
mine traffic. I feel satisfied that it would be almost impossible to construct a railway to bring sulphide 
ores direct from Broken Hill to Sydney. In ray opinion that should he left entirely out of ihe question, 
because l am sure it would never be done. But undoubtedly if railway communication -was established 
direct with Sydney from Broken Hill, an amount of traffic other than the mine traffic would undoubtedly 
go right through. A t tbe present time the position is, perhaps, not quite so bad as it was a few years ago.
When the fiscal policy of this Colony was of a protective character, the people of Broken Hill had to get _ 
their produce from another Colony. Their butter, bacon, cheese, and that sort of thing had to come from 
South Australia, and they had to pay customs duty in addition to railway freight. They had something 
like 200 or 300 miles of railway freight to pay as well as the duty aud the trouble of clearing the goods at 
the Customs House. The people complained very bitterly that they were shut off by circumstances from 
the other portions of this Colony, and were uuable to trade with those portions. Should a railway he 
constructed by either route to Broken Hill, there is no doubt that there would be a fair demand for, and 
a considerable traffic in timber and that sort of thing. The timber which has been used at Broken 
Hill—and great quantities have been used—bas been mostly imported from Puget Sound, Tasmania, New 
Zealand, and AVcstem Australia. It has been found that the cost of getting our inland timbers first to . 
tho seaboard, and thence by water carriage to Tort Pirie, or Port Adelaide, and thence by rail to Broken 
Hill, would make it too expensive for them to use at all. Por this reason New South AVales timbers have 
never really had an opportunity of being used—or oven being tested to see whether they are suitable for 
mining purposes or not. Some years ago, those who were interested in railway construction took the 
trouble to estimate the coal of bringing coal direct from Lithgow to Broken Hill by rail. At that time 
they were able to show lhat coal could be landed iu Broken Hill cheaper from Lithgow direct by rail than 
from Newcastle by water to Port Pirio and thence by rail to Broken Hill. But I believe the reductions 
which the Government of South Australia have since made in their railway carriage would somewhat 
compensate for tho figures which were then, no doubt, perfectly correct. 1072.
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H. Sleath, 1972. If a railway is fo lie constructed to Broken HUL you favour the northern route for three reasons
Esq., M.P. flrst] because geographically it is the better route ; secondly because the trafiic it gets will not be a leakage 

from other lines; and thirdly because the recent discoveries would make it appear that the district north- 
14 ct‘j 139“-west 0f'\Yi]caI111ia ivould be a good mining centre ? Yes. _

1.973. You have expressed no opinion with regard to the comparative merits of tlie country along the two 
routes from a pastoral standpoint? I do not think I have. Of course, anyone who happens to travel 
over one portion of either route would hardly boitt a position to form a very correct opinion as to the 
quality of the country, because, as you know the country changes, and you find good patches as well as 
bad patches. I have travelled over most of that country several times ; in fact, 1 have travelled through 
it for a number of years, and 1 am satisfied that taking the samo distance From Broken Hill on either 
route the country is somewhat similar, and the carrying capacity is about the same.
1974. There is no material difference? I do not think so. On the Condobolin route wc have a length of 
nearly 100 miles of better countrv. It is only 270 miles from Broken Hill to Cobar, and it is about 3/0 
miles from Broken Hill to Condobolin ; and, of course, tbe last 100 miles, as you go toward^ Condobolin, 
would certainly be much better country than that which is closer to Broken Hill; the rainfall is much
]jetter ’

1975. Boughly speaking, your last reason is that approximately there is 100 miles less line to construct
at a proportiouately less expenditure ? Yes. _
1976. You dismiss at present freights the question of the railway carrying ore? Yes; at present freights
it would be impossible. .
1977. You do not see how it is going to compete? It cannot compete at present freights. . I am not a 
railway expert, but j know that some years ago, in America, when the private railway companies were not 
paying, in fact, were verjr far from paying, they made tremendous reductions in different parts of the 
States to carry low grade ores. I have no personal knowledge, but I am informed that the private 
companies were able to make tremendous reductions iu the freights so long as they could carry as much 
as they wanted to carry at their own time. If they could take 10.000 tons of ore one week, and noue next 
week, or if they could just take the ore as they chose, they made tremendous reductions, of course the 
reduction in the price of silver would make a difference ; but at that time a number of mines which bad 
be unable to work before w ere able to work afterwards at a profit. I do not know what the Railway 
Commissioners may do, but at present rates it would be simply impossible for the railway to compete with 
the other means of carriage. If a railway were constructed to the river from Broken Hill, they would be 
able to get water carriage. In that way, I think, they would be able to carry sulphide ores, and land 
them cither at Illawarra or at Newcastle more cheaply than they could take them to Port Pirie and bring 
them round by water to those places, because instead of having 230 miles of railway carriage, they would 
only have one-half that length. By the route to Menindie they would have only 65 miles, and by the 
route to Wilcannia, they would have 110 miles rail carriage, aud then they would only have the water 
carriage down the river.
1978. You go down the river I suppose to Goolwa, and, perhaps, to Port Victor ? Yes. _
19/9. Again, it becomes a matter of freight ? Quite so. I am not iu a position to say how it would 
work out, hut it might be done in that way. In the treatment of refractory ores what is required is either 
fire or water. In Broken Hill they have not a sufficient supply of water to treat tho ores at anything 
like a reasonable cost. They have erected on one of the properties there a new system of concentration 
known as the Hancock dig. 1 had some experience of the concentrating plant on the Proprietary mine. 
I was in charge of the plant for some time, and tho great difficulty we had to contend with, among other 
things, was tbe inferior quality of the water. "We had to use very highly mineralised water, which did 
not give a satisfactory result; sometimes it was iu that state that it really was not fit for concentrating 
purposes. If you had railway communication to the river, it is probable that a concentrating plant might 
he erected on the river to reduce the amount. Some of the refractory ores iu Broken Hill, and there are 
great quantities of them, before they could be properly dealt with, would have to be reduced at least 
1 ton in 5. The carriage either by rail or water of the concentrates containing the silver and load in the 
5 tons of ore, would not be so great then. Up to the present time there has teen no opportunity to do 
anything like that. Some time ago it was proposed to erect concentrating works on a larger scale at 
Port Pirie ; but that, I think, was abandoned, because the concentrators then in use did not give satis
factory results. After some years of experimenting they have adopted ibis Hancock Jig.
1980. Mr. Myan.] Which is a thorough success ? I can quite understand that it is, because those who 
have been experimenting have had a very long experience in the treatment of ores, as well as an 
experience of all sorts of concentrating plants. If you could get any amount of water within, say GO or 100 
miles of Broken Hill, it is just possible that with a concentrating plant—not necessarily in connection with 
the Proprietary mine, because around Broken Hill there are miles of country containing any amount of 
low-grade ore which would pay for working if there was anything like a reasonable means of extracting 
the mineral—it is more than likely that if the railway was constructed in the near future a concentrating

" plant would he erected on the river where they would have a continuous supply of water..
1981. Chairman.] You are aware that there is likely to be a great alteration iu the location of the treat
ment of Broken Hill ores ? Yes.
1982. That means a tendency to take the ore to the coal ? Yes.
1983. Is it not likely to alter the whole aspect ? It will, to a very great extent. Up to the present time, 
the ores which have been treated at Broken Hill have not been what you may term refractory ores, 
but free ores. They have never attempted to treat refractory ores to any.extent; but even amongst 
tbe free ores—the ordinary carbonate of lead ore—there is any amount of ore of a low grade character, 
in and around Broken Hill, giving 10 or 15, or perhaps in some cases, up to 20 ounces of silver, and 
carrying very little lead probably. It will not pay to smelt that ore in Broken Hill; in fact the smelting 
is so expensive that it would not pay to smelt that ore anywhere. But by putting it through Hancock's 
Jiggers, you would reduce 5 tons (purely by water, without any fire at nil) to perhaps 1 ton, and save, 
perhaps, 90 per cent, of the mineral that was in the 5 tons. In the ease of sulphide ores, undoubtedly 
the tendency is to take tho ore to the coal; but outside the sulphide ores there is any quantity of low- 
grade free ores iu and around Broken Hill which will never ho worked at a profit until they get a cheap 
supply of water in Broken Hill, or arc able to take the ores cheaply to where there is water. Still a 
great quantity of ore being raised now qt Broken Hill ip pplphidc.

1984.
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1S184. You nre speaking ot the possibilities ratbcr than the present outlet ? As a matter of fact, e\enm ?■
Borne of the mines right on the line of lode—if you take the British mine, it has in sight, 1 suppose, 
thousands of tons of low-grade free ore, oxidised ore : and so it is in a number of other mines. But it 
will not pay them to raise it now, because they have no means of treating il. ' c ■! ■
1985. In your opinion, is the river a cheaper means of transit for most of the produce of the AVileannia
district than a railway, when the river is navigable ? Yes, undoubtedly, for wool and all that sort of 
thing. ~ ' ■
1986. AVith an intermittent river, you think il might be wiser, sometimes, to pay a higher freight by 
railway than to have the delay m the river carriage 1 Yes. Within the last two months, owing to the 
river being low, and not in too good a condition, about seven or eight barges have been sunk, and in a 
great many cases nearly the whole of the wool has got wet. That, as you know, reduces the value of the 
wool by a long way.
1987. Do you know what the freight from AVileannia to Broken Hill is by road? It is about £5 a ton , 
under ordinary conditions. During the severe drought last- year it wras more than £5 a ton, because 
when a teamster took a load out from Broken Bill the chances were against his getting through with his 
load. Perhaps he would lose all his bullocks, and w'ould not be able to get the freight over.
1988. You mean that in areally serious drought the trafiic would bo suspended ? It would. G-cner.ally 
speaking, the carriage out there under ordinary circumstances is Is per ton per mile. In favourable weather, 
w'hen there is plenty of grass aud that sort of thing, yon may get loading taken at a somewhat cheaper 
rate, but when it is scarce it is more costly. As regards the teamsters’ union which was formed at Bourke,
Hay, AVileannia. and Broken Hill that was their minimum rate.
1989. Mr. Tnckntt.'] Do I gather from your evidence that yon think aline from Broken Hill to Menindio 
would largely suit the requirements of Broken Bill? J think it would. Of course it will become a 
question of railway policy as to whether it would be advisable to do that, but a line from Broken Bill to 
bfenindie would, in a great measure, meet the requirements of Broken Hill.
1990. Looking at the whole question from an economical point of view, as well as a national point of 
view, if the whole scheme could not bo carried out justifiably, you think that a line from Menindie to 
Broken Hill would very mucli suit the requirements of Broken Bill? Yes, aud f believe that it would 
pretty well pay.
1991. A ou think it would pay ? I am satisfied that it would in many ways. Some members of the 
Committee have visited Broken Hill and seen what sort of a place it is, and know that the people have 
very little opportunity to get away from the heat and dust. If excursion trains could be run on Saturdays, 
tho passenger trafiic would be pretty heavy. The returns from passenger traffic alone, if special trains 
were run, would be pretty heavy.
1992. It would also open up a very large timber trade for fuel purposes? Yes, for fuel purposes,
because an order bas been issued by the Department of Mines that people are not to cut timber within 1(1 
or 20 miles of Broken Bill, There is very little timber to cut within that area, because the little timber 
which was within the area has been used during the last ton or twelve years. They used it very largely 
in the mines before they got railway communication from Terowie. ' *
1993. Having been a resident of Broken Hill, and being in pretty frequent touch with the place, are you
ablo to say whether the fooling of the people is very much in favour of a railway to Menindie ? > Yes, I 
am positive that tho people are anxious to get railway communication with the river. They are not 
particular if it is to come from Sydney. [ am certain that they are indifferent whether they get it from 
Cobar via AVileannia or Condobolin ri% Menindie, but I believe they would be perfectly satisfied with a 
railway from Broken Hill to Menindie. “
1991. Aon have referred to iho quality of colonial timber for mining purposes. As the difficulties of 
moulding and handling colonial timber are so great, do you think that the mining companies are likely to 
prefer imported timber for mining struts and so on? The advantage in using tho imported timber, 
speaking more particularly of Oregon, which is generally used, is that it stands the different gases under
ground very well. It does not fret underground. It is very light and easily handled, and comparatively 
speaking, it is pretty strong; but for some classes of work it is absolutely useless. For instance, iu 
regard to shaft work and that sort of thing it is absolutely necessary to have some sort of hard timber.
I99o. Do they use hardwood timber now? Ares. I do not know whore they mav be getting their timber 
from, but when I was more closely connected with mining there wo used to get a good deal of AVcst 
Australian jarrah, and Tasmanian stringybark. We also used a quantity of New Zealand pine, but it. 
was not very good mining limber.
199G. Do you tbink that with easy access to the mines our hardwood timber would be largely used? I 
do not mean for a moment lo say that it would entirely take the place of imported timber, but I am per
fectly satisfied that a great quantity of colonial hardwood would bo used. lulSOO, owing to the weather,
I believe, two timber vessels did not arrive. A vessel was supposed to arrive every month, hut at that 1
time two months had elapsed without a vessel arriving, AVe were entirely out of timber, and the mining
companies had to send to Sydney, Melbourne, aud Adelaide to buy up all tbe old timber, which bad been
used for other purposes, and at very nreat expense they got some inferior stuff. Undoubtedly, if there
was a means ot getting Now Bouth Wales timber to tbe mines, the d’rectors would use a fair quantity of
it, not only because it would bo suitable and cheaper than they could gel it elsewhere, but because
it w’ould be a supply upon which they could fall back iu the case of a failure, such as I have mentioned.
1997. I understand that you prefer the Wilcannia route to the Menindie route ? Yes.
1998. Can you state how tho two routes compare as stock centres which would be likely to feed the 
railway? I do not know if I could go into details, .As far as stock centres are concerned, judging 
roughly, the whole of the stock tor the whole of the north-western portion of New South Wales comes to 
AVileannia. They travel very often on to Eonrko,nud there they are shipped by rail, or travelled further.
Then again they travel through by Bay ou to the A'ictorian border. Not only the stock produced in 
New SouthWales comes through VVilcanuic, but groat quantities of both cattle and sheep from the 
borders of Queensland.
1999. Those are mostly travelling to the southern market? They travel both wavs. They come up to
AVileannia, and they travel also to Adelaide. Aslar as the carrying capacity of the country is concerned, 
the average of sheep to the aero would he much about the same. By the railway by the Condobolin- 
Menindio route they would get easier access to the Bay raihvay. ” ^

2000.



922

78. ' ^ PARLIAJfENTART STANDING COMMITTEE ON POBLIC WORKS.

R. Sleath, 2000. You recoguise the fact that the pastoralists would still use the river for wool carriage ? Un- 
Esq., M.P. doubtedly. I feel confident that no matter which way the line may go the only freight which would 

I'TtvT'^Rqfi rcally come from the river would be the ordinary produce. Thcnecessary goods for consumption would, 
c ■' 1 undoubtedly, come by rail from Sydney if it was constructed, whether the river was up or down. It

would pay the merchants there to get them sent by rail.
2001. Speedy transit and the non-necessity of over-stocking, and the risk of catching a market would 
influence their decision in favour of using the railway ? Just so. Then there is the saving in insurance 
to be considered. Some storekeepers in "Wilcannia keep from £8,000 to £12,000 worth of stock in hand.
2002. AVith a continuous means of transit, that could all be dispensed with ? Yes; it could be brought
down to a small amount. _ _
2003. Your chief reason for urging the adoption of the Cobar-Wilcannia route is that it would serve a
country which is not well supplied with railway communication, and that the lower line is within fair 
touch of a line of railway? Yes, the pastoral country being about equal, and the mineral country being 
so much better. ■
2004. That is up towards Mount Browne and those places ? Yes. The Bev. Father Curran has been
reporting on that country lately, and Mr. Slee has also been over that country. I have not got a copy 
of their reports just now, but 1 know that Mr. Slee’s report is highly favourable; and 1 am satisfied that 
Father Curran’s report will be a favourable one, and that there are vast possibilities in that country lying 
to tbe north of Wilcannia in regard to mineral development. _
2005. M.r. Wright.] Do you know the country well between Cobar and AVileannia P Yery well. _
2006. Is there much traffic likely to be picked up along that country by a railway—suppose a railway 
was built from Cobar to AVileannia, would there be much intervening traffic ? There would certainly be a 
considerable amount of traflic. Around FTyngan quite an amount of chaff and that sort of thing is 
produced. The people beyond Cobar complain bitterly of tho great cost of road carriage between Cobar 
and AFilcaunia. There is no agricultural land between Cobar and AVileannia, and the only freight you 
would pick up there would be station freights, such as wool and stock.
2007. Do you know the district known as tho Paddington Blocks, including Mr. M’Pherson’s station ? Yes. 
2003. Is it not all good country through there? Yes ; it is certainly some of the best country west of 
Cobar.
2009. It is all wheat land, is it not ? It is only lately they have started to grow wheat. ] could not say 
what tho result of their experiment has been.
2010. All that country has good red soil ? It is certainly splendid soil, but it is only a few years since 
they started growing wheat there. During the last two years they have had so little rain that they have 
not bad a proper trial.
2011. Do you think that the whole of that country from Cobar to Wilcannia, with the amount of rainfall, 
would produce large wheat-crops ? I am perfectly satisfied that there is no land in this country, or in 
any other country, which would produce better wheat-crops if it had anything like a fair rainfall.
2012. You are aware that it does not require a very heavy rainfall to produce wheat ? No. AVithin 2 
or 3 miles of AVileannia they have produced some excellent wheat.
2013. If a railway is constructed from Cobar, via Wilcannia, there is a possibility that a great deal of that 
country might be used for growing cereals? Yes; and eventually I am satisfied that it will.
2014. How is tbe country along the projected line from AVillandra Creek to Menindie suited for the 
growth of cereals ? 1 am inclined to think that the soil is not so good.
2015. It is inferior soil to the other? That is my opinion.

Henry Deane, Esq., Engineer-in-Chicf, Bailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,
sworn, and further examined :—

IT. Deane, 2013. Chairman.] You desire to make a statement to the Committee ? Ido. Through the favour of the 
Esq, Committee 1 have been enabled to read Mr. Goodehap's evidence and compare it with the answers given 

/——\ by me to questions 354 to 367, inclusive. I find on reading my evidence over it is not as clear as it might 
14 Oct., 1896. jjej an<j although the conclusions drawn by myself are right, the statements evidently misled Mr. Good- 

chap. I now wish to put tho matter in a clearer form, and request that the Committee will allow these 
observations to bo added to my evidence. It was never proposed that, on the cheap lines in the interior, 
engines of the P., J., or T., class, with axle loads of from 15 to 16 tons, should be used on tbcm—nor is 
there any necessity to do so. Even on the line under consideration, with its possibility of “ heaviest 
mineral traffic” there is no need. Trains of 300 tons are quite possible on grades of 1 in 100 if locomotives 
with axle loads of 12 tons are used, and the heavy or rather long trains of 700 tons, mentioned by Mr. 
Goodcbap, can be drawn over the line on more favourable grades without having recourse to the new ’I1, 
class of locomotives. For this kind of traffic, however, I recommend additional sleepers. The Condobolin- 
Broken Hill line, as authorised, was to be of the cheapest possible construction, with 60-lb, rails, and 
for the most part without ballast. I have satisfied myself of the practicability of conducting traffic, and 
even large traffic, under these conditions, and I have always stated that where heavy locomotives arc to bo 
used, it is advisable to put down a heavier rail. I have also pointed out lhat the earth road without 
ballast is a temporary expedient, to be improved as time goes on by ballasting. This is in accordance with 
American practice, where roads are first laid without ballast and afterwards improved. AVith regard to 
the short trucks weighing 28 or 29 tons gross, the use of which is proposed by Mr. Goodcbap, I consider 
that they would he most detrimental to the road. The load per axle would' he so heavy that with the 
short wheel base the oscillation induced during rapid runs would give the permanent way a terrible 
knocking about. There is, however, apparently no necessity for such a class of rolling-stock. Bogie 
trucks, 30 to 35 feet long, will carry the same load, and can be made as light as tho proposed short ones, 
and the running would be easier. The only difference would be that the trains would be longer. The 
grades on the Ccmdobolin-Broken Hill lino would be quite suitable for long trains without using the 
heaviest class of locomotives. AVith the exception of the two ends of the line where grades of 1 in 100 
may prove unavoidable, nothing worse than l in 150 need bo anticipated, At the ends of the line an 
auxiliary engine can help to pull up the loads if necessary. Frobably the greatest difficulty that would 
arise in providing for tho working of the heavy traffic between Broken Hill and the mountains, would be 
found iu the limit of allowable axle-load on the Molong-Barkes line, which bas OU-lb. rails and 1 m 60 
grades. As heavier rails cannot now be substituted, except at very great expense, some other expedient 
must probably be looked to. The carrying capacity of the line would of course be largely increased by

" ' placing
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placing additional Bleepers under tlie rails, but I doubt whether the requisite hauling power for the long 
trains coming in from tho west could be obtained without doubling the locomotives. _
2017. Tbe question of ballast in any country depends on the hind of country over which you are going 
to construct the line, aud the work which the line is called upon to perform when conatructed ? Tes, to 
a great extent. If ballast was easily obtainable it wrould he foolish not to put it in.
2018. Is the country such as the Condobolin-Broken Hill-Mcnindie line will pass over suitable for the 
carrying of heavy traffic on a cheaply'Constructed line ? Tes.
2019. Is that route still in your opinion suitable for tbe construction of a light line without ballast ? Tes.
2020. "Wo were informed in South Australia by the Bngineerdn-Chicf, as well as by his predecessor, that 
although South Australia bad an idea in tbe lirst instance of constructing lines without ballast, and with a 
minimum of ballast, as the construction of tbe lines proceeded it demonstrated tho unwisdom of that to 
them, and in no instance, I think, have they less than 7 inches of ballast, and the sleepers boxed over, 
because of tlie hot weather;—what would you say in regard to that statement ? I adhere to my previous 
opinion that it is quite practicable to laydown lines in the way I have proposed, aud afterwards, of course, 
to improve them as I recommend. I think there is no doubt, even on very poor soil—soft soil—you can 
adopt that practice. I do not know the method which was adopted in South Australia, but I have satisfied 
myself that it can be done. It is a proper thing fo be done for the light lines in the interior. It is 
necessary to take care that the formation is well drained'. That is a matter ■which has not been sufficiently 
attended to. I believe that in Australia previously attempts have been made to make earth lines, and that 
matter has not been sufficiently attended to. When a proposal was first made to lay down cheap lines 
like this line, I objected because it wras proposed to lay the lines practically on tbe surface of the ground. 
I am not laying a line on tho surface of tbe ground. I am in every case forming an embankment, or else 
there is a cutting with a sufficient rounding of the formation to give the drainage that you want. We 
also want to bo particular that the ends of the sleepers are not covered. If the ends of the sleepers are 
closed in by tho earth they form sloppy pits iu wet weather ; hut if they are left clear, which is one of tbe 
great principles of this class of railway construction, thou the water cannot lodge under the sleepers.
2021. Tou would not box up the sleepers then? Ko ; the ends most bo left free in earth ballasting.
2022. Where you require to ballast, what depth of ballast will you put ini’ I should put in about 
5 inches where it was neeossarv.

H. Deane, 
Esq.

14 Oct., 180G.

2023. At what portion of tho line will you use ballast ? At very few places, forming an insignificant pro
portion of tbe length,
2021. Ton think that eventually, in order to have a satisfactory line, it will be ballasted? It will be better 
ballasted.
2025. Eventually it will be done ? Tes.
2026. Suppose yopr line will carry the ore which is likely to be raised in Broken Hill to Condobolin, you 
still adhere to tbe opinion that a line without ballast would carry 800,000 tons in a year? Tes, it could 
be carried.
2027. But that, gradually, ballasting operations would have to be begun, and eventually the line would be 
ballasted? I am sure tbe Railway Commissioners would gradually ballast the line, but it might be a long 
process, because it is a line of great length.

.2028. If the whole of the line is to be ballasted in fifteen years, it is only a question of saving that much interest 
in the first instance—it is not saved for all time ? I do not say that it must bo ballasted, but I say that 
the Commissioners would, no doubt, ballast it. There are thousands of miles of line in America which 
have never been ballasted, and perhaps never may be ballasted. In the southern parts of the United States 
and on the Southern Pacific Railway there arc long lengths of line which wore constructed without ballast, 
and which have no ballast now.
2029. In country no more satisfactory from the construction standpoint ? Ho.
2030. And called upon to meet heavy traffic demands as a line carrying the ores from Broken Hill to Con
dobolin would? There is a very heavy traffic over some of the lines. Most lines on the Southern Pacific 
Railway carry very heavy traffic.
2031. The more powerful tbe engine you can use, the more cheaply the load will bo hauled? Tou can 
take longer trains.
2032. A long train carries a big load. ? Because of the flat grades, you can use a lighter engine.
2033. Tou propose on this line, hauling this enormous traffic, not to use the best engines iu the Colony, or 
the most powerful engines ? It was never intended to use these very heavy engines.
2034. AVhat weight would the engines be which you intend to use ? I have limited the weight to about 
12 tons per axle, with 60-lb. rails.
2035. The consolidated Australian engine weighs 107 tons? Ares, with tbe tender, which weighs 41 tons.
2036. AVhat is the weight of the engine you propose to use ? The engine, without the tender, is 66 tons, of 
which 59-i- tons are on the driving wheels.
2037. Uo you think it would be wise for tbe Colony to use small engines with these large engines in their 
possession ? If the smaller engines will tal;e the load.
2038. Tou explain that statement by saying that the grade is so easy that a lighter engine will do the 
work as satisfactorily ? Tes ; that is on tho easy grades which we expect to get.
2039. Tour explanation in regard to the ballast is that you believe that those who express this definite 
opinion as to tlie absolute need for ballast have lost sight of, or rather do not know, the operations you 
intend to carry on of keeping tbe road dry and properly drained ? Tes; it is tbe difference between 
practicable working and failure.
2040. Mr. Hoskins^] Tou stated that in the early days of railway construction in Australia tho persons
who constructed the lines did not appear to consider tbe question of drainage so much as you think they 
ought to have done ;—has the importance of providing for drainage been impressed on your mind since 
you have seen the pioneer railways in America? Perhaps I did not make myself quite clear. I did not 
refer to tho early construction of railways generally, because they have always been well drained, I think. 
1 referred specially to cases where attempts have been made to do without ballast. '
2041. Is it not a fact that in a good many instances, in this Colony, sufficient provision was not made for 
carrying off the surface water by means of culverts-and small bridges ? Tes.
2042. Was not the Cootaimmdra accident ascribed to a cause of that kind ? That was supposed to have 
been due to a very exceptional rainfall, and the bursting of tbe dams on the creek.

2043.
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II. Deane, 2013, Is it Dot a fact that since many of our railways have been opened, you have been compelled to increase 
the waterways under tho lines, in order to give more facilities for drainage? Yes. It is almost impossible, 

14 Oct 1696 'n caAes, to design the culverts to give the proper amount of waterway.
’ 2014. This Condobolin-Broken Hill railway is to be constructed primarily to bring sulphide ores to

Lithgow or to the coast—and, taking the estimated quantity of ore to be provided from Broken Hill at
700,000 or 800,000 tons a year, do you not think that, on an average, the quantity of ore taken over that 
line a day, if the trade was equal to the expectations, would be at least l,0u0 tons ? It would.
2045. As the trucks would be brought loaded in one direction from Broken Hill, and I presume very 
little back loading would be taken, empty trucks would have to be run tbe whole distance in order to 
provide the means for conveying the ore down ? Yes.
2010, "Would not that necessitate for that long distance a double line of railway ? It would necessitate 
a number of crossing loops.
2047. Would not that greatly increase the expense of the line? Yot very much.
2048. J/r. Humphert/You considered the possible traffic which might have to be carried over the line 
in estimating that it would cost £2.GOO per mile? I could not say that in the first instance 1 did take 
into consideration the extent of the traffic. What 1 provided is a lino of a certain class, and I have 
endeavoured to show that that class of line is quite capable of accommodating a very large traffic.
2049. Is it not your opinion that the line, as proposed, would bo equal to a traffic of 3,000 tons of ore
per dav? Yes. '
2050. If it was 3,000 tons per day, that would mean four or five long loaded trains from Broken Hill to
the coast? On the figures submitted there is a probability that the maximum quantity would be 800,000 
tons a year. “
2051. In your opinion would tbe line, constructed as you propose, be equal to the traffic of that magni
tude ? It would be a very largo traffic. It really means about 1,000,000 tons gross.
2052. Mr. Hoskins] In point of fact, could a single line be worked with such a large traffic going in one 
direction? It may be done if there arc sufficient loops provided. It would mean about seven trains 
a day in one direction. That is not an impossible number.
2053. Chairman] How many hours would it take a train, hauling that class of traffic, to go from Broken 
Hill to Sydney, a distance of 700 miles ? It would not go more than 20 miles an hour.
2054. Supposing that it takes thirty-six hours for a tram to go from Broken Hill to Sydney, and seven 
trains are run every twenty-four hours, there would be ten and a half trains run in thirty-six hours ? Yes.
2055. Therefore, in thirty-sii hours there are twenty-one trams running backwards and forwards ? I 
think that is right.
2050. Mr. Humphery] What type of engine is run now from Sydney to Bourke? Not one type merely.
2057. At what distance from Sydney is the lighter type being used ? The heavy engines do not run, I
think, beyond Wellington or Dubbo. *
2058. At what point trom Sydney are you using light rails in the direction of Condobolin ? From Molong,
2059. Therefore, it would be necessary to reconstruct the line from Molong if it was deemed essential to 
have a first-class lino between Broken Hill and Sydney ? Yes, if you want to have a first-class line you 
must lay down heavier rails from Molong. '
2060. Would you not also require a first-class line to have ballast? Between Molong and Parkes there, 
is ballast,
2061. Prom Parkes right out to Broken Hill, would it not he necessary to use ballast, if you were to 
construct a first-class line ? Certainly. I should not call it a first-class line without ballast.
2062. What is the difference in cost between a first-class line with ballast and full-weight rails, and the
class of line now under consideration? That matter requires to be earfully gone into. It would probably 
amount to £500 or £600 a mile at least, ’
2063. Ho you think you are under-stating or over-stating the probable cost? Under-stating rather than
otherwise, I should think. The cost of the ballast would be heavy, and the further you go west the freight 
would come to more and more. ’
2064. Is it your opinion that to construct a first-class line the additional cost would be from 20 to 25 per 
cent ? I should think so.
2065. "Would it be necessary, in your opinion, to have a first-class line between Parkes and Broken Hill, 
to move the trafiic which it is anticipated may possibly be obtained from Broken Hill ? I do not think so,
I think the traffic would be maintained. But if there is a large traffic it ought to pay to make a 
good line.
2066. What do you think is the heaviest load which can safely be moved by the type of engine which you 
say will have to be used between Broken Hill and Parkes? You would not run the same engine through
out, because it would be divided up into sections. You might run the same length of trains, but you 
would vary your engine when you got the heavier grades.
2067. Would you not use the same type of engine all tbo way from Broken Hill to Parkes ? You would 
as far as Condobolin. Perhaps Condobolin would be a changing place.
2068. Would you use a heavier type between Condobolin ami Parkes ? The first thing I should do if I 
had to run that heavy traffic, having these light rails and L in 1.00 grades between Parkes and Condobolin, 
would be to ballast that line and put it on a somewhat similar footing between Molong and Parkes. A 
ballasted line between Parkes and Condobolin, with 1 in 100 grades, would be on a somewhat similar 
tooting to the unballasted line with flatter grades further west.
2069. Will you kindly give me an answer to my question as to the heaviest loads which could be hauled 
between Broken Hill and Parkes ? I have looked into the matter, and I consider that on the unballasted 
line with ihe flat grades trains of 600 tons gross could be taken.
2070. AVhat would that be net ? About 4U0 tons. If there is such a large trafiic it would be proper to

, provide trucks, tbe dead weight of which would only be half the load they carry.
2071. .Are yon of opinion that Mr. Goodehap’s estimate of 275 tons per train load is not an excessive 
one ? I think that can he done.
2072. You think that that could he carried on the line which you propose to construct ? Yes.
2073. Are there not some steep grades bstween Parkes and Forbes and Molong ? Yes; 1 in 60 grades 
between Molong and Parkes.

2074,



925*

UISUTES OF EVIDENCE—P.AIUYAY FROM CONDOBOLIN TO BROKEN HILL.

207-1. 'Would tlie engines wliicli would liaul the trains you are speaking of, between Condobolin and H. ^^ne' 
Broken Hill, be able to take tho same trains up these steep gradients to Molong ? Ho. _ _ ,—N
2075. Therefore, if the trafiic in sulphide ores be as large, or nearly as large as is estimated, it want la ^ ^ggg 
necessitate employing, between Parkes and Sydney, nearly twice as many engines ns from Condobolin 
westward ? Yes, or larger ones.
2070. Tho larger type of engine would increase tbo expense, and more fuel would be used. Hot 
proportionately. ,
2077. And the money expended in the construction of engines would be more? It is not proportionate 
to the increase of the hauling power. The number of men employed, for instance, is the same.
2078. At all events the traffic could not be worked as cheaply between Parkes and the coast as it would
be between Condobolin and Broken Hill ? Ko. _ _ . . ,
2079. Mr. Fegan.'] "When you were asked to make an estimate of the cost of this line, the Commissioners
figures as regards so many tons to be carried were not before yon ? 1 had the Commissioners report.
2080. This very heavy traffic was not brought under your notice until Mr. Howell gave his evidence before
the Committee? Ko; I did not hear of this very heavy traffic at first. _
2081. Therefore, the description of this line ia based on the data which the Commissioners supplied to 
you—that is a light line for light traffic ? A light line, 1 pointed out to Mr, liumpliery.
2082. If it had been pointed out to you in ihe first instance that in all probability there would be 800,000
tons of sulphide ore to come from Broken Hill to Sydney, you ivould never have proposed to construct 
a light line without ballast ? No. I think there is very little doubt that if such a large traffic had been 
anticipated, a better class of line would have been required. _ .
2083. Therefore, it was on the Commissioners’ figures you based your estimate of the cost per mile . I 
was asked to prepare a proposal for that class of line.
2084. That is for a pioneer line ? Yes, .
2085. Mr. Hassall.] Admitting the necessity for ballasting the line between Parkes and Condobolm, in
view of the heavy traffic to bo hauled, do you not think it will be absolutely necessary to ballast the
remaining portion of the line, considering that you have undulating plains to travel over ? Between 
Condobolin and Broken Hill, I expect to get grades of 1. in 150, and therefore I can provide for a lighter 
locomotive that between Condobolin and Parkes ; but because one would have to use heavier locomotives 
between Condobolin and Parkes, I recommend the ballasting of that bit. I want that piece ballasted so 
as to carry heavier rolling stock, aud not because the class of country is worse than it is between Condo
bolin and Broken Hill. On the contrary, probably it is quite as good. It is on account of tbe easier 
grades between Condobolin and Broken Hill, and the possibility of using lighter engines, that yon can do 
without ballast. ,
2080. Can you do without ballast in the vicinity of Broken Hill—you have to deal with what is called 
the Darling Itange there ? The line as laid out has a long grade of 1 in 100 at Broken Hill. There it 
may be necessary to bare an auxiliary engine to help you up if there are any heavy loads moving towards 
Broken Hill; but as a matter of fact, that grade would all be with the load.
2087. You do not think it will be necessary to ballast the line there ? I do not think so.

TRUSS!)AY, 15 OCTOBER, 1S9G,
fSrtstni:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. I’nEDEitrcK Thomas Hcmpheev. j John Lionel Pecan, Esq.
The Hon, James Hoskins. Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.^
The Hon. William Joseph Tmckett. ] Prancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Kaiiway from Condoholin to Broken Hill.

Thoman Waddell, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined:—
20S8. Chairman)] You represent the Electorate of Cobar? Yes. i _
2089. You are aware there was previously a proposal to extend the line from Cobar to Wilcannia ? Psq., M.P.

c s. ^. cQa
2090. Would you like to make a general statement to the Committee? Yes. I think, as far as my ’ '
knowledge goes, that the route from Cobar to Broken Hill would be, all things considered, much the better
of tbe two. My reasons are, in the first place, that the lower down the Darling Diver the railway crosses 
the harder it will be to get trade to Sydney. For instance, the Kaiiway Commissioners have had a very 
great deal of difficulty in getting trade from the Bourke district on account of the river competition, and 
in order to get lhat trade they have had to reduce the rates considerably. That being so, it appears to me 
that the lower down the river the railway crosses the more difficult it will he to draw trade to Sydney, and 
tlie railway will labour under adverse conditions as regards profits and traffic. Take, for instance, aa an 
illustration, the matter of extending the railway to "Walgctt. If the railway were extended to Walgett 
there would not be the same difficulty in getting trade from that point on the river as there is from Bourke.
Tlie Itailway Commissioners would be able to charge rates that would be more just, considering the long 
distance that goods would have to be carried. A railway to that point on the Barwon Diver would pay 
much better than the railway to Bourke. For tbe same reason, when you got further down the river from 
Bourke it would be more difficult to draw the trade to Sydney. _
2091. You might give us the length in miles from Brewarrina to Bourke, from Bourke to "Wilcannia, and 
from Wilcannia to Menindie? From AVileannia to Menindie is about 100 miles, not by the winding of 
the river, but as the crow would fly. I do not know the other distances, but I will supply them. Although 
there is only a difference of 100 miles between AVileannia and Menindie, still that means 100 miles nearer 
the sea-border—100 miles closer to the capital of South Australia, from which a great deal of the supplies 
to the Darling Diver has always come. 1 feel confident that if the line goes by the route now proposed, 
in preference to a line from Cobar via Wilcannia, it will mean that less trade will be got. The next thing 
is, if there is any doubt or uncertainty, aa I suppose there will be, as to this line paying, it will be much, 
less likely to pay, all other things being equal, if the line now proposed is taken in preference to that by

280—L Cobar,
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T. WaddeU, Cobar, as I think it will cost £155,000 more. There will be that extra sum of capital invested in makin 
™G railway. That would be a future obstacle against the line paying. Then, again, although I hav 

15 Oet 189C 11 ^ aclUQ^y been over the country from Condobolin to Broken Tlill, via Menindie, at least not all of it, 
' still I have lived iu the Darling district a good many years, aud I have had the opportunity of meeting so 

many persons and getting so much information about that country, and have such a good personal knowledge 
of the Cobar country, that I can fairly compare the two routes. There is uo doubt whatever that the land 
on the Condoholin to Menindie route is much inferior to that on the other route, and I think it is un
doubted that the rainfall isless. Consequently, the poorer laud and less rainfall the production would be 
much. less. In making railways an indirect object, if not the direct object, is to develop the productive 
capacity of the land the railway goes through, so (here would be a chance of much greater development 
m the way of produce if the Ime went from Cobar, as the country is better and the rainfall greater. 
That would be another source of profit to the line, and people would bo more likely to settle along the 
Cobar route on account of the richer character of the soil and the better rainfall. There would be a 
greater likelihood of smaller holdings on that route than on the other. Another point worthy of con
sideration is this : If the line goes from Cobar to Broken Hill, I think there will be a better opportunity 
for farmers and producers.to compete for a certain portion of the market at Broken Hill than if the line 
went.the other way. I think it will be found that between Hyngan and Cobar there is excellent wheat
growing land capable of producing hay and wheat to almost any extent. The farmers there would bo 
much nearer to Broken Hill than farmers on the other route, and much better able to compete against the 
South Australian people. It would be a longer distance to carry produce from Condobolin than from 
Cobar. Then the fact that there would be a saving of about 91 miles in the length of the line should 
cause the railway to be much more quickly constructed. Bor these reasons, 1 am much in favour of the 
Cobar route in preference to tho Condobolin one.
2092. The points you have mentioned arc these : The river is likely to be more permanently navigable 
to Menindie than to Wilcannia? Menindie is nearer the seaboard, and the river is more likely to be 
navigable in dry seasons up to that point.
2093. Tou emphasise the question of extra length, and the necessary extra cost ? Tes.
2094. Aud the rainfall is better higher up the river ? Tes.

T°U ^“ink tho additional rainfall would enable farmers to grow wheat between Hyngan and Cobar, 
while they would not be able to grow it at Mossgiel and beyond ? Tes; I have uo doubt that wheat may 
be grown about Cobar, and ultimately past Cobar. *
2096. Mr. JTctssalL] Have you taken into consideration in putting forward your view of the case that tho 
distance from Nyngan to Broken Hill would be something like 350 miles, while the distance from Broken 
Hill to the territory of South Australia, where they are capable of producing cereals and other produce, is 
only something like half that distance ? I quite realise that, and that there would always be that handicap 
against the farmers in any portion of our Colony competing with the South Australian farmers ; but if 
there is a chance of getting any of the Broken Hill market for produce, I think the farmers on the 
.Nyngan to Cobar line would have a better opportunity of getting it than those on the other line.
2097. Do you not think the country about Menindie is equally adapted, say, under a system of irrigation, 
for producing all that might be required at Broken Hill, as the country between Wilcannia and Cobar ? I 
think if production had to be carried out by irrigation it would not be so likely to pay as wheat and hay 
grown by natural rainfall, which could be done in three years out of four between Hyngan and Cobar.
2098. Do you think the Cobar people, or any settlement that might take place around Cobar, could 
compete successfully with settlement around Hillston? I think so. They tvould have a better 
chance, because they would bo much closer in tho first place, aud distance would be a great factor in tbo 
matter of competition.
2099. The distance from nillston to Broken Hill is considerably shorter than from Cobar to Broken Hill, 
and the land about Hillston is beyond all shadow of doubt admirably adapted to the cultivation of 
wheat; the agricultural laud extends about 25 miles west of Hillstou, and might be used for that 
purpose ; do you not think, therefore, that in the event of Broken Hill people looking to tho east for their 
supplies, that the country around Hillston would possess an advantage over the countrv around Cobar or 
Wyngan ? I am only speaking from memory, but 1 am inclined to think that the rainfall would be better 
in the Cobar district than it would at Hillston.
2100. The distance from Sydney to Broken Hill via Condobolin is 696 miles ; from Sydnev to Hillston it
is 444 miles ; that leaves 252 miles as against about 350miles from Nyngan? Hay will grow splendidly 
most of the way between Cobar and Wilcannia. 1 have been over a great deal of that country. Some 
lessees have had small patches of hay, and it has done very well. Hay will grow well to a large extent 
for at least 40 or 50 miles west of Cobar, "
2101. Have you taken into consideration tho increased distance that would have to be travelled in 
running from Broken Hill to Sydney via Cobar, compared with the route from Broken Hill via Con
dobolin. Tea; I think the increased distance would be about 40 miles, but there would be less bad 
country for the railway to go through, 1 think the difference is fully made up in that way.
2102. What is the description ol the country between Cobar and Wilcannia ? I have not been over the
whole distance down to Wilcannia, but a good way out from Cobar the character of the country is mostly 
rich red soil, some rather sandy, but thickly timbered, I think it is country of a character that within the 
next few years will be scrubbed and ringbarked, and made good for grazing, and probably a good deal of it will be put under cultivation. & r j b

2103. Do you think it would pay anyone to go so far afield to start agriculture beyond the expectation
or supplying the local market ? I do not think it would pay to go in solely for agriculture any distance 
west of Cobar. In the vicinity of Cobar there is a market, but halfway between there and Wilcannia it 
would not pay to go in for agriculture solely. Iu conjunction with grazing it might be found to pay to a certain extent. b a b i j
2104. Do you know anything of the mineral character of the countr3r between Cobar and Wilcannia;— 
is there any likelihood of great development taking place? There is every probability of payable 
goldfields being got between Cobar and AVileannia.
2105. How far from Cobar ? At one place 10 miles west of Cobar, at the Amphitheatre, gold has already 
been got, although not yet in payable quantitities ; still there is a prospect of ultimately getting payable 
places. The country a long way west of Cobar being of the same character as that round Cobar, and

such
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such good mines Laving been got in the neighbourhood of Cobar, there is good reason for expecting new ■ B de , 
developments west of Cobar that would make the line pay. Tlie mineral developments there would be a *
great factor in making the line pay. That is what has made the present Cobar line pay as it is now paying. ^
2106. Do you know anything of the country between “Wilcannia and Broken Hill? No; J. have not been ’’ '
over that route. Higher up the river I have been across the country and seen a good deal of it, and 1
presume it is not very different.
2107. How far would the White Cliffs field be from the railway ? I do not know.
2108. Do you think a railway across the Darling, dealing with the pastoral products, the carriage of wool
particularly, and goods required at the stations, would ever compete with river carriage ? 1 think if tho
railway only went to Wilcannia it is very doubtful whether it would pay ; but if it went to Broken Hill,
I think there would undoubtedly he a lot of traffic in connection with the mines. As regards competition 
at Wilcannia, although that place is higher up the river than Menindie, I have no doubt there will always 
be serious competition between the river and the railway. _
2109. Do you not think, no matter from what point the railway might be extended towards Broken. Hill, 
that the question of its paying would, to a great extent, depend upon whether you could convey mineral 
products from Broken Hill for treatment on the seaboard ? To a large extent it would rest.on that; but 
local produce would undoubtedly be a considerable item iu connection with the railway carriage, and the 
lower down the river the line crosses tho less local produce will come to Sydney. .
2110. There is no possibility of the local produce paying working expenses, let alone interest and cost of
construction ? Not for many years to come. _
2111. Tou know the country pretty well, that it is sparsely settled, and adapted only for pastoral pursuits 
under present conditions, and you think there is no justification for the construction of the line unless 
you could secure a great deal of the mineral traffic from Broken Hill which now goes in other directions ?
Tes. i t
2112. Mr. Fagan.'] Do you know the district between Wyalong and Hillston ? No.
2113. Do you know Hillston ? I have not been at Hillston.
2114. Have you been at Menindie ? No.
2115. Tou kuow the Cobar route very well? Tes, most of it.
2110. When that line was before tho Committee it was pointed out that it would hardly pay—the Cobar- 
Nyngan lino 1 mean? 1 am not sure as to what evidence was given.
2117. However, since its construction it has boon gradually earning, so that is one line which may bo 
called a paying one ? Amongst others who advocated that line in the first instance I was one ; and one 
of the masons wo gave for urging that tho line should be made to Cobar was that it would ho an additional 
liuk in connecting the South Australian system with that of New South Wales. Another reason was that 
it would help to develop tho copper-mines, which could not he worked at a profit unless the railway was 
made. What was stated has been fully borne out. Since the railway has gone there tho Cobar copper- 
mines have started work, simply because of the railway, and have proved a great success. They could not 
have been worked otherwise.
2118. Is there a prospect of-these mines lasting for a considerable time? Bor many long years to come.
2119. Taking the lino from Cobar, do you advocate that it should go to Menindie instead of Wilcannia?
Certainly not. _ _
2120. Then you would call at Wilcannia, and go on from Menindie ? The route I would favour would he 
from Cobar via Wilcannia to Broken Hill.
2121. Seeing that on the northern route there is a greater rainfall aud better land than on the southern 
route, you think there would he a prospect of people ou this side being able to supply the Broken Hill 
residents? There would be a better prospect of competing than on the other route. .
2122. Do you know tho land between Wilcannia and Cobar ? I know a good part of it. .
2123. Taking the matter all through, judging from your own knowledge, and from what you have heard 
from other people, you consider the northern route is preferable to the proposed one now before the Com
mittee ? I have no doubt of that in my own mind.

Hugh McLachlan, Esq., Secretary to the Bailway Commissioners, sworn, and further examined:—
2124. Mr. Humphery.] Since you were last examined the evidence of Mr. Goodcbap has been taken, and 
I presume the Eailway Commissioners have read and considered that evidence ? I do not know whether 
they have considered it, I do not think they have done so.
2125. Has not your attention been specially directed to it ? Tbe Commissioners having submitted their 
evidence thought that it would be unnecessary to go into the matter further,
2126. The Commissioners have given their evidence based on one set of circumstances, but Mr. Goodcbap 
rests his contention that the line should be a profitable one on a different set of circumstances ? That 
set of circumstances is not practicable. Speaking generally, Mr. Goodcbap calculates that this line is 
going fo be equal to the lino between Sydney and Orange for instance, and is taking a class of engine 
of which wc have only five in the Colony. As a matter of fact tho Commissioners do not intend these 
engines to run on the proposed line. Between Broken Hill and Sydney with a full train load you 
would have to use three different classes of engines—a light one from Broken Hill to Condobolin, a 
heavier one from Condobolin to Molong, and a still heavier class betiveen Molong and Dapto. The 
Commissioners did not intend a pioneer line to carry the heaviest class of rolling-stock and engines. In 
their report dated 19th November, 1894, they stated :—

We have for some years past urged that for new extensions in purely pastoral ami level country, where the traffic 
would be exceedingly light, a line capable of carrying a light locomotive, with tho ordinary (ilasa of rolling-stock, at a 
speed of about 15 miles pci liour, in daylight only, could be constructed, exclusive of bridges, waterways, and station 
accommodation—which latter should be of tho most simple nature—for about £1,750 per mile. * » * *
Lines of this character would avoid the great disadvantage of break of gauge ; they would cost scarcely anything more iu 
the first instance than a narrow gauge lino ; aud tho whole of the ordinary iolling-stoek, exclusive of engines, which could 
be selected from the lightest types existing in tlie service, could pass ovei them and thus avoid the great disadvantage and 
cost of ei eating a now class of rolling-stock.
The Commiasioimi'H expi'Cled in proposing these punievr linos that they would develop the country but 
not carry IoiuIb tliat eouhl he sent over a line contiiig, say, £10,000, per mile. The Commissioners would 
not like "to say what would he the heaviest load they could take over such lines, as they have had no 
practical experience of thorn yet to justify them m giving u definite opinion as to their fullest capacity.

“ 2127,
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McLachlan,

Esq.
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4T- 2127. The question raised is this: What character of line would enable you to carry maximum loads of
McLscian, Oro from Broken Hill to Wollongong or Keweastle; and assuming you could carry maximum loads, at 

what rate per ton could they he carried? The Commissioners would not like to say anything below the 
15 Oct. 1896. Pre9eui; figures. The cost of the line is a matter for an engineer.

’ 2128. I am not putting that question. I want yon to direst yourself wholly of any idea as to the cost of
the line. I want to know from you, having regard to the length of the line, the probability, according to 
the evidence, that from 500,000 to a 1,000,000 tons of ore may be carried, at what rate per ton it would 
be possible for you to carry the ore ? That is a matter that has not been considered.
2120. You remember when examined on a former occasion you expressed the opinion that anything less 
than a -Jd. per ton would mean a loss ? I said it would not be wise to calculate on anything less than a -ad. 
per ton.
2130. You said tho construction of this line would mean a “ big loss” ? Tes.
2131. In round figures £40,000 a year would not cover it? I think somewhere about £60,000 ; I think 
it was considerably more than £40,000.
2132. Had you taken into consideration the possibility of conveying ore along that line, assuming the line 
to be a first-class one ? Ho. As a matter of fact you would want to consider a big increase in tbe cost of 
the line to make it suitable for carrying the heaviest rolling-stock. You would want to create rolling-stock 
that would probably come to half a million of money to carry these 300,000 or 400,000 tons of ore.
2133. Have you remarked in Mr. Goodehap’s evidence that he put down the working expenses at 4s. per 
mile ? Mr. Goodcbap is basing his calculation on an average train load of 375 tons, and I do not 
think that the average goes above 130 tons.
2134. Therefore, you say it would cost more than 4s. ? I should think so.
2135. Mr. Goodehap’s estimate was that 375 tons would give you, at ISs. a ton, £325, and assuming a back 
loading of £50 that would make £375, so that, practically, there would he an earning of £60 per journey. 
It is all theory.
2136. Mr, Goodcbap, in his evidence, stated as follows:—

Say that the Commissioners carried the ore at ISs. per ton for 375 tons, that would give a revenue of £337 per train, 
and, say, £50 per train for back loading of coal. I am qrnte certain that either from the coal-mine at Illawarra, or from 
the coal-mine at Lithgow, there would be no difficulty in obtaining at a moderate rate a return traffic to the amount of £50 
per train. That would be carrying the coal hack at any price the Commissioners liked, because they might as well put 
some coal on the trains running empty. If they only charged 10s. per ton or less for the return traffic, that would be so 
much profit. Now the working expenses, as before, would not be more than £325, leaving a profit of £62 per train. 
Calculating 300,000 tons instead of 800,000 tons, tlie number of trains would be 800, which, at £62, would be equal to 
£49,600.
"What have you to say to that? Mr. Goodcbap has based his ealculatiou on the average cost per train 
mile throughout the whole railway system, but that average would not be above 120 or 130 tons. If he 
is proposing to lift the average to 375 tons, I do not think the comparison is a fair one.
2137. The Sectional Committee were informed during their inquiry at Broken Hill, and in South 
Australia, that the cost of carriage between Broken Hill and Port Pirie for sulphide ores over the South 
Australian railway was about a ^d. per ton. How tho South Australian lines are, I suppose, inferior to 
the New South Wales lines in gauge, aud consequently, 1 suppose, in engine power ;—how is it lhat they 
can carry at a ^d. per ton and the Commissioners are unable to carry at the same rate ? The Commissioners 
do quote the same rate.
2138. Hot without incurring loss? Well, for any docent loads they quote a |d. Our grades are 
generally much steeper than those in South Australia. Mr. Thow told me that the grade from Cockburn 
to Port Pirie is a down grade.
2133. Another factor would be, perhaps, the back loading ? 1 do not know tbe local circumstances myself.
2140. Dp you not think that upon a 4-ft. 6-in. gauge, with a typo of engine such ns you arc using, you 
should be able to carry at a lesser rate than can be done on the South Australian line ? If everything 
else were equal.
2141. You think it is not worth while to compete for tho carriage of the Broken Hill ores ? I think 
they must be in a better position in South Australia to do so. X understood from Mr. Thow that their 
gauge was favourable from the mines to the seaboard. The distance being practically little more than a 
third of the way we would have to haul the ore—that would be in their favour.
2142. We were told by Mr. Deane that it would be possible, on the line under consideration, to haul 
375 tons with the class of engines that could be safely used ? Up to a certain point,
2143. Assuming that to be the case, would it not be profitable to convey ores between Broken Hill and 
Condobolin at less than a^d. ? I do not think the Commissioners would like to say. Any rale less thana^d. 
they would consider there was not much profit in.
2144. Have you looked into the figures quoted by Mr. Goodcbap ;—I may tell you they are said to be 
taken from your own report ? They are not taken with the lull consideration of all the circum
stances.
2145. Making every allowance, if Mr, Goodehap is correct there should be a margin of profit instead of 
a loss. Mr. Goodehap’s assumption is based on the possibility of carrying much less than 800,000 tons ? 
It is all theory as to what you will carry.
2146. But it is upon the assumption that a certain number of tons would be conveyed that a profit is 
calculated. The evidence is that twice tho quantity of ore mentioned by Mr. Goodehap might be carried;— 
can it be carried at a lesser rate than by water via Port Pirie, assuming that you eau get the traffic, and 
assuming that your engines could do the work ; iu fact, would it not be possible to carry it for less than 
a id. per ton ? I think you must look at the thing from a practical point of view. That is to say, as a 
competing company, we have three times the distance to haul. They have loading both ways, and they 
have a contract for carrying the ore for seven years. There are so many different circumstances to take 
into consideration that it is not wise to theorise too much as to what you can do over a level tract of country.
2147. I do not desire to press you unduly, but I think it is absolutely necessary that you should read 
Mr. Goodehap’s evidence, and consider that portion of it where he bases his calculations upon the report 
of tho Commissioners? But he bases his calculations on a train load of which does not average within a third.
2148. I would draw your attention to Mr. Goodehap’s evidence. The latter portion of his answer to 
Question 1S68, and his answer to Question 1869. That is a very dear statement of the results that would 
follow upon the assumption that a load of 450 tons could be conveyed;—what reply have you to make to

' Mr.
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Mr. Goodehap's assumption that a profit of £125 per train could be made? Mr. Goodcbap 8 calculation 
is based upon an engine which the Commisaioners think it would be impracticable ior the hue to carry. Esq.
2VH). For a moment disregard the present estimated load of 125 tons, and assume for the purpose o /——s 
Ihis calculation that your engines are of the typo that could bo used upon a suitable line, and wou e ibss,
equal to a haulage of from 375 to 450 tons? I do not think it is wise to go into theory. In the rs 
place, in the opinion of the Commissioners, the line would not carry the load Mr. Goodehap makes •
2150. Against that, Mr. Deane says that the line, as proposed to he constructed, would be equal to .. 75
tons, and at a cost of an additional 25 per cent, it might be made a first-class road; then 1 suppose n 
would be equal to tbe use of engines of the highest type? We have bad no experience of that, ihe 
Commissioners are doubtful whether these big loads could be safely carried, and if they could bo carried 
they would involve a high cost of maintenance. j. c Ti-
2151. We are told that if we like to compete for it we may possibly have up to 800,000 tons of °rc' •
is only a question of what can be hauled. Will a certain class of road enable you to compete tor that 
traflic, and if so at what price ? That is tlie question that comes before this Committee. In your report you 
have ignored all question of the carriage of ore ? The Commissioners do not think that they will get tlie 
ore from Broken Hill to carry, and if they took ore into their consideration they would be misleading this 
Committee. They would not like this Committee to consider they would be able to charge a lower rate 
than a Id. per ton per milo. ■ 4 , 11 ± <
2152. I am obliged to press you upon this point. Tou say tbe Commissioners think they would not go 
the ores. We say on tbe evidence submitted tons that you may get, if yon like to compete tor it, a 
certain quantity of ore. Now if you can get that, and upon the assumption that your best type o 
engines will enable you to haul a certain load, what is the lowest price at which you comd convey that ore 
from Broken Hill to Newcastle or Wollongong ? Assuming that we would get it, the Commissioners say 
they would not like to quote any rate lower than a 4d. a ton per mile.^ i i p
2153. And assuming that you could use engines that would haul certainly not less than 37o tons per load.
On the flat country, yea.
2154. Kvcn then it could not bo done for less than a ^d. ? Even then they would not like to quote a
lower rate. _ ,.
2105. Therefore, upon that estimate, it would be useless to construct a line as proposed mthe expectation 
that it would become profitable? Tho Commissioners think there would be a loss of money.
always prepared to say that experience of these lines might show they could be worked more prontablv 
than they expect; but it would not be wdse to say to tbe Committee they could do so and so, and. ho _ 
out hopes that might result in tho country being committed to a large expenditure. Ihey simply 
speak so far as their experience has given practical results. . , , .
2L56. Your evidence given to-day simply confirms your evidence given on a former occasion; but it is 
felt to be necessary in view of what has been stated here by a gentleman of Mr. Goodehap s knowledge 
and experience, that his figures, based upon the Commissioners' report, should either receive confirmation 
or he refuted; and you say that, notwithstanding Mr. Goodehap's quotations from the Commissioners 
report, and the opinions he has formed based upon that report, it would not be possible to com eyores roui 
Broken Hill to the coast for less than a R per ton por mile ? The Commissioners would not like to hold
out any hope of a lower rate than that. _ , i- -cu in2157. And we must discard from our consideration any question of profit in connection with the con
veyance of ores from Broken Hill to the coast ? Yes. _ .
2158. Chairman.'] How many engines arc there in the Colony that will draw a load of 4o0 tons from 
Molong to Sydney ? We have five engines that would take 350 tons, and then they would have to be
assisted in certain places. . _
215!). You have no engines that would take a load such as Mr. Goodchap has estimated trom Molong to 
Sydnev ? No ; you would want a push-up engine for 60 miles out of the journey. _
2160. “Mr. Humphery.] In your estimate of rolling-stock you did not take into consideration the trallie 
we have just spoken of? No ; if there were a traffic of 300,000 tons, it would mean an expenditure or
£400,000 in providing the necessary rolliug-stock. _ . ...
2161. Chairman.] If the ore were* to be carried from Broken Hill to the extent mentioned m Mr. 
Goodehap's evidence, the question of undue crowding of the line from Bathurst to Sydney ’would, require 
to be considered, there being already a considerable number of trains on that route. I think :lr.
Goodehap said something about seventeen trains on a single lino of railway, but we have more than that 
already. It is a question whether you would not have to duplicate your line if the traffic came on to the 
Western railway, and this would mean an enormous expenditure.
2162. How would it work to Lithgow? Then you would still have to carry a certain quantity from 
Lithgow to the sea-board. I suppose you would reduce your quantity about a third, or perhaps less than
that, as it would be low-grade ore. . „ .
2163. You regard the case as hopeless to Lithgow with the power the South Australian iTOvcrnment 
have ? There would be more prospect of getting tbe traffic to Lithgow if the works had been established
there. , ' , _ ,
2161'. Do you regard it as hopeless to Lithgow? If there were a certainty of getting the works 
established at Lithgow it would bo worth reconsideration, but as the works are established elsewhere, and 
tbe companies are committed to other establishments, it does not look as if Lithgow would get a share ot
the work. . ... ^ , i a j.21.65. Mr. Hoskins.] Is it the opinion of the Commissioners that if the line were constructed, ana two or 
three thousand tons of ore per day carried, the railway from Bathurst to Penrith could be worked unless 
it was considerably altered by doubling the line or by making a largo number of loops? It would be 
almost necessary to duplicate the line ; but 1 have not consulted the Commissioners on^ the subject,_ 1 
think it would bo necessary to spend a large sum of money to give the accommodation required for carrying 
such a traffic. Our officers complain already at times of*the crowding ou the Western line.
2 LG6. Have tho Commissioners been in the habit of carrying ores or cheap dead-weight loading at a farthing 
per ton per milo on the railway? Not to my knowledge.
2167. You have never heard of it ? No.
2168. Have you ever heard of it in any of the other colonies ? No ; we carry at cheaper rates than any 
of the other colonies.
2169. Not in England ? Not to my knowledge.

2170.
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HfiLachlan 4s ^ competition is great, the presumption, is that if the ore were carried at that rate there
Esq. ’ a serious loss ? Certainly; I do not think there would be any profit in it.

^aTe Commissioners considered this view of the case, that if any approximation of the estimate 
16 Oct., 1890. the ore to be brought over the line were realised, and as there would be necessarily very little back 

loading, a large number of trucks would be taken empty over the line? They have considered that.
2172. Therefore, if they carried at a low rate and took back empty truclcs, there would be a still greater
loss, or has that loss been taken into consideration? They say, looking at the thing practically, they 
would not like to recommend any rate lower than a 4'd. per ton per mile. *
2173. Mr. G-oodchap mentioned that the ore could be conveyed in trucks with a tare twice as large as the
+ vir ^ ^0U eVer *iavc trucks on the railway during Mr. Groodchap’s management that came upto that. vv e have trucks in which the paying weight is double the tare.
2174. But they have only been recently introduced? "Within the last five or six years. I do not exactly
recollect, e ta,'e and tret of the old type of tracks. Our standard tubular truck weighs 11 tons 7 cwt and carries 23 tons. "J
2175. Mr. Wright.] Please refer to the portion of the evidence given by Mr. Deane about the line, which I will now read:—

. Arc you quite satisfied that the proposed line, without ballast, is capable of carrying tire heaviest class of engines we 
e, with a train of 300 tons ? The heaviest locomotives are those just recently imported." The engines themselves weighlODR. Jl.Hn r.hfkir ranjitwa IflQ fwna ° &

I should require to put more

364.
have, ____________ _ v„,.„.
65_tons, and their tenders 109 tons.
365. Are you satisfied that, without ballast, the line will carry these weights upon it''
sleepers in. - r
306. That, of eoxirse, would entail increased expenditure what additional sleepers would you provide ? I think two extra 
sleepers per rail length would be necessary. That is 302 extra sleepers to the mile. I should put them down at an average 
of 5s. per sleeper, or £90 per mile. 6
367. Then, to enable the proposed line to carry the heaviest class of mineral traffic, what would be the additional cost per 
mile . 1 calculate that it would be necessary to put in additional sleepers, which would cost about £33,000 over the present

Then I asked Mr. G-oodchap the following questions:—
1930. If you were Railway Commissioner, knowing nothing more than you know at present, would you sanction the 

a 1011j Sl10^ a 1110 t0 c:m’y these weights over it? No ; I would -want a very much heavier rail to start with
1931. According to your lights, to carry this traffic a heavier rail than 60 lb. will be required ? Yes ; unless the weakness 
ot the rail can be provided for by placing the sleepers closer. That is an engineering question on which I would not like to 
oner an expert opinion,
1932. I ask you your opinion as to the position you would take up? If I were Commissioner for Railways, and that 
proposition were placed before mo, I should receive it am yram sails, and ask for further information.
] want to ask you now, in preparing this estimate, was the rail or the rolling-stock contemplated to be of 
the heaviest class ? ]STo, the lightest class.
2176. The question of mineral traffic was never taken into consideration ? No.
21/7. From your evidence I take it that the lightly constructed line and the light rolling-stock w'ere not 
designed by the Commissioners to compete for this mineral traffic, and the thing was never seriously 
considered by them ? No. J
2178. Mr. Goodchap spoke of a 15-fcet truck that would carry 30 tonswhat would be the effect on an 
ordinary roadway of four pairs of wheels carrying 30 tons'( I am not an engineer; but I think it would 
be destructive to the road.
2179. "What do the heaviest locomotives carry on six or eight pairs of wheels ? We have had a suburban
engine with 16 tons to the axle, but that is an exceptional thing. About 15T0 tons is the heaviest weight per axle. &
2180. What would your heaviest truck carry ? Twenty-two to 23 tons; that is, on double homes—practically eight wheels. 0
2181. What would that be to the wheel ? About 4 tons.
2182. What would 30 tons be on four wheels ? About 'll- tons to the wheel, and that would he very
destructive to the road. J
2183. So this is a class of vehicle yon do not know of, and never heard of before ? Not with that load
2184. Have you ever had a personal conversation with Mr. Deane on the subiect of this line ? Not to 
my knowledge.

r^0 conversation about Mr. Goodchap’s evidence ? Only casually ; I never discussed the matter with. him.
2186. No conversation between yourself and the Commissioners? Not to any extent. The Commis
sioners would rather not endeavour to contradict the evidence that may have been given.
2187. But I may point this out, that an cx-Eaihvay Commissioner comes before this Committee and 
gives evidence that strongly upsets the evidence you yourself gave, and destroys the evidence of Mr. 
Deane do you not think it is a serious matter for yourself and the Commissioners that yon should bo in 
a position to support your evidence? I think the Commissioners would leave it to the Committee to 
determine.
2188. Do 1 understand that the Commissioners do not care anything about these comments? They have
given their opinion, and they think this Committee will attach due weight to it. ’
2].S9. And no special communication has taken place between yourself and any officer of the Department 
in dealing with this evidence? 1 did speak to Mr. Kirkcaldie and Mr. Thow with regard to some 
information I gave as to the number of trucks that might be required. I asked them, supposing the 
trainc would have to be carried that distance, what additional rolling-stock would be wanted.
2190. Ton would require for this traffic to import all the engines and manufacture exclusively the rolling-
stock suitable for the traffic ? Yes ; it would come to £400,000. ‘
2191. The Commissioners do not think the prospects would justify them in going to this expenditure9They think not. ^ o i .

J hat was based on2192. In Mr. Goodchap’s evidence he spoke of 4s. 2d. as the expense per train mile? 
what no take as the average load, say, about 120 tons. ’
2193 Tf you ran a scries of trains carrying 120 tons the cost per train mile of working ilien, would be 
less than it the weight were doubled ? If the weight were trebled I think it would. The cost per train 
mile covers everything—repairs, renewals, &c. 1
2194. The calculations of Mr. Goodchap based on tho cost per train mile are not correct ? I think not.

2195.
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2195. Mr. TriclcettJ] When you gave evidence before, were you aware that tho Silvcrton Tramway 
Company had entered into a new contract with the Broken Riil mines for seven years from the 1st .January, 
1897, for the conveyance of their ore to Port Pirie? I understood something of that sort had been done.
2196. Mr. Thgan.] You think it impossible to compete for the trade of Broken Hill considering they
have only something like 253 miles to take it to Port Piric ? They must he in a better position to compete 
than we are. '

H.
McLschlan,

Esq.

IS^OcMSOG.

2197. ̂ Mr. ILassall^\ Would there he any possibility of cutting rates to compete with the present mode of 
transit from Broken Hill to Port Pirio P Having a shorter distance to haul they would hold tho key of 
the position.
2198. And they would have tho back loading to assist them in their efforts to reduce tho rates of carriage 
from Broken Hill to the Port? Yes.* '

FMDAY, 1G OCTOBER, 189G.
jarrsmt

THOMAS THOMS Off EWING, Esq, (CriAiRMAN).
The Hon. Erkdertok Thomas Humbtiert. 1 John Lionel Began. Esq.
The Hon. James Hoskins. Thomas Henry Has sail, Esq.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett. j ' Erancis Augustus Weight, Esq.

The Committeo further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.
Alexander Wilson, Esq., stock and station agent, sworn, and examined :—

2199. Chairmmi.'] What are you? A stock and station agent in Sydney. A. Wilson,
2200. Have you had an opportunity of seeing the map showing the position of the proposed line ? Yes, ^a<3-
I know the whole of tho country well. The reason of my being here is that I have known tho whole of
that country more or less for twenty years. I might begin by stating that I have taken an active interest ^ot’’
in the development of New South Wales ever since I have lived in it, nearly a quarter of a century. I 
have taken an active interest in all matters of a federal character, my business and inclinations having led 
me to bo a good deal associated with the adjoining colonies. 1 have such a definite opinion on the 
federation question that last year T lectured on the subject, and dealt very fully with railway construction 
from a federal point of view, and 1 particularly took up the question of a connection with South Australia 
without going through Victoria, and I advocated a line from Oobar to Broken Hilt via Wifcannia, giving 
what 1 thought very pertinent reasons for it. For one thing I advocated a trans-continental line from 
Bourko to Pori. Darwin chiefly because it would go through good, country of a kind all the way, as 
compared with any other trans-continental line then proposed. "
2201. You intended it to go from Bourke ? From Bourko through Queensland, picking up the termini 
of their three main lines and reaching Pine Creek.
2202. Then you propose to go straight to Piue Creek, or pick up the line now partly constructed to South 
Australia going north? No, I ignore that line. I showed the worthlessness of that line for trans
continental purposes. They run a train only once a fortnight on the northern extension of the South 
Australian line,
2203. Will you state, us briefly as you can, your route from Bourke? From Bourke going a northerly, 
and slightly westerly direction, crossing the border in the Northern Territory about 200 miles from the 
Gulf, crossing all the Western Queensland wateishods about their middle course, avoiding all the flooded 
ground, the result of tropical rains.
2201. You go west of Cloucurry ? It might be 100 miles to the south-west of it.
2205. Just about the Herbert? Crossing the headlands of the Herbert. It is only 300 miles further 
to Adelaide coming to Nyngan by that line than it is by their own overland line. If South Australia 
decided to make a branch from Hergott’s Springs, that is where their present northern line makes a 
tremendous bond from the west and north-west; if they made 500 miles to connect it with Long Reach 
and with Central Queensland, it would only bo 100 miles further by that route than by their own trans

. continental
Isotk (ojjrm.sm) Office of the Railway Conmiissioncrs, Sydney, 10th October, 1806,

Sir,—In compliance with the request of your Chairman, I forward herewith an extiaefc from the report of the 
Katlway Commissioners of Victoria {1893), in regard to tho rates for coal, as under:—

Coal is now being produced in Victoria in quantity and quality sufficient to largely affect outside supplies. "We 
thoroughly realise the importance of the development of this industry, and have, consequently, given facilities for a 
largely increased consumption. It is too early yet to state the result from a financial point of view, but experiments 
are being conducted which will enable us to fix a price commensurate with its value. The rates fur tho carriage of this 
coal have been reduced from Id. to £d. per ton per mile. The rate to the consignee is id., the Government having 
agreed to recoup the Department to the extent of another jd, per ton. We are of opinion, however, that the rate of 
Id. per ton per mile, which is charged for all other coni, ia scarcely remunerative, and wc think a further subsidy should 
be provided by the Government, in order that the Department may not have to carry Victorian coal at a loss.

“(Sd.) It. IT. FRANCIS, W. M. KIBBLE, K. L. MURRAY, Railway Commissioners.!>
I cannot trace that the later annual reports of Victoria, have referred to the question, but apparently it has recently 

been engaging attention, as I find in tho Argus of the 2Sth ultimo, regarding a proposed new classification of rates for the 
carnage of goods by railway it is stated that—

M It is almost certain to be represented to the Government that the present rate of Jd, per ton per mile for the carriage 
of coal from the Koiiiinbuira mines in the present quantities is not a payable ono, notwithstanding that the grade on 
the Cleat Southern line has been reduced, and the Cabinet will be asked either to urge Parliament., under tho terms of 
the Railways Act passed last session, to vote a sum of money equal to Jd. per ton per rnile on the coal carried or allow 
the full charge of Id. per ton per mile to he made, which is the rate on firewood, Tho Act referred to states that where 

^ involved, such as the development of the Gtppsland coal mines, the Go\eminent can ask 
iarliumcnt to makegood any loss arising from the carriage of goods at an exceptionally low rate. Formerly a sum 
was annually voted to recoup the Department for the loss on the carriage of coal/'

“I have, &c.,
,rrn, c “ IL McLACHLAN,I he Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,” “ Secretary.
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continental line to Adelaide, and the line I suggest would he through productive country or country 
capable of being made productive. There is no desert whatever.

16 Oct 1896 '^06. You go direct to the northern line P They can only run a train once a fortnight on that line. The 
’’ " people who have gone there are sorry that they ever went, My cousins have had property out (here for

half a life time, and it has been only a sink of money all the time. As regards crossing the Darling with 
a connection from a line here to Broken Bill, of course 'Wilcannia has been to some extent tho capital of 
a large area of back country. There is no disputing that fact. It has lost some of its position owing to 
the uncertain supply of goods by the river; but it was for many years the capital of a large extent of 
back country right out into Queensland and into South Australia. Meninclie commands no country 
whatever practically. I am speaking from a knowledge of the two places extending over a great many 
years. I was all through that country years before Broken Hill was dreamt of, and formed an opinion 
about it then. As to the value of the line from Condobolin to Broken Hill, from a New South Wales point 
of view—that is from a paying point of view—for increasing the productiveness of the country, I thought 
I knew that country pretty well, and I must confess that I was exceedingly surprised on reading the 
account given of it by General Hutton after he had had a trip through that country about a year ago. 
It has been on my mind ever since that if there were a tract of country such as he led the public to believe 
there was between Menindie and Mossgiel, I had altogether overlooked it. That was the only large tract 
in that part of the country that I had not travelled over. I thought I would go through it, so I went 
from Mossgiel to Menindie and Broken Hill, and I can now say that I am surprised that General Hutton 
should have formed the opinion to which he gave expression in Sydney on his return. He described the 
country between those two places as alluvia! plains, capable of growing enough wheat for the whole of 
Australia and a considerable part of the world besides. A great part of my life has been spent in 
learning what the country is capable of, and having gone from Balranald to Ivanhoo, and from Mossgiel to 
Wilcannia, and taken other trips, I thought that I would make up the connecting link, and my opinion is 
that there is no alluvial country there whatever. It is a totally different formation. I think it is an 
accepted theory that that country came out of the sea and brought its saline properties with it, and that 
is entirely against the idea of there being any alluvial plains.
2207. Mr. Trickett!] You would not like to start a market garden there ? It is a good deal of a struggle 
to keep a green thing alive in that country.
2203. Mr. Fegan!] With water? You can do anything with water and heat in a certain amount of soil. 
What you might think to be the worst part of that country would be the best if you had water—that is 
the pure sand hills approaching the Darling. The hundred miles of country that are described as alluvial 
plains have a skin of sandy loam on tho surface and a patch of marl immediately below—the very worst 
kind of soil that you can undertake to irrigate. That is Ihe kind of country between Mossgiel and 
Menindie. With water on tbe first blush it would give wonderful results, but they would not be 
permanent. It would be the worst country in New South Wales to irrigate. All that salt bush country 
has certain mineral substances in it, and after tbe first shoots have gone off mid the plants are expected 
to continue and to flourish, they nearly all die off. Pure sand is infinitely better. Next to alluvial it is 
the best for irrigation,
2209. Chairman.] You are talking of the country in a general way? Prom Mossgiel to Menindie. The 
same remark applies with not quite so much force all the way from the Lachlan to Broken Hill. I once 
had charge of a Bill for tho construction of water supply works at Broken Hill and Menindie, and also 
for a tramway; partly because I was supposed to be well up in all the surroundings of that district, 1 was 
asked to take charge of that Bill. I bad no faith in the prospects of tbe company myself. I told flic 
promoters so. 1 said, I:I will give my attention to tbe Bill in Parliament,” but, as a matter of fact, I 
thought they were a pack of fools. That was eight or ten years ago. The project never came to anything.
I have been to Broken Hill several times since, and I am still more amazed that some of my friends had 
any faith in the possibilities of such a scheme,-and that any productiveness was likely to be created in 
that neighbourhood. A.s regards the line, I have been in conversation with people about the Willandra 
and tbe Lachlan. One gentleman who went up there many years ago sheep-farming is now trying wheat- 
farming—I refer to Mr. Campbell, of Euabaloug. I asked him what be thought of tbe prospects of the 
railway, and he said, “ Well, I do not think the railway would do us any good.”
2210. Mr. Fug an.] His evidence to us is different from that ? I will tell you tbe expression that he 
made use of. He said, “ 1 look at it in this way. When we have a short crop, we have a good market 
for it; hut if tbe railway is brought into the back country, and especially under the freetradc system, 
when we have a short crop, Yictoria and New Zealand will come in and scorch up any little market that 
we might have.” I am a freetrader, and 1 believe'that if the railway is to be made that is no argument 
at all,
2211. Chairman.] Did he think that tbe land about Euabalong would grow crops? He thinks they could 
grow crops if they had their own market assured to them, but not in competition with the outside world.
2212. He thinks crops would do fairly well at Euabalong ? Yes ; in any good forest country from the 
Lachlan down to the Willandra.
2213. Mr. Wright.] Does not Campbell produce 4,000 or 5,000 bushels of wheat a year? J do not
know. He has several hundred acres under crop at the present time. He will get no wheat, but ho will 
be able to get a medium crop of bay. He is of opinion that they could not grow wheat to send to Sydney 
for the open market. I am not expressing an opinion that I formed in the last week or two, but many 
years ago. When the late. Sir William Morgan was Premier of South Australia, I interested myself In 
seeing a good deal of country there, and I said to him then, “ Pour wheat-growing must come to an end 
in South Australia.” He said, “ Why ?” 1 said, “ It will come to an end when the people of New South 
Wales begin to realise the fact that there are millions of acres in New South Wales, with better climate 
and much better soil, which will grow two or three times as much wheat per aero as the laud yon are 
trying to force settlement on in South' Australia. It so happens that Hillston is about in a line with the 
centre of the South Australian wheat areas. If you take from Hillston to Bathurst, and Albury to 
Dubbo, you have a tract of country there with double tbe rainfall of South Australia, and advantages for 
producing wheat equal to those of any place in tbe world.” That was almost before wheat-growing was 
commenced in liiverina. I was then a resident of Eiverina. It was in tbe early days of my Parliamentary 
experience in this country that I expressed that opinion. "
2214. Chairman.] Do you know the country from Hillston to Wyalong ? Not as a through line. I
know the country about Wyalong and towards the Lachlan, but I have not been through the scrub country 
there. 2215.
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2215. What sort of country is it from Wyalong to Grenfell ? I’irst-class land, except for a few miles Tv!,on>
out of Grenfell. It is broken country there, then good country a few miles out of Grenfell, -Then you ^ ^
get rich plains till you are within 10 miles of Wyalong. It would all grow wheat, but it is not what I ^ 
would call first-class wheat country; it is a rich, fattening, boree country. You pass through first-class '
lands 15 miles out of Grenfell—then you get on the Marsden Plains a heavy black soil like the Liverpool
Plains, I go through the country and look critically at the land, and I have inspected nearly every acre 
of land between Grenfell and Wyalong during the last three or four years.
2216. What is the character of the country from Grenfell to Cowra ? It is nearly all good, except the .
hills. The flat country is nearly all good strong wheat land, almost a little too heavy for the present day.
In good seasons the crop grows very strong, the straw being 6 ft. high, and as thick as one’s finger.
2217. Supposing you started from between Cowra, on the Blayney and Young line, and went west? There 
is a patch of country there which is all good producing land from the New South Wales point of view.
A railway a little out of Cowra, through Grenfell as far as the Lachlan, would be a justifiable and satis
factory line. I have a strong opinion that the line, if not made from there, should be made from Young 
to Grenfell and Forbes, and then from Parlies to Narromine. If New South Wales wanted to sink a 
few hundred thousand pounds in railway construction that is a country which will carry a large popula
tion. Every acre will grow wheat. I have had occasion to see a good deal of that country, because for 
some weeks I was assessing between the Macquarie and out to Parlies, and I visited nearly every holding 
in that district, ^
2218. How far is Narromine from Dubbo ? It is 22 or 24 miles west of Dubbo, Every acre from
Narromine to Parkes is first-class wheat land, and population is settling there in spite of all tbe
difficulties.
2219. Mr. Wright^) Do you know the country between Cowra and Marengo ? Yes.
2220. Do you consider that good country ? No, that is coming towards Burrowa. _
2221. Is there much of tbe country from Cowra to Grenfell suitable for wheat-growing ? A great deal
of it. There are some hard hills there; but what is good is superior.
2222. If you were running a railway from near Cowra to Wyalong, where would you cross through
Grenfell—would you go through the Weddin Mountains? If it were proposed to take a railway, you 
would not start from Cowra, but somewhere on the Young line. I do not know whether you could go 
through Grenfell or not with advantage; that is an engineering matter. The tendency ought to he to 
keep to the south as much as possible. _
2228. You are aware that east and west of Grenfell there are mountains and inferior country ? Yes.
2224. You would go through Caragabal ? Yes ; and towards Marsden.
2225. Then up Back Creek ? You would about touch Back Creek, You would he between Back Creek 
and Billabong station.
2226. And through the Mallee Plains run? Yes. . _
2227. And all that country, with the exception of the area around Grenfell, is very good country ? Yes.
2228. Do you know the country beyond Wyalong ? Not right through. I have been on several runs 
about there.
2229. Have you been at Wollongoug ? Yes.
2230. You pass Wollongong on to the Dandoo Hills? Yes.
2231. All that country around Wollongoug is good country ? Yes. _
2232. Do you consider the myall country good? It is not to be compared with tho open white box 
forest,
2233. As a matter of fact, you hold the opinion that, although the country is magnificent for grazing 
purposes, it is not the very best class of soil for wheat? Caragabal and Marsden Plains I do not look 
upon as first-class wheat country.
2234. I suppose you are aware that it is all myall plains down about Cudgellico ? I understand that there 
is a considerable extent of rough country there, and a pretty high ridge to cross.
2235. What is the country that it is proposed to reach from the Lachlan;—have you been through Dent’s
place, Oma? Yes. _
2236. Is there rough country about Bogolong? Yes; it is in some respects like Liverpool Plains— 
you have worthless hills and rich myall plains. It is not like the Eiverina district. In the Eiverina 
district the value is pretty uniform, hut in this district you may he on laud that is worth £2 an acre, and 
half a mile off the land may not be worth 5s. an acre.
2237. From your knowledge of land you would not consider any portion of that tract really first-class 
land except on the banks of tho Lachlan? No. About Marsden it is first-class grazing country and 
second-class wheat land.
2238. Ohairman.~\ What do you call first-class wheat country ? Any of the white box forest, such as you
see between Wagga Wagga and Albury. . _
2239. Do you regard Molong as a first-class district? Yes; any white box forest is good. That is the 
best wheat country as things have developed to-day, and it is the sort of country that you meet with 
almost without a break from Narromine into Parkes and Parkes to Forbes and towards Grenfell.
2240. The whole extent of country from the western line to the Lachlan, is first-class country ? Yes; 
onee you get on the flat box country there is a stretch of country extending from the Lachlan to the 
Murray, between Parkes, Condobolin, Wagga Wagga, and so on, away to the Murray. That is the 
country that I told Sir William Morgan would grow wheat for all Australia. I think I was, to a certain 
extent, a true prophet, because there is going to he no wheat in South Australia this year,
2241. Have you been through that belt of country separating the high lands west of Lake Cowal ? I 
have not. I think you would get hilly, broken country there.
2242. It consists of ridges ? Yes; and patches of mallee. Bearing on the original question, I may say 
that I went, as a pastoralist, to look at some country in South Australia, where the railway passes 
through from Adelaide to Broken Hill, and at the time I speak of they were contemplating throwing it 
open for farms. That is after you leave Petersburg, going to Broken Hill. I said 1 was afraid it was 
a great mistake, and Mr. Goyder agreed with me, as it was outside his rainfall line. They resumed the 
country there and settled farmers on it, and the result has been, in many cases, a disastrous failure.
2243. Not enough rainfall? No; and owing to the saline nature of the soil. In all that salt-bush 
country, after one or two spurts in good seasons, the moment there is the slightest dryness in the soil

‘ 286—M things
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A. Wilson, things go right back. It is admitted in South Australia that it was a fatal mistake to settle people on
that land. The settlers are starving, and the Government arc constantly making efforts to relieve them.

16 Oct 1896.^^' -D° I0*1 know anything about the cultivation of the mallee in Yictoria? Yes; my people first 
‘ settled on the fringe of the mallee in Yictoria. The best country out Wyalong way is mallee country.

■ There are patches of mallee there, mostly good but superficial. They have had the same experience in
Yictoria. What there is of the surface soil is thoroughly good. If I wanted to start a farm in that district 
I should go for a patch of mallee. In Yictoria the mallee means a great stretch of country, but about 
Wyalong it is only in streaks and patches. The mallee country in its natural condition grows nothing but 
malice, but it Las the best soil of that class of country. A good many people have the idea that mallee is the 
generic name for scrub, but it is not so. I was rather amused with one reason given for the construction 
of a line from Condobolin to Broken Bill, which was that tho Broken Hill people would come to 
Menindie for recreation and recuperation, I have been at Menindie in good seasons—I was never there 
in summer-time—and my recollection of it is that it is moving sand. The people were shovelling sand 
out of the corners of the verandahs, and that was winter-time. I think that anyone who wants a holiday 
would rather spend five times as much to get down to Port Pirie.
2243. Mr. Wright.~\ What effect will the construction of the railway as proposed have upon the wool 
traffic round about Willandra, and from there to the Darling? 1 am not very sure. Tbe railway to 
Menindie would have the effect of taking the wool from Mossgiel to Menindie to go to Melbourne or 
Adelaide. Whatever people may say about their patriotism, we have had enough experience to know what 
that is worth. When I was advocating the construction of the line to Hay and a line to Jerilderie, I had 
some faith in the statement made that the people would certainly use the line. But when it comes to a 
question of 5s. a ion on the earriase of wool, the wool will go where the 5s. a ton will be saved. The 
wool from nearly every station in the Mossgiel district goes to Melbourne. Some of it comes to Sydney, 
and goes by sea to Melbourne. Westward of Mossgiel it has been the practice for the wool to go to 
Balranald, and from there to Hay.
2246. Instead of a railway bringing wool to Sydney it would mean a leakage ? I think so.
2247. As a matter of fact, all that country is served by Yictoria and South Australia ? Absolutely, I 
think that the only station below Condobolin in any way attached to Sydney is Mr. Lee’s. Once you 
leave there everybody is for Victoria. It is very much like pumping water up hill to get the business 
here from Menindie to Broken Hill.
2248. Mr. Ilo$kins.~\ Too many are ledger-bound in Melbourne ? The whole of them, without exception. 
I doubt W'hether there is a place between the Lachlan and the South Australian border where there 
is a man who can say what he will do with his business without reference to somebody else. It is all 
Melbourne.

C, E, Rennie, Charles Edward Bennie, Esq., Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands, sworn, and further examined :— 
Esq. _ _ _ _ _

^ 2249. Chairman.] You were asked by the Committee to furnish information with regard to the abandoned 
16 Oct, 1896. resumed areas down the Lachlan and by the Willandra to Broken Hill;—have you got the information ?

Yes. The total approximate area abandoned within 20 miles of each side of tbe Lachlan lliver com
mencing from Condobolin, tbence within 20 miles of each side of tbe Willandra Billabong, and thence via 
Bulla Bulka to Broken Hill is 759,000 acres—that is, inclusive of reserves.
2250. We were informed when in the district that within the boundaries of two pastoral properties, tho 
Merri Merrigal and the Hunthawong, which lie between Hillston and Cudgellico, there were 1,000,000 
acres of abandoned country? I am only giving the area within the limits prescribed.
2251. There is more outside ? Yes.
2252. Can you find out the area abandoned taking 40 miles north of tbe Hay and .Tunee line ? Yes.
2253. Do you think it would bo possible to state the number of holdings that have been taken up, and 
what has become of those that have been surrendered since ? That information was, I think, furnished by 
Mr. Burt, of the Lauds Department.*

* Noth (oij revision) :—Tho following is the infonniition asked for by the Committee.—C. E. RElshilE, Chief 
Draftsman, Department of Lands.
Schedule of abandoned resumed areas u ithin 20 miles on each side of the Lachlan River, commencing from Condobolin; 

thence within 20 miles on eacli side of the Willandra Billabong ; thence ■via Bulla Bulka to Broken Hill. These 
areas include reserves from sale.

No. Holding1, Area 
iu acves. No,

100
Western Division.

Wyadro...................................................... 4S0 654
144 Urmia way................................................. 47,870 206
146 Roto, Xorth-east...................................... 30,080 689
146a Roto, North-east....................................... 31,440 33
115 112,520

33,840
499

116 Murrin ..................................................... 508
24 Coan Downs................ r. ......................... 4,610 302

108 Marooha .................................................. 4,100 115
245 Willandra ................................................. 23,000 597
142 Wangaroti................................................. 16,000 487

1 Wangaroa,................................................. 15,160 487a
317 “ Lot 7 .................................................. 32,000 1 539

355
Central Division.

South Meirowie ....................................... 300 1

2S0

405 Hunthawong ........................................... 72,400 i i
103 Merri Merrigal ................ ...................... 68,000

Holding. Area 
in acres.

Central Division—continued.
Wooyeo..........................................
Mowabla .......................................
Melrose................................ .........
Kiacatoo .......................................
Palisthan .............................................................
Kookaburragong............................
Crown Camp ................................
Milby........................................................
Bygaloree ..............................................
Back Wardry ................................
Back Wardry ...............................
Naradhan.............................................................

Mouhnain.......................................

100,000
9,200

30.000 
21,80020.000 
2,500

600
2.100
4,S7621,000

18,480
22,300
14,230

Total (approximate) 759,000
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Abandoned rcsumcil areas between the Lachlan and Murrumhulgee rivers.

No. 1
1

Name.
Area afc date 

of
forfeiture.

654 Woovco . ..................................... 117,290
487 Back Wardrv................................ 21.400

2S0 Moulmain...................................... 17,278

nos Kookaburragong ......................... 2.41S
115 Milbv ........................................... J 7,518

487a Back Wardry ............................... 1 19.100
103° Morri Merrigal ........................... ' 110,953
539 Nfuudlmn.......................... 1 36,491

70 North Molonga ................... I 19,400
360 Molonga ...................................... 22,236
405" Hunthawong ..................... 1 110,113
420* Cowl Cowl ...................... 1 159.990
196’ Couapainv ................................... 1 134,680
355* South Menwie................... 4,877
82 Mcrool Creek ............................... | 12.503

Remarks,

C. E. Eennie, 
Esq.

isocCisse.

Part offered us improvement leases 7+, )02 C. ; only 74 sold.
Classed as inferior lands ; part offered as improvement leases 133 

and 136 C. ; not sold.
Part offered as improvement leases 74, 109 C.D. ; only 74 sold ; 

14,200 acres now available. ,
Available land left open for annual lease applications.
Classed as inferior lands ; part offered as improvement lease 16 C,, 

and sold ; 2,100 acres now available.
Part offered as improvement leases 133, 136 C.D. ; not sold.
Classed as iuferioi lands.
Part offered as improvement leases 96 to 101, and 103 C.D.; not 

sold.

Classed as inferior lands. <
Classed as inferior lands.
Classed as inferior lands.
Available land left open for annual lease application. 
Available land left open for annual lease application.

L<±'>

No. '
1

*103 Merri Merrigal
405 Hunthawong ...
420 Cowl Cowl ......
19G Conapaira. ......
355 South Merrowie

Scrub leases .....................

Name*

Set apart foi various forms of settlement, to be available 3rd December, 1896

At present available

520,619 acres.

92,592 acres. 

428,027 acres.

Abandoned resumed areas between the Darling and Lachlan rivers

No.
1

Name.
Area at date 

of 1
forfeiture. \

Remarks.

149 Merri Merriwa ............................. 11,021 Classed as inferior lands; part offered as improvement leases 
112, 113 W. ; not sold.

24 Goan Downs ................................ 232,457 Classed as inferior lands.
108 Marooha ................. ..................... 31,320 Classed as inferior lands; part offered as improvement leases 

113, 1M W. ; not sold.
IIS Roto............................................... 151,690 Classed as inferior lands.
116 Murrin............................ .............. 59,710 Classed ns infeiior lands.
233 Yathong ...................................... 123,100 Classed as inferior lands.
215 Willandra .................................... 59.033 About 23,000 acres now available; part offered as improvement 

lease 116 W. ; not sold.
149 a Merri Merriwa ............................. 13,080 Classed as inferior lands: part offered as improvement lease 112 W. ; 

not sold.
144 Uranaway .................................... 50,780 Classed as inferior lands ; 47,600 acres now available.
256 Tara............................................... 63,130 Classed as inferior lands.
146 Roto North-oast ........................... 30,700 Classed as inferior lands.
146a Roto North-east............................ 32,840 Classed as inferior lands.
142 Wangaron ....... ............................ 16,100 Classed as inferior lands.

l Wangaroa .................................... 15,160. Classed ns inferior lands.
Lot l Vacant land (Calytra, Block D) ... 32,000 Classed us inferior lauds.

70 Keewong........................................ 120,700 Classed as inferior lands. ■
145 Yallock........................................... 129,700 Classed as inferior lands.
150 Tibom ........................................... 37,480 Classed as inferior lands.
317 (Parish Willandra)................. ....... 32,000 Classed as inferior lands; offered as improvement leases 115, 116 

W. ; not sold.
10 Moolah........................................... 96,120 Classed as inferior lands,
79a Keewong................................. . 122,580 Classed as inferior lands.

13S Alma............................................... 2,983 The only available land is in travelling stock reserve 1,418 ; not to 
be leased.

07 Buvtundy........................................ 36,520 Bulk of tho area now held under homestead lease; 20,500 acres now 
available.

26 Tarcoola ........................................ 190,329 Bulk of the area hold under inferior lands lease No. G and homestead 
Lease ; 24,200 acres now available.

Disposal delayed pending decision re application for irrigation 
colony by Ormond & Williams.

91 Mallee Cliffs ................................ 121,120

170 Lake Victoria............................... 676,137 Designed as improvement leases 117 to 149 W., but withdrawn 
from sale for classification.

33 Kiacatoo ....................................... 31,851 Classed us inferior lands; part offered as improvement leases 118 to 
121 C. : 118 sold, others not; 21,800 now available.

499 Palisthan........................................ 27,579 Offered in two blocks for occupation license at 10a. per section, but 
not sold.

266 Mowabla ........................................ 0.275 Offered as improvement leases 159, 160 C.D., but not sold.
689 Melrose ...................................... 141,393 D. S. reports not worth offering ; is barren useless land,
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Railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

APPENDIX.

A.
Letieb pkom the Hon, C, A. G-oodchap, NEapECTirra the proposed Rahway.

. _ Union Club, 6 August, 1896.
■d i J-n® -“D^neer-in-Cluef, by the report of bis o-ridence in io-day’s Telegraph, says that the distance from Sydney’to 
Broken Hill via Wilcannia is 743 miles, while blie distance vi& Menindie is 683, diiference 60 miles ; and he adds ^ this 
was of considerable moment in connection with the question of direct communication with Broken Hill, Ac.”

It is admitted, of course, that eyery mile additional increases the advantages of the shorter route, but has not Mr. Deane 
made a mistake in regard to the mileage ; is it not 720A miles between Sydney and Broken Hill via Menindie instead of 683 ?

Mr. Deane in his evidence says that the distance from Broken Hi[ 1 to Condobolin via Menindie is 366£ miles; tho 
Commissioners’ time-tables show that the distance from Sydney to Forbes is 289, and the distance from Forbes to Condobolin 
is 65 miles—720J miles.

The difference between the two routes—Menindie and Wilcannia—according to this showing is less than 2-t miles 
instead of 60 miles, an error of 36 miles, a very important and significant d inference in determining the proper route.

I would very respectfully suggest that Mr. Deane may be afforded an opportunity of revising his evidence on this point.
I have, &c., 4

The Chairman, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. CHAS. A. GOODCHAP.

B.
[To Evidence of J. Burt, isy.]

Particulars p.p-spectino Land within a radius op 20 milks on either side op the proposed Railway. 
Proposed Jiaihoay Line from Condobolin lo Broken Hill,

. Memorandum,
, Department of Lands, 19 August. 1866.

Onf, oi the members of the Public Works Committee having expressed a desire for information respecting the number of 
homestead leasee at present in existence in proximity to the proposed line, a schedule is enclosed giving the names of the 
lessees and the area so held within 20 miles on each side of the proposed line. Total number of homestead leases is 200 for 
an area of 1,487,698 acres.

A schedule is also enclosed, giving the names of the present holders of the pastoral holdings through which the lino 
passes. Twelve out of twenty-four holdings stand in the names of banks or other financial institutions.
The Chairman, Public Works Committee.4 ’ j, BURT.

Schedule of Homestead Leases within 20 miles of the proposed Railway Line from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Appli
cation
No.

Approved No. Original owner. Present owner.

•S. Langford..................... Langford ...................... ....................... .
Richar3 Andrew Ryan ... Richard Andrew Ryan .......................................
JfcL b, Burgess................. H. S. Burgess ......................................................
H. S. Bnrgess.................

William Ryan Coffey . Elder, Smith, A Co., Ltd, (mortgage) ..............
Hdward Andrews ..........
A. P. B. Yevins............. A. P. B. Hevins ..................................................
Edward Andrews .......... Edward Andrews ........................ . ...
A. W. Miller ................. A. W. Miller ......................................................
John Andrews ............ John AnrtrAWR...... .............. . .
John Andrews ............. John Andrews...............................................
John Andrews .............. John Andrews......................................................
C. A. Johnstone ............
George Wilson ............

*W. Billing ..................... W. Billing...........  1 £ 8
"John Williams ............. John Williams.....................................................
John Williams ............. John Williams .....................................................

\loim Folmeer.................
*R. Blight......................... R. Blight ..............................................................
John Polraeer................. John Polmeer ......................................................
John Polmeer................. John Polmeer ......................................................
Daniel Miller ................. Daniel Miller ......................................................

•James Peter O’Connor ... James Peter O’Connor .......................................
James Peter O’Conuor ... James Peter O’Connor ........................................
William John Coffey...... William John Coffey.........................................

•Phcebe M. Andrews ...... Phcebe M. Andrews ...........................................
John Samuel Thom ...... John Samuel Thom...... .......................................

Area. County.

96-8

96-3
96-10

96-12
95-13

94-14

96-11

Willyanut., 
592

1.097 1,101
AdditionalH, 

965 
1,485 

825 
* 964
1.095 

945 
956

1,181
1.096
1.098

Willyama... 
Willyama ,, 

1,178
Willyama... 
Willyama,,. Laio 

874 
1,470

Willyama...
1,342
1,348

Willyama...
1,226

L.

Acres.
5,000

10,240
3.759 
2,560

10,240
6,740

10,237
4.500 

10,240
5.760 
2,560 
1,920 
5,760
2.500
5.000 
2,560 
2,560 
2,560 
2,560 
2,560 
2,560 
2,638
3.000 
2,560 
2,560

10,240
4,451

Yancowinna

* Applicant—Ie»sc net yet granted.
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Appli
cation

No.

95-9

96-9
95-3

95-11

95-26

Approved No.

807
1,351
1,399

437
1,109

445
1,472
1,401
1,474
1,261
1,100

859
386

1,271
1,291
1,290
1,076
3.338 ' 

252
1,486

Willyama....
1,477

873
1,347
1,340

824
1,273
1.339 
1,343

Willyama.,..
Willyama....

1,488
Willyama,.,.

1,458
Wilcannia . 

1,150 
1,451 
1,297 

495

95-2

90-13
90-4

96-6
96-5
96-7

95-22

96-6

406
1,337

124

Willyama.. 
1,492

Willyama.. 
Willyama.. 

1,289 
340 

1,266 
1,317 
1,177

Original owner.

John Samuel Thorn ......
William Isaac Phillips ...
Henry Bywater ..............
William George Phillips.. 
William Isaac Phillips...
R. Benton .....................
H. J. Wiseman ..............
J. V. Lord .....................
J. V. Lord .....................
J. V. Lord .....................
T. W. Torrington ..........
T. W. Torrington ..........
G. Straehan.....................
P. Jones .........................
E. P. Hawson.................
H. F. Hawson................
Daniel Ryan .................
T. D. Davies .................
C. N. Kidman.................
T. D. Davies ................
*A. Crossing ................
J. Liddington................
D. M‘limes....................
A. Crossing....................
J. Spragg.......................
W. F. Spragg................
W. F. Spragg................
D. Skipworth................
R. H. Ruby....................
“J, B. Davison ..........
J. B. Davison................

Present owner. Area.

*G. R. Cottrell .
G. Cameron.......
*M. Larkins ...
R. Osbourn ......
J. Larkins, jun. 
C. J. Cameron... 
R. Dawes .......

*R. Blight . ... 
*J. Podroja ,. 
J. H. Gordon 
R. Podroja ... 
I,. H. Naylor 
G. Maiden ... 
G. S. Maiden

95-35
95-36
95-37

9G-4

96-5

Jane Power.......
Charles Maiden . 
William Maiden.

John Blight.......

Acres.
John Samuel Thorn  ....................................... j 5,760
William Isaac Phillips .
Henry Bywater ...........
William George Phillips 
William Isaac Phillips .
R. Benton......................
H. J. Wiseman ...........
J. V. Lord ..................
J. V. Lord ..................
J. V. Lord ..................
T. W. Torrington .......
T. W. Torrington .......
G. Straehan.................
F. Jones ......................
E. F. Hawson .............
H. F. Hawson..............
Daniel Ryan.................
T. D. Davies ..............
C. N. Kidman..........
T. D. Davies ..............
A, Crossing.................
L. Liddington.............
D. M‘Innes .................
A, Crossing .................
J. Spragg .....................
W. F. Spragg 
W. F. Spragg

Connty.

Yancowinna
5,193 
5,014 6,760 
5,039 
5,784 
5,840 
3,975 
3,510 
2,560 
3,095 
7,145 

10,240 
6,881 

10,240 
10,237 
10,240 
7,495 
5,760 
2,565 
3,850 
3,645 
2,560 
3,000 
7,283 
6,301

. „ 2,633
D. Skipworth ...................................................... j 2,560
R. H. Rnby. 
J. R. Davison 
J. B. Davison

G. R. Cottrell.....................................................
G. Cameron.........................................................
M. Larkins .........................................................
R. Osbourn .........................................................
J. Larkins, jun............ . .....................................
D. H. Power (mortgage) ...................................
D, H. Power, executor of late John Camcron’i 

Estate
Jane Power .........................................................
Charles Maiden ..................................................
The Menindie Boiling-down, Freezing, and Meat 

Preserving Company, (Limited.)
John Blight .....................................................

4,047
4,930
2,560

3,840
6,388
5.000 
2,860 
3,600

10,185
10,240

10,240
3.000 

10,240

10,240

Willyama...... *H. Hardy.........................
Willyama...... >.T. W. Hardy ................

*J. M'Donell ........... .
1,141
1,452

H. Hughes .....................
H. Hughes .....................

1,177 C. S. Maiden ................
1,176

Wilcannia ...
H. Files .........................
S. Klemm .....................

1,489
Wilcannia .. *S. Klemm .....................

1,180
1,376

J. Gormly .....................
L. Owen .........................

1,455 T. Williams.....................
1,461
1,456

T. Williams.....................
A. M‘Kay .....................

Wilcannia ... •R. M. Litchfield..............
'Wilcannia ... *W. MTherson Litchfield.
Wilcannia ,.. #C. W. Litchfield..............
Wilcannia . . *W. H. Burrow ...... ......

565 John Powell .................
Balranald...... *J. S. Braim and A. G.

377
Stevenson.

J. Waugh, jun.................
1,426 W. M. Powell.................
1,218
1,079

J. Rivctt.........................
A. J. B. Waugh..............

397 W. A. Waugh ..............
1,358 M, Donoghue, jun...........

984 A. Sivewright.................
862 R. Cheriton.....................
967 M. D. M'Grath.............

1,253 H. Garner .....................
925 A, M‘Nie........................

1,310 J. Powell, junior ..........
1,449 F. H. Tonzing .............

■R. Blight .............................................................. 10,240
J, Pedroja.............................................................. 10,240
J. H. Gordon ....................................................... 10,240
R. Pedroja .......................................................... 10,240
L. H. Naylor ...................................................... 9,416
G. Maiden.............................................................. 10,212
G. S. Maiden ...................................................... 9,834
H. Hardv.............................................................. 10,240
J. W. Hardy .......................................................   10,240
J. MTlonald,...........................................................I 10,240
Tl, Hughes ......................................................... 5,000
H. Hughes ..................................  i 5,240
G. S. Maiden ....................................................... , 9,834
H. Files................................................................... I 9,830
S. Klemm ...........................................................  | 2,990

S. Klemm..............................................................   7,560
J, Gormly.............................................................  | 10,240
L. Owen ...................................................   10,240

T. Williams......................................................
T. Williams......................................................
A. M‘Kay..........................................................
B. M. Litchfield ..............................................
W. M‘Pherson Litchfield ..............................
C. W. Litchfield.............................................. .
W. H. Burrow..................................................
J. S. Braim and A. G. Stevenson (mortgage) 
J. S. Braim and A. 0. Stevenson ...............

.1. Waugh, jun...................................................
W. M. Powell ..................................................
J. S. Braim and A. G. Stevenson (mortgage)
A, J. B. Waugh ..............................................
W. A. Waugh..................................................
M. Donoglme, jun.............................................
A. Siveright......................................................
R. Cheriton .................................... '...............
John M‘Grath ..................................................
H. Gamer..........................................................
A. M'Nie ..........................................................
J. S. Braim and A. G. Stevenson (mortgage) 
F. H.,Tonzing.................................................

Tandora

7,080
3,148

10,230
10,240
10,240
10,240
10,000
8,313
I, 927

10,240
7,160

10,240
10,240
10,157
10,240
10,240
10,240
10,240
10,240
10,240
10,240
II, 060

Menindie

Livingstone

Livingstone 
and Perry 

Livingstone 
Perry

Manara

v Applicant—lease hot yet gtanted.
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94 ATPEirDIX.

Appli-CiltlOU
No.

Approved No.

flS-1 Balranald
96-2 Balranald.....2 Id 

559 
612 
223 
921

974221
301

607
551Sll
454
207
810
453
147
206
368
274

96-2

14S 
4GS 

' 509
487 
424
395
396 
709

■ 209 
214 
250 

1,114 
780
356 
403 
208

1,249
409
226
357 202 
413
297
298 
326 
819

Hillston North 
240 
354 
403
392 
239
393
394 
507

1,446201
222
757818
225

1,307
420
977
894
204212
391
203

383

815
322
132
402

1,057
286
277
389198
817
238
307

Original Omier,

, *H. A. Linness.................
. ®J. Fitzpatrick................

J. Holmes, jun................
John Holmes .................
W. Walker.....................
G. Parkinson .................
B. Fothergdl ................

A. Wilson .....................
J. M'Grath.....................
H. A. Laird ......... ........

R. Miller.........................
C. Powell........................
J. T. Miller.....................
Margaret Powell ..........
Catherine Crossley..........
W. H. Hutchinson ......
D. M'Lennan Gray ......
W. Carter, sen...............
E. Bees .........................
C. H. Houen .................
J. Bnthie................. ......

Margaret M. Kinton .....
L. Culson, jun.................
J. B. Sheil .....................
T. S. Lee.......................
A. Card ........................
H. JC. P. Thompson ......
T. P. James ................
A. B. Mdnnes .............
Mr. Maynard .................
D. J. Cheriton.................
B. H. Cheriton...........
A. A. Cheriton .............
F. Johns, sen...................
T. B, Hay look ..........
J. Purcell.........................
C. Miller........................
W. A. Bnrcher ............

I A. G. Finch....................
| A. L. Cameron ..............

F. Clayton .....................
E. ii. Brewer.................
P. Carroll.......................
T. H. Williamson.........

, F. Can-............................
James Boy .....................
John R. Varcoe..............

•John R. Varcoo .............
T. Holmes .....................
Eliza Beven....................
W. A. Varcoe....... .........
C. E. Varcoe .................
N. J. Rain .....................
F. Johns, jun.................
J. Johns ........................
M. Purcell .....................
P, J. Keegan .................
A. Gumming .................
M. Mahon .....................
F. Milthorpc .................
G. P. Brewer.................
J. Corbett .....................
J. Corbett .....................
A. Hay lock....................
Mary Ryan.....................
J. Cronin.........................
K. Crossley.....................
H. J. Carr .....................
A. Alehin .....................
B. M. Mackay ..............

A. Mackay .....................

IL J. Walker.....
J. H. Vagg .........
S. A. Hutchinson
John Walker .....
J. G. Vagg .........
T. Quinlan ........
J, Hihherson ....
J. E. Norris .....
D. Clancy .........
John Carroll .....
John Carroll .....
John Butler........

Present owner. Area.

H. A. Linness ...................................................
J. Fitzpatrick ......................................................
J. Holmes, sen. (mortgage) ...............................
John Holmes ....................................................
J. S. Braim and A. G. Stevenson (mortgage) ...
J. E. Gord (mortgage) .......................................
The Australian Mortgage Land and Finance Co., 

Limited (mortgage).
J. S. Braim and A G. Stevenson (mortgage) . . 
Australian Joint Stock Bank, Limited (mortgage). 
Australasian Mortgage and Agency Co., Limited 

(mortgage).
J. S. Braim and A. G. Stevenson (mortgage) .. 
J. S. Braim and A. G. Stevenson (mortgage) ... 
J. S. Braim and A. G. Stevenson (mortgage) ..
Margaret Powell..................................................
Catherine Crossley..............................................
Bank of New South Wales (mortgage) .............
B. M'LclIan Gray ..............................................
Bank of New South Wales (mortgage) .............
E. Rees.................................................................
W. Waldie .........................................................
A. J. Rathie, Hannah W. Rathie, and Isabelle 

Rathie.
Bank of New South IVales (mortgage) ....... . ...
L. Gulson, juji.....................................................
Australian Joint Stock Bank, Ltd. (mortgage)...
R. M'Cord Gray..................................................
A. Gard................................................................
John E. Gard (mortgage) ...................................
John E. Gard (mortgage) ..................................
Australian Joint Stock Bank, Ltd. (mortgage)..
W. Maynard .......................................................I
John E, Gard (mortgage) ..................................  I
R. H. Cheiiton .................................................
A. A. Chenton......................................................
Australian Joint Stock Bank, Ltd. (mortgage)... 
J. S. Braim and A. G. Stevenson (mortgage) ..
Isabella Moore.....................................................
A. G. Stevenson..................................................
IV. A, Bureher ................................................
A. G. Finch ......................................................
Australian Joint Stock Bank, Ltd. (mortgage)...!
Bank of New South Wales (mortgage) .............. |
James Gruy ........  ,
A. Bourke.............................................................. |
T. H. Williamson ............................................
Australian Joint Stock Bank, Ltd. (mortgage).,
E. C. Varcoe .....................................................
John R. Varcoe .................................................
John R, Varcoe ..................................................
T. Holmes.............................................................
Eliza Beven ..........................................................
W. A. Varcoe .....................................................
Australian Joint Stock Rank, Ltd. (mortgage)... 
Australian Joint Stock Bank, Ltd. (mortgage)... 
Australian Joint Stock Bank, Ltd. (mortgage)... 
J. Lugsdin ..........................................................
M, Purcell ..........................................................
P. J. Keegan ......................................................
A. Gumming..........................................................
Bank of Australasia (mortgage) .........................
Bank of Australasia (mortgage) ........................
Goldsbrough, Mort, & Co. (mortgage) ....... ..
J. Corbett ............................................................
J. Corbett.............................................................
Union Bank of Australia, Ltd, (mortgage) ......
L. T. Lloyd, Official Assignee...........................
Australian Joint Stock Bank, Ltd. (mortgage)... 
Australian Joint Stock Bank, Ltd. (mortgage).. 
Australian Joint Stock Bank, Ltd. (mortgage)... 
Australian Joint Stock Bank, Ltd. (mortgage).. 
Australian Mortgage and Agency Co., Limited

(mortgage} _
Australian Mortgage and Agency Co., Limited 

(mortgage)
John Gibson.........................................................
Bank of Now South Wales (mortgage) .............
Union Bank of Australia, Ltd. (mortgage) ......
John Walker ......................................................
Bank of New South Wales (mortgage) ..............
Bank of New South Wales (mortgage) ............
Bank of New South Wales (mortgage).............
J. H. Lee..................................  '......................
Australian Joint Stock Bank, Ltd, (mortgage)...
John Carroll .........................................................
John Carroll .......................................................
Now Zealand Loan and Mercantile Agency Co., 

Ltd. (mortgage).

Acres.
10,240
10,240
10,240
10,240
10,200
10,240
10,240

7,630
10,240
10,240

6.895 
10,240
5,860

10,240
9,974
9,948

10,240
10,240
10,240
8,894

10,240

10,000 
10,240 
10,240 
10,240 
10,240 
10,240 
10,240 
10,240 
10,240 
10,240 
10,240 
4,064 
9,515 

10,240 
9,556 

10,240 
6,872 

10,235 ; 
10,240 ’ 
9,084 

10,240 ! 
10,060 | 
10,240 I
10,2)0 j 
10.210 2,SS2 I 

640 
10,240
8.896 
9,864 
9,845

10,240
10,240
8,710
6,000
2,560

10,240
8,600
8,820

10,240
5,972
3,200
8,963
2,560
9,50210,200

10,240
10,240
10,208

6,493

2,960
10,240
10,233
7,138
2,586

10,240
10,240
6,150

10,240
1,732
7,950

10,240

County.

Manara
?*

Waljcers
n
ti

j t

51

j j 51
11 
*1
ft 
1 J 
* 5 
)i 
5)

J1
H

Mossgiel
'J
51
JJJJ

15
7t >1 
I 3

t)
!!

1 5

! 5 
j I 
1) 5 ► 
»>
J 1

Blaxland

11
Franklin

1 9 
77 15 
5J 
1>
5555
51
55
55 
55 55 » t 
55 
55 55 
51 >5 >1 
11 
55

* Applicant—lease not yet granted.
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Appli*
cation

2ho,
Approved No*

1
Oriftnal owner. j Present owner* Aren* County.

Acres.
1,242

078
1180
228
flSl
907
979

1,308

K. Fardy .......
S. J. Rain .... 
J. M'Donnell . 
J. ii‘Donnell . 
S. J. Rain ....
P. Purcell......
H. J. C. Terry 
H. J. C. Terry

J. Bourke, jnn.......................................................
Jv. J. Rain (mortgage) .......................................
H. Hertell ............................................................
H. Hertell...........................................................
X. J. Ram (mortgage) .....................................
J. MTJeth Fnllarton ......................................
Australian Joint Stock Bank, Ltd. (mortgage).. 
Australian Joint Stock Bank, Ltd. (mortgage) .

1,188
4.000
1.000 
6,167 
4,904 
2.871 
2,910 
1,220

Franklin

In County Yancou inna............................................... i)9
,, Tandora .................................................... 22
,, Menindie.................................................... 2
i, Livingstone ...........    ft
,, Perry ..................   0
,, Manara ...................................................  17
,, Waljeers ................   23
,, Mossgiel ..........................................    32
,, Blaxland .............................................   4
,, Franklin .................................................... 30

Total................................ 200 homestead leases, in area 1,487,698 acres.

Schedule oi Pastoral Holdings intersected hy proposed Railway Line from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

No, Leasehold or 
Resumed.

20
244
244 

5S 
53

252

193 i 
237 
237 ’ 

25 i 
51 | 

240 ; 
240 112 ! 
112 , 
219 1 
115 !
115 ( 
144 
144 1
59 | 
59

116 ! 
116 ) 
307 
311 
179 I 
179 |
245 
224

99
33
33

586
5SG
648

Mount Gipps ....................... I Resumed
Kinchega................................I Resumed
Kincbega................................| Leasehold..
Tolarno................................... | Resumed ,
Tolarno.................................  Leasehold
Albemaile and Victoria Lake. Leasehold.

Moornra .......................
Manfred .........................
Manfred .........................
Kilfera ........................
Clare ... .'........................
Mossgiel .........'............
Mossgiel .........................
Boondarra .....................
Boondai rn .....................
Moulbong.......................
Roto................................
Roto................................
Uranaway ....................
Uranaway .....................
Gunniguldrie ................
Gunuiguldrie ................
Murrin.........................
Murrin...........................
Mount Boorithnlnhle....
Euabalong ..................
Booberoi .......................
Booberoi ......................
Willandra ....................
North Merrowie...........
Wallaudra ....................
Kiacatoo .....................
Kiacatoo......................
Gulgo ...........................
Gulgo .........................
Condobolin ....................

Leasehold.., 
Leasehold 
Resumed .. 
Leasehold . 
Resumed 
Resumed .. 
Leasehold. 
Leasehold.. 
Resumed .. 
Leasehold . 
Resumed .. 
Leasehold.. 
Leasehold . 
Resumed .. 
Leasehold.. 
Resumed .. 
Leasehold . 
Resumed .. 
Leasehold . 
Leasehold,. 
Leasehold., 
Resumed .. 
Leasehold.. 
Resumed .. 
Resumed .. 
Leasehold. 
Resumed 
Leasehold . 
Resumed .. 
Resinned .

Lessee or Licensee,

William Smith and Robert Sellar.
H. W. Hughes and H. W. Hughes, executors of lutcH. B. Hughes. 
H. W. Hughes and H. W. Hughes, executors of lato Ii. B. Hughes. 
Union Bank ot Australia (Limited).
Union Bank of Australia (Limited).
R. L. Phelps and J. J. Phelps, executois. trustees of will of 0. J. 

Phelps.
The Bonk of Adelaide. ■
William Taylor,
William Taylor.
Tiie Trust ami Agency Company of Australasia (Limited).
V'. E. Stanbridge, G. Wears, and J. Waugh.
Australian Mortgage, Land, and Finance Company (Limited). 
Australian Mortgage, Laud, and Finance Company (Limited). 
Francis Samuel Brush.
Francis Samuel Brush..
C. C. Murray and W. Sanderson.
Forfeited. , _ _
New Zealand Loan and Mercantile Agency Company (Limited).
The Bank of Australasia.
Forfeited.
Donald Mnephail.
New Zealand Loan and Mercantile Agency Company (Limited),
C. C. Murray and W. Sanderson,
Forfeited.
William Bailey.
Samuel M'Caughey.
Alexander Thomas Haley.
Alexander Thomas Haley,
The London Bank of Australia (Limited).
New Zealand Loan and Mercantile Agency Company (Limited). 
Australian Mortgage, Land, and Finance Company (Limited).
Tho Australian and New Zealand Mortgage Company (Limited). 
Forfeited.
Robert Lomax Scott.
Robei t Lomax Scott.
John Halfey, Chairman of Australian Alliance Insurance Company.

Twelve holdings out of twenty-four stand in the names of banks or financial institutions.

P ABM AMEN TAUT
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE.

RAILWAY FROM CONDOBOLIN TO BROKEN HILL.

JSEFOKE TECIE SECTIOH^Tj^Xj aOIMZ^ITTIEE-]

SATURDAY, 5 SEPTEMBER, 189G.
[27ie Sectional Committee met at the Conn oil Chambers, Lithjow, at 7'30 p.m.']

Jlrcsmt: —
'J’HOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (CiiAiKiiAy)- 

The Hon. Williaat Joseph Tjuckett. | .Tohx Ltonej. Fecax, Esq.

Thomas Henri- Hassall, Esq.
The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Hailway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Mr. Horace Edward Seymour Braeey, Mayor of Lithgow, sworn, and examined r—
1. Chairman.^ What is the catchment area from which the water supply for the town of Lithgow is Mr. H, E. S.
obtained p Nineteen square miles. ” Braeey.
2. W'hat is the rainfall here? The average rainfall is about 40 inches. /—>,
3. What is the discharge of Farmer’s Creek? Our delivery is 700,000 gallons every 2I< hours. The5Sept‘’ 189G' 
storage capacity is 120,000.000 gallons. The delivery was calculaled at a dry time of the vear. After
heavy rain it would be much greater. ” ' ‘
4. 'What did your water supply cost you ?. About £13,000 altogether. Tho estimate was £15,000.
5. Did that sum embrace the cost of the pipes and distributing mains ? It included everything.
0. If operations were commenced in the town which vould create a much larger consumption of water, 
you would liave to go to further expense to increase your supply'? TVe have a very large supply now, hue 
if we required more water we could about double the storage capacity of tho reservoir by building a dam 
about 2 miles further back. "
7. Tho supply could be made practicably inexhaustible at a slight additional expense? Yes.
8. At what per 1,000 gallons can you afford to supply water ? At the present time I think the rate is too 
high. Wo fixed a rate which we thought wras necessary to cover the cost. Wc charge manufacturers 
requiring water Is. per ],O(10 up to_250,000 gallons per annum, Od. per 1,000 up to 600,000 gallons, and 
Gd. per 1,000 for any quantity over 500,000 gallons. Next year we hope to he able to reduce these charges 
byr one-third, bringing the prices down to 8d. Gd. and 4d. The Council are quite willing to aasist any 
industry which may be established here, and I have no doubt that these prices might be still further 
reduced.
0. Do you believe that your Council can supply water more cheaply than it could he obtained by any 
pumping scheme ? Much more cheaply'. Tnere is nothing to prevent us from supplying it at almost a ■ 
nominal rate. ,
10, And with a little extra expenditure your supply would be practically unlimited ? Practically inex
haustible. Our pressure at the present time averages from GO to lOOlbs.; hut by sinking the inlet-pipo 
wrn could get an additional pressure of 43 lbs.
11. Is there a. direct fall from the reservoir ? Yes. At the present tune our inlet pipe is only- 3 or 4 ft.
.croni tho surface, but hy sinking it wo could obtain additional pressure. Of course, in the event of fire 
pressure becomes very important. Our present consumption is 24,000 gallons a day. We estimate that 
a fall of 1 inch over the catchment area wouldfill the dam, and by making proper impounding arrangements 
we could furnish an unlimited supply, no matter what industries migtit spring up. The catchment area 
is rocky ground and there is no possibility of any settlement springing up near it whereby the water inmlit 
be defiled. ■ °

Mr. James Eyan, editor of tho Lithgow Mercury, sworn, and examined :—
12. 'Hfr. Trickett.} How long have you been in this district ? About twelve years. Mr, J. Ryan.
13. Can you give us a description oi'the smelting-works which are now being erected at Eskbank ? The —v
matter was first taken up last year byr the local progress association, of w-hichl am Secretary, and all the 5 Sept., 1896. 
correspondence went through my' hands. Me found that the Collar Tributary Company were not treating
their matte here because the railway freights favoured the Newcastle district to the extent of £37 for every 
100 tons treated. We therefore applied to the Railway Commissioners for such a reduction as would 
place us upon an equal tooting with Newcastle. A reduction wTas made, with the result that instead of being 
at a disadvantage wc were at an advantage to the extent of £11 13s. 4d. per 100 tons. The rate granted for 
tho trainage of matte from Cobar to Lithgow is 14s Sd. per t.ou. The distance between this place and 
Cobar is 3G1 miles, that make.s the rate '48 pence, or a shade under a halfpenny per ton per mile. I 

286 (a) A believe
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parliamentary standing committee on public works.

Mr. J. Eyan. believe that it was those low rates that induced the Cobar Company to establish their works here. I have
„ ^erc a statement in regard to the work proposed to be done, which I received from Mr. Longworth, andE Sept., 1896. which p wo?]d ]]ke to°read. F ^ ’

14. You believe the statement to be a correct ono ? Yes. Mr. Longworth informed me that he intended 
to put up eight furnaces. These would treat 125 tons of matte weekly, with an expenditure of about 25 tons 
of coal for eacii furnace, or 200 tons of coai altogether. He expects to treat about 6,500 tons of matte per 
annum. The matte is concentrated in Cobar to about one-tenth of the original hulk of the raw ore, and 
Mr. Longworth anticipates that it will be found to contain from 40 to 50 per cent, of copper. On the 1st 
or 2nd of July last, I interviewed Mr. Longworth, for the paper which I edit, and this is an account of 
the interview:— '

Then at the end of three or four months, everything will be ready for the treatment of mattes ? Yes; and we wall 
then employ some 60 men about the furnaces, irrespective of tho coal, which will he used to the extent of 25 lo 30 tone 
daily. __ _

What kind of furnace do you propose? The ordinary reverbatory. I expect they will be capable of treating about 
12o tons of matte weekly.

This, I behave, you regard as only a beginning? That is so, but I can’t say what it may grow to ; it may grow a 
lot bigger. When we get going properly we will, I expect, lie able to treat most of tbe western copper found near the 
railway line. There is room, on the basis of our intended operations, for unlimited development if such is needed.

No, we won’t use the electric light at present. Hut on this matter my opinion is fkat there is noplace in the world 
belter than Inth'joio to start an electrolytic plant for the treatment, of copper and all suitable ores. Why, with your (small) 
coal at 2s. a ton it is as good as Niagara, ■
Last night I saw Mr. Longworth regarding the Broken Hill ore, and the fluxes necessary for treating 
them. He told me that those ores required ironstone fluxes, and be knew of the existence of big bodies 
of suitable fluxing material in the Cobar district, carrying from 4 to 5 dwts. of gold. Assuming that this 
material coat £T a ton to bring to the works, the gold would pay for the carriage. You would thus have 
the flux virtually delivered free. It costs £1 per ton for flux at Broken Hill. Of course tho character of 
the ironstone flux required varies with the character of the ore to be treated. In a letter written to the 
Cobar Uerald. Mr. Longworth said—writing in regard to the removal of the smelting works to Lithgow— 
“ The saving from firewood alone will mean to the Company about £80 pier week.” I have also been in 
communication with Mr. John Howell, in tho hope that he might establish a branch of his "works at 
Lithgow for the treatment of ores coming from the western district, and I have had four letters from him 
in which he promises to visit Lithgow as soon as he is able to find the time. J have also a letter from Mr. 
Cook, giving the result of an interview with Mr. Howell, and stating that Mr. Howell promised to visit 
Lithgow. Mr. Cook adds that Mr. Howell ‘‘ seemed very favourably impressed with what I had told 
him of Lithgow.” 1 have made inquiries as to the price at which limestone could be supplied at Lithgow, 
with the result that 1 find that it could be delivered here in ordinary quantities for about 5s. Sd. per ton, 
including freight, and that for large quamities the price would probably be very much smaller. In 
addition to limestone, we have at Piper’s Flat large ironstone deposits. I cannot give you exact informa
tion as to their extenr ; but their existence is a matter of official knowledge, and has been reported upon 
frequently. I have received a report from a local correspondent at Portland, to the effect that a contract 
had been concluded for the supply of limestone from this neighbourhood to the works at Illawarra. 1 
have not been able to personally verify this statement, but it was supplied to me as editor of the paper. 
My correspondent writes:—

A piece of good news for this place is that Mr. W. Haigh, the manager of the Portland lime works, has received an 
order from the Illawarra smelting works for as much lime and limestone as he can supply them with. The smelting works 
require about 100 tons of stone per day. ‘
Portland is within 14 miles of Lithgow. 3 mention this matter because in giving evidence before the 
Committee Mr. Howell said that fluxing material was difficult to procure near Lithgow.
15. You contend that the Lithgow and Eskbank district is suitable for the establishment of fluxing works, 
by reason of its good water supply, its almost illimitable coal supply, and the presence of abundant fluxing 
material ? Yes, Speaking generally, I believe that we have the cheapest coal in the world, and that the 
supply is, for all practical purposes, illimitable.
16. The ore which would be brought here from Cobar for treatment will, you say, he reduced at Cobar to 
about one-tenth of its original bulk ; that, of course, reduces the amount of freight claimed by the railway ? 
Yes ; but I assume that it would not pay to send large bodies of crude ore for long distances. The ore is

. concentrated for the sake of economy in transit.
17. Would the same thing be done with silver ore? I cannot speak from ^personal knowledge; but I 
think that silver ore would be more profitable.
18. You think that silver ore would be sent in the original bulk—that it would not he treated at Broken 
Hill? It would be sent here in greater bulk. Of course, if a railway were made to Broken Hill, and 
concentrating work were done there, the line would be used for the transport of coal from here, and that 
would give the Kailway Commissioners what they want—a return traflie.
19. I understand that it is proposed to treat about 60,000 tons a year at the smelting works -which are being 
erected here ? T7o about 6,500 tons ; but there is a probability of further extension. If Mr. Longworth 
can secure tho trade, lie will be quite open to deal with other companies for the treatment of their ore.
20. There would be no difficulty in enlarging the works ? I am not aware of any.
21. Ho you know what the proposed works are likely to cost? I should estimate the minimum cost at
£5,000. .
22. Is it proposed by the proprietors of these smelling works to buy ores from other people ? Primarily 
they have their own ores at Cobar. which will supply them with 6,500 tons of matte, but I understand 
that the company will be open to treat with other companies, or, perhaps, to buy other mines, and thus 
increase their ore supply.
23. What rate per ton per mile does Mr. Longworth allow for the carriage of ore from Cobar? The 
rate which our Association helped to secure to him is 14s. Sd. per ton. for the whole distance.
24. The distance from Lithgow to Broken Hill is 600 miles, and tho Kail way Commissioners say that they 
cannot afford to carry ore for less than Id. per ton per mile, or 25s. per ton for the whole distance ;—are 
you prepared to say whether a smelting company could afford to pay a rate like that ? Ho, f am not; 
but if the Commissioners can bring 6,500 tons of matte from Cobar for a little less than -ad. per ton per 
mile, I should think that they could bring ore from Broken Hill at a still lower charge.
25. If smelting works were established at Eskbank for tbe treatment of ores brought here from Broken Hilt, 
tiie coal traffic to Broken Hill would be considerably diminished ? Coal would, .1 assume, be required there

for
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for ordinary household purposes, to create engine power, and for manufacturing purposes generally. Mr. J. Ryan. 
If. would also he required for such concentration as it might he deemed necessary to do on tho spot.
20. According to Mr. Howell, they do not propose to concentrate at Broken Hill; they propose to send ® ®ePt-> 18^6- 
the ores array crude? Then tho whole thing resolves itself into a question of the cost of carriage from 
Broken Hill. on °
27. But you are of opinion that if satisfactory arrangements could he made in regard to the cost of 
freight, this district would prove peculiarly suitable for the establishment of smelting works ? ] think so.
I cannot see how the contrary could be proved.
2S. And Lithgow being 100 miles nearer Broken Hill than Lake Illawarra is, ore would probably he 
treated here more cheaply than at Lake Illawarra ? Tes. 1 understand that in smelting about 3 tons of 
coal are required for every ton of ore. Inasmuch as the average price of coal here is Is. a ton less than 
it costs.elsewhere, there would he a saving of 3s. for every ton of ore treated. There would also be the 
saving in freight which you mention.
29. At what price per ton.will coal be supplied to the smelting company? Mr. Sandford could give yon 
that information. The minimum average prices of coal, J estimate at from 3s. 9d. to 4s. per ton in the 
Lithgow district, from 4s. 9d, to 5s. 3d. in the Illawarra district, and from 5s. 9d, to 6s. 6d. in the New
castle district.
30. Hoes the coal here compare favourably, so far as its quality for manufacturing purposes is concerned, 
with the coal in the other districts you have named ? I believe it to he good coal; but I cannot make a 
definite comparison.

Mr. "William Sandford, proprietor of the Eskbank Colliery and Ironworks, and of the Eskbank Estate,
sworn, and examined :—

31. Mr. Hassall.'] Will you tell us the extent of the coal area in your estate ? 1,700 acres is the Mr.
unworked area. W- Sandford.
32. Can you give me any information in regard to the coal areas held by other people here? No.
33. What is the average thickness of your seam ? They are working from 5 feet 9 inches to (j feet at the 6 eP •' •
present time.
34. Is it expensive to get the coal out ? No, the coal is easily worked,
35. Ho tho facilities for obtaining the coal compare favourably with those in other mines in the Colony ?
Very much so, I think. In this district we can get coal more cheaply than it can be got iu any other 
district. ‘
3G. Can you give us an analysis of your coal? No ; hut it is of good quality, and suitable for iron
working.
37. Is it good coal for smelting purposes ? I should think so. J would compare it with the English coal 
used for similar purposes.
3S. What is the cheapest price at which it could be supplied at the pit’s mouth ? It can be put on the
trucks at 4s, a, ton. A great deal would depend upon the quantity 1,0 be supplied. I could undertake to
supply 100,000 tons a year for 100 years.
39. Mr. Howell informed the Committee that they have practically proved the deposits of silver ore at 
Broken Hill at about 16,000,000 tons. If they dealt with that ore at Broken Hill a large amount of coal 
would have to be sent there. Could you deliver the coal on the trucks bore at 4s. per ton ? Tes, or for 
less—3s. 9d. a ton.
40. The cost of carriage by train would determino whether you could compete successfully with the coal
conveyed to Port Pine by water and thence by rail t,o Broken Hill ? Tes. *
41. In the event of large smelting works being established at Lithgow, would there be any reason to fear 
that operations might be suspended at any time? None whatever.
42. There would he no fear of a block because of the occurrence of a strike or anything of that kind?
We have had no strikes of any importance in this district.
43. What quantity of ironwork do you turn out in the twelve months ? About 5,000 tons of finished 
iron in the year. That is what ive did last year.
44. How many hands do you employ ? Nearly 200 in the ironworks, and about 50 in the colliery.
45. What is about your average pay-sheet per month ? To-day we paid £2,316, and last month £2,400— 
about £2,000 a month.
46. Have you any intention of enlarging your works ? That depends a great deal upon circumstances— 
upon the facilities offered for the expansion of the business.
47. What is your opinion of this particular portion of the Colony as a site for smelting works ? It is 
unequalled. We have the cheapest coal in the world, and abundance of good fresh water. There is not 
sufficient water for smelting purposes in the western district. Then, too, we have good fire-clay which 
can be converted into fire-bricks, wo have good sand for the bottoms of the furnaces, and we have good 
moulding sand. Then, not far from here, we have iron ore of undoubted quality. Wo have also 
limestone.
48. Have you any idea of the extent of the ironstone deposits or of the limestone deposits ? I have no 
official knowledge ; hut I believe that both exist in large quantities.
49. Could this fluxing material be supplied at Lithgow at a pretty cheap rate ? Tes, at very low prices.
50. Can you obtain definite information upon the subject? I do"not know any other place where you
could get limestone as cheaply as you can get it in this district. 1 buy a great quantity of it for my 
foundry at times. ‘
51. Is there any other information which you would like to give the Committee ? We are offering very 
good terms, together with railway sidings, and coal delivered upon the ground, to anyone wanting land 
to put down works upon. Water could also be supplied very cheaply. There are other colliery proprietors 
in the district who also would, no doubt, be willing to give" every facility to anyone wishing to invest 
capital in the erection of smelting works here. In other places they have to pay a large amount for water, 
fire-clay, and so on. With regard to coal going westward, the "Lithgow Coal Association would, no 
doubt, supply it at very low prices,
52. Then, any person desiring to erect smelting works would practically have the whole of his capital 
available for that purpose, the cost of land, &c., being merely nominal?" Tes. We could deliver the

■ small
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W Sandf rd coa^j used- for smelting purposes, for 2s. a ton. I have travelled through America, in
■ England, and on the continent of Europe, and I do not know abetter place than this for the CBtablishment 

5 Sept., 1896. a maBUfactory. I would not have undertaken the liabilities which I liave here, were I of a different 
' opinion. We have a good climate, and one can work here the whole year round. This place has been 

called the Birmingham of Australia.
53. Are your mines dry? "We have to pump a little, but not very much. Our mine can be dried with a 
good pump in a feiv hours per day. We estimate that we have 6,000 or 7,000 tons of coal to the acre, so 
that altogether there are about 10,000,000 tons of coal available. I could deliver from the twro collieries 
100,000 tons a year, or any quantity that would be wanted. That is apart from what the other collieries 
supply. _
51. How many other colliery proprietors are there ? Sis besides myself. I should think that a con
siderable quantity of coal would be used at Broken Hill, There must also be a large consumption of 
galvanised iron and of bar-iron. That we could supply, and tbe freight would be a source of revenue to 
the railways.
55. At what price per ton could you deliver galvanised iron ? We are now charging £16 10s. a ton for 
it. The freight for galvanised iron is very low. The freight to Broken Hill, if the proposed line were 
made would be £2 0s. 3d.
56. What is the price of bar-iron ? We could deliver it for about £8 a ton.
57. Would the freight be tbe same? Yes. The freight depends upon the quantity sent. With regard 
to coke I would be prepared to put down tbe necessary plant and to manufacture largely if there were a 
demand for it.

Mr. Louis Buckland Blackwell, Assoc.M.Inst.C.E., mining manager, Vale Colliery, Lithgow, sworn, and
examined:—

L 58. Mr. Jj’egan,^ How'long have you been at the Vale colliery ? Two years.
AMICE’ 59‘ ^ave .v’ou had experience elsewhere ? Yes.

_ 60. How long have you been in this district? T have been seven or eight years in tbe Western district.
C Sept., 1896. ^ere you managing any other colliery ? Yes, the Cullen Bullcn colliery.

62. How many acres of coal land arc there at the Yale colliery? 1 would not like to speak definitely: but
approximately we have GOO or 700 acres.
63. What is the thickness of the seam ? From 5 ft. 6 in. to 5 ft. 9 in.
61. Is it a good seam ? Excellent.
65. How many men have you employed? About forty, above and below ground.
66. What is your hewing rale ? One shilling and eight pence a ton.
67. What do you sell your coal [at ? It is sold to the Lithgow Coal ’Association at various prices 
according to the contracts entered into, and according to whether it goes east or west.
68. At what price could you send coal to Broken Hill? Eor about 4s. a ton and freight.
69. How long have you been making coke at the Vale eollierv ? The first experiments were started in
1890. ’
70. Were they successful ? Not quite so successful as they have been during the last 18 months.
71. Can your coke be compared with the Wallsend coke as regards quality and amount of ash? The
amount of ash is slightly greater.
72. Ho you agree with the statement that the Lithgow coke is unfit for smelting purposes? At the 
present time we are supplying coke to the Great Cobar Copper Mining Company and to tbe Sunny Corner 
Company and we have had no complaints. During the last IS months or 2 years wc have very largely 
improved the density of our coke.
73. Is the patent your own ? I have no patent. The arrangements are my own.
74. Your arrangements have improved the quality of the coke ? No tests have been made by the Govern
ment since I took charge,
75. Has any test been, made by yourself ? Yes, several.
76. What are the tests ? We can reduce the ash by a very large percentage, but our present consumers 
do not ask for this reduction. Mr. Longworth, of the Great Cobar Copper Company, suggested the other 
day that 1 should not remove the ash at all, and I assumed from his remarks that it acted as a flux.
77. Have you compared the analysis of your coke with those of other cokes ? Yes, we can reduce our 
ash to about 10 per cent.
78. Have you an analysis of the Newcastle coke ? The amount of ash in Hood’s coke (English) varies from 
4’75 to 9'70. In the Newcastle district theamountof ash is brought down to 7'82 per cent. At Singleton 
it varies from 9 to 10 per cent. At the Co-operative Mine it varies from 10 to 12‘65 per cent.; at 
Hnanderra it is about IPS per cent., at Mount Pleasant and Bull!, from 13 to 14 per cent.; and at the 
Vale colliery, in 1892, 15 per cent., and about 12 per cent, at the present time. We can reduce tho 
amount of ash in our coke still further. It is only a matter of cost; but not being pressed by our large 
consumers to do so, it is not worth our while to make any change.
79. You use small coal chiefly in the manufacture of the coke? Yes.
SO. The coal goes through certain washing processes ? Yes, the western coals are interstrati fled with 
foreign matter which has to be removed.
81. What would your plant cost ? A plant like that could be built for from £70 to £80 per oven.
82, What is your present output? About 60 tons a week.
S3. How much per oven ? From 2 tons 10 cwt. to 2 tons 15 cwt. per charge.
84. How many charges can you have in a week ? With improved ovens we ought to have a charge out 
every 4 days. At present it takes nearly 7 days. If we had more to do we should have to erect a larger 
plant. Another very important matter to consider is this: Assuming that the total output of coal from tho 
whole district amounts to 30,000 tons per annum per mine, and 10 per cent, of that is small coal, that 
amount of small coal is only capable of producing a certain quantity of coke. In 1892 Broken Hill was 
consuming 1,000 tons of coke per week. Assuming that the consumption now is as large as it was then, 
this district, in order to supply the demand, would have to use not only the whole of the small eoal raised 
but some of the large eoal. We would have to pay £8,000 a year for producing and crushing the large 
coal, and that would increase tho cost of manufacturing the coke by Is. 8d. or 2s. a ton.

85.
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85. How inucli per ton can you supply the coke for now ? For about 15s. a ton delivered in tho trucks
for large contracts. A.M.LC.E.
86. That would be about £2 a ton at Broken Hill? Yes. , .
87. Ho you not think it strange that a person who knows this district very well should state that your G gept (18gG_ 
coke cannot bear comparison with the Newcastle coke? J do not think that it has been recently analysed,
or that a test has been made within the last 2 years.
88. If there were large smelting establishments here to supply, your coke works would have to undergo 
a complete change? Yes.
89. Tho most modern machinery would have to be erected to cope with the demand for coke? Yes. It 
has already been proved that with proper appliances we could produce coke yielding only about 10 per 
cent, of ash.
90. That would compare very favourably with the English coke? Yes,
91. Could you produce that coke at 15s. a ton ? Yes. , ,
92. "Will the coke that you are now producing carry well without breaking ? If there were no carriage 
there would be no breakage. That would he one advantage in having the smelting works established here.
98. But supposing there was a demand for coke in Broken Hill, could you make coke of a quality to stand 
the carriage? I fancy that our coke ia more friable than the English coke. It would give a better result 
in Lithgow than m Broken Hill. _
94 Is that because of the quality of the coal? All coke breaks more or less in transit; ours will stand 
the crushing weight in the furnace. The density of the coke is on element in its success. It should be 
able to stand tbe weight of the metal in a furnace without crushing. -
95. Can you tell us why English coke can stand carriage better than your coke ? If we had more 
approved appliances we could make a coke which would bear a fair comparison with the English coke.
At the present time there is no particular reason why we should spend much money in producing a better 
coke. _
96. If you had the appliances you could produce coke which wrould compare in all respects with the 
English coker Yes.
97. How many tons of coal go to a ton of coke? After deducting the dirt which has to be removed, 
about 2£ tons.
98. Ho you know what English coke is sold at now ? No.
99. How many acres of good coal land are there in Lithgow ;—the coal-seam goes eastward, does it not?
I suppose there must be over 10,650 acres of coal-land held by private individuals, and there is a large 
area of land not yet taken up. The minimum quantity of coal would be 53,000,000 tons.
100. That would be about 5,000 tons to the acre ? More than that. _
101. Ho you think ii. will pay to carry on coal-mining operations in this district more extensively than 
they are carried on afc the present time ? I think so.
102. Ho you think that you can compete successfully with otlier parts of the district? Tes.
103. If the coke industry developed, more collieries would be required to supply the necessary quantity 
of small coal ? Small coal is only made by the screens and in hewing; an increased production of large 
coal would mean an increased production of small coal.
101. Yon use a large quantity of water in the manufacture of coke ? A fair quantity.
105. Ho you use the same water more than once ? It is used over and over again in the process of
washing.
106. There is no fear of the water supply proving inadequate, even should your operations be considerably 
extended ? No, If we went short of water we could get it from the town supply.
107. Do you know anything about the iron deposits in this district ? I have seen them on more than
one occasion ; hut J could not give yon information as lo the thickness of the seams.
108. 1 suppose you use a large quantity of timber here ? Yes.
109. Have you plenty of timber to supply your wants ? Yes. within a very few miles.
110. "Where do you get your timber ? From Blaekheath, and from other stations upon tbe Mountains.
There is an unlimited supply. >
111. I suppose you are acquainted with the requirements of the iron-smelting industry ? I have not any 
practical experience in that direction.
112. Have you seen tho fluxing deposits at Portland ? Yes, I have seen the lime deposits, which extend 
from Portland to Ben Bttllen. Tho deposits arc very extensive, and the depth is very great.
113. Limestone is used largely for flux in the treatment of silver ore ? I believe that limestone has been 
ordered in large quantities from Mr. Haigh, at Portland.
114. Mr. IIa$sall.~] In the event of a large coal trade being opened up with Broken Hill, a greater 
quantity of small coal would be produced here ;—would you not then be able to obtain practically all tbe 
small coal you required for coke at a very nominal figure ? It would all depend upon tbe basis upon 
which the work was done. If the coke works had to buy ihe coal from other collieries, a certain market 
price would have to be paid for it.
115. But ono industry would help the other ? Yes. -
116. You should he ablo to obtain a sufficient supply of small coal at a low figure ? Yes ; and our present 
hewing rate of Is. 8d. is for large coal. For small coal the rate would he about Is., supposing there were 
a very large output.
117. Would that enable yon to reduce tbe price of coke to 15s. ? "We would be prepared to bring it down 
another Is. if we could rely upon a sufficient demand.

Mr. Thomas Willon, colliery proprietor, Lithgow, sworn, and examined .—
118. Chairman^] What evidence do you desire to give the Committee? I desire to give evidence as to the Mr. 
price at which coal might be delivered at Broken Hill, supposing the proposed railway were constructed. I T. Wilton, 
had an interview with Mr. Eddy last Thursday morning in regard to the matter. Some time ago a reduction ' —'
was made in the rates for bringing matte from Cobar for treatment here. The Bailway Commissioners ® 
gave a rate of less than Ad. per ton per mile for that traffic T asked Mr. Eddy if he would give the same rates 
upon the proposed Broken Hill line, and he said, “,Oh, you may lake that as a basis.” He gave me as tbe 
distance from Lithgow to Broken Hill 631 miles, In tho rate-book the rate for tho carriage of agricultural

produce
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T. Wilton Pro(^u9e an(^ ip an lire is 13s. 4d, a ton for 500 miles, subject to jumping rates of 2d. for every 25 miles beyond 
^00 miles. If those rates were applied to the eoal traffic to Broken Hill, it would make the freight 1 is. a ton 

5 Sept., 1S9C. ^lor'J lithgow to Broken trill. Of course, lower rates have always been given for the carriage of agrieul tural 
produce than are given for the carriage of coal, and 1 his has always been a source of contention. There can 
be no doubt irom the remarks made by Jlr. Kirkeahlie in 1891, that tho Kail way Commissioners would be 
prepared, as is done iu A mcnca and elsewhere, to carry such things as eoal at less than cost price for the sake 
of the collateral traffic if they had sufficient justification for doing so. Therefore, I think it reasonable to 
suppose that if tho Commissioners will carry agricultural produce for 14s. a ton for 600 miles they 
would carry coal for at least 20s. a ton. At ^-d. per ton per mile the cost of carriage would be about 25s. 
per ton; but I have no doubt that the coal could be carried for about 20s. a ton. Coal costs here about 
4s. a ton, so that at that rate it could be delivered in Broken Hill for 24s. a ton. The very existence of 
Broken Hill depends upon its being placed in cheaper communication with a coal-producing district. 
Otherwise what wealth there is there must be lost to this Colony. In 1891 the problem seemed to be, 
how to treat the sulphide ores. The question then was whether Broken Hill could exist for more than 
ten years ; but now a process has been discovered for treating these ores, and very large works are being 
erected at Lake Illawarra to treat them. It has been stated that the trade in eoal to Broken Hill would 
cease if the ore were brought here to smelt, but I would point out that if coal could be obtained cheaply 
at Broken Hill more properties there would be developed. The lowest price of coal in Broken Hill is 
£2 2s. a ton. In 1891, coal there cost £2 8s. a ton, and the Proprietary mine was using 44,375 tons. 
The quantity of coal taken to Broken Hill last year was about 43,000 tons, and the greater part of it was 

. used in the smelting of ores. There is no doubt that if coal could be supplied there at a cheap rate it 
would stimulate the opening up of other mines. Tho construction of a railway, which would mean the 
giving of cheap carriage, would bring about the establishment of large populations at both ends of the line, 
and a lot of collateral traffic would thus be provided. Wo do not build railways out here simply because 
they will pay; we build them to develop the resources of tbe country. What would have happened 
if the proposal to construct the Western line had been considered simply from the standpoint of whether 
it would pay. Taking 10 per cent, as the average amount of small coal obtained in a mine, it must bo 
remembered that twice as much small coal is left underneath as is brought to the surface, because the 
miners load the trucks with forks, and the small coal slips through. I do not think Mr. Blackwell 
mentioned that. If all the small coal were brought up, it would not be necessary to crush the largo coal.
119. In that way the production of small coal could be materially increased? Yes. If we were all 
making coke, we should not have to crush very much large coal,
120. Mr. Ibichett.] You could not afford to pay 4d. per ton per mile to scud coal to Broken Hill ? The
cousumcr would liave to pay it. *

' 121. Could the consumer afford to ]>ay it ? He could pay it now. It seems to have been assumed that
if the proposed line were constructed the Broken Hill ores would necessarily bo sent to the smelting works 
at Lake Illawarra ; but, as a matter of fact, if the ore were sent along the proposed lino it would not pass 
Lithgow unless some other coal district were discovered nearer to Broken Hill.
122. ^Do you charge more for eoal going west than for coal going to Sydney? Yes ; we are selling coal to 
tho Government lor 3s. 9d. a ton, though not very much is made out of that price.
123. Ho you get much higher prices for the coal going westward ? We get all soils of prices where we 
think there is no competition.
124. A witness in Sydney stated that if smelting works were erected at Esk Bank vou would not contem
plate obtaining ore from so distant a part of the Colony as Broken Hill? That is nonsense. If the Broken 
Hill ores were sent alonn the railway the}' would never get to Illawarra; they would slop here.
]21i. A representative of the Lithgow colliery proprietors who was examined by tho Committee stated 
distinctly that it was not contemplated that ores would come from so distant a part of the Colony as 
Broken Hill ? I do not agree with him. All the other coal proprietors think that*the ores will come 
here.

Mr. William Bragg, part proprietor of the Oakey Park Colliery, sworn, and examined:—
Mr.W.Bragg. 12(5. Chairman.] You have heard the evidence which has been given in regard to the various matters into 
r which the Committee are inquiring ? Yes.
o ep -., . . y27. Ho you agree with it generally ? Yes. •

128. I understand that you desire to make a statement in regard to the manufacture of coke in connection 
with your mine ? I am in treaty with a company to make coke at our eollierv. There is a great deal of 
coke going from the southern and northern collieries to Sunny Corney, to Cobar, and to other places. I 
have given the matter a great deal of consideration for the last seven years, and I have made considerable 
inquiries. I find from the Calc colliery that they can make coke as good as, if not better, than the otlier 
cokes to which I. refer.
129. As good coke as is made in the Colony ? Yes. I expect in a short time to be able to start a Coke 
Manufacturing Company. I think from what I have seen of the Yale coke that we should he able to 
turn out a good article. I sent two trucks of coal down some time ago, and they told me it was of very 
good quality for making coke.
130. You believe that there is a future for the coke industry in Lithgow? I believe that there is a
good opening here for the industry altogether apart from the Broken Hill trade. "
131. Mr. Trickett,'] If smelting is carried on hero to any great extent will the manufacture of the coke 
develop ? Undoubtedly.
132. And coke would he made which would be suitable for smelting purposes ? Yes.
133. If 100,000 or 200,000 tons of ore were brought to Lithgow annually, there would be no difficulty in 
treating it, owing to the inadequacy of the supply of coal, or of water, or of fluxing material? Yonc at all. 
Wc have every facility fot treating the ores here.

WEDNESDAY,
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WEDNESDAY, 0 SEPT EMBER, 1896.
[The Sectional Committee met at the Eoyal Wall, Condobolin, at 10 a.mi]

present: —
THOMAS THOMSON EWJNO, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. "William Joseph Trickett. j John Lionel Feoan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. ■

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.
Mr. George Burnett, Mayor of Condobolin, sworn, and examined :—

134. Chairman.'] How long have you been here? About seventeen years.
135. Do you know the district fairly well ? 1 know a lot of it.
136. Do you know the country north from Condobolin out towards Nyngan ? Tes, all that country, out 
as far as Cobar, and I have been from Condobolin to Mount Hope.
137. Do you know tho Willandra Billabong ? Not very well. 1 have passed through that district.
138. Do you know the country from Condobolin to Euabalong on both sides of the river? Fairly well. 
1.39. Do you know the country from Euabalong to Hillston ma Lake Cudgellico ? No, I do not. 1 have 
been along the track, but 1 could not say what the country is like.
HU. Do you know the country from Euabalong via the Willandra Billabong to Hillston? I know the 
country on the north side of the river to Hillston.
Fll, Do you know the country from Hillston to Wyalong? No.
142. What is the country like from Condobolin to Euabalong, on the north side of tbe Lachlan? It is all 
good wheat-growing country,
143. How does it compare with the country between Condobolin and Parkes ? If anything, I think is is 
better wheat-growing country ; at any rate it. is quite as good.
141. What is the country like between Condobolin and Euabalong, on tbe south side of tho Lachlan ? It 
is more gracing country, and away from the river it is scrubby and ridgy.
145. Therefore a railway would go through better country on the north side of tbe river than on tbe south 
side of the river? Yes.
14C. From Euabalong via Cudgellico to Hillstou what is the country like? I think it is prineipnlly 
swampy country—lignum country along the river; but J do uot know it well enough to express an opinion 
upon it.
147. From Euabalong to Hillston, passing tbe Willandra, what sort of country is it ? From what I know 
of it, it is splendid grazing country, and iu the immediate neighbourhood of Hillston, splendid wheat land— 
high upland.
148. You think that the railway should go on the north side of the river as far as Euabalong? Yes.
149. Which side of the river would you take the railway from Euabalong to Hillston ? I think still, on 
the north side.
150. Would not that leave out Lake Cudgellico ? Yes. You would have to make two bridges over the 
Lachlan to tap Lake Cudgellico from here.
151. Is the Cudgellico country good country ? About Cudgellico it is good wheat-growing country.
152. Is there a large area of it? Yes, and some splendid crops of wheat have been grown there. At the 
present time, however, it is rabbit infested.
153. What is good wheat land worth about here, that is, in its natural state ? Jb is being sold from about 
7s. Gd. an acre.
151. You can buy it for that? It has been sold for that lately—from 7s. Gd. to 10s. an acre. That is 
what it fetches at auction.
155. Good wheat-growing land ? Red soil, timbered country. I know of several large selections within
10 or 12 miles of Condobolin which have been sold for 7s, Gd, and 10s. an acre. '
156. That would be land for which the selector had a certificate ? Yes, there were Government instal
ments to pay upon it. If 1 were buying that land I should consider that I was paying 27s. Gd. an acre 
for it.
157. Do you think that there will be any trade from here to the west? I think that the west is the 
farmers’ market, J am a farmer, and I think that that will be my best market.
15S. Does much sluff go that way now ? A lot, of stuff goes that way now, and a great deal goes to 
Carrathool and Wbitton. The Cobar line taps the country up on the other side.
159. Do you think that you could supply wheat and Hour, and things of that kind to Broken Hill ? I 
do not know. It would depend upon the freight.
160. And upon the population to be supplied ? Yes.
161. Tho present population in the western district is rather sparse ? I consider that if I grow 1,090
bags of wheat and have them gristed into flour, I shall have a market for the flour in tho west; but 
that will depend upon the population.. ■
1G2. Is there much going on at Mount Hope ? I think it is a pity they have not a better outlet for their 
mineral wealth. There is splendid copper and silver, and payable gold there ; but the place is so isolated 
that the people can hardly work the mines. They have so much to pay for carriage that they cannot 
send the ore away for treatment, and they can hardly afford to treat it on the spot themselves.
1G3. A line to Mount Hope would simply mean cheaper freight ? Yes.
164. What sort of country is there about Mount llopo—agricultural country? It is inferior mallee 
country principally. There are good flats, and in towards tho river from Mount Hope there is splendid 
country.
1G5. lilr. Trickett.'] You seem to favour the northern route ? Yes. the direct route.
16G. Is not the land along that route in the Western Division? Yes.
167. The land on the southern route is in the Centra! Division ? As far as Hillston, I think.
HiS. Is not the land in tho Central Division bettor adapted for settlement thau the laud in the Westorn 
Division ? 1 am not sufficiently acquainted with the land on the south side of tho river to bo ablo to give
an opinion.
169. But inasmuch as that land is in the Central Division, would not the conditions’be more suitable for 
settlement ? The country has not been as much settled upon as it would have been if ii had been good 
agricultural country. 170.

Mr.
Q-. Burnett.

9 Sept., 1896.
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Cl B^r tt i'1 Division is locked up for tM-entj-cightyears ? "Well, tlielanrlin the Cenlral
■Jrnc ‘ Division has not been taken up as it would have been if it had been suitable for agriculture. About Lake 

9 Sept~I896 ^'u^=e^ico it has been taken up.
• ’ 171. Upon what route would the land be most quickly taken up, supposing a railway were made ? I

think there would be most population on tbe southern side of the river.
172. What minerals are obtained at Mount Hope? A good percentage of siker, very rich copper and 
payable gold have been found there. Some ten years ago payable gold was found there.
17d. Is difficulty of access the chief drawback to the development of Mount Hope? Yes.
171. I suppose they suffer from want of water there sometimes ? Very seldom now. They used to suffer 
from want of water : but I think there is a Government tank there now.
175. But for mining purposes the supply is limited ? They are a little better supplied than they used to 
he ; but I do not think they have too much.
17C. The ore cannot bo usually treated locally ? They cannot treat their ore there because of the want 
of wafer. “
177, If they were brought within a reasonable distance of a railway they could send their ore elsewhere 
to be treated? Yes. 1 am sure that Mount Hope would give employment to hundreds of men if they 
could treat the ores there.
17S. Is it a largo field ? Yes, there are three large copper-mines there. They are something like 5 
or G miles apart, on a straight line of reef. The gold mines are about 6 miles further out in a north
westerly direction.
170. Arc there many people employed there? They were in full swing when I was there last; but tbe 
place has been shut down now for three or four years past. The price of minerals became so low, and 
there were so many difficulties in the way of treating tho ore, that they had to close their mines. Still 
they do work a little. There has always been somebody working there.
150. You say that the agricultural outlet from here should be to the west; do they grow anything at
Hillston ? Yes ; they grow large quantities of wheat there. ’
151. You could not espeet any market at Hillston ? Ho, but there should be a market further out into
the interior, at Mossgiel, Ivanhoe, and those places. Of course, the homestead lessees about Mossgiel
are turning their land to wheat-growing.
152. Would not places like Ivanhoe get their produce from Hillston instead of from Condobolin ? I do 
not think that Hillston could supply all that back country. The people out there must either get their 
produce from this place or around by water.
153. If the railway were to stop at Condobolin, from how far west would traffic come here to go lo 
Sydney ? It would come from Mount Hope and from out in that direction.
ISI. Trom Hillston ? J do not think it would come from Hillston. That traffic would go to the Hay 
Hue. Of course it would all depend upon tho cost of haulage to Sydney.
!S5. Have you any idea of the population between here ancf Hillston ? ’ Ho.
l.SG, 1 suppose it is pretty sparse ? Yes ; but there is a fair population about Euabalong, wherever there
is any land worth taking up,
187. You have travelled the greater part of the road from here to Hillston ? I have been from here to 
Hillston two or three times, and I have been to Euabalong.
188. Whether you crossed the river at Coudobolin or at Hillston, the expense would be about tbe same ? 
Just about tbe same. There would be no difficulty at cither place.
180. Mr. Hassall.1 W hat do they do principally in Hillston ? The country is nearly all used for sheep 
farming.
190. Does much stock come that way ? All the Queensland stock goes to the southern markets that way.
That is the main road. ^
191. Where does^ it make for? It crosses principally at Hay and at Maude on the Mummibidgee, and 
then goes to Deniliquin.
192. Is there any fat stock coming this way to go to Sydney ? Not since the Bourke railway was 
opened. That railway takes all the fat stock coming from Queensland, and all the surplus stock from the 
back district.
193. TV here does the wool from the slations out towards the Darlnig go ? The wool from the stations 
near the Darling goes down the river to Wentworth, and thence by steamer to Melbourne.
19-1. But I mean from the stations some distance this way ? Principally to Hay and Balranald. A lot 
of that wool goes through Deniliquin lo Melbourne. "
195. Do you think that the extension of the line to Condobolin will bring a lot of that wool tins way ? 
It will bring a lot of the wool that now goes to the Bourke line to the Hay line. It all came here before 
those railways were opened.
10b. It will practically tap about half the country between hero and Cobar ? A little more than half.
197. And as far as Ivanhoe going towards the Darling ? j. think so.
198. Do you think that the proposed extension of the line, either along the Lachlan valley or along tho 
VVillandra Billabong, will lead to any appreciable increase in settlement? Yes, 1 am sure that it will. 
Ihe great drawback to tho country in the interior is its want. of.railway communication. A man can 
hardly make a living on a small holding unless he has railway communication.
199. What would they go in for there ? There is a lot of good agricultural laud which would he broken 
up for wheat-growing and sheep-farming combined. I. think all the land is suitable fur that purpose.
2U0. But, in tbe event of this country being taken up for the production of wheat and other agricultural 
produce, where would you look to for a market? We would have just the same resources ns we have 
now, even if the railway did not go past Condobolin. We have Sydney on the one side, and the chance of 
a market to the west. The only benefit wc get from a railway is that it enables us to obtain our goods 
more cheaply. Of course, in sending produce back we have other districts to compete with. If the 
proposed line is made it may be five or ten years before tbe country is populated.
201. But, in the event of the country towards Hillston being taken up for farming, would not the western 
market bo closed to producers living nearer ibis way ? I do not think so, though'It might. It would just 
depend upon tbe population. "
2UO, you thinlf that the population can increase materially in this part of the Colonv ? I think so.
J here is a vast amount of land now locked up in the hands of pastoralistB—principally Crown lands—and

" I
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I see 710 reason why it should not be populated. It is the want of railway communication that keeps back ^n8tt_ 
population. From the farmers’ point of view it is better that the land should be locked up for twenty- A ^
eight years, because more produce will then be required from this district. At the present time thousands ^ iggg, 
of tons of produce go from here.
203. You admit that the country about Hillston is as good as the country around Condobolin. i. es ; on 
Kiacatoo Station I have seen larger crops of wheat grown, and they have been practically as good.
204. But places further west would have less distance to send their stuff, and, therefore, could probably 
undersell you ? They might, and I would be very glad if they could, because I never look at anything 
from a selfish point of view. If the railway will do a thousand people good and injure only a few around 
Condobolin, I would say let the thousand people be benefited. _ I would like to sec the railway extended 
all through that interior country. Somebody must benefit by its construction.
205. Mr, Jt'etjan.'] How many bushels of wheat to the acre do you obtain here ? The average wheat crop
about Condobolin can be put down at from 12 to 1G bushels to the acre. _
206. And what is the average crop at Hillston or Lake Cudgellico ? I have no information on that 
matter. They have had enormous crops there and some very light crops. It all depends upon the season.
207. Is the rainfall there more or less than it is here ? I think that wo have a larger average rainfall.
208. How many inches of rain have you had this year—about li ? About that; but this has been a very 
dry season.
209. You are a carrier as well as a farmer ? Yes. ,
210. What does it cost per ton to carry goods from here to Forbes ? £1 or 30s. It depends upon the 
stilt® of tho i*oq.cl
211. Have you carried much to Euabalong ? Ho. The price from Eorbcs to Euabalong is generally
about £2 a ton. That would make the rate about 30s. a ton from here. ,
212. What is the distance ? About 40 miles. It is considered a bad track to travel. Then, too, there is 
not so much loading out that way, and there is no back loading.
213. Do you think that with railway communication there would be any chance of developing the Mount
Hope mines? I think so. , .
2.14. Do you know whether the mines are owned by syndicates or by small companies of miners. Ho.
215. You say that there is payable gold there;—what do you call payable gold? A friend of mine
prospected there for two or three years, and he got from 10 to 12 and 15 dwt. to the ton.
216. Who owns the copper-mines there ? I do not know. _ ,
217. Why is it that they are closed ? I think the great drawback to the place is the want of communi
cation. They cannot get their ore away.
218. What is the distance between Euabalong and Mount Hope ? Forty miles.
219. You say that want of water is a great drawback there ? Ves.
220. Do they ever attempt to smelt their ore there ? Yes, they had furnaces working when I was there
ten years ago; hut the price of copper went down very low, and they had so mueli to pay for haulago 
both ways that they found they could not compete with other places. _ _
221. A railway passing Mount Hope would give an impetus to the mining industry there ? Yes, I think so.
222. Have you been beyond Hillston? Hot out towards Ivanhoe.
223. Are there any mines out that way ? Ho. ... .
.224. Do you think that a line out west would give the people of this district a market for their produce 
in place of the Sydney market ? I think so.
225. Do yon think that if the railway came within 15 miles of Mount Hope tho people there would be

■ induced to further develop the mines ? Yes. .
226. But if they were more than 15 miles from the railway, the cost of haulage would ho a bar to their 
development? To a slight extent, I think that a railway would bring in capital for the working of the 
mines.
227. Would a railway within 15 miles of the place be good enough for them? I would rather see the 
line taken right to Mount Hope, though the line as proposed would be a great; help to the place.
228. The country between Condobolin and Cudgellico is inferior ? Some of it is. _
229. You would not compare it with the land at Hillston ? Ho, I think the Hillston land is tho better.
230. The land between Condobolin and Cudgellico is not as good as the land either at Condoboliu or at
Hillston ? I do not think it is. .
231. 1 suppose that there will be a large area of land thrown open for leasehold settlement near this
township ? Yes, they are opening up a lot of country. _
232. When is it to be thrown open ? I think a lot of it will bo thrown open this month.
233. That will bring a large number of settlers here ? Yes.
234. Do you think that there will be many applicants for the land ? Yes.
235. More applicants than there will be allotments ? Yes.
236. These people will want a market for their produce ? Yes. _
237. Do you think that the extension of the railway towards tho west would give an outlet for produce ?
Yes. ■ , _
23S. Chairman,'] You know where it is intended to have the railway station at Condobolin ? Yes.
239. In extending the line from Condobolin westward would much compensation have to be paid for town 
land, which 'would have to be resumed ? Not much.
240. You regard the amount as almost nominal ? Yes. Except for 2 or 3 miles from Condobolin the 
surveyed line does not go through three-quarters of a mile of purchased land.
241. Do you think that £5 an acre would be sufficient to pay lor land close to the town, and that £1 
an acre would be enough for laud still further away? Yes ; or 27s. an acre, perhaps.

Mr. Humphery William Grey Innes, council clerk, Condobolin, sworn, and examined :—
242. ChairmanHave you been long in this district? This is the twenty-fourth year.
243. Have you a full knowledge of the district? A pretty good knowledge. I know the country on 
both sides of the Lachlan as far as Hillston,
244. Within 25 or 30 miles of the proposed railway ? Yes.
245. Which is the best way to get to Hillston by railway ? I think that the lipe should be taken on the 
southern side of the river.

Mr. H. W. G-. 
Innes.

Sept., 1896,
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Mr.H.W. G-. 246. "Where would you cross tho Lachlan? To escape the flooded country I would cross about 15 
nnes. miles below Condobolin, 1 would favour the proposed deviation.

9 Sept ~1S96 Mr-Ka&sall^ Have you any idea of the quality of the land down there? The land between here 
' and Condobolin, and for a disiance of about 10 miles south, is excellent. Further back there is a belt of 
mallee, and on the other side of that there is good country again.
248. What is the width of the belt of mallee ? About 3 miles.
249. And tho length ? About 8 miles. That is the biggest patch of mallee there is out there.
250. Beyond that the country is good again ? It is not so good as the river frontage.
251. Is this country suitable for agriculture ? Yes.
252. The whole of it ? Yes. Why I advocate the southern route is that a line going that way would 
serve Cudgellico, where there is excellent country, and Lake Cudgellico will, in time to come, he a 
reservoir from whieli water can be taken for irrigation purposes.
253. How is the lake filled ? From the Lachlan in flood-time.
254. Have any steps been taken to conserve the water in the lake ? They erected flood-gates there some 
years ago, but they are only temporary.
255. Do they answer tho purpose of conserving water in the lake? Yes.
256. Do you think that if a substantial weir were erected, with flood-gates upon tbe latest principles, tho 
water could be kept in the lake ? Yes.
257. Is tbe land round the lake suitable for agriculture? Yes, it ia splendid land. Once you get to 
Cudgellico tho country seems to open out. There is a wider extent of good country to the south.
258. Is the country as heavily timbered out there? Ho ; a good deal of it is open country.
259. Is any part of the country being irrigated from the lake ? Tes.
260. Is the fall of the land of such a character as to make that possible ? The country is comparatively 
level.
261. You would not want to raise the water to any height in order to use it for irrigation? Ho. There , 
is a small area there upon which an enormous crop of potatoes is grown. That land is irrigated from 
the lake. Potatoes are a very uncertain crop in tliis climate.
262. Is the country on to Hillston good country ? On the north side part of it is pretty good, but there 
is some ridgy country. When you got to Willanthry it is comparatively open country.
263. What is tho distance from Cudgellico to Willanthry ? Thirty or 32 miles.
264. If the railway were taken to Hillston, would that promote further settlement along the route? I 
am sure ofit.
265. Would it encourage agriculture? Yes.
2G6. Would it benefit the people out west? Yes ; tho westorn country is subject to periodical droughts. 
At such times the Darling is not navigable, and there would then bo a good market out there for surplus 
produce from this district,
267. Have any attempts boon made by tbe pastoralists in the west to grow anything for the use of their 
stations ? I believe that some of them grow a little on the Darling, where they arc able to irrigate. I 
believe that they are growing crops of lucerne.
26S. But between the Darling and the Lachlan? Ho ; not so far as I know.
269. They have no water supply which they can depend upon? Hot away from the Willandra Billabong. 
They may grow something out that way.
270. But in a dry rime there is always a pretty good demand for forage ? Yes.
271. That demand is supplied from this district? It would be supplied if we had railway communication.
272. Could you not supply it from here now ? No, you could never get there, because of the long 
stretches of dry country.
273. The cost of conveyance would eat up all the profit ? Yes. There are such long stretches without 
water that teams could not possibly travel.
274. I understand that there are tanks upon the stock routes ? Between here and Bourke there is a 
splendid lot of tanks.
275. Where is the country that you could not travel into ? The country lying between Mount Hope and 
the Darling. There is no water supply there at all.
276. In tho case of a drought, do they try and shift their stock from that country ? Further down they do.
277. Would a railway assist them to move their stock ? Yes, it would enable them to take their stock 
away in time of drought.
278. And so save thousands of sheep which would otherwise perish ? Yes; there is a good deal of
settlement north of Hillston—between Hillston and Mossgiel—homestead leases. 11 is a great advantage 
to have tho country cut up into small holdings in that way, because it enables more stock to be carried. 
On tho Burrawang Kuo they have only half as much land as they had when T first came here, but they 
shear more sheep. 1
279. Do you know any of the stations out west? Only on the river.
280. Are there any large holdings on the rivor? Yes, there is Wooyeo. Cudgellico is on that holding. 
28L. Is there much land still available for settlement out in that direction? Yes, and on Uabba and 
Merri Merrigal. There is a lot of land available in those three holdings.
282. Do you think that that land will bo taken up when tho opportunity offers ? Tes, it is sure to be taken.
283. Will it be taken up for agriculture, or for grariog purposes? People are going in for both now. 
They find that it pays them to conibine the two.
284. 1 presume that the land will give a far better return from agriculture than from grazing ? Yes.
285. How many acres are required to feed sheop ? The profit from a sheep is about 2s., and on good 
country you cau take a sheep to every acre. It is a very poor crop, however, that will not return you 
10s, an acre after all expenses are paid.
280. A selector wlio combines agriculture with grazing runs less risk of losing his stock in time of 
drought? Yes ; at one rime I used to grow a good deal myself, and in good seasons I used to save all I 
grew and buy produce from other people while it was cheap. Thou I sold my chaff for £8 a ton, though 
in ordinary times I would have only got £3 for it. Droughts occur regularly every four or five years. 
You can always depend upon-them,
287. But by combining agriculture with grazing you could take advantage of good seasons and store the 
crops, when obtained, for use in time of drought ? Yes ; Mr. G-atenby baa benefited by growing crops by 
irrigation, and then making ensilage. He saved 3,000 sheep in one drought. 288.
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288. Back from the river how do they manage for a water supply;—do they depend upon tanks ? Tes; Mr, H. W. G-.
the wells are very uncertain. People who have made wells have generally found tbe water to be salt. limes.
289. At what depth havethev got water? At 100 or 120 feet. We are not supposed to be in theartesian formation. ^9 Sept, 1896.
290. Have they tried any artesian bores ? One gentleman in the district purchased a plant for £1,000; 
but the Government Geologist told him he was not within the artesian area, so he forfeited £100 deposit, 
and did not go on with the boring. That is the only case of the kind that I know of.
291. Is there any prospect of the country between the Lachlan and tho Barling ever carrying more stock 
than it carries now ? I do not think so.
292. Bo you think that it is pretty well stocked now ? Tes. That is their ruin ; they have overstocked,
293. Bo you know of any land out there that has been abandoned as practically useless ? A lot of land 
north from Mount Hope was thrown up.
294i. What was the matter with it? It was covered with scrub, and infested with rabbits and vermin of 
all descriptions. A lot of country was thrown up at Roto.
295. Would that country ever he good if the rabbits were got rid of? I do not think that it would ever 
be much good.
290. Is it practically barren useless country with which you can do nothing ? Tes.
297. Neither railway communication nor anything else would help it? I think not.
298. So that, practically, settlement in that direction is not likely lo increase at least not for some time 
to come ? I do not think so, except upon the rivers, when the land 1berc is thrown open.
299. The land in the Western Division is held under a long term of lease? Tes.
300. The proposed deviation would have this advantage, that it would go through land situated in the 
centre of the district? Tes ; round about Hillstou there is beautiful country.
301. How far does that country extend towards Ivanhoe ? I do not know ; I have never been any further 
out than 30 or 40 miles. Between Hillston and Hay there is splendid country. The distance is about 100 
miles. It is all beautiful open country, and is comprised within two holdings, Gunbar and Illilliwa.
302. Bo you know tbe country on the Willandra Billabong ? I have been told that it is very good 
country; but 1 do not know it.
303. Ton do not think that any large increase of settlement is likely to take place away from the river 
for some years to come ? No. There is some splendid land within 15 miles from here, which will be 
thrown open to-morrow, and I believe that there are a great many applicants for it. 1 have received 
applications from several people myself and 1 have heard that a great many others are coming down. On 
the 8th October some land 0 miles from here, and some other land 12 miles from here will be thrown open.
The laud that is to be thrown open to-morrow is on the Bogandillon Holding, and the other land that I 
speak of is on Gulgo and Mickabil. There are a 1,000 acres of land for which I think there will he 100 
applicants. ’
304. Mr. Fegan.'] Is it good land? Splendid land,
305. On the south side of the river ? Tes.
30G. What is it fit for? Bor both agriculture and grazing. I reckon that 1 acre of it is worth 10 acres 
of the land on the other side of the river. I would be one of the applicants myself.
307. Do they grow much fruit up here? They do on the river, where they can get good water. There is
a garden 15 miles out where a man grows stone-fruit principally. Apples are not a success hero, although 
about Forbes they grow them as well as in any part of the country. '
308. Is there any dairy-farming here ? One man used to go in for it; hut there was not a sufficient market 
for the produce. When the Mount Hope and Nymagee mines were going ahead he used to get rid of a 
large quantity of his surplus stock there.
309. With a market dairy-farming would be a success here ? I am sure of it. '
310. Mr. Tnckett.1 From your own experience of the district, whieli do you think the better of the two 
routes proposed for the railway P Unquestionably the southern route. For one reason it would induce 
more settlement, the country being more easily available, and the land Letter.
311. Where would yon cross the Lachlan ? About 15 miles from here.
312. Chairman^] Speaking approximately, how much land could be made available for settlement between 
Condobolin and Hillston under the terms of tbe Act ? About 250,000 acres.
313. Of that area, how much in your opinion is suitable for agriculture ? I should tliink about 100,000 
acres.
314. If that land were thrown open would it all be taken up ? I believe so. There is a groat demand for
land in this district. .
315. If the railway were extended from Condobolin to Hillston would that land be taken up for agri
cultural purposes ? For agricultural and pastoral purposes combined, in portions not exceeding 2,560 
acres.
31G. TV here do the people here look to for their market ? I think that we shall have the markets of the 
world when we get a railway. We shall have the English market for our wheat.
317. If the proposed railway were constructed, you would be able to sell some of your produce to the 
people further west? Tes. I recognise that our best times would be when there wore periods of drought 
further west.
318. But the Broken Hill people can he supplied from South Australia, and between Condobolin and _ 
Menindie there are not more than 10,000 people ? I should not think there would be as many as that.
Hillston is about tho same size as Condobolin.
319. What is the rainfall here? I think about 20 inches. I got some returns from various stations, and 
the average was a little over 20 inches.
320. That amount of rain is sufficient for cereals, if it falls at suitable times ? Tes. I have known only 
12 inches to fall here in the year, and up to the present time vre have had only a little over 8 inches this 
year.
321. When will the residue of the leasehold areas between here and Hillston, for which an extension of 
lease was given, become available ? In four years, from last July.
322. In your opinion, will it all bo taken up then? Tes, I tliink so. It will practically all be taken up 
if it is thrown open in tbe form of settlement leases and homestead selections. The Mayor referred to 
cases where land had been sold for 7s. Gd. an acre ; but the holders of that land were over head and ears

in
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in debt to tie banks, and the sale was practically a forced one. They got that price for tbe whole of their 
land, including their conditional leases. Over 10,000 acres was sold at that price, the same price being 
paid for conditionally leased land as for conditionally-purchased land. _ _ _
323. "What would you say that land suitable for farming would be worth here, that is, in its rough state ? 
Freehold land, within 25 miles of the town would be worth £2 an acre. It has been sold for that.
324. What is the bare value of the land to the Government ? One settlement lease has heen thrown 
open at £1 Gs. 8d., and an other at £1 5s. an acre.

Mr. James Rabinowitch, storekeeper, Condobolin, sworn, and examined :—
_ 325. Chairman.'] How long have you resided here ? About thirteen years.

Babinowitch. 326. What information do you desire to give the Committee with regard to the proposed line? It goes 
^rou&h rabbit country from start to finish, and tbe population is very scattered. 1 suppose that in tbe 

Bop ,, 1 30. 25 miles yon will come across only two or three houses. There are no people at all between here and
Lake Cudgellico. There is very little traffic across. Most of the traffic from that district goes to Wbitton.
327. On the Hay line ? Yes. It is not likely that people in close proximity to that line will send their 
produce here. Knowing the nature of the country I believe that they will never attempt to come this way.
328. You believe that the line should not go beyond Condobolin ? No.
329. It should not go to Hillston ? Certainly not.
330. Mr. Fagan.] What opportunity have you had for ascertaining the nature of the country ? I have 
known it for the last thirteen years, I have been between Condobolin and the Lake dozens of times. 
There are only a few half starved “ cockies” out there. The entire country is monopolised by the rabbits.
331. Have you farmed any part of that country ? No; but I have been up and down through it. Tho 
few people who are there are half starving. The land is right enough if you can destroy the rabbits.

■ 332 Do you not think that the people of Lake Cudgellico ought to nave a railway as well as the people
of Condobolin ? I have never been in favour of a line to Condobolin, I am one of the few who have 
been fighting against it.
333. You think that if the line were taken further on it would not pay? I am sure that it would not pay 
the wages of the station-masters employed. It will never pay even as far as Condobolin. You only find 
three or four passengers at a time coming here by the coaches now, I have heen up and down through 
the district, east west north and south.
334. You have had every opportunity of seeing the country and the people living in it, and you have come 
to the conclusion that it would he unwise to take the line past Condobolin? Yes, at the present juncture. 
If they found gold mines further out, the population there might increase.
335. In the event of no gold being found, it will be many years before it would be wise to construct a line 
through tliis country ? Yes. The construction of the line would mean a national loss.
336. You did not advocate the construction of the line to Condobolin? No. I do not think that the 
line should have come further than Parkes or Forbes, because there are not enough people out here to 
give traffic to a railway. I do not see why the country should he put to great expense in constructing 
railway lines for the benefit of Goldsbrough, Mort,'A Company, and other large financial institutions 
interested in station property.
337. Therefore, you are entirely against tbe construction of the proposed line ? Yes.

Mr. George Cochrane, book-keeper for Messrs. Nicholas and Reymond, flour-mill and saw-mill 
proprietors, Condobolin, sworn, and examined :—

Mr. 338. Chairman.] How long have you heen here ? Two and a-hal£—nearly three years.
G. Cochrane, Have you any knowledge of the country to the west of Condobolin ? I know it as far as Lake 

Cudgellico and Mount Hope. I know the country for about 70 miles on both sides of the Lachlan.
9Sept., 189u. What are your views with regard to the proposal into which the Committee is inquiring? lam 

prepared to give evidence in regard to the quality of the wheat grown here and the possibility of a market 
in the west.
341. "Where is tho wheat grown here ? It is grown all around Condobolin, and wheat is sent here from
Lake Cudgellico. ■
342. Is that the farthest place from which it is sent ? Yes.
343. Is much wheat grown on the southern side of the river? No, not much.
344. Is much grown on the northern side of the river ? Yes, a considerable quantity. For the season 
1894-95 we bought here 11,373 bags of wheat. Last year, owing to the drought, very little wheat was 
grown here; hut our purchase for 1895-G was 1,393 hags.
345. What proportion of the wheat grown near Cohdobolin is made into flour locally ? Last year wc got 
it all. The year before a lot of it went to Parkes.
346. Did one-third of it go to Parkes? About one-fourth.
347. Can you give us any idea as to the quantity of wheat produced between Condobolin and Mount 
Hope ? I have no information upon that point.
348. Can you tell us how much wheat is produced on the southern side of the river between Condobolin 
and Lake Cudgellico ? There is not much grown on the southern side of the river. A lot of what is raised 
goes in Temora way, and some is sold out Wollecgough way. Out past the Lake it goes to Whitten.
349. What wonld be the effect of the construction of the proposed railway upon the trade of Condobolin? 
Such a railway would open up a market for us out west. Last year we sent over 300 tons to Sydney from 
here. Of course, with a line out west, we would have a chance of doing business out towards the Darling.
350. How far is it from Condobolin to Menindie ? I could not tell you now'.
351. Or to Broken Hill ? I do not know.
352. Therefore it is not possible for you to form an opinion as to whether the wheat sent from here could 
control the Broken Hill market, or whether the South Australian people could deliver wheat there more 
cheaply ? I think the South Australian people would have a big voice in the trade.
353. It is all a question of freight ? Yes. As far as I know the South Australian people have the best 
of it at present. The distance is against it.
354. Your western trade wonld practically cease at that point where South Australia could successfully

compete

Mr. H. W. G. 
Innes.

9 SepC"l896.
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compete with you. Hare you any idea as to where that point is ? At present our market is pretty well „ „^r- 
limited to within 80 or 00 miles. Coe*lrane-
355. That does not bring you much beyond Lake Cudgellico ? No ; and there is a mill at Hillston which
would compete with us. I -i •
356. Tn competing for the western trade, Hillston would hare an advantage of 100 miles less carriage ?
1 think that our outside limit would be Mount Hope, at any rate for a time. Beyond that it would be a 
question of competition and railway freights.
357. Ho you regard this district as suitable for tbe production of cereals ? Yes.
35S. How do you think it would compare with Forbes ? As far as the country itself is concerned, it is 
equal to anything abont Forbes. With rainfall we could grow anything.
359. You think that the soil is quite as good as that oE Forbes, but the rainfall being less affects the 
production ? The soil is quite as good. ,
SCO. Is there likely to be any timber trade to the west ? That is very hard to say. It would depend 
upon the amount of building going on. "
361. Then you expect only to have a local sale for your timber P Yes, at present.
362. Ho you expect to be able to send it to more populated parts of the Colony ? I hardly think so.
363. A line to Hillston would pass through country similarly timbered ? Hown that way they have not 
got the timber that wc have.
SCI'. Have they no pine at Hillston P I believe not, though I cannot speak definitely.
365. Mr. Trickei!^ What is the present price of wheat per bushel ? Four shillings.
366. Is that a good paying rate? That would pay handsomely with anything like fair seasons.
367. That price would he sufGcient to encourage growers to enlarge their agricultural areas ? Yes; if that ' price can be kept up it will pay them well.
3GS. There has been a considerable advance in the price of wheat during the last twelve months? Yes.
In the 1891-5 season wc bought at la. lOd. a bushel. That was the Sydney rate less the carriage from 
here to Sydney. J 3 °

369. How do you account for the increase in price ? In 1891-5 there was a big harvest; hut last year 
the harvest was very small. At the present time wc have to get flour from Forbes.
370. Therefore the more they grow tho loss it pays the farmers? With a big yield the farmers must take 
Sydney prices less the cost of carriage.
3/1. Would 2s, a bushel pay them? 1 do not think so. From 2s. 6d. to 3s. a bushel would pay them.
372. Ihe closer the people were to a railway the better chance they would have of making their work 
remunerative? Certainly.

* 373. Ho you find that where railways have been extended wheat growing has increased ? I think that 
always occurs, because the railways giro tho growers a chanco of getting their produce to market.
371. Would that occur if this line wore taken further west ? I hardly think so.
375. Why ? It would cost a great deal to put water upon the country hack from here. The rainfall is 
very small. Hirectly you got away from the river there is no water at all. You would have to provide 
water, and wheat growing hy itself would hardly pay.
3/6. How far from the river frontage would the land be suitable for wheat growing? The land anywhere 
about is suitablo for wheat growing.
3/7. But would the production of wheat be practicable and payable? That would depend on the seasons.
If you do not get rain it docs not matter how good the land may be. The people who take up land away 
from the river will go in for agriculture to a certain extent, hut ir is very bard to say how it will pay them.
373. You do not think that if the line were taken as far as Hillston it would encourage agriculture very
much? In view of all the land now open in the Colony I do not think it would. Of course it would 
bring a few settlers who would do a little wheat growing. •
379. I suppose most of the wheat growing in the district filters through your firm F The biggest portion 
of it does.
380. Are you able to say whether the people who grow wheat make a good living out of their holdings ?
That is hard to say, Some of them make a fair living. They get a fair price one year though next year 
the crop may be a failure altogether ; there is no regular rainfall; ono year we will have a good season 
and the next year a very poor one.
381. Is the farming class as a rule pretty well off in this district? No, they are just about making a 
living. They arc just struggling along; of course there are exceptions.
382. Have you considered the proposed extension as a national work, or as a line likely to bring the 
Broken Hill ore to Sydney to ho treated ? I cannot see that it can compete with the fine to Port Pirie 
and water carriage from there.
383. What is the rate of carriage for cereals by railway ? 28s. a ton from Sydney, I believe.
384. That is a specially low rate is it not ? Yes, the rate is 14s, a ton to Sydney and 28s. a ton from Sydney.
385. Is the bulk of the tonnage that goes from this district through Forbes and Parkes to Sydney wheat ■
and wool ? Yes, there is nothing else.
386. You do not look upon the proposed extension as likely to be very profitable to the Government ? • I 
do not see how it can he.
387. Is the population between here and Hillston at all extensive at the present time ? No. There are
isolated selectors and station holders. .
388. Is the country suffering from the rabbits ? There are a lot of rabbits once you get down to 
Euabalong. There arc not a great number up this way.
389. Why are they more numerous down there than here ? Because the people have not gone in forkilling them. 1 1 b

390. Is not the population up here a little denser? I do not tliink so ; hut the rabbits do not seem to 
have extended in this direction. Booberoi is wire-netted, and they have been destroying them in every 
way they can. That seems to have blocked them.
391. I suppose it is a very costly matter to keep them down? Yes; wire-netting runs into money.
392. What is the experience here when land is thrown open for selection ? There is a great demand for 
it, though a lot of the country thrown open is scrubby.
393. Ho you find that the people who take up these holdings generally stick to them ? In most cases 
they manage to struggle on,

Mr.



954

parliamentary standing committee on public works.

Mr. John Bouffler, farmer, Condobolin, sworn, and examined:—
Chairman.] How long have yon been here ? Nearly sixteen years.
Mr. Trickett^] Where are yon farming? Close to the town, north from here.
What is the extent of your holding? J am fanning on the share system. 1 sold out of the selection 

' lately, and 1 took a paddock on the share system, so that I would not be idle, until ] could get some more 
land. I have 130 acres of wheat in. The holder of the land gets one-third, and I take tbe balance.
397. Does he supply you with machinery ? Tfo ; J have all the appliances. He has to refund a portion 
of the seed-wheat out of the crop.
398. Formerly you were a farmer on your own account? Xes.
399. Were you successful ? I have had a lot of experience in the Orange district; but I wonld just as
soon grow wheat here as there. Taking average seasons I wrould get more wheat, and the land is more 
easily cleared. ■
dOO. Is it better to work on the terms npon which you are now' working than to work upon your own 
account ? No; T would sooner work on my own account. Now, if I get £1 for my wheat, 6s. 8d. has to 
go for rent. *
401. Is the land you have started on cleared ? It is sufficiently cleared for ploughing, though there are a
lot of trees standing upon it. .
402. But you were able to start right away ? Tes ; and that was an advantage.
403. Is the share system a new idea in this district? Yes, this is the first season that it has been adopted.
404. Is it likely to be largely availed of? I think so. I think that when the railway comes here a good 
many teamsters will do that sort of thing,
405. But how will the farmers do in a bad season ? I never knew a total failure of the wheat crop since 
I have been here.
408. How was it last season ? Bad. Last season was the worst I have known.
407. "Were you on tbe share system then? No ; I was on my own account then. This is likely to be a 
bad year. The year before last I got 22 bushels to the acre from 105 acres. Last year the yield was under 
5 bushels to the acre. This year the yield promises to he about 10 bushels to the acre. I cannot give 
information with regard to the country more than 25 miles beyond Condobolin, because I have not been 
further out than that; hut for that distance the land is well suited for wheat growing.
408. Is it a great drawback to farmers to have to send their produce 25 miles to a railway station ? It 
means a charge of 6d. or 8d. a bag.
409. The railway charge for a similar distance would be almost nominal ? Tes. It would be a serious 
handicap to be 30 miles back from the railway if you were growing wheat.
410. Do you think the line should go through the country on the northern side of the river, or that it * 
should go on the southern side of the river ? I think that the country on the northern side of the river 
is the better. It is very swampy on the other side of the river; that is, from here to Kiacatoo and 
Mickabil, about 12 miles from here. The country is very much the same on botli sides close to the river.
411. The country on the northern side of the river is in the Central Division ? Tes; there are patches 
on the southern side of the river where the land is suitable for wheat-growing. Some of the farmers 
have grown wheat there for thirteen or fourteen years, and with good results.
412. There is a lot of land there suitable for wheat growing? Tes ; back from tbe rivor ; and there are 
patches of good land on the river. Most of the land on the river is, however, belter suited for grazing.
413. The land on the southern side of the river will be available for settlement sooner than the land on 
the northern side of the river ;—that is a point in favour of the deviation ? Yes.
414. What has been the experience here when land has been thrown open to tbe public? Not much 
land has been thrown open. I have been waiting twelve months to get a suitable block. My experience

, has been gained principally in the back country, 17 or 18 miles back. Nearer the river you get better 
land and better results. ’
415. That is why you came to this district ? Tes. I have been waiting for land since July twelve months.
416. Ton think that the land will be readily taken up when it is made available? I am positive of it.
417. When you were at Orange, what did you regard as a paying price for wheat ? It is seventeen 
years since I was farming at Orange.
418. What would you regard here as a paying price for wheat? Not less than 2s. 3d. a bushel,
419. Would 2s. 3d. a bushel pay ? It would just about clear us. ■
420. 2s. Gd. a bushel wonld pay ? Tes. I would cultivate extensively if I knew I could get 2s. Gd. a bushel,
421. Do you know anything about the probabilities of a market for agricultural produce west from Con
dobolin ? Through to Broken Hill ive would have a chance of a market in places where the climate is 
not suited for the growth of wheat. The cost of railway carriage would be a handicap to places nearer 
Sydney.
422. flow do you clear your land here ? We ringbark the trees, and let them burn out.
423. Will the roots bum out ? All the old trees will burn out.
424. In the Orange district clearing is \ery expensive ? Very expensive. There is no mistake about 
the production of wheat here if the season is favourable.
425. What is the average yield to the acre? Thirteen bushels.
428. That is a very fair average ? Yes ; and the wheat is of very good quality.
427. Do you know the country about Trundle? Tes, I have been through it.
428. How does the country between Condobolin and H illston compare with that country ? T only know 
the country 25 miles west from here. The country about Lake Cudgellico is very good—equal to 
anything over 25 miles by report only.
429. When the Trundle paddock was thrown open the land was immediately taken up hy farmers ? Tes ; 
that is very good country both for pastoral purposes and for wheat growing.
430. You think there would he a good many more people out here if the country were thrown open for 
settlement, and there were better means of communication ? I feel positive about it. There are three 
families connected with me—two sons-in-law and a son—and we are eating our heads off waiting for land.
431. I suppose that with all these holdings it is necessary that a man should work himself? Well, if a 
man is newly married and has no family, he must depend to some extent npon outside assistance,
432. But he must do a good share of the work himself? Tes ; agriculture is a business which requires 
looking after as much as anything else.

¥
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433. Mr. Fegan'] Why did you give up farming at Orange ? I sold out and went on to the head of the ^r>
Bogan. Bou™ar‘
434. Then you camo down here P No, I went back to Orange and kept an hotel there for a short time;
but the rent was too heavy, and I had to throw it up. p ’’ *
435. You are waiting now for laud to be thrown open here ? Yes. If I had property in town I would 
sell it by auction to-morrow to get on-to the land,
436. You will bo an applicant for the land that is to be thrown open to-morrow ? Yes; I have applications
in. .
437. Have you done any carrying? Yes. we used to carry extensively; my children only.
438. Do you do any carrying now ? No. We have 12 draught horses and machinery, stump-jump
ploughs, single-furrow ploughs, strippers, and so on. Wc arc fully equipped for work when we can get 
the land. ' ■
439. Are your sons with you on the share principle ? Only one. I have a boy eighteen years of ago 
who put in 100 acres of wheat in seven weeks.
440. Do you try anything else besides wheat? I have a lot of cattle and sheep. I will not depend upon 
one thing.
441. Do potatoes grow well ? Certain sorts. Tlie Early Bose grows very well.
442. Have you a good market for potatoes ? An excellent market, now that the railway is so close.
Potatoes are £5 or £6 a ton.
413. You do not think that the railway should go past Condoboliu ? I do not think so.
444. Do the people want this line ? I think that most of them believe that they would he better off 
without the extension. Individually, I think it will bo better for the district. It will give a bigger 
market.
445. Do you think that the farmers in the neighbourhood of Condobolin would have to look to the west 
lor their market, instead of looking to Sydney ? Sydney will give the ruling prices.
446. You would soon fill the local market ? Yes.
447. Do you think the western market woul4 be preferable to the Sydney market? 1 think so.
418. You think that the time is not far distant when the people of Condobolin will have to look to the
west for a market ? I do not know about that. Sydney will always be open to us,
419. But is there not greater competition in Sydney ? Yes ; but with proper facilities I think wo should 
be able to compete with any district.
450. The soil is good ? Yes, the soil is good enough.
451. And on the average profitable crops are obtained ? Yes.
452. Did you do any dairying ? TYe always did our own dairying, and we have made about 30s. a week.
453. An extension from Condobolin west would give greater facilities to the farmer, and induce him to 
dairy as well as to rear sheep and grow wheat ? Yes. I think that an extension to the west would ho a 
good, tiling for the farmers. After you get a certain distance west yon come to a district where they 
cannot grow wheat.

Mr. John Coppoek White, general commission agent, Condobolin, sworn, and examined:—
454. Chairman.'] How long have you been in this district ? Twenty-one years. Mr.
455. Mr. Jlasmlli] What have you been doing during that time? Eor the first fourteen years I was J-0. White, 
a station-manager, Since then I have lived in Condobolin, as a stock, station, land and general commissionagent. ® Sept., 1896.
456. At one time you filled the position of rabbit inspector? Yes. I think I was appointed about 1884.
457. What part of the country wero you then working over? From Silverton to Mcnindic. Broken 
Hill was just outside my district; but I was acquainted with it. It was on Mount Gipps Bun.
458. Have you any personal knowledge of the country lying between Condobolin and Menindio? Yes,
1 know it all.
459. What description of country is it? There is some very good country between hero and Mossgicl, 
and on Mossgeil; but there is also some very bad country—mallee and desert,
460. On which side of the river ? On the northern side.
461. There arc patches of good country, interspersed with large patches of bad country ? Very inferior, 
practically desert country. Further west again, going towards Menindie, it is very good sheep-carrying 
country ; but the country is not at all suitable for agriculture, and will never be unless you get water 
there.
462. That is the country lying between the Willandra Billahong and the Darling? Yes. The country 
between Menindie and Broken Hill is very inferior.
463. How is the country watered ? By tanks and wells. It is fairly watered for station purposes.
464. The water supply is artificial ? Yes, once you leave the river. The Billahong, I understand, is
weired. '
465. After leaving the Billahong, the whole of tho water supply is artificial ? Yes.
4'66. What is that country stocked with? Sheep.
467. Where do the rabbits •commence? You find them all the way from here to Broken Hill.
468. Is tho country very thickly infested ? More or less thickly all the way. In some places it is very 
much worse than in other places. Of course the rabbits are thickest on the better country. They make 
for the best pasture.
469. The stock run in the country is principally sheep ? Yes; and I believe that the country will
always he used chiefly for sheep, unless they strike artesian water. It is essentially of light stock-carrying 
capacity, hut sound. If, will not grow wheat. r "
4“0. How many acres are required to feed a sheep? In an ordinary season T suppose about 5. Of 
course when a squatfer gets a good season he piles on stock.
471. Is 5 the average for the whole of that country ? Y'cs, from Mossgicl to Broken Hill, On. the 
other side of the Darling the country is worse. It is sandier and lighter carrying country altogether,
472. Is that country suitable for any form of occupation ? Not that I know of.
473. Do you think it likely that any other form of occupation will come into vogue in the near future in
the event of a railway being constructed? Not unless Ihey can get water. With walcr you could grow 
anything. 474.
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. 474. Do you think that that country is likely to be more closely settled ? I do not think so. 11 is a
J, c. White. succegSjon 0f plains after you. get through tho desert country. It is a succession of plains all the way to 

9 ^^6 Darling, and very dry, arid plains.
CP ■> b' 475< X)0 y0U think that tho carrying capacity of that country would be increased, if a railway were made 

through it? Not unless they could get water. "With water it would be wonderfully increased.
476. Is there a stretch of useless country through there? Tes. There is a lot of mallee country that is 
not worth occupying and I think the squatters have cut it out of their ruu. Some of them fenced it in, but 
they found that they lost so many sheep through the wild dogs that it did not pay them to keep sheep 
there, and so they fenced it off again. It ia a howling wilderness now—a breeding'place for dogs and 
kangaroos.
477. Do you know any way of destroying the rabbits? I do not. The only hope for the future is in 
wire-netting fences. Wire-netting I think is the great cure. "What is wanted is a fence that is dog- 
proof as well as rabbit-proof. The selectors unfortunately cannot afford to buy the netting which would 
be the means of saving them.
478. Is wire-netting the only method discovered up to the present time by which tho rabbits can be coped 
with ? Successfully—yes.
479. And the expense of putting up wire-netting fences is practically beyond the means of homestead 
lessees and small selectors ? Yes ; they are all stragglers.
4S0. Do yon think the construction of a railway through this country would benefit the people upon it to 
any extent ? I am of opinion that a railway benefits tho country to a certain extent, but it would not 
benefit this country very much. A railway would not lead to very much settlement in this country.
481. Yon do not think that it would materially increase settlement ? I do not think so. There would be 
no small settlers ; but there might he a few homestead lessees—10,000-acre men.
482. In your opinion tho construction of a railway through that sparsely settled country must result in a 
national loss ? I think so. I do not think we could ever command the Broken Hill market.
483. Could the growers of produce here compete at Broken Hill with South Australian farmers? I do 
not think so. I have been all through South Australia, They can grow wheat so much cheaper there 
than we can grow it in this Colony.
484. How much more cheaply ? They can grow wheat at Terowric, which is only 150 miles from Broken 
Hill, whereas here we are nearly 400 miles from Broken Hill. 1 do not think that we could possibly 
compete with South Australia,
485. Could the people of Hillston compete for the Broken Hill trade? They might; but I do not tbink 
so. The Hillston country is splendid sheep country, but it is not agricultural country. They do not get 
enough rain there, and they cannot depend upon the crops.
4S6. You discard Hillston as a place for agricultural scttleincut ? Yes; Ido not think there would be 
much agriculture there, though it is splendid country for sheep. They have the land at Hillston, but 
they do not get tbe rainfall.
487. How far west from Condobolin could they grow crops successfully? They cannot grow much about 
Mount Hope.
488. "What about Lake Cudgellieo bow far out in that direction can they grow crops successfully? 
Out there they all grow crops more or loss; but tho crops are uncertain. One year you may have a 
payable crop, but next year you have nothing. I was managing on Wooyeo for seven years.
489. What was your experience there ? The rainfall there is about 2 inches less than the rainfall at 
Condobolin. The rainfall there is about 18 inches per annum, while the rainfall at Condobolin is about 
20 inches per annum. I think that the selectors at Lake Cudgellieo have made a mistake. That is proved 
by tbe fact that the station-owners have bought nearly all of them out. It is only a matter of time when 
the station will have the lot of them.
490. Are there any fresh selectors coming along to take their places? No; not much laud is being 
thrown open there. The last land thrown open for settlement leases no one would take up.
491. What has been your experience of selections in this district;—have tbe selectors practically trafficked 
in the land ? Yes ; in no district has there been more traffic in land, by means of dummies, and so on. 
I am of opinion that it was the greatest mistake ever made to encourage men to select in a country like 
this. Even when the railway comes here they will be badly off, unless they can get special rates for sending 
their wheat to Sydney. Otherwise they will still be in the hands of the mill, and bo compelled to take 
whatever the mill-owner likes to offer. At the present time wheat can be landed in Sydney from California 
more cheaply than it can be sent to Syduey from Parkes or Forbes.
492. So you have to depend upon the local market, which is easily supplied ? Yes. If the millers buy 
the wheat for a certain price, they can afford to send it away.
493. Do you expect to get a market further west? Tho wheat comes here from a radius of GO miles. 
The wheat-growers arc practically in the hands of the miller. That was exemplified some time ago when 
people who had sold their wheat to the mill for Is. lOd. a bushel had to buy back seed-wheat at 4s. 6d. a 
bushel. A railway will not do anything for them unless they get special rates.
494. Do yon think that the country is justified in expending nearly £1,000,000 in constructing a railway 
to Broken Hill when the prospect of a return is so remote ? I have studied the matter a good deal, and, 
knowing the country as I do, I say that I do not think the construction of this line is justifiable. I cannot 
see what would make the line pay in the future.
495. You consider that the country is so infested with rabbits that it would bo practically impossible to 
increase its carrying capacity for many years to come ? Yes. The squatters are not in a position to 
spend the money necessary to keep down the rabbits and the native dogs. Tbe native dogs are almost as 
great a pest in this district as the rabbits.
496. Do you know of a system coming into operation in this district whereby the farmer takes the land 
from the private owner, and works it on the share principle? I do not think it has come into vogue in 
this district at all. Mr. Kenneth Mackay started that idea at "VYallcndbecn, and Mr. Greene has gone 
into it largely at Grenfell; but I do not know that it has been started here.
497. Do you think it is likely to come into operation here? I do not think so. There is plenty of land 
in this district. It is at present locked up in useless reserves, and should bo thrown open.
498. "What do the people propose to do with the land if they get it ? They cannot traffic in it now, so
that they have to make homes upon it. Beople want to settle upon the land now, and the railway will 
bring population into the district. People arc coming hero now, and all the land that is thrown open is 
being snapped up eagerly. 499.
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4!)9. But they have not a very bright outlook, even if they do come ? I cannot see that they have a very ^ {^Whiter 
bright outlook. ■ _ ’ ' 1
500. Do you think they will take up the land? I know, as a matter of business, that they wish to do so,
because I get continual applications. There is no question but that this will be a very large wheat- ■■ •
producing district. The soil cannot be beaten for wheat-growing, and the climate is suitable.
501. Tho wheat is not affected hy rust ? I do not think it is affected by any disease. This will be one 
of tho largest wheat-producing districts in the Colony.
502. But you do not think that the railway will give you a market ? Not at present rates for carriage.
003. Mr. i'egan.] What eorfc of road is it from Hillston to Menindie? A very fair road. ^
504. Did it cost anything to make ? No; tho country is quite flat.
505. Has any public money been expended upon that road ? No ; except for bridges and culverts.
500. Are there many bridges and culverts p No.
507, Are there any expensive ones ? No, because there are no large watercourses to cross. _
503. Do you think that the time has come for constructing a railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill ?
Personally, I do not. I do not see how it would pay.
509. Do you not think that the people of Broken Hill could be brought nearer to the people in this part 
of the Colony ? Tcs; but I tbink that a line which would lead to closer settlement would bo from Cobar 
to Broken Hill. That country is very superior to this.
510. You are well acquainted with the country between Menindio and Broken Hill? Yes.
511. Is it possible to grow supplies ou the other side of the Darling for the people of Broken Hill ? I do 
not think so. Out there it is partly desert country—sand and scrub and dry lakes. Without water they 
could not grow anything.
512. Supposing they had water ? Then they would he able to grow almost anything.
513. But there is no way of getting water except from artesian supplies, and it is very improbable that 
they exist there ? Yes. I believe that that part of the country is outside the artesian area.
514. Mr. Trickeit.~] You know the country between Cobar and Wilcanuia and Broken Hill ? Yes.
515. Why do you think that that would be better country for the line to traverse ? The land is better.
There is no desert country there.
516. But it is waterless country ? There is only artificial water there ; but the country is belter than 
that on the proposed line.
517. Better for what purpose ? Dor grazing,
518. And that is all this country is suitable for ? Yes.
519. Will it carry more sheep to tbe acre ? Yes. '
520. The rainfall is about tbe same? There is not much difference.
521. Wilcannia is a very large sheep country P Yes.
522. Do you know what the stock register in the Wilcannia district is ? I think it is about the same as 
the Condoholin register—between 2,000,000 and 3,000,000 sheep.
523. 1 suppose you look upon Wilcannia as a very important centre ? It will be. It is on the overland 
route to Queensland and Mount Browne, and all those outlying places.
524. What kind of mineral field is Mount Browne ? I think it will some day be a good one. It is not 
prospected yet.
525. Tho dry character of tbe country retards its development ? Yes, the country is terribly dry,
526. How far is Mount Browne north of the line between Cobar and Wilcannia? It is north-west from 
Wilcannia.
527. About bow many miles ? About 200miles 1 think.
528. Why is not that country better prospected ? Because it is a difficult country to get about in. It is 
dry and out of the way.
529. How would a line 100 miles off help them ? I do not think it would help them very much,
530. What is the country like between Wilcannia and Broken Hill? ]t is fair sheep country.
531. Not as good as that between Cobar and Wilcannia ? No; but better than tho country between 
Menindie and Broken Hill.
532. Do you think that tho better character of the country would compensate for the increased length of 
the line? Well, 1 am of opinion that Cobar is to be a great mining field, not only for copper, but for 
silver and gold.
533. You think that, independently of agricultural and pastoral pursuits, the Cobar line would get more 
trade tlian the proposed line? Yes. A line from Cobar would catch the whole of the Queensland 
trade.
534. Are you able to say which would be the easier route from an engineering point of view ? The country 
is all easy.
535. And not liable to be flooded ? No, unless by an extraordinary flood in tho Darling. In some places 
the water is sent back a good distance.
53G. Is the proposed line liable to be flooded ? No, there is no danger of floods once you leave the river.
537. How far does the flood-water come back from the river ? 1 do not think that down below here it
goes more than a mile from tbe river, and then it only covers the plains for a few inches.
538. C7<rt?>wrm.} Would any expensive resumptions be necessary in Condobolin, if tbe line were carried 
further west? I have no doubt that the station people would try and bleed the Government.
539. But would it be possible to sustain any large demand for compensation ? 1 do not think so, once
you get away from the town. .
540. But immediately about the town? Immediately about the town you might have to pay something.
541. Can you give us any idea as to what the land would be worth ? Three or four years ago there was 
a land boom here, and the price of land was run up to a most exorbitant figure.
542. What is your valuation to-day ? About £5 an acre. 1
543. Is the land immediately adjacent to the town all private land ? Yes, where the line goes.
544. Further to the west, say, 10 or 15 miles out, what is the land worth ? £1 an acre,
545. Therefore under no circumstances is it likely that a great amount will have lo be paid for compen
sation ?^ 1 think not. For the first 35 miles from Condobolin to Eunbalong the land on the northern side 
of the river, and ad jacent to the river, is fairly good ; but there are stringybark ranges coming in pretty 
close. For the last 10 miles to Euabalong tbe country widens out into plains, and is considerably better.
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> ■^rom Euabalong down the Lachlan to the junction of the Willandra, and up the Willandra for pome 
■ * 4 11 c' little distance, there are good plains with bits of cultivation upon them for a width of possibly 5 miles.

B SewT^lsse from that again it is scrubby country. From where the firm rod line shown on the map crosses the
1 ' Lillabong there is good country which is of considerable width. To Mossgiel the country continues

good ; but from the head of the 'Willandra for about 25 miles the country is practically a desert. From 
there on to Menindie, it is a succession of open plains—fairly good sheep country, with belts of timber.
546. What is it from Condoholin to Cudgellieo on the southern side of the river ? Fairly good.
547. As good as from Condobolin to Parkes P Better than that. It is not so scrubby.
548. But from an agricultural point of view ? Well, it is good country.
549. What is it from Cudgellieo to Hillston ? That is good country.
550. And from Hillston to Mossgiol? Good country.
551. Therefore, the dotted line shown on the map goes through fairly good agricultural country almost 
the whole way? Yes. They grow good crops of wheat at Hillston occasionally ^ but 1 am of opinion 
that only a precarious living can he made by growing wheat, owing to tbe dryness of the climate. There 
are about 13,500 acres under wheat in this district.

THURSDAY, 10 SEPTEMBER, 1896.
[27ie Sectional Committee met at “Byrnes' Hotel," Ougony, at 7.15 p.m.]

present:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., (ChairmacO.

The Hon. William .Iosepii Trjckett. [ Thomas Henht TIassall, Esq.
John Lionel Feoan, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered tho proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.
Mr. Edward Byrnes, hotel-keeper and selector, Cugong, sworn, and esummed :—

Hr. 552, Chairman.'] What area of land have you ? I have only 40 acres.
E. Byrnes. 553^ How long have you been here ? It is six years since I settled here. 

ino^^Tone 554. Ho you know the Lachlan country pretty well ? Yes,
■’ ' 555. From here to Condobolin? Yes.

556. And from here to Willandra? Some parts of the Willandra—not far back.
557. From here Euabalong to Hillston P Yes.
558. Ho you know anything with regard to the gold discovery which has been made here ? Yes.
559. What is the character of the country 8 or 10 miles out of Condobolm, coining tins way ? It is all 
good country for farming.
560. Ho you regard the box country as good farming country ? Yes. ■
561. Is it good for wheat-growing? Yes.
502. Is it worth clearing ? Yes ; the box land is not so good as the sandy soil.
503. The open plains you do not regard as so very valuable ? No.
564, But the heavily timbered box country close to the river you think is good country ? Yes.
565. Which side of the river is the country best for farming purposes ? I think on the northern side. 
506. When you come to the more open plains, what is the country like ? The Committee, to-day, came 
down the frontage; hut further back you get red-soil country right down to Cugong. The country 
adjacent to the river would he good country if it were worked up.
567. Hoes the proposed route of the railway go through good country ? Yes, good farming country.
568. As good as that at Cugong? Yes.
569. Ho you regard this as good land? Yea. .
570. Have you cultivated it? Only for my own use, I get a very good crop from it; but I only grow 
hay.
571. What would be your average crop ? I have never stripped it.
572. How many tons of hay to tho acre ? About 2 tons. ,
573. Docs the wheat crop look as good as tho crops in other places where wheat-growing is successful ?
Yes. _
574. Ho you know the rainfall here ? No.

' 575. The soil is good enough, but the yield may he materially interfered with by drought? Yes.
576. How many bad years do you get? As a rule, we get three good seasons and then a bad one. There
have been times when we have got two or three bad seasons together, but generally there is only one bad 
season in every four years. .
577. Going towards Hillston, is tbe country better via the Willandra than idir Lake Cudgellieo? As 
far as I know, there is not much difference.
578. How far to tbe west from here is tbe soil as good as it is here ? The nearer you get to Hillston the
better it is. Forty or 50 miles from here you get sandy soil, with mallee and pine.
579. Is the country as good as this ? It would be as good if it was cleared; but it would take more to
clear it.
580. You believe that wheat would grow 40 or 50 miles west of Cugong ? Yes.
581. How far north is tbe country good ? Eight out to Menindie they got good country. ,
582. The principal produce of this district is wool ? Yes.
583. ’When were the Cugong gold-fields discovered ? About two years ago.
584. Have there been any promising developments ? Yes, there is one claim—tbe “ Yellow Streak ”— 
which appears very promising. There are other claims, but they have never been worked.
585. What have the returns from the “Yellow Streak” been? I can only speak from hearsay. I 
believe they have had an ounce to the ton.
586. Have you any other information which you would like to give the Committee r I think that a 
railwav ought to cause the Crown land in this district to be settled.
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587. How far west from here is the houndary line between the Central and "Western Divisions? It is Mr.
only £ a mile from here. ’ E. Byrnes.
588. In your opinion, is the land on the northern side of the river about the same as the hind on tho
southern side? 1 think it is just about the same. ius>e]rt.,18SG.
589. Box couutry running back to gravelly plains and red soil? On the other side of the river you 
would, I think, get more mallee, and the country is flatter.
590. But the proportion of inferior to good country would be about the same P Yes.
591. Are there many rabbits in this district? A good many at times. They are kept down pretty well 
]ust here. They increase very rapidly if they are not kept down.
592. When was your worst year for rabbits ? I flunk about two years ago was our worst year.
593. ISow you have them fairly well under ? Yes ; but they breed up again pretty quickly. The
squatters keep them down with poisoned pollard. " ■
594. Is it possible to deal with the rabbits successfully ? Yes; with a small holding you can keep them down.
595. "Upon how many acres could a man keep a wife and family about here, supposing he had a railway 
and a market? I should think that if he had 640 acres he would be able to keep a family.
596. Could a man work that area? Yes.
59/. What would it cost to clear the box country for the plough? Hrom 8s. to 10s, an acre ; that is, to 
get rid of the suckers. I do not know how much you would have to pay per acre for burning out 
the trees*

Co you think that the clearing of tho heavy box flats would bo an expensive matter? Yes. I do 
not think that it would be so expensive to clear the pine country.
599. What would it cost to clear tho pine country ? From 5s. to 15s. an acre. They would use a stump jumper.
GOO. If the proposed railway were constructed, would people come here and go in for agriculture ? T 
believe that they would after a time. *

yr°u^ they engage in mixed farming ? Yes; on the large holdings they would work that way.
602. At what price would it pay you to grow wheat ? I could not say. I think that 2s. Gd. a bushel 
would pay very well.
003. J wo shillings and sixpence a bushel upon the ground ? Yes.
604. Are there many farmers about here? There are not many in this district. There are a few on Juacatoo.
G05. Is there much traffic along the road here? It is principally local traffic.
GOG. From how far west does the wool come this way ? Thirty-fire miles, I think.
G07. Whore does the wool beyond that point go to ? On to the Hay line.
G08 To Melbourne? I think it goes to Sydney, When there is a railway to Condobolin, I daresay more wool will come this way,
609. Is the country along the route of the proposed line liable to floods ? Ho.
610. How far back does the Lachlan flood-water go ? In some places between hero and Condobolin it 
goes back perhaps 5 miles.
fill. Hight orer the country ? No ; only up the creeks and depressions.
012, The floods are not such as would interfere materially with agriculture? No; the route of the 
proposed line is on high land. The flooded country is the low-lying box country.

Mr. Herbert Evans, miner and selector, Cugong, sworn, and examined:—
G13. Mr. Trickcit.] I understand that you have resided here for the last twenty years ? Yes.
G14. You hare been engaged in mining pursuits during that time ? Yes. " Mr. H. Evans.

I'01!think of the mining prospects of the district? I have every reason to think that wc should have a good field here. I0oept.,i89b,
G16. Where are the mines situated ? About 4 miles north-east from Cugong.
G17. What is the character of the field ? Auriferous.
618. Any alluvial gold ? Not as yet.
G19. What has been the highest yield ? Four ounces to the ton.
G20. Was that in any quantity ?, They reckon that about £2,000 worth of stone has been crushed in the 
battery here, and it has averaged 15 dwt. to the ton.

fisld been developed by capifal to any extent ? Not up to the present, but we hone that it will he. ' 1
022. What is the drawback to its development ? The want of publicity.
G23. And the want of capital to purchase large crushing plants ? There is a small crushing plant which 
is keeping things going at the present time,
024. On the river ? Yes ; within 4 a mile of this place.
625. Are there many men working at the mine? About thirty, 1 think, in tho mine itself, and in pros
pecting and working the other mines.
026. Are the prospectors making a living ? I do not think they are making a good living, because they 
have only a low-grade stone. There are ten or eleven mines opened, and the stone crushed on trial has 
averaged 12 dwt. Of course, poor-men parties cannot develop those mines.

Prospecting been going on ? Fifteen or eighteen months. In my opinion, tho 
land has not been properly prospected. They have merely got upon the edge of the gold conntry.
025. Has any officer of the Department of Mines been out to look at the place ? Mr. Jackett was out, and 
so was Mr. Slee. He gave a very good report of tho “ Yellow Streak.”
629 Is there any alluvial ? None has been found as yet. The alluvial, I should imagine, is very deep.
I believe that Sandy Creek is the alluvial source.
630. The Yellow Streak mine is about to be floated into a company ? Yes ; it is pretty certain to befloated. > i j
631, You know the country pretty well between here and Condobolm ? Yes.
6.3,2- VV011 agree Ml'- By™63’ evidence in regard to it ? I quite agree with it. On the southern side of the nver you find clay flats,
633 What are your views with regard to the suitableness of the district for wheat-growing ? lam not ‘
much of a farmer. At Condobolin they grow wheat successfully, and with the same climate and the same 
cl&B£ of soil, I do not see why we should not be able to do tho same here. 634.
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Mr. H. Evans. C3i. Mr. lias sail.~\ Is the rainfall tlie same ? Yes.
035. Mr. rj}richettl\ Has Tvlieat'-growing paid about Oondobciin ? No, because of the want of means for 

lOScpt.j 1800. gr[n(iing wheat and getting it to market. They have to sell it to the flour-mill for what they can get, 
and pay,what they like to charge for the flour.
63G. You think that with better means of communication they would get better prices P Yes, there would 
be a better chance of opening a market, and there would be more encouragement for tbe farmer.
037. Do you tbink there would bo any market for wheat towards the west ? I should think so. There 
is a great population here, and almost a starving population. 'We have to pay famine prices for every
thing we get. _
638. There does not seem to he a great population here ? The refuse from the Sydney market is sent up 
here, and the people living here have to keep them.
639. How are'they sent here ? Hy the Labour Bureau.
640. Are they doing no good for themselves ? No. The farmers have no market, and they cannot employ 
these people.
641. How would a railway help them ? A railway would give them a market, and the farmers would 
then employ any surplus labour.
642. Do you think that men could live upon small holdings in this dstrict? Yes.
643. What area P 200 or 300 acres. That area would keep a lot of families happy who are now travelling 
about.
644. Could people live upon that area hy farming ? They could live upon the same principle as the 
crofters at home. At any rate they would be able to make homes for themselves, Now, many of them 
have no homes.
645. Mr. SasmlV\ Have you any idea of the extent of the auriferous country ? I think it extends to 
the Barrier. There is very little clay on the northern side of this country from here to Menindie, I 
travelled across to Mossgiel from Wilcannia years ago. That is all the same class of country.
646. How far does the range in which the “ Yellow Streak” is run? This granite goes out about 50 miles 
from here.
617. What are the strata here ? Slate from here to the northern aide, and on the flat country granite. 
The granite comes to within 200 or 300 yards of the slate.
CIS. Here we are practically at tho junction of the granite and the slate country ? Yes.
649. In what direction does the line of demarcation between the two run ? A trifle to the west or north.
650. Does the range in which the “Yellow Streak” exists run practically down to Condoholin? Yes. 
That is a spur from the main range working down from Parkes.
651. There is a continuation of the metalliferous country right away from Parkes beyond Condobolin and 
on to Mount Hope ? Yes.
652. Have any other minerals besides gold been discovered in this country? Twenty miles from here, 
nearly north, there is a tin lode for which a lease has been applied.
653. Do you think there is likely to be any development in the mining industry here ? I firmly believe 
that this will be a great mining centre.
654. But you want capital ? Yes.
655. The miners themselves are too poor to thoroughly prospect the place ? Yes. The only people we 
have about here are a few boundary riders.
656. You have no practical miners down here ? No ; just the local population.
657. Mr. ]?eganl\ What is the depth of your deepest lode? 125 feet is the depth of the “Yellow Streak.” 
Between 20 and 30 tons taken from that claim averaged 4 oz. and 3 or 4 dwts, to the ton.
658. What is the width of the lode? It started at 2 ft. 6 in. and increased as it went down, though the 
stone is of a slightly lower grade. At 125 ft. they are getting 14 or 15 dwts.
659. Are many people sent here by the Labour Bureau? None have been sent here lately.
600. But they have found their way out here ? Yes.
661. Do twenty of them pass through here in a week ? Twenty a day very often. A man might ns well
keep a family as keep the travellers that pass through. '
662. Do you think the farmers about here and the men working in the mines would use the railway if it 
were made? Yes, and it would give the miners a chance of getting provisions more cheaply. .
663. That is a great consideration ? Yes.
G64. What do they charge you for flour out here ? 28s. a bag in Condobolin. A bag is 2001b.
665. What is the carriage from Condobolin to Cugong ? About os. They give about Is. 6d. a bushel for 
wheat at the Condobolin mill.
666. What is flour sold for elsewhere ? Prom £14 to £18 a ton. The price depends upon the season.
667. Do you think this land would be any good for dairying? It would not he so good for dairying as 
for wheat-growing. Por dairying you want constant rain.
668. Would it be good for fruit-growing ? Yes, it could not be better.
669. What fruit would it grow? Fruit of every kind. Across the river they grow every description of 
fruit; but only in a small way, because they have no market.
670. A railway would give facilities for sending fruit to market ? There is no doubt about it.
671. Do you think the people would take advantage of the railway, in order to send fruit to market? I 
do.
672. How long have you been mining? Ever since I have been in the country—thirty or forty years.
673. What is your idea of the prospects of this field? I have pinned my faith to it, and! am staying on it.
674. You think that with capital and railway communication the mines will be developed, and work 
will be found for hundreds of men ? Yes. The crushings of ton mines which have been opened at 
Cugong average from 12 to 14 cwts., and in many parts of the country, companies are working stone of 
a very much lower grade with payable results. It is only capital that will bring about the right class of 
work.
675. Is there no made road to this place? There is no made road, but there is a very good road to travel 
over. The Government would not give us a tank until there were some further developments. We 
managed to get a school after a lot of trouble, and a post-office.
676. How far are the mines from water ? P’our and a-half miles.

677.
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677. What water ia that? The Lachlan water. We have a nine-head hattery near here. :
678. You thinlr that if there were a railway, capital would be spent in developing the mines ? I have not 10ge ,t [1896_
the slightest doubt about it. _ ’
679. The people in. this part of the country think that they ought to receive the same consideration as 
people in other parts of the country ? Well, that is what I think.
680. Lo you thiuk that the proposed route to Menindie is better than tbe route to Wilcannia? I should 
say that it would have a better chance of obtaining tbe Broken Hill traffic.
681. Do you tbink that tbe country between here and Menindie would in the near future give a return to
a railway ? I do, judging from the way in which the Western line has opened up the country. _
682. I suppose you have plenty of timber here for your mining operations? Yes, the timber is splendidly 
situated for mining purposes.
683. You use a lot of timber? Yes.
684. Have you any timber for houses ? There are belts of pine, box and mallee, which are all suitable 
for any kind of work required in this district.

FRIDAY, 11 SEPTEMBER, 1896.
{The Sectional Gommitiee met at Cabot’s Motel, Euabalong, at 4 p.m'\

$r£S£nt:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Ciuieuan). ,

The Hon. William Joseph Tjuckett. | John Lionel Feqan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Ha shall, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.
Mr. John Edgar, grazier, Errebendery, near Euabalong, sworn, and examined:—

685. Chairman^ How long have you been here? About twenty years. ■ Mr. J. Edgar.
686. What area have you ? 16,000 acres of leasehold, and about 6,000 acres of purchased land.
687. Is that your total holding ? Yes ; about 22,000 acres in all. 11 SePt >
688. How far is your holding from Euabalong? It is 9 miles down tbe Lachlan.
689. Mr. ITassall.'] What frontage have you ? Five miles straight across.
690. And what depth ? About 8 miles.
691. What is the country at the back of you ? Open box country and malice pine scrub,
692. How far does the good country extend back from the river ? Bight to tho boundary of tbe run.
693. And beyond the boundary ? It becomes inferior—mallee and scrub countrv.
694. Babbit infested ? Yes, ’
695. Is it in occupation ? Yes.
696. What is tbe country above you ? Similar to my own. That is on tbe creek. When you get 
further back it is different. North Wooyeo has a frontage something like I have, until you cross the 
creek, then you get into mallee and pine scrub,
697. What do yon think this land is good for, taking it as a whole ? The frontage land is first-class grazing
country, if the rabbits are kept under, and very good cultivation country. Very nearly all of Errebendery 
could be put under cultivation. ' *
698. Are the rabbits very thick? They are.
699. Do you know anything of the country along the route of the proposed line ? For a certain distance.
700. Do you know anything of the country out towards Mossgiel and Ivanhoe ? I have travelled out as 
far as Menindie.
701. What is your idea of the country? From about 20 miles this side of Hillston, on to Albemarle, it 
is all very nice grass country—open plains and box country. That is, leaving tho billahong on the right, 
and going past Mossgiel to A iff era and out that way.
702. Do you know tho country between here and Condobolin out towards Mount Hope ? That is hilly 
scrubby pine country. Boto is very nearly all scrub. As far as you can see from Mount Hope it is all 
mallee ; that is, from Mount Hope out north-west towards Wilcannia, It is nice open country to the 
north of the proposed line for about 20 miles, as far as Ivanhoe. All the country I travelled over is open 
light-box country. From Condobolin it is open country.
703. But we sawr tho best country on the road wo came by ? Yes, you saw tbe beet of it. After you come 
through Kiacatoo there is conntry 10 or 12 miles to the right which is very good, and then you get into 
hilly, scrubby country which is not worth anything. Still even on that country there are flats which are 
good for cultivation.
704. If the proposed railway were constructed would much of this land he put under cultivation ? That
is hard to say. There is no market there; but growers here might get a market in Sydney, or where there 
is a population. ”
705. Is there any market to the west P Not very much. Of course the stations want flour, and supplies 
and pollard for destroying tho rabbits, and that is about all they use.
706. Do you think the people out hero could compete in the Sydney market with growers nearer the 
coast ? 1 hardly know, I have had no experience in wheat-growing. Some very good crops have been 
grown about here.
707. How much to the acre ? Sixteen or 20 bushels.
708. Could they depend upon a crop here every season ? I have been here twenty years and I have only
seen two failures. . ”
709. Do yon cultivate part of your area ? I cultivate from 15 to 20 acres every year. Last year was a
failure, we got nothing at all then. ‘
710. What is the average yield of hay per acre? I have had 2£ tons of hay to the acre, and I should think 
we will have nearly as much this season.
711. Yon look upon this as pastoral country ? Yes, it is good pastoral country. If there were a market
for wheat, any quantity of wheat would be grown here. 712,
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Mr. j. Edgar, 7] 2. Where would the people get the land? There is land on the other side o£ the river. On this side 
liT'tiiwr *16 r'vor k™** ’s a11 'oc'te(l UF' *

■’ • /13. How' long does your lease rim? Twenty-eight years.
714. The country on the northern side of the river, although suitable for agriculture, is not available ?
^l 0-„ Within 15 or 20 miles of Hillston there are resumed areas which would be available for settlement; 
but from here to Willanthry the country is not available. .
715. Is there much settlement going on in the district? Not lately ; in fa^t, tho people have been clearing 
out mostly.
716. Is there plenty of land available in the Central Division ? Yes, I think so.
/17. Why are the people clearing out? I suppose because of the rabbits and'the dry weather. There is 
no market, and no work is going on. Everything here is at a standstill. Half the stations are only quarter 
stocked. They lost their sheep, and they have had to stock up again.
718. Have the losses been very heavy ? Yes, taking them all through. I have lost as many as 12,000 
sheep in the year on my small place. That was through having a number of stock which I could not send

. away when I wanted to. You could not travel the sheep awav. We hung on to them, hoping that rain 
wrould come. "
719. Do you do nothing with them ? The only thing you can do is to take the wool off them.
720. Hfr, 3Ia»saU.'] Would tho construction of the proposed lino benefit the district materially? It 
would benefit the people who are here ; but I could not say whether it would settle more people here. I 
believe that it would do my place a lot of good. It would enable me to get rid of stock when I had too 
many. I should also be able to sell my fat sheep.
721. Do you send everything to Sydney ? Yes.
1 W muc^ y011 S6*' y°ur wool carted to the railway? We now always send our wool
to Whitton; but, of course, when the railway comes to Condoholin we shall send the wool there. We 
get it carried to Whitton for about £2 10s. a ton, and it costs about £6 a ton to get it taken to Sydney. 
Messrs. Permewan, Wright, & Company take it for that.
723. Hfr. Trichett.'] What is the distance to Whitton ? 110 miles from my place. It would bo about 
oO miles from my place to Condoboliu. A railway would enable us to get up our goods cheaply, and to 
send our wool away cheaply. I have often had 1,000 sheep here which I would have been glad to send 
away by rail, but which it was not worth while to send by road.
/24. How far would the Condobolin extension serve the people out here? It would servo the people 
out about as far as the lake. The lake is about 90 miles from Whitton.
/25. Can anything be done with the scrubby rabbit-infested country ;—is it worth spending money upon 
d;. I would not like to say what can be done with it; but it requires a lot of money to deal with it,
726. Would you like to go and tackle it yourself ? No ; I do not think I would like to go there if there 
were open country available. If no other country wore available, and there were a market, you might 
get people to go there. There is no water out there.
727. You would have to depend upon an artificial supply ? Yes.
728. What is the carrying capacity of your run? Without rabbits, about 2 acres to the sheep. ■
729. With the rabbits, you require about 3 acres to a sheep ? Yes.
730. Is it good wool-growing country ? Yes, very good.
731. What is about the average weight of a fleece ? About 6 lb. I have got as much as Is. Id. per lb. 
for my wool.

. 732- Tou are no* getting any tiling like that now ? No ; last year I got 8£d. The year before that I 
got less.
733. Do you know of any successful agriculturists out here ? A neighbour of mine has 200 acres 
under cultivation. He has been farming for ten or twelve years, and has done very well bv crowinc 
hay and wheat. ' - b ^
^34. Does he send his wheat to Condobolin? No; the people here buy wheat, hay and flour from 
him, so that he has a local market.

Mr. Has&all^] If two or three others came here, the local market would be fully supplied? Yes. 
During the last two years the market has been much better than it would otherwise have been, because of 
the dry times.
/30. Do you suffer from floods along the frontage? Yes, for about a mile and a half or 2 miles out 
when the river is very high, but that does good rather than harm. ■
737. The ground along the route of the proposed line would not be flooded ? No.
/38. Would it make any difference which side oi the river the proposed line was constructed? On the 
northern side you can get a better route. On the other side you would have more water to contend with 
m the shape of creeks and lagoons.
739. The railway is surveyed 5 or 6 miles from Euabalong;—must it go back as far as that to keep out of
the flooded country ? There is no water on the other side of the creek, which is only about 4 miles from 
here. The line does not cross that creek. ‘
740. No water lies on the country where the line is located? No.
741. Would the line as located answer the requirements of the residents ? Yes, I think it would be near 
enough.
742. Chairman.'] Do you think that when the railway is constructed traffic from Euabalong and on 
towards Willandra, which at present goes to Whitton will go to Condobolin ? Yes, from about half-way 
between hero and Hillston the traffic would go to Condobolin. It would be a better track, because there 
is plenty of water this way, and on the other route there is no water.

Mr. Frederick Small, post and telegraph master, Euabalong, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. E. Small, 743. Chairman.] How long have you been here ? All but sixteen years. .

j What amount of business do you do here in the 3rear? The telegraphic business lias
11 Sept., 1896. fallen off, though the office work is kept up, this being a repeating station for Mount Hope.

74o. What are the last returns you sent in ? The telegraphic business has averaged a little more than 
£1 a week.
746. And the postal business P There is a sale of stamps amounting to £150 or £160 a year.

747.
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747. AVliat if; tlic iiopulation that the office serves? This place is a junction for tho districts up and down Mr. !'• Small, 
the river, and for Nymagce and Mount Hope. The postal district takes in tho country within about 100
miles back, and on as far as the lake, aud back as far as Condobolin. 11 Sopt.,1896.
748. Is the district making progress ? Por the last two or three years ithasbeen practically at a standstill.
740. What is the cause of that ? 1 attribute it to the rabbits, and to the decrease in the values of stock 
and wool.
750. Do you think that the closing of the banks had anything to do with it? The district was suffering 
even before the closing of the banks.
751. The presence of the rabbits is the chief drawback to progress? Yes; the farmers and selectors, 
who might otherwise have made a comfortable living, have had to leave their places because of the rabbits.
752. Have you had any experience in farming? None whatever.
753. How do you know that this is a very good district? 1 know it from what I hear, not from my own 
experience. Living among the people I know pretty well what their troubles are.
754. What was the revenue of the post office before the bad times came? I have sold over £400 worth 
of postage stamps.
755. Has tho population of the district been greater than it is at the present time? I do not know that.
I have not seen any difference in the town for some years.
75(5. Are there many people passing to and fro ? No. I am of opinion that the railway to Condobolin 
will do the district .good,
757. Do yon think it is advisable to bring the line from Condobolin on here? No, I think not. If the 
railway were extended this way people would bo unable to take up land near it, because the land there is 
all locked up, and there is no water where the line runs.
758. What is the difference between Sydney prices and those here? I cannot tell you; but I should 
think that things would bo from 50 to 100 per cent, cheaper in Sydney.
750. Would not a railway materially reduce the cost of living? Speaking for myself, I would like to see 
a line here next week. '
7G0. Do you not think that arailway, by giving greater facilities for using the land, will induce people to 
settle here? I think so, if good land were available; hut I fail to see where suitable land can bo obtained.
7G1. Do you think that if the line wero constructed it would materially help people to settle here, because 
it would reduce the cost of living so much. I cannot say. I have no practical experience of the matter.
762. Would you look for an increase in business ? I think there would be au increase in business. I 
think that the opening of the line to Condobolin will do good to all these places, because it will bring all 
tho traffic up the river to Condoholin. If tho train ran right through all these little places they would 
simply he left.
763. W hat is the rainfall of this district ? The average rainfall is between 15 and 1G inches. I have 
here a statement showing the rainfall for each year from 188G :—1880, 10 jnches 25 points; 1887,
32 inches 32 points; 1888, S inches 41 points; 1880, 23 inches 47 points; 1890, 24 inches 11 points;. '
1891, 23 inches 47 points; 1892, 14 inches 84 points; 1893, 13 inches 91 points; 1894, 2G inches 
80 points ; 1895,13 inches 33 points ; 189G, 10 inches 2G points. '
7G4. Mr. Trickett."} Looking at the proposal from a selfish point of view, you would like to see the line 
constructed, but you do not seo the least prospect of it paying ? I do not.
765. Have you a good road at the present time? Yes, except in a wet season. Sometimes the teams 
cannot travel along it at all.
7<iG. Dor fiow long? In a wet year they may have to camp for weeks,
767. But such seasons are exceptional ? Yes.
768. How many travellers go through this place in a week both ways? Some days wo scarcely see any
body, other days there will he a good many people.
769. How many people go by in a week who would he likely to pay railway fares ? Not more than fifteen 
or twenty, perhaps.
770. Can you give us any instances where farmers have been successful in this district for a number of 
years ? Mr. Davis is an instance.
771. Can you tell us of anyone else ? No ; I cannot mention anybody else.
772. Do you know many people who havo started farming hero, and who had to give it up ? No, I do 
not. Mr. Day started on rather a large scale, and it seems to have paid him, but I do not know any 
others who have gone into the business in a really practical way. ■
773. Mr. Davis has had the local market ? Yes.
774. Where does this gentleman live ? About 12 miles from here, on the northern side of the river and
lower down. ' t
775. I suppose he has a good deal of land ? No doubt it is good land. It is an ordinary river Hat; but
most land of that character is good land. "

Mr. Michael Wyer, senior constable of police, Euabalong, sworn, and examined :—
77G.- ’Air. Trickcit^ How far does your district extend ? Thirty miles down the river, 1.5 miles up tho river, Mr. M. Wjer. 
and about 35 miles in a northerly direction.
777. I understand that the population in the district is about 300 ? Yes. ' ‘ 11 Sept.,1896.
778. How many people are there in the township ? Seventy-one.
779. Have you any information to give us with regard to tho occupation of the land ? Yes ; I think the 
following table gives the information that you require :—

Agricultural and Pastoral Statistics for Euabalong Police Patrol District, 1S03.
Attainted Land.

Total area under 
cultivation.Freehold, Rented.

Crown Lands. Area under wheat 
for groin.

Total yield 
of wheat.

acres. acres. acres. acres. acres. bushels,
0) BOO 627,339 616 40 400

Area under cultivation, 1890—1,075 acres ; of same, ],023 acres were sown for wheat, not yet gathered. JSSlfl—total 
area under cultivation, S44 acres ; area under wheat for grain, 330 acres ; total yield of wheat, 8,200 bushels.

780.
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Mr. M. Wyer. 780. flow long have you been here ? Over four years.
^781. Has the district progressed in that time or gone back ? It has gone back. _

11 Sept,,1896. ygo. What is the reason for that state of things ;—what has made it go back ? The climate is not good, 
and a great number of sheep have died through the drought since I came here. The quality of the wool 
has also been i njured by the drought.
783. Are the people in the district fairly prosperous? Not very prosperous. _
784. flow are most of them occupied ? They are scattered up and down amongst the stations. ^
785. The holdings here are mostly very large? Yes, There are a few small holdings, ranging from 
2,000 acres down to 640 acres.
786. What is the 640-acre man—an agriculturist ? Something of an agriculturist.
787. Have they picked hits of country ? All that I know havo good water frontages.
788. They have picked pieces ? Yes. _ _
789. Do you think that this is a country which is suitable for small land-holders ? It might be if there
were a colony of them, and they depended one upon the other. _ _
790. Do you think the small holder can get a living here by growing produce and sending it away ? Not
unless prices go up. _
791. What kinds of produce does it pay a man to go in for ? The only thing yon could grow around here
is wheat, 4
792. To grow wheat successfully the price would have to go up and the cost of carriage would nave to
come down ? Yes. _
793. But you cannot conscientiously say that yon think the proposed railway would be a paying concern? 
No, I should think it would not pay.
794. You do not think that people would rush to take up this country ? I could not say; hut unless a 
lot of people came here the line would not pay.
795. JIfr. Fegan.'} Why? There would not be enough to import or export.
796. Is it not a fact that population generally follows a railway ? Yes. _
797. Is not that what would take place here ? Population might settle within a few miles of the line 
for some distance; but not right through. The line might create a population between Condobolin and 
this place.
798. How long do you think it would be before the line would pay? I could not say. _
799. Have you heard anybody asking for the railway ? I have heard people say that they did not care 
whether the line came or not.

Mr. William M'Lean, storeman, Euabalong, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. 800. Ohairman.] flow long have you been in the district ? About twenty-five years.

W. M'Lean, SOI. You are employed in Euabalong ? Yes.
<'—*—802. Where do you get your goods ? From Sydney, through Forbes.

11 Sept., 1898. g03_ -^rhat is the rate of carriage from here to Forbes ? 1 could not tell you. The rate from Sydney for 
general merchandise is about £7.
804. Do you know the rate for wool from here to Forbes ? No.
805. When the line goes to Condobolin will your produce come from there ? _ Yes.
806. Where does the wool from here go ? The wool from below goes to Whitton, but from the country
above us it goes to Forbes. '
807. Euabalong is situated on the dividing lino? Yes. _
808. When tho railway is brought to Condobolin the traffic will go there ? Yes.
809. And the line of demarcation will shift further west ? Yes.
810. Do you know anything about farming ? No.
811. Have you a fair knowledge of the country about here ? Yes. I have been from hero to Forbes on 
both sides of the river, but I have not been away from the road.
812. On tbe southern side of the river, what is the country like between here aud Forbes? It is good country.
813. As good as the country between here and Condobolin ? Yes. _
814. How would you describe the country between here and Condobolin? From bore to Cugong is good
country. _
815. What lies behind that? The country behind is not too good.
816. How wide is the belt of good country? Eight or 9 miles.

1 817. From Cugong towards Condobolin, what do you think of it? I reckon that it is good country—as
good as the other.
818. What about the country at the back ? It is not so good.
819. How wide is the belt of good country ? I could not tell you, 1 have not been out there; but I 
reckon that the frontage is all good.
820. Fit for wheat-growing ? Yes.
821. Would you grow wheat on the flooded box flats ? I reckon that they would grow wheat.
822. It would be a considerable expense to clear them ? Yes. I reckon that auy of the country on the
river frontage would grow almost anything. It is good grass country, and where it grows grass it ought 
to grow wheat. _ _
823. Do you agree with the evidence of the postmaster in regard to the state of the district? Not 
altogether. I think that the cause of the prevailing depression is that the land about here is all locked up 
in large holdings, upon which there are very few people employed. Some years ago a good many persons 
were employed in putting down improvements; hut there is nothing of that kind going ou at the present 
time.

SATURDAY,
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SATURDAY, 12 SEPTEMBER, 130(3. '

[The Sectional Committee met at the Public Mall, Lake Cudgellieo, at 7 /?.«!.]

grtacni:—
THOMAS THOMSON HAVING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. William Joseph Tihckett. | John Lionel Hecan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Baihvay from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Mr. Thomas Brooks, farmer, Lake Cudgellieo, sworn, and examined :—
824. Chairman.'] Where do you live? At Lake Cudgellieo, about a mile and a half north of the township.
825. What area of land have you ? There are 115 acres where I am living.
826. How long have you been here ? Since 1882.
827. What have you been doing during that time ? Harming. I have 2,560 acres at TJabba, where 112 Sept,, 1890. 
have been living during the last twelve months.
828. In what direction does that holding lie from here ? Eourteen miles due west.
829. How long have you had it ? Since August, 1883.
830. What have been your operations in the district—agricultural or pastoral? Both.
831. What has been your experience with regard to agriculture—I suppose wheat is your staple? Until 
the last three years we have not gone in much for wheat, because we are too far from a market. Three 
years ago I put in 300 acres of wheat, and I had a very fair crop—about 13 bushels lo the acre.
832. Could you depend upon that crop ? That was a very heavy crop. The land here wants to he 
cropped three or four times before it becomes good. At first it is rather strong. The crop grows too rank.
833. What happened to the crop next year ? I did not put one in.
834. Tou have only put in one crop ? Yes. I have had other crops of 30 or 40 acres for the last fourteen 
years.
835. AVhat is jrour opinion of the hox-fiats for agriculture of any kind? The river-flats arc not good 
wheat country, hut they are good hay-growing country. They are too strong for wheat. The pine 
country is the best for w-heat.
836. Would the river-flats be somewhat expensive to clear? Not very expensive.
837. How much an acre would make them ready for the plough? £2 or £2 5s.
838. I cupposo pumpkins will grow here? Yes ; and on the river-bends potatoes.
839. What would the pine country yield per aero if put under wheat ? On an average, 10 or 12 bushels.
840. What would it cost to clear and put iu a crop? About 35s. an acre. It would depend upon tho 
amount of timber on the land. All the pine country is not heavily timbered.
841. What would be the cost of the next crop ? The next crop I could putin for 11s. per acre, including 
seed.
842. What about the open plains with the box belts between them ? They would grow good wheat after 
two or three years cropping, hut not before,
84-3. They want to be broken up, so that tbe air can get into them ? Yes.
844. Why do you think that they would grow good crops after a time ? The ground is very strong, and 
the crop at first would be rank. There are selectors upon these plains further down the river, and that is 
their experience.
845. What could we reasonably expect after, say, the third crop? About 11 or 12 bushels to the acre, 
on the average.
846. Hoes that fairly describe the countr3r from an agricultural standpoint? Yes.
847. AYith regard to the climatic conditions, in your opinion, is the rainfall here sufficient to enable 
farmers to grow wheat with fair success ? Yes, 1 think so.
848. What experience is that opinion based upon ? Upon practical experience here.
849. Yon have seen crops growing year after year ? Yes, every year for thirteen years. I have never 
had a complete failure. Last year the crop was a partial failure ; but that was more on account of the 
rabbits than because of tbe season. I do not protect the ground from the rabbits. I think we have an 
average rainfall here of 19 inches.
850. Ho sheep do well in this country ? Splendidly.
851. How many acres are required for a sheep, speaking from a selector’s point of view ? It has been 
proved here that a selection will carry a sheep to 2 acres, though we are afraid to put so many sheep on.
832, You are speaking of average land ? Yes.
S53. Is that good wool? The wool is splendid. ■
854. It brings a good price ? Yes.
855. Ho you know the country between here and Condobolin, on the south side of the river ? Yes,
pretty well. .
85(3. Will you describe it ? It is pretty well all pine country; good agricultural land for the first 25 
miles, hut after that it becomes ridgy.
857. What is the timber ? Box ridges and pine, with some patches of mallee.
858. If the proposed line were constructed, which way would you take it—on the southern side or on tho 
northern side of the river ? On the southern side. There would he more settlement on this side of the 
river. There is more land open for settlement.
859. Is the land better ? No; I do not think that it is quite as good on the average. There are a great 
many patches of it good, hut it is not uniformly so good.
SCO. You take into consideration the fact that on the southern side of the river the land is in the Central 
Hivision, while on tho northern side it is in the Western Hivision? Yes.
861. What is the country like north from Euabalong ? Principally mallee. Coming here the line would 
come through plains. Keeping out 6 miles north from Euabalong you get into the mallee.
862. How far west does the mallee run? Until you get to Boto.
863. Bight on to the Willandra ? Yes.
864. Is the Government line located in the mallee country? Yes; it runs through mallee country for 49 
or 50 miles. There may be a clump of thick pine and oak.
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Do you think that that line has been wisely located, having regard to the development of the country ?

Have you ever been to Forbes? Yes.
Could a line he got through from here to Forbes ? Yes.

86S. Through good country ? Yes, with the exception of the last 25 miles at this end. It would go 
principally through pine country, until you got above Condobolin.
869. Could that country be used ? Yes, it could all be used. From Condobolin to Forbes tbe countrv is
even better, There you get some of the best country in New South 'Wales. J
870. Would that he north or south of Lake Cowal? North of it.
871. Will such a line go through level country ? Yes, the country is perfectly level.
8/2. And is it good country ? It is splendid country. There are patches of pine and yellow box.
8/3. Have you ever boon to Grenfell ? Yes.
874. Could a line be eot from here to Grenfell, keeping south of Lake Cowal? Yes, with the exception 
of one ridge called Billy’s Lookout.
S/o. Y hat kind of country is it ? Good agricultural country.
876. Is the land good ? Yes, far superior to the land down this way.
877. And it is all in the Central Division? Yes.
878. Do you know the country from Hillston to Wyalong ? Yes.

°f country is it? It is valueless country by Eankin’s Springs. That is the direct route.
880. To develop this part of the Colony, where would you put your line? I would start from Grenfell 
and go through the Bland and Humbug country, and follow the river down. That is all very good country 
aud level, and pretty well all Crown land.
881. Where do you sell auy stuff you grow? The wheat I grew three years ago I carted 60 miles to 
Condoboliu. I paid ls^ a bushel to have it ground, and I brought back the flour and sold it to the stations 
round about. I was 25 or 30 per cent, out of pocket by the transaction. It is impossible to grow wheat 
here profitably without a railway. If there were a railway I should continue to increase my area every 
year. I have sufficient plant to cultivate 1,000 acres, if I could make it pay.
882. If^there were a railway you would cultivate that area? Yes.
883. Where do you send your wool ? To Whitton.
884. What do you do with any fat stock you may have ? We have fat stock in tho .spring, hut we have to 
keep them here as a rule until they get poor and die. I have 400 fat lambs now which 1 would send away 
if we had a railway. 1 cannot sell them here,
880. It does not pay you to send a small lot away along the road ? No. You cannot drive them. They 
waste away. Every selector in the district is in the same position. We are afraid to breed sheep because 
wc_ cannot sell them. Wc always have a pretty fair rainfall, and a pretty fair grass in the winter aud 
spring ; but we have to keep our stock until the cud of the summer, when they gradually get poor, and 
if we have no summer rains they die.
8S6. At what price will it pay you to grow wheat hero ? With average crops, wheat would pav at 2s. a 
bushel sold on the ground, or delivered within 8 or 10 miles. ’
887. What revenue would a railway derive from country like this ? That is more than I can say. Unless 
the railway does come here there will not be a selector left.
388. W ould available land be taken up if a railway were constructed ? Yes.
SS9. The Government would be able to get rid of all its unalienated land ? Yes. It is all splendid land 
for wheat-growing.

^re Committee to understand that sheep cannot he got away from this district? If you converse 
with the selectors you will find that they are frightened to breed sheep in case of tbeir dying on their hands. 
We are afraid fo stock up our runs. ^
891. If they could get tbe sheep away when they were fat, it would he different ? Yes. We should then 
have no hesitation in putting on stock.
892. Your experience is the experience of all who are similarly situated? Yes, of all the selectors in the
district. '
893. What effect have rabbits had upon the country ? They have depreciated the value of the land con
siderably. Upon small holdings we can cope with them very well by netting and poisoning; but the Crown 
land round about gives us a great deal of trouble. The young rabbits get through tbe netting; but a 
week or a fortnight’s poisoning will get rid of them.
894. Your great trouble is want of means of communication ? Yes, the want of railway commnnication. 
If we could get onr stock away we should have no losses.
895. How would you supply water to the back country? By means of tanks.
896. Can people afford to do that kind of work ? Generally speaking a selector has a pretty good plant, 
and teams of horses and bullocks, and, after his crop is in, he has time to put down a tank, if it is only a 
small one at first, and a larger one afterwards. This is good holding country, as a rule.
897. What area could a man live on in this country, going in for mixed farming? I consider that 2,560 
.acres would be sufficient where there were proper means of communication. If a man cannot live on that 
area he cannot live at all.
898. Do you approve of the proposed railway as located north of Euabalong ? No.
899. It would be of no benefit to tbe people about here? Not much. I would have to come 20 miles up 
the river before I could cross to get to a railway, and then go 9 miles out. That would be 29 miles 
altogether.
900. W hat distance is it to the proposed line from here ? About 17 miles.
901. That would be better than a railway to Condobolin ? Yes.
902. How far could a farmer afford to carry his grain to get to a railway station ? The grower can 
scarcely afford to carry his wheat any distance. Ten or 12 miles would he as far as he could afford to 
cart it. He ought to be able to get to the railway and back in a day.
903. Do you require to enclose all your holding with rabbit-proof netting ? If I were taking up land 
afresh I would not enclose it all. I would enclose the cultivation land with a small mesh; but I think that 
the rabbits could be kept off the other land by poisoning.
904. What would it cost to put up a small-meshed fence? £60 a mile,including the cost of the wire and 
the fencing.

Mr.
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Mr. Alexaudcr Gordon Huie, Secretary to the Progress Committee, Lake Cudgellieo, sworn, and
examined :—

905. Chairman.'] How long have you boon here ? About thirteen years. * Hr- _
906. Ifr. Trickcit.] You are pretty well acquainted with the district, its capabilities, and requirements ?

907. 'Whnt is the population of Lake Cudgellieo? I should say that the population is about 500—that ]2Sept.,1896. 
is, taking the country within a radius of 10 or 15 miles. There is rather a large percentage of young
people and children included in that number.
908. How many adults would there be ? 200, if not more.
900. "What are thoir occupations ? There are a good many carriers, shearers, and selectors ; hut there 
are not many artisans or tradesmen.
910. They rcsid.e principally in the town ? Yes.'
911. What is the population of the town ? A bout 200 or 2.10,1 suppose. There are ninety-seven children
on the roll at the local school •
912. Has the population increased or decreased since you havo been here ? It has been about stationary 
for the last six or seven years. Some people have gone away, and very few have come in their stead.
The natural increase is about the only increase that there has been.
913. Why has the district not progressed ? The only reason I can give is that tbe distance from a rail
way makes it impossible for people to grow things here at a profit.
914. What have the people who have left the district been ? Selectors, carriers, and shearers.
915. Have they assigned as their reason for going the want of a ready market ? Yes.
91G. Have the farmers in the district been successful as a class ? Yot as a class. There are individuals 
who have done well.
917. What has been the reason for the success of those individuals? They have had a larger amount of 
energy for one thing, and have not engaged in other work, such as shearing and carrying. The men who 
have stuck to their land and have tried to make a living from it have in a measure succeeded ; but those ^
who have gone and come have not done well. Instead of the land keeping them they have had to keep 
the land. ■
91S. Where is the produce disposed of? A considerable amount has been sent to hit. Hope. That is 
the chief market for chaff and so on. The wheat mostly goes to Hillston. The year before last a con
siderable amount went to Hillston, and some to Condobolin.
919. The local market is very limited? Yes.
920. If a large number of farmers were to settle here, would they have any outlet for their produce ?
Hardly any. There is land open now, but it has not been applied for because it was not certain that the 
produce could he sent away. If the construction of the line were assured, tho land would be taken up 
freely.
921. Do yon think that climatic conditions would militate against the success of fanning here ? In most 
years they would not.
922. In most years you think you could get good crops ? Certainly.
923. What sized holdings have the men who have been successful? In one instance a man has nearly 
2,000 acres; in another instance there is only a small area, not more than 500 or 600 acres. Iu some 
cases, again, men have the full complement.
924. We have heard a great deal about the trouble which the rabbits have created? The rabbits are a 
very serious drawback at the present time, and have been for years,
925. Ho the people fairly try to cope with them ? Some do and some do not. Those who try to keep 
them down are seriously handicapped by reason of the fact that nothing is done to prevent them spreading 
on Crown lands.
926. If there were a law to compel people to deal with this pest, would that be an advantage ? I should 
say so, within reasonable limits.
927. What is the rate of freight from here ? From Whitton to Lake Cudgellieo the rate of freight is 
about £3 a ton. In very wet weather it may he higher, and at times loads may be taken for less. The 
freight is about the same each way.
928. What would be the freight from here to Condoholin ? From £1 to 25s. or 30s.
929. There will be a considerable saving to the producers if they send to Condobolin ? Yos.
930. But you do not think that it will satisfy the district to have the railway stop at Condobolin? No.
931. Are you of opinion that it would not pay the farmer to send his grain more than 10 or 15 miles to 
the railway? I think that that is so. It might be sent 30 miles, or possibly more; but the margin of 
profit would then be very small.
932. Have you auy statement which you would like to make lo the Committee ? There is oue matter to 
which 1 should like to refer. There are large deposits of limestone in the district which may be of value.
As to the question of route, there is a strong feeling in favour of the line being constructed close to the 
town ; hut it would be better to have the line going as surveyed than to have it stay at Condobolin.
933. If the line were extended from Condobolm, on which route would there bo most Iraffie? I think
that the prospect of traflic would he better on the line passing near Lake Cudgellieo. On the northern 
side of the river there would not be much settlement for years. A very large part of the country north 
of Buabalong, and extending west, is very rough. ’
934. Is there much tralfic from Cudgellieo in the direction of Hillston and Menindie? Not very much.
A considerable amount of flour is brought from Hillston here.
935. You could not expect the traffic in that direction from this distance? Hillston will more than 
supply its own requirements, but I have no idea what market there ivould be further on.
936. Until a few years ago, gold-mining operations were carried on at Lake Cudgellieo ? Yes.
937. Wiiy have those operations ceased ? Because the management was not of the best. As far as 1 
have been able to learn, there is still gold in the reef. There has been some gold mining out near Murren’s 
Bridge. The mine there, 1 believe, is shortly to he reopened. There is a 5-licad battery there.
93S. How long were the mines here working? I cannot tell you. Ido not think that they have been 
working for nine years past. ”
939. You have not heard of their being rc-opened? It has been spoken of several times; but nothing 
has been done.
940. The machinery has all been removed ? Yes. 947.
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Mr. Allan Maclnnes, selector, Lake Cudgellieo, sworn, and examined :—
A lloclmios 3?e9an-\ Where is your selection? On the hanks of Lake Cudgellieo, <L miles from here.

^__ ___ ^ "Where -do you get your stock from ? I havea butchering business,'and 1 nearly always breed my own
12 Sent. 1896. E^oe^- tho last six or seven months I had to buy stock up the river—from Mr. Hayley, of Booberoi, 

' principally. ‘
S)-h3. How long have you been a selector ? Bor the last sixteen years.
944. "How many acres have you ? About 1,000 acres. . "
945. Is any of your land under cultivation ? I have a few acres of potatoes in at present.
940, Have you ever tried wheat? Yes.
947. With what result ? I have had about ten crops, and only one failed. That was in 18S4.
948. How many bushels have you got to the aero ? I hare always cut the crop for hay. I think it
would average from 12 to 14 bushels. * _ *
949. Is it fairly good wheal? Yes.
950. Have you a river frontage ? Ho : I have a frontage to the lake.
951. Have you tried irrigation ? Yes ; I have been irrigating for a good many years. I have 100 acres 
which I can irrigate from the lake by gravitatiou. 1 think that irrigation, if carried out on a largo scale, 
would be very profitable here, supposing that we had a market.
952. What would it coat per acre to irrigate on a large scale? It would bo very easily done here. The 
land I irrigate is lower than the surface of the lake, and I have cut a canal through to the lake. I let 
the water run through this canal on to my land and flood it, and then when the ground becomes hard 
enough again I plough it.
953. Hoes it pay you to go to that trouble ? Yes, it pays me well.
954. Is it a box flat that you irrigate? Ho; there never was any timber upon the laud except two or 
three trees.
955. What are your prospects with that selection ? They are fairly good.
956. Ho you think that they would be better if a railway came near here ? Yes ; if I had a market I 
could do well growing potatoes by irrigation.
957. How far is Mount Hope from hero? About 48 miles.
958. Was that a good market for your potatoes? Yos ; 1 made £500 out of one crop when Mount Hope 
was working, and if I had had the potatoes I could hare made £1.000. I used to sell them at 13s. a cwt. 
at the house, and the men used to take them to Mount Hope and sell them there for 26s. or 27s.
959. What were they selling them for then in Sydney ? 3 cannot tell you.
960. How long ago is it ? It was in 1888 or 1SS9.
961. What did you get for your chaff ? I got as much as £10 a ton.
962. Hid you irrigate the crop ? Yes.
963. Are there other selectors in the same position as you are ? I am about the only one who can irrigate 
hy gravitation. There is country allround the lake which could be irrigated by means of pumping appliances.
964. J suppose you have only a local market for your meat ? Yes.
965. Have you any stock on your land ? About 800 sheep.
966. Whnt do you do with the surplus ? I sell it to anyone who will buy it.
967. Ho you get a ready market for your cattle? Yes; when they are fat I can always sell them. I sell 
some to carriers, and others to butchers, or anyone who will buy them.
968. I suppose you would sell a single beast? Yes. It does not pay to drive sheep to market.
969 Ho you employ any men here ? I kbep one man on the selection. I do all the work in town myself.
970. Have you ever taken auy produce to Mount Hope yourself ? Yes—potatoes and chaff.
971, What has it paid you to sell at Mount Hope ? I have taken potatoes there since, and have sold
them from 12s. to 8s. a cwt.

' 972. Hid that pay you ? Yes.
973. 1 suppose the Mount Hope mines are closed for the time being ? Yes ; but I hear that the Central 
is to start again shortly.
974. Have you sent produce there lately? Ho, not for two years. There have not been many people 
there. The few that are there are working on tribute, and there is not much money.
975. How many tons an acre do you get when growing potatoes ? From 3 to 7 tons. I think that if the 
ground were worked woll it would yield a good deal more. I do not take much trouble with it.
976. Have you tried anything besides wheat and potatoes ? Yes—pumpkins and melons. They both grow 
well.
977. Hoes it pay you to grow them ? Ho ; there is not much sale for them. T believe that all this countrv 
would be taken up if we had a railway.
978. Where would you look for a market ? I suppose we should have to send our stuff to Sydney.
979. Ho you think there would bo auy market to the west? 1 think not. I think they would grow their 
own produce out that way. If they had a railway they would go in for wheat.
980. Have you sent any stuff to Condobolin ? Ho ; but I have paid £1 and 25s. a ton to get stuff taken 
from there.
981. What do you pay to get stuff from Whitton ? I got some stuff from there a few days ago for £3 a 
ton.
982. So that the extension of the line to Condobolin will benefit you ? Yes ; more wheat will he grown 
about this district when the Condobolin line is opened.
983. Are you troubled by tbe rabbits ? Yes,
984. Havo you tried to cope with them ? Yes ; I always keep a man on the place killing rabbits.
985. You do not keep him specially to kill rabbits? Ho ; but that is the biggest part of his work.
986. How do you deal with them ? By trapping, and with poisoned pollard.
987. What does that work cost you? I suppose it would cost 5s. or 6s. a week.
988. Is your selection wired in? Three parfs of it is ; the Lake is the third frontage.
989. Ho the rabbits cause very much damage ? Yes.
990 Ho you think it would be an advantage to have an Act passed forcing everyone to kill the rabbits ?
I think it would be the best thing that could happen if everyone had to kill his own rabbits. Some people 
here kill the rabbits, while others never touch them.
991. If such an Act were passed, would you soon get rid of the rabbits ? If the land were all cut up into 
1,009-acre blocks you would soon get rid of the rabbits. 992.
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992. "What, in your opinion, is the smallest area upon which a man can live away from a water-frontage, ^ jjaclnnej 
and without a railway ? A man would require atleast 3,000 acres.
993. But if he had railway communication ? Then he could live comfortably on 1,500 acres. _ 12 Sept, 189t>.
99d. Do you think that a great deal of the depression in this district is not caused wholly hy the rabbits, 1 ’
but that want of railway communication has a good deal to do with it ? Both are responsible.
995. Which is the greater evil? I think tho rabbits,
996. And stringent legislation is required to force people to deal with them? Tcs. If the country were
all taken np wre could keep the rabbits down. _ _
997. How many sheep do you run on your land ? 1 have 800 at the present time. This has been a very 
bad year. Up to last year my land would carry about a sheep to the acre. There is a place across here,
1,400 acres in extent, where they have shorn from 1,000 to 2,GOO sheep.
99S. Could a person who had no water-frontage make agriculture pay here ? If lie put his land under 
wheat it might pay. Ho could not grow potatoes without water.
999. Wheat is the only valuable crop that can be grown in this district? Yes, I think so, taking one year 
with another.
1000. Have you ever tried fruit-growing ? Ho, not much.
1001. Has anybody here gone in much for fruit-growing ? There are a few gardens.
1002. Are they successful? Some people are successful, and some are not. The gardens take a lot of 
attention, and people will not give it.
1003. If a man gave his attention to the matter, could he make it pay ? I think so, if wc had a market.
1004. Without irrigation ? Tes, I think so. There are fairly good gardens about here which have not 
been irrigated ; but there is no market for the fruit. I have seen grapes sold here at 12 lb. for Is.
1005. The district is suffering from want of railway communication ? Tes. We have no market for our 
fat stock, and if we drive them to the railway they lose condition so much that they will hardly pay 
freight. I have known of people having to scud down money to pay expenses.
1006. Is there auy work going on here now ? Shearing is the principal work at the present time.
1007. What is the cost per mile of putting wire-netting on to a fence ? I think that netting with li-inch
mesh costs about £24 a mile in Sydney. Carriage to Whitton would he £2 ; there would be another £3 ,
for bringing it hero, and £4 for putting it up. Altogether, it would cost about £33 a mile.
1008. Which way do you go to Mount Hope ? We cross Murren’s Bridge. There is a surveyed road 
from there.
1009. What is the nature of tho country through which you pass ? There is a lot of mallee and yarran.
1010. Is it good land ? The mallee land is not good. It is sandy.
.1011. How many miles of country are good? Bor the first 25 miles from here it is plain country with 
box and yarran, and then there are about 13 miles of mallee country, and the balance is yanan and box.
The country is inclined to be biliy near Mount Hope.
1012. What would that land grow ? The malice country might grow crops; but I am a bit doubtful 
about it; it is sandy country. The other country would grow wheat well. On the other side of the river 
there is a man who has 400 acres of wheat under cultivation this year. He is nearly always successful.
1013. More than half the land you describe is good land? Tcs. Bor 36 miles out of 4S the land is good 
wheat land.

Mr. Henry Davidson Edwards, post and telegraph master, Lake Cudgellieo, sworn, and examined:—
1014'. Mr. Ha&sall^ What is the population of Lake Cudgellieo? There are 784 people in this division. Mr. H. 9.
1015. What is the extent of- the division ? It would run down to about Merri-Merrigal, 20 miles west. JMwnrds. 
It has been altered lately on the eastern side; but, roughly speaking, it would be about 40 miles long, and 1
going in a southerly direction about 20 miles. '
1016, How long have you been here ? Dour years and nine months. .
101.7. Have you kept any record of the rainfall during that time ? Tes; for the last ten years the rain
fall has averaged 19'48 inches. My experience has shown me that the rain splits here. Most of the rain
that comes from the north-west splits here, and goes south and north. The result is, that they have 
15 or 20 points more at Eankin’s Springs and Errebendery than we have here.
1018. Tour rainfall compares favourably with that of other places ? I am inclined to think that the rain
fall at Errebendery, 16 miles north from here, would be greater than our rainfall.
1019. 'What is the rainfall at Euabalong? 20-29 inches is the average for tbe ten years from 1884 to-
1.894. ,
1020. Has the district progressed or has it stood still since you have lived here ? It has deteriorated very 
much since Wyalong broke out. I could write out the names of fifty or sixty men who have left here 
and permanently taken np their residence at Wyalong.
1021. Were they engaged in mining here ? In mining, carrying, farming, and all sorts of labour. Several
selectors have left here. .
1022. What have they done with their holdings ? Some of the land is now merely waste land, breeding 
rabbits.
1023. Some sold ont, I presume ? Tes. _
1024. 1 suppose most of them thought that there was a better opening at Wyalong than here ? Tcs.
1025. Have you any knowledge of the mineral resources of this district? The mining business has fallen 
off during the last two years. In my last report to the Warden at Hillston I gave a number of reasons 
why people wrere leaving off mining here. Wyalong, Yalgogrin, and Cugong have drawn miners away 
from here. In my opinion this place has never been properly prospected. I have discovered a reef about 
3 miles from here.
1020. Do you issue licenses for the Mount Hope district? Ho ; they get those licenses at Mount Hope.
The Warden at Hillston visits there monthly.
1027. Has the population been increasing or decreasing? Decreasing. There was a large population at
Mount Hope five or six years ago. _
1028. Do you think there is any prospect of the mineral resources of this district being developed ? If 1 
can accidentally find a reef carrying gold, what could not others do if the place were properly prospected.

' 1029.
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1029. The residents of the district are perhaps not in a position to go prospecting ? There is a great deal 
iu that. This place seems to have become impoverished to a great extent because of the rabbits.

T9<3 aoc -^avc ^e rabbits increased or decreased during your residence here ? They have decreased during
Sept., 189 . the last two or three years. AVe have had nearly two years’ drought recently; but when I came here the 

rabbits on tho common resembled lice. You could just see ft moving mass of vermin. There were millions 
here.
1031. Are any steps taken to keep them down? Our herdsman expends a good deal of energy in keeping 
them down, but ho has very limited means at his disposal. I have seen 1,000 rabbits for every rabbit you 
see now.
1032. Do you think that the rabbits will deter people from settling here ? No I think that with small 
holdings the rabbits can be easily beaten.
1033. Have the people any inducement to take up smallholdings? No, because of the want of a railway.
1034. In your opinion the construction of a railway would alter the position? Yes. I think that in twenty 
years time the lake would be a second Chicago.
1035. If the country were closely settled, and everyone turned his attention to farming, could the district 
compete with districts closer to the metropolis ? I am inclined to think that a differential railway rate 
should ho provided. I am ready to admit that settlers nearer Sydney have an undue advantage ; but I

. believe that a man could live here and be fairly well off if there were a railway.
103G. Do you not think that the district will be benefited more by a big mining development at Mount 
Hope? That is not my opinion.
1037. I am thinking of tho price given for potatoes referred to by a preceding witness ? That is a thing 
which might happen once in fifty years.
103S. Is this district suitable for agriculture ? Yes, it is an agricultural district.
1039. Do you think that the extension of the railway from Condoboliu would be the most suitable extension 
that could be made ? No. I have travelled all over Eiverina, and my private opinion is that the railway 
should come from Grenfell or from Wyalong. I have been down the Condobolin line and all over tbe 
Bland country. I have been down as far as Hay and Booligal, and I have been out to Hillston, and as far 
north as Mount Hope. I think the Bland country is the piclc of Bivcrina.
1040. You think that, as a matter of public policy, it would be better to bring the line np through that 
country instead of taking it through the poor mallee country to the north of Euabalong ? Yes. From 
a local point of view it would benefit us to have a railway coming herefrom the north, because of the traffic 
which would pass through here to get to the line. From a national point of view, however, it would be 
better to bring the line the way I have described.
lOH, If the railway were constructed ou the northern side of the Lachlan, this place would benefit by the 
traffic passing through to get to the line ? Yes. There would be enormous traffic from Rankin’s Springs 
and places to the south. This would be the nearest point for those places.
1042. But from a national point of view you think that the line should come from Grenfell or Temora ?
Yes, to develop the magnificent country ■which extends from Wollengough to within 9 miles of Wyalong. 
Or it might be brought through from Grenfell. '
1043. Where would you make to from Wollengough? I would go almost in a straight line south of 
Marsden about 20 miles, and through towards Grenfell, or else to Wyalong.
1044. What is the country like from Wollengough to Hillston ? You get stony ridges, ironbark ridges,, 
aud a great deal of hilly country extending down through Rankin’s Springs. The country is much better 
coming this way.
1045. Have you any knowledge of the timber resources of the district? Yes.
1040. Is there any timber suitable for railway sleepers ? Yes; there is magnificent ironbark to be got 

1 through Wyalong way—timber of splendid quality. .
1047. The narrow-leaf ironbark ? Yes ; the very best ironbark that you can get.
1043. Do you know anything of the timber resources along the proposed line north of tho river? It is 
thirteen years since I travelled through there, and I was only through there once. I was very much struck 
with the country between Forbes and Condobolin. The country from Condobolin down towards Euabalong 
is not first-class country, but it is very good. It is not at all to be compared with the Bland country.

Mr. .Tohn Knight, store manager, Lake Cudgellieo, sworn, and examined:—
Chairman.'] What are you ? I am managing a store for my father. ,
Have you been here long ? Eighteen or nineteen years.
H ave you a pretty good knowledge of the district ? Very fair,
Where do you get your goods from ? From Sydney, through Whitton,
What are you paying from here to Whitton ? " £3 at present.
And how much to Sydney from Wbitton? £24 for a 6-ton truck. Small lots come to about 

£7 10s. a ton. Then there is commission at both ends.
1055. What would it cost yon to take stuff down to Condobolin ? I cannot tell you.
1056. What do you pay to Forbes? £3 a ton. It is 20 miles further from here to Forbes than from 
here to Whitton.
1057. When the railway comes to Condobolin you will save about £1 10s. a ton in carriage ? We may.
105S. Do you believe that the laud here would be all taken up if there were a railway ? A good deal 
of it would. j e
1059. Is it suitable for wheat-growing ? Yes. '
1060. You have heard what has been said with regard to the rabbit pest;—do you agree with that evidence ? 
Yes | I believe that with smallholdings people could cope with the rabbits.
■^^' ."P0. youwith the evidence of the last three witnesses in regard to the rabbits, the soil, and the 
possibilities of the district with railway communication ? Yes.
106-. Is there any point that you desire to emphasise ? I cannot say that there is. With a railway, 
people would bo able to get away their produce. At present there is' no market for anything that is 
grown. It the railway came within 20 miles of us, people would bo able to get their produce away.
1063. Why has this district gone back ? When we came here first there were no selectors in the district, 
or, at any rate, very few. The selectors came here fifteen or sixteen years ago.
1064. What was Lake Cudgellieo seventeen years ago ? A mining township.

i>xr.
John Xuig! 

12 Sept., 18!

ay

Mr.IL D. 
Edwards.

1065.
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lOfio. Mining disappeared, and the interests pertaining to mining disappeared also ? Tes.
1060. Then came tho selectors, and the squatters made improvements ? Tes.
1007. The making of improvements has now ceased, so that there is very little expenditure in 
district? Tes.
1008. Are the people here fairly well off? Many of them, T am sorry to say, are not.

Mr.
John Knight. 

12 Sept,, 1896,

Mr. James Knight, prospector, Lake Cudgellieo, sworn, and examined:—
1000. Chairman^ What are you doing here ? I have been prospecting off and on for the last four years. Mr. James 
I have got gold, and this year I had a portion of the Prospecting Yolo allotted to me ; but as there was no Knight, 
water I could not go out. 1 have sent some lots of stone to the Department of Mines for assay. I have 
had several small results of gold and silver, but nothing of any consequence. IVo dwt, to the ton has been 1 CP -i • 
the biggest yield, and. I bave had silver up to 7 dwt. to the ton.
1070. Mr. Hassall.'] What kind of country were you prospecting? I have prospected all round Lake 
Cudgelhco within a radius of 70 miles.
1071. Uavo you tried the old workings at all ? I have been down tbe shaft, and I took up a small parcel
of stone and dollied it, but with no results. _
1072. Mr. Triclcctt ] What depth are they down ? There is one shaft 40 feet showing a reef 5 feet wide.
1073. What is the greatest depth to which they went? The greatest depth is 210 feet.
1074. With drives? The drives are out from the main shaft, from the 210-fect level.
107o. Have you had any other indications besides gold and silver ? Ho.
107(5, Ho copper? T have bad no copper.
1077. Are there any other men prospecting in the district who have been more successful than yourself?
No ; unless it is Mr. Edgar, of Errebendery, who found the Errebendery Reef.
1078. Has it been worked ? Tes; but is not at present working. _
1070. 1 s there any alluvial gold there ? No ; the only place 1 know of where they get alluvial is 34 miles 
north from here, in the direction of Mount Hope.
10S0. Do you look upon this as a district at all likely to develop into a mining field ? The country has 
not been prospected. It has simply been hcn-pecked by men walking over it and tapping a stone here 
and there.
1081. What are the prospects at Mount Hope? I have not been there for ten or twelve years. When
I was there it was a thriving place. It has gone down principally, I think, owing to the decrease in the 
price of copper. _
1082. Is there much copper ore there ? Tes, I think there is; hut I cannot speak with certainty about it.
1083. The mining prospects around here are not particularly bright ? At the present time they are not 
bright. There has been no prospecting done that would enable one to give a sound opinion in regard to 
the matter.

Mr. Robert McEwan, Lake Cudgellieo, sworn, and examined :—•
1084. Chairman.] How long have you been here ? Nearly twenty-three years. Mr.
1085. Mr. Ftif/an.] Tou wero manager of the mine here at one time ? Tes. R. McEwan.
1086. Can you give us any information in regard to it? Up to the period T left there were five distinct
lodes. 12 Sept,,1896.
1087. When did tho mine start? About twenty-three years ago.
1088. How far down are they ? About 200 feet. There were several managers there after I left. The 
whole of this conntry is more or less disturbed, but I do not think the disturbance will extend far down.
I think that when we get through the crust the disturbance will cease. The line of fracture is to the west.
The disturbance has not taken place where the mine is, but I tliink that tbe concussion from the 
disturbance has broken the upper formations. That was one cause, perhaps, why the lodes were not so 
rich as they would have been if they had been properly stratified. We had to take out a great amount of 
material. _
1089. Do yon think that below the disturbance a better formation will be met? Tes. ■
1090. What is the result of your crushing ? It averaged about half an ounce to the ton.
1091. Would that be payable ? Tes, under certain conditions.
1092. How long has the mine been closed? Nine or ten years.
1093. Why was it closed? After I left several managers succeeded me, aud they did not seem to develop 
the mine properly. There was a want of judgment iu the management, I think, though I do not say this 
to cast reflections upon the gentlemen concerned.
1094. None of the crushings returned more than half an ounce to tbe ton? No.
1095. Did any return less? No, not when I was there. Our reducing appliances were limited.
109G. Since then appliances have been invented which would give a hotter return ? Tes.
1097. Had you to contend with much water there? 1 had an 8|-inch lift, and I could always keep the 
mine free with that, though the pump had to go night and day.
10538. Is there plenty of water here for all the work that is necessary ? Tcs. '
1099. Have you a knowledge of the different strata about here ? Tes ; it is slate and sandstone—what we 
call mud-slate.
1100. Is there likely to he any paying mine found here ? I think so, if the conntry were properly 
prospected. I think that the whole of this belt is auriferous. We are in the same belt as Temora and 
Wyalong. The belt goes right across the continent.
1101. If the mine were properly taken up and managed, with the latest appliances, it would pay ? So far 
as my knowledge of the mine is concerned I should have no hesitation, if I had the capital, in starting 
to-morrow.
1102. How much capital would it take? At the very least about £8,000.
1103. Less than that would not do ? I would not undertake ic with less.
1104. Mr. Hassall.] Are tbe five reefs running parallel to each other? Tes.
1105. At what distance apart ? About 15 feet,
1106. What is the underlay ? They vary in the underlay.

1107.
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i ’a ^end of the reef? iS'orth and south, underlaying to the east.
1108. Were you working these reefs iu the one shaft ? Tes. '
11QQ. Chairman.] Can you speak of the lime deposits here? The whole of this lime is merely the last 
deposit of the marine action. There is no stratified lime, but the whole of the flats are underlaid with 
limestone of very good quality. I tested it by using it at the works.

^ou have everything to hand for the development of the mine except money? Tes.

MONDAY, 14 SEPTEMBER, 1896.
\_The Sectional Committee met at the Public Mall, Lake Cudgellieo, at 9‘30 a.m.J

ffvesmt: —

THOMAS THO MS 0 Is7 EWUN’G, Esq. (Chaibmah).
The Hon. William; Joseph Trickext. | Johh Lionel Peg as, Esq.

Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Mr. Duncan Erskine Maekellar, manager, Wooyeo Station, sworn, and examined:—
iwLwi?' ^r' Have you been long in the district? I have resided in the district for the last
._._^ r~ sixteen years, I have known it for the last twenty years.

14Sept. 1896 Pr0ores,3 has the district made in that time ? Considerable progress.
’ 1114. What is the size of the property which you manage? About 196,000 acres.

1115. Carrying how many sheep ? Tery few, because of the bad seasons. We have been carrying a 
large number of sheep. The average carrying capacity of the country would be between 50,000 and 
60,000 sheep. '

?° J011 81Jff'cr much from the rabbits? We bayc suffered a great deal from the rabbits since 1888. 
111/. Can you cope with them at all ? Tes ; we can keep them down on good country by netting and 
poisoning. We can keep them down as long as the country is good enough.
hhlS. Hate you subdivided your ruu into smaller paddocks for the purpose of protecting yourself against 
the rabbits ? Tes. We are consolidating and subdividing.
1119. And you find that in this way you can cope with the rabbits more easily? Tes. It is a mistake 
to have too big an area.
1120. In your opinion, is it easier to cope with the pest on small holdings than on large holdings ?
Tes. I should say that blocks of from 5,000 to 7,000 acres would be large enough. They would be quite 
as large as you would ■want, where you had to deal with the rabbits. ,
1121. Do you know the country through which the proposed line passes? I do not know much of the 
country north of Euabalong. I know all the conntry about Euabalong aud Condobolin on both sides of 
the river. Out west I only know it as far as Hillston.
1122. Do you think that the proposed line would benefit this part of the Colonv to any extent ? I 
consider that a railway anywhere within 20 or 40 miles of the town will benefit it. "
1123. The extension to Condobolin will be of benefit to you ? Tes, decidedly.
1124. Where do you send to from here? Our nearest mil way station is 120 miles distant. The extension 
of hue to Condobolin will bring us within 62 miles of a railwav.
112o. Hoiv far in the direction of Hillston will that extension benefit tbe countrv ? I should say that it 
ivould benefit tho country all the way to Hillston, and it will benefit tbe country on both sides for a con
siderable distance.
1] 26. Is the road from Hillston to Condobolin a better road to travel than that across to Whitton ? It is.
1127. What water supply is there on the Whitton Bead ? It is a very bad road, and goes through pine 
country. In wet seasons it is very boggy, and the track is bad. The only water there is in tanks.
1128. Have you had any experience of cultivation in this district? We have been cultivating for a 
number of years for the use of the station. Wc have fruit trees and a vegetable garden. I consider that

‘ the soil and the climate here will grow almost anything.
1129. With the natural rainfall ? Yes. The average rainfall for the last twenty-one vears has been 17'60
inches. '
1130. Save you any other evidence to give? A railway would bo of immense advantage to the district, 
by enabling us to dispose of our fat stock. In good seasons our stock route is so bad that we cannot get 
our stock to market in good condition. In bad seasons we cannot shift out stock at all, and the supplies 
and forage are only to be obtained at very high prices.
1131. Was it in consequence of the high price of forage that you started agriculture upon the station ? 
Tes ; we grow our own crop when we can. In really bad times we have no access to the railway, except 
over very bad roads. We are no better off in that respect now than wo were fifteen or sixteen years ago.
1132. Can you depend upon the seasons ? If we take a proper season we can get a fair crop. ^ We only 
missed last year, and then we got only half a crop. Last year was the worst season we have had on 
the river.
1133. What has been the return per acre ? Last year the return per acre would not he more than 10 cwts. 
In former years we have got 14- and 2 tons of hay to the acre.
1134. That would pay ? It would not pay well, Tou would want more than that.
1135. Do yon think that wheat-growing would pay about here ? 1 think so ; but I cannot speak personally
of wheat-growing, because we have never gone in for it. '
1136. ̂ What sort of a wool clip do you get, both as to quality and as to quantity ? It is very good wool
growing country—healthy sound country.
113/. Do you have to use salt? Yes, iu the back country, 20 or 30 miles from tbe river, where there 
is pme. On the frontage we do not use salt, because we have saltbush iu places.
1138. Do you think that the carrying capacity of this country would be increased if there wero a railway ? 
Ihe railway would not make any difference in the carrying capacity of the country, but the country would

be
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be more fully used if we had access to a marlvet. A much larger area would be put under crop if we had Hr’A,E'
the means of disposing of the produce. At the present time we are 120 miles from the nearest railway,
and that is a big handicap with bad roads. There are thousands of acres here which are fit for cultivation,
and a large area would be put under crop if wc had railway communication. p ''
1139. How would a line from Grenfell down towards the lake and then on to Hillston suit this part of the
country. Would it suit it better than a line running at the back of Euabalong ? I consider that it
would. I know the country from here to Forbes on both sides of the river, though 1 have never been to
Grenfell.
1140. That is good country ? Tes, I believe so. I have always heard it described as such.
1141. Do you know the country between Cudgellieo and Temora P Yes ; it is all good agricultural country.
1142. As good as tho country coming down from Condoholin ? It is not quite as good as tho frontage 
country ; but it is good country. It is something like the country down to Coolaman.
1143. The rainfall towards Temora is a little greater than it is here ? I should think so ; but I do not 
know.
1144. Which in your opinion, would be the better line ? For the requirements of Lake Cudgellieo aud 
the district, I should say a line coming down from Condobolm on the southern side of the river, or a line 
from Grenfell.
1145. Could there he a more suitable route than that proposed hy the Department ? By crossing at 
Condoholin and going down the southern side of the river to Lake Cudgellieo and Hillston the line would,
I tliink, serve tbe greater part of the people. '
1146. Do you think it would he worthwhile to take the railway beyond Hillston to Menindie or Broken 
Hill ? I cannot say, I should say that in the interests of the Colony at large, it would be an advantage.
1147. Even if we lost £40,000 a year upon it ? That would only be at the start. I tliink that eventually 
the line would pay. The land belongs to the Crown, and the railway would induce settlement.
1148. The railway would not get rid of the rabbits ? I think it would assist us to get rid of them,
because it would enable us to turn them into money. At Wbitton they send them to Sydney by the ,
truck load. We might find a market at Broken Hill for the fish from the Lake. '
1149. Which is the best land—that on on the river, or that lying further back ? For agricultural pur
poses that lying hack from the river. On the frontage, the land is subject to floods.
1150. Have you tried any cultivation by means of irrigation ? Ho.
1151. In your opinion why has the district gone hack? The only occupation here has been grazing.
The country is at present not suitable for anything but grazing, and farmers cannot succeed for want of 
access to market. Then, to, the rabbits have been a great trouble. They are the greatest trouble we have 
ever had, hut I think we shall see the end of them.
1152. Are any of the first selectors still here ? There arc a few of them still in the district, but not many.
1153. Was the land, thrown open after the 1884 Act, taken up, or was it abandoned P A good many of 
the resumed areas have been taken np ; but the selectors have sold out again and have left the district.
1154. Why ? Because they have been unable to make a living. Sheep farming is a failure here on 
2,560 acres with the seasons and markets that we have bad for the last ten years.
1155. I suppose that many of the selections have fallen back into the hands of the original lessees ? They 
have been sold, and there are a good many in the market now. Land can be bought here very cheaply if 
it is wanted,
1156. Mr. Triclcctt^] What is the lowest price per bushel at which it would pay to grow wheat here? A 
farmer at Gunbar told me that he could deliver wheat at Carrathool railway station for 2s. 2d. a bushel, 
and make it pay,
1157. How far would it have to be carried ? Thirty or 40 miles.
1158. Is tbe Gunbar land better than this? I do not think it is as good for agricultural purposes. It is 
open country.
1159. Can they use the roads in wet weather ? They have to study the seasons. The state of the roads 
is sometimes a drawback.
1160. Can you give us any instances of long delays ? Hot in connection with the drawing of wheat. I 
think that, as a rule, the farmers store tho wheat until the roads are fairly good, and then they take it to 
the railway.
1161. Is there anything else you would like to say ? Sydney is now almost our only market for fat stock, 
because the Victorian Stock Tax lias closed the ATctorian market to us.
1162. AVonld anything you produced he sent from here west towards Broken Hill, supposing a railway 
were extended in that direction P Fat stock ?
1163. Tes? 1 very much doubt it.
1164. Only wheat and flour would ho sent ? Flour might be sent,
1165. It is tho eastern connection that you value ? Yes. There might be a local demand.
1166. How much per acre docs it cost you to deal with the rabbits ? I consider that it takes about £250 
per annum to keep down tho rabbits on our holding. That does not include the cost of wire-netting.
1167. How many miles of rabbit-proof fencing have you on your property ? Fifty or 60 miles altogether.
It costs on the average about £60 a mile. “ J
1168. The cost of the netting itself would bo about £33 a mile ? More than that—between £38 and £40.
1169. That would make £2,400 for netting? Yes, for 60 miles of fencing. Of course you must 
remember that many of the fences were erected specially to deal with the rabbits.
1170. "Would 3d, an acre be sufficient to put down as the cost of killing the rabbits ? That would he 
nearer it.
1171. What do you do with your fat stock ? Since the rabbits came we have had no fat stock. In former *
years large numbers went to the Melbourne market.
1172. You cannot send any to Melbourne now? Ho, because of the Stock Tax.
1173. Mr. Hassall.'] In your opinion will not the rabbits he an annual charge upon the land? Yes, as 
long as there is a large area of waste Crown lands. The only way of dealing with tho rabbits is by sub
dividing the country, and unless tho country is good it does not pay to fence it. On the average we take 
from 7 to 10 acres of the Crown land to carry a sheep.
1174. That is why a lot of the country on the northern side of the river has been thrown up ? The cost 
of keeping the rabbits down has been more than the countrv is worth.

286 («)—E " 1175.
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MAcKe'llar ^?re large area of country which is now practically useless, and there is no prospect of a
^ , ' return being obtained from it P Kot until a large amount of money has been spent in improvements.

14Sept. 1896 ^lc stock routes here are so bad that when we have sheep we cannot drive them to the railway and keep 
1 ’ ‘ them in condition. "

1170. Mr. Trichett^ How would you view au Act of Parliament making it compulsory for tho holders of 
the laud to deal with rabbits P I consider that the great failure of the present law is due to the want of 
compulsory legislation. If every landowner were compelled to kill the rabbits on his run that would 
lessen the evil very much.
1177. But it would be necessary for the Crown to deal with their land? Tes; there are many men 
whose land adjoins unoccupied Crown lands who cannot afford to fence, but who could afford to poison 
the rabbits upon their own land. The Crown land, however, serves as a breeding place from which the 
adjoining land is constantly stocked.
1178. Are you troubled with noxious weeds ? \Tc have the Bathurst burr, and weeds of that kind; hut 
no poisonous weeds,
1179. The great thing against the district is the presence of the rabbits ? Tes; they have been a trouble
for some years. "
1180. Mr. Fegan?\ And the absence of railway communication? ’Well, without railway communication 
the small selector cannot thrive. There are lots of tilings which we could turn into money if we had a 
railway. For instance, there is any quantity of good pine here for which there might be a market at 
Broken Hill. "We could send a great deal of pine away from tins district. Coining from Condobolin the 
Committee passed through the following runs:—North Condobolin, G-ulgoa, Kiacatoo,Booberoi, Euabalong, 
Errebendery, and Wooyeo.

Mr. Albert Henry Connor Yolkman, farmer, near Lake Cudgellieo, sworn, and era-mined:—
1181, G]mirman^ What area have you ? 1,245 acres.

— ' 1182, How long have you been here ? Just past five years.
14 Sept., 1896.1188- What have you been growing on your farm ? lam experimenting to a great extent. I find that 

the soil is capable of producing almost anything that the farmer requires for his own use or for market.
1184. What will it produce ? Wheat, hay, grapes, and fruit.
1185. What area of wheat have you experimented with ? Fifteen acres.
1186. What returns have you had ? Last season we could not put in a reasonable area because the
country was very heavily timbered ; but my first return induced me to extend my area. It showed me 
that wheat could he grown at a profit either for grain or hay, supposing a market were obtainable here. 
My estimated average return is about 15 bushels per acre. That is for four years including last year, 
when the season was exceptionally bad. Last year I had only 6 acres ; but tbe crop turned out remark
ably well. Fifteen bushels per acre is very good for this climate. My soil, which I think is typical of 
the soil in the district generally, is fairly good, as I can prove by an analysis which I obtained when I first 
came here. ’
1187. What could you afford to grow wheat for here? That ia a very difficult question. I maintain
that wheat can he grown at a profit in conjunction with other work, and it would not take a very large 
area to support a man and his family. "
1188. What could you afford to grow wheat for ? I think it could be grown very profitably for 3s. Cd. 
a bushel, provided there were railway communication to a market, and that tbe place of delivery was not 
so far distant as to make the freight absorb a great part of tbe price.
1189. Three shillings and sixpence a bushel delivered at Labe Cudgellieo would pay? Tes.
1190. How far could you afford to carry tbe wheat to a railway station ? Thirty or 40 miles. When I 
spoke of 3s. 6d. a bushel paying, ] had in my mind a bolding of 1,000 acres, which, in my opinion, would 
maintain a family in any part of the district. Unless you had a large areait would be impossible to make 
a living with wheat at 2s, 2d. a bushel.
1191. If a man had 1,000 acres, how much would he cultivate for wheat ? About 100 acres, and his 

' average yield would be about 12J bushels to the acre.
1192. For that wheat he would get a gross return of about £225 or £2 2s. an acre ? Tes.
1193. What would it cost him to cultivate an acre? If he sowed evenly, thinly, and early, he would require 
about If- bushel to the acre, and that would cost about 4s. Gd.
1194. What would tbe rest of the work cost ? The cost of ploughing, harrowing, and sowing the seed 
would be about 15s, an acre. After he had gone on for several years it would cost less.
1195. Can you give us the average cost ? Taking everything into consideration, he could not cultivate for 
less than 15s. an acre. That is not including seed.
1196. Including seed the cost would be 19s. 6d. an acre? Tes. Then he would have to garner his crop. 
This is a new district, and here I think that would cost 5s. or 6s. an acre.
1197. Taking it at 5s. 6d. an acre, the total expenditure would be 25s, an acre, and the return £2 2s. an
acre ? Tes. . .
1198. What about your fruit trees? I find that nearly any variety of fruit-tree will grow well in this 
district, and I am of opinion that fruit can be grown at a profit. The binds that do remarkably well are 
the deciduous kinds, vines thrive luxuriously, so much so that I am extending my area, because I con
sider that the outlay will be very profitable.

What sort of land is your selection ? It is composed of a red loam,
1200. What was the timber ou it originally ? Tarranand pine.
1201. Have you any water close to whore you are ? There is an overflow from the river into a small lake 
called the “ Sheet o’ Water."
1202. A line running from here direct north to the Lachlan would pass west of vour holding ? North bywest. i , => j
1203. Have you had any experience in farming? I have been brought up upon the land. I have been 
experimenting in connection with soils and their cultivation, and the thoroughness of systems, almost ever 
since I have been able to think about tho matter.
1204. Where did you get your experience in the first instance ? At Sandhurst.
1205. Were you farming there ? My father was.
1206. How does this land compare witli that of Sandhurst? Yery favourably. 1207.
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1207. Do you tliink that wheat will do as well here as in tho Bendigo district? Tes; I have recently
been in that district, and I find the soil here is much better. ^
1208. Therefore, with a good means of communication to a market the farmer could live here? Tes. 14jggg
\Tkc witness here produced a return dated April, 1893, giving an analysis of soil made hy the Depart- ’* '
merit of Mines. The analysis showed that the soil was well suitable for the purposes of agriculture.']
1209. "What is the country like, going north from the Lachlan to Mount Hope ; say, for the first 20 
miles ? The country from Euabalong to Mount Hope is good average soil right through. There are several 
places were there is a little mallee ; but this is not a material disadvantage. There aro soils in the mallee 
which X contend are equal to almost any of the red soils on or about the Lachlan River. At Mount Hope 
you get into a granitic formation. The average rainfall out there is only 17t inches. I have found that 
fruit-trees, vines, and cereals can be grown there just as well as here.
1210. Do you think that the country between Euabalong and Mount Hope is as good as that about Lake 
Cudgellieo ? Yes, mi the average.
1211. Do you know anything about the mineral deposits of Mount Hope? The country is metalliferous 
right through.
1212. Has it been proved that the deposits arc permanent? I think so. Mount Hope has been open 
since 1881, and they have been working there almost continuously since that time. The deposits seem to 
be fairly good, and regularly defined. There is a branch line of the same lode at South Mount Hope, and 
I think that it is likely to prove permanent. That district would verv materially assist a railway. Its 
present exit is to Cobar, 84 miles distant. The whole of the country lying north between Condobolin and 
Hillston is comprised within resumed areas. The rabbits there have to a great extent eaten themselves out, 
aud a railway 'would probably allow people to take up the country and make decent homes upon it. As for 
the mallee country, very much of it is good ; though some of it is not fit for occupation, because tbe sand 
upon it is too deep.

Mr. Robert Orr, pastoral tenant, Tjake Cudgellieo, sworn, and examined:—
12\%. Mr. Trickcit.] What is your area ? 30,000 acres. Mr. E. Orr.
12] 4. Dow much of it is leasehold, and how much freehold ? It is all leasehold.
1215. How long have you been in the district? (Since 1SSL 14Sept., 1896
1216. Havo you been carrying out farming operations? 1! have been engaged principally in grazing.
1217. What number of stock have you ? From 5,000 to 7,000 sheep, as a rule, aud some cattle and
horses.
1218. What farming do ynu do ? We grow hay for our own use.
1219. Where is your place ? At Wargambegal, about 6 miles from Lake Cudgellieo.
1220. What has been your experience iu this district ? 1 came hero with money, and 1 will leave it 
without any. Tho rabbits have been the cause of my fall.
1221. When did they come here ? In 1887 or 1888.
1222. Up to then you got on fairly ■well ? Yes. The first year I took delivery I paid £40 a ton for chaff.
There was a general drought throughout the district then.
1223. What did you do with your stock during the first three years ? From 1882 to 1887 tho stock did 
fairly well.
1224. Where was your market ? Sydney and Victoria.
.1225. You used to be able to drive your stock in those days ? We generally sold them as stores.
1226. You did not go in for fat stock ? .No.
■1227. How did your wool go to Sydney ? From Junee. Whitton is now our nearest station ; but when 
the lino is extended to Condobolin wo will send there.
1228. Do you think that but for the rabbits you would havo got on fairly well ? Yes; I am sure of it.
1229. Until the rabbits came you did fairly well ? Yes. I tbink every man in Riverina has had the same 
experience as I have had.
1230. What are your views with regard to the proposed extension of the railway ? South of the proposed 
line there is a great deal of good agricultural land which could be turned into use. It is only a rabbit 
warren at tbe present time. I have bad a lot of experience iu Australia as a farmer, and for wheat 
growing this climate is as good as any I know of in Australia.
1231. And the rainfall too ? Yes. Every part of the world has its drawbacks. In some places you get 
too much rain, and in other places not enough. During the last fifteen years I have had only two failures 
of crops—last year, and in 1882,
1232. Have you ever gone in for wheat growing as a means of living ? Not in this district. There is no 
market for wheat here.
1233. You Itave had experience of wheat growing in other districts ? Yes.
1234. Where? At Kyneton in Victoria.
1235. Were you successful there ? Fairly successful. No farmer is entirely successful. "We made a 
fair living. I thoroughly understand the business.
1236. And you are able to say that this would be a good wheat-growing country ? I thiuk that a better 
class of wheat would be grown here than is grown at Kyneton. Wet country docs not grow the samo 
class of wheat as dry eouutry.
1237. At what price per bushel could a man afford to grow wheat? With the facilities we have for 
puti.ing it in, from 2s. 6d. to 3s. a bushel would pay. '
1238. What area would a man require to make a living on? In the present state of Eiverina the smaller 
a holding is, and tho better improved, the more likely is a man to make a living on it. ],600 acres is quite 
enough for a man to have. Any man who has more than 1,600 acres cannot cope with the rabbits.
1239. Did you agree with what Mr. Maekellar said iu regard to the cost of dealing with the rabbits ?
No. I do not think 1 could cope with the rabbits with an.expenditure of 2s. 6d. an acre. I would not 
take 10s. au aero and undertake to cope with the rabbits in this locality. If you offered me 10s. an aero 
to eradicate tbe rabbits on 320 acres of ground, I would not accept the contract.
1240. Do you tliink that tho holders of land should bo compelled to deal with the rabbits? I would not 
make it compulsory. If they do not, deal with tho rabbits, tho rabbits will deal with them. If you levied 
a small tax upon every inhabitant of New South Wales, and gave a small bonus for the destruction of the

rabbits,
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Mr. E. Orr. rabbits, you would mate every man, woman, and child a rabbiter. I bave jaded everything except fencing, 
and I find everything a failure. In Victoria if you fence in your holding the rabbit inspector has no 

14 Sept. ,1896. coutroi over yOU .
1241. But you tbink some compulsory legislation is necessary ? Yes; but I think that the only satisfac
tory way of dealing with the pest is to offer bonuses for the destruction of rabbits. .... .
1242. A close population wronld deal with them ? I do not think so. The population in this town is
prettv thick, but sometimes you see the rabbits running about the streets like fowls. I have seen the 
same thing at Hillston, at Mossgiel, and at Ivanhoe. _
1243. 'With small holdings and better means of communication you think there is a fair chance for a man
to make a living in this district? Yes. At the present time a man with 100 sheep cannot afford to drive 
them to Whitton. The expense is great, and there is also a considerable loss of condition. With a 
railway be could afford to send his sheep away, and he would then bo able to pay a higher rent for 
his land. . *
1244. If you had fenced in your land, could you have destroyed the rabbits ? I could have reduced tbeir
number ; but they will be an everlasting tax. .
1245. You do not think you could suppress them, even on a 30,000-acre block ? I am certain that I could 
not. I am going to throw up half my holding.
1240. Are you going to fence the other half? Yes.
1247. Have you any water on your property ? Only in tanks. _ _ .
1248. Do you consider this expensive country" to clear? It is expensive. All timbered country is expen
sive to clear, but, as a rule, the thicker the timber the better the country.
1249. What will it cost to clear this country? I should tbink from £1 to 25s, an acre on the average. 
In some places it would not cost so much. There would be no engineering difficulties in tho way of 
bringing a railway here from Condobolin.

Mr. Joseph Campbell, farmer and grazier, Euabalong Station, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. 1250. Mr. Fegim."] How much land do you hold ? 25,000 acres.

J, Campbell. 1251. How long have you bad it ? Eor ten years.
---------- v 1252. What kind of land is it ? It is good red chocolate soil. It is good country generally; but tbe back

I4Sept., 1896. portion of the run is scrubby and covered with mallee.
1253. Have you anything under cultivation? At the present time we have over 300 acres under 
cultivation.
1254. Under wheat ? Yes, and oats. _
1255. Have you tried wheat for any length of time ? Yes; for the last eight years. _
125(5. Have you been successful with it ? Yes; in every season but 1888, Last year I had a fair crop, 
and I was able to strip 8 bushels to the acre.
1257. Do you call that a fair crop ? Yes ; in such a season as last. An avoragccrop would be from 12 
to 14 bushels. In 1884 I had IS bushels to the acre.
1258. Do yau grow much hay ? Tins year I will use most of my crop for hay. I expect to have
200 tons. '
1259. What is the market value of that hay ? A.t the present time it would be worth £7 per ton.
12(50. What is tbe average price you have received for wheat ? In 1884 I. stripped 1,000 bags; but I 
could not sell it even at Is. (id. a bushel. I sent forty bags of English barley and ten bags of wheat to 
Sydney, and my net return was £10. I sold the balance for Is. 9d. to a storekeeper at the lake.
1261. What would be a paying price ? With the.appliances 1 have now I could make wheat growing pay 
at 3s., or a little less, per bushel. I daresay it would pay at 2s. Gd. a bushel.
1262. If you got that price, would you extend your area? Yes. •
1263. Have you any sheep in your run ? 9,000, including Iambs.

.1264. How many acres are there to a sheep ? When 1 came here, and for the first three or four years, I 
was carrying 18,000 sheep ; but during the last few years the rabbits and the drought have reduced the 
number of my sheep to 9,000, and I am barely able to carry that number. I put the greater part of the 
blame upon the rabbits.
1265. How many acres do you give for depasturing your sheep ? At least 4 acres to the sheep. V\ ith 
ordinary seasons it is different.
1266. Were the rabbits on. your holding when you came here ? Ho; but they came shortly afterwards. 
I fenced the whole of the boundary with wire netting. Some of the fences cost £70 a mile. Since then 
I have subdivided the holding into several paddocks.
1267. You can copo with the rabbits now? They are still bad ; but I keep working at them.
1268. Do you think that compulsory destruction of rabbits should he insisted upon? Every man who 
holds land should be compelled to keep the rabbits down, and so should the Crowu. Some men here do 
nothing to destroy the rabbits, and as soon as I get my rabbits killed rabbits come on from other land.
1269. Where do you send your produce ? This year I am sending my wool to Whitton.
1270. What do you pay for carriage ? £3 a ton.
1271. When the railway comes to Condobolin you will pay less ? Yes.
1272. Do you tliink that with a railway here it would make things better for you ? Yes, a great deal.
1273. Would it conduce to further settlement? Yes. _ _
1274. In the first place it would reduce the cost of carriage? Yes. _
1275. In this way it would enable you to get your fencing materials and other supplies more cheaply, and
would give you better facilities for sending produce to market ? Yes. _ _
1276. Do you think that the line would pay iu the course of time? Yes. I thiuk that if a line camo
here a large number of farmers would settle in tbe district. I do not see why men should not do as well
here as elsewhere where they have not got such good land.
1277. If you had railway communication, would you have much more stock upon your land than you have 

- now? l”have stock which I would send to the Sydney market, but which I cannot now get away. IE a
drought sets in we cannot get our stock away, and they die.
1278. How far should the line be taken ? I tbink it should go to Hillston at any rate.
1279. By the original route or by the deviation ? J would be jp favour of the southern route.

1280.
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1280. There are no engineering difficulties in the way of constructing the lino? Ho. There would have _^1',,
to be a bridge at Condobolin. i J- CttrnPbe11*
1281. Tou do not care what kind of railway is made so long as it serves your purposes? I think the '““-‘'“"V
cheaper the line the better. HSept.,1696.
1282. Have you farmed elsewhere r No. _
1283. Tou have been fairly successful P Tes; aud I would havo done well if it bad not been for the rabbits.
1284. Even without a railway ? Tes; but the railway would have been a great boon.
1285. I understand that you have been successful in growing potatoes? Tes. 1 bave also grown peas 
and other vegetables.
128G. Where is your market? I have only a local market.
1287. If everybody grew for the local market ? Then there would be no return,
3288. How is your bolding watered? I have a frontage to the Lachlan and to the Booberoi Creek.
1289. Every landholder is not so fortunately situated as you are ? No,
1290. How do the others get on ? Some of them have good tanks.
1291. How deep have you to sink in order to get water ? I should think you could get water at a depth 
of 80 or 100 ft.
1292. What is the price of sinking? About £1 a foot for the first 100 ft.
1293. Do you agree with previous witnesses in regard to the treatment of rabbits ? Babbits are much 
more easily kept down on some runs than on others. I think that I could prevent the rabbits from doing 
much harm on my 25,000 acres. We will always have the rabbits. About £4,000 has been spent upon 
wire netting already, and with that and an annual expenditure of £200 I can keep tbe rabbits down.
1294. Chairman."] That would be a total annual expenditure of about £600 ? Tes. Those who bave not 
been in this part of the Colony do not know what we have to contend with. Hood country is being totally 
destroyed.
1295. Do you know anything about tbe Mount Hope country ? I have been there from Euabalong.
1296. With railway communication, what is the smallest holding that a man could live upon? A man
could live upon 1,000 acres fairly well. If he had a ready market he could live upon 640 acres. .
1297. That would be with mixed farming and sheep breeding ? Tes.

TUESDAY, 15 SEPTEMBEli, 1896.

[The Sectional Committee met at Merri-Merrigal Homestead at 8'30 a.m.]

present:— '
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Cjiaibman).

Tho Hon. William Joseph Trickktt. [ John Lionel Eegan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.

Tho Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

jMi\ John Broatch, manager for Messrs. John Sanderson & Co., Merri-Merrigal Station, sworn, and
examined:—

1298. Chairman?} How long have you been here ? About twenty months.
3299. Do you know the lower Lachlan generally ? Tes.
1300. What is the full area of the company’s holding ? There are 40,000 acres on Moolmain; 48,000 acres 
on North Euabalong ; 80,000 acres on North Wooyeo ; 243,000 acres on Merri-Merrigal; 40,000 acres 
on Uabba; and 80,000 on Moolbong.
1301. How much of tins land is in the Central Division and how much in the Western Division? All 
these holdings, with the exception of Merri-Merrigal, are iu the Western Division and Moolmain,
1302. What is your tenure in the Western Division? Twenty-one years. We do not occupy the 
resumed areas at all. The resumed areas are not included in the figures I have given you.
1303. How is the land between Euabalong and the Willandra Billahong held? About half the area is 
held by the squatters under leases terminating in 1918 ; tbe residue is in the hands of the State and is 
not occupied.
1304. What kind of country is it ? The soil is a sandy loam. It is all covered with dense pine and other 
scrubs.
3305. 3s there any mulga ? There is none in this district. Along the frontage it is all box flats.
3306. The frontage on the northern side of the river is inferior to this land ? Tes.
1307. It is backed up with pine and mallee? Tes.
1308. Does that conntry extend far back ? The malice extends right through to Mount Hope.
1309. What would it cost to render the sandy country fit for the plough ? I do not think it would take 
very much to make tiie country that is covered with pme scrub fit for the plough.
1310. W’hat proportion of pine scrub is there ? I suppose about two-thirds is pine scrub. It is all fit for 
wheat growing, except the country on the ranges.
1311. la there a large area between Euabalong and Willandra which is fit for wheat growing? Tes.
1312. As much as we saw on the southern side of the road coming down yesterday ? Tcs ; though there 
arc not so many ranges or hills.
1313. There are some hundreds of thousands of acres fit for wheat growing? Tes.
.1314. Have you seen country under wheat in other parts of this Colony or Victoria ? Tes.
3315, Is the soil in Victoria as good as this? Tes.
1310 Is it as easily rendered ready for ploughing? T do not know.
1317. This country is rabbit infested ? It is heavily infested.
1318. What would it cost per mile to put up a rabbit-proof fence ? £50 or £60. That is a new fence.
1319. If you had tho fence up, what would it cost you to net it? About £40 a mile.
1320. What proportion of Merri-Merrigal is freehold? About 40,000 acres.

Mr.
3, Broatch, 

15ScpM896.

1321,
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■, ■o3^' -l 1321. Wliat is the extent of the resumed area ? About 110,000 acres. We have an occupation license 
' of tbe other half. ... .
16Seotll?6 ■ Will you describe the country on Merri-Merrigal ? On the river, which is where the freehold is 

- *’ ■ ‘ situated, we have black-soil country, suitable for agriculture or for pastoral occupation, but most suitable
for the latter. . _
1323. That country extends 3 or 4 miles back ? About 4 miles back. A good deal of it is liable to be
flooded when the river is high. .
1324. What about the land at the back ? It is pine country, with red soil. It runs about 30 miles south,
1325. Speaking generally, is it suitable for the growing of wheat ? Yes.
132G. Is it as good or better than the land to the north ? I think it is somewhat better.
1327. The rabbit trouble exists there? Yes.
1328. What is the rainfall here ? On the average, about 18 inches.
1329. Is that sufficient for wheat in this soil ? Yea.
1330. Have you seen crops grown in this vicinity ? Yes.
1331. Have they been successful ? To a great extent, though there have been failures.
1332. Is it as safe here as in other parts where wheat-growing has proved successful? I would not like 
to say that, because wc have not the rainfall; but it is seldom that there ia a failure.
1333. Do you believe that there is sufficient rainfall here to grow wheat? Yes. 1 have been fifteen years 
on the Lachlan, and I have only seen one failure. Every year, except one, wc have had a very good crop. ,
1334. What would the return be ? We only go in for hay-growing. I cannot tell you what tho yield
would be per acre. We bave had about 2 tous to the acre. _
1335. You have lived at Mossgiel? I have lived at Moolbong, which is half way between Mossgiel and 
Hillston. That is all good land.
1336. What is the rainfall there? About 15 inches. _
1337. Would there be failures in the crop there? They have been pretty successful; but only on picked 
spots of land. I think that country wants a heavier rainfall than this country.
1338. Can you express any opinion upon the country through from Lake Cudgellieo ? No.
1339. This country could at one time be pretty heavily stocked ? Yes. _
1340. What effect has the coming of the rabbits had upon its carrying capacity ? I reckon that if we did 
not expend money in keeping down the rabbits, they would take possession altogether, and the carrying 
capacity would be nil. Even with the money that we bave spent, the rabbits have reduced the carrying 
capacity of tbe country about 30 per cent. Wc are doing all that is possible to keep them down.
1341. AVI)at additional expense in fencing has the coming of the rabbits entailed upon Merri-Merrigal ?
About £11,000. , _
1342. What is your yearly outlay upon the rabbits ? About £500. _
1343. The £11,000 represents not only the cost of fencing and improvements, but tho cost of killing tho 
rabbits for a number of years ? Yes.
1344. What has been the cost of the wire netting ? About £8,000.
1345. How many acres have you dealt with ? 200,000.
1346. This expenditure has simply checked the rabbits ? That is all. Unless we kept on spending money
the carrying capacity of the run would, in the course of a few years, be nil. _
1347. Supposing you spent £1,000 a year on the rabbits ? We would be able to do a little more; but
we would not eradicate them. , ,
1348. Will they never be kept perfectly in check until the holdings are small ? My experience is that 
the bigger the holding the better the rabbits are kept down, because there is more money at command.

■ The subdivisions should be small.
1349. Has the pine scrub increased much of late years ? Yes, on resumed areas.
1350. It has grown up within the last ten or twelve years ? Within about twelve years. Of course 

’. . once the pine is 11 rung” it is done with,
1351. What does the ringing and the scrubbing cost ? From 2s. 4d. to 2s. fid. an acre.
1352. The resumed area, where it is covered with pine scrub, would havo to be “rung” at a cost of 2s. 4d. 
an acre before it would carry anything ; and it would have to be fenced to keep off tho rabbits ? Yes.
1353. What i# the extent of the resumed areas adjoining Merri-Mlerrigal ? There are about 1,200,000 
acres in one block. Immediately west from our purchased land there is a great tract of country running 
down south about 30 miles, and out to the east, embracing that area. That country is at present the 
homo of the rabbit and the wild'dog, and is covered with pine.
1354. Would that country be fit for wheat-growing if people could get it cheaply ? The greater part of
it is wheat country. ‘ . .
1355. It would pay people to put in wheat if they had the means of communication ? Yes. _
1356. Under present conditions no one will look at this country ? It has been lying there since 1884, 
and no one has looked at it. It extends from the Lachlan to within 20 miles of the Murrumbidgee.
1357. Is there not any land within 20 miles of Hay ? Tbe land along the Hay line is taken up ; but, 20 
miles back, this land has not been taken np. The country I speak of is very much the same class of 
country they ere growing wheat on at Hillston.
1358. Do you think that if a railway were put through this country it would be taken up ? A good deal 
of it would be taken up. Around places like Hillston I suppose a- few thousand acres would be taken up.
I do not know exactly what the country is like between Forbes and Euabalong. There might be settle
ment along there.
1359. Where does your wool go ? To Whitton. _ _ .
1360. Where will it go after the completion of the line to Condobolin ? I think to Condobolin; but that 
will depend upon the railway rates.
1361. How far is it from here to Condobolin ? About 94 miles. _
1362. And from here to Whitton? From the Shed it is about 90 miles. The road to Condobolin is tho 
better, because it is close to the river.
1363. What do you do with your fat stock ? We scud them to market; but generally they leave this
place fat, and before they get to the railway they are stores, _ _
1364. Mr. JlassaU.] Will the extension of the line to Condoholin be of advantage to you in this respect? 
Yes; because we should havtj belter country through which to drive our stock.
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1365. Chairman.] From a pastoralist’s standpoint a railway would give you cheaper carriage for your 
wool, and would enable you to dispose of your fat s'nek to better advantage? Yes.
]36G. From the agricultural standpoint, agriculture so far from a railway as this is impossible, but the 
soil is good enough ; and there is sufficient rainfall lo produce crops with certainty ? Yes.
1367. The State has here a vast area of land which is fit for occupation, and you believe that if good 
terms were offered to selectors a large part of it would be taken up ? Yes.
136S. This State' property is at present tbe home of dogs and rabbits, and is covered with pine scrub,- and 
must remain in this condition until it is taken up? Yes.
1369. What is your idea with regard to tbe compulsory destruction of tbe rabbits ? I am greatly in 
favour of it. The Government, of course, should take tbe responsibility of killing the rabbits upon Crown 
lands. I think that if the provisions of the original Act had been in force, the rabbits would not have 
done so much harm. .

Mr. _ 
■J. Broatch.

15SepMSB6.

TUESDAY, 15 SEPTEMBER, 1896.

\_The Sectional Committee met at the Homestead, Hunihawong, at S y>.w.]

present:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. William Joseph Thickett. | John Lionel Fkoan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Mr. Alexander Gumming, homestead lessee, sworn, and examined:—
1370. Chairman.'] How long have you been in this district? Since 1870—Twenty-six years. » ■
1371. M.r. Triclcett^] Do you know the country from Condobolin Coming along tbe route of the proposed
line? Yes, and for 50 miles beyond this place. IsgT^lTOS
1372. Will you describe the country through which tbe proposed line would pass ? For the first 20 miles ***'’ '
out of Condobolin 1 should say it would go through swampy land, 10 miles out from tbe proposed line ■
there is good high land, but close to the line the land is not adapted for agriculture. It is too swampy.
.1.373. Is the good land you speak of red soil country? Yes. There are a good many hills there.
1374. What is the character of the limber? Pine, box, and yarran. I am speaking of the country out 
from the line. The line itself is mostly on the plains. For the next 20 miles the line would go through 
fair, high, red land—open pine country—though it lias nearly all been ringbarked. From there on it is 
mallee for between 40 and 50 miles, until you get to Eoto. Some of it is good malice, and some of it is 
very had. Further on as far as J, know it is good, high, red ground. That is from Eoto out to Trida.
1375. How does the country along the deviation compare with the country along the proposed route?
The land is better for agricultural purposes. I do not like the laud along the river frontage for agriculture.
You want to get further hack if you require good wheat land.
1376. Within what distance of the river is the land suitable for agriculture? Within about 8 miles of
the river. To within 20 miles of the Mumimbidgoe it is good agricultural land, except on tbe hills. .
1377. Do you consider the southern route hy way of Euabalong and Lake Cudgellieo as preferable to tho 
northern route ? I do not like that route at all from Condobolin. I think you could tap tho country 
more easily hy coming from Temora, and in that way you would go through better land.
1378. But of the two routes from Condobolin which would be the better? IJndoubtedlv the southern 
route, by reason of the character of the land, and because the country is in the Central Division, and 
therefore more available for selection. The country in the Western Division would not be available 
without special legislation.
1379. Wiiat prospect is there for close settlement and farming in this district ? When you get out on 
the plains I do not think the country is good for anything else except farming. It is all good wheat-land, 
and would maintain a population if means were provided for getting away the produce. They could grow 
wheat at a profit for 2s. or 2s. 3d. a bushel.
1380. Hoiv many acres do you think there would be available for wheat-growing? Between Temora and
this place I think they reckon that, taking out the hills, there are 3 to 4,000,000 acres suitable for 
wheat-growing. '
1381. There is ample country if only there were a market? Yes.
1382. What is the present position of this district ? If things do not mend, everyone in it will have to go 
down, unless the price of wool and stock go up permanently.
13S3. Why ? Because those who have conditional purchases cannot affiord to pay Is. an acre for their land.
The country will not maintain enough stock to allow them to pay that price, and it is too expensive to grow 
wheat, because of the distance from market.
1384. Why has there been such a terrible collapse in this district? Because of the drop in the prices of 
wool and fat sheep.
1385. And because of the had seasons ? I do not think that the seasons are any worse than they were, 
although tho rabbits have deteriorated the grazing capabilities of the country. They growl at this season, 
but it is no worse than 1876 was.
1386. The district generally has decidedly gone back? It is going down hill, except where people are near 
a railway station, and are able to make money out of their surplus wheat. The others are all going down 
hill. There are scores of selections about the Lake which you could buy for 5s. an acre, although 14s. aud 
15s. an acre has been paid them. The banks have scores of properties there which you could get at a 
considerable reduction upon what they havo advanced.
1387. Do you see any means of improving this state of things ? The only hope I have is in wheat. I 
think that wheat could be grown here at a profit, hut a man starting must be in a position to live a year 
upon the land, and to buy all the machinery necessary. A. man could Iteep a farm going with £200 at the 
present price of machinery; but he could not start without having at least £300 or £400.
1388. He would want from £300 to £500 as a stand by ? Yes. . '

1389.
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. „^T‘. 1389. What do you think it would cost to clear the pine scrub? I think that with stump-jumping ploughs
‘ ^3‘ or an acre ’"’'ould clear it. They just cut the timber down enough to let the stripper go over it, and

16Sept 1896 ^en> V1 the course of a year or tiro, the stump-jumper takes it all out. The rainfall iiere is better than
’ the rainfall in the mallee district of Victoria, and the land is better.

1390. What area have they there? The average area there would not bo more that Gl'O acres. Some,like 
Mr, Lascelles, have more.
1391. Do you think that a man could live on that area ? Yes ; but on no smaller area.
1392 Will he have to farm the whole of his land ? iNb ; he would have to spell some of it, and in times of 
drought he would have to feed his stock with straw.
1393. A great many witnesses have put down the depression in this district to the rabbits ? They have
done no injury to agriculture in this district, and with a larger population, although there would always 
be a few rabbits, there would not he much to fear. I would not be frightened of the rabbits if all 
my neighbours did as much as I do—the Crown included. _
1394. Are the rabbits as troublesome now as they used to be? No ; because we have learnt how to deal 
with them. The poisoned pollard has been the most effective means. Last year, with the assistance of 
the drought, we destroyed 90 per cent, of them, and it would take them two years even if they '.sere 
let alone to breed up again.
1395. Closer settlement must be of very slow development in this district, and in the meantime the 
pastoral country must be subject to the rabbit pest ? I tbink that if a railway were to come to Hillston 
a lot of this land would be rushed by Victorian and South Australian selectors. They arc only getting 8 
bushels to the acre where we get 14 bushels.
139G. Mr. MassaU.] This land is practically unknown to them ? They really do not know anything 
about it. ” '
1397. Mr. TricJcett.] If 1,000 men took up selections here, that would absorb only 640,000 acres ? Year by 
year the number of selectors would increase. There are men now cultivating 100 to 150 acres who, if they 
could get their produce away, would treble and quadruple their area. .If I bad a railway within two days’ 
waggon drive, I would start wheat growing as soon as 1 could get the proper machinery.
1398. You think that the great thing toirncQurnge settlement is good means of communication ? I think 
so. That is the only help for this district. The Lachlan valley is one of the future granaries of the

' world. I did not commence as a wheat man at all; but I see now that there is nothing else for it,
. 1399. As you have not been very prosperous as a grazier, you would go in for wheat growing, supposing

you could get a market ? I wrouId go in for wheat to try and save myself. Of course, a man growing 
wheat on a 10,000-acro block with the leases we have would be better off than a man in the Central 
Divivion who paid Is. an acre for bis land. We only pay Ijd. per acre per annum.
1400. A good many witnesses have favoured the compulsory destruction of rabbits—what is your opinion
on the subject? I believe in every man killing his own rabbits : but you might make legislation so severe 
as to ruin the poor man. If the destruction of rabbits was made compulsory, the Crown should be made 
responsible for the rabbits upon Crown land. *
1401. If half a dozen people neglected to destroy the rabbits, their laud would become a breeding place 
from which their neighbours’land would be supplied? Yes. Everyone should be compelled to do his 
share; but nothing will ever rectify matters until we have local boards worked in the same way as the 
Stock Board is worked.
1402. Mr. HassalL] Do you not thiuk it would be as well to give the Stock Board control of this matter ? 
Well the Stock Board is not much good. We are asked to give our opinions, hut no one ever knows 
whether they are taken or not. About every two months we have a meeting and discuss all sorts of 
questions, and there is an end to it,
1403. ilfr. 2'ricJcfitt.] Do you know anything about the mining resources of the district ? There is any 
quantity of copper at Mount Hope ; but fuel is rather expensive there now.
1404. Mount Hope would be about 25 miles from the proposed railway ? Yes.
1405. Would the railway be of any use in bringing fuel to the mines? I should not think so. The 
railway would help them in sending down their copper; hut 25 miles would be a long way to cart fuel.
1406. Are the Mount Hope copper mines very extensive? They have very large deposits of copper; but 
they have only been worked in a primitive way.
1407. You do not tbink they could be looked to much as a source of revenue to the line? I do not 
think so, unless the line went closer.
1408. Is there much likelihood of gold being found in this district ? There are indications of gold all 
the way from Wyalong to Mount Allen, and the same lead goes right on to Cobar. You will get a 
prospect of gold anywhere along the ridges.
1409. You spoke, just now, about a lino from Wyalong to Hillston ? I think that such a line would go 
through more agricultural land than the lino you are considering, and it would keep away from the 
frontages, where the land is often flooded, and where a large portion of it is purchased. The Committee 
to-day have come through 30,000 and 40,000 acres of purchased land. With the exception of a few 
reserves, all the river frontages are purchased.
1410. The route you mention would open up entirely new country? Yes. I do not know anything of 
the country more than 20 miles iron the lake ; but I do not think there is any large area of purchased

* land there. ■
1411. What is the character of the country ? It is much the same as that which I have described, 
except for the bills.
1412. Such a line would give direct communication ? Yes, I tbiuk so. The proposed line would suit me 
better ; but studying the interests of the district, it would be best to bring the railway from Wyalong.
1413. What about the country from here to Hillston and Mossgiel ? From Hillston to Mossgiel it is 
nearly all plain country—splendid grazing country.
1414. Do you think there would bo any possibility of getting trade for a railway west from Condobolin ?
I do^not think so. Fifty miles out you would trench upon the Bourke line.
1415. I suppose they could grow produce as well at Hillston as at Cudgellico and Euabalong? Yes, and, 
if anything, better. ^ A railway there would cut off the Victorian competition. From Big Willandra the 
wool this year is going to Hay, and then down the Murrumbidgee to Echuca. A difference of 5s. a ton 
would catch that wool. . Last year the wool from Merri-Merrigal went on to the steamers.
1416. If the proposed railway were taken to Menindie, would that secure the trade ? No; because a great
deal of wool would go down the Darling. 1417.
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wheat after tlie land had been cleared—I .
A. Curaimng,1417. Mr, Fe/jan.] What would be the first cost of putting in

mean for ploughing ? 2s. Gd. to 4s. per acre.
1418. Have you had any experience in South Australia ? Yes.
14!9. How many years were you there ? Four.
1420. Have you had any experience in Victoria? Hot much. _ _
1421. Thero is hardly any comparison between the South Australian land and this land? This is far 
better wheat-growing country, but it is not better grazing country.
1422. What is the average yield there ? Seven bushels.
1423. How many people have left the district since you have beon here ? A great many.
1424. Why? Because of the rabbits and the fall in prices. _
1425. Do you think that with railway communication a lot of their difficulties could be got over? I think 
that if they had had sufficient capital to buy machinery they would be able to make a “ do” of it.
1426. Do you think they would have left their holdings if they had had better means of communication? 
I do not think so.
1427. The great part of their misfortune has been owing to tbo want of a market ? Yes.
1428. How do you get your fat stock to market? I sell my stock locally.
1429. If you cannot sell them locally they become a dead loss to you? Yes. Many a time when there 
is a glut locally I could sell them in Sydney if I could get them there.
1430. But since you cannot ? I hang on to them,
1431. And in a bad season you lose them ? Yes.
1432. You have 2,300 acres of conditionally purchased land? 1,100 acres of conditionally purchased 
land; the rest is conditionally leased land,
1433. With railway communication you could put your land to better use ? Yes; or I could let it on 
the halves system.
1434. Is that system in operation in this district? No, not here; but I could get a man to come here 
to-morrow if wo had a railway.
1485. With a railway you could stock your land better ? By farming I would bo able to keep sufficient 
hay to feed stock on in bad seasons.
1436. And the railway would help you to send your fat stock to market ?
1437. Y'ou would thus be able to save the grass for the following year ?
so as to make things surer for what stock were left. *
1438. Have you tried fruit growing ? Only in my garden.
1439. How does it do? With irrigation, very well.
1440. The rainfall is not sufficient? 1 think not.
1441. Chairman.] There are huge areas of unoccupied land along the Departmental roulc ? Yes.
1442. But you described that land as inferior to the land lying between Ihc Lachlan and the Murrum- 
bidgee? Ceriainly.
1443. You do not thiuk that the open laud is so good for wheat growing ? It is better for grazing.
1444. We have been informed that the plain land, after- it has beon opened up for a year or two, gives
fairly promising returns ? 1 doubt it.
1445. From between here and Lake Cudgellico, what runs have we passed through ? Wooyeo and TJabba. 
Then you passed through Bossi's G-ap, and came on to Merri-Merrigal, and so on to Huuthawong. There 
are something like 1,500,000 acres of no man’s land between the Lachlan and the Murrumbidgee.
1446. Can you tell us what some of these stations were carrying some years ago, and what they are 
carrying now ? Wooyeo station shore 120,000 sheep at one time, and now I do not thiuk they have 
25,000. Merri-Merrigal shore 110,000 sheep one year; but I think they have only about 40,000 sheep

15 Sept. 1890.

Yes.
We could ease the paddocks,

now.
1447. Is it the same through the whole of the Lachlan valley ? Yes ; until you get up to Burrawang, 
and Hiacatoo. There they are doing better than ever. They shear 60,000 sheep on Kiacatoo now, and 
they used only to shear 12,000. They have not the rabbits there.
1448. Would it be easy to bring a line from Temora through Wyalong to Hillston ? Yes.
1449. Is it all good country there ? Yes, with the exception of the ranges.
1450. Wyalong is 80 miles south-east of Lake Cudgellico ? Yes. A line taking a bend in towards Lake 
Cudgellico would go through some splendid country.
1451. At Hillston the agricultural land ceases ? Yes ; except in occasional patches.
1452. Where is the agricultural laud on the other side of the Lachlan ? If you go out to Koto you have 
it on the right of the proposed line—good red land.
1453. From Hillston to get on good agricultural land you have to go 30 miles north to the Willandra 
Billabong before you pick it up? Yes,
1454. What is the timber out there? Pine, yarrau, and box.

WEDNESDAY, 16 SEPTEMBER, 1896.
[The Sectional Committee met at the Homestead, Hunthaicouq, at 8'30 a.m.]

present:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman.)

The Hon. William Joserh Trickett. | John Lionel Fegan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Broken Dill.

Mr. Alfred William McPherson, manager, Hunthawong and Willandra stations, sworn, and 
. examined:—■

1455. Mr. Began.] How long have you been here ? Nearly six years.
1456. How many sheep have you ? 39,000.
1457. How many acres? About 200,000. Our stock was much reduced by the drought.
1458. How many droughts have you had since you have been here? We have had droughts for two years 
running. The drought started at the beginning of 1894.

286 («)—F 1459.

Mr, A. W. 
McPherson.

1G Sept., 1896.
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McPlferaoc Have you any wheat? 200aeres.
1460. How many years have you been growing wlieat? itore or less, ever since I have been here.

16 Sept.,1890. What is your average crop per acre ? I never grow wheat for grain. I use it all for hay.
’ 1462. Are you well acquainted with the country about here ? i'airly well.

14GH. How far do you know it ? I can speak of the country within a radius of 50 miles.
1464. What is it like ? .North of the Willaudra Creek it is pretty well alt malice, porcupine. Ac., with 
stony hills. To the west it is black with stiff soil, and to the south and cast it is red-soil pine country.
1465. South and south-east is firat-class country? Yes. The country to the north is very poor ; but to
the west there is rich soil. " *
1466. Would half of it be good land ? Yes.
1467. The other you would class as second-class land ? Yes.
1468. Have you any other stock besides sheep ? A few horses and cattle.
1469. They are chiefly for your own use ? Yes.
1470. What are the prospects of this district ? I think there is a big future in front of it.
1471. l)o you send any stock to the railway? Yes; this year I should be sending about 10,000 fat wethers
to Carrathool for the Sydney market. '
1472. What about the wool ? The wool goes to Melbourne, down the Murrumbidgee from Carrathool.
1473. Do you think the proposed railway would be conducive to settlement ? I do not think so. The 
route is not one that I favour,
1474. Are you in want of railway communication ? Yes.
1475. From what point? From Temora to Hiliston.
1476. Do yon know the country between here and Temora ? I know it for 50 miles from here. It is 
all red ground.
1477. You do not think there would be any difficulty in the construction of the proposed line ? No.
1478. Is the country there as flat as it is here ? I cannot say.
1479. The road from here to Condobolin Is fairly flat ? Yes.

' 1480. If a line were taken from Temora to Hillsion, what population would it serve ? It would create a
population by opening up a lot of country now lying idle.
1481. Will not the line to the north do the same ? No.
1482. Would the proposed deviation open up good country? Yes, around Lake Cudgellico.
1483. Would the deviation be more serviceable than the northern route? Yes. I do not believe in a 
northern route.
1484. Are the landholders about here in a prosperous condition ? No ; they are mostly in the bands of 
the banks.
1485. Why is that? Because of the droughts, and because they are so far a wav from a market.
1486. Do the rabbits trouble you much ? They have done so. We have gone to immense expense in 
destroying them.
1487. What do you pay to deal with tho rabbits ? Speaking for Hunthawong alone, the amount paid for 
rabbit destruction from 1884 to 1894 was £2,255.
1488. How many acres have you in this holding ? 120,000. There is the cost of wire netting to ho added 
to the figures I have given yon.
1489. How much per mile would that be? About £42 a mile. We have spent about £1,852 upon wire 
netting.
1490. Have you got tbo rabbits fairly under now ? Yes ; we have got them down well.
1491. All you want now are fair seasons and railway facilities ? Yes. This is good enough country if 
you can get good seasons.
1492. Could you grow wheat during the drought ? Yes, in the red-soil country. Wheat will not grow 
in the black stiff land without rain.
1493. What other experience have you had ? I was on tho Darling, at Xapio.
1494. There is a lighter rainfall there ? Yes.
1495. You never tried wheat there ? No ; we could do nothing with it there,
1496. You followed pastoral pursuits there? Yes. We had a bigger area of country and less stock.
1497. Have you had many losses with your sheep since you have been here? Yes, this year and last
year, especially this year. . *
1498. What is the chief reason why the rabbits have got such a hold here? 1 think because of the 
carelessness of the holders of the land.
1499. Do you think that compulsory legislation should be passed compelling men to kill their rabbits ?
I would compel every man to kill his own rabbits ; but the G overnment should also be compelled to kill 
their rabbits,
1500. Do you think, if a railway were constructed, a largo number of people would settle here? There is 
no doubt about it.
1501. I suppose the great difSulty is in disposing of the failings ? Yes; and in getting away stock in 
bad seasons when there is very little grass.
1502. With the railway you could send away your surplus sheep and save the grass for what was left?
Yes. “
1503. You think that some kind of a line should bo constructed to give greater facilities to the people ? 
Yes.
1504. What does it cost you to.send to Whitton ? We send right to Melbourne for £5 a ton.
1505. What would it cost you to drive to Carrathool ? About 2s. 3d. a head.
1506. Will the sheep depreciate in transit ? Yes. They do not improve on the road, and the knocking 
about on the trucks does not improve them.
1507. You cannot tell us the extent of the resumed areas about here? No; but it is very large.
1508. Has anybody left the district lately? Not that I know of.

■ 1509. You do not know of anybody who has thrown up his holding ? No.
1510. Mr. Hassall.'] A railway coming down the frontage would have to pass through purchased land ? 
Yes.

■ 1511. And a line coming from,Temora would pass through Crown lands? Yes, and through good land.
I Judge from what I have heard of that country that that is where the line should be taken. If I had to 
give a vote for either line it would be in favour of the Temora line. 1512.
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1512, Mr. Trickelt.] How do you account for the depression in this district ? I account for a good deal 
of it by the presence of the rabbits, and I think that hoiders pay too much for their iand, and have taken
up more land than they can deal with. They have been too greedy for land. Then there has been the jgaept^lBBO. 
fall in the price of wool. There are men out back wbo have told" me that if they had had this land they *
would have got on alright. They undertook too much. I think that trading too much on credit has 
killed a lot of them.
1513. If they had had small holdings the rabbits would have been a minor difficulty P Yes; an energetic
man could easily have dealt with them, Our inspector told me that the "Willandra holding was at one 
time tho worst he over saw ; but yesterday he only met with about twenty rabbits on the whole of the 
run. I have destroyed them there in millions, _
1514*. jIH. U'cr/an.] If the settlors had been satisfied with less land they would have required less capital, 
and would not have had to mortgage their property ? Yes; the land is good enough; ir is the people who 
have been too grasping. '

WEDNESDAY, 16 SEPTEMBER, 1896.

[The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Hillston, at 2'30 p.m.~]

©resent:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, | John Lionel Feoan, Esq,,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Mr. Benjamin Yarcoc, miller, Hiliston, sworn, and examined:—
1515. Mr. Jlassail.] How long have you resided in this district ? About twelve years. _
1516. Have you a pretty thorough knowledge of it ? South from Hillston I have a good knowledge of it. 
I do not know so much of the country to the north.
1517. Are you well acquainted with the country around Hillston ? Yes.
1.518. Within a radius of 20 miles ? Within 50 miles. ,
1519. Arc you acquainted with the country through which the proposed line would go after leaving 
Condobolin ? I am not well acquainted with that country,
1520. How much wheat can you deal with per annum ? Since tho mill has been starfed, which is about 
eight years, I have put through, 1 think, about 30,000 bushels.
3521. Could you deal with any larger quantity? Yes, a much larger quantity. Wc do not work more 
than five months in the year, and then only for short hours.
1522. What is the quality of the land here for wheat-growing is it suitable? Very suitable. I have 
been farming in the Colonics ever since 1840, and I do not think I have seen better tracts of land for 
agricultural purposes than that south of the river here.
1523. Extending where ? As far as G-unbar. ,
1524. How far west? You do not go far west before you got into the pastoral country—the plain land.
1525. How many miles from here ? I should think about 20 miles west from here you begin to get out 
on to the plains.
1526. And how far east ? I am not acquainted with tho country for more than 20 miles east. As far as 
that it is good agricultural country ; but I am not acquainted with it further on.
1527. That is as far as Hunthawong? Yes, out in that direction ; there is good agricultural country
there. .
.1528, Have you any knowledge of the country between there and Lake Cudgellico ? Very little, I have 
only passed over it twice.
1529. You think that the land with which you are acquainted will compare favourably with any land 
beyond out towards Lake Cudgellico? I think it would compare favourably with that land. There are 
some very rich patches about the lake, but it is not uniformly good as the land to the south is. There is 
no poor land, and no waste land. .
1.530. Is there much scrub about Hiliston ? Yes ; there is a great deal of scrub out io the south-east, at 
the hack of Hunthawong.
1531. And away to the westward it is similar country ? Yes.
1532. We arc to understand that the laud which would he available for settlement around Hillston is to a 
certain extent scrubby, but of very good quality ? Yes; of very good quality for agriculture.
1533. What is tho annual yield per acre ? About 12 bushels has been tbo average for the last eight 
years. In some seasons it would be more, and in others not quite so much. Last season was a bad one. 
I have here a sample of wheat which I brought from tho mill this morning. It is one of the best samples 
1 got last year,
1534. What is the quality of the wheat grown here ? It is of good milling quality. The millers in 
Sydney prefer it, I think, to any other wheat grown in the Colony.
1535. Is that, because it is thin-skinned? I think it is because it is grown in a dry climate. It produces 
a stronger flour.
1536. 11 is a full grain, and of good flavour ? Yes.
1537. How does the frontage land compare with the back land, so far as wheat-growing is concerned? 
The frontage land is not so good as the land at the back. Although the ground is strong, the climate is 
hot, and tho grain is often shrivelled. On tho country to the back it fills better.
1.538. The scrub country is more suitable for wheat-growing than the laud on the frontage ? Yes.
1539. Ho you think a large area would ho put uudor wheat if the railway came here? I have no doubt 
that the whole of the scrub lands at the hack, which arc valueless at the present time, would be taken up 
immediately if there were railway commimientinn.
1510. Have you any idea of the extent of the back land available ? No ; f haye never gone into figures 
with regard to it. ’

Mr.
B. Varcoc. 

1C Sept., 1896.

1541.
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1541. Have you any idea of the number of farmers settled about Hillston who are making a living by 
growing wheat ? I have no figures; but, speaking generally, I think that between 10,000 and 15,000 acres 

, „p are under crop this season.
. ^ ’ ’ 1542. Ho you think that that area could bo largely increased ? Yes.

1543. Ho you buy the whole of the wheat grown in this district ? Since the mill started I have purchased 
about one-third of the wheat grown in the district.
1544. What is done with the rest r1 It goes to Sydney.
1545. It is carted to the nearest railway station ? Yes,
1546. What station is it delivered at? Generally to Carrathool,
1547. What is the cost of carriage between here and Carrathool ? About 6d. a bushel. That is what 
the farmers outback pay. Of course some of the farmers live 20 miles on the way to Carrathool.
1548. What is the cost of carriage from Hillston itself? Very little goes from Hillston. I purchase 
more of what is grown near the town,
1549. Ho you think the proposed line would be of any great advantage to the district? I do not think 
that it would be of any advantage to the wheat-growers of the district;—in fact, I do not think the people 
would avail themselves of it.
1550. W ould it be too far away ? It would be too far to the north.
1551. Ho you think that this district should have railway communication in order to bring about its full 
development? Yes. If we had railway communication it would open up a large tract of country, and 
-would be of great advantage to the State.
1552. Which would be the most suitable point from which to extend the main southern line to tills district? 
Prom w'hat little I know of the country up above I should think an extension from Temora would open up 
the best agricultural land. I have been told that there is a very large quantity of good agricultural laud 
there.
1553. 1 ou only speak of that land from hearsay ? Yes. not of my own knowledge.
1554. In your opinion, a line to benefit this district should come from tho southern line instead of from 
Condobolin, passing on the north side of the Lachlan? That is my idea.
1555. Arc you the only miller in the district? Yes. There is no other mill nearer than Condobolin.

Mr.
B.-Yarcoe.

Mr. S. Niion. 1556.

16 Sept., 1896. 1558,
1559.
1560.

1563.
1564.

Mr. Samuel Hixon, farmer, Gunbar, sworn, and examined;—
Chairman.'] How long have you been at Gunbar ? Fourteen years.
How large is your holding ? Between 5,000 and 6,000 acres.
How much have you under cultivation ? 1,400 acres.
How much bad you two years back ? Between 1,200 and 1,300 acres.
For some years past you have cultivated a large area ? Yes.

1561. What do you do with your wheat ? In most cases J send it to Sydney.
1562. What is the rate of carriage from Gunbar to Carrathool? About Is. fid. a bag.

What is the railway carriage to Sydney ? About Is. 8d, a bag.
That makes 3s. 2d a bag for the whole distance? Yes.

1565. There are four bushels to the bag? Yes.
1566. So you should say 9£d. per bushel ? About that.

At what price must wheat be iu the Sydney market to give you a profit? About 2s. 6d. a bushel. 
Therefore you could grow wheat here at about Is. 8&d. per bushel? Yes; on a large scale it might bo

grown at that price. Last year I sold 1,500 bags delivered at Carrathool for Is. Ud. a bushel.
1569. You know the country from Gunbar to Hillston, and from Hillston to Lake Cudgellico, and also the 
country lying north-east from Gunbar ? Yes,
1570. Is there much land there similar lo that upon which you can grow wheat for Is. 8d. a bushel? Yea.
1571. What is the area, roughly ? It extends to Lake Cudgellico on the east; between 30 and 40 miles 
southward, and about 15 miles to the west.

1567.
1568.

1572. That country is pretty much the same as the land upon which you are growing ivheat at present?
It is very similar. D
1573. Tho area you allude to would be about 400,000 acres ? 1 believe that, in reality, it is much greater.
1574. What kind of country are you working ou ? It is timbered country, intersected with plains.
1575. Box timber ? Ho ; mostly pine, wdjga, yarran, and a few of the scrub trees.
1576. What is the soil ? A red loam.
1577. Is it sandy ? Ho.
1578. Ho you know the country to the east, going from Gunbar towards Wyalong? Yes : that is very 
similar country; but when you get about 30 miles east from Hillston there is not the same extent of 
good country. The country there is more broken, and has stony ridges on it. About 1 lillston there are 
from 20,000 to 30,000 acres of wheat-growing country. That country extends south 30 miles, and cast 
and north-east about 20 miles. There is one unbroken tract of good wheat-growing country.
1579. Horth of Wyalong, what is the country like ? It is more broken country, with stony ranges. There
is some very rich country. ’ ‘
] 580. What proportion of good country is there ? I should think 75 per cent.
1581. The rainfall here is 19 or 20 inches ? 16 inches.
1582. Have you experienced any severe losses because of the smallness of the rainfall ? Ho. I have 
now had thirteen crops, and there has been only one failure.
1583. What has your average crop been ? Between 11 and 12 bushels.
1584. Where were you farming before you came here? In Heniliquiu—about 25 miles west from 
Beniliquin.
1585. What did yoii do with your wheat there? I sold it to tho Beniliquin mill.
1586. How does this land compare with the land at Beniliquin ? I think this is the better land.
1587. How does the rainfall compare ? It is a little less. '
1588. Ho you think that wheat-growing here would be more satisfactory to tbe farmer than it is in the
vicinity of Beniliquin ? Yes ; this country' is more adapted for wheat-growing than Beniliquin is. You
get better returns with 1 or 2 inches less rainfall. '
1589. If a railway were constructed through this country, do you tbink the Government could count
upon its being taken up ? I think it would be taken up readily. 1590.
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1590. Where would the people come from ? I should think the railway should he extended from the 3. Nison,
southern line, anywhere south-enat of Hillston. _ ^ _ irs^^i«qR
1591. Wliere would the men come from to take up the land ? They'would be chiefly \ictorian farmers. ^ ’
1592. The opportunities offered here being better than those offered in the mallee country ? Very much
better. _ _ . .
1593. Do you think the Government could depend upon population coming here ? Yes, if railway com
munication were provided. Only last year there was a difficulty in getting wheat taken to Carrathool, 
because of the dry weather. _ _
1591. If proper means of communication were provided, the Government could get rid of their land? I 
have no doubt of it. _
1595. What is the wheat return of Deniliquin? About the same as it is here—11 or 12 bushels.
159G. Supposing you had your choice, would you settle here or about Moama? I think I should prefer 
Moama. _ _
1597. Why? That country will carry so much more stock, though I do not know that it will grow wheat 
better than this country will.
159S. lint speaking from an agricultural point of view ? I would give this country the preference.
1599. The farmers about Moama do well enough ? Some of them are doing well.
IGOO. Is there anything further you can tell us? I do not know that there is. The drawback to this 
country is the want of means of communication. _ _ _ _ _
1601. Do you think a railway serves an agricultural district fairly well if it comes within 30 miles of it?
Yes : but the closer it is the better. .

Mr. William Thomas, farmer, near Gunbar, sworn, and examined :—
1602. Chairman-I Where do you live ? About 40 miles south-east from Iiere.
1603. East of Gunbar ? Yes.
1001. Mr. TricJeett^ How long have you been in this district? Two years and nine mouths.
1605. Have you been engaged in farming during this time? Yes. _
1606. Where did you come from ? Erom Clare, in South Australia, about 90 miles north of Adelaide.
1607. Were you engaged there in growing wheat? Yes.
1603. What area had you under wheat ? Between 2,000 and 3,000 acres.
1609. What was the rainfall there ? About 20 inches.
1610. How many bushels did you get to the acre? A few years before I came away we went down to 
about 4 bushels to the acre. The land was worn out.
1611. When the land was in good working condition, what would it yield ? Erom 12 to 20 bushels.
1612. Am 1 right in saying that your reason for leaving was that your farm was worked out? Yes.
1613. And you came up hereto take up ucw country? Yes.
1014. What is your present holding ? 5,000 acres.
1615. What is the tenure ? I have a scrub lease. It was all green timber when I came here—belar, 
pine, yarran, box, and mallee.
J616. What improvements have you effected? I have cleared about 150 acres. We have about 30 acres 
under crop and about 30 acres fallow. ,
1617. Have you had a crop off this land? No, the rabbits look the first crop I had, and tho second year 
I could not put in anything because the rabbits took all my feed and 1 lost half my horses.
1618. You are not able to give us any information about the producing qualities of the soil? I am quite 
certain about the producing qualities of the soil. If I had not been you would not have found me here,
1619. If you have done nothing so far how are you going on ? I am living in hopes. The rabbits ate 
the crop the first year.
1620. How are you going to cope with the rabbits ? By putting up wire netting,
1621. How does this soil compare with that of South Australia ? Ou the average it is better. This land 
is all a red loam. In South Australia it was clayey heavier land,
1622. This land is eminently suitable for wheat-growing ? Yes.
1623. Are you out of reach of tho flood-waters here ? Yes.
1624. What is the rainfall ? Erom 16 to 17 inches I believe.
1625. Do you think that that will be sufficient ? Quite sufficient.
1626. What is tbe rainfall in South Australia where they grow wheat? In the majority of places it is 
only about 14 inches. I have lived in such districts.
1627. How did yon do there ? We averaged from three to four bags when tho land was new.
102S. You think the rainfall hero would be ample ? Yes.
1629. Can you give the Committee the benefit of any inquiries you may have made in this district? I 
look upon the district as suitable for wheat-growing—that is the country between where I am and 
Yalgogric. I travelled through that country.
1630. What are tho successful crops you have seen in this district? 1 have seen some very favourable
crops—12 and 16 bushels to the acre. 1
1631. Do you look upon that as a fairly paying yield ? Yes.
1632. What would he the lowest price at which you could grow wheat ? About 2s. Gd. a bushel on the 
ground.
.1633. "Was that about what you got in South Australia ? I have sold wheat for Is. lOd. a bushel there. 
1634. "What is a fair price to pay ? With a fair crop wc looked upon 2s. Gd. a bushel as a paying price. 
Ki35. You think that Mr. bfixon considerably understated the amount? We)!, ho has his land better 
cleared than I have. He is in more favourable circumstances than I am.
1636. How many acres do you intend to put under wheat ? That is verj' hard to say. As I get along I 
will increase my area. The place is very rough where 1 am.
1637. AY hat has been your experience with the rabbits ? Well, T have lost half my horses through the 
rabbits
1G3S. You think that with small settlement and persistent working a man can compete with the rabbits? 
I feel sure of it. ■
1639: Do you think there should be a law compelling everyone to destroy this pest? I think that such 
•a law would be a very good one.

Mr.
W. Thomas. 

IGSepf^lSOG.

1640,
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W Thom ha ^0U ^'s n°t for one person to be allowed to breed rabbits to tbe disadvantagew. inomas. of hls p Yes.
16'Sept., 1896. <fistailce have you to cart your wheat in South Australia ? About 7 miles.

1642. How far can a farmer profitably cart his wheat? Prom 15 to 20 miles.
1643. After that it becomes rather a heavy tax ? Tea.
1644. How does the wheat grown in this district compare with the South Australian wheat ? Very well
indeed. It is quite as good as the South Australian wheat. '

™ry thin-husked wheat? Yes ; and millers have told me that it makes a strong flour.
-GIG. You think there is a good outlook for the farmer here ? Yes,
1647. Hid you breed sheep in South Australia? les; I combined grazing with agriculture.
1648. Will you combine the two here ? Yes, when I can. '
1649. I suppose you had a ready market in South Australia for your surplus produce? Yes, because I 
was near the capital.
ipk?" ^ no^ aidrawback to a small holder to be so far from a railway as you arc ? Most decidedly.
1651. Do you think that grazing would prove valuable bore in conjunction with farming ? Yes.
1652. Do you think that the farming population would increase here considerably if there were better 
means of communication ? I feel sure of it.
1653. Have you heard any of your old neighbours say that they would come here? Yes. It is tho
want of railway communication that keeps them back, .

. 1654. In South Australia do they send tbe wheat to the capital to be milled, or is it milled locally ? It 
goes direct to the seaboard.
1655. Therefore you are not in the hands of the local miller? No.
1656. That is of great advantage ? Yes. ■
1657. Are you going to wire-net the whole of your holding ? No, only part of it.
1658. Will not that leave the other part a breeding place for rabbits ? As soon as I get the scrub rung
I will wire-net the whole of it. It is no use to wire-net the green timber. a
1659. Why do you think people would come from South Australia to settle here ? If the laud here were 
let to them on good terms they would flock over as soon as they wore sure that the railway was coining.
1660. You think they ivould come here in considerable numbers? Yes.
1661. How many do you think would come ? There might be 200 or 300.
1662. Is a good deal of tbe land in South .Australia being worked out now ? Yes.
1663. How long does wheat land last as a rule ? It varies. Some of tho best land in South Australia 
stood about thirty years, other laud did not stand more than four or five years. It depended upon the 
character of the soil.
1664. Which lasts the longer—the light soil or the clayey soil ? In my experience the soil which has a
clayey appearance gives in soonest. ‘
1665. Do you think the soil about here would be fairly lasting ? Yes ; I think it is a great lasting soil 
tor cropping purposes.

,one ti|ne J’ou told your crop at Is. lOd. a bushel;—how many bushels to the acre did the land 
yield during that season ? Tho first year it yielded 25 bushels to the acre.
1667. And the next year ? Four bushels to the acre.

Mr. Joseph Eowe Yarcoe, farmer, Hillston, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. 1668. Mr. Fcgan.] How many years have you been io the district? Fourteen years. tT have my four- 

J. It. Yarcoe. teentli crop growing now. Previously 1 was farming at Deniliquin for eight years,
1069. What is the area of your holding at the present time ? 1,920 acres.

16Sept,,1896.1670. How many acres have you under cultivation? 324.
1671. Have you ever had a larger area than that ? No ; that is the largest area I have had.
1672. It is chiefly what ? It is all wheat.
1673. How many bushels to tho acre do you get? I suppose 13 or 14 bushels on tho average.
1674. Have you had any droughts up here? Yes.
1675. How many in the fourteen years ? The first five years were continuously drv.
1676. And was your crop a failure? No. " ”
1677. The shortness of rain did not affect your crop very much? Well, we had light crops. 1 got as
little as 8 bushels to the acre, ^
1678. What was your highest crop ? Sixteen or 18 bushels to the acre.
1679. Do you run many sheep ? Only a few for killing.
16S0. Your experience has been chiefly in agriculture ? Yes.
1681. Have you ever tried anything besides wheat? I have grown barley.
1682. Does that do well ? Yes, it is very successful.
1083. How much a bushel have you got for your barley? 2s. Gd.
1684. And how much for your wheat on an average ? I could hardly say.
1685. lias it paid you to grow wheat? Yes,
1686. How many bushels of barley lo the acre does your iand return ? I think I have got about 20.
It is some years since 1 grew barley. '
1687. Why did you give up cultivating barley when it gave you larger returns than the wheat does ? 
That year I got 4s. 4d. a bushel for my wheat.
1688. Do the rabbits damage your crop very much? Yes; I had a total failure one year through the
rabbits. '
1689. Have yon coped with them now ? I have my holding wire-netted now.
1690. Wbat does it cost you to wire-net—I suppose your holding is all wired ? Yes ; it cost £44 143, 7 ‘ d.
a mile. ' '
1691. Do you employ other means for getting rid of them ? Yes ; .1 poison them.
1692. What does that cost ? My sons do the work, but it 1 hired a man to do it it would cost me £1 a
week and his rations, and I suppose it would take him about six months in the vear. That would be 
about £35. '

1693.
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1693. 'Where do you sell your whent? Chiefly locally.
169i. Did that pay you ? Yes,
K95. What were you getting for it? I got 4s. 2d. a bushel for it in Sydney. loTipT'lBSe.
1696. Do you lind your land less productive now than it was at first? No ; it is quite os good as it was ' *
at first. \
1697. Is your land similar to that in other parts of the district? Yes ; it is similar to the country south
of the Lachlan. •
1G9S. How tar from town do you live ? Thirteen miles. The good country commences a mile or two
from the river. The land on tho river will not stand the drought like the land a few miles back. It
requires a greater rainfall.
1699. What does it cost you per acre to sow your wheat? 6s. or 7s., I think, but I have never made it
up. When the ground is once cleared a crop can be put in for 7s. an acre, or even less. '
1700. How much a bushel will pay you ? About 2s. a bushel, I think, if bought on the farm. ■
1701. I suppose you have had to take as lowr a price as that? I think Is. 8d. a bushel has been the lowest ' 
price I have got.
1702. Does that pay you ? I have never lost yet. I have always been making,
1703. Have you ever tried fruit on your land? I have a few trees. '
1704. Is the rainfall sufficient for fruit ? I have only had my trees in about three years, but, so far, they 
are doing very well.
1705. Without artificial watering ? I have no water supply for them.
1706. How do you get your water ? I have a well; but the water is brackish.
1707. I suppose the straw from the wheat you use for fodder ? I burn all my straw.
1708. Would it not do for fodder ? 1 daresay ic would if I saved it; but I burn it to get it out of my 
road. It is not much good for food.
1709. Have you ever tried dairying ? Wc milk a few cows.
1710. Do you think the country good enough for dairying? Yes.
1711. If a railway were constructed where would you look for your market? To Sydney.
1712. I believe that the people from some parts of this district send their wool to Melbourne? Yes.
1713. Do you not know why ? I suppose they can get it there more cheaply.
1714. What is your nearest railway station ? Carrathool.
1713. Do you send any of your wheat to Sydney? I did one year. 1
1716. The local miller takes all you can grow? Yes.
1717. It pays better to 'sell to him than to send to Sydney ? It is about the same thing in cither case.
1718. If a railway were constructed would you extend your farming operations ? Yes ; it would give me
a little more encouragement. -
1719. It would make it easier and cheaper for yon to get to market ? I would save about fid, a bushel.
1720. And you would put stock on the land you do not use for agriculture ? Yes.
1721. With a railway you would be able to get your failings to market? Yes.
1722. A line to Hillston would induce people to put larger areas under cultivation? It would bring land
into use that is now lying waste. This waste land is a greatmiisance to me, inasmuch as it is a breeding-ground 
for rabbits and wild dogs. •
1723. Is there much Crown land about here? Yes ; it is Crown land all round where I am.
1724. What is your o])inion with regard to legislation to compel the destruction of rabbits? I would 
rather have no legislation, and allow' people to fight the rabbits as well as they could. M'v experience is 
that tho rabbit inspectors are almost as great a pest as the rabbits. If tbe ground were all held by private 
individuals they would kill the rabbits themselves.
1725. If there were a railway here would the laud be taken up in smaller areas ? Yes.
1726. That would help to keep the rabbits down? Yea.
1727. You do not believe in legislation? No.
172S. Do you think the proposed lino would suit the people of Hillston ? The line on tho south of the 
river would suit them better. Such a line would serve good agricultural country.
1729. Have you heard an agitation for a railway from some other point? yes, from Temora via Wyalong.
1730. Have you any knowledge of the country between these two points? No.
1731. Why do people advocate the extension of the line from Temora? Because we think that the
country is more level and less expensive to work. •
1732. Do you thiuk it would be possible to get a more level lino than that from Condobolin ? An 
extension from the southern line would render it unnecessary to take traffic across the Blue Mountains.
1733. But supposing the country between Temora and Hillston is hilly? I think it is the same as the 
country from Condobolin, but I hare no personal knowledge of it.
1734. Have you any knowledge of the country between Condobolin and Hillston ? No; I only know the 
country around Hillston ?
1735. Do you expect a market out west in the event of tho proposed railway being constructed? I have 
not looked at it in that light, thongh you might get a market in that direction.
1736. Do you favour tho extension of the line beyond Hillston ? I am not in a position to give an 
opinion into that point.
1737. I suppose you thiuk that what may be a blessing to the people of Hillston should also be given to 
other people? Yes.

i. sent to Sydney one year. J. It. Varcoe.

Mr. Thomas Cadell, Inspector of Stock, Hillston, sworn, and examined
1738. Mr. Tlassall.'} How long have you been stationed here? Nearly eight years. Mr.T,Cadell.
1739. What is the extent of your district? It starts from the leasehold area of Gunbar and goes to within
5 miles of Nymagee. East and west it extends from 4 miles this side of Cudgellico to about 15 miles this l6Sept.,1896. 
side of Mossgiel.
1740. What stock are depastured on that area ? The average for the seven years has been 909,000 sheep,,
4,000 cattle, and about 3,000 horses. Besides that there is an average of 160,000 lambs a year. There 
are about 1,000,000 acres of abandoned resumed areas in the district. That land, at a low estimate, will carry 
about 180,000 sheep. The average clip of wool for seven years has been G\ lb. to the sheep, and for lambs 
If lb. About 80,000 fat sheep leave the district every year. 1741.
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1741. Where are those sheep sent to ? Sydney and Melbourne.
16Sept 1896 Where are they trucked? At Carrathool and at Beniliquin. Some of them are trucked at Hay,

‘ ‘ but most at Carrathool. 2,363 tons of wool are sent away from this district yearly, and if the abandoned
resumed areas were stocked, about 4.80 tons more would be sent. This is a sheep country'. There are no 
cattle runs in the whole district. ' "
1743. What is the character of the country generally? It is fairly good country except in the northern 
part of tho district, where it is all timbered. In the southern part of the district it is mostly open plain.
1744. How much of the district is good—two-thirds? Bor stock-growing, about two-fifths.
1745. And the balance? The balance is timbered country. A great deal of land to the north of the river 
is covered with pine scrub. Of course, a great portion of the leasehold areas has been scrubbed.

' 1746. What is the general carrying capacity of this country ? Tbe plain country^ a sheep to 2J acres ; 
for scrubby country, a sheep) to 5 or 6 acres.
1747. Has the carrying capacity of the country increased or decreased during the last seven years? It 
has decreased about 25 per cent.
1748. Why ? Because of the rabbits and the growth of the pine scrub.
1749. Do they suffer much here from bad seasons ? Yes.
1750. Is this country thickly infested with rabbits ? Hot at the present time. Country that has been 
abandoned is thickly infested; but the leasehold areas arc not very thickly infested.
1751. The waste Crown lands are practically the breeding-ground for the rabbits and help to increase tbe 
pest? Yes.
1752. Do you think that legislation to compel the destruction of the rabbits would be beneficial ? Yes, 
if the Crown were compelled to destroy its rabbits.
1753. Have you been consulted with regard to the rabbit question? I have to send in monthly reports 
as to tho state of the rabbits in tho district.
1754. Arc the rabbits increasing or decreasing? They are about stationary. Just now they are breeding 
up, ^because people are shearing and cannot afford time to attend to them.
1755. Would the construction of a railway here have any effect in causing the occupation of waste land ? 
A railway brought down on this side of the river would, I think, answer the requirements of the district.
1756. Have you any knowledge of the country through which the proposed line passes ? Yes ; as for as 
Euabalong on tbe northern side of the river, and as far as Lake Cudgellico on the southern side.
1757. What description of country does the proposed line passthrough? Dense mallee for the most 
part.
1758. Is there any chance of settlement in that country ? The great trouble would be to got wafer, Tho 
mallee country is bad holding ground, and the water found below the surface is brackish.
1759. Are there good patches ? In odd places. .
1760. In your opinion that country is not suitable for cJose settlement? Ho. All the wells on the northern 
side of the river, without any exception, are brackish and unsuitable for human beings. Tho malice country 
especialty is a bud holding ground.
1761. Do you think the expense of clearing the land will deter people from occupying it ? ] do not see 
that. A lot of the malice country could bo used for wheat-growing.
1762. But not for any other purpose ? Ho. '
1763. Aro you aware that that country is locked up until 1918 ? That is the extent of the leaseholds.
1764. Tho leasehold areas, as a rule, comprise the best country ? Yes.
1765. Do you think there is any possibility of a close settlement on tbe route of the proposed line ? Ho.
1766. Therefore, the line would practically bo running through waste land? Yes, for hundreds of miles.
1767. Do you know anything of the counlry beyond Mosagiel, in the direction of Menindie?. Ho, I do
not. ‘
1768. What area of land is there available for settlement on the southern side of the river ? When the 
leases fall in there will be over 1,000,000 acres available for settlement within 50 miles of Hillston.
1709. Do you know the country at the back of Merri-Merrigal ? Yes; there is a very large area of 
country available at tbe back of that run, and at the back of Hunthawong.
1770. You know that country pretiy well ? Yes.
1771. Is it suitable for agriculture? Yes, with the exception of the hills.
1772. Would one-fourth of the whole area be embraced in the hilly country P It would take up 50,000

. acres, I expect. '
1773. That leaves an enormous area still available for settlement? Yes ; over 1,000,000 acres.
1774. Do you kuow the country towards Temora, and towards Grenfell? No.
1775. Is the country you speak of very heavily timbered ? Yes, in places,
1776. Are there any open patches? Yes ; with pine scrub. .
1777. Can that be easily dealt with? Yes, very easily. The cost of killing the scrub is about Is. Cd. 
an acre.
1778. What is the water supply r You can get water anywhere there in tanks or wells.
1779. You can get water by sinking? Yes, at about 100 feet; but in many cases it is only fit for stock.
17SO. Is it good holding country ? Yes. "
1781. It is different from the country to the north ? Yes.
1/82. There would bo no difficulty in obtaining a water supply there? Hone whatever.
1783. You think that that country is suitable for settlement? Yes.
1784. Is it all good wheat-growing land ? Yes ; it is all the same right through, except the river
frontages. 4 *
1785. Would a line to Hillston intercept any of the principal stock routes, and divert traffic to Sydney 
which now goes further south ? It would intercept all the stock routes from Queensland to the Murray.
1786. Do you think it would be used to any great extent in sending stock to Sydney? That I am not 
prepared to say.
17S7; Where do the stock go that come through here ? They make to Carrathool, or, if they are going 
to Victoria, to Deniliquin.
1788. What cattle pass through here—stores or fats ? Very few cattle come through here, because tbey 
have to pay for water at the tanks,
1789. Has the stock tax on the \ictorian border had any effect in reducing the cattle trade? I think
it has. ■ 4790.

*
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1790. The bulk of the stock traffic now comes to Sydney ? A good deal of it does. Mr.T. CadoII,
1791. What route would you suggest for this line as most likely to serve the district? To serve the
farming industry alone, the line should be brought from Temora, though a lino from Condobolin on the Sept., 1896,
southern side of the river would answer the same purpose.
1792. Would not the proposed deviation pass through a largo amount of purchased land? No ; it would
pass at the back of the purchased land. It is all Crown land whore it goes, except near Condobolin, I 
do not know anything about tbe country at that end. From Lake Cudgellico to Hillston, it would go 
through Crown land. '
1793. It is a matter of choice ? Either line would, I think, suit the district equally well.
1791. You do not think a lino on the northern side of the river would benefit the district to any extent?
No, and there would be no settlement along that line, 
areas in that district:—

The following is a list of the abandoned resumed

Cowl Cowl, resumed area.............. .......
Coan Downs ,, ......................
Hunthawong ,, ......................
Merri-Mei-rigal ,, ......................
Roto ,, ......................
Yathong ,, ......................
Merri llerriwa, leasehold and resumed
Marrooba, resumed area .............:.......
Willandra ,, ........................
Wangaroa „ ......................
"Wangaron „ ......................
South Mcrrowie „ ......................

Acreage. 
101,622 
232,174 
110,113 
110,953 
151,690 
123,100 
46,800 
31,320 
27,000 
10,100 
15,160 
6,200

Aggregate abandoned areas ................. 932,293

1795. Chairman.'] Why do you think a line from Condobolin via Lake Cudgellico would suit this district 
as well as a line from Temora? Either route would pass through Crown lands available for settlement. 
There is no necessity for the lino to pass through the freehold land right on the bank of the river. The 
further back the line comes the better it will serve any settlement that may take place. Tbe best wheat
growing land is away from the river. In speaking of the number of stock in the district I deducted 
those the wool from which is sent to Cobar. The wool of about 150,000 sheep is sent to Cobar.

Mr. James Macbeth Fullerton, storekeeper, Hillston, sworn, and examined:—
1796. Chairman.] You have a fair knowledge of this district? Yes.
1797. Where do you get your goods from ? Sydney now, generally.
1793. Which way do they come ? Through Carrathool. ”
1799. What do general goods cost you per ton from Sydney to Carrathool, and from Carrathool to 10 ae?t'>1896' 
Hillston ? On an average goods can be landed here at £8 a ton. If you work ou the truck system you .
get them a little cheaper.
1300. How much of the £8 is for road carriage ? On an average, £3 is for road carriage.
1801. _ Do you distribute goods out back towards tho Willandra and Mossgeil? Yes. Just now that the 
river is running we get a good bit of stuff from Victoria.
1802. What rebate do you get for goods from Victoria ? The heaviest rebates we get are on sugar, but
to get them we cannot take less than 20 tons at a time. •

- 1803. What rebate do you get on 20 tons of sugar? £1 a ton we were paying for the last lot. We 
can get it landed at Carrathool from Melbourne for £3 10s. a ton ; that is much the same as the truck 
rate from Sydney. The Railway Commissioners charge £20 a truck.
1801. How far is Carrathool from here ? We call it 80 miles.
1805. Yon find that the freight from Carrathool to Melbourne is no less than tbe freight from Carrathool 
to Sydney ? It depends upon the class of goods. The galvanised iron, wire, sugar, and salt—it is as cheap 
to go to Melbourne as to Sydney. General goods come more cheaply from Melbourne.
1806. What can you get from Melbourne more cheaply than from Sydney ? General goods. They cost 
£30 a truck from Sydney, or £5 a ton. Lately they have reduced the price to £3 10s. a tou. With 
river insurance and taking into consideration the knocking about that goods get on the steamers it is just 
now about £1 a ton cheaper to get goods from Melbourne than to get them from Sydney.
1807. If the railway were brought to Hillstou, would the whole of your trade be done with Sydney ? It 
would all depend upon the freights, but if there were a line from Temora I think I could get things more 
cheaply from Sydney. I am strongly in favour of the Temora line, because it passes through such an 
immense area of agricultural land, and would bring about closer settlement.
1808. If the railway were brought to Hillston, would it control tbe whole of the trade of this district?
Yes, and it would get a large amount of trade that now goes to Melbourne.
1809. You have no doubt about the future of this place if with proper means of communication ? None
whatever, I have great faitli in the place, otherwise 1 would not have stopped here so long, or have 
invested so much money in it. I have been farming here for many years, and I think I am in as good a 
position to express an opinion as anyone. From the knowledge that I possess, and my correspondence 
with people looking for land, I have no hesitation in saying that I think that within five or six years the ’ 
whole of the land within 20 miles on each side of the line would be occupied if a railway were brought 
here from Temora. ■
1810. Do you know tho country through which the proposed line goes ? Yes.
1811. "W’hat is it like ? It is not much for agriculture. I have travelled a great part of the line so far as
Ivanhoe. '
1812. From the "Willandra to Euabalong, is it unfit for agriculture ? It is inferior country—dense mallee 
dry and ridgy in parts.
1813. What do you think of the proposed deviation ? It would pass through very fair land; further out 
from the river the land is excellent, splendid agricultural laud.
1814. How much merchandise comes to Hillston in twelve months ? I could not say.
1815. What is the population of the municipality? About 400 now.

280 O)—G 1810.

Mr. J. If. 
Fullerton.

f •
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^0U regar<i this purely as a grain country ? There is also the wool to be taken into consideration, 
er on. jy ^.j10 ra{iway cn,me )lcre the farmers would alter their system altogether. I believe a lot of them would 

16Sept 1896 g°'n ^01, croas-hreds. This is excellent country for crops, and people would go in more for fattening 
'' ' stock if they could he sure of getting them away. The greater part of the wool from this district goes to

Melbourne, but a railway here would intercept almost the whole of it. The greater part of tlie mer
chandise used here at present comes from Sydney.
1817. Are you able to speak definitely as to the suitability of the district for wheat growing ? Yes. It 

■ is sixteen years since T commenced farming myself, and I have been at it continuously ever since. I
have G40 acres, 200 of which are under crop.
1818. How many failures have you had ? Only one, and then I was eaten out by the rabbits.
1810. Have there been any failures on account of the drought f There have been partial failures. If a 
railway were brought here large freezing works would be established, because this is on tho verge of the 
fattening country.
1820. Hillston would be the terminus ? TYe do not ask that Hillston should be the terminus of the line.
1821. Can you give us any authoritative information with regard to the proposed establishment of 
freezing works F TVe cannot commence operations until means are provided for getting the stuff away 
cheaply.

THURSDAY, 17 SEPTEMBER, 1SDG.

[The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Hillsion, at 10

' present:
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. 'William Joseph Trickett. | John Lionel Eeuan, Esq.
■ Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eaiiway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Mr. William Smith Arnott, post and telegraph master, Hillston, sworn, and examined :—■
Mr. 1822. CAmraoJi.] How long have you been here ? Eight months. _

W. S. Arnott. 2303. Mr. Trickett.'] Have you any statistics to produce ? The number of letters posted last year up to 
178et>t""l89C l-,eeem^er was 84,370, and the number of telegrams transmitted, 5,040 ; tho revenue from the

‘5 ’ sale of stamps was £743 ; from telegrams, £387 ; from money orders and postal notes, £49; or in all,
£1,179. That is a fairaverage of the work done for the last livo years. Last year tho number of deposits 
was 3G0, amounting to £4,519 15s.
1824. Has tbe amount of these deposits changed very much ? No. Last year was a very good average 
year.

Mr. Hobert Walter Stewart, Mayor of Hiliston, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. E. W, 1825. Chairmani] How long have you been here ? Since 1878—eighteen years.
Stewart. ig2G. You have a good knowledge of tbe district ? Ibis.

,AT"‘"A'","7ih. 1827. Mr. Regan.] What is the area of tbo Municipality of Hillsion ? I think it would embrace about 
l78^-*1896-32,009 acres.

1828. What is your revenue ? Something under £500.
1829. And your expenditure? About the same. We spend what we have.
1830. You are not in debt P We arc not in debt,
1831. Have you any knowledge of the acreage under crop in this district? It is something like 20,000 
acres.
1832. What is the chief crop ? Wheat.
1833. Is there any other crop ? Nothing worth mentioning.
1834. What is the return per acre? Erom 12 to 15 bushels.
1835. ,1 suppose you have a ready market for your wheat ? No : there is a surplus over and above the 
local demand.
183G. Where is your market ? Sydney is the market which we have been trying to get.
1837. Have yon been successful there ? We have been able to sell wheat there, but the cost of sending 
it to market is more than we can afford to pay. It costs Is. per bushel to send wheat from this district 
to Sydney. 1,000 acres of wrheat would yield, averaging .12 bushels to the acre, 333i- tons. That, at 
5d. per bushel, if sent to Sydney, would give a return to the railway of £250. The same area—1,000 
acres—under sheep, allowing 5 acres lo the sheep, would carry 200 sheep, and they would yield, averaging 
the fleeces at 6-| lb., 1,300 lb. of wool, or a little more than half a ton. That, if sent to Sydney by 
railway, would give a return of something less than £5 a ton.
1838. How many acres of grazing land are there in this district? Yesterday it was stated that there 
were something like 1,000,000 sheep in the district, and if we allow 5 acres for tho sheep that would give 
5,000,000 acres of grazing land. If the railway were brought into this district, however, 1 think we should 
take wool off more than 1,000,000 sheep, although 1 take that number as the basis. Estimating that 
100,000 of these sheep will be sent away as fat stock, and allowing 0$ lb. as an average fleece, there will 
be something like 2,600 tons of wool from the 900,000 sheep that are left. This wool at the present time 
costs us £6, £7, and £8 a ton to land in Sydney, according to the distance which it has to travel; but, 
supposing the freight by mil was £6 a ton, that-would give a return to the railway of £13,000. Now we 
pay £8 ])er truck to send sheep from Carrathool, and it costs us £1 a hundred to send them to Carrathool. 
Instead of driving them over dry roads in hot weather, we would rather pay £1 a hundred extra to the railway, 
that would mean for 100,000 fat sheep £9,000 revenue. Iu order to show the probable revenue that would 
be derived by the line, I have worked out certain figures which might be made larger, but which, even if they 
are decreased, will still show a handsome income. I take 1,000,000 acres of land as the area that could 
be made available for close settlement, and better land is not to be found in New South "\Yales. The

exact
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exact area would be 1,000,000 acres. That is tho area of land lying within 10 miles on each side of a line Mr- 
from Temora lo ITillston, a distance of 130 miles. This country is valued by the Crown for homestead. Stewftrt- 
selections at from 7s. (id. to lus. an acre; but with a railway its value would be restored to £1 an acre.
That would mean a revenue to the Crown of £12,500 in deposit money alone. After five years the Crown p - *
gives a certificate, and tbe payment is doubled, which would make the annual revenue £25,000. If from 
half this area 12 bushels of wheat an acre were obtained, there would be 0,000,000 bushels of wheat to 
send to the Sydney market. That, at 5d. a bushel, would give to tbe railways a return of £125,000.
Yesterday witnesses were asked where people would come from to take up this land. They are coming 
from Victoria and renting land on the halves system.
1839. Has any land been worked on that system in this district ? No. The Government are giving us 
land on more advantageous terms than vve have had before, so we are not reduced to these straits ; but 
when land is thrown open there is a perfect rush for it, and it has to bo allotted by ballot. The Victorians 
have complained that they are at a disadvantage under this arrangement, by having to ballot against single 
men whose fathers already have laud in the district. The Minister lias asked leave to introduce a Bill to 
provide what I may call special legislation to deal with these cases ; but there is no necessity for that.
A railway to this district would open up what will be eventually the granary of New South. 'Wales. People 
from Victoria will be able to obtain land hero such as they cannot get in their own Colony. I think that 
the line as shown on the map is very absurdly placed. If the object is to got to Broken Hill, it can bo 
scon at a glance that the line should go from Cobnr, A. line coming here should come from Temora,
With regard to the deviation, 1 admit that it would serve the present population, hut that is very small.
The northern route skirts the best of the grazing country, while the deviation skirts the agricultural 
counlry. You could get into good agricultural land coming from Grenfell; but a line from Temora would 
come through tho middle of it. J have travelled over the country between Hillston and Xalgogrin, which 
is halfway to Temora, and I know it to be good agricultural land, because 1 have seen the crops obtained 
from it.
1840. Is it plain land or hilly country ? It is undulating country, There are some bills, but tho area is 
not very much reduced by the bills There would be no diiik-ulty in constructing a railway there, because 
Providence has left gaps for the purpose. Water, too, is easily obtained. I know places where you can 
dip it up from the wells from the surface.
1811. What kind of timber is there ? Various kinds—pine, belar, box, wilga, and mulga. The timber is 
pretiy thick in some places, but there is a good deal of nice open counlry. At one time it was all open; 
but the pine has overgrown a good deal of it. The pine country is, however, easier to clear, aud when once 
cleared it is always clear. There is a stock route across, and after a flock of sheep has travelled over, 
earning nith them gni'-s-secd, I have noticed the same pasture in places there as we have here. I 
consider that the construction of a railway would so encourage population that the rabbits would soon be 
effectively dealt with. The country has spent enough upon rabbit inspectors and in paying for scalps 
to build half-a-dozen railways : but population is the only thing that will effectively cope with the rabbits.
I spoke about 1,000,0110 acres being taken up for agricultural purposes, hut it must also be remembered 
that tho construction of a lino would encourage the taking up of land, and no doubt improvements would 
be effected in work done upon resumed areas that are now abandoned, With a railway, I do not think 
we should have any unemployed, supposing men were willing to work. ,
1842, You have travelled 70 miles from Hillstou southward f Yes.
ISIS. That is all good agricultural eountry ? Yes.
1841. And there is fair water and good pasturage for sheep ? Yes.
1S45. Ho you not think that Broken Hill should bo connected with the railway system of this Colony?
I do not say that it should not; hut J do not know why tho railway should go to Broken Hill.
1848, What is the population of this town ? About 500.
1847. Do you know the population of Broken Hill? It might he 5,000, or it might be more. I know it 
was very large some time ago.
1848. Do you not think that a large population like that should he offered the same facilities as the 
people of Hillston aro asking for ? I have no objection to their having a railway, but tbe line will have 
to run thongh very inferior country to get there.
1849. .Do you think that if a line is taken to Broken Hill that will keep back the Hillston lino ? I do 
not think so. I think that a line could be taken from Temora to Broken Hill.
1850. Do you think that a line from Hillston to Broken Hill would pay ? A line from Temora to 
Hillston would pay.
1851. Do you know the country about Grenfell ? Yes; I was there for two or three years. 1 do not 
know Temora, but I know Cootamundra.
1852. You do not know the country between Temora aud Yalgogrin ? No.
1853. Is the country through which you travelled, 70 miles south from Hillston, as easy for railway 
construction as the country between here and Condobolin? Yes.
185-t. You say it is all Crown land ? Yes.
1855. lias it ever been thrown open for selectiou ? Not specially.
1830. What is your reason for thinking that if a railway were brought to Hillston there would be a rush 
for land here? Because in the mere hope of a railway applications are to he mado for 70,000 acres.
1857. Is land likely to be thrown open in this district soon ? There are 30,000 acres which it is intended 
to offer, and not one acre will be left after the first Lands Office day. People are hanging back until they 
hear what the decision will ho in regard to tho railway. When people say lo me “I shall want 40,000 
acres of this land if it is decided to make a railway,"’ t know that the land will ho taken up.
1858. is it a I'nir statement of the ease that the complete earnings of the line from woo! will ho £13,000 a 
year? 1 think it is absurd in the extreme to attempt to say what tho return will he. 1 do not think the 
Commissioners’ estimate is a fair one. 1 can give a pretty fair idea as to what will happen, taking certain 
figures as a basis, but I would not fix the return at £20,000. or at £100,000.
1859. You think the figures you have given arc more correct than the estimate of the Bailway Depart
ment ? I think they arc mure likely to be right,
IStiO. AV lint kind of soil is thero Horn Hillstou 70 miles south ? G ood red loamy soil, and soil that has beon 
well tested. I have taken notice of these things for fourteen or fifteen years, and I understand farming.
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Mr. R. W. j have had experience in it for over twenty years, and I suppose I have been connected with it for nearly 
Stewart, jjff.y years. Tho soil is of a lasting character, and when thirteen or fourteen crops have been taken off it 

IfsiTt^lSOe ^as*; croPas ?ood as sec0Dd’ d know one place where the land wTas taken up in 1868 that has 
11 ‘ since been cropped at least twenty times without ever having been manured,

1861. Have you any idea of tbe rainfall here ? Seventeen or 18 inches. The route from Temora to 
Hillston has been surveyed.
1S62, When ? Some years since. They have been over it two or three times.
186-3, Have you had to fight the rabbits’during your time ? Yes. We net them off and kill them within 
the enclosure. _
1864. Are yon in favour of legislation compelling land-holders to cope with tho rabbit pest? Yes ; aud I 
know that the district generally is favorable to such legislation, because at a meeting of the Pastures and 
Stock Protection Hoard I was instructed as a delegate when going to Sydney to advocate compulsory 
destruction and simultaneous action.
1865. Por what reason ? If one man fences in his holding with wire netting he should not he damaged 
by the action of a neighbour who allows his rabbits to breed. The rabbits aro one of the most damnable 
pests we have.
1866. Have many holdings been thrown up here ? Yes; there are millions of acres in the resumed
areas. _
1867. Is the land good? Yes; but there is not enough encouragement to keep the rabbits down. If
wool were Is. a lb. I think they would be kept down. ' '
1868. Has any land been given up because of the distance from market ? Land has not actually been 
given up. People are hanging on to it in the hope of something turning up; but they have had to run into 
debt, so that the land is almost as good as given up. People cannot live upon it.
1869. Do you know anything about the probability of meat-freezing works being established here ? I have 
heard a man say that it would be done, and that he would do it. I think that be is a man who generally 
does what he says, and I know that he would find the means.
1870. Where are they to be established? Here is a place for them. We happen to be very centrally 
situated here between the pastoral and tho agricultural eountry.
1871. Where would the stock come from to supply these freezing-works ? Prom the country on the 
northern side of the river. It is all good fattening country.
1872. Mr. Trickeit^] The route which we are considering has been proposed as a line midway between 
the Cobar aud the Hay line. The Commissioners urge that it would servo country lying between these 
two lines which is not at present served ? The proposed line would leave the pick of Kiverina lying to 
the south of it, so that the trade of Kiverina would still go to Melbourne.
1873. The Secretary to the Kailway Commissioners urged that the laud on the hanks of the Lachlan was 
the best country to be served ? I do not agree with that in an agricultural sense.
1874. You think that the country between Temora and Hillston is much better for agriculture.? Yes.
1875. You spoke of the country 10 miles on each side as likely to bo served by the proposed line;—do 
you think it would pay people to send their produce a greater distance than that ? Yes. At the present 
time we have given £1 an acre for land about here; but owing to the representations that have been

* made as to the difficulties of transit, the Crown has been willing to reduce the price, and land is now
available at 7s. 6d., 10s., and 15s. an acre. If there were a railway hero, I think the value of £1 an acre 
would he restored to the land, because you could grow wheat here, and the land would then be worth the 
money. .
1876. Hut the expensive improvements that are now necessary would be equally necessary if you had a 
railway ? They might be necessary, but men do not mind spending money upon improvements if they 
can get a return for the expenditure.
1877. "VVhat do yon put down as the expense of cultivating a 640-aere block ? I think that to make a 
start here a man would want £300 or £400. It takes £50 a mile to fence this land. Yesterday a witness 
stated that he could grow wheat at Is, Sd. a bushel; another witness stated that he could grow it at 2s. 
a bushel; and a third witness that ho could grow it at 2s. 6d. a bushel. All were perfectly correct, hut 
one man happened to have 1,000 acres in, and he roughs it a bit, while a good deal of his land is open 
eountry and ready for the plough. Another man takes up a scrub lease; he knows that the land is good, 
hut he knows the expense of clearing, and therefore he wants a little more for his wheat. With regard 
to the inwards tonnage of Hillston, Mr. Hullerton imports 620 tons per annum, and I estimated the other 
places do about the same. The cost of carriage averages about £7 a ton.
1878. I’rom how far out west would the railway draw in the traffic ? Prom Mossgiel and Ivanhoe.
1879. Hut in good seasons, when the river was up, the trade would always go to the river far west ? Yes; 
but most of the northern eountry would send here if the railway came to Hillston.
1880. You do not think that the proposed railway would be tho great draw that the Commissioners con- 
tom])! ate ? Ho ; it only skirts the good country.

. 1881. Do you think that the traffic would continue to go to the main line centres ? Yes.
1882. Wbat is the total tonnage here ? About 1,200 tons. I tbink we pay £3 6s. Sd. between Hillston 
and Carrathool.
1883. Do people suffer much inconvenience in getting to the railway, or is the road a good one to travel?
The roads are fair, but far. .
1884. You made some reference to the halves system ? The Yictoriana are renting land from the squatters 
and growing wheat upon terms. They give the bolder of the land so much, and keep so much; but it 
would pay them better to take up Crown land. They would not continue to be the tenants of private 
people if they could got Crown land.
1885. Chairman.] With what place do the people of Grenfell want to be connected ? At tho time I was 
there there was an agitation for a connection with Cowra.
1886. What is the country like between Grenfell and Cowra ? It is pretty rough.
1887. Would it be a heavy line to make ? Hot a very heavy line.
1888. What is the country like from Grenfell to Young? It is very similar. There is some nice agri
cultural country‘between Grenfell and Young. It is not so rough as from Grenfell to Cowra.
1889. What is the country like between Grenfell and Forbes? It is really good land. I have ridden
over it, -

1890.
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1890. Your knowledge of the country appears to be limited to a line west from Wyalong? Yes. My Mr. R. W.
knowledge extends to a distance of 70 miles east, Stewart,
1891. You do not know the country between Temora and Wyalong ? Yo.
1892. Wyalong lies pretty well west of Grenfell, and if there were an easterly connection from Hillstou ^ ‘
we should have to consider whether it would be better to go easterly to Grenfell or south-easterly to 
Temora? Yes, I cannot tell you anything about the country between Grenfell and Wyalong.
1893. One hundred and thirty miles of new line at £2,200 a mile would cost, roughly, £300,000 ? Yes.
1894. The area of country within 20 miles of such a line would be about 1,500,000 acres ? Yes,
1895. Hour per cent, on £300,000 would be £12,000 a year ? Yes. ‘
1890. That would be something over 14. per acre for tbe total area benefited ? Yes.
1897. Ho you tbink the rent could be increased to the extent of Id. an acre if the line were made ? I 
certainly think so.
1898. What does a conditional purchaser pay for land close to a railway ? Anywhere now ho has to pay 
2s. per acre deposit.
1899. What is the average rent of conditional leaseholds? l£d. per aero. All the people round here 
have been paying 2d. If the rent is fixed at 1-Jd. or Ijd. they consider themselves pretty well off.
1900. Can you tell us what the selectors pay for their conditional leaseholds in other parts of Hiverina, 
wliere the land is similar to this, and within 10 miles of a railway ? They pay as high as 3d. and 4d, an 
acre. In many places they are paying 3d. an acre and are using the land for grazing,
1901. They could pay more than that if they were using it for agriculture ? Yes. I know land for 
which rent is paid for grazing which has been assessed at 3d. an acre.

Mr. William Cowley, Government Land Tax Assessor, Hillston, sworn, and examined;—
1902. iffr. LTassuZi.] Have you been assessing the land in this district? Yes. Mr.
1903. For how long? For the past two months. W. Cowlcj,
1904. What is your opinion as to the value of the laud hero? It varies considerably.
1905. Are you assessing its value for grazing purposes only? For grazing and for agriculture. I 17 Sept., 1896. 
simply assessing the purchased land and the land in course of alienation.
1906. What is that land suitable for ? The land on the northern side of the river is almost all pastoral land.
1907. And likely to remain so for some years to come, because of the tenure ? Yes.
1908. What about the land on the southern side of the river ? From 15 to 20 miles to the south of 
Hillston there is a good deal of agricultural land.
1909. Have you had any experience in valuing land in other parts of the country? Yo ; but I have 
had a good deal of experience in working land.
1910. How does this land compare with land similarly situated in other portions of the Colony? There 
is a great deal of land south and south-east and east from here which is very suitable for wheat growing.
1911. What would the waste Crown land in this district be worth if it could be utilised for agricultural 
purposes,—what rental could you fairly ask for it ? The value would be considerably increased if tho 
land were within reasonable distance of a railway.
1912. tSopposing there were a prospect of tbe railway coming to tbe district? I think that a good deal of 
land would be worth from £1 to 25s. an acre.
1913. You think that the rental could be based upon a capital value of from £1 to 25s, an acre ? Yes ; 
speaking with regard to a groat part of the land.
1914. You think that the land in this district would he taken up if railway communication were afforded ?
Yes. *
1915. Ho you think that settlement would increase here? Yes; there is a good deal of land available 
which would be taken up.
1916. By whom ? I could not say where the people would come from; but I believe that the land would 
be taken up if there were proper facilities for getting the produce away.
1917. You have no knowledge of the intention of Victorian or South Australian farmers to come here ?
Yo.
1918. If the line were taken on the northern side of the river, would that add to the value of the laud on 
the southern side ? Yot a great deal, because the people here would not be much nearer the lino then 
than they are now,
1919. The only way to develop this country would he to construct the railway cither from Grenfell or 
Hillston, or from some point on the southern line running on to Hillston ? Yes.
1920. Ho you think the proposed deviation would be of any great advantage to the district ? I daresay
it would. '
1921. Yot so much as a connection by another route ? It would not pass through such good farming 
land,
1922. You think there is a larger area of good farming land between Hillston and Temora or Grenfell 
than in tho direction taken by the proposed line ? Yes ; there is a very largo extent of farming country 
between Temora and Hillston, though there is a piece of that country that 1 have not been over.
1923. Have you been over the country west from Hillston ? Yes, for about 40 miles.
1924. Is that country equally good ? That is the pastoral country.
1925. The agricultural country extends south and cast from hero ? Yes.
1926. Thero is^ a very large area of land available which would bo taken up if bettor means of communi
cation wmre afforded ? 1 think so.

Mr. Arthur Caldwell Sawtell, sergeant of police, Hillston, sworn, and examined :—
]927. Chairman!] What are tho boundaries of your district? It includes Lake Cudgellico, Euabalong 
Mount Hope, Gilgunnia, Gunbar, Mossgiel, and Ivanhoe. ’
1928. "What is tho distance between Euabalong and Ivanhoe? Houghly speaking, about J50 miles.
1929. What is the distance from Mount Hope to Gunbar ? 120 miles.
1930. How many people are there in this district? I should think there are 600 in Hillston, and I would
allow 300 for every other town; hut I could give you no idea gs to the number of people on the 
stations. i qqi

Mr.
A. C, SftwtclL

17 Sept,, im
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, „ 1931. Do you knoM'the country ftlons the route of the proposed line ? I know Mount Hope, Ivanhoe,
A-^“!LWilcannia,audSi1verton. . .
17Sopt 189G How does the eountry east from the Willandra and Mount Hope, going towards Condoboliu,

p ■' ' compare ivith tlie country from Hillston east ? It is not nearly so p;ood for agricultural purposes.
1933. Do you know the country between Hillston aud Grenfell ? Ko ; I only know the country for 40 
or 50 miles in that direction. That is ail good land. It is better than the country to the north,
1934. How would you describe tbe’ land to the north ? It is pastoral country, aud scrubby m places, 
with mallee.
1935. Tou have no doubt that it is inferior to the land lying east and south-east of Hillston ? T have no 
doubt about it. It strikes me as anomalous to run a line across to Broken Hill, seeing that federation is in 
the air, when Broken Hill is only 200 miles from Fort Pirie. "With regard to the settlement of the country 
about Hillston, I believe that there is a great exodus from Victoria hero. I base that opinion upon what 
I have seen at Jerilderie. The land here is not quite so good as at Jerildcric, but there is more of it 
available. Nearly all the land in the Jerilderie district has been alienated.
193(>. Is any of tbe land there leased ? Some of it is leased under the new homestead leasing system at, 
6d. per acre.
1937. Is it readily taken at that ? Yes. Its capital value is assessed at £2 an acre, _
1938. How far is it from Jerilderie? Out towards Berrigan. About Berrigan they are asking £3 an 
acre for land.
1939. What area do they hold for farming purposes down Berrigan way ? 640 acres is considered a largo
area for a farmer. 320 acres is. I think, ample there. ‘
1940. 640 acres would be ample here ? .1 think so.

Mr. Samuel Nixon, farmer, Gunbar, sworn, and further examined:—
Mr. S. Nixon. 1941. Chairman.] I understand that you desire lo make a statement to the Committee ? I may state that 

during the summer months I have been appraising special areas on the Murray, and J have had many 
17Scpt,,1896. opportunities of speaking with people inquiring for land. I have spoken to them of this district, and its 

capabilities, but they say they have an objection to coming here because of the distance from market. At 
that time there was some agitation for a line, but there was great uncertainty as to whether It would 
come hero. I am satisfied that if people knew that a line was to be made here, they would come in large 
numbers. . _
1942. And Ihev would bo willing to pay rent for the land ? 3res. This land would be readily taken up 
at a capital value of about 17s. 6d. an acre. That would be its value from an agricultural point of view if a 
railway were constructed. Without a railway it is valueless. It costs about 6s. an acre to get your wheat 
to market, so that you cannot cultivate here to any advantage. About Gunbar we arc paying from 21d. to 
3d. an acre rent,
1943. Is the land similar to this? Yes.
1944. How far is that from Carralhool ? Forty miles.
1945. Is much land available at Gunbar? No ; there is no land available at the present time,
1946. Could tbe land all be leased for 2d. or 3d. an acre ? Yes, readily. _
1947. Is it reasonable to suppose that if a railway were brought hero land could be leased at a fairly high 
price ? I think it could be leased for 3d, or 4d. an acre. That is land within 10 miles of the line.

Mr. Thomas Cadell, Inspector of Stock, Hillston, sworn, and further examined :—
Mr.T.CadoII. 194S. Chairman.] You have a statement to make with regard to the rainfall of this district? *3:os. Tho 
/—^ average rainfall at Lake Cudgellico for eleven years has been 19 48 inches ; at Hillston for eight years 

17Sept.,1896. 17'72 inches; and at Gunbar for four years 19'3l inches. If the line were brought through what we 
know as Munya Gap, 20 miles east from here, through which a line has been surveyed from Temora, 500.000 
acres of Crown land suitable for wheat growing would be served. The country between it and tlie Cudgellico 
Bange is almost dead level.

FRIDAY, 18 SEPTEMBER, 1896.

\The Sectional Commitlec met at the Court-house, Hillston, at 10 cr.wi.]

ijlrf stent:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. JVilliam Joseph Tbtckett. | John Lionel Pecan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eaiiway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Mr. Robert Walter Stewart, Mayor of Hillston, sworn, and further examined :—
Mr. B. W. 1949. Chairman!] I understand that you desire to supplement the evidence which you gave yesterday? 

Stewart. I vvish to supplement my evidence with regard to the present position of tho Hay line. For some 
—■'■n considerable time, owing to tlie fact that from Narrandera to Hay the line passes principally through 

ISSept., 1896. j)nat;oral country, and runs parallel to a navigable river, that railway has not been paying, but lately tbe 
business has increased, and the line is now regarded as a paying concern. Companies owning sheep and 
wool in the district are entering into business relations more with Sydney than they have donem previous 
years, and both wool and fat stock are being sent to Sydney. For one man alone I paid £368 for trucks. 
That was in the month of August, and before October is out 1 shall have to pay another £160. He is a 
small man.
1950. Mr. Trickett.] What do you call a small man? Ho is a homestead lessee. I have sent away some 
7,000 sheep for him. He has more than 10,000 acres. The sheep do not cross into 3rictom now because 
of the stock tax. I do not know of any sheep having gone to Wcfcoria for the last two years.

1951.
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Iflpl. Chairman,'] Because of the stock tax ? Yes ; and because the price of sheep in the Sydney market E’-W. 
is improving. * Stewart.
ID.;?. Can you tell us tlie cost of freight from Kay to ^Melbourne and from Hay to Sydney ? It costs us i8g7"t""i896 
4s. Gd. to land a sheep iu ilelbourne from here, but we can land sheep in Sydney for 2s, 2J, each. ^ '
.1053, What does it cost to drive them from Hillston lo Carrathool? £1 a hundred if the number is large.
That comes to 2^d, a sheep.
1954. If the railway came hero you would he able to send your sheep to Sydney for Is. lOd. each? Yes ; 
hut we would send by rail, even if tbe rate were as high as it is now, rather than drive the stock to 
Carrathool.
1955. Mr. Hassall^] Was the country tho Committee were taken to sec yesterday afternoon a fair sample 
of the country for some distance round Hillston ? Yes. I suppose for 30 miles south and 70 miles to
the east the country is the same. .
1950. The Committee saw several farms yesterday ;—I presume that the other farms in the district are 
similar in character ? Yes; they are all good.
1957. Chairman,] Is there auything further you wish to add ? With regard to Mr. Cadell’s*evidence, 
although the area referred to by him embraces a larger area than that under his control, a line to Hillston 
would obtain wool from other parts of the district besides its immediate neighbourhood. Gunbar is only 
30 miles from here, and we would get that wool. We would also get wool from as far as TJabba and 
Merri-Merrigal.
1958. Mr. Fegan,] What timber have you Iiere ? Pine, principally.
1959. What is it used for chiefly ? Por building purposes almost entirely.
1960. Is there any timber about here which is fit for railway sleepers ? Timber suitable for that purpose 
is not plentiful very near to Hillston ; that is, if gum is required.
1961. Pine would not make good railway sleepers? IS'o. It is good lasting timber in the ground ; but 
it will not stand being spiked.
1962. How much per 100 feet is pine sawn at ? Dressed, from 12s. to 13s., and in the rough for as little 
as 7s.
1963. Are there any saw-mills about here ? Two.
1964. Are they doing a good business ? There is always as much wanted as they can cut.
1965. Personally, you arc not interested in the trade? No.
.1966. How much timber is cut in the year? I could not say. The rate for wool from Carrathool to 
Sydney is £3 13s. 4d.
1967. Chairman.] What is it to Melbourne ? I have heard that it is £3 15s. a ton.
19G8- 1 suppose they are both cut rates? Yes; they are not always fixed.
1969. Mr. iuigan.] Can you give the Committee an estimate of the cost of making a close pine fence ?
That pine fencing—stubbing it is called—is dear fencing, and costs from £56 to £60 a mile. It is not 
so lasting as wire fencing, because the young timber rots and. requires renewing. It would last about 
ten years, whereas the life of wire fencing might he taken as twenty years.
19/0. It is not so good as wire fencing ? No. It is not very substantial. It leans sometimes, and then 
the rabbits can get over it or through it. Wire-netting is much cheaper than it was. It can he landed 
here and erected for from £32 to £35 a mile, white the fence would cost about £25 a mile, making the 
total cost £55 a mile.
1971. Chairman.] The rate from Hay, per ton, is £3 Hr. 7d. for dumped scoured wool, £4 3s. 9d. for 
undumped scoured wool, and £3 4s. for greasy wool ? Not much undumped wool would be sent, except 
by small holders who have not the means of dumping it. New South Wales would he placed in a 
splendid position, as far as competition with Victoria is concerned, if there were a railway to Hillston.
It is estimated that it now costs from £7 to £8 a ton to land the wool at either capital, and if the railway 
could take it Jrom here for £5 10s. or £6 a ton there would be not only the saving in freight, but tho 
saving in time and less risk. They will not have to cut the rates when the railway comes here. With 
regard to the land tenure iu the Western Division, 10,240 acres is the mamimum area of a homestead 
lease. Id. per acre is paid as a deposit upon application, and the rent is then appraised by the Board.
19;2. IVhat is the usual rent charged? Prom Id. an acre upwards. Across tho river the rent is as high 
as 2d. an acre. The minimum area of a homestead lease is 040 acres. In the Central Division 640-acre 
blocks have been taken up as homestead selections, and they are let at a capital value of £1. If you 
comply with certain conditions—that is, if you fence or put up a house and live on the land yourself you 
pay lj per cent, on the capital value for the first five years, and at the end of that time you arc entitled to 
a grant, and you pay a rental of 2{r per cent, upon the capital value of the land. A deputy pays 21 per 
cent, on application. “ "
1973. What would ho the actual rental for the first period ? About 3d, an acre.
1974. What about the scrub leases ? The scrub leases run for fen years, with conditions and tenant right 
of improvements, and an extension of eighteen years can he obtained by asking for it,
1975. What do those lessees pay? The rent is fixed by appraisement. Some pay lid. per acre, and 
others less. With regard to conditional purchases—in the Central Division it is usual to apply for 640 
acres, and to take three times that area as a conditional lease, but there is nothing to hinder anyone from 
applying for the whole area as a conditional purchase, because he has a right during tlie term to make 
the whole area a freehold. The conditional lease runs for twenty-eight years.

Mr. James Macbeth EuUerton, storekeeper, Hillston, sworn, and further examined :—
1976. Chairman,] I understand that you wish to add to your evidence? Yes. With regard to the Mr, J. M.
carriage of goods, there is at the present time an advantage■ of £1. a ton in favour of Melbourne. That is Fullerton, 
lor general goods. The wool traffic is worked by rebate. r—--"--'-x
1977. When wool is at Hay, how much cheaper is it to send it to Melbourne than to send it to Sydney ? ISSept., 1896J 
At present there is a cut-throat rate, and it seems to me that if you had a good quantity to send you
could pretty well make your own terms.
1978. Do you think that at Hay the Yietorian people can beat the New South Wales railway system ?
Certainly not, if our railways were working on proper lines, which they are not doing. We have prac
tical^- only one agency now to take charge of goods—Messrs. Permewan, Wright, & Co. 1979.
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-*-^9. What do they cliarge to take goods to Melbourne? I could not tell you. 
rmlerton, yggo. "We are informed that they charge £7 10s. per ton ? A great deal less than that.

]8Sept'"l89G £2 15s. a ton from Hay, and 5s. commission ? It can be done for less than that. _
^ ’’ ‘ 19S2. AVhat does it take to send goods from here to Sydney through Hay ;—ive are informed that it costs

£8 ? The down rates are much cheaper than the up rates.
1983. What is a fair ruling rate? They do not charge commission to Melbourne. I could land wool in 
Sydney for £5 10s.
1984. If the railway were extended to Hillston, would there be any chance of wool paying £7 10s. a ton, 
and still going to Melbourne ? No ; the wool would go to Sydney then.
1985. What wool would go to Sydney if the line were constructed ? Wool would go from Cowl Cowl, 
20 miles down the Lachlan.
1986. The railway would serve an area bounded by a line extending from Cowl Cowl in a westerly and 
northerly direction past Ivanhoe, and then in a northerly and easterly sweep towards Grilgunnia; thence 
the boundary would come south-east to Mount Hope, and down to the Willandra Billabong? Yes; I 
feel thoroughly convinced of that.
1987. How many sheep are there in that area? I do not know ; but there must be nearly 1,000,000.
1988. Mr. Fe<jan.~] What is your opinion about compulsory legislation in regard to the rabbit pest ? I 
would be in favour of it if the Government made itself liable for the rabbits upon Crown lands. It is a 
very annoying thing when you are killing your own rabbits to see other people allowing theirs to breed.
1989. What does the destruction of rabbits cost you ? Last year it cost me £73 on a 10,240-acre block.
1990. You would be against compulsory legislation if the Crown were relieved of its responsibilities ? 
Yes.
1991. Any compulsory legislation must apply to the Government? Yes. There should be no exemptions 
at all.

Mr. Thomas Cadell, Inspector of Stock, Hillston, sworn, and further examined:—
Mr. T. Cadell. 1992, Chairman!\ You heard the last witness describe the area which he thought a railway to Hillston 

' would serve;—does it approximately cover the distance over which you exercise control ? It is a little 
18 Sept, 1896. ]arger than that district

1993. How many sheep do you estimate that there are within that area ? About 1,000,000.
1994. How many fat sheep would be likely to come off that country yearly ? 70,000 to 80,000. It takes 
in a considerable area of good country.
1995. Would they use the railway at Hillston? Yes; they would come to Hillston if there were a 
railway here.
1996. Would the wool come here? Yes.
1997. Do you think that a railway to Hillston would beat the Victorian railways ? That would depend 
upon the rates charged. On tho Cobar line they charge extra rates, while others arc charged special rates 
in order that they may send their wool in that direction.
1998. What is the freight from Hillston to Carrathool ? About £3 a ton.
1999. If the Victorian and New South Wales railway systems are fighting at Hay, it stands to reason 
that if you save £3 a ton the Now South Wales system will have an advantage to that extent ? Yes.
2000. Mould the New South Wales system be able to hold its own at Hillston ? Yes.

Mr. Frederick Milthorpe, near Lake Cudgellico, sworn, and examined :— 
y wmV 2001. Chairman.'] Where do you live ? Near Lake Cudgellico.

2002. Do you know the country from Lake Cudgellico to Grenfell? I have been through it, I know 
ISSept 1896 more Miout Lake Cowal.

‘ ’ 2003, MThat is the country like between Marsden and Grenfell, passing to the south of Lake Cowal? Grey
box country—very good country.
2004. Is that what they call tho Bland eountry ? Yes.
2005. What is the country like from Grenfell, past Wooyeo, Marsden, Rankin’s Springs, to Hillston? 
Grey box, hilly eountry. The great proportion of it is good'”, but there are some barren hills.
2006. Is it fairly level ? No, a good deal of it is hilly,
2007. From Wyalong to Grenfell, what is it like? Itis hillyfor about 30 miles. Then you get on to good
country. .
2008. What is the first 30 miles from Wyalong east? Grey box and pine. It will grow wheat, but it is a bit
quartzy. •
2009. "NV hat is it for the rest of the way ? It is hilly—passable country.
2010. Is the country between ’Wyalong and Grenfell better than the country between Wyalong and 
Temora ? It is pretty much the same. The Bland country is better country than the Temora country.
2011. Do you think a line from Grenfell to Wyalong would tap better country than a line from Temora 
to Wyalong ? The country is very much about the same. I do not see that it is any better.
2012. "Where do tbe Grenfell people want the railway to come from ? I cannot say.

Mr.
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Mr. George Milbourne Marsh, acting Crown land agent, Hillston, sworn, and examined :—
2013. Chairman.'] I understand that you have some information to give us with regard to the tenure of jj^Mawh 
land here ? 1 have some information which may prove of interest to the Committee. The following table ^ \ ^ ’
shows the number of applications for land for some years past:— 18 Sept., 1896.

Year.
Homestead leases.
Ho. of applications. Area applied for.

1890 ... • •» ... 24 ....... 141,718 acres.
1891 ... ... 5 ....... 29,955 ,,
1892 ... ... 0 ....... 22,324 „
1893 ... ... 5 ....... 1G.G44 „
1894 ... ... 5 ....... 14,508 ,,
1895 ... ... 2 ....... 8.100 „
1896 ... ... 3 ....... 10,800 „

1895 ...
Homestead selections.
... G .......

244,049 „

3,527 „
189G ... ... 6 ....... 3,840 „

1S9G ...
Settlement leases.

... 2 .......

7,367 „

4,748 „

1893 ...
Conditional purchases.
... 1 ....... 320 & C.L. 9G0 acres.

1894 ... ... 1 ....... 45 135 „
1895 ... ... 3 ....... 464 450 „
189G ... ... 2 ....... 140 1,220 „

2014. What is the price of the conditional purchase land? £1 an acre. There are a few special areas 
here,
2015. What is the maximum area of the conditional purchases ? 2,550 acres,
201G. And of a homestead lease ? 10,240.

Mr. William Shakespeare Hook, farmer, near Hillston, sworn, and examined :—
2017. Chairman.] What area of land have you ? 500 acres.
201H. How much have yon under wheat? 150 acres under wheat and 30 under barley.
2010. What do you propose to do with your wheat? I will send it to Sydney.
2020. How' ? By road to Carrathool and then by rail,
2021. Wbat will it cost you to get it from where vmu are to Carrathool ? From 1. Gd. to 2s. a bag. 
That is what X have been paying.
2022. What would it cost you to bring it to Hillston ? Not very much.
2023. How does wheat do here? It grows very well, so far as J have seen,
2021. What has been your return in tbe past? The highest return 1 have had is 32 bushels to the acre. 
That was from 50 acres on the farm on which I am now living.
2025. What kind of country is it? Fine country, with sandy soil.
202G. Is there much soil of this kind about the district ? Any amount of it. It is timbered country, but 
the best you can get after it is cleared. I bad 80 acres under cultivation, but part of it was older land, 
and was sown later. It gave me 20 bushels to tlie acre. The 32 bushels to the acre came off new land.
2027. Do you know the country going towards Temora and Grenfell ? Yes, for about 50 miles.
2028. Is not that land pretty well as good as yours ? After you go about 30 miles from here you "get into
the ranges, the land between here and there is as good as mine. The land in between tho hill is almost 
superior to the land here, because it gets a considerable amount of rain from the hills, and a good deal of 
stuff is washed down on to it. .
2029. Do you think a great deal of this land will be taken up when there is a railway here ? I am 
positive of it.
2030. Is there anything else you would like to tells us ? I am iu favour of compulsory rabbit destruction, 
and more especially do I think the Government should be compelled to kill their rabbits. I have had a 
very bad neighbour in the Government for years.
2031. At what can you grow wheat ? I think it would pay fairly well at 2s. 6d. a bushel, taking one year 
with another. I have only bad one failure of crop for fourteen years. Except in that year I have always 
made my expenses.
2032. Where did you come from ? Heathcote in Victoria.
2033. Would you as soon grow wheat here as at Heathcote ? Yes; you can grow as good, if not better,
crops bore than where I came from. ,
2034. What is tbe wheat-growing land at Heathcote worth ? At that time wheat was worth 2s. Gd. a
bushel. The land vyas taken up at £1 an acre; but; now it is worth £.10 an acre. It is used now
principally for dairying.
2035. Tou cannot tell us what is the capital value of the wheat land in Heathcote ? No.
203G. Can water be obtained all over this country ? On this side of the river you can get fresh water
almost anywhere yon sink. It may be deep, but it can be got, and the soil makes good holding ground. 
I have a well 110 feet deep, and there has been 90 feet of water in it for tlie last seven years.

Mr.
W. S. Hook.

18 Sept., 1896.

28G (fl)-H SATURDAY,
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. SATURDAY, 10 SEPTEMBER, 1S9G.

['/’/fc Sectional Committee met at the, homeatrnd, Roto Station, of 7'80 p.m.]

. ftesmt:— ■
THOMAS THOMSON HWING, Esq. (Chatrhas)- 

The Hon. M illtaw Josni'ir Trickett. | John Lionel Eeoan, Esq.
Tiiomas Heniit Hassall, Esq.

Tbe Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Mr. J homas W. Hyndman, book-keeper, New Zealand Loan and Mercantile-Agency, Roto Station, sworn,
and examined:—

Mr. T. W. 20J7. Chairman.] What is the area of this run ? The leasehold area is about 155,000 acres, and the 
Hyndmun. resumed area about the same.
,-------- ^ 2038. Are you doing anything with the resumed area ? Nothing whatever It has been thrown up.

19Sept., 1896. 2039. How many homestead lessees arc there on Roto ? None.
2040. "What about "Willandra Station ? That is held mostly under pastoral and homestead lease.
2041. How many homestead leases are there ? hour or five.
2042. The rest is avithin tho leasehold area? Tea,
2043. West from that is North Merrowie? Yes.
204-4. How many sheep are there on lloto at present ? About 22,000.
2045. You have bad more than that at times f Yes ; we have shorn up to about 60,000.
2046. ' What is your average carrying capacity ? Since 1S90, we have not shorn more than 22,000.
2047. How is that ? The land will not carry more.
2048. How do you account for that ? By the presence of tho rabbits, and tlie drought.
2049. You have not stocked up again since the bad seasons ? No ; wc could not carry more. We would 
carry more if we could.
2050. Do you kuow the proposed line aa surveyed by the Department? I know approximately where it
comos through Roto. '
2051. Can you describe the country passing in an easterly direction from Roto lo the western boundary
of Uranaway ? Yes ; it is all good country. That is about the edge of the good country. None of that 
land is inferior. " "
2052. What is the country like on Uranaway ? The greater part of it is inferior.
2053. "What about Gunninguldric? I have described that as fair.
2054. What about Koto north-east ? Bad ; it is mostly all mallee.
2055. W hat about Murrin, north ot the line ? It is principally covered with small scrub, such as salt bush.
2056. "What is the soil ? Very good. "
2057. What is tbe soil of Roto north-east ? Bandy, with mallee.
2058. What is the country like at the back of Booberoi ? That is beyond my knowledge.
2059. You see the line marked 11 A B.” on the plan-north from Unit" what Is the country like ? Erom 
Coan Downs south towards our northern boundary tlie country is mostly dense mallee.
2000. Will you describe the country extending 20 miles north of the line A B ? All the southern end 
of Coan Downs is dense mallee. .On the edge of Marooba you come on to a dense sheet of mallee, then 
you come into more open country again.
'2001. What about Tara? X think that all of Tara is good country. There are belts of ranges with nice 
open flats, though last time I was there tho pine was springing up pretty tbickiy.
2062, What kind of soil is the southern part of Tara? Sandy. "
2063, Is it good agricultural land ? J think so, for wheat or anything like that.

' 2064. What is Dine Dine like? That is all good country : it used to bo cattle country.
2065. Has the mallee belt run to the boundary of Coan Downs and Tara? Yos. *
2066. "Where does it get to on Murrin? In Murrin thero are patches of mallee, but not-much. It is 
mostly undergrowth—hop bush, ti-tree, and turpentine bush. •
2067. From Roto, going east from about 30 or 40 miles, and a little to the north of the surveyed line, the 
country is principally mallee at times, fora width of 20 miles, with fingers of better country" running up 
into it ? Yes.
2068. When you get on to Murrin and north from Euabalong the country improves considerably ? Yes.
2069. A considerable portion of tbe country is red soil, and might be utilised some day for agriculture ? 
Yes, if they go to the expense of clearing.
2070. It is not a hopeful country ? I should not think it was a hopeful eountry.
2071. Mr. Sassall.] "Where does your wool go ? We scud it direct to Melbourne. Tlie best goes in tbe
grease, but we scour a certain portion of it. We send it to Carrathool, and thence by boat or train. It 
is taken by Messrs. Permewan, Wriglit, & Co. "
2072. "What is the freight? We are getting it down this year from £G 5s. right through.
2073. By river ? Yes. '
2074. What is the road carriage ? Tbe road carriage from hero to Carrathool generally runs about
£2 13s. 4d. The distance is about 105 miles. "
2075. Do you regard that as a low rate ? Yes. This year wc are paving £3 7s. Gd. for uploading here
from Carrathool. 10
2076. 'The boat and railway charges to Melbourne amount to £3 10s. Sd. ? Something like that.
2077. Whore does the mallee of which you have been speaking extend to ? It extends through Marooba, 
and thence through Coombic, taking a smaL portion of Trida. Then it goes through Moullah and 
AalJock, which is poor country. Coombic is ridgy and rough, but there is some fair country there. The 
original line goes past our mulga block, and ou to lair country, right through a homestead lease and part 
of Wangaron and Wangaroa.
2078. What is the country like between tbe Willandra and down on the Lachlan ? That is all good grazing
country with open plains. There might be an odd sand-hill or pine ridge. The timber is principally box 
and wilga. 2079.
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2079. The'Willandra Wier throws the water up as far as ilossgicl ? Tes. i Hvndniftu'
2080. How often docs that weir run the water up as far as you are? The weir was only completed in ^_
1891. IflSi'pt., 1806.

2081. Have you had water ever since? Ho. The creek was dry last year. ^
2082. How often, and for how long has it been dry since the weir was completed? 1 wico.
2083. If the weir were raised 2 feet what effect would that have ? 1 think the supply of water would be
more permanent. The creek lias been running since A pril, but it lias not got to the Willandra Ham yet.
2084-, By the Morrowie Weir it is proposed to send the water up Middle Creek and into the Merrowie 
Creek, thence into Box Creek, and so into Cake Bitar Pungur and Cake Pika, the water eventually reaching 
the Lachlan again some 20 miles above Balrnnald ? Yes. ^ i r u i c
2085. With a good high fresh docs the water run right through there now ? Yes, with a good fresh, but 
I do not think it would go so far down. i t
20SG. Is there any danger of the line being interfered with by flood-water t Hot that ] am aware ot.
Horth of us Ihere might, be some swamps, but nothing to hurt the line. _
2087. What is the rainfall here? It averages a little over C3 inches. The following fable shows the
rainfall from 1878 :— 

Year. Indies. Year. Inches.
1878 ............... ]8- 1887 ... ... 24-40
1879 ............... 20-27 1888 ... ... 8S4 '
1890 ............... 1P95 1889 ... ... 24-35
1881 ............... 14 50 1890 ... ... 17'50
1882 ............... 14 94 1891 ... ... 20-39
1883 ............... 1P95 1892 ... ... 13-72
1884 ............... 8-33 1893 ... ... 1199
1885 ............... 15-34 1894 ... ... 24-00
1886 ............... 15-41 1895 .. ... lO’OO

2088. What are your rates of carriage ? We get up general goods from Sydney to Carrathool for £5
(L Irld J 1 l p
2089. What is the rate for wool to Sydney ? I cannot say. Our wool goes to Melbourne, but it costs us 
;£6 5s. a ton,
2090. Is that greasy wool ? Yes. .
2091. The rate from Carrathool to Sydney is £3 4s. 9d. You are paving £3 10s. Sd. to send to Melbourne.
Yes. ’
2092. "What would it cost you to get wool from here to Hillston? £1 a ton. . _
2093. If there were a railway at Hillston, would it pay the owners of the station to send their wool (o
Sydney ? I should think so. i t
2094. How manv tons of wool do you send away? The average lor llie hist few years has boon 30 tons.
2095. Wo that if there were a railway at Hillston you would save £1 J3s. on your road carriage, or about
£50 on your clip ? Yes. _
2096. Would that saving be sufficient to induce the company to send Iheir wool to Sydney ? K might; 
but these properties are under the Melbourne branch of the firm. They might transfer them to the
Sydney branch. _ • i ■ 11
2097. 'l)o you think it reasonable to suppose that wool from these stations and others in the locality would
use the railway at Hillston? 1 think it would. At one time Conn Downs and other stations used to 
send their wool this way : but now they send to the western line. Ccombie and Yathong send their wool 
to Melbourne. Coombie is 45 mites north of us. ^
2098. Mr. Jf'eyan.'] Hid vou get your stores from Melbourne before this year? Ho; we dealt locally.
In bulk goods local people are verv reasonable, and they suited us because we could get from them just 
what we required, and no more. ’ Ho doubt, if the train were brought to Hillston, we would deal with 
Sydney. _
2099. Mr. TricJcett.] How long does your lease run ? It expires in 1918.
2100. But half of the run is available at the present time for settlement ? Tes.
2101. I suppose the best land is in the, leasehold areas ? I think so, generally.
2102. What are the prospects of this country from an agricultural point of view ? Unless there is a long 
tenure the cost of land carriage and the bad seasons do not allow anything to be made out of it. The 
seasons here are very uncertain. You could not expect to get more than one crop in four.
2103. Do you grow any crop ? Y< s ; principally wheat. Wc bad 70 acres in the year before last, and wo
only got about 16 tons of hay. Most of the wheat was barely a foot high, We have 70 acres in again 
this year. .
2101. Do you know what is the experience of farmers at Hillston ? Some of them have done fairly well, 
and others have not. 1 think that the generality of them have not done well.
2105. Do you think that, from Hillston eastward there is sufficient, rainfall to enable people to do tolerably 
well by growing wheat? 1 think so.
2106. On this side of the Lachlan the rainfall is too small ? Yes.
2107. Do \ou consider that the land from Hillston westward is suitable for pastoral purposes only ? 
Yes ; tins is a very dry belt. You may expect rain, but it never comes.
2108. How have the homestead lessees got on out this way ? 1 think most of them have been rather 
unsuccessful, but 1 believe ibat that is because they started on the borrowing principle. Those who 
started with a clean sheet have been very successful, but those who borrowed have gone down. We have 
experienced one or two bad seasons, and that lias thrown them back. Of course they snfler just as the 
larger pastoralists suffer.
2109. is tins the kind of country where you could fallen sheep for market? Ho; it is not a good 
fattening country. It is mostly good for store stock. You could breed sheep here.
2110. The carrying capacity of this country7 will always be small? Yes.
2111. It is absurd to think that the wool freight from mil. here would give a sufficient return to the 
railway? The return would be very doubtful. As you get towards Mossgiel and Ivilfera, and out by 
Dundarra and Alma, you get good fattening country. The sheep fatten there quickly. Horth from hero
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Uvn^niTl' ^,never Baw anJ s^eep. You get good sheep, hut the sheep are not equal to those that arc fed on the 
plains. Very few send fat stock from these places.

19Sept, 1896. FeganJ] How do you deal with the rabbits ? In the summer we poison them wherever we can
along the frontage. We have only a few tanks on the runf and in the dry season we give the rabbits 
water poisoned w'itli arsenic. "We used to use poisoned wheat very largely; but now wo use phosphonsed 
pollard, which is very effective. When the grass gets a little dry they take the pollard readily. 
l!113. How many acres were required for a sheep before the rabbits came here ? Coan Downs was not 
heavily stocked when I went there, and they had about 30,000 shoep then, and they increased the number 
to 140,000 when they got it all fenced in.
2114. How many acres were there in their holding? They had then six 10-mile blocks. Here they 
generally allow five sheep to the acre.
2115. Have you rabbit-proof fencing here ? Yes; it is all wire netted.
211(5, How much a mile did it cost? It was very expensive, and cost about £33 a mile. We have not 
put up any lately, but I daresay we could get it now for £25 a mile.
2117. You are speaking of the wire netting apart from the fence ? Yes. < ,
2118. Are you able to keep the rabbits down ? We have kept them in check; but I think the seasons 
have helped us a good deal. In 1800 the rabbits were so thiolr that at dusk you could knock them over 
with a stick.
2119. How much have you spent in destroying rabbils ? We reckon that it has cost ns something like 
£800, not including the wire netting.
2120. What do you use your wheat for? We grow it to get hay for the stock.

MONDAY, 21 SEPTEMBER, 1S9G.
\Thc Sectional Committee met at the homeeteatt, Big Willantira Station, at 8'30 a.m~\

JJrcscnt:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (CiTArimAN).

The Hon. Willum Joseph Trickett. | John Lionel Peg an, Esq.
Thomas Henry If assail, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill,

Mr. Arthur Laird, manager of Big AYillandra Station, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. A. Laird. 2121. Chairman^] How long have you been hero ? Three years,

—' 2122. What is the area of the holding ? 197,000 acres leasehold and 83,000 acres freehold.
21 Sept.,1806. 2123. How much is there in the resumed area? It is about the same as the leasehold area.

2124. How is it held ? Mostly by homestead lessees,
2125. Do you grow any crops here ? Only for bay, -
212(5. What crops have you bad ? We have had one good crop in the three years I have been here. 
1893 was an average year, 1894 a good year, and 1895 a bad year. “
2127. How may crops of wheat would they get here on the average ? They might get one out of three.'
2128. The soil will grow wheat ? Yes ; but the rainfall is very irregular.
2129. How far are you from Hillston? Thirtv-five miles.
2130. How far from Hay ? 110 miles. *
2131. What is the freight to Hay ? £3 a ton.
2132. What would it be to Hillston ? £1 or 25s. a ton.
2133. If you could save £2 a ton would you mako use of a railway at Hillston ? I do not see how it
would pay us. I expect the freight would be about £5 12s. ^
2134. I suppose you would send either to Sydney or Melbourne, according as it was cheaper ? Yes ; it
would simply be a matter of cost. ’
2135. M7hat stock have you ? The average carrying capacity of the station would he about 70,000 or 
75,000 as nearly as possible. I could shear 85,000 sheep in a good year. We are shearing (51.000 now. 
213G. What would an average ficece weigh ? I think the grown sheep would average about 7 lb. this 
year. Six and a half pounds is about the general average.
2137. Mr. Eegan.~\' What do you pay for rent? £1,197. We are appealing against the assessment,
2138. "What does it cost you to kill the rabbits ? £1,200 a year, and in addition there is the cost of wire 
netting.
2139. What does that cost a mile ? It costs £5G a mile to put up the fence and to net it.
2140. Mr. Trickett.] Do you look upon this as good pastoral countrv? Yes.
2141. That is, if it is moderately stocked and the rabbits aro kept down ? Yes. '
2142. Are the noxious weeds troublesome ? They are in some years. They come in good seasons. The 
daisy-weed renders the country where it grows useless. The stock will not touch it, even in the very worst 
years.
2143. You carry on the destruction of rabbits systematically? Yes; we use every known method of 
destruction—poisoned pollard, poisoned water, and everything else.
2144. What do you think of the Rabbit Bill which is now before Parliament ? I think it will bo very
hard if those who have wire-netted their runs have 1o pay a tax for the destruction of rabbits, ‘
2,145. Ion think that those who have done their best to keep the rabbits down should be exempt? Yes ; 
if theirjroldiugs are netted in, and they can show that they are doing their best to keep down the rabbits. 
2L4G. "You would approve ot legislation making the destruction of rabbits compulsory? Yes.
2147. Do you think it would be of benefit to the district if the Willandra Weir were raised a foot or two ? 
I think it would ; I think it would send more water down the creek. At the same time I think that 
something ought to be done to regulate the dams along the creek. 1 think that the holders along the 
creek should be allowed to know whether they can put dams and by-washes or oversbotdams in the creek. 
There is a lot of work of that kind which I should like to do, The creek will be useless unless we aro 
allowed to dam it. '

2H8,
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21.48, Is the water in the bed o£ the creek absorbed very quickly ? Tes; oven where the dams are. '
There is a dam on the ilerrowie which will be dry before the present summer is over, if water docs uo gisept^iggc. 
come down the creek pretty quickly. ’
2140. But water can be got by sinking? Yes; at a depth of 119 feet on the average,
2io0. Is that good-water for drinking? Most of it is. On the salt-bush country the water is brackish.
The sheep do not do well on the salt water and salt bush together.
2151. Muring the last eighteen months you have been depending upon wells? Mostly upon wells ; but 
in one or two of our paddocks we have had water in the tanks.
2152. Chairman.']. Have they ever put down an artesian well here? They put down^ono at Holy Bos,
belween Mossgiel and Ivanhoe; but it was not a success. They think it is not possible to get artesian 
water about here. _ .
2153. Mr. li'crjan.] You would give the rabbit inspectors power to act should a station neglect to wire
net? Yes, I think so, _ _
2154. You would have no objection to such a provision in the Act? No. I think it should be made 
compulsory for everyone to do his best to clear the rabbits. Of course, where there are sand hills and
lignum country, it is very difficult to deal with the rabbits. They will not take the poison very well m ■
the lignum.
2L55. Have you any stock besides sheep on your holding? Only about GO head of cattle. M e have paid 
for as much as 80.000 rabbits a month at Id. per scalp. These are the figures for those months in 1894, 
when we were paying for scalps:—

Month. Scalp. Month. Seal]).
March ... ... 23.400 July ... ... 52,807
April ... ... 21,618 August ... ... 30,000
May ... ... 21,408 September ... 55,393
June ... ... 35,851 October ... ... 87,077

la November and December, and until the following March, we were poisoning with wheat and water. 
The figures above given refer merely to the number of scalps paid for. This year we paid for

Month. Scalp. Month. Scalp.
Mareli ... ... 728 July ... ... 13,745
April ... ... ],3G8 August ... ... 13,338
May ... ... 3,573 September ... 8,700
J une ... ... 3,410

Since August, 1893, we have sent 348,000 skins to market; we have killed as many as 7.000 in two nights 
at one tank.

Mr. John Gumming, surveyor, -Railway Comslruction Branch, Department of Public W orks, sworn, and
examined:—

2150. Mr. Trinkett.] You are at present occupied in surveying the line from Condobolin to Broken Hill, 
and are located near Big Willandra station ? Yes.
21.57. You know the country between Hillston and Mossgiel? Yes. _ t
21.58. It is quite level country, similar to that the Committee are now travelling through ? Yes. _ 
2159. A.nd suitable for the construction of a light line of railway ? For any kind of railway. There will

Mr.
J. Cummin g.
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be light earth works. _ _
2100. You are of opinion that it would be advisable to use slight earth works, in order to prevent 
damage being done to the line by water lying on the ground after heavy rainfall ? Yes.
2101. Mo you know anything of the country westward? Not between here and Menindie. I know the
country between Mcnindie and Broken Hill. _
2102. What kind of country is it; ? The earth works will be very light. There arc 10 miles of billy
country, and about 50 miles of level country. ^
2103. Will any box-drains or culverts be required in the level country ? Not many. _ _ .
2104. How much work have you done on the line ? The 70 miles from Broken Hill to Menindie. I am
only just; starting on this section. _ _ i . ,
2105. What is the countrv like from Broken Hill to Menindie ? The first 10 miles from Broken Hill is
hilly. .
2100. Is it timbered country ? There is some box along Stephen’s Creek for about 7 miles. The box 
might do for sleepers. Then there is shingle for ballast. _ _
2107. "What about the next stretch of country ? The next 50 miles is hard fiat country, with no timber
on it that is of any use. i _ ,
2108. Is there sufficient box to provide sleepers right through ? I think so, as far as Lake Menindie. ^
2109. And in the first 10 miles there is plenty of shingle for ballast? Yes, in tho bed of Stephen's 
Creek. I cannot say how deep the shingle is without trying it; but it must be several feet deep.
2170. What is the character oE the occupation between Broken Hill and Menindie ? Pastoral. The
runs are very large. There aro a few homestead leases on Stephen’s Creek now. -
2171. But when you getnearor to Broken Hill the pastoral holdings become very large? Yes.
2172. Is there any cultivation there ? 1 did not see any.
2173. It is all dry country ? Yes. The soil is good, hut there is very little rain. _ _
2174. Does the line of railway go close to the road ? It goes within a mile or two of the old Menindie to
Silrerton Bond. _
2175. 1 suppose there is very little traffic along that road? Very little. The coach traffic goes further 
to the south.
217G. J/r. JiffssoiJ.j, What places are there between Menindie and Broken Hill? There is a hotel at 
Lake Speculation, then Here is Kar’s station, about 20 miles from Menindie, the “Quandong Hotel” 
about 35 miles from Broken Hill, and six selections on Stephen’s Creek, about half way between the
hotel and Broken Hill. _
2177. Mr. Fagan.] Is there any population between Mossgiel and Menindie? Only at the station 
homesteads,

t

TUESDAY,
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; TUESDAY, 22 SEPTEMBER, 1896.

[The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Mossfjiel, at 10 a.m.J

frcamt:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. "William Joseph Tiitckett. | John Lionel Ekuan, Esq.
' Thomas Henky Hassall, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Bail way from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Mr. Alexander Cameron, grazier, Mossgiel, sworn, and e:\amiiied :—
Mr. 2178, Chairman.] How long have you been here ? I have lived in the district for twenty-two years.

A. Cameron. 2179, Are you interested in the district at the present, time ? Yes.
2180. Where is your holding ? Thirty-three mites north from Mossgiel.

^aapt.,1896. 218l_ What area have you ? 10,000 acies.
2182. How many sheep have you ? The number of sheep varies from time io time. T represent 20,000 
acres, because my brother has a holding adjoining mine. We carry from 5,000 to 7,000 sheep.
2183. Mr. 'Began.] Have you any land under cultivation? Ten acres to grow feed for tho use of the horses. 
I grow wheaten hay. I have never thrashed any wheat.
2184. How many bad seasons have you had since you have been in the district? The bad seasons vary so 
much in intensity.
2185. How many failures have you had through droughts ? 1 should think oue crop in three would be a 
failure.
2186. What is the average fleece ? About 7 or 7.) ib.
2187. Where do you send your wool? To Melbourne usually.
2188. What is your nearest railway station ? Hay.
2189. How many miles is it to Hay? 135 miles.
2190. What does it cost to send irom here to Hay ? Upon an average it costs about JH a ton.
2191. What does it cost to send tho wool to Melbourne? About £7 a ton on the average, including 
everything.
2192. Have you ever sent any wool to Sydney ? T sent some to Sydney last year, and if there wore a rail
way I would send to Sydney, even if tho rate of carriage were a trifle higher, because of other 
considerations.
2193. What did it cost you last year to send your wool to Sydney ? Last year road carriage was cheaper 
than usual. It cost a shade under £6 a ton.
2194. Why was road carriage cheap ? Because there was plenty of feed. Last year I paid £3 5s. a ton 
for road carriage, and I have paid £5 10s. a ton. Last year 1 could have sent to Melbourne for £G a ton. 
There was not much between the cost of sending to Melbourne And the cost of sending to Sydney.
2195. Then why did you send to Melbourne? There arc business reasons. Last year i got a bettor 
price in the Sydney market. Then, too, I had bought sheep, the wool of which had always been known 
in Sydney, and therefore I sent it to Sydney.
2196. Are you troubled much with noxious weeds ? No, wc arc almost free from 1 hem.
2197. Have you any poisonous weeds on your run ? Wc have no weeds that arc absolutely poisonous. 
There are some which provide very good food under ordinary eircumstinces, but which kill sheep if they 
arc hungry. Clover will kill the sheep it they arc very hungry and cat loo much of it, but it is excellent 
feed.
2198. How do yon get water? Wc sink tanks.
2199. 1 suppose you are not near the Billabong ? No.
2200. How many tanks have you ? We have about live tanks on the 20,000 acres.
2201. And plenty of water ? Yes, wc have never been short of water.
2202. How deep do you sink to get the water? We have no wells. We make our tanks 12 or 15 feet 
deep, and they lill with the drainage from the surface.
2203. Have you ever tried wells ? No ; but there are lots of them in the neighbourhood.
2204. Have they been a success ? Yes. Wc get an ample supply
2205. .Do you not 1 lunk that they are better than surface tanks? 1 do not think so. There is always a 
certain amount of expense in working wells.
2206. I suppose the tanks get dry in the summer time ? Occasionally, in a very bad drought.
2207. What is the rainfall at your place ? The average rainfall for the last fivo years has been about 
14‘80 inches, I think.
2208. Ho you not think that that is a sufficient fall for wheat-growing? Yes, if it falls at the proper
season of the year. .
2209. Is the district prosperous or otherwise ? It is not loo prosperous, owing 1o the low value of our 
produce.
2210. Is that the only drawback ? That and difficulty of transit arc the only drawbacks.
2211. The want of railway communication has nothing to do with it ? .Decidedly it has. Wc are under 
a very big handicap at present because, in times of drought, we cannot, get our stock away to districts 
where there would be feed. In 1888, when I was renling a good deal more countrv than the 20,000 
acres which we now hold, 1 lost 7,000 sheep from pure inability to get thorn away. There was plenty of 
grass in other districts, so that if there had been a railway 1 would not have lost them. The losses which 
occur from droughts are enormous. .
2212. You think that tho district would bo far more prosperous if you had railway communication than 
it is at present ? Yes.
2213. Do you know the country between here and Ivanhoe ? Yes.
2214. What is it like ? It is splendid grazing country, and a good deal of it is tit for wheat-growing.
2215. How much of it is lit Jor wheat-growing—one-third or one-half ? I should say at any rate 
one-third.

2216.
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2216. South of Mossgiel, between here and Tiny, what kind of country have you? 
country—good counlry.

It is all open downs Mr.
A. Cameron.

22L7. What kind of soil? Chocolate soil and bliiuk soil. It varies, ■
2218. With a fair rainfall it would grow anything ? Yes. _
2210. With railway communication this would be a very good district to live in ? Very good indeed.
2220. Where do you get your supplies from ? I always buy my supplies locally. _
2221. Do you know the country west of Mossgiel? Yes, to within about 50 miles of Menindie. For the
first 15 miles west of Ivanhoe it is open country, something like you see here, but with, perhaps, a little 
more timber scattered about it. Then you get into country still more timbered, and for 20 or 30 miles 
vou go through heavily timbered country, the trees being principally belar and pine, and then the country 
opens up again. Here and there you have open country, and then belts of timber. Every acre of the 
scrub land is wheat-growing country; but not very good grazing country, _
2222. Is that country leased? Yes ; and lately homestead leases have been taken up within 70 miles of
M enindie. That is an evidence that the country is fairly good.
2223. Are there any conditional purchases along there ? Ho. _
2224. With a ready market and railway communication, you could put more stock on the run ? Yes ; if
I was quite certain of getting them away when I got into a difficulty. At present, if a drought occurs, I 
am practically yarded, and my stock must die, because I cannot get them away. I tried to get stock away 
in 1888, but they nearly all died because of the bareness of the roads and the great distance. Even if 
they are as fat as whales when they start, they lose a lot of condition in travelling.
2225. What is the country like between Mossgiel and Wyalong ? The country is open plains pretty well
to Hillston. In my opinion, it. is all good country from here to Hillston. From Hillston, if you go up 
the river, you go through fine land until you leave the river and go east. From there it is timbered 
country. _
222G. What is the timber? I think belar is the reigning timber. It is all excellent soil. I should think 
that at any rate one-half of the country between Wyalong and Hillston was wheat-growing country.
2227. Is it level country ? Very level country. _ _ _
2228. Are there any engineering difficulties in it? 1 should not think so. There is one little range which 
the railway would go through, but I do not think there are any engineering difficulties.
2220. Have you gone from Wyalong to Tcmora or Grenfell ? Ho. I do not know the country much 
further than Wyalong.
2230. Have you been in tho Bland country ? Ho.
2231. Do you know anything of it by hearsay ? Yes; I have always heard it spoken of as good country. 
I also know the country up to Euabalong. I consider that that would he ail good country if it had 
means of transit for its produce.
2232. Have you been as far as Condobolin? I have been within 40 miles of it.
2233. Are you in favour of the deviation ? So far as 1 know, I do not think there is much to choose 
between the two routes; but if I had to express an opinion it would be in favour of the southern route. 
2231. Do you think that a railway from Wyalong would he better for the district ? Ho, I think the line 
from Condobolin would be better ; though as far as this district is concerned, I do not think it matters 
whether the railway comes from Temora or from Condobolin. I would be opposed io the construction of 
a line through Mount Hope, because such a line would go through very inferior country.
2235. You are aware that some people aro agitating for a line from Grenfell of Wyalong to Hillston ? 
From Temora Io Hillston.
2230. But so fur as you are concerned, you do not care whether the line goes from Wyalong or from 
Condobolin, so long as it comes near enough to Mossgiel to serve j ou ? Yes. It does not concern me 
where it comes from.
2237. Are you personally much troubled with the rabbits here? Yes, we have been very seriously troubled 
with them.
2238. Is your run wire-netted ? Yes, with the exception of a small area, which I hope to enclose very soon.
2230. What mesh do you use ? 1£ inch and 15 inch. I think that 1^- inch is the very largest mesh (hat
slionld be used. „
2210. What is your opinion with regard to tho Babbit Bill now before Parliament? I consider it a fairly 
good Bill. ■
2241. Aro you in favour of making the destruction of rabbits compulsory ? Yes. The Bill says that the 
State should contribute from a fund voted by Parliament; but that leaves a loophole for escape, because it 
is our experience that Parliament will not always vote this money.
2242. How much would it coat you to deal with the rabbits? I should say that on the average it costs 
me £100 a year.
2243. That does not include fencing ? Ho.
2214. What does your wire cost ? It is a long time since I put up wire-netting. I think it cost me 
about £36 a mile
2245. What would it cost now ? To put wire-netting on an existing fence would cost about £24 a mile.
2246. I suppose you employ the usual methods of poisoning? Yes.
2247. Do you lose any sheep from poison ? A few occasionally. They sometimes take the pollard ; but 
of course we adopt moans to prevent them from getting to the water. One factor that ought to have a good 
deal of weight with (he Committee in coming to a decision in regard to the proposed railway, is the 
existence of an enormous area of unoccupied land to the north of Mossgiel. Between here and Cobnr 
there area great many acres of land which arc now absolutely thrown up, and are not occupied by anybody, 
J twill devolve upon (he State, so long as these resumed areas are abandoned, to kill the rabbits upon 
thorn ; but with a railway that land would be taken up, and the State would be relieved of tbe responsi
bility. The land in question is inferior for grazing purposes, but plenty of it is good wheat-land. At 
the present time it does not pay to keep sheep upon it.
2218. If a railway wero made, would there be a prospect of that land coming into use again? I think 
so. The lands 1 speak of are 60 or 70 miles north from here. In times of drought they could not get 
stock away, and they would always have to pay high rates for (he carriage of their wool. 'That takes away 
any small margin of profit there might otherwise be. At the present time these lands are the breeding- 
ground for rabbits and wild dogs, and a standing menace to the better land in tbe district.

23 Sept., 1896.

2249.
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Mr. 2219. Tlie only way to deal with the rabbits is to have these lands takennp, and to have closer settlement ? 
Tes. Even if they were taken up by the pastoral lessee, he would kill the rabbits ; but, if they are not 

22Scpi, 18‘JG k^i.en UP’ 'v‘^ f11"1''6 to kill the rabbits, and the expense of doing so will be enormous.
’’ 1 2250, I suppose tbe rainfall on this country is not so large as the rainfall about Mossgiel? I think it is

greater. As you go north-east from bore the rainfall increases.
2251. Mr. TricTcett.~\ Do you know that there is any quantify of abandoned land close to tbe railways of 
tbe Colony ? Tes ; but it may be much inferior to tho land of which 1 am speaking.
2252. Tou do not think it probable that there will bo small sctilement upon tbe land you speak of ? No; 
I would not say that it would be taken up in small holdings.
2253. If the-railway were brought to Mossgiel, from bow far west would it attract traffic ? Prom GO to 
70 miles west.
2254. Tou told us that if there wore a railway here you would be willing to pay more to send to Sydney
than to send to Melbourne. Do you really mean us to believe that? Sydney is slowly but surely 
becoming a better market than Melbourne, and that would induce me to send to Sydney. Of course if 
the difference in freight was very large, that would get rid of the advantage to be derived by sending to 
a better market. ’
2255. Tou speak only of wool, not of wheat ? I have never had very much to do with agriculture.
2256. Tou would not send wool to Sydney merely from patriotic sentiment? No; though if 1! could
induce people to do a little to bring Victoria to her senses with regard to the stock tax ] should be very 
glad. _
2257. What is the country between Wyalong and Mossgiel suitable for? Most of the land between 
Wyalong and Hillston I passed over had a good deep soil, but it was rather heavily timbered for grazing 
purposes. When cleared it will bo splendid counlry for wheat growing. I do not think I ever saw better 
land.
2258. And you think tbe rainfall is sufficient for wheat ? 1 think tbe rainfall is quite good enough for 
wheat. It has proved itself sufficient at Hillston and at Gunbar, and further east it is still better.
2259. Do you know whether the station owners through whose property the line passes would be 
prepared to give the necessary quantity of land ? I do not.
2260. What is there to make a railway here pay? I think that the increased production of wheat would
be a very large factor in the traffic. _
2261. Tou have not gone in for wheat growing? No, because the distance from market is too great; on 
my own holding 1 have grown as fine a crop as I ever saw in my life.
2262. How much do you get to the acre? 1 did not thresh out the wheat; but it gave about 31- tons of
hay, and would have threshed out a good lot of wheat. '
2263. Is tho rainfall hero too precarious for successful wheat growing ? I do not, think so.
2264. It has been stated that tho carrying capacity of this countrv lias decreased 25 per cent, by reason 
of the bad seasons and the presence of rabbits ? f think if has decreased to quite that extent by reason 
of the presence of rabbits ; but, of course, there have always been droughts.
2265. We bear that everything is going back, whereas some years ago everything was prosperous ? Then 
tbe value of our produce was greater, and we had not the rabbits to contend with. 1 think that will explain 
the whole thing,
2266. Do you think that the rabbits have come to stay, or do you think that they can be stamped out, and 
that the district will thus be brought back to a prosperous condition? I think that the rabbils, if they 
cannot be stamped out, can at least he reduced within manageable limits by closer settlement.
2267. Js the country good enough, considering tho present prices of produce, to stand the expense of 
dealing with the rabbits ? I think it is good enough, because the present prices aro not likely to last for 
ever. We have bad bad times in tho past, and I think wro will get good times again.
226S. Tour opinion is that if hard-w orking men stick to the country, tho country will stick to them? 
Tes, I think so, though some are unfortunate through no cause of their own.
2269, Mt. HassaUi] Do you not think that there is some other reason besides the want of railway com
munication, for the abandonment of these resumed areas ? Tes ; hut the want of railway communication 
is a large factor.
2270. Do you think that if there were a railway there wrould bo an influx of homestead leases ? No, I do
not think so ; but I feel certain that the resumed areas would be taken up bv the holders of the adjoinin'' 
leaseholds. " ' °
2271, Do you know Gunninguldrie ? Slightly,
2272. Are you aware that the resumed area there is assessed at 5s. per section ;—If a man cannot make a 
living when that is all the rent he is charged, the country cannot he very good? I do not think the rent 
has much to do with it where there are other great disabilities.
2273-4. At Orana, Roto, and Willandra, the resumed area 1ms been thrown up ? Tes.
2275. Do you not think that if tho State offered that land on long leases at a peppercorn rental, people 
might be induced to do something with it irrespective of a railway ? I do not think so.
2276. But the construction of a railway would have the effect of opening it up? I think so. J think it 
is certain that a large number of resumed areas now out of occupation will be occupied if the railway 
is made.
2277. Do you think the country would be justified in constructing a line if there were to ho an annual loss 
of £40,000 upon it;—would you go into a speculation of that kind ? I would look at all the surroundings 
of the case, and 1 would consider whether a railway would not pay the community on a dozen different 
grounds.^ The State might lose in some ways and gain in other ways. I think that the proposed line would 
be a distinct gain to New 8outh Wales, not only from a local but from a national point of view.
2278; Does that remark apply to the through line to Broken Hill ? Tes; apart from local considerations 
the line ought to he made.
2279. Eor what reason? Well, in times of war, which may come upon us at any moment, such a line 
would he of immense benefit to tho country.
2280. Then you look upon it as a national line ? Tes ; but, I think, that upon local considerations it 
should he made.
2281. The local considerations being what? That it would enable a lot of people who arc now scarcely 
able to make a living to live belter, and it would throw a large amount of land into occupation which is

now
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now idle, and upon which the State will have to spend a large amount annually in the destruction of 
rabbits, _
2252. Would not the State oiler such conditions as would induce people to take up that land ? There is 
land within 50 miles of my holding which, if it were offered to me to-morrow for nothing I would not 
accept. It is too far from a railway, and too full of scrub and rabbits to make it payable.
2253. What is the smallest area upon which a man can make a living;—T am speaking of land near the 
proposed railway? I suppose 1,000 acres would maintain a family if it were farmed, and from 10,000 to 
15,000 acres if it was used for grazing purposes. I reckon a l6,000-acrc holding much too small for 
grazing.
22Sd. Therefore, before people could do anything with the resumed aroa the land would have to he let in 
double sized blocks ? The abandoned resumed areas will only be put into occupation by tbo holders of 
the leaseholds adjoining them. They would not he taken up for small settlements for a very long time, 
even if there were a railway, I do not think you can offer them any terms in the way of lowness of rent 
that will induce them to take up the land.
2285. Mr. JS'eqan.'] What is the difference between the present selling price of your wool and the price at 
which it -was sold a few years since ? It is about 30 per cent loss now.
2286. AVhat is the average price noiv ? .From 6?d- to 7d, per lb.
2287. At one time you got over Is. a lb. ? I do not remember that wo ever got Is. in this neighbourhood, 
because it is very heavy wool; but we have got lOd, and lid.
2288. If they got 4d. more for their wool it would make a great difference in the position of the graziers 
tp-day ? Tes.
2280. In appraising the land, I suppose the presence of the rabbits is taken into consideration ? It was 
at the last appraisement, but not before.
2290. H there were no rabbits you would have to pay more rent for your land ? Tes.
2291. This reduetiou in rent is equivalent to allowing you a certain sum to cope with the rabbils? I
suppose it could be considered so. .

Mr.
A. Cameron.

22 Sept., 1800.

Mr. Eobert William Broughton, Acting Inspector of Stock, Mogsgiel, sworn, and examined:—
2292. Mr. Hassall? How long have you held your present position ? Three months. Mr. R. W.
2293. How long have you known the district? I have been backwards and forwards to it for the last Brouglilon.

twenty-five years. 2i>So')t""]89G
2294. Have you any statement as to the number of stock in the district ? Tes, I can give you the stock J 011' 
returns from the office books.
2295. Where does your district extend to ? It goes from liere to Jumping Sand. Hills, about 25 miles 
south, and takes in Trida, Moolah, Talloek, Koewong, Haddington, Eekaboo, Tiltargara, and Bulla. I run 
80 miles towards Cobar from here.
2290, The district is about 100 miles across ? Tes, it is about 100 mites by 100 miles.
2297. Do you join the Ilillston stock district? Tea. .
2298. What district have you on the west? Menindie.
2299. What number of stock have you in the district? According to the returns for 1895, there are 1,910 
horses, 2,272 cattle, and 740,703 sheep. I suppose those are the lowest returns we have had for many 
years. Last year there were serious losses. The number of sheep shorn the year before last was 
810,000.
2300. In addition to what went away as fat stock ? Tes. It was estimated that 1,875 tons of wool were 
sent from tho district, and about 75 tons of lambs’ wool, or 1,950 tons altogether. In 1894, there weic 
500 tons moro wool sent away. 389,793 sheep passed through the district during 1895.
2301. Where does the stock and wool go to principally? From one part of my district a good deal goes 
fo Cohar.
2302. Where does tho stock go ? Principally to Yidoria.
2303. In spite of the stock tax ? Tes. they goto the boiling-down establishments, and to Victoria.
2304. Where does the wool go ? To Victoria from this side of the district.
2305. To what place on tho border does it go ? To Ealranald, Swan Hill, Hay, and some of it to 
Wentworth.
2306. The river is used to convoy the wool to Victoria? Tes.
2307. Whenever it is navigable, and there is plenty of grass and water it will be used to a very large 
extent ? Tes.
2308. Do you know anything of tho country near Condobolin? No.
2309. Where does the country yon know commence ? At Euabalong,
2310. What is the country like running down to Hillston ? I think that until you get to Gtunninguldie it is 
good grazing and agricultural country. From the top boundary of Ghinninguldie tho country is inferior 
for grazing purposes. The country through Uranaway and Gunuinguldie is inferior. It consists of mallee 
scrub, rocky ridges, aud inferior grass country. Ton come on good open country again at Willandra, and 
then it is good grazing country right through Mossgiel, until you get about 15 miles the other side of 
Kilfera.
2311. Then you get into inferior grazing country ? Tes. '
2312. So you have a stretch of good grazing country running from Willandra through Moolbong, Moss- 
gtel, Clare, and Kilfera? Tes. I do not know the country after you pass the Kilfera boundary.
2313. What is the carrying capacity of this country ? About 10 acres to the sheep.
2314. What is the average carrying capacity of first-class country ? About 5 acres to the sheep—5 to G 
acres.
2315. Do you get good sound heavy fleeces? Tho country grows good sound wool.
2316. Is the country itself sound ? Tes, very sound, the soundest country I know. It grows good, 
sound, heavy wool.
2317. How does the selling price of this wool compare with that of other wool? The wool may not 
bring so much per lb. as wool grown down south, but there is a gain in weight.
2318. Has the carrying capacity of this country decreased or increased? Decreased.
2319. AVhat is the reason for that ? I think it is entirely due to the rabbits.

286 O)—I 2320.
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Mr. B. W. 2820. Is the country thickly infested with rabbits ? The rabbits are not as thick as they were; but the 
roug ton, country has been overrun with them. Some of the country seems to me as if it would never recover. I 

22Sc t 1896 that the scrub country has guttered far more than the plain country. A few years a^o the returns
ep ■' ' from some of the areas showed 30,000 to 35,000 sheep ; hut now those places are returning only from

S,000 to 10,000 sheep. i
2321. In your opinion it will be many years before the country recovers, if it ever recovers? Yes.
2322. I suppose that nothin"; is done to try and eradicate the rabbits on the waste lands? Xo.
2323. Do you think it should be incumbent upon the Crown to adopt some measures for clearing tbo 
rabbits off the waste land? Yes. I think the Government should do their share in assisting those who 
have settled upon the land. The abandoned areas are the breeding-places for rabbits and dogs, and the 
nearer yon are to such land tho less valuable your property is. They first started throwing up the country 
30 miles from here, and now they arc gradually throwing up country closer and closer in. In the scrub 
country the expense of fighting rabbits is too heavy, so the holders keep on throwing it up
2324. Is it possible for anyone living on land adjoining -waste land to successfully copo with the rabbits? 
What ruined moat people was the expensive way in which it was worked at first. We were bound to put 
on a certain number of men and to pay them whatever price was fixed by the Government, On my place 
I was compelled by the Government to spend more in destroying rabbits than I was receiving from the 
holding. When the new Act came into operation the people bad already found cheaper and better ways 
of coping with the rabbits. They can deal with them now for one-fourth of what they used to pay, and 
every year they are getting better plans for destroying them. The rabbits will always be a, big expense, 
though they will be able to keep them down.
2325. You think that those whose holdings arc enclosed with wire-netting fences will be able to deal with 
the pest ? Yes.
2326. Were you consulted by the Government with reference to the new Eabbit Bill? Ko, I am only
ading temporarily, '
2327. With the exception of a few spots on the resumed areas, no land will bo available for settlement in 
this part of the country for twenty years, because the leaseholds do not expire until 1918 ? There is a 
great deal of country still open to homestead lease. People are very frightened to put stock upon this 
land, because they know that if a drought occurs they will not bo able to shift their stock. On a big holding 
they have 5,000 or 6,000 fat wethers and tho buyer buys them in one lot; but the small man cannot afford 
to drive what he lias to market, because, with a small lot, the expense of taking them to Hay is too much. 
1 f there were a railway they could got their sheep away much more cheaply, I have seen good strong sheep 
start from here in good condition and die before reaching Hay, for want of something to eat. The stations 
arc now running all their fat sheep down to the railway, because they dare not bold them.
2328. Have you any knowledge of the number of small holdings in the district? There are about fifty 
homestead lessees.
2329. Do they confine themselves entirely to pastoral occupations, or do they combine those with other 
pursuits ? Some of them may have teams on the road; but I have not been here long enough fo know.
2330. What do yon know of the carrying capacity of the scrub country before the rabbit invasion ? At 
one place where I was part owner and manager for eight years, I never shore less than 10,800 sheep, and 1 bad
96.000 acres of inferior scrub land. During the last five years they have only run 1,000 sheep on the same 
property. In another place, where they used to shear as many as 40,000 sheep, and from 30,000 to 35,000 
sheep on tho average, during the last live years they have not shorn 8,000 sheep on the average. The area 
there is 128,000 acres. On Yallock, before it was nearly all fenced, they used to shear from 20,000 to
27.000 sheep, and one 10-mite block was never touched. During the last five years they have not averaged
5.000 sheep a year until last year, using all the blocks.
2331. What description of scrub do you speak of? Mixed scrub—bop-bush, malice, ti-tree, varran, pine, 
and box.
2332. Is the scrub spreading? No; the rabbits have killed all the edible scrub, and the country is clearer 
now than it was ten years ago, except for the pine.
2333. If the rabbits were got rid of what would the country carry ? I have seen similar country which 
was eaten out, but, after being spelled for three years, it grew thicker grass than other country. At 
Paddington there are certain kinds of country which, after tho rabbits have killed off all the low bushes, 
grow more grass than they did before; but it takes from two to four years spelling for that country to 
recover itself.
2334. The rabbits would have to be entirely eradicated, and the country would have to be spelled for three 
or four years before if would come back to its natural state ? Yes. Some kinds of country recover more 
quickly than other kinds. The rainfall at Keewong averages over 15 inches. A record was kept therefor 
twelve or fifteen years. The finest crops I have seen in Biverina were grown on Paddington, and between 
there and Cobar. Once you get out that way you find country very suitable for agriculture, and better 
than the country here is. They supplied all their neighbours with wheat for poisoning rabbits, and 
carted some into Cobar and sold it there. Paddington is 90 miles from Mossgiel.

Mr. Eichard Haydon Cheriton, farmer, Mossgiel, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. R. H, 2335. Chairman.'] How long have yon been here? I took up this land in 1885; but I did not take- 
Cheriton. possession until 1887.
—\ 2336. Where do you live ? My land commences about 7 miles from here, at the -junction of the stock route 

22 Sept., 1896. and tho Willandra Creek.
2337. What area have you ? 10,240 acres in my own name. I occupy 5,000 acres belonging to my sons.
2338. How many sheep do you run ? Between 4,500 and 5,000. I scarcely ever go up to 5,000.
2339. What does your clip average ? It varies very much. Some years we do not average more than 
6 lb. I think a fair average is 7 or '71,- lb.
2340. Therefore, you have about 15 tons of wool to send away ? Yes.

‘ 2341. What is your freight from here to Hay? I have paid various sums. One year I paid as much as
£4 10s. a ton. Last year I paid £3 a ton.
2342. Is £3 a ton a fair thing ? I think so.
2343. What would the freight be to Ilillston ? 
pollard, and timber.

I have paid £2 and £2 10s. That was for carting flour,
2344.
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2344. ‘Would £2 a ton be a fair thing for wool? I think so, if wo could get supplies from Hillston 
as well.
2345. From here to Sydney by railway, if the proposed line were constructed, would be about 500 miles ? 22g . 18g^
About that. '' ' *
2346. We understand that it costs about £3 10s. a ton to send wool from Hay to Melbourne ? That is 
not my estimate. I think it costs about £2 17s. 6d. to send it from Hay to Melbourne,
2347. What does it cost you " . - - -- ....
Melbourne the last few years.
2348. What would it cost to send it from here to Melbourne now ?

to send your wool from here to Melbourne ?' I have not sent any to

From my place about £6 a ton,
including insurance.
2349. That would be about £3 a ton from Hay to Melbourne ? Yes.

Yes.
I would not grow wheat on

There is nothing better than belar and pine 

I could not, grow wheat in competition with

2350. The rate for greasy wool from Bourko to Sydney is £4, and it is reasonable to suppose that if a 
railway were brought to Mossgiel it would bo the same from Mossgiel to Sydney;—that would mean 
a saving of £2 a ton to people living here ? Yes.
2351. A railway would be valuable to you in enabling you to shift your stock? Yes, or to send away 
fat stock.
2362. Have you grown any wheat in this district ? Yes. _
2353. For how many years? I have grown wheat for hay ever since I have been here—about nine years.
2354. How many times did you get a crop ? 1 cannot say that I have had a total failure in that time. 
I have selected land adapted for a dry climate.
2355. How many good crops have you had out of tlie nine ? 1 think that four years out of the nine the 
crop has been fairly good.
2356. Every second year you get a reasonably good hay crop ? Yes.
2357. Would it be the same i£ you were growing for grain ? I think so.
2358. A farmer bore might reasonably expect to get one crop out of two ?
2359. On what kind of land do you grow wheat? On sandy soil mostly, 
black soil.
2360. Nor on these wide open plains ? No.
2361. Would you grow it on timbered country? Yes. 
country for wheat.
2362. It is not possible to send wheat away from hero?
farmers nearer a railway. '
2363. How much have you under wheat? 120 acres. There is no local demand except for a bit of seed.
2364. If the railway came hero moro wheat would be grown ? Yes; it would pay butter than rearing 
sheep. With a railway I could get my stock to market. This is a greater advantage to the small holder 
than to the large holder. The small holder has only a few sheep to send.
2365. Have you been successful m obtaining water? Highly successful. I put two wells down in 1888. 
One is 96 feet deep, and tho other 120 feet.
2366. What is the water like ? Absolutely fresh. Jn the second well I had to go through -10 feet of rock 
after 1 got down 80 feet.
2367. Two bores have been put down in this country ? Yes ; ono at Holy Box, aud the other at Dollderei.
2368. With what result ? 1 maintain that they have never had a fair trial.
2369. What capital would be required to take up a homestead lease in this district? No man can take 
up a homestead lease unless be has £2,000. A man is very heavily handicapped when he has to borrow. 
The great drawback to this district is that men have rushed in who have had insufficient capital. I have had to 
furnish four homestead leases for my sons, so that I know pretty well what it costs. A. railway would 
bring about a great deal of settlement in this district, especially in the scrub land. I believe that tho 
whole of that country is adapted for agriculture, and that hundreds of men will come from the more 
settled parts of the Colony to avail themselves of this agricultural land. J have been twenty-three years 
in this Colony, and for some years 1 was farming in Deniliquin. Men there were paying very large sums 
for rent, and were taking up land on the halves system. Some paid as high as 10s. an acre as rent. I 
think that the rainfall here can compare with that of any other wheat-growing district, such as the district 
to the north of Adelaide. .
2370. But it would be better to have a few more inches ? Yes. I have always maintained that where 
grass will grow wheat will grow. Our rainfall is not even ; hut it is better than the rainfall in parts of 
South Australia. Their average yield is from 5 to 7 bushels to the acre, but the average here is 15 or 16 
bushels In 1854 I reaped 5 bushels to the acre, but then prices were very different from what they are 
now.
2371. 1 s wheat-growing very profitable there ? TV ell, people manage to exist; but land, however good it 
may bo, will not grow wheat for ever, and when it becomes poor you must push out into fresh fields.

Mr. Alexander Wilson, farmer and grazier, Arlington, near Mossgiel, sworn, and examined :—
2372. 3fr. Trichfitf.] How long have you been here ? Since 1891. Mr.
2373. Have you hud experience in other parts of the Colony ? Yes; I have been twenty-three years in A. Wilson,
different parts of Biverina. ----- ---
2374. Why did- you come here ? Some years ago 1 had to travel my 7.000 sheep to summer country, and 22 Sept.,1896. 
I lost all of them but 1,100 before I could get to a country in which there was grass A friend of mine
bad about the same number, ami be trained them to the same summer station and did not lose 2 per cent.
For those sheep he got 9s. tid. three months afterwards.
2375. How much land have you ? About 9,000 acres. ,
2376. How many sheep ? 5,500, including lambs. J rent the adjoining lease.
2377. "What do you consider the carrying capacity of this land r1 That depends a good deal on the 
management. My brothers have been up here since 1884. They were about tho first to wire-net, and 
they almost exterminated the rabbits. They increased the carrying capacity of their country very 
considerably.
2378. To what extent ? Last year they had 8,000 sheep on two leases. They were the first to sell to the
Freezing Company. 2379,
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M'1'- 2379. Their run is improved throughout ? Tes; tho quality of the bushes and o£ tho grass has improved
A. Wilson. sjnce raijbits have been kept down. They have more summer grass there now than other people have.

2380. Is theirs average country, or is it particularly good ? It is average country; one block is average
e^t’' 1 6‘ country and the other is a little better. _

2381. What water have they? Mostly wells. A test with the American boring machines has proved
that at a depth of 130 or loO ft. a large body of very good water can be met. They are irrigating an 
orchard from one of the wells. All through this country an enormous body of clear water is to be met 
with at a depth of 200 or 300 ft. There is an enormous supply of water in the district. .
2382. iTot an artesian supply ? No ; the water must be pumped. If you pump there is auy quantity of
water. _
2383. Is not pumping expensive? Tes; but the machinery is becoming less costly every year. _
2384. What are you doing on your bolding ? I am rather a newcomer in the district; but my experience
is that it is hardly fair to ask anyone to speak about the capability' of this country for wheat growing or 
for oat growing, because it has not been fairly tried. All that has been done is to chance a feiv acres for 
hay. At Arlington I have a piece of ground which is similar to the scrub country—a chocolate red 
ridge, close to the house. This ground, with proper cultivation and a very light sowing of seed, will 
grow wheat in the driest seasons, and it produces the finest quality of grain that I have ever seen. My 
father had a flourmill for twenty-five years, so that I know a little about wheat. The soil will not grow the 
heavy yields that they get about Wagga and Cootamundra. I do not think there is any doubt whatever that 
the resumed areas that are now the home of wild dogs and rabbits would be taken up for agricultural 
purposes if there were a railway, The country in its natural state does not seem to grow a first-class 
grass, but it is splendid country for crops. _
2385. What is needed is population and the means of communication ? Tes ; 1 think tho railway will 
bring population. The rush for laud in Australia is getting so enormous that when people hear of this 
agricultural land they will come and settle on it,
2386. People would sooner take up land close to a market ? Tes ; but the case with which this land can 
be worked may lead to its being taken up before country nearer a railway.
2387. Have you ever engaged in wheat growing as a means of living? No, I have grown wheat for seed.
2388. Ton think that there is a large tract of country about bore which is suitable for wheat growing, 
that the rainfall is sufficient, and that with access to market farmers would be induced to settle hero? 
Tes. The scrub country is at present a menace to us because of the wild dogs there. The Government 
are breeding dogs to kill our sheep.
2383. Tou think that the State should take upon itself the duty of destroying these posts? Tes. The 
private individual would help the State greatly if a railway were made.
2390. Chairman^ Tou heard the evidence that only one crop out of two could be depended upon ? Mr. 
Cheriton and myself differ,very much iu our style of sowing wheat; but as he is the older farmer I defer 
to him, I think with light sowing you could always get a fair crop—from 10 to 15 bushels a year on the 
average. There is a terrible amount of loss m sending fat stock to market. "Wethers weighing 70 lbs. 
on the run will only weigh 40 lbs. when they get to market.
2391. People cannot afford to breed sheep because they cannot send them away ? Tes. A great many 
people trv to keep on what they call the safe side. The runs are not carrying as much stock as they 
could carry if there were a railway here.

"We get them from Melbourne, but

Mr. J. Abrahams, storekeeper, Mossgiel, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. 2392. Mr. Fcqan^ How long have you been in this district ? 11 years.

J. Abnilmms. 2393. Do you get your goods from Melbourne or from Sydney? "
' recently we have got them from Sydney.

22Sept.. 1896. 2394,. Mliat do they charge to bring goods from Melbourne? It all depends upon the class. Wool- 
packs and salt arc curried at a shade lower on the New South Wales railways than on the Victorian 
railways. They cost us £3 5s. a tou from Melbourne and £2 19s. lOd. a ton from Sydney. All goods 
arc sent from Melbourne for £3 5s. a ton, but from Sydney general goods arc sent for £5 10s. a ton.
2395. Then why do you get your goods from Sydney? The drawback is not equivalent to the duties. In 
soft goods and fancy goods wo can buy moro cheaply iu Sydney than in Melbourne, and m that way wo 
save tho difference in freight.
2396. How many tons a year do you get up ? Roughly about 500 tons.
2397. That at £5 a year a ton would be something like £2,500 a year. Tes.
2398. What does it cost you to get, things from Hay? Prom last December until June wo were paying 
£6 a ton. Now we are paying £3.
2399. What is the reason of the reduction ? This is a better season. "Dp to last June there was no Iced 
upon the track.
2400. Is the district as good now as when you first came ? I think so.
2401. Has any progress been made in it? Certainly since 1885.
2102. Das there been constant progress ? During the last two years it has gone hack,
2403. Owing to what? Owing to the low price of stock and of wool.
2404. Has the amount of your tonnage decreased ? Tes, a little.
2405. Through what ? There is mol so much work going on now in the district.

" 2406. Dave people left the district ? A number of working men have left.
2407. 'lank sinking and fencing is not being done now ? Tes; but of course improvements will have to 
be made in the future.
2408. Do you keep a waggon going between hero and Hay ? No, we do not do any carrying.
2409. Is there a great amount of traffic between here and Hay? I think that altogether there are 209 
teams.
2410. They carry wool and produce of every description ? Tes.
2411. Supposing you sent a load of wool or merchandise from here, would it be taken lor £3 a ton ? 
times you might get it taken for a little less.
2412. If the carrier was guaranteed a return load? Tes, and if there was plenty of grass along 
route.

At

the

2413.
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2113. Is there auy water on the road ? There are Government tanks, and 50 miles from here you cross ^
the river. /—N
2114. How do they get water between the river and Hay ? From the Government tanks. 23Sept., 1896.
2115. Between the river and Hillston there are Government tanks ? I have never been on that track. '
2110. Arc you conversant with the country between Hay and the river ? Fairly well.
2117. What kind of country is it ? Something similar to this in places—open country and chocolate soil.

Mr. Angus Duncan Maclnnes, storekeeper and homestead lessee, Mossgiel, sworn, and examined: 
211S. ilfr. MassaUJ] How long have yon been in this part of the country ? Between six aud seven Mr. A. I). 

MaclnnoB.
yenra. ,
2119. How long have you been storekeeping? Hot three months yet. _ 22Sept.,1896.
2120. Tou heard the evidence of tho last witness ? Yes, I agree with his evidence.
2121. \Vliat area have you ? I have one lease of 10,000 acres,
2122. How far from Mossgiel? About 21 miles nortli-west.
2123. Wliat description of country is it ? There is what we call red ground, salt-bush country, and on
the creek a little lignum. ,
2124. No scrub ? Practically no scrub. There are a few bushes, but no scrub country.
2425. AVhat is your carrying capacity ? On the average we run about 3,600 sheep all the year round.
That is what 1 have carried since 1 have been there..
2120. Is it good sound country ? Yes. _ .... . . . ,
2127. Hoes it grow good wool ? Yes, the wool is strong enough : but it is inclined to be light. I think 
the salt-bush has something to do with that. The fleeces are good, but the wool does not weigh as 
heavily as wool further south. _ p ^
2125. What is the average weight of a fleece ? I do not know. This year 1 have shorn 500 wethers 
already, and their fleeces average 71 lbs.
2120. Ho yon do any fattening ? Yes, last year I had 1,000 wethers ; I bought them about 1st February 
and 1 sold them about the middle of August fat. _
2430. What were they when yon bought them—good stores ? Yes. I kept them during the autumn, 
and they got fairly low, but when the rains came they fattened again. They were the first fat sheep in 
the district. I sold them to the boiling-down proprietor. He took delivery at the homestead.
2131. Where did they go to ? He trucked 2,500 in Hay and sent the balance to Moama. _
2132. Arc there many homestead loesses round you ? Yes. The country from where I am to Mossgiel 
is pretty well settled by homestead lessees. There are, 1 think, thirteen just round me, and in between 
there and Mossgiel.
2433. Arc you the original holder of your lease ? Yes. _
2434. Are the leases in this district generally held by the original lessees ? Some of them are not.
2435. Have they been sold to other homestead lessees ? Yes. The Act does not allow pastoral lessees 
to take over a homestead lease.
2136. Have you been fairly successful ? Yes. . , . .
2137. Ho you think the country is suitable for auy other occupation besides graving ? Yes, in parts, if
there were a market. In its present state it is not, because there is no market. The red ground will grow 
a fair crop. It will not grow a really good crop except in exceptional seasons. The distance from market 
precludes people from using it. _ _
2433. With better means of communication peojile would be induced to go in for agriculture ? I daresay 
they would. _
2439. Tho question of cost would enter very largely into consideration ? Yes. My idea is that the cost 
of carriage from here would he too great. I think other places would be able to compete against you.
2410. You are under the impression that people nearer the central market would heat you? Yes.
2111. So that there Mould he little inducement to enter upon agricultural pursuits, oven if there were 
better facilities for sending produce to market? Ves. If the country became more populated there would 
be a market in our immediate neighbourhood. No doubt if facilities were given to people to settle here 
a local market would bo created. _
2442. But if people came here aud proved the soil they would supply their own requirements? Yes ; but 
under favourable circumstances a population might be settled here which would not bo directly dependent 
upon agriculture for its livelihood. _ _
2143. What other pursuits could people enter upon in this district? With a railway, the pastoral industry 
miglit he helped to a great extent, and a lot of country at present unoccupied would be taken up for home
stead leases. _
2111. Do you know the country that has been abandoned ? I know some of it. _ ^
24-15. Have you travelled much along tbo route of tho proposed railway between here and Menindie ? No,
J have not been auy distance to the north-west. I have not been more than 20 miles beyond Kilfera.
2116. AVhat capital had you when you commenced as a homestead lessee? I laid out £1,100 upon tbo 
lease and fencing, and in making a tank, wells, enclosing yards, building a house, and in other necessary 
improvements. _ .
2417. Hid you have to make your fences rabbit-proof ? I spent a little in wire netting. There are six
leases there which are netted in a group.
2143. Have you coped successfully with the rabbits? We have been successful to a certain extent, and 
we do not now look upon the rabbits us a serious drawback. The bad season last year helped us con
siderably in destroying the rabbits, and at present they are not serious. Of course wo cannot say that 
they uill not increase again. _ <
2 419. Do you set apart a certain sum c\ery year for the destruction of rabbits ? No. When tho rabbits '
are thick we give thorn phosphorised pollard and poisoned water. As far as we know those are tho best 
means of dealing with them. _
2450. 1 suppose there will be no chance of getting rid of the rabbits until some means are taken to destroy 
them upon the waste land ? AY-s ; they breed on the waste land, and then go on to other land.
2151. Can they get into your holding, even though you are wire netted i1 Some of them do; but the 
netting is a great protection. The smaller rabbits got through, and some rabbifs get over.

2152.
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Mr. A. P. 
Maclnnes.

22 Sept., 1896.

2452. ’With regard to the sheep that you sold, how did they stand the journey in ? The man who bought
them gave me £25 more for them than he cleared. He lost that on the speculation. He said they wasted 
on the road. ,
2453. Has he bought any from you since P Tes, Of course, though he loses on some, ho makes it up 
on others.
2454. Would the construction of a railway increase settlement here ? It would be a great benefit to tho
district. A railway would enable people to send away their fat stock, and the people with only a few 
sheep could send away a truck or two at a time. '
2455. How mauy train-loads would he sent from this district in twelve months ? I think over 100,000 
fat sheep would be sent from this district in a good season.

Mr. Cecil Joseph Parsons, grazier, Mossgiel Station, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. 2450. Chairman.] How long have you been in this district ? Hifteen years.

C. 3, Parsons. 2457. What is the extent of your holding ? I occupy altogether 172,000 acres.
2458. What is the resumed area ? 5,000 acres.

®P •• 2459, What has become of the residue ? It has all been taken up in homestead leases. The portion that
is left is merely the stock route.
2460. How many sheep do you shear ? Generally about 60,000, including lambs.
2461. Will you make a brief statement, from the pastoralists’ point of view, as to the benefits likely to
accrue from the construction of a railway to this district ? 1 think that a railway here would be of
immense benefit to the pastoralists generally, in enabling them to get their produce to market more 
cheaply and more quickly than they can at present, and in allowing them to send their stock away in times 
of drought. The losses from drought in this district have been something terrible in years past; but a 
railway would do a great deal to minimise them. It would also enable ns to obtain horso-feed in bad 
times at much lower rates than we could get it at present. We have had on several occasions to depend 
upon outside places for horse-feed, and we have had to pay as much as £16 and £20 a ton for it. I spent 
£1,000 upon horse-feed one year, •
2462. Put the coming of the homestead lessee, who is partly an agriculturist, must do a lot to undo the 
evil you complain of? Tes ; they frequently have hay for sale, Tho railway would hoof great assistance 
to us in tailing fat stock to market, and on this point I would like to speak of the enormous waste that at

1 present occurs when stock are driven to market. Last year I sent 11,000 fat wethers to market. 5,000 
of them I had frozen at Tsarrandera. because of the low prices prevailing in Sydney. Those wethers when 
fbey loft here would average 70 lb„ as I proved by killing and weighing some. At Narrandera, however, 
when killed, they only weighed 47 lb. without the fat, and the fat weighed about 101b. It is only reasonable 
to suppose that the sheep that were sent on to Homebush wasled in the same way.
2463. Tho loss would be equivalent to the loss of 1,800 sheep? About that. A great deal of this loss 
would be saved by the construction of a railway here. The loss occurs between hero and Carrathool, aud 
happens almost every year, because the state of the stock routes does not allow us to get our sheep to 
market in good condition. I have here some estimates prepared in view of tho visit of tho Commit!ce, 
which, with your permission, I will read. With regard to the tonnage of the district, we have estimated 
that from the Ivanhoe sheep district, described by Mr. Broughton, the imports and exports amount to, 
approximately, 5,200 tons, including wool, and holdings bordering upon the district would probably send 
another 1,000 tons. There are about fifteen homestead lessees within easy distance of tho line. The 
probable number of fat stock which would he carried from the district would bo 100,000 per annum, or, 
allowing eighty sheep to the truck, about 1,250 truck-loads. It is very bard to say what the passenger 
trafiSc would be ; but we put it down at fifty persons a week. Parcels and produce not already mentioned, 
including such things as chaff, timber, fat, tallow, hides, A:c., we have put down as giving n. revenue of 
£2,000 a year. That is only a guess, but wc thought that it would be within the limit. We have also 
estimated the probable revenue from the 100 miles of line wifhin the district. 5.000 tons at 24s. a ton 
equals £6,000, Then there would be 1,250 tons coming into the district from (say) Hillston and that 
direction, where timber and flour is obtainable. That at ]2s. a ton would amount to £2,000. The 
passenger traffic to the district, allowing for it as 2d. per mile per passenger, would give £2,000; tho 
wheat, ehaff, timber, and produce would give another £2,000 ; making in all £12,000 as the probable 
revenue from that part of Ibe line running from tbe eastern to the western border of tho sheep district.
2464. The Commissioners only expect to get £22,500 from the lino altogether? I think it is probable 
that if they came out here tliev would modify their views. I myself generally pay from £1,000 to 
£1,100 a year for carriage;—half of that would go to the railway. By far the greater part of the 
produce I have spoken of now goes to Melbourne; but it would go to Sydney if the proposed railway 
were constructed, and stores would come from Sydney. The benefit to the graziers in times of drought 
would be enormous, because they would be able to remove their stock to more favourable districts. 
'There are approximately 1,000,000 acres within 40 miles of Mossgiel which are suitable for wheat
growing. Then, too, no doubt, freezing aud boiling-down works would bo established here immediately 
upon the construction of the line. A large revenue would also be derived from the carriage of rabbits 
to the metropolis. Then, too, iu tho northern part of the district there is a large area of unoccupied 
Crown land, which, no doubt, would be made use of if tho railway were made. The lino would also 
open up tho Broken Hill market to us. Jn the event of war, it would be invaluable as a means of 
concent rating the troops at any point, within tho eastern colonics. I think that is a very important 
matter, and, in my opinion, the Government should not lose sight of the immediate prospect of war and 
of the necessity of being prepared for it. The proposed line would also shorten the mail-route between 
Sydney and Adelaide, and would be a step towards connecting it with the railway system of Western 
Australia,
2465. Is it a fair thing to allow 14 bales of wool for 1,000 sheep ? I think 15 bales is the minimum.
2466. How did you fix your rate? We took one-fifth of tho through rate. We have only faken the 
stations within tho sheep district.
2467. The homestead lessees would benefit by the construction of tbe railway in tbe same way as the 
pastoralist would benefit ? Tes.
2468. j How would a railway benefit the agriculturist? I think a railway would make it possible to grow 
wheat in this part of the world at a profit, I do not say that it would, be done, because we have heard

that
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that there is an enormous area of land suitable for wheat growing nearer the metropolis. Still that will
not preclude this country from being occupied, aud it is possible that wheat may be grown here at a '
profit' 22 Sept., 1896,
2469. But not yet ? I think it might be grown now at a profit. t
2470. I)o you recognise the great amount of competition that this district will have to meet ? Tes.
2471. It is not likely that tlie land here will be much occupied uutil the population of the Colony 
becomes greater ? Jn America they grow wheat in tho western slates and carry it to the eastern states, 
a distance of 2,000 miles, at a profit. If they can do that, we should be able to do it. ...
2472. What effect would the railway have upon the reclamation of the waste lands of this district ? I 
think it would make it possible for a great part of these waste lands to he worked at a profit.
2473. Can you tell ns how this country can be reclaimed ? I have seen small areas reclaimed, and I take
it that if the thing can be done in a small way it can he done in a large w'ay. I have seen small areas 
which have been cleared of rabbits go back to a better state than they were in before the rabbits came 
here. .
2474. On what terms could you afford to take this land from the Crown ? I should expect to get it for
nothing if I undertook to put certain improvements upon it, and to bring it back to a state of 
productiveness. _
2475. What term of lease would you expect ? I do not think it would pay anyone to touch it unless he
got a lease of seven or ten years. ■
2476. Would you want tenant right in improvements ? Tes, in permanent improvements such as water,
and clearing of scrub. _ _
2477. If the State gave a man fifteen or twenty-one years lease of this land, would it pay him to take it
without tenant right in improvements ? That is a question very hard to answer offhand. My idea is that 
if the G-overnment were to give this land for a certain number of years for nothing men would he found to 
put money into it and to bring it into a better state than it was in before. I think, however, that the 
tenant-right in improvements should be recognised. i
2478. Tou heard the evidence about the way in which tlie rabbits had depreciated the value of this land.
Bid yoil think it was correct ? Quite correct. _ _ .
2479. Tou heard it stated that the country wanted a rest, in order to recover from the injury the rabbits
had done, and that after a rest it would return to a better state than it was in originally ? Tes ; that 
statement refers to the scrub country. _
2180. What effect have tlie rabbits had upon the frontage ? They have completely cleaned out the frontage.
J have seen these plains looking as if they had been swept with a broom, but the rabbits do not permanently 
injure the plain-country. They kill the salt-bush and the cotton bush, but the country comes back 
quickly.
2481. But it is injured to some extent? Tes; the edible bushes are destroyed. _
2482. What pasture was here when you first came ? Jt was all cotton and salt-bush country, with tbo 
usual grasses. There was corkscrew grass, silver grass, star grass, Mitchell grass, blue grass, and other 
grasses of which I have not heard the names.
2483. With the exception of corkscrew grass, almost all the original pasturage has disappeared ?. I can 
hardly say. Tho cotton-bush and salt-bush have almost disappeared; but grasses have come in their 
place.
21S4. What is your present grass ? This year the principal grasses are silver-grass, trefoil, and barley- 
grass. We have not had sufficient rain to bring up'any ot tbe good grasses that usually come at this time 
of tho year.
2485. Are the white flowering plants we have seen edible? They are not bad fodder. They will last right 
through the summer, and sheep will keep in good condition upon them. If rain falls, however, they turn 
black and lose their nutritive qualities.
2486. They are better than nothing? I would say that they are a good second-rate feed for stock. Stock 
get very fat on a lot of these flowering herbs ; but they are not so permanent as grass.
2487. They arc not altogether valueless? No. The daisy that you speak of is very objectionable when 
it gets very thick, and for many years past the whole country has been taken up by dense crops of it.
2488. It takes the place of bettor pasturage, but it is not altogether valueless? J think that will describe 
it. It has been suggested to mo that nothing would tend to bringthe waste lands of this district into use 
more than a railway.

Mr.
F. S. Brush.

Mr. Francis Samuel Brush, grazier, near Mossgiel, sworn, and examined ;— ,
2489. Mr. TricJcett.'\ Tou have been in the room most of tho day—do you agree with the statements that
have been been made, or would yon like to add anything? 1 agree with most of the statements that have 
been made. What I wanted to touch upon was the proposed route of the line. The northern route goes t 
right through my holding, but I fail to see why the line should bo brought across the Willandra. The ^ ^ ■
district would be equally served if the lino went direct to Ivanhoe. That would be a shorter and less 
expensive route, and it would not be necessary to cross the Willandra.
2490. Would the line be likely to bo affected by the billabongs ? Not if it went as I suggest.
2491. The question with you is whether the advantage of getting to Mossgiel is worth the trouble and 
expense of crossing the billabong? Anyone who has been over the deviation will know that it is the 
most expensive line to make. It goes through flooded country, but we want a line that could be made as 
cheaply as possible.
2492. A line further north would be constructed in the same way as a line from Condobolin to Euabalong,
It could be a regular surface line ? Tes.
2493. What is the population of this place? I do not know. It is a floating population and consists 
mostly of carriers. Jt would be inconvenient to have the line coming through my holding. The question 
was asked this morning whether the lessees would give their land without compensation. I should be 
very much against doing so. I would claim compensation at every possible chance I got, because the 
more wc do the more wo are charged by the Crown. They have raised our rents all round, although we 
have done more in this district to destroy the rabbits than they have done anywhere else.
2494. Tou think that if a line is made you will have the betterment principle applied to you in the shape
of an increase in rent ? Tes. Any saving in carriage that the railway might allow of would not compensate 
for the loss of land. 2495.
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T,-. ^’r^1iere •ioes your wool go now ? To Melbourne, through Hay and Echuea.
Jr the railway were made to Sydney would you send the wool there ? I do not think there would 

22 Sept., 1896.“™eren<;e *n freight at the prices quoted, and I would send it in the cheapest way.
1 2497. Ho you think Ihere would be any objection to a surface line of railway, unfenced, going through

your run. Yes, it would interfere with the stock and there would bo a chance of the grass being set 
on nre.
2498. Are you favourable or otherwise to the construction of a railway? ] am very unfavourable to the
construction of tbe proposed line. " ‘
2499. Do you think that tho construction of a railway in this district would be an advantage or otherwise ? 
It would be an advantage to the individuals in the district.
2500. "Would it bo remunerative to the State ? I do not think so,
2501. Jlfr. i'kyun.] What land have you? 78,000 acres of Crown land and 0,000 acres of stock route, 
1 am renting 10,000 acres besides.
2502. Wliat are you paving for the stock route? X do not it member just now.
2503. If your land was free from rabbits, how much would your rent be increased ? I reckon that tlie 
cost of destroying the rabbits is about equal to what we are paying for rent.
2504. What is your present rental ? About £450 a year.
2505. If the rabbits had not taken possession of your land, do you think you would be getting it for £450 
a year ? Well, I would uot do any good myself if I had to pay more.
2506. Perhaps somebody else could ? Ho, they could not.
2507. You are not in favour of a railway passiug through your property in auy shape or form ? Ho. 
2oOS. Could not a railway coino from Ilillston without touching your place? Ye?.
2509. Do you know the proposed line all the way from Condobolin ? Prom about Euabalong.
2510. Do you know it between Euabalong and Hillston? Fairly well,
2511. What would the engineering difficulties there be? Flooded land. Tho waler goes all over the 
country to the south of the river. You cannot tell where it will go, it spreads out on to us at Mossmel.
2512. Is it flooded about Hillston? Yes. °
2513. Is the proposed route flooded ? Yes, all about there. ’

^le l'ne hooded if it were taken further south, or if it wove taken north of the billabong? 
It is all flooded country Horn Ilillston close up to Mossgiel, where the deviation joins the original survey. 
Ihe^worst part is from Euabalong to Hillston and about half way to Mossgiel.
2ol5. How high does the wafer rise ? It conies on to the stock route and they have to cut the fences and 
come in upon our land. That is a terrible thing for us now that wc have the'rabbits.
2516. Could the line be taken by any cheaper route than that suggested ? 1 think it should be taken 
north of the creek.
2517. Would not such a line be away from the populated area ? North of the creek the countrv is all
well settled. ^
2518. Is not a largo portion of it held under lease uutil 1918 ? Yes ; hut it is just the same on the other
side or the billabong. '

r^ver ^ I'nttbalong there is a lot of land open for settlement ? There may be land 
available in the Central Division.
2520. That must be considered iu constructing a line ? Decidedly.
2521. Do you know how far the country is flooded out from the river? Ho; hut I know that all 
the country from the junction of the Willandra and tho Lachlan is flooded countrv, and you are never 
sale on it. It is all subject to floods. The dam which they have constructed is doing just what it was 
expected not to do. It has stopped the water from running down the 'Willandra, but it was intended to 
keep the W illaudra full.

W hi'e from Grenfell to Hillston would avoid a great deal of the flooded country ? Yes, so far as 
the Lachlan is concerned. 1 was referring to the land tronting the Willandra.
2,>23. II°'v' often is that country flooded ? I cannot say, but you never know when it will not be flooded 
1 have been a constant visitor here for years, and resident for over twelve months, 
oro-' J!UI’’I]§ ^lilt t'me k°w 0^"ten fla8 tfl0 eountry been flooded ? I have seen it flooded three times. 
2o25. Has much damage been done by the floods "? The roads get blocked and we lose stock. It would 
be much moro serious if there were a railway,
2526. It ou think that the line should go to Ivanhoe instead of to Mossgiel ? The Hay line serves all the 
country 50 miles up above Booligal. If the proposed line were taken further north it would serve more 
country.

Mr. Alexander Cameron, grazier, Mossgiel, sworn, aud further examined:—
. ^r- phairman.'] You recognise that a considerable portion of the dotted line shown on the map may be

A^amCTou. seated on flooded country, and that a considerable portion of the direct line is also on flooded country ?

- S p .,1800. 2o28. If it were necessary to locate the line on firm ground, would it have to he kept on the north side of the 
W illandra ? Yes. you would have drier country if it were kept on the north side of the Willandra; hut 
a line there would not suit the district so well. If tho line went direct to Ivanhoe it would escape the 
flooded country, but it would not suit the district so well.

Mr. Henry Cape well, senior constable of police, Mossgiel, sworn, and examined;—
w „n ^r: What is the extent of your patrol ? It extends 45 miles east, 35 miles west, 35 miles
H-CaI’6weU- north, and 30_ miles south of Mossgiol.
SPSei)W896 \s population of that district ? The figures for December, 1895, showed the population

r "to be 531, including twenty-five Chinese.

WEDNESDAY,
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WEDNESDAY, 23 SEPTEMBER, 1896.
{The Sectional Committee met at Cane Grass Swamp at 2 p.»a.]

Jlwsenl:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. William Josevh Trickett. | John Lionel Leg an, Esq.
Thomas Henks: Hassall, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered tlie proposed Eailway from Condoholin to Broken Hill.]

Mr. Albert George Little, surveyor, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,
sworn, and examined: —

2531. Chairman.] Tou are engaged in locating the line from Condobolin to Menindie ? Tes. jfr_
2532-3. Ton are engaged now purely as a surveyor, and have no information to give us in regard to A. G. Little, 
engineering matters p None whatever. All engineering matters are decided by the Eugineer-in-Chicf.
2534. Did you start at Menindie ? Tes. 23 Sept., 18%.
2535. Will you describe the eountry you have come through P Erom Menindie to Bulla Bulka tho 
country is very inferior. The line passes through a large area of flooded eountry, covered with lignum, 
until it reaches the Talywalka Creek. Thence ou to Bulla Bulka the country is one stretch of heavy sand, 
with fair pastoral patches in places. Erom Bulla Bulka to Mossgiel it is good average ivestern pastoral 
country.
253(1. What grades are you getting ? One in 200 is the ruling grade.
2537. Can you get that grade as far as Mossgiel ? Tes. The limit of curvature is 20 chains.
2338. The line as you are locating^ it lies north from that laid down by the Department ? I understand 
that the line originally laid down is subject to revision upon actual survey. Wc are not bound by the 
line shown on tho map. That line shows only the exploration made by Mr. Stawcll. Wc have to locate 
the linp in tho best possible place, connecting with certain points, such as Menindie, Bulla Bulka, and 
Mossgiel. '
2539. Mr. Trickelt.] What is the extent of tiooded country? X suppose that altogether it would be 5 or 
0 miles.
2540. To what depth does the flood-water cover that country ? I suppose that for 3 miles there would 
be only about G inches of flood-water.
2541. What embankments will be required ? I cannot say how the Department intends to build tbo line.
The Engineer-in-Chief will decide all important engineering matters. Tlie timber on the line is generally 
belar, pine, sandalwood, mulga, mallee, and necdlewood, and the usual shrubs—blue-bush, salt-bush, 
spinnif’ex, &e, _ There are belts of box, but the timber there is useless for sleepers. On the banks of the 
Darling there is red gum.
2542. But you think it is extremely doubtful that any good timber will he obtained until the Darling is
reached ? Extremely doubtful. “

[The Sectional Committee met at the homestead, Kilfera Station, at 8y>.m.]
present:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).
Tho Hon. William Joseph Tutckett. | John Lionel Fun an, Esq.

Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.

Tlie Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condoholin to Broken Hill.

Mr. George Williamson, storekeeper, Ivanhoe, sworn, and examined :—
254*3. Mr. Ecgani] How long have you resided in the district? Twenty-seven years. Mr. G.
2541. What is your nearest railway station ? Hay. Williamson.
2545, What does it cost you to bring goods from Hay to Ivanhoe ? The rate of carriage varies with the 
season. At tho present time wo can get goods carried for £2 10s. a ton. We held a meeting at Ivanhoe 23Sept-jl89G. 
the other day, at which a statement was prepared with a view to its incorporation in the evidence. That 
statement, with the permission of the Committee, I should like to read. It is as follows:—

At a meeting held at Ivanhoe on the 7th September, 1896, it was unanimously agreed that a deputation should wait 
upon the orks Committee, who arc shortly to visit the district for the purpose of taking evidence upon the proposed 
construction of a railway from Condobolin to llroken Hill, and that in the event of the Committee not visiting Ivanhoe, as 
is reported, that the deputation should wait upon them in transit (probably at Kilfera Station). A good deal of information 
in reference to tho proposed line has been collected, and a committee of local gentlemen has been deputed to place it before 
tlie Sectional Committee in the form of evidence. The substance of the information collected is as follows :—

1st. That it is understood that the main object in the proposed construction of this line is to obtain the most direct 
route from Condobolin to Broken Hill, and also the route that offers the least obstacles to its construction, such 
as water-channels, flooded and swampy eountry, &c.

2nd. That, in the opinion of such an authority as Mr. C. A. Coodchap (late Chief Commissioner of Bailways in New 
South AVales), only by following the most direct route, and the one which would be the cheapest of construction, 
could this line be constructed on a payable basis.

3rd. ihat a direct route from Condolwlin to Broken Hill (as proved by the map) is by way of Ivanhoe ; and, moreover, 
the least expensive, as by following this route the line would cross all high red ground, and would avoid the 
many creeks, low flooded country, aud other obstacles that would have to be contended with in following the route 
at present under trial survey—viz., by way of Hillston and Mossgiel.

4th. That a line constructed by a dircet route would divide tho country between the South-western and Cobur railway 
in its centre, thereby opening up a greater area of country and bringing railway communication within reach of a 
larger area of rich agricultural land,

f>th. That this Committee are of opinion that this portion of the district, being surrounded by a number of stations on 
highly profitable land, is entitled to some consideration, and would therefore suggest that it is desirable that a 
trial survey be made of the direct route, so that it may be proved which is the better lino to follow.

6th, That, in conclusion, wc feel it our duty to point out that the present trial survey is being taken through a vast 
aroa of flooded country and innumerable creeks and swampy land, which makes the construction very expensive, 
as the flooded country would necessitate the building of long bridges and embankments.

28(1 {a)—K The
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Mr. G. 
Williamson.

£3 Scpl.,lSOG.

Tho following table shows that a large amount of wool and a large number of sheep (exclusive of large stock) would 
he tiuoked ninnially in the event of this line being constructed :—

Name of Stalion.
Distance

from
Ivanhoe-

Number of 
Sheep.

Wool-dip
in

Tons,
Stock

Exported.
Goods
(Tons)

Imported.

Mount Mauara ........................... to 20.000 60 5,000 10
Baden Park............... 60 40,000 120 10,000 20
Mat-field ........................... 35 44,000 132 10,000 22
Kew ........................................ Sfi 16,000 48 4,000 10
Yallock............................................. 00 24,00!) 60 5,000 10
Kaiulipah.........................................
Ticehurst.................................

40 16,000 48 4,000 10
12 24,000 72 6,000 12

Conoble ............................... . 28 60,000 ISO 15,000 30
Trida .......................... 45 30,000 90 7,500 15
Murrnmbonp ................. 35 7,000 21 2,000 5
Mosapiel ............................ 32 60,000 180 15,000 30
Boondara ..................................... 40 35,000 105 9,000 IS
Gardenia ................................ 10 24,000 72 6,000 12
Abbotsford .................................... S 14.000 42 3,500 7
Kilfera..................................... 15 100,000 300 25,000 50
Clare ..................................................... 50 00,000 ' 270 22,500 45
Manfred ............................ 52 90,000 270 22,500 45
Homestead lessees .............. 100,000 300 25,000 50
Ivanhoe townshin ................................. 200

Toials.................................................................... 770,000 2,310 223,000 591

Note —All figures to average.
Estimated exports in addition to above, and exclusive of cereal1:, about 200 tons ]>er annum.

254G. How far do you know the country round about Ivanhoe ? I suppose for 150 miles.
2547. What is it like? It is good agricultural country, the whole of it.
2548. "Will it grow wheat ? Yes.
2540, Is it all taken up p No.
2550. What kind of soil is there? Eed soil chiefly.
2551. Wool is your chief export? Yes. We also sell sheepskins, rabbit-skins, tallow, hides, and so on.
2552. Is the country 9 miles from Ivanhoe flooded ? It is not all flooded country. Sometimes it is flooded 
within a few miles of the town.
2553. To what depth? To a considerable depth in places.
2554. What is the chief reason why you want a railway—to give greater facilities for getting to market,
or to encourage settlement? We understand that the G-overnment intend to make a railway from Con
dobolin to Broken Hill, to secure the traffic of Broken Hill. .
2555. I suppose you have been for some time trying to secure better means of communication for 
yourselves ? No ; this is the first agitation for a railway that wo have made. We thought before that 
however much wc agitated we would not get a line. It is only because the Government contemplate 
making a line to Broken Hill that we are moving in the matter.'
2555, Have you paid more than £2 10s. a ton to have goods brought from Hay ? I have paid as much 
as £12 a ton.
2557. Not recently ? Within the last twelve months we have paid £6 a ton. Wo arc getting things 
cheaper now, because there are so many wool-teams going down.
2508. How far are you from Hay ? 185 miles. This is the only time that loading has been so cheap. 
The average rate of carriage from Hay is £3 10s. a ton.
2559. Where do you get your stores from—Melbourne or Sydney ? Chiefly from Sydney.
2560. What does it cost per ton from Sydney to Hay ? £0h '
2561. That makes £9 10s. from Sydney to Ivanhoe ? Yes. ’
2562. With a railway to Ivanhoe you would expect to get things more cheaply than that ? Yes.
2503. Ho you think that the climate is suitable for the growth of cereals? Yes.
2504. What is your rainfall ? I suppose the average rainfall is 12 inches.
2505. Is that a sufficient quantity for wheat ? 1 believe that it would grow wheat.
2500. Are any people here trying to grow wheat ? Yes.
2567. On a large scale ? No.
2568. Only for hay ? Yes.
2569. It is not sent to market? No, it would not pay.
2570. Ho you think that if a railway were constructed peoplo would put more land under cultivation? 
A railway would-open up any amount of country.
2571. Ho you think that with 12 inches of rain people could grow wheat at a profit? Yes, if tho rain 
fell at reasonable intervals.
2572. You have had very little rain for the last few years ? Yes.
2573. With seasons such as you have passed through, do you think you could grow wheat? I think so.
2574. Have any holdings in this district been thrown up ? Not that I am aware of, I should be likely 
to hear of it if any were thrown up.
2575. So that the people are fairly prosperous ? Yes.
2576. Then why do they want a railway? They have been waiting years for the chance of getting a
railway. ■

Mr. Francis Villa, general storekeeper, Ivanhoe, sworn, and examined:—
Mr, If. Villa. 2577. Mr. Hassall.'] How long have you been residing at Ivanhoe? About eight years. 
s^*-*-*^ 2578. What is the population of Ivanhoe? About 100, including everybody.

23 Sept., 1896. 2579. What are the occupations of the people there ? There are carriers and general workers—contractors 
who go out to take work and leave their families in town.
2580. What quantity of goods do you import yearly? About 100 tons. 2581.
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258L Do you supply the surrounding stations ? Sonic ol' them partly.
2582. And the homestead lessees ? i'es.
2583. And the population of Ivanhoe generally? Tes.
2581. Do you know the country pretty well ? I know it well between Ivanhoe and Hillston, and Ivanhoe 
and Hay.
2585. Do you know it towards Menindie? Ko.
258G. Do you know the country north from Ivanhoe ? Yes, for 40 or 50 miles.
2587. What is it like ? Ked sandy soil mostly. 8ome of it is rich red loam. It is all scrubby land.
2588. What kind of scrub ? Ildar, Varran, needlewood, and many other varieties.
2589. Any salt-bush 7 Yen, in places.
2590. Is it good grazing land ? I do not know much about grazing ; but it is covered with good edible 
scrub.
2591. Is it better or worse than tho country between hero and Ivanhoe? I think it is somewhat better. 
Tbe country between Ivanhoe and Hillston, following a straight line to "Roto, is much better than the 
country following a straight line from Mossgiel to Hillston. The soil is better and the country is more 
level, and it is not, subject to flood.
2592. Are there no ridges or creeks to cross ? No.
2593. Arc there no engineering difficulties? No, none of any sort. 1 have travelled that road.
2594. Do you think the country is suitable for close settlement? Yes.
2595. Is there any chance of the resumed areas being taken up? I think it will uot be long before tho 
resumed areas all along ihe lino from Ivanhoe to Itoto will be taken up.
259C. Do you know if any of tho resumed areas have been abandoned? I think in some parts the rabbits 
have done such serious damage that tlie station-owners have withdrawn their sheep.
2597. Arc you aware that the resumed area of Albemarle has been abandoned? No. Albermarle is 
outside our sphere.
2598. AVhat about Tolarno ? That is also outside our sphere.
2599. Tan you tell me why people would take up land here if a railway were made when at the present 
time they arc abandoning it? Although the land is of very little use for grazing, it could, if cleared, be 
put to very profitable use for agriculture. At present, however, there is no market for agricultural 
produce.
2500. Are the soil and climate suitable for agricultural pursuits? Yes.
2001. Have you taken into consideration the fact that millions of acres of equally good, if not better, 
land are available much nearer to the metropolis? Yes; we are not agitating for a railway, hut we 
find that it is proposed to construct a railway to Hroken Hill, and that the trial survey takes a detour 
from Kilfera Mouth. We cannot see what advantage a line 30 miles to the south of us will do, especially 
when by inking tho lino straight across a better and cheaper route can be obtained. If tho Committee had 
travelled by the southern route iu flood-time they would have seen what I mean. The country in the north 
is dry even in flood-time, and there are no engineering difficulties to be encountered. Then, by keeping 
the line to tlie north, you intercept a lot of traffic which would otherwise go on to the Darling, and so to 
Adelaide. Further, a line to the south would take traffic from the Hay line. 1 think tbe balance of 
advantage is in favour of the northern liue. We arc not here to advocate the claims of ivanhoe to a 
railway, we arc here simply to ask that the safest aud best line may be made. Of course, there are only 
about 100 people at Ivanhoe; hut we think that it would be better for the eountry generally that the 
line should be faken by the route I suggest. Speaking from a personal knowledge of the country between 
Ivanhoe and Hillston, I say that lliero can bo no question as to the immense advantage of keeping the 
line on tho higher ground. The soil there is bet ter-
2602, Chairman.'] What does it cost you per ton to bring stuff from Adelaide and deliver it in Ivanhoe, 
as compared with the freight from Sydney or from Melbourne? For tho last six or t-even years the 
average freight has been £LO a ton from Sydney. From Melbourne, if you gel, it up by river, you cau 
land it in Ivanhoe for about £8 a ton. From Adelaide, the last lot 1 got up cost me £5 10s. It is only 
the uncertain state of the river that prevents me from always getting things from Adelaide. The agents can 
laud my stuff from Melbourne to Hay for about £3 10s.. but the freight from Adelaide to Wilcannia 
varies from £1 10s. to £2 a ton. Sometimes it is less than £1 10s. a ton. 1 have paid £2 10s. a ton, 
£1. being the railway charge and 30s. being the steamer charge,
2603. AVhat is the rate of carriage from AYilcannia to Ivanhoe ? From £4 to £5 a ton. _
2601. AVhat is the rate via AVileiuinia to Melbourne? I could not tell you. They take goods for nothing 
from Adelaide to Melbourne.
2605. Does any stuff at all come from Melbourne, via AVentworth, to AYilcannia ? Yes ; but I deni straight 
with Adelaide. The charge from Ivanhoe to Adelaide, via AYilcannia, is £6 10s. per tou.
2006. A'du do not know what it would be from Ivanhoe, via Wilcannia, to Melbourne ? No ; but Sydney 
aud Melbourne firms will land most stuff iu Adelaide for nothing,
2607. So wo may assume that it would be about the same from Melbourne as from Adelaide ? About the 
same.
2608, Jtfr. Hassall.] Do you say that it will be more expensive to bring the line across the billabong ? I 
have not the slightest doubt that from Ivanhoe to Roto would be tbe atraightest route,
2009. Tbo lino could bo constructed moro cheaply by that route than by any othe.r ? A’es.
2610. AVhat is the timber along there? 1 have seen good pine, belar. mallee, and box.
2611. Is there any timber on it suitable for railway sleepers ? AYe have discussed .that point. Some 
people say that it would not be big enough for sleepers, and others say that it would. In my opinion a 
Jot of it would be valuable for slerpurs; but J do riot know mneb about the matter. J have pulled up 
belar which has hern under the ground fora number of years, in flooded country, and it lias been as 
sound as when it was first put down. AYith regard to ballast, near Roto there are many places where 
there nre small stones, and in the vicinity of Ivanhoe there is a lot of metal.
2612. Is the Ivanhoe district in a pretty sound condition ;—are the people fairly well to do ? 1 think it
would compare favourably with any other district.
2613. You have no cause of complaint, so far as your business is concerned? Storekeepers in Ivanhoe 
have been seriously affected by the parcel-post arrangements; but iho district is fairly sound, and would 
compare favourably with any similar district in tbe Colony.

... 75
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Mr. F. Villa. 2614, Mr, Trickett!\ Do you think that any traffic would come to Sydney from west of Ivanhoe if a 
railway were constructed ? I do not think so. Beyond Ivanhoe it would be cheaper to send to Adelaide. 

23Seiit.,lS96. 2615. Chairman.'] Have youaiiv idea as to tho amount of ballast that could be obtained in any place ;— 
can you give us any definite information on the subject ? No. I have seen it in different places, but I 
never took any exact account of it. I think the railway would take all the traffic from the country 
halfway between Ivanhoe and "Wilcannia every year; and when the Darling was not navigable, all the 
traffic would come to the line.

*
Mr. John Cameron, manager, Mariield Station, near Ivanhoe, sworn, and examined :—

Mr. Tridcett.] How many years have you been here ? Eleven years.
What is the area of your run ? We have about 247,000 acres of leasehold.
Aud how much freehold ? About 1,700 acres.
How many stock do you carry? 38,000 sheep. That is a fair stock for the present season.
Was any of the resumed area taken from you? We threw up the resumed area.
It is now lying idle ? Tes.
In what way has your run been improved ? It is subdivided into 5-mile paddocks, and tanks have 

been put in each paddock.
2623. Is it wire-netted? Yes, the whole of the leasehold is wire-netted.
2624. Where do you send your wool ? To Wilcannia when the river is running. ,
2625. How far is that ? Ninety-four miles.
2626. When there is no river where does it go? We send it to Hay—171 miles. The freight to
Wilcannia is £3 5s. a ton, and to Hay £A 10s. a ton. Tho average price of carriage to Hay is £6 16s. Id. 
a ton. ,
2627. How far would you be from the proposed railway ? If the railway went 0 miles south of Ivanhoe, 
I should he 43 miles from it.
2628. Do you think that your wool would be sent by the line instead of going to Wilcannia ? Ye^ there 
is no doubt about it.
2620. Can you give us the name of other stations nearer you, the wool from which would come to the 
railway ? I think Mr. Lloyd would send his wool to the proposed railway instead of sending it to Cobar. 
Then there would be tho Najuligah and Yallock wool, and wool from other places through here.
2630. What is the distance from Cohar to your station ? 164 miles. .
2631. "We were told by the stock inspector at Hillston, that the carrying capacity of this country had 
decreased very much of late—is that your experience ? Yes.
2632. To what extent ? Between 30 aud 40 per cent.
2633. For what reason ? In the first place, on our station we have lost all the cotton aud salt-bush and
blue-bush. ,
2634. How ? Through the rabbits and by oversincking.
2635. Has the depreciation been chiefly due to the rabbits ? Iu my opinion it is principally duo to tbe 
rabbits. The 1888 drought seems to have had a great effect upon this country.
2636. Have you done much to cope with the rabbits ? Yes, we are always working at them. Wc have 
always a staff employed to deal with them.
2637. About what do you put down for rabbit extermination every year? It would cost about £350.
2638. Do you see auy probability of their extermination, or will this be a permanent charge ? I think it 
will be an annual tax upon the station. You cau keep down the rabbits so that they will not affect the 
feed to any extent, but they will be an annual tax.
263!), What benefit would a railway- be to you ? In a bad season, when the stock got low, we could send 
them away quickly without serious loss. At the present time wo are often unable to shift them.
2640. Arc you prevented by reason of your distance from market from sending away fat stock ? Yes, to 
a certain extent, in some years. This year if wo had had fat stock we could have got them away, because 
the stock routes were in fairly good order.
2641. "When feed is bad, to wliat extent docs the stock depreciate by being driven to market? I should 
say fully 25 per cent.
2642. TYith better meaus of communication you would be able to stock up more, and to get rid of your
fat stock rapidly ? Yes, providing we got the season. If we got two or three droughts we would not be 
able to do much. ■ ,
2643. What is tho average number of good seasons here ? About one good season to three bad seasons, 
j-hat has been my experience for nineteen years.
2644. Then this is not likely ever to be a very thickly populated eountry ? Now that the rents have been 
reduced, the lessees might go ia for ringbarldng to some extent. There have been substantial reductions 
in rent,
2645. Have you made any improvements of that kind? No ; I have not started yet.
2646. Have you done any riugbarking or scrubbing ? Not to any extent, except in the smaller paddocks, 
such as the horse-paddock.
2647. Do you go in for cultivating anv part of your run ? I generally put iu about 120 acres.
2648. For what purpose ? I grow hay for tho use of the station.
26 49. Is any part of your holding suitable for agriculture ? Yes.
2059. How much of the 200,000 acres ? I think that in fair seasons any of it would grow fair hay.
2651. Would it grow wheat? I have never tried it to any extent. I tried a little once, and threshed it 
out. It came out all right. That was in an exceptionally good season—1889.
2652. Has anyone else gone in for wheat-growing in this district ? Yes ; I have seen very good wheat 
grown in the district.
26-53. ."Regular crops or casual crops ? For two or three years they have threshed the crop.
2654. Would it be only one crop out of three that would be good ? I have had a crop worth cutting for
hay every year since 1889. 1 daresay about one in three would be a good crop with rain.
2655. Would ono crop in three pay the farmer ? I think it would pay him if he cut it for hay.
2656. To send to Sydney ? Yes ; or to places along the line where the crops happen to have failed.
2657. You talk about having to send your sheep away in bad seasons ;—would that often occur, and would
it bring much revenue to the railways ? I think so. In that respect, a railway would be of great advantage 
to the hack country. ’ ' 2658.

Mr. 2616. 
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2G58. Do you think that legislation shouldbo passed to compel every one to deal with the rabbits? 
certainly think so.
2(550. All your wool goes to Melbourne ? Yes.
2660. None of it to Sydney'? Not at the present time.
2661. You heard the last witness say that the railway would not be likely to pay anywhere west 
Ivanhoe ; that that trade would continue to go to tho river ? Yes ; I dare say it would.
2662. How are you supplied with water? Principally by tanks. Wo have two wells on the holding.
2663. Has there been any boring for water? The station bored for water to a depth of 860 feet, but they 
did not strike anything.
2661'. Chairman.^ Were they in bed rock at that depth ? They got on to rock which the machine was not 
strong enough to go through.
2665. Mr. Trickelt.'] Ho you think the district has gone back of late years ? I think so.
2666. Hoes that remark apply to both large and small land-holders ? I think it will.
2667. I suppose it is chiefly attributable to bad seasons and to the rabbits ? Yes.

Mr. Herbert Lloyd, manager, Baden Park Station, sworn, and examined:—
26GS. Chairman.] How far are you from Ivanhoe? I am 60 miles north of Ivanhoe.
2660. What stock do you carry? Between 30,000 and 40,000 sheep.
2670. What area have you ? 208,000 acres leasehold and resumed area.
2671. You arc in occupation of tho resumed area ? Yes ?
2672. What are you charged for it? -p.Ar of Id.
2073. "What is your tenure ? We have applied to have the resumed area attached to the leasehold area 
until 1918, and I believe that that is being done.
2674. You agree with what Mr. Cameron said in regard to the difficulty of moving stock in dry seasons ? 
Yes. In addition to that I might say that buyers of stock will not come out as far as I am, because of
the difficulty of travelling. We are subject to heavy loss in times of drought, and we are cut off from the
ordinary trading facilities which people who reside near a railway have.
2075. Have you had any experience in farming operations ? I have had a good deal of experience in 
Victoria, and a little here.
2676. How many crops have you had ? We have had crops for eleven years past.
2677. How many crops have been successful ? Live out of the eleven, I think.
2678. You heard Mr. Cameron say that wheat growers here might expect one crop in three. Is that
evidence correct ? 1 do not consider this a lit eountry for growing crops. The seasons are too precarious.
1 do not think that a person could make a living by growing wheat here unless he had irrigation. Tho 
rainfall is not sufficiently good.
2679. What does the rainfall average here ? For the last ten years it has averaged 11 inches.
2GS0. What is the largest amount that you have paid for the killing of rabbits in any one month ? The 
largest amount paid lor tlie destruction of rabbits nas up to 1888, when tbe (J-ovcrnment insisted upon 
bonuses being paid.
2681. What is tho largest number tbat you have paid for in any month? In January and February,
3893, we destroyed about 40,000 rabbits. *
2682. Do you agree with what Mr. Cameron said in regard to the deterioration of this country in conse
quence of the rabbits ? Yes. I think it has deteriorated about 50 per cent.
2683. What was the run carrying when you first came here ? Hp to 64,000 sheep. At present we carry 
about 30,000 sheep. Tho country is not good enough for cattle. In the early days we had abundance of 
salt aud cotton-bush, and edible scrub was available,
2684. If tbe rabbils could be exterminated, bow long would the country lake to recover ? A couple of 
years, The salt and cotton-hush will never come hack, but equally good grasses might come.
2685. Mr. Jlassall.] The cotton-bush and salt-bush arc absolutely destroyed ? Yes; every vestige of 
them has disappeared.
2686. Chairman.] After fwo or three years’ rest you believe that the country would recover? Yes ; but 
it will never he such country as it was when there was salt-bush.
2687. Do you use salt now ? Yes ; a little.
2688. Does the wire fence stop the rabbits ? I do not think so. 1 do not believe in the present wire 
netting fences at all. They are not rabbit-proof.
2GS9. Do you think tho mesh should be smaller? On these large areas, once the rabbits are there it costs 
as much to keep them down inside the netting as if you wore not netted at all I have had proof of that 
on a 10-mile block.
2690. Will the ordinary wire net fence stop the rabbits ? It will stop the great body of them, but some 
arc sure to get through.
2693. What is the rate of carriage from Ivanhoe to Wilcannia ? I should think about £4 10s. a ton.
2692. And 1o Huy ? It u ould average about £5 a ton.
2693. AVhat would it be Irora AYilcannia to Adelaide? Tho rate fluctuates a good deal. I have known it 
to bo as low as 35s. a ton, but £2 a ton is a fair thing,
2694. That would make it £6 10s. a ton from Ivanhoe to Adelaide ? Yes.
2695. AYbat is the rate from Hay to Melbourne? 1 do not know.
2696. AVhat is the rate from AYilcannia to Melbourne? About £2 30s. a ton. ‘
2697. Therefore, from Ivanhoe to Melbourne via AYilcannia is about £7 a tou ? Yes.
2698. Any wool going from Ivanhoe to Sydney would have to he brought for less than £6 30s. or £7 a 
tou ? Yes,
2699. AVhat is the freight from Ivanhoe to Hillston ? About £2 10s. a ton, 1 believe ; but 3 have no 
definite information.
2700. If there were a railway to Hillston, and wool was carried from there at £4 a ton, you would be 
able to get it to Sydney for £6 10s. a ton, which seems to be the cheapest rate at present? Yes.
2703. It the railway were brought to Hillston, would the people in this district use it ? I for one would 
not use it; but it the line were taken to Broken Hill as proposed I should make use of it.
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Mr. Richard Cappur Webb, part owner and manager of Kilfera Station, sworn, and examined:—
2702. Mr. Hawaii,'] Wliat is the area of Kilfera ? 332,000 acres, including the leasehold and resumed 
areas.
2703. Have you had any homestead leases taken up ? We have had one conditional purchase.
2704. What stock do you carry? Grenerally from 80,000 to 100,000 sheep.
2705. Is it good sheep country ? Only part of it. Less than one-fourth is good sheep country.
270(5. Is it sound country ? Very.
2707. Does it grow a good quality of wool ? Yes, when you get the grass.
2708. And good fleeces? Yes, in good seasons. Everything depends upon the seasons. You could grow 
the finest sheep in the world here, if you could feed them.
2700. Have you any difficulty in getting your fat stock away? Iu ordinary seasons wo cannot send them 
away after the end of October. For eight months of the year we nre practically prevented from sending 
stock away because of the want of feed on the-stock routes.
2710. What is the rainfall here ? The average for twenty-four years is 12 inches.
2711. Has the carrying capacity of this rim deteriorated very much ? Yes.
2712. Since when ? Since the end of 1887, or the beginning .of 1838.
27 L3. Was that the time of the first rabbit invasion ? That was the time of the great rabbit invasion.
2714. Then you had the drought of 1888 ? That did not afiect us so much. The rabbits did all the barm,
2715. What steps did you take in the first instance to deal with the rabbits? Wc trapped them and paid 
bonuses for their destruction.
2716. What has been your annual expenditure in destroying this pest ? Our expenditure on neenunt of 
rabbits in 18S7 was £12,070 10s. Od. That represents approximately ],000,000 or 1,500,000 rabbits.
2717. Are you in favour of the provisions of the Rabbit Bill now before Parliament? Partly. I believe 
that men who are netted in should be left alone. You cannot deal with the rabbits where you have to 
employ labour. We could not deal with them here if we had to employ men in large numbers to dig them 
out or to trap them.
2718. What do you fiud the best way of dealing with them? In 1880 wc started to give them poisoned 
water, and when I saw the results I .said'that that was all we could ever do. It is tho only way to deal 
with them in this country.
2719. Perhaps you aro exceptionally well situated as to the operation? In the worst years we have had 
150 miles of frontage fo tho Willandra. taking all the little lagnons and lakes off it to fence.
2720. Did you erect 150 miles of fencing? We erect temporarily about 50 miles every year. Two good 
men will do a mile aud a half a day.
2721. Since you began to poison the water aro you able to cope successfully with the rabbits ? It depends 
upon the Bummer. If we have a showery summer it upsets us ; but if wc get December, January, and 
February dry we can clear off the great mass of rabbits. The rabbits will then probably not trouble us 
f o any ereat extent for two years.
2722. Where does your wool clip go? To Melbourne.
2723. What is the cost of conveyance? This year the lowest price is £3 10s. from here to Balrauald and 
£2 12s. Gd. from Balrauald to Melbourne.
2724. Is Balrauald better for you than Hay? It is about the same to both places. The rate for greasy 
wool is £6 2s. 6d. and for scoured wool £G 12s. Gd.
2725. Have you sent to Sydney ? Ko. This is the first year that we have sent to Hay. Before we have 
always sent to Balrauald.
2726. Did you ever send to Wilcannia or to Wentworth ? Ko.
2727. Do you get your return goods from Melbourne ? Ko ; we get a good deal from Sydney. Wc are 
practically equally distant from Balrauald, Hay, Menindie, and Wilcannia, but the road to Hay is better 
than any of the other roads. It is better country and better water. Ilillston is 35 miles nearer.
2728. Do you think that tbe construction of a railway to this part of the Colony will tend to its further 
development? Hot in the immediate future,
2720. Do you think there is any prospect of agricultural settlement taking place in these outlying places? 
It would lie impossible unless there was a gold-field or something of that kind to supply it.
2730. The people here could not compete with others nearer a market? Ko.
2731. Do you know the route that the proposed line will take ? I know it fairly well. ■
2732. Do you think that the country alittlc furthernorth is better than that through which tho line runs ? 
Further to the north the country is better for railway construction, but it is not such good lam) for 
settlement.
2733. It is higher ground, level, and not subject to inundations? Yes; but it is pretty well all scrub 
eountry. It is inferior country.
2734. For agriculture? It is inferior whichever way it is regarded.
2735. Tho resumed areas of several of the stations along the route have been abandoned ? Yes .
2736. Do you think there is any possibility of their being taken up under present conditions ? Kot the 
slightest.
2737. The men who used to hold them would he quite as likely to do something with them as anyone else? 
Yes J\sa rule they have left thousands of pounds worth of improvements upon them.
2738. But, finding it impossible to cope with the difficulties they had to surmount, they abandoned the 
land ? Yes, The country is too heavily timbered. The soil is good enough, but it would never pay for 
the labour of taking off the scrub.
2730. Is Ihe country thickly infested with rabbits? ]f you took off the timber you could manage the 
rabbits. '
2740. Do you know (ho country from Ilillston in towards Temora ? No ; not at all.
2741. In the event of a railway being constructed to Hillsfon would it be of any bonefil to this district? 
Jt would if tho rates would compare favourably with the Melbourne rales. Such a i ail way would help 
us in removing our stock a good deal.
2742. From how far west would people use the line? I do not think that people much further west than
we are would use the line. ‘
2743. Would the people of Ivanhoe use it ? Yes,
2744. From how far south would people go to Hillston ? From below Mossgiel. Mossgiel would

probably
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probalily be on tbe dividing line. Eunuing north towards Cobar the country is so inferior that you could ^ cM^eljb 
not expect very much traffic from it. Ko doubt if the line came in this direction we would send our wool ' ^ ‘A ^ '
by it to Sydney. Wc are trading more and more with Sydney every year. If the line went to Broken 2ggcpt.J igge. 
Bill wool would come from places west of us. _ _
274'C. You heard tho evidence given to-night—do you practically agree with what has been said? No.
1 do not agree with what Mr. Lloyd said about tbe country recovering. This country ivas all salt and 
cotton bush when I came here fifteen years ago. Of course, if you have any very choice grass stock will 
always eat it out first. The salt bush and cotton bush have not disappeared through overstocking. We 
can carry in an ordinary season from 80,000 to 100,000 sheep. The stock all deal with the worst grass 
last. They like the cotton bush best of all, and they like the salt bush worst. Once tbo sheep eat the 
salt bush off, once they eat the leaves off it, it never grows again. That is on the red soil. On the blue 
clay tbe sheep can eat it down and it will grow again from the roots. In bad years tbe sheep simply live 
on their fat for five or six months. In such seasons they will eat belar or in fact anything. Bor two 
years after I came here, and up to 1887, we carried from 180,000 1o 210,000 sheep, and carried them 
fairly well. 1887 was tbe best year I ever. saw. We bad 185,000 sheep here rolling fat; but in 
1888 we lost 53,000 sheep. The country tbat has had the worst usage since I came here—country 
that has been greatly overstocked and has always had the most rabbits—is now tbe best we have if 
wc only get good falls of rain. It has been trodden up like a ploughed field, and nearly always over
stocked, but alter a good fall of rain it will carry three sheep to the acre. The country is belter to-day 
than it was fifteen years ago, so far as carrying shoe]) in fair seasons is concerned. I am speaking of the 
open country. 1 look upon the sernh country—the thick scrub country—as simply useless. Baden Park 
is one of tbe best runs about here, with nice pine ridges. There is no thick pine. On timbered eountry, 
once you eat out tho grass it never seems to grow again to any extent, _
2746. Clinirman.l With regard to the scrub country the rabbits have eaten it out and it will take some 
years to recover; but they do no harm to the open country ? Yes. The country round Hay was similar 
to this country twenty years ago. It was covered with salt bush and cotton bush. The salt and cotton 
bush country lasts the longest, because the sheep leave those shrubs to the very last.
2747. In the open plains once the rabbits have destroyed the country it is as good as ever ? It is not as
good as ever, because it will never have the salt bush and cotton bush again. '
2748. Mr. Hassall^ The rabbits destroy valuable edible bushes which never grow again? Yes, tbe 
rabbits have spoilt the country as a lasting country. It is now simply a grass country. If we get a bad 
season there is nothing to stand by, but when the rain comes the grass comes.
2749. Before tho rabbits came you had a lot of saline shrubs which kept the sheep in good condition, 
but since the invasion of the rabbils those shrubs have disappeared? Yes. We have much finer grass 
now; but we have not the shrubs as a stand by.
2750. Is any ballast or timber obtainable in tbe district? There is timber about Hillston and Mount 
Hope. You can get ballast on Manfred, and on this run about 14 miles direct north from tbe line. Tbe 
ballast I speak of is a sort of granite rock. You can get conglomerate water-worn rock, but it is further 
away.
2751. Would there be much stripping? No; but tbe rock is rather large. It is not gravel. On Manfred 
you would get ballast within 4 miles of the line.
2752. Chairman.'] Ho you believe tbat the question of artesian water has been thoroughly tested in this 
vicinity ? I know of it only from hearsay. .1 do not believe that it has been thoroughly tested.
2703. Mr. TIas&all.] Ho you think another trial might advantageously be made? Yes. 1 think they 
should go down 3,O;)0 feet.
2754. Do yon say tbat in face of the fact that the geologists believe tbat they have got down to tbe 
primary rock? Wc have found the geologists wrong in many points before, and they may be wrong 
again. Prom what I have hoard it pays the contractors to go about 1,200 feet and then stop>. The bore 
gets a bit; crooked aud difficult to work, and then it is time to stop.
2755. Ho you think the district has never bad a fair trial in this respect? Yes ; and there may be some 
truth in the report that the men do not want to go any further.
2756. Is there a malice belt extending from the north of Euabalong West, about 8 or 10 miles north 
from Willandra., to some place north of Mossgiel? That belt of mallee runs right down to the South 
Australian border. As far as my knowledge of tbo country goes, tbe map before tbe Committee (Hay 
district map) is correctly noted.
2757. I believe you are a great believer in wire netting? Yes; Ido uot contend tbat it absolutely 
prevents tlie rabbits from getting across the country, but it checks them. It stops all waves, though a 
few will get through. We have a 100-acre paddock in which we could grow a good hay crop, though 
there are thousands of rabbits outside.
2758. How, in your opinion, should the State deal with abandoned areas in the western country ? It is
difficult to devise any scheme under which they could be occupied advantageously to the State. We 
have o*nly recently purchased a station known as Yallock. The resumed area was abandoned; but there 
arc ,138,000 acres of leasehold completely fenced and watered with a valuable well, woolshcd, and all 
necessary buildings. The plant on the place could not be put there for less than £1,000. It embraces 
engines, saw benches, pumps, drays, ploughs, scoops, and household furniture and utensils. We paid 
£700 cash for the whole property, including some horses and sheep. This property was sold in 1886 or 
1887 for £32,000. ' ‘

SATURDAY,
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SATURDAY, 26 SEPTEMBER, 1896.
[The Sectional Committee met at the homestead, Bulla Bulka, at 7'30

fixsent:— ■
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. William Joseph Thickjitt. | John Lionel Feoan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Mr. Angus MeCallum, overseer, Tolarno Station, sworn, and examined:—
, “r-. 2756. Chairman.'] What is the area of Tolarno Station ? A little over 600.000 acres.
a. AicOallum. 2760. How many sheep docs it carry ? About 100,000.
seso^tTisac o-ci' b0Wlongyou 1)eGn ll0rG?

' ' 2/62. Have you grown any crops here? No; 1 cannot give you any information with regard to thocrop growing here. ^ j j =>
2763. Where have you seen crops grown ? At Tolarno.
2764. What sort of crops do you get there ? Very inferior.
2765. Is the climate suitable for growing crops ? JSTo.
^766. The country ivhich the Committee have passed through to-day appears to be open belar country 

ating1^a™s‘> ^es; BOutl1 there is inferior country, with’mallee and small belar belts.
2/6/. Ihe good country seems to extend about G or $ miles beyond Bulia Bulka—beyond that what is 
“^country hke P It is covered with mallee and porcupine, and small belar Hats.
2768. And from there to Menindie P Box flat country, principally.
2769. Fairly good country ? Yes. "

t*ie ra^nfall bore ? Twelve inches is about tbe average for tbe last five years.
. 2/71. With regard to the lake system here, I understand tbat there is a dam intercepting the water

coming down the Tulyawalka from the Darling, and sending it along various creeks until it reaches 
.Ratcatchers Lake—how often liave you known the water to enter Ratcatcher’s Lake? 1 have no 
S®5nit?,mformoti<m ’ believe, about sis times during the last ten vears.
o—Q vv-0 y°U kuow country south irom Sayer’s Lake towards tlie Willandra? Ko.

J; ould ther0 1)0 mu0b difficulty in joining Saver’s Lake with the Willandra ? I could not say.
1 he noola!‘™y t0US of 'V001 do you CIi)eet lo fr0111 y°U!’ 100,000 sheep ? This year we have shorn 

only 86,000 sheep, and we will get about 1,350 bales of wool,—900 greasy and 150 scoured. The oreasv 
wool weighs about cwt, a bale, so that there would be about 01 bales*to tho ton. The scoured wool 
weighs about 2£ cwt. to the bale, and about 8 bales go to the ton. Therefore, we will have about 150 
tons ot' greasy and about 56 tons of scoured wool, or a little over 200 tons altogether.
a •, hat 13 thc 01‘dinary freight from Meuindie to Melbourne ? This station sends its wool to Port
Adelaide.
2776. What is the cheapest rata to Fort Adelaide ? I do not know. .
‘illl' ^ t’!ie rate im."1 bfouindio to Melbourne ? I have seen wool taken from £2 5s. a ton.
o-o t ™ 18 ^ ^ow quotation ? About £3 a ton is tbe ordinary quotation,
2//0 Is it cheaper to send to Port Adelaide ? I think so, but 1 would not be quite certain. This is a
o-oo y‘us''raU‘ai1 owned, station, and no wool has ever gone from here to Melbourne.
o-oi* buow tbe country through which the proposed line will run? Yes.

/SI. \\ hat do you think of the project? I think it is a very stupid one. I do not see what benefit 
the line would do to anyone.
o7qo* *^° y°U ^’uk it would serve neither pastoralist nor agriculturist ? Ko.
Darling”16 t'1C1C nui'U-V homestead leases ou the resumed area of Tolarno ? Yes, a great many on the 

2784. They have river carriage ? Yes.
2785 Are there any homestead lessees in the back country? Yes; four homestead leases were taken 
up tins year about 2o miles from liere. They are about 70 miles from the river, 
o-07 ™fiy improving the land? Ko, they are not doing anything.
railway d° y°U get t0 d>orfc A(ielaide ? By riveras far as Murray Bridge, and thence by

S,°w.f‘?r V Murray Bridge from Port Adelaide ? I think about 90 miles.

They will have to

If

n-oA -itri i. ' jt r • i - ° . j. t/HUlH. itUUUL JU HllieS,
070n ■,, 'arr13 ^ nfrcJghfc from Menindie to Murray Bridge ? I cannot tell you.

• i , ir’ -^ttssa^-i Ia0'v ’"’iB the homestead lessees out back get to a water supulv ? 
sink tanks. ° 11 '
2791. Is it good holding ground ? Yes.
2792. What sort of grass country is it ? Very good grass eountry. It will carry a sheep to 10 acres, 
y^niprove it and subdivide it it will carry so many more sheep.
2793. Is this good drought-resisting country ? No.
Sging^tP^Ko* dr°Ushfc yoai’ Pastul'0 fails fluickly—you have no good grass here that will stand

ovne }JhQr<? d° y.ou.trucTc sll0e]) going to Adelaide ? At Mingarv.
2796. How tar is it from hero? About 170 miles. "

^haVS d°nf r ”ith ,them at Ade,aide ? Bhey are sold at the sale yard, 
oven ?°W faV7S '* from iere to BToken Hill ? About 125 miles. 
oSd w°lU 00 jld trUck fTin there ? Bllt ^ is! cheaper to truck at Cockburn.
Sydney 6 y°U y0Ur Lve st°ck ? To Broten Hilt and to Adelaide. This year wc sent a lot to

oijno way,)vo'lld 8tofk go to vSydnej ? They were trucked at Carrathool.
IfinQ riT far 13 j>at from.liere ? 1 am informed that it ismbout 200 miles, 
oeof i ld y°U 8e^d niau-y slieeP there ? Only one flock—3,000 altogether.
2804, 1 suppose they deteriorated very much in going down ? Yes!

2805.
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2S05. How much per coot? I could not say. I was not on tlie station at tho time.
2S0G. Do you think the railway would be of any advantage iu enabling you to move starving stock ? 1
cannot see that it would. As a rule, anyone who has sheep up here for sale in bad seasons sells h'5 2eg7”t~18n6 
strongest sheep because he gets a better price for them. They put the sheep they want to sell into the 011’ 1 
best paddocks. None of the stations round here would ever bother about sending sheep away.
2807. It would not pay F I do not think so.
2308. In a bad time 1 suppose a squatter hangs on to bis stock until it is too late to send them away ?
Tes ; they would not be worth sending away.
2509, C'/iairmffH.] AVhat would you have to pay to send wool from here to Menindie? Tlie sheep carry 
their own wool from here to Tolarno. They are all shorn at the head station on the banks of the river.
2510. Mr. TriekettA Do you see any possibility of this back country being used for agriculture? I do
not see tho slightest chance of it, -
2811. The rainfall is too small? AMs.
2812. To what depth have you sunk wells in order to get water? 1 do not know what sort of wells they 
have on this side of tlie river; but on this station there are no wells to speak of because of the lake.
2813. How far do you drive your sheep to get them to water ? About 8 miles is the greatest distance.
In other places they have to be driven 14 miles.
2814. Are you using the resumed area ? Part of it.
2815. Is it fenced or improved in any way ? It is fenced.
2816. AVhat do you pay for it ? I cannot say.
2817. Have any attempts been made to obtain water by boring? They are making their second bore now, 
and aro down about 1,100 feet. The first bore went dowu 1,500 or 1,000 feet, and then they gave it up.
There have been no results from the second bore yet.
2813, Mr. PA'f/au.] Arc the resumed areas watered by dams? Tes; part of the land is improved,
2819. It anyone took up ihe land that was improved he would have to pay for tbe improvements ? Tes,
2820. Have many of the edible shrubs disappeared in consequence of tlie advent of tlie rabbits ? Tes.
2821. I believe that while the daisy-weed is not absolutely valueless it takes thc place of more valuable 
pasture ? Tes.
2822. How many horses on the run are blind ? I could not tell you. My theory is, that the horses cat 
tlie rabbit-dung which gets mixed in with tho grass at the edge of tho lake. I believe thc disease is not 
contagious, and it does not affect horses drinking at a tank. Horses, when they come in for water at a 
lake, stop to feed close by; but when they come to a tank they simply take a drink and go away again, 
because there is no grass round the tanks.
2823. W ould 6,000 head of stock be sent, away from here in tlie year ? That would depend upon thc year.
In a good season I suppose quite that number would be sent away; but a good season may occur only
once in five ycat 8. ' '

Mr. G-corge Jamieson, station employee, Tolarno Station, sworn, and examined:—
2824. Chairman,'] How long have you been living in the district r Since 1879. Mr.
2825. What is your opinion with regard to the possibility of agriculture here ? I should not think that Jamieson,
the country was adapted for agriculture, because of the small rainfall. '' ------ -
2826. Have you seen any wheat growing in the district ? No, not in this part. 26Scpt.,1896.
2827. Is wheat ever grown here for hay ? AMs.
2823. AVith what result? Sometimes there is a fair crop. About once in live years there is a fair crop.
2829. Have you seen the lakes dry ? Tes.
2830. All of them ? Tes ; all tlie lakes on this and thc adjoining run.
2831. Have you seen Kalcatchor’s Lake dry? Tes.
2332. Have you seen Sayers’ Lake and Bulla Bulka dry? I saw Bulla Bulka dry in 1885 or 1836, and it 
was nearly dry in 1879.
2333. AVhon was the dam put on the Talywalka ? I cannot tell you. Before I came liere.
2834. Do you know the country between the end'Of the AVillandra and south of Sayers’ Lake ? 1 know 
tbe country well between here and Kilfera.
2835. Is it low-lying and swampy ? In most places.
2836. AVould there beany difficulty in joining the head of thc AVillandra with Sayers’Lake? I do net 
think so. I believe it is all level country, but I have no information which would enable me to give a 
definite opinion upon the subject.
2337. How many fat stock have you sent away every year? Last year we sent 3,000 to Sydney, and about 
the same number to Adelaide. '
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TUESDAY, 29 SEPTEMBER, 1896.
[Thc Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Menindie, at 10 a.mi]

present: —
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (CiuntMAir).

The lion. AVilliam Joseph Tmckett. | John Lionel Feoan, Esq.
Thomas Henet Hassall, Esq.

Tho Sectional Committee further considered tho proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Mr. AVillie Davies, Accountant and Secretary to the Menindie Boiling Down and Meat Preserving 
Company (Limited), sworn, and examined :— °

2838. CTsimiw?.] How long have you been living here? Two years. Five years previously I was living Mr.
near Broken Hill, which is practically in the same district, ” W. Davies,
2839. AVherc do you send the produce of your works ? Hitherto we have sent to Adelaide. -s
2810. AVhat is tlie freight from here to Broken Hill ? From 50s. to 65s. a ton. Sometimes it has been 29Sept.,l896, 
impossible to obtain carriage at all.

2S6 («)—L 2841.
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Mr.
W. Davies. 

29SepMS96.

2S41. "What is llie freight from Broken Hill to the Border? The freight from Broken Hill right 
through to Adelaide is about 137s. Gd. a ton, That is tor skins and wool. The consignees have always paid 
freight.
2842. Then from here to Port Adelaide by that route tho freight would be about £5 os. u ton ? Yes, 
quite that.
2813. What is the freight from here to Murray Bridge ? 15s. per ton.
2841. What is it from Murray Bridge to Adelaide ? Jt depends upon the class of goods. The freight 
for tinned meat averages about 15s. a ton.
2845. That would he £L 10s. a ton for the whole distance? Yes.
234G. Bo you send anything to Melbourne? No, thc duty shuts us out of Melbourne.
2847. What would he the wool freight from here to Adelaide via'Murray Bridge ? J t would be practically 
tlie same. ' ‘
2848. Would £5 5s. represent the nmol freight to Port Adelaide by way of Broken Hill? I think so.
2849. Do you send anything from here to Port Pirie ? No. ’ ”
2850. Can you get stuff to Adelaide as cheaply as to Port Pirie ? Not quite. I think the freight to Port 
Pirie would be about 10s. a ton less.
2851. That would make it about £1 15s, ? Yes.
2852. Bo you know how much the Silverton Tramway Company get ? No.
2853. irom how far up the Barling does wool go to Murray Bridge? Prom nearly as far as Bourke.
2SS4. Is there one rale right through ? The wool is carted to Wilcannia, and the rate is from Wilcannia. 
2855. Is the rate the same from Wilcannia to Murray Bridge as from Menindie to Murray Bridge? It 
might he within 10s. a ton. It depends upon the height of the river. "
285G. Have you any statement to make with regard to the enterprise with which you are connected ? I 
hare made it my business to ascertain the available surplus of stock iu the districts to which we have 
access. By looking up the Government returns for the vear before last, which are the latest printed 
returns available, I find that in the Menindie dislrict there'are 1,910,060 sheep.
2857. ‘What district does that join on the east? 1 think it lakes in Albemarle and Tolarno. Albemarle 
extends 50 miles cast from tho river. On the west the district extends to the South Australian border, a 
distance of about 130 miles.
2858. How far does il go south ? To tho bottom of Nctley Station, about 45 miles from bore.
2859. And how jar north? To the northern boundary of Corunna, about 150 miles from here. South of 
tho Menindie dislrict is the "Wentworth district. We draw sheep from that dislrict because the South 
Australian and Victorian stock duty put up a, harrier against their entry into those colonics. The number 
of sheep in the Wentworth dislrict is 670.9/9, in tbe "Wilcannia district 1,972,252; in the Wanaaring 
district 1,528,213 ; and in the South Western Queensland dislrict 1,500,000 ; or in all 6,720,504.
2800. Bo 1 understand that moat works are in existence at Wilcannia and at Bourke? Yes; but we have 
drawn supplies from all tbe districts I have mentioned,. The natural increase of the sheep is at least 40 
per cent. That gives an annual surplus of about 3,01)0,000 sheep. Wo estimate that we could buy 10 per 
cent, of that number, if we bad facilities for getting our produce away from the works. Wrc have not 
been able to do as much work as we could have done with proper facililies. Our operations comprise 
boiling down and meat preserving. New works have recently been erected and machinery is now being 
put up to increase the meat preserving business. If we bought 10 per cent, of tbe surplus sheep in thc 
districts I have named, wc should have an output of about 5,000 tons. Tho average weight of moat in a 
sheep is (> lb., of fertiliser 10 lb., of tallow 10 lb., and the wool and skin should weigh 10 lb. Therefore, 
300,000 sheep would give 5,000 tons of produce.
2861. What would be tbe tonnage of your inward supplies? We import meat cases, tin plates, tallow 
pipes, and now and again machinery. That comes 1o about 750 tons of packages.
2862. Would there be anytning in the way of feed ? There Mill be breadstuff's, &c., to maintain the 
population that the works will draw round them ; but T have no definite figures about that. We could 
also preserve fruit and vegetables with tbo appliances that we use for dealing with meat. The processes 
are identical.
2863. Where do yon propose to get your supplies of fruit and vegetables ? Other witnesses will point 
out what can be grown here, and the irrigation aspect of Ihe case.
2804. Bo you deal in rabbits ? Yes ; during the last six months from 2,000 to 3,000 rabbits have boon 
delivered every week. ’ .
2865. Is there a demand for potted rabbit ? Yes, a greater demand than for any other form of preserved 
meat.
2866. Supposing a vast number of rabbits were available, could you sell them as tinned meat ? We had 
inquiries tbe other day for 10,000 cases of rabbits. Borty-eight full-grown rabbils go to tbe case.
2807. Is there an unlimited demand for tinned rabbit? Yes, and there has been for the last two years. 
Ever since I have been at the works there has been a continual demand for tinned rabbits. Wc cannot 
get nearly enough rabbits.
2868. ̂ Why ? There are no means of getting the rabbits brought in from a greater distance than 15 or 
20 miles, anil then only along the main road. The men engaged in tbe business of catching rabbits have 
so many difficulties to contend with. Tlie rabbits often go bad before they get them to tbe works,
2869. You also deal in wild fowl ? Yes ; there is a great demand for preserved game.
2870. AVhat sort of a supply have you ? It is very irregular, and depends upon the state of the river. 
When there is plenty of water, wild fowl are abundant. "
2871. Does tbe trade amount to much ? Jt lias not amounted to much in the past, because thc river has 
been very low and there lias been nothing to bring the wild fowl about.
2872. How many men will you employ at the work’s when fbey arc completed ? At least 209.
2873. AVhat do you pay for the rabbits? One penny each for carcases. 'The men keep the skins and get 
on tbe average about; jd, each for them.
2874. Can they live on that? They can make very good wages. Ono man has been making £3 a week.
Ha is an expert trapper and has had five years’ experience. If wo had ready means of obtaining them wo 
would enter into large contracts. ^
2875. Bo you know what the state of the Barling has been for a period extending over a number of years ? 
1 know nothing of the condition of the river prior to my arrival liere.

2876.
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2876. How long does it take to get to Menindie from Murray Bridge, when the Darling is in good con
dition ? From eight to fourteen days. I have known stuff to be three months coming up the river.
2877. Has the river been up pretty well during the last three years ? No ; it lias been down nearly the 29g t
whole time. For eight mouths last year navigation almost ceased, or else freights were up ill per ton, so ’’ '
that it was almost impossible to send away anything at a profit. J came here in October two years ago,
and from then to the following February the river was good. During that time 131,000 sheep were killed 
at the works. ”
2878. What freight did you pay when the river was good ? From £1 5s. to £L 1.0s. Navigation ceased 
in April, and we were not able to ship anything then until January of this year. During that time all 
the stuff had to be sent by team to Broken Hill, and tallow, pipes, and woolpacks were brought out from 
Broken Hill. This meant turning away a lot of business, and although the stations roundabout were 
very anxious to have their sheep treated, it was impossible for us to undertake the work.
237.0. If the railway had been constructed you would have used it to get either to Sydney or to Adelaide, 
whichever paid you best? Yes ; we would have sent the produce to the best market.
2880. If Sydney had been a better market you might have paid a little more to get there ? Yes.
2881. When the river was up, would you use (he railway ? It would be simply a question of freight and 
the interest on the value of the produce in transit, if you had a very valuable consignment of goods which 
it might take weeks to send down the river yon would probably find it more profitable to scud it quickly 
to market by railway.
2882. What is the freight from here to Echuea ? About the same as to Murray Bridge. The South > 
Australian and ^ ietorian railways compete against each other for the trade.
2883. Are there any other works in the Western District similar to these at Menindie? Yes; works owned 
by the same company have recently been erected at Wileanniu.
283*= What effect would the railway have upon them ? It would enlarge the scope of operations.
2885. Produce from Wilcannia would probably make for Menindie rather than Cobnr or Broken Hill ? Yes.
2886. Could they get to Menindie more easily than to Cobar or to Broken Hill? Yes; the distance is 
less, amt the road will be bettor.
2887. Do you know what the carrying rate is from Wilcannia to Broken Hill? From £5 15s. to £20 
a ton, according to the state of the road, J. never heard of it being less than £5 15s.
2888. What would be the road carriage to Menindie? Wc have done that work with'our own teams ; 
but I have not heard any rates quoted. It would be done, I expect, for about £3 lUs. a ton.
2889. What would be the rate from Wilcannia to Cobar ? I do not know.
2800. What is the rate by river from Wilcaimia to Menindie ? From 12s. 0d. a ton. That is the rate
we always pay. ■
2801. If the river wore up you would use it? Yes.
2862. The river must beat; the road carriage to Broken Hill ? Yes.
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Mr.
W, Davies.

Mr. Ityan Charles Besley, manager, Menindie Boiling Down and Meat Preserving Company, sworn, and
examined:— .

2803. Mr. Tnelicit.] How long have you been here ? 1 have been living here about three years, but I 
have been in the district for about seven years.
289i. As a grazier ? As a grazier and stock-buyer generally. "iiSe t 1896
2895. How long is it since you commenced operations in connection with meat-preserviug ? It must bo “ 
nearly four years.
2896. You commenced: small ray i? Ye: very small wav: sunply boiling down at first and
canning the tongues. AFe fellmougered some of the skins, and sent the wool away scoured.
2897. Yon are now enlarging your business? Yes.
2898. How much are you spending? AYe are spending over £20,000 in plant, machinery, and buildings 
to carry on meat-preserving, fellmongering, and the working up of by-products,
2899. What can you turn out ? From 5,000 to 10,000 cans a day. AVe can make and preserve that 
number of tins in a day. Of course, if wc are filling 6-lb. tins wo turn out fewer in a day than if we are 
filling l-)b. or 2-lb. tins. AYe can make any shape ami any size tin.
2900. Do you think this will be a continuous industry in good and bad seasons ? Yes.
2001. What is your reason for thinking so ? In very dry seasons like the present we would have more 
difiieully in getting sheep than at any other. AYe are now able to keep going both with sheep and cattle. 
The cattle come principally from Western Queensland. AVe buy them on the runs, and they follow down 
the Paroo, and from Wileanniu come along the river. We can always get them that way because there is 
always water in flic river. We have purchased 5,000 cattle to he treated hero, and these cattle are now 
on the way from Queensland. If wc wished wo could buy from 50.000 to 100,000 catflo straight away. r 
At present, however, we emmof take large contracts, because we are not sure that we shall be able to 
deliver upon the date specified, In a good season we have an abundant supply; but even in a had 
time we can get quite enough to keep us going. The stations round here arc hemmed in. They cannot 
send stock fo cither South Ausfralia, or AAetoria, hecaufC of the Border tax.
2902. A.rour industry may he looked upon as providing a good ouilel for surplus stock in good seasons, and 
for all stock in ha I seasons ? AYs. In bad seasons ihey have to send their stock to us, and in good 
seasons fhey have such a largo number that, they are glad to sell us the surplus.

2603. It has been stated that the proposed railway, if constructed, would bo valuable in carrying away 
thousands of starving stock' to other parts of the Colony ? A largo number of stock could be sunt away ; 
but the class of stock that we kill are to a, great extent old stock, winch it does not pay to send away. It 
would not pay to send away old ewes or wethers.
2901. If the meat is sent away in tins the railway will not obtain so much revenue as if it carried live 
stock? No ; but our works will consume a very small pnriion of the entire live stock of the district. AVe 
may boil down 500,006 or 600,000 sheep; but there will be tens of thousands of other sheep to be sent 
away.
2905. Is not a drought generally universal? Then the sheep die on the runs.
2906. But suppose fhey were sent away by railway ? They would be sent to the various meat-works.
2907. Not to better grazing-land ? They would send a good many away to other parts, because there
are places which can cany more stock in these dry times than we can. 2908.
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R C^Bealev yoltr experience that the shifting of slock pap ? It pays sometimes to shift stock from the
north of South Australia to tho south. A big rain, say 2 inches, may come at anytime, and then they can

29 86^,1896. ^^erabackagail1- , . . .
z9u.h lou are convinced that the industry in which you are engaged will be successful ? Tes, I am sure 
of it. It will increase to three times the size that it is now if we are able to get the stuff away. This 
year we refused a contract with the Indian Government and several English contracts because wc could 
not make sure of getting the stuff away in time. In all these contracts they bind you to send away so 
many thousand cases per month. Of course, if the river goes down, and you are prevented from sending 
your stuff away, that cannot be regarded as an excuse for breach of contract. One of these contracts 
amounted to thousands of pounds, and would have suited us very well. It was simply for the supply of 
beef and mutton. ■ '
2010. Are the figures given by Mr. Davies correct, so far as you know? Tes, I think so. It would be 
impossible to send stuff to Cobar from Wilcannia, Ton could not get it there for less than £8 or £10 a 
ton, and we could not afford to pay that.
2011. What could you pay a ton to send stuff to Sydney by railway ? It would pay us to give the railway 
from £2 10s. to £3 a ton rather than continue to send it at the present rates to Port Adelaide. Large 
consignments run into a big sum of money, and we are completely out of this money until tho stuff gets 
to Port Adelaide. If you could put it into Sydney iu a day or two you could draw against it, and thus 
get the money to buy more stock. With a railway you could turn over your money more quickly.
2912. Ton could afford to pay even a higher freight to send to Sydney by railway than you now pay to 
send to Port Adelaide ? Tes. Then, too, at Murray Bridge the goods get knocked about a good deal; 
whereas, if there were a railway, wc could put them on the trucks ourselves, and they would go straight to 
their destination without handling or transhipment. At the present time our goods are very often left 
exposed iu the hot weather, and tallow will not stand that.
2913. Could anything be done to prevent the trade going down the river? If the river was not snagged 
the traffic would have to go to the railway. Prom here to Wentworth the river is getting very bad. They 
are putting up the rates of insurance and everything else.
2914-. If the river were left alone people would use the railway ? Yes. In my opinion it will take half as 
much to snag the river as would make the railway. Ton have to keep working at the snagging all the 
year round. "
2915. Prom what distance would graziers scud stock to your works ? In ordinarily fair seasons wo get 
large quantities of stock from distances of 400 and 500 miles. We buy and sell our stock. At Bourko 
they buy nothing ; they simply boil down on contract, and work for the good of the stations. Wc could 
take large quantities of stuff’from southern Queensland, and wc have now the offer of a great many sheep 
which we think of bringing down from there. . J
2910. In dry weather, can the sheep travel any distance ? Coming from Queensland they follow the Paroo 
to Wilcannia, and then they follow the Darling. ’
2917. How far could you bring sheep from outlying stations ? We couldbring them from South Australia, 
aud from places 50 or GO miles to the east. All the Albemarle sheep eamo in from Victoria Lake to the 
river to be shorn this year, although it is a very bad season. The track that the Committee came over is 
au exceptionally bad one for stock.
2918. On what rim is Menindie situated? On Kinchega.
2919. Is most of the laud that the railway would pass through taken up by graziers and homestead
lessees ? A lot of it is open for selection, but it is hold by the stations. 1 am quite sure that a very 
large quantity of wool would be sent in from here. At the present time wool is often carted from 
Menrmlic fo Broken Hilt. Although the freight is as high as £3 a ton it pays. Whenever the river 
was down tho wool would go to Sydney, if there were a railway. It would never pay people to send to 
Broken Hill, and then to Adelaide. Adelaide is a small place, and there are not the same number of 
buyers there that there are in Sydney. Then, too, a great quantity of goods would bo brought over the 
line. Sydney being a free port wc can buy more cheaply there than in Adelaide, and, indeed, we buy a 
great quantity of our stuff there now. All our machinery was bought in Sydney, but everything bought 
in Sydney has to come via Adelaide. * "
2920. WhaQdo you think of this country as a grazing country? I think it is a first-class grazing 
country. We are subject to droughts; but it is first-class country. A proof of that is the number of 
sheep in the district. Wo have now had three really had winters, so that this is tho worst year wo 
have had for fifty years. In ordinary seasons this is sound good country for sheep. They arc subject 
to no diseases, and their wool is second to none.
2921. Could you assist grazing with agriculture here ? Tes ; I am satisfied that there is a good deal of 
this country which could be irrigated at very little cost.
2922. Then why lias it not been irrigated ? I do not know. We have got the Government to offer us 
a lease of Lake Pamamaroo. If the country was Hooded it would afterwards carry ten times the 
number of stock that it now carries. Some of these lakes arc very large, and go back from tho river 
15 or 20 miles.
2923. The inhabitants of Menindie once advocated a railway from Menindie to Broken Hill;—does that 
project still find favour? Tes. Both the Broken Hill and the Menindie people are very anxious to 
have a line made. At Broken Hill an immense quantity of wood is used, and they would use ton times 
as much there if the cost could be reduced from 18s. to about 10s. a ton, as it could bo if there were a 
railway. They use wood in the furnaces in place of coal, and no doubt they would be able to get 
sufficient timber along tho line to keep Broken Hill going for many years,
2924. Which way would goods go to the seaboard if a railway were made right through ? They would 
go to Sydney if the freight were the same. The Silverton Tramway Company and the South Australian 
Government have cut their rates lately. The strong opposition of these people is a proof of what a 
railway to Sydney would do. There is very strong opposition to the proposed line. I feel certain that 
a line from Menindie to Broken Hill would pay well from the start. With regard to the other portion 
of the proposed line, I do not know- much about it.
2925. A line from Menindie, to Broken Hill would take timber, bay, and produce from the river to Broken 
Hill ? Tes. Vegetables, fruit, and produce could be grown in abundance along the banks of the river if 
the Broken Hill market were available. Then, too, if the line were constructed, large quantities of low-

grade
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grade ores would be treated in Menindie. Of course, if the lino stopped at Menindie tho river would have i
to bo snagged, and it would have to be kept snagged. Nearly the whole of the wool from Western ■ se^' 
Queensland conics down to Wilcannia, and a through line to Sydney would catch all that traffic. Wool 29Sept 1896 
which gets in early obtains higher prices than wool coming in late in tho season, and people would be ' -
willing to pay extra freight in order to be in time for the first sales.
2026. Have you had any experience with irrigation p Only on a very small scale.
2!)27. Do you think irrigation would be successful here? We have told tho Government that if they will 
offer us the Patnatnaroo Lake for twenty years at a fixed rental we will spend £500,000 upon it as an 
experiment in irrigation. '
2028. At the end of the term would you want to he paid for the improvements you have made? Wo should 
want a renewal of the lease. We would not care about handing it back again.
2020. Do you know of any accidents having occurred through the had state of the Darling ? Tes. Only 
a fortnight ago there was an accident near Tolarno, when a great many bales of wool were considerably 
damaged. As far as the river trade goes, we have been able to get the rates down to lus. a ton. When 
we came here it used to be £2 10s. and £3 a ton; but as we bad a large quantity of stock to send, 
and kept two boats going, we were in a position to have our rates very considerably reduced. It is hardly 
fair to call the rate I have spoken of the general ruling rate, because other people cannot have their 
goods taken at the same price, The ordinary grazier has to pay a much higher rate.

Mr. Wellington Coates, meat expert, Menindie Boiling Down and Meat Preserving Company (Limited),
swern, and examined:—

2030. Mr. .Feyan.] How long have yon been employed at the meat-works ? Between three and four 
years.
2931. Have you had other experience ? Tes ; I was in the Adelaide meat-preserving works from 1872 to 
1877. Brom there I went to Air. Connell. 1. started the preserving-works for him,
2932. What information have you for the Committee? I think Mr. Davies and Mr. Besley have touched 
upon every subject that I could have spoken upon, and I entirely corroborate what they have said. There 
is, however, one thing I should like to mention, and that is the producing power of this country in good 
seasons. The first season I came here it was a most beautiful sight to see these fiats which are now covered 
with dry dust covered with beautiful grass up to one’s knee. The first lot of sheep that came from Tolarno— 
8,000—arrived in very low condition, and were turned on to a patch of this country about 2 or 3 square miles 
iu extent. They were only out about six weeks, and were then put through, and they realised about IGlb. of 
tallow each. They were tho first that we put through. They were converted in a few weeks from almost 
crawlers to fat sheep. With irrigation you could produce large quantities of fruit and vegetables—quite 
enough to supply the Broken Hill market; and 1. have no doubt that thousands of pounds are paid to 
Mouth Australia every year for fruit and vegetables to supply Broken Hill, because there they have to 
depend entirely upon outside sources.
2933. Where do you get your fruit here? It comes from the Hill. A little is grown locally, but nothing
worth mentioniug, 1 have seen some of the finest vegetables in the garden attached to the boiling-down 
establishment that ] have ever seen anywhere. ■
2931. It does not speak very well for Menindie if the people here have to get their fruit from Broken 
Hill? Well, no one seems to have sufficient enterprise to grow anything. They seem to think that 
because there is no market it is not worth while going in for things on a small scale.
2935. Do you know the road from Menindie to Broken Hill ? Tes.
2936. What kind of country is it? It is all very good country. The only thing that is necessary is 
plenty of water. I consider that it is the finest country you could possibly have.
2937. If a railway were made from Menindie to Broken Hill, would that land he utilised in any way? I 
consider that it would bo utilised as far as Lake Speculation—about 15 miles from here—for growing fruit 
and vegetables, and for growing fodder, such as lucerne, and even wheat, by means of irrigation.
2938. Do you know the country between Menindie and Mossgicl ? No.
2930, Would it pay tho Government to construct a line from Menindie to Broken Hill? Tes ; I feel 
certain that it would.

Mr.
W. Coates.

29 Sept.,1896.

2940. How many carcases do you ship in the year ? 150,000.
29-11. How much wool do you send away ? That is a matter with which I have nothing to do.
2942. Have you any idea of the traffic between hero and Broken Hill ? No.
2943. How many passengers do the coaches take ? I should think eight or nine on the average.
2944. They run three times a week ? Tes.
291.3, Is that all the passenger traffic? Tes. No person will undertake the journey if ho can possibly 
help it, because it is such a miserable trip. If there were a railway, however, a lot of people would come 
out from Broken Hill aud live here, and the land hero would be taken up. Tbc population would bo 
increased tenfold in a very short time.
2946. A great many people go to the Hill in hired conveyances ? Tes. .
2947. Arc there many teams on the road? Tes ; when the river is down there aro a, great number of 
loams.
2948. When ihe river is up there are very few ? Tes.
2949. Do you not think that if a railway were construcfed, and the river were navigable, traffic would still 
go down the Darling? No ; I think that the railway would be used in preference to the river, because 
of the time it takes to go down the river.
2930. What is your highest output since you have been here ? 1,000 tins a day is about what wc have 
done up to tho present time, but wc have plant which will enable us to do ten times that quantity. As 
soon as our machinery is in good working order, as it will bo in a few days, wc shall be able to turn out 
10,000 tins per diem. The aaorage capacity of a tin will be 2 lb. "
295.1, Do you think the climate is suited for your kind of work ? I consider that our position is a very 
good one. We are right in the district where the stock is bred. All wo want are facilities for getting to 
market.
2932. Where docs your stuff go ? It goes all over the world. Most of it goes to Europe, but up to tho 
present time we have always been behind-hand with our orders, We have not been able to supply anything 
like the quantity that has been asked for. 2953.
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W 'Coates •S-ave you serit; any stuff to Western Australia? Yes.
:* Aoa | 1 2954. Do you supply ttio local market? Yes. Cousidcring thepopulation, thereis a very good local market. 

S^Seot iflfifi 2955. Do you send any stuff to Broken Hill ? Yes, we send a lot of stuff to Broken Hill.
’ 2956. Is there a good demand for it there ? Yes.
2957. So that there are fair prospects for your company ? There is not the slightest doubt of it.
2953. Do you not find the stock grown in the district better than that which has been brought a consider
able distance ? 1 find that the quality of the moat here, both beef and mutton, is superior to that which I
have used elsewhere.
2959. You deal in pigs here? Yes; we preserve a large quantity of pork sausage, aud wc mis pork with 
other things, A railway would be beneficial to us in connection with the rabbit business. In the summer
time we have great difficulty in getting fresh rabbits. The men cannot, bring them in from any distance 
with a horse and cart.
2960. Are there any creeks between hero and Broken Hill? There is the Quandong, but it is not a 
running creek,
2961. What is the width of it? I suppose about 100 feet.
2962. What is its depth ? 4 or 5 feet.
2963. Is the country flat ? There is a gradual rise from here to the Hill.
2964. Therefore the lino would not he expensive to construct? I do not think it would. 1 think it 
would be a cheap line.
2965. Do you think a line from Menindie to Broken Hill would meet the requirements of tho district 
almost as well as a line from here to Sydnejr? Yes; but it would be a groat advantage to have a lino 
from here to Sydney. This would be a splendid place if it had population.

Mr. William James Faust, storekeeper and commission agent, Menindie, made an affirmation, and was
examined:—

Mr. 2966. Mr. MassallJ How long have you been residing in this district? Close upon thirty years.
W. J. Faust. 2967. What was it like when you came here ? There was more money in it then. The squatters were 

spending money in fenciug and dam-sinking.
29Sept., 189G. 2963. Do you think the district would carry a much larger population ? Yes, if proper facilities were 

given.
2969. Are you not aware that the best of the land here is locked up until 1918 ? ?7o; I believe that 
50,000 acres have been set apart by the Government for irrigation.
2970. People do not appear to he anxious to settle on it? They wanted to do so ; but they were told 

, that they could not do so until the railway came here. A Broken Hill syndicate wished to take up laud
here, but they were told that they could not.
2971. Do you know of a proposal to construct a tramway from Menindie to Broken Hill ? Yes; the 
contract was let for that work ; but they could not raise .sufficient money to carry it out. The Banks 
closed up very soon after the work was started, and there was no money available. .
2972. Have you seen any land cultivated about here ? Yes ; smalt patches arc cultivated in good 
seasons. .1 have grown a little patch of oats with stalks as thick as my little finger. That was without 
irrigation.
2973. Have you tried irrigation at all ? Only for flowers.
2974. Do you think that the land would grow anything if irrigated? I believe it is Dio finest land in 
the Colony, and it would produce anything if it had water. ] had a syndicate share iu tho private tram
way enterprise which cost me £30.
2975. "Would the proposed railway benefit the people of Menindie ? Perhaps the railway would not pay 
straight off ; but as population increased I think it would pay.
2976. Have you any knowledge of the country between here and Condobolin ? Hot further than Bulla
Bulk a. '
2977. Do you think that countiw is suitable for close settlement ? If artesian water could be obtained 
it would be good land to settle on. There appears to be splendid soil in the hollows.
2978. What would be the principal item of trade between Menindie and Broken Hill ? J think firewood.
2979. And timber for the mines ? Yes. This timber will stand better than tho imported timber.
2980. Have you phmly of red-gum on the river? Yes, and about the lakes.
2981. Is it not a fact that that timber will compare favourably with almost any in the world for 
mining purposes ? Yes. 1 am in the timber lino myself, and I can say that the red-gum is better than 
any timber grown elsewhere—that is, for mining.
2982. What timber are they using at Broken Hill now? American pine.
2983. Bed-gum would bo much safer, because of its non-liability to combustion ? Yes.
2984. Is it also a very durable timber? Yes, and will bear a greater strain than any other timber I know.
2985. What would be 1 be cost of carrying the timber to Broken Hill by team ? Teams could not carry it 
for less than 50s. a ton. and that drives it out of the market.
29SC. If there were a railway it could be carried cheaply enough ? I believe that if it could be carried 
at 7s. (id. a ton it would bo used for tho mines.
2987. His possible that if the railway were constructed people from Proken Hill would come to Menindie? 
Yes; 1 think that selectors would take up land hero, and that miners would make homes here for their 
families.
2988. IIavo you any idea as to the tonnage of store goods which is brought to Menindie every year? 
Between April, 1895, and April, 1896,1 imported 150 tons. Probably 50 tons of that came from Sydney.
2989. Do you know how much is brought into tlio town by other storekeepers ? Ho.
2990. What does il cost you to bring your goods in? £l a ton from Adelaide to Murray Bridge or 
Morgan, and about 30s. a ton for (he steamer freight.
2991. What, would bo the freight by steamer from Sydney to Adelaide? 12s Gd.; but there is a charge 
for commission and wharfage. It comes to over £3 a ton if you bring goods that way. The charge at 
Port Adelaide is 5s. a tun. The river charges also come to nearly 5s. a ton. They charge for slorage, 
wharfage, and bills of lading.
2992. The total cost would be from £3 12a. Gd. to £3 15s. ? Yes, If there were a railway we should save
the insurance. 2993
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2993. "What is the insurance ? I cannot say exactly, but I think it is 3 per cent. _
2994i. Can you tell us what it would cost to convey wool to Sydney ? 1 have not the least idea. It is
being taken this season for £1 a ton from "Wilcannia to Groohva for shipment to Port Victor, that is being 
done by Messrs. Rich and Co.
2995. And other people have to bring their charges down to secure the traffic? Yes. Last year other 
steamers obtained £-k a ton from Albemarle. ♦
299G. What would the charge be from G-oolwa to Port Victor ? About 5s. a ton I am informed; but the 
trouble is that it is very seldom that a boat goes there to load, except in ballast.
2997. What depth of water is there ? There is plenty of walcr, and a breakwater a mile long ; but the 
port is never used. Messrs. Rich and Co. are trying to run the other steamers off.
2998. Is it a fact that the other steamers have come up and have had to return almost empty ? Yes ; 
last week I saw a steamer returning with only about 50 hales of wool on board. She could have carried 
1,800 bales ; but they would not load it at the freight.
2999. Do you know what tonnage of wool is sent away from here ? No ; no statistics have been kept.
3000. I presume that all the xvool goes away from here by river? Yes, when the river is up. It has 
been carried to Wentworth by teams for as much as £7 a ton.
3001. Is any wool taken to Broken Hill ? I have not known any to be sent from Menindie; but from out 
back they send wool there.
3002. Are there many coaches running between here and tho Hill? Pour a week, besides some specials in 
shearing time. Last Saturday one coach, went away with sixteen, and the other with eleven passengers.
3003. What is the average number of passengers carried ? Five or six in each coach.
3004'. Who are the people that travel ? Some come for pleasure, and some for business.
3005. From Broken Hill to Menindie ? Yes. 1
300G. If better facilities wore offered do you think there would be more traffic ? Yes.
3007. Have you any idea of the population of Menindie ? No. "
3008. As compared with that of five or ten years ago? The population has not increased very much. The 
school started with twenty-live children, and now they have sixty children.
8009. What are the principal occupations here? It is a labouring population chiefly. A. good many 
stay hero for a few weeks, and then shift again.
3010. What is the population of the town—about 180 ? I suppose about that.
3011. Waa the population as great five or ten years ago ? No ; I think it is slowly growing.

Mr.
W. J. Fauat.

29 Sept., 18DG.

Mr. Samuel Klemm, storekeeper, Menindie, sworn, and examined : —
3012. Chairman.'] How long have you been here ? 38 years. Mr.
3013. For what periods is the Darling navigable ? For the last three years the river has been down, but 3. Klomm. 
before that they had a seven years’ run.
3014. Which would be better for Menindie, a permanent river ora railway? I would rather have a 29 
railway.
3015. Why ? I think tho Sydney market would suit me bettor. 1 deal largely with Sydney now.
30I(). If the freights were heavy they might hamper your trading arrangements considerably ? Yes; I 
recognise that.
3017. Is the Murray always navigable to Wentworth ? Not always.
3018. How often has it not been navigable ? It is likely to be down about March and April, and some
times for three or four months.
3019. Taking ordinary years ? I suppose on the average it is down for two months in (he year,
3020. How far up the Darling can a boat come when the Murray is navigable ? Only about 12 miles,
.3021. If she got over tbc first 20 miles could she come up to Menindie ? No.
3022. For a good many months in the year would a steamer fail to reach Menindie ? You cannot reckon 
upon the river being navigable for more than about half the time.
3023. What quantity of stores do you import? During the last twelve months I have imported 250 tons.
3023. How far do you distribute them ? for 50 miles round.
3025. How much comes into and goes out of Menindie ? 1 suppose about 1,000 tons. Of course if the ■
railway came the imports and exports would be increased very much.
3026. 1 suppose the wool all makes to the river at the nearest point? Yes.
3027. Do you agree with what wras said by other witnesses in regard to the soil and climate? Yes ; it is
first-class soil. '
3023. Is there anything you specially desire to refer to ? With regard to irrigation, I know that tho 
soil will grow anything. I have seen potatoes, onions, and wheat grown hero.
3029, If you had water would things grow well? Yes. In a good season wheat will grow well with the ’ 
ordinary rainfall.
3030. What is the average rainfall here ? About 12 inches, and if we have a good season at all we can 
grow good wheat. There aro thousands of feet of good timber on the river which if it could be got to 
Broken Hill would be used for fuel and mining supports.

Mr, Edward Haynes, manager, “ Crown Hotel,” Menindie, sworn, and examined:—
3031. Ms. Tricfceit.] How long have you lived here ? Three years. Mr.
3032. Have you known the district for any longer time ? No. E. Haynes.
3033. What opinion have you to offer to the Committee with regard to the proposal under consideration ? "-n
So far as our own business is concerned, we do most of our trade witli Sydney; but we have great 29 Sept,,1896. 
difficulty in getting the stuff round. We are put to great disadvantage in having to order large quantities
at a time in order to get it up when the river is high. However, it pays us to deal with Sydney. In the 
first place the people round hero like tho Sydney beer which we import from Toohey and Co. There are 
three other houses io Menindie, and I presume that they do a similar trade. "We import about £1,000 
worth of stuff a year for our own house. Within 40 miles there are seven other houses, and I believe 
that most of them get their supplies from Sydney.
3034. They have to bring their goods round bv way of Adelaide? Yes,
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E. ^tvuos. 's disadvantage in having to buy more than you want? This year we anticipated a good
^_seflsoii but up till now it has not been good. The other day wo got in 20 hogsheads of beer, but ii some-

20 Sept,1896.0110 ^oes no^ drink it it will soon go had. If we could send in our orders every week it would be better.
3036. At present you have to overstock ? Tes. "
3037. Bo you over lose your goods on the river? We have had them delayed for a considerable time. 
Last year some wine took eleven months to come from Albury.
3038. Ton are very often inconvenienced by delay in receiving goods ? Yes.
3030. Can you tell ns anything about the passenger trallie iu and out from Menindie? Tho passenger 
traffic to Broken Hill would be large ii there were a railway. On several occasions I have heard people 
say that if there was some easy means of transit they would come here more often, but they cannot stand 
the coach racket,
3040. What do they come hero for? They regard this place as a sort of sanatorium, and the sport on 
the river is a groat attraction, A lot of “leaded ” people come here, and a week here makes a wonderful 
improvement in their condition. Now many have to go to Milverton as a matter of compulsion, because 
there is nowhere else to go.
3041. What are the coach fares between Menindie aud Broken Hill ? From 7s. 6d. to 10s. per passenger. 
When there is no opposition they aro much higher.
3042. What wore the fares before you had opposition ? £1 to 2os.
3043. Is this regarded as a healthy climate ? As a very healthy climate. 1 am not sufficiently acquainted 
with the district to be able to point out the advantages which the pastoral industry would obtain from 
the construction of a railway, but, speaking conscientiously, 1 can say that the Broken Hill people arc 
thoroughly in favour of the line hero. Of course now when we cannot get things from Sydney wc have 
to send to Broken Hill and to South Australia, but we prefer to deal with Sydney.

Mr. William Maiden, grazier, Menindie, sworn, and examined :— ,
Mr. 3044. Chairman.] How long have you been here ? Since 1802,

W. Maid mi. Ifyan.] What is the extent of your holding? I have only about 12,000 acres.
—' 304.C. Have you had a larger holding? 1 have been interested in country round about, more or less, but 

29 k,ept.,lS96.I have not bad any large holdings.
3047. How many sheep have you ? At the present time very few, because the country is now very bad.
3048. How many acres arc usually required for a slice]) ? About 10.
3040. Ton do not call this good country? With a fair season it is not too bad.
3050. Has your land ever carried more than l sheep to 10 acres ? Sometimes for a short period it would 
carry a sheep to the acre. I have beeu dealing in stock principally. I do not keep them on the place all 
the time. 1 1 1
3031, You only keep them there for the time being? Yes.
3052. How many good seasons have you known in the 34 years you have been there? I do not think 
there has been three winters as dry as those we have just passed through. The countrv now is worse 
than I ever saw it before. It was better before it was unproved than it is now.
3053. Have you used your land for anything besides sheep-grazing ? No, I have not; but I have about 
2 acres of garden in Menindie.
3054. What do you grow ? Fruit and vegetables. Tho garden is leased by Chinamen.
3055. Are there any similar gardens about here held by Europeans? There is another garden on the 
river bank which is about the same size. All the stations have small gardens.

' 3056. Generally under the management of Chinamen ? Yes, as a rule. They seem to do the work better
than other men.
3057. Have any Europeans here tried vegetable-growing or gardening to any extent ? Not to any extent. 
Mr. Byrnes has a good garden about 30 miles down the river, I believe that he has about an acre of 
oranges, besides a vegetable garden. He says that he can grow almost evervthing ; but that it does not 
pay him to send produce to market. "
305S. Do.you know the country between Menindie and Broken Hill well ? Yes.
3059. Is it level ? It is all level. Broken Hill is 650 feet above Menindie, hut there is a gradual rise, 
and the only hills mot with are within 9 miles of Broken Hill. The engineer told me that he could get 1 
in 100 all through.
3060. You were interested in the Menindie Tramway Company ? Tes.
3061. The people here would not have troubled the Government to make a railway if they could have
made one themselves ? We wanted to make a railway to Broken Hill. J
3062. Do you know' the country from Menindie east ? I have not been there for a groat number of
years, a know the country between here and Bulla Bulka. It is sandv dry country, with a good deal of 
scrub upon it. " J 6
3063. Are you troubled with blindness among the horses here? Yes, I think it is due to the presence 
of the melon. In olden times the Darling pea was very bad, hut the melon seems to have taken the place 
of the pea. When everything is dead and dry tho melon looks fresh and green.
3004. Have the rabbits anything to do with the disease ? No. I believe that eating the melons brings 
about an inflammation of the stomach which kills the horses, if they do not go blind.
3065. What is the average rainfall here ? I believe about 10 inches or under. For the last two or three 
years we have had no general winter's rain. There might be an inch of rain here and 25 miles away no 
rain at all. A heavy summer rain is useful, hut it is not like a winter's rain.
3066. Would the railway bo of any benefit to you in giving facilities for the removal of stock ? It would 
he of benefit all round.
3067. Would not the people still use the Darling to send their wool away ? In 1859 there were 100 or 
200 men employed snagging the Darling. They used to work up as far ns Wilcannia, because above 
"Wilcannia there was scarcely any timber. The cessation of the work of snagging has rondo the river very 
dangerous. !sTot only are the snags an impediment to navigation when the river is low, but the over
hanging branches of trees are dangerous when it is high.
3068. Unless the river is snagged it will in time become unnavigable? Yes.

3069.
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3GG9. Produce would then have to he sent by the railway? Tes ; that would improve the prospects of M1'-
the lino. The insurance companies do not care much about insuring stuff on the river, and if the water Vi Ml™cn. 
is below a certain level they will not insure it at all. _ 29Serl!'"l89G
3070. Por how many months in tho year is the river unnavigabie? It is very uncertain. Eighteen or F ' 
nineteen years ago they used to have to cart iheir wool to Wentworth from 100 miles above Wilcannia. 1
have seen the river quite dry for eighteen months at a stretch. Now you cannot tell whether it is going to 
be down for two months or for twelve months. Its state depends upon the Queensland rainfall. The 
river is not down so often now as it was in years gone by. When the Silverton tramway was built I had 
contracts for sending coke and timber to Broken Hill. The mine people asked me if 1 could guarantee 
tho river. They said that if tho river would stop up they would bring the railway here, but I could not 
guarantee it. If the river had been anything like permanent, the line would have been brought to 
Menindie instead of to Silverton. Mr. Wilkinson, the geologist, some years ago advocated the con
struction of a railway from Broken Hill to Menindie.
3071. How would a railway benefit you as a homestead lessee ? It would not benefit me to any great
extent, because I would not have a great deal of stuff to send upon it. It would bring population here, 
and that might lead to an increase in the rentals. -
3072. Chairman.] How much is Menindie above Wentworth ? I believe about G2 feet. The river runs at 
the rate of about 3 miles au hour. The rate of freight depends a good deal upon the condition of the river, 
and whether there is a steamer coming back empty, I have paid £'S a ton from here to Morgan, and for 
merchandise I have paid £G, £7, and £8 a ton. The steamers charge whatever they can get. There is 
no standard freight.

Mr. Robert Scobie, saddler, Menindie, sworn, and examined:—
3073. Mr. HctssalL] How long have you resided in tbc district ? Seventeen years. Mr.lt. Scobie.
3074. What reasons have you to offer in favour of the construction of the proposed railway ? There has /—-a-— 
always been a vast desire in this district to have railway communication with the Barrier. A railway was 20 Sept., 1806. 
proposed thirty years ago, when Mr. Broadribb was Member for the district. Tho electorate at that time 
extended from Bourke to "Wentworth. A good deal later, when the Cobar line was under consideration,
two of our people attended Broken Hill to give evidence before the Sectional Committee there. Prior to 
that, in 1884, we got up an agitation for a railway from Hay, rid Menindie, to Broken Hill, and Mr.
Wilkinson, the Member for Balrauald, presented a petition to the House in favour of such a line. Since 
then wo have endeavoured to get the Government to give us railway communication with the Barrier, aud 
J have sent down statistics and information to our Member, but be declined to do anything, because the 
cost of making the line was estimated at £10.000 a mile. We thought that it would cost about £2,00U a 
mile. At the same time 1 applied for 50,000 acres on the other side of the river to be set apart as an 
irrigation area. The site was examined by Mr. Hall, who told me that he could give nothing but a 
favourable report. Later on a movement wns set on foot, principally by old residents of the district who 
had migrated to Broken Hill, for a railway between the Barrier and Menindie in order to develop the 
district. I mention this to show that at no time have the Menindie residents been unaware of the 
importance of railway communication with the large centre of population lying so close to us. We arc 
desirous of being the producers of many things which could bo consumed in Broken Hill. The value of 
potatoes, garden stuff, vegetables, butler, bran, hay, and chaff imported into Broken Hill from South 
Australia amounts to £G0,U00 per annum. The importations of butler and eggs alone amount to £12,51 G 
per annum. This means a revenue of £300 a week to tho Silverton tramway. Pish is also largely 
required at the Hill by the mining classes and by those who are particular about a fish diet once a week, 
and wo could supply fish by the ton if we had a railway. Grapes cannot be sent to Broken Hill through 
South Australia except by special concession; but ne could jiroducc them here with irrigation. There 
are at Lake Menindie 28,0-18 acres of land which could be irrigated with very little trouble. At Lake 
Cawndilla there are 22,840 acres, or. altogether, 01,000 acres which could be easily irrigated by gravitation.
The natural flow of the river goes out back 17 miles to Lake Speculation. Two feet of water would be 
sufficient for 100,000 acres of tilled soil. At tho present time about 5,000 tons of firewood are consumed 
at Broken Hill every month. Its present price is about 4s. Gd, a ton, but 1 believe the retail price is 
from IGs, to 19s. a ton. If we had a railway we could supply a great deal of that firewood. Now all the 
leather that is consumed in the western district is imported from South Australia and Victoria. Perhaps 
at Bourko Sydney leather may be used, but round here itisall South Australian leather. Alargc number 
of cattle, however, are slaughtered at Broken Hill and in this vicinity, so that tanneries could easily be 
established here. Soap and candle works would follow. The passenger traffic between Menindie and 
Broken Hill depends upon the fares. "With a faro of 2s. Gd. you would have so many passengers that the 
coaches would break down, I have paid 70s. within the last three years, and I have travelled at 2s. Gd.
The 10s. Gd. faro does not pay the coaches. A great many people travel on foot. When Broken Hill 
was first started, and the river fell, everything there became very dear; but since then competition has 
brought down the prices. I see by the local press that the South Australian Government have reduced 
the price formerly charged for concentrates to one-half, so that it is now 9s, a ton to Port Pirie, 10s. to 
Port Augusta, and 11s. Gd. a ton to Port Adelaide.
3075. Chairman.] Is that the through rate ? That has nothing to do with the tramway rate ; it is the rate 
from Cockburn. When I gave evidence before the Sectional Committee at Broken Hill I could only 
speak of very few selections having been taken up here; but since then a great deal of land has been 
taken up by small holders within 50 miles of Menindie. Between 300,000 and 400,000 acres of land have 
been taken up as homestead leases, and I believe the proposed railway would lead to an extension of the 
system. I was informed by the manager of tho Menindie meat-works that he can procure the timber 
required for bis cases at a much lower price in Sydney than in South Australia ; and I have heard that 
soft woods can be procured more cheaply in the Sydney market. Mr. Ednic Brown, the iate Director of 
Forests, stated, in regard to a trip down the Murray, that there were 1,000,000 feet of timber in sight.
We have a great deal of hardwood in this district, and if it were taken to Broken Hill at a low rate we 
could sell it there. Then there is the water supply question. Wo hear constant complaints about tho 
water at Broken Hill being polluted by what falls on the catchment area, and it is to bo supposed that 
the town will ultimately require a better supply, which could be obtained from the Darling. If an 
irrigation settlement were established here we should be 150 miles nearer a port than Mildura is.

2Sq («)—M 3076.
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Mr. E. Scobie. 3076. Mr. MassalL'] An irrigaliou settlement here would have to look to the Hill for its market ? We 
would not require any other market, at all eventn. not at present. _

29Sept., 1896.3Q77 Would there be much traffic to Broken Hill? There would be enough to add to the freight. _
6078. As the South A ustralian people have already shown an earnest desire to obtain the trade by cutting 
down their rates one-half, it is probable that they are prepared to go still lower, and it is problematical 
whether the New South Wales railway could compete ? Well, there are such things as retaliatory duties. 
Last year 150,000 passengers, including Cook’s excursionists, travelled on the Silverton tramway. That is 
the only get-away from Broken Hill now; but if they could come this way 1 believe that the people of 
Broken Hill would give the Menindie route the preference. _
3079. Can you give the Committee any information as to the permanence of the Broken Hill field ? 
Nothing beyond what I have heard.
3080. Ho you think a railway here could compete against a river ? Water carriage can always compete 
against laud carriage ; but I think the certainty of the railway carriage would enable it to gain the day. 
This place is in its infancy yet, hut when there is population here whoso interests are centred in Sydney 
there will be a large traffic.
3081. Tf people can get goods from Port Victor more cheaply than from Sydney they will not send to
Sydney ? But if the New South Wales Government ceases to snag the river people will have to use the 
railway. The Government has already spent £100,000 in snagging the rivers, and it is an expenditure to 
which there is no end. I would advocate the blocking of the river. _ _
30S2. Up to the present the stations have all sent llieir wool down the river ? Yes ; more especially this 
year, when the rates have been cut to create a monopoly,
3083. Yon think the country round Menindie is suitable for closer settlement? J think that if there 
were a movable weir below the inlet to the Menindio Lake and above the outlet of the Talywalka, a very 
large area of land would be irrigable.
3084. When the river is half up will the water flow into Menindie Lake? Well, the creek is quite as 
deep as the bed of the river. The Menindie people objected to the original dam. because there was no 
provision for the inflowing of the water. My idea is that a weir should be made in the river like the 
Willandra weir in the Lachlan.
3085. If you once commence constructing weirs in the Barling would there not be an agitation for them 
all the way up ? Well, it would not be necessary to do the whole of the work at once,
3086. Why is a weir necessary to Menindie ? To give a head for irrigation purposes. We would then
bo able to till the bed of the lake. _
3087. Ho you think it would be advisable to construct a light line of railway from Menindie to Broken
Hill ? I think it would be a payable speculation ; but I would prefer to sec a national line constructed 
so that we could visit our own metropolis. ’
3038. Even if the State lost £40,000 a year on it? There might be an indirect benefit which would 
counterbalance the direct loss. _
3089. A railway from here to Broken Hill would, you think, induce people to cultivate to supply the wants
of Broken Hill ? Yes. _
3090. Where was the timber obtained that was used for the erection of the meat-works? In the vicinity 
of Menindie.
3091. Is there much of it ? Plenty.
3092. What is the country like at Quandong ? The soil is a red loam.
3093. How is rb watered? There is no water except when Stephens Creek is flowing. There are small 
wells. Quandong is about 32 miles from Broken Hill.
3094. How far is Bock well ? Twelve or 13 miles.
3095. Is there anyplace between here and Quandong? There is a hotel and several homestead lessees at 
Lake Speculation. There is a large quantity of hunt still available on Kinchcga Holding. _
3096. Would that land bo taken up if there were a railway ? Yes. The people of Broken Hill are very
desirous of settling away from the Hill. _ _ _
3097. Have not the Broken Hill people a good water supply ? They are crying out about its being 
polluted. The drainage of the place, unless it is kept away by dams, enters the catchment area.
3098. Has Menindie progressed or retrogressed ? The great part of Menindie has been built in the last 
sixteen years. The place is progressing slowly hut surely. All we want is more trade and more life We 
want to he connected wilh the outside world, so that we can make use of our opportunities, Our interests 
are not looked after in proportion to the taxes that we have to pay.
3099. If a railway were constructed from here to the Hill, I suppose a good deal of traffic would come up
the river to get to Broken Hill? Yes. People would prefer to deal with Sydney direct. _
3100. A'ou think that with a railway business relations would be transferred from South Australia to
Sydney? Yes. You can get a hotter class of goods, aud you can always fill an invoice in Sydney. That 
you cannot do in Adelaide. Now. however, we have to deal with Adelaide. ■
3101. What prevents you from dealing with Sydney ? Greatly the difficulty of getting goods sent round. 
I tried to get things sent via Bourke ; but that cost about 25s per cwb. The Sydney houses indent your 
orders direct from their head offices in Europe, so that the goods come up here unopened.
3102. Are any obstacles thrown in the way of the delivery of goods coming from Sydney ? ,1. have heard 
of such cases; hut I have had no experience of my own. This is a long established town. We have first1 
class soil round ns, and there is a large population at Broken Hill which we could supply wifhprovisionsil. 
there wore means of communication. At the present time they use 400 gallons of milk; at Broken Hill 
every day. We could provide one-half of that.

Mr. William Gardiner, Toorincaca Bore, near Menindie, made the following statement
Mi, 3103. Messrs. Pair Brothers are putting down the Toorincaca Bore of which 1 am in charge, and which is 

\V. Gardiner, situated about 32 miles from Menindie. Operations were commenced here on the 14th October, 1895, the 
object being to test this part of the country. The core shows for the first 90 feet (1) surface soil, (2) 

29 Sept.,lS96. w];’ite c]ay_ this point v,e struck salt water. Then for 25 feet we passed through drift-sand, and at 
the depth of f.15 feet entered sandstone rock. Eive feet deeper we came upon blue, yellow, and light 

r coloured
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coloured clays to a depth of 225 feet. Then to a depth of 315 feet we passed through drift-sand, and 
then to a depth of 55(5 feet through darlc-colourcd clay and yellow and red clay. Lower down the core 
showed—

556 feet quartz streak. _ ,
610 feet yellow rock with hard streaks of crystal quarts',, then slate with quartz veins extending 

to a depth of 667 feet.
6S0 feet red sandstone.
785 feet slate.
810 foot dark and brittle rock.
Sf)6 feet rock with a greenish-yellow tinge.
600 feet dark slate with quartz veins.

1,058 feet groy rock with white specks,
] ,110 foot slate with hard streaks in it,
1,112 feet hard, grey, brittle rock.

At this depth there appeared a change in the strata, hut no proper sample has been obtained. Opera
tions coased on the 29th April, in consequence of ihe disarrangement of the machinery. Since then 
we have been fishing to recover the tool. For the first. 225 feet there is a 10-inch casing, then to 165 feet 
an S-ineh casing, and then to 661 feet a C-inch casing. Beyond this point there is no casing.

Mr.
W. Gardiner.

29 Sept., 1896.

FRIDAY, 2 OCTOBER, 1896.
\_Thc Sectional Committee met at the Council Chamherc, Brohn Hill, at 10 a ;».]

present:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon, William Joseime Thickett. | John Lionel Feuan, Esq.
Thomas IIenhy TIassall, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed "Railway from Coudobolin to Broken Hill.

Mr. John Souter, Mayor of Broken Hill, sworn, and examined :—
3101. CItairmnn.~\ What are you? An auctioneer.
3105. How long have you been living at Broken Hill? About eleven years. I have been Mayor since 
February last.
2106. Be you desire to make a comparative statement with regard to the position of Broken Hill ? Yes. 
In 1896 the annual value of ratable property is estimated at £187,459. The number of houses in 1895 
was just about the same as in this year. Our expenditure is something like £20,851'. Our revenue is 
derived from a rate of Is. in the £, tke Government subsidies, and the sanitary rate, and the special 
endowment from the Government, which made a total revenue for this year of £20,85 t. With regard to 
the live-stock market, the butchers kill 120 head of horned cattle per week, aud about 1,000 to 1,200 sheep, 
besides calves aud pigs.
3107. Bo you regard Broken Hill as being a town almost entirely dependent upon the mining enterprise? 
Yes.
3103. Bo you recognise that the industry at Broken Hill in the future will be sending ore away from 
Broken Hill, and not coal coming to Broken Hill ? t cannot say, but I think there will bo ore going 
away.
3109. Bo yon think there will be much fat stock sent over the proposed railwa)1’, if made? Buring 
drought you can understand that it is very hard to travel stock to market. As the whole of our fat 
sheep come from the river districts during drought, it would he a great advantage to us if we had railway 
communication from there to bring the stock to market. It would certainly be a great advantage to the 
people of Broken Hill.
3110. I have before mo a pamphlet to which your name is attached;—are the statements in that 
pamphlet correct P Yes.
3111. Bo you believe that it would be possible to make Menindie Lake permanent at a small expense?
Yes. I produce extracts from a report published in pamphlet form by a committee appointed by the 
Municipal Council of Broken Hill. Jt is a report on the proposed railway from Broken Hill to Menindie 
and Coudobolin ; it is dated 12th June, 1896. 1 regard the statements in it as substantially true. It is
signed by me as chairman, on the 28th March, 1896. It is as follows :—

Mr. J. Souter.

2 Oct., 1896.

On the 12Ui •luno Iasi the Atimicipal Comici] passed the following resolution :—That the Government ho rcr[neste<l 
to undertake to have the Broken Ifill to ilenindie Hallway earned mu at the earliestpossilile time ; and mi the I Ith instant 
the Council further determined to promote active steps Being taken with a view to the immediate oonstnictiou of the pro
posed railway, ami the members of the Council whose signatures are appended hereto were appointed a committee to 
further inquire into and report upon the subject. A few days subsequently it afforded us min Ji satisfaction to learn that 
Government surveyors had left Sydney for the purpose of surveying a proposed direct lino of raihiay from Broken Jlill 
to Coudobolin,—some proof that the Government are aroused to the necessity of the hour, and recognised that trade should 
follow the easiest, shoi test, and cheapest route m the interests of the country they govern,

Onr instructions being to make but a short report, amt aware that the Government are in possession of reports from 
their engineering olfiuers, and of the evidence of the Committee that sat in both Houses of Parliament in IS92-9H, in 
reference to (he locking of the Darling River, and the construction of a railway from Menindie to Broken Hill, we can do 
little else than cursorily glance at some of tho commercial, trading, social, and moral aspects ot the subject.

Aa a primary consideration, on ing to the level nature of flic route and the absence of any engineering difficulties, 
tho railway could he very cccmomii'ally constructed, mill if carried out would result in Broken Hill .uni Menmdie becoming 
connected with the chief ton ns of New 8oul.h Wales, Victoria, and .South Australia. The reply to the question—would it 
pay ? can he well ganged by a calcful consideration of the following figures in iclation to the ini polls and exports for 1894 
mid 189.1. Imports from South Australia—1894, £024,488 ; 189.1, £144,289. Jilxpotls to South Australia—1894, £1,959,089 ; 
1891, £1,917,314, showing for each year an excess of exports over impoitH of nearly one million and a half sterling. More 
than 400,000 tons of ore, bullion, iSie., were exported in 1891 and J SOI [ISO, 1G3 and 210,844) and carried over the South 
Australian railway's.

Tho value of timber imported, principally foreign, and chiefly for mining purposes, was £184,848, thus :—

Hough timber . 
Dressed timber..

1894. 1890.
£104,717 ......... £77 902

£730 ........... £999
No
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Mr. J. Souter.

2 Oct.., 1S96.

No Jess than 2.5,000,000 feet of timber are represented by the above figures, which, in lieu of importation, could bo 
supplanted by timber from tho forests ol New South Wales, in character quite as endurable nml far loss inflammable than 
Oregon timber, and become a financial benefit to the State by being carried over our own railways.

The importation of coke and coal in 1894 and 1S95 was 213,332 tons, thus

Coke
Coal

1894 1895
70,299 tons.................. 55,25! tons,
44,939 .,   42,843 „

The declared values of the under-mentioned food-stuffs were

Potatoes ...............
Vegetables ............
Butter (331,671 lb.) 
Kggs (334,000 doz.) .
Bran .......................
Hay and chaff.........

1894 1895
£8,000 .......... £5,821
£7,750 .......... £0,845

£10,917 .......... £19,011
£5,506 .......... £6,950 (417,000 do/,.)
£6,53S ........... £9,958

£13,840 ..........  £20,458
making an aggregate sum of £121,934 for the importation of tho six particular food-stuffs referred to for a period of two 
years.

The above-specified produce could, on the opening of the railway to Menindie, be brought to the Hill from New 
South Wales, and in a very few years a much larger amount produced through the settlements of large and small farmers 
lietween Broken Hill and Menindie, who, as an illustration, could by dairying and poultry-rearing soon supply a large 
proportion of the £30,000 worth of butter and 0,000,000 of eggs, of the value of £12,516.

There exists no reason why the community of Broken Hill should continue to pay no less a sum than £300 per week 
to the Silverton Tramway Company for the carriage of food-stuffs alone.

Through the utilisation of the Darling immense volumes of water, m the vicinity of Menindie, could lie supplied to 
the mining companies at a nominal cost per million gallons, which, notwithstanding the solution of tho sulphide problem, 
will greatly facilitate, and with greater profit, the treatment of hundreds of thousand tons of low-grade ores; but, further, 
and, ns your Committee believe, to be a matter of much greater national importance and value, the production of hundreds 
of thousands tous of produce for consumption at Broken Hill and exportation to Kngland and elsewhere. Moreover, at an 
earlier or later period, a splendid supply of water could be obtained at a cost of Is. or Is. 6d. per thousand gallons, in liuu 
of 5s. per thousand gallons for impure water at present supplied to the town with more or less danger to the public health, 
by reason of the absence of proper filtration to prevent the existence of deleterious and organic matter and bacteria.

On tho proposed hue of railway, near Kais, and within 45 miles of Broken Hill, there exists a thick and dense bolt of 
timber well adapted for fuel purposes, of which a sufficient supply could he obtained to meet the wants of Broken Hill and 
the towns and villages arising between there and Menindie for a period of twenty years.

The importance of a good supply of fish as an aitielc of wholesome diet is beyond question. Fifteen tons and as many 
different kinds of fish could be landed at a cost only of 10s, per ton.

Considerably over 130,000 passengers were carried over the Silverton Tramway last year, Equally as great a number 
of journeys by railway would be made by the public of Broken Hill if the railway to Menindio tias constructed. A small 
expenditure at this lake would make it permanent. Tho desire and necessity for change of air and scene has been 
unmistakably evinced by the fact of the large number of passengers that have taken advantage of tho £1 excursion to 
Adelaide and back; and the great number of women aud children travelling has proved that the inconvenience of so long a 
journey is no deterrent in the carrying out of such desire. Daily and Saturday to Monday excursion tickets would become 
very popular, while, at the same time, by the issue of workmens’ tickets, trains being timed'to moot tho difiereut working- 
shifts, a large number of minei-s would Ine at a greater distance from the mines, mid some of the tradesmen of the town, 
through the issue of season tickets, would doubtless permanently reside at centres of population between Broken Hill and 
Menindie, travelling to aud fro daily.

The carriage of crude ores for treatment at or near Menindie, together with the return of the concentrates therefrom 
to Broken Hill, for smelting at other places, could he effected for fis. per ton ; 1,000 tons of ore could be transferred to the 
London boats for about 12s. per ton, and food-stuffs at a proportionately cheap rate. The distance from Broken Hill to 
Menindio is 62 miles : to Port Piric, 253 miles : and to L’ort Adelaide, 334 miles. The saving to tho companies and the 
public in the cost of carriage would amount to at least a quarter of a million sterling.

As is well known, South Australia has for some time been on the alert in reference to the suggested direct railway 
communication between Bioken Hill aud Sydney, and a few days si nee, at a meeting of the South Anstraliun Executive Council, 
it was decided that carbonate and lead-concentrates sliouid in futuie be carried at tlicsame rates as sulpliidcs, viz:—to Port 
Pirie. 9s. ; Port Augusta, 10s. ; and to Port Adelaide ami Dry Creek at 11s. Od.—just half the rates previously charged, 
which, of course, will gbe little or any profit, while much less rates would affotd a good profit to the Government of New 
South Wales if the proposed line of railway be constructed.

Your committee are of opinion that the construction of the proposed railway, as supplying tho missing link of connection 
between Broken Hill and Sydney, and New South Wales generally, will very much reduce tho cost of living .and vastly in
crease trade with all parts of New South Wales, and that it will settle a large population along the route of the railway, and 
lead to the establishment of many' small industries : that it will prove a very valuable reproductive work, giving the opportu
nity to every unemployed man in Broken Hill and many olhei parts of the Colony, spurred on by self-respect, to turn his 
industry into wealth and capital, as also afford employment to many men physically incapable of bard work. Moreover, 
that it will in many ways bring about a healthier and happier environment or surroundings for the people ; and, finally, that 
there exists no reason why aver one million and a half stoilin" in value per annum (and probably reaching two millions 
sterling for the current year) of the products and manufactures of Broken Hill should to so great an extent continue to lie 
carried by other than the railway's of New South Wales, or that tho vast financial benefit aouniing therefrom should pass 
into other than Our Own national exchequer.
3112. Ido you wish to submit any figures showing the position of the municipality ? Yes. Tor tho year 
ISfKi the annual value of ratable property is returned as £187,459, The capital value is estimated at 
£778,072. The rate of Is. in the £ on the annual value, less 10 per cent., yields £8,4(16. The total income 
for the present year is estimated at £21.392. Tho population is 20,584. Tho number of dwellings, 4,646. 
The figures for 1895 were as follows :—Annual value, £191,039 ; capiial value, £833,206; total income, 
£20,845 ; population, 18,581; number of houses, 4,616 ; amount of rate, £8,653.

Mr. Charles Elcy, Traffic Manager, Silverton Tramway Company (Limited), Lroken Hill, sworn, and
examined :—

Mr. C. Bley. 3113. Jl/r. Trichcit.~\ Are you Traffic Manager of the Silverton Tramway Company (Limited) ? Yes.
3114. Have you occupied that position for a long time ? Yes, ever since the tramway started running its 

2 Oct., 1806. own traffic.
3115. J presume tho object of your evidence is to show tho volume of the traffic which passes over tho 
Silverton Tramway on its way to South Australia ? Yes ; 1 presume you want the tonnage of the principal 
items.
3116. You are the manager of the Silverton Tramway, which runs from Cockburn, on the South Australian 
Border, to Broken Hill, a distance of 36 miles, and connecting with the South Australian railway ? Yes.
3117. Where is the company managed ? At Melbourne, by a local Board of Directors.
3118. Does the rolling-stock and everything else belong to the company ? Yes ; it has an interchange of
rolling-stock with South Australia, the trucks running over both lines. It partly consists of our own 
rolling-stock, and by arrangement will) tho South Australian Bail way Department there is a mutual use of 
rolling-stock. The gauge is 3 feet 6 inches, the same as the South Australian railway. 3119.
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3119. How long has your railway been constructed ? About nine years. _
3120. What quantity of traltic do you carry P For the year ending June, 189G, wc carried 232,309 Ions
of ore, 22.341 tons of bullion, 3,211 tons of wool, 13,676 tons of underground mining timber, 40,815 
tons of coke, 49,061 tons of coal. That is the inward and outward traffic. The ore, bullion, and wool are 
outward, tho timber, coke, and coal are inward traffic. I should like to point out that as far as tho 
bullion, coke, and tho greater portion of the coal are concerned, that will very shortly be a thing of the 
past, because it is well known that smelting at Broken Hill will within the nest six months be done away 
with. Therefore, the traffic in bullion, and coke will cease, and of course the traffic in coal will be 
greatly reduced. If they do not smelt here, the traffic in coal is bound to be reduced. _
3120j. Would there not be a considerable import of supplies, merchandise, and so on? Compared with 
the figures I have given, that would be scarcely ivorth talking about. _ _
3121. Is the tramway used for the dispatch of live stock to any extent? Ho, very little; there is 
occasionally a truck of pigs, a truck of rams or lambs in the season, but very few. I do not think wo 
have three trucks of live stock per week.
3122. What weight do your trucks carry ? Six and six and a half tons.
3123. How many trucks to a train ? Thirty-four outward, and thirty-one inward.
3124. Have you any figures with regard to the passenger traffic? 1 can get them. I have the passenger 
traffic to and from Sydney.' We book right through to Sydney, and Sydney books through to this place. 
During the year ending 30th dune, there were 132 passeugers from Sydney and 156 to Sydney, Most of 
these were excursionists and school-teachers who went away during the Christmas holidays,
3125. Then you cannot give us any idea as to the passenger traffic? I can get particulars as to the
passenger traffic, and I will supply the figures. _
3)26. Wdh regard to the tonnage on your tramway—is it a constant or fitful traffic? It is getting rather 
more fitful than it was. Of course, there are large quantities shipped away from the Australian Colonies 
altogether ; that depends on the shipping, ami the ore is not sent down until tho ships are ready. _
3127. To what extent has it heconto irregular ;—has it fallen off weekly or monthly? Day by day it falls 
oif. 1 can give the percentage of the ore treated in the Colony, and the quantity shipped away. _
3128. Where docs the bulk of the coke and coal come from ? The coal is from Newcastle. During tho 
strike a little came from Leigh's Creek. I believe the coke is generally G-erman.
3129. Docs an_v considerable quantity of colonial coke come here? I do not think so.
3130. At any time during your experience have yon ever been stuck up in your business by not being 
able to carry on the Broken Hill traffic ? Never ; wre have always been able to cope with the trade.
3131. What would you consider to be a good tonnage for a day’s work? It varies ; perhaps 1,200 tons— 
that includes the flux which we carry in from Tarrawingee. It is a single line.
3132. Do you keep a record of the bullion sent away by each mine? There is only one mine smelting now'.
3133. When they were smelting did you ? Yes ; but that ivould be going back a long time. At present, 
the Proprietary mine is the only one that is smelting locally.
3134. Do you state that in all probability, in a little while, the local smelting will cease? Yes, the 
smelting will be done away with so far as Broken Hill is concerned.
3135. Then there is very little probability of a large supply of coal or coke being required for Broken 
Hill ? Yes; they will not require coke except for assay purposes,
3130. Will not coal be required for engine or domestic purposes? Yes.
3137. How much coal comes for smelting purposes, and how much for other purposes ? The bulk of the 
coal used is for smelting.
3138. Then, as far as you are aware, there is no project to locally deal with these low-class ores ? No; 
from what I can learn the sulphide ore will have to be treated on the sea-hoard.
3139. Will it he taken away in its native state, or will it be concentrated? Some will bo taken away in 
its crude state, and low-grade ore will be cou'centrated.
3140. 'Will they not require fuel in order to do that ? Not a largo quantity, in proportion to what is 
required for smelting.
3141. Arc you clearly of opinion that tho ore wdll go to tho coal, rather than that the coal will bo brought 
to the ore? Most certainly.
3142. Does your tramway carry any of the firewood fuel which is used here ? Yes.
3143. To any great extent? No ; it conics just on this side of the border.
3144. Is that a permanent source of suppy? No; the woodcutters say it will not last more than six 
months.
3145. Has the Silverton Tramway Company been a continuously paying concern? Yes, a fairly good one.
3146. Havo yon a balance-sheet with you? No,
3147. Is there one at Broken Hill ? No : but I could get one from Melbourne.
3148. There is no doubt the company has been a successful one, and has paid good dividends ? Yes.
3149. What is the total tonnage tor tho year you have just referred to ? 361,413 Ions.
3150. Is that a considerable increase compared with a few years ago ? Yes ; but the increase is on the 
lowest paying traffic wc carry ; the increase is in the ore. Bullion aud everything else has gone down; ore 
is carried at a very cheap rate.
3151. You have only made up the statement to June of this year;—is that a fair average of the business 
done by the company ? Yes ; that is the actual business.
3152. But that is only for one year ? Ore is continually increasing ; that is the only item. With regard 
to all the other items it is a fair average.
3153. With regard to your future operations, would you mind telling the Committee if the company have 
entered into any negotiations with tho principal mines at Broken Hill as to the future carriage of goods ? 
1 believe they haie—I am told they have.
3154. Can you give us any particulars? The principal portion of the agreement is that all traffic going
io or from South Australia will luivo to go over our lino; hut, so far as any traffic is concerned from 
Broken Hill to Sydney, providing this Condohobn to Broken Hill line is built, the mines have a freehand 
to send that traffic to Sydney, So far as my company is concerned, we do not fear the construction of 
this railway. This is the reason why we have not tied the hands of the company in any way. If you 
build the proposed railway, and the companies wish to send the ore to Sydney by that railway, they 
can do so. - . .

3155.

Mr, 0. Hey. 

2 Oct., 1896.
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EJ?^ 3155. If this contract has been entered into, are you at liberty to state the rates ? I will tell you what
I believe are the rates. Coal, 3a. 3d., from the border to the mine; coice, (is.; timber, 6s.; bullion, 6s.; 2 Oct., 1896. ore^ 3s 3d
3156. Can you give us what it will cost to get to the port ? Ore, from the mine tc Port Pirie, will be 12s. 
3d. per ton from January; coal will be 17s., from the wharf to the mine; timber will be 32s. 4d., from 
the wharf to the mine; and coke, 29s. 4d.
3157. Is that on account of its bulk ? Yes; that will make a difference of 9d. per ton compared with 
what we charge on ore at present, and 4s. 8d. for coal. That is on the tramway, I think there is only a 
difference of Is. per ton with regard to the others,
3158. UVo have it in evidence that under your new arrangement it would cost to take coal from the South 
Australian wharfs to the mines 17s. per ton;—can you tell us authoritatively what the freight is for 
the coal from Newcastle or from Bull!, and the other southern mines, to the South Australian wharfs ? 
"We can buy it at Newcastle, and land it in trucks at Port Piric, for 13s. 3d. per ton.
3159. Then 13s. 3d. added to 17s. means that it will cost 30s. 3d. per ton for Newcastle coal, landed at 
Broken Hill? Yes ; there is not the slightest doubt about that.
3160. Is that under a contract with a coal company? It is a contract with the -Adelaide Steamship 
Company; they buy the coal, and they contract to deliver it in trucks at Port Pirie, and we contract with 
tho Adelaide Steamship Company at Port Pirie.
3161. Is there a contract for reduced freights with the mining companies for seven years from the 1st 
January, 1897 ? Yes.

1 3162. Is that with all the mines ? Yes, with every company of any consequence,
3163. Is that contract made? Yes, all have signed but one. That is what J have been told by a man who
knows. That is not the Proprietary Company.
3164. Is it one of the smaller mines? It will be signed, but for various reasons they held it over for a 
short time.
3165. It will not affect the carrying out of the contract ? No.
3166. With reference to what you stated with regard to the basis of this contract, is there any clause iu 
the contract which would compel these people to send their ore and get their coal, &c , over your tramway 
if a railway were constructed from here to Sydney ? Not that 1 am aware of.
3167. Is coke a very varying item ? Yes, as soon as they stop smelting here we shall have none at all.
3168. What quantity of ore is shipped ? Iforty-one per cent, of the concentrated and crude ore that leaves 
Broken. Hill is shipped either to England or the Continent.
3169. When the new process is started is that likely to continue? Yes, most certainly. "When the new pro
cess is started they will have to go into the open market, and the English and Continental people will, no 
doubt, compete with them for it, so 1 do not sec that it will make any difference.
3170. Then as far as you can see this new' patent, and their being able to get coal at a reasonable price at 
Illawarrn Lake, and smelting materials, and so on, is not likely to alter the present state of affairs ? 
I do not, think so,
3171. What leads you to that conclusion ?, The mines sell the ore in the open market, and if it pays the 
Continental and English people to buy it now ] do not see what is to prevent them buying it in future.
3172. Are not the freights for long distances very cheap ? Yes ; I daresay you could get ore shipped 
from Port Pirie to Swansea or the Continent ■Sor £1 per ton.
3173. Would you like to state what it is that has spurred on your company to enter into a contract of 
this kind at the present juncture ? Pressure from the mining companies.
3174. Has it nothing to do with this proposed railway? I can assure you honestly it has not. It is 
pressure by the companies.
3175. Do you really think that is the cause? I am as sure of it as that I am sitting here. There was no 
talk of sending the material to Sydney by railway. They were talking about trying to get an opposition 
line between here and Cockburn.
3176. Your contract is barely entered into now, and did not this agitation take place in March last ? We 
had a previous contract.
3177. Was your previous contract about to expire? It had not quite expired. I think it had a year or a
year and a half to go. 1
3178. Was the contract just about expiring, and therefore they eulered into a new one ? Yes.
3179. Have you any other figures that will be of use ? 1 can give the cost of forwarding ore from Broken 
Hill to Newcastle. 1 am informed on most reliable authority that ore can be sent from Broken Hill, and 
landed in the binns at Cockle Creek, Newcastle, for 17s. 7d. per ton. J can also give the rates for wool.
3180. Arc these fixed rates or variable rates ? They are fixed rates which have been in force since 1894.
The following is a list of the rates that prevail on the Silverton Company's line, they arc through rates in 
connection with the other lines:— ’
Ox and after 1st June, 1 $9f. or until further notice, the following reduced wool rates will he m force between Tarrawingee,

Broken Hill, and South Australian sea ports : —
At per ton of 2,240 lb.—

iirca5?!. Scoured.

Umhimpcil Dumped Utiilinnpcd* Dumped.

Tamiwingee In-- e. a. a. ft. d. s. d.
Port Pme...................................................................................................... 4.6 0 41 0 6J 0 51 0
Pori, Augusts* .......................................................................................... 4!> O 43 8 05 0 54 4
Tort Adelaide ......................... ..................................................................

Broken Hill to—
53 6 4/ 7 70 JO 59 2

Port Pirie...................................................................................................... 30 !) 32 r; 48 fi 40 '0
Port Auguotn .......  *................................................................................. 39 9 iid 2 52 G 43 10
Pori. Adelaide .................. ............... ......................................................... 44 3 39 1 58 4 48 8

The above rates include loading, unloading, sheeting, nnd shunting.
3181.
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3181. Ton have not entered into any fresh arrangement with regard to that traffic? ^o.
3182. la the wool export from here large ? iNo. 3,200 tone a year. It is not great compared with tho 
traffic by tho river.
3183. Whenever the river is available is it used for the wool traffic? Yes.
3184. Are yon getting any wool traffic now? A little.
3L85. As a railway manager, what is your experience with regard to wool—is it that when the river is 
navigable, that traffic never comes to the railway ? My experience is that when the river is up the wool 
goes that way, and cut what rates you will—except you reduce them ridiculously low so that they will not 
pay—you never get the wool. '
3186. With a constantly running railway, with a certainty of transit, with no possibility of being stuck 
up, do you not think that people would get into the way of nsing the railway in preference to the river 
for wool traffic ? Certainly not. Even now, 1 believe that wool comes down the river from Bourke instead 
of going by the Bourke railway.
3187. Chairman.'] What is the cost of freight from Menindie io Port Yietor? Mr. Howell was interested 
in some meat works at Menindie, and he told me that he shipped his tallow from Menindie by the river to 
Murray Bridge, and it was trucked from there to Port Adelaide for £1 per ton.
3188. Would that be cheaper than to Port Victor? I do not think so. In going down to Port Victor 
you land the stuff on a railway which takes it to Port Victor which is only a short distance away. When 
it goes the other way it goes straight to Port Adelaide right to the ship’s side.
3189. Would Port Victor be a cheaper way to ship than via Murray Bridge to Adelaide ? I do not think 
there would bo much difference. In sending stuff' to Port Victor you would have to land it on a railway, 
and then it is trucked a short distance to Victor harbour.
3190. Do you think £1 a ton is the rain from Menindie to Port Adelaide P Yes.
3191. If that stuff came in from Menindie to this place, what would it cost to get [down this way to Port 
Pirie ? 2os. Id.
3192. Is that tho present rate for tallow ? Yes.
3193. What is it for ore ? 12s. 3d.
3194. Do you believe that ore would cost £1 from Menindie to Port Victor ? I think so.
319;j. Your price here is 12s, 3d., tallow from Menindie to Port Victor would cost £1, tallow from here 
to Port Victor would be 25s. Id. ? Yes.
3196. What would be the cost of transhipment from broad-gauge to narrow-gauge? One shilling 
per ton.
3197. 'What are the grades from Broken Hill to Cockburn P One in eighty ; that is the ruling grade.
3198. What is your sharpest curve? One in fifteen on the main lino.
3199. Mr. Triekett.] Did you start this as a surface railway ? Ho. _
3200. Was it ballasted at all times ? Yes.
3201. Your line from Broken Hill to the Border is a ballasted line ? Yes, it averages 8 inches of ballast 
under the sleepers, and in addition they arc boxed up,
3202. How far apart ore the sleepers ? About 3 feet.
3203. How does the country" between here and tho Border compare with the country between here and 
Menindie ? It is very similar country from what I have seen of'it.
3204. That being so, do you think a surface railway might be constructed between bore and Menindie with 
the earth scooped up about 6 inches? I would not like to try it in wet weather. The sleepers would sink 
in the mud ; a teamster cannot go off the track here in wet weather, because bis wheels would sink up to 
the axle.

95-•N

Mr. C. Eley, 

2 Oct., 1806.

3205. You think there should bn some ballast on the line ? Most certainly.
3206. Chairman.] Is there ever any trouble with your line ? No : we started with it as a ballasted line.
3207. Mr. TrickeU^] Was that the result of experience on the South Australian railways ? I believe so, 
but 1 cannot say exactly.
3208. What did your line cost per mile ? Speaking from memory about £3,000.
3209. At what rate do you travel P The average rate is about 20 miles; but I have travelled 40 miles an
hour on the line. '
3210. If a railway train bad to travel only about 15 miles per hour, do you think it would be necessary 
to have the lino ballasted ? The same thing would apply. In wet weather you could not run over the 
country.
3211. When your line was constructed was the rate of wages higher than at present ? Just about the same.
3212. Chairman^] Is your grade 1 in 80 both ways? Yes, that is the ruling grade ; hut it is a much 
longer grade coming from Cockburn than going away.
3213. Could you, without incurring very great expense, cut down the grade to 1 in 100? Yes.
3214. Is it only a matter of expense ? Yes ; aud not heavy expense.
3215. With your present 1 in 80 grade could you make a stronger line and widen it to 4 ft. 8 m,? Yes ; 
J think everything is strong enough at present.
3216. Would many buildings have to be moved back? None, 1 think.
3217. Do you think you could carry it right through ? Yes.
3218. Therefore, do you think that at a slight expense, and with very little extra work, you could put 
down as good a line on (he Silver!on tramway as would be made by the New South Wales Government 
to connect Sydney with Broken Hill ? Yes.
3219. What is the ruling grade from here to Port Pirie ? 1 in 60 is their steepest grade, that is, towards 
Petersburg.
3220. Could that be cut out ? Very easily ; I am not quite sure that they are not going to do that now.
3221. Is that from Cockburn to Port Pirie? Yes ; 1 believe they could get a grade of 1 in 100 down to
Port Piric. -
3222. Therefore the South Australian Government could have a 4-ft. SI-in, gauge railway from Cockburn 
to Port Pirie without any great expense ? Yes.
3223. What is the distance from Broken Hill to Cockburn ? Thirty-five miles.
3224. What is the distance from Cockburn to Port Pirie ? 218 miles.
3225. The charge for that is 9s. per ton ? Yes.
3226. That is id.,per ton per mile ? Yes.

3227.
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Mr, C. Eloy. 3227. Therefore you arc receiving twice as much per mile for doing the same work as the South Australian 
2^o'T"'f896 ^ovcrnmel1*' ^oes ? ^es,but they have a longer distance, aud therefore the traffic can he carried more cheaply. 

■ e ■> - 3228. What is to prevent you if you are busy from doing it for the same money? Nothing; we would do
it; if we had to cut we would cut.
3229. Does it pay South Australia to do the work for -a’d. per mile ? Yes, T know it does.
3230. Do I understand that according to this agreement all ore going east can go as the companies see fit, 
while all ore going west must use your tramway for seven years ? Yes.
3231. Therefore, if New South Wales made a tramway from Broken Hill to Cockburn, the companies 
could not use it ? That is the case.
3232. What is the penalty ? ] cannot say.
3233. Mr. Triekett.] Did not the South Australian Government first lay down their railway to the border
with little or no ballast, nnd did they not have to expend a large sum of money in increasing the stability 
of the line or improving it when the traffic increased ? Yes. "
3234. When they came to increase the speed and when the tonnage increased, had they to improve the 
carrying character of the line? Yes; they spent thousands of pounds in improving it.
3235. Mr. JIassall.] In the event of your company being able to reduce the grade from here to Cockburn 
so as to make it 1 in 100, would you be able to carry ore at a cheaper rate and still make money out of 
the transaction ? Most decidedly, because we could increase our load.
323G. So that in the event of coming into competition with a railway that may be constructed across the 
country from Coudobolin to Hroken Hill, do you thmk your company and also the South Australian 
Railway Department would bo able to reduce the rates now charged ? I do, most decidedly.
3237. Say the cost of conveyance of ore to Port Piric is 12s. 3d. per ton,—what percentage do you think 
could be knocked off that charge, taking the whole distance? Jt depends upon tho load ; perhaps 10 per 
cent., but not more.
3238. In the event of the grades being reduced, there is no doubt that a reduction could he made ? 
Certainly; you could carry a much heavier load to make up for it.

Mr. Lewis Oswald, general mercantile agent and sharebroker, Broken Hill, sworn, and examined;—
Mr. 3239. Mr. Fegan.'] What is your occupation ? G-eueral mercantile agent and sharebroker.

L. Oswald. 3240. How long have you been here ? A little over eight years.
2 cTr'isOG ^ave J011 a thorough knowledge of the requirements of Broken Hill ? Yes.

c ’’ ‘ 3242. I suppose you have been to the markets of Melbourne, Adelaide, and Sydney ? I cannot say I
have been there, But I have been acting as agent with those markets.
3243. Can you tell the Committee what is the freight on any line for general goods from Sydney to Broken 
Hill? There is a fairly heavy line, well packed, easily handled—I refer to candles. There is a large 
consumption of them in the mines,—20,000 boxes of them are used iu the mines, not counting the houses ; 
a box contains 25 lb. weight. 1 represent the largest New South Wales manufacturer, which is with 
the Sydney Soap and Candle Company. In competing, J have to compete against foreign goods, also tho 
Adelaide goods. 1 find in getting my candles round by water to Port Pirie thence by the Soutli Austra
lian and Silverton tramway my freight compared with that of Adelaide is 50 per cent, higher, for instance 
they can land candles here from Adelaide at under ^d. per lb. Prom Sydney it cost me a fraction under 
Id. per lb. Of course the only way which 1 am able to do it iq there is a protective duty on candles. Prom 
what I can learn the freight from Port Pirie to Cockburn on goods coming into the country is greater 
pro rata than is charged on goods sent from Adelaide by rail to Cockburn. Of course the goods coining 
by way of Port Pirie come from outside colonies Tho Adelaide merchants do not ship from Adelaide to 
Port Piric, and thence by train, they send their goo'ds direct from Adelaide to Broken Hill. 1 found that 
in several lines, such as wines and spirits, wo could not compete here at all with South Australia, and I 
found that in various other mercantile linos that I had agencies for, wc could not compote unless we had 
a protective duty. The excessive freight by water, and thence by rail, quite crippled the business.
3244. How do you mean you could not compete, is that iu selling ? Yes, I moan that my invoice price 
for the same class of goods had to be considerably lower in the Adelaide prices to give me a chance of 
competing with them owing to the excessive rates I had to nay.
3245. Can you buy candles more cheaply in Adelaide than in Sydney ? No, they arc invoiced on the trucks 
at about the same price as f.o.b. in Sydney.
3243. Then as far as prices are concerned there is no difterence? No, perilapa my prices from Sydney 
are a little bit bettor.
3247. Therefore the consequence is that the people in Adelaide seem to have this particular trade? They 
have 90 per cent, of it. My own idea is that they have 90 per cent, of the general trade of the town,
3248. Chiefly on account of the freight and the distance ? Yes.
3249. If a line were constructed from Condobolin to Broken Hill that would not make it any better ? It 
would depend on how the freight across the country would compare with tho freight by sea aud thence by 
railway afterwards. I may state that to get a line like candles from Sydney and landed here in the 
cheapest possible way it costs £0 per ton, that is taking a fair class of goods, because they arc handy and 
packed into as small a space as possible.
3250. Does not the length of time in transit make any difference ? Yes; from the day goods are 
ordered to the day yon receive them is never less tiian three weeks, and. it generally extends over a month 
when you order them from Sydney. If you order them from Adelaide you got them up within a week.
3251. Do 3’ou find any difficulty in getting Sydney goods from Adelaide to Broken Hill ? 1 always get 
them from Port Pirie.
3252. Do you find any difficulty there ? I never have any difficulty.
3253. Prom the time they reached Port Pirie till they reach Broken Hill is there much delay ? I
cannot tell how long the goods are kept at Port Pirie. *
3254. If you have a consignment of goods will you not be advised when they reach Port Pirie ? No ; 
only when they reach Sydney. I never hear anything more of them until my carrier advises me they are 
at the goods station.
3255. Have you over had complaints that Sydney goods are kept back, and that Adelaide goods get 
quicker dispatch ? No,

3250.
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■32GG. Do you regard £6 per ton as a fair freight from Sydney to Broken'IIill? iXo ; but that is what it 
costs. _
3257. Is that the cheapest carriage possible? Yes; and by gefting goods in large consignments—some 
hundreds of boxes at a time. If I only got a small consignment it would run into something like £8 10s. 

_per ton.
3258. So that a small trader could not deal directly with the port of Sydney ? !No.
3259. If £2 were added to small consignments, would it make it impossible for small traders to deal with 
Sydney ? Yes ; I. have to get truck loads carrying 6 tons.
32G0. I understood you to say that you get 20,000 boxes of candles yearly ? No ; that is the total 
quantity used in the town.
3261. Does that mean that £1,338 per annum are paid for candles alone from Sydney? Yo ; the total 
consumption of candles at Broken Hill is 20,000 boxes per annum. The largest proportion of those comes 
from Adelaide ; they arc cut contract prices for the mines. 1 should say we get about 5,000 boxes of candles 
from Sydney in the year.
3262. What is the difference in the price'of Adelaide candies as compared with Sydney prices ? When 
you quote prices you have to take into consideration the quality. The Adelaide candle of the same quality 
as the Sydney candle is sold at about the same price for local consumption ; but on the mines it is some
what lower than the Sydney price, owing to the very large consumption. It is a cut price.
3203. You buy a large number of your candles, I understand, at Adelaide ; what does the freight amount 
to from Adelaide to Broken Hill? I think it is a very slight fraction under l$d. per lb., landed here. 
This is invoiced f.o.b. on board trucks at Adelaide. I think it is the one-sixteenth of a penny under the id.
3264, That is £4 13s. 4d. per ton? I know that is the price, although I never had them myself. 
I have seen the storekeeper's invoices, where the merchant got the freight as low as possible by sending a 
truck-load and dividing the lot between his various customers, and charging them pro rata for their share 
of the truck. It means about id. per lb.
3265. Then you get the freight from Sydney to Adelaide at £1 6s. Sd., and what is it from Adelaide to
Broken Hill? 15s. to 17s. 6d., per ton, is the rate 1 pay from Yewcastle to Port Piric. It used to be 
15s. per ton then. They go by cubic measurement. ’
3206. Do you get any other line of goods from Sydney ? Yes ; biscuits, wines, and spirits. The biscuits 
come at a very much heavier rate ; the freight from Sydney is nearly ltd. per lb. I was agent for Haek- 
sliall & Co. Biscuits are very light goods, and occupy considerable space; that is one of the heaviest 
freights charged on the railway. Por bulk liquor the freight comes to something like Is. 6d. per gallon. 
With regard to all the goods that come to Broken Hill for consumption, comparing Sydney prices with 
tho cheapest water carriage, ami then the charge from Port Pirie here, it is nearly 50 per cent, in excess of 
the charges for freight from Adelaide direct.
3267. Is that arrived at by comparing the distance? Ho; that is tho absolute cost. The Port Pirie 
charges run up our expenses on account of the wharfage, carriage, handling, and transhipment.
3268. Would it be any benefit to the people of Broken Hill if the proposed line were constructed? If 
the freights were reasonable, the Sydney merchants would be able to compote in their own Colony a great 
deal better than they do at present, which would naturally bo beneficial to the inhabitanls here.
3269. Do you simply know the freight from Port Pirie to Broken Hill and from Adelaide to Broken 
Hill ? I can give you the freight on one line. From Port Pirie to Cockburn, it is 57s. or 58s. per ton. 
T think it is Ss. or 9s. per ton from Cockburn here.
3270. So that considering the distance, the freight is excessive on the tramway ? Yes, very excessive.
3271. Have the people here ever pointed that out to the directors ? I cannot say.
3272. Can you tell us the reason why the people of Broken Hill asked for the proposed railway ? I 
think the great reason is that they recognise that they are under the Government of New South Wales ; 
but they are absolutely banished you may say from the capital of (he country they belong to. I 
think that if there were a lino that would come into competition with the line now in use we should get 
goods carried and passenger fares at something like a reasonable rate, instead of what they are at 
present.
3273. In other words, if the Government of New South Wales constructed that line, you would use it for 
no other purpose than to obtain a reduction in the freight charges from Broken Hill to Adelaide ? That 
does not follow.
3274. Or if a lino were made from Broken Hill to Coudobolin you would use that line if it were the 
cheaper line, but not otherwise ? I could not be expected otherwise.
3275. That is to say, you would use the Now South Wales Government to force the Government of South 
A ustralia and the tramway company to reduce their freights? We would go on the common business 
view, that if competition came freights would have to bo reduced. We also look at it in this way—if we 
want to go to Sydney vve have to travel through two other colonies to get there ; the return faro first-class, 
costs £13. By excursion rates last year it was £10 10s. first-class return to Sydney.
3276. What would be the steamboat fare from Port Pirie to Sydney ? ITo passenger steamers run there. 
Prom Adelaide to Sydney it used to bo from £4 to £4 10s.; but since the West Australian business 
increased so much the return fare is £5 10s. The fare from here to Adelaide is £4 18s. first-class return.
3277. Do you know the country between Broken Hill and Menindie ? Yes, very well.
3278. If a line were constructed there do you think it would be the means of promoting settlement 
between here and Menindie ? Yes; it would certainly open up the country to a certain extent, but I 
should not like to say to what extent.
3279. Do you think anyone would go out there and build villas or residences? No.
3280. Do yon think they are better off at Broken Hill ? Yes.
3281. Is not the rate of £6 per ton for candles about the highest ? No.
3282. Is not hardware about £3 per ton? Yes; that is for heavy stuff, but I am speaking of general 
merchandise,
3283. Mr. Triekett.] Is there not a certain class of goods you can have carried for less than £G per ton ? 
£6 per 1on is the whole freight from Sydney, including charges and everything,
3284. Would bulkier goods cost more ? Yes ; biscuits cost 50 per cent, more than candles. I think that 
you will find that the railway freight is £3 15s. per ton, absolutely for a distance of 253 miles.
3285. Mr. MassalL] Have vou any knowledge of special truck rates to Bourke? No.
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32S6. The special truck rate to Bourke, a distance of 503 miles, is £41 for a (3-ton truck, which, of course, 
give a rate of £6 IGs. Sd. per ton. Tho Commissioners say that, if the same rate is applied t o Broken Hill, 
owing to the distance that would have to bo traversed, the charge would he £9 Ss. Ijd, per ton, and we 
are told that is the lowest possible rate at which they can convey goods ; would you jnitronise a railway 
if such a charge were made ? Certainly not.
•1287. Then, if the railway were constructed, as far as vour business is concerned, vou would not look at" 
the proposed railway, hut use the other line ? Tea. ' '

Mr. Charles Isaac, auctioneer and agent, Broken Hill, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. C. leanc. 3288. Chairman.] "What is your occupation ? An auctioneer and agent,
2/'!7T''"ifiQs ^r' flow long have you been in the district? I have been at Broken Hill eight years.

c •> ■ I was at Wilcannia four years. I was trading on the Barling River eleven years. My knowledge of the
district extends over twenty-five years. ^
3290. Have you a good knowledge of the country over which the proposed railway will pass? Yes; I
have driven over it many times. My first trip was from Uubbo. "When the railway was extended there 
1 drove from Dubbo to Walgctl. I'Vom Wulgett I came down to Brewarrina, and followed the Barling 
as far as Bourke, from there to Pooncarie, and through Booligal to Hay.
3291. ̂ Bo you know the country between Broken Hill and Condobolin tia Menindie ? Yes; but I have 
not visited Condobolin.
3292. Bo you know the country between Euabalong and Broken Hill ? Yes, it is very good pastoral
country ; 1 could not speak with regard to its capacity for anything else. I am speaking from general 
experience in dry weather and wet weather. ‘ "
3293. What is its carrying capacity ? I could not sav per acre.
3294. Bo you think the country suitable for any other kind of occupation than pastoral? Certainly, if 
means for a water supply were found.
3295. Bo you know that it is practically a dry country ? Yes.
329G. Bo you know that the water supply between the Willandra Billabong and the Barling at Menindie 
is practically an artificial water supply ? It is very uncertain,

?011 know that is also tho case with reference to the water supply between Menindie and Broken 
Hill ? Yes, it is very uncertain.
3298, Is it good holding ground for tanks ? Yes, but it is all subject to evaporation and soakage.
3299. Is it not a very dry climate? Yes. "
8300. Would not the tanks have to he very large, in order to withstand the drought? Yes, hut recently 
many station-holders have made excellent provision for carrying stock, hut in other portions of the country 
I admit the water supply is very uncertain.
3301. Are not the pastoral properties between Broken Hill and Euabalong all held in large areas? Yes, 
most of them, but a good many homestead leases have been taken up lately.
3302. Bo yoti know under what control these properties are—private individuals or hanking institutions? 
I know for nine months out ot the twelve the owners used to reside on those properties.
3303. Do you think that those properties, as now held, are in a position to carry on works for water con
servation to enable them to withstand tho drought ? Yes, undoubtedly. "

■ 3304. Bo you think a man of small means, such as a homestead lessee, would be in a position to do so ?
He could only do so on a small scale.
3305. If a man had means to carry out the improvements absolutely necessary to occupy a dry country 
like that, would he not have enough money behind him to engage in some other occupation which would 
he a little more comfortable ? Yes.
3309. Have you any knowledge of the traffic along the river? Yes, a great deal.
3307. Can you tell me what proportion of the country which would be traversed bv the railway line would 
send produce down the river ? I have never visited Condobolin, but there are very large properties about 
Hillstnn which now send there wool to Hay. They have to do so, because it is the nearest point where

. they can with certainty send it to market, but there are various other properties between Ivanhoe and 
. Menindie, which would in all probability use the river as a means of conveyance,

3308. Is it not a fact that most of the woolsheds are situated along the river ? Yot on the hi" stations
Only in the case of the river stations. 3 ’
3309. Bo not the river stations run a long nay hack? Ye.s, "Were the river navigable, which it is not 
all the year round, there is not tho slightest reasonable chance that the wool would be sent by rail, but it 
is very unceitain, and the pastoralist might have his wool kept on tho bank of the river for two years. If 
a railway were running near these properties the proprietors would make use of it in order to avoid the 
uncertainly. Undoubtedly a large proportion of the stations would use the railway. I believe they would 
even pay two or three pounds a ton extra. If the river were falling rapidly they would prefer to pay the 
railway freight. As locking the river is a thing of tho past they would utilise the railway.
3310. How many times have you known the river to be unuavigable for any length oi’ time ? I have 
known it to be so between eight and ten months, and for a portion of the time that was the case as far as 
AY entworth.
3311. Has the river been frequently in that state of late years? Buring the last four or five years there
has been more water in the river than there has been since 1873. ’
3312. Is there likely' to he any traffic in stock on the proposed line of railway? There is a great deal of 
travelling stock, hut that all depends on the seasons. The rain Tieing so partial the travelling of live stock 
to market is very uncertain, hut a lot of stock starts from tho Queensland boundary at Thargomindah and 
goes to Bourke. A great deal of the stock instead of going to a point where they can strike the railway 
come here and go down to Adelaide. Undoubtedly if there were a railway on the proposed route more 
stock would go that way than does at present. "
831-3. Would you advocate the construction of this railway p. That is rather hard for me to answer. I 
would advocate the railway not as an immediate source of revenue, but as an ultimate one. On the route 
of this proposed railway you strike a number of stations of whoso existence people are unaware. The 
traffic would be very large irrespective of the number of mines opened lately at Broken Hill for the treat
ment of silver ore. The traffic on the proposed route would be very great. ”

3314.
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331.4. Do you think there would he much passenger Imlfic ? On several occasions I have had to go to Mr- 0- Isaac. 
Sydney, and I have had to travel right across from Ivanhoe to llav, and on some occasions I have had to 
travel to Bourke. ' _ . ’ ^ '
3315. Have you any idea whether this line will be used for the conveyance of ore from Broken Hill ?
That will depend entirely upon the rales charged. For one mine that was working a short time ago there 
are at present from fifteen to twenty ; if these companies could get a marketable price for the ore, something 
that would pay them for their labour, there is no doubt the ore would go by the railway.
331(5. Under al) circumstances would it not go by the cheapest route ? Undoubtedly if there were two 
meanfc of communication the cheaper would get the traffic.
3317, "Would not an increase in the carrying capacity of the country which was spoken about mean more 
expenditure than it is worth !J That may be the case, but 1 maintain that notwithstanding all the evidence 
that has been given about smelting operations at Broken Hill ceasing in tho near future, the increase in 
the amount of ore produced which will find its way to other smelting works will he sufficient to counter
balance the diminution in the supply of coal and coke. The quest ion of freight, of course arises again,
3318. Do you look upon the country between Broken Hill and Condobolin, leaving Broken Hill itself 
out of the question, as being likely to be able to contribute sufficierit traffic to su])port a railway ? tI 
undoubtedly think that tho stations lying ou both sides of the proposed railway would send ihcir wool by 
it if they were charged anything like a reasonable rate instead of allowing it to lie on the river bank for 
an indefinite period.

Mr. Alexander Stewart, General Manager, Broken Hill Proprielary Company, Broken Hill, sworn,
and examined:—

3319. ChairmanJ] What is your occupation ? Manager of the Broken Hill Proprietary Company.
33201 How long have you been manager? About two years. _
3321. What number of men are employed in your mine ? About 3,000 at the present time.
3322. Are you aware how many men are employed on the Broken Hill field at tho present time? 
cannot give much information on Hat point. T can merely give a rough estimate. 1 should say that 
there are about 4,500 employed on the mines altogether.
3323. In addition lo the 4,500 men employed in the mines how many are employed incidentally, for
instance wood-carters and so on? That is very difficult to estimate ; there might be 500. _
3324. Therefore 5.000 would cover the total number of men employed in tho mines in this district. Of
that number hew many are connected with the Proprietary Company ? About 3,300. _
3325. Out of a total of 5,000 men employed the Proprietary Mine employs 3,300, and of minors alone 
the Proprietary Mine employs 3,000 out of a total of 4,500 ? Fes ; and iu these figures I include the men 
employed by tho Tarrawingee Flux Company.
3326. That is the total number employed on the field ? Yes,
3327. Can you state approximately what amount of ore you have produced per month during the last two 
years ? To retdy to that question 1 shall have to refer to documents.
3328. Do you know your yearly output? Jt has varied very much during the past two years. H did run 
about 300,000 tons per half year formerly, but that has been reduced very much during the last two years.
3329. What do you think it is reasonable to suppose the Proprietary Company will put out yearly in the 
shape of ore during the next twelve months? About 6,000 tons or 7,000 tons per week, or (say) 320,000 
tons next year.
3330. How much do you think 3-ou will produce after that? That depends upon a great many circum
stances, such as markets, and so on.
3331. Is it reasonable to suppose from your present information that the output is likely to keep up to 
that figure for a number of years ? Yes ; the mine can do it.
3332. Arc you of opinion that the mine can keep on the same grade of ore for a number of years to 
come? Yes.
3333. Is it a question of competition, the price of silver, and other matters that cannot be calculated ? Yes.
3334. But iu all human probability that output would be kept up for a number of years ? Yes.
3335. Outside the Broprieta.ry Mine, what amount of ore do you think it reasonable to suppose will bo 
raised during tlie next twelve mouths ? J have not the remotest idea; however,! think it will be quite 
easy to obtain that information from the other mines.
3330. Can you say anything about the life of the Proprietary Mine at the present rate of oulput ? No.
3337. Except that il will last a great number of years? Yes : it will last a great number of years as far 
as we can tell. Of course, the life of Hie mine depends on a, number of things.
3338. Will you sny that it will last twenty years ? I should not like to mention the term of years at all.
3339. Docs it look perfectly stable and wholesome as far as you can see? We have published figures 
recently for our shareholders, and I can give you a copy of those figures,
3340. You have told us that the Proprietary Mine employs t-i,000 men, and that outside mines employ 
1,500 —is it reasonable to infer that if your return from the employment of 3,000 miners is 350,000 tons 
of ore per annum that returned from tho other 1,500 miners will he half that amount of ore? No. .
3341. Would it be loss or more? Tt would be more, because included in the 3,000 men whom we employ, 
there is a number of men occupied in tho treatment of ores. In those mines where the total number of 
men is occupied in tlio extraction of ore, man for man it, must mean a greater output. Out of the 3,000 
men employed by our company, there may be 1,000 employed directly in the extraction of ore, and in 
those mines where they do not treat the ore at all on the spot, the number of men employed by them 
should be compared with 1,600 out, of 3,00it,
3342. Is it reasonable to suppose, therefore, that under present conditions the output from tho Broken- 
Hill field will he 700,003 tons per year, that is double the quantity produced by the Proprietary Mine? 
No ; that supposition would not be altogether reasonable.
3343. Wliat would be a reasonable inference as to the total out,pul. ? You must reduce it again nnd get 
tho proportionate number engaged in underground mining, and thou take them man for man.
3344. What is the amount of ore that could be got altogether from the mine? 1 cannot say ; I have no 
definite knowledge on that point.
3345. There is no doubt that more than 350,000 tons of ore per annum could be produced ? I think if
forced the Proprietary Mine could produce 500,000 tons of ore per annum. J. do not know that it is 
advisable to do that at any time, but it could bo done. 3346,

Mr.
A. Stewart.
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334G. In bringing about a saleable product from the mine coal and ore are used; in that production is 
there more coal required than ore ? As a whole in treating a ton of ore I do not think the difterence is 
very much. I would not like to state it definitely. I should be glad to look it up. In considering the 
ore as it comes from the mine 1 do not think there would be much difterence.
3347. ]f we have been informed that it will take 3 tons of coal to deal with 1 ton of ore, do you believe 
that is not quite a correct statement? It depends upon how you deal with the ore.
3348. A\Then we were examining hlr. Howell he gave the following evidence:—

The present output would increase considerably if there were direct communication with the seaboard of Now South 
Wales ? Yes. You are masters of the situation here, ’because you have cheap fuel which is the greatest of all considerations 
in the treatment of sulphide ores. Without cheap fuel you cannot work profitably a majority of the Broken Hill sulphide 
ores. Including coal for tho manufacture of coke it takes about SJ, tons of coal to treat i ton of su Iphide ore; and coal 
costs delivered at Broken Hill aliout 3os. a ton, whereas the ore can be brought down for much less.
'What do you think of that statement ? I could not express an opinion upon it, unless I knew how the 
ore was to be treated. If Mr. Howell has made that statement he has in his mind some different 
method of treating the ore to what I have. Unless you can explain to me the details of the treatment 
of the ore I cannot express an opinion upon it. If yon extract ore to export it at the nearest sea port you 
only require coal to take the ore out of the mine. i _ .
3349. We have a definite statement that the majority of tho ore to be raised at Broken Hill in future will
be sulphide oro;—is that correct? Yes. _
3350. The next point is this—it takes about 31- ton of coal to treat 1 ton of sulphide oreis that correct ? 
That depends altogether upon how the ore is to be treated, and to what extent it is to be treated.
3351. Do you think, taking mining operations on the whole, that more coal will be required iu the process 
than ore upon which the coal is used? Do you mean the ore as it comes from the mine.
3352. As you are likely to work your enterprise? 1 should say that in taking the ore as it comes from
the mine there should be very little difference weight for weight. _
3353. Is it your contention, speaking from your present standpoint, that it is immaterial to the Proprietary 
Mine whether the ores go to the coal, or nice versa ? What Tmaintain is that it is practically immaterial 
to the Proprietary Company whether the lead products of the ore go to the coal, or tho coal is brought 
to the ore. If you deal with the zinc product you must take it to cheaper coal than you can possibly get 
here, but those two products, the lead and the zinc, can, and will be separated at the mines.
3354. You have told us that 350,000 tous per annum will in all probability bo raised from your mine, do 
you desire us to understand that such a process is likely to be carried out with regard to the 350,000 tons 
of ore as will necessitate the use of 350,000 tons of coal ? Yes, certainly.
3355. Will it necessitate the use of more than that ? That is where tho difficulty comes in ; I can tell you
to a ton if you separate the zinc from the lead. _
3350. Bv the time you have ceased your operations and you have dealt with your ore, have you used a 
greater weight of coal than of ore? I would require to make it up specially ; I never have made it up. 
We have adopted the method of dividing the ore at the miue into a silver and lead product, making up 
an average of 1 ton of coal to 1 ton of ore.
3357. Will you let us have tho figures later on ? Yes. . _
3358. We have not yet decided the question whether the coal is coming to Broken Hill or the ore is
going from Broken Hill to the coal;—from your standpoint is that question in abeyance at present? Yes. 

.3359. It does not pay you rto lose the zinc product? j\s a matter of fact, we have not recovered any 
zinc up to date. _
3300. Does it pay you to lose it? Not if you can recover it at a profit. Wc do expect to recover it at a 
profit, and it is in ihc treatment of zinc that coal is required.
3301. Then Mr. Howell’s statement is correct? I cannot say, but no doubt that is what he had iu bis
mind at the time he made that statement. '
3302. If the companies determined to recover tho zinc product, would it not become necessary to make 
use of more coal than ore ? Yes.
3363. Are not the large establishments on the eastern coast being erected for the special purpose of 
obtaining the zinc product? Yes.
3304. Is a silver mine likely to pay better if all the products arc obtained ? Yes.
3365. Is it reasonable to infer that the zinc will be,saved, and that a large amount of coal will be used, 
and that the ore will go to the coal ? Yes ; There is one point, however, which comes in. If after you 
got the ore extracted from the mine, you can separate your lead product from your zinc product, it is 
reasonable to suppose that the zinc product will go to tho coal; but it does not necessarily follow that 
the lead product will go to the coal.
3300. Then it is a question whether it is better to separate those products before you send away the ore ? 
Yes. , _
3307. At present the products under consideration go by way of Cockburn and Port Pirie ? Yes.
3308. Do you know what it costs you to get to Sydney ? We have never sent any ore there.
3309. What does it cost you to get coal? I cannot say definitely, because we contract to get tho coal 
at Port Pirie for 13s. 3d. per ton.
3370. What does it cost to get the coal from Port Pirie here? About 14s. lid. per ton on the South 
Australian railway, and 4s. Sd, per ton on the Silverton tramway.
3371. Are those the present rates ? Yes, I think they are ; but I will give you the exact figures.
3372. Do you believe that 19s. 7d. is the total freight from Port Pirie? Yes.
3373. We know that 5s. or Gs. Gd. is the freight by sea, so that makes a total freight of 25s. Id. ? Yes.
3374. So that to get a ton of your product from your mine to the eastern seaboard would cost 25s. Id. ? 
No, a ton of product will cost double.
3375. Do vou add the price of your product on to that? No : that is for coal only.
3370. What is the freight for your product? I do not carry the figures in my head. I think the 
present freight on the Silverton tramway is 9s. 9d. for bullion, and 4s. for ore. I think it is 11s. lOd. 
on the South Australian railway, that is, 15s. 10d. for ore.
3377. Adding 5s. Gd. on to that for sea carriage, that will be 21s, 4d. for sending the ore to the eastern 
seaboard ;—is that the rate you are paying ? We are not actually paying that. 1 do not know whether 
or not we can get those freights by sea. We have not sent any ore at all.
3378. Are you sure about 15s. 10d. per ton ? I am almost certain.

3379.
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3379. Then, if it would cost 5s. 6d. for sea carriage, the cost would be 21s. 4d. ? Tes.
3330. Then, if the proposed railway would carry the material for 21s. 4d, per ton to wherever tho coal is, 
the probability is you would send it by that railway ? At any rate there would not be any loss in 
sending it.
3381. We have a pamphlet banded in by the Mayor of Broken Hill, in which it is pointed out that 
there is to bo a rate charged of 9s. per ton from the Border to Port Pirie, and the manager of tho 
Silverton Tramway Company has told us that 3s. 3d. per ton will be the cost from Broken Hill to 
Cockburn, so that will give a freight lo the seaboard of 12s. 3d ;—do you know anything about that ? 
Hot officially. I have heard that there are such proposals in view, but I have not been advised officially, 
and cannot say whether that has been carried out.
3382. Have you any reason to doubt that it will be carried out? I have very little reason to doubt it; 
as a matter of fact, we have a rate of 9s. per ton for sulphide ore only.
3383. That is your principal product ? Ho; at present it is oxidised ore.
3384. It is said that ■carbonate ore will be carried at the same rate as sulphide ore ;—do you doubt that 
that will be so ? I think it will be to the interests of the South Australian Kailway Department to grant 
that rate.
3385. - Therefore, instead of taking the freight at 21s. 4d. per ton to Port Pirie, we have to take it at 
12s. 3d. per ton, with 5s. 6d. for sea carriage, which makes it 17s, 9d. per ton ? Yes.
3386. Therefore the How South "Wales railways would require to carry ore at 17s. 9d. per ton before it 
would pay you to send ore to such coal centres as you may desire to reach ? That is so.
3387. That is the price you could pay at present without loss ? Yes.
3388. "What is the distance from Cockburn to Port Pirie? 218 miles.
3389. The South Australian (Tovernment in future will charge 9s, per ton, which is approximately HI, per 
ton per mile—that is on a narrow gauge, with all the defects which generally attach to narrow-gauge 
railways. Do you infer that the Hew South Wales railways, with a 4-ft. SI-in. gauge, could do tho work 
cheaper than Id. per mile ? I have no doubt whatever that they can do it for less.
3390. Are you aware that the South Australian G-ovemment are making a profit, at that rate ? As n matter 
of tact, 1 do not know ; but I imagine they are not making a loss, otherwise they could not do the work.
3391. There is no competition at present ? Ho.
3392. And, therefore, they fix a rate which we may assume is a paying rate ? Yes.
3393. Is there fair return loading from Port Pirie ? Ye.s ; all the coal is brought up,
3394. I s there about the same coming back as there is going dowu ? Ho; not since the export of sulphide 
ore began.
3395. Docs it approximately amount to the same? I should imagine that it is not more than half.
3396. Do, you infer from tho fact that a narrow-gauge railway can do the work that a Hew South Wales 
railway with a better gauge could do it more cheaply ? Yes, that is a reasonable supposition.
3397. Let us look at the case from another standpoint: At Broken Hill we are 253 miles from Port Pirie.
Tho South Australian Hail way Department and the Silverton Tramway Company desire to maintain the 
trade; they have to carry a distance of 253 miles, while Hew South Wales has to carry a distance of, it may 
he, 600 or 700 miles. If the country for 253 miles can be as easily worked, from an engineering standpoint, 
as the 700 miles of country on the other side, it simply comes to be a question of the cost of sea carriage 
as against the cost of 450 miles of laud carriage. The South Australian Kailway Department and the 
Silverton Tramway Company have the power to put down a railway of a broader gauge, and if they arc 
forced to do so they are likely to do so. Is it not reasonable to place tho cost of sea carriage against land 
carriage for 450 miles ? It is not altogether reasonable, because there is the other traffic that could be 
got. by the railway which could not go by sea except at a much higher rate, and then there would be the 
saving of time. "
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3398. Would not the saving of lime be important with regard to passengers and goods ? Yes, of course,
3399. lias your company made an arrangement for seven years to use the Silverton Tramway for all stuff 
going to the westward? An arrangement ia proposed which has not been completed yet, as far as I know.
3400. Is it completed as far as your company is concerned ? I believe not.
3401. Is it to be completed? I do not know; that lies with the board of directors. But it has been
proposed, and the details have been drawn out. As a matter of fact, I think it is not complete.
3402. It was stated In evidence this morning that that arrangement would certainly be completed ? I 
believe, as a matter of fact, it is more than likely that it will bo completed, but up to this date the 
agreement has not been signed.

■ 3103. But it is highly probaole that it will bo completed ? I think so.
3404. If that agreement be signed, and if a 4-i't. SLiu. gauge railway he made from Menindio on to
Broken Hill, and thence to Cockburn, your mine could not use it except for stuff going to the eastward ? 
Koally I do not know ; I never heard it putin that way before. 1 think the ordinary reading of the agree
ment means that if the Hew iSouth Wales Gfovermnent make a railway to Broken Hill, and also to convey 
traffic to^tlie South Australian railways, this agreement would prevent that. That is my own opinion. 
3105. "\Y hat is the agreement made for ; have you really made an agreement that all ore going westward 
u ill use the Silverton tramway ? Yes, that is so, I think if the Hew South Wales Government made a 
railway to ihe Border at Cockburn, so that there will he turo lines to deliver at the same point, the 
Silvortou tramway would not exist anv longer.
3406. If you made an agreement for seven years with the Tramway Company, would it not have to exist for
that term ? 1 think it you promised to make a railway down to Cockburn it would defeat the agreement.
3407. "W hen was the agreement made ? Wo always had an agreement. 1 understand it was made to
give encouragement to the company to make the tramway ; it has been in existence all along. This is 
now only an extension ot the agreement. "
3108. But still it is binding for seven years? I think it is not signed yet.
3409. Cau you tell us definitely what the agreement is? Ho.
341.0, Does it apply onlv to ore, or to all goods? I really do not know about outside goods. I think for 
all general goods to be delivered to the town of Broken Hill tho rates remain as they arc, but I am not 
quite certain. '
3411. Is this the case: That a number of people—some of them interested in the tramway company and 
sonic of them in the mines—met and foymplatod a certain schem? whiqh would bo satisfactory to both of 

. them;
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^r- them; a tramway company cutting down its rates, and the great suppliers of freight in this vicinity 
iLStewart. agreeiDg t0 patronise the tramway for a term of years ;—is that what it means, roughly speaking ? Tos ; 

2 Oct 1896 ^ wou^ say, roughly speaking, that is what it amounts to; but so far as I know, no one connected with 
' the mines has ever contemplated the possibility of the New South Wales Government making a railway 

between Broken Hill and the Border of South Australia, If there is any such proposal, I think the sooner 
we know about it the better. ’
3412. Do you, know the conditions of the Act constituting the Silverton Tramway Company? 1. have 
read them, but I do not remember them.
3413. Will you tell us as briefly as you see fit why you would advise us to suggest that a railway should
be constructed from Sydney to Broken Hill, or why you ivould not advise us to do so ? I see a great many 
advantages that would be gained by this district if it had direct communication with Sydney. When you 
leave here for Sydney at present you got to Adelaide and lose the best part of a day; thou you leave for 
Melbourne, where you arrive after very slow travelling, and you lose the most part of the day there before 
you can go on to Sydney, whereas if there were a railway direct to Sydney by any of the proposed routes, 
it would tap all this district, and give ns rapid communication, _ i
3414. Tour first point is speedy and easy communication wi!h the metropolis, and the sympathy which is 
begotten of that? Quite so; and there are the material advantages which would be derived by having 
direct communication with the capital.
3415. What is your next point? Independently of tho treatment of the ore, and the mode in which it 
may be treated, so long as those mine? continue to exist we shall always require large quantities of coal 
and other stores which wro might get much more cheaply by a railway direct to Sydney.
3416. Have you any idea as to the amount of coal that is used in smelting, and the amount used for motive 
power ? I will be glad to give the ligures later on.
3417. What coke do you use ? Coke from Germany.
3418. Do you use colonial coke ? Not now.
3419. Will you use it ? i^es, if we get it delivered cheaply enough. It is a matter of £ s. d.
3420. While freight from Germany remains as it is, and also tho quality, will you use that coke? 
Certainly, if we do not get a considerable advantage in the New South Wales price.
3421. Has German coke less ash in it than New South Wales coke ? Yes, and it is much better physically'.
It is better coke. ‘
3422. Do you know Lithgow coke ? No.
3423. Is coke from Germany landed at Port Pirie ? Yes. ■
3424. You will continue to use German coke unless the New South Wales people learn to manufacture 
better coke ? Yes.
3425. What coal do you use ? Newcastle coal.
3426. Why' do you use it? Because we find it is the best.
3427. Is it better for the purpose for which you require it? It is the best, taking price into consideration, 
3423. Can you express any opinion about Lichgow coal ? No.
3429. Do you want a good coal for your purposes, or would a second-class coal do ? It all depends on 
the price. Under some circumstances it might be better to use an inferior coal.
3430. Where does the wood come from which you use for mining purposes ? It is all Oregon pine from 
America. ■
3431. What does it cost delivered at Broken Hill P About £3 per 1,000 feet at Port Piric.
3432. Is that 6s. per 100 feet superficial ? Yes, 750 feet to tho ton weight.
3433. For how much per 100 feet could you get it here ? 1 will supply that later on.
3434. Would you be prepared to use timber brought from Menindie? That has been discussed; if we 
could get it cheaply enough wc would be glad to take it.
3435. Would you furnish some figures in regard to what it would cost at the Darling, and what would be 
the railway rate? 1 wilt make up the figures. This proposed railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill 
has always been such an indefinite quantity in the past that we never made anyr calculation in regard to 
it. If there were a possibility of obtaining timber at Menindie and of bringing it across byr any railway 
that is to be made wc would go into these calculations, but we have never been able to do so in the past.
3436. Would gum timber be much better to use than Oregon? It depends upon the kinds of gum. 
There was a New Zealand gum which we used in the early days, but it rotted veryT soon. 1 understand 
that ordinary' red-gum would last very well.
3437. Would yon me it in preference to Oregon if you could get it at the same price? No ; wc might do

, so if put in position at tho mine at the same price, but it would be harder to cut, carry, and set. ■
343S. But taking all tho circumstances into consideration—the durability of the gum timber and its less 
inflammable nature—would you use it at the same price? Yes.
3439. Would you use it at a higher price? Not at a much higher price. Wc might use it at a higher 
price, because it would bo better that Oregon
3440. Do you use much firewood at the mine ? Not since tho South Australian Railway Department 
reduced their freight.
3441. What does it cost to deliver it at the mine ? Ms. Gd. per ton,
3442. We are informed that timber could be obtained between here and Menindie at 3s. per ton. The
New Soutli Wales railway rate would appear to be 3s. per ton ; therefore firewood could be delivered at 
your mine for fis. per ton ;—would you use that portion of tho line for tho carriage of timber? Most 
certainly, provided it is of fair quality.
3443. How many ions of firewood are required lo do the same amount of work as one ton of coal ? Two 
and a-half tons.
3444. Therefore, if that statement is accurate, coal would require lo be worth only 14s. per ton in order 
to be purchased by your mine, if there is an unlimited supply of wood ? Yes.
3445. Coal would cost you £1 12s. per ton. speaking roughly ; if you could get maierial to do the same 
amount of work for 15s. per ion, you would buy the maierial at 15s.,—therefore, would it not follow that 
as long as the timber lasted there would be considerable traffic in firewood from the eastward to Broken 
Hill? Yes.
3446. How much firewood do you think Broken Hill use? now ? I do not know ; we use none.
3447. Wouhl you use firewood if you could get il. at fis. per ton? Certainly, in preference to coal, unless
it is extraordinary firewood. 1 3418,
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344S. If it could bo supplied at Gs. per ton, would there be an enormous demand? Yes.
3140. Can you put it in tons? ] think 10,000 to 12,000 tons per mouth. That would be for the whole Ste'Tart- 
Held, exclusive of the smelting operations. 2/Oct"*~lS9G
3450. Do you say that certainly 10,0i'0 or 12,000 tons would lie used per month? Yes, approximately. '' '
34-51. Is your statement to this effect—that the Oregon used in your mine costs Gs. per 100 feet at Port 
Pirie ? Yes,
3452 Eapidity of transit was your second point;—will you go on to describe the benefits which would be 
conferred by a railway on this part of the Colony? Tho next point I had was in connection with coal; 
but we have been discussing that in connection with the substitution of firewood for coal. If you could 
bring us sufBcient firewood from Menindie, there would be no reason forgoing beyond that place to supply 
us with coal except in small quanties for special purposes. Then there is the question of coke. It is 
indefinite as far as I ain concerned, because 1 do not know what quality could bo supplied.
3453. "What price do you pay for coke ? About 31s. at Port Pirie.
3454. Have you not already discounted lhat by saying that until New South Wales can make better coke 
you will continue to buy German coke ? No, I say that if they would reduce the price sufficiently wc 
would use New South Wales coke. The New Soutli Wales people or the producers of coal in any district 
might not bo able to improve the quality of their coke, but they might be able to reduce the price. If 
you could increase the facilities of communication they might he able to supply the coke at less cost, I 
do not know that I can say anything more about it, because the whole thing depends upon the rates.
3455. If you could get enough inferior coke at a sufficiently low price to compensate this inferiority 
would you use it ? Yes, it is all a question of cost irrespective of tho quality of the coke. The other 
points are all on the same line : before anyone can say anything about them we must know what rates 
will he charged.
3456. With regard to the large population here, if it were possible to bring it in touch with good land 
and water where vegetables could be grown would it not be beneficial to the town ? Certainly. The 
only definite statement we can make depends upon these points which we do not yet know. What
rates can you offer. If you can offer us lower rates than anyone else it will alter the whole question, '
and we must go into it from the beginning.
3457. Wc must take it for granted that you would regard the railway as a purely commercial under
taking ? I think there is another view' that might he taken of it, that is as a national undertaking.
3458. I am talking of your view as the representative of a company. You would use it if the New Soutli 
Wales Government could give you rates which would pay you as well as any other railway ? Yes, certainly.
3450, It is a question of how much you are prepared to lose for the purpose of patronising a State 
concern. If the freight is lo he higher you certainly do not think that the railway could be expected 
to get traffic from Broken Hill eastward? Yes. With regard to coke J may say that German coke 
was 2s. cheaper per ton than English coke, so wo bought the German coke. Ihe price varies. We 
used English coke some time ago.
3400. Are you aware that 40 per cent, of tho product from Broken Hill goes to Germany and other parts 
of the old world for treatment ? I am not aware, but 1 imagine that is about the present export.
3401, Will the establishment on the eastern seaboard of large smelting works do away with that trade ?
Yes, that is probable.
34G2. Is it probable tbnt a vast proportion of ibe product will be treated in the Colony ? Yes, I imagine 
that will be tbe case. The reason why a large proportion of the product goes to Germany or other parts 
of the old world is in order to obtain the zinc. Since the operations on the eastern seaboard are for 
precisely the same purpose, 1 infer that the amount which wifi leave Australia to he treated will be small.*

*- 103

Mr.

Mr. Ernest Beau (Messrs. Boan Brothers), Broken Hill, sworn, and examined:—
3463. Mr. Trickell ~\ What is your occupation ? A member of the firm of Boan Brothers, drapers, Ac. 
34G4. How long have you been in business here? About nine years.
3465. What amount of goods do you import ? T?ougb]y speaking, about £30,0G0 worth a year,
3100. Does that consist of general goods ? Boots and drapery.
3467. Which way does the hull; of the goods come? Erom Sydney a/rt Port Adelaide and Port Birie, 
thence by rail.
34G8. Do you deal entirely with Sydney? Not entirely; the major portion comes from Sydney, the rest 
from Adelaide and the home country. '

Mr. E. Boan. 

2 Oct, 1890.

‘Noth (on rtriuou) :—As promised, I now luvu pleasure in enclosing u memorandum setting out information 
desired by the Committee, which I trust may prove serviceable to you. Yon will observe that m my evidence of 
yesterday I stated the price of limber at £3 per 1,000 feet, the coirect price is as shown in the accompanying 
statement. 1 also notice, in looking over recent quotatimis, that English coke has been lower in price than that 
of German manufacture. 1 imagine the two are obtainable at about an equal price—the differences that appear in 
the cost delivered at Port Pirie being due to difference iu rates of freight. Mommuitrinm.—Tbe amount of coat of a 
quality equal to the best Newcastle (New South IVales) steam coal required per 100 tons of average sulphide ore as raised 
from the mine is approximately 93 tons. Of this, 9 tons is required in the extraolion and dressing ot the ore ami other 
operations connected therewith, and S4 tons in tho treatment of the ore for the iccovery of its contained metals. From 
the information available in this office, it appears that of the total number of railway trucks employed in this and other 
mining companies’ traffic between Bioken Hill and Fort Pino, about 2.3 per cent, are returned empty irom the port. With 
tbe existing rates this proportion of empties most ineteuse in future. The cost of coke delivered in trucks on tbe mine 
during the past ibe yeais has l>ceu £3 12s. 2d. per ton. The cost, of mining timber delivered on wharf at Port Piric is 
£3 8s. per 1,000 feet supeificial. The existing rates from Port Piric to the mine are as follow

j youth Austialian Railway Silverton Tramway. Total.

£ s. d. s, <1. £ s. d.
Coke ...................... 1 3 4 9 9 1 13 1 per ton.
Coal ....................... 0 14 11 4 S 0 19 7 „
Mining timber.......... 1 0 4 9 9 1 1G 1 „
Oxidised ore ............. 0 11 10 4 0 0 lo 10 ,,

’ Sulphide oro ........... 0 9 0 4 0 0 13 0 „
Smelter bullion......... 1 6 9 9 9 1 In 0
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Mr. K Boan. 34.09. Ag wa aro chiefly concerned with freights from Sydney, will you tell us what it would cost to get
9f?00^ from Sydney? I have been looking through our carriage account, and 1 find that for twelve

c •* • months the cost has been nearly £1,300, that is carriage alone from Adelaide or Port Pirie to Broken
Hill, and not shipping charges. " w
3-170. What does it cost you per ton to get vour goods from Svdnev? lloughly, about £7.
3471. How is that made up—what is the steamer freight from Pori, Adelaide or Port Piric ? There is no 
steamer freight at all. The goods are landed at Port Piric or Port Adelaide, we have an arrangement with 
the warehouses, whereby they pay other charges, and we only pay the railway charges.
3472. Do I understand that these charges come to £7 ? Yes. *
3473. Does the railway carriage for 253 miles cost that much ? Yes, ft is very bulky stuff,
3474. Is that a high charge on goods that take up a lot of room F It is the minimum rate at which they
can manage it.
3475. I suppose you aro aware that according to the rates for goods on the Hew South Wales railways
the charge for the same distance as from Svdnev to Broken Hill would come to considerably more than 
that F Yes. ‘
3476. Are you a supporter of this railway F Yes; I should like to see it constructed.
3477. What do you think would bo the advantages to the district and the advantages to the Stale, were a 
such a railway constructed P It would be a great advantage to the district by opening up the country. 
A large quantity of goods would come through from Sydney, that otherwise would not come hero.
3478. But would they send goods that way if they cost more F Yes, a certain class of goods would be 
sent oven if they cost more, even if they cost half as much again.
3479. What sort of goods F Very fashionable stuffs for which you cannot afford to wrait three weeks or 
a month. We would bo willing to pay almost double that rate for a certain class of goods. If it cost only 
a fraction more it would pay to get tho bulk of our goods through'by the proposed railway.
3480. I suppose there would be very little trade outwards from here in the shape of supplies F Nothing 
of consequence ; there are a few stations near at hand, places within 100 miles of Broken Hill would 
probably do business here.
3481. Are there many others at Broken Hill in as largo a way of business as yourself? In other linos of 
business 1 expect there are.

Mr. Oswald Septimus Haddocks, Sub-Collector of Customs for Willyama, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. O. 8. 3482. Chairman.'] What is your occupation F Sub-Collector of Customs for Willyamn, The district 
Haddocks, embraces Broken Hill, Cockburn, Silverton, and Milparinka. '

*-'an ?ou K‘vo us a statement of the imports and exports ? Yes, I have prepared a 
- Oct., ihUti. statement for the last three years, and for six months of the current year.

3484. Can you make a statement giving the Committee an idea of the amount of trade transacted in tins 
district? 1 can only deal with the items one at a time.
3485. What is the value of goods imponed into Broken Hill within ihc last three years? In IS93, goods
from Sydney were imported to the value of £139,455. In 1S94, £150,342 worth of goods were imported 
from Sydney ; that is the value at the port of shipment, that is Sydney. In 1395 the value of goods 
imported from Sydney was £147,113. ”
3486. Can you give figures for the total trade done here? 1 will he glad to do so, but I should feel obliged
if the Committee would allow me to go through the figures again for the sake of accuracy, as I received 
somewhat short notice to prepare this evidence. J

Mr, Harold Butler Swcetapple, mining contractor’s manager, Broken Hill, sworn, and examined :— 
Mr. IT. B. 3487. Mr. Masnall.] What is your occupation ? Mining contractor’s manager

Swcetapple. 3433. How long have ynu been iu business here? Bor nine years, but my firm has been in business here 
9^r't'l^]S9C f°r about fourteen years. We supply all the mines outside the Proprietary Mine,

c ■’ ' 3489. Can you give an idea as to the amount of business you do in twelve months ? About £36,000
worth is the turnover. We supply all the mines except the Proprietary Mine, with materials and goods.
3490. What do the goods principally consist of F Everything required in mining—explosives, iron, bolts, 
Ac., nails, Ac. _ We indent them from England, land them at Adelaide, and get them through from there.
3491. Do you import direct ? Yes. I have figures showing the cost of carriage for six months, from the 
1st of January last. We pay £2,219 to the railway alone, and out of that £710 was for coal from 
Port Pirie.
3492. Where do you get the coal from? Newcastle. Some came from Leigh’s Creek, South Australia, 
but owing to its poor quality, very little, if any more, will be used here.
3493. Do you get any great proportion of goods at Adelaide ? Yes; most of them come through Adelaide.
3494. Do you purchase largely at Adelaide, in addition to what you indent? Yes.
3495. Do you think that the construction of a railway from Sydney to Broken Hill, would he a benefit to 
you? Yes, we often get gcods through from Sydney; but it takes a very long time to get them. We 
very frequently get big lines through from Sydney, such as galvanised iron.
3496. What is tho rate of carriage on those lines between Sydney and Broken Hill? It comes to about 
the same as from Adelaide ; but there is a slight difference in favour of Adelaide.
3497. What is the total cost of carriage from Sydney to Broken Hill? There are different rates for 
different classes of goods. Eor bulky lines like iron, it is about 90s. That is the rate through from 
Sydney, delivered at Broken Hill.
3498. What are your other rates? About £7 16s.
3499. Where would you expect the advantage to come in by getting goods carried direct across the 
continent from Sydney ? There would be the quickness in delivery.
3500. Would you be prepared to pay a higher rate for carriage than you do at present ? No, unless the 
goods were correspondingly cheaper in Sydney.
3501. If the Railway Commissioners say that the lowest rate at which they could carry goods by the pro
posed railway is £9 8s. (,d. per ton which would be for special truck loads of 6 tons each, would you be 
prepared to patronise the railway ? No, that would be too much of an advance on what we pay at 
present.
3502. Of course that would be a material advance on the present price ? Yes. 3503.
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3503. No matter what mode of conveyance were provided, would you not in all cases adopt Ihe cheapest Mr- H. B.
route consistent with a reasonable time in delivery ? Decidedly. Siveetupplc.
3504. Do you find any difficulty or delay in getting goods via Tort Pirie from Sydney ? Yes. s^Oct^iago
3505. Do you sometimes find a difficulty in the despatch of goods obtained iu Sydney, as compared with *
goods obtained in Adelaide, when sent via Port Pirie ? That is true, it sometimes tabes three or four
weeks to get goods from Sydney.
350G. Still, with all the delays thrown in, would you prefer the water carriage at the present low rates P 
I frequently go to Sydney for goods, because we can buy cheaper there. For instance, that is the case 
with cement, kerosene oil, and other articles of that kind.
3507. In the case of goods of that kind, it does not matter how long they are iu course of transit? Yes.
3508. Taking into consideration the delay which may nccur at Port Pirie, I suppose you arrange your 
business affairs accordingly p Yes.
3509. On an average, how many tons per year do you get through ? I have not got the number of tons, 
but the cost of carriage for six months from the 1st of January last amounted to £2,219.
3510. Is that a fair average ? It was a pretty good year, but I do not think it will he less next year.
3511. Then your average cost for carriage is about £4,000 per annum ? Yes.
3512. And if that were increased 50 per cent, it would mean you would have to pay £6,000 per annum for 
the same goods ? Yes.
3513. Would that not be too heavy a tax to pay for a railway? Yea.
3514. Would not tbe question of your dealing with Sydney, if a railway were constructed, resolve itself 
entirely into a question of railway rates ? Yes.
3515. You would patronise the railway if cheaper, but otherwise you would not use it ? Decidedly.
3516. Mr Fegan.] You have said that you can get several lines much cheaper in Sydney—what arc they ?
Galvanised iron, cement, aud kerosene.
3517. What is the difference in price for galvanised iron in Sydney as compared with Adelaide? I 
bought some to-day at £2 per ton less than I could have obtained it at Adelaide or Melbourne.
3518. That difterence would assist you considerably in using the railway ? Yes.
3519. What is the difference in the price of oil ? It is 3d. a gallon cheaper in Sydney than in Melbourne ‘
or Adelaide.
3520. Would not that also materially help you to use the railway ? Yes.
3521. What do they charge for conveying oil and so on? Take kerosene—I was speaking of ordinary
machine oil, but in tbe ease of kerosene Id. per gallon would be a great saving on the quantity we 
get through. '
3522. AV hat do you give for kerosene oil at Adelaide with cost of carriage ? About 9d. or 9 Jd. per gallon ;
at present, 9jd. .
3523. Therefore in Sydney you get it Id. per gallon cheaper? Yes; there arc 8 gallons in a case, 
the carriage of that from Adelaide is exactly the same as from Sydney, gelling it by boat to Port Pirie 
and thence by rail.
3524. Then carriage costs almost as much as the article itself? Yes.
3525. Would not that nearly pay the extra cost by railway; talie, for instance, iron, the difference in 
price would pay the extra cost even at the high railway rate mentioned by Mr. Hassall ? Yes; but 1 do 
not suppose we could always get these bargains; but, of course, we are always on the lookout lor them.
352G, Mr. irassall,'] But if you could buy a line of goods at £5 per ton move cheaply in Sydney than else
where, would you not still take advantage of a cheap mode of carriage ? Yes ; most decidedly.

Mr. Patrick Quinn, hotelkeeper, Broken Hill, sworn, and examined:—
3527. Chairman.'] What is your occupation ? Hotelkeeper. Mr. P. Quinn,
3528. How long have you been here ? Seven years. z—
3529. Have you any statement which you wish to make to the Committee? Yes ; I wish to show what 2 Oct., ]896. 
freights I have to pay on the goods I import from Sydney. One ton 1 cwt, of hulk ale, delivered at Port
Piric on the railway trucks, cost 14s. 6d., from there to Cockburn the charge is 15s. 7d. per ton, from 
Cockburn to Broken Hill, a distance of only 35 miles, the charge is 53s. per ton; that makes a cost of 
£5 2s, lid. from Port Pirie for a ton and a half of ale in hogshead. I produce another receipt showing 
the same rate: six cases of whisky 2 cwt. 2 qr. £2 10s. is the rate per ton from Cockburn to Broken 
Hill, and that makes the railway carriage £5 2s. lid. on 11- ton.
3530. Would you bo prepared to pay at the rate of £5 2s. lid. for 14 ton of goods from Sydney by the 
proposed railwmy P Yes. When you are getting iron, or anything of that kind, it is all right; but beer
and whisky do not get any better by being kept too long on the road. .
3531. Do you pay £3 8s. 9d. per tou for beer ? Yes. Six cases of whisky, landed at Port Pirie, cost 13s., 
it cost for carriage between Port Pirie and Broken Hill ISs. 7d., making a total of 31s. 7d. from Sydney 
to Broken Hill—that is, for 2 cwt. 2 qr.
3532. With rates at all approaching these, would you be prepared to use a railway if made between here 
aud Sydney? Yes, at anything like that rate.

Mr. William Maiden, grazier, Menindie, sworn, and further examined :—
3533. Chairman.] Do you know the country lying east from Broken Hill ? Yes.
3534. Where do you first strike the timber ? You come across the first large quantity of timber about yy. Maiden. 
35 miles from here; there is a verv large extent of it. You can go as far north as you like, right up to ,—\ 
the river, and it is all timber. When you get within 35 miles of tbe Darling you strike the timber, and 2 Oct., 1896. 
from there down to the lakes and the river there is a great body of timber as far as you like to go, and
all round the river, in the bends and flats.
3535. Do you believe there is an unlimited supply of timber there? I am quite sure of it.
3536. What is the class of timber? Tho first timber you strike is mallee, belar, sandal-wood, and spotted 
gum, and various other kinds that are all suitable for fuel. A large quantity of the timber is suitable for 
props, and for all kinds of mining purposes where round timber is used. It runs from 8 inches to 14 
inches in diameter.

286 («)-0 3537.
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W m^vi ^^37. Going towards llio river, is there a large quniitity of red gum? Yes ; there is an unlimited supply 
‘ re^ gum and box, fit for ordinary operations in a mine A great quantity was sent from there in the

2 Oct 1896 ^a7s' All the round timber used in the mines came from Menindie.
’ 3538. What is its quality ? It is much better for carrying -weight than any other timber, and it is cheaper 
to land here. ' '
353£l. That is, it would be with the railway ? Tes.
3510. There is an unlimited supply of timber fit for fuel and for ordinary mining purposes 30 to 40 miles 
eastward of Brohen Hill, and there is practically an unlimited supply up and down the Barling Kiver? 
Yes. To show that it is good timber, and suitable for tbe mines, 1 may say that a great deal of it was 
sent here in the early days, until the mines made contracts in the present way.
3541. Then the road carriage became too heavy for large contracts ? Yes.
3542. At what price could props be obtained at Menindie? They used lo land them at Menindie and 
along tho road for fid. each.
3o43. Could you compete with Oregon timber at fis. per 100 feet? Yes ; the props I speak of had to be 
7 feet long, and 7 inches thick at fhe small end. We could compete w ith Oregon timber at Cs. per 100 feet. 
3544. Is 3s. per ton for firewood in the district yon speak of a fair basis ? Yes.
■3545. On what sort of country is this timber growing? It is all growing on Crown lands, none of it, as 
far as I know, is private property or under leasehold.
3546, Then, it is available for tho Grown if they see fit to use it? Yes, under 1he Land Act, as we hare 
it at present, the timber docs not form part of a man’s lease. By paying a license fee, any person is 
entitled to go on a homestead lease, or a pastoral lease, for the purpose of obtaining timber, and that 
license only costs £1 per annum.

' Mri Charles Thomas Hyde, wood merchant, Broken Hill, sworn, and examined :—
C T^H de What is your occupation ? Wood merchant.

3548. Is there a large consumption of firewood at Broken Hill for domestic purposes ? Yes.
9 Opt i roc 3540. What quantity of firewood is consumed for domestic purposes in a year ? About 15,000 tons.

’ 3550. Is that obtained locally ? Yes, all of it.
3551. At the present time -what is the cost per ton retail ? About IGs. per ton. I am in as good a 
position as anyone to know what is tho consumption of wood for domestic purposes.
3552. Then at the present time what is the cost per ton retail ? It averages all the year round ICs, per
ton delivered in the yard. ’ "
3553. Is firewood very scarce near Broken Hill now ? Yes.
3554. What distance have the carters to go ? Erom about 15 miles to 30 miles. It is getting scarcer
every year. ■
3555. Is the hulk of the cost incurred for cartage ? Yes ; a little comes in by the Tarrawingee tramway, 
and some by the Silverton tramway.
3556. Hoes it come that way to any great extent ? Wc obtained a large quantity last winter by means 
of the Silverton tramway.
3537. Is timber which is brought in by that means cheaper than timber which ia carted ? Ko, it is rather 
more expensive.
3558. How is that ? In the case of the timber which comes iu by the trains the cutter has to cart it 10 
miles ; then they have to load up the trucks on the tramway, and there is cartage afterwards from the 
truck 1o the yard. There is therefore more handling, because the teams bring the timber direct to the yard.
3559. Ho you know the supply of timber at liars and the rest of that country? Yes, there is a good
supply ot firewood there, the beat in the district. There is almost an unlimited supply as far as domestic 
purposes are concerned. *
3560. What ia tho price of coal for domestic purposes ? Tt has been sold, as high as £3 per ton, the 
average price is £2 15s. per ton for Kewcastle coal delivered. .Recently there has been a slight reduction, 
and 1 suppose coal could now be landed at £2 5s. per ton, That is tho present price.
35G1. As wood can be got for so much less, 1 suppose very little coal is used ? Not a great quantify of 
coal; it is almost all wood, but I do not know what people will do here if some better arrangement is not 
made for getting the wood. Last year we had a most difficult job in trying to supply our customers; it 
was more difficult than in any previous year. We paid as much as ISs. fid. per ton last year for wood 
delivered by teamsters. No doubt next year there will be much greater difficulty,
35G2. The wood you refer to is, of course, in a rough state ? Yes ; the consumer has to get it in a condi
tion ready for burning; it averages 23s. per ton as cut firewood. A railway to Menindie would be the 
best method to supply domestic firewood. If there is not a railway made to Menindie 1 do not know what 
people will do for firewood. The South Ausfraliau Government will not allow any timber to ho cut over 
the border—it is all reserved for mining purposes. There is a very great quantity of wood in South 
Australia about 45 or 50 miles from here, but teamsters are not allowed to cut any.
3563. Is that reserved for growing purposes.- .No, J think it all,mineral country, and the limber is
reserved for mining purposes at a future date. "
3564. Is it kept as a forest reserve ? Yes.
35G5. What area of timber country is there ? I cannot say, but there is a very large area with good 
timber on it. There are 40 miles square of good timber country, and lower down tbe line there is plenty 
of timber. Wood was ahvays scarce, but at one time it was more plentiful than it is now. Gradually 
the wood cutters have had to go further back, and within a radius of 20 miles of Broken Hill you cau 
scarcely get a good load of sound timber.
3566. Have you heard it stated how many tons per annum arc consumed by the mines ? The mines have 
not been consuming much wood recently.
3567. But what quantity did they use at one time ? They did use a great quantiiy once, about 15,000 
tons per annum at one time. Huring the last two years they have not used nearly that quantity, simply 
because it is too expensive. Hi fact, they could not get it at any price. They called for tenders, hut no 
one tendered. We did the same ourselves last winler. The fuel supply is a very serious matter hero.
3538. Do you think tho people of Broken Hill would be willing to pay 33s. per ton for coal for domestic 
purposes ? Yes, they would jump at it; they pay about 35s. per ton for coke.

Mr.
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Mr. Jabez "Wright, alderman of the Borough of Broken Hill, sworn, and examined 
356!). Chairman.'] What is your occupation ? Undertaker's manager, and alderman of the borough. ^z;
3570. "Wliat do you desire to prove? That it is req uisite to build a railway at least from here to Menindie. ‘
3571. Mr. Fagan] Will you give us your reasons for that ? First, there is the wood difficulty, which has a'cct^lSSS
been referred to by Mr. Hyde. Being a householder, 1 can realise the seriousness of having to pay 23s. "
per ton for wood. The second reason is, that being a man with a family, I am in the position of thousands
of others who cannot get fresh fish to eat. There would be a very large demand for iish if the Darling 
Fiver supply were available. Many have tried to supply the town with fish at certain seasons, but they 
have only succeeded to a limited extent. The fish has generally gone had on the journey.
3572. Where do you get your fish irom ? People have tried to Siring it from Menindie by teams ; then 
vegetables and fruit have to be brought hero from South Australia over a very great distance, south of 
Adelaide. ’To my knowledge, there arc no vegetables grown for ihis market, on this side of Adelaide.
3573. Would the country along the proposed line of railway supply that want? On the river it is an 
acknowledged fact that the various vegetables would grow to perfection. ] have myself seen fruits of tho 
citrus tribe growing on the river.
3574. How far from Menindie ? On a homestead belonging to Mr. Burns, between Menindie and 
Tolar no.
3575. Was there a large area under cultivation ? About half an acre. Ft was not a commercial under
taking with him, and he merely gave away the fruit to his friends. On tlic same homestead lease, on the 
river-bank, all sorts of vegetables grow splendidly, He had a small engine on tbe bank of the river with 
which he forced the water on to this small area.
3576. Are there seasons of the year when you cannot get vegetables at Broken Hi)!? No; you can 
always buy them at a price, sometimes as high as Od. for a cabbage or cauliflower. 1 think potatoes can 
be obtained at about the same cost as in Adelaide, with the carriage added.
3577. Have you the slightest doubt that if a railway were constructed from hero to Menindie, Menindie 
would become more of a fruit-growing and vegetable-growing country V 1 have not the slightest doubt 
about it. It would sustain a very large population if, in addition to a railway, there were a lock across the 
Darling.
3578. Do you think it would be the chief source of supply for fish, fruit, and vegetables ? Yes, the only 
place from which it would come.
3579. It would produce all the timber, iish. fruit, and vegetables that you would require? Yes ; and also 
horse-feed ; we pay £6 per ton for chad'. 'The next reason why I think the railway should be constructed 
is, because it would confer a great benefit upon the men who are employed in fhe mi ncs. Many men work on 
and save a little money, but not sufficient to enable them to start in any business in the town. Most kinds 
of business are overdone, aud tbe miners work on till they are carried to the cemetery. J have known scores 
aud hundreds of cases were men would have had sufficient capital to take up farms on the river if there 
had been a railway between here and Menindie. They could have filled up their time by fishing, and they 
would have been alive to-day, producing food-stuffs for us at a cheaper price- A no! her reason is, that t 
suppose it will naturally follow that as the ores obtained here become of a baser diameter more labour ■ 
will bo necessitated; aud if men have to pay excessive prices for food-sLulfs they will nol he able to work
at as low a rate of wages as if they could got the necessaries of life cheaper; therefore it is probable •
that many of the ores will remain in tho earth.
3530. Then you think that a number of people would go from Broken Hill to Menindio to become pro
ducers of various articles which the people of Broken Hill require? Yes.
3581. Do you know whether or not that land is available for settlement ? There has been a large irriga
tion settlement sen aside in (hat neighbourhood by the Government. I think there is an area of 25,000 
acres.
3582. Whereabouts is that ? On the river ; hut I do not know exactly the place ; it is somewhere near ‘
Lake Menindie. _
3583. What is tho area of the allotments ? T am not aware. 1 ‘
3581, You are not sure that it is not all one allotment? I do not know.
3585. So you think there is sufficient laud available to commence the industries that your have mentioned ?
Undoubtedly, ‘
3586. Did you mention something about locking the river ? There is about 30 feet of river-bank at 
Menindie, and I am informed that the river falls only about 1 inch to the mile. That would give a head 
of water of 39 feet, which would dam the river back For twelve times 30 miles, and give at six times 30 
miles 15 feet of water. That amount of water would be available on both banks. There are biltabongs 
which would overflow, so that dumming the river would provide tho means of irrigation to the back 
country. J saw enough during a trip i made down there to show me that when the water reaches a 
certain level it overflows into those places.
3587. So that it would be beneficial to the people of Broken Hill if a railway nere constructed to 
Menindie from here ? Yes. Wlieu the meat-works started sending pork hero From Menindie, in order to 
get it awav before it had time to get bad iu the Rummer, it sweated, and it brought very litt.lo in this 
market, South Australian pork, which was brought from a long distance, sold at a higher price.
3588. Do you think that it would pay lo grow vegetables at Menindie which would have to compote with 
those grown along the South Australian hue ? Yes; for two reasons, hirst, the long distance from 
Adelaide to Broken Hill, and iegetables have to be brought a considerable disfuncc further away than 
Adelaide ; secondly, the people who grow vegetables there have in most instances to rent their land, and, 
of course, wo know they have to pay ihe high price that oilier people are prepared to pay for that land.
Those two things show me that vegetables and horse-feed could be produced more cheaply and better at 
Menindie than they could be sold by bringing them all the wav from Soutli Australia.
3589. Do you think there would be a large traffic in horse-feed ? Yes.
3590. In some of the mines, do they use a large number of horses? Yes ; and there is a large number 
of horses used in the town. About twelve months ago, at Tolaruo Bun, ] saw splendid wheat growing on 
a homestead lease.
3591. AVTould not all that depend on the rainfall? Yes ; but with irrigation all things are possible.
Thero is another way of looking at the railway proposal, and that u from a revenue and a health point of 
view. Tho people here naturally avail themselves of every opportunity of leaving ibis smoke-ridden

district
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Mr. district for a change of air. The only means available at present is a trip of about 3 miles by railway.
J. Wright, if they -Yveut 4.0 miles out they would not get any better country to go to. and if they go in the direction
, of Silverton they only find the same class of country. On the last occasion when Caiedonian sports were

2 Oct, 189G. ]1C1(1 about 3,500 people went to Silverton Yesterday about 3,000 people went out to tho rccrcatiou
. ground, and 2,000 of them went by the tramway. The price of the tickets was Is. return, and tho price

io Silverton is 2s. return—that proves an attraction to alarge number of people. Judging by these facts, 
there is no doubt that a large number of people would avail themselves of the advantage of a railway to 
Menindie.
3592. lie you think they would leave the recreation ground to go to Menindie? Yes; it is within an 
easy distance—70 miles.
3593. But is there not plenty of dust there ? Yes; but dust is much better than smoke. There are
many spots between here and Menindie which, with a railway, could easily he made very nice places, and 
the people here would largely avail themselves of them. Speaking as an undertaker, 1 know that a 
a large number of people die here for want of fresh air. I know it would hurt my business if you built 
a railway, but at the same time it would bring more population. The fact which affects mo principally is 
that I have to breathe the same atmosphere.
3591. Bo you think tbe construction of a railway from Menindie to Broken Hill would be the means of 

• inducing business people to build dwelling-houses along the line? Yes.
3595. Do you think they would prefer to go to some distance from the town? Yes.
3596. Are there any such places along the other line towards Cockburn ? The Silverton Tramway rates 
are very excessive. There is a class of people in Broken Hill doing business who could live 35 miles out.
3597. You think that by constructing a dam on the Barling Kiver, so as to keep Menindie and Speculation 
Lakes filled with water, that part of the country would become a favoured resort for tho people of this 
town, and also a great producing district, which would he greatly to the advantage of Broken Hill? Yes, 
and it would create another class of people who would combine two occupations. It would enable people 
with families to take up a large area of land on the river Barling. They could come in here at 
stated periods of the year to work in the mines; they could devote the rest of their time in improving 
their homesteads; their families would be producing something on the land. Everything that people cat 
or drink here has to bo purchased at a high price. We cannot keep a goat or a cow here.
3598. Is there not regular employment at the mines ? Yo, it fluctuates ; then men get bad through lead
poisoning very often. If we had a railway, instead of those men working on until they arc taken to the 
cemetery they would probably go out to Menindie and recuperate. _
3599. What is the death-rate here ? Naturally, this climate is a splendid one, and if it were not for the 
fact that men get full of lead the death-rate would compare favourably with other places.

Mr. William Maiden, grarier, Menindie, sworn, and further examined:—
Mr. 3G00. Cfia/rmrm.] Have you hoard Mr. Hyde’s evidence with regard to the supply of timber in this 

W. Maidnn. neighbourhood ? Yes; and I think he has made a mistake with regard to the area of timber country
----- — available south-wmat of Cockburn. I know the country he refers to ; it is within 25 miles of Cockburn.

2 Oct., 1896. fpperc is aome mallee, but it is down the lino some distance. The supply to bo obtained at a reasonable 
distance below Cockburn would be very limited in extent, and it does not compare in any way with the 
supply on the Menindie side. The supply there would only last a short time.

Mr. Charles Counsell, shorthand-writer and accountant, Broken Hill, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. 3G01. Cfmrman.'] What is your occupation ? Shorthand-writer and accountant, resident at Broken Hill. 

C. Counsel]. :]G02. How long have you been hero? Two years. ^
/ ^ 3603. Bid you prepare the pamphlet which has been referred to by his Worship the Mayor in his

2 Oct., 1896, eyidencc? Yes.
3601. Mr. Hassal!.] I’rom what data did you prepare this pamphlet? 1 had personal interviews with 
several individuals who gave me information. _
3605. You got information from various sources ? Yes ; as far as Menindie was concerned, Mr. Maiden
gave mo information; I got other information from data supplied to me by Mr. Haddocks and other 
gentlemen. J had to draw out a report from the best information I could get, and it was much longer 
than what appears in print. _ _
3606. The first practical reason embodied in the report is that the level nature of the country would enable 
a line of railway to be made at a reasonable cost ? Yes; I got that fact from the Parliamentary reports 
which have been published, and from reports of several engineers. The Government has obtained 
sufficient evidence on that point.
3607. The pamphlet says that the railway could be made very economically;—do you think it could be 
made for £2,600 per mile ? Brom what i have heard I think it could be constructed for much less.
3608. J see that you state the imports for 1894 from South Australia as being worth £524,483, and for 
1895, £541*,239 ; and the exports to South Australia for 1894, £1.959,030, and tor 1895, £1,917,354are 
those figures correct? They were furnished to me by Mr. Haddocks.
3609. Are the whole of the figures given here with regard to imports and exports correct, and can they bo 
verified by reference to official reports ? Yes; with the exception of the figures with regard to excur
sionists. I could not get that information from the Silverton Tramway Company, but I got some 
information with regard to previous years. I gave that approximately. I tried to get the figures in 
every case.
3610. With regard to vegetables, do you suppose that potatoes could be grown at Meuindie? I think 
they could if you had a water-supply.
3611. Bo you think they would grow there as well as in cooler climates? I think so, judging from tlic 
effects of igrigation in California.
3612. With regard to vegetables brought here from South Australia, aro they grown by means of the
natural rainfall or by irrigation ? 1 beiieve they are grown both ways.
3613. Have you had any experience in growing vegetables by means of irrigation? Yes; but only in an 
amateur sort of way,
3614. I suppose you have heard of the experiment at Mildura ? Yes. 3615.
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SGlu. Did that turn out to he a success? Chaftey Brothers were not so competent as they were believed 
to be, but 1 have no doubt irrigation cau be carried out successfully for the nation and tho individual, but 
people must get instruction about it.
:S6tO. Do you think you could induce people to settle iu Menindio district who' would have sufficient 
knowledge, experience, and capital to produce vegetables? I believe a line lot of men with means at 
their disposal could be found here who would take up small areas between here and Menindie.
13G17. And you say that the only thing that blocks thorn is tho want of railway communication? Yes, 
aud tho want of a sufficient amount of water. The land thoro is useless without a water supply. 'When I 
came hero I found out by inquiry that when men worked iu the mines for any length of time they lost 
energy from the effects of the lead.
ffffIS. Do you contend that tho construction of the railway would give miners an opportunity of varying 
their occupation ? Yes ; many of them would live 14 or 21 miles away.
3G1D. "Would not that be a question of water supply ? I mean they would have their residences out of 
town iu order to get rid of the bad atmosphere here.
3020. Is it not probable that smelting operations will cease in a short time at Broken Hill? Yes; but 
there will be lead poisoning under ground, A. man ought not to work more than six hours at that kind 
of labour. In tho Cumberland mines a man is not allowed to work unless he has a small plot of land 
which lie cultivates. The two occupations prevent him from becoming affected by the lead.
3G21. Do you think that the establishment of irrigation farms as a result of the construction of the 
proposed railway would result in one body of men working in tho mines during the time that another 
body of miners were working on their farms ? Yes.
3022. Are you aware that at present Lake Menindie is practically dry, so that it would be necessary to 
incur a certain amount of expenditure in order to conserve water there ? No doubt that is the case, but 
the locking of the Darling River would remedy that at all times.
3023. You give figures showing that thousands of pounds worth of food are imported to the district year by 
year;—do you think that the Government should make some effort to provide communication between 
here aud the river in order to give tho people an opportunity of growing these supplies in their own 
colony? Yes, The cost of living bore is very great. I am informed that the price of a 4-!b. loaf of 
bread at Adelaide at present is 5d., while here it is Sd. The charge on the Silverton tramway is in some 
cases more than the cost of the goods which are sent by it.

Mr.
C. Counsell.

2 Oct., 1896.

SATURDAY, 3 OCTOBER, 1896.
{The Sectional Committee met at the Council Chambers, Broken Hill, at 10 «.?».]

JUttstni: —
THOMAS THOMSON HIVING-, Esq., (Chairman).

The Hon. "William Joseihi Trickett. j John Lionel Regan. Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Mr. Charles Elcy, Traffic Manager, Silverton Tramway Company (Limited), Broken Hill, sworn, and
further examined :—

3624. Chairman.'] Do you produce returns showing the passenger traffic on your tramway ? Ves. I now Mr. C. Elcy. 
produce tho following figures showing the whole of the passenger traffic. The Sydney bookings for the A—“-v 
year ending 30th June, 1896, were:— “ 3 Oct., 1896.

To Sydney. From Sydney.
1st single ... ... 12 1st single ... ... 22
2nd single ... ... 18 2nd single ... 1G
1st return ... ... 22 1st return ... ... 56
2nd return ... ... ] 2 2nd return ... ... 10
1st excursion ... ... 52 1st excursion ... ... 52
2nd excursion ... 6

122 156
The Melbourne and Broken Hill bookings for years ending 30th Juno, 1S9G, were:—

To Melbourne.
1st single ‘ ... 27

From Melbournei
1st single ... ... 31

2nd single 56 2nd single ... ... 39
1 st return 52 1st return ... ... 114
2nd return 62 2nd return ... ... 28
1st excursion 30 1st excursion ... ... 12
2nd excursion 94 2nd excursion ... ... 6

32 L 230
The South Australian and Broken Hill bookings for year ending 30 June, 1696, were:—

To South Australia, From South Australia.
Singles Returns, Singles. Returns.

4.721 5,476 4,401 3,790
Less Victoria and N.S.W. 113 165 Less Victoria and N.S.W. 108 139

4,608 5.311* ' 4,293 3,651*
0 No. of tickets issued ; double to find No. of passengers.

Bares
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Mr. 0. Eloy. J'ares Broken Hill to Melbourne. Single—1st, £6 13s. Od ; 2nd, £4 Is. 3d. Return—1st,
' n £0 19s. 6d.; 2nd, £6 Is. 9d. .
3 Oct., 1896, Broken Hill to Sydney. Single—1st, £S los. Od.; 2nd, £5 15s. 6d. Return—1st, £13 2s. 6d.; 

‘ 2nd, £3 13s. 3d.
Cook’s escursion fares are: Broken Hill to Melbourne. 1st Return, £4 18s. Od.; 2nd Return, 

£3 Is. 3d. Broken Hill to Sydney. 1st Return, £7 18s. Od.; 2nd Return, £5 Is. 3d.
3625. Mr. Trickctt.~\ Are the cheap excursions largely availed of ? Tcs, very largely, In addition to 
theso, we are now arrauging to run cheap excursion trains to Adelaide at £1 10s. first-class, and £1 
second-class return. 1 find that I cannot get a balance-sheet as there is not one in the office, hut you 
could get one at the Melbourne office. I also promised to get the rates by steamer from Port Piric and 
Port Adelaide to Sydney, but I find I cannot get them here.
3626. Chairman.You do not issue tickets in conjunction with the steamers, but only with the railway? 
Yes, that is all.

. S' Mr. Oswald Septimus Haddocks, Sub-collector of Customs for kVillyama, sworn, and furlher examined :
3627. Chairman.] Ho you produce statistics showing the imports and exports to and from Broken Hill 

3 Oct., 1896. duriug a series of years ? Yes, they arc as follows:—
COMPAliATlVE Ketobn showing principal Items, Quantities, and Values of Goods imported from South Australia.

Article.
1893.

Quantities. Value.

Alkalies—Soda (caustic), 2,110 cut.
£

1,421
crystals, and silicates, &c. 

Apparel (wcarinp)—Hats 1,685 pkgs 23,775
and caps, silks.

Dynamite .................... 227,950 lb. 20,180
Powder, blast .................. 823,362 „ 7,072
Beer, in bottle................ 25,520 gak. 6,081
Boots and skoet ........... 207 pkgs ,3,176
Butter ............................ 371,495 lb. 12,583
Candles ........................ 355,224 „ 7,421
Coal ................................ 22 tons. 16
Gold coin......................... 27 boxes 122.000
Coke.............................. Cl,869 tons. 64,, 689
Drapery ......................... 1,159 pkgs. 23,206
Eggs................................ 349,352 doz. 10,121
Fish, fresh .....................

„ preserved ..............
1,589 pkgs. 1,013

122,946 lb. 3,153
Flour ............................. 3,109 tons. 26.917
Fruits, dried ................. 220,044 lb. 2,506

» green .................. 28,635 pkgs. 14,253
Bran................................ 179,349 bshl. 7,415
Oats ................................ 15,028 „ 2,127
"Wheat............................. 9,191 „ 1,426
Hardware .................... 4,437 pkgs. 10,384
Hay and chaff.................. 5,465 tons. 13,971
Iron—Bar, rod, and plate 414 „ 6,047
Iron pipes ..................... 177 2,564
Iron castings ................. 208 ., 4,215
Iron—Galvanised, sheet, 178 „ 3,308

and bar. ' 1
Jams aDcl iellies .............. 158 117 lb. 2,620
Machinery ..................... 2,2011 pkgs 33.726
Malt................................ 13,511 bshl 4,112
Milk, preserved .............. 294,239 lb. 7,103

„ frosh ..................... 50,079 gals. 2,628
Potatoes ......................... 1,894- tone 8,408
Bftilwav plant.................. 471 „ 12,129
Salt in bags.................... 831 „ 1,136
Sugar, raw ..................... 1,029 „ 22,218
Tea ................................. 229,323 lb. 10,784
Timber, rough................. 19,442,471 ft. 121,969
Timber, dressed .............. 205.717 „ ' 1,985
Tobacco and cigars, &e. ... 56,817 lb. 6,805
Vegetables, green .......... 26,8-52 pkgs. 9,140

Total value of South Australian 756,422
importfe. i*———

Total duty collected ....................... , f08,700 a u

1894.
1

Quantities. Value.

1895.

Quantities. j Value.

1896 (half-year).

Quantities. | Value

£ £ j £
9,168 cwt. 4,151 14,091 cwt. 4,724 5,409 cwt. | 3,116

1,326 pkgs. 17,634 1,407 pkgs. 22,820 1,020 pkgs.. 15,263

169,850 lb. 15,596 138,000 Ib. 12,813 108,300 lb. 9,533
447,560 ., 9,213 205,750 „ 4,380 83,544 „ 1 2,286

17.899 gals. 3,684 22,918 gals. 4.312 12,600 gals. 2,904
216 pkgs 2,280 242 pkgs. 2,784 142 pkgs.l 1,599

335t67l ib. 10,917 335,589 lb. 19,011 211,4181b. J 9,996
269,143 „ 5,210 202,830 „ 5,202 205,335 „ 4,007

40 tons 50 229 tons . 290
4 boxes 14,500 0 boxes 26,000 12 boxes 22,000

47,571 tens. 30,373 42,402 tons 20,592 20,4-13 tons , 64,201
1,157 pkgs 24,375 1,325 pkus. 27,533 70fi pkgs.l 14,909

334,030 doz. 8,195 333,033 doz. 7,695 SP/J53 doz. | 3,833
993 pkgs. 974 R0-> pkgs. 634 703 pkgs.l 76 L

103,428 lb. 2,552 107,313 lb. 2,033 67,031 lb. 1,791
2.804 tons. 1 19,789 2,931 tons 21,595 1,382 tons | 14,570

192,477 lb. 1,815 244,004 lb. 2,54! 101,307 lb. | 1,130
25,102 pkgs 10,541 20,320 pkffB. 11,501 20,651 pkgs.l 8,900

195,975 bsliL 6,5liS 269,248 bshl. 9,958 110,550 lb. 
4,126 „ I

6,149
11,415 „ 1,406 10.170 bshl. 1,893 675
11,421 „ 1,308 12,686 1,578 4,808 ,, '

689 pkgs|
1,151

2,165 pkgs. 7,486 2,895 pkgs. 9,527 3,047
6,245 tons. 13,840 8,478 tons 20,458 3,734 tons. 10,830

371 „ 3,714 429 ., 4,517 2,9.43
03 1,014 154 „ 2,071 64 1,873
58 „ 1,429 2L „ 377 45 » 1,096
76 ,, t ,383 124 „ 2,195 30 „ 1 748

124,910 lb. 2,041 98,178 lb. 1,546 200,706 lb. | 3,025
1,815 pltfis. 13,718 4,384 pkgs 17,474 2,003 pkgs. 24,213

15,093 bshl 5,314 10,818 b'hl. 3,508 bshl. 3,030
3,428213,925 lb. 5,139 224.078 lb. 5,270

3,650
116,142 lb. |

61 >870 giiita. 3,130 69,503 gals. 28,003 gals | 1,443
J ,785 tons 7,113 1,787 tons 5,821 B75 tons j 5,153

228 tns. &207 pk. 2,944 15Gtne.&£9Gpk. 2,078 3lGlris.&403pk. 8,149
1,753 tons 2,149 4,128 tons 5,826 2,223 tons 4,312

972 „ 20,127 1,067 18,355 450 „ 8,974
2I2.8L0 lb. 9,100 138,356 lb. 8.628 89,309 lb. 3,787

17,524,942 ft. 104.727 13,280,171 ft. 
10-1,058

77,932
999

3,727,432 it. 29,070
77,831 „ 730 66,418 „ ' 831
47,545 lb. 5,685 57.911 lb. 7.152 24,785 In. j 3,124
19,921 pkgs. 7,750

522,483

24,519 pkgs.

.................

6.045

544.239

7,337 pkgs | 4,175

410,261

.................. j£S3,949 4 it ........................ T8S.87; 4 S ................ (£2G|S9l 7

Imports from Queensland.

Wool, greasy .................
Wool, washed..................

569,752 lb. 
388,051 „

14,211
14,542
44,174

72,927

416,785 lb. 
140,652 „

10,410
5,273

24,SU0

40,183

317,083 ib. 
123,434 „

8,184
4.033

23,108

250,906 lb. | 7,090
32,088 „ 1,280

...................................... 7,712

Total value of imports from Queens
land. .................

35,985 .................  | 10,082
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CoitEAKATivB Betubn of Bo-jnlrodueed G-oode from Sydney.

Article.
1893. 1894. 1895. 1895 (half-year).

Quantities. Vs'iluo. Quantities. Value. Qnantitifep Value. Quantities, Value.

Biscuits ......................... 61,328 lb.
£

1,057 52,935 lb.
£

1,480 65,100 lb.
£

1,975 26,975 lb.
£
904

Boots and Shoes.............. 703 pkgs. 23,543 572 pkgs. 19,910 692 pkgs. 20,053 256 pkgs. 8,956
1,726Butter ............................. 268,906 lb. 10,104 270,156 Ib. 10,226 140,028 lb. 4,692 41,712 lb.

Caudles............................. 47,210 „ 1,198 53,909 „ 1,292 63,097 „ 1,372 29,289 „ 
38,176 „ 
27,339 tons

629
Cheese ............................. 158,019 ,, 

34,930 Ions
2 435 130,007 ., 

44,939 tons
2,019

22,470
91,990 „ 
42,843 tons

1 775 861
Coal................................. 17^64 21,442 13,669
Coke............................. 10,712 „ 15,089 22,728 31,819 12,849 „ 12,849 Nil. Nil.
Confectioncrv................. 30,912 lb. 1,059 62,710 lb. 1,830 72,132 lb. 2,645 41,806 lb. 1,335
Draper j, apparel, Ac........ 730 itkea. 30,084 735 ukes 29,042 580 likes. 22,026 274 pkgs. 12,457
Fruits. Breen ___ . . 6.190 1,985 8,76!) „ 3,033 3,377 ., 1,422 319 „ 127
Jitros und jollies............. 198,163 lb. 3,374 229,075 lb. 3,978 234,197 lb. 3,737 61,224 lb. 844
Machinery ..................... 461 pkgs. 322 pkgs. 2,707 , 928 pkgs. 3,219 167 pkgs. 459
Bacon and limns. ............. 272,757 lb. 5,951 203,764 lb. 4,029 168,578 lb. 3,265 81,044 lb. 1,940
Telegraph material.......... 119 pkgs. 2,359 155 pkgs. 1,737 168 pkgs. 687 30 pkgs. 237
Tobacco, cigars, &e........... 31,683 lb. 6,247 29,482 lb. 4,620 30,976 lb, 4,392 10,351 lb. 1,703

Total value of goods 
South Australia.

re-introduced via 139,455 150,342 117,413 53,167

CosiPAiiATivE EiiTi'Hsa showing Qunntities and Values of Goods exported to South Australia.

1893.
Article.

Quantities.

Com, gold.........................
Copper ore and matte ...
Live stool: .....................
itrachineiy .....................
Silver ore ........................
Silver lead bullion ..........
Silver ingots .................
Skins.................................
Tallow .............................
Wool, greasy .................
Wool, scoured.................
Wool, greasy, Queensland 
Wool, scoured, Q ucensland

8 boxes 
601 tons

J 21 phgs. 
KiS.OOO tons 
58,068 „ 

3-13,770 oz- 
IO,8 Li pkgs.

2S0 tons 
11.114 bales 

■vl'17 ,, 
1,510 „ 
1,600

Value.

£
40.000 

5,905 
[ 106,762 

1,105 
024,200 

2,003,562 
51,457 
16,72:1 
4,720 

106,435 
33,466 

i 14,211 
14,542

Total exports to South Australia 
Total exports to Queensland. . .

13,327,746
1,268

3.329 013

Total value produce of the Colony ......... 3,200,818
Total value, foreign ...............................  126,927
Excess of exports over imports from Souths,571,323 

Australia,
Excess of imports over exports to Qucens-i 71,659 

land. I

1894. 1895. 1896 (half-year).

Qunntities, Value, Quantities. Value. Quantities. Value.

£ £ £

269 tons 1,173 1,027 tone 21,342 399 tons 9,085
85,392

2,831
70,198

716
8,620

770 pkgs. 105 pkgs. 81 pkgs. '400
137,385 tons 644,896 189,1.33 tons 587,255 125,898 tons 426,291
42,509 

611,090 o::.
1,543,038

61,194
16,570

29,684 „ 
472,449 ox. 

11,948 pkgs.

959,562
57,801
19,730

10,262 „ 401,432

10,391 pkgs. 5,086 pkgs. 6,561
420 tons 8,203 300 tons 4,737 76 tons 1,165

10,503 bales 99,835 14,823 bales 146.001 1,121 bales 11,379
2,437 „ 23,234 7,252 „ 73,732 1,696 „ 18,135
1,051 „ 10,410 826 „ 8,184 709 „ 7,090

526 „ 5,273 476 „ 4,0J3 128 „ 1,280

2,510,542
1,502

1,959,030
1,950

893,770
194

2,512,104 1,960,980 893,964

2,431,545
78,997

1,038,039

38,921

1,917,243
41,785

1,414,791

34,035

........... 873,993
19,971

483,703

15,838

3G2S. Do tliosc figures give a fair idea of the trade that passes over the border ? Yes.
;3629. This gives a comparative return of all the goods ? Yes, for 1803, ISO!', 1805, and six months of 1806.

Mr. Albert Alfred Brice, auctioneer, Broken Hill, sworn, and examined:—
3630. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? Auctioneer. Mr.
3631. Are you engaged in the import of goods to Broken Hill? Yes, produce, fruit, and various other things. A. A. Brice.
3632. Mr. Trickcft.] What kind of produce do you deal in? Butter, eggs, bacon, cheese, (ehaff, to a certain •'
extent, but not much), potatoes, onions, fruit, vegetables, and flour. 1 am a general produce merchant. ® t®9®-
3633. Where does the bulk of your produce come from ? Soutli Australia.
3631. lYmn Adelaide or intermediate ports ? From all parts of South Australia. We also get produce 
from Melbourne, Tasmania, and Sydney.
3635. What do you get; from Sydney ? Butter, cheese, and bacon, that is about all,
3636. Seeing that Victoria is such a largo producing centre for that kind of goods, how is it that you deal 
with Sydney ? Wo do not at present, we only deal with Sydney when we cannot get supplied from the 
nearer colonies at a satisfactory pries.
3637. You get your goods from South Australia when you are able to do so, that being the nearest place; 
when you cannot get them there you get them from Melbourne, and when you cannot get them there, you 
get them from Sydney which is a kind of last resort ? Yes.
3638. If a railway were constructed from Condobolin to Broken Hill, would that help the Broken Hill 
people in any way with regard to the commodities in which they deal, seeing that the distance by rail 
would be rather long? . It might be a benefit with regard to fruit, but of course it is very difficult to say.
I n produce everything depends upon the way in which the railway managers handle it, for instance, cream 
is nearly all spoiled on the railway. If it were handled properly by means of cool cars it could be brought 
here fresh, and the properties of the cream would not be spoilt.
3639. In the ease of perishable products of that kind, would not they also be brought from the nearest
possible point ? Yes, we get them from as near as Cocltburn, and as far as Port Pirie, and sometimes as 
far as Tarlec on the southern line. 36dO.
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3640. What is the volume of your business duriug the year? Approximately about 10,000 lbs. of butler 
are used per week all the year round; about 5,000 do Ken eggs per week all the year round: X ton of 
bacon and 1 ton of cheese per week ; fruit and vegetables are classed together, and it is very difficult to 
divide them. About 50 tons per week aroused. Thatis the total consumption of these articles in this place.
3641. Have you any data to go upon with regard to these figures ? Yes : that is as nearly correct as 1 
can give them. We have always been handling these articles for the last nine years.
3642. According to your figures, about 260,000 dozen eggs are used in Broken Hill in tbe course of a 
year? Tea,
3643. In the returns submitted to tbe Committee in a pamphlet it is stated that the consumption of eggs 
here in 1894 amounts to 334,000 dozen, and in 1895 to 417,000 dozen ;—do you think that those figures 
are an exaggeration ? Yes.
3644. "Were you connected with the Committee which drew up that report ? Yo ; I had nothing to do with it.
3645. Were you consulted in any way with regard to the figures ? Ho.
3646. AVith regard to one item to which 1 directed your attention, does there not seem to be considerable 
exaggeration ? Yes; but I have not over-estimated.
3647. Coming to the question of getting goods to Broken Hill, is tbe present system of transit by the South 
Australian railway and the Silverton tramway satisfactory ? There is no other means of getting them, and 
they come as quickly as possible.
3648. AVhat is your opinion with regard to the charges? I think they are about fair, consistent with 
properly carrying out the business. I know they go to a great deal of trouble in providing cool cars for 
butter without extra charge.
3649. They do the best they can to get the goods here in a proper condition ? Yes. To bring butter from 
Port Adelaide to Broken Hill costs about fd. per lb. To get it from Sydney to Port Adelaide costs about 
id. per lb., and rather less sometimes.
3650. With regard to the goods that you deal in, how do the prices fo the consumer compare with the 
prices in Adelaide and Afelbourne? Huring one part of the year the prices are controlled by a sot of 
circumstances wholly different to those wdiich prevail in another part of the year. At one time prices 
in Adelaide would be cheaper than here; at another season of the year Adelaide prices would be 
considerably higher. Here we have the benefit of two markets. If prices in Adelaide arc cheaper, we 
get' our goods there ; if Alelboure prices are lower, the goods come from there.
3651. Therefore, with regard to the cost of living, the people hero would not benefit much by tbe 
proposed railway? They would if it promoted cultivation on the Darling Itivcr. 'There would then be 
a considerable saving, because, at present, a large amount of goods perish during the long carriage.
3652. Are you of opinion that a railway from here, in the direction of Menindic, would develop the 
production of articles for local consumption ? If the soil is suitable, as 1 am told it is, there would be 
a great inducement for people to undertake tbe growth of produce,
3053. That would develop the establishment of an agricultural population in that part of the country ? 
Yes; there would be population there, alright.
3654. AVhat other rates have you to pay for bringing up produce ? Everything that is sold by the 
pound is just about the same. It is all of the same class.
3655. Do you import under a truck rate as well as a special carrying rate ? Yes ; the bulk of the goods 
comes up by truck.
3656. AVe have it in evidence that the Silverton tramway people and the railway people have made 
some fresh arrangement with the mining companies to carry iheir requirements at a reduced rate after 
1st January, 1897;—is there any movement by the company in favour of such goods as yon import? I 
have not heard anything about it.
3657. Do you not pay rather a high rate for the carriage of your goods? Yes, it costs a great deal; 
Id. or fd. per lb. amounts to a great deal of money. I suppose about £7 per ton.
3658. It appears that the reason for this new arrangement with the mining companies is because the 
mining people have asked for it;—have you and the other carrying agents made any representation that the 
tramway and railway should carry commodities required for the town more cheaply than they do now ? 
Hot recently.
3659. AVhen have you done so ? AVo have asked for concessions on various occasions.
3660. Have you been able to obtain them? Yes ; they generally try to meet us.
3661. Do you consider tbe present charges fair and reasonable? In order to answer that question you 
would really want to know the whole expenses of working the railway and tramway. One penny per lb. 
is fair and reasonable, while they do not get too much profit.
3662. I do not mean with regard to the dividends of the company, but fair and reasonable with regard to 
what the consumer of the articles has to pay? Considering the great distance the articles have to come, 
1 do not see that there could be much alteration.
3663. Yon say you get a certain class of goods from Melbourne;—do you know what the charges are from 
Melbourne to Adelaide, Adelaide to the border, and the border to Broken Hill ? Ho; tiie cost of getting 
goods from Melbourne to Adelaide is about -]d. per Ib. The cost from Adelaide to Broken Hill is yd. per 
lb., but I could not state what is the charge proportionately from Coekburn to Broken Hill.
3664. Is not this the way—the charge for bringing goods from Adelaide to Broken Hill is very much out 
of proportion to the charge for bringing goods from Melbourne to Adelaide? They go by water from 
Melbourne to Adelaide.
3665. By railway, would it be as much in proportion ? Yes; from Melbourne to Adelaide is a longer 
distance. AVe have not had much by rail, but 1 think that for some which we had by rail tbe cost was 
just about the same from Melbourne to Adelaide as from Adelaide to Broken Hill.
3666. As an agent, an intermediary between tbe producers and the public of Broken Hill, do you think 
that this proposed railway is desirable and is likely to benefit the people you deal with and the public, of 
Broken Hill ? Yes ; I should say it would benefit them very decidedly. AVe should then be able to get 
away for a change in summer time at much less expense than we do at present.
3667. Would the passenger traffic ho largely benefited by your being able to get away at reasonable fares ? 
Yes ; if tbe accommodation on tbe river at Meuindie is good enough to encourage anyone to go there, and 
if they can get there cheaply—in fact, if they can get to any place where they can see trees and water 
and have some change. The majority of the people here get very little change. As far as the people

’ working
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working in the mines are concerned, it would bo a very great benefit to them to be able to get away to the Mr. 
river. I should estimate that the traffic in that respect would be very large. A. A. Bnce.
3G6S. Do you only speak from the local point of view, and not with reference to the through railway to 
Sydney ? I am speaking from the local point of view. 3 Oct., 1896.
3G69. You think that the railway will be the means of developing the country within a reasonable distance 
of Broken Hill, where there is a water supply ? Yes.
3670. You say that at Menindie, the soil being suitable, and there being water, produce could be grown 
to meet ,the requirements of Broken Hill;—can you tell us the nearest point in South Australia where 
the same articles could bo grown to meet the necessities of Broken Hill r1 There is little or nothing on 
this side of Petersburg, which is about 180 miles from here.
3671. Would it ho a considerable advantage to get a local supply ? Yes. Petersburg could not supply 
much produce; hut there are good producing districts further away.

Mr. Francis "Whysail, post and telegraph master, Broken Hill, sworn, and examined:—
3672. Chairman.'] Are you post and telegraph master at Broken HiUf Yes.
3673. Do you produce figures showing the rainfall for a number of years and the business transacted in 
the Postal and Telegraph Department ? Yes; the following arc the returns:—

Broken JIM Rainfall.

Year. No of wet days, Kiujifall (points).

18S8 (from 1st May) ................................................ 21 177
18S9 .............................................................................. 59 1,643
1890 .............................................................................. 46 1,210
1891 .............................................................................. 55 037
1892 .......................................................................... 61 1,175
1893 ....................................................... , , 49 9S5
1894 .......................................................................... 59 1,235
1895 .............................................................................. 42 718
1896 (to 30th September) ............................................ 45 488

Total..................... 8,568

Annual nicruge ... 10 18

Mr.
F. Whysall.

Oct., 1896.

Telephone Exchange.
A Telephone Excliunge was established at Broken Hill on 2nd March, 1S9I, nitb thirty eubscrihers. The number of 

subscriber? at present is 147, and there are twenty (20) others waiting to bo connected. rlhe inaintenance and rents collected 
during the lust twelve months was, approximately, £950.

Telegram r. ■
_ The number of telegrams transmitted during the twelve months ending 30tb June, 1S9C, was 46,359, the revenue 

derived therefrom being £3,796 16s. 9d. The number of telegrams issued during the same period was, approximately, 10 per 
cent, more than those transmitted.

The following is a statement of (be business done in the Post Office, Money Order Office, and Government Savings 
Bank during the years 1894-1895, and from 1st January to 30th September, 1896 :—

1391.

No. of Money Orders issued .............................
Value of Money Orders issued .........................
No. of Money Orders paid .................................
Value of Money Orders paid .............................
No. of Savings Bunk deposits ................ ..........
Value of Savings Bank deposits .........................
No. of Savings Hank withdrawals .....................
Value of Savings Bank withdrawals .................
No of Postal N oles sold ...................................
Value of Postal Notes sold .................................
No. of Postal Notes paid....................................
Value of Postal Notes paid ................................
Postage Stamps sold............................................
Duty Stamps sold................................................
Commission on Money Orders............................
Private Box fees ................................................
Private Bag fees ..............................................
Parcels despatched ............................................
Parcels received...................................................
Letters registered ................................................
Ordinary Letters posted ....................................

10,149 
£31,064 

2,963 
£11,122 

10,600 
£70,203 

2,907 
£59,202 

6,443 
£2,734 

1,705 
£628 

£4,905 
£184 
£481 
£135 
£35 14s. 

5,797 
5,909 

12,154 
38 t,b32

1385,

9,196
£29,453 18s. Id. 

3,397
£14,988 Z5s. lid. 

8,987
£60,185 4s.

3,340
£57,33] 6s. 3d. 

9,481
£3,942 9s lOd.

2,147 
£714 16s. lid. 
£4,600 !

£182 '
£418 12e. !
£120 4s. 9d. 1

£31 10s. |
6,860 i
6,959 ,

12,922 ,
324,000

189ti (1st January to 30tti 
September)

8,289
£28,879 11s. 

2,911
£13,833 16s. lid. 

7,243
£48,013 Is. lOd. 

2,504
£48,351 3s. lid. 

8,796
£4,244 10s. 7d. 

1,890
£712 Is. 7d. 

£3,817 10s, 
£167 
£371 15s, 

£115 Us. 6d. 
£31 10s. 

6,085 
6,223 
9,359 

308,421

it will be noticed that the figures for the nine months ended 30th September this year in some instances almost equal 
those for the full previous year. When the extra three mouths’ totals are added a decided increase all round will be 
apparent.

Mr. .Tamos Borneth Gluyas, general manager, South Silver-mining Company, Broken Hill, sworn, ami
examined

3074. Chairman.] AVTiat is your occupation ? 1 am general manager of the South Silver-mining Company, Mr.
Mr. Fcgan.] How many men are employed in your mine f ;J73, all told. n J. B Gluyas.

3676. How many extracting ore ? 230.
3677. How Jong have you been carrying on operations P About seven years. 3 Oct., 1896.
3678. What is the area of your block? There are four 40-acre blocks—160 acres in all.

286 (a)—B 3679.
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36?9. What is the principal product of your mine '? Sulphide ore.
3680. Do you use a large quantity of timber? Yes. _
8681. Where do you get your timber from ? We use 10 by 10 Oregon pine.
3682. How much a foot do you pay? Sixteen shillings per hundred feet.
3683. Does it come from Port Pirie ? Yes.
3684. Is there a contract for it? Yes; Stenhouse supplies it at so much per 100 feet. _ _
36S5. Do you send a great quantity of your ore away ? Yes, all the concentrates, some to Port Pirie and 
some to Port Adelaide. _
3686. What is the freight to Port Pirie ? Niue shillings from Cockburn to Port Pirie.
3687. How much from Adelaide to Broken Hill ? Pleven shillings and sixpence from Cockburn.
3688. Do you get up anything else besides timber ? Machinery, coal and fuel.
3689. But does 9s. per ton clear you from Port Pirie here ? That is all fixed in our Melbourne office.
3690. Do you not know what prices you pay ? We have nothing to do with the freight; it is paid for
yearly by the company.
3691. What is the freight from Broken Hill to Cockburn ? Ido not know. _
3692. I suppose you do not care about giving evidence ? Ido not care about it, of course.
3693. How mucli coal do you use ? About 65 tons per week. _
3694. How much per ton does it cost you? The figures arc as follows:—Coal for 12 months ending 
30 .Tune, 1896, 3,278 tons ; value, including carriage, £6,683 16s. Coal for 3 months ending 26 September, 
1896, 1,011 tons; value, including carriage, £2,072 11s. Firewood for 12 months ending 30 June, 1896, 
118 tons; value, £77.
3695. How much did the coal cost you per ton ? Some of it cost on an average 41s. We have had 
different contract rates. There has since been a reduction in the railway carriage.
3696. What areas are you working ? Blocks 7 and 8, an area of 88 acres.
3697. What is the depth of your mine ? 825 feet; that is the lowest level.
3698. Have you proved to any greater depth? No.
3699. Have you any idea if it is as good as at the present level ? It is supposed to be, hut I cannot see
through the ground. _
3700. You are in the position of manager of the mine, and ought you not to have knowledge, to a certain 
extent, as to what is below ;—do you say that it is as good as far as you know ? Yes ; a little better, if 
any tiling.
3701. How much ore do you raise daily ? 1,300 tons of crude ore per week. Tbo following are statistics
with regard to the mine :—

Tons.
Crude ore raised for half-year ending 31st Decomber, 1895........................................................... 29,745
Crude ore raised for half-year ending 30th June, 1896 .................................................... ........ 29,951

Crude ore production for year ending 30th June, 1896 59,096

Concontmtes produced for above two half-year? f 9,716 
^ 9,424

39,140

Despatched for half-year ending 31st December, 1895 ................................................................... 10,949
Despatched for Italf-year ending 30th June, 1896............................................... .......................... 9,116

Despatched for above two half-years ............................................................... 20,065

Crude ore raised for 13 weeks ending 2Gth September, 1896 ....................................................... 17,158
Concentrates produced during same period .................................................................................. 5,804
Despatched ....................................................................................................................................... 5,018
Average number of men employed during year ending 30th June, 1896, 340.
Average now employed, about 375.
Carriage of ore—11-=. 6d. per ton Tort Adelaide, 9s. per ton to Port Pirie from Cockburn.

3702. Do you send your concentrates to Port Pirie? Yes, and to Port Adelaide.
3703. Do you send all of the ore away ? Yes. ,
3704. Have you entered into any agreement lately with the Silverton Tramway Company ? Not lately.
3705. Is it a fact that several companies have entered into a seven years’ agreement ? I do not know.
3706. Speaking for your own company, has such an agreement been entered into ? Ido not think so.
3707. If such were the case, would you not have been advised on the subject ? Very likely, but I do not 
recollect it.
3708. How much firewood do you use ? None at all now. _
3709. Do you generally use coal for steam ? Yes, and also for concentrating.
3710. Is coal cheaper than wood, or is it better for the work? Coal is cheaper than wood.
3711. What is the cost of wood ? Sixteen shillings or 17s. per ton ; L ton of coal is worth 2 tons or more

'of wood. j. ■ T -vr t
3712. In the long run, do you find coal cheaper, although you pay £2 per ton for it ? Yes ; we cannot
get wood very easily. _ .
3713. Have you heard anything about an agitation for a railway to connect Broken Hill with Sydney ? 
I have heard"it talked about several times, and 1 have seen about it in the newspapers,
3714. Have you any opinion on the subject? That would all depend on circumstances. _
3715. Do you think it advisable that a line should be constructed to connect Broken Hill with Sydney ?
If it would bring freight down it would be. . , ,
3716. Your idea is that if such a line were constructed it would be tiie means of inducing the South 

r Australian G-overnment and the Silverton Tramway Company to reduce rates ? Yes.
' 3717. Have you furnaces of your own at Port Adelaide and Port Pirie, or do you sell your concentrates ? 

We sell our concentrates; we have no furnaces working. -
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3718. 8o that if a buyer gives you a satisfactory price you sell? I used to send it through Withers & Co.
3719. So that the greater portion of your ore goes to London? Yes; in fact all of it. ' " "
concentrates.
3720. How long do you thiuk your mine at its present rate of ouiput will last? That is a matter which 
a man cannot tell; i should like to live as long as the mine will last. The mine ia alright; there is 
plenty of material there.
3721. The supply is almost unlimited ? I believe the mine is permanent.
3722. You believe that it will last sixty years? I would not say that. It would depend on the quality 
of the ore.

_ „ Mr.
that is the

3 Oct,, 1S9G,

3723. Do you believe that the quality of the ore is superior below the SOO-feet level ? It bas been in silver.
3724. Up to the present time, bow much ground have you worked out;—have you worked out half P 
!No ; about one-tenth part of it.
3725. How many years have you been wm’kiug it? I have been there seven years.
3726. Then, can we say the life of the mine is likely to be 100 years ? Yes, it it lasts as it looks now.
3727. Is that on the supposition that the mine for a certain depth lower down is as good as at the present 
time ? Yes.
3728. Have you ever any trouble in getting rid of your ore ? Uo; it is disposed of through Withers
& Co. ‘
3729. Do you get a ready market for all you are able to send? Yes.
3730. And for a long time to come, do you thiuk you will get the same market? Yes; 1 do not know 
why that should not be tho case.
3731. Have you a contract with Withers & Co. to send it there? Yes.
3732. Dor how long ? I think for three years.
3733. When was the contract signed ? It is now getting towards the end.
3734. Are you thinking of entering into the same contract again ? 1 do not know. I have only to do
with the management of the workings.
3735. Then you do not know exactly what the agreement is ? Uo, only that it is so much per ton.
3736. So that at present, if a railway were constructed and ready for work, you could not avail yourself 
of it even if the rates were cheaper ? I guess the company would as soon as their contract was up, hut - 
they could not do so until then.
3737. Have you any idea what proportion of the ore goes to Port Pirie and what proportion goes to 
Adelaide ? About one-third goes to Port Pirie. and the remainder to Port Adelaide.
3738. Who takes the Port Pirie material ? The same firm.
3739. So that that firm takes all your concentrates for a certain period ? Yes.
3740. Do you use any coke ? Very little, only for assaying purposes.

Mr. John Warren, mine manager, Elock 10 Mine, Broken Hill, sworn, and examined:—
3741. Chairman,'] What is your occupation ? Mine manager of Block 10.
3742. Mr. TIassaU.~\ How long have you known Broken Hill ? 1 was here in 1885 at the outset.
3743. How long have you been managing this mine? 8ix years last March.
3744. Can you give me any idea of tho mineral deposits on the main Broken Hill lode, or ihe size of it ? 3 Oct., 1896. 
11 varies considerably.
3745. What is the length of it? Something like 2 miles in length in continuous workings.
3740. What is tho average width of the lode? It varies considerably from a few inches up to hundreds 
of feet.
3747. With regard to your own mine—what is your area? 35 acres.
3748. Is the lode running right through ? It crosses the corner near the surface. The underlay is in 
the property.
3749. What is the depth of your deepest shaft ? 1.235 feet, reckoning the mouth of the first shaft from 
the top of the hill.
3750. Is that the deepest shaft on the field ? No ; the bottom of the shaft in the Broken Hill Extended 
is 200 feot below my 1,235 level.
3751. What ip the depth of tho lode there? It is small there ; the lode itself may be just as large, but
the ore body is contracted in that one place. ’ '
3752. As far as you have worked in the upper woikings, have you a well-defined hanging and foot wall?
The hanging wall is not defined—that is, it forms immense purses of ore which caused many people to 
form the idea that it wras a saddleback, but it is not.
3753. lias it every appearance of being of a permanent character? There is no doubt about that.
3754. Is the ore of payable quality ? 1'airly payable at the present time.
3755. What description of ore are you working? Sulphides of lead and ziuc.
3756. Is that the general quality of the ore ? Yes.
3757. At the bottom of the deep shaft, have you a well-defined body under foot ? The lode now is small.
Wre cut through the productive part, but in driving north 100 feet the body became larger than Ihe drive.
We have not proved the width of it there, but there is a prospect of iis opening out.
3758. faking into consideration you have gone down 1,200 feet, what body of ore liave you in sight ?
W7e have never formed any idea of its extent below the GOO-fcet level. "
3759. How deep have you worked out? W7e are working now down to 600 feet. Having run the shaft 
down to 1,200 ieet we thought that was depth enough to show the permanency of the lode. Then we 
adopted means to work the ground, and we are now working to a depth of 600 feet.
3760. Is there every prospect of there being many years profitable work judging by present appearances?
Tcs. “ ' “
3761. You cannot approximately estimate tbc life of the mine ? It would be nonsense to attempt it.
3762. How many hands do you employ ? At present, 434, all told.
3763. What amount of ore is raised weekly or yearly ? At present wo are raising two classes of ore— 
that is, we arc selling tho best grade sulphide direct on the ground, and that is Rent to Port Pirie at the 
rate of about 20,000 tons a year. That is the present rate of output.
3761. Will that he your average output for some considerable time ? That is only the crude ore.

Mr.
J. Warren.

3765.
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3765. Then what about the concentrates ? We arc sending concentrates away at the rate of 11,000 tons 
per annum.
3766. That is at the rate of 31,000 tons per annum, the whole of which is despatched from here to Port 
Pirie? Yes, with a few exceptions, the ore is sold on the ground, and we hare to send it wherever they 
get freight. The bulk of it goes to Port Pirie. "We sometimes send a parcel to Port Adelaide.
3767. Do you smelt the ore ? bTo, we have never done so.
3768. I presume you use a large amount of timber ? At the rate of about 1,300,000 feet superficial per 
annum.
3769. Is that timber loaded at Port Pirie and dispatched to Broken Hill ? Yes.
3770. Have you any idea as to what is the cost of conveyance ? 36s. per ton.
3771. Do you use much coal ? 6,772 tons per annum.
3772. What does that coal cost delivered at the mine ? About £2 per ton. The freight has been 
25s. 2d. from Port Pirie.
3773. The cost of conveyance from Port Pirie and the original cost bring it up to £2 per ton? Yes. 
There has been a reduction in that freight.
3774. And is there not to be a reduction from the beginning of next year ? Yes, to 18s, 6d., which will 
make a sensible difference,
3775. The rates you have mentioned are what you have been paying ? Yes.
3776. You do not require coke ? No, only a couple of tons per month. ■
3777. Do you use wood? No, all coal from Newcastle.
3778. What is the price of wood as compared with coal ? I think coal would he cheaper; I am so situated 
that it would he very awkward to get the wood in with teams. Another thing is the country is so dry 
that bark is objectionable at the mine.
3779. Would you prefer to carry on operations with coal as fuel in preference to wood, even if you could 
get wood at as reasonable a figure ? Yes.
3780. Have you heard of a proposal to construct a railway from Coudoboliu to Broken Hill ? Yes; it 
has been talked of here for some time past.
3781. Do you think there is any possibility of a railway constructed over 686 miles of country competing
with the existing means of conveyance ? I should he afraid to say so. I know what my own private 
opinion is. "
3782. Say that the truck rates would be id. per ton per mile for that distance, which would bring the cost 
of conveyance of ore by train from Broken Hill to Newcastle up to about £1 12s. 6d. per ton, do you 
think your company could afford to pay that price for carriage as compared with the present rates ? Not 
as long as we can get it done for about 13s. per ton.
3783. What is the cost of conveyance from here to Port Pirie ? Under the reduced rate it will he 13s. 
per ton.
3784. Will that be after the beginning of next year ? Yes.
3785. So that there will he no possible chance of the proposed railway, if that rate were charged, competing 
successfully for the carriage of ore from Broken Hill to Sydney? 1 should say no.
3786. Is it a positive fact that the companies here would not pay more than 10s. per ton extra for the 
conveyance of ore out of a feeling of patriotism ? No.
3787. The shareholders like dividends ? Yes ; and so does everybody else, 1 think.
3788. If a line of railway were constructed from hero to Menindie, giving you access to red gum timber 
on the Murray, and also hardwood which could be delivered here at about Ss. to 10s, per ton, would that 
induce you to use wood as fuel ? Cheapness would tempt people to take good solid firewood.
3789. Do you think red gum would be more suitable for mining purposes than Oregon pine ? The great 
difficulty with red gum timber is in cutting it up for use and placing it in position. It is too heavy.
3790. Do you find that Oregon from its lightness and durability is better ? There is not much durability 
about it, but it acts as a shield to protect the men because it all goes with this immense pressure,
3791. Would not red gum aland the pressure better? It would to a certain extent, but red gum is very 
short in the grain. It stands a positive vertical weight, and immense pressure.
3792. Would not Oregon be rather dangerous in the event of any very great pressure coming on it ? It
gives plenty of warning. *
3793. It splits before it goes ? Yes, I fill in half the timber. I use the timber as a shield for the 
protection of the men, and I fill the space with mullock. No timber in creation -would stand the pressure 
without being filled.
3794. Chairman^ At present the ore going from Broken Hill in one form or another finds its destination 
it may be in London or some other part of tho old world,—with the completion of the -works on the 
eastern seaboard, will the whole product at Broken Hill go to the eastern seaboard ? It would all depend 
on the price they are prepared to pay.
3795. Are they prepared to do exactly the same class of work at Newcastle and on Ihe south coast as is 
being carried out in the old world ? We scarcely know what they arc going to do. When they are 
prepared to pay a better price we wall send tho ore that way, and your railway will then have a better 
chance, but so long as we send these ores for despatch to England, they will not go round to Sydney or 
Newcastle.
3796. Jf?\ Ha$sall.~\ I suppose the position occupied by Block 10 is that you will sell your ore to anyone 
who will purchase it at a payable price ? We call for tenders, and we sell to the highest tenderer.
3797. It does not matter to you what is done afterwards, the probability is that if you get a better price 
you will send it to the east coast? Yes; I think there is a fair prospect of the bulk of these ores going 
to those works.
3798. In view of the very large amount of money which is being spent on the eastern seaboard in the 
erection of smelting works, is it not probable that the great bulk of the ore will be treated there? Yes, 
there is every prospect of that with the new process,
3799. I presume some of the parties interested in the mines are also interested in that venture, and being 
keen business men would not spend so much unless there was a fair prospect of being recouped ? I 
should say not.
3800. What is the freight from Port Pirie to the old country? I think it is about 28s. per ton.
3801. The freight is 5s. or 5s. 6d. per ton to Newcastle, therefore the gain in sending it to the east coast
would he 22s. 6d. per ton? I am not posted up in that. 3802.
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3802. "Wlio purchases the ore from you? TIarrold Brothers; they purchase twelve months output of j wr'en
concentrates, but the crude sulphides are sold at Sydney through Iluege & Co. for a continental company. ‘ ‘
3803. Mr. Trickeft.'] Mr. Howell led us to believe that the Bropriefary Mine alone would send 800.000 3 Qct. jgg^^
Ions of ore to the works on the eastern seaboard. That is to say, that if the Proprietary Mine were ’
worked to its fullest extent, it could produce 800,000 or 1,000,000 tons per year ? I know nothing about
tho capabilily of the works, hut it will depend upon the price they are prepared to give for these ores..
3804. Do yon think such a volume of ore could be produced here ? I should say so. It is only a question
of labour. _
3805. Has your company entered into any contract for the sale of ore for a certain period? Not to my 
knowledge; but wo have nothing to do with these final arrangements. 1 have had no intimation of that 
kind.

Mr. Nandolph Adams, general manager, Central Mine, Broken Hill, sworn, and examined.:—
3806. Chairman.-] What is your occupation ? I am manager for the Sulphide Corporation which owns p> Adams,
the Central Mine. I am general manager of the mine. ^
3807. How long have you been here ? Pour and a-half years. 3 Oct., 1590.
3808. What is the area of your mine ? A little over 37 acres.
3809. How many men do you employ ? About 380 or 400 men.
3810. What do you consider is a reasonable amount of ore for the mine to produce in a year? We have 
been producing about 50,000 tons of sulphide ore a year, that is crude ore, and preparations are being 
made by which the output will be very much increased, in fact, three times as much ; that is, we expect 
to produce 150,000 ions.
3811. Do you regard your mine as being permanent ? Yes, most certainly. _ _
3812. Has your company some connection u itb the Sulphide Corporation ? This mine is one branch of their 
business. We are establishing works at Cockle Creek, near Newcastle, for the treatment of sulphide ore.
3813. You are aware that a portion of the ore from Broken Hill now goes to the old world for treatment
■which is at present not possible in Australia ;—can you tell us whether the new works at Cockle Creek or 
similar works will be able to treat the ore in the same way as it is treated in the old country ? Yes, that 
is the intention. _
3814. What is the rate of freight from Port Pirie to London and other places on the continent? I do 
not know, because I have nothing to do with sea freights.
3815. Is it reasonable to suppose that in future crude ore will be treated outlie eastern seaboard ? Yes; 
works have been erected for that purpose. Perhaps a certain portion of the ore at the early start will 
not go in that direction ; that is, the high-lead products. It is quite possible they might be sold outright, 
hut the works are being put up on the eastern seaboard specially to treat the zinc products.
3816. What proportion of lead will there be ? Lead will bo produced with the zinc. The ore will be 
treated first for the extraction of zinc ; that will leave a smelting residue. They will also use a certain 
portion of the high-lead concentrates from Broken Hill to carry on the smelting works at Newcastle. _
3817. Do you think that the ore will he sent by railway to Sydney or by way of Port Pirie ? 3 think with
full operations going on here, and also at the works on the eastern seaboard, about three-fourths of the 
crude ore raised will bo shipped. I am speaking of The crude ore from the mine. _
381S. Will the operations of the company bo limited to your mine ? Certainly not. They will be 
purchasers from other mines, and will act as a smelting company. Three-fourths of the crude ore raised 
here is for shipment.
3819. Is it reasonable to suppose that three-fourths of the ore raised on this field will be treated on the
eastern seaboard? Yes. if the treatment results successfully all through. There are certain grades of 
ore with respect to which you could not take such a large proportion. I am allowing one-quarter for 
worthless material which could not be shipped from here. I consider that 3 ions out of every 4' tons 
can be utilised for final treatment. __
3820. Will the operations at Broken Hill be limited almost entirely to the getting of oro in the course of 
two or three years ? It will be confined to that, and also to the dressing of the ore for concentration,
I consider that it will continue to be done here. It appears clear enough to me that can be dope. There 
are large quantities of zinc products at present which arc not treated,
3821. How many tons of coal aro required to deal with a ton of ore in tbc whole of the process ? I do 
not know ; that entirely depends upon the special method adopted to treat the zinc ores.
3822. Take the concentrates first ? Tor mining alone we consume 50,000 tons of coal per annum ; that
is for motive power alone. We are putting up a concentrating plant hut it is not working yet.
3823. Would you bare any objection to use wood fuel, and would not the use of wood versus coal depend
upon the amount of motive power that you can get out of it? Yea, it entirely depends upon that. -
3824. Would it suit you to use wood just as well as coal if you could get as much power out of the wood 
as you do out of coal ? I should expect to get a little more out of the wood. I do uot say-that I would 
use it, but if I were going to use wood fuel I should want to get more out of the wood. It is not so 
easily handled as coal. Coal costs us approximately £2 a ton.
3825. In what proportion does wood compare with coal with regard to quantity ? About 2^ tons of wood 
are equal to 1 ton of coal by weight. We have paid £2 per ton for coal but it now costs about 33s. per 
ton laid down at the mine. Wood at 14s. a ton is approximately of the same value as coal, but we cannot 
get it at that price.
3826. If you could get wood at 12s. per ton would you use it? Certainly, If you can save 2s. per ton 
on every ton of coal, wood should certainly be used.
3827. If the price of wood sank below 12s. per ton you would use it ? If we could get it at 10s. per ton
we would use it; that is on tho assumption we could" not get coal any cheaper than at present.
3828. What hope have you of getting coal cheaper? We have only the hope that it has been getting 
cheaper for the last twelve months ; that has been the case in every contract, but I do not know if that 
has yet come to a stop.
3829. Mr. Fcgan.] Is there not a possibility of its getting dearer ? Yes, wc experienced that during tho 
strike.

3830.
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Q0 3°i Chairman.] At present, do you use Oregon timber? Yes, entirely.
the sets ^ d° y°U Pay f°r 0reg°n timbe1’ at Fi’0SeUt ? 16S' 6d' thid' inchldes the 1,ale r°r 

^ shaft-mouth, what is it worth? The price delivered at my works is IGs. 6d.
*32. At what price would you require to get red-gum in order to ‘induce you to use it instead of 
Oregon ? J would not want to use it at the same price. J do not think it is timber that is so well 
suited for the work.
3833. How much cheaper would you require to get it? There is a great difference in the character of 
the wood, and there would also be extra labour in handling it and getting it ready for mining work Tor 
instance, there m a great deal of work in preparing the timber by hand underground. It is a very 
dimcult thing for men to work by hand with hardwood.
3834. First of all, red-gum is not so suitable for your purposes, because it does not give warning of
danger as Oregon timber dees ? Yes ; that is n most important thing. -
3835. Leaving that out, and taking into consideration the cost of working, the hardness of the wood, and 
so on, how much cheaper per 100 feet would redgum require to be, compared with Oregon, to induce 
you to use it? That is a question which I can hardly answer.
3836. Would it require to be considerably cheaper ? Yes.
3837. Can you not put it in figures ? 1 think the extra labour which would be required would make it
ocoo a PGJreent^gel I* would have to be 10 or 15 per cent, cheaper than the other timber.
qoqo ^nd wou d lfc ™en “e doubtful whether you would use it ? I would not recommend it 
3839. A great deal of work has been done by open cut;-is that system likely to affect the amount of 
timber used ? No; that would not he the case with the sulphide ore, which is tho future ore. I think 
the open-cut system is simply doing away with the timber above where they were mining before, but it 
is not doing away with timber entirely. But in those upper portions of the workings there would not 
be a great deal of tunber, because they could not afford to put in timber and filling taking into con
sideration the class of ore. °
3840. Taking into consideration the contour of the hill, &c., what is the limit of the open cut? That is 
dependent on the nature of the lode.

y°ur idea of the limit of the open cut? I should think about 300 feet.
384*.. How deep down are the sulphide ores proved at Broken Hill ? About 1.400 feet 
3843 Therefore tlie saving of timber by the open-cut system can only apply to one-fifth of the opera
tions . it only applies to a large portion of the workings where timber would never be used even if the 
open-cut system were done with. It only applies to one-fifth of the workings, and it is not material in 
saving timber.
3844. Mr. Trickett.] In the return _ which has been placed before us, coke has been put down as a very large 
item of import; with all the ore being sent away for treatment, will not that be reduced to a minimum ? 
oo?-5 ™ere would be practically none of it used. I am speaking with regard to the Central Mine. 
oH-ln Would not that apply to all the mines ? Coke will only be brought here as lonfr as the oxidised 
smelting ores continue. ° '
3346. Do you think the main product of Broken Hill in future will ho the ore which will be raised ? Yes ■ 
and a portion which will have passed through a course of dressing, ’
3847. Will that be three-quarters of the ore raised? I am speaking of the operations of the Central 
Mine only. Ike balance of it will be made up of intermediate products. What I mean is that with tho 
lull operations going on the actual amount of ore raised will give about 73 per cent, for shipment If the 
complete oporatton is not carried out further than the extraction of tho lead it will vary from one-fourth 
to onc-tlnrd oi the crude ore—that is, leaving the zinc products in Broken Hill. If thev arete be treated 
ooio ri1 flgUrC ^ePreseilt the proportion. I do not know what they are going to do with all the zinc.
3848. Does your product resolve itself into silver, lead, and zinc, of which zinc is the least valuable ? Yes.

4 Mr- Richard "Watson English, surveyor, Broken Hill, sworn, and examined
Mr. It. W. 3849. O/nnmoH.l What is your occupation? I am a surveyor. At present J am road contracting for 

Imglish, the Government. °
"x 3850. Do you know this district ivell? Yes.

a Oct., 1896 3851. Did you hear Mr. Maiden’s statement yesterday as to the amount of timber available between here 
and Memndie and along the Darling? Yes.
3852. Have you an intimate knowledge of that country ? Yes.
3853. Do you believe that his statement is absolutely correct ? Yes; there is at least a 10-mile block 
covered with good timber within about 44 miles of Broken Hill. 1 made a line of road up to the 48-mile 
post, and there is abundance of timber there.
3854. Is there timber as far as the Darling and from that point and up and down the river ? Yes ■ at the
Darling there is more timber. 'These are breaks between the point I have mentioned and the river hut 
up and down the river there is a large quantity of timber. 7
3855. Is the timber there practically inexhaustible ? Yes, for a great number of years to come,
3856. Do you know ihe area of land bearing timber on the Adelaide railway lino which was referred io ns 
not being very far from Broken Hill ? I have seen it as I have passed down the line but I cannot express 
any opinion with regard to its area. I may state that the timber is now nearly cleared away from the 
neighbourhood of Broken Hill. From the north to the south and on the eastern side ior about 20 miles 
the timber is all exhausted. Outside of that it would be very expensive to bring timber to Broken Hill.

Mr. John Fielder, builder, Broken Hill, sworn, and examined:—
Mr 3857. Chairman.] What is your occupation? Builder, resident at Broken Hill.

1 ! 3S3y' Wllat evidence do yon wish to give to the Committee ? I wish to point out whv I think a railway
ou8n,:'to ne ccnstructed. ' J

a ’’ ’ p50' Mr. Trickett.) Will you state your views on the subject? I think the railway should be constructed
because I have seen a very large area of good land on the river which is suitable tor growing vegetables 
and fruit; that is about Menindie. I have seen all sorts of fruit growing there, and I reckon it is the home 
or the grape, orange, and lemon. I ouee saw a melon grown at Albemarle which was 5 iect long.

3860,
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3860. I suppose that was an irrigated patch of land? It was un a homestead which was irrigated. I have 
seen grapes, cucumbers, cabbages, and all sorts of vegetables growing there. I have grown potatoes there 
myself. Yesterday 1 beard doubts expressed as to whether potatoes would grow there. At one time I g Qct 
got a few potatoes and planted them: they grew very well, but not large. Potatoes will not grow large in ’ 
hot climates. Lower down the Murray, about two years ago, I started an irrigation iarm. I had to give
it up because I could not get a market for my produce. That was below Wentworth, near Morgan.
3861. How far below Wentworth ? 200 miles. I should like to say something about tho passage from
here to Sydney. It was stated by the manager of the tramway that only.a few people passed over the 
line from here direct to Sydney. After all that is not to be wondered at. I have very often gone to 
Sydney, but I never know when T leave here that 1 am going to Sydney, because I do not know whether the 
people of Adelaide or Melbourne will not offer me such bargains as will induce me to spend my money 
in those places, instead of going on to Sydney. _ _ ,
3862. Do you think that a railway would he the means of establishing a loyal spirit among the residents
here ? Yes, and there would be a better trade for Sydney. _
3863. Would a railway be a very groat advantage to the residents here ? Yes. We are in the centre of 
a very large mining district. I go about a great deal,and J see a great many little mines; they have sulphide 
ore, and they aro carrying on work profitably. There is also gold in this district. T know a very large 
gold-bearing reef not far from here, and I produce samples of the reef.
3864. Is it close to Broken Hill and the proposed line of railway ? It is. perhaps, 30 miles away.
3865. Are you of opinion that this district may develop into a gold-field? Yes. I have had these samples 
assayed at the Proprietary Mine, and they gave a yield of 2if ounces to the ton.
3866. Do you thoroughly believe in the progressive character of this district ? Yes ; it only wants water 
and a railway.

Mr, Ernest Fromcn, produce merchant, Broken Hill, sworn, and examined :— »
3867. Mr. H'egan.'] What is your occupation ? I am a produce merchant, selling fruit, vegetables, onions, Mr. 
butter, and bacon. We principally get choose and bacon from Sydney. ' romeri'
3868.1 What is the freight for cheese and bacon? It costs ns on an average from 3d. to Id. per lb. to 3'^p^'6 
bring cheese and bacon from Sydney. That is the water and railway carriage combined. _ J
3869. AVhere do you get your other produce ? Potatoes principally come from Mount Gambler, a distance 
of 600 miles ; that is during six mouths of the year. During the rest of the year they come from Adelaide 
and Tasmania. The cost of carriage from Mount G-ambier is £2 3s. per ton. They are carried under a 
special rate to enable tho Mount Gatnbier people to compete with others on the South Australian railways, 
aud also with outsiders, for tho Broken Hill trade. The longer the distance the cheaper the rate per mile 
per ton. It costs us £L JOs. 6d. to bring potatoes here from Adelaide, that is a distance of 330 milcs._
From Blount Gambler, a distance of 600 miles, would cost £2 3s. per ton. There aro nearly 40 tons of 
potatoes consumed here per week.
3870. Of that quantity, how much do you sell? From 15 to 20 tons ; we do pretty well half the trade.
If potatoes were grown in Hew South Wales as cheaply, as a matter of busiuoss, if they could be 
landed here a lif tie more cheaply than the Blount Gambler potatoes, we would take the potatoes from Hew 
South Wales. If potatoes were 5s. a ton cheaper at the present time at Sydney, we would bring 1 hem here.
3871. Would not that depend upon railway freight? Yes. When there was a protective duty of IDs.
per ton on potatoes we imported them from Sydney, but wc cannot do that now. Ten shillings a ton was 
a great handicap. .
3872. Are you not, therefore, able to sell the potatoes more cheaply now ? I do not know that that is the
I maintain tbat it does not make any difference. 4
3873. Then who gets the benefit of the 10s. ? The South Australian people. That is also the case with 
regard to butter. The South Australian farmers reap the benefit from the removal of the duty. We sell 
the butter by auction, and it is sold to the highest bidder.
3874. You do not retail it? Ho ; I am a wholesale buyer and seller.
3875. Can you tell us how the people of Broken Hill would benefit, as far as produce is concerned, by the 
construction of the proposed railway? If the railway were constructed, there is no doubt that a. great 
deal of the produce which is sent down to Sydney to he sold, say, half-way between Broken Hill anil 
Sydney, would he sent on to Broken Hill and be sold here. Of course 1 cannot give any expert opinion 
on the subject, hut probably people would be able to grow a’large amount of produce at Menindie. On 
an average 50 to 60 tons of "fruit and vegetables are imported here every week from South Australia. A 
great part of that, if uot all of it, could be grown at Menindie, and be sent here.
3876. What does the produce cost you, per annum, landed here ? I should say that from South Australia 
I take on an average about £26,000 to £30,000 worth per annum.
3877. That is dne-third of the trade, so that we can reasonably put down the total at £90,000 per annum ?
Yes, in food products. That has nothing to do with farm produce, such as chaff or bran. It all comes 
from South Australia. 1 clo not deal in those lines.
3878. Chairman.] Where is the nearest wheat grown on the Cockburn to Petersburg line ? Thirty to 40 
miles on this side of Petersburg. Tbat, however, is not a fair place to mention. Jamestown or Torowie, 
about 185 miles from here, would be fair places to mention. You cannot depend on any supply. There 
is no doubt we would get nearly all our produce by tho proposed railway if the rates were reasonable.
That is to say, if we could get'our produce in two days we would get all our fruit aud vegetables from 
Sydney, because Sydney is the cheapest market. ■

Mr. Joseph Wilke, Inspector of Stock, Bfenindie, sworn, and examined:—
3879. Mr. Massall.] What is your occupation ? Inspector of Stock, in charge of the Menindie sheep Mr. J. Wilks, 
district.
3880. How long have you been stationed here ? About seven years. , 3 Oct, 1896
3881. Can you give us the returns of stock in your district? I can give a rough estimate from memory. ■
This year the average is about 1,100,000 sheep in the BTenindio sheep district. There are about 11,000
head of horses and cattle. _ _
3882. What is the carrying capacity of the country ? There is a great portion of it open plains, and :ts 
carrying capability at the present time is about one sheep to 91 acres. That is the average of tho whole 
district. That is allowing for the ravages of the rabbits. 3883,
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Mr. J. Wilks. 3SS3. Has the carrying capacity increased or decreased during your term of office? I think it has 
------- - decreased.

3 Oct., 1806. 3884. What is the reason for that ? The increase of rabbits.
3885. Has that resulted in the edible scrubs being exterminated ? Yes.
3886. Do yon think tho country will ever recover, or that any method will be devised to cope with tho 
rabbits ? I think so. 1 think if the Bill which is now before the House is passed, in the shape in which 
we all hope to see it, it will assist wonderfully in putting down the pest.
3887. In connection with that measure, will it be necessary for the Government to take steps to clear the 
Crown lands ? Most decidedly. Every owner or occupier of whatever description ought to be compelled 
to take steps to destroy the rabbits.
3888. Would it be useless to make the owners destroy ihe rabbits on their holdings if the Government 
leaves the waste lands still infested by rabbits ? There is no doubt about tbat.

’ 3889- Is there much settlement on homestead leases in this district ? A very great increase in this 
district within the last seven years.
3890. What is their principal occupation ? Grazing sheep,
3891. The country is still occupied as pastoral territory ? Yes.
3892. If a man takes up a.homestead lease can he make a living on one lease ? There is a number of 
lessees who have more than one lease, and they make a very fair living. Some make a fair living off one 
lease. Any man who is not tied up by having to pay big interest can make a fair living. Many of them, 
however, are paying heavy interest, and that makes it difficult for them.
3893. Is not tho area of a homestead lease too small for one man to make a living ? Decidedly, if a 
man has a family to keep.
3894. Is it your opinion that 1,000 sheep are not sufficient to enable a family man to make a living ? Yes.
3895. What water supply is there, except the Darling Biver ? It is all an artificial supply; there is no 
natural water supply.
3896. Is it good holding ground for tanks ? Yes, taking the district right through.
3897. Is it a country suitable for settlement by men of small means ? 1 think there is anv amount of 
country suitable for a man who would hold 20,000 acres. I do not say the whole district is suitable, but 
there is a large area of country which is suitable for that purpose.
3898. If a man had to borrow money, in order to start, would it bo hopeless ? Yes, with the present 
price of produce,
3899. Where do the stock principally come to ? There is a very large local consumption of fat stock.
3900. What number of fat stock is consumed in Broken Hill ? The weekly consumption averages 
close on 1,500 sheep, and at least 120 head of large stock. During last week there were three sales. At 
one 150 head were sold ; at another, 35 : and at the third, 35.
3901. What is the rainfall in this district ? 1 think the Government Astronomer puts it down at some
thing under 11 inches.
3902. Then it is not a country suitable for agriculture ? J should not like to say that, for this reason— 
I know the country about Hiilston, Cudgellico, aud Condobolin. At one time a man would be reckoned 
mad if he put in a crop there, blow, I know from my own knowledge, what crops can be obtained at 
Condobolin. I have known that country for twenty-eight years. I am told that crops quite as good are being 
grown down at Hiilston. I should not like to say that the country here is not lit for agriculture, in 
view of those facts.
3903. Do you think the rainfall is sufficient to enable people to carry on agricultural operations ? Not 
at present; but I do not know what alteration may come about.
3904. What sort of sheep country lies along the proposed railway line ? It is as sound as any in the 
w'orld, from Condobolin right through.
3905. Is there any disease prevalent among sheep in that district ? No.
3906. What is the quality of the wool produced? It is merino; strong combing wool. It is a good
serviceable class of wool of good quality. The country has a tendency to grow as large sheep as can he 
found in any part of the Colonies. ]n the old days I have seen them as fine a class for size as you 
could get. *
3907. Is the principal product of the district wool?. Yes.
3908. How is it situated with regard to a market? Taking the river stations from the river to tho 
border, it all goes down to South Australia or Melbourne.
3909. Does it go by river ? By river to Echuca. The principal part of it goes by river and rail to South 
Australia. Seventy-five per cent, goes to South Australia, and 25 per cent, to Victoria.
3910. Do you think, if this proposed railway were constructed, there would be any possibility of that 
wool being conveyed by the railway ? 1 think there is a possibility that a large quantity of that wool 
would go by rail. There is not the slightest doubt tbat any pastoralist would prefer to sell his wool iu 
the Sydney.market. That is acknowledged by all pastoralists ; and I meet a great many of them. Thev 
think tbat is by far the best market, and there is no doubt they would give it the preference. I <*o so 
far as to say that they would give it the preference if they had immediate facilities for going straight to 
market, so as to catch the early sales.
3911. Do you not think they would avail themselves of the low river rates aud then send the wool round 
by sea? No. At present there is one thing that tells against the Sydney market here. At present the 
principal owners live in South Australia or Melbourne, and they naturally use those markets.
3912. Is it a fact that the principal stations in your district are held by Victorian and South Australian 
squatters ? Yes.
3913. .Would not their wool naturally gravitate to their own Colonics? Yes ; wherever they do their
financial business. “
3914. Is it not problematical whether that wool would go by the proposed railway, or whether it would 
go by the present route? I think the greater portion of it would go to its natural market. The belter 
market would secure it. It is an undoubted fact that Sydney is the better wool market.
3915. Would it not be greatly a question of cost of carriage? I think it would be necessary to fix a low
freight, and then it would go to the better market. *
3916. Is the country at present thickly infested with rabbits? They wore low down in numbers iu April 
last. 1 am rabbit inspector under the Act, and every month 1 have reported an increase since that. time.
3917. Are they increasing in numbers at the present moment? Yes. 3918.



1061

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—RAILWAY FROM CONDOBOLIN TO BROKEN HILL, 121

3 Oct., 1896,

3918. How far do they extend in the direction of Burra Burra? I think they go pretty well down that ^ J.^Wilk*. 
railway line; at any rate I have seen them as thick over the border as they are here, but a great deal — ‘ 
depends on the season.
39L9. Ho they go far north? In the northern part of this Colony they extend right up to tho border.
My district extends 150 miles up the South Australian border from here.
3920. Ho you think it is necessary that some legislation should be framed to compel tho destruction of the 
pest, and the Government should join in that work? Most decidedly. I have heard a lot said about the 
supply of horsc-fced. I am of opinion, if the proposed railway were made, that Hiilston would he able to 
supply all the horse-feed required as cheaply as it is landed here at present from South Australia. I have 
heard a lot said about the district of Petersburg supplying produce to this district; but I maintain wc got 
little or nothing from Petersburg. Jamestown is about the centre of the market.
3921. Mr. Trickett.'] Can you give us the area of your district, and tell us what district it joins? The 
area is about 17,000 square miles. It extends along the South Australian border; on the other side it is 
bounded by Bullabulka, taking in the whole of Tolarno and Albermarlc stations. It is bounded by 
Wentworth, the corner of Ivanhoe, to the corner of Cobar districts. It is bounded on the other side by 
the Wilcannia and Milparinka districts.
3922. Can you tell us what is the tonnage of wool which goes from your district ? Boughly speaking, 
over 3,000 tons.
3923. What about the cattle of the district? They are principally introduced. Those that aro bred in 
the district are principally milkers. There is no cattle-breeding carried on to any extent in the district.
3924!. Chairman?] AVhere is the line from which wool goes east 1o tho Barling aud west to tho railway in 
your district? The dividing line between the river traffic and railway traffic in wool is approximately 
halfway between Broken Hill and Menindie.

Mr. Ernest Fromcn. produce merchant, Broken Hill, sworn, and further examined:—
8925. Chairman.] How much milk comes into Broken Hill ? I believe the milk consumed is about 350 to Mr.
400 gallons per day. The value of the milk is Is. per gallon, aud the carriage averages close on 8d. per B. Fromcn.
gallon. a/0^189B
3920, Where docs it come from ? It all comes from South Australia, as far down as Burra Burra, and it ’ ‘
comes from a place as close as 20 or 30 miles from here.
3927. Bo you do a large business in pigs here? Ves; during the winter we get pigs up from South 
Australia to sell, in connection with our trade. We and other produce dealers sometimes sell as many as 
200 pigs per week. They come from South Australia. Jamestown, 185 miles away, is the centre of the 
district. They arc sent up here dressed.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
MONDAY, 5 OCTOBER, 1896.

[The Sectional Committee met in the Deputation Room of the Department of Rnhlic Works, Adelaide,
at 3 p.m.]

JBrrefut: —
THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. William Josel'h Trickett. | John Lionel Eegan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Mr. Alan G. Pendleton, Commissioner for Railways, Adelaide, South Australia, examined:—
3928. Chairman?] Tou are Commissioner of Railways for South Australia? Yes.
3929. Will you tell us what is the present raiilway rate for the carriage of ore from Cockburn to Port 
Pirie? Yes—9s. per ton for sulphides, and 11s. iod. per ton for carbonate ores ; but practically it is 9s. 
per ton all round, because the rates have been altered since the 1st October, and the same rates are 
charged for all ores as for sulphide ores.
3930. Therefore, if we are informed that from Port Pirie to Broken Hill the charge will be 12s. 3d. per 
ton, that will be fairly correct ? After the 1st January next that will be correct.
3931. May we regard the arrangement as being virtually complete? Certainly.
3932. Is there no doubt in your mind that from Cockburn to Port Pirie is the cheapest outlet that South
Australia can afford for the trade of tho Barrier district, and therefore the consideration of any other out
let is outside the question ? Yes. '
3933. Are the back rates the same ? The rate for coal is not so low; it is 13s. Gd. from Port Pirie to 
Cockburn. Coke is higher ; it is 23s. 4d. per ton at present. As far as my personal opinion is concerned, 
twelve or eighteen months will see the end of the coke business, and the ore will be brought down to Port 
Pirie. I think the carriage of coal to Broken H ill will increase, because the mines will carry out larger 
operations in connection with concentration, and that necessitates a largo consumption ef coal. Most of 
the companies are erecting large concentrating plants.
3934. Why do you charge a higher rate for coal than for ore? Ore has been for some time a very special 
rate, Wc have not gone below the mineral rate for coal, but that may be a matter for consideration.
3935. Boes tbe rate which you charge for tho carriage of ore pay ? Yes, in train-loads.
393G. Therefore coal would pay also in train-loads ? Yes, certainly.
3937. And if forced you could carry coal at the same rate ? Certainly. I notice in the evidence which 
has been published in our papers that Mr. Stewart stated that the consumption of coal at his mine was 
12,000 tons per month. Now, the whole traffic in coal during the last twelve months was only 28,416 
tons.

286 («)—Q.

Mr. A. a. 
Pendleton.

5 Oct., 1896.
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393S, There is another way in which the Earner uhnes use your railways—that is. to reach Dry Creek ;— 
what rate do you charge for carrying oro to Dry Creek ? The same as is charged to Tort Adelaide—that 
is, 11s. 6d. for sulphides and 15s. 4d. for carbonates ; but the same statement that 1 made recently, about 
the lower rate covering; the bulk of the tonnage, also applies in that ease—that is, 11s. Gd, will cover all 
the tonnage.
3939. Therefore 14*s.9d. per ton will take ore after the 1st January next from Broken Hill to Drv Creek? Yes.
3940. "What is the ruling grade from Cockburn to Port Pirie? The worst is 1 in GO ; that applies both 
ways^ Then the grades are 1 in 74, 1 in G3, 1 in GO, 1 in 95, 1 in 13G, L in 97, 1 in 90, 1 in 100, 1 in 60, 
1 in 70,1 in 61, 1 in 94. 1 in 8S, 1 in 103, 1 in 80. 1 in 85, 1 in 82, 1 in 221, 1 in 118. Therefore tbe 
worst grade is 1 in GO. In connection with that I may say that a survey has been already made for the 
purpose of reducing that grade to 1 in 80 over a considerable portion of the route.
3941. How much would it cost to give you a grade of 1 in 100 all the way, or 1 in 75 right through from 
Cockburn to Port Pirie ? I think it would cost about £50.000. The estimate which has been made for, 
I should say, quite half of it is £22,000, and I do not think it would cost more.* The grades are very 
satisfactory. Anything unsatisfactory is to be dealt with almost at once.
3942. Supposing you found that the 3-ft, 6-in. gauge could not compete with a rival railway, and, in order
to put you on equal terms with the New South Wales Knihvay Commissioners, you desired to convert 
your railway into a 4-ft. 8j-in. gauge, what would it cost? It would be impossible for me to give you an 
estimate offhand, but I have no doubt 1 shall be able to do so before you leave Adelaide. I may point 
out that in dealing with heavy goods traffic I could carry as much on our present gauge as on a 4-ft. 84-in. 
gauge. _ * '
3943. Could a line be constructed over such country as that between Petersburg and Cockburn without 
ballasting ? In my opinion, certainly not.
3944. Have you had any experience in this colony with regard to the construction of railways in that
manner ? The only experience was on this particular line from Petersburg to Cockburn. It was passed 
by Parliament, and a contract was entered into to construct tho railway as a contour lino with a minimum 
of ballast—a formation line almost, Before the work was nearly completed there were several demands 
made that tbe line should be properly equipped for carrying fairly heavy rolling-stock, and run at a 
speed which would enable us to complete the journey to Silverton in a reasonable time. Thousands of 
pounds were spent for that purpose. I am perfectly certain that no heavy traffic can be conducted with 
safety over a line which is unballasted, and it is tbe falsest economy to attempt it, because you have your 
rails destroyed in fifteen months or two years. '
3915. Your remarks apply to that class of country? Yes.
3946. Do you also make that remark in regard to any class of country ? Yes ; any class of country of
which I have had experience, or in fact any class of country I have ever heard of. I would not run heavy 
traffic over a formation line without ballast. The rails would be hooped in a very short time ; they would 
become bent at the joints. ^
3947. What amount of ballast would be tho minimum which you would put on ? I would prefer that you 
would ask that question of the Engineer-in-Chief. It is a technical point; but I do not think we should 
have less than 4 or 5 inches under the sleepers.
3948. Are the wharfs at Port Pirie under your control ? No. Those that belong to the Eaihvay Depart
ment are leased. There is one leased to the Broken Hill Proprietary Company, one to the Adelaide 
Steamship Company, another to John Darling & Son, and there tvas one leased to tbe British Company 
which has since passed into the hands of the Broken Hill Proprietary Company by arrangement.
3949. Is Port Pirie at present a good port? Yes, a very good port. ■
3950. What is the depth of water there ? Emir teen feet at low-wafer abreast the wharfs.
3951. Dealing with Port Pirie first of all, is it perfectly secure and landlocked, and is there no serious 
send of the sea? It is perfectly secure. The port itself is 10 miles up from Port Germein, which is 
open to the sea. It is quite protected.
3952. What is the largest vessel which you could safely deal with at present at Port Pirie ? I cannot 
give an opinion, because I have nothing to do with the handling of the ships. I only know', as a matter of 
tact, that large boats come there ; but I would not like to speak as an expert in dealing with ships.
3953. With regard 1 o the approach to the port, could you easily carryout works which would give 30
feet of water? It would bo a question of dredging a channel. I do not know that the cost would be 
prohibitive, but I cannot give an opinion. ,
3954. Mr. Fegan.] What is tbc amount of coal imported yearly for the railways of South Australia ? I
suppose 60,000 tons. "
3955. Where do you land it ? At various ports down on tho south-east sea-board—also at Port Adelaide,
Port Wallaroo, Port Pirie, and Port Augusta, according to contract. ’
3956. Is it delivered at the same price at all the ports ? No; at Port Pirie it is 15s. Gd. per ton; at Port
Adelaide, I think, it is 13s. Gd. It is best Newcastle coal. 1
3957. Chairman.] What is ihe distance from Morgan to Adelaide? One hundred and five miles.
3958. What is the freight for wool from Morgan to Adelaide? Nineteen shillings per ton for greasy 
dumped.
3959. Is that the class of wool that is principally carried ? It is greasy almost entirely. Tho charge for
undamped is 21s. per ton. That is a rate which 'applies only from Morgan or Murray'Bridgo, or Goolwa 
to Adelaide, or Port Adelaide. " "
3960. Do you know the river freights ? No,
3961. Prom how far up the Darling, the Murrumbidgee, or the Murray do you get wool ? If there is a 
fair river we get it from a very considerable distance, but I cannot state exactly what tho distance is. I 
do not think wo get it from Bourke. Prom Menindie we do.
3962. "What is your rebate district ? There is no rebate on tbat. There is only a rebate in connection
with the Broken Hill wool to Port Pirie alone. There is a rebate of 7s., 6s., 5s."9d., and 5s. 4d. on wool 
carted for a distance of 50 miles, to Tarrawingee, Broken Hill, Silverton, or Cockburn, and consigned to 
South Australian ports. D
3963. What are your wool rates from Port Pirie to Cockburn? Greasy, dumped, 40s. per ton •
undumped, 45s, per tou, ’
_____________________________ .________________________________________ . 3964.

* ote (07i revision) :—Thc completed estimate, which includes a scheme of deviation, is £100,000, and this work win hand.

122
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3964. Is there any rebate on supplies coining by way of 31 organ, Murray Bridge, or (xoolwn P INo ; the
rates I have mentioned are special ones for tbe ports. _
3965. Do you recognise that they are competitive rates? Undoubtedly Ihey aro competitive rates, which, Q 1806_
personally, I should like to see abolished, ’
3966. There is another aspect of the river trade—that is, the approach from Goolwa to Fort T ictor;—what 
is the length of the railway there, and its character ? Eleven miles. There is a little rise in two places, 
but it is of no moment.
3967. What are tho grades ? One in CO, but that could be very easily cut out.
3968. What are tbe railway rales from Goolwa to Fort Victor? Greasy, 4s. Gd. per ton. It is the same
for dumped or undumped. .
3969. What sort of a port is Port Victor? A very good one indeed.
3970. Can boats of any tonnage go there ? Yes.
3971. Therefore, if a large proportion of the trade of the Murray and tho Murrumbidgee had to find an 
outlet to the outside world in the cheapest way, is that the route which would be chosen, provided that 
there were good boats at Fort Victor? Undoubtedly, and if time were no object. There is one element 
which will be admitted by owners and shippers of wool—that is, to get to Goolwa they have to cross what 
wo call the Lakes Alesandrina and Albert, and the cost of insurance is increased for crossing the lakes.
3972. Das the possibility ever been considered of cutting a canal from the Murray to Fort Victor? It 
has never been practically considered; it could only be done at enormous cost. Tbe thing may be 
possible. I do not know anything 1hal is impossible if money and engineering talent come together; but 
for such a short distance 1 question whether it would not be cheaper to put down two or three lines of 
railway, and to provide expeditious machinery for discharging at. Goolwa and loading at Port Victor.
That would get over the. difficulty far more economically.
3973. Have you looked at the matter with a view to suggesting a cheap and easy service to cross from 
Goolwa to Port Victor as likely to be worked in some day iu connection with the whole river system?
No ; there is no necessity for that unless there is some decided move in the direction of allowing all the 
wool to find tbe best and cheapest way down the river. As long as there is competition for the trade as 
there is at present it will of course he the desire of the grower to reach his market as soon ns ho can, and 
it is our desire to get a fair amount of haulage on the railways. Therefore we do not wish to give special 
facilities for carrying wool to Goolwa, although it finds its level therm if the growers choose
3974. Aro you increasing the wharfage accommodation at Port Pine? Only at the Intercolonial Wharf, 
so as to make the approach direct instead of by means of turn-tables.
3975. Wc want to know what are the interests to the west n£ Broken Hill of all the companies raising 
ore at Broken Hill. For instance, what have their smelting-works cost them, approximately, and what 
have they expended at Port Pirie on works that would have to be abandoned if they sent all the ore to tho 
east? I am sure that the Proprietary Company would be willing to give that information with regard io 
their expenditure at Port Pirie. J know it lias been very considerable, but I do not wish to suggest a ligure.
There are also extensive works at Dry Creek.
3976. Aro there au> other works of the same kind? Yes. Block ft Company have works at Port 
Adelaide, which have been going very successfully for eighteen months. Tho Junction Company have 
works at Port Adelaide, but they have been idle for some time. 1 am told that they are likely to start 
soon.
3977. Have you anv knowledge of the cost incurred in establishing these works ? No.
3978. Are tbe works which you have particularised doing work similar to that which is proposed io bo 
done on the eastern seaboard? I do not think they have their roasters up yet. That is work which they 
have in hand now at Port Pirie. ] think they are smelting only the carbonate ore which they have taken 
from Broken Hill, and they have also a refinery at work.
3979. Does that represent the same class of expenditure as if tho ore were taken to Sydney? Yes.
3980. Therefore there is a tendency not to abandon their works, but to continue to use them ? Ves, that
is so. _
3981. Mr. Hassall^] I presume if you reduced your grades you could reduce your rates? Yes ; it is a 
line which is very cheaply worked. Wo have not to maintain an expensive staff. 1 regard Petersburg as 
being quite apart from the Cockburn line. It was there before that lino was made, and it is required for 
the northern and western systems. Taking the line of 145 miles from Petersburg to Cockburn, there are 
only two stations with station-masters and clerks ; there are no books kept at the other stations ; the 
other employees are simply signalmen, so that we work the line at a minimum expense, and we are prepared 
to continue to do so.
3982. Are the works at Port Adelaide and Port Pirie of a permanent character ? Yes ; they will last for 
all time. It is only n question of maintenance. The lines of railway which we make through Crown 
lands aro always unfenced. When f he lauds are taken up for agricultural purposes there is a clause which 
provides that the person who takes up the laud must fence it, but if we mu through agricultural country, 
to begin with, we fence our lines.

The following cowmi uni cation war subsequently received from Mr. Pendleton:—’'When I met yon yesterday vou asked 
me if T could give you uu upproximato estimate of tlie cost necessary to alter onr 3-ft. 6-in. gauge between Coukburn and 
Port Pirie (o a 4-it, tij-m. hue, and liaviug looked into tlie matter as carefully as the abort period allowed will permit, I have 
to soy ibat roughly it would bo ,£300,000.’'

Mr. Alexander B. Mencrieif, Engineer-in-Chief for Hallway Constructiqn. Department of Public Works,
Adelaide, South Australia, sworn, and examined •—

3983. CF/rtirm<w.] Are you Engineer-in-Chief for South Australia? Yes. Mr. A. B.
3984. What would he the minimum of metal or ballast which you would consider it justifiable to use in Moncrieff. 
such country as that between Cockburn and Petersburg? With the trade which wc are now carrying
over that line the minimum depth of good ballast under the sleepers should be. 6 inches. 5 Oct., 1896.
3985. And then do you cover over tho sleepers altogether with ballast? ]n this colony the sleepers have 
to be covered on aceount of the beat of tbc sun.
3986. Would that apply to a New South Wales line running west of Cockburn towards Menindie ? Yes,
1 presume it would.

3987.
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Moucrieff ^^87. Can you give us any information with regard to the present shipping accommodation at Port Pirie,
^_the tonnage of the boats which go there, and what cost would be incurred in providing accommodation

5 Oct 1806 ^or t'ORts UP to 3,000 tons P I produce a plan of Port Pirie, showing the accommodation there. We are 
' now dredging Port Pirie harbour to a uniform depth of 15 feot at low water. The tide rises about 

11 & feet.
3988. So that a boat drawing 23 feet could approach it? In the approach to Port Pirie Harbour there is 
a minimum depth of 12 ft. (3 in. at low water ; at the top of high water there is a depth of 23 ft. G in.
3989. Therefore, the maximum draught at Port Pirie at high water would be 20 feet. Tes, 20 or 21 feet.
3990. What is the nature of the bottom of Port Pirie and the approach to it ? It is all soft,- and there is
no expensive dredging. . '
3991. Supposing you desired to provide accommodation for a boat drawing 28 feet of water at Port 
Pirie, would the cost be prohibitive? If orders were given to dredge out the whole of Port Pir e 
harbour so as to admit of a draught of 28 feet it would be a serious matter, but if it were simply a 
question of dredging out a berth at one of the wharfs there would he no difficulty about it.
3992. Would the dredging of the approach be a serious matter? It is a long approach; we should have 
to dredge a distance of, approximately, 3 miles in mud.
3993. Do you say that the cost of making Port Pirie available for boats of increased tonnage would not 
be great ? It would not be great,
3994. What is tbe deepest draught boat which can use Port Pirie at present ? Fifteen feet is tbe limit.
3995. What does that mean in tonnage? Later on I will let you have a schedule of the boats which come 
into Port Pirie. Dredging at Port Pirie in order to admit larger boats would not be expensive.
3996. What depth of water is available at Port Augusta ? At the wharf at Port Augusta there is now 
a depth of 20 feet, and the approaches have all been dredged down to IS feet at low water. The rise and 
fall of the tide is from 9 to 12 feet. A 20-feet boat could come there. There is a very fine wharf, and a 
direct railway approach. There is only a difference of 32 miles in the distance from Broken Hill to Port 
Augusta as compared with Broken Hill to Port Pirie.
3997. Could Port Augusta be readily deepened if necessary? Tes, it could be easily deepened. It is 
all sand. The frontage could be extended almost indefinitely.
3998. Mr. ]<'egan.~\ "What is tbe frontage at present? Speaking from memory, I should say it is about
1,400 feet. *
3999. Chairman.'] Are both these harbours landlocked ? Tes.
4000. Is there any “ send” of the sea? To, they are very quiet.
4001. What is the nature of Port Victor ? It is sheltered from the sea by an island and by a breakwater 
run out in a north-easterly direction. The breakwater is very strong.
4002. Is it a secure port? It is very safe when you get behind the breakwater.
4003. Is it safe to approach? It is very easily approached, but it is not so safe as Port Pirie or Port 
Augusta.
4004. Is it a good wholesome sea-port? Tes ; once you are inside the breakwater you are quite safe.

■ 4005. What is the depth of water there? The chart shows varying depths up to 27 or 28 feet. The 
anchorage varies from 19 to 27 feet. The chart show's behind the breakwater 6 fathoms, 5-1- fathoms, 4-a- 
fathoms, 3-J fathoms, 31 fathoms. Wc have an iron vdiarf inside the breakwater.
400G. What depth of water is there at the wharf ? There appears to he 25 feet.
4007. Can we recognise Port Victor as being a good wholesome sea-port, and that a vessel, once it gets 
behind the breakwater, is safe, and also that a vessel drawing 25 feet can load there? Tes.
4008. Mr. TrislceU.] Do large ships go to Port Victor ? Tot just at present; but very largo ships do 
go there to load wheat chiefly, and to load wool.
4009. Is there any difficulty at all in navigation between Morgan and G-oolwa? Tot tbe slightest; it is 
a splendid river.
4<010, What is the depth of water ? There are no shallow places anywhere, and the depth runs to CO feet.
4011. Can anything that goes to Morgan also go to blur ray Bridge or G-oolwa? Ves.
4012. Prom Goohva to Port Victor we arc informed that there is a railway, that the land is level, that 
there is no engineering difficultyhas there ever been a project for constructing a canal there? Tes, 
there have been two pro jects. I produce a plan of a canal which was proposed to be made from Goolwa 
to Port \ ictor. The country was generally supposed to be very level. They commenced to plot a 
section, taking borings as they went, and as you will see from this section, when they got into 100 feet of 
solid granite they thought it was time to stop, and they never finished it. There was another suggestion

* which did receive some consideration—that was to cut across the sandhills for a distance of 2 miles from 
tho river Murray, which would be practically making a new mouth to tbat river, which would discharge 
into the sea at Encounter Bay; but the “ feteh ” of the sea there comes all the way from the Antarctic 
Pole, and a tremendous sea rolls in sometimes, which would be rather dangerous.
4013. Then it resolves itself into this : That if the trade adjacent to the Murray and tbe Darling has to 
come down those rivers it has either to come through an artificial mouth of the Murray or by rail to 
Port Victor? Tes ; or so develop the mouth of the river as at present to take out vessels.
4014. Tou dismiss the idea of carrying out the proposal you have just described? Tes ; but steamers 
could get out of the present Murray mouth if it were properly developed, and so get over to Port Victor, 
but it is dangerous. 1 would summarise it in this way : To trade which could bo carried on the Murray 
liiver would pay except at the cost of developing the mouth of the river, or of constructing a canal. That 
is the only way to carry on the trade successfully.
4015. W ould it be expensive to make the Murray as far as your border such that the traffic would never be 
suspended? To ; there would be no serious difficulty in developing tho river from the mouth as far as 
"Wentworth.
4016. Mr. Fagan.] Would it be difficult to make the river navigable all the year round ? To. I know 
the river well from the mouth up to our boundary. 1 know the places which require to be improved, and 
it would not cost much ; and that is also the case up to Wentworth.
4017. What is the distance from your boundary to Wentworth ? I will furnish that information later on. 
"We have been improving tbe river.
4018. Mr.Sasmll.] Have you been doinz any snagging? We have taken out all the snags, and have 
taken down all the overhanging trees. We have also adopted a method of deepening the river at shallow

places.
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places. We drive in a pile, leaving a narrow space between the left bank and the pile. On the right ^ 
bank wo stretch a Tvire rope, and hang on to that, by chains, pine-trees so that they float down the stream.
The boughs arc entangled in the sand, which forms a bank, and the water is forced into the channel, 5 Qct., 1896. 
wherehyn portion of the channel is made permanent. This proves very effective. "We have entered *’ 
upon rather larger operations in some places. Near Gragg’s Creek we have put in a very extensive weir ; 
it is not completed, hut what we did last year was very successful. Wre have gone to a groat deal of
trouble about the river. _ . ..
4019. Chairman.'] Would you kindly repeat your description of the method adopted for deepening the 
shallow places in the river V Yes. When we come to a shallow place in the river we drive in a pile a proper 
distance from one bank so as to leave a wide enough channel for the navigation. To that we attach a 
wire rope, which is stretched to tho opposite bank—from that wire rope we suspend pine-trees so that 
the branches will trail down stream. They become entangled in the sand, and in a short time form 
such an impediment to the water that, sweeping round to the end of the pile, it scours the channel. We 
find that is better than sheet-piling.
402Q. 1 understand that Tort Pirie lies up a creek is there a heavy eca there ? No.
4021. What is to prevent you going to the side of Spencer G-ulf, and getting there whatever depth of 
water you want ? We are there already, and there is nothing to prevent us getting wdiatovcr depth of
water we want. . . , i-n.
4022. la the enterprise in yonuection with the smelting of ore at J. ort Pine, Dry Greek, and lort 
Augusta of magnitude? We have very fine works at Port Adelaide, Dry Creek, and Port Pirie. There
is nothing at Port Augusta. , .
4023. Do those works deal with ore? Yes, not only from the Earner field, but also from places m
South Australia. o -it
4024. Do those works represent the expenditure of considerable sums of money ? Yes.
4025. As an engineer, would you condemn absolutely any attempt in such country as that between
Terowie and Cockbnrn to lay” a line of railway without ballast for carrying heavy traffic ? If you have 
any heavy traffic over a line it must be ballasted that is to say, if it is to have any life. It will cost you 
more in the end if you do not ballast it. .
40215. As an engineer, would you face the full cost at first? I would ballast the line. As a, matter ot 
history, when the Cockburn line was started it was intended to be only half-ballasted. That is to say, a 
mere trifle of 3 inches of ballast was intended to be placed under the sleepers, and to make it a surface 
lino as far ns practicable, and no bridges where possible. It was found out, however, before tho lino was 
completed Unit that style of construction would never carry a train, so the Government arranged- with the 
contractors to make the line as it is now, increasing the ballast and generally improving the line. But if 
the line had been laid out as a proper line to begin with, there would have been a large saving of money, 
because, having laid out the line on the surface, when they came to strengthen the line it was found that 
deviations were required in all directions in order to make it economical. The Silverton tramway was 
laid out from the first as a fairly good Hue. That line was laid out by the late Engiueer-in-Chief of South 
Australia. In connection with "the improvement of our railways and wharfs in connection with the Port 
Pirie trade we have already spent over £1,000,000. _ .
4027. What does that embrace? The railway and deepening improvements at Port Pi tie and the wharfs.
4028. Does that also include the expenditure at Port Augusta ? No. _
4029. Do vou think that both ports cannot be legitimately charged with that expenditure ? I did not 
consider Port Augusta in making out that statement.
4030. Mr. Triekett.] What did the line to Cockburn cost per mile ? I cannot give you those figures. Tho 
original Parliamentary provision for a line from Petersburg to Cockburn, half-ballasted and laid wherever 
possible as a surface line, was £3,200 a mile. Material was very dear at that time.
4031. Have you made a similar line lately ? No.

following communication was subsequently received from Mr. Moncrieflf :—"(!•). Tl,e vess(4
trading to Port Pirie is the ‘Bnluwayo,’ 2,796 tons register. (2.) The largest vessel trading to Port .Augusta is the 
1 HuhiTuck ’ 0 000 tons. (3.) The largest vessel trading to Port Victor is the ‘lluhlnick,’ ‘2,000 tons. The draughl of 
this vessel’is 21 feet when loaded. The depth at low water at Port Pirie Government, wharf is 22 feet; in the harbour.
15 feet • amt in the channel, 12 feet G inches. At Port Augusta Government wharf, 22 feet; in the harbour. 20 feet; and 
in the channel. 17 feet G inches. At Port Victor, 24 feet at the buoys. There is no channel, hut a roadstead protected by 
a breakwater.”

IVES DAT, 6 OCTOBER, 1896.

[The Sectional Committee met at “ Flecker’s Hotel,” Adelaide, at 10 a.m.]

present: —
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Citatiiitan).

The lion. William .Tosnrn Trickett. | John Lionel Pecan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Ekcj.

The Sectional Committee further considered Hie proposed Kaihvay from Condoholin to Broken Hill.

Mr. William Kendall Cave, merchant, Adelaide, South Australia, examined:—
4032. Chairman^] What is your occupation ? I am a merchant carrying on business at Adelaide. _
4033. Have you a full knowledge of the mining industry at the Barrier field and the South Australian
interests which arcs identified with it ? Yes. . ^ ^ ■ i_ 1
4034. Can vou <nve us a description of the smelting appliances in this Colony in connection with tho
Broken Hill mines ? Of course, the Broken Hill Proprietary Company has a number of smelting works 
in this Colony, and the only one at Port Pirie now. I think they have acquired the rights of the British 
Company quite recently. ^. . . . .
4035. Arc the appliances and works in existence at Port Pine in connection with Broken Hill or 
magnitude ? They are certainly of very great magnitude.
4036. Arc there works of magnitude at Dry Creek? Yes.

Mr.
W. E. Care. 

6 Oct., 1896,
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4037. Axe there many others in South Australia? Yes; Block 14 Company has very large works at■ 
Port Adelaide, and they are extending those works. I think their works will be second (o none if they

18HG. carlY 0lJf the extensions which they now contemplate at .Port Adelaide. They have recently had under 
offer a piece of land twice the size of that they already occupy, and they are commencing to hi] it up for 
the purpose of increasing their works.
4038. Are there very large interests at Dry Creek, Port Adelaide, and Port Pirio in connection with tho
Broken Hill mines ? Yes. .
4039. Do you desire to give us information particularly uith regard to the facilities for loading at Port
Pirie, and the freight charged ? Yes. I understand it is contemplated now by the Proprietary Company 
to ship a very large quantity of their ore to Newcastle for treatment there. The cost of the conveyance 
of ore by sea from Port Pirie to Newcastle in the steamers now running would be somewhere about os. 
per ton—that is the ordinary rate. Not long ago we carried about 1,000 tons of lead for the company 
in one of our steamers to Sydney for transhipment, at 5s. per ton. That was by steamer from the 
wharf at Port Pirie by our labour, and it was delivered ou board an ocean-going steamer in Sydney 
harbour. " J
4040. We have been informed by the Engineer-in-Chicf that a boat drawing 15 feet of water can go into 
Port Pirie ;—what is your opinion in regard to that ? Vessels are loaded up there at present drawing 18 
feet G inches; that is done constantly. I am a member of the Marine Board, and I know that the pilots 
will take up vessels at ordinary times of tide at Pori, Pirio drawing IS feel G inches. Some of our vessels 
went out last year drawing 19 feet. They were laden with wheat.
4041. What is the tonnage of the largest vessel that could come in ? I will furnish you later on with a 
return showing the tonnage of the large steamers that have gone in there. You can he assured that the 
large ocean-going steamers arc now loading these concentrates at Port Pirio for Europe. There is one in 
particular, the “ Omba.” She met with a disaster and went into Freemantle. 1 think she had 3,000 tons of 
concentrates on board, which she loaded at Port Pirie.
4042. Could the capacity of that port be easily enlarged ? Yes; ii is only a question of deepening. With 
regard to the enlargement of the port, you have only to go down the river, and you can fill up as much as 
you like.
4043. If you could fix the depth of water, docs not that control the whole business ? Yes; hut 1 should 
like to point out that a steamer of any draught, in my opinion, that comes info these waters can come into 
Port Augusta, which is a much better port for deep-sea vessels than Port Pirie. Vessels drawing 24 feet 
of water can load at Port Augusta.
4044. If-Port Pirie is not deep enough, Port Augusta is ? Yes. There was a motion in our Parliament 
to inquire into the question of leasing the wharf to the Sulphide Corporation. They selected Port Augusta 
in preference to Port Pirio, owing to the fact that there is no disability with regard to shallow water there, 
and Port Augusta has certainly more advantages in that respect than Port Pirie. The Government have 
spent a large sum of money iu deepening Port Pirie, but even now it is not, and it will not be for years, 
so suitable a port for deep-draugbt steamers and for the largo modern steamers which now come here. 
Large ocean-going steamers will always be able to come 1o a port like Port Augusta, and take five or six 
thousand tons of ore in one cargo, and perhaps more. The tendency now is to build steamers of very much 
larger capacity without increasing tho draught in the same ratio. They arc thus able to carry much larger 
cargoes with nearly the same draught of water. I assume the Sulphide Corporation had that fact iu view 
when they selected Port Augusta, and, further, they arranged with the Government so that it would not 
cost them much more for railway carriage to take their ore to Port Augusta. 1 think 1 here is only a 
difference of 25 miles, which would not be appreciable. The railway authorities recognised that fact, and 
they agreed to carry the ore at the same rate to Port Augusta as to Port Pirie.
4045. Mr. U.assall.'] is the line to Port Augusta a coni inuation of the Port Pirie line? It branches off
at Petersburg, and goes northward. Port Augusta is at the head of the gulf. I think the Government 
entered into an arrangement with the Sulphide Corporation that the railway carriage from Cockburn to 
Port Augusta should be the same as from Cockburn to Port Pirie. They selected Port Augusta, and took 
up 1,000 feet of whariage, with the idea that they would have the advantage of cheaper rates by sending 
their ore on board the new style of steamers. J know that they contemplate getting freight at 5s. per 
ton or less. '
4046. Can you give us the draught of the deepest vessel that goes to Port Pirie and also Port Adelaide ?
Yes. I know' that boats can always load down to 18 ft. 6 m. at Port Pirie. At different limes I have 
loaded sailing vessels myself down to 19 feet. The pilots do not consider it is safe for a large vessel to 
load down to more lhan 18 ft. 6 in. At the same time. I know' they frequently do that, on a good tide, and 
they are taken out drawing a foot more than that. ^ ' °
4047. Do many passengers go from Port Pirie to Sydney ? Very few. Tho boats that trade there are 
only cargo boats, and they do not carry passengers, as a rule. Howard Smith and Company's boats have 
sometimes come down via A delaide, but comparatively few passengers travel by that route The passengers, 
as a rule, come to Adelaide and then take the steamer. J should like to impress upon tho Committee that 
if you do not build your railway, Port Augusta will eventually bo the outlet for a much larger quantity of 
low-class ores than has boon sent away in past years. Port Augusta has a great natural advantage in 
possessing 24 or 25i-feet of water. It would cost somewdicre about £509,000 to obtain tho same depth 
of water at Port. Pirio. There is another fact that should be borne in mind. If it should become necessary 
to shorten the distance there is a kink in the present railway line which could be taken out, and that 
w-ould counterbalance the difference in the distance from Cockburn to Port Augusta as compared with the 
distance from Cockburn to Port Pirie.

The following communication was afterwards received from Mr. Cave:—
Following my remarks of this morning, I have refreshed my memory hy reference as to tho following : —

Draught of water at which it is safe for vessels to enter ami depart from Port Pirie is IS ft. 6 in. I have known 
ships to be taken down the river drawing (say) 19 feet and a few inches over, but in the case of a large ship tho pilots always 
refuse to take thorn out drawing over 18 ft. 6 in. at high-water springs. There is a depth of about IS feet dead low water 
at the Broken Hill and railway wharfs at Port Pirio.

At Port Augusta vessels having practically any ordinary draught can arrive and depart on oulmaiy good tides A 
vessel drawing 26 feet or 27 feet can safely enter and leave Port Augusta, At the Go\ eminent wharf there is 22 feet at 
dead low water.
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The following vessels have recently loaded with concentrates and ores at Port Pirie, vix. : R^rnTr

' I 1
Vcgsul. Tons Carco j Tons

i

Bulawayo..................................... 1 3,000 j 4,412
Port Stephens.............................. 1 2,000 3,554
Oscar 11 ......................................1 2,000 1.206

f
Vessel

| Busuto ........................................................
i Gulf of Mexico..........................

Sikh .............................................................
1 Pondo.............................................................

Tors Car^o,

2,000
1,573
1,200
2,053
1,607
2,002

Tons Kc£.
6 Oct,.. 1896

2,742
3,172
2,672
2,741
2,749
2,733Gulf of Venice..............................' 2,002 2,023 ] Rubbnck ..................................................

l1 J
| Mtuuca ...... .............................................

You will note that in most of these cases the ships have only carried away ballast quantities of cargo from Port Pmc, 
and then have proceeded to the other Colonies to load up with wool and other lioht cargo. The “ Omba, a steamer which 
I named in my evidence this morning, is, I think, the only vessel that has cleared with a full cargo of concentrates and ore 
to Europe ; the others have simply called and taken in their ordinary stiffening, as above shown.

With regard to the passenger traffic from Port Pirie to Sydney by sea, this really amounts to nothing. Ibere arc 
no passenger vessels trading direct, and the “Dawn,1' a very small coaster, ia the only vessel that carries passengers to 
Port Adelaide. Appended are the fares charged, viii.:—

1st Single ...................... £8 15s.
1st Return ...................... £13 2s.

Hallway Farm.
Broken Rill to Sydney, ina Adelaide. 

Od. 2nd Single
6d. 2nd Retun

Broken Hill to Adelaide.
1st Single ...................... £2 9a. 8d. 2nd Single
1st Return ...................... £3 14s. Gd. 2nd Returr

Broken Hill to Port Pirie.
6s. Sd. 2nd Single

By Steamer.

Port Pirie to Sydney.
4s. Od. " '

1st Single ...................... £1

1st Single ...................... £4
1st Return...................... .. 2nd Return.

Port Adelaide to Sydney.
4s. Od. 2nd Si

1st Return ...................... £5 12a. Od. 2nd R(
By an arrangement with the Railway Department, I understand, these return tickets arc interchangeable.

1st Single ...................... £3

, £5 15s. 6d.
. £8 13s. 3d.

. £1 11s. Id.
......... . £2 6s. 8d.

1Gb. 7d.

. £2 12s. Gd.

. £2 Os. Od.

. £4 0s. Od.

VICTORIA.
FRIDAY, 9 OCTOBER, 389G.

[Tho Sectional Committee met at the “ Grand Hotel," MelLmrne, at 10 am.}

■ present:—
■ THOMAS THOMSOjV EWING, Esq. (CifAinMAx).

The lion. William Joseph Trickett. | Joiix Lionel Ekoax, Esq.
Thomas ITilKrv IIassai.l, Esq.

The Sectional Coinmitlee further considered tho proposed Railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

Mr. Uenrr C. Mais examined :—
404S. Chairman.'] Were you formerly Engineer-in-Chicf for South Australia? Yes, for twenty-one years. Mr. _ 
4D49. Did yon construct the railway line from Petersburg to UocVburn ? Yes; 1 constructed the whole H. C. Mats, 
of the South Australian railway lines, with the exception of 50 miles. q'rTr^'iHqfi
4050. What is the gauge of the railway to Cockburn ? Three feet 6 inches. a uet'’ioaD'
4051. What did it cost? 1444 miles to Cockburn cost £540,000 up to the end of 188S, or £8,740 per 
mile. Since that date they have spent nearly £69,000 on additional railway works. _ They bad sufficient 
rolling-stock when they opened the line to Broken Hill, but the traffic increased rapidly, and at the end 
of 1895 they had spent, close on £69,000 on additional rolling-stock and other works.
4052. What is the cost per mile of the 3-ft. 0-in. gauge, such as that from Petersburg to Cockburn?
About £3,000 per mile without equipment. '
4053. Was that work carried out at a dear time? No doubt the work could be done for less now. I 
may sav that tho line originally was intended solely for pastoral purposes. After the contract was let, 
some diggings wero discovered about 25 miles from Petersburg, and a large number of people went up 
there. It was then determined,to make the line of a better class. Originally it was only a line laid with 
4 inches of ballast, and the line was to be deviated where, under ordinary circumstances, a bridge would be 
necessary, and a bridge-crossing made, so that the line would go over any slight depression, A bank, for 
instance" would be made, and the line ivould bo brought over the top of that, and be brought into the same 
position it would occupy if a bridge wero built. That, however, was abandoned, and 4 inches of ballast,
1,700 yds. to a mile, were placed on the formation, and the sleepers put on top of that. The original 
intention was that 4 inches of ballast should fully ballast it. It was really an apology for ballast, and it 
would have almost been belter without it. The work of putting down 4 inches of ballast, and subse
quently ballasting the lino, was done with the object of making a better line. The moment the line was
opened additional ballast was put on by the Government.. _ ' .
4054. Mr. Trickctt,~\ AVas that the result of experience ? It was considered inadvisable to work the line 
in that condition. Originally the railway was built merely to develop the country for pastoral purposes.

’ " 4055.
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Mr.
H. C. Mais.
o'ocCms-

40oo Chairman.] tn your opinion, would it liavo carried the traffic without the additional ballast ? It 
would not have earned the diggings traffic. When that country is dry it is hard as the floor of this room, 
out alter the smallest shower ot nun it is as rotten as a bog. I have seen waggons loaded with goods going up 
to Broken Hill before the railway was built. There would perhaps be five'tons in a waggon. They would 
camp at night on the road, and in the morning I havo seen seventy of those waggons between Petersburg 
and .Broken Mill, some of them sunk in the ground up to the bed of the waggon ; others of them 1 foot 
or 2 feet down. That was simply because there was a slight fall of rain.
4056. Mr. Trickeft.'} \Yhat weight per truck did you estimate that this experimental line was to carry? 
Ihe line was built w ith 41-lb. steel-rails. That was the lightest permissible rail; it was really lighter 
than Iarhament sanctioned, but tho Ministry would not have it heavier. Parliament prior to that passed 
a resolution that no narrow gauge railway should he built with rails loss than 50 lb. weight. That resolu- 
uon was set aside, and 41-lb. rails substituted. The rule that prevails in that mutter usually is, that as 
oue-tweltth of weight m lbs. of the rail is to the weight, you cau put on a wheel. Dividing 41 by 12 vou 
ge da tons per wheel. Being steel, the rail would perhaps carry rather more than that" weight 
particularly it you had good sleepers under it. Many years ago when ] first went to South Australia’ 
there was a horse-line to he built from Gawler-town to Burra, where the copper-mines were. That line 
was /0 miles long. T reported on it to the Government, and the whole thing was altered. That line was 
[aid with a 40-1). iron-rail, and the sleepers wore 21 inches centres. AVc ran our locomotives off the main 
line on to that lino. 1 he locomotives were of a lighter class then. The heaviest engine we put on would 
have six wheels, tour coupled, and two in front, and it would weigh about 27 tons. They ran fairly well 
until they wore out the rails, and we had to renew them with 60 lb. steel-rails, with 20 inch centre 
sleepers. M you put the sleepers too close you cannot pack them, so there is a limit to that. Of course

le proposition as it appears now is this—what is the probable traffic you are going to carry on the line 
you propose to build ? Having ascertained that, you find out whether it is a daily regular traffic • then 
you know what power you want jo pull that traffic over the railway, and you get an engine fhat can pull 
+ Vn T ■ en y°u Clln ascertain whether you want it heavily or lightly ballasted, or whether you want 
to ballast it at all; but my experience in South Australia with reference to doing without ballast has not 
been satisfactory. A\ e made a line by day labour for a distance of 100 miles, at Ilergott Springs. That was 
done in a fair manner. It is a country extremely dry, but subject to occasional thunderstorms. After 
one ot those storms 1 have seen the engine sink right down and bury the rails 2 feet in the mud. After 
we got the train out we left the rails there until the dry weather, when we pulled thorn out. Tliat'country 
borders on the Jake, and there is gravel on it. J
4057, Chairman.'] AVliat do you consider the 3 feet 6 inch gauge railway from Cockburn to Petersburg
cost originally as ballasted to-day ? £3.000 per mile. D
4053. What do you think it would cost to-day? £2,500 per mile.
4050 mat would that railway cost if it were built to a gauge of 4 foet S’ inches ? There is no rule by 
which such an estimate could be made. J
4060. Can you give us any percentage ? I can give you a statement of facts. If a 3 feet 6 inch caime rail
way on level country cost £170 per mile less than the 5 feet 3 inch gauge, which was the standard^gaimo 
mhouth Australia at that time. In another part of the country, where it was most difficult to make’a 
railway, the difterenco ot cost was 50 per cent. The difference of cost between a 3 feet 6 inch fau^e rail
way, and a 4 feet S3- inch railway might be anything between £80 per mile and 30 per cent. It depends 
upon tho grades and various other things. i
4051. What would bo the minimum amount of ballast which you could use between Cockburn uudPet''rs- 

Tiy0U <iar7I,1S 0,1 hcavJr trafrie ? Nothing less than G inches tinder the sleepers. 
i“f>'70 ‘!°U rink:J^at a llue 4 ^ w‘de could be built to carry the trade between Cockburn

and Petersburg for £2.Mi) a mile, exclusive of rolling stock ? ft is level country, but I do not think you
the question01 ^ £^’00° 1:1 er rmle‘ Ti'atj llowcver, is only an estimate, 1 have not gone into

4063. la there ahmit to the use of additional sleepers? Yes, there is a limit. I am an advocate for havin'” 
a line fully sleepered, instead of putting in as few as possible. You cannot have sleepers too close if you 
on^surfaco hner 11,0 traffic on the ]ine fl'om Cockburn to Petersburg could never be conveyed

4064. Mr. ^an.] Do you think it is possible for a railway 606 miles long to compete with a railway 252 
miles Jong ? That is out of the question ; traflie will gravitate to tho port which is nearest to it.
406t>. Do you know if the rate of *d. per mile per ton pays the South Australian Government ? I cannot 
?!■. r'?'V whether lfc does pay, but jd. per ton per mile is very close shaving. It could not be done on 
diflicult gradients. There the gradients are in favour of the traffic. Prom Broken Hill to Port Pirie it is

lf ]llle had beea hud with fair rails and goo.d engines upon it, they 
Inrr i) tr^lc we ', ^beu abl}e is made too light you have to run too many small trains.
4 Jb'J. But ii railway would not pay if laid down with heavier rails, and at an extravagant cost in the first 
instance, that has to he taken into consideration. Those rails will never be replaced with 40.1b rails ■ 
they will be replaced with 50-lb, or 60-lb. rails.
4067. Will not that mean enormous cost added to the original cost ? No, because that is not paid for out 
ot capital. The difference in weight is charged to capital, but the cost of taking up the rails and putting 
them it own is charged to revenue. n t
™fS'n'D0/0U kn<?''r.'vliat tIie Silverton Tramway Company possess which would prevent any other 
company from building a line alongside of theirs, or which would prevent the New South Wales Qovern- 
ment from building such a line ? I do not know that that company has any special rights. There was
4nfi^1Wl,e,+ Tr+LdJu,irSiaS0m0 ruri fr011n Thackarillga in a straight line, but it never came to anything.

Jto C Litb° t0n d™mway Company's line cost ? Exactly the same as the South Australian 
railway to Cockburn. J t was built by the same people. When the railway was brought to tho border
W rr en r;1, through and finished it. The earthworks were done at the same price as the
last 10 miles ot the South Australian railway. The Cockburn line was taken in sections by the same
head quarters 616 ^ increase^ Pr'ce 8ivei1 ^or earthworks the further the contractor went away from

PABLI AMENT ABY
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Railway from Condobolin to Broken Hill.

' SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

APPENDIX.

A.
SWOKN SrATBMEKM lir Mu. WlJjlIiUt IlAIOH, Of rojtTI.\SJ), ANB Ml!. DAVID bATVaOS.

Wk, .Tames Eyan ami Lduw BuAland Bkckwoll, journalist ««d oiril engineer, rMpaclLrely. of LitU^. do ^ 
ncerc)v declare tliat on the 22nd day of September last we did obtain certain evidence from Mr. Wdlum Haigb, ot lortland. 

herewith marked “ and from Mr. David Lawaon, marked “ B ” Imrcwith attached, and having reference to the proposed 
erosion 7^ Lilwkv to Broken mil; and we make this solemn declaration. conscionUon.ly bol.avmg be true,
■inri in virtne of tho provisions of an Act made and passed in the ninth year of the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled 
” An Act for the more effectual abolition of oaths and affirmations taken and made in various v^A ^strlTuiS
of New South Wales, and to siihstil.nle declarations in lieu thereof, and for the suppression of voluntary and eitra-judwial

K Li. .. A -rt1 trO ^oaths and Aflidavits.”
Made and signed before me at Lithgow, 

this 1st day of October, 189G.
H. IS. S. BiiAcny, .LF.

JAMES HYAN,
LOUIS B. BLACKWELL.

Mr. William Haigh was examined, and stated as follows :—

1 have lived at Forthuid for nearly six years; was connected during that period with lime works. ,
I possess a thoroughly practicnl knowledge of the lime trade. rii.„ 0„„„ir
Hare been supplying lime to Mr. Howell’s smelting works at Dapto, and am now negotiating with bun for the supply 

of limestone.The property I am working consists of lo neves, secured by a 14-yeavs lease. , ,
The present exposed face of limestone in my quarry amounts to 40 feet; do not know what depth it is, but must bo 

roiisidorable, ns another quarry adjoining has been worked to a depth of 110 feet and not bottomed.
I cannot state the quantity of limestone in this neighbourhood, but think it is practically limitless.
The limestone deposit is exposed for half a mile in two directions.
The Cullen Bullcn Lime and Cement Company have a quarry in operation close by.
I am prepared to supply lime delivered in trucks at Portland Siding at 15s. 6d. per ton, and limestone at the same 

siding at 4s. Gd. per ton, subject to further reductions for large quantities. I consider the stone from these quarries the best
in the 23r(j f propose forwarding a sample of limestone to the Department of Mines for analysis.

Mr. David Lawson was examined, and stated as follows :—
For three years 1 was furnace manager to the Duudyvan Ironworks, near Glasgow j nine years m Muirkirk Ironworks, 

also in Scotland ; four years with the Landorc Siemens Stool Company, Swansea, in South Wales , , ,
My experience in this country consists of eighteen months at. Eitxroy, where I made 3,000 tons of pig iron, followed by

about three months in Tasmania at Laniprierc. __ _ . . ..

on the surface. ............. , . .
I consider there is from a half a million to three-quarters oi a million tons of iron ore on this estate.
T believe all the country round bore contains ironstone. ■
Sixpence per ton would be a fair royalty, to which must, bo added the cost of mining, amounting to 2s. Gd. a ton for 

brown hematite, and Is. a ton for magnetite, also carting three miles to Piper’s Flat Station.
This last item could be further reduced by constructing a (ramway.

[Two maps and two plans.]

Sydney : William Applegate Cullick, Government Printer.—18(17
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

RAILWAY FROM THE ROCK TO GREEN’S GUNYAH

REPORT.

The Parliamentary Standing! Committee on Public Works, appointed during 
the first Session ot tho present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 1888, 
51 Yic. No. 37, ihe Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889, 52 Yic. No. 26, 
and the Public Works (Committees’ Remuneration) Act of 1889, 53 Yic. No. 
11, to whom, was referred the duty of considering and reporting upon “the 
expediency of constructing a line of railway from Tho Rock io Green’s Gunyah,” 
have, after due inquiry, resolved that it is expedient the proposed railway should 
be constructed; and, in accordance with the provision of sub-scction IY, of 
clause 13, of the Public Works Act, report their resolution to tho Legislative 
Assembly:—v

The Proposed Railway.
1. The proposed railway lias been under consideration for some years. In 1891, 

in a report on proposed railways for Riverina by Mr. S. Alexander, then an Examiner 
of Public Works Proposals, a line was recommended from The Rook to Murray Hut, 
and this led to a deputation waiting upon the Minister for Public Works, and urging 
the construction of a line in the direction of Murray Hut, as far as Green’s Gunyah, 
and to a Minis!erial statement in tho Legislative Assembly tliat a railway would be 
taken through that locality. It was explained by the deputation then, and sub
sequently, that tho line would pass through good agricultural land, much of it Crown 
land, and open up the country towards Brookong and Urana, giving communication 
to existing settlers and encouraging further settlement. The following year a survey 
of a lino from The Rock to Murray Hut was completed, a route being decided upon 
which touched the southern end of the Crown land in the Green’s Gunyah district; 
and again the line to Green’s Gunyah was urged by a deputation to the Minister, 
this time with a written undertaking on the part of residents of the district to pay, 
if the railway were constructed, a special tax to the extent of Id. per acre on land 
within a distance of 5 miles of the line on each side, ^d.'per aero on land within a 
distance of 10 miles, and jd. per acre on land within a radius of 15 miles. Nothing 
definite, however, was done in the matter until 1895, when a Ministerial promise 
was given that the proposal should he taken into serious consideration; and this was 
followed by tho Railway Commissioners reporting upon the line, and by the reference 
of the work to this Committee.

Description op the Line.
2. The line, which is 25 miles 13 chains in length, commences as a 

branch of the Great Southern Railway at the Albury end of The Rock station, 
327 miles 7 chains 11 links from Sydney, and proceeds westerly, with a trend to the 
south, along a reserved 3-chain road, as far as 345 miles from Sydney, where the 
watershed between the Murray and Murrumbidgce Rivers is crossed. At this point 
the line leaves the reserved road, and takes a north-westerly course to Green’s 
Gunyah, where it ends at 352 miles 20 chains from Sydney on the travelling stock 
reserve which extends between Wagga and Urana. Except for a few miles at each

. end
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end of the line, where tho land is flat, the country passed through is undulating, 
and very little of it is private land. The ruling grade upon the line is 1 in f.O, and 
the sharpest curve 20 chains radius.

Estimated Cost.
3. The estimated total cost of the liue is £65,039, or £2,620 10s. 6d. per mile, 

exclusive of land and compensation, which, however, is so small that the estimate of 
£65,939 is not likely to be exceeded.

One of the largest items in the estimate is £11,928 for earthworks, which, in 
places, will he somewhat heavy. Culverts, timber bridges, and small timber openings 
are estimated at £3,512 ; permanent-way materials (60-lb. rails) at £15,697; laying, 
ballasting, and sleepers at £13,175; station works, including junctions and sidings, 
£2,832; station buildings at £4,015 ; and other items of expenditure cover freight, 
water supply, mileage and gradient posts, telegraph, engineering and contingencies, 
&c. Level crossings, cattle stops, and fencing are put down in the estimate at £982.

Kailway Commissioners’ Keport.
4. The report of the Kailway Commissioners upon the line shows, in a 

comparison of the estimated annual cost with the estimaled revenue, a loss per 
annum of £1,127. The annual cost, as estimated, amounts to £3,802, which is 
made up of interest on capital expenditure at 3^ per cent., £2,177, and working 
expenses, £1,625. The estimated annual revenue is £2,675, comprising goods traffic, 
live stock, &c., £2,200; passengers and parcels, £175 ; and mails, £300.

Nearly the whole of the country through which the line would run, the 
Commissioners say in their report, is exceedingly good agricultural land, but, as 
grain and similar produce cannot hear high rates of carriage, there is very little 
prospect of that development taking place in farming, which should be the ease, 
unless railway communication is afforded. Kut, while admitting this, they are of 
opinion that the proposed line, if constructed, will, for a long time to come, be a 
burden upon the existing railway system, unless there he entered into with the 
people of the district some arrangement such as they have expressed themselves 
willing to make, hy which they will he required to pay a special tax as a guarantee 
fund levied for the support of the line. On that condition, and the understanding 
that a local scale of traffic rates will he charged on the railway in order to produce a 
reasonable revenue, they strongly recommend the construction of the line. On any 
other basis they would not recommend it. The time has arrived, they consider, 
when some special action of this character should be taken in regard to what they 
describe as “the continuous applications for railway extension.”

At the date of their report—July, 1806—unprofitable lines forming part of 
the railway system of the Colony wero being worked at a loss of £370,000 per 
annum, and this sum has to be provided by the users of other sections of the railways 
paying higher rates than otherwise would he the case. Such a departure from the 
practice hitherto followed, as specially taxing the people of the district through 
which a railway likely to he unprofitable is constructed, would, the Commissioners 
point out, “have the effect of checking applications for lines in districts where 
there is little prospect of their being of a payable character; whilst, on the other 
hand, it would he a strong incentive to those living within the area guaranteeing 
the line to put all possible traffic thereon ; whereas now, in many cases, for a slight 
personal advantage, some of the lines arc left to carry 80 or 90 per cent, of the 
traffic winch returns but little net profit, while the small amount of traffic which 
gives a reasonable return is taken hy road.”

The guarantee, they consider, should cease as soon as lines of this character 
pay working expenses and 3 per cent, upon the capital outlay.

Estimate or Traffic.
5. The Commissioners’ traffic estimate is based on a report from tho Kailway 

Goods Superintendent, made to them in May 1S99 and subsequently amended. 
In the first instance the yield per annum anticipated from the line was set down at 
£1,075; but, in consequence of the Commissioners, during their visit to the district, 
being informed that the residents were prepared to pay double the rates stated in

the
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the Goods Superintendent's estimate, on all traffic except wool, and that all items of 
traffic, with tho exception of wool, would be doubled in tonnage, the estimated return 
from the line was increased to £2,675, the details of which are as follows:—

Q-oods, 800 tons, at 10s. per ton ... ................................................................ £400
Wool, 800 tons, at 10s. per ton ... ................................................................ 400
Grain, 4,000 tons, at 5s. per ton ... 
Live stock, 400 trucks, £L per truck

................................................................ 1,000
................................................................ 400

Passengers, 750 at 4s. (allowing one 
residents of the district) ...

and a half journey per annum for
................................................................ 150

Parcels ....................................... ................................................................ 25
Mails....................................... ... ................................................................ 300

Total ... ... ................................................................£2,075
The Sectional Committee appointed to inquire into the proposed work came 

to conclusions with regard to the traffic different from those of the E ail way Goods 
Superintendent and the Commissioners, and consider that instead of the line showing 
a loss of £1,127 per annum it would, with a fair season, probably show a surplus 
soon after construction. They report that the Commissioners’ stock estimate 
appears to be fair, and do not question the estimate regarding goods, passengers, 
parcels, and mails; but they are of opinion that the return from wool and wheat 
is under-estimated. A very reasonable forecast of the wool traffic, based on the 
information obtained by them, is £500 as compared with £400, the estimate of the 
Commissioners; and a very moderate yield, in a fair season, of wheat grown in the 
district will, they say, return to tho railway £2,250, representing 9,000 tons of 
wheat, as compared with £1,000, the Commissioners’ estimate, representing 4,000 
tons. “ Not only is the Eailway Commissioners’ estimate much under the return of 
last year’s harvest,” the Sectional Committee state in their Eeport, “ but it has been 
given without a full consideration of the yearly increase in the area of land under 
crop,” which increase is indicated by the progress apparent in clearing and prepara
tions for cultivation in many parts of the district.

These conclusions of the Sectional Committee place the estimate of traffic 
£1,350 above the total amount shown in the Commissioners’ estimate, and £223 in 
excess of the estimated annual cost. The details arc as follows :—

Goods ... , , . » . « , . , ... £400
Wool ... ... | i . ... ... 500
Grain ... *** ■•4 ... ... 2,250
Live stock ... 400
Passengers ... 150
Parcels ... ... ... 25
Mails ... ... ... 300

Total.,. ... £4,025

Pjiohahle Tiiafeic Area.

6. The Sectional Committee limit the country, from which traffic will be 
obtained hy the proposed railway, to an area extending for about 12 miles around 
Green’s Gunyah, and to within 6 miles of The Book.

Commencing at a point north-west of Galore, the boundaries of the area are 
as follows:—On the north-east by a line running south-east 24 miles and a little 
to the north of the road from Narrandera to Bullenbong, to a point about 2 
miles beyond Bullenbong; on the south-east by a line bearing south-west about 
24 miles, to a point within 3 miles of Urangeline Creek; on the south-west by a line 
bearing north-west about 24 miles, and following generally parallel with the 
Urangeline Creek for about 16 miles; and on tho north-west by a lino bearing 
north-cast about 21 miles, to the point first mentioned.

Over the area described, the Sectional Committee found that the special rate 
proposed by the Eailway Commissioners would attract produce to the line, this rate 
being considerably less than the present cost of conveyance by road.

The present road rate for the carriage o£ produce from Green’s Gunyah to 
The Eock is from 9s. to 10s. per ton, which, taking the lower figure, is 4s. in excess 
of what it is proposed to charge hy the railway. IVithin 12 miles of The Eock a 5s. 
rate, the Sectional Committee say, would probably prevent the proposed railway 
from being used except when the roads are had, for at this distance road carriage 
and the special railway rate are, in amount, tho same. But if a rate of, say, 2s. fid. 
per ton were charged within this distance, remunerative traffic would possibly he

obtained
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obtained to within 6 miles of The Rock, from which point the traffic would be 
attracted to the Great Southern Railway. That railway would, no doubt, within 
this limit, attract a certain portion of the traffic by road, not only to The Rock 
station but to Yerong station, south of The Rock.

Influence of existing- Railways on tde Traffic.
7- The proposed line is surrounded by existing railways which influence, 

more or less, the country in the southern parts of the Colony.
On the east, or at The Rook end of the proposed railway, there is the Great 

■ Southern trunk line; on the north the south-western line from Junee to Hay; on 
the west, the railway from Narrandera to Jerildevie; and on the south, the line 
from Culcairn to Corowa, as well as the Victorian railways beyond the Murray. 
Outside the 12 miles area around Green’s Gunyah, much of the traffic will 
probably go, as at present, to Narrandera and Coonong; and the Great Southern 
Railway, for a certain distance north and south of The Rook station, is in a position 
to attract from the proposed line traffic which might be regarded as belonging to it.

Suggested Special Tax and Local Rates.
_ .8. The suggested special tax upon the residents of the district, and the
imposition of special local rates, were matters which also came before tiie Sectional 
Committee in the course of their inquiry. They found that neither is viewed 
favourably by the residents. It is pointed out that, unless legislation be passed to 
render tbc special tax obligatory, it can only be levied with the consent of the land
owners, and that, in the absence of this legislation, many persons will refuse to pay.

A special rate for the carriage of produce is regarded as more equitable; but 
a charge of os. per ton for the conveyance of grain is twice the sum paid on the 
Kerrigan railway, and that is considerably greater than the ordinary grain rate. 
This fact, in itself, makes the proposed special rate unpopular, and, in addition to 
this, it is contended that before the railway can be constructed the district will 
have developed sufficiently to place the line on a paying basis, and render a special 
tax unnecessary. On this point, tbc Sectional Committee arc of opinion that the 
district around Green’s Gunyah is quite as favourably situated for the production of 
cereals as that around Kerrigan, and that settlement in the district will very shortly 
be as satisfactory as it was around Kerrigan when the construction of the Kerrigan 
railway was recommended by the Committee.

The Land in the District.
0. Within 5 miles of each side of the proposed line, and a similar distance 

beyond its terminus at Green’s Gunyah, the Committee learn, from official informa
tion supplied by the Department of Lands, there are 130,980 acres of alienated land, 
26,840 acres of reserves, and 2,880 acres of Ciown laud. .Between 5 and 10 miles 
there arc 115,880 acres of alienated land, 28,040 acres of reserves, and 3,820 acres of 
Crown laud. Within from 10 to 15 miles there are 103,100 acres of alienated land, 
21,810 acres of reserves, and 4,830 acres of Crown land. These figures make a total 
of about 450,000 acres of alienated land, 75,000 acres of reserves, and 10,500 acres 
of Crown land.

As the construction of the railway must enhance the value of land in the 
district, an increase in the rentals charged bv the State cannot be regarded as 
unjustifiable. '

Agricultural Prospects.
10. Within the 12-mile limit area, defined by the Sectional Committee, there 

are about 370,000 acres of land, 300,000 of which may be classed as suitable for the 
growth of cereals. The remainder is plain country, most of which will probably 
continue to be used for pastoral purposes. In the smaller area, from which traffic 
will he obtained at a lower rate than can be charged in the larger, there are about 
46,000 acres, a considerable proportion of which is good agricultural land.

_ The agricultural prospects of the district are very satisfactory. Statistics 
supplied to the Sectional Committee represent the area at present under cultivation 
as 20,984 acres. Large areas of land held for pastoral purposes are being devoted to 
agriculture. On Krookong station 5,000 acres have boon let this year, to he placed

under
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under wheat. Next year this quantity will be increased to 7,000 acres, and 
ultimately to 10,000, the reason gi ven for the increase being that agriculture pays better 
than pastoral occupation. 30,000 acres at Brookong arc about to revert to the 
Crown under the exchange system, and will shortly be thrown open for settlement. 
Most of this land is suitable for agriculture. Locally the not return from pastoral 
land is estimated at from 3s. to 4s. per acre, and that from wheat land at 15s.

In the vicinity of Green’s Gunyah agriculture is rapidly extending, much of 
the land being well farmed.

The high price of wheat, which will probably not be permanently maintained, 
has had great effect in stimulating the growth of cereals. In this district, in some 
parts of which the rainfall is under 20 inches, bad seasons must ho expected; 
still there can he little doubt of the suitableness of the conditions around Green’s 
Gunyah or of agriculture being upon a solid basis. To the Sectional Committee 
the possibilities of progress appeared so great, that they regard the figures from 
which traffic to the railway may at the present time bo estimated, as not a true 
index of the amount of production probable from the increase of settlement certain 
to follow railway construction.

Wool Proimjction.
1.1. A considerable quantity of wool is produced in the district, and at present 

goes to Melbourne', by way of Corowa ; although, for several years it came to Sydney. 
Under the competitive system which prevails in connection with the railway systems 
of this and the adjoining southern colony, efforts to secure the wool for Victoria 
are not likely to he relaxed; but the extension of the railway system of New South 
Wales from The Bock to Green’s Gunyah must place that system in a more advan
tageous position than at present.

The Committee’s Bec o mm ex dation .

12. Lor the reasons staled—(1) the suitableness of the land in the district 
for agriculture; (2) the extent to which cultivation is now carried on, and will 
probably progress ; and (3) the increased value that will be given by the line to 
Crown lands in the district—the Committee are of opinion that the proposed railway 
should ho constructed.

The resolution passed by the Committee is shown in the following extract 
from their Minutes of Proceedings :—

“ Mr. O. Hobert? n.oved— ,
‘That, in tin’ (.(pinion of thoCommittee, it in expedient the' proposed dtuilwny from The Hock 
to (fi’cen's Gunvuli, as referred to the Committee liy the Legislative Assembly, bo carried 
out.’

“ 'The motion was sochnded by Mr. lilaek. and passed on the following division : —
Ayes, S.

Mr. Ewing, 
Mr. Hoberts, 
Mr. O’Connor. 
Mr, Clarke, 
Mr. llassall, 
Mr. Black,
Mr. Wright, 
Mr. .Parnell.

rs’oes, 5.

Mr. Humpbery, 
Mr. Hoskins, 
Air, Trickettj 
Mr. Lee.
Mr. Pegnn.

“ Mr. Leo moved—
1 That it be a condition that. prior to the railway being constructed, the landowners guarantee 
the amount per acre recommended by tho Railway Commissioners.’ ”
“The motion was seconded by Mr. Wright, and negatived on the following division:—

Ayes, o.
Mr. Mumpbcry, 
Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr. Triekett, 
Mr. Lee,
Mr. Wright.

Woes, 8.
Mr. Ewing, 
Mr, Roberts, 
Mr. O’Connor, 
Mr. Clarke, 
Mr. Has sail, 
Mr. Regan,
Mr. Rlack,
Mr. Parnell."

TJIOS. EWING,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
Sydney, 25th November, 1897.
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PARLIAMENTAItY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
■ WORKS.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE,

RAILWAY FROM THE ROCK TO GREEN’S GUNYAH.

TRUIiSDAT, 1G SEPTEMBER, 1897. 

present:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Ciiairmaj-).

The lion. Frederick Thomas HuimiEiiT. 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
'The Hon. Charles James Koherts, C.M.G. 
Tho lion. William Joserii Tiuckeit.
Tho Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Has sale, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from The Rock to
Green’s Gunyah.

Henry Deane, Enginecr-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, sworn,
and examined:—

1. Jtfr. Zee.] You appear here on behalf of the Under Secretary for Public Works ? Yes, owing to the 
unavoidable absence of the Under Secretary. I have a statement prepared by him which I will read:—

Proposkd Railway Line—The Rock to Green’s Gunyah.

H. Deane.

16 Sept., 1897.

in his report on proposed railways forBiverinn, dated 30th March, 1S91, recommended a line from 
Iho Kook to Murray Hut, which would run about S or 9 miles south of Green’s Gunyah.

Encouraged by this report, a deputation, introduced by Messrs. Connly, Dibbs, line, and Lyne, M’s.P., waited upon 
Mr. Secretary ’i oung, and urged the construction of a line of railway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah. Tho Minister 
promised that as soon as surveyors could be spared he would have a survey made, and also continue it on to Murray Hut.
■ xi ?.oou a^Gr ^r‘ Barge was engaged on an exploration of the route, and in November, 1891, the Minister stated 
m the House that the lino would be taken through Green’s Gunyah.

, Tlds prospect, however, was not realised, and persons interested urged the adoption of the route via Green’s Gunyah, 
ami that tho lino might be taken within a mile of Mount Galore.

Hereon Mr. Burge reported that the line recommended by Mr. Alexander ran S or 9 miles south of Green’s Gunyah, 
but be (Mr. Burge) had deflected his line 6 or 7 miles north of Mr, Alexander's, so as to touch the southern end of the 
Vjrowu lands forming the district known as Green's Gunyah, To go further north (to the Post Office) would add to the 
length of the line considerably, and increase the expense, and bring it within tho area served by tho Narrandera lino ; and 
would, moreover, involve a double crossing of Brookong Creek. To take tlie line, as proposed, witliin a mile of Mount 
Galore would increase and emphasise these objections.

On 11th August, 1S!>2, Mr. Deane reported tho completion of the survey from The Bock to Murrav Hut—length, 
99 miles. Estimated cost, £3,630 per mile ^ £3o9,370. '
. Deputations urging the construction of the line from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah, waited upon Mr. Secretary Lyne, 
.in September, 1802, and November, 1893, and on the latter date the Minister stated lie had been in favour of the construction 
of the line for some time ; and when the Betterment Bill, which he then had before the House, became law, he intended to 
urge before his colleagues the necessity for its eonstrnotiou. This, Mr. Lyne said, was one of the lines he desired to have made 
under the Tublie M orks Act Amendment Bill, and if it was possible for him to induce the Government to construct it, the 
work would be carried out,

_ Bo further action of importance was taken till March, 1S93, when Mr. Lyne introduced a deputation urging tho 
submission of the line—Tlie Book to Murray Hut—to the Public Works Committee. Mr. Young, in reply, said lie was fully 
aware of the highly productive character of this district, and promised to take the matter seriously into his consideration.

In April, 1890, the Minister issued instructions for a report to bo obtained from the Railway Commissioners on the 
proposal from The Book to Green’s Gunyah. Mr, Deane estimated the line would cost £67,000, and would be about 2d 
miles long.

The Commissioners forwarded their report on tho 7th July, 1896.
It should he pointed out that since the Commissioners’ Report the estimated cost has been reduced by Mr. Dcnne 

from £67,000 to 9:50, or an average per mile of £2,620 10s.
ROBT. HICKSON,

Under Secretary for Public Works and Commissioner for Roads.
Theg!>2—A
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H. Deane.

16SepM8oV.

The Bail way Commissioners’ Report on the proposed line is as follows:—
Office of the Railway Commissioners of New South Wales, Sydney, 7 July, 1896. 

Proposed “ Pioneer’1 line of Railway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah. Length, 26 miles.
In accordance with section 13 of the “ Public Woiks Act of 1SSS,” we beg to report as under

Cost of construction—
The Engineer-in-Chief estimates cost of constructing the line (exclusive of land and 

compensation), at ................................................................................ ...................................
Annual cost— _

Interest on capital expenditure, at 3J per cent........................................................ £2,177
Working expenses (total cost).................................................................................... • 1,623

£67,000

Total annual cost .................................................................... £3,802
Estimated rename.—

Goods traffic, live stock, &c......................................................................................... ^2,200
Passengers and parcels ................................................................................................ 1/6
Mails . ........................................................................................................................... 800

TotAl annual revenue £2,675

Ne/irly tho whole of the country through which the lino would run is exceedingly good agricultural land ; hut as 
grain and similar produce cannot bear high rates of carriage, there is very little prospect of that development taking place 
in fanning, which would he tho case, unless railway communication is nflordod.

The line, however, if constructed, would for a loug time to come ho a burden upon the existing systems ; but as the 
people of the district, when applying for this milway in 1893, made the suggestion that the whole of the surrounding 
district should have a guarantee fund levied feu the support of tho lino, to the extent of Id. per acre within a distance of 5 
miles on each side, Id. per acre within a further distance of 10 miles, and Jd. per acre within a radius of 15 miles, we 
would strongly recommend the construction of the line on these conditions : but the. land for a distance of 5 miles from The 
Rock station on the main Juneo-Albury line should he excluded, as the residents within that area are already served by 
the main line. Tho time lias arrived when some special action of this character should he taken in regard to the continuous 
applications for railway extension. _

At the present time, as stated in our Annual Report, unprofitable lines are worked, involving a loss of £3/0,000 per 
annum, and tins sum has to be provided by tho users of the other sections of the railways. This necessitates the charging 
of higher rates than would otherwise he tlie case. The productive territory of New South Wales is so far from (he sea
board tliat the development and prosperity of the country to a large extent depends upon exceptionally low rates being 
charged for produce, and this great burden of unprofitable lines is a serious handicap upon our efforts to reduce lates.

The adoption of such a departure as the foregoing would have the oll'eet of cheeking applications for lines in districts 
where there is little prospect of their being ol a payable character ; whilst, on tlie other hand, it would be a strong incentive 
to those living within the area guaranteeing the lino to put all possible traffic thereon : whereas now, in many cases, tor a 
slight personal advantage, some of tlie lines are left to carry SO or 91) per cent, of tlie traffic which returns but little net 
profit, while tho small amount of traffic which gives a reasonable return is taken by road.

In connection with this lino, it may be mentioned that the owners of Brookong Station last year, and again this year, 
diverted tlie whole of their traffic to Melbourne, whereas had this branch been in existence, and the guaranteeing arrange
ment been in force, no doubt the whole wool clip would have been put upon the line to he forwarded to Sydney, the 
guarantee to cease so soon us the line pays working expenses, and 3 per cent, upon (lie capital outlay.

The residents of the district, during an interview with us, were informed that a local scale of rates would be charged 
for the traffic on this line, as, if this were not done, there would be no prospect of a reasonable revenue lieing derived.

{11. M. G. EDDY,
Chief Commissioner. 

CHARLES OLIVER,

Commissioner.
W. M. PEHON,

Commissioner.
Tlie following is a description of tho railway:—

The Rock to Green’s Gunyah (now Lockhart) Railway.
(Length, 25 miles 13 chains ; estimated cost, £65,939, or £2,620 10s. 6d. per mile, exclusive of land and compensation,) 

This hue commences as a branch of the Great Southern Railway at the Albury end of The Rock station, at 327 miles 
7 chains 11 links, and occupies partly a reserved 3-chain road, bearing westerly with a trend to the south as far as 315 
miles, where the watershed between the Murray and Murrumbidgee Elvers is crossed. _

Here the reserved road is left, and a north-westerly direction is taken to Green’s Gunyah, whore the line ends at 
352 miles 20 chains on the travelling stock reserve, No. 991, which stretches between Wagga and Urana.

Tlie country passed through is undulating, except for a few miles at each end, which arc flat.
Very little private land is intersected.

2. Have you any plans to put in in connection with the proposed line? I have a compilation of the 
parish maps and a general outline of the route to a scale of 2 inches to tlie mile, a tracing of the line as 
proposed to a scale of 10 chains to the inch, and a section of the line to a horizontal scale of 10 chains to 
an inch, and vortical scale of ]00 feet, and the Books of Reference.
3, Mr. Hoskins^ The Department required the residents to give some guarantee, did it not? Yes. I 
heg to hand in a printed report by Mr. Stanley Alexander on tlie proposed railways in the Riverina 
referred to in the statement.
4. Do you know whether the people are willing to give the land for the purposes of the railway free ? 
Scarcely any private land will be required. The line goes through reserves nearly the whole distance. 
It is a 3-chain road most of the way. At the Green’s Gunyah end it passes through some land belonging 
to the Brookong run, which is to he exchanged for some other land belonging to the Government.
5. Mr. Lee.-\ Will you describe to the Committee the nature of the line you propose to build ? The line 
is of the usual character, hut tho earthworks in some places are heavier than these on other light lines 
which have been lately considered, and the cost comes out considerably higher. It is about £2,600 a mile. 
6. Has there been some alteration in the survey or some other cause which led you to reduce the amount? 
That small reduction which is mentioned in Mr. Hickson’s report is chiefly due to the adjustment of prices. 
7. It does not refer to any alteration in the principle of the line ? No.
8. Is it put before the Committee as a light line ? Yes.
9, To be ballasted throughout ? No ; only to be partially ballasted.
10. What difficulty, if any, are you likely to meet with from watercourses ? No difficulties. There is 
only one creek of any importance.
11. It is fairly flat country there, is it not? It is undulating country. It is very flat when you got 
within a few miles of Green’s Gunyah. Then the country is flat right away west to Urana, Jerilderie, 
and Berrigan. ■ 12.
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12. The nearer you get to Brookong you get more into level eounti'y? Tes. H. Deano.
13. And with rather a heavy rainfall what provision have you made on that portion, of the line for
earrying off surface water ? I have included in the estimate an item of about £3,500 to cover the cost of 16 Sept.,1897. 
culverts.
14. How would that be divided ? There must be either one large water-course or a number of small ones ?
Tho country will be dealt with according to its requirements,
15. Have you made any special provision in that respect ? X have made what I consider a necessary 
provision.
10. Do you anticipate any difficulty with the surface water there P No.
17. Are the conditions of that district such that it is not subject to heavy flushes of surface water? No,
I do not think there will he any difficulty at'all. 'There is only one creek of importance. Several

. openings will have to be made there to take the floods, but there is not a largo water-course.
18. What was the cost per mile of tho lino from Narrandera to .Jerilderie? X do not remember. That 
line has been made some years ; and when it was made, the same attention was not paid to economy that 
there is now. It also includes a long bridge over the Murrumbidgee.
19. I presume the cost of material was much higher then ? Yes; labour and everything. The line that 
is nearest to this in cost that the Public Works Committee have considered is the line from Tamworth 
to^Manilla; but on the Green’s Gunyah line the earthworks are heavier, but, of course, there is no large 
bridge as there is over the X’ecl Jlivor,
20. Taking works of that character what would be the general average cost of the remainder of the 
line, exclusive of such special items ? If the earthworks and the drainage were reduced, that is to say, if 
the earthwork and the drainage were of the ordinary character of those of light lines, we should cut out 
about £500 per mile. That would bring it down to about £2,100 a mile, and that would be very close to 
what has been recently given as tbe estimated cost of lines,
21. Does the drainage differ from the ordinary works ? It does, in this way: the earthworks are heavier.
There are cuttings on this line that will probably have a depth of 15 or 16 ft. Instead of being a surface 
line it will be over a certain portion a cutting and bank line. If you look at the parish map on which 
the line is marked, you will see that about two-thirds along the length of the lino from The Bock there 
is a series of curves; those curves are rendered necessary by the character of the country. There are 
several heavy cuttings about that part.
22. I presume that is intended to obtain a sufficiently easy grade ? Yes; a sufficiently easy grade, with 
the minimum of earthwork.
23. What grade have you decided upon ? One in 80.
24. Will that bo sufficient to meet the requirements of such a line, which will he considered a grain line ?
Yes ; when we come to the construction 1 may be able to flatten the grades a little. T am satisfied that 
a ruling grade of 1 in 80 can be obtained at that cost.
25. We should like to have it from you definitely that these curves and detours from the straight line 
have been adopted for the purpose of obtaining a good grade ? Yes; the reason why the line follows this 
course down south-west, instead of going straight across to Green’s Gunyah, is that it follows along a 
3-chain road until it gets to about the 344£ miles, that is 17 miles from The Rock. Por the length of 17 
miles from The Rock it follows almost entirely that 3-chain road, and from that point it follows a general 
north-westerly direction to Green’s Gunyah.
26. Then the portion along the road appears to follow a fairly straight line ? Yes.
27. But after you leave the road, the line appears to make several rather large curves. Yes.
28. And your answer is that they have been adopted tor the purposes of obtaining a sufficiently easy
grade? Yes. The 3-chain road that is made there was laid down, I believe, after the first survey from 
The Rock to Murray Hut, It followed the course of the line for a certain distance, and towards the 
end of the 3-chain road, that is about 344£ miles from Sydney, the road itself is curved. That is because 
it follows the original trial line. The trial line had these curves on it in order to follow the contour of 
tlie country, ‘
29. May I ask whether that 3-chain road is there in consequence of the policy of making reservations 
some years ago which was adopted in nearly every trial survey ? No.
30. Is this 3-chain road land that was reserved some years ago for a possible railway extension? No, it 
is not of tho same character. I he reserves that used to he made for railway purposes were 2 miles in 
width, a mile on each side of the trial survey line. This road was made because I believe the necessity for 
opening up communication was recognised, and it was thought desirable to carry it along where eventually 
a line would probably be taken.
31. In consequence of the existence of that 3-chain road of which you have been able to avail yourself,
the resumption of land for that distance, I presume, will he entirely avoided? Not altogether. Last 
week I went over the line, taking with me the parish map and a tracing of the plan, to a 10-chain scale and 
a section of tho line as laid out. The result of my inspection of the line was to select a slightly different 
route in some cases in order to make the earth-works easier and to get the desired grade. This line, 
shown on the parish map in red, is the line submitted for investigation by the Committee; hut the line 
which I decided in my own mind was the proper one to adopt, would differ from this line to the extent 
that for the greater part of the way instead of being on the left hand side of the road it would be on the 
right hand side of the road, and at two places it would outer on privhte property instead of remaining on 
the road. One of these places is at the bend, 329-j miles. That is the point where the spur of what is 
called The Rock runs out. I find that by keeping a little off tbe road and going on to private land a 
better line could be obtained. •
32. Will that necessitate any alteration in the Book of Reference ? No; the Book of Reference is 
complete. The other alterations I mentioned are to make the lino diverge at 334 miles to tho left, crossing 
the creek, and tnrning round to tbe left again, and coming on to the road at about 336 miles. When tbe 
Committee go over tbe line they will sec that there is rather a stiff rise from the creek up for about half 
or three-quarters of a mile, and in order to obtain good gradients it is better to curve the line round in 
that direction, These are the two places where the line will touch private property. Wi ill regard to the 
lino where it leaves the 3-chain road at about 344 miles, and apparently goes through private allotments, 
those allotments belonged to the freehold of the Brookong estate. They have been handed over to the 
Government in exchange for other land.

33.
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H, Deane. 33, 'Would you be good enough to give the numbers o£ tho portions ? The numbers are 40, 41, and 81. 
-^esQ actions were transferred to the Crown, and arc now Crown land ? Tes. 

ep ., 8 7. 35 j^re the portions traversed by the deviation at 355 small or large holdings ? Small holdings.
36. But are they seleotions or pastoral holdi nga ? The three portions belong to Edward Ashcroft and T. 
H. Cawood. It is land that has been selected, I think.
37. Beyond taking tlie line through the land you take no improvements of very much value ? Ko. I 
think that a portion of the land is under cultivation, but we need not take much oE it.
38. Your evidence is that there arc m engineering diflieuHies to be contended with on this line ? No.
39. And there is every reason to suppose that for the amount of money indicated a substantial lino can 
be made? Yes.
40. Are you of opinion that a lino of that character would meet tho requirements of the district? Yes.
41. You do not think it is necessary to construct a lino at a higher rate ? No,
42. This line will afford all the convenience that is required by that district? Yes.
43. You are satisfied in your own mind about that ? Yes.
44. Do you think there is any point of take off on the main line more suitable than The Eock ? No. The 
Eock is the most suitable.
45. In so short a distance the provision for stations is a very small item ? The amount in my estimate 
for station work, including sidings and buildings, is £6,877.
46. Have you a detailed estimate by you ? Yes. It is as follows:—

Tun Rock to Green’s Gunyah (now Lockhart).

Revised estimated cost of a single hue of railway, 25 miles 31 chains in length, with CO-lb. rails. Ruling grade, 1 in 80.
Sharpest curve, 20 chains radius.

Descri])lion. Estimated Cost. Averajro 
per mile

Earthwork.....................................................................
Culverts, timber bridges, and small timber openings
Level crossings, cattle stops, and fencing .................
Permanent-way materials ..........................................
Freight .........................................................................
Laying at Is., £2,160 4s................................................
Eallasting one-quarter at 4s., £2,169 4s......................
Sleepers at 3s., £9,110 14s.............................................
Station works, including junctions ami sidings.........
Station buildings—Waiting-sheds, £400 ; platform, £200 ; goods-shed, £200 ; station-master's 

house, £200 ; 5-ton crane, £200 ; 20-ton weighbridge, £‘275 ; stock-yards, £370 ; engine- 
shed, £500 ; turn-tables, £1,100; coal stage, £150 ; carriage-shed, £200 ; grain-shed, £250.)

Water supply......................................................................................................................... ....................
Mileage and gradient posts................... ......................... .........................................................................
Telegiaph .............................................. ...................................................................................................
Miscellaneous.............................................................................................................................................

Cost of works..............................................................................................................................................
Engineering and contingencies, 12t per cent, nearly ........................................................................

Total cost ....................................................................

Average cost per mile

£ s. A £
11,928 10 0 474
3,512 1 0 140

982 10 0 39
15,697 7 3 624
3,735 4 6 148

13,175 O 0 524

2,832 0 0 112

4,045 0 0 161
1.500 0 0 60

377 s 9 15
377 8 9 15
450 0 0 18

58,612 12 9
7,326 7 3 291

£65,939 0 0

£2,620 10 0

47. Under these rates of construction you are of opinion that the lino will be sufficiently strong to carry 
a locomotive sufficiently heavy to draw the heavy trains which will ho necessary, inasmuch as it will be a 
grain line ? Yes.
48. You think you have made ample provision for the cost? Yes,
49. I suppose you do not care to express any opinion as 1o the policy of this expenditure? No; but I 
was very much struck with the fine character of the country.
50. Could you tell us, with regard to that local levy, whether the people are still willing to carry out that 
levy? I am pretty sure that they are. When I was there, tho residents were very anxious to get tho 
line, and quite willing to fall in with such an arrangement.
51. Are there any other points in connection with the line that you would like to lay before tho 
Committee? I mentioned just now that some of these freehold lands had been handed back to the 
Government in exchange for other lands, so that the cutting up of this land and its sale by the Government 
will result in considerably more settlement than there is at present. Eecently, the village of Green’s 
Gunyah, now called Lockhart, was surveyed, and portions were put up for sale ; and I am told that the 
prices fetched were considerably higher than the upset price, and that all the allotments put up were sold.
52. Chairman.} Are there any buildings on them ? There is an hotel, and a number of small buildings 
are going up. The district gave one Jhe impression of being one of considerable energy.
53. Mr. Zee.] Is agriculture there capable of extension ? Yes, very largely. I should have mentioned 
that a large area of what was originally the Brookong run, about 9,000 acres, has been cut up and sold.
54. How long ago? Quite recently. .
55. Was that done in anticipation of the extension of the railway or on account of the demand for land 
in that district ? I think the Committee should get the information from the Lands Deparment.
56. How many acres of alienated land would the line take ? About 25 acres.
57. The rest of the lino goes either along the road or through land at present in the hands of the Crown? 
Yes.
58. In that case, the small area of land that is required to be taken would not necessitate a demand on 
the part of the Government that tbe land should be given? No.
59. We might fairly accept that as an explanation of the absence of any recommendation of that sort? 
Yes, I should like to suggest to the Committee that they obtain particulars as to the amount of Crown 
land which is available for selection. I should also like to add that I ascertained that on the Brookong

estate
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estate there were 4,500 acres of land under cultivation on the share principle, not very far from Green’s H. Deane.
Gunyah, and I was informed that the total area under crop in the vicinity of Green’s Gunyah was about ----- - ■
20,000 acres. To the north of Lockhart there are tho districts of Galore, Osborne, and Go rue Creek. 16 Sept., 1897. 
with regard to the possible extension of the line in tho future, I should like to point out that if the line 
were carried straight from the 3-chain road in a straight line across country it would cross the .Rrookong 
aud Mahonga runs, and arrive eventually at the district of Clear Gills.
60. That is no great distance from Berrigan ? Thirty miles.
61. Would not that be too close ? J am not expressing any opinion as to tho advisability of it. I was
only mentioning that that is the direction which the line might follow, J. should like to say that it is not 
necessary that the line should follow that straight course, which is tlie production of the 3-chain road, 
hut if it went round by Green’s Gunyah, then, by turning slightly to tho left after passing Green’s Gunyah, 
it could come on to the same route again. ’ ‘
62. I suppose the distance from The Bock to Coonong would he about 50 miles? Kn. 60 miles.
63. Your proposal is to go about 23 miles ? About 25 miles.
64. From Green’s Gunyah to Coonong would he about 15 miles. No. 36 miles.
65. It would not he over 30 miles ? Thirty-four miles in a straight line.
66. The railway station at Coonong would influence the traffic 15 or 16 miles from that point ? They look 
upon it that the road between Coonong siding and Urana is practically impassable. ] t would look as if tho 
line ought to he kept well south so as to run parallel with the Jerilderie branch, and not interfere with it.
6/. In consequence of the views I mentioned, it would be difficult for you to say how it would be possible 
for any extension of this line to he entertained? I would say this: that if there is any reason for ex
tending the line from Green’s Gunyah in a south-westerly direction it is this—that at present the whole 
of the produce of that district goes into Victoria. From Urana and Clear Hills, from Brookong and 
Mahqnga, the wool and pretty well the whole of the produce from this district is taken into Victoria, and 
if a lino were made there it would have the effect of intercepting it.
68. ^Regarding the traffic from that district which is said to go to Victoria, do you happen to know 
whether the conditions have changed in any respect since the completion of the line to Berrigan ? No ; 
because they would not go down to Berrigan and then go back again. Berrigan does not suit them, 
ffil. You say that the country lying between Berrigan and the Murray necessarily yielded traffic to the 
Victorian railways before there was an extension from Jerilderie; hut since that has been completed to 
Berrigan, does it not capture a certain amount of trade that used to go to Victoria? I think Mr. Harper 
could give you bettor information as to that.
/0. Mr. Triekett.'] I think you said that on your visit you determined that the lino, instead of going along 
tho 3-eIiain road in certain places, should go into’the adjoining land ? Yes,
71. Was that Crown laud? No ; private land.
72. Would that cause any claims for severance ? Not to a serious extent.
73. Did you inquire into that? Well, I saw the conditions.
74*. You took that into consideration ? Yes. It is the only way that I saw of getting the grade that is 
wanted namely, a grade of 1 in 80—without incurring heavy expense in earthworks, and almost destroying 
tho road. & ; r , j0
/5. Would it lengthen the line to any eonsiderahlc extent? It lengthens the line by about half a mile.
76. Would you get all your material for the line on the route ? Yes: we can get sleepers, and we should 
get ballast at The Eock. 1 ’ .
/7.,"\Vouhl you have to employ separate rolling-stock for that line, or would the ordinary engines bo used 
on it. They are GO lb. rails, and no doubt certain engines would he told off for the work.
78. Would it be a lighter class of engine than those used on the main line ? Yes, lighter than the heavy
engines which draw the main-line trains. '
79. Would it he worked in the same way as the other light lines which have been recently carried out ?
Yes, exactly, ' '
80. I suppose this line of railway may be considered on a par with the Nevertire to Warren railway ? It 
is a heavier line than that.
81. Is it a very soft kind of country ? No ; it is undulating country. Some of it is very flat, and some 
rather hilly.
82. You said, in reply to Mr. Lee, that the local residents were prepared to submit to a kind of guarantee 
rate? les, hut I did not go into auycaleulation.
83. Is it a line that would bo likely to cost much for niaintenaucc? No.

dd'ere are well-defined waterways to carry away the water to prevent anything like what occurred on 
fhe Larrabri to Morce railway ? Yes, there are defined waterways. There is one point which struck me 
very iorcibly when going over that line from Coolamon to Ariah, and that was the advisability of making 
an arrangement, if possible, such as was suggested by the Itailway Commissioners when the Lismore to 
Tweed line was before the Committee—viz,, that where a railway increased the value of the land, the 
increased value of the land should to some extent go towards paying the capital for the line. I think 
there is very little doubt that there are many districts in the Colony where tho land which is worth (sav) 
from 15s. to 20s. an acre is doubled in value as soon as a railway is made; and it would be only fair that 
tho cost of the railway should he partly defrayed out of that increased value.
85. Chairman.] What you mean is virtually a railway betterment tax ? Yes.

Will the owners of the land through which the railway is to run give tbe land required 
for the line? I did not make any inquiries on that point. The quantityreq aired would be very small,
87. Do you propose to fence the line where it goes through private property ? That might or might not 
be necessary. I have enough in the estimate, I think, to fence it if necessary; but I do not think it 
will be.
88. Is it a sheep grazing country? It is partly grazing, and one portion that wc should go through is 
under cultivation.
89. And it would not bo necessary to fence that ? No ; nor tho other, because the lines that have been 
recently approved go through grazing country and they arc not fenced.
90. Have you constructed any lines that run through uufenced grazing properties, and if so lias there 
been any outcry on the part of proprietors of runs and any inconvenience or loss of sheep ? I do not 
think there has heeu any serious outcry, though I think that occasionally stock are run over.

91.
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IT. Deane. 91, But not to such an extent as to make that a ground for fencing ? No ; the iraffie is worked entirely
''’Tscj? 111 ^)c tl:iy It would he a matter for serious consideration if tlie trains had to be run at night.

16 Sept., 1897. 92. Would a train he run every day on this line? I should not think so. They have a mail twice a week 
I think now at Green’s Gunyah from The Eock. '
93. 1 suppose that is only a smaE settlement ? It is a village which has only recently been laid out.
94. Is there plenty of water at Green’s Gunyah ? Yes. ...
95. Mr. QlarkeJ] Seeing that this is a short line, is it intended to carry it further ? There is no intention 
at present to carry the line any further. 1 explained a little while ago how it could ho extended. 1 think 
the direction it would take if it were extended would ho towards Clear Hills.
96. I think yon indicated in what direction it should bo carried down towards Berrigan ? Yes ; it was 
Clear Hills. That broken line 011 the map shows the position of the survey.
97. In answer to Mr. Triekett yon could not give any idea whether the land would be given for the
purposes of the railway by the owners ? There is not much of it.
98. The line goes through good country ? Yes ; very fine country.
99. Pit for the growth of wheat and other cereals ? Yes.
100. Mr. Wright.'] "Will yon explain why that double bend is shown in the line; it bends first to the 
north and then to the south ? The first bend is to avoid The Eock; then the lino follows the 3-chain 
road.
101. Does it, by coming to the south, avoid the Bullongong Plains? Yes; they lie to the north-east of 
Green’s Gunyah,
102. If a prolongation of that line takes place, can you tell the Committee why the nice little town of
Urana is loft out ? It is pretty close to the Jerilderie line. _
103. Is there any particular reason why Urana should be left out if the line is prolonged? It is too near 
the other line, and it would appear to be desirable to tap the country further south.
104. I suppose the town must be sacrificed for uninhabited country? No; there is a good deal of settle

- ment at Clear Hills.
105. According to Mr. Alexander’s report, the whole of the population of that district is 997 people, all 
the way from The Eock to Urana, leaving out Urana ? That would have to be supplemented very 
considerably,
106. Do you think it would be quadrupled ? I do not know.
107. If that is a proper estimate of the population six years ago, do you think it is likely to be more than 
quadrupled at the present time ? I could not say, hut I can say that there are numbers of Yictorian 
farmers on the look-out for land; every hit of land that is thrown open for selection is snapped up. There 
are a great many more applicants for land than will he supplied for years to come.
108. The holdings are nearly a 1,000 acres each ; therefore, would not a small population occupy a large 
area of country ? Yes; hut it means a great deal of cultivation. The selectors cultivate from a third 
to a half or two-thirds of their whole area.
109. Eventually they will ? In many cases they do now.
110. I suppose that if their average holdings are a 1,000 acres they will not cultivate more than one-tenth? 
Yes, they will. When I was on the Coolamon to Ariah line there were men cultivating over a 1,000 acres

. each.
111. This line passes through the Tootool property ? Yes. _
112. What sort of country is it between the Eock and Bullongong ? After you get about 7 miles out it
is very good land all the way. ■
113. You are not in a position to give the Committee any information as to why Urana is left out, further
than that it would he going too near the Jerilderie line? There is no actual proposal to extend Ihe line 
at all, hut an extension in the direction of Clear Hills has been talked of," Urana is only about 18 miles 
from Coonong siding. If they had a good road it would servo them, but as it is, they are badly cut off in 
wet weather. ■
114. A great deal of the country along this line is served by the Southern line is it not? Yes, but it will 
pick up traffic all along. Green’s Gunyah will be the centre.
115. How far is it from Green’s Gunyah to Urana? It is nearly 30 miles. It is about 10 miles to 
Brookong, and Urana is about IS from there.
116. You think this route is the best to serve that part of the country ? I do. "
117. What about an extension from Wagga Wagga straight through ? I think from The Eock is the 
better extension. An extension from Wagga Wagga would mean a longer line, and more construction to 
get clear of the influence of the main line.
118. Mr. Sassall^] The distance from The Eock to Green’s Gunyah is only 26 miles ? About 25 miles.
119. Is there a decent road between the two places? There is not a made road, hut you can travel very 
well on it in fine weather.
120. I presume that something has been done to make fhe road fairly passable ? No; nothing has been 
done.
121. Where do they take their produce to from Green’s Gunyah ? They make to The Eock.
122. They travel on the road in its natural state? Yes. The road to Wagga Wagga is also used.
123. What is the road like between Urana and Coonong? Very had.
124. Is it much worse than the road from Green’s Gunyah to The Eock? Yes. The road from Green’s 
Gunyah to The Eock goes through fairly drained country. It is a very fair natural road, generally dry ; 
hut from Urana to Coonong siding they tell me is very bad. I went in the coach, and passed the Coonong 
homestead,—the coach driver has keys to the gates,—and there is a comparatively good road.
125. If you keep off the heavy traffic, but where the heavy traffic is it cuts up does it not ? The road is 
closed in by fences, and gets cut up in a terrible manner.
126. Is the country between The Eock and Green’s Gunyah fairly settled? Yes.
127. What description of settlement is there ? There is a great deal of cultivation aud wool growing. 
The settlers are principally farmers,
128. Do they send their produce to The Eock for shipment ? Yes.
129. Has there been any great agitation on the part of the people of Green’s Gunyah for the line ? Yes; 
they are very anxious for it.
130. Do you think it will be a line that will pay ? My opinion is that eventually it will pay very well.
Of course it does not come within my province to inquire fully into that subject. 131.

f



108

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE—RAILWAY FROII THE ROCK TO GREEN’S &UNYAH, ■ 7

131. There are no engineering difficulties ? iSTo. Deane.
132. Do you cross nny watercourse between the two places? Yes ; there is a small creek, but it will not
not cause much expense. Sept., 1807.
133. What do you estimate to be the cost of the line ? The total is nearly £66,000. It makes, on the 
modified route that I think ought to he adopted, £2,620 10s. Gd. a mile. ’
131'. 1.8 any of that country to the west of Green’s G-unyah suitable for agriculture ? Yes, nearly tbe 
whole of it. It is a level country—but most of it red soil.
135. WTiat is it mostly used for ? Pastoral purposes.
136. Is there a probability of tlie land being devoted to agriculture if the railway is extended? Yes, I 
think it is certain, if the railway were extended, there would be a much larger development. Land would 
be thrown open on the share principle.
137. Do you thinlt; there will be a sufficient number of applicants for it to develop the country pretty 
well ? Yes; there are more applicants for land than can be accommodated.
138.. Is there every probability that if the line be constructed it will open up tho country and naturally 
bring traffic to the line? Yes ; it seems to me to have very good prospects indeed,
139. Mr. Roberts.'] Will your.estimate of £2,600 a mile cover all the expenses of every kind, including 
land resumptions ? There is so very little land required that 1 have not included it; but I have no 
doubt that it would cover it.
140. What percentage have you allowed for incidental and unforeseen expenses ? Dor engineering and 
contingencies I put down 12£ per cent.
141. Is the country between The Dock and Green’s Gunyah more hilly than the country between 
Jerilderie and Jlerrigan or Eerrigan and Dinley ? Yes. The country between Jerilderie and Berrigan 
and Berrigan aud Finley is quite flat, but here there are decided undulations.
142. Would that account for the increased estimate of cost;—I think the linos from Jerilderie to Berrigan 
and Berrigan to Finley were constructed at a lower rate? Yes, £2,000 a mile.
143. Dow is it that this line would cost £600 a mile more than those lines ? It is through a different 
class of country.
144. Do you remember what was tho, cost of the line from Culcairn to Corowa ;—was it a light line of 
railway? It was not as light a line as the railways that we make now. At that time there had been a 
considerable reduction ; but it had not been made so low as this. I think the Culcairn to Corowa line cost 
about £3,000 a mile—perhaps £3,G00 a mile.
145. Is the character of the country between Culcairn and Corowa similai' to that between The Bock and 
Green’s Gunyah ? It is very similar.
146. Could you say whether, on the Culcairn to Corowa lino, the traffic is increasing ? Iso ; I think it is a
dead loss. °
147. To a greater extent tlmn was anticipated ? I could not say without referring to the Commissioners’ 
report.
148. Are you able to say whether any increased settlement took place between Culcairn and Corowa after
the line was constructed ? I am not. .
149. Mr. Jlumpltnrij,] Mr. Alexander reported to tho Under Secretary^ for Public Works, on the 
30th March, 1891, upon various proposed lines through tiie Biverina, district, and referring to a proposed 
railway from Green’s Gunyah, 26 miles, which I take to he identical with the line now proposed by you, 
from The Bock to Green’s Gunyah, he says tins:—

Respecting the third lino on this list, viz., the branch from Hanging Rock,—as before mentioned, it does not 
command sufficient extent of country to give promise of large revenue. Westward of its term inns the whole land to Urana 
is open plains, W'lueh will yield nothing. Southwards there is but an extent limited to a few miles in depth and width, 
from which traffic can reach the new line by a shorter road than to the existing line ; hut northwards the whole extent of 
country to Boree Creel: will ho under its influence. It will carry the wool from the Brookong shed and possibly from the 
Uraugcliue also. Tho district is one that will surely repay by expanding under the impulse of railway eonnnnnication, hut 
such confined areas cannot, for the space of a generation in time, carry the population and be subdivided to the extent 
necessary to provide the large production and consumption needed for support of a railway.
You luive been over that line ? Yes.
150. Have you been beyond Green’s Gunyah ? Yes ; I went right through Brookong to Urana.
151. Are you prepared to express any opinion on this paragraph in Mr. Alexander’s report, which appears 
to he inconsistent with what you have stated to the Committee ? 'There is a very large extent of red-soil 
land all over the district. Of course, in the neighbourhood of tlie creeks, the country would be liable 
to floods, or there would be water standing about, and the land would not be suitable for cultivation; but 
there must be hundreds of square miles suitable for cultivation,
152. Between Tim Bock and Green’s Gunyah ? 1 spoke of land to the north-west and south of Green’s 
Gunyah. I mentioned just now that on tlie Brookong run, which lies to the west and south-west, they 
have 4,500 acres of land under cultivation, and that is sufficient corroboration, I think.
153. Are you prepared from your experience to express any opinion upon Mr. Alexander’s statement ? I .
do not think I quite understand it.
154. It means simply that this is not a branch line that can be recommended in the expectation that it 
will lead to production of settlement of a character that will eventually support the railway ; do you 
agree with Mr. Alexander? Ho, T do not. That report was written in 1S9L, and during the last six 
years an expansion, quite unanticipated by Mr. Alexander, has taken place.
155. Do you think it would be possible to lessen the estimate you have given of the cost? I do not
think so. I would rather, if there is any saving, spend it in improving the grade. One in 80 is a very 
good grade, but 1 in 1.00 would be better. .
156. Is it contemplated to construct a railway from Coonong to Urana? Ho ; it has been proposed.
157. Why is there a dotted red line on the map now before the Committee? That shows a trial Survey 
that was made.
158. Has that lino been recommended? I had instructions to got a trial survey made from Coonong to 
Hopofiohl, and that is part of it. It was never finished.
159. Is it your opinion, from personal observation, that Green’s Gunyah should be tho terminus of the 
proposed line? For the present. I think that eventually it should he’ continued.
160. Are you prepared to say in what direction? I think it should go towards Clear Hills if it is
extended, Igp
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161. Have you examined tlie country between Clear Hills and Green’s Gunyah? I have not been over
16 Sept 1897 ^Ut We ^ave rePor(:B ^P011 it

’’ ’ 162. Does it not strike you that it would be an unnecessary line to Kerrigan, having in view the fact that
Berrigan is already connected with Jerilderie? 1 think it would be.
163. Then it is your view that it should stop at Clear Hills ? I think that would be quite far enough for 
it to go.
161. The rest of the country being served by the existing line? Tes; I thinlt that if a lino was eventually 
made to Clear Hills, it would tap traffic which is now lost to the Colony.
165. By going further south ? Yes.

FRIDAY, 17 SEPTEMBER, 1897.

fdrfsrnt: —
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq, (Chairman).

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke. Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq,
John Lionel Began, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

Tho Committee further considered the proposed Kail way from The Hock to Green's Gunyah,

Hugh McLachlan, Secretary to the Kailway Commissioners, sworn, and examined:— 
Chairman.'] You are Secretary to tho Kailway Commissioners? Yes. 

i Mr. Trickett] Mr. Deane, on behalf of the Under Secretary for Public Works, handed in a state-
17 Sept 1897 men^ connected with tlie proposed line of railway, and with it tlie Commissioner’s minute, dated the 7th 

4’ ‘ July, 1S9G ;—I suppose that the facts and figures therein stated are correct ? Practically correct.
16S. Do you wish to add anything to that statement? No.
169. This line of railway is a short line of 25 miles, involving at tho outside apparently a loss of £1,100 
a year ? Yes.
170. Would you tell the Committee what are the chief reasons that actuated the Commissioners in 
suggesting this line ? I do not know that they suggested it. They were asked to report upon it, and 
they simply gave a report. 1 do not think they recommended it.
171. Tlie suggestion did not come from the Commissioners in the first instance ? I do not think so. 
They were asked by tbe Minister for Public Works to report.
172. Tlie report of tbc Commissioners docs not very much extol the line ? No.
173. -Are you personally acquainted with it ? I have not been over the country.
174. In the first paragraph of the report of the Commissioners, it states that nearly the whole of the 
country through which the lino would run is exceedingly good agricultural land ? Yes.

" 175. In May, 1891, Mr. Alexander reported on a proposed line in that part of the countrv. He says, on
page 19 of ins report:— '

The evidence and inquiry fulled to elicit any reasonable object for extending either of these lines to Urana. In a 
direct line from the nearest settlement in parish Hebden, Urana is distant 20 miles. Tho whole of this space of country is 
plains land, which wilt probably be unproductive of revenue for generations of time.
Is not that rather inconsistent with the statement in the Commissioner’s report ? The country in the 
neighbourhood of Brookong and Green’s Gunyah is, I believe, suitable for agriculture. Of course you 
are a considerable distance from Urana at Green’s Gunyah, and about Green’s Gunynh there is a certain 
amount of cultivation going on. ’
176. It is clearly admitted that this line would bo a non-paying line for many years to come according to
the Commissioners’ minute ? Yes. " "
177. Seeing that at present the country is losing £370,000 a year on these unprofitable lines, do the
Commissioners think it is desirable to increase this loss by making such a line as this ? The Commissioners 
do not recommend the lino. . 1
178. Do they regard it merely as a line to be constructed from The Hock to Green’s Gunyah, or a line to 
be extended further south towards Urana ? They have no idea of any future extension.
179. .1. see one of the reasons given in favour of the construction of this lino is that the people in the 
district are willing to pay some kind of a rate. The Commissioners say in their report:—

The line, however, if constructed, would for a long time to come lie a burden upon the existing systems ; but as the 
people of the district, when applying for this railway in 1S93, made the suggestion that the whole of the surrounding 
district should have a guarantee fluid levied for tlie support of the line, to the extent of Id. per acre within u distance of 
5 miles on each side, Id. per acre within a further distance of 10 miles, and Id. per acre within a radius of Id miles. . . .
Have the Commissioners gone into that to see what is likely to be realised ? That matter arose in this 
xvay : The Commissioners were waited upon by a number of selectors and other people interested in the 
Green’s Gunyah district, and in talking over the matter the Commissioners pointed out that the line 
would involve a loss, and the local people made that suggestion. From figures which the Commissioners 
have prepared, if that proposal were adopted it would mean a tax of about £1,500 per annum. Of 
course, it is only a suggestion, and an indefinite one at that. I think it is only right to say that the 
people who made the suggestion were not the biggest land-owners in the district.
ISO. You say it means a sum of £1,500 a year? Fes.
181. How do you make that out ? Simply by taking the number of acres witliin tlie boundaries laid down
and working it out. ’ ’
182. Is that calculation based upon tho land that is alienated or on Crown lands as well ? I think it was 
made upon the whole area.
183. You do not know how much of that land is alienated ? The calculation is based upon the whole area.

184. Mr. Inckrit.] Would you be able to let us know ? I will mention it to M.r, Harper, and turn up
the figures. jgg

H.
McLachlan.

166.
167.
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185. I suppose that that £1,500 a year is not included in your estimate of revenue ? No.
180. So that if this little idea did come ofE you would be so much to the good? "Yes. A
1S7. Tou have put down the goods and passenger traffic at £2,375;—is that at the ordinary or special 
rates? At very special rates ; at what you might call exceptional local rates. ’’ '
188. Are they heavier than any present rates ? Tes; they are heavier than any local rates.
189. Arc they on all produce ? Yes.
190. Could you toll us what you propose to get for the carriage of wheat ? Five shillings a ton.
191. How much is that rate heavier than any other? Tbe Committee should know that tho estimate 
of traffic is a most favourable one for the line. Five shillings was fixed, on the basis of what the 
people said they thought they would he. willing to pay. It is a higher rate than wre have ever attempted 
to charge anywhere else—double ihe rate wc arc charging from Jerilderie to Berrigan, and it is very 
much higher indeed than the rate from Corowa to Culcairn,
192. You have fixed these high rates in consequence of the representation of the residents as stated in 
the concluding portion of the Commissioners’ report ? Tes ; I think personally it is to be accepted with 
a certain amount of caution.
193. "Was that promise made recently ? It was about Way, 1896.
194. There may havo boon a considerable change in the population, between now and that time? I do not 
think there has been much change in the population.
195. Tou state that the produce from Brookong station was diverted to Melbourne last year and this
year, whereas, had the branch been in existence, it would have been brought to Sydney;—do you know 
that as a fact ? I do not. '
196. It is only a matter of conjecture? That is all.
197. The question of the destination of these wroolclips is very often governed by the particular com
pany that has a lien on the station ? Yes; and the relative cost of transit. ’
198. I suppose you do not know what the road carriage is between The Bock and Green’s Gunyah ? I 
do not. A certain amount of grain comes in bv road.
199. Tbe Engincer-in-Chicf pointed out yesterday that to get better gradients be was going to divert the 
line through some private property;—have you been informed of that? No ; we do not as a rule deal 
with roidcs.
200. Ton do not appear to havo put down anything for land resumption? No ; tho estimate is always 
furnished by tlie engineer.
201. As fur as present experience has gone, these short lines of railway have not been a success? The 
Jerilderie to Berrigan line has not been doing badly. The Xarrnbri to Moree line is doing well, and the 
Parkes to Condobolin line, as far as it is opened, has been doing well.
202. 1 suppose the Commissioners, even in countenancing a line of this kind, are actuated by the possi
bility of future settlement ? Yes ; there is no business to-day to warrant a railway.
203. The agitation for this line appears to have extended back as far as 1891 ? It has been going on for 
many years. The original proposal was to make a railway from The Bock across to .1 crilderie, and from 
there to Hay, 1 think.
204. Looking at the map, one would think that it is a lino that if constructed at all should have a future 
extension in the direction of Urana, so as to serve that strip of country midway between Jerilderie and 
Culcairn ? That has not been considered at all.
200. Have the Commissioners considered tbe question whether it would be better to bring a line from 
"VYagga Wagga to Green’s Gunyah ? They have not gone into that at all, They simply reported on the 
line before them.
206. Bo the Commissioners think that this liue, which is chiefly for the purpose of carrying cereals, will 
become profitable to the railway system ? As a general rule, an agricultural line is a good line, not so 
much on account of the carriage of cereals as of other articles that must be carried, because an agricultural 
country is pretty thickly populated as compared with a pastoral country.
207. Tho back trade is good ? Yes.
208. Is not 5 miles rather a short distance to make a limit with regard to tins special guarantee which is 
to he exacted from the people ;—do you not think they would most likely cart their stuff at least 10 miles ?
That is a matter of detail. If we have a guarantee, the Commissioners look upon 5 miles as a reasonable 
limit.
209. If this idea is carried out, it should begin at 5 miles ? That is their idea.
2L0. There was a suggestion offered to tho Committee yesterday that if the construction of the railway 
was the moans of selling Government land at a higher price than they would have got if there was no 
line of railway that should be taken as a credit in regard to the construction of tho line ;—do you approve 
of that? That is an old idea of the Commissioners. "When the Lismore to Tweed line was before you 
they went into the matter elaborately, and strongly recommended that something should be done. If you 
could reduce your capital you have certainly so much lees interest to pay. "
211. Bo they still adhere to the proposal? Yes; it is one that has been acted upon in Victoria and 
practically in some other countries,
212. ^But they have not been able to get a credit from the Government in regard to their lines in that 
way ? Not f rom the Government; but we have bad one instance in which we bad capital written down— 
that of the Sans Souci tramway. Those who advocated it made a substantial gift in money towards the 
construction of the line and gave the land free.
j^'d ^ ^aB never ^e011 carried out by tbe Government in a book-keeping way ? Only by giving the

214. I suppose the ordinary rolling-stock would be run on a line of this kind ? Yes.
un(^crs^aud from this report and your evidence that, although the Commissioners do not oppose 

this line, they only countenance it ns a line which may pay in tiie future ? Yes. They would not say 
that they strongly recommend the construction of the line.
216. Mr. Lee.'] There are two lines running into that country—you might call them parallel lines—on® 
from Jnnee Junction towards Albury, and from Narandera to Berrigan ? Yes
21 /. I hat leaves a space between the two within which is the subject of the present recommendation ? Yes,
218. Aro there any special features of development, either in tiie opening up of large estates, or the 
bringing of land under cultivation, or anything else that would justify tho extension of the railway into 

292-B J J J '-that
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ttat district ? Tlie construction or extension of tho railway would naturally induce a certain amount of 
development. It is understood that part of the Brookong estate would be cut up, and other big runs 
put under cultivation under certain conditions. It is purely a question whether it would be profitable 
to do it. '
219. This Committee has had a large amount of evidence before it at various times that an ordinary 
district would he served by a railway within 20 miles ? Yes.
220. You say that the whole of the district could be served by taking the produce through one or other 
of the lines I have mentioned, and the difficulty is to understand what justification there is for the recom
mendation of this railway extension under such circumstances ? Of course you understand that the 
Commissioners do not recommend the line. They simply report upon the linos put before them.
221. I suppose it can he accepted as correct that there is a very fine agricultural area inside these two 
lines P Yes ; the Commissioners think that there is a good deal of country along the route of the proposed 
line that would be suitable for agriculture.
222. And would be largely settled upon p Yes.
223. It would appear that the cost of the line placed before us is in excess of the trade that can be placed 
upon it to make it pay ? Yes.
224. Have the Commissioners considered whether a narrower gauge of railway, and a cheaper one, would 
meet tlie case ? They have considered that more than once, and they are very strongly of opinion that 
the existing gauge should be adhered to. That was the reason for recommending pioneer lines of railway, 
A break of gauge they think would be disastrous, and the only places where they would recommend it 
would be in broken country, or where there was not likely to he a connection with other lines.
225. You say that under no circumstances would they recommend a break of gauge ? Yot in this country, 
and where you have to connect with the main system of railways.
22(1. If tho Commissioners do not recommend this extension, I. suppose the report has been placed in the 
hands of the Committee as simply the report of the Commissioners necessary under the Public Works 
Act ? Yes. ’
227. If this line were constructed, is the traffic of the Brookong station amongst the traffic that you 
would expect to got? Yes.
228. And if you gained that produce, as well as prospective produce, the line still shows a loss of £1,100 a 
year P Yes.
229. Hoes not the question arise whether if is advisable to extend the railway in that direction to secure 
that produce, which it would cost so much to get? Yes ; tho Commissioners have included the Brookong 
traffic in their estimate ; but even including that traffic, if we got it, there would still be a loss.
230. As there is only 50 miles between the turn lines, and the area dealt with is so small, the traffic out
side that cannot be very large ? Yo ; I think not. "
231. Mr. Feqan~\ The rates mentioned in reference to this line have not been applied to any other portion 
of the Colony ? Yo ; they are the highest local rates that we have.
232. What is the reason that you propose these rates P The Commissioners pointed out that on the 
ordinary scale of charges the line would make a heavy loss. The people expressed themselves willing to 
pay a high local scale of charges.
233. Would it not be right to apply this to other lines, such as the Mudgee line ? In the one case you 
have the line already built ; in the other you have to consider the building of it,
234. The people in that district have to pay, in an indirect way, for the support of these other railways 
that do not pay ? Asa matter of fact, the railways on the whole are practically paying their way. There 
are sections which do not pay.
235. But these people have to pay the cost of lines which they do not use? There is no tax on them, as 
the railways are practically paying,
23G. These rates seem rather excessive? Yes ; hut they aro the rates which they said they would pay.
237. What guarantee have you that tho people would pay them ? Yone at all, except their own state
ment.
238. So that if you were to construct this line and the people refused to use it there would he no chance 
for it to pay ? They could refuse to use the railway if it paid them better to cart their goods; but I do 
not think it would, even at the rates proposed.
239. Is it not a fact that in some cases waggon traffic is coming into competition with the railway traffic ? 
Not for grain, principally as regards general goods.
240. So that even on these 20 miles there would he a hotter opportunity of competing successfully if 
there were good roads.? We havo no competition with the railway for tho grain traffic, nor should wo have 
at 5s. That is about 2£d. a mile.
241. The rate which they have agreed to pay would be much cheaper than what they are paying at 
present? I think so.
242. Ho you know what they are paying at present? I do not.
243. Mr. Hassall.'] I see by the estimate of the cost of construction and tho probable traffic that there 
will be a loss on this line of about £1,200 a year ? Yes.
244. Have you reason to believe that that estimate is correct? As I havo explained, it is the most 
favourable estimate that could be made.
245. It is put in the most favourable light as regards the line? Yes.
246. You do not think it will pan out like the Moree line? Yo.
247. You propose to levy a special local rate ? Yes.
248. Have you ascertained whether they are willing to pay that ? The local rates are based upon what 
they have stated they are willing to pay, although they are very much higher than any other local rates 
that we have for both cattle and grain.
249. In the event of the traffic exceeding expectations, would that rate be lowered ? I should think it 
would be.
250. You do not think there is much prospect of it ? I do not. '
251. This extension will not secure any traffic that you do not obtain at present, would it? We have 
lost tho Brookong wool for the last hvo or Ihree years, it having gone to Melbourne; but there is a' 
prospect that we might get that wool and other wool from the district. As a matter of fact, the 
Brookong wrool is included in the estimate, but there is a doubt as to whether we should get it.
252. Would it be worth while to make a lino to secure the Brookoug wool? It would not.
253. Or the wool in the vicinity ? I do not think so. 254.



MfNUrKS OF KVIDENCK—nAlI.'WAY FROM THE ROCK. TO GREEK’S GUNYAH.

10£

./
11

254<. Arc there any other large clips round there that might he secured ? There are the Mahonga and 
Urangeline, but it is doubtful whether we should secure them.
255. Have you any estimate of the prohabtc clips P Yes : we know what the clips are. Mahonga is not 17Sept., 1897. 
included in the estimate.
25G. It is sent on to the Murray ? It is sent to Wahgimyah.
257. Is there a prospect of additional country being opened up by this line ? That is one of tho possi
bilities that the Commissioners bold out. It is good agricultural land, and the lino might develop an 
agricultural settlement.
258. You turn the country from pastoral occupation into agricultural settlement? Yes.
259. And you increase the traffic ? They have allowed for a certain development of traffic in the estimate.
2G0. There is very little prospect of the estimate being exceeded ? Very little for a long time to come.
261. Mr. Roberts.] If tbe Itailway Commissioners were really favourable to this line would they not 
make a recommendation ? Yes; I think they would have specially mentioned it if they thought it was a 
line particularly worth taking up.
262. Do they not at times make special recommendations ? It is very seldom that they do that. They 
might indicate to the Government where they thought an extension might be made, but as a rule it is in 
consequence of a request from the Government that they report upon railway construction.
263. But in the present case thev specially avoid making any recommendation except under certain con
ditions ? Yes.
264. That is with regard to certain guarantees ? Yes.
265. If these guarantees were forthcoming, would the Commissioners really recommend the line? If the 
Commissioners could see that the line would be no loss on the main system of railways I think they would 
be prepared to recommend it. Of course, it is largely a matter for tbe Government and Parliament,, 
the question of charging special rates as far as the land areas aro concerned; it is a matter of policy.
266. Is there any precedent fora guarantee of this kind? No; Ido not recollect any precedent. A 
Betterment Bill was introduced into Parliament in 1887 or 1888, but it was not passed.
267. "Wliat amount of revenue would the Brookong wool afford? I thing the Brookong clip is about 
5,000 bales.
268. That is a traffic worth looking after ? Yes, it is a big clip. Of course, we should not get it at the 
ordinary rates, because they are too favourably situated with regard to Melbourne.
269. Does :ill tbe wool south from Brookong, between Brookong and the Murray, go to Melbourne?
Along that line, inland, 1 daresay most of it does.
270. What has been the result of tlie construction of the line from Culcairn to Corowa? A loss of 
£7,000 to £8,000 a year.
271. Is the loss greater than was anticipated at tbe time of its construction ? No ; I think the loss is 
somewhere about what was anticipated at the time the Commissioners made their report.
272. Canyon say whether any increased settlement took place after the construction of that railway?
Not of my own knowledge. ’
273. Is it contemplated to extend the line from Berrigan in the direction of Clear Hills, or do you
contemplate coming down towards Clear Hills with this line? The Commissioners have no knowledge of 
any such intention. They would not take the initiative in a matter of that kind. ■
274. Are you in a position to afford the Committee the advantage of any opinion that the Commissioners 
might hold with regard to any future extension? No; the Commissioners have not expressed any 
opinion in regard to it.
275. Mr. Humphery.’] How much nearer would Brookong and TTrangelinc be to Melbourne than to 
Sydney ? I think Brookong would be about 130 miles nearer to Melbourne.
276. Besides its being 100 miles near to Melbourne, the Yictorian Railway Commissioners make great 
concessions to New South Wales pastoralists sending wool to Victoria? Yes. In speaking of that: distinct, 
lam referring to the distance from Brookong to Gunyah, and from Gunyah onwards. If you bad a 
railway via The Koek and Albury it would bo about 80 miles Hoser.
277. It would not shorten the distance by much to Melbourne ? No ; it would be further to Melbourne 
than by a direct road.
278. Wlmt concessions aro made to New South Wales pastoralists sending wool into Victoria ? The 
concession varies according to the district from which the wool is sent, prom that district they have been 
carrying it at half what they charge their own people—giving a rebate of nearly 50 percent, on the wool.
279. That is to say, you have to compete against Victoria with regard to distance, and also with regard 
to concessions ? Yes.
280. So that, probably, any wool you might obtain by the extension of the railway from The Rock to Green’s 
Gunyah would be carried by you without profit? I would not say without profit, but certainly at much 
less than fhe ordinary rates.
281. Let us look at it from a business point of view: first you have to concede 100 miles in carriage ?
Yes, of course; but you must recollect that a good deal of that 100 miles is by road. We have the advan
tage of more railway communication.
282. How far would Green’s Gunyah be from Grange]in0 Creek ? Fifteen or 16 miles, I should think,
283. What would be tbe difference in cost of carriage by road between Urangeliuo and Wahgunyah ? I 
believe that wool was carried from Brookong to Wahgunyah for 20s. to 25s, There may be 5s. differ
ence between Brookong and ITrangeline.
284. Mr. TLoskins^ Mr. ITalliday, the late owner of Brookong, used to send his wool to Sydney ? Yes.
We have had it, and quoted special rates to get it.
285. Mr. Humphery,] You are aware that Hrangeline station and Mahonga are owned in Victoria ? I
helicvc they are financially controlled in Melbourne. -
286. At the present lime, is not all tbe wool shipped to Victoria ? Yes.
287. Has not that been the case for many years ? Three or four years ago we had Ihe Brookong clip.
288. Have you had the Mahonga and the Urangeliue? We had the Mahonga one year.
289. Was the wool carried at a profit? Yes; none of tbe wool is carried at a loss. It is difficult to say 
what is loss and what is profit, because we do not take out the ton mileage. The difference between not 
carrying aud carrying the wool at a low rate is a profit to us.
290. What distance by rail did you carry the wool from Mahonga ? Prom The Rock.

291.



1092
12

H.
McLachlan.

PARLIAMENTARY ^STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC lYORKS.

291. What is your charge for a similar distance 
rate from The Rock is £2 ]0s. 3d.

on the northern and western systems ? The ordinary

WSopi., 1807. ^at 18 ]t 011 tllc northern and western systems ? It depends upon local circumstances, 
lint you have not similar competition on those systems ? Jfo
iVVinf n. 0 T ___ 1-1 . . .... . ^ .I should not like to quote from memory—tho ordinary rate from The Rock is294. What is your rate p 

£2 19s. 3d.
295. Is it probable that the extension of the railway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah would not
mlluence tho rate oE carriage to Sydney ? If we had to cut for tiio wool, I do not think wc should got 
much higher than we had. b
296. You would not get more for carrying wool from Green’s G-unyah than you do for carrying it from
The Rock? Very little. ' ^ 5
29/ You have mentioned the difference in the distance of 100 miles, and the concessions made by 
\ ictoria —would you not have to carry for less from Green’s Gunyah than you carry it now from The 
90Q mu ^011 Wftr!*e^ ^;o S0^ the wool from Mahonga aud Urangelino ? Yes.

9S. Therefore, the line would he profitless as far as the wool-clip is concerned? You could uot credit 
the local rate to it for that wool.
299. Will that line be profitless taking that view ? Of course, if the line brought clips that we never had 
netore there would be a certain amount of profit for tbe main lino, but you could not allocate local rates 
o the local lines. You would havo to charge a lowmr through rate from the new'terminus than the

ordinary rate from the present terminus.
300. But it is quite certain that in order to obtain that traffic you have to carry at a much lower rate
om ar° cbar^S tlle producers over a similar distance ? Yes. '
301. Chairman.'] How far is it from Tho Rock to Sydney ? 328 miles.

" ono mi°'V from The Rock to Melbourne? About 257 miles.
303. lhat is 7t miles shorter to Melbourne ? Yes.
301. V hat is the cost of transhipment? We charge ts. as a rule.
305. How far on the railway will a shilling carry wheat? There is an extended rate for long distances. 
It would carry it more than 100 miles. "
30G. Bearing in mind the difference in the distances, aud there is a break of gauge, would tbe wheat go 
more cheaply from The Rock to Melbourne or to Sydney ? Asa mere metier of railway carriage I should 
say to the former; but there are other considerations. I should say that but for tho transhipment it would 
bejmeaper to send the shorter distance.
307. It would be cheaper to send to Melbourne ? I think so.
30S. Suppose there was no transhipment? Then it would depend upon winch railways have the more 
economical system. ^
300. So that if naturat (jouditions were permitted to operate the produce from The Rock would go to 
Melbourne . i es, if the conditions arc the same in both directions,
310. It there were no interference with natural conditions? Yes.
nlo ^lllercfo™>t,le produce from The Rock would go to Victoria? I think so under like circumstances, 
niu i,™.eau lf "'as “° attempt either Government to bring the traffic to its own railway ? Yes. 
313. But since A'ictoria ottered a general reduction of 40 percent, over the area you have to meet that 
by concessions that will enable you to hold at least a portion of the trade ? Yo.
Inti h°*hn*-] ^lutJ,t,IC l0I1°el' lilc cii'sUnec tiro lower Ihe rate per mile ? Yes ; but if vou have a 

short and a long length from a common starting point the short length will get the traffic. ' 1 havo an 
article by Professor belignmn, ot America, on the Interstate Commerce Act, in which he deals with the 
subject ot the carnage of goods over long distances under competitive conditions very cleverly. He says

d0Vel°I?Je?? 0f ^.c traffi<\ go^s must not bo charged ro high rates as to render their S enses* 5Venmst keep m mind the distinction between the fixed and the variable
n 1 t f£eH?hA can,^® seuured at rates wlllch more than cover the variable oxpeuses-thc actual haulimr and
^Kb™^ evpenses-it will pay the road to take tiiis freight, because an addition, however small,
Ukcn or n^t A n eo r -r1 inse!- ,Th«e ™"Id ¥\e t(> events, whether that particular freight was•iivhtlv Xte ?01ltrib"t“? to expenses is hotter than none at all. The choice is between freight at a rate

!Tfi T’ 110 gt- t0 ^ tl,is low rltc 40 aU eommodities would, of conrso, certain cl-^Tof » expenses or earn profits. In other words, it is profitable for a railway to transportcutain claves of ticifcht at rates which, if extended to all business, would rum the company. 1
to wa,toil4Timl““t,0n8 n)ily imm 00“I,cfciti0n in tho ucn1lt,es of tralIiu> whodier the competition he due
corwsS™lvbhreI ^A^ower’rX” to u’" ^ U'jij?1 StotM is immense, tho onautity of local discriminations is hcncc

instanceTthe disriumfnn^tthC ti1'evefora; the PrhlciPle differential rates is beneficial. It is due in the last
i” ™,“WeexP«'W«. Any rate on the through business above mere operating rnilw^f -U ? prafitablo. the surplus goes to defray the fixed expenses. Rather than not get the traffic at all the 

nnpTofitaUe. ^ ^ redU0°(I ** ’ Wtd yet theSe rcclllced rates- i£ “PP'ied to all business, would be ruinously
315. Your basis is made out of a local rate of 5s. ? Yes, for graiu.
fh« ™Vei Wlli1 f°- ^nfrd Riat the road rate is 9s, for the 25 miles the least you could offer to
the people about Green s Gunyah would be 4s. a ton P Yos. J
317. That 4s. a ton is not likely to have very much effect in inducing traffic to come to Sydney? Of

Thc rate augse3ted 13 oue that pracHcally thcy fls themseives as

J. Harper* 
17S^ptJ897

John Harper, Goods Superintendent, Department of Railways, sworn, and examined
oio GJi‘nl^an^ ai,e ^0l1 ? froorl3 Superintendent, Department of Railways.
319 Mr. Clarice.] Have you any statement to make ? Yes; I have here a report which I made to the 
Railway Commissioners. It is as follows :—

Proposed Railway froji The Rock to UrookOxVG.

fissit c’"“'1
The estimated distance is 33 miles, and the cost £S6,ISC—£2,618 per mile.

nciercnoe
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Reference to the map attached-ml] show that the proposed extension vims parallel Mith tho existin"' I'11® hetween J. Harper. 
Junee Junction and Narrandera, and almost at right angles to the main line to Albury and the line from Narrandera to 
Jerilderie. lTSept.,1897.

The approximate distance of the lino between the Narrandera and Jerilderie line and tho line from Junee to The 
Rock is about GO miles.

between The Hock and within a traflieuhle area to the terminus of the proposed extension there are at the present 
time sixty selectors, holding between them an area of 40,000 acres, and having under cultivation about 7,000 acres. These 
farmers use The Rock station for the purpose of delivering their produce.

In addition to these selectors, who are in the immediate route of tlie proposed line, there are about twelve selectors 
whose holdings are about 12 miles south-west of the proposed terminus at Urnngeline Creek, and who at the present time 
carry their produce to \ erong Greek. Tlie aggregate production of wheat of these selectors last year represented about 00,000 bushels. bt, s i J 1

Station Properties.

The station properties which would he immediately served by this line are Tootool, Brookong, and Emu Plains.
The Urangeline and Mahonga shearing-shed is about S miles from Brookong. and might possibly, assuming that 

competitive rates were quoted, use the lino for trucking purposes.

Population.

. poputafion is a scanty one, but I understand it is the intention of tlie Lands Department to throw open reserves
in the district, and no doubt tlie fact of this would lie the introduction of a class of small selectoin who will engage in 
agriculture.

_ There is no doubt the country is well suited for wheat production and general agricultural purposes. Tho soil con
sists, to a very great extent, of rich red and clmeolate soils. Tho greater portion of it, however, is already taken up by the 
selectors referred to, or has been secured by Brookong aud Mahonga pastoral holdings.

As far as the existing trailie of the district is concerned the two principal woeielips at tlie present time are carried 
by road to Wahgunyah and shipped to Melbourne, Practically it is only agricultural produce, a limited quantity of live 
stock trallio, and a small percentage of wool winch finds its way to our railways. The supplies for stations aro obtained 
from Melbourne, whilst tbc selectors deal chiefly in a retail way wivli Wagga Wagga.

_ I found on investigation that Mr. Day had carefully examined aud analysed the produce of tlie district, hut ins 
estimate is probably rather sanguine, assuming, as lie did, that the extension would secure to tiie Department the Brookoug 
and LTangeiine clips of wool. As far as tins item of traffic is concerned it is needless to say that oven assuming the rail
way were built to Brookong to-morrow, tlie question of securing tlie carriage of the wool would depend upon competitive 
rates lower than those on tlie main line being quoted.

Grain, ^c.

_ Writh average seasons there is no doubt the output of grain would largely increase, but I do not think that under 
existing circumstances wc could estimate a higher production than 2,000 tons, whilst the average rate would not exceed 
2s. 6d, per ton.

Jtevenae.

My view is that the tine would not produce more than til,070 revenue per annum, made up as follows
£

Goods, 400 tons, at 10s................................................................................ 200
Wool, 800 tons, at 1 Os............................................................................... 400
Grain, 2,000 tons, at2s. Gd.......................................................................... 2of>
Live stock, 200 trucks, at JOs..................................................................... 100
passengers ...................................       100
Parcels.............................................................................................................. 25

Total............................................................................... £1,075
With £12 per mile added for mails, the total estimated revenue would amount to £1,471.

, Prom personal observation, whilst mailing inquiries on tiie proposed hue, l am of opinion that should it he con
sidered desirable to huihl any extension from The Houk towards Biookong it would be wise to terminate it at a point on 
the travelling stock route in the neighbourhood of Green’s Giuiyah, from whence, should it ever he deemed neccasarv, it ' 
might lie extended upon Crown lands to whatever westerly point might be desired. ”

It appeared to me that tiie proposed extension to Brookong would he a mistake, as the .area available for settlement 
even on the station itself becomes reduced as tlie line takes a westerly course, and the terminus would practically he upon 
an open plain, entirely unsuited for settlement, whilst for 8 miles of its route it would pass through the freehold portion of 
Brookong, creating severance and unnecessary expense.

I may further add that I do not see any present necessity for the construction of this line, for whilst itmay he urged 
that it passes through rich agricultural country it can scarcely be considered that tlie distance of its areas from the existing 
railway line is prohibitory.

Urana, the present station for which is Coonong, is on the suiith-wcstorii line, a distance of li85 miles from Darling 
Harbour, whilst by tlie route from Brookong the distance would lie JGl miles, and it is questionable if the construction of 
this line would not tend to dive! t tlie Untna traffic from its oxistme railway point at- Coonong.
The Secretary. .1X0. HARPER.

After the visit of the Commissiouers I added this to my report;—
On the assumption that the statement made to the Commissioners by tiie residents of the district on the occasion of 

their visit was accepted, to the efiect 11 That they were prepared to pay double the rates taken in my estimate on ail traffic, 
except wool, and that all items of traffic with tiie exception of that article would bo doubled in tonnage,” tiie estimate 
would be increased as follows :—

Goods, 800 tons, at 10s. per ton .............................................................. 400
Wool, 800 tons, at U)s, per ton................................................................. 400
Grain, 4.000 tons, at Go per ton .............................................................. 1,000
Live-stock, 400 trucks, £1 per truck ............................................................ 400
Passengers, 750 at 4s. (allowing one and a half journey per annum for

residents of the district)...................................................................... 150
Pai cels ...................................................................................................... 25
Mails .............................................................................................................. 300

Total ............................................................................. £2,675
320. Do you think that report is accurate ? Yes.
321. And that the traffic is not likely to increase ? I would not say that it would not be likely to increase. 
Developments have taken place which may lead to very great increases. If the Government, as 1 have 
heard, have exchanged land unsuitable for agriculture for lands which are suitable, it ought to lead to 
far closer settlement.
322. The total annual revenue on this line would leave a loss of £1,100 a year ? Yes ; according to the 
Commissioners’ report.
323. Do you think, in the event of this line being constructed, that loss may be ultimately reduced? I 
think it would be a long time.
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J^Hftrpcr, 324p Jt appears that the people are agreeable to pay local rates ? Yes; so they stated to the Com- 
l?Setl897 missionera.
' eP •> ■ 325. In what way can you compel these people, supposing they refused to pay local rates ? Their only

alternative is to refuse to use the line. "
326. If the line is made, and they refuse to contribute to the local rates, there would clearly ho a loss ? 
Undoubtedly;—if they choose to use the road instead of the lino.
327. What is the road-carriage from The Eock to Green’s Gnnyah ? It is about 9s. a ton for wheat, and 
about £1 a ton for wool.
32S. What is the rate from Urana to Coonong? There is no wheat taken from Urana to Coonone\ and 
veiy little wool.
329. Erom about 5 miles from The Eock, between there and Green’s Gunyah, will not the farmers bring 
their produce to The Eock by road ? Undoubtedly, rather than pay such a rate as they speak of.
330. Trom fully half way ? Yes ; rather than pay that rate.
331. I understand that the Brookong wool, and that of some other stations, at present goes to Melbourne ?
Yes. ■
332. In the event of this line being made to Green’s Gunyah, would it be an inducement to them to send 
their wool to Sydney instead of to Melbourne? I think we should probably get the Brookong wool, but 
I am doubtful about the Urangeline and the Mahonga wool.
333. Is it not to the interest of the firm or syndicate who have control of the Brookong Station to send 
the^ wool to Melbourne ? I do not know. Circumstances have altered considerably. I think it is tlie 
Union Mortgage and Agency Company who have control. If so, it would not matter to them whether the 
wool came to Sydney or to Melbourne. The Urangeline and Mahonga interests are in Melbourne. I am 
afraid the Urangeline wool would not come in this direction. Their wool-shed is some 9 miles south of 
Brookong,
334. You think that the other clips, independent of Brookong, would possibly still go to Melbourne ? I 
think so.
335. Is the country from The Eock to Green’s Gunyah, in the immediate neighbourhood of the line, good 
agricultural land? Splendid, and some of the best has not been placed under agriculture yet. It is good 
agricultural country until you get west of Green’s Gunyah. There is a ridge which is rather broken, 
but all the rest is good country.
336. Mr. Alexander in his report said this :—

The district is one that will surely repay by expanding under the impulse of railway communication, but such con
fined areas cannot, for the space of a generation in time, carry the population aud bo subdivided to the extent necessary to 
provide the large production and consumption needed for the support of a railway.
Is that correct ? That might have been quite true at that time, but the Berrigan line had not been built,

' and tbe district referred to by Mr. Alexander embraced a district which is now being served by the
Berrigan lino. '
•337. W ould it alter the character of tlie country ? It would alter the character and purposes of the railway. 
When that report was made, the Berrigan line had not been submitted to the Public Works Committee. 
Mr. Alexander’s report embraced the whole country from The Kook to Pinky. A line has been con
structed which taps tlie country to the south-east and west of Berrigan, cutting off what is most 
undoubtedly tbe best portion of the district. 1 have no hesitation in saying that the district about 
Berrigan is better than about Brookong, and the rainfall is more certain.

■33S. VV'ould not that^ be rather against the carrying out of the proposed liue if the best land about 
Berrigan aud Finley is cut off? You have my view of tbe traffic; I do not think I can go further 
than that.
339. Are you aware that the Bailway Commissioners are in favour of the present line ? T am not aware 
that they are in favour of it except on certain conditions. I have, of course, read their report before. I 
notice that it is surrounded by conditions, and I. take it that they would not be in favour of a line if those 
conditions did not prevail.
340. kon cannot say whether those conditions are likely to be carried out—they are only promised? If 
the Commissioners have taken them as bona fide I can scarcely express a doubt about them,
341. Under all the circumstances, do you think that this would be a good line to construct? I do not 
think that it would be a good line to build from a paying point of view.
342. Mr. Roberts] Can you give the Committee information as to the result of the construction of tho 
line from Culcairn to Corowa? The loss in the year ending December, 1895, after providing for working 
expenses and interest, was £7,925; in 1894 it was £8,023.
348, Does the Culcairn to Corowa line, in your opinion, rob tbe line from Albury to Culcairn ? No ; all 
the traffic which came in on the Culcairn and Corowa lino at Culcairn now joins at Burrumbuttock and 
other points on the line. ‘
344. Chairman] What is the traffic ? Scarcely anything but wheat.
345. Mr. Roberts] I suppose all tho wmol goes to Melbourne? Yes; last year we bad one clip, but this 
year it is going to Melbourne.
346. Okmrmnn] Wbere does the wheat go to ? To Sydney ; with the exception of last year, when, owing 
to^unusunl circumstances, a large amount was shipped to South Australia ; but that is unusual.

- 34/. Does any quantity of the wheat you are speaking of go down to Melbourne r No ; not from Corowa.
348. Does it not go there in bond ? No ; I understand they do not allow it now.
349. Mr. Ifc&ej’G,] How long has that law been in operation ? The arrangement under which wheat was 
allowed to go to Melbourne in bond was withdrawn two years ago. There was a difficulty about 
identification.
350. Ohairman] What advantage would there be to the country if this line were constructed ? It would
give a very much increased value to the area exchanged at Brookong and any other Crown lands that 
exist in the neighbourhood. It would also tend to very extensive settlement, and it would bring traffic 
on to the main line—that is to say, instead of carrying a sheep to the acre, the wool of which goes to 
Melbourne, jt would probably carry one-third or one-half of a ton of wheat which would find its way 
over our main line. ’
351. Mr. Moslems] At the rate you charge for wheat it does not pay ? If we get enough of it it is 
alright. It is the quantity that pays.
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352. Mr. Roberts^] I "believe tliat tlie Yictorian rebate system extends to Brookong;—how tnucb further J- Harper. 
does it go ? It extends indefinitely north to the Queensland border, and the further you go tho worse it
gets. It is as high as GG per cent. ®P •> •
353. How far north towards Sydney does this rebate system successfully operate ? Into the neighbour
hood of Wagga Wagga.
351. And what would be the rebate rate at Brookong ? 4G per cent.
355. Do you ever carry tho Brookong wool to Sydney? We had it about three years ago.
356. Xot since? No.
357. Was it carried at satisfactory rates ? Yes ; we should be glad to carry it again at the same rates.
358. Would that be on account of the large quantity of wmol ? Yes. Of course, we make a distinction—
■we have to in those competitive districts—between large clips and small ones.
359. Have you endeavoured to got the Brookong wool since ? Yes.
3GO. But failed, on account of the more favourable inducements offered by Victoria ? I. es.
3G1. How does the country between The Dock and Green’s Gunyah compare with the country ronnd 
Berrigan ? 1 should say that, generally speaking, the country around Berrigan, taking the whole of it, is a
little better, and the rainfall is better. There is very little to choose between them as regards the quality of 
the soil. I. think tho rainfall in the two places is about 13 inches against 20 inches. The Berrigan 
country is closer to the Hurray, and it is well known that on the Murray they get a better rainfall than 
further north. ' 1 _
3G2. Has tho value of the land around Berrigan increased since the railway was made ? I think so.
3G3. Was it not quoted about £4 an acre ? Yes, about £4 or £5 an acre.
304. What would you value tbc land at around Green’s Gnnyah ? I think at about £2 10s. an acre.
3(55. Would the produce of wheat per acre be as large at Green’s Guuyah as it is around Berrigan? It 
would scarcely be so good as Berrigan. The country improves as yon come south-west to Clear Hills, in 
the direction of Berrigan, and approaching the Murray.
366. It improves as you go in a south-westerly direction P Yes.
367. How far is Clear Hills from Berrigan ? I think about 35 miles. I think that Clear Hills, Berrigan, 
and Jerilderie, represent the three sides of an equilateral triangle.
3HS. Would you regard Clear Hills as being the terminal point in the event of its being determined to 
fake tbe railway in a south-westerly direction from The Hock ? I could not see much advantage in going 
any further, assuming that it was decided to go there, because when you pass Clear Hills you begin to 
interfere with the Iratfieable area of Berrigan.
369. Is 24 miles regarded as the trafiicable area from the railway station ? Twelve miles they say; hut,'as 
a matter of fact, 20 miles may be taken as being nearer.
370. As a rule, a wheat producer would not regard 20 miles as too far? It would not be absolutely pro
hibitive. There would practically be only 12 miles between Clear Hills aud Berrigan.
371. I suppose f hat all the country about there is very similar in character, taking any lino from The 
Hock to Coonong, from Coonong to Berrigan, Berrigan to Corowa, and Corowa to Culcairn? Ho ; it is 
a very different class of country. To the north it is all open plains, and tbe rest is forest.
372. Is it not a fact that the further you go east from jerilderie in the direction of The Hock the land 
becomes more hilly? Yes, in the direction of Qlear Hills.
373. I mean towards The Hock ? Yes.
374. The more easterly you go the more undulating the country becomes ? Yes.
375. And instead of finding the remarkably level country that you find between Jerilderie and Berrigan
and Berrigan and Finley, you find it more expensive for railway construction? Hot necessarily. There 
is a great deal of flat country. .
376. In the estimate for tbe construction of the line you will find the lino from Jerilderie to Berrigan 
cost only £2,000 a mile, but the cost of the line from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah will be £2,600;—is not 
that a very large increase in the cost of a pioneer line ? Most of it arises from the difficulty in getting 
away from Tho Hock, I think you will find that some of the line in the vicinity ot The Hock will cost 
over £3,000 a mile, whilst a great deal of the other will cost only the same amount per mile as the line to 
Berrigan.

TUESDAY, 21 SEPTEMBER, 1897.

present:—
THOMAS THOMSOH EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Ebedertck Thomas JI iimpitkry. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
Tho Hon. Charms James Eoijurts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. Wimiam Joseph Tiuckett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connok.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Vegan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Frank Farnell, Esq., M.P.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from The Rock to Green’s Gnnyah,

John Harper, Goods Superintendent, Department of Railways, sworn, and further examined:—
377. Mr. JJ.oskins.'] Do you think there is a prospect if the railway is made from the Hock to Green’s J. Harper. 
Gunyah that within a reasonable time the receipts for it will be equal to tbe working expenses and ,— 
interest on the expenditure ? No ; I cannot conceive that it will unless tbe people arc content to pay the 21 Sept., 1897. 
rates which they undertook to pay—that is to say, tbe rates which were given by me the other day.
378. Do you think there is a probability, judging from the character of the country, that the population 
in the district which will be served by the railway will largely increase ? I think so; in view of the fact 
of a considerable area of land being thrown open for occupation, I think the population would be 
malcrially increased.
379. If tbe proposed railway bo constructed, do you think it will act as a feeder to tho Victorian railways?
I do not think so under existing cireumstances. It is hard to foretell what may happen in the future.

' No
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*
J. Harper. ]ST0 doubt if Federation takes place, and there is a disposition to trade with the nearest port, the advantage 

21^rt^l897 wou^ distinctly in favour of Port Phillip, but I would add this: I think that under these circumstances 
P '■ the people who would use this liue would uot be content to pay the rates they said they would pay.

3S0. Tou mean the extraordinary rates which they suggested amounting to a tax on the land ? 1 am not
speaking of the tax on the land, but of the high raihvay rates—os. a ton for wheat carried 25 miles.
381. Ts not that lower than the charge by road ? Tes.
382. 1 notice that in the Itailway Commissioners’ report they state that if the lino is constructed there is 
a probability of its carrying the wool from Brookong station;—is it not a fact that when Mr. Halliday was 
alive the Brookong wool did come to Sydney ? Tes.
383. How is it you lost it? I am inclined to think that Mr. Halliday was more far-seeing than his 
successors, and that he thought that by utilising the New South Wales railways he would derive some 
indirect advantage.
354. H e told me he had a special rate, and he could getfreights hero for wool cheaper than in Melbourne ? 
Tes.
355. Ho the residents in that district get their stores from Melbourne ? Most of tlie stations get their 
stores from Melbourne, but tbe selectors buy principally in a retail way at Wagga Wagga.
386. How far will it be from this railway to the nearest station on the Culcairn-Corowm liue ? That line 
would be about GO miles away, 1 think.
3S7. I thought that perhaps this line might be used to send produce to Melbourne by tbe Culcairn- 
Corowa line? jis long as tbc matter remains in our hands we can always prevent that by imposing 
unfavourable rates in that direction.
388 And having to carry tbe goods 50 or 60 miles from the proposed line to tho Culcairn-Corowa line 
would he a block also? ft would he for wheat decidedly.
389. Mr. 'AicheU^\ When Mr. McLachlan was being examined he was asked a question with regard to
levying a spceial guarantee fund rate, which is to be Id. an acre for 5 miles, |d. an acre for tbe next 5 
miles, and id. an acre for the next 5 miles, making altogether 15 miles ;—was that calculation based upon 
the whole of the land, including the Government land ? I fancy it was based upon the whole of the land 
in the district. "
390. Mr. Moslems^] Tou havo no agreement of that kind in any part of the Colony in connection with the 
railways ? No.
391. Mr. TriclecU.'] Tt is very important that wc should know about this because it involves a revenue of 
£1,500 a year to the raihvay. But if a large amount of this £1,500 a year is to come from Crown lands 
it is hardly worth talking about ? Of course, I can only speak with regard to conversations 3 have had 
with the Commissioners on the subject, but I think tlie calculation was based on the whole area within 
15 miles of the line, which it was considered would very soon be occupied.
392. Mr. Hoskins.'] Would it not involve the passing of a special Act of Parliament? That was the 
view of the Commissioners, but they thought Ibat if tbe Crown sold or leased the land it should be 
subject to that charge within that radius. The Commissioners did not initiate the proposal.
393. Mr. TricJceit.] The Commissioners say that it means £1,500 a 3rear, and they must havo gone on 
some basis? Tes, they calculated on the land within a 15-mile radius.
39-1. When land was alienated if was considered that it should carry this obligation? Tes; it was a 
very rough estimate. The idea was simply to lay the principle before tbe Government.
395. Were you consulted with regard to this memorandum of tlie Commissioners, dated 7th July, 189G ? 
No,
396. Then you are uot able to explain the second paragraph more than you have done ? Perhaps I may 
have bad some conversation which led up to it.
397. The Commissioners say:

The line, however, if constructed, would for a long lime to come be n burden upon tho existing systems ; but as the 
people of tho district, when applying for this railway in ISOK, made the suggestion that tbe whole of tbe surrounding 
district should have a guarantee fund levied for the support of the lino, to tiie extent of Id. per aero within a distance of 5 
miles on each side, ^d. per acre within a further distance of 10 miles, aud pi. per acre witliin a radius of 15 miles, wo 
would strongly recommend tho construction of the line on these conditions ; but the land for a distance of 5 miles from 
The Hock station on the mam Jnnee—Albury line should be excluded, as the residents within that area are already served 
by the main line. The time lias arrived when some special action of this character should bo taken in regard to tlie 
continuous applications for railway extension.
Were you a party to the drawing up of that ? No ; but T was present at tlie discussion, prior to its 
being drawn up.
398. It involves a large question of policy? I think the object of the Commissioners was to draw 
attention to the matter, and to put it before tbe proper tribunals—this Committee and Parliament,—as 
to whether it should be adopted. The Commissioners have previously suggested matters of policy, as 
far as tbe alienation of Crown lands is concerned, and the application of the proceeds towards the 
building of railways or the payment of interest on the cost of construction.
399. But you can see that this involves a big question ? Decidedly. This matter having been brought 
before the Commissioners when they visited the district, they thought it their duty to bring before the 
Minisier the possibility that under these conditions the line might be built,
400. With regard to residents already there, yon could make a bargain of that kind, but when you come 
to people going to take up Crown land in that district you place them on quite a different footing from 
applicants for Crown lands in other parts ot the country ? The Commissioners appreciate the difficulty. 
They do not indicate how it should be done. I think their object—in fact I am sure of it—was that they 
desired to bring before a deliberative body of this character this proposal.
401. They seem to have arrived at a definite sum, and neither of tbe officers whom we have had before us 
seem able to say how that sum is going to be realised? The whole of the land was taken as becoming 
liable to that charge—Crown lands and all other lands in the district.
102. ilfr. Hoskins^] The Commissioners felt that, there ought to be a general system of assessing the land 
for the cost of the railways, where railways are constructed ? Decidedly, but tlie whole position is this : 
the Commissioners have before laid before the Committee the idea that when Crown lands are alienated 
in the vicinity of a railway, a certain proportion of what, is obtained from those Crown lands should go 
towards the capital cost of that lino. This is an alternative. It is practically the betterment system. I 
think their desire was lo lay before thin Committee (lie suggestion made to them.

403,
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403. Mr. Triekett.'] So f.-ir the Railway Commissioners have not been able to mature a scheme of better
ment? Not the raihvay authorities—the Government. ,T _ . • 21 Sept.,1897.
404. Tou want to make up the loss ? This calculation had been made long before the Commission ere
visited the district. The rate ner .acre had been iixed before that and kid before the Minister. ino 
Commissioners simply dealt with the paper that was in the hands of the Minister or t r
authority, the matter having remained dormant until it was revived by the people m that aistri . 
subject was not initiated on the occasion of the visit. I hope it is quite clear to the Commi ee 
Commissioners did not initiate this proposal—it had been initiated two or_three years before.
405. I suppose that those residents who made this proposal were few in number. 1 ey 'ver
representative of the selector class than any other. They did not represent the large estates, I must 
confess. They were chiefly selectors on the Brookong estate. ,
406. Chairman.] When Mr, Alexander reported on that country in 1801, he did not appear to have a 
very favourable opinion of it, as you will see from page 19 of bis report, where ho says .

of time,
The whole of this space of country is plains land, which will, prohahly, he unproductive of revenue for generations

I can explain that. In order to describe the difference between the plains country, or inferior country, 
suitable only for pastoral purposes and agricultural country that I believe will be suitable tor cereals, you 
start midway between Narrandera and Coonong, then go in a south-easterly direction to iirookong 
coming southerly to the track between the Billabong and Urangeline Creeks, then take a westerly trend 
approximately midway between Jerilderie and Berrigan. On the west of that lino there is in enor an 
unsuitable for the growth of cereals. _ To the east it is suitable for the growth of cereals. As Mr.
Alexander says, westward in the direction of Urana you get on open plains. o -n ' i
407. Mr. TrieketQ In the vicinity of the proposed line the land is suitable for agriculture ? it m along 
tho whole route of the line. There is no possibility of any agricultural development in a westerly direction 
from the terminus at Green’s Gunyah. There would be no extensive area of suitable land to tue west 
for two reasons: because it is unsuitable for the growth of cereals, and such traffic as there is is intercepted
by the proximity of the Jerilderie to Narrandera line. . ■ m •
40S. That being so, it emphasises the suggestion that this is a lino that is likely to remain at Green s 
G unyah instead of'being extended ? 1 do not know. 1 fancy there are people who look upon its extension
towards Clear Hills as a probability. It is good country in tho neighbourhood of Clear Hills and .Uaysdale.
409. Are not those people pretty well served by tho existing lines on the east and west. ihe people at 
Clear Hills aro about the same distance from Jerilderie as the Berrigan people were. It is about -s 
miles from Clear Hills to ilerilderie, and they are about 35 miles from Brookong.
410. Mr. McLachlan told us that this line was submitted on its own basis without any idea ot extending 
it? The Commissioners have nothing before them with regard to a future extension.
411. With regard to the statement made by Mr. Alexander in 1891, is it not a fact that in connection
with the growth of cereals New South Mkles has taken a considerable jump during the last few years Xes.
412. I suppose the Commissiouers havo that in view in regard to establishing this short line ol railway .
What the Commissioners had in view, I fancy, is this : That in building a line of that character their 
experience of the class of selectors who go into the district is that they will farm very intensely, ana 
there will be a constantly increasing traffic. . . , , , i j
413. All that district, Jerilderie, Berrigan, Finley, Tlie Rock, and Green s Gunyah, has largely developed
of late years as a wheat-growing centre ? Fes. „
414. With regard to those special rates to be paid there;—do you attach much importance to them. 
They are tlie rates which were submitted to the Commissioners, and which the people undertook to pay.
415. What do you think of these spasmodic efforts with regard to tho payment ot high rates . 1 eople
are always agitating and offering to pay until they get the line. , T j
41G. Then thev want a reduction ? Yes ; they see that their neghbours are not paying so much, i do 
not mean to say that they might not be compelled to pay it, by no lower rates being made ; but they
probably would not pay the high rate willingly. o -n-
417. Mr. Lee.] 1 am not very clear as to whence this proposal to levy special rates emanates . it was a 
proposal made to the Minister by tbe residents, or by a large number of them.
418. Do you clearly remember whether it was intended to cover a levy on all freehold land and upon 
Crown lands as well ? Those who made the proposal dealt with their own land.
419. Was it freehold lafid ? Freehold and selections.
420. It did not include Crown lands ? No; they could not speak about Crown lauds.
421. Did they sav for what period thoy would pay the levy ? Yes ; until tho line paid.
422. Do yon think that the owners of land lying 15 miles north of Green’s Gunyah will consent to pay a
levy for railway purposes when they arc already within 25 miles of a railway terminus ? That is a matter 
which I think the Commissioners left for this Committee to consider or for Parliament to deal with. _ As 
1 have said, the object of the Commissioners was simply to lay this proposal, which is certainly a unique 
one, before tho Government. i ...
423. What is the rate for grain on the Culcairn to Corowa line ? The ordinary through rate for grain is
in addition to the mileage rates to Culcairn. _ ,
424. What is the length of the line from Culcairn to Corowa ? Forty-seven miles 39 chains.
425. Suppose you wanted to send stuff from Culcairn to Corowa, what would be the rate ? The difference 
on the whole through rate would mean 3d, a ton; 13s. Id. is the rate through from Culcairn, and 13s. 4a.
from Corowa to Sydney. , . , . , .
426. Is that line used for conveying grain to Corowa or lo the main line? Most or it is used 1 or
conveying grain to the main line stations. _
427. Can grain be sent through Victoria in bond ? 1. understand that it cannot.
428. Chairman.] Then what is the use of differential rates ? They have no differential rates for wheat.
429. Mr. Leri] One of tbe difficulties which tho Department, has placed beiore the Committee is this: 
Tou propose to make a lino 26 miles long, and tbe grain rate is lo be 5s. a ton, aud there will be a loss of 
£1,200 a year, and you have so much length of line within a few miles of the Jerilderie to Berrigan line 
where the rate is 2s. Gd. H you show a loss on this proposed extension after impoanig double the rate that 
you have imposed on the other line, what probability is there of that line ever paying working expenses . 
In my report I said that it never would pay,

■ 292—C ‘ 43°-
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J. Harper. 430.^ Mr. Wright.'] In view of the fact that wc aro likely to have Federation very shortly, what is voitr 
vPmi°n °f eonstrueting a railway in that part of the country? My opinion is that we should

P ■> 'be more likely to realise a higher rate than we do to-day if we had Federation. If the line be used to 
convey wheat to tho local market we should probably get more from a line of that character than we get 
under existing circumstances, b
431. Are we not practically building lines which, after Federation lias taken place, will divert tho traffic 
to another colony ? A railway of that character would have the effect of sending the trrffie to Port 
Phillip,
432. Away from Sydney ? Yes,
433. So that these railways iu the neighbourhood of the Yictorian border, in the event of Federation, will 
give our people better facilities for trading with the adjacent colony than with Sydney ? Yes ; but I do 
not know that these railways may not pay bettor being utilised that way than they do at present.
434. Whilst you think it would divert the trade from Sydney, looking at it from a purely railway point of
view, it might increase the railway revenue ? Yea. *
435. I understood you to say that you saw no immediate prospect of this railway paying? Ko.
43G. Do you think there is any great necessity for the line ? I do not.
437. Do you think that Prana should be connected with the main line ? I do not.
438. You do not think there is sufficient trade to justify it ? No.
439. You will observe from the plan that the terminus of the railway at Green’s Gunyah leaves Prana 
many miles away ? There is absolutely nothing iu the neighbourhood of Prana, The object of the liue 
is to avoid the plains country, aud to get into agricultural country.
440. Mr. Hassall.] Do you think there is any better point from which to take that railway across ? I 
do^ not know.of any. It is a great pity that the Committee had not the opportunity of investigating the 
thing before tlie Jerilderie line was made,
441. Then the proper route for that railway would have been from The Pock to Green’s Gnnyah, and
from there to Berrigan ? Yes. ■
442. Then the question arises, do you not think the extension already in existence from Narrandera via 
Coonong to Jerilderie and Berrigan will practically servo tho intervening country between there and the 
southern line? 1 do not think it would develop it properly ; but I caimot conceive of a paying railway 
that could be made there now.
443. AV hat is the furthest point that any of those places would be from the railway ? Clear Hills is about 
28 miles from Jerilderie ; Daysdalo about 33 ; Clear Dills is about 22 miles from Berigan; and Saveruake 
about 12 miles. The whole of the cultivation in the neighbourhood of Green’s Gunyah is well within 20 
miles of a railway,
444. The cost of land carriage is not an insuperable difficulty in taking produce to market ? It is a heavy
item ; but I suppose there are compensating advantages. '
445. Do you think tho construction of the raihvay will bring any more traffic to the railway than you havo 
at present? I think there will be more settlement and more production, and consequently more traffic 
will be brought on to the main line.
44S. Practically, you would get what is now carried by road? Wa should got more, because there would 
be more production in the district if tlie railway was made; but lam not prepared to say that there 
would-be enough, and that we should get enough profit to justify tlie making of the lino. '
447. Tou think that the interest on the cost of the construction and the working expenses would be con
siderably more than you could exped; to realise from the carriage of traffic P Yes.
448. You do not look upon it as a profitable one? I do not look upon it as a line of such pressing 
importance that it should be made under existing conditions.
449. You think it would be advisable to give time for agricultural development? My opinion is that it 
would he as well to wait for Federation.
450. Ohairman.] You told Mr, Lee that you were charging 3d. a bushel for the carriage of wheat from 
Corowa to Culcairn ? Yes.
451. On the Jerilderie to Berrigan line yon are charging 2s. Gd. ? Yes.
452. On the Jerilderie to Berrigan liue you are charging 2s. Gd. for half tho distance, and on this line yon
propose to charge 5s. ? 1 es. On the Jerilderie to Berrigan line it was a distinct undertaking on tho 
part of tho people. Everyone expressed their willingness to pay that rate, and I believe they will he 
content to pay it. .
453. Why is the carriage on the line from Culcairn to Corowa only one-tenth of tho freight from 
Berrigan ? On account of its proximity to the main line.
454. .Is that the only reason? That is one of the chief reasons.
455. Has Yictorian competition anything to do with it? Nothing whatever as regards wheat.
45G, Mr. LeeHow did the Berrigan line result last year ? The year is scarcely complete yet. It looks 
well so far, but 1 waut to emphasise the difference between this district and the Berrigan district. As I 
pointed out, west of this district you got into country absolutely incapable of agriculture. At Berrigan, 
no matter which way you go, north, south, east, or west, you are surrounded by a good agricultural area. 
One thing that makes me afraid of this line is there being no possible development in a western and 
south-western direction. With a thousand pounds as the estimate of the amount we should receive for 
the carriage of cereals at the rate of 5s., there would require to be 12,000 acres for which Green’s Gunyah 
would be a depot. *
457. Mr. Humphery.] In what locality is there 7,000 acres under cultivation ? Cultivation extends along 
the whole length of the line.
458. But along 10 miles of the line you would not get any of it ? No.

,459. How many acres are there under crop in the last 15 miles ? 1 should think not a quarter of the
whole area.
460. Probably there are not 1,500 acres available to send produce to tlie lino ? I do not think so.
461. You are assuming that you would get 5s. a ton for long distances ? Yes.
4G2. It would not pay anybody to pay 5s. to have their produce carried 10 miles ? I should think not.
463. There appears likely to be a deficit of £ 1,200 a year on the working of tho line ? Yes.
464. If there were 24,000 acres under wheat which would come to the lino at Green’s Gunyah, would that
pay ? Yes ; if they are content to pay these rates. ' '

4G5,
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405. The line would pay if it could bo proved that Greon’s Gunyah would be a depot for the produce of J. Harper.
24,000 acres of wheat; if beyond doubt they would use Green’s G-unyah as a depot ? Yes, and would pay /
tho 5s. a ton. 21 Sept.,1897.
460. You propose to levy 5s. a tun on freight between Green’s Gnnyah and The Eock? The people
propose to pay 5s. a ton. Kindly put it that way.
467. Chairman.] Taking into consideration the freight suggested by the producers and approved by the 
Commissioners at 5s. a ton from Green’s Gunyah to The Eock, whore do yon think the wheat traffic 
would split between The Eock and Green’s Gunyah? That would depend to a large extent on purely 
local circumstances.
468. Taking a case where the producer was contiguous to the hue ? I should think that those who are 
either north or south of the line for any distance would be disposed to evade the payment of 5s. by carting 
their wheat to The Eock.
469. Would you say three-fourths of the line would he under the influence of The Eock, and the traffic 
along the rest of the line would go to Green’s Gunyah ? I should think so.
470. What is the distance to Melbourne from Tho Eock and also the distance to Sydney ? The distance 
from Melbourne to Wodonga is 187 miles, and from Wodonga to The Eock 60 miles, making a total of 
250 miles approximately. The distance from The Rock to Sydney is 327 miles, leaving a balance in 
favour of the Melbourne route of 77 miles.

Stanley Alexander, Supervising Engineer, Bailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,
swo^u, and examined:—

471. Chairman.] What is your position ? Supervising Engineer, Railway Construction Branch, Depart- S. Alexander,
ment of Public Works. ■
472. About the 26th May, 1891, you made a report on the country in which it is proposed to make this 21 Sept., 1897. 
line of raihvay, embracing a large portion of the Biverina country between the Billabong and Murray ?
Yes.
473. At the end of your report you have a diagram, in which you show a line from Murray Hut to 
Berrigan, Saveruake, Clear Hills, and towards Green's Gunyah ? Yes.
474. Was that a line that you viewed with favour? Yes.
475. Notwithstanding the fact that tho Jerilderie to Narrandera lino was in existence at that time? Yes.
476. What reason had you for that? That is a lino ] recommended, from Murray Hut to Hanging 
Rock, as a main Inmk line to suit tho whole country.
477. Why did you locate it exactly in that position? Jt passed through much good country in order to 
reach the very good land between Clear Hills and Murray Hut.
478. Did you consider the line to Clear Hills, Berrigan, and on to Pinley ? Yes.
479. ] s it good land ? Yes, most of it is very good.
480. Since there is a line in existence from Jerilderie to Berrigan, aud also a line to Finley to be built,
would you still be of opinion that this lino should be constructed? The existence of that line to Jerilderie 
modifies the question altogether. The construction of a line now from The Eock to Berrigan would 
make a circular railway. I should not think it was jusfifiable now. .
481. Your evidence is that from Clear Hills, in a westerly direction, there is valuable country? from 
Clear Hills westerly is valuable country, and again from The Eock to Urangeline. There is an 
intervening space between Urangeline and Clear Hills which is of no value for agriculture.
482. No doubt it was a mistake to construct the line from Narrandera to Jerilderie ? I think it is a pity .
that that liue was ever made.
483. Tho construction of the Jerilderie to Berrigan line in continuation with the line existing from
Narrandera to Jerilderie materially modifies your view with regard to the construction of that piece from 
Clear Hills to Brookong ? Yes, certainly. That is not now tlie right way to reach the countrv about 
Clear Hills. ‘ '
484. In clause 5, of your report of 1891, you say, westward of its terminus tlie whole land to Urana is 
open plains which will yield nothing p Yes, but that is not correct. As far as Brookong it is good land.
485. No large area of land is to be found on the west that would feed the terminus of the line at Green’s 
Gunyah, because of the proximity of the Narrandera to Jerilderie line ? There is a great extent of good 
country west and north-west of Green’s Gunyah. Map No. 4 shows my idea of the profitable develop
ment of that part of the Biverina,
486. Is this your view that a through line as shown on map No. 4 from The Rock via Savernakc, Clear 
Hills, Berrigan, and Finley would bo a wise line to construct ? Yes, on the date of that report,
487. But since the Jerilderie to Berrigan line has touched some of the best of the country you do not 
consider the through line to be necessary ? That is right.
488. Will you state definitely your opinion with regard to this proposed line from The Rock to Green’s 
Gunyah ? I do not think it will pay. It is 25 miles long; it will take a scope of a country about 30 miles, 
and of that 10 or 15 already belongs to the main line. It is only when you get 10 or 15 miles away from 
that line that you begin to earn any new revenue.
489. Is there room for a third line between the existing lines? There is room for a long lino such as I 
projected down to Murray Hut, but not for a short line 20 or 30 miles long.
490. Between the main line passing by The Rock and the Narrandera to Jerilderie line there is 60 miles?
Yes.
491. A line midway between the two would take the traffic for 15 miles on either side, making 30 miles 
altogether, leaving the main lino to servo 15 miles of country and the Jerilderie liue 15 miles of country ?
Yes. *
492. Do you regard that as over-supplying the wants of such a district at present ? No, I should not 
think so, if the central line could be a reasonably long one, say, 100 miles in length. A line from The
Rock to Murray Hut, would be about 100 miles long. .
493. Is tliere not suitable land round Green’s Gunyah to justify the construction of a railway from The
Rock to there ? It is good land, but there is not enough of it, and there is no back country from which 
traffic might be drawn. West and south of Brookong there is an unfertile belt which is the limit of tho 
area under the influence of such a line, 494.
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S. Alexander. 4,94. But thore is not enough of it ? Bro. They have good roads there or good roads can be made at
moderate expense. The ground is suitable for road making, and there is plenty of material for making

21 Sept.,1897. ;n tliat. (Iis|inet &
49o. In your opinion Green’s Gunyah is not one of the places to which a railway should be constructed 
at present? I think not. ’
496. Mr, ILumphenj^ What is the character of the land between Green’s Gunyah and the Billabong 
Creek ? Between Green’s Gunyah and Grangeline Creek it is all good. As soon as you cross tlie creek 
you get into very swampy country, country that will never he settled.
497. For what distance ? About 24 miles.
49S. That is all inferior country ? Tes.
499, Bunning on towards Clear Hills and Green’s Gunyah the land is good ? Yes, On crossing the 
Billabong Creek you come to Clear Hills and very good land indeed. That good land carries you right 
through from Clear Hills to tho Murray Hut. It is also very good at Savernakc and right down to the 
Murray.
500, Then there would be 24 miles of inferior land between Urangeline Creek and Billabong Creek ? Tes.
501. From your recollection of tbe country near Urangeline and Clear Hills, do you think this 24 miles 
of railway would pass through country not likely to he placed under agriculture? I said just now that 
it was all worthless land, but I see that I said in the eighth paragraph of my report in 1891 that, “ the 
land, though not altogether coming under tbc category of plains laud nor yet of forest land, is still low, 
flat, and, in part, subject to flooding, being covered for the most part with a still1, clayey soil, common on 
land iu similar localities all over Biverina. There are, however, several settlers on this part. Very much 
of the land is again private property.” I do not think that the land between Urangeliue and Billabong 
Greeks will ever be thickly settled, but settlers there will he living in a struggling way, subject to floods 
and having stiff land to work.
502. Is it your opinion that, in consideration of any extension from Green’s Gunyah to Clear Hills, 24 
mites of liue must be regarded as likely to be unprofitable. Tes.
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present:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING

The Hon. Frederick Thomas IIumpuerv.
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Roherts, C.M.G.
Tlie Hon. William Joseph Ttickeit,
The Hon. Dan led O’Connor.
Henrt Clarke, Esq.

Esq. (Chairman).
Charles Alpreh Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Feoan, Esq.
Thomas Henrv Hassall, .Esq. 
George Black. Esq.
Francis Augustus Weight, Esq. 
Frank; Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from The Bock to Green’s Gunyah.

Charles Edward Bennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands, sworn, and examined :—
C. E. Bennie. 503. Chairman.'] Do you produce a map showing the tenure of land on each side of the railway from The 

Bock to Green's Guuyah, aud from there onward to Berrigan ? 1 do.
22Sept., 1807. 504. Will you describe the areas that you have taken? The total width of the land shown as being

influenced by the railway under consideration from Green’s Gunyah, is about 28 miles iu average width.
505. How far north-west of the dotted line on the map have you taken ? From about 12 to 15 miles.
506. And the reason why you have gone no further distance than 12 miles north-west is because the
influence of the Narrandera to Jerilderie line extends that far? Tes.
507. And the same thing applies to the main Southern line on the other side ? Yes; from 20 miles beyond 
Green’s Gunyah to Berrigan the land is taken 10 miles to the north-west, and 15 miles to the 
south-east.
508. Even down as far as Clear Hills you come under the influence of the Harrandcra and Jerilderie 
line ? Tes.
509. And 15 miles towards the south-east ? Tes. Tho blue tint on the map shows the alienated land, the 
green shows tho reserves, and the brown colour the Crown land; the Crown land is only in scattered 
patches.
510. Will you describe the total area of alienated land or laud in process of alienation ? The total area 
of land from Tbe Bock to Green’s Gunyah is 549,030 acres ; the area of reserved land, 96,850 acres; and 
the area of Crown lands, 11,740 acres. Then, from The Bock right through to Berrigan, the area is 
1,155,840 acres; tho area of the reserves is 178,430 acres; and the area of Crown land 33,340 acres.

_ 511, I asked you a moment ago whether the alienated land was not only alienated land, hut also land in
the process of alienation ? Tea ; conditional purchases, conditional leases, homestead selections, and 
auction sales.
512. In the opinion of the Lands Department the land is gone ? Tes ; you may regard it as all alienated.
513. What local name is on the map 20 miles beyond Green’s Gunyah ? It is portion 40, parish 
of Faed.

■ 514. In that area down to the point you mentioned, 20 miles beyond Green’s Gunyah and to Tho Bock,
the total area of Crown lands is 11,000 acres ? About that. _ _
515. Are you prepared to express an opinion with regard to tlie possibility of the alienation of any 
reserves ? There are about 2,000 acres in process of subdivision, to be set apart for homestead selection. 
There are, at present, proposals being considered by the Department in connection with the Brookong 
exchange, by which reserve No. 2,443 is to be thrown open,

• 516. How many acres are there ? Several thousand acres.*
517. What other reserves are there? The stock reserve, from Urana towards Wagga Wagga, is being 
cleared, and there may be some pieces of that available ; we cannot tell the quantity.
518. Tou say that there is Crown land 20 miles beyond Green’s Gunyah ;—bow does that happen to be
Crown land ? It is chiefly remnants left unalienated. 519.

Note (os rcrinioit):—About 9,000 acres.
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519. Do you consider that the remnants arc aa good as the adjoining land which has been taken ? The 0. E. Kt 
probability is that they are less profitable areas ; they are mostly small pieces.
520. When you find the country all taken except the reserves and small pieces, those pieces must he eP ■> 
inferior ? Tea, or too small to occupy. Some of them are very small.
521. Therefore, these remnants are either too small to occupy, or arc inferior land ? I think that may
be assumed* .
522. You do not know the form of alienation ? There are different forms. I could not specify them.
523. I suppose a great deal of it is by auction sale? Yes. There lias been a patch taken up by homestead 
selection near Green’s Gunyah.
524-. What was that before? It was withdrawn from leasehold area. It went off very quickly.
525. Any land thrown open in that vicinity in suitable areas would be likely to be alienated ? Yes; there 
is no doubt about that.
526. The operation in connection with reserves and leasehold areas, and the exchange and surrender, 
cannot cover moro than a few thousand acres ? I havo hitherto only spoken about reserve 2,413.
527. What are the total operations possible there? The total operations are larger than that. The areas 
which the Crown is now negotiating for, to acquire by exchange, mount up to about 29,000 acres.
528. Where are those 29,000 acres ? It is in different blocks. There is a large block in the parish of Clive.
529. What is the area ? I could not toll the separate arca.f
530. There is one area soutli from Green’s Gunyah, a distance of about 12 miles? Yes, about that.
There is another of several thousand acres about 6 miles south-east of Green’s Gunyah, and there are two 
other areas comprising a couple of thousand acres half way between Green’s Gunyah and The Hock, and 
another area of about 4,000 acres about 12 miles north-east of Green’s Gunyah. These areas aggregate 
about 29,000 acres.
531. Therefore there would be about 20,000 acres of Grown land which would be to some extent benefited 
by the construction of this line ? Yes—that is, if these exchanges go through. ’The Crown is negotiating 
to acquire the land by exchange.
532. The probability is that there will be 29,000 acres of Crown land affected by the line? Yes.
533. What is the area which the Crown allows oue holder? It varies very much, but it is reckoned that 
about 4S0 acres of wheat-growing land is sufficient.
534. Presuming that there are 29,000 acres of wheal-growing land available, how many would that 
accommodate ? About sixty families. That is only an approximation, because the areas vary a great 
deal. It is all good agricultural land which is proposed to be acquired.
535. Taking the northernmost portion that is likely to he affected by the exchanges, how far away is 
that from the main line to Sydney? About 16 miles.
536. Is that the shortest distance you can got ? Yes.
537. Then the others suitable for wheat-growing—how far are they oft'? About 12 miles from The Hock ; 
the next one is about 18 miles, and the others would be about 18 miles.
538. Therefore, tho greatest distance of tbe most distant of these 29,000 acres of Crown land from the 
existing line is some 18 miles ? Yes.
539. And the nearest appears to he about 12 miles ? Yes.
540. If the exchanges to which you refer take place with regard to tho larger area of lands due south 
from Green’s Gunyah, and distant therefrom about 12 miles, even with a line constructed to Green’s 
Gunyah tho people would save about 6 miles of road carriage, since from that place to the nearest place 
on the Soufhern line is uot more than 18 miles ? Jt is about 18 miles. This largest area to which I refer, 
the centre block, appears to me to he about 11 miles from Green’s Gunyah and about IS miles from tbe 
main Southern line, somewhere in tho vicinity of Dcnty.
541. Are you prepared to express an opinion as to whether the construction of a line from Tho Eock to 
Green’s Gunyah would have any material efiect upon the value of the Crown lands that you anticipate 
alienating? Jt would increase the facilities of raihvay communication.
542. You are not prepared to say whether it would have any material effect upon those lands ? I hardly 
think so ; because they are not very far distant from the line now, and the land would go in any case. I , ' 
do not think it will go any faster for the prospects of having another line.
543. Are you aware whether the reserves which have boon referred to are likely to be curtailed? I 
could not say. It is most likely that, sooner or later, they will be reduced in size.
544. Does that cover Iho whole case with regard to such land as would be incidentally affected by a line 
from The Eock to Green's Guuyah? Yes. No doubt having a line there will make the land better for 
settlement; but I think the land will he taken up just as fast whether there is a liue or not.
545. Coming from The Koek. south-west from the land which you have described as 20 miles from Green’s
Gunyah, how much land is there there ? About 21,600 acres of Crown land. .
546. Can you inform us why it has not been sold ? I could not say, because some of these large pieces 
may have been recently-cancelled reserves. A large area classified there will bo thrown open to selection 
very shortly.
547. Tbe Crown are endeavouring to deal with it ? Yes.
548. But the whole amount comprises only an area of 21,600 acres? Yes.
549. There is a reserve shown a little north-west from the dotted line on the map;—how far is that from 
Berrigan? It is about 13 miles from Berrigan, north-east.
550. The other area is shown almost due east from Berrigan? That is about, 24 miles. It is under a
proposal for exchange for other land. _
551. How far south from the dotted line on tho map is it? About 12 miles.
552. Therefore, if the line were extended to Berrigan there aro some 20,000 acres that might be affected 
by it? Yes.
553. Would that bo materially affected by the line? I am not prepared to say.
554. What exchanges are there going on in the southern portion of the area shown ? About 10,000 acres,
555. Only 10,000 acres ? Yes—that is to say, within the limits of 10 miles north-west and 15 miles 
south-east.
556. You are not prepared to say whether there will be any operations with regard to the reserves ? No ;
I could not say, 557.

* Note (on m-isioti) :—Some remuanls are in leasehold ureas, mul so nol avaihhle.
t About 10,000 acres.



1102

22
:r>

PARLIAMENTAItY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

■ oo7. Have you brouglit any information which we have not got from you ? I cannot tell the Committee 
22 Sept. 1807.morG e^cepf this, that the lands are in treaty for surrender. There is an area of about 24 miles 

north-east from Berrigan on the line itself that is in treaty for surrender—about 3,800 acres. There 
are about 4,700 acres, about 20 miles east from Berrigan, and another area about 24 miles off at Coreen 
comprising about 2,000 acres,
558. There can be no material increase m the value of the areas of laud which the Crown will have to sell 
by the curtailment of the reserves? No.
o59. .therefore, as far as the public estate is concerned, the construction of the line from The Bock to 
Berrigan will not have any material effect ? No,

from The Bock to Green's Gunyah, or from The Bock to Berrigan, will not have any 
material effect in increasing the value of Crown land, and therefore in increasing tho amount of money 
that you will receive? I do not think so.
u^ii ?-e ^a'n<! o:^ ■'ust a3 lluickljr without it ?- I think the demand for land is sufficient to insure
it all being taken up. All the land which has been acquired is good agricultural land.
5G2. As far as the State property is concerned in that vicinity, it does not appear to you that a railwav 
would materially affect it, the conditions being such that you can sell the land on the usual terms whether 
a railway is made or not ? Tes; that is the case as far as I cau judge. If the whole exchange area that 
we are now m treaty for were acquired, and we allowed 480 acres for each family, that would provide for 
seventy or eighty families.
563. As far as you are aware your total operations would appear to he limited to the settlement of about 
seventy families ? Between seventy and eighty families on tho land to be acquired by exchange.

Walter Alexander Smith, District Engineer, Department of Public Works, sworn, and examined
^A^mith. 564. Chairman.] Ton bring some information from your Department ? Yes ; in Mr. Scarr’s absence I
228enti897 wfir’1' atatGI?ent wJuch he was to have presented to the Committee. I am not myself acquainted with 

p ■> the Wagga Wagga district.
5G5. The only information that you have is that furnished by the office ? Tes; it is as follows

Department of Public Works, Account Branch, 20 September, 1897. 
Statement showing expenditure on certain roads affecting the question of the proposed Bailway from The Rock 
^ to Green’s Gunyah.

Hem No. Mile
age. Roads.

Amount voted.
Amount

expended,
1892. 1S93. 1881. 1S95.

(fl months] 1S95-0. 1S96-7.

J,41S
1,423
1,425
1,428
1,431
J ,432 
1,434

60
22
18
15
60
25
30

Wagga Wagga to Gillenbah ..........
Wagga Wagga to Tbe Bock ..........
Coonong /Station to Urana * .,
Henty Station to Monvabln .........
Bock Station to Urana......
Bock Station to Green's Gnnyah ... 
Yerong Station to Urangeline.........

£
600

"720
300
600

600

£
600
220
720
300
600

"ebo

£
520
ISO
650
200
550

450

■t
300
100
300
100
250

75
250

£
520
180
650
200
450
125
450

£
440
150
620
200
400
145
450

£ s. d, 
2,599 1 4 

603 11 8 
2,939 0 1 

912 10 8 
1,855 14 9 

261 16 2 
2,181 6 4

2,820 3,040 2,550 1,375 2,575 2,405 11,353 1 0

Nicholas Colston Loekyer, Collector of Customs, sworn, and examined :—
N^CAockyer. fjQC. Hfr. J'eyanJ Mr. Harper was here yesterday, and made a statement to the effect that wheat could 
22Sept. 1897’\n bond through Victoria ; has any alteration been made with regard to that to your knowledge? 

1 Not so far as I am aware. It is not at all likely that there has been any alteration.
567. Then that statement is not correct ? We received, in 1895, over 300,000 bushels of Biverina wheat 
m Newcastle and Sydney, sent through Victoria under bond.
568. Then Mr. Harper’s statement is not correct ? Ido not think it is.
569. In your position, would you not receive an intimation of it if any change took place ? I have not 
had time to make inquiries, but it seems very improbable that such a thing could have taken place It 
is practically impossible.
570. It could not have taken place last year without your knowing it ? No.
571. Tou would bo advised if any change were intended ? We should have heard about it without a 
doubt. I can make inquiries by to-morrow.
572 Mr. Zee.] It would not take place without your Department being informed? I think not. It 
would create a great deal of discussion.

Fit ID AT,
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THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, Esq. (Cir.uBMAN).

The Hon. Frederick Thomas HujrrnERY. 
The Hon. James Hoskess.
The Hon. Charges James Eorerts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. Wiliham Joseph Tbickett.
The Hon. Dahted O’Gonhob.
Hesbt Clarke, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Feoan, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq 
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

Kailway from The Kock to Green’s Gunyah.

William McIntyre, Chief Electoral Officer, Chief Secretary’s Department, sworn, and examined :—
573. Chairman)] Have you a statement to make in regard to the population of the area that is presumed to W. McIntyre, 
ho affected by the proposed railway from The Kock to Green’s Gunyah P I have made an estimate of the /—-A-—n 
population within the two areas. I have taken the number of electors in the localities within the areas. 24 Sept.,1897.
574. The iirst area is from The Kock to Green’s Gunyah P Yes.
575. How wide on the northern and southern sides of the railway? Fifteen miles on the southern side of 
the railway, but there is a direct line from The Kock to a point 15 miles from the railway south-easterly, 
and midway between the Narrandera to J erilderie railway ami this proposed railway. I estimate that there 
are 1,449 souls within the Green’s Gunyah area—that is', the northern part.
57(5. That is the first total population? Yes.
577. You arrived at that by taking the number of electors and multiplying by what? By 41. That is 
the official figure used by the Statistician. I think that is, if anything, a little under the actual population.
578. Is it dependent upon the last roll ? Upon the roll in force.
579. Have yon anything with regard to past years? No.
580. You have another area? Yes; the southern area, from a point 20 miles from Green’s Gunyah, 10 
miles on the northern side of the proposed railway line, and 15 miles on the southern side. 1 have 
estimated that there are 2,837 souls in that area; the total population in the whole area being 4,30(5.
581. What population is there within 10 miles of The Kock going west ? 1 cannot give you that.
582. You have included The Keck? Yes; I. have included The Kock. and I have included Bcrrigan.
There are twenty-one electors at The Kock—that will be a population of eighty or ninety. At Berrigan 
there are ISO electors, representing a population of 750. At Bulienbong there are twenty-one electors, 
representing a population of about ninety. At Green’s Gunyah there are twelve electors, representing a 
population of fifty or sixty. At Brookong there are fifty or sixty electors. At Urangeline Creek there 
are three electors within one division, and nineteen in another division. I have a list of all the localities, 
with the number of electors at each place.
583. Will you road it ? Yes, it is as follows :—

Profosed Railway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah and Berrigan.

Electorate,

North-ms!erm portion.

Wagga Wagga...............
The Hume ....................
The Murray....................

Sou/h-eastem portion.

The Murray

Division,

Pt, of Jackson's Water]] ole
Ft. of Hanging Rock ......
Pt. of Urana .....................

f Pt. of Urana (including Urana).........
| Pt. of Tocumwnl (including Berrigan)

-j Pt. of Muhvala ..................................
| Pt. of Cornwa......................................
1 Pt. of Jerilderic...... ...........................

Total

No. of Electors. Estimated Population.

26 117
195 877
101 455

322 1,449

206 927
277 1,246
SI 365
07 301
4 18

635 2,857

957 _ 4,306

Jaclson’s Watcrhole.
Arajoel...........................
Mimosa..........................

J/atH/iny A’ori Division.
Bulienbong ....................
Uonrke's Creek.............
French Park .................
Galore............................
Green’s Gunyah............
Hanging Rock...............
Lalla Rook.....................
Mittagong .....................
Munyalba .....................
Pleasant Hills.,..............
The Kock .....................
Tonlandool.....................

21

21
1
5
3 : 

12 | 
12 

C 
fiS 
13 
« 

21 
2

JJanr/nuj liork Dir.—amid.
Tootal............................ 16
Urangeline..................... 3
Urangehnc Greek......... 3
IValkiudool.................... 13

ITinnil Dininion.
Uoree Creek.................... 23
Brookong........................ 65
Butherwah. ................... 14
Burrangong.................... 6
Clear Hills..................... 36
P.mu Plains.................... 7
Goonambil...................... 5
Goonambil North.......... 4
M ahonga .......................  17
Nowranie .................... 0

Uram Dirixion-
Urana................
Urangeline.........

continued.
........ 100
........ 19

Tonmtiral Dteimoit.
Berrigan........................... ISO
Booimuioomana.............. 22
Jvilyaua ......................... 4
Lallatee ......................... 4
Nangunnia..................... 34
Momalong ..................... 12
Warmatta ..................... 21

Mntvxi/a Division.
Bull Plain ..................... 25 i
Bmn Bark, Corcun ...... 3

I Myall Point, Oorccn......  2 I

Nnbrohi Division,—contd.
Narrow Plain.................  22
Savcrnakc ..................... 10
Turramin......................... 3
Wongarnong .................  16

Corwra Dilution.
Coreen............................ 0
Daysdalc ..................... 34-
Goonambil..................... 14
Granville......................... 5
M ahonga......................... 2
Overton ......................... 3

Jcnhlt vie. J)ivision.
Myall Plains ................ 4

WEDNESDAY,
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iSnssnt:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING 

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Hl'mitery.
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Koberts, C.M.G.
The Hon. "William Joseph Trickktt.

, Esq. (Chairman).
Henry Clarke, Esq.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus "Weight, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah,

Henry Chamberlaine Russell, C.M.G., Government Astronomer, sworn, and eiamined:—
11 CM o'*1'’ ChaBmein.'\ Have you the particulars of the rainfall in the district between The Rock and Green’s 

Gunyah ? Tes. We have not a station called Green’s Gunyah, but we have one at Burrangong, almost 
29 Sept.,1897. ^ie s;lme Bp°t, and there the rainfall is 19'3G inches, the records being very satisfactory as to time, as 

’ they eitond over'twenty-one years. The rainfall at Mittagong is 22'98 inches ; at Wagga Wagga, 23'27; 
at Yerong Creek, near Mangoplah, it is 24T1; at Urana, according to a twenty-two years’ record, the 
average is 18'48. At Berrigan it is ].7'8G inches, but tins is from only one year’s record—1895. At 
Bullanboug, the rainfall is 21'21; at .1 erilderie, IS114.
585. The rainfall in the country affected by The Rock to Green’s Gunyah line may be taken as approxi
mately from something under 19 inches to something over 24 inches ? Tes.
586. Taking a fair mean, we might say about 22_inches ? Yes, I think so,
587. Hoes the rainfall come at a suitable time of the year ? Yes ; it comes in the latter half of the year, 
which is very favourable for wheat-growing.
588. Therefore, if the soil is suitable, it ought to bo a good district for cereals ? Yes. Speaking 
generally, the rainfall increases regularly from west to east, and when you get down below the Lachlan it 
increases towards Victoria going due south. The rainfall is rather better in the southern part of the 
districts concerned than that in the northern parts.

THURSDAY, 30 SEPTEMBER, 1897. 

JRfsent:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. Erehertck Thomas Humpmery. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.

Henry Clarke, Esq.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah.

Joseph Clarke, Inland Mail Clerk, Postal and Electric Telegraph Department, sworn, and examined :— 
J. Clarke. 5gQ_ ^Ar. Lee^\ We should like some information in regard to the mail service between 'The Rock and 

^'reen’s Gunyah ? We have only one mail line to Green’s Gunyah. ■ It is on our line between The Rock, 
0 Sept., 1897. jiroueh park, Terrier’s, and Urana,, via Brookong, 52 miles, three times a week; a covered conveyance; cost, 

£249 a year. The distance to Green’s Gunyah is 25 miles. It is somewhere near Perrier’s post office. 
I should say that it would cost about £100 for that part of the service if it had to be run separately from 
The Rock.
590. If the railway charge for the same distance would bo £300, you would practically pay £200 more 
than you pay at present ? Yes.
591. That is the only mail lino that would have to be discontinued if this railway were made ? Yes, I 
think so.

Charles Edward Rennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands, sworn, and further examined :—
C. E. Rennie. 592. Chairman^] Have you any information with regard to the land on the route of the proposed line 

f \ from The Rock to G reen's G unyah ? Yes.
30Sept., 1897. 59gi Committee wish to know the areas of land within 5 miles of the line, between 5 and 10 miles,

and between 10 and 15 miles of the line? Within 5 miles of each side of the line there are 136,980 
acres of alienated land.
591. Does that extend 5 miles beyond Green’s Gunyah ? Yes ; all round, but not to the east of The 
Rock. Between 5 and 10 miles from the line there are 1-15,880 acres of alienated land ; then from 10 to 
15 miles from the line there are 163,160 acres of alienated laud. The reserves within 5 miles of the lino 
are 26,840 acres ; Crown lands, 2,880 acres : that is about 30,000 acres altogether. Between 5 and 10 
miles of the line there are 28,640 acres of reserves, and 3,120 acres of Crown lands; altogether about 
32,000 acres. Between 10 and 15 miles of the. line there arc 21,810 acres of reserves, and 4<,630 acres of 
Crown lands; about 26,000 acres altogether. '

-595. Mr. Wright.'] Can you give the total alienated land within those areas, and the total areas of Crown' 
land? About 450,000 acres of alienated laud, about 75,000 acres of reserves, and about 10,500 acres of 
Crown lands.
596, That is all that is really available in the entire district at the present time ? That is within 15 miles 
of the line.
597. A little Over 10,000 acres ? Yes.

FRIDA Y,



MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—KAILWAY FROM THE HOCK TO GREEN'S C.ONYAH, 25-

FRIDAY, 5 NOVEMBER 1897.
$t£!5£ttt! —

THOMA.S THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairmas).
The Hon. Pbedeeick Thomas Hcmphert. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Citaeles James Hobeets, C.M.G. 
Hesbt Claeke, Esq.
Charles A li ked Lee, Esq.

Jons Lionel Eeoan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Elack, Esq.
Ekancts AiJGijSTtjS Weight, Esq. 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Kailway from The Kock to Green's Gunyah.

'William Henry Patrick Cherry, Chief Compiler, Government Statistician's Department, sworn, and
examined -.—

598. Chairman.') The Committee desire information with regard to the Mark Lane prices of wheat for a W. H. P. 
term of years ? I can give you information as to the prices obtained by both British and imported wheat; Cherry, 
but the information in regard to imqjorted wheat only goes back as far as 1891. The following figures 
aro taken from tim official statistics of the British Board of Agriculture, and identical with the figures S Nov., 1897. 
published in the official gazette, and published also in the Mark Fane. Express, which is issued every week.

.
Year.

Trife per bushel.

llritish.
i

Imported.

s. <1.
i

s. (1.
1891............................ 4 74 4 94
1892............................ s f>i ^ n
1898............................ :i 34 i 3 ns
IS94............................ 2 10) i 2 lOij
189;').......................... 2 104 i 2 113
1S9G........................... 3 3i i 3

599. Therefore imported wheat brings about Id. a bushel more than the British wheat? From id. to Id. 
a bushel more. Li 1893, when the British wheat was worth 3s. Sid. per bushel, the quantity returned is 
given as 2,020,000 imperial quarters, being S bushels to the quarter. In 189J, the quantity returned was 
1,950,82-1 imperial quarters ; in 1895, the quantity returned was 1,928,383 imperial quarters ; and in 1896, 
when the price went up, 2,111,021 imperial quarters. These figures apply only to British wheal.

FRIDAY, 12 NOVEMBER, 1897.

Jjreenit: —
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphrey. 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon, Charles James Koberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Cos NOB.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Began, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black. Esq.

1 Francis Augustus Weight, Esq. 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Kailway from The Kock to Green’s Gunyah.

William Henry Patrick Cherry, Chief Compiler, Government Statistician’a Department, sworn,
and further examined :—

GOO. Chairman.) The Committee desired certain further information with regard to wheat; have you been W. H. P. 
able to get it? Tes, most of it. I should like first to add t-o the evidence I gave the other day about the Cherry.
prices of wheat in London. I gave the prices in London for ten years, and I should like to give the /---- -—\
septennial average for 1896. The annual average ranged from 4s. 0*5d. in 1887 to 2s. lOd. in 1894 and 12Nov., 1897.
1895, and then it rose again in 1896 to 3s. 3.1-d. The septennial average for the period ending 1896 was
3s. 6;d. The prices of u heat in .Sydney in the months of February and M arch for the last ten years were as
follows;—1887, 3s. lOd. in February and 3a. lid. in March; 1888, 3s. Gd. and 3s. Gf.d; 1889 4s 9d and
5s. 3d.; 1890, 3s. Cd. and 3s. 6d ; 1891, 3s. 7JM- and 3s. lOd ; 1892, 4s. 9d. and 4s'. 9d. ; 1893, 3s, 6*d.
and 3b. Cd.; 1894, 3s. and 3s.; 1895, 2s. 5d. and 2s. 7d.; 1896, 4s. 4d. and 4s, 4d. For fhe present year
the price in February was 4s. 8d. and in March 4s. Gd. I was asked for information as to the cost of
freight and other charges from the Australasian provinces. The total cost from the farm in New South
Wales to London would be Is. 9d. per bushel.
601. How is that made up? H is made up by reckoning first of al! the cost of carting the wheat from 
■the farm to the railway station, and trucking 'it there at 3d. per bushel. That, is the average rate for 
landing the wheat at the railway station, assuming that the farmer is about 20 miles from the railway 
station. That would be a little over 9s. per ton. Then the railway freight is estimated at about 41d per 
bushel. The next item would be cartage from DarJing Harbour to the ship, which might he put down at 
about Id. per bushel. In regard fo ocean freightage there has been very little wheat exported during the 
last few years, but the average was about 20s. a ton or at the rate of about Sd. per bushel. The 
insurance would be Id, a bushel, and the seiling and other dues in London would come to about 4d. a 
bushel. These items of cost make a total of Is. 9d. per bushel.
602, That estimate is on the supposition that the wheat grown ip New South "Wales is carried over 20
miles to a railway station ? Yes, about 20 miles. ' '
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603. The only item we could touch, therefore, would be 3d. for carting ? Tes. In the case of a large 
wheat-growing farm close to a railway siding a man would save that, or nearly that.
60±. As railway construction proceeds contiguous to the farm it would eliminate that 3d. ? Tes, a gopd 
deal of it _ _ .
605. And if it were possible to put the wheat right into the ship’s hold at Darling Harbour the item of 
Id. per bushel would also be eliminated? Yes, that would be so, if it wore possible to dispense with the 
cartage from Darling Harbour to the ship.
606. Then there is a possibility of eliminating a portion of the 3d., say l|d., and there is a possibility of
eliminating the Id. ? Tes. There is also another possibility. I have reclconed the ocean freightage to 
London at 8d. per bushel, or 25s. per ton, but if large quantities were exported it is possible that sailing 
vessels might carry wheat as low as 20s. or 2Ls, per ton, which would be about 6|d. per bushel. E gave 
Sd. as the average of the last three years. _ _
607. The tendency with regard to oversea freight is towards a reductiou ? Yes.
60S. The reduction in the ocean freightage from Sd. to G^d., which you think possible, "would mean auother 
1 |d. off your total estimate ? Tes.
609. So that there is 4d. a bushel which you might take off your estimate of Is. 9d. without very much
danger, which would bring it down to Is. 5d. as the cost of transit from the average wheat-field in the 
Colony to London ? It is possible that the cost of the selling and other dues in London, which I put 
down at 4d. a bushel, might run as high as 5d. The charges are pretty heavy. _
610. How did you arrive at the 4d. ? The city and market dues come to 5d. a ton. The lauding and
dock charges would vary from 3s. Gd. to 5s. a ton. Then there are other charges tor sampling and super
intending ; then there is the <Id crcdcrc brokerage and the selling commission in Loudon. All these 
charges might run up to 5d. a bushel. , , ,
611. What was the average price of wheat in London for the last seven years ? Three shillings and six
pence farthing. _
612. Therefore, if New South Wales had been exporting wheat under such conditions as you particularise,
the average return per bushel for the last seven years, depending upon Mark Lane, would be about 
2s. l-fd.—that would be the average price on the farm after deducting 1 s. 6d. as the cost ot transit to 
market ? Yes. _
613. What was the lowest price in London according to your figures ? The lowest price was 2s. lOd.
014. That would leave the farmer Is. 5d. in the worst year ? Yes. _
615. YYhat was the highest price in London ? Dour shillings three farthings in 1837. ^ ^
616. Deducting Is. 5d. as fhe lowest possible price of transit to London, that would leave 2s. 7d. ? Y es.
617. Mr. What was the price of wheat in ES'ew South Wales in 1887 ? Three shillings and eleven
pence. .
618. Chairman.^ Have you any estimate of what it costs to produce wheat? Tes. The cost of producing 
wheat varies very much according to the size of the farm and the appliances used. It does not appear 
that it would pay a man to grow wheat for export to London on such a small area as from 50 to /5 acres. 
A man could grow wheat for export on an area ot from 15^ to 200 acres; but ho would not get much 
out of it. The cost of growing wheat is approximately :--15s. 6d. an acre on large farms; 20s. an acre 
on moderately sized farms ; 27s. an acre on small farms. These figures are given in Wealth and Progress. 
I have examined them closely, and am sure they arc pretty correct. On a farm of about 200 acres it 
costs a man from Is. 6d. to Is, 8d. a bushel to grow his wheat.
619. There would be no profit in that ? No.
620. Did you include the man’s labour ? Yes.-
621. How much of that Is. Gd. or Is. 8d. would be bis labour ? It is very difficult to say. With a farm 
of '450 or 500 acres, a man, according to my figures, could grow wheat at a cost of from Is. to Is. 3d. per 
bushel, according to the district. 'Taking 12 bushels to the acre, which is the average yield in New South 
Wales for the last thirty years, it costs a man from 13s. to 15s. an acre. I have proof of the correctness 
of these figures from the books and accounts of farmers themselves.
622. How do you make up that cost of from 13s. to 15s. per acre? I will take the case of a farm at
Carcoar—an old farm, 450 acres in extent. The expenses for sowing and harvesting are £294 on the 450 
acres,—which is an average of about 13s. an acre. ... .
623. Would you give the details comprised in that total sum of £291, specifying the items of ploughing,
cost of seed, and so on? I could scarcely give the items, but as furnished in a reliable return which 1 
have, they make a total of about £294, which represents the cost of sowing and harvesting on this farm 
of 450 acres. The man is one of the best farmers in the district, hi calculating their expenditure some 
farmers include charges which others do not seem even to think of. I think from 13s. to 15s. an acre is a 
good average for a farm like that. In the case of this farmer the cost of growing wheat is Is. l|d. 
per bushel. .
624. "What was the lowest price for wheat in Mark-lane which you gave us in your figures for septennial 
periods ? The lowest price was 2s. lOkl., and the highest was 4s. Ojd., the septennial average being 3s, 6d,; 
so that, according to these figures, it would pay the farmer the amount I have just quoted. In the 
year to which those figures apply, the yield was only 7 bushels to the acre. It was a very bad year. 
The farmer gets an average of about' 12 bushels to the acre. In a very bad year he would meet his 
expenses.
625. Taking off the freight charges, the highest year in the septennial period shows 2s. 7^d. a bushel, and
the lowest year Is. 5£d., the average being 2s. Id. ? Tes. _
626. Therefore, a man cultivating 400 or 500 acres in New South Wales, since the cost of production, 
according to your figures, is Is. Id,, would get in the highest year Is. 6|d., and in the lowest year 4£d., or 
an average of Is. a bushel ? Tes.
627. Taking into consideration the surroundings of a farm, and considering what the farmer saves in the 
shape of house-rent, food that he produces on the farm, and other items, if he had £150 a year cash 
coming in, he would be able to live ? Yes.
628. Therefore, it means this : that a man with an ordinary farm of 450 acres, such as you described, even 
if he had to send hie wheat to London, would be able to make a living, generally speaking ? Tes.
629. Looking at the whole state of the case, taking the last seven years as an example, as regards the 
prices in London, and the cost of wheat in the London, market, in your opinion could wheat-farming be 
carried out so that the farmer in New South Wales could afford to live if he had to send his wheat to
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]M ark-lane, provided reasonable opportunities were given to enable him to get his produce to the sea-hoard ? W. H. P. 
Yes ; X think a farmer ought to get more than a living ; at any rate, if he could always rely upon those Cherry, 
prices he could live. ' a—v
(>30. Did you include rent in your calculations? In the case quoted, the rent was in the shape of interest l®37-
on a conditional purchase. Of course, if a man rented land, this item would amount to very much more.
It would come to from Gs. to 8s. an acre, which would add a, great deal to the total cost of production.
Under those circumstances it ivould not pay ; but in the case of a conditional purchase it would pay.
631. As against that, in your calculation you paid the man for his labour ? Yes.
632. That does not go to an outsider, it goes to the farmer himself; he is virtually selling his labour to 
himself? Yes.
633. That is an item you have not included in the calculation ? Yes.
634. And that would, to a certain extent, meet the rent difficulty ? Yes.
635. Mr. Ettmphery.'] In your estimate, did yon take into consideration the initial cost of putting the 
land under crop ? No ; the farm had been under crop for years. If a man had to start on a farm, and 
buy everything, of course it would come a great deal more expensive.
636. You have not included the cost of clearing and stumping? No ; in the case I gave all the clearing 
was done.
637. You supposed that at the time you began to make your estimate of cost the land was fit for the 
plough ? Yes ; if a man had to clear the land it would make all the difference in the world.
63S. Have you any more information to give to the Committee? In regard to the cost of freight, that 
would be pretty much the same from all the Australasian provinces. 1 was asked for information in 
regard to the charges on wheat scut to lamdou from Canada, the United States, Argentine, India and 
itussia. fhe charges irom the Itniled States and I ruin Canada would be about the same. The railway 
freight from Chicago would be about 7id. a bushel, and the freight from New York to Liverpool about 
2ld. a bushel. That would mean a freightage of about lOd. from Chicago fo London.
639. Can you give us any information as to the cost of production in America? No; hut according to 
figures given in the published report of the United States Department of Agriculture, the price on (ho 
farm in 1S92 was 2s. 7d.; in 1893, 2s. 3d.; in 1894, 2s.; in 1895, 2s. Id.: and in 1896, 3s. These figures 
represent the average prices all over the States. The average crop in the United States is about 12 bushels, 
the same as in this country. In Canada it is a little more,
640. Mr. Rolerts.'] Have you any note as to the reason of the rise in price in 189U ? No ; it was a general 
rise. In regard to India, the freight from Bombay to London would be from Gd. to 6£d. a bushel, or from 
15s. to 20s. a ton. In the case of .Russia, tho freight to London from Odessa would be from 7s. 6d, to 10s. 
a ton, or from 2.jd. to 3£d. a bushel, I was also asked about the freight from Argentine. I cm give a little 
information about Argentine, which, it appears to me, in regard 1o wheat production, is the only country 
we have to fear. Large quantities of wheat are imported into the United K ingdom from the United States 
and Russia ; but they do not import much more wheat into London from either the United States, Russia, 
or India, than they did ten years ago. I suppose the reason is, in the ease of the United States, that they 
find it takes all their time to keep pace with their own population. At any rate, as a matter of fact, the 
export of wheat from that country is not much greater than it was five or ten years ago, neither is the 
production very much greater. It docs not appear, therefore, that we have much to fear from those 
countries. But the ease of Argentine is different, and it will take us all ourtime to cope with that country.
641. Mr. Mosh'ns.] What is the average acreage production in Argentine ? About the same as in this 
country.
642. C/iat'rman.] As against India can we bold our own ? Great Britain is not getting much more wheat 
from India now than she was five or ten years ago.
643. How docs the cost of transit from Chicago to London compare with the average cost from New 
(South Wales to London? Tho cost from Chicago to London would be about lOd. a bushel—7-id. on the 
rail, and 2LI. across the Atlantic,
644. Mr. Wri(jld?\ Would they send wheat from Chicago by rail or by canal ? Tho greater portion goes 
by rail.
645. Chairman.] In the cost of lOd. a bushel from Chicago to London, have you included the various 
charges in the shape oi selling dues, etc., which you added to the cost of transit from New South Wales ?
No ; Gd. a bushel must be added. , .
646. Then the figures show a total cost, of Is. 3d. from Chicago to London, as against Is. Gd, from New
South Wales? Yes, they have a slight advantage over us. ' ’
647. Therefore, a wheat-grower in New South Wales, as regards access to London, ivould be pretty well 
on the same footing as a wheat-grower adjacent to Chicago? Yes; he would be slightly at a disadvantage- 
say to the extent of l-|d. or 2d. a bushel.
648. You have given the cost of production in the United States ? Yes ; 1 gave the prices on the farms 
during the years from 1892 to 1896. There is a note in the report of the Department of Agriculture in 
which one of the officers says : “ Investigations made in the different districts on the great plains show 
that in some places, with an average of 15 bushels per acre at ID cents., it might be profitable.” As be 
took special places, it is probable that, instead of Is. 8d., Is. lOd. or 2s. would be more like an all round 
price that would be profitable.
649. What is the cost of convoying wheat from Argentine to England ? In a consular report made, to 
the Board of Trade, it is stated that they can land wheat at the port of Rosario for 35 cents,, or Is. 6d. 
a bushel. Then it has to go from the port of Rosario to Buenos Ayres by rail, a distance of nearly 200 
miles, and the cost would probably be about 3d. a bushel. The oceau freight it is rather difficult to arrive 
at. Ships charge 35s. a ton for the round voyage from England, taking out coal and bringing back wheat.
T am told that 15s. a ton would be a good average to estimate for coal, and 20s. for wheat, which would 
be 6id. per bushel. The figures, therefore, would be Is. Od. per bushel landed at the port of Rosario, 3d. 
a bushel for the railway carriage—I cannot be positive as to this item—and 6-ad. for the ocean freightage.
If wo add to this 5d. a bushel for other charges, the cost, lauded in London, would bs about 2s. 8 Jd.
Probably the railway freight from Rosario to Buenos Ayres would not be as much as I have estimated.
650. The item of Is. Od.to Rosario includes the cost of production and everything up to that point? YYs.
651. There is only a difference of 2d. in the freight to London between the United States, Argentine,and
Australia ? There is not very much difference. I have given the freight at G^d- from Argentine and 64d. 
from Australia. ” ' '
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W. H. P. 632. Therefore, the profit in favour of Argentine is in respect of the Is. 6d, a bushel, embracing the cost 
^production and expenses to Eosario ? Yes.

12Not 1897 they do it for Is. Cd.:—have you any suggestion to offer on that point? I cannot give you
■’ ‘ the details, but I would point out the way they grow wheat in Argentine. Two or three capitalists form

a syndicate, and they get from Spain and Italy men of the peasant class wrho, with their ancestors, have 
been growing wheat for generations, and consequently thoroughly understand it. They provide these 
men with all appliances and sufficient to live upon for about two years, and when the crop time comes 
round the principals step in and take a certain proportion of the returns. It is something like the halves 
system in Kew South Wales. In dealing with the cost of production we have not taken into account a 
system of that kind. We have not taken into account a case like that of Mr. Greene of landra. Mr. 
Greene cultivates a very large area, and it is done, I think, on the halves system. What the cost of 
production amounts to in such a case I do not know'; but 1 certainly think that, given fair seasons, 
a man who engaged in wheat growing on a system of that kind would do much better than a man 
who cultivated 400 or 500 acres of his own, though not having gone into the question I am not 
prepared to say absolutely. Evidently the system in Argentine is somewhat like that carried on 
at landra. I can give figures comparing the exports from Argentine to London with those from 
Australasia, embracing the last ten years. It appears to me that the Argentine people are really 

. o'11* only rivals. In the year 1887, Argentine and Australasia, in their export of wheat to London, were
equal; that is to say, Argentine exported just over 1,000,000 cwt., and Australia exported 1,300,000 cwt. 
The position of affairs was not much altered in 1891. Argentine in 1891 exported 2,500,000 cwt. to Great 
Britain, and Australasia exjjorted just over 2,000,000 cwt. Since 1891, however, there has been a great 
change. Argentine exported to Great Britain in 1894 over 13,000,000 cwt., and in 1S95 over 11,000,000 
cwt. In other words, while the export from Argentine increased from 1887 to 1895 twelve times, the 
export from Australasia in the same period increased only three times. I have the figures here showing 
the wheat production in Argentine for ten years, I have already given the export to fhe United Kingdom. 
The production in 1887 wras a little over 18,000,000 bushels; in 1888 it was a little over 12,000,000 
bushels; in 1889 it was 24,000,000 bushels ; in 1890, 32,000,000 bushels; in 1891, 36,000,000 bushels; 
in 1892, 59,000,000 bushels; in 1893, 83,000,000 bushels ; in 1894, 60,000,000 bushels; in 1895, 
46,000,000 bushels; and in 1896, 33,000,000 bushels. These figures are from a statement in the British 
official reports. -
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■ Railway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah.

APPENDIX.

A;
[To Evidence of Stanley Alexander^]

Retort ok Protored Railways for Rtyerina.

gir, Railway Construction Branch, Sydney, 22 September, 1807.
'With reference to my report on the proposed railway from Hanging Rock to Urana, dated 80 March, 1891, I 

beg permission to point to certain statements made in it regarding the country lying between Urana and Green a Gunyah.
' In paragraph 10, page 19, as to the bulk of the settlement lying under 25 miles from the main line of railway, J 

point out that three (3) parishes—Finley, Ross, and Urangeline, held lint ten settlements between them, the latter pariah
only one. , i tt i

On page 19, in paragraphs 11 and 5, 1 was incorrect in stating that the whole extent of country between Urana ana 
Green’s Gunyah will be unproductive of revenue. From Green's Gunyah, going westward as far as Brookong, the quality 
of the land ia found to deteriorate, gradually merging into "plains!l country, which is not suited for agriculture ; but of 
this extent there is in tho aggregate a large proportion of good land which will be cultivated.

Aa to the quality of the country generally, 1 would point to the closing sentences of paragraph 4, I art V, page 17, 
in which a very high opinion is expressed in its favour.

■ I have, &c.,
The Chairman, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. STAR LEY ALEXANDER.

B.
[To Evidence of Nicholas Colston Lockyer?\

Conveyance of New South Wales Wheat through Victoria.

Dear Sir, Customs Department, 23 September, 1897.
1 send you herewith the reply of the Acting Secretary for Trade and Customs, Melbourne, to my inquiry 

respecting the importation under bond of Riverina wheat into Victoria for export. Tt will be seen that there has been no 
variation recently in the ordinary Customs practice in the matter referred to. _

' Yours, &c., _
The Secretary, Public Works Committee. kT- C. LOCKYER.

Victorian Customs practice with rcytml to Jliverma wheat.

Telegram dated 22 September, 1897, from Collect,or of Customs, Sydney, to the Secretary for Trade and Customs,
Melbourne.

" Evidence given yesterday before Public Works Committee, that yon have discontinued the pinetice of permitting 
Riverina wheat to be conveyed under bond through your territory to port of shipment for export. Kindly advise me by 
wire if that is the case, or if any alteration has been made in the usual and recognised practice?”

Reply dated 23 September, 1897, by the Acting Secretary for Trade and Customs, Melbourne.
“ Riverina ■wheat still allowed under bond for export. No alteration.'

N. C. LOCKYER,
Collector of Customs.Customs Department, 2310(97.
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SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

BAILWAY FROM THE ROCK TO GREEN’S GUNYAH.

REPORT.

The Sectional Committee, appointed on the 7th October, 1897, to inspect and take 
evidence and report on the proposed Railway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah, 
have the honor to report to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public 
Works:— •

The Sectional Committee, consisting of T. T, Ewing Esq. (Chairman), the 
Hon. C. J. Roberts, C.M.G,, M.L.C., and George Black, Esq., M.P., accompanied 
by Mr. Surveyor Jamieson, of the Railway Construction Branch, left Sydney at 
9 p.m. on 8th inst., and, after taking evidence at Cootamundra on another proposal, 
arrived at The Rock on the 12th October; thence they proceeded to inspect the 
route of the proposed line. Arrived by coach at Milbrulong, about half way 
between the Rock and Green’s Gunyah, they were there met by a large body of 
settlers, who intimated their desire to give evidence in favour of the project. The 
Committee arrived at Green’s Gunyah about 6 o’clock p.m.

On the following day they examined a large number of witnesses, who strongly 
advocated the construction of the railway under consideration. A close inspection 
was made of the surrounding country, and on the 14th inst. a visit was paid to 
the Galore district. The Committee then drove to Brookong, where they took 
evidence from the manager and others. Arrived on the 15th inst. by coach at 
Tirana, where a number of local residents gave evidence strongly in favour of the 
extension of the railway to that place. Thence the Sectional Committee proceeded 
to Coonong, and took the train to Coolamon on the following day.

Land Afpected by the Proposed Construction of a Line of Railway from
The Rock to Green’s Gunyah.

The tract of country through which it is proposed to construct a railway line 
from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah is influenced on the east by the Great 
Southern trunk line, on the north by the line from Junee to Hay (although in this 
direction the absence of means for crossing the Murrumbidgee and the distance from 
this railway minimises its influence), on the west by the line from Narrandera to 
Jerilderic, on the south by the line from Culcairn to Corowa, and by the Victorian 
system of railways beyond the Murray.

The boundaries of the area principally affected, commence at a point about 
6 miles north of Galore, and is hounded on the north-east by a line running south
east 24 miles and a little to the north of the road from Narrandera to Bulienbong, 
to a point about 2 miles beyond Bulienbong; thence on the south-east by a line 
hearing south-west about 24 miles to a point within 3 miles of Urangeline Creek; 
and thence on the south-west by a line hearing north-west about 24 miles, and 
following generally parallel with the Urangeline Creek for some 16 miles; thence on 
the north-west by a line hearing north-east about 24 miles to the point first mentioned.

It was necessary to define the influence of the various possibilities of transit, 
in order that the proposed line between The Rock and Green’s Gunyah should not 
he credited with trade which would not legitimately belong to it.
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From the centre, at Green’s Gunyah, this limit extends about 12 miles in all 
directions. Over this area, tlie special rate proposed by the Railway Commissioners 
would attract produce to the line, the proposed charge being a considerable 
reduction upon the present cost of road carriage.

To the east of the area already described, and extending to a point within 
6 miles of The Rock, bearing north-west to Bulienbong and south-west to the south
eastern corner of the area of special influence, traffic will be obtained, but not at so 
high a rate. ‘

The limits of the -area of special influence, which embraces about 370,000 
acres (of which about 300,000 may be classed as land suitable for the growth of 
cereals, 70,000 being plain country, most of which will probably continue to be used 
for pastoral purposes), is shown by red tint upon the tracing herewith—that 
incidentally affected is shown by red hatching, and embraces an area of about 40,000 
acres.

Description op the Country.

The timbered country in this district is well adapted for the production of 
c.weals—the plains and low-lying lands being locally regarded as purely pastoral areas.

The limits of the timbered lands may be located about 10 miles east from 
Coonong; thence in a northerly direction and turning west towards Cuddell and 
the line from Narrandera to Jerilderic; thence turning east along the road from 
Narrandera to Wagga Wagga to its interseefion with the Bulienbong Road, and 
from this point following that road down somewhat north therefrom towards 
Bulienbong. The eastern, western, and northern limits of the affected area are 
almost wholly timbered lands. To the south-w'est and south lie those intrusions of 
plain country already referred to. On the sketch tho edge of tho timbered country 
is shown by yellow edging, and the limits of tbe plain country by firm blue lines.

Production op Country and trend op Trappic.
The products of the district are principally stock, wheat, and wool. Within 

fbe limits specified to the north, south, and west, much of the traffic now passes close 
to Green’s Gunyah en route to The Rock. The road freight from Green’s Gunyah 
may he stated at from £)s. to 10s. per ton. To tbe nortli-west a small portion of the 
traffic reaches Narrandera; on the north-east the trend of traffic is by the Bullen- 
bong Road to The Rock. Prom the east by road direct to The Rock. Prom the 
south-east, a portion of the produce finds its way to Yerong railway station, paying 
about Gd. per ton per mile for the various distances of road carriage.

As the lowest road-carriage quoted from Green’s Gunyah to The Rock is 9s. 
per ton, all produce from the described district, of which the former is the centre, 
attracted by a saving of 4s. per ton, will use this railway. Within 12 miles of Tho 
Rock a 5s. rate would probably prevent the use of the proposed railway, except when 
roads are bad, for at this point road carriage and the special railway rate arc equal 
in amount; but if a rate of, say, 2s. 6d. per ton were thence charged, remunerative 
traffic possibly could be obtained to within G miles of The Rock.

The competition of the Yerong route miglit also he felt to the south-east; but 
tbe Sectional Committee are satisfied that within the limits laid down the traffic will 
he secured, unless in some special cases.

The Brookong wool can now reach Melbourne at a cost of £3 per ton; 
£2 of this amount is charged for road carriage, the Victorian Railways carrying from 
Wahgunyah, a distance of 174 miles, for £1 per ton. Road carriage from Brookong 
to Green’s Gunyah may be stated at Ss. per ton, and the special freight for wool 
from that place to The Rock is quoted at 10s. Now, The Rock is 59 miles from 
Albury ; therefore, if the wool wTere going to Melbourne via The Rock, the cost 
would be 8s., plus 10s., plus railway freight over the New South Wales railways 
for 59 miles ; whereas, road freight is £2 to Corowa. Obviously, if the New South 
Wales railway authorities were willing to carry this w'ool to the Victorian border, 
they need not fear road competition.

Tbe
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The Mahonga wool, which is all shorn at Urangeline Station, now pays 
about 35s. to reach the Victorian system, via Corowa; the road carriage to Green’s 
Gunyah would be about 16s. per ton, and if the wool were taken thence to Melbourne 
the cost would be 16s., plus 10s., plus 59 miles of railway carriage. Therefore, the 
Kail way Commissioners would be required to carry 59 miles to the border for 9s. 
to secure this wool, unless they chose to equalise the rate throughout by a reduction 
of the special rate on the proposed line ; but, at the figures quoted, the wool might 
be carried to Albury, 83 miles, at a cost of 19s., equal, with road carriage added, 
to team charges from Urangeline to Corowa.

The cost from Wagunyah and Wodonga to Melbourne being estimated at 
similar rates, it appears certain that, if the wool from Brookong and Mahonga were 
despatched to Melbourne, the Kailway Commissioners could afford to deliver it at 
Albury cheaper than it could be delivered at Corowa; it is also probable that a 
through rate could be quoted sufficiently low to cause Sydney to be the port of 
shipment.

Benefit of Cheap Caebiage to Agricttittteal Lands.
Taking Green’s Gunyah as a centre, the saving of freight even at the high 

rate quoted W'ould be 4s. to 5s. per ton. Three acres of wheat will give about a ton 
of freight; therefore, the saving by railway carriage is equal to a rental of Is. 8d. 
per acre, or £52 10s. per annum, upon 600 acres of wheat.

The rental charged to the homes!ead lessees is about 4^d. per acre, and it is 
anticipated that some 30,000 acres of Crown land, within the specified area, will in 
the near future be thrown open for settlement. If those lands be benefited even Is. 
per acre per annum by the construction of the railway, the State might rightfully 
charge it to those leasing these lands. The rental would still be regarded locally as 
far below a fair charge.

If the proposed railway be considered as a means of developing tbe 
country, and not merely as Ibc carrier of the produce already available, although the 
State might not be prepared to permit the increased annual rental to augment the 
yearly return from the railway, or (o capitalize it, and ■write down the cost of the 
lino, still the benefit to Crown lands, and tbe effect this line will have in increasing 
the revenues of the Lands Department, must he regarded as an important item.

Large areas of land, held for pastoral purposes, are now being devoted to 
agriculture. The net return from pastoral land is estimated locally as from 3s. to 
4s. per acre, and that from wheat lands at 15s., and there is little doubt that such 
stations as Brookong will put large portions of their holdings to the most profitable 
use. The manager of that station estimates that their area under wheat will he
10.000 acres in the near future.

Agriculture in the vicinity of Green’s Gunyah is rapidly increasing. Much 
of the land is well farmed, and although its extent is being steadily extended, as in 
most other districts, the area under crop has been largely circumscribed by the recent 
drought.

The area affected by tbe railway has already been estimated at about
300.000 acres of agricultural land; the area under crop is now about 20,000 acres— 
that is, about 1 acre out of 15. The possibilities of increase are so great that the 
Committee have no doubt that the figures from which the now possible freight might 
be calculated furnish no true index of the volume of products probable on the 
increased settlement certain to follow railway construction.

Agricultural development is dependent on the availability of suitable men, 
and the Sectional Committee has no hesitation in stating that farmers equal to the 
cultivation of much greater areas of land are awaiting the opportunities here 
presented.

The high price of wheat has had a great effect in stimulating the growth 
of cereals. This price is not likely to be continuously maintained, and the wheat 
farmer, in a country with a rainfall of under 20 inches, is sure to have bad seasons; but 
there can be little doubt of the suitability of the conditions around Green’s Gunyah, 
nor that the industry is on a solid basis.

Although
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. Although cost of freight is a vital matter to the agriculturist, still the 
question of expedition and certainty are also of great importance. With a railway tho 
farmer can place his produce on the market when he sees fit, and within a definite- 
period ; long road carriage, by team, frequently loses him the benefits of a rising 
market, and otherwise places him at a disadvantage for satisfactory trading.

Financial aspect of the Line.
The stock estimate of the Railway Commissioners appears to be fairly 

accurate.

The wool return has, in the opinion of the Sectional Committee, been under
estimated. A very reasonable forecast of the traffic from that source is £500.

The estimate by the Railway Commissioners of the quantity of wheat 
traffic, at one ton to 3 acres, is 4,000 tons, and, therefore, 12,000 acres of cultivated 
land, or an area of somewhat less than 4-| miles square, would furnish this amount. 
Not only is tbe Railway Commissioners’ estimate much under the return of last 
year’s harvest, hut it has been given without a full consideration of the yearly 
increase in the area of land under crop.

_ I11 many parts of the district clearing and preparations for cultivation are
being extended, and the year and a half which have elapsed since the visit of the 
officer of the Railway Commissioners may explain much of the discrepancy.

4 A very moderate yield in a fair season will he 9,000 tons, which will return to 
the railway £2,250. Therefore, the estimate furnished to the Commissioners is less 
than half of what we believe to be probable in the near future.

^ Tbe line, therefore, instead of making a loss of £1,127 per annum, with a 
fair season, would probably show a surplus soon after conslruction. In addition, 
the enhanced value of Crown lands must he considered.

Proposal to levy a Special Land Tax on the area benefited by the
Railway.

It was proposed to divide the land proposed to be benefited by this rail
way into three parallel zones of 5 miles each; the first extending that distance on 
either side of the railway, the second from this limit to a distance of 10 miles, and 
the boundaries of the third zone terminating 15 miles from the railway.

Within the first zone it was proposed to levy a special tax of one penny per 
acre; within the second zone one half-penny per acre, and within the third zone 
one farthing per acre. It was proposed to devote this tax to the liquidation of the 
anticipated loss upon the line.

This proposal is not viewed favourably locally, on the ground, that it can 
only be levied with the consent of the landholders, unless special legislation be 
provided to deal with it. In the absence of this legislation, many will refuse to pay 
the tax, and it will he borne by a section only of the landholders, and thus will not 
be uniform^ The residents regard a special rate for services rendered as being more 
equitable, since all those using the railway will contribute to the cost, and point out 
that the charge of 5s. will he twice that paid on the Berrigan line, which is much 
greater than the ordinary grain freight rate; the residents contend, that before the 
railway is completed, the district will have sufficiently developed to place the 
railway on a paying basis, and that the potentialities of tire locality place the 
question of a sufficient volume of traffic to justify tho construction of the railway 
beyond ^ doubt. In general principles the Sectional Committee agree with these 
contentions.

Comparison with the Berrigan District.

It may not be out of place to institutoa comparison with the Berrigan district. 
The Committee is of opinion that the district round Green’s Gunyah is quite as 
favourably situated for the production of cereals as that around Berrigan, and that the 
settlement will very shortly be as satisfactory as was that at Berrigan when the line 
was recommended by the Committee. The cost and annual expenses, allowing for

the
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the extra length of the Green's Gunyah line, are approximately equal. Notwith
standing the fact that the failure of the South Australian crop diverted a great 
portion of the Berrigan- wheat from the Bcrrigan-Jerilderie line, this railway will 
complete its first year with a very small loss. But for this diversion there would 
have fieen a surplus.

The Sectional Committee have little doubt, after fully comparing the two 
districts, that, if the Crown lands be thrown open, in its first year the Green’s 
Gunyah to The Bock line will furnish a satisfactory result. The increase in the 
rentals from the Crown lands will more than compensate for temporary loss—if any.

The Sectional Committee, for the reasons above stated, recommend the con
struction of this line.

THOS. EWING,
Chairman.

26th October, 1897.

292 0)—£
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PAKLIAMENTAllY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC AVOKKS.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE.

RAILWAY FROM THE ROCK TO GREEN’S GUNYAH.

[TAKEIT BEFORE THE SE0TI03ST^.L COMMITTEE.!

WHDITIISDAT, 13 OCTOBER, 1S97.

[The Sectional Committee met at the Hotel, Green's Gvnyah, at 11

JPusmt:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, Esq. (CjiAmifAs).

Tho Hon. Ciiahles James IIoiitoits, C.M.G. | Geoh&e Elack, Esq.

Tho Sectional Committee proceeded to coiiBider the expediency of constructing a lino of Hail way from
The Kock to Green’s Gunyah.

Walter Day, farmer, Green’s Gunyah, sworn, and examined:—
]. CTeimm.] How long have you been resident in the district ? Eighteen years. _ _
2. IVhere is your present holding? Three miles from Green’s Gunyah, in a north-westerly direction.
3. What area have you? 1,037 acres.
4. What statement have you to make ? Statistics have been prepared for the information of the Public
■Works Committee, showing the number of landholders on the route, the areas of the holdings, the areas 
under cultivation, and the population within a radius of 15 miles of Green’s Gunyah. The number of 
landholders is 124 ; tho total area of the holdings is 300,6-14 acres ; the area under cultivation is 20,984 
acres ; the population is 914; tho area of Crown lands to be thrown open for settlement during the next 
few months adjacent to the proposed railway is about 29,000 acres. That is not all within the 15-mile 
radius; some of it is a little beyond it. _ _ _ ,
5. Where is the Crown land that is to be thrown open P In the parishes of Lockhart, Napier, and Clive,
on the Brookong holding. _ .
6. Lockhart being cast from Green's Gunyah, Napier south-east, and Clive nearly south? Yes.
7. Wo will take the Lockhart holding first ? What area of land which will presumably he available is 
there in the parish of Lockhart? I cannot state exactly what area there is, but in my opinion ihere 
will be 6,000 or 7,000 acres in the parish of Lockhart, some of the leasehold area given up by Brookong. 
S. Is it the area shown in white etching on the map? Yes.
9. Situated 7 or 3 miles west of Green’s Gunyah? It commences about 2 miles from here.
10. Is it in three separate blocks ? It is unsurveyed. It adjoins a homestead selection taken up about 
fifteen months ago on the north. The total area is 6,000 or 7,000 acres.
11. What class of land is it? All of it is good. I would point out that some fifteen months ago 9,000 
acres in the parish of Lockhart were thrown open for selection in areas of 480 acres each, and there were 
680 applicants for the twenty blocks.
12. Do you believe that the same thing will happen with regard to these ? Yes.
13. Do you know what rent the holders are paying for the land referred to ? One and a half percent, on
the capital value, which was fixed at 30s. per aero. Eor the first five years I believe it is costing about 
4|d. an acre to bold the land. Alter that the rent is to be doubled, but I will get the Committee more 
definite information with regard to it. _
14. What areas aro there in the parishes of Napier and Clive ? I think there are 4,000 or 5,000 acres in 
the parish of Napier.
15. Is it good land ? Yes.
16. How far is it from Green's Gunyah ? Four or 5 miles.
17. Do the remarks you made with regard to the demand for land apply to that ? Yes,
IS, What about tho parish of Clive? The same remark will apply to that. There are 6,000 or 7,000 
acres there. _ ■
19. How far from Green’s Gunyah ? From 9 to 12 miles. Perhaps one or two portions are a little 
further away on the Urangeline Creek.
20. These areas make up the 29,000 acres to which yon refer? No; there is other land on the Bulienbong 
Creek to be thrown open.
21. How far east of Green's Gunyah? About 14 miles.
22. What is the character of the country ? It is good agricultural land.
23. Do your remarks with reference to the other areas apply to this ? Yes,
24. Does that cover the whole of the 29,000 acres ? Yes.
25. What is the freight for wheat from Green’s Gunyah to The Rock ? About 10s. a ton.
26. Three acres of land, approximately, will give a ton ? Yes.
27. Therefore, the freight from Green’s Gunyah to The Rock on wheat is, roughly, 3s. an acre? Yes.
28. Therefore, ifa railway were built from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah, and you were charged 5s, per ton
for carriage, yon would be saving Is. 6d. an acre ? Yes.

292 (A)—A 29.
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W. Day. 29. Is it your opinion that a railway to Green’s Gunyah would be worth Is. Gd. an acre if 5s. were charged 
for all the produce that would come to Green’s Gunyah as a centre? In my opinion it would he.

3 ct., 1897. 30, And the same also applies to all the produce. Is not that what it is worth to them ? It is. I can 
speak for myself, and I should he quite prepared to pay that. I think that the majority would be.
31. The wheat from Green’s Gunyah has to be got to the railway to be disposed of ;—you cannot get to 
any railway for less than 10s. a ton at present. If you could get there for 5s. by rail, that shows exactly 
the value of the railway to yon ? Yes. ■
32-3. How far west from The lioclc would a carrier be prepared to carry wheat for 5s. a ton ? I do not 
think he would be prepared to cart it more than 10 or 12 miles. The loading is the point;—it is the same 
for 10 or 12 miles as it is for 30 miles.
34i._ Ton think, therefore, that half-way betwoen Green's Gunyah and The Rock would bo the limit within 
which the carriers would carry wheat at the 5s. rate ? Yes.
35. And from Bulienbong and the land south-west from that point? Yes.
3G. Now, direct your attention to the country north of Green’s Gunyah to a point half-way to the Hay 
line ;—what class of country is that ? It is good agricultural land.
37. What class of country is it south-east from Green’s Gunyah ? First-class agricultural land.
38. What class of country is it going south ? Yery good agricultural land going in the direction of 
Brookong. For the first 10 miles it is forest land.
39. Is that good country ? Yes.
40. And beyond that ? Beyond that it is plains for a distance of about 12 miles. Between Brookong 
station and Tirana there is a plain on the main stock route.
41. South from Brookong, what is the country like ? Some of it is plain until you get across the Urangeline 
Creek,
42. What is the country like due west from Green’s Gunyah ? It is forest land for a distance of 7 or 8 
miles.
43. Then you get into the plains? Yes ; it is a narrow strip of plain.
44. From Colombo plain to Narrandera and the Jerilderic line, is that all plain country ? On the west 
side of Colombo plain it continues on to the line. From 7 to 10 miles west from Green’s Gunyah it is 
good laud, and south-west from 9 to 10 miles it is good land, till you get to the Brookong plains ; then the 
country becomes less suitable for agriculture. South from Green’s Gunyah there is good land.
45. These are the boundaries of what you regard as first-class agricultural land ? Yes.
4G. Of which Green’s Gunyah, you believe, will be tlie centre ? Yes.
47. Have you any statistics with regard to cultivation? I collected'the statistics for Mr. Stanley 
Alexander, about five years ago.
48. What was the amount of cultivation then? . Within a 15-mile radius it was about 7,000 acres.
49. ̂ Did you collect any statistics subsequently ? Three years afterwards I collected them, and I 
estimated the cultivation then, roughly, at about 14,000 acres.
50. Have you collected any statistics recently ? Yes. The land under cultivation is, roughly, 21,000 
acres now,
51. Five years ago it was 7,000 acres, three years ago 14,000 acres, and now it is, approximately, 21,000 
acres, without a railway ? Yes; I am sure the increase will go on proportionately.
52. M hat area of wheat land round Green’s Gunyah, in your opinion, would be placed under cultivation 
(say) in three years, if you knew that a railway was going to be made ? I think there would be at least 
40,000 acres placed under cultivation—probably more.
53. Would all these Crown lands be under cultivation in five years ? Yes, most of them; because it is 
probable that they would bo thrown open in small areas, and men on small holdings must put their land 
under cultivation to make a living.
54. Is there any tendency amongst the pastoralists here to break up their holdings ? That is being done, 
Brookong station at present has 4,500 acres held on tlie share system.
55. Are they prepared to extend that? I think so, and other landowners are letting land on the share system.
56. What are tho other holdings ? There are some on Emu Plains.
57. Will wheat pay them better than anything else ? Yes.
58. Then your case is this: that the large landholders who have held their land for pastoral purposes will 
place it under the share system because it pays them best ? Yes ; it will not pay to keep such good land 
for running sheep on.
59. What can they make out of sbeop per acre? About 5s. In some seasons more.
GO. What would you make out of wheat under fair circumstances? During the last two seasons, at 
present prices, people have made as much as £3 net, in some cases more. I think you could make a net 
profit of £1 an acre after paying expenses.
61. Yon have taken as a basis wheat at4s. ? Yes; during the last two years we have had that price.
62. You might make a statement as to theicost of the production of grain, including clearing, ploughing, 
seed, and cost of carriage. You want to make it for the first year, and subsequent years ; the heaviest 
work being in the first year ? Of course it depends upon what amount of timber is on tbe land. This 
forest land at Brookong, which 1ms been rung for a number of years, can be cleared and made fit for the 
plough at a cost of 7s. or 8s. an acre.
63. What does it cost for breaking up ? I think about £1 an acre, altogether.
64. For £1 an acre, in ordinary ringbarked country, could you put in wheat ? Yes.
65. Mr. Blac7c.~\ Would you add the cost of clearing to the cost of production for the first year, or dis
tribute it as a capital charge ? I would distribute it; because if I clear land this year, that is done for all 
time.
66. When you said it wrould cost £1 an acre to put in wheat, did you include the 7s. an acre in that ? Yes.
67. That cannot be correct? Seven shillings for clearing, and about 8s, for ploughing.
68. You admit that it is not fair to charge the whole of the expense of clearing to tlie first year, because 
you reap the benefit of that in after years ? Quite so.
69. How many years do you think yon can crop the land successively without letting it Ho fallow ? From 
three to five years. We could crop it four years in succession ; then wo have to fallow it for a time.
70. Chairman.'] The cost is £1, hut of that part belongs to subsequent years ; say, Is. per year ? Yes.
71. What will the land return? With proper cultivation jl think wo could safely say 15 bushels to
the acre. .

72.
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72. Therefore, the profits are exactly what you get per bushel for the wheat, less the £1, plus the carriage ?

73. With regard to other produce that would come to tho railway, what wool would there be ? I 13 0et->1897' 
estimate that there would bo about 1,000 tons. One station alone has 450 tons—that is, Brookong.
Then I think there would be more than double that from the small holders in the district.
74. You believe that Brookong would furnish 3,000 hales, and the small holders in the district would
furnish the same ? Yes. _
75. Then you have tallow and sheepskins? Yes; there would bo tallow and sheepskins ; and fat stock 
would he a large item on this line.
76. Where would the fat stock be going to ? To Sydney.
77. But where does the fat stock go to now? To Sydney and Albury. They are trucked at The Keck.
78. Do they wralk to Tho Book ? Yes.
79. What number of stock go to The Bock annually? I should say 30,000 sheep.
SO, Any cattle ? X do not think there would he many cattle.
81, Then as regards return freight, you have no special item to refer to except station supplies? Yes,
and farm implements. _
82. Is that your whole case, or do yon desire to place anything else before us ? I have made out a little 
statement, which is as follows :—

We have been advocating the construction of this line for about ten years. I have been secretary of the Railway 
League during that time, and have given the matter a deal of consideration.

The reasons for asking for the construction of the line are as follows :—
1st. That it will serve one of tho finest tracts of agricultural land in tlie Colony, on which there is already settled a largo 

farming population.
2nd, Within tho next few months there wilt hoover 20,000 acres of splendid agricultural land thrown open in small 

holdings which the proposed railway will pass through. Other Crown lands that will be served by this line will bo 
opened for selection at a futum period.

3rd. Within 15 miles of Green’s Gunyah there is already over 20,000 acres under crop, which wilt ho greatly increased 
if the line is built. Tt is reasonable to expect that on the opening of the line there would he fully 100,000 hags of 
wheat grown annually within 15 miles radius of Green’s Gunyah ; this would put over 10,000 tons on the railway.
1 estimate that there would be about 1,000 tons of wool carried on the line ; about the same quantity of goods.
There would also ho a largo traffic in fat stock, and with passenger tralfiC and mads the line ought to pay almost 
from the start. The people served by the line would no doubt lie agreeable to pay a higher rate than on the main 
lines. A large percentage of tho holdings in the district range from 320 to 640 acres. The people on these smell 
holdings must cultivate their laud to make a living. With proper cultivation the land here will yield an average 
of 14 to 16 bushels to the acre. The rainfall can he depended on and is sufficient for wheat-growing, averaging 
about 18 to 2(1 inches annually. There will be no difficulty about land resumption, as the line passes through 
Grown lands the whole way to Green’s Gunyah Be, eridcnce given in Sydney, have made reports on official 
evidence given in Sydney in the daily press. One officer stated he did not think the line would pay ; I would 
point nut, that it is now four or five years since that officer visited the district. The areas placed under crop have 
been nearly trebled since then, and there has also been a large increase in the population, I trust, Mr. Chairman 
and gentlemen, that from the evidence that we will place before you, and the statistics of the district, and from 
your own observations of the district, that you will he convinced as to the necessity for constructing this 
railway.

83. Mr. Holerts.] Are you aware of any suggestion having been made by a resident of this district for 
the establishment of a guarantee fund to induce the Government to make this line ? Yes ; I was ono 
who signed the guarantee some six years ago. _
81. Was not fhe suggested charge Id. an acre within a distance of 5 miles of each side of the line, |d. an 
aero within a further distance of 5 miles, and yd. an acre within a radius of 15 miles? Yes; it was 
signed by landowners representing about 70,000 acres at that time, Wc thought then it might he 
necessary to guarantee that there should be no loss on the line on account of there not then being alarge 
area under crop ; but uc do not think that that would be necessary now.
85. Can you recollect how many gentlemen signed that document ? 1 do not remember. I think the
area represented was about 70,000 acres, and they were mostly small holdings. The document was not 
signed by tho large holders.
8G. Did six people sign it? Yes, more.
87. More than a dor.en ? 1 think so.
88. Haveyou a copy of it? No.
89. Have anv of those gentlemen withdrawn their names since they signed the document,, or are they 
still willing to become guarantees for the line? I have heard that ono who signed has withdrawn—Mr.
Howard.
DO. What area of land does he represent ? About 2,000 acres.
91. Is the Committee to understand that the remaining landowners would bo willing to make tho
guarantee to which I have referred? I am quite willing to abide by what I signed then, and I think tho 
others will do the same, _ _
92. Has not the question lately been discussed amongst the interested parties—those who sent the 
guarantee? Very little has been said about it.
93. Yon are unable to say more than that you yourself are still willing to stand by the guarantee ? 1 can 
only speak for myself; but I am sure all the others would stand by it, but we do not consider that tho 
guarantee is required now.
94. You wish to withdraw? No ; I do not wish to withdraw from it.
95. Over what portion of the line did these landowners live;—did they represent tho whole distance from 
The Bock to Green’s Gunyah ? No ; I think most of them were living near to Green’s Gunyah.
96. Is it true, that in addition to offering this guarantee with regard to the revenue of the line, the people 
of this district offered to pay double rates for the carriage of grain? That statement was made to the 
Bailway Commissioners some time ago that they would be prepared to pay a special rate.
97. Are you aware what that special rate would be ? I think it is about Cs. a ton.
98. Are you aware that for a similar distance—namely, from Jerilderie to Berrigan,—wheat is carried for 
2s. 6d. a ton ? I was aware that there was a special rate, but I did not know exactly what it was.
99. Arc yon and your neighbours still willing to pay this double rate of 5s. a ton if tho railway is con
structed ? That statement was made, by some of tho residents in the route, but not by all. There was 
nothing signed, but i think the people would bo quite willing to pay a special rate if the lino wore made, 
because they arc paying 10s. a ton to get the wheat carted from here to The Bock. If they could save 5s. 
they would be satisfied. 100.

t
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W. Day. 100. Do you not think that you would approach the ^Railway Commissioners very soon after the line was 
constructed, and ask to be put on the same footing as other portions of the Colony;—would it not appear 

13 Oct., 1897. a hardship to you to pay 5s. a ton for 25 miles when the people around Berrigan are paying only 2s. 6'd.
for the same distance? It would; but if we could save so much per ton it would pay us to pay the 
special rate. ... . .
101. If you have to pay 5s. per ton, and provide a guarantee fund in addition, what better position would
you be in than you aro in at present;—can you not get grain carried from here to The Rock for os. 
a ton? No; I have paid 10s., 12s., and 13s. per ton. I have never had any carried for less than 10s. 
per ton. .
102. Ten shillings you regard as the ruling rata ? Yes. _
103. How far distant, coming towards Green’s G unyah from The Rock, would the farmer use the railway 
for the carriage of wheat ? If there was a station 10 miles from here they would go there.
101. Ig it not a fair thing to assume that for a distance of 10 miles from The Rock, all produce would go 
straight to The Rock by dray ? Yes.
105. Therefore, there are only 15 miles of country which you can look to for revenue for the proposed 
railway ? If there was a station at Bullengong Creek no doubt there would be a certain amount of 
produce put on there.
106. But it would not pay them to pay os, a ton ? No, not so uear The Rock.
107. But the Goods Superintendent reckons that 5s. a ton would he the charge for any grain put on the
railway between here and The Rock? I could not say that people would pay it within a few miles of 
The Rock. , ,
108. Close to this line they might pay it, because they could easily put their stuff on the railway, and it 
would not pay the teams to load it and cart it for 5s, a ton.
100. Would there be any land resumed at all between The Rock and Green’s Gunyah ? There is a 5-chaiu 
reserve for about 18 miles. Then you come on the exchange land, and there are Crown lands for 18 miles 
pist into Green’s Gunyah. _
110. There would he no compensation for the resumptions required? Not that I am aware of. _
111. I notice that Mr. Harper estimated that the quantity of grain would he 4,000 tons, but you estimate 
that it would he between 10,000 and 11,000 tons? Yes ; I think that was about the estimate.
112. How have you located your wheat areas ? I have located the whole of it from a point about half
way to The Rock. All east from that I have taken no credit whatever for. Within that area of 20,000 
acres there ought to be a return of 8,000 tons of wheat.
113. You have no doubt about those figures ? No ; I collected them myself.
114. Does that estimate of the produce of tho land half-way between here and The Rock include 
Mr. Breslin’s property ? No.
115. Is Mr. Breslin's place not exactly half-way ? About half-way.
116. You gave an estimate of the amount of wheat that you think will be produced between Breslin’s

■ place and Green’s Gunyah ? Yes. _ _
117. You think that about 8,000 tons of grain will be carried by the railway;—do you arrive at that con
clusion from your knowledge of what the land is producing at present, or are you assuming a possible 
increase if the railway is made ? I think that the 20,000 odd acres under cultivation at present will be 
increased by new settlement, and the larger holders lotting laud on the share system, and that, by the 
time the line is made, there will he a much larger area under cultivation.
118. Is there much demand for land iu this district? Yes; there is a great demand for land for
settlement. . . .
110. And you think that the 20,000 acres which are to be thrown open for settlement within the next few 
months will he rapidly taken up? There will he a great rush for it. There will be at least fifty applicants 
for every block. _
120. Where will they come from ? From all parts of Victoria and the other colonies.
121. Do you often hear people express a desire to come into this district ? Yres. _ _
122. Could they get land here cheaper than in Victoria ? Yes, much cheaper. In Victoria for good 
agricultural land they have to pay a higher rent than they pay here.
123. Would this 29,000 acres betaken up by small holders? Undoubtedly; there is such a great 
demand for land in this district, and it is such good land, that the District Surveyor lias thought it desir
able to cut it up into small areas.
124. Do you know the Berrigan district ? 1 was through that district some years ago.
125. Can you point to any marked increase in the population since that Berrigan line was made? I 
cannot say.
126. How far is the Urangeline Creek from here ? About 15 miles in a southerly direction.
127. Are they sending thoir produce from Urangeline Creek fo Yerong Creek ? Yes.
128. Haveyou included that in your estimate of traffic? Yes. We have landowners to the north of

■ Urangeline Creek. .It is about 30 miles from there to Yerong Creek. Their produce would be sure to
come here if we bad a railway, _
129. Have you made any estimate of the number of trucks of live-stock that will be carried ? I have 
stated that I think there would be about 30,000 fat sheep trucked on this line.
130. How many sheep are carried in a truck ? About 100.
131. If the Government estimate is about 400 trucks of live-stock,—you think that would be a fair 
estimate ? Yes.
132. Now we come to the matter of wool;—Mr. Harper’s estimate is 800 tons, at 10s. a ton. You 
estimate that there will be 1,000 tons ? Yes. Perhaps Mr. Harper has not included the wool from 
Boree Creek station, which would come here._
133. How far is Boree Creek from here ? About 12 miles north-west. They aro carting their wool to 
The Rock now, and that is over 30 miles.
134. What does it cost them to take it to The Rock at present? About 25s. a ton.
.135, What would it cost to bring it to Green’s Gunyah ? Five or 7s. a ton.
136. Did you include that in your estimate ? I did not include Boree Creek wool in my estimate.
137. Did you include the Brookong wool ? Yes.
138. Does not the Brookong wool at present go to Victoria ? Y.es, it goes to Victoria, hut you would 
hardly think they would cart wool 70 miles if they had a railway within 9 or 10 miles.

139.
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139. Are no! special inducements held out to the Brookong people to send their wool to Melbourne? I 'W- Be
think so.
14.0. Is it not likely that the rebate will, if necessary, be increased; and is it not almost impossible to 13 Oct., 1897. 
make sure of getting tho Brookong wool ? It is possible.
141. Of course, the Brookong wool must he a large factor in your estimate? Yes. I have no written 
authority to say that the Brookong wool would come by this line; but if there is a railway within 10 miles 
you would hardly think that they would cart the wool 70 miles.
142. It would depend upon which would be tbe cheaper route ? It costs more than £2 a ton to send wool 
by team to Corowa.
143. You have assumed that the railway would get the Brookong clip? Yes. Formerly it went to The 
Bock and via Sydney, and I think if we had this railway it is almost certain that it would again he sent 
that way.
144. Have you been told so on any reliable authority ? Yes; I have a statement, but which was not given 
in writing. Mr. bfutting said wc are not going to send our wool 70 miles if we had a railway within 
10 miles,
145. No figures were gone into as to what it could be taken into Victoria for or down to Sydney ? No.
14G. You say that five years ago there were 7,000 acres under cultivation in this district, three years ago 
there were 14,000 acres, and at the present about 21,000 acres ? Yes ; about that.
147. To what do you attribute that rapid increase of the area under cultivation ? To increased settlement, 
laud being thrown open during the last fivo years, and to tho Brookong people letting land on the share 
system.
148. Was there a difficulty in obtaining land until the last few years ? It was known that tho land would 
produce wheat some years ago, and tho demand brought the people there.
149. As land was obtainable people were anxious to settle upon it ? Yes; if there was ten times as much 
laud available it would all ho taken up.
150. And you think that if tho proposed railway were made there would very soon be 40,000 acres of laud 
hero under cultivation ? Yes.
151. "Within what period ? Say, within three years.
152. Are the people unanimously in favour of paying this 5s. a ton for carriage, or is there alarge majority 
who are willing to pay this double rate ? Some have expressed themselves willing, and others are not 
quite so favourable.
153. Was it put into writing before the Railway Commissioners? No ; the Railway Commissioners only 
stayed an hour, and it was simply a statement made to them.
154. How many were present ? About as many as are iu this room to-day.
155. And they were unanimous ? Some did not make any remark. The statement was made, and there 
was no contradiction,
156. Mr. JBIaek.] When do you get your best rains ? Just at the proper season of the year for wheat
growing—in March and April, the sowing-time, and in winter and in spring.
157. You liare given figures with regard to population and area; haveyou any idea of the number of 
sheep on the laud -within the area that you have described ? I should say there are about half a million 
sheep. At Brookong there are over 200,000 sheep ; then there are tho shoe]) of ail tlie small holders.
158. How many acres docs it take to keep a sheep ? Improved land will carry a sheep to the acre in all 
seasons. The land of many of the small holders is carrying one and a quarter and ono and a half sheep 
to tho acre.
159. In seasons of heavy rain does the water lie on the land at all ? Yes, in small patches ; but nearly 
all the land is sufficiently dry for cultivation in all seasons.
100, You have no waterlogged, boggy land? A very small area.
161. Can you tell us at what price it pays the farmer in this district to grow wheat ? It pays very well 
at 2s. Od. per bushel—in fact, it can be produced for less than that; it can be produced for 2s. a bushel.
102. Are you sure that the cost of production, which you say is about 14s. an acre, is correct ? That is 
my estimate.
103. Does it include reaping and carting ? The ploughing includes the seed.
104. Docs tho cost of production which you gave the Chairman include reaping and carting? No,
105. If yon got 14 bushels to the acre, and received 2s. 6d. a bushel, that is 35s., and tho cost being 14s., 
you have a return of upwards of £1 an acre ? I said I considered that there would be a net return of £1 
an acre ; tbe return has been much better than that at 4s. a bushel.
106. In ten years, how many years of complete failure will you be likely to have ? I have never known 
a complete failure whilst I have been in tbe district.
107. How many partial failures would you have in ten years ? One year we had a dry spring and tlie 
crop was a bit light. Tho last seasons have been dry, and the crops have been fairly good.
lf>8. Then there is not much foundation for the complaints of those Members who go to Parliament and 
ask for donations of seed-wheat for the farmers ? The people in this district will never ask for that.
109, "Would it pay you to produce wheat at 2s. a bushel ? Yes. “
170. Arc you aware that Mahonga and Brookong stations are owned by Melbourne people ? I under
stood that Brookong was owned by a Scoleh firm.
171. Did you put down tho Mahonga wool in your estimate ? No ; but I put in the Brookong wool.
172. Mr. Roberts was asking about tho guarantee;—would you prefer to enter into that guarantee or to 
pay special rates on the line ? I should prefer to pay special rates.
173. Is it not usual where people have a railway constructed by the G-overnment, and special rates are 
charged, to apply to the Government after a short time to get the rates reduced ? I have heard of it.
174. Do you think the people in this district are different, from people in other districts ? I think that if 
they state that they will pay a special rate they are prepared to do so, and considering the increase in the 
production of grain wo might expect within a year or two that we should not want the special rare long,
175. You think that the traffic will so increase that the railway will be self-supporting ? Yes.
176. Do you think it is likely that largo townships will spring up here ? I think there will be a good 
sized town here, because this place is surrounded by good agricultural laud.
177. What about tho water question ? That can easily be dealt with, because there is a creek here, and 
all they have to do is to make dams.
178. How often does it rain here? Tho last two seasons it has not rained much, but I have seen it
raining for several years in succession. 179,
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W. Day. 179. Where would you dam the water? Tho creek could be dammed at any part.
180. There would be no danger of backing the water up too far, and flooding valuable land ? None 

13 Oct., 1897. lyhatevcr.
181. You think that that would be sufficient for the wants of the inhabitants for some time ? Yes; a 
large dam would be sufficient,
182. If the railway were constructed it would be necessary to have other railway stations on tlie route 
besides the one at the terminus ? Yes.
183. Where does your experience show that the stations should be? According to my experience there 
should he one station here and another D miles further eastward at Milbrulong, then there should be one 
about Bullengong Creek, 9 miles further on.
184 How far on The Bock side of Bullengong Creek will the people take their produce to Bullengong 
station between there and The Bock ? I do not suppose they would cart it more than a couple of miles.
185. They would rather cart it 7 miles to save the freight than bring it 2 miles to Bullengong ? They may 
prefer to bring the produce 3 miles; it depends upon circumstances. If the road is bad they would 
prefer to take the produce 13 miles to the Bullengong station.
186. What is the distance of the nearest part of that 29,000 acres from The Bock ? About 13 miles j that 
is, what is on the Bullengong, but the nearest point of the great bulk of the land would be about 18 miles. 
It would average about 25 miles away.
187. Do you think those people are likely to use the proposed railway who arc 12 miles from The Bock ? 
Yes.
188. How far would they be from the proposed line? They would be about 1 mile more.
189. Then, if there is a station convenient, the}' will use the line ? Yes.
190. Oh-airman.] Is there auy road from the land proposed to be acquired in exchange in tho parish of 
Clyde ? Yes.
191. What sort of country is it to travel over ? Very bad at times. .
192. 1b it low-lying country? Yes; some of it. The traffic from Clyde would be inclined to go to 
Yerong Creek.
193. If there was a railway station at Green’s G-unyah, would the traffic come from that exchanged land 
to Green’s Gunyah instead of going to the main line ? The bulk of it would. That must bo 25 miles 
from Yerong Creek, and this land would lie within 12 miles of Green’s Gunyah.
191. Then the case from Green’s Gunyah, it being tho centre, is this : 12 miles of carriage pays 5s., with 
3s. rate upon tho railway, as against 2-3 miles’ carriage on the main line ? Yes.
195. Noting the fact that a 5s. rate may be charged in the fi rst instance for wheat, will the produce of that 
land, which is likely to be obtained by tlie Crown in exchange, come to Green’s Gunyah rather than to the 
Main Southern line? Most of it will.
196. You say that upon a full consideration of the facts ? Yes.
197. Mr. Uolcrts.] Where do the supplies for the district come from? Drom Wagga Wagga and Sydney.
198. Is there much business done with Melbourne ? A good deal of machinery comes from Melbourne, but 
most of the people deal with Wagga Wagga and Sydney.
.199. If goods he landed cheaper at Green’s Gunyah from Sydney than from Melbourne, from which 
place would they be obtained ? J believo that carriage is much dearer from Albury to The Bock. 1
2U0. You are aware that it is 71 miles further to Sydney than to Melbourne? Tes. Tho people here 
principally get their supplies from Wagga Wagga; some get them from Sydney.
201. Then, of course, there is the cost of trans-shipment where the two lines pin ? Yes.
202. What is the cost of trans-shipment? I do not know.
203. You say that all the machinery comes from Melbourne? Not all of it, but some. There is more 
manufacturing carried on in Melbourne ; people cannot get what they want in Sydney. .
204. I believe that the plough manufactured in Victoria is more in favour than those sold by the Sydney 
merchants ? Yes; and we get strippers from South Australia.

Patrick Bresliu, farmer, Trench Park, sworn, and examined:—
P. Brcslin. 205, Mr. Black."\ How long have you been in the district ? About thirty-five years.

206. How long have you occupied your present holding ? Sixteen years.
13 Oct, 1897. 207. How many acres have you there ? About 2,600 acres. •

208. Have you held that from the beginning ? No,
209. You have added to it? Yes ; my first selection was 1,100 acres.
210. How did you use your land when you first took it up ? Por grazing only.
211. When did you begin cultivating? Very shortly after I came there.
212. I suppose you came there soon after the opening of the railway? Yes.
213. How many acres have you under crop ? About 225 this season.
214. Is that more or less than you had last season ? It is about the same quantity. J was prevented by 
the dry season from putting in more.
215. How many more acres would you have had if the season had been favourable ? 100 acres more.
216. Do you propose to put that under crop next year ? Yes; and to add to it very much ; 1 hope to be 
able to put in about 1,000 acres.
217. That is a big jump ? I intend to do it on the share system.

■ 218. How do you send your products to market? I send it by teams to The Bock.
219. When you employ carriers what docs it cost you per week?' I have paid 9s, a ton sometimes for 
it; I paid 8d. a bag this year.
220. How far are you from The Bock ? Twelve and a half miles.
221. Eightpence a bag is 6s. a ton ? Yes.
222. How do you get your wool away? I always cart my own wool. .
223. What do you reckon that it costs you ? I have paid as high as 12s. a ton.
224. I suppose it is worth 6s. a ton to yon to do it, considering the labour and wear and tear? Yes.
225. If you could get your wheat and wool carried by rail from there from the two stations that a bone-
ficient Providence is going to put down at your door you could afford to pay 3s. a ton ? If the station is 
where it is proposed to be 1 could not use it—it will be too far away. 226.
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226. You would prefer to cart 12-| miles instead of 3 miles ? I could not cart that distance.*
227. When you have wool on the dray you would as soon take it 12 miles aa 3 miles ? No ; I would not;
I would go 3 miles towards The Bock, and put it on tho railway therc-t
228. If there is a station 3 miles from you, and 9 miles from The Bock, would you not use it ? I would.f
229. What have you been able to get off your land per acre ? About 1.4 bushels.
230. Is that a fair estimate P It ia a small estimate.

P. Bresliu, 

13 Oct., 1897.

231. Some land gives a better return when it has been a year or two in use, does it not? It does.
232. How many crops do you think you can get without allowing the land to lie idle for a time ? I am 
not a very good authority on agriculture. I have got a twelfth crop in the ground now.
233. Is that extra good or only fair average land ? It is only fair average of the land that I have.
234. Some of your neighbours talk of going in for dairying; have you any designs in that direction ? No.
235. Is it because you prefer wheat-growing? No. I have not tho requisite facilities for dairying. I 
think that for dairying you ought to have a water-frontage or water supplied by artificial means.
236. Do you agree with Mr, Day’s evidence with regard to the cost of production? Pretty fairly. I 
think he has under-estimated it in some cases.
237. And has he under-estimated your profits as uTell ? I think he has. I keep an account of everything 
that I do. I pay men’s wages, and pay for machinery, and after taking the cost of production, and 
allowing 15 per cent, off the machinery and horses, I realise not less than 30s. an acre.
23S. What do you think the wear and tear of machinery and horses comes to per acre ? I have not 
reckoned it.
239. Would it come to a Is. an acre ? I consider that it would.
240. You have found the rainfall so far satisfactory in regard to wheat-growing? Pairly satisfactory; 
we could do with a little more at times.
241. Have you any other information for the Committee ? Nothing more than to show that there are 
Crown lands adjacent to my place which would be thrown open in the course of time. The Bullengong 
Estate adjoins mine.
242. Do you desire to corroborate Mr. Day’s evidence? Not exactly. I think that he is in error in some 
respects. He has not as good a knowledge of the country as I have. This Bulienbong land which is to 
be exchanged for other land is on my boundary. There are. 3,000 or 4,000 acres of Crown lands that 
will be available in a very short time. Eirst-class agricultural land a mile from the proposed railway line.
243. How many sheep have you ? Generally about 3,000.
244. O hair man.'] What is the return per acre from land devoted to agricultural purposes ? I think that 
I can say without any doubt that it is 25s. an acre.
245. What would a pastoral area give? It will do well if iGgives 4s. Gd. an acre.
246. Therefore, the difference is about £1 ? Yes,
247. What about the position for a station ? Although I am not prepared to urge any special position 
for a railway station, still I may point out that there are Crown lands in tho parish of Tootal, also some 
lands west ol that adjoining the road to Hanning Rock. I do not desire to urge it strongly, hut I believe 
that if the matter were looked into that would be found to he the right position to'suit the people in that 
vicinity.J
248. Mr. Slack.] How about providing water ;~is the ground good for holding water ? Yes; it will hold 
water like a tin bucket.

Charles August Lindner, farmer, Green’s Gunyah, sworn, and examined :—
249. 3fr. Soheris.] How long-have you lived in this district ? I have been hero six months.
250. On what portion of tho proposed line is your property ? The station on the lino for mo would be
Milbrulong. ,
251. How far is that from I1 lie Rock ? Sixteen miles.
252. What is the area of your holding ? 640 acres.
253. What portion of that is under cultivation ? None of it. I got the land too late to put any wheat 
in. I am getting a quantity of land cleared ready to put in wheat for next year.
254. Do you confine your attention to grazing at’present ? Yes.
255. How many sheep have you ? I have a little over 200 at present.
256. How many acres do you intend to sow for next year ? I am getting 150 acres cleared, and I intend 
to put it all under wheat.
257. Will the construction of this line he of any great benefit to you ? Yes.
258. What would be the usual rate of carriage from your holding to The Rock ? I think 7s. Gd. a ton
for wheat. .
259. Did you hear the evidence of Mr. Day ? Yes.
260. Do you endorse all he stated ? Yes,
261. Have you been able to form an estimate as to the amount of wheat that would be carried on this
railway ? No ; but I think the statistics under-estimate the quantity. I know that the crop has increased 
since the statistics were collected. .
262. Is there much cultivation in the neighbourhood of your own property ? Yes ; there is a good deal. 
Most of the settlers only came there last year, and were unable to get much in on account of dry seasons. 
They all got in as much as they could, and most of them are clearing now in order to get more in for 
next year.
263. If you have only been here six months, what opportunity have you had of checking Mr. Day’s figures ? 
I went over to Mr. Day for the purpose. I have lived between 30 and 40 miles away from here for years.

t 264. You are tolerably well acquainted with all the settlers between here and The Rock? Yes;
fairly well. 265.

C. A. Lindner. 

Is'cctASW.

* Noti: (on revision) l eonld not use the stations as suggested—Milbrulong or Bulienbong Creek—Milbrnlong being 
4 miles westerly, and Bulienbong Creek 5 miles easterly from mo ; 1 would prefer to cart direct to Tlie Rock.

+ Xote (on revision):—If a station or platform were within 2 or 3 miles in the direction of The Rock I would use it.
+ Kotb {on revision) :—There is areserve for camping in the parish of Tootal, on portion 78 of 129 acres, and westerly 

from that alnnit 70 acres of Crown Land, in addition to portion 78 adjoining tho railway line. A station or platform on 
either of these portions would he of great advantage to a number of settlers situated about 11 miles westerly from The 
Rock.



1124 4

PARLTAMEXTAUY STAY DIN'; COMMITTEE ON PU13J.IC M OF.KS.

c. a:
Lindner. 265. And you linveafiiir knowledge of 1.1 ie amount of wheat that each individual takes of£ his land eacli 

year? No ; I never went into that.
266. How could you endorse Mr. Day’s figures unless you could check then; by information obtained from 
tbe different landowners ? 1 do not say that I endorse the whole of Mr. Day’s statements. Some of 
them are under-estimates.
267. Are you aware that the estimates put in by Mr. Day are certainly double the amount of those 
prepared by the Goods Superintendent? Yes. ’
268. It would be an important point if you could impress upon tbe Committee that Mr. Day’s estimates 
are correct, and that those of the Goods Superintendent are altogether under the mark ? I think that 
matter can be explained. The statistics of the Goods Superintendent were collected prior 1o those pre
pared by Mr. Day.
269. Do yon know of any landowner in tbe district who would be prepared to swear to Mr. Day’s 
figures ? No.
270. Mr. Black.] Do you know tbe land at Brookong that it is proposed to throw open for settlement? 
Yes; I have been over most of it.
271. We have it in evidence that there are 29,000 acres ; have you beard that the area is greater than
that ? I beard some little time ago that a letter was received from tbe|Under Secretary for Lands, stating 
that the area would be 32,000 acres; but that was prior to tbe recent sitting of the Land Board at 
Wagga Wagga, when the exchanges were dealt with. ■
272. Do you know under what system they propose to throw the land open ? I think under homestead 
selection.
273. Have you formed any opinion as to the best method of inking up land ? I think homestead selection 
is by far the best way.
274. Do you think it prevents land from being taken up for speculative purposes ? Yes.
275. Can you tell by tho improvements whether the land is wanted for settlement, or is taken up to sell ? 
Yes. They are putting on the best of improvements that I have seen on any newly taken up area. They 
are erecting strong fences and good houses, and clearing the land well.
276. Then you think the extension of the homestead selection system to Brookong would offer the best 
guarantee that the railway would prove payable ? I think so.
277. Is there much flooded country here ? There is no flooded country about here.
278. Do you think the people in your neighbourhood would use the railway if they had one ? I think so.
279. They would not continue to cart their produce to The Bock ? I certainly would not; common sense 
would lead me to make use of the railway.
280. How far are you from The Bock ? About 16 miles.
281. What can you afford to pay per ton from there to The Bock? I suppose I should pay what I 
must pay.
282. ]f they pay os. a ton from Green’s Gunyah by railway, ivould it be fair to charge you 4s. ? I daresay
it would be. • "
283. Chairman.] Yon are one of the deputation from the body of men we saw yesterday? Yes.
284. How many men arc there in that locality? The locality is a very large one. From where you saw
the deputation yesterday there is an extent of good country going westerly, southerly, and northerly, 
towards Bulienbong Creek. ,
285. How many men were there where we saw you yesterday ? The residents were not all represented.
286. Is there anything else you desire to mention ? Yes. I was instructed specially to say that a 
railway station should be recommended at the crossing where you met us yesterday.
2S7. How many people would use that station ? An enormous number. There are settlers alongside of 
each other on each side, both north and south.
288. Your statement is that at Millhrulong, where we met you yesterday, there is a considerable area of 
agricultural land; a number of settlers are cultivating it. and they would reach the railway at that 
point? \es.

John Henry Mentz, farmer, Milbrulong, sworn, and examined:—
J. H. Mentz. 289. Chairman.] How far are you from Green’s Gunyah ? 10 miles in the direction of The Bock.

290. Are you on the north or the south side of The Bock ? On the north side.
13 Oct,, 1897. 291. You arc in the district referred to by Mr. Lindner ? Yes,

292. What area have you got ? 32(' acres of leasehold land.
293. How much are you cultivating? I have 150 acres under crop.
294. Do you send any wheat away? Last year I sent away the produce of 100 acres.
295. Where did yon send it to? To The Bock.
296. What did it cost for carriage ? 9s. a ton.
297. How far north are you from The Bock ? The farm is about 18 miles from The Bock.
298. Are there many farmers there ? Yes; a great number.
299. Is the land good to the north and south ? It is splendid land.
300. Where were you before you came here ? Albury.
301. You have no doubt of the success of cereals here ? I am sure of that.
302. Are Mr. Day’s statistics correct as far as you are concerned? I am convinced that they arc correct.
303. Do you see any hope of getting your wheat carried by road cheaper than the rate quoted to us? 
Not unless there is a lot of competition between the carriers.
304. Therefore, whatever the railway does cheaper than 9s. a ton will be that much saving to you ? Yes.
305. Do you want to say anything about the railway station site ? I think the site suggested is the proper 
place for it. I refer to the spot mentioned by Mr. Lindner.
306. You agree with Mr. Lindner with regard to the position of the railway site close to the crossing of
the route? Yes; and I desire to say that I have heard the evidence given to-day, and I agree with it in 
all important respects. I may state the reasons that brought me here. I have great faith in this place. 
I can see that it is a coming place. If the proposed railway did not pay at first, it is bound to pay within 
a couple of years. The quantity of land being taken up by the homestead selection clauses is a guarantee 
for the railway. There is no doubt that the land in the Brookong district is some of the'bcst agricultural 
land in the Biverina country. ’

r John

j
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John Ra-wson, jun., farmer and grazier, sworn, and examined:—
307. Mr. Black.7] Where do you reside ? In the parish of Isapier. J. Kaweon,
308. How many miles from The Rock? About 20 miles, but 1 do not go to The Reck railway station. I iQn- 
go to Yerong Creek, 16 miles from my place.
309. How far would you be from the proposed railway ? About 4-£ miles. Oct,, 1897.
310. You are south of the proposed line ?~ Yes.
311. What is the size of your holding ? 5,800 acres.
312. How much of that is under cultivation this year ? 310 acres.
313. How much had you uuder cultivation last year ? About 180 acres.
314. How much do you expect to have under cultivation next year ? I have no idea at present of 
increasing the area, but I may increase it if we get a railway,
315. You cultivate your own land ? Yes,
316. What do you pay for road carriage to Yerong Creek ? 16s. a ton for wool. I have paid from 7b. Gd. 
to 9s. per ton for wheat. It depends on the competition amongst the carriers.

raiiw^y w^rc constructed, would you cart your wheat 4 miles to the railway, instead of 16 
miles to Xerong Creek? I should go to the railway.
318. What would he your nearest point to the railway? On the boundaries of Urana and Mitchell 
counties, where it intersects The Rock and Green’s Gunyah Road at Milbrulong.
319. Are there many other farmers and graziers around you ? Yes; according to Mr. Hay’s statistics 
the popu ation is 193, cultivation 4,850 acres, and the acreage of the farmers holdings 37,000 acres.
oiO, la all that south of the route ? ; it is north and south.
ooo' 50W Kl^es aouth °f Ihe route would people use the railway ? I think from 10 to 12 miles
322. How far south have you collected your statistics ? About 10 miles. ’ '
323. How far north ? Some other collector went north—I suppose for about 10 miles.
324. Ho you agree with the evidence given by Mr. Hay ? I do in a general way.
325. Are there any points on which you differ from him ? Yes. I promised to pay Id. an acre tax on 
all my land within 5 miles of the railway, but 1 should not like at (he same time to pay a heavier rate for 
the carnage of goods. I should prefer only to pay an additional rate for carriage, and that would touch 
all who have not agreed to pay the additional penny an acre for land within 5 miles of the railway. Some 
landholders did not agree to pay that tax of id. an acre.
326 Suppose that the Brookong people do not use the railway, hut wish to send their wool to Melbourne ?
Unless they pay the guarantee of Id. an acre, that station will not pay its quota towards any loss on the 
railway. Jt is very valuable land at Brookong, and I do not think they would uso it for grazing purposes 

u . 1rll. -They would either dispose of it or let it on shares. Therefore it ivould come under
wheat. 1 believe they have already let large quantities of land on the share system.
32/. 1 suppose you look ou agriculture as being better not only to the men who cultivate tlie land but 
also tor the whole country? Decidedly; cultivation brings population, and that causes traflie of other 
Kinds which benents a railway.
328, Ho you consider that Milbrulong is a place that is entitled to have a station or siding? Yes • 
because all the principal roads of the district converge on that point. There is a large amount of 
settlement there, and there is a great deal of Crown lands.
329 Is there permanent water in the vicinity? No; all this country is waterless country unless it is 
made. Ihere has been no effort made to get artesian water yet.
330. Chnirtnan.'] How far in this district can you carry wool or wheat for 5s. a ton ? I think 10 or 11
miles. Ihey generally charge a little more for wool than for wheat,, because -when they are carrying the 
wool the season is not so favourable. The wheat is carried in the summer time. °
331. Have you had an opportunity of seeing the statistics which have been handed in by Mr Day ? Yes
332. Are they correct? Yes. ‘
333. Do you know the methods by which they were collected ? Yes ; I helped to collect them and we 
collected them as honestly as possible, so as not to deceive you. There is one thing ] wish to say and 
that is that owing to the increased growth of wheat, if we fail to get u railway it will entail alarge expen
diture m the making of roads. The present roads will not carry tho traffic.
quaiityb°Ut 1 aCr0 ^ 50 'S UDder Cu3ti™tion’ and ar0 t!l° ot!lcr arrcs ,ikc ? They are all of the same

335 You are prepared to say that three-fourths of that land is as good as that which is already under 
cultivation? Yes; four-fifths of it. J

; the past year ? I commenced

John Hardie, farmer. The Rock, sworn, and examined:—

""t *■*••*• Th9 a*
337. What area do you hold? 670 acres. l30ciT"l897
338. How much of that is under cultivation ? 104 acres. ’’

]on" havc J01! hold the property ? Portion of it about eight years—that is, 160 acres.
340. Ihen you increased it to 670 acres during the last four years ? Yes.
341 Will you tell the Committee what area you put under crop duritw 
with 40 acres, and increased it up to the present area.
342. Ho you intend to increase the area under cultivation in the future ?
343. Do you live ou the south side or the north side of the route ? TJnou
1 ume from the main road, ‘
34k Would this railway be of any use to you if constructed ? Yes.
345. What do you pay for carriage now ? I have paid 5s. on tho average when the roads were in good 
order but I have offered much more than that when the roads were not in good order.
•iwayln Way W0Ul<1 a railway be of advar|tage to you ? Por getting wheat, chaff, and other products 

347. At a lower price than you have been paying? Yes.
T m°U fair railwfty ral,e’ seoi,1S that they will have to pay 5s. from Green’s

Gunyah. I should regard 2s Od, or 3s. a ton as a fair thing if the charge Is 5s. from Green’s Gunyah.
^•7* j5 - - -

Yes.
the north side half a mile or

349.
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J.Hardie. 349. Therefore, you would hail witli satisfaction the construction of tlie line? Yes.
,---- '---- v 350. Had you anything to do with the collection of the statistics which were handed in by Mr. Day ? I

18 Oct., 1897. collected gome in my own neighbourhood, within 6 miles of The Koch.
351. Are they included in those put in by Mr. Day ? No.
352. Por what purpose did you collect these statistics ? In order to have evidence to bring before the 
Committee on this occasion.
353. AYhat is the number of tlie settlers, and the aggregate of their holdings ? There are thirteen settlers,
and the largest holding is 2,460 acres, and the smallest 320 acres, .
354. Have you the number of acres under cultivation? Exclusive of Mr. Birslens, there are 1,220 acres
under cultivation. >
355. What is the total number of acres ? 6,042 acres,
356. Are you prepared to say positively that all the landowners whose names appear on tho document
you have handed in will make use of the railway ? Yes. . .
357. Speaking roughly, what distance is the forest from the road on each side, north and south ? The 
forest is only0! mile. There are thirteen holdings, all within J mile of the forest.
358. And all within 10 miles of The Rock ? Yes. _ -
359. If a rate of 2s. 6d. or 3s. a ton be charged, you are satisfied that they would make use of the 
railway ? Yes.
360. How many sheep do you run on your land ? Prom 500 to 1,000.
361. Do you send your wool to The Rock? Yes. v -j r ^
362. Do you pay the same rate of carriage for that as you do for wheat ? More has to be paid for wool
than for wheat. Most of the settlers cart their own wool. Some pay 10s. a ton lor tbe carriage of 
the wheat. '
363. What do you pay? I cart it myself.
364. Would you mind saying to what expense you are put m carting it ? It will cost from 2s. Oil. to 3s.
a ton at the very least. . „
365. It only cost you 2s. 6d. or 3s. a ton to cart your wool, hut if you employed a teamster it would cost
you 10s. a ton? Yes. „ , . . , j ^ £
366. Are you sure that you have made full allowance for the amount of labour, time, wear and tear of 
your plant in carrying the wool, when you say that it would cost 2s. 6d. or^ 3s. a ton ? I hardly think 
that I have. In the event of an accident it would never cover anything like it.
367. If the railway wore constructed you would use it ? Yes. . , . .,
368. Did vou hear the evidence given by Mr. Day this morning? Yes, I agree with his evidence.
369 Prom your knowledge of the district, do you think that Mr. Day over-estimated the wheat traffic 
when he said that there would be between 10,000 and 11,000 tons of wheat carried annually on this 
railway ? I could not answer that question, because 1 have not inquired into the matter,
370* Afr. Blacks] What ivas your reason for only collecting those names and areas within such a short 
distance of the proposed railway line as 1 mile ? The other holdings that are outside that are either too 
close to Yerong Creek to come on to this line, or else they are too close to The Rock, On the Urana 
Road there are a couple that I felt doubtful about.

William Litchfield, farmer, sworn, and examined:—
. w- 371. Chairman.1 Where do you live ? In the parish of Clive. ,

Litchfield. gy2. How far are you from Green's Gunyah ? About 12 miles, ou the southern side of the proposed line.
373. What areas have yon ? About 6,000 acres. .13 Oct., 1897,jjow macji of tbat },ave yOU UT1der cultivation ? I have two properties. The produce of ono will
come to Green’s Gunyah. I can speak with regard to both Green’s Gunyah and Milbrulong.
375. How far are you from Milbrulong ? About 8 miles.
376. Prom which of your cultivated areas will the produce go to Milbrulong ? I have 160 acres, the 
produce of which would go to Milbrulong this year if the line were made.
377. Did you ever send any produce from there to The Rock? No.
378. What do you think would he the cost of carriage to The Rock ? I have sent the produce to Yerong 
Creek, and I pay 10s. a ton.
379. How far are you from Yerong Creek ? Eighteen miles.
380. What will it cost to draw from your place to Milbrulong ? That would he about half the distance 
I should think the cost would he about 6s. a ton.
381. Do you regard Milbrulong as a good centre ? Yes.
382. Would you extend your area under cultivation if tbero was a railway ? Yes.
383. Where is your other property ? In the parish of Hebden, about 9 miles south of Green s Gunyah.
384. Prom there would you draw direct to Green’s Gunyah? Yes. _
385. What would your road carriage from there to Green’s Gunyah be? Pive or 6 shillings a ton.
386. How far are you from the main line ? About 25 miles. .
387. What does it cost you if you send produce that way ? Twelve shillings a ton I have [paid for both 
wheat and wool.
388. Do you know this district well ? Yes. ...
389. You have heard the evidence given with regard to tho suitability of the land for the growth of wheat;— 
do you agree with that? Yes. The second property to which I am now referring has an area of 1,280

* acres, of which 600 acres are under cultivation.
390. Are you prepared to increase that if the railway is extended to Green’s Gunyah ? I should do so.
391. What return do you usually get? About 12 bushels an acre.

Maurice Carroll, farmer and grazier, Boree Creek, sworn, and eiamined:—
M CarroU. 392. Mr. Black.] What are you ? Parmer and grazier, residing at Boree Creek, north from here.

__ N’ ,-(93. How far off ? Where I am residing is about 9 miles from here.
3 Oct., 1897. 394. Where do you take your produce to ? To The Rock principally.

395. If the proposed railway were made you would come here of course? Yes.
396. How many acres have you altogether? About 2.600 acres.
397. How many acres have you under cultivation? I have 220 under wheat. 398.
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308. How many sheep have you on the rest ? About 4,000 this year. M. Carroll.
399. What do you pay now for carriage to The Rock? I have usually paid Is. a bag, or 9s. a ton. ""n
400. If you have to cart to Green’s Gunyah, what would tlie charge be ? I expect it would be about 6d. ^ ^ot‘’ 
a bag.
401. Wbat would you be prepared to pay for railway carriage from - Green’s Gunyah to Tbe Rock? I 
would pay 5s. a ton, and extend tbe area that I have under cultivation, I should not save much in 
carriage, hut I could let my land instead of having 220 acres under cultivation. I would lot about 
2,000 acres.
402. You think that if tbe railway is made it is likely to largely iucrease the area under crop ? Very much.
403. In your case it is likely to be multiplied by ten ? It would.
404. Ho you think that yours is a fairly representative case ? I do.
405. What is the character of the land between here and Boree Creek ? It is extra good.
406. Is it superior to the land about here ? I believe it is as good—it ia forest land.
407. How far are you from the plain country ? I think it is about 1^- mile from where I am; there is a 
small plain close by which is good cultivation land.
408. Is there any flooded country about where you are ? Ho ; it is all good sound land for wheat. ■

Thomas Bond, farmer and grazier, near Green’s Gunyah, sworn, and examined:—
409. Mr. Roberts.} How long have you resided in the district ? About sixteen years. T. Bond.
410. What is the size of your holding ? My brother and I hold jointly about 5,700 acres. >
411. How much of it is under cultivation ? 210 acres. 13 Oct., 1897.
412. Is that more than in previous years? No. We had 280 acres cleared, hut it was so dry this year 
that we could not get the wheat in.
413. How many sheep do you run on your property ? We shear about 6,000, and we sell a good few off 
an winter before shearing.
414. Where do you send your wool to ? It is going to Melbourne this year. ■
415. Where is your nroperty ? About 7 miles south of Green’s Gunyah, in the parish of Napier. '
416a Has your tyqoI hitherto gone to Sydney ? It has gone both ways.

What advantage to you is it to send it to Mclbourue ? It lias been more a matter of choice than 
of advantage.
418. Ho you find it cheaper to send to Melbourne? I do not tbink there is much difference.

difference in favour of Melbourne? No. I would rather send it to Sydney only on account 
of the firm. We sent to Melbourne because we would rather do business with them,
420. Would you mind saying wbat advantage it is to you to send your wool to Melbourne ? I do not 
know that there is any advantage in it, but we promised to send it to Melbourne. Wc preferred to send 
at to Sydney, and last year we did send it to Sydney.
421. Tbe prices are almost tbe same ? Yes.
422. If this railway were made, would you make use of it? Certainly I would.
423. Is it not possible that you still might send the wool to Melbourne ? I do not tbink so.
424. Have yon taken any active part in the agitation for this railway? I have collected some of the 
statistics.
425. Hid you collect any of tbe statistics that were laid before the Committee by Mr. Hay ? Yes; a 
poi-tion of them.

^°,u PreParC(l ha swear to the truth of those figures ? Yes ; to tho truth of tho figures as being 
the figures that were given fo me.
427. To what area of country do they apply ? 1 went about 14 miles south from Green’s Gunyah.
4wB, Are you positive that all the persons whose names you put down on the list would make uso of this 
railway ? As far as I could gather from them, thev would use it.
429 What do you pay for carriage to The Rock ? "From 9s. to 12s. for wheat, and from 15s. to 25s. for 
wool. Hurnig tbe last two years we have paid 15s. a ton for wool to Yerong Creek.
430. Why do you prefer to send it to A.erong Creek ? We have always been able to get it carted there 
more easily than to The Rock.
431. Would you send it to Yerong Creek whether it is going to Melbourne or Sydney ? Yes.
432. Are many of tbe people whose names you have put on the list as likely to use the proposed railway 
now sending their wool to Melbourne ? Some of them send it to Melbourne and some to Sydney.
433. You have every reason to believe that they would make use of this railway ? Yes: they would make 
use of it—-most of them—from tbe station at Green’s Gunyah.
434. But is it a fair thing to put this area into these statistics unless you feel satisfied beyond all doubt 
that either wool or wheat will go by this railway ? That is wbat I do feel satisfied of. The farthest of 
them would be under 14 miles, and those who send to Yerong would have to cart over 30 miles.

Would the fact of thoir having to cart over 30 miles make it cheaper for them to send to Sydney than 
to Melbournewould they bo able to land their wool cheaper in Sydney by this line ? Yes; they should 
be able to do so. ^ j j
43G; Wbat rebate do you get on wool going into Victoria? I do not know what the charges are.
437. Is it not quite possible that if this railway is made, a still more liberal rebate may be allowed by the 
Victorian railway authorities to get the traffic ? That is more than I can say. Wo should be more 
inclined to send to Sydney, because it would be sending a considerable distance round to go to Melbourne.
438. Where do you get supplies from ? From Wagga Wagga and Sydney.
439. Ho you not obtain them from the other side of tbe Murray ? No.
44°. Would you be sending any live stock by way of Tlie Rock to Sydney if the railway were constructed ? 
j es. We go m a great deal for fattening, and our sheep have gone to the top of the market for many 
years past. The sheep bought from us by a dealer this year took the first and second prizes at Albury as 
fat sheep, Others went to the top of the market in Sydney as fat sheep,
441. Can you say that there will be a large live-stock traffic from here ? Yes. About two winters ago 
we went to the top of tbe Sydney market in throe drafts out of four sent up. With reference to the 
wheat, there is a matter which I have not heard the witnesses mention : the millers give a certain 
price at the railway station, one price at The Rock, and one at Yerong Creek, and we should get tbe ssme 
price at Green s Gunyah if the line came there, and save tlie carriage. 442.
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T. Bond. 442. If this railway should become an absolute fact, would you largely increase the area under cultivation ? 
'—^ Tes; unless wheat went lower than I have ever seen it before.

13 Oct., 1897. 443_ What would you regard as the minimum ? IVe made it pay at 2s. a bushel.
414. Would you adopt the halves system? No ; I prefer to do more myself.
415. You think that if a railway was constructed here there would be a very great impetus given (o wheat
growing in this district? There is not the least doubt of that. One of the first filings which the farmers 
ask when they want land is, “ How far is it from the railway station.”
44(3. Is there a large demand for laud in this district? Yes.
447. Arid there is no fear but what the 28,000 acres which are soon to be available will be eagerly sought 
after? Not the slightest doubt.
448. Chairman^ Mr. Boberts has asked you. with regard to these statistics, if you believe them to be 
correct? Yes.
449. You believe that there are 21,000 acres under cultivation now ? Yes.
450. You notice, also, that the area over which the statistics were collected comprises 800,000 acres ? Yes.
451. Therefore, 14 acres out of 15 acres arc still under pastoral occupation ? Yes.
452. If a railway be constructed, what proportion of that 14 acres out of every 15 acres will be devoted 
to agricultural settlement ? I believe that quite nine-tenths of it is fit for cultivation.
458. How far will 5s. carry their wool or wheat at the ordinary rates ? I have never had to make a 
bargain for that; but I should think about D or 10 miles.
454. You see on the map an area of country, etched white, lying south of the parish of Napier ? Yes.
455. How far is that from Yerong Creek ? About 23 miles.
45G. Whale rate would a person have to pay per ton for the carriage of wool or wheat from there ? 
About 15s. for wool, and about 10s. for wheat.
457. What would you have to pay to Green’s Gunyah or Millbrulong ? Prom the eon fro of it, about 
5s. a ton for wheat,
458. Would the produce from that country, wfhen developed, come north or go cast ? It would come 
northward.
459. Have you any doubt about it ? Not the slightest.

Michael O’Connell, farmer, Green’s Gunyah, sworn, and examined :—
M. O’Connell. 460. 0hair matt.'} You are a resident of the Green's Gunyah district? Yes.

/■—461, You have heard the statement made by Air. Hay ? Yes.
13 Oct., 1897. 462. Your knowledge of the district enables you to speak positively with regard to it ? Yes.

463. Ho you consider Air. Day’s statement to be true ? Yes ; I agree with him.
464. Mr. Black.] How long have you been in the district P About twenty years.
465. How many acres have you ? 640 acres, of which 1 cultivate about 60 acres.
466. Do you intend to increase the area under cultivation ? Yes.
467. How many acres will you have under cultivation next year? Probably about 200 acres.

John Lloyd, farmer and graxicr, sworn, and examined :—
J. Lloyd. 463 Chairman.] Where do you live? In the parish of Clive, about 14 miles south-east from here. 1 am 

a farmer and grazier.
13 Oct., 1897. 469, what area have yon ? 1,649 acres, including leasehold.

470. What area have you under crop ? 160 acres.
471. Where have you taken your crop to previously? To Yerong Creek.
472. ’What rate do you pay for carriage ? Last year I paid 7s. 6d. a ton.
473. What is a fair charge ? Eight shilings or 9s. The charge last year was the lowest I ever paid.
474. If this railway was made where would you send your produce ? To Milbrulong.
475. How far are you from there? About 8 miles.
476. What would it cost you to send your produce to Milbrulong ? About 4s. a ton. It is about half
the distance to Yerong Creek. . ,
477. Do you agree that 5s. is a fair rate for carriage, 10 miles ? Yes.
478. Wili you increase your area of cultivation if the railway is made ? Yes, to 250 or 300 acres.
479. You have heard the statement as to the vast proportion of the land in the district that is suitable 
for agriculture ? Yes.
480. Is that statement correct ? Yes.
481. Did you gather any of the statistics ? Yes ; I gathered them from the districts south, in the vicinity
of my holding,—Clive, Napier, and Mundawandra. "
482. But that portion of the statistics is correct ? Yes.

Thomas Wilson, farmer, Brookong North, sworn, and examined:—
T. Wilson. 483. Chairman.] Where do you live ? At Brookong North.

484. VChat is the area of your holding ? About 1,100 acres.
13 Oct., 1897. 485. How much do you cultivate ? About 120 acres. ■

486. Do you send your produce to The Bock ? Yes; I paid about Is. 2d. for a bag last year.
487. About 10s. 6d. a ton ? Yes.
488. What will be the cost of carriage from your place to Green’s Gunyah ? I do not know—the distance 
is 9 or 10 miles.
489. Witnesses have sworn that 5s. is a fair rate;—do you expect to got your wheat carried for that? Yes.
490. Will you increase your area under cultivation if a railway is made to Green’s Gunyah ? Yes.
491. You have heard statements made as to the class of country embracing the area for which statistics 
were gathered and which have been handed in by Mr. Day—the land is described as being almost all 
suitable for agricultural settlement;—is that so ? It is.
492. You collected some of those statistics ? I did.
493. Are they correct ? Yes.
494. Do you know the method on which all these statistics were collected ? No.
495. Do you know that there is about 21,000 acres of land under cultivation in this area? I suppose 
there is.

Andrew



1129

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—HAIL WAY J7HOM TUI! KflCK TO AHEEN’s GUNYAH.

Andrew Matthews, farmer, near G-rcen’s Gunyah, sworn, and examined:—
496. Mr. Blade.] Whore is your home? Three miles west of here.
497. How long have you lived in the district ? About eighteen years,
498. What is the size of your holding ? I own about 1,200 acres in three different holdings,
499. How much have you under crop ? My sons and 1 have 370 acres under crop.
500. How much had you last year ? About the same area.

i20 7011 to increase your cultivation area next season? We coulddonble it if we had arailway.
502. lou have some sons who have set up for themselves ? Yes, J have three.
503. You have three sons with you, and three sons by themselves ? Yes.
504. The three sons with you are working their land conjointly? Yes, with me.
505. Is that land included in the area of the 1,200 acres ? Ho.
506. How much are the others working ? Very nearly 1,500 acres.
507. Then yon are working jointly an area of 2,700 acres ? Yes.
508. AYhat are the names of the sons who are working on their own account? William Wesley 640 
acres, Andrew 630 acres, Daniel 346 acres.
509. How much have they under crop ? About 280 acres.
510. The three of them ? Yes.
511. Do they intend to increase their cultivation areas ? 1 think so,
512. Whore do you send your crop to now ? The stock has been bought by dealers on the land.
513. But where do you send your crops to ? Generally to The Bock, then to Wagiia Warrsa, or wherever
we can get the best price. et> >
514. What have you been paying for carting ? Ten shillings and 11s. and 12s. a ton. This year I have
been oftermg 12s a ton, and have not got carriers yet to take the crop that is goium I expect to pay 
higher. Many of the teams are dead. 1 J
515. Do the carriers use bullocks ? Yes.

J011 uso tfm railway if it came here ? Yes. and I should be glad to get it.
51 i Ac i J011 a fru1 thing to charge per ton on the railway ? I should be satisfied to
pay halt what I am paying to the carriers. "
518. You have heard the evidence given by Mr. Day and othersdo you agree with that in the main ? 
1 agree in the main with what was said by Mr. Day; but he did not take into consideration the larger 
quantity of stock in the district.
519. Is there anything that you would like to add to his evidence ? I think he could have said a little more 
rnA uM cai,jianc- U-0 ^a3 n°f taken into consideration what will have to be paid for cartage this year 
.>20, _ Where do the carriers come from who carry the crops ? Those who cart my stuff have been in the 
distnet many years ; hut many come from Victoria and go back. They camp in the district, and their 
bullocks destroy the district by eating out the grass. It would he a groat benefit if we had not them at all. 
Ihoae who are within 10 miles of the line could cart their produce with their own teams, and they could 
keep it in sheds till they are not busy. When we have fat sheep and lambs, it would be a great advantage 
where the paddocks arc dirty to cut a crop for hay. 1 will go in for fattening and sending fat lambs to 
market There is a district here 20 miles north, 20 miles west, 15 miles south, and 5 miles east, nine- 
tenths of the produce of which ought to come in here. There are the main roads from The Bock, Urana, 
Borec, and Galore, and this is the place for all the traffic.
521 Do you mean that you would cut your wheat-crop for hay ? After 4 or 5 years cropping we could 
make hay of it and send it to market.
522. What price can you get for hay ? Thirty shillings on the ground,
523. Would it not cost £1 to get it to Sydney? I never sent any to Sydney ; I could sell it for 30s on 
the farm.
524. Is there anything else that you wish to say ? I have only to say this in regard to naying a rate of 

0-0scriP|:ip1j1 referred to, that it would be a great advantage. I should like to say a few words about
the offer which we made a few years hack. We made the offer ■which you have stated ; but we were in 
the expectation that a railway would he commenced a short time afterwards. More than a year lias 
elapsed now, and there are more people in the district than there were then. I wili say for myself and 
my sons, that if you do not put an exlra price upon the carriage of produce, I would put down the 
guarantee money in advance to gel the railway. It would not be fair to expect two payments There 
will be a great drainage of traffic in here. There are over half a million acres of which the produce will 
come here, and of that area over 400.000 acres are fit for the plough. People will not keep that for 
grazing sheep. If I ran sheep alone I would pay my rent and clothe my family; but if I grow wheat 
1 can do more than that. \V e can make as much by the plough as we get for the wool and the fat 
sheep too.

13

A. Matthews. 
13 Oct., 1897.

John McDonell, farmer, sworn, and examined;—
525. Mr. Bolcrh.] What is the area of your holding? 1,716 acres, situated 12 miles north of Green’s j McDonell
Gunyah. '
526. Have you gone in for any cultivation ? Yes, 1 have. 13 Oct. 1897.
527. How many acres have yon had under cultivation ? 700 acres this year; last year 1 had 600 acres. ’ '
o28. How many sheep do yon keep ? 1 have 1,500 at present. I generally have more : but the season
has been a bad one.
529. What would be the average number? I can run 2,000 sheep.
530. Where do you send your wool and wheat to ? I send the wool to The Bock: last year the wheat
’went to a mill at Namndera. J
531. AY hat do you pay to take the wool to The itock ? I carry it myself.
532. Do you always send your wheat to Narrandera ? I send it wherever I get the most money for it.
533. How far is your estate from Narrandera p Twentv-five miles.
534. Then Karrandeni is the nearest railway station? The Bock is the same distance.
535. Would the proposed railway he any advantage to you ? It would be only 12 miles to the railway
from my place if this railway was made. ■'
536. Would you he prepared to pay 5s. a ton for the carriage of wheat ? Yes.

k.

537.
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J. McDonell. 537. You are aware that that is double the ordinary charge F I am aware of that.
------------ 538. Would the people in this district be prepared to pay that rate ? I hear them say that they would

13 Oct., 1897. pay aDything that is fair.
539. Were you present when Mr. Day gave his evidence this morning ? I was.
510. Do you endorse all that Mr. Day said ? I do.
541. Do you pay the same rate for carriage to The Dock that you paid to iNarrandera ? I never had any
thing carted to The Dock.
542. What do you pay to Narrandcra ? I have paid 7s. Gd. a ton; that was a low price.
543. Was that for wool or wheat P Wheat. The cost of the carriage of wool is about double.
544. Would yon have to pay 15s. a ton for the carriage of wool to Karrandera? Yes. _
545. What would you have to pay if a railway were constructed to G-reen’s Gunyah for the 12 miles 
between your place and here ? About 5s. a ton.
54G, Would that be for wool ? ' Ko; it would be 9s. or 10s. for wool.
547. Then you would have to pay another 10s. on the railway for wool, would you not, from here to The
Rock ? I suppose so. _ .
548. Then it would pay you better to take it to Narrandera P I should cart it myself; I can do itcheaper 
that way.
549. Then you would use this railway P I certainly would, at every opportunity,
550. Did you collect any of the information for Mr. Day in connection with the statistics that he pro
duced this morning? I collected a few some time back and handed them to Mr. Day.
551. Covering what area ? Covering 2,G50 acres of crops.
552. How many holdings are there between Green’s Gunyah and your property ? There are thirteen 
holdings near to my house.
553. Have you examined the figures that were produced by Mr. Day? Ko.
554. Then you can only speak of those which you supplied to Mr. Day ? That is all.

• 555. Do you send any live stock to market ? I do.
556. Then you would send them by rail if the line was constructed ? Yes, I would; I should only have 
to bring them 12 miles instead of 25.
557. Would you get your supplies by railway too P Certainly.
558. Where do you get them now ? T'rom Wagga Wagga and Sydney, by The Rock.
559. What does it cost you to get your goods from The Rock? I generally cart them myself.
560. Have you ever gone into a calculation as to what you ought to debit your accounts with for being
your own carrier ? It is about half what I should have to pay to carriers.
561. Do you regard 10s. a ton for wool from Green’s Gunyah to The Rock as a fair charge ? Yes; I
should not object to it. -
562. You are thoroughly favourable to the construction of the railway, and would be a good customer to 
it;—do you think that the people between here and your homestead would use the railway ? They would. 
I always hear them speak favourably of it.
563. Ohairman.] Does the road after passing Bullengong Creek from The Rock go direct to Mount 
Galore ? Yes ; it is a direct mail route.
564. Is it all forest country south from that road to Green’s Gunyah ? Yes; it is all forest country.
5G5. Going from where it crosses Bullengong Creek to Mount Galore, 8 miles north, there is the Old
man Creek? Yes.
566. What sort of land is it between those places? Plains.
567. How wide is it from the road north to the edge of the forest country ? About half a mile. The 
average width of the forest country on the northern side of the road from Bullengong to Galore will be 
about 2 miles ; beyond that, going northerly, the plain country extends pretty well to Murrumbidgee.
568. Will you describe the country going north from Galore to Karra ml ora ? The road first goes in a 
north-westerly direction till it strikes the main road from Wagga Wagga to Narrandera: then it follows 
19 or 12 miles along this road. North from this to the Murrumbidgee is flooded country and plain; lo 
the south it is fairly good agricultural country.
569. Will you describe the country south from the routes that we have been previously speaking of ? 
The plain country keeps away from the line about 10 miles till you get pretty well west of Galore ; from 
that point right to Galore it is all good agricultural land.
570. Describe the country south-west from Galore ? Going south-west from Galore towards Coonong 
it is fairly good agricultural land till you strike the plains about 10 or 15 miles from Coonong.

Thomas Alfred George, farmer and grazier, near Boree Creek, sworn, and examined:—
T, A. G-eorge. 571. Mr. Black.'] Where is your holding? About 10 miles north-west of this place, and about 3 miles 

from Boree Creek.
13 Oct., 1897. 572. What is the size of your holding ? 3,000 acres.

573. Have you any of that land under cultivation ? Yes ; 160 acres.
574. What property had you under crop last year ? None ; we had only been ten months in the district; 
there was about 115 acres under crop on the same property last year.
575. Wbat area will you have under crop next year? If we get a railway, about 400 acres.
576. Is it good country in your direction? Yes.
577. Where is your nearest railway ? At The Rock, 3L miles away.
578. And you are about 10 miles from Green’s Gunyah? Yes.
579. I suppose you will bring your produce here if a railway is made ? Yes.

Thomas Henry Davis, farmer, Green’s Gunyah, sworn, and examined :—
T.‘H. Davis. 580. Mr. Roberts.] How long have you resided in the district ? About four years.
,1a— What area of land do you hold ? 605 acres, of which I have 210 acres under cultivation this year.

13 Oct., 1897 . 582. What did you begin with, four years ago ? I have only had two crops on the land ; last year I had 
210 acres under crop.
583. Where does your property lie P About 1 mile north-west from here.
584. Where do you send your produce to ? To The Rock. 586.
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585. Do you come through Green’s Gunyah ? Tes. T. H. Dimi.
58G. What do you pay for carriage to The flock ? I have paid 12s. I cart most of the produce with iny \
own teams. 13 ^ct-' 1897.
587. Then you would have no objection to pay 5s. a ton for carriage by the railway? I should not,
588. ^Notwithstanding that it is double the rate charged in other districts for similar distances ? No.
589. Do you got your supplies by way of The Rock? Yes ; from Wagga Wagga.
590. Did you hear the evidence of Mr. Day? Tos.
591. Do you entirely agree with what he stated ? Tes ; it was correct, according to my experience.
592. Did you take any active part in preparing his statistics ? No ; 1 gave them my own statistics.
593. From what you know of the district, what do you think of the figures given by Mr. Day ? I think 
they are correct.
594. Do you think this district has a great future before it as regards agriculture ? I do. X came from 
Victoria to this part; I had three farms in Victoria, and T was paying a big rent for them—6s. an acre.
I consider this land far superior to the land in Victoria, but the land there is selling at £7 and £8 an 
acre. In Victoria we had a railway near us, and we could cut chaff and send it to market; here we 
cannot do that. I consider that in chaff a man can grow a large bulk here, and make more than he can 
out of grain. - Last year I made £7 an acre out of the stuff that I cut for hay. In summer you could 
cut it and send it away to Sydney, but in winter you could not do it; the roads are too bad.
595. If a railway came to Green’s Gunyah would the land be largely increased in value? Tes.
596. Are you a homestead lessee ? No; I have a special area. 1 took up the land at 35s. an acre. We 
can cut a lot of stuff and sell chaff. It takes 3 acres to produce 1 ton of wheat. Going in for hay, you 
can get 2\ tons per acre. If the land is dirty it is not good for wheat, but you can turn it into a nay 
crop, and it will make good cliaff.
597. Do you run any stock ? I have sheep, but my principal object is farm.
598. Do you intend in future to increase the area under wheat ? Tes. ■
599. Wbat area do you expect to have in next year ? Above 300 acres. Had it not been a dry season I 
should have had that in this year.
COO. The evidence which you are giviuig now is the evidence which would be given by those in your 
neighbourhood? Tes.
601. Mr. Black,] What part of Victoria did you come from? From the Goulburn Valley, near 
Shcpparkm.

Samuel Higgins, homestead lessee, sworn, and examined:—
602. Chairman,] What area have you ? 480 acres.
603. What do you pay for it? The capital value of the land is 30s. an acre, and I pay If per cent, on 
that for the first five years. After that I am to bo subject to rcappraisement, which I believe will make 
it twice the amount which I am paying now.
604. Are your neighbours paying the same ? Tes.

William Herbert, farmer and grazier, near Green’s Gunyah, sworn, and examined:—
605. Mr. 'Black.] Where do you reside ? About 8 miles north-east from Green’s Gunyah.
606. How many acres have you ? About 4,900 acres.
607. How much of that is under crop ? 420 acres. It is in two properties—one is about 8 miles from Oct., 1897. 
here, and the other about 18 miles.
608. On which property have you the crop ? On the property nearest to Green’s Gunyah.
609. What had you under crop in the previous year? About 200 acres.
610. Do you intend to make a further increase ? I have 300 acres getting cleared now.
611. Where have you been sending the crop to ? To The Rock.
612. How far arc you from The Rock? Twenty-two miles.
613. What do you pay for the carriage of wheat? Is. a bag.
614. Do you expect to get it done at the same rate this year ? No ; I think it will cost more this year.
The teams are not in the district, and there will be far more to cart. I have offered 13s. 6d. a ton, and it 
has been refused.
615. Do you think that the charge will be as high this year considering the circumstances? It will be 
fully Is,, if not more.
616. Are there many farmers in your locality ? A good few within a few miles of my place.
617. Is the land there equal in quality to what it is here ? Tes, fully.
618. Tou have heard the evidence given to-day ? Tes.
619. Do you desire to correct it in any particular ? I might throw a little light on it. Tho evidence is 
fully reliable. If a railway were to come here, instead of 40,000 acres being under crop, there would be 
over 100,000 acres under crop within twelve months. If we were to put as much wheat in as we can we 
should not be able to get the teams to take it away.
620. Tou think the railway is likely to pay ? 1 do not think it; I am sure of it. Mr. McDonell said
there is a plain to the east. I might remark that on the east of Mr, McDonell’s property, right to 
the Murrumbidgee, it is all good land, with the exception of about 700 acres of plains.
621. It is continuous forest timber? Tos. The produce of all the land on this side of the Murrumbigdee 
north from here must come to this place.

S. Higgins.

W, Herbert.

William Douglas Drummond, farmer, Berrigan, sworn, and examined :—
622. Chairman.] Tou are a resident of Berrigan? Tes. W. D.
623. Have you a full knowledge of the Berrigan district ? Tes. Drummond.
624. Do you know the district around Green’s Gunyah well ? Tos, s
625. What is your opinion with regard to tho comparative merits of the two districts ? I think there is a 13 1897.
far larger area of land fit for agriculture here than there is in the Berrigan district.
626. And is the quality of the soil equal ? Tes.

627.
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D- 627. Will any land thrown open by the Government be taken up readily ? Tes ; X have not the slightest 
rwmnond. abol]j; There would be the largest ballot for the land that is to be thrown open that wo have had yet.

13 Oct 18‘J7 y°u l)C^eve ^ the pastoralists to devote their land to agriculture? Yes; I am certain
' that the owners of the large estates will do it. as they have done about Berrigan, They will find that 

wheat-growing pays the best.
629. You have made the statement that in your opinion Green’s Gunyah is the centre of the district which 
will furnish a larger area of agricultural land than the Berrigan district;—-will you explain why you hold 
that opinion ? When advocating the line from Jerilderie to Berrigan, we took an area with Berrigan for 
the centre, running 6 miles north in the direction of Jerilderie, 12 miles west, and 12 miles east, then 
running south to the river about 20 miles.
630. And Green’s Gunyah, in your opinion, is the centre of a larger district than that ? Yes.
631. What has been the influence of the railway upon agricultural settlement in the Berrigan district? 
For the year 1887, when we came to Yew South Wales, there were about 2,000 under cultivation in tho 
district; but within the same area to-day there must be fully 80,000 to 100,000 acres under cuHivution.
632. Wbat proportion of that will use the Berrigan to Jerilderie line? The greater portion of it Mill. 
Bast year, South Australia, having a shortage, the buyers from South Australia came into the market at 
Yarrowonga, Tocumwal, and Corowa, and offered high prices, the consequence being that about 100,000 
hags went across the river.
633. How many bags went by the railway ? About 110,000 up to the present time.
634. Because of the shortage in South Australia, the Berrigan line, in your opinion, lost about half its 
wheat traffic ? Yes.
635. About 11,000 tons were lost ? Yes.
636. Therefore, at 2s. Gd, a ton, the railway lost between £1,300 and £1,400 ? Yes ; about that.
637. You think that there can be no serious competition with the proposed line to Green’s Gunyah ? Yes.
638. How far from a railway do you think a man can afford to grow and cart wheat under ordinary 
circumstances ? If a man has to cart more than 10 or 12 miles ho then has to engage teams. At Berrigan, 
if they are within 10 miles of a railway7, they do not put the cost of carting it down at all. because at the 
time of the year when the wheat is taken to market their horses are idle, and they cart it themselves.
639. And what is the state of things where they arc more than 10 miles from a railway ? They employ
carriers, A man 18 miles out would have to pay 8s. a tou for the carriage of his wheat. I desire to state 
that not only would the railway be beneficial to an agricultural district because of the cheapness of the 
freight, but it is a great advantage in moving large bodies of grain. On the railway to Berrigan last year 
there was a special rate of 2s. 6d. a ton from Jerilderie to Berrigan, and the fact of so much wheat being 
at Berrigan brought more buyers into the market, and they gave the same price for wheat at Berrigan 
as they gave at Jerilderie, although it should have been 2s. 6d. a ton less. Yearly all tho farmers sold 
their wheat right away at 4s. 4d. per bushel. They were able to guarantee delivery in a week’s time if 
necessary. If they were 20 or 30 miles from a railway they could not guarantee delivery within a month. 
Many farmers, if they had not had the railway, would have lost the market. Before they could have got 
the wheat to Jerilderie it would have been down 4d. a bushel, and they would have had to pay 4d. cartage 
to Jerilderie, I consider that it is a clear saving to the farmers of Berrigan having the railwav last vear 
of from £10,000 to £15,000. _ _ _ _ " _
64t). If the wheat from the Berrigan district were concentrated in Berrigan could they shift it from 
Berrigan to Jerilderie ? Yo.
641. Would the same thing apply here P It would apply in any district where tho roads arc not formed. 
They get very bad, and the teams cannot travel on them.
642. Have you anything else to tell the Committee ? In regard to the largo holdings, which I know 
Parliament looks upon as being to a certain extent detrimental to the interests of the railways, I would 
point out what has been done in the Berrigan district on one or two of the larger estates. Since 1888 
Messrs. McFaiianc Bros,, of Barooga, have sold from 23,000 to 25,000 acres to small holders, who have 
gone in for agriculture, and they have 10,000 acres for sale to-day. So it is evident that if farmers como 
into the district the large holders are not going to occupy the laud if they can get a fair price for it. The 
owners of Momaloug Station, on the east side of Berrigan, have sold 6,000 acres, and they placed
2.000 acres more on the market last week. Berrigan Station, on the north, sold 800 acres, and they have
5.000 acres more to sell. In regard to the clips of wool in the Berrigan district, the clips from Wunna- 
murra and Berrigan went to Sydney this year. In previous years they went to Melbourne.
643. Mr. Roberts.'] Which way does the Momaloug wool go ? It has gone to Sydney for the last two 
years. It previously went to Victoria. I consider 5s. a ton rather high as a special rate, but it may suit 
the farmers very well to pay it. I think 3s a ton would be a very fair thing from The Bock to Green’s 
Gunyah. If the Government make the rate as low as possible, it naturally increases the production, and 
if that were done, in a year or two the line would ho one of the best-paying lines in the Colony. Yot- 
withstanding tho fact that Jerilderie is only 8 or 9 miles north from Mairijiuary Siding, the farmers 
prefer to pay 2s. 6d. per ton for wheat to go by railway to taking it to Jerilderie by road. In the sale of 
land at Barooga 10,000 acres were publicly sold on the 25th instant.

Eobert Alexander Warden, Acting Manager, Commercial Banking Company of Sydney, Limited,
Green’s Gunyah, sworn, and examined:—

R. A. 644. Mr. Roberts.] Are you Manager of tbo branch of the Commercial Banking Company of Sydney 
Warden. (Limited) at Green’s Gunyah ? I am Acting Manager.

long has this branch of the Commercial Bank been established here ? Three weeks to-day.
13 Oct., 1897. Was it upon your recommendation that it was established here? Yes ; on my recommendation to 

the Board of Hireclors. '
647. Will yon tell the Committee what prompted you to make that recommendation? I was in the 
Riverina district about six weeks ago, when I beard of tbe prospects of Green’s Gunyah, and I came here 
myself, driving round from Berrigan through Urana by Emu Plains and Boree Creek, and I spent three 
days here. During those three days I saw as much of the country as I possibly could, and having seen 
the nature of the soil and obtained information from Mr. Day as to the number of selectors within a 
radius of 15 miles, and tbe area under cultivation, I had not the slightest hesitation to recommending 
that the Board should open a branch here at once. 1 look upon the soil of this district as being quite

equal
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equal to anything in the Berrigan district, and I have been all over that district. I think that the area R. A. 
of agricultural land is larger within the same radius of Green’s Gunyah than it is in the Berrigan district. Warden. 
There is a great deal of land about Berrigan winch 1 do not think equal to this—sandy land, and swamp, 
and plain country, not fit for agriculture. Uct•, 18S7‘
648. Up to the present time, has the amount of business done been up to your anticipations ? It has 
been more than equal to my anticipations; but a banking business cannot be made in three weeks. I am 
more than satisfied with the prospects of business hero.
649. In yonr official position, I suppose you travel about New South Wales a great deal? Tos; I travel 
all along the line from Sydney to Albury, and south of the line.
650. Tou have had sufficient experience to be able to judge of the soil, audits suitability for wheat-growing ?
Tes ; I have had a great deal of experience,
651. Tou think that if a railway were constructed here, a great impetus would be given to wheat cultivation ?
I think so. I think it would induce a much larger area to be put under wheat cultivation.

THURSDAY, 14 OCTOBER, 1897.

[The Sectional Committee met at ,BrooJcong Station, at 7

present:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C.M.G. | George Biace, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Bail way from The Bock to Green’s Gunyah.

John Bligh Nutting, Inspector of Stations, Union Mortgage and Agency Company of Australia, Limited,
, sworn, and examined:—

652. ChairmanDocs the map before you show correctly the land you are obtaining in exchange for land I. B. Matting, 
that you are surrendering to the Government; and does it also show with tolerable accuracy tho plain
land which is not suitable for wheat-growing on the Brookong station? Tea, tho land outside the mark ^ 1897.
shown on the map defining the plain country is, in my opinion, most of it suitable for agriculture. It 
is the best of wheat land. Those exchanges are practically settled.
653. What is the total area of the estate ? 130,000 acres of freehold, and about 30,000 acres of leasehold.
654. How long can you hold the leases ? We are giving up the lease; it will he an annual license.
655. How many acres are you surrendering ? Leasehold and freehold, about 30,000 acres.
656. How much land have you under wheat ? This year we have let 5,000 acres ; they have not got wheat 
in the whole of it on account of the dry season. We are going to increase the area next year to 7,000 
acres.
657. Can you make any statement as to the probabilities of increasing the area beyond that? In all 
probability it will be increased to 10,000 acres.
658. Are you prepared to make any further statement with' regard to the rest of the estate ? I cannot 
say whether we are going to use it for sheep or wheat. It is impossible to say what the company will do.
659. In your opinion, is it probable that agricultural occupation will pay better than pastoral occupation?
I know that it will.
660. Then we can estimate yonr own probabilities from that ? Tes.
661. Would tbe produce of tbe holdings, as depicted on the map, go to Green's Gunyah, as a centre, if 
there is a railway there ? Yes.
662. Do you think the produce of the properties in the parish of Clive will go to Green’s Gunyah ? I 
am sure of it.
663. If there is a railway station at Green’s Gunyah would you send your wool there ? It is all a matter 
of price.
664. Tou are at present paying for land carriage down to Corowa ? Tes. .
665. How far is that ? 70 miles.
666. Then it is simply a question of land carriage to Corowa, or railway carriage to Green’s Gunyah ? It 
is simply a question of a through rate; and a through rate to Melbourne is 60s.
667. If the Government will carry produce from Green’s Gunyah for 60s., will you use the railway ? I 
think so, decidedly, deducting land carriage to Green’s Gunyah.
668. Anything under that would make it certain? To put the thing in a straight wray, we have never 
asked the railway authorities of Victoria or those of New South Wales to come down. They have always 
approached us. They have kept coming down and coming down. Then, of course, we are simply taking - 
tho lowest rate ; that is all. Suppose the New South Wales railway authorities to-morrow said, “ We will 
carry your wool for 60s. from Green’s Gunyah tp Sydney”; if the Victorian railway authorities came and 
offered to do it for 50s, wre should send it to Victoria.
669. What is a fair rate of land carriage from here to Corowa? It is £2 from here to Corowa, and the 
Victorian railway carried the stuff then from the Murray to Melbourne for £1.
670. Do the Victorian railway people t^-ke the traffic from here, or have you to take it to the railway ?
M’Cullock’s people do it for the Victorian railways. They have ’their arrangements with the railway 
authorities.
671. Tou enter into a contract for a through rate to Melbourne ? Tes.
672. You see the area depicted on the map of which Green’s Gunyah appears to be tbe centre;—what is 
your opinion of that area? It comprises the very best wheat land. I do not think you could get any 
better wheat land anywhere.
673. Have you a knowledge of Berrigan ? Tes; I have a thorougli knowledge of the counlry at Berrigan 
and Einley. There is a tendency on the part of the Berrigan people to come here—in fact they are 
coming ; and, had we wished to do so, we could have leased 15,000 acres for agricultural settlement this 
year. The Bailway Commissioners of Now South Wales offered to carry our wool for £3 10s. Gd., and 
the road carriage from Brookong to The Bock is £1. The cartage from Brookong to Green’s Gunyah 
would be 5s. a ton ; therefore the expense of a railway from The Bock to Green’s Gunyah would make a' 
difference in carriage of approximately 15s. a ton. The cheapest road-carriage for everything is about

292 (a)—C - , 6d.
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J. B. Nutting, Gd. per mile. The probability is that there will be a deal of wheat grown if the carriage goes down 
to 2s. 6d. per ton over the line. That pays very well. _

14 Oct., 1897. 674 "Where do you get your stores from ? Our bookkeeper can talk to you on that point. The rate of 
carriage has a great deal to do with it. ...
675. Is it not a fact that if the wool goes to Sydney the stores will come from Sydney i’ Yes ; it is a 
question of the prices of stores. In all probability the stores will follow the wool as long as the carriage 
is cheaper. Even if our wool did not go to Sydney, it appears to me that the cheapest way to get even to 
Melbourne from Brookong would be lo pay the 5s. land carriage to Green’s Gunyah and the railway rate 
from Green’s Gunyah to Albury instead of 70 miles of land carriage to Corowa. In order to equalise tbe 
two land carriages to the north'and to the south, there would he £1 15s. under the present arrangement 
available for a short run on tbe railways. Therefore the extension from The Bock to Green’s Gunyah 
may get the Brookong wool. The question is, whether it will get the wool from The Bock to Sydney or 
from The Bock to Albury.

"Walter Day, farmer, Green’s Gunyah, sworn, and further examined:—
"W.Day, 676, Chairman.'] You wish to make a statement to the Committee? Yes. My attention has been 

^ directed to the discrepancy between the statistics furnished by me to the Committee and those furnished 
14 Oct., 1897. by ^e officer who collected them for the Bailway Commissioners. I have no doubt about the accuracy 

of my statistics. I am prepared at any time, if an officer bo sent for the purpose, to verify them. The 
discrepancy may possibly be explained by the development that has taken place since the statistics ivere 
obtained. The Committee have had an opportunity during the last few days of seeing that the area is 
being considerably extended. As an example I desire to emphasise this, that Brookong, which I put 
down at 4,500 acres under cultivation, has been under-estimated by 2,500 acres. My statistics did not 
include the Mahonga wool, which I think will probably reach the railway at Green’s Gunyah. There 
is also 90 tons of wool from Boree Creek which I did not include, which, being only 12 miles from Green’s 
Gunyah, it appears would certainly use the railway from that place.

"William Charles Bolls, Manager, Brookong Station, sworn, and examined:—
W. C. Rolls, 677. Chairman.] How far is it from Green’s Gunyah to Mahonga? The wool-shed is at Urangeline, 

and the distance is 18 miles from Green’s Gunyah.
14 Oct., 1897 678. What would be the rate of carriage from Green’s Gunyah from there? 8s. or 9s. a ton.

679. What would the rate of carriage he from Urangeline to Corowa? About £2. _
680. Is it the same distance to Brookong from Corowa? Urangeline is about 10 miles nearer. Their 
rate of carriage might be 35s. According to the ordinary rate paid, it is probable that their carriage to 
Corowa would be os. less. I should reckon the Mahonga clip to be somewhat larger than the Brookong 
dip. The Brookong clip varies from 2,000 to 3,000 hales, or from 450 to 475 tons. The Mahonga clip 
would probably be about 500 tons. The Urangeline country, in the vicinity of the woolshed, is suitable 
for wheat. If there was any cultivation at present about Urangeline, they would have to pay 15b. a ton 
freight to reach Yerong Creek, which is the nearest railway station.

FRIDAY, 15 OCTOBER, 189Y
\_The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Urana, at 2 j>.m.]

JJtmttt:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C.M.G. j George Black, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed railway from The Bock to Green s Gunyah.

Charles Norman Gulley, stock and station agent, Urana, sworn, and examined :—
O, N. Culloy. 681. Chairman.] You are a resident of Urana? Yes; and I am a stock and station agent. _

682. You know the district thoroughly ? Yes ; I am honorary secretary of the local Progress Associa
te Oct., 1897. ^on_ j have been in the district for the last twenty years. Urana is at present isolated, having no

railwa.v communication. We have on the north of us the Jerilderie to Narrandera line, which at the 
nearest point is 18 miles distant from here, and owing to the nature of the country it is practically of no 
benefit. There was a survey made, 1 think, about three years ago from the Bock, via Green’s Gunyah, on 
to Clear Hills, south-east of Urana. The dotted line on the map shows approximately the situation of 
that line. If there were an alteration and the line started about 13 miles east of Urana.it would serve Urana 
and the settlement on the north-west. The route that 1 believe would be the most acceptable to the 
people of this neighbourhood and most beneficial to them, would be one coming direct from Green s 
Gunyah, down the travelling stock reserve to Urana, passing through Crown laud all the way from a point 
13 miles west of us. The line as surveyed by the Department of Bailways would go through Hooded 
country, which would mean a heavy expenditure in construction, and render it inaccessible. It would 
also pa'ss through private property all the way. The Clear Hills people, situated about 15 miles south of 

, Urana, are in accord with us. When I speak of Clear Hills, I mean a locality pretty well south of 
Urana, coming down as far south as old Clear Hills, and embracing a width of approximately 10 miles.
683. Yonr are an exponent of the views of the people of Clear Hills, when you advocate the extension
to Urana? Yes; from Urana to this settlement there are also Crown lands. The map in the possession 
shows the stock route and other reserves in that direction; then when you get from Urana south to Clear 
Hills you follow the travelling stock route first. .
684. Then, having made sufficient southing to pick up the dotted line, do you approve of the lest of the 
line into Berrigan ? I desire to limit my statement to the vicinity of Urana and Clear Hills. Daysdale

■ is
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is situated to the north of a parish named Coreen. The views I express are the views of the Daysdale people. C. N. Gulley. 
^85. The line, if extended as far as Green’s Gunyah, will be of no value to you at Urana? No.
€86. Still you view with favour this jiortion of the line which will eventually he constructed to or near 1 0 •> ■
Urana ? If the line came from The Hock straight down to Urana, it could at any time he continued to 
Clear Hills, My contention is that a line from The Hock forms a portion of the line for the eventual 
development of this district, and if it were brought to Urana, as 1 suggest, it could then turn in a 
southerly direction, and go through Clear Hills towards Daysdale. Within the last twelve months 15,000 
.acres havo been settled on.
687. What are the people going to do with that land ? It is nearly all good cropping land. Between the 
Nouraivie Settlement and Urana there are also some 9,000 acres of Crown lands to be thrown open. If 
the line came to Urana, those people would have it, at the nearest point, within 5 miles. North-east 
■of Urana, on tho boundaries of Buthawa and Brookong holdings, there is a large forest reserve of very 
good land, which comes within 7 miles of Urana. No doubt in a short time that land will be settled on.
There is a surveyor out now surveying some portion of it—about 3,000 acres. Should the line come from 
Green's Gunyah to Urana, down the travelling stock route, it would pass within 3 miles of that reserve.
■688. What is the freight from Urana to Coonong ? At the present time the freight from Urana to 
■Coonong is about £1, or 25s. for ordinary merchandise.
€89. Is there any wheat carriage ? I have nothing to do with wheat; but I should think that the cost of 
the carriage of wheat would be about the same.
€90. Would a running rate of Cd. a mile he Lhe charge for wool, as a rule ? I do not think so. With 
regard to the cost of road carriage, either from the New South Wales or Victorian railways, I have no 
knowledge in detail; hut I am able to state that the road from Urana to Coonong, which is our shortest 
road carriage to the railway system of New South Wales, is unsuitable for the traffic, and we cannot use 
it. On looking at the map oue would naturally think that the line which we should advocate would be 
cue from Coonong to Urana; but knowing the better country and the number of people a line from 
The Bock via Green’s Gunyah would serve, we are in favour of that route. It would pass through good 

•agricultural land ; but a line lhe other way would not. .
€91. How wide is the plain coming east from the Jerilderie.Narrandera. line ? With very little exception 
it is all plain.
€92. Suppose you left the Narrandera to Jerilderie line, and wore going east, how far would you travel 
•on plains before you reached the timber country? I think the plains would extend about 10 miles.

Percy Bollo Brett, Inspector of Stock, Urana, sworn, and examined :—
€93. Chairman.'] Did you hear the evidence of the last witness ? I did, and I agree with it. _ _
€91. Do you agree that that plain is about 10 miles wide ? I quite agree with the last witness that it is 
.about 10 miles.
€95. Do you know lhe freight for merchandise, wool, and wheat, from Urana to Coonong ? I know they 
have offered about 25s. for carriage to Coonong, this year, and could not get their stuff carried. 1 had 
wheat to send over, and fhey wanted 2s. 9d. a bag, which is about 25s. a ton. Tbe other day I sent over 
3 tons, when fourteen good horses got bogged. The road from Urana to Coonong has had, in places, very 
■considerable sums of money expended upon it, hut thus far with very little result.
€96. Is 25s. a ton a fair rate right through ? It is too high.
€97, Is it a fair index of what the people have to pay ? £1 is the lowest that I have ever known it to be. 
698, What is the rate from Urana to The Dock ? I could not say.
€99. Have you-carried to Corowa ? Yes; you can get a load from Corowa—hack loading—for £1 a ton.
700. What is a fair rate for a squatter to pay to have his wool carried from Urana to Corowa? About 
£2 a ton.
701. Would wheat he as much ? It would be quite as much.
'702. Therefore the freight from Urana to Corowa is approximately about £2 a ton, and is likely to remain 
so ? Yes ; except in the wool season, when you can get return loading. It may be done in summertime, 
under favourable conditions, from 25s. to 30s. a ton.
703. What is the road like from Urana to Green’s Gunyah ? It is very good, except on the Brookong 
plains, and there it is very bad.
704. How far are we from Green’s Gunyah? About 32 miles.
7< 5. How far is it to Corowa ? Fifty miles.
706. What do you consider would be a fair rate to Green’s Gunyah for wool or wheat? The road carriage 
from Urana to Green’s Gunyah would not he much less than that to Corowa, although the distance is 
nearly 20 miles less. In one or two places it is very bad road.
707. Have you any other information for us ? I. desire to give some information with regard to the land 
under cultivation, the development of settlement, and with regard to wool. If the line Mr. Culley 
-advocates is made, it would bring us at tbe nearest point 4 miles from the Urangeline wool-shed. That 
wool goes to Corowa. It is a very largo district, and tho clip in fair seasons would average from 
4,000 to 5,0C0 hales. The Buthowa wool also goes to Corowa. At Buthowa they shear about 30,000 
sheep in a fair season. At Burrengong they shear from 25,000 to 30,000 sheep, and that wool goes to Corowa. 
That wool would come here if the line were made as suggested. At Urangeline Station they shear 14,000 
■or ] 6,000 sheep, and the wool from there would come here. That would account for the larger stations. 
There are a number of smaller stations as well. Six miles south of here the whole country is selected in 
blocks of from 260 acres to 320 acres. The selectors are living on the land and clearing it for cultivation. 
The land is settled from a mile for a distance of 7 or 8 miles. Some of the selectors have as much as 50 
acres under cultivation. The land abuts the area that Mr. Culley said is now being surveyed on the 
Brookong holding. Oue of my sons and I have nearly 800 acres, and we intend to put the whole of it 
■under wheat- if we can get cheap carriage. I wish to emphasise the remark made by Mr. Culley in 
reference to the portion of line shown by dots on the map, coming from Green’s Gunyah cast of Urana. 
It will go through large pastoial estates and be contiguous only to a couple of portions of agricultural 
land. There are about three selectors who would be likely to go in for cultivation there. From where it 
Approaches the Urangeline Creek to Uranagong Lake, it would require to he piled nearly the whole distance, 
which I estimate at 3 miles. It would require other works also in addition to that.

P. E. Brett.

15^0cClf®7-

Herman

l
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Herman Ambrose Hill, storekeeper, Urana, sworn, and examined:—
H. A, Hill. 708. Chairman.] What is a fair charge for the carriage of goods from Urana to Coonong? In the 

-- winter months the rate of £1 a ton. 1
' c ^09. Is that for everything? Tes; for all merchandise. There is great difficulty in getting the stuff

carted, the roads are so bad.
710. What is it under favourable conditions ? Fifteen shillings a ton.
711. Do you know the freight to Cowra ? _ At present it is from 17s. to a £1 a ton, but that is on account 
of the return loading. Tho rate for wool is from 30s. to 35s. a ton. By making use of the return trips 
when the wool is carried we get stuff carried hack sometimes as low as 17s. 6d. a tou.
712. The rate you mention to Corowa would cover wheat and wool, would it uot? Tes.
713. Havo you had experience of carrying from any other stations in the district? I have had goods 
brought to Urana from Morunda, which is 20 miles nearer Narrandera than Coonong, at the same rate 
as from Coonong. The distance from Morunda to Urana is 32 miles.
714. Why would they rather go there ? Because the roads are more suitable for traffic.

[One plan. ]
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PAELIAMENTAEY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

EAILWAY FROM COOLAMON TO ARIAH.

EEPOET.

The Parliamentaey Standing Committee on Public Works, appointed during 
the first Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 
1888, 51 Vic. No. 37, the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889, 52 Vic. 
No. 26, and the Public Works (Committees’ Remuneration) Act of 1889, 53 
Vic. No. 11, to whom was referred the duty of considering and reporting upon 
“ the expediency of constructing a lino of railway from Coolamon to Ariah,” 
have, after due inquiry, resolved that it is not expedient that the proposed 
Railway be constructed; and, in accordance with the provision of sub-section 
(rv), of clause 13, of the Public Works Act, report their resolution to the 
Legislative Assembly:—

Reasons eor the Proposal.

1. The first action in regard to the construction of a railway from Coolamon 
to Ariah was taken in April, 1895, when the Member for the district waited upon the 
Minister for Public Works, and urged the necessity for a line from Coolamon to 
Merool Creek. A petition presented on this occasion represented the district to be 
adapted to both agriculture and pastoral pursuits, where wheat-growing was carried 
on extensively, and through which a railway could he constructed cheaply, the 
country presenting no engineering difficulties. Such a line as that proposed, it was 
also stated, would open up a large area of Crown land for settlement, and, in the 
opinion of the petitioners, there was no doubt that it would be found to pay, as it 
would give a great impetus to wheat-growing and farming generally.

A promise was given by the Minister that an officer should be sent to report 
upon the matter, and, accordingly, an examination was made by a surveyor, who 
reported in terms similar to the statements in the petition with regard to the nature 
of the country along the route of the proposed line, but pointed out that the land 
was largely undeveloped, the greater portion being used principally for pastoral 
purposes. The cultivated land, it was found, was only 21- per cent, of the country 
that would be benefited by the railway.

In 1896 the route of a line from Coolamon to Ariah was surveyed, and, as a 
result of an examination then made of the country to the east and west, an alternative 
proposal was brought under the notice of the Minister by the Enginecr-in-Chief for 
Railway Construction, who was of opinion that the shortest and cheapest route to 
.Ariah would be from Grong Grong, a station on the South-western Railway, 25 miles 
from Coolamon towards Narrandera. A survey from Grong Grong proved this to be 
correct, as there was a saving in length of nearly miles, and in cost of con
struction of £16,668, though the estimated cost per mile was somewhat higher. 
It was reported that the country through which the Grong Grong line would pass, 
though used generally for sheep, was well adapted for agriculture, and that there 
was a yearly increase of population, and an extension of the area under crop.

Subsequently
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Subsequently other routes came under notice, and are mentioned in the 
evidence given in the present inquiry. One, advocated by the Methul Railway 
League, would leave the Coolamon-Ariah surveyed line at about 17 miles from 
Coolamon, near Cowabbie station, and proceed by a more direct route to Ariah. 
Another route suggested is from Ganmain (a railway station 10 miles west of 
Coolamon) to Ariah ; a third is from Coolamon to Mandamah or Broken Dam; and 
a fourth from Temora to Ariah, via Mandamah.

It was decided by the Department of Public Works to submit the Coolamon 
to Ariah line to this Committee; but the Under-Secretary, in his evidence, expresses 
the opinion that, if any one of the lines be adopted, that from Grong Grong is the 
best, as it would serve the same purpose as the others at a lower cost.

Description of the Proposed Railway.
2. In addition to what has just been stated, it should be mentioned that the

surveyed line from Coolamon to Ariah passes along a travelling stock route for nearly 
the whole of the way. Commencing as a branch of the South-western Railway, at 
the Hay end of the Coolamon station, at 309 miles 40 chains from Sydney, it passes 
through the western portion of the town of Coolamon, in a north-westerly direction, 
to travelling stock reserve 1,914, and thence proceeds along the western boundaries 
of that reserve and travelling stock reserves 1,589 and 2,350, north-westerly, to 
342 miles 40 chains. Prom that point it goes in a northerly direction, partly through 
the last-mentioned reserve, and through alienated land, to the travelling stock 
reserve 12,453, on which it continues north-easterly to Ariah homestead, wit ere it 
terminates at 351 miles 24 chains 4 links; the total length of the line being 41 
miles 63'28 chains. The ruling grade on the route is 1 in 100, and the sharpest 
curve 15 chains radius. The country passed through is generally flat, and for only 
about 5 miles is private land intersected. '

Estimated, Cost.
3. The estimated total cost of the line is £91,307, or £2,185 per mile. The 

details of the estimate show £10,317 for earth-works; £3,710 for timber bridges and 
small timber openings; £1,746 for level crossings, cattle stops, fencing, and road 
diversions; £26,072 for permanent-way material; £19,767 for plate-laying, ballast
ing, and sleepers; £7,356 for station works and station buildings ; £4,500 for water 
supply; and other amounts, which, together with those preceding, make the total 
cost of the works £81,161 13s. 3d. The balance of the £91,307, which is £10,145 
6s. 9d., is the estimate, calculated at 12-i per cent., for engineering and contin
gencies.

Railway Commissioners’ Report.
4. The Report of the Railway Commissioners is unfavourable to the line. 

The annual cost is given as £6,253, which comprises £2,753 interest at 3 per 
cent, on the capital expenditure, and £3,500, cost of maintaining permanent-way 
and traffic and locomotive expenses. The traffic estimate is £2,047, made up 
of £1,543, the total estimated revenue from all sources exclusive of mails, and 
£504 for mails. The estimated annual loss is, therefore, £4,206. The Com
missioners recognise the fact that the land along the whole route of the railway 
is highly suited for agricultural purposes, but point out that settlement is exceedingly 
meagre. They also say that “ the traffic that would he obtained on tbe line is now 
sent either to Narrandera, Grong Grong, Coolamon, or Temora, and it is only an 
increased development of the country that can be looked to for any additional traffic 
that will he placed upon the existing lines.” Under present conditions, therefore, 
they do not see their way to recommend the construction of the proposed railway.

The Committee’s Inquiry.
5. In their inquiry, the Committee have examined official witnesses, from 

whom were obtained a description of tbe proposed line, and the reasons for the 
proposal, and also witnesses competent to give information with regard to the land 
likely to .be affected by the railway, and to the rainfall and the population of the 
district. A Sectional Committee was then appointed to inspect the route of the 
railway and the country the line is intended to serve, and to examine witnesses in 
the district. Their report will be found printed with the evidence taken before them.

. . Land
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Land in the Coolamon-Ariah District.
6. The country through which the route of the proposed railway passes, and 

which the line would serve, is very suitable for agriculture. The population of the 
district consists of pastoralists, who combine agriculture with sheep-farming, and 
selectors, who also carry out a system of mixed farming.

At the present time there is a considerable area of land under cultivation, 
and the prospects of further enterprise in this direction are satisfactory. Whenever 
land is thrown open by the Government it is readily taken up. Farmers from the 
other colonies are constantly inspecting the southern parts of New South Wales, 
looking for land, and any area made available for selection attracts more applications 
than can be granted. This desire to settle in the southern districts of the Colony is 
due to the character of the land and the facility with which it may be cultivated.

_ The rainfall in the district through which the proposed line would pass is over 
20 inches per annum, and the yield of wheat is stated to average about 16 bushels to 
the acre. Failure of crops, the Committee are informed, has taken place only when 
the conditions have been unfavourable throughout the Colony. “ Within a radius of 
100 miles of Narrandera, or perhaps more,” tbe Government Astronomer says, in 
his evidence before the Committee, “ the rain distribution is one of the best in the 
Colony. They have almost entirely satisfactory rains during the wheat-growing 
period. They have rain in the winter, when they sow the wheat, and an abundance 
of rain before December.” ■

Taking the land within 20 miles on each side, and within a similar distance 
north, of the proposed railway—an area which may fairly be regarded as that which 
would be affected by the line—there are within that limit 483,360 acres of alienated 
land, 25,760 acres under settlement and improvement leases, 206,080 acres of reserves, 
and 293,540 acres of Crown land. The Crown land consists of 217,470 acres of lease
hold land, which will be available between now and the year 1900, 55,750 acres of 
land held under occupation license, and 23,320 acres of untenanted land.

Objections to the Proposed Railway.
7. As a part of the Colony where settlement and production are satisfactorily 

progressing, the Coolamon-Ariah district has claims to consideration in the matter of 
railway commumcation; but the railway to Hay already serves a considerable portion 
of that district. To the statement of the Railway Commissioners that all the traffic 
which would be obtained by the line to Ariah is already sent to the existing railway 
system, either at Narrandera, Grong Grong, Coolamon, or Temora, may be added 
the opinion that, even if the proposed railway were constructed, some of this traffic 
would continue to go to one or other of those places. The new line would not 
attract it from localities to which the present railways, at one point or another, 
would still be equally convenient; and it is not contemplated to extend the line in 
the future northwards from Ariah, the intention being simply to construct it for the 
purpose of assisting the development of the Coolamon-Ariah district.

Another objection to the proposed railway is the direction in which it leaves 
the South-W estern railway at Coolamon. Instead of brandling off from the main line 
at a right angle, it leaves it at an acute angle, by which plan it remains, as the 
Sectional Committee point out, within the range of the influence of the Hay line for 
a longer distance than is desirable.

Other Routes.
8. At Warri, which is situated a few miles from Ariah, the line turn?, 

somewhat east of north, and, if it were desirable to only approach the country in the 
vicinity of Ariah, it would be sufficient for the present to construct the line to Warri 
A suggested deviation via Methul has much to recommend it if it be determined tc 
cany the produce southwards. A line from Grong Grong would, as far as Warri. 
be the most direct approach to the Hay line. Rut if a line from Coolamon, Grong 
Grong, or Ganmain, towards the north, be justifiable, other lines branching north
ward from other points on the South-Western railway will be required; and thus, 
in the course of time, there will be a number of short railways constructed to carry 
traffic, much of which is, and always will be, within the reach of the Hay line. 
Further, the produce of a territory lying west from Temora will be conducted south 
to be subsequently carried north along the main Southern line.

303—c Description
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Description of the Country West from Temora.

9. The Sectional Committee, in their Report, which deals very fully with 
this question, describe the country through which a line traversing this part of 
the Colony in a westerly direction would go, as on the whole fairly suitable for 
agriculture. Portions of it are broken, and belts of mallee and ironbark are met 
with; but of the total area of land which would be within the influence of the 
suggested railway, a vast proportion may be regarded as good. The annual rainfall 
in these districts varies from 18 to 22 inches, and although the smaller quantity is 
not sufficient in itself to prevent the growth of cereals from being at times uncertain, 
the fall is generally at such periods of tbo year that 18 inches for the twelve months 
would not prevent agriculture from being fairly satisfactory to the settler, and 
preferable to pastoral occupation alone.

It will be found stated in the evidence before the Sectional Committee that 
a fair net return from pastoral land in this district is about 3s. per acre, and from 
agricultural occupation, los. per acre. The rent paid by Crown lessees is stated to 
be a few pence per acre per annum; but it is said that if these lands were available 
for agricultural settlement, and within 15 miles of a railway, a very much higher 
rent could be obtained. There are about 340,000 acres of Crown lands within a 
belt of country 25 miles wide, extending westerly from Temora to a point 15 miles 
beyond Warri. West from this the extent of Crown lands is still greater, and the 
increased value which would be given to these hy railway communication is a matter 
of great importance.

A Preferable Scheme.
10. The question therefore arises whether the development of this part of the 

Colony cannot be brought about in a more advantageous manner.
In dealing with the matter of railway construction in any part of the Colony, 

it is as necessary to determine the extent to which areas outside the districts imme
diately affected by the proposal for a railway are concerned in the matter, as it is to 
decide upon the merits or otherwise of the proposal from evidence relating to the 
districts which the line is specially intended to serve. In other words, a railway 
proposal has a national as well as a local aspect, the former equally as important, if 
not more so, than the latter ; and it therefore is advisable, in regard to any proposed 
railway extension, to consider, not only whether it will be benefleial to tbe district 
through which it will run, but whether it will advantageously form part of a scheme 
for the systematic development of the whole of the adjacent territory.

As will be found stated in the report of the Sectional Committee, there lies 
between the Lachlan and the Murrumbidgee Rivers a great area of undeveloped 
country requiring railway communication.

To the south of a line drawn through Wyalong towards Hillston, and between 
it and the existing railway to Hay, the Sectional Committee point out, a distance of 
nearly 70 miles intervenes, which distance is fairly well maintained to Hillston. 
This area of country is closely concerned in the proposed line, and should he benefited 
by any railway construction in that part of the Colony judiciously planned and 
carried out.

Ho survey of the country between Temora and Ariah or Warri has been 
made; but it is known that there is no difficulty in the way of constructing a railway 
by this route. Por about 5 miles west of Temora the land rises somewhat, but a 
good grade could he obtained, and, after crossing the range, the country presents no 
engineering difficulties. A direct line from Temora to Ariah (or Warri) would be a 
little shorter than that from Coolamon to the same place, and the distance to Sydney 
would be less.

The Committee’s Recommendation.

11. The Committee have agreed to the following resolution :—
“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is not expedient the proposed Eailway from Coolamon 

to Ariah, as referred to the Committee hy the Legislative Assembly, be carried out,”

THOS. EWING,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
Sydney, 18th November, 1897.
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MINUTES OE EVIDENCE.

RAILWAY FROM COOLAMON TO ARIAH.

THURSDAY, 28 SEPTEMBER, 1807.

present:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chaieuait).

Tlie Hon. Eredeetck Thomas Humthery. 
The Hon. .Tames Hoskins.
The Hon. Chahi.es Tames Hoherts, C.M.G. 
Tho Hon. William Toskfii Thickett,
Tlte lion. Daniel O'Connok.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq,
Toiin Lionel Eegan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Erancis AnousiuB Wrigiit, Esq. 
Frank Earnell, Esq.

The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Coolamon
to Ariah.

Robert R P. Hickson, Under Secretary and Commissioner for Roads, Department of Public Works,
sworn, and examined :—

1. ChairmanHave you a statement to make? Yes; it is as follows :—■
Coolamon to Ariah.

The first Action in regard to this proposal was taken in April, 189.}, when Mr. Fitzpatrick, SI,?., nitli Mr. Wm. 
Fisher, of Coolamon, waited upon Mr. Secretary Young, and urged the necessity for constructing the line.

Mr. Fisher presented a petition signed by a large nnmbei of farmers settled in the district interested, giving reasons 
why the line should he constructed, and asking that a trial survey be made.

The Minister promised that lie would have an officer sent to report on the matter, and thereon Mr. Deane entrusted 
Mr. C. M 'D. Stuart to make an examination of the proposed route,

Mr. Stuart's report, which was submitted to the Minister on the 27th -Tune, 1895, showed that the line, which 
practically followed the travelling stock route, would pass over very flat country, and there would be no engineering 
difficulties. Also that the country passed through is good agricultural hmd, suitable for wheat-growing, and extends up to 
both sides of the range, which is low and narrow ; it is greatly undeveloped, the larger portion being used for pastoral 
purposes principally. The cultivated hmd is about 2£ por cent, of the country that would be benefited hy the proposed line.

The matter was not revived till April, 1896, when the Minister directed that this, amongst other proposals, should bo 
prepared for submission to the Public Works Committee, and at the same time lie authorised the survey to be carried out.

Air. Burge, on 9th December, 1896. reported the completion of the survey by Mr. Mocatta, the length of line being 
41 miles 63 chains 2S links, and the ruling grade 1 in 100. Estimated cost, .i'91,307, or £2,133 per mile, exclusive of land 
and compensation.

The Railway Commissioners, in response to the Minister's request, forwarded their report on file 11th December, IS96, 
which reads as follow'3 :—

In accordance with tho provisions of the ‘Public Works Act of 18SS,1 section 13, wc beg to report as under :—
Cost of GovttrnHion—

The Kiigincer-in-Chief for Construction estimates the cost of construction of a light i ail way
line (exclusive of land and compensation), at .................................................................... £91,770

R. R. P.
Hickson,

23 Sept., 1897.

Amuml C'cwf—
Annual expenditure at 3 per cent................................................................................... £2,753
Cost of maintaining permanent way, and traffic and locomotive expenses............. 3,500

_ ^ Total annual cost ......................................... £6,253
, Truffle Pttima/r— -----------

Total estimated revenue from all sources, exclusive of mails .................................. £1,543
Mails................................................................................................................................... 504

Total estimated traffic 62,017

The land along tlie whole route of the railway is of a high diameter for agricultural purposes. The settlement, 
however, is exceedingly meagre, and it will bo seen that the prospects of traffic are far below tlie annual cost that would be 
incurred in woiking the line, and leaving a considerable deficiency in the actual daily expenses to be made up, as well as 
the whole of the interest on the capital outlay.

The traffic that would be obtained on the lino is now sent either to 'Natnuidcrn, Grong Greng, Coolamon, orTemora, 
and it is only an incrcio-ed development of the country that cun he looked to for any additional traffic that will be placed 
upon the existing lines.

Under tlie existing conditions we cannot see our way to recommend the construction of the lino.
The Common Seal of the Paifway Commissioners of ^ G' cp-Urmnnussioiicr. 

j\ew tSoiith Wales wna hereunto altixeu t-lus I nur - T1 f-hc: ht ivitv? 
eleventh Hay of .December, one thousand eight [ ^ ‘ ^ J J 'ueir/n 
hundred and nincLv-'dx, in the |jicschcc of,— l Kl-'flON*1 " ^

lL McDvcuoax-. I • 1 '
808—A When
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R. R. P. When the survey from Coolamon to Ariah was being carried out, Mr. Deane, in a minute to the Under-Secretary,
Hickson. dated 24th June, 1896, pointed out that in order that the Minister might have full infonnation as to possible alternative

routes, he had directed the surveyor to examine the country both to tile cast and west. Mr. Dcano was of opinion that 
23 Sept., 1897. the shortest and cheapest is undoubtedly thatjoining at Grong Grong, and as it is reported to go through c(|ually good country 

and serve the residents as well, it would seem to bo preferable to tho travelling stock route. The Minister approved of the 
survey being made, and on tbe 7th January, 1897, -Mr. Burge reported its completion by -Mr. Wilkins, tbe length of the lino 

_ being 32 miles 25 chains. Ruling giadcs I in 100 and 1 in 7u, and sharpest curve 16 chains radius. The estimated cost being 
. .-£74,639, or at tbe rate of £2,310 per mile.

Tbe country this line would pass through is generally composed of boree and mulga flats, and is used generally for 
sheep, but is well adapted for agriculture, and there is a yearly increase of population, generally from Victoria, who are 
taking up land for wheat growing. The first 9J miles is chiefly through Crown property, and this is also the case on the 
part common to tlie Coolamon trial line.

A petition from residents of Grong Grong, Xarraudera, £c., was forwarded by Mr. Fitzpatrick, M.P., urging the 
adoption of this rontc, and recently tho Grong Grong Railway League wrote urging its construction, when the Minister 
approved of their being informed that if the line from Coolamon to Ariah was referred to the I’ubhc Works Committee, it 
would be competent for them to urge their claims for a deviation before that body.

A route was also advocated by the Methul Hadu ay League, which would leave the surveyed route along the travelling 
stock route at about 17 miles from Coolamon, near Cowabbie Station, traversing private property for tho whole of the distance 
(about 22 miles) to Ariah. Mr. Deane, in a minute to tlie Minister, stated that in adopting this route there would be a 
small saving in distance, but this is counterbalanced by tho inconvenience of leaving tho main road, and the difficulty 
and expense of making roads of access to tho line. The matter then dropped.

In his report, dated 2Sth February, 1S93, on the proposal from Coolamon to Broken Dam, Mr. Burge refcired to an 
alternative line, which would be almost identical with this proposal, Coolamon to Ariah, and Mr. Wilkins also explored a 
line from Narttiiidera to Ban-ellan, which would nm parallel to the Coolamon to Ariah line, and serve almost tlie same 
district.
2. "Which line iloes the Department suggest P The line submitted to the Works Oommitfce is the Ooolatnon 
to Ariah line, but I think that if either line is to be adopted the Grong Grong lino would be the best. It 
will serve the same purpose at a less cost. >
d. Do you know what the Ariah to Temora line would be like? Iso.
4, Have you any knowledge of the matter? I have no knowledge of that country at all.
5. What is the difference between the expenditure and tho income as estimated by the Department? The 
animal cost is estimated to be £0,253, tbe total income from traffic £2,Ok?, leaving a difference of £4,200. 
0. What would he lhe cost ot a line from Ariah to Grong Grong? About iCfi.OOO.
7. Mr. Hoskins.] Would it not cost more to make? It would cost more per mile, but the distance being 
shorter the tofnl cost would be less.
8. Mr. Boberts.] What would bo tlie loss, reckoning working expenses only and disregarding interest
upon outlay upon rhe projected line from Coolamon ? £1.453.
9. Chairman.] What is the Departmental justification for this line ? The Minister hopes that the making 
of the hue will increase settlement, and so bring in a large revenue.

Henry Deane, Engineer-in Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, sworn,
and examined:—

H. Deane. 10. Mr, JPegan^] Have you got a statement? No ; I had a statement prepared for tbe Under Secretary, 
- an(j i (Jq nof; know that 1 have anything else to say. I hand in the following detailed estimate of the cost
23 Sept., 1897.0f tlie proposed railway :—

11 November, 1896.
Coolamon to Ariah.

Estimated cost of a single lino of railway 41 miles 63‘28 chains in length with 60-lb rails. Ruling grade 1 in 100.
Sharpest curve, lo chains radius at junction.

Description,

Earthworks ..........................................................................
Timber bridges and small timber openings.........................
Level crossings, cattle stops, fencing and road diversions
Permanent way materials ...................................................
Freight, &c...............................................................................
Platelaying, @ 1$.—£3,677 1 2s.............................................
Ballasting (j-) @ 3s. 6d.-=£3,‘217 18s....................................
Sleepers, @ 2s. Gd.—£12.2/7 12s. Gd...................................
Station works, including junction and sidings .................
Station buildings: waiting-sheds, £310; platform. £200; loading-banks, £450; goods-shed, 

£300; station-master’s house, £200; grain-sheds, £500 ; 20-ton weighbridge, £275 ; 5:ton| 
crane, £200; eoginc-shud, £500; coal-stage, £200; carriage-shod, £200 ; turntable, C600 a
sheep yards, £150................................................................... . ...................................................

"Water supply .....................................................................................................................................
Telegraph ...................................................................................................................................................
Gradient and mileage posts .................................................................................................................
Miscellaneous ..........................................................................................................................................

Eslimatefl cost. Ai crii'-e 
]>crni1]c.

£ s. d. 
10,317 5 0 
3,710 2 6 
1,746 0 0 

26,072 7 3 
5,!I3S 16 0

£
247
89
42

624
142

19,767 2 6 473

3,266 0 0 78

4,090 0 0 93
4,500 0 0 108

027 0 0 15
627 n 0 15
500 0 0 12

Cost of works .......................................................... .......
Engineering and contingencies, 124 per cent., nearly .

Total cost.

31,161 13 3 
10,145 6 9

91,307 0 0

243

Average cost per mile 2,184 17 0

H. What is the chief product that will be carried on the proposed line ? It is intended to tap the wheat
growing district and to serve tho free selectors.
12. Have you been over the line? Tes, a short time ago. I started from Coolamon and returned via 
Temora.
13. I suppose your chief object ultimately is to connect with Temora or Wyalong? I do not think so. 
There is no proposal to connect in any way with the existing lines at any other point.
14. I see that the cost will be £91,770, and (lie annual expense will be something like £6,253, whilst the 
traffic will only return about £2,017 ? That is the Railway Commissioners’ reporl, I think,
15. That means a heavy loss from the beginning ? It does. 16.
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1G. With no prospect o( gettieg more than you have on your estimate ? Of course it is not my business H. Beane, 
to advocate a lino. T am here lo represent the engineering and construction part of tho question. When _
1 went over the line a short time ago, [ saw a good many of tlie residents at the Ariah end, and, of course, 23Sept., 1897. 
they are very much in want of a railway. But they are not particular whether it goes from Toolatnon or 
any other point as long as they got a railway. They say that the area under cultivation is very largely 
increasing, and that there are large areas of Crown land that have heen, and which will be cut up, affording 
room for a very large extra settlement. They also told me that they had heard what has been proposed 
with regard to the Gfreen’s Gunyah line, namely, that special rates should be charged, and that there 
should be a, kind of tax levied on the land, and that they would he quite prepared to advocate the same 
for their district if thereby the construction of the line would be secured.
17. That is the residents adjacent to the proposed line? Yes.
IS. Mr. Hickson’s report says :—

Mr. Beane was of opinion that the shortest ami cheapest route is undoubtedly that joining at Grong Grong, and as it is 
reported to go through equally good country, and serve tlie residents as well, it would seem to bo preferable.

Is that so? Yes; I think that was some observation which I made when the question was raised some .
time ago.
ID. It continues :—

The Minister approved of the survey being made on 7th January, 1897. Mr. Burge reported its completion by Mr.
Wilkins, the length of the lino being 32 miles 35 chains; ruling grades 1 in 100 and 1 in 75, and sharpest curve 16 chains 
radius, the estimated cost being £7‘t,639, or at the rate of £2,310 per mile.
Tlie difference in mileage would bo 41 miles as compared with 32 miles ? Yes.
20. How is it that this has been placed before tbe Committee instead of the other if the other is a shorter 
route ? I believe the Minister preferred to have this line submitted, after considering the requirements 
of the people in the district. Tho opinion formed was that this line as submitted would suit the residents 
of the line along the route to a larger extent than any line more nearly at right angles to the south-western 
railways. There arc a good many farmers in the neighbourhood of Cowabbie, to the right of the station.
21. Are they freeholders? They are conditional purchasers.
22. Then if the line were brought from Grong Grong it would uot benefit them ? Mo, they would be left out,
23. "What population would the line from Grong Grong suit? That line would go in a direct line to 
"Warri, where there is settlement. There are also some considerable Government reserves, which will 
probably be opened up for settlement.
24. I suppose there is not much engineering difficulty with regard to the construction of tlie line ? No.
25. The ti\o lines are about equal in that respect ? Yes.
26. "Would you have any difficulty in getting sleepers there ? Wo should have to bring them hy tlie
railway, or they could be obtained from the range, which runs pretty nearly north and south about six 
miles to the west of Temora. ”
27. Then you havo not any adjacent to the route of the line ? None to speak of.
2S. Is all that good agricultural country P It is magnificent country.
29. Ycry liltle of it is forest country? Very little, except pine forest. I was told that there were very 
large quantities of fine pine to the north-west of "Warri, but that is not suitable for permanent way pur
poses, or bridges.
30. AVbat is your estimated cost of getting sleepers ? I put down sleepers at 2s. Od.
31. Is not that rather a low price ? Yes ; but I think that they can be got for that.
32. In your estimate of the proposed line from Condoboliu to Euabalong, you put down tbe sleepers at 
4s. 3d. ? Yes ; there will be long carriage there. The ranges where iron-bark is found have onlv a very 
scanty and stunted growth of timber, and a great deal of it has already been worked out.
33. Have you any extra charge for bridges along lhe line, not shown on the plan ? No ; there is not very
much. The estimated cost of waterways and culverts amounts to £89 per mile. ’
34. How many stations do you intend to have on the line ? 1 think three or four, but tbe accommodation
will be mostly in the way of short sidings without any buildings
35. What would be the thickness of your ballast ? I should do without ballast as much as possible.
About a quarter of the line would be ballasted, as there are some places where the ground is rather wet.
3G. Where do you intend to get your water supply from ? We shall have to make artificial reservoirs ;
£4,500 is put down for that.
37. That will make, I suppose, about three reservoirs? Yes, possibly. There is a creek at the far end,
but it has not been tested sufficiently. There is always water to bo got there in the sand, but I am 
doubtful whether it would answer the purpose of a locomotive supply. I have reckoned upon having to 
make excavated tanks. ’
38. What would your earthworks ehiefy consist of ? Embankments ; but at Coolamon there would be a 
few cuttings.
39. So there would be very little difficulty as regards the construction of this line? No difficulty.
40. Is there anything else but agricultural country there ? There are a good many sheep. Cowabbie is 
a sheep run.
41. But the majority there are small settlers ? On tho eastern side of the run there are a good many
small settlers, but tlie run itself is occupied by sheep. •
42. Bo you think there is any probability of this lino paying in the near future? I would rather avoid 
giving an opinion on that, 1 should like to point out, as 1 did in the case of tho Green’s G-nnyah line,
that there are a number of Government reserves which have been cut up, and leaseholds which will soon -
fall in, and if tho railway could be benefited to tbe extent of some part of the increased value, as recom
mended some years ago by the Eailway Commissioners, it would reduce the cost of the line—that is to say, 
it would reduce the capital, and would enable it to pay at a much earlier date.
43. At tbe same time getting rid of the land. "Whilst you are making the interest less 3roa arc giving
away the State estate ? Yes, it is quite a proper thing to do. The policy of the country is evidently to 
sell the public estate as fast as possible, and if the money were devoted to the railways it would be a very 
proper way of dealing with it. J
44. I suppose you have no idea of the area of tho reserves which you menl ionod ? I havo asked the Under 
Secretary to write to the Lands Department to obtain it, but the information lias not been received yet.
45. You prefer that we should ask the officers of the Eailway Department whether they would recommend 
the construction of tho line ? Yes. Perhaps this would be a fitting time to say that when I was up

there
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H. Deane, there it was pointed out to me by I bo residents of Warri. wbicb is wbere the line bends to the north, that 
2JSe"t'*T897 ’'vaa ^lr enough for the line to go; that if it went to the 315-inilo peg, that was all that the 

eP ’’ ' settlement required—that is, (! miles Jess than is proposed. The line goes on to Ariah. 1 had
instructions to mate it to that point. Ariah is a station in the possession ot tlie Bank of New South 
Wales, and they are waiting to see what is likely to be done to the matter of railway construction. If tho 
line is made the land will be thrown open on the share principle.
4Ci. By reducing it hy G miles you would save very little ? Ths cost of that part of the, line would be 
about £2,000 a mile ; that would tie £12.000. "
47. Mr. /tofier/s.] What is the distance from Temora to Ariah P Thirty-nine miles.
4S, As against 41 miles from Ariah to Coolamon P Yes.
49. Would the construction of a railwav from Temora to Ariah be more difficult or more expensive than 
the making of a railway from Ariah to Coolamon P I do not think there would he very much difference. 
The first G miles out of Temora would be the most expensive part of tho line. It would have to mount 
the low ridge shown on tho map ; hut after you get on the top it is practically level right across.
50. Could you give us a rough guess as to what the cost per mile would be to make a railway from Temora

' to Ariah ? I should think that, taking into consideration the smaller mileage, the total cost would he
about the same.
51. Does it not appear to you that a line from Ariah to Temora would he of greater advantage to the 
people around Ariah, inasmuch as the distance to he traversed to Sydney would bo much less ;—can you 
give us the distances from Sydney to Coolamon, Temora, and Ariah. and the difference in tho mileage ? 
I can give it in this wav: The distance from Temora to Ariah is 39 miles ; the distance from Sydney to 
Ariah, via Temora, is 330 miles; by way of Coolamon, 351 miles ; and by way of Grong Grong, 3G6 miles.
52. The distance from Ariah to Sydney would be much shorter, would it not, than the distance from Ariah 
to Melbourne, via Wagga Wagga? It would be about the same, I think, hut I have not the figures here.
53. Is it true that you suggested the Grong Grong route to Ariah as beiug preferable to the Coolamon 
route ? Yes ; there is a minute to that effect.
54. That would be on the ground of economy ? Yes.
55. In making that suggestion did you take into consideration the possibility of connecting Ariah with 
Temora? I did not.
56. On second thoughts, would it not appear to you to be a preferable route ? Looking at it from a 
different point of view altogether.—yes. But if you want simply to connect Ariah or Warri with the 
existing railway, no doubt the best way is to come down on to tlie south-western line. If you are looking 
to the future development of the railways, having a proper system to serve the country—cutting it up 
into strips, as it were—then I think tho other connection should receive consideration.
67. You recommend the route from Grong Grong to Ariah, in preference to that from Temora to Ariah, 
on account of its being cheaper? Yes, merely on account of its being cheaper.
58. In making that recommendation, have you taken into consideration the extra haulage of goods over 
the line ? lleferring to Mr. Hickson's statement, I see that the words put into my mouth are : “ Mr. 
Deane was of opiuion that the shortest and cheapestis undoubtedly that joining at Grong Grong, and as it 
is reported to go through equally good country and serve the residents as well, it would seem to he 
preferable to the travelling stock route.”
59. Would the line go through private land all the way from Grong Grong to Warri, or to Ariah ? I do
not know. I will havo the report looked up. *
60. Are you able to say that if the line were recommended to go that way the owners of the land would 
be prepared tc; give what land is required for the construction of the railway ? J. think it should be 
made a stipulation. I find that it is stated in the report that the first 91- miles is chiefly through Crown 
property.
61. As regards the resumption of private land, the cases would be similar, whether the line went hy way 
of Coolamon or Grong Grong ? The line hy way of Coolamon goes by a travelling stock route nearly 
all the way.
62. In either case, you think there should be a stipulation ? I think so.
63. AVouhl ihe same rule apply with regard to tho suggested line from Temora to Ariah ? Yes : a great 
deal of it would ho along the travelling stock route. There would he some properties to purchase at the 
'Temora end. You could not expect residents there to give the land free.
64. 1 suppose the cost of resumptions would not be a formidable amount ? Ho. 1 think the line could 
probably be laid out to cut into the properties very little, especially if it follows the travelling stock route.
65. Have you not heard that the country from Barmedman to Hillston—and that would probably take 
in the land from Ariah to Hillston—was very unsuitable for railway construction, as there are numerous 
ranges ? It is ridgy, but there is no difficulty about getting a railway through it. You could not make 
a very cheap line.
66. I asked Mr. Harper, when he was here, about the country from Barmedman to Hillston, and I think 
he said he had heen over it. and he did not look upon it with any favour as being suitable for 
railway construction compared with the line from Cudgellico ? That would he so.
07. You have not been over the country between Barmedman to Hillslon? I have not, hut I have been 
round by Cudgellico.
68. Would not that country from Wyalong to CuJgeliico, and Cudgellico to Hillston, give a favourable
grade ? Yes. ^ 1
69. What would be the grade between Coolamon and Ariah? 1 in 100.
70. And the same from Grong Grong to Ariah ? I think that could probably be obtained.
?I. Would the grade from Temora to Ariah be a less favourable one ? There are no surveys, hut I do 
not think there would be very much difficulty.
72. The only difficulty would be getting over that range a few miles out of Temora? Yes.
73. I think you said that some of the people around Ariah had expressed their willingness to submit to a 
tax at so much per acre, with a view to getting a railway ? AYhat they said was that they would fall in 
with the same conditions that were proposed for the Green’s Gunyah line.
74. When you say "they,” how many people do you refer to—to all the principal landholders, or only 
one or two ? I think all of them. I called at Mr. Boyd’s place on the way to Ariah. Some of the 
residents had been on the lookout for me. I think there were ten of them at Mr. Boyd’s, and they all

represented
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represented about 1,000 acres, or more, each of cultivator! lanri, land actually under crop, and they were H. Dflatie, 
evidently a representative party. They assured me that the residents generally would be prepared to do 
it. There were several others who were not there, but who also had a considerable quantity of land “3 Sept.,1397. 
under cultivation, but I understood they were all of the same view.
75. la the land from Coolamon to Ariah, Crong G-rong to Ariah. and Temora to Ariah, all of tho same 
class—equally well adapted for the produciion of wheat ? Yes ; it is all escellent hmd, all red soil; some 
of it a little more sandy, and some of it a little slilfor There arc in the neighbourhood of Warri and 
Ariah some low ridges, hut they do not take up very much of tho country.
7(i. Were you able to gather, in conversation with the residents of the district of Ariah, that any largo 
settlement would lake place if a railway were brought there ;—was there any evidence of a demand for 
agricultural land ? Yes, there was. A great many Victorian farmers are going about the southern 
parts of the Colony looking for land, aud whenever land is thrown op on by the Government, thero arc 
many more applications than can be granted.
77. Is that in view of the construction of a new railway? Xo ; oven without that. The value of the laud 
would bo very much affected by the construction of a railway, and the Government might expect to got 
largely increased values. .
7S. Can you tell us what area of laud is under cultivation around Ariah ? No ; 1 have no staiistics. But 
I pointed out to the residents there that no doubt in a lew weeks a Sectional Committee would be passing 
through, and I strongly advised them to have all their facts ready,
79. Bid you sec much laud under cultivation ? Yes, a good deal. Even going along the road you sec a 
good deal. There was one farmer named Eogarty, who seems to have fully 1,000 acres under cultivation in 
two blocks; then the Boyds, whoso property adjoins the main road, have very large areas.
80. Do they send their wheat to Coolamon ? Yes.
81. How would a line suit from Narrandera in the direction of 'Warri ? There was an examination of a 
route from Narrandera to Barrellan. I think it is mentioned in Mr. Hickson's statement.
82. What is the length of it ? Twenty-four and a half miles.
83. Would that be west of Warri ? Yes,
St. Has tho route from Narrandera to Barrellan been considered by the Minister? I should think there 1 
is no doubt about it. He had the report before him.
85. Would not such a line increase the length of the journey to Sydney ? Yes, it would he longer than 
via Grong Grong. '
80. What rails do you intend to use on the proposed line? Sixty pound rails.
87. Would the line be fenced ? No, there is no necessity to fence it.
83. Have you found other unfenced lines to answer satis lac tor ily ? There have been no serious objections 
raised. ” '
89. There have been no serious collisions with stock ? No ; the traffic is always carried on in the daytime.
90. Mr. Mack.] Bo you know the country between Temora and Ariah? Yes; Ihave been through
there. .
91. Is it as good as that between Coolamon and Ariah? It is very much the same class of country, till 
you come to the range, within a few miles of Temora.
92. Then, possibly, it might not open up such a good wheat-growing area ? I think it would ; but there 
is very little settlement there. There is some settlement about Broken Bam, but there is not the same 
amount of cultivation that there is on the Coolamon to Ariah route.
93. ̂ Mr. Lee.] Does the route from Coolamon to Ariah pass along the travelling stock reserves ? As soon 
as it gets out of the town boundaries it follows the travelling stock route all the way to Warri, Itpasses 
through some private land, which will be shown in the Book of Iteference.
94. Eroin Warri to A.riali is about 10 miles? No, (5 miles.
95. That line seems to take a short turn to tbe north ? Yes.
90. And is also a rather irregular route ? Yes. .
97. Is that owing to the nature of the country ? It has heen laid out like that with tho view of gelling a 
surface line. The country rises aud is rather ridgy to the right. It is slightly undulating.
98. Prom Grong Grong to Warri is about 31 miles? 1 think so. 0
99. As the dotted line is shown on the map from Grong Grong to Warri, between those points 10 miles 
would be saved ? Yes ; it is about 9J miles, 1 think.
100. As a matter ol iact, you enn go from Grong Grong to Ariah in about 31 miles ? The distance from 
Coolamon lo Ariah is 41 miles 25 chains; from Grong Grong to Ariah is 32 miles.
101. That is 32 less (J, so that it is 25 miles from Grong Grong to Warri ? Yes.
.102. You say that the people said that if the line terminated at Warri it would meet all the requirements 
of the district? Yes, of present settlement.
103. Under these circumstances, would it not be the better way to let it go from Grong Grong to Warri ? •
Yes; I put that before the Minister. ^ ° ■
104'. I presume there are no engineering difficulties ? No, none.
105. None lhat would necessitate a more costly line? No. I think the country is slightly more un
dulating, but the construction would ho cheap.
106. But if there were an increase in the cost, do you think it would bo much ? No.
107. The difference in cost would be more than saved by the reduction in distance ? Yes. The residents 
of Warri appear to be very anxious that tho line should join the south-western railway at Ganmain.
108. \\ hy did they Juvour that in preference to the apparently closer connection at Grong Grong ? It 
would effect a saying of distance, and therefore a reduction of cost over the Coolamon connection, and it 
would not bo so tar round as to Grong Grong. It appeared to me somewhat of a compromise between tbe 
two. It is stated, although I cannot verify it, because I have not had the country examined, that tlie 
country between Cowabbie and Ganmain is very flat, and that there would be less difficulties there than 
on any other route.
109. Of tlie three proposed starting-points—Coolamon, Ganmain, and Grong Grong—which do you think 
is the best? 1 should not like to say without having Ganmain examined as a junction.
110. We have the Coolamon project before us, and even at its initiation it is shown that wc could havo a 
better connection at Grong Grong. Therefore, we should like to know from you which would be the 
most desirable point to start from ? As a matter of railway policy, I could scarcely give an opinion; but

as
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H. Deane. aa a matter o£ cos!., I have no douhfc that the G-rong G-rong route would be the cheapest. The Ganmain 
route would probably bo verv little more than the Grong Grong, and the Coolamon route would bo the 

‘iJBept-’1My7. most expensive.
111. Mr. Wright^ Can you give the Committee the distance that it would be from A.riali to Sydney via 
Coolamon, via Grong Grong, and via Temora? Tes ; via Temora, 330 miles ; from Coolamon, 351 miles; 
via Grong Grong, 366 miles.
112. That gives 21 miles in favour of Temora ? Tes.
113. What kind of bridges do yon propose to build? Timber bridges.
114. Have you provided for good openings for the heavy flow of water? Tes.
115. Do you cross the Cowabbie Creek ? Tes.
116. That being a flat country, there is a vast accumulation of water after heavy rains ;—are you satisfied 
that you have provided sufficient openings for the water to get away ? Yes.
117. What provision have yon made for conserving water on the route for traction purposes? I have
put down £4,500 for water supply. -
118. Tou will have practically to conserve all the water that you require? Tes.
119. What is your opinion of the holding quality of tlie country for tanks ? I think that will be all right, 
even if we have to line the tanks.
120. Did yon make inquiries ? I discussed the matter. ,
121. £4,500 would build four tanks, at about £1,000 each ? Tes.
122. How much a yard do you allow for excavations in that country? About Is. 3d.
123. I think you said that the alternative route marked “tub Grong Grong” on the map, went nearly all
through purchased land ? No. '
124. As a matter of fact, is there any Crown land except the Grong Grong Plains ? I think the lirst Si
miles is Crown land. There is some leasehold and some pastoral land,
125. Grong Grong Plains is all purchased land ? There is a good deal of purchased land ; butl am pretty 
well certain that tho report stated that there was 9i' miles of Crown land at the southern end,
120. You stated that you got ironbark sleepers for Temora? Tes; along the range. .

• 127. Have you ever got good sleepers there ? 'They are cutting them now, and carting them into Temora.
The trees are not large, but a great many sleepers have been cut.
128. They are destroying the forests by cutting saplings down ? 1 do not know.
129. Have we no wood that would supply the place of ironbark for railway sleepers ? Not that will do so
well. ■
130. Do you know anything about the quality of bloodwood? Tes; it is very durable, but it is almost 
impossible to get it without its being full of gum-veins. It breaks up.
131. Would not bloodwood last underground longer than ironbark ? I do not think there have been any 
tests.
132. What about red gum ? It is a very good timber.
133. Tou can get red gum more cheaply than ironbark ? I do not know that you can. It depends upon
the carriage. ”
134. In proposing to construct railways in the southern districts, we might raise the question whether 
other timbers could not be got more cheaply than ironbark ? I should rather doubt whether you could 
get bloodwood for the same price, and I do not think it is a timber that splits very well.

mi DAY, 24 SEPTEMBER, 1897.

Utrsmt;—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The lion. Eredertce Thomas Humphery. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Thickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connou,
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Dee, Esq.
John Lionel Began, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Eaq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus,, Wright, Esq 
Frank Earnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Coolamon to Ariah.
I Hugh McLachlan, Secretary to the Eailway Commissioners, sworn, and examined :—

H. 135. Mr. SasmU.~\ Have you a statement to make? No. I understand that the report of the 
McLachlan. Commissioners has been laid before the Committee hy the Department of Public 'Works. That really gives 

24Se*'t""l897 v^e'ys Commissioners in regard to the matter. '
eP ■> • 136, Jg the estimate submitted as to the cost of the railway, and the amount of probable traffic, as nearly

correct as you can make it ? Tes. I may say that the estimate of traffic was made by Mr. Harper, who 
feels more satisfied with this estimate titan with any that he has made yet. ■ He has taken every station 
and every holding. v ‘
137. The total cost of constructing this line is estimated at £91,770 ? Tes.
138. The working expenses and interest on capital amount to £6,253 per annum ? Tes.
139. As against an estimated revenue from traffic from all sources of £2,047 ? Tes.
140. And that shows a total annual loss of £4,206, or a loss over and above working expenses alone of 
£1,453? Tes.
14L Have you formed any opinion as to whether this traffic would be increased by the construction of 
the line, or does Mr. Harper’s estimate cover the probable increase in the traffic ? It covers tho traffic 
we may reasonably expect to get, but it does not provide for any development of business.
142. 8u there would be a prospect of increased traffic if. the line were constructed and the land brought 
under cultivation ? Yes.
143. Do you expect any large increase? Tes ; the district is a very favourable one for agriculture. It
is good land right through, and no doubt if a line were made there would be a certain increase in 
production. 144,
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141, Do you know whether Mr, Ha.qier took into consideration in making his estimate the possibility of ^cj^i].|]!(n 
securing any traffic that now goes to Melbourne? There is no competitive traffic in this case. We 
practically get it all. . iQ -p 21 Sept,., 1897.
145. So, if no railway were constructed, the traffic must come on to the line at some point r ± radically 
there is no competitive business in it. The business belongs to Sydney at the present time.
146. So that you could not get any fresh business in that respect? No,
147. Tou do not know anything about that part of tho country ? I have not been over the route.
148. It is said that that country is good for agricultural pursuits ? It is no doubt an escellent district,
aud very suitable for agriculture. _
149. Any increase in the traffic could only be the result of a largely-increased area being put under
cultivation ? Yes. _ , .
150. What do the Bailway Commissioners themselves think in reference to it? Their conclusion is 
summed up in lhe last words of tlie report, that they do not recommend the line, although they look on it 
as one capable of developing tbe country to a large extent without; any competitor coming in to secure tho 
business.
151. There is no necessity to construct the line to cut anyone else out ? No.
152. It appears that under tlie most favourable circumstances the line must result in a pretty heavy
annual loss ? Yes. _ ,
153. Therefore, under these circumstances, the Commissioners cannot see their way to recommend it.
No.
154. More particularly as no fresh traffic would be intercepted ? No ; except what would result from
the development of the country by increased settlement. _
155. That is tile only direction in which you could look for increased business ? That is it—from tlie
development brought about by the construction of tho railway. . _
156. Have you any idea whether the country is held in large or small holdings? The proposed lino
follows one of the stock routes. There is a good deal of settlement in the district; a good number of 
selectors, aud thero are one or two large holdings. _
157. Have you any knowledge of tlie country between Temora and Ariah ? Tho Commissioners have 
some knowledge of that tract, and it is one that they think might reasonably bo considered. This lino, 
with a number of others, enters mto what you might call debatable country. It is a debatable question 
whether you should make the railway from Coolamon to Ariah, or from 'Temora. I'm Temora- it is 
about 30 miles nearer to Sydney, but the land on the Coolamon route is bettor agricultural country, and 
is more likely to load to development. Temora is one of the points from which you might make a railway 
to Hillston. It is a debatable question as to the route which should be selected. Tbe Commissioners Ho 
not look upon the extension to Ariah as likely to go beyond that place. They look upon it as a local lino 
to develop that particular district.
158. They consider that it will stop at Ariah ? Yes. _ ,
159. Taking the view that the line might be extended from Temora, they would look upon it as practically
an extension in tho direction of Hillston ? Yes, that is the debatable point. Tho Commissioners do not 
look into tho question of routes, but they see that that is fairly open to consideration. . _ _
160. Would they think it advisable for a Sectional Committee in visiting that locality to inqtfire into that 
proposal to also take into consideration the extension of the railway from Temora? They think that would 
be a reasonable thing for the Committee entrusted with the investigation of tho matter, to do. ^
161. Mr. lioberts.~\ I sec from the Bailway Commissioners’ report that the interest on the capital expen
diture is charged at 3 por cent. ? Yes. _ _
162. How long have you charged 3 per cent. ? About twelve months. I think that the case of the city 
railway was the first one in which it was done.
163. You regard that as a fair charge at the present time ? Yes. _
Hit. With regard to the proposal before the Committee, did not Mr. Deane recommend the construction 
of a line from Grong Grong 1 o Ariah ? That is a matter which would not come before the Commissioners, 
although I understand that a line has been surveyed from Grong Grong as well as from Coolamon. The 
question of the route is a matter which is not referred to the Commissioners. The line is referred to 
them, aud they report upon the commercial aspect of it.
165. Mr. Deane’s recommendation, then, would only go before the Minister? Yes.
166. The Minister would not obtain the opinion of the Railway Commissioners as to tho route? Not as
a rule. * ...
167. "When tho "Railway Commissioners say that they cannot recommend the construction of this line, do
Ihey take into consideration the possibility of increased sctilomcnt and consequently increased traffic on 
lhe railway if it could he constructed ? No ; they-look at the question as to whether the line is likely to 
be a paying line in itself. The development of the country is, perhaps, a matter of policy. The
Commissioners look at it in a commercial light, and it is apparent that this lino will not pay.
168. They form their opinion upon the actual production at the time? That is so. _
169. Not as to possibilities? No; it would be largely a matter of guesswork as to wbat is likely to follow
after the construction of the railway. They prefer in base their figures on what they know exists.
170. Is there not a very sparse settlement in the part o[ the country through which this railway would
pass? Yes; lhe population is very thin. There is no centre of population to touch. The total population 
of the district served by tho railway will be about- 600. _
171. Are you able to tell the Committee of any case in which only a- sparse population existed at -the time 
it was thought desirable to construct a railway, and in which a marked increase of settlement took place 
after the railway had been made? No ; 1 cannot from memory recall a ease. Sometimes wc havo made 
sections of linos where there was no population, but it has been with the object of reaching centres of 
population.
172. Has it come under the notice of tho Commissioners that a railway as far as Warri would answer all 
purposes without going as far as Ariah ? No ; the Commissioners wore asked to report on a line to 
Ariah, aud they do not go into alternative routes or sections as a, rule,
173. How much nearer would a line from Ariah to Temora be to Sydney than a line from Coolamon to
Ariah ? About 30 miles. _
174. Is it not a mistaken policy to have 30 miles of extra- haulage to Sydney;—is it not imposing
unnecessary expense upon the people of Ariah ? It would appear so as far as Ariah is concerned, but the 
intermediate districts have to be considered. 175-6.
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.■McL^Man. "^ou ^aTe cons^er whether you would develop more country and serve more people by a line
fr.om Coolamon than you would by a line from Temora,—is not the country between Ariah and Temora 

.21 Sept.,1837. a s,m^ar character to the country along this route? From what I can gather you would serve a better
’ country between Ariah and Coolamon than between Ariah and Temora, It is an exceptionally good class 

of country from Ariah to Coolamon. ‘
177. Tou say that there are six hundred people in that district;—is that the whole of the population 
between Coolamon and Ariah, and within a radius of 10 miles north of Ariah ? That is in the district. 
I do not know exactly what the boundaries are.
17S. How many miles is it from Grong G-rong to 'W'arri ? I am not sure, but I think it would he about 
24 miles.
179. Would you express any opinion as to the desirableness of the construction of a Hue from Grong 
Gronj; to Warri ? No ; the Commissioners have not had that before them.
180. Was there not a line surveyed out from Narrandera at a point west from Warri ? I believe there 
was four or live years ago.
181. In dealing with branch lines, have the Commissioners ever considered the desirableness of adopting a 
narrow-gauge line of railway ? Yes; and they have reported to this Committee upon it.
182. Can you tell the Committee what their ideas on the question are? The matter has been before the 
Commissioners on one or two occasions, and that, is one reason why they went into the policy of pioneer 
lines. A pioneer line costs very little more than a narrow-gauge line; it saves nil the trouble and expense 
of transhipment and separate rolling stock. The Commissioners think that it would be almost a misfortune 
if any branch lines connected with the main system were attempted to be made on a narrow gauge.
183. They are altogether opposed to it ? Entirely.
184. Could you tell the Committee what would be the difference in the cost of construction between the 
narrow-gauge line and the ordinary lines of New South Wales? I should not like to say. It is an 
engineering question. I understand that it would not bo above a couple of hundred pounds a mile in 
such country.
185. I think I am right in saying that in 'Victoria lines are put down at the rate of £1,750 per mile, and
1 have heard that lines are constructed in Queensland at £1,500 a mile ? I do not think you will find 
that in Victoria any railways have been put down at that rate. In Queensland the average is pretty 
high. The cost of these pioneer lines is only about £2,000 a mile. ■
180. Hoes the question of tbe cost of construction come under the consideration of the Eailway Commis
sioners? Yes; the Eailway Commissioners recommended the pioneer system of construction, and in 
various Ways they have tried to cheapen the cost of construction. '
187. For the present, are fho Commissioners satisfied that the country should pay £2,000 a mile for a 
railway ? Yes, if the line is worth making at nil.
188. Would they regard it as false economy to try to build a line for less than £2,000 a mile ? Not if
you could build a railway more cheaply at the same gaupe, and make it equally suitable. The thing is to 
bring down the cost to as low a price as possible. The Commissioners think that it is down about as low 
as it can go at £2,000 a mile. '
189. Could you fell what is the lowest price per mile at which railways have been constructed in 
Yictoria ? *1 could not,
190. I mean for pioneer lines? They have not built any lines yet similar to our pioneer lines. I think 
their Standing Committee has passed some narrow-gauge lines, but I do not think any of them have been 
contracted for yet. They have a 5 ft. 3 in. gauge.
191. What is the lowest price paid by the Victorian Government for the construction of lines on the 
5 ft. 3 in. gauge? I am not aware.
192. Ho you know the lowest price paid in Queensland ? No.
193. _ Mr. Triekett.] How many trains a week do you think you will run on this line if it is constructed ?
1 think a train every second day. That is about what they had in view.
194. Both ways ? Yes, on alternate days, the same as on the other lines,
195; Would it go out one day and back the next? Not nocessarilv. The train might go out and back 
again in one day. “
19G. You will remember that when we -wore first considering these pioneer railways, the Commissioners 
pointed out that although a line might not pay the interest and the working expenses, still if it paid 
working expenses, and_some contribution towards the interest, they were prepared to recommend it in 
view of the assistance it would be to the main line ? Yes. •
197. The Commissioners, having considered this line, do not even recommend it ? No. As a matter of 
fact the line would fall very much short of paying the working expenses. Though the Commissioners 
made that general recommendation, they at the same time look at each line upon its merits.
198. Do you know whether these short lines of railway in Yictoria have been raiher a drag upon the 
system of railways there ? The feeding lines have, and more than one of them has been closed.
199. Ho they still say that they are a drag on the system ? Yes, according to the last report that I have 
seen.
200. So that, in addition to the Commissioners’ own views, the experience of the adjoining Colony is that
the construction of a line of this charaetor is rather a doubtful expedient ? Yes. * "
201. Mr. Hoskins.] As regards the question about narrow-gauge railways, have you ever heard of their
being made to any extent over country where there were engineering difficulties ? Yes ; it is where f here 
are engineering difficulties that we hear of their being made. Thev make them in rocky and mountaiuous 
country. They are thinking of making one at Mount Zeehan in Tasmania. "
202. If narrow-gauge lines were construcfcd, would there not be difficulties with regard to transhipment,
and would it not be better to have the line constructed where it would not work in with the main line^ 
so that there would he no difficulty with regard to the rolling slock i-1 Whatever narrow gauge you 
adopted you would have to equip the line with a maximum of rolling stock, instead of woritin^ it in 
connection with the main system. And if you had a number of independent systems, it would "take a 
large capital to equip each line with rolling stock. The traffic very often varies in mfl'mmt districts. 
Two years ago ail our live stock traffic was coming south from the Eiverina district. In that district thev 
had a good season, but the west and north-western country had a bad season. Consequently on one line 
we had a heavy traffic and had to use additional rolling stock, and wc could always, by an infcrchange of 
trucks, provide for 1,he.extra demand. ' r 203
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203. The Railway Commissioners have considered the question of having a narrow-gauge railway with the 
view, as some people think, of reducing the cost of construction, and are they favourable? They are 
entirely unfavourable. If the Committee arc interested in that matter, I may mention, that it was 
discussed at the International Railway Congress in London, in 1895, and the American representatives, 
who had to alter thousands of miles of railway to the standard gauge in their own country, were most 
emphatic in warning the colonics against breaking their gauge, unless under very exceptional circumstances.
204. Mr. Blacki] You said, in reply to Mr. Roberts, that you knew of no instance of railway construction
in this country resembling this proposed line. l)o you not think that the Jerilderie to Berrigan and 
Berrigan to Finley lines resemble it ? At Berrigan and Jerilderie there are townships and a certain 
population. The Finley line has not been made yet. Mr. Roberts was speaking of railways which had 
been made. *
205. Are you aware that the mere fact that there is going to be a line from Berrigan to Finley has so 
stimulated the residents, that there is a growing township there P ATo.
206. Mr. Tnclceit.'] Since I asked you about the Victorian railways, I have got a copy of the last report 
of the Victorian Railway Commissioners, and I see that there are no less than 58 of their branch railways 
non-paying, involving an annual loss of £340,224? Yes.
207. There is a special clause in the Commissioners’ report, in which they say this : “ How to deal with 
non-paying lines is a difficult question, as it must be borne in mind that under any conditions interest on 
capital expenditure must be met.” 1 suppose the Commissioners here are alive to the importance of a 
state of things of that kind, and are therefore very guarded as to recommending Hues of this character ? 
Yes. Yictoria is slightly different from us, because the traffic from their feeding-lines goes only a short 
distance on the main line. Their country is more concentrated than ours. The feeders there are not the 
same help to the main lines as some of our branehes. At the same time it is no doubt a warning not to 
make too many non-paying lines.
208. You said that, with a view of capturing as much of this traffic as possible, routes would have to be
considered by which the wheat traffic can be brought to Sydney? That, of coarse, is a question for the 
future. There is no fear of losing the business just now. * .
209. iff?-. JZos/ttjtj?.] Ratos are lower here than in Victoria ? Yes; and there is the break of gauge. We 
are drawing wheat from Berrigan, which is very close to Victoria.
210. It would cost less to bring grain from the proposed railway to Sydney than they would have to pay 
to send it to Melbourne ? There is no fear of it going to Melbourne at present.

H.
McLachlan,

24 Sept.,1879.

TUESDAY, 28 SEPTEMBER, 1897.

present:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING 

The Hon. Feederice Thomas Hummeket.
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.

, Esq, (Chairman) .
Henet Clarke, Esq.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Coolamon to Ariah,

John Harper, Goods Superintendent, Department of Railways, sworn, and examined
211. Mr. Roberts.i Have you had a large experience in making estimates as to the probable traffic on tbe Harper,
projected railways in this Colony ? I have had a good deal of experience. ------------
212. Do tbe estimates forwarded by you, as a rule, come out approximately correct ? I think so. 88 1897‘
213. As a rule, have they been more than you estimated, or otherwise ? In some cases more, in some 
cases loss.
214. It is a fair thing for the Committee to assume that your estimates have at all times been approximately
correct? Yes. r ^
215. And they are accepted by tbe Commissioners? Yes.
21b. Have you been over the route of the line now under consideration ? Yes.
217. Have you prepared any statement as to the probable traffic on that lino ? Yes ; it is as follows

, 7 December, 1890,
Proposed Railway, Coolamon to Ariah,

(Distance, 42 miles. Kstimated cost, £2,185 per mile—£91,770.)
As directed by the Commissioners, I have made careful inquiry as to the probable traflic on this proposed extension, 
tural surve^ei^ r0ll*;e traverses the travelling stock route nearly the whole distance, passing through splendid agricul-

rl ho settlement consists of pastoralists, who enmhine a certain amount of farming with sheen; and selectors, who, 
almost without exception, carry out a system of mixed farming.

There is no centre of population, the residents being scattered generally along the line or beyond it. At present 
o wool end wheat of the district is sent to either Narrandera, Grong Grong, Coolamon, or Temora, the destination being 

decided by the location of the producers to the east or west of the stock route.
Ihe area of Crowe land available at the present time is very small, and the leasehold areas have a. currency of from 

lour to live years before they revert to the Crown.
e 11 l1,10**"1 1,®Pu'lt1t°u °f fhe district which would be served by the proposed line is about 600 ; the number of sheep 
held, dt>U,OUO ; and the area under cultivation about 18,000 acres, chicdy wheat.

The rainfall is a fair one, and failure of crops lias only taken place when the conditions have been generallv 
nnlavourable throughout the Colony. & j

There is a considerable quantity of pine in the district, and a local saw-mill is at present at work- cutting, 
ilic current rates of carriage by road are—Wool, 0d. per ton per hide ; and wheat, 9s. per ton for 25 miles and 12s. 

E(K>IamoIn, ^ mllos- The road is fairly good, and considerable expenditure has been incurred in the neighbourhood of

The following statement will indicate the manner in which the settlement, population, and production is distributed.
303—B Distance
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J. Harper. 

28SepM897.

Distance from Coolamon at which traffic would reach the line
Miles.

10 .......

Wheat.
Tons.

.......  850 .......

Wool.
Tons.

.......  25 ......
Population.

........ 96
20 ....... .......  1,400 ... .......  250 ................ 160
30 ....... .......  L700 ....... ... ISO ................ 97
42 ....... ....... LSOO ............... 600 ................ 260

An arbitrary rate of Id. per ton per mile would no doubt be readily paid for wheat, but I do not think that wool 
would bear more than 2id. per ton per mile, whilst stock would certainly not pay more than an extension of the through 
rate, in view of the splendid stock routes of tho district.

My estimate therefore is:—

Wool

Goods......
Live stock .. 
Passengers .. 
Parcels, &c. 
Mails .........

200 trucks at 
400 at .........

0 10 
0 fi

£ s. d. £ 3. d.
( S50 tons at 0 0 10 1
J 1,400 „

•1 1.700 .,
0
0

1
2

5 f
6 I" ... 575 0 0

1 1,200 „ 0 .3 6 )
( 25 „ 0 2 1 )
) 250 „
) 180 „

0
0

4
6 i - ... 373 0 0

( 600 „ 0 8 9 )
.... 500 „ 0 3 0 .. ... 75 0 0

0 10 0 .. ... 300 0 0

42 miles at... 12 0 0

100
100
20

SO*

Total.....................................£2,047 0 0

218. Ohairmani] Do you take zones up to 10, 20, or 30 miles for wheat and wool ? I can only take two 
zones for present road carriage. Dp to 25 miles it costs 9s. per ton for wheat; up to 40 or 42 miles, 12s. 
per ton. J may state that 1 had a letter flu’s morning from the Secretary of the Progress Association at 
Ariah. This report of mine was made in December last year, and tho letter which I have received is 
dated 25 September, 1897. G’hc writer says:—

We have been collecting fresh statistics for the past few weeks, and as they show a considerable increase on tho 1895 
returns, I have been instructed by the league to forward them on to you. T will forward them in a few days.
1 have not yet received those statistics.
219. Mr. lioberts.^\ Is your estimafe based on the present traflic or the possible traffic of the future if the 
lino should be made? My report is based on the actual traffic cxisiing in December last.
220. Have you any reason to believe that any increase in the traffic has taken place since then ? I have 
not been in the district since then. It is very likely that it has.
221. "Where is the greatest amount of agriculture carried on ;—is it at Ariah ? It is all aloug the line, 
both north-east and north-west, the whole distance from Coolamon. Bui. I have only included in my 
estimate the total traffic 10 miles from Coolamon. I have estimated that up to 10 miles from Coolamon a 
certain amount of the traffic would come to that place.
222. It would go by road as at present ? Yes.
223. You have taken it at a point 10 miles from Coolamon right out to Ariah ? Yes ; and lying east and 
west.
224. Do you regard the country along the proposed line as admirably adapted for the production of 
wheat? Yes; 1 consider that it is splendid agricultural land.
225. Is it more than usually good land? Yes ; it is exceptionally good land.
226. What would he the yield per acre ? 3'hey have had as much as 24 bushels; hut that is exceptional. 
The average is generally about 16 bushels per acre.
227. Could you point out to the Committee how far that good agricultural land extends ;—does it extend 
out to that range west of Temora? Yes ; a great deal of it. The best portion of it is south-east from 
Cowabbie. That is probably the best agricultural land in the district.
228. Would that range west of Temora form a sort of boundary to all the good agricultural land? No, 
there is good agricultural land both cast and west of that range.
229. But I waut to know how far west of that range, and how far north the good country goes ? 
Practically the whole distance except for broken .spurs.
230. How far north? To the neighbourhood of Broken Dam.
231. Then it comes down to the Narrandera and -Innee line? Yes.
232. The country you describe lies practically between Ariah and Cowabbie ? Yes.
233. Going from Ariah towards Yalgogrin, what sort of country is there ? It is very good ; it will grow 
wheat.
234. Pushing on to where it cuts the southern dotted line on the map—Hillston to Barmedman;—is that 
country good ? Yes, but 1 have not been over it.
235. Coming further south, is that good country ? There is a good deal of rough country going from 
Yalgogrin to Wyaiong. The good country extends north-east.
236. What is it west of Yalgogrin? ] have heard that some of it is good.
237. Then this is your description of that country : south of the line from Ariah and Mandamah towards
Coolamon the country is specially good eastward of Cowabbie? Yes. .
23S. Going some distance north it is rough country, and there is a good deal of rough country between 
Yalgogrin and Wyaiong? Yes.
239. Prom Ariah to Yalgogrin is good country, and also the country west from Ariah ? Yes.
240. Most of the country of which Ariah is the centre would grow wheat, except a stretch starting north 
of Ariah and Mandamah, and going in a wedge shape in the direction of Yalgogrin and Barmedman ? 
Yes.
241. Have you ever been over the country between Ariah and Hillston ? No.
242. How far in the direction of Hillston have you been from Ariah ? I have followed the dotted line on 
the map to a certain extent in tho direction of‘Wyaiong.
243. Beyoud what wc call the good agricultural country, does it got more rugged as you get nearer to 
Hillston ? There is a good deal of rugged country between ‘Wyaiong and Cudgcllico, and between 
Barmedman and Hillston.

244.
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241'. You arc not able, from personal observations, to compare the country between Wyaiong and 
Cudgellico and Ariah and Hillston, are you ? Ho ; my mission was simply to report upon the suggested 
line from Coolamon to Ariah.
245. Have you been over the route from Grong Grong to Warri ? Ho.
246. You know enough of the country to say that it is pretty much the same as the country between
Narrandera and Coolamon? Ho; I would not say that. Between Narrandera and Warri the country 
is a good deal more broken. .
247. Have you been over tbe country between Ariah and Temora ? Ho.
248. Are you aware of tbe distances to Sydney from Ariah by way of Temora and by way of Grong
Grong or Narrandera ? I do not know what the mileages are. ■
24D. 1 think 1 am right in saying that from Ariah to Sydney by way of Temora is 30 miles nearer than 
by way of Coolamon ? The difference in distance would be about 18 miles only.
250. Would not the district around Ariah be better served by a railway from Ariah to Temora than by a 
railway from Ariah to Coolamon ? Yes; but this line does not deal only with Ariah, it deals with the 
whole of the intermediate country; and the settlement around it is indicated by the estimates of traffic 
which I have given as coming in at different points. A t 20 miles there would be 1,400 tons of wheat and 
250 tons of wool; at 30 miles, 1,700 tons of wheat and 180 tons of wool; at 12 miles, 1,200 tons of wheat 
and 600 tons of wool.
251. Would not tho same traffic be developed if aline were made from Ariah to Temora? I do not 
know. It would if they went by Broken Ham, and they would have probably to go that way to get over 
the range. If so the people living out 30 miles would not go to Mandamah, they would come on to 
Coolamon.
252. You have described the country along the east of Cowabbie as being possibly the most valuable area 
in the district? Yes; it is recognised in the district that the Mimosa country is the best.
253. If a line were made direct from Temora to Ariah, it would not he far north of this valuable tract of 
country ? It would he from a good portion of it.
251. Hid you, when visiting Ariah, hear anything of a desire on the part of the inhabitants to submit to 
a sort of tax if they could get the railway ? Ho ; neither did 1 hear of any proposal to pay other than 
the rates I have given.
255. With regard to the rates, you said that the charge for carting wheat 20 miles along the road was 9s. 
a ton ? Yes.
256. If that were carried by rail whatAvould the charge be ? One shilling and eightpence.
257. And for a distance of 10 miles, am I right in saying that the charge would be lOd. by the railway? 
Yes; and tho charge for 30 miles on the railway would be 2s. Gd., and 12s. by the road.
258. For 1,200 tons carried by rail the charge would be 3s. 6d. as against 12s. by the road for wheat? Yes;
259. What is the charge by road for wool ? For 20 miles, 4s. 2d. by rail, 10s. by road.
200. The charge for the carriage of 500 tons of timber by rail would be 3s. a ton;—how much would it he 
by road ? I do not know.
201. Would it cost fully three times as much ? Yes.
262. For 600 tons of wool carried by rail you would charge 10s. a ton? Yes.
263. What would be the cost by road? They would not get that carted under £1 at least.
201. Then with regard to live stock ? That is really an extension of the through rate. It is 10s. for 200 
trucks.
265. By road they would have to be driven ? Yes. It would probably be a little over Id. per sheep.
266. With regard to passengers, you estimate 400 at 5s. ? Yes.
207. What is the present coach fare ? The coach runs twice a week, but very few people use it. I think 
the fare is 15s.
268. You estimate the revenue at £501 per year from mails ? Yes; that is the usual allowance of £12 
per mile.
269. Looking at all these rales, it would be an advantage to the people of tho district if they got a railway
constructed between Coolamon and Ariah ? Yes. *
270. Have you formed any opinion ns to what the increased settlement would bo if a railway were con
structed ;—is there any demand for land ? There would be a very extensive demand for land in the 
district if a railway were made. There is plenty of land available, ' •
271. Plenty of Crown land ? I think there is a fair portion of leasehold land, hut it does not fall in for 
four or live years. Outside that, I do not think that there is anything that is not temporarily alienated, 
except tho forest reserves.
272. Do you think increased settlement would take place when the land is thrown Open, even without 
the railway ? Yes; I think the people would he glad to get on the land on the same terms as people 
there have gone on the resumed areas.
273. Have yon formed any opinion as to the desirableness of constructing this railway ? Of course, I 
have formed no opinion outside the figures which I have given; but still, if the question of agricultural 
lines has to be dealt with, I think this is a very fair district in which to look at the whole matter.
274. But there would he a loss, according to your estimate, of about £1,400 in the working expenses
alone ? Yes. '
275.. You are making an arbitrary charge for wheat, and the line will he non-paying;—would it be 
possible to charge enough to make the line pay? I have no doubt that people would tell you that they 
are prepared to pay more; hut for the purposes of my estimate I have not assumed it, any more than 
I. did in the case of Green’s Gunyah line.
276. Are these the largest rates that you hope to obtain? Yes; they are the largest that I should he 
prepared to say that we should get.
277. Your rates are based upon those charged on railways already constructed ? Yes ; they are the 
extreme rates charged for wheat on any railways that we have.
278. From your knowledge of human nature, you think that these people would not be prepared to pay 
more for the carriage of produce than the people in other parts of the country ? I do not think they 
would.
279. I think you said the population was 600;—what area of country would that take in ? That would
be about 12 miles, and 10 miles north of Ariah would bo included, and an area of about 10 miles on 
either side. 280.

11
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Harper, 280. Are you aware that Mr. Deane suggested that the district o£ Ariah might he well served by a
railway from Grong Grong to Warri? J do not know what evidence he has given. 

eP ■> ■ 281. That line would be only 26 miles long, but the proposed line from Coolamon to Ariah is 41 miles
long? lam sure that there is a lot of settlement east of the proposed line that would never go to a
line from Grong Grong to Ariah. .
2S2. It would still go into Coolamon by road ? Yes.
288. Would you like to express any opinion as to a line from Ariah to Temora? I have no information 
on the subject, '
284. Did 1 understand you to say in your report that tho area of Crown land around Ariah was small ? 
Yes ; the area available and the leasehold areas have four or five years to run before they revert to tbe 
Crown.
285. You are aware that a very large area of land will be available in four or five years’ time? Yes, a 
considerable area of leasehold land.
28G. When you say there are 18,000 acres of land under wheat, is that over tbe whole 41 miles, or further . 
north ? The greater part of the cultivation is cast and west of the line. There is very little cultivation 
at Yalgogrin and north of the terminal point.
287. The further you go north the less cultivation there is? Yes.
288. Is there more around Ariah than any otlier part ? Kb; there is more in the intermediate districts, 
more about Cowabbie.
289. Is Cowabbie halfway between Coolamon and Ariah ? Approximately, it is.
290. What is the rainfall of the district ? I think it is about 20 inches.
291. Can you give the Committee any information as to the failure of the crops in the district? In our 
experience they only fail in that district when they have failed in other parts of the Colony.
292. Would that be iu times of excessive drought? Last year was not what might be considered a good 
year, except in the neighbourhood of Kerrigan, and we had from that neighbourhood 80,000 bags of 
wheat.
293. Drom the Coolamon-Ariah district ? The wheat which came to Grong Grong, Coolamon, Temora, 
and Karrandera amounted to about 80,000 bags.
294. Have you got any statistics to show how often failures of the crop take place ? Ko.
295. It only takes place in times of excessive drought ? Yes, in times of excessive and general drought.
296. Could you tell the Committee at which point on the line between Narrandera and Junce the greatest 
quantity of wheat and wool comes iu? It came in at Coolamon, between Junce and Narrandera last year, 
and generally it does.
297. Does this district obtain all its supplies from Sydney? Yes.
298. Would the whole of tho trade between Coolamon anil Ariali and the surrounding districts be retained 
even if no railway were made;—is there any fear of it going to the neighbouring colony? There is no 
fear of it going into the neighbouring colony.
299. Is there much agriculture around Temora? Yes, a good deal.
300. Have you any figures to show the increase in settlement since the railway was opened from Coota- 
mundra to Temora? No.
301. Do you think there is any probability of this loss of £1,453 on working expenses disappearing within
the next five years if the railway is made ? .1. am inclined to think that within a period of certainly less
than ten years the line would more than pay working expenses.
302. Is your opinion based on tbe demand that there is for agricultural land in the district? Yes, and 
the character of the hind.
303. And the anxiety of people to get on to the land ? Yes.
304. And the fact that within four or five years a large area will bo available for settlement ? Yes. I 
fancy it will be to the interest of the large land owners, notably at Cowabbie, to throw their land open.
305. Take the Berrigan line. Has there been any increased settlement there since the railway was made ? 
Yes.
306. Has there been a marked increase ? Relatively. In a district where people farm about 600 acres 
you cannot get a very big increase of population, but you may get a large increase in carriage.
307. Is there a marked increase in the area under wheat ? Yes.
308. Have you any figures to show how many acres ivcrc under cultivation within a certain radius of 
Berrigan ? I have not that with me, but I can supply it.
309. There was a marked increase in the area under cultivation around Berrigan after the construction of 
the railway, and you regard it as fair to assume that the same tiling would take place if a railway were made 
in such a district as Ariah ? Yes.
310. Mr. Hoskins.'] To what port is the wool produced in this district sent ? To Sydney.
311. And from the districts beyond Ariah? The whole of the wool from the districts north of Ariah is
sent to Sydney. ■ .
312. Therefore the proposed line would attract the whole of the wool traffic from that district and the 
districts further north as well as tho wheat ? Yes; it would provide for its carriage over a greater 
distance of railway line.
313. AVe have been told by Mr. Deane that the land between Ariah and Temora is very similar to that 
between Coolamon and Ariah ; if that be so, would it not be an advantage to the Kailway Department, 
as well as to the Colony, if a railway could be constructed from Temora to Ariah, which would make the 
route to the seaboard 30 miles shorter than the line now proposed ? I do not know whether Mr. Deane 
examined the line with a view to its productiveness ; T. should say that he looked at it purely from an 
engineering point of view.
314. _A communication has been received from the Progress Committee of Temora asking that, before a 
decision is come to in regard to this line to Ariah, they may be heard as to the construction of a line 
from Temora to Ariah ;—do you not think that before a decision is come to a Sectional Committee should 
have an opportunity of inquiring as to which would he the shortest line, and what is the area of good 
country adapted for settlement between Coolamon and Ariah? My position, and that of the Com
missioners also, is that we were asked to report upon a proposed line from Coolamon to Ariah. If the 
Commissioners had suggested any other line they would have laid themselves open to the remark that 
they were interfering with other people’s business.

315.
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315. Do you not think that it would be an advantage to ihe community if a railway connecting that J- Harpor.
district with Sydney could be made 30 miles shorter than is now proposed P 1 should think so. but I do
not know bow that 30 miles conies about. The difference between the two routes is only 18 miles. The P ■' *
distance to Temora is 202 miles ; the distance to Coolamon is 310 miles. Tiom what I have heard tho
distance is practically the same from Temora to Ariah as it is from Coolamon to Ariah. _
310. The population along this proposed line is very small ? Yes ; it generally is on an agricultural 
area until it is developed. _
317. The prospect of the line paying working expenses is rather remote, is it not? Certainly". But
railways carried into essentially agricultural districts may he relied upon in ordinary circumstances to 
carry settlement, and they are also pioneer lines. _
318. Ton have told Mr. IRoherts that there is very little laud available for additional settlement along 
this line? At present, but in four or five years more Crown lands will be available. _
319. Mr. Mump her i/.I Have you closely examined tbe land between Coolamon and Ariah, and beyond
Ariah within the district that you have estimated would send traffic to this railway ? Yes. I have been 
over it, and I have identified every farm in the district. i ,
320. How did yon arrive at the estimate as to the quantity of wheat that the line would carry? That is
taken from the actual production of each farm. _
321. You say there arc 18,000 acres under cultivation at present tho produce of which would reach the 
railway ? Yes.
322. "Will you describe on the map the area which would embrace the 18,000 acres which you refer to .
The farthest point to the north-east would be in the direction of Mandamah, that is It miles from Ariah.
To the north-west 12 miles, with the exception of South Yalgogrin, which is IS miles. There is wheat 
grown within 7 and 8 miles west of Ariah, and a good deal of it too. To tho west the extreme distance is 
9 miles, south-west 9 miles, and to a point 10 miles from Coolamon. ,
323. Do you say that within that area at the present time there are not less than 18.000 acres under
wheat ? Yes. _
324. "Why do you come to within 10 miles of Coolamon? Bor the simple reason that I do not think that 
any of the traffic within 10 miles of Coolamon will go to the line ; it will come into Coolamon, because a 
great deal of tbe cultivation lies to tbe east of the line, and the, distance to Coolamon would not be much 
greater than the distance to the proposed line.
325. "What distance is Cowabbie from Devlin Siding? About 12 miles.
326. I think you said that Cowabbie was about halfway? Yes.
327. Do you not think thatyou have slightly over-estimated the probable traffic, having regard to tho fact 
that Cowabbie is only 12 miles from tbe existing railway ? There is no practicable road between Cowabbie 
and Devlin’s Siding, and in the neighbourhood of Cowabbie tbe greater part of tbe production is to the 
east.
328. Hot to the south ? To the south, but not so much to the west.
329. There is a siding at Ganmain ? Yes.
330' Have you considered that 10 miles from Coolamon on the proposed line the agricultural land would 
not be more than 7 miles from an existing platform ? ] think it would be more.
331. On the west ? On the west it might not he so much. _
332. Have you taken that into consideration? I have only shown 850 tons of wheat at 10 miles.
Mr. Bobbins has 900 acres under wheat. That is 300 tons out of 850 tons,
333. That is east of the line ? Six miles north-cast of tho proposed line.
334. "Why nave you estimated that that will go to the proposed lino when it is only 10 miles from the ‘
existing railway-? It is 16 miles. He could not get into Coolamon without coming on to the stock route.
335. How far would he have to carry Ids wheat to the proposed line by road? Six miles.
336. And to the existing line ? Sixteen miles.
337. He would have to pay road carriage as well as railway carriage ? Yes.
338. What would he the difference in going to the proposed line ? He would carry the 6 miles by his
own teams ; but if he had to go 16 miles, he would not use his own teams.
339. Your argument is then that if he travelled the 6 miles only, ho would carry the produce by his own
teams to the station, and would (hereby effect a saving? Yes. ■
340. Therefore, you think you have properly included that in the possible earnings? Yes.
341. Have vou, after consideration, based all your estimates in the same way? Yes ; ] have taken every 
man’s bolding and tbe wheat produced on it, discarding all those that were within 10 miles of Coolamon.
342. All the holdings in the district that would be served by the railway, in large or small areas? Just
as they arc hold. _
343. Are they held in large areas? They arc both large and small. Per instance, there is Connell, of 
Stenbope; be is 35 miles from Coolamon, and 10 miles east of the line. He has GOO acres of wheat 
under cultivation, and 2,500 sheep; another one possesses a smaller number of sheep, which indicates 
that he has a smaller holding; another has 400 acres under cultivation and 5,000 sheep ; another has 150 
acres under cultivation and 500 sheep.
344. This is a paper furnished by tbe local committee, is it not ? Yes.
345. Have you satisfied yourself of the correctness of it ? Yes ; L have struck out every portion’of the 
statement which has not been supported by investigation made by myself.
340. Therefore the paper may be taken as having been verified by you ? Yes.
347. Mr. Hoskins.'} If the settlers hold such areas as you have described there never will he a large 
population iu the district, will there? Ho, but it is quite possible that there may be a township formed ; 
townships have sprung up in such cases. I-do not profess to be more in favour of the line than my 
report indicates, but I think it is a line that should have careful consideration.

, 348. Suppose a line were made between Temora and Ariah, what portion of tbe district comprised in your 
return would be served by it ? The whole of the district in the neighbourhood of Ariah.
349. Can you say, approximately, what area would he served by the proposed line? 1 may mention what 
I have given as coming in at Ariah. I have said that at 42 miles there would be 1,200 tons of wheat, 600 
tons of wool, and a population of 250.
350. Assuming that the line were made from Temora to Ariah, then you would have 20 miles to serve 
instead of 10? Ho.

351.



1158

;■

Harper.

PABLIAMEfTTAHY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Qro' Zr'i ^0U cxc^u^e traffic at 30 miles ? Tos, because it would come to Coolamon.
28Sept., 1897. , WI'”V. j0 “l1]68 to Coolamon against 10 miles to Ariali? I do not think there is the least probability 

ot your being able to charge less than wo charge from Ariah—3s. fid. a ton; it would cost them Se. or 6s 
a ton to get it there.
353. The new line would have to bear a special rate, whether it was constructed from Temora or 
Coolamon r Yes. ’
354r. Therefore, although the distance by Temora would be less than by Coolamon, there would he no 
ailterence to the people using the line? It would he cheaper to come to Coolamon. There is competition 
at toolamon with Victoria, and the rate there is £32 10s. for a G-ton truck; at Temora it is £32 10s 
3oo. Mr. Humphery,] You say that the rates between Temora and Sydney arc higher than the rates 
between Coolamon and Sydney ? Wheat is 3d. a ton cheaper from Temora than from Coolamon and 
there is only 18 miles difference between the distances, if they had to pay to cart their produce into 

nan from any point between Coolamon and Ariah, and had to pay a special rate of 3s. Gd. a ton into 
i emora, it would more than compensate for the short distance.
356. Would it not give a better return by way of Temora than Coolamon if you got higher rates on that 

oppose it would on the whole ; 18 miles would not make very mucli difference. 1
+ A. r' T'rickeit:l Did y°u ascertain what distance ii. would pay the wheat-growers to cart their wheat 
to the railway station? They give different opinions in different districts. Most of them say that if 
they can get to the station and back in a day, without having to camp out, they can do it far more cheaply 
than having to pav carriage. In some cases they have to go 15 or 20 miles' but on heavier roads they 
could not do that distance. J
358. The Eailway Commissioners, in their report, go so far as to say that they cannot see their way to 
recommend the construction of the line ? Yes, and I do not recommend the construction of tho line. I 
simply lay before yon the information which I have obtained.
359. Mr. Zee.] You. are quite clear that the rates you name for wheat and wool would be the rates which 
the producers there would be able to pay ? Yes.
360. That means, that if the rates were higher there would be a possibility of competition, and they
strongly object to pay a higher rate ? Yes. j i > j
361. It appears that the bulk of the wheat is produced somewhere between 20 and 30 miles ? Yes.
362. And the larger quantity of w'ool beyond that point ? Yes. ' "

3°U liaTe told us tbafc t*iere are a,xiut 18,000 acres under cultivation, chiefly wheat ? Yes.
3Gi. You estimate that the 18,000 acres of wheat will bring in £575 ? Yes. '
365. The anticipated loss on the line is £4,000 ? Yes. ’
360. If that loss is to be arrested at any time, must it not be by the grain produce ? If the land is more 
intensely cultivated it will carry more sheep.
367 As more land is brought under cultivation there will be fewer sheep? Ho; just the contrary. 
W e nave louna that m such cases there are more sheep. J
368. As the pastoral holdings become absorbed by agriculturists, then the number of sheep will
decrease ? Yes, on the runs. r
369. Therefore it is not the wool that you have to look to to make up the deficiency ? The wool will
assist in bringing it up. J
370. Would it not bo a very small item? We think it will be an increasing item. At Naromine 
betore a number of selectors wont on the land, we did not get one-third of the wool that we get to-day. 
A large area has gone into cultivation, and the district produces more wool than ever. The land carries 
imire sheep to the acre now than it did formerly,

™ ii ?1°1t 60 muc\to the wool that yon look to for the increase in revenue as to the grain ? The grain. 
3/2 it this loss is to be made up in the future by the increase of agriculture, then it follows that there 
vnll have to be an additional 72,000 acres brought under cultivation? No, I do not admit that at all 
In the first place, I do not admit that the 18,000 acres are carrying only wheat; I say that they are 
largely producing wool. j o j > j j
373. If you depend upon grain to make up the deficiency, the area under agriculture will have to be 
mereased by 72,000 acres t If we depend upon wheat alone, and there are no sheep at all in the district 
3/4. It woof is grown it-can only be grown by the farmers? Yes.
375. Then there must he about 112 square miles of additional agriculture, that is, four times your present
amount? ^ on would have to add very largely to your wool estimate. My contention is that if the 
country! s properly occupied that estimate will be largely increased. I should think that it would require 
about 90 square miles. ^
376. That is near enough is there that area of agricultural land there ? The line is 42 miles in length,
and a depth of one mile on either side would give 84 miles. &
377. The whole of it is not fit for agriculture ? A large portion of it is.
378. I asked you what quantity of land there is, and you give me tho length of the line ;-bnt ere you not 
aware that the land is almost all alienated from one end of the line to the other ? Yes • but that does 
not indicate that it will not produce wheat.
379. I want to know whether there is an additional 72,000 acres that can be sold ? The Crown Lands 
Oftce ought to be able to tell you that. On the Berrigan line there was scarcely an acre of Crown land 
when the line was made.
38°. Do you think that along that line the land already alienated, but not cultivated, is capable of giving 
an additional 72,000 acres of cultivated laud ? Yes, I do. i fa s
381. I believe that Berrigan wheat is carried 20 miles at 2s. Gd. per ton? Yes.
382. At that rate it pays well, owing to the quantity ? Yes.
383. But do you not parry about 16,000 tons of wheat on that line ? Yes, somethin" like that 
384 As compared with an estimate of 5,000 tons on this line? Yes; but if it increased in the pro
portion we arc speaking ot we should carry as much as on the Berrigan line.
385. That is a matter of conjecture ? Yes.
386. No doubt it would increase to some extent ? Decidedly.
387. And making a railway would cause it to increase rapidly but you are not prepared to say that 
there would be the large area I mentioned ? No. My position is this : I do not wish the Committee to 
go through the district, and then afterwards tell me that I have understated its capacity.

388.
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388. If n, large amount of additional settlement takes place it must extend to and be within the influence 
of railway stations on existing lines ? It would extend more to the north than it does at present.
389. I find that you expect to get from wheat and from wool £918 P Yes.
390. And the total revenue expected is £2,047 P Yes.
391. Included in which is the item £304 for mails P Yes.

J. Harper. 

28 Sept., 1897.

392. "Which is equal to 25 per cent, of the estimated revenue P Yes.
393. I presume that it does not cost £504 to run the mails there at present ? No.
394'. That being a paper account, it is really not an earning to the State ? I might say that with increased 
facilities and improvements in railway working, which are taking place every day, we might naturally 
expect the expenses to be reduced. . _
395. We assume that the traffic expenses are estimated on the lowest possible basis;—but supposing that
tbe line were run for nothing, the traffic would not pay the interest on the expenditure ? That brings me 
to another question—the question as to the cost of roads. As things go, there has been enough money 
spent on the roads to half build the railway lines, _
396. Has not your experience been that the more railways we make the more roads we require;—that 

' you must make roads as feeders to tho railway ? Decidedly.
397. You aro of opinion that in the course of tunc the population will contribute sufficient traffic to pay 
the working expenses and the interest on the cost of the hue ? I say it might.
398. You think it would be some time before such a large development will take place? Yes.
399. Chairman^] It is perfectly clear that the Temora to Cootaraundra line would be benefited by the 
traffic? Yes; but you want to take the Junce to Hay line. It could do with a little assistance.
400. The Cootamundra to Temora line is not working to its full capacity ? No ; neither is the other. 
There is this much to be said with regard to the other, that ou a line like that, where you have a larger 
staff available, you can get more work done more cheaply.
401. How much is the road carriage for 15 miles P Nine shillings and 12s.
402. What rate do you propose to charge for 15 miles ? One shilling and threepence.
403. A saving to the farmer of 7s. 9d. per ton ;—how much is that per bushel? A little less than 3d.
404. You recognise that the lino from Temora to Ariah would he practically parallel with the line from 
Junee to Narrandera, and they would not be miich more than 30 miles apart ? Not much more.
405. Therefore, any agriculturist occupying any portion of that country between a line drawn from Temora
to Ariali, and a railway from Narrandera to Junee, would not bo more than 15 miles away from a railway ? 
No. ‘
406. Not a very bad position for a fanner? No ; but there are not roads to every square milo of country, 
nor a railway station at every mile. Tho farmer might have to go 25 miles before he could get to a railway 
station.

WEDNESDAY, 29 SEPTEMBER, 1897. 

Jlrtsrni:—
■THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq, (Chairman).

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery. 
Tho Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Hobeets, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Feoan, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Frank Earn ell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Kail way from Coolamon to Ariah.

John Harpor, Goods Superintendent, Department of Railways, sworn, and further examined :—
407. Mr. Wriqld.-] Have you been through the country bounded by Junee, Temora, and Cowabbie? I J. Harper, 
have been from Cootamundra to Temora, from Junee and to the west of Coolamon along tho main line, ^
and through Cowabbie and Mimosa. 29Sept., 1897.
4>08. That is the best part of that country ? Berry Jerry is tho best.
409. What is the longest distance in which wheat is cultivated from the railway? The longest I know of 
where people claim to he satisfied is from Gimbar coming into Carrathool. There the people claim to be 
satisfied, but in the seasons to which I refer they were getting a good price for their wheat.
410. ’They can grow wheat and cart it to tho railway ? Yes ; but thoy were getting 4 s. a bushel for it at
the time I speak of. i
4L1. Are there any farms in a straight line to Cowabbie and Temora and Junee more than 20 miles from 
an existing railway station ? Yes, at West Mimosa, whicli is more than 20 miles.
412. How far is the nearest station from Temora ? About 25 miles.
413. If you scale the man you will find that there is not one portion of that country between Narrandera,
Cowabbie, Temora, and Jtmcc that is more than 20 miles from the existing railway? I am sure that 
there are plenty of farms that are more than that. 1 have not been between 'femora and Mimosa,
414. Cowabbie is between 17 and IS miles from the railway ? It is certainly more than that.
415. If you take the belt of country through Cowabbie straight into Cootamundra you cross Mimosa? Yes.
416. Coming from Narrandera to Cowabbie, and across to Temora, there is no area of land that is more 
than 30 miles from the existing railway ? That is as the crow flies.
417. Is there any difficulty in growing wheat in that area ? People say thoy are growing wheat success
fully in that district, but they are asking for a railway.
418. In your return you say that 80,000 bags of wheat wore carried on the north-western line last year ;— 
what proportion of that was grown to tho north of the limits that I have given you ? I could not say.
419. Do you ihink one-tenth of it? Ares, north of Cowabbie.
420. Do you think 8,000 bags were grown i.orlli of that ? Yes. North of Ariah, speaking from memory, 
and north-west and north-east, between Broken Dam and Ariah, I think there were 1.200 bags. There 
were over 10,000 bags grown in the neighbourhood of Ariah,
421. What is grown west of Warri ? There is a good deal of cultivation. 422.
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there any cultivation at Mumblcdoon ? Tea.
29 Sept. 1897. is 30 miles from Narrandera ? Some whore about that,

’ 421. That is practically your western limit? .The north-western limit.
425. According to your return 100,000 bushels of wheat would be likely to come ou to that line ? Tcs.
426. And that would mean 15.879 acres at 12 bushels to the acre? Yes.
427. Do they average that ? They-average about 16 ; but the rail carries about 12.
42S. In round figures that is 200,000 bushels that the lino might be expected to take ? Yes.
429. 'Where is the bulk of the 80.000 bags grown ? Twenty miles out of Coolamon, extending over the 
whole distance.
430. Is there any grown south of the railway line ? Yes, but not very much.
431. Do you think the laud to the south of the line is inferior ? The laud to the south is not open to the 
same extent that it is to tbe north.
432. Is there any cultivation at Mara? Yes; the produce from there would come in*at the Mara 
platform between Coolamon and Junce. I have some information which I promised to get as to tbe 
average areas under wheat in the various districts. I undertook to give the increased area under cultiva
tion in tbe Berrigan district. Since the line was opened it has increased from 34,000 acres to 39,000 ' 
acres, giving an increase of 5,COO acres, or 121 per cent., over last year. Some honorable Members spoke 
about Grong Grong. The increase in the Grong G-rong district has been from 11,000 acres to 13,000 
acres. The increase which comes into Coolamon I gave as the produce of 18,000 acres. It has increased 
from 24,000 acres to 26,000 acres ; Old Junee, which 1 did not include in my estimate, from 25,000 to
27.000 acres ; Gunbar from 7,000 to 7,500 acres. *
433. The 80,000 bags of wheat, which you said had been received, represented the cultivation of about 
21,300 acres at 12 bushels to the acre;—do you think that if this line is constructed there will be another
18.000 acres put under cultivation ? Yes.
434. In what time? I do not know, I should think within a reasonable time. Tho cultivation at 
Temora has increased from 14,000 to 15,000 acres.
435. How far west and north-west of Ariah have you been ? I have been from Wyaiong to Yalgogrin, 
and from there to Bankin’s Springs and Hillston.
436. "What was your impression of the country as you passed through from Ariah to Broken Dam? In 
the direction of Broken Dam there is a lot of very good country at Merool Creek.
437. That is all good country? Yes.
438. Is not tbe best of that land between Warri, Ariali, Broken Dam, and Cowabbie? I would not like
to say that. ■
439. You do not think that is the best country? The country which impressed me most was West 
Mimosa,
440. What is the country like from Grong Grong going to the north ? I do not know anything about it,

’ except what I have beard. It is broken country,
441. Were you at Yalgogrin ? Yes.
442. It is rough country there, is it not? Yes, broken ranges.
443. That country west and north-west is practically valueless for cereals ? Not to the west, hut to the
north-west it is. ■
444. You can give the Committee no definite period of time within which, under ordinary conditions, this 
line would be self-supporting, as far as traffic is concerned ? Yesterday I said I thought it would be 
within ten years.
445. Suppose that the country were largely cultivated for wheat, would that mean a largo augmentation 
of the population ? A comparatively larger augmentation of the population would take place. I fancy 
that the whole ol that country would have to be cultivated in large areas, which would not moan a very 
large population.
446. Would not that mean tbe employment of first-class machinery, and the diminution of the demand for 
labour ? It would mean the employment of more labour than is employed there at present.
447. You carry cereals remarkably cheap;—is there any probability of that country being so densely 
populated as to recoup a railway for what it loses on the wheat, by means of tbe return carriage in the 
shape of stores ? It is not admitted that we lose anything on the carriage of wheat.
448. Mr. Hoskins.] You would have a number of empty trains running into the country to bring back 
wheat, and comparatively small quantities of goods to be carried into tbe district ? If we studied tbe 
whole interior of the country as regards railway communication in that light, we should not develop it. 
We must look to the cheapening of carriage in the interior.
449. Several schemes for agricultural railways havo been submitted to the Committee;—is there any 
immediate prospect of such an accession to our population as would enable those extensive areas to be 
cultivated ? 1 think so. If the conditions for taking up land are favourable I think there would be no 
difficulty in getting population,
450. Could you have more favourable conditions than exist in this Colony for the taking up of land ? As 
far as I road current events, there appear to be far more applicants for land than there is land to meet 
the demand.
451. Where do you suppose the population is to como from ? They arc coming from the other colonies 
at present.
452. How would it- be if thousands of farmers in New South Wales are shifted from one district to 
another? Those who aro applying for land now are not New South Wales farmers. Every one knows 
that the bulk of the farmers who are applying for land in New South Wales come from South Australia, 
Tasmania, and Victoria.
453. And they are generally supposed to he better farmers than our local people? That has been my 
experience of them.
454. They cultivate more intensely ? Yes, and have a better knowledge of cultivation.
455. In the event of Ihese railways being made, and the land is cultivated here as it is in Victoria growing 
cereals, say, for ten years, what effect will that have on the soil? It will make it better capable of 
carrying produce than it is to-day.
456. W hat would be the effect of having crops continually taken off the soil? I think in snfficientlv

, large areas, ii, can he worked for a great many years without exhaustion. That, however, is a technical
question
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uestion u'Wch I cannot deal witfc. I think that if the areas are sufficiently largo to enable them to farm 
in a proper way, alternating their crops, and spelling the land occasionally, it will last for many years. 29 Sept. 1897
457. You think that if farmers have reasonable areas, intense cultivation and rotation ot crops will ’
produce larger results in. cereals and wool ? Yes ; that is my impression from what I ha\e seen.
458. Are there not many districts in Yew South lYales, where there is cultivation, which are much worse 
situated as regards railway communication than this particular district? I do not know whether there 
are any places which are really -worse situated in that respect. Some of those people in the neighbour
hood of the area have to cart their produce 42 miles to get to the nearest railway station, and then they have 
to secure a distant market for their grain,
459. Mr. Wright.'] But those who have to cart 42 miles are only a few ? A good many have to cart about 
40 miles. They cannot cut straight across the country; they have to follow such roads as they can get.
4G0. Have you ever been in the Eoekley district ? Yes, ■
4G1. That is an old farming district, and they are without railway communication ? _ Yes ; but the 
Eoekley farmers do not cultivate in the same way that the people cultivate in the Ariah district. At 
Eoekley they have comparatively good seasons, failures being few and far between. Most of the produce
raised there has a market in Sydney ; but the farmers in the Ariah district can only send to Sydney ,
occasionally. . , .
462. The road carriage is about .the same ? Yes ; but Eoekley is a small district compared with this.
463, With a larger population ? Certainly, That goes to prove what I say: that with more intense
cultivation the country is capable of carrying a bigger population. _ , .
4G4, Do you not think vre might reasonably ask the people of this district to show by increased 
ment and larger production that they are entitled to a railway ? I should rather say that you should ask 
how much land they are going to bring under cultivation.
465. Did you go as far as Kildarie ? Yo. _ r 11
466. There m very little leased land in that country, is there not ? I could not say from personal
knowledge, hut it is quite possible. Land nmy be ostensibly in the hands of the selectors, but really it 
may not be; but X tbink that when the Sectional Committee visits the district it will find that most of the 
selected land is in the hands of bona fide people. ,
467. It is quite possible for the laud to be alienated in large blocks, and to he brought under cultivation r
Yes; it is possible that the holders of the land, will find it worth while to do what they are doing in the
Eiverina district. .
468. The Commissioners do not recommend the construction of the line as a possibly paying line, Ao.
409. Yor do you ? No; but it is one that deserves consideration from you gentlemen who can look into 
questions of policy, which I cannot do. ,
470. Jiff. Hoskins.] I suppose you are aware that there is a large population located at Wyaiong and
Temora? Yes. . ,
471. Would it not be better to make the railway from Temora to Ariali than via Coolamon ? It the 
railway were made from Temora to Ariah the Wyaiong people would not be a bit nearer to the market 
than they are now, and for all the traffic which ive send to Temora in twelve months we should require to 
send trucks empty in the wheat seasons to bring away the wheat. You cannot balance either the wool 
or the wheat traffic.
472. The population at Temora is larger than the population at Coolamon ? Yes.
473. Then, would there not be more loaded trams to Temora than there would be to Coolamon ? Yes;
but you have a large population at Temora engaged in producing ore. We are sending empty trucks to 
Temora to bring down ores to the smelting-works on the South Coast. If you are going to deal with a 
big traffic in a community like this, you will always have an exodus of empty trucks in one direction m any 
particular season. The"day before yesterday it came under my notice that we had to send empty trucks '
from Sydney to bring ore from Temora, to he smelted at Lake Illawarra; and you will always find in a 
mining district, outside the ordinary requirements of the population, on the return journey the ores and
other products will more than occupy your empty waggons.
474. At all events, a mining population uses a large quantity of merchandise ? Decidedly.
475. Did it not occur to you, in making up the probable revenue and expenditure, it ought to be added to 
by goods being carried into the district, instead of empty waggons being sent to bring down the wheat, 
from which very little revenue is received ? I have no doubt that in working out their calculations the 
Commissioners did deal with that phase of the question.
476. Do yon know whether they have taken into consideration the fact that a large expense would-be ,
incurred in sending up the empty waggons to fetch, the wheat? They have taken that into consideration
in fixing the rates to Coolamon. If they are satisfied with a rate of 12s. 4d. to Coolamon, I have no 
hesitation in saying that Id. per ton per mile over the rest of the journey will pay. They do mat make 
rates without studying whether it will pay or not. A good load of wheat is not a badly paying thing.
During the wheat season we never run with other than fully loaded trains. ■
477. You have fully loaded trains, but you charge a low rate, and you have to send long trains of empty
trucks ? Decidedly we have ; but that is taken into consideration by the Commissioners. _
478. Considering the large number of persons who are employed about Temora, do you not think that 
trains going via Temora to Ariah would he more likely to be loaded than trains scut to bring down wheat 
via Coolamon ? Yo. Temora is a terminal point with a population of 1,600. To the south of Coolamon, 
and iu the direction of Berrigan, Jerilderie, Hay, and Yarrandera, you havo twice the population that 
you have at Temora. The trucks which are utilised to convey the traffic to those people at Narrandera- 
are equally available for bringing traffic from Coolamon with the waggons that take traffic to 1 emora.
479. Except that all the trucks would run much longer distances ? That would not matter, because you
would have that at Yarrandera. If it would hold good at Temora it would hold good for all tbo mileage 
beyond that country. _ _
480. You have included districts which would have no influence upon it ? Traffic is sent to those 
districts, and the waggons have to find their way back.
481. Chairman.] In the Eailway Commissioners’ report with regard to_the line from TheEock to Green’s 
Gunyah, the distance is given as 25 miles, and the working expenses and total cost £1,625. In the case of 
the Coolamon to Ariah line the distance is 41 miles, and the cost of maintaining permanent way, traffic, and 
locomotive expenses is £3,500;—is it the same class of country? Yes, it is about the same class of country.

303—C 482-
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482. Mr, Zee.] What ia youi opinion of the policy of taking a line as far as Warri only ? I think that if
29 Sept. 1897. a u ie? ^ would meet the requirements of the district,—not quite so good as if it went to

> Ariah ; out 1 think the people north and north-west would not have very much to complain of if they had 
railway communication at Warri.
483. Do you think it would be in the interests of that part of the country if the line started from Grong 
wrong r 1 would really rather not express an opinion.

C^aSS conu*:r3r wouhl it pass through ? The country from Grong Grong I do not know.
485. Is there as large an area suitable for agriculture as there is on the proposed route ? That I could 
not say.
48G, Mr. SumpJiery.'] lou expressed the opinion that there would be a great deal of traffic in ores from 
Temora to the South Coast ? Yes.

^ ould that traffic be continuous throughout the year ? The South Coast works have only recentlv 
started. It is more than probable that the traffic would be continuous throughout tho year. But we 
have no idea what its volume is going to be, nor how long it is going to last.
488. Compared with the traffic on the proposed line, you would have your rolling stock occupied for

. about seven months of the year longer? That is in the carriage of ores back.
489. Yes? Decidedly, if the ore traffic continues.
490. On the one line you would have the wheat traffic for five months out of twelve on the other, you 
would have the ore traffic during the whole year? Probably. If the line to Ariah were constructed, 
ores would be brought down from Yalgogrin. To the west of the line there are mineral developments,

or ml^es out of Grong Grong, and extending for some distance in the direction of Yalgogrin. 
no’ ^hat rates do you get for the carriage of ore from 'Temora ? A Id. per ton per mile, 

iloo m°W r068 ^at C01nl)Eire tie carriage of cereals ? I think the mileage would he about the same.
493. J herefore, if you could secure an equal tonnage from mineral traffic, it would be more profitable
than the traffic on the proposed line, because you would have it for the whole twelve months as against 
only five months of the year ? I am not prepared to say that. We might get too much of it, in which , 
case we should he in the same position that we are with regard to grain—we may have to run empty 
waggons. r J
494. During the wheat and wool season you run empty trucks one wav? Yes; hut we might have to
send trucks for ores. We have had to do it at Gundagai. "
49o. Is it not profitable to work your trains with traffic one way ouly r Not unless you are prepared for 
a big traffic. If you know you have to deal with a large traffic for three or four months, yon have your 
rolling stock concentrated, and you can work it under more economical conditions than you can when 
you have an isolated rush of traffic.
496. Does that mean this: that, instead of having on the proposed line your estimated quantity of produce 
to carry, you have three times that quantity, and therefore there would be no profit, because you would 
have to run your trucks empty one way ? No : the more you increase the volume of traffic the better, 
lour control expenses do not increase, and if vou have an absolute load, from every point you start at 
you save a loss of mileage.
497. I do not quite see how on one lino you must make a loss, and on the other line a profit, whilst on
both lines similar conditions prevail ? For the reason that in no instance should we have the ore coming 
m the same volume. °
498. The answer is that in the one case you have a greater volume of traffic than in tho other ? No ; it
is not that. Wc may have 100 trucks of wheat going from Berrigan and Jerilderie. Those trucks are 
used, m that local service, They have only the empty running between Jerilderie and Berrigan, and a 
portion of them will find their way down to Sydney with flour ; some will go loaded to Murrumburrah aud 
U agga Wagga. We get through loading from that point, pick up loading there again and bring it to 
Sydney. a
499. That is to say, you have to have a different class of trucks ? No.
oOO. would prevent yon, when running mineral trucks, from picking up on the way grain and wool
trucks. Iu the one case the ore has to come to Sydney for reduction; in the other case there are 
fourteen or fifteen country mills to which wheat is sent. A truck may make a dozen trips between 
stations before it comes to Sydney, but tho ore truck comes straight back to Sydney.
501. Are we to understand that the mineral traflic would be less profitable than wool and grain traffic ? 
Decidedly. °

. oOZ Mr. Wright.] Is there any place where there aro half-a-dozen mills on the road ? There are mills
at Jerilderie, Narrandera, Wagga, Albury, Murrumburrah, Cootamundra, and Young.
503. The revenue from the line is estimated at £2,047 per annum, and of that £504 is for the convovance 
of mails. Considering that the mails can be carried for £50, is not £450 of that a revenue that might be 
considered, to a certain extent, bogus ? I have always put it openly before you, and you can form your 
own impression about it. In estimating the revenue from the carriage of postal matter, it is usual to, 
allow the Bailway Department from £12 to £15 per milo for the service.
504. That is irrespective of whether you run a train a day, or a train a week? Yes; it is so much a mile.

Henry Chamberlaine Bussell, C.M.G-., Government Astronomer, sworn, and examined :—
u- ~5e11’ G05-, Carman.] You are the Government Astronomer? Yes. There was a little difllculty with regard 

to the questions put to me from the fact that there were no records at the places named. I have had to 
,’9SMtH97 1 • +i!e I;earest Btations having records extending over a sufficient number of years. Ten years is not
" ■’ ‘ enough to give an average, especially just now, became during the last ten years the rainfall has been

something like 25 per cent, greater than it was during the previous ten years. I have been obliged to 
select stations where the records have been as extensive as possible, in order to get fair results.
506. Will you give the particulars of the rainfall on stations north of the Junee-Narrandcra line? I 
will begin at Ariah. In that district the average rainfall is 20'83 ; then 30 miles-west, at a station called 

£ rainfall is 20'56 ; to Ihe east of that, at Boligamy, it is 20'66 ; at Yalgogrin, to the south
of Ariah, it is 20'38 ; at Barmedman, 21-07 ; at Bygoo, further south, the rainfall is 22'20 ; to the west 
of lhat, at Barrelong, it is 19-52 ; at Mandamah it is 21-41; at Mnrrill Creek, 20'25 ; at Kildary, the

average
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average rainfall is 18'S7. The longest record that I have in that part of the country is one at Cowabbie C- Bussell,
extending over twenty years. The rainfall there is 1872. Then going to the west again at Collinrubie
the rainfall is 20'8S ; at Coolamon itis22'97; at Junee, 2278 ; at Narrandera, 1077; at Gainmain, 2270. 2q/T^O'7
507. Therefore the rainfall over that area of country presumed to be affected by the construction of the ep ' 
line from Coolamon to Ariah varies from 19 to 22 inches, a little over 20 inches being afairmean? Yes,
it would be.
508. What is your opinion of such a rainfall for the cultivation of cereals ? Within a radius of 100 miles 
of Narrandera, or perhaps more, the rain distribution is one of the best in the Colony. They have almost 
entirely satisfactory rains during the wheat-growing period. They have rain in the winter, when they 
Sow the wheat, and an abundance of rain before December, It has often occurred to me as remarkable 
that the wheat-growing industry had not developed earlier about Narrandera, tbe most favourable place 
for it.
509. Twenty inches of rain falling at the right times is sufficient for tho cultivation of cereals ? Yes,
510. Therefore, if the soil is suitable in the vicinity mentioned, agriculture should be a success ? Tes; as 
far as I am able to judge 1 think it would be.

Percy Searr, Principal Assistant Engineer, Hoads Branch, Department of Public Works, sworn, and
examined:—

511. Mr. Black.'] Have you prepared a statement in regard to the roads in the district that will be 
affected by this railway P Yes ; it is as follows :—

Statkment showing Schedule Bonds affected by the construction of the proposed Bailway from Coolamon to Ariah.

Schedule
No. Mileage. Roads.

Amount Voted.
Amount

Expended.
1S92. 1893. 1894. 1895. 1895-8. 1898-7.

£ £ £ ■ £ £ £
•

£ s. d.
331 20 Coolamon to Cowabbie..... 400 400 360 270 360 330 1,585 13 4
338 32 Nn-rrandcra to Oollinroobie...... 95 no 184 12 3
34] 41 Temora to Wyalonc...... 825 1,950 2,050 3,533 18 1
343 22 1 emora to Mandamah.......... 220 260 195 260 260 844 7 6
'6’6b 28 Grong Grong to Warri............. 270 146 18 11

£ 400 620 620 1,290 2,665 3,020 6,295 10 1

P. Searr.

29 Sept,, 1S07.

Total amount voted .... 
,, ,, expended

£S,615 0 0 
6,295 10 1

512. - Have you any reason to think that if a railway were constructed there would be any less expenditure 
on the roads ? No. 1 think it would rather tend to increase the expenditure on the roads.
513. Your experience has been that the construction of railways instead of lessening the expenditure on
the roads has tended to increase the demand P It rather tends in that direction, because it opens up 
country, and increases population, so that more roads are wanted. '
514'. Then the railways cannot be looked upon as taking tbe place of roads ? Not in all cases.
515. Is there a road from Temora to Ariah ? No. There is a road from Temora to Wyaiong. There is 
a road as far as Maudcmah from Temora.
516. Mr. Hoskins.] How much has been spent on that? £844.
517. Mr. Zw.] Which way is the trend of the traflic in that part of tho country bettveen Temora and
ISarrandera? The greater part of it comes from Cowabbie to Coolamon, That is the most important 
road in that direction. The traffic south from Jdandemah goes to Temora; south and west of Ariah it 
goes to Coolamon. '
518. You do not find it necessary to metal the roads there ? Some of the money has been spent on 
metalling after the roads have been cleared. We have not sufficient money, and we have to do it by 
degrees. The principal traffic there is wheat, and it conies in in the early summer, when the roads are 
pretty good ; otherwise there would be a great deal of trouble with the roads there.
519. According to your statement, the annual expenditure on roads there is very small ? Yes ; it is new 
country to us. The soil there carries the traffic very well.
520. I think it can he accepted that the nature of the country is such that a very large expenditure on the 
roads is not required P Not under present conditions, because the heaviest traffic comes in during the 
summer. But if there were a general traffic at all times of the year we should have a great deal of trouble 
with the roads, and there would have to be a very great expenditure upon them, The road from Temora 
to Wyaiong has been in a bad state, because the traffic is on the road all the year.
521. That is bad country for a road, is it not ? Yes.

THURSDAY,
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Henry Clarke, Esq.
Charles Alered Lee, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Erancis Augustus Weight, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Coolamon to Ariah.

Hugh McLachlan, Secretary to the Railway Commissioners, sworn, and further examined ;— 1
H. 522. Chairman.] The Committee desire to know hoiv it ivas that in one instance the cost of maintaining- 

McLachlan. the permanent-way and locomotive expenses amounted to £85, and in another instance to £65, on two 
different routes, Coolamon to A.riah and The Rock to Green's Gunyah, although the country seems much 

30Sept., 1897. Hm same on iwjR routes? As I pointed out, each lino is considered on its merits—that is, there is no
averaging of one line as against another, and the circumstances are never the same iu two cases. Take 
the case of the line to Green's Gunyah. We have a line, not a great distance from it—the Culcairn to 
Corowa line—and that line is only worked three days a iveek, so that we could slmfilo the men backwards 
and forwards to work the line alternately, and therefore the Green’s Gunyah line would not involve what 

, you might call the whole cost of an independent service. In that ivay the cost per mile would be relatively
less than the cost of the line on which you have to employ a separate set of men, and where you have to 
make separate arrangements entirely. Ton divide the cost of the fixed staff in regard to one or two items. 
That will account for the difference between the two estimates.
523. The running of trains three days a week on the Culcairn to Corowa line is a temporary thing ;—we 
hope the time will come, when you will rim trains every day ? It has been going on for about five years,, 
so I do not think it can he considered temporary.
524. Then your reply is, that the contiguity of the Culcairn to Corowa line, enabling the two lines to be 
worked together with the same staff, explains why tbe cost of working one line will be so much less than 
the cost of working the other? Yes ; that is tho reason of the apparent difference in the cost per mile. _
525. How often do you work the line from Narrandera to Jerilderie? I think that on that line there is
a train a day. _
526. Mr. Mosking.] In estimating the working expenses of a line, do you take into consideration tbe fact
that, owing to the small population in the district, you may have to run empty trucks to bring down the 
produce? Yes; but, as a matter of fact, the cost relatively would not be much altered, because one set 
of men would run the empty trains ae well as the full trains. The Commissioners have only debited the- 
branch line with the out-of-pocket expenses. The same drivers and firemen would take the empty as well 
as the full trucks, and the same traffic men and the same permanent-way men would be employed ; so that 
our out-of-pocket expenses would be very much the same in both directions. _ .
527. Mr. Zee.] Since you were here last wc have had Mr. Harper before us giving details as to the 
traffic, and we learn that out of an estimated revenue of £2,047, 25 per cent, would be derived from the

’ carriage of mails ? Yes. _
628. Mr. Harper has also told us that the area under cultivation is 18,000 acres, so it takes 18,000 acres 
to give a prospective freight of £575, and there is an estimated loss of £4,000 on the line ; therefore, if 
the traffic in the future is to consist of grain, cultivation in the district will have to increase by an 
additional 72,000 acres? That would not altogether follow ; because if you put an additional, say, 18,000 
acres under grain, that necessarily would bring a certain revenue for return goods. I do not think you 
could work it out by the same rule. ... .
529. My question was, if the increased traffic is to be derived from grain, it will take practically that
amount of land ? If grain were the only consideration, yes. _
530. Yery little increase can be expected from wool ? 1 do not think there would be a great increase
from wool. _
531. Have you any data in the Department to show whether there is any probability of agriculture 
increasing so largely in that district ? No, -we have no figures.
532. You really have to be guided by the facts presented to you through your officers ? Yes.
533. I presume, then, that by a careful analysis of these figures the Commissioners have been influenced in 
coining to the decision which they did not to recommend this line ? Yes.

Joseph Clarke, Inland Mail Clerk, Postal and Electric Telegraph Department, sworn, and examined:—
J. Clarke. 534- Mr. Zee.] The Committee would like to know what mail services there are from Coolamon towards 
,—Ariah, and from Ariah westward, also whether there are any mail services from Temora towards 

30 Sept.,1897. Mandemah, and from there to Ariah, names of the lines and the amount of the contracts ? The first line 
is that between Coolamon and A.riah. The particulars of that contract are as follow ;—Erom Coolamon 
to Shunnan’s, Ariah via Veetches, M'Kinnon’s Public School and Junction Inn, 42 miles, twice a week 
by two-horse coach, £94 per annum. There is no other mail service connected at Ariah.
535. Is there a mail service from Grong Grong to "Warri? No.
536. Is there a eervicoin that direction'? Yes ; from Coolamon to Warri and Warri saw-mills, »io Bull’s 
Hole Corner, Cowabbie and Murray Creek, 40 miles, twice a week, a four-wheeled coach, two horses, £120.
537. Is there one from Temora to Mandemah? Yes. Erom Temora to Mirrool Creek, Broken Dam, 
Willandra, Yalgogrin, North Murray Station, Hungary, Mandemah, Kildary, White Gate, {■ mile north 
of Kildary, 1-J- mile west of White Gate School and Goodigah, 85 miles, twice a week, sulky and one 
horse, £179.
538. Supposing there were a train running from Coolamon to Anah, which of those lines, if any, would 
vou be able to discontinue ? The one to the left would still be run, I think, to serve roadside people 
from Coolamon to Warri. If they run out from Ariah the roadside people would probably require a- 
mail, and between Temora and Broken Dam I suppose there would be a mail once a week.

539.



1165

MIXBTES OF EVIDENCE—RAII/\VAY* FEOIT COOtiAlTOB' TO ARIAH. & 21

539. Practically the only line that would be discontinued would be tbe one from Coolamon to Ariah ?
Yes. . j 80 Scut 1897
510. That is £94. a year ? Yes. If the distance is 4.2 miles we should have to pay £504 a year, instead ^ ■' '
of £94, as we are paying now. ,
5-11. I suppose that once a railway commences to run, yon are compelled to use the train ? Ho. we are 
not compelled. _
512. In a case like this where the charge is so much increased, would your Department he likely to 
maintain its own service ou the score of cheapness F That would he a matter of policy,
543. Are there any special features in connection with the service that make it desirable to pay this 
largely increased charge to the railway ? I should not think so. T ,
541. Do you derive any special advantage in connection with the parcels post ? Ho. Wc get what we 
can out of that. I do not know whether it would he very large on this lino or not, . . . .„
545. At all events, you are (juite clear as to the alterations that would he necessary in the mail service if 
a line were run to those points—it ivonld only he necessary to discontinue one line ? I think so.
546. Mr. ffiimphcry,'] You mentioned that the mailman called at the chief places between Coolamon and
Ariah ;—would the railway pass those points ? I could not say. _ _
547. It would not necessitate a service from the stations on the railway line to the places that you
mentioned ? I do not think so. . ^
54S. What is the time occupied on tho journey between Coolamon and Ariah P Seven hours. They 
leave Coolamon at noon, and arrive at Ariah at 7 p.m. When they establish a line like that there are 
generally some small platforms on the line, and people receive their correspondence there.
549. Mr. Trickett.'] Is the parcels post a paying branch of the Department? I think it is.
550, In places where railways have been extended, do you find a large increase in the parcels branch of 
the business ? It has increased very much, I believe.

Charles Edward Rennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands, sworn, and examined:—
551. Chairman.] You have brought some maps I believe? Yes; I have brought a map showing tbe C. E. Konnic. 
tenure of Crown land within 20 miles of each side of the proposed railway from Coolamon to Ariah, and
also from Temora to A.riah. On the map the blue colour shows the alienated land under different tenures; dObept., ias7.
the green colour shows tho reserves; the brown tint shows the Crown land; and the blue shading shows
the improvement and settlement leases. I have taken out the totals on the line from Coolamon to Ariah
within the limits mentioned within about 20 miles north-east, north and west, and then a line running
into Coolamon, midway between the Coolamon and Ariah line and Hay line. Within that area there are
453,360 acres of alienated land; 25,760 acres under settlement and improvement leases; 206,080 acres of
reserves, and 293,540 acres of Crown lands. _
552. Adding the two together there are 500,000 acres of Crown land ? Yes, about 500,000 acres of
reserves and Crown land. I will now give an analysis of the Crown lands in that area. Leasehold lands 
217,470 acres which will become available between*the present date and the year 1900 ; land held under 
occupation license, 55,750 acres ; lands untenanted 23,320 acres. ^
553. To that yen must add the reserves, which amount to some 200,000 acres ? Yes.
554. The Crown still holds 500,000 acres? Yes. Ifrom Temora to Ariah the figures run as follows,
within the area shown on the map by tbe red line:—Alienated land, 598.660 acres; settlement and 
improvement leases, 39,300 acres ; reserves, 205.310 acres; Crown land, 306,820 acres. These Crown 
lands are made up as followsLeasehold area, 225,670 acres; occupation license, 32,330 acres ; 
untenanted lands, 48,820 acres. roc
555. There is not tmy very great difference between that and the area yon mentioned before? The 
difference is not very large.
550. Are there any exchanges? I have no information about exchanges. It would make very little 
difference, because if you get land by exchange you have to give up an equal quantity.
557. Have you the number of holdings and the average area of the holdings? No. _
558. Is there any other land in that district unselected, not within reserves or leasehold areas? Yes;
the land that I spoke of as being untenanted. There would be on the Coolamon to Ariah route about 
75,000 acres of land open.______________________________

William MTntyre, Chief Electoral Officer, Chief Secretary’s Department, sworn, and examined.
559. Chairman. Yon have brought us some information with regard to population ? Yes; I have made an W. M'Intyre. 
estimate of the population within the area along the proposed railway from Coolamon to Ariah, via 
Cowabbie. The estimate is based upon the number of electors upon the Parliamentary Electoral Rolls now 30 Sept., 1897. 
in force, from which I have as near as practicable ascertained the number resident at each locality situated
within 15 miles on each side of the proposed railway, from a line 15 miles north of the existing line from 
Junee to Narrandera, to a radius of 15 miles northerly from Ariah. There are portions of two electorates 
within the area, and the total number of electors I estimate at 168, equal to a population of about 
750 souls. The localities within, and the number of electors at each, according to the rolls, are as follow's

Murrumbidgee ^Electorate. Grenfell Electorate.
Ariah ... ... ** ■ • • ... 18 Bolaro ...................................... ... 7
Merool Creek ... ... 2 Bygoo ...................................... ... 8
Methul ... ... ... 20 Kildary ... ... ... .. ... 21
Mimosa (part) ... ... 16 Mandamah West... ... .. ... 10
Mimosa West ... 14 —
Murrill Creek ... ... 16 Total ... .. ... 46
Mumbledool ... »»» ... ... 20
Wallaroobie ... f»• * ... 3
Warri ............... ,,, ... 11
Yarrengarry ... ............... ... 2

Total < ♦ • ■ ■ • ... 122
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Railway from Coolamon to Ariah.

APPENDIX,

[To Evidence of K. Beane, Engineer-in-Chieffar Railway Construction.1 

Tkial Survey—Gkovc, Gkoni'. to Amah. -
Department of Public orka, Railway Construction Branch,

_ Rngineer-in-ChiefE Office, Sydney, 1 October, 1897.
KHFBRiirNG to questions oil and GO of his evidence of the 23rd ultimo, I am directed by the Engineer-in-Chief to forward 
you the attached statement of Crown and alienated land traversed by the tiial survey of the above line.
The Secretary, Public Works Committee. ’ E. HUNGERFORD.

Department of Public Works, Railway Construction Branch,
Enginoer-in-Cbief’s Office, Sydney, 30 September, 1897. 

Grm/j Grong to Ariah.

J,0"’ I" /IP0"? ,t0, y°“V'erb*1 T'mTT' that there are approximately 15 miles 40 chains of Crown land 
lIes ,®5 chal,n-a °f.allana-ted land, travereed by the whole length of the trial survey of the above hue including tbe 

northern portion, winch is also common to the Coolamon to Ariah survey. ’ lnommnS
The Engiueer-in-Chief. C. 0. BURGE.



PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

RAILWAY FROM COOLAMON TO ARIAH.

REPORT.

The Sectional Committee appointed on the 7th October, 1897, to inspect, take 
evidence, and report upon the proposed railway from Coolamon to Ariah have the 
honor to report to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works

1. The Committee, consisting of Mr. T. T. Ewing, (Chairman), the 
Hon. C. J. Roberts, C.M.G., M.L.C., and Mr. George Black, left Sydney by 
train on the evening of the 15th October, and arrived on the following morning at 
Cootamundra, where they commenced taking evidence. At a meeting held in the 
Council Chambers a large number of witnesses, chiefly residents in the town and 
district, were examined, most of whom advocated the construction of a railway from 
Temora towards Wyaiong, with Hillston as its objective point, instead of a line from 
Coolamon to Ariah. Some of the witnesses expressed the opinion that whether a 
line from Coolamon be constructed or not, a line from Temora, in the direction 
indicated, would be a matter of necessity.

On the following day the Sectional Committee proceeded to The Rock for 
the purpose of inquiring into the proposal to construct a railway from that place to 
Green’s Gunyah. On the 16th the Sectional Committee arrived at Coolamon, 
where they resumed the inquiry respecting the proposed Coolamon-Ariah line. A 
considerable number of witnesses gave evidence in favour of the proposal, and on 
Wednesday proceeded to inspect the route of the line, which they traversed as far as 
Warri. A meeting was held at TJley, on the same day, when evidence was obtained 
bearing on the question of the route of the proposed line and the probable effect 
of railway construction upon the wool, wheat, and timber industries. At this place 
some of the witnesses advocated the construction of the line from Grong Grong 
instead of from Coolamon. Erom Uley, on the following day, the Sectional Com
mittee proceeded to Methul, where they were met by a number of farmers, landowners, 
and others, most of whom strongly opposed the construction of the line, as proposed, 
from Warri to Ariah, and advocated a deviation to the east, which would carry 
it more directly towards Ariah and take it on the eastern side of the Cowabbie 
Ran»e. After inspecting the country between Methul and Mimosa, evidence wras 
taken from witnesses wdio also desired tbe line to bo kept to the eastward of the 
Cowabbie Range, so as to meet the wants of the numerous settlers in the Methul 
district. Erom Mimosa the Sectional Committee proceeded to Temora, where they 
were met by the members of the Railway League and a number of townsmen, who 
informed them that they had not sufficient information with regard to the western 
country to enable them to give evidence which would be of any value. ^

*2. Between the Lachlan and the Murrumbidgee lies a great area of undeveloped 
country, which will probably be intersected in the near future by a line extended west 
from Wvalong to Hillston. To the south of this line, and between it and tbe Hay line, 
taking Wyaiong as an illustration, a distance of about 65 miles intervenes, which is 
fairlywell maintained to Hillston, which lies, approximately, 60 miles direct north 
(by scale) from Carrathool.

The Committee thought it well to take into consideration the territory 
bounded on the north by the projected line to Hillston from Wyaiong; on the east 
by part of the line from the Murrumburrah to Blayney line, and from Murrumburrah 
to Junee Junction; on the south by the line from Junee Junction to Hay, and 
extending west towards the Lachlan. This, practically, is the area now under 
consideration, into which the line from Cootamundra to Temora has already been 
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constructed in a westerly direction. The main inquiry is circumscribed by a line from 
Coolamon to Ariah : thus an opportunity of expressing an opinion in detail upon the 
whole of this extent of country was not afforded the Sectional Committee. Still the 
investigations have been sufficiently extensive to enable definite views to be expressed 
with regard to it, and to enable suggestions to be made for its ultimate development. In 
laying down a railway in any tract of country it is necessary to decide what system 
will be adopted in dealing with the outlying area, and, therefore, consideration must 
he given not only with regard to the immediate requirements and present produce, 
hut whether it trill form part of a scheme for the systematic development of the 
whole of adjacent territory.

3. The class of country may be fairly well described as being suitable for agricul
ture from Coolamon to Temora. Erom Temora to Ariah (except two narrow belts of 
country); from Ariah as far west as Binya, and from thence down on to the Hay 
line, with the exception of such portions of the country as arc too broken, aud some 
of the plains adjacent to the Junee-Hay line, may be classed as suitable for the 
gi’owth of cereals. North-east from Ariah, towards Barmedman, although a consider
able portion of the land is suitable for cultivation, it is not uniformly good, being 
broken in places, and interspersed with belts of mallee and ironbark. North-east 
from Ariah, towards Wyaiong, for a considerable distance there is cultivable land. 
Somewhat south from Buddigower there are belts of mallee and ironbark, hut with 
good wheat-growing land intervening, which class of country extends fairly well to 
Wyaiong. I Vest from a line direct from Ariah. to Wyaiong, good land extends to 
Mount Yalgogrin. The stock route, passing to the east of that Mount, lies in 
good country; but wrest from this, extending in a northerly, then in a westerly 
direction, passing north of the stock route above Currajong, and thence westerly 
to Sim’s Gap, thence following south-easterly through Cocapaira, passing The Peak, 
and then to Moombooldool North, then bearing, in a north-easterly direction to 
Mount Yalgogrin, Jies a great belt of country described as mallee scrub. East, west, 
and north of Sim’s Gap, and from Binya going west and north, there is a consider
able extent of broken country. The plain also from Carrathool and Hay extends 
a considerable distance to the north. To the north from this plain and west, and 
north from Kooba lies a large tract of country which is described as suitable for the 
growth of cereals.

With regard to portions of this district far removed from Ariah and 
Coolamon (in a vicinity which the Committee had no opportunity of inspecting), it 
will he understood that the descriptions are only approximately correct. Still they 
are sufficiently accurate for practical purposes. A full description in detail of so 
great an extent of country could only be obtained by a greater expenditure of time 
than the Sectional Committee felt justified at this stage in devoting to it.

4. The line from Coolamon to Ariah submitted by Parliament is open to serious 
objections. First because it passes away from the Hay line at an acute angle and 
therefore remains on one side for a longer distance than is desirable within the 
influence of that line. At Warri it turns somewhat east of north. If it wrere desirable 
only to approach the country in the vicinity of Ariah—Warri would he a sufficient- 
distance to construct the line at present. It would be desirable also to obtain a 
more direct route to the Hay line. A deviation via Methul, some S miles distant 
from the present location in an easterly direction, was suggested, a strong point 
being made of the surrender to the Crown of some 30,000 acres of land in its 
vicinity ; hut although the district around Methul would furnish a considerable 
freight to the railway from the settlement already in existence, and there will 
probably he an immediate extensive increase, no extension towards the south is at 
present desirable, nor can such he made advantageously with a due regard to the 
ultimate extension of the railways of the Colony. The sketch accompanying this 
report lays down with tolerable accuracy the section of country for which railway 
communication is necessary south from the projected line via Wyaiong to Hillston, 
and north of the present line from Junee to Hay. For 15 miles south of the 
extension to Wyaiong, and 15 miles north from the Hay line, no produce wrill reach 
either of these systems at a less road carriage than 7s. 6d. per ton for wheat, and 
12s. 6d. per ton for wool. If a railway be constructed from Temora, passing between 
Warri and Ariah, thence by Moombooldool, Binya, and Kooba towards Gnnbar, it 
would intersect about midway this tract of country, and thus divide equally the 
territory, lying outside a 7s. 6d. rate per ton for wheat, between the proposed

extension
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extension via Wyaiong and the Hay line. Before recommending the construction of 
a line in this position, it requires to be proved that the produce from this area would 
he sufficient to furnish freight for a railway, render accessible a considerable 
agricultural settlement, and increase the value of the Crown land sufficiently to 
justify the expenditure. The Committee have excluded from the estimates any 
lands within 15 or 20 miles of any existing or projected line. '

5. I he land within the influence of a line traversing this country 
in a westerly direction may be described as being fairly suitable on the whole 
for agricultural purposes. West from Temora some inferior lands would be passed 
through, also some ironbark country not far from Mimosa West. A rough 
range may require to be dealt with east from Warri. North from Binya there is 
some abrupt country which may require a deviation in the suggested route, hut 
within the area affected by such a line the good land forms a great proportion of the 
total extent. North from Moombooldool lies a belt of mallee country {shown on the 
sketch). Opinions with regard to the value of this land during the early portion of 
the inquiry were adverse, but after as full consideration as the Sectional" Committee 
felt entitled to make (with reference to a matter not absolutely before them)’, they 
came to the conclusion that the land should not be excised f rom the enquiry as being 
useless. The evidence of men who had cultivated mallee lands, and who had oppor
tunities of comparing these with the the mallee districts of Victoria, was to the 
effect that they would offer a good field for settlement, and could readily be 
brought under cultivation if proper means of communication were provided. This 
is probable, and if it he so it much strengthens the case for the construction of a 
line such as the Committee deem it wise to suggest. The annual rainfall in this 
district varies from 18 to 22 inches, and although the lesser amount will render the 
growth of cereals precarious at times, it is not too small, falling as it does in this 
district, to prevent agricultural settlement from being fairly satisfactory to the 
occupant, and preferable to pastoral occupation alone. These descriptions are subject 
to modifications in detail where, for instance, intrusions such as the Cowabbie Range 
and tracts of ironbark and inferior country occur, which, however, do not seriously 
affect the general character of the country.

6. If a line from Coolamon or Grong Grong towards the north be justifiable, 
a very short tinm must elapse before lines going north from other portions of the 
Hay-Junee line will also ho required. It therefore becomes a question whether these 
lands are to he developed by a number of short lines going north to various centres 
along this great belt of country, or intersected by a lengthy western line.

7. In order that the influence of the projected line should not be over-estimated, 
the limit of country has been curtailed to 25 miles—that is, 12| miles on either side 
of a fairly direct line from Temora to Gunbar. A fair net return 'from pastoral 
land in this district appears to be about 3s. per acre. There is a general concensus 
of opinion that, taking an average over a period of years, a net return of 15s. per 
acre is not an over-estimate for agricultural occupation. If, therefore, it be possible 
to substitute agricultural settlement for pastoral, the wealth of the district will be 
materially increased. Tbe rent paid by the pastoral lessees is stated to he between 
2d. and 3d. an acre per annum. If these lands were available for settlement, and 
were within 15 miles of a railway, in the opinion of residents well competent to 
judge, a rent of from 2s. to 4s. an acre could readily be obtained. The area of 
Crown lands lying in a belt of country which would be benefited by an extension due 
west from Temora to Warri, 25 miles in width, extending west to a point 15 miles from 
Warri, is approximately 340,000 acres—i.e., about half the land is still in possession 
of the Crown; further west the Crown areas become greater. If such access as will 
permit this land to be occupied for cultivation be provided, it is obvious that the 
increased value given to the Crown lands alone must be much greater than the cost 
of the railway, or if the State he prepared to lease a fair proportion of the land, tbe 
increased rent obtainable would much exceed the interest on the initial cost and the 
estimated working expenses.

The cost of conveying the wheat produce of an acre of land a distance of 
15 miles in this district by road is approximately 2s. 6d. The State could place this 
extra rental upon the lands if to this extent the cost of land carriage was lessened 
without placing the farmer in a worse position, for it is immaterial to the producer, 
generally speaking, whether he pays the extra charge in rent or in carriage.

8.
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8. Within 15 miles of Warri, as a centre, there are now 19,000 acres of wheat, 
which with the trade in timber, wool, and hack freights, and the certainty of large 
developments in the near future, would fairly well justify the construction of a line 
to that place. The position of Warri to-day is typical of that of half-a-dozen centres 
which will certainly come into existence in the country north of the Hay line. 
Thus the development of the country—if it follow upon the same lines as the 
proposal before the Committee—will necessitate the construction of several short 
lines aggregating (say) 150 miles of railway, the first 15 miles of each of which will 
pass through country already fairly well provided for by the main line. On each 
of these separate lines there will be terminal charges, and a service inferior to that 
on a through line, and the produce will be conducted to the south, which is 
intended to reach the sea-board at the port of Sydney to the north-east. On each 
one of these feeders, produce from country lying but little north of west from 
Cootamundra will be brought a distance of 35 miles south, to be again conducted 
north along the main southern line.

9. The Sectional Committee is of opinion that the Coolamon-Ariah line 
should not be carried out; but suggest that a line be surveyed approximately in 
the position shown, on the sketch herewith, and as close to a direct line from Temora 
towards Gunbar as engineering considerations will permit.

A brief epitome of the reasons already set forth will not be out of place :—
(i) That there is a vast area of land, situated in a belt 25 miles wide, lying 20 to 

45 miles north from the Hay line, suitable for the growth of cereals.
(ii) It is not desirable to carry to the south, traffic whicli is intended eventually 

to reach the main port of the Colony for shipment.
(in) Within the specified area a special rate may be charged.
(iv) There is already a great extent of genuine settlement in this portion of the 

district.
(v) The increase in the value of Crown lands alone will justify the work.
(vi) The agricultural produce of the Colony must be conducted as cheaply as 

possible to the seaboard.
(vn) A large farming population will be immediately available if proper means 

of access be provided.
In onr opinion, this work should he immediately taken in hand, not only in the 
interests of the present occupants, but in order that the Crown may obtain the 
increased value which a work of this description will give to the public estate. The 
Crown is leasing lands at 2d. to 4ld. per acre which will readily bring 2s. and 
4s. per acre if suitable means of communication he provided. If the line were 
decided upon, say as far as Warri, aud the lands designed in suitable areas, almost 
the whole of this country could he settled advantageously at once. The second 
section might be extended to Moombooldool, or this point could be made one section 
from Temora.

By tbe time tbe railway was completed, tbe traffic, with fair seasons, would 
probably justify its construction, and the State would he in receipt of the increased 
value of the lands. The demand for any suitable lands aud the recent experience of 
Victoria in the ballots for the mallee country make it clear that the population is 
available to occupy the country if suitable access be given. If the land be alienated 
before the railway is constructed it is clear that the State will lose the special value 
which the expenditure will give these lands. The course proposed is exactly that 
which would he followed by any business man in dealing with his own estate.

At suitable distances along the route, station-sites should be chosen near the 
centres of the most productive tracts of country and where water can be readily 
stored. These would become business centres of the various districts. The lands 
should he graded in zones; the value being decided by the quality of tbe soil and tbe 
cost of road carriage. Railways should be located, unless there are very strong 
reasons to the contrary, where the public estate will reap tbe fullest benefit.

THOS. EWING,
Chairman.

26th October, 1897.
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

EAILWAY FROM COOLAMON TO ARLAH.

[iJVIIElSr BEFOUL THE SECTIOUAL COMMITTEE.]

SATURDAY, 9 OCTOBER, 1897.

[27;c Sectional Commiltec 'met at the Council Chambers, Cootamundra, at 10 «.■)«-]
JO resent:

' THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, Esc;. (Chauimas). .

Tho IIos. Ciiahles Jahiss Eoukbtj. C.M.G-. j George Black, Esq.

The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a line of Eailway
from Coolamon to Ariali,

John James Miller, auctioneer, and stock and station agent, Cootamundra, sworn, and
examined:—

E Chairman.] How long liavc you been resident in the district ? Twenty-four years. J. J. Miller.
2. Vou have a full knowledge of the district? Yes, and of the district running west past Hillston, and ^—n
out between tho Lachlan and the Darling. _ 9 Oct., 1897.
3. Aud of tho country directly west of the line? Yes; I have been eleven years in the business as a
stock and station agent and twenty-four years engaged in agricultural and grazing pursuits. _ _
-l. Do you desire to make a statement ? I wish to give the Committee my knowledge of the district 
between here and Temora, Temora to Wyaiong, Wyaiong to Cudgellico, and from Cudgellico to Hillston,
Mossgicl and Ivanlioo, and also to give my opinion as to the most desirable route for the railway, and the 
best in the interests of the country.
5. And also with regard to the extension from Temora due west by Broken Dam and Ariah ? Yes. In 
tho iirst place a committee took evidence some years ago in regard to tho construction of a line from 
Cootamundra to the north-west, and the evidence given here then in favour of a line to Temora was based 
on tho expectations that it would continue through from Temora. There was no ’Wyaiong then at all.
It was based upon the possibility of a line running right through to tap the South Australian border at 
Broken H'ill. Although at that time there was no sign of the springing up of Wyaiong, the Government 
made that line, and it was considered that that would be the first section of a line running toivards the 
South Australian border. After the construction of that lino to Temora, a largo number of selectors went 
out to that district, and took up land a considerable distance beyond Wyaiong, between Wyaiong, liillstou, 
and Lake Cudgellico. They took up that land with the belief that this line to Temora would form the 
first section of a through line to Adelaide. Those settlers have had very great difficulty to contend with— 
drought, rabbits, and other things, and they have no railway communication to enable them to get their 
produce to a market. A line from Temora would bo of great benefit to the people who went out there to 
make (heir living, and it would he the means of opening up a large extent of Crown lands which aro now 
lying idle. The land, as far as my knowledge goes—and I have had considerable experience as a practical 
farmer—is very good, and I have no hesitation in saying that there is some of the very best wheat laud 
lying between Temora aud Hillston. No matter whether you take the road via Cudgellico or the other, 
you get a splendid area of agricultural land.
0. Your contention is limited to this : that the lino should go from Wyaiong into Temora and Coota- 
mundra.and not across to Grenfell and Koorawatha ? Yes. 1 should like to impress upon the Committee 
the desirability of a line from Wyaiong into that country. I look at it, not from a local point of view, ■ 
but as a national line which will open up country even beyond Wyaiong, and right through to Menindic. I 
should like to say what I know about Lake Cudgellico and its probable future. Besides the vast extent 
of agricultural land there, we have a lake which, if the river is locked, could he kept full, and would 
provide for a very largo settlement, and the settlers could go in for irrigation farms. Harms there can 
grow 10 acres of potatoes at 10 tons fo the acre by irrigation from the lake. If that can be done on a 
small scale it can bo done on a large scale by establishing good irrigation farms. My opinion is that a 
considerable extent of land could be irrigated at Lake Cudgellico. A considerable area of the land lies at 
a less elevation than the Lachlan in fresh, and there is a good market in tho west. There is a weir at 
Willanthry, and already produce can be grown there. Between Hillston and Mossgiel there is some of 
the finest wheat land in the Colony. It is good chocolate soil and nearly all plain country. I think that 
the farmers there should make wheat-growing pay if they get tt or 7 bushels to the acre. There is such a 
profusion of growth there in winter and spring that no doubt wheat can he grown well if they get it 
matured before the dry weather comes on. I havo no doubt that millions of acres there, which some 
people say will not grow wheat, will grow wheat profitably in years to come. There is no stone of any 
kind there for miles. In wet weather I have travelled there ; but travelling is a matter of very great 
difllculty, in consequence of there being no material available for road metal. It must, therefore, he as 
cheap to construct a light line of railway as it is to cart material for making macadamised roads. They 
have to bring stone a considerable distance to make streets there. It will be almost as cheap to construct 
a light line of railway as to make a good road. There are no engineering difficulties, except where floods 
come down the rivers. Outside of that there are no engineering difficulties whatever. I have been along 

303 (nj—A both
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J. J. Miller, tot]! the routes last surveyed—tho line from Temora to Hillston and tbe line from Temora to Hillston via 
noTlSST ?ut3fiellico' m!iy say Cudgellico is worthy of every consideration. The construction of a
' 0 ■’ '■ line through that locality would mean a detour of a few miles. I think it would be a matter of making

the line 1G miles longer: but it is a matter for consideration as to whether we should leave an important 
place like Cudgellico without railway communication. There should he an extension of the railway west 
from "Wyaiong, not neglecting the importance of Cudgellico, touching the important centre of Hillston, 
and intercepting such trade ae is likely to^be obtained between tho Lachlan and the Darling, and eventually 
getting to Broken Hill. '
7. That is your idea of future development? Tes.
S. Then there is the question as to whether the line is to come into Temora, and not to go across to 
Grenfell ? It is all good agricultural land between Barmedman and Wyaiong. If a railway line is to be 
taken from Wyaiong across the Bland Creek, it would go through a very largo extent of clay country, 
not suitable for wheat, although it is splendid fattening country. The clay comes very near the surface.
9. How wide is that area of country on the Bland ? Brom 25 to 30 miles.
10. How far is it from Grenfell to Wyaiong ? About 70 miles.
11. Then 25 out of tho 70 miles would not he suitable for agricultural settlement ? Ho ; not the same 
as the land between Temora and Barmedman. I know that about Grenfell there is some good agricultural 
land. I have no hesitation in saying that Grenfell is entitled to a railway on its own account. But a 
line from Temora to "Wyaiong would be the natural outlet for the traffic of that district. A great many 
stations there do all their financial business in Melbourne. The line is one which should he made iu view 
of Federation coming about. It would be trying to make water go up hill to take the trade through 
Grenfell, aud on to Koorawatha. Cootamundra is an established centre, midway between Melbourne and 
Sydney, and the people in tho district through which this line would go have all established business 
connections with us, and a great many from Melbourne tis well as from Sydney. It seems to me an 
unnatural outlet for that business, which has not been in touch with Grenfell or Koorawatha, to make a 
line to drag it that way, as it were. This is the natural outlet for that trade, and the first section of the 
intended extension has been made to Temora. The effect of that has been to build up a business connection 
between here and the country about Wyaiong. J might hero refer to the report of a Committee that took 
evidence in 1895, on the Temora line. One reason why they would not recommend tho line from Temora 
to Wyaiong was, that the population of "\\ryalong did not justify the expenditure. Wyaiong has now 
established itself. There is a permanent township, and the mining carried on seems to he of a permanent 
character. There is a good area of agricultural land out there, settlement has gone on, and I think the 
fact has been fully established that the population of Wyaiong is permanent, and will be increased if 
railway communication is given. With regard to the water supply of Wyaiong, I do not know whether 
anything very considerable has been done. The report of the Committee of 1895 says that the population 
of Wyaiong does not justify such an expenditure as the construction of a railway would necessitate; that 
the successful development of the field depends largely upon a permanent water supply, which was not 
then in existence ; that the policy of the Government with regard to the leasehold areas in its vicinity 
has not yet been disclosed. Also that the !?arkes-Condobolin line, having been approved by the Committee, 
an extension via Wyaiong can no longer bo regarded as a line to tap tbe western country. I beg 
to refute that. An extension via Wyaiong is really the natural means of tapping that western country, 
especially now it is found, after investigation has been made, that a line from Condobolin to TJuabalong 
is not likely to servo the interests of the country like a line from Wyaiong. I have no hesitation m saying 
that the proper natural outlet of the traffic from Wyaiong is via Temora to the main Southern line. " It 
would be 15 or 1G miles longer via Cudgellico; but J think it would pay the country to make that detour.

1 12. You believe that Cootamundra has long been regarded as the trading centra for tho district around
Temora and Wyaiong; and you say that the Government has lent itself to that idea by extending the 
line from Cootamundra to Temora ? Yes.
13. You believe still further that the junction of an important town to the west should ho on the main 
railway system of tho Colony, not on a branch line? Certainly.
14. The suggestion you make is that, to bring the produce from Ariali on to the Hay line at Coolamon, 
would be a menace to the trading interests of Cootamundra ? Yes ; and besides that to the interests of tho 
farmers themselves. Look at the heavier haulage there would be—to draw that produce out to Coolamon by 
rail, then down to Junce, and hack to Cootamundra. That would be saved by bringing the railway direct to 
Cootamundra in the first instance.
15. The distance is, approximately, 36 miles greater? Yes.
16. With regard to the character of the country between Temora and Ariah, and Coolamon and Ariah, 
which, in your opinion, is the better country ? There is a great deal more settlement between Coolamon

' and Ariah. But a line from Temora to Wyaiong would not go through Ariah. Between Temora and 
Ariah it is ironbark country for a distance of 5 or 6 miles. "But once you get over that part of it, the land 
is all good wheat land.
17. Thirty miles out of 36 is suitable for agricultural settlement? Yes.
18. You would urge that there should he a connection with the main line, rather than with a branch line ? 
Even if the Ariah line is carried out to Coolamon. It will be on the branch line then, and it will be very 
inconvenient for travelling stock.
19. Is there anything else that you wish to say ? 1 should like to tell tho Committee my opinion—as one
who has been in the stock business for a number of years—on this subject. I think that the future of 
store stock travelling on the line is very promising. Hitherto the Commissioners have robed upon fat 
stock, hut I think that for the future most of the store stock will be carried by railway. At present wc 
have stock routes. We have a large amount of country in the mountains which is of no use, except in tho 
summer months. It is used for grazing at a time when the country out back is suffering from drought. 
Large numbers of stock have been removed in summer time to the hilly country. It cost 6d. a head to 
send them by road to the hilly country, and it takes six weeks to bring them. In future years the Eailway 
Commissioners will get all that business on a line running there in dry times.
20. That applies to any railway ? Yes; stock owners will make use of the line to bring in the stock. It 
will be much quicker and cheaper. There is a prospect of a big business being done in store stock traffic 
in years to come. I desire to add with regard to the extension of the railway into the western country 
that for tho carriage of stock, since the stock will be required to go direct to the mountains, there is a

direct
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direct route to Cootamundra, Gundagai and Tumut, and the railway has "been made to Gundagai.
Ultimately that lino will go on to Tumut, and into the mountainous country, and stock coming out of the 'T~~T'V 
level country to Wyaiong through Cootamundra-, will go direct to G-undagai to the mountainous country * 
for summer grazing. If & railway were constructed to Wyaiong it would take the sheep right away. It 
is a big thing to tho grazing districts. It means a saving to the country of thousands of. sheep, the 
development of the railway business, and tho opening up of that mountainous country, Jiven in good 
Reasons people would he able to utilise it, because they would get their stock backwards and forwards by 
tho railway. If the ewes are sent away in lamb, they must lamb in the mountains before they can return, 
mid it takes a month io get into the 'mountains by r'oad, and according to the law they must stay four 
months before removal. ,
21. The mountain country lies between Gundagai and Cootna, and if a line from the western country goes 
to Grenfell, we have then to travel an extra length of railway from Koorawatha to Cootamundra; if the 
Ariah line goes to Coolamon, then you have to make unnecessary northing from Coolamon to Cootamundra ?
Yes, besides knocking the sheop about in travelling the extra distance^ Cattle would suffer as wen. 1 
desire also to say that, if tbe line were extended from Temora to A.riah, it would intersect a wheat growing 
area, the traffic of whicli at present comes via Temora to a very large extent, and then to Cootamundra to 
get to the various markets. With reference to the Mimosa settlements, it does not appear that they will 
be specially benefited by a line from Coolamon to Ariah, since their present trade is with lemora, but 
another witness will be able to deal more in detail with the case.

William Miller, stock and station agent, Cootamundra, sworn, and examined : ■
22. Mr. Roberts.] Ton heard the evidence of the last witness ? Yes.
23. Bo you endorse all that ho stated with regard to the country west of Wyaiong ? Yes.
24. And as to the desirableness of getting to Hillston ? Yes. _ ,
25. You arc aware that this is an inquiry as to the desirableness of constructing a railway from Coolamon
to Ariah? Yes. _ . ,
2G. Do you wish to show that in the interests of the country it would be a mistaken policy to construct 
the proposed line of railway from Coolamon to Ariah? Tes; but I should like to express my news 
shortly upon the policy of the proposed extension. _ . ,
27. Do your views entirely coincide with those of the last witness with regard to tho extension of the 
railway from Temora ? Yes. I should like not only to endorse all that he said, but also to add a little to it.
28. If I understood the last witness correctly, what he wished to show was that the expenditure of money 
in the construction of the line from Temora to Wyaiong would be far more satisfactory than a similar 
expenditure in the construction of a railway from Coolamon to Ariah, or from Temora to Ariah ? lhat 
is so as regards a line from Temora to Ariah. J. would not say from Coolamon to Ariah.
2t>. Do you think it would be more advantageous in the interests of tho country to make a line from 
Temora to Wyaiong than to make one from Temora to Ariah ? Most decidedly.
30. Do you wish to make any further statement? I should like to express my opinion from my know-,
lodge of all that country and apart from local interests altogether knowing alt lhat country as I do from 
here to Hillston and Wyaiong, from Wyaiong to the Lachlan li-iver, and from Coolamon to Ariah, and 
from Koorawatha to Wyaiong, and I think my judgment will be pretty sound. X can speak from honest 
conviction as to what the wisest policy would be for pastoral and local interests. Apart from the interests 
of Cootamundra, which are not particularly great in regard to this extension, X may state that the stepping- 
stone to a great trunk system has been laid down from Cootamundra to Temora already, X call it a trunk 
system as distinguished from a branch railway, such as that would be from Coolamon to Ariah, a small 
branch to serve no ulterior end. _ _ _ , , ,
31. How many miles is it from Cootamundra to Temora by rail ? Thirty-eight miles. _ At the inquiry or 
1S90 I gave some evidence. The understanding then was, when we gave our evidence in favour of .a line 
from Cootamundra to Temora, that it was not merely to provide facilities for the traffic from Temora, but 
lhat the line was to form the first section of a great national work. Had we known that we were only 
working for a small branch railway, I do not think our enthusiasm would have been so great as it was, 
Tho interests of the country would not have been served so well by a small branch line as they would by a 
great trunk system. We were looking forward to the opening up of a great central area of the country 
by a trunk system of railways which would connect the central districts of the Colony, the great western 
districts, not only with the Sydney market but also with the main trunk line here at a point midway 
between the two capitals of New South Wales and. Victoria. The whole of this line from Cootamundra 
to the Lachlan, vid Wyaiong, would open up a variety of country—pastoral country, mining country, 
large tracts of agricultural country, and country well stocked with timber. It you look at the map of the 
railway system of the Colony, vou will notice that we have already the South-western lino opening up tho 
lower Eiverina country, and one severing the country between the Southern and the AVesternlines. Between 
those two branches, and tbe western line and Parkes, there is a vast belt of good country that requires a 
railway. The point is that if wc advocate a*railway system it should be one that serves the country best, 
and we ought to go in more for a system than for supplying local wants. We must find a line to intersect that 
country, and leave the small branch lines to come later on. A railway from here to XVyalong, the first 
section of which lias been made at a cost of £100,000,1 understood was to bo a great trunk line to 
intersect the interior of the Colony. If you compare that with the necessity of a line from Coolamon to 
Ariah, you will see that they are absolutely different—one is a small branch lino to meet a few local wants, 
which in my opinion were hardly wauls at all. When you get agricultural country within 25 miles of a 
railway, that country is well served. Taking 25 miles from 41, you are serving 16 miles of country. And 
I do not think there would be much enthusiasm in favour of that amongst people outside of the district 
directly interested. The object of advocating a line to Wyaiong is, not so much to serve the interests ot 
Wyaiong, or of new country, as to intersect tho wide area of country fairly stockable so as to serve all 
the country that lies between the railway systems of the west, and the southern system. Taking mto 
consideration that all that is new country, which has been locked up for fifteen years by the Land Act of 
1884, that the biggest proportion of agricultural land in that stretch of country is held by tho Crown, and 
that a railway right through to the Lachlan would put 10s. an acre at least on the value of the Crown 
estate, I thin It anyone will see the desirability of constructing such aline. At present there are selections 
for sale—freehold land near the Lachlan River at 10s. or 15s. an acre, with improvements to the value of

W. Miller. 

0 Oct,, 1897.
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- 10a. an acre upon it, If it were reached by a railway, that land would increase in value by 10s. an acre. 
9 Oct 189V ■] J?,U are aware1 tae 1;:ast area of Crown land in that district, you can see that tbe cost of makiuc a

" ' oo tlCr0 ™uld J0 srea% reduced by tlie augmented value which it would give to the Crown lands.
.U. Chairman ] Suppose a railway were made to Wyaiong, could the Government readily dispose of the 
large areas of land adjacent to that line ? They could dispose of it all at a freehold value of £1 an acre. 
I think the land closely situated to a railway platform will have an annual value of Is. an acre, aud from 
o to 10 miles away, 9d. an acre.
33. Such land as you would find in large ijuantities between Wyaiong and ITiliston, aud between Temora 
and Ariahr lea; land suitable for immediate agricultural improvement. From 10 to 20 miles distant 
tbe rental value would be Gd. an acre with a good tenure of twenty-ehdit years- 
3-1. Without it what is the land worth ? From Id. to 2d. an acre. D ‘
35. Would farmershe found to settle on that country if the Government made a railway there? I am 
positive of it, from information which I had of a ballot which took place for land recently.

How many people, as a rule, will ballot for sucb land, keeping in view the country that we are speaking 
of? At Aaromine there were 133 applicants for one settlement lease. i o
3/. Can you give any instances in this district? A acant land is scarce here. 
ciS. Ts there wbent land leased here ? Yes j on tho lar^o estates*
39. Can you give us any reason for the opinion which you have expressed? I know by the inquiries that 
aro made tor land. J 1
‘U)- fs there much inquiry for wheat-growing land in this district? Tes
41. Are you aware of m.y wheat-growing land similar to the land under consideration, which is leased? 
lea similar country The Ivorth Junee estate, and the Houlaghaivs Creek country, is all leased on the 
half-share system, and partly on clearing leases.
42. What docs it bring to the large estate holders, taking the half-system, or any other system ? He gets 
all his landclcared and improved, that is one thing; and he gels one-third of the crop. It depends ou 
the season what the return is.
it? ,nan haB Slmliar ]ancl acliacen1; to a railway line, would he bo prepared to accept Is. an acre for

44. What would he expect to get ? From 4s. to 5s.* an acre
45. Therefore it is a reasonable inference that if the State changes the basis from pastoral to agricultural
occupation by the construction of a railway, it omdit to get Is an acre ? Tes
TTl'll^f0 ^ n1V°^inS tre CXte^i0]’ ^ °the 3ine from Temo,,a Wyaiong, vour desire is to tap
Ildlston , lo tap the Lachlan I am not particular ivhere, as long as it is a central trunk system.
4/. JJo you regard Hillston as tho most favourable point ? Tot direct]v ■'

?he TV* CuJSelHco. Going'towards Wyaiong, and slrildng 
i Cfrf 8 ^ .8t,011'th? ra!l'vay J1"® hllss a tarreji chain of mountains; whereas if it were made

V T Tnl*dl^ra?Ct a Str?-tch of “gncultural country about 40 miles wide. J advocate tbe
—-r 0 4I1 111 rat0 V/?'a]oilg vta CadSelhco, because it would have about 25 miles of good agricul
tural land on either aide of it: whereas it you go via Barmedman to Hillston, von would hare the good 
Jana on only one Bide. ' ^ fa
l9m!L3r C-nB,df ^ d<lirabloe t0vf CudSellico' Could not some mileagc'bc saved by branching off
to^b,g01'iS th?re,; J?r’ at VIC(; 13 to keeP as far to tke north of that road as possible, then 
you intersect more good agricultural land. ^

thf line7finwi't,r 20 CudgeIlic® ? but the further vou keep away from the
re^rd tortB k-amSfr0fL Wya- 0:iSTt0 Hlllston>tlle more good agricultural land you intersect. With 
thoTI twn F0]e i ’ Say f™m koowledge of tbe Grenfell district, having lived
nwtnf ’ 116 ‘^T'oohiiralintcrest there deserves a light line of railway from some point, but
fjTiJ be opinion, to_ extend tbe radway iu that direction when you have such a
“ ^ Cootamundra a point from which to connect the mountains with the western

aZnlh,,,. Trn Jfr0m^r°rf?l1 t0 U -Vali'n^ 1 “ightaay.on the whole, is absolutely unfit for 
^ Ur°; ] kn0'T e'Tory step of the country from Grenfell to Wyaiong. Out Horn Grenfell there is a

and vrn, ^ ™ T {■ n wh^/ou Sct aboat 10 a"'ay you pass the Weddin Mountains,
and you get on to country which is unfit for agriculture until you get to Wyaiong
I'1;"? T kDOW tke country between Koorawatha and Grenfell? I know the route, though I have not 
actually been over it. 1 have been within-15 miles east of Grenfell.
o2. Suppose an extension from Temora to Wyaiong were not carried out, would you think it a desirable 
tlmlg to connect Ariali noth Temoto ? I do not think it noold matter end,, „ L as tho Ariah mop o 
are concerned whether they go to Temora or to Coolamon.
53. Would it be an advantage to Cootamundra to have the Ariah trade coming through here ? It mKht
LVvcToSl inwV c®uld,not. aay-, ,Mr °Piniotl ^ to the Coolamon-Ariah line is thatit might 
servo local interests, and at best would give some additional convenience to a district already tolerably
™S.+rTS'wvrh rt,Tem0ta’ ma -Ba,Tm? .na11 and Wyaiong, on to the Lachlan, there is a belt of auriferous 
country, m which there are great possibilities.
54, Chair-man.-] Wbat is the country like about Whitton ? It is pastoral country
O.J. How far north does it extend ? About 20 miles. *
50. Then what do you reach ? Agricultural country and broken ranges.
59 ?n01TfWririteSten1 ? ■Al1 ^ t0 Lake C^gclhco, except where it is broken by tbe range. 
20mTtes?d Tes h ™ 7 ”nmedlato1^ north of Whitton as purely pastoral country for the first

TesBey°nd that J0U reach br°ken C0Untryj whiel1 is intersected by valleys suitable for settlement?

lGa°r‘j'area If W S e“bracfgtke Binya, Barcllan, and Moombooldool, there is a
SwhoK nf The TT1*"™1 land’ estendmg right to Ariah. But before you reach Ariali vou get
the whole of the ranges that run m a westerly direction as shown on the map? Tes; I think +he country

“ "50 "il“! of “ “brok”' *- it»co.4

0fntbe ma!lR? country from Whitton? I should say about 40 miles, 
pei haps 50 miles. Speaking generally, south from the main belt of the malice country which, for the

■ present,
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present, I regard aa not likely to be settled, there extends for a distance of 25 miles, good agricultural 
country which brings you within 20 miles of the Hay line, that 20 milos being pastoral country. _ _
02. Mr. Roberts."] What is tho country like from Ariah to Cudgellico ? l.t is all good, except where it is ‘
broken by a chain of ranges.
G;j. Would it bo an expensive line to construct ? No.
(H. Would it be easy to construct the line from Wyaiong to Cudgellico ? The country from Wyaiong to 
Cudgellico is almost level all the way. 4 _
Go. At A.riah it would be more undulating country P Tes, you -would havo to cross ridges. Even if the 
railway were constructed from Coolamon to Ariah, I am of opinion that an extension from Temora would 
be a proper extension to develop the country lying west of Temora, viewing it from a national standpoint.

Erederick Pinkatone, journalist, Cootamundra, sworn, and examined:—
GG. Mr. Black.] You have heard the evidence given by the preceding witnesses ;—do you agree with it? F. Pinkatone. 
Yes : I agree with it generally, except as to one matter, and that is the price which the farmers can afford / 
to pay for wheat laud. I think that it is impossible to make wheat pay in any part of the country if you 9 IA'*1') 1897. 
put a higher price than from 20s. to 25s. per acre on the land. The cost of production will be so increased 
as to make it impossible for Australian wheat-growers to compete with American and others. That is tbe 
only matter in reference to which I differ from the other witnesses. To enable wheat-growers in the 
south-western districts of this Colony or of Australia to compete in a foreign market, you must not increase 
the capital value of land beyond 25s. per acre, and the rental value must be about 2-J- per cent, upon that.
G7. How do you reconcile that statement with the fact that in the southern parts of the Colony men are 
taking Up land on the lialves-system? Those men who take it up on the halves-system will find, when 
they have to pay the cost of production, that itnvill take about 12 bushels to the acre at 2s. Gd. to pay the 
producer and the owner. Hence, the wheat-growers caonot afford to pay more than 25s. an acre for land.
G8. When tho land is taken on the halvcs-systcm, the proceeds arc divided between the two ? Yes; but 
both have to pay the cost of production.
GO. Six bushels to the producer and G io the owner ;—is that what you mean? The cost of production in 
fhe United States ranges from 20s, to 30s., and we havo to produce wheat below that cost to compete with 
the States. I do not think you could reckon ou any of these lines on getting above 25s. an acre even for 
farms abutting on the railway. _ _
70. Js that tho only particular in which you wish to refer to the evidence ? That is the only contradiction.
I. should like to give evidence as to the effect of the extension of the railway into this district- The railway 
tapped this district at the close of 1877. I suppose that at that time there was not a farmer in tho whole 
of the district south of Yass cultivating more than 50 acres of wheat; now we have them cultivating as 
much as 1,000 acres. I have a comparative statement here showing tho progress that has been made 
during the last four years in the cultivation of wheat. The growth of wheat in the Clarendon district 
increased from 50,000 acres in 1894 to 52,000 acres in 1897 ; in the Bland district from 28,000 acres lo 30,000 
acres. The total acreage in the three counties of Harden, Clarendon, and Bland increased from 133,000 
acres to 145,000 acres. In addition to that, the pastoral industry has actually increased, and there has 
been a- very large development in miurng. The following arc the comparative figures by counties for 
cultivation of wheat for grain and for hay:—

Counties,
1SA4. 1B95. 1S0G. 1897.

Acres. Acres. Acres. ■ Acres,'
Harden ......... J Grain ... 41,473 33,508 27,218 38,977

■ (Hay ... 4,885 C,2SG 7,811 4,SSS
Clarendon ...... \ Grain ... CO, 744 49,454 36,126 52,101

' ) Hay ... 5,754 6,632 10,069 7,675
Bland ............. j Grain ... 28,232 30,688 SC,499 36,243

(Hay ... 2, SCO 3,717 7,578 5,848

Total acres 133,057 129,345 114,301 145,732

The township of Cootamundra is at tho junction of these three ■counties ; G-undagai is embraced within 
Clarendon, on the south of Cootamundra, and Temora within Bland, on tho north.
71. Kailway communication has encouraged cultivation ? Yes, It is impossible to grow wheat and pay 
road carriage heyond 20 miles. If a man has to pay Is. ahushel to x’cach the railway then lie cannot grow 
wheat. He must devote his land to sheep or hay. .
72. I suppose that in wet weather the roads are almost impassable ? Yes.
73. You were going to speak of the development of the pastoral industry ? Yes ; I say that whilst tbe
progress of agriculture has beeu promoted by railway extension, the pastoral industry has progressed side 
by side with it. .
74. In what way ? Eifty or GO per cent, of the settlers are growers of wool as well as of wheat and of other 
agricultural products. A. run close to this township, which never at any time in its history ran more than 
12,000 sheep, now carries many selectors, each of whom is running a good many sheep. I suppose you 
would find twenty selectors subdividing the run, and rearing from 500 up to 3,000 sheep each.
75. Is that because of the easier communication with the market ? Yes, more rapid and cheaper 
communication.
7G. And the stock can be got away in time of drought ? Yes,
77. I suppose there is not much cattle-dealing here? It is not so extensive as in tho Cooma district. In 
the Gundagai district there is a good deal of Targe stock ; if you turn to the official statistics you will find, 
that the counties which will be affected by this railway—say between Koorawatha, Cootamundra, and 
Coolamon—are tho largest wheat-growing counties in the southern division, and on tbo table-land, namely: 
Monleagle, 37,550 acres; Harden, 38,970 acres ; Clarendon, 53,101 acres ; the Bland, 3G,243 acres. These

are
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F Pinkstone. are the returns up. to the 31st March, 1897. There is no other county on the tahle-3and of the southern 
9 Oct, 1897 dmsion approaching anything lite that. The next highest will be 14.000 acres as compared with 50,000 

■{lere®' Malflug a comparison between Koorawatha- and Cootamundra, I think that the largo mining 
deveiopmentsspeak more faronrably as to the exteution via Cootamundra ou to Temora. than by Koorawatha.

^ c w*1 ■“■oorawa^la would pass too far north. The gold country lies south, south-east, and south
west ot \\ jalong, so that if you made a lino from Koorawatha to Wyaiong, the mining traflic would not 
travel by that line, but would have to come by Temora to Cootamundra. We have sent a good deal of ore 
to Uapto and lootscray, and they would have to send via Wyaiong, Grenfell, Koorawatha, Harden, and 
Cootamundra. Even if you constructed a line of railway from Cootamundra to Ariah, and the mining traffic 
to JJapto went by that branch, it would still havo to pass through Cootamundra, so that both for mining and 
pastoral purposes the whole of the traflic that is to be served by the railway extension between Temora and 
the Lachlan must pass Cootamundra by whatever branch it travels. Tou will find, if you consult the railway 
returns that, generally speaking^ it is the short lines that do not pay, and are entailing a heavier cost upon 
the country; and you would be increasing tho short lines by making a branch to Koorawatha on the one 
hand, or to Coolamon on the other.
78. Why should a deviation from Koorawatha be shorter than an extension from Temora ? I do not think 
you w ould be likely to get a trunk line to the Lachlan from Koorawatha.

it npt be Ra possible to carry a line from Kooraxvatha through to Hillston as from Temora ? 
les; but you will miss a large amount of traffic. W hat I mean is that the line already constructed from 
i coo em0T^11V0U^ i50 as a non-paying line. The loss on this line has been reduced since
lijy^trom £6,000 or £7,000 a year to £2,000 a year. By making a line to Koorawatha you would inflict 
a serious injury on the lino from Cootamundra to Temora. '

5° ^°U think that it would injure the Temora line ? It must; the service would have to be reduced, 
and the mss would be increased instead of being decreased.
81. Ho you think it would divert traffic ? Yes.
82. How great a distance is there between Temora and Wyaiong ? Korty miles. It is about 150 miles 
irom here to the Lachlan, aud Wyaiong is just about half the distance. Tor stock purposes you would have 
to come through Cootamundra. The original idea of the railwav extension to the southern lino at 
Cootamundra was to connect the summer country of the Murrumbidgee and Tumut with the pastoral 
country ot the Lachlan. Even by this short line—Gundagai to Temora—manv stock have been saved. If 
the railway extension were made from Koorawatha the traffic would still have to como to Cootamundra. 
M. loti mean al stock travelling for feed-—you do not mean stock travelling to market? Ko. Another 
reason that the lino should go from Temora out west is that we have one of the best milling plants 
established in Cootamundra, and that makes a good inland market for wheat producers between here and
tllG JjAChiflll.
84. Are there not mills at Harden and at Murrumburrah ? Not mills that can be so casilv readied; there 
is a mill at Junee but none at Coolamon. There is a mill at Temora and a mill at Cootamundra. Then 
there is the expense ot creating an unnecessary junction which ought to be considered. Eadi new junction 
must entail a comparative loss to the management of the railways, and if a line is made from Coolamon or
Koorawatha it must create a new junction, whereas there is one established at Cootamundra between the 
two points.
35. Do you approve of that route which Mr. Miller outlined via Lake Cudgellico to Hillston? Yes; I 
have travelled by the Humbug Creek to Temora and Broken Ham and back from Wyaiong, I tbink Mr. 
JVLilier is perfectly correct,—the further north you can keep the line between Temora and tbe Lachlan tbe 
better coutitry you will Iravel. I should like to see the railway reach Cudgellico and then go down the 
river to Hillston. I admit that, if it is to be a trunk line to connect evontuallv with the South Australian 
system, a direct line to Hillston would he shorter than the other. ”
80. You were going to say something about the influence such an extension would have on Cootamundra? 
Inor to the extension of the railway to these districts, there was not a township in existence between 
loung and Lass on the north, and Gundagai and Wagga on tho south, but since then towns have sprung 
o? ^th P°Puilatl0™s of several hundreds, and populations altogether amounting to 7,000 or 8,000.
87. Ho you think that the springing up of those new townships is auy advantage to Cootamundra? Yes, 
they helped to establish Cootamundra as n central market.
88. Ho they not become supplying centres' themselves ? My experience is that the more those townships 
increase to the west of Cootamundra the better. When the railway went west to Temora it injured this 
township but we have been recovering our trade during the last four or five years and I think that the 
whole ot the trade will come back to us. Before the extension of the railway this country was covered

a a large quantity of pme scrub, now we find flourishing townships and enterprising municipalities. 
Jmrgo amounts of money have been spent by people in developing their land. In our own case wo have 
already expended £2„,000 m waterworks, providing a system of lighting and erecting council’s buildings, 
and all these works arc paying. We are so much encouraged by the result of our enterprise that we have 
undertaken further responsibilities to tbe amount of £7,000 or £8,000 to supplement the water scheme 
by gravitation. We should then have a responsibility amounting to about £30,000. The works are 
paying 6 or 7 per cent., and the principal is being repaid on the Government loau. Temora is a very 
thriving municipality. Even mining discoveries have been brought about by the extension of the railway, 
ihe railway was extended to Temora, and it brought selectors out there, and they discovered a field which 
has yielded about 1-0,000 ounces of gold. That is directly traceable to the railway extension which 
Drought about selection which also resulted iu the discovery of gold at Wyaiong.
89. 1 should have thought that each new township would have become a new distributing centre ? Looking 
at the matter superficially you would ; hut every township that has grown up since the establishment of 
Cootamundra has really helped Cootamundra, and the more the railway is extended the greater will be the 
production throughout tho district.

Chairman] You were in the district before the railway was extended from Cootamundra to Temora ?

91. Would what followed incidentally upon the construction of that line in your opinion occur a rain if the 
line were continued further ? I think so. As an illustration of tho effect of the extension of the railway 
irom Cootamundra to lemora, I may say that before the extension of the line there was not a single 
public school in that country, but now there are over 100. It has not only caused settlement and progress 
between those two points, but it has also encouraged people to go further out. 92
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92. Suppose tliafc a lino were carried west or north-west from Temora, and the rent of land was 6d. or 7d. .Pinkstone. 
an acre arc there men available to take up the land ? I have no doubt about it.
93. Where are the men to come from ? The Victorians are very anxious to come to tin's country, and the 2 -? -i t ■ 
land is not thrown open fast enough for them. As a rule the allotments between hero and Temora are
balloted for. _
94. In your opinion tbe state of things in Tasmania, Victoria, and South Australia with regard to wheat 
growing is such that New South Wales will be able to offer inducements to people to come and take up 
land? Yes. The rainfall is much lighter in Victoria and South Australia, and I am certain that the 
extension of the railway to the Lachlan would bring about a large settlement. 1 have sent out a good 
many selectors myself, and I have had repeated inquiries from Victorians for land, but the land is not 
made available. As showing the demand for land, I may mention that when land near to Temora was cut 
up, and a price as high as £3 an acre put upon it, there were crowds in front of the Land Office buildings 
here anxious to get it.
95. How many applicants were there for each piece? Seventeen or eighteen. There is a piece of land 
to be thrown open here in a week or two and I know about half a dozen people who are already waiting 
for it.
96. Is there anything special about that land ? No; it is representative of the good wheat country lying 
between here and the Lachlan. The rainfall is very suitable; it ranges from 20 inches up to 20 inches, and 
the fall is very nice for wheat-growbng purposes.
97. Have you bad any experience in regard to balloting at Young and Wagga Wagga ? Yes, as many 
as 300 people have come to get two or three pieces of land.
98. Is that land better than the country generally ? No, the Bygaloree country is supposed to be the 
best wheat-growing country in the district. I saw a crop of wheat there that was sown in July. In 
September it was above the fence and as thick as it could stick.

Arthur Sharp, District Surveyor, Forbes, sworn, and examined:—
99. Chairman.'] Your district includes all the laud west of the railway line from Young to Murrumburrah A. Sharp, 
and Cootamundra, and then going northerly, partly westerly, through Temora; then coming southerly
for a short distance below Mandamah, or Broken Dam; then by the Mirrool Creek; then northerly !> Oct., 1897, 
towards Condobolin; then turning westerly to a point south, between Cudgellico and Euabalong; and 
then north; embracing the whole of the country on the southern side of the Lachlan Diver? Yes; that 
is my district. _ ^
100. With regard to any country within those boundaries, you are prepared to give us information ? Yes.
101. "What is your opinion of the class of country between Temora, Barmedman, and Wyalong? It is 
timbered country and scrub, tbe soil being mostly good for agricultural purposes.
102. Would the work of clearing it be expensive? It would be comparatively difficult to clear that 
country. It differs from the country between Cootamundra and Wailcndbocn, where if you ringbark the 
trees they die, comparatively little undergrowth appearing afterwards. On the other side ot Temora, 
when you put an axe into the timber, suckers and seedlings spring up.
103. Is any of the country under wheat ? Yes ; a good deal of it is under wheat.
101. Will it pay to cultivate it, notwithstanding the suckers ? Yes,
105. Although they materially affect the ease with which the crops can be raised ? Yes.
106. It is fairly good country ? Yes. ...
107. Country that is likely to bo selected if there is a railway? A great part of it that is available is 
selected.
108. Is there any extent of Crown land adjacent to the lino ? Yes; as soon as you get into the Central
Division there are leasehold areas. . •
109. How fur from Temora ? Twelve miles north-west, about half-way to Barmedman.....................
110. Will you describe the country from Temora via Broken Dam to Ariah ? For a few miles it is similar 
to what it is between Temora and Barmedman. Then we cross a dividing ridge, and for 5 or 6 miles the 
country is very inferior. Then you get into good agricultural land all the way to Ariah. My estimate 
was that tbe whole of that country iu the county of Bourke, exclusive of the strip along the dividing 
ridge—in fact, all the county of Bourke in my district—is suitable for agriculture up to about 75 per ■ 
cent, of the area.
111. Are you prepared to describe the class of country west of Ariah ? Only for a short distance—about 
12 or 15 milgs.
112. What kind of country is it ? Similar to that already referred to; it generally gets more scrubby.
113. Is it suitable for agriculture? Yes.
114. Will you describe the country from Koorawatha via Grenfell to Wyalong? The country from 
Koorawathu to Grenfell, I consider as practically all suitable for agriculture. Mr. Wood has one block 
of country of 4,000 acres under cultivation, without a break, and 6,000 acres altogether. Mr. Greene has 
a similar area—indeed, two or three of them. He has 16,000 acres under cultivation. Leaving Grenfeii 
and going west you pass 4 miles through an ironbark ridge; then it opens out again for about 6 miles of 
good country. You pass through a gap in tbe Dividing Bange where the land is indifferent in quality ; 
then from there on about 8 or 9 miles more it is good country. Thou we get into clay country, and for a 
distance of between 25 and 30 miles it is splended grazing country, but unsuitable for agriculture. It 
consists of boree and belar country. I do not consider it suitable for agriculture until you got within 5 
or 6 miles of Wyalong. Then it is good agricultural soil again.
115. Is the land G miles west of Grenfell of an indifferent quality ? I think I said 4 miles. Then there 
are about 5 or 6 miles of good, about 2 miles of bad, then 8 to 10 miles of good country.
116. Then the good land extends to within 5 miles of Wyalong ? Yes.
117. Then north and west of Wyalong, embracing Hillston and Cudgellico, and bounded on the north by 
the Lachlan, what is that land like ? Taking a line north from Wyalong, you would pass along the edge 
of pastoral country till you get to tbe Lachlan Kiver.
118. That divides the country virtually into agricultural and pastoral areas ? Yes, aline north from Wyalong.

' 119
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A.^Sharp, no. Would it run along the Eland country ? Yes, just west o£ the line to the river. Along the river
9 Oct 189J lln^ auy branches of the river it is chiefly grazing country with little patches very good for agriculture.

'* ’ It is mostly myall and belar country, A little over 20 miles from Condobolin there is a strip of grazing
country. Then [between there and the boundary of my district, it is all similar country. It is good 
grazing country if properly improved, and I estimate that about two-thirds of the area is suitable for 
wheat-growing. The rainfall is uneven and uncertain, and that renders agricultural pursuits rather rishy. 
You might lose one crop in three.
120. After you get back to the frontage of the Lachlan, except where the ranges intrude, most of the
laud is suitable for agricultural settlement? Yes, I believe about two-thirds of that largo area. .
121. Is there a considerable portion of Crown lands there? Yes; the greater part of it is Crown land.
122. After allowing for the fact that the rainfall is rather close to the amount required for agricultural 
purposes, the potentialities of the soil are such as to cause you to believe that theland is fit for agricultural 
settlement? I think so. I think agriculture could he carried on there. The crops would not bo so 
heavy as they are further east, hut you could rely on 10 bushels to the acre two seasons out of three.
123. Is the State getting any return for that land at present ? Yes. There is not much abandoned 
country in it; it is getting pastoral rent.
124. What are the pastoral rents ? They vary from J-d, to l^d. They average about a penny I should
tbink, ■
125. Is any of that abandoned country in your district? Yes ; I suppose 60,000 or 70,000 acres of it.
126. The larger portion of the residue is held at the rent of a penny an acre? Yes; hut that does not 
include the conditional purchases aud conditional leases.
127. 1 suppose there are plenty of pine scrub, dingoes, and rabbits ? The pine is not the worst kind, it is 
easily got rid of; but there is budda, dogwood, wattle, &o.
128. Making the place a wilderness ? Yes.
120. If a railway were constructed from Wyalong to Cudgellico aud "on to Hillston, in your opinion 
would the State be able to lease the laud? I think it would be an inducement to lease it. I am doubtful 
about the mallee laud.
130. A large portion would be leased ? Yes.
131. At what rent ? Not very high rents. I think from 2d. to 3d, Certainly not more than 3d.; more 
likely about 2d.
132. That is right through ? Yes.
133-4. Is this land worth reclaiming ? Yes.
135. Is there any way, except by putting a railway through it, aud substituting agricultural for pastoral 
oceujjations ? I do not think so. People will not look at it at present.
136. Unless the railway is put through it, it goes back to a state of nature ? It is worse than in a state 
of nature after it has been ringbarked.
137. It remains a place for breeding vermin? Yes. People will take it on scrub leases in large areas at 
very low rents. One leasehold area was thrown up lately, and another very largo area further south— 
85,000 acres—at Buddigower, with three years to run, was thrown up the other day.
138. You think the State should get 2d. an acre for the whole right through ? Yes.
130. W hat would it take for a mau to live on ? I should say about, three seet.ious to enable him to carry 
on mixed farming.
140. Then this is about tbe position of affairs; that west from Wyalong, and north-west from Hillston, 
and west more northerly still towards Cudgellico, there is a great block of country, some of which has been 
abandoned and the residue of which is not bringing an average of more than a penny an acre? Y'es.
141. In your opinion, if a railway were put through that laud, it could be let at 2d. per acre? Y’es.
142. And there is no other way of doing it ? No ; except by granting scrub leases ou long tenures.
143. Jlo you believe'that the whole of the land would he reclaimed? No; you would get no more 
settlement than there is now.
144. You would get no settlement and would not have so wholesome a development ? No.
145. Can you say anything with regard to the land thrown open, somewhat south from Wvaloug?
Buddigower, 85,000 acres, has been abandoned. "
146. The question of aline to the district west from Wy'aloug depends upon the settlement of the district?
Y'es. "
47. You can only say that it is worth reclaiming ? Yes.

148, You regard it as immaterial whether the railway comes from Koorawatha to Grenfell or from Young? 
No; except that going from Y7oung it would he more direct as a future main line from Forbes to Dubboj 
and on to Werris Creek.
146. You think that would be a better design to come by Young, Grenfell, Forbes, and Peak Hill? 
Yes.
150. And another reason, I suppose, is that it would assist more people? On the Koorawatha lino there 
are large holders who are making the best use of their land—putting it under cultivation. But there are 
only four of them that would be benefited by it till you get close to Grenfell; whereas by Young the lino 
would pass through a better settled district.
151. You believe that Grenfell is entitled to raihvay communication ? Yes.
152. An extension from Grenfell to "Wyalong is objectionable, partly because there is a wide stretch of

. country across the Bland, which is good pastoral land, but not good agricultural land ? Yes ; and it
wrould pass through four big estates, which comprise amongst them 200,000 acres.
153. These arc the reasons against an extension west from Grenfell ? Y'es.
154. Then your opinion with regard to the Temora-Cootamundra connection is, that the whole of the land 
is heavily timbered, and that the settlers will have difficulties to contend with ; but still it is laud that 
would be settled ? Yes.
155. ̂ Have you a map for us ? Yes. The blue ou the map shows land suitable for agriculture ; the red
etching shows land suitable for either grazing or agriculture; the brown etching shows indifferent 
country—inferior grazing, or useless country. '
156. Is that all you can tell us ? There is a great deal of mallee country* about YYyalong. A man started 
to clear some of it.; and he told me that it cost 7s. an acre to clear it for the plough. When I saw his 
crops they looked very well.

157.
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157, You think that the mallee country could be dealt with ? Yea ; I think scrub land can be dealt with. A. Sharp.
158. Have you anything further to tell us? To show that "Wyalongis rather a prosperous place, I may 
mention that there was a suburban land sale there a week ago, and I think about fifty blocks were put up, ® ®ct->181 
varying from 1 acre to 5 acres, and they were all sold, and nearly all at an increase upon the upset price;
and some at a very substantial increase. An regards the extension of the railway beyond Wyalong, it 
ought to be borne in mind that in three years’ time, by virtue of the withdrawal of the land from leasehold, 
there will be a quantity of good land open for settlement. I am doubtful whether people will go on to 
that difficult country for perhaps still another three years, as there will be enough good land to keep them 
going. Perhaps it will be well not to take the line beyond Wyalong at all, until the good laud becomes 
exhausted.

George Thompson, stock and station agent, Cootamundra, sworn, and examined:—
159. Mr. Jiobcrls.-] 110 you know the countrv between Coolamon and Ariah ? Yes. G, Thompson,
1G0. Do you think it would he a desirable thing to have a railway to give Ariah connection with the —\
railways of the Colony ? My opinion is that there is no line that would open up the country or cause 8 Oct., 1897. 
settlement better than an extension from Temora to Wyalong,
161. Is that with the object of reaching Hillston ? Yes.
162. Do you come hero to propose that that policy should be adopted in preference to the proposed line 
from Coolamon to Ariah ? I do. I think it is far preferable to any other. In my opinion it would be 
ridiculous to advocate a line from Koorawatha or Young to Grenfell.
163. Is not Grenfell good country? There are two large estates there, hut they are within reasonable 
distance of a railway at present, I do not think there is a very large area to come under cultivation in 
that country.
164. You heard the evidence of the previous witnesses, who stated that there was a large area under wheat 
around Grenfell? Yes. It is about four years since I was there. From what I hear, I think there are 
only two or three very large farms in the district.
165. Did you hear the evidence of Mr. John Miller and that of his brother? Yes.
166. Do vou endorse all that Mr. Miller said on the subject of railway extension ? Yes.
167. Do you know the country between Tomora and Ariah ? Yes.
168. D there not a range about 6 miles west of Temora ? Yes.
169. When you get outside there towards Ariah, is all that country good for wheat cultivation ? There 
is some very good country.
170. Extending out to Coolamon ? Yes.
171. Is there a large area under wheat in the Ariah district? Just between Ariah and Temora, and 
towards Coolamon, there is.
172. Is it not admirably adapted for the cultivation of wheat? Yes, excepting in patches.
173. Do you think if Ariah were connected with the railway system of the Colony that a large amount of 
settlement would follow? I have no doubt that in all that country it would induce settlement. Recently 
I met a lot of farmers beyond Barmedman, and they said that if they had a railway there they could do 
well, because the land is equal to anything in New South Wales for agriculture.
174. Are you speaking of land in the Ariah district? Ariah, Kildarey, and Mandamah.
175. You desire to see Temora connected with Wyalong ? Yes. .
176. With a view of its going out to the Lachlan? Yes. Had there been a railway to there, I have no 
doubt that it would have saved thousands of sheep and cattle, which could have been got away by rail.
Some time ago 5,000 sheep started from Lake Cudgellico, but they had only 1,200 when they arrived at 
Stoekinbingal trucking yards.
177. We mil confine ourselves to the railway connection with Ariah ; ivhich route would you prefer, in 
the interests of the country ? A line from Temora to Ariah.
178. Upon what ground ? It would be more central and would involve less haulage.
179. Did I not understand you to say that the land was equally good for agriculture from Ariah to 
Coolamon as it was from Ariah to Temora ? Yes,
180. But you say that you prefer the route by way of Temora ? Yes.
181. I ask upon what grounds ? It would be a more direct line.
182. Would there be less haulage ou the railway, assuming that the produce was going to Sydney?
Yes.
183. Less haulage to take the produce of Ariah to Sydney by way of Cootamundra than by way of 
Coolamon ? Yes ; and it would be convenient for live stock during bad seasons. By coming in this 
direction they get right on to Gundagai. It is a direct route to the summer country, and the route usually 
traversed in bad seasons.
184. Do you know Grong Grong ? Yes. '
185. Could not a shorter connection be made from Ariah to Grong Grong than from Coolamon? I have not 
been across the country there.
186. Is the country similar in character ? I believe it is.
187. Right on to Narrandera, I suppose? Yes.
188. Do you know how many bushels of wheat to the acre you get between Ariah and Temora? No ; I 
should thinks to 10 bushels will be about a fair average in seasons like the present.
189. Is there much cultivation at present between Temora and Ariah? Yes; about 3 to 9 miles from 
Temora there are a great mauy farms.
190. 1 mean west of the ridgy country ? Yes ; there arc a great many farms in that direction—that is, 
going towards Mimosa.
191. Do you think a large amount of settlement would follow if Temora and Ariah were connected by 
railway ? I do.
192. Do you favour the construction of a line from Temora to Ariah ? I do—north of Ariah.
193. But you prefer going in the direction of Wyalong ? Yes ; you get splendid country right through.
194. Has much settlement taken place around Temora since the railway was opened? Yes ; there are a 
great number of settlers there 20 or 30 miles out.
195. Has the traffic on the railway appreciably increased since the opening of the line between here and 
Temora ? I think it has considerably.

303 (a)—B 196.
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G. Thompson. 196. Have you any figures to show the increase of the traffic ? During the last two years I have bought 
9<oTl807 a ®reat <luantltJr of wlieat in the Temora district,

c " ' 1®' • Where does that wheat come from ? from Broken Dam and Mimosa way, and Barmedman.
19S. Do you get all the Wyalong traffic through Temora ? Yes. If Wyalong were connected by railway 
with Grenfell and Young or Koorawatha, there would he a large decrease in the earnings of the railway 
line from Temora to Cootamundra.
199. Can you tell us "whether the population of Wyalong has increased or decreased since 1895 ? It has 
increased during the last few years, since the mines were opened up there.

William Falconer, builder and contractor, Cootamundra, sworn, and examined :—
W. Falconer. 200. Chairman] What evidence do you desire to give ? In the first place, in my opinion the most direct 

1 ie IDiJ’n to Hillston "would be via Wyalong. It will open up splendid agricultural land 
uct., S9/. all the way to Wyalong. It also opens up a large mining area—Eeefton, Barmedman, and then 

Wyalong, which is one of the host mining centres in New South Wales. The construction of the line 
via Grenfell means an extra 30 miles of haulage, and will mean that the public will travel via Temora 
then by coach ; and, besides this, teams will he in competition with the railway, as they are at present in 
different parts of the colony. There will he a big loss on the line if constructed via Grenfell. 
Cootamundra has large business connections with Wyalong and that district, but a line to Grenfell would 
break up all those connections. There are large timber reserves of Murrumbidgee pine and ironbark, 
winch would produce a large revenue for the railway in carriage; besides, the ironbark will cause a lot of 
employment in cutting sleepers for railway purposes. This is very much needed, as most of the ironbark 
along the present lines is getting very scarce. Cootamundra aud Temora are deeply interested in both 
mines and business, aud to get to Wyalong would mean going the present road by coach or other vehicle. 
If a line-is constructed via- Grenfell, then, when we have to transact business at Wyalong, we shall have 
to go to Murrumburrah by rail and round by Young to Koorawatha, which means a difference of about 
55 miles in going from Cootamundra. ]f the railway is not made from Temora, the cheaper way will be 
to go by rail from here to Temora, then drive out to Wyalong, They are running coaches "without railway 
competition at ail. aud you can go for about "7s, 6d. return. There are large belts of ironbark suitable for 
railway sleepers, and belts of Murrumbidgee pine, one of the most valuable timbers for building purposes. 
The white ant will not touch it, and the Government are using it all over the Colony. Theresa splendid 
ironbark after you pass Wyalong. These belts go right through from Grong Grong past Wyalong,

Bobert Hastie, farmer and grazier, Malongla, near Cootamundra, sworn, and examined :—
R. Hastie. 201. Mr. Blade.] Do you live in this district? Yes, at Malongla.
z---- -n, 202. Have you a statement to make? I am growing wheat on my land between Wvalong and Lake

6 Oct., 1897. Cudgellico.
203. What kind of country is it ? It is good land.
204. Is^it open country or forest country ? It is both open and forest country.
205. W hat kind of soil is it ? There is black soil, rich red soil, and brown soil. All the different sorts of 
timber grow there.
206. In what direction do you think the line ought to go ? From Temora to Wyalong.
207. What is your opinion of the country for the purpose of wheat growing ? It could not he better.
208. How much wheat do you grow ? 200 acres.
209. For how many years have you grown wheat ? It is seven years since the land was taken up. The
railway going to Temora has opened up a large new centre. Railways are required for both stock and 
wheat. A great deal of land would be taken up, but people are waiting for the means of getting their 
produce to market, ■ °
210. How many years have you grown wheat? Seven years.
211. What has been your average return ? We have been cutting it for hav, hut we are growing wheat

212. How many years of failure have you had ? There has been only one year, aud that was 18S8.
213. That was before you started ? Yes, hut I was here. I have been here thirty-eight years.
214. You have had no failure during that seven years? No.
215. At that rate it would be a very extraordinary year when you would have a failure? We have had
partial failures. "
216. Have you anything further to say ? I have not heard the country described between Wyalong and 
Lake Cudgellico. It is all good laud for cultivation along Humbug Creek and at Hungry station. °

William Hall Mathews, storekeeper, Cootamundra, sworn, aod examined:—
217. What are you ? I am a storekeeper, and have resided twenty-three years in this town.
218. Chairman.^ You are acquainted with the surrounding district*for many miles ? Yes.
219. We are inquiring as to a proposal to construct a railway from Coolamon to Ariah —are vou
acquainted with the Ariah district ? Yes, ’ ‘
220. Is there much settlement there ? Yes ; the holdings average from 640 to 2,560 acres.
221. Do you know' what the yield per acre is around Ariah ? During the last five years we have not had
a good crop ; we have only had one average crop, and two failures. The average during the past five years 
has been from G to 12 bushels. Last year it was about bushels. Before that the average in that 
district was 14 bushels. b
222. In what years were the failures? Last year, and the year before. They were not failures but
approaching failures. 1
223. Was that owing to an insufficient rainfall ? Yes ; we had not half of our average rainfall in 1895.
224. What is the average rainfall ? For this district it is 26£ inches ; out there about 23 inches. That 
is ample for wheat growing.
225. Do you think that if Ariah were connected with the railways of the Colony, much increased settle
ment would take place ? I consider that there would be a fair amount. The land is suitable for wheat 
growing, being similar to the land about Junee. 226

W. H. 
Mathews.

9 Oct., 1897.
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226. Have you been over the country between Coolamon and Ariah ? Ho.
227. Have you travelled between Temora and Ariah ? Yes. All the land that can'be taken, except the
reserves, is settled. Ariah itself is a large station. <
22S, Have you heard of any demand for land around Ariah ? I think the land is always taken up when 
there is any thrown open.
229. "Which, in the interests of the country, do yon think would be the better way to construct the line—from 
Coolamon to Ariah, or from Temora to Ariah? From Temora to Ariah most decidedly, because then 
there would be less actual railway carriage. You would avoid travelling on the main Southern line, which, 
in the future, will have to have as little extra traffic thrown on it as possible. Instead of coming to Junee, 
and travelling over heavy grades, you would reach the line at Cootamundra. Besides that, there would be 
a shorter distance for people to pay for carriage, and less wear and tear.
230. Do you regard Sydney as the market for the produce of that district? Yes, at present. When 
federation comes it will open up a very broad question as to equal markets for the colonies.
231. Ariah would be about equi-distant between Sydney and Melbourne ? Very nearly.
232. Are we to understand that you favour the construction of a lino from Temora to Ariah ? Yes, and 
right on to Hillston. I favour it very strongly.
233. I am speaking now of the desirableness of not connecting Ariah ? Yes; I would say decidedly, in 
the interests of all concerned, and of settlement generally, that an extension of the line from Temora 
would be the most beneficial. The distance between Ariah and Coolamon is about 40 miles, and the most 
distant point between these two lines would be only 20 miles.
234. What is the distance between Ariah and Temora? About 27 miles by road ; it may be 30 miles.
235. Would there not be some ridgy country to go over ? There is some ridgy country on the other side 
of Temora. When you get over that, there are no engineering difficulties ivhatever, aud that is very 
slight.
236. Then you think it would be a wise policy to connect Temora with Ariah ? Yes ; it would increase 
the paying capabilities of the Temora line; it would give that part of the country the facilities required 
for settlement. Without a railway settlement will not take place, because it does not pay to cart produce 
very long distances.
237. Suppose a line were constructed from Temora to Ariah, -would you suggest which way it should go 
then ? You would tap a lot of country all round. I would suggest a short feeding line that would drain 
the country to the south-west and the west.
238. Whilst you favour the connection of Ariah with Temora, would you wish Temora to be connected 
with Wyalong ? Most decidedly, There always has been an idea of a line right out west.
239. What prompted you to come and give evidence before the Committee;—was it to advocate tbe con
struction of any particular line ? Ho; I only came out with regard to the general interests of the 
country,
240. You came merely to say that you favoured the connection of Ariah with Temora ? That was one 
thing. I think that the railway which would he the most direct would be the most beneficial.
241. If a line were made from Temora to Ariah, would it be likely that another would be made from 
Ariah to Wyalong ? At present Coolamon drains all the traffic lying to tbe south and the west of Ariah, 
but the traffic to the north-east goes into Temora.
242. Suppose that two lines were under consideration—one from Temora to Ariah, and one from Temora 
to Wyalong—which would you advocate ? One from Tomora to Wyalong, on a broad national view of 
the question.
243. That would he to get out to Hillston ? Yes. The line suggested from Temora to Ariah would be a 
feedinc line—a cheap light line.
244. What you mean is, that if we wish to open up that part of the country between. Temora and Hillston, 
by all means spend the money in that direction instead of going to Ariah ? Yes. '
245. Is there a large traffic now between Cootamundra, Temora, and Wyalong ? It is increasing yearly. 
Ten years ago the traffic was very slight indeed.
246. Do the Wyalong people deal with Cootamundra or Temora ? With Temora.
247. If a line were constructed from Wyalong to Grenfell and Koorawatha, I suppose the traffic on tbe 
Cootamundra-Temora line would show a marked decrease ? Yes, a very marked decrease indeed. It 
would tend to make tho line not to pay; that probably the trains, instead of running every day, would he 
reduced to a bi-weekly service. When the line was opened three years ago they thought that a tri-weekly 
service would do all that was required. The railway, however, caused increased settlement, and that caused 
increased traffic, and the loss on the line is steadily diminishing, It is believed that within the next three 
or four years the line will be self-supporting; but should the back trade he cut off by another railway, 
the traffic would bo greatly reduced.
249. Where does settlement take place ? Wherever there is good land to be obtained anywhere round 
Temora.
249. Is Wyalong known to be a settled gold-field? The general impression has always been that Wyalong 
would be a good field, and the conviction is that it will be a very permanent one. The deeper they are 
going the better the reefs are, and good returns are being obtained.
250. Most of the supplies for Wyalong go from Sydney, I suppose? Yes.
251. But a large business is done in Cootamundra ? Hot a very large amount. Most of the business in 
Wyalong is done direct with Sydney. One great advantage of a line to Hillston Temora would be that 
in dry seasons it would be useful for conveying stock. A case came to my knowledge which illustrates 
this : A. man last summer on the Lachlan had 700 bullocks, but the grass ran out, and there was every chance 
of their starving. The owners therefore decided to remove them to the mountains. They started, and by 
the time they got to Temora they had only 400. When they got to Gundagai they had only 200, and by 
the time they got to the country to which they were destined they had only 40 left. Had there been a 
railway, those 700 bullocks, which would be worth about £12 a head at the present time, would have been 
saved. Had there been a railway there the bullocks could have been in Gundagai in tweuty-four hours, 
where they would get plenty of grass, and 10 per cent, would have covered the whole loss. An advantage 
is that stock would never have to travel on the main line ; they would cross the main line at Cootamundra.

* -W. H.
Mathews.
OcC^897.
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[The Sectional Committee met at the Council Chamler, Cootamundra, at 11 a tn.]

present:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chatrmak).

The Hos. CnAitr.ES James Hoberts, C.M.G. | George Black, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eaihvaj from Coolamon to Ariah.

William Gibbon Walker, District Surveyor, Hay, sworn, and examined :—
W.G-,Walter, 252. Chairman.^ Are you tbe District Surveyor at Hay ? Tes ; I have worked in the Hay district from 

18®^! an(^ from December, 1S93, to the present time as District Surveyor.
11 Oct. 1897.253, y0il ]lave a knowledge of this district—of the settlement in it ? Tes. I produce a map marked 

“ DO ” shoiving tbe land between Hillston and Cudgellico southerly to the boundary of my district. It 
embraces an area of 1,821,000 acres of Crown lands. Of this area 1,175.000 acres are now available for 
settlement, and this latter quantity also embraces 002,000 acres of abandoned country. Included in the 
area of 1,821,000 acres arc G-16,000acres which arc within pastoral leases, but will be available for settlement 
in about two years’ time. At the present time tbe Crown is receiving no rent whatever for the 002,000 
acres, but it is offered for settlement in improvement lease blocks at a nominal rent averaging about one- 
fifth of a penny per acre. The whole of this land is of a good agricultural character, with the exception of 
a very limited area hardly worth mentioning, embracing a few ranges of bills. I am of opinion that it is the 
want of a railway that is retarding settlement there ; that if a railway were constructed the Crown could look 
for an average rent of 3d. per acre for the whole of that million acres, the difference iu the value of land 
being decided by its suitability for agriculture and its contiguity to railways. The notes on tbe map show 
the different classes of settlement reserves and Crown land as held. I desire to direct attention to an area 
of country north of the Lachlan that may not he intimately connected with the subject of this inquiry, but 
which is worthy of consideration. It commences from the eastern boundary of my district on tbe Lachlan.

' There is a belt of country following tbe Lachlan, going up the Willandra, and then going in a fairly westerly 
direction towards Ivauhoe. This belt is about 8 miles in width, and it varies, and it is pine and timber 
country. North from this is what may he called a mallee belt, and, although heavily timbered, the soil 
will be suitable for agriculture. The rainfall is rather small; but I believe that there arc possibilities in 
it in the future. It is well to remember this, though I am not quite sure whether it is pertinent lo the 
inquiry, that that country is included within the counties of Blaxland and Mossgiel, and embraces 1,147,320 
acres of abandoned country. In parts of the counties of Nicholson and Dowling, in the Land Board 
District of Hillston, there are 317,000 acres under pastoral lease which will expire during the next two or 
three years. There are 1,023,000 acres available for settlement, of which 483,000 acres is abandoned 
country.
254. What is the total area of abandoned country in the Hillston and Hay districls? There are 114,200 
acres of abandoned country in the Hay district; in the Hillston district there are 1,635,530 acres.
255. That may be said to lie, approximately, west and south from Cudgellico, north-west from the Lachlan, 
and south-west and south from Hillston ? Tes ; of which 002,200 acres lie south from the Lachlan ; and 
therefore, in two years’ time, there will be about 1,819,000 acres available south from the Lachlan.
256. Therefore the estate that we are dealing with is practically west of a line coming south from 
Cudgellico, going as far down the Lachlan as Hillston, then embracing the country down to Gunbar, and 
coming down the boundary of your district on the east ? Tes. With regard to the character of the 
country within my district, 1 produce a map, marked “ CC,” showing what may be regarded as agricultural 
country, taking out the portion I have already mentioned as being possibly a little too abrupt for cultivation 
purposes in tbe ranges. The agricultural country may be described as bounded on the east by tho Land 
Board District of Hay, following down tbe Lachlan to below Hillston ; then in a southerly line passing 
west from Gunbar; then coming south below Gunbar about 0 miles; then with a general easterly trend, 
intersecting the western boundary of the Hay Land Board District at Mirrool. To the south and west from 
that may be regarded, from the standpoint of to-day, as purely pastoral country. The map “ BB,” which I 
produce, shows untinted the Crown land in the Hay district, shows tbe reserves in green tint, and the 
leased land which will again become the property of the Crown is tinted sienna. The alienated land is 
tinted red or pink. This map makes it apparent at once where tbe alienated land is. and where the State 
is principally interested in the land. At present there is open for homestead selection, within a radius of 
21 miles of Hillston, 52,000 acres. A small portion of this area was thrown open on the 7th instant, and 
seven blocks were taken up. In addition to this there will be available for homestead selection almost 
immediately, and adjoining the town, 5,251 acres, obtained from Cowl Cowl and South Merowie stations 
by way of exchange.

• 257. Do you know the country about Ariah ? I know it fairly well, but it is out of my district.
258. We are informed that a line passing from Temora to Ariah, except some few mites of ridge, will pass 
through land suitable for agriculture until it intersects the ridge shown on the map coming south ? 
Tes.
259. This, wo are informed, extends north for some considerable distance as agricultural land—in fact, right 
from Temora, almost in a direct lino to Gunbar ; all that is said to be agricultural land with the exception 
of the ridges in question ;—do you believe that to be a fact? Tes.
260. And the plan shows that there is a very considerable area of Crown land along that route ? Tes.
261. The southern boundary of this agricultural area is described as extending to within about 25 to 35 
miles of the Hay line, and following easterly, approximately, that distance from the line, the land to the 
south of that line being pastoral ? That is correct.
262. Then it follows that, if that agricultural land is to be developed, it will be necessary either to run small 
feeders up from the Hay line, or to put a line directly west through it ? Tes.
2G3. Are you prepared to express an opinion, if it becomes necessary to develop that land, as to what is 
tbe best thing to do ? To make a direct line ; that is preferable to having feeders.
264. With regard to the northern portion of the district, you know fairly well where the railway line is 
presumed to be located from Wyalong to the north-west ? Tes.

265.
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265. In your opinion, will it be to the interest of the State to mate that line ? Tes.
266. Do you believe that tbe public estate will get a return ? Tes. _ _
267. Tou have explained that there are over a million and a half acres of land from which you are getting 
nothing? Tes.
268. What will you get for it in tbe event of a line being constructed from Wyalong north-westerly?
Threepence an acre, 1 anticipate. _
269. What are you getting now ? ^Nothing ; the rent of tbe land that is at present let by tbe Crown is not
bringing in more than lid. .
270. And you think that the Crown might justifiably expect an increase of 2d. ? Tes.
271. If all that land were reserved right through from the Lachlan to the Hay line, would it be possible for
the state to get a large increase from it if a railway were made? Tes. _
272. Are there hopes of reclaiming that country under pastoral occupation ? Not much ; we are trying 
to, as improvement leases.
273. We must change it from pastoral to agricultural occupation? Tes; and the best way would be to
make a railway. _
274. If the State held the land till the railway was constructed, there would certainly be an increase of
2d. an acre? Tes ; virtually I tbink the Crown land may be regarded as likely to increase to 3d. an acre, 
the area leased being only a small portion. _
270. With regard to the wheat-growing capabilities of the district, does not Gunbar lie practically south 
from Hillston ? Tes, about half-way between Hay and Hillston.
276. Have you had any experience of Gunbar—of any agricultural occupation at all ? Tes; I know a 
gentleman there whose services were obtained as an expert in land values in connection with the 
roappraisement of special areas, and in the evidence that he gave before the Hay Board, he stated 
that ever since the line was constructed to Hay, about 1883, ho had been cultivating land at Gunbar, 
and that notwithstanding the various droughts, and the difficulties of carriage, he had never been on the 
wrong side of tiie ledger.
277. How far had he to carry his produce ? Between 40 and 50 miles. _
278. Ho you consider that that is too far for an agriculturist to carry his produce ? It is too far.
279. How far do you think is a fair distance for a man to draw his produce? Twenty miles would be tbe
limit, in my opinion. _ _ _
280. Is the area that you speak of at Gunbar a specially-favoured area ? No, it is a fair average sample
of the laud which I have described. _ .
281. If a line were made through that district, the inference is that if a man could live at Gunbar he could

W-tL Walker.

11 Oct., 1897,

live contiguous to a railway ? Tes. _
282. If a northern liue going from Wyalong north-west to Hillston would reclaim land within 20 miles 
on both sides, could we get an increased rent of 3d. an acre—would not a line going from Temora west 
have some effect on the southern portion of the district? Tes; but the southern portion is not Crown 
land. As far as my district is concerned, a line so projected west to Gunbar would pass on the southern 
side of a vast area of unoccupied land suitable for cultivation ; but, in my opinion, the northern line would 
do more for the reclamation of the district, and it is immediately required ; whereas the southern line 
could be constructed as the State saw fit. The northern line should undoubtedly be constructed first, as 
the Crown would reap the greatest benefit, and it would carry a larger number of settlers. •
2S3. Tou believe that if the country ivere so developed it would be possible to get farmers to settle on the 
land? Tes. _
284. Tou believe from your experience that there is no doubt about it? Tes.

MONDAY, IS OCTOBER, 1897.
[■The Sectional Committee met in the Oddfelloies’ Sail, Coolamon, at 10 a.m.j

Jlrrsmt; —
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hou. Charles James Eoeerts, C.M.G. | George Black, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Coolamon to Ariah.

William Boyd, farmer, and secretary to the Coolamon to Ariah Railway League, sworn, and examined :—
285. Chairman.] Are yon prepared to make a statement in reference to the proposed railway ? The W. Boyd, 
reason for asking for this line to he constructed is that it would be of great advantage to a great body 
settlers. It would pass through rich agricultural country, on which a farming population would settle,18 0ct'j ■180' 
and there would be a great demand for land if Crown lands were thrown open. There will bo a large 
area thrown open in a very short time. The Lands Department are now resuming land for settlement. ■
The land will he closely settled in a short time, aud the railway would pay, we think, in about five years 
—perhaps sooner. In 1895 I collected some statistics, and handed them to tho Minister for Works. I 
collected statistics again this year, but we did not get in all our returns. We sent out 100 forms to be 
filled in, and we got sixty-eight returns. Those sixty-eight show' a large increase in the area under 
cultivation and the quantity of goods received. The acreage under cultivation in 1895 was 10,225 acres ; 
in 1897, 14,258 acres, showing an increase, according to the sixty-eight returns, of about 4,053 acres, or 
391 per cent. The 14,250 acres to which I have referred do not cover the whole area under cultivation ; 
in fact, the number of people who, I believe, were producers, was 106 ; but these returns only embrace 
the holdings of some sixty-eight producers ; therefore, although I am not prepared to state definitely by 
bow much the 14,000 acres should he increased,!! is certain thatit ought to be increased. Adding the returns 
for 1895 in place of those that did not come in, I have endeavoured to make the return complete. The area 
over which I collected the statistics is shown by a pencil-line on the map. The boundaries are going fairly 
north from Coolamon, somewhat west from Broken Dam,then northerly and westerly to between Whalnndry 
and Bygoo,but nearer Bygoo,thenweattowardsSandy CreekthroughTalgogrinsouth, then toMoombooldool 
north, and then from there with a south-westerly trend till it intercepts the Hay line west of Coolamon.
In regard to the sixty-eight returns, I may state that the number of bags of wheat in 1895 was 31,825 ; in
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ibags—that is, the probable yield for this year—an increase of about 25,000 bags, or 79J- per cent; 
18 0ctTi897. 00 stow8 a 81 ^ decrease. In 1895 it was 4,416 bales; in 1897, 4,155 bales, or a decrease of about

’ 6a per cent., caused by the severe drought. Tho quantity of goods received in 1895 was 536 tons; for 
1897, 811 tons, showing an increase of 275 tons. The estimated probable increase in cultivation in 1895 
was 18,836 acres ; in 1897, 63,216 acres. The same individuals say that they will put this area under 
crop if the line of railway is made.
286. Can you explain to tho Committee whether, in your opinion, that estimate is a justifiable one ? It 
is. I think that the whole of the cultivation will he put in if the line is carried out. The quantity of 
other produce is about 6,860 tons. This includes tallow, hides, skins, hay, chaff, grain, timber, and 
minerals. It does not include the whole of the timber, nor the whole of the minerals, because we could not 
get the whole of those items. The number of fat sheep for 1897 is 26,000. The number of acres under 
cultivation in 1895 was 17,661 acres ; the area in 1897, 20,834 acres. Of this area, 14,000 is given in the 
returns, and 6,000 is based on the returns of 1895, because the whole of the returns for 1897 were not 
sent in.
287. Are we justified in believing, therefore, that 20,000 acres docs not cover the whole area? Tes; 
there should be the same proportionate increase shown iu tbe other returns had they been sent in. but 
only sixty-eight were sent in. The probable yield of wheat for 1897 is 79,277 bags ; wool, 5.0S9 bales. 
The probable quantity of goods received is 1,122 tons in 1897; the probable increase in cultivation, 
72,486 acres^ The area of Crown lands, as far as we can estimate them, within 15 or 20 miles of this line, 
would be 225,000 acres, not including stock routes.
288. How is that Crown land now held? It is held on leasehold by pastoral lessees.
289. Therefore, it will probably be available in two or three years ? Tes. These Crown lands are not 
within 15 miles of the town of Coolamon.
290. Have you included any reserves in the area ? It is all under leasehold ; not reserved lands.
291. Is this 225,000 acres land held by pastoralists which will be available within two or three 
years ? Tes.
292. And it does not include reserves ? I believe it does not. The figures are as follows:—Ariah, 10,009 
acres; Wa-rri, 8.600 acres; Marool Creek, 21,127 acres; Wallcroobie, 12,000 acres; Moombooldool, 
43,000 acres; Talgogrin, 60,000 acres ; Bygoo, 14,720 acres; Mimosa West, 27,000 acres. At a meeting 
of the Bailway League, held on the 25th September last, they agreed to sign a guarantee that, in the 
event of the line not paying for a few years at the start, they would be willing to submit to a special tax 
to cover the loss. They passed the following resolution“ We, the undersigned members of the 
Coolamon Kailway League, hereby agree to pay a land tax on land other than Crown lands, towards pro
viding a fund to make up any loss in the event of a deficiency occurring in the working of the line when 
constructed—the rate to be Id. per acre on lands situated within 5 miles, ^d. on land within 
10 miles, and Ad. on lands situated within 15 miles of the proposed line.” This resolution was signed 
by seventeen members of the League,
293. What area do those seventeen persons represent ? I have not made any calculation to find that 
out. We have letters from seven members who were not present, saying that they would he quite willing 
to pay tho tax.
294. Twenty-four altogether P Tes.
295. Is the whole country north from the Narrandera-Hay line, taking Coolamon and G-anmain as two1 
points, suitable for the growth of cereals ? Tes; all except the Cowabbie Range. .
296. To what extent does that range lessen the area suitable ? I suppose it runs 12 or 15 miles, and is
about half-a-mile wide. '
297. Is the laud adjacent to the Hay line better or worse than the land to the north ? It is much the 
same class of land.
298-9. Therefore, the line from Coolamon to Ariah passes through the same kind of country all the way 
with the exception of the broken country? Tes.
300. Would the same apply to a line from Grong Grong ? Tes, ■
301. Going north from Ariah towards Wyalong, and coming west 10 miles from Ariah, then going north, 
what is the nature of the country running north that would be influenced by a railway to Ariah ? The 
land all round Ariah aud Kildary is good agricultural land.
302. How far north from Ariah does good agricultural land extend ? I have travelled 12 or 15 miles 
north of Ariah, and I found it all good land.
303. Have you gone north-west from Ariah? Tes ; as far as Talgogrin—about 18 miles.
304. Is that good laud ? It is.
305. What is the land like towards Broken Dam ? That is good land.
306. And is it good land to the north-west of Broken Dam ? Tes. ‘
307. Tou spoke of 225,000 acres being thrown open for settlement in the future—would there he farmers
take up that land ? Tes ; it would all he taken up. ■

> 308. What area would you allow a farmer in this district ? Rrom 640 to 1,000 acres, according to the
class of land.
309. An average of about 800 acres? Tes, about that.
310. To settle the whole of that 225,000 acres, with an average of 800 acres each, would renuire nearlv
300 farmers? Tes. 1 "

. 311. Would they be available? Large numbers are coming over from Victoria. At the land ballots
there are sometimes fifty applicants.
312. Tou have no doubt, from your experience, that a sufficient number of farmers will be obtained ? I 
have not the slightest doubt about it,
313. Can you mention any cases in which land has been balloted for ? About a fortnight ago, 4 miles 
north-east from Grong Grong, there were three blocks thrown open, averaging 500 acres each, and there 
were twenty-five applicants for each of those blocks.

’ 314. Was there anything special about those blocks ? f7o ; it was ordinary land.
315. What is the freight from Ariah to Coolamon by road? Wool is £1 a ton : it is higher than wheat.
316. Is that a fair charge ? It is.
317. What is the rate for carrying wheat from Ariah ? About 13s. a ton.
318.. Is that the minimum ? It is a fair average charge.

319.
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319. "What is the charge for wool from ITarri ? About 17s. 6d. a ton.
320. And for wheat ? About 12s. a ton.
321. Have you ever got carried at less than 12s. a ton ? Tv o : my wheat goes to Grong Grong at present.
The charges which 1 have given are the charges to Ihe Hay line. Wc pay 9s. a ton from Uley, to 
Grong Grong. ,
322. What would have to be paid for the carriage of wool going north from Ariah to reach the Hay liner 
The charge would be about 9d. a ton per mile.
323. Having got to Ariah as a depot, what would you have to pay to get down to the railway r Nine’ 
pence per ton per mile.
321. What is the lowest freight on the Hay line anywhere ? About £1 a ton.
323. What would the charge be for the carriage of wool from Ariah to Temora? I do not know,
320. Would it bo greater than the charge for carriage to the Hay line ? I think so.
327, What would it cost to bring wheat from Ariah to the Hay lino ? About 13s. a ton. _
323. Is that tho cheapest way in which you can approach any portion of the New South Wales railway
system ? Yes.
329. From a point half-wav between Ariah and Grong Grong, what would you pay per ton for wheat and
wool? You would have to pay a little more than half rates. I put wheat down at 8s. for half-way, 
and wool at about 15s. _
330. Where does the traffic go at present from Ariah ? Principally to Coolamon.
331. Some may reach Grong Grong? Yes. _
332. Does any reach Temora ? Not from within 10 miles of Ariah. _
333. As you go west from Ariah, would not the traffic make straight down on to the Hay liue ? Yes : it 
■does. Some goes to Grong Grong, and some to Narrandera.
334. Mr. Roberts.-} Where do you reside ? At Uley. _
335. How many' miles is that from Coolamon ? Thirty-two miles north-west.
33 ■. What is the area of your holding ? 3,972 acres. _
337. What portion of that 3,972 acres is under cultivation ? 130 acres. '
338. What is the average yield per acre ? About 1G bushels.
339. What arc the maximum aud minimum yields ? The yield varies from 10 to 24 bushels to the acre.
340. Is the whole of the land between Coolamon and Ariah well adapted for agriculture ? Yes ; except at
Cowahbi Range. ,
341. Do you favour a line from Coolamon to Ariah in preference to one from Grong_Grong to Ariah, or 
from Ariah to Temora ? I am not particular whether it comes from Coolamon to Ariah, or Grong Grong 
to Ariah. A railway from Temora would not suit us so well. _
342. If a line werec onstructed from Temora to Ariah, would it not serve as many people? I do not
think so. ' _ ...
343. Would vou and your neighbours use a line from Ariah to Temora ? Yes ; I would use it if it came
to Warri, .
344. Do you know the country between Ariah and Temora ? Yes i for about 12 miles east of Anan.
345. Is tho country there equally adapted for agriculture with the land between Coolamon and Ariah?

W.'Boyd. ’ 

18 Oct., 1897.

Yes ; for that distance, ,
340, Is there as much cultivation taking place between Temora aud Ariah as there is between Coolamon 
and Ariah? No; not so much. _ . ,
347. If a railway were constructed from Coolamon to Warri, do you think that would be a sufficiently
long line for the present time? I think so. _
348. You do not regard it as absolutely necessary to go beyond Warri till further settlement takes place?
I think it would do at present. If there is any extension I think it ought to go in a north-westerly 
direction from there. ,
34-9. Instead of going north to Ariah it ought to go in a north-westerly direction ? Yes. _
350. What causes you to form that opinion ? As it turns round to Ariah it approaches the Temora line, 
and would not get so much traffic as it would if it went the other way.
351. Is the laud of a superior quality in a north-westerly direction? No; the character of Ihe land is 
much about the same, but it would tap more Crown land, and have better prospect of development.
352. Is there a large area of Crown land in a north-westerly direction from Warri ? Yes.
353. Within what period would those lands he available for settlement ? I could not say; I should 
think in about three years. I thiuk that most of the leasehold has only live years to run, under the Act.
354. How far is it from Coolamon to Grong Grong? Twenty-six miles.
355. So that if Grong Grong were the point on the south-west line to he tapped, there would be an extra 
hauiage of 26 miles ? It is further from Warri to Coolamon than it is from Warri to Grong Grong.
35G. What is the difference ? About 10 miles.
357 13ut then there will be 26 miles extra haulage between Grong Grong and Coolamon? Yes.
358. Does all your produce go to Sydney ? Yes. . ^
359. Where do the people in your neighbourhood obtain their supply ? From Wagga Wagga, Coolamon.
Narrandera. and Grong Grong. o i u r u
360. Is the same rate charged from Grong Grong to Sydney as from Coolamon to Sydney ? I could

361. Does settlement seem to he increasing every year in the district ? Yes ; when any land is thrown
open it is always selected. _ _
362. The population is rather small at present, is it not ? Yes. .
363. If a railway were constructed, do you anticipate a great increase in the number of settlers? Yes; 
if the land is thrown open.
364. Are you in a position to say that there is a great demand for land that would be affected by the 
proposed railway-? Some land was thrown open at Cowabbi last year, and there were about thirty 
■applicants for it; therefore, I think there would be a large demand for land.
365. Chairman.] In what form was it thrown open ? As homestead selection.
366. What was the rent ? One and a quarter per cent, from first year.
367. What was the capital value of the land? I think about £1 an acre.
368. What do they think they are paying per acre ? About 4d.
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W. Boyd. 369. Mr. Roberts.] I eupposc that they combine grazing and farming all over this district ? Yes.
iRn'tA""i9Q7 o-?' 5°W many Bheep (io you rui1 ? Clos0 uPon a slieeP t0 llje acre in avcrage seasons. '

’ 7‘ "i°w man7 ^ave Job your run at present? Only about 1,000, owing to losses from drought.
“72. \Vhat la the largest number you have had ? 3,000 0
373. I think you said you sent an estimate of traffic to Mr. Harper last month ? Yes.
374. Have you had any reply from him ? Yeshe said he had given his evidence, and he had handed my
papers to the Chairman of the Works Committee. J
375. Have you seen the estimate made by Mr. Harper as to the probable traffic on the proposed line3
aos ; 1 have seen it in the Press. 1
376. I see from some figures handed to me by the Chairman, that Mr. Harper estimates that within
10 miles of Coolamon there will be 850 tons of wheat and 25 tons of wool; can you show whether or not 
that is a fair estimate ? I can try to compile it from our statistics. *
377. ' Does the proposed liue go along the travelling stock route to Warri ? Yes ; except the small niece
at Cowabbi and at Warri. 1
378. Would there he any cost for land resumption or compensation ? I do not think so.
379. Do you think people would be prepared to give what land is required for the railway ? Yes • I am
quite prepared to give any of my land for the purpose. ' 1
380. In making your estimate for the traffic, have you estimated anything within, say, 10 miles from
Coolamon ? There are a few farmers within 10 miles of Coolamon. '
381. At the meeting held on the 25th September last, when some twenty-four land owners offered to
guarantee any loss should the railway be constructed, what area of land was represented ? I will make a 
return showing it. '
382. Before resolving to offer this guarantee did you consider the desirableness of offering to pay a
higher rate of carriage to the Kailway Department? Yes ; we understood that we should have to pay a 
special rate. Mr. Harper informed us of that. 1 J
383. Have you considered whether it would not be better for you to pay a still higher rate to that 
mentioned by Mr. Harper instead of offering this guarantee ? We should be quite willing to do that.
384. If a higher rate were charged, docs it not appear to you that everybody who used°the line would 
contribute towards the revenue, whilst if there was a guarantee some owners of the land might notfall iu 
with the arrangement? 1 daresay it would he a better plan to charge a higher rate, but if land is 
increased in value the owner should pay.
385. Mr. Maefr.] Do you knoiv the number of sheep in the district which has been referred to by you? 
According to the 1895 returns there were then 395,570 sheep.
386. Has the number increased or decreased? It has decreased, owing to the drought.
387. Do you know the average rainfall in the district? I think about 18 inches.
388. Have you any figures as to the cost of the production of wheat? I Have not.
389. What price would it pay to produce wheat ? About 2s. a bushel.
390. You spoke of the goods received at Coolamon where did they come from ? Prom Sydney and Wavga
Wagga. _ ^ c&
391. Any portion of them from Melbourne ? Hot to my knowledge.
392. Where do the storekeepers and the squatters in the district trade? In Sydney.
393. Is there any coach communication between Ariah and Coolamon? Yes. A coach goes out from 
Coolamon to Ariah, via Methul, twice a week.
394. Are the mails sent by it ? Tho mails to Ariah are. There is another service from Coolamon to 
Warri along the proposed line.
395. Does it go to Ariah ? Ho ; there is 5 miles between the terminus of the two mail routes.

A. A. 
McKerea.

18 Oct., 1E97.

Alexander Arbuthnot McKern., farmer, Colinroohie, sworn, and examined :—
396. Mr. Roberts.] In which direction is Colinroohie from Narrandera ? Due north.
397. What distance ? Twenty miles to my place, Colinroohie proper—that would be the settlement—would 
be about 24 miles.
398. Are you acquainted with the country between Coolamon and Ariah ? Ho.
399. Do you wish to point out that the public interest will be better served by a line from Harrandera to
Colinropbie than by one from Coolamon to Ariah, or do you regard them as two distinct lines, each deservum 
of consideration on its own merits ? I prefer to deal with them as two distinct proposals, not as opposed 
to each other. 11
400. Would you like to make a statement ? Yes ; hut my statement will he very incomplete, because, 
not expecting to meet the Committee at present, I have not come prepared with sufficient data. Our 
secretary is not with us, and only half the deputation is here; two remained in Sydney; and I think it 
would he a matter still requiring future inquiry if we went on with our evidence now. "
401. The Committee will be glad to hear any statement that you would like to make ? I can give you
roughly, the figures that have been prepared, “ ’
402. Has any public meeting been held about the construction of a railwav from Harrandera to Colin
roohie ? Yes; two meetings have been held, and a petition has been sent to the Minister for Public Works,
403. And you have lately interviewed the Minister on the subject ? Yes. '
404. Since you interviewed the Minister you and your friend have been appointed to interview this Com
mittee, and to lay before us the views of those you represent ? We simply received a telegram from the 
Mayor of Harrandera asking us to meet you here ; but, as I said, we have not come prepared for a lengthy 
examination. With regard to the traffic, we have an annual output from the stations and selections a?on^ 
the line that we propose of 3,840 hales of wool. Then there is a back loading to the stations, of 
which I have the figures, but I have not the actual cartage to the selections. I estimate, however, that 
the cartage to the selections would amount to 1 ion per family. That would give about 313 tons of hack 
loading. The number of fat sheep that it is estimated would he trucked on the line from Borclla is 
about 35,000 tons. The number of farmers settled along the line is 113 within a radius of 12 miles. 
The area under crop is about 28,250 acres, and with an average yield the number of bags will be about 
113,000. Wo have Crown land within a radius of 35 miles. According to the figures which I got 
from a surveyor, which he says is very much under the actual acreage, there are 500,000 acres of 
these lands. The chairman of ihe league has assured me that the area would amount to 700,000 acres.

405.
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403. Wliat area do you get tliese statistics from ? For the wool and wheat statistics I have taken a jjcger^a 
radius of 12 miles from the proposed line, and for the Crown lands 35 miles. It only includes the land t. ^ 
immediately on the right and left of tbe line, and extending north about 35 miles. _ '18 Oct. 18117.
406. Will this land be thrown open within a few years ? I think so; the lease expires in a couple ■
of years. _
407. Is it all suitable for wheat cultivation ? The bulk of it would be available for wheat growing; hut 
there are hills here and there.
408. Would some 5 per cent, of it be available? I should think three-fourths would he fit for wheat 
growing.
409. What do you pay for the carriage of wool from Colinroohie to Narrandera? About 15s. a ton. _
410. Aud how much a ton for wheat ? About lOd. a bag. In addition to the area of Crown lands which will 
be available in about two years, there are a number of reserves which I have not included, and there are 
also exchanges which will be made available for settlement. A number of landholders, both farmers and 
squatters along the line, are prepared to lease their land for wheat cultivation. Some of them are offering 
it now, and I believe they are getting tenants.
411. Would that be on the share system ? Yes, in some cases, and in other cases on rental. There 
would he little or no expense in the resumption of land along the route of this line, as most of the railway 
would be run along .the main road. There might be a little land to he resumed here and there where the 
road is narrow ; but the landholders along the line would give the land free. The only portion that we 
are not sure about is for a distance of 4 miles through Midgen. The annual rainfall at Colinroohie is 
about 22 inches.
412. Eow many bushels of wheat do you get to tho acre ? The lowest yield which I have had was about
11 bushels. _
413. What is the maximum ? Six bags ; but that is not the highest that I know of—I have seen eightand
nine bags to tho acre. _
414. Is the country undulating between Narrandera and Colinroohie ? Yes, the principal part of the 
country is undulating ; but there are no difficulties in the way of constructing a railway—no engineering 
difficulties whatever. The proposed line will follow the Hay line for about 4 mil^s, then branch off in a 
northerly direction. The only difficulty that I know in the way is a hill just where it would take off from 
the Hay line ; but the Government engineer who inspected the liue said that the cutting would he a very 
light onp, and. that the expense would not be great, and that on the rest of the line there would be no 
cutting at all.
415. Has there been a survey made of the route? No.
416. Has the Minister promised that a survey shall be made ? No.

Henry Daniel Adams, Narrandera, sworn, and examined —
417. Chairman^} You are from Narrandera? Yes. _
418. And you desire to place before the Committee the desirableness of connecting Colinroohie direct 
with the main line ? Yes.
419. You have heard the evidence given by Mr. McKersa? Yes.
420. Do you agree with that absolutely ? I do indeed.
421. It is correct in every'detail? Yes; I think so.
422. Would you desire to add anything to it ? The only thing I could add would be that the line asked 
for is to be a very light one. I think tho people would almost he satisfied with a tramline as a feeder to 
the main trunk line. I wish also to state that the purchased land could be avoided; but I think it would bo 
better, perhaps, to go through some' purchased lauds. TSy following the stock route the whole of the way 
the line would be made 4 miles longer than is necessary, and the cost of that extra 4 miles would exceed 
the value of the land that might be wanted to make the line more direct.

H. D. Adams. 
18 Oct., 1897.

Thomas Watson, farmer, Ganmain, sworn, and examined ;—
423. Chairman.} What statement have you to make? Some time ago we got up a petition to thoMinister for 
Public Works asking for a trial survey to be made from Ganmain to Ariah. On the conditions on which 
we asked for it we reckoned that such a line would answer all the purposes for which a railway was asked 
for from Coolamon to Ariah ; that it would practically make the line G miles shorter, and that there is 
ample facilities at Ganmain for providing water for railway purposes. The land that the survey would 
go through, with the exception of one or two small pieces, is all Crown land and forest reserve. We 
believe that if we had this trial survey the advantage of this line would be clearly seen, and it would be 
chosen in preference to coming into Coolamon. It would make a difference of 6 miles in the distance, 
and there are no engineering difficulties on the route.

Barnet Basil Bennett, Wagga Wagga, sworn, and examined :—
424. Chairman.'] Where do you live ? 1 live at Wagga Wagga, but I have land on this proposed line. B.B.Bennett.
425. Do you wisli to make a statement ? I wish to speak as to the general features of the country. We ^
have been advocating a railway from Coolamon northward for many years. No doubt a railway from 
Coolamon northward for 40 or 50 miles would open up an area of as fine agricultural country as there is
in New South Wales. I know the whole of the country, and that is my opinion. A railway running 
from Coolamon by any route northwards would open up a large extent of first-class agricultural land. As 
regards my own land, within the last two months men from South Australia have offered to work tbe land 
fur five years on terms, and I am told by them that they have sold their properties in South Australia and 
are now on their way to settle in this part of the country.
426. Your land lies about 8 miles south-east from Ariah? Yes; and my son has land 8 miles nearer 
Temora.
427. How far from Temora ? About 20 miles. My place is about 30 miles from Temora. As regards 
our land, we have 700 odd acres cleared this year, and it is already let on terms. 1 am calling for tenders 
for 1,000 acres of clearing, and 500 acres of that is let, and I have applications for the other 500 acres.
I believe that if I were in a position to get 5,000 acres of land cleared there this year I should let every acre.

303 0)—C

T. Watson. 
18 Oct,, 1897.

John
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John Holloway, grazier, MoohvboolJool, sworn, and examined:—• ■ '
J~ 428. Mr. Blacky “What are you ? A grazier at Moombooldool; I am the owner of my holding.
, c 429. How much land is there ? The whole together comprises some 60,000 acres—43,000 is leasehold

■’ ' and 18,000 is secure.
430. What area have you under cultivation? Only 70 acres at present. We simply grow what is 
necessary for the station.
431. Have you any intention of increasing that area? Yes; I am making arrangements to cultivate 
500 acres more—that would be 570 acres altogether. The object is to let the crop accumulate for feeding 
sheep in case of drought.
432. If you had facilities for reaching the market, would you not be likely to go in for wheat production? 
Yes, very extensively. If I could I would put the whole of the secured land under wheat, because it would 
be more profitable. The land is well suited for wheat growing.
433. Where would you send the wheat to ? To Narrandera.
434. How far is that? Thirty-five miles.
435. How far are you from Coolamon by the proposed railway lino? About 60 miles.
436. How far would you be from the terminus of the proposed line ? It is 15 miles from Warri to 
Moombooldool.
437. If tbe line were constructed, would you use it in preference to going to Narrandera? Yes.
438. What do you pay for road carriage to Narrandera ? Prom 20s. to 25s. a ton ; 30s. a ton for wool.
439. If you had a railway station at Warri I suppose you could get your wool carried there for 6s. or 7s, a 
ton ? Yes ; we should cart it with our own teams ; it would be only a day’s journey.
440. Yon would get back the same day? No ; we should unload the same day.
441. What would be a fair rate by rail for wool from your nearest point ? I can hardly answer the 
question ; I suppose about 10s, a ton.
442. You would not object to a charge of 10s. a ton by the railway ? No ; that would suit the station 
very well.
443. Where does your wool go to from Narrandera ? To Sydney.
444. How is the land held in your locality ? It is leased from tbe Crown principally. The leases will 
fall in in the year 1900.
445. Is tbe soil similar in quality to tbe soil in tbe neighbourhood of Coolamon ? Yes, I tbink so, except 
in the valley of tbe Mirool Creek, which is subject to very high floods. It is more of a loam near tbe 
creek—very rich land. The country is covered with pine bos and oak timber.
446. Ho you know the country towards Temora ? Only as far as Broken Ham and Barmedman.
447. Is that country equal for agricultural purposes to the land between hero and Ariah? I do not think 
it is quite as good. It is more hilly, but I tbink it is good wheat country,
448. Ho you think that if this railway were made it would cause increased settlement ? Undoubtedly.

- ' ' 449. How would the settlers get their opportunity? By tbe Government throwing open land for
settlement, and by people letting their land.

■ ■ 450. Is there any quantity of Crown land that will he made available for settlement? There are
travelling stock reserves, and a few small water reserves which are under lease. The land there is held 
under lease.
451. How will it become available for selection ? By the Government offering it far sale as homestead
selections and farms. ■
452. Bo you know if there is any inquiry for land in that locality ? I only know by seeing the rush there 
is at the land offices for land. There is no land available in our neighbourhood, and has not been for 
years.
453. Where have the applicants come from? Mostly from Yictoria, and many of them are young men 
growing up. Two men whom I have employed for years have saved money and selected lately. They 
were fortunate enough to get good farms.
454. Have you formed any opinion as to whether this line is likely to pay within the near future ? I 
thiuk it would pay within five years. I think by the time the railway is likely to be made the leases will 
fall in; and by the time the railway is open there will be a very big population if the Government are

' smart in letting people get the land. That is the only difficulty.
' 455. What is a fair freight for the carriage of wool for 30 miles ? Nincpence a ton per mile.

456. What would he a fair rate for 15 miles for wool ? It would not be very much less. I will say 7d.
457. What would be a fair rate for the carriage of wheat 30 miles ? I think it is 9d. a bag.
458. What is your opinion as to a fair return per acre for agricultural land ? Net profit, £1 an acre.
459. And how much for pastoral laud ? About 4s. an acre, and it will be very good pastoral land to give 
that. You need to keep a sheep to the acre.
460. A considerable area of land is being taken up on improvement leases in tbe districts of Ariah, How
ling, and Kilbergoo ;—what is your opinion with regard to the future of that settlement—is it likely to 
be permanent without railway communication? I think not. The reason why I expressed the opinion 
that this improvement lease occupation is likely to be a failure is because of my own experience at Moom- 
hooldool North, where the land was taken up and abandoned, and again taken up and abandoned.
461. Can you describe the land lying south from the road from Temora towards Wyalong, and then from 
the line west from Wyalong south to the Hay line? The land from Ariah to Coolamon, in my opinion, is 
good agricultural land. From Ariah to Temora, although passable, the land is not quite so good, it being 
broken by a ridge of bills. It is as good as far as Broken Ham. To tbe north I have been through to 
Barmedman, and tbe country from Ariah, in that direction, is good for agriculture. Going in a north
westerly direction the country is good to Bygoo and Buddigower; but west of this country, somewhat 
west from Bygoo, there is a big belt of mallee country which extended from about Yalgogrin westward to 
Moombooldool North; then runs north-westerly towards the Peak ; then towards Conapaira. Towards 
the east there is a good belt of agricultural country. Here and there are breaks of hills, and some plains 
country about Whitten. As you approach Whitton the country becomes plain, and therefore in my 
statement I should have excluded the land immediately north of Whitton from the agricultural area. 
Of course there are various places within those boundaries which are hilly; but speaking of tho country 
generally, the description is correct as far as my knowledge goes, which has extended over a great number
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of years. Further west I will not go, as my knowledge is not sufficient to enable me to give definite J.^HoUowiiy.

462. If a railway were put through, so that there would be access to the mallee land, would that he useful l»Oet.( 1897. 
for cultivation ? I do not think it would ho for many years, because there is much better land; but 
eventually it will he.
4<63. You are doubtful about its being used ? Yes.
464. Can the malice scrub he rolled down ? Yes, _ , ■
465. Have you ever heard any comparison made between it and the mallee land in Victoria. Ao.
466. Is this land as good as the Victorian mallee land ? I should think it is better.
467. But still the advantages offered by other land in the vicinity, yet unoccupied, for agricultural settle-
ment, are superior, and you believe that the malice belt will wait till 
Yes, I do.

all the other good land is taken up ?

Walter Hubert Neary, station-master, Coolamon, sworn, and esamined:—
468. dfr. Roberts^ How long have you been station-master here? A little over seven years. W.H.Neary.
469. Ho you keep a return of all the traffic that passes through Coolamon ? Yes. ir(iT*~tsW7
470. Have you any statement that you can lay before the Committee showing the traffic between Coolamon Uet->
and Ariah or Warri ? I have not. _
471. You have merely the inward aud outward traffic from Coolamon station? Yes. _
472. For how many years ? For the year ending 30th June, IS97, the wool traffic is 2,560 bales or 442 
tons 8 cwt.; freight, £1,418 8s. 8d. Wheat traffic, 32,522 bales or 3,671 tons; that gives £1,919 Os. 6d. 
in freight. Then we have in stock of this year’s crop about 7,000 bags.
473. You have not included that ? Ho.
474. Chairman.'] A full year gives you about 40,000 bags ? Yes. I should like to say that last year was 
a light year, 97,000 hags was tho most that wc ever loaded in one year, and we did that six j’ears ago.
475. Was the greater portion of it from the north ? I think about 75 per cent would be. Q-eneral goods,
such as timber and merchandise, amounted to 1,367 tons outwards, and tbe freight on that is £/52 8s. lOd,
Inward goods, 1,554 tons ; freight, £4,379 10s. We had 241 trucks of stock; passengers and parcels,
£1,158 7s. 5d. Total freight, £8,469 8s. Total tonuage, 7,034.
476. Does the wool come here from Ariah ? Yes.
477. Where does the general merchandise come from ? From Wagga Wagga, Sydney, and Junec.
478. It is brought to Coolamon and distributed in the country between Coolamon and Ariah ? Yes.
479. Does it appear that the traffic to that part of the country is increasing ? Certainly it is increasing.
480. The traffic to Coolamon is increasing every year? Yes, except the wheat last year. The traffic in 
wheat was not so heavy last year, and that was owing to the want of rain.
481. Has the wool traffic kept up? Yes ; it keeps up well. _ 1
482. Does the general merchandise show any increase or decrease ? It shows a slight increase.
483. Is the passenger traffic increasing ? That is about tbe same.
484. And what about the parcels traffic ? The whole of that small traffic is about the same.
485. Has the market increased during the last twelve months ? No.
486. Does much timber go from Coolamon? A good deal has gone from here.
487. Does that come from the country between Coolamon and Ariah ? Yes. '
488. Is that traffic on the increase ? No ; it is about tbe same.
489. Is 411616 any increase in the live stock traffic ? No ; there was a decrease last year.
490. To what do you attribute the decrease? 1 suppose it is owing to the drought..
491. Is there any difference iuthe rate of carriage for wool, wheat, merchandise, or live stock, on any part 
of this line from Narrandera, Grong Grong, and Coolamon, to Sydney ? No it is all the same. _
492. Can yon give the Committee any information on this point, as to which is the largest distributing
centre for wool, wheat, and general merchandise to that portion of the country north of the line from ,
Coolamon to Narrandera? I should say Coolamon, certainly.
493. In preference to Grong Grong or Ganmain? Yes. >
491. You regard Coolamon as the most central dep5t for the distribution of tho traffic? Yes. _
495. Where did that 60,000 bags come from ? From the surrounding district. The difference is that 
Marrar was included. It has been opened as a siding since. It is 8 miles from here, towards Junee.
496. Is Marrar still keeping up its reputation as a wheat-producing district ? I should say it was.
497. Do you know anything of the country between Coolamon and Warri ? No.
498. Arc you in a position to say whether Coolamon is the most desirable point to reach the South
western railway, in the interests of the people round Warri ? I should say that it was.
499. In what way would it be preferable to Grong Grong ? Because there is more traffic that comes to
Coolamon for and from Ariah. _ _
500. Do you think that a lino from Coolamon would suit more people than a line from Grong Grong ? Yes.

Jamieson Ashwood, storekeeper, Coolamon, sworn, and examined :—
501. Mr. Black.] Do you net your goods from Sydney ? Tes. J. Ashwood.
502. All of them ? Yes. _ z--
503. Do you trade with Sydney? Yes. My machinery comes from Melbourne and Adelaide, but 18 Oct., 1897. 
everything else from Sydney.
504. Do you think that the prospects of this district entitle it to a railway ? Yes. i
505. On what data is your belief founded? The number of people who would he served by the railway, 
and the amount of land likely to be thrown open for settlement between here and Warri.
506. Do you think this will turn out to be an agricultural district ? Yes.
507. How long have you been here ? About sixteen years.
508. Have you been in the store business all tho time ? No ; I have been nine years in the store.
509. Have you seen advance in the productions of the district, and increase of settlement ? Yes.
510. Since when? Mainly the last six years.
511. Do you know the country between Ariah and Temora ? No.

512.
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J. Ashwood. 512. Chairman.] Tou believe that the district is good enough? I have got in between 18,000 and 
bags of wheat, and there are others buying besides me. Most of our business is done out this way. 

18 Get., 897. 513, d0 jn cultivate more land than iu the south ? Tea; and all on the north depend on
Coolamon for their supplies. ’
514. Was the station-master right in estimating that 75 per cent, of tbe wheat camo from the north ? 
I think he was.

John Barnes, commission agent, Coolamon, sworn, and examined :—
J. Barnes. 515, Chairman.] How long have you been resident in this district ? Between here and Ariah, about 

'—'"'n thirty-eight years.
18 Oct., 1897. 5i6_ you a ju]] 0f the district ? I have.

517. How far does your knowledge extend ? It extends from here to Ihe Lachlan.
518. Tou know the country right from the Murrumbidgee to the Lachlan ? 1 do.
519. Do you know the country to Grunbar ? 1 have been there a few times. .
520. Have you been to Hillston and Cudgellico ? Tes.
521. Have you been to Borbes ? Tes. ‘
522. Have you been through Wyalong and Barmedman ? Tes ; and to Temora.
523. What proportion of the country you have described sends its traffic to Temora ? The traffic from 
Buddigower goes to Temora, and Buddigower lies north-east-north from Kildarey. The wool from 
Mandamah sometimes comes to Coolamon, sometimes goes to Temora; the wool from Mimosa west comes 
to Coolamon, and the traffic south from Mimosa comes to Coolamon. With regard to the district under 
consideration, generally speaking the road carriage determines the place or railway station to which tho 
wool is sent, but there is a tendency to give a preference to Coolamon because of its superior advantages in 
regard to grass and water. As we pass west from Ariah tho wool makes straight down to Narrandera, 
carrying out the statements I have already made that the road carriage to the nearest raihvay station 
dominates the question.
52L Does the same thing apply to wheat? Tes; and also to the distribution of goods.
525. Tou mentioned that wheat has to come to Coolamon iu preference to other stations equi-distant in 
consequence of the better travelling routes ? Tes.
526. Does that apply to the travelling stock ? Tes ; in that country.
527. In the area that you have described, tbe country is good to within 4 miles of Temora, where you get
on to the main range ? Tes. *
528. Going north from Coolamon to Ariah, what is the country like ? It is all good agricultural country.
529. Coming due south from Mandamah, what is it like ? ■ All good agricultural country.
530. And from Ariah into Grong Grong, what is that like ? It is all good.
531. Is it similar into Ganmain? Tes.
532. From Moombooldool what is it like ? Some of it is a bit rough.
533. Where is it rough ? Coming from Moombooldool south from Narrandera the distance is about 33 
miles, and of that I estimate that about 8 miles is rough country, the rest being good agricultural laud.
534. Going north-east from Mandamah into Barmedman, what is the country like ? Some of it is very
good and some of it is a bit rough. ’
535. What proportion of it is rough ? In places you come to belts of mallee and ironbark country.
536. Can you tell us the proportion of good agricultural land ? I could not.
537. Is it one-half, travelling from Mandamah to Barmedman? I should say that two-thirds of the 
distance would be all good country.
538. Going due north from Barmedman towards Wyalong, what kind of country is there? Similar 
country—two-thirds of it good-
539. Is there a possibility of wheat growing to any great extent north-east from Mandamah towards

' Barmedman, and north from Mandamah toxvards Wyalong ? Tes.
540. Going north from Ariah you come to Talgogrin, what kind of country is it there ? Some is very
good country; in some places it is ironbark. Going north you pass through some belts of mallee country ; 
but it is principally agricultural country. '
541. Between a line running north from Ariah towards Talgogrin, what kind of country is it? It is all 
fairly good country till you reach tbe dense mallee scrub. The mallee belt as shown on the map before 
me appears to be fairly correct, except that I think it might he extended somewhat west towards Simm’s 
Gap.
542. South from the mallee belt, how far does the good agricultural land run? Between tho hills and the
mallee belt there is good country. Generally speaking, the land south of the mallee belt is good grazing 
and agricultural land. ■
543. Is a large piroportion good for agriculture or for pastoral purposes ? It is about half and half.
544. Is there a possibility of good settlement there? There is.
545. How far do you go towards the north before you get out of the plains? I could not say exactly how 
far; I know it is very good country. North of Whitton there is an extensive plain ; but in my opinion 
it is only suitable at present for pastoral purposes.
546. Is the land north of Warri good ? From "Warri to Taylor’s Hill is good, but at Taylor’s Hill it 
becomes broken, and that broken country extends about 4 miles to the west, then opens out into level 
country suitable for agriculture.

How far does that go then ? It then runs 25 miles west good agricultural country—in fact, the 
country is good until you strike the rough country upon the Conapaira Kange; then there is a distance of 
broken country which extends until you get on to tbe agricultural land which extends to Gunbar. With 
regard to tho land at Gunbar, I am not prepared to say that I regard it as first-class for agricultural 
purposes. The laud about Ariah, and from there towards Temora, also to the south, and some distance 
to the west, in my opinion, is more suitable for agricultural purposes than the land about Gunbar.
54S. What is the mallee scrub land like? There is scrub mallee and bull mallee.
549. Have you had any experience of clearing mallee ? No; I understand that they roll down the scrub 
mallee, but not the bull malice.
550. Is this mallee land the same kind of land that they farm in the Wimmera district in Yictoria ? I
think this is a stronger mallee. 551,
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551. Will it lie worth clearing? Not at present. _ J. Bamcs.
552. Then we must regard it as country that is not likely to he seriously affected by railway communica
tion ? That is my opinion. With regard to the suitableness of cultivation of the mallee belt I cannot18 0ct''189/ 
express a definite opinion, as I have had no personal experience of the mallee country in Yictoria where
such work is carried on ; but I have formed the opinion from what I have heard from men of experience, 
that the mallee in this country is not likely to be so readily dealt with as the laud which is regarded as 
similar iu Victoria. Were it cleared it appears to me that tbe soil is somewhat light for cultivation. I 
think, therefore, that it should he excluded for the time being from the land that may bo presumed to be 
benefited by railway communication.
553. Have you seen any great alteration in the mode of occupation of the land near Ariah ? I have.
554. Is the farming there general ? Yes.
555. Is it steadily increasing ? It is.
556. If the Crown determines to throw open for agricultural settlement other leasehold areas, will there 
he any difficulty in getting farmers to take it up? Not at all. They would take it up at once as 
homestead selections at the ordinary price; in fact, I think there will be a big rush for it

Frederick Hall, storekeeper, Coolamon, sworn,and examined:—
557. Mr. Roberts.'] How many years have you resided in Coolamon? A little over four years. Y Hall.
55S. Have you any knowledge of the district between Coolamon and Ariah? Yes ; I have been once to
Ariah. 18 Oct., 1897.
559. Can you tell the Committee anything as to the volume of traffic between Coolamon and Ariah?
Yes, the volume of traffic is very considerable. A large part of my business is done with settlers in that 
district.
560. With what place do you do the most business? With the north, decidedly. _
561. Where are your customers most numerous on the line between Coolamon and Ariah ? They begin 
from the very start along both the Berryjerry Hoad and this main stock route, and all the country between.
562. What does it coat you to deliver goods at Warri ? They send their own drays in ; I do not pay for 
delivery, A very considerable quantity of wool and wheat comes from that district.
563. They bring wheat and wool, and take stores from you hack again ? Yes.
56k Would vou regard Coolamon as the best site for a connecting point for the district round Ariah?
I should.
565. Would you prefer Coolamon to Grong G-rong or any other station between here and Narrandera?
I have not gone over the line between Grong Grong and Ariah. hut I fancy that the largest population is 
between Coolamon and Ariah rather than between Ariah and Grong G-rong.
566. Do you prefer Coolamon to G-anmain as a distributing depot ? I should, decidedly. None of the 
settlers on that line go to Ganmain.
567. Do the settlers to the north of Coolamon get their merchandise from Coolamon? Yes; some get 
their merchandise from Wagga Wagga, hut it is sent via Coolamon.
568. Where do you do business with ? Sydney.
569. Do you supply the settlers with machinery ? Yes ; I sell great quantities of machinery. This year
we are selling an extra quantity. ■
570. Do you get any from Victoria and South Australia? Yes, and a good deal from Sydney._
57], Can you explain to the Committee why it is necessary to get certain agricultural machinery from 
Yictoria and South Australia;—is it not obtainable in Sydney P Not the same patents ; hut a great deal 
of machinery that comes from South Australia aud Yictoria comes by sea to Sydney and is then carried 
overland by railway; so the railway gets the benefit of it.
572. How do you account for the fact that this particular machinery is not obtainable in Sydney? I 
think because New South Wales has been until of late years behindhand in growing wheat. South 
Australia and Victoria have had the start, and the manufacture of these things was commenced there.
573. Have you made inquiries in Sydney as to whether such machinery as you describe is obtainable 
there? As a matter of fact, we get machinery from Yictoria and South Australia through Sydney agents.
Wfe practically get it from Sydney, although it is manufactured in Victoria and South Australia.
574. As a business man, can you confidently recommend the const ruction of thisline as being advantageous 
to the best interest of the country ? I know that there is a very large amount of agricultural land that 
would be opened up, and from what I hear the line could be constructed at a small expense. There will 
he very few engineering difficulties.
575. Do you think that that would conduce to a marked increase of settlement? I think that most 
decidedly it would do that.
576. Are there men waiting to obtain land should it he thrown open ? There is no doubt whatever about 
that. The great difficulty in the district has been that the land has not been thrown open sufficiently 
quickly. Hundreds of people are applying for land, and cannot get it.
577. Do you know that as a matter of fact? Yes ; a gentleman the other day was telling mo that he has 
been in the district for some years renting land, and he is most anxious to get land of his own, hut is 
unable to do so.
578. Tho settlement at present is rather small, is it not ? It is, in some parts of the district.
579. What point between here and Ariah would you regard as the most populous part of the district ? I 
suppose about Methul.
580. How far is that frpm Coolamon ? About 20 miles.
580$. Is there a fairly numerous settlement around Wnrri ? Yes; there is a good deal of cultivation there.

i TUESDAY,
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[The Sectional Committee met at Mr. Boyd’s residence, Uley, Warn, at 3 p.m.J

JPr£0^nl;—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Es«. (Chairman').

The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G. | Geoboe Black, Esq. ■

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Coolamon to Ariah. ■

John O’Shaughnessy, farmer, Moombooldool, sworn, and examined :—
581. Chairman.'] What area have you ? 4..300 acres.
582. What do you grow ? Wheat and wool.

iggf 583. Where do you take your wheat to ? To Narrandera at present.
584. Do you go straight into Narrandera by road? Tes.
585. How far is it? Similes.
586. Is that your nearest point to a railway ? Narrandera and Grong Grong are the same distance.
587. What do you pay for the carriage of your wheat? 16s. a ton.
588. What do you pay for the carriage of the wool ? The lowest rate that I have paid has been £1 a ton,,
and the highest 32s. Cd. _
589. Then the average would be about 27s. Tes ; last year I paid 25s.
590. How far are you from Ariah ? 14 miles.
591. Is the land suitable for the growth of wheat? Tes. .
592. Twenty-five miles west of your plate is tbe land suitable for agriculture ? Tes. _
593. Can you go further and still be on good country ? Tes ; it is as good 20 miles away as it is at my
place. _
594. Is it good land north of your place? We get into the mallee country there about 25 miles away.
595. What is the quality of the land to the north-west? For a distance of 50 miles it. is as good as the-
land in this district for wheat growing. _
596. What is it like going south towards Narrandera? It is all good land there. _ ̂
597. Tou would like to sec a lino of railway into Ariah because it would save you about 16 miles of carriage:'
Tes, more than that. I could carry the wheat myself if it was a shorter distance. When you have long 
distances to go you have to send your wheat away as soon as you get it stripped, or else you cannot get it 
away at all.
598. How many acres do you cultivate ? From 450 to 800 acres, _
599. What is a fair crop ? The highest was eight bags to the acre, and the lowest six bushels. My average
for eleven years was 18 bushels. _ _
600. Would you increase the area under cultivation if the distance of carriage was less ? 
indeed.
601. What is the net return from pastoral land? If you run a sheep to the acre tho profit from a sheep-
is about 3s. . v , j
602. What is a fair return from an acre of agricultural laud ? If you farm it properly, you should get
four bags to the acre. _ .
603. What would your net return be ? It is according to the price. My highest price for wheat has 
been 6s. 3d., and the lowest 2s. 6d. In 1888 I got 6s. 3d. _
601, Do you think the return of 15s. an acre from wheat is a reasonable estimate ? 
too low.
605. Do you know anything about the cultivation of the mallee country ? Tes, I know the mallee 
country.
606. Do yon know the Victorian mallee ? I do.
607. Is there any difference between the mallee here and the Victorian mallee? I cannot see that
there is. .... • - ti- l t,
608. Is the soil here as good as the soil in the mallee country of Victoria ? Tes, it is. Mr. Keogh has a
patch of mallee country here and some other good laud, and he told me that he gets the best crops off the 
mallee land. I believe it is similar to the Victorian mallee. The soil is as good as that in Victoria, hut 
as to tho practical results from it, I can say nothing. The Land Board has put^ Is. Gd. an acre on an 
annual lease of 1,000 acres adjoining me. And I can show you 150,000 acres oi land quite as good as 
that. ,
609. What could you buy land here at ? There is none selling. _
610. What do tho Government thiuk the unimproved value? They put £2 an acre on special areas round 
this place; but they have reduced it to 30s.
fill. Therefore, in the opinion of the Government the land is worth 30s. an acre ?_ Tes. _
612. If the Government offered it at 30s. an acre would it he taken ? It would if they gave a certain
quantity. If they gave a fair quantity, every acre of that 150,000 acres would be selected. _
613. In your opinion would the value'of the’Crown lands bo materially increased by the construction of 
the proposed railway ? It would.
614. What would it be worth if a railway were made? It would be worth from 15s. to £1 an acre more 
than it is now. The difference between land 30 miles from a railway and land contiguous to a railway
ought to be fully £1, n. ,r j. o
615. If a railway were made, do you think that if you could get any Crown land it would be worth that f
Tes. _
616. Could men be found to take it up ? Certainly. _ '
617. What rent could be obtained for Crown land close to a railway ? It would all depend upon what 
area they would give, and whether it was improved or not.
618. What would the rent be of ordinary improved land ? From Is. to Is. Gd.
619. Tou have no doubt you could get Is. 6d. an acre ? Tes ; and plenty would take it at that.
020. Jfr. Blaclc.] Tou said that the cost of the carriage of wool to Narrandera was from 20s. to 32s, Gd. 
■a ton, whilst the rate for wheat was 16s. a ton ? Tes; they carry wheat cheaper than they carry wool.

621.

No ; I think it is
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621. I want to know why vqu gave ft fixed rate m the one ease! and notin the other ? The carriers hare 0 ghtwigimeFey. 
a union, and they fix the charge. I should have to pay It's, a ton this season for wheat, and I am paying /—
32a. 6d. for wool. . . r
622. Mr. Roberts.] Where do you get your goods from ? From Sydney ; sometimes Narrandera.
623. You have to pay carriage from Narrandera to your place? Yes.

19 Oct., 1897.

S. W. 
Wellman.

■ Sydney William Wellman, Manager, Ariah station, sworn, and examined :—
624. Mr. Black.] What is the size of Ariah station ? About 42,000 acres.
625. Is it all freehold ? No, there are only about 2,760 acres of it freehold.
62G. Is it all used for pastoral purposes ? Yes, with the exception of about 200 acres of land that are 
cleared for cultivation. There are 2,760 acres of freehold, 11,496 conditional purchase, with the freehold, *’ 
and the balance is leasehold area,
627. Is the soil suitable for agriculture? Most of it is.
628., Is two-thirds of it suitable for cultivation? I should say that there is not more than 2,000 acres out 
of the whole lot that would not be suitable for cultivation.
629. Nine out of every 10 acres is suitable for wheat-growing ? Yes. ■
630. Do you find that growing wheat pays you? We have done very little of it at present, but I certainly
think it would. ’ _
631. Is there any reason why you do not grow more wheat ? We have not the power. The Bank does
not care to go into it at present. But we'aru going to let the' land on the halves system. .
632. Is there a demand.for land on the halves system ? Yes.
633. How many applications have you had? We have had none, because we have never brought it before
the public. ■
634. Have you had any inquiries? No; but several of my neighbours would take land. ?
■635. You have reason to believe that some of your neighbours would be glad to take land from you on the . 
halves system ? Yes.
636. Where do you send your wool and wheat to ? To Coolamon, which is about 42 miles distant.
637. What do you pay for road carriage? 30s. a tou.
■638. Where do you get your station supplies from? From Coolamon chiefly at present. ■
639. What rates for carriage do you pay ? For back-loading at shearing time £1 a ton.
640. Wbat do you pay if it is not back-loading ? About 25s. a ton.
641. Are you well acquainted with the character of the country in your vicinity ? Yes; it is forestland
really—the same class of country all through; some of it a little more loamy than the land here, and some 
"Having more clay in it. ■
642. Is it heavily timbered ? Some of it is. ■
643. Is it pine country? Pine, bull-oak, and box.
644. Do you know the country between Ariah and Temora ? Yes.
645. How does that compare with the country between Ariah and Coolamon ? It is very similar until
you get within about 6 miles of Tomora ; then there is a range of ironbark country. ■
646. How far is Ariah from Temora ? About 40 miles.
647. Then you are equi-distant from Temora and Coolamon ? Nearly.
648. But you send your produce to Coolamon? Yes.
649. What is tbe reason of that ? It is because most of our business is done there. We have been 
connected with Wagga Wagga more than with any other town.
■650. In what direction do you think a raihvay line should be constructed to tup this district? A line' 
would he suitable from either Temora or Coolamon.
651. Which would serve tbe district best? That would depend upon where the terminus of tbe line 
would he.
652. Provided that a terminus were placed in the most suitable position? I think a line from Coolamon
would be the best. ■
653. Which line would pay tbe best? It would be hard to say. A.t present there are more people on 
the route from Coolamon to Warri than on the other. The other line is not so closely settled.
■654. Then a line from Coolamon to Ariah would serve more people than a line from Temora to Ariah. I 
think so.
655. Then, if in either ease the line went no further than Ariah, a railway from Coolamon would be 
preferable ? Yes.
656. Wbat do you think would be a fair rate to charge for the carriage of wheat by a railway from Ariab 
to Coolamon ? I could hardly say; I have had very little experience with wheat. I know it has cost 
the growers Is. Gd. a bag to get it carried by road.
657. That would be 13s. Gd. a ton? Yes.
658. Could they afford to pay 7s. Gd. a ton or Is. a bag ? I should think so.
659. What would he a fair railway charge between Ariah and Coolamon for wool ? I think about 15s. 
a ton.
660. Would you be prepared to pay that rate ? I could not say, because I am not in a position to do it.
661. Would you recommend it? I certainly should.
662. Mr. Roberts.] How far north from Warn is the property you represent? About 5 miles.
663. If a railway were constructed from Coolamon to Warri, would, you regard that as fairly meeting the 
requirements of the district for the present ? Yes.
664. Were you present at the meeting on the 25th September of the present year, when a resolution was 
passed by some twenty-four gentlemen, representing a large area of country, offering to guarantee any 
deficiency in the revenue if the railway were made ? I was not; but I had notice of it.
665. Are you able to tell the Committee whether the owners of the various stations would fall in with that 
resolution ? No; I handed a letter to the secretary of the league, from the Bank of New South Wales, 
to say that they would not pledge themselves.

( 666. Is the rate of carriage from Ariah to Temora about equal to what it is from Coolamon to Ariah ?
No ; I can get wool carried at £1 a ton.
667. But you have had to pay 30s. ? We had, up to the last year or two ; but now I can get wool carried 
from Ariah to Temora for £1 a ton,

668.
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3. W. egg. "What would you have to pay to get it carried to Coolamon P ,£1 7s. 6d.
Wellman. 669. So there is really a difference of 7s. 6d. a ton P Tes.

670. Would more people he served by a railway from Coolamon to Warri than by a railway from Ariah 
e ■' /j to Temora? Certainly.

671. Tou have been over the country from Ariah to Temora ? Tes; I know the country well. 1 have 
lived here for about eighteen years.
672. Have you travelled over the country from Grong Grong to Warri? Tes.
673. Which route do you think ought to be chosen for a railway—the oue from Grong Grong to Warri,

‘ the one from Coolamon to Warri, or the one from Temora to Warri ? I certainly should think the one
from Coolamon to Warri would he the best.
674. Is there more land for cultivation on that route than on either of the olher two ? I think bo.
675. With regard to the future, would thfere be a larger area of land thrown open on that route than on 
the others ? I could not tell you exactly.
676. Chairmnn.'] If a railway were constructed to Ariah from any direction, would it be possible to 
substitute agricultural for pastoral occupation on your conditional purchase and freehold land P Tes.
677. What is the rent that the Crown charges for the land about hero? The rent of ours is 2M,
678. Would a pastoral rate of from 2d. to od. throughout the district be fairly correct ? Most decidedly 
it would.
679. Threepence-halfpenny may he regarded as a fair average ? Tes : I think that is right.

James ffyfe, farmer, Mount Chrystal, sworn, and examined
J. Fyfe. 680. Chairman,-] What are you? A farmer; I have been a sawmill proprietor.

s 631. Mr. Roberts.] Where do you reside ? At Mount Chrystal, ou the Harrandera and Moombooldool 
19 Oct., 1897. road, about 14 miles south-west from here,

682. Do you carry on farming and grazing ? Tes.
683. How many acres have you ? 2,200.
684. How much is under cultivation ? At present we have 400 acres under wheat.
685. Where do you send your wheat at present ? To Narrandera.
686. What rate of carriage do you pay? We have been paying 10s. for wheat.
687. How much for wool ? I cart my own wool.
688. Do you fetch any goods from Narrandera? Tes ; I generally bring the goods with my own team.
689. Is 10s. a ton a fair rate in all seasons? Not in winter. It is a fair rate in the wheat season.
690. Do you send any timber to Narrandera? I have sent thousands of tons, but I am out of tbe trade 
at present.
691. How many years have you been out of tho trade ? Two years.
692. What did you pay for the carriage of timber ? I have paid from 12s. to 17s. a ton. There is a mill 
working my property now, and they are paying 12s. Cd, Before that we were paying 13s. a ton.
693. Would 12s. 6d. be a fair rate at present? 1 should say that it would.
694. What description of timber is it that you send away ? It is all pine.
695. If a railway were constructed to Warri, would it be to your interest to use the railway ? Not a
railway from Coolamon.
696. Where should the line come from to suit jrou ? From Grong Grong.
697. For what reason do you prefer Grong Grong? Because it would bring me within Smiles of the 
railway.
698. Would a larger number of settlers he served by a railway from Grong Grong to Warri, than by a
railway from Coolamon to Warri? I could not say; but I can say that the Colinroohie settlers would be
served by a Grong Grong line.
699. How near would Colinroohie he to a line from Grong Grong ? About 14 miles.
700. How far are they from Narrandera ? From 25 to 30 miles.
701. What would you have to pay to carry your wheat 8 miles to get on to a railway from Grong Grong ? 
I should think about 4s. a ton.
702. At what mile peg from Grong Grong would ycu put your produce ou the line ? I think about 
22 miles.
703. Does it appear to you that there would be much saving if you had to pay 4s. a ton to bring the wheat 
to the railway ? 1 should think there would be a great saving.
704. It would be principally wheat that would be brought to the railway? Wheat and timber. There is 
a mill working on my property delivering 1,500 or 2,000 tons a year regularly at Grong Grong. All that 
timber would be delivered on that line at the nearest point. We have been delivering 1,500 tons of pine 
during the winter.
705. What would it cost you to take it direct to Narrandera ? It has been carted for 12s. 6d. a ton in 
favourable seasons, and as high as l“s. 6d. in winter.
706. Are you satisfied that the distances you have given are correct? After consideration, I think the 
distance that I gave with regard to the Grong Grong line cannot be correct. My friend, Mr. Holloway, 
says that I am in error in saying that the distance is 20 miles. To Grong Grong it would he only 12 
miles.
707. Is there much pine in the neighbourhood where you live? A good deal.
708. Is there a good demand for pine all through the year? Tes.
709. Is there any special period of the year for cutting it? No.
710. Where does it all go to ? It goes to Cootamundra, Alhury, and Yictoria.
711. Does any go to Sydney ? Some has gone to Sydney, and some to Port Darwin.
712. It is what one may term anti-white ant? Tes ; the white ants cannot live in it.
713. And there is always a good market for it ? Tes ; but being so far from the raihvay has crippled the 
industry, owing to the high rate of carriage and the bad roads.
714. How long have you resided on your present holding ? I have been twenty-five years in tho district, 
hut I have been living eight years where I am now.
715 Why have you given up the timber business ? Because the cost of carriage and the bad roads-are 
against the trade.

716.
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716. Did it not prove remunerative ? Not at the last. After the Carrier’s Union started I could not 
carry on.
*1 ¥1. Chairman.] Tou are paying about 2s. 3d. per 100 feet ? Tes, about that. ,
718. Mr. Roberts.] What do you get for 100 feet of timber ? I get 8s. at the mill; with carriage paid, 
that would be 10s. 6d.
719. Would that be rough or dressed timber ? Hough timber. It would be 12s. for dressed timber.
720. What did it cost you to cut the timber down in the forest and put it on the dray ? I could not say 
exactly,
721. Do you know what net profit you made out of every 100 feet of dressed timber that you sent away 
at 12s. 6d.? 1 should think about 3s,

J. Fyfe. 
l!) Oct., 1897.

Michael Mickelson, saw-mill proprietor, Mount Chrystal, sworn, and examined:
722. Chairman.] Would a line from Grong Grong suit you ? Tes.
723. Are you at present engaged in sawmilling ? Yes. _
724. What do you get per 100 feet dressed timber? Thirteen shillings, delivered at Grong _Grong._
725. Suppose you could deliver twice as much timber, could you sell it? Tes; the demand is growing.
726. In your opinion, will a great amount of timber be taken from this country ? Tes.
727. Is there a large pine forest adjacent to you? Tes. t
728. There is work for how long ahead ? We can see a couple or three years ahead without shitting.
729. What area will you work without making a shift ? We draw logs 3 or 3£ miles.
730. A square of 6 miles would cover your operations? Tes. _
731. What is the size of the pine forest ? I could not say; hut I know it would he very large.
732. Ton have heard the statement made by Mr. Fyfe ? Tes.
733. Tou heard the rate of carriage that he gave ? Fes ; it was perfectly correct.
734. And vou desire to coroborate his statement, that a line from Coolamon to Ariah would be of no value
to the people in the timber trade at Mount Chrystal, and that the railway should go from Grong Grong. 
Tes. _________________

M. Mickelson.
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I have been on that particular land for sis years. It is my 19 Oct., 1897. 

goes to

Tes. When we were within 3 
Now I cannot truck 500 tons.

Alfred George Humby, near Warri, sworn, and examined:—
735. Mr. Black.] Where do you live ? About S miles in a north-westerly direction from Warri, just on A. G-.Humby 
tbe edge of the mallee.
736. How long have you been settled there?
own farm. ,
737. Where do you find a market for your timber ? I send it all over the country by rail, it 
Albury, and into Victoria, and large quantities go up to Corowa.
738. Which railway station do you truck at? ^Grong Grong.
739. How far are you from Grong Grong ? Forty miles.
740. How do you convey your timber to the railway ? By team. -i -n
741. What do you pay for carriage? Last month I paid 25s. a ton, or at tho rate of 7td. per mile. From 
the 1st October it will be 6d. There is a summer rate and a winter rate.
742. How much is that per 100 feet? It costs about 4s. per 100feet.
743. Tou find if difficult to compete with others who aro on a railway ? 
or 4 miles of a railway, our last year’s trucking amounted to 2,000 tons 
I have a statement here which I will read:—

As a proof of loss in freights through distance from railway, I take my own mill business as one instance.
The first three months of 1890, I find that 201,500 feet, =403 tons,were trucked at Devlin s siding, and this is not

the busiest TJ^ro‘nding quartcr for i897 y ftm only able to truck 26,155 feet, = 51 tons, being a decrease of 352 tons in this

** I could at once more than make up the deficiency if within reach of the railway. Other mills have closed up entirely, 
viz., Fyfe, Hardy A Co. , .

My average for the year 1890 was 1,000,009 feet,—2,000 tons. , r. j vr j tv . tho
My estimate is, that with my decrease and the two mills before mentioned—Fyfe, Hardy & Co. average about the 

same—the decrease imist have been 5,500 tons per annum, kv to n ..o™
Should the question arise, “ Do the Commissioners in reality lose these freights ? I answer Yes, to a very large

* Should the same amount in measurement be carried from Sydney in imported timbers over these lines, on account 
of their lightness, double the quantity lias to be carried for the same return as compared with our local timber.

The timber carried from these parts means a direct gain to the Commissioners, on account of it being a permanent 
return freight, whilst timber carried from Sydney means, in most cases, empty return trucks. , ,,

Whilst discussing the advisability of constructing tho proposed railway to Warn, a statement was inode that whether 
the line be constructed or not the Commissioners will lose nothing in freights, as the produce of this district will be carted 
into Narrandera or Grong Grong railway station. This I most respectfully and emphatically beg to contradict by my before- 
mentioned figures, and by stating that, in addition to losing the freights that would be conveyed on this proposed ““. on 
account of the timber having been all cut within carting distance of the presen t line to Junee, unless the proposed railway 
to Warri be constructed, the railway will lose by far the greater part of the timber tralfie over the Junee to Narrandera line, 
the districts of Bolero, Ac., and in reach of Warn, and right away to Hillston, being well known as the premier
d i s tr i c tstar i n ilj era. ^ of dc!li;[]g wj(,h the unemployed labour question, it seems a monstrous shame that hundreds
of thousands of pounds should be sent out of this Colony annually for this one product alone, viz., timber, whilst a large 
amount might be retamed and spent in wages, freights, Ac., by our Government assisting to develop our 
by constructing light lines, such as the proposed one to Warn, which district would prove itself one of vast resource for 
timber, in addition to an unlimited production of wheat. . -t

Referring to my previous statement that I could greatly increase my quantities, shipping on the railways, and tne 
probable returns for the first and succeeding years, I am prepared to prove that a large demand would be created in Sydney 
alone for these timbers if I could place them on the rails at a price to compete with imported timber; and such could be done 
if the heavy road cartage could be reduced before our produce reaches the railways.
744. I understand that you are now cutting one quarter of the timber you used to cut? Tes.
745. Tou cut all the timber near the railway, and tbe railway has not followed you? That is it,
746. Tou do not think there is a decreased demand for the timber? Decidedly not. I could truck a large 
quantity of timber direct to Sydney now. I could have au order for 200,OQO feet of timber, and 1 am 
afraid to undertake it on account of the difficulty of carriage.

303 (a)—D 747'
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A ^ 747. Suppose you had a block extending from a common centre, say 3 miles in each direction, how quickly
i a fit mw? wou^ you out ^ out ? In two or three years,

c ' 748. Employing how many men ? About twenty men. '
749. "Would those men be employed at the mill? They ivould be the men employed at the mill, and 
drawing logs. If you include the men felling the trees, there would be thirty hands employed,
750. What area of pine do you think is now arailable in this district for your purposes? There is a large
quantity of timber at Warri, and largo timber reserves at Bygoo, and Bolero station. r
751. Will you locate on the map the pine country adjacent to Ariah? Commencing at Bygoo, on the map,
and coming south towards Ariah, we pass over large quantities of land which carries a great quantity of
good pine timber. Then, turning west to hlooinbooldool, you have a considerable area also carrying large 
quantities of pine; also at Bolero and on the Warri run there is also a deal of pine. I think that the 
pine covers an area of about 20 miles square.
752. Do you know the site of the proposed railway station at Warri ? I do.
753. How far is that from your mill ? About S miles.
754. What would it cost per ton to carry timber there ? Eor 8 miles, it would he about 4s. per ton.
755. What could you afford to pay by railway to Coolamon ? I should be very well satisfied if I could
land it at Grong Grong for 10s. per ton. '
756. Tou will have a saving of 15s. ? Tes,
757. Could you not afford to pay more ? Wc have been obliged to give it up because it does not pay. I 
came up here and threw away £1,500 in twelve months, trying to compete in spite of the distance.
758. Would you be willing to pay 6s. per tou by rail to Grong Grong or Coolamon ? Tes,
759. If yon had railway communication, what quantity of timber would you be able to turn out? I would 
undertake to put 2,000 tons on the trucks in the first year.
760. Do you know anything about the mallee country ? I do.
761. Is the soil there good ? It is.
762. Do you know the malice country in Yictoria? I have seen photographs of it.
763. How does it compare with the mallee country here? I cannot see much difference in it.
7G4. Is Hero any difference in the strength and thickness of the scrub ? The scrub here is lighter, and 
therefore more easily dealt with.
765. Could it he dealt with by tbe Victorian method of rolling it? Tes.
766. Is the Victorian mallee country well suited for wheat growing ? Tes. Some Victorian mallee 
farmers applied to mo six months ago for some of that land.

, 767. Chairman^] Have you grown auy crops on the mallee ground ? Tes.
768. Is it satisfactory ? Tes. . •
769. What does it cost you per acre to put wheat into the malice land ? I think it can be cleared for 
2s. 6d. per acre.
770. Then the other expenses would be the same as those on other land ? Tes.
771. What does it cost to put forest land into the same state? I believe that it can be put in cheaper in 
the mallee land.
772. Would the return be as good ? I think if properly farmed it would be pretty well equal.
773. Tou believe that if a railway came close to the maLLee country the mallee land would be taken up?
I do. I have as good a crop as you could wish to see growing in mallee country, and although tbe weather 
is dry it is looking as healthy and green as anything you could find. Tho land seems to hold moisture.
774. Do you believe that settlement on the mallee land north-west from here will be as profitable to the 
farmer as on tbe other country ? Yes.
775. Tou do not regard it as waste land ? Ho, I do not. If the land is let at a cheaper rate the farmers 
will do quite as Tvell on it as those who are paying more for other lands which are supposed to be better.

John Kelson M'Keown, farmer, near Warri, sworn, and examined :—
J. E. 776. Chairman.'] Tou are a farmer ? I have started at it lately.

H‘Keown. 777. Mr. Roberts,] Where do you live ? Six miles north-west of Warri.
778. What is the area of your holding? A little over 5,000 acres. -

19 Oct, 1897. 779. What do you devote your attention to ? Grazing and wheat-growing.
780. Has your farming been successful ? Tes, very good.
781. How many acres do you cultivate? I think about 200 acres. _
782. How many sheep do you run ? From 3,000 to 5,000.
783. Would the land run a sheep to the acre ? No. It would but for rabbits and green timber.
784. Is there any mallee land on your holding? No.
785. Do you know anything at all about the mallee country ? I have seen it, and some of my neighbours 
have cultivated a little of it.
786. Successfully? Yes.
787. Howf far are you from the mallee belt? About 3 miles.
788. Is there any large area of mallee country under crop ? I do not think so.
789. Tou said your neighbours were cultivating it ? Tes, on a small scale.
790. How many bushels of wheat do yon get to the acre ? A great deal depends upon the seasons. On 
an average, 15 or 18 bushels.
791. Where do you send it to? To Narrandera.
792. How many miles is your property from Narrandera station ? I think: about 40 miles.
793. Wbat is the rate of carriage ? It varies. It has gone as high as £1 per ton for wheat and down to 
15s. It averages about 17s. 6d.
794. ' Do you send wool to Narrandera ? Tes.
795. And is the rate of carriage the same for wool ? I have paid Is. a ton per mile ; but latterly I have
got it carted for less. '
796. Have you got it carted for 6d. per ton per mile ? I have had it carted for about 9d. a ton.
797. Tou pay from 17s. 6d. to £1 per ton for wheat and 25s. for wool? Tes.
798. How many miles are yon from Warri ? I think about 6 miles.
799. If a railway were constructed from Coolamon to Warri would you bring your wool and wheat down
to Warri ? Certainly. . 800.
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800. "What do you consider would be a fair rate of carriage on tbe railway for wool and wheat to Coolamon ?
I do not know. ttt t -l u <.!.■ 1 o i
801. What would it cost to bring it from your homestead down to Warn , J should think ds. or ds, per ^ |g9^
ton.
802. Tou have always employed teamsters to carry your wool? ies. _
803. Would you regard 10s. per ton for wool as a fair price by rail from Warri to Coolamon ? Yes. I
think it would be a pretty stiff price ; but it is less than I pay now.
80-t. If it costs you 4s. to bring it to Warri, then 10s. to go by rail to Coolamon, that would be 14s. as
against 26s., the amount you are paying now ? Tes.
805. Have vou any choice of routes from Warri to tbe South-western line ? No.
806. It would suit you equally well, whether your produce went to G-rong Grong or Coolamon ? Tes;
but the distance is less to Grong Grong than from Coolamon to Warri.
807. But there would be 20 miles of extra haulage would there not, on the South-western line, if your wool 
went to Sydney via Grong Grong ? There would be.
808. What is the difierence from Grong Grong to Warri, and from Coolamon to Warri? I think there
is a difference of about 2 miles between the two routes. ^
809. Tou tbink that the Grong Grong route would be 8 miles shorter; but against that there would be
the extra haulage of 26 miles from Grong Grong to Coolamon? Yes. _
81,0. Will you toll the Committee which route would serve the largest number of settlers? I think the 
liue from Warri to Coolamon would at present. A great many people would come here if there was a line.
I could let my land to any number of people if there were a railway here. _
811. The want of railway communication is retarding the development of this part of the country ? Yes, 
very much.
812. Do you know anything of the countTy towards Temora? Not any further than Armb. _
813. If a line were constructed from Warri to Temora, or from Ariah to Temora, how would that suit you ?
If it came to Warri it would suit me equally well.
814. Or even to Ariah? No; it would be too far away. _
815. Chairman.'] If there was a railway station at Warri, what, in your opinion, would be a fair rent per 
aero for your land ? There are many farmers willing to give a bag per acre.
816. That is 4 bushels per acre? Yes.
817. Therefore, if wheat is 2s. per biishel, that is 8s. per acre? Tes. ...
818. Could you get 3s. per acre for your land right through if there was a railway ? Tes. I think it is 
worth more than that for farming.
819. Could you get it ? I think so. . ,
820. Tou think tenants could be obtained at 3s. an acre ? Tes, for good land, fit for cultivation; but 
people prefer to pay in the form of grain and to give you a bag per acre.
821. Then this year that would have paid over 16s. per acre? Yes.

Edwin Charles Pope, Manager, South Talgogrin Station, sworn, and examined:—
822. Chairman.'] Wbat are you ? Manager of South Talgogrin station, for Messrs, Goldshrough, Mort, E. C. Pope. 
&, Co. The station is situated north of Bolero.
823. What is the extent of the holding? 84,000 acres. 19 Oct., 1897.
824. What are the various kinds of tenure you have? There is about 25,000 acres of freehold and con
ditional purchase and conditional lease land (12,000 acres being freehold in that 25,000 acres), aud the 
rest conditional purchase and conditional lease.
825. Therefore, there remain about.60,000 acres of Crown land on your holding? Tes.
826. When does the lease expire ? In 1900.
827. Is there 60,000 acres suitable for cereals ? Yes; the whole of it, except 2,000 acres. _
828. Presuming that the State constructed a railway to Ariah, and was prepared to lease the land in 
suitable quantity, could farmers be found to pay Is. per acre for it ? I believe so.
829. Could farmers be found who would pay more than that ? I should not like.to say.
830. Would the land be settled on ? I believe so.
831. Where do you send your produce to ? To Narrandera.
832. How much do you pay ? We pay 35s. each way for wool and merchandise.
833. What is the distance ? Fifty-four miles.
834. What is tbe charge for wheat? We never had any wheat.
835. Do yon regard the distance as prohibitive for wheat? Yes, _
836. How far can a farmer afford to draw wheat by road. Twenty miles is the full distance.
837. What would be a fair charge for the carriage by road, 20 miles, of wool and wheat? For wool, about 
14s. per ton ; for wheat, the charge would be less. I believe that the company for which I manage here 
would be prepared at once to put 4,000 acres of land under wheat if wc bad a railway. Wc believe that 
tenants could readily be obtained on the share system. A good deal of the country has been so overrun 
with rabbits. It will not pay to destroy them, and devote the land to pastoral purposes ; but with closer 
settlement they could readily be dealt with. 1 should have mentioned that some 22,000 acres of our 
holding is malice country, which I believe is suitable for cultivation.
838. Do you believe it.is suitable for cultivation? Yes ; I have seen crops growing on it. Wheat was 
grown on some land formerly belonging to a settler for several years, and now there is a good crop of 
grass on it.
839. Do you believe that closer settlement will reclaim tbe mallee land? Tes.
840. Tou cannot reclaim the mallee land for pastoral purposes? No.
841. And you cannot banish rabbits except by closer settlement ? No. There is 60,000 acres of mallee 
country formerly held in connection with the Talgogrin station, now lying waste. It was thrown up 
because it did not pay us to fence it.

Donald.
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Donald Tail Wilson, grazier, North Bolero, sworn, and examined:—
D. T. Wilson 842. Chairman.'] Ton are situated south o£ the station managed by the previous witness? South-east.

843. Mr. Black.] What area have vou ? 15,000 acres o£ Crown land and 640 acres of freehold and 
19 Oct., 1897. conditional purchases. I hold the Crown land under occupation license.

844. Have you any land under cultivation? Only about 12 acres for bay.
845. Is the land suitable for cultivation ? A great deal of it is.
846. Is there any reason why you have not gone m for wheat-growiog ? I know nothing about it. I am 
not a practical farmer. I have been sheep-farming all my life.
847. 1 suppose you would have no objection to let a share of your land on the share system ? I should
be very glad to do so. "
848. Where do you send your wool to? To Narrandera,
849. How far is it by road ? Porty-eight, miles
850. What is the charge ? Thirty-five shillings per ton. I have paid that rate for three or four years.
851. How far are you from the proposed station at Warri ? My homestead is 13 miles from Warri 
homestead.
852. What would the road carriage be for that distance ? Ninepence per ton per mile.
853. That will be about 9s. ? -----
854. If the railway were constructed to Warri would you send your wool by rail? Certainly.
855. What rate could you afford to pay for the carriage by railway ? Anything under 35s. would be a 
saving, of course.
856. If you think that would he an inducement ? Certainly. ,
857. Did you hear the evidence of Mr. Pope? Tes ; and 1 agree with it.

C. J, Bear. Charles John Bear, grazier, North Berembed, sworn, and examined :—
/"'-a-'-n S58. Chairman,] Where do yon live ? At North Berembed.

19 Oct., 1897. 859. Where is it situated ? The home station is about 9^- miles from the G-rong Grong railway station, 
almost north,
860. Mr. Boherts!] Would you like to show in your own way why, in your opinion, it would bo preferable 
to construct a line from Grong Grong lo "Warri, instead of one from Coolamon to Warri ? That is what 
I should like to do. I do not know the road to Coolamon, although I know the township of Coolamon; 
but the surveyors who surveyed the line from Grong Grong to Warri have told me that it was 8 miles 
shorter than the Coolamon route. That alone I consider is a great thing in its favour. Then, as far as I 
know about the district, the same number of people would be served by the Grong Grong route as would 
be served by Coolamon route. The same result, in my opinion, can be obtained with a less initial expen
diture if the line is made from Grong Grong. Besides that, I should like to point out that nearly all the 
land between here and Grong Grong is fit for wheat growing. The property at North Berembed is 
eminently adapted for wheat growing, and we are now throwing large areas open on the share system. 
Within the last three months I have leased about 1,600 acres for a rent of one bag per acre. We have 
now 1,500 acres under offer, and if it is taken up, which there is every prospect of its being immediately, 
we intend to throw open the greater part of the estate, which consists of some 22,000 acres of secured 
land, for wheat growing. I would also point out that on the North Berembed run there are about 7,000 
acres of Crown land, nearly all of which is well adapted for wheat-growing.
861. Is 22,000 acres the full extent of your holding;—there are about 22,000 acres of secured land, and 
about 7,000 acres of Crown land, situated within 10 miles of Grong Grong station ? Tes.
862. Would it be worth while to use the railway for that distance? Some of the farmers have taken 
land even closer. I asked if they would put their produce on the proposed line, and they said most cer
tainly they would.
863. Is any wheat at present being grown on your property? Tes; I suppose altogether something like 
2.000 acres wheat has been grown by selectors for some years, although I have done very little myself.
864. What does it cost them to put it on the railway ? I do not know.
865. How mauy sheep do you run to the acre ? One sheep to the acre.
866. Are you troubled with rabbits ? They have given great trouble there. It is largely for that reason 
that we are leasing the land on tho share system, because closer settlement is the thing to keep tho pest down.
867. Do you know the country between your homestead and Warri ? Tes.
868-9. Chairman.] But what do yon think of the land about here? Most of it is very suitable for wheat 
growing. Land valuators and farmers have told me that our property is equal, if not superior, to the 
famous Berrigan country for wheat growing.
870. Is the country you speak of as good as wbatyou see in this district here? I sliould say it was better, 
because there is a great deal of this Boree land on our property.
871. Tou regard it as a fair thingto say that the country between Coolamon and Ariah and Grong Grong 
and Ariah are the same in character ? Tes, on the average.
872. Tour only reason for preferring a railway from Grong Grong to Warri instead of from Coolamon is 
that it would be 8 miles shorter? Tes; and a line from Grong Grong would serve about the same number 
of people.
873. Tou know the distance between Grong Grong and Coolamon by rail ? Tes ; I have heard that it is 
26 miles.
874. I suppose that your wheat and wool go in the direction of Sydney? Tes.
875. Then would there not he 26 miles extra haulage on the main line as against the 8 miles that would 
be saved between Grong Grong and Warri ? I suppose that would have to be considered.
876. Can you tell the Committee of any other areas under cultivation between your station and Warri ? 
Tes ; there is a property adjoining us, some 3,000 acres of which is let out on the share system.
877. Does that system appear to be working successfully? So far, it seems to be going on successfully. 
There is a boom in it—in fact, it is only beginning. Our experience is, that it is taking on wonderfully well, 
even in the face of bad seasons.
878. Do you represent any number of landowners around Grong Grong, or have you come to give your 
individual opinion ? I simply speak for the firm of Bear Bros., being tbe senior partner.
879. Tou decidedly favour the Grong Grong route? lies.

William
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William Keynes, sworn, and esamined:—
S80. Chairman^ What is your opinion of the mallee country lying north-west from here? I come from W^Keynes.
Victoria, I was at Kenive, Nhill, and Dimboola. I was there seven or eight years. I was cultivating
land, and hearing of the land at South Yalgogrin, 1 came to New South Wales to look at it. I also •> ■
looked over North Bolero and part of Bygoo. I compared the lands of the two colonies together, and I
reckon that the land here was equally good for wheat growing, and just as easy to prepare for cultivation
as the mallee lands in Victoria. The only drawback was that there is no railway here. I found that the
land was some 40 to 70 miles from a railway. Trom my experience of the kictorian mallee, I believe that
the mallee here could he rolled down for about the same cost, and I thiuk the soil is every bit as good.
If there was a raihvay nearer to it the land would be quickly utilised ; it would all be leased out.
881. What area would you require ? Bess than 1,000 acres would be sufficient for me.
882. What rent would you pay ? 1 would pay 4s. an acre rent for the first five years, because you have
to give more than that for other land, and 1 consider that the mallee land is less expensive to cultivate,
and you get bigger returns from it. The Colony being subject to droughts, the mallee land pays better
in dry seasons,
883. What rent would you give for such land as there is about here ? I think 4s. an acre would be
enough for it. ...........................
884. Do you think the State could get Is. Cd. per acre for the mallee land iu this district if there was a
railway ? I do. ■ # .
88.5. You think the Yietorians would come and take it up ? Yes ; they would rush it and be glad to get it.
88G. At Is. Cd". per acre ? Y’es ; you could double it.
887. You heard Mr. Bear’s evidence ? Yes. _ ,
888. Do you agree with him ? Yes; I believe Mr. Bear’s evidence to be correct in every detail.

Stephen K.ehoe. farmer, sworn, and examined :—
889. Chairman.'] Do you want to tell us your experience with regard to the cultivation of the mallee Kelioe. 
land ? Yes. 1 cleared a paddock of 120 acres at Moombooldool, and about 8 acres of it was mallee land.
I cultivated it for three years, and I got from 2 to 3 bushels per acre more off the mallee land than I got e ■’ '
off the other. It was more expensive to clear, of course. _
890. Do you believe that the malice land could ho satisfactorily occupied by farmers ? Yes, if we had a
railway. _ _ ,
891. Mr. Black?] How much more per acre did it cost you to clear the mallee than the ordinary forest
land ? About 10s. an acre. ■
892. And you say you got a better return from it ? Yes ; I stripped it by itself for three years.
893. Then it would pay you to clear the mallee land for wheat growing rather than the other forest land ?
Yes. If a railway were made into this district I would increase my holding, aud I believe that other 
people would do the same.

John Clark, farmer, Cowabbie, sworn, and examined:—
894. Chairman?] Where do you live ? At Cowabbie, about 8 miles from here. _
895. You have heard the evidence with regard to the agricultural and pastoral possibilities of thedistrict ?
Yes. _
896. Do you desire to add anything to them ? What I heard is all correct. _ _
897. Have you anything to tell us about the development of the auriferous country ? Yes. The district 
where I atn'has been proved to be auriferous. There is a line of country, 5 or G miles square, which is gold
bearing ; but the want of water has prevented its development. I believe that if a railway were made it 
might tend to develop the mining industry. The great drawback is want of water.. There seems to be a 
fairly large amount of payable ore, but they have not enough water to treat it; it is a low-grade ore. If 
they had facilities to take it away by train it might possibly pay to work it. It would not pay .to cart it.
898. What work has been done on it ? One mine is working on it; a battery was started recently. They
are down about 80 feet. _ ■ ■
899. What does the ore carry ? About 5 dwt. to the ton. In regard to road carriage, I may say that 
we pay 9s. Gd. per ton for the carriage of wheat to Grong Grong, a distance of 20 miles. I think that 
7s. a ton would be a fair charge for 15 miles. For 6 miles they pay as high as Gd. a bag, and at that rate 
it would he 11s. 3d. per ton for 15 miles. They make a proportionate reduction for a longer distance.

J. Clark.

19 Oct., 1897.

Eobert Alexander Gemmell, farmer, Warri, sworn, and examined:—
900. Chairman.] How far away do you live from here ? About 4 miles. R. A.
901. Have you heard the evidence given here to-day ? Yea ; I can only corroborate what Mr. Clark has Gemmell.
said. _ r"*-"'''"'.
902. Do you want to add anything ? The union rate for the cartage of wheat is 6d. a ton per mile over 10 Oct., 1897. 
6 miles. Under G miles it is a matter of private agreement.

WEDNESDAY, 20 OCTOBER, 1897.
[The Sectional Committee met at the ‘'‘Junction Inn,” Methul, at 3 p.m.]

■(Present:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G. | George Black, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Coolamon to Ariah.

Basil Barnet Bennett, farmer and grazier, Wagga Wagga, sworn, and examined :—
903. Chairman.] You have a statement to make? Yes; I have written down my evidence, which I mil B.B. Bennett, 
read :—I reside at Wagga Wagga, and I am a landowner at Mimosa West. I am prepared to enter into 
a bond to pay 5 per cent, interest to the Crown on the increased value of my land for ten years, if a 20 Oct., 1897. 

. railway
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B. B. Bennett, railway siding or station is put down within 10 miles of my holding of 3,300 acres on Minioso West. A. 
20Oct"~iS97 raiiwa-v down from Coolamon to a point on Merool Creek, about 3 to 4 miles north-east of

■’ 1 Ariah station,on the Merool Creek, by the following route:—Say Coolamon along travelling stock route 1914
8 miles to Devlin’s G-ate; thence 11 to 12 miles along T.S.B. 1951 to “Junction Inn”; thence fay the nearest 
practicable aud most direct route, to the aforesaid point on the Merool Creek, would fae the best, for the- 
following reasons: 1st. It would, with the exception of about 1 mile, pass through splendid agricultural land. 
2nd. That at least 90 per cent, of the land for a distance of 20 miles on each side of the line is good wheat 
land. 3rd. That it would go through and alongside a large quantity of Crown lands that could be made avail
able for settlement by the Crown in a short time, to wit Devlin’s Dullah Paddock, T.S.K.’s 1914 and 1951. 
Mimosa "West pastoral lease, IVallaroobia and Tarrenjerry pastoral leases, and the terminus would be on 
T.S.K. 1034, it having a frontage of some 20 miles to or in close proximity to Merool Creek. 4th. 
That the lands for 20 miles east, 10 to 15 miles north, and same distance west, of the proposed terminus 
are, as regards 90 per cent, of it, absolutely and undoubtedly of a quality superior to other parts of the 
proposed line. 5th. That it would go through and pass by within 10 to 15 miles of some of the largest 
farmers in the district. Gth. That any lands that have lately been thrown open on the proposed line, have- 
been eagerly contested for, and that all available land on and near the proposed line would be taken up 
without delay. 7th. That there is splendid box-timber all along the T.S.lt’s. named, also pine in large 
quantities on the Tarrenjerry pastoral lease; also the terminus would be within a reasonable distance of 
good ironbark timber. 8th. That the proposed terminus on the Merool Creek would be not more than 25 
to 30 miles from Wyalong, and almost in a direct line from Coolamon to Wyalong gold-fields—consequently 
would he the nearest railway station to Wyalong. 9th. That the proposed line and terminus takes, so to- 
say, au equi-distaut course between Temora and Grong Grong, as the terminus would be about 83 miles 
from Tomora and 33 miles from Grong Grong, and 37 from Coolamon, thus avoiding the laying down a 
line approximately parallel with any other line. 10th. That although the country 20 to 30 miles north 
and west of north of the proposed terminus is largely intersected by malice beds, and rough mountainous 
country, it is also intersected by large quantities of Crown lands known to be highly auriferous, and a- 
fair jmreeniuge of good agricultural land. 11th. That the countiy through which the line will pass being 
practically level, that it should be laid down at a minimum cost, and no expensive stations would be 
required, as sidings attended by porters would be ample for tbe present requirements of the people. On 
the line, also, the position of the proposed terminus is such that it would eventually become the centre of 
a large agricultural community. 12th, That an increased value on the agricultural lands, say, 10 miles 
east and west of the line, from Devlin’s Gate via Methul, would, approximately, if capitalised at 4 per 
cent., give a return of £1,920 per annum. This, I believe, would be willingly paid by private holders; and 
as there is a large quantity of Crown lands, on which the Crown could fix their own values, this amount- 
would be far exceeded.
903. Although you are satisfied with Coolamon as a starting point, and also with Ariah as a terminus, you 
believe that the line should come east of the range, not west? * Tes.
904. Tou object to the detour to the west ? Tes : because the larger quantity of agricultural land is in 
the other direction.
905. Mr. Black.'] Through what kind of country would the proposed line come? Leaving the other- 
route, there are 04,000 acres of Crown lands which we believe are to be thrown open in a very short time 
then the railway would come 11 miles along the travelling stock route.
90G. Over how many miles of country will it travel where resumptions would be necessary ? From the- 
junetion into the north-west. I think there need be hardly any resumptions.
907. How many miles is it from here to the proposed terminus at Ariah? IGneteen miles.
908. That line would run through land which must be either given or resumed ? It would go through 
Crown laud to a great extent. I do not think it would go through a great deal of purchased land.
909. Mr. Roberts.] How many extra miles of railway would have to be constructed if this alteration in 
the route should be adopted ? One mile. One route is 37 miles and the other is 38. "We are advocating, 
a route via Methul to Merool Creek.
910. Tour contention is that your route is shorter than the other ? Tes.
911. Tou mentioned also a guarantee with regard to any deficiency in the revenue ;—how many residents- 
in the district do you speak for ? I simply speak for myself. I am prepared to pay 5 per cent, for ten 
years on the increased value of my land if a station is erected within 10 miles of it.

William Fisher, farmer, Mimosa West, sworn, and examined :—
W. Fisher. 912. Chairman.] How far from where we are at present ? Fourteen miles.

913. What do you pay for the carriage of wheat to the railway station? Is. 3d. a bag, which means
30 Oct., 1897. 11s a ton- *

914. Where do you send your wheat to ? Coolamou.
915. What do you pay for the carriage of wool to the railway station? Much more than for wheat.
916. Your produce consists of wool and wheat? Yes.
917. Your district has been described as running from Ariah in a westerly direction, as suitable for- 
wheat; also, in a northerly direction from Ariah towards Temora, as all cultivatable land, with the- 
exception of 4 miles ; and southdown to the Hay line is also fit for wheat, except where there are hills? 
That is correct. I think we are all one as to the advisableness of the construction of the line from 
Coolamon to Ariah, the only difference being that some of us think that the line should not make a 
detour of 6 or 7 miles, unless that is necessitated by engineering difficulties ; and we know that it is not. 
The people who live in this district see no reason why the line should go on the other side of the range,, 
instead of coming this way. A more direct line would serve the same purpose, and would serve more people.
918. The railway should be located as closely as possible to where the wheat is grown ? Tes.
919. Therefore, it is for us to ascertain where that position is ? Tes.
920. ilfr. Black.] You object to the detour;—unless that is made, would it not leave out a large agricul
tural district known as Cowabbie? No; certainly not. It would not leave out any portion of it. It 
might make the people on the west of the Cowabbie Kange travel a little further, and it would be more

. . . accommodating to the people on the east side of the range. My contention is that it. would benefit more
......... ‘ people
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-jiBople by coming to tlie east of tliat range than by going to the west. It is a positive fact. The settle- ^ Fisher, 
ment is proceeding from east to west, and by building the railway as proposed you will be getting away 
from settlement to where there is a lesser number of people requiring a railway. If a vote were taken 20 Oct., 1807. 
■of all the people of the district on the question, I have no hesitation in saying that three to one would 
vote in favour of the line coming this way. * , .
921. Is there any danger of the liue interfering with traffic which now goes to the Temora line? It is 
■only fair to draw a line half-wav between the two. The traffic from one side of that line would go to the 
Temora railway, and the traffic from the other side of the line would come to this railway. It would draw 
■very little traffic away from the Temora railway. .
■f)22. ’Would the people of Ariah be as well served by a Temora connection ? Better, I tbink. _
im. Mr. Hoberti.] What you would recommend to the consideration of the Committee is, that the line 
should he made east of the Cowabbie Bange instead of on the west ? Exactly so. I look upon a line 
from Aria to Temora as out of the question, A direct line from Coolamon to Ariah is the proper one 
'One which will receive the support of the people of the district; but I do not see why it should make that 
detour. ■

William MaeCauley, farmer, Mimosa West, sworn, and examined :—
924. Chairman.*] You have heard the evidence given by Mr. Eisher and Mr. Bennett;—do you agree with "JJ- . 5 _T . J. o j MaeCauley.it r les, entirely.
923. Can you give us anything additional ? Mo ; I can only say that it would he advantageous to a lot 
more people if the line is made along the route suggested by them.

'-92(5. Mr. llobr,ris.-\ What is the area of your holding ? .Nearly 1,G00 acres.
927. How much do you cultivate ? 300 acres.
■928. Where do you send your wheat ? To Coolamon.
929. What do you pay for carriage? 11s. 3d, a ton.

Basil Barnet Bennett, farmer and grazier, Wagga Wagga, sworn, and further examined :—
'930. Mr. Bobartsi\ How much wheat do you grow ? Yery little so far. We are badly situated for want B. B. Bennett, 
■of railway communication.
■931. Do you send your wheat to Coolamon? To Coolamon and Temora. We are slightly nearer to Oct., 1897. 
Temora.
932. How far away? Erom 22 to 25 miles.
'933, How far are you from Coolamon ? From 28 to 30 miles.
934. Is there any difference in the rate of carriage between the two places ? No ; the men have their 
■choice. Sometimes they go to one place aud sometimes to the other.
935. How would a line from Ariah to Temora suit you ? It would make no practical difference to me.
93G. Are you in favour of a line from Temora to Warri? Personally it would not matter to me ; hut I 
have always advocated a line from Temora to Ariah. It is said that the line ■zda Methul would be S miles 
closer to tho Temora line than the Cowabbie line would be, but I should like to show how close the other 
one is to G-rong Grong. The line we propose divided the country better than the other one. The Cow
abbie line would be very close to Grong Grong. I do not know the exact distance, but it is not very far.
A. line from Temora to Ariab would open up the Ariah country, but it would place the people here at a 
very great disadvantage.
937. Do you know tbe country from Warri to Grong Grong? Yes. _
938. Which line would serve tho largest number of settlers—the Grong Grong to Warri line, the Coolamon 
to Warri line, or a Temora to Warri line ? The present population is situated along the Methul Koad.
939. Did you hear the statement put in by Mr. Bennett, senior ? Yes-
940. Do you agree with that statement, except with regard to the Temora route? Yes.
941. Do you favour tho guaranteeing of any sum of money to prevent the Government from suffering
any loss in connection with the railway ? I am prepared to make the same guarantee in connection with 
my property that my father proposes. _
942. Have any meetings been held here with the view of approaching the Government on the subject of 
the guarantee? Not that I am aware of. Some time ago the statement went to Sydney from Broken 
Dam that the settlers would guarantee the line. I think it was not a money guarantee; but they 
guaranteed to grow a certain quantity of wheat.
943. Has there been any offer made to pay an extra rate of carriage until the line was remunerative? I 
do not think that any offer has been made. If tbe Government are willing to carry our wheat for 6d. or 
9d. a bag, it would be a great saving to tbe people.
944. You feel sure that tbe people would willingly pay that rate? I feel confident they would.
945. Chairman.'] What is a fair rate for the carriage of wheat and wool 15 miles by road ? Wheat, from
lOd. to Is. a bag—that would be from 7s. 6d. to 10s. per ton ; wool, 12s. 6d. to 15s. We do not grow 
much wheat at present, because we have not railway communication; but we are offering special 
inducements to cultivate our land for us, and by those inducements we are making it equal to being 
alongside a railway. Tbe land still gives a return slightly better than we could get from sheep, and it 
improves the land. We are offering to put the wheat on the trucks at the railway station, so as to save 
the men who cultivate the land the expense of carriage. It does not pay, from a wheat point of view ; 
but it gives a slightly better return than sheep would give. _
946. What is a fair return to expect from an acre of land used for pastoral purposes in the district, 
towards Mimosa West? A great deal depends on whether the land is improved or unimproved.
947. Would the maximum obtainable from land used for pastoral purposes be 3s. an acre ? Yes.
948. Wbat, in your opinion, is a fair net return from land devoted to agriculture;—would a farmer 
expect to make £1 an acre? I should not.

■949. Would be make 15s. ? No, he would not.
950. What net return would a man make on his own property? About 12s. Gd. an acre.

John
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John Cassidy, farmer, Tara, sworn, and examined;—
951. Chairman.] Where do you Jive ? At Tara, 25 miles from Coolamon, on the east side of the travelling 
stock route.
952. How many miles are you north of Methul ? About 5 miles.
953. What do you pay for carriage to Coolamon ? I carfto Temora, between 23 and 24 miles.' I pay Is. 
a bag, or 9s. a ton.
954. What is the area of your holding ? 400 acres.
955. What is your ordinary yield? I have been here five years, and I have not had a good season yet. I 
do not think that my crops have averaged more than two bags to the acre. I am in favour of the route 
suggested by Mr. Bennett,—from Coolamon along the travelling route ; then turning north to Methul; 
then north-west to Ariah. In my opinion that is the route that will suit tho majority of the people. It 
will suit me personally because it is close to my place.

Thomas M‘Caig, farmer, Methul, sworn, and examined:—
T. U'Caig. 956, Mr. Black.] Where do you reside? At Methul, south of this place. 
r—s 957. What is the size of your holding ? 4,250 acres.

20 Oct., 1897. 958. How many acres have you under crop ? I have had 1,200 acres under crop, hut I have not so much
under crop this year. I should like to get a railway and go in for more extensive cultivation,
959. If you had a railway what would you do then ? I should put in all that I possibly could. I should 
cultivate half tho holding and use the other for grazing.
960. Wrhere do you seud the produce to ? To Coolamon.
961. What do you pay ? I have got it carried lately for 9d. a bag. I used to pay Is.
962. That is rather a low rate ? It is pretty cheap. I would willingly pay the G-overnment 6d. a bag 
from my place to Coolamon for all the wheat I could grow',
963. Would you pay 6s. for the first five years and less afterwards ? Certainty I would.
964. What do you pay for wool ? I cart the wool myself. If I had to hire it it would cost me about 12s.
a ton—perhaps only 10s. I am not quite sure.
965. How far are you from Coolamon ? Seventeen miles.
966. How far from the proposed line ? The one which we are trying to get would go close past my place.

> 967. So the cartage to it would not he an important item ? Ho.
9GS. How long have you been in the district ? Fourteen years.
969. Did yon come from Victoria? Yes. _
970. Is this district equal to Victoria for wrheat growing ? I think this is as good a wdieat growing 
country as the Geulburn Valley in Victoria, and I u'as there eighteen years.
971. You think there is a large area of laud suitable for wheat growing ? I do.
972. You have heard the evidence of Mr. Bennett and other gentlemen? Yes.
973. Do you agree with that ? I agree with everything that Mr. Bennett said in that paper that he read.
974. ChairTnan.] Do you think that 7s. 6d. for wheat and 12s. Od. for wool are fair rates for carriage 15 
miles ? It is a fair thing.

John Mills, farmer. Big Mimosa East, sworn, and examined ;—
975. Mr, Roberts.] What area of wheat land do you cultivate ? 1 have 100 acres in this year.
976. What is the largest area that you have had in ? 140 acres.
977. How many bushels do you get to the acre ? Sometimes as low as 2, and sometimes as high as 18 bushels.
978. Where do you send your wheat? Principally to Temora.
979. Is Temora nearer than Coolamon ? Yes. I am 2L or 22 miles from Temora, and 20 miles from 
Coolamon. '
980. What rate of carriage do you pay at Temora ? One shilling a bag or 9s. a ton.
981. Do you pay the same rate to Coolamon ? No ; about 3d. a bag more.
982. Then I suppose you always send your produce to Temora? Yes.
983. You have heard the different routes proposed for this railway. The route put forward by Mr. Bennett, 
the route from Coolamon to Ariah, and the route from Temora to Ariah. Which line do you think would 
be the best in the interests of the country? To serve the largest body of people, the route from Coolamon 
to Methul, as suggested by Mr. Bennett.
984. Is that according to the present population, or laking into consideration the probability of a large area 
of land being available? I do not reckon that at all. I am only speaking as to the present population.
985. You pay 9s. a ton for carriage by the road. What would you be prepared to pay for the carriage of 
wheat, if the railway were constructed? The same as my neighbours.
986. Would you regard Os. a ton as a fair rate till the line becomes remunerative ? Yes ; I would pay that,
987. You have a good knowledge of the country whore it is proposed to make the railway ? Yes.
988. Do you regard it as well adapted for the growth of wheat ? Yes.
989. Do you go in for grazing ? Yes, a little.
990. What do you pay for the carriage of wool? I have not grown wrool lately.

William Hewett, farmer, Methul, sworn, and examined :—
W. Hewett. 991. Mr. Blacks] How many acres have you ? One thousand six hundred acres of conditional purchase land. 

/■——--n 992. Is any portion of it cultivated ? Yes.
20 Oct., 1897. 903, How much have you under crop ? A little over 400 acres.

994. Is that the largest area that you have had under crop? Yes.
995. Are you disposed to increase it? If we had a railway I should be. .
996. How do you send your produce to market? I send it by teams to Coolamon.
997. How far are you from Coolamon ? About 24 miles.
998. What are you paying for carriage ? One shilling a bag for wheat.
999. How much for wool ? I have always carried my own wool.
1000. Which route for the railway do you favour ? Coolamon via Methul to Ariah.
1001. Did you hear the statement made by Mr. Bennett? Yes.
1002. Do you agree with it ? Yes.

J. Mills.
20 Oct., 1897.

32

J, Cassidy. 

20 Oct., 1897.

Samuel
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Samuel Harrison, farmer, Broken Ham, sworn, and examined:—
1003. 0hair man.] You come from Broken Ham ? I do; I am a representative, as it happens, S. Harrison.
1004. Will you explain your views with regard to the establishment of railway communication with Broken
Ham ? We have had a report made on a line from Temora. We started an agitation for a railway 20 Oct., 1897. 
from Temora to Hillston via Broken Dam.
1005. Are you satisfied for the railway to stop somewhere about Ariah? If it stops about Ariah there is 
a lot of country Kildary, Mandamah, and Buddiga. In the opinion of the people about Broken Dam, 
the right route for a railway to be constructed would be directfromTemoraina westerly direction towards 
Ariah. We believe that that would be a shorter distance to Sydney. We believe that it will intersect 
the country better than any line coming from the south. The map before me shows the extent of 
reserved land, and also the extent of land held under pastoral lease which will eventually become settled.
The number of people residing in the vicinity of Broken Dam I do not know; but the population there is 
considerable ; about ninety within a radius of 18 miles.

THURSDAY, 21 OCTOBER, 1897.
[The Sectional Committee met at Mimosa Station, at 11 a,mi]

•jptcBenf:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. Charles James Bobertb, C.M.G. | George Black, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Coolamon to Ariah.

Thomas Priest, farmer, Mimosa West, sworn, and examined:—
1006. Mr. Bloch.] What are you ? A farmer residing 44- miles west from here.
1007. In what direction would that be from the junction? About 8 miles east from the junction.
1008. How long have you been there ? Fifteen years,
1009. How much laud have you ? 500 acres conditional purchase.
1010. How much have you under cultivation? 200 acres,
1011. Have you had a greater quantity than that under cultivation ? I have; but this season the weather 
did not allow me to put more in. It was very dry in April and May, the ploughing-time.
1012. Are there many other farmers in your locality? Yes, a good few.
1013. Is the bulk of the country about where you are, conditionally purchased land ? Yes; the selectors 
near me are all conditional purchasers.
1014. Is tho land similar to that which we passed through in coming hero from the junction? Yes; it is
all one class of land, more suitable for agriculture than anything else. "
1015. What are the average crops ? From 12 to 15 bushels an acre.
101G. How many years have you been cultivating ? Fifteen years.
1017. What has been the average price that you have received for wheat? I have got all prices, but I 
keep no account.
1018. At what price does it pay you to produce wheat? You cannot make it pay at much less than 4s. 
a bushel situated as we are, having to cart it so far.
1019. Does it cost Is. Gd. a bushel to get it to market? We have to trust to wheat; we cannot grow chaff 
to send to market. It is not as if we could grow a lot of hay.
1020. How far are you from a railway? Eighteen miles from Coolamon.
1021. Do you usually go there with your wheat? Yes.
1022. What cartage do you pay ? Nine shillings a ton; hut I generally do my own drawing.
1023. Do you grow wool ? No.
1024. What do you do with the land that you do not cultivate ? I run stock on it.
1025. Do you run a few sheep ? I have none at present.

are 18 miles from the railway, and you say that you cannot grow wheat to pay at less than 4s, 
a bushel are you sure of that? A man might do it if he were sure of 3s. Gd. from one year to another,
1027. Are you in favour of the railway line marked rod on the plan? Yes.
1028. For any reason other than personal ones ? No.
1029. Aon are in favour of it because it would suit you best ? Yes ; I should be within 8 miles of that 
line.
1030. Have you formed any opinion as to which route would serve the greatest number of producers, and 
bo of the greatest benefit to the country ? I could not say.
1031. Suppose you had a railway at the junction, what would it cost you to cart your wheat there ^ 
About Gd. a bag.
1032. What would you bo able to afford for railway carriage if you paid 4s. Gd. a ton for road carriage ? 
Another 4s. Gd., that would make 9s., what I am jiaying now,
1033. Where would your gain come in then? 1 could get more loading away, and I could deal in chaff 
and other things.
1034. You could vary your crops ? Yes.
1035. You see that black line marked on the map from Temora to Ariah ? Yes.
1036. A line along that route would not be of much advantage to you ? It would be of no advantage 
whatever; it would be the same distance as Coolamon from me.
1037. Chairman] You have heard it given in evidence that a fair freight for wheat on the road by a team 
for about 15 miles would be 7s. Gd. a ton ;—do you agree with that ? Yes.
1038. And for wool 12s. Gd, a ton ? Yes I think that is a fair rate.

T. Priest.
21 Oct., 1897.

!
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John Cbarlcsworth, farmer, sworn, and examined:—
1039. Mr. Roberts^] What are you ? A farmer; I reside about 6 miles east from Methul. 

ar eswo . you are a holder of a conditional purchase ? Tes, 336 acres.
1041. How much have you under cultivation f 208 acres.

21 Oct., 1897.10j!2. AH wheat? Yes.
1043. Do you run any sheep on it? No.
1044. Is that 208 acres tho largest area that you have had under cultivation? No ; I have had 250acres 
under cultivation.
1045. What is the reason for your not cultivating so much this year ? The season was too dry; I could 
not get the wheat in.
1046. Do you regard the present as a good season? Very fair, so far. _
1047. Will you increase your area under crop next year? I cannot increase it a great deal, because my

, holding is not large enough.
1048. You have about 100 acres to spare ? Yes; but I have to run stock on that.
1049. Where do you take your wheat to ? To Coolamon. '
1050. "What is the rate of carriage ? 9s. a ton. _ .
1051. How many miles is it from Methul to Coolamon ? I always understood that it was 22 miles.
1052. How far is it from the nearest road that you travel when taking your produce to the railway ? 
About 17-g- miles.
1053. Do you favour the route east of the Cowabbie Hange ? Yes ; the route past Methul.
1054. And if a railway were run along that route you would have to go 5 miles to get to the station ?. 
About 6 miles.
1055. What would be the cost of carriage over that 6 miles ? About 3d. a bushel from my place.
1056. Have you formed any opinion as to what you would have to pay for carriage by the railway, and 
what saving there wonld he ? There would be a good deal of saving, because I could go two trips to the 
junction in the time that it would take me to make one trip to Coolamon,
1057. What could you afford to pay for railway carriage to Coolamon? I could afford to pay about 9s. 
a ton.
1058. You would regard anything less than 9s. a ton as a great advantage ? Yes.
1059. What is the greatest distance that you could afford to be from a railway ? About 10 miles.
1060. Anything over 10 miles, you think, makes the railway of no value? You could not travel any
distance over 10 miles in a day. . , ,
10G1. Twelve miles would be a fair thing to go and return in one day ? I could hardly do it in a day it 
would be a big day.
1062. If a railway were constructed, would you he likely to increase the area under wheat ? My land is 
adjoining a reserve, and if it is thrown open for selection I should stand a chance of getting more land.
1063. You think that if a railway were made through this district a larger area would be put under
cultivation ? I believe it would ; because then, when the ground gets dirty, we could grow chaff and other 
things. ^
1064. Have you ever taken anything to the railway besides wheat ? No.
1065. Would the cartage of chaff be higher than the cartage of wheat? It would be 11s. or 12s. a ton, 
as against 9s. for wheat.
1066. In your opinion, the carriage of chaff, on account of its hulkiness, would be 25 per cent, more than 
the rate for wheat ? The chaff being more bulky it is more difficult to carry than wheat.
1067. You do not grow wool ? No.
1068. Have you ever calculated what it costs to produce a bushel of wheat? No ; I do it with my own 
labour.
1069. Do you not keep any accounts? No. _
1070. Do you agree with the evidence of Mr. Priest ? Yes.
1071. In your opinion, a railway line as advocated, by wray of the junction and Methul, would serve a
larger number of residents than a line from Coolamon to Warri, or a lino from Temora to Ariah ? I 
cannot say ; I am not acquainted with those lines. ... .
1072. Have yon been to Broken Dam ? Between Temora and Broken Dam it is all ironbark country; it
would not do for cultivation at all. It is good land after you get across the ironbark country.
1073. Do you believe that this Methul route wonld serve a larger number of settlers than either of the
other routes ? Prom what I have heard it wonld. _
1074. Your neighbours all favour the Methul route ? Yes; we have been advocating a line there for a
good few years. * .
1075. How many years has a railway by this Methul route been advocated for ? It must be nine or ten
years since it was started _ .
1076 Did that agitation take place after you heard of the request from the Warri people for railway 
communication ? I think ours was the first.
1077. Mr. Black.] Did you come from Victoria ? No, I came from Marulan.

John Penfold, farmer, sworn, and examined:—
J. Tenfold, 1078. Chairman.'] Where do you live ? Pive or 6 miles from here ; between here and Methul.

1079. What is the total area of your land? In the parish of Trickett I have 1,760 acres, and I have 
21 Oct., 1897.1,200 acres more to the north-west.

1080. What do you pay for carriage to Coolamon ? I go to Temora, and I pay about 9d. a bag for wheat.
1081. Is 7s. a ton a fair rate ? That would be it.
1082. Do you send any wool ? A little bit, and I carry it with my own team.
1083. What would you have to pay to get to Coolamon? I have paid Is. and Is. 6d. a bag for wheat to
Coolamon. ,
1084. We have been informed that 7s. 6d. a ton for wheat is a fair rate for 15 miles, and 12s. 6d, a ton 
for wool; do you agree with that ? Yes; it is a fair thing.
1085. What would the land about here he worth to a farmer provided he got a lease from the owner ? I 
think some of the better land might average about 3s. per acre. A man could not go much astray at that.
1086. Do you think people could be got to take this land at such a rent as that ? I do not know; it is
very hard to say. ' 1087,
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10S7. Ib there a demand for land in the district ? There has been a great demand; there have 
great deal too many applicants for the land to he got.
1088. So it appears that there are people who want land ? Tes.
1089. Does closeness to a railway enable the farmer to engage in other occupations than growing 
Tes.
1090. Therefore, the saving of carriage, although important as regards wheat, is still more important as 
regards chaff? Tes; chaff is more awkward to carry about,
1091. Do you know the route from Coolamon to 'Warri ? I saw it twenty years ago and several times since.
1092. Do you know the population and produce of the country from Coolamon by the route which will 
serve the greatest number of people? On the Methul route there are two to every one that you find on 
the other route.
1093. Have yon any figures to prove it? Ho.
1094. Is there anything else that you would like to say ? I should like to mention that 1 think the 
proposed line rum a little too much towards Grong Grong. By going to Warri, then turning hack to 
Ariah, I think it is going out of the road. There is a great bend in the line. I should like to say also 
that in my opinion settlement is much greater along the Methul route, and you get a bigger, development 
of country by the construction of a shorter line. This agitation for a railway via Methul is no new thing; 
we started the agitation twelve years ago.

Been a ^ 4. tenfold. 

21 Oct., 1897.
wheat ?

t

Thomas William M'Caig, farmer, Methul, sworn, and examined :—
1095. Mr. Black.] Where do you reside ? At Methul—south-west of tho junction.
109G. What is the nature of your holding? 1 have 2,400 acres of good agricultural land.
1097. How much do you cultivate ? I have about 900 acres under crop.
1098. Is that the largest area that you have ever had under crop ? Tes ; half of that is let to tenant 
farmers,
1099. How far would you be from the lino which is now under consideration—the Warri route? Five or 
6 miles, I should think.
1100. What is your objection to that line ? Simply that the other would suit me bettor, and would suit 
a greater number of people.
1101. Tou do not want a railway nearer than 5 miles ? I should he thankful to get it within that 
distance.
1102. Where do you send your produce to now ? To Coolamon ; a distance of about 17 miles.
1103. What do you pay for carriage ? Ten pence a bag, equal to about 7s. Gd. a Ion for wheat.
1104. If you had a railway within 5 miles, I suppose you would do your own carting? Most likely.
1105. What railway rate could you afford to pay? I could afford to pay Gd, per hag—that is, 1-jdper bushel. 
HOG. Do you know the country adjoining both routes? Tes.
1107. And you will see on the map a third line from Temora to Ariah ? I am not well acquainted with that.
1108. Of tho two other lines, that via Methul and the one via Warri, which goes through the best country? 
I think they are about equal, as regards the quality of the land.
1109. Then your reason for favouring the Methul route is, that it is the most thickly settled ? Tes.
1110. It is not that the land is any better on the Methul route? Ho; as far as that is concerned, the two 
routes are about equal.
1111. Then there is nothing to prevent the other route from being as thickly populated as this is? Tes, 
in my opinion there is.
1112. What is the reason ? There is more leasehold land on the route that we advocate, more Crown 
land, I might state that I am of opinion that the increased value which the railway would give to the 
Crown land would nearly pay the cost of the railway.
1113. Tou have heard the evidence already given—do you agree with it ? Tes.
1114. Chairman.] If any Crown lands were thrown open within 12 miles of a railway, would it he readily 
taken up ? It would.
1115. What would bo a fair rent for a farmer to pay? For improved Land I think he could afford to pay 
Is. 3d. an acre, for unimproved land less.
1116. A considerable portion of this land has been improved? Tes.
1117. What would a farmer pay for that? The value of improved laud within 15 miles of a railway is
estimated at 4s. 6d. per acre per annum for cultivation. 1 have let some at 3s. an acre, but I will not renew the 
lease. 1 believe that if tho State is prepared to throw open tho large area of land it would bo reasonable 
to expect an average of 2s. an acre rent. -
1118. In your opinion, can men bo got to take up the land? I have not the slightest doubt of it from the 
number who apply for land whenever it is available. There are thirty applications for five blocks which 
wore thrown open in close proximity to the proposed line a few weeks ago.
1119. Mr. Roberts^} What is the value of freehold laud round about Methul ? 1 consider that it is worth
£2 1 Os. per acre within 15 miles of a railway.
,1120. That land originally cost £1 an acre ? Tes.
1121. How much of the extra 30s. per acre has been spent on improvements ? Probably 12s. or 14s. per 
acre has been sunk in improvements.
1122. And the balance would he the price that you put on it on account of the difficulty of obtaining 
land ? Tes,
1123. Would the value of that Land, in your opinion, be doubled if a railway were brought within 5 miles 
of it ? It wonld be too much to say that it wonld bo doubled.
1124. If it is worth £2 10s. an acre now what would it be worth if a railway came within 5 miles of it ?
£3 10s. an acre. . .

T. W. M'Caig. 
21 Oct, 1897.

James Eobortson, grazier, Mimosa, sworn, and examined :—
1125. Chairman^] Have you been long here ? Twenty-five years.
1126. Tou have an intimate knowledge of the country? Tes.
1127. Ton see on the map a red line going via Methul, and a dotted line via Warri, terminating at Ariah ; 
—“in your opinion, on which is tho better route for a railway to serve the country ? I think the Methul

■ . route

1
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J. Eoberfson. route is the better one. My reasons are that the line marked black on the plan is too close to an already 
esisting line; in addition to that I desire to point out that tho line via Methul has an advantage that is 

21 Oct., 189?. not shown on your map in this way,—that there is in contemplation, and in my opinion a transaction is 
certain to be completed, which will render the land shown on the blue portion of your map, again Crown 
land. The area to which I refer embraces approximately 25,000 acres, of which the portions immediately 
indicated would be affected by the Methul line. Commencintj at the south-eastern corner, portion 26, 
parish Methul; thence northerly to north-eastern corner of portion 17, parish Tara; thence westerly to 
north-western corner of portion lo of that parish ; thence southerly to south-western corner of portion 41, 
Methul. The land surrounding this area is now held by farmers. A further area commencing at portion 
12, Trickett, and going north to portion 51, embracing all the land between those portions and Penfold’s 
holding ; thence south-east, including all the land between that and forest reserve, Ko. 1,439, on to which 
it abuts. This is within tho Methul radius. To eastward is a further area, including portion 1 (one) 
Trickett, on to 26, Ingleba. The other areas are in parishes Mimosa and Eohertspn and Lachlan. 
Making in all about 33,000 acres. 1 state the acreage approximately. The transaction to which 1 refer 
is this: there are pastoralists adjacent to the Jiarrandera-Jerilderie line who desire lo consolidate their 
holdings. The land in that vicinity does not offer the same facilities for agricultural settlement that the 
land here does. The Government, in making an exchange, require an area of land to be surrendered 
equal to that which they give to the pnstoralist. Since the transactions in connection with the consolidation 
could not be carried out on the run from the Aarrandera-.lerilderie line, the Government have expressed 
their willingness to take land in this vicinity, provided that it is suitable for agricultural settlement, and 
to allow the pastoralists to consolidate their grazing areas. Therefore, the G-overnment will receive acre 
per acre of agricultural land in exchange for what are in my opinion inferior lands for agriculture, I 
believe that this transaction is certain to be completed.
1128. Mr. Slack.] "What was the original area of the Mimosa holding? About 200,000 acres. That 
includes the runs Ironbark, Currajung, Pine Tree, and Mimosa East.
1129. "What is it now ? We now own about 43,000 acres of purchased laud, and 46,000 acres of leased 
land, half of which is going to be resumed.
1130. At what date does that fall in ? This half is now due; we have received notice that it will be dealt
with shorty. ' .
1131. How much do you hold under occupation license ? 26,000 acres; it is forest reserve; we have not 
had stock on it for five years.
1132. You are going to sell 33,000 acres ? Yes, of our freehold land.
1133. Chairman.] In your opinion, if the State does throw open large areas of land within 15 or 20 miles
of a railway, can people be found to take it np ? I have not the slightest doubt of that. This place is 
better known in Victoria than in Sydney, and it is from Victoria that the population is coming to take up 
the land. Our shearers come from Victoria, and I can hear more about Mimosa in Melbourne than I can 
anywhere else. I think that the first Thursday the land is thrown open, they will take every acre of 
it, at good prices too, _ _ _
1134. What, in your opinion, is a fair amount for apastoralist to expect to obtain for pastoral occupation ?
Hot more than 2s. 6d. to 3s. an aero when he depends solely on the wool. "
1135. What ouglit a man to make from agriculture? My experience of it is that it pays; we farm 
ourselves, and I have never had less than 12s. 6d. an acre from it, and I have had much more. You ought 
to get 15s. an acre out of it every year. I cultivate a piece of land which is not better than the average, 
and 12s. 6d. an acre is the lowest that I have made out of it. I have made as much as £3 an acre out of 
it; but that, probably, will not happen again. With regard to the country generally north-west from

• here, there is good agricultural land, then you get into ironbark ranges ; after passing away from that it 
is good country as far as Temora. Prom Temora, coming west after you pass over the ironbark ranges, 
it is good land through Mimosa west towards Warri; but there is some poor country, hut good country 
predominates. South from that, pretty well to Coolamon, is, in my opinion, land suitable for the growth 
of cereals. _ _
1136. What would be the rate for the carriage of wheat and wool by road a distance of 15 miles ? We 
are 17 miles from Temora here, and I have paid Is, a hag for wheat. I think 9d. a hag is^ a fair rate. 
Por the carriage of wool I pay £1 to the carriers, hut I reckon that by my own teams itwillhe 15s.a ton.
1137. You have heard it stated that 7s. 6d. a ton and 12s. Gd. for wool are a little under what is a fair
thing ? Yes, I think so. ■ i
1138. Perhaps you could tell us your experience of farming industries over a period of years ? Wheat is
the only thing that we have been growing. The land gets sick of wheat growing; hut when you cease to 
grow wheat it will come hack to a proper state, and you can get good grass off it. I am satisfied that 
after it has been ploughed and cultivated the land will carry more stock than it does in its natural 
condition, _ _
1139. Suppose you stocked it heavily after having cultivated it, would it again become good wheat land ? 
Undoubtedly, Our experience is that wild oats are the greatest trouble. By the time you have grown 
five or six crops the wild oats have spread all over it, and you have to eat it down with sheep.
1140. Sheep running on it for a period of years destroy the wild oats ? Yes; they get eaten out. .
1141. How long have you had land under cultivation? I can show you a paddock which has been
seventeen years under cultivation. We have a paddock which was the first piece of ploughed land in this 
district. We only took seven or eight crops out of it. It is a mistake to think that this land is going to 
waste. I have seen land in the western districts of Victoria become perfectly useless to grow anything 
but weeds. I have never seen land here that we have taken off nine or ten crops but what was in good 
sound heart. To farm properly we must have sheep, and the land will carry more sheep when it is farmed 
before. _
1142. Mr. Black.] How many sheep are you shearing this year ? About 50,000.
1143. That is below your usual quantity ? Yes; we have shorn 65,000.
1144. How many stands are there in the shed ? Thirty-six.
1145. Have you been keeping a record of the rainfall ? Yes; for about seventeen years the average is 
22 inches. We have had as low as 9 inches and as high as 33 inches down.
1146. How many acres have you under crop ? 1,000 acres. _
1147. Have you been cultivating long ? It is only within the last few years that we have gone in for
cultivating to any large extent; we used to farm 50 or 60 acres before. 1148.
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1148. How many bushels per acre do you get? We have had 16 bushels, that would be 4 bags. Last J- Robertson, 
year we had clean wheat for milling purposes. 21 bags, or 10 bushels. That is the lowest yield I have n 
ever known. I reckon that our average yield would be 16 bushels, or 4 bags. We had as much as 25 210ct-1 1S9~- 
bushels to tho acre.
1149. Yon heard the statement that was made with regard to chaff? Yes ; I quite agree with that. I 
would rather carry wheat 20 miles than chaff 10 miles.
1150. Hr. Roberts^] Do you send your wheat to Sydney ? We sell it at Temora on the trucks.
1151. You advocate the line by way of Methul in preference to the other route ? Yes.
1152. Is that because it would serve a larger number of people ? I think it would serve a larger number 
of people, and according to the quantity of land which is going to be available for settlement, it would 
serve a very much greater number of people in the near future. The State, in my opinion, will have no 
difficulty in obtaining 2s. Gd. an acre for any land surrendered in the district.
1153. Do you think that a line from Temora in the direction of Warri would be as good as a line by way 
of Methul? I think not. I think that a line from Coolamon via Methul would divide that country 
better than a line from Temora in the direction you indicate. I think that the Methul line has command 
of a greater area of good laud than a line from Temora would have. If you go down to Mirrool there is 
a great deal of rough country ; the range is wider where you would have to cross than at any other place. 
1154y You do not look favourably on that line? I do not. I should be perfectly disinterested when this 
land is gone. I am speaking of its general use to the district.
1155. As far as you are concerned, Temora would suit you best? It would suit me just as well.
1156. If the Methul route were adopted you would still send your wool and uheat to Temora ? Yes.
1157. Do you personally supervise the cultivation of your wheat, or do you let the land on the halves 
system ? We do all the work entirely on our own account; we have no halves system.
1158. Is there much land cultivated on the halves system in this district? When you get south on to 
the Merulebele property, they have 10,000 acres let on the halves system, that is near to Junec. 
Bockview station is all let on the halves system.
1159. Have you had any applications from persons desirous of working vour property on the halves
system ? Several. ' *

[One plan.]

Sytlne : William A])]'legateUu]lick, Gciermuent Printer,—1S97.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

RAILWAY FROM MOREE TO INVERELL.

HEPOBT.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Pubjjc Works, appointed during 

the first Session ot the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 1888, 
51 Vic. Xo. 37, the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889, 52 Vic. No. 

26, and the Public Works (Committees’ Remuneration) Act of 1889, 53 Vic. 
No. 11, to whom was referred the duty of considering and reporting upon “ the 

expediency of constructing a lino of railway from Moree to I river ell,have, 
after due. inquiry, resolved that it is expedient the proposed railway should 
he constructed ; and, in accordance with the provision of subsection (iv), of
clause 13, of tbe Public Works Act, report their resolution to the Legislative 
.Assembly:—

OrviciAi Description.
1- Tko proposed railway is 96 miles 35 chains in length, and is estimated to 

cost ,£279,500. or £2,898 6s. per mile, exclusive of land and compensation. Details 
oi this estimate will he found m the evidence of the Enginecr-in-Chief. The route, 
as given in the official description, is as follows : .Beginning by a junction with the 
Narrahn to Moree railway at about half a mile south of Moree Station, it proceeds 
eastward on the south side of the Gwydir River at a distance from it varyin" from 

to ™*les- At Ezzy’s Crossing, about 2 miles below the confluence 'of the 
\\ aiialdaCreek, the rive]* is spanned, and the creek is crossed about 4 miles south of 
theWariakla township. There tbe line begins to rise towards tbe table-land by 
Kelly s Gully \alley, and at about 10 miles from Warialda it adjoins the main road 
from Warialda to Inverell, but leaves tbe road again about; 10 miles further on. It 

Jn^0'rsects the parish of Little Plain nearly at its centre, and crossing the 
dividing lange between the Gwydir and Macintyro rivers, approaches the road at 
the south end of the parish ofRyron, terminating at the west hank of the Macintyro 
River close to the town of Inverell. Communication between the town and the 
i till way will be by a- road bridge across the river. The works are generally of a 
light character between Moree and Warialda. and somewhat heavier from "Warialda 
to Inverell. Ballast can be obtained very readily from the rivers, and sleepers from 
ironbark forests at Warialda and east of the Narrabri to Moree railway. Tho ruling- 
gradient against the heavier loading proceeding from Inverell to Moree is 3 in 100 
and that in the opposite direction 1 in 80. The sharpest curve is 10 chains radius!

, When the question of constructing a railway from Moree to Tnverell was 
hrst considered a route was surveyed north of the Gwydir River, because it was 
believed at the time that sooner or later an extension in the direction of Boggabilla 
■would he made, but further investigation showed the route recommended in the 
present proposal to he the best.

. , Woriulda is left out of the direct line of route because by passing about 4
miles to the south of the township a savimr is effected in distance, and to the extent 
of £10,000 in cost.

Railwav
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2. The Railway Commissioners report that the annual cost of the railway 
will be £16,183, and the traffic £13,422, leaving a debit balance of £2,701. The 
cost comprises interest upon capital expenditure, at 3] per cent., £9,083; main
tenance of permanent way, £4,225 ; traffic charges, £1,100; and locomotive 
expenses, £1,775. The traffic estimate is made up of goods, £S,S10; coaching, 
£3,400; and mails, £1,212. These figures represent that while the line will show 
an annual loss of £2,761 it will return more than working expenses ; and, in 
addition, there will he a considerable amount of traffic brought to the main line 
■which will increase the main line's earnings.

Comparing the railway with one from Glen Innes lo Inverell, they point out 
that while the former will make the distance from Newcastle to Inverell 341 miles 
longer than it would he via Glen Innes, it offers the following advantages :—A com
paratively level line from Werris Creek to Inverell, a distance of 255 miles, as against 
an exceedingly heavy road throughout by the Glen Innes route; less cost in con
struction, the estimate for the 96 miles 35 chains comprising the Moree to Inverell 
line being smaller than that for 53 miles 60 chains, which is the length of the route 
from Glen Innes to Inverell; country of a much superior description along the 
greater part of the route traversed by the railway; the existence of a large area of 
Crown land within a reasonable distance of the line; the presence of more settlement 
than is to be found along the Glen Innes route ; and the prospect that the construc
tion of the railway will lead to a fair additional development of the district.

In a letter to the Minister for Public "Works, in March, 1896, the Commis
sioners say that a very important point in the con si delation of this matter is the fact 
that the greater portion of the wool and produce calculated upon as forming the 
probable traffic for the Glen Innes to Inverell line comes from the districts to the 
west and north-west of Inverell, and therefore a railway from Moree to Inverell will 
give the settlers in the dislriet a much improved means of conveyance.

Tue Question one of Diuejcultu.

3. Tire question whether this railway should be constructed is rendered more 
difficult than ordinary railway proposals by tho unavoidable comparison it suggests 
with a line which would connect Inverell with Glen Inncs, and to some extent hy 
the consideration whether some place other than Moree or Glen Innes would not be 
more advantageous to Invcrcll and its district and to the railway system of the 
Colony generally.

Evidence was given in the inquiry in favour of the Glen Inncs connection, 
and of a connection with Guyra; and witnesses were examined who were of opinion 
that the district might he better served if both these places, as well as Moree, were 
discarded, and a connection with Manilla adopted.

But the evidence generally will he found to deal mainly with a comparison 
of the advantages offered by Moree and Glen Innes, which, whatever may be said in 
favour of other places, arc the most important as connecting points.

Situation altered since Last Inquiry.

4. When the proposal to construct a railway to Inverell from Glen Innes 
was before a previous Committee, in 1893, an extension of the North-wester]! line 
from Narrabri to Moree had not been decided, and Glen Innes was practically 
the most convenient place with which, at that time, Inverell could be connected 
by railway. Recognising this, and finding, after due inquiry, that the proposal to 
construct a line from Glen Innes to Inverell was one that justifiably might be 
carried out, the Committee recommended H, and their recommendation was 
adopted by the Legislative Assembly. The Legislative Council, however, rejected 
the Bill which provided for the construction of the line, and, in 1595, Parliament 
sanctioned the extension of the railway from Narrabri to Moree. These pro
ceedings, and an uncertainty now apparent as lo railway connection between 
Inverell and the Great Northern railway eastwards, nutteriallv alter the situation.

“ ’ ‘ 1 J The
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The railway authorities see, in the altered circumstances, greater advantage in 
running a railway from Moree than in constructing one to Glen Inncs. The residents 
of Inverell are divided in opinion as to whether the railway should go to Inverell 
via Glen Inncs or via Moree,

How THE KaTLWAY WILL SEttYE INVERELL.

u. Inverell, with a population in the electorate of 8,124, is the centre of a 
district producing wheat, maize, and potatoes for home consumption and export, and 
it includes within its electoral houndaries pastoral properties depasturing about 
580,000 sheep. At the present time its trade operates east and west—chiefly east— 
the nearest railway communication being in the direction of Glen Innes. With a 
railway at its doors, and carriage rates such as to bring desirable markets within 
reach as cheaply as may be done by way of Glen Innes, tbe bulk of tbe trade of 
Inverell, it is believed, will be carried on over the line -rio Moree. The districts 
about Moree and Narrabri arc regarded as suitable markets, and what they cannot 
take of the surplus products of Inverell may be sent on to Maitland, Newcastle, 
and possibly Sydney. There are also places north and north-west of Invcrcll and 
Moree which it is considered. Inverell may look upon as outlets for its trade, such 
as Collarendabri, Mungindi, Yctman, and Walgett. The best markets for Inverell 
produce for some time past are said to have been in the west.

Additional settlement and population in the districts served by the railway, 
which it is believed the construction, of the line will bring about, will add to the 
purchasing power of the markets Inverell will find available, while at the same time 
it will, in several places, materially add to production, as a much larger area than at 
present will he put under crop.

Expected Traffic.

0. The Railway Commissioners expect a traffic on tbe line of £13,422, of 
which amount £4,723 is looked for from traffic to come in at Warialda, which it is 
said wonld not have been obtained by a railway from Inverell to Glen Innes, and 
£1,212 from the carriage of mails. Nothing that may come to the line from east of 
Inverell, or from Bingara, which would ho 20 miles from the railway, is included in 
this estimate. The goods traffic anticipated at Inverell is set down at 3,000 tons, 
inwards and outwards, a guantily said to he considerably less than tbe present traffic 
by railway and teams, and likely to be exceeded. The rate is 1.0s. a ton. Wheat, 
bay, straw, chaff, &c., is estimated at 5,000 tons at Ss.; wool, 1,000 tons at 17s. 6d.; 
live-stock, 250 trucks at 25s.; and passengers, 5.600 at 10s.

The Warialda estimate comprises goods, 1,000 tons at 10s.; wool, 2,000 tons 
at 3d. per ton per mile, equal to 13s. 4d.; live-stock, 2,290 trucks at 20s.; and 
passengers, 2,400 at 5s. The passenger traffic, in regard to both Inverell and 
Warialda, is based on the existing population—one journey a year to each person 
resident in the district.

This total traffic estimate, the Railway Goods Superintendent informed tho 
Committee, is a low one, and, in his opinion, the results from the construction, of the 
line will show a considerable increase. *

Traffic from east of Inverell, some of the evidence indicates, will come to the 
railway. Twelve miles is locally regarded as the reasonable distance which a farmer 
will travel with his produce to a railway in preference to finding a market in another 
direction by road ; but tbe opinion has been expressed that the line will he used hy 
people within half the distance between Inverell and Glen Innes, and the railway 
authorities anticipate securing a large portion of the road traffic now carried on 
between Inverell and Glen Innes.

Production- in the Districts served ry the Railway.

7. According to statistics .produced in evidence, the annual production of 
the Inverell electorate is, in round figures—wheat, 153,000 bushels; maize, 
107,000 bushels; potatoes, 851 tons; oats, 5,000 tons; in addition to which there

are
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are live stock a.ml. wool. OI maize, it is estimated 50,000 bushels would be sent 
westward. Wool is not a large item, as ot the 586,000 sheep in the district ot 
Inverell, there are only 210,000 around Inverell, representing 3,600 bales.

. ^ Warialda, or in its vicinity, there is little land under cultivation, the 
district being chiefly pastoral, and containing 1,481,873 sheep and 56,710 cattle.

Piiobable Increase of Cultivation and Settlement.

8. A considerable increase in the area under cultivation in the districts 
benefited by the railway will probably follow the construction of the line. According 
to a return put in evidence before the Sectional Committee the acreage in holdings, 
freehold and conditional purchase, affected by tbe railway, amounts to 161,496 
acres, the acreage under crop to 9,757 acres, and the probable increase in the 
latter 9,240 acres. The Crown Lands Agent at Warialda informed the Sectional 
Committee that it is proposed to throw open during the present year, between Inverell 
and Moree, 348,000 acres in settlement and improvement leases, the land intended 
for agricultural settlement leases being of very good quality, and the remainder not 
necessarily poor land hut infested with prickly-pear. The revenue from land in the 
district, he stated, is increasing every month, and numerous inquiries concerning land 
are received, mainly from Victoria. These inquiries arc said to he largely due to 
the possibility of the railway being constructed. People who have embarked in 
agricultural pursuits have taken up additional conditional purchases and leases for 
the purpose of increasing their holdings, and, as may be seen from tbe evidence of 
witnesses examined, tbe farmers generally arc impressed with tbe belief that the 
railway will lead to a considerable increase in their production and trade.

, . Around Inverell, and from Inverell westwards to within a few miles of 
V anal da, the land is exceptionally good, consisting chiefly of black and chocolate 
■volcanic soil, and south of the railway route there is a lot of very good country 
between Warialda and Moree. ‘

, Most of the existing settlement in the vicinity of the line is north and south 
of the route between Inverell and Warialda; but,"with the facilities which the 
railway will afford, an increase in the number of settlers will probably take place 
north and south within the limits of distance affected by the railway, in which area 
there is a large quantity of unalienated Crown land. ' ‘

According to a statement prepared for the Committee by the Chief .electoral 
Officer, the existing population that would he served by the railway is 16,890. This 
number is to be found within an area of 35 miles each side of the line, and in 
portions of the three electorates of Moree, Inverell, and Bingera,

Retort of tue Sectional Committee.

9. The Sectional Committee, who visited the district and examined witnesses 
at Moree, Warialda, Inverell, and Glen Innes, arrived at the conclusion, by a 
majority, that the proposed railway should not bo constructed, but “that the con
nection of Inverell with the railway system should he made with the main line at 
or about Glen Innes.”

Objections to the proposed Railway.

10. In the evidence of some of the witnesses examined will lie found some 
strongly expressed objections to the proposed railway, and an equally strong 
expression oi opinion that if Inverell be connected with the railway system of the 
Colony the point of conneciion should he at Glen Innes. Shortly stated, tbe 
objections put forward are :—

(1) A doubt whether an adequate market will be found in the west for Inverell
produce. •

(2) Hie necessity to travel or send produce 34-| miles further between Inverell 
and Newcastle or Sydney, via Moree, than by way of Glen Innes.

i
V

(3)
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(3) The probability, if not the certainty, that if the proposed railway be 
constructed a large .dray traffic will still be carried on between Inverell 
and Glen Innes.

(4) That the railway from Narrabri to Moree will do the work expected of the 
proposed line as far as Warialda.

The Objections Explained.
,, to markets, most of tbe people of Inverell are satisfied that
they will find those they require by the proposed railway. What produce cannot be 
disposed of m the west can be sent on to Newcastle, and perhaps to Sydney, provided 
tbe rates of carriage offer sufficient inducement; and it is understood they will. It 
matters not, the Committee were informed, what route is adopted to get to tbe 
desired markets as long as the cost of getting there is sufficiently low to enable 
the people to send their produce profitably. The additional distance by way of 
Moree is ot little importance, particularly as direct connection by railway with Glen 
Innes is now regarded as a matter in the far future. The Kaiiway Commissioners 
do not favour such a connection, and have no intention of proposing it. Moreover, 
they mtend to adopt a system of special rates, in order to obtain for the proposed 
railway the traffic which now passes between Glen Innes and Inverell by road con
sidering as business men that they are justified in competing for trade in order to 
make the railway pay; and the Kailway Goods Superintendent is of opinion that 
•they will secure the whole of this road traffic. This, however, appears to the Com
mittee to oe doubtful. By the published rates in connection with the railway from 
Nam or i to Moree, the charge for goods from Sydney to Moree is £6 Gs. 8d. per ton, 
which, with the 10s. rate between Moree and Inverell, would make the cost from 
Sydney to Inverell, via Moree, £6 16s. 8d. per ton per truck load; yet certain 
goods can be landed, but less expeditiously, in Inverell, via Glen Innes, at tbe 
present time, at £4 per ton, by steamer and team. A re-arrangement of rates 
to meet the case of Inverell wonld, of course, effect the Commissioners’ object 
and such a re-arrangement would appear from tbe evidence of the Secretary for 
Kailways to be likely, as he explained to the Committee that if goods were landed 
at Inverell hy the railway at the same price at which they are now landed by railway 
at Glen Innes, teamsters would he unable to compete by taking loading from Glen 
Innes to Inverell. °

i- estimated return from the carriage of mails is noticeable, from the fact 
that the Kaiiway Commissioners propose to charge £1,212, and between Inverell 
and Glen Innes the charge would be £645 ; whereas the mails are now carried by 
coach between Glen Innes and Inverell for £379 per annum, and can he delivered 
m Inverell by way of Glen Innes earlier than they probably will be via Moree 

t;™- the estimate is based upon the rate per mile at which the Commissioners 
debit the festal Department for the carriage of mails by railway.

Cost or a Kailway trow Glen Innes to Inverell.
• nLPe lo^est estimate of i}ie cost of a railway from Glen Innes to Inverell 
is £313,800, or £6£)00 per mile, tbe length of the lino being about 53 miles, 
llie estimate of traffic is £11,040, calculated upon rates the same as those proposed 
to be charged on tbe Moree to Inverell line, and £6,266 if based on rates 

^ P mjlea"e\ Interest on the capital cost would amount to 
£10,1 JO, and though the Kailway Commissioners find they can work branch lines
PcP1 q-,1ore,1cJ1 eaP1y}11 an in the past—working expenses to £6,613, or a total 
or £16,812. Compared with tbe smaller estimate of traffic these figures show a 
deficiency of £10,546. The estimated cost of maintenance of this line exceeds 
what, m the opinion of tbe Engineer-in-Chief for Kailway Construction, would be 
necessary. Ihe ruling grade on tbe line would be 1 in 60.

Decision or the Committee.
13. Though as already remarked, tbe question which the Committee bad to 

consider is one of difficulty, they are of opinion that the proposed railwav should be 
constructed. Inverell and its district are of sufficient importance to justify the 

27—c extension
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extension, of tho railway system to the town, and while there is "much to he said in 
favour of a’ railway connection hy the shortest route, it is clear from the evidence 
that, should the railway from Moree not he constructed, railway extension to Inverell 
may he postponed indefinitely.

Resolution Passeb.

14. The resolution arrived at hy the Committee was passed on Thursday, 8th 
April, and is shown in the following extract from the Minutes of Proceedings:—

“Mr. lioberts moved,—
‘That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is expedient the proposed railway from Moree- 
to Inverell, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be carried out.’

“ Mr. O’Connor seconded the motion.
“ Mr. "Wright moved,-—

‘ That the motion be amended by the insertion of the word “ not ” before the word. 
“ expedient.” ’

“ Mr. Lee seconded the amendment.
“ On the question, ‘ That the word “ not ” he inserted before the word “ expedient,” ’ the Com

mittee divided as follows:—
Ayes, G.

Mr. Ewing,
Mr. Trickett,
Mr. Clarke,
Mr. Lee,
Mr. Black,
Mr. Wright.

“ The amendment was therefore negatived.

Noes, 7.
Mr. Hnmphery, 
Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr. Boberts, 
Mr. O’Connor, ■ 
Mr. Began,
Mr. Hassall,
Mr. EarnelL

“ The motion was passed on the following division :— 
Ayes, 7.

Mr. Hnmphery,
Mr. Hoskins,

* Mr. Boberts,
Mr. O’Connor,
Mr. Began,
Mr. Hassall,
Mr. Parnell.

Noes, 6.
Mr. Ewing, 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. Clarke, 
Mr. Lee.
Mr. Black, 
Mr. Wright.”

THOS. EWING,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
Sydney," 21 April, 1897.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
WORKS.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE.

KAILWAY FROM MOREE TO INVERELL.

TUESDAY, 1 SEFTEMBEB, 1896. 
present:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chaieiias).
The Hon. Feedjceick Thomas Humfheey. 
Tho Hon. Chaeles James Eoiserts, C.M.G. 
rJ'ho Hon. William Joseph Teickett.
Tho Hon. Daniel O’Conn on.
IIenky Clakke, Esq.

Ciiaei.es Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Jjionel Feoan, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
Geoege Black, Esq.
P’hancis AuauaTus Weioht, Esq.

The Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Railway from Morco to Invcroll.
Henry Deane, Esq., Enginoer-iu-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,

sworn, and examined :—
1. Chairman.'] Have you a statement to make with regard to the proposal before tho Committee ? I H. Deane, 
have a short statement wliich I will road. It is as follows:—The question of connecting Inverell with Esq. 
tho railway system of the Colony has been before the Department for several years. Originally, the /■“•'-A-—* 
routes proposed were for a connection with the Great Northern Line at one or other of the following * Sept., 1896. 
points, viz.:—(1) Glen Innes; (2) Guyra; (3) Uralla; (4) Kentucky. Before the Great Northern 
Railway was constructed a line was also proposed via Tamwortb, Manilla, and Barraba. After very 
careful consideration it was decided that the Glen Inncs line offered the most advantages, and the pro
posal was submitted to the Public Works _ Committee in 1SD1, but the Committee, after inquiry, then 
reported adversely. The proposal was again submitted to the Committee in the following year, and after 
investigation it was then recommondod that tho work should be carried out. A Bill to sanction the 
construction of the lino was laid before Parliament in January, 1SD4, and after passing tbe Lower House 
was eventually negatived by the Legislative Council in June, 1894. Since that time the railway has been 
extended from Narrabri to Moree, and a new point of conneetiou with Inverell has thereby been 
presented, the outcome of which is the proposal now submitted. In September, ISDI, the Minister gave 
instructions for an exploration of the country between Moree and Inverell to be made. This was done 
by Mr. Surveyor Stuart, aud his report was forwarded to the Minister by Mr. Firth, then Acting 
Engineer-in-Chief, on 3rd October, 1894. Upon this the Minister gave instructions for a trial survey to 
ho made, and four surveyors were accordingly despatched for the purpose. Various deviations have been 
proposed and investigated in the course of the survey, but it is stated that the route now proposed is tho 
one which appears to best meet the general requirements of the district.

Official Description.

The following is the official description of the lineLength, 9G miles 35 chains. list!mated cost,
£279,500, or £2,898 6s. per mite, exclusive of land and compensation. This proposed light line begins by 
a function with the Narrabri to Moree railway now under construction at about half a mile south of 
Moree Station, at 314 miles 31 chains 58 links from Newcastle, aud proceeds eastward on the south side 
of the Gwydir River at a distance from it varying from a I- to 4 miles. It spans this river at Ezzy’s 
Crossing about 2 miles below the confluence of the Warialda Creek, and the latter is crossed about 4 
miles south of the^ Warialda township. Here the line begins to rise towards the tableland by Kelly’s 
Gully valley and adjoins the main road from Warialda to Inverell at about 10 miles from the former place 
and leaves the road about 10 miles further on. It then intersects nearly at its centre the parish of Little 
Plain, and crossing the dividing range between the Gwydir and Macintyre Rivers, approaches the road 
again at the south end of the parish of Byron and ends at tho west bank of the latter river close to the 
town of Inverell. The works arc generally of a light character between Moree and Warialda and some
what heavier from Warialda to Invcrcll. The ruling gradient against the heavier loading proceeding 
from InverelHo Moree is 1 in 100, that in the opposite direction being 1 in 80. The sharpest curve is 
10 chains radius. *

366—A JRaihcay
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Esq.

1 Sept., 1896.

Railway CommUdoners' Report.

Tho Railway Commissioners’ report is as follows:—
■ Office of the Railway Commissionera of New South Wales, Sydney, 18 August, 1S9G,

Proposed Line of Railway from Moree lo Inverell—96 miles 35 chains.

In accordance with the precisions of the Public Works Act of 1888, section 13, wo bog to report as under :—

Cost of Construction— _ .
The Engineer-in-Chief for Construction estimates the cost of construction of a light rail

way line (exclusive of land and compensation) at .......................................................... £279,500

Annual Cost—
Annual expenditure at 3£ per cent......................................................................... £9,083
Cost of maintaining permanent-way, and traffic, and locomotive expenses ..... 7,100

Total annual cost .............................................................. £16,183

Traffic Estimate—
Goods ..........
Coaching ......
Mails..............

£8,810
3,400
1,188

Total estimated traffic ...................................................... £13,398
The distance from Newcastle to Inverell, ma Moree would he 412 miles, about 34^ miles longer than tho route by 

way of Glen Inncs, but the following great advantages lie with the Moree route, namely—
(1.) Tho comparatively level lino from Werris Creek to Inverell, a distance of 255 miles, as against an exceedingly 

heavy road throughout by the Glen Inncs route, the main Noitbern line passing over two mountain ranges, the 
highest point crossed on the Moonbi Range Ireing 3.015 feet, and the New England Range, 4,514 feet, the total 
height the traffic has to be lifted in going from Werris Creek to Glen Inncs being 6,609 feet. . _

(2.) The cost of constructing the 96 miles 35 chains is less than the estimated cost of construction of the 53 miles 
60 chains from Glen Inncs to Inverell.

(3.) Tile country lying between Moree and 1 overall is of a very much superior character, for the greater part of the 
distance, to that lying between Inverell and Glen Innes. . .

(4.) A much larger area of Crown lands also lies within reasonable distance of the line under consideration, whereas, 
on the other route, the major part of the land has boon alienated from the Crown.

(5.) The settlement is, also, more considerable along thi Moree route than along the Glen Inncs route.
There is no doubt that tho construction of this line would lead to a fair additional development of the district.
The ruling grade on tho new line will he, in the direction in which ihe lightest load will go, 1 in 80 ; against tho 

heaviest load, 1 in 100.
fE. M. G. EDDY,

The Common Seal of the Railway Commissioners l Chief Commissioner,
of New South Wales was hereunto affixed, J CHARLES OLIVER, 
this 18th day of August, 1896, in the pro- j Commissioner,
sence of— I W. M. EE HON,

H. McLachlan. V Commissioner.

The line appears io be viewed with favour by the residents of tbe district. On the lltb October, 1895, 
an influential deputation, consisting of a number of Members of Parliament and others waited upon the 
Minister to urge that the proposal might be submitted to the Public Works Committee, and a Petition 
was then presented by Mr. Hassall, signed by about 1,100 inhabitants of the district interested, in 
support of this proposal. I hand in a Book of Reference, a compilation of Parish Maps, and a section 
of the line in four parts.

Estimated Cost of proposed Line.

The following is a detailed Estimate of Cost of the line, made out in five portions, to which is attached 
a summary of the whole :—

17 August, 1896.
Mores to Inverell,

Part Eo. 1.

Deviation south-side of Gwyder River.
Estimated cost of a single line of railway 23 miles 38'90 chains in length with 60-lb. rails.

Description*

Earthworks ...........................................................................................................................
Timber bridges and email timber openings..........................................................................
Level crossings, cattlu-stops and fencing.............................................................................
Permanent-way material........................................................................................................

Ballasting (*) at 3s* 6d.................................................................................. ]® 2
Sleepers at 2s* 9d.......... ....................*............................................ ............. 7,957 - 0
Station works ......................................................................................
Station buildings—waiting sheds, £250; station-master’s bouse, £200 ; loading hanks,

£300 ; 20-ton weighbridge, £275 ; trucking-yards, £200 .......................................
Water supply..........................................................................................................................
Telegraph ..............................................................................................................................
Miscellaneous,........................................................................................................................

Engineering and contingencies, 12i per cent, (nearly).

Total cost .......................................

Estimated cost.

£ s. 
5,636 12 
3,053 3 
1,707 10 

14,824 7 
4,350 16

d.
9
60
6
0

13,640 15 6 

1.000 0 0
1.225 0 
1,500 0 

352 5 
352 o

47,642 16 9 
5,957 3 3

53,600 0 0

Average ]>cr mile*

£
240
130
73

631
185

581

43

52
64
15
15

254

Average cost per mile, £2,282 4s. 3d. H.D.
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Moukk to Lnverell. 17 August, 1S96.
Part No, 2.

Deviation south of Gwydii- River and 2 miles 74 chains of original trial line.
Estimated cost of a single lino of railway, 23 miles in length, with 60-lb. rails.

H. Deane, 
Esq.

1 Sept., 1896.

Description. Estimated cost.

Earthworks ...........................................................................
Timhor bridges and small thnlxjr openings and culverts.....
Bridge over Gwydir River.....................................................
Level crossings, cattle stops, and fencing ...........................
Pcnnanent-way materials ....................................................
Freight, &c...............................................................................
Plate-laying, at Is....................................................................
Ballasting, at 3s. Gd............................................. ..................
Sleepers, at 2b. 9d....................................................................
Station works ........................................................................
Station buildings, shelter shed, £125 ; loading banks, £300
Telegraph ...............................................................................
Miscellaneous...........................................................................

Engineering and contingencies, 12J per cent, (nearly)

Total cost ................

£2,027 16 0 
2,548 17 6 
7,806 19 6

£ s. d.
7,640 8 4
9,27? 6 0
7,953 15 0
2,127 0 0

14,533 13 6
4,501 12 3

12,383 13 0

962 0 0
425 0 0
345 12 11
345 12 11

60,497 13 11
7,062 0 1

68,060 0 0

Average cost per mile, £2,959 2s. 7d.

Average 
per mile

£
332
403
346
92

631
196

538

42
18
15
15

329

H.D.

Moree to Inverell. 17 August, 1896,
Part No. 3.

Kelly’s Gully Line.
Estimated cost of a Single lino of railway, 17 miles 52 chains in length, with 60-lb. rails.

I

Description. Estimated cost. Averaeo per mile.

Earthworks ...........................................................................................................
Culverts, timhor bridges, and small timber openings .........................................
Special bridge over Warialda Creek.....................................................................
Level crossings, cattle stops, and fencing ...........................................................
Permanent-way materials .............................. .........................................  . .......
Freight, &c...............................................................................................................
Plate-laying, at Is........................................................................................£1,554
Ballasting (^), nt 3a. 6d.............................................................................. 1,358
Sleepers, at 2s, 9d......................................................................................... 5,983
Station works...........................................................................................................
Station buildings—Passenger building, £250 ; shelter shed, £125 ; station-master’s 

house, £350; goods shed, £450; platform, £200; loading banks, £300; cattle
and sheep yards, £350 ; 20-ton weigh-bndge, £2/5 ; 5-ton crane, £200 __

"Water supply...........................................................................................................
Telegraph ................................................................................................................
Miscellaneous............................................................................................................

2 0) 
7 0[ 
3 6

Engineering and contingencies, 12£ per cent, (nearly)............................................ ........

Total cost .................................................................... £

£ s. d. £
6,275 0 0 366
4,789 2 0 271
2,250 4 6 128
1,063 5 0 GO

11,142 0 0 631
3.652 4 4 207

8,895 12 6 504

1.400 0 0 79

2,700 0 0 153
1,500 0 0 85

264 18 0 15
264 IS 0 15

44,197 4 4
5,524 15 8 313

, 49,722 0 0

Average cost per mile, £2,817 2s. 2d. H.D.

Moree to Inverell. 

Part No. 4.

17 August, 1896.

From end of Kelly’s Gully Line to the summit.
Estimated cost of a single line of railway, 17 miles in length, with 90-lb. rails']

Description.

Earthworks............................................................................................................................
Culverts, timber bridges, and small timber openings ....................... ..............................
Level crossings, cattle stops, and fencing .........................................................................
Pormancnt-wny materials.....................................................................................................
Freight, &c.............................................................................................................................
Plate-laying, at Is................................................................................... £1,496 0 0
Ballasting (J), at 3s. Gd.......................................................................... 1,309 0 0 i
Sleepers, at 2s. 9d................................................................................... 5,759 12 0 )
Station works ....................................................................................................................
Station buildings—Shelter sheds, £250; station-master's house, £200; platform, 

£200 ; loading banks, £300; grain shed, £250 ; cattle and sheep yards, £750;
20-ton weigh-bridge, £275 ............................................................................................

'Water supply.........................................................................................................................
Telegraph ............................................................................................................................
Miscellaneous.........................................................................................................................

Engineering and contingencies, 12J per cent, (nearly)..................... ................................

Total cost .....................................................................£

Estimated cost. A™™^ Por

£ B. d. £
5,196 18 4 306
2,613 10 6 154

937 0 0 55
10,727 1 6 631
3,624 1 6 213

8,564 12 0 504

1,400 0 0 82

2,225 0 0 131
1,500 0 0 88

255 0 0 15
255 0 0 15

37,298 3 10
4,661 16 2 274

41,960 0 0

Average cost per mile, £2,468 4s, 9dt H.D.
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Moree to Inverell. 17 August, 1896.

Part No, 6.
From summit to west side of Macintyre Kiver.

Estimated cost of a single line of railway, 15 miles 24 chains in length, with 60-lb. rails.

Description, Estimated cost. Averftfte 
per mile.

Earthworks ................................................................................. . .
£ s. d. 

10,105 18 4 
9,313 15 0

£
661

Culverts, timber bridges, and small timber openings ......................................................
Road-bridge, and approaches over Macintyre River ...................................................
Level crossings, cattle stops, and fencing ............................. . .

609
4,380 0 0 286
2,411 5 0 158

Permanent-way materials ......................... . 9,658 6 4 631
Fieicht. Ac.......................................................... 3,392 IS 0

7,711 IS 0

222
Piste-laying, at Is......................................................................................£1,347 1 0)
Ballasting (J), at 3s. 6d............................................................................. 1,178 12 0 1 504
Sleepers, at 2s. 9d...................................................................................... 5,186 4 6 J
Station works.................................... . 1,300 0 0

1,150 0 0

85
Station buildings—Shelter shed, £125 ; loading banks, £300; grain shed, £250; sheep 

yards, £200 ; 20-ton weigh-bridge, £275................................................................. 75
Inverell station buildings, sidings, and approaches......................................................... 7,425 0 0 485
Water supply......................................... 1,500 0 0

229 12 3
98

Telegraph ................................................... 15
Miscellaneous ............................ 229 12 3 15

Engineering and contingencies. 12A per cent. Inearlyl......................................................
58,808 5 2 
7,349 14 10 480

Total cost...................... ................................................. £ 66,158 0 0

Average cost per mile, £4,324, H. .0,

Moree to Inverell.
Amended Summary of Estimates, l"th August, 189G.

Part. Length. Estimated Cost. Average per mile.

Kb, 1 ...
m. c, m. c.

Deviation south of Gwydn’Riveiv, 314 31 ’5S-337 70*48
m. c.
23 38*00

£ e. d. 
53,600 0 0

£ s. d. 
2,232 4 3

„ 2 ... Deviation south of Gwydir Rivci, 
and including 2 in, 74 e. of original
trial survey ................................ 337 70-48-360 7048

Kelly’s Gully line ......................... 360 70'48-378 4248
End of Kelly’s Gully line tosummit 378 42 48-395 42 48

23 00-00 68,060 0 0 2,969 2 7
„ 3 ... 17 52-00 49,722 0 0 2,817 2 2
„ 4 ... 17 00-00 41,960 0 0 2,408 4 9
,, 5 ■- Summit to western side of

Macintyre‘Rivet- ........................ 395 42'4S-410 6fi‘4S 15 24-00 66,158 0 0 4,324 1 0

96 34-90 279,500 0 0 2,898 6 0

Length adopted by Engineer-in-Chief—96 miles 35 chains,
H.D.

2. Can you tell us what the Departmental reasons were for preferring this new route from Moree to the 
old route from Glen Innes to Inverell H I think that the new route has been proposed chiefly upon the 
representations of the Kail way Commissioners. „
3. They thought that it might he wiser to have a comparatively level, though longer, route than a shorter 
route with more engineering difficulties ? Tes. The advantages of the proposed route are explained in 
the Commissioners’ report, wherein they point out that in proceeding from Werris Creek to Tnverell, via 
Moree, the grades will be easier and the total height to be surmounted will be less than in proceeding 
by way of Glen Innes.
4. Mr, Trickett.'] This proposal is comparatively a new one? There was an old survey, but I have 
disregarded it, because it seems to have fallen altogether into abeyance.
5. Of late years the agitation has been for a railway to Inverell from Glen Innes, Guyra, Uralla, or 
Kentucky ? Tes. The country through which the proposed line will pass is by no means flat, and, while 
we propose to construct a light line, the line will be by no means so light as the Narrabri to Moree line, 
the Condobolin line, or other lines that have recently been under the consideration of the Committee.
6. What would be the coat of a bridge over the Macintyre at Inverell ? I have put it down at 
£7,953 15s.
7. Mr. Wright^] Will it be of wood or of iron? Of wood.
8. Mr. Trickett.] What would be the cost of the bridge crossing the Warialda Creek ? £2,250.
9. What is tho sharp curve shown in the fourth section of the line? That curve is necessary in order 
to get tho grade. We have to follow round the ground.
10. The proposed line terminates at Inverell, on the western side of the river? Tes ; but I have allowed 
for the construction of a road bridge to suit the convenience of traffic from Inverell to the railway. A bridge 
has recently been constructed on the south side of the town ; but it will be of no use in affording access 
to the railway station. The station will be at the continuation of Byron-street.
11. Is that one of the main streets of Inverell ? Tes.
12. The object of stopping short of the river is to avoid the expense of constructing a bridge over the 
river ? The object of stopping at the river is to obtain a good station site. The best site is on the 
western side of the river. If you cross the river there is no suitable site immediately upon the other side, 
the ground there being low and partly subject to flood. The only place where you could get a suitable 
site would be between Gricve-strect and Bennett-strect, on the eastern side of the town,
13. I suppose that an extension of the railway to that point would mean great expense in resuming land ?
It would involve a mile and a half of extra construction at an additional cost of between £2,000 and 
£3,000, and there would also be the cost of resuming private property. 14.
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14. Is tho place lyhere you propose to put the station sufficiently convenient to Inverell ? Yes, the H. Deane, 
site is a very good one. It is as near the town as we can get, and when a road is made it will be found
very suitable. . . 1 Sept/l89615. Is it as suitable as the other site you have mentioned would be ? It is as near to the principal part p ■’ '
of the town, though it is not in the town.
16. Is the site you propose to adopt Government property ? It is private property, but improved.
17. It is not built upon ? No.
18. It will not he very expensive to acquire ? I think not.
19. Can you tell us why the last section of this line will be so expensive ? Chiefly on account of the 
heavy earthworks and culverts.
20. I suppose the country is something like that which you meet after leaving Inverell to go to Guyra?
Yes, Proceeding from Inverell towards Moree, there is a pretty stiff rise, and we have to wind about 
considerably in order to get the grade we want.
21. That will necessitate somewhat extensive embankments ? Yes; they are shown on the section I hare 
already handed in.
22. Is it the character of the excavation or the quantity that will make it costly ? Only the quantity.
The soil is soft on top; but harder down below.
23. Have you been over the line ? Yes.
24'. Therefore, you are in a position to state that these charges are approximately what the cost will be ?
Yes, tbe charges are fair ones. The character of the country at tbe Inverell end brings the cost of earth
works up to £661 per mile, and of culverts, bridges, and small openings to £609 per mile.
25. What was the average cost per mile of the line from Narrabri to Moree ? £2,409.
23. Mr. Wright.'] Including sleepers ? Yes.
27. Mr. Trickett.] Then tho cost of the first 20 miles of the proposed line will be about £200 per mile 
less than the cost of tho Moree line ? £127 per mile less. £2,282 per mile as against £2,409 per mile.
28. The difficulties gradually increase as you get to Inverell? As you will see from my estimate, 
the first section is the cheapest; then comes the fourth, then tho third, then tho second, and lastly the 
fifth.
29. Have you made as cheap an estimate as you think the work can be done for ? I think so. I have 
gone into the matter very carefully.
30. In your report you say that the proposed route is apparently favoured by tho residents of the district— 
which district do you mean? In Inverell there is, no doubt, some difference of opinion; but I know that 
a good many persons bare stated that they would he satisfied if they got this line.
31. However, that is a matter into which you did not specially inquire ? No.
32. Is not Warialda, a town of considerable importance ? It is a small town.
33. Why does the line avoid that place ? It saves a considerable amount to leave Warialda out.
34. Does it save in distance? There is a slight saving in distance, and a saving of about £10,000 in 
cost.
35. How far will Warialda he from the line? About 4 miles.
36. The country up towards Warialda hccomes a little difficult ? It is very difficult, leaving Warialda, 
and going eastward.
37. The proposed line wonld be constructed to carry the same class of traffic as will he taken by tho line 
from Moree to Narrabri ? Yes ; and the grades are precisely the same.
38. Will it ho possible to construct the railway quickly? Yes.
39. Hut not so quickly as tho Moree line ? No; because it is more costly, and longer.
40. Is there sufficient material along the line to make the embankments and so on ? Yes.
41. Is there anything special in regard to tho line which you would like to mention ? There is nothing 
remarkable about it. We can get ballast very readily at the rivers, and there is an ironbark forest near 
Warialda. We can also get ironbark from the range to the east of the Narrabri to Moree line, and 
water will he easily procured at convenient places.
42. The lino has everything in its favour ? Yes.
43. I suppose you are acquainted with the route of the proposed line from Glen Innes to Inverell ?
Yes; I have been over it two or three times.
44. What was tho lowest estimate for that line ? £6,077 per mile—the total cost being £317,907.
45. How would that line compare, so far as engineering difficulties are concerned, with the line under 
consideration ? it passes through much rougher country, and the earthworks would bo more expensive, 
because a great deal of basalt would have to be excavated. Then, too, the ruling grade on the line from 
Glen Inncs to Inverell would be 1 in 60.
46. Would the country through which it passes teas good? It is all very good country, though the 
country at the Moree end may be better than that on the Inverell to Glen Innes line, because it is lower 
and flatter, and there is more black soil there, while, too, the climate may be better.
47. Does the Government hold more land along the line of route than is held by private individuals ? I 
have not got that information; but I can prepare you a statement in regard to the matter.
48. Is not tho information given from the Book of Beforonce ? Yes. The first part of the line passes 
very largely through Crown lands and reserves.
49. But in other parts it goes chiefly through private property ? Further on it goes almost entirely through 
private property.
50. What about tbe Glen Innes to Inverell line ? That goes very largely through private property.
51. If the proposed line were constructed it would cut Inverell off from any chance of connection with 
the Northern line and thence to Queensland, or with the North Coast by way of Glen Innes ? Yes.
52. You are not prepared to express any opinion as to which is the better line from the point of view of 
traffic ? No.
53. Mr. Xee.] It is stated in the Railway Commissioners’ Report that it will cost less to construct a line 
from Moree to Inverell, which makes the distance Horn Inverell to Sydney 34t miles longer, than a line 
from Glen Inncs to Inverell ? The difference between the lengths to be constructed in either case is more.
A line from Moree to Inverell would be about 96 miles in length, and a line from Glen Innes to Inverell 
about 52 miles, a difference of about 44 miles.
54. Yet the proposed line can be made more cheaply than a line from Glen Innes to Inverell ? Yes.
55, When was the estimate of the latter line made ? At the end of last year. 56.
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That would be about the time when the estimate for the proposed lino was made out ? The estimate 
the proposed line has only just been completed. .
'Wore both lines estimated on the same class of construction—that is to say, with the same provision 
ballast, sleepers, &e. P Yes.
Exactly the same ? Yes ; both estimates have been made under the same conditions, and provide for 
same class of accommodation.
It is the same description of line in each case? Yes.
The lines are in every respect identical? Yes; they have been estimated upon exactly the same 

'basis, except that the engineering contingencies in regard to the line from G len Innes to Inverell have 
been put down at 15 per cent., and in connection with the proposed line at 121- per cent.
Cl. Is there any other difference ? Yo ; that is all. Of course the earthworks on the Glen Innes to 
Inverell are heavier than those on the proposed line. You cannot make the cost of both lines the same, 
because the country between G1 en Innes and Inverell is much heavier than the country between Inverell 
and Moree.
62. How much less will the proposed line cost than a line from Glen Innes to Inverell ? The cost of the 
Glen Innes-Inverell line would be about £6,077 per mile as against £2,803 per mile for the proposed line.
63. The estimated cost of the Glen Innes to Inverell line in Yovember, 1892, was £8,000 per mile ? Yes 
that was a rough estimate.
64. In that estimate you allowed 6s. each for sleepers, while in the estimate now before the Committee you 
only allowed 2s. 9d. each for sleepers? In the revised estimate for the Glen Innes to Inverell line, I have 
allowed 3s. each for sleepers.
65. What about ballast ? I have allowed for ballast at 3s. 6d. The chief reason for the reduction in the cost 
of the Glen Innes to Inverell line is the adoption of sharper curves. When the proposal was sub
mitted in 1892, we had curves of 12 or 14 chains radius; but now we have substituted curves of 10 chains 
radius, with a view to cutting the estimate down to its lowest limit.
66. Hoes your estimate for the Moree to Inverell line provide for ballasting right through ? Yo ; I have 
taken it according to the country. On the flatter country near Moree I have allowed for half ballasting, 
and for other parts of the line I have allowed chiefly for one quarter ballasting.
67. What have you allowed on the Glen Innes line? I have allowed for the whole of that line at one 
quarter.
68. But is there not a large tract of country between Glen Innes and Inverell which is sufficiently sound 
to carry an ordinary line without ballast ? That remains to be seen.
69. Is not the country, as a rule, much sounder than the country between Yarrabri and Moree ? Yes.
70. If ballast is not provided for on the Yarrabri to Moree line, why should it be provided for on the 
Glen Innes to Inverell line ? I have provided for two-thirds ballasting right through on the Yarrabri to 
Moree line. I allowed about 1,200 cubic yards to the mile.
71. But on the Glen Innes to Inverell line is there not a large tract of solid hard country ? Yes.
72. Particularly over the Waterloo Range and the country beyond? Yes,
73. Woald it he necessary to ballast that part of the lino ? Yo ; I should probably leave a great part of 
that line unballasted ; but ballast would be necessarv in crossing the flats, and in going up the valleys.
74. In all the soft places ? Tea. ”
75. The Commissioners say in their report—

(1.) The comparatively level line from Werris Creek to Inverell, a distance of 25ii miles, as against an exceedingly 
heavy road throughout by the Glen Innes rente, the main northern line passing over two mountain ranges, 1 ho highest 
paint crossed.on the Moonbi Kange being 3,045 feet, ami the Now England Ranee 4,514 feet, the total height the trailic 
1ms to he lifted in going from Werris Creek to Glen Innes being 6,609 feet. “
Is not 4,500 feet the highest point upon the northern line ? Yes ; the way in which that total has been 
obtained is by adding all the rises. I did not check that part of the Commissioners’ statement, though I 
think it is approximately correct.
76. Is it a right way to make the calculation ? I think so. These rises are all against the load.
77. Have you made a similar calculation in regard to the proposed lino? Yo ; I have not touched upon 
the question.

H. Deane, gg 
for

L Sept., 1896.

58. 
the
59.
60.

THURSDAY, 3 SEPTEMBER, 1896. 
gresent:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphert. Charles Alfred Lee, Esq,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G. ~ ~ - -
The Hon, William Joseph Trickett.
The Hou. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

John Lionel Fegan, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hass all, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.

Tim Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Moree to Inverell.
Hugh McLachlan, Esq., Secretary to the Railway Commissioners, sworn, and examined:—

H. 78. ChairmanYou are instructed by the Commissioners to represent them in this matter ? Yes. 
McLachlan. 79. Are you prepared to make any statement to the Committee ? Yo; I believe the Committee have 

Esq- already had the Commissioners’ report of the 18th August.
SO. Can you give us a statement as to the hauling power of an engine upon different grades ? It is 

3 Sept., 1896. caicuiated. that one of our ordinary goods engines—“ 205 class,” not one of the extra heavy engines—can 
haul, at a speed of 10 miles an hour, 210 tons upon a grade of 1 in 40, 265 tons upon a grade of 1 in 50, 
315 tons upon a grade of 1 in 60, 410 tons upon a grade of 1 in 80, and 500 tons upon a grade of 1 in 100.
81. Can you give us a similar statement showing the effect of grades upon speed ? Yo; but I will ask an 
engineer to work out the information.
82. What is the ruling grade upon the suggested line from Glen Innes to Inverell ? 1 in 60.
83. And upon the Great Northern line ? 1 in 40.
84. Mr. Clarke.] Are you pretty well acquainted with the route of the proposed line? I have not been
over it. I only know of it from the reports. 85.
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85. You arc not aware if there is any settlement there ? The reports indicate that there is a considerable -
settlement. The district is well settled, for a country district, and the land is good. _ Mr. Harper explored >
the whole country on behalf of the Commissioners, and he will be able to give you information in regard
to every mile of it. j -ii. * 3 1396‘86. Is not the estimated cost of the line rather high? INo, it is rather low, if compared with existing
lin6S *87. Would it pass through rough country ? The country is pretty rough towards Inverell. Nowhere is 
it like the country between Narrabri and Moree, or about Berngan, and consequently more expensive
construction is required. „ r.ci it rt88. Is it intended to ultimately carry the line on from Inverell to Grlen Innes . So far as the Commi -
sionors are aware there is no such intention. ^
80. What is the distance from Moree to Sydney ? Via Narrabri, 413 miles. ■
90. And from Moree to Newcastle ? 313 miles. ... , .. „ m r .
91. Are you of opinion that the proposed line will serve the district better than a line from U-len Innes to
Inverell ? That is the opinion of the Commissioners. . „ _
92. AY hat portion of the Queensland trade would the line get? It would influence that tramc. Wo are 
likely to got more of the Queensland trade if the line is constructed than wo get under prosent conditions.
93. Will you not get part of the Queensland trade on the Narrabri to Moree line ? Wc expect to do so.
94. The Queensland trade will go to Moree in preference to Inverell? Yes. We look upon the 
Narrabri to Moree line as an accomplished fact. The contractors are running over it now.
95. Then what good can result from the proposed extension, if the Narrabri to Moree line gets the 
Queensland traffic? The Commissioners, in their report upon the proposed line, do not reter to the 
Queensland traffic. They think that the local advantages are sufficient to warrant the construction ot the 
line. Any traffic coming down to AVarialda or Inverell would be carried on tho proposed line.
96. AVhat is the distance from AYarialda to Moree? About 40 miles. . .
97. In tho event of the Tamworth to Manilla line being constructed, would any of the Queensland trade
come to Manilla ? I do not think so. , „ . 0
98. Do yon think it likely that that line, if constructed, would be carried on to Barraba or Bin gar a .
There is no such intention at present. It would be a heavy line to make, and the grades would be severe.
Mr. Harper was sent over all those routes to collect information in regard to them for the Commissioners, 
and Mr. Deano also sent an engineer to mako a rough survey of the country.
99. AVhat is the distance from Glen Innes to Sydney ? 422 miles. .
100 The Commissioners estimate that there will bo a loss of about £2,000 a year on the proposed line ; is 
not that a heavy loss? It is not a heavy loss, considering the circumstances. I he Ime would return a very 
good profit over working expenses, and it would develop country and throw additional traffic on to the
ST I suppose Mr. Harper will be able to give us all information in regard to traffic ? Yes. _
102. Mr Lee.} AVill you explain the diagram which you have placed before the Committee ? It is a 
diagram, having for its object a comparison of the grades between AYcrris Creek and Inverell, via Glen
Innes, and Werris Creek and Inverell, via Moree. ,, ,,
103 What is the grade on the line to Inverell, via Glen Innes ? The ruling grade on the Great Northern 
line between AYcrris Creek and Glen Innes is 1 in 40. Between Werris Creek and Moree there is a grade 
of 1 in 50, or 1 in 55. That grade could be cut out if the traffic warranted it, and the heaviest grade would
then be about 1 in 70. n ,104. The heaviest grade upon the Great Northern line is at Ben Lomond? There are several places
where there is a grade of 1 in 40. „ ttt • i i. -m- r105. If it were necessary, these grades could be cut out? Tho grade on the Werris Creek to Moree line 
to which I have referred could be cut out at a comparatively small cost; but to cut out the grades upon the 
Great Northern lino would mean so enormous an expenditure that the Commissioners would not look at
106PAYPhaUias been done at Locksley ? Those are small cases. The Commissioners have never carried 
out so expensive a work as the cutting out of the grades on the Great Northern line would be.
107. But if the traffic demanded it these grades could be taken out? No doubt it would be possible; but
it would be commercially impracticable. .. , , , T i i g nr108. Is not everything practicable after what the Commissioners have done at Locksley ? Of course
everything is possible for money. Bor instance, you might make a straight line to Bathurst by tunnelling
109. What is the length and cost of the deviation at Locksley ? About 4 miles. It cost £36,000.
110. Do you not think that it would be possible to make similar improvements upon tho Great Northern
line? Not for anything like the money. , ,1. . m, „ i
111. On what data do yon base these statements ? Upon knowledge of the country. The matter has
112. If the country had been examined as closely as the Western lino in the neighbourhood of Lockslev 
has been examined probably the grades there could be reduced at the same if not at a lower cost.
Locksley is only one place. There aro a great number of grades upon the Northern Ime, and the traffic
would not warrant the expenditure necessary to reduce them. j n ^ , ,
113. VYhen the Western line was made the traffic would not have warranted the cutting out or any 
grades —is it not reasonable to suppose that when the traffic on the Great Northern line increases tho 
grades there will have to be cut out ? It would be unreasonable at present to try and cut them out.
114. But supposing the traffic warranted it ? The traffic does not warrant it; you have to look at facts as
they waTratltcd cutting out of the grades upon the main Northern line, could they not
be cut out just as the grades upon the Great Western line have been cut out ? The work could be done, 
of course, if you bad the money to spend; but so many thousands of pounds would be required as to make
nffi^iiivicw of fho Great Northern line being one of our main trunk lines, I ask you whether it would not 
be uossible to reduce the grades there, just as the grades on the Great AVcstern line have been reduced.
1 do not think it would be impossible to reduce the grades there ; hut it would mean an enormous 
expenditure. You must look at facts as they exist fo-day. 117-
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_®* 117. You are not in possession, of any data which would warrant you in making a statement of an
°E9q an* character, for tho simple reason, that the country has not been explored by railway engineers

—_f_,—^ since the line was made? I am in possession of sufficient information to be able to say that it would 
3 Sept., 1896. re9™0 an enormous sum to reduce the grades upon the line to Grlen Innes.

118. How many miles of 1 in 40 grade are there? I have not the details with me.
119. If these 1 in 40 grades are not continuous they could ho flattened at a moderate cost ? I think it 
would cost an enormous amount to reduce them. Besides these 1 in 40 grades there are grades of 1 in 
50 and 1 in 48. 'Where you have bad grades over a long length of line it takes an enormous amount to 
improve them.
120. But precisely the same remarks would apply to the Western and Southern Lines, where you have 
spent an enormous amount of money in improving the grades? The Commissioners have spent a good 
deal in improving those grades.
121. There was a grade of 1 in 33 upon the main northern line, and that has been cut out? Yes.
122. Is it not reasonable to suppose that, with further exploration, means could be found for reducing 
these grades ? They could he reduced if we had the money.
123. How have the Commissioners calculated the lift from Werris Creek to Grlen Innes? They have 
shown the total lift. If you started from sea-level and rose to a point 1,000 feet high with continuous lifts, 
and then descended 500 feet, and rose again another 1,000 feet, your total height above sea-level w'ould be 
1,500 feet; but the total lift would be 2,000 feet.
124. Every up grade from Werris Creek to Glen Innes has been counted as part of the lift ? Yes; the 
Commissioners have shown the aggregated lift.
125. Does it not appear strange that to get over a point 4,514 feet high—your highest point—you should 
have a lift of 6,609 feet ? iNo; because the lift is not continuous. I suppose no line has a continuous lift.
126. Was the lift ever estimated upon this basis before ? The Commissioners do not base any calculations 
upon their statement in regard to the lift. They simply place the information before the Committee.
127. What is the aggregated lift upon the Moree line? I have not got that information.
128. Will you tell the Committee why it has not been put before us ? It would be very small alongside 
the other. I can, however, get the information. This is not a new discovery on the part of the 
Commissioners. It is a method of calculation which has been used before. I have seen it referred to 
in Sydney by people other than the Commissioners.
129. Then, if you had as many ups and downs as would amount to a lift 20,000 feet before you got over a 
height of 4,500 feet, you would consider the total lift 20,000 feet? Yes.
130. The Commissioners’ report says that the grade for the light load on the proposed line will be 1 in 
80? Yes, That is going to Inverell.
131. And that the grade for the heavy load will be 1 in 100—that is the return grade ? Yes.
132. Therefore the heavy traflic will have the better grade ? Yes.
133. If the height of Glen Innes station is 3,518 feet and the height of Ben Lomond station is 4,471 
feet, there is a difference in elevation between the two places of over 900 feet, the distance being 22 
miles? Yes.
134. Prom Ben Lomond to Werris Creek, is there not a continuous down grade? !STo; there is a 
number of up grades. Near Walcha Eoad and the Macdonald River there are two very sharp pinches.
135. Those grades must be very short ? I think they are both fairly long. There is a number of other 
heavy grades coming this way.
136. Prom Ben Lomond to Werris Creek is about 146 miles ? Yes.
137. Except at the two places you have mentioned, there is a continuous down grade ? No ; there is a 
number of other up grades, I will show the Committee a section of the Northern line showing the 
grades.
138. What is the height of Inverell ? A little under 2,000 feet.
139. Do you consider a grade of 1 in 60 fairly good ? If there were heavy traffic we should not consider 

. it a fair grade._ In England it would he considered a steep grade.
140. Can you inform the Committee what has dominated the recommendation of the Commissioners that 
the Inverell traffic should he brought to tho metropolis by a route 34j miles longer than is necessary ? 
The Commissioners were asked to express their opinion upon the proposed line, and they reported that it 
would be cheaper to make the proposed line than a line from Glen Innes to Inverell. The actual cost of 
construction would be less, while more country, and better country, would he opened up. I believe that 
the Inverell people are in favour of having a western market, which the proposed line would give them.
141. But if this line bo carried out they will be shut off from any connection with the main northern 
line above Werris Creek, and he prevented from trading with Queensland or with the north coast ? Yes.
142. The Commissioners have decided that tho proper way for the Inverell traffic to go is out west, and
then round by way of Moree, instead of direct to the northern line, and so, if necessary, to the coast ? 
Having taken all the circumstances into consideration, they have recommended what they think the better 
route. "
143. What is the estimated annual loss upon the line from Tamworth to Wallangarra ? Something like 
£60,000 from Armidalc and £90,000 from Tamworth.
144. Will you explain to tho Committee what prospect that line has of pulling up its arrears if its 
natural traffic is taken from it in the way proposed ? ] do not think it will pull up its arrears ; but a 
connection from Glen Innes to Inverell would cost more than tbe proposed line, and would get less traffic. 
You could also work the proposed line more conveniently,
145. Does not tho Commissioners’ recommendation appear to determine for all time that the main northern
line shall have no opportunity of earning interest upon its cost and working expenses ? I do not know 
that it makes much difference to the northern line. The railway system as a whole gets the traffic in any 
case, and the proposed line would serve more people and a larger district at a lesser cost than a line from 
Glen Innes to Inverell. I do not know why we should consider the northern line particularly in this 
matter. ‘
146. Do the Commissioners recommend the construction of tho proposed line? Yes; and they have 
made their recommendation after a full consideration of all the circumstances.
147. I notice a very important omission in the Commissioners’ report;—it has been usual for them
to recommend that a line should he constructed only if the land required were given free of cost;—can 
you explain why that recommendation has not been made in this case ? No. 148.



1229

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—RAIXTYAY FEOM MOEEE TO INTEREIIj. * J

14S. Are you iiware that the surveyed route passes through at least 210 different holdings ? No.
149. If it does pass through so many holdings the resumption must necessarily be very large ? The land CE^. :w, 
may not be very valuable, unless there are town lots. The proposal is to pass outside the town of
"Warialda altogether, t 3 sept., 18i?0.
150. But a large area of land would have to be resumed ? Yes. T know, however, that there is a great
deal of Crown land in that district. In the five counties through which the railway would serve there is 
a verv large acreage of Crown land available for settlement. _
151. Bo you know whether the land-owners there hare signified their intention of giving the land for
the construction of the line ? They have not done so, to my knowledge. _ _
152. Then the question of land resumption and severance will bean important one in connection with 
this extension? The Commissioners’ opinion is that where a new line is made it should be upon 
condition that the people owning the land through which it will pass, and benefiting by it, should give 
that land free. Tluifc is tho general principle upon which they have gone, although they do not refer to it 
in all their reports. They made a special statement in regard to )t when they first reported upon branch 
lines.
153. Where a proposed line shows a loss of nearly £2,000 a year, do you not think that the necessary
land should be required to be given? It is the opinion of the Commissioners that on all these new lines 
the land should be given free. '
154. Teamsters compete very seriously with the railway in the north ? Yes.
155. Are not very large quantities of goods conveyed by team from Grafton through Glen Innes to 
Inverell ? There is a fair team traffic that way.
150, That has been going on for years? Yes.
157. Have the Commissioners recommended the proposed line in order to fight that traffic ? No ; that 
is not one of the great objects which they had in view. _
15S. If the proposed line was constructed, would not the traffic that I speak of still continue? I do not 
think so. We shall have the advantage of the cost of cartage between Glen Innes and Inverell. "We 
shall he in a better position to compete for the trade then than we are now.
159. I cannot see how the extension of a line 40 miles west from Glen Innes is going to stop the traffic I 
speak of? If we can land goods at Inverell at the same price as we now land them at Glen Innes, 
teamsters will be unable to compete by taking loading from Glen Innes to Inverell.
160. Tbe Commissioners have already endeavoured to prevent the leakage on the northern line by
establishing differential rates ? Yes. At tbe present time, traffic to Inverell from Glen limes, starts 
upon equal terms, whether it comes from Grafton or is brought to Glen Innes by railway; but, if the 
proposed railway is made, we shall bo able to take goods to Inverell as cheaply as wo now take them 
to Glen Innes, and we shall thus have the advantage of the cost of carriage between Glen Innes and 
Inverell. ,
161. Can you say definitely whether the Commissioners make the recommendation that the lines should
bo earned out only upon the condition that tbe necessary land is given? No; they make no 
recommendation at all. Neither did they make such a recommendation when reporting upon the Glen 
Innes to Inverell line, though they laid down the general principle in 1889. _
162. Arc the Commissioners prepared to make that recommendation in the case of this line ? I am not
163. Are we to understand that the Commissioners are prepared to recommend the construction of the 
proposed line, even if the land required is not given ? I am not aware, but I will make inquiries.
104. Have you any views with which to favour the Committee as to an ultimate connection with the North
Coast? No. t ..
165. Or upon the possibility of the adoption of a uniform gauge by Queensland ? The question of a 
uniform gauge is a good deal in the future. The Commissioners hold tho idea that there should be a 
uniform gauge between the Colonies, and especially on the lines connecting the capitals. I do not know, 
however, that the traffic between Inverell and Queensland makes the question of much importance.
166. There has never been any opportunity for cultivating the trade between Inverell and Queensland ?
No; but it cannot be said that there is likely to be any great traffic there.
167. At all events, the Commissioners are of opinion that the Glen Innes-Inverell traffic should be brought
to Svdney by way of Moree? Having considered all the circumstances, tho Commissioners are in favour 
of the proposed line. ...
163. IlZr. Wri/jht.'j 1 understand from you that the Commissioners are under the impression that if the 
proposed line was constructed they would secure a large part of the Queensland trade? I was referring 
to the line from Narrabri to Moree when I spoke about the Queensland trade. _ _ _
169. May I ask you whether the Commissioners have entered into a policy having for its object the 
deprivation of the ad]aecnt Colonies of their legitimate trade ? The Commissioners have not considered 
the proposed line in connection with the interception of the Queensland trade. _ _ _
170 But is it part of their policy to construct railways to deprive the neighbouring Colonies of
legitimate business ? It is not part of their policy to construct railway lines at all. _
171. 1 mean, to recommend the construction of lines ? The Queensland trade has not been specially-
considered in connection with the recommendation of the proposed line. _ _
172. Bo you think that the Commissioners have adopted the policy of recommending lines to deprive the
ad jacent Colonies of 1 rade 1 o which they are legitimately entitled ? The Commissioners have recommended 
lines which would obtain traffic from the other Colonies, and which traffic we have had previously. When 
they have been asked to report upon a line, they have considered all its probable sources of traffic.
173. You think that the Commissioners reasons for recommending the proposed line are—first, that it
would be easier and cheaper to make and to work than a line from Glen Innes to Inverell; and, secondly, 
that it would be likely to secure a large amount of traffic? It would open up more country, and secure 
more business. . ^
174. What grounds have you for asserting that it would secure more trade ? Mr. Harper’s reports.^
175. Is not the country between Glcu limes and Moree already served by the existing lines? Unless 
the proposed line is made, a very valuable district will be deprived of the advantages of railway communi
cation ; and where railway communication can be given with practically no loss to the country', is it not 
well that it should be given.

366—B 1“6.
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McLwMan I™ not think that the existing lines give that district all the facilities it has a right to
Esq. ’ c~['marl^' an^ sf,-cure the whole of the traffic ? I think not. At the present time, the traffic from about 

Warialda drifts down to Tamworth and other stations.
3 Sept., 1896. Commissioners’ estimate of the traffic upon the proposed line is about £2,000 less than their

estimate of the probable trafiie on the Glen Innes to Inverell line four years ago ? Mr. Harper’s estimate 
of tbe traffic upon tho Glen Innes to Inverell line was £S,000. He was furnished with certain figures by 
the local people, but he did not accept those figures. The Commissioners’ estimate was £7,790.
178. Mr. Harper said in his evidence that the local traffic estimate was £15,000 ? Yes : but his estimate 
was about £8,000.
17J1. \\ ill you explain how it is that, while the working expenses for the proposed line are estimated at 
£7.IC0 the working expenses upon the Glen Innes to Inverell line—which would be 31 miles shorter— 
are^estimated at a larger amount'? 1 daresay that if the Commissioners were to go into the Glcu Innes 
to Inverell estimale again they would reduce it, because experience has shown that these branch lines can 
be worked more cheaply than was thought six or seven years ago.
180. Would there not be a large difference in favour of tbe shorter line ? Under similar conditions, the 
shorter line would be worked more cheaply. At the. same time, the cost of maintenance on the Glen 
Innes to Inverell line would he higher lhan the cost of maintenance on the Moree to Inverell line.
151. The proposed line is described as a light line? Tes.
152. _Would it be capable of carrying the heavier Beyer-Peacock and Baldwin engines? Tho Com
missioners speak about using the lighter class of rolling-stock, not tho now Beyer-Peacock engines or the 
Australian consolidated engines.
ISI. The traffic from the Inverell district would be of such a nature that it would require to be taken in 
big loads to make it pay. Do you think you could run a train load of 400 tons net over a light lino ? I 
am inclined to tuink that, if required, with the “205-olass ” goods engines you could take a train load of 
500 Ions gross upon the line in the direction in which tbe grade was 1 in 100, and 410 tons in the direction 
in which the grade is 1 in 80.
181. What would be tbe tare with a train of 410 ions ? About 140 tons. Yon mav take it at 2 to 1.
183. Do you think that the proposed line would bo sufficiently sfable to carry traffic of this description ? 
I should think so, if required ; but ] would prefer to allow the question to bo answered by an engineer. 
The Commissioners have no intention of running their heaviest engines upon these light lines.
186. Though they are aware that the traffic will he of the heaviest description ? There will be, of 
course, a considerable amount of grain traffic, hut a few trains of 410 tons can move a lot of stuff in a 
day. It would not take many trains to move the present production.
1S7. The prospects of the line cannot depend upon the present state of the country? Well, under 
existing circumstances, the line will pretty well pay for itself. Any development will return a profit,
ISS. That is if the Commissioners' estimate is correct? We know that it is pretty correct from our 
experience of other lines. Take the Cobar line, for example.
ISO. What are the working expenses of that line ? The traffic amounts to nearly £13,000, and the 
working expenses to £5,400 for tho past year. It is higher for 1890, but the traffic increased.
190. How do you expect to increase the trafiie upou the proposed lino ? By tbe development of tbe 
district. The lino will open up the market for Inverell towards Moree and Narrabri. Only a few weeks 
ago wo had a letter from Tamworth, asking us to quote a cheap rate from Tamworth to Moree, as they 
round that the Inverell people were beginning to cut them out of the western trade.
191. You think that the proposed line will encourage agriculture about Inverell for the supply of the 
western district? Yes, and supply part of Queensland.
192. Notwithstanding the fact that Moree is open to the operations of other parts of the Colony, and of 
the adjacent colonies ? Yes.
193. TV hat are the rates for a truck from Sydney to Glen Innes ? £30 for general goods.
194. Are you aware that goods have been delivered at Glen Junes from Grafton at a lower rate ? There 
is a considerable traffic that way.
195. 1 suppose that tho rate to Inverell via Moree will not he less than the Glen Innes rate? That lias 
not yet been fixed ; but fhe rate would probably be tbe same in each case. It would be a through rate.
196. If goods could be delivered at Inverell from Sydney at a lower rate than they could be taken there 
by the railway, the line is not likely to have a very large traffic? 1 am not aware that goods could be 
■delivered at Inverell for less than the railway charges in the off seasons of the vear.
197. 1 am informed that goods could ho and are delivered there for less than £5 a ton ? TVe should be 
in a better position to get tbe trade if wo could deliver it in Inverell for the same price as we now deliver 
in Glen Innes, to the extent of the cost of road carriage between the two places. It is well known that 
where the traffic is competed for competitive rates apply. TVe charge nothing for the extra distance 
north from Glen Innes, and the same rule may apply in the case of Inverell.
198. Upon what was the Commissioners’ estimate ot traffic based? I would sooner you got that informa
tion from Mr. Harper.
199. If the estimate was based upon the existing rates for truck loads, and you carry the traffic for lower 
rates, the returns will he affected ? The estimate is based upon a through rate, hut I would sooner you 
got the information in regard to it first-hand from Mr. Harper.

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, 8 SEPTEMBER, 1896.
JDwsfmt:—

The IIon. FEED ERIC 1C TUOMAS HUM PITER 5T (Vice-Chatrman).
Tlie Hon. Charles .Tames Roberts, C.M.G'. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, lisq.

Charles Alfred Lee, lisq. 
Giso roe Black, Esq. 
Francis Augustus Win out, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Moree to Inverell.
Hugh McL-ichlan, Esq,, Secretary to fhe Railway Commissioners, sworn, and further examined:—

200. Mr. Wright^ Can you tell me whether, in reporting on a line like this, the Railway Commissioners H. 
consider their general railway policy? They deal with the line under all circumstances. Of course McLachlan, 
they would naturally consider the matter as it would affect other railways, as well as from a local point
°f view. _ _ ^ ...
201. They would naturally consider the future of a liue like this in connection with their railway policy ? p '' '
They would consider all the circumstances. ■
202. Do you know whether any possible connection with the coast was taken into consideration in the 
recommendation of this line? Hot in any particular way. Of course they had that question before 
them. TEhat T mean is, that they would make their recommendation, considering all the surrounding 
circumstances at the time.
203. I think it will be admitted that one of the surrounding circumstances is an ultimaie connection 
between the coast and the table land ? Yes,
201. Do you know whether that was considered in dealing with this line ? I think they had that in their 
minds when they recommended this liue.
205. Then, in recommending this line, they recommend a line altogether dissociated from the Great 
Northern lino ? Yes.
20(5. Do you know whether they have any intention to continue the line to the main northern line?
They have no present intention of the extension.
207. Then in dealing with the proposed line, they must have ignored any possible connection between the 
coast and tho table-lands of Hew England ? Yes.
208. Aro you aware that there has been an agitation for a connection between the coast and the table
lands ? Yes. -
201). A line has been suggested from Guyra and Glen Innes ? Tes.
210. And the Commissioners have ignored the possibility of coastal extension in dealing with this 
matter? As I have explained, they have had tho whole of the surrounding circumstances before them.
They have looked at luture possible developments, and in view of everything, they have recommended the 
line.
211. Then, according to that view, everything that is to be carried to tbe north, or north-western portion 
of the Colony, must of necessity have been considered ? At the present time the line would not have a 
connection with tbe coast. There is no idea of connecting with the coast.
212. Then everything in connection with tbe great north-western country must come to Newcastle ?
Yes. ,
213. The rights of the people in the western country' and the coast land, in connection with direct com
munication, are absolutely ignored? At the present time, they would have no connection.
214. Yrou say you do not think there is any future idea of connecting the Great Northern line with the 
coast line? [ do not sec anything in the immediate future. Of course, it is a Long time to say “ all time 
hut for present and immediate future requirements, there is no intention of connecliug Inverell with 
the coast.
215. As far as yon know, there is no intention to sanction any coastal extension at all? Hot as far as
the Commissioners are aware. ”
21G. Do you, as an official of the Department of considerable experience, consider it is a wise policy to 
bring everything to Sydney or Hewcastle from the far north-western portion of the Colony ? Asa matter 
of fact, it is purely a matter of route. Tbe traffic with Grafton, which is spoken of as the connecting 
point with the table land, really comes to Sydney, and they already have a connection. The immediate 
object to be gained is to give Inverell some conueetion with the coast—with the big markets of Heweastle 
and Sydney. They either getit this way, or by way of Glen Innes and Grafton; but the goods ultimately 
comes to Sydney or to Heweastle ; and looking at the whole of the circumstances, the Commissioners think 
that what they have recommended is the best. At the same time they did not directly have before them 
any proposal to extend the line to the coast. '
217. Y'ou are aware that the Inverell district is wheat producing ? Yes.
21S. And its population is a sparse one ? Comparatively so.
219. You are also aware that on the northern coast land there is a large population which requires 
cereals in the shape of wheat, and which cannot grow them ? Yes—about Glen Innes.
220. ̂ Notwithstanding Uiat fact, you think the proper market of Inverell is in Sydney ? It is not a question,
I think, of a proper market. It is a question of what is best to be done, and, taking all the circumstances 
into consideration, the Commissioners recommend this extension. As a matter of fact, so far as wheat is 
concerned, it does not make a great deal of difference if the northern people get it from Tamworth.
There is plenty of wheat about Tamworth.
221. You say that as far as Inverell is concerned, the railway would increase population, and give
facilities in regard to the produce of the district? Yes. “ -
222. And if the produce ot that district points to another direction than that of Sydney, do you think it is 
the duty of tho Department to give them a route which they do not want ? But we understand that the 
people of Inverell do want this route—that they who know their own business are in favour of it.
223. I believe a section of them do. of course ? Yes. The Commissioners are advised, and they them
selves think, that the route they recommend is the best. Of course, it makes a market for the west as 
well as for Sydney and Newcastle.
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at ^ ^*ves no market in the direction whore there is a market available—where there can be little
^ ^Ksq. !ln, comPetitiont But after all the market at Glen Innes is a very limited one for a big district.

225. I am not speaking of Glen Innes. There is a market further north and east? But you would have 
S Sept., 1896. ^ make the railway further east, which would costa large sum of money.

226. Not necessarily ? All previous experience has showm that to be the case.
227. ^Vehave it in evidence that the wheat-producing portion of the table-land will supply the coastal 
districts with wheat, even without railway communication ? Yes.
228. At all events you recollect that the question of a coastal line did not at all enter into the calculations 
of the Kailway Commissioners? As f say they recommended it in view of all circumstances, and they 
think the route recommended is the best one.
229. Am 1 right in this assumption :—that recognising the claims of Inverell to railway communication, 
the Commissioners thought it their duty to recommend the construction of a line by the cheapest and 
easiest worked route? And which they think gives tho maximum of accommodation and benefit. It gives 
a market east as against west. Of course you must recollect that people on the coast already have excellent 
communication by sea—people to the west have absolutely no communication.
230. But if a farmer at Inverell wants to supply wheat to a farmer of the Clarence or Kichmond liiver, 
would this route be of any use to him ? No ; he could not do it unless he sent it by Sydney.
231. If he wanted to supply the bulk of the wheat for the Queensland market, is this a practicable route?
No, I do not think it is. The question is whether Queensland will not grow its own wheat. As a matter 
of fact, no wheat is now sent by the northern line into Queenslaud. '
232. No, there is none grown ? There is some grown about Tamworth. I think there is more wheat 
grown at the present time about Tamtvorth than there is about Inverell, and the difference of landing a 
ton of wheat in Brisbane from Tamworth and Inverell, if the railway were made, would not, I think, he 
more than 2s.; and 2s. would not create any wonderful development.
233. Tou refer to the difference in haulage ? Yes.
23-1'. If you had a railway from Glen Innes to Inverell, as against one from Moree to Inverell, what would 
be the difference in haulage ? What I menu is this : If you bad a railway from Inverell via Glen Innes 
to Brisbane, as against a railway from Tamworth, I. do not think the difference would amount to more 
than 2s., and that is what you have to look at. You spoke about giving the people of Inverell a market. 
I say there is a market there, and no one takes advantage of it. W e do not send a ton of wheat to Queensland 
by the northern line.
235. But you send a large quantity of produce into the northern districts—to the Clarence—where there 
is a large population ? Yes.
236. And you think this would he a considerable handicap to the Inverell people, if they desired to supply 
the northern farmers? If there were a market to the northern farmers it would, so far as Inverell is 
concerned.
237. You say that the Kaihvay Commissioners took every circumstance into consideration, and that the 
possible northern coastal extension was not taken into consideration? They took every circumstance 
into consideration when they recommended the line.
238. Having everything before them—including the possible coastal connection with the table-lands—they 
still recommend the Inverell farmer to send his produce to Newcastle or Sydney? They recommend the 
line as proposed. ,
239. Will you explain to the Committee whut the plan represents ? It is a diagram section showing 
the line by way of the old connection—Glen Innes—and the proposed line from Glen Innes to Inverell, 
and the one via Narrabri to Moree, with an extension from Moree to Inverell.
240. Which is the Moree line ? The black one. *

' 24'1. May I ask why one is in such a small compass as compared with the other? To show the alternative 
heights. They are drawn to scale.
242. What distance does the pink colouring represent ? One is 35 miles more than the other. The black 
is 35 miles longer than the pink.
243. What does the pink represent ? 377 miles ; they both start at Werris Creek.
244. Is it 377 miles from Werris Creek to Inverell ? No, that is Hie Sydney distance, but both start at 
a common point at Werris Creek.
245. Is it not a very extraordinary way to represent a chart—to aggregate all the grades in one lump? 
That shows the actual grades and the actual height. It does not show the lilt.
246. Why was it necessary to present a diagram in this extraordinary form ? That is the usual form in 
which diagrams are presented by railway engineers.
247. Is it customary to heap five or six grades on the top of each other? Yon must do that in preparing 
a diagram on a small scale to cover a large area of country.
248. Can you give an instance in wrhich a similar thing has been presented to the Committee or to the 
public ? It is not often a similar circumstance happens.
249. Within your knowledge has any plan like this been presented to this Committee or to any public 
body ? We have not had any similar circumstance to my knowledge, but it is certainly usual to present 
diagram sections. It shows the two lines placed on the one set and in juxtaposition.
250. 11 shows the aggregate grades of the two lines? It really show's the two lines. It shows the
altitudes they reach, and the grades on each. _
251. But it does not show the grade on that diagram ? Yes. it shows the grade in each case.
252. You misunderstand mo. In the pink diagram you show the aggregate grades on an elevation of 
4.000 feet ? Yes.
233. Look at the left-hand section and sco the hump there at an angle of 45 degrees ; surely that is not 
a railway grade ? No ; because the run-up shows 20 miles of railway in a couple of inches. You rise 
perhaps 500 feet there in 10 miles, therefore you must naturally exaggerate your grade.
251. Then that is an exaggerated elevation of the grade ? You must exaggerate your grades. You could 
not possibly do anything else, unless you show a plan 370 miles long. It is purely a matter of size. If 
you extend the plan the grades perhaps would not look so severe.
255. I think you, on a former occasion, told Mr. Lee what elevation you had ? I think it was 4,514 feel.
256. That is at Ben Lomond ? Yes.
257. And what is your ruling grade on that line ? 1 in 40.
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255. 'What length is there with a grade of 1 in 40 ? There arc a number of grades of 1 in 40 on the 
section, and that controls the load. If there were only one grade, jmu might, with a push-up engine, get 
over the had spot, hut there is a number of continuous grades both ways over that section which causes 
tho ruling grade to be 1 in 40,
250. What is tho steepest grade on tho Moree line ? 1 in 80, and 1 in 100.
260. The cost of the line between Inverell and Moree, although the distance is greater, is less than the 
cost of the line between Glen limes and Inverell ? Tes.
261. Has Mr. Harper been called upon to make any further calculations as to tho traffic over the Inverell 
to G-ien Innes line P I think not—not recently,
262. Has there been any revision made of the estimate of working expenses ? Ho.
263. Tou have pointed out that the working expenses on the 96 miles will be less than on the 53 miles ? 
Tes. Of course they are a little higher in the bulk.
264. I take it that the Commissioners have been largely guided, as far as tbe traffic is concerned, by Mr. 
Harper’s estimate ? Tes.
265. Who made out the estimate for locomotive and other expenses ? That is the Commissioners’ 
estimate.
266. Does it not strike yon as being singular that the working expenses upon ninety-six miles of railway 
should be absolutely less than upon fifty-three miles ? They are not absolutely less. The estimate given 
for the old Glen Innes-Inverell line was £6,296, I think.
267. I think it was over £7,000 ? They made two estimates. I am not quite sure about the second one. 
26S, The coaching and other expenses were estimated at £6,296 per mile ? Tes ; that is the last report 
they made,
269. That is for a distance of fifty-three miles ? Tes.
270. The estimate for ninety-six miles is £7,100? Tes.
271. Does it not strike you as remarkable that there should ho such a wide margin of difference between 
the two estimates—the one line being little more than half the other in length ? It might strike you as 
being strange, but, of course, proportionately the expenses would not be increased ; because, in the first 
instance your locomotive expenses would probably be somewhere about the same. Tou would have to 
maintain a set of men and engines for both lines : and your traffic expenses would probably be the same, 
because you would have the same terminal station in each case.
272. Tou would have more road accommodation on a line of ninety-six miles than on aline of fifty-three 
miles ? Perhaps not much more.
273. There would be five or six extra stations ? There would not be many stations. "We do not make 
stations on new lines like this. There would be platforms and sidings.
274. "Would you not have a station to accommodate Warialda? Tou would have one there, but the 
expenses would not be increased proportionately.
275. Is there any reduced cost in the shape of material and wages ? I think the Commissioners might 
reduce the permanent way expenses if they revised that estimate. The Glen Innes line would be a heavier 
line to maintain than the Inverell line, because of the nature of the country; but since that 
estimate was made the Commissioners have found that they have been able to reduce the working cost; 
and they probably would be able to slightly reduce the estimate made in 1S90, if they were making it to
day.
276. Then in effect, they have found that the estimate for the Glen Innes line was an over-estimate, so 
far as the expenses are concerned? I would not say that altogether; hut if they were making the 
estimate to-day they might slightly reduce it, because by different methods they find that those lines can 
be worked more cheaply than they originally estimated.
277. In view of the estimate for the Moree line, would they not be able to largely reduce it? I would 
not say that, because the traffic and locomotive expenses might not he much reduced.
278. irte yon aware of the fact that Mr. Harper has stated that the construction of a line from Moree to 
Inverell would not take more than 6,000 bales of wool per annum away from the Tamworth to Manilla 
line ? It is not within my knowledge.
279. I suppose I am right in presuming that the estimate is based on existing rates? It would be a 
truck rate to Inverell—a through rate.
280. A mileage rate for wool and cereals ? To some extent it is ; but the details of the estimate were not 
made up by me. I think it was based on what you call a through rate rather than a local rale. There is 
a through rate from Narrabri to Moree at the present time.
2SL. That is as far as Sydney and Newcastle are concerned ? Tes. Naturally local traffic would bear 
local rates,
282. Is there any desire to make a special rate on this route? I think not.
2S3. Tou consider the line will pay without ? Yes. Dor instance, if there were a western market it would 
be a local rate which would be charged, because you would start the first mile from Inverell. The distance 
would be short, and naturally a local rate would he charged.
284. That is for goods going out beyond Moree? Tes.
285. "Would you charge a local rate there ? That would naturally be a local rate, because you would start 
with 1 mile,
256. Yon would not ask for a. special rate for the western traffic from Inverell? I think not.
257. Tou would conform to the general rates ? Yes.
2SS. And traffic inwards to Inverell—that is, outwards from Sydney—would be at the through rate ? Yes.
289. And what about a special rate ? It would be to some extent based on existing rates. Of course a 
great deal depends on circumstances which might arise, and which would necessitate certain action being 
taken.
290. Is it a non-competitive line, comparatively;—would there be any necessity, for instance, to have a 
specially low rate? I daresay you would want a truck rate to Inverell for general goods.
291. "What will be the truck rate to Inverell based on existing rates? £30 a truck.
292. Are you aware that they are landing goods now at Inverell for a little over £4 a ton, via Grafton ? 
No ; I am not aware of the local incidents.
293. In the event of that rate obtaining, bow could you hope to compete against it? As I have said 
before, if a large quantity of the goods now go from Glen Innes, and have a handicap of road cartage
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_H' between G-lcn Innes and Inverell, we must be in a far better position to compete for tbe Inverell and 
— an’ western trade than we are to-day. Most of the goods going to Inverell are for west of Inverell. If you
_ ' cut into that western country you naturally must secure the trade.

8 189G. If you can save 30s. a ton by getting your goods by sea to Grafton, and thence by road, would not
tbe same danger exist with regard to tbe local supply to Inverell ? Naturally, if a business man got his 
goods 20s a ton cheaper he would get them by road, but I do not think that condition would exist if the 
railway were made.
295. You think tho extra distance between Inverell and Glen Innes would prevent active competition 
with the road traffic ? Yes ; the extra cost of road cartage between Inverell and Glen Innes must be a 
great advantage in our favour when we could land by rail on the spot. Of course we must secure the 
trade west of Inverell, which, no douht, many of those goods would apply to.
296. "What will be the rate per ton for wool from Inverell to Sydney or Newcastle if the railway is 
constructed? T do not think that has been absolutely fixed.
297. You are aware of tbe rate from Glen Innes at the present time ? Yes. Glen Innes to Newcastle 
£2 17s, 6d., to Sydney £3 15s.
29S. That is for greasy wool ? Yes.
299. Are you aware that at the present time wool is being delivered 20miles west of Inverell into Sydney, 
via Grafton, for £2 10s. a ton ? I am not aware,
300. Could vou compete with a rate like .that? That is a matter which the Commissioners would
have to decide when the line was opened. It is rather premature to talk of actual rates at the 
present time. The Commissioners have had to meet competition before, and they will be able to meet it 
again. ^
301. 1 am only instancing that as the low price at which produce can be delivered from this district into 
Sydney by what is considered by the people as the natural outlet to the eastern seaboard ? Of course 
that shows one of the advantages in making a connection. At present all that wool is of no benefit at all 
to tho Commissioners. l>Ye do not get the carriage of that wool over the main lino. If we make the line 
to Inverell we are in a position to compete for the traffic, and get it over the main line, so that, in addition 
to the £13,600 earnings which we should obtain locally, we should gain a lot of new business over the 
main line.
302. Is that amount the estimate of the local traffic? Yes; that is the value of the traffic over the local 
line, ft docs not include the through rate to Sydney.
303. Of course that obtains in connection with every extension? Yes.
304). Whatever traffic you get over the local line you get to a large extent over the mainline? Yes. 
The Commissioners, recommending or reporting on a new line, draw attention to the fact not only that 
tbe new line is valuable in itself, but that it also helps to develop traffic on the existing lines,
305. Is it the opinion of the Commissioners that this extension will gain any traffic which they do not 
gain at the present time? You have shown that we aro likely to gain a lot of traffic which now goes by 
road to Grafton.
300. I do not think you will gain that? We shall get some of it.
307. I suppose one of the objects of the Commissioners in recommending the extension from Moree to 
Inverell is that the line will traverse a large area of country ? It will open up a large area of country. 
It will give the Inverell people a western market, and it is a fair line to make. For the same amount of 
money we can give so much better advantages to the country generally.
308. J do not think we have had a recent estimate of the Glen Innes line ? I think it must come to more 
than £279,000. Mr. Deane’s original estimate for the Inverell line was, I think, a little under £400,000, 
and of course it is an expensive line to work.
309. The distance is 31i miles further to Werris Creek via Moree than via Glen Innes ? Yes.
310. And do the Commissioners think this distance will be more than compensated for by the com
paratively easy grades and tbe consequently less expensive maintenance? There are other advantages. 
There is the easier country, for instance. You open up a greater area of country, and the money to 
be spent in tbe first instance is considerably less. You also give other advantages—you give tbe 
Inverell people a western market, and you open up a very large area of Crown lands. There aro large 
areas in the counhy, lying immediately west of Inverell, open for settlement.
311. How is the east of Inverell situated, so far as Crown lands are concerned? In the comity of 
Arawalta there are 803,846 acres ; in the county of Murchison, 318.810 acres ; in the county of Courallie, 
107,516 acres, which this line will cut into. In the county of Stapylton there are 316,250 acres, and in 
the county of Burnett there are 318,172 acres.
312. What is available east of Inverell ? I know there is not so much, because it is taken up.
313. Do you know why it is intended to leave out tbe town of Warialda, which was included in Mr. Deane's 
survey ? I. understand tho reason was that the line to the south would go into a better class of country. 
Immediately around Warialda the land, I believe, is not particularly good. To the south of Warialda it 
is good land.
314. That is only one reason why Warialda is being left out? That is one reason ; and it also gives a 
more direct route.
315. What would be the increased distance if the line went to Warialda ? I am not sure.
316. Mr. Roberts.^ Has there not been a desire on the part of the Government for many years past to 
give Inverell the advantage of railway communication? Yes.
317. What arc the various routes which have received consideration at the hands of the Commissioners? 
Only two at the bands of the Commissioners—Inverell to Glen Innes, and Inverell to Moree; but I 
know of my own knowledge that the Guyra route has been talked of.
31S. Hid the Commissioners ever report on any line except the Glen Innes to Inverell line ? I think not.
319. Can you tell the Committee whether the Commissioners view with favour the line from Guyra to 
Inverell? 1 do not think they do. As I say, they never reported upon it; they think this line is the 
best to serve the purposes of Inverell.
320. Have the Commissioners been over the proposed line from Moree to Inverell? Yes.
321. What is the distance from Glen Innes to Inverell ? It depends upon the survey you take. By the 
road. I think it is only 44 miles ; but the survey makes it between. 50 and 60 miles. Mr. Deane’s last 
survey, I think, made it 53-j- miles.
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322. Wlat ia tbe lowest estimate per mile for tbe construction of a railway from Glen Innes to Inverell ?
Mr. Deane’s estimate, I understand, was £8,000 per mile. McL^cmnn,
323. And tbe estimate of tbe line from Moree to Inverell is £2,898 ? Yes. That is £2,898, as against
£8,000. Mr. Deane, if 1 recollect aright, reduced that estimate by extending the line. g Sept., 1896.
324. Mr. Wright.'] The other day Mr. Deane said it would be £(5,000 per mile? I know be extended ’ 
tbe length to get a cheaper line.
325. Mr. Roberts,] "What would be the difference in the expenditure between making a line from Moree 
to Inverell and a line from Inverell to Glen Innes, oil the basis of £0,000 per mile from Glen Innes?
The difference in favour of Inverell would be, roughly speaking, £40,000 for the longer line. Although 
the Inverell line is longer by 43 miles, it will bo cheaper by £40,000 to make.
■326. Under the most favourable circumstances tbe lino from Moree to Inverell would cost £40,000 less 
than tbe line from Inverell to Glen Innes ? Yes.
327. "Would tho animal working expenses on a line from Moree to Inverell be less than they would be on 
a lino from Inverell to Glen Innes ? Ivo. The working expenses on the longer line would be greater.
At tho same time you would deal with a much larger traffic, because you would deal with a much larger 
local business. The whole result would be very much in favour of the Inverell-Moree liue. Naturally, 
to some extent the' working expenses would depend upon the amount of business to be done.
328. Then the annual expenditure would be more on the Inverell to Moree line ? I think it would be a
little more. .
329. But would you got a larger quantity of freight ? Yes, much larger.
330. Am I to understand that the actual return would show a much larger profit by the proposed route
than by way of Glen Innes ? Yes. ’
331. What is the estimated loss per annum if the line is constructed? About £2,800.
332. Can you tell mo how long a period will have to elapse before tbe line will become a paying one ? I
could not say that. Indirectly it may pay almost from the first, because it will bring additional traflic to 
the main line, and will belp to make it better paying : so that indirectly it may pay expenses from the 
start. " "
333. ̂ I suppose the estimated loss of £2,800 is a low one? It is a fair statement of traffic ; and the Com
missioners have taken no credit for the value of the traffic on the main line. It refers purely to local 
business. If we gain £3,000 or £4,000 of traffic on the main line we take no credit for it in connection 
with the proposed line-
334. Did not the Commissioners, a few years ago, favour tbe construction of tbe line from Glen limes to 
Inverell ? I do not think so.
335. Did they ever report in favour of it ? No; they made no recommendation. They simply pointed out
that there would be a considerable loss if tbe line wore made. "
■336. Should this line bo constructed, would the Commissioners favour connecting Inverell and Glen Innes?
T do not think so. There is certainly no intention at present of making the connection.
337. Do you know whether they have given the matter any consideration ? They would naturally con
sider it. They recommended this route as against the other, and showed their reasons for doing so.
338. I suppose tho fact of: Narrabri and Moree being connected by railway has opened up that part of 
the country, and suggested the prosent proposal ? Yes. If the railway had stopped at Narrabri, I do 
not think the Commissioners would have recommended this extension.
339. Have the Commissioners considered the desirableness of taking the line 4 miles out of Warialda— 
past Warialda ? I think they have,
340. Do notjfcliey consider Warialda of sufficient importance to connect it with the railway system of the
Colony ? ' Not in view of the disadvantages which that would entail.- You are dealing with a line having 
for its object a through traffic, and also opening up country ; and both these objects arc heifer served by 
a direct lino which goes a little distance out of Warialda. ' ’
341. But is not Warialda a settled and prosperous town likely to give a large amount of traffic to the 
railway ? The township, in itself, would not give a great amount of traffic ; the district would. It does 
not matter much to tbe settlers and squatters about there whether they have to go 2 or 3 miles extra.
342. But would not the Commissioners consider that, in view of the possibility of Warialda increasing 
in importance, it would be well, if tbe line were constructed, to have a station at Warialda ? They would 
opposite the township; but not to run into tbe town. It would cost a large sum of money, and would 
also lengthen tbe journey.
343. AVhat would be the extra cost if it went to AA^arialda? I do not think that has been worked
out. It would, of course, depend a good deal upon tbe country you had to go through, According to 
the average cost, it would cost about £12.000. ~
344. Is it not a fact that in tbe past, where towns have been passed by. as it is proposed to pass by Warialda,
ultimately either a branch line or a tramway has had to he constructed in order to connect the town 
with the railway system. Take, for instance, Yass. Many years ago, although Yass was a very old and 
prosperous town, the railway was taken past its doors, and ultimately a large expenditure of money was 
incurred by the construction of a tramway to connect the town with the railway station ? Yass is the 
only place I can think of where that has been done. Yass, of course, is a much bigger nlace than 
Warialda. 60 1
345. Haying that in view, would it not be well for tbe Commissioners to consider tbe advisableness of
giving Warialda railway communication? So far as the actual route of tbe line is concerned, that is a 
matter for tbe Department of Public Works; but I think tbe opinion of the Bail way Commissioners is 
that it is better to take tbe direct route as shown. "
346. AVhat is the population of Inverell? 2,534 according to tbe last census.
347. Is that for the town of Inverell alone? Tor the town and immediate surroundings.
348. And the soil all round the district is remarkable for its fertility ? Yes ; it is a fertile district.
349. Is tbe line from Werris Creek to Inverell level all the way ? "Yon will see by the plan that in one
place there is what you would call a severe grade of I in 50 and 1 in 55 ; but that, at a small expense, 
could be cut out, and yon would practically have a level line throughout. ’
350. Do tbe grades increase as you approach Inverell ? No ; they are very favourable. I may mention 
that Mr. Lee asked me on a former occasion what was the lift on the old line from Werris Creek-Moree-
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Inverell. The lift spoken, of—6,GOO feet—was at the termination, where yon start for Inverell. Taking 
MoLaeJilan, ^ gimi]ar point to Moree it would be 1,297 feet. To Inverell you rise about 2,400 feet.

351. What is the total lift between Werris Creek and Inverell ? 3,700 feet. The 0,G00 feet lift is only 
« isofi to Glen Innes. From Glen Innes to Inverell would be 563 feet. Tbe ruling grade from Inverell to Glen

’ Innes is 1 in 60—coming this way.
352. Between Glen Innes and Inverell the greater part of the country is alienated? So T belieie.
353. Do you know what is the feeling of the people of Inverell with regard to the proposal under con
sideration ? I understand the majority of the people of Inverell prefer a connection by way of Moree.
354. Tou say the Commissioners recommended this route in preference to any other? Yes.
355. Mr. Blade.'] With regard to the Glen Innes-Inverell line, are you aware that in 1SS4, the 
estimate of the construction of that line was £12,844 per mile ? 1 know it was very heavy. That was 
when Mr. Wright was Minister for Public Works.
356. Now the amount is reduced to a little over £6,000 per mile ? Tes ; it must be borne in mind that 
although tbe estimate per mile is reduced, tbe line has been lengthened about 10 miles.
357. In estimating the amount of traffic which would be gathered in by the railway, was it reckoned that 
any would come from the Barraba-Bingara direction ? There might bo a little from Bingara; but Mr. 
Harper went through the district obtaining evidence, and he will give evidence.
358. The Commissioners do not apparently think that the construction of a railway from Manilla would 
tap any part of the country which otherwise would be served by the Inverell-Moree line? Not to 
interfere with the construction of that line. Of course, at the present time some of the Warialda traffic 
does come to Manilla and Tamworth; but the estimate they give is a fair one, considering all the 
circumstances.
359. They have no idea whether one line will materially interfere with the other? Nut in view of the 
distance they are apart.
36Q. It appears to me that one of the main reasons for the construction of the line is, according to the 
Commissioners, the encouragement of settlement ? Yes, and at the same time tiie line is a profitable one 
to make,
361. If it fails to encourage settlement, will it then be profitable? Practically yes—on the present traffic, 
population, and resources.
362. Is it not rather a long stretch of country between the two towns without any intermediate service ? 
Yes, but at the same time it is good country between the two towns, and it is likely to be productive.
363. That being so, one of the primary objects must be the encouragement of settlement ? The Commis
sioners say there is no doubt the construction of the line will lead to a fair additional settlement of the 
district, but even on our present experience the line will practically pay for itself and interest as well. 
There is settlement there, and nearly the whole trade of the district will be served by the railway.
364. Is it proposed to fence the line ? I think not. That is a matter with winch the engineer will 
deal.
365. In the Railway Commissioners’ report the annual expenditure is estimated at 3-|- per cent. ? Yes.
366. Is not that rather high? If anything it is high, according to the present value of money, but perhaps 
it is a wise thing to have it rather over than under. 1 believe that at the present time any of the Colonies 
can borrow at 3 per cent.
367. Were you asked any question as to why the Commissioners have made no qualification with regard 
to the compensation for land? Yes, Mr. Lee asked the question. The Commissioners have laid it down 
as a general rule, in dealing with new lines, that the land required should be given or acquired free, where 
it is reasonable to do so ; and in two eases—the Berrignn-Finley line and the Tumworth-M.milla line— 
they thought it should be a condition that the people should combine, so that the land should cost the 
Government nothing. With regard to this line, as with a number of others, they would not make it an 
absolute condition that the land should be given free. At the same time they think that the Government 
should, as far as possible, obtain the land required for the construction of the lino free ; but they would 
not make that an absolute condition so far as their recommendation was concerned.
368. Do you know any reasou why they make a distinction in these cases? There is a number of 
circumstances to be taken into consideration. The line is a favourable one in itself, and they do not think 
it should be altogether shut ont if a small sum has to be spent in land compensation.
369. But do you not think, where a railway line is carried through small holdings, the bulk of which arc 
agricultural holdings and through good town lots, that the damage clone to the small holdings is of a 
greater character than it would be where the line—as in the Moree-Inverell district—runs over large 
pastoral areas, and where the return to the squatter is infinitely in advance of the damage done to his 
territory ? That is so.
370. Do you not think, under these circumstances, it is a most peculiar and unparalleled circumstance that 
there should be no recommendation in this case;—it appears to me that in this case, more than in most 
others, there should be a recommendation ? In regard to the Manilla line tbe Commissioners say that it 
could not be expected that the small holders would give their land free. They specially exempted them.
371. They did not do that with regard to the Berrigan railway? In that connection they said that ihey 
did not expect a man who had a 4mall holding to give his land absolutely free. They thought that where 
the line was to be of benefit to the district, and it was not so profitable to the State as Ibis line will be. 
the people should combine. It was thought that whore a man had £20 worth of damage done to him for 
a small benefit, the people who derived large benefits should assist to pay him.
372. In this instance the station-holders will he largely benefited ; first, from the fact that they will he 
able to (ruck their stock m times of drought,; and, in addition to that, you anticipate that there will be 
such an influx of settlement, duo to the construction of the line, that they will be able to rent out. their 
land for agricultural purposes at 5s., 6s.. 7s., or even ]0s. per acre ;—why should not these men, who will 
benefit so largely, compensate those landholders out of fhe funds they themselves create for any damage 
or severance which may he incurred by the construction of the railway. It appears to me a most peculiar 
circumstance ? But fhe Commissioners have all through laid it down that they think the land should ho 
given free, but they are not prepared to make an absolute condition in their recommendation that if all 
the land is not ghen free the line should be abandoned.
373. The Commissioners should be absolutely fair in these matters. In cases where the balance is so 
much in favour of the people through whoso property the railway will run, the statement should be even

stronger
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stronger than in connection with any of the cases you have mentioned? Tiie statement is the same in jjcjjuc'|1]an
this case as in niiy of the others which have been mentioned. They have always thought that in connection jij ’
unth new lines the land should be given free. In every report they have made, with one or two exceptions,
they have not referred to the land question. If you read nine out of ten of their reports you will see g gept., 1896.
that they do not refer to the land. They have laid it down as a general principle, that the G-ovcrnment
should arrange as far as possible for tho land to be given free. They have no power themselves to deal
with land. They can simply recommend to the Government that in their opinion land for new railways
should be given free. _
374. Are we to understand that they do not make a recommendation of that character in this instance, 
because they think it is understood by tho Committee that that is their opinion? Yes, I think so ; but 
they would not go so far in this instance as to sajr that it should bo an absolute condition that the line 
should be abandoned unless all the land is given free.
375. In the event of the line being constructed, do you think it will be used by the storekeepers of 
Inverell, and the station-holders, for the conveyance of goods to the Sydney and Newcastle markets? Yes.
376. You think they would pay for the 34£ miles of increased railway rate, and incur the further delay of 
bringing their goods round by Narrabri to Moree ? I think they are likely to get the traffic.
377. Mr. 0>0onnor.'\ What is the distance between Inverell and Moree? Ninety-six miles.
378. And between Glen Innes and Inverell? About 53 miles. Of course Moree to Werris Creek 
is slightly shorter than Werris Creek to Gleu Innes.
379. Mr. Black.] You think, then, so far as the general traffic towards Inverell is concerned, the Com
missioners can compete with carriage via Grafton, and thence by team to Inverell ? Yes; the 
Commissioners will be in a much better position to compete than they are to-day.
380. Can you give us any idea ns to what will be the cost per truck ? I do not think that has been 
absolutely determined.
381. Do yon think goods could bo carried for £4 a ton ? I would not like to say without further con- 
sideratiou.
382. What is the highest grade from Inverell to Moree ? One in 100 coming to Sydney, and 1 in 80 
the other way. The heavy traffic—grain, live stock, and wheat, would be workiug this way. Tbe easiest 
grade is with the traffic.
383. And tiie heaviest grade between Glen Innes and Inverell ia 1 in GO ? Yes. I have already furnished 
the Committee with the haulage power of an engine on the different grades.
384. Vice-Chairman.] Is it intended to make Inverell the terminus of the line? Tor the present.
385. Is there any intention of making it branch north from any point on the line between Moree and 
Inverell ? Not that 1 know of.

. 386. Has any consideration been given 1o the probability of a line in the future, from any point between
Moree and Inverell? There has been from Moree ; but I do not think from points between. ’
387. In tbe estimate of the cost of tbe construction of this line you have not estimated for rolling stock, 
and in the estimate for tbe line between Condobolin and Broken Hill you‘have provided £100,1)00 for 
rolling stock—is that so ? Yes.
388. As this proposal will necessitate haulage over nearly 100 miles of railway, will additional rolling stock 
be required ? There may be a small amount of additional rolling stock required, but in connection with 
branch lines, tbe Commissioners look upon the main line rolling stock as being able to work it. If we had 
to spend £10,000 in additional rolling stock, it would only mean £300 a year. It would not be a large 
item.
389. Why the distinction between the two lines ? It is such an exceptional line—360 miles as against
all tbe branch Hues being under 100 miles—that the Commissioners have not provided for additional rolling 
stock, and they have intended to work them so as not to embarrass tbe branch lines with the main lino 
rolling stock. _
390. Therefore you have made your estimate for the Inverell line under rather favourable conditions ?
Yes. At tbe outside it would not add more than a few hundreds a year to it.
391. You would not place it in tbe category of unprofitable lines ? It would not pay working expenses 
and interest, according to the estimate, to start with. Unprofitable lines are those which do not return 
interest and working expenses.
392. Do you regard a line unprofitable which returns a substantial portion of tbe interest? They have 
been shown in the list of unprofitable lines, but this line, in particular, would give you a large additional 
traffic on the main line.
393. re the possibilities of tbe proposed line encouraging? Yes, the Commissioners think so. The
large traffic now going by team would most likely be taken over the main railways. •
394. So that in the course of a very few years the line would be taken out of the list of unprofitable 
lines ? 1 should think so.
395. Some of the branch lines have already been removed from that list—tbe Junee to Hay line for 
instance? Yes ; the last return in regard to that line just about cleared itself.
396. With regard to tho cost of haulage—I observe you are carrying grain at something less than one- 
third of Id. per ton for a distance of 500 miles ? Yes.
397. Is there any margin of profit? No ; not for that distance.
398. Would yon place hay and grain under the same tariff? Yes—that is, of course, flour produced in 
the district coming towards the sea port.
399. Do you carry both at a loss ? There is certainly no profit in it. There is no profit in the carriage 
of the article itself, but it has always been looked upon as giving a profit in return traffic.
400. Then from what particular class of produce do you expect to derive a profit ? General goods, and 
machinery.
401. That would be the down trafiie ? Yes. Of course wool pays a good rate too.
402. You have made an estimate of about £13,000 earnings by the line ? Yes.
403. Are we to understand there will be no profit on the up traffic ? Of course, a good deal of traffic 
would be wool, which pays a good rate.
404. There would be very little profit on any other traffic with the exception of wool? You might say 
traffic oilier than farm produce.
405. What other produce do vou refer to ? Hides, tallow, skins, and live slock.

366—C ‘ 406.
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MeLaciikn, am' ^ou uo^ c:lljyil!S a rate for those articles ? At a much higher rate than for grain.
Esq. ’ ' . ?■, lna^er °t hict X believe that, charging the average rate of interest on the total cost of the

i--—\ railways, it would come out at 3j per cent? 1 think that that ■would" be somewhere about the last 
8 Sept., 1890. return—1 have not the exact figures with me.

ano e£LrDings have been nearly 3-1 per cent. ? Tes ; £3 8s, IGd.
409 Woujd that be after making provision for nearly £400,000 of annual loss on what you call unpro-ntable lines . Ties ; that is speaking of the railways as a whole. *
410, Ihen, had it not been for the loss of traffic directly attributable to the drought, instead of there 

eing a loss there would have been a profit, inasmuch aa the earnings would have exceeded 3f per cent.? \es. J
411. The report is up to June last? Tes.
412. Since then you have had two months’ experience? Tes.
413. Are you able to say whether, up to this time, there is tbe prospect of a more favourable year than 
the one through which we have passed ? Tes; the prospect is more favourable.

. So that it is quite probable that 3f per cent, may be earned ? 1 can say that the prospects are much 
more tavourable now than they were this time last year.
415. Then you think the Commissioners are disposed to take a little risk in recommending the line ? 
they look upon brighter times being ahead.
416. If you can carry grain at a cost of one-third of a penny per mile over a distance of 500 miles, how is
it you are unable to convey ore from Broken Hill to Sydney, a distance of 700 miles, for less than ^d. ? 
Ihe Commissioners, of course, do not carry grain at a profit over that distance, but they look upon getting 
a r('-fcurn traffic which makes the rate a profitable one. Of course, there are many things in connection 
wi railway traffic which make the rates seem anomalous. Por instance, one of the English companies 
c arged a different rate for walking-sticks to that for umbrella handles, although they are practically 
the same, on account of the return traffic. 1
417. Ton make a distinction between bags of sugar and bags of flour on the lllawarra line? Tes, the charge for sugar is higher than for flour.
418. But the weight is the same ? Tes ; of course, rates are fixed to some extent on an ad valorem basis, 
ihere are several considerations. Ton charge what you think the traffic can bear.
41'J. In connection with the Condobolin to Broken Hill proposal, it was stated that it would not be 
possible to carry ore from Broken Hill for less than if], per ton ? Tes.
420. "Without explanation it would appear to bo contradictory to say that you can carry grain at one-third 
® 3 fi5.nT1J ‘.. '■es ’ ^ y°u had nothing else to carry the other way, there would be no profit, 
or 7hen a 1 y.0ur profit 'vouId come Practically from the back loading? Tes.

422. A comparison has been made between the proposals to construct a line between Glen Innes and 
Inverell, and Moree and Inverell ? Tes.
423. The Moree-Inverell line will have an advantage over the other proposal, inasmuch as you would 
^rve nearly 100 miles of country, as against less than 50 miles between Inverell and Glen Junes ?
4^4, Would that mean largely increased traffic? I think it would ; and the Commissioners, of course estimate that also, " ’ ’

Between £7,000 and^hat have you estimated for the traffic between Glen Innes and Inverell ?
£8,000, as against £13,000 for the line between Moree and Inverell.
426. So that besides the question of lower cost, you have taken into consideration the additional earnings 
winch will result from the longer extension ? Tes.
427. Will the cost of working the line between Werris Creek and Inverell be less, by comparison, 
owing to the better grade ? Naturally that must occur.
428. What have you estimated as tbe probable cost of working between Inverell and Werris Creek, via 
Moree, and via Glen Innes to Werris Creek ? No detailed estimate has been made, except, of course, 
that you know you can haul bigger loads one way as against the other.
w ' -V?U would equalise the difference in length—34 miles? I would not say that

altogether, because there are so many circumstances you have to take into consideration. That is only 
one factor of a number giving an advantage in favour of the longer line.
irai wu yi°U n0ti everJ.year conducting the traffic at a reduced cost per mile ? That is so.
431. What was the saving last year, compared with the previous year? The proportion was about the
same, there was not much difference between 1895 and 1896. The percentage of worfciim expenses to 
revenue was about the same—55, as against 54f There was a slight increase in 1896. That was due to the reduced tramc, -
432. What was the difference between the net profit per train mile in the years 1895 and 1896? Tho
advantage was in favour of 1895; but if you compare LS95 with some of the previous years, vou will find 
there is a difference of one shilling in favour of the present time. ”
433. What was the net profit in 1895 ? 3a. 5|d *
434. And in 1896 ? 3s. 3-^d.
435. So that the year 1895 was better than the year 1896 by 2d. ? Tes. That of course had been due to 
Jioe1 vw™ tra®c- had to keep up the same establishment to a large extent.

as not the reduced traffic in a large measure attributable to the drought? Tes.
437. Have you any estimate showing the rate per mile of tbe whole of the tonnage for the year 1896 ?
les, 1-44 or 1 id. practically. J

438. Looking at the figures in the Railway Commissioners’general report, are you prepared to say that
f4e“e„Tf rf SSL'nTSil “f P'01”“!d r"i,W“y Im'e'eI1 ^ b“,, b“ed "l™ *hli

439. And having regard to the rates which'prevailed during those years ? Tes. Of course the Commis
sioners have the experience of other branch lines to guide them. Thev know what expense they are going to be put to. They can estimate them very clearly. ‘ J fe b
440. Is it proposed to charge ordinary or special local rates between Moree and Inverell ? Between 
ftTroVS rati™1*6 1 ^ ^ °f C°Urfe’m ltSelf a locil1 rate’ but for through traffic we shall, I think, charge

441.
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441. In connection with several proposals recently considered by the Committee, it was understood that H
a local rate would be charged? Yes; on some of the branch lines a local rate is charged, and also a 1 C^SC( an’ 
through rate. It all depends on circumstances.
442. I wish to know whether you have taken into consideration in your estimate the probability of local g gept^ is96. 
rates being charged ? Local experience is the result of the working of other branch lines. The Commis
sioners know, by working a somewhat similar line, so far as length and other things are concerned—the
Cobar line—what the working expenses will come to. "With regard to rates, they can estimate pretty 
well what tonnage of traffic they will get. Asa matter of fact, we are now charging through rates from 
Moree to Sydney. We do not charge a local rate there, and most likely we shall have a through rate on 
to Inverell. In fact I think it will be absolutely necessary, _ _
443. Is your evidence this—that the annual cost has not been under-estimated, and that the anticipated 
earnings have not been over-stated ? Yes ; the Commissioners think it is a fair statement of the case.
444. So that in dealing with the proposal the Committee may regard the probable loss for a time only as 
being under £3,000 a year ? Yes.
445. That is exclusive of the interest on additional rolling stock ? Yes, which would he a small sum.
440. Jlfr. ies,] The height of Ben Lomond station is 4,471 feet, Trom there to Llangothlin we have a 
down grade ? Yes.
447. Yrom Llangothlin to Guyra, a distance of 7 miles, there is a rise of 110 feet? Yes.
448. From Guyra to Armidale there is a fall ? Yes.
440. From Armidale to Kelly’s Plains—5 miles—there is a rise of 150 feet ? Yes.
450. From Kelly's Plains to Uralla there is a down grade. From Uralla to "Wallan—15 miles—a rise of 
IIS feet, and from Wallan to Tain worth there is a continuous down grade ? Yes.
451. Having all these points, i< is difficult to find where there is any stiff grade between any of the two 
points indicated ? The best answer I can give is, that I will show for the inspection of the Committee tiie 
actual grades existing between Ben Lomond and Werris Creek, Although a line may show 200 feet 
between two stations, there may be some awkward grades to work in between these two stations,
452. The station at the Kawkesbury River is 0 feet above sea level, and the next station—Berowra—a 
distance of 8 miles—is 067 feet high. Is not that the ruling grade of the Great Xorthern line from the 
border to Sydney ? It is a 1 in 4U grade from there.
453. Is there nothing stiffer than that? Ko, we have nothing stiffer than 1 in 40. I daresay that Mr,
Ewing asked me questions the other day with regard to the power of an engine on different grades.
I spoke of an engine on a 1 in 40 grade at 10 miles an hour hauling 210 tons. On a 1 in 80 grade the 
same load could he hauled at 20 miles an hour, and on a 1 in 100 grade at 23 miles an hour. That is to 
say, the speed can be doubled with the same load on a 1 in 80 grade as against a 1 in 40 grade. ’

WEDNESDAY, 9 SEPTEMBER, 1896.
tlrmirt:—

The Hon. FREDERICK THOMAS HUMPHERY (Vice-Chairman).
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
Georoe Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq,

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Moree to Inverell.
John Harper, Esq., Goods Superintendent, Department of Railways, sworn, and examined :—

454. Mr. Roberts.'] Have you made a report to ihe Railway Commissioners as to the probable traffic on J. Harper, 
the proposed line ? Yes, it is as follows ;— Esq.

7 August, 1896, s—■—s
Proposed. Pailmiy to InrtreU. , 9 Sept., 1896.

When the Commissioners reported on 1st December. 1890, on this proposed line the estimated riost of construction from 
Glen Innes was given as £492,400, and the mileage as 44 miles 87 chains. The annual coat was shown as follows :—

Capital cost at 3 J per cent................................................................................................................. £17,234
Whilst the working expenses were estimated as under :—

Traffic Branch........................................................... ........................... ...................... £1,756
Locomotive Branch...................................................................................................... 1,500
Permanent-way Branch............................................................................................... ‘ 3,040

' --------- 6,296

Total annual cost ....................................................................................................... £23,530

The estimated revenue was as follows :—
Coaching..................... .......................
Mails ................ ................................
Goods ................................................

£3,000
500

4,290

£7,790
In April, IS91. a further revision had been made by the Construction Branch, reducing the cost of construction to 

£427,400, the length being 54 miles 34 chains. On this estimate the Commissioners revised the cost of working expenses, 
making them £7,12S.

The revenue was shown as
Coaching ..............................................................................   £3,200
Mails................................................................................................................................................... 500
Goods ............................................................................................................................................... 4,500

' £8,200
From a return furnished by the Construction Branch after 22n<l January, 1896, a further revision was made, giving 

the total length of hue between Glen limes and Inverell as 52,} miles, and the estimated cost, £317,908.
The



1240

20 FAULIAMEXTAKY STANDIi'G C0MJI1TTBE ON PUBLIC WOfiKS.

J, Harper, 
Esq.

ssepC^ses.

,, , ,T^e. Commissioners’ first, estimate of the traffic on tho proposed lino Hctween Glen Innes ami Inverell, is hased upon
tnc following figures, through rates being adopted for the purpose :—

S70 tons, A & B traflic, at 3s. 6d........................................................................... £132 o 0
1,161 tons, 1st and 2nd class, at 10s............................................................................. f>S0 10 0
1,462 tons, 3rd class, at 16s. 9d.................................................................................................. 1,143 1) o

Outwards Traffic-
Wool, 2,200 tons, at 3s. £)d....................................
Sheep, 400 trucks, at 12s. 4d.................................
Cattle, 400 trucks, at liis.......................................
Wheat, maize and potatoes, 3,500 tons, at Is. 6d,
Hay, 1,000 tons, at Is. lOd. ................................
B class, 250 tons, at 4s. Gd....................................
Tin ore, 1,000 tons, at 4s. 6d................................

Coaching—
Passengers, 3,000 at 10s..........................................

Ho 3,250 at 8s...........................................
Parcels.....................................................................

,Cl,876 4 0

£412 10 0 
203 6 S 
300 0 0 
262 10 0 
05 13 4 
56 5 0 

223 0 0

1,500 0 0 
1,300 0 0 

200 0 0
£4,615 5 0

Mails. £6,491 9 0 
500 O 0

Total..............................................................£6,991 9 0

New estimate, 101 miles.
Goods, 3,000 tons, at 10s.....................................................................
Wheat, hay, straw, chuff, &c., 5,000 tons at Ss. (spec,i,all"".,".,".,..!
Wool, 1,000 tons, at 17s. 6d. .......................... . .......... .
Live stock, 230 trucks, at 2os...........................................................
Passengers, 5,600 at 10s.........................................................

£1,500 0 0 
2,000 0 0 

S75 0 0 
312 0 0 

2,S00 0 O

Tho Wannldu estimate, at which ]>oint a large volume of traffic will come in 
which would not have reached Inverell even assuming tiie line had been 
extended from Glcu Innes to that point, is as follows—

Goods, 1,000 tons, at 10s......................................................................
Wool, 2,000 tons, at 3d. per ton per mile equal to 13s. 4d................
Livestock 2,290 trucks, at 20s.............................................................
Passengers, 2.400 at 5s..........................................................................

£4 723 0 0
Mails, 101 miles, at £12 per mile....................................................................................... l’oi2 0 0

£13,422 0 0
The estimate of the mails in view of the reduced length of the line by taking tho southern route would he £24.
At the present time the wool in the Warialda district finds its way to either Tamworth, Gnnnedah or Narrabri.

.... H will be seen in the Warialda sheep district alone there is equal to 1,481,873 sheep and 56,710 cattle, but in 
addition to tins there are certain jiastora] areas in the Moree Stock district which would also use the projected line. In view 
of the fact that we carry about 8,000 bales of wool annually from Glen Lines the estimate of 1,000 tons from that point 
equal to about 5,500 bales cannot be regarded as excessive. '

I have endeavoured to obtain information from the Lands Office as to the total area of Ciown lands available in the 
comities which would be served by this line, but it is represented that this would be the work of some days, and tho only 
information I have been able to obtain has been as to the lands which arc immediately available for settlement.
4.55, Your total estimated traffic amounts to £ 13,422 P Yes. I think that differs from the Commissioners’ 
report, because since they had the altered distance they have dealt with the mails.
456. That estimate would show an annual loss of about £3,000 P Yes.
457. Notwithstanding that the figures show a loss of about £3,000 per annum, do you think the con
struction of the line would bo justified ? 1 think if a line to Inverell is to be built it is desirable to carry it that way. J
458. I presume you have been over the country between Moree and Inverell ? Yes.
459. Is there much settlement along there now P There is a good deal on the south bank of the river,
away back from Warialda, and between Warialda and Inverell there is considerable settlement. *
460. In making your calculations, have you speculated at all as to auy increased traffic. Upon what basis 
have you compiled the figures ? I have worked them out upon the number of sheep within a trafficable 
area of Warialda. As far as Inverell is concerned, that is necessarily more or less speculative.
461. Have you every reason to believe that the estimate of traffic will be well within the mark ? Yes I
have no reason to expect it will bo less than that. ’
462. You have had a good many years experience in preparing estimates ? Yes.
463. As a rule have your figures been found to be correct? As a rule, they have.
464. Bo you think the construction of the line will lead to greater settlement in that part of the country
between Moree and Inverell ? I think so. J
465. Is the land about Inverell very fertile? It is exceptionally good. Trom a point 4 miles bevoud
Warialda to Inverell it is splendid land, J
466. A fine wheat-growing country ? Yes, it will grow anything.
4G7._ Looking at the map, you will see that the proposed line from Moree to Inverell leaves Warialda about 
4 miles distant from it ? Yes.
468. Do you not think it desirable that Warialda should he tapped by the railway ? Warialda is onlv a
comparatively small town with a population of 600; and I think it would materially add to the cost of the 
line to take it there. Another idea in connection with the line being taken further south is, that no 
doubt it will be used to a certain extent by the people of Hi 11 gara. ’
469. How far is Bingara away ? Twenty-six miles. I think.
470. Would much traffic come from Bingara? Very little. I think the low grade traffic on which low
rates are charged for long distances would probably come that way. I do not attach much importance 
to the Bingara traffic m connection with this line. .

£7,487 0 0

500 0 0 
1,333 0 0 
2,290 0 0

600 0 0

471.
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471. lu submitticg your figures to the Kaihvay Commissioners did you include the Bingara traffic ? No.
472. How far towards Glen Innes would your estimate include? Nothing towards Glen Inues at all—
not beyond Inverell. <
473. N'othing east of Inverell ? No. '
474. In your opinion, would there be a larger amount of traffic on the proposed line, than there would bo 
on the line constructed from Glen Innes to Inverell ? I think so ; in fact, I am sure of it, because it 
will pick up traffic at Warialda which would never have gone to Inverell.
475. Is the country equally as good between Glen Innes and Jnverell, as between Inverell and Moree? 
I think most of the country between Warialda and Inverell is better than that between Glen Innes and 
Inverell. There is a lot of very good country between Moree and Warialda, on the south of the proposed, 
line.
476. 1 suppose it is all similar in character ? No ; it is chiefly black and chocolate volcanic soil between 
Warialda and Inverell; and between Warialda and Moree it is ordinary red soil.
477. Is the soil similar in character down to Werris Creek ? Excepting that the country is more plain 
country.
478. East of Warialda the soil increases in richness ? Tes.
479. And on that ground yon think a large amount of settlement will probably take place if the line is 
constructed? Tes. As a matter of fact most of the existing settlement about Inverell lies to the north 
and south of the proposed line between Warialda and Inverell.
480. I understand that the country all the way from Werris Creek to Inverell, can be described as com
paratively level ? It is, as compared with the main northern lino.
481. lleferring to the country between Inverell and Glen Innes—is that nearly all alienated from the
Crown? Tes ; I understand it is. ■
482. Is there plenty of land available for settlement between Moree and Inverell ? Yes ; there is a good 
deal to the south of tbe proposed line, and north also.
483. If the line were constructed, would we get any traffic which does not now go over the New South 
Wales railways ? Tes. No doubt it would have the effect of drawing traffic which at present goes from 
Inverell to the coast, by road.
484. How far is it from Inverell to Glen Innes by road ? Forty-four miles.
485. How far is it from Glen Innes to Grafton? Ill miles.
48G. Tou say that a large amount of traffic goes from Inverell to Grafton ? Tes.
487. In forming your estimate, have you included the probability of our getting a fair amount of that 
traffic? I have estimated for Inverell considerably less than the railway and the teams carry there. 1 
have only given 3,000 tons of goods altogether, as being the whole of tho consumption both in and out 
of Inverell. I think probably that would be exceeded,
488. I suppose you could scarcely tell me how much is carried by teams from Inverell to Grafton at the 
present time ? I can only give an approximate amount. I think something like 1,400 or 1,500 tons, and 
vice versa.
489. What is the rate of carriage between Inverell and Grafton? It varies very much. The rates for 
wool, from Inverell to Glen Innes, are about 30s. a ton, and from Glen Innes fo Grafton, about 60s. a 
ton. That is about £4 10s. altogether.
490. Does the 1,400 or 1,500 tons represent wool and wheat? No, it does not include wheat. The Ghn 
Innes Examiner has published a statement which indicates that there were 701 hides, twenty-one bales of 
skins; but no wheat or produce of that kind carried.
491. Any wool ? Yes ; from Inverell there were 1,420 bales of wool.
402. Then wool would be the principal item to make up the t,400 or, 1,500 tons ? Tes ; but in addition 
to that there were 1,433 tons of merchandise which came to Inverell. Then, of course, there are goods 
which come to Glen Inues, and which are subsequently sent on from Inverell to Glen Innes, but which 
are not shown in this return.
493. Do the people of Inverell get their general merchandise from Sydney by way of Grafton and Glen 
Innes? No; as a matter of fact, there was more carried by rail than by the coast—necessarily; but 
still there is a good deal carried by the coast.
494. Out of the 1,500 tons sent from Inverell, how much do you estimate would come to the railway, if 
constructed, by way of Moree? I think if the line were built from Inverell to Moree it would all coinc.
495. There would not be any going by Grafton ? No.
496. Mr. Black.'] Did you say that 1,500 tons of produce were sent from Inverell ? That represents
everything in aud out—to and from Inverell. -
497. Jfr. Lee.] I thought you said 1,500 tons each way ? No; I did not mean that—I meant produce
in all directions. _
498. What is the actual traflic ? The actual traffic is 1,400 tons, or 1,500 tons, in and out.
499. That is both ways ? Tes.
500. Mr. Roberts.] Can you divide it, and tell us how much there is inwards, and how much there is 
outwards? I am afraid 1 could not.
501. You think that if the line is constructed the whole of the traffic will be carried by it ? Tes; I think 
there is a reasonable prospect of it.
502. Would it be carried at a cheaper rate. ? No doubt a differential rate would have to be made—the 
same as exists to-day at Glen Innes,
503. What would be the rate as compared with £4 10s. ? That I could not say. It would have to be 
adjusted if the line were built.
504. AVhat is your estimate of the passenger traffic ? From Inverell 5,600 passengers at 10s., or £2,800; 
from Warialda 2,400 passengers at 5s., or £600.
505. In making lhat estimate have you assumed that there would be a large influx of population to the 
district? No; that is based on the existing population. That practically gives one journey a year to 
each person resident in the district.
506. Do you generally find that that works out correctly ? Tes. I am inclined to think that it will be 
exceeded, because I think, if a connection were made with the western country, probably during the 
summer months, a good many people would travel there for the purpose of a change, and of taking 
advantage of the Inverell climate.

J. Harper,

Sept., 1896.
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.T. Harper, 507. Is the climate of Inverell exceptionall_y healthy ? Yes. _
■ll0<3* 508. What is the population of Inverell and district—I mean within the population area ? 5,600.

I® ^ a settle^ P0Pulati011 ? ^es- . ,
^ '' ' 510. Has it been increasing during the last few years, or does it show a decrease ? I do not think it has

been increasing.
511. But you think, if the line were constructed, there would he a. large amount of settlement, and, there
fore, increased population between Waiaalda and Inverell? Yes. _
512. Do you know the feeling of the people of Inverell with regard to the line? It is strongly in favour
of it. ,
513. Would it not strike one that they would prefer the Glen Innes route, as being nearer to the 
metropolis, and not occupying so much time in getting down to Sydney and Newcastle ? It is a question 
whether it would. The difference is only 34 or 38 miles, according to the varying distances given by the 
Construction Branch, and there would he easier grades on the proposed line.
514. Tho difference would be 34 miles each way? Yes.
515. So that a man living at Inverell would travel 68 miles locally by way of Moree, than by way of Glen 
Innes? Yes ; but he would nrobably travel under faster conditions owing to the more favourable grade. 
What I found the people urging most strongly was the fact that it would open up a market in the west 
for their produce.
516. What is the population of Warialda? In the town 600, and in the district 2,400.
517. You do not think Warialda is of sufficient importance to warrant the line going through it, or nearer 
to it? I do not think it would be justified. The country around Warialda is very rough.
518. I suppose that is the reason the line has been surveyed as we see it ou the map? Yes; when the 
survey was made on the north bank of the Gwydir, it also missed Warialda through the same cause.
519. Would not the people of Warialda be likely to want a tramway if the line were built 4 miles out of 
the town, in the same way as the Yass people have done ? No doubt they would want one; but I do not 
know whether they would get one. It would not cost very much to shift the whole of Warialda.
520. Does the tramway from the town of Yass to the railway station pay ? No.
521. Is it run at a loss ? Yes.
522. Mr. Wright.'] Would it ever pay? J think I can unhesitatingly say <:no.”
523. Mr. Holterfs.] At what radius from the centre of the town of Warialda would the population of 
2,400 be found ? .Forty or fifty miles, 1 think, north. The Bingara population area extends nearly to 
Warialda.
524. Then you do not think the importance of Warialda justifies the line being taken right to the 
town? No.
525. In the event of the line from Tamworth to Manilla being constructed, do you think it would be a 
preferable way of connecting Inverell with the railway system of the Colony by having a line from 
Manilla to Barraba and on to Bingara, aud thence to Inverell ? I do not think so. The cost would be 
very heavy indeed. It is very heavy country.
526. It would be very much nearer ivould it not ? Yes; tho distance to be travelled would be much less, 
hut it would be more expensive, and I do not know that it would not open up the same extent of country.
527. Of the two you prefer the present proposal ? Yes.
528. Do you know the line from Guyra to Inverell ? I have been over it.
529. What sort of country is it? It is not as good as that between Inverell aud Glen Innes.
530. Would you prefer the line from Inverell to Glen Innes to the line from Inverell to Guyra? Yes.
531. But you prefer the line from Moree to Inverell to either of them ? Yes.
532. Mr. O’Connor.] ] suppose your were specially selected and specially trusted by the Kailway
Commissioners to make an inquiry and to give a report? Yes.
533. And your report is based upon your own personal observation ? Yes.
534. 1 suppose that in any report you give you are only influenced by what you see, and by what your
sense of justice dictates ? Yes.
535. You would not he influenced in any way to say anything in your report which was not warranted by 
your personal observation, and by your industrious inquiries? I would not.
536. However, much you may desire to be in harmony with the head of your Department, your reports 
are based on your own inquiry as you go through the country? Yes.
537. Mr. Jllaak.] In reply to a question asked by Mr. Koborts with regard to tho Inverell people not 
caring to travel some 68 iniles ot extra distance, entailed by going via Moree, you said that that would he 
made up because they would travel under faster conditions ? I said it was possible they would on a better 
grade.
538. Do you want the Committee to understand that the pace travelled on the 53 miles between Glen 
Innes and Inverell, would he so much slower than on the 96 miles between Inverell and Moree? No; 
hut the whole distance was taken, assuming that it would be through to Sydney.
539. But in what way could they travel faster through to Sydney, seeing that you do not pickup the line 
to "Werris Creek going by Moree, and seeing that going via Glen Innes you pick up the fastest railway 
travelling we have in the Colony at Glen Inues. Do you not think you have made a mistake ? I do not 
think it is the fastest railway travelling wo have in the Colony.
540. It is the fastest on that lino ? Yes.
541. If you travel 422 miles at the fastest possible rate on that line from Glen Innes, and you only travel
somewhere about 200 miles at the fastest possible rate through Werris Creek, and then branch off to a 
line where the travelling is not so fast, how can it be possible that a man going from Inverell, via Moree, 
would travel under faster conditions than if he went to Sydney, via Glen Innes ? It is quite possible in 
view of the altered circumstances of traffic on the Narrabri line. .
542. Are they likely to prevail ? Increased traffic nould warrant the running of faster trains on that 
liue. As far as that matter is concerned, I am quite willing to admit that lhat at present could not be 
realised.
543. You seem to think that ihe climate of Inverell will prove attractive to summer residents ? That is 
to people in the Moree district and out on the north-wesl. I am not going to say that people would go 
from Sydney, but I think they would be inclined to go from Narrabri.
544. Have yon been at Inverell a whole season ? No, but I have been there during the summer time.

545.
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545. Would you be surprised to know that the temperature at Inverell during tho summer months is 
very little less than that of Tamworth P I do not know what the relative heights are;—probably Tam
worth is as high as that.
546. Do you think the Railway Commissioners by this circuitous route could land goods in Sydney or 
bfcwcastle, from Inverell, or carry them as cheaply from vSyduey to Inverell, as they can now he taken by 
team lo Grafton and t,hence by steamer to Sydney? Tes, I think they could. As I say a differential 
rate would have to bo made, but tbe object of course would be to save tbe traffic which is going that way.
547. Aro you aware that during the twelve months ending 3t)th June, 1896, there were 973 tons 3 grs.,
and 20 lb. of merchandise landed at South Grafton from Glen Innes for export to Sydney? Tes, that is 
quite probable. ■
548. Do you know that during the same period there were only 433 tons 16 cwt. 3 qrs.'aud 22 lb. carried 
from Inverell xo South Grafton for export to Sydney ? That may be right.
549. If tbe people at Glen Innes who are now in fairly direct communication with the metropolis, find it 
expedient to send a very large proportion of their produce to Sydney by Grafton, bow can the people of 
Inverell who, by the proposed line will be furnished with a very much more circuitous route to the metro
polis than have ihe people of Glen Innes be expected to send the built of their produce by railway, if the 
people of Glen Junes do not find it advisable to do so? I can quite conceive it would be possible to carry 
over the indicated line from bforce to Inverell more cheaply than you can carry from Glen Innes to 
Sydney at the present time.
550. You can carry over the proposed line more cheaply than from Glen Innes to Sydney? At the present
time. ’ " "
651. Is that because of the nature of the country? Tes.
552. The cost of haulage will be less? Yes,
553. I believe tbe distance from Inverell to Sydney, via Moree, is about 510 miles ? Tes.
554. And from Inverell to Newcastle via Moreo it is about 411 miles ? Yes.
555. You think then that on the Inverell-Moree-Sydney line, which is 510 iniles, you could carry goods 
more cheaply in proportion to distance than from Glen Innes to Sydney, which is only 422 miles ? Tes.
556. That is lo say the 69 iniles of extra haulage both ways will be compensated for by the reduced lifts ? 
Tes ; I would point out that as far as the Inverell business is concerned both tbe produce and population 
outside Inverell lie in a southerly direction.
557. IVbat about Elsmore and Tingba? The people of Tingha would be met equally as well by a line 
irom Moree to Inverell as by a line from Glen Innes to Inverell. Tingha lies away to the south-east.
558. Mr. O'Connor.'] That is your opinion ? Yes.
559. And you have spent some time in investigating the matter in the interests of the State ? Tes.
560. Mr. Jlhtck.] At what rate do you propose to carry cereals from Inverell to Sydney ? A special rate 
of 8s. per ton is proposed over the whole section of the line—that is between Inverell and Moree.
561. Mr. Wright.] Is that a local rate ? Tes.
562. You propose a local rate for that section ? Tes ; that would make it 21s. through to Sydney,
563. What will be the rate of carriage of wool ? From Inverell to Moree 17s. 6d, a ton.
564. What will be the through rale ? I cannot tell, because tbe 17s. 6d, would be absorbed in tbe other 
rate.

J. Harper, 
Esq.

9 Sepl., 1890.

565. What will be tbe carriage of ore per ton from Inverell ? I have really included that in the 3,000 
tons of goods. 1 did not make an allowance for ore at all, I took 3,000 tons as being the gross amount 
of traffic at 10s. a ton. ‘
560. What will be the rate for tbe carriage of flour ? Eight shillings per ton for wheat, straw, chaff, bay 
and flour. '
567. And for general goods ? Ten shillings between Inverell and Moree.
568. And iron? That will be included in the 10s.
569. And sugar? The same.
570. And live stock ? 250 trucks, at 25s. a truck, or £312.
571. Now, with regard to the carriage of goods the other way ? They are all included. The 3,000 tons 
represent all the goods with the exception of cereals, wool, live stock, and flour.
572. The carriage of general goods from Moree to Inverell would he 10s. per ton ? Tes.
573. That will he the proportion ? Yes.
574. Have you any idea what will bo the into from Sydney to Moree ? I have not, because the probabil
ities are that when we get to Moree, wo shall have to adopt a differential rate for the purpose of 
competing with Queensland.
575. Then, if goods can be landed in Sydney via Grafton by team and steamer at £3 per ton, do you think
the Railway Commissioners could successfully compote with that rate? I should not think they could if 
it could be done continuously. ’ J
576. If storekeepers have contracts for the landing of goods, and can land goods at £3 a ton all the year 
round, what then? I have not heard of any contracts as low as that. They may bo at Glen Innes, but 
not at Inverell. I could not find a single merchant at Inverell who could tell me that.
577. What are the McLean Brothers’rates ? When I was there the rate I got them was £4 a ton.
578. Mr. O'Connor.] Do you mean £4 a tou to Sydney ? Yes. I can understand, of course, that con
tracts may have been made just now with a certain motive.
579. Mr. Blade.] Tou anticipate a considerable amount of intermediate traffic between Inverell, Warialda, 
and Moree ? Yes.
580. What products do you think will be carried from Inverell towards Moree ? Wheat, hay, straw, 
chaff, and flour aro being carried at the present time under abnormal conditions.
581. And fruit? Yes.
582. Do you not think that within a very short space of time, the Moree district, as far as wheat is 
concerned, will be self-supplying? I doubt it. I.do not think the character of the soil about Moree is 
suitable.
583.^ Do you think it is too heavy? Tes; I do not think that wheat can be cultivated there with success, 
in view of tbe present rainfall.
684. I understand it is lighter soil nearer the border? No, it is heavier, if anything. The soil which 
will grow wheat is on the south bank of the river. No doubt wheat will be grown there if they have tbe 
means of transit. ‘ 385.



1244

24 PARLIAMENTARV STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

J. Hnrper, 
Ksq.
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5S5. In the event of the railway being constructed to Inverell, have you' taken into consideration the 
advisableness of carrying fruit at special rates ? I have not included fruit in my estimates at all.
5SG. Are you aware that fruit is one of the finest products of tho Inverell district? Undoubtedly.

' 587. Do you know that the apples, figs, pears, apricots, peaches, cherries, and strawberries are equal to 
anything grown in Tasmania ? Yes. As a matter of fact Moree is supplied at the present time by 
hawkers along the road.
588. Do you not think it would be advisable to encourage the industry for the benefit of the people of 
Sydney by making special rates ? There is no douht the rates would be made through to Sydney if the 
fruit produce of the district warranted it. I met ten hawkers on the road from Inverell to Moree.
589. Mr. Wright^] How long is it since you were in the district between Inverell and Moree ? About 
four months.
590. "Were you in Warialda? Yes, I stopped there twice.
591. Did you travel along the direct road ? By both the north and south banks of tbe river.
592. Is the country fairly well taken up between Moree and Inverell ? Yes.
593. If that is the case, how is it that ihe Secretary for Railways is able to tell us that there are immense 
areas of unalienated Crown lauds on the route ? So there are relatively. There are large areas to the 
north of Warialda and to the south which have not been thrown open.
591. But I am speaking of the route of the railway ? I would not say that they are on the immediate 
route of the railway ?
595. But within 10 miles ? Within that distance there, is a considerable area, -
596. You say it is largely taken up, and another witness says it is nearly all open for selection ? It is
not nearly all open for selection, hut large areas are. ” ,
597. You are under the impression that there is a large amount of Crown land available for occupation ? 
Yes.
598. And you think it will be taken up ? I do.
599. Some years ago you reported on the railway from Gleu Innes to Inverell ? Yes.
COO. Was your report on that line a favourable or unfavourable one? My idea then was that Inverell 
should have a railway. That was the effect of my evidence.
601. In answer to Mr. Roberts you stated that the land between Moree and Inverell was very good ? 
Between Warialda and Inverell chiefly ; and that it was also good land between Warialda and Moree ?
602. The whole way ? Hot all the way—not in the neighbourhood of Warialda.
603. How much bad land wilt ihere be? I should think there is about 15 miles of poor and worthless 
soil east and west of Warialda.
604. You say the land between Glen Innes and Inverell is inferior? Ko. I said it was no better than 
the land between Inverell and Warialda.
605. You have-stated that the people of Inverell arc in favour of the route to Moree? Yes.
606. Do you mean the people of Little Plains and Big Plains and that part of the country ? I mean the 
representative men of the town.
607. Some years ago_they were in favour of another route, were they not? I do not know whether this
route was under consideration at that lime. '
608. Is it not a fact that the people of Inverell have been so long disappointed in getting a railway that 
they are prepared to accept any scheme of railway communication ? I think there is a good deal in that. 
At the same time, they appear to think the western scheme will suit them better, and that they will find 
a market for their produce.
609. Do you know Mr, Sinclair, of Inverell ? Yes.
CIO. Is he in favour of this route ? Ho ; he is in favour of the Glen Innes extension.
611. Is Mr. Granger, the manager of the Bank of Hew South Wales, in favour of this route ? Ho.
612. But Mr. Eddie of Little Plain is in favour of it? Yes.
613. And the local flour-mill people at Inverell ? Yes.
614. What is your idea about the benefits to be conferred on Inverell from tbe western extension ? I 
think there is no doubt that a good deal of the produce grown about Inverell will find its way to the west 
as they anticipate. Then, as far as Inverell is concerned, I think the interests of Warialda deserve almost 
as much consideration in one direction as the interests of Inverell. I think, as a matter of fact, there will 
he more heavy loading put on at Warialda than at Inverell, except in the shape of produce.
615. Beyond Warialda it is very fine country ? Yes. ■
610. Capable of producing anything which can be produced in that climate ? North of Warialda it is 
more fitted for sheep aud cattle than anything else.
617. Speaking about the markets for the Inverell people;—is not the population west very limited? I
suppose there must be considerable population—10,000 or 12,000. Then, of course, there is tho 
consumption of fodder. .
618. But it is sparsely populated on the whole ? Yes.
619. Aud it is a district likely to be confined for many years to pastoral occupation ? Yes,
620. You say you do not think Moree is likely to be an active competitor with Inverell in the production 
of cereals ? Ho.
621. You think that district will remain pastoral for a considerable time ? Yes.
622. And, therefore, will have a sparse population? Yes.
623. That being the ease, where is the market to be obtained for the enormous wheat production of which 
the Inverell district is capable? It will have to find its way, I suppose, to tbe seaboard,
624. Then the effect of this railway will block the Inverell people for all. time from supplying wheat to 
the northern rivers or to any portion of Queensland which may require it? That opens up another 
question. My own impression is that if they had a railway to Glen Innes it is an open question whether 
they would supply the northern rivers. I do not think they would, because 1 think they can carry it 
cheaper by steamer from Newcastle and Sydney than from Inverell.
625. But you must recollect that they have, first, 400 miles to carry it by rail to Sydney ? Yes. Of
course, one thing fixes a selling rate. As far as that is coneernod, directly we begin to export London 
values would rule. 1
626. If I wanted to supply Mr. Humphcry with wheat, would T go the whole way round this table to do
it ? The probability is Mr. Humpbery would not want to buy from vou, that is. he could buy cheaper 
from some one else. ’ ' ' 027.
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627. Tbe man at Moree can buy bis wheat from tbe Adelaide grower, and land it almost as cheaply as the
man in Inverell could P Ho would not land it quite so cheaply, and that would make the difference to 
tbe Inverell man. _
628. I notice that you estimate the goods at £8,810 per annum ;—I am referring to the Moree extension ? 
That is from Inverell.
629. Coaching, £4,800 per annum ; mails, £1,1 SS per annum? Tes. _
630. The Hail way Commissioners charge £12 per mile for carrying mails on the main lines? Iso ; more 
than that. They get as much as £20.
631. Is this a fair estimate for cairying mails on a branch line ? Tes.
032. Do you know that the mails between Inverell and Glen Innes are now carried for £48 per annum 
by coaeb ? That is quite probable. _
633. And yet you nroposc to charge £1,100 for the same services. By that means are not you building 
up an estimate unfairly. Tou arc charging ten times more than for currying the mails than is charged 
by coach ? That is a matter of policy which does not affect me. It is not my estimate at all.
634. But does it not seem to you to be au unfair way of obtaining an estimate ? 'Will you pardon me for 
not answering that question.
635. Answer it with any explanation you like? The only explanation I can offer is that it is what the 
’Railway Commissioners are credited with. There are services rendered—1 do not mean to say they would 
be worth tho extra money—which are not rendered by the coach.
636. At all evonts, you based that estimate on a recognised Departmental plan ? Tes.
637. And if it is an over-estimate, it has nothing to do with you ? Ho.
63S. It strikes me that the estimate of traffic, amounting to £13,398, over this long distance is very small 
considering that some years ago you estimated tho traffic between Inverell and Grlen Innes at £1-5,000? 
No ; I did not.
639. Listen to Question 529 in connection with your evidence on the proposal to construct a railway from 
Grlen Innes to Inverell in 1892 :

J. Harper, 
'Esq.

9 Sept., 1896.

11 v recollection of the evidence taken before tho former Committee is that, the people stated tlmt tliey would be pre
pared to pav 10s. a km for carriage between Inverell and &len Junes ? Yes; but we givothemmoro than tli.u. Our estimate 
is .Clo.320.‘
? But you ought to read the context. A set of figures was handed to us by the Inverell people for 
criticism, and it you read the rest of my evidence you will see that all through.
640. Tou say that the figures handed to you showed £23,000 per annum? Tes; but this was my 
application of an estimate for their figures, and I distinctly said they were not my figures. Tou will see 
that I did not accept their figures.
641. "Where will 1 see that ? Question 513, as follows:—

Mr. Barling, on being examined before the Committee the other day, stated that a fresh lot of statistics had been 
submitted to the Department showing the total receipts from traffic as £21,805. Have you gone over those statistics? 
I have analysed them as a matter of figures, not as a matter of fact.
That is to say, I applied our local rates to their estimates.
642. But you knocked them down to £6,000 afterwards ? Tes, by applying their tonnage to our rates. 
I may state the following questions were asked me :—

When were your statistics obtained ’ In 18S9.
'Those, I suppose, were supplied m 1892? In 1892. c
Have you any reason to doubt their correctness? I am sorry to say that 1 have every reason to doubt their 

correctness. With regard to the quantity of sheep estimated to be carried, we have not carried so many ou the northern 
line between Tamworth and Jennings during the period mentioned.
All through I discredited the figures.
643. But these estimates were estimates four years after you had takeu yours, and you say here you
have no new estimates ;—Is it not possible that the traffic during that time had considerably increased ? 
No. ......644. Owing to increase of population? Wc should have had an indication of it at our railway stations 
to-day. As a matter of fact, they have diminished. I think you will find that, further on, I said :—

Can you tell us whether the trade to and from Glen Innes station has increased since 1SS9 ? It has increased.
Much ? Hot to a very1 large extent. I may explain that during a portion of 1889 the differential rates were not in 

operation and our business bud fallen off. They were brought into operation during the latter part of 1889, and our 
receipts have since increased by reason of our increased business.
645. There is the fact to which you cannot shut your eyes, that in 1SS9 you made a certain estimate, and 
that estimate you now make out to be £8,200 per annum? Tes.
646. Boar years affer thaf the local people submitted another traffic scale to you, and you say you altered 
that according to tho figures obtained four years before? No, I did not alter their tonnage at all.
047. Hut, you discredited it? I discredited their tonnage; but applied our local rates to it.
64S. If their tonnage is correct, and you have no evidence to show it is not, the revenue will be £15,000 
per annum ? Yes.
649. Ton stated in answer to Mr. Black that you thought tbe traflic between Grafton and Glen Innes in 
and out would be 1,400 tons per annum? Tes.
650. 1 have a statement showing that to the end of June, the traffic outwards from Grafton was 1,7S3 
tons, and the traffic inwards in the corresponding period of twelve months 027 tons? I am not dealing 
with Glen Innes, but with Inverell.
G51. Of that traffic I find 460 tons came from Inverell into Grafton, and 463 tons were sent from 
Grafton to Inverell? Tes.
652. That is a traffic of 928 tons between tho two places? Tes.
653. Tho total traffic in and out of Grafton and Glen Innes is 2,400 tons in the year ? I have the same
statement somewhere; I expect it does amount to that. •
654. The actual return from the agents at South Graf on is 7 S3 tons outwards; 463 tons were sent to 
Inverell, and 627 tons inwards, of which 22G tons came to Inverell ? Yes.
655. In the event of this line being constructed, truck rates, I presume, will be applied ? Tes.
656. What will be the truck rates to Inverell per ton? I should think it would be low enough to secure 
traffic. I could not say what it would be. I have only dealt with that section of tho line in my estimate.

366—D 657.
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057. It will not be less than it is to G-len lones at the present time? Not less than that 
65S. Considering that at the present time goods can be carried from Sydney to Inverell at £4 10s. a ton, 
are you likely to get the traffic when you bear in mind the fact that the local business man always has a 

9 rpt, ‘ prejudice in favour of the teamster? If that rate were not low enough, probably the Commissioners 
would make a lower one.
650. The Commissioners state in their returns that the loss on the line between Tamworth and the border 
is about £100,000 per annum. Have they considered the effect of their action in proposing the con
struction of a line which will rob tbe northern Ime of nearly half its traffic? I do not know about 
robbing the northern line of half its traffic, because if it secured the portion going to the coast now there 
would probably be as much profit in it.
660. Tou must be aware that the construction of this line will take 11,000 bales per annum out of the 
13,000 bales of wool coming to Inverell and Guyra? 1 do not estimate that of the Inverell traflic more 
than 6,000 bales will go by this line. I think there is a certain portion lying between Inverell and Glen 
Innes, and to tbe north and south of those points, which will still continue to go in as now.
661. Notwithstanding the complaints of the Hailway Commissioners that the norfhem line is a drag upon
them by reason of its annual loss, they are now proposing a competing line which will deprive it of a 
considerable amount of traffic? It will deprive it of a certain amount of traffic, but it will gaiu other 
traffic which it has not got now. .... .
662. It will make the loss on the northern line still heavier, whilst the line they propose to construct will
not be a supporting one ? It is rather an open question whether, if there were a liue from Inverell to 
Glen Innes to-morrow, the Commissioners would get the traffic on the main line. _
663. Tou have a lino running from Armidale to the Queensland border, which is not paying ? That is so.
664. And you propose the construction of another line, with necessarily increased expenditure, because 
it means a duplication of staff to a certain extent, with absolutely no substantial gain to tbe traffic ? Of 
course that is a question which, I suppose, the Commissioners have considered.
665. Without the possibility of getting additional traflic—because you cannot get tbe Queensland traffic 
by reason of their border fees—you 'propose to construct another line which will increase the loss on tbe 
main northern line, and which will not be self-supporting? Tes.
666. Supposing the Commissioners were prepared to recommend tbe construction of a line to Inverell, 
and leave it to the inliabitantsto select which line they would have—a line from Inverell to Gleu Innes, or 
a line from Tforee to Inverell ;—taking the whole of the people immediately surrounding Inverell into 
consideration, which line do you think they would prefer ? 1 should think, in view of my recent 
experience, they would prefer the Moree line..
667. The line proposed to be constructed to Inverell via Moree leads to a very hot country ? Tes.^
668. Do you think it would be a favourite route for passengers to travel in the summer-time? It is not, 
as a rule, a favourite route through hot country.
669. Do you think it is possible that with a good line of coaches, and a passenger rate of 5s. per head, 
the passengers would still go from Inverell to Glen Innes ? There is a possibility that people of weak 
health would go there.
670. There is the danger that passengers would not patronise the Moree line, but would cross by coach to
the main line? There is that possibility. _ _ _ _ _
671. And that, to some extent, will weaken the possibility of a revenue being obtained from tbe coaching
traffic? Tes; I purposely gave a very low estimate. _
672. Tou gave a low estimate, recognising the fact I have spoken of ? Tes. I know that the road is 
good.
673. And tbe climate is better ? Tes. _ _
674. Has the question of a coast extension ever engaged your personal attention ? No.
675. Have you an idea that, at some future time, there may be a connection between the coast-lands of
the Bichmond and the Clarence Eiver and some portion of tbe tablelands of New England ? I could not 
say that. It may bo a matter of policy. (
676. Is it, in your opinion, a possibility that sooner or later that connection will take place? Even that 
I could not say, but I know that it is constantly before the public.
677. Tou do not care to commit yourself to any expression of policy ? No. _ __
678. The construction of the proposed line from Inverell to Moree means, at all events, the impossibility
of connecting tbe northern portion of the Colony with the coast ? 1 do not see the impossibility of that.
079. Unless by the extension to Glen Innes ? Tes. _ _ _ . ,
680. Is there, in your opinion, any possibility of that? That is again a matter of possibility, but 1 do
not say it is impossible. _
681, At all events, it is plain that the Commissioners have no intention of connecting the coast with tbe 
tableland ? I do not know their intentions. I only know these lines when I go over them.
6S2. Can you tell me if it is likely there will bo any further extension of this line towards the northern 
borders of the Colony ? I have not heard of any. ...
683. Erom your knowledge of the country and the traffic requirements of the country, do you think it is
likely that any suggestion of that kind will be made in the future ? I could not say. I prefer not to 
answer that, but I have my own opinion about it. _
684. Do you think that by the construction of the proposed line we shall obtain any traffic which wre have not 
at present over our railways ? I think as far as the Queensland traffic is concerned the Moree extension 
will tap the best portion of it—all that can bo got.
685. And you think tbe construction of the line will not facilitate tbe capture of any of our neighbours'
goods? I do not think so. _ _
636. Tou say that Warialda is a small town ? Tee ; I think there are 100 houses and 600 inhabitants. 
687. Tou have described the country near Warialda as rough? Tes.
6S8. Is it not plain undulating country ? It is very indifferent country and sandy. There are some very 
stiff bills. _ _ _
689. There are no mountains? They are not mountains, but it is rough country. _
690 There is nothing that a man could not ride a bicycle over ? On the good roads about Warialda they 
could do that. _ _ _ _ .
691. I suppose the reason the railway will not betaken to Warialda is because it will be a little too expen- 

■ sive ? Tes.
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692. But there would he no engineering difficulties in carrying it to Warialda ? No ; hut it would mean J- ^(rpor’
an expensive addition of 7 or 8 miles. v
693. Are you inclined to express an opinion as to whether the line should go to Warialda ? Personally, I g gppt |ggg
do not think it should go to Warialda. ’
69-1'. Why ? Warialda is one of those accidental roadside towns. There is absolutely nothing about it,
695. But it is the town and depht for a valuable district ? Tes.
096. 3£ my memory serves me correctly, the district north and north-west of Warialda is quite as good as 
that about Inverell? It is not as good soil for agricultural purposes, but it is a splendid pastoral country.
697. At any rate you think that, owing to the expense, it is not wise to go into Warialda? I think so.
698. Tou think that if tho line is 4 miles away it will serve the people of Warialda ? Tes, in view of the
small population of tho township. I do not think the distance of 4 miles will be an insuperable difficulty. .
699. All the traffic which would come to the station at the point would come through the town of 
Warialda ? Yes, nearly all.
700. Bo you not think that in a few years we shall have a repetition of the Nevertire-Warreu business ?
I do not think so. The circumstances are different. Of course, it was known to everyone that between 
Nevertire and Warren there was an almost absolutely impracticable road.
701. It has been travelled for fifty years with fairly good success ? Yes.
702. Bo you not think that iu a short time the Warialda people will point out that the whole of the traffic
converges into their town, and that they have a right to communication, and that they will get it? I do 
not know what representations may be yielded to ; but I am quite sure that the Warialda people are not 
situated os the Warren people are. •
703. But there is a possibility, and almost a certainty that an agitation of this kind would at once spring 
up ? 1. a,m quite sure there would be an agitation.
704. In paragraph 3 of their report the Commissioners say :—

The country lying between Moree and Inv.erell is of a very much superior character, for the greater part of the 
distance, to that lying between Inverell and Glen Innes.

In answer to my question a short time ago, you said you thought the country between G-len Innes and .
Inverell was quite equal to that between Moree aud Inverell ? Tes; of course, there are patches ou 
both sides which arc bad.
705. You have been over tbe road between Inverell and Glen Innes ? Tes.
706. And with the exception of three little spurs of ridges, is it not a positive fact that every inch of that
land is of the richest description ? Tes. r
707. Paragraph.4 of the Commisssioners’ report says :—■ ' ..

A much larger area of Crown lands also lies within reasonable distance of the linej|under consideration, whereas on 
the other route, tho major part of the land has been alienated from the Crown,

Of course, it is quite easy to understand that there is a much larger area of valuable laud on 96 miles 
than on 45 miles. Isdppose you are aware that between Inverell and Glen Innes there is a considerable 
amount of reserves not yet open for selection, which might be opened in the event of a railway being 
constructed ? Tes: but I went carefully through a map at the Lands Office, and without being able to 
point out the exact areas, I could see there was a proportion of 20 to 1 of land on this route as compared 
with the other,
70S. And yet wo are told it is largely occupied by selectors? The alienated portions arc occupied by 
selectors to a large extent, particularly in the neighbourhood of Warialda.
709. The population extends out pretty thickly from Inverell to Little and Big Plains ? Tes.
710. Beyond that, what have you ? On Myall Creek and Eeedy Creek there is population.
711. But there is not much population? They are fanners principally.
712. What population is there about Kelly’s Gully ? I could not tell you.
713. That is the deviation you come up to avoid going into Warialda ? There may be one ortwo farmers 
about there.
714. Is there much small settlement immediately contiguous to Moree? No, not along tbe route. There 
are a lot of reserves on Binagui and Mukabundi and adjoining stations.
715. I suppose you consider that from 10 to 15 miles of the present route is already served by the Moree 
extension ? The first station, Mukabundi, would be served by it. As a matter of fact, I have not included 
that in my estimate. Then there is very good land at Binagui. The survey passed through that close to 
the woolshcd. Then there is some good land at Gravesend.
71.6. Will you explain what is to be gained by tho State by the construction of this railway? Giving 
greater facilities to the people north of Warialda.
7L7. But what is the State to gain by tbe construction of the line? From the figures obtained by the 
Hailwny Commissioners, there will be at first a loss.
718. The State will suffer a loss by the construction of the line, and a still heavier loss by the deprivation 
of the existing northern line of a certain amount of traffic? That might be compensated for by the 
increased value of the public lands available in tbe neighbourhood.
719. But you yourself feel confident that the line is one which ought to be constructed? Tes; of the 
two, this is the one I should prefer.
720. Notwithstanding the fact that you see no chance of getting the passenger traffic ? I do not say that 
we are not going to get any passenger traffic. I am quite sure that during tbe winter months the opposite 
will occur to what will occur during the summer months.
721. Notwithstanding the fact that we have to suffer a, certain loss of passenger traffic, and notwith
standing the fact that to enable you to get the traffic you are likely to have to carry goods at an 
unremunerative price of less than £5 per ton, you think the country is justified in spending £300.000 
to construct the line to get nothing? Tes, as against the one from Glen Innes.
722. Putting that on one side, is the country justified in spending £300,000 for the benefit of a few 
settlers between Inverell and Moree, and to sufi'er an annual loss also ? That is a question of policy. I 
have tried to lay all the facts with which I am acquainted before you.
723. Have you considered bow long it will take tbe line, by the increase of settlement and traffic, to be a 
self-paying one? I cannot answer that. Of course I have answered a similar question in the ease of 
densely-populated country like the Berrigan country. There you can look ahead ; but it would be 
impossible to do it where there is unalienated Crown land.
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72'4. Is there a possibility that, by a set of circumstances, unkno'mi at present, your estimate may be an 
unknown estimate ? I am not prepared to concede that, because I think I have kept well below it. So 
far as Inverell is concerned, I think the estimate is a small one for the whole traffic in and out of that 
district, including tbe possibility of ore and everything else. _
725. I notice that the locomotive and working expenses of the proposed line from Moree to Inverell—
06 miles—are estimated at £100 per annum less than the same service between Inverell and Glen Innes? 
I think since the Commissioners have prepared the other estimate circumstances have altered, and the 
cost and working expenses have hecn much decreased. _
726. If another estimate were submitted in regard to G-len Innes and Inverell, the decrease in the working 
expenses would be considerable ? I think if the Commissioners were to estimate to-morrow for that lino 
it would be reduced.

THURSDAY, 10 SEPTEMBER, 1896. 

present:—
The Hon. I’RKD'K'RICK THOMAS HUMPHERY (Yick-Cuairman).

The Hon. Cuarites Jaates Roberts, C.M.G. 
The Hou; Daniel O’Connor.
Henrt Clarke, Esq.

CuAitinis Alfred Lee, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Erancis Augustus AYRroux, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Moree to Inverell.

Henry Deane, Esq , Engineer-in-Cbief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public "Works,
sworn; and further examined:—

■ Deane, 727. Mr. Lf,r,^\ 'When you were here on a former occasion, I asked you if you had any calculations as to 
the lifts from Werris Creek to Inverell, and your reply was that you had not up to then touched 

in<T't~iRqr ul,on t-ie question. Have you since that time prepared any plan of the rises on the aggregate? 
CI) ’’ ‘ Yes. In the first place, as requested by the Committee, I have checked the tot al height which, it is stated

in the Railway Commissioners’ report, traflic would have to be lifted going from Werris Creek to Glen 
Innes. I find that, taking all the little rises into consideration, it is 6,869 feet—that is. 260 feet more 
than the Railway Commissioners’ estimate ; but if I were making a return for the same purpose as the 
Railway Commissioners wanted those figures, I should bring it to about the same. .1. make it a littfo over 
6,600 feet in the same way as the Railway Commissioners, so that I think those figures may be taken as 
quite correct. Taking the other line, we have a total rise of 3,516 feet; but cutting out the smaller and 
shorter rises, which can be surmounted without any special effort, I bring tho total of the rises to 3,400 
feet—that is to say, to a little more than one-half. In actual elevation, it is just about one-half, and if 
you add all the rises together the totals are larger than in the other case ; but it also comes to about one- 
half. _
728. At all events that is a correct estimate ? Yes. _
729. Could you more fully explain the nature of these rises, as to where and how they occur? I think
the diagram section will be the easiest to understand. _ _ ■
730. Your detail survey, as shown on the parish maps, shows an extraordinarily crooked line—the- 
diagram provides almost for a straight line ? Yes ; it is on too small a scale to show all the turns. ^
731. Prom your detailed survey, it would appear that there is an enormous number of small, rises?
Hot necessarily, Por instance, take a particular point from the crossing of the Warialda Creek up 
Kelly’s Gully, and it will be seen that towards the top end of Kelly's Gully there is a big bend, but 
that is all in one rise. These sharp bends do not mean rises and falls. They are put in for the sake of 
avoiding rises and falls. _
732. Are you able, from the map, to show where and how the rises occur? Slarting from Werris Creek, 
on the northern line, the first rise is up to Terrible Yale and Duri.
733. I want you, in a sketchy sort of way, to show where the important rises arc—where they are a
block to traflic? The first rise shown on the plan is a rise of about 309 feet—tbe main rise between 
156 miles 7 chains and 159 miles 7S chains. That is the most important rise at that end ot the line. 
After that the most important rise, of course, is that long rise after you leave Moonbi, coming up the 
Moonbi Ranges. The ruling grade is 1 in 4<J, and there is a good deal of it. _ _ _
734. That rise extends as far as Walcha Road ? A little beyond Walcha Road, that is 220 miles 4 chains 
from Heweastle. After that there is another little rise. Then the next big rise is beyond Armidale, 
from Dumaresq up to a point between Black Mountain and Guyra.
735. What is the grade between tbe two points ? 1 in 50 is the ruling grade. Between Llangothlin and 
Ben Lomond there is a rise. There is a piece of 1 in 50, but there is not much of it.
736. Those are tbe rises going north to Glen Lines? Yes.
737. How many miles are there of 1 in 40 between Werris Creek and Glen Innes are there many miles
of it continuously, or is it only a series of small rises ? They are in conjunction with other rather steep 
grades. The rise from Werris Creek to Terrible Yale is not such a continuous one. There is one piece 
of 1 in 40, which is about a quarter of a mile in length, I am taking only the rises towards the table
land. There is a length of 1 in 40 near the Macdonald River, about 2-j miles in length, and there is 
another length just beyond the Macdonald River of about 1& mile. Tbe first one I mentioned—that 
below the Macdonald River—is the worst, because it is part of that long ascent from Moonbi, and is in 
conjunction with grades of 1 in 52, 1 in 48, and i in 50. __ _
738. But would not that be between the Macdonald River and Walcha Road ? Ho, between the Moonbi 
and Macdonald River.
739. What about tho length of that ? It is about 2 j- miles. _ _ _
740. With the exception of that piece what is the grade from Moonbi to Macdonald River ? There is a 
good length of 1 in 48—about 31 miles of it, and there is a stretch of about I3- mile of 1 in 50,
741. Tbe next grade of 1 in 40 appears to be in the neighbourhood of Ben Lomond—between Black 
Mountain and Ben Lomond? There is only a grade of 1 in 40 descending there.
742. Then there is no 1 in 40 after vou pass Walcha.Road, between that and Glen Innes, going north ?

' Ho. * 743.



1249

MINTJTES»OE. EVIDENCE—RAILWAY FROM MOREE TO INYEREIX. 29

743. j^Tow come back again 'and start at Glen Innes. Whore do you pick up the first 1 in 40 ? Going H. Deane,
up to Ben Lomond. Bq’
744. Is that extensive? Yes, about 3 miles. . 10Sei)t""l8P6
745. And the next point? There is a little one at Armidale which is 1 in 41, close into Armidale. That "
is less than one-quarter oE a mile iu length going towards Sydney.
746. On the Sydney side? No ; on the Glen limes side of Armidale. It is a very short run.
747. Then it would appear that when you surmount the I in 40 at Ben Lomond, coming south, the grade 
from there down is a moderately easy one? Yes.
748. Still coming south, are there any formidable grades about Walcha Hoad, or Macdonald Eiver, or
Wallan, which would impede the carrying of large loads? There is a grade of I in 44 before you get to 
Walcha Eoad for about l-J mile, and there is one of 1 in 50 just after you pass Macdonald Eiver. _
749. Coming south, are there any engineering obstacles on the Great Northern line which would prohibit 
the use of full trail is ? There arc the grades I have mentioned.
750. But are they serious impediments to full traffic ? If you have one of a mile and a quarter it is a 
serious impediment.
751. Are not full loads brought over them at the present time? I cannot give you the details of the 
traffic.
752. As a matter of fact, whatever there is to be brought down by the usual train loads is brought down 
by that liue? Yes.
753. Consequently the down grades cannot be so formidable, otherwise they would make the running of
those trains doubiy expensive ? Yes. _ _
754. What is the ruling grade from the top of Ben Lomond—that is, tho highest point—to Werris 
Creek ? The ruling grade is 1 in 4*0 near to Werris Creek—between Duri and Currnbubula.
755. What is the length of that? About half a mile. It is at Cumhuhula.
756. Can vou tell us what is tho steepest tirade on tho rise coming out of the Hawkesbury to the ton of
the hill ? 1 in 40.
757. Then, as a matter of fact, the ruling grade on the main northern line is 1 in 40, and that ruling
grade will bo found within a few miles of Sydney as well as in the distant part of the New England
tablelands ? Yes ; but of course that is worked in a different section.
758. That is the grade coming south, is it not? Yes.
759. Consequently your grade from Glen Innes over the Ben Lomond Mountains would never be stiffer
than 1 in 40? No. ■
760. And you meet with that grado close to Sydney? Yes : within 35 miles of Sydney.
761. If the grade on the tableland were 1 in 100, the ruling grade would still bo 1 in 40 near the Hawkes
bury ? Yes.
762. Is not the grade a dominating principle with you in laying out your railway lines ? Yes.
7G3. Y'ou aro justified at times even in extending the length of a line in order to get a better grado ? Yes.
764. lias that principle been observed in the survey of the line from Moree to Inverell? Yes.
765. And does that account for the apparently extremely crooked nature of the line ? It accounts for a 
good deal of it. It is partly due to the desire to save earthworks.
766. Manv of tho semi-circles in that line have been made with a view of escaping the heavy grade? Yes.
767. Aud by doing that you have been able to get a ruling grade of what ? Of 1 in ICO towards Sydney, 
and 1 in SO outwards.
768. It has been the means of considerably lengthening the line, has it not? ]t has probably lengthened 
it for a few miles.
769. How many miles ? I. could not tell you exactly. I should think, possibly, 4 or 5 miles.
770. Looking at the sketch map, does it: not appear that if a more direct line could bo obtained its leugth 
could be considerably shortened ? You cannot get it.
771. The country is such that you cannot get a straight lino? No.
772. So desirous wore the Department of obtaining a low grade that they worked round ridges and in and 
out of various places ? In laying out a liue you are bound by tbe features of the country in any case 
whatever grades you have. If you adopted very much steeper grades than that you would have to adopt 
very nearly that general direction.
773. But if you had wanted to get a I in 50 or 1 in 60 grade, could you not have omitted a large number 
of the curves ? Some of them.
774. The main, object has been to obtain a line of good grades ? Yes.
775. That being the case, tho distance being sacrificed to grade, it must follow that the grade coming out 
fairly good would make the grade on the Great Northern line appear, by contrast, very bad? Yes.
776. If you were to observe the same conditions in the survey of the proposed extension, would rot the 
line in places be almost as bad as that across the tableland ? I could easily get I in 40 grades if I 
wanted them. Some country is better adapted to good grades than others.
777. But, notwithstanding all the trouble the. Engineering Department have taken to obtain such an easy 
grade, the fact still remains that, they are confronted by a I in 40 grade at the Hawkesbury ? There is 
no doubt about that grade.
778. I suppose you arc not prepared to give any evidence as to whether it would be more desirable to take 
tbe line another way—coastwise or otherwise ? No.
779. You simply desire to give evidence as to the proposal before us ? I can only say that that line is, 
in my opinion, the best way of connecting Moree with Inverell.
780. Is it proposed to fence the line ? No.
781. Not auy parts of it ? Some parts of it will he fenced, but, generally speaking, fences will be dispensed 
with. They are not included in the estimate.
782. And, of course, it will he a single line with the necessary sidings ? Yes.
783. Do you know if any information has reached your office as to the dealing with the freehold land 
through which the survey passes ? No ; I am not aware of any.
781. You are not aware whether there has been any arrangement made for the proprietors to give the 
land free ? No.
785. Was the survey made with the view of that being done, or irrespective of it ? The survey was made, 
so as to get the best line-
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Deano, 786. Irrespective of freehold or Crown lands ? I would not go so far as to say it has been made irrespective 
of boundaries. Where it is possible to go through Crown lands in preference to private lands, it is

" '■ Qg alway3 done' . . ,
787. So far as you are aware, the proposed line is located where the engineers thought it was best, leaving 
the question of land to be determined by the authorities more immediately connected with it? Yes,
788. Your Department has nothing to do with the matter ? No. I do not see how the line can be 
shifted very much laterally to avoid properties—to get through more Crown lands in preference.
789. Do you think you would be able to find a better ruling grade ? No ; I believe that is the best line 
which can be found. I have been into the matter very carefully myself, and I have examined the line.
790. Have you been over the route ? Yes.
791. Will there be any bridges involved m tho construction of the line ? The most important bridge will be 
that over the G-wydir, near Ezzy’s Crossing. The next to that, probably, will be that over Warialda Creek.
792. The line immediately approaching Inverell appears to be about the most costly portion of it? Yes,
793. How do you account for that? Because of tiie features of the country.
79d. The cuttings, I suppose, are much heavior? The country is sharply undulating.
795. The cuttings would be necessarily heavy to keep down the ruling grade ? Yes.
796. If the liue were constructed, and it was determined at any future time to extend it, the question of 
a bridge over the Maciutyre liiver would have to be considered ? Yes.
797. That would be costly, would it not? Not very.
798. Would it not run into many thousands of pounds? It is a small crossing, as rivers go. About 
£4,000 or £5,000 would do it.
799. Has there not been an ordinary traffic bridge recently erected there ? Yes.
800. That cost more than £4,000 or £5,000 ? It did—I forget the amount; but tbe crossing which we 
should have in the production of the present line will be a better one than where the road bridge goes, 
besides which it is always cheaper to make a railway bridge than a road bridge. It is a narrower bridge, 
aud there is not so much decking required. Although it has to carry heavier weights still it is cheaper.
801. Are there any surveys from Inverell or in the immediate vicinity of Inverell going norlh to any 
given point ? No explorations have been made.
802. By way of Etnmaville and Deepwater, for instance ? I think it is twenly years ago since there was 
an exploration beyond Inverell towards the north, but I do not know how far it went.
803. If it were considered advisable in the future to extend the line, would there be any possibility of 
extending it except by taking it direct east? 1 could not give you any reliable information as to lhat.
804. The estimated cost of the line, I presume, is based on the fact that if it is constructed it will be 
sufficient to carry the present traffic? Yes.
805. You are not providing for a lino to carry the maximum amount of traffic which could be carried over 
it? If the line is constructed, as I propose, of course if the traflic largely increases, it can be improved.
806. You are not providing for an enormously solid traffic? No.
807. Tiie line will be sufficient to carry the present traffic, aud it can be built up if required as trailic 
increases ? Yes.
808. Mr lioherts.} I notice that the cost per mile of the line from Narrabri to Moree was £2,4.09 ? Yes
809. And the estimated cost ot the line Irom Moree to Inverell is £2,898, showing an excess in cost of 
£489 per mile;—will you explain the reason of that increase in the cost? 'fhe country is not so level as 
it is between Narrabri and Moree.
810. Hovv many bridges are there between Narrabri and Moree ? There are two bridges at the Namoi 
Eiver and Narrabri Creek, and a number of other bridses of smaller size,
811. I think there are three bridges on the proposed line from Moree to Inverell? Two largo bridges; 
but iu rougher country such as that, if there are not many bridges there will be a great many culverts and 
small openings, which add very considerably to the cost.
812. Is it the bridges which have to he constructed on the proposed line from Moree to Inverell which 
account for the increase in the cost of the line? Not altogether, but it is a different class of country.
813. Is that the principal item ? No, not necessarily. Where you have heavier earthworks you will almost 
invariably have a heavier amount for waterways as well, so that on this line, where tho earthworks on most 
of the sections are heavier than from Narrabri to Moreo. you get waterways also heavier
814. The Narrabri to Moree line goes through more level country than tho line now under consideration ?
Yes. _ ....
815. Will you describe the grades between Narrabri and Moree? There are two short pieces of 1 in 76, 
which are calculated to be the same as 1 in SO on an extended section. The ruling grade towards Sydney 
is 1 in 100, but it will bo seen from the diagram that the country is nearly a level one between Narrabri and 
Moree, but after you pass Moreo and go towards Inverell you begin to get in ihe hilly country. After 
you get out about 20 or SO miles the country becomes more undulating.
816. How many stations do you propose having between Moree aud Inverell? They are not absolutely 
fixed yet, but perhaps I can give you an idea of what is included in the estimates.
817. Will there be any stations between Moree and Warialda ? Yes, there will very likely be two stations.
818. And the third station at Warialda? Yos.
819. How far Mill that station be from the town of Warialda ? Four miles.
820. What amount of money do you save by keeping the line 4 miles out of Warialda ? About £10,000.
821. What ia your principal reason for not taking tho line into the town of’Warialda? The saving in 
expense.
822. What is tho character of the country;—is it rough country ? It is very rough after you leave 
Warialda- You will see that if you travel on the road from Warialda towards luverell. There are some 
very rough ridges to cross.
823. Do you not think it would be wise for the line to go through the town of Warialda ;—would you 
have to make a curve in getting lo the town ? You could easily get into the town ; the queslinn is ono 
of getting out of it. It would he most costly, The difference ia cost would he about £10,000. I sub
mitted the matter to the Minister, and it was decided to adopt the proposed route.
824. Is that owing to the extra distance which nmuld have to be travelled? Yes, it makes a little differ
ence in distance—I think about 2 miles—and there is the difference in the cost of about £10.000.
825. Have the Bail way Commissioners approved of the line going in tbe wav proposed, viz , via Warialda ?
Yes. ' ' 826.
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S2C. Do you cot think that the fact of the line being 4 miles out of the town will lead to a great deal of H. Beane,
dissatisfaction on the part of the residents of "Warialda? I do not think so ; hut that is a matter I have
had no instructions to inquire into. I have had both lines surveyed, and submitted the two, and the one 
now submitted to the Committee is the one which is approved of. _ ’
327. Is that the one selected by the Minister for Public Works ? The Minister and the Hallway Commis
sioners.
828. You have mentioned three stations—Warialda being the third ? Yes. ■
829. How many stations will there be between Warialda and Inverell ? I have allowed for three 
intermediate stations between Warialda and Inverell.
830. Will the fourth he at the terminus ? Yes.
S31. According to your estimate, the cost of sleepers is 2s. 9d. each ? Yes.
832. Is that what you paid for the IS’arrabri to Moree sleepers? No; it is about what half of the
Narrabri sleepers cost. We paid 2s. 6d. for half the sleepers on the Narrabri to Moree line. We required
the extra 3d. for adzing and putting on the road. - T , . '
833. Where are they to bo brought from? Prom the neighbourhood of the Narrabri-Moree line and 
from the Warialda district.
814, I notice in-your estimate, part No. 1, you put down the station-master’s house at £200; in part
No. 3, Kelly’s Grully line, you put down the station-master’s house at £350;—why should the one cost
more than the other ? The more expensive one is at the Warialda station which will be a more important
one than the other. ■
835. Will the station buildings be constructed of wood ? Yes. _
830. In answer to Mr. Lee, you said that the lino would not be fenced ? It is not proposed to fence it.
837. You have already constructed several lines of railway where the fencing has been dispensed with— 
for instance, the Nyngan to Cobar lino ? Yes; that is not fenced.
838. What other lines are unfenced ? There are none open.
839. Have any difficulties arisen from the fact of the Nyngan to Cobar lino not being fenced ? No.
840. Has it been found to answer? Yes ; it has been found to answer there. _ _
841. The proposed lino from Moree to Inverell stops on the western side of the Macintyre River? Yes.
812. Do you consider that the best site for the terminus ? Yes; the line cannot be taken right into the 
town, not into the centre of the town—hut it can bo taken to the other side but still within the township.
That would cost about £2,500 more.
843. Would that be irrespective of the cost of the bridge over the river ? That is the net cost, but the
actual cost of carrying it to the further site would he about £7,500; hut if you deduct the cost of the 
bridge and approaches, which would he necessary if you stop on the west side of the river, it would leave 
about £2,500. _ _
844. Would it not he a greater convenience to the townspeople if it were taken to the eastern side, which 
you have just mentioned ? It would be a greater convenience to those on the eastern side of the town, 
but for those living in the centre it would be about the same
845. Where do the majority of the people live ? In the centre.
846. Would the £2,500 he exclusive of land resumption ? Yes.
847. Did you form an estimate of the cost of the site which you think would he suitable for the station 
buildings at the eastern end of Inverell ? Do you mean as regards resumption.
818. Yes? No, T have not,
849. Couid you give a rough guess as to what it would cost ? No. _
850. Would the road-bridge which is already there be suitable for taking the lino across the river? No, 
it is in the wrong place for the railway.
851. You would have to construct a new bridge ? Yes.
852. What would be the cost of that? About £5,000. _
853. With the £2,500 that comes to £7,500, and then there would be the cost of the land to add to it?
Yes, tbeve is the cost of the bridge in any case. The bridge has to be made. You either have to make a 
I'uad-bridge or a railway-bridge. _ _ . ■
354. J understood the road-bridge was there already? It is not in the right place for the railway station.
A new bridge will be necessary at a cost of about £5,000—that is the bridge and approaches.
855. Then the extra cost of a line would be £2,500.? Yes.
850. Would that go through private property which would have to he resumed ? Yes.
857. And then there would be the additional expense of a large block of laud for a terminal station ? I 
think if the Inverell people wish to have it there, instead of on the other site, they should provide the land.
It is equally convenient for the Department to stop on the western side of the Macintyre River.
858. You think it affords all reasonable accommodation for the people of Inverell ? Yes.
859. Afr. Wright.'] Your estimated cost of the proposed line is £2,898 per mile ? Yes.
860. Will you state what position your surveys are in now ? The trial survey is complete.
861. Has the line been permanently staked ? No.
862. Have quantities been taken out ? Yes.
SG3. Accurately ? Yes. •
864. Is it possible, in staking this line, deviations will take place? Small deviations.
865. Is it not possible that there may be a considerable discrepancy between your estimated works and 
what will be found necessary when the line is permanently staked? No.
866. I suppose you mean it is not probable ? It is quite possible to he led into more expense through 
circumstances which are not forseen at the present moment.
867. Supposing one of your officers reports that by a deviation of half a mile he can secure a better route, 
would not that affect your quantities ? It would reduce them.
SOS. It might not necessarily do so ? Then it would not be abetter route.
869. You are satisfied about your estimates, and your quantities have been carefully taken out ? Yes.
870. Is if not customary, before you can say definitely that such is the case, that, where you have to 
malic cuttings, you have trial holes sunk to ascertain the nature of the country you have to go through ?
It is a very common thing to do. _
871. Would not a contractor, if he had a cutting 10 feet deep, expect to find a trial hole to show him
what the nature of the country was ? In letting contracts it is advisable to have trial holes. Wc are 
much more likely to get lower prices than if we do not, because a contractor otherwise takes a good deal 
of risk upon himself. ^ '
872. The survey, I suppose, is not in a condition now which would enable you to call for tenders ? No.
873. The line will have to be permanently staked? Yes. 874.
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874. And quantities carefully taken out ? Tes.
875. And where there may be a doubt about the nature of the country, trial boles will hare to be sunk? 
Tes; and the land will have to be surveyed, which is an important thing. There is a certain amount of 
land survey which has been carried out, but tbe survey for the purpose of resumption of course would be 
in more detail.
876. Have any cross-sections been taken out ? Tes.
877. _ All along the line ? Tes; but not so closely as on tbe permanent siaking. On the permanent 
staking it is usual to take the cross-sections, where the ground is at all uneven, every chain, or perhaps 
closer than that; but here there have been cross-sections taken at intervals—perhaps every 5 chains.
878. And you do not think tbe permanent staking of this line and the completion of the surveys, is likely 
to very seriously affect your quantities ? Ido not think so.
879. What do you reckon for earthworks per yard on the line? About Is. 9d. per cutting, and Is. for 
side cutting.
880. I suppose there will not be much rock to contend with ? Hot very much.
881. In looking over your estimates it struck mo that some things were very low;—take Ho. 1, for 
instance—“timber bridge and small timber openings ”—that is the first bridge;—what is the length of 
that bridge? There are a number of them.
882. There is a bridge out of Moree—Ho. 1 section? Ho ; we arc on the south side of the river.
SS3. ’What are the lengths of the different bridges, or the structures you might call bridges ? Anything 
from 10 feet up to 100 foot. The only large bridges we have are the bridge over the Gwydir Eivor, and 
another over Warialda Creek.
884. Is it not customary, in modern railway construction, to substitute iron or steel for wood in all rail
way bridges ? Ho ; it is a very common thing when you first make a liuo—it is so in America and in new 
countries—to build them of timber, and afterwards improve. In our own ease we are exceptionally well 
situated for timber bridges, inasmuch as we have ironbark of good quality which wiil stand for twenty or 
thirty years before requiring renewal.
885. Have you any railway timber bridge which has stood for thirty years? There is railway bridge 
timber which has stood for thirty years ?
886. I am speaking of a railway bridge? I do not think that any of the older bridges have been made
of ironbark entirely. 1
SS7. How long did the ironbark viaduct between Horth Wagga and Wagga stand ? 1 cannot tell you 
about the ironbark in that structure ; but there was a great deal of timber in there which was not ironbark.
888. Do you know that, within five years of the erection of that timber work, the bulk of it was condemned 
by the bridge commission? I know there was a great deal of timber there which was not ironbark.
889. The question I asked is whether a great deal of that structure, five years after its erection, was 
condemned by the Royal Commission inquiring into bridges ? I know the difficulties we experienced with 
the bridge. Tou have asked me a question to which I cannot say “yes ” or “no.” I have read a great 
deal of tho report of the Royal Commission, and I have also been to Wagga, and I have seen the viaduct 
running out between Wagga aud the iron bridge. It was in a bad condition. A lot of it bad been 
renewed when I was there, but I know, as a fact, that a great deal of the timber that bad been taken out 
was not ironbark.
890. Mr. Black.'] Was it paid for as ironbark r I do not think so.
891. Mr. Wright.] I think it was? I do not think so.
892. That structure has only been erected fifteen years ? Tes.
893. And yet many years ago it was condemned? That does not alter my contention.
894. It has only had a life up to the present time of fifteen years, and yet of your own knowledge a good 
portion of it has been condemned and removed ? Tes.
895. Tou have stated that a wooden bridge will last twenty-five to thirty years, and I want you to givo 
me an instance in which a wooden railway bridge has, in Australia, stood for thirty years ? I do not know 
that 1 can give you any instance where tbe timber has been exclusively ironbark. When the Wagga 
viaduct was erected, I kuow that the specifications did not provide for ironbark for everything, nor did 
they provide for timber which was absolutely durable.
896. I did not confine it to any class of timber;—can you give an instance where a wooden railway 
bridge has stood for twenty years in Australasia? If you wish to have any information, I can make 
inquiries. I may say there have been few large timber openings made.
897. The bulk of our railway bridges on lines hitherto constructed have been of iron? Tes.
898. And this departure in regard to wood is comparatively a new one in tbe construction of cheaper 
lines of railway? Tes ; I think I may say it is. There have, however, been timber bridges built. There 
is the Singleton bridge for instance, and some laminated arched timber bridges at Queanbeyan and 
Molonglo, on tho Cooma line. There are also truss bridges beyond there on the same line between 
Queanbeyan and Cooma. Also between Glen Innes and Tentcrfield there are three or four truss bridges. 
Possibly tbe reason some of them have been made has been on account of tbe difficulty of getting the iron
work in time.
899. Tou have said that tbe bulk of tbe bridges in America, in connection with the early construction of 
railways, were of wood, which might be afterwards replaced ? Tes.
900. As a matter of fact, have they not, in America, gone in to a large extent for viaducts of iron on iron 
trestles ? Tes, over gorges.
901. Rut over elevated areas ? In a large country like America you will find differences of practice.
902. I suppose that in Europe tho bridges are universally of iron or steel ? Tes, or brick or masonry.
903. Has any scientific man yet discovered the life of an iron or steel structure ? Ho, I do not think so. 
Steel has not been in use long enough. Steel is in the same position as ironbark.
904. Do you not think, from an engineering standpoint, it is a mistake to substitute wood for iron or 
steel, in view of the cheap rate at which these articles can be obtained now ? Ho; I do not think so. I 
would certainly use steel where I wanted very long spans ; but if I could design a span long enough in 
ironbark, I should think it perfectly safe to use it, and in doing so there would be a considerable saving.
905. Tou prefer timber to iron ? I do not say I should prefer it; but if it were a matter of economy, I
should use it. ’
906. Which do you think the cheaper, in view of the life of the structure ? I think it is cheaper to

use
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use timber at tbe present day. 0£ course money is cheaper than it was. A few years ago it would have 
paid all the better to use timber, but now you have to borrow leas money to build a wooden bridge than ^ 
if you had to build a steel bridge. Money will he cheaper by-and-bye. Probably in thirty years time 10Sept,, 1896. 
yon will be able to borrow money at 2 per cent, instead ol d per cent.
907. Tou construct a wooden bridge at a cost of £3,000, which would last twenty years; at the end of 
that time you have to borrow additional money to construct an iron or steel bridge to replace it;—by that 
process you add a capital sum to the cost of your line? Yes.
908. Is that a wise policy ? It has all been gone into. I cannot give you any calculations off-hand, but 
I shall be happy to givo you them later on. I can now tell you only that the question of the advisableness 
of using timber and steel has been carefully gone into. Truss bridges were put in over the Narrabri Creek 
and Namoi Kiver for the sake of cutting down expense.
909. Has the Department yet discovered, a perfect specific for dry-rot aud white ants? I do not think 
they have.
910. I suppose you will admit that our best timbers are liable to both these difficulties ? Tes; but if 
they are looked after they do not suffer.
911. Tou think that for temporary purposes and cheap construction durable timber is a good substitute 
for iron ? Yes.
912. Tou think it is even better to use timber with the view of ultimately substituting iron for it ? Yes.
As a rule, for all tho smaller bridges, we are in the habit of using timber, and there is no doubt it is the best 
thing to use. .
913. The sleepers, you say, will he 2s. 9d. on tho proposed line as against 2s. (id, on the Narrabri lino;— 
why is there this difference? The 2s. 9d. is put down from actual experience. I expect to get tho 
sleepers for about 2s. (id. delivered, and then it will cost 3d. to adze them and put them in the road.
914. Were they not adzed on the Moree line? Not when first delivered; the contractor for the line had 
to adze them,
915. The contractor adzed them ? Tes. There is a timber forest near "Warialda, but I think for all 
that the sleepers will necessarily be a little more costly than on the Moree line.
916. Then the timber is actually closer to this lino than it was to the Moree line ? No, it was closer to 
the Moree line ; was more convenient, I should say.
917. I see you estimate £200 for a station-master’s house;—what sort of cottage can you build for that?
It will only be a small place—about four rooms; it is what has been done lately,
918. I suppose I am right in taking it for granted that your object has been to cheapen the cost of the 
work as much as possible, having due regard to its efficiency and the necessary accommodation for the 
working staff ? Tes.
919. Tou found, in effect, that under the old rogune unnecessary expenditure had taken place in pro
viding accommodation for tho men ? Tes.
920. Tou assure me positively that you have very little doubt that the line will be constructed within 
your estimate ? Yes.
921. And nothing can take place in connection with the permanent survey which is likely to increase the 
estimate ? No.
922. I think Mr. Lee obtained from you the fact that a stiff grade exists near the Hawkesbury ? Yes,
923. I find from the railway time-table that Hawkesbury is given as 9 feet above high-water mark, aud 
Berowra as 067 feet, and-the distance between the two is 8 miles ? Yes.
924. That is a stiff pull the whole way is it not ? Yes.
925. It is a stiff grade the whole way ? No, I do not think it is exactly that; but I will send for the 
section of the line.
926. Going further north I find there is a rise of 937feet between Aberdeen and Murrurundi? Tes; 
there is a grade of 1 in 40 going up from Murrurundi to The Gap.
927. From Murrurundi to Ardglen, a distance of G miles, there is a rise of 521 feet? Tes.
928. Must not these grades on the main northern line between Newcastle and the dip beyond Liverpool 
Hange, and between Sydney and Newcastle, govern the wrhole of the traffic ou the northern line ? With 
regard to that matter, I think it would bo better to ask some of the traffic people how they manage the 
trains.
929. I ask you if that grade must not govern the whole of the traffic on the northern line ? I do not 
think it necessarily would, because where you have grades concentrated you can make special arrange
ments.
930. But you have not got them concentrated ; it is 266 miles to Wcrris Creek ? But you have grades 
concentrated at Murrurundi.
931. Tou have the same concentration of grades from Glen luucs to Black Mountain, so that if it holds
good between Newcastle and "Werris Creek the same remark holds good between Werris Creek and Glen 
Innes? Tou can scarcely call it-a concentration of grades when you have several bad grades scattered 
about. ■
932. Will you describe the features of the line from the Hawkesbury to Berowra Station, on tho up 
journey, a distance of S miles ? The summit is about 28 J- miles, which is a little higher than Berowra 
Station, which is 705’9 feet. The lowest point at the Hawkesbury is 6’8 feet or, say, 7 feet; so that the 
rise is 699 feet in 8 miles.
933. Is there not a grade of 1 in 33 on that 8 miles ? No, 1 in 40.
934. Mr. Lce'\ There used to be ? No; the grades have nob been altered. There is a little over3 miles
of 1 in 40. .
935. Mr. Wright.'] A continuous pull? Yes. Then there is about three-quarters of a mile of 1 in 55, 
and then about 1 mile and 10 chains of 1 in 50. There is also a grade iust before you get to tho summit 
of .1 iu 60.
936. "What length is that ? About three-quarters of a mile. The rest of the grades, making up tho 
length, are comparatively easy—1 in 75, I iu 100, 1 in 120, and so on.
937. At all events you hare mentioned the sfciffest? Tes.
938. Tow will you take the other section from Strathfield to the highest point near Berowra? The grades 
arc all easy, until you pass the Parramatta River. Tou have a 1 in 60 ascent to Rydo Station, but 
beyond there you have grades of 1 in 40. There is nearly a mile of 1 in 40. Beyond Eastwood up to
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Ee”1110’ 9^^xi there is nearly half a mile of 1 in 41. From the crossing of Devlin’s Creek, at 15 miles, there 
is nearly a mile of 1 in 40, and another length of nearly a mile of 1 m 50. Further on there are about 

10Sept., 1896. ^ c^a‘ns °i'1 i’1 ^ That brings you up to Pennant Hills.
’ ' 039. Then there is a considerable rise between there and Berowra ? Not a very great one. At any rate

it is split up very much. The highest point at Pennant Hills is 529 feet, just beyond tbe old bridge. 
Then there are lengths of 1 iu 40, and other grades about half a mile or so at a stretch. There is a grade 
of 1 in 40—about 50 chains—as you get up to South Colah.
940. Axe there any stiS grades between Newcastle and Aberdeen ? They have all been cut out, I think.
941. Would it be an impossible thing to cut out some of the grades on the line further north of these 
points—the Murrurundi grade, for instance ? I do not think that would bo possible.
942. What effect would the deviation of the grade at Knapsack G-nlly produce ? That is a different 
case. It did not cut out the 1 in 30 grade going up from Emu Plains.
943. You still have tho grade through tbe tunnel P Yes; of 1 in 33.
944. Is that the same grade as you had in the Zigzag ? Yes.
945. Some very severe grades have been cut out on the Blue Mountains? The improvements on the 
Blue Mountains have been more in the cutting out of the cuiwes than the grades. You cannot do much 
in improving the grades on the Blue Mountains, except near Clarence Tunnel, where there isa bit of 1 in 33 
cut out,
946. What radius are the mountain curves ? Where the S-chain curves have been cut out, 12 chains are
the sharpest, and most of them arc 14 chains. .
947. I understand that on the proposed line you purpose putting in 10-chain curves? Yes.
948. Can you explain why it is considered necessary to take out S-. and 10-chain curves on existing lines, 
and substitute 14 and 15 chains, whilst we still construct 10-chaiu curves on now linos? That is for the 
rapid running of heavy trains.
949. You think that will only apply to the main arteries? Yes; it is quite a different thing on the 
branches.
950. Have you seen in oilier parts of the world trains travelling on curves very much less than 10 chains ? 
Yes.
951. Of what radius ? In America I have travelled over curves of 6 and 7 chains.
952. And at a high rate of speed ? Yes ; a pretty high rate of speed, but not upon express trains.
953. Thirty miles an hour? Yes, I think so.
954. With heavy traffic ? Yes.
955. So that you have found in other countries that ii is possible to do what the Hallway Commissioners 
say it is impossible to do here—to take with speed heavy traffic along 6- and 8-chain curves ? You must 
remember that the American rolling stock is different from ours. The central buffers make a great deal 
of difference, as well as the use of the bogie stock.
956. Tho bogie governs the whole question ? And the central buffers. I think the central buffers are 
quite as important as the bogie.
957. Do you think you can run a loaded train with big carriages and double buffers round a 5-chain curve? 
It would go round, but I do not think it is a desirable thing to try. I should not like to travel round it 
at any speed.
958. Do you sec any objection to a railway having curves of 8 and 10 chains radius ? I do not think there
is any objection to 10-chain curves on lines of this character. •
950. Would it be possible to conduct a heavy and sqieedy traffic over lines of 10 chains radius ? Yes, at 
a fair rate of speed; anything short of express speeds.

, 960. Do you think a 1 in 40 or 1 in 50 grade is an impracticable one for ordinary traffic? No ; it is
only a question of engine power.
961. Do you think it is a grade which will seriously impair the usefulness of a liue ? Yes ; it means more 
engine power, of course.
962. What grades are there in America ? On the Southern Pacific Hailway there are grades of 1 iu 30
and 1 in 40. "
963. And they find no difficulty in working the traffic ? They work it right enough.
964. And carry the goods cheaply ? I do not know what are the rates on the Southern Pacific line, but 
they cany pretty cheaply.
965. If we are told that a heavy traffic cannot be successfully carried on a lino with 1 in 50 and 1 in 60 
grades, do you think it is incorrect ? T would rather not say anything to criticise. I have not gone into 
the question or made any calculations.
966. Do you think heavy and speedy traffic can he successfully carried on at remunerative prices on lines 
with grades of 1 in 50 and 1 in 60 ? I think that is too general a question to ask.
967. If you were authorised to construct a line from point A to point B, to accommodate the general 
merchandise traffic of tho country, and you found it difficult to get grades of less than 1 in 40 or 1 in 50, 
would you think it necessary to go to very much greater expense to fiatfen out the grades ? It is a matter 
for calculation as to how far one should go iu flattening out the grade. There is no doubt that in some 
cases it would be desirable to adopt heavier grades, and if the rates you charge are sufficient, and the 
quantity of traffic is sufficient, you can have a paying load over the steep grades.
968. Supposing you were asked to construct a lino that would hardly ever, under any circumstances, be 
required to carry a greater weight than a load from 150 to 200 tons, would you think it necessary, in that 
case, to have grades of less than 1 in 50? No ; not unless you were looking to tho future.
969. You say the grade between Hawkesbury and the top of the hill to Berowra, and between Hyde and 
Berowra, on the down journey, would not govern the traffic of the northern line, that being the ruling 
grade for a distance of 25 miles? No; you would have n long stretch between there and 
Murrurundi which you could work otherwise. You could take long trains on that length.
970. Would not that remark apply to any other portion of tho line? Yes; if the grades were sufficiently 
concentrated it would apply.
971. Would it not apply very strongly to that portion of the line going up from M’oonbi to the top> of the 
Moonbi Ranges, a distance of 12 or 14 miles ? Yes, but there would be tbe extra hauling newer which 
you would have to pay for. Jf you can avoid the steep grades ii. is so much to your advantage.
972. But are not the grades on the ascent to the tableland of New England, both from the southern side

upward,
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upward, and the northern side upward, sufficiently concentrated to enable you to employ additional engine 
power if the traffic justified it ? Yes,
U73. I understood you to say that you thought the proposal before the Committee was the best way of 
getting a railway from Moree to Inverell ? Yes; my instructions were to get a railway between Moree 
and Inverell, The problem of getting the host railway from Sydney to Inverell was not put before me.
974. The question of getting the best communication from Inverell to Sydney has not been dealt with by
you? No. ■ ,
975. Your calculation for tbe construction of a line from Inverell to (Tien Innes was originally about 
£8,000 per mile ? Yes.
070. That line is permanently staked now ? Yes.
977. Will you state what you think it can now he constructed for at the lowest estimate t £0,077 per
mile. ... .
978. Is that the cheapest rate at which it can he constructed? I think it might turn out a litlle cheaper,
but I should not like to say it could. In looking over my estimate I find that I have “ engineering and 
contingencies ” 15 per cent, instead of 12 J- per cent. I can knock off the 21 per cent. I do not think the 
contingencies would he any greater on that line than on the proposed line. _
979. Would that effect a reduction in the cost ? It brings it down to about £6,000 per mile.

H. Deane, 
Esq.

10 Sept., 1896.

FRIDAY, 11 SEPTEMBER, 1896.
' ^rrsmt:—
The Hon. FREDERICK: THOMAS HUM PEER Y (Vice-Chairman).

Tho Hon. Charles .Tames Roberts, C.M.G-. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connoh.
Henry Clarice, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
Gteoroe Black, Esq.
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

Tho Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Moree to Inverell,

Henry Deane, Esq., Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,
sworn, and further examined :—

980. Mr. Bloch,'] In reply, I think to Mr. Lee, you said the bridge over the Macintyre River, in proximity H. Deane, 
to the proposed site of the railway station, would be comparatively inexpensive ? I think I gave the sum
for the bridge and approaches as £5,000. Tho actual amount in the estimates was £4,380. But to that ^ t 
has to he added percentages which make it nearly £5,000. _
981. The river bed there is not very wide;—would it not be necessary to construct a viaduct on one 
side? The flood waters come over the bank a little, but not very much.
9S2. Is not the bank on one side very much lower than on the other ? The flood waters come over the 
bank on the eastern side. The bank itself is high, but there are openings. There is a creek which enters 
the Macintyre River and the water flows over on to tho land, but that would not be a serious matter.
988. Mr. Wright asked you if it was not contrary to the practice of the world to construct railway bridges 
of wood instead of iron ; I should liko to ask you whether that ds not largely because timber or a similar 
character to ours is not available ? Yes, it is. I pointed out that with ironbark you can make a very 
satisfactory and durable bridge. I can give yon a little information about that.
984. What is the tensile strength of ironbark per square inch ? I am afraid to give you that from 
memory. _
9S5. IIow would it compare with steel ? The tensile strength of steel is from 28 to 30 tons to the square 
inch. In using timber in tension you can never utilise the full section. You cannot clip or rivet it in 
the same way that you can iron or steel. It is always under that disadvantage. _
986. Is it not a fact that there are some wooden bridges in this country which have been in existence for 
over thirty-six years ? I have not any particulars with me, but I am quite sure that there are bridges that 
have lasted more than twenty-five years.
987. The life of a steel bridge is practically infinite ? It ia not known at present. It is generally assumed 
to he almost unlimited. * 1 think that is putting too high a value on its life.
988. I suppose that a steel bridge of the character necessary would cost 150 per cent, more than a wooden
one? It would cost twice as much. _
989. What is the maintenance of an iron bridge as compared with a wooden bridge ? For a railway it 
would be about the same. It is a question of the renewal of the painting. A wooden bridge has more 
surface.
990. There is a good deal of timber used in connection with an iron bridge ? Yes,
991. Taking into consideration the cost of maintenance and the interest on the outlay, the amount of
money spent yearly on a wooden bridge would be less than that spent on an iron bridge? Yes. A 
railway bridge stands in a very different position from a road bridge inasmuch as in considering the ■
maintenance of a road bridge you have to consider the maintenance of timber decking, which would be • 
always wearing out. In the case of a railway bridge one part would last just as long as the other. In
fact the beams and transoms in platforms of some of the railway bridges have lasted a very long time,
quite as long as the time that I gave for the life of an ironbark bridge—twenty-five years.
992. I suppose that in a road bridge the planking would require renewing every ten years ? It depends
upon the traffic. _
993. You said that yon had got a statement? Yes. With reference to the comparative cost and life of 
timber and steel bridges that came into my evidence yesterday. I want to explain a little more clearly 
what 1 meant. Supposing that a timber bridge cost £10,000 to build, and a steel bridge, to carry the same 
traffic, and of equal strength, cost £20,000. By building the bridge of timber, £10,000 would be imme
diately saved, and if this sum is put out at compound interest for twenty-five years at 3 per cent, the 
saving will amount to nearly £21,000 at the end of the twenty-five years, showing that the building 
of a steel bridge can be economically deferred until that period has elapsed.

994.
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'Ficc-Chairman.'] In other words you spend £10,000 on a timber bridge, and if it should require 
renewal at the end of_twenty-five years you have £21,000 available P Tes. 

nSept.,189S. i ' Jou epuld build another for £10,000, and start again with £11,000 to your credit? Tes; it 
’ tt ^ *s 11 ‘'lhv:hV3 wise to go to the larger expense in building the more durable structure,

996. Have you taken into consideration Mr. Black’s question as to the cost of maintenance—that a 
timber bridge may cost considerably more to paint than an iron bridge, owing to the larger quantity of 
material ? There will be a little more in painting. I have not any comparative statement to make with 
regard to the painting, but painting is not a very serious item. I have only taken the interest at 3 per 
cent., but the Government are not borrowing money’at 3 per cent. yet.
997. Tou think the cost of painting, and the expenditure on repairs during the twenty-five years, would 
not appreciably affect the saving? No; you get the saving in spite of it. I desire to mention this, 
because the propriety of building a timber bridge instead of a steel bridge was challenged, and I think I 
ooor i ^ m s^ow’i1d thati if it is desirable to build a timber bridge, it can be done so economically. ' 
99s Mr. Lce.~] Supposing a steel bridge cost £30,000? I am taking the comparative value. I have 
reckoned it out that a steel bridge, under similar circumstances, will cost double tho amount of a wooden 
bridge. When you come to very large spans it is much more convenient to use steel. Timber tends to 
become then an impracticable material, consequently you have very little option.
999. Vice-Chairman,'] There is no reason why you should not use timber bridges between Moree and 
Inverell. iNo. Then with regard to tho borrowing of money, the tendency is for rates of interest to 
decrease. At the end of the twenty-five years, when you want to renew, you will probably be able to 
borrow the money on more favourable terms.
1000. You may ? That is the tendency,
1001. Is there anything that you desire to add to your evidence? I stated that various deviations had 
been made and investigated. I think I used the word “examined;” it would be more correct to say

investigated. . This compilation of parish maps does not show the deviations; but if a Sectional 
Loinmittee is going over the line possibly they would like to have them shown. There is the deviation at 
Warialda. Tho line submitted is, undoubtedly the best line; but the first survey that was made proceeded 
from Moree northwards and across tho two rivers, and went through Paramollowa, keeping on the north 
side of the river, then passing through Warialda. It crosses Mosquito Greek at tho bend where the 
latter bears to the right; it then turns back again towards the river. That bend is necessary to get the 
grade. ^ It then follows up the Warialda Creek into Warialda.
as vrel^at ^nG 'V;lS cons^ere(* ^ '"'as actually surveyed. It is more costly than the other, and longer

1003. It would be a little longer between Moree and Warialda ? Yes,
100-1 W’hat would bo the difference in length ? The length of that line is 101 miles 28 chains, and the
length or the line submitted is 96 miles 35 chains, so there is a saving of 5 miles.
ioop’ What difference is it between Inverell and Moree as tho crow flies ? 79f miles.
1006. Vice-Chairman.'] What is your estimate of the cost of the line via Parnmellowa ? £315,000.
1007. Against £279,500? Tes.
1008. Would that line traverse better country ? No ; the lower line ia in the better country. The reason
w iv it is taken up in that way was that it was proposed to run a line on the north-east towards Bogabilia. 
ouch a line would have a portion common to tho two.
1009. How many miles of tho extension in the direction of Boggabilla would have been available for the
branch line to Inverell ? I should say about 8 miles.
1010. And what would be the cost of construction of those 8 miles? About £35,000,

j vtt 0-^ijU wou^ ke a better service than the proposed line because you touch Paramellowa
and Wanasda. On either line you can go through Warialda, or pass up Kelly’s Gully, The grade is

1^n2v. Th<in v ^ be t*16 Policy of Parliament to extend the line in the direction of Boggabilla, you
line ? Yes ^ ^ mi es roa^ at a CC|st of £35,000, notwithstanding the expenditure on the proposed

i m a ' ■*-)e‘*uc^rLS £35,000 from the £315,000 the cost, of both lines would be very nearly the same ? Yes. 
■u v JyssunlmS the cost to be equal, is it your opinion that the proposal submitted to tho Committee is 
the better one ? Yes, I think it is.
1015. A better one for all purposes ? Yes.

wkeli^ be m<T l)rofita.ble in its running ? Yes ; it is better country on the south side.
IUI/. W ouid it not make a considerable difference in the expenditure by the Postal Department if a line were 
constructed on the northern side of the river instead of on the south, so that the mails could be delivered 
direct to iaramellowa and Warialda, instead of branch postal services being necessary from theso points? 
lhat 1 have not considered. The position at Warialda would be exactly the same. One would have the 
option of either going through Warialda or Kelly’s Gully in both cases. 
i m o m? the <liffereTlce in cost t0 tlle Postal Department would be very slight ? Yes.
1019. I he cost of these two surveyed routes is almost similar? The cost in the case of the northern 
route would be £35,000 more.
ino?’ be absorbe^ ’n extending the Moree line in the direction of Boggabilla? Yes.
wmo rri cj 7°U s ,et tbi9 line ? It.waSi tbe recommendation of the Kailway Commissioners.
IU22. Ihe tirst proposal was to make a line on the northern side ? That was the line that was approved 
tor survey. Then, at the beginning of this year, the Kailway Commissioners asked that the line should 
be taken south of Die Gwydir, so that survey has been made.
on^the'subject Railway Commissionei'a gire reasons for the present proposal ? Yes; they made a report

dld y^1’ m insta;Ilce> survey the line north of the Gwydir instead of the present
. ecanse it w as believed at that time that an extension in the direction of Boggabilla would 

—if iaier - made’ and then the doulble crossing of the Gwydir Kiver would he saved. 
iUilo. Has the intention to extend the line in the direction of Boggabilla been abandoned ? It has at 
UtCSuH L*
1026, So that the line is now being surveyed between Moree 
Moree will be the terminus for some time to come ? Yes. and Inverell upon the assumption that

1027.
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1027. Assuming that the line in tlie direction of Boggabilla was still in contemplation would you start H-Deane, 
your line to Inverell from Moree, or from the eight-mile point north of the river ? Knowing what the
relative costs are, I should think it better to start as is now proposed. Better country would he served, le9G<
1028. Even if the line to Boggabilla had been in contemplation, you would still have started from Moree 1 '
in preference to starting north of the Gwydir ? I would now, but at that time it was thought that the
saving would be worthy of consideration. _
1029. Kow, you cross the river four times, do you not? There would he one crossing on the present 
line, and there would ho two crossings on tbe extension north.
1030. Then we may look upon the present line as additional in cost? Tes, in one way it would be 
additional cost; but the general cost of construction is less on tho southern side of the river,
1031. The cost of crossing the Gwydir would be about £8,000, which might be dispensed with if the lino 
started north of Moree ? No ; I think it would come to very much the same thing,
1032. I see that you provide £7,953 on page 3 ? Tes, for the bridge over the Gwydir Kiver.
1033. Then that would be the only saving effected by starting the line 8 miles north of Moree? Tes; 
but against that you would have the extra cost of earthworks ou the northern side; they are heavier.
1034-5. So that everything considered, it is better for the lino to start from Moree ? Tes.
1036. Will you read the Commissioners’ report ? Tes. 1 should like to say that this report was made 
whilst I was away inspecting this line. 1 £ it had been left for a few days, part of it would have been 
rendered unnecessary. The report is as follows:—

Office of the Railway Commissioners of New South Wales, Sydney, 10 March, 1896.
The Hon. J. H. Young, M.P., Minister for Public Works,—

Railway Comtnunicalion to InvereCL

Ik accordance with the promise of the Chief Commissioner, the whole of the various routes which have been considered in 
connection with the question of giving railway communication to Inverell have received further consideration and inquiry, 
and wc are strongly of opinion that Inverell should be approached from the terminus of the Narrabri-Moree railway.

Further inquiry would, however, indicate the wisdom of making a new survey, somewhat to the soutli of Warialda,
<is it is found that in the neighbourhood of Warialda itself the land is of a poor quality, whereas to the south it is of a 
much richer quality, and the line being carried in a southerly direction would, it is thought, materially affect the cost of 
bridges in connection with the crossing of the Gwydir and Mehi streams.

We understand from Mr. Harper, our Goods Superintendent, who has thoroughly investigated the country for us, 
that 4 miles to the south of Warialda, and thence to Inverell the line would pass through some ot the richest country in the 
Inverell district. It would also traverse the most thickly-populated and highly-farmed land in the vicinity of Inverell 
itself. The line on Little Plain, Gum Flat, and Greedy Creek, lying from 12 to 20 miles to the west and south-west of 
Inverell, is exoeediugly productive, and carries considerable settlement. It is stated that in these vicinities also there is far 
more agricultural production than in the whole route between Inverell to Glen Innes.

Mr, Harper also informs us that the country on the sonthem bank of the river presents advantages for future agri
cultural settlement which do not exist on the pastoral lands lying to the north. Warialda itself is a settlement of small 
importance, and it is considered that carrying the liue to the south thereof has so many advantages as to far outweigh the 
small amount of inconvenience that would be suffered by avoiding the township.

Mr. Harper found that the chief business people of both Inverell and Moree were strongly in favour of the suggested 
line. A very important point in connection with the consideration of the matter is the fact that the greater portion of the 
wool and produce which was calculated upon as forming the probable traffic for the Glen Innes to Inverell liue comes from 
the districts to the west and north-west of Inverell, and therefore tho route now under consideration to Moree, would give 
tlie settlers in the district a much improved mode of conveyance.

The rough estimates which have been prepared for the lino, show, that although tho distance will he about double 
that as between Inverell anti Glen Innes, yet all the additional mileage could he constructed for the some money as it was 
considered the Glen Innes-Inverell line would cost; therefore the State would secure the great advantage of opening up 
double the amount of land, and, generally, of a much better character than the land lying between Glen Innes and Inverell; 
in addition to which the grades upon the lines would he of a much more favourable character, and it would be much cheaper 
to work ; and again, the lino would have the effect of securing to the railways, traffic, that if taken to Glen Innes, in all 
probability would he taken to the sea-coast.

For those reasons, wo strongly recommend that the Moree-Inverell line he adopted, instead of the Glen Inncs- 
Invcrcll route.

E. M. G. EDDY.
CHARLES OLIVER.
W. M. FEHON.

I afterwards wrote this memorandum:—
Railway Construction Branch, Enginecr-in-Chic£’s Office, Sydney, 27 March, 1896.

Ilaihmy CoTMmmimiion with Inrtrell.

With reference to the accompanying communication from tho Railway Commissioners I have the honor to report ns 
follows :—

1 carefully examined the possible routes myself during my recent visit through the district.
A lino from Moree, on the south side of tlie Gwydir River via Ezzy’s Crossing to Warialda, would be much shorter 

and cheaper than any on the north side of the river. I beg the Minister, however, will understand that no mistake was 
made in selecting the route on the north side of the river, because it was done deliberately, and on the supposition that 
the first few miles would serve as a portion of the line to Boggabilla, which tho Railway Commissioners then advocated.
If the Boggabilla proposal is abandoned there is no necessity for running along the north side of the Gwydir to Warialda.

As regards the central portion of the hue, that passing through or near Warialda, it would be impracticable to 
carry the line further south than Kelly’s Gully, where a survey has been made, the advantages of which route I pointed 
out to the Minister some time ago ; the Kelly's Gully route is the only practicable one soutli of Warialda. Any attempt 
to bring the line further south than this would involve the encountering of a mass of high ridges and gullies the cost of 
traversing which would he prohibitive.

As to the third and last section of the line, the proposal to serve the residents of Little Plain and Gum Flat, better, 
by bringing the line through those localities and entering Inverell through a more southerly gap, is, I am afraid, not 
practicable. I hod, last year, the passes of the range west of Inverell carefully examined, and arrived at the conclusion 
that the only route by which a fairly cheap line could be coiistrncted was the one adopted. The surveyor who made that 
examination, Mr. N. Chalmers, is now in Western Australia, hut Mr. Stuart has also explored the country, and he is of 
opinion that such a line as now suggested would he very costly. I have, however, instructed Mr. Edw-ards to test the 
proposed route by a survey, after which I will make a further communication on the subject.

A minor deviation to bring the line nearer to Little Plain and retain the present route where it passes through the 
gap in the range, can lie made, hut it will probably be somewhat more costly than the present lino.

With regard to tho line as marked out between the head of Kelly’s Gully and Inverell, I have little hesitation in 
saying, that, from an engineering point of view, it is the best that can be found. The earth-works aro as light as can be 
expected in the class of country, and the necessary provision for water-ways slight, as the line follows the water-shed.

At on interview I had with the Chief Commissioner for Railways, I explained the above to him.
H. DEANE,

Engineer-m-Chicf.
The Little Plain deviation which Mr. Harper suggested, and the Kailway Commissioners mention in their 
report, was examined by Mr. Edwardes, surveyor, and was found not to be desirable. The consequence

being
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H, Doane, 
Esq.

11 Sept., 189C.

J. Clarke, 
Ksq.

parliamentary standing committee on public works.

being that it was decided that with tlie exception of the deviation on the eouthem side of the river, between 
thcre^rTto Inver II * ^CC ;’ ^uc stand as already surveyed—that is, up Kelly’s Gully, and from

Joseph Clarke, Esq., Inland Mail Clerk, Postal and Electric Telegraph Department, sworn, and examined :—
JJSJ- Kce-Clairvw/..] What are you ? Inland Mail Clerk, Postal and Electric Telegraph Department. 

u,,/rlT,0 Jf11 a statement to make to tho Committee ? I have a statement here which I will read :—
‘ +i,° Tll!es^ 01 Secretary to tlie Parliainentary Standing Committee on Public Works for information

T bavo tLo a- c™'reyanw of mails between Glen limes anti Inverell, Moree and Inveiel!. Tamwortli and Bingara,
along the hues inentioned0^UEun°l P0PQty Bostmaster-Geueral, to give particulars of the existing mail contract services

Glm fnnes, Inverell, Warialda, and Moree.

Contractors*
Postal Lines.

Dis- Frequency

Names. Addresses. in
Miles

Communi
cation.

255 William Byron... Glen Innes ... Glen Innes, Reddestone, Wel- 
Lingrove, Nullamanna, . and 
Inverell, via Glendon, Wel- 
lingrove Station, Ring’s 
Plains, Appletree Gully, 
Vcver’s Sheep Station, A. 
M'Leod’s and Brown’s.

66 Two ...

256 Richard Alcock... Glen Innes 
(direct line)

Glen Innes, Swan Vale, Beau
fort, Matheson, and Inverell; 
and '

Inverell, Rob Roy, Little 
Plain, Reedy Creek, and 
Warialda, via the Main Road.

42

39

Six......

Three

180 Ohas. K. Wilson Moree .......... Moree, Paramellowa, and 
Warialda, via Boolooroo, and 
up the north bank of the Big 
River, past Tareelari, crossing 
it at Boolooroo.

60 Two ...

Mode of 
Convoytmce.

Annual Amount 
payable 

to Contractors.

Datcol
Termination

of
Contracts.

Horseback

J-Coach, 2 
V or 4 
1 horses.

4-wheeled 
coach, 4 
horses.

217 James Ryan ......  Warialda

218 Mark Lavings ... Warialda......

Total cost per annum .................. .
or adding the cost of two small services connecting at Warialda-

& 8. d.
95 0 0

479 0 0

117 0 0

31 Dec., 1897

31 Dec., 1898

31 Dec. ,1897

Warialda and Yagobie, via 
Highland Plain, East Lynne, 
Glendon, Gravesend, and 
Oatenmildi.

Warialda and Om<jin Station; 
Warialda and Gra{/hi Station, 
tiia Robert’s and Myalla.

The total amount per annum is.

27 i One

14 Two 
15J One

Horseback

Horseback

£091 0 0 

28 10 0 31 Dec., 1898
3S 19 0 i 31 Dec., 1898

£758

Contractor W. O. Coggan, of Inverell; Line, Bingura, Little Plain, Gum Flat, and Inverell: 53 miles : tri-weekly: 
--horse coach ; £120 per annum; to 31st December, 1897. This mail runs from Inverell, riot Gmn Flat, towards Little 
riam, thence to Umgara.

Contractor,

Postal Line.
Dis- Frequency 

lance of
in Comnium- 

Tililos1 cation.
i

Mode of 
Conveyance.

Animal Amount 
j able 

to Contractor.

Date of 
Termination 

of
Contract,

Kamc. | Address.

200 Geo, Wilkinson, 
sen.

Tamworth ... Tamworth, Attunga, Manilla, 
Upper Manilla, Barraba, Cob- 
badah, Diuoga, Bingara, 
Oakey Creek, and Warialda, 
via Barker!!, North Bingara, 
and Moorefield (Hall’s Creek)

125 Six...... Coach, 2 
or more 
horses.

£ s. d. 
1,199 0 0 SI Dec., 1897

w . ,, . contract service, it will be seen, is Tamworth, Bingara, and Warialda; tlie distance between Bingara and 
\a arialda is 28 miles, and deducting the mileage rate for that portion of the line, the cost of carriage of mails over the 
l amworth-Jimgara section, 97 miles, six times a week, is £930 Ss. 6d. per annum.

If mails were conveyed by railway between Moree and Inverell, the charge under the existing arrangement would be 
If the weight of mads does not exceed an average of 2 cwt. per day, £12 per mile per annum.
If the weight of mails exceeds an average of 2 cwt. per day, £20 per mile per annum.

Number of mails exchanged on the lines, including parcefo.
Glen Innes and Inverell, via Wellingrovc, twice a week service.............................. 24 bags per week.
Glen Innes and Inverell, via Mathoson, six times a week sendee........................... 22 bags per day.
Inverell and Warialda, three times a week sendee ................................................ 24 bags per week.
Moree aud Warialda, twice a week service ............................................................. 12 bags per week.
Narrabri and Moree, six times a week service ......................................................  10 bags per day.
Tamworth and Warialda, six times a week service .............................. ............... 44 bags per day.

___________________ ________ _____________ Statement

■ * JloTE {on revision) :—
Department of Public Works, Railway Construction Branch, Engineer-in-Cbief’s Office, 

c- a , , , , , , Sydney, 19th September, 1896.
bir, As requested by the Chairman I have tbe honor to give the following information in reference to the 

ownership of land on the Moree to Inverell line :—Crown land 47 miles 20 chains, of which 24 miles arc held under 
homestead, conditional, and senib leases; pastoral lessees occupy the remainder (23 M) Alienated land 49 miles, ID chains.

I have, &c.,
H. DEANE,

q,, „ t ,, , „ , Engineer-in-Chief for Railway Construction.
Aho Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
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Statement showing tho number of letters posted at, and the Revenue derived from, the Post Offices on tho Glen Innes 
and Inverell, Inverell and Warialda, Moree and Warialda. and Tamworth and Bingara Mail Services, during the 
Year 1895.

J. Clarke, 
Esq.

Namo o[ Offlce.
Number 

of Letters 
Tosted.

Revenue.

Postal Telcsraphie.
Money Order 

and
Postal Note-

Total.

£ £ £ £
Glen Innes..................................................................... 164,040 1,295 483 62 1,840

1,610 24 24
Wellingrove ...................... ......... ............................ 2 940 21 21
Nullamanna ................................................................. 2,530 23 28
Inverell ............................................ ............................. 199JOO 1,836 567 104 ' 2,507
Rwan Vale .................................................................. 1 750 39 39
Beaufort.................................................................... 1,71(1 20 20
Matheson................................................................. 5,380 30 30
Rob Roy ......................................................... 1520 9 9
Little Plain............................................................ 1^520 1G 10
Warialda........................................................................ 7],'020 590 243 27 860
Paramellowa ..... ........................................................... 4,370 IS IS
Moree.............................................................................. 185,590 2,005 724 85 2,814
Tamworth ..................................................................... 698,730 2,572 1,060 142 3,774
Attunga ....................................................................... 8,780 24 24
Manilla............. ............................................................. 43,360 435 99 22 556

11,200 94 9 103
Barraba ....................................................................... 69^10 489 135 36 660
Cobbadah1....................................................................... 9,780 80 80
Bingara.......................................................................... 92,500 561 249 47 857

II Sept., 1895.

1089. Mr. Clarke.] Can you give ua exactly tho cost of the conveyance of mails by coach from Moree 
to Inverell on the proposed line of railway, 90 miles ? Moree to Warialda is one part. Wo have these in 
different contracts. 1 estimate the cost from Inverell to Warialda three times a week at about £100 a 
year, then the next one Warialda to Moree twice a week, £117.
1040. I'hat would be about £217 ? Yes.
1041. T. see by an estimate bore made by the Railway Commissioners the cost by tbe railway if it is 
constructed will be £1,188, that is from Moree to Inverell ? Very close to it.
1042. So that the difference between the two systems would bo £971 ? Yes.
1043. Is that tho ordinary rate on-the railway throughout tlie Colony ? Yes.
1044. Is it not an enormous amount compared to the ordinary charge for carrying mails ? It is, but I 
suppose it is considered to be much better.
1045. Do you think it is a fair arrangement in the public interest? I believe it is thought to be a very 
high rate.
1046. What would be tbe cost of a daily service between Moree and Inverell ? About £500 a year.
1047. Mr. Lee.] That compares very favourably with the line from Glen Innes to Warialda, which is 
very nearly tbe same distance ? That is 81 miles, it is somewhere about the same. There is another 
consideration which comes in in regard to that line, and it is as to whether there would bo sufficient in
ducement for a man to put a coach on to run at that rate. If it were in a country like this—Glen Innes 
to Inverell, where there is a good traffic, the cost would be about £450.
1048. Mr. Clarke.] Even so, tbe cost is more than double what it is by tbe ordinary coaches ? Yes.
1049. Is that tbe ease all over tbe Colony ? Wherever there is an extension of tho railway and we have 
to pay railway rates it costs us a great deal moro for conveyance of mails than it did by coach.
1050. I suppose that tbe railway authorities like to make as high charges as they can? It has been in 
operation for many years. I do not know bow soon it will come to an end; some new arrangement has 
been mooted.
1051. Do not vou think this particular rate is very high? It appears to be. On private lines wo got it 
done cheaper.
1052. Wliat is tbe difference in time between the ordinary carriage and tho railways ? The railways 
average about 20 miles an hour including stoppages.
1053. How long would it take to carry the mails from Moree to Inverell? It is a sort of bush track, and 
it is rather slow. We will say it would take a couple of days. '
1054. That is in comp arise it with three or four hours by rail ? We will say six hours.
1055. Mr. Roberts.] Have you a daily mail between Glen Innes and Inverell ? Yes, the distance is 42 
miles; the mail goes six times a week.
1056. And what is the annual cost of that ? The cost of that, including one to Warialda three times a 
week, it being a combined service, will be £100 loss.
1057. And tho contract from Glen Innes to Inverell? Glen Innes to Inverell six times a week, and 
Inverell to Warialda three times a week, £479, taking off the £100 makes it £379.
1058. Is it a fact that wherever a railway is made the cost of carrying the mails is increased to the Postal 
Department by 100 per cent, ? Yes, sometimes more.
1059. Is there any agreement existing between your Department and the Railway Department for the 
carriage of mails ? Yes.
1060. On what basis do they arrive at their estimates ? I cannot tell you. Dp to a certain year we pay 
a lump sum of £45,000 a year. On lines opened since then, minor lines, they pay £12 per mile per 
annum if the mails are under 2 cwt. per day, over 2 cwt. per day they pay £20 per mile per annum; and 
where we employ a travelling post office, as we do between Sydney and Albury, it is £36 per mile per 
annum. Of course, some of these lines are included in the lump sum of £45,000 a year. If we wanted 
to put on a travelling post office, we should have to pay £36 a mile per annum.
1061. An estimate has been laid before the Committc by the Railway Department making the amount for 
the carriage of mails £1,138. That would be at the rate, approximately, of £12 a mile for 99 miles ? Yes.
1062. If similar work were done bv coach, it would only cost, approximately, about half that sum? About
half. • • • . 1063.
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1063, What: are the advantages in the way of early delivery, accruing from railway communication in a 
case like this P It would all depend upon your time-table. If you want to get to Inverell, running 
through from Sydney as they do now, the 615 train arrives at Narrabri next morning at 9 o’clock. It 
gets to Moree at about half-past 2 o’clock. I think with improved advantages there might bo hour 
saved, and you could reach Inverell by, say, G p.m. Going north to G-lenlnues, we get through at 5 now; 
in a short time we shall get through at half-past 4 in the afternoon,
3 064. Having these facts before you, supposing this railway were constructed, would your Department seud 
the mails by way of Moree ? I do not think we could send the Inverell mails.
1065. I understood you to say that it would he quicker by way of Glen Innes by coach? I think it would 
be, as far as Inverell is concerned.
1066. Consequently, if the railway were constructed, it would give no advantage from a postal point of 
view ? Not to Inverell; no doubt to all the other points it would.
1067. And you would send whichever way you could reach the addressee quickest ? Whichever way would 
be most expeditious.
1068. Does that £12 a mile for mail-matter include newspapers and parcels? The carriage of parcels 
is quite a new thing—it began in 1893. There has been an extra allowance for that of £3,500 a year,
1069. Then that is in addition to the £12 per mile ? Tes ; it is a new thing altogether.
1070. Can you tell us whether this apparently high charge is likely to continue ? I know that there are 
some steps being taken tt> reconsider it.
1071. Do you think that if this line is constructed, and you send your mail-matter all the wray by rail to 
Warialda, that the revenue of the Department will correspondingly increase with the extra cost of carriage 
by rail ? I do not think so. I do not think there is any increase to the revenue in consequence of tbe 
carrying of mails by railway instead of by coach.
1072. Persons are enabled to communicate with one another oftener when the mails are carried more 
rapidly;—might not that induce a man to write two letters where otherwise he might write one ? I do not 
think it will.
1073. Ton do not think that the advantage is such as would cause an increase of revenue? Certainly 
not.
1074. If this lino were constructed would tho mails from Bingara come by rail via Moree to Sydney 
instead of going down to Tamworth ? Of course that would depend upon the point. It is 97 miles to 
Bingara,
1075. Instead of sending mails all the way from Bingara to Tamworth, would they not come by Warialda ? 
It looks as if it would suit to send to Moree by train.
1076. Would it not enable the Department to make a saving in the cost of sending mails from Bingara 
to Sydney? They might reduce that communication up there.
1077. It need only go as far as Bingara, consequently there would not be much knocked off? There 
would be something on to Warialda, There are a lot of intermediate' interests there. I do not think 
they would take anything off.
1078. Are you able to say that if this line were constructed tbe cost of any existing contract would be 
lessened from the fact of your being able to use the railway? It might do away with some contracts; the 
opening of a railway generally means extra services—branches like feeders. We never gain anything by a 
railway line being opened. The people want greater facilities. They want the mails taken from tho 
railway to them.
1079. If it renders one contract unnecessary it creates the necessity for another ? Tes, very often. Also 
along the line there arc sometimes mail lines, because they cannot be served by the railway people.
1080. Tou have had a large experience in that Department;—bow long have you been in your present 
position ? I have been conueeted with all kinds of work in the Inland Mail Branch since September, 1869.
1081. Tou have had a large experience with regard to mail contracts? Tes,
1082. Mr. -Lee.] Which of these mail services will you bo able to discontinue if the line is constructed ? 
I do not know whether these mail lines run parallel to tbe proposed railway or not. The existing lines 
would be cut up in some way.
1083. Prom G-len Innes, via Wellingrove, to Inverell, 66 miles—that will have to be continued? Tes, 
it is twice a week.
1084 Then the next one is from Glen Innes to Inverell—a coach mail daily, 42 miles ? I believe that 
will stand whether the railway is built or not. *
1085. The connection will have to be kept up between the two places ? Tes.
1086. In other words, the Wellingrove service is the road-side service on the southern side of the mail- 
track and the mail-track service on tho northern intermediate side—is not that the case ? I think so.
1087. There is no prospect of either of those two lines being removed? No.
1088. If tbe line is constructed to Inverell by Moree, tlie Sydney mails will be sent by that way ? They 
might, if we gain time by sending them by Moree ; if, on the other hand, they could be delivered quicker 
from Glen Innes to Inverell, they would go that way.
1089. Tou do not bind yourselves to the railway service if it is not a quicker service? No; but the 
railway is generally quicker.
1090. Strange to say, not always iu caiTying mail-matter ? No.
1091. That being the case, would there be any necessity to continue the present daily service from Glen 
Innes to Inverell ? I think there would be.
1092. Or, in other words, tbe people having had it established for so many years, would they be likely to 
suffer a rednetion of that ? As far as I can see, 1 think that a daily post would be of much more service 
if they had railway communication than it is now, because if they had a railway it would create a greater 
traffic.
1093. With reference to the line of mails from Tamworth to Bingara, and Warialda and Tamworth via 
Manilla, is not the charge of £1,199 rather heavy? That is the present charge ; it is a heavy one.
1094. It would follow from this, of course, that very heavy mails are carried that way ? There ia just 
about twice the amount of mail-matter carried by that line that is now carried by the Glen Innes line.
1095. Would the construction of a Moree lino help that service ? It would only affect the top end, if it 
affected any part of it.
1096. Within a few miles of Warialda ? Warialda would como into the railway, and perhaps as far as
Bingara ; it all depends upon the table; if we could fit things to go right through and catch a train, that 
would suit. 1097,
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1097. It would be near enough if you were to say that you agree that that portion of the service might 
ho discontinued but not the whole of it? They might alter the former contract for a number of tho people 
on the line.
1098. But the distance would be the same ? I fancy so.
1099. Then Warialda to Moree, you would bo able to do without that? Well, there would be bound to be 
some people there to be served by some sort of service.
1100. That may cost £117 a year now ? Yes.
1101. Yon will have to keep up a portion, of it for station use and small settlers ? Yes.
1102. The mail from Warialda to Moree will be carried by train ? Yes.
1103. Therefore, a £117 service may dwindle down to about £60 ? Yes.
1104. Therefore, out of all these lines, if the Moree line is constructed the only saving that you say would 
he made would he a possible reduction of the Warialda to Moree service to £60 ? Something of that sort.
1105. The saving would then be about £57. About that.
1106. It costs you at present £179, less £100, to convey the mails from Glen Innes to Inverell r
Yes; £379. . . , . ,
1107. If you sent those mails by way of Moree you would be paying for 34i miles extra to start with, 
that is to say, it is 34| miles longer by way of Moree than by Glen Innes ? It is a long way round.
1108. That is 34£ miles at what cost ? £12 per mile. _ .
1109. You will have to carry a distance of 96 miles from Moree to Inverell as against 42 miles that you
are carrying now P That will he so. _ .
1110. It will cost you £1,116 to get your mails from Moree to Inverell which you aro now getting 
through for £379 ? Yes.
1111. That is calculating that you pay £12 per mile? Yes, of course; but wo should not pay for tho
Inverell mail alone, it will be for all the mail matter. _
1112. Is not that the exact position ? Yes, in regard to the Inverell mails. We should start, perhaps,
from Werris Creek, and from there go to Inverell, and thence by coach. They would carry it 42 miles at 
so much a year. Then if you built a railway from Moree that mail would go from Worris Creek to Moree, 
and from Mloreo to Inverell, 93 miles, if it suited us. You would have to take the difference between 
Werris Creek and Glen Lines, and Werris Creek to Moree. _ ,
1113. If yon had your line constructed to the north of Glen Innes that would bring you within 42 miles 
of Inverell;—you have your line constructed to Moree ? Yes.
1114. You have to send that way 66 miles in addition ? Yes. _
1115. And you must deduct what it costs by coach ? Yes ; it will not he as good a service as via Glen
Innes. .
1116. So, as a matter of saving to the Postal Department, it does not appear that there is any at all?
No ; neither in money nor in time. , . . .
1117. Did you say that the present charge by tho Bailway Department for a travelling post office is £36
per mile ? Yes ; but a good deal of that charge is wrapt up in that £45,000 a year. ^
1118. Would you make a comparison as regards the distance from Sydney to Jennings? AVe have a 
travelling post office on that line.
1119. What do you call a mile ;—does it include tlie return journey ? It includes to and from, aud we 
can send as many times as we like. Wc can use any trains they have. On the Southern line we have 
the express and the southern mail and all that sort of thing.
1120. It is £36 per mile per annum ? Yes. i
1121. As a matter of fact, you pay both ways then? I think not. We pay on tbe length of the liuo. 
It is over 400 miles to Jennings, and if any part is not included in the lump sum we have to pay £36 per
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mile for the extension.
1122. As a matter of fact, you calculate it per day, and according to your statement the charge per day 
would be a charge for the year ? The charge is per mile per annum.
1123. It is 491 miles from Sydney to Jennings; that, at £36 per mile, amounts to £17,676, and that 
would be for tho year? Yes. Between here and Newcastle we have any number of trains, aud also 
between Newcastle and Maitland.
1124. Prom Sydney to Jennings the cost will be £17,676 a year? Yes; hut there must be a large portion 
of it in the £45,000.
1125. You are very clear that tbe charge per mile on branch lines is £12 ? Yes.
1126. And if tlie weight is increased beyond 2 cwt. the charge is £20 per mile ? Yes.
1127. What is tho total amount that you pay ? We pay to the Bailway Department about £70,000 a
year for the carriage of mail matter. _ _ _
1128. Vice-Chairman.] What are you paying between Narrabri and Moree for the mails carried by rail ?
£489 12s.
1129. For tbe total service? Yes. That is the price paid now, and will be up to the end of the present
year. _
1130. And what will it be after that ? It will depend upon circumstances. Jf the contractors are in
charge of tho railway, I do not know exactly what wc shall have to pay. _
1131. Assuming that the line passes into the hands of the Commissioners ? It depends upon tho weight.
1132. What would be the total sum for 63 miles ? I suppose about £756. _
1133. Tbe opening of a railway to Moree would entail an additional charge on the Postal Department of
how much ? £267. Besides that there is extra business going off at different points.
1134. Will that be the actual difference in the cost to tbe Department or will you have additional charges 
iu connection with branch lines from the intermediate points ? There would be some additional charges. 
For instance, when a railway opens we have to arrange for mails six or twelve times a week between tho 
Post-office and the station.
1135. Give the figures approximately ? Between Narrabri and tho Bailway Station it would be, 1 suppose, 
£30 a year. Between Millie and Girley it would be about £25 a year extra, and between Moree Post- 
oflico and Moree station another £25 a year. These would bo certainties.
1136. Tho sums you have just mentioned are included in tbe present chayges of f^4S9 ? Yes.
1137. So they would be additional to the £267 ? Yes, ‘
1138. What do you gain in time ? We may sav that we gain a day.

366—F “ ‘ 1139
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Ksrfk6’ Bctweea Moree and Narrabri ? Tes. We should start from Narrabri at 9 in the morning, get to
Moree at half-past 12 or 1 o’clock. By coach we did not get there until late at night, and the delivery

11 Sept. ,1896. moming- _ . .
JJ° Y011.consider the dmercnce in cost to tho Department is excessive? Having regard to the 

advantages gained by that extension X should not, because there is a very largo extent of country beyond 
there which also gains iu point of time in tho delivery of their correspondence. 1 think that is a very 
great advantage. '
1141- Therefore, you regard £12 per mile between Narrabri and Moree as a fair charge for the gain to 
the Department ? Tes; it is a great gain. Of course, this £489 is a very low price in comparison with 
what we have paid for that line. At one time wo paid over a £1,000 for it. I think we have paid up to 
£1,300 a year tor the Narrabri and Moree line.
1142. Mr, Zee,'] When you reckon mail matter at £12 per mile, do you include tho parcels post ? Tes; 
that covers everything.
1143. In a district of that kind it is not likely that the mail matter would he under 2 cwt. per day to
Inverell, including the parcels post ? No. If you sent the Inverell mails that way it would be £20 a 
mile to a certainty, ~
1144. It would be safer to say £20 per mile than £12 per mile ? Tes.

TUESDAY, 15 SEPTEMBER, 189G. 
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The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Moree to Inverell.

John McFarlanc, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined:—
C’ Vice-Chairman.'] What constituency do you represent? Tlie Clarence.

Mr. Lee.] Have you examined the route of the proposed line ? I have.
15 Sept., 1896. i147' Aftl arc you aware that a proposal has been submitted, and supported by tho Railway Coininis- 

1 ’ sionors, for the construction of a line from Moree to inverell, tbenco to Sydney? Tes.
1148. As a line which, in their opinion, is a proper method of taking the whole of tho western traffic 
north of tlie line at Glen Innes, and iu the vicinity of Inverell, to the metropolitan markets ? I under
stand that is the ease.
11‘19. Distinctly averring that that is, in their opinion, the route by which the Now England traffic should 
find its way to tho metropolis, and not by way of the coast to any point? 1 understand that is their 
opinion.

•1150. The Committee would be glad to have your opinion in regard to the matter? I certain!}’' 
disapprove of the scheme for the reason that I think that it will divert the trade from its natural channel. 
Of course I would approve of connecting Inverell with Moree, if there were a conncctiou between Glen 
Innes or Guyra with the Northern line. •
1151. Tou believe, in the best interests of tho residents of the northern, north-western, and north-eastern 
parts of the Colony, that it is highly desirable the western traffic should bo brought to the main northern 
line at sonic point ? At either of the points I have mentioned.
T152. With tlie ultimate view of having an extension to the coast by which that traffic will go direct ? 
Exactly. Of course the argument in support of that is, the short distance between Inverell and the 
sea-hoard, or between Moree and the sea-hoard, as compared with the long distance from Moree or 
-Inverell by the proposed route to Sydney or Newcastle.
1153. Are you prepared to give ns the exact distances ? The distance from Inverell to Sydney is about 

.513 miles by the proposed route ; whereas, by having railway communication between Inverell and say, 
the port of Grafton, the distance is only about 152 miles.
1154. That would be 513 miles from Inverell to Sydney ? Tes.
1155. And 152 miles from Inverell to the coast at Grafton? Tes ; and 340 or 350 miles from the 
Clarence to Sydney. ^ Really tlie distance between the Clarence and Sydney may be reckoned a, secondary 
consideration only, in view of the extensive harbour improvements which are made on the Clarence, 
and which now admit of large shipping. At the present moment, ships drawing 15 and 16 feet of water 
can enter with perfect safety ; and when tho proposed harbour improvements, which arc estimated to cost 
£100,000, are carried out, there is no doubt whatever that a far greater improvement can be made, with 
tho result that much larger ships can enter with perfect safety.
1156. Then from a local point of view, you, as a representative of the Clarence district, are, of course, 
desirous that the traffic as New England should he brought to the coast at that point? Tes ; that is the 
strong argument in favour of my contention.
1 yknc[ you support it by saying that it could be done at a considerably reduced rate compared 
with that over the proposed route ? At a much reduced rate.
1158. That being the ease, the assumption will he that the producers or the table-land at Now England 
would be enabled to reach their metropolitan markets byway of the Clarence, at a considerably lesser rate 
than they can do so by rail ? Tes.
1159. And at such rates as must admit of the sending of their produce to the metropolis ? Tes.
1160. "Which is now prohibited ? Tes. "With regard to the natural resources of the coast district, and 

, also of the table-land, of course the climates are vastly different, and what can be produced on the coast
cannot bo produced in the interior, and rice versa. For instance, potatoes, which can be grown very 
profitably on the table-land, are sent in hundreds of tons to the Clarence River from Svdney ; and if a 
railway were constructed, even in that article alone, there would be a considerable amount of traffic. 
Hundreds of tons per year would be sent to tho Clarence River, and to the Richmond River. They could 
come from the table-land at a cheaper rate than they can be sent from here.

1161.
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1161. Therefore there ia nn extreme probability that there will be such a large interchange of products M.<P.e' 
between the two districts that there will be a considerable amount of railway traffic ? There will bo 
considerable traffic. There is flour, for instance, which is a very important matter, which can be profitably i58ept.,1896. 
produced on the table-lands, and which cannot bo produced at all on the coast. Again, sugar can be grown
on tho coast, and it cannot be grown very profitably on the table-land. _
1162. The articles you mention—potatoes, wheat, flour, and so on—are articles of low value ? Yes.
1163. Aud consequently they are at present not sent to the coast, because they could not stand the 
laud carriage ? No, that is one of the arguments against- conveying the produce to the Sydney market.
"With tho prices ruling in Sydney at the present time, it would not matter how flourishing or how good a 
harvest there was, if it had to stand a carriage of 500 miles, the producers could not profitably send to tbe 
Sydney market, ,
1164. Conseqnently the traffic which is going on between tbe table-land and tbe coast at the present tune, 
which I believe is considerable, is confined to station products chiefly the one way, and to the supply of 
stores tbe other way ? Principally so.
1165. Therefore the agricultural productions you mention do not form a portion of the trade at present
going on between the table-land and Q-rafton ? If any at all, a very small portion. _
1166. Therefore the large traffic which is already carried on by drays between those two points will be

•largely augmented if the agricultural products can be offered to it ? Undoubtedly. _ ,
1167. We will take, for instance, the district of the Clarence, which produces similar articles? I believe
that that district largely produces sugar ? Yes. _ _
1168. I presume that at the preseut time the hulk of the sugar which is supplied to the New England
country has really to be sent to Sydney, thence by rail ? Principally so. _
1169. Involving considerable addition in the shape of freight ? Yes, more than 100 per cent, additional 
freight.
1170. That one item alone, which in this Colony runs into many hundreds of tons per annum, would offer
a considerable amount of carriage to tbe railway in tbe course of a year ? Yes. _ _ _
1171. Bat at the present lime, owing to the high rates which have to ho paid, it is impossible to send the 
land carriage that way? Yes.
1172. But the upland districts have to get sugar ? They have to get their supplies.
1173. Consequently it has to he sent by way of Sydney, and thence by train ? Yes.
1174. And the consumer has to pay the additional cost? No doubt he has.
1175. You have taken an active part in the agitation for coast connection ? Yes.
1176. And I believe you have never swerved in your opinion that the proper development of the north
east coast and the table-land connection is a necessity ? I have never hold two opinions about it. ^
1177. The time has now arrived when the matter has to be looked at from its immediate point of view;—■ 
do you think—placing your own opinions on one side for a moment—that if the line should be extended 
from Inverell to Moree it would have the effect of taking off the drays which at present trade between 
Grafton and Glen Innes ? I do not think so.
1178. Therefore the construction of that line would not, as a matter of course, capture the trade now
being lost by the Great Northern railway ? I do not sec how it could. _ _
1179. Why docs that dray traffic go on between tlie coast and Inverell at the present time ? Simply 
because they can get their goods cheaper that way.
1180. And if there were a more direct communication at the cheaper rate they would get the whole of 
those things ? Yes, certainly.
1181. And a considerable addition ? Very likely.
.1182. Therefore, do you see in the proposal before the Committee tho proper or future development of 
that portion of the Colony—I am now speaking of the north and north-east? I do not see how this 
will assist it much. It may assist it a little. _
1183. The northern and north-eastern portions of the Colony aro very remote from the metropolis ? Yes,
1184. And it is almost an impossibility to expect tho Great Northern railway to drag that produce to 
the metropolitan market ? Ym; my idea is to have the shortest possible route to the seaboard—the same 
as they have in Queensland, which seems to answer admirably.
1185. As the railway is intended for all time, I must now ask you a question a few years ahead ;—you
know the situation of the table-land, so far as the port of Brisbane is concerned ? Yes. _
1186. You know it lies very much closer geographically to Brisbane than to the port of Sydney ;—if in
the event of a complete system of federation we have no border duties, and this proposal is carried out, 
do you not think there is a great danger of tbe New England traffic finding its way through Queensland 
via Brisbane ? Of course, it is generally sent by the cheapest rente to the market. Yon cannot form an 
opinion outside that. The natural tendency is in that direction. _ _ _
1187. In the event of the Inverell connection being made, and no coastal line being added, and in the 
future we have federation, there is an extreme danger of the New England traffic proceeding through 
Queensland via Brisbane to the port of Sydney, instead of coming by the Great Northern line ? There is 
no doubt about that whatever.
1188. For the reason that the freights would be cheaper ? Yes, it would be a shorter route. Apart 
from the coast line, Brisbane would be tbe nearest port by a large number of miles, and they would 
natually send there, unless there were a shorter route to the coast. There is no doubt whatever that that 
would be the effect.
3189. Therefore, without coastal connection, and without connecting the west with the Great Northern 
line, the residents in that part of the country will have very little choice; they would be compelled, as 
it were, to make use of the shortest aud cheapest route ? Certainly. _
1190. You are aware that there is an enormous area of country, including very much good land lying at 
the heads of the Clarence and the Kic.limonrl ? Yes.
1191. "Which, as you are aware, extends far up to and along the Queensland border for a great many 
miles ? Yes, and also to the south.
1192. It is a part of the country about which very little appears to be known? Yes. _
3.193. That unless some attention is given to the coast it will also require communication ? It will not be 
settled upon until there is communication. _
1194. Coming down to tho south, and still on the eastern coast, and taking the country lying between 
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^ ILI'3.0’ fT^cu ■^rillesi au^ within approachable distance of Aimidalc—that is a part of the country which can never
he served by the Great Northern line is there not a large area of country lying on those two slopes, or 

15Sept,, 1896. towards the coast, which can never be served by the Great Northern line? Not by the Great
Northern line.
1195. And certainly could not be served by the proposed extension ? Certainly not.
1196. For the proper development of that part of the country, do you think the wiser course would be to
have a connection from Inverell to the main northern line, at tho next best point, and thence a connection 
which would give the coast people the chance of getting either intermediate markets between G-len Innes 
and Newcastle, and going to the coast direct, or going by ivav of Brisbane ? Certainly ; I am decidedly 
of that opinion. "
1197. But would you recommend that as against any other proposal ? So far as I am aware.
1198. I have in view now a connection with the Great Northern line? I understand.
1199. Because if there is no connection with tlie Great Northern line, of necessity all the traffic on the 
west of that line must be lost ? Yes.
1200. What the Committee wish to arrive at is as to what is the best thing to do with this proposal;—is 
it a wise proposal to recommend, because it cuts off coastal connection ? That is the objection I have to 
it. It does not connect with tlie northern line at a convenient part, with a view to further extension to 
;ho coast where the interior would be more greatly benefited.

there were to be no coastal connection whatever from the Great Northern line, do you 
think that the construction of that main coast line would meet the objections you have at the present time ? 
A o ; certainly it could not.
1202. Why ? Because there is no connection between the northern line and the coast line. The coast 
line would have the effect of opening up a large amount of valuable country along the coast; but it could 
not be of much benefit to those living 40 or 50 miles in the interior, unless there were a connection between 
the northern lino and the coast line.
1203, Would the coastal line be of the slightest value to the settlers in New England ? I cannot sec how 
it would be a particle of benefit.

,r^e*r ok]60!* would be to get to the coast as quickly and as cheaply as possible ? Tho shortest 
possible route to a safe port.
1205■ Afr. Clarke.] Judging from tlie evidence we have already, it is not intended to carry the proposed 
line, if constructed, further than Inverell ? That is the objection I have to it.
1206. Your objection is that it will leave a blank between G-len Innes and Inverell ? Yes. It would 
have to go from Inverell in the direction of Glen Innes or Guyra, to meet the coast line, before it could 
have any connection with it.
1207. You think that if the lino stops at Inverell, it will prevent any line going to the coast from tho 
mam line ? 1 understand it will have that effect.
1208. We have evidence from tlie Secretary to the Bailway Commissioners, that it is not intended at 
present to extend the line further than Inverell ? I think the distance between Inverell and Sydney via 
Moree, compared with the distance in a direct lino from Inverell to the coast, ought to settle that question 
very easily on account of the difference in distances.
1209. 1 suppose, you arc aware that a great deal of the country along the proposed line is adapted to the 
growth of cereals? 1 believe it is.
1210. Do you think a portion of the flour made from tho wheat would, if a line were built to Glen Innes, 
go to tho coast ? A considerable portion of it would, because they cannot grow wheat on the coast.
1211. In that case it would be of benefit to the general public to get wheat and flour, grown on the pro
posed line of railway, to the coast, and to receive in return sugar and other products? It would he of 
great advantage to those residing in the coast districts, and also to those on the table-lands and in the 
interior.
1212. What is the rate of carriage from Grafton to Glen Innes? It varies. Sometimes it is as low as 
6s. per cwt. to Inverell.
1213. By teams ? _ Yes; it is less than that in many eases.
121r' -Jfe 1>ave evi(le?lce tliat ft been carried as'low as £4 10s. per ton to Inverell ? That is so.
1215. Have you any idea of the probable cost of making a railway from Glen Innes to Grafton, or from 
Guyra to Grafton ? There have been several estimates, and I believe recent surveys have reduced them 
very much.
1216,. Do you think it would be possible to construct a line to the coast much cheaper than was once 
anticipated. ^ Surveys are about to be commenced, and I venture to say they will be considerably under 
the lowest estimate which has yet been made.

a ftne ^rom &uyra to the coast be made more cheaply than one direct from Glen Innes to 
Gralton ? I understand it could.
1218. Is not some of the country which would be gone through from Guyra to the coast well adapted for 
settlement such country, for instance, as that about Don Dorrigo? Some of the richest land in the 
Colony is at Don Dorrigo.
1219. I suppose the people on the coast would be satisfied to get a railway from the main line either via 
Glen Innes or Guyra ? I do not think the residents have any strong opinion about it so long as they can 
get the best available centres counected,
1220. There appears to be some intention to have a coast line commencing at Glen Innes and going
■omi” mi? COiS*’ northern rivers? Yes; there has been a surveyed line for some time.
. f bat, I suppose, would be a very expensive line ? It would cost a good deal of money, principally
m bridging the rivers. J 1 1 J
1222. But it would be of great benefit to tho people living on the Maclcay, the Nambucca, the Manning, 
and the Bellinger, and all along the coast ? I think it would be tbe best paying line in tho Colony. It 
would do away with tho necessity of making a number of breakwaters.
1223. I suppose you are aware that, with the exception of the Clarence and tho Bichmond, all the 
harbours on the north coast, from Port Stephens down to the borders of Queensland, are difficult to get 
out of r Yes, shipping is uncertain. Vessels aro often barbouud.
1224. And there is difficulty in getting produce to market ? Yes.
1225. Mr. Wright.] Does that apply to all the northern rivers ? Nearly all.

1226.
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122G. Mr. Clarke^ I suppose when the harbour works at the Clarence are completed vessels drawing up ji’p®’
to 20 feet of water will be able to get into the river P I have not the slightest doubt about it. Sir John
Coode stated that when his scheme was carried out it would admit of vessels drawing that amount of jggCpt_(|gggi
water. Ilia scheme has only been partly carried out. It was proposed to make a north training-wall to 
confine the channel, and when that was completed to make a north and south breakwater; but even now 
when the one training-wall only has been made there is a wonderful improvement in tbe depth. The 
channel is straight, and carried from 17 to 20 feet of water. It is not an infrequent occurrence for 
steamers to go iu at night. A largo sailing ship entered the other night drawing about 16 feet of water.
1227. Mr. Lee,'] There is a permanent depth of water of 17 feet ? It is rarely less.
1228. Mr. Clarke.'] In that case vessels of considerable size drawing 20 feet of water would be able to
leave tbe Clarence, and would have not only tho advantage of the Sydney market, but of markets iu any 
part of the world ? I have not the slightest doubt that when tlie harbour works are completed some of 
the largest intercolonial boats will enter tho Clarence with safety.
1229. Do you think it would he advisable in the general public interest to have a railway from the table
land to the coast ? Most certainly.
1230. Even if it costs a large amount of money ? Yes; I think the circumstances thoroughly warrant if,
1231. Mr. Roberts.] Seeing that tho present terminus of tho north-western railway is at Moree, would
you not favour a connection between that town and Inverell P No ; I think it is beginning at the wrong 
end. I would be in favour of it if Inverell and Glen Innes were connected.
1232. Seeing that the line is already at Moree, and the proposed line is only 60 miles long, and goes
through fairly level country, do you not think it would he a wise expenditure on tlie part of Parliament to 
sanction the connection between Moree and Inverell P Not with the view of carrying the traffic to 
Sydney, on account of the great distance. _
1233. Do you give that opinion with a feeling of apprehension that if the line is constructed there will be 
less probability of any coast connection taking place? There is no doubt it would delay tbe coast con
nection, because when the Inverell people applied for a railway to connect them with Glen Innes, they 
would he told by the Government that they were already connected with the railway system of the 
Colony.
123d. Have you considered the estimated cost of the line from Moree to Inverell? £2,800 per mile. It 
is a very low cost. _
1235. Having that in view, do you not think it is a line worthy of favourable consideration. ? There is no 
doubt it is worth considering; but knowing the district so well, and knowing the requirements, I certainly 
think the requirements of the whole of that part of the Colony would be better served in the way I have 
indicated by having a shorter route to bring them to tbe seaboard.
1236. Your contention is, that if tho lino were taken from Inverell to Glen Innes, and thence to Grafton, 
it would only have to travel about 150 miles, whereas by the other way it would have to travel 513 miles ?
Yes. _
1237. Against that, have you given consideration to the question as to what the expenditure would be?
I have; but at tbe preseut moment we have not a very correct estimate of wliat the cost would be 
between Glen Innes and Grafton. In view of tbe reduced cost at which railways have been constructed 
during the past few years, 1 feel sure it will be found that the estimate of the trial survey which is about 
to bo made will be very much lower than any estimate previously given. _
1238. The country between Glen Innes and Grafton is rugged in the extreme? Some of it is bad
country. _ _
1239. And would render railway construction difficult and expensive ? There is no doubt it is an expen
sive line: but tbe country is not so bad as many have pictured it. It is not a howling wilderness, as 
many have stated. 1 admit there are portions of the country which are very bad.
1210, If such a line were constructed, there would be no produce to carry along the route except what 
you would bring from Grafton on tho one hand and Inverell on tho other? To places there would be.
Eor instance, after you leave Grafton there is a considerable stretch of very good country, the producers 
upon which have long distances to convey their stuff to market. Of course this would he all picked up 
by tlie railway.
1241. At first sight 1 admit it seems strange that produce and passengers should he carried over 500
miles when they can get to the seaboard in 150 miles, but that is owing, I suppose, to the almost im
passable state of the country;—if the line had been less difficult, I suppose that line would have been
made years ago ? 1 think it should have been made years ago. There are mail coaches now plying for 
passenger traffic between Glen Innes and Grafton.
1242. Is there a large passenger traffic on the route ? There is not what may be termed a large 
traffic.
1243. Is there a daily mail? I think there are five coaches a week,
1244. And there is a largo amount of general merchandise carried from Sydney to Grafton and Grafton
to Glen Innes, and thence on to Inverell ? Yes, a lot is sent by team. _
1245. Do you favour any particular route from Inverell to the coast ? The most direct route is from
Inverell to Glen Innes, and then to Grafton. _
1246. Do you prefer that to any other? Yes, on account of its directness. Of course when the railway
is made, even though it ho only a few miles longer, it is there for all time, and I take it that even if there 
is an additional cost, it is best to have it in the most direct manner possible—that is, provided there 
arc not too many other contingencies which might overweigh that consideration, which I do not see in 
this case, _
1247. Have you heard of any less estimate for a line from Grafton to Glen Innes than £19,600 per mile ?
I think that is the highest. It is an old estimate.
1248. Made in the year 1890? Yes; I think it is considerably less than that now.
1249. You say another survey is now taking place ? Instructions have been given Lo make one.
.1250. Can you give the Committee an approximate idea of what tbe cost of construction per mile would be 
under the new survey ? I would be very much surprised if the estimate exceeds £1,000,000—that is, the 
total cost of a line from Grafton to Glen Innes.
1251. You think it can be built for something under £10,000 per mile P I think so.

Charles
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' , Charles Edward liennie, Esq., Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands, sworn, and examined.—
^ EF*ril"’ airman‘\ Do you produce a plan of the district, showing the route of the proposed railway,

the land alienated along the route, and the land occupied ? Yes ; tho red colouring is intended to show 
15 Sept., 1896 ^ie ‘l^ena^e(lj conditionally purchased and conditionally leased land between Moree and about 20 miles 

to the east of Inverell, and 30 miles on each side of the line north and south. The green tint shows 
the reserved land of all classes within the same limits. Tho brown tint shows the leasehold areas and 
improvement leases within the same limit. Tho white patches show the vacant land unoccupied except as 
occupation licenses. The line runs almost due east from Moree to Inverell. The whole of tlie Land is 
either occupied in selections, occupation licenses, leases, or reserves.
1253. Tracing the course of the proposed railway, will you point out any available land which is not 
alienated? Starting from Moree there are some patches on the south about 20 miles distant.
1254. Is that a large or comparatively small area? Comparatively small.
1255. Leaving that, and travelling eastward towards Glen Innos, at what point do you come to the next 
patch of unalienated land ? There is a much larger patch on the northern side of the line. It extends 
northward about 20 miles. At about 40 miles from Moree there are some very small patches of vacant 
land-—some vacant patches of a few thousand acres. Eor a distance of about 30 miles the whole of tho 
land is alienated or reserved within several miles of the line.
1256. Are you able to state the nature of the holdings ? Only as regards the classes of holdings. It was 
either sold at auction or is held as conditional purchase or conditional lease.
1257. Is that all you know about tho district ? Some of the leasehold areas will become available for 
settlement next year.
1258. Can you state how many acres, and within what distance of the proposed line ? Within the 30 
miles limit on either side next year there will be, roughly speaking, about 90,000 acres available for 
settlement.
1259. Mr. O'Connor.] What is the character of the country ? I thiuk it is mostly grazing country.
1260. Vice-Chairman.] You are speaking now of pastoral leases ? Yes. In 1898 there will he a further 
area of about 35,000 acres available. It is situated within the same limit, and is also pastoral lease. All 
the other pastoral leases within the same limit will run on to tlie year 1900.
1201. What will bo the total area of leaseholds which will fall in between the present day and the year 
1900 ? 575,000 acres approximately.
1262. Will it he available for selection ? I cannot say. Some parts of it will be reserved ; but roughly 
speaking there will he 575,000 acres now held as leasehold which will then be set free from lease by 
the expiry of the pastoral leases. The total approximate area of alienated land, and in process of 
alienation, is about 1,635,000 acres ; lands now held under pastoral lease about 575,000 acres; improve
ment leases, 74,500 acres; reserves, about 671,000 acres; lands now available for settlement, 755,000 
acres ; but tliat is broken up into fragments, and a large part of it 1 know is inferior country.

Charles McDonnell Stuart, Esq., Supervising Engineer, Railway Construction Branch, Department of
Public Works, sworn, and examined:—

C. McJ). 1263. Mr. C/arha.] Do you know the nature of the country between Moree and Inverell ? Yes 
Stuart, Esq. ^264. What kind of country is it ? Eairly good.

15Serit^l89G Jf ^ f°r the growth of cereals? Yes; the greater part of it is, particularly between
r ■’ ' ' Warialda and Inverell.

12(i6. I notice it is not intended to take the line to Warialda? No, it leaves it about 31 miles away.
1267. -\Y by is that? Because it is a much easier run of country up Kelly’s Gully, and that is where tho 
line goes.
1268. We have had examples of railways being made within a few miles of the town, for instance, at Yass, 
and afterwards n tramway bein^ made at considerable expense to connect the town with the line ; would 
there he any probability of that occurring at Warialda? 1 should not think so. Wariulda is a smalt 
place, and 1 think it will ultimately work its way down to the railway. The town is situated in a gully. 
.L2ti9. Is not tho proposed line an expensive one ? No, it is a cheap line per mile.
1270. Arc you aware that it will entail an annual loss of £2,785 ? That is a matter which I cannot enter 
into.
1271. Do you not think it will he a disadvantage to the public if the line is not carried on as far as Glen
Innes ? 1 do not think so. I do not see the advantage of going to Glen Innes, unless Glen Innes is
connected with the sea.
1272. Is that not one reason why it would block the construction of a line from Inverell to Glen Innes ? 
My opinion is, that it is best to go from Moree to Inverell to open up the country.
12/3, Is the land between Gleu Innes and Inverell equally as good as that between Moreo and Inverell? 
No.
1274. Would it bo more expensive to build a line from Inverell to Glon Innes? It would be, per mile.
1275. Are yon aware that the proposed line goes mostly through alienated land and that there is very little 
Crown land ? Yes,
12/6. Can you give any reason why the Commissioners have departed from their usual custom which is, 
that railway lines arc not to be made unless the land is given free? No.
1277. If the line stops at Inverell and is not carried to Glen Innes, or Guyra, or the main line, will that 
prevent the lino going to some part of the coast ? I do not think so.
1278. How would the people in the neighbourhood of Inverell get to the coast without a railway? If 
you made a line from the table-land to the coast, you would probably, ultimately connect with Inverell, 
but I think it is time enough to do that when you connect with the coast.
1279. But the present proposal leaves a blank between Inverell and Glen Innes, whereas if the lino went 
all the way from Glen Innos, or even from Inverell to Glen Innes, would it not be more in the public 
interest? I do not think so, I think that the back country about Moreo is as good a market for Inverell 
as any other place.
1280. But the back country around Moree and north of Moree would naturally come down to Narrabri P 
It would.

1281.
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1281. Whence then the necessity of a new line ? It is to give the Inverell people connection with some
railway; and, of coarse, I believe in giving them tlie cheapest communication possiblo and I think the
Moree line is the cheapest one. 15Sept.,lS9G.
12S2. 1 have mentioned that there would be a good deal to pay in compensation by going through the
alienated land ? Yes; but I think there is more Crown land on the proposed line, in proportion, tliau
there is on the line between Inverell and Glen Innes. There I think it is nearly all alienated, ,
1283. If you had to pay compensation it would make an additional cost to the line ? Yes.
1281. You think, on the whole, that the line from Moree to Inverell would he to the public benefit?
Yes.
1285. Notwithstanding that it will entail an annual loss ? I believe it will ultimately pay. ,
1286. Can you give an idea as to when that will be? No.
1287. Mr. lioberts.'] I understand you surveyed the route between Inverell and Glen Innes ? Yes, on 
two occasions.
1288. Would it be more difficult and expensive to construct the line between Inverell and Glen Innes
than it would if carried through country such as we have between Inverell and Moree? Yes; tlie 
country is a good deal rougher, and you have a greater elevation to rise. ^
1289. Do you know the country between Glen Innes and Grafton? Yes; I have been over it. It is 
very rough. I was on the survey between Glen Innes and Grafton up the Mann liiver.
1290. Would there bo any great engineering difficulties in making a line from Gleu Innes to tbe coast?
It would bo a very expensive course, but there are no difficulties which could not be overcome.
1291. Is there not good country between Glen Innes and Grafton ? With the exception of a bit about 
Grafton and Glen Innes, the intermediate country is not worth much.
1292. And it would cost a very large sum to construct a railway ? Yes.
1293. Have you surveyed the proposed line from Moree to Inverell. No ; but 1 was over the country 
previous to the survey.
1294. And it is very favourable for railway construction ? It is a very good line. Hooking at the country 
it is surprising bow good a line has been got. You would not think you could get one so good in going 
through it.
1295. Do you know tho feeling of the people of Inverell with regard to railway communication ? It is 
divided. There are two parties—one for Moree and the other for Glen Innes,
1296. Have you formed any opinion upon the question yourself? Yes; I formed the opinion before ihe 
survey was commenced that it would be a very good idea to run a line from Moree to Inverell, because 
you go through tho flatter country.
1297. And notwithstanding the fact that you would have to travel over GOO miles to reach Sydney ? Yus, 
but there is only 35 miles difference going by way of Moreo and going by way of Glen Innes.
1298. Although the distance is greater by way of Moreo and Inverell the cost would be smaller ? Tho 
cost itself would not be smaller, but if you take tbe distance it is smaller. The distance between Glen 
Innes and Inverell is a little more than half the distance between Inverell and Moree, and yet the cost 
is almost the same.
1299. is there much settlement between Inverell, Warialda, and Moree ? There is a fair amount of 
settlement, particularly about Inverell?
1300. Will there be a large amount of land available there for settlement if tho line is constructed? 1 
think so.
1301. Do you think it would be gradually taken up ? I cannot say, because there is such an immense area 
of country in New Soutli Wales, that you cannot expect it to be taken up very quickly.
1302. Having been in the district, I thought you might have formed an opinion as to whether there was a 
great demand for land ? I could not say that. Of course you want strangers to go there. Tho local 
people have nearly all got land. I have no doubt that if tbe line is constructed a great deal more land 
will be put under cultivation, because there will be a market for the produce.
1303. And the fact that tbe line being already made to Moree causes you to come to the conclusion that it 
would be better to connect Inverell with Moree than to come to Sydney by way of Glen Innes ? Yes ; 1 
think it would do tbe greatest good to the greatest number.
1304. Mr. Black.] You have not a very favourable opinion of the country between Glen Innes and 
Grafton ? No ; tbe greater part of it is poor country.
1305. It consists mainly of stony ridges and mountain ranges ? Yes.
1306. The only available ground is the narrow valleys which follow tho creeks. They run sharply down 
towards-the valley flats, which are limited in extent? Yes; in some places the ranges run right dowm 
into the river.
1307. Is there any (ruth in the rumour about a better route situated some distance to ibo north of tbe 
proposed line—are there any means of carrying a line through better country ? I do not thiuk that any 
line which they can survey there will he much better than the one they have got.
1308. You think the reports as to there being a better route available have not much foundation? There ■
are sanguine people who think they have better routes, but when they are surveyed they will not find ■
much difference.
1309. Have you any idea as to what would be the cost of carrying a railway between Inverell and Glen 
Innes by a route presenting the lowest possible grades? I think £6,000 per mile is what this 
Committee once said they would pass the line at.
1310. Do you think it could bo done for less ? I think it might be done now, because things have cheapened 
since then.
1311. Do you think that if a railway of a similar character to that proposed to be constructed were con
structed between Glen Innes and Inverell it could be done at a lesser cost than £6,000 per mile ? A 
very little less.
1312. As one who knows the district, do you think it is possible to carry goods by that circuitous
route, to Newcastle and Sydney, as cheaply as they could be carried via Grafton, and thence by team 
to Inverell, My reason for asking you the.question is that the railway can, in the case of Glen 
Innes, where the route is more direct to the metropolis, compete with tho steamers to Grafton, and 
thence by the team method of carriage;—how will the railway, in Ihe ease of Inverell, where the route is 
more roundabout, be able to compete? But they will be connected direct with the railway at Inverell, 
going round by Moree, and with tbe carriage the opposite way, they will take the goods the whole of the 
distance by waggon from Inverell to Glen Innes, and then on to Grafton. 1313.
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*-'• ^C5‘ 1313. My question is, “ I£ the Railway Commissioners cannot compete so successfully with the Grafton
route as to do the bulk of the carrying trade with Glen Innes, how can they do it in the case of Inverell, 

15Sopt 1896 w^oro ^ie railway route is less direct” ? I think they ought to bo able to compete very satisfactorily. 
y ’’ ‘ 1314. Mr. O' Connor 7\ I understand that the country between Moree and Inverell is principally occupied

by pastoral tenants ? Yes.
1315, In the near future it will become Crown land again? Yes.
131G. Is a large portion of the country between Moree and Inverell fit for agriculture ? Yes; particu
larly between Inverell and Warialda.
1317. Do you know the country extending for 10 or 15 miles north of the proposed railway? I have 
been right up, nearly to Boggabilla, and from Inverell to Yallaroi, About Yallaroi especially there is 
some of the finest country in New South Wales. About Tulloona Station there is some splendid country 
as well.
1318. Mr. Dee.] Did you survey any portion of tho line from Moree to Inverell ? No; I simply went 
over the route first for an exploration.
1319. As yon made no survey, and had no concern in fixing the position of the line, you are not prepared, 
I suppose, to explain why it is surveyed in such a peculiar way ? I think I can answer questions of that 
character, as I went over the country.
1320. Are you prepared to give any official reasons why a survey of the character which has been made 
has been permitted ? Yes; they have taken the easiest country they could got.
1321. How do you know ? Because I have been over it. If I were to survey tho line myself, I would 
take it over the same country.
1322. Who surveyed the line ? Mr. Chalmers, Mr. Powell, Mr. Gumming, and Mr. Marshall.
1323. Vice-Gliairman7\ Was there a line previously surveyed starting about 8 miles to tbe north of 
Moree ? Yes.
1324. Do you know anything of that survey ? Yes, I explored both lines.
1325. Mr. Dee.] Can you tell me tbe distance by road between Moree and Inverell? Ninety-eight miles.
1326. Can you tell me why it was necessary to survey a huge line like a huge serpent from point to 
point tho whole of tho distance ? Going out of Inverell you have to get up to the top of the dividing ridge 
between the waters of Myall Creek and Reedy Creek, and to do that you have to work up with a grade 
of 1 in 100, and to use curves of sufficient length to get 1 in 100. Once you get on top you run com
parative straight until yon hit the top of Kelly’s Gully.
1327. You say that when you get to the top you run comparatively straight? Pairly so.
1328. Have you not told the Committee that it is comparatively flat country from end to end, and that 
the line is easy of construction;—tbe survey does not show it to be so ? It is fiat if yon follow tlie survey. 
The country itself is not fiat, ]. said a short time ago that if you were to drive over the country you 
would be surprised at getting such a good line.
1329. The survey, then, is not consistent with our ideas of a flat and easy country ? Of course, it is not 
plain country ; it is broken country.
1330. As a matter of fact, then, to obtain a straight line from point to point would involve some excessive
cuttings, and much heavier grades than the adopted ruling grades ? 1 in 100 and 1 in 80.
1331. _ Mr. Black.] Can you tell me how far it is from Moree to Inverell as the crow flies ? No ; but tho 
road is as straight a line as you can get, and the proposed railway is not much longer than tho road. 
The only fiat country is after you pass tho river, from Gravesend to Moree; the other ia hilly country.
1332. And that accounts for the serpentine character of the survey which has been worked over this 
ridgy country, and around ridges for tlie purpose of obtaining an easy grade ? Exactly.
1333. Therefore, the length of tho line has been sacrificed to obtain an easy grade ? Yes.

WEDNESDAY, 10 SEPTEMBER, 1890.

£ resent:—
The Hon. FREDERICK THOMAS HUMPHERY (Vice-Chairman).

Tho Hon. Charles .Tames Roberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Weight, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Moree to Inverell.

John McFarlane, Esq,, M.P,, sworn, and further examined:—
J. McFarlane, 1334. Mr. O'Connor^ Do you know tbe country between Moree and Inverell? Not very well.

Esq., M.P. 1335. Have you been over it ? I have been through it. ’
1336. Is there any good agricultural country there ? Generally speaking, it is fairly good country.

16 Sept., 1896.1337. Mr. Wright.] I take it that you disapprove of the proposed extension, because it will not facilitate 
tbe construction of a railway between the table-laud and the coast ? That is the principal objection.
1338. Do yon think any system of railway in the western country will be incomplete in itself unless 
provision is made for connection with the coast ? Not in my opinion.
1339. In the event of the north coast railway being constructed, would you still think connection between 
the table-lands and the coast necessary ? Certainly it would be necessary.
1340. Do you think the climatic conditions of the coast and the table-land, aud the variety of products 
grown in both places, necessitate an interchauge of commodities by tho most direct routes ? Yes.
1341. And you think further that the people in the north-western portions of the Colony should have*the
rigid of sending their produce to the nearest possible seaboard ? Yes. *
1342. Have you been over the country between Glen Inpes and Grafton? Yes.
1343. I believe a portion of that is fairly good land ? Yes ; there are considerable portions of fairly 
good land.
1344. Do you know if there are any minerals in the mountains ? Yes; it is rich in minerals, and in 
timber.

1345.
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1345. I understand there are considerable cedar forests and pine forests in the intervening country? Yes. ^c^w'pne’
1346. 1 suppose you are aware that the same objection raised against connection between the table-land
and the north coast was raised originally against the construction of tho line over the Blue Mountains ? igg^ igge 
There are always objections against any expensive route—in fact, some people object to any route. _ '
1347. I suppose you are aware that it was stated that tho Blue Mountains were barren, and that arailway 
there would never pay ? Yes. My idea is not so much that the line should benefit the intervening 
country, but the rich country beyond the table-land, and on the table-land.
1348. Still, in your opinion, is there a possibility that even the intervening country may produce con
siderable wealth ? Certainly.
1349. In the shape of undiscovered minerals and the timber which growrs there ? Yes. _
1350. Is it not a fact tliat a great many of the mountain slopes would ho suitable for the growth of certain 
fruits ? I think they would be admirably adapted for fruit-growing.
1351. Therefore population might concentrate if tho railway were built ? Yo doubt.
1352. I suppose tbe northern part of the coast of Now South "Wales does not produce wheat ? Tho coast 
laud is not adapted for wheat.
1353. So that the whole population will have to be supplied with breadstuffs from some other part of the
Colony, or from outside the Colony ? Yes. _
1354. Can yon say what the population of the northern rivers is—from the Manning to tlie Tweed ? From 
the Manning to the Queensland border it is about 100,000.
1355. And those people have to be supplied with breadstuffs from outside their own districts ? Yes, 
entirely so.
1356. If a railway connecting the table-lands and tlie coast were constructed, would not the whole of the
produce be supplied by the fertile wheat-growing land around Inverell and district? Yes; at a much Jess 
cost than the present transit. '
1357. The probability is tliat it would be so ? Yes.
1358. And that the northern districts would take from tho rich lands of the coast their best products ?
Yes, naturally so.
1359. So that there is every prospect of a considerable trade being developed from the commencement?
There is no doubt there must be a large trade. _ _
1360. In addition to the trade incidental to tho interchange of commodities between tbe two districts, 
would there not be a large commercial trade springing up in supplying the back country with goods from 
Sydney via Grafton? No doubt there would be an increased trade.
1361. Do you know tliat the bulk of the goods now consumed in Glen Innes—that is, goods oi the second 
or third class, which pay a higher railway freight—are conveyed via Grafton to Gleu limes? Yea; in 
considerable quantities.
1362. And also, considerable quantities in Inverell ? Yes. Goods also come down from there—wool, for 
instance,
1363. I noticed by a return the other day, that for the last twelve months 1,860 tons of goods had been
sent from South Grafton to the table-laud, and 600 or 7C0 tons of return loading? Yes.
1364. So that, in your opinion, everything points to the necessity for a railway line between tho coast 
and the table-land ? Yes.
1365. And to its value to the community, if constructed ? Yes.
1366. Do you know the land about Inverell ? No; I have not an intimate knowledge of it.
1367. I suppose you know, by repute, that it is wheat-growing ? I know by repute that it is fertile, and
specially adapted for wheat-growing.
1368. Have you every reason to believe that inthe course of a few years Grafton will be a port equal in 
facilities to Newcastle ? Yes ; I have every reason to believe it will.
1369. That is, there will be sufficient depth of water to admit of largo vessels going in at all times ? Yes.
It has improved materially with tho amount of money spent in carrying out the south training-wall, which 
is about completed. "When the other proposed improvements are carried out there is no doubt it will 
have a corresponding effect.
1370. The Government are slill spending a large sum of money to perfect the harbour ? Yes; I believe 
it is their intention to carry it out.
1371. If the Government have the intention to make Grafton a first-class seaport, one would naturally 
think of their looking some little distance inwards from Grafton ? One would think so.
1372. I suppose the port, as it has existed for many years past, has always been capable of doing tbe 
whole of the trade of the Clarence liiver ? Yes ; there has always been a fairly good entrance.
1373. And so long as the port of Grafton consisted of a coastal trade with comparatively small steamers 
between Sydney and Grafton, the harbour as it was ten years ago was good enough for its purposes? It 
answered the purpose.
1374. And if large and expensive works arc undertaken now one naturally concludes there is some 
ulterior object iu bringing produce to the harbour from tlie interior? Yes ; that is one of tbe reasons for 
justifying the expenditure.
1375. And no system of north coast railway would meet tbe requirements of that district, because there 
would still be no connection between tbe western lands and the sea coast? It could not positively benefit 
it, being so far distant, unless there were a connection,
1376. .Arc you familiar with the practice pursued iu connection with tho railway policy of any of the 
adjoiniug colonies ? Yes. In Queensland, for instance, they generally connect the interior with the 
nearest seaport, and I think their railway system answers admirably for opening up the country.
1377. "Wherever they have a port in Queensland they have given tho people behind it tho opportunity of 
connection? Yes.
1378. Does the same remark apply to Victoria? It does.
1379. And South Australia ? It seems to apply to all tho other colonies where there is railway con
struction of any extent.
1380. So that, as a matter of fact, New South Wales is tho only colony which drags its produce to one 
port? I believe it is.
1381. In your opinion, is that a system prejudicial to the best interests of the country? It is. Tho 
carriage will always kill any industry which is remote from Sydney when ^hcre is so utuch expense incurred 
in carrying it 400 or 500 miles to Sydney.

366—G ‘ 1382.
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J McFarlanc, 1382. If the Government of Hew South Wales are continually throwing open tho lands in the western 
lisq., M.P, 0jj ^|ie Q0]ony—central part and tlie northern and southern parts—and inviting people to 

16s7~t~1896 ®e^°> you not think they should give those people the utmost facilities for sending their produce to 
p' market by the nearest route ? That is my opinion.

1383. Do you think, if facilities were given to the north-western portion of the Colony to get produce to
tlie seaboard, large settlement would ensue ? 1 have not the slightest doubt about it. With the railway
carriage and the low prices ruling in tho Sydney market at the present time, it would not pay to raise 
produce. Dor instance, lucerne hay, which I understand can be profitably grown on the table-land, and 
in many parts of the country now under review, is only bringing 25s. to 30s. a ton in Sydney. Ihe whole 
of that would ho absorbed in carriage. So that in that particular lino there would be no inducement at 
all. The same with maize, which is only bringing Is. lid. to 2s. a bushel. It would not pay to convey it 
400 or 500 miles by rail to market. The same remark holds good with regard to other produce.
1384. Do you believe the construction of a line between the coast and the table-land would encourage a 
large traffic, and the laud would still be taken up ? It would encourage a large traffic and open up a 
large area of land for settlement.
1385. And with every prospect of the line paying within a reasonable time ? les.
1386. Vice-Chairman] You have referred to the cost of carriage of maize;—are you aware of the 
special rate which obtains for the carriage of all kinds of produce ? I am aware there are dilfcrontial

1387. fire you aware that for distances between 400 or 500 miles the rate per ton is one-third of a penny ?
I am aware of that. _ .

' 1388. Would it not pay to grow maize and despatch it by rail at that rate ? Ho; not at present prices.
I will cite the case at Tumut, which is not nearly as far as Moree. At tho present price it will not pay to 
send to this market. It would have to be lid. or Is. more a bushel here before it would pay them to send. 
It would have to be Gd. per bushel at all events before it would offer any inducement whatever to scud to 
the Sydney market.
1389. Could sugar he purchased at the present time at the Clarence and delivered at Glen Junes at a 
lower rate than it could he bought in Sydney and sent to Glen Innes? Linder ordinary circumstances it
could. .
1390. ffre you speaking from your own knowledge? Ho ; hut I look at it from this point of view: Ihe 
sugar has to be manufactured there and conveyed to Sydney first, and then it 1ms to be transmitted there
afterwards. .
1391. If a line were constructed between Glen limes and Grafton, it would be_necessary, in order to 
make it a profitable line, to charge special rates owing to the cost of. constrncfion; do you think, in 
view of the low cost of carriage between Grafton and Gien Innes, special rates could be charged , It is 
impossible to say what tho special rates would bo. Everything would depend upon the carriage rates.
1392. You understand that tho cost of the railway would be very large in proportion to the average cost 
of lines of the character of railway now under consideration ? Certainly it would be considerably more.
1393. And the only way of meeting the interest upon the outlay would be by raakinga special charge? 
Under any circumstance the railway charges could not approach the charges for conveying by team.
1394. You think that if the Commissioners were to charge oven the present team rates there would bo a
profit? Certainly. . , ,
1395. Would that profit, as far as you can judge from your knowledge of the commerce ot the 
district, he an appreciable amount, having regard to the very large expenditure ? It would be like other 
railways—it would not pity for the first few years, until the trade was properly developed. I suppose 
none of the railways which have been constructed have paid for tbe first few years. Ah a rule, trade 
follows the construction of a railway. Even from uuloolied-for sources tlie railways always brui^ trade.
1396. In replyto a question bvMr. Wright, vou referred to tho trade which would be opened up between 
Grafton and the table-land ; did vou refer to'a local or oversea trade? 1 was speaking of both—with 
regard to the local trade, and the'trade likely to accrue from opening up the intervening countries. I said 
it would contribute towards ihe traffic, and also open up the country in the interior, and would add very
materially to the traffic. . , , ,
1397. Do you think large ocean-going ships would find their way direct to Grafton. Already wo have had
a sailing ship direct from London conveying goods to Grafton. 
1398. ’Wliat description of ship was it? If 1 remember rightlrdescription of ship was it ? If 1’ remember rightly, it was a barque.
1399. What was the description of the cargo ? Cases of drapery and general merchandise.
1400. Was the whole of her cargo delivered in Grafton ? 1 could not say j but I know she came direct.
1401. Yon can understand that the facilities afforded for the distribution of merchandise arriving in Fort
Jackson are so much greater than would be afforded for the distribution of cargoes arriving at Grafton 
does it therefore appear probable that for many years to come Grafton will become an important distributing 
port P I take it that it would always be increasing iu tho same way as Heweastle. Of course Newcastle 
would not offer the facilities which Sydney would offer, with regard to distributing goods coming direct 
from London. jU the same lime they call there, and discharge whatever goods are consigned to that 
port, or for the interior, and T take it that the same would hold good with regard to Grafton. ^
1402. In giving that answer, have you in mind the fact that Newcastle is a large coal-producing district?
Yes, I am aware of that. , £ j
1403. And that there is a direct advantage to ocean vessels in going to .Newcastle by reason of the return 
earcro ? Many of them, of course, have to go there for coal under any circumstances. 1 admit that; but 
there are numbers of ships which are not steamers which do not convey much coal, but which trade there.
1404. Then, speaking in a general wav, it is vour opinion that Grafton is likely to become in time a port 
of equal importance to Newcastle ? The coal, of course, will always be of importance to Newcastle, and 
coal as vet has not been developed in the Clarence distinct.
1405. Apart from the coal trade, would the advantages afforded to ocean vessels for profitable commerce 
be equal ? J think it would be much about the same. Ot course everything will depend upon the amount 
of country which will be opened in the interior, and the resources of the country in (he interior. _
1406. Do you not think the conditions of Newcastle arc more favourable than those which exist at;
Grafton? Most certainly ; they arc far more favourable now. _ _
1407. What produce would you have for export from Grafton assuming there were a connection between
Glen Innes and Grafton ? Dor export to where ? 1408.
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140S. For export from the Colony r1 There is the hutter industry, for instance.
1409. 1 am referring to exports by ocean-going vessels? Dairying is assuming large proportions in the 
whole of the northern district, and it would be u large item. Sugar would also be a considerable item, and 
there would be a cattle and wool trade as well.
1410. ’Would not the whole of the products you have mentioned be available quite irrespective of the table
land ;—aro they not coastal products ? Not the wool and a good part of the dairying.
1411. Ts the Richmond River being largely occupied at the present time for dairying purposes ? Yes, 
and so is the Clarence.
1412. "Would those districts be affected by the construction of a railway between Grafton aud Glen Jnnos ? 
It would not affect them for export.
1413. If there were railway connection between Glen Innes and Grafton, how would the export trade at 
Grafton he improved;—what additional exports would you have ? Only an increase on what we have at 
the present time.
1414. Mr, Wri(jht?\ You produce no wool on the coast at the present time ? No.
1415. Vice-Chairman.'] w onld wool be an addition ? No doubt the butter industry would grow in the 
north-western portion of the Colony, and this would he a market for it.
141(i. Do you think there would he a large production of butter on the table-land ? I feel satisfied there 
would. There is also tallow, hides, and produce of tliat character, and minerals and timber.
1417. So that irrespective of tho productions of the coast in proximity to Grafton there would be large 
additional produce on the table-laud which would find its way to Grafton for export? There is no doubt 
whatever about it.

J. McFarlane,

16 Sept., 1896.

1418. I take it that you have no objection to the connection between Moree and Inverell, but what you 
are anxious for is connection between Glon Innes and Grafton ? And Glen Innes to Inverell, and also 
from Inverell to Moree; but let the connection be made in the correct place first.
1419. If there had been proposals under consideration to construct railways between Grafton and Glen 
Innes, and Glen Innes and Inverell, would you have favoured the extension from Inverell to Moreo ? 
Afterwards.
1420. You think we are beginning at tlie wrong end ? I do, most certainly.
1421. In any case, you are of opinion that a railway between Inverell and Moree should be constructed ? 
Yes. I have no objection whatever to the connection, but my opinion is that it should be constructed 
with a view of having tho railway extended to the coast.
1422. Inasmuch as the proposal now before tbe Committee is tbe construction of a railway between 
Moreo and Inverell, which you think ought to follow and not precede the construction of a railway 
between Grafton and Inverell, why object to that proposal ? I do not think it is a satisfactory proposal, 
seeing that it is commenced at the wrong time and place.
1423. But you recognise that the Committee are now dealing with a proposal to construct a line between 
Moree and Inverell, and not from Glen Innes to tho coast? It is premature at the present time. They 
should have railway connection at the place I have mentioned first, and this should follow.
1424. Is it your opinion that this proposal should be rejected, because it is premature ? I think so, on 
tlie grounds I Slave stated.
1425. Apart from the ground that you have staled, namely, that you think the other railway should bo
first constructed, do you recognise advantages that will be conferred by the construction of the proposed 
railway—to the occupiers of land, and to people who are settled, and may be expected to settle—at 
various points between Inverell and Moree ? 1 do not exactly catch the drift of the question.
1420. Your objection, of course, we thoroughly understand, lint there is, as you are aware, now under 
consideration a proposal for the construction of a line between Moree and Inverell; between those two 
points nearly the whole of the land has been alienated, and the evidence is to the effect that there is a 
large area of excellent quality ;—having regard to the great advantages which would be enjoyed by the 
occupiers of the laud and producers along the route, are yon disposed to press y our objection, aud to 
deprive them of a railway, because, in your opinion, this proposal should follow, instead of precede, the 
Glen Junes to Grafton hue ? My opinion is that that is quite a new question.
1-127. T want your views about it? Of course that is looking at the question from a different aspect 
altogether from the grounds upon which 1 have given my objections lo it. Of course, if there is sufficient 
traffic between tlie two places, tbe Committee would be right enough in recommending the line. Anyone 
who is asked his opinion about it would naturally say “ if the trade between the two places justifies it, it 
is right that the line should ho constructed.’1 My objection is that it is not a suitable route for the Inverell 
or Moree people to convey their produce to the Sydney market, or to trade with the Sydney market. I 
sot against that the route I have indicated to the seaboard as being the correct one, ’
1428. Your sole objection appears to be that the Glen Innes to Grafton line ought to be made first. 
Putting that aspect aside, do you see any objection to a railway from Moree to Inverell being constructed 
immediately ? If the intervening trade is sufficient to warrant tho connection between the two places it 
would be right to construct it, but not as a national line to answer the purpose of connecting tbe table-land 
with the Sydney market as against the coast,
1429. You recognise that the rejection of the proposal would not necessarily lead to the construction of 
tho Glen Innes to Grafton line? I do not suppose it would.
1430. That being so, are you of opinion, with your knowledge of the probable advantages which will 
follow the construction of the line, that it should he rejected P It might have the effect of delaying tlie 
construction of the other lines—that is the objection J see in it. Tho moment the Inverell people petition 
for connection with Glen Innes they would be told that they already had a means of conveying their 
produce to Sydney.
1431. Your fear is that if the proposal be carried out the coastal connection may be indefinitely postponed ? 
It may. My opinion is that it would.
1432. Otherwise you have no objection fo it? I would have no objection to connecting any particular 
places, providing tho circumstances warranted it.
1433. Mr. Roberts.] Are you acquainted with the rates of carriage by rail from Sydney to Glen Innes;— 
can you tell tlie Committee what is the rate per ton? No, I cannot.
1434. Nor what is the rate per ton if goods go by sea to Grafton and thence to Glen Tunes ? By sending 
by sea to Glon Innes it would coat about £4 a ton.
1435. You are not aware what it wrouId cost by rail? No. 1430.
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J.Mcrarlanc, 14,3(3, J understand it has been stated the cost is exactly the same? I suppose there xvould not be much 
Esq.; M.P. difference.

IGsTt^lgge ^,r^en the Secretary to the Hallway Commissioners was under examination he made the following

At the present time traffic to Inverell from Glen Innes starts upon equal terms whether it comes to Grafton or is 
brought to Glen Innes by railway; but if the proposed railway is made we shall be able to take goods to Inverell as 
cheaply as we now take them to Glen Innes, and we will thus have the advantage of the cost of carriage between Glen 
Innes and Inverell,
Having heard that statement, would you like to make any reply to it ? The distance from Sydney to 
Glen Innes is 422 miles, and the distance from Sydney to Inverell by tbe proposed route 513 or 514miles. 
I cannot understand how the carriage to Inverell can be the same as to Glen Innes. _
1438. Vice-Chairman.] The distance being about 86 miles in favour of Glen Innes ? It is over 90 miles. 
I fail to see how goods can be carried as cheaply over 513 miles as over 422 miles. I do not know how 
they may regulate the matter with the differential fates.
1439. Mr. Wright.] Ho yon think it is likely, inthe event of the coast being connected with the railway, 
and a railway being constructed between Glen Innes and Inverell, any trade will spring up between the 
south-western portion of Queensland and the Inverell district ? That all depends on the border duties,
1440. But supposing the border duties were removed? If the border duties were removed, there is no
doubt trade would spring up. .
1441. Which do you think is tho more natural market for tho table-land about Inverell and west of 
Inverell? To come to Sydney, or go to the northern coast lands and certain portions of Queensland. 
The nearest market is always the best.
1442. Then you think the natural market would be north and east ? Yes.

Charles McDonnell Stuart, Esq., Supervising Engineer, llailway Construction Branch, Department of
Public Works, sworn, and further examined :—

C. McD. 1443. Mr. Zee.] Do you know whether any special attention has been directed to the survey of this 
Stuart, Esq. particular line, moro than is usually directed fo any other line, with the object of obtaining an easy 

* grade? I do not think so—not more than what has been done upon railway surveys lately. They have 
16Sept., 1896. been very careful lately in getting the easiest grade possible.

1444. Judging by the contour of the country, as shown on the parish map, it ■would appear that the 
country is rough and undulating from point to point? It is from Inverell to Gravesend.
1445. Aud to obtain these easy grades the line would have to be run round the points and spurs rather 
than go over them ? Yes.
1446. That must of necessity have lengthened the line considerably ? Of course. , •
1447. Can you give us any idea as to the direct distance from Inverell to Moree? As the crow flies, a 
little over 80 miles. Of course there is no straight road in that direction. The road is almost as long as 
the railway.
1448. You could not get a straight road for the same reason that you could not get a straight rail
way ? Yes.
1449. If the same principle had been adopted in the survey from Inverell to Glen Innes, is it not reason
able to suppose easier grades would be obtained? Ho ; the same principle was adopted.
1450. Would it not lengthen tlie lino to case the grades ou the Glen Innes to Inverell route ? The lino 
has been lengthened 12 miles over tho length of the road. The route as surveyed is 53 miles long, and 
the road is only 41 miles. The route was lengthened in order to get a bettor grade. The same thing has 
been carried out on that survey as upon tlie proposed line.
1451. What is the ruling grade between Glen Innes and Inveroll ? One in 60 as against 1 -in 100 on tho 
proposed line from Moree to Inverell.
1452. Would it be possible to straighten the proposed line without increasing the cost ? I do not think 
it would.
1453. Whilst exploring the country, did you take into consideration the large area of freehold land about 
there ? Ho ; my sole object was to locate the line.
1454. Therefore, you do not feel yourself competent to givo evidence with regard to the land? Ho.
1455. Which do you consider the difficult parts of the line? Between Inverell and Little Plain is the 
heaviest part.
1456. Is that owing to the difficulty in getting a grade ? Yes; in getting a grade of 1 in 100 against 
the load.
1457. Are the cuttings particularly heavy there ? No ; you can judge of that by the cost of the line.
1458. But they arc heavier in some parts than in others ? Yes, that part of the line is heavier than other 
parts, and is more expensive.
1459. Is there any difficulty in getting out of Kelly’s Gully to the top of the ridge ? Ho; you can get
out almost with a surface line. _
1460. Are there heavy cuttings there ? Ho; the heaviest cuttings are at the Inverell end, from the top 
of the Dividing Hange down into Inverell.
1461. What provision, if any, did you make for the extension of the line into the town of Inverell ? It 
is surveyed right into Inverell, and connection could be made with the Inverell to Glen Innes survey.
1462. By means of a bridge? Yes.
1463. It would be rather expensive ? It would not be very expensive.
1464. Were you brought into contact with many landowners there ? I met a few of them.
1465. Was there any disposition on their part to give the land required for the construction of the line ? 
I could not say. .1 do not think the question was ever raised.
1466. Does it pass through many large holdings ? Hot many.
1467. Does the line pass through many selectors’properties ? Not many, except immediately leaving
Inverell. '
146S. Consequently the freeholds on the pastoral properties are surveyed in sections a mile square ? I 
suppose so. '
1469. And in some cases the line must pass through those sections to a considerable extent? Yes.

1470.
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C. McD. 
Stuart, Esq.

1470. Would it not be possible to get a lino without passing through so much freehold ? Not to get as 
easy a Ime. ° °

YhaVS ^10 ril^nS grade between Moree and Narrabri F Ihe ruling grade against the load, 1 in 
100, and with tho load, 1 in 76. o ’ l6Sept.,1896,

'1472. Mr. Wright.~\ Did you survey tho line ? No.
1473. Have you been over it since it was surveyed ? No. I was over it before it was surveyed. I was 
practicaliy oyer the exact route. I went over tho country, and the route is the direction I chose.

/ ■. as_ there been any further exploration than yours ? There have been local explorations by the 
surveyors in order to make small deviations.
1475. When an officer is sent out, and a route is given to him, is it not almost his duty to stick to that 
par icu ar route . JSo ; lie has a free hand. The route I lay out ia simply a recommendation, and the 
officer who is sent out is supposed to improve it as much as he can.

^ they think a little deviation is wise tho Department will not grumble at it ? No. 
tfj- y.™ Iou tf11 us anything about getting in and out of Warialdadid you go over that country ? Tes.
1 j *0^5?be coimtr-v 1]ke around Warialda ? Warialda is situated 'in the valley of Needy Creek, 
and the difficulty is in getting into it from the Inverell side.
1‘Jon I 8UPP°se the country is not rough ? It is fairly rough. Ton cannot get a grade of 1 in 100.
1430 lou would not call it mountainous? It is not much worse than the other. It is not impossible 
to get a line through Warialda. i
1481. The reason that it is left out is that the other is an easier one ? Tes.

0uld ifc 1)0 P0SBible 1)0 g° into Warialda without sacrificing the grade P It would.
1433. The expense, however, would be great? Tes.
1484. It would make the line about three miles longer ? Tes.
im5nnnal1 ?°U give any idea “? t0 what wou1d be tbc cost of three miles ? Approximately about 

td' 1 ami11011 bowevcr>in a position to deal with tbe question of cost.
1486. Nut you know of your own knowledge that a lino could be taken to Warialda without sacrificing
i AjFwi ' j. j8-’ but 1 Vvoud :aofc be so nice a bne- It would increase the curvature.
1487. hat radius would bo required to take it in aud out of Warialda ? Tou would have to use 
lu-cnam curves.
thaHine and ^halr1gimprilcticable 1,1 railway construction ? No ; it is tho limiting curve we have used on

ilon ? )7JUldi"A i°c5^ase tbe sharpness of the curves? No; but it would increase the number. 
iaoi w the'vbo]e of tbe country along the route you have travelled over good country? Fairly good.
1 aoo AiT A'-aVPAr0Se ? Bet'TCC!1 Warialda and Inverell for agricultural purposes.

a matter of fact, the Moree district is entirely pastoral ? . Tes.
1494. And is likely to bo so ? I suppose so.
the diB?riCt?U I'cmuld imtsajL °£ thG raiIWil3r' W0Uld CaUSe ,nany minion !lCreS wbeat to bc gTOW11

1490. Is tlie country west from Warialda suitable for the growth of cereals of ’anv kind ? The further 
west you get the worse it is, because you got into drier country. '
1497. The country around Moree is principallv black soil ’ Tes
fiS8co?ntray 68 ^ ^ WOt dry woa£l'ep ‘ Tcs’ ia thc QSl3al bla=k country ; it is very

DVU,U fil!? country for growing cereals ? I. would not go so far as that, because there
is so much countrj m New (south Wales which is probably better for ii.
ToT" AS a matter tbe red soil is considered better than the black soil for the growth of wheat?

1501. Tou say that the approach to Inverell is rather a difficult one ? Tes.
1502. Does it involve very much extension of the line to secure a grade there? Tes; a good deal of
extension, and a lot of curvature. . > h «
rf!' ? -r ii? C^ SQQJetb,51g’1 suPP°f’ ,i0 bridSe tbe Macintyre Kiver, in order to take the line to 
Inverell itself? Tes; but not a great deal.

What m the river from abutment to abutment ? About 3 chains wide.
I0O0. Wlicre the road bridge is built now, we have the most suitable place on the river for a bridge 9 Tes ■ 
there is a good high bank on both sides. ugc . xes ,
TWIvVvI-I'm'k 'vent 8?uth ,of b' S'0’1 would baT0 a wider river to cross ? We should have flatter banks, 
me nrei ^ould bo a little wider, but not much.
1507. The banks would be lower, and the approaches more expensive? Tes; but on tbe whole I would 
not call ib an expensive bridge.
constructed^"1 ^ '£4,0!00° f°r an ir0’1 bridge ? 1 do not thfnk ao- 1 think a wooden bridge would be

SS r°fd i3 Ftlienf * for bl',dgeJa kind ? 1 tbblk ao>if take into consideration
1 lTV i ^ course wooden bridges aro not as long-lived.
J, A (;n-th? wbo’e’ con8ld0ring the, cheap cost of construction, you think wooden bridges ate the best in 
SSctenco S0‘ Bef0r° tbe brMee reqmred renewing ifc would more than pay

loll, ^cu think, in effect, that they are the more economical of the two? I do
lol2 Is there any flooded country to pass over ou the proposed line ? No, they have avoided thc flooded
a-i-A *a‘ Bctweef Moree and Warialda there is some flooded country, but the line goes outside it 
1.013. Are the waterways on thc proposed lino sufficient ? Tes, I think so.
1^3I'01* notice any lands on the route you passed over except a little wheat under cultivation P 
Immediately on leaving Inverell there is a good deal of cultivation. Between Little and Big Plain there 
is land under cultivation on tbe northern side of thc road. °
n rb f”7-,cldfixation west of Big Plain ? Not much—hardly any. '
IdG. Did the land appear to be held in largo areas ? Tes; once you get away from the Big Plain you
get into the Gragin Hun, which has a large area. I presume all thc runs will be thrown open for seleetfon.

1517.
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0. McD. 151/, At finy rate, after passing Little Plain, and unti] you get into the immediate neighbourhood of
Stuart, Ksq. there is no cultivation ? Very little.

ISIS. Is there much cultivation around Warialda ? Not much,
' 1519, I believe that is the poorest hind on the route ? I should say it is.
1520. It is fitter for grazing than for agriculture ? Yes.
1521. Vice-01uxirman.~\ You say that the route under thc consideration of the Committee was recommended
by you ? Yes. '
1522. Did you previously recommend any other route ? No.
1523. Did you explore between a point about 8 miles north of Moree and Inverell? Yes. _
1524. Did you recommend that route ? I did, but 1 look upon that as part and parcel of the same line.
1525. I am speaking of two different routes;—did you not previously recommend that route ? I did. In 
my report I recommended the northern route first, but there is a reason for it.
1526. What reason? Because it was understood at the time I made the exploration that there was a
proposal to carrv a line from Moree to Boggabilla or Mungundi. The line from Moree to Boggabilla 
or Mungundi would have run over that 8 miles, and one bridge across the river would have done the 
two lines. That is the reason I recommended it. _
152/. Were you instructed to explore a line from thc point you have mentioned, 8 miles to the north, or 
were you left with discretionary power ? I had discretionary power. _ _ _
1528. I want to know your reasons for going 8 miles north of Moree in tho first instance, instead of 
starting 'from Moree ? It was in order to make use of a portion of the line which would be common to 
the line towards Mungundi or Boggabilia.
1520. Were you instructed to find the best route ? I was.
1530. You say a wide discretion was granted you? Yes. _
1531. Why did you not first survey from Moree? Because the G-overnment first proposed to carry a line
from Moree to Boggabilla or between Moree and Mungundi. _ ^
1532. Did you recommend that the line should bo extended from Moree to Boggabilla ? No, hut I was
asked to make an exploration to see what the country was like. If either of those lines wfere going to be 
made I should have recommended the line to Inverell to have started at the 8 miles from Moree on the 
northern side of the river. _ ,
1533. Is that your opinion still ? It would be if they were going to make a line to Mungundi or
Boggabilla. _
1534. Assuming the line to Boggabilla, would the connection between the 8 miles north point be a better 
route than the one under consideration ? Only on condition that you made the other line—not otherwise.
1535. I am supposing a line to be projected between Moree and Boggabilla, would tbe northern route be 
better than the one under consideration ? Yes; in the sense that it would be a little cheaper.
1536. What would be the advantages as regards soil aud settlement ? It would not be as good as tbe
southern line. The best land is on the southern side of the river. _ _ _
1537. Having surveyed the northern route, did you give attention to any other possible point of connec
tion between Moree and Inverell ? Yes ; in the same report 1 recommended thc proposed line as an 
alternative, and the Government had their choice. Tho northern line altogether depended on whether 
they intended to make a branch to Boggabilla.
1538. Then at the time you made your recommendation1 of the northern route conditionally upon the
railway being extended to Boggabilla; you also recommended the liue as now surveyed as au alternative 
one? Yes. ‘ .
1539. Ifrom vour knowledge of the country, are you of opinion that this will not only be a cheaper line
under existing circumstances, but that it will also be a better connection between Moree and Inverell ? 
Yes, for that connection only. It is tho best and cheapest lino. _
1540. Why do you say that connection only? If you go to Boggabilla afterwards, you will have to make
that S miles of line and put another bridge across the river. _
1511. What is the character of the country between Moree and Boggabilla ? Aery good. Thc Tulloona
station is very good country indeed. _
1512. Is it similar to or better country than that traversed by thc proposed line ? It is considerably bolter 
country. It is not better than the country around Inverell, hut better for pastoral purposes. It is better 
country.
1543. It is not fit for agricultural purposes ? Not quite so good. _
1544. Would you regard an extension beyond Moree in the direction of Boggabilla as serving pastoral
interests only? Yes. _
1545. Did you explore any other routes than the two you have mentioned? No. not leaving Moree.
There is no other route you can take. There are only the two J have mentioned. _
154G. Then I suppose vou had no hesitation in selecting the route under consideration? Certainly not. 
Bor directly connecting Inverell I would take the route under consideration.
1547. Mr. O'Connor.] Do you know the country between Inverell and Glen Innes ? Yes,
1648. What kind of country is it? It is good pastoral country, but it is not as open as the other. 
You get into a certain valley, aud have to follow it down, aud there is a range of hills between that and 
any other country at the hack of it,
1549. For purposes of settlement, it is not so well adapted as the land between Inverell and Moree? I 
do not think it is.
1550. Still I suppose there is some good land between Glen Innes and Inverell ? Fair land.
1551. I suppose you have travelled over the country a good deal at different times ? Yes. _
1552. Would you say that the land between Glen limes and Moree is as good as any land in other parts 
of the Colony where railways are constructed ? Yes; taking it all round, I suppose it is.
1553. Are there any great engineering difficulties along the route? No.
1554. In some places the land is pretty good, and in other places very good? Yes.
1555. Mr. Black.] What is the prevailing grade on the Inverell to Gleu Innes route, on the last surveyed 
line ? It is 1 in 60, as against the load.
1556. How does that compare with the grade on the Narrabri to Moree line ? It is 1 in 60, as against 1 
in 100.
1557. And Narrabri to Werris Creek ? Upon that you have 1 in 55.

1558.
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1558. Is that 1 in 55 over a long distance? I do not know. It is on a lino which has been constructed 
for years. The grade is at Boggabri.
1558. Will not that tell against thc traffic on the lino through from Werris Creek to Inverell ? Of course 
it will. But look at the section where it would have to go if it went to Glen Innes.
1560. You mean on tho main line ? Yes. '
1561. "Would the northern survey, 8 miles from Moree, go through Paramellowa? Yes.
1562. Is Paramellowa a place of any importance, or likely to become ao ? I do not think so. It is only 
a surveyed town. It is certainly not as good land as on the south side of the river.
1563. If the line bad gone through Paramellowa would it have gone through the town of Warialda ? Not 
necessarily, because both surveys join before you get to Warialda.
1561. At what distance west of Warialda would they meet ? A few miles—8 miles from Warialda and 
43 from Moree.
1565. Having in view the abandonment of the project to go to Boggabilla, you think the southern liue 
is far preferable? Yes; if you look upon it as an independent line it is tho best. .

C. Mcl). 
Stuart, iteq.

IGSept., 1896.

Percy Scan, Esq., Principal Assistant Eugineer, Hoads aud Bridges Branch, Department of Public
Works, sworn, and examined :—

1566. Mr. Roberfs.'j Have yon a knowledge of tlio proposed line to connect Moree with Inverell ? 1 have P. Scarr, Eeq.
been over part of tho country. I have been from Inverell to Warialda, aud down to Goondiwindi, but
not to Moree. 16 Scpt.,1896,
1507. What is the character of the country between Inverell and Warialda? Ifc is 20 years since I 
was there, and I would not like to say much about it. ■
1568. Were you over called upon to report upon the host way of connecting Inverell with fhe railway 
system of the Colony ? Yes ; Mr. Price and myself made an extensive report on tho subject in 1890.
1569. What was the exact nature of the report you were asked to furnish ;—was it in regard to connecting 
Inveroll with tho Great Northern Bail way ? Our instructions are shown in the following extract from 
the report:—

Department of Public Works, .Sydney, 31 May, 1S90.
Mixiith pArnu.—Railway Extension—Northers District.

The Minister desires Messrs. Scarr and Price to at once proceed to undertake the following inquiry in connection with 
Railway Extension in the northern districts of this Colony.

Tho first matter for determination is tlie best way of connecting Inverell with the Great Northern Railway, for 
which the following points of junction have been proposed, viz.:—

(1) Glen Innes.
(2) Guyra.
(3) Uralla.
(4J Kentucky.

It will bc necessary to give these routes the most careful investigation, with the view of determining which of them 
presents thc promise of securing the most favourable results in the general public interest.

Thu second branch of the inquiry will embrace the consideration of the question as to the best means of connecting 
the Great Northern Railway with the proposed coast line. For this purpose the following routes have been suggested, 
viz.:—

Tentcrfield to Casino,
Glen Lines to Grafton, and
Guyra, vict the Don Dorrigo Scrub, to Grafton.

Tho third matter for attention is thc connection between Guyra and the Coast about Coifs Harbour.
The merits of the proposed line from Tamworth vi& Manilla towards luvurell should also he inquired into.

1570. What waa thc result of tho investigation made by yourself and Mr. Price ; did yon recommend tho 
route from Glen limes to Inverell ? We did not make any defmito recommendations, but summed up 
the whole matter, and then gave our conclusions.
1571. You gave your views on thc different routes you went over, and left the Minister to decide ? Yes.
We were not called upon to give definite opinions upon tho routes, but to collect material with regard to 
them.
1572. When you were called upon to make this report along with Mr. Price, where was tho terminus of 
the north-western line? It was at Narrabri then.
1573. It had not then been determined that the Narrabri-Moree line should be constructed? No.
1574. Now that tho terminus of thc north-western line is at Moree, do yon think that will he the host 
way of connecting Inverell with the railway system of tlie Colony? Ido not know that I would he 
justified in giving a definite opinion on that point for the simple reason that 1 have not gone closely into 
the matter. I have not made inquiry into the country, and 1 do not know thc country about there very 
well.
1575. Do you know tho country between Inverell and Glen Innes? Yes.
1576. Would that bo an expensive line to make ? It would. There is some very heavy work upon it.
1577. Jf a line were made from Inverell to Glen Innes, would there bo likely to be much settlement upon 
it, or is it a fact that the whole of the land is in the hands of a fow persons ? The land at that time was
in the hands of about four persons, speaking generally. There were four large estates which extended .
nearly the whole length of the line. What subdivision or breaking up of tbe land there has been since I 
could not say.
1578. Did you gain any information as to the likelihood of the land being sold, leased, or thrown open for 
settlement:? We heard statements to the effect that it would he broken up, sold, leased, and so on, if the 
railway were made; but we considered that they should bo taken with a grain of salt, as tho experience 
up to that time had not been that the large estates in different parts of the country would be broken up

. under similar conditions.
1579. You had no positive evidence on the point? No.
1580. It was merely rumour ? Yes.
1581. Was tlie land well suited for agriculture? There is a great deal of very good land indeed.
1582. Was more than one route traversed by you between Glen Junes and Inverell? Yes, there were 
two routes surveyed.
1583. Which did you prefer, via Swanbrook or via Wellingrove? The Wellingrovc route.

1584.
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P. Scair, Eeq. 1584. Upon what grounds did you recommend that route ? I cannot recollect very clearly, but they are 
stat0(* rcPorli' was chiefly, I think, because the land was better, and not that it was better

16Sept., 1896. from an engineering point of view,
1585. I think you travelled from G-uyra to Invorell ? Yes.
1580. Is there some fairly good land on that route? Yes ; but not nearly so much as there is on the 
Glen Innes line. It is more patchy, and does not extend for such a great length along the line.
1587. What about the engineering difficulties ? That was the easier line of the two as far as the 
engineering question was concerned.
1588. As compared with the Glen Innes route ? Yes.
1589. But the Glen Innes land was preferable for agricultural purposes ? Yes. There were other 
considerations as well. It struck the Northern line further north than the Guyra line, which we 
considered of some importance, and it did not require to get up to such an elevation on the Glen Innes 
connection as on the Guyra connection.
1590. All things considered, you preferred the Glen Innes to Inverell route? Yes, in preference to the 
Guyra line.

THURSDAY, 17 SEPTEMBER, 189G. 

present:—
The Hon. FREDERICK THOMAS HUMPHEBY, (Vic^Cirvihman)-

The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Moree to Inverell.

J. Sec, Esq., 
M.P.

17 Sept., 1896.

John See, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined:—
1591. Vice-Chairman.'] You represent the electorate of Grafton in the Legislative Assembly ? Yes.
1592. Mr. Wriffhi.] You know the proposed railway under consideration ? 1. have a knowledge of the 
proposal.
1593. To construct a line of railway from Moree to Inverell ? Yes.
1594. Have you any personal knowledge of that particular tract of country ? No, I have not been between 
Moree and Inverell. I know the country about Inverell very well.
1595. Will you give the Committee your opinion respecting the proposed line as far as it will serve Inverell 
and the surrounding district ? I do not think the proposed railway will serve the interests of the people 
of Inverell.
1596. Why? I think the best connection for Inverell would be by running a line from that town to Glen 
Innes. I take it that this is not only a local, but to a very large extent a national undertaking. The 
Invorell people are entitled to railway communication, and in my judgment the best way to serve their 
interests would be by taking the railway from Inverell to Glen Innes with the ultimate intention of 
carrying it to the coast.
1597. It has been stated in evidence that the Railway Commissioners, in considering the policy of serving
Inverell, have not taken into consideration the general policy of a proposed connection with the coast to serve 
the north-western portions of the Colony ? Well, I think this ismot only a local but a national work. 
Any railway of this description should be so constructed so as to give the people the best possible access 
to their nearest market. I should like to point out that, from Sydney to Glen Innes, by way of the 
Northern line, the distance is 422 miles. From Glen Lines to Inverell, over the projected railwajr—the 
one authorised by the Public Works Committee some years ago—the distance would bo 53 miles, making 
a total of 475 miles ; of course I am only speaking approximately. From Sydney to Narrabri the distance 
is 350 miles ; from Narrabri to Moree 65 miles ; from Moree to Inverell it is, I understand, 96 miles ; 
a total of 511 miles or 36 miles further than the line from Sydney to Inverell by Glen Innes. The 
distance from Inverell to Glen Innes is 53 miles ; from Glen Innes to the coast it is, approximately, 100 
miles, and from Grafton to Sydney by water, it is 340 miles. That makes the whole distance from 
Inverell, via Glen Innes and Grafton, to Sydney, 403 miles, or IS miles shorter than the proposal from 
Sydney to Moree and Inverell. I have given these flgures for tho purpose of emphasising the difference 
in the distances, I think it will be easily shown that, some day—and I hope that day is not very far 
distant—the best and easiest method of enabling the Inverell people to roach their market will be by way 
of Grafton or some depot on the coast. '
1598. Then you consider that any proposal to provide the north-western portion of the Colony with 
railway communication, should embrace a scheme for connection with the coast? 1 do. I think the 
proposed railway, if carried out, will compel the people of Inverell to travel from Inverell a distance of 
515 miles—taking them away from their market—and they will have to send their produce, willing or not, 
for 515 miles by railway, as against their natural outlet which would be tbo best port on the coast, north 
of Newcastle, distant from Inverell about 150 miles.
1599. You have a knowledge of the town of Inverell and the products of the district ? Yes.
1600. What, in your opinion, is the natural market for Inverell? There can be no doubt that the north- 
coast and Sydney will form a market for Inverell products, and any form of railway communication 
which might be devised should be such as to afford facilities to the producers on the Richmond, the 
Clarence, and all that magnificent country down to the Bellinger. My friend, Mr. Lee, and others who 
have been there, know that to some extent it embraces the Don Dorrigo scrub, which is one of the richest 
portions of New South Wales, and which at the same time is almost inaccessible on account of tho want 
of proper facilities. First of all there is the Bellinger, the Nambucca, and the Macleay, and I will not 
even except Port Macquarie.
1601. Can you give the Committee any idea of tho population of the northern rivers, from the Macleay to 
the Tweed ? Quite 80,000.
1602. The whole of that population has to be fed with imported breadstuffs ? They do not grow a bag of
wheat there. With regard to the population—including flip Manning an.d the people north of Fort 
Stephens—I put it down ay 100,000 on the north coast. ' 1003.
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1603. And those people have to be fed with breadstuffs grown outside that district? TTes; I think I am 
speaking correctly when 1 say that there is not any wheat grown.
1G04. And your contention is that if a railway be made between the table-land of ISew England and the * „ . -enf; 
seaboard, tho whole of that population can be fed by the produce of Inverell and district? Yes. There op' 
is not only Inverell, but there is Armidale, and all the country beyond, because if this suggestion were 
carried out, as I say it ought to be, it would really mean the beginning of another line to the coast.
1605. Is there any possibility, if a coastal line be constructed, of the wants of Queensland being met by 
the wheat-producing lands of that portion of New South Wales? Yes I do not know of any part of 
the country which offers such facilities J'or population as the north coast districts, and the table-land on 
the west—that is the table-land from Glen limes on to Inverell, and on to the Queensland border. 1 do 
not know' of any portion of the country so well adapted for settlement as that. There is no doubt in my 
mind that, with proper, cheap, natural facilities —not artificial facilities, such as the project before the 
Committee will afford—there will be an enormous settlement if the people can get their produce to market 
at a reasonable and fair rate.
1G0G. On the other hand, it is contended by certain residents of Inverell, that their market is west of 
Inverell—that is towards Moree and west of Moree. Have you any idea wrhat population there is to 
consume the produce of those districts ? A very poor one, and I do not suppose it will ever be a big one.
I do not think the country is adapted for settlement—it Is a grazing country.
1007. You believe it to be a pastoral country ? I think so.
1608. And one not likely to carry a large population? T should think there are more people on the 
Jtichmond now than there ever will be in that country during the next 100 years.
1609. You are firm in your belief that if Inverell is to be a large grain-producing district, it must look for 
a market away from the western parts of the Colony ? There is no doubt about it. Anyone who has 
travelled in the northern and north-western districts, and who knows the drift of trade from the early 
settlement of the country, wilt be guided in coming to the conclusion that that is the nearest and best way 
of getting to the table-laud. It is true that the system of centralisation has induced trade to go to Sydney 
and .Newcastle, simply because the railway has been made; but I say again that, to secure that trade, a 
very unequal and unfair system has had to be adopted in regard to the railways, by the introduction of 
the differential rates. If the rates charged on the northern line, between Armidale and Tcnterfieid, were 
consistent with the rates charged between Armidale and Newcastle, thennearly all the trade which is done 
between Glen Innes, or between Armidale and Tenterfleld, along the northern line, and beyond Inverell, 
would be done by bullock team from Grafton, and from Lawrence to Tenlerlield, where a very considerable 
trade is already done, despite tho differential rates, which have been introduced for the purpose of securing 
the trade by the northern line.
1610. You are aware that there is a largo annual loss on the northern line, from Tamworth to the border ?
Yes. ”
1611. Do you think the construction of the proposed railway will increase that loss to the northern line 
by taking the tradic from it? I think it is self-evident that it will. Supposing they secure the whole of 
the Inverell trade—that is on the line—they will have disabilities to contend with even then, in the 
shape of competition by teams. The distance to the coast will always be a formidable competitor as 
against a railway. Therefore, to secure the whole of the trade by way of Moree they will have to adopt 
comparatively low rates.
1612. And that will have the effect of further augmenting the present loss, on the northern line? It is 
254i milesfrom Sydney to Wcrris Creek, and 422 miles from Sydney to Glen Innes, so that there are 168 miles 
of the northern line which will lose the traffic which it formerly had in connection with the 1 nverell trade.
In other words, the Inverell trade, which was done by rail, was done from Glen Innes, and of course came 
to Werris Creek, and on in the ordinary way. By this proposal of the Government, necessitating all the 
goods coming to Glen Innes, and towards "\Yerris Creek, on tho northern line, the whole volume of the 
Inverell trade will go over the other line, and will, most naturally, decrease the volume of trade, and the 
earnings of the northern line. .
1613. And if it is shown by the railway authorities that the proposed Hue between Moree aud Inverell 
will be run at an annual loss, it will naturally increase the loss on tho northern line ? Unquestionably.
It is indicated that the loss on the proposed line will bo £2,700 a year; but I suppose that it will be more 
than that. I assume that in the provision which has been made for the cost of the line, they do not take 
into account the cost ol tho resumptions and stations. The estimate which has been given refers merely to 
the cost of making a railway.
1614. It includes everything as far as the railway itself is concerned—stations and everything? But it
does not include the land, which might come to another £50,000. 1 understand that the line goes mostly
through alienated country. ^
1615. What I want to emphasise is this : That not only do they show a loss on the proposed line, but 
that tho loss on the northern line will be augmented? There is no question about it.
1616. To tho loss of £2,700 per annum upon the proposed line, they should add the loss of revenue which 
will bo sustained in connection with the northern line? Yes. They will lose the whole of the trade they 
had hitherto on the northern line from Werris Creek to Glen Innes, which will be diverted over the 
other line, to the loss of the Glen Innes line.
1617. And it should be added to the annual loss on the proposed line? Yes. One of two things should 
be done. It should either be charged to the proposed line, or debited to the other. It seems to me, which
ever way you take it, that it is a competing line against the northern line. Instead of making Inverell a 
feeder to the northern line, they propose to divert the trade from Inverell to Moree, winch will take the 
northern trade from the northern line.
1618. Then the line, instead of being a feeder to, will be a sucker from, the northern line ? Unques- 
iionably.
1619. You are quite clear that the trade of Inverell should gravitate to the east, and’possibly to the north ?
In spite of the differential rates, which I have already mentioned, there is still a very considerable trade 
between Inverell and Grafton by team. I am perfectly convinced, from my knowledge of the 
country, and from my association with it—and I have made it a study for years—that on every ground, 
national and otherwise, the line ought to connect with the northern line at Glen Innes.
1620. Yon are aware that the climate of Moree is pretty hot ? I suppose it is.

366—II

J. See, Esq., 
M.P.

1621.
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J. Sec, Esq., 1G21. Do you think the passengers who wish to roach Sydney are likely to face that climate and travel in 
the train ? I am pretiy sure they would not. A. man can drive from Inverell to Glen Innes on a good 
road and through a good-country in four or five hours. _

7 Sep j • yG22. .If passengers can be conveved by first-class coaches to Glen Innes for 10s., and if they can reach 
Sydney by that route with little personal inconvenience, do you think they are likely to go to Moree ? 
I should say that they would go to Glen Innes. In the first place they have the mail train, which is a 
great consideration. .
1G23. We have it in evidence from the postal authorities that they can land their mails in Inverell by 
means of train to Glen Innes, and then on by coach, in less time than they can take them by Irain via 
Moree, and for less expense , therefore, I suppose the passengers could he carried at Jess expense? I do 
not know how ihey do that It is a matter of calculation as to how long it takes the train to go from 
Sydney to Glen Innes, and wc know that from Glen Innes to Inverell it is down hill all the way. 
Consequently, coming back it is up hill. 1 think there is a descent irom Glen Innes to Inverell of from 
1,500 to 1,700 feet.
1G24. You say there is a trade between Grafton and Inverell ? Yes.

' 1625. There is a considerable trade, I believe, from South Grafton to Glen Innes and Inverell ? Yes.
1G2G. Can vou give us any idea of the present rates of carriage—that is inclusive of the rates from 
Sydney to Glen Innes and to Inverell ? I would not like to mention rates, but I. know that the method 
they have adopted of sending a considerable amount of produce from Inverell to Grafton, and then on to 
Sydney, is eheaper than sending by rail. ... ,
1627. You mean that certain classes of goods are carried more cheaply—including insurance—from 
Sydney to Inverell via Grafton ? Yes; and I even include the delay which, of course, lo a business 
man is something. It might take three weeks.to send goods to Sydney from Inverell wa Grafton, and 
it would probably only take a week to get them from Sydney to Inverell. A. business man would enter 
into a calculation of the amount of interest: and in spite of all disabilities he would got his goods 
landed more cheaply bv way of Grafton and Glen Innes than he would by rail.
1628. That is a fact which applies to Glen Junes ? An absolute fact _ _
3.G29. And the natural inference is that it will also apply to Inverell, if it is connected by railway? I do 
not think there is any doubt about it. I think if they make a railway to Inverell, they will not get rid of 
tlie competition. Therefore to ensure trade, differential rates will have to be adopted which meaus that 
the work on the railroad will bo done at a loss to the general taxpayer. It means that in order to secure 
the trade, vou have to carry goodq at an abnormal rare, and the deficiency arising from that abnormal trade 
has to bo made good by the taxpayer. _
1630. There is now, in effect, competition between the steam-boat proprietors and the Eailway Cqmmis- 
aioners for the Inverell trade? No, it comes without any special effort so far as the steamer companies are 
concerned.
1G31. But you say the Eailway Commissioners have made special rates which entail an annual loss on the 
railway? There is a differential rate on the northern line, between Armidale and Tenterfleld, for the 
purpose of inducing trade from Inverell. Emmaville, Tingha, and that outlying country to go upon the 
northern line. But for the differential rates along that portion of the railway, the goods would be taken 
more cheaply under ordinary circumstances from Inverell to Glen Innes, and Grafton by road. .
1632. Notwithstanding the existence of that differential or cheap rate, a large quantity of goods is taken 
via Grafton ? I can give you the figures. _
1G33. Can you give us an estimate of what has been carriedfor any specific period over that road ? I have 
a list which has been prepared by a gentleman whose every day experience enables him to give reliable 
information. I refer to Mr. '.L T. M’JCittrick, of South Grafton, who has a large forwarding business, 
and who does probablv the chief trade in loading teams. He sends a considerable quantity of sugar, and 
produce of that description from the Clarence. The Clarence and the Eiehmond, as you know, are sugar- 
producing disfricts, and I know that in the season a large quantity is sent from Grafton to Glen Innes 
and Inverell, that is in addition to the ordinary merchandise which is sent by way of Grafton from Sydney. 
Then a great quantity of goods is sent from Inverell aud Glen Innes in the shape of wool, hides, potatoes, 
bran, and products of that description,
1G34. Have you the information you refer to. for any particular period? Yes: I have the tonnage of 
produce received at South Grafton for the twelve months ending 30th June, 1895, and it is as follows:—

From Dalinorton. 
Glen Innes 
Invorell.... 
Emmaville 
Armidale... 
Deepwater.

5 tons 
284- „ 
260 „ 
« „ 
25 ,,

That makes a total of 627 tons received at South Grafton from the table-land. That comes along the 
road despite the difficulties which have to be contended with. The tonnage of merchandise forwarded 
from South Grafton for the twelve months ending June, 1890, is as follows :—

Tons civty. qre. lbs.
To Glen limes .................................. ................................ 973 0 3 26

Inverell .................................. . .. ................................ 433 16 3 22
Tingha........................................... ................................ 30 6 2 2
Armidale .................................... ................................ 145 7 i 10
Jlillgrovc .................................. . ................................ 39 7 O' 16
Emmaville ........................... . ................................ 62 13 2 26
Deepwater.................................... ................................ 26 0 o 20
Dalmorton.................................... ................................ 72 - 13 3 22

Total... ................................ ],7S3 12 1 4
The-
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The following is the description of the produce received at South Grafton for the twelve months ending See,^Esq., 
30th .Tune, 1890, from the under-mentioned places:—

Produce. Dalmorton. Glen Innes. Im'erelL Armiiialc. Deepwater. Emmawllc. Total.

Wool, bales ............................................... 3 1,044 1,429 84 73 246 2,879
114 547 701 1S9 J jOOl

14 29
G3:j 633

i r. 6
Hair, bags........... ..................................... 1 ii l 4 17

10 21 29 67
flliaff Wk............................................. . 711 ....... .......... 711

150 150
50 50
SO 80

4 4
27 27

9 43 57

Total packages, bales, or bags... 137 3,281 2,214 310 73 246 6,201
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1035. What is the total tonnage inwards and outwards ? 2.400 tons. _
103(j. Tho whole of that traffic, except a small portion sent from Dalmorton, has been lost to the railway 
revenue ? Of course if it had gone over the railway they would have had more carriage ; but in order 
to get what they did get they have to carry it more than LOO miles on the northern line for nothing. In 
many instances, goods which are intended for Armidale are, under the present system of carriage, sent on 
as far as G-uyra, and in some cases as far as Glen Innes. _
1637. Tour contention is that as this amount of goods has been carried under difficulties by horse and 
bullock teams, if a railway were constructed from the coast to the table-lands of Ivew England, not only 
would they have had that traffic, but the whole of the traffic in those districts over the main northern 
line P Yes. 1 was going to point out that the traffic I have enumerated from Glen Innes, Jmerell aud 
the other places consists of wool, hides, horns, ore, skins, chaff, bran, some oats, potatoes, and sundries. 
1G38. Principally wool? Yes; 2,879 bales of wool, and 1,351 Judes, and 033 bags of ore. This is the 
remnant of what was once a very large trade. There used to be thousands of tons of go'ods sent up 
before the days of differential rates obtained, and, of course, before the railway opened from Armidale.
1639. Notwithstanding the cheap rates offered by the Commissioners, this volume of trade still obtains at
Grafton p Yes. _
1640. You believe that if a railway were constructed from the coast lo Inverell, not only would all this 
traffic be secured, but the whole of the traffic which now traverses the northern line up to this point 
would be carried ? Yes ; that is tho natural inference ; but I think the enormous development uf trade 
which would ensue from proper communication with the coast would increase the earnings of the northern 
line rather than decrease them.
1641. Ybu are aware that it has been said that a line between the table-lands of New England and
Grafton would necessarily be an expensive one to construct, and that the country is bad ;—do you know 
tbo intervening country between the table-land and the port of Grafton ? I know it fairly well; I do 
not know any better road than the one between Grafton and Glen Innes. Parts of it are a little steep. 
I drove a pair of ponies over the whole distance quite comfortably in two days, and I only drove eight 
hours each day. _
16 42. What is the character of the country ;—is any portion of it suitable for agriculture? Some of it. 
Of course, I do not know what its future may be, but I should think that it abounds in minerals. It is 
the most magnificent timber country 1 have ever seen, and what its possibilities may be in regard to fruit
growing, aud as a sanatorium, I do not know. We have only the Blue Mountains as a guide, and cer
tainly. in my opinion, it is much better than the Blue Mountains,
1643. Some portions, I understand, are good soil ? Unquestionably.
1644. And along the whole of the route there is an abundance of timber and a possibility of minerals 
being developed? Yes,and it is splendidly watered. I suppose there is no better-watered country in the 
world,
1643. Do you think the mountain slopes are adapted for the cultivation of fruits and vines ? I am sure 
of it. Some people may affect to despise them because they know nothing about them, but anyone who 
has a knowledge of other countries, and who has travelled through Italy, Prance, and Germany, and seen 
the wretched hillside slopes upon which people exist, and compares them with our magnificent hill country 
here, must bo able to realise that. Perhaps not in our time, but certainly before very long, those hills will 
be occupied by tens of thousands of people.
1646. Then your opinion is that if that railway were constructed there would soon be a considerable 
population and traffic ? I do not think there is any doubt about it.
1647. Aud the whole of tho traffic in the north-western part of the Colony would pass over there? My 
impression is that that is the course which nature intended it to take.
1648. I suppose that irrespective of where the railway should tap the main northern line, you look upon 
its natural outlet as the Clarence Eivcr? Natural and necessary outlet. That is the host poinr, but in 
anv case, even supposing it were not, there still ought to be a connection between the north coast and the 
table-hind for the convenience of people on the north coast and those in the north-west.
1649. Irrespective of the terminal point on the coast, you thmk the Government should make some effort 
to connect these two important districts ? There is no doubt of it. Supposing tho people on the north 
coast had a railway from Newcastle or the Hunter—which would be a continuation of the present 
northern line—if they wanted to send sugar from the llielimond or the Clarence to Inverell they would 
have to send it to Newcastle, and then upon the northern line again. If the country develops, as 
I believe it will, you must give facilities for reaching the market. The greatest drawback to the 
•proposal before the Committee is that it fixes for all time a carriage by rail of 513 miles as against the 
natural road.

1650.
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1650. 1. ou think then that the great defect of the proposal is that the question of a port for the northern 
portion of tho colony is altogether ignored ? 1. think it is carrying out the old system which has done so
much harm to the country, and that is the ay stem of centralisation. If you had a market on the north 

' coast, tho time would not be far distant when you would he sending cargoes of wool, preserved meat, and
so on, away.
1051, "i ou think tliat if the people-had railway communication between the table-land and the north 
coast, an independent trade would spring up between Grafton and some other important point? 
No doubt,
1652. For instance, a good deal of the wool is at the present time exported direct ? Tes.
1653. Would there he a possibility of shipping cargoes of wool from the northern portion of the colony ? 
Yes. They have a magnificent bar on the Clarence now ; in fact, it has almost ceased to be a bar. It 
may almost he looked upon as a port, if not equal to, at any rate, nearly as good as Newcastle.
1654. 1 believe there has been some attempt made recently to secure direct vessels between London and 
the Clarence ? They have been talking about it.
1655. Has anything definite been done ? I think Mr. Utz negotiated with some agents at home to get a 
a small vessel out. but the disabilities will be considerable. The smaller the ship the more you have to pay. 
It is not because there is a want of facilities for shipping, but because of the disabilities of the trade in 
consequence of competition, which prevents one getting freight enough.
1656. You think that if a large trade can be secured, Grafton is of sufficient importance to admit of the 
entry of large vessels to it? Yes, if the north-west trade went along to its natural port, there would 
be no difficulty in connection with the matter.
1657. Independent of the question of direct trade between the outer world and the north coast, would 
not the construction of a railway from the north coast to Ihe table-land enable all the producers in the 
north-western portions of the colony to land their produce in Sydney, and to get their supjdies back at a 
lesser rate than they could under existing railway arrangements? Undoubtedly.
1658. So that all that portion of the colony w'ould benefit in regard to the cost of freight? Yes ; besides 
the interchange of trade between the northern districts and the north-western districts.
1650. Independent of that trade, growers in the western district would have the advantage of cheaper 
transit both ways ? Yes.
1660. You say that the population of the north coast from the Manning to the Tweed is about 100,000 ? 
That is wrhat I estimate it.
1661. Have you any idea of the population of the table-lands, say from Guyra to Tenterfleld, and west of 
that? No ;■ I should think about 30,000, including Tenterfleld. There may be more.
1662. We will take it as 30,060. You would have, then, this advantage if your contention were 
maintained, that the people of the north-west would get their supplies, which they cannot produce them
selves, such as wheat, from the west; and the people west ivould get their supplies of sugar and other 
things from the seaboard ? Yes.
16G3. In addition to that the people west would have every facility for getting their supplies to and from 
Sydney at lesser rates than they now pay? You would have one-tenth of the population of the colony 
at once brought into close communion in regard to an interchange of products—that is when the general 
scheme of railways, which is contemplated, is carried out.
1664. What effect weuld that have upon the northern line ? I think it would help it.
1665. Do you not think it would draw traffic from it ? I do not think so.
1366. lor instance, if you had a railway from the coast, junctioniug with any place on the northern 
line, it would necessarily distribute the stuff on that line for a certain distance? Yes; and you would 
get a natural route for it, instead of a competing route.
1667. We will say that the junction is at Tenterfleld. Supplies will go to Glen Innes and so on? I can
understand a competing or differential system against another colony such as Victoria, for instance, which 
has attacked us for the purpose of inducing trade. The anomaly there is that they would charge 8s. for 
carrying a bale of Victorian grown wool from Echuca to Melbourne, but they will carry a bale of wool 
grown in Eiverinn, New South Wales, for half that amount. ’ "
1668. Do you think that whilst it is fair for the Eailway Commissioners to meet warfare with warfare, it
is also fair to meet our own people with the same weapons ? 1 do not think it is, and it will deprive a
number of people of a trade which naturally belongs to them. No one, of course, can compete against 
the state, because the state has the whole of the people at its hack as well as the consolidated revenue. 
Therefore if the state makes up its mind to run any travelling interest it can do it. But the question is 
whether it is desirable for the state to undertake to destroy an industry, because it has the power to do it. 
It is using the might of the people as against the individual, and the individual may have done as much for 
the country in the early days of pioneering as the railways are doing now.
1669. Another aspect of the question is this : that the people who pay the reduced rates get the benefit 
of them ? I admit that the individual does, but the public have to pay him. It is, after all, the giving of 
a subsidy by the people to the individual—it is a bounty.
1670. It is tasing the consolidated revenue for the benefit of a small district ? Exactly so, or it is taking 
from the earnings of the railway, which belong to the people.
1671. Which is the same thing inasmuch as that forms a portion of the consolidated revenue ? Yes.
1672. Looking at the matter quite apart from your position as ft representative of a northern electorate,
do you believe that coastal communication should he given to the table-land ? I have no hesitation in 
saying that it should. If I sat for any other electorate in the Colony I should have the same opinion as 
I have now in regard to the advisableness of carrying the railway from Inverell to Glen Innes and then on 
to the coast. '
1673. Having an extensive knowledge of the district, and of its trade requirements, can you give the 
Committee any idea as to whether a railway from Inverell to Glen Innes and then on to the coast would 
pay or nearly pay ? I have no doubt it would pay very shortly. The original estimate—which is only a 
rough one—for the line from Inverell to Glen Innes—£2,006,000—was about double what it should be.
1674. That is about £20,000 a mile ? I remember that when they first projected the railway between
Glen Innes aud Inverell they said it would cost £700,000, and I see they have reduced the cost to 
£137,000. ■
1675. You are aware that the first estimate for a railway from Inverell to Glen Innes, and from Grafton

to
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to Glen Innes, was only guess-work ;—there were no jierlcct surveys made P It was a sort of rule-of- J- See, Esq., 
thumb business, I think. At one time they seemed to aim at taking all the railways to the tops of tho 
mountains.
1676. Under the old trial surveys, on earth of the routes projected as possible routes to connect the table- cl>"’ ‘ ‘
lands with the coast, there was a large mileage with grades of 1 in 30 and 1 in 33 ? X know they were
steep, but I have not paid much attention to the technicalities of the matter,
1677. Ton are aware that recent surveys have reduced the grades of the three routes to connect the table
lands to 1 in 60 ? 1 know they have been reduced considerably.
1678. That is between Grafton and Glen Junes, Tenteriicld and Grafton and Byron Bay, and Gnyra and 
Goff’s Harbour ? Yes.
1679. The possibility is that as the grades are being reduced, and modern engineering skill in the con
struction of railways is cheaper than it was formerly, if a proposal of this kind be submitted now the 
estimate will be less than it was originally ? I should think half. The Glen Innes and Inverell estimate 
has been reduced by more than one-half—£719,000 to £317,000. The lowest estimate before that was 
£421,000. I notice that according to the new data, which the Minister for Works introduced to Parlia
ment in connection with the old scheme of connecting Inverell and Glen Innes, it was estimated that the 
income and the expenditure would be about £22.000. It was afterwards stated in a report, which I saw, 
that whilst the expenditure would remain at £22,000 the income would be reduced to £15,326. But 
there appeared to be no account taken of the reduced estimate of £100,000 in the construction. The 
interest itself upon that would bo £3,000 u year ; therefore that must come off. I take it that the 
Committee desire to have the fullest and most accurate information in reference to this direct proposal, 
and also in reference to any other proposal which might serve the interests of tho people better. I do 
not think it is a fair thing to disparage another line for the purpose of making the one which it is pro
posed to construct appear to be so much better. There ought to he just as much information obtained 
from the people in regard to a railway between Inverell and Glen Innes as in regard to a railway from 
Moree to Inverell. Although I understand the question of constructing a line betwen Glen Innes and 
Inverell is not under consideration, it is to all intents and purposes a rival route. And if it can be shown 
that it is a bettor route than the one proposed by the Government it ought to be adopted. I regard this 
as a national undertaking, and if the construction of a line from Moree to Inverell means that Inverell is 
to be the terminal point of the railway, then the north coast people would be deprived for a considerable 
time to come of their natural and just rights. Although Tenterlield, liichmond, and Grafton are remote 
from this nartieular proposal, nevertheless they are involved in it, and there are very large interests in 
which they are directly concerned,
1680. Your contention is that the whole question should he dealt with as one question ? I think so.
The man who lives at Lismore, Wollombi, or Kempsey is interested in the matter as much as the man 
who lives at Inverell.
1681. It is a question which affects the seaboard and tbo northern and north-western portions of the Colony, 
and should bo dealt with in a comprehensive manner P It is a new departure altogether to recommend 
this proposal. Bor a long time there has been a contention as to whether a railway should go from some 
point on the northern line to Inverell. It has always been understood by anyone who has given the 
matter consideration that the connection should be from Inverell to a. point on the northern line, whether 
it he Kentucky, the Mother of Ducks, Glen Innes, or any other point. This proposal, however, opens up 
an entirely different aspect of the question, and whilst it may give Inverell railway communication, it will 
not serve them nearly so well as the other line, and at the same time it will deprive other portions of the 
Colony of railway communication to which they are entitled,
1682. We arc told by the Secretary for Bail ways that the Hallway Commissioners have dealt with this 
proposal as one for providing accommodation for Inverell alone. They say that owing to the steep grades on 
the northern line, and the low grades on the Karrabri to Moree line, and tbe proposed Moree-1 nverell 
line, they can carry produce to Sydney via Moree as cheaply as they could via Glen Innes, and at less 
expense, so far as hauling and wear and tear are concerned. Therefore they recommend the proposed line 
to serve Inverell alone, without reference to any future extension. The Secretary for Railways was 
asked whether the Railway Commissioners had taken into consideration the expediency of connecting the 
norrh coast with the railway system of the Colony, and his answer was that he did not think so ; do you 
think that that is unwise ? I do not think there is any doubt about it. The Railway Commissioners may 
he doing what in their judgment is right, but I would not yield my knowledge of the country to them on 
what I call national grounds ; and I am not looking at the present, but at tbe future. If you go from 
Lawrence to Tenterlield you will find teams hauling goods to Tenterfleld in spite of all difficulties. Yon 
will also find teams on the Glen Innes Road, and also between Grafton and Armidale. These are all 
strong evidences that, despite the differential rates, Ihere is still a trade going on.
1683. And as a representative man, and as a man taking a deep interest in the country, you consider that 
no system of railway extension to the north-western country will be satisfactory unless it includes con
nection with the north coast? Ko. I could understand the railway going from Glen Innes to Inverell, 
and then on to Warialda, or some other place which they thought most convenient; but no one ever 
thought when the railway was made from Karrabri to Moree that it was ever contemplated to carry goods 
from that way to Inverell. There may be a good deal to be said in favour of connection between Glen 
Innes and Inverell, and some other portion, but to stop the line in a desert, as it were, is absurd. Again, 
the national question, which is a bigger question than the local one, of getting to the coast in the beat 
way, and of enabling the people to enjoy, at a fair rate, the outlet which is best for them, has to be 
considered.
168-1. The people in the north have a right to communication with the other parts of the Colony by the most 
direct and cheapest route, to convey their produce to market? Yea. In South Australia they recognise 
that wherever they have a good port the point of departure of the line to a particular district should 
start from that point. Take, for instance, Port Pirie and Port Augusta,
1685. I. believe the same remark applies to the whole of the Australasian Colonics ? Yes.
1686. In Queensland railways are constructed from the different seaports into the western country?
Yes, trunk-lines of railway.
1687. There is one at Brisbane, one at Rockhampton, and one at Townsville ? Yes ; and it is the same
in little Tasmania. They have made a port at Devonport. Instead of taking the goods to Launceston, 
as they could have done at about the same cost, they have made a port at Devonport, and trade is 
developing there. It is the same in New England. 1688,
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Tea, there has been a 
30 or 40 miles.

168S. Has not a considerable mining field recently developed west of Grafton ? 
fairly good field discovered at a place called Bueca Creek which is south of Grafton 

17 Sept 1896 '^^en ^cre’s a place called Yugilbar near Solfcrino which may be a good field. There is a good field at 
’ the Mann River, and also about Dalmorton. I think all that mountain country is auriferous.

16S9. And all the gullies of that range are rich in soil and timber? Splendid pine aud magnificent cedar. 
Some of the finest pine I ever saw grows in those gullies. As you travel along the Glen Innes Koad you see 
a distinct forest of pine, aud a distinct forest of hardwood running almost in parallel lines up the mountains.
1690. I believe it is magnificent hardwood ? Yes, as good as any in the world.
1691. "Would not the forests alone be very valuable ? It is almost impossible to compute tbe value of 
the hardwood in the table-land. Beyond the rise of tbe table-land, where it begins, you may put it down 
as being worth millions of pounds.
1692. 1 suppose the construction of a railway would mean the employment of a large number of timber-* 
getters, aud employment to the railways m bringing the timber to market ? Yes.
1693. And a possible further development of the mineral resources of the mountains, and the possible 
occupation of-the country by a successful class of fruit-growers and orchardists ? Yes, by all the trades 
that’follow settlement.
1694. I believe this country is much superior to that of the Blue Mountains? Much superior.
1695. And all that obtains on tho Blue Mountains in regard to residential sites might obtain there? There 
is no doubt that it would become a sanatorium for the people of the north. Instead of going to Sydney 
and the Blue Mountains, as they do now, they would be able to get to the table-land from Grafton within 
three or four hours.
1690. So that whichever way you look at tho possible coast connection, you see something like a good 
future before it? In is almost impossible to conjecture what is the future of these districts.
1697. Mr. Black ] With regard to the line between Grafton and Glen Innes. do you think there is any 
possibility of there being any intermediate trade ? I think there will be considerable intermediate trade. 
1G9S. I mean trade picked up at points between tho two termini ? Yes. I think, in the first place, it is 
a wonderfully rich auriferous country, aud I think there will be a considerable amount of settlement 
follow tbe railway—farming, and timber-getting more particularly. There is no question about the vast 
forests of timber—pine, and cedar; in fact in a great many places it is almost unexplored.
1699. Do you attach much importance to the farming prospects of the country? I do a great deal.
1700. Is there any particular portion of the route where you think there are facilities for farming ? People 
tell me there arc considerable portions of the mountains, and tbo sides of the hills, which are fit for it. 
I am told there are very large tracts of magnificent fertile chocolate soil at the back of the mountains.
1701. You attach most importance to the timber-getting, and the development of the mines ? Yes ; to 
the intermediate trade, and to the use of the place as a sanatorium. I may state, that there is not mneb 
intermediate trade between the Zig-zag and Penrith, excepting that kind of intermediate trade which is occa
sioned by people who go there for change of air, and who take to growing raspberries and gooseberries,
1702. With regard to the ascent of the big hill, [ understand that there is some means of evading the 
steepest grades? There have been explorations recently made, more particularly with regard to what they 
call the Bucearnmbt Range. Mr. Lloyd went out and discovered what ho considers to be a better route 
than the old one over the range, which they regard as worse than the Big Hill. The route to Glen Innes 
avoids the Big Hill altogether. It is known more particularly as the Big Hill, because of its length. 
Although you have to go a little further round, they expect to get better grades, and possibly better 
country. There is a gentleman up there now, Mr. Powell, who has been sent to survey the explored 
portion of Mr. Lloyd’s country,
1703. Buecarumbi is about 40 miles out of Grafton ? Yes, I suppose it is.
1704. You begin to ascend it after leaving Mrs. Mulligan’s ? It is before you get down to tho river.
1703. Anyhow it is between the O.B.X. Creek and the river ? Yes. Mr. Lloyd thinks that he has dis
covered a route which will almost miss the Buecarumbi Range which was looked upon as one of the most 
formidable undertakings in connection with the construction of the Grafton and Glen Innes line.
1706. The soil, as far as Mulligan’s is concerned, is vary fair? It is very good grazing country. They 
take the milk into South Grafton from O.B.X. Creek—that is a distance of 18 miles. Of course it is the 
haulage which prevents the people doing any good in farming. When they have to draw stuff 30 or 40 
miles by team it takes tho gilt off the gingerbread, and there is no back loading.
1707. Yon think then that the apparent difficulties of the route between Grafton and Glen Innes can be 
overcome by judgment and engineering skill ? Yes. Mr. Statham, who is an old public officer, and who 
was at Grafton for many years, had and still has an idea that a better route than tho one proposed could 
be found. He obtained a lot of parish maps, in fact, the whole of the parish maps of the country 
between Glen Innes and Grafton, and marked out a route which he thought would obviate many of the 
difficulties with which they had to contend previously, I express no opinion about the railway route, 
because 1 have not been over it.
1708. It the estimated cost of the Glen Innes to Inverell railway has been reduced from over £12,000 
per mile to £6.077 per mile, and the estimated cost of the Grafton-Gien Innes line has been reduced from 
£20,000 to £10.000 per mile, and if the Railway Commissioners do not think it advisable to construct a 
line between Glen Innes and Inverell, do you think it is likely they would be enamoured of a proposal 
to construct a railway between Grafton and Glen Innes when the cost per mile would very much exceed 
that of a line between Glen Innes and Inverell ? Probably not; but I should not go to tho Railway 
Commissioners for a railway policy. That is a matter for the public themselves to determine. The 
Railway Commissioners are simply asked to give n report, but Parliament is the institution which under
takes tho construction of railways. If Parliament considers it a good thing to make a railway, it is really 
no business of the Commissioners, I take it that the people of the country know better what they want 
than probably do the Railway Commissioners. I am prepared to give the Railway Commissioners the 
fullest praise for their capacity to manage tho railways; but I would not yield my knowledge to theirs in 
regard to what I think to be the best route for railways which are to develop trade.
1709. Yon think that if a railway could be constructed between Glen Innes and Inverell at a cost of 
£3,000 or £6,000 per mile, the money would not be ill spent? Ho. I am perfectly certain that if it 
would cost £317,000 to construct a line from Inverell to Glen Innes, as against £279,000 to construct a 
line from Moree to Inverell, it would be far better for the country that it should connect with the northern

line
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line from Inverei], than that it should divert the trade from the northern line to Werris Creek. There J- S®0’ 
are 1GS miles of northern line from Glen Junes to Werris Creek which will lose the Inverell traffic. It 
is a case of robbing Peter to pay Paul. On the other hand, the differential rate will still be kept up ; ]/T i ' 'T7' 
but it. is hardly likely, unless they carry goods from Inverell at a very low rate, that they will get rid of ^ '
the teams altogether. " ' ”
1710. It appears to me doubtful whether they will be able to competo with the teams at all? Notwith
standing that they propose to make a railway from Inverell to Moree, they would still have teams to Glen 
Innes to competo against. .
1711. If the people of Glen Innes, having direct communication with Sydney, prefer in most instances
to bring their goods via Grafton, and fhence by team, to bringing thorn by the railway, arc not the people 
of Inverell, having a more roundabout way of communication by way of Moree, still less likely to use 
the railway? Without question. J
1712. If that be so, railway communication from Inverell with Sydney would not be of much use for the 
■conveyance of goods from Sydney to Inverell, however much it may he used for tho disposition of the produce 
in places contiguous to the line between Inverell, and perhaps Narrabri ? Not further than that, because 
they have the valley of the Hunter there.
1713. You think the chief outlet for the Inverell trade, in the event of the railway being constructed,
■would terminate at Narrabri ? 1 do not think there is a doubt about it. I should not thmk there is.a
big trade ; it is an intermittent kind of trade, and depends sometimes on tbe seasons. When they have 
abundance of grass they do not want chaff and corn ; but when they have a dry season, of course they 
want it more or leas. When the goods had to be hauled from Narrabri to Moree there was a much 
larger demand, because there were more horses. As you extend the railways info the country yon extend 
the volume of traffic hy team, and decrease the value of their slock.
1711'. Air. O'Connor.] I believe your knowledge of the northern country is very extensive? I have been 
connected with the trade of the northern district for twenty years.
1715. I think yon said a short time ago that the Glen Innes to Inverell Eailway would, from a national 
standpoint, ho beneficial lo those places, and also to places on the coast? Yes ; the whole of the north 
coast from the Manning to the Queensland border would benefit by a connection between the coast and 
the table-land; in other words they would be connected with the railway system of tho Colour.
1716. Your contention is that the lino should begin at Glen limes? The proposal is to begin it at the 
wrong end. It is putting the cart before the horse.. I understand that it is contemplated lhat Invorell 
should bo the terminal point. If that be so, it will be fatal to tbe interests of the northern people. Tho 
line ought to begin at Glen Innes, and go on to Inverell, and then it can be extended in any direction 
from there as it suits the country best.
1717. Your conteniion is that before a railway goes from Inverell to Moree, one should be constructed 
from some point on the northern coast? Undoubtedly ; if there were a railway from Glen Innes to the 
coast, and a railway between Glen Innes and Inverell, and then on to Moree, it would be much better 
for the Moree people themselves. They would he nearer the coast under my suggestion.
1718. Tho Moree people would be nearer Sydney by going to Glen Innes, and then to the coast to 
Grafton, than by travelling round the other way ? Yes.
1719. 1 think they have made it pretty clear that Sydney will be nearer, and that tho rates charged will 
be less? The cost of carriage is always a great factor in the matter of production. The man who has 
a garden at Botany can carry his goods to market at a small cost, and he is better situated than the man 
who lias to pay freight. Of course, the freight must come oft' tho value of the goods; therefore, the 
nearer you bring people to a market the better. It moans cheapness combined with prompincss of 
transit. If you have to haul goods 515 miles over the railways and to compete against the natural interests 
of the people, you must either charge the people more than they ought to pay, or not charge them as 
much as they ought to pay. and you ask the taxpayer of the country to make up the difference. There, 
us I say. is tho evil of our differential rates.
1720. You know the country between Glen Innes and Inverell ? Yes.
1721. If a line were constructed there, would there be anything which would be antagonistic to its being 
carried further on? I do not think so. I hold, however,that a line from Inverell and Glenlnnes is part 
and parcel of a line to connect with the coast. The absence of it means that there is a determination 
not to connect with the coast. 1 suppose you agree that if there were better railway communication in 
that part of the country, population and wealth would increase. I am perfectly sure that if the people of 
Inverell and the rich country around there could get their produce to market at a fair and reasonable 
rate, there would be a great deal more of it. In addition to that there would he the interchange of trade 
which belongs to the people who occupy the north coast, and those who occupy the north-western portion 
of the country, and which, as has been pointed out, represents one-tenth of the whole of the population of 
the country.
1722. I understand that in connecting with Ihe coast by rail you would not only benefit the people at 
Glen Innes, and on the projected line, but also the people now at Tcnterfieid? Yes.
1722J. 1'ou said that it would even benefit the people at Armidale? Exact!), because a connection with 
the coast from the northern line would enable the people on the north coastto reach Tenterfleld. Whcre- 
ever the connection on the coast is you give the man at Eiehmond an opportunity of getting his goods to 
Tenterfleld hy having a connection with the table-land north of Nowcast le. If you want to send Eiehmond 
Hirer sugar to Armidale by rail, you have first to send it by water to Sydney or Newcastle, then it has to 
go back again on tho northern line TOO or 500 miles as against 100 miles as the crow flies.
1723. Is the water at the port of Grafton sufficiently deep to allow of a fair sized ship entering ? There 
are 20 feet of water on the bar. I should think that ships of 1,500 tons now get up to Grafton. There 
is water enough for all requirements. It is marvellous what the recent improvements, suggested by the 
Public Works Committee, and which have been carried out lately in the shape of training-walls, have done.
The depth inside has been increased from 12 or 14 feet to 20 feet.
1724. Mr. I^ec.] The predictions of Sir John Coode have been fulfilled? Absolutely, and when the 
training-wall on the north side is finished, I should think the depth of water will be equal to anything on 
the coast excepting Sydney.
1725. Vice-Chairman.] Better than Newcastle ? I think so.
1726. Mr. O'Connorl] I understand that you have no hostility personally to the railway between Moree 
and Inverell, but you think that from a national standpoint, it would be more advantageous first to 
connect Glen Innes with Inverell? Yes.

miDAY,



1284

61 PAELIAMENTATIY 6TANDINO COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC IVOBKS.

FRIDAY, IS SEPTEMBER, 1896.

present:--
The Hon. FREDERICK THOJIAS HHMPHERY (Vick-Cjiairsfan).

The Hon. Charles James Roberts. C.M.G. 
The Hon, Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alereb Lee, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Ahoustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Moree to InrerelL

John See, Esq., M.P., sworn, and further examined:—
J. See, "Esq,, 1727. Mr. Lee.'] Referring to your advocacy of a connection between the coast and the table-land on 

M-P- national grounds, you do not wish to convey the idea that your view includes one route only? Ko.
1^28. You use tho term “national” in a comprehensive sense? Yes. 

ep , ^ 1729. Your opinion is that the most desirable route from the table-land would be to Grafton?
Unquestionably.
1730. Supposing it ivere found desirable, in the interests of the country, to connect the coast with any 
other part of the table-land, your argument would still hold good that there ought to be a connection 
with the coast ? Unquestionably.
1731. Therefore the present proposal if it is intended to be in lieu of any future connection with the 
coast is one of which you cannot approve ? Quite so. I look upon that as the beginning of a line vo 
the coast.
1732. Whether the route to the coast be from Don Dorrigo, Deepwater, Tcnterfieid, or any other point 
which may be determined, it in no way affects the position you fake up that without coastal connection 
there can be no connection to convey the northern trade by the western route via Morco to Sydney ? 
None whatever. That must, in my opinion, be the beginning of a route to the coast.
1733. This proposal involves the whole question of coastal connection ; and yon hold the opinion on 
national grounds that any proposal to divert the trade west of the railway line by Moree to Sydney is a 
wrong one ? I do most undoubtedly.
1734. There is a railway on the north-east coast from Murwillumbab to Lismore ? Yes.
1735. And the Queensland railway system has reached as far as Southport? Yes.
1730. The entrance to the Tweed River is very indifferent ? It is a bad entrance.
1737. It would take an enormous sum to make a decent entrance to that river ? I think it would. 
Generally speaking, a river with a bold north head is more difficult to provide with a good entrance than 
is a river with a bold south head.

. 1738. Is it ever likely to become a port for ocean shipments? Not for large ships—that is, for ships of
400 or 500 tons.
1739. I mean ships capable of carrying the produce of the district twenty years hence ? I do not think so.
1740. If the Tweed port is never likely to carry oversea traffic, and there should he a connection made 
betw'eeu the Queensland railway system and our border, there would be a great danger of the produce of 
the Richmond, aud a portion of tho Clarence district, being conveyed by the existing railway into Bris
bane ? Of course it is much nearer to Brisbane than it is to any other port.
1741. Would there not be a danger of that taking place ? No doubt there would. Unless some extended 
system is adopted in connection with the north coast line it would appear to be a lino made to help 
Queensland.
1742. The North Coast line when made will be a very costly one, and it will take many years to construct ? 
Yes.
1743. We have a railway on the north-east coast, and it will be comparatively easy for the Queensland 
Government to connect cheaply with our border ? Yes, it would not cost very much.
1744. Therefore, there would be an extreme danger of their tapping our trade on that side? Yes.
1745. Do you not think that that is an additional argument for having a table-land connection by which 
the people could have two routes ? Undoubtedly.
1746. Sugar is very largely produced in the North Coast district? 25,000 tons a year.
1747. It is not all manufactured into a consumable article on the river ? Yo, but it could bo; it is mostly 
raw sugar.
1748. The consumption of sugar in the north and north-west districts must necessarily be very large, on 
account of the large population? I reckon that a tenth of the people are interested in this railway, and 
that would mean at least 5,000 or 6,000 tons a year.
1749. That of itself must show twro things—first, a large freightage of sugar for the train to convey; and, 
secondly, a large amount of profitable trade to be done direct with the producer? I should consider it a 
very great trade.
1750. At the present time the bulk of that sugar has to be sent by water to Sydney, and thence by rail ? 
Some of it goes by team.
1751. Are you aware that it costs more to send goods by train from Armidale to Sydney than it does to 
send goods from Grafton by dray and rail to Armidale? 1 know it has gone to Armidale by road from 
Grafton, and a very considerable quantity goes to Glen Innes and Inverell by road from Grafton.
1752. Consequeufly the articles of intorchange are there ? Yes, A few weeks ago, when I was going up 
to Glen limes, the teams were coming down from Glen Innes and Inverell with potatoes, oats, chaff, and 
bran, in considerable quantities.
1753. You found very little wheat or flour coming down ? None.
1754. Why? Because it is too expensive to get it down.
1755. These commodities will not stand dray carriage for a long distance, but the districts are capable 
of producing a very large quantity of them ? Yes ; a very considerable quantity.
1756. If they were conveyed that distance by rail at the same rates as they are conveyed on any other 
line, it would be possible to send these articles of produce to Grafton, and from Grafton by ship to other 
places ? Undoubtedly. It would enable them to supply the requirements of the northern districts.
1757. If there is no coastal connection, can that take place ? No.
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175S. "What is to become of the wheat which is raised on the table-land? It will have to be brought *b Sec> Esq-j 
down under the differential rate system, which is a tax on the whole community, or it will not be produced.
1759. Are you aware that these rates, being extremely low, are very little availed of by settlers about
Armidale, Glen Innes, or Tenterlield ? I do not know to what extent they are availed of. '
1760. Do you know tho reason why they are availed of so very little ? No. ’
1761. Are you aware that it is owing to other causes the wheat cannot be sent donn even at these low
rates ? I suppose one strong reason would he the high rate from Armidale. Although the rate between 
Tenterlield and Armidale may be low—practically nil—yet the rates from Armidale on to Newcastle or 
Sydney would be excessive * ■
1762. The grain rate is a low one there ? Tes ; hut it is a long distance from Sydney—it is 420 miles,
1763. It is nearly 500 miles From the border P Tes. >
1764. Is it not owing to the fact that wheat is so largely produced in the southern and western districts 
at a much cheaper rate than it can be produced in the northern district ? That is one big factor.
1765. If the growers in the north are put on the same footing as the growers in the south and the 
west who have the fullest advantage of railway communication ;—if the northern growers are given cheap 
communication with tho coast, and a cheap freight thence to Sydney, do you not think that there is a 
possibility of their competing on even terms with the others ? Undoubtedly.
1766. Will they he able to do it if they have to send 500 miles by one route as against 300 miles by tho 
other ? No, good as the land is ; and I think it is better in the north-west than it is in any other part 
of the Colony.
1767. Is not the rainfall certain and ample ? It is an excellent rainfall.
1768. It will guarantee cultivation almost as a certainty ? I think so.
1769. Das it ever occurred to you why these differential rates were made to or from the country ? They 
were made to divert the trade "from going to Grafton and to the Eiehmond.
1770. Why ? Because if they did not impose the rates the stuff would go there in spite of the railway.
1771. Because it could be conveyed more cheaply ? Undoubtedly. *
1772. The fact remains that notwithstanding these low rates the distance from the metropolis to tho 
table-land via the coast is so much shorter that tho traffic could be carried out more cheaply by dray ?
Tes; if the same pro rata charge was made between Armidale and Tenterfleld as from Armidale to 
Sydney. Very little stuff would go by rail to Glen Innes or Inverell.
1773. Ton are very largely interested in the shipping business of the northern districts, and you have
had a long experience in that business ? Twenty years’ experience. ”
1774. Long before tbe railway was opened to Glen Innes? Yes.
1775. Before tbe railway was opened to Gleu Innes a great many of tbe Armidale goods used to go by
way of Grafton ? The late Mr. Moore and a number of the large traders in Armidale used to get 
immense quantities of goods up from Grafton. .
1776. All along the lino ? Erom Armidale right out to Moree, embracing that belt of country right on 
to the Queensland border from the coast and including Tenterfleld. Long before the railway was ever 
contemplated to Armidale the dray road to the north-east district was through the Clarence.
1777. The population of the Clarence and the Richmond is now very large ? I think it is over 50,000.
177S. Is it not a fact that the land on the Richmond and the upper part of the Clarence is held in large 
areas by settlers and selectors ? Tes ; a good deal of it.
1779. The bulk of the laud they do not cultivate ? No ; it is held mostly for grazing.
1780. A very much larger area is available for cultivation than is cultivated ? Yes.
1781. Do you think the population will largely increase there during the next fifty years? Notin 
proportion to what it would if they could get their stuff to market.
1782. Speaking in general terms, do you think it will ? I think it will on the coast; hut I do not think 
it will in the west. 'The population will not increase in anything like the same proportion to what it will 
in places where expeditious means of transit are afforded.
1783. If the railway is carried right through their district, do you think the population will increase ? Yes.
1784. Is there land there to carry the population profitably? Tes.
1785. Do you think the population could treble itself ? More. It is almost impossible to conjecture what 
the capacity of that country is. In other words, the limit of these districts has not been reached. 1 
think ihey are only skimming the fringe of it,
1780. Under recent legislation, lias it not become the policy of tbe country to settle people cheaply on 
the second and third class lands back from the rivers, sucli as the hilly country which lies on the eastern 
slopes ? T.es. ^ ^
1787. Is it not likely that the whole of that country will be taken up as homestead settlements and 
settlement leases ? I think it is.
1788. Are you aware that there lias been a considerable amount of selection in that form? Tes.
1789. Therefore, the tendency is for the population on the eastern seaboard to increase considerably ? It 
is looked upon as capital breeding country. There is any amount of water, and there is always a fail- 
amount of grass, if not of the best fattening description. Some of it is unequalled for fattening purposes.
1790. 'Whatever may be the capacity of these rich districts now no one can say what the limit will he ?
No.
1791. Consequently there is a large prospective traffic for the railway in future ? I think a very large one.
1792. You are conversant with the reason which led to Sir John Coode reporting on the northern rivers?
Tes, ’
1793. You know that he was engaged specially for that purpose? Tes.
1794. 1 think you gave evidence when the Public Works Committee were inquiring into that question ?
Yes ; I think 1 was instrumental in getting Sir John Coode to come here.
1795. Was it not urged both by yourself and by the witnesses at Grafton and on the Clarence that one
reason, and a strong reason, why these extensive improvements to the Clarence should be earned out 
was in view of tho ultimate and certain connection of the district with the table-land ? That was a very 
strong reason, J
1790. It was one of the strongest reasons ? Undoubtedly.
1797. Because it is the geographical outlet for that portion of the northern and north-western nart of the 
Colony ? Yes. 1
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"W^ere all these works approved of ? Tes.
1/99, And are now being carried out ? Tes. The Clarence, with, its tributaries, drains about 8,000 

18Sept.,lS9G s1uare niiles of country; it runs right up to the Macpherson Binge in Queensland.
’ 1 1800. Have you ever been right up to the head of the Clarence and the Eiehmond, towards the Queens

land border ? Ho; I have not been beyond Tugilbar.
1801. Are you aware that there are some hundreds and thousands of acres of magnificent soil in that 
part of the country P I am sure of it.
1802. It contains the finest forest reserves that can be found in tbe Colony ? I know that an immense 
quantity of cedar conies doivn from the ranges.
1808. These forests are very numerous on the eastern side of the country P I know that from the 
shipping; experience I have had.
180-1. That must become an important factor in railway freights in years to come ? It is difficult to 
conjecture what our timber reserves are worth.
1805. Tou know that the extension of the railway in other parts of the Colony has very largely developed 
the timber traffic ? Undoubtedly it has,
1806. Are you aware that it has brought the Cyprus and the knotted pine of the north-west very largely 
into use? Ho. ,
1807. Are you not aware that the carriage of timber on these lines is a very large item ? I should think 
it is.
1808. What has happened in one case may happen in another? It is sure to open up a large traffic 
where there is an abundance of timber.
1809. Do you think that in laying down the railway policy of this Colony it would be wise in the public 
interests to bring as much of the western traffic as possible to some suitable point on the Great Horthern 
line, with an ultimate connection being made with the coast, so as to embrace all the centres of population 
on the north-east coast ? Tes ; it ought to he done.
1810. Tou think that is a proper policy to adopt? Undoubtedly; if it is not done it will be a very 
serious loss to the country.
1811. Ho extension with the coast, or extension down on the coast, will be complete unless it embraces 
the whole of the Eiehmond and Clarence districts ? Ho.
1812. Is it a wise thing, as a matter of railway policy, to bring the western traffic to the Great Horthern 
line and ultimately to take it to its geographical port on the coast ? In my judgment, no railway ought 
to be made -which will have the effect of delaying the construction of a connection between the northern 
line and the coast, and this line evidently xvill delay it, if it will not entirely destroy it. I do not think it 
will serve the people of Inverell as well as a line from Glen Innes would.
1813. That is not a question of delaying connection with the coast ? Ho.
1814. If you were sure that this proposal is made with a view to drag for all time the trade west of the 
Great Horthern line to Sydney by way of Moree in lieu of a coastal connection, xvouldyou favour it? Ho.
1815. Tou think it would be an unwise policy to adopt? I think it would be a suicidal policy to adopt.
1816. And whatever may be urged in reference to the cost and route or routes to the coast at the 
present time are matters which should not be taken into consideration in determining this particular part 
•of railway policy to take the western traffic by way of Moree ? Ho. I do not think it ought to be.
1817. Mr. Clarke^] I understand from your evidence, that you do not object.to Inverell having a railway ? 
Ho.
1818. In the event of a line being carried from Inverell to Glen Innes, which is not contemplated by the 

■ Commissioners, you would be satisfied that that line should, be constructed if it goes to Glen Innes ?
Tes. For over twenty years I have advocated the construction of a line from Glen Innes to Inverell.
1819. Tour objection is to leaving that break between Inverell and Glen Innes, which is likely to retard 
communication with some part of the northern coast? That is one of the reasons, but the strongest 
reason is that, in my judgment, a line from Moree to Inverell will not serve the people of that district so 
well as the other line would do, and give them the chance of using the northern.line or the alternative of 
.a line which must go to the coast from some point on the northern-line.
1820. "Would Byron Bay be a good port on the coast to connect with ? I do not think so.
1821. Tou told Mr. Lee that the Queensland railway is very close to our border, and the possibility is 
that except a railway is made from the table-land to some point on our coast a good deal of our trade will 
go towards Queensland ? That is very possible. The Tweed Heads are 20 miles from Southport, and 
Herang Creek—the terminus of the Queenslandrailway—is only 30miles from Murwillumbab, the terminus 
of our Horth Coast line. If tbe Queensland Government were to push on their railway to our border it 
would offer a nearer market to the people on the Eiehmond Eiver aud the Tweed Eiver than they have,
1822. But considering our present fiscal policy, would there be any probability' of any produce going 
from this Colony to Queensland ? I think I should have to consult Mr. Eeid about that matter.
1823. According to our preseut fiscal policy, is there any probability of any portion of our trade going to 
Queensland by that coast line ? I think so. 1 think the Eiehmond and tbe Tweed are capable of pro
ducing many things for which there wrould be as good a market, or a better 'market, in Brisbane than 
there is in Sydney or Howcastle.
1824. What things do you refer to ? A great quantity of products.
1825. Hot sugar? Perhaps not sugar.
1826. Maize or timber? Any quantity of timber, cheese, bacon, butter, aud numerous other things.
1827. Do you think that much produce would go to Queensland from the coast under present circum
stances until we get federation ? Geographically, Brisbane is a nearer port to the Eiehmond than any 
other port we have as a consuming port, and if all things were equal, there is no doubt that tbe trade of 
the Eiehmond and the Clarence, from their geographical position, would trend in the direction of Bris
bane. There was an agitation some years ago that the Clarence and Eiehmond districts should be annexed 
to Queensland, because of their geographical position.
1828. I suppose it is only natural to suppose that a portion of our trade would go to Queensland under 
federation? Hot with a port like the Clarence, which in some respects is almost equal to Brisbane—at 
any rate, it is capable of being made a port equal to all the requirements of the trade.
1829. Do you remember that in the early days of that Colony nearly all trade from Brisbane came to 
Sydney? Tes.
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1830. In consequence of the expansion of their trade, and the increase of population, and the improve- J- See, Esq., 
ments of the Brisbane Jiiver, they are now doing an importing and exporting trade in connection with
nearly all parts of the world? Yes. 18Se^t^Is96
1831. Do you think, in the event of a railway being made from the table-land to Grafton the same result' ^ ' '
would follow ? I think so.
1832. You think that vessels of a large fonnasic would come inlo the Clarence, and if there were a Irade, 
or a trade to be formed, they would go into other parts of the world independent of Sydney, Melbourne, 
or any other colony ? I think so. I think- the Macleay, the Manning, and the Hastings ilivors will be 
gradually improved until they become navigable by vessels of considerable tonnage. Sir ilohn Coode 
demonstrated that fact that wherever you get loose sand which is influenced by the ebb and the flow of 
the tide if you concentrate a scour it will remove the saud obstruction. 1 believe that as the requirements 
of the settlers increase the Government will carry out tbe necessary improvements.
1833. Do you think that such rivers as the Macleay, the Manning, fort Macquarie, the Hambueca, 
aud many other rivers could be improved so as to bo available for vessels of a moderate lonn.ige ? IMo. I 
think the Clarence is the finest river of all. In fact, I believe it is tbe finest river in Australia.
1834. Some years ago it was proposed to make a railway from Glen Junes to Grafton? Yes ; Parlia
ment carried the vote.
183*5. What was the estimated cost of the line at that time? Two millions.
1836. What is the probable cost at the present time, taking into consideration the lower rates at which 
railways are now made ? No estimate has been made since, I understand, except m a desultory sorb of 
way, I compute that if the cost of the Glen Jnnes-Inverell railway has been reduced from £700,000 to 
a little over £300,000, by the same rulo the cost of makiug the Glen Innes-Grafton railway line 
should he reduced by about one-hall'.
1837. Do you think, in the public interest, it is desirable to have a railway to the coast at a cost of 
£1.000,000? Yes. I do not think the northern line, or the proposed line to Moree, can ever serve the 
interests of the people in the north-west. It will only be diveiting the natural trade from its proper trend 
by artificial moans.
1838. You think that a large trade from the coast to the rablc-land. and a large trade from the table-land 
to the coast, would ensue it a railway was constructed ? Yes; a considerable trade.
1S30. What kind of produce would go from the table-land to the coast? They produce wool, wheat, oats, 
chaff, hay, potatoes, and various kinds of produce. J suppose they would send down their hides and 
station products.
1840. What would be the traffic from the coast to the table-land ? The ordinary merchandise, sugar, and,
I suppose, occasionally maize. I should think sugar would be one of the) principal articles. It is very 
difficult to say exactly what the interchange of products would be. Tbe very fact of establishing com
munication between two towns always creates a trade which could scarcely be anticipated.
1841. Do you think that if a railway were made from the table-laud lo Grafton, or to any other part of 
the coast, goods could be carried by water to Sydney more cheaply than they could be carried by railway 
from Invorell to Sydney, via Narrabri? Yes. I should think it could be done for one-half. Water- 
carriage is recognised as being very much cheaper than land-carriage.
1842. Have you taken into consideration the proposal to have a railway from (say) Uaymond Terrace 
along tbe coast as far as Grafton ? Yes,
1843. Would that be as advantageous to tbe public as a line from the table-land to Grafton? They 
would want both, 3 f they had the coast line they would want to connect with the table-land. I think 
that would he inevitable.
1844. You mean, I suppose, that from the Macleay aud the, other northern river districts which have 
shallow bar harbours a good deal of produce which goes by sea to Sydney would go down to Grafton, 
being a better port? That is one reason ; but there are stronger reasons than that. I think there is an 
abundance of land unoccupied. I believe that the Don Dorrigo Scrub and a lot of land at the head of the 
rivers which is now unprofitable would be opened up by railway communication. Hundreds of thousands 
of acres of rich alluvial scrub land cannot be cultivated now because of the difficulty of getting the pro
duce to market. It costs more to cart the produce from the bush than it is worth. If there were proper 
means of getting the produce to market tho land is there for occupation.
1815. 1 think you said that on the north coast, between Jlaymond Terrace and the Queensland border, 
there is a population of about 100,000 persons? Yes.
1S46. Are you of opinion that the best possible means of communication should be given lo them ? Yes.
I think the North Coast railway is sure to be made.
181*7. Mr. Roberts.] On account of the importance of the town of Inverell, the settled character of 
the population, and the well-known fertility of soil in the district, you admit at once that that town 
ought to be connected with the railway system of the Colony ? Yes.
ISIS. You know that more tlmn ono proposal has been made lo connect Inverell with Glen Innes? I 
think two proposals were submitted to Parliament. On each occasion the proposal passed the Lower 
House, but was stranded in another place.
184*9. At that time Narrabri was the terminus of the north-west line? I think it was when each proposal 
was made.
1850, The construction of a line from Narrabri to Moree had not then been suggested to Parliament?
No; but I think it was generally understood that an extension to Moree would be made, but whether 
from Inverell or from Narrabri I am not in a position to say.
3 85]. You will admit that tne position of things is somewhat changed now. Now that a line is con
structed from Narrabri to Moree, would you not favour the construction of a line from Moree to Inverell 
in preference to a line from Glen Innes to Inverell? Certainly not; in my judgment it has not altered 
the position of affairs one degree.
1852. It has not altered your opinion on that point ? It has rather strengthened my opinion than other
wise.
1853. Do yon still adhere to your opinion that the cost of aline from Glen Innes to Inverell would 
exceed the cost of a line from Moree to Inverell by £40,000 ? Undoubtedly I do.
1854. The fact of making a saving of £40,000 would not cause you to alter your opinion? No ; not if 
it was a saving of £140,000. I do not reckon the initial cost as the only thing to be considered; that is

only
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only an item. When the initial cost means a direct saving, but an ultimate annual loss and great incon
venience, then I consider the initial cost does not count. ]n other words, if you can get an article to suit 
you for £500, 'as against an article for £250 which will not suit you, tho former is the eheaper bargain. 
To my mind, the route of the railway is one of the biggest factors we have to consider, and the purpose 
which the railway is intended to serve is another. _
1855. Do you come to that conclusion owing to your anxiety to see a connection between the table-land 
and the coast? Lt is not a personal anxiety with me _
185(5. I mean owing to your anxiety to promote the interests of the people of this Colony ? I do, unmis
takably. _
1857. Putting on one side for the present the possibility of a line from Glen Innes to Grafton, if a 
saving of £dU,000 could be made bv connecting Inverell and Moree, would you still lav our the connection 
of Inverell with Glen Innes ? I would, unmistakably, because it is about half the distance, and there is 
only half the railwav haulage. While you are helping the Moree-Werris Creek line by connecting 
Moree with Inverell yon are depriving the northern line of the trade it has now from -3 nverell. I was 
not sataisfied with tbe figures which were submitted. You must take into consideration the earnings on 
the Moree-1 nverell line
1858. I presume you have considered the extra distance which has to be travelled ? That must be a 
factor in considering the question. Passengers would have to travel 9G miles as against 52 miles.
1859. People from Inverell wishing to go toother parts of New England, instead of going down by rail to 
Werris Creek, and thence along the northern line, would find it more convenient to go across to Glen 
Innes? I think so.
1860. I understand that an agitation has been going on amongst tbe people on the table-land for over 
twenty years, and that they have asked various Governments to connect tho table-land with tbe coast ? Yes.
1861. Have the people on tho table-land decided amongst themselves as to which route would be the most
desirable one ? There was never anvtbing else in their minds at one time than that Inverell should be 
connected with the northern line until this new proposal was made. _
1862. I mean between tho table-land and the coast? There is a variety of opinion as to which route
should he followed. The Armidale people want the line to go from Armidale. _ _
1863. Was any decision ever arrived at by a majority or by a conference ? No. The only decision arrived 
at was when the Glen Innes-Grafton railway was submitted by the Government to Parliament. ^
1861. You think that a connection between Glen Innes and Grafton would satisfy the majority of the 
people residing in New England ? I do.
3865. What is the population of Grafton ? There is a population of 20,000 on the Clarence. In the 
Grafton electorate there are 10,000 or 11,000, and there is the same number in the Clarence electorate.
1866. What is the depth of water on the bar? It varies from 16 to 20 feet. _
1867. Teasels of considerable tonnage can enter the Clarence ? Yes, at all times of tide, and in almost 
all weathers. 1 do not think the steamers have been bar-bound once in twelve months,'which we regard 
as a good test.
1868. North of Newcastle does the Clarence Eiver afford the greatest depth of water at the entrance? 
Yes.
1869. You would regard a line from Glen Innes to Grafton as a nationalline ? Yes ; justas much as the
northern, western, or southern lines. _ .
1870. When you say a national rail way, doyou mean that it is one which ought to be constructed irrespective
of cost? I do. If there ever was a justification for constructing the Cooma or the Mudgee line,or even 
the southern line, to my mind this has superabundant claims. _
1871. You think the commercial aspect of the case should not be paramount ? Yes ; I consider that 
very shortly the line would pay.
1872. Yice-Ohairman.l Have you seen an estimate of the cost of the North Coast railway between the
Hunter and Lismore ? I have heard £6,000,000 talked about. _
1873. Is that a railway which would serve the population of 100,000 persons you spoke of? That is one 
of the railways.
1874. An estimate of £6,000,000 you consider to be extravagant ? I should regard £6,000,000 as a mere
random guess at the cost. _
1875. How many miles of railway would be necessary to connect tbe Hunter with Lismore ? I should
think it would be nearly 400 miles from the Hunter to the border. It is 300 miles to the Clarence by 
water from Sydney. ,
1876. The estimate is about £15,000 per mile;—that, in .your opinion, would be wildly exaggerated ? I
think so. I should think it would cost about £3,000,000. _ _
1877. The railway to the coast from Glen Innes I suppose you would put down at about half the original 
estimate, basing your figures on the present estimate for the Glen Innes-Inverell line? Yes.
1878. The national view you take would involve a cost to tbe country of not more than £4,000,000, instead 
of the former estimate, which was double that amount? I should think so. I am pretty well sure that 
any railway could be made at about half the rate that a railway was made for ten years ago.
1879. What would it cost per bag to send grain by water from Grafton ? It would depend entirely on 
tbe size of the ship you took it in. The present freight is 9d. per bag, or 7s, Gd. per ton. If you send a 
thousand-ton ship to Grafton of course the more stuff you carry tbe eheaper you carry it.
1880. I conjecture that you do not regard Gd. per bushel from Glen Innes to Sydney, a distance of between
400 aud 500 miles, as an excessive charge for railway haulage? No ; but yon can get goods carried by 
water 500 miles for 2d. _
1881. Lo you think that rate would prevent the production of grain in ordinary seasons ? I do. The 
differential rate was imposed in that district for the purpose of diverting trade to the northern line. 
Instead of its being a feeder it is a sucker, as the Moree line will be.
1882. The Committee may regard your evidence as given from a national point of view rather than from a 
commercial point of view ? Commercially, it does not matter a straw to me. I am not speaking from a 
personal standpoint. I am speaking as the representative of a district of some importance, and with 
knowledge acquired by an intimate association with the northern districts. I have studied this question 
on national grounds as a public man. I have endeavoured at all times to give my voice and vote in the 
direction of serving the people and not myself. My presence here is purely in the interests of the people

living
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living in the north-west and north-east districts. I think their interests are inseparably connected, or J' St^Esq.,
ought to be. Any one who has travelled up these districts must have formed the impression that Prov- ^_
idenee has pointed the way in which the trade ought to go. We ought to endeavour to follow the example iggept^iSOS. 
of Providence. If we try to divert the trade hy unnatural means it does not seem to me that it will serve 
the interests of the people.
1883. You understand that this is a question of expenditure of £300,000 as opposed to the view which 
you take which would involve an expenditure of £4,000,000 ? I do not tiiink that. I say that the initial 
part of a line to connect with the coast is from Inverell to Glen Innes, or to some other point on the 
northern line. A line from the northern line to the coast seems to me inevitable, but that is altogether 
apart from the North Coast line. The North Coast line will, I think, be made even if the Moree exten
sion is made. A connection ought to be made between the North Coast line and the northern line.
1884. Even assuming that the Moree-Inverell line be constructed, and an expenditure of £3,000,000 for 
a coast line, as well as an expenditure of £1,000,000 to connect Glen Innes with Grafton, would not that 
involve the additional expenditure of joining Glen Innes with Inverell ? It might. I understand that 
this proposal is made to take the trade of Inverell to Moree, aud thence to Sydney, in preference to 
bringing it to Glen Innes, and then along the northern line to Sydney. I also understand that the 
Commissioners have indicated that, in their opinion, the terminus of the line ought to be at Inverell. If 
that be so, it would be a national calamity, and I am strongly opposed to any such proposition.
1885. Would the fact that a line had been constructed as far as Invorell, Moree, prevent the successful 
advocacy of the view you have expressed of connecting Glen Innes with the coast, and then the whole of 
the coast by a railway from Lismore to the Hunter? The intervening country between Inverell and 
Glen Innes is only a small item. The bogey of the cost of making a line from the table-land to the coast 
would be of stronger significance then than it is now. This proposal will really divert a considerable amount 
of traffic on to this line, which was originally iniended to serve Moree. It seems to me lo have entered 
into the minds of the Kailway Construction Branch that it is easier to connect Moree and Inverell than 
to connect Glen Innes and Inverell, meaning that you divert the trade on to this north-west spur. The 
whole contention lies in this fact—that you are committing the people of Inverell, certainly within their 
lifetime, to sending their goods nolens volens 500 miles by rail, or taking the alternative of sending their 
goods by dray, which some of them will do, to Glen Innes, and it wilt then find its way down to the 
Clarence Eiver.
1886. I understand your view to be that, irrespective of Inverell, there should be an expenditure of 
£4,000,000 for a coast railway and for a connection between Glen Innes and Grafton ? Whether the 
Moree line is or is not made, I think there will he a North Coast railway. I do not think that the North 
Coast railway should be bracketed with the Tnverell-Glen Innes railway line any more than the Moree- 
Inverell line should be bracketed with it.
1887. In speaking of the North Coast railway, you mean a railway from the Hunter to Lismore? Yes.
1888. Is it not part of your view that the distribution of the produce from the table-land must take place 
from a point on the coast by means of the proposed North Coast railway, so as to serve the population of 
100,000 persons referred to ? Yes,
1889. In view of the possible indefinite postponement of railway communication between Moree and 
Inverell, whilst waiting for the construction of a line between Grafton and Glen Innes, do you not think 
that we should limit our attention at present to the question of whether the connection should be via 
Glen Innes or Moree ? Unquestionably.
1890. Is there anything else which you would like to state to the Committee? I do not think so.

Stephen Belcher Burge, Esq., sworn, and examined :—
1891. Mr. Bliick.'] You have been a resident of Inverell for some considerable time ? For about seven S. B. Burge,
years. I have been a storekeeper in the Colony in a general way of business for about twenty years. Esq-
1892. In Inverell? No; in the Colony.
1893. How long is it since you left Inverell ? About three weeks. lSSept.,1896.
1894. You are pretty well acquainted with the feelings of the people in the town and district on this 
question ? Yes.
1895. What route are the people of Inverell generally in favour of? The Moree to Inverell.
1890. Ho you know the reasons on which they base their desire or opinions ? Eor the simple reason 
that all our trade as storekeepers is done with the west. Nineteen-twentieths of our trade is done with 
the Queensland border—Moree and all towards the west.
1897. What trade do you mean ? General produce, corn, chaff, aud flour. ‘
1898. You mean that you find your market there ? Exactly.
1899. Ho you think that that market would he increased by the construction of a line from Moree to 
Inverell ? I do. I am certain that it would be a great convenience to the people wanting a railway.
The people between Inverell and Moree are really those who are wanting a railway. The people between 
Glen Innes and Inverell, I take it, already have a railway. Between Glen Innes and the Half-way 
House I do not know the name of a farmer. I take it that if a railway were made from Moree to 
Inverell tbe farmers between Glen Innes and Inverell would be'better served than any farming eommnnity 
in New South "Wales, because they would have two railways to work on.
1900. You are uot now in business in Inverell ? 1 have a very large stake in the district. Three of my 
sons are in business there.
1901. Supposing a railway is constructed from Moree to Inverell, how would the storekeepers of Inverell 
get their goods ? I take it that as it would be a light railway over level country the Commissioners would 
be able to carry goods a great deal cheaper than they could over the mountains.
1902. Ho you think they could competo successfully with tbe steamer to Grafton and thence by team 
to Inverell ? If they did not the storekeepers would, of course, get their goods via Grafton ; but I take 
it that the Commissioners can carry their goods cheaper on a flat line than on the mountains..
1903. I suppose you can give the Committee no definite idea of what quantity of Inverell produce is 
disposed of in the direction of Moree ? I should think nineteen-twentieths of it goes west—all along the 
Queensland border. There is very little that goes to Glen Innes. It never has gone to Glen Innes while 
I was in Inverell, except in one year, when the storekeepers got a great quantity of wheat.

1904.
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• nrge> 1904. Do you think the construction of a railway would assist the conveyance of produce towards the 
Queensland border ? Certainly ; the people who are-starving between Invorell and Moree for the want 

3Sfiept.,lS96 a raiIway are sma^ selectors and squatters.
1 ^ 1905. You do not call Moree “towards the Queensland border”? I do, certainly. Mungindi and 

Bogabilla are not far from Moree. One is 60 miles, and tbe other is 70 miles. "Wb sell to people around 
Mungindi. The statistics which have been made for the Invorell-G-len Innes line are all blown to the
winds since they have made a line from .Narrabri to Moree, because Moree will get all the station wool 
which used to come to Inverell from up round about "Warialda. We will lose all that trade from Inverell, 
We are being cut off our market, and Tamworth steps in. '
190G. Do you not think the Mungindi market is more likely to be supplied with produce coming from 
the Hunter River via Moree than from Inverell ? No ; it never has been to my knowledge ; it has always 
been supplied with Inverell stutf.
1907. You think the western and northern markets will be sufficient to absorb the surplus products of 
Inverell in the event of a railway being constructed? I do, for a great many years to come. There 
is no doubt that there will be a coast hue some day. It has never been decided whether it is to go 
from Tenterfield, Glen Innes, or Guyra It will be a funny thing to construct a line from Glen Innes to 
Inverell if they intend to go down to tho coast from Guyra. If our mails were run from Guyra to 
Inverell we wouid not know that there was such a place as Glen Innes. Our mails are taken 30 miles 
over the mountains to bring them 7J- niiles nearer home.
1908. You object to a roundabout routo being taken to Glen Innes? 1 do.
1909. Do you not think a line from Inverell to Moree is a roundabout way of getting to Sydney ? I do. 
If a lino were made from Glen Innes to Inverell to-morrow it would not pay for the greasing of the 
wheels, and an agitation would be started to extend it down to the west in order to make it pay.
1910. If that is so, how is it that the people of Inverell hold such contradictory opinions on the matter ? 
A line has been agitated for for twenty years by the people ; most of these people have bought land very 
largely round about where tho railway is supposed to go. I think it would be a suicidal thing to build a 
railway from Glen Innes to Inverell, at any rate at present.
1911. Mr. Ace.] Do you know the country much west of Inverell P Yes.
1912. Towards Moree and about Warialda and down to Boggabilta? Yes.
1913. Where docs the settlement lie between .Inverell and Moree ? I should think there are more people 
15 miles on the other side of Inverell than at any other place.
1914. About Little Plain? Yes. There are a great many selectors about Warialda, and from Little 
Plain right down to Warialda,
1915. What is the nature of settlement at Warialda—agricultural? No; grazing.
1916. Is that because the land is not suitable for agriculture ? No ; because the rainfall is not sufficient. 
They cannot rely on the rainfall.
1917. What is the nature of the country immediately approaching Warialda ? It is a little sandy.
1918. Is it steep ? No. - ^ ;
1919. Do you think, if a line be constructed between these two points, Warialda should be touched ? No; 
I do not think it is important enough to be connected. I am led to understand that it would increase 
the cost a very great deal.
1920. But it is the only centre of population between the two points ? That is so.
1921. Is it likely to grow into more importance ? I do not know that it is an older town than Inverell, 
and it has not grown very much, compared with what it was thirty years ago.
1922. Your only reason for thinking it should not be connected is its present unimportance ? Yes.
1923. Is that the only reason you have ? That, and the extra expense it would entail. Warialda is a 
very sandy and bad soil, and the railway, I understand, is running through good country.
1921. After you get a few miles from Inverell, it is all more or less ridgy country ? Yes.
1925. There is very little flat country ? It is mostly flat country after you get past Little Plain.
1926. Docs the sketch before us indicate that the country is flat? Not'at all; 1 should not have thought 
that there were these deviations in the country.
1927. In order to get a fair ruling grade between Inverell and Moree they have had to adopt the course 
of running round the ridges ? It is quite clear to me now that the country is not at all flat.
1928. Is there much trade going on west from Inverell ? Yes ; that is where I have principally done my 
trade in flour, corn, chaff, and potaloes,
1929. Where is the market for the bulk of the produce grown in Inverell ? The bulk of the market is 
in Moree.
1930. The population of Moree is comparatively small ? The Moree storekeepers send it down to the 
Queensland border.
1931. Is not tho population of Moree less than the population of Inverell? Considerably.
1932. Does not Inverell produce a very large quantity of produce ? Certainly.
1933. How can Moree consume all that Inverell can produce? We have to provide for ourselves, of 
course, but tbe bulk of tbe stuff we send out west. It also goes down towards Narrabri. Wc look to 
Narrabri as well as Gunnedah for a market.
1934. Has not that been only recently, whilst the construction of tho line from Narrabri to Moree was 
proceeding ? That is so.
1935. That is what has caused tho demand for the produce ? Yes, lately.
1936. Prior to that event a certain quantity, but not the bulk, was sent down ? I should say almost the 
bulk ol it was sent to Warialda, Moree, Boggabilla, and along the Queensland border.
1937. Are all these points reached hy dray ? Yes.
1938. Will they be readied by dray even if a railway be made from Moree to Inverell ? Boggabilla would 
be, I suppose.
1939. It you want to trade with Boggabilla it would be as short for you to send direct by dray to 
Inverell as it would be to send from Moree to Boggabilla? Yes.
1940. Consequently you save 90 miles carriage ? Yes.
194 L. The railway does not affect that ? No.
1942. The other portion of the traffic would be in the direction of Moree and Narrabri ? Yes.
1943. You have also done from Inverell a certain amount of trade with Glen Innes, Armidale, and other
towns on the northern line? Yery little. 1944.
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1944. Tou always supply large quantities of wheat to the millers ? In only one year while I was there s- B. Burge, 
■did wc do any business with Glen Innes worth speaking about.
1945. There are no mills at Moiee and Karrabri ? Ko. _
1946. The flour-mills are in the Inverell aud Bingara districts ? Tes: there are two mills in Bingara.
1947. Tou are already within as close touch of Bingara. as you would be with a railway ? Exactly.
194S. Therefore, if you are going to depend on the west for your trade, as far as wheat is concerned, the 
wheat can only be exported in the shape of flour ? Exactly. _
1949. If you bad a connection with tbe northern line, would you not have an opportunity to export
wheat or flour, or both ? Tes. _ _
1950. If a conuection were made between Glen Innes and Inverell, would it not afford a very much easier 
mode of getting on to tbe main northern line, and taking advantage of the markets on tbe north and on 
the south, and at the intermediate towns and Sydney, than by sending it 34 miles farther round to get to 
tbe Sydney markets? Tes ; if the Bailway Commissioners would carry it at such apriceihatit wouldpay.
1951. Taking it at the ordinary rates, would it ? It would.
1952. Without a connection between Inverell and Glen Innes all communication between Inverell and 
west of Inverell is entirely cut off from the north-east country right down as far as Werris Creek ? Tes.
1953. Supposing that you, as a resident of Inverell, wanted to go to Armidale, would you be likely to take
tbe train from Inverell via Moree to Werris Creek, and thence to Armidale ? Ko. _
1954. Tou would drive across from Inverell to Glen Innes—a distance of 40 miles—and take tbe train
for Armidale? Tes. _
1955. Tbe proposed connection must mean, without any doubt, tbe entire severance of New England from 
Inverell? Ko more than we are severed from it now. If it paid us to take it there by team we would.
1956. If it were taken by team, would it not be an argument that the construction of this line would not 
■obtain the traffic which already goes by team ? Ko ; it all depends on circumstances. We know that 
sometimes an article like corn or wheat is high in one place and low at another. We could often do well 
by sending corn to Sydney, but we could not get it down there. There were no teams to take it down.
1957. Supposing you wanted to get your produce to Sydney, would it not be cheaper for you to go byway 
of Inverell, which would be 34 miles shorter than the other route ? Tes, it would.
1958. Which market do you think will eventually he the market for the surplus products of Inverell ? I 
should think on the coast, certainly.
1959. Arc you not aware that this line is proposed as the proper method of conveying all the trade from 
Inverell and that western country to Sydney, in lieu of any connection with the coast in the future? And 
quite right, too, for the next fifty years.
1960. If you look to the coast as the proper market for your surplus products, how are you to get to the 
coast ? We will not require it for fifty years to come.
1961. Why ? Because we can use the railway to Kewcastlc, which is our port.
1962. If Kewcastlc is your port, would it not be 34 miles shorter for you to go by train from Inverell via 
Glen Lines than to go" wo Moree? Ko : we would rather go to Guyra, which would bring us 30 miles
HSiiTGr.
1963. But Guyra would be better still ? Tes.
1964. Both routes would be shorter than the Moree route ? Considerably shorter.
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The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Moree to Inverell.

Stephen Belcher Burge, Esq., sworn, and further examined :—
1965. Mr. Zee.] Tou stated on a former occasion that you thought Kewcastle and Sydney would be 
markets for tbe Inverell produce ? Kewcastlc is tbo market at the present time for any surplus.
1966. Then would it not ho desirable to get the produce there by as short a route as possible—by 
Glen Innes route, which is 30 odd miles less than tho Moree route ? Tes.
1967. Tou are in business at Inverell? Tes,
19GS. Ho you get a large quantity of goods at Inverell from tbe coast? Tes.
1969. If a" line were constructed from Inverell to Moree, would not the same dray traffic go on via Glen 
Innes to the coast ? Not so much as if the railway were made from Inverell to Glen Innes.
1970. Are you aware that goods can be landed by steamer and dray at Inverell at from £2 10s. a ton less
than they can be carried by train ? Tes. _
1971. If such were tbo fact, do you not think that tbo goods would go the cheapest way? Certainly. 
Tou asked me a question the other day with reference to the counfry between Moree and Inverell, and I 
answered that it was practically flat. What I meant by that was that it was flat so far as railway con
struction would be concerned. Tbe railway will be practically level right through.
1972. It is undulating and ridgy? Tes ; I have travelled over it and have never bad to use tbe brake.
1973. Are you interested in Moree ? My sons are. They have taken up land there within the last 
■six months.
1974. But vour business connections are at Inverell ? Tes.
1975. Mr. Clarice] Are you acquainted with the nature of tbe country between Moree and Inverell ? Tes.
1976. Is there much settlement on the proposed line? Tes ; it is pretty well settled. It is pretty well
settled about Little Plain, and all the way to Warialda and Warialda itself, and there are settlers between 
there and Moree. ... _
1977. Can you give any idea as to what is tbe population ? No. . 1978,

ihe s, B. Burge, 
Esq.

22 Sept., 1896
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S. B. Burge, 1978. Is the country between Moree and Inverell suitable for the grow'th 0£ cereals, such as wheat, 
S<1' barley, and oats P I should take the country within 8 or 9 miles from Warialda to be one of the best wheat- 

22S^t"]896. growinSP°Tti(?ns in the Colony.
' 1979. Where is your present market for these cereals ? Down west—out towards Moree, and towards 
the Queensland border.
1980, That is west and north-west? Tes.
1981, Why do yon consider the proposed line would be more beneficial in the public interest than a line 
from Inverell to Glen Innes? We are advised that we are not likely to get the other one; in fact, we 
are positively assured that we cannot get it: and if we do not get it Inverell will practically fall back into 
a sheep walk, unless something is very soon done. 1 say that because we got on right enough until the 
Government made the line from Narrabri to Moree, which cuts away tho only market we have.
1982. The distance from Inverell to Sydney is 500 miles. You consider the proposed line would be more 
beneficial to the public than a lino constructed from Inverell to the main northern line at Glen Innes ? 
I should think it would be better. It would not cost half as much, and would go practically through fiat 
country. It would be run very much cheaper.
198,3. Assuming that a line from Moree to Inverell is constructed, would not there be a break from 
Inverell to Glen Innes, as it is not, I believe, intended to carry the line to Glen Innes,—would not that 
be an injustice to the people of Inverell and Glen Innes? No; they would be better provided with 
railways than any part of tho Colony. They would have two markets to work on—they would have the 
Glen Innes railway and the west as well. Besides, the farmers between Glen Innes and the Half-way 
House have already got their railway. It is only the farmers west of Inverell who are really starving, as 
one might say, for a railway; between Inverell and Glen Innes they arc all right—it is only a distance 
of 42 miles. "
1984. In what way are they all right? They have a railway. I can say, as a storekeeper of long expe
rience, that any farmer who is within 20 miles of a railway has practically the markets of the world 
before him. ’
1985. Tou say they are all right, and at the same time they are 42 miles distant from Inverell ? The 
farmers all live about half-way. excepting those about Brodie’s Plains, who are 8 or 10 miles from 
Inverell, or 32 miles from Glen Innes.
1986. Do you think wheat or other cereals grown in the neighbourhood of the line would go to Sydney ? 
Newcastle is our harbour at the present.
1987. "Would not a good deal of the cereals grown be for local requirements ? Tes.
1988. In that ease there would not be much advantage, so far as the railway is concerned, in taking 
produce to Newcastle or Sydney? Of course, directly the railway is constructed, twice the quantity will 
be grown. That always has been the case all over the world. ‘
1989. Do you consider the proposed line, when completed, would prevent a line being made to the coast ? 
Certainly not; the Moree people and the Inverell people would some day agitato together for it to go to 
the coast.
1990. How would they get to the coast? That is what we want to find out. Directly wc hear when it 
is going to the coast, we shall be decided as to which route it shall take. It would have to go to Guyra, 
Glen Bines, or Tenterfield
199.1. Then you think it is necessary a line should ho made to the coast from Guyra, Glen Innes, or 
Tenterfield ? Yes ; I think all the inhabitants of tho district are agreed about that.
1992. Which would be the most suitable place on the line to start from —Glen Innes, Tenterfield, or
Guyra? No one seems to know that. If they knew where the line would start from tho trunkline, 
they would bo decided as to which way it would go. As things are now, half the people are for Guyra 
and the other half for Glon Innes. • '
1993. Mr. Robert$.~\ Do you prefer the Inverell-Morcc route to anv olher route which has been suggested ?
Certainly. '
1994. I suppose you know that various propositions have been made to eon»truct a line by a different 
route, such as Glen Innes, Guyra, Ural la, and .Kentucky? Yes.
1995. On what grounds do you prefer the proposed route ;—in coming to Newcastle or Sydney would 
you not have to travel a great many more miles than by the other route ? Tes; I prefer going over 
flat country to going over mountainous country. I prefer going the extra distance of 30 miles over flat 
country.
1996. Do you not regard the loss of time which would necessarily take place in travelling that long 
distance as a drawback of the proposed route? No ; I think they would be able to do it as quickly as 
they would the shorter routo over mountainous country.
1997. Have you ever been to Tingha ? Tes.
1998. Is not that an important mining centre ? It was, but it has gone back very much during the last 
four or five years. The output of tin has decreased very considerably.
1999. Hfr. Wright.'] Do you know what quantity of wheat is grown in Inverell? No.
2000. Is all the wheat grown in the Inverell district milled in Inverell in a fair season ? Tor three rears 
out of five it would be.
2001. I am speaking of an average fair season—are the milling appliances good enough to mill the 
wheat grown in the district in a fair average season ? Tes.
2002. AT hat. do yon do with the surplus wheat ? Send it to Glen Innes.
2003. Where it is consumed ? They send it from Glen Innes to other places.
2004. Have you any idea as to the quantity of the flour produced in Invorell ? No.
2005. There are two small mills there? Two pretty large ones.
2006. Do you know their capacity ? No
2007. Can you tell me what is the population which you claim as your market from Inverell—east, west, 
and north-west? I cannot. It is not only tho population which takes our produce, but the stock 
consumes a great deal of it. It is a pastoral district, and corn and chaff are consumed by the stock,
2008. But they do not feed sheep with corn ? There are bran and pollard and stuff like that. The sheep 
consume large quantities of bran.
2009. Canyon state the tonnage of produce which Inverell sends per annum to the west? As I have
said before about nineteen-twentieths of the produce goes west. I do not refer to the wool which 
naturally goes to the nearest railway station. 2010.
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2010. Tou arc not prepared to submit any figures? Ko.
2OIO5. .And you can give no approximate estimate as to what the'toimage is ? Ko.
2011. Neither can yon give any approximate estimation of the population which you 
serves? Ko.
2012. Will not the construction of the railway to Moree under any circumslauces cut off your market to a 
very large extent ? Ko; that is the very market wo want to get at. Instead of sending by teams, we want 
to make use of the railway.
2013. ]}o vou expect, as a storekeeper of Inverell. to get goods from Sydney to Inverell, and send them 
back by rail to Moree? 1 do not know what the Railway Commissioners will do. As I say, it is an easy 
lino to construct,
2014. But if you get your goods by railway, they will have to pass Moree to come to your place ? Tes.
2015. And it is 9(5 miles from Moree to Inverell ? Tes.
2010. Do you think you are smart enough to get your goods at Inverell, via Moree, and then to send 
them back to compete with the storekeepers at Moree ? It is not the store goods, so much as the produce 
of tho district.
2017. But there are other things besides produce, such as groceries and so on. Tou do not expect to 
retain the whole of tho market for that class of goods if the line is constructed. Can you send them as 
cheaply to Boggabilla. from Inverell as Mr. M/Intosli can send them from Moree ? Kot under the same 
conditions.
2018. Then so far as the storekeeper's business is concerned, the railway will not strengthen your hands
at all ? Kot in that respect. '
2019. But you contend that it will give an outlet for the products of the district ? Tes.
2120. 'What surplus wheat did Inverell produce last year? It did not produce any surplus at all.
2021. Did it produce enough to feed yourselves ? Tes ; and more. AVhat was over was sent to tho west.
2022. But you say there was no surplus? I mean no surplus after serving the west.
2023. If Inverell and district was polled, and the votes fairly ascertained in favour of a connection wnth 
the northern line, either by way of G-len Innes or Guyra as against the Moree line, which do you think 
would carry the day ? At the present time, I think it would be in favour of Moree.
2021. I suppose you are calculating upon the strength of the Little Plain farmers ? Ko ; there are the 
squatters about the district, and every man from the Little Plain and the Big Plain.
2025. How would the people at Brodie’s Plains vote ? They would vote against it.
202G. 1 suppose that more than one-half of the people of Invorell proper would vote against it ? I do 
not think so. I consider the Brodic’s Plains people already in tho railway.
2027. Do you consider the western market as the market for Inverell? I do.
2028. Tou are a- great believer in the fertility of the soil of Inverell ? Tes.
2029. And you think it could produce an immense quantity of wheat ? Tes. _ _
2030. Do you know if the whole of the population west of Inverell is about 8,000? I know it is not a
great deal. _ . . _
2031. Are they going to consume all the wheat which can be grown in this immense district? Ko.
2032. What are you going to do with the surplus ? We will get a railway on to Glen Innes or some
where else, hut it is of no use talking about a thing which we know we cannot get at the present time. If 
we have to wait until such time as the Government make a railway to the coast, Inverell, as I say, will go 
back into tho position of a sheep-walk.

Henry Copeland, Bsq., M.P., sworn, and examined:—
2033. Vicc-Ciiairmein.] Tou are a Member of the Legislative Assembly representing the Phillip Division, of H. Copeland, 
Sydney ? Yes ; formerly I represented thenortherngoldfields, then Kew England, and then Armidale. I M.P. 
should like to make a statement to the Committee in the first instance. I may say that 1 appear here as o 
representing thepublic generally, and to some extent from old associations with the people of Kew England, 11 '
including the people of Tingha and Buudarra, whom I consider are vitally interested in this question. If 
Inverell were going to construct this railway out of her own money, I take it that she need only be considered 
in the question, but inasmuch as the railway is to be constructed out of the general funds belonging to the 
people of the Colony as a ivhole, the people of Kew England and the people to tho east have as much 
interest in this question as tho people of Inverell themselves. It is just as necessary to provide a market 
for tho Kew England people to dispose of their produce in Inverell, as it is to provide a market for the 
Inverell people. I take it that the towns on the Kew England railway, and going still further, the 
eastern coast, say Grafton and other places, and the railway towns down to Sydney and Kewcastle,
Maitland, Murrurundi, and other places which include a population in round numbers of 500,000, are also 
strongly interested in this question. 1 may say that Tingha is also very strongly interested in it, and I 
shall show that Tingha has a population equal to the jiopulation of Inverell itself. Tingha will be left 
out of it absolutely if the railway is taken via Moree, also Bundarra with a population of about 
500, which could connect if the railway were carried to Guyra at about 14 or 16 miles between 
Tingha and Guyra. I think the majority of the people of Inverell and district cannot possibly bo in ■
favour of placing their towns 72|- miles further from Sydney. I heard the last witness estimate the 
longer distance to be travelled a's 3;H miles further from Sydney. 1 shall show clearly that it is 72| miles 
further to get to "Werris Creek by the Moree route than it is to get to "Werris Creek by the G-uyra route, 
and it is about 37| miles further to get to "Werris Creek than by the Gleu Innes route. The Glen Innes 
route, it must be understood, has to be flattened out so as to avoid the grades, and whereas it used to be 
estimated at 44 miles, it is now 53 £ miles. The distance from Inverell to Guyra via Tingha is 55 miles.
Erom Guyra to "Werris Creek it is 131 miles. Therefore from Inverell to Werris Creek, via Gujra, it is 
186 miles, with the advantage of trading with a dissimilar climate, each district producing what the other 
cannot produce. Eor instance, the table-lands produce potatoes, oats, oaten hay, barley, and other 
products which Inverell does not produce. Therefore it is an advantage for two districts with a dissimilar 
climate to trade, because tho one exchanges with the other. Again, wc all know that whenever a time of 
drought comes on, the people of the west desire to send their stock to the table-lands of Kew England, 
which district seldom, if ever, suffers from drought. Grass is generally to bo found in Kew England, 
not quite as good as could be found out west, but still good in times of drought. The population 
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of Tinglia in 1S9L was 2,988, tliat included 733 Chinese. I shall show that the Chinese are 
decreasing in numbers whilst the Europeans are increasing. The population of Armidale in 
1891 was 3,820: Uralla, 819; Tamworth, 4.902. It must, of course, be remembered that if a 
line is built to Moree, Tamworth will be cut out of tbe Inverell market, whereas if tbe line 
is taken to Glen Junes or Gnyra, Tamworth will be. in tbe range. The total population of 
Tingha, Uralla, Armidale, and Tamworth is 12,235 persons. Then we have the East and "West Hill- 
grove, 10 miles from Armidale (say) with a population of 3,000, Lower down we have TValcha, with a 
population of 804, where the people do not grow much wheat for themselves, and where there is a different 
climate altogether from that of Inverell. Those people wrould bo likely to consume Inverell wheat if they 
had a connection. That brings the population up to 10,000. Then thci’e is the population at Qrafton to 
be added at some future time, namely, 4.415, making tbe total population of those few towns 20,5-14. If 
the railway goes to Moree, it will be a distance of 9G miles 35 chains. From Moree to TVerris Creek it 
is 1G2 miles 31 chains, making the distance from I nverell to "Werris Creek, -via Moree, 258 miles GG chains ; 
as against Inverell to Werris Creek, via G nyra, 1SG miles. That shows an extra mileage for the Inverell 
people for each single journey of 72-J- miles. Erom Inverell to Sydney, via Moree, it would be 512 miles 
GG chains; via Guyra, 410 miles; showing a difference again of 72} miles additional, and that railway 
would travel through a similar climate. The climate of Moree is similar to that of Inverell, and would 
produce similar articles, and therefore there would be no exchange ; whereas if tbe line were taken east
ward to Gleu Innes or Guyra, Inverell and tbe western people would be enabled to purchase the very 
best potatoes in tbe world grown about Glen Innes and Guyra, as well as oats, barley, hay, and chaff of 
the best quality. I believe the population of "Warialda, when the last census was taken, was 500.
2034. J/a Wright] The railway authorities say it is GOO P "Warialda is not given in the census, and I 
estimate the population at 500 in .1891; Moree, 1,143 ; hiarrabri, 1,977 ; G unnedah, 1,362. That gives a 
population between Inverell and "Werris Creek—that is, via Moree—of 4,982 ; whereas the population 
between Inverell and "Werris Creek, via Guyra, and the same of course, via Glen Innes, is 20,500, including 
Tamworth.
2035. Vice-Chairman..'] Would you include the Tingha population P No ; I have left Tingha to be dealt 
with separately. It will be seen lhat the whole population on the Moree route is only 3S0 more than 
the population of Tamworth alone, and. of course, if the Moree route is adopted, Tamworth will be cut 
off from ail connection with Inverell. As far as Tamworth is concerned, the distance from Inverell to 
Tamworth, rm Moree, would be 285J miles, whereas from Inverell to Tamworth, via Guyra, the distance 
w-ould only be 159 miles, so that so far as the market of Tamworth is concerned, with a, population of 
between 4,500 and 5,000, the distance would bo 126|- miles more via Moree than via Guyra. Take the 
rate of travelling to be the same as from "Werris Creek to Narrabri, 20 miles per hour. Each single 
journey from "Werris Creek or from Sydney, via Moree, to Inverell, would be three hours thirty-eight 
minutes longer than via Guyra. Passenger fares, the same as to Narrabri—first-class, 2id. per 
mile, = I2s. 10d. extra cost each way; second-class, If/l. per mile. — Ss. 5d. each way. Thus, in addition to 
lengthening the jouraey by three hours thirty-eight minutes, the people would have to pay these extra 
passenger railway rates. Then there would be the additional freight on produce and return goods over 
72f miles each way. As I have already stated, the population of Tingha in 1.891 was 2,255 Europeans 
and 733 Chinese, making a total of 2,988 ; whilst the population of Inverell at the same time was 2,534, 
showing a majority of 454 for Tingha. I will read an extract from the evidence of Mr. James Eank, 
senior constable at Tingha, which was taken when the Sectional Committee was on its travels on the 7th 
May, 1S9I
2904, Chairman.] What position do you hold in Tingha ? I am a senior constable, in charge of the Tingha district.
290G. How far does your district extend ? About 2.> miles north from here, 24 milos towards Uuyra, and 10 miles out west.
2907. Poes that embrace Bundarra ? No, I do not go to Bundarra.
2908. How long have you been in the district? I have been stationed here since May, 1886.
2909. Hus the European population of Tingha increased or decreased during that time? In my district the European 
population in 18SS was 1,960, and the Chinese population 1,150. In 1SS9 the Euroi>eans numbered 1,950, and the Chinese 
1,000 ; in 1890 there were 2,120 Europeans and 1,100 Chinese, and in 1891, there were 2,285 Europeans and 730 Chinese, 
showing an increase in tho European population, and a great decrease in the Chinese.
What will be the position of Tingha if the line Jb constructed ? For all time to come Tingha will have to 
cart its tin, or whatever else it produces, 15 miles in order to get to the railway. That is the distance it 
will have to cart its stores from the railway. If the line is taken to Moree, it will have to cart a distance 
of 15 miles to Inverell, then from Inverell to Sydney, via Moree, a distance of 512 miles, making the 
distance of Tingha from Sydney 527 miles. Now, with regard to the other route. If the railway is 
constructed to Guyra, the distance from Guyra to Tingha hy rail will he 40 miles. The distance from 
Guyra to Sydney is 385 miles, making a total distance from Tingha to Sydney, via Guyra, of 425 miles 
aa against 527 miles via Moree. Thus Tingha will be placed ] 02 miles further from Sydney hy tho Moree 
route than by the Guyra route. It would be better for the Tingha people to cart their tin and stores 40 
miles to and from Guyra with 385 miles trainage to Sydney', than to cart 15 miles to Inverell and then 
have a trainage of 512! miles—a difference of ]27f miles. I. would like to point out that in forming tbe 
estimate of the traffic formerly with respect to Invorell, Tingha was generally considered; hut now in 
forming an estimate of the traffic, Tingha must be left out altogether ; "because I think most people will 
agree with me that if you have to go to the trouble of loading and unloading, ihe carriage of a few extra 
miles is not so much to be considered. Therefore, I think, there can be little doubt that if the railway is 
constructed via Moree, Tingha would continue to send its goods to Guyra or Glen Innes, and to obtain 
its stores from there. The traffic would not go via Moree. The people would be hardly likely to pay 
127 miles of extra passenger fare and freight for their goods. Now, with regard to the railway fares. 
Erom Tingha to "Werris Creek first class—that is at the Guyra rates, IVod. for 175 miles—the fare would 
be £1 9b. lid. Tbe Tingha people, if they went by tbe other route—to Moree—would first have to pay 
tbe coach fare to Inverell—say-Gs. It is a distance of 15 miles, and I am putting it at 4d. per mile. 
From Inverell to Werris Creek, a distance of 258f miles, at the Narrabri rate of 2£d. per mile, the fare 
would be £2 5s, 9d., making the fare from Tingha to Werris Creek £2 10s. 9d. via Moree, as against 
£1 9s. lid. via Gnyra, showing a difference of £10s. lOd. on the railway fare for each trip made. Besides 
that there is the additional railway journey of 87f miles, and 15 miles of coach travelling. The difference 
in the second-class fare between travelling via Moree and travelling via Guyra would be 15s. 3d. each 
way ; besides 15 miles of coach travelling—say 21 hours at the rate of G miles an hour; and an extra 87!

" miles
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miles of railway journey—say, nearly hours. Thus the journey would he lengthened to the Tingha Copeland,
people by 7 hours. It would take tho people of Tingha 7 hours longer to get to (Sydney, via Moree, than ■ ■ -
it would take them to get there via G-uyra. 1 am reckoning hours for the coach to go from Tingha 
to Inverell,a distance of 15 miles. "With changing, and so on, ihey do not as a rule do more than G miles * ’’ '
an hour, i'rom Inverell to Werris Creek is 259^ miles, and from Guyra to Werris Creek 171 miles.
That makes a difference of 87.1 miles. The lin ore sent from Tingha in 1889 or in 1890 was 1,200 tons ; 
value, <£G2,000. I may say 1 have no in form a Ton as to the quantity of tin being obtained at the 
present time, but I know from personal knowledge lhat there is a great possibility in the future for 
Tingha when they set to work on the tin-lodes. Hitherto thev have only been working the alluvial tin, 
but the tin-lodes have yet to bo developed, and there is a possibility also, I think, of-diamonds being 
discovered. I think it is a diamond-bearing country. The pj|ml.ition can he gathered from this fact, 
that in 1889 there were 505 children on the school roll between Invorell and Guyra, representing 119 
families, as against 205 children, representing seventy-three families, on the Glen Innes line, excluding 
the terminals. I now wish to refer to Bundarra Hie population of Bundarra is about 509. If the 
Inverell-Guyra line were constructed, Bundarra would be brought within 1-1 to 1G miles of it, instead of 
the people having to travel over 70 miles to Tamworth, or 52 miles to Uralla ; and it must be borne in 
mind that the proposal will affect the Bundarra and Tingha people for all time to come, and, therefore, it 
is a matter of very serious importance to them. Now look at the question from the traffic standpoint.
If wo assume that there will be one mixed train each way per day, it means that there will be wear and 
tear on 875 extra train miles per week. That means an extra (rainage of 45,896 miles per annum. The 
trains running between Werm Creek and Inverell on the Moree route would travel 45,396 more miles in a 
year than they would between Werns Creek and Inverell. via G-uyra. and that is to he continued for all 
time. The working expenses per train mile last year were dS-jd. That would give the additional working 
expenses on this particular line at £9,126 per annum. Of course the Commissioners would be recouped by 
passenger fares, and so on, but I take it that it should be the policy of the country to carry the people 
and their goods backwards and forwards, not hy the longest routes, and at the highest railway fares, so as 
to create railway revenue, hut over tho shortest distance, and at the lowest possible fares. To accomplish 
the extra 45,396 miles it would take one train to run 2,269 hours continuously, or ninety-four and a 
half days’ continuous 1 ravelling day and night at 20 miles per hour each year for all time. Now take 
the length to be constructed, h’rom Inverell to Moree it is 96 miles 35 chains. From Inverell to G-uvra 
it is 55 miles. That means a saving of 41-j miles of maintenance in favour of the Guyra route. 1 do not 
know whether it is proposed lo construct any bridges over ihe Maeintyre .River or not.
2030. Mr. Leei] Not in connection with this survey ? Then they will stop on the south side of the river.
I notice that the line is described as a light line, but I wish to point out that the line from Inverell to 
G-uyra has never had justice done to it at all. We know very little as to what that line is. and judging 
from the fact that in later years, since the G-overnment have gone about surveying and resurveying the 
Glen limes line, the figures have been altered from 44-1 miles between Inverell and Glen Innes, with an 
estimated cost of £492,000, to 53.r miles, at an estimated cost of £317,000. What I desire is to see the 
same supervision extended to the Guyra line. At present the Guyra line is stated to be 55 miles, and the 
estimated cost £403,000. But I venture to predict that with the same discrimination and examination of 
the Guyra line, the cost of constructing it will bo reduced in the same way as is the cost of constructing 
tho Glen Innes line reduced from £492,000 to £317,000. Messrs. Scarr and Price, referring to the Guyra 
line, say :—

There appeared to be no engineering difficulties to contend with on this route, much of it being a surface line. The 
curves and grades are easy, except through the New Valley Tange, and at a few other points.
What I desire is that this lino should bo permanently surveyed and re-estimated before the Committee ' 
give any decision as to what lino they will recommend. It seems to he the maddest proposal that ever 
emanated from any Government, to say that they will take a lino 72 J miles further than there is any necessity 
to take it. I should like lo know what the Sydney people would think if they had to travel a mile or 2 
miles further, and be detained an extra 5 or 10 minutes on the journey. What must those people suffer 
when they have to be detained for three and a half hours on each separate journey.
2037. Mr. Wright.] They seem to like it r I do not know whether they like it or not; but I can easily
understand that they are very desirous of getting a railway, aud I suppose they think that if they get a 
line to Moree the country will not remain in such a state of madness as to continue to refuse them a 
railway to the cast—to the coast, or the main trunk line. The argument used to be urged in favour of 
the Glon Innes line that it would enable Inverell to deal with Queensland. I think, however, that in 
constructing this railway, we must look only to our railway towns, and to our own population for a 
market. The Queensland market is cut off from everything Inverell can produce by the duties which are 
placed on imports. At the present time their duties are:—Bacon, 3d. per lb.; beef or mutton, 25 per 
cent, ad valorem ; butter or cheese, 3d. per lb.; hay and chaff, 15s. per ton ; eggs, 25 per cent, ad valorem.; 
hops, Sd. per lb.; onions, 20s. per ton; wheat, 4d. per bushel; flour, 20s. per 2,000 lb.; maize, 8d. per 
bushel; potatoes, 15s. per ton; tallow, 14d. per lb.; wool, 25 per cent. Therefore, it is perfectly clear 
Inverell need not think.of doing much trade with Queensland. Hence they must look to doing their .
trade with the 500,000 people, including Sydney and the railway toivns. In order to do trade with that 
500,000 people, it should be their policy to do it at the cheapest possible rate, and that they should not bb 
saddled with 72J miles of extra haulage and extra passenger fares.
2038. Have you included the people of the North Coast district in the estimate ? I have only included 
Grafton. With regard to that estimate, I may say I have not gone into the figures of the intervening 
towns. The population of Sydney is 415,000. Then there is the population of Newcastle. Beyond that 
there are Maitland, Scone, and other places with about 20,000, I venture to think, from the correspondence 
I have had in regard to this question, that a great many of the Inverell people have become hopeless in 
regard to railway construction. They are not stirring themselves in the matter; but if they had the 
choice they would undoubtedly prefer to go by Glen Junes or Guyra. That undoubtedly is their 
legitimate route. I notice that the estimate for the goods traffic is £8,810 per annum, whilst the 
coaching is £3,400. 1 do not profess to he a railway man. At the same time I am inclined to think they are 
over-estimating the traffic, for the simple reason. I have given, namely, that the Tinglia people will not 
travel that way. It will be to their interests to discard the railway altogether, and to continue as they do 
now—to travel to Glen Innes or Guyra. I should like to say a few words with reference to Guyra. I
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H. Copeland, fee| some interest in seeing that railway constructed, not as a representative of that district—'because X 
JCsq., M.P. do not represent, it at the present time, but simply because I think it is a railway which should be 

constructed in the interests of the general public. Unless the Members of the Committee have read 
^bcpt.itiyb. j£eggrs Scarr all(j pr;ce’s reporl, I think it would be well to include this part of their statement in the 

report of the Committee. In reporting on the G-uyra to Inverell Hue m 1890 they say :—
Statements much at variance with facts have been persistently made hy some of the opponents of this route as to 

the quality of the land over which it passes, it being freely described as “worthless,1' “ thoroughly rotten,” &c.
On the contrary, though a considerable portion of the couutiy traversed by the line is of veiy inferior character for 

am-icultmal purposes, the wholesale condemnation of the country is certainly not justified.
° Ii'rom Guyr^, for a distance of S miles, the soil is of a rich red volcanic natuie, capable of producing heavy crops of

cereals, &c., suitable to the climate. , , , ■ ^ r,, i
Thence to Wade's selection, 3 miles west of Tenterdeu, and about 23 miles from Guyra, the land consists ot black

alluvial fiats and volcanic ridges. , „ , ,. , ,, i ■ ■ ^ . i n
This class of country extends foi some miles on either side of tho line. On the northern side merging into the Den 

Lomond llanffc, and on the south into the high grauite country border mg on the Bundarra River.
From the point last named (23 miles from Guyra) the lino passes over pooi stony laud of porphyry and granite 

formation, to a point about 1 mite beyond Moiedim Check, whence to New Valley Range the country is fair pastoral laud, 
hut unfit for cultivation.
1 should like to point out that this poor steny laud, although unproductive from an agricultural point of
view, is productive from a mining point of view, and in all probability will be productive for many 
years to come. 1 have no doubt, when capital is directed to tiie tin lodes of Tingha, the field will become 
a permanent one:— •

From New Valley to Tingha (40 miles from Guyra) the soil is decomposed granite of the worst quality, poor grazing
land, and quite unfit for agriculture. _ , , , , .

This character prevails for some 4 or 5 miles beyond Tnigha, when volcanic ridges of red soil arc met, which extend 
at intervals, alternating with granite slopes to the Gilgai, 0 miles from Inverell and iiO from Guyra.

Thence to Inverell the soil is generally rich and good, with the exception of some rocky ridges.
On the whole the land along this line may be said to consist for 30 out of the total length of 55 miles of soil, good 

above the average.
Surely that is a fair proportion. There are very few railways, I think, upon which that proportion will 
he exceeded:—

The other 25 miles being unfit for agricultural, and of only second rate quality for pastoral purposes.
A considerable portion is held in freehold by Tenterden and Ollcra Stations.
There is, however, not nearly so large a proportion of land held in this way hy the stations on this line as on the 

Glen Innes to Inverell route.
Iii the Bummary of their report, Messrs. Scarr and Price say 

' As a connection with the Great Northern Eailway, the Guyra to Inverell line has the following advantages
1st. It is the least expensive, the estimated cost being £403,301.
2nd. ft is, as to grades and curves, the better line. _
3rd. It passes through a fair quantity of good land, much of which is unalieuated,
4th. it offers the move direct connection with Sydney.
5th It would also he the more direct connection between Inverell and the proposed Guyra to Grafton Imo. 
fith! It passes through the mining district aud town of Tingha; though, as pointed out previously, the permanence 

of this tin-field remains to bo proved.
7th. It would get the Bundarra traffic, which would hardly come to the Glen limes line.

It is a proper tbiug to ask what is lo become of the line from Moree to Inverell. The Government 
cannot possibly thmk of stopping it at Inverell; they must extend it to tbe coast or to the main trunk 
line, and there can be no doubt whatever that the proper routo is to Guyra, and thence to South Grafton, 
through the finest country in' Australia. „ . , ,,
2039. -3fr. Zee.] This line is now proposed as the proper method ot taking all the traifte west ot the 
northern line, and in lieu of any coastal connection ? The proposal to me is an utter absurdity.
2040. But that is the definite proposal ? By that proposal uot only Inverell, but the whole of the people 
west and north-west of Inverell will be cut off from the advantages of trade and traffic with New 
England as well as the people of the coast districts. They limit themselves, of course, to sending every
thin^ they produce to Sydney by rail. Having once got to Moree they must go to Sydney by rail, 
whereas if they were to adopt the eastern route there are several courses open to them—either to go to 
Tenterfield and Byron Bay, or' whichever is made the seaport for the line, or to go from Guyra to 
Grafton, or to Goff’s Harbour, and get cheaper coastal carriage. If, however, they take the Moree route 
thev are’committed for all time to pay enormous freightage on everything they produce and require, and 
they are limited in their market to Sydney or Newcastle. Of course, it is a good market, but they must 
pay railway freight for all time instead of'having the opportunity of getting a eheaper freight by sea, and 
they arc, necessarily, cut off from the sugar of the north coast, or whatever they want from the table-land 
Thev will have to pay a heavy rate for cartage for everything they send away in that direction, or everything 
thev wish to obtain for domestic purposes ; to me it seems to be entirely out of the question. What I want 
to urge is that other people have as much voice in the matter as tbe Inverell people;—the Armidale people, 
or the Tcnterfieid people, or the Tamworth people, have as much say in this question as have the Inverell 
people If the Inverell people were finding the money for the construction of the line, of course they 
could take it any route they pleased, but as it is I think that in the interests of the whole of the public 
the line should be rejected. The Committee should have the opportunity of travelling over the other 
route and before doing so tho Department should set to work and see whether it cannot produce a line either 
via Guvra or Tenterfield. 1 have been told several times that a good route could be found to Tenterfield 
direct although I should not advocate it; I would far rather advocate the Glenlnnes route than the 
routo to Moree. In my opinion, however, the route which should be adopted is a route to Guyra, wr 
Tingha because the Tingha people and the Bundarra people puttogethcr are of quite as much importance 
as the Inverell people themselves. By adopting the Moree route the people of Tingha and Bundarra 
are absolutely cut off. There is some good land at Bundarra, but they cannot carry 70 miles to Tam
worth or 50 miles to Uralla; therefore, tho place is absolutely stagnant.
2041. ' Vice-C/iairman.] In your estimate of the population of Tingha you left out the year 1892? In 
tbe evidence <nvcn before the Committee on tbe 29th November, 1891, Senior-constable Rank stated the 
European population to be 2,120, and the Chinese at 1,100. In the year 1892 he gives the figures as
2 090 Europeans, and 450 Chinese, or a total of 2,550. That is the latest information available. I may 
be permitted to'explain why it is that the Inverell-Glen Innes route has always been looked upon

” with
j
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Tvitfi more favour by many people Ilian tbo G-uyra route. The reason is that the Ttaiiway Commissioners ^ CoP®!a5d' 
for many years made differential rates for their tonnage. I have a document with me showing what was 
beiug done on the 20th April, 1S92, hy the .Railway Commissioners. This shows that they charged £6 per ton ^Scpt.lSflG. 
on aerated waters, ale and beer, and goods of the third-class carried from Darling Harbour to Glen Innes, " ’
a distance of 423 miles. Dor the same articles they charged £6 4s. Gd. per ton from Darling Harbour to 
Guyra, which is 37 miles shorter, thus forcing the whole of the trade to Glen Innes. On the third-class, 
or general goods, they charged only £7 per ton from Darling Harbour to Glen Innes, whilst they charged 
£8 13s. 4d. per ton from Darling Harbour to Guyra, which, as I have already stated, is 37 miles shorter.
The truck rates were as follows:—From Sydney to stations between Glen limes and “Wallangarra, 
inclusive, for sugar, rice, unwrought and galvanised iron, wire netting and fencing wire, in a four
wheeled truck, loads of G tons, £24 ; and £30 for first, second, and third-class goods, whilst they 
charge £40 per truck for similar goods to Guyra, which, as I have already explained, is 3/ miles 
nearer. There is a reduction of £10 per truck for taking these goods 37 miles further. The result 
has been that that has forced all the traffic to Glen Innes, and between Glen Innes and Inverell.
That being the case, the road authorities have also spent more money on the road between Glen Innes 
and Inverell. I have a return which shows that for the five years, 1887, 1SS8, 1880, 1800,1891, the road 
authorities expended £29,7,r>6 on 53 miles 34 chains between Glen Innes and Inverell, whilst for the same 
period thev only expended £12,250 on the 55 miles 10 chains between Guyra and Inverell. They 
actually spent more than double the amount on the Inverell to Glenlnnes route than on the Guyra road, 
the result beiug that the traflie was naturally diverted in that particular direction. I venture to think 
there is no gainsaying the fact that Guyra is the natural route for the railway. It is the shorter route, 
and the one which ought to be taken, so as to give the Inverell people their proper and legitimate means 
of exchange with the people on the table-land and the people ou the coast. It is the proper route to 
enable the people in Sydney and on the table-land and on the coast to exchange and communicate with 
the people of Inverell. 1
2042. Mr. OlarkeJ] In view of what you have stated, I take it that you are in favonr of the route from 
Inverell to Gnyra? Yes ; a thousand times rather Inverell to Glen Innes than the Moree route, but

■ still 1 prefer the Inverell to Guyra route.
2043. And in tbe event of that not being carried out ? Then ihe railway from Inverell to Glen Innes.
2044. That, 1 presume, would enable the railway to be continued to the coast? Yes; either byway of
Guyra, through the Don Dorrigo country and on to South Grafton, or from Grafton to Glen Innes or 
Inverell to Dismore. _
2045. Or some part of the coast ? lam afraid you will never get a railway from Grafton to Glen Innes, 
until you get Hying railways. It is the only way a railwuiy can get from Glen Innes to Grafton. .
2040. But are you aware that the estimate for constructing a railway from Glen Innes to Grafton is only 
half what was estimated some few years ago. At that time it was considered that it would cost about 
£2,000.000 to construct, but it bas since been stated that it can be constructed for half that amount ?
£2,000,000 was voted for that railway.
2047. It can now bo done for half that amount ? £2,000,000 was voted for that railway.
2048. And now the estimate is considerably less? I have not seen that estimate, and I do not know whom
the authority is, i
2049. Mr. Sec gave that evidence ? It is evidently unofficial. ^ _
2050. At all events, you do not approve of the projiosed railway from Moree to Inverell? I certainly 
do not, and how any one else can approve of subjecting the people for all time to come to travelling 
72 J miles more than is necessary, I cannot imagine. I think the distance of 512 mites between Inverell 
and Sydney would absolutely preclude Inverell from sending anything to Sydney. J do not think they 
could afford to send such things as hay or chaff over that mileage, unless the Eailway Commissioners re- 
casted their rates, and adopted the zone system.
2051. You do not think much wheat, hay, or chaff1, or produce of that kind would go to Queensland ? It
cannot go there, on account of the duties. _
2052. It must come to Sydney or be consumed locally ? It must come to Sydney, and if the price in 
Sydney is not more than about 2s. Gd. per bushel, as in all probability it will not be, I do not see how 
they are to pay freight over 512 miles. It is essential that they should keep the distance down as low as 
possible, because in any case Inverell is far enough from Sydney, and why they should make it 72J miles 
further, I cannot imagine.
2053. Wc have it in evidence that the Eailway Commissioners in some cases propose to carry grain 500 
miles at about one-third of a penny per ton per mile. That is a very low rate ? It is—it is lower than 
the mineral rate.
2051. Does it not seem to be a very low charge ? Yes : still it will not be too low for the people who 
grow produce.
2056. FTo doubt they would derive an advantage from it ? It is possible that by making a lo_w rate, you 
would encourage greater production. At the same time that would not justify the construction of a line 
72J miles further than is necessary. _
2056. The Eailway Commissioners think that by making a line from Moree lo Inverell, a distance of 96 miles, 
tbe cost will only be as much as making a lino from Inverell to Glen Innes, which is half the distance? I 
should like to point out that, judging from my previous experience, the Eailway Commissioners are rather 
inclined to build railways so aa to produce revenue. By taking this route they will undoubtedly create 
revenue, seeing that they would charge for 72-J miles more than they would charge by the other route. It 
will bring more revenue to the Eailway Commissioners, but 1 take it that that should not be the object of 
State-owned and State-constructed railways. The object should be to give tbo people tho greatest amount 
of convenience for the smallest cost. Although they get more revenue on the one hand, they will pay 
more working expenses on the other. In any case, both the revenue and working expenses have to come 
out of the pockets of the people, and I do not see whj7 the pockets of the people should be depleted simply 
to carry out a proposal to construct a railway 724 miles longer than is necessary.
2057. ‘Mr. Soborts.~\ In view of the fact that there is a difference in the estimate of the cost between tbe 
two lines—that is, one from Glen Innes to Inverell, and another from Inverell to Moree—of £40,000, 
would you not think that it would be a wiser policy to construct tbe line now under consideration ? 1 do 
not think so. The interest on £40,000 at 3i per cent, would only be £1,400 per year. As I have pointed

oat
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1Eso0PMapd’ 0ut 111 m'V cviienco. tbe working expenses come to something like £9,700 a year. Tliat is the average 
estimate at 4S|d., which was the average for the last year’s working of tho railway per train mile. When 

2iJSept.,I896. ^0U rec^on that over 72* miles, you find that tho extra working expenses per annum will be £9,126, and
’’ ' ' that has to come out of somebody’s pocket. Of course, it would have to come out of the pockets of the

people who used the line.
20oS. "\\ ould you recommend the InvereihGlen Innes route without taking into consideration Ihe cost 
of connection? Xo; undoubtedly I shonld recommend the Inverell-Guyra routo. There is no doubt 
thore is a little more good land between Inverell and Glen Innes than there is between Inverell and 
Guyra, but, a great deal of it is very stony. A great deal of the land between Inverell and Glen Innes 
is very rocky, although the soil is good. There are, however, other questions to be considered. To a 
great extent the land between Inverell and Glen Innes is held in largo blocks, and that is not the case in 
regard to the laud between Inverell aud G-uyru. Tho land there is more selected.
2059. Assuming that your recoinmondutiou to construct a line from Inverell to Gnyra is adopted, would

£ that be with a view of recommending a line to Grafton through the Don Dorrigo scrub ? Xot necessarily
'* with that idea. ] would strongly urge the construction of a railway from Inverell to Guyra., so as lo give

the people of Inverell and Tingha. ami the people west and north-west of Inverell, the readiest aud the 
cheapest moans of communication with all the northern railway towns, and with Xewcnstle and Sydney, 
which I consider their legitimate market. Then, whenever we can construct a railway, I would nndoubt- 
edly urge the construction to the coast. 1 think we have made a great mistake in constructing our 
railways so far into the interior, instead of making use of'a harbour wherever we have one. I think 
railways should go from tho coast into the interior. Dor instance, 1 would advocate a railway from the 
Eiehmond or Eyron Bay, and one from tho Clarence or Goff's Harbour. I would also advocate one from 
Eden to Bombala, in the Monaco country. That is the policy adopted in Queensland and Xew Zealand. 
It has kept their ports open, and has prevented centralisation.
2060. Is it not a fact that tho figures put forward by the Railway Commissioners, and from which you 
quoted, show that the proposed railway is more likely .to prove remunerative than any other hue which 
has boon suggested ? 1 should like to say that I attach very little importance to official estimates. Before 
the railway from G len Innes to Grafton was passed by Parliament, at a cost of £2,000,000, it was reported- 
upon several times, and was afterwards abandoned. Then we have this fact—that the Invorell to Glen Innes 
line is extended to 5;ll miles, and the cost is cut down. That convinces mo that official estimates cannot he 
too much relied upon, and that common sense is us safe a guide as the official estimates. Ton can get 
official estimates in tho same way as you can get statistics—to support any theory you like to propound.
2061. AVe all know why the line from Glen Junes to Inverell was lengthened—it was to reduce the grade, 
and thereby reduce the cost per mile ? I do not know what the grade is estimated to be now, but I shonld 
think they ought to get a grade of 1 in 60 at the present estimated cost. I have no doubt they could get 
a better grade still between Inverell and Guyra, if they would resurvey it. ■
2062. Are you aware that the grade between Inverell and Moree is 1 in 100 for the up traffic, and 1 in 
80 for the down traffic ? Yes; which of course is a very great advantage.
2063. Does not that compensate to a large extent for tho greater mileage which you would have to travel ? 
The grade is a very easy one from Werris Creek to Harrabri, but I notice they only travel 20 miles an hour. 
2061. Do you not think that is a fair speed ? I think it is quite sufficient, and I am calculating that 
they will travel at the same rate from Xaxrubri to Moree, and Moree to Inverell. I shonld like to”point 
out that tins is only an estimate of which we have had no experience. I have generally found in connec
tion with railway construction that the actual expenditure is a good deal more than the estimated 
expenditure.
2065. I thmk you will find that of late years a great improvement has taken place in that respect ? Yes. 
H the Government are prepared to build a railway on a cheap system, undoubtedly it can be done, and, I 
think, should be done. I do not see why they should not build a railway from Inverell to Glen Innes or 
-Gnyra at a far cheaper rate than the present proposal. Tho traffic would not necessitate a very rapid 

. speed of travelling, and of course it is the paco the train travels at which necessitates to a great extent 
the heavy expenditure. A slow train can travel on a cheap line, no matter where it is going.
2066^. Would it he possible to get the same grades between Inverell and Glen Innes, or between Inverell 
and Guyra, which you could get between Inverell and Moree? I do not think it would. I think yon 
could get a hotter grade between Inverell and Moree than between Inverell and Glenlnnes, because there 
is the Waterloo Range to cross, and there is no such high range between Inverell and Gnyra. I think 
you could get a much better grade than is known at the present time. The Department, however, has 
not examined the line, and has not spent any money in examining it. They went over it and made a 
flying survey, and said they could get a ruling grade of 1 in 40. At tliat time 1 in 40 was a fashionable 
grade. _ The Public Works Commiitec bad not come into existence then, and it is only since it has come 
into existence that the country lias become dissatisfied with the 1 in 40 grade, originating from the Com
mittee itself. That line has not been examined since that time, and I have no hesitation whatever, having 
travelled over the route several times, in saying that you could get a much better grade than 1 in 40. 
Messrs. Scarr and Price’s report shows that for a great distance it is a surface lino. -
2067. You have noticed that the estimate for the Inverell to Moree line is £2,898 per mile, as anainst 
£6,000 on the Glen Innes routo ? Yes.
2008. Notwithstanding that fact you would prefer tho route by way of Glen Innes, if you do not see a 

. way of getting the Guyra line? Undoubtedly. At the same time I should prefer the Guyra route.
Why I prefer a shorter route is because time is valuable. It is all very well to look merely at the first 
cost of a railway. A Vo must, however, take a statesman's view-, and look at the value of the time of all the 
people who will travel by the train, and are detained for three and a half hours on the journey for all time 
to come.
2069. A man coming to Sydney from Invorell and hack would have to travel 14-0 miles more than he would 
by way of Glon limes ? Yes, 145 miles more by way of Guyra, but only 75 miles more by way of Glen 
Innes ; and then there is the extra fare he would have to pay. I forgot to mention in giving my evidence 
that the Railway Commissioners have reduced the differential rates; in other words, they have extended 
the favoured districts further south from Glen Innes to AValcha Road Station.
2070. ilfr. Wright.'] That has been in existence for tho last two years ? Yes.
2071. Are you aware that since the whole of the northern portion of the Colony has beenpnton the same 
footing with regard to railway carriage the trade to Glen Innes has increased, whilst the trade to Guyra 
has decreased ? I think it is little to be surprised at, for the reasons I have pointed out—that the

Department
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Department of Public ‘Works expended £29,000 on the road between Glen Innes and Inverell during the ^ (CoP^a”d> 
same period that they only expended £12,000 between Guyra and Inverell.
2072. As a matter of fact, do you know that nearly all the Tingha tin is now brought into Glen Innes? 22Sept., 189(5.
I think a great deal of it is, for the reason that it is 2 miles shorter, and a better road. '
2073. There is also another reason—that there is a. larger hack carriage from Glen Innes than from 
Tingha?. Tes; of course in the season Guyra sends a good deal of potatoes, oaten hay, and so on 
out west:.
2074. But nothing like the proportion of goods which goes to Glen Innes ? I cannot say that.
2075. Have you any persojial knowledge of Tingha of late years? 1 have not been there for four years.
207G. Is it within your knowledge tliat the population has largely decreased of late years? No, it is not; 
and I doubt it very much.
2077. t£ it is asserted by people who ought to know, would you be prepared to dispufe it ? It depends 
upon whom they arc.
2078. If Air. Moore, the Member for Bingara, says the population has largely decreased, would you place
credence on the statement? I should think the statement ought to carry some weight. t:
2079. You know ihe country between Tingha and Guyra personally ? Tes. '
2080. And the country between Glen Innes and Inverell? Yes.
2081. Have you been off the road much on either track ? No ; but I have made a point of looking about 
and inquiring when I have been travelling backwards and forwards. In addition to that, having been 
Minister for Lands for four years, I have had tho special advantage of having hundreds of reports before 
me as to the eharaeler of the soil. I know it is rocky in many places.
2082. Will you explain how, if the land between Tingha and Guyra is good, there is still such a large 
quantify of it available for occupation, and not taken up ? The only land available for occupation and 
not taken up is that in the vicinity of Tingha, where it is not agricultural land at all. It is simply 
mining land.
2083. Bad for everything except mining? Tes; it is passable grazing country. It is poor grazing 
'country for some few miles. Of course mining country is not, as a rule, very good for agriculture.
2084. Tou spoke once or twice about the possibility, if a line he constructed between Guyra and Inverell.
of securing the Bundarra traffic ? Tes. •
2085. Have you been over to Bundarra by that route ? Yes.
'2080. You know there is a precipitous range to come up ? I do not remember any, and I have driven 
over it.
2087. If you read the report of Messrs. Scarr and Price you will find that they say it is an impracticable 
road ? J. have not so read it, hut 1 have with me a letter from the owner of Clerkness, Bundarra, Mr. Ii. A.
Wiseman, who used to he the manager of the A., A. Estate. He says:—

Dear llr. Copeland, Clerkness, Bundarra, 5 May, )$!)2.
Please allow me, ns one of your constituents, as well as one, of the public, to thank you for tbe stand yon took 

re the Glon Innes-Inverell railway, and your success in getting that line withdrawn. I trust the Guyra line will now be 
submitted, Guyra is the line for Bundarra (knowing there is no chance of Kentucky). Tingha is under 17 miles from 
here, with a good road for It miles (only 3 bad).

' I remain, &c.,
Tbe Honorable H. Copeland, Esq., M.L.A., Sydney. It. A. WISE MAX.
2088. You are aware the Committee have recently approved of the construction of a line of railway to 
connect Tamworth with Manilla ? Yes.
2089. That will be 27 miles from Tamworth towards Bundarra ? Yes.
2090. Would not the most direct and expeditious way of coming to Sydney be by that railway ? That
would siill leave them a long distance to travel. It would leave them 50 miles of road carriage. .
2091. But they get nearer to Sydney ? That is so. I think, undoubtedly, that if the Moree line is con
structed, Bundarra will adopt the Manilla route.
2092. Under any circumstances I. think it would? No; it would not if the line were constructed to
Guyra. ■
2093. Arc you aware that wo have had evidence from the postal authorities to the effect that they can 
land the postal matter at Inverell, via Glen Innes, as they do at the present time, at a very much cheaper 
rate, and in three hours less lime, than by the proposed railway to Moree? I am not surprised at that.
It only shows the absurdity of the proposition. I do not know about the three hours less. ] eannot see 
how they could do it in three hours less. They could do it in three hours less if Ihey constructed the 
line from Glen Innes to Inverell.
2091. But with the mail service as it is now—by train from Glen Innes and coach to Inverell—the 
mails will be delivered in Inverell three hours before they are delivered in Glen Innes by the proposed 
extension, and with less cost to tbe State ? It shows Ihe absurdity of the proposal, if it is so.
2093. Your view is that the connection with Inverell should he to the east ? Undoubtedly. *
2096, You think Guyra is the best routo ? Yes.
2097. And failing Guyra, you think the railway should be constructed to Glen Innes ? Yes.
2093. Afr. Black.] You have expressed your disbelief in the efficacy of official statistics;—does that 
remark apply to the population statistics you gave us? I would not swear to them. I give them for 
what they arc worth. It is the best information I can get.
2099. Would you be surprised to know that at the last general election only 140 votes were polled at 
Tingha ? I. should be very much surprised.
2100. And ninety in Bundarra and fifty-five in Guyra ? It was not for want of population, I am sure. 130 
votes would not represent more than SuO or 900 of a population, and T am quite sure it is very much larger 
than that. Of course, the people may not have voted, because they were not 11 sweet” on either candidate.
2101. You seem to imagine that there is no trade between New England and Queensland ;—are you not
aware that there arc large quantities of chaff and potatoes which go from New England to Brisbane? It 
is very little. They have to jump that harrier of 15s. a ton duty, _
2102. If that be so, and they can supply Brisbane, is it not likely that New England will also supply that 
part of the Queensland border which is in her vicinity, and within easy team distance? I should like to 
point out that the climate of New England is essentially qualified to grow the best potatoes—far'better 
than the district of Inverell or Queensland.

WEDNESDAY,
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The Hon. FREDERICK THOMAS HUMPHEET (Vice-Chairman).

The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G. 
. The Hon. Dantel O'Connor.
Henrt Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alpred Lee, Esq. 
George Brace, Esq.
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Moree to Inverell,

David Kirkcaldic, Esq,, Chief Traffic Manager, Department of Railways, sworn, and examined;—
■vD,Kirkealdie, 2103. Mr. llobmts.'] Do you know anything of the traffic between Glen Innes and Inverell? I know 

there is considerable team traffic. I could not tell you exactly what volume of traffic there is to Inverell, 
<tr,aa^ lone but I know we lose several thousands of pounds yearly in consequence of the team traffic between 

'' ‘ Grafton, Glen Innes, and Inverell. _ _
2104;. If the proposed railway is constructed from Moree to Inverell, do you anticipate getting the whole, 
or nearly the whole of that traffic? That will entirely depend on the rates wc charge. Of course, if we 
intend to get the traffic we should have to iix our rates accordingly. _ _
2105. Is the cost of carriage of goods from Sydney to Glen Innes, by way of Grafton, tbe same as it is
direct from Svdney to Glen Innes by rail ? 1 think not. ■ So far as my information goes, the rate of
carriage of goods from Sydney to Grafton is something like 15s, a ton, and from Grafton to Inverell the 
cartage runs to about £4 10s. per ton.
2106. AVhat is the cost for goods taken the whole way to Glen Innes by rail? In truck loads of not less
than 6 tons, we charge £5 a ton from Sydney to Glen Innes. _ '
2107. Then there is a margin in favour of the sea route, and thence by team? I am speaking now of Glen
Innes. I said the cost was 15s. a ton from Sydney to Grafton, and about £4 10s. per ton Irom Grafton 
to Inverell—that is £5 5s. for landing the goods in Inverell. _ _
2108. AVhat can goods be landed in Glen Innes for? About £3 Job, to £4 a ton, including the sea
carriage. _
2109. AVhat will be the cost all the way by rail? £5 per ton, in truck loads. That is the general goods
rate. Of course, some of our rates are less than that. There is one class of traffic for which we charge 
80s. lOd, to Glen Innes ; another class 53s. 7d.; another class 112s. 8d.; another class 120s.; and another 
class 140s.; but when we come to truck loads, in order to secure the traffic, so far as we possibly can, the 
rate from Sydney to Glen Tones is £30, which is equal to £5 a ton. _
2110. Mr. McLachlan, the Secretary to the Eailway Commissioners, stated in evidence:—

At the present time traffic to Inverell from Glen limes starts upon equal terms whether it comes from Grafton or 
is brought to Glenlnnes by railway ; but if the proposed railway is made we shall be able to take goods to Inverell as 
cheaply as we now take them to Glen Lines, and we will thus have the advantage of the cost of carriage between Glen Innes 
and Invorell.
? I think there must be some misapprehension there, because alarge quantity of the general goods which go 
to Glen Innes now are conveyed by sea and road. Although wc have quoted £30 a truck, which is a low- 
rate for such a distance, we have not been able to secure all the traffic, or anything like it. A great deal 
of it goes by sea and team. The lower classes we get altogether.
2111. Do you have special rates with tho view of counteracting the traffic hy road ? Yes.
2112. And notwithstanding that fact you are unable to compete? A great deal goes by sea and road, 
in spite of our low rates.
2113. Do you think it will continue to go by sea and road if the proposed railway is constructed? It 
depends entirely upon what rates we charge. Of course wc could fix the rates at such an amount as to 
secure the traffic. The question is whether it would pay us ; whether wc would not lose more by doing 
so than we would gain, because we might have to reduce rates to Armidale and other points as well.
2114. People who "were not affected by the low rates would be dissatisfied ? Yes.
2115. Are you familiar with the grade between Moree and Inverell ? Yes. ■
2116. Eor the down traffic the grade is 1 in 80, and for the up traffic 1 in 100? Yes.
2117. AVould the fact of having such an easy grade cause the traffic to be taken at a lower rate ? Ho, I 
think not; we do not take grades into consideration infixing our rates.
2118. ‘Which line do you think it would be better to construct in the interests of tbe country—tbe Moree-

. Inverell line, or tbe suggested line from Inverell to Glen Innes ? If wc arc to get the traffic by railway
at all, the line from Moree to Inverell is tho one which seems best calculated to get it. If we construct a 
line from Inverell to Glen Innes, it will simply mean feeding all that district from the coast. Instead of 
the goods going from Sydney or Newcastle to Inverell, they will probably go by sea, and then by road to 
Glen Innes. They will then very likely be trucked to Inverell, although when once they get goods on a 
team, a few miles extra travelling does not matter very much.
2119. Mr. Black.] The same reason why you construct a railway from Moree to Inverell will not in any
way divert the traffic now going from Grafton to Inverell ? I do not say it will. I only point out that 
of the two the line via Moree to Inverell is more likely to bring traffic to the railway than the line from 
Glen Innes to Inverell. ^
2120. If by constructing a line from Glen limes to Inverell you do not divert traffic which now goes by 
way of Grafton to Inverell, how are you going, by constructing a railway from Moree to Inverell, which 
carries goods to and from Sydney and Newcastle by a more circuitous and, despite the route being more 
level, by a more expensive route—it you are not able to compete now, and if the Glen Innes to Inverell 
railway leads to the sea route, how is the Moree to Inverell line to carry it ? I only say that of the two 
the Moree route is more likely to get us the traffic than tbe Glen Innes route.
2121. You use, as an argument against the construction of a line from Glen Innes to Inverell, tbe state
ment that it will not secure goods now carried by way of Grafton ; I wish to point out that your argu
ment tells equally against the Moree-Inverell railway? I do not think so. Of the two, my feeling, is 
that the Moree route will give us the Inverell traffic, but I am not going to say that either routo will give 
us the whole of the traffic. 2122,
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2122, Tour argument can only Imve point if there is any intermediate traffic—that is, at points between D-Kirkcaldie. 
Inverell and "Vferris Creek;—if the line creates intermediate traffic, it may pay working expenses?
There might be intermediate traffic, hut I am talking now about the ! nvcrell traffic. _ 23 Sept,; 18%.
2123. If you prove tliat your position is strong ;—it appears, however, that your argument tells against :
the Moree-Inverell Eailway as against the Gden lunos-lnverell Kailway ? Of course I cannot say we are 
going to secure the traffic by either route. 1 am not going to say—unless we adjust our rates to meet 
competition by teams—\vc can secure the traffic by either route.
2121. Mr. Jfoier/,?.] You refer to adjusting your rales ;—would those rates be what may be termed 
payable rates, or would you carry good? at a loss ? Wo would not carry them at a loss, but we might 
have to carry them at a small amount of profit.
2125. Aud run the risk of creating dissatisfaction among people to the south? Tea. _
2125, Is there likely to be a largo amount of traffic between Gden dunes and Inverell, or would it all come 
from the terminus in the event of the. line being constructed ? The construction of the railway would 
certainly lead to the development of the district as far as agricultural produce is coucerned. Possibly it 
might also lead to the opening up of some of the mines there.
2127. Then your argument is that the traffic would probably go by rail from Inverell to Glen Innes, and 
from Glen Innes to Grafton by road? I do not think it would ever do that. Once they put the traffic 
on the railway, they would not unload to take it by road to Grafton. General goods going to Inverell 
might continue to go by sea to Grafton, and be carried from there to Inverell in the same way as they 
are carried to Glen Innes now. Although for a number of years we have given specially low rates in 
order to catch the Inverell traffic, without doing injustice to other localities, wc have not succeeded in 
securing all that traffic or anything like it. A great deal still goes by sea and team.
21.28, And you think it will continue to do so no matter which railway is constructed? T think so.
2129. I am afraid you did not make it quite clear to me as to the mistake which might be made in con
structing a railway from Inverell to Glon Innes ;~-you said you would not gain so inuch traffic from such 
a line as from the line from Inverell to Moree? I think the general goods coming from Grafton—and 
it is upon general goods that we make the most of our payable revenue—would still continue to go by 
sea to Grafton, and by team to Glen Innes. I understand they can land goods in Glen Innes for about 
£3 15s. or £4 a ton. Seeing that our rate to Glen Innes is £5 a ton, it almost follows that the traffic 
will continue to go the route it goes now. If we cannot secure it now, I do not see how we can hope to 
from Glen Innes to Inverell.
2130. The teams having been loaded at Grafton arc not likely to unload at Glen Innes, so that goods can 
ho carried by rail to Inverell ? 1 do not think it is likely. 'When once they get goods on the teams they 
prefer to go right through with them and deliver.
2131. And that is one of your principal reasons for recommending the Inverell to Moree route ? Yes.
2132. If the Inverell to Moree route were adopted, would not there be a lot of traffic between Glen Innes
and Wcrris Creek which is on the main line ;—would not the main line be robbed of that traffic ? To a 
certain extent, it would. •
2133. Then, in making an estimate ought not that to be added to the probable loss in running a line ?
Yes; but, of course, in the estimate which is before the Committee. I cannot tell whether that has been 
taken into consideration. It may have been.
2134. Would the wroar and tear on rolling stock be of less cost to the Department for traffic going to 
Inverell by way of Moree than on the main line ? Practically the same.
2135. I am in error, then, in supposing that the cost of the traffic on the main line would be larger than 
on the north-wfcstern line—that is, from 'Wcrris Creek to Inverell ? I think so, I think there is very 
little in it. Of course, the train loads on the one line would be very much greater than on the other.
If there is a large traffic, of course, the more level you get your line the better. Por example, from 
Moree to Inverell, with a ruling grade of 1 in 80, wo would haul thirty-eight trucks loaded with goods.
If you multiply thirty-eight trucks by 9 tons it gives you 342 tons, about half of that would be a paying 
load. From Glen Innes to Inverell, with a ruling grade of 1 in 60, and the same class of engine, you could 
only haul twenty-one trucks. That is twenty-one as against thirty-eight.
2I3G. Then there would be a saving in the working of lines on a more favourable grade ? If there were a 
large traffic. ...
2137. But you look upon the traffic as being so small that the matter is not worthy of consideration ? It is 
one of those things in regard to which one has to look to the future. If this line were going to develop * 
a large traffic within the next twenty years, grade would be everything ; but for the present it is not of 
such serious importance to us.
2138. But, of course, we are building our railways for all time ? Then the route which gives the best 
grades, all other things being equal, is the one which should be adopted.
2139. You look upon Grafton really as the natural seaport for Inverell, and that is proved by the fact 
of the teams carrying the goods that way ? Yes; of course, when one talks about the port for Inverell,
I mean that all the traffic to that part of the country either comes from or goes to Sydney or Newcastle.
Therefore, it is purely a question of competition—railway versus sea and team. Grafton in itself is of no 
importance except as a port for forwarding produce.
2140. Do you know the country between Glen Innes and Grafton? No.
2141. I suppose you have heard that it is of a mountainous character ? Yes.
21-42. And likely to delay for the present the construction of a line between Glen Innes and Grafton ?
Yes. . ....
2143. Assuming that one held the view' that, for the present at any rate, it is impracticable to make a 
railway from Glen limes and Grafton, except at an enormous expenditure, you think that the line now 
under the consideration of the Committee is the one which should be adopted ? I think so. If the rail
way is to be constructed at all, I think that is the better one.
2141. You undoubtedly prefer it to the Glen Innes route? I do.
2145. With regard to the route via Guyra to Inverell—that would bring Inverell very much nearer to 
Sydney than the proposed route ? Yes; of course one has to look at the physical features of the country, 
and the productiveness of the country.
2146. Could you form any idea as to what grade would be obtainable on a line such as that? I have not 
the slightest idea.

3C6—L 2147.
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I). K^kcaldii;. 2147. jlfr. 0 Connor.I take it that you are favourable to the construction of a line from Moree to Inverell ?
!!5‘ ^‘cs' Ba7’ ^ a constructerl at all, it seems to me that that is the better one to con-

-vw'iRnfi struct Sti11 1 u3 Sept., 1800. atotlj. it_ offer no opinion with regard to the line from Guyra to Inverell, because I know nothing

2148. Are there any reasons in your mind, why we should not have a line from Glen Innes to Inverell ? 
Kb ; excepting; that, when you get to Glen Innes. you are within 110 miles of Grafton. Our experiences 
is thar, notwithstanding our best efforts, the best paying of the Glen Innes traffic goes by sea to Grafton, 
and by road to Glen Innes. \Ve get the traffic which we carry, at very low rates. But when we come to the 
higher class.traffic—general stores, sugar, tea, and drapery—we find the bulk of it going by sea and road. 
Then there is another point which you have to consider—that if we were to give Glen Innes a much lower 
rate than Armidale,—for example, there is an intermediate point between those places in regard to which 
there would be great contention about doing the business—whether Glen Innes should do it, or Armidale. 
If we give Glen limes much lower rates than Armidale, Gicn Innes can do the business, and Armidale is 
shut out.
214S1 As far ns I can see, those who arc best capable of giving an opinion are not opposed to the con
struction of the line between Inverell and Moree ; but it seems to me strange why Inverell should be cut 
off from G len Innes. Is there anything in your mind inconsistent with the idea of constructing a line 
from Inverell to Moree, which would not comprehend the extension to Glen Innes ? Ko. As far as I can 
understand it, you go through somewhat better country in going from Moree to Inverell.
2L50. Ton have not been over the country yourself ? Ko. ,
2LSI. But you have read the best reports regarding it ? Xes.
2152. Then, after making the most serious and careful inquiry, you are not opposed to the line from 
Moree to Inverell ? Ko ; if a railway is to be made at all. "
2153. Mr. Lee,~\ The question of dealing with the Inverell traffic has always been a complex one? Xes.
2154. Is.not that owing to the fact that the coast line is so close to Glen Innes? Xes.
2155. So far as. you are concerned, you simply look at the matter from a revenue point of view ? Xes, 
and from the point of view of opening up of good country.
215(>. What is the distance from Sydney to Jennings ? 401 miles.
2L57. From Sydney to AUbury? 386 miles.
2158. From Sydney to Cooina ? 265 miles.
2159. From Sydney to Hay ? 454 miles.
2160. From Sydney to Bourke ? 503 miles.
2161. From Sydney to Inverell by way of Moree ? 509 miles.
2162. Therefore, the proposed construction to Inverell will make the longest line in the Colonv ? Xes
from Sydney. ° J
2163. From Sydney to Inverell by way of Moree, the line will he 509 miles, and will he the longest line 
in the Colony ? Xes.
2164. Xou have already justly admitted that the Ilailway Department has been unable to attract a portion 
ot the Glen Innes, and nearly the whole of the Inverell traffic, to the railway. If the Department has 
been unable to control that traffic on a line 422 miles long, will you show the Committee how it is going 
to get it, if it has to carry it 509 miles ? As I say, it is purely a question of rates. If the railway is 
constructed, we will do the best wre can to get the business.
2165. Do you admit that you will he unable to do that unless differential rates are nlade to secure it ? 
"We could not do it without differential rates.
2166. ’What would be the rate of carriage for general goods from Inverell by way of Moree to Sydney, 
or from Sydney to that point ? Do yon mean the ordinary rate.
2167. Xes,for ordinary goods—the goods which you say you make most revenue out of ? The through rate 
from Sydney to Inverell by way of Moree—from what we call the miscellaneous class—would run to 
23s. 4d. per ton—that is for coal and heavy traffic of that kind.
2168. But I am speaking of general goods ? The ordinary rates for 509 miles run from 129s. lid., for first-
class traffic, to 225s. 4d., for third-class traffic ; but then of course we introduce the truck rate. What that 
truck rate would be would depend entirely upon the competition. ■
2169. Could you give us a fair average of the cost per ton per truck ? If we charge the ordinary scale,
without having regard to any competition, it will bo at nn average of £8 7s. per ton. '

J 2170. Of course there would be no necessity to adopt differential rates there, as you are supposed to be 
away from the influence of the coast traffic ? Xes, but if they can land goods in Inverell for £5 a ton or 
a little over, it seems to me we should require differential rates.
2171. Xou are aware that we already have it in evidence that the object of starting the line to Inverell
is to compete with the coast traffic? Xes. "
2172. Therefore the Committee are anxious to know how this long length of line is going to compete with 
the coast? If it is a fact that they can land goods in Inverell for a little over £5 a ton,"it does not seem 
to me that we can compete except by means of differential rates.
2173. Have you heard recently that'they arc delivering goods, by way of the coast, at Inverell, at £3 10s.
a ton ? Ko. Does that include the sea freight. '
2174. Xes ; from Sydney to the coast, and on to Inverell. Are you also aware that they are sending tin 
ore from Grafton at £1 per ton ? Xes ; 3 believe they have been doing that to a small extent. I do not 
think there has been much traffic of that kind. I think there were some small consignments sent with 
the teams which were going hack empty in order to bring hack general goods.
2T75. As it would qipoar that nothing but a differential rate would enable the Commissioners to obtain a 
revenue from the line, will this differential rate seriously interfere with the calculations which have been 
placed before us ? That I could not tell you, because I have not gone into those calculations.

‘J 176. I presume the estimate of revenue supplied by Mr. Harper would be based on existing rates? I 
presume so. I have not talked the matter over with him because he is not in town,
2177. Supposing the scheme is adopted, or supposing that differential rates can be made considerably 
lower than the fixed rates owing to the close proximity of the coast, is it not extremely probable that you 
will always have great competition with the teams ? I think so. Of course there is one thing to consider, 
and that is that the railways would land traffic in Inverell in less than 48 hours, whereas if you go by 
sea it will take at least 10 days or a fortnight.

2178.
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2178. Tliat, of course, will lie a great consideration in getting up a class of goods for immediate use F 1>. Kirkcaldio,
Tes—general stores. Esq-
2179. Of course, in general business, there is a largo amount of stuff for which there is no immediate
hurry? That is so. 23 3^., 1896.
2180. Bo you think the railway would secure all the traffic to the north which it ought to do if, instead
of taking the traffic round that long distance by the west, we were to make a connection by the coast at some 
suitable point F Such a point as Grafton, for example. *
2181. Either Grafton or the Kichmond? It would mean this—that we would lose an enormous amount 
of revenue.
2182. In what way ? Because the goods, instead of going from Sydney or Newcastle to the various 
poiuts along the line, would go by sea to Grafton, and from Grafton they would be distributed all over 
the table-lands of New England. It yon tap any of the rivers with a railway, then I think we must look 
at it that we are not; to get that traffic to carry from Sydney or Newcastle. Therefore, we will lose the 
whole of the revenue as between Sydney or Newcastle and Glen Lines. We will take it that you bring 
a railway from Glen Innes to Grafton, that is 110 miles. You have coastal boats from Sydney to Grafton,
so that instead of hauling your traffic 422 miles betw'een Sydney and Glen Innes, or 352 miles between •
Newcastle and Glen Innes, you would haul it 110 miles between Grafton and Glen Innes.
2183. But would not yon be hauling a ciuanr.ity of traffic then whicii you are not hauling now, and which 
is now carried by the drays ? No doubt you would. If we tap Grafton by raihvav we should lose more 
reveuue between Sydney and Glen Innes than we would get between Glen Innes and Grafton. Between 
Grafton, Glen Innes, and Inverell the competition by sea and team is equal to about one-third of the 
team competition with the railways all over the Colony—that is to say, if wc lose a total of £15,000 in 
freight by competition with teams, wc reckon tliat £5,000 of it occurs between Glen Innes, Inverell, 
and Grafton.
2134. T on reckon then that you would lose £5,000 a year which you ought to get on the northern line ?
Very much more than that.
2185. It a line wore constructed from the main northern line to the coast, would you not gain that 
£5,000 a year, and would yon not haul the whole traffic, no matter what it may be, over some portion of 
your line ? ^ You would not get the £5,000 a year, because that is the freight cither from Newcastle or 
bydney. Irom Sydney to Glen Innes there are 422 miles of haulage, and between Newcastle and Glen 
Innes only 324. Between Grafton and Glen Innes there are 111, so that we would lose from 213 to 311 
miles of railway haulage,
21SG. JU/r. ^BJacJc.J "With regard to what you have said as to the impossibility of competition with seaborne
traffic to Grafton, or some of the northern ports, is not that a condemnation of the present railway policy
of centralisation, which endeavours to drag all the products of the country to the metropolis, no matter
from how great a distance ? I do not think that is a fair way of putting it. It is not a question 1
of centralisation. Whether the business goes to Grafton or not, it simply gravitates to Newcastle or
Sydney. It is not as it you were shipping direct to England, Europe, or America from Grafton. It is
purely a question of whether you will bring the traffic from Glen Innes to Sydney by rail, or from Glen
Innes to Grafton by road or rail, and on to Sydney by sea. Therefore, it is not a question of centralisation
at all,
2187. Of course, that is open to argument. You might argue further, in this way : that although, with 
your policy of railway centralisation, you have made Sydney a port for the Colony, under other conditions, 
where there was a. system of coast railways, taking products from the interior to various parts along the " 
coast, it might he possible to use other ports only interior to that of Sydney, which would be distributing 
centres, and wdiich would have direct communication with different parts of the world ? Of course, if 
you had harbours like Sydney or Newcastle at various points along the coast there would be a good deal in 
that contention. Practically, however, the traffic gravitates either to or from Sydney and Newcastle. I 
do not think there is much in the centralisation question.
2188. Mr. Zee.] I suppose the figures you quoted—£5,000—are supposititious figures? Yes.
2189. Havo you any idea what freight you lose in consequence of that coastal traffic ? Speaking broadl v,
we lost between £6,000 and £7,000 last year. '
2190. Therefore, your argument is that it will he better to continue to lose that £6,000 or £7,000 a year 
than to construct a line to the coast, which may rob the main northern, line probably of £4,000 or £5.000 a 
year? 1 think so. You have all the ucw capital upon which toiiay interest besides the working expenses.
2191. Does it not mean that it would be better to let that traffic go. In other words,’you do not get, it 
now, and if you built a line to the coast to get that £G,000 of freight a year it would involve a further 
loss to the northern line. In your opinion it would be bettor to let that traffic go ? 1 think so. Of 
course, last year was an exceptional year. Eor some reason or other the team traffic developed largely 
between Grafton and Inverell last year. According to the figures 1 have before me, it was more than 
double what it was in 1894.
2192. At the same time, the teams have been competing with your line ever since it was opened? Yes,
more or less. ‘ ’
2193. So that, as a matter of fact, the traffic there is an established one P Yes.
2194. What is the object of starting the line from Inverell ? That I do not know. I hare no knowledge
as to the object of the construction of the line. j*,,.,.,
2195. \our evidence tends to show that it would be impossible for you to compete unless you reduced 
the rates considerably ? Unless we got differential rates.
2196. The traffic will st.il] go by dray to the coast. Where, then, does the justification come in of 
starting the line from Inverell, when, by your own showing, you cannot secure the traffic ? That is a 
question of policy with which 3 have nothing to do.
2197. 1 believe that large quantities of grain are being moved at low rates from all parts of the country 
districts? Yes.
2198. And it is your low' rates which have induced the grain to move ? Largely.
2199. Bo you not think that if there were a cheaper means of communication for the farmers of the 
table-land and Inverell you would do a larger amount of business in grain than you are doing at the 
present time ? Prom the northern line, no doubt.
2200. You admit that the distance from Sydney is very great ? Yes.
2201. And although the rates are low at places, the growers at long distances are at a disadvantage ?
Yes but the rates for long distances are very low as the distance extends. 2202.
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T). Kirkealctie, 2202. Docs not tliat point to the fact that, with the proper development of the table-land and the western 
slopes, some more direct comnniuieation will be required to develop that country, and put it on equal 
terms with ihe soiilb-westf There you open up a big question. Jf you are going to develop that 

eP ‘ country aud make it as productive as the country about Jerilderie aud Berrigan, the easier you can make 
your grades the better. The rates are so low that you cannot afford to carry the grain unless you get 
large train loads.
2203. Is the Berrigan line open yet ? iXo, it is to be opened on the first of next month. _
2204. Are the predictions of the Public AVorks Committee and of the Department of Hallways likely to be

- verified in regard to it f It seems so. _ , c v j.
2205. Do you think the area has so largely increased that the earnings will be m excess of what was
estimated ? 1 should not like to say that; but the next harvest will be a very fine one.
2206. It is one of those lines upon which you charge an exceptionally low rate, and are likely to carry very
heavy loads P Tes. _ .
2207. Mr. Black.] You are of opinion that there u jit be a considerable amount of trailic at the poiuts
intermediate between Inverell and, say. Werris Creek P Yes. We have the railway now as far as 
.Narrabri, and we shall soon have ii to Moree. . .
220S, If there were no great quantity of intermediate traffic to be obtained, do you thmk it would be 
advisable to construct the railway from Moree to Inverell? That is a matter of Government policy upon 
which I would not like to express an opinion. . .
2209. I infer from your remarks, that in constructing the railway there are other considerations beyond
those of merely carrying goods at payable rates ? Yes, I think so. ,
2210. If, as you say, the carrving of goods a few miles, when they are once placed on the dray, is not a
very great consideration, and if the railway7 authorities at present find it impossible to compete on equal 
monetary7 terms, as far as Glen Innes is concerned, with the steamer to Grafton, and thence hy the team 
method of carriage, and if the Glen Innes to Sydney railway route brings yTou more directly into commu
nication with the metropolis than tho Moree-lnverell extension could do if it is impossible for you to 
compete in tho case of Glen Innes with the Grafton route, bow do yon think you can successfully compete 
on equal moneiarv terms with a new Sine when it is completed ? As I said before, we can only compete 
bv a svstein of differential rates, or what, von would call competitive rates. t
2211. Would you so differentiate the rates that you can land produce or goods from Sydney or Newcastle
more cheaply in Inverell than you can now land them in Glen Innes? Ko, I do not think so ; you could 
not well do that. .
2212. Would you land them as cheaply ? You might do that on the same principle that we arc landing 
goods as cheaply in Hay as in hfarrandera.
2213. And if the railway from Inverell to Moree he completed, and you undertake to laud goods in 
Inverell as cheaply by rail as you do now in Glen Innes, do you think you could compete with the Grafton 
route on fair terms P As far as Inverell is concerned ?
2214. Yes? I think we might.
2215. Do you know the distance between Grafton and Inverell ? A little over 150 miles.
2216. Have you any idea what the teamsters charge per ton between Glen Innes and Inverell. About 
30s. per ton. I believe it has been ns low as £1 ; but I know that when I made inquiries a lew months 
ago. it was as low as 30s. That was for wool in the month of April.
2217. I am inclined to think £l is a fair estimate ? It may be. Perhaps you are adding that £1 to the
rate from Grafton. . , t t v , ^ i
2213. Ko ; I will add it for the purpose of this argument; but 1 am not saying that a load brought from 
Grafton to Glen Innes, and (hen sent on without being unloaded, would cost £1 extra. I do not think 
it would. If there were a load on, 1 think they would carry it for 15s. per ton. I am desirous of finding 
out what is your idea as to the current rate between Glen Innes and Inverell ? Ihe rate I have given is 
from Glen Innes to Inverell, and vice, versa. In April last it was given to me as 80s. a ton. It is quite
possible it may be less. , T i i- -j.
2219. Do you know the rate the teamsters charge from Grafton right through to Inverell ? 1 believe it
has been done for as little as £3 10s. up to £4 10s.; £4 10s. is a fair price. .
2220. If you delivered goods by rail in Inverell as cheaply as they are now landed in Glen Innes carriers
taking the goods, as they do, from Grafton to Inverell, for £3, £3 10s., and £4 a ton, and adding the 
water carriage onto that—you wrould still he liable to be undersold by tho steamers to Grafton, and thence 
bv the dray route ? Yes, there is always that risk. There is this to be looked at: The steamer freight 
costs about 15s. We will assume that the road carriage is £4. That brings the amount to £4 15b. Our 
rate to Glen Junes is £5. We would be able to land the goods in Inverell in forty-eight hours, whereas, 
bv sea, it takes them ten days _
2221. Your own idea is that they would save 10s. a ton by sending them by Grafton ? Yes.
2222. The question is whether that would counterbalance the delay ? Possibly, in many cases of traffic 
it would not. If you were in a hurry the goods would go by rail; otherwise they might go by sea and

2223. You do not, apparently, see much force in the objection to the construction of the proposed rail way
that it would interfere with the traffic returns on the northern line? Yes, I dare say there is something 
in that, but I have not gone into it. Mr. Harper has done all that. ^ _
2224. But you do not apprehend that this is a strong objection? Yes, I do. Unless you intend to
develop a new traffic on this line, it means that the traffic we shall get will be diverted from some other 
line, although we may get a few extra miles of carriage. _ . .
2225. Then your opinion is that the Eailway Commissioners, in recommending this railway, have done it
with the idea that it is likely to create new trade and open up settlement ? Yes. _
2226. And you think that if that belief should be discovered to be fallacious, one of the chief reasons for 
recommending the construction of the line, will have vanished ? Yes, but I cannot understand the Com
missioners making such a recommendation unless they have the strongest grounds for it.
2227. Dp you think that, with the construction of the proposed railway, there will be an increased trade
at intermediate points to the Queensland border ? I do not think so. _ _
2228. Do you think the Queensland wants are already as great as they are likely to be? I think so. I 
do not see how it is going to affect the Queensland traffic at all.

2229.
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2229. But if a line were constructed from Brisbane to some point on tlie Queensland border, approximately D. Kirkakbe,
between Moree and Inverell, would that prejudicially interfere with the returns of tho Moree-Invereil ■B9C|‘ 
railway ? If they did that it would very likely have the effect of diverting some of our main northern 235^1^895 
traffic to the Queensland railways, hut I scarcely think they will do that. It is not worth their while to ' P ■’ '
bring a railway down to the border, although it has been talked about.
2230. I understood the Queensland Government were going in for a policy of railway extension ? They 
are going to construct a line to Cunnamulla.
2231. Of course a railway to Cunnamulla, even if brought to Barringun, would not interfere with the 
Moree-lnverell railway F Xo, a railway to Mungundi would tap our country.
2232. I suppose you have iveighed all the pros, and eons, of the question ? No ; I have not gone very 
deeply into it, because Mr. Harper obtains all the statistics in connection with a new line.
2233. At all events, the Bailway Commissioners are more disposed to feed the north-western line than 
tho main northern line ? 1 scarcely think they have any desire to feed the north-ivestern line. Their 
desire is to secure the greatest amount of traffic, and they think they will do that by taking a line from 
Narrabri to Moree, and then from Moree to Inverell; besides, as I understand it, opening up some better 
country than there is between Glen Innes and Inverell.

- 2231. Mr. Clarke.'] Are you personally acquainted with the country along the proposed line? No ; but 
I understand that it is very fine wheat-growing country.
2235. Do you think that wool from some portions of Queensland, and wheat from the immediate neigh
bourhood of the line from Moreo to Inverell, will come down by the proposed line from Sydney ? The 
wheat must come. But as far as the wool from Queensland is concerned, I do not see any hope of getting 
it. First of all, Moreo is a long distance from the border, and then there is a duty of £2 10s. a ton on 
wool coming from Queensland into New South Wales.
2233. You do not think you would get much of the Queensland trade ? I do not think we should get 
any from Inverell, but I daresay we shall get some from Moree.
2237. Do you think you would get the wool and other produce grown in New South Wales? Yes ; our 
rates are so low for wheat and traffic of that kind that wo must get it.
2238. Do you think the line from Narrabri to Moree, when completed, will take the greater portion of 
that trade without any extension from Moree to Inverell ? Yes. Of course if will nottouch the Inverell 
trade. The trade of the Inverell district will still continue to go hy Glen Innes to the coast unless we 
can secure it by the construction of a line.
2239. Would the greater portion of the trade on the southern side go to Inverell or Moree—I mean from 
Bingara, Barraha, and down towards Manilla ? The Barraba and Manilla traffic will largely go to Tamworth.
2240. For a short distance north of Barraba the trade would go to Tamworth instead of Moree ? Yes.
2241. AYe havo evidence to the effect that it is not intended to carry the proposed line further than 
Inverell. It will stop there and will not go to Glen Innes ? Yes.
2242. That would leave a considerable break between the terminus and the main northern line ? Yes.
If you take it to Glen Innes, as I said before, you go inio keener competition with the coast again.
2243. Do you not think (hat the coast people are entitled to railway communication if it is not so expensive ?
But the coast people already have communication by sea. If Grafton were a large seaport, from which you 
could send ships to all parts of the world, there might be a good deal in what has been said about 
centralisation or decentralisation, but seeing that it is merely a question of route to and from Sydney or 
Newcastle, the matter of centralisation does not seem to me to come into consideration at all. All the traffic 
drifts either to or from Newcastle or Sydney. It is simply a question of whether it should come or go direct 
by rail or by team to the coast and then by sea to Sydney. It all focuses around Sydney or Newcastle.
2244. You have already stated that goods can he taken by sea from Sydney to Grafton, and then by drays 
from Glen Innes to Inverell at a lower rate than what the railway authorities can charge? As I said 
before a large proportion of the best paying goods by railway, which go to Glen Innes from Sydney, are 
sent by sea to Grafton and carted across.
2245. But if the proposed line is continued to Glen Innes, do you not think the largo population on the 
coast—80,000—are entitled to railway facilities in the same way as other parts of the Colony? As I say 
it is simply a matter of Government policy. You will load the railway capital witli 110 more miles of 
railway in addition to the working expenses, and you will take away the bulk of the revenue, say from 422 
or 324 miles, to put it on to 110 miles. In other words we shall simply take the traffic to the steamers to let 
it run to Sydney. Consequently a line between Grafton and Glen Innes could not fail to be a formidable 
competitor with the main northern line between Sydney, Newcastle, and the table-hinds of New England.
2213. I suppose you know it is the policy of all the Colonies—including Victoria, South Australia, and 
Queensland, to have railway communication from their table-land to all the available ports on the coast?
Yes, hut I do not think that there is a great deal of it in either of those Colonies.
22-47. Particularly in Queensland? With Queensland the circumstances are different. They have a 
number of disconnected railways, and cannot help themselves.
2248. You have stated that if there were a large port on the northern coast where shipments could be sent 
by Australian vessels to any other parts of the world there might be some reason for taking the 
railway to the coast ? I do not think I put it in that way. I said that if there were largo ports like 
Sydney or Newcastle along the coast, there might bo some reason for constructing the railway to the 
coast, not necessarily to Grafton or any particular point, so as to ship traffic direct to England or else
where instead of bringing it all the way down to Sydney.
2249. Are you aware that at the present time there are about 17 feet of water on thebar at the Clarence?
I am not aware,
2250. And that when the breakwater is completed there will probably be 20 feet ? Yes.
2251. If that is so would you consider it a good port ? Yes.
2252. Vice-Chairman.] Do T gather from your evidence that, either from Glen Innes, or from Moree, the 
construction of a railway to Inverell must be attended by a loss ? That of course it is impossible to say.
It will depend entirely upon the rates we will be able to charge. If the present team carriage is to 
continue, we shall have to make competitive rates in order to secure the business.
2253. What is the present truck rate to Moree? When the line is opened it will be £6 14s. 8d. per ton— 
say, £6 15s. a ton tor general goods.
2251. Then how will it be possible for you to carry 100 miles further than Moree, in competition with tho 
sea-board, with goods delivered as yon say at Inverell, via Grafton, at £4 15s. per ton? 1 do not see 
how we can do it unless we cut down the rates. 2255.
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D. Kirkcttldie, 2255. Can you venture to cut down tlie rates to Inverell below the truck rate from Sydney to Moree ? 
Esq- 'We have not been doing that kind of thing of late years ; but once we used to do it.

2256. Do you think it probable that ihe Eailway Commissioners would carry to Inverell via Moree for
■’ ’ loss than £5 a ton? I do not.

2257. 1 suppose there would be an immediate agitation if you were to carry to Inverell for £5, and still 
charge £7 to Moree ? Tes.
2258. That being the case, where is the revenue to come from? It is impossible for me to say ; I have 
not been able to go through Mr. Ilarper’s figures, and I have had no opportunity of talking the matter 
over with him. I am only speaking from general deductions. According to the present scheme of rates, 
as between Sydney and Grafton, and Grafton and G-len Innes and Inverell, I do not see how we are going 
to secure the traffic unless wc quote exceptionally low rates.
2250. And is it your opinion that you could not venture to quote oven minimum rates which could 
compete against the existing rates between Inverell and Sydney via Grafton ? I do not think we could.
2260. Then excepting that Inverell, in your opinion, should have connection with the existing railways, 
there can be no reason urged from a commercial point of view for constructing the line? Kot from 
anything which has been before me.
2261. I take it that yon have such a general knowledge of the working of the railways that you are ■ 
capable of expressing an opinion for the guidance of the Committee ? Tes. If I express an opinion. I 
sav we must quote very low rates ; otherwise we will not get the business from Sydney or Newcastle.
2262. Then, in arriving at a conclusion, the Committee must regard the expenditure upon the proposed
railway as likely to prove unprofitable for a considerable time—in fact, so long as the present-low rates 
between Inverell and the coast continue? I think so, unless, of course, there is a great future before the 
district in the shape of developing intermediate traffic. That I am not in a position to express an 
opinion upon. _ ...
2263. All yon say is that if Inverell is to be connected with the existing system of railways it will 
be better to connect it by way of Moree than by way of Glen Innes, because the.present loss would only 
be increased by connecting with Glen Innes ? That is so.
2264. Mr. Wright.'] Ton say there is no chance of your competing with the Sydney-Grafton traffic by 
the Moree-lnverell extension, unless at specially low rates ? Tes, for general goods.
2265. Those specially low rates would, I presume, seriously affect Mr. Harper’s estimate of the revenue
to be derived from the line ? Unless he has taken all these things into consideration; and 1 have had no 
opportunity of talking the matter over with him. ^
2266. Is it not more likely that Mr. Harper has based his estimate upon existing rates than otherwise r
I think it is very likely. _ _
2267. “Would he be justified in basing his traffic returns on some imaginary rate to which he might think 
the Commissioners would como down? I think not,
22GS. Therefore wc are right in assuming that the estimates placed before us by Mr, Harper are based 
upon tlie traffic which bo thinks is likely to ensue over the line under existing rates ? I should think so. 
226S). Then, if the Eailway Commissioners have to obtain the traffic at a specially low rate, it will reduce 
Mr. Harper’s estimate of revenue ? Tes. ... ,
2270. Do you think the old system can ever be revised ;—do you think it will ever be in the power of the 
Eailway Commissioners to pass Moree in tho long extension from Narrabri to Moreo, and carry goods more 
cheaply to Inverell than to Moree ? The public have had to submit to it before; but the object of the 
Commissioners has been to get rid of these anomalies.
2271.. Would it not lead to considerable agitation, and antagonism to the Commissioners’ proposal? No
doubt it would. _
2272. I believe the result of the opposition to the system previously adopted was that the Commissioners
abandoned it and gave a through rate over the whole line ? Tes, _
2273. Have you considered what effect on the northern line the construction of the Moree-lnverell line
will have ? No. "
2274. I suppose you are aware that it mil rob the northern line of a great deal of the traffic it now has ?
It will to an extent. _ _
2275. 'Therefore, am I right in saying that the proposal to construct 96 miles of railway, which the Depart
ment says will not bo self-supporting, will rob the existing northern line of a good deal of traffic, and we 
shall have to spend £2,000 or £3,000 a year to obtain that traffic:—in other words, you will have the same 
traffic on the two lines as you now have on the one, and you will have to spend a considerable sum of 
money to obtain it? I do not know that it will rob the main line of a great deal of traffic, because at the 
present time the best-paying traffic is to and from tbe coast, and we do not get it. _
2276. Still it will rob the main northern line of a large quantity of wool traffic which it now receives ?
No doubt it will rob it of some.
2277. What is the distance from Deepwater to Werris Creek ? 191 miles. _
2278. And all the traffic diverted from the northern line to this line will be taken off the main northern
road for a distance of 191 miles ? There will be a certain amount, but I do not think it will tap the line 
so far down as Werris Creek. ... *
2279. Ton will find all the traffic 25 miles west of the northern line will be diverted to the Moree-
lnverell extension if carried out ? No doubt. _
22S0. Therefore iiie existing northern line will be robbed of that traffic? To a certain extent it will.
2281. The Government propose to construct a line of railway 96 miles in length, to cost the country a 
few thousand pounds more pier annum to run than it will pay, and whilst doing that they rob an already 
impoverished and poor-paying line—the northern line—of a good deal of its traffic. Not only have we 
this £2,000 to pay, but a portion of the traffic on the main line will be lost? That is a matter of policy. 
22S2. Are we not justified in adding to the annual loss on the Moree-lnverell line the additional loss 
which will be incurred on the northern line ? There will be a certain amount of loss to the northern line.
2283. It is quite possible for the Commissioners, if the line is constructed, to at any moment issue a 
regulation to the effect that goods carried 507 miles or over are to be carried at a certain rate ? Tes.
2284. But you do not think that plan will he adopted ? I do not think so ; it is against the Commissioners’
policy. _ _
22S5* And unless they reverse their present policy the proposed line will be worked at a loss per annum ? 
Tes, I think so. 2286.
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■228G. And they will be increasing and accentuating the loss already incurred on the northern line ? Tes, D- Kirtcaldie, 
to some extent. Esq.
2287. Do you, as an old railway expert, think that if a man puts his wool on a truck at Inverell he will
take it off at G-len limes, and convey it by team to Grafton? No. bept,,iHHb.
2288. Therefore the chances are if ihe line is constructed between Glen Innes and Inverell nearly all the 
traffic will come through to Sydney ? I would not say that, because a large quantity of goods go from 
Grafton to Glen Innes and Inverell. The teams which carry those goods'takc back wool. They take the 
wool irom Inverell to Grafton at very low rates. As a matter of fact I am told they carry it at about 
£2 10s. per ton.

THURSDAY, 24 SEPTEMBER, 1896.

Jlrrsmt:—
The Hon. FEEDEEICK THOMA.S HTJMPHEET (Tice-Chairman).

The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G, 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
Geobqe Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Weight, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Moree to Inverell.

Charles Edward Rennie, Esq., Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands, sworn, and further examined:—
2289. Yice-Qhairm.an^ I understand you have prepared a map showing all the information you were C. E. Bennie,
asked to furnish to the Committee when you were here last? 5Tes ; it is on a larger scale than the one I Esq.
had here last week. It shows the whole of the laud comprised within 15 miles north and south of the 
proposed railway, instead of 30 miles as shown by the previous map. 21 Sept.,1896.
2290. Mr. Wright.] What is the number of conditional purchases and other areas on the proposed route ? •
The conditional purchase holdings number 1,297, with a total area of 336,600 acres.
2291.. What is the number of leases and the area? Conditional lease holdings 225 ; area 138,450 acres.
That, of course, is within a limit of 15 miles on either side of the proposed line. The area held under 
pastoral lease (that includes scrub and improvement leases) is 220,500 acres. The land at present 
available for settlement is 270,800 acres.
2292. Does that include reserves ? No.
2293. Can yen give us the area of reserves ? 359,000 acres.
2294. Mr. Lee.] What is the nature of the statement yon have in your hand ? It is a statement of the area 
of each portion severed hy the proposed lino as per book of reference.
2295. "Will you state iu giving that evidence the dates of the alienations—that is under conditional 
purchase r I could not give you that.
2296. You are aware that under the Railways Act there is power to resume land within so many vears
at a stated price, after it has been alienated ? Tes. '
2297. Have you any data which will enable ns to obtain that information ? The dates of the conditional 
purchases, of course, can be got.
2298. 7' ice-Ghairman.] Have you prepared a statement which you can put in as portion of your evidence ?
Yes; it might require some explanatory note to make it intelligible.
2299. Mr. Lee.] Tour detailed return shows the alienations under conditional purchases, homestead 
selections, and absolute alienations ? The return shows the lands severed hy the line.
2300. Rut they are alienated under different conditions ; some under conditional purchase, some homestead 
selections, and some hy purchase at auction ? Yes, they are all specified.
2301. All these areas are severed by the railway survey"? Yes, tho total length of line which traverses 
each holding is given approximately.
2302. The length of line through conditional purchases will be 341- miles ? Yes. Conditional leases, 
o miles; homestead selections, 11 mile; settlement leases, nil; land under pastoral lease, 101 miles’; 
reserves. 19r miles ; alienated land, 19 miles ; land available for settlement, 6 miles ; total, 96 miles.
2303. Have you any knowledge as to whether there are applications pending for settlement or homestead 
lenses m tho vicinity of the proposed line? Yes; an area about 22 miles from Moree, and extending 
from the railway survey back a distance of 15 miles, is now being measured into blocks for homestead 
selections, settlement leases, and improvement leases.
2304. Is there a probability of the country being settled upon in the near future ? It is expected so.
2305. And under that form of settlement, residence is compulsory ? Not on improvement leases. It is 
ou homestead selections and settlement leases.
2306. Do you contemplate having many improvement leases ? I could not say—I have not the details.
AH J can say is that this area is now being subdivided for that purpose. . ‘
2307. ihcii the only available Crown lands along the railway survey appear to he within the vicinity of 
Moree ? No. There are about 70,000 acres, the centre being about 30 miles from Moree.
2308. How far from tho railway survey ? It stretches from within a mile of the railway survev back to
about 15 miles. ■'
2309. And that is looked upon as waste or third-class land ? Inferior land. It is thicklv timbered and
scrubbed. '
2310. ITnder any circumstances it cannot carry a large population ? No, it is not anticipated that it will.
-31.1. U bat is the character of tho land to which you have already referred as being near to Moree;—is 
it suitable for agriculture ? I have not the description here, but the fact of its being designed f or home
stead selection and settlement lease shows that it must be regarded as fairly good land for settlement.
2312. With those two exceptions, is not the whole of the rest of the land alienated? Close to "Warialda 
there are several blocks of about 5,000 acres each.
2313. Is that inferior land ? That I could not say. I have not been over the country.
2314. Is there any available Crown land between Warialda and Inverell ? Within the 15 miles limit 
there are two large areas.
2315. That would be almost in a line with Warialda? Yes; almost due south of Warialda there is an
area of about 12,000 acres. 2316.
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C, E. Bennie, 2316. But tliat would be no nearer Inverell ? No.
Es(l' 2317. You might call it within the radius of the Warialda traffic ? I should think so.

/---- -—' 2318. Going east from Warialda. what available land is there between that point and Inverell ? There
24 Sept., 1896. ^ a acres about 25 miles from Inverell, and about 7 miles from the railway survey in a

straight line to cross. _ _ , . . .
2319. Would it be fair to assume that any Crown lands unreserved at tbe present time in the vicinity of 
Inverell must necessarily be inferior laud? I should think so. It is highly probable that it is so.
2320. Looking at the map, and seeing where the land has been alienated in the vicinity of Inverell, would
it not appear that any unreserved land must be very inferior indeed, if it is vacant ? That is extremely

• probable. There are a few small blocks not vacant. There is one of nearly 2,400 acres.
2321. I suppose the future settlement must be more towards tbe Moree end than that of Inverell ? Yes, 
there is more land near Moree than Inverell. That is at present.
2322. Moree, and intermediate about Warialda? Yes; the bulk of the vacant land is from Moree to
Warialda at present. _ _
2323. There appears to be a large area reserved in tbe radius you have given ;—is it necessary to per
petuate those reserves ? That would depend upon investigation and report. The probabilities are that 
they could be reduced to some exteut alter inspection. _
2324. I should like to direct your attention to the reserves south-east of Inverell ? That is a large gold
field reserve. ^ *
2325. Covering a very large area of country ? Yes. _ _
2326. lias any action been taken to examine those reserves with a view to their readjustment? I only 
know, generally speaking, that efforts ha\c been made irom time to time throughout ihe Colony to reduce 
reserves as much as possible, but 1 could not say if any definite action has been taken lately about this
one.
2327. Is not tbe present practice to let those reserves on annual lease? Yes, to some extent. _
2328. Is it not hold by many authorities that these very large gold-field reserves are not required ? I
could hardly answer that. ...
2329. Has any application been made to your office to have them geologically examined with a view to' 
their reduction and readjustment? There have been applications from time to time of that nature.
2330. Is not correspondence going on between tho Department of Lands and your office at the present 
time ? I could not say.
2331. What area is included in that gold-field reserve? I should think there must be between 80,000 
and 90,000 acres.
2332. I suppose the smaller reserves going west and north-west arc camping, timber, and water reserves,,
other than stock routes ? Yes ; they are mostly travelling stock reserves. There is one forest reserve 
close to Warialda. _ _
2333. Is Warialda, Bingara, and that country within a gold-field reserve ? Bingara does not come within
tbe scope of the map. ... .
2334. Is that country included in a mineral reserve ? 1 could not say without consulting a map showing
Bingara.
2335. West of Warialda you are outside the mineral belt? Yes.
2336. Mr. O'Connor.'] You say there are 270.000 acres now available for settlement ? Yes.
2337. I understand that towards tbe end of this year, and probably early next year, there will also be a 
considerable quantity available for settlement? Tes ; I was going to mention that within tbe leasehold 
areas in 1897. there will be about 52,000 acres available for settlement tbrough the expiry of the pastoral
leases. ,
2338. Mr. Lee.] What position is that in? I hare not located it. Then in tbe year 1900 there will be
145,000 acres more within tbe same belt. I find I have the dates of expiry ou tbe map. I be lease of tbe 
pastoral bolding No. 681 expires in 1897; leasehold area No. 30 expires in 1897 ; No. 576 expires in 
1897—that is close to Moreo. _ ,
2339. Mr. Wright.] Is there any man with a longer tenure than 1897 ? Yes ; some of tbe leases are up
to 1900. . . _
2340. Vice-Chairman.] Will you mention tbe number of acres available in each period ? 52,000 acres
in 1897; 149,000 acres in 1900. That makes 201,000 acres in all. Of course that is within the 15 
miles limit. . . ,
2341. Mr. O'Connor.] Is that nearer to Inverell or Moree ? It is pretty well divided. There is a large 
leasehold No. 706, Myall Creek, which expires in 1900, and it is pretty near to Inverell. There is another 
leasehold. No. 140, close to Warialda ; and number 395 immediately south of that.
2342. Between now and the end of four years there will be about 470,000 acres available ? Yes.

Percy Searr, Esq., Principal A ssistant Engineer, Roads and Bridges Branch, Department of Public Works,
sworn, and further examined :—

P. Scan1, Esq. 2343. Mr. Soberts.] On a former occasion I questioned you as to the merits of the two lines, namely,
__p from Guyra to Inverell, and Glen Innes to Inverell ? Yes. '

24Sept.,1896. 2344. I think you said that, all things considered, you were inclined to favour a line from Glen Innes to 
Inverell ? Yes.
2345. Are you impressed with the necessity of Inverell being connected with tbe railway system of tbe 
Colony ? With the railway system somewhere, undoubtedly.
2346. You think, owing to its settled population and tbe fertility of the soil, and its undoubted suitableness- 
for wheat production, it ought to be connected with the railway system of the Colony? Yes; in some 
direction.
2347. Have you formed any opinion as to tbe connection of Inverell with Moree ? No ; only from my 
general knowledge of the country. It appears to me to be a very good scheme.
2348. Do you think it preferable to the Glen Innes-Inverell route r Yes, for this, reasonFirst of all, 
it seems to be a very much cheaper line, and can be got through more quickly ; besides that it will give the 
Inverell people access to a market which they have got to the westward, and which they have always

had.
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, Jisq.lad. I should like to say that a great deal of what they produce in Inverell could he got rid of out in ^ Scan-, 
the west. . Por that reason it would he a good line to huild. .
2349. Which is the most fertile part of the country about Inverell—to the east, west, or north? To the lsno-
vest and north that is, out towards Warialda, and then out to the uorth-west towards Boggahilla.
2350. How would the market to the west estend ? I take it that there is an unlimited market as far as 
distance goes, but as to quantity 1 could not say. Their products could he taken right out to the far 
anterior it they could make it profitable to take them there.
2351. Eight out to the Queensland border? Yes.
2352. Do you not think the traffic from Inverell, or I should say the greater part of the traffic, whether 
Inverell is connected with Moree or Glen [nnes, would be most likely to go by road to Grafton, and 
thence by sea to [Sydney:—do you think if a railway to Inverell is constructed, or even if a railway is 
constructed to Glon limes, the traffic will be drawn away from the road ; I think you will admit that a 
largo amount of traffic now goes by teams from Grafton and thence to Sydney aud vice versa ? I under
stand there is a good deal of traffic there, but what proportion of the whole it is, I could not say. Some 
information came before me a short time ago, which led mo to think that there was not so much traffic 
on the Grafton-Glen innes route as has been reported. I had that information casually some time a^o 
from one of our officers, but I cannot call to mind the figures, uor tbe occasion on which it arose, but^I 
think I could find it if I had a little time. It left the impression on my mind that there was not such a 
largo proportion going from Grafton to Glen Innes as has been reported to us.
2353. JTow' far back does it refer to ? Three or four months, I think.
2354. You gave some eousideration to the Urally. and Kentucky lines ? Yes.
2355.. But your inquiries did not lead you to prefer either of those routes to any of those I have 
mentioned ? Ko ; wo could hardly see anything in favour of those liues at all, and put them out of con
sideration very soon.
235G. Would not a line from Guyra to Inverell bo very much nearer to Sydney than a line from Glen 
Innes to Inverell ? No doubt. ’ .
2357. And the line could be constructed at less cost ? Considerably less cost.
2358. But, notwithstanding that fact, you prefer the Glen Innes route ? Yes, for the reasons stated in 
our report.
2359. On account of the land being superior ? Yes ; but one very strong point which weighed with me 
was, that wo considered the Casino and Tenterfield line would have to be constructed before many years 
wore over, and assuming that it was constructed, aud that there was much traffic to take to Inverell from 
that direction, thnt trfiflic "would have to be taken to a height of 4,500 feet nbove the sea, instead of some
thing like 3,000 feet at G-len Innes and Tenterfield, It would have to be taken to the top of Ben 
Loinondj then down again to Glen Innes, and it would be very many miles out of the way,
2300. Having been over the New England district, are you firm in your belief that a connection should 
be made with tbe coast—between the coast and tho table-land of New England ? Some dav. I do not 
think it is a very urgent matter at the present date. “
230.1. What are your views with regard to the proposal to connect Glen Junes and Grafton bv railwav ? 
I sliould like to speak with all respect to those who advocate that line, but I think it is simply a piece’of 
madness, for tho reasons which were given very plainly in our report.
23G2. ^suppose you think it is impracticable? Commercially impracticable.
23G3. That is owing to the rugged and mountainous character of the country? Yes; and there would be 
no produce to bo carried on the line between Grafton and Glen Innes. "
23G4. It would, I suppose, be entirely dependent for its traffic on the products of tbe country west of 
Glen Tunes ? That piece of line, 53 miles from Glen limes to Inverell, would have to earn the whole of 
the money on tbe 150 miles.
23G5. Do you favour the proposal to connect with tbe coast from Guyra mb Don Dorrigo :—I suppose you 
iavour it under the assumption that it is considered absolutely necessary to get to the coast ? Yes, Our 
instructions included the following :— ”

Tlie second branch of the inquiry will embrace the consideration of the question as to the best means of conncctim? 
the Lmeat .Northern railway with the proposed coast line.
Our instructions were not that we were to say which we considered was tbe best line, and which connection 
with the coast sliould be first made, but the best means of connecting the Great Northern lino with tbe 
proposed coast line, taking it for granted that the coast line was to be constructed.
23GG. Is that tbe line from the Hunter to Grafton ? Yes.
2367. Assuming that that were to be constructed, you would recommend it to go from Guyra by wav of
Don Dorrigo ? In the first instance. ’ ^
2368. During your visit to New England you went as far as Tenterfield ? Yes.
2369. And thence to Casino? Yes.
2370. Do you think a line should be made from Tenterfield to Casino, and that it should join the line at 
Lismoro ? Some day no doubt—as soon as they can find the money for it.
2371. That would be rather a big order ? I think it would. It is put down at £1,000.000.
2372. H that north coast line should not be carried out, do you think the line from Tenterfield to Casino 
is one which might be favourably considered ? Yes, I think so.
2373. If a coastal connection were deemed necessary at the present time, what route would you be inclined 
to suggest ? Tho Casino and Tenterfield line.
2374. How many miles would that be ? I think it is 86 miles from Tenterfield to Casino, and 17 miles 
from there to Lismore.
23/5. What would be the nearest shipping port? Lismore is the head of the navigation on the Eichmond. 
The ocean-going boats come up to Lismore.
2376. What draught of water is there at the entrance to the river? I suppose there will be 12 or 13 feet. 
The Tomki goes up there regularly.
2377. I suppose a steamer of 500 tons could go up there? I should think so.
2378. "Would not Byron Bay be a better shipping place than Lismore? If they make the harbour which 
was talked about. _ I understand vessels of all sizes can go there if a harbour is made.
2379. And if a line from Tenterfield to Casino were made, it would be necessary to make a harbour at 
Byron Bay ? I do not see that that follows. I do not see the necessity for a harbour at Byron Bay.
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P.Scarr.EEq. 2330. Tou tliink the Eichmond would afford all the depth of water necessary? I do not say that.
What I mean to say is this : assuming a harbour is not to be made at Byron Bay, it need not block the 

■24Sept.,]896. (~;ag-D0 an(j ]juei _
238L-2. But if the line were constructed, you would want the Byron Bay harbour ? There is no doubt it 
would be a strong argument in favour of the harbour, because it would be a fine shipping port for all
that western country. . , T
23S3. How far would Inverell be from the shipping port then? I think the new distance on the inverell 
and Grlen Innes line is 53 miles. The distance from G-len Innes to Tenterfied is 60 miles. If that he so, 

' that would be 53 plus 86 plus 17 plus 60, in all 216 miles.
23S-I:. Seeing that Inverell by way of Moree is 500 miles from Sydney, and the coast could be reached 
by way of G-len Innes and Tenterfield in 2L6 miles, would it be fair to assume that that route would be 
largely availed of bv the Inverell people ? It is only fair to assume that.
23S5. Mr. jS/mL] I suppose there is no likelihood of the proposed line being carried beyond Inverell r 
That I could not say. ,
2386. Have you any idea of any direction it might afterwards be thought advisable to carry it t ’No; not
unless it is carried on to Glen Innes. -4- nr
2387. I suppose you think that that is a very remote contingency ? I should think so, it the Moree- 
lnverell line is carried out. That, of course, is only my own idea.
2338. jlfr. Lee.] Independent of your special visit to the district in 1S90, to report upon the various rai hvay 
routes, you had a prior knowledge of the country ? Tes.
23S9. And you are well acquainted with the whole of it ? lam. .
2390. I suppose your long connection with the Eoads Branch of the Department of Public Works gives
you a complete and detailed idea of the district? Yes. Apart from my personal knowledge of the 
district, J. also obtain a good deal of information in going through the papers, and so on, in connection 
with the business of tbe Department. __ .
2391. Tou have been able to watch the progress and traffic of those districts for many years , les : it
has been my business to do that. . ,
2392. AtT: have it in evidence that the proposal to construct a line from Moree to Inverell lias been made
for the purpose of directing the traffic west of the Great Northern line to the metropolis, in lieu of any 
prospective coastal connection. That is to say, tho proper way to take the traffic is by the west via Moree, 
and not to the coast;—does your general knowledge of the district lead you to the conclusion that that is 
the proper way to take the traffic? It seems to me to he a question first of all as to the initial, expense 
of getting the traffic, and secondly whether the traffic could be worked at a cheaper rate on the steeper 
grades on the descent from the table-land to the coast. j o
2393. There would also have to be taken into consideration the reduced cost of carriage to the producers;

2391. The proposed line to Inverell via Moree will make Inverell 500 miles from Sydney, and the truck 
rates, which include all classes of trade, are £S 7s. per ton. If the drays from the Clarence can deliver
goods from there at Inverell at from £3 10s. to £4 per ton, do you think it would be possible for the rail
way to compete with them ? That is a question I hardly know how to answer. It seems plain that they
could not do it. ,
2395. If the railway could not compete with that traffic, would it lead yon to believe that that is the proper 
way to take it? Looking at it from that point of Hew only, I should say not;—that is speaking of the 
goods carried from Sydney to Inverell or vice versa. Then the question would come in whether there 
would not lie so much traffic on the way apart from the through traffic as to justify the construction of 
the line.
2396. Tou know that Glen Innes is 427 miles from Sydney? Tes.
2397. And you know that since the railway was opened the drays from the Clarence to Glen limes and 
Inverell have taken a large amount of traffic which should have gone along the Great Northern line ? 
Exactly.
2398. To the extent of £6,000 or £7,000 worth of freight per annum ? Tes. .
2399. If it is found impossible to control that coastal traffic at Glen Innes—a distance of 42/ miles—how
is it to be controlled if it has to he carried 509 miles? They might be able to carry that 509 miles at a
cheaper rate than they can work the 427 miles. ,
2400. But what if the rate is £S 7s. a ton ? They might be able to take it at a cheaper rate than that.
They might he able to land a ton of goods or a truck load of goods at Inverell via Moree at a cheaper rate 
than they could land it at Glen Innes via- the Great Northern line. _
2401. Why ? Because of the extra working expenses on the steep grades going up there.
2402. It is held by the Department that grades are not considered in working the traffic—that there is a 
certain amount set apart per mile for -working traffic irrespective of what the grade may be ? I am not a 
railwav expert, and am not intimate with these matters.
2403 Did your visit to those districts lead von to the conclusion that there should be some connection 
between the table-land of New England and the coast ? Tes; hut I do not think that it is an urgent 
matter. _ ,
2404. Did you form the conclusion that it would be a desirable thing ? Tes. . _
2405. If the proposed line were earned out, and if the north coast line were carried down tlie coast with 
no coastal connection, tbe residents of New England would be no nearer to a port than they are at the
present time ? Certainly not.
2406. And that would mean that for all time they would have to carry their produce either irom the 
extreme north, 491 miles, by the Great Northern line, or from Inverell, 509 miles ? Ves
2407. Whereas in a direct line to the coast they could go by one route by way of Tenterfield from Glen
Innes, 216 miles, and by way of Guyra and Don Dorrigo, about 150 miles? No; it is 150 miles from 
Guyra to Grafton via Don Dorrigo. .
2408. That is so; and it is 55 miles from Guyra to Inverell, making 205 miles ? Tes. _
2409. In any case, no matter which way it goes to Inverell, the people would be less than half the distance
from the port ? Tes. ^
2410. And Inverellis only one portion of New England? Tes. _
2411. The people of the main range of New England, such as Armidale, Glen Innes, and Tenterfield, are 
as much, or even more interested in getting to the coast than the people of Inverell? Tes. There is one

point
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point I should like to mention. Tou speak of the distance from Inverell to Sydney as 509 miles. Sydney, l’- Scarr, Eaij.
however, is not the nearest port. Tou pass through .Newcastle which is 100 miles, so that you would
have 409 instead of 509 miles. 24 Sept.,1898,
2412. But to all intents and purposes, Sydney is tho port for the station produce of the country, such as 
wool, tallow, hides, <fce. It is the saleroom and the port ? I presume so.
2413. If it can be shown from the figures placed befoie you that the cost of getting to the Inverell 
country is so much in excess of what it would be by going by the Great Northern line as at present, or 
hy the coast by dray, in what respect could you approve of the extension of a line from Inverell byway of 
Moree to Sydney ? I still think it is an open question, so far as my knowledge goes as to what rate the 
Railway Commissioners could afford to carry the stuff. Besides that, when you have the stuff landed 
on the northern coast you have to add to it the freight to Sydney whatever it may be.
2414. Can it not be accepted as a fact that if the carriage by rail to Inverell is 33 per cent, more than 
stuff can be conveyed from tho coast for, it is more likely to go by way of the coast than by rail ?
I presume so, if there is so much difference as that.
2415. J. presume when you were in those districts you did not go north of Tenterfield ? I went as far as 
"Wallangarra ou the railway line.
241G. Ilavo you ever been in that portion of the Tenterfield district known as "Woodenbong, Killarney,
Acacia Creek, and TulloomP No. '
2417. Are you a ware that there is some of the richest land in New South 'Wales there? I understand 
there is some good land there.
2417a-. Carrying largo forests of valuable timber ? So I understand.
2418. And arc you aware that a grade could be obtained from Tabulum via Woodenbong to Tenterfield, 
and entirely miss the Richmond Range ? I have no information on the subject.
2419 Since you made your report, tho cost of construction has been greatly reduced ? I believe so.
2420. And the construction of branch lines has, to a cor tain extent, materially altered the railway poliev— 
was tho lino from Jluvwillumbah to Lismore constructed at tho time you made your report ? It was 
being constructed when we were up there,
2421. Had you in view the importance of connecting that piece of railway with the main railway system 
of the Colony ? Tes.
2422. Were you of opinion that, as a separate railway, it could not he run with any prospect of paying ?
That was our opinion, and I think it must have been patent to everybody.
2423. 'Therefore, it would only be justifiable if ultimately made a portion of the railway system ? Tes.
2424. As a separate railway it was a mistake ? It seemed so. I may say that at the time I had very little
knowledge of it. ’
2425. Therefore it became a necessity to make a connection ? Looking at it from that point of view, and 
desiring to make the Lismore and Tweed line pay, it would have a better prospect of paying if it were 
connected with the table-land. Of course that is a matter of policy.
2426. If, as you assume, a connection will have to be made some day between the north-east coast railway
and the railway system of tho Colony, then it would naturally point to the fact that the connection should 
be made somewhere ,n the direction of Tenterfield,—I do not say at Tenterfield, but somewhere in that 
direction? Tes. ’
2427. That would be the nearest point, and the most accessible? I should say that, apart from the 
proposed north-coast railway, the Tenterfield to Casino line is a proper connection to make, for these 
reasons:—that it connects with a very rich and fertile piece of country, and it would afford, by connecting 
with the Brisbane lino at Southport, an unbroken gauge from Brisbane to Albury, if the Brisbane people 
would alter their gauge from Brisbane to Southport, a distance of 50 miles, and then about 17 or 20 miles 
from Southport to the border.
2428. But if a connection were made between the Great Northern line and the coast line at Lismore, you 
do not hold that it would follow, as a matter of course, that a harbour would have to be constructed at 
Byron Bay? No.
2429. Tliat would be a matter for subsequent consideration, when tho trade sufficiently developed to admit
of direct ocean traffic ? Tes. ”
2430. Apart from that, tho facilities offered to steamers running to the Eichmond River would be 
sufficient to meet the ordinary traffic ? At present.
2431. And, if necessary, in order to embrace the whole of the north-east districts, Grafton could be con
nected by a branch line to Casino ? Tes.
2432. Tou do not wish to convey the idea that if the connection is made, Byron Bay harbour will have to 
be made? No. The railway having been made, it will be an argument in favour of the Byron Bay 
harbour being constructed.
2433. Tou express the opinion that if the trade is brought in from Inverell to Glen Innes it will have to 
be lifted over Ihe highest point, 4,500 feet, that is Ben Lomond ? On the way to Sydney.
2434. Are you aware that it would not have to be lifted 4,500 feet? No.
2435. It would have to be lifted scarcely 1,000 feet ? 1 think it is more than that, something like 2,000
feet,
2436. Ben Lomond is 4,500 feet, and Glen Innes is 3,500, so that the lift really would be 1,000 feet?
Prom Glen Innes ; but from Inverell it would be more than that. Inverell is 2,000 feet, or thereabouts.
2437. The stiffest grade in that lift would he 1 in 40 ? So I. understand. That is the existing grade on 
tho northern line.
2438. Tou attach much value to these lifts? As I have said before, I am not a railway expert. But the 
railway people seem to attach considerable importance to them,
2139. I suppose it would matter very little whether you lifted your traffic at Ben Lomond ortho Hawkes- 
bury ? I do not know of any place about there which is anywhere near the height of Ben Lomond.
2440. The lift from the Hawkesbury to the top of the hill—7 or 8 miles—is between 600 or 700 feet, and 
the grade is 1 in 40 ? Tes, that is the grade.
2441. And you have the same grade there as on Ben Lomond ? Tes, the same grade, but not the same
height to lift. Six or 7 miles of grade would not be so had as 20, 30, or 40 miles of grade.
2442. Tou do not find 20 or 40 miles of grade together? I take it that it amounts to the same thing,- 
Tou burn the same coal, and have the same wear and tear.

2443.



1312

92 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOUJIS.

P. Smut, Esq. 2443. Have you seen anything since you made your report which would induce you to alter your opinion ?
*~n J sliould like you to keep in mind the instructions we received. We were to report on ,a connection with 

-MScpt.. 1896. proposed north coast line—not as to the best means of getting to the coast. That tied our hands 
very materially.
2444. You see no reason to alter your report at the present time ? Ko. We recommended the Hon 
Dorrigo connection as the best one under those instructions. Had we not been tied down, as far as 1 am 
concerned it might have been different.
2445. That must be observed in your examination, because it is so clear what your instructions were, 
aud no one could read them without coming to the conclusion that you wmre tied down? Yes.
2446. jlTr. O' Connor.Do you know the district between Moree anil Inverell ? Not the whole of it. I 
know Inverell fairly well, and I have been out as far ns Goondiwindi, but not to Moree.
2447. Do you know any tiling of tbe country from Guyra to Inverell? Yes; there is some very good 
land on the road.
2448. What is the distance ? Tifty-six miles. _
2440. Is it occupied at the present time ? Yes, but only sparsely. There is a good deal of farming as 
you get towards Guyra, where the land is good.
2450. Arc the people there pretty well off? It did not strike me that they were. They all seemed to be 
struggling, and I understand they are not very prosperous at the present time.
2451. Do you know the country between Inverell and Glen Innes? Yes; there is some very fine 
land there.
2452. It is fit not only for pastoral but for agricultural purposes ? Yes. _
2453. We have had some evidence to the effect that if the lino is constructed from Moree to Inverell it 
should be extended to Glen Innes ;—have you formed any opinion with respect to that extension ? I 
cannot say that I have. But it seems, looking at the matter in a broad way, that that connection would 
have to be made. I think it would be a benefit to have that connection, but then the question of 
expense comes in, whether the game is worth the candle, so to speak.
2454. I suppose you know the country well from Glen Innes to Tenterfield ? Yes.
2455. Do you know the country from Tenterfield to Lismore ? Yes.
2456. What kind of country is it? There is some fine country below the ranges—from Tabulum to 
Lismore. Of course it would be very natural to consider whether the table-lands of New England should 
be connected with the sea as hood as possible.
2457. I think you have expressed the opinion that tho construction of a line between Glen Innes and 
Grafton is to be regarded at present as a wild-cat scheme, on account of the nature of the country ? Yes ; 
and on account of the enormous expense of constructing the line.
2458. What is your opinion with regard to the construction of a line betw'een Tenterfield and Lismore to
the sea coast? I am altogether in favour of a line from Tenterfield to the coast, and have been from the 
first day I saw the country. _
2459. I believe that nature has largely endowed that portion of the Colony, and has made it available for 
settlement, and it is already thickly populated ? Yes.
2460. And it is a very prosperous district? Yes.
2461. And the seaport of Lismore is a very fair one? There is a good navigable river. TheTomki seems
to have no difficulty in going up there regularly. _
2462. Mr. Clarke.] In the report which you and Mr. Price made in IS90, you expressed a decided opinion 
as to the impracticability of a line from Glen Innes to Grafton? Yes.
2463. Do you still adhere to that opinion ? Yes ; very strongly.
2464. For -what reason? First of all, because of the enormous expense of constructing the line. If you 
made it, there would be nothing to carry upon it, so far as the intermediate country is concerned.
2465. Are you aware that a very large quantity of goods is carried by team from Grafton to Glen Innes 
and Inverell? I think the expression “ a large quantity” is a comparative term. 1 do not know what 
the total quantity would be ; but I feel pretty certain it would not be sufficient to make a railway pay 
even working expenses.
2466. I believe at the time you reported in 1890 the estimated cost was about £2,000,000 ? It was £19,000 
a mile.
2467. I believe it has been found since then that a railway could be made for half that amount ? I am 
not aware.
2468. At the conclusion of your report you stated :

' Being, therefore, convinced that soon after the completion of the Guyra to Grafton line the Tenterfield to Casino
railway must also be constructed, we are of opinion that the general interest of the whole country would he better served 
by the line from Glen Innes to Inverell than by the line from Guyra to Inverell, for the reason that Glen Innes is between 
the two points of connection with the coast.
Finally you say :

And on these grounds we found our disposition to favour—
1st, The construction of the Glen Innes to Inverell line.
2nd. The construction of the Guyra, pin Lon Dorrigo, to Grafton line.
And at a later date that from Tenterfield to Casino.

Do you still adhere to that opinion? As I informed Mr. Lee a short time ago, it is necessary to bear in 
mind tbe instructions we receive. The connection was with the proposed north coast railway line, and 
not with the coast; that makes all the difference. Our recommendation was that that was tho best way 
to connect with the proposed north coast railway. We were not asked to say which was the beet way of 
connecting with tbe coast. *
2469. You still believe in tbe construction of aline from Inverell to Glen Innes? As tbe best way of
connecting tbe northern line. _
2470. And do you approve of the proposal to construct a line from Moree to Inverell ? I must speak
with a good deal of reservation, because I am not acquainted with the country and do not know much of 
the circumstances. ....
2471. You have stated that you are not acquainted with the whole of the land in the immediate neighbour
hood of the proposed line ? Yes ; I was never at Moree.
2472. Do you think the Moree-lnverell line, if constructed, would be of benefit in getting a portion of 
the Queensland trade ? It would intercept a large traffic from the northern border. A very large

. traffic
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traffic now comes down by team through Bingara on to Tamworth, and it would intercept tbe 
that traffic.
2473. "Will not tbe Moree line, now almost completed, intercept a good deal of that traffic? 
deal of it.
2474. The proposed line would, no doubt, obtain the traffic in wool as far as the Queensland border? I 
should say so.
2475. Can you give ns any idea as to the nature of the country from Moree to Inverell ? Only as far as
Warialda. ■ '
247G What is it adapted for growing? The district as far as Warialda will grow anything. I may 
mention that I saw iu an orchard at Inverell apples, grapes, and the olive; these, of course, grow over a 
wide range of climate.
2477. Would much of the wheat find its way to Sydney over such a long distance ? I should say it would 
depend very much on the rate of carriage.
2478. From a commercial point of view, would wc he justified in spending so much money on aline which 
will eutail a loss of £2,800 per annum ? As far as the carriage of wheat is concerned, I may point out 
that the distance from Sydney to Berrigan, where they are now constructing a line almost entirely for 
the carriage of wheat, is nearly the same as from here to Inverell.
2479. Can you say whether much of the wheat grown lliere would bo required for local consumption?
At the time wc were at Inverell the farmers complained that they had a surplus which they could not get 
rid of. They also pointed out that if they had means of getting to the west they would get rid of it 
and grow a great deal more.
2480. I notice in part of your report that you refer to an extension to Bingara? Tes.
2481. This Bingara extension would run through one of the most fertile parts of the Inverell district.
Arc you aware that the Public Works Committee have recommended an extension of the railway from 
Tamworth to Manilla ? Tes. .
2482. Are you aware that at present it is not intended to carry the line further than Manilla? Tes; 
but at that time we did not assume that the Manilla line would be carried out at all. We were asked to 
report on the Manilla lino which we did to a very slight extent, and our opinion was against the con
struction of it.
2483. Tou have stated that if a line is to be constructed to tbe coast you prefer the line from Tenterfield 
to Lismore? Tes ; as a means of getting to the coast.
2484. I believe tbe navigation of the Bicbmond Liver has been very much improved of late ? Tes.
2485. As well as tbe navigation of the Clarence ? Tes.
2480. Aud the probabilities are that ultimately some portion of the produce of those districts, if the 
railway is completed either to Grafton by tbe direct route or by Guyra, and then through the Don 
Dorrigo country, will go direct from these rivers to any part of the world without coming to Sydney ?
Provided the rivers will admit ocean-going ships. *
2487. On the whole, from what you know of the district, you think the proposal to build a railway from 
Inverell to Moree should be carried out? I do not care to express a decided opinion upon it, but it seems 
to me a good project as a means of assisting the Inverell district.
2488. Still if it should be carried out it would be tho means of blocking the line to Glen Innes? I 
presume it would have that effect.
2489. And that would bo contrary to what you recommended some few years ago ? I do not say that, 
because the circumstances have altered.
2490. Mr. Wright.'] Do you not think the north should havo communication with the west and the 
interior? I think it should, hut whether the time has arrived for it is another matter.
2491. In view of your belief that ultimately there must be a coastal connection, is there any opinion in 
your report which you would like to alter? Mo ; 1 am still of tbe opinion which is expressed there, hut 
the Moree and Inverell project is entirely new, and was never spoken of at the time we were there.
2492. Tou say you do not desire to alter any portion of our report, that you believe that, sooner or later, 
there must be a coastal connection, and that you adhere to the recommendation you made ? As to con
necting with tbe north-coast line, 1 think the shortest way to put it would be this . Jf I were asked which 
was the best connection to make with the coast, I should say the Tenterfield to Lismore line.
2493. Whilst believing that the northern districts should have coastal connection, you also believe that a 
railway should be constructed from Glen Innes to Inverell P Tes; the Glen Innes line is the proper one 
to make to connect with the north coast and the northern line.
2494. I notice from your report on the Glen Innes and Grafton line that yon went over the country, but 
did not get much off the road ? It is not easy to get off it.
2495. Tou did not follow* tlie railway route at all ? Mo one could follow it when we were there.
249t>. Have you heard that considerable deviations have been made, and that tbe grade has been reduced 
from 1 to 33 to 1 in GO ? I have heard that tho grade has been very much reduced.
2497. Jf new routes have been discovered, and the grades reduced to 1 in 60, it should modify your 
hostile opinion ? Mot at all. Our opinion was formed in consequence of the nature of the country we 
passed through, and the hopelessness of getting any produce on the way to carry on the line.
2498. Tou did not follow the route ? Mo ; but we knew what it was. "
2499. AVould it be news to you that for 30 miles out of Grafton tbe railway passes through splendid 
country ? It depends upon what you mean by splendid country. I saw none.
2500. Were you on the river ? Tes.
2501. Is not that good country? Tes, along the banks of the river ; but directly you get away from the 
Clarence you get into very poor country. I do not know where the deviations referred to have been made, 
but I understand that they arc in the upper part of the line.
2502. I am told that the upper part is very good country, but I am speaking of tbe lower part ? Unless 
we can get away from the valley of tbe Mann Biver, I do not see how they can improve the country.
We climbed to the top of a very high mountain—2,500 feet high—and could see nothing but mountains.
2503. If a new route has been discovered, avoiding the bad belt of the Mann Biver, and considerably 
altering the grades, would not your opinion necessarily alter ? I should have to see it again first. All "l 
wish to adhere to is that, in my opinion, it is not possible to get through good country there. Tlie good 
country is not there to get through.

W hole of T. Scarr, Eeij.

A good2480!*-’1596-
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P. ScaiT, Eaq. 250i. "What is the country like from Tenterfield to Tabulum ? It is hilly almost throughout.
2-j05. Do you consider it first-class agricultural country F Ko.

4Sept.,1896, 2506. What is the country like from Tabulum to Casino? There is a good deal of good country from 
there. For almost the whole of the distance there is good land.
250/’. "What is it like from Casino to Lismore ? There is good country there.
2508. Do you consider it first-class country ? There is a good deal of hilly country between the two.
2509. Are there not considerable hills ? Yes.
25.10. And is not nearly the whole of the rest of the country a swamp? Hardly that; but even swamps 
are valuable. *
2511. You do not consider it good agricultural land ? I think a good deal of the swamp country could 
he made good agricultural land by drainage.
2512. Would you consider the country from Casino to Lismore good country ? There is a great deal of 
good laud between the two; hut there is also a considerable proportion of hills.
2513. Do you consider the flat land good for agriculture? A good deal of that land is fit for agriculture.
2514. I suppose yon have a general knowledge of the country between Casino and Grafton? I have 
always understood it was poor country.
2515. Did you go to Byron Bay? Yes.
2516. I suppose it is all good country from Lismore to Byron Bay, except a little nearer tho coast? Yes, 
nearly the whole of it.
2517. And you think eventually there will very likely be not one hut two connections with the coast? I 
should say so eventually.
2518. Do you think a connection with the coast via Tenterfield will he of material assistance to the Hew 
England district ? It would in enabling the people to get rid of their produce.
2519. Would it be as good as the G-uyra route via Don Dorrigo ? That would only enable them to get
to Grafton. ’ . ° J °
2520. But it would tap the railway at a very central point at Llangothlin ? Yes.
2521. That is nearly half the way on the Hew England plateau, and divides the district with the Queens
land border on the one side and tbe top of the Moonbi Bunges on the other ? About half way, I should 
say.
2522. Looking at it from that point of view, it would he a better distributing centre than Glen Innes or 
Tenterfield? Ko ; I hardly think that.
2523. If there is a considerable traffic springing up between the western portion of the Colony and the 
coast, would not a place in the centre on the northern line be better as a dep&t for this particular trade 
than one at the extreme end ? It would in one sense. I think it would tap the coast more centrally, but 
I do not think it would be likely for many years to tap the population. There would always be larger 
population on the Eichmond and the Tweed than on the rivers further down.
2524. It would tap tlie coast centrally, and would be the best place for the western trade to converge to. 
It would bring the western country nearer to the railway than any other junction ? I suppose it would.
2525. You have been on the proposed line as far as Warialda ? Yes. ■ ’
2526. Is it fairly good country ? It is some years since I was there; but as far as my recollection goes, 
there is some good country.

FRIDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER, 1896.

Jlrmnt:—
The Hon. FREDEBICK THOMAS HHMPHEEY (Ytce-Chaieman) .

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq,The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G, 
The Hon, Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq,

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Moree to Inverell.

Percy Scarr, Esq., Principal Assistant Engineer, Roads and Bridges Branch, Department of Public Works,
sworn, and further examined:—

P. Scarr, Esq. 2527. Mr. Wright.'] You have stated that tho country around Warialda is not first-class country? My 
/——\ recollection is that immediately around Warialda it is not very good.

25 S opt., 189G. .2528. Have you been north of Warialda? Yes; I went from Inverell to Goondiwindi. There is a lot 
of good country down there.
2529. I suppose you consider the laud all the way from Inverell to Warialda, with the exception of a few 
miles, is fairly good ? Yes.
2539. What is the nature of the land east of Inverell—about Eing’s Plains ? A large proportion of that 
is very good land.
2531. The whole of the laud between Glen Innes and Inverell is good P Yes.
2532. What is the nature of the country between Tingha and Ollera ? Almost worthless.
2533. And from Ollera to Guyra? There is good land there almost the whole way.
253±. With the exception of that piece of land, is there any good land between Guyra until you get to 
the Plains ? There is one fine estate—Stratten—where there is some excellent land. That is to tho south 
of Ollera,
2535. You stated in answer to Mr. Lee that nearly all the land on the surveyed route from Guyra to the

. coast is good? It is good land right down to Guy Eawkes. With the exception of 3 or 4 miles
approaching G-uy Eawkes, and then there is good land through Guy Fawkes, through the Don Dorrigo 
Scrub.
2536. What is the altitude of Guy Fawkes ? About 4,400 feet; and Coghlan’s Plain, in the Don Dorrigo, 

. is 2,200 feet.
2537. Guy Fawkes is about the same altitude as the railway line at Ben Lomond ? About.
2538. And the proposed survey is over Guy Fawkes ? Yes.

2539.
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■2539. Wtiat is the distance from G-uy Fawkes to South Grafton or CofE's Harbour ? It is about 70 miles P- Scarr, E sq. 
from Guyra to Guy Fawkes, and we estimated tbe distance from Guyra to South Grafton at 145 miles,
I understand, however, when it came to be measured it was found to be a little more. 25 Sept., 1896.
2540. Then you have to <;et down over 2,000 feet in a short distance of line ? It is not a short distance.
It is 25 miles from Guy Fawkes to tbe centre of Don Dorrigo.
2541. The difference in height between the two places you have mentioned is over 2,000 feet? Yes.
2542. And tbe distance is only short ? Yes.
2543. Would that involve steep grades ? j\s the distance is 25 miles, tbe grades should not be very steep.
2544. Have you any idea what is the length of tbe survey from the top of the bill at Gny Fawkes to tbe 
foot of tho range into tbe Don Dorrigo Scrub ? Twenty-five to 30 miles, and it is a uniform descent.
2545. You mean to say there is a steady descent from the top of the hill to Coghlan’s Plains ? Yes ; and 
then you have a pretty uniform descent to Glen Eay.
2546. Whichever route is adopted, it is patent that you have to get something like 4,000 feet above mean
water-level ? Yes. "
2547. Then the only difference in regard to the route is the question of a gradual desceut in place of an 
■abrupt one ? Yes.
2548. You think the route from Guyra to the coast offers the best natural grade ? I should hardly like 
to say that, because I do not know the various grades on the line very well; but I know there is a 
uniform descent from Guy Fawkes towards tbe coast.
2549. At tiro time you made this report had Mr. Simpson’s survey been made ? He had been through 
the country, but had not made a survey. I understand the survey has never been completed.
2550. Is it not a fact that from the top of Guy Fawkes through the Don Dorrigo Scrub the survey has 
never been made—only an exploration ? When we were there the survey had not been carried through 
the Don Dorrigo. There was a surveyor working on the ranges above the Orara, and one near Guy Fawkes.
2551. Were they working from east to west in order to form a junction ? Yes.
2552. It is quite evident that you consider this route with rather a favourable eye, and you think a survey - 
should be made ? I think it would he well worth the expenditure.
2553. 1 notice that you give it the preference over the other two routes ? Asa means of connecting 
with a coast railway, not otherwise. I might explain why I think so. If you have the coast railway 
right up to Grafton and then on to join the Lismore line you bring stuff down from the table-land, and 
the Guyra line would form the best point of junction, because you could then distribute north and south; 
but if tho coast line were not carried far north, it would not be the best connection. Assuming that the 
coast line was carried as far as CofFs Harbour, it would only he a partial connection. You would only 
he able to send stuff from the table-land to the southward.
2554. That applies almost to any of the coast lines ; you cannot get a distributing centre from the coast 
unless you have a coast railway ? That is so.
2555. 8o that in the event of the line going from TenterEeld to Casino, and thence to Lismore, it will 
supply the Richmond and Tweed Rivers, hut will not be useful for the Clarence and Macleay unless the 
coast railway is constructed ? Exactly.
2556. Have you been to CofE’s Harbour? Yes.
2557. What are your views as to the possibility of making that a good harbour? T have been told hy 
men who know something about it that it is not a good place for a harbour.
2558. Was Captain Howard there when you were there ? Yes; he was surveying.
2559. The country from Tenterfield to the coast is partially good and partially had? Yes.
2560. How would a railway from Casino to Tenterfield suit the Hew England district as a means of getting 
produce away ? The people would have a good market in the northern rivers district—the Richmond and 
the Tweed.
2561. Do yon think it is desirable in the interests of the producers on the table-lands and the coast-lands 
that a railway should be constructed from the northern table-lands to the sea-hoard? I do not think it is 
an urgent matter at the present time,
2562. Do you think it is a policy the country will eventually have to adopt in order to give facilities to 
the people to interchange their commodities with the northern settlers and vice versa? I should say so, 
especially when we get tlie northern line connected with the interior.

Edmund Lonsdale, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined:—
2563. Vice-Qhairmcmi] What electorate do you represent? Armidale. E. Lonsdale,
2564. Mr. Slack?\ What form of railway communication do you favour ? If you intend taking any ^.P.
evidence as to the coast connection, I, of course, favour the Guyra-Inverell connection, and a continua
tion from Inverell to Moree as one continuous line. The continuation, of course, could go from Sept. ,1896.
Innes all the same. I hold that for the interior of tlie country we want a railway on the eastern sea
board. The trouble is the want of a harbour. Having decided upon a port of outlet, we could go for that
port; but from my local knowledge, I would favour the Coff’s Harbour scheme.
2565. Then it is of no use deciding on a coastal railway until a port has been decided on ? Ho.
2566. You know the country ? I know the country on the Guyra route to some extent.
2567. Have you ever been through from Guyra to Grafton ? I have been from Armidale to Grafton and 
from Guyra to Armidale,
2568. Is there a good road from Armidale to Grafton ? A very fair road.
2569. Where does it connect with the Glen Innes to Grafton Road ? They never connect. They come in 
at Grafton. There is a cross-road from Hymboida to the Hewton Boyd Road junetioning somewhere 
near Buccarumbi.
2570. How do you get across the rivers ? You punt across the Hymboida,
2571. You do not cross the Orara Bridge? Ho.
2572. Does the Guyra Road run into the Armidale Road? The road goes direct from Grafton, and the 
Guyra Road comes down to Armidale. If you went direct from Guyra you would junction somewhere 
by Guy Fawkes to the main road.
2573. If that is so, is. it fair to suppose the Guyra people go to Grafton through Armidale because 
that is the best road ? They are the made roads. You descend into Armidale, and then have to rise on 
the road; but by keeping from Llangothlin you keep on the range and run down hy Guy Fawkes.

2574.
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:EEm0UMp!’ 25^ H.0W 19 it; .y011 do Ilot favour a railway from Armidale to Grafton ? Because the difficulties in 
‘ getting from Armidale to Grafton are, in my opinion, greater. A survey was made from Armidale by 

25Sopt., 189G. i'liey g0t some hundreds of feet higher, 40 or 50 miles out, than they were when they started.
’ 2575, It would appear, looking at the natural contour of the country, that the Armidale people in going

to Grafton should go through Guyra? A'o, because there is a much longer distance to go round.
2570. Do you know the Inverell eouniry ? No; but I know the country between Inverell aud Glen 
Innes.
2577. Do you think the wants of Inverell, and the fertility of the soil between Inverell and Glen Innes, 
in spite of the heavy grade, warrant the construction of a railway line ? I do not favour the construction 
of that line.
2o78, A line being constructed between Guyra and Grafton, how would you connect Inverell with the 
coast ? Tou would connect Inverell by a line from that place.
25/9. Would not the grades between Inverell and Guyra be almost as great as the grades between Inverell 
aud Glen Innes? About the same. "
25S0. Is the soil any better between Inverell and Guyra than between Inverell and Glen Innes ? No.
2581. Is it as good ? Not continuously. '
2582. Is one half of it as good ? I should say about half of it.
2583. The surveyed distance between Inverell and Glen Innes being 53 miles, and the surveyed distance 
between Inverell and Guyra being 55 miles, and there being, as is computed, between Inverell and Glen 
Innes -10 miles of excellent country, and there being, according to the statements of the surveyors, on the 
55 miles between Guyra and Inverell, only about 25 miles of good country, and you having admitted the 
grades in each case are about equal,—can you give the Committee any reason why you prefer the Guyra 
to Inverell route to the Inverell to Glen Innes route ? The junction at Glen Innes would mean coming 
over Ben Lomond, where there are heavy grades. The junction at Guyra avoids that altogether. If we 
junction at Guyra the distance from Inverell to that junction would be further,
2584. Tou mean that the extra distance to be travelled on the main line by the Inverell and Glen Innes 
route would counterbalance any other advantages to be gained? Tes. Besides you have the extra 
grade over Ben Lomond which .you avoid tho other way.
2585. Have you formed any opinion as to the advisablenoss of constructing a railway between Moree and 
Inverell ? 1 think it should he constructed. If you take tho Glen Innes route there is a difference of 
3(3 miles to Sydney, hut the traction from Inverell to Sydney, so far as I can ascertain, will ho very much 
lighter by the Invorell-Moree line than by way of Glen Innes. The cost of the line would be less, and 
there would be less interest to pay. The Commissioners would make more profit by taking goods to 
Sydney by the Moree-lnverell line than hy the Inverell-Glen Innes line. I think the western country is, 
to some extent, the market for Inverell. It would be the marker for the potato countrv about Guyra. I 
am told the Moree country will scarcely ever be a country for cultiv ation, because it has no subsoil. 
Consequently there will always he a market for Inverell produce in that directiou. I cannot see how it 
will affect the Inverell or Guyra line being made from Inverell, because if a line were made to either place 
it would, in the interests of the country, have to be continued. It appears to me that whilst this battle 
of lines is being fought, with the knowledge that tho line ought eventually to be made, it is not a wise 
thing to keep that comm unity outof railway communication with the centres of population and with their own 
natural market. The Inverell-Moree line is not in any way an antagonisticline to the two lines mentioned. 
258(3. Do you think the railway being constructed from Moree to Inverell, which would have the effect of 
increasing the amount of traffic over the main line to Sydney, it is at all likely that means of communication 
will be given to the coast, which, a suitable harbour having been discovered, would eventually, without 
doubt, have the effect of lessening the amount of traffic over the main line ? The’Commissioners might 
probably raise an objection to a line going that way, but in my opinion the Kailway Commissioners do 
not control the railway policy of the country.
2587. I suppose you are inclined to agree with me that if you connect Inverell with Moree, and afterwards 
connect Inverell with the coast, the traffic will he diverted from its basin, which is now Sydney, and will 
run in a contrary direction towards the nearest coastal port? Tes ; the people will send produce to the 
places which suit them best. If it suits them best to send it to the coastal port they will send it.
2588. I suppose you agree witli me that the construction of tlie proposed line will not afterwards prove
prejudicial to coastal connection ? I think it will not. It will, no doubt, be used as an argument; but if 
we use our common sense, I do not think it will affect us. Ton will have a stronger force behind you for 
a coastal line than you have to-day. Personally, however, I see no reason why the line should go to 
Grafton. 1 take up this position : This must be a great exporting country, and to handle your stuff over 
and over again is ridiculous. Tou must get a port somewhere which will take you out to the deep sen so 
that your stuff’can go straight to the markets. ■
2580. The railway has been a national asset, and the people of the country being necessarily interested, 
pecuniarity and otherwise, with the construction of every line, do you not "think that the construction of 
any line of railway, no matter how successful it may be, or how good its prospects, which would inevitably 
entail a lessening of the amount of traffic on some already-constructed line, and therefore a loss to the 
country—do j'ou not think that in such a connection a fact of that character must always be a strong 
argument, not only with Members of Parliament but with the people outside, against the construction of 
such a raihvav ? Tour question is this : that if one line is successful aud you huild another line to take 
the traffic away from it, would not that be an argument against that line. Of course it would. But the 
questionds, “ Is the argument one which should have any weight.” It all depends on what the new line 
may be. The argument will he used, but it all depends on whom you address it to, I cannot say whether 
it would have any weight or not, but it would not have any weight with me. I should consider the 
whole question. The running of the railway to Moree and bringing the goods to Sydney will, of course, 

i create traffic. The making of the coast line will reduce the-traffic on that line and put it on the coast 
line. . But before that is done you will have developed a much larger traffic on the other line which will 
take its place.
2590. At the same time you decrease the general volume of traffic over the main line, and carrying the 
stuff a lesser distance over a line constructed to the coast, you do not create a counterbalancing volume of 
traffic? If the argument is worth anything, it is against making a line to the coast at all, as we could 
come to Sydney or Newcastle for all time. Any line you make to a new port must take traffic from the 
main line. 2591.
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2591. But you do not consider tliat the argument is now being used in connection with a line which is 
not yet made. The argument now is with reference to the construction of a railway from Moree to 
Inverell. If you do not construct a railway from Moree to Inverell, and yon connect Inverell with the 
coast, you do not lose the traffic of the trunk lines of the Colony and the traffic to Sydney very much ; but 
if, having connected Inverell directly with Sydney, you then connected Inverell with the coast, yon 
would lose to the railway that amount ot trailic being carried from Inverell to Sydney, and you would also 
tap the country—Moree and Karrabri—and divert alt that traffic to the coast r1 The traffic from Moree to 
Inverell runs down the trank lines to-day. If the coast line were made up to Inverell first, and you then 
extended it, you must stop the proposed line at Inverell for good. The moment you extend it beyond 
that you take the traffic off the trunk line. Tho moment you take the line from Inverell to the coast you 
tahe the traffic off tlie main trunk line to Sydney. If you started from Byron Bay or (Imfton with a 
railway to Inverell. it would at once reduce the traffic on ihe main trank lino. Then if the argument is 
worth anything it is against building a hue to the coast.
2592. But is it not an argument against building a lino from Inverell to Moree? Ho; because that 
traffic comes upon the main trunk line.
2593. Tes, but if it does that it is not at the expense of the people constructing a. railway there ; it comes
there in spite of tho fact that there is no railway communication; it is taken by teams, and does not 
entail the cost of railway construction and maintenance? Under our present system, instead of the dray 
carrying it the train wilt carry it, and you will get paid for it. *
2594'. But if you construct two lines, one taking the stuff direct to Sydney by train, and all tho money 
for the carriage going into ihe pockets of the people of tho country, and if yon then construct another 
line which takes it direct to the coast, and tho goods are not carried perhaps for more than one-third of 
the distance that they would he carried if they went direct to Sydney there is a loss entailed, first in tho 
matter of railway construction, and then from the fact that revenue is lessened over the trunk line;—if 
you arc going to construct a railway to the coast would it not be better not to construct tbe Moree- 
lnverell railway at all, but to ask the Inverell people to wait until the line from Inverell to G-uyra aud 
thence to CofE’s Harbour is constructed ? Ho. ’

E. Lonsdale, 
Esq., 11. P.

25 Sept, 1896.

2595. Mr. O'Connor.] What is the character of the country between Inverell and Guyra? About one- 
half of it is good country.
259C. What is it fitted lor ? Tho good land is fitted for agriculture, and the other for grazing. Some of 
it is mining country. .
2397. Have you formed any opinion as to the desirableness of a railway between Guyra and Inverell ? I 
think it should come that way. If you can get a good port, which means that it should go by Glen Innes, 
it should go that way. With my present knowledge and information L think the line should go from 
Inverell to G-uyra and from there to CofE’s Harbour.
259S, Do you know of any harbour on tho coast from which you could send ships to the outside world? 
1 have read tho report of Captain Howard on CofE’s Harbour. He states that you can get a harbour of 
174i acres at a cost of £280,000, with a depth of water of from 30 to 5-1 feet, an entrance to it of S00 
yards, with a depth of water going in of from 5 to 9 fathoms. It appears to me that if you can get a 
harbour of that kind that is the place to go for.
2599. Do you know the country between Inverell and Glen Innes ? Hot very well, but I believe it is 
good country. *
2G00. If the line is constructed from Moree to Inverell, would you see any objection in it being continued 
to G-len Junes ? Some people talk of Byron Bay as a port. If you can get tbe best deep sea harbour 
there—and all other things being equal—it seems to me that the line should go to Glen Innes. If, 
however, as I believe, Coff’s Harbour should be selected, the line should go to G-uyra.
2501. Do you know the country to Grafton ? I know part of it—it is very rough.
2G02. Mr. Les.] How long have you resided in the Hew England district ? Thirty years.
2G03. And you aro acquainted with the continuous agitation winch has been going on for railway con
nection with the coast ? Yes.
2601. Are you of opinion that for the better development of the Hew England country it is desirable 
that traffic should be taken west of the Great Horthern line to Sydney, or should communication be given 
to some port on the coast ? If you could get a good port on the eastern seaboard by which you could "ct 
out to the open sea it should go to that port.
2G05. Are you of opinion it would bo in the interests of the country to decide the question of a port first 
before the question of coastal connection is entertained ? Yes.
2G0G. In other words you think that ought to be the base of operation for connection with the coast? Yes.
2607. I suqipose you are of opinion that an effort should be made to get a port? Yes.
2608. Yon offer no definite opinion as to where that port is likelv to bo, although personally you appear to
favour CofE's Harbour ? That is so. ^ "
2609. You say tbe country should determine on a port of shipment, and base its place of shipment 
accordingly ? Yes.
2610. lYhilst that matter is being considered, and in view of tbe proposal now before tbe Committee to 
extend the railway from Moree to Inverell, do you think it would be wise—holding the views you do— 
that that extension should be made? Yes.
2611. You arc aware, of course, that it ought to take the Inverell trade ? It will, I suppose, so far as 
it can.
2612. You know the distance from Sydney will bo 509 miles ? Yes.
2613. Do you not think that in view of tho existence of the Great Horthern line upon which there is such 
a great loss every year, an endeavour should be made to bring that traffic upon tlie existing line instead 
of taking it away from it ? Not with tbe idea of going to the coast. If you selected Coff’s Harbour the 
lino could not go to Q-len Innes. Until you select your port it appears to me you cannot govern tbe line. 
If yon made a line to Guyra, and then decided that Byron Bay should be tbe port, it would be ridiculous.
2614. Glen Innes is 422 miles from Sydney. Ever since that line was constructed the traffic by way of 
tbo coast has competed with it as far as Inverell. The estimated loss of freight to the railway is between 
£6,000 and £7,000 a year. If the railway authorities cannot control the traffic with a railway 422 miles 
long, how can they control it with a railway 509 miles long? Because the traction on that line is 
easier than on the 422 miles.

366—N 2015.
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E. Lonsdak, 2015. But the distance is long, and a rate per mile is to be charged ? That is a matter for the llailway 
Esq,, M.P. Commissioners. The traction being easier, they might afford to rim goods on that line for less money.

2616. But if we are assured that the rates nil! be truck rates—and that is a reduction on tonnage rates 
eP ’ 'and that the estimated cost of landing goods at Inverell I'is Moree from Sydney will be 8s. /d, a ton,

how are they to secure that traffic which is now going to the coast, and which they would depend 
upon as traffic for this railway ? I believe the extra speed will obtain a portion ot it.
2617. If the Inverell people can land their goods at Inverell from Sydney at £5 a ton, and can send wool
as back loading, do you think they are likely to pay £S 7s. a ton ? Ko, unless there is an advantage in 
speed. .... . ,
261S. If we are not likely to secure the trade of Inverell, what is the justification for constructing the
railway? I believe the trade which Inverell sends out west will go on the line,
2619. But there is no population out west to offer a market for what Inverell produces ? That will be 
tbeir market as far as they can use it, and the surplus produce will go south.
2620. Last year there were 75,000 bushels of wheat produced at Inverell, consequently there can be no 
market out west to consume the whole of that; having such a long distance to travel, how is it possible 
tbe Inverell people will be able to use the line ? They are bound to use it to some extent.
2621. There are other parts of the Colony, on the south and the south-west, where the wheat-growing 
lands are from 180 to 250 miles from tbe seaboard ; the country under consideration will lie 509 miles to 
seaboard, therefore the line cannot offer much attraction in the shape of drawing wheat to the metropolis.

2622. If it were the policy to bring the traffic west of the Great Korthern line to that line, it would, of 
course, be logical to bring it to the nearest point, consequently Guyra would be the nearest point to 
Svdnev; ae a matter of fact, Guyra would be 71 miles closer to Sydney than by the Moree line . f es'
2623. So far as the development of the Kcw England country is concerned, it would be a most desirable 
thing to do ? So far ns getting the stuff to Sydney is concerned, it would be best to come by Guyra.
262f. Do you not think that if Inverell were cut off altogether from the main northern line it would lose 
its intermediate market, such as Glen Innes and Armidale ? There is very little market at Armidale at
the present. . , j j ,
2625. Armidale is the capital of Kew England, and although it produces a little it purchases a deal,
and it is the largest freightage dep6t north of Tamworth? There is a larger market about Armidale and 
that district for the products of Inverell than there is Glen Innes way. _ . . -
2626. With regard to the probable passenger traffic, the passenger traffic for any portion of I^cw England, 
or to within an easy approach of Werris Oreck, could not possibly use the Inverell line? Bo one would
use that. , „
2627. If people wanted to go from Inverell to Armidale, would they go round by Moree to get tnere.
■k'0- • • o -w
262S. Therefore, there is that passenger traffic which the trains would not get? Xes. , .
2629. Supposing it costs from £1,200 to £1,300 a year more to deliver the mails at Inverell hy tram than 
it costs now to deliver them, and supposing they can he delivered three hours quicker, what then? If 
your supposition is good, I presume they would send them around by Glen Innes.
2630. Does not that point to the conclusion that tlie Moree line will not grapple with the whole of the 
traffic ? Ko line will, I do not care where you put it. The western country between Inverell and Moree 
should have some means of communication.
2631. The population of Inverell is small? Xes; hut the stations arc large. ... „
2632. Between Inverell and Moreo, there are 210 different holdings; but_ the population is very small, 
notwithstanding that the land is alienated ? I know that the population is not large; but the want of 
means of carriage has, to a large extent, caused that.
2633. Under all the circumstances, do you think it would be wise in tbe interests of the country to pro
ceed with the extension from Moree to luvorell, or to allow it to remain until the question of a coastal 
port has been determined ? We have been years in settling the question of the coastal line, and we have 
not settled it yet. Meanwhile, these people arc waiting for communication. u m x
2634. It appears pretty probable now that the point of possible connection with the coast will be ientcr- 
field, Glen Innes, or Guyra? I think so.
2635. If a line came to Glen Innes from Inverell it would be about midway between Tenterfield and

2636. L Therefore, if a line were made from Inverell to Glen Innes, it would be part of a possible future 
coastal connection ? It would have to he then. Of course, if you built the line to Glen Innes it would 
he midwav ; but if the line went from Guyra to Coff’s Harbour it would be a mistake to put it there. 
Tou would not, however, tear it up again, and you would send your inland traffic over the Ben Lomond 
line, a further distance, to get to the connection.
.2637. The onlv difference it would make would be 37 miles ? Tes. ,
2638. Therefore, it would he as near as possible midway—hut, if anything, nearer to Guyra. it it is 
desirable to bring the western trade in to tlie coast, and the coastal connection is m the dim future, 
do vou not think it would be wiser to bring that portion of tbo western trailic at once to the mam 
northern line from Inverell to Glen Innes, and thereby feed the main northern line, instead ot taking 
trade from it? If you make the line from Inverell to Moree it docs not affect the northern liue at all;
it takes the dray traffic. _ 0 w
2639. Mr. Ciarie.] Ton appear to be in favour of the line to the coast from Inverell to Guyra. les. 
‘>610 What is the nature of the country between Inverell and Guyra ? There are mining lands winch 
are not very good. Kear Ollera and Tcnterden some of the land ia agricultural and some grazing. 
Closer to Guyra it is good land. It is a mixture of good, passable, and indifferent land. _
2641. Is the population from Inverell to Guyra large ? I thiuk there is a larger population that way
than the other. . , , . .t r -d *
2612 I think it is admitted that the entrance to the Clarence is the best on the coast north ot fort 
Stephens ? lx, mav he. I know Mr. See told me they have now 18 feet on the bar, which I suppose is 
the best that can be done for Grafton; and if they can only get that it does not seem to me to be a 
port to which to take produce from the western country. I discard it altogether for that purpose.
2643. But when the improvements are completed, according to Sir John Coodc, the depth would be 
20 feet ? Even that depth will not do for ocean-going vessels. 2644-
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2644. You are aware that tho country of the'table-kud is only fit for growing cereals—wheat, oats, and 
in some cases maize—and that it will bo an advantage to the growers to get to a port on tho coast, 
whether it he ColTs Harbour, Grafton, or the liichmond ? Yes.
2645. And it will also he an advantage to the people on the coast to get their goods to the table-land in 
exchange ? I do not think there will be much exchange in that way.
2646. What is your objection to tho railway going from Glen Innes to Grafton ? As I have already said 
I discard Grafton because of its port, and I believe the country between Glen Innes and Grafton is very 
inferior. I havo travelled from Glen Innes to Glen lUlgin about 30 miles, and it is very poor country.
2647. Mr. Roberts.^ Do you think the work of connecting the table-land of New England with the coast 
should be undertaken without delay? It seems to me to be a large amount of money to spend for the 
advantage to be derived. But there is no doubt that if you can get a port and a line to it you will 
develop production to a large extent. There is a large amount of settlement taking place towards Guyra. 
A quantity of land is being cut up there for homestead lease. The land down to tho Don Dorrigo Scrub is 
magnificent laud for cultivation. 1 would not urge haste in connection with the matter. The people 
there told me that the largest amount of land upon which a man can live there is 300 acres, and they are 
cutting it up into 320-acre blocks. I am satisfied that if the line is made that way there will be a large 
amount of settlement.
264S, If the Hue were made by way of Don Dorrigo, would it not lead to the expenditure of a very large 
sum of money? Yes, over £1,000,000.
2649. Holding that opinion as to the cost, would yon feel justified in recommending the construction of 
such a line at the present? I would not go very strongly for it just now. I think it might he done in 
sections. The point of the whole question is whether you can get a good harbour.
2650. Have you formed any opinion as to which would be the best harbour to connect with the table-land? 
I am not a professional man, but my opinion is that Coff’s Harbour is the best.
2651. \Yas not a survey made some years ago from Armidale to Trial Bay ? They surveyed from both 
ends, hut hy some means the man who surveyed at one end got higher than tlie place he left, and the 
survey was discontinued. I have been told, however, that a route could be discovered to Trial Bay.
2652. You are aware that several routes have been surveyed, namely, Inverell to Glen Innes, Guyra, 
Uralla, and Kentucky, and moreover the proposal which is now before us. Of those five routes which do 
you think in the interests of the country should be adopted, that is putting aside the coastal connection 
altogether ? 1 think the Moree lino would be the best. It would give Inverell a western market, and 
of course 1 prefer the Guyra line in the event of a coastal connection.
2653. You are aware that the cost per mile of a line between Inverell and Guyra would he considerably 
more than that between Inverell and Moree? Yes, the capital cost of going to Moree would he less and 
the cost of traction would he less.
2654. You know as a matter of fact that there would be a large market to the west of Inverell for 
Inverell produce ? Yes.
2655. Do you think the construction of a line from Inverell to Moree would lead to any large amount 
of settlement ? From what I have seen there is a good deal of Government land about there, and 1 think 
it would,
2656. You certainly prefer it to the line by way of Glen Innes ? Certainly. I do not think there are 
two questions about it.
2657. Are you aware that merchandise can bo taken from Sydney to Inverell by way of Grafton and Glen 
Innes, first by sea and then hy team, at a lower rate than it can he taken from Sydney to Inverell by rail? 
Yes, and rice versa.

K, Lonsdale, 
Esq., M.P.

25 Sept., 1896.

2658. Having tliat in view, do yon think that it is likely that the hue will be made to pay ? I think so, 
I think it will develop traffic.
2659. Yicc-Ohairman.'] Is it your opinion that Inverell will be fully served for all practical purposes hy 
the construction of the line under consideration ? I think so.
2660. Are you able to say whether it would assist the movement of stock ? I should think it would ; but 
I cannot speak from personal knowledge.
2661. You are unable to say whether that would be a source of revenue to the railway ? If it assisted the 
movement of stock I suppose it would be.
2662. Assuming the line was constructed, would Inverell be served 25 miles east or midway between 
Glon Innes and Inverell? Yes ; the construction of the line would practically bring the people between 
Glen Innes and Inverell and between Glen Innes and Guyra, the one within 20 miles of railway communi
cation aud the other within 27 miles of railway communication.
2663. It would bring them within touch of railway communication? Yes.
2664. I suppose, in expressing your opinions, you have borne in mind the estimated cost of the two 
proposals-- -between Inverell and Moree less than £3,000 a mile, and between Inverell and Glen Innes 
£6,000 a mile ? Yes ; I havo taken that into consideration.
2065. But in expressing your views you have not been wholly influenced by the cost of the railway ? No. 
I may say that when giving evidenco on the Guyra and Glen Innes lines at different times I havo done so 
in tbe direction that 1 thought that the market of Inverell was out west.
2666. "When the proposed railway was not in contemplation you expressed views similar to those you have 
expressed to-day ? Yes.

TZTESDA Y,
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The IIon. KHEDERICK T; TO MAS HUMPHERY (Yice-Ch airman).
The Hon. Charles .Tames Roberts, C.M.G-. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Allred Lee, Esq. 
George Black. Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Moree to Inverell,

John Robert Smith, Esq., Tucka Tucka Station, Warialda, sworn, and examined:—
J. R. Smith, 2607. Vice-Chairman^ Do you know the district through which the proposed railway line passes? Yes. 

EM- I have been living in it for about 20 years.
26GS. Where is Tucka Tucka? It is south of Bengalla, and adjoins it.

29Sept, 1896. 2069. What is the character of the country between Moree and Inverell ? It is all grazing country from 
Moree until you get near to Inverell.
2670. Is the country between Moree and Inverell adapted for purposes other than pastoral? Ho. You 
might get little pockets along the rivers and tbe creeks upon which you might get a crop; but you can
not depe.nd on the crops. The proof of that is that we get the whole of our produce from Inverell.
2671. Have you any statement to make with regard to the proposal? Before the Moreo extension was 
constructed our wool went to Glen Innes, and we got back corn, potatoes, and things of that kind. How 
the wool goes to Moree, and the teams come back empty.
2072. Do you know the country between Inverell and Glen Innes. Only by travelling over the road.
2673. Have you any knowledge of the nature of the country ? It is grazing and agricultural country.
2674. Which country do you think is the best for agricultural purposes—the country between Moree aud
Inverell, or the countrv between Inverell and Glen Innes ? There is no doubt that the best agricultural 
land is between Inverell and Glen Innes. _
2675. Do you think the railway should be constructed between Inverell and Moree ? Most decidedly.
2676. Why ? If you made a railway from Glen Innes to Inverell, you would not have a truck of produce 
going from Inverell to Glen Innes in 12 months, simply because the Glen Innes market is always a lower 
market than that of Inverell. The Inverell market is to the west. Everything grown in Inverell goes 
west by team. They are not likely to send their produce to Glen Innes if they can get 2s. per bushel for 
their corn in Inverell. The price in Glen Innes is generally Is. 6d. That is the difference in carriage 
between the two places,—about Is. per cwt. If you load in Inverell it makes a difference in Glen Innes 
of Is. per cwt. for the stuff coming down.
2677. Supposing there are squatters or selectors at Warialda, is their only market Moree or Inverell, or 
do they go further towards Sydney ? They send their wool to Sydney, but they cannot send their pro
duce to Sydney. The carriage would kill it. Yery little produce is grown about Warialda. What 
produce there is there comes from Inverell.
2678. How docs the wool go ? From Warialda to Tamworth by team.
2679. They would not send wool to Glen Innes? Ho, it never went from Warialda to Glen Innes. It
goes by the road to Tamworth. _
2680. The meaning of that, I suppose, is that the carriers are more moderale in their demands for 
carriage than are tho Eailway Commissioners ? Ido not know tliat. The road between Warialda and 
Tamworth is, to a large extent, macadamised. The carriers live along the road, and go to Tamworth and 
get the back loading from the storekeepers.
2681. It.pays them because of the back carriage ? Yes, they get loading both ways. Yallaroi station,
40 miles from Warialda, always sends its wool to Tamworth. _ _
2652. Do you think, when the line from Harrabri to Moree is opened, tbo people will send tbeir wool to 
Tamworth by road? Ho, they will send it to Moree then. Between Moree and Harrabri there is heavy 
black soil country, and if it rains, you do not know when the teams will get to the end of their journey. 
The railway will get all that wool.
2653. Supposing a railway is constructed between Inverell and Glen Innes, do you think the wool would 
be sent to Glen Lines? No ; decidedly not. Jt is not likely to be sent all round tbo country.
2684. Then when the Moree line is opened, the people will continue to send wool by road to Tamworth ? 
The line is practically open now. The contractors are running it, and they are sending wool and every
thing else by it.
2685. Supposing a railway is constructed between Inverell and Glen Innes, do you think the selectors or 
pastoralists about Inverell or Warialda will send by the road to Tamworth, as distinguished from sending 
by rail to Glen Innes ? I do.
2686. Where is your station ? On the MacIntyre. ■
2687. How many miles from Warialda? About 66 miles, towards Boggabilla and Goondiwindi.
2688. Are you of opinion that the construction of the proposed line will be a good thing in the interests
of the country ? 1 am certain of it. If you had a railway from Inverell to Moree you would get rid
of a large amount of stock, whereas if you had a line from Inverell to Glen Innes, you would get no 
stock at all. The proof of that is in the fact that they cannot fatten enough stock up there for them
selves, except at the latter end of the year and the beginning of winter. The butchers come down our 
way, buy the stock, and distribute it about Hew England.
2689. Do you know whether there is any desire on the part of pastoralists in the district to slaughter the 
meat, freeze it, and export it for the home market? I do not know. There are freezing-works at Narrabri, 
and I suppose if they find the venture pay, the works will be extended.
2690. Is there a sufficient number of pastoralists in your district to be able to erect freezing-works, export 
the meat to Europe, and make the railway pay ? Ho,
269L Supposing you had an opening to the coast—no matter where—do you think the erection of freezing 
works for the purposes of exportation would be undertaken amongst the pastoralists? Ho.
2692. Mr, iee.j What are the adjoining stations to Tucka Tucka ? Yetman, Benall, Myall Downs, and 
Bengalla. I reckon that after you get below Benall it will be just as easy to hit the railway at Moree as 
at Warialda. 2693.
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2G93. Ts there a track across there ? Tes.
2694'. Tour nearest point, then, would be "Warialda ? Tes.
2695. Then you would have 66 miles to start with to Warialda ? Tes, instead of 120 to Moree. I may 
say you would get a lot of trucking about Warialda. There are fattening stations about there. If a man 
has 2,000 head of bullocks, perhaps only 200 or 300 would be fit to travel by road, whereas at least half 
of them would be fit to be trucked, and they would land in better condition than the stock which travels 
by road.
2696. How far is Tucka Tucka from Inverell P Ninety-four miles.
2697. And it is a greater distance from your station to Tiivcroll than it is to Moree ? No ; it is more 
from my place to Moree; but still, by going into Moree, 1 get out of going into that bleak country about 
Newr England.

J. R. Smith, 
Esq.

29 Sept., 1896.

2698. Which way do you go with your stuff to Tamworth ? By way of Manilla.
2699. Supposing a line were constructed, what prospect of freight would there be other than wool and 
live stock ? Tou would get the whole of the farmers’ produce from Inverell, and you would give tbe 
Inverell people a market west. The Mungundi and St. George people get some of their produce from 
Warwick', and some from Inverell. It depends on the teams which are running.
2700. How far is it from Goondiwindi to Warwick ? About 150 miles.
2701. How far is it from Goondiwindi to Inverell ? 120 miles.
2702. So far as your district is concerned, rich as it is for pasture, there is not much prospect of agri
culture? No ; the land is good enough, but the seasons are too uncertain.
2703. Is there any tendency for pastoral properties to go out of wool? I think they are more likely to 
go into wool.
2704. As yon know, wool is the great freight for. a railway, and the Committee would like to know what 
is the general tendency in thnt part of the country ? All the stations aro going in for sheep.
2705. What is the prospect of future settlement down there ,—is there any valuable land ? I think it is 
pretty well taken up. There are some reserves which, I think, are going to be cut open.
2706. You are in the Central Division ? Tes.
2707. And the land is very largely secured there ? Yes.
2708. And there is not much room for future small settlement? No, all the best land is gone.
2709. Therefore, what that part of the country is to-day it is likely to be in twenty years’ time, so far as 
settlement is concerned ; but so far as the getting of your produce to market, and the taking advantage 
of Sydney and other markets is concerned, you think the extension of the line from Inverell to Moree 
would assist you ? Yes, far better than by going the other way.
2710. Because you would have to travel a long distance the other way ? It would not matter if it were a 
shorter distance, because the country the other way is sour.
2711. Tou are aware that Inverell produces a large quantity of wheat and hay? Tes; and I am also 
aware that they supply all the country about my way with flour. It all comes from Inverell. The 
season before last the people were supplied with Newcastle flour, but that was owing to the failure of tbe 
season.
2712. But, in a general way, the produce of Inverell is considerably larger than can possibly be consumed 
in tho immediate district ? Tes, a long way.
2713. 3 suppose you look upon Inverell as the best agricultural district in New England ? Decidedly.
2714. And there are great possibilities there ? Tes, if they had good farmers.
2715. After supplying the western market, how would they get their surplus produce to market? They 
would not have any; the west and the north-west would consume it all, because they would come into 
Narrabri.
2716. Would they not then be brought into direct opposition with Tamworth ? Tamworth could not 
compete with them. It is not as good a district as the Inverell district. Then there is the railway 
carnage from Tamworth to Narrabri. They have to fetch the stuff to Werris Greek, and then go up the 
other line.
2717. Supposing the luverell people wished to get their produce to the Sydney market, would they not 
be prohibited by the length of the line ? No doubt that would handicap them.
2718. Tou will be aware that, if tho line is constructed, it will be the longest in tho Colony; con
sequently, if the Inverell people wish to get their surplus stuff to Sydney, they will havo an extremely long 
distance to travel ? But they could never bring their stuff to Sydney to compete with the stuff which is 
grown on the Clarence, the Richmond, and other places. They could send it from Warwick to Brisbane 
and knock them out of the Sydney market, because Warwick beats them by 10 to 1.
2719. In the growth of wheat and maize? Tes.
2720. I believe they can produce maize cheaper in Warwick than any other part of tbe Colony ? I 
have bought tip-top maize from the storekeepers in Warwick for 6d. a bushel.
2721. Mr. O'Connor.'] When was that? Three years ago. As a rule, it is seldom over lOd. or Is. At 
the end of tbe summer you can get it for nothing. They will give you a bonus to take it away.
2722. Mr. Lee.] Do you know Warialda ? Yes.
2723. What is your opinion as to the advisablcness of carrying tho line into Wanalda ? I would not think 
of such a thing unless it were the cheapest and best way to run it, Warialda is a little place, and it is 
“ Coogee Bay country" all round the town.
2724. Have you any opinion to offer as to the route which has been surveyed between Inverell and 
Moree ? No, although I was talking to the Chairman of the Baud Board about it the other day. My 
idea would have been to have brought the line out north across the Gil Gil, then to have shot up and 
gone through Tulloona and Blue Nobby. The Chairman of tho Land Board, however, said that that 
would increase the length of the lino by 27 miles.
2725. What is the distance from Moree to the Gil Gil? Twenty-five miles. I proposed to continue the 
Moree line 25 miles north-east, and from that point to go through Tulloona.
2726. By taking that route you would avoid Warialda altogether ? Tes ; you would leave it about 35 
miles to the south.
2727. But you would go through tho very heart of the producing country ? You would go through the
heart of the best country. Another thing is this : from Moree the Mungundi Hoad comes into the road 
about 25 miles north of Moree, so that there would be a junction there. Instead of coming to Moree, 
they would touch the main Moree-lnverell line. 2728.
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J. R Smith, 2728. That is to say, they would touch the present survey, and thence go on to Moree P Tes.
2729, Is^the country of such a nature that a direct route could bo obtained ? I do not know.

29Sept. 189G. ^bad is the country like along the line you are describing? It would traverse the parishes of
’ Bullooroo, King, Ardgowan, Paramellowa, Yaekobe, Eales, and Hadleigh.

2731. Then it would hit the original survey at 361 miles ? Tes.
2732. Or as near as possible half-way ? Tes.
2733. But it would he considerably south of Warialda ? Tes,
2731. Supposing a more direct route than the present survey cannot be obtained, do yon think it would 
be advisable, in the interests of the country, to adopt the one proposed rather than none at all ? I should 
thiuk so.
2735. Mr. Clarke.] I suppose yon are aware of the nature of the country between Moree and Inverell ? 
Tes.
2736. What traffic would be likely to use the proposed line in order to bring produce to Sydney, with the 
exception of wool and cattle ? Sheep and wool. I do not think there would be any produce coming that 
way. I should think the produce at Inverell would stop at Moreo.
2737. Is there a market at Moree, and north-west of Moree, for tho produce likely to be grown there? 
Tes, I am certain there is.
2738. In that case there would not be much freight for the railway, except between Inverell and Moree ? 
Not so far as produce is concerned. Some of it might, in dry seasons, come to Narrabri.
2739. Hitherto the wool north of the proposed line has come to Tamworth via Bingara, Barraba, and 
Manilla? Tes.
2740. Aro you aware that the Committee have sanctioned the construction of a railway from Tamworth to 
Manilla ? No, although I saw something about it in the newspapers.
2741. In the event of that line being constructed, will some of the wool between the proposed line and 
Warialda go down to Manilla or to Moree ? I think it will go to Moree, because it is the shortest route.
2742. And the produce of the country, north aud north-west, as far as the Queensland border, would 
still como to Moree ? Tes, aud from over the border too.
2743. Tou do not approve of the construction of a railway from Inverell to Glen Innes ? No.
2744. Why ? Because I am certain it will never pay for grease.
2745. Is there no good land along that rente ? There is fair land along it; but what are they going to do 
with their stuff when they grow it ? It will not pay the people to send their stuff upon the line to G-len 
Innes, because the G-len Innes market is always a cheaper market than that of Inverell. Ail the produce 
grown there goes west.
2746. In the event, at some future time, of a railway being constructed to the coast, either by way of 
G-uyra, Grafton, or Tenterfield, would it be fair to shut out the people who wish to go from Inverell and 
G-len Lines to the coast with produce ? I know they get a lot of goods at G-len Innes from Sydney, by 
team, cheaper than by rail. Salt and iron, for instance, are transhipped at Grafton.
2747. Will they continue to do that if the proposed line is constructed;—will they be able to carry their 
produce cheaper from Grafton and Inverell by team, even if the railway is constructed from Moree to 
Inverell ? Of course. The railway from Inverell will make no difference to that part of the country at 
all. The tilings they get at Glen Innes, such as iron, salt, and wire, arc sent by steamer to Grafton, and 
aro carried cheaper by team to Glen Innes than they would be carried by rail to Glen Innes from 
Sydney.
£748. In view of the fact that the proposed line to Inverell will he the longest in the Colony from 
Sydney, do you think there will be much traffic upon it, with the exception of wool and stock ? No; it 
would not pay to send produce to town. They can get a price for it up there, and they could not compete 
with the stuff which is grown on the rivers.
2749. Is it not necessary in the public interest that there should bo an interchange of products between 
the table-land and the coast, and vice versa? That depends on what the produce can be carried for. 
People will always get it where it is best and cheapest.
2750. Mr. Roberts,] What is the extent of your holding ? 65,000 acres.
2751. Is it all leasehold? No, most of it is freehold.
2752. What proportion is freehold ? About one-half.
2753. Do you coniine yourself to the breeding of cattle ? No ; I buy stores and fatten them, and I also
breed racehorses. *
2754. If the proposed railway were constructed, would you be a large customer to it ? If I could sell 
locally I would go to New England. We generally get the same price there as at Sydney at this time of 
the year; but.after Christmas we have no sale in New England. Then we should send to the Sydney 
market. ] daresay I could enter into a contract to rake 150 trucks a year, if the rates were favourable, 
and if tho Department of Railways would allow me 10 per cent, discount.
2755. What would you send? Cattle.
2756. To whore do you send your cattle now ? At this time of tho year I send nearly all to New England; 
afterwards I send to Sydney. There are two buyers—Messrs. Onus and Baker—who have the whole of 
tho trade in their hands, aud the cattle go to them, and they distribute them. They buy 600 and 1,000 at 
a time, and take them up in lots of 200. Wo generally give them three weeks or a month in which to 
lift 200 head. They take them up and distribute them among the butchers about Emmaville, Glen Innes, 
Inverell, and the little towns.
2757. You sell in large lots, and the buyers supply the small butchers? Yes.
2758. Mill the proposed line go through any part of your property? No ; it will not go within 60
miles of it. “
2759. I suppose "Warialda would be your nearest railway station? Tes.
2760. Would large quantities of stock be sent from Warialda to Sydney? It all depends on the price 
stock are fetching in Sydney ; hut I should say that 600 or 700 trucks a year would be a small estimate. 
Tou can fatten a lot of cattle which would never stand the trip by road, but they would he plenty good 
enough to put into trucks.
2761. I suppose that at the present time the stock go to Tamworth ? As a rule, we travel them rightin ; 
it is very seldom we truck. Otherwise Bieeza or Quirindi would be the place to truck them.
2762. But how about other graziers who have large flocks of sheep ? They would truck at Breeza or

Quirmdi.
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Quirindi. About "Warialda there is G-ragin, which is a fattening run, Eeedy Creek, Coolati, and Gundi- J' Eg5Slmth’
windi. Yallaroi would send to Moree under any circumstances. Blue Nobby, Yetman, Tucka Tucka, ^__ ^
and Benall would use the Warialda station for trucking. Of course, if the line is not made in that ggg^^gcig. 
direction, they will go to Moree.
2763. Have you any land under cultivation ? I have about 35 acres, which I use for home consumption.
2761. Is the land out there suitable for tbe production of cereals? In good seasons black soil will grow 
anything ; but you cannot depend on tbe seasons. In the river bends yon can always depend on a crop.
2765. Do yon favour tbo construction of tbe proposed line? I favour it, because it will give the Inverell
people a chance of getting tbeir produce to Moree, and it will give tlie people west of Moree a chance of 
getting produce at Moree. I’ormerly, when tbe wool went to Glen Innes from Inverell, we could get our 
produce and corn as back loading; but now the wool will not go that way. If you want corn from 
Inverell you have to get teams, which hare to return empty. _
2766. Is there a large market for Inverell produce to the west ? Yes, they do not grow anything out
there at all—it is not agricultural land. Of course, in good seasons, out onr way they food nothing; but 
in bad seasons they have to feed their working and team-horses. ^
2767. If tbe line is constructed, do you think it will lead to increased settlement along it? I do not 
know that it will lead to much increased settlement, because tbe country up there is pretty well settled.
2768. Have vou any knowledge of tbo holders of tbe land between Moree and Inverell? Yes.
2769. Have yon ever heard the question of giving tlie land required for railway purposes discussed? No.
2770. Do you know whether tbe people would be likely to give the land ? I could not tell you,
2771. Mr. Wright."] Are you a wool grower ? No. _
2772. As a rule, cattle raisers are not great patronisers of railways? Excepting for tlie purpose of sending 
fat cattle to market.
2773. They do not consume anything like tbe amount of stores which sheep producers consume ? No.
2774. I think you stated that wool from Yallaroi and Yetman’s which formerly went to Tamworth would 
still go to Tamworth, if a lino were constructed from Inverell to Glen Innes ? Yes.
2775. Do you know the rate of road-carriage between Yallaroi and Tamworth ? About 4s. 3d. per cwt.
2776. "What is the rate for wool between Tamworth and Sydney ? I could not tell you.
2777. Do you Ihink they would pay £4 os. a ton for the carriage of wool to Tamworth if the railway were 
constructed ? You forget that you have to get your wool from Yallaroi, in order to get it on the railway, 
and they would charge just as much to take it from Yallaroi to Inverell as from Yallaroi to Tamworth.
2778. How far is Gragin from Inverell? About 30 miles.
2779. And it is about 40 miles from Inverell to Glen Innes ? Yes.
2780. Do you know that wool is carried from Gragin to Inverell at the present time for 30s. a ton ? It 
is pretty cheap if it is. I never heard of it being done for that price.
2781. Do you know that Pindarry wool—Pindarry being 40 miles from Inverell—is taken from the 
station to Grafton for £2 10s. a ton ? No railway can compete against those prices.
2782. If a railway is constructed between Inverell and Glen Innes, will it not secure all the wool from 
Myall Creek, Keedy Crock, Yallaroi, Yetman, and all that country? I do not think so.
2783. To where would they send it? Moree. ^
2784. Why ? Because it is a shorter distance. I know they are cutting a road now at their own expense 
from Yallaroi to Moree.
2785. What is the distance ? Forty-one miles. ,
2786. And how far is it from Yallaroi to Inverell? About 70 or 75 miles,
2737. Would that apply to Myall Creek aud Eeedy Creek ? No. Eeedy Creel: is near Inverell.
2788. And where is Gragin? It is between Warialda and Inverell.
2789. And nearly the whole of these stations would send their wool to Inverell ? I daresay yon would 
get the Eeedy Creek and Gragin produce there.
2790. And the Myall Creek produce ? No, it would be better for them to send to Moree.
2791. How far is it from Moree to Myall Creek ? About 60 miles.
2792. And how far to Inverell ? A little shorter, I think. _ *
2793. What docs it cost you a ton to get stores from Sydney to the station ? I can tell you what it costs 
to get them from Glen Innes to the station—about 4s, a cwt.
2794. Is not that a high rate ? Sometimes it is cheaper—3s. Gd., hut never under.
2795. What distance is your place from 'Warialda ? About 64 miles. • ^ _
2795. So that if the line is constructed, you will, at any rate, ho within 70 miles of a railway station ?
Yes.
2797. And what would it cost you to get your produce over that 70 miles ? About 2s. per cwt., I expect.
If you could got it by a man who was bringing wool back, it would be cheaper.
2798. I think you have stated that a good deal of goods are brought in from Glen Innes and on to
Inverell, via Grafton, in opposition to the railway ? No ; I said there was a good deal of heavy stuff. .
2799. ’You are wrong in your assumption. Iron and salt go by rail. Groceries, oilmen’s stores, draperies 
and hardware, go via Grafton. The people in Glen Junes and Inverell give the Eailway Commissioners 
the benefit of carrying the cheap stuff; hut the other stuff is taken hy way of Grafton ? I know that I 
wrote to Mr. Utr, two months ago about some iron and salt, and he told mo lie could supply me with it 
cheaper than I could get it hy railway, because he got it up by tho coast.
2800. I think he got one consignment of salt and iron very cheaply; hut as a rule salt and iron are more 
cheaply carried by rail than are grocers' and oilmen’s stores, and hardware. I suppose you know that a 
great deal of goods arc conveyed from Grafton to Glen Innes and Inverell ? I have always been under 
that impression.
2801. Tho distance between Glen Innes and Sydney, hy rail, is 420 miles? Yes.
2802. The distance from Sydney to Inverell by the proposed line will he 509 miles ? Yes. _
2803. If Inverell can, at the present time, get goods via Grafton hy road, cheaper than by railway, is the 
inference possible that they will get them still cheaper when they have nearly 150 additional miles of railway 
carriage ? They would get them by the cheapest way, no doubt.
2804. Jf the Eailway Commissioners cannot carry goods 420 miles to compete against Grafton, will they 
he able to carry them 509 miles ? The distance would he 460 miles. You have to add the distance 
between Inverell and Glen Innes.

2805.
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J. Ti. SmitL, 2805. Asa matter of fact we know that at Glen Innes itself, where the railway runs, the railway is eaten 
■“'“‘I’ up by the teams on the Grafton road; and is not the inference very strong that the same thing will occur 

w"en railway is constructed from Inverell to Moree. We have it in evidence that freight can be 
] ‘ landed in Inverell from Sydney, via Grafton, for £4 10s. a ton. The railway charge to Glen. Innes, is,

at the present time. £5 a ton, truck rate. If they are going to charge the same to Inverell—and they 
can scarcely charge less—will not the competition by teams he as active as it is now ? I should tliink so.
2806. Would it be correct to state that it is proposed to construct the line round by Moree for the 
purpose of enabling the Inverell farmers to scud their wheat to Sydney ? IS'o : I do not think they can 
afford to send wheat to Sydney by rail, unless the Railway Commissioners carry it for nothing.
2807. Xou have stated that Invei'cll’s great market is in the north-west? Yes.
2808. Of course, they cannot cross into Queensland ? But they do; any quantity of them cross into 
Queensland.
2809. Notwithstanding the fact that they can produce stuff on the Downs for nothing ? notwithstanding 
that; because they get tlie back carriage.
2810. The wool does not come across this way now? Yes, it does.
2811. With £2 10s. a ton duty ? Yes ; and the Railway Commissioners pay it for them.
2812. Do yon know that of your own knowledge ? That is what I am told.
2813. What if the Railway Commissioners deny it? Then I believe the Eailway Commissioners.
2814. Can you give the Committee any idea as to the population west and north-west of Inverell which is 
likely to be served by the proposed line ? no : but I should imagine that you could obtain the information 
from the electoral rolls.
2815. Yon are aware that Inverell has an immense area of valuable wheat-growing land ? Yes.
2816. If the railway causes tho occupation of those lands, is there a population west and north which 
would consume the produce? If they put it all into wheat, I have no doubt the supply would be greater' 
than the demand.
2817. Three years ago, when Inverell produced a very heavy crop of wheat, it nearly all went to Glen 
limes ; therefore tliat, to a certain extent, combats your argument that their great market is in the west. 
On the east of Inverell we have Glen Innes, Armidale, Tamworth, and all the population of the northern 
line of railways? But the Tamworth people grow more than they can consume themselves.
2818. As a rule, the great market of producers is not in the sparsely, but in the thickly-populated country ? 
Yes.
2819. On the North, from the Macleay to the Richmond River, we have a population of between 80,000 
and 100,000 souls, and they cannot grow one bushel of wheat. Would it be possible for the wheat-producers 
around Inverell to send their wheat to the coast to feed those people? No; I think you could get 
Adelaide wheat cheaper. They can land Adelaide wheat in Brisbane more cheaply than they can bring it 
from the Downs and land it in Brisbane.
2820. But. if the proposed railway is constructed, will it open the great wheat lands of Inverell, and 
enable the producers to send wheat to the metropolitan market ? I do not think they can do that.
2821. Therefore you think their only available market is north and north-west of Inverell ? Yes,
2822. Having supplied that market and their own wants, their consumption is stopped ? I should think 
so. I should think the carriage would kill them for anywhere else.
2823. And you do not think there is any hope of their successfully catering for the trade towards the 
northern sea-ports? No, I think the only market Inverell has got is west.
2824. Do you think it is fair that the people where you reside, and in tho northern and north-western 
country, should he, for all time, compelled to drag their produce to Sydney in preference to taking it by a 
more direct route to tlie seaboard ? No, I think it would benefit them to get down in the cheapest way.
2825. You are aware that in other colonies they have not one port alone, but a number of railways 
running inland from the coast ? Tes.
2826. Do you not think that that would be a good policy fo adopt in this Colony ? There is no doubt 
it would scatter the traffic.
2827. Erom your place you would he about 200 miles, if the railway were constructed to th'e seaboard ?
Yes. ^ . . . . .
2828. You believe in the general principle that the settlers on the soil sliould he offered tbe most direct
and cheapest means of communication to a market which the Government can give them ? Of course, 
the cheaper a man can get to market the greater profit to him. .
2829. Mr, Black.] With regard to the consumption of Inverell wheat in Glen Innes—are you not aware 
that the Inverell climate is more suitable to tlie growth of wheat than the climate on the higher levels ? 
No, I am not. 1 think they grow just as good wheat about Glon Innes as they do about Inverell. There 
is good farming land about Glen limes, hut Inverell is “the pick”.
2830. Is the Warwick maize, which you were speaking about, as good as the maize grown about New

' England ? Yes.
283]. Is it not inclined to ho weevily? No; the land about Warwick is very high, and the Queensland 
Government have hecn cutting up tremendous tracts of country,
2832. Do you know Paramellowa? Yes, it is a small town.
2833. Is there any good country about it ? There may be a little along the river frontage.
2834. I mean good countrv for grazing or agriculture ? It is grazing country, eseeptiug little bits along 
the river frontage, where they can cultivate.
2835. I suppose it is not a place of sufficient importance for the divergence of the line ? No, I think 
there are only three houses in it.
2836. You say you think the construction of the lino will not encourage population ? I do not think so.
2837. YAu are of opinion, then, that it is not likehr to divert any land now used for grazing to agri
culture ? Ido not think it is.
2838. Is that because the land is more suitable for grazing than for agriculture ? Yes ; it is not agri
cultural land. You might get one good season in three or four if you tried it, but that would not pay.
2839. I suppose it is the climate and not the land which is objectionable ? It is the climate. The rain 
does not come at the right time.
2840. It is not sufficiently regular? No ; the black soil wants a tremendous lot of rain—twice or three 
times as much again as the red loamv soil.

2841.
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2841. You are speaking of the land between Moreo and Inverell? Yes, between Moree and Warialda. and J- 
towards Inverell. The nearer you get to Inverell it becomes more loamy.
2842. The black soil is inclined to harden on the top? Yes, and it cracks; if you could put water on 293^ 
black soil you could grow anything.
2843. Then, no matter how good the soil may be, the climate is not suitable for agricultural purposes ? No.
2844. Do you know the bore at Moree ? Yes.
2845. What kind of water is there ? It is good water, although sulphurous.
2846. Is it inclined to bo alkaline ? I do not think so. It is rather peculiar to taste, but the stock will 
drink it readily.
2847. You do not anticipate any excess of population between Moree and Warialda on account of the 
construction of a railway ? Nothing worth mentioning.
2848. There may, however, be some increase of population between Warialda and Inverell, or even beyond 
Inverell ? Yes; no doubt there will be at Inverell.
2849. Then, the railway commends itself to you more on account of present prospects rather than on 
any future development? Yes.
2850. Vice-Chairman.'} Do you think the proposed line between Inverell and Moree is likely to be largely 
used for the removal of stock ? Yes.
2851. Sheep as well as cattle? Yes.
2852. Do you not think they will travel by road to Moree or to Glen Innes ? They will never go to 
Glen Innes to be trucked to New England.
2853. Assuming there is a connection between Inverell and Glen Lines, would fat stock be sent to 
Inverell to be tracked to Sydney ? No, never.
2854. What if the connection were made between Moree and Inverell ? Fat stock would be trucked.
2855. Mr. O'Connor.} If a railway be constructed from Inverell to Moree, will it not encourage settle- ’
ment? A little; but all the laud which is any good is pretty well alienated. ,
285G. But it would offer facilities for settlement ? Yes; but I do not think it would improve it. I do 
not think any more people would be settled there.
2857. In the event of the line being constructed between Inverell and Moree, would it not induce 
settlement, and if it did, and there were a larger product in the country than would be locally- 
consumed, would it pay to bring it to tbe Sydney market? Not by railway, although that, of course, 
depends on the railway charges. If the railway brings it down for next to nothing it will pay, but it will 
not pay at the present rates.

Edward Bellingham Brice, Esq., M. Inst. C.E., Assistant Engineer, Department of Public Works, sworn,
and examined:—

2858. Vice-Chairman,} Along with Mr. Scarr, you made an inspection of the country through which the E. B.
proposed railway will pass, and on to the coast? Wc made an inspection between Glen Innes and Inverell, Ei _ 
and out as far as Barraba. ’ Inst
2859. But not between Inverell and Moreo ? No; we went as far as Bingara and Barraba.
28C0. And to tbe north of Warialda? No. 29Scpt
2SG1. Then you arc not familiar with any portion of tho country between Inverell and Moreo, either north 
or south ? I have been over the first 20 or 30 miles out from Inverell. We drove out from Inverell in 
different directions, but 1 do not know Moree, nor any of tho country about there.
2862. Mr. Scarr and yourself made a joint report? Yes. I may state tliat Mr. Scarr went up to Warialda 
and Moree before I joined him.
2863. Did you accompany him ? No. We went together to Bingara and Barraba, and came down by 
way of Manilla.
2864. Did you visit the coast together? Yes.
2865. Will you bHedy state what portion of the coast line you inspected? We inspected a line from 
Tenterfield to Casino, a line from Glen Innes to Grafton, and a lino from G nyra to South Grafton, through 
the Don Dorrigo Scrub. We went over five different lines between the Great Northern railway and 
Inverell.
2866. Have yon recently read your joint report? 1 read some of it.
2867. Do you wish to add anything to it ? No.
2868. Are the views you then expressed still held hy you? Yes; of course that country has altered a good 
deal in the last 6 years.
2869. In what way? There is a little more settlement, and it seems to be going ahead, I think the views 
expressed then are the same as I hold to-day. I still think there is a great want of communication between 
the Great Northern line and the coast.
2870. Have you given any consideration to the proposal before the Committee to connect Inverell witli 
Moree by rail? Yes.
2871. Do you think that is the best connection which can be made to give Inverell communication with
tho railway system ? 1 do not think so. I still think the railway ought to go to Glen Innes.
2872. Will you state your reasons for thinking the connection sliould be made with Glen Innes in 
preference to Moree? I think the market for all that district is with the coast, and that a connection 
with Glen innes is one link in it. If connection is made with Glon Tunes, 1 have no doubt a connection 
will be made some day from Tenterfield to Casino, or from Guyra to South Grafton, and then the people 
of Inverell would get an outlet to the sea.
2873. Assuming that the object is to give Inverell connection with one of our railway systems—tho 
northern or the north-western system—and that the coast railway is not at present under consideration, 
which do you think would be the bettor connection ? Glen Junes.
2874. That is without regard to the cost? Yes ; I think it would be more useful to Inverell.
2875. "Why ? I think the Inverell people will waut to communicate with Queensland more or less.
There is the traffic towards Queensland, and with Armidale in that direction.
2876. And you think tho Glen Lines route would afford greater facilities than tho Moree route? I think 
so. Of course tlie line being made from Narrabri to Moree is something in favour of the proposed line 
being constructed ; but that was not proposed to be conslruefed when wc made our joint report.

366—0 - % 2877.
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®- Prieu, 2877. In view of tbe line having been conslrucfer] to Moree, are you disposed to modify the views yoii 
M Tnet C E exPresse^ with regard to the Grlen Innes connection ? ]STo ; I still think the connection with Glen Innes 

' _ ' would he more useful to the Invcrell people than tho connection with Moree, It is a very roundabout
29Sept. 1896. waI ^or Pf:0P'e to travel from Inverell to Sydney. They turn a sharper angle than a right angle. I have 

’ " no doubt, from the Railway Commissioners’ point of view, it is a better line, and it has easy grades. They
could carry heavy loads more cheaply. You would not have to go up the heavy grades which you would 
have on the Glen Innes line. I do not know whether the Railway Commissioners make any allowance for 
that in the rates they propose to strike. t
2878. You are aware that the rate of carriage from the coast to Inverell, by steamer and team, is much
lower than it is by mil ? Yes; when we made inquiries we obtained evidence to that effect. _ _
2879. So that, from a commercial point of view, neither the Moree nor the Glen Innes connection is 
likely to show earnings sufficient to pay interest on the cost of the railway and the cost of maintenance? 
I do not quite agree with that evidence. TVe went into the matter very fully. '
2880. Tell mo where you differ ? If a line is made to Glen Innes I do not think the carriers will carry 
the whole way to Inverell. They might carry from Grafton to Glen Innes and put their goods on the 
railway. I do not see how it would pay them to carry them tho other 45 miles by road.
2881. The evidence before us shows that the cost of carriage from Sydney to Grafton, and Grafton to 
Inverell, would he about £4 10s. a ton, against about £8 by rail? Those are the ordinary rates.

' 2882. Why do you think a connection between Glen Innes and Inverell will Lad to a reduction of the
cost by rail ? X think the carriers would discharge goods there unless they were going beyond Inverell. 
If they were going a good distance beyond Inverell, it would not pay them to off-load at the railway. If 
they were bringing stores to a storekeeper at Inverell, it would he cheaper to land them at Glen Innes, 
and let them go on by rail. _
2883. Do you think they could be carried for less by rail than by steamer and team ? If the carrier 
brought them from Grafton to Glen Innes, and then put them on the railway, I think it would be cheaper 
than bringing them the whole way through by team, unless the carrier had again to take them off the 
railway waggon at Inverell, and bring them to a station 20 miles away.
2884. Have you considered the matter during the past six years ? No. _
2885. In point of fact, you are not prepared to give the Committee any information not contained in your
and Mr. Searr’s joint report ? No. I know we were satisfied, when wc made inquiries, that if tho 
railway were constructed to Glen Innes the Inverell farmers could send wheat to Sydney at a profit, but 
in that vear wheat was at a high rate. We made out that they could send it to Sydney for under Gd. a 
bushel. Wheat was so high that year that it would have paid them to do so. The Railway Commissioners 
were then carrying it at Gd. a bushel. _
2886. You are of opinion that the ordinary price of wheat would he insufficient to cover a charge of Gd. ? 
I think it would be this year. It was 4s. Gd. a bushel then—exceptionally high. 1 think there was a

, failure in the Argentine wheat at that time. I think, if the line were made from Moree to Inverell, the
people would be rather inclined to take the coach from Invcrell to Glen Innes. They would certainly go 

■ that way if they wanted to get to Armidale.
2887. Mr. iee.] You found Inverell to be the largest centre west of the Great Northern line ? Yes.

‘ 2888. The largest producing centre and the largest population ? Yes. _ _ _
2889. Consequently, in connection with railway extension, it is a place which will have to receive some
consideration? I certainly think it ought to be connected with the railway. _
2890. That being the case, did it occur to you, when you were reporting, that as the Great Northern line 
was already constructed, and that it offered a close and ready connection, it would be the best means of 
facilitating the transit of produce to market ? Yes ; the question submitted to us was “ What is the best 
connection from the Great Northern line to Inverell.”
2891. And, amongst other routes, yon had to inquire as to the Inverell to Glen Innes, tho Inverell to 
Guyra, the Inverell to Cralla, and the Inverell to Kentucky routes ? Yes.
2892. The Uralla and Kentucky routes you practically abandoned? Yes.
2893. You considered the question of connection with the Great Northern line ? Yes.
2894. That was the dominating question with wdiich you had to deal ? Yes. _
2895. And after taking distances into consideration, you came to the conclusion that the most suitable 
point in every way was Glen Innes? Yes; and I may mention that since then the lino has been altered 
and improved. It was since our report was made that the line was re-surveyed and the grades reduced from 
1 in 40 to 1 in 60. The cost of the line was also considerably reduced.
2896. And since then the cost of carrying grain on the line has also been considerably reduced ? 1 do
not think that it has been reduced since then. It was whilst we were there that the notices were put up 
at tho railway station bringing it down to Gd per bushel.
2897. You based your calculations on the new rates ? Yes ; about 17s. a ton, I think it was.
2838. Of course if you had had the question of tho construction of a line from Moree to Inverell to 
consider at that time you would have made a report upon it? Yes ; hut it was not submitted to us at all. 

• 2899. As far as the matter which was referred to you was concerned, you had no hesitation in coming to
tho conclusion that the point of connection ought to ho between Inverell, and Glen Innes ? For a long 
time we were undecided as to which was the better connection—Guyra or Glen Innes—and the amount of 
good land on tho connection with Glen Innes turned the scale.

WEDNESDAY,
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gresTnl;—

The Hon. PREDEBICK THOMAS HUMPHERY (Yice-Chairman).
Tho Hon. Charms James Roberts, C.M.G-. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henrt Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lide, Esq. 
Georse Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus "Weight, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Moree to Inverell.

William Alexander Manning, Esq., Solicitor, Parramatta, sworn, and examined
2900. Vice- Chairman^] How long were you residing at Grafton ? Six years. _ W. A.
2901. Mr. Lce.l How long is it since you left the Grafton district? Eight or nine months. ^ _ Mining,
2902. Are you acquainted with the nature of the proposal before the Committee, which has for its object EaT
the extension of a line of railway from Moree to Inverell, with the object of carrying the traffic west of
the Great Northern railway, and in lieu of any coastal connections ? Yes. "’
2903. Prom what point of view do you desire to give evidence ? I want to explain that from my know
ledge of the country, and the people and its needs, the proposed line, and the way of carrying the traffic,
will not be of material use to the people served,
2904. You mean the people at Inverell, and in that vicinity ? Yes,
2905. What has led you to adopt that conclusion? My personal knowledge of the district, and the routes 
in which its traffic runs.
2906. Are you of opinion that the portion of the New England country known as Inverell, should have 
railway connection ? Most certainly.
2907. And with what point ? Erom the coast, _ _
2908. You think its natural outlet for its produce, and for the receipt of supplies and return is by way of 
the northern coast ? Certainly,
2909. Do you confine yourself to any particular port on the coast ? I confine myself to the Clarence or 
CofE’s Harbour—one or the other. I do not think it is very material which, although the shortest route 
is to Grafton, and therefore it will give the least haulage.
2910. Do yon think any ports outside those two should he taken into consideration in connection with a 
coastal extension? I am quite sure that further north than that would not he nearly so serviceable. I 
am not so well acquainted with the possible connection at the Maeleay, which, I believe, has been mooted.
I have never been on that route ; but I know the other route.
2911. You know the north-eastern railway from Murwillumbah to Lismore? Yes.
2912. Do you discard the port of the Richmond, or possibly Byron Bay ? Entirely.
2913. Why ? It is too far, I think. You have to drag your produce fifty or sixty miles further north, only 
to bring it back again down south. Your haulage is doubled by that means. Assuming that Sydney is the 
ultimate depot for the produce to be hauled, the further you go north tho loss service you do to the interior.
2914. Have you been over the road from Grafton to Glen Innes ? Yes, several times. *
2915. Are you aware of its difficult nature for railway construction ? No, I am not.
2916. Do you consider it to he a good route? I am quite sure of it.
2917. Erom what point of View ? There is no difficulty whatever in it, except in ascending the mountains.
All the rest is very simple work. There arc a few miles of heavy work in it in the same way as there was 
between Penrith and Katoomba. _
2918. But is there not a succession of mountains from the dip of the table-land to the coast until you get in 
the vicinity of the Clarence River ? Nothing of the sort. It follows the river track mainly the whole of 
the way.
2919. Then the surveys must be wrong? I do not say the whole way, because it has to get into two or 
three different water-sheds, but they all trend tho same way. The foot of the mountain—what was 
called the Big Hill, and now called Lord Hampden Hill, I believe—is SO miles from Grafton, and 1 believe 
it is not more than 1,000 feet above tho sea. Therefore, you have not much height to rise in SO miles.
2920. Have you had an opportunity of examining the surveys ? No.
2921. Supposing the surveys show that which is contrary to what you have stated ? I know the country 
it passes through. I know it is impossible to say that up to that point there is any great difficulty. Up 
to this moment 1 have never heard that there was any great difficulty, except in regard to the mountains.
2922. Your opinion has been formed without any reference to detailed surveys ? I am not a surveyor.
2923. But it has been surveyed more than once? Yes. It is not that part which has ever caused the 
surveyors any trouble. The part which has caused the surveyors trouble is from the 80-mile end up to 
the tableland.
2924. What is tho settlement on the lino ? There is not very much.
2925. In fact, there is no land to settle upon ? The land along the route is not particularly good.
2926. It may do very well for pastoral, hut not for agricultural, purposes ? Yes.
2927. Do you know Coff’s Harbour? Yes.
2928. Are you personally acquainted with it? Yes.
2929. What are the possibilities of converting it into a harbour for ocean-going vessels ? I can give . 
you the generally received opinion, namely, that it is only a matter of money to make it one of tho best 
ports on the coast.
2930. Anything can be done, from an engineering point of view, with plenty of money? But you have 
so many natural advantages there. You have two or three main islands right in the front to assist you 
in your work.
2931. But would it not require a very large expenditure of money to make it a convenient and safe 
harbour? I suppose so. I do not know much about the cost of breakwaters; but I do not think the 
cost of the breakwater works at Coffs Harbour would be materially greater than that in other parts.
2932. Where—in this Colony? Yes. For instance, the Wollongong works, which have been constructed 
for coal purposes, must bo very nearly as costly. The breakwaters at tho Clarence, I am sure, have cost 
more money than those at Coff’s Harbour would require.
2933. Coff’s Harbour, at the present time, is in a state of nature ? Yes. 2934.
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A. 2934, And if it were necessary to make a port there, a very large expenditure of money would be required
in6i inasmuch, as everything would have to be done? It is a partial port already. There is a fine jetty there,

and shipping is continually carried on. .
1896,2!)35- ■For smatl steamers ? Vessels up to 23 feet of water.

' 2936. Alongside the jetty ? Yes; right alongside.
2937. Approachable in all weathers? In all weathers, except the severest.
2938. Compare that with the entrance to the Clarence at the present time; is not the Clarence a very 
much better port at present ? Very much,
2939. Supposing it became a choice betwmen Coff s Harbour and the Clarence, would not the weight be in 
favour of the Clarence ? Certainly, for harbour purposes.
2940. Therefore, if it were necessary to extend the line to Coff’s Harbour or to the Clarence, it would ho 
better to take it to the Clarence ? That is the direct route, and it is the route to the best port. The 
reason I put CoS’s Harbour in the running is, because the line would run through such splendid country. 
If you go to Coff's Harbour all the arguments you would use against the Grlen Innes-G-rafton line are 
done away with, because you would have to go through such splendid country.
2941. That would be from Guyra via the Hon Dorrigo Scrub? Yes, tbe Don Dorrigo and Orara Scrubs, 
which are of as fine land as can be found in the Colony.
2942. If a line were extended from Guyra to Coif's Harbour, then, so far as offering a convenient outlet 
for the produce of tho Clarence to the table-land of Hew England is concerned, it would be of no value at 
all ? Yes ; because tho Coffs' Harbour country is part of the Clarence.
2943. But tbe bulk of the produce is raised on tbe Clarence Itiver? Yes. You want to know a great deal 
about the way the surveys run to assist you in the matter. The only survey winch has been considered to he 
really good and feasible comes off the table-land by a spur, which is half way between both places—about 
30 miles from Grafton, and 25 miles from Coff's Harbour. That is the survey which has been accepted 
as the best so far known to pierce the Dorrigo, and to bring the produce down by that route through good

^ country. ]f that be used, it comes to a point cqui-distant from either port, and then diverges like a. T 
piece. I explain that so that you cannot think that Grafton is out of the running with the Coil’s 
Harbour line.
2944'. But the more direct route to Coff’s Harbour would be by way of Guyra ? It comes to the same point.
2945. But it is shorter, and more direct ? It is longer than the Grafton and Glen Innos line.
2946. ̂ It is longer to Grafton, but not longer to the point you speak of? It is 25 miles further as against 
40 miles. Even so, it is shorter to that point to bring it to Grafton. I understand that tho total length of 
the line through Guyra lias been put down at about 140 or 150 miles, whereas the Grafton-Glon Innes 
line is 110 miles. It you add an extra 25 to your 110 miles, you still have a lessor length than 140 miles.
2947. Anyhow if you wanted to get to Coff’s Harbour pure and simple from the nearest point on the 
Great Northern line, Guyra would be the nearest point? Yes.
2948. It only happens to be that the survey from Glen Innes to Grafton is the best known route in that 
direction, if it could he taken direct from Glen Innes to Grafton it would bo very much shorter ? Yes. 
Tho surveyed line from Glen Innes to Grafton is 110 miles. The surveyed line from Guyra to Coff’s 
Harbour is about 150 miles. I know the line from Grafton to Glen Innes is the shortest line.
2949. Grafton via Nowton-Boyd to Glen Innes is 102 miles? Yes.
2950. Guyra via Don Dorrigo Scrub to South Grafton is 145 miles ? That is exactly the same distance 
to Coff’s Harbour, because it touches a point of deviation half way between Grafton and Coff’s Harbour.
2951. But tlie survey you arc speaking of was not completed at the time Messrs. Scan- and Price’s report 
was made in 1890 ? That was the survey upon which that report was made. The distance from Guyra 
to Grafton if reported as 145 miles is the same distance as from Guyra to CofE’s Harbour. The lino 
strikes a point of equal distance between both places, and there is no shorter way yet found to Coff's 
Harbour, because the country will not allow it.
2952. At that time the connection between the Grafton-Guyra line and Coff's Harbour had not been 
explored ? Yes; it had, and so far they have not found any thing better than the line Mr. Scarr reported upon.
2953. Hare you been over the tract between Tentcrfield and Casino ? No.
2954. Yon have no doubt heard that there is a lot of excellent country between those two points ? Yes.
2955. Have you ever heard of that country lying to the north of the surveyed line deviating, say at Sandi- 
lands, and going north from there to Tooloom, Acacia Creek and that country ? Yes.
2956. Are you aware that there is an area of country there equal in every respect to the land on the Don 
Dorrigo, both in regard to its quality and its forest of timber? I should imagine that the extent is 
greater, but I believe it is grazing country.
2957. No, it is first-class land? It is first-class station countrv,
2958. I am speaking now not of the whole portion, but of the land which would be suitable for agriculture, 
and which is largely settled upon about Acacia Creek and Tooloom ? That is near to the Queensland border.
2959. Lying between there and Casino ? Tooloom is partly in Queensland.
2960. Although you speak so favourably of the Don Dorrigo and Coff’s Harbour lino, you do so because 
you happen to have a personal knowledge of it ? Yes.
2961. At the same time you are prepared to admit there may be equally as good country at the other 
end ? I should imagine so.
2902. You are aware that there has been large dray traffic between Grafton, Glen Innes, and Invcrell for 
some years—in point of fact, ever since the line was opened to Glen Innes ? Ycs.
2963. And that tho opening of the line to Glen Innes has never been able to secure tho whole of the 
traffic to the north ? Yes.
2964. They have always had a competitor in the teams from the coast ? Yes; I have seen thorn myself.
2965. If the line were to start from Glen Innes and go round by Moree, and thence by Narrabri to 
Sydney, which would he the longest length of line in the Colony, do you think it would have the effect of 
securing the whole of the Inverell traffic ? No.
2966. "Why ? Because the bullock teams would always compete with the line.
2967. In point of freight? Yes.
2968. Therefore you think that will not secure the traffic now being lost to the Great Northern line? 
Certainly not.
2969. If a connection were made the other way—from Inverell to Glen Innes—do you think that would
have the effect of securing it for the railway ? As far as Glen Innes it would. 2970.



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—RAILWAY FROM MOREE TO INVERELL, 109

2970. Do you think any extension from Inverell to Glen Times would secure the Inverell trade to the 
railway ? Certainly, for that length of line to Glen Innes.
2971. Do you wish to convey the idea that they would use the railway as far as Glen Innes. and then 
tranship to drays ? Yes.
2972. Once on the railway trucks ? Yes ; they would take them oft' and send them down the mountains. 
They can get them from that point by railway and steamer cheaper than you can carry to Sydney by the line.
2973. Then there would he no justification in extending the lino even from Invcrell to Glen Innes* unless it 
were decided to continue it 1o the coast ? That is a matter of policy. It is commonly held that the lino 
must go down once it is joined with Glen Innes. TV hat yon want to know is whether or not that line as 
at present proposed, being an extension of the Narrabri line, will secure nil the Inverell trade as against the 
trade which now goes to Grafton, and I say it will not.
2974. And on the other hand, if brought from Inverell to Glen Innes, you think it would part company 
with its trade at that point ? A good deal of it. Plenty of people when once the goods are on the truck 
would rather let them remain there. At any rate, along that section of tho hue—the non-paying section— 
the common opinion is that if the trade wore carried by a line to Glen Innes, the teams would be able to 
compete successfully with tbe line from Glen Innes to Sydney as they do now.
29/5. You think that between Glen Innes and the coast the same amount of traffic will continue to go on 
as it goes on now ? I do.
2970. Then it becomes an open question as to whether tho Inverell traffic would be diverted at that point 
and go there, too? Undoubtedly, you would get the use of the line into Glen Innes ; and I have no doubt 
you would get a large increase of trade to bo carried down, but you would also lose some.
2977. I take it that your opinion is that a lino should be constructed from Inverell to Grafton ? I have 
not tho slightest doubt about it, It is a national line, and it should bo constructed.
2978. Supposing it is decided that a lino shall not be taken from Glen Junes to the coast, but that it.shall 
go from Guyra to CofE’s Harbour, or from Tenterfieldto Casino, would that affect your ideas of connection 
between Inverell and Glen Innos ? No. The connection from Inverell to Glen Innes should bo made no 
matter which of those lines is constructed, because it is the nearest possible route for the Invcrell produce 
to get upon tbe line.
2979. whether you go north, and start down the hill from Tonterfield to Casino, or whether you go 
straight ahead down the hill to Grafton, or whether you go south again and get oil it at Guyra, and go to 
CofE’s Harbour, it is equally the same thing—that is to say, you consider that is fhc most central part, 
and, therefore, will be the most desirable point to which to bring the western traffic to tho Great Northern 
railway ? Yes. In the interests of tho western people themselves.
2980. Then in the event of coastal connection being made in the future from any other points north or 
south, or at Glen Innes, that line would equally serve you P Yes.
2981. Do you think the prospective traffic between the coast, from any point, and the table-lands of New 
England, will be sufficient to justify a coastal connection within the next twenty-five years ? Yes ; but 
whether you. ever bring a line to the coast or not, you ought to connect tho Inverell country with Glen 
Innes, as it is the nearest point of haulage.
2982. Your opinion, no matter what the coastal connection may be, is that the western Iraffic should he 
brought upon the Great Northern line at the point which you believe to be the most suitable, and'that 
is Glen Innes? That is what 1 believe.
2983. And if it is attempted to take the traffic west of Glen Innes, by way of Moree to Sydney, it will be a
mistake? I believe so. "
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2984. Is the district of Grafton and the Clarence, generally, increasing in importance? It is at any rate
holding its own. ”
2985. Hut the products of that country have been materially increasing of late years by the estab’isbment
of butter factories ? Yes; they are likely to bring about a very large trade. *
2989. And tbe production of sugar is also very large on the rivers ? Yes, it has been; but for the last two 
or three years there has been a great deal of frost to contend with.
2987. ' Have you considered the question of tho connection by way of Inverell and Guyra? Yes,
incidentally 1 have, I know a little of the country, having been through parts of it. I have been through 
the Tingha country, which will be partly pierced by the connection. °
2988. Do you favour that connection ? 1 would not like to pass an opinion upon it, because I do not
know the nature of the country sufficiently. I have already said I think the Glen Innes connection 
better, because of the cheaper haulage and shorter distance. *
2989. But as a matter of fact, it will be a longer distance to Sydney ? A. little longer.
2990. But under a system of extremely low rates for grain, a difference of 30 miles will not prove a bar ? 
I should think not.
2901. Do you think it is a wise policy in the interests of the country to bring the western traffic to the 
Great Northern line with a view' of making the Groat Northern line pay better than it is paying, rather 
than constructing lines to take traffiemway from it? The answer to that is that if the lines have been 
constructed in wrong places we must suffer for it. The lines should have gone to the coast.
2992. But wo must deal with them as we find them. The Northern line was made for the express 
purpose of going to the metropolis of Queensland ; it is now' said that from Tamworth to the border it is a 
non-paying line ; having that in view', wmuld it bo in the interests of the country to construct a line which 
would still further take the traffic away from it, such, for instance, as the Invcrell to Moree line ? If tho 
construction of that line will have a tendency to decrease the traffic on the existing line, you certainly 
ought to consider that as a bar to it, because your duty is to construct lines which will increase vour 
present traffic on existing lines, and it is an undoubted fact that a line constructed to Glen Innos will do so.
2993. Once having brought the traffic of the west to the Great Northern line at that point, would it not have 
the opportunity ot going south to its market, and going north, if necessary, to the Queensland market, 
or in the future going to the coast? Yes; that is the great merit of the Glen Inncs-lnverell connection!
2994. But if that connection is not made between Glen Innes and Inverell, J. presume that trade cannot
he expected ? I'imagine so. I do not think, if you take it round by Moreo, it will make any material 
difference to tbe Glen Innes trade. '
2995. As things at present exist, the produce of the country is placed on drays and sent from Inverell, via 
Glen Innes, to the coast ? Yes.

2996.
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2996. Consequently the return loading is brought by the same route. Tour argument is that, so long as 
there is a gap left between Grlen Innes and Inverell, the same sort of thing will go on? Yes; notwith-

__ standing the present railway construction.
30Sept., 1896. 2997. Mr. Ciarhe^] I understand you approve of a line from Glen Innes to the coast? I do.

2998. Is the land from Glen Innes, until you get within a short distance of Grafton, of a very inferior 
quality ? It is ordinary grazing country—not very good.
2999. Is there much settlement there ? Hot a great deal.
8000. The distance from Glen Innes to Grafton is about 102 miles ? One hundred and ten by the road, 
and 112 by the surveyed line. .
3001. And from Guyra, through the Don Dorrigo country, to Coff’s Harbour it is, I believe, about the 
same distance? It is more—over 140 miles.
3002. What is the distance from Coff’s Harbour to Grafton ? About 65 miles.
3003. T think you have stated that the land by that route is of much better quality than the land between 
Glen Innes and Grafton ? Yes.
3004. Is there much settlement on that route ? There is a good deal of settlement. It wants opening. 
It is dense scrub, and requires a great deal of labour before you can get a return from it.
3005. You refer to the Don Dorrigo Scrub, and the Ofara Scrub? Yes.
3006. It is suited for growing anything? Anything in the world. .
3007. Are the lower parts suitable for growing sugar? Yes : sugar is grown there now, also magnificent 
maize.
3008. Is it much of a dairying country ? Yes; you could not beat it if you once got it cleared.
3009. Do you know anything of the country on the table-land between Moree and Inverell ? A little of 
it. I have not been all the way to Moree, but I have been round Inverell a good deal.
3010. Are you aware that the Hallway Commissioners do not intend to carry the line further than Invcrell, 
and that there will be a break of 40 miles on which it is not intended to carryout the railway construction 
to Glen Innes;—do you think that will be advantageous to tbe country at large? No ; I think it would 
be very improper to leave that country in its present state.
3011. You think that portion should be constructed even if that proposal is carried out? Quite apart 
from this inquiry it ought to be done.
3012. Do you know the rate of carriage by drays from Grafton to Inverell ? No.
3013. It has been stated by some of the witnesses that it is £4 10s. a ton, and that the cost of carriage 
from Sydney by water is 15s. a ton? That may be. 1 know that the round freight by sea and team is 
cheaper to Glen Innes than it is by rail.
3014. Then, if a railway is constructed from Glen Innes to Grafton, would the carriage by drays be able 
to compete with tho railway ? No ; they would never dream of competing with the railway.
3015. Would the carriage of goods be less than it would be by rail? No; the railway can carry much 
more cheaply than the team can on the mountain line.
3016. Some of those who have given evidence say to the contrary ;—they say that even if the railway is con
structed, it cannot compete with dray carriage ? 1 have never heard that argument advanced against that 
route.
30T7. You think, then, it would he desirable to have the line from the coast—either from Grafton to Glen 
Innes, or from Guyra to Coff’s Harbour, and thence to Grafton, or from Tenterfield to Casino;—you 
think a line from one of these places is necessary ? Prom one or other. I am very much opposed to the 
Tenteriield connection, because it will play so much into the hands of Queensland. It will practically 
annex our northern territory to Queensland. The w'bole of the country north of the Eichmond would 
practically become Queensland territory.
3018. Is there much produce now going from the table-land to Queensland—I refer to hay, bran, wheat, 
chaff, and flour ? I do not think so. Glen Innes does not grow anything; it is Inverell which grows it all.
3019. J suppose it grows something ? Not very much : it is too cold, and the land is comparatively poor.
3020. But there would be an interchange of commodities from the coast to the table-land, and from the 
table-land to the coast ? Materially so. There would also be a great increase of population, and an 
interchange of climate for health resort.
302], I suppose you are aware that the harbour at the mouth of the Clarence River is much improved, 
compared with what it was a few years ago? Yes.
3022. What depth of water is there on the bar now ? I think if is never less than about 18 feet. I have
been over it several times, and it has always been that or more. • .
3023. I suppose that when the improvements are completed there will be a depth of about 20 feet ? If 
they carry out the breakwaters, it is probable that they will deepen it still more.
3024. Coff’s Harbour, I believe, is an open roadstead? Yes; with two small islands—natural break
waters—in the front of it.
3025. If a breakwater were constructed from one island to the other, would it be a safe port? Yes.
3026. Would it be equal to the entrance to the Clarence ? It would not have the size. Of course, 
nature’s harbour is better than man's harbour.
3027. I suppose it would experience the effects of tho easterly winds ? Yes; of course in easterly
weather no breakwater could keep the harbour smooth. ^

1 3028. Jfr.-Rcftcr/a.] How Jong were you resident at Grafton? Six years.
3029. Then you are familiar with the wishes of the people in that locality ? Yes.
3030. Is there a strong desire on their part for connection with the table-land of New England? Very
3031. And you think, in the interests of the public, such connection should be made? 1 think so,
3932. Have you been to Inverell ? Yes.
3033. Are you well acquainted with the surrounding districts of Inverell? Pretty well.
3034. Do you happen to know that there is a large market for Inverell produce to the west of that town ? 
There may be.
3035. Do you think an error would he committed if aline were constructed between Inverell and Moree? 
As a section of the existing line, I think it would be an error. As a section of the line from the coast 
to Inverell, 1 think it would be a very good thing.
3036. Believing there is a large market for Inverell produce to the west of Inverell, do you think it 
would be a mistake to connect those two points by railway ? If I could believe that there is this large 
opening for the Inverell produce, I would say it would be a good thing; but I doubt there being that

. opening,
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opening, because tbe two countries are of the same nature, and their produce is also of the same nature.
I doubt that there is any material opening for the Invcrell produce westward. There is a large opening 
for it where you can get an exchange; but there is no exchange. Moree is practically a portion of 
the Invcrell district; it is not radically difierent country. 30Sopt 1896
3037. Do you think the money which would be expended in the construction of the line could be better , ’’ '
expended by connecting Inverell and Glen Inues ? I do—very much belter.
3038. In arriving at that decision, have you taken into consideration the expenditure of money which would 
he necessafy to connect Inverell with Glen Innes, and compared it with the necessary expenditure to con
nect Moreo and Inverell? I believe that the Moree line is much cheaper.
3039. In round figures the one which cost £3,000 per mile and tho other—Inverell to Glen Innes—£6,000 
per mile—having those figures before you, would you be inclined to modify your opinion? Certainly not. 
j do not care what the expenditure is, you ought to connect Invcrell with Glen Innes, and not the 
further west. Inverell wants to come east—never to go west.
3040. Do you not think that the cost is a matter for serious consideration? I do not think so if one is 
materially better thau tbe other.
3011. But where is the stale to get its return from for the expenditure of its capital? It will get a better 
return out of the £0,000 per mile than out of the £3,000 per mile, if you have the money to lay out. If 
you are a capitalist possessing sufficient money to lay out £6,000, it is better to lay out that amount for 
its return, than to lay out £3,000 for its proportionately less return.
30-12. Are you making that statement after having gone into figures, as to tho probable Iraffic and the 
interest which would be derived? I have not gone into any figures on the subject. I base my views upon 
ihe knowledge that Inverell wants to come to the cast; to go first of all north to Queensland, secondly to 
go south towards ^Newcastle and Sydney, and thirdly, whenever she can, to go east to tho sea. Those are 
her three natural directions. She does not want to go westward at all, and she will not go westward to 
any material extent, so as to give you a profitable investment.
3013, Assuming for the moment that your suggestion were adopted, and a line were constructed from 
Inverell to Glen Innes, do you think that without further delay the line should be taken, say to Grafton?
Yes, in the interests of the western country.
3044. Irrespective of what it may cost ? Yes, within reason,
3015. Mr. Black.'] Do I understand you to say the summit of the Big Hill is only 1,000 feet above sea- 
Icvel ? The bottom of it.
3040. Therefore there could not have been anv great rise between Grafton and the bottom of the Big 
Hill? No. “
3017. Is it not possible there might have been two or three mountains between ? But there arc not.
30-18. How often have you travelled there ? I have been up and down three times in my own buggy.
3049. "Would you call the Buckarumbi Bange a considerable ascent ? Yes, it you had to go over it.; hut 
you have not to go over it.
3050. Does not the road take you over it ? Yes, but the railway would not.
3051. Are you quite sure ;—would it not have to pass over some portion of it ? Yes, portion of it; but 
it would skirt it. It would more closely follow the trend of the waters. The existing survey never went 
near the Buckarumbi Range. It is only under the new suggestions that the Buckarumbi Range will bo 
skirted.
3052. The foot of the Big Hill being 1,000 feet above sea level, and Glen Innes being 3,518 feet above 
sea level, and the distance between places from Glen Innes and the foot of the hill being 32£- miles, that 
means between the foot of the hill and Glen limes there is an asccut of 2,518 feet? Yes.
3053. Along a distance of 32f- miles ? Yes.
3051. Do you not think that that is a considerable item in the way of an ascent ? It is nothing to your 
rise on the Blue Mountains. It is no heavier than what has been done.
3055. Do you think the circumstances in.the two cases are precisely similar—that of the construction of
a railway over the Blue Mountains, and the construction of a railway from Grafton to G Ion Innes ? The 
physical and geographical conditions are the same. *
3056. Hut I refer to the circumstances which demand the construction of the railway ? 1 think so. 1
think that the circumstances are precisely the same, because you have as good if not a better country at 
the back of the proposed route of railway thau you have at the back of tbe Blue Mountains. "
3057. The difference appears to me to be this—that it might be possible to get to the coast from the 
Great Northern railway by some easier route, but I do not know that it would be possible to gob across 
the Blue Mountains without making a considerable deviation ? I do not know whether there are any 
further routes. It is possible some other might be found; but if you know tho average height of the New 
England Range, and if you have to go off it to the sea level, you know in the rough what you have to do.
3058. Have yon stated that you Imagine a line from Glen Innes to Grafton is likely to pa}- ? A Grafton 
and Glen Lines section itself would never pay, hut an Inverell section would be the making of it.
3059. Do you think there will be sufficient traffic between Inverell and Grafton to make it pay ? I am 
sure of it.
3060. "Within what time ? To give them time to open the country, say, four or five years. It is only a
sheep-walk now, and it is all capable of growing wheat from end to end—that is from Glen Innes 
outwards. .
3061. I thought you said it was poor country ? It is poor country as far as Glen Innes. Onco you get 
beyond Glen Innes you begin to get upon the table-land and the western slopes, and they are rich 
enough to justify tho railway. It is the Inverell end and the Clarence end which justify the construction 
of the connecting line, although the intermediate country is not up to the mark.
3062. You surely would not compare the country, say from Mulligan’s to the top of the Big Hill, with the 
land say 5 miles west of the Big Hill into Glen Innes ? No.
3063. Do you not think the land around Glen Innes towards the Big Hill is very superior to the other ?
It is.
3061. You do not think the construction of the railway is likely to promote settlement on tho valley 
country between Mulligan’s and the Big Hill ? I do not think it will very much. Those who know, say 
there are some fine belts of country to the north, but 1 have not been on it, and I do not know.
3065. Do you think there is anything in the idea of some people that there are likely to be large 
metalliferous discoveries there ? It seems to me that they are gradually getting on to good reefing work.

‘ It

W. A. 
Manning, 

Esq.
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W. A. Jt ig quite evident that Dalmorton must eventually become a raining centre—when they have had enough 
Manning, experience and capital upon it,

30G6. Vice-Ohairman.'] Did I understand you, in answer to Mr. Black, to say that, in your opinion, the 
30Sept 1896 eaTnin£s between Glen Junes and Inverell would meet the interest upon the cost, and the maintenance 

1 ' of the line after four or five years right through between Grafton and Inverell ? 1 think so.
' 30G7. Have you any idea of the probable cost of the line between Grafton and Inverell? I think the 

estimates have been overrated. I suppose it would cost £1,500,000.
3068. £1,500,000 at 4 per cent, would, in round figures, mean £60,000 a year for interest alone;—would 
there be any probability of the earnings of the line paying interest as well as working expenses ? I am 
quite sure that if you can populate the Inverell country sufficiently by means of that railway it will pay 
all that, and more.
3069. Assuming that a line between Grafton and Inverell is constructed, do you think the greater part of 
the traffic at present carried on the main northern line would then go by way of Grafton to Inverell ? Yes.
3070. Commercially, the operation would he he a very unfavourable one for the Railway Commissioners, 
because the line between Grafton and Glen Inues would deprive them of the earnings of the present 
main northern line ? You say there arc no earnings upon it.
3071. But they would be constructing a line practically in competition with the existing line r Yes.
3072. In what way would that increase the earnings of the railway ? You would have all the earnings of 
ihe now line. You would have to set the earnings of the new line against the loss on the old line.
3073. Then you will have a large outlay of capital giving no return ? Giving a return burdened by your 
present non-paying lines.
3074. But you see the commercial impracticability of spending £l,500,000in competition with the existing 
railway system ; therefore, unless you advocate tlie line from a national standpoint, it is not one which 
would probably he recommended ? That is the only standpoint I recognise—the national standpoint. 
We eamiot help the fact of the Railway Commissioners having had lines to work. I say the national 
interest demands the other line.
3075. Is there anything you would like to add to your evidence ? My desire is to emphasise the opinion 
that the construction of a line from Moree to Inverell will not be of material advantage to tbe country, 
nor to the Railway Commissioners, nor to the railway system of the Colony generally, because the Inverell 
produce will hesitate to go all that long way round when it can go by a very much shorter route—as it 
goes now. If you want to secure tho Inverell trade to your existing railway system, you should connect 
it with Glen limes ; then its outlet would he either north to Queensland, south to Sydney, or eastward 
to the coast. That is tho true interest of Inverell.
3076. Mr. Wright.'] You know that the Great Northern railway runs from Werris Creek to the border?
Yes. _ _ , _
3077. In the construction of the proposed lino, you consider the Commissioners are advocating a scheme 
which will rob the northern lino of a large portion of its traffic? I suppose it would. If any of the 
Invcrell produce is to go by railway at all it will rob that line.

William McIntyre, Esq., Chief Electoral Officer, Chief Secretary’s Department, sworn, and examined : —
W. Mclntyro, 3078. Mr Clarke.] Can you give the Committee any information as to the population along the proposed 

Esq. line of railway from Moree to Inverell? Yes ; I have a map, showing the electorates in that portion of 
the country, and I have a return showing the population, in the divisions of those electorates.

30Sept., 1896. 3079. What, in round numbers, is the population about Moree, and a little distance from Moree which 
would benefit by the construction of the line ? Tho whole of the people in the Moree division would 
benefit by it, and they number 3,350. I will give the population of the divisions adjacent to tho proposed 
line—portions of three electorates, Moree, Inverell and Biugara. They include an area within about 30 
to 35 miles on each side of the line. The total population within that area is 16,890. The electorate of 
Moree itself has a population of about 7,539, and the electorate of Inverell 8,124. I also give the 
population in tho divisions of the electorates in the north-eastern portion of the Colony,
3080. What we should like to know is the population in the immediate vicinity of the proposed line, and 
who would be likely to benefit from it ? I have taken the country in which 1 thought the people would 
benefit from the railway, and the population amounts to 16,890 in the divisions I have mentioned.
3081. Mr. Wright.] Do you include the Tingha division of Inverell ? Yes.
3082. And the portion coming south ? No.
3083. Mr. Clarke.] Can you give the number of people from Inverell to Glen Innes ? I can give the 
numbers in the divisions along that line. Tho Inverell division itself has a population of 5,270—that is 
north of, and including Inverell; Elsinore division, 71G; Glen Innes division, 3,420. The following is the 
statement:—

Electorate. Division. Population.

1895. 1896.
3,360 3,350

Warialda.................................................................... 1,890 1,955
695 700

Ashford................................................................. 235 320
Little Plain......................................................... 046 646
Inverell................................................................ 5,260 5,270
Elsmore ............................................................. 1,050 715

liingara ............................................... Uingant ............................................................. 2,654 2,700
Tingha ................................................................ 1,386 1,234

Total . 17,179 16,890

Jileciorntf. norulation.
1895. 1896.

M.n-ee ................................................................ 7, HI ...... 7,539
InvcieH ............................................................. 8,397 .... 8,124

15,538 ...... 15,603
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Electorate. Division.

Armidale ........................

Ballina ............................

Guy Fawkes .......................
Hillarove .....................
Albtouviilft .. ..

Bingara ............ .............

Ballina .......................
Woodburn.......................
Barraba,.......

The Clarence.....................

Bingara.........................
Bundnrra ........... . .
Manilla.....................
Tingha .........................
Wandsworth....................
Lawrence .................

Glen Innes.........................

Maclean.........................
Uhnarm............................
Dundee .....................

Grafton ............................

Eminaviile....................
Glen Innes..........................
Guyra...........................
Kookabookra ....................

Iiivct’dl ............................

Grafton ............................
Newton Boyd ......................
South Grafton .............
Yiudlbar .....................

Liamoro............................

Bonshaw ......................
Elsmore.........................
Graman............................
Inverell................................
Little Plai]) ....... .
Yetmaii............................
Lismore......................

Moree................................
Wyrallah ......................

Itnteigh ...........................

Garah...........................
Moree.......................
Meroe.......................
Mungindi .....................
Warialda......................................
Bdlingeti..........
Uostobnek............................
Clybueca .....................
Coffs Harbour.......................
Dalmorton.....................
Nambucca ..........................
Nana ........................

The Richmond................. Casino ............................

Tenterfield........................

Coraki ..................
M vrtle Creek ..................
Rosebcrry........................
Tabuluni .......................
Tooloom..............................
Woodburn South.....................

The Tweed.................. .

Drake...................................
Nine-mile..........................................
Tonterfield ...... ..............
Wilson’s Downfall .................

Uralla-YValcha................

................................................
Ludgcn ......................................
Mulhmbimby..........................
Murwillumbah...............
Beudemocv.............. I
Nowendoc............................................
Ural hi................................ ,
Waleha................................. |

Division.

1595.
8,233 !

224
3,135 I
2,011 
3,875 
1,260 
1.272 
2,054 

000 
1,650 
1,380 
1,030
3.000 
4,227
1.300 

761
1.7.50
3.300 

SCO 
030 
075

5.300 1 
140

3,080
100
235 !
16S I

1.050 
098

5,200 
040 1
340 J

.5,210
1.240 

450 
32,5

3.300 
550 
500

1,890 
1,005 |

iso
1,318

5113
340

2,310 |
715 i

3.240 I
1.000 1

430 |
383 I
170 |
100 '

2,405
GS2

1,440
6S9

3,700
923
950

1,050
440

2,770
93S
ISO

3,203
3,400

Population.

Electorate.

1896.
0,535

250
3,340
2,000
3,980
1,060
1,300
2,700
1,020
1,080
1,234
1,118
3,000
4,200
1,846

200
1,060
3,420

SOO
000
970

5,150
165

3,100
230
320
125
715
700

5.270 
646 
34S

5,266
1,250

450
550

3,350
434
G00

1,955
1,805

ISO
1,409

866
250

2.270 
850

3,215 
721 
427 
3S5 
226 

92 
2,520 

700 
1,359 

563 
3,SOO 
1,140 
1,020 
1,680 

500 
1,845 

932 
215 

3,326 
2,822

1895.
11,592

7,146

8,958

8,527

7,241

9,685

8,397

0,450

7,141

7,270

7,734

7,524

5,310

7,781

1896,
10,131

7,100

9,032

9,046

6,680

9,615

8,124

6,516

7,539

7,630

7,580

7,562

5,045

7,295

W. Mclatjre, 
Esq.

30 Sept., 1896.

;3081'. Mr. Itober/d.] Arc those figures taken from the last electoral roll which 
are taken from a return prepared by tho police at tlie beginning of the year, 
tlie Chief Electoral Ollieer with the population in each electoral division. 
3085. Then it is not confined to the electors, but it is tho actual population? 
can collect it.
308b, It is the latest information to hand? Yes; I think it was prepared in

was compiled? Aro. They 
They were asked to furnish

Yes, as near as the police

March last.

3G6—P THURSDAY,
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Jpresm:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Eredertck Thomas Humphert. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles .Tames Kobe tits, C.M.G. 
The Hon. "William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.

Henry Clarke, Esq.
John Dionkl Fegan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hash all, Esq. 
George Elack, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Moree to Inverell.

George Alexander Cruiekshank, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined:—
30S7. Chairman.'] Ton represent the electorate of Inverell in the Legislative Assembly ? Yes. ^

• 3088. Do you desire to make a statement, or shall we proceed in the ordinary way of examination ? I 
should like to give my own evidence in my own way.
3089. The examination then will stand over till you have made such statement as you think necessary to 
prove your case? After repeated attempts to get a railway to Inverell, we have had several lines 
dealt with, aod on two occasions had the proposal for a line from Glen Innes to Inverell submitted to this 
Committee. On each occasion it has been thrown out in the Legislative Council. Subsequently it was 
suggested to me that a more suitable hue might be got by Moree. I then visited the district and made 
some inquiries, stating to the electors generally the information uiven to me as to the cost of the line and 
what the markets ivould be. On my return from England I found that a petition had been signed by 
1,100 residents of Inverell, asking that the Moree to Inverell line should be submitted to the Works 
Committee. I wish to dwell steadily on this point, because many people have said that the majority of 
the district are against this line. I have taken this matter step by step. I have dealt pretty carefully 
with this petition, and 1 find it contains the names of the owners of nearly all the best agricultural land in 
the district, farmers,and the general public. I think it was presented to tlie Legislative Assembly during 
my absence in England ; I should say about November, 1895. The next course 1 took when I came out 
was to look into the question of markets for tbe Inverell district. I took the population of the coast, of 
New England, of the western district, and of the southern district—that is, Newcastle, Maitland, and 
towards Sydney. I worked these out on a basis of carriage and communication. The next thing I did 
was to get from the Government Statistician a return of the three eleci orates of the table-land of New 
England—Armidale, Glen Innes, and Tenterfield—aud tbe three electorates of tlie western portion of that 
part of the Colony—Moree, Narrabri, and Gunsiedah— showing the population in each, what the con
sumption of grain would be, what the deficiency would be, where these districts would be supplied from, 
and what it would cost to supply them. The first district I took was Armidale. I find the area of the 
Armidale district is 897,400 acres ; the population, 10,000 souls ; aud the distance to the boundary, 47-|- 
miles. The production of wheat—these returns are for 1894 and 1.895, as the returns for 1896 are not 
complete—was 36,052 bushels; maize, 15,230 bushels ; oats, 16,010 bushels. The distance from Tamworth 
is 77 miles. The consumption of wheat in that district is 64,300 bushels. The quantity grown in the district 
being 36,052 bushels, there is a deficiency of 28,248 bushels, to be annually imported into the electorate of 
Armidale. The consumption of potatoes is 933 tons, and the production 3,166 tons, leaving a surplus for 
export of 2,233 tons. I then took the electorate of Glen Innes. I wish here to be very emphatic, and 
point out that all my dlatistics arc guaranteed by Mr. Eidley, the Acting Government Statistician. 
A lot of irresponsible figures have been given as to the required imports into tho table-land of New 
England, which, if the Statistician’s Department is to be relied upon, are not correct. The Glen Innes 
district has an area of 1,968,510 acres ; the population is 6,680; and the distance to the boundary is 42 miles. 
Tlie production of wheat is 28,476 bushels; of maize, 28,917 bushels; of oats, 26,432 bushels; and of 
potatoes, 2,157 tons. The consumption of wheat in the district is 41.750 bushels, leaving a deficiency to 
be imported into Glen Innes every year of 13,274 bushels. The consumption of potatoes is 608 tons, 
leaving a surplus of 1,549 tons for export. 1 then took Tenterfield, which has an area of 1,965,440 acres, 
and a population of 7,562. The distance to the boundary is 04 miles. The production of wheat is 
34,195 bushels ; of maize, 75,095 bushels ; of potatoes, 912 tons; of oats, 1,896 bushels. The wheat 
consumption is 47,250 bushels, leaving a deficiency of 13,025 bushels. The Invcrell electorate has an 
area of 2,309,840 acres ; a population of 8,124; and the distance is 82 miles to tho boundary. The 
production of wheat, 153,213 bushels ; of maize, 106,812 bushels ; of potatoes, 851 tons ; of oats, 4,782 
bushels. The wheat consumption is 50,750 bushels, leaving a surplus of wheat for export of 102,463 
bushels. The consumption of potatoes is 739 tons, leaving a surplus of 112 tons for export. "W e can 
grow potatoes very largely about Inverell, but we have no market for them. It is too expensive to send 
them west. I now come to the Moree electorate, which has an area of 5,376,000 acres, and a population 
of 7,539. The distance to the boundary is 72 miles. The production of wheat is 7,782 bushels ; of 
maize, 13,534 bushels ; of potatoes, 94 tons ; and of oats, nil. The consumption of wheat is 47,350 bushels, 
leaving a deficiency to be imported of 39,568 bushels. The potato deficiency is 586 tons. Tho Narrabri 
district has an area of 5,376,000 acres, and a population of 8,720; and the distance to the boundary is 72 
miles. The production of wheat is 2,597 bushels; of maize, 12,820 bushels; of potatoes, 64 tons ; and 
of oats, 1<8 bushels. The consumption of wheat is 54,500 bushels, leaving a deficiency of 52,003 bushels 
to be imported into Narrabri. 1 want to compare this western market with tlie table-land of New England, 
and to show that Gundedah grows nearly sufficient for itself. The Gunnedah electorate has an area 
of 4,070,400 acres; a population of 7,500 ; and tho distance to the boundary is 105 miles. The 
production of wheat is 43,389 bushels; of maize, 25,917 bushels ; and of potatoes, 100 tons. The con
sumption of wheat is 46,850 bushels, leaving a deficiency 3,461 bushels. The consumption of potatoes is 679 
tons, leaving a deficiency of 489 tons. 1 have put these three electorates in the western portion as the 
local markets in the west, and compared them with the local markets of the table-land. I take it that 
the country from Tamworth to TTralla is served from Tamworth. You could not serve it from Inverell at 
a distance of 110 miles, when the distance from Tamworth is only from 60 fo 70 miles. I now wish 
to show exactly what the deficiency is in the table-land of New England as compared with the western

portion.
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portion. The basis taken by the Statistician was so many pounds of potatoes and so many bushels ■ ^
of wheat per man. I think it is (j bushels of wheat for an individual. I have taken the town, the gg jJ-p ' 
population, and the area of wheat and maize grown in all these districts. In three electorates in the 
Western Division—Moree, Narrabri, and Gunnedah—they import 1,800 tons of potatoes and 94,000 bushels gg Qet jgg^ 
of wheat. The districts of A.rmidale, Glen Innes, and Tenterfield have a deficiency in wheat of 54,675 *
bushels, aud a surplus in potatoes of 4,006 tons. There would he no chance of Inverell sending these 
surplus potatoes to the New England district, and it could only send 54,000 bushels of wheat to supply 
the whole of that district, whereas to the west it has an opportunity of sending 1,800 tons of potatoes and 
94,000 bushels of wheat.
3090. Mr. WrightDo you call Gunnedah to the west of Inverell; it is 100 miles to the south? Yes, but 
they have taken in further than that on the other side. - I have merely put it in to take three electorates 
in the west. The average yield per acre from Inverell is 16 bushels, I then take the statistics that have 
been put in by tho Glen Innes Committee, and I may say that I got these figures from Mr, Sinclair’s 
evidence. He put in the coast population as 68,111.
3091. Ohairmnn,'] What are the boundaries? I will come to that in a moment. The difference in population 
between the district of Now England and the Moree district is only 700.
3092. Nr. Hoskins.'] Does that include Gunnedah? Yes. The coast population was given at 68,111. This 
included Casino, Ballina, Grafton, Kempsey, and the Bellinger. The population in the southern districts of 
Newcastle,Maitland, Singleton, Murrurundi, andMuewellbrook,as supplied by the Government; Statistician’s 
Department, is 100,974; for the Newcastle district, 54,006; Maitland district, 21,633 ; Singleton district,
10,675; Murrurundi and Muswellbrook districts, 13,260. That is the population which 1 say would be 
served with the surplus as against the population that would be served if the line went to the table-land.
It is much easier to reach these 100,000 people than it is to reach any portion of tho 68,000 who are down 
on the coast, unless by going to Newcastle and then coming back to Lismore and other places. The next 
point I tool? was the question as to how I was to get to these markets. I found out that by going to Glen 
Junes, in order to take tho coast population, we would, have to travel by team in every direction, and that 
would be costly. The rate for wheat sent from Inverell to Moreo would be 8s. a ton, the rate from Invcrell 
to Newcastle 12s. lOd. a ton, and onty 13s. 6d. to Sydney. I was informed that probably the rates would be 
on much the same basis from Inverell as they are from Glen Innes. Greasy wool goes for the same price 
from Wallangara to Sydney as from Tamworth. The freight over the longdistance of 414 miles would he
12s. lOd. to Newcastle; to Maitland and the other places in would be a little less, I. think this only comes '
to 3^d. a bushel. lu a wheat-growing district like Inverell we have only two points to consider—first, our 
local markets, aud then our markets abroad. It matters not to us so long as we can get to the markets 
abroad which route we take. It is merely a question as to the cost of getting there. As far as Moreo is 
concerned, if wheat can be landed there at the same price as at Newcastle, going by Glen Innes, it is 
immaterial which way we send our stuff. The only advantage is that in the Moreo district, from a farming 
point of view, there is twice the consumption for our wheat that there is on the tablc-land of New England.
It has been argued that wo could not compete against the wheat-growing places between Invcrell and 
Newcastle, but I find it would only cost us 2s. more a ton to catch Newcastle than it would cost the people 
about Tamworth. And tho land about Tamworth being very valuable, they pay high rentals. Around 
Inverell land is of a nominal value, and wheat can be produced cheaper there than at Tamworth. The 
freight from Tamworth to Moree, a distance of 183 miles, would be 21e. aton for wheat and flour as against 
8s. a ton from Inverell to Moree.
3093. Chairman."] How much would it he from Tamworth to Narrabri ? I am told in the office that the 
freight from Sydney to any inland town is pretty much double what it is the other way. It has been con
tended that tho rates from Moree at the present being £6 a, ton, if we added on the additional rate to 
Inverell we would have to pay so much more for goods that could be sent by Grafton. Now I find that 
wool comes from Bourke, 504 miles, to Sydney at £4 per ton, and the distance between the two lines would 
he only 10 miles, so what could he done by the Commissioners on one lino could he done on another.
3094. Mr. Wright.'] The freight from Narrabri is £4 5s. per ton ;—Bourke is a competing station, there
fore tho rates are very' low P 1 am informed that wool comes from TVallangarra at the same price that it 
does from Tamworth. I have always been a great advocate of the Glen Innes line, and am perfectly 
familiar with all the figures, as I have helped to compile them in every instance. Traffic will go to 
Glen Innes if the line goes from Glen Innes to Inverell, and will probably come over tbe ranges south.
If, on the other hand, the line is made from Inverell to Moree, the traffic will go by the line to Moreo. I 
have here the stock returns showing the position of all the stock on the pastoral lands which this railway 
line would go through, and I think you will see from the position where the wool is grown where the 
traffic will go. The Inverell district is not a great sheep place; there are only 586,000 sheep in the whole 
lot, and around Inverell there are only 240,000 sheep. Between Inverell and Glen Innes there are only 
four stations—Inverell, Ncwstead, Waterloo, and King’s Plains. If tho freights are £4 a ton, as from 
Bourke, all that wool must go on the train by Mores. Now this line passes through the Warialda 
district, which alone, according to the return of the Chief Inspector of Stock, contains 1,500,000 sheep. It 
has been contended by the other side that the wool of 400,000 sheep would not go by this line. I will 
lake off, not only that 400,000, but I will take half a million sheep, and say that not a bale of wool from 
these sheep will go. We are prepared to take only what stock will come to the line. I tried to compare 
my figures with those of Mr. Harper, but I do not know how lie has arrived at his figures. At some 
places I am over him, and at some places under. I have taken four or five ways of trying to prove what the 
population is, and the traffic of any particular district. J have done it at so much per head ; I have got the 
returns of the traffic to the railway stations from the Government offices; I have my own knowledge of the 
stations I am interested in,and what loading wc have ; andhavingworked these allouttogetbor,Ifind that 
they pretty well all come to the same thing. I take, in the first place, this surplus of 160,006 bushels of 
wheat, and I say there is no doubt; whatever that this would all go to the markets of the west. We would 
send, in flour and wheat alone, over 2,500 tons from the start.
3095. Mr. O'Connor.] Where would this 2,500 tons ho sent to ? To Moree ; and we would immediately 
send 50,000 bushels of grain. One of my farmers told me that he had a thousand bushels of grain, and 
he is sending every bushel of it to Moree. We are paying £2 10s. a ton to send it there. The hides and 
tallow of the district and all the miscellaneous traffic in and out one way and another I am putting down 
at a thousand tons. The wool of 240,000 sheep, at fifteen bales to the thousand, I put down at £525.

The
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Cruicfeshknk ^1C P;issen8er traffic from Inverell to Moree, and from Moree to Inverell, I put down at 6,000 persons or 
Esq., M.P.* ^3,750. The live stock I put down at £450. That is a very small aIlowrance for live stock. I think I 

could send that number away myself. The Bingara district is only 25 miles from Warialda, and has a
23 Oct., 1596. population of 2,700. This, I understand, Mr. Harper has left out altogether. I have put down the 

conveyance of mails at £1,200; that being the Railway Commissioners’ own estimate. Those figures were 
given to me by a clerk of the Postal ^Department. The country between Warialda and Bingara is an 
agricultural district; but I am only putting down that they would send 700 tons of flour a year, which 
would come to £245. There are 1,505,540 sheep in the Warialda district, but I am only allowing that 
the wool of one million sheep would come to the lino—that is, we have taken off half a million 
sheep in the district through which the lino would pass. That comes to 3,000 tons, or £2,250 at 
15s. a ton. These rates that I am quoting I got from Mr. Harper’s evidence this morning. Hides and 
tallow I put down at 300 tons, £150; 3,000 passengers at 5s., £750; 3,000 trucks at 25s., £3,750. 
So as to be within the mean in everything, I have halved the quantity of goods that comes to Inverell. 
These returns were made up from store to store when we were dealing with the Glen Inues line. I hare 
allowed a very heavy discount. Then I have taken the trucking goods to comes into tho Warialda district 
from Moree—that would ho return loading. There is a population in tlie Warialda division of the 
electorate of 1955, and in the Bingara division of 2,700. I am putting down less than half the returns 
that are given to me by the different railway stations that I have collected evidence from. The total 
of the estimated value of the traffic between Inverell and Moree is £19,41.5. I have not tried to claim 
in any way traffic which I think would diverge elsewhere, and if it can be shown that the figures can be 
cut down three or four thousand pounds, it will not hurt our ease.
3096. 3tr. Jlober/s.] According to your figures, the line would pay? It would pay from the start, and 
leave a surplus. A good deal has been said to tho effect that there is no settlement in this district, and 
no likelihood of settlement. I have a return showing that within about 30 miles on one side of this line, 
and 70 on the other, going north from Warialda to the Queensland border—a return which has been 
prepared by the Electoral Department—there are 2,700,000 acres of Crown lands. It has been given in. 
evidence that it takes 20 square miles of this land to keep a man. I have gone to the trouble of 
getting a full return of every station and the number of sheep running on these Crown lands, and I find 
that there are no less than 2,000,000 sheep, That area includes freehold land, but we know that nothing 
like one half is alienated. This country is carrying on the basis of 2-3- acres to a sheep. On a basis of 
2,000 sheep to a small grazier—and any man can live on 2,000 sheep—this country will settle a population 
of 500 applicants—that is, representative people. The average number of a family being about four 
and a half persons, this would mean a couple of thousand persons. Then there is the general population 
which always increases. So it is no use saying that this country will not settle any one or will not be 
populated. Every year in the Western Division wc get as many as from thirty to forty applications for each 
block, so it is not fair to say the land will not be taken up. I would say that the most prosperous body 
of selectors are in the Central Division round about Moree. Eurthcr than that, beyond Moree, about 
a million and a half acres of land are being thrown open which I have not included in this return. There 
is a very large area of Crown lands in this Moree district from Narrabri across to Warialda and right 
down to the Queensland border. That is where we can settle the people.
3097. Mr. Black.] How many acres do you think ? In a great many instances the settlers are living on 
2,500 acres, and doing very well; and they arc running sheep on the land.
3098. How many acres are available? To he served by this line alone there are about four million;icres. 
The Committee have a return, I believe, showing within 15 miles of each side of the line half a million 
acres of land, of which, speaking from memory, some 250,000 acres are reserved lands. These reserves were 
made in the early days, when people were afraid the land was to be selected, and they applied for a lot of 
their best land as watering reserves. These reserves are some of the richest lands in the Central Division. 
Again, with regard to the rates, the year I went to England I sold all the wheat I was interested in at 2s. 
a bushel. I asked for a return to show the price wheat was selling for in Sydney and Newcastle. Tho 
lowest return for wheat sold in Sydney was in the month of January, when it brought 2s. 4d. a bushel; 
in February, 2s. 7d.; in March, 2s, 7d.; in April, 2s. 7d.; in May, 2s. lOd.; in June, 3s. 6d.; in July, 
3s. 9d.; in August, 3s. 9d.; in September, 3s. 7-id.; in October, 3s. 7d.; in November, 4s. Gd.; and in 
December, 4s, 3d, According to railway returns given to me, we can reach those markets at a cost of 
3^d._to 4d. a bushel. If we have been selling wheat at 2s. in Inverell, that could come to a market here,

1 varying from 2s. 6d. to 4s. a bushel, and if we have land that will grow from 15 to 20 bushels to the 
acre, I think we can fairly say that we could compete with any market in any part of the Colony. And 
wc should not be forced to sell in a market that requires only 50,060 bushels, the products of a district 
yielding 153,000 bushels. And the Commissioners, I understand, will undertake to carry by Moree, over 
the low grade, as cheaply as they will over the mountain, by Glen Innes. For myself, I am fully alive to the 
fact that before we can get the coast population, we can much more easily reach the southern population. 
It is immaterial to me how we reach it, but that is tho market we want to get. We do not consider there 
is an adequate market at Inverell for all our produce. After providing for local consumption, we would 
send the rest elsewhere, either by one line or the other, whichever line it might be ; hut a bird in the 
hand is worth two in the bush. 1 am strongly of opinion that the present settlement of the Narrabri 
and Moreo district would prove a market for a great deal of the surplus produce of the Inverell district; 
that ordinary future settlement on the Crown lands affected by this railway must add materially to tho 
population; the fact that the Sectional Committee have expressed an opinion that agricultural pursuits 
cannot be followed in these parts to any extent, is the very reason why Inverell wishes to be connected 
(and under the existing railway rates, she could not ho cut out by any competition) ; that any traffic to 
Inverell at the present time would he the traffic of this line, the carrying rates being equal; that the 
evidence given by the District Surveyor, at Moree, shows the value of the land between Inverell and Moree 
(he valued it from £1 to £1 10s. an acre); that any insufficiency of market found at Moree and its 
surrounding districts would tend to Newcastle, Maitland, and probably to Sydney; and that the present 
longest.rates for agricultural products will enable Inverell people to compete in those markets against 
tho agricultural districts lying between all foreign products imported and the district between Inverell 
and the metropolitan area. 1 have some returns hero of the different runs, showing the number of sheep 
on all the runs. Unfortunately I think some of them arc lost.
3099. Do you think the return you are referring to now is of importance ? I do not think so, because I

can
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can come at the figures in two or three wap. T have the numbers as given by the Chief Inspector of Qnn^|^ank 
Stock ; and I have the information confirmed in a book issued from the Government Statistician’s Office,
In fact, tbe figures arc affirmed over and over again ; so I am inciined to think tbe Committee will not
doubt my word as to the numbers. 22 Oct., 1896
3100. "Would the return be simply a reiteration or proof of what you have stated? It would only prove
that the returns in the Government Statistician’s office are correct, and that the Inspector of Stock’s
returns are correct.
310!. There are one or two points you might make reference to in order to complete your case. In 
taking into consideration tho present local market to tbe east, do you consider it is worth while to eon- 
template any possible trade with Queensland ? I dealt with this matter very fullv when 1 was working 
for the Glen Innes line. At that time there was no duty on the border. While the duties remain I do 
not think wc could avail ourselves of the trade.
3102. What is tho duly ? I do not know what it is. I think it is about Gd. per bushel. As far as tbe 
Downs are concerned the seasons waver very much ; tlie district around Allora is very good. I wentinto 
this matter, and the conclusion I came 1o was that a great deal of the wheat and flour imported into Queens
land goes by Brisbane, and does not cross tbe border. As tho distance from us to Brisbane would be 
353 miles, and as there would be heavy railway freight and duty, I do not think we could compete in 
Brisbane with sea-borne wheat, although we might send a little in dry seasons.
3103. Is it your opinion that the competitor for the markets you have mentioned is Tamworth ? It would 
be a very weak competitor; it would not affect us at all. I am prepared to admit that Tamworth is a large 
producing district. If they put the Company’s land under wheat thev could produce an immense quantity.
3104, What is tbe through rate from Invcrell to the Clarence ? I have always paid £3 10s. by team.
3105, And from tbe Clarence to Sydney ? I do not know what wool is now. I used to nay £1 10s. right 
through.
310G. Right through to Sydney ? Yes ; the sea carriage is about 15s.
3107. By team to the Clarence, and from the Clarence to Sydney, you have about a £4 10s. rate ? Yes.
3108. By analogy, compared with Bourke, you have a £4 rate the other way ? Yes.
3109. Would it he a fair thing to-take the wool rates as significant of all rates ? I take it that the 
Commissioners are business men, and where they have no competition they put on higher rates.
3110. I was not asking that question. Wc have, for instance, a rate of £4 10s. for wool from Invcrell 
through to Sydney. The question is, comparing that with a £4 rate by Moree by the proposed line, is 
that a reasonable rate for all goods or only for wool ? lam only dealing with wool in this case.
3111. Would it bo reasonable to take that as a fair comparison for all goods ? I could not tell you. 3 
do not want to send wool to Sydney, I want to send it to Newcastle.
3112. One class ot product can reach Inverell for £-1 10s. per ton by sea, or £4 per ton by land by the 
proposed lino. A great number of other things go to Inverell besides wool; is it reasonable to suppose 
that would be a fair comparison for tho other products? That is a question I do not think ] am competent 
to answer,
3113. Bor instance, a teamster takes wool down; you add the teamster’s rate to the sea rate, hat a teamster 
carries not only wool but sugar, groceries, and other things ; would it be a fair thing to sav £4 per ton for 
these ? I do not know ; the goods that come from Grafton are principally wire, sugar, and salt.
3114. What is ihe rale ? £3 10s., I believe. ’
3115. Mr. WrifiiiiJ] These goods are carried cheaper by rail? Yes.
3110. Mr. I£oslcins.~\ How long have you resided in tho Inverell district? I wont there on the IG October,
1878.
3117. How long have you represented the Inverell district? I was returned on the 25th January, 1889.
3118. You have continued to represent the district from that time till now ? Yes.
3119. Are you acquainted with the persons who signed the memorial to which reference was made to-day?
Most of them. ‘
3120. What are they, freeholders, farmers, or residents of tho town of Inverell ? Freeholders, farmers, 
men representing from 25,000 acres of land down to men holding an acre. Some arc men with the largest 
area of land under cultivation in the district.
3121. They all express themselves by this memorial in lavour of having a railway constructed from Inverell 
to Moreo ? I think you will find the wording of tbe petition is, that the raitwav would serve tbe district.
I was away when it was got up. ' '
3122. They express approval ot the line, and expatiate upon the reasons why the line should be constructed ?
Yes.
3123. There is a difference of opinion among tbe residents of Inverell in respect of the construction of a 
railway to that town, some favouring connection with Glen Innes, and some with Warialda and Moreo ?
Yes,
3124. Yon dp not reside entirely at Inverell ? About 4 miles out of the town.
3125. You mix a great deal with tho residents of tho country ? Yes.
312G. Can you, from your knowledge of the opinions of tho persons who produce wealth from tbe land bv 
cultivation, or sheep-[arming, or eattlo raising, tell us whether tho preponderating opinion is in favour of 
a railway from Inverell to Moree, or from Inverell to Glen Tunes ? I think tho people have been so long 
wanting a railway that they would take it from anywhere, ] think tho preponderating opinion is in favour 
of a line by Moree.
3127. Do you speak from your own knowledge? Yes; when I addressed tbe electors I announced my
intention of favouring a railway to Moree, and I was returned. ‘
3128. No dissent was expressed to tbe view that the lino to Moree would bo desirable; your advocacy of
that line was not considered a disadvantage in your candidature ? No. ’
3129. Juilging from conversations you have had with people on the subject, is it your opinion that the 
majority of tlie people in tbe district are in favour of the Moree (o Inverell lino in preference to a line 
trom Inverell fo Glen Innes ? ]f they were polled to-day they would be in favour of Moree.
3130. Can you tell the Committee why they favour tho Bloree'line? I think greatly because we have
been fighting for the other line twenty years, and are very tired of it. '
3131. Have you ever heard tho residents say they have found from experience that there is abetter mar ecu
for the products of the soil to the westward, and that they can got higher prices for their produce from 
the north-west than if they sent them to Glen Times ? The best market for some time past has decidedly 
been in the west. 3132.
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Crukkshank Judging from the statistics you have read as to the deficient quantity produced in Grlen Innes,
Esq., M,P. ’ -A-rufiJule, and Tenterfield districts, and the large quantity required by the residents of Warialda, Moree, 

and the north-west districts, do you consider that for the surplus wheat grown in the Inverell district 
22 Oct., 1896. 'there would he a much better market, or as good a market to the north-west, than on the tablo-land of Now 

England? It is exactly 100 per cent, in favour of Moree and Narrabri.
3138. Have you ever been to Moree ? Yes.
3134. Although there is scarcely any agriculture carried on around Moree, yet I suppose Moree is the 
centre of a large district in the north-west of this Colony ? Yes.
3135. If a line were made from Inverell to Moree, do you believe it would not only meet the requirements 
of the Moree district for agricultural produce, but would also serve the residents in a number of other 
townships bordering on Queensland ? Yes.
3136. Can you tell me tbe townships that would be so served ? Collarendabri, Mungindi, Yetman, 
Walgett; we serve Yetman at the present time,
3137. Will not Walgett be supplied from Newcastle as cheaply ? No, because the rates from Newcastle to 
Moree would be just double the rates from Moree to Newcastle, and they would pay more than double rates 
from Inverell to Moree, so we would really start from Moree at an advantage of about 10s. per ton over any 
stuff sent from Newcastle or from the sea-coast. The rate from Inverell to Newcastle would be 12s. lOd. 
per ton, and from Inverell to Moree 8s. per ton. The rate is higher to go into the country than from the 
country into the town.
3138. Some years ago you gave evidence before the Public Works Committee in favour of a line from 
den Innes to Inverell ? That is quite correct.
3139. Was it not alleged by you and other witnesses in favour of that proposed line, that you wished to 
get a better means of reaching the sea, or the navigable waters of the Clarence Itiver, and that you also 
wished to have a railway constructed from den Innes to Grafton ? Quite right.
3140. Do you not think the reason why the people, whether at Glen Innes or Inverell, are in favour of 
the construction of a line from Invgfell to Glen Innes, as against a line to Moree, is that they arc mainly 
influenced in their views by the desire to have a railway to the coast? You will find in the evidence of 
three or four of the priucipal witnesses, that their object was to get to tbe coast.
3141. But if a line were made from Glen Innes to the Clarence Bivcr, although it would cost an enormous 
sum to make, it would tend to divert traffic from tho other lino ? That is correct.
3142. Do you not think that wool from the Queensland border would be brought over a railway running 
from Moree to the coast, and then to Sydney and Newcastle ? They have £2 10s. export duty to pay on 
the wool going out of Queensland. If it were not for that we would get, in addition to the ordinary traffic, 
ft great deal of Queensland wool.
3143. Evidence has been given before the Committee by gentlemen who are managers of stations on the 
Queensland border, and have stations in this Colony, that in spite of that duty they bring their sheep over 
to this Colony, have them shorn, and take them back again ;—have you ever hoard of that ? It is probably 
done, but I never heard of it.
3144. I gather that, although you expressed a desire some years ago to have a railway from Glen Innes 
to Invcrell, you would still prefer, in the interests of the producers of the .Inverell district, the construction 
of this proposed line from Inverell to Moreo ? Personally I am a Glen Innes man, but we want to get 
these markets, and I think it is immaterial which of them wc get.
3145. But I suppose you do not anticipate that for some years to come Ihe Government will make two ’ 
railways therefore, which line do you prefer, the line from Inverell to Moree or from Inverell to Glen 
Innes ? The Moree lino is the better for the farming interest at present.
3140. Mr. Triekett.] I suppose you are free to admit that the Committee are put in somewhat of a 
difficulty owing to the tergiversation of the people of Inverell in this matter? No; 1 think it is tho 
Efgislative Council which has put them and myself in a fix by throwing the line out.
3147. You have referred to a petition with regard to the Moree line ;—I suppose you know Mr. Grainger, 
of Inverell? Yes.
3148. He is, I suppose, a pretty representative man ? Yes.
3149—50. What do you think of this evidence of his:—

Ninety-five out of 100 of the farmers and landowners in the Inverell district were in favour of the Glen Innes route. 
What do you think of that ? Will you tell me what you think of finding his name on that petition,
3151. Then there was another statement that Mr. Stout was responsible for;—he said that trade with 
Glen Inues was increasing every day ? I think there is a good deal of trade done with Glon Innes.
3152. And a very strong feature they put forward to the two Committees that have been to Glen Innes 
and Inverell previously was that, notwithstanding tlie 4d. a bushel duty on wheat sent to Queensland, the 
Colony of Queensland, having a deficiency in supply to the extent of 2,000,000 bushels per year, the 
acknowledged wheat-growing centre of Inverell would find a better market there than in the district you 
have mentioned ? I think you will find there was no duty on at that time.
3153. Oh, yos ; because Mr. Sinclair, whom I think you will recognise as a loading man in Inverell, was 
asked the following question: “ Would you be able to compete successfully, not only against sea-borne 
wheat or flour which might reach Brisbane, but also with the wheat produced in the southern and western 
parts of Queensland, notwithstanding the duty of 4d. per bushel?” And his reply was, “ Yes, I presume 
that it will apply all round.” Is that state of things altered now ;—can you expect to look to Queens
land for a market for your wheat? That greatly depends upon what Queensland produces. If she has a 
bad season, she will have to import whatever duty she pays.
3154. But you recognise it is a very doubtful supply ? Oh, yes; in the ordinary course of things the 
duty will be a great drawback to us.
3155. I understand that your evidence chiefly is that this line would really be a great source of revenue 
to the railway authorities, and that the Inverell people would sooner have it than wait for tbe prospects 
of another ? That is it exactly.
3156. Mr. Clarice.'] You stated that you are in favour of the proposed line for various reasons? Yes.
3157. I understand that you were formerly in favour of the line from Inverell to Glen Innes ? Yes.
3158. Can you give any reasons why you have changed your opinion ? Because I could not get the other.
3159. It merely means that you want a railway, wherever you can get it from ? Quite right.
3160- You are in favour of the line from Moree to Inverell ? I am quite prepared to take tho Moree line.

3161.
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3161. Is the country about Moree aud the north-west fitted for agricultural purposes ? No. Cruickshank
3162. Is it a grazing country altogether ? A very good grazing country. M.P.’
3163. I suppose the principal drawback to its being an agricultural country is the uncertain rainfall ?
Well, they get a fair rainfall; but the quality of tbe land varies. Fifteen miles to the east of Warialda, 22 Oct., 1896. 
I suppose, you can grow anything; 10 miles from Warialda you cannot grow anything. When you apt 
into the clayey and sandy country you cannot grow wheat well.
3161-. Do you think it possible that in the future the country around Moreo wall be largely populated ?
I think so. I think population will increase there faster than in any part of the country.
3165. But it was stated in evidence that it would take 2,500 acres to support a family in that country ?
More than that in most cases. I am taking it at about 2,000 sheep to a family ; a lot of river flats will 
carry at least 2,000 sheep to that area.
3166. Considering it would take such a number of acres to support a family in grazing sheep, how is it 
possible that there will be a large population in that district? Because you have a very large area. I 
suppose in the Moreo district there are 5,000,000 acres of land, in Warialda the same, and in Narrabri 
probably the same.
3167. Does Inverell, at the present time, supply Moree and tho north-western country with flour, chaff, 
bran, and other articles of fodder? To a great extent; and you must understand there is arate of £2 per 
ton for carriage.
3168. Do you think that in the event of the railway being constructed cultivation would increase around 
Invcrell and Warialda, and that there would be a much larger area put under crop? A very much 
larger area.
3169. With reference to the rates, is it proposed by the Government to put ou differential rates? Mr.
Harper said so in his evidence.
3170. Are you aware ihat this line would leave an annual loss of £2,800 ? I am sure that it w'ould do
nothing of the kind. ’
3171. That is the evidence we have before us of Mr. Harper and other officials ? Mr. Harper showed 
£7,000 a year loss on the G-len Innes line.
3172. But I am asking about the Inverell line? But if you take his evidence in the one case you must 
take it in the other.
3173. You think by tho increased cultivation and the increased trade that that supposed annual-loss would 
he wiped out in a few years’ time ? I will not admit any annual loss at all.
3174. You must surely take the evidence of the Commissioners, aud they anticipate an annual loss ? But 
Mr. Harper tells you that he left out Bingara, with a population of 2,700, right alongside the line. lie 
took no credit for any population east of Invcrell, which we have done.
3175. With reference to finding a market for your surplus, if the time should come when there would ho 
a surplus, do you think it possible to compete with wheat grown in Riverina and tho other parts of the 
Colony on the borders of Victoria? I think so.
3176. They, of course, would have the same differential rates as you are likely to have on the proposed 
line? Yes.
3177. The trade with Queensland you do not anticipate would pay much at the present time? Not with 
the duties on.
3178. Mr. Robm-ls^] Is it not a fact that within 20 miles west of Inverell there is a very large area of 
agricultural land? Yes, some of the best wheat land in tho Colony.
3179. Capable of growing I might say anything? Yes.
3180. But more particularly famous and suitable for the production of wheat? Yes.
3181. Then, towards Warialda it is somewhat patchy ? Once you get out to the Big Plain I do not think •
it is so good. Around Bingera some large areas arc being put under cultivation. I hear they are doing 
some farming there: it is a nice piece of country. .
3182. From Warialda to Moree may be described as good pastoral country ? Yes.
3183. Is it not a fact that Moree may ho regarded as a purely pastoral district ? Yes.
3184. And the same class of country extends westward for over hundreds of miles ? Yes.
3185. But owing to tbe uncertainty of the rainfall agriculture had very rarely been experimented upon ? 
Well, I do not think it is agricultural land. My experience is that you cannot make land which is not 
agricultural grow wheat. If you get a good year the wheat runs too much into blade, it does not run well 
into ear.
3186. Is it not fair to assume that Moree and the surrounding district would ho a large market for a good 
quantity of Inverell produce, if railway communicatiou existed between Inverell and Moree ? I have no 
doubt whatever we would control the whole market.
3187. Is not the carriage between Inverell and Moree £2 per ton at the present time ? Yes.
3188. And if the railway should be constructed the freight I understand would be 8s. ? Fes.
3189. And tho fact of its being £2 per ton at the present time would probably account for tbe limited 
quantity of Inverell produce being sent there ? It is too costly to send it. I was told the other day that 
out Mungindi way they are paying 9s. per bushel for corn ; at Inverell it is Is. Gd. or Is, 3d.
3190. Is the land about Invcrell suitable for the production of potatoes ? Very suitable indeed.
3191. Would it be as suitable as Glen Lines ? No. Wc grow very fine potatoes. The district all around 
G-uyra and Glen Innes has the reputation of being a great potato country.
3192. Is that owing to tlie cooler temperature of tho table-land ? I do not know what it is. They say 
they get harder potatoes there. I have seen wonderful yields at Invcrell.
3193. Still, although they may not be equal in quality I suppose they would bo a good marketable 
vegetable? I have known splendid potatoes in the Inverell market all the year round grown in Inverell.
3194. It would not pay to send them by team ? Hardly ; the freight is very expensive, £2 per ton.
3193. But if railway communication existed probably there would be a large market? Yes.
3196. How far south from Mores might you look for a market for potatoes? I think some of our 
potatoes would find their way to Gunnedah. but not much further.
3197. Certainly to Narrabri ? Certainly to Narrabri.
3198. Arc any potatoes grown at Narrabri ? Narrabri grows 01 ions, but it has a deficiency of 730 tons 
every year.
3190, How many tons of. potatoes were produced at Inverell according to the last return in your posses
sion ? There was only a surplus of 112 tons, but we do not go in for them, ns there is no place where we 
can sell jliem. I have seen them so plentiful that anybody could have them for tho digging of them.

mi? at.
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present:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

Henry Clarke, Esq.The Hon. James Hoskins.
Tlie Hon. Charles James Eobkrts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William JosephTrickett.
The lion. Daniel O’Connor.

Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq,

John Lionel Fagan, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
Giioege Black, Esq,

The Committee further considered tlie proposed Eailway from Moree to Inverell.

G. A.
Cmickshank, 

Eaq., M.r.

23 Oct., 189G,

George Alexander Cruiekslianlt, Esq., M.P., sworn, and further examined:—
3200. Mr. Robffr/s.] I think you said yesterday that a market for potatoes would he found west from 
Invcrell as far as Gunnedah ? Tes.
3201. Would potatoes be sent west of Moree, or would the trade be confined only to the railway line ? 
I should think it would go further west and north.
3202. The market for potatoes would embrace an area somewhat similar to that for wheat ? Tes.
3203. Can you say whether Moree and the surrounding districts are able to absorb all tbe surplus wheat 
in tho Inverell district? The importations of wheat to Narrabri and Moreo are 94,000 bushels, and the 
deficiency at Moree is 39,000 bushels.
3204. What is the annua! production of wheat at Inverell ? Last year tho return was very small as it was 
a year of drought.
3205. What is the average production ? The surplus of wheat for the year 1S9-1-5 was 103,000 bushels,
3206. That would leave about 50,000 bushels for local consumption ? Tes.
3207. Koughly speaking, Moree and surrounding districts would absorb the surplus? Moree and Narrabri 
at the present time could take the surplus of Inverell wheat.
320S. If this railway is constructed would a large area of land in the Inverell district be put undor wheat? 
I have no hesitation in saying that it would be almost unlimited. My experience of farmers in a ease of 
this kind is, that a marked increase takes place in tho production and a marked demand for farms.
3209. Would there be any large quantities of stock trucked by Warialda ? A large number.
3210. Can you supply any figures on that subject ? I have put down live stock from Warialda to Moree 
3,000 trucks at 25s.
3211. There would be a large quantity of wool sent from Warialda? Tes. In the Warialda district there 
are 1,500,000 sheep, and of that number I have taken only 1,000,000.
3212. Mr. Wright] What country is represented by the district called Warialda? Tho sheep district 
commences at Little Plain, which is close to Inverell and goes right down to the Queensland border.
3213. How far, cast and west, does this area run ? The district extends for 20 miles to the cast of 
Inverell; and about 30 miles to the south of Inverell; and from the railway, line down to the Queensland 
border is about 60 miles. Along the border we start from below Bondshore, and go down to Hun 616. 
I have a return of every run in the sheep district, and the number of sheep on them, according to the 
owners’ returns.
3214. It could not go very far west, because it would be nearer than to go f o Moree. No. Evidence was 
given in Inverell, by Mr. Sinclair, that he thought 400,000 of these sheep would not go to the Warialda 
line.
3215. Where did he maintain that they would go ? I do not know'. I presume he meant that they would 
go to Moree. I take of£ 550,000.
3216. Some of them would go, as now', to Deepwater, and along there ? I have left out the returns for 
down there. The country down below Ashford is in the Tenterfield stock district. I have left all that 
stock out to go to Deepwater.
3217. Is not some of that country included in the Warialda district ? No.
3218. Mr. Roberts] ’There would not be a large return traffic from Moree to Inverell ? I tliink there 
would be a great deal of return traffic.
3219. Would it not be confined to general merchandise from Sydney, assuming that tho rates were 
satisfactory? Tes. Wctakea groat deal of salt and wire, and then there is generally a good deal of 
agricultural machinery coming to a district of that kind.
3220. As a matter of fact, most of tho general merchandise would go by way of Grafton? That is quite 
a matter of rates.
3221. Where a storekeeper has sufficient time to await tbe arrival of teamsters, it would go by way of 
Grafton to Inverell ? 1 think it is mostly heavy traffic which goes by that way at tho present time.
3222. I think you said, yesterday, that according to your estimate of traffic, the line would show a profit 
from tho start ? Tes.
3223. What is your estimate for goods ? From Moroo to Inverell I have put down goods at 2,500 tons.
3224. Have you worked it out financially ? Tes, in four ways. Sometime ago when there was an inquiry 
into a line, 1 heard Mr. Harper state that the ordinary traffic into a town is half a ton per head of the 
population. I got the returns from Narrabri, Inverell, Gunnedah, and all the different electorates to 
find out what the trade was. I got a return of the goods which went west from Glen Innes, and which, 
1 take it, went to Inverell. I have only quit it down at about one-half, so as to he well within the mark ; 
in fact, for tbe whole of the Inverell district I have put it down at only 2,500 tons. I have excluded the 
Grafton traffic.
3225. Does that include the inward traffic and the outward traffic ? No. I have put down 2,500 tons of 
goods for Moree and Inverell. From the Eailway Department, I think in 1891, I got a return of the 
traffic from Glen Innes to Inverell, and I think it was stated at 5,000 tons.
3226. What is the rate per ton for 2,500 tons ? I have put down 15s. When we were working up the 
Glen Inncs-lnverell line we went from store to store, and found out what the people were getting in, and 
worked it out in that way. My estimate is well within the mark. Again, we worked it out by tbe 
Humber of teams travelling on the line, tho number of journeys they made, and- the average goods they

carried,
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carried, from the information we. could get from the carriers. We worked it out in these many ways, and 0* A.
1 think my estimate is well within the mark. On the 30th March, 1802,1 asked in the House for a return Cruictflionk,
showing the quantity of goods carried from Sydney and north of Sydney to Grlen Innes and Guyra, also
the quantity of goods sent from Glen Innes and Guyra respectively to Inverell for the twelve months
ending 3lBt December, 1891. The Department gave the goods from Glen Junes to Inverell as 4,984 tons,
winch is without the Grafton traffic at all, and from Guvra to Inverell, nil. You will see that I have only
taken one-half of that.
3227. Does it say distinctly that it is without the Grafton traffic? It says the traffic from the railway
station. ‘
3228. Did you ask for a return of the Grafton traffic ? Ko.
3229. Would not that be for goods which would come from Sydney to Grafton, and thence to Glen Innes ?
Ho ; that is from the Glen Innes railway station. ’
3230. You have estimated the traffic from Inverell to Moree at 2,500 tons ? Yes. I have another big
return showing the goods outwards for all the different years, and putting that down again, it comos to 
about what I have given. '
3231. I wish you to explain how you arrived at your estimated profit on the lino;—will you be good 
eU?U e i i ?XP .11 you differ from the estimate of Mr. Harper, which shows a loss on the line ? 1 
only had his estimate in my hands for a few minutes. [ have put dowu the estimated traflic and returns 
between Inverell and Moree. Mr. Harper estimates tbe goods traffic at 8,810 tons, and 1 estimate tho 
goods traffic, inwards and outwards, at 5,300 tons.
j wou^ ^ ^ar s^ort °f Mr- Harper’s estimate ? If ho includes wheat in his estimate I would

add 2,500 tons to my estimate.
3233. He includes everything except passenger traffic, and the carriage of mails ? Mr. Harper has wool 
2,200 tons, and wool 1,000 tons, making a total of 3,200 tons.
3231. Where you have reckoned the charge on the carriage of goods at 15s., he has put down 10s. ? I 
seem to have 3,600 tons where he has 3,200 tons.

doe3 'V'0L!r cstimat0 £or vrfmat, hay, straw, and chaff, 5,000 tons at Ss , compare with his estimate ?
Wheat I have put down at 2,500 tons, 1,800 tons, and 1,250 tons.
3230. Mr. Harper puts down tho wool at 1,000 tons ? 1 have put down tlie wool at GOO tons from Invcrell 
to Moreo.
3237 Mr. Harper puts down the live stock at 250 trucks at 25s. ? I have put the live stock down at 
300 trucks at 30s.
3238. As regards the passengers to be carried, do you agree with his estimate ? I have estimated the 
passengers at 6,000.

' ffa.rPe1, down tlie passengers at 5,GOO? He has left out Bingara which has a population 
ot 2,/00. It is only about 20 miles from the railway station, and yet lie allows none of that traffic to the 
line. ■
3240. Are you aware that ho has not considered any Iraffic which may be got to the east of Inverell, 
that is, towards Glen Times ? 1 understand that he has taken none to 1 he cast. We presume that the 
*i'1’lilcr® W1,. ruii ,'vn they do all their storekeeping, dealing, and banking with Invcrell,
o-41. It a line to Moree is constructod, how far east towards Glen Innes do von think people will bo 
served with railway immniunication ? I say, 20 miles. The carriers have a'splendid metalled road 
nmnnig down lull. Ihe farmer can run in with his load, and the probability is that he will not go back 
that day. Many of our farmers around Inverell have exactly tho same distance to conic in. They come 
oLn huin v d^’’ d° tlielr shoPl™S> aud hT° 0ufc a little way in the afternoon.
3242 Ihe distance between Inverell and Glen Innes is only 42 miles, so that half the people will ho 

uy • ■Lnvereli BtiU10n> nnd thc olllCT ha'f of the people will go to Glen limes ? Yes.
3243. Having gbne through Mr. Harper s figures, do you feci satisfied that they arc under-estimated? 
lliey are under-estimated most decidedly. My figures come to £] 9,415.
3244. It would be very convenient if you would prepare an estimate on exactly tho same basis as Mr
Harper lias done, so as to show how your estimated profit is derived ? I should bo most happy to confer 
with Mr. Harper, and if he can show me whore I am wrong in my estimate, to give way. 1 have taken 
out a great lot of stock between the Moree-Iiiverell boundaries. J have left, out thousands of sheep 
which 1 teel sure would use the line. 1

Tea ; and he has put down wool at 2,000 tons at3245. You have put down wool at 3.000 tons at 15s. ?
13s. 4d. ’

Theu he has put down wool 1,000 tons at 1 7s. Cd. ? Yes. I have estimated GOO tons at 17s Gd. 
324/ . JCoughly speaking, your estimate of the revenue is £0,000 in excess of his estimate ? Yes. I had 
not the railway rates at hand when 1 made my estimate. I put down what f had been paying for my 
'™°‘i ! do not vimic 1 am T0t7 lar wrong. I was surprised to see bow close we are in places, 
uosn mi y°ur eEtimates wero realised, the railway would show an animal profit of about £3,000? Yes. 
paid? Yes course’ would be exclusive of land resumptions, and any compensation which might bo

3250. Have you estimated what the State may have to pav for land resumption and severance ? It is not 
very valuable land which it passes through. It will pass through a great deal of Crown land, I should 
think, and through laud valued at from £1 to 30s an acre ; aud near the town, I suppose, it would not 
come to more than £5 an acre, unless at the railway station.
3251. Mould it be fair to assume that in many cases the land would be given by tho landowners ? I 
won d not altogether say that. 1 should think they would give tho land at a nominal price. I should 
ttnntc the land resumption would be a very small item.
3252. Is it not a fact that pretty well all the farmers to the west of Inverell are favourable to the 
construction of this hue ? Yes, west and north.

ir16 ^‘‘lrmer® io t*K' orisf’ 1 suPI10se> would favour the Glen 1 lines connection ? Most of them would 
3254. Having made such a thorough examination of these two routes, which route do you think, in the 
Qor-CITS . , 16 C0U,drY should be constructed ? I think at the present time the Moree route.
32oo. 1 wish you to bear m mind the commercial aspect of the question ? I have dealt very fully with all 
this railway matter. I have been on their committees for about eighteen years. In advocating the Glen 
Innes [me, our object always was a coastal connection. In tho first resolution which was carried the 

36C-Q ' ' idea
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91- A- idea was to go from G-len Innes to Grafton , but lately at our meetings we Lave come to the idea that we 
Cruickahunt, are li]fC]y to get a line from Casino to Tenterfield. We arc fully alive to the fact that there is a 

very large market out west, and that our markets beyond tho local markets of Glou Innes to thc east, 
2B Oct 1896 au^ Warialda to the west, for a number of years must be Maitland and Isewcastlo. Ou thc lines between 

’ Inverell and Newcastle, and Inverell and Maitland, the carriage is exactly the same, so that when wc put 
our wheat into the hands of the Commissioners, it is immaterial to us which way they take it. It is only 
a question of carriage. We feel that in time to come there will very likely he a line from Casino to 
Tenterfield or somewhere up to the coast; and then we think this gap will be completed, and we will have 
onr coastal connection. ,
3206, If you had a coastal connection there would be a very large market at once for your cereals at 
Grafton, Lismore, and Kempsey f Yes. _ '
3257. But at the present time that can. hardly be taken into consideration on account of the cost of
carriage to Grafton ? No. We could not get to these markets if we bad ft line to Glen Innes to
morrow. .
3258. Bo you look upon Glen Innes as a good market for Inverell produce now P Tenterfield, Glen Innes,
and Armidale together can only take 50,000 bushels of wheat. . _ _
3259. That is, according to your estimate, about half the quantity for which a market, would be found in 
Moree ? Exactly. These figures, I may mention, I got from the Government Statistician.
32C0. Would you like to say anything about tbe carriage of general merchandise? Beyond wool and grain, 
I cannot say that I am an authority. Thc traffic managers say -1 Me make a fresh schedule every year, we 
arc business people ; we look at tbe traffic in a, district and we make our arrangements accordingly.” 
They tell me that out Bourke way the Commissioners have carried goods in at as low as £3 13s. a ton for 
a distance of 500 miles. Mr. Harper in framing his estimate, has, I assume, taken all this into consideration.
3261. Large quantities of merchandise are now sent from Sydney, via Grafton, to Glen Innes, and thence 
to Inverell? Yes.
3262. Supposing a line be constructed from Glen Innes to Invcrell, and supposing there be no coastal con
nection ; do you not think it is very likely that thc railway will bo ignored, and keen business men will 
contract to have their goods taken from Grafton to Inverell, avoiding tho expense of handling the goods 
at Glen Innes ? Yes. In the first place they will take this course to save the reloading or unloading 
charge. In tbe second place many of the carriers are Inverell men dealing with Inverell stores, and it 
would suit the storekeepers, for that short dislance, to give the carriers employment, as far as thc Grafton 
goods are concerned. _ t
3263. As far as thc carriage of general merchandise goes, a linn via Moree would be just as likely to get
the merchandise Iraffic from Sydney as a line Glen Innes r Tes. ^ _
326I. Mr. Blaek.] How far does the Warialda sheep district extend south of Warialda? _ It goes down 
to Cobbedah, which is about 25 miles south of thc hue. It goes down into a peak containing three runs, 
namely, 373,722, 733. ...
3265. It extends to within about 30 miles of Bingara? It goes 10 miles on the other side of Bingara,
which is 20 miles from the railway line. _
3266. How far east from TVarialda does it extend ? It lias been altered (.bis last month. On the cast,
it goes down to Little Plain ; on the south it goes down fo the river—I think you might almost say in a
line direct from Moree to the north-western corner of Borongera Bun. _
3267. How far is that from Moreo? .About 60 miles. 1 am not claiming any of this country in my 
estimate,
326S. You are claiming some of the Bingara traffic? I am claiming that Iraffic.
3269. Do yon think that the Bingara traffic will go to TVarialda? I do. _
3270. Even if a line bo constructed to Manilla? I think a great deal of it will. All these wheat
products will go west, I should think. _ _
3271. Is there a metalled road from Bingara to TVarialda? Yes ; 1 should think it is as good as the Glen

■ Innes road.
3272. Do you think it is likely to get a large proportion of tho traffic? ] think it must get a lot of the
traffic from Bingara. _
3273. With regard to the petition which has been presented, a number of the petitioners have signed 
petitions for a Glen Innes line at various times ? Yes ; I should think all of them in their time.
3274. There is nothing in thc wording of this petition which binds anyone to prefer a Moree-Inverell line 
to a Glen Innes-Inverell line? No. I think you will find that both petitions arc worded in that way.
3275. There is nothing to prevent any man who signed this particular petition from signing another
petition in favour of tlie railway by another route? No; or vice versa. _ _
3276. Even a man who has a preference for a Glen Inncs-lnverell line may sign this petition without 
straining his conscience ? Probably.

* 3277. Are you aware that there are a few signatures to the petition—not many I admit—from places which
one would hardly think would be affected by the construction of this railway. Eor instance, bow would any 
persons in Tingha benefit by its construction ? Very materially, because they would scud all tho tin round.
3278, Do you think they would send their tin to Inverell? Most certainly, because they have 16 miles
of a splendid road. If they go to Glen limes they mostly come through Inverell. I think since some 
work has been done on thc Elsemere Bead they are not doing it so much. i
3279. Do you think the Bingara people who signed thc petilion would also benefit, by tho construction of

■ the line ? I think so. There were some Inverell people working at a briilge down there.
3250. There are some signatures from Guyra ? I think they would send potatoes to Inverell. Guyra 
potatoes go down as far as Goondiwindi.
3251. How is it the people of Guyra send their potatoes so much further thau do the people of Invcrell?
You will have different cases of that kind. They have potatoes up there which they do not know what 
to do with. _
3282. Is it not a fact that they cannot grow potatoes in Inverell as well as they can do on the high 
lands ? Not as well—they do not keep so -well.
3283. Did you advocate the Moree-Inverell line at thc last election ? No, before tbe election.
3284. You said yesterday that if a line from Glen Innes to Grafton were constructed it would divert 
the traffic from the existing railway ? I did not say so ; but I think it would.

. 3285.'
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3285. If your estimate of the traffic between Moree aud JuvereJl is borne out, it will result in a proper- Gt. A. 
tionate reduction in the amount of the goods carried over tbe northern line to Glen Innes, and thence to Crwckshant, 
Invcrell? It would. Esq., M.P.
3280. The construction of a Moree-Inverell line would not mean an accession of traffic to the railway
system, but a diversion of traffic from an old line to a new line ? To an extent, '
3287. As far as Werris Creek? Yes. '
3288. You think there will be a return traflic from Moree to Inverell;—would ihat be goods from Sydney 
or Newcastle intended for consumption in the districts ? Yes ; mostly salt, sugar, and wire.
3283. Would there be no return ot goods or products of tbe Moree district;—do they produce anything 
there which could bo consumed in tbe Inverell district r No: there might be some traflic in a dry season 
with stock. J
3289!- If your estimate of the goods carried to Inverell through Moree from Sydney should be discovered 
to be an over-estimate—il it should be found out that it is impossible for tbe rail way to compete against tbe 
water-borne traffic to Grafton and thence by team, will there not be a constant return of empty trucks ? No,
3290. Would there not he empty trucks running up from Moree to Inverell without goods in order to 
bring down tbe Inverell products to Moree? 1 say that they would get a return traffic.
3291. But I ask if they should not get a return traffic would not that take place p Probably.
3292. There will be no local traflic to take its place ? Npt much local traffic. ‘
3293. In estimating the consumption of Invcrell products at Moree, did you consider tbe competition with 
Warialda? Yes.
329-1. What products have yon attributed to the Warialda district ? Practically nil, because thev have no 
mill for flour. They have a mill at Bingara, and they had only 10,000 bushels of wheat in 1894-5, which 
was a good year.
3295. You do not apprehend that with tlie construction of the railway they may get a mill at Warialda?
They may. There is a lot of good wheat country from about 15 miles east of Warialda, I have a lot of 
land down that way. Men have tried farming there a good deal, but tliey have not been very successful.
The real good farming land is more about Needy Creek.
3296. You do not tliink it possible that even if there be no flour-mill in Warialda, they may send their
surplus, if they have any. to Morse ? Yos, a lot of it; but I may tell you that all the agricultural land is 
m the Inverell electorate, aud is included in my returns, except the high land plains. My electorate comes 
within 3 miles of Warialda. '
3297. But the produce of that part of the electorato which borders on Warialda would not go into Inverell
but to Warialda, aud would boiucluded in the Warialda traflic returns? Yes; but I may toll vou that tho 
land you are calculating on there is not yet under cultivation. '
3298. You were talking yesterday of thc homestead settlers at Moree, and you said that you thought: that 
a homestead settler could live on about 2,500 acres ? I said lots of them do.
3299. Yon said that there arc about 4,000,000 acres of laud available in tho Moree district? No, I think 
you misunderstood me there. In this block of country, extending 30 miles from the railway line on the 
south down to the Queensland border on the north, up to about Waterloo on the other side,’across thcro 
and down to Moree, there are, 1 think, 2,700,000 acres of Crown land by tbe Land Offico returns.
3300. _ "Where did you get^ your 4,000,000 acres from ? On tho other side of Moree. I think it was 
mentioned in a return furnished by the District Surveyor down there.
3301. If'all this land were settled over, with an average of 4d persons to each area of 2,500 acres, it would
mean an increased population of about 7,000 people ? Yes; but] have not calculated it on that basis 
at all, I have put down tbe population at about, 8,000. •
3302. Do you tliink that Inverell will supply Gunnedah ? Not in wheat, hut it would in potatoes to
some extent. ‘ ' *
3303. 1 ou think that Invcrell would supply Narrabri with wheat? Yes.
3304. Have you not taken into consideration the probable competition with Quirindi—Quirindi is distant 
108 jmlos from Narrabri, while Invcrell is about 159 miles from Narrabri ? Yes.
3305. With the distance of 52 miles in favour of Quirindi, do you think that Inverell will successfullv 
compete with it? Yes, because wc have a better climate; and I think you will find that wc have a 
better yield.
3306. You think that will compensate for the extra 52 miles? I think so. We have a very good yield 
m Inverell. I think we can compete with any of these places.
3307. If the rates on the Moree-Inverell railway should be found, or should be deemed too high to 
attract traffic, a reduction of rates—if it attracted traflic—could not increase the estimated amount ? I 
want to show you clearly that what applies to aj-ailway by Moree applies exactly the same to a railway 
by Glen Innes, the rates^being the same to Newcastle, without taking into consideration the grades.
With t.ie zone system of 25 miles, the rate being only 2d. a ton, the carriage is practically the same to 
the two places. The only competing power is the team traffic to Grafton. '
3308 You mean to _say that the carriage for 509 miles, from Sydney to Inverell, will be as little as it 
would oe for 57b miles, from Sydney to Inverell by Grlen Innes ? Yes. Either way tbe freights would 
be the same to Inverell.
3309. I suppose your estimate, as^ well as Mr. Harper’s estimate of the traffic, is based on a fair 
aggregate production and consumption ? Yes.
3310. Should the lino tail to attract the amount of traffic you anticipate, and should a reduction of
fieights ensue, in order to attract traffic, such a proceeding, even if it attracted traflic which was 
formerly anticipated, would not raise tbe aggregate earnings of the railway to the former estimate, 
because they would be only carrying tbe same amount of goods at lesser rates ? To bring that about, 
the goods would have to be carried between Inverell and Grafton at a lower rate than they are. 1
3311. At what do you anticipate they could land general goods in I nverell from (Sydney? Taking the 
Bourke lineman » basis, Ihey would laud them there at from £1 to £4 5s. a tom ‘
3312. Ihat is from Sydney by train ? Yes ; on the same basis as they are carried on the Bourke line.
3313. That is a great deal less than they are landing them at Glen Innes now for? We send down wool 
at £2 17s. The rates for a lot of the goods are £5 a ton.
3314. You know that they do not carry general goods at tho same rate as wool ? Quite so.
3315. If wc have it in evidence ihat tlie rate will be about £8 per ton, you do not think that would be

rather
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(J. A. rather a prohibitory rate—at what rate could you land general goods from Sydney via Grafton ? I do not 
Ganckrimnlc, know exactly what they pay. The steamer rate is from 8s. to 12s. 6d. a ton. “When I was living up 

there, and got all my goods through Grafton, I used to pay £5 10s. a ton. I hear now that they are 
23 Oct. 1896. Setting their goods up at from £3 10s, to £4 10s. a ton. As far as I know, it is heavy goods, such as 

1 salt, sugar, and wire, which go up. I understand that very few general goods go from Grafton.
3316. Mr. Kirkcaldie states that the present truck rate from Moree is £6 14s. 8d. per ton. You expect 
to send goods nearly 100 miles further at £2 14s. 8d. a ton less? Yes ; because they are doing it at 
Glen Innes. \Ye have been sending our goods to Glen Innes, and sending them back to Armidale and 
to Guyra, because the carriage on the long distance is so much cheaper. Wc find it better to send to 
Gden Innes, and pay the difference to Armidale, than to send from Sydney to Armidale. I have a copy 
of the differential-rate book here, and I think you will find that tho rates for long distances bear out my 
statement. Out to Bourke the rate is £20 for a 6-ton truck.
3317. Bor what goods? It is the rate for rabbit-netting that I am looking at.
3318. But 1 am referring to general goods? I am under thc impression that a great deal of the goods 
which go np from Grafton are heavy goods. To Wagga the truck rate is £24, and to all stations on the 
southern line from Wagga to Albury and Corowa it is only £18.
3319. Mr. Kirkcaldie says that if thc rates are charged on the ordinary scale there will bo an average of 
£8 a ton paid. If, therefore, goods can be landed from Sydney or Newcastle via Grafton, and thence by 
team to Glen Innes, at from £4 to £4 15s. a ton, and in exceptional cases at £3 13s. a ton, and if the 
only advantage in sending goods by railway be a saving of time, it is fair to suppose that the railway rates 
will be reduced by nearly a fourth if the Commissioners are to get the traflic,—instead of charging £8 7s. 
on an average all round, as Mr, Kirkcaldie says, they tvould have to charge about £1- 7s. a ton? The 
case you cite is a very exceptional ease for heavy goods.
3320. £3 13s. is an exceptional rate,but the average rate is between £4 and £41 os. ? It is £410s., I believe.
3321. That would mean that the Commissioners would have to reduce the rates from £8 7s. a ton to 
£4 10s. in order to get traffic away from the Grafton Hoad ? I have calculated this on the rates which 
they are charging on the long lines. Taking the Bourke line, and all lines similarly situated on this flat 
country, if it pays the llailway Commissioners to carry at these rates, and we arc put on the same footing, 
we can get this traffic.
3322. That is exactly what I say—that if thc Commissioners want the traffic they will have to reduce the
rate from £8 7s. a ton all round ? It might run to somewhere under £5. '
3323. Thc question whether it will pay its wav or not depends altogether on the adoption of differential 
rates sufficiently low to enable thc Commissioners to compete successfully with thc sea route? 1 think 
you will see as regards Inverell I have taken a small estimate. I have been taking only half what has 
been imported into the district. After 1 made up my estimate 1 went and found what goes into Narrabri 
every year in return Iraffic from thc cities I found that tho tonnage is 3,000 to Narrabri, to Gunnedah 
0,106, to Tenterfield 2,123, to Glen Innes 9.741, and to Armidale 7,627. Of what goes from Glen Innes to 
Inverell I have only taken one-half. H wo reduce to half rates lo get the whole of the traffic—if wc carried 
for 50 per cent, less than has been calculated to get the whole of tlie traflic,—we would not lose anything.
3324. 3Jr. Hassall.~\ With regard to the petition presented by you, and signed by 1.100 of the residents 
of Inverell, I presume that those persons arc principally adults? As far as 1 know, they arc.
3325. It docs not include any school children r 1 looked carefully through the signatures, and I think 
you will find that they are all representative men.
3326. A large proportion of these people are engaged in farming and agricultural pursuits ? Most of 
our farmers’ names arc there, I think.
3327. How many adults do you think would be against the railway if you could get all their signatures ? 
On the electoral roll there are 1,800 names.
3328. Out of those 1,800 persons you have the signatures of 1,100 persons in favour of the railway lo 
Moree ? 1 think so.
3329. You know Moree pretty well, and you have travelled ever tho country between Moree and Inverell 
frequently ? Yes.
3330. How does the country to the east of Inverell compare with the country to tho west of Inverell, as 
regards its suitability for agriculture? The country lying 20 miles east of Invcrell is about thc host 
agricultural land. 1 suppose for 20 miles on the road to Glon Innos it. is good agricultural land, and the 
land for 20 miles west of Inverell towards Warialda is magnificent agricultural land.
3331. Beautiful chocolate soil ? Black flats and red loam.
3332. Practically, the country for 20 miles in each direction is similar ? It is all good agricultural land.
3333. Beyond the 20-mile limit from Inverell to Glen Innes, what class of country do you consider il? 
Jt is more stony country, consisting of high lauds.
3334. And beyond the 20-milc limit from Inverell to Warialda, what class of country is it? The great 
scope of agricultural land then lies down the river.
3335. There is a very large scope of agricultural land in that direction ? Yes.
3336. You have seen from the documents submitted by the Bailway Construction Branch of thc 
Department of Public Works that they can construct 96 miles from Inverell to Moree for less than they 
can construct 53 miles from Inverell to Glen Innes ? Yes.
3337. Por nearly £40,000 less ? Yes.
3338. In constructing the line via Moree they would open up 100 miles of country, as against 53 miles of 
country by taking the other route ? Yes.
3339. Is it not possible, in consequence of the comparatively level nature of the country between Inverell 
and Moree, and between Moree and Werris Creek, that the Commissioners can convey goods as cheaply as, or 
more cheaply if anything, than they can by the mountainous route via Glen Innes ? It would look like that.
3340. How is the land held between Inverell and Glen Innes ? By Mr. Campbell, Inverell Station;
Mr. Anderson, Newstead; Mr. Sinclair, Waterloo; and ihe Vivers, King’s Plain Estate; and then thcro 
are some small properties around Glen Innes. •
334L. Is the land freehold or leasehold ? Preehold.
331-2. The whole of the laud worth purchasing has been purchased? Yes.
83 43. And the land is practically comprised in four estates ? Yes.
3344. How is the land held on tbe western side of Invcrell? In mixed holdings. Out to Little Plain it 
is all freehold land—that is, for a distance of 12 miles, Then from Beedy Creek and Big Plain the lands
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arc practically freehold estates. Then you fret into Gragene Hun, which is a mixed holding, consisting of 
so much freehold and so much Crown land. There is a big lot of Crown land to be thrown open there *-!fllictphank, 
next year. . ° 1 ^M P
.3345. Is it of good quality ? Tes. Between Inverell and Moree, within 15 miles of the railway on either 23~0ct~"]S9G. 
side, there are 400,000 or 500,000 acres of Crown land, and of that area 270,000 acres are allrich reserves. ’
.1340. That land is of pretty good quality ? Tes ; it is admirably adapted for pastoral settlement,
3347. On the eastern side of Inverell the proposed line, as surveyed, runs through private lands ? Tes.
3348. On the route from Inverell to Moreo the line goes through a portion of purchased land, and then 
gets into mixed holdings, consisting of freehold and leasehold lands of excellent quality ? Tes.
3349. Bo you think that laud will be taken up and made available for settlement? 1 believe it will be 
applied for oyer and over again as soon as it is thrown open,
3350. There is a possibility of a large additional settlement on tbe land between Inverell and Moree in 
the near future ? Tos.
3351. To what place do the farmers of Inverell look for a market more particularly ? Mostly Moree.
3352. In saying that they look to Moree, do you take into consideration the. country lying out towards 
the Queensland border as well ? We take from Warialda right down the rivers, and right out to Moree.
Wc cannot got further than there. At the present time the carriage is £2 a ton. But on the extension 
of the line to Moree we expect to get stuff out as far as Walgett.
3353. Ton are aware that it is pretty fair country to travel over from Moree to Walgett in anything like
decent weather ? Tes. * ‘ °
3354. As regards stock-routes, you are not confined to a narrow lane, which has thc effect of practically
closing the traffic? No. 1 ’
335o. Ton think that with a railway to Moree you can practically command the Walgett market for 
Invcrell cereals ? Tes. 1 ”
335G, Bo you know the country about Moree pretty well? Tes.
33o7. Bo you know that agriculture has been tried there in the valleys and given up as a bad job, owing 
to the uncertainty of the seasons ? It has been followed there.
3358. It is only in isolated places, and by means of irrigation, that they have been able to grow crops ?
X cs.
qooo ST0 lao'vledSe ^le irrigation which has been tried at Boolooroo ? Tes.
3360, That was successful on account of being able to water where necessary the small area? Tes.
33G1. Bo you think that the whole of the surplus wheat produced in thc Inverell district could not be 
advantageously disposed of in that direction—in fact, more if you could produce it ? I think wc will supply 
all that market, and I believe we will supply a great deal towards Maitland and all tho othor towns. We 
can grow so much wheat. It is simply a question of putting in the seed.
3302. Bo \ ou think the producer can deliver his product at thc market with a reasonable prospect of 
getting a fair return ;—do you think that the charges for conveyance will not swallow up the price? No 
outside growers can compete with us.
3303. Il ave jou taken into consideration the probability of Quirindi coming into competition with you ?
xes; I have all the Quirindi returns. '
3304. What is tho distance from Quirindi to Moree? 172 miles.
3305. C;ould Quirindi, if it had to carry stuff 172 miles by rail, compete with Inverell, which has to carry
)ts stuff only 9/ miles ? I would not think so. r > j
3300. Is it not a fact that Invcrell, even though handicapped with the road carriage, supplies a very largo 
proportion of the \\ esiern Bisfrict with cereals ? I believe so. One storekeeper in Moree got 1,850 tons 
ot stuff lor himself from Inverell at £2 a ton carriage. Wc do not send all to Moree ; we send down tho . 
rivers. Jt we could send it for 8s. a ton you can see how much more easily wc could compote. AVe could 
not only send down to Moreo at Ss. aton, butwc could get all the way out to Walgett, and rmht on 
towards Queensland. » > o
3307. It is stated in the report of the Sectional Committee—“ that tho climatic conditions in the vicinity of 
Moree arc unsuitable for agricultural products—the almost total absence of cultivation at the present time 
appears to furnish conclusive evidence on that point.” ; that is borne out by your own experience ? Yes. 
oo^o iyoree , s ^ectl habit of looking to Inverell for the greater portion of her supplies ? A~cr.
3309. Do you know whether there is any prospect of tho Narrabri district cultivating on such terms that 
it could compete with Inverell ? Not Narrabri. ’
3370. Is it not a fact that their agricultural land is verv limited in extent ? Thev only "row about 2 000
bushels of wheat. “ - j r> .
3371. They are a long way short in producing what thev require ? Yes.
3372. It is also stated in the Sectional Committee’s report—“that this district does not appear to 
present a sufficient market for the products of the largo producing centre of J nverell;’1—is that borne 
out by your experience ? Certainly not.
33/3; Is it not a fact that a very large area of land will be shortly available for settlement in the Moree 
district, extending out to the Queensland border ? A great deal of land.
3374. And from the quality of that land it is certain to be taken up very rapidly? Yes ; it will be applied 
Jor over and over again.

:pmt. ?lus1' rcsult in a largely-increased settlement, and demand for Inverell products ? Exactly.
3376. It will create a much larger population, and it will necessitate a much larger area of land beiii" nut 
under cultivation in the Inverell district ? Tes.
337/. One paragraph in the (Sectional Committee’s report has struck me rather forcibly, and it is this 
one:—1' that Inverell as a great agricultural centre is entitled to the chief consideration"in this inquiry.”
Bo you not know of your own knowledge that proposals have been submitted to Parliament for railway 
connection with Glen Innes ? Tes. ■'
3378. That proposal has always passed through the Assembly ? Tes.
3379. And it has always been rejected by the Legislative Council ? Tes.
3330. Judging from past experience, and the evidence given with regard to the largely-increased cost of 
construction between Glen Innes and Invcrell, as compared with tho estimated cost of the line between 
Inverell and Moree, is it likely, in your opinion, that any proposal to connect Inverell with Glen limes 
would now meet with a favourable reception ? Not in the Upper House.

33S1-2.
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3881-2. Therefore, as there is a prospect of a connection being made with Inverell, and as the Inverell 
producers are desirous of that connection being made, as it would open up to them a much larger market, 
it is advisable that this railway should he constructed ? Yes. .
8383. Do you think that this connection between Inverell and Moree would be more beneficial to the 
people of Inverell than would a connection with G-len Junes ? Yes; at the present time..
8384. Js there any prospect of a market to the east of Inverell ? Only to the extent of about 50,000
bushels of wheat, and wheat only. •
8385. Where would that he disposed of ? I think, frequently to Mr. TJtz, m Glen Innes.
3330, In all probability the farmers who supply that demand would he in a position to haul the wheat to 
Glen Innes, provided that no railway were constructed, and they could not get a better market elsewhere ? 
I think they are sending flour at 10s. a ton up to G-len Innes. We have carted rvheat up there when the 
prices have happened to he good, which is only casually. The market up there is very limited,
3387. You have practically an unlimited market to the west? We have always a market in the west.
3388. Do you know whether flour has not been delivered from Inverell as far out as St. George’s Bridge,
in Queensland? I should think so. _
3389. And also on the large stations lying between the Balloon Hirer and the Barwou Itiver? I know 
that our carriers have gone out a long way with our wheat into tho western part of Queensland.
3390. Is it not a fact that many carriers from the Inverell district are in the habit of taking loading out
from Inverell and Moree in a slow season, and bringing wool as hack loading ? I es. ^
3391. The market for the Inverell produce is not hounded by the boundaries of thc Colony ? iS'o; I 
tliink we will get a great market across the border.
3392. AVill you give the Committee an idea of tho area which you think will he supplied with Inverell 
products? I think we shall serve the country lying out from Walgett right across into Queensland, 
towards St. George, aud then running in an easterly direction to a point nearly opposite Boggabilla.
3393. Is there any country to the south which could expect to compete with Inverell if a line he con
structed to Moree? No ; the only competing point gets its wheat from about Little Plain.
339-1. If a line is constructed to Moree your market will extend to within a radius of 150 miles west of 
Moree ? I think so.
3395. Is it your opinion that the proposed connection between Moree and Inverell is the best connection 
which can be made, having regard to the producing interests in the Inverell district ? Yes.

, TUESDAY, 27 OCTOEEE, 1896. 

Present:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman),

Thc Hon. Frederick Thomas HuMririiRY. 
The Hon. .Iames Hoskins.
The Hon. Chaiilks .Tames Eouerts, C.M.G. 
Tlie Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O'Connor.

Francis Augustus Wright. Esq.

Henry Clarke, Esq.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq 
John Lionel Fegan, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Moree to Inverell,

George Alexander Oruickshank. Esq., M.P., sworn, ami further examined :—
A- jiqpc;, Okairman] J understand that you desire to make a statement in regard to your previous eviden 

ilvn Vt* p'’ Yes. I have found, by going into the question of rates again, the reason for thc discrepancy betw
Lsq,,DJ.t. , ' , . _ rtf' ___j n________________________________j. r ..^u.ssU-~

CmioJi
PST. -..... ,__ _____ my former

27 Oct., JS0G. returns
statement as to traffic

Mr. Ij Mi.
I Harper'sCruickshank's

Ttatos. ! Katea.il

Moree and Inverell.

In and out goods, 3,500 tons, @ 
Wheat, hay, chaff, corn, and

potatoes, 5,500 tons........@
Wool from 240.001) sheep, 600

tons..................................... @
live stock, 250 trucks..........@
Passengers, 0,000.................. (a

Waricihla.

Goods, including grain, 700
tons.......................................@

Goods, including grain, 2,300
tons................................... («.

Wool, 3,000 tons ................
Live stock, 3,000 tracks...... (ffl|
Passengers, 3,000 .................. (S',
Casual tracking, Moree toi

Inverell .................................. I
Mails ......................................

£ s. d. £ s. d.

15|- 2,625 0 0 10/- 1,750 0 0

ah 2,200 0 0 SI- 2,200 0 0

n.'fi 52:> 0 0 17/6 525 0 0
30|- 450 0 0 251- 312 10 0
12/6 3,750 0 0 I0|- 3,000 0 0

7,- 245 0 0 10|- 1,500 0 0

10,- 1,150 0 0
)5|- 2.250 0 0 13)4

201-
2,000 0 0

251- 3.750 0 0 3,000 0 0
5|- 750 0 0 5(- 750 0 0

500 0 0 Nil.
1,200 0 0 1,200 0 0

19,305 0 0 10,237 0 o!
1

Mr. Hai’per has 500 tons less goods from Inverell, 
but lie has left out carriage of minerals.

Mr. Harper has 500 tons less produce, hut con
sider my estimate quite reliable.

In wool, adding Inverell and Warialda together, 
we differ only COO tons; but Mr. Harper 
leaves out all wool east ol Inverell and south 
of the Warialda line towards Bingera, which 
Mr. Cmickshank considers must come to tho 
line, and makes the difference.

We differ 2,000 tons in goods, Warialda and 
Moree; but considering the output of the 
Warialda distriet, and the population of 
Warialda and Buisaia divisions, and tlie 
receipts from the railway stations at present, 
consider Mr. Harper’s figutes absurdly low.

Differenea in live stool? immaterial. Mr. Harper 
allows for stock going by toad that Mr, 
Oruickshank put ift trucks.

Passenger traffic differs 1,000 ; Mr. Cruickshnnk 
maintains estimate correct on population 
basis, and Mr. Harper m evidence admits 
being on safe side.

Difference in rates—£3,157 10a.

The
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The lion. Thomas Hawkins Smith, M.L.C., sworn, and examined :—
3397. Chairman.'] You were for many years a resident on the Clarence ? Yes, and I am so still. T'lj^c
3393. Clarke.] I understand that you have no knowledge of the couni.rv between 1 nverell and Moree ? ' q ’
No. '
3399. You have a statement to make in regard to a line from Grlen Innes to Inverell ? A line from Glen 27 Oct., 1896. 
Innes to Inverell seems to me a natural one to make. Notwithstanding what statistics may prove, a lino
from Moree to Inverell can only be a temporary expedient. Eventually the produce of all ihe country 
to be served by such a line must go to the north coast, and when means of communication arc opened 
up in some port on the north coast, the whole, of New England and thc country to the west of it will be 
occupied by people growing produce for export At present nothing can be grown there which will 
stand 500 miles of railway carriage—except wool. Tho reason why there has not boon much cultivation 
in that district is that the railway carriage to a port is so high that it eats np all the profits. With a 
railway to some port on tlie north coast, however, produce from thc districts 3 speak of would have 
only 150 miles oi railway to travel over. Such a railway would probably allow of grain and wine, and 
other things, besides wool, being produced.
3400. You think that there should be a connection between Glen Innes and Invcrell with a view to, at 
some future time, an extension lo the const? Yes. Ar the present lime tho whole of New England, 
from Tonterfield to Armidale, is so far from a port that nothing can be produced profitably there, except 
wool,
3101. What is thc rate of carriage from Grafton to Inverell P I do not know ; but 3 have seen the rate 
from Glen Innes to Grafton stated as from £3 los. to £4 a ton. On tlie Clarence there is a meat
preserving company at whose works 10,080 cuttle have been treated this year. They are unable to got 
sltoep, because of the distance by road to the New England table-land; but if there wero a railway they 
would be able to preserve a groat many of tbe shoop from Notv England and the country lying at tho 
back of it. I have here, too, an advertisement which appeared in tho Grafton Examiner, and which shows 
that the Eresh Eood and Ice Company are prepared to purchase cream, butter, pig*, aud other farm 
produce, at their works on the Clarence. It would help to find a market for such produce from Now 
England, if it could bo got down to tho coast at a cheap rate.
3402. I suppose you are of opinion that with a line from Glen Junes to tho northern coast there would 
be nu immense interchange of products between Ihe table-land and the coast district? Yos. The country 
on the table-land would be cultivak-d for such crops as it would pay to grow, while tropical fruits, sugar, 
merchandise, &c , would bo sent from the coast to the table-land in exchange. We have made mistakes 
in our railway system before We made a mistake in bringing the traffic from tho Mudgce district to 
Sydney, instead of allowing it to go to its natural port, Newcastle,
3403. At tho present time, very little goes from the table-land to tbe coast except wool? Nothing at all.
3404. What comes from thc coast to the table-land ? All kinds of merchandise and sugar. When drays 
come dowu loaded with wool they take back merchandise.
3405. Tho Clarence Ki ver is in a better position, so far as navigation is concerned, now, than it was in 
years gone by ? A great deal. I have not heard of a vessel being detained for some years.
340(5. What is tho depth of water on the bar? Eighteen feet, I believe : but 1 have made no inquiry.
3407. When the harbour works are completed the depth on the bar will be still greater ? I have been 
told bo.
3408. Do you know anything about tbe state of navigation on tho Eichmond, or at Coff’s Harbour?
Only what I read in tbe newspapers.
3400. You think that on the whole it would be to tbe public interest to connect Inverell with Glen limes, 
with the ultimate intention of carrying thc line on to the coast ? Yes.
3410. Mr. Fagan.] You are not acquainted with the country between Moree and Inverell ? No.
3411. Thou bow canyon draw a comparison between that country and the country lying between Inverell 
and Gralton ? In my opinion it will bo impossible to send Inverell produce—that is, except wool—500 
miles by railway.
3412. Tour great object is to connect Glen Inues and Grafton by rail, and to have a port at Grafton?
Well, Grafton seems to be the natural port; but you might have the port anywhere on the Clarence, or 
the Eichmond. The Clarence is in a direct line from New England to the coast.
3413. You wish to draw the attention of the Committee to the possibilities of a connection between the 
table-land and tho Clarence ? Yes. 3 daresay there are plenty of men who know what Sydney was forty 
years ago, and who know how railway communicatiou with the interior has added to its wealth. In a 
similar way, if the produce from the country at thc back of New I'lngland, aud from New England, is 
brought down to ils natural port on the Clarence, we shall have a very large town there in less than thirty 
years. 1 have no personal interest in this matter.
3414. Mr. Jln&scilll) Do you think that a line from Glen Inues to Inverell would he of any advantage to 
tho Now England district without a connection to some part of thc north coast ? I think such a line 
would bo more advantageous than a connection with Inverell going westward ; although Invcrell supplies 
Moree and the country to the west with flour, that is only a temporary market, and it seems to me that 
those places will one day grow all tho produce they require for themselves. IVTiat traffic would there bo 
on the proposed line, except wool.
3415. Wc have evidence to show that tho Moree district requires something like 50,000 bushels of wheat
por annum, while there is no agriculture further west ? But have you not good bores there which will 
eventually be used for irrigation purposes ? -
341(3. J do not think that any large area can bo cultivated in that way. What 3 want fo get at is this ; 
would a connection between Glen Innes and Invcrell be of any advantage to the north-coast district?
No, unless the line were extended on to the north coast.
3417. Ton regard a line from Glon Innes to Inverell as the first step towards an extension to the north 
coast ? Yes.
3418. You have said with regard to the moat works on the Clarence that they must look to tho west for 
their supplies? Yes, for sheep. They can gd, their cattle from the Clarence and Hiehmond districts, 
aud from the lower pare of Queensland.
3419. Do you not think that a connection between Moree and Inverell would be the strongest argument in 
favour of an extension to the coast? I think it would be much more advantageous to have a connection

between
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The Hon. between Glen Innes anil Inverell first. Tho line might then be carried further west, or it might be taken 
np towards the Qneenlnnd border. ,

1 ’ ' ‘ 3120. If no cultivation is done in the west, that district must look east for its supplies P I do not know
ZTOct^lMe cultivation could not be carried out there if tbe water from the bores were used.

* ' 3121. Mr. llobe-rt$,~\ Do you know tbe Invcrell district at all ? I do not know tbe country beyond Glen
Innes. _ . . . T
3422. You know it by repute? I have always beard that it is one of thc richest districts in New South 
Wales.
3423. Is your sole reason for preferring the Glen Innes-Inverell line to the Moree-Inverell line the fact 
that you consider it the first step toward a line to the north coast ? Yes.
3424. How far is Glen Innes from a port on the Clarence? The latest survey goes to Glencoe. That
distance is about 110 miles, 1 believe. _ 4 ,
3425. That is the line you would like to sec constructed ? I think that is the only way in which the land in 
the north-western districts can bo used for anything but wool-growing,
3420. Would there be a large market on the coast for Invcrell produce? Yes; and there would be a large 
market on the table-land from the produce for the coastal districts. _ _ _
3427. There would be an interchange of commodities? Yes; because the two districts would grow entirely
different kinds of produce. _ .
3428. Have you given any consideration to the proposal to carry tho rail way from Tenterfield to Lismore?
Ho. It seems to me that such a lino would be too near the Queensland border, and the trade would 
probably go to Brisbane instead of to Sydney. .
3429. Would any wool bo picked up along the route of a Hue from Glen Innes to Grafton? Ho; but 
there would be other produce. Cattle are now largely reared in those districts and, with proper railway 
facilities, no doubt dairying would be entered into.
3430. Would any timber be sent along the line? It is a thickly timbered district, but I do not know that
any timber would be carried by tbe railway. _
3431. Mr. Hoskins.'] It is only 320 miles from Glen Innes to Hewcastle; do you know that wheat is
brought to Sydney fromBerrigan and from places between Albury and Wagga, which arc much further away ? 
H°. ' _ _
3432. Supposing a railway were made from the coast to Glen Innes, and it had the effect of making that 
town a distributing centre for the district between Armidale aud Tenterfield, what would the Government 
do with the railway from Armidale to Tamworth—close it up ? Ho ; there would always be traffic along 
that line. It is part of tbe main line connecting this Colony with Queensland. Then, too, there in' a lot 
of country south of Armidale the produce from which would eomo to Sydney.
3433. Could not thc mails as well as merchandise he sent round through Grafton ? That would never be
done. There would be a large passenger traffic from Grafton to the table-land, and that traffic would 
increase. _ _ _
3434. Do you know that wheat is brought from Harromine io Sydney, which is a greater distance thau from 
Glen Innes to Sydney ? Ho; but of course Sydney is thc natural port for the country along the western 
Hue, just as Hewcastle is for the Mudgeo district, and the Clarence for the north-western district.
3435. Mr. Ifumphery.] I understand your view to be that the railway should be carried due west from 
the .coast ? Yes ; west, or north-west.
343G. You think that the reduction of railway freights would lead to a large increase in production upon 
tho table-land and in the north-western districts ? Yes.
3437. Is it your view that a railway from the coast should slop at Glen Inues ? Ho.
3438. Do you think that such a lino should be carried west from Glen limes ? Yes.
3139. So that eventually it would strike tho north-western line ? Onco it got to Inverell it might be 
taken in any direciion,
3440. "Would you stop at Inverell, or should the line be taken further on ? Haturally, it should notstop 
at Inverell.
3441. Your view is that the construction of a railway from Moree lo Inverell may delay the connection 
between Inverell and tbe coast ? Yes.
3442. Otherwise there is no reason why that line should not be made ? Yes.
3443. Mr. TrickettYou look upon this proposal from a national point of view ? Yes, entirely.
3444. With a view to decentralisation, you think tho whole of the traffic from the north-western country 
should go down to the nearest port ? Yes.
3445. Have you considered whether a line to Grafton would pay ? It would probably not pay at first;
but as the country became more populated, and more land was brought under cultivation, the lino would 
pay- .
3443. You have not gone into figures? Ho.
3447. Why did you refer to the advertisement of the Fresh Food and Ice Company ? That company is 
prepared to buy produce coming from New England. There would be a market for it on the Clarence. 
The company have cream sent to Sydney from as far west as Bathurst.
3448. What do they do with what they purchase at Grafton ? They have not yet purchased more than is 
required for local consumption ; but they intend to have refrigerating chambers placed in the steamers so 
that they may send produce to Sjrdney. They buy all kindsof farm produce—pigs, fowls, eggs, milk, and cream.
3449. A railway to Grafton from tbe table-land would feed this industry ? Yes. A good deal would be 
produced between Grafton and Glen Innes. _
3450. Does much wheat go from Hew England to Grafton ? Ho wheat goes that way, because there are 
no mills on tho Clarence ; but some flour may be sent.
3451. Is much flour sent down? I do not know; but some is sent.
3452. I suppose the heavy rates of carriage would militate against much being seut ? I suppose so. I 
think you could get flour cheaper from Sydney.
3453. Does much produce of any description come dowu from the table-land ? I think only wool comes 
down.
3454. .Arc you pledged to any particular connection between the table-land and tbe coast? Ho.
3455. Have you long held thc view that there should be such a connection ? Yes ; 1 have held it for a
long time. Such a connection would develop the north-western district, just as the country about 
Orange and Bathurst has been developed by the railway, 345G.
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345G. You look to these northern ports as possibly thc outlets for large exportations to foreign countries ? T*le Hon.
I do not know whether the river could be deepened sufficiently to admit large vessels, but a moderate 
sized ship could come up.
3457. Mr. Wright.'] ])o you know the population of the north coast district? No; but I believe that 27oct-) 
there are about 15,1100 people on thc Clarence, and tho population is increasing.
3453. They grow no breadstuffs on the coast? No.
3459. You think that if the connection you speak of were made, a paying traffic would spring up in a few 
years ? I think so.
3460. Is the population of the north coast district increasing very rapidly? There is only the natural 
increase.
3461. Js all the land Ihat is available occupied ? It is all occupied; but the greater part of it is occupied 
only for pastoral purposes.
3462. Is it all alienated ? No.
3463. You know tbe country on thc Upper Clarence leading towards tbe table-land? There are a lot of 
steep ranges between the Clarence proper and thc table-land.
3-164. I have been told that there are magnificent belts of timber all through that country? Ido not think 
there would be very much where it is proposed to take the railway.
3465. I am speaking of the whole country from Tabulam right through to G-uy Pawkes? Yes ; hut I do 
not think much cedar has been left there".
3466. There is a considerable amount of mineral wealth there ? They have discovered a good many 
“ blows ” of gold; but .1 do not know that tbe fields will prove permanent.
3467. Uo you think that a railway might be the means of opening up industries which we do not know of 
at the present time ? Yes, 1 think so.
3468. You stated that the meat-works on the Clarence cannot treat sheep, because they cannot get them 
down? Yes.
3469. Cannot sheep travel down the mountains? "Well, there are so many rivers to cross.
3470. .And I suppose they would lose condition in coming down ? JTobably.
3471. Mr. Lee.] Have you been from the Clarence to Tenterfield ? Yes.
3472. Is not the country between Grafton and Tenterfield very much superior to the country between 
Glen Innes and Grafton ? Part of it is : but when you get up to Drake it is all very much the same.
3473. Are not thc grades easier ? That I do not know. Tlie railway would not go where the road goes. ,
3474. Are there not more people getting a living either by mining or by fanning between Tenterfield and 
Grafton titan between Glon limes and Grafton v I should think not. There is some mining at Drake ; 
hut I do not think that there is any farming between tlie Clarence and Tenterfield.
3475. "When were you across there last? About three vears ago.
3176. Are you aware that there are at least three times as many men at Drake now as there were five 
years ago ? 1 daresay there may be. "
3477. Are you aware that large areas have been taken up there bv selectors during tbe last three 
years? No
3478. So that your knowledge of the counfry is rather imperfect ? Yes.
3479. Have you ever travelled from Casino by way of Peacock Creek aud Dyraaba to Acacia Creeks? I
went that way some years ago. "
3480. Is there not a large area of splendid country tliere ? Ido not think you could use it for much,
except for pastoral purposes. '
3481. Do you know JCdlarnoy—that is good soil? Yes, but Killaraey is in Queensland.
3482. Js not the soil on Acacia Creek identical with it? J should have said not. T thought the Acacia '
Creek country was all granite countrv,
3483. No ; it is ail black soil countrv? ---------
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The Committee further considered tho proposed Kailway from Moree to Inverell.

John Harper, Esq., Goods Superintendent, Department of Hallways, sworn, and further examined :— 
3484. Mr. Lee.] Could you give us in detail the estimate of the traffic on the proposed line between 
Inverell and Moree? That is already given in my evidence. These are the figures :—

Goods, 3,000 tons, at 10s............................................................................................  £1,500 O 0
Wheat, hay, straw, e’naff, (to., 5,000 tons at Ss. (special)..................................... 2’000 O 0
Wool, 1,000 tons at 17s. fid........................................................................................ 875 0 0
Live stock, 2G0 trucks, at Sfis............ '............................................................................................... ,312 0 O
Passenger'., 5, COO, at 10s............................................................................................. 2,300 0 0

The Wai-ialda estimate, at which point a large volume of traflic will conic in 
which would not have reached Imeroll, oven assuming thc lino hud hieu 
extended f*om Gh-n Times to that point, is as follows :—

Goods, 1,000 tons, at 10s.............................................................................. NOO O O
Wool, 2,000 Lous, at 3d. per ton per mile equal to 13s. 4d.................... 1,333 0 O
Live stock, 2,2(10 trucks, at 20b.................................................................. 2 200 0 0
1 Wengers, 2.400, at 5a............................................................... . .............. 'cOO O 0

Mails, 00 miles, at £12 per mile
--------- 4,723 0 0
........... 1,188 0 0

J. Harper, 
Esq.

IfiEcb., 1897.

300—li
£13,398 0 0

34S5.
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J. Harper, 3485. What was thc last estimate you ma ’o of the Iraffie on the proposed line from Glen Innos to 
Esq, Invcre]!? The Inai estimate I made is sliown on page 20 of the Minutes oF Jividencc. I applied certain 

ifi^TA*iR07 calculations to some figures which were furnished me by the Inverell people. It was not my own state- 
e ■' ‘ ment of the traffic. Thc only figures which represent my estimate arc those on page 20.

<3486. On the very top of page 20 are these words “ The Commissioners first estimate of the traffic on 
the proposed line between Glen Innes and Inverell is based upon the following figures, through rates 
being adopted for the purpose.’1 That is altered in a subsequent copy of the evidence which says based 
upon the following figures, through rates being adopted for tbe purpose ” : is that correct. Ihat is 
quite right—through rates being adopted for tbe purpose. . .
3487. Then on page 20 I see a second estimate which is called a new estimate ? That is a new estimate
for thc Moree to Inverell line. _ ..
3488. In the estimale of traffic regarding the Glen Innes to Inverell line, and also thc Moree to inverell
line, have through rates been adopted iu both instances ? I think not in both instances. n n ri
3489. On what basis was the calculation of the traffic returns for the Moreo to Inverell line made . On
an arbitrary rate. ... ™ , ,
3490. What do you call an arbitrary rate ? A rate which it is felt tho traffic could bear, and ptopor-
tionate to the rate which is being imposed elsewhere. The first estimate, made in 1890, was prepared 
upon an addition of tho Inverell mileage to the Glen Innes distance. Since that date a number ot hues 
have been constructed to which thc Commissioners have applied special rates, in making which they have 
been guided by the circumstances—the cost of construction and the amount the traffic will hear. Ihe 
Bcrrigan line is an instance, also the Eorbes line aud the Oobar lino. _
319L. Mr. Slack.'] Is there any line in existence where they carry wheat, maize, and potatoes a distance 
of 50 or GO miles at Is. Gd. a ton P Tes. ,
3492. Mr. Lee.] Wo want to find out how these rates are computed;—have you adopted any system in 
existence in the Department of'liaihvays ? Tes.
3493. Or have vou adopted some fancy rate? It is not a fancy rate. It is IId. per ton per mile for
goods. ,
3494. Is it equivalent to the truck-rate ? It is less than the truck-rate for produce. In the one case, for
goods, it is about lid.; for wheat it is about Id. per mile. , j j-jx .
3495. Then so far as wheat is concerned it is less than the truck-rate? We have hali-a-uoz.on dittcrcnt
kinds of truck-rates. It is more than the truck-rate for produce carried over long mileages. Eor instance, 
np to 50 miles, thc rate for grain in the classification is a litcle over Id. a ton per mile Eor 100 miles it is 
precisely the rate that I have adopted, that is 8s. _ _
319G. You say thc rate has been struck as being that which the traffic from that district would be capable 
of bearing ? Tes.
3497. Is that the basis? Tes. _
3498. Arc you sure about it ? Yes: and apart from that it is the basis of the rate-book charges. Tor 
that distance the charge per rate-book, for from 96 to 100 miles, is 8s. per ton.
3499. As regards goods going fo Inverell via Moree, what rate have you adopted? About an average 
rate. We have half-a-dozen classes of traffic which arc being carried.
3500. Have you adopted the truck-rate ? !Yo.
3501. Is it more or less ? Comprised in that estimate of mine there are goods which are carried at 
8s. 4d. per ton, 10s. lOd. per ton, 17s. 2d. per ton, £1 16s. 3d. per ton, and £2 4s. 9d. per ton for that 
distance of 100 miles.
3502. Calculated on that basis, could you tell us what it would cost to land general goods at tho truck- 
rate from Sydney at Iu ver ell? I could not tell, because there is no rate fixed to Moree yet.
3503. I want to know clearly what rate is going to bo charged on general goods by truck-rate from 
Sydney to Inverell ? That 1 could not tell you. It is a matter for the Commissioners to decide after thc

* line is constructed, according to tho circumstances. But I say that for the purpose of an estimate under
any circumstances the traffic will bear a charge of about lid. per tou per mile ; that is, 10s. for the whole 
distance of 100 miles: That refers to the general traffic of the district; there may be some classes of 
goods which would pay more, aud others ivhich would pay less.
3504. But what basis do you adopt for a truck-rate, say to Glen Innes? The whole of tho goods do not
represent what wc carry in truck-loads. Wc have some 500 articles which are classified at all kinds of 
rates. The average rate for goods carried on that line will be 10s. per ton. I do not care what goes to 
the cost and what does not. My firm conviction is that on that line we should bo able to carry the 
quantity of goods I have estimated—and after all is said and done it is an estimate at an average rate of 
10s. per ton for 100 miles. .
3505. All you have calculated then has been the estimated cost between Moree and inverell t inat is

3506. Tou have not estimated what the cost will bo from tbe metropolis to Inverell, or from Inverell to
the metropolis ? No. 1 have not taken that into consideration. ,
3507. And your figures give no information whatever beyond the local rate between those two places . 
Simply an estimate of the traffic on that particular section.
3503. Tou do not pretend to offer an opinion as to what the cost of thc traffic would be from the 
metropolis to Inverell ? No, T could not do that. _
3509. That being tho case, are you prepared to accept the figures given by the Chief Traffic Manager, Air.

' Kirkcaldie? I do not know what they are ; I have not seen Mr. Kirkcaldie’s evidence.
3510. He is asked on page 82, question 2109, “ Could you give us a fair average of the cost per ton per
truck ? ” To which he replies, “ If we charge the ordinary scale, without having regard to competition, it 
will be at an average of £8 7s. per ten." That is the truck-rate from Invcrell, via Moree, to Sydney ? _ It 
would be as well that 1 should point out that iu a previous question Mr. Kirkcaldie says that tliere is a 
class of goods at tho rate of 23s. 4d. a ton. .
3511. But Mr. Kirkcaldie was asked to give what is practically the fairest rate—a truck-rate, which is 
known to be about the lowest in existence—and he gave £8'7s. as the truck-rate;—I want to know 
whether your estimate has been based upon thc truck-rate, and if not, on what has it been based? Mr.

' Kirkcaldie does not say that that is the rate Ihat would be charged. He says it is an extended rate at the
present classification.

3512.
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I do not fenon-. Ko rate lias been fised or

3512. I ■want to know what the rate is going to be from Sydney? That I cannot tell you, neither could
Mr. Kirkcaldie, I am sure. . . ..
3513. Then of what value is your estimate ? 1 come back to this. I say that on that hue ot 1UO miles
the Department will realise under any circumstances, no matter what .rate is adopted, 10s. per ton on 
3,000 tons.
3514. Can you tell me now what is the rate to Moree ? 
published.
3515. What is the rate to iNarrabri ? £31 4s. for a 0-ton truck.
3516. Is that the lowest rate ? For certain classes of goods. That is not the lowest rate to xvarrahn.
I want to disabuse the minds of the Committee of the idea, that my estimate of 3,000 tons includes all 
articles under the category of truck-loads. It docs not. As a matter of fact perhaps SO per cent, may 
he goods which are carried of a lower class. We have goods which are carried to Aarrabri at 18s. 9d. 
per ton, others at 21s. 5d. per ton, at 36s. 4d. at £3 16s. 6d,, and £4 15s. Id.
3517. You work through the large agents here, such as Wright, Heaton and Co., who collect the^goods
and supply at truck-rates. 1 want to get at that ? ] do not know what the truck-rate would be to
Moree. It bas not been fixed by the Commissioners. _ .
3518. You do not dispute' the figures given by Mr. Kirkcaldie ? I dispute them as hoing figures which 
cannot apply to Moree or to my estimate,
3519. You do not dispute the fact that if the present truck-rate were adopted the charge for goods from
Sydney to Moree would be as stated by Mr. Kirkcaldie? I do not. If that rate were adopted, the 
charge would undoubtedly be as he stated. _ 7 , r n n
3520. Chairman.'] Is the truck-rate regarded as a fair rate at which to carry the trade of the colony
generally? Ho ; neither does it represent the trade of the colony. It does not represent 10 per cent, 
of the railway trade of the colony. Of the 3,000 tons of goods which I have estimated as the probable 
extent of the traffic, I do not consider that 10 per cent, or probably 5 per cent, would be carried, at the 
high rates. My contention is that the average classes of goods that will be carried on that line can 
afford to pay 10s. a ton for 100 miles. The truck load does not represent the actual business of the 
Department of Hallways. It does not represent 10 per cent, of the whole of our business in carrying 
merchandise. _ .
3521. Mr. Lee.1, You are now practically assuming a rate of 10s. per ton for 100 miles? Yes; to cover
all the classes of goods wc are likely to carry over the line. _
3522. Is that the rate which exists on other lines—is that the general rate ? I daresay it would work 
out verv nearly an average of 10s. if you applied it to all the classes of goods for 100 miles.
3523. In that case the rate being 10s" per ton it would only cost 50s. per ton to take goods from Sydney
to Invcrell ? That is quite possible. The 10s. of course in this case would be at the end of the distance, 
whore there would bo a sliding scale. _ o -cr
3524. But you do not admit for a moment that you carry goods for such a distance at 50s. a ton ? Yes, 
I am quite sure we do. 'We carry goods of the miscellaneous class a distance of 512 miles for £1 9s. 4d.
3525. You say that the railway carries goods for over 500 miles for £2 10s. per ton, while everybody is
paying about three or four times that rate? No they are not. The mistake is made in considering that 
the railway rates are based on a progressive scale. Dot instance, wo would not charge the man who lived 
300 miles away the same rate per mile for the whole of the distance as we would charge the man who lived 
200 miles away. We must necessarily have a sliding scale. We must necessarily dropoff as the distance 
increases. I will give a few instances of the rates charged for 412 miles and 512 miles respectively, which 
will show the charge for the last 1O0 miles. For a distance of 412 miles the following rates are charged : 
£1 5s. 6d.; £110s. 4d.: £2 12s. 7d. ; £5 10s. Cd.; £0 17s. 7d.; £911s. 7d. . For a distance of 512 miles 
the following are the rates corresponding : £1 9s. 9d.; £1.15s. lOd.; £3 2s. 7<1.; £6 lls. Sd.; £8 3s. lOd.; 
£11 Ss. 3d. If you subtract the one set of figures from the other it will give you the rate charged for the 
last 100 miles for different classes of goods. It will be found (bat the rates work out as follows for 100 
miles : 4s. 3d. for one class; 5s. (Sd. for another ; 5s. for another ; then 21s. 2d.; 26s. 3d,; and 36s. 8d. 
Wc carry one class of goods 412 miles for 25s. (id. and the same class of goods 512 miles for 29s. 9d.— 
4s. 3d. a”ton being the rate for the last 100 miles. _ _
S52G. What class of goods do you carry at 0s, Od. ? I will only mention those which I think will he 
of interest. All agricultural and vegetable seeds, bones and bone-dust, building-stone, copper-ores, Ac.
3527, I only want to get at the general class of goods sent to a country storekeeper? Sugar, iron, wire,
groceries,' wines and spirits, draperies, and packed ironmongery, are goods that would bo carried for 21s. 
2d,, 26s. 3d., and 36s. 8d. per ton for the 100 miles. That is according to the rate book. I do not mean 
to say for a moment that the Commissioners would find it judicious to make those charges. 1 wish to 
make it perfectly clear that I am not in a position to say what will be charged by the Eailway Commissioners. 
We have differential rates all over the lines. _
3528. In your estimate you have calculated the rates at per ton. Is there not a deduction made for truck 
loads ? Yes. But in this case it would not be very large, because when you get up to those long mile
ages .the truck-rate is about equal to third-class. It works out at 4d. a ton per mile—precisely the same

35211 If you take those averages it brings it it out at £7 5s. ? Yea ; but I do not take them for the 
purposes of my estimate, and I do not conceive it to bo necessary to take them. I think we shall got 
3,000 tons without having recourse to these high rates.
3530. Yon are estimating of course the quantity of goods that will pass over the line.
3531. Did you also consider the fact that the larger proportion of those goods would go over the remainder
of the line? Decidedly. ,
3532. And if they would not stand the carriage through they would not bo able to go over any portion ot 
that line? I quite agree with that.
3533. It is all very well for you to estimate what that line will earn, hut we want to know whether that 
traffic will be prohibited from going over it by the long length of line that it-would previously have to 
pass over? My opinion is that 3,000 tons of the traffic would not be so prohibited. That is simply my 
individual opinion.
3534. But if the rates are such as the Chief Traffic Manager says, the traffic would be so prohibited ? 1
do not think the Chief Traffic Manager says that the rates mentioned will be the rates fixed. I do not 
think ho would sav that, because he knows as well as I do that ho has no right to give rates for the 
Commissioners until they have been made. 3535.

i. Harper, 
Esq.

16fXa897.
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3535. jlfr. Wright.'] He would mean rates based on existing rates ? Yes. I want to clear the Traffic 
Manager from being placed in a false position, lie could not say v, hat the rate would be.

16Feb., 1867. could say what it would be based on existing rates? Certainly.
3^31. Mr. Zee.] What the Committee want to know very clearly is, whether it is possible for the estimated 
traffic to run over a certain distance of line in view of the through charges from the metropolis ? My 
opinion is that the 3,000 tons which I have estimated would be carried, and would earn 10s, a ton.
3^38. Take any existing arrangement in the Department at the present time, and show us what the charge 
will be on general goods? As I mentioned before, Ihe charges imposed by the Department are largely 
con trolled by circumstances. A certain set of circumstances may arise here such as have arisen in 
Kiyerina and elsewhere, and in order to get traffic for the main line, which at present is not going on the 
main line, it may be necessary to adopt differential rates. Of course I cannot tell whether that will be so 
or not.
3539. Then your reply is that you have not estimated what the cost of traffic will he from Sydney to 
Moree, but have confined your estimate entirely to what will be the rates of traffic between Moree and 
Inverell? And Newcastle, because the greater part of the traffic goes there.
3540. Turning to Question 2254, you will see that Mr. Kirkcaldie is very emphatic in his evidence when 
he is asked this question;

Then how will it be possible for you to carry 100 miles further than Moree, in competition with the sea-board, with 
goods delivered as you say at Inverell, via. Grafton, at £4 los. per ton ? I do not see how we can do it unless we cut down 
the rates.
Therefore, I want to know what rates we are depending on ? That I could not tell the Committee.
35-il. You are aware that this line has been recommended as the proper line to take the traffic west of 
the Great Northern line, and, if possible, to intercept the coast traffic ? Yes.
354j2. Certain facts arc put beiore us, and I want to know clearly what the rate is going to be from 
Sydney to Inverell, in order to know whether or not that end is to bo attained? I am not in a position 
to give the Committee that information.

You have said that in estimating the rate between Inverell and Moree you considered it one 
which, in your opinion, the produce and goods of the district could bear ? Yes.
3544. You are also aware that the distance from Sydney to Inverell, bv way of Moree, is about 38 miles
longer than by way of Glen Innes ? Yes. ‘ '
3545. You made the estimate of traffic when the Glen Innes to Inverell proposal was before this 
Commitlee, and I suppose you struck a rate which you thought the produce from Inverell to Sydney and 
ba,ck could stand^? In that estimate I extended the through rate, that is, the through rate for the 
mileage beyond Glen limes, and 1 said so. The estimate supplied to the Committee was not an estimate 
of mine ; it was compiled from figures furnished to the Committee by local residents,
3546. Hie estimate on page 20 of the Mi mites of Evidence says—The Commissioners’ first estimate of 
the traffic on the proposed line,” &c. ? That is quite right; that is my estimate, but the other is not. 
3o47. It also says, ‘ through rates being adopted for the purpose.” The line from Glen Innes to 
Inverell is 52 miles in length as against 101 miles from Inverell to Moree. In your estimate for the 
Glen Innes and Inverell line you put down wool at 3s. 9d. per ton, and now, in your estimate of traffic 
tor the Inverell and Moree line, you put down wool at 17s. 6d. a ton, although the distance is double;— 
how do you reconcile these two estimates? It is quite right. If 1 had to make an estimate again 
to-morrow, under the altered circumstances between Glen Innes and Inverell, I should also apply tlie 
local rate. It is done in connection with all new lines ; local and arbitrary rates arc charged.
3548. But can you giro us any reason why you should estimate the charge in one direction, from
Inverell, at bo much less than you estimate it in the other direction ? Because what 1 did in 1890 was 
done under instructions, before the policy of the present Commissioners had been formulated of charging 
local rates, bince that date all new lines have been subjected to a local rate until they have commenced 
to pay. I am dealing now with the Glen Innes estimate before the Committee; but, as a matter of fact, 
I had nothing to do with the Glen Innes to Inverell estimate of quantities in 1891. If to-morrow 1 were 
asked to give an estimate of the traffic between Glen Innes and Inverell I should undoubtedly apply a 
local rate to the line. '
3549. Discrepancies appear also in regard to sheep and cattle, wheat, mai/e, potatoes, hay, &e. ? Yes ; 
all through the extension of the through rate.
3550. If you had estimated at that time the same rate as you have estimated for the Moree to Inverell 
line, would not the revenue from the Glen Innes to Inverell line have been more than double the amount 
at which it was then put down ? I would not like to say off-hand ; it is a matter of calculation.
S55L Could you not calculate it now ? 1 should also want to deal with it, having in view the cost of the 
working of the line—the 52 miles as against the 101 miles.
3552. But you have nothing to do with the working of the lines ? In fixing the rates, the Commissioners 
must have regard both to the capital cost of the line and the cost of working.
3553. But are not the two things distinct;—is not .the carriage charged as one item and the working 
expenses as another ? No. When railway lines are handed over to them, or rather when they are 
designed, the Commissioners consider what rates a line will bear, with a view of paving interest on capital 
and the cost of the working expenses. They are not tied down to any hard and fast rate,
3554. Then, if the working expenses were higher, the rates should be ’higher ? Decidedly. Of course, I 
do not know whether they would he.
3555. Can you not see that you have reversed the order of things altogetherthat you have calculated a 
high rate ot working expenses on the Glen Junes line and calculated a very low rate of freight? I do 
not know that I have. The Commissioners have made it a sine qua non in making their reports on these 
lines that local rates should be enforced until the line paid, when other rates could he applied. This 
policy was not, I think, in operation at the time that estimate was made ; and I think it a most unfair 
thing to bring that estimate in again, and compare the two sets of figures, in view of this explanation.

- As far as 1 am personally concerned, I have been absolutely candid in the matter. I have explained that 
this estimate was prepared under the then existing condition of affairs, and that the other estimate has 
been prepared since.
3-)56. Me only want to know the reason why there is this great difference in the freights to be charged ? 
1 have given the only explanation 1 can offer. .
35n/. If you were asked to make an estimate of traffic to-morrow on the line from Glen Innes to Inverell, 
on the same basis as that upon which you made the estimate for the Moree to Inverell line, would not 
your figures of 1893 be very largely increased ? Decidedly ; I admit that. 3558,
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cstimafrwlf TUr,ni's)J suc^ an estimate P 1 certainly could not undertake to furnish a fresli
I shall hr> crlitl + 1 i ^ea't1111890, without the authority of the It ail way Commissioners. But

gi d nt0,w,fV;:Ut the %urcs if 1 h*™ then' authority, 
rates P Tes^S ^ ^ "'ou s0, taking exactly the same quantity and applying the same

propoo^' rrilH-Tv^i'rn^aiT ^°U ^'oraml^ee "'I'st the annual cost to this country would be if the
f0uree we,’° C01,8tl,ucted ? Tllc Commissioners, in their report, give
itir d rcvenue f™n ^ ^at ^

exStTof f°r tl,GSe figuros giTinS estimated revenue ? Yes, to the

|fco,fn^ deillinS witli many lines in various parts of

are ts a rulc^able^cK^^vl^pn11 Il!lTC suPP1,e<i to in regard to revenue is as full as that which you
Yes. It is not oftcn’tW t a'^r P°P08®d lnie o:? railway is under consideration by this Committee ? 
this case where there a™ 'rir-i'l0 e'rcilmBVln'rcs arises in connection with a railway such as has arisen in 
croppeTup i^eonnectio^vrith t/'0 -atl^ v 50 ™mPciltion ouiside. I think the same question 
3565 CaTvon nivo tbl r "lth,tflie Berriga? Jmo, where we were in competition with Victoria, 
the eost ofrUnffro n Ciri ;aT0rdla,?otot,,e latest in the possession of the department,
of eonstruetiori £3i?qo7 ri° 5 r' ®eMC m his ^idence gives the total estimated cost
working expenses ‘ 1 do not tlic Commissioners have prepared an estimate of the
We^liim pie'rilhm^"? a1'tiltd 10 th? of the Sectional Committee on the Moree to

lines”—looking down thcl' 1 rl90m0 fisl]rcs sIlmvl,1g the “estimated traffic and returns on proposed
palTen ger triffie,i s toQ1 hi Id)0 Hud' T ^ ^ f^gerated hstimalo?. I think the estimate Jf the
pasbenger rrame is too high, and also the estimate ot the wool traffic -
comide^tlmlZn^^ ^ °f W0°] fr0,n 240’00» Bheep an over-estimate? Yes. J also
wooW m go into ’ ’ Sheep fr°m Wapialda :md district is incorrect A lot of that
3568 On in''e V>! nf ,l ^ ™'V Cs1tjI“lato of w°o1 fr^ Warialda at 2,000 tens.
Mr Harper's0fituiTes ^ M’n^tcs ^ Evtdeilce, Mr. Cimckshank is asked: “Having gone through
mos/deeidodly0UMvfhnires'come to^IQ6! 15’^Th7 ^ ? - Th^ ^re u/dor-estimated
Cruiekshaiik’sYsfimstoir,^ r J'11 ij , at ]S aa aSflinf,t your esbmato of £13,393. If Mr.
3569 Mr CrntA- n f 0,8 W°uW sl)0w a Profit °f ? Tea.
Harper and iriie ^h^rr1^! qUestioa’ S^S’ “Should ho most happy to confer with Mr.

asked mv onininn hut hn di'ki „ ,1 u 1.' ‘ . ^ es j he saw me and had a chat with me. Ho certainly

t.u°d Si'S £ £ :n,° con»“icr*l«”' *l» K=g“» ? No; I did not conoidcr that that traffic

IHnBi?" ~ £ sSirr'r ■ - “ ^ *h«
«“ :J8 1, ft “jir;? s“ f”rvo°ll'1 a ‘™? 1 h‘d ™ di’i“iti»» * ^ -r

in®taiSoVK%ni“?«-f»BCd 0,l *7 •PreSent tra,ffic’ 01' hllve ^ou takcn illt0 consideraiion any anticipated 
aX,»W SI" ■ rf toffir I-*» XIM M* », oatim.tc .v.tlarf S al

l,”'prcil™”!J lbd “

k? l1!' ““«■« Snprancoant l” ‘FT
goods which go into thu different districts and from m v ^ rJf'’ “ Ra3; .f!°m my own knowledge of the
from other points, that I have not evoueded’the form™ J , . 10"!er^e ,jIJne goods winch I send myself, and which go 
the goods Aiehaie sent 1 will give you my estimate of
ending at Deepwater. I Ly that the tom.a^V^ CVe^nnSnf ^ ^

1 hen again: *

JP“2d^ for6 .^t^dispute^ffiatMi-0^ hMSd0™™11 lme “ e0ncenicd Bincc 1892- ifc

Kf£k”reS
3o80. I suppose you refer to the competition of carriers ?F °

s^tirp X'SKSsa jssf ”d a,e“ ^ «■*«- *
3ub2.

J. Hai'per, 
Esq. ‘

16 Feb., 1897.

*
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J. Harper, 3582. Do you think he could carry wool within >0s. a ton of the railway price ? iNo; prohably not
^4- between those points. But that rate would be part of an extension of the through rate for the purpose

leiTT^TcaT S0Cl!1'lng the through trallic to biewcastle or Sydney. .
e ■’ 35S3. Tou mean to say that would be conditional on the wool being loaded, on the railway and being

carried on to Newcastle or Sydney ? Tes. .
3584. If you put such a low rate for the traffic on the Grlen Innes to InTerell line, in order to secure the
carriage of the wool to Sydney, how can you compete with the carriers from Glen Innes to Grafton when 
you charge 17s. Gd. a ton for wool from Inverell to Moree? "Wo do not know what the through rate 
may he between Moree and Inverell. If the wool is put on the lino at Inverell, and is carried in the 
direction of Moree, it certainly cannot go to Grafton. But if we charged 17s. Gd. between Inverell and 
Glen Innes. there is no guarantee that it would not go to the coast. _
3585. But if you charged 17s. Gd. the wool would not he sent? Of course that is a matter to he decided
afterwards, and as to whether inducements should be offered for the traffic. _ _
358G. If you have to carry it at a lower rate than 17s. Gd. per ton, in order to got it on the railway, then your 
estimate will bo altered ? I do not say that it should bo carried at less than 17s. Gd.; but, prohably, by 
securing its carriage over the other lines of the colony as against its going by road, we could carry it at
17s. Gd. over a section of railway. We can make an arbitrary rate, so far as Moree is concerned, of
17s. Gd,
3587. Do you mean to say that if you got the people of Inverell to send their wool as far as Moree you 
could chargo them more after it got there ? !\ro ; I do not moan to say that, because that would have the 
effect of diverting it the other way. But we could charge them a reasonable rate through. Even 
assuming that we charged them the same as wc charge Glen Innes to-day, £'i 7s. Gd., I think it would 
have the desired effect, and would leave a fair proportion for the rest of the distance. .
35S8. When the wool gets to Moree, it has to go 311 miles to Newcastle? Tcs ; ilT1^ H 1® onl7 ^ miles 
further from Glen Innes to Newcastle than from Moree to Newcastle. The rate from Glen Innes to 
Newcastle is £2 17s. 6d., and from Narrnbri to Newcastle £3. . .
3539. What is the rate from Nnrrabri to Moree ? 1 could only speak the same way as Mr. Kirkcaldie did.
3590, If it were an extension of the existing through rate, it would he £3 5s. 3d. between Narrabri and
Moree;—add 17s. Gd. to that, and it will be £4 2s. 9d.;—could not wool from Inverell via Grafton bo 
landed at Newcastle for a little more than half that money? I am not prepared to say that that would 
bo the rate. I daresay if the Commissioners found such a thing occurring as you suggest they would take 
steps to stop it. .
3591. Chairman.] Do you know tho rate from Glen Times via Grafton to Sydney ? I have no idea. The 
charges are constantly varying.
3592. Mr. Black.] Do you think honestly that the Eailway Commissioners can afford to carry wool 
botiveen Inverell and Newcastle at sucli rates with any chance of diverting any of the wool traffic from the 
G rafton-Ncwcastlc route ? I think so.
3593. Mr. Hoskins^] If a railway wrerc constructed from Inverell to Moree, what would be the cost of 

' conveying a ton of Hour at truck rates from Inverell via Moree to Narrabri ? The rates charged would
be those upon which I based my esnmale. _
3594, What is the truck-rate per ton ? Fourteen shillings from Inverell to Narrabri via Moree.
3595, And what is the chargo made by tho Department of liailways for conveying a ton of flour at truck
rates from Newcastle to Narrabri ? Twenty-five shillings and ninepence. ^ ^
3590. Does the Depart ment of Railw ays convey' much goods to Narrabri to he taken to W algett ? "W e have 
done so this year by reason of the Darling not being navigable. A considerable quantity of wool which 
generally goes down the river has this year come into Narrabri. That is exceptional. Lntil last year the 
hulk of that traffic has gone down the Darling.
3597. Even then it is nearly all unloaded at Bourke ? Yes.
3598. And at Brewarrina r Yes.
3599. Is not a good deal of local produce such as flour sent from Tamworth and Newcastle at the present 
time to IValgett and Brewarrina? Yes ; a good deal of flour goes up that way.
3600. J/r. Wright.] To Brewarrina? No, not to Browarrina, but to Walgett. _
3601. Mr. JTosJcim.] Is it not a fact that during the last few years, in consequence of tho crops being 
deficient in South Australia, the trade in agricultural produce, such as flour and potatoes and so forth, 
which used to come from South Australia to 'Walgett and other towns in that noighbourhood, is now 
supplied from our own Colony ? I do not know about tho last two or three years, but the year before 
last the river was navigable, and boats were able to get up to Walgett from Bourke.

TUESDAY, 23 FEBRUARY, 1897. 

present:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Cuathman).

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humuiieiiy. 
Tho Hon. .Tajiks Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles .Tajiks Eouerts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connou.

Frank Earn ell, Esq.

Henry Clarke, Esq.
John Lionel Eeoatt, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
Francis Augustus Wrtgitt. Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Moree to Inverell.

John Harper, Esq., Goods Superintendent, Department of Bailways, sworn, and further examined:
J. Harper, 3G02. Mr. Wright^] If my memory serves me aright, you were asked to produce for tho information of the 

Esq. Committee a return of the estimated traffic on the proposed line from Moree to Inverell, based on some 
fimires you gave in connection with the Invcrell to Glon Innes line, and also a return in connection with

23Feb., 1897.-tho (Hgn Drags line, baaed on your calculations in regard to the Moree lino;—have you that return?
Yes. It is based on the arbitrary rates which were applied in my estimate for the Moree to Inverell 
line. 1 have the estimated revenue of the Glen Innes to Inverell line, and that is based on the tonnage

given
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given by me when examined upon my original estimate. Assuming that tho same rate were charged for J-
the 52 miles as is proposed to be charged for the •)(> miles ol; the Moree to Invcrell line, the estimate ^___a _ ^
Grlen Innes and Invcrell would be as follows:—3,483 tons inwards at 10s., ,£1,741 10s. Of outwards 23Peb.. IS97. 
trafiic, there are 1/250 tons at 10s. a ton, £025 ; 4,500 tons of wheat, bay, potatoes, &c., at Sb. a ton,
£1.800; 2/200 itona of wool at 17s. Od. per Ion, £1,925; 800 trucks of stock at 25s.,_£l,000; 6 i-d) -
passengers at 10s., £3,125 ; parcels, £200 ; total estimate of trafiic, £10,410 10s.; mails, 52 miles £621; 
grand total, £11,040 10s. If, however, the rates wore made proportionate over mileages that is to 
say, if 5fths of the estimated rates between Inverell and Moree were adopted—the amount would be tor 
the traffic £5,042, and for mails £624, making a total of £0,260.
3603. What is the difference P £4,774. r r
3604. Gun you explain it;—ibis a lesser estimate than you originallv calculated f Yes.
3605. Tou calculated 1,000 tons of hay at Is. 10d., 3,500 tons of wheat, maize, and potatoes at Is. Od.
the one estimate is considerably loss than the other? Yes. _ _
3600. The distance between. Moree and Inverell is 90 miles ? Ninety-six miles is the distance which Mr.
Deane gives now. 1 think yon will find that he gives the distance at 90 miles 35 chains. I believe he 
says, however, that he cannot guarantee it. ,
3007. May I ask you if, in your experience as Goods Superintendent, you have known wheat in any part of 
New South Wales to be carried over a section of 52 miles of railway at Is. 6d. per tou? Yes; it is 
being carried to-day between the distances of 300 miles and 300 miles at a rate of Od. per ton. . ^
360S. But I want to know whether you can point to any special line of radway for a distance of 53 miles, 
or a section of a railway, taking any line you like, where that is the case ? I suppose you do not want 
me to coniine myself to the actual distance of 53 miles. _ .
3609. Take it approximately ? I will give it to vuu as nearly as I can get it. Take Culcairn and 
Boman. Boman is 305 miles, and the rate for 305 miles is 12s. 7d. Culcairn is 357 miles. Bor tho 
actual distance of 53 miles the rate is 13s. Id.; that would be a difference of Od. upon the 52 miles.
3010. But on a line of railway 53 miles in length, what would be the ordinary rate of carriage? Five

Yes ;

shillings and two pence. _ _
3011. In this case you estimate Is. 6d. ? Pardon me ; as I tried to explain before, the rate which I there 
gave was the extension of tho through rate as between Newcastle and Glen Innes. _ _ _
301.2. Mrhy was not tho same thing given in the case of ibe M.oroe lino ;—why did you give in tae one 
case Is. 0d., the extension of the through rate, and in the other case Ss. f Simply because the Commis
sioners have, since the date of that report of mine, imposed local rates. In those days no local rates were

3013. Mas there not evidence to show that the people were willing to paylocalratos? I believe that 
transpired at the second examination. ' _
3614. The same thing, I suppose, would apply to wool ? Yes ; that has been treated in the same way.
3615. The reason for the difi’orence is, you say, in the altered circumstances;—you originally-calculated 
these rates as portion of the extension of a certain length of line, whereas now you treat the lines simply 
as local lines ? Yes.
3010. And you are doing that in all cases ? Yes. _ _
3017. Do you remember the estimated rate of carriage of wheat between Finley and Berrigan . 
it was a proportionate extension of a special rate of 2s. Od. per ton between .Terilderie and Berrigan. It
is Is. 6d. _ -nii •
3618. What -would you allow for the 53 miles of special rales as against the 96 miles of throng]) rates m 
the item of wool ? What I say is that where the rates as estimated for the 90 miles between Inverell 
and Moree applied to the trallic estimated in 1891, between Inverell and Glen Innes, the total would be 
£11,040 10s. If ifths of the estimated rates between Inverell and Moree were adopted, the total would 
be £0,260. ... , n , ,
3019. But if you take the same tonnage as is shown in the original estimate, ami calculate on the rate 
you have shown between Moree and Inverell, the total would certainly come to considerably more than 
your estimate ? I can guarantee the accuracy of my figures as far as that is concerned. 1 have averaged 
the 90 miles, and have allowed Sfths for the line from Inverell to Glen Innes. The result is a total of 
£0,206. As far as the estimate of quantities,is concerned,! give the estimate wliich I gave in 1890.
3020. What would be the special rate for 2,200 tons of -wool? If you take S-;ths it must work out to the
same thing in the total. .
3021. Is this calculation of yours of the trafiic from Invcrell to Moree based on a mileage calculation 1
No. It is based upon what I estimate the trafiic will bear. _ _
3622. I am not dealing with tonnage, but with the charges for freight;—is that based on anything? Yes, 
decidedly. It. is based upon what I think will pay. _ _ _ , .
3023. You say that it is an arbitrary rate, and that there is no basis of calculation ? There is a basis.
3024. Almost everv item in the list is increased in price, yet you want me to understand that the total
will come out less. How can that be ? For instance, there are 3,500 tons of wheat, maize, and potatoes 
at Is. Od. per ton. In'the case of the other line the estimate is 8s.;—does that Is. Od. represent ,S-;ths, 
or what is it ? At that rate it would he about 4s. Gd. _
3025. There would be an increase from £252 to £700 on one item, and the same thing would apply to 
bay and other items, yet in the face of that; you say that, based on the calculation of J-f-ths, the rates
would bo less ? Yes. _
3026. Have von not made some mistake ? There is no mistake in my figures. 1 can go through them
item by item if the Committee choose. _
3027. What would be the traffic upon the Moree to Inverell lino if calculated upon the same basis as the
line from Inverell to Glen Innes? 1 can only repeat the evidence I have given before. £13,398 was, I 
think, my estimate of the traffic between Moree and Inverell. _
3028. What would that estimate be if it were base,; on the same calculation as that upon which yon have 
based the freight; between Glen Innes and Inverell. A\ e have two estimates. One appears on page 20 
of the printed evidence. Thau is as to the amount and value of the traffic belween Glen Innes and 
Inverell. Tlicn later on wo have an estimate of the traffic between Jlorec and Inverell in the event of 
that line being constructed. There is such a wide difference- between the rates allowed in the one- case 
and those allowed in the. other that- the Committee desire to know what revenue the fnverell to Moree
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p^er’ ^l?e ’lVOUl'i give on Hie rates as originally calculated ? T should only be too glad to give you the information. 
1^7 estimate in regard to the Moree to Inverell line J am fully prepared to apply to the Grlen Innes to 

23^^7i WreH line.
’ 3629. Ion have reported upon all railways which have been constructed in the colonies for several years

past; Lave you ever submitted to this Committee an estimate based on the carriage of wheat, maize, and 
potatoes for 53 miles at Is. 6d. ? ISTot since 1890.
3630. Have you ever allowed for the carrying of wool for a distance of 53 miles for 3s. 9d. ? Not 
since 1890.
3(531. Ihis, then, is practically tho only line to which this low estimate will apply ? It is.
3632. "Will you e-'■plain why, in tho oue ease, you treat the traffic as part of the whole distance, whereas 
you are now treating it as traffic upon a special line ? Tho circumstances are totally altered.
3633. In your treatment of the Moree line 1 see you have departed a great deal from the usual practice 
iti the classification ot traffic ? I have done that for the last five or six yeai's.
3634. It is the present practice of the Department P Tes.
3635. I understand you to say that both of your estimates are, to a certain extent, arbitrary ones ;— 
your first estimate in connection with the Glen Times railway was' based upon the through rates, but 
your later one is simply the amount of traffic which in your judgment the carriage would bear ? Tes.

^ khBt by charging the rates quoted hero you will ensure the traffic you mentioned ? Tes.
3637. But if high rales uere charged that would affect the traffic? I should think it would.
3638. Would it afiect the carriage on wool, for iustancc ? Tes, it probably would.
3639. If a lino were run from Moree to Inverell would not the wool have to cross it? Tes: at 
Warialda.
3640. And taking the circumstances of the wool traffic into consideration, yon have based the rates as 
low as you possibly could, consistent with fair earnings? Tes.
3641. Tou think it is quite fair to charge the rate you propose to chargo from Warialda for wool ? Tes 
I think so.
3642. Tou have estimated 3d. a ton? Tes, I think we shall got that.
3643. How does the rate compare with your general rate for wool? Of course it does not represent an
extension of the mileage rate, but it is a rate we get on the Cobar line, except from competitive districts, 
.3644. Is it higher or lower than the usual mileage rates ? It is higher. ’
3645. What is the longest distance over wliich you carry wool on the New South Wales railways ? It 
would be from Bourke, a distance of 504 miles. '

' 301(5. What is the rate ? £4 3s. 9d.
3 0 47. What would that be per mile ? Jtoughiy speaking, 23. per ton per mile.
3648. Therefore, the rate you propose to charge from Warialda is in excess of that? Tes.
3649. Why do you not ask 3d. a tou between Glen Innes aud inverell ? I have said that the estimate to 
which you have referred was based on our through race.
53050. But ] am dealing with through rates;—you have mentioned the Longest distance—Bourke to 
Sydney ? i might explain that the Commissioners have seem reason to alter their policy in charging 
through rates on the extensions. " °
3651. In charging 3s. 9d. for the 53 miles jou arc charging less than half of the amount which is charged 
on any other line m the Colony ? T am not; but I can give you approximutety the basis of our rates, and 
it may possibly assist the Committee in their deliberations. " Tho rate from 101 to 150 miles is 31d.; 
from 151 to 200 miles, 2yd.; from 201 to 250 miles, Ifd.; from 251 to 300 miles, Did.; from 301 to 350 
miles, Jd. per ton per mile.
3652. Mr. HassaU.] In view of the different grades which would have to be traversed in the event of a 
line being constructed from Inverell to Moree, and thence on to Werris* Creek, what load would you he 
able to take over such a line in comparison with the load which you could take over the mountain route ? 
There would be a difference of 47j- per cent, in favour of the Moree route in the case of goods engines, 
and 38 per cent, in the ease of passenger engines.
3053. Tou mean that there would be 47-i per cent, more loading iu the case of goods engines, and 38 per 
cent, more loading in the case of passenger engines on tho Moree line ? Tes.
3654. Bo that^ practically you could convey a larger load over a line between Inverell and Narrabri, via 
Moree and Werris Creek, than you could over the New England portion of the line, and consequently you ’ 
could afford to charge a cheaper rate ? That is a fair thing to assume.
3655. Would that apply in boih directions ? [t would apply in both directions, because the grades have
been made to balauce, as far as tho loading is concerned, ft is 100 against the load, and SO in favour of 
it. At the suggestion of the Chairman l have had the thing worked out bv o'ur engineers, and those are 
the percentages. ‘
3656. It amounts to this, that although the distance may be longer in the one case as compared with the 
other, yon could convey the goods and passengers at a cheaper rate ? Tes, in view of the increased load 
that could he hauled by the same power.
3657. Does that not also mean less wear and tear ou the lino itself ? It means less engine mileage and
engine mileage means wear and tear. ® ’
3658. "Which of ^ the two lines do you think would pay the Hail way Commissioners better in view of the 
circumstances of the country travelled through, and the grades on the two lines? My impression is that 
the line from Moree to Inverell would serve, the larger district—it would cover more ground. Then the 
claims of the district to the north of Warialda are deserving of consideration. Tou would develop a. 
greater extent of country for less money.
3659. Do you not think that the better market for the Invcrell produce is to tho west rather than to the 
cast? there would he a good market to tho west. I did not go into that feature of the case particularly, 
hut applying the ordinary intelligence which any one brings to bear on any question of the sort, I think 
that is the case. Of course the people of Inverell would naturally desire to soil where they had the best 
market,
3660. Afr. Jiubertn.^ When you were last here, 1 had an opportunity to ask you a fow questions as to the 

c between Glen Junes and Inverell, but you explained that"you had not gone into theprobable traffic between Glen innes and Inverell, but you explained tnat yt o_ _ ___ ___
matter since 1892. Have you been able to obtain any more information on the subject since you were 

here? Jlie last published estimate of the Commissioners wliich I have seen, on the capital cost of
the

last
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the working expenses of the lino between Grlen Innes and Inverell, is based npon an estimated cost of . J- 
£■127,400. That at Si- per cent, is £11,959. The working expenses would be: Traffic branch, £2,000; ,
locomotive branch, £1,500; permanent-way, £3,638 ; total, £22,097. The new estimate is : Interest on ^
£317,908, at B-J- per cent., £10,232 ; working expenses, £7,138 ; or a total of £17,170. _ _ ’
3601. From your long experience yon are in a position to say whether your estimate of £11,040 is a fair 
one ? I think it is a good estimate.
3602. Based on rates wliich, in your opinion, will pay ? Yes. _ _ *
3603. You have been asked, for the purposes of comparison I believe, to make au estimate in connection _
with the Moree and Inrerell line, based upon the estimate of 1890, in respect of the Grlen Innes and 
Inverell line;—is it likely that the rate adopted in that estimate -would be adopted upon the line ? I 
should scarcely think so in view of the Commissioners’policy, _ _
3004. You appear to think that the estimate placed before the Committee by Mr. Criiickshank is rather 
an exaggerated one ? Yes; I confess that it does not appear to me that it would be realised. _
36G5. 'Was not one of the chief items in his estimate of revenue from traffic from Bingara, which you 
have never taken into consideration. You do not think that if a line were constructed from Moree to 
Inverell that traffic would be picked up by it ? I do not think that any but low'-gradc traffic would be carried 
by it. I am inclined to think that a great deal of the Bingara traffic would still continue to be carted, to 
Manilla. There are many circumstances controlling the traffic now. Such lowr rates are now being 
charged by the teams that we cannot be as sanguine as we used to be in days when the teams received 
9d. and Is. per ton per mile. _ _ _
3666. Can you mention any other item of traffic wliich was taken into consideration by Mr. Cruickshank 
and which has been omitted from your estimate ? Mr. Cmicksbank takes into consideration the traffic 

■ between Grlen Innes and Inverell. I cannot allow for any traffic between those points; I tliink it would 
drift on to the main lino.
3007. "Would there not he some traffic to the west of the mountains ? I have allowed for traffic to the 
wrest of Inverell, but not to tho north-east. _ _
3608. With regard to the estimate put before the Committee by Mr, Utz, a well-known citizen of Q-len 
Innes, that gentleman in speaking of the probable traffic between Glen Innes and Inverell estimated that 
7,000 tons per annum would go into Inverell. You have estimated only 4,000? Yes,between 4,000 and 
5000 tons.
3669. Bo you regard the 7,000 tons as an over-estimate ? Yes. _
3670. By how much? I can scarcely tell you. I have not made any inquiry as to traffic going in that 
direction since 1890. But from what we know of the trade and business of Q-len Innes, I should not be 
inclined to think it had increased. Besides that, we might not get the whole of the traffic going into Glen 
Tunes. My estimate is, I think, 3,000 tons.
3671. Mr. Jj’arnell.'] Some statements have been made by Mr. Utz, who is, I understand, a general store
keeper in the district of Glen Innes, and who has had dealings with the Inverell farmers, and he said that ho 
had sent great quantities of wheat and flour to INarrabri, Moree, and Gunnedah, and that it had cost him 
something like 30s. a ton to send it to those districts;—would the construction of this railway be offering 
very much greater inducements to the people of Gunnedah, Moree, and bfarrabri, to get their -wheat 
direct from Inverell, than to get it via Glen Innes ? Of course it would suit us better to haul it there.
3672. I think you said that it would cost 8s. a ton to carry wheat to Moree ? I could scarcely speak of the 
rates at the present time.
3673. On the completion of a line from Moree to Inverell could you carry goods as cheaply over a line 
from Inverell to ^Newcastle as over tho line from Glen Innes to Newcastle ? I tliink the Commissioners 
would have a very hard try.
3674. Bo yon know whether There are any other resources in the district which would help to swell the 
traffic at any future time on the proposed line from Moree to Invcrell? Well, the mineral resources of 
the district are awaiting development.
3675. Is there much timber round about Warialda ? I sliould not attach much value to that. It would 
he too distant from a market.
3676. Which line would carry the more wool traflicthe line from Inverell via Moree, or the line rwGllen 
Innes? The line Moree would undoubtedly pick up the wool from Warialda and the intermediate 
districts. It would not find its way to Inverell, I am sure of that.
3677. Mr. llumphcry.l Have you been careful to exclude from your estimate of the revenue of tho Moree 
and Inverell line all the traffic to the westward of Inverell which would probably go by road to Glen 
Innes ? Yes, I have been very careful in doing that.
3678. Therefore your estimate may be taken to be a minimum and not a maximum? Becidedly.
3679. You think it is likely to bo increased rather than lessened by experience ? Yes, that is my candid
opiuion. _ _
3680. Chairman^ You recognise that the competition which tho Inverell to Moree line has to meet is, in
the first place from the through line to Sydney, and then the competition from Inverell via Glen Innes 
to Grafton ? Yes. _
3681. That is what controls the differential rates at Glen Innes ? Yes; the bulk of the wool which goes 
to Grafton comes from the west of Inverell to-day.
3682. You have first of all to beat the Invcrell to Glen Innes line as a through line to Sydney, and then 
you have to beat the freight from Grafton to Sydney? Yes. As this line is projected through country 
in which the wool which now goes to Grafton is grown ive have a chaneo of doing that.
3683. Having regard to the line as a local line, what you have to beat is the road carriage, and the rates 
you quoted in your last statement arc rales which probably take into consideration the road-rates ? Yes,
3634. Would a railway going east from Invcrell to Glen Innes carry as much produce as a line going 
west from Inverell to Moree ? No, 1 am sure it would not. My estimate is that the Warialda trallic 
would not come on to a line terminating at Inverell.
3685. On the Parkes-Condobolin lino your estimate—the line being 60 miles long—is 10s. for wool,
17s. 6d. a truck for cattle and sheep, 3s. 4d. a ton for maize, wheat, and potatoes ; on the Narrabri-Moree 
line, which is approximately tho same length, your estimate is 10s. 6d. a ton for wool, from 21s. to 15s. a 
truck for sheep and cattle ; on tho Berrigan-Pinley line, a fourth of the distance, there is a charge of 3s. 
a ton for special goods, 4s. a truck for sheep and cattle, and for wheat Is. Gd. ? Yes; that is regarded as 
proportionate to the charge between Jerilderie and Berrigan. 3 

366—S 3686.
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‘^^?ier’ 3686. On tho lino from Tamworth to Manilla, a distance of 27 miles, stock are charged 8s. 6d. a truck, 
—a wheat da. a ton ;—the reason I quote the rates is this: that in every instance you have to do exactly

23Feb., 1897. a.s i'ou going east from Invoroll. I should like to direct your attention to the estimate
' ' whichja given on page 7 of the Heport of tho Committee on the Grlen Innes-Invercll line. The estimate

of £15,0110 there referred to is a widely different thing from the revenue you now appear to believe it 
possible to obtain from freight P The tigures there referred to were not obtained by me at all.

■* 3087, Will you also look at the figures upon page 9 of the Bcport, and when you have looked the matter
up make it perfectly clear what is meantYes. Mr. Wright examined me upon that very point, and I 
was then careful to emphasise tho fact that they were not my estimates. Tho rates there are all in excess 
of what I have proposed in connection with the other lines. They are the bald application of local rates. 
3G8S. What is your opinion of the line from Inverell to Moree as compared with the'line from GHen 
Innes to Inverell, as regards population ? I think the line to the west has greater possibilities. It opens 
u^twice the extent of country. There is more Crown land available for settlement, and a large portion 
ot it is quite as good as is the best land between GUcn Innes and Invereli.
3889, You think that settlement will eventually be as dense between Inverell and Moree as between 
Inverell and G1 cn. Innes ? It is so to-day.
3890. If a railway were constructed you think there would be as good settlement between Inverell and
Moree as between Inverell and Grlen Innes ? Yes. ■
3691. lor how much of the western country is Moree likely to be the depbt? My impression is that 
Moree will control everything to the west and north-west as far as the Barwon.
3092. Would you come down as far as Walgett? When you come to Walgett you have to consider the 
possibilities of railway extension in the direction of Coonamblc, and then there would be the trade down 
the river from Bourke,
3893. You think then that at Walgett Moree is likely to find strong competition ? Y"es.'
3894. But you think it would bo a fair thing to take the area you have named, and to come down as far 
as a point between Collareudabri and Walgett, and to say that Moree would be its depdt ? Yes.
3895. Mr. ClarlccJ] I understood you to say just now that you thought there would bo greater settle
ment between Inverell and Moree than between Inverell and Glen Innes ? Yes.
3898. Is the country from^Warialda to Moree adapted to the growth of cereals? Yes. At Mungic 
Bungie, Yuaggaba, and Biniguy there is a good deal of land that will grow wheat.
389/. Is the rainfall regular ? There is a rainfall of 25 inches, but I do not think they have ever tried to 
grow wheat there in earnest. If a few of the Victorian farmers settled there wheat would very soon be 
grown.

TUESDAY, 16 MAECR, 1897.

Jteacrct:—
THOMAS THOMS OK EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphkrt.
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.
Tho Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Prank Parnell,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Began, Esq. 
Thomas Henry ITassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 

Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Morco to Inverell.

John Harper, Esq., Goods Superintendent, Department of Kailways, sworn, and further examined:—
J. Harper, 3698 CAaimaw.] There were several points in regard to which you were asked to furnish the Committee 

with further information? One point was ihe permanent-way expenditure as between Glen Innes and 
16 Mar. 1897. ^nverc^' an^ Moree and Inverell. I have an estimate from our engineer, in which he reduces them, 

■’ ‘ but they are both reduced proportionately. The estimate was £3,600 for the permanent-way expenditure
between Glen Innes and Inverell—that can be reduced to £3,000; and the estimate for the line between 
Moree and Inverell was £3,80Q—that can be reduced to £3,200.
3099. Have you considered the question of the western market? That I know scarcely anything at all 
about.
3700. The country west of Moree will be furnished by the river Darling, the river Barwon, and also any 
line that may come up to Wee Waa, or, indeed, any line west from Narrabri;—I suppose the country of 
which Moree is the depot is a purely pastoral district ? Yes.
3/01. Is there likely to be any great increase of population in it? It is hard to say what developments 
may take place. All I can say is, that if the land is proved to be suitable for agriculture there will be 
big developments there. It is very bard to pronounce an opinion. At Narromine, four years ago, when 
Mack and Austin took up their farm there, there waa no cultivation ; but the cultivation now is 3,000 
acres, and the land has produced this year from 12 to 14 bushels of wheat to the acre. I. do not think 
we understand half as much about our Colony in regard to wheat-growing as we ought to do.
3/02. The question I am asking you to consider is one of a market for Invcrell to the west;—do you 
think a market is likely to be furnished for Inverell in the country between Moree and Collarendabri—is 
there likely to be cultivation there ? I am not prepared to risk ray reputation by Saying that the country 
out on the Barwon is not suitable for agriculture.
0/03. It is the essence of the question as affecting the western market if wheat can be grown out there ? 
I am not prepared to say that they can grow it; but, on the other hand, I am not prepared to say that they 
cannot, Dnder ordinary conditions, as regards rainfall and soil, of course, in the neighbourhood of 
Inverell wheat can be grown better than further west.
3704. Do you regard the question of a western market as an important one as affecting the extension of 

. the railway to Inverell ? A very important one.
3705.
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3705. Tou think it possible that the Western country may be able to grow sufficient wheat for its own 
requirements? It may be able to do so. G-iralambone was at one time supposed to be desert country, 
hut we have carried over 300 tons of chaff from G-iralambone to Bourke this year. _
370G. Cultivation has spread out into parts of the country from which you previously expected no 
returns? Tes; there are portions of the country in which agriculture is now carried on which it was 
never erpeeted would become agricultural country.
3707. Mr. SosJdns!] Would not Invcrell be likely to supply some of the towns over tho Queensland 
border ? No; I do not think so.
3708. Ohairman.~\ What I should like you to say definitely is whether there is a market for Invcrell 
beyond Moree ? I am sure there is a market there at present.
3709. But you will express no opinion with regard to the future ? No. _
3710. Mr. jCm.] Has not the extension of the railway from Narrabri to Moree changed the condition of 
affairs as far as that western, country is concerned ; for instance, carriage to Moree is now reduced to a 
certainty on any day throughout the year, 'whereas under the old conditions there were times when it was 
impossible to get to Moree ? We hope to bo able to establish carriage every day of tho year to Moree.
3711. And with the changed condition of things is it not probable that the people will take advantage of 
a market to obtain a supply how they like and where they like ? Tes; but probably, like other people, 
they will like to have a choice of markets.
3712. The railway to Moree was built to fulfil a certain want; that part of the country was practically 
cut off from communication, ou account of a long streteli of bad road ;—will not the railway admit of all 
the necessaries of life being carried at a very much reduced cost? Tes; of course the railway will 
necessarily reduce the cost, but the people to the north of Warialda require consideration too.
3713. Why do you want two railways to do the work of one? Of course, after all, the object of our 
railways is to afford the greatest good to the greatest number.
3714. Chairman.'] Tour rate for wool from Narrabri is £3 15s. ? Tes.
3715. From Narrabri to Moree and Inverell the distance is 159 miles? Tes.
371G. Unless you alter your rate from Narrabri you will have to carry the wool that distance for 5s.? 
Tes, unless we alter our Narrabri rate.
3717. Tour rate for Inverell, mi Moree, to Narrabri and Sydney, must not bo much more than £4 if you 
arc to get tho traffic ? I am not prepared to say what it will be. If we find that we have competition 
of a serious nature we shall have to consider what rates we will charge.
3718. What will it cost you to carry a tou of wool to Sydney by rail? No living man can tell you.
3719. If you find yourself at Invcrell with certain competition at £4 a tou, and you have to meet it, and 
if it costs you more than £4 a ton to carry the wool to Sydney, you only have to do enough of it in order 
to ruin yourself ? We shall not lose in the transaction, W*c might lose if we quoted rates which would 
represent a loss on our aggregate results.
3720. Do you think that the rate for ordinary goods of £3 13s., via Grafton, wliich has been given us, 
is possibly correct ? I cannot say. Atl that I can say is, that if those who use the roads bad to pay 
interest on their maintenance their rates would not be so low.
3721. What is the rate for ordinary store goods from Sydney to Narrabri ? They vary a good deal; but 
I should explain that as far as Narrabri and that district is concerned, we always regard Newcastle as the 
port at which the whole of its business is done. The rate, however, for ordinary store goods from Sydney 
to Narrabri is about £0 a ton.
3722. We have bad the rate quoted to us at £3 13s.;—are we justified in believing that that quotation 
refers to the same class of goods for which you quote a rate of £0 a ton to Narrabri ? Yes, with the 
reservation that it might contain soma of the same class. On the other hand, there are goods carried to 
Narrabri by rail at a rate varying from 12s. a tou to £(i a ton, and the percentage of goods which are 
carried at the higher rate are not more than 10 per cent, of tho total quantity carried to Narrabri.
3723. How far is it by road from Glen Innes to Grafton? 110 miles.
3724. Do you at present carry most of the wool through Glen Innes, or does it go round by sea? Five 
times as much comes by rail as goes by sea.
3725. And if aline were extended into Inverell from Glen Innes, do you see any reason for believing that 
that proportion would be altered ;—would you still carry the Inverell wool if a line went into Inverell 
from Glen Innes ? Tes ; I am sure we should carry it as far as that.
3726. Mr. Jlumphen/,] What is the estimated cost of the 110 miles of road between Glen Innes and 
Grafton ? About £250,000.
3727. How much a year does it cost to maintain that length of road? The last schedule vote was, I 
think, £7,000 or £8,000. Of course, if the Bailway Commissioners were similarly relieved of interest charge, 
it would not be possible for anyone to enter into competition with tho railway rates.
3728. Chairman]} If the proposed line were constructed, do you believe that the wool which at present 
finds its way to Glen Innes would come from Inverell, via Moree, to Sydney? A very largo proportion 
of it.
3729. Do you believe also that the wheat grown in the Inverell district would find its way to Sydney by 
that route ? It would not find its way to Sydney, but to Newcastle for export purposes.
3730. How far is it from Newcastle to Inverell ? About 450 miles.
3731. Do yon think that the wheat will bear carriage that distance ? Tes.
3732. What would be the rate ? 13s. lOd.
3733. And there is no doubt you think but that wheat will boar that rate? Tes; it would be about 
4fd. a bushel. The farmers are paying more than that to-day from Berrigan to Sydney.
3734. It is not possible, you say, to let the Committee know the rate which the Commissioners propose to 
charge from Inverell to Sydney ? No; I could not tell you that.

J. Harper, 
Eeq.

16 Mar., 1897.

r

William McIntyre, Esq., Chief Electoral Officer, Chief Secretary’s Department, sworn, and further
examined—

3735. Chairman.] Tou have some population returns to put in;—will you describe them ? I have taken \y. McIntyre, 
out approximately the population within a certain area indicated on the map I produce, by getting the Esq. 
number of electors on the electoral roll within that area, and multiplying them by 3^-, which I consider is -n
about the proportion of population to electors. * ' " 3736. 16 Mar., 1897.
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W. McIntyre, 3736. What are the boundaries of the area ? It takes in a part of tho Moreo electorate, part of the 
Narrabri electorate, and part of the Barwon electorate. Commencing near Boggabilla, on the Dmnaresq 

16Mar 1897 ^^ver > thence bounded by a line south-westerly to the head of the Courallie Creek, on the boundary 
' between the Mores and Narrabri electorates ; thence by a line westerly between the Thalaba Creek and 
the Tsninoi Biver, to the Barwon River, just about the junction of Thalaba Crock; thence north-westerly, 
crossing the Namrn Biver, south-west of Angledool, and continuing north-westerly to the Colony 
boundary; and thence by that boundary easterly to the point of commencement.
3737. How many people do you estimate are within that area? I have estimated that there are about 7,360 
people within that area, or 2,003 electors.

FRIDAY, 26 MARCH, 1897.

■JSrrsrnt:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (CnAinirAN).

The Hon, Piieoerick Thomas HujiruERY.
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Egberts. C.M.G.
The Hon. Daniel O'Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq. |

Frank Barnell,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Peg an, Esq.
Thomas Henry IIassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Moree to Invercll.

Henry Deane, Esq.. Engineer-in-Chief, Bailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,
sworn, and further examined :—

H. Deane, 
Esq.

26 Mar., 1887.

3738. Mr. Roberts^ I wish to get as fair a comparison as I can with regard to the loss which would be 
sustained if a railway line is made from Moroe to Inverell, as compared with tho loss which would he 
sustained if a railway is made from Inverell to Glen Junes ;—am I right in saying that the annual loss 
on the proposed line from Inverell to Moree will be £2,7S5? L can only tell you what occurs in the 
Bailway Commissioners’ estimate, and that is given at £2,78-7.
3739. 1 want similar figures with regard to the proposed lino from Glen Lines to Inverell. These are 
the figures supplied to the Public "Works Committee in 1892, at page 102 of the report submitted to 
Parliament

Glen Innes to Inverell.
Rcmed Line, Aprii, ISO],

Rufiug grade............................................. !.......................................................... J —fiO
Length.................................................................................................................... no miles 34 chains.
Cost of construction, exclusive of land.................................................................£427,4U0
Interest, at 3J per cent........................................................................................... 14,9o!)

Working Erpcnses.
Traffic Branch ........................................................ ..........
Locomotive Branch .............................................................
Permanent-way Branch .....................................................

£2,000
MOO
3,038

linenne.
Coaching ......................................................................
Mails ...........................................................................
Goods ...........................................................................

£7,133

£3.200
500

4,500

£S,200 t
That shows an annual loss of £13,897, as compared with an estimated annual loss on the proposed Moree 
to Inverell line of £2,785 ;—have you any later information which you would like to place before the 
Committee to show that if a line is constructed from Glen Innes to Inverell there would be a smaller 
annual loss than £13,897 ? No ; that would be for the Bailway Commissioners.
3/40. Can you tell us where we could obtain that information? I think it would be better to apply to 
the Secretary to the Bailway Commissioners. I can only got the information from the Bailway 
Commissioners’ report as to the traffic and working expenses.
3741. Ts it not a fact that this estimate was made when the cost of construction of the Glen Innes to 
Inverell line was put down at £8,000 per mile ? Yes.
3742. Is it not a fact that after many hours of professional labour the last estimate you have been able to 
make of the cost of constructing that line is £6,000 per mile ? I think that was it. J gave all the 
particulars on a former occasion.
3743. If the line were constructed at a cost of £6,000 a mile, would these items of annual expenditure, 
such as traffic branch, £2,000, locomotive branch, £1,500, permanent-way branch, £3,638. be materially 
reduced ? They would not be touched. What would ho touched would be the interest on the capital cost.
3744. Mr. 'Hoshins.^ What would be the difference in tho cost of maintenance of permanent way, looking 
at the difference in grades on the proposed line, Inverell-Glen Innes, and the proposed line, Invercll- 
Moree? I think that mile for mile there would he very little difference, because, although 0:1 one line 
you have heavier grades, they are not at all had. One in 60 is not a verv heavy grade, and the ground is 
undoubtedly harder ou the Glen Innes-Inverell line, and there would not be the same amount of 
subsidence. The line from Moree to Inverell will pass through a great deal of black soil and soft country, 
and I should think would require more A\ork for maintenance per mile.
3745. Chairman.'] The distance from Inverell 1o Moree is approximately twice the distance from Inverell 
to Glen Innes;—will it coat, approximately, twice the amount to maintain tho line from Inverell to 
Moree as it will cost to maintain the lino from Inverell to Glen Innes? J. should think it would with 
the same amount of traffic over the line.

3746.
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3746. What is the cost of construction of tho two lines? Moree to Inverell is estimated to cost £270,500; H. Beane,
tho line from Grlen Innes to Inverell, a distance of about 52 miles, is estimated to cost, at £6,000 per mile, E®^* 
£312,000. _
3747. "What would be the cost of maintenance from Moree to Inverell ? I have not gone into that ’’ '
question, but I know what maintenance costs on existing lines. That has been worked out. The system
of earth-ballast construction is somewhat new, but so far as we can tell, if the traffic is light, I think the 
maintenance should be done for about £55 per mile.
3748. Is this correct: The maintenance of permanent-way only from Moree to Inverell will be £55, 
multiplied by (say) 100—that is, £5,500? Tes, roughly; but I wish you to understand that the cost of 
maintenance at present is rather an uncertain item with regard to this line. There are existing lines, for 
instance, Culcairn to Corowa, which, during 1805, were maintained at a lower cost. The line from Nyngan 
to Cobar was also maintained at a lower cost than that; but I do not want to put it too low, because with 
an earth line and without ballast there may be some expense to provide for which is not provided for on 
other lines.
3749. Are the qualifying remarks which you now make as applicable to one line as to the other ? They 
are specially applicable to tho Moree to Inverell line.
3750. With these qualifying remarks, the maintenance of the line from Invercll to Glen Innes would cost 
£52, multiplied by £55, which would give an annual cost of £2,860 for maintenance. Therefore the case 
stands thus : that although the line from Moree to Inverell will cost £32,500 less to construct than the 
line from Inverell to Gien Innes, it will cost £2,640 per annum more to maintain the Inverell to Moree 
line than it will to maintain the Glen Innes to Inverell line? Yes, roughly.
3751. Mr. Jlolerts.'] When I asked you a short time ago with regard to the Glen. Innes to Inverell line 
did you not say that the cost of maintenance and working would be the same as was estimated in 1892 ?
No; you were then asking me if 1 understood rightly how the difference in estimated capital cost would 
affect the figures given by the Bailway Commissioners at that date. I said that the only figures that 
would bo affected by the difference in capital cost would be tho interest on capital. I said that the cost 
of the traffic, locomotive, and permanent-way branches would not be affected thereby. I do not say that 
those figures would not be altered now. The Bailway Commissioners might see fit to revise their estimate 
for those items. I only wished to point out that the only item affected by any alteration in the capital 
cost would be the item of interest.
3752. I asked whether the maintenance would be the same on the line if constructed for £6,000 per mile 
as it would ho if constructed for £8,000 per mile ? 1 do not think that was clear to my mind at the time.
3753. That was what I meant. Can you answer the question now. I have given the figures supplied by
the Bailway Commissioners in 1892 for traffic, locomotive, and permanent-way branches, and they come 
to almost the same as the estimated cost of maintenance of permanent.way, locomotive, and traffic branches 
on the Moree to Inverell line. Although flic Glen Innes to Inverell line is only half the distance the 
cost of maintenance is put down as exactly the same on both lines? I do not know what the Bailway 
Commissioners have put down for maintenance. *
3754. Can you point where any alterations are likely to take place in the figures which I have quoted 
from the report of 1892 ? I may be permitted to point out that those are figures given by the Bailway 
Commissioners. I have nothing whatever to compare them with in connection with the Inverell to Moree 
line, nor is it a task which I ought to be asked to undertake, that is, to revise the traffic estimates of the 
Bailway Commissioners.
3755. But have you not just done so in answer to the Chairman ? No ; I gave the information as to 
the maintenance, which is an engineering question ; but the question as to the whole of the working 
expenses includes traffic considerations. As a railway engineer, I have knowledge of the cost of 
maintenance of permanent-way,
3756. Ghairman.~\ Do you take up this position : that you are prepared to express an opinion as to the 
maintenance of permanent-way, but not with regard to traffic and locomotive expenses ? Yes. If I were 
asked with regard to the cost of maintenance of the Glen Innes to Inverell railway I should be bound to 
say that I considered £3,638 per annum too high; but I cannot make any comparison with the Moree to 
Inverell railway in the same way, because I have not the Bailway Commissioners’ figures.
3757. Will you be prepared ou Tuesday to give the Committee an estimate of the cost of constructing 
tho two lines, Clcn Innes-lnverell and Moreo-Inverell, and tho cost of mainteuauco of the two lines?
Yes. .

TUESDAY, 30 MARCH, 1897.

flrtsm:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

Tho Hon. Fredeiuck: Thomas Humchehy. 
The Hon, James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Boeerts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Josei'h Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Began, Esq, 
Thomas- Henry Hassall, Esq, 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Prank Faknell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Moree to InYoreli.

John Harper, Esq’., Goods Superintendent, Department of Kail ways, sworn, and further examined:—
3/58. Chairman.'] Have you received a letter from the Committee asking for certain information? Yes ; J.Harper,
I received a letter from the'Secretary of this Committee asking for a statement giving, in addition to the Esq- ‘
estimated annual cost of maintaining permanent-way, and the estimated traffic expenses and locomotive <---- -—-s
expenses in connection with the proposed railway from Moree to Inverell, similar information with regard 30Mni\,1897. 
to a railway from Glen Innes to Invercll, tho latter estimate to bo prepared in view of what the figures 
would lie if this railway were proposed at the present time. Tho Bailway Commissioners have asked me to 
come hero to-day to furnish the Committee with this estimate, which is theirs, of the expenditure on tho 
two lines under the conditions as asked for by the Committee:—Glen Innes to Inverell: traffic expenses,
£1,400; locomotive expenses, £1,580; permanent-way, £3,633 ; total, £6,613. 3759,’
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J. ttarper, 0759. Mr. ^Roberts'] Can you explain why in 1891 the working expenses of the Traffic Branch were put 
down at £2,000, while now they are only pat down at £1,400? Things have altered very much since 

-SoafTifW as far as traffic and all other charges are concerned. There has been a very material reduction in 
r‘’ '"the classification of stations and the number of men employed. The estimate I now submit is an 

absolutely revised one up to date. It has been very carefully gone into. The estimate for the line from 
Moree to Inverell is as follows:—Traffic charges, £1,100; locomotive charges, £1,775; permanent-way, 
£4,225; total, £7,100. _
8700. Chairman,-] According to these figures there is a difference in favour of the Glen Innes-lnverell 
railway in annual cost of maintenance of £4S7 ? Yes.
3761. And there is an advantage in favour of the Inverell-Moree line over the Glen Innes-lnverell lino
of £54 per mile in maintenance ? I have not worked it out in that way. I have taken the cost of 
maintenance of the permanent way. _ _
3762. Why not take the whole thing together;—you sny that the Glen Innes-lnverell line will cost,
roughly, £123 per mile ? Yes; £124 6s. per mile. _
3763. The Morec-Inverell line will cost, roughly, £71 per mile;—therefore there is a difference of £54
per mile ? Yes, t
3764. Mr, Lee,~\ Fourteen days ago, when Mr. Harper was giving evidence, he said the cost of maintenance
of the Glen Innes-lnverell lino could be reduced to £3.000; now he says it will amount to £3,633 ? I 
think I said I had gone into the matter with the engineer. I had not gone into the matter with ihe 
Bailway Commissioners. _
3765. Is not the engineer the only man competent to give an opinion on the subject ? I should say the 
Commissioners are the most competent men to say how much the line would cost to maintain. I give these 
figures definitely to-day. I think if you read the context of the evidence you will see that what the engineer 
and myself worked out agrees with this. I hand in this to-day as being the Commissioners’ estimate. ^
3766. Chairman. ] Can you give us the cost of maintenance of a line which can be fairly compared with
the Glen Innes-lnverell line ? There is the Nyngan to Cobar line. 81 miles 27 chains. The cost of that 
line during last year for maintenance of permanent-way was £3,498. _
3767. There is the Jerilderie to Berrigan line, which cost £74 per mile to maintain the permanent-way; 
Barkes to Condobolin, £77per mile; Temora io Wyalong, £87 ; Berrigan to Finley, £50; Condobolin io 
Broken Hill, £68? Circumstances control tho cost of maintenance, if you have a line with heavy 
cuttings and embankments you have to maintain a stronger gang of men to deal with the road. As good 

■a comparison as I can get for this line is the Cootamundra to Gundagai lino, 34 miles in length, and the 
cost of maintenance is £2,632. That is for maintenance only. There is another piece of information 
which I have got absolutely correct up to date—that is, on a line between Glen Innes and Inverell the 
load would be 170 tons behind the engine. On a line from Inverell to Moree the load would be 360 tons 
behind the engine.
376S. Mr. Roberts^] Is 53 miles the last accepted distance for the proposed line between Glen Innes and 
Inverell? Yes. _
3769. What would he the annual charge for interest on the two lines ? The estimate for the Glen Innes
to Inverell line for interest was £10,232. The estimate of interest on the Inverell to Moree line is 
£9,083. . .
3770. Mr. Humph cry.-] In estimating tho interest on the Glen Innes to Inverell line did you take the 
rate at 3J per cent. F Yes.
3771. Chairman.'] Will the three items of annual cost be pretty well the same between Moree and Invercll 
as it will be between Moree and Narrabri ? I think they will probably he about the same.
3772. Is that put down now at £37 per mile? Yes.
3773. Mr. Lee.] This is a revised edition ? There is no desire to alter anything, I stated before that
after consulting with the engineer maintenance could be cut down from £3,700 to £3,200. _
3774. But now it appears that the total cost will be £7,100 from Glen Innes to Inverell ? It is for 
all expenses £7,100, but it may be a revised estimate without there being any need to alter it.
3775. Mr. Humphcry Do you estimate that the cost of maintenance per mile between Glen Innes and 

. Inverell will be £68, as against £44 per mile between Moree and Inverell ? Yes, for maintenance of
permanent-way. _ _
3776. Chair?nan.] Why will the Glen Innes-lnverell line cost so much more to maintain than the Moreo 
to Inverell line ? Because there are heavier cuttings and heavier grades. The wear and tear will be 
greater, and more men will have to be employed per mile on the Glen Innes-lnverell line.
3777. Mr. Humpheryh] How does it happen that your estimate of traffic expenses between Glen Innes
and Inverell, 53 miles, is £1,400, as against £1,100 between Moree and Inverell, 96 miles ? The difference 
in grade will permit of fewer traffic men being engaged in lifting the business, For instance, the load 
between Inverell and Moree will be equal to forty trucks of stock, while between Inverell and Glen Innes 
it would not bo equal to more than eighteen trucks, so that practically you could do as much with one 
train on one lino as you could do with two trains on the other. _ _
3778. That is to say, you will be able with one engine to draw 360 tons on one line as against 170 tons 
on the other ? Yes.
3779. Will there be a daily service between Glen Innes and Inverell, and only a service three times a 
week between Moree and Inverell? I am not in a position to say that that will he the case, but it 
may be.
3780. Mr. Humphcry^] In your estimate have you calculated upon having the same service between 
Moree and Inverell as you propose to have between Glen Innes and Inverell ? Yes, when required. 
Provision will be made for running a daily service during the year when necessary, and that is included 
in the estimate.

. 3781. ilf?'. Lee.] Is that for a daily service ? For a daily service, when required, in the busy season.
3782. Mr. Humphery.] Is your estimate a perfectly fair one in comparing the two lines ? It is ; otber- 

, wise the Commissioners would not send it here through me.
’ 3783. You say this is the Commissioners’ estimate, and that it is an absolutely fair one? Yes.

3784. Chairman.] If you had 1,000 tons of stuff 1o take away from Inverell you would know exactly 
the number of trains that would he required to take it from Inverell to Glen Innes, as compared with 
taking it from Inverell to Moree; but you could not possibly take the same basis to make a calculation 
, with
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with rcgftrd to the everyday traffic ? This is absolutely calculated on what we know wc arc going to J- Harper,
move, in accordance with the estimate of the probable traffic between both places. •Es<1'
37S3. How will it be if you are running an engine and one carriage every day from Glen Junes to 
Inverell, or from Inverell to Moree? There would be no value in such a comparison of the loads, but the ar'’
estimate ot the traffic in the district does not indicate anything of that kind occurring. To move the
traffic between Moree and Inverell we will require a tn-wcehly service. There will be twenty-eight 
loaded waggons three days a week, all the year round ; so there is not much prospect of having to run 
a locomotive and a carriage.
378(3. Mr. Xcc.] How do you got at that estimate of traffic ? That is tho estimate of traffic which I have 
submitted to the Committee ; that includes Warn Ida.
3787. Mr. Humphery] Have you made your estimates on tho basis that there will be the same service 
between Moreo and Inverell and Inverell and Glen limes ? It will depend upon tho traffic offered. As 
far as tho locomotive cost is concerned it is based on practically the same service to be rendered. That is
to say tho same amount of traffic to be lifted. '
3788. "With regard to the carriage of mails, have you put both routes on the same footing ? At the same 
rate per mile.
3789. Have you estimated for the same service in both cases? I do not know that I took that specially 
into consideration when that estimate was given.
3790. In your estimate, placed before the Committee to-day, have yon taken into consideration tho 
proposed service between Glen Innes and Inverell as well as between Moree and Inverell? No; it 
would not require a daily service on the improved grades between Inverell and Moree.
3791. Did you propose to give a daily service between Glen Innes and Inverell? It would be necessary 
if we had the same amount of traffic to lift.
3792. bhouid not that be considered in making a comparison between the cost of maintenance of the two 
lines ? Tes ; tho wear and tear would be greater on the line where wo had to maintain a daily service.
3793. Do you say that you have fairly taken into consideration every circumstance that should be 
considered in making a comparison between the two lines ? Every circumstance has been considered.
379-1. Mr. Haber Is.\ "We have an estimated revenue on the Moree-Inveroll line of £13,398;—canyon, 
give ns a similar estimate with regard to the Glen Innes to Inverell line ? No ; I have not dealt with that 
line since 1889.
3795. Afr. Lee] Do yon say that this estimate of traffic, locomotive, and maintenance expenses is for a 
daily service between Moree and Invercll ? I should not like to say that.
3796. Can you tell the Committee what it really does mean ? It means a tri-weekly service, and during 
(say) four or live months in the year a daily service.
3797. Eor about seven months in the year it would he a tri-weekly service ? Tes.
3798. Chairman] With a ruling grade of 1 in 100, and with a ruling grade of 1 in 60, does it mean that 
in the latter case there will only he half the expenditure for traffic, maintenance, and locomotive expenses ?
Yes; that is the estimate which you have before you, practically. I am not going to say that that is the 
case absolutely as far as locomotive and traffic expenses are concerned. I anTnot going to say that they 
vary in tho same degree.
3799. Mr. Roberts] In a report signed by the Secretary for Eailways in April, 1891,1 find that the 
estimated revenue on the Glen Innes-lnverell line is put down at £8,200 do you think that that esii- 
matc would hold good at the present day ? I fancy that there would probably b'o that amount of traffic.
3800. Then there will bo an annual revenue of £8,200 on the Glen Innes-lnverell line, as against an 
annual revenue on the Moree-Inverell lino of £13,398 ? Tes.
3801. Did you not state just now that the annual charge for interest on the Glen Innes-lnverell line 
would be £10,232 ? Tes.
3802. And that the total charges for traffic, locomotive, and permanent-way branches would amount to
£6,613? Yes. J
8803. That gives a total annual expenditure of £16,845 a year, and you say that these figures of estimated 
revenue would hold good? I do not say that they would hold good; hut it is a fair estimate.
3804. If I deduct the revenue from the expenditure, that would show an annual loss of £8,645 ? Tes, 
on the figures you have; but, as I explained before, it is scarcely fair to ask me to give evidence on a line 
which is not now before me.
3805. Mr. Lee] Are you prepared to swear that your estimate of traffic on the Glen Innes-lnverell line 
in 1891 would be an accurate estimate for 1897 ? No ; I should be very sorry to swear it.
3806. CWrnwfi.] What was the basis of your estimate in 1891 ? A (hrough rate. I made a comparison 
at the request ot the Committee after taking the proportionate mileage and applying the rate which is to 
be charged on the other line, and it makes it less than you have there.
3807. What is a, fair estimate of the mileage ? T do not know ; it depends on the character of the traffic.
3808. It is manifestly not just to estimate one line on a through rate and another on a special rate ? Yes; 
but at tho request of the Committee I prepared some figures on that subject. Of course I do not in any 
way guarantee the tonnage, as it is so long since I have had an opportunity of investigating the matter.
3809. You have to beat the road between Glen Imies and Inverell;—could you beat it with tho rates 
which you have quoted? Tes.
3810. Do you think that the rate of 17s. 6d. per ton for wool would beat tbe road between Inverell and 
Glen Innes ? No ; I do not think it would, and 1 did not propose to charge if.
3811. Would 10s. a ton for flour beat the road ? We would not charge it for that distance.
3812. Mr. Lee] Can you tell us what the G-ton truck rate is for 100 miles, classes 1, 2, and 3 ? £2 ICs.
is our highest truck rate ; practically for that class, but yon can say that is for the 3rd class.
3813. Is £2 10s. a fair rate? Tes ; it does not apply to 5 per cent, of our traffic. That does not cover 
classes 1 and 2, because they arc never carried at that rate they are carried at the classification rate.
3814. Mr. Black.'] Have you ever considered the effect that federation might have on this railway ? No.
3815. Under federation would not Inverell have a market in Brisbane at a distance of only 354 miles?
Under federation, with freetrade, I fear that South Australia and Yictoria would be able to undersell 
Inverell wheat with their water-borne wheat.
3816. But the wheat does not grow on tbe wharfs—there is the cost of carriage ? Tes; but what I
pointed out will be a very important clement, . °
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APPENDIX.

A.
[To Evidence of H. Deane, Esq.']

Estimated Cost of Various Railway Routes,
Department of Public Works, Railway Construction Branch,

Sir, Engineer-in-Chief's Office, Sydney, 2 October, 1S9G.
In compliance with your request of the 22nd ultimo, I beg to forward you the following information :—

Okn Innes to Inntrdl.

The estimate for this line can be reduced to £6,000 per mile, as stated in my evidence at my last examination. This 
will bring the total cost to £313,800. It is quite possible that, if this railway came to be constructed, tenders would be 
received nt such a low figure as would enable the line to be completed for something less than this; but I do not feel justi
fied, at the present moment, in reducing the estimate.

Gnyra to ImiexM.
With regard to the estimate for tho above, I can only give this approximately, as the location of the line has not 

been definitely fixed. When giving evidence before your Committee during its first consideration of this line. I pointed 
out that, although longer than the Glen Innes to Invercll line, it could he made for the same total cost, ns the country 
was easier—the grades adopted lieing similar. There has been no further examination of the route since this time, but 1 
have little doubt that if a survey were made on the same principle as that of the other line, and the estimate bused on 
the same assumptions, the total estimated cost would not exceed the revised estimate of the Glen Innes to Inverell line.

With regard to the other estimates asked for, I have gone into the matter in as careful and detailed a manner ua I 
could with the limited time at my disposal. The following are the results :—

Ttnterjidd to Casino and litmore.

This line is 121 miles 10 chains in length^and the estimated cost £1,364,564. The ruling grade is I in 50.

Glen Innes to South Grafton. .

This line is 115 mites 57 chains in length, and the estimated cost £1,660,668, This lino has also a ruling grade of 
1 in 50, long lengths of which occur in the descent into the Mann River Valley. If a grade of 1 in 40 wore adopted for
this descent, the length of the line would probably be reduced by 5 miles and tho cost by £90,000.

Guyra to South Grafton.

The length of this line is 156 miles 7S chains, and the total estimated cost £1,600,421, The ruling grade for the 
first 74 miles and for the last 28 miles is 1 in 60. The ruling grade through thy heavy country on the DonDorrigo
Reserve and down the Guy Fawkes Range, being a length of nearly 55 miles, is 1 in 40 ; and it is not possible, without
enormously increasing the cost, to put a flatter grade.

Summary.

Line* Length. Estimate. Per mile.

m, eh. £ £
Glen Innes to Inverell........................... ................................................ 52 25 313,800 6,000

Guyra to Inverell.................................................................................... 58 10 313,800 5,401
Tenterfield to Lismore............................................................................ 121 10 1,354,564 11,183
Glen Innes to South Grafton.......... ................ ......... *......................... 115 57 1,660,668 14,351
Guyra to South Grafton........................................................................ 156 78 1,600,421 10,195

The Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works.

H. DEANE,
Enginecr-in-Chicf for Railway Construction.
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SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

EAILWAY FROM MOREE TO INVERELL,

REPORT.

The Sectional Committee appointed on tlie 29th September, 1S9G, to inspect, take 
evidence, and report nith reference to the proposed Kaihvay from iVforee to Inverell, 
have the honor to report as follows :—

The Sectional Committee—consisting of htr. C. A. Lee, jYLL.A. (Chairman), 
lion. Charles James Roberts, C.iVI.G-., M.L.C., Hon. Daniel O'Connor. M.L.C., Mr. 
Henry Clarke, M.L.A., and Mr. George Black, M.L.A.—left Sydney by 61o p.m. 
train on Priday, October 2nd, 189G, arriving at Moree on the following afternoon. 
On Mondav, October 5th, and Tnesdav, October Gtb, the Committee took evidence 
in the Moree Court-house; and on the following day, Wednesday. October 7th, 
accompanied by Mr. Charles McDonnell Stuart, supervising engineer, Railway 
Construction Branch, left by special coach for Warialda. On the journey tho 
Committee inspected the route of the proposed railway, as far as practicable, to 
Biniguy, and thence to Yagohc and Highland. Plain. At this point, 7 miles 
from Warialda, the Committee left the main road, and visited the site of the 
proposed railway station, 4 miles south of the township, and also inspected 
the land north and south of Kelly’s Gully, portions of which'were cultivated. 
On Thursday, October 8th, the Committee examined witnesses in the Warialda 
Court-house, and on Friday, October 9th, left by special coach for Invercll. The 
Committee followed the originally-surveyed route as far as its junction with the 
proposed route on the Gunnec estate, arriving at Inverell at 4*30 p.m. the same 
clay. The Committee took evidence in.tho Court-house, Inverell, on Saturday, 
October 10th, and Monday, October 12th, and on the following clay proceeded to 
Glen Innes. The Committee took evidence in the Court-house, Glen Innes, on 
Wednesday, October 14th, and on Friday, October IGth, returned to Sydney, which 
they reached at 11 p.m.

The Committee’s inquiry at Moree embraced the examination of witnesses 
as to the present settlement of that and the surrounding district, its prospective 
settlement, and the consumption of flour and other produce. Evidence upon these 
points was obtained from, amongst others, Ihc chairman of the Land Board, the 
district surveyor, the leading storekeeper, and several graziers long resident in the 
district. It appeared to the Committee that the present settlement within the 
land district of Moree was not sufficiently large to absorb the surplus agricultural 
products from Warialda and Inverell, and that the fullest settlement of all the 
Crown lands in the future available could not materially add to the population. 
Therefore, that the capabilities of the district to absorb in large quantities tbe 
products of Inverell and district do not appear capable of much development. 
Owing to tbe climatic conditions of the district it did not appear to the Committee 
that agricultural pursuits could be follow'ed there to any extent. With the exception 
of some very small cultivated areas the Committee did not observe that agriculture 
had been attempted. There can he no doubt that the district furnishes a market 
for a quantity of produce, but, of necessity, it is limited. Whatever the demand, 
however, it is reasonable to suppose that it will he largely provided for by the 
railway extension from Narrabri to Moreo. ■

3CG O— The
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The country eastward of Moree is fiat, and is said to be above flood-level from 
the town to the vicinity of the Mia Mia Greet. Prom that point, for a distance of 
about 6 miles, there is evidence that the country is liable to submersion. To avoid 
these low-lying areas the railway survey has been carried some distance to the south. 
The flooded country terminates at a point on the lliniguy Run and the survey is 
then carried to Slaughter-house Creek, [f rom thence to the proposed railway station 
site at Warialda the serpentine character of the surveyed route is made necessary 
by the ridgy nature of the country. The banks of the river near Slaughter-house 
Creek present a small area under cultivation ; but between the creek and Highland 
Plain which consists almost entirely of ironbark and box ridges, wdth occasional 
belts of pine country—the land does not appear suitable for the growdli of crops, nor 
was any cultivation noticed. On Highland Plain, within the Warialda district, the 
land is held in small settlements, and a fair amount of farming and grazing is carried 
on. Two miles east of this point tho Committee left the mam road and passed to 
the south, through what is said to he the host agricultural area in the Warialda 
district. The cultivation, at present, is not extensive, hut the evidence taken at 
Warialda is to the effect that it is only in recent years that cultivation has been on 
the increase. The land appears to be suitable for the purpose, the rainfall is sufficient; 
and it is probable that wdieat and other cereals eventually wdll be largely cultivated.

The evidence tendered at Warialda was in favour of tins proposal both as a 
means of offering a market for produce and for the transport of w'ool and stock, 
■which "would he trucked from about that, point as a convenient centre for a large area 
of country. The residents object to the proposed railway station being fixed " so far 
Irom the township, and urge the adoption of the alternative survey, involving an 
extra expenditure of RIO,000, which would bring it within H mile of the town.

The surveyed route from Warialda, towards Inverell passes through somewhat 
hilly country. For the first 8 miles the soil is of a sandy and inferior description. 
It gradually improves from that point to the Government tank—about half-way 
between tbe twro places. Thence, the land of Little Plains, through which the lino 
is surveyed, on the north side of the road, is of the best description for agricultural 
purposes, and so continues to Inverell. The land lying to the north of Inverell and 
for a considerable distance cast is largely occupied by farmers, hut a very extensive 
area of equally good land has not yet been brought under cultivation.

The evidence taken at Inverell extended over twro days and was of an 
exhaustive character. A division of opinion prevailed as to whether the line should 
he constructed to Moree or Glen Innes. Statistics were presented showing the area 
under cultivation, the total production, and how the produce is disposed of. Prom 
returns presented by Mr. Rorthwick, solicitor and landed proprietor at Inverell, 
bearing the signatures of a number of farmers and landholders in favour of the line 
to Glen Innes, and by Mr. Howaird, secretary of the railway league in favour of the 
Moree line, may he gathered the nature of the existing division of opinion. The 
residents at Little Plain, an important agricultural centre about 16 miles west of 
Inverell, are strongly in favour of the proposal. Although some of them have found 
a market for their produce in Moree it w'as impossible to ascertain the total tonnage 
sent in any year to that market. They declare that the Moree district is the best 
market for their produce, and that any surplus not there consumed could be 
advantageously sent by the Moree-Narrabri line to Newcastle and Sydney. Those 
in favour of the eastern connection are of opinion that the Moree district will afford 
hut a limited market even for present production, and that it is utterly incapable of 
absorbing their annual surplus. They argue that by connection with the. Great 
Northern Line on the east they would have a shorter 'route than that of Moree to 
Newcastle and Sydney, also a choice of markets, and would be enabled thus to 
supply the deficiency in the wheat production of the whole of New England, from 
Tenterfield to Armidale.

.As Inverell. is the district proposed to he served, every means wras taken to 
ascertain whether the proposed line would give the producers an outlet for their 
produce and enable them to obtain more readily their stores and supplies. It was 
emphatically asserted that they could not land inwards their goods at the truck rates 
quoted by the railway traffic manager, and they were of opinion that the estimated

revenue
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revenue in this respect would not be reached, inasmuch as goods could be landed by 
way of the Great Northern Line to Glen Innes, and thence by dray, or by way of 
the coast and direct by dray, at considerably lower prices.

The Committee are of opinion that the estimated traffic to and from Inverell 
has not been overstated, and it is probable that with railway communication the 
increase in the output of agricultural produce alone will be very large. The evidence 
of the chairman of tho local Land Board (Mr. .Finley) was to the effect that the 
settlement in the district—of which he has twenty-five years’ personal knowledge— 
is of a permanent and bona-fide character. '

The whole of the witnesses at Inverell were lend in their demands for 
railway communication, and the Committee arc of opinion that it would be in the 
interests of the country to comply with such an universal demand at the earliest 
possible date.

The Committee endeavoured to ascertain whether the holders of land in the 
neighbourhood of the proposed line were willing to grant the portions required for 
railway construction free of charge to the G overnment. Excepting in a few instances 
the holders who were questioned on the subject were averse to taking this course. 
In view, however, of the low price of land adjacent to the railway the cost of 
resumption would not he excessive. The evidence of the district surveyor at Moree 
showed that the average value of the land between Moree and Inverell ranged from 
£1 to 30s. an acre. ■

Tho route from Inverell to Glen Innes passes through excellent country for 
the first 18 or 20 miles. It then gradually commences to rise, and although tho 
land appears to be good settlement is not so close until the neighbourhood of 
"Waterloo Plain is reached, where is situated an extensive valley of rich soil. The 
rise from that point over the Waterloo Bange is rapid. On the eastern slope towards 
the district of Glen Innes the soil improves in character, and settlement becomes 
close.

At Glen Innes eleven witnesses were examined, tbe chief of whom was Mr. 
Utz, whose extensive business transactions and long residence in the district enabled 
him to present the most minute details with, reference to the demand for produce 
and tho rates of carriage that prevail by every route. He, in common with all the 
other Glen. Innes witnesses, was strongly in. favour of a connection between Glen 
Innes and Inverell, and antagonistic to tho present proposal. The question of 
coastal connection was here made a considerable feature; but, apart from that 
possibility, the witnesses were of opinion that the Inverell country would be best 
served by connection with the Great Northern, line. The statement was continually 
reiterated that it would afford to the large producers at Invercll access to all tho 
markets existing south and north of the point of connection.

The actual rates of carriage by all routes were definitely ascertained, and they 
confirm the evidence given at Inverell to the effect that if that district be connected 
by rail with. Moree the dray traffic now existing between the former town and Glen 
Innes will continue, and that the revenue expected on the through carriage of goods 
from Sydney or Newcastle will not be obtained. It was pointed out that the 
estimate supplied to the Full Committee by Mr. Harper on September 9th— 
prepared in 1891—relating to the revenue derivable from the carriage of agricultural 
produce carried at Is. 6d. per ton over tho 54 miles of rail between Inverell and 
Glen limes was an exceedingly low one, and could not be justified by the Department 
in view of their published list of reduced rates, which, for outward freight over this 
distance is fixed at 5s. 2d. per ton. This statement was confirmed by the production 
of several railway bills of lading at Glen Innes, proving that for similar imports 
the published rates had been charged, with an additional 20 per cent. Mr. Harper’s 
appears, therefore, to the Committee to be a marked under-estimate, and although they 
have not the facts before them to enable them to decide whether the same apparent 
depreciation of probable returns lias been applied to all the other items of Glen 
Innes-lnverell traffic, obviously, if they have been thus calculated, the estimated 
revenue would be considerably under that realised by a scale of charges equal to 
that prevailing elsewhere. "

The
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The Committee found that the question of coastal connection ivas to a certain 
extent involved in the proposal, hut, not deeming it their duty to proceed to any of 
the places north or south of Glen Innes or toward the coast, they closed their inquiry 
at Glen Innes.

Having carefully examined the proposed route from Moree to Inverell and 
thence to Glen Innes, and considered the resources and markets of the various 
districts, the Committee are of opinion that the connection of Inverell with the 
railway system should he made with the main line at or about Glen Innes. Their 
principal reasons for coming to this conclusion arc as follow :—

That the climatic conditions in the vicinity of Moree arc unsuitable for agri
cultural products—the almost total absence of cultivation at the present 
time appears to furnish conclusive evidence on that point;

That this district does not appeal' io present a sufficient market for the products 
of the largo producing centre of Invercll ;

That to transport v/a Moree, the surplus produce of the latter place to the 
larger markets of Newcastle and Sydney would involve extra haulage; and

That Inverell as a groat agricultural centre is entitled to the chief consideration 
in this inquiry.

On Thursday, October 15th, the Committee met, and Mr. Roberts moved :—
“ That it is desirable that the line of railway from Moree to Invercll, referred 

to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, he constructed at a cost not 
exceeding £2,898 6s. per mile, exclusive of land resumption and compen
sation.”

Mr. O’Connor seconded the motion, which was negatived on division, as 
follows:—

Ayes, 2.
Mr. Robert:*, 
Mr. O'Couuor.

16 October, 1896.

Noes, 3.
Mr. Blade,
Mr. Clarke,
Mr. Lee.

CHARLES A. LEE,
Chairman.
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MINUTES OE EYUDENCE.

RAILWAY PROM MOREE TO INVERELL.

I T-A-KEItT BBB'OHE THE SECTIOITAIj COMMITTED.]

MONDAY, 5 OCTOBER, 1S9G.

{The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Moree. at 10 a.m.~\

JJrfscnt:—
CHARLES .A LI’EEI) LEE, Esq. (Chatrit.o).

The T-Ton. Cn.vitLTrs Jaairs Eoherts, C.M.G. j Henry Clarke, Esq.
The Hox. Daniel O’CosNoii. [ Oeoroe Black, Esq.

The SectioL.a] Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Bail way from Moree to Inverell.

Mr. Percy Ernest Stirton, Mayor of Moree, sworn, and examined :—
1. Chairman.'] How long have you resided in Moree ? Six years.
2. Where were you residing before coming here ? In Inverell.
3. Are you fairly well acquainted with both districts ? Yes.
4. How long has Moree been incorporated? Eire years ; it is a municipal district.
5. What is the population within the municipal boundaries ? About 2,000,
G. Has there been any increase in population since the completion of the lino from Narrabri to Moree? 
A slight increase.
7. Has there been any increase in the number of buildings in tbe town ? Yes.
8. Has that been occasioned by the recent extension of the railway or is it due to general causes ? There 
has been a gradual increase ; but I think the fact of the railway coming here has brought a number of 
people who otherwise would not have been here, A few new stores have been opened, and business people 
have arrived.
SI. Has there been any agitation on the part of the Moreo people for the extension of the railway to 
Inverell? No ; no public meetings have been held.
10. Has no public expression of opinion been given ? No.
11. Do you desire to offer an opinion in your official capacity which would voice Hie feeling of tho resi
dents ? ] would rather not; tbe residents are here, and T understand the Committee will take any
evidence from them.
12. What is your opinion as to the wisdom of extending the railway to Inverell ? 1 think it would benefit
the district. Hay, chaff, and farm produce of any kind is very dear, because we cannot grow that kind 
of produce ourselves. We sometimes suffer from severe drought. If the produce could be landed here 
cheaply, it would be a great thing for tbe district.
Id. Do you think the construction of tbe line would lead to an interchange of products, and offer a market 
for the producing country of Juverelf ? Yes; I think Moree would be a market for Inverell. I do not 
think, however, we should send much from here to luverell. .
14. Mr. Black.] Do you favour the construction of a railway chiefiy on local grounds ? Yes. Of course, 
I cannot say whether the line would pay or not, but it might.
15. Do you think there is any likelihood of it paying? I could not offer any opinion.
1(1. Would the principal course of traffic be the, trade between Moree and Invcroll, and the intermediate 
trade? I think it would, unless the Railway Commissioners induce tbe Inverell people to get the whole 
of their produce from the northern line. Otherwise, it would come through skis way.
17. Do you think it is likely any quantify of produce from Inverell would be carried on to Sydney ? &ot 
by this line.
18. Do you think tbe products of Inverell—fruit, wheat. &c.—could bo landed in Sydney more cheaply 
from equally-favoured districts which are in closer proximity to the metropolis? I should not think so.
19. ]f that is your opinion, your belief that the railway is likely io pay must arise from the idea that it 
will encourage a local trade between here and Invercll ? And west, of course.
20. Yon think Ihe construction of a railway would increase the traffic between here and the Queensland 
border? I think it will.
21. In what way? In produce.
22. You think that the produce will come from Inverell? I think it will, to go north.
2'}. Do you think produce from Inverell—taking Moree as ihc centre nf distribution—can be landed in 
Moree as cheaply as can produce from Tamworth ? My opinion is that it should. My business, however, 
does not allow me to enter into figures of that kind ; others will be able to supply the information.
24. You have said that the conslrudion of the railway will probably entail an increase of traffic out west 
—do you mean in tbe direction of Walgett and towards Mungindi ? Probably towards Muugindi, and in 
the direction of Walgett.

3 (iti (u)—A

Mr.
P. E. Stirton.

5 Oct., 1896.
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25. But are not the people in the direction of Mungindi compelled to obtain their supplies from Moree 
now? Yes.
2(J. Bo you think the construction of a railway will increase their capacity for consuming products ? 
Yes. '
27. In what way ? If the people west, or towards Mungindi, can, by the construction of the railway, 
obtain their produce at a reasonable figure, the price of produce will become very much cheaper than it is 
now, and there will be greater consumption.
2S. Do j'ou think the people would consume products in sufficient quantities to warrant the construction 
of a railway 5 or 6 miles inland ? Ido not say that.
20. .1 suppose the wool produced in the direction of the Queensland border usually comes this way—at 
all events, since the railway to Moree has been constructed p 1 believe most of it does.
30. .And the construction of a railway to InvoreQ! is not likely to draw any more wool towards the line 
unless it be diverted from the Great Northern line ? No; 1 do not think so.
31. Do you know anything of the rainfall of the district ? I think we get 23 or 21 inches a year.
32. Do you think the rainfall at Moree is as good as the rainfall at Inverell? No.
33. If Moree had a rainfall equal to that of Inverell, !. suppose this would be a very fair agricultural 
district? Our average may be equal to that of Inverell, and still wc may not have such good agriculture. 
Inverell can depend upon its rain at suitable periods ; here we get heavy irregular rains. A large quan
tity may fall, and then we may have none for a considerable time.
3d. Havo you not good spring rains? We have not had any this year, nor for many years.
35. Do you know' the country between Moree and Inverell? lies, very well.
30. Is it good for agricultural purposes ? Yes ; as you go towards Inverell.
37. Are you aware that in the near future a large quantity of land wilt be thrown open between Moree 
and Inverell—land which is now held as pastoral lease ? Yes,
38. Can you give auy information as to hoiv that land would be taken up if it were available ? The land 
in the district has been thrown open since the passing of the new' Act principally as settlement leases, 
and I suppose the other will probably be thrown open under tho same conditions.
39. If a line were constructed between Moree and Inverell, would it not afford a great, inducement to
people to take up land ? 1 should think so. .
40. How' is tho land out west occupied ? Principally by pastoralists and selectors.
41. I suppose the construction of the proposed line would increase the importance of Moree, and would 
be a great advantage to tbe people out west, inasmuch as they would have railway' communication as far 
as it went, and then they could make use of their teams? Yes.
42. Is there a strong desire on the part of the people of Moree for the railway ? Not at the present 
time. They have obtained the hue from Narrabri quite recently, and they seem to be a little indifferent at 
present.
43. Notwithstanding that, you believe tbe line would be an advantage to Moree ? i should think so.
44. And it would encourage settlement around Moree ? Yes.
45. Afr, TikiJer/s,] To what extent are the people of Moree municipally rated ? One shilling in the dC.
46. Is the local council in a sound financial condition ? Yes ; we have no loan.
47. I notice that artificial water has been successfully tapped here ? Yes.
48. AVhat is the depth of the bore ? Nearly' 3,000 feet.
49. Is the water from it utilised in any way ? Not at present
50. Ts it suitable for drinking or general domestic purposes ? Yes ; the report wo have upon it is a very
good one. ‘ ‘
51. Do the Council contemplate coming to any arrangement with the Government with a view to supplying
the people of Moree with water from the bore lor domestic purposes ? Yes. An engineer from the 
Mater and Sewerage Department has been here, but his report has not been sent in yet; when it comes 
in the question as to the advisability' of supplying the town with water from the bore will be brought 
before the Council. ' S
52. Is it true that the Council contemplate lighting the town by electricity ? Yes.
53. Have yrou considered where you will get the necessary' power from ? Bv engines.
54. AV ill the bore bo of any use to yon in that respect ? We have had a report to the effect that there is 
not sufficient power. There is sufficient power to light a certain part of the town, but not sufficient to 
light the whole.
55. Is Moree in a fairly prosperous condition at the present time ? Yes.
56. Is it likely to improve when the railway is opened from Narrabri to Moree ? I think it will improve 
gradually,
57. I understand yrou are in favour of the proposed railway from Moree to Invercll ? I am in favour as 
far as the Moree district is concerned.
58. -What advantages do you think would be likely to accrue from Moree being connected by railway 
■viitli luverell ? We should obtain produce from Invercll, which is an agricultural district.
59. Do you think it is likely that produce will be brought from Inverell to tbe people of the Moree district 
at a lower price than they are paying for it? J think so.
60. Can you say where the principal market for Inverell produce will be if tbe proposed railway is con
structed ? I think there will be a largo market west I will not say' that tbe west will consume tbe 
whole of the produce. ''
61. Does “ west ’ include Moree, which is due west of Inverell ? Yes.
62. Do you think the produce will go still iurther west? I think so. I also think it would go north 
from here.
63. How far is it from here to Collarendabri ? Seventy-live or SO miles.
64. Would Invcroll produce be likely to go there if the proposed railway were constructed ? I do not
know that it would go that distance. '
65. Has (here been a survey of the line from this district to Collarendabri ? No. There has been one 
from WooUalira but not from Moree.
66. How far is that from Moree ? Half-way between boro and Narrabri—about. 30 miles from Moree.
67. Do you know when that survey was completed ? No i I think jc is going on now.
68. Is this what may he termed a purely pastoral district ? Yes. °
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69. I suppose the principal traffic from here to Sydney is in the shape of wool? Yes. Mr.
70. Aro you in a position to say whether, if tbe proposed line is constructed, any additional traffic will-^' »t;lrtol!-
come to -Yew South Wales which now goes to Queensland ? No. 5 *00^*^1896
71. la any quantity of stock trucked from Moree at the present time? There has been stock trucked, ■’ '
but the facilities for tracking are not ver3f good, on account of the Commissioners not having taken the
line over. Tho yards have not been finished.
72. Is it likely that a large amount of stock will be trucked when the line is open to the public ? I 
think so.
73. Is it a fact that the people of Moree are indifferent as to the construction of tho proposed railway ?
I think they are.
74. Is that on account of the fact that Moree is now a terminus ? I think that is one reason.
75. Is there a fear that some of the traffic which now comes to Moreo may go to some other town ? I
think tliafc is another reason.
76. Viewing the matter from your individual standpoint, you think it would he wise in the interests of 
the Colony to connect the town and district of Moreo with tho fine agricultural district of Inverell ? I 
think it -would.
77. 3Ir. Clarke.Is tho country about "Warialda good agricultural country ? I believe that parts of it are.
78. Is tho land about Moree equal in quality to that at tho eastern end of tho proposed land ? I 
think so.
70. I suppose tho reason tho land in the Moree district is not well adapted for agricultural purposes is 
the want of a regular fall of rain ? Yres ; the land is as good as any other, but the great drawback is 
the irregular rainfall.
80. Is there much traffic between Glen Innes and Moree ? I do not think so.
SI. Is there much traffic between Inverell and Moree ? At times.
82. "What does it consist of ? Of produce from Inverell, such as chaff, flour, and earn.
83. I suppose that any surplus of produce, after the wants of the district and of the north and north
west have been supplied, will have to find a market in Sydney or Newcastle ? I understand they are 
finding a market for it now on the Clarence and towards Grafton. 1 have no doubt they will still find 
a market there. The fact of the railway coming hero will not stop that market. .
84. Jf the line is constructed from Moree to Invercll, do you think it will he in the public interests to 
continue it to G len Innes ? No doubt.
85. If the line is constructed from Moree to Invercll will produce he sent to the coast ? I think so.
86. "Would the people obtain produce from the coast—such as sugar, &c.—in exchange for hay, corn, 
chaff, &c. ? Probably.
87. Do you think the construction of the proposed line would induce the people on the Queensland 
border to send their wool to Moree or Inverell? It might meet tho line between Moree and Invcroll, 
but 1 could not say positively.
88. J. suppose you are aware that the Queensland Government imposes an export duty of £2 10s. a ton
on -wool coming into New South "Wales ? I bolievo so. .
89. Do yon think very much wool will come from Queensland to this Colony under those circumstances ?
Not so long as the duty remains on.
90. In that ease you would not get much wool except from the country between hero and the boundaries
of Queensland ? Yes, .,
91. Do you think any portion of the wool produced west of "Warialda would come to Moree or go as 
formerly to Tamworth via Manilla and IJingera ? I think it would come to Moreo.
92. Even if the proposed line to luverell be not constructed a great deal of the wool would come to Moree 
as it does at the present time ? Tes.
93. To where would any surplus which did not find a local market or a market on the coast go? It may 
find a market in Queensland ; at the same time I am not in a position to answer that question.
94. Does not the water from the bore contain a great deal of soda or alkali? The report upon it is to the 
effect that it is fit for drinking purposes.
95. Do you think it could be used for irrigating grazing country ? It might be. ■
96. Would the expense be great ? Of course it would.

Mr. Colin .lames McMasters, Chairman of the Land Board, Moree, sworn, and examined :—
97. Chairman.'] How long have you been in Moree ? About eleven years, but I have been in the district Mr. C. J,
for twenty years. McMasters.
98. Mr. Jilaek.] What is the nature of the holdings between Moree and Inverell ? The whole of the
pastoral leases have not yet expired. There is a number of selectors, some graairig farms and some 5 Oct., 1896. 
agricultural farms. ‘ "
99. Is there a good deal of freehold land ? Yes, in the neighbourhood ot: Inverell.
100. How are the freeholds utilised ? Principally for grazing. ■
101.. In the event of a large influx of settlement duo to the construction of a railway, wdll there be any 
difficulty in those interested getting land? There would be no difficulty. Of course the usual time would
have to expire before the land would be thrown open. ,
102. That is eighteen months in some cases? Yes. They are falling in at different periods during the 
next four years.
103. Are you of opinion that any large quantity of land around Moreo—say for 60 or 70 miles in the
direction of Inverell—is likely to ho used for agricultural purposes ? Yes, you would get into the verge ■
of the agricultural country 50 or 60 miles away. .
104. I want, to strike the verge of the country which ceases to be purely pastoral, and becomes agricultural ?
Following tbe projected railway you would get into agricultural country within 30 miles of Moree ;. but 
tbe margin between the agricultural and pastoral land dons not run rectangularly across the line. The 
railway almost follows the course of the river, and the river flats within 20 or 30 miles of Moree are 
agricultural. "When you get away from the river it is not so suitable for agriculture.
105. You think, then, it. is the character of tho soil more than the climate which controls its suitability for 
agriculture? To a great extent. The immediate banks of tho river, to a small extent, are suitable for 
agriculture at Moree itself; but thev are so limited that it is not worth taking them into consideration.
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Uot so^ a^oufc ^oree Bufficientljr good for agriculture if you had a well-distributed rainfall ? 
re. yes ; but we havo not that, and we have not had it during my experience of the last eleven or twelve 

, n , years.
' 107. "VVhat is the average rainfall ? Nearly 30 inches.

108. If they can grow wheat at Jtiverina with a rainfall of 20 inches, ought you not to grow it in Moree 
with a rainfall of 30 inches ? I do not think the black soil is suitable for it.
109. Is there no rod soil here? It is limited iu extent.
110. The soil, I believe, is rather heavy, and not sufficiently friable for the growth of wheat? I think it 
cracks too much—it cracks right down, sometimes for 2 or 3 feet.
111. After you pass the limit of land unsuitable for agricultural purposes, which you tix at 30 miles
eastward from Moree, do you not strike agricultural country ? Yes; you strike wheat, and fruit-growing 
country. ‘
112. Do you think the soil claims that character for the intervening C6 miles, from the point you named, 
to Inverell ? I know it docs.
113. And beyond Inverell to the other side? Yes, right up to Glen Innes.
lid:. Assuming there is a market for produce to be found readily, it is fair to believe that the construction 
of the proposed railway will incur its agricultural settlement along the route ? I thiuk it would. It would 
turn grazing lauds into agricultural lands.
115. If that takes place, where do you think a market will be found for tho produce ? There will bo a 
local market, and a market in the western districts.
116. Is it probable that there will be any local market further south than Narrabri? I think very little 
produce will go to Narrabri.
117. “Would any go beyond it ? I think not.
118. Then the area to be served by the Inverell produce would be bounded possiblv by the Macintyre on 
the north, by the Barwon on the extreme west, and by Narrabri and Bundarra on the south ? Y’es, if the 
line came to Moree—excepting that, perhaps, some country in Queensland north of Mungindi would be 
supplied, but not to a great extent.
119. I suppose there might be a trade done with Queensland, about the border, unless that part of the 
country should be tapped by a railway from Warwick ? Quite so.
120. I suppose, in any case, railway or no railway to Inverell, Moree will be the great distributing centre 
for most of the area, especially northwards? Tlndoubtedly. Any extension of the railway westward 
from Moree would very materially increase the market to Inverell.
121. Do you think it would be advisable to carry the line westward from Moree ? I do not say that, but 
if it were carried westward there would be an immense market opened up for Inverell produce—I refer 
to an extension of the Barwon.
122. To any particular place ? I think J know the best place to which a railway should go. It should 
strike the bead of the navigation, and go through country most suitable for railway construction.
123. Do you think there is likely to be "an objection on the part, of the Hallway Commissioners to connect 
the proposed line with the Barwon Biver,? I cannot see how it would interfere with them ; they would 
get the extra haulage of produce to the west which would otherwise not exist.
124. Do you not think that produce is likely to go west in any case? 1 do not think so.
125. Supposing Moree were connected by rail with a navigable river. ’Whilst that river is running, 
Moree is likely, instead of bringing her goods direct from Sydney, to take advantage of the cheap rate of 
carriage on the river, and convey them as far as the head of the navigation and send them along a short 
railway ? It is possible that might take place.
12C. Do you think the Commissioners would be likely to recommend a railway of that eharaefor ? I am 
not looking at it from the standpoint of the Railway Commissioners ; the extension of the line westward 
would make a tremendous market for the produce of the hill country, with the prospects of some return 
loading.
127. Are there any small centres in the vicinity of Moree, and towards the Barwon, which are likely to 
become places which would largely consume the products of Inverell? I do not think 1 could locate any 
centre. Of course there is considerable population between here and the Barwon. The holdings are 
occupied in a great many instances in areas of 2.660 acres.
128. There are no growing townships ? No, and I do not thiuk there are likely to bo to auy great 
extent. There is some settlement at Collarendabri.
129. Is there no prosperous township between Moree and Inverell? No, except off the line a little, 
towards Bingera, which is a prosperous centre. I do not think the line will tap any traffic south of 
Bingera.
130. It is not likely to tap any as far south as Barraba ? No. You wore asking me what would bo done

• with the produce. 1 intended to say that new products would arise if the line were extended to Inverell.
Bor instance, the dairying industry would be developed.
131. Where would be the outlet for the dairying products ? The market of the world.
132. Do you think it would pay to carry dairying products to Sydney as a centre ? Yes, I think so.
133. Do you think the people of Inverell, where I suppose we have one of the most suitable climates in 
the world for fruit growing, could direct their attention to fruit growing? They certainly could. There 
is an unlimited range of country suitable for fruit growing.
134. Would the proposed railway be much used for the carriage of stock? Stock would come through 
Moree from the Inverell district.
135. Bub would they come by railway or be driven ? I think fat stock would be trucked. To a great 
extent that wonid depend upon the seasons.
136. Is there much feed, as a rule, on the stock route between Moree and Inverell ? They are fairly well 
grassed.
137. I suppose, like most other stock routes, it is over-travelled ? There is not a great deal of stock
travelling between here and Inverell. '
138. If it is not over-travelled, I suppose it is kept pretty bare by the people in the vicinity ? I know it 
is not fenced off.
139. Chairman.'] Are not these travelling stock routes let under annual lease? No; only in some few 
instances in the vicinity of the towns.
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140. Mr. Black.'] Has not the ordinary stock route as much herbage upon it as Macquarie Street? I do 
not think it applies to this district. There arc good travelling stock routes from the Queensland border
to this district in every direction. _ 5 Oct, 1896.
141. I believe that in ordinary seasons, when there is no interference with the traffic, large numbers of ’ 
cattle travel between here and Queensland? Yes ; some come in here and some by way of Warialda.
142. Do you think they would be trucked ? No ; as a rule they are store stock which are sent hero for 
fattening.
143. But eventually they will be carried over the railway? Yes. They are absorbed in this Colony as a
rule. _ _
144. J suppose there is a fall in the number of stock arriving here owing to the tick trouble in Queens
land ? I should think so ? . ,
145. What are the boundaries of the land district of Moree? The boundary between here and Inverell is
about 18 miles this side of Inverell—the Big Plain. Then it extends northerly to the Queensland border, 
and follows the Queensland border and the Barwon. ^
146. How far west ? About 150 miles from here. The Narran is the western boundary, The extreme . 
Bouthern boundary is the Macquarie. This district includes Walgett.
147. Is the whole of the country between Moree and Inverell taken up ? No. 1
148. Is the best land taken up ? I think the best land has been alienated. _ _
140. What is the nature of the holdings ? At present they are almost entirely pastoral holdings. Until 
you get near to Inverell the land is used almost entirely for grazing.
150. Are there many selections F Not many ; they have changed hands in some instances and have been
formed into large estates. Within 15 miles of Inverell the holdings are small, but on this side of that 
distance they are large, and the land is used for grazing purposes. Within 15 or IS miles of luverell they 
are used for agricultural and grazing purposes. Of course, east of Warilda- you get into farming 
country within a few miles of the railway. _
151. What are the chief products of the district near Inverell ? Wheat and maize in equal proportions.
152. Ib there much wine produced iu the district ? Yes; but not as much as there ought to be.
153. Is the district particularly adapted for the growth of the vine ? Yes, and it makes a strong wine—
something like an Albury wine. ,
154. If Inverell were connected with the railway system of the Colony, do you think the growth of vines 
would he encouraged to a large extent? I should think so.
155. Are you in a position to say that the want of railway communication has prevented the growth of
vines to any extent ? I could not say. _ _
156. I presume you are thoroughly familiar with this district? Yes ; I was a surveyor in the district for 
many years. I think I know the whole of the north-western part of tho Colony very well.
157. Have you given any consideration to the proposal to connect the town of Moree with Inverell ?
Yes ; not necessarily the town of Moree, hut the district. _
158. Do you think, in the interests of the Colony, this would be tho preferable route along which to 
bring Inverell produce to market ? Yes ; I think the Inverell market is westward.
159. Towards Moree and west of Moree ? Yes ; it is a market, of course, which will have to be mot; at
present very little produce is used because people cannot afford to use it.
160. Is that owing to tho cost of carriage? Not only to the cost but to the uncertainty ot carriage.
161. Is that duo to the bad slate of tbe roads ? Yes.
162. "What is the state of tbe roads between here and Inverell ? Fairly good now. The worst parts are 
metal, but the road is not a good one altogether for heavy traffic.
163. Has there been a large expenditure of money on tbe road between Moree and luverell ? Not much,
but a considerable amount has been spent between Warialda and Inverell. _
164. Would the character of the country between Warialda and In verell, necessitate a larger expenditure 
on the maintenance of roads than it would between Moree and Inverell ? Yes, the whole of that country 
would be required to be macadamised.
165. Can you give an opinion as to any increased traffic which would come if the railway were constructed ?
I do not think you would gain much, I think you would retain what you at present have rather than 
gain any new traffic. _ .
166. Do you know whether any of the squatters resident ou the New South Wales side of the Queensland 
border send their wool to Brisbane ? I understand that several do. I have also heard that it is their 
intention when the Government take tho Narrabri-Morcc Bailway over to send the wool this way. Some 
of thorn made their arrangements before they knew what the contractors terras were.
167. Then it is fair to assume that a large amount of traffic which now goes to Brisbane would come to 
Sydney by way of Moree or Warialda ? Yes.
168. Of course it would depend ou which would be tbe nearest railway station from the Queensland 
border? Yes, the greater part of it will come to Moree,
169. I suppose some would go to Inverell? 1 do not think any would go there.
170. Would there not be a large amount of stock trucked at Warialda? In certain seasons there would
be. _
171. Do the wet seasons of this district come at any certain periods of the year, or is it a, rainfall that
may be termed uncertain? It is a very uncertain rainfall. Sometimes the winters are wet, and sometimes 
the summers are wet. .
172. In giving your opinion to the effect that you think it would he desirable to connect Moreo and 
Inverell by rail, have you considered the other route which was suggested a short time ago, viz., a connection 
between Invercll and Glen limes ? Yes, I know that country very well.
173. And of the two you prefer a line by way of Moree? I think it would be better.
174. Do you come to that conclusion because you know there is a large market to the west of Inverell 
for Inverell produce? That confirms my opinion.
175. Mr. Clarke.] Are you aware that the proposed lino will run more or less through alienated land?
Yes. ... .
176. Do you think the land-holders would be inclined to give the land required free of charge to the 
Government? I. should think they would ; I know what I would do if [ were in the same condition.
177. Do you think the construction of the line would increase the value of their properties? Yes.
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^ 'T. 178. If tho line is constructed tlie distance from Invercll to Sydney will bo 512 miles ? I believe so.
3 ^ asters. y7y_ ]j0 y0U think tbe produce grown here could compete with tbe wheat and the other produce grown in 

5 Oct 180(5 ^10 ■^iver'11:l district, from which district Ihc carriage to Sydney is less ? I do not think so.
‘ ’ISO. Do you think many fat cattle and sheep would be sent from the vest of Moree and Inverell to 

Newcastle or Sydney '.J I" think so.
131. Do you think it would be cheaper than driving them 7 It would depend upon the seasons. IE there 
were no grass on tho stock routes they would truck them. In times of extreme drought there would be a, 
certain amount of traffic from hero to New England.
IS2, Do you think the construction of the proposed lino will be the means of introducing more traffic for 
the seaboard, and from tlie seaboard to the tableland ? I do not think it would very materially affect 
that traffic.
183. .Are you aware that produce sent to Grafton and from Grafton to Inverell can be carried by teams 
at a lower rate than by the railway? 1 have heard so—for certain classes of goods.
IS!. ’Would that competition exist even if the railway were constructed ? I think so.
185. Do you think the estimated loss upon the line of £2,800 per annum w'ould be reduced in a reasonable 

■period ? I think so. If that is the first loss I think it wdll soon be overtaken, and the line be made to pay. 
18(5. Are you aware of the proposal to construct a line from Tamworth to Manilla ? Tes,
187. Do yon think that line will take any traffic from the proposed line ? I do not think it will materially 
affect it.
1S8. Do you think that line would take the traffic from Bingera ? I think so. I think Bingera would be 
about tho changing point.
189. Mr. QVomior.] How far docs the district over which you preside extend ? 150 miles west, 230 
miles south-west, 80 miles north, and about the same east.
100. What are tho characteristics of tlie country ? It is both pastoral and agricultural. The western 
portion of the district is purely pastoral, the eastern portion is agricultural.
101. What is tlie nature of the settlement? In the western portion it is nil pastoral settlement. In the 
eastern portion there is a small extent of agricultural settlement,
192. And what is tho character of the country betiveen Moree and Inverell ? It consists of rich alluvial 
soil on the flats, and rod soil of basaltic formation on the hills.
193. Do you know anything of the country between Inverell and Guyra? Tes ; 1 have not a very high 
opinion of it; it is not as good as the country on this side of Inverell.
19-1. Have you formed any opinion as to the necessity or otherwise of connecting this district with Inverell, 
with the object ultimately of continuing tbe line to tbe sea? I have thought over that matter, but the 
contingency is a very remote one—one which wc cannot take into consideration at present- 
195. Are you aware that 500,000 acres of land between Moreo and 20 miles on this side of Glen Innes, 
will within the next three years bo available for settlement? I am not aware of that fact.
19(5. What is your opinion of the land between Inverell and Glen Lines? It is a superior class of country.
197. It is well adapted for agriculture? A great portion of it is.
198. Is there any desire on tho part ot the people to acquire land for agricultural purposes between 
Moree and Inverell and between Inverell and Glen Innes ? I have never heard an expression of opinion 
to that effect.
199. If land is available in this district within the next three years, will not the construction of a railway 
between Inverell and Glen Innes, or between Inverell and Guyra prove a great stimulant to men who are 
now apathetic ? I think it will in time, but I do not think the time has arrived. There is no market for 
the produce at present. After the railway is constructed. I have no doubt there will be a rush for the land.
200. What is to prevent people in this district doing what they have done with such advantage olsowhero, 
where Ihey have erected mills, and where thousands of acres of land have been taken up uitbin tlie last 
three or four years ? There is nothing whatever to prevent them.
201. What is you]1 opinion with regard to the future of this district ? I think there is a grand future for it.
202. Do you raise sheep or cattle principally ? Sheep.
203. If a line were connected from Moree to the seaboard what is there to prevent the erection of 
slaughter-houses and chilling work's, so as to enable you to export chilled meat to Europe? There is 
nothing to prevent it.
201'. Could it be undertaken if the people had the facilities P I understand that something of that kind 
has been undertaken here now.
205. 1 suppose if the facilities are offered there is nothing to prevent people doing here what is done in 
other places ? Certainly not. We lack enterprising people.

Mr. .1 ohn McDonald, grazier, Moreo, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. 205. Mr. JiolerU'.] IVliat is the area of your property and tho nature of yoiir holding ? It is a pastoral

J. McDonald, holding—partly freehold and partly leasehold—about 8 miles from Moree. I have 35,000 acres of 
freehold, and about the same quantity of leasehold.

5 Oct., 1896. 207. How many sheep do you run ? 00,000.
208. To where do you send your wool ? To Newcastle.
209. Do you truck from Moree? I have done so this year.
210. Is Newcastle your principal market? Tes, for exporting.
211. Is your wool shipped from Newcastle direct to London ? Yes, if goes direct from Newcastle.
212. Docs the proposed line run through your property? Yes, through part of it.
213. Eor what distance ? Seven or 8 miles. ,
214. In tlie event of the line being constructed, could you be prepared to give the land required free of 
cost ? No; I do not think I ought to be called upon to do so. 1 have paid for the land, and expect to 
get all tho benefits out of it.
215. Can you form arougli estimate of the amount of compensation you would requre? I scarcely think 
the line would touch any of my land. It goes through the leasehold belonging to the Crown.
216. When does tho lease expire P In about two years.
217. Would tbe construction of the line be of any great advantage to you individually ? 1 do not think
it would, on account of me being within 8 miles of Moree. 218.
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228. ]s llmli ono of tho reasons why you do not view with favour the construction of tho proposed line ? 
les; that is my sole reason. I do not think tho country is good enough for agricultural purposes.
229. But you are firm in your opinion that Invercll should have a railway ? Tes.

218. If there wore a station nearer than Moree, would you be likely to make use of it? Tes. Mr.
21S-S-. Have you formed any opinion as to the desirableness of the State constructing the proposed line? McDonald. 
Tes. I do not think it would be advisable to construct it. _
219. On what grounds ? I do not think it would pay. 5 0ct” 1898,
220. "W hen you say that, have you considered all the elements of traffic which might be brought to tho
line ? I have only considered the traffic which I know has been in tlie habit of coming—not what may '
come. The last two years have been very bad seasons here, and'a good deal of produce has come down ; hut 
prior to that little or no produce has come from Inverell. "With the grass growing over the track between "
Moree and Inverell you would not see any traffic.
221. .Are you familiar with the country between Moree and Invercll? I’retty well.
222. Is not the luverell district remarkable for the fertility of its soil ? Tes. ■
223. Do yon think ihe. time has arrived when Inverell should bo connected with the railway system
of the Colony ? Tea; it should have been connected long ago. ' '
224. By what route do you think it should be connected ? From Tamworth via Manilla, Barraba, and 
Bingera.
22b. In forming that opinion, have you considered the nature of the country between Barraba and 
Invercll? i\o. T have no doubt the construction would be costly. *
220. Ton merely form that opinion on account of it being nearer the metropolis ? Tes ; and tlie country 
is more suitable for agricultural settlement.
227. Do you not regard the country between Warialda and Inverell as well adapted for agricultural 
settlement ? No ; not uutil you get about 15 miles from Inverell.
228. ’ ” " ' ‘ “
Tt
229. _ . _
230. If a railway irom Invercll to Moree could he constructed at a lower cost than a railway by any other 
route, would you not think it desirable that such a railway should be constructed, in view of tho large 
amount of agricultural produce which would come from Inverell? No ; because tho extra distance always 
to be travelled over would be a factor against the construction, even if it wore cheaper.
231. Ton think the fact that the produce would have to bo carried over 509 miles to Sydney is an
objection ? Tes. ■
232. Is it a fact that a large market for Invercll produce can be found to the west of Inverell without
the necessity of sending to Sydney ? No dgnbt a good deal of produce would come westerly ; but the 
bulk of the produce hitherto has been coming from Bingera ami that district. ^
233. How far is it from Moree to Bingera? (10 miles,
234. What produce do you get at Moreo from Bingera ? Flour, corn, bran, chaff, and potatoes. Whilst 
Bingera is ouly 60 miles away. Invcroll is 100 miles away.
23n. 'Would not that distance by road be too far to expect Inverell to send its produce this wav with a 
view to finding a market ? It is too far. ^
236. But if a line were constructed, would not a largo market bo opened at Moree, and west of Moree. 
for Inverell produce ? No doubt it would. '
23/. In view of that fact, do you not think it would be wise to connect Moroe and Invcroll by rail ? No.
I think wc can get produce at a reasonable price from Bingera and Tamworth, and from the settled district 
on this side, and oast of Bingera.
238. Do you know tho country between Warialda and the Queensland border? Tes.
239. Is it all good gracing country ? Not all of it. There is a good deal of worthless scrub land.
240. Is there a largo amount of wool coming from the stations near tlie Queensland border, on tlie New 
South Wales side? _ Three or four stations produce a fair quantity of wool,
241. Do you think if the proposed line is constructed any increased wool traffic will come bv it? No, 
excepting what goes to the Great Northern line. If it came here it would not go on the Groat Northern 
Line.
242. Is there not any wool on this side of tho Queensland border which goes to Brisbane9 1 do not 
know' of any.
243. When the railway is opened from Moree, will there he a large amount of fat stock goum from
Moree to Newcastle or Sydney ? Not unless the season is bad ; they will travel them. °
244. Do they find a market in Armidale from this district ? .No ; they all go to Sydney. In good seasons 
they would travel to G unnedah, Breeza, and Quirindi—sometimes all the way. Tn'dry seasons, when 
there is no grass, they would hare to he put upon the trucks at the nearest railwuv station.
2-45. Mr. O'Connor.'] How long have you been in the district ? Twenty years. ’
246. When you say you are not favourable to tho construction of the line vou speak from a national
standpoint ? Certainly. “
247. The want of the line will neither convenience nor inconvenience you? No.
248. Are you aware of any line in the Colony which paid when it was first opened ? No.
249. Do you think the construction of the line will attract settlement ? I think it will.
250. What is the character of the country between Moree and Inverell ? Home good, some bad, and 
some worthless. The bad land is dense scrub country.
251. Could that be utilised? Tes ; by spending capital upon it to clear it.
252. Do you think it would he an advantage for this district to be connected by railway with the sea9 A 
great advantage.
253. If the cost of sending your cattle or sheep to market is reduced it will be a great advantage to you 9
Certainly. ° J
254. Mr. Clarice^ Ton have stated you disapprove of the coustrnction of the proposed line on account
of the fact that it will not pay ? Tes. '
25o. Tou think a line continued from Tamworth and Manilla through Barraba to luverell would be better 
than the one proposed ? I thiuk it would serve the country better, and would go thromdi a country 
which is more likely to have closer settlement than between hero and Inverell, 0
256. Supposing the lino he constructed to Inverell, would you approve of it going to Glen 1 lines and some 
part of the coast ? I have not a knowledge of tlie country on the other side of Glen Innes.
257. Do you think it would be in the public interest for the coast district and the west to have an inter
change of products ? Certainly. ■

258.



1376

8 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Mr.

Out.,

i \r n ij 253, Would it be an advantage for direct shipment to be mad e from Grafton or Coff’s Harbour, rather 
.,. c ona . ^j)an from jSTowcastle or Sydney ? Yes. _ _

1S9G. 2^9. Are you aware tliat in the other colonies railways are constructed from the interior to the coast ? 
Yes, particularly in Yew Zealand. _
260. Ho you consider that a good plan ? Yes, although in some places they found it very expensive.
261. In view of the uncertainty of the rainfall, do you think it probable that agriculture would be entered 
into in this district to any great extent? I do not think it would.

'262. Mr. Black.] Would not the construction of a line from Tamworth through Bingera, to Inverell, 
necessitate the erection of an expensive bridge over the Namoi at Manilla, another at Barraba, and lesser 
bridges en route? Yes, and one at Bingera.
263. Is not the country billy after leaving Manilla? It is.
264. And is it not poor country after leaving Barraba? It is.
265. Then it is not likely there will be much freight from intermediate parts on a line between Barraba 
and Inverell unless it is of a metaliferous character? Generally, agricultural settlement follows a railway, 
and there ought to be a good deal around Bingera. They are at present growing produce very largely 
about Bingera.
266. Ho you not think that over that country a railway would cost 100 per cent, more per mile than one 
constructed over this level country ? I should not think it would cost as much more as that—probably 
50 per cent. more.
267. And the cost of maintenance and haulage would be greater ? Yes, the grades would be steeper. .
268. Is it not a fact that the construction of a railway usually increases the value of land, particularly in 
the neighbourhood of a town ? Yes.
269. And if the construction of the railway would increase your 35,000 acres of freehold 10s. per acre in 
value, which would bo £17,560, and it were necessary for its construction that the State should resume 
10 acres of your land, do you not think it would pay you to give the 10 acres? Yes, if your calculation 
were based on facts.
270. Would you be sufficiently grateful to the State to give them the land free, in return for it putting all 
that money in your pockets? Yes ; I think I should he entitled to meet their views in that way.
271. The proposed railway runs through Crown land so far as you are concerned ? Yes.
272. For what distance ? Seven or eight miles.
273. Boes it run through sheep-paddocks ? Yes. All through sheep-paddocks.
274. Will it interfere with the access of your sheep to water? Yot much.
275. Where do you send your stock to ? The stock to Sydney and the wool to Newcastle. _
276. Would you truck your sheep at Moree if the proposed Hue were constructed? Not if there is grass 
on which to travel them, because rates are too high.
277. You think the deterioration caused by travelling them long distances is compensated for by the saving 
in railway carriage ? Yes.

Mr.
W. H. O’If. 

Wood.

BOot"., 1896.

Mr. William Henry O’Malley Wood, Bistriet Surveyor, Moree, sworn, and examined:—
278. Chairman?] How long have you been a resident of the district ? Since June, 1890.
279. Mr. Clarke.] Are you acquainted with the country along the route of the proposed railway ? I only 
know the country as far as the Land Board Bistriet goes—that is a little beyond Warialda, at a point 
marked 395 miles on the railway survey.
280. What kind of country is it between Moree and that point ? From Moree to Yagobe the country is 
pretty level; some of the soil is rich black soil. There is some red soil. Some of the country is scrubby 
and some open plain.
281. Is any portion of the land you have described fit for agriculture ? I think the frontage lands to the 
Gwydir River would be tit for agriculture, but it would be rather too costly to clear in many places.
282. Is it adapted for agriculture in all seasons ? Some seasons would be too dry.
283. Is the country more fitted for pastoral than for agricultural purposes? Yes; the open country is 
good grazing country in nearly all seasons.
284. Is it fitted for agriculture without a good rainfall ? The average rainfall is good enough, but it is 
uncertain.
285. Although the land is good, the drawback is that you cannot depend on the rainfall? There are, 
however, some farmers this side of Yagobe who have made their living out of agriculture for some years 
past.
286. Bo you think the country is adapted to irrigation ? Yes, it is, between here and Yagobe.
287. Are you of opinion that irrigation would answer for grazing purposes ? I should not think so.
288. Bo you know that there is a large quantity of alienated land through which the proposed line would 
pass? Yes.
289. Can you say whether the landholders would be prepared to give the land through which the proposed
line would pass free of charge to the Government? I cannot say. I might point out that in this district 
there is comparatively little alienated land. The chief part of the alienated land is at the Inverell end. 
There is some in the parish of Hadleigh. .
290. Is it under lease at this end, or is it freehold? It is chiefly under lease. I should think they ought
to give the land free of cost, hut I do not know what the views of the holders are. ■
291. Bo you think it would be possible for agriculture io pay up to the point yon have described ? I only 
spoke just now of the frontage country to the Mehi, extending as far as Yagobe. I think the frontage 
country would pay to grow maize and similar crops.
292. Even with the present uncertain rainfall? Yes ; 1 do not think it pays very well, hut still it does 
pay. A limited number of farmers have done very well out of it.
293. Do you think they would be able to compete with other portions of the Colony where they have a 
more abundant rainfall and a cheaper rate of eandage to Sydney ? I do not think it would pay the 
people to send their produce from that particular part of the country to Sydney. It has paid owing to 
1he high prices lately obtained locally, the consumption being wholly local.
294. Would the quantity grown on the route of the proposed railway be sufficient for the district north
and south of Moree ? 1 do not think until you get to the Inverell end you can grow enough to supply
the present local market, and the local market must Increase very largely. 295.
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2i)o. In that case, there would not be much to send from Inverell? I do not know what the produce 
n • ri1'6 • ’ . ^ ^G^'ve0111101,0 and Inverell there is not sufficient for the local market.

20(). Considering that the probable loss on the proposed line will bo £2,800 per annum, do you think 
its construction is justified? II that estimate has been based on existing figures, I think it is certain 
that within a few years’time the.liuo must be a profitable one. I do not know what comes down at 
present, but I feel certain after the construction of the line it will ho very largely increased. 
j-rJ" ’s ^le avera"° ]'ainfllll °f the district ? Up to 18SM, the mean annual rainfall for Moree for
nnnee,-Ir^eaTS 25‘93 inches. I Yu 1803-94 it was 43't>0 inches; for 1895 it v, as 17'01 inches.
298. What is the average rainfall ? About 20 inches.
299. What is the average tor Inverell? I’or seventeen years at Invoreil it was 32'77 inches.
300. Do you' think it would be fair to the large population on tho coast—80,000 to 100,000—that a 
railway should he constructed from Moree to Inverell, and afterwards to Glen Times? I can only 
speak oi any extension easterly, from a geographical point of view. On looking at the maps, it seems to 
me there must ultimately bo a railway from the coast 1 hrough Inverell to the Barwon. 1 think Colly- 
inongle is the most suitable point to which a railway should bo extended. I feel certain it would 
increase the traffic tremendously along the Moree-lnverell line.
301. Do you think goods would go from some portion of the proposed line to the west or north-west?

302. I suppose that the principal traffic from theso parts would be wool and cattle? Cattle may go to 
the coast for export, and so would wool probably.
303. Do you think it would be advisable, in the public interests, to construct the proposed line ? Tcs. I
„'ln CaJ1 A0 no doubt about it. 1 think it is a line which must ultimately prove a public benefit.
304. Do you think it would ultimately be necessary to continue it to Glen Lines ? I do not know. It 
would ultimate y be necessary to continue it to some point on tho coast when, of course, it would have to 
cross the mam hue.
,l^; greater portion of the produce grown on the proposed line is consumed locally, will the balance
go to i ewcastle or Sydney ? I suppose it will. I think some of the produce which will come to Moreo 
from the line will be carted even under the present conditions to the Barwon,
30fj. Do you know the country to Manilla, through Bingara and Barraba, to the route on tho proposed 
Imc ? 1 know it from Cobbadab, which is the edge of this district, to Bingera, but 1 do not know it 
southerly towards Manilla and Tamworth.
307. One of the witnesses states that lie thinks the Bingera people will send thoir produce here even 
ona thG i-WIly T 'Te have recciTOd al0fc Bingera produce, it being closer to Moree than Inverell.

IT1 thinb ,there wl11 bo an-'r nim^er of cattle and sheep, besides wool, brought from the proposed 
line into Moree or for export to Sydney or Newcastle ? A certain amount of stock and wool, will come 
on the line by routes which intersect it, for instance, the Yetman-Warialda route. There may be a great 
deal of wool and stock from the Upper MacIntyre country, put on tho railway between here and Inverell. 
There would bc some Queensland stock also.
309. If the line wore not constructed, would not a good deal of that produce go direct to Moree? I think 
some of it would, hut I think there is some which would not. Bor instance, the Woliangra wool now

w ii11 Dne8’ 1 do no1'tl,illk ib W0llld g° Morce; would, I think, go to Warialda,
310. Would any wool from Queensland come into Inverell or Moree ? I have doubts about it: but there 
m some wool from the neighbourhood of Boggabilla, and up tho river from there, which now goes to Queens
land, some of which will hereafter come to this line.
311. Mr. Mack.'] Do you know anything of the cost of sleepers on the Narrabri-Morec line ? I hear 
they have been procured from 2s. to 2s. G<1.; they were mostly brought from the forests out of Narratm.
312. .Is there plenty of ironbark available ? Yes.
313 How many stations do you think would bo necessary on the line ? I think three in this Laud Board 
District ought to be sufficient. There should he one somewhere near Mungie Bundie, another between 
Jw.zy s Crossing and Yagobe, and another where the Warialda-Bingera Hoad crosses the line.
314. Is the lino intersected at those places by a travelling stock route? Yes ; but not at Muccabundi. 
3lo. 1 suppose, it the proposed hue is to servo as a pick-up for travelling stock, it will be necessary that
ihe stations should bo situated in proximity to stock routes? Yes.
31G. Do you agree with the statement that in good seasons the stock will not ho trucked here, hut will ho 
driven as far ns the herbage will permit? I think the larger proportion will be trucked here. I think 
it Will be iound that the larger portion of the stock going to Karrabri is trucked there, audit will prove 
io be the ease here. 1
317. Is the bulk of the unalienated land fairly good ? There is a great deal of good land, but much of it 
is covered with bngalow timber.
SIS. There is less of it towards Inverell ? Yes.
319. In fact, it is rare to find ? Yes.
???; W°uld bo ¥ir Pre®ume fr01il it is the quality of tiie land which has induced settlement
at tee one end, and not tho absence of a radway winch has prevented it at the other ? The leaseholds 
expired at Inverell before they expired here. Wo have Central Division leaseholds which will not expire 
lor lour years, and they have been locked up since 1884. J
ooi' Jdow doy?u thiflk they will be taken up ? As settlement leases principally.

ln.,, iat dlrcctlon Wlli tlle energies of those who take them up bo turned ? I think the hulk of
•J for imtmt i'"*""- »"■* from"f»i. !»*. "-iii

323. How far in the direction of Inverell will you have to go before you strike land where the conditions 
tovour agricultural rather than pastoral pursuits ? I think you will find frontage laud within 20 miles of 
Moreo, which m the near future will nearly all be used for agriculture.
324. Is there any quantity of it ? It extends back a mile or two from ihc river
fats dtab! ffov ° T1 fr°ou the f ilwa>r111"11° ? 2t iB f[uit'c closc- 1 "'as.asked whether certain land 
Xr for negation. The water could be conserved where the river runs between the lulls above
Yagobe, and distributed over the flat country below Yagobe by gravitation

zStgs&iS" “ ,,ot *• "“*■ ^ «»■*“ b«'0»- ->•
. 36G (n)—B "
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327. Even admitting that the soil is good, do you think that the climatic conditions are favourable for the
growth of cereals? I have made inquiries of late from the Department of Agriculture, and they say 
the rainfall during the winter and spring months is sufficiently good ; but I think the difficulty in the 
way of any considerable amount of agriculture here is in working the black soil. _
328. Is not the unfitness of the district for agriculture shown by the fact that none of the ^pastoralists
have gone in for agriculture to any extent ? I am not advocating this as an agricultural district. I think 
it is partly because there is very little market for surplus agricultural products, and partly because wool 
pays better as a whole. _
329. If you say there is no market for agricultural products, then yon say there is no reason for the con
struction of the railway ? There has been no large local market hitherto, but tho town has doubled its 
population in less than ten years. , . ,
330. ' We are asked to construct the proposed railway for the reason that the people of this district are
dying to consume the products of Inverell. If you tell us there is no market for agricultural products yon 
cannot be dying to purchase them? Ido not say there is no market, but hitherto there has been a difficulty 
in carrying on agriculture successfully, and there is the difficulty that there is no get-away for the surplus 
produce in a good season. _
331. Then you aro reasoning in this way : The district does not produce agricultural products, because
the climate is so variable, that to enter upon agricultural pursuits would favour somewhat of a lottery ? 
Yes, it would be a risk. .
332. Secondly, there is a market here for agricultural products from Inverell when the season here is pot 
good? I do not say there is a market for the whole of the Inverell produce, but the market is a fairly 
large one now and it is a growing one.
333. But there is no market for fodder here when there is a good season ? Not so much as when there 
is a had one.
334. That is to say, you will not buy chaff when you have grass ? There are many people who have no 
grass. In the town the horses are nearly all stabled.
335. If those two conditions are correct, then the market for Inverell produce will be most successful when
you have bad seasons here ? Yes. .
336. In good seasons the amount of produce carried by train towards the west will be reduced in volume
just as this district is prosperous? Yes, I think so. Elour and potatoes and things of that kind would 
always come this way. _ .
337. What value is the proposed line likely to add to the Crown lands within easy access to it? I think
it would increase them by fully 25 per cent., but it is very difficult to say. _
338. I suppose in the case of town allotments the increased value in the event of the line being constructed
would probably be greater than 25 per cent. ? Yes. _
339. Will the proposed line be subject to floods in exceptional seasons ? I think very little—practically 
not at all.
340. The soil, I believe, is very soluble ? The site selected for the line passes over about the soundest
ground which could have been obtained. I do not think the flood-waters will trouble it. Some of it will 
.pass over red ground. , ~
341. Does not the red soil scour readily? Not so readily as the black soil. _
342. If the rainfall were properly distributed, I suppose there would be no difficulty about agriculture ? 
If it were to fall uniformly, or as required, it would be ample.
343. I suppose that, with a comparatively heavy rainfall, the roads in the country would be almost impas
sable for some time ? The black soil country becomes impassable.
344. At such times, I suppose a railway would be in great request ? Yes. _ _
345. I suppose the teamsters, unless they have contracts, charge very much higher rates during such 
times ? Yes.
346. What would be the increased cost of carriage under such circumstances ? It would be more than
double. 4
347. It is fair to presume that in wet weather the railway would be extensively used ? I think so.
348. Are there any scrub lands ? Yes. In Terry-hie-hic holding there is a large quantity of brigalow
scrub ; also on Slaughter-house Plains. The rainfall there is 2 or 3 inches better than it is here. The 
land on Slaughter-house Plains is now available for selection, partly as settlement leases, and partly as 
improvement leases. Terry-hic-bie will shortly be available as settlement and improvement leases, and 
also as homestead selections. It is being measured at the present time. _
349. Do you think, if fhe line is constructed, Moree will still remain the depbt for the district? Yes.
350. You favour the construction of the line ? I was in doubt before I beard the figures, as to whether 
the traffic was large enough to be as large as has been estimated. I feel certain the traffic will increase 
considerably. 1 had some doubt in my mind until I heard the Bailway Commissioners’ estimate, as to 
whether the line would go anywhere near paying at present.
351. You base your advocacy of tho railway on figures supplied by the traffic manager P Partly on that, 
and partly on account of the geographical situation of the line right through from the coast, _
352. Then vou are in favour of an exferision of the line from Inverell to Glen Innes?' I believe Glen
Innes and Guyra are rival routes. I am not in a position to judge as to the rival routes; but I think the 
extension should go eastward to the coast somewhere. I also think a western line to the Barwon will 
not only provide a market for Inverell, but for a lot of produce from the coast. _ _
353. Mr. H.oherU~\ In what way do you think Moree would be benefited by the construction of the 
railway ? There will be cheaper produce. Moree now is, and will be then, the centre of distribution for 
a large tract of country north and north-west. I think a large number of settlers in that part will be able 
to get produce, including flour, potatoes, and so on, at a lower price than they can get it now.
354. Where will the produce come from? Erom Inverell and neighbourhood, which is the nearest point
of production. _ _
355. Do you think any impetus will be given to agriculture along the route of the proposed line ? A little, 
and perhaps a good deal at the Inverell end.
356. Will there be a great demand for Inverell produce to the west of Moree? Yes, greater than at
Moree. '
357. H ow far out will it go ? I think the whole of the Western Division is really available for it.

358.
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358. Where does tho agricultural produce required for Moree come from now ? A good deal comes from 
Narrabri, and a great deal from Inverell. The cheapest we have had has come from Inverell.
359. Bo you think a large quantity comes from Bingera ? Home comes from there, but more from 
Inverell. Some of the local business people arc Inverell men, and 1 think that has tended to open up 
business between here and there.
360. What constitutes the traffic on the railway from Moree, other than passengers towards Sydney ? 
Wool. I might mention that the line has not yet opened for the carriage of stock; they are at present 
sent on to Narrabri.
361. Have you drawn any comparison between the different soils in tho district? No. I had the black 
soil analysed a short time ago by the Department of Agriculture, but not any of the others.
362. What is the effect of the rainfall upon the two kinds of soil—the red and black soils ? The black 
soil is gluey and adhesive, and holds the moisture ; and the red soil generally absorbs some and throws 
the rest off'. It is on the edges of the red-soil patches that we make tanks, as they usually form the best 
catchments.
363. Which soil could do with the minimum of rainfall? The red soil. The red friable soil responds to 
rain more readily than the black soil.
364. Has agriculture ever been tried in the district ? Yes, I have tried it myself.
365. With any success ? Yes; but this year I think the crops will be failures. I know, however, of one
crop in the town which gave 5 tons of hay to the acre! It was very coarse. The black soil for oaten hay 
grows a very coarse hay. ,
366. The experiments have not been sufficiently encouraging ? On the red soil some iine hay has been 
grown. In some seasons you get good crops, but in many you do not.
367. Although the average rainfall is 25 inches, the rain comes in heavy falls at one time ? Very often 
there is a heavy fall in January and February, which is of no use at all for cultivation, unless it is for 
corn, and you cannot even rely upon it then.
368. Then it is either a feast or a famine as far as the rainfall goes ? Yes.
369. Chairman.'] Can you tell the Committee the effect the construction of the line from Narrabri to Moree 
has had upon the demand for land in this district ? I think it has increased it tremendously. Wo have 
any quantity of men from tho southern districts flock into the district, and a great many more would 
come if wo had the land available.
370. I would like you to distinguish between the inquirers for land since it was determined to construct 
that line, as against the time when that question was undecided ? I cannot tell to what extent it has 
increased the demand, hut I believe it has materially increased it.
371. Have the applicants been able to acquire any considerable number of holdings ? Yes. When we 
have any land which is even fairly good we have many ballots for it.
372. In what direction is the land which has been thrown open since the line was constructed ? One lot 
of 100,000 acres is about 35 miles west of the existing line.
373. 'The proposed line would not he affected in the slightest by the settlement which has already taken 
place ? No, not on the 100,000 acres just referred to.
374. The traffic from that settlement would go to the existing line ? Yes.
375. Would any portion of the recent alienations be benefited by the construction of the proposed line 
to Inverell? Yes.
376. Much ? Not very much of the recent alienations, because they are only a small quantity ; but I 
think the Tcrry-hie-hie country would he benefited by it to some extent—not very much. It is more tho 
country north of the line than to the south which will he benefited.
377. I believe all the country as it becomes available in this district is brought under alienation under 
the more recent legislation ? Yes.
378. That is homestead selections, settlement areas, and improvement leases? Settlement leases mostly,
379. Does that system of land alienation enable tho State to more accurately determine; tho unimproved 
value of the land. Hitherto all land in the Colony, good or had, was valued at ;£l per acre. Has the 
present system enabled you to arrive more definitely at the unimproved value ? It has enabled us to class 
it, hut not to arrive at its value. We always endeavour to fix capital values by sales which have taken 
place. Afterwards, the per cent, interest upon that is a very easy rental. We have a good number of 
sales of conditional purchase and conditional lease land, which give us a fair index as to the saleable value 
of land.
380. Have you had anything to do with the valuation of the land resumed for railway purposes between 
Narrabri and Moree ? No.
381. What is your estimated value of the alienated land on the proposed line ? Taking the alienated land 
right through, from 25s. to to 30s. per aero would be its value. The lands nearer Moree—such as 
Weebollaboila—would be higher. Taking the inferior with the good, it will average what I have stated.
382. Supposing you opened a homestead selection and the unimproved value is £2 per acre, if a man 
holds a freehold alongside of that, and the railway passes through it, the State cannot very well value his 
land at less than £2 an acre ? No.
383. Then how do you fix your values at from 25s, to 30s. an acre ? I do not think the homestead 
selections are fixed at £2.
384. You have already stated that the values put upon them are no indication as to their actual values ?
They are what wc believe to be their value. .
385. What price is being put upon the homestead selections p I cannot tell you from memory. I think 
it is something like £1 an acre on some of them.
3SG. Aro there any as high as £2 an acre ? I do not think so.
387. Would 30s. bo the average? I do not think they go as high as 30s. an acre. That land itself is not 
a fair average either. There is better than that, and some worse, which the proposed line passes through. 
In the Inverell district it may exceed 30s. an acre.
388. Are these small holdings in your district held bond fide selections or for speculative purposes? 
I think the majority of them are held as bond fide selections.

Mr.
W. H. O’M. 

Wood.
5 Oct., 1896.
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Mr. Alexander George Fortes Munro, grazier, Weebollaboila, sworn, and examined :—
Mr-A'p-F-389. Chairman.'] How far is Weebollaboila from Moree? Five or 6 miles. _ _

Munro, 39Q j£ow long bave you been residing there ? Twenty-three years. Altogether, I bavo resided in tho 
- district forty years.

‘391. Mr. O'Connor.] What is the extent of your holding ? About 50,000 acres. 16,000 acres of that 
are freehold, and 15,000 are leasehold.
392. What do you produce ? Cattle and sheep. I have 30,000 sheep and 1,500 cattle.
393. To where do you send your wool ? Chiefly to Newcastle, and from there to London.
394. How do you send it ? This year we have sent it by train from Moree. • _ _
395. What is your opinion about the proposed railway from Morce to Inverell? I am notin favour of it,
396. Why ? I do not think it fair to the taxpayers of the Colony. I do not believe it will pay. It is
also unfair to the Inverell people to fetch thorn 100 miles westward when they can go straight to Sydney 
by running another line instead of this one. _
397. Where would you suggest the other line should be run ? From Tamworth, via Manilla and Barraba,
and straight on to Inverell. _
398. Have you any idea what the distance is from Inverell to Manilla ? Between 90 and 100 miles. _
399. And what is the nature of the country? Between Barraba and Inverell it is rather inferior—a big
proportion of granite country.
400. What is the distance between those two places ? Fifty miles. _ _ _
401. What is tho balance of the country like? From Manilla to Barraba and its vicinity there is a good 
deal of agricultural country. Then for 20 miles from Barraba towards Invoreil, tho granite flats between 
The Hills are a mile or twro in extent, and are fit for farming.
402. Ho you know the country -well? Tes ; I lived in the vicinity where tho survey went through.
403. Ho you know the country about Moree and towards the Barwon ? Yes.
404. Ho you know the country between Moree and Inverell? ■ Yes.
405. And between Inverell and Glen Innes ? Only by travelling along the road.
406. You oppose the construction of the line on national grounds—because it will not pay ? Yes.
407. I suppose you know that a railway usually attracts population ? I do not know that it always docs.
408. Mr. O’Malley Wood states that the railway from Narrabri to Moree has stimulated population here?
It was the fact of the leases being thrown open that stimulated population here. _ _
MO. Ho you know that within the next three or four years nearly 470,000 acres of land will he available 
for settlement between Moree and 20 miles on the western side of Glen Innes ? No, I do not. ^ _
410. The quality of the land between Inverell and Moree being good, and such a large quantity being 
available for settlement within a few years, do you not think that hundreds of people will he attracted 
to take it up, especially if they have railway communication? I would think so were it not for my 
personal knowledge of the country. I know that already nearly the whole of the good land has been 
alienated and sold, and in the tract you speak of there is a great deal of inferior country.
411. Ho vou not think it would be to the interests of the district for an opening to be made for the people 
to communicate with the ocean and the world? Yes, I think what we have now is sufficient. 1 do nob 
say it would not be an advantage, but we may perhaps have to pay too much for the advantage.
412. Why should the people of this district be compelled to send their produce to Sydney, if they can
send it to the sea-coast on the east, and thence to Europe, without going to the extra cost of carriage to 
Sydney? Because the construction of another line to the coast would cost half as much as this one has 
done to Sydney and it is better to use what has already been expended, and make the most of it, than go to 
further expense and pay a tax for it as we would have to do. _
413. With regard to the enormous tract of land which will be thrown open within two years—-what is to 
become of that if there is no railway communication ? A very big proportion of it will remain as it is 
even if you run a railway, because there is a great quantity of it which is perfectly worthless. _
414. What would you think if an expert witness said that over 200,000 acres of it were fit for agricultural
purposes? I should say he had made a mistake. I have been over nearly the whole of it, I have been 
on every run between here and Inverell and around Inverell. _
415. I suppose a large portion of your laud will have to revert to the Crown about the year 1900 ? 
Perhaps that is correct.
416. Mr. Hoberts.] Where does your properly lie from Moree ? East and south, and it comes to the
population boundary. _
417. Hoes the proposed line run through your property? Part of it.
418. Boes it run through any of your freehold? I believe it does.
419. Are you able to say for how many miles it runs through ? Ss- or 4—on and off. _
420. In tho event of the line being constructed, are you prepared to allow the Government to take it 
through your freehold property without compensation ? No, not if I can help it.
421. What compensation would you require per acre for the land which would have to he resumed by the
Government for railway purpofea ? Under present circumstances, I think that is hardly a fair question. 
I have sent in a valuation for taxation purposes, and the assessors have been out and have made a valuation, 
and the Court has not been held. _
422. I understand you do not view' the construction of the line with favour? I am not in favour of it,
423. Have you been in the Inverell district? Yes. ■
424. Is it not a very fertile district, and capable of still further development? Yes, _
425. Would not a market for its agricultural produce he found to the west? Yes, for a considerable part
of it. _
426. That being the case, do you not think it would be wise to connect Moree with Inverell, so as to enable 
the people of Moree and west of it to get agricultural produce at a lower rate than they arc getting it at 
the present time ? I do not know that it would be a very great advantage. 1 thought, perhaps, it would 
reduce the value of land out here—reduce the value of the produce they could get from the land; and the}' 
would lose in that respect.
427. But there is no land in this district which has been used for agriculture? Yes; east from here towards 
Bingera, and up the Horton, there are a great many farms.
428. Are they able to bring all the produce required to this district ? I think so. _
429. Would they not be able to bringit cheaper from Inverell if the line were constructed? It is doubtful; 
the carriage from Inverell is about 2s. per cwt.

430.
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430. If tlio railway Tje constructed do you not think it will be of vast benefit to the people of Inverell in M-r-A' F- 
enablingtbem to got their produce to a market in the west, and if it benefits the people of Inverell it must Uunro. 
benefit tho Colony as a whole ? Certainly, they would be able to sell more than they do at present, but
when the roads are completed, I think road carriage will be almost as cheap as railway carriage. The road '' 1
is nearly all metalled now from "Warialda to Inverell.
431. But you do not wish to maintain that teams could bring produce from Inverell to Moreo and further 
on at a rate which would leave a margin of profit to the Inverell farmer ? I think so. 1 do not think 
there is such a difference between the railway freight and the teams’ charges. Of course I do not know 
what concessions the Eailway Department will make for the carriage of farm produce.
432. Have you considered whether Inverell ought to be connected with the railway system of the Colony?
Yes ; 1 think it was badly treated in the first instance, when the line was taken by Armidalo instead of 
Imorell ? 1 think Inverell is entitled to a railway.
433. Admitting that Inverell is entitled to railway communication, do you not think it would be wise to 
connect it with Morce? Ho; it is too far round from Sydney. It means 100 miles of additional 
travelling to people who want to go to Sydney.
434. Which route do you favour most ? I would favour the one from Manilla if the line were extended
from there to the table-land. '
435. Have you made yourself familiar with what the cost of construction would be of that route? It 
would be heavy ; but a great proportion of the country is table-land, and not so heavy as some people 
would imagine.
436. If tbo cost of constructing a railway by way of Bingera were 50 per cent, per mile more than it 
would bo by the Invcrell-Moree route, would you still adhere to your opinion ? I think so. It would tap 
the Bundarra district, which is a good agricultural district, and also a great part of Bingera. lam not in 
favour of it going to Bingera, but from Barraba direct. It would cross tbe river 12 miles on this side of 
Bundarra.
437. Do you mean that you would go through Bundarra, and on to Kentucky ? Ho; the line would be 
pretty nearly direct from Barraba to Inverell, and 10 miles west of Bundarra.
438. liven supposing Inverell were connected in the way you suggest, nould Inverell get any wool from 
tho north which at present goes upon the Queensland railway ? Tes.
430. Would it get tho wool on this side of the border? Hot below Boggabilla. Prom Boggabilla and 
below it would come hero.
440. Does it come through Moree now ? Tooloona and Cobbanbilla even now sometimes send to Brisbane.
441. If there were a line to 1 uverell—I will not say from w hero—would any How South Wales wool which 
now goes to Brisbane come upon it? Yes ; it would come to Inverell and here.
4'42. If Warialda were connected with the railway system of the Colony, would wool from Boggabilla go 
there ? Yes, that is nearer than Inverell, but not nearer than Moree.
443. If a line from Morce to Inverell is made by way of Warialda, would there not ho a large quantity
of wool and stock come into Warialda which otherwise would come to Moree, so that the Slate would 
have the benefit of carrying the wool and stock between Warialda and Moree? Yes; it would go to 
Warialda. “
444. 'Therefore', it would travel over the lino between Warialda and Morce ? Yes. What Inverell would 
drain if it had a railway, Warialda would get.
4k'. And if Warialda were connected, the large quantities of wool and slock, which when the lino is 
opened will come to Moree, would be picked up at Warialda ? Yes ; north-east from hero.
4-JO. 3Jr. Bhwkl] Do you think there is any kind of produce raised in Moreo which is likely to bo sent to 
Inverell ? Hot in the way of farm produce. Of course there are fat cattle and sheep.
4 17. Do not the graziers about Inverell fatten enough eattlo for the use of the district ? Ho.
443. Outside of that there is no product of this district which might bo exchanged for the products of 
Invoreil? 1 think not.
449. Then unless the trains are filled with goods from Sydney, they will most likely he running empty ono 
way? I think so ‘
4'50. If the people of Inverell find it cheaper to bring their goods, as they do now, from Sydney via 
Grafton, and thence by team to Inverell—if they find that the teamster and the steamship owner can still 
undersell the traffic of tho railway manager,—presumably goods will continue, despite the fact of the 
proposed railway being made, to como from Sydney to Grafton, and tbenee by road ? Yes, they will go 
the cheaper way.
451. If that he so the railway is not likely to pay ? That is my opinion ; I do not think it will.

Mr. William John Stewart, grazier, Yagobe, sworn, and examined:—
452. Chairman.] How far is Yagobe from Moree ? Twenty-eight miles.
453. And how lar from Warialda ? Twenty-two miles.
454. How long have you beon living there ? Dour years.
455. Where were you before yon came to that part of the country? At Moree. I was in the Moreo
district about eight years. '
45G. Does the railway survey pass through or near your property? Within a mile of it.
457. What evidence do you wish to offer ? There is a creek called the Slaughter-house Junction, and I 
think the line should be deviated from the southern boundary of the Travelling Stock Deserve 17,432, so 
as to go due east to the south-eastern corner of Conditional Purchase Lease 202,315 miles.
45S. What are your reasons for recommending that deviation ? 11 is a good route, and 1 cannot see any
obstacle in the way.
459, Arc there any engineering difficulties? Hot that I know of.
400 Why then was that how made in the line? 1 asked Mr. Marshall, who was surveying at this end, 
why it was, and he said he did not know'. ’
401, The object of the Itailway Construction Branch, has been to obtain an easy grade, so as to enable 
large loads to be carried at a low rate ? They bave followed tbe river, and I think they could go through 
a gap and save two miles. I think they would have as good a grade on the deviation, and they would be 
free from flood water, besides having a shorter length of lino to construct.

462.

Mr. W. J. 
Slownrt.

5 Oct., 1S9(>.
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Mr. W. 3.
Stewart.
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462. And it would suit you better ? No; I am not speaking personally.
463. Do you produce wool ? Yes.
464. How many bales a year ? About 100.
465. Which way have you been in the habit of sending it to market ? To Tamworth.
466. 'What does it cost you per ton to send it to Tamworth ? It cost me £3 10s. a ton last year.
467. Are you aware of the possibility of a line being made from Tamworth to Manilla? Yes.
468. Would not that bring it very much closer to you ? Yes ; but not.close enough.
469. Would it not make a difference of £1 a ton in carriage ? Hardly.
470. Do you pay £3 10s. a ton dray carriage to Tamworth ? Yes.
471. And then the railway carriage to Sydney ? Yes.
472. In all what does it cost you ? About £6 12s. a ton.
473. What will it cost you to bring your wool from your station to Moree ? About £1 a ton,
474. Would you not be fairly well served with a railway line within 28 miles of you? Yes; we are 
sending our wool this year by way of Moree.
475. So that the construction of the line will make little difference to you? Very little in regard to
wool; but it will in regard to live stock. At present we bave a lot of fat lambs which we could send by
rail, but we cannot do so now. We cannot drive them to Moree, because there are no trucking yards, 
but if we had a line within a mile we could send them on to Sydney and get rid of them,
476. Have you any neighbours ? Yes.
477. What do you hold ? Conditionally purchased and leased land.
478. Are you in favour of the construction of the line ? Yes.
479. Do you think it will be of advantage to you and your neighbours ? Yes.
480. Are you prepared to give a general expression of opinion on behalf of the residents of your district ? 
I only know of ono man who is against it, and I think the reason is because he is an hotcl-iiceper, and it 
will close his hotel up.
481. Are your neighbours living within easy distance of the line ? Yes ; almost upon it.
482. Do you do any cultivating? Yes ; for my own use.
483. How do you get your supplies? Trom Sydney.
484. Your freight would bo 100 bales of wool, a few fat Iambs and sheep and cattle, and your return 
supplies ? Yes.
485. And I suppose you are typical of the residents of the same class as yourself? J may mention that 
the sawmill proprietor lives near mo, and there is a good deal of fine pine grown there. He has been 
doing a good trade with Moree, but he has not done any lately. I asked him how he lived, and he said 
that but for Inverell ho would have to shut up. He is now sending his pine all the way to Inverell. 
There is no pine iu the Inverell district. I think the lino would also open up the dairying industry.
486. Is that not rather precarious in your district ? I do not think 6o.
487. Are there not times when you suffer from very dry weather ? No, not so had as on tbe plains ; wo
aro on the hill. ■
488. But dairying on a small scale in a warm climate would bo a difficult matter? I do not think so. 
If wo could send out cream to a creamery or sell our milk, it would be better than growing wool.
489. To where would you look for a market? We would have to export it to the old country.
490. But without special refrigerating trucks, would it bo possible to carry butter through this warm 
climate to Sydney ? There would have to be a butter factory somewhere about Gunnedab, and there 
would have to be creameries along the line.
491. What distance is it by rail to Gunnedah P I should say it was about 120 miles.
492. Then unless the train is available at a particular hour of the day, will it not be impossible to send 
your cream away in the warm weather ? I think by the use of separators the cream will keep.

TUESDAY, 6 OQTOBEB, 1896.

[T/m Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Moree, at 10 a.m.'}

Jlmcnt:—
CHARLES ALFRED LEE, Esq. (Cilatjuian).

The Hon, Charles James Roberts, C.M.G. Henry Clarke, Esq.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. George Black, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Moree to Inverell.

Mr. Alexander McIntosh, storekeeper, Moree, sworn, and examined;—
Mr. 493. Ckairman.~\ How long have you been a storekeeper in Moree ? Eighteen years.

A. Mclntosli. 494, Amongst other things, you deal largely in produce ? Not so largdy in hay and chaff as in some
other things, but I deal largely in flour.

6 Oct., 1S96. 495. Prior to tho extension of the line from Narrabri to Moree, from where did you obtain your flour and
produce? It depended on what cost it could be delivered here at. For the last sixteen years I have
been importing on and off from Adelaide. .
496. By which route ? By steamer or sailing vessel to Newcastle; thence by rail to Narrabri, and thence

'by team. “
497. Since the railway has been opened, do you still continue to get it by that route ? No. With the 
exception of 27 tons I have got all my flour for the last twelve months from Bingera and Inverell. 
1 have had 15 tons from Newcastle, 6 from Tamworth, and 6 from Glen Innes; all the rest has been 
from Bingera and Inverell.
498. Wbat is tbe reason for dividing your purchases in that way;—is it because you obtain your flour 
cheaper from Bingera and Inverell than you could get it by railway to your own door ? Yes.
499. What is the road carriage ou flour, bran, and pollard from Bingera to Moree? Latterly, as low as 
25s. a ton.
500. And from Inverell ? £2 5s. during the winter. £2 latterly, and as low as 35s.

501-
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501. Therefore, you have been able to pay this considerable dray carriage and compete successfully with
the imported Adelaide flour ? Tes. *
502. And you are doing it now notwithstanding the railway is at your door ? At present, but we have
not railway rates at our door. '
503. Do you anticipate that as soon as the line is handed over to the Commissioners and the ordinary 
rates for this class of produce are fixed, you will be able to get your stuff from Newcastle cheaper 
than from Bingera and Inverell P Cheaper than we can get it from Inverell, decidedly. The highest 
I ever paid for freight from Adelaide was 5s. per ton, the lowest was Is.; and the general rate was 
2s. 6d. There is also Is. a ton for loading the trucks at the wharfs. Last April the charge was 
21s, fid. per Imperial ton to Narrabri. Since April there has been an addition of 20 per cent, ou that, 
which makes it £1 5s. 10^d.
504. Landed where ? At Narrabri.
505. And from Narrabri here ? TVhen the Commissioners take over the lino the rail carriage on flour 
from Newcastle to Morce will, I understand, be about 30s. a ton.
506. That loaves 4s. 2d. a ton from Narrabri here? Tes.
507. That being tbe case, yon arc not likely to take any stuff by dray from Inverell ? Unless theflour is 
much cheaper there. When the Commissioners take over the contractors line flour can be landed in 
Moree from any Adelaide or Victorian port for 33s. fid. a ton as against £2 5s. a ton from Inverell.
508. How does the first cost of the Adelaide flour compare with tbe cost at Inverell ? The cheapest flour 
lever had from Adelaide was obtained two years ago, when John Dunn and Company shipped40 tons for 
me at Tort Piric for £5 5s., free on board.
509. Where was it landed ? At Newcastle, and the freight was 2s. fid. a ton. At tliat time there was £1
per ton duty. ,
510. But what is the highest value of flour at Port Pirie? I think from £10 10s. to £10 15s.
511. Can you get it down for 2s. fid. a ton? Readily.
512. And the freight from Newcastle to Moree will be 30s. per ton ? Tes.
513. Can you land your flour from Bingera or Inverell at the same price ? Tes ; I can land it from 
Inverell just now much mote cheaply.
514. At how much ? In the last throe months I have had 70 or 80 tons from Inverell at a landed cost of 
£11 10s. per ton.
515. Now with regard to the other class of produce, such as chaff, com, bran and pollard ;—where do you 
usually get that from ? From Bingera, with the exception of chaff, which we can get cheaper from 
Armidalc, Uralla, or Walcha Road. At present the Inverell people are shut out of this market for chaff. 
I will give you an idea as to how they are handicapped, by exhibiting a way-bill:—

Mr.
A McIntosh.
6 Oct., 1896.

NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS.
No. 771. Narrabri Station,

Mr. A. McIntosh, 17 September, 189G.

Dr. to Railway Commissioners of New South Wales for Trainage, Ac.,
Charges on tho undermentioned goods :—

Waff on 
number.

Station from 
or to,

No. of
pltgB.

Description of 
Goods.

Marks and 
NumlKirs.

Weight—
Rate.

Paid on. Amount.

Tons. Cwt. Qr. lb. i. fi. d. £ s. (1.

1729 Annidale........... Hay, Chaff ... 6 c 2 0 Truck. 2 13 9

That came in at £3 per truck by the contractor’s train, making in all £5 13s. 9d. for 6 ton. 6 cwt. 2 qr. 
of chaff, ”
516. Ton paid the contractor’s rates from Narrabri to Moree, which are considerably higher than the usual 
rates charged by tbe Rail way Commissioners, and yet you landed your chaff here all the way from Armidalc 
at the rate of under £l,per ton? Tes.
517. It would be impossible to land chaff from Inverell, by dray, to compete with that? Tes. Further
more they can only bring a limited quantity of chaff. They must have bottom loading. They must 
have 2 tons of flour or 2 tons of corn in order to bring 2 tons of chaff, as it is so bulky.
518. "Where do you usually get mai/.e from? Twelve or thirteen months ago we had to draw from Sydney. 
I first drew from Singleton and Newcastle,and when tbo supplies became exhausted T drew from Sydney; 
at that time neither Inverell nor Bingera could supply us,
519. I presume they had not the stocks ? They could not land it at the price.
520. What did you land it for? Two shillings and threepence at Sydney, and 27s, from Sydney to 
Narrabri by rail, and £2 per ton by road.
521. That would be £3 7s. a tou from Sydney to Moree? And 2s. fid. for forwarding, making £3 9s. fid.
in all. In the figures J have given you there is 2s. fid. for forwarding. .
522. How many bags go to the ton ? There are 40 bushels to the ton.
523. Then it cost you about 3s. 9d. per bushel to land it? Tes.
524. At those rates Inverell could not compete ? Not last year; but at present Inverell is supplying this 
district at 2s. 3d. a bushel landed—that is Is. 3d. for Inverell and Is. for carriage.
525. Therefore Newcastle cannot compete with Inverell at the present time ? No.
520. What about tho grower at Inverell, at Is. fid. per bushel;—can he keep on at that rate ? They would 
have a splendid market at Narrabri. Commercial travellers have told me that vast quantities of forage are 
at present coming up to Narrabri. If they had railway communication with Narrabri via Morce there 
would be a much larger demand, and tho price would rise, say from Is. 3d. to Is. 9d., and the producer 
would get the benefit of it. ‘
527. In other words, if you had railway communication you would have the advantage of cheaper railway 
rates, which would enable tbe Inverell people to compete more favourably than they can do now ? They 
could deliver the corn here at 2^d. per bushel for carriage, and at Narrabri for about 3d. Therefore even 
allowing 2s. a bushel they could successfully compete with any part of the Colony iu supplying Narrabri. 
They could land at Narrabri for 2s. 3d. ^

528.
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Mr- 528. "WTiat in your opinion is about tbe annual consumption of flour, chaff, corn, bran, and pollard of tho 
^oree district? I should say, including Mungindi, Collarendabri to Walgett, Boggabilla, Goondiwindi,

6 Oct 189G ^unoPlfti and Mogul, the consumption is 1,000 ions of flour a year.
’’ ’ 520. Ton liayo taken a large area. Some portions of those places could he supplied direct from Inverell?

That is true, only of course it would not pay Inverell to supply those places by learn when the railway is 
running here. Por Morce and the immediate neighbourhood the consumption would he about 500 tons 
per annum.
530. What would he the consumption of chaff? It is impossible to give an estimate. In a dry season 
there arc immense quantities, and in a good season the demand is almost nil.
531. As a matter of fact, when the seasons are good here, the grass is so abundant that no one has to feed 
on chaff except those who have to keep their horses in the stables ? Tes.
532. Would it not be a fair estimate to take the twelve months from the present date, when I believe Ihe 
season has not been too favourable, and when there has been more than an average demand for fodder, 
which has been supplemented by the workmen’s horses on tho railway line ? There have been very few 
horses employed on the railway.
533. Am I correct in my surmise that the year, as far as the supply of natural grasses is concerned, has 
been below the average ? The period you speak of has been more than a fair average; it has been in favour 
of the producer.
534. Can you give an idea as to the approximate consumption of chaff for that twelve months ? I should 
say about 100 tons—that is about the township.
535. About how many tons of corn do you think have been consumed during the same period? Avery 
large quantity. Within the last month or so I have had 2,000 bushels myself. I should say that not 
less than 500 tons of corn has been consumed in Moree and within 20 or 30 milos of it. A great number . 
of farmers come down with corn, and if they do not And a market hero they take it on towards Mungindi.
53G. Are bran and pollard large items of consumption ? Tes, a good deal of it is used—I should say 
about 60 tons of bran and 30 tons of pollard.
537. Supposing you say 100 tons of bran and pollard ;—is there any other item imported for the use of 
the place? Those are the principal items which are brought here from the Inverell district.
538. What about potatoes ? Quantities are brought down, hut I do not trade in them,
539. Would 100 tons cover the potatoes ? I should say 150 tons. .
540. What about hay or straw in bundles ? Very little of that comes down.
541. That makes about 1,850 tons of goods, which, according to your evidence, appears to be the annual 
consumption of the district;—are we approximately correct in assuming that that will be about; the con
sumption of the district ? Tes. as far as my judgment goes.
542. If a line were constructed from Moree to Inverell would there beany interchange of products between 
the two places ? _ Tcs, there is at present. We supply Inverell and the Armidalc district with fat stock, 
sheep and cattle in the winter.
543. How many trains a year would it take to convoy the fat stock for consumption in Inverell ? I could 
not say.
544. Ton do not produce anything other than stock which the people on the table-land wish to consume?
Ho.
545. There the prospective freight for a railway from Moreo to Inverell is very small ? Of course, if
there is railway communication the farmers will he more prosperous, and instead of maize being a glut in *
the market at Is. 3d. a bushel it would fetch Is. 9d. or 2s.
5 46. Is there likely to be any traffic going from Morce to Inverell other than stock ? Ho, unless it 
comes through from Hewcastle or Sydney.
547. That is in the shape of general goods ? Tcs.
548. Therefore a line between Moree and Inverell must depend upon its traffic from Inverell to Moree— 
not upon the amount of freight which will go from Moree to Inverell ? That is correct.
549. Then the consumption of flour, chaff, corn, and bran is not likely to reach 4,000 tons :—would not 
that he a large estimate ? Hot if the Inverell people could command Narrabri, and that centre. Further, 
instead of paying Is. a bushel carriage as at present, we should only have to pay 2 Id.
550. And the cheaper the article the greater the consumption? The cheapness of the arlicle would 
increase the consumption. The charge of Is. a bushel carriage is a certain chock upon consumption.
551. Tou desire us to understand that the cheap carriage would enable the Inverell farmers to trade as 
far as Harrabri? Tcs, and as far as Gunnodah. The up transit rate from Inverell to Morce would be 
8s., to Harrabri 10s. and to G-mmedah 11s. 6d. The down transit rate from Hewcastle to Gunnedah is 
18s. Id. and 20 per cent.; and to Harrabri 21s. Od. and 20 per cent, advance on that rate. If a line wore 
constructed from Inverell to Glen Junes, Inverell would have up transit rates from Inverell to Werris 
Greek, 208 miles, at 11s. 6d.; then there would he down transit rates from Werris Creek to Gunnedah 
which would be 5s. and 20 per cent, added, or 17s. 6d. From Inverell via Glen Innes and Werris Creek 
it would he 17s. Gd. to Gunnedah, as against 11s. Gd. via Moree and Harrabri ditto ditto to Harrabri, 11s.
Gd., 10s. Gd. with 20 per cent, advance or 24s. Id. To Moree it would be 11s. Gd., to Werris Creek 15s. 7d. 
and 20 per cent, advance making 30s, 2d. If a line were constructed from Glen Innes it would cost to 
get produce here 30s. 2d. as against 30s. from Hewcastle. With a connection this way it would cost them 
8s. and give them an advantage of 22s. a ton over the Victorian and South Australian ports. I may 
mention that as a rule most of the flour coming here from Hewcastle is the product of other colonies.
552. Is the Inverell flour of good quality? Tes, so is that of Bingera.
553. Is the Tamworth flour largely used? Hot lately. It appears to me that Glen Lines docs not grow' 
sufficient wheat to keep its own mills going. Two years ago I was told by several commercial travellers 
that Mr. Utz had bought 10,000 bushels in the Inverell district. I know that Mr. Byrnes, of Bingera, 
bought a considerable quantity as well from Little Plain.
554. Ho you think the Inverell district capable of producing quantities which might be disposed of in 
the western and north western district ? Tes. notwithstanding that they supplied Glen Innes with 
10,000 bushels, and Bingera with a considerable quantity, they were so overloaded that Taylor and 
McIntyre offered to deliver me 200 tons at £8 10s. a ton out of which they had to pay £2 a ton for 
carriage. I took over 10O tons of it. That was the season in which Dunn & Co. shipped me 40 tons.
555. W nuld the construction of a line to Inverell shut out Bingera ? I do not think so.

55G.
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55G. Or would it. bring Bingera into touch with the line at a point which would, enable it to take advantage ,
of it like Inverell ? The line would be within 20 miles of Bingera,
557. If there is a trade between Bingera and Moree at the present time by dray it is natural to iufer that
it will continue ? Yes, and from up the Hortou River the nearest market will he somewhere near the ’’ *
Peach-trees, where tho proposed line will cross the river. That trade will come by train here also.
558. Bo you favour the construction of the line? I do. I think it will be the very thing for the producers, 
and will give a better market for produce.
559. 1 want you to speak of it ns a resident of Moree ? I think it would add to the importance of the 
town, and enable us to get cheaper fodder in dry times and save stock which die in dry seasons.
500. I suppose you would concede the point that, as far as railway connection is concerned, Moree is 
already served as well as it can be served ? Yes, but not as cheaply.
501. 1 mean by connection with the metropolis ? Yes.
502 Tho only advantage the Inverell lind could confer upon you would be by giving you a supply of 
produce at a lower rate than yon could get it on the other side ? Decidedly. "
503. Do Mr. Dtps teams come down as far ns Moree? He has sent me a truck-load.
504. Do they come down by way of Armidale and Werris Creeli? Yes. There is no Tour coming from
Grlcn luucs hy road that I am aware of. / '
505. I suppose the distance would he too great to send it by dray ? Yes, about 140 miles.
500. It is not likely they could compete with Inverell halfway and Bingera halfway ? No. "
507. With regard to the prosperity of the district generally, have you seen during your term of residence 
here any largo increase in the population ? Yo, excepting in the town.
50S. Has not the district increased in its production? Yes, enormously.
509. What arc your views as to tho future of this town as a centre ? I think it will he a great trucking 
centre for fat stock. It is a great sheep district. There is an almost certain annual return from wool.
The black soil, however, is so parched and dry here in hot weather that a shower of rain which would do 
good in Grleu Innes will not make the grass grow
570. May not the matter be summed up in this way : The district has been settled sufficiently long to 
establish cultivation if it could be properly carried on, but inasmuch as there is no cultivation here it must 
he accepted as a fact that the climate is unsuitable for it ? I ivould not say that.
571. Could you set to work to-morrow to grow' crops? 1 would not like to do it.
5/2. Is it not a fact that iu a fiue district like this, with iine soil, if cultivation could have been carried
on, it would have been commenced years ago ? I do not think it has ever been tried much. They have 
gone in more for wool-raisiug. "
573. What did you pay last year for freight on forage, no matter from where you got it ? About £500
freight on flour and forage. I may mention that I think the inverell district is well adapted for the
dairying industry, and if there were railway communication it would not matter whether it was via Glen 
Innes or Moree. It will he an important industry in the district. We got largo quantities of butter 
hero from Newcastle. I, myself, get £500 worth per annum from Newcastle.
574. And you think this district would offer a considerable market for a large quantity of butter ? Yes;
and so would Narrabri. “
575. In other words, if it would offer a market for one class of produce it would offer a market for all 
classes ? Yes. I should think tho butter consumption of this town is about 100 lb, per month.

Mr. John Thomas Crane, stock and station agent, Moree, sworn, and examined :—
570. D/m/rman.] How long have yon resided in Moree ? Nine years. 'Mr.
5/7. Are you acquainted with the country around Warialda and Moree ? Yes; I am a native of Warialda, J-1-Crane.
578. Mr. Black.] I think you were formerly Council Clerk here? Yes.
579. Do you think the construction of the proposed line from Morce to Inverell wilt increase the district G 0ut,>189,5 
trade of Moree? Yes.
580. In what way ? The construction of the line will place Inverell in such a position that it will he able 
to land its produce hero more cheaply than wc can get it at present from Newcastle or other sources, and 
being cheaper, more will he consumed.
581. Will there be any exchange of products between Moreo and Inverell ? In my opinion the trade 
from Moree to Inverell will he very small indeed. Of course there may be a trade on the line, hy Inverell 
getting goods from Sydney, which will go through Moree, but not from Moree.
582. Then, yon agree with the last witness, who said that the products of tins district which would go to 
Inverell would be fat stock during the winter months, when feed is scarce ? I do not think you would 
get one truck a month to carry by train. 1 think they would all be driven.
583. Then, as far as the interchange of products is concerned, it is practically an unknown quantity? It 
would be very small from Moree to Inverell.
584. Then, in the event of the railway being constructed, unless the Inverell people import their goods 
from Sydney, the traffic on the railway will be practically all hy the way ? That is my opinion.
585. Do you know the country between here and Inverell? Yes.
086. Wb have evidence to the effect that the climate of the district is not suitable for agriculture, however 
favourable the soil may he, and until you get within 60 miles of Inverell there is little*likelihood that the 
construction of a railway will divert any number of people to agricultural pursuits do you a°ree with 
that? Yes. °
587. Are you acquainted with the surveyed line? Yes; I am acquainted with the country through 
which it runs very well. °
5S8. Do you know of any route by which the railway could be taken which would avoid heavy grades, and 
at the same time pass through good land ? No, I do not. I know there are many people in the district 
who argue that the connection with Inverell could be by a line more to the north; but I am not 
sufficiently acquainted with the country to express any opinion. By the north, I mean by way of the 
Gil Gil. At the same time 1 do not think it would serve the population which the other line would serve.
589. Supposing there is any great increase in the farming population between here and Inverell, and 
around Inverell, do you think they will be able to find a market for their products ? 1 think the market 
in Moree is very limited at present; but there is a great market which might be opened up to tbe east of 
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Morce, which at present takes Yery little produce on account of the trouble in getting it, beyond, of 
course, breadstuffs, which they have to get. '
590. bupposing there were 2,000 in the Inverell district, and between here and Inverell, engaged in 
farming, and that number were doubled,—do yon think this district, or two or three like it, would be 
able to consume all the produce they would bring into existence ? I would not say all the produce; but 
there would be a good market for a large part of it.
591. Do you think there will be much stock trucked on the railway, if constructed between here and 
Inverell? JTot a great deal. In the summer months there would be occasional trucks of sheep sent to 
the bydney market: but when you get beyond ’Warialda there is not a great deal of fattening done.

Mr. Kiehard Ford Jenkins, Resident Engineer, Roads and Bridges Branch, Department of Public Works,
Moree, sworn, and examined :—

592. Chairman.] How long have you been stationed at Moree? About two years.
It.F. Jenkins. 593. "W bore were you stationed prior to coming to Moree ? At Warialda and Glen Irmes.

'' 594. Have you a good general knowledge of tho country? Tes.
6 Oct,, 1896. 595. ME Clarke.~\ Can you give any idea as to tbe expenditure on tbe roads between Moree and Warialda, 

add as far as your district extends, including tho roads to Bingera, and within a reasonable distance of the 
proposed line ? The present expenditure on the Bingera road is £575 per annum, and on the Warialda 
road £325.
596. Can you give any idea of the amount of traffic on the road from Moree to Inverell and return ? The 
traffic from Inverell has grown considerably of late. A year or two ago it was very limited,
597. Why has it increased? J think chiefly through the railway having been extended to Harrabri.
598. Is the traffic likely to continue to increase or diminish with further railway extension ? If we have 
a railway extension between Moree and Inverell it will certainly increase.
599. By means of passengers or goods ? Both.
GOO. M hat are the principal articles of produce about Inverell which find a market in Moree and to the 
west and north-west? Corn, flour, potatoes, and chaff in some seasons ; and of course fruit, but not to 
a great quantity.
601. Have you any idea of the quantity coming down now ? I estimate the quantity which has come from 
Inverell during the last twelve months at about 1,000 tons.
G02. Including everything? Tcs.
G03. What would be likely to go from Moree to Inverell ? I cannot say that it would be anything con
siderable : it would be verv little.
604. Of what description of traffic ? There would be very little except stock, and the traffic in that 
would not be large.
605. Would a large quantity of sheep and cattle be sent from the west and north-west, by that way, to 
be forwarded to the Sydney market? With a line only to Inverell I do not think so.
606. Which way would the stock come? It would come to Moree and go to Sydney by way of Narrabri,
607. Why do you say much would not go beyond Inverell ? In the first place, when the stock get to 
Inverell, they would have to be driven from there to Glen Innes, over a road which is not a good stock- 
road, and upon which they would probably lose condition. Then they would have to ho trucked there and 
taken 400 miles to Sydney, whereas stock going by Narrabri would probably be put on the trucks here. 
60S. Would the hulk of the produce raised at Inverell be consumed locally—that is, at Moree, and up to 
tho west and north-west, toward, the borders of Queensland ? There would he a lot of produce consumed ; 
but I do not think you could say the bulk of it would be.
609. Tou think then there would he a considerable quantity left for export to the Sydney or Newcastle
market ? I think so. ’
610. Would the greater portion of tho wool grown in the district come to Moree ? Tes.
(ill. Does any portion of the wool new grown about tbis district go to Queensland ? Some of it does, 
but not so much of it will go now.
612. If the proposed line is constructed, will it not prevent fhe trade this way via Moree to Sydney ? I 
think the train^ extension from Narrabri to Moree has already stopped, the border traffic going to 
Warwick, or will very shortly stop it, and tbe railway from Inverell to Moree will not make any 
difference.
613. Do you think any wool grown in Queensland would come to Inverell or any portion of tho proposed
line of railway tlirough Moreo for transhipment to Sydney ? There would be a little, but not a great 
quantity. "
614. W hy ? Because of the situation of the line. All the traffic north-east of here will come to Moree 
under existing conditions, and there would only be a few stations, such as Wallangarra, and stations about 
halfway between here and Inverell, which would send their produce this way. ,
615. I suppose tho principal objection is the tax imposed upon Queensland wool coming into New South 
Wales ? I think a good deal of it would come here in spite of the tax,
616. When the roads between hero and Inverell are wet, I suppose it is impossible for teams to come to 
Moreo? fes, it is practically impossible.
617. Chairman.] Have you noticed whether the completion of the line to Moree has altered the trend of 
the traffic at all? I think it has a good deal.
61S. What has been the immediate effect;—has it been to draw the traffic here ? It has to some extent, 
and it will to a greater extent. A great many of the stations are asking for direct communication with 
Moree by road, showing that they can get here. It also shows that they mean to bring their wool here.
619. .If the trade about Warialda, which has for a number of years gone by way of Manilla to Tamworth,
were to come here, would it be strong evidence, in your opinion, that the country within the same radius 
would be attracted to Moree ? Tes. ’
620. That in itself would create a greater traffic on your road ? Tes.
621. And may it to some extent account for the large traffic you have already mentioned as existing upon 
that road ? 1 think in does.
622. ̂ Would you think 1,000 tons of produce has come along that road from Inverell during the last year ? 
I think it is not far short of it, but, as I say, it has been a very exceptional year.
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623. What is your opinion as to the effect the construction of the lino villliave upon the traffic? I think .
the chief effect it will have will he to create an outlet for Inverell produce and produce grown about ^en'!*nB' 
Invoreil.
624. Whatever there is to be affected will be affected on the eastern side P Yes. 6 Oct,, 1896.
625. But on no other side ? Not to any great extent.
626. llo you think there will be any tendency towards making Moree the depot for the forage from 
the Inverell district and then distributing it throughout the west and north-w'estern districts? Yes.
627. Do you think it might lead to a trade of that character? Yes, it probably would.
628. Do vou know tbe surveyed route of the proposed line ? Yes ; I know most of it.
629. Is there any portion of the survey which you think could be improved upon? I think the survey 
is fairly satisfactory.
630. I suppose that through that country it would be quite possible to make many deviations without 
materially altering tbe line ? Yes.
631. Do you think any portion of it will pass through flooded country ? No; except, of course, just on 
tho banks of the river, winch you can hardly call flooded country? It passes over high country nearly the 
whole way.

Mr. John Munro, post and telegraph master, Moree, sworn, and examined :—
632. Chairman.'] How long have you boon at Moree ? Nineteen years. ^
633. J/K 0 Connor.] How do the mails run between Moree and Inverell ? Twice a week between Moree J Hioiro 
and Warialda. The mail matter, however, is very light between here and there by direct mail Wo have
a good many letters for Inverell, but we send most of them round by way of Werris Crock daily. Wo .6 Oct., 1896. 
only send them direct to Inverell on one day a week.
634. Will you describe the mail services which are connected with Morce ? There is a mail twice a week 
to Warialda, run by a four-horse coach. There is also one twice a week to Bingera.
635. Does the service suffer at any time owing to bad weather ? Not very much—not between here and 
V\ arialda. It is the best road in the district in good and wet weather.
636. I suppose if tho proposed railway were constructed it would offer great facilities for tho delivery of
the mails Y It would be of considerable benefit to the Inverell people. They would obtain their mails 
direct instead of having them going all round tho country. Wo have to send them to Werris Creek four 
times a week. '
637. You say the mail is not a heavy oue either way ? No, it is not.

Mr. John Sherman Sheet, journalist, Moree, made an affirmation, and was examined:—
638. Chair man.] What is your occupation ? I am the librarian at the School of Arts, and I am also a Mr,

journalist, J. S, Skect.
639. How long have you been living in the district? Pour years. . —n
640. What; is the nature of the evidence you desire to offer ? I desire to give evidence as a bushman and ^ Oct., 18SG. 
as a miner. I know the coast from Coff’s Harbour to tbe Clarence, and from Coff’s Harbour towards
Guyra, also from the Clarence and Lawrence to Tenterficld ; and 1 know the uninhabited bush country 
between. .1. also wish to give evidence in regard to the possibility of minerals being obtained by the 
opening up of the country between Moree and Inverell. I may state that potatoes and articles of that 
description have been at prohibitive prices. I*have no doubt that with the opening of the line the demand 
for produce—potatoes, and so on—will be considerably increased.
641. I suppose you are in favour of the construction or tbo line? I am.
642. And you.think it will have tbe effect of cheapening the transit of agricultural produce required for 
consumption in this district? Yes.
643. Now with reference to the minerals ? The mineral district commences about 12 miles from here in 
a south-easterly direction.
644. What kind of minerals ? Coal and ironstone. Within 30 miles the limestone appears iu large 
quantities. The peculiarity about the.limestone is that it is coral limestone.
645. What are the indications which would lead you to suppose that there would bo a mining population 
settled in this district? The trade in lime and coal would do that.
640. At what depth does the limestone lie ? It is on the surface in the form of coral limestone.
647. Now as to coal ? The coal was struck in a well at 70 feet.
648. How far from Moree and how far from the proposed railway line ? I should say about 2 miles from
the railway line and 3 milos from the main road. How far the main road runs from the railway at Mmmie 
Bundle, I could not tell you. D
649. What is the value of the coal—has it been analysed? Yes ; and the report states that it may have a 
local value, and it is probably a continuation of the Gunnedah scams. Mr. H 1\ Pittman, Government 
Geologist, describes them as a continuation of the Ipswich coal measures.
650. Has it boon worked in any way ? No.
651. Would it bo a possible source of freight for a railway? Yes; not exactly at that spot, but it
continues all along the route of the line. There are several seams. ’
652. Now as to other minerals? I produce several specimens.
653. The specimens, excepting that they are of geological value, do not point to the fact that thev will
offer any traffic ? The district has never been inspected or looked at. "
654. Do you know of any mine going on within easy reach of the proposed line? Yes, about Gragin,
and not very far from Warialda. I think tho line ought very nearly to touch oue of Ihe mines near 
Warialda. ‘
655. Are wc correct in assuming that the proposed railway will bring several of the mining centres within 
easy reach of the metropolis ? Yes.
G50._ And will afford an opportunity of getting ores to market and of obtaining cheap supply ? Yes; and 
it will increase the population of the district. .
657. Then you are of opinion that if the line is constructed it will, from a mining point of view, offer 
great convenience to the mining community ? Yes. ’

Mr,
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Mr. William Woods, butcher, Moree, sworn, and examined
658. Chairman^ How long have you resided hero ? Fourteen years.
659. ^Vhere were you before coming here ? At Inverell. _ _ , ,
GGO. How long have you been in tho Moreo and Inverell districts ? Since ISGo. , .
66L Mr. Hoberts.'] Are you residing on your selection at present ? jSto ; my son is looking after it. 
in business in Moree as a butcher. _
062. How long have you carried on that business? About a year and a hail,
663, How far distant from Moree is your selection ? About 23 miles west.
CGI. Do you graze sheep? Yes; between 5,000 and 6,000,
665. What is the size of your selection ? 6,200 acres,
666. What is the grazing capability of the district ? About a sheep to the acre m good seasons.
667. Do you cultivate at all ? We have cultivated a small portion, hut it has not been a success.
668. Did vou try it as an experiment ? Yes. _ .
669. To what do you attribute your failure ? The land is rich enough, hut the ram does not come at
tho proper seasons. T „ T .
670. Do you favour the construction of the proposed line? Yes ; I think the Inverell district requires a 
railway. I lived in that district for eighteen years, and had an opportunity of cultivating the soil there
all the time. . ,■ T n
671. Have you considered the various routes which have been suggested with a view to connecting Inverell
w'ith the railway system of the Colony ? Yes. _
672. What decision have you arrived at? I consider this is tho natural market tor Inverell. _
673! Would you prefer the construction of a line from Moree to Inverell to the construction of a lino 
from Inverell to Glen Innes or from Inverell to Guyra ? I should think a line from Inverell io Moreo 
would bo more suitable for the producers of Inverell. .
674. What causes you to come to that conclusion ? Knowing that the east of Inverell :s_ a farming and 
producing district, there can be no market other than Sydney, and the railway carriage will interfere with

675. ̂ Do you consider the natural market for Inverell produce to be in the direction of Moree and west of
it? Yes; west and north-west of Moree, along the Queensland border.
676. If tho proposed line were constructed, how far to the north and west would you expect the produce 

- to find a market? Eight along the Barwon—near to Walgett. In droughty seasons there is no navigable
river at Walgett, and they would, have Walgett at the other end. _
677. Is there a fair population to ho served m the district you have named ? There is a scattered popu
lation. Under the present Act homestead settlement has increased very much.
678. Does a large amount of produce come from Inverell to Morce ? A very large amount has come 
this season. We, ourselves, use forage from Inverell for our horses.
679. Whom do you buy it from ? I buy maize, chaff, and potatoes from the producers direct ?
6S0. Do you find you can get it cheaper in that way than hy any other means ? Yes.
681. And if the lino were constructed yon would bo able to purchase it at a lower rate? Yes. I may say 
that since I have been at Moree I, myself, have sent a few thousand fat sheep to Inverell.
682. Is there a good market there for them ? Four or five years after I came here I had a very good
market for them. . ,
6S3. Do you think, if the line were constructed, a large quantity of stuff would be sent from Moree to 
Inverell ? I do not know that there would be a large quantity, but there would he a considerable amount 
of fat sheep in some seasons. ‘ *
684. Chairman.] How many in the course of a year ? I, myself, have sent 1,000 sheep.
685. Mr. Roberts.] Can you form any opinion as to what other people would send ? Yo.
686. Would there he a large amount of stock sent from Warialda to Inverell ? It would depend upon 
the seasons at Yew England ; with a had season there a large number would go.
687. Do you know the country to the north of Inverell towards tho herder ? I know the country about
150 miles around Inverell. '
688. What is your opinion as to the increase of traffic there would be on tbe railway if Inverell were 
so connected ? I think Warialda would get some of the Boggabilla wool which goes to Queensland, and 
it would come on to Sydney.
(J39, Is there a large quantity of wool and stock sent by way of Brisbane r I know ot two or tbreo 
stations which have sent their wool hy way of Brisbane. I think that wool will come by way of IV arialda. 
600. Have you been over the route of the proposed line ? I have been over the country several times. 
69L What advantages will accrue to the people along the line if it is constructed ? They will have a 
quicker communication with the markets of the world, and they will he able to face a market in which 
they will have very little competition.
692. Would it be 'likely to open up any new industry such as the dairying industry ? ^ I would not venture 
an opinion upon it. Tdo not think they could compete with the South Coast dairying.
693. You say that, of course, without a knowledge of the rates at which the 'butter might be carried by 
the Eailwav Commissioners ? Ses.
694. Would not the country, after you get 30 miles out from Moree, or approaching Warialda, be suitable 
for dairying purposes ? Ifc might, possibly. The only disadvantage is the distance from tho centres of 
population,'which might prevent it being a profitable industry.
695. Is grazing principally carried on between Morce and Inverell ? Yes ; there is very little farming.
696. Where do farming operations commence? About 30 miles from here. I hey grow hay, maize,
potatoes, and so on. _
697. Where do they find a market? Partly in Moree and in the district.
698. Where does the wheat growing commence ? About Warialda, and 20 miles on this side of Inverell. 
A good deal of wheat has been grown. There is more grown about Bingora. If you go south to Bingera 
yon get into the agricultural farms.
699. Believing that a large market exists to the west of Inverell. you think it would he wise on the part 
of the Government to connect Moree with Inverell ? Yes.

Mr.
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Mr. Henry Joseph, manager, G wydir Brewery, Moree, made an affirmation, and. was examined;—
700. ChairmanAre you acting as tho secretary of tho Bailway League ? Yes. '
701. Have you had a long local acquaintance with the district? I have been in Moree for seven years.
702. How long have you been in the district ? I have several times been to Warialda, Bingera, Mungindi, 
Goondiwindi, and to the Barwon.
703. Mr. Black.'] Have you any figures with regard to the traffie between here and Inverell? No; I do 
not think there is much traffie—not to he compared with wbat there would be if there Were a railway here.
704. I suppose the railway would he a great convenience to the people of Inverell and this district ? Yes.
705. Ho you apprehend it would be beneficial to the community at large ? I think so. It seems a 
recognised fact that if agricultural interests are encouraged it is good for all classes; and the only way of 
encouraging them is hy seeing that provision is made for exporter inter-provincial trade.
70G. Ho you not think that the agricultural interests might be encouraged at too great an expense to tho 
community ? It is possible ; but I do not think so in this ease.
707. An artificially stimulated industry would not only be injurious to the country, but to the industry ? 
If there were a severe loss to the community it would be injurious ; but judging from the evidence of the 
Nuihvny Commissioners who are best able to judge, it appears there will not be a severe loss iu the 
present instance, and under the circumstances I think it would be of great advantage.
70S. Ho you think there will be a great consumption of tbe products of Inverell in tbis district? I think 
there will bo, and from here to the Barwon. "When produce is cheap people use a great deal more. Bor 
instance, I myself use double and treble wbat I used before—not because there is any actual necessity to 
do so, hut because it is cheaper. In good seasons I have paid as much as 5e. (5d. for corn, and £11 for 
chaff. I think consumption would increase considerably if there were a ready means of supply,
709. Would it increase to such an extent that tbis district would be able to absorb the surplus products 
of tho Inverell district ? I am not in a position to say. I imagine from what I have heard that Inverell 
could supply the whole of tho Colony if required—that is, if all the land were occupied.
710. If that be so, and if this district be not equal to that absorption, where will the Inverell produce find 
a market over the railway line ? The Inverell produce finds more or less market now. The supply will 
increase and the market will increase; but to what extent I cannot say. 1 presume the supply will 
not increase so as to overrun the district.
711. The traffic would have to increase very greatly to make the line pay ? Yes; but you do not depend 
upon the produce alone, there is the passeneer traffic and the carriage of mails, wool, and sheep.
712. Ho you think that would warrant tho construction of the railway ? If it costs very little, and if 
the line will pay anything like expenses.
713. When the Commissioners estimated the receipts and expenditure, I do not think they took into con
sideration the extension of the traffic in produce alone ? They realised there would be a loss under 
existing circumstances.

IMr.
H. Joseph.

6 Oct., 1806.

714. With regard to tbo traffic in the other direction, would you send anything to Inverell beside fat
stock ? That is doubtful. 1 think it would make a little increase possible between here and Warialda, and 
possibly from hero to Bingera. I have scut a few tons of beer to Warialda and I might increase tho 
quantity, -
715. Is there a brewery in Inverell ? Yes; they might send it from there to Warialda, which they do
not do now. ■
7Hi. I suppose you send beer in other directions ? Yes; I send it into Queensland and elsewhere, and 
down to Harrabri.
717. Where do you get your malt from ? Sydney.
71S. I suppose that is a product you might obtain from Inverell ? No ; it is hardly likely wc would ever 
use so much as to induce the people to grow barley.
719. Where do you get your hops from ? Tho demand would be so small that they would not grow for 
this market. ^
720. In the event of tho railway being constructed, do you think it would ho able to successfully compete 
with the carriers who now convey goods between here and Inverell? Decidedly,
721. In all seasons ? Yes.
722. liven when there are good roads and plenty of grass ? Yes. The carrier will be pushed out else
where, It is only when there is a number about, and the roads are very good, that they try to compete 
with the railway, and then only for certain classes of goods. I can laud a certain class of goods from 
Sydney to Narrabri at less than £2 per ton.
723. You do not anticipate any increase of settlement from the construction of a railway contiguous to 
Moree ? In a minor degree, it would mean more people living in Moree. Moreo supports a larger 
number of people now than it would have done had the railway not boon here ; but I am not qualified to 
give an opinion about the settlement which is likely to be induced along tbo hue.
72 k Ho you think tho construction of a railway here would benefit the town ? Yes, materially.
725. Chairman.] As secretary of tho league, can you say whether there has been any concerted action to 
ascertain definitely what probable traffic there may be ? No. ]
72G, Have the people made themselves acquainted with the estimated cost of the lino, tho cost of main
tenance, and tho interest thereon ? No.
727. Therefore your railway league appears to have been an assemblage of gentlemen who were, general!v 
speaking, of opinion that the construction of the hue would be an advantage to Morce, hut who were not 
prepared with any data to support it? Our league was initiated iu connection with tho Narrabri and 
Moree line only. Afterwards we obtained tho sanction of the public at a public meeting to advocate au 
inquiry into the Moree-lnverell line. "\Ve do not go further than that.
72S. Is the league aware of the fact that the loss upon the proposed line will bo equal to £2,800 a year ? 
] do not know whether it has ever been brought before the notice of the league as a body. Koine of us 
individually know' it.
729. Are you aware as to how ihe estimated traffic was made up ? Not in detail, but I have an inldim* of
Mr. Harper’s practice. °
730. Hid he consult you when he was hero ? I gave some opinions to the Commissioners of which Mr. 
Harper was cognisant.
731. You supplied him with a certain amount of data? Yes, in a small way.

732.
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H h do you think would be the total tonnage of wheat, hay, straw, chaff, and flour, from Inverell,
passing through Moree for consumption in Moree? I do not think I ought to hazard an opinion. It would 

6 Octl896 0n^r a T0Ugk guess.
’ 733. Do you think 4,000 would be an over estimate in regard to those particular items ? If we got 4,000

tons here every year from Inverell I should imagine it would lessen the quality wo should get from Sydney.
734. Is your consumption here equal to 4,000 tons a year? Yes, I believe it would be more.
735. Could you supply any data? Tho guard of the contractor’s train told me a short time ago that they 
were carrying 10 tons a day each way between Moree and Karrabri.
730. Of hay, corn, chaff, and flour ? Ko, of general merchandise.
737. But I am speaking of hay, chaff, bran, and flour? I cannot say anything with regard to those 
articles.
73S. You know tho population of Moree and of Inverell; what would you consider a fair passenger 
traffic from Inverell and Moree, and passing through Moree to Sydney, or intermediate stations and back 

#■- again? I think for tbe first twelve months you would probably average ten passengers each way per day—
^ that is, when the line was well established. I think that would be the minimum quantity.

739. That is about 6,240 a year in number? Yes.
740. What would jou consider a fair passenger traffic from Warialda? I should think four or five a day 
would be the outside, and about the same from Bingera.
741. Would not the Bingera traffic join the line at Warialda? I think tbo commercial travellers from 
Tamworth and along that way would strike the line at Warialda. I think Brisbane and commercial people 
would take a trip this way.
742. If the estimate of revenue has been based upon the maximum capabilities of the produce of Inverell

. at the present time, and also upon the maximum of passenger traffic, it still shows a loss of £2,800 a year,
how are you able to suggest that this loss would be pulled up and eventually the line made payable ? I 
do not know that I can suggest anything which would recoup the loss, but I believe it would be recouped 
naturally in the course of time. 1 should imagine portion of the loss would be recouped by tbe fact that 
more traffic would be drawn over a greater length of line to Sydney. It would contribute to the existing 
line. Although the State might lose £2,800 directly, I think it might gain ifc indirectly. If the line 
started with a loss of £2,800 a year, I think it would be a payable asset in five years.
743. Did you ever take this view of it—that necessarily theso estimates of revenue are based on the 
maximum of the produce of the country ? I thought they were not. I thought they were based on the 
experience of some town under similar circumstances. ■
744. In the event of there being two good seasons in succession here, would not that reduce the importa
tions from the Inverell district ? It might slightly ; but I think there would still be a large demand,
745. But would it not considerably reduce the demand? There would not be the same demand in a 
drought and in a good season.
746. If you have good grass seasons here, the demand for forage would not be so great ? Wc have had 
good seasons here, and there has been a large demand for produce all the time, and it is becoming larger.
747. But your present demand would not be anything like equal to the production of Inverell? But tho 
production of Inverell would, I think, increase to meet the demand.
748. But your consumption is not equal to the present production of Inverell;—therefore, if your seasons 
were to continue good, there would be no necessity to increase your importations ? But by making this 
line you would add to their market by opening up the country beyond—from here to Walgett. -
749. This link of the railway would offer a means of transil. to the line south of it? Yes.
750. And you do not rely so much upon the absorbing portion of the Moree district ? Ko.
751. If that is to increase largely, it can only come about, I presume, by natural causes, as population 
increases ? Yes. Then there would be a market from here to Mungindi.
752. Do you think the proposal is warranted at the present time, or do you think it would be wise, iu the 
interests of the country, to defer it? I think the line should be built at present,
753. Mr. Black.] Is your league also in favour of extending the railway from Moree to the Barwon? It 
was brought up for the consideration of the committee meeting the other day, and they decided to let the 
matter remain in abeyance until the Inverell line was dealt with. Personally, I have not gone into tbe 
merits of the matter. If it can bo shown that it will pay, or that there is anv likelihood of it pavine, I

r shall be iu favour of it. “
754. To Goondiwindi also ? If it would pay, although in that case it might injure Moree.
754I-. Do yoii not think that if the league got all the railways it wanted, they would be sticking out from 
Moree like the spokes of a waggou-wdieel ? The only one we have agitated for in a marked manner has 
been the Moree-Karrabri line, and the present proposal. 1 might remind you of the fact that if a lino 
were drawn from Bourke to Sydney, it would divide the Colony into two equal halves. The southern 
portion contains about 1,800 miles of railway, and the northern from 600 to 700 miles.
755. How is the population divided ? I suppose the population might be greater down south. .
756. Do you not think that railways should bear a greater proportion to population than to gum-trees? 
Decidedly.
757. Chairman.] Has your league kept in view the fact that if this line be constructed to Inverell, so far 
as the Inverell people are concerned, they would have to travel over the longest line in the Colony in order 
to get to Sydney? Personally, I am aware of that fact; but! know also that the Commissioners would 
sooner have the traffic round that way than round the mountains. I should imagine it quite possible that 
the producers could get their produce cheaper over a long length of line, than over a short length of lino, 
in hilly and steep-grade country.
758. Supposing the ruling grade on the Great Korthern line, and the ruling grade on tho main north
western line, and to Invoreil, wall be governed at a point close to Sydney, viz., the Hawkcsbuvv Elver,

' would your contention hold good then ? Yes, to a modified extent. ‘
709. Are you not aware that the ruling grade—1 in 40—is to be found at tho Hawkesbury Eivcr,—there
fore, no matter what the grade may be in the country districts, tbe ruling grade is close to Sydney. 
■Whatever load you may draw over the country line, you will still have to negotiate the 1 in 40 at the 
Hawkesbury ? Yes ; but there may be circumstances which would modify that to a great extent. They 
may run a lot of trucks on the flat country, and shorten the train when they come to the heavy country. 
760. But it is a maximum load with which you have to deal. J train-load is the amount an engine can 
draw ? But supposing they staid with twenty trucks and one engine, and travel 300 miles, and then divide

the
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the train into two, and travel a few miles. It would bo much better than having two engines, and the 
greater quantity of waggons travelling the greater distance. It does not follow that because the steeper 
grade is at the Hawkesbury they would never draw from Inverell the trucks which would cross the 
Hawkesbury.
761. Is it probable that tho traffie in Inverell will be sent round 509 miles to the metropolis, when they 
can get by rail 420 miles, and team carriage 40 miles ? I have not sufficient data to enable me to judge.
762. Have you considered the point ? No.
763. As a resident of Moree you only see the importance the line would be to Moreo? Decidedly.
764. Tou leave ^hc Inverell people to speak for themselves ? Yes; if they can get a better route it should 
be built tbe other way.

Mr.
H. Joseph.

6 Oct., 1896.

Mr. Arthur Thompson, wool-scourer, Morce, sworn, and examined:—
765. Qliairman.~] How long have you resided at Morce ? Twelve years.
766. Have you an extensive knowledge of the district ? Yes ; I have had for the last tv enty-three years. 
707. Do 3'ou know' the route of the proposed line ? I have not an extensive knowledge of the route to 
Inverell. I know more of the country between hero and Walgett, and out to Collarcnckbri.
768. ' Mr. Clarke] What information do you wisii to communicate to the Committee ? I think one thing 
which has been overlooked is tho stock traffic on the route.
769. Are you of opinion that there would be large stock traffic from the v'estern and north-western country 
to Moree or Inverell ? Where Moree is suffering at the present time is in having no climate in which 
to freeze meat and tin it.

Mr.
A. Thompson.

6 Oct., 1896.

770. Do you mean to say that freezing and tinning could not be carried out in a climate like that of 
Morce ? Not so well as in a climate like that of New England. NewZealandprovesthat. Theirmutton 
always brings a better value, because it is frozen and tinned in a much better condition than we can 
freeze and tin it in this warm climate.
771. Is it not done at Murrurundi at present? Yes, and it is done at Bourke ; but the Bourke meats 
will not compare with the New' Zealand meats.
772. Are you aware that the proposed line is intended to stop at Inverell? That may be; tho 
Commissioners may intend that at present; but if it is found beneficial the line will be taken to some 
other place, such as Tenterficld or Glen Innes.
773. Do you think it would be advisable to carry the line on to Glen Innes ? Yes. It is the thin end of 
the wedge to get it to Inverell.
774. You do not object to tbe line being constructed to Inverell, and at some future time to some part of 
the Great Northern Line ? That, in my opinion, is the best plan.
775. What quantity of stuff do you think would be likely to go from any portion of the proposed line to
Narrabri, and thence to Sydney ? It depends on the seasons. When a former witness was giving 
evidence ho seemed to think a bad season would be more beneficial to the line. My idea is that the line 
would reap a greater benefit in a good season than in a dry one, because we would have fat stock to send 
over the line in largo numbers to be treated. ’
776. Are you aware of the nature of the land upon tho proposed line ? Yes ; I have a fair knowledge.
777. What kind of land is it? The first portion of it is only fit for grazing—that is, the whole of it on 
this side of Warialda.
778. Is it fitted for agricultural purposes ? Yes, for the growth of all kinds of cereals.
779. Do you think it would be in the interests of the people of Inverell and Moree that the line should be 
constructed? Yes, and not only to Inverell, but to the whole of the eastern side of the Colony. It would 
give Inverell a market. Apart from that, the climate of NewrEngland is the best for freezing and tinning 
works. It is also the best and cheapest climate for working people to live in.
7S0. The proposed line will not assist in the development of these works ? But I do not think the lino 
would stop at Inverell. I think it would ultimately be extended to Glen Innes.
781. Arc you aware tliat the estimated loss on the fine is £2,800 per annum ? So it is estimated, but I do 
not know how they get at it. 1. do not see how they can compute the amount of forage and similar 
stuff which they w'ould get rid of in tbis western district. Por instance, it will be cheaper for the Walgett, 
Angledoon, and Mungindi people to get their forage from here.
782. Do you think there is any probability of the loss being reduced in time? I think there is by increased 
traffic
783. Would the products of tho Inverell district be more than sufficient for local consumption here and out 
north and north-west ? They do not know what they will take out west.
784. The surplus, 1 suppose, w'ould have to go to Newcastle or Sydney? Yes; I believe Inverell could 
supply this district and then have a surplus to go to'Newcastle,
785. Are you aware that the Public Works Committee have recommended a line from Tamworth to Manilla ? 
3 have heard so.
786. Do yon think it would be advisable to extend that line ? For myself I do not think that line is 
required, but they are the best judges of that part of the country.
787. Have you any property along the proposed line? No.
788. Can you give any idea whether the public through whose lands the proposed railway will pass would 
be inclined to give that land free of cost to the Government? My opinion of tho public is, that if they 
think there is a probability of the railway going there they will say they do not want it. At the same 
time they do want it. They do not like giving anything if they can get payment for it.
789. Then you do not think jt is likely they will give the land? Some might, but I am doubtful about it.
790. Mr. O'Connor] hat is your opinion with regard to tho increase or otherwise of the population 
between here and Inverell ? Whether tho iine is constructed or not, 1 think the population in the next 
five years will be doubled.
791. Are you aware that nearly 500,000 acres of land will be thrown open between here and Inverell in 
the next four years ? Yes.
792. Would not that attract population? It should do so. Imaysay there are thousands of hides annually 
wasted in this district. At present it is impossible to get the bark about here for the purpose of tauning, 
but if there were a railway we could get tanning-bark from Inverell, or the hides could be carried there.

Mr.
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Mr. Samuel .Lewis Colien, land agent and auctioneer, Moreo, sworn, and examined.:—■
S. L^Cohen. ^airman.'] How long hare you resided here ? Fourteen years. .

_ — a ^ /9i‘- ^ suppose you havo a general knowledge of the surrounding districts ? I do not know whether I 
0 Oct., 1896. Fomh knowledge of the country between here and Inverell, but I know the Moree district.

79o. Mr. Jiooer/s.j Are you an alderman of the Moree Council ? Yes.
796. For how many years have you occupied that position? Four or five.
797. Aro you well acquainted with the people of the district ? Yes.
7S8. Would you like to say whether the people in the district are in favour of the construction of the 
proposed railway ? I think, if they are alivo to their interests, they ought to he.
799. But aro they? I suppose there are some exceptions ; hut I think ihe maiority of the people are in
favour of it. ' ' 1 1
800. What advantages do you think would accrue to Moree, or to the Colony generally, if the line were

^ constructed ? Moree is a non-producing community, and Inverell is a producing eommunitv. All the
n surplus produce which could be grown in Inverell could he absorbed hy Moree, thence on to Karrabri,

• til wes^jr<~ ^rom Moree down the Barwon. I think the Inverell people would find a better market.
ou <;' have only 95 miles of railroad traffic; whereas if they send their produce to Sydney, they 

will have to compete with more favoured districts such as Orange, Bathurst, and Goulhurn, ‘
801. You think there is a large market for Inverell produce in Moree and out west ? Yes.
802. And ownng to the fact that Moreo and the surrounding district would procure that produce at a 
lower price than they are obtaining it now, there would be an advantage to Moree if the line were con- 
struclcd ? a*Scs ; now you can. buy com at Inverell from 1b. to Is. 5(L per bushels, and it costs us about 
Is, to land it here that means 2b. or 2s. 5dr Judging by the rates on other lines, ifc ^ould cost us about

^ here. In proportion to the decreased price of the commodity the consumption and demand 
will be greater.
$03, How1 far west do you think the district from here would be benefited if the railway were con
structed r' Walgett. There is a large population springing up west There tr one run which has only 
recently been thrown open, which has thirty or forty families upon it. All the settlements arc tending 
west, with the throwing open of the leasehold areas.
804. Is there a large, although scattered population that way ? Yes.
805. Is much fat stock sent from Morce to Inverell at the present time, or would much bo sent if a 
railway were constructed ? I think there would be a good deal. This is a better fattening eounlrv than 
Inverell. I think we could supply them with fat cattle and sheep; but l do not know in what quantifies, 
as 1 do not know what is the demand.
806. 0 Comor.~\ Although not acquainted with the physical features of the country, I suppose vou
are acquainted with the desires of the people ? Yes. ' ■'
807. In the eient of land being thrown open for selection about Inverell, do you think people would he 
iound willing to take it up ? 1 have not the least doubt about it.

1Y1X^ ,^lree °y f9ur yCars nearly 500.000 acres of land will be thrown open between Morce 
Ti-i. ■ Vi.t'e ’ ^ 13 ^ ^ ^a^el1 UP ? It depends upon ivhat sort of land it is, and the areas.
If it is thrown open to settlement lease in 2,5G0-acre blocks, or homestead selections of 1,280-acre blocks 
ot good land, I have no hesitation in saying the whole of it will he applied for.
809 Bo you know the country towards tho Barwon ? I have not seen it personally : but I have been to 
walgett from Karrabri.

q!?' Tr vi'/ H”11-?1 'vil1 in <rollrao of t!mc be veiY “uch improved ? I do not think there is a doubt of it. 
811. Air. Olarkc.] Can yon give any estimate as to the value of land generally between Moree and Inverell ?
1 do not know the country weH after you pass Binniguy, which is 22 miles from Moreo. 1 have known 
conditional purchase land 11 miles from Moree, with the balance unpaid, to bring £2 10s. an acre. The 
land along the river frontages from here is very valuable up to Biuiguy. There is land about the town—
2 miles out which was sold for a farm two years ago at £20 an acre. There were about 14 or 15 acres 
available.
r rWOrt]1 ^at riOW ^ I E0' I may mention that in addition to the railway being used for
tat stock from boro to Inverell, it will also be used in times of drought for deporting poor stock. I know 
tn,it has been done in Kiverina to a considerable extent. The Commisaionora make concessions; and as 
they do not suffer so much from drought in the Inverell district as we do, the railway will be used 
considerably for sending impoverished stock there. I may mention there is a great demand for land in this 
district—a demand which cannot be satisfied.

Mr. Alexander George Forbes Munro, grazier, "Weebollaboila, sworn, and further examined
MrMAumo. P’ S13‘ G}mXmaJ}:^ What is your idea of the value of the land which is likely to ho resumed for railway 

TJ?rPoaea ■ ™le is of such various values that it would come under three or four headings. Some 
6 Oct, 189tb i evidence given has led me to believe that the witnesses imagine the land is worth 30s, an acre between 

here and Inverell, on an average. I think the very best land beyond 10 miles from Moree would be along 
the river angles, which I would value at 80s. an acre, and the black plains country, and the black hill 
country, which is black soil also, I would value at£l an acre. The box and ironbark forests would be 
only worth about 10s. an acre, and the belah scrub, of which there is a very largo proportion, would not 
be worth more than os., for the reason that it costs about 10s. an acre to put it into workable condition. 
In its present condition ifc grows nothing where the scrub is thick.
814. But the whole of the freehold land along the surveyed route has not been parted with by tho Crown 
for less than £1 an acre? I am speaking of the land which has not yet been alienated.

TRUESDA F,
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TSUESBAY, 8 OCTOBER, 1896.

[The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Warialda, at 10 a.m.J

tytemit:—
CHARLES ALFRED LEE, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Charles .Tames Roheris, C.AI.G. j Henry Clarke, Esq.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, j GTeob&e Black, Esq.

Tho Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Moree to Inverell.

Mr, John Lanagan, commission agent, Warialda, sworn, and examined 
815. Ohairmani] How long have you been residing here? A little over three years. I was reared, 
however, within a distance of 15 miles from here.
810. Do you know the district east and west of Warialda ? Tes.
817. Can you tell us what the prospective traffic would be for a railway between Moree and Inverell? 
Evidence as to the passenger traffic will be given hy another witness. 1 have made out the stock traffic 
as near as possible from stock returns. 1 think the number of cattle which would leave the district by 
rail in the year would he 9,000; sheep, 70.200; wool, 10,140 bales.
818. You give us so many head of cattle and sheep—can you give us the number of trucks how many 
cattle are usually put into a truck ? Ten. That makes 900 trucks. I believe the sheep trucks hold 
200; hut I am not clear on that point, and that would make 381 trucks. The cattle and sheep combined 
would make 1,281 trucks,
819. That would be for the stock leaving tho district? Tes.
820. And from what parts would they come to bo trucked here ? 1. have gone 53 miles north toYetman ; 
south to Pal-la!, about 32 miles ; and east to Reedy Creek, about 22 miles. Tliat is in tho direction of 
Inverell, and the station is within 3 miles of the proposed line.
821. This stock might he trucked at Warialda or wayside stations ? Yes, and west to Gravesend—about
20 miles. ^ _
822. This stock might be trucked on the spot, or might go to Moree, or come to Warialda ? I have gone 
into these figures believing they would bo feeders for the line.
823. Your figures relate to outgoing stock;—there would be no stock coming into the place by train ? 
Only in small quantities—say, for local consumption in a time of drought. _
824. What do you mean by a time of drought ? If we.were short of this we might get them from other 
places.
825. Does this district suffer in times of drought ? Rot to the extent it docs further west.
820. Could the pasturage be depended upon here in a severe time so as to make a depot for starving sheep 
from the western country ? Hot at ail times.
827, If a drought occurs in the western country, I. presume you very largely participate in it? Kot very 
largelv; our hilly country, of course, stands very much longer than the western plains.
S28, How many bales of wool do you give ? 10,140.
829. How many bales go to the toni1 I have struck this number of hales by giving about 75 fleeces to
the hale, from the number of stock. '
830. Do you dump in this district? No.
831. I suppose there tvoulcl be a little over 2,000 tons of wool which would he trucked from here? Yes.
832. How is the wool sent to market now ? The chief part of it is sent by carriers to Tamworth by way of
Bingera. _ _
833. If the Manilla lino he constructed, I suppose Manilla will be the depot for it? Yes; if that line is 
constructed, and the Moree-lnverell line is not carried out.
834. What distance would that save you ? Twenty-eight miles.
835. And you would have the convenience of having a better camping ground ? Yes.
830. Taking Warialda as a centre, what will be the wool carriage from Warialda to Tamworth? 
About £3 5s. per ton. Some give 3s. per cwt. and others more. 1 think yon could strike 3s, 3d. per 
cwt. as an average. In addition to the cattle I have mentioned, we very often have Queensland cattle 
coming past here in thousands. They often truck the fats to the nearest railway station.
837. Where do they cross tho border ? At Goondiwindi. That is the crossing for the chief part of the 
Queensland cattle which come through our district.
838. The usual route for the cattle crossing at Goondiwindi is via Warialda? I think it is about equally 
divided. Possibly we would have a little the best of it.
839. Is that accounted for by the establishment of the stock route? Yes ; and I think tho country is a 
little better watered, and the grass is better.
840. Whore would they strike now, supposing they wore going through ? At Brecza.
841. How far is that from here ? About 150 miles.
842. In that case the stock would strike the railway here and save travelling 150 milos ? Yes.
843. But if they wished to go to tho nearest railway station, and the proposed line were not constructed, 
they would touch it at Moreo ? Yes ; crossing at Goondiwindi.
844. Or if they came by this route and thence to Moree it would he 55 miles longer? Yes.
845. 1 believe the Narrabri-Morec line has not yet been opened to the public ? No.
840. And you do not know the effect it is going to have upon the travelling stock ? No ; that has yet to 
he learnt.
847. Do you supply the western country with store eattlo ? Yes; a good many are supplied for the 
western country.
848. Do they stand railway carriage ? Not as a rule.
849. They would be more likely to travel by road ? Yes ■ 1 do not think anything could be expected from
the store cattle, because when the country is in such a state that you would have to truck, people would 
not 1)0 inclined to buy. .
850. Do you think the quantity of wool here is likely to be increased ? It should be increased ; the return 
I have given is very much lower than the 1894 return.

300 (a)—D

Mr,
J. Lanagan.

8 Oct., 1896.
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J Lananan ^ ^crc room ^or mue^ increase ? Tes, at present there is.
852. What is your opinion as to the settlement of the district—has it increased or decreased during the 

8 Oct 18SC ^0n ycars ? It nas increased considerably.
’ 853. In the number of people settled, and in the quantity of stuff produced ? Tes.

854. Havo you any reason to suppose that when the leases fall in and the areas are divided these figures
will decrease ? Not the slightest—I think the reverse. Q
855. Tou think if they get into the hands of the smaller men tho quantities are likely to be considerably
increased ? Tes, judging from the experience I have had amongst stock. When land is cut into smaller 
holdings it carries more stock than larger holdings. ■
856. But the loss of so much of the leaseholds must necessarily reduce the number of stock on the stations ?
Yes. '
857. You think that will be more than compensated for by the increased numbers on the smaller holdin"s ?

■ Yes. °
858. Tou do not fear any retrograde movement iu this district on that account ? Not at all.
859. Is there any particular point which you would like to emphasise in connection with your evidence ?
I may state that for every piece of land which has been thrown open there has been a number of applicants. 
There is no doubt that people are thirsting for land. There is a large demand for it. 1 often have letters 
asking if there is any chance of securing land in tho district. '
S60. Have any settlement leases or homestead selections been opened here ? Yea, both,
861. What is the popular mode of holding the land? Where tbe land is fairly good each lot has been 
taken up. There have been as many as half a dozen or more applicants for each lot.
862. In what areas do tho farming community hold their lands? Tho chief part of our farmers are 
conditional purchase holders of from 100 acres to 3,00U acres, and they farm portions.
863. What is the maximum for a conditional purchase in the Central 'Division ? 2,560 acres.
864. Can you tell us whether the conditional purchase holders have held their land, or has there been
much transfer? Very little transfer; the chief part of the old residents who took up the land aro now on 
the soil. ‘
865. From that would wo be safe in assuming that they have been able to make a living on the land, and 
have held it ? Tes. Many of the small holders—farmers—are also carriers, and some ruu stock, and 
between the lot they make a living.
S6G. I notice that the proposed railway station is some distance out of fhe town ? Yes.
867. Is there any desire on the part of tho people to have it closer ? Tes ; they would like to have it
about a mile and a half away.
86S. They would he hotter satisfied if it were brought closer to them ? Tes.
869. Tou think it would tend to an increase of traffic ? I do not know whether it would. Of course, 
landowners look to the likelihood of another town springing up, and values here must, consequently, go 
down, 1 have conducted the whole of our Crown land sales since 1 have been in business. Crown lands 
have sold readily.
870. Would the residents he satisfied to havo the station erected upon the proposed site rather than noue 
at all ? I. believe they would.
871. But you think it could with advantage to all concerned bo brought closer ? Tes.
872. Are you prepared to say whether there would be any engineering difficulties in getting out on the 
eastern side ? I do not think' tbe engineering difficulties aro very great.
873. Or that they would inereaso the length of the line 7 They might increase tho length of tho line, but
not very much. ' ’
874; Your contention is tliat Warialda, being the centre of population and an old established town, is 
entitled io be connected with tho railway system ? Tes.
875. And yon know of no local reason why tho proposed site should be put so far away ? No.
876. And inasmuch as all the other towns of the Colony have the benefit of a railway station dose to the
town, you think Warialda has the right to a similar benefit, particularly when there arc no engineering 
difficulties to be encountered ? That is my contention. &

Mr. Robert Kirkpatrick, Inspector of Stock, Warialda, sworn, and examined;—
Mr. R. 877. Chairman.] How many years have you been in Warialda ? Four years and six months.

Kirkpatrick. 878. I suppose your duties take you all over the district ? Tes.
s^rTr^ianB How far do you go in each direction? Norib, to Gfoondiwindi, which is 93 miles from hero; 
ts uct., IB.J6. south, to Cobbadab, which is GO miles; east, about 35 miles—to within 5 miles of Inverell; and west, to 

Boollooroo Bridge, about C miles north-east from Moree, to the Big River. ’ ’
880. Jlfr. Slack.] Can you give the Committee a statement as to the number of acres of land there is in 
the district, and also as to the number of stock depastured in the district? Tes; there were at the end of 
1895 3,092,795 acres in the district. The stock comprise 11,948 horses; 66,799 cattle; and 1,064,790 
sheep. Those are the correct returns for 1895. The returns are made every year, in December.
SSI. I suppose the quantity of land under agriculture is, comparatively speaking, infinitesimal ? Very 
small iu comparison with the quantity used for pastoral purposes.
882. According to your figures you cover an area which does not really represent the extent of country 
which will be tapped through Warialda hy the proposed railway ? No. Of course, some of the traffic 1 
daresay would come to Moree, some to Inverell, and some to Manilla.
883. Have you a knowledge of the character of fhe soil of the district? Tes,
884. What is your opinion of the soil in and around Warialda for agricultural purposes ? I think it is 
very good soil for wheat-growing.
885. Is it chiefly red soil? Tes, about Warialda, and towards the south-west and partly north-west. It 
is ironbark country from 15 to 40 miles out, and then it is black soil.
886. Groing out of the town towards Inverell—that is eastward—there is, I believe, some poor soil ? Tes,
for a few miles. It is sandy for about 6 miles, and after that the countrv is very good. It is a white-box 
country. " ' '
887. Are there not some steep grades there ? Not very. There are little hills and valleys; it is undulating
sort of country. '

888.
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SS8, Lower down, along the route of the proposed line, ia the eonntry of better quality than it is after Mr. E.
leaving the town directly by the road ? Yes, all along the proposed lino the country is better than near Kirkpatrick,
the town. .lust about tho town the country is sandy.
889. Do you avoid any of the ridges by taking the proposed lino? I think there is a slight rise. The ct'’ '
country is actually hotter along the proposed route—Kellv!s Crully—although it is very rough through
Kelly’s Gully. '
890. -Arc you aware that there is a large quantity of land around Warialda admirably suited for agri
culture ? Yes.
89], Is the climate also suitable for wheat-growing? Yes, it is very good for wheat.
892. What is the character of the rainfall here ? The average for the last seventeen years is 291- inches,
893. Do you have summer thunderstorms ? Yes.
SOI). Do you have regular spring rains ? The heaviest rains we get here arc about the end of January or 
February. This year has been drier than usual. '
895. Chairman^] Now that the Karrabri-Moree line is completed, do you think it is going to have any 
effect upon the travelling stock in this and the northern portions of this district;—will it divert the stock 
from the usual stock routes? It depends on the number which want io go. Ifgreat numbers went tliey 
would eat the stoelc routes out, and others would not travel.
890, Is it not natural that they will make for the nearest station, which will be Morce ? They will, unless 
there is a trucking station here.
897. What effect would a trucking station have on travelling stock ? Most of the traffic goes from here 
to Tamworth, and if there were a trucking station here 1 think they would use it, because very 
frequently the roads are not fit to travel on. I refer, of course, to fat stock. I think the store stock 
would be travelled to their destination, excepting in a severe year, when the railway authorities allow cheap 
rates for the carriage of starving stock.
898. Supposing the proposed line he made, and the line to Manilla be also made,do younot think it probable,
Manilla being so much closer to Tamworth, that stock would travel to Manilla, and be trucked there in 
preference to being trucked here ? It would, I think, depend upon the season. If there were grass on 
tho roads they would most likely travel to Manilla—at least some of them would.
899. In a had season they would be trucked ? Yes.
900-1. Therefore, taking the average of the seasons, you must not depend on the whole of the stock being 
trucked hero. ‘

Mr. Frithiof Yaidemar Wikner, Jiesident Engineer, Koads and Bridges Branch, Department of Public
Works, Warialda, sworn, and examined :—

902. Chairman.How long have you been stationed here ? Pour years. r Mi’,
903. Aro you prepared to give evidence as to the money expended upon the roads, and as to the slate of K. A - Wikner.
the roads? Yes. srT^^iso-
90't. Mr. Clarke.'] What are the boundaries of your district? I go to Boggabilla on the north; to 8 Ct‘’ <i' 
Barraba on the south ; half-way to Inverell—a place called McIntyre’s—east ; and to Yagobe on the west. ‘
905. What is the state of the roads at the present time? They are pretty good just now. The last two 
weeks have been fairly dry, and they are in good condition.
906. Can you give any information as to the annual expenditure on the various roads under your super
vision ? Bonghly speaking, about £5,500 per annum. 1
90/. In the event of the proposed railway from Morce to Inverell being constructed, would it be necessary 
to have the same expenditure on the roads, or would there be a reduction of expenditure ? I think there 
would be a slight reduction. On tbe main front road to Tamworth, the traffic would be less, and, of 
course, on the Inverell and Moree road it would he less.
908. I suppose it would be necessary to keep some of the roads—particularly the hy-roads—in repair?
Yes; they would have to be maintained.
909. Do you think any of the stock which now goes to Tamworth, via Manilla, would he put on the rail
way here instead of going to Manilla ? I think so.
910. In the event of the line, not being constructed, a portion, I suppose, will still go to Manilla, and some 
to Moree ? Yes.
911. Can you give any idea of the tonnage of produce carried from Inverell to Moree? The tonnage up 
to the last fortnight has averaged, for nearly three months, about 100 tons a week.
912. Why do you confine yourself to the three months ? I do not know the reason unless it is that they 
cannot produce anything in Moree in the shape of horse-feed, and they have had to resort to Inverell to 
get it. The traffic has been principally in horse-feed,
913. But is there no produce carried in the remaining nine months of the year? I have only noticed it 
recently. It lias never been excessive until the last three months.
914. Would not there he some produce carried during the remaining nine months ? Yes,
915. To what extent? I should think, at least, 100 tons a month.
91G. That makes about 2,200 tons to the year ? Yes ; it includes horse-feed and produce generally.
917. Are you aware that Moree is sometimes supplied from Bingera? Yes ; but 1 have only referred to 
the direct traflic from Inverell, which has to pass through Warialda.
918. I suppose that produce would be for consumption in Moree, and would be sent from here west and 
north-west? Yes.
919. In the event of a railway being constructed, would the traffic increase ? I think it would be likely 
to do so. I think the market lies out west—Morce, and west of Moree.
920. Do you think more people would be engaged in the cultivation of the soil ? I should think so.
921. Is there a large area of country around here fitted for the growth of cereals ? 1 think so. I think
the land will grow almost anything.
922. Do you grow maize in this locality ? It can be grown, but not much is grown.
923. Is the land adapted for it ? Yes.
924. Even the high land ? No, that is stony in places; but it would grow wheat.
925. Arc there any flour mills-about Inverell ? There are two, one of which ] believe is working.
92G. Have you any Hour mills in Warialda? No.
927. Is tbore one at Bingera ? Yes.
928. Do you think it would be to the public interests to construct the proposed line ? Yes.

929.



1H96

28 ■ i' PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Mr. 92D. Are you aware that it would incur a loss of £2,800 per annum ? I have heard so.
F. V. Witner.930, J)o you think the increased production in trallic would reduce that amount to such an extent tliat 

in a few years the line might possibly pay ? I believe it would,
8 Oct., 1896. Blacky Ho you know the grades on the roads about here P Tes.

932. Do you know the proposed railway route ? Yes.
933. Have you seen the deviation on the plan by which at one time it was proposed that the line should 
come through Warialda ? Yes.
934. On which route is the best land situated? 1 should say the route south of Warialda,
935. Would the grade coming into Warialda be steeper than that proposed hy the Railway Commis
sioners ? There is no doubt it would be slightly steeper.
936. And going out of Warialda as well ? Yes; going out towards Inverell.
937. Have yon any idea what the grade would be going out? I cannot say what tho railway grade would 
be; but tbe roads never exceed 1 in 10. That is where there aro severe pinches on the roads. The 
grades on this road, with the exception of a few pinches, are, generally speaking, very easy. One in 10 
is an excessive grade, but it includes gully-crossings.
938. Ohnirman.^ Did yon take any precaution to ascertain accurately the amount of traffic passing on 
tbe road to Moree ? I questioned my maintenance-man.
939. Your figures for thirteen weeks are 1,300 tons;—have you any explanation to offer as to why 
that large amount should go over the road in so short a period? No ; unless it is that there is nothing 
produced about Moree ; a good deal of the produce is brought here from Inverell and is sold locally.
940. Is it not likely that owing to the had season in Morce the demand for forage has been greater ? 
Twelve months ago last winter they had the worst season they have had in Moree for some time.
941. Can you carry your memory to a period of three years ago, when the seasons at Moree were bettor—■ 
can you remember what the traffic in produce was then? I could not give yon any accurate idea.
942. We should like to know whether this produce traffic is effected by the seasons about Moree and in 
that locality, the inference being that in good seasons the produce traflic would be less, and in bad seasons 
greater ;—has there been a steady stream of produce to those points every year, or has it been erratic ? 
1 am inclined to think it depends to a certain extent on the seasons.
943. Therefore, the traffic, whether carried on drays or on the railways would depend very largely upon 
the demand, which would be regulated by the seasons ? To a certain extent. No doubt the population 
will increase, and I think it is more likely to increase if there is a railway,
944. The fact, of course, remains that in that dry western country the demand for horse forage is largely 
regulated by the condition of the seasons there ? I think so.

Mr. Arthur Ormonde Butler, Clerk of Petty Sessions and Crown Lands Agent, Warialda, sworn, and
examined:—

Mr. 945. Chairman.] How long have you resided here? About nine months.
A. 0. Butler, pip, ]\fr Bober lit.] Arc you familiar with the country between Warialda and Inverell, and from AYanalda 

to Moree ? I have travelled from Inverell to Warialda, hut not to Moree. Mv knowledge of the country 
•1 o u- ivould be obtained solely from the various notifications in the Gaznfte, setting apart the land.

947. Do your official duties cause you to travel over any part of the country ? No.
943. Can you give the Committee any information as to the transactions in land by the people of this 
district? I could give you tho total areas of the various holdings. Tho total number of conditional 
purchases is 434, representing an area of 137,886 acres; additional conditional purchases, 411, repre
senting an area of 69,453 acres; conditional leases, 326, representing an area of 196,837 acres ; annual 
leases, 29, representing an area of 22,742 acres ; settlement leases, 10, representing an area of 24,919 
acres; homestead selections, 5, representing an area of 6,400 acres; total area, 458,237 acres. These 
represent solely land which has been confirmed to the applicants, and stands good on the books. There 
aro a number of selections and other things which are not good, and which have not been confirmed to 
the applicant.
949. What are the boundaries of your dislriet? It represents 116 parishes,
950. Does it go to the Queensland border on the north ? Yes.
951. How far south? It is bounded by Moree on one side, Inverell on the other, and Bingera on the 
other. I take iu part of Arawatta, the whole of Burnett, and portions of Stapylton.
952. Canyon give us any information as to thorevonue? .The revenue in this office alone is, approximately, 
£16,000 a year.
953. Hp to when is that return is made up ? That is what I estimate for this year. Up to the end of 
September my revenue was over £12,000.
954. How does that compare with previous years ? It is rather in excess by £3,000. Tho total last year 
was £13,000, and up to September of this year it is over £12,000, and there are from £4,000 to £5,000 
outstanding.
955. The result appears to he highly satisfactory ? Yes.
956. Do you find many selectors giving up their holdings through finding ifc impossible to make a 
livelihood ? There have been three forfeited in tho nine months since I have been here. I think they 
were forfeited on account of not being taken up Iona fide—not on account of the people being unable to 
maintain themselves.
957. Are you able to give any information as to the success of persons establishing homes for themselves 
in this district, and as to whether they are able to make a comfortable livelihood ? From the way in which 
they pay up their instalments I should say they were very successful. I look upon that as a good sign. 
There are very few applications for extension of time to pay, and I think that is a criterion to go by.
958. Can you tell me the approximate value of the land between Morec’and Inverell;—I suppose it would 
vary very much ? Yes, it would vary very much. Some of the land set apart is worth 5s. an acre; other 
parts are worth £2 or £3 an acre.
959. Is the whole of the land between Moree and Inverell taken up ? No; there are thousands of acres
available. '
960. I mean land through which the proposed line will pass ? There is a great deal of land still open.
It is proposed to set apart during this year, between Inverell and Moree, 348,000 acres in settlement and 
improvement leases. 961.
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9G1. Wliat class of land is tliat? Tho settlement leases would be very good agricultural land, and the Mr- 
improvement leases would be infested with prickly pear. ■A-
9G2. How would you class the different lands along the route of the proposed railway, some of which I 
believe are very poor indeed ? Yes ; and other parts comprise first-class grazing country also suitable c ' 
for agriculture. n n a
9G3. About what percentage is what you would call first-class grazing land ? About 50 per cent.
9G4. Have you prepared any statement which you would like to read to the Committee? The detailed 
area X have given docs not include scrub leases, improvement leases, occupation leases, or special leases, 
which amount to a large item iu this district.
965. Have you every reason to believe that the revenue from land in this district will increase? It is
increasing every month. ■
966. Ho you express any opinion as to the effect railway communication will have upon the district ? I
think it would open up more country. Some people have an objection to taking up land unless there is 
some moans of getting their produce to market. '
9G7. Has it come under your official notice that there is likely to be a large demand for hmd if the railway 
bo constructed? Judging from the inquiries which have been made, I imagine 1 should get rid of at least 
100 more settlement leases, which means 100 more families in tho district.
9G8. What areas of land would that probably include ? Jt depends. If it were for agriculture it would be 
1,280 acres. That is the maximum for settlement leases for agriculture. If it were for grazing purposes 
it would be 10,240 acres. ,
969. Have you numerous inquiries ? Yes, mainly from "Victoria, A great many Victorian settlers come
over here, and also write for particulars. ^
970. Ho you think that is in view of the possibility of the lino being constructed ? I think it has a great 
deal to do with it that is, judging from the remarks they make when in the office. It seems to ho the 
general impression that if the line he constructed it will materially benefit them, and induce them to take 
up the land.
971. Is there much agriculture going on around Warialda at present? Very little, I think.
972. ̂ Are you able to say whether those who have embarked in agricultural pursuits have been successful ?
I think so.
^3- Call you say whether they are enlarging the area of land under crop ? Almost all of them have taken 
up additional conditional purchases and leases for the purpose of increasing their agricultural holding,
974. Chairman.] Ho your books show that during tbe last ten or fifteen years the land has been hold 
bona -fide, and not for speculative purposes ? Yes ; it has been hold Iona fide. The number of transfers 
has been small; I do not think they average more than fifty a year, and the majority of those have been 
due to people obtaining small loans from the bank by way of mortgage and release.
9/5. V'ith reference to the large area of 348,000 acres to be thrown open in a few years, is it a fixed 
thing that 1,280 acres is the maximum area for an agricultural settlement lease ? Yes; that is provided 
for by the Land Act.
976. And the maximum for grazing 10,240 acres? Yes.
977. Havo any settlement leases been thrown open here? Ten so far : seven of 2,5GO acres; one of 
1,091 acres; ono of 1,723 acres; and one of 4,181 acres.
978. Therefore tbo 1.2S0 acres has been exceeded ? Yes: that would be for grazing and agricultural
purposes. '
979. What, in your opinion, would be about the area adopted for ihe disposal of these 318,000 acres? I 
think it would be 2,5G() acres each. There are 399,500 acres proposed to be set apart for settlement 
lease—that is,*f'or the whole of the Moree district; but for Warialda the area is GG,S00 acres.
9S0. Is that area likely to be dealt with hy homestead selection or settlement lease ? Hy settlement lease.
981. Of what area ? About 2,560 acres. ‘ '
982. If that were alienated in that way, how many people would it put upon the ground ? About thirl v-
three families. ‘ "
983. When the whole of that area is alienated under that system it will only put thirty-three additional
families on the soil? Yes; hut, of course, there is a lot of land at Bingera. and Moree practically 
adjoining that, J
984. I suppose the areas already held by the conditional purchase holders arc sufficiently large to admit
ot an extensive increase in cultivation ? Yes. "
985. And although the prospective settlement is notlikely to be large, it cannot guide tbe Committee in 
arriving at a conclusion as to wdiat tho aggregate agriculture is likely to be ? Ho.
9SG. Are there many unsold allotments of Crown lands within the town boundaries ? There are four- 
but 1 do not think people would havo them at a gift; they are ail stone ridges.
98/. Is there any unmeasured portion of Crown lands within the town boundaries, other than reserves?
Yes; there arc 20 or 30 allotments which were surveyed for auction purposes, but in view of the pro
posed railway they were reserved from sale. '
988. Therefore there is plenty of room for the extension of the town at Warialda on Crown lands? Yes. '

Mr. Thomas Heydon, baker and seedsman, Warialda, sworn, and examined:—
9B0. C/mframn.] How long have you resided at Warialda ? Por seventeen years; but I have resided iu Mr. 
the district for twenty-two years, T. Heydon.
990. Mr. O'Connor.] Bo you know the country between Warialda and Inverell? Fairly well.
991. What is it fitted fhr ? For 30 miles on this side of Inverell it is first-class agricultural land, 8 0ct->1896'
992. That is to say, that for 30 miles out of the 38 miles between Warialda and Inverell tho country is
fitted for agriculture ? Yes. "
993. Have you any idea whether, if the land were available for selection, it would be taken up’ I think 
it would be.
hmd 1)0 y°U 1Cn°W auytllIns a1:>0llt the land t>e(iween Warialda and Moree ? Yes; it is first-class grazing

ooo vrUdilf faeil!ties '",ere offered for its acquisition, would it be taken up? Boubtless it would.
996 If there were a railway connecting Inverell, Warialda, and Moree, would it be a certainty that 
settlement would be stimulated ? Decidedly j but I think more so to the north of Warialda There is 
grand country to the north of Warialda, towards Queensland. 4 997.
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997. Do you know the Warialda district ? fairly well.
998. Do you know the people who are settled on the soil about here ? Yes.
999. Are they prosperous ? I never saw people more prosperous than the selectors out north from here.
1000. I suppose those who come here have stayed here ? Yes ; aud they have succeeded.
1001. And increased their holdings ? They have paid mo well, at any rate.
1002. Are your business transactions of a satisfactory character? Very. I was never in, a town or 
district where 1 have beon paid so promptly as I have been in Warialda.
1003. Are you of opinion that however the people may be now, railway communication would add to their 
prosperity? 1 should think so. It would stimulate tho production of the country. It is of no good producing 
unless you can get a market. The production in Warialda is limited at present. When there is a certain 
amount in the town, it is well supplied, aud you must take your produce somewhere else. T believe this 
would be a grand fruit-growing district. I have some trees which would bear comparison with anything 
I have ever seen in the old country or this. 1 refer to apple and pear trees.
1004. I suppose if there were means of sending fruit to market the industry could be enlarged ? Yes.
1005. I suppose if there were facilities for meeting a ready market, the conditions of the country would 
he favourable for fruit production? Yes. I may mention there aro beds of freestone in the district which 
would be of commercial value. The stone is all around Warialda, and it is of the fiucst descriptiou. 
Twenty-two years ago they used to cart it to Bundarra and Inverell. Although you are only 8 miles from 
the outcrop of the granite you have some of the finest freestone here. When the Bundarra bridge was 
being constructed, the contractor wrote to see if he could get freestone here, hut at that time labour was 
scarce and the people who had the quarry wanted such an exorbitant price that he could not afford to take 
it. It would become a commercial commodity if we had cheap railway carriage.
100G. Mr. RobcrtxP\ Where do you purchase from ? Sometimes in Bingera, and sometimes in Inverell, 
just as the market suits me.
1007. Are you able to give an opinion as to the quality of tbe flour ? Yes, I have seen as good Hour 
produced in Inverell as iu any part of the world.
1008. Are Inverell flour and Bingera flour very similar in character? They are. If anything, of the two 
the Bingera flour is a little shorter. It has not that amount of glutine in it which the inverell flour has.
1009. Then you prefer the Inverell flour ? Yes.
1010. Have you ever used South Australian flour? Yes.
1011. How does that compare with Inverell flour? I have had flour from luverell which would equal any
Adelaide flour, either for colour or strength. "
1012. I suppose you can get your flour from Inverell cheaper than anywhere else ? Yes; but in years
gone by wc bad to go to Tamworth for it, but not now, Wc are well supplied from cither Bingera or 
Invoreil. ,
1013. You are never obliged to send out of the Colony for it? Ko; twenty-two years ago I baked Adelaide
flour in Inverell, ”
1014. What is your average annual consumption of flour? About 24 tons in twelve mouths.
1015. Is there anyone else engaged in a similar business to yours? Yes, a woman.
1U1G. How much would she consume ? About 10 tons.
1017. Would 30 tons of flour make bread for the whole of Warialda? Ko: numbers of people hake 
their own bread—at tho public-houses, for instance. I depend principally upon people travelling through.
1018. Would it he of advantage to you to have Warialda connected by railway with Inverell ? It would 
depend upon where the station was. 1 may state tliat the more frequently you handle goods the dearer 
they become. My opinion is tliat it would be a great mistake to have the station at Kelly’s Gully. The 
carriage from there to Warialda means money. It would be no advantage to anyone in particular.
1019. Mr. O’Connor.] Where is the best site? Somewhere closer to the town.
1020. Mr. Jto/jerfs.] If the line were constructed, would you be able to get flour cheaper than you get it
now ? I presume so. * "
1021. Wbat is the present carriage by team to Warialda? About £1.
1022. And how much from Bingera ? £1; it used to be 25s.
1023. How far is it from Warialda to Bingera? Tweuty-six miles.
1024. Is it a bettor road from there ? Yes.* ’

Mr. Joseph Battcrsby Scboles, grazier, Ezzy’s.Crossing, Big Elver, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. 1025. O/tairmtm.] How far is Ezzy’s Crossing from Warialda ? Eleven and a half miles.

J. B. Scholes. 1026. How long have you been in the district ? Two years, in December.
1027. Do you know the route of the proposed railway? 1 know it as far as Gravesend.

8 Oct., 1896. 1028. Docs it pass through your property ? Yes.
1029. Docs ifc pass through any of the freeholds? Yes, part of it.
1030. If the proposed line were constructed, what advantage would it be to you over and above the line 
you now have at Morce, and the contemplated line to Manilla ? We should have the advantage of quick 
communication, and the advantage of getting fat stock from Sydney.
1031. What advantage is it to a grazier to have quick communication other than for his stock ? There 
is always an advantage in having quick communication. It may not be a great advantage; hut still there 
is an advantage, particularly with regard to stock.
1032. What does it cost you at present to send your wool to the nearest railway station ? £3 per Ion to
Tamworth. '

. 1033. If the line were constructed, to where would you send it ? Wc should still have to send it to
1 Tamworth. '

1034. Would not you send it to Moree ? We could not get over the river except under exceptional 
circumstances.
1035. la it not possible to follow the river until you get to the regular crossing ? Hot without coming 
to Warialda.
1030. What extra distance would that involve ? About 12 miles.
1037. Tliat would he shorter than going to Tamworth ? But the road is not nearly so good. '
1038. But if you havo to draw your stuff an extra 12 miles, as against 100, what then ? I would have to
draw 62 miles. 3039.

* Note (oh reridon):—I would like to add that the beat freestone is all on Government ground.
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1030. Whai distance is it from your place to Warialda, and thence to Moreo ? Sixty-two miles.
1040. And what distance from your place to Tamworth ? 120 miles.
1041. Which route would you carry by P L would certainly carry bv tho cheaper route.
1042. Would not the shorter route be the cheaper ? Tes. *
1043. Then, so far as you are concerned, if the proposed line were not constructed you would still be 00 
miles nearer to a railway than you were last year ? Yes; but still at the present time it is as cheap to 
send to Tamworth as to Moree on account of'the extra railway carriage. A man will take loading from 
about here to Tamworth for about 3s. per cwt., and lo carry a short distance of 40 or 50 miles they want 
Is. 6d. per cvyt. Then there would bo the additional railway freight from Moree to Tamworth. The 
present rate is about £4 from Moree to Sydney, and from Tamworth less than £3.
1044. If it were £3 from Tamworth to Sydney, and £3 10s, from the station to Tamworth, it would be 
£6 10s. To Moree it would be 30s. and £4 by rail, which would be still cheaper? Yea; but! doubt 
very much -whether men would undertake to carry it for that rate coming round by Warialda They 
connot take tho load. The roads are bad and heavy,
1045. But they are not likely to demand more than 25 to 30 per cent, extra ? No.
101G. But evon that would put you ou the same footing from Tamworth, and you would only have half 
the distance to carry ? Yes.
1047. What would be the special advantage to you if yon had the railway and a Hiding at the station ?
The advantage would be iu trucking stock. " ’
1048. So far as wool is concerned, that is all disposed of in a few weeks of the year ? Yes.
1040. And generally when the roads arc good ? Yes.
1050. Stock are sent away all through the year ? Yes.
1051. How many fat stock would you be able to send away in a year? It depends on wbat kind I was 
raising, J think about 25 per cent, would be about the average of fattening stock.
1052. In other words if .You bad 10,000 head of cattle you would bo able to scud away 2,500 head every

31
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the railway in tho course of the yoar ? 1 am not
year ? Yes ; provided the seasons are fair.
1053. What would bo tbe value of your freight to 
prepared to say. 1 have only a small place.
1054. How many sheep have"you ? 4',000.
1055. What is tho extent of your holding ? 2,100 acres.
1056. Would you bo prepared to give your land free of cost io tho Government if it were required for 
railway purposes ? Yos, so long as they paid the cost of legal transfer.
1057. You recoguise, then, that tho construction of a railway would enhance the value of your property 
Very much so. There is any amount of beautiful land available all through the district
1058. You mean it will bo available when tho leases fall in ? Yes; and it is available now.
1050, If there is such an amount available now, how is it tliat it is vacant P The land is so classed that 
people have to go in more for agriculture than for grazing on most of those farms. Tliey are heavily 
timbered, and require cultivation, and that will not do for raising stock. “
1060. Is ifc pastoral country you are speaking of ? Agriculturaf country.
1061. Is it likely to be settled on for that purpose ? Yes. "
1062. There are 66,000 acres of land to be thrown open here, and that will settle thirty-three families 5
1 believe so, '
1063. Therefore, the production is not likely to increase very largely? I think the present applicants 
would go in for cultivation. At present very little is done.
1061 Gan you tell us why they do not go in for agriculture ? Tliey have not tho consumption. There 
is only one market. 1
1065. Which is that ? Sydney.
1066. But inasmuch as 'Warialda is supplied by Inverell and Bingera Hour, do you not think tho Warialda
fouryoars0'1^ ^ t0 ltsel* ? ^ ,las 1)605:1 malimg au effort during the last three or

1067. Where is the wheat sent lo ? Inverell or Bingera.
1068. Is it brought back in tho shape of Hour ? Yes.
i^9‘4.iF0U aie °* °lbn|en)fchen, that the possibilities of cultivation in tho district arc very much Inrcer 
than they now appear ? Yes. b
1070. And that railway communication will intensify them ? Yes.
1073. Mr. Solerts] Yor say you would ho prepared to give free of charge what land might be required
by the Government for the construction of the railway P Yos. ° ^
invo' v-an -a0'1 sl)e,ak for °1ihQr occupants of land along the route of the proposed lino ? No.

r i j 1',10''v 'V lat 0P>ui011s any of your neighbours have formed on tho subieel ? No.
1074. Is the laud between Moree and Warialda fitted for agriculture ? I cannot say,'as I have not been 
iiirthor than Grarvosend.
107,). Ho you know anything as to tbe character of the lands between Warialda and Inverell? Yes 
■md red 6 °E ^ ’3 beautlful ^ricnHural land. It is nearly all volcanic country, and the sod is black

^ all good land P Not all, but the greater proportion of it is beautiful black and red soil 
nmizo 18 ^ adap ed °r tlie Srowth of wheat ? Yes, aud it is also adapted for the growth of fruit and

1078. Mr, tyConnor.'] How did you acquire your land? I bought it.
^V011 saMed witl1 7our purchase ? Inm. I ruu two sheep to the aero 

108°. It the proposed railway were constructed, do you think the settlement would increase ? It would 
indeed. Moat people who conie to New England are surprised when they see the country,

Air. William Butler Geddes, agent, Warialda, sworn, and examined:—
Caiman.] How long have you resided at Warialda ? I was born here 

1082. Do you know the whole of the district? Yes.
.1083. Mr. Blade.] Have you anything to do with the coach passenger traffic at Warialda? 
agent from here to Tamworth. ' Yes, I am the

Mr.
W. B. decides.

S^OcClSSS-

1084.
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Mr. 1084. How ]oug liave you occupied that position ? I have been engaged at it for about twenty years. 
W.B.Geddes. poS5. Have you any knowledge as to the passenger traffic between Warialda and Glen Innes P Ho. _

10SG. If the railway were constructed, how many passengers do you think would be likely to travel by it 
8 Oct, 180G. £rom -Wamida, to Inverell ? I do not think there would bo many in ordinary times.

1087. Could you give any idea, as to how many would be likely to leave for Moree P Ho,
1088. Ho you think it would be two a day ? It ought to be.
1089. Ho you think it would be more P Yes.
1090. Would it be three a day ? Probably. ,
1091. Would it be more than three ? It is only guesswork. I have seen as many ns five and sis on the
Moree coach. _
1092. Ho you know the conditions under which land is held in the district? Yes.
1093. I suppose you are aware that of late years it has been the practice of the [Railway Commissioners
to favour the construction of no lines which involve the expenditure of large sums of money for resump
tion ? I understand they have set their faces against it to a certain extent. _
1094. Ho you think the landowners along the route of the proposed railway are likely, considering the 
benefits they will derive from its construction, to be prepared to hand over the land through which the 
proposed line will pass, if constructed, free of cost to the Crown ? I should think they would, with the 
exception perhaps of that which you saw under cultivation yesterday. Ho ono likes to have his wheat 
paddocks severed ; but I think they would give ordinary grazing land.
1095. You have made no personal inquiry ? Ho.
1090. Have the Progress Committee collected any statistics of that character ? Hot that I am aware of.
1097. 1 suppose you know that the proposed site of the railway station at Warialda is at Kelly's Gully,
4 miles from the town ? Yes. 4 ,
1098. And the Progress Committee desire to bring it within li mile of the town ? Yes; that is 3 miles 
closer.
1099. Bo you think that the reduction in distance would be a greater convenience to tho inhabitants ? 
Certainly ; and it would save a large resumption of land.
1100. One of tbe witnesses has stated that the handling of goods is an important item; but I suppose
there would not be any more handling if the station were 4 miles away than there would be if it were 
l-J mile away ? That is so. ' _
1101. Is the site selected by the Progress Committee on Crown lauds? Yes; but it was not selected by 
the committee. The surveyors made a trial survey to that spot irrespective of the Progress Committee.
1102. Still the Progress Committee prefer it ? Yes. _ _
1103. How is the land held upon which the Commissioners propose to erect the station ? It is con
ditionally purchased land, or it may be freehold.
1101'. Is it cleared and under cultivation? Yes.
1105. What is it worth at the present time—1 mean the piece upon which the Commissioners propose to 
erect a railway station ? £L0 an aero ought to be a fair price for a small portion, taking severance into
consideration. _
HOG. A landowner at Moree has sworn that there is no land between Warialda and Morce worth more 
than 30s., aud that the utmost value in most cases is 10s. an acre; would you consider that reliable 
evidence ? I would not. Some of it may be worth only 10s.; hut ifc is absurd to talk about land, with a 
growing crop on it, being worth only that. I am sure 30s. an acre did not clear it in order to prepare 
it for the plough. '
1107. What is the land worth uncleared ? Freehold land in that position would be worth from £2 5s. to 
£2 10s. an acre.
1108. Then it is pretty good laud ? Yes. _
1109. With regard to the route which was at one time laid down by the surveyor, and with regard to the
site of the railway station—does the bringing of the railway to that point involve any expense in 
connection with engineering difficulties, and does it involve running over grades which, for this district, 
are exceptionally severe ? I have read the evidence taken in Sydney, and I notice that one of tho 
Government officials says it will cost £10,000 to bring the line into Warialda. We do not see where that 
cost comes iu for 3 miles of easy construction, _
1110. Anyhow, your chief object is to get the railway station as near as possible without reference to 
expense ? Wc should certainly like to have it as close as we can get it.
1111. Mr. J7oierts.] What business are you agent for other than that to which you have referred ? I am 
Secretary for the Show aud for the Pastoralists’ Stock Board. I also buy corn here for tho coach horses.
1112. Ho you purchase all the maize you require at Warialda? Yes; as it is cheaper, I buy it from 
Inverell. J. have bought 105 bags since June from Inverell for our coach horses.
1113. Will there be a great increase in traffic from here if the proposed line be constructed ? I think so, 
if only because of the time which will be saved,
1114. Have you any knowledge of the wool traffic ? Hot a great deal. I may mention that in the 
Pastoral and Stock Board district there were 1,500,000 sheep in 1895. Bering that year a great many 
were iost, but still I daresay that at the end of this year tho number will be nearly the same.
1115. Where does the wool go to at present? To Tamworth, although this year some is going to Moree. 
1110. What percentage will go to Moreo when the line is opened ? I only know of ono largo station 
which sent it there this year. They say there is a saving of Gs. Gd. a ton in carrying ifc from that 
particular station to Morce instead of to Tamworth. I do not think that will last, because I believe the 
carriers will cut the Tamworth rate. Every pound of loading which comes here comes from Tamworth. 
Tamworth is the railway station at present,
1117. Ho all tho storekeepers get their supplies from Tamworth ? Yes ; excepting flour. '
1118. What rate per tou do they pay for the carriage of their goods from Tamworth ? £3.
1119. How far north does the wool come through Warialda? I should say from Tulloona. That is 
about 70 miles from Imre. I expect, however, that some of that wool went to Morce this year.
1129. You have spoken of some wool going to Moree at a saving of Gs. Gd. a ton; would that wool 
have come to Warialda if the proposed line were constructed? Yes; the place is only 20 miles 
from here.
1121. Would there be much trucking of stock here ? I think there would be.

1122.
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^?oes J110®*1 the stoct go to Tarmvorth at present? It is generally trucked at Breeza. Mr.
1, 0 y°u *ll0W '’i ai!y 'vo°l which goes from New Wouth Wales to Brisbane? I hear that some of W.B.Gteddce.
the clips are at present going to Warwick.
1124.. Do you think we should get a large quantity of the wool which now goes down to Brisbane if the 8 0ct'’18!)6- 
proposed line were constructed ? 1 would not go so far as to say that, but a portion would be obtained.
iioe a /T,1 * (• l'10 w°o1 wIncl1 uow goes to Tamwortb would come to Warialda? Certainly,
il^br iind7 therelorCj the railway would benefit by the carriage of an extra number of miles? Yea,

Mr. Itobert Buist, proprietor, Warialda Standard) Warialda, sworn, and examined:—
1127. Chairman.] How long bare you been in the district? Four years.
11_S. Mr. 0 Connor.] Do you know the district well? Yes; I have been in every part of it. and I know 
everyone m it pretty well. 1
iion 13 tlie ^s1,aiice between Warialda and Moree? Fifty-three miles.
I 30- ls mnuch settlement between the two places ? No; there is settlement from here down to the 
river, and then there is no scttlementf till you get to Maiden’s public-house; and then there is none until 
you get to Bnnguy.
1131 What is the character of the country ? From here to the river it is good country; from there to 
Morcc ~eXCeptmg 0,1 th° riVe1' flats—11: ia moderaiely good; and on the flats it is good all the way to

1132. Do you know the country^between Warialda and Invcrell ? Yes.
p 3‘ Wbnt>s your opinion of it? Along the road, going out for 8 miles, until you get to the White
IhoWvf S0°A; ^ from tbe roild « good griaiug land; but from
iTL a ■ H?ht t0 Invcre11 w good agricultural land the whole way.b b 6 J
ii or- Yiie y°U ^ f,av-0Ur of tbc eoilstrilctiou of the railway between Moree and Inverell ? I am 
, 7 JJo y°“ tbln!fwou!d enhance the value of property in this neighbourhood and encourage settle
line 8u?eri1] ?' 1 am <1Ulte safclsfied 111 would enhance the value of landed property.
II Jh. Would it not encourage population ? Certainly ; the greater the facilities there are for conveying
produce to market the more settlement will there accrue. convey
}}*l y°u b<?w.th« la’ld is brdd between Warialda and Inverell ? I think it is mostly leasehold, 
iio r f t -V0U-?ln \'1,n tho ]a.”d were available, and if tbe leases were terminated-as they will be in the

nnlTTa WOflll<1 be ™adlly “c“l?10Jd ? nTam <lu,t0 BatiBficd of it- '-Tbe question was asked this morning 
why people did not now take up the laud. 3 hat can be explained in this way: where there is a probability
e!necSwm < 1TOWn ^ ^a1’ futllre’ PC0P!e do not caTC ta go upon moderately good land,
especially when they can get better land by waiting ior m. I have no doubt tbe land will be sought for if
facilities are given tor conveying produce to market. I believe, ultimately, there will be au extension to 
11 or ° to and 1 00^ "b011 proposed railway as the first step towards it.
113j. Do you know the condition of the people of the district? They are considered very sound. 1 know
i hey always pay me, and they generally pav tbe printer last of all. " ' - - - -
and progressive, '
1140. Are they better off to-day than they were two years a^o ? 
drought cut them up a little. 0 ’
T'l'to' iy0r™dlC7 months ago ? Yes, and they are well off now.
JJ;2; Mr- Clctrke^ l9 the laud near Moree fitted for the production of cereals ? I do not think it is to 
the same extent as the land about Warialda and towards Inverell. In the first place, the rainfall of the 
Moreo district xs only 2o inches, and about Warialda it is 30 .inches. The rainfall at Moree is not 
distributed over the year m the same way as it is here, and that militates verv much against agriculture.
1143 But the character of the bulk of the laud between Warialda and Inverell is suitable for agricul
tural purposes r Yes. °
1144 Chairman.] I* there any special point you would like to bring before the Committee ? No. You 
asked a question this morning from one of the witnesses as to whether agriculture was on tho increase. 
Of course, the agricultural area here is very small. You also asked the question why it was so small
W « W™Plai!led m fr •Vflyr thlltJ,a m?n USU^lly geta hia ]ivinS bi the easiest way possible, and as 
fewii onV? a eood frotnj the sheep’s back he will not bother about following the plough.

laS COm!;fied ®om° to d0 the latter. I think the increase in the cultivation of wheat 
tins year over last year will be about 700 acres.
1145. Making a total of bow many acres? About 2,000.
than i?oraMVusbelsnUal ^ ^? 1 Cfttinot’ atat° positively ; but I should imagine it is not less 

11 to’ vrrw c0rti0^ a' Cr0b bad you last year ? The farmers spoke highly of it.
IMS. \\ bat has been the general prospect of tbe district during tbe last five or seven yearshas there 
£ “ a^lld,Cn<'-r t0 aettle atld or 18 tho district one of those to which people come for a short
time and then go away again P My experience is that when once they come here they stay. I do not
has left it110 ^ COme t0 thiS diatric1; aud aottied during the four years I have lived hero who

iteAnllditi<f i■ nee<;a8ar-7 t0 ™akc settlement a success are, of course, climate or soil, and 
I do ’ ^ ^ believe these conditions exist hero in such a degree as to make settlement profitable ?

1100. Either for grazing or for agriculture? Yes.
r thc ■1nD-d be ofl’<lred by the State for settlement it will be readily availed of, and settlement 

and production will increase? Yes. J. may point out that there is a number of settlers about here 
1 b° are 110ar. going m for agriculture in a small way. Last year I was at a place where a man put in 
o acres as a trial. Y esterday 1 found be bad broken up 50 acres fo plant with corn. P

Mr, li, Buist* 

fi Oct*. 1896.

I am quite satisfied they are prosperous 

I cannot say. It is possible the last

Mr-306 (a)—E
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Mr. George Hollinwortli Gordon, grazier, Gragin, near "Warialda, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. 1152. Chair man.~\ Howr far is Gragin from Warialda ? 13 miles. _

G-. Ji.Gbrdon. 1153. How long have you been in the district? I came here in 18(35, and I have been living in the 
district since 1868. _

8 Oct, 1896. 1154,, il/r. Clarkci] Do you Isnow the nature of the land say from 20 to 30 miles on each side of the 
proposed railway ? Tes, in many places.
1155. What is it best adapted for ? Dor grazing and agriculture mixed.

■ 1156. Large portions of land along the proposed line are adapted for agriculture ? All the land from
here Moree is agricultural land—that is, wherever the basaltic land comes in.
1157. Is thc black-soil country adapted for agriculture? Yes, for wheat; but it will not grow potatoes.
1158. Is it adapted for the growth of wheat at all times? Yes.
1159. We have it in evidence that tbe Moree district is adapted to the growth of cereals, but that the 
irregular rainfall prevents them being grown. We have a rainfall of 26 inches in Moree, and from 30 to

■ 32 inches in Warialda. ,
1160. And you think it would he possible, notwithstanding the irregular rainfall, to grow wheat? Yes, m 
ordinary seasons. There are seasons, of course, in which you eannoj; grow cereals.
1161. 1 believe tho country from Warialda to Inverell is more or less adapted to the growth of wheat and 
maize ? Yes.
1162. A.re there any portions of inferior land along the proposed line ? Yes, there are plenty of sandy 
ridges in places not worth sixpence an acre.
1163. What area of land between here and Inverell—or for 20 miles on each side of the proposed
railway—is adapted for agriculture? As a rule, there is splendid agricultural laud, and next year a lot 
of it will he thrown open, and 1 feel sure every acre of it will be taken up. ^
1164. Is there much land between Warialda and Inverell alienated ? A.s far as I am concerned there is 
a small quantity, but it is proposed to surrender tho alienated land by way of exchange, aud therefore it 
will come back to the Crown. The land I shall be taking will be 15 or 16 miles further from thc railway.
1165. You would be prepared to give the land through which the railway would pass for nothing? I
would not mind making a fair exchange. If a man gives up his land for the line he should get a fair 
proportion alongside in exchange. _
1166. We have it in evidence that there are one or two landholders who would not give up the land
without being paid for it ? 1 do not want payment. _
1167. Do you think the landowoers, as a whole, would be prepared to give their land in exchange for 
land elsewhere ? 1 think so..
1168. According to the statement of the Railway Commissioners, there will be a loss of £2,800 per annum
on the proposed line ;—do you think it possible that loss might be reduced in the course of a few years’ 
time, and the line made to pay ? It depends what the carriage is to market. If the rates are very high, 
people will not use the line; but if the rates are within reach it is extremely likely the line will pay. I 
may state that I send my produce to Glon Innes, and thence to Sydney. _ _
1169. If the line were constructed, would you send your produce by it ? Yes—that is, if it is carried 
more cheaply than it costs me to send to Glen Innes by team. I ship at Newcastle, not at Sydney.
1170. Is Glon Innes tbe most convenient place to which to send your produce ? Yes; it is the better road.
1171. Do you think the produce grown on the good land at Inverell would find a market at Warialda and 
north and west of Moree ? There is no doubt about it; it has been finding it for a considerable time.
1172. Do you think the proposed line would carry wool from towards the Queensland border—beyond 
Moree ? There is no doubt about it,
1173. It would not be to the interest of the producer to send it to Queensland ? I do not think so.
1174. I suppose tbe neighbourhood of Moree is a grazing district? It has been.
1175. Do you think that cereals grown in the neighbourhood of Inverell and Warialda would bo able to 
compete with the South Australian wheat? It all depends on the carriage. If you carry the flour to 
this district so cheaply that it will not pay to grow here, of course there will be an end to it. It depends 
on what rate you carry into the country at. The rates ought to be higher into the country, and cheaper 
to the coast.
1176. I suppose you know it is intended that the line should pass Warialda at a distance of 4 miles ? 
Yes; I think it is a pity, in view of the small difference in cost; I think it may come here. The first cost 
is generally the smallest.
1177. I believe the extra cost will be £10,000 ? I think you could malic the interest on the money by 
bringing it to the township.
1178. It has been suggested that it should come to within 1£ mile ? If it comes within 1J mile it is
virtually within the town. _
1179. You think then, even in view of the extra cost of £10,000, it would be advisable to bring the line
into Warialda ? I think it would. I think eventually you would reap the benefit from it. _ '
1180. Mr. O’Connor.] Have you much land which you could put under cultivation at once? Yes, if there 
were anything to be made out of it.
1181. If the railway rates would enable you to reach a market at which you could profitably sell your 
cereals, would you go in for further cultivation ? Yes.
1182. Mr. Iilac/c.] You say you do not view favourably the proposal that you should give your land for 
the construction of the railway ? Yes.
1183. Would you hold that opinion if it turned out that you derived a proportionate increase from every 
acre of your holding in consequence of the construction of the line? No. As far as I can see, it will cut 
off 900 acres from one side of my land on which there is no water, aud there is plenty on the other side.
1184. But what if it is not proposed to fence the line? If you do not fence it at present it is possible you 
may do so in tho future. .For instance, if you run night trains you may have to fence, I do not ask for 
compensation, but for an exchange for the land which I give to the railway. I would not be disposed to 
give up thc land except on exchange, acre for acre.
1185. If the people of the community said, “ You cannot have a railway on such terms,” what then ? In 
reply to that I say the general public will suffer. .
1186. Mr. Roberts;.] What is tbe size of your holding ? The freehold land is 52,000 acres, including

conditional
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conditional purchase. Tho conditional lease is about 3,000 acres. Tho leasehold area is about 43,500 ^tr, 
acres Tented from the Crown, and the resumed area is about 28,000 acres—in all, about 120,500 acres. Qordon'
.1187. Is it all in one block ? Tes, 13 miles cast of Warialda.
1188. And tbe proposed line runs through your property? Yes. The Government are asking for ,l ® ®ct;-A896. 
surrender of the greater portion along the proposed line. There will not be much of the line running 
through the purchased land. It will come through about 4,000 or 5,000 acres of it.
USD. Do you confine your attention to sheep ? Yes, and cattle, and horses.
1100. How many bales of wool do you send away annually ? About GOO to 800.
1101. Is Glen Innes your nearest railway station ? It is tbe .most accessible, although it is about 70 miles 
away, and it is about 71 miles to Moree.
HO A Will you continue to send your wool to Glen Innes after Moree is connected with iVarrabri by rail ?
Yes, if the line does not come in further, because the road is too bad. We have the big river to cross, 
and there is no bridge.
1193. If the proposed railway were constructed, would you be a customer of it, and send all your wool by 
it ? Yes, provided the rates were not higher than they are to Glen Innes.
1194. What do you pay by way of Glen Innes ? £2 10s. a ton, and £2 17s. Gd. thence to Newcastle for 
wool—in all, about £5 5s. Gd. per ton for wool only.
1195. Do you ever send wool to Grafton ? No, Some years ago I sent it from Strathbogie to Grafton.
119b. Would it not suit you to send it that way ? Yo. I ship at Newcastle, and not at Grafton. I do .
not sell in Sydney. '
1197. Would it cost you the same amount of money to send it by railway from Tamwortb to Newcastle 
as it does to send it from Glen Innes to Newcastle ? Exactly tho same. I could send at the same now 
from here to Tamwortb as from here to Glen Innes, but the carriers I generally employ run on the Glen 
Innes line.
1198. Where do you procure the stores you consume? I buy everywhere. I buy through Mr. Utz, of 
Glen Innes, also from D, Cohen & Co., Dassotter & Co,, and Earp, Gillam & Co,, of Newcastle; it 
depends on the price.
1199. Do you find it advantageous to buy at Glen Innes ? It is an advantage to buy certain things 
rhere ; we can get salt from Grafton and Glen Innes cheaper than we can get i(. brought up by rail from 
Newcastle.
1200. When you buy at Sydney, where do you stipulate for delivery ? We stipulate for Wright, Heaton, 
& Co. to send it up in G-ton trucks to Glen limes. The freight on a 6-ton truck to Glen Innes is £5 10s.
1201. Have you given any consideration to the question of conneeling Moree with Inverell ? No.
1202. Individually, you do not think it will make much difference to you ono way or the other? It 
depends on the rates we are charged. I should be very pleased to have the railway if I could send iny 
goods away as cheaply by it as I do now by road. ’
1203. As one having an interest in tho welfare of tbe Colony, do you think it would be wise on .the part of 
the State to construct tbe proposed line ? 1 do. I think railways ought to be constructed everywhere. 
1201. Do you think it will lead to a largo amount of settlement ? I am sure it will.
1205, Would you like to offer an opinion as to the nearest market for Inverell cereals ? There is no 
doubt it is west from Inverell. 1 get all my flour from Inverell. Huudreds of tons come through me 
every week to Moree in the shape of chaff, corn, and flour. They load with 7 tons when the road will 
carry only 3 tons, Theresult is that the roads have been ruined by the large loads which have been carried 
at nominal prices and tbe small rates of carriage, which make carriers overload.
120G. Do you know how far wrest the traffic goes from Moree ? To Mungindi.
1207. Do you know that part of the country ? I have been for some distance below Moree.
1208. Is there a large population between Moree and Mungindi ? I cannot say it is large, but it is 
scattered.
1209. Do you think there is sufficient population between Inverell and Mungindi, and round about
Mungindi, to consume thc whole of the Inverell produce ? Yes; thc Inverell produce is not so lar^e 
when you go into it. °
1210. Is it the difficulty of getting produce to market which leads to a lot of land at Inverell not being
under cultivation ? Yes, that is the sole reason. b
1211. Do you deem that Invcrell, owing to its large settlement and fertility of soil, ought, without delay,
to be connected with the railway system of the Colony ? 1 do. In some "way or other it ought to be 
connected. ^
1212. Would you like to express an opinion as to wherber you think it is desirable to connect Inverell
with Moreo or with Glen Innes? I think, in the public interest, it should be connected west. The 
country between Glen limes and Inverell is very rough, and when the line comes to Inverell it is only 
from 40 to 42 miles from there to Glen Innes, and the centre will be only 20 odd miles from either end. 
121.3. You believe that owing to the market of Inverell being westward it is in the public interest to 
connect Inverell with Moree ? Yes. '
12\4i. Chairman.] Can you give any figures as to thc proportions of the stock Iraflle from Warialda ;— 
what is your opinion as to the number of trucks of stock which can be sent from here ? Tho Stock 
Inspector ought to be able to give you that information, 1 have never sent any' to market. I have 
always sold them on the station.
1215. Do you think this particular centre has improved enough to provide 3,000 trucks a year ? I cannot
Bay. 1 ‘
1216. Do you thiuk it will be wise in the interests of the country to carry the traffic west of the Great 
Northern line, via Moree, and thence to Sydney, in lieu of the Great" Northern line ultimately con
necting with the coast ? I do not think it should be connected from Glon Innes to Invcrell, If connected 
at all it should be further down tho line—to Guyra, and it should then go to the coast. Inverell is exactly 
42 miles from Glen Innes, and the people between there and Inverell could send to which place they liked.
1217. But thc present proposal is in lieu of any coastal connection ;—in other words, it is said that Inverell 
is the proper starting-point, and that there should be no connection between the main northern line and 
Inverell:—do you think that is a wise view to lake of the matter? 1 do.
1218. Or do you take this view—you think at present a connection ought 1o be made from Inverell to
Moree, but eventually should be made with (he Great Northern line ? No, J do not. I hold emphatically 
that the railway should start from Invcrell and go west. ' 1219."
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Air. 1219, By doing that you put Inverell in this position: that it would be at the extreme end of the longest 
G.H. Gordon, nne ;n {.j10 Q0]ony P j suppose some town must be there, and it is unfortunate, pcrliaps, that Inverell 
o^rT^iaoB E^ouf<f hi that position,

ct., 9 . }220. jyri(j so closely situated to the Great Northern line that, as far as goods are concerned, the railway 
cannot carry them at all? They are carrying goods from Glen Innes to Imcrell at Is, and Is. (id. If 
teams can carry at that price I am sure the railway could not carry them very much more cheaply,
1221. If the teams continue to carry to Inverell at that price, from what source is the railway to get 
this traffic ? It depends on the rates. If you fix your rates as high as the railways have them at tho 
present time I do not think you cau compete with land carriage.
1222. You are of opinion there will have to be a considerable reduction made ? I think so. I know goods 
are coming from Grafton to Glen Innes and on to Inverell a great deal cheaper than they can be brought 
by the railway. I know the goods I buy in Glen Innes come that way. 1 was buying some sugar the 
other day in Sydney from Messrs. Lassetter & Co,, and I told them the price I was getting it delivered 
at Glen Innes, They said that the railway could not take it at that price.
1223. In order to secure the Inverell traffic you hold that there will have to be some lesser rearrangement 
of the railway rates ? Yes

Mr. John Dixon, farmer, Warialda, sworn, and examined r—
Mr. J. Dixon. 1224. Chairman.'] Where is your residence P Six miles from Warialda, on tho southern side of the road.

/——\ 122S. How long have you been farming? About eleven years.
8 Oct., 1896. 1226. How long is it since you commenced to grow wheat largely ? About five years.

1227. How much have you usually grown ? I have 150 acres of wheat under crop this year. Last year 
I had in 60 acres.
1223. How many bushels do you grow to the acre? Last season, which was a bad one, went about 
15 bushels.
1229. What did you do with it ? I took it to Bingera and got it ground into flour. If wo have any
large quantity we take it to Bingera and grind it, and then go to Moree and sell it. ,
1230. You take it there because you are your own carrier ? Yes ; if I did not I should have to pay some
one else to do it,
1231. Has your success in farming been so great that you have been induced to go into it upon a larger
scale ? I have 50 extra acres cleared this year. _
1232. Are you going to farm it ? Yes, and I shall have 200 acres under crop next year. '
1233. The cost of conveying your wheat to Bingera aud getting it ground into Hour, and then carting it 
to Moree must, in the aggresate, amount to a considerable sum ? Yes, it does not leave you much profit,
1234. What do you consider a fair price per bushel for wheat ? I think all the farmers 1 know of would 
be satisfied with 3s. and 3s. 6d.
1235. Can you live on that ? Very well.

• 123G. That is, if you had a cheap rate of carriage to admit of your sending it to your only market ? Yes.
1237. I suppose it would be of no use your growing larger quantities unless you had some market to 
which to send it ? That is so.
1238. There is not much grown about Warialda altogether ? I think there are about 1,250 acres under 
crop this year.
1239. And I believe the greater portion of that has come under cultivation in tho last few years ? Four
or five years. 1
1210. Why lias not cultivation been going on for some considerable time ? When I came in 18G9 there 
were no settlers about, only squatiers. The people lived by grazing then and by labour.
1241. I suppose they find employment is scarce now, aud shoep farming is not so profitable, and necessity 
drives them on the laud ? That is so.
1242. Do you think the proposed railway would help you much ? I think it will help the farmers a great 
deal; thc country here is not adapted generally for sheep. A great many 'would turn to farming if they7 
had the means of getting their produce away.
1243. Supposing Inverell and Warialda produce more stuff than the western districts can absorb, what • 
are you going to do with the balance ? I think if there were a railway there would be more population in 
thc country to consume it.
1244. Are you aware that Inverell at the present time is producing double the quantity of produce which 
can be absorbed by tho north-western districts ? No, I am not.
1245. You have no doubt that the close proximity of Warialda to Moree would afford a good market for
Warialda, leaving Inverell to speak for itself ? Yes. .
1246. And you think that in the course of time it would quadruple the amount of cultivation? I am sure 
of it.
1247. Supposing the proposed railway be not made, but that one he made from Tamwortb to Manilla, do 
you not think you will still have the market? I do not think the Manilla line will be of any benefit to tho

• farmers generally. It is a long way to carry wheat to Manilla. I think it would be better to carry7 to 
Moree.
1248. If your produce should increase four-fold in the course of a few years, and the western market 
continues good, do you not think you could still continue to carry it there ? If we do not get a railway we 
shall have to try to, but we can do so much better with a railway.

. 1249. Would it benefit this district in any other way? I think it would in many ways ; for instance, if a
man like myself had Haifa dozen bullocks, or a few sheep to send away, he could send them.

Mr. Thomas Lawson, storekeeper, Warialda, sworn, and examined:—■
Air. 1250. Chairman.] I believe you are a member of the firm of Lawson & Co. ? Yes.

T. Lawson. 1251. How long have you been in business in Warialda? Ten years.
Have you ascertained the probable amount of imports aud exports from this district ? I can give 

8 Oct., 1896. yOU parfc 0f w|jat „-e gej; ^le town—not outside the district.
1253. Mr. Boherts.] Where do you get your merchandise from, as a rule ? Sydney or Newcastle, Of 
epurse we do not get flour and produce from there. 1254.
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3 254, Docs it come by any particular route ? "Via Tamwortb.
1255, Do you find it cheaper to bring it that way than by any other route ? Yes. _
125(5. What rate per ton do you pay for carriage ? It varies according to the class of goods. Third-class g
goods cost £7 3s. 9d. a ton to Tamwortb. We pay £3 a ton from Tamwortb to Warialda. That includes ' ’ 1
hardware, drapery, and boots. They compose the bulk of the stuff we carry. The other stuff—iron and
wire—does not cost so much, and we do not carry the same amount of it. Galvanized iron and wire
would cost us £5 3s. (id. to Tamwortb, and £8 3s. Kd. delivered here.
1257. Do you get your goods in largo quantities in order that you may get them at the lowest rate ?
Yes. Third-class stuff costs us a shade less than truck Jots—80s. less.
1258. Do you get your goods at any stated period during thc year ? Every month, and more frequently 
if we want them.
3259. 1 suppose that by that means you are able to take a large quantity ? Yes ; we send our own teams 
down and save time.
12G0. Do you give the carriers loading down ? Yot unless we have anything—a few skins ; but they go
down without loading, as a rule. * ,
12GL. Have you prepared any statement showing the quantity of goods coming in and out of the town ?
Wo have not much going outwards at present.
1262. How many other stores are there in the town besides your own ? Two large ones, and two or three 
small ones. I may state that we get about 310 tons of goods by rail from Tamwortb. The amount of 
wheat, corn, chaff, hay, potatoes, and Hour brought into the town is a little over 425 tons.. That amount 
conies into the town for consumption. In addition to that thc outside people buy their own stuff, I 
should think they will buy two or three times as much as the amount which comes into the town,
12G3, Could you form an estimate of the tonnage of goods supplied to people who do not do business 
with the storekeepers ? I could not. That information could behest obtained from the railway people.
12(54. You accounted altogether for 735 tons of goods of all descriptions other than wool? Yes.
12G5. Mr. Harper, of the Department of Eailways, estimates the amount at 1,000 tons ? Of course ho 
includes the outside stuff.
12G6. Have you formed any estimate of the passenger traffic at Warialda? Ho ; hut there will be more 
travelling by the railway, than travel by coach and other means at the present time.
12(57. Do the people about here travel to Sydney and other places ? Yes.
12G8. And 1 suppose a good many business people visit Wanalda ? Yes.
12G9. Having brought the goods into the store, where, as a rule, do they go to ;—how far docs thc 
influence of your business extend ? Up to about GO miles.
1270. In what direction? Principally north and north-west.
1271. If the railway should come here, to what extent would your firm be a customer? If tho freight
were satisfactory we should get all our goods by rail direct; it would bo a benefit to us in the saving of 
fime. •
]272. Are you large purchasers of agricultural produce—flour and wheat for instance ? We get through 
about 50 tons of flour and 125 tons of produce without pushing.
1273. Whore do you purchase it? Mostly in Inverell.
1274. What is the freight for flour from Inverell to Warialda? 25s. to 30s. a ton. Wo have paid £2
until recently. -
1275. Can you get flour more cheaply from Bingera and Inverell than from Adelaide? Yes.
127G. Is it ever necessary for you to get Adelaide flour? No. Wo get it from Inverell or Bingera, and 
we hope soon to have a mill here of our own.
.1277. Is business in a flourishing condition ? Yes, it is improving.
1278. Are those engaged, in agricultural pursuits doing well? Yes.
1279. Do you regard the district as a prosperous one ? I do.
1280. And it is not in any way decreasing ? No; it has a future before if. It has not developed in any ■
way yet. .... . .
1281. Do you think the railway will tend to its advancement in a marked degree? I do. It will give 
better facilities for getting produce away, and bringing stuff to the town.
1282. Does the market for Invcrell produce lie in this direction ? Yes, .
1283. You have no hesitation in saying that? Not the slightest; there is no market thc other way.
1284. Do you know the 1 nverell road ? Pretty well.
1285. Do you think it would he better, in the interests of the country, to bring the railway from Inverell 
to Moree than it would be to bring it from Inverell to Glen Innes ? J think it would be the most sensible 
line ever laid down.
128G. What is your principal reason for saying that? Because the market for Inverell is, without doubt, 
out west; there is no market anywhere else for Inverell stuff.
1287. llow many tons of flour come into Warialda for local consumption ? 150 tons. At the present
lime the bulk of lhat comes from Inverell. In the early part of the year it came from Bingera. It all 
depends on the rate of carriage,
1288. What is.the quality of the flour ? They are both about the same. I can sell one equally as wrell 
ns ihe other.
1289. Is (he Bingera or thc Inverell flour preferred by your customers ? No ; wc can sell one just as 
■well as the other.
1290. Is there much agriculture going on around Warialda now ? Yes, and there has been for the last 
(hreo or four years. 1,5500 acres of wheat arc in this year. Maize has also been grown.
1291. Have those who have made thc experiment reason to be satisfied with their venture? They are 
clearing more laud each year, and that is the best sign you can have ef success.
1292. Will large quantities of stuff bo trucked if thc railway comes here ? Yes.
1 2955. Where does the stock go lo now ? It lias to be travelled to Breeza for truckiug. It travels through 
Warialda to the trucks.
1294. Does most of thc wool go to 'Tamwortb ? Yes.
1295. Is that owing to the excellence of the road and thc probability of better feed being obtained upon
it ? The road is a good one; but I suppose they could land it more cheaply in Sydney thqt way than by 1 
any other. ‘ ■ ' 1
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1296. Does it suit them better to go that way than by way of Moree ? Some of tbe wool is going to 
Moree this year. All the wool going to Tamwortb now will, if the railway bo constructed, come here— 
that is, unless the freights are altogether too high.
1297. Assuming the rates to bo moderate, there will be a large quantity of wool goingto Warialda? Yes ; 
the whole of the wool will go.
1298. And there is every probability that thousands of sheep will be trucked here ? Yes.
1299. Mr. Blach.~\ You say you consider the proposed line to ho tho most sensible line which could be 
laid down, because it will provide a market for Inverell produce;—would you still say that if the 
estimated annual loss became for many years a burden on the consolidated revenue ? I do not think it 
could be a loss for long. It will ultimately do good. There is a large population in Inverell which has 
no easy market at the present time, and the people out west are not in a position to grow any tiling.
1300. Supposing all tho surplus products of Inverell are carried over the railway to the west, for con
sumption there, would the railway pay ? I think it should. I think it ought to be a paying line.
I30L. Do you mean that the products consumed by the people of Moree can be carried over 96 miles of 
railway, and make that railway pay ? I think so. If they can carry by team now, they ought to be able 
to carry better by rail.
1302. Do you think the line could pay when you know it is not possible for the Kailway Commissioners 
to land Sydney-purchased goods in Inverell as cheaply as they can be brought by way of Grafton and 
thence by road ? I think it is only third-class goods which are sent by way of Grafton. There is a lot 
of stuff which comes by the railway which could not be landed more cheaply by way of Grafton than by tbe 
railway. It will cost from .-£5 to £!j 10s. to land at Invcrell by Grafton ; and we can land third-class goods 
at 'Warialda from Grafton at £6 10s.
1303. Is there any product to the west which the people of Inverell would be likely to exchange their 
goods for ? That I could not tell you. It seems to be a pastoral country only.
1301. You never heard of any? iNo.
1305. Then, as far as Moree and Inverell are concerned, the traffic is likely to bo one way ? Except in 
regard to stock.
1306. Do you think the cereal products of tbe Invcrell district—in the event of production being largely 
increased here—could successfully compete in the Sydney market with products grown under more 
favourable circumstances in regard to railway proximity and rainfall? I think the distance to Sydney is 
too great.
1307. Mr. O'Oonnor.J You think that in the course of time, by means of increased trade and settlement 
the estimated loss on the proposed railway will vanish ? Yes.
1308. Chairman.] What is the estimated carriage from Tamwortb ? On third-class goods it is £3 per ton.
1309. Docs that apply to all classes of goods ? Yes,
1310. It costs you £7 3s. to land third-class truck lots here ? Yes.
1311. And it costs you £10 3s 9d. to land third-class ordinary lots? Yes.
1312. As matter of fact, is it not always convenient for a country storekeeper to have truck lots ? That is so.
1313. A fair proportion of your goods will cost you £10 3s. 9d. ? Yes, fully one-half, or more.
1314. Therefore, if yon get a train rate of £8 for a truck load, you will still be paying £1 a ton more than 
you are paying the other way ? Yes. Still we would be able to run tho stuff much more quickly. It takes a 
month from the time you send an order to tho time you laud your goods, which means that you have to 
carry heavier stock, and you could afford to pay a little more by rail in order to save the extra bulk of 
stock you have to carry.
1315. The third-class ordinary rate, to land at Warialda from Sydney by the proposed railway, would cost 
you £11 5s. 4d. per ton ? Tes, and now it costs £10 3s. 9d,; that is a difference of £1 Is. 7d.
1316. If that should prove to be thc case, the railway would prove of very little use in bringing goods 
to you ? It would bring a certain amount even on account of the saving of time in transit.
1317. Competition would still go on by the dray, more especially as a line is likely to be near you at 
Manilla;—in view of the figures I have placed before you, would or would not the railway get the traffic ? 
It would get a certain amount of it, I have no doubt; but I do not suppose it would get tbe whole of it.
1318. You are aware that in business the question of carriage is a most important item, and there are 
always incidental reasons why a little carrying should be done, and if there is a margin of £1 a ton in the 
carriage of goods it is reasonable lo suppose there would bo a considerable leakage from the railway? Yes.
1319. Do you not think that it is extremely probable that when there is a margin in favour of the dray 
traffic, at all events a certain proportion of that traffic will be continued? Yes, a certain proportion will.
1320. Could not very strong illustrations be given upon tbe road from Tenterfiehl to Grafton, and from 
Glen Innes to Grafton, where the dray traffic have been competing with the railways ever since they were 
opened ? Yes ; but they have had the water carriage too.
1321. Take Tenterfield as the most remote town in thc north, being 120 miles from the sea-board. You 
are situated 120 miles from Tamwortb. Tenterfield drays have been competing with the line ever since 
it was opened. Your outletis by way of Tamwortb; therefore, unless the Department of Railways can carry 
stuff from Sydney to Warialda at less than yon can get it from Tamwortb to Warialda, what will be the 
eft'oet ? The teams carry from Morpeth to Tamwortb at a lower rate than does thc railway even now, and 
still goods come by the railway.
1322. How long does it take a dray to come from Tamwortb to Warialda ? It varies—ten days, T think.
1323. Then, so long as the dray can compete in favour of the storekeeper, what will happen ? The dray 
will get a certain amount of traffic, but not the whole of it.
1324. You have referred to the importation of 150 tons of flour;—is that the importation of the whole 
district of Warialda? Ho ; only for the town.
1325. Would thc importation for thc town and surrounding district be 450 tons ? 1 think so.
1326. In that case your wheat now under crop would supply yourselves ? But we are increasing in 
population.
1327. But if you grow sufficient lo suiiply yourselves only, you will have none to export; consequently, 
the railway consideration does not enter into the question at all ? But if you grow more than you require to 
supply yourselves, the balance must go somewhere. There is every reason to believe a good deal more will 
be grown than we can ever use, unless something occurs which will bring further population into the town.
1328. You have 300 acres under wheat now, which will barely supply yourselves ; it will be a large
increase w'hieh will quadruple that? 1 suppose there must have been twice as much as that put in this 
year as last year. 1329.
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1329. You expect, then, that in the near future the wheat production of Warialda will be sufficient for 
local requirements, and that there will bo a surplus for exportation ? Yes.
1330. And so far as the statement made by one of the ■witnesses is concerned, it is evident there are other 
considerations which suit this purpose in carrying to Bingera, and that a market could be found in 
Warialda if necessary ? Yes.
1331. The mere fact of your having to pay 30s. a ton carriage from Inverell to Warialda will be so much 
more in favour of your cartage to Bingera for gristing purposes ? Yes.
1332. What do you pay for carriage to Bingera ? £1 a ton.
1333. 1 suppose you attach no value to the down-country markets, such as Newcastle and Sydney ? 
None whatever; thc distance is too far.
1334. You know that Xamworth compotes very largely for the western trade ? Yes, but they cannot 
compete with us. They have no market here now for wheat.
1335. Nor foranything else? No; thereisno trade between'J'amworth and Warialda except formerchandise. 
133G. Would you look for a trade as far as Narrabri and GunnedahP I do not think so. We should 
look more towards the Queensland border.
1337. Why do you attach eo much importance to thc Queensland border? They always do absorb the 
produce. It has always gone out there, and they have always consumed as much as was taken.
1338. Have you any idea of the amount of produce and flour sent to the Moreo town and district from all
sources every year ? No. '
1339. Would you be surprised to hear it is not half of what Inverell itself produces ? I do not think 
the calculation has been very good.
ISiO. You are aware that the population of the Moree district is limited ? Yes.
1341-2. Consequently thc consuming power is limited ? Yes,
1343. And the consumption of flour annually would be about the same, subject to its rational increase; 
but tbe consumption of fodder depends very largely upon tbe seasons. In a bad season a larger quantity 
will go in, while scarcely any will go in good seasons ? Yes; but of course when it is dry there is 
nothing else but feed.

'1344. Therefore, if Warialda and Inverell relied on the north-western market, they would And it would 
not be able to absorb their produce ? Yes ; but they have absorbed it so far.
1345. Supposing favourable climatic conditions there, they do not require any fodder at all;—what are 
you going to do with your surplus ? It cannot go the other w'ay. We cannot possibly compete with it. 
They can grow' produce to the south of Queensland more cheaply than it can be grown anywhere.
1346. You say, then, that under those conditions the market will bo an unfavourable ono, and other places
will have to absorb the produce ? Yes. ■
1347. Y ou are of opinion, however, that on the whole, the north-western district offers a very fair market 
for the produce of tho higher lands ? Yes, I am of that opinion.
1348. Mr. Clarke?^ Did 1 understand you to say that 450 tons of flour were consumed in Warialda and 
district? Yes.

Mr.
T. Lawson.

6 Oct., 1806.

Mr. -Tolm Shelton, grazier, "Warialda, sworn, aud examinee!:—
1349. Chairman.'] How long have you been living in this district? About twelve years.
1350. Is there any particular point which you would like to bring under the notice of the Committee ?
Mr. Lawson spoke of the consumption in the town and district. I think he has under-estimated thc 
consumption. So far as I can understand the railway rates to 'Warialda, I think there will have to be a 8 0ct-> 1886' 
reduction made before the railway can get the whole of the traffic. Of course, it will depend upon tho 
difference there between Tamwortb and Warialda or some point on the line.
1351. That is, if goods can be obtained from Tamwortb to Warialda more cheaply by road than by rail, 
they will come by team ? Personally, I prefer getting them direct from the railway if I am near it.
1852, Supposing the bullocks and the horses were fat, and you wanted 4 or 5 tons of loading, and your 
dray was doing nothing, would you not be likely to put the bullocks or horses in the dray and carry to 
Tamwortb, or would, you pay the cost of carriage by rail ? 1 think I would get my goods by rail. Of 
course, it all depends on the difference in the cost.
1353. But there are other reasons which govern one’s actions in these matters ? I think it will be a 
great advantage to myself and others to be able to send two or three trucks of fat cattle or sheep away 
if I have them.
1354. Then the great advantage the railway will be to yon will be in enabling you to move a few fat stock 
about? Yes.
1355. You set more value upon that than you do upon the carrying of your goods ? I set a certain
amount of value upon the carrying of goods. If the rates are the same, or even a little more, I would 
prefer the railway. -
1356. But if it comes to a difference of £1 a ton on your wire and salt, you would get them by thc road ?
Yes, a difference of £L a ton is too much. If, however, the difference is only 5s. or 7s. a ton, I should 
prefer the railway.
1357. Mr. O’Connor!] I suppose it is of great advantage to a man who has cattle to send to market to be 
able to send them by train? It is almost impossible to send them from here to Sydney by road.

Mr.
J. Shelton.

Mr. George Tree man, manager, Gournama Station, sworn, and examined:—
1358. Mr. Black!] How long have you been manager of the Gournama Station? Twelvemonths. Mr.
1359. Are you favourably disposed to the construction of tho proposed railway? I am. G. Fi-ecman,
1360. YVhat benefit do you expect to derive from it ? I think it will be a good thing for the district. As z— 
things are now, the Moreo railway is of no use at all, and it is of little use to the people further north. 8 Get., 189G. 
If the line were constructed to Warialda, we would get a lot of the Queensland wool as well as a lot of
the western wool.
1361. Do you not think that that would go to the railway at Moree in any case ? It might; but it would 
be nearer for a lot of it to come here.
1362. But if in any case it would go to the railway, how would its coming to Warialda increase railway 
receipts ? D: the rates were higher from Warialda than from Moree to Sydney it would increase them.

1363.
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Mr.
G. Freeman.

soetTisse

1363. If tliere lire no differential rates on the railway, the wool leaving Queensland on the dray, being 
already on the dray would not in preference be brought to Moree instead of to Warialda, where they 
would pay an increased rate ? It would depend on thc distance they had to bring it. If they had to 
carry it a lesser distance on thc dray thev would have to pav a lesser carriage ; therefore it cuts both ways.
1364. Do you think the difference of a few miles in road carriage would make up for a good many miles 
of difference on thc railway ? I think that a few miles on the black soil would make up for a lot.
1365. In what way would you make use of the railway? We send about 420 bales of wool away, and it 
would go from Warialda. As it is now, wc send it to Tamwortb. We can have the wool carted from 
Gournama to Newcastle at 6s. 4d. less than it can go by way of Moree.
13G6. Where is your holding ? Twelve miles north from here. I spent a lot of ray time on thc Barwon 
above Walgett, In 1SS4 it cost one station alone £S00 for fodder. In 1S93-4 and ’95 it cost Anglcdoon 
£1,500 for fodder which came from Armidale. If we had a railway the products would go from here and 
from the Inverell district. We are 120 miles from Tamwortb and 60 miles from Moree and yet we can 
hare our wool taken cheaper by way of Tamwortb than by way of Moree, That is owing to the bad road, 
It is difficult to take produce from here to Moree on account of the road.
1367. Does not that tell against your argument about the Queensland wool going from Warialda instead 
of Moree ? No; because if the line were constructed here, the wool would come here instead of going to 
Moree, because it is so dry there. I cau go within 24 miles of Warialda and find 16,000 acres of land equal 
to any agricultural land in Australia. The people owning that land are willing to let it on halves to farmers,
1368. Where would they find a market? Of course, it would come here eventually. If there were enough 
stuff’grown in the district mills would be started here and flour would, he made, and it would be taken on to 
thc Barwon. Nearly all the southern Queensland people get their flour from, and send their wool to Narrabri.
1369. There being a flour-mill here, and enough flour being made in the district for the use of Warialda, 
would lessen the estimate of the traffic on the railway, which is largely made up of flour carriage to various 
places over the line ? But they would he able to manufacture flour at Inverell and send it out also. We 
can fatten sheep here, but people cannot send them to market now because it is too far for the train.
1370. If you now send your wool to Tamwortb—120 miles by road—in preference to 60 miles to Moree, 
would you, if the railway came to Warialda, use the line from Warialda? Undoubtedly, and Talleroi 
station would do so also; butthey are this year sending their wool by teams to Morpeth, All that wool is lost,
1371. Is there any guarantee that they would not continue to send it to Morpeth ? Not if the rates were too 
high, If they have to cart it 120 miles by team, they might just as well continue another 50 miles to Morpeth,
1372. If tho railway came hero, how would you get your station supplies ? By rail from Sydney.
1373. By the truck load ? Yes.
1374. Supposing you could land them more cheaply here, even after the railway was constructed, via 
Tiimworth and thence by team, or via Grafton and thence by team, would you, in spite of that, get thorn 
by railway ? Yes ; we would get them by rail if it only made a difference of a few shillings.
13/5. If thc difference were £1 a fon you would not use the railway ? No ; 1 do not think so. It would 
depend on whether wo wanted our loading quickly or not.
1376. Is there much land at Gournama? We have 32,000 acres, and we have just exchanged 7,000 acres 
with the Crown which will be thrown open soon.
1377. Is it good agricultural land? Some of it is.
1378. How much of that land would be necessary for the support of one individual—the head of a family? 
Borty acres. They are living on that now. Any man can put in a crop of 40 acres and make a living 
out of it, that is if ho did other jobs as well.
1379. Where would he get rid of fins produce ? Ho could sell it to the storekeepers.
1380. Chairman.] Where are the people who are living on that amount of land ? Near the town.
1381. Mr. Black.] Supposing you cut up 7,000 acres in 40-acre blocks; that would settle about 170 
people ; you say that a man with a 40-acre block can live by selling his produce to the local storekeeper;— 
would the local storekeeper take the produce of 170 different people ? I suppose so.
1382. Mr, Roberts.'] Can you give me any information on the question of the trucking of stock from 
Warialda,? I think a lot of fat cattle would be trucked from here. People now sell them on the spot, 
because it is too far to take them to a railway. Station people come round and buy them.
1383. Would they come from the north of Warialda ? Yes.
1384. Are large quantities now going through Warialda to Tamwortb ? I should think that during the 
last six months 20,000 head of cattle have gone along here—not all fat stock.
1385. Do you know as a fact that 20,000 cattle have gone ? More or less. I know they have had to pass 
through Gournama.
1386. Mr. Clarke.] Are you aware that there is an export duty of £2 10s. per ton on Queensland wool, 
and would not that prevent it coming this way ? Certainly it would; but a new Government might come 
in and upset, that.

SAIUBDAT, 10 OCTOBER, 1896.
{The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Inverell, at 10 a.m.]

Jptreitti:—
CHABUES ALFRED LEE, Esq,,(Chairman).

The Hon. Charles Tames Roberts, C.M.G. Hen tit Clarke, Esq.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. Geoeue Black, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Moree to Invcrell.
Mr. Francis George Finley, Chairman, Local Land Board, Armidale, sworn, and examined :—

Mr. 1387. Chairman.]. How long have you been connected with this district? Eighteen to nineteen years.
F. Q-. Finley. 1388. Were you in residence in the Moree district for some time? Yes ; I had the administration of land 

r ""n matters there for a short time.
10 Oct., 189G. 1389, Have you a personal knowledge of the whole of the country which will he affected by the proposed 

railway ? I have a fair general knowledge of it. I have not been in the Moree district for thc last ten or 
twelve years, during which time I believe a considerable change has taken place; but I have a general 
knowledge of the district.
1390. How far docs your district extend west? Fourteen or 15 miles to Little Plain,

- 1391. And east? Twenty-five miles east of Glen Innes. 1392.
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1392. During your period of administration in the Inverell district, has the alienated land by way of con- „ « ,
ditional purchase aud other forms of alienation been held as hand Jide holdings, or in many instances for ' 
speculative purposes ? 1 do not consider there is any district where land is held more generally for bond jq Qct. 1Bgg
fide purposes than tho Inverell district. 1 do not believe any land is held for speculative purposes. '
1393. Consequently there has been a steady increase of bona jide settlement? There has.
1394. Is that likely to continue? Yes, as far as the unalicnated lands are concerned. Of course tho 
principal part of the district has been alienated, hut still tliere is a number of reserves being thrown open 
daily, and under the improved conditions of the present land laws they are being rapidly taken up as they 
are thrown open. The area of Crown lands now available in thc Invcrell district is very limited.
1395. Is it the policy of your Department to continue the conditional purchase alienation, ortho more 
recent forms—homestead and settlement leases ? The trend of the administration of the law now is to 
throw the lands open for settlement leases and homestead selection. The conditional purchase and con
ditional lease is still in vogue and is largely availed of.
1393. If it is intended fo throw open land for settlement or homestead, is it not the practice to reserve it 
prior to dealing with it in that form? Yes.
1397. Therefore it would not be available for conditional purchase? No; but there is a clause in the 
Act which does not prevent a man getting an additional conditional purchase, although it might be in tho 
proclaimed area for homestead selection.
1393. That would ho by a man who is already resident? Yes; it would not lead to original conditional 
purchases.
1399; Is tliere any fixed regulation which determines the area of settlement lease in this particular 
district ? No ; they are recommended by the District Surveyor, aud those areas are supposed to 
support a man and his family.
1409. Have you dealt with any settlement leases in the district? One or two. I think they are on the 
borders of thc G-lcn Innes and Tenterfield districts. A large number of homestead selections has been 
taken up here.
1401. Of what area ? Small areas. The land is considered verv good, aud fit for agriculture; hence 
the areas arc small. '
1402. ’What do you mean by small areas ? Prom 20 io 200 acres.
1403. Would tho Committee bo right in assuming that the laud likely to become available in this district
is likely to be dealt with in a maimer which will load to a largo settlement by reason of the small areas 
which will be offered? Decidedly—the land is so good in this district. Of course every area means an 
additional resident, and I think it will lead to a largely-increased population, esnecinlly if the lands are 
thrown open, "

. 1404. You have no reason to suppose that tho district, as far as settlement is concerned, is going back? 
Decidedly not. If there is any change at all it will be towards an increase.

Mr. Robert Howard. Secretary, Moroe-1 nverell Railway League, Invcrell, sworn, aud examined:— Mr.
l'J03. Chairman^] What is your occupation? I am a miller at Inverell. E. Howard.
1400. How long have you been in Inverell ? 1 have resided in llie Inverell district for nearly six years. Kfoct^isae
1407. I believe you are occupying a prominent position in connection with the Moreo-InvcrcII League? *’
I have done so of recent date ; formerly, Mr. McIntyre was tho Secretary, and when he left tho district,
I was duly appointed in his place at a public meeting held for tho purpose.
1403. I he Committee will be glad to hoar from von what evidence you have put forward citlier for or 
against the, proposed railway? I have a. statement prepared of tho estimated traffic and returns on the 
proposed line from Moree to Inverell, compiled by our Committee, which I will put in, as follows . —

Ustiiimlcd Traffic and Returns on proposed Line, Inverell to Moreo.

From Invcrell to Moreo

Between Inverell and Warialda to 
Moree and vicinity.

From Moree to Invcrell.

Estimated increase of traffic within 
two years of completion of line.

Flour or wheat, 100,000 bushels—2,500 tons at Ss. ....................... 1,000 0
Potatoes, chad, and other cereals, 1,800 tons at Ss................................ 720 0
Corn, 50,000 bushels—1,250 tons at Ss.........................    500 0
Hides, tallow, &c., 150 tons at 15s.......................................................... 112 0
Tin ore, 700 tons at 12s. (id...................    430 5
Miscellaneous, 150 tons at 17s. lid........................................................... 131 5
A\ ool from 240,000 sheep, at 15 bales per ) ,000, COO tons at 17s. fid. 525 0
Passenger traffic, 4,000 1st class passengets at 15s................................. 3,000 O

Ho. 2,000 2ml do. at 10s................................. 1,000 O
Live stock, 300 trucks at 30s.................................................................... 450 0
Mails..... . .................................................................................................. 700 0
Flour, maize, and other products, “00 tons at 7s................................... 245 0
Carriage on wool from 1,505,510 sheep, at 15 bales per 1,000 sheep,

4,500 tons at 15s................................................................................ 3,375 0
Hides, tallow, &c,, 200 tons at 10s............   100 0
Miscellaneous, 150 tons at 12s. Gd.........................................................  , 1)3 15
Passengers, 2,000 1 st class, to and fro at (is............................................. 000 0

Ho. 1,000 2nd do. at 4s........................................... 200 O
Mails .......................................................................................................... 500 0
Live stock, 3,000 trucks at 25s................................................................. 3,750 0
To goods for Inverell, 1,S00 tons nt 12s. Gd............................................. 1,125 0
Supplies to stations aud other consignees, SOU tons at 12s. Cd............... 500 0
Miscellaneous, 10(1 tons at 17s. Gd............................................................ 131 ft
Trucking stock........................................................................................... 500 0
Supplies to owners of 1,500,000 sheep and for town of Warialda and

district, being about 50 per cent, return loading, 3,000 tons at 10s. 3,500 0
Traffic on line within Moree district between western boundary of

Wanalda district and Moreo, wool aud generai goods ................. 500 0
Flour, ) ,000 tons at Ss............................................................................... 400 0
Maize, 300 tons at Ss.................................................................................. 120 O
Hay and chaff, 300 tons............................................................................. 120 0
(lenevul goods, 1,000 tons at 17s. Gd......................................................... S75 0
Passengers, 500 at 12s. Gd..................................................   312 0

3G6 (Vi—F
23,521 10 

1
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Mr. I have also an approximate return of stock within ike areas shown by tbe blue etching on a map which a 
R. Howard, witness will afterwards present. The return is as follows:—

10 Oct., 1896. Approximate return of stock within area shown by blue etching on map.

Owners. Sheep District* ■ Horses.i
Cattle. Sheep.

Large....................................... Warialda ........................................... 4,195 55,737 785,079
Small..... ......... .................. do ......... ............... .............. 8,491 17,613 720,461
Large ........................................ Moree ............................................. 1S2 9,350 155,440
Small........................................ do ....................................... 118 650 5,060

462 4,290 143,329
Small........................................ do ...................................... 4,410 89,97.1 87,695

It is estimated by our committee that the amount of wheat or flour which would go down to Moree from 
Inverell for consumption in the western market would he 100,000 bushels, or 2.500 tons.
1400. Do yon mean that that would be the direct traffic with M.oreo, or would it include thc intermediate 
traffic ? It is the direct traffic with Moree.
1410. That, you say, is equal to 2,500 tons ? Tes. I may state that the mill I represent turns out at
present about 1,000 tons of flour per annum. That mil! is running during the daytime only. If it were
running night and day it would turn out 2,500 tons. Thc production of wheat for the Inverell district,
according to the police returns for 1804-5, is 134,313; but for the electoral district of Invcrell i( is 
153,213 bushels for the same year.
1411. How far do the boundaries of the electorate extend ? I think to Little Plain on the west.
1412. Do you believe that return of wheat to bo correct? Tes ; it is obtained from the G-overnment 
Statistician's office.
1413. Would the whole of that wheat come to the town of Inverell to be gristed ? A small portion has, 
in some years, gone to Bingera—from Little Plain, for instance; but we do not estimate that that would 
occur if we had a railway from Inverell, because Bingera would be situated 28 miles from tbo railway. 
Consequently, it would pay the farmer belter to bring the wheat to Imcrell, grist il, and send it by 
railway to Warialda or Moree as tbe case might be.
1414. Do you know wbat proportion of wheat would go to Bingera ? I believe the quantity is so small 
that it would not be worth taking into consideration. At any rate, it would be small in the future. When 
the railway is constructed there will not be that, inducement to take wheat to Bingera.
1415. Do you think 5,000 bushels would go to Bingera ? 1 do not think any would go.
1410. How is the wheat usually disposed of ? Our own consumption in the Inverell district amounts to * 
something like 48,000 or 50,000 bushels per annum. There is a population in the electoral district of 
Inverell of close upon 9,000, and ] estimate 0 bushels per head for consumption.
1417. That would give you about 1,000 tons of flour ? Yes.
1418. And you think that would cover the consumption of thc Inverell electoral district? It would.
1419. What about the balance? Tho balance would be about 103,000 bushels. The greater part of our
flour which has gone out of the Inverell district during the time I have been hero has gone westward. 
Some has gone down to Goondiwindi. Jn the year 1893. the mill I represent sent about 00 tons to 
Goondiwindi which paid £1 a ton over ihe border; but since that—in 1894-95—wheat has been very cheap 
here, and in consequence millers were able to push their flour out a much greater distance than fhey 
could in a year like thc present, when, instead of wheat being bought for 2s. and 2s. 3d. a bushel, it 
averages from 4s. to 3s. (>d. 1 thiuk the estimate for the crop in Invcrell last year was something like
60.000 bushels, hut that was owing to an adverse season—thc only adverse season we have had since 1888. 
Tho whole of our surplus has practically gouc westward. On some occasions it has been sent eastward.
Por instance, Mr. Utz did not buy much wheat in Inverell this year. In some years he buys a good deal.
I believe be buys to tho extent of 20,000 to 30,000 bushels in some years, but if he can get his wheat 
cheaper in other markets he does not come to Inverell
1420. But had you a surplus last year? Tes, of about 10,000 bushels ; hut Mr, TJtz did not come to get it, 
because he could get it cheaper elsewhere. He obtained something like 5,000 bags, or 20,000 bushels, 
of Californian wheat. Inconsequence of Mr. Utz bringing this Californian wheat from .Newcastle, he 
could not sell tils flour in Glen Innes under £10 a ton, unless he lost money. As a consequence of that 
some flour lias gone from Inverell this year to Glen Innes, but not much. It has gone from the mill I 
represent, and I believe some has gone from Mr, Oliver’s mill. I believe some has gone as far as Armi
dale. 1 would like to point out the reason of that. Carriers trading between Inverell and Glen Innes 
have been taking return loading for as low as 10s. a ton, and we have got bran and pollard from thc mill 
J represent, up to Glen Innes as low as Gs. Sd, a ton, by carrier, return loading. 1 may say in explana
tion of that statement that that was done during the time the bridge was being built here. I think 
there was a good deal of competition, and that helped lo cut the price down considerably. The reason 
the carriers are able to carry so cheaply is in consequence of the low price of feed, corn, &c. It is not 
bringing more than Is. 3d. a bushel tins year. I may say that if we had a railway to Moree it would only 
cost us Ss. a ton to send out flour from Inverell to Moree. Consequently we could practically command 
that market. If we do not get the railway, we shall lose the market entirely, because our friends 
in Tamwortb can land their flour in Moree for about 14s. a ton, whilst we have to pay £2 and £2 5s. for 
road carriage. Therefore we are entirely shut out. It is not only Moree that we look at,hut tho whole 
of the western market. I have been given to understand that the line will probably go from Moreo to 
Mungindi or Colleymonglc. If the line does go to CoIIeymougle, we can probably send our flour there, 
and get it on thc Barwon; and it can go to Byrock or Bourke.
1421. Mr. Roberts^ Do you wish to infer that thc 103,000 bushels to which you have referred goes to 
Moree, or to Moree and districts beyond ? To Moree and districts beyond.
1422. Have 103,000 bushels annually left Inverell for Moree and the western districts? Ko; I think
40.000 or 50,000 has gone; but wo anticipate that, when wc get the railway, we shall bo able to compete 
with Adelaide. At present, Adelaide can land its flour in Moree 12s. a ton cheaper than we can.
1423. Chairman?, You are narrowed down now to a surplus of 100,000 bushels, equal to 2,000 tons of
flour ? Yes. 1424.



1411

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—RAILWAY FHOM MOIIEE TO INVERELL. 43

1424. You say the bulk of that goes west ? Yes. Mr-
1425. "What is tho next item ? Potatoes, chaff, and other cereals, 1,800 tons, Howard.
H2G. Docs that also go west, or to Moree only? It goes west. Of corn, the estimated traffic from
Inverell to Moree is 50,000 bushels, or 1,250 tons. In a dry season like the present there is a demand for 0 *
a greater quantity of corn than lhat in the western district, hut we strike an average, and say that 50,000
bushels will bo required annually. Of bides, tallow, &a , the estimated traffic from Inverell to Moree is 150
tons. 01 course, my pastoralist friends tell me I do not understand this subject much, but J know that
in seasons when sheep are cheap a great deal of hoiling-down is going on, and I bolieve a larger amount
than 150 tons of hides and tallow would be sent away annually. Then we have tin ore, 700 tons of which
we estimate will he carried. I understand that according to the returns of the Department of Eailways for
1894-0 this is the amount which was sent from Tingha. We already have a mine here in the Elsinore
district which has opened up a rich deposit of tin. From that and other sources we expect to keep the
output of tin up to the quantity J have stated.
1427. Is that the output now? It is, I believe. Then we have miscellaneous items, amounting to 150 
tons. There is also thc wool from 240,000 shoep within the district. We estimate fifteen bales to 1,000 
shoep, and the total comes to 000 tons. The sheep, according to the returns of Ihe Inverell district, are 
put down at 583,301. Thc next itom is the passenger traffic. We estimate that there will be 4,000 first- 
class passengers at 15s. per head, and 2,000 second-class passengers at 10s. a head.
1428. Where would these passengers go to? Between Inverell and Moree and Sydney, and other parts,
1429. But you are only calculating the value of them upon the proposed line ? Yes. Then we have live 
stock 300 trucks^ at 30s, a truck. That is calculated between Moreo and Inveroll. That, I think, is a 
very moderate estimate, J have learnt since the estimate was made that there would probably bo a greater 
amount. ^ Then we have mails, £700 per auniim. 'Tho charge for mail s is £12 per mile, aud that is the basis 
upon which we have reckoned it. The mails carried to the Morec-Inverell district total 2,200 tons annually.
1430. That is so far as Inverell and Moree are concerned;—now with regard to the trade between 
Invcrell and Warialda and vicinity? Between Inverell and Warialda and vicinity the traffic in flour, 
maize, and other products would he 700 tons at 7s. a ion. There will also be thc carriage on the wool 
from 1,505,540 sheep within the TVarialda district. It is estimated that the traffic in hides, tallow, &c., 
between Inverell and Warialda and the vicinity will be 200 tons ; miscellaneous traffic, 150 tons; 
passengers, 2,000 first class, and 1,000 second class. Then there will be live stock—3,000 at 5s. a truck.
Erom Moree to Invcrell there will be thc following traffic :—To goods for Inverell, 1,800 tons at 32s. Gd, 
per ton. Since the return was made up we have found that that is a very low estimate indeed. Thc 
official reports for the year 1891 state that tho traffic outwards and inwards west of Glon Innes was 5,112 
tons. We have only put down 3,800 tons,
1431. You are reckoning, of course, that these will be the goods seut through Moree in transit to Inverell.
Are you estimating that any portion of them will come from Moree ? I suppose tliere would he the 
ordinary traffic on tho line.
1432. What does Moree produce which she could send ? I do not suppose she produces anything which 
would come under that category.
1433. I only want to know whether you intend your estimate to include the transit of goods from Moreo?
I intend to include goods which would he imported into the Inverell district by way of Moree. Then we 
have_supplies to stations and other consignees, S00 tons at 12s. Gd. per ton. That would, of course, moan 
all kinds of station supplies obtained from Sydney direct by tbe owners themselves. Then wo have mis
cellaneous traffic 150 tons at 17s. Gd. per ton; trucking stock, £500 ; supplies to owners of 1,500,000 
sheep, and for town of TV arialda and district, being about 50 per cent, return loading, 3,000 tons at 10s, 
per ton.
1434. What do you mean by that ? It is estimated by pastoral!a's that for everv ton of stuff they send
out they import half a ton. ‘
1435. In the second item of thc Moreo to Invcrell estimate von refer to goods for Inverell—1,800 tons. ■
Then you say, supplies to owners of 1,500,000 sheep, and for" town of Warialda and district ? That would 
come to Warialda from Moreo.
1430. But have you not reckoned between Inverell and Warialda ? Wo have it from Moreo to Inveroll.
3437. You mean that which you have referred to to include the return loading in the shape of store goods,
&c. ? We mean tho supplies to refer to supplies to the owner of sheep in the Warialda district, and 
for the town of Warialda and district, being about 50 per cent, of the return loading. That would apply 
to the whole of the town and district of Warialda.
1438. What is the next item? Traffic on line within Moree district, between western boundary of Warialda 
district and Moree—wool and general goods, £500.
1439. You take credit for 1,500,000 sheep for Warialda? No; supplies for 1,500,000 shoep in the 
Warialda district.
1440. Then, you refer to the traffic on tho line within the Moree district;—would any of the 1,500,000 
sheep be included in the second estimate—that is, within the Moree boundary? I do not understand the question.
1441. You have 1,500,000 sheep in the district of Warialda? Yes.
1442. Then you estimate tho weight of the goods to bo consumed by the owners? Yos ; 3,000 tons.
1443. Then you say, “ Traffic on line within Moree district between western boundary of Warialda 
district and Moree—wool and general goods ?” Yes.
1444. And you put flour down at 1,000 tons ? That is in a lump sum. The traffic on the line within the 
Moree district is estimated at £500. Then we estimated the increase of traffic within two years of the 
compdction of the line, and we put flour down 1,000 tons at 8s. a. ton.
14,45That, 1 suppose, would mean from various points along the line between Invcrell and Moree? Yes : 
principally^ from Inverell, because flour is produced at Inverell. We put down the estimated increase in 
the traffic in maize within two years of the completion of the line at 300 tons ; hay and chaff, 300 tons; 
general goods, 3,000 tons; aud passengers, 400. ’
1446. What docs that bring tho total tonnage to ? I have not the amount of the tonnage.
1447. Eoughly speaking, it would be about 21,000 tons. I have not added it up myself, aud the money 
Tfiluc of the freight to the railway would he £23,521 lOs ? Yes ; lhat ia tho money value.
1448. Did you give any statistics to thc Department of Railways when Mr. Harper was collecting infor
mation with regard to the line? No; but I bolieve tho late secretary, Mr. MTntyre did. I know they 
were together. Mr. MTntyre was the secretary to the league at that time. 1449,
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Mr. 1419. Do you think lie was competent io give reliable information? Yes. _ _
B.Howard. ^4,30. Do you think any information bo gave could be relied upon? 1 think $o.^ He might be in error, 

nwvi^iflQR course, in the same way as any other man might. 1 do not take it upon mysoll to say that any informa- 
■ b' tion was given by Mr. 'McIntyre. ... ,

1451. Do you know of any other person who supplied Mr. Harper with information? 1 do not; I only
heard that Mr. Harper was here. _ _ , .
1452. If your estimate of traffic is 200 per cent, in excess of Mr. Harper’s estimate, which do you think is 
likely to bo correct ? Of course the Department of Railways is guided by thc experience of other lines, but 
I think they always keep themselves well on the safe side.
1453. There is a discrepancy betw'een your figures aud those of Mr, Harper to the extent of over £7,000
a year? Yes. ,
1454. Hut you have taken into consideration an estimated increase of traffic in two years amounting to
about £2,000? Yes ; I think it is generally understood that the Department, makes a practice of under
estimating. I wish to point out that a considerable amount of settlement would naturally take place 
along the proposed line, as there is a very large quantity of unalienated land, which will soon be thrown 
open. *
1455. Have you any other figures to add to those which you have already given ? I have a return to 
which I should like to call attention. It is as follows:—
Statement showing tenure and acreage of lands, within 15 miles on eitlier side of the proposed railway—Moree to Inverell.

Nature of Tenure. Acreage.
................................ 310,300

Conditional purchase ...........................................................
,, lease ...................................................................

Reserved..................................................................................

................................. 336,300
...................... 135,450

................................. 359,170
. 220.o00

................................ 4,233

................................ 7,300
Crown lauds available for settlement ................................. .......................... 270,SSO

145G. "Who supplied these figures ? They were supplied from the Lands Department through Mr. 
Cruiekshank, from official documents. If the line were made to Glen Innes it^ would practically pass 
through four large estates having no land available for settlement, -whereas on a line between Moree and 
Inveroll there will he, within 15 miles on either side, between 800.000 aud 900,000 acres of Crown land of 
which no less than 359.000 acres are reserved laud. Taking an area of about 30 miles from thc line on 
the south, and to the Queensland border on the north ; there are no less than sixty-two runs containing 
something like 3,000,000 acres of Crown land, ail of which would be affected by the railway. _
1457. Have you any other documentary evidence to give ? 1 should like to state that in connection with 
the Moree railway a petition was presented some months ago to the Secretary tor Public Morks. That 
petition contained over 1,100 signatures, and represented every interest in the district, and it prayed for 
the construction of the proposed line. J have referred to the ilour mills in Inverell before, but 1 wish to 
say here that two fully-equipped roller flour mills are in Inverell. They contain the most modern machinery 
and appliances, and were erected at a total cost of about £10,000. They are capable of treating 250,000 
bushels of wheat per annum ;—that is, running day aud night; or about 5,000 tons. The league desire to 
urge upon the Sectional Committee the advisability of considering the unusually heavy handicap which 
the producers of this district will sustain if they do not obtain railway extension to the west. As I have 
already stated, it will enable Tamwortb to supply the western market at the low rate of 14s. a ton, com
pared with onr rate of £2 from Inverell to Moree. If the line were constructed—the distance from 
Narrabri to "Walgett being about equal—we -would have tho advantage of being in a position to supply 
the latter district, which is an extensive one. The large excess of area west over east, amounting to the 
large number of 9,991,030 acres, will, uo doubt, provoke a sincere desire on the part of the Committee 
to recommend and Parliament to afford railway facilities, in order that settlement may take place,
1458. Do we understand that you are depending upon Moree, west of Moree and north of Moree— 
what wo may call the Moree district, or the western district—for tbe absorption of the produce of which 
you have already given a return ? With regard to the wheat;—I believe it would absorb that now.
1459. I suppose it would be fair to take your figures as to exportation, making a total of 6,250 tons ;—
are you depending upon the western district to absorb that, or do you intend to convey the idea that you 
may find a market on the railway lino on Moree towards Narrabri, or do you intend us to understand that 
the western district alone can absorb this amount of produce? We probably could supply some of the 
market further west. _ _
1460. But do you think the western districts will absorb 6,250 tons ? I think so. I am given to under
stand that the present traffic is represented by 90 tons per week, butl do not know of my own knowledge.
1461. If that district were capable of absorbing the quantity you have mentioned, of course population 
would have to increase there to enable the extra quantity which you estimate will be exported there within 
two years of thc opening of the railway to he consumed? Yes; hut the district is an enormously wide 
and scattered one.
1462. But the population would have to increase in order to absorb 1,000 tons more fiour, 300 tons more 
maize, and so on ? I believe there is a large increase of population going on there.
1463. You understand that there will be an increase of population ? Yes; but we would not consider 
ourselves excluded from the Sydney market. We could send wheat there for 41 d. per bushel.
1464. At the present low rate for the carriage of wheat to Sydney, do you think you would be able to
send wheat or fiour there at a profit? I do not think wc should suffer under any greater disadvantages 
than some other parts of thc Colony—Eiverina, for instance. _
1465. You are aware that if tho line bo constructed it will be tbe longest in the Colony—511 miles from 
Sydney ? Yes.
1466. The Great Northern line to Glen limes is about 420 miles from Sydney ? About 422 miles.
1467. The gap between there and Inverell is 52 miles ? Yes.
14G8. Supposing it became a question of sending your produce, which would stand exportation, to Sydney, 
would it not be cheaper for you to get it over the shorter length of line ? It would be to our advantage 
to the extent of about Is.—for a 6-ton truck, bv way of Glen Innes—that is all.

' 1469.

t
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14G9. That is 2d. per ton ? Tes. Then we understand, thc country being flatter, the Hallway Commis
sioners will carry the produce cheaper by way o£ Moree, and over the mountainous route the other way.
14/0, I think you ought to be informed that the Commissioners say that upon the present estimate of 1nn . 1fiQP 
traffic, and with present rates the line will show a loss of £2,800 a year. If tliere is any departure made c * ‘
from the rates upon which those calculations have been based it will increase the annual loss f Of course, 
that is a question for the Department of Itailways themselves to consider. "What we want to do is to test 
these figures, and to see if they are correct, ami also to see whether access can be given to the district, 
which everyone admits ought to be connected with tho railway system somenhere. Ton see the difficulty.
Instead of gradually reducing the estimated lot, a reduction of the rates will increase it unless the quantity _
carried very largely increases. Of course, we rely upon a very large increase in the quantity, which would 
fully make it up. ' '
1471. "What is thc rate of carriage on flour between here and Glen Innes? By carrier 10s, a ton,
1472. And the rate from here to Moree? £2 and £2 5s. a ton.
14’78. Is thc rate tho same for chaff and maize ? Tes ; I believe the same rate applies.
1474l Jlfr. JBIack] 1 understand you to say your figures are based on last year’s traffic between Inverell 
and Moree ? Tes.

^ave l011 compile(l the quantities ;—is it purely an imaginary record, based on the production 
of the district mid the probable consumption of the Jloree district? Tes ; the Moree district has a 
deficiency of 05,000 bushels of wheat, and if we get the proposed line, then we know perfectly well we can 
supply it against any competitors.
14/6. "Where did you get your figures with regard to the number of sheep in the Warialda district?
Through our Member, from the Chief Inspector of Stock.

^ ?ee ^ie re^:llrn refers to M arialda and vicinity ? Tes ; it includes the surrounding country.
1478. I have the "Warialda return, and your return exceeds it by 500,000 ? I think the area extends for 
30 miles lo the Queensland border, aud 30 miles in a southerly direction,
1479. Ton mako up a very large proportion of your return by giving 50 per cent, of return loading in the
shape of supplies to the owners of 1,500,000 sheep P ----
1480.. In. making that statement, in which you appeared to assume that the owners of stations get all their 
supplies independent of local storekeepers, have you taken into consideration the quantity of supplies 
winch would be brought into the district by storekeepers ? "We do not imagine that all the station supplies 
would be got other than from storekeepers, 11
1481. Tou must have done so, because you say that the owners of 1,500,000 sheep will have 50 per cent,
of return loading assuming that is a correct estimate you imagine that all their goods will be obtained 
toco V carrfe^ fm- the line whether they come to the storekeeper or to the squatter.
1482. JSo ; but if you calculate that the squatters are going to bring up all their own supplies, and you
make no reduction from tho supplies obtained from the storekeepers on that account, you double a certain 
amount of supplies carried over the line, and to that extent you give an incorrect estimate and swell 
your return ? I cannot see that. "
1483. Ton estimate that there will be a certain quantity of hides and tallow carried between Inverell and 
Moreo, and Invcrell and Warialda;—do you not think they are able to produce all their hides and tallow 
in tliat locality ? Tes, but the hides and tallow from Inverell and Warialda would be carried over the line.
1484. To where ? Tor exportation to Sydney. ’
1485. But you do not say to Sydney; -you say “ from Invcrell to Moree, and from Invcrell to Warialda ?
Wc assume that they will he exported.
1486. Why arc the people of Warialda going to import hides and tallow of the freight value of £100 per 
annum from the people of Inverell. "What possible use can they have for them ? I do not know.
1487. Chairman.'] I think you said in reply to a question of mine that your estimate of freight although 
the heading of your return shows that freight to be from Inverell to Moree, or Warialda to Moree, was 
in regard to the freight at those particular points—that the articles were consumed there or passed, 
through m transit to other markets ? That is so.
1488. Mr. Black.] Do you assume that if you had direct railway communication with Sydney the whole
of the supplies of your storekeepers and station owners woiild go by rail? Tes, if the railway com
missioners carried them as cheaply as they can bo carried by other routes. J
1489. To what other routes do you refer f Grafton, for instance.
1490. Do you not think it is a strain on the imagination to suppose they will do anything of the kind?
Ot course they will conduct their business in their own wav. and it is not for mo to say what they might 
do. They might make special differential rates. j &
1491. Do you not know that Glen .Innes is connected by rail direct with Sydney ? I do.
1492. Do you not know that the Eailway Commissioners do not carry goods to Glen Innes as cheaply as 
they can bo carried there by other routes ? I have been given to understand that they do not
1493. Why should you suppose that they would make au exception in favour of Inverell ? I suppose
they would do so m order to get thc traffic. ‘
1494. Why is it that they do not do it in order to get the traffic in the case of Glen Innes. Is not that 
tralhc as important for the Bail way Commissioners as is the traffic of Inverell ? But I understand that 
the Bailway Commissioners estimate that the working expenses of a line to Glen Innes will be greater 
than the working expenses of a line via Werris Creek and Moree to Inverell, because the country is
Hatter and there are not the grades to contend with. J .
1495. The expenses, no doubt, axe greater, but still there is a profit on all traffic carried over the line.
1lC,.SrrtC1, “ie !HnoUnt Daffie, the leas, proportionately, per pound, is the expense ? Tes, of course.
1496. Is it not a fact that a great proportion of your Invcrell goods is now brought via Grafton ? No •
1 do not think a great proportion is. ’
1497. How do you get them ? By rail to Glen Innes.
1498. What proportion do you think is brought by rail to Glon Innes ? I am not in a position toanswer. 1
1499. Then how can you say definitely that a great proportion comes from Glen Innes:—can you sav 
whether two-thirds, one-half, or onc-fiftieth comes from there ? I should say two-thirds do
1500. Have you any figures to support that statement ? No.
1501. When you imagine that the storekeepers, station-holders, and farmers of Inverell will bring the 
whole of their Sydney-purchased goods, in the event of thc railway being constructed, via Moree—which

would
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j 'wou^ putting R severe strain upon their patriotism ; are you aware that it has heen estimated that 
. owar . t;jle average COf5i; 0f carrying goods over the line from Sydney to Inverell would be something like 

KVOet^ieaG ^s‘ Per ^on—^a> uniess some differential rate is established ? I havo heard so.
’’ ’ 1502. jAt what cost can goods be landed in Sydney via Grafton ? I have heard it stated that they can be

landed as low as £4 15s. a ton in Inverell.
1503. \Vbnld £4 5s. to £5, according to varying circumstances be a fair average ? I suppose it would.
1504. Do you think the Commissioners could successfully compete? If the Kailway Commissioners 
cannot construct railways to compete with road carriage thc best thing to do would be io shut up shop 
mid give the traffic over to the carriers.
1505. It is a certainty tho Railway Commissioners cannot compete with water-carriage over a short 
distance, and then with land carriage by teams, as against a rather circuitous railway route—that is so far as 
the matter of monetary payment is concerned. The question is whether the saving in time in the carriage of 
goods direct by rail, will bo any compensation to those who obtain goods from Sydney;—do you think the 
saving of a fortnight or thereabouts in bringing goods direct from Sydney will sufficiently counterbalance 
an extra cost of carriage to the extent of £1 per ton and upwards ? No doubt it would for a large per
centage of goods—that is for goods required quickly. No doubt those would be obtained by rail oven if 
they cost £1 to £1 10s. per ton more. 'With regard to hulk goods, the storekeepers would get them by 
the cheapest route.
1506. I see you have provided in your estimate for increased traffic at the end of two years ? Yes.
1507. How do you arrive at your figures ? We assume that there would be a considerably larger area 
under cultivation if the lino be constructed than there is at present, and we look for an increase of traffic 
on that account.
1508. But with such assumption of increased production you must also assume an increased consumption 
somewhere else;—is your imagination equal to making two such assumptions ? I do not see that it would 
he impossible for a miller bore to send flour to Newcastle—sometimes at any rate.

, 1509. But you think it would be possible for him when it arrived there to compote with flour made in close 
proximity to Newcastle ? Probably not under a freetrade tariff.
1510. Do you think you could have a protectionist tariff which would shut out the flour of Tamworth 
from selling in Newcastle;—is that the sort of protectionist tariff which you are in favour of ? Ido not 
think Tamworth can compete with this district for one moment.
1511. Putting aside the competition of Tamworth, do you imagine you are going to have a duly imposed 
on flour for the purpose of protecting Inverell against the outside world? Probably at some future time, 
for protecting the Colony against the outside world.
1512. Deducting the estimated increase at tho expiration of two years, your total estimate of traffic will,
1 presume, be £22,194 10s. ? Yes, about that.
1513. Mr. O'Connor^] In the estimate you have prepared, have you taken into consideration the receipt 
of any produce from the east—say for 10 miles towards Glen Innes ? Yes.
1514. Do you not think that any intelligent man can ascertain where the goods coming to this place are 
consumed ? Certainly we can. There is a considerable trade between Glen Innes and Inverell, and 
between Grafton and Invcrell as well. Por instance, sugar comes up from Grafton.
1515. Do you know the country between Inverell and Moreo? I know it as far as Warialda.
1516. What is your opinion about the quality of the soil ? My opinion is—and T have had the experi
ence of a man long resident in Victoria—that there is no better soil, either in South Australia or Victoria, 
than we have in this district.
1517. Are you aware that there is a considerable quantity of land to be thrown open for selection during
the next two or throe years ? Yes. .
1518. Is it your opinion that it will be availed of? Most decidedly. The last time any land in Moree 
was available it was simply rushed.
1519. Have you a mill ? I am employed by Mr. Taylor, tbe owner of the mill. We have two roller flour
mills going here.
1520. If the proposed line be constructed would it be possible for a man to erect a mill between here and 
Moree ? Of course it would. The millers buy tbe produce from the farmers, and grind it into flour, and 
then distribute it.
1521. 1 suppose that what could be done in Inverell, could he done in Warialda? Yes: if they can 
successfully grow wheat tliere, but wc in Inverell do not think they can do so year by year.
1522. Could they establish a mill at Little Plain ? Yes.
1523. The difference of carriage from there to Sydney then would he little less than from Inverell to 
Sydney ? I suppose so.
1524. And that would enable the district to compete more successfully with thc Sydney market ? I should
think so. "

• 1525. Mr. Roberts.’] In the event of tho line being constructed, how far eastwards—that is, in the direc
tion of Glen Innes—would the people be served by it? I should think for half the distance. They 
would be tbe best served people in the Colony. They would have a railway 21 miles on one side and 21 
miles on the other. '
1626. What is the distance from Inverell to Glen Innes by road ? Forty-two miles.
1527. Would 21 miles be regarded as a fair distance for a farmer to bring bis goods to market? A good 

• many bring their goods as far as that already,
1528 Is it not generally understood that 12 miles is about the distauec a farmer would bo expected to 
travel? A good deal of the thickest of the farming community lives within that distance of thc towns ; 
but we have farms in tbe'district fully that distance away from Inverell.
1529. And yon think, if the line were constructed, people half the distance between here and Glen 
Innes would be well served by the railway, and the other half would probably send their produce to Glen 
Innes ? Yes.
1530. Have you seen the estimate of traffic over tho proposed lino as prepared by Mr. Harper ? I believe 
I saw it published in the local press.
1531. Are you aware that the total revenue from all sources is estimated to amount to £13,422 ? Yes.
1532. How would your figures compare with them. I want you to leave out for a moment any future 
traffic. Can you let me have your estimate ou the same basis as Mr. Harper—that is, in regard to

existing
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existing traffic ? Our estimate would only be £7,000 more under those conditions, and T think, as 1 said Mr. 
before, that the railway officers generally keep about 10 per cent, below what they think the traffic will R'Eowar<i-
amount to. IfTocf^lSSe
1533. But wbat have you put down for increased traffic—assuming the railway to be constructed—for two '* '
years ? About £1,?00 per annum.
1534. "What would that leave so as to compare the figures with those of Mr. Harper ? It would leave a 
difference of £7,000.
1535. Then, in your opinion, the estimate of Mr. Harper has been greatly understated? I think so,
■judging from what 1 know of the district and its capabilities.
1536. Jf your estimate were realised the line would prove a paying one instead of a losing one ? Just so.
1537. Cau you tell me where the 153,213 bushels of wheat produced in the Electoral District of Inverell
go to now ? The greater part is ground into flour in Inverell, A little sometimes goes to Bingera. '
1538. Where does the Hour go ? All about the district—Tingha, Bundarra, Warialda, Moree, and some
times to Goondiwindi.
1539. How much goes to Moreo ? A large percentage—about eight-tenths of it probably. I have no 
actual figures. In July and August of the present year over 100 tons were sent from the mill 1 
represent.
1540. Where was it sent to ? To Moree.
1541. And from Moree it is, I suppose, distributed to districts west or north-west? Thc millers dispose 
of it to the storekeepers, and they dispose of it to their customers in the ordinary way.
1542. What is the freight to Moree at thc present time ? £2 5s. per ton.
1543. And if thc railway were constructed the freight would be 8s, per ton ? Yes.
1544. Therefore, from your point of view, it, is fair to assume that if such a large quantity goes to Moree
and districts paying a freight of £2 per ton, tho demand for Moree and districts to thc west will be very 
largely increased when the freight is only Ss. a ton? There is no doubt it would. We could practically, 
as 1 say, possess that market against any competitor. '
1543. Is the population to the west of Moree sufficiently large to cause such a large demand for wheat 
and flour ? There is a deficiency in wheat equal to the amount we have for exportation now—at least equal 
to tho amount tve had for exportation in 1894-5.
1546. Is that thc best market you have—that is, to the west of Inverell? Yes ; it always has been.
1547. Does any produce go to Queensland? Yes; wb sometimes send flour to Goondiwindi. In 1893,
60 tons wont from the mill 1 represent to Gooinliwindi.
15-18. By which route docs that go? Via Gramm and down to Goondiwindi from Inverell. The distance 
is over 100 miles.
1549. Docs it go all the way by team ? Yes ; and it pays a duty of £1 per ton on the Border.
1550. Mr. /Jlack.] If you had a railway, would any more go in that direction? I think so most decidedly.
1 do not see how Queensland could compete with us down towards tho border.
3551, But if you had thc traffic how would the lino aid you? Since the line has gone from Narrabri lo 
Moree wo have not got thc traffic. Wc cannot compete with them. It is the general opinion of the 
agriculturists of the district that if the proposed line be not constructed they must lay their implements ui) 
to rust.
1552. If thc line were constructed from Glcu Innes, would it bo tho means of causing a largo amount 
of Invcrell produce to fiud its way to Queensland ? Ido not thiuk so.
1553. Is not thc wheat on the Darling Downs somewhat uncertain, owing to the uncertain rainfall? It 
is uncertain, no doubt, hut generally they get a fair crop, and they have a vast area under cultivation— 
equal lo tho whole of New England, therefore, wc could not hope to compete with them via Glen Innes.
1554'. Is there any wheat going there at the present time—say as far as Toowoomba ? I do not think so.
1555. And you do not thiuk auy would go if a line were constructed from Invcrell to Glen lunes ? I do 
not think so. 1 think they grow pretty well sufficient for tlieir own requirements.
155G._Do you prefer the proposed route to any other which has heen suggested? I do. I know from 
experience where most of the fiour has gone from the mill I represent.
1557. You base your opinion principally upon the belief that a market for Inverell produce is to he found 
to tho west ? Most decidedly, 1 do.
1558. It has been, I believe, generally admitted by the various Committees that havo inquired into the 
desirableness of connecting Inverell with the railway system of the Colony that such connection should 
take place ? Yes ; I believe that has been admitted for many years.
1559. The next question to decide is, in which way the connection should take ill ace ? Yes. That is 
not a very difficult question on the part of the inhabitants, for 1 think two-thirds of them are in favour 
of tho Moree route.
1500. Has the line from Inverell to Guyra many adherents at thepresout time ? Notin Inverell. There 
arc some in Tingha. J daresay, however, there are many people in Invcrell who would prefer that route to 
tho one to Glen Innes.
3 561. Opinions are divided as to tho Moreo lino or tho line to Glen limes ? I do not think there is much ’ 
contention about it. Our friends on the other side contend that there is, hut on every occasion on which 
ihe opinion of tho people has been taken they have been badly beaten.
1562. Mr. O’Connor.'] You ought to liavo tried the referendum ? We did, at a public meeting.
1563. Mr. Roberts^] How far west do you think the first-class agricultural land which would he likely to 
bo benefited by the railway exists? It would not all he fit tor wheat-growing on the other side of 
Warialda, but from Inverell to Warialda it is good wheat-growing land in a fair season. But even at 
Warialda they cannot grow as much wheat on an average as we do in Inverell, because they do not net 
the rainfall.
1564. The best country in that direction is, I believe, within 20 miles from here ? Yes ; the best agri
cultural country is. Of course, there is some splendid pastoral country.
1565. Then if the line were constructed it would serve 20 miles of first-class country west, and 21 miles 
east towards Glen Innes? Yes ; 1 flunk so.
1566. Do you think a very large area of land would be put under cultivation if tho lino wore constructed ?
T'es ; wo havo witnesses who can prove that, aud who have stated in writing the increased amounts they 
are willing to put under cultivation.

1567.
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Mr. 1567, What is thc average yield per acre ? In 1804-5 it was IS bushels per acre. That is the average 
R. Howard. for the police district, but for the Electoral District it would be more, because there are larmiers who 

can prove that they havo grown as much as 40 bushels of wheat fo the acre. _ _
10 ct, 89G. What would be the average? The average given by the Government Statistician is 18 bushels.

1569. Is a large amount of wine produced in the district? There is. _ _
1570. Have you any figures to show the area of laud under vine-culture? I believe another witness has.
1571. Do you think the cultivation of the vine is in any way hindered by the want of railway communica
tion? I believe there is an enormous amount of wines stored in the vineyard actually "waiting for a 
railway to take it away. _
1572. I believe the soil, in addition to being so remarkably fertile for the production of "wheat, is also 
suitable for the production of fruit ? Tes ; all kinds of English fruit grow here to perfection. _
1573. Are you able to find a market for it? Yes ; a market has been found west for it until the line was
epened from Narrabri to Moree. People who took fruit there now find that the Moree market is inun
dated witli fruit from Sydney. _
1574. Are you able to sav that, if ihe line were constructed, it would pay you to send fruit to the Sydney 
market ? II do not hope for that. I do not think so.
1575. I understood you to say jnst now that, if the line were constructed, you felt sure you could compete
with Tamworth in supplying flour and wheat for the Sydney market; will you explain what causes^you 
to come to that conclusion ;—does your district produce more per acre than what Tamworth docs ? I 
think so. That is one reason, but we would enjoy an advantage of 20 per cent, in the railway rates on 
the up-journey towards Sydney, whereas if a Tamworth miller sent his flour to Moree, he would only 
enjoy that up-rate advantage as far as Werris Creek. Then he would ho proceeding from Sydney, con
sequently he would be at a disadvantage of 20 per cent. _
1576. In making out your estimate of traffic, did you consider the probability of getting any traffic from
Bingera ? Tes; the area we took in certainly included Bingera. _ _
1577. Chairman.] It is included in f ho Warialda estimate? Yes; it is only 28 miles from Bingera to
Warialda. _
1578. Afr. Roberts^] How far is Bingera from Inverell ? Porly miles, I think.
1579. Mr. Clarke!] How much flour has been sent to Moree within the last twelve months ? I could not
give you an accurate estimate, because I am not acquainted with tho operations of the other mills, but I 
should think our mill sent 500 tons. _
1580. Can you say what the other mills sent? I could not say definitely. _
1581. Can you give any idea of the quantity of produce, such as chaff, bran, make, and other kinds of horse-
feed, sent from Inverell to Moree within the same period ? 1 am given to understand that there has been 
an average of 90 tons per week, but other witnesses will prove that. _

. 1582. I notice you have given a larger estimate than Mr. Harper of goods which will probably be carried 
over the line ? That is so. _
1583. The difference between Mr. Harper and. yourself is nearly £10,000 ? Yes ; but we take into con
sideration the enormous advance which will be made in the district.
1584. .It is generally understood that the Government officials—particularly Mr. Harper—give the most 
favourable consideration in regard to ihe amount of the traffic which is likely lo be carried over any 
proposed new line of railway? Brora thc Eailway Commissioners’ point of view, I believe they do,
1585. And your estimate is far in excess of the Departmental estimate ? .lust so.
J5S6. If thc line were constructed would much traffic come from Moree and north-west of Inverell ? I 
should think so. Tliere would he a passenger traffic, for instance. There would be traffic from Sydney 
via Moree. _
1587. What is your opinion with regard to the passenger traffic ? I think I have already given it as
4,000 first class, and 2,000 second class, with a revenue of £693 15s. _
1588. Would you be suprised to learn that Mr. Harper's estimate is only £600 per annum ? But with 
our local knowledge we take a more sanguine view of thc matter than does Mr. Harper.
1589. Would you he surprised to learn that we have had evidence at M orec to the effect that the quantity 
of flour and other produce obtained from Inverell for Moreo and district is only about 1,850 tons per 
annum;—your estimate is 6,550 tons ? Yes; but that may apply only to the amount obtained by the

' witness who gave the evidence. '
1590. No; it was evidence in regard to thc absorption of produce by tbe whole of the Moree district? We
are certain it is wrong, because tliere is a deficiency of 95,000 bushels in the district, which means 2,000 
tons of flour. _ _
1591. Your estimate is greatly in excess of the one to which I have referred? Tho deficiency to which I 
refer applies to the two districts of Narrabri and Moree.
1592. But your statement is in regard to Inverell to Moree ? When I say Moree, I mean the western 
district.
1593. Narrabri is not fo the west ? But it is in the western deficiency.
1594. What is the rate of carriage from Grafton to Invcrell? About £4 15s. is the lowesti have known.
1595. Is there a large production of various kinds coining from Grafton to Inverell ? I think so. There is 
a good deal in the heavy class of goods, sugar for instance ; but I do not think there are any general store 
goods.
3596. In the event of the railway being constructed, do you think it would be possible for the railway to 
carrv as cheaply as you can by sea to Grafton, and thcncc by team to Inverell ? It would if thc Eail- 
wav'Cominissioners were willing to make such differential rafes as would apply to Inverell, which would 
get the traffic.
1597. But you would not expect them to make differential rates exclusively for ihe benefit of Inverell ? 
Thev havo done so in other parts in the past. They do it now, T believe, with regard to Gfen Innes. You

' can get goods lauded more cheaply iu Glen Innes than you can in Armidale, and there is a differencG
of 09 miles.
1598. Do you know that the annual loss on the proposed lino will be £2,800 per annum ? Yes ; but wo 
do not think there will lie any loss at all.
1599. You think that ultimately, if the lino be constructed, the loss will be diminished ? It will diminish 
altogether in tbe first Year.

1600.
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1600. And the line will ultimately pay ? I believe it will pay the first year. R .
1601. What reason can you give for that statement? If the Commissioners can carry stuff as cheaply hy J
tho proposed line as by any other, there is nothing to prevent the production of this district being doubled 10 ^ 
even in one year. _
1602. Do you think, with good seasons at Moree, as much horse-feed would go tliere from hero as goes in 
dry seasons ? Perhaps not quite so much.
1603. I notice you refer to 700 tons of tin ore from Tingha? Prom Inverell. Of course, Tingha tin
would naturally come hero, Tingha being only 15 miles away. _
IGOT. Hitherto it has gone to Tamworth ? It went to Guyra originally until the differential rates caused 
the people to prefer Glen Innes to Guyra. Of course, it comes through Invcrell as well.
1605. And then it is carried to Glon Innes? Tes.
1606. H the line be constructed, Inverell being the nearest railivay station, it would come here? Tes; 
we expect the Railway Commissioners will make the general rates apply equally to Inverell and Glen Innes,
1607. Do you think it is possible for the Inverell district to grow wheat to compete with other districts, 
such as Itiverina, where they have an abundant rainfall and better soil ? Wc have a better rainfall here 
than they have in Eiverina, and I think we can produce as good wheat here as can be produced in any 
part of tho known world.
1608. Tou are aware that the freight between Adelaide and Port Piric is very low? Tes. _
1609. Could not the South Australian people send hy sea to Newcastle, and then compete with you
successfully ? Probably, in some seasons, but they could not this year, because flour in Adelaide has been 
£10 10s. for most of thc year, whereas we are selling it here for £9. _
1610. Docs not that arise from the fact that there was a drought both in Victoria and South Australia?
I believe so ; but tho majority of the people here hope to see the duties put on some day.
1611. The duties havo been taken off ? But they will not last for ever—at least, 1 hope not. _ _
1612. Mr. OVotinor.] Do you know that the most prosperous farmers in Australia are on the Eiverina, 
and their average production of wheat all round is only 14 bushels to the acre ? I believe so,
101.3. Mr. Boberts.] Can you give me the figures of the Bingera traffic which you say you have included 
in your estimate ? 1 have not included them, but probably I could supply them afterwards.
1614. I find that Mr. Harper, in his estimate of £13,422, does not include any traffic from Bingera, nor 
does lie include any traffic towards Glen Innes ? That is where the discrepancy between him and ourselves 
comes in.
1615. If you can supply the figures the estimates will ho on a better footing for comparison than they 
are at the present time ? Just so.
1616. Tou stated just now that you had a better rainfall than the Eiverina district;—did you mean a 
heavier rainfall ? Tes.
1617. In the case of wheat, is the heavier rainfall.always the better rainfall? No ; our rainfall is more 
regular, and can he relied upon year by year. It is far more than the rainfall of Eiverina.
1618. Does not a heavy rainfall beat the wheat down ? The only thing I have seen beat down wheat 
crops is hail,
1619. Have you not seen rain do it? I have seen rain do it, hut the crops have generally got up again.
1620. How do you send your produce to Goondiwindi ? It is sent hy road all the way.
1621. In the event of the line being constructed from Inverell to Moree how will they he sent then? I 
do not know that there would be any nearer point on the line.
1622. Where, then, would be the advantage, so far as Goondiwindi is concerned ? Putting aside Goondi
windi, we could supply the district down towards the border.
1623. Tou have stated that you have lost the Goondiwindi trade since the construction of the line from 
Narrabri to Moree ;—how are you going to get it back by the construction of the proposed line from 
Moree to Invcrell? What I said was that we would lose the Moree trade. I do not think I mentioned 
Goondiwindi; I did not intend to do so.
1624. How will the construction of the proposed railway between Moree and Inverell enable you to land 
goods in G oondiwindi to better advantage than you do now;—Goondiwindi wool goes to Moree, and always 
will, and the back loading will come from Moree ? That is so.

Mr. Hugh Wyndham, grazier, Bukkulla, sworn, and examined:—
1625. Ohairman.'j How long have you resided at Bukkulla? Forty years.
1626. Mr. O'Connor.'] Where is Bukkulla? 19^ miles due north from Inverell, towards the Queensland 
border.
1627. I believe you are anxious to give the Committee some information ? Tes; I represent a large 
freehold property of over 14,000 acres. If we get a line to Moree I am prepared to go in largely for 
agriculture.
1628. Then yon are in favour of tho proposed line ? Tes, strongly, for this reason : I think it offers a 
market to the west for agricultural produce. It would also be as good a line as any other for reaching 
Sydney or Newcastle therefore it would give ns an outlet for wheat, and, perhaps, also, for other items 
of agricultural produce, equal to a line to Glen Innes, or any other line which could be made from here. 
The detour of 50 miles or so is not much, and the probabilities are that the Eailway Commissioners would 
carry from here, via Moree, as cheaply as via Glen Innes, or any other way. In expectation of the rail
way being made I have not gone in for agriculture, although I have been waiting for years to do so. 
Hitherto, however, I have been afraid to cultivate,for fear that with others doing the same I should find 
tho produce a burden on my hands. Given a railway, I do not see why wo should not compete with 
Eiverina, or any other part of the Colony, in Sydney or Newcastle.
1629. llow many acres of your 14,000 are agricultural? About 9,000.
1630. How many would yon be prepared to put under cultivation next year ? I daresay I should put in 
400 acres next year—that is, myself and some tenants, I have lately made an agreement with some 
responsible men who have leased 570 acres from me on thirds, and they intend to cultivate nearly the 
whole of it. Others are also applying to me for land on the same terms. Given a railway to Moree, 
I have no donbt I shall be able to let a great deal of land on those terms.
1631. Are you of opinion that within the next four or five years you will be able to sow the whole of the 
9,000 acres? I hope so. There will be nothing to prevent me unless it be want of money. I shall put

366 O)—G * in

Mr. If.
Wyndham.

looct^jum
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w^1 n ^ ^ (’an' ■^ne Moree ivoulc! certainly get all the wool of the district. A good deal noir goes
yii^ urn. Grafton. Mine goes to G-mfton. Last year I sent about 300 bales to Grafton. It would certainly go 

IOOct~I&9G ^0.-^-oree ^ ^10 ^ne’tvere CClIls^ructed. The carriers could not compete with the railway. The present 
’ ' railway charge from Glen Innes to Newcastle is £2 17s. 6d. a ton for greasy wool. The carriers take it

from here to Grafton for £3 10s. Supposing the railway were made from here to Inverell, our rate to 
Newcastle would be £2 17s. Gd., and they could not take it from here to Grafton for that amount, aud 
then there would remain the steamer freight. The whole of the wool would certainly go to Moree.
1632. "What do you pay for your wool delivered in Sydney ;—££ 10s. a ton ? If the line were constructed
it would cost me about £.3 at the most ' .
1633. jtfr. .S/fjch.] At what return would it pay you to grow wheat? I have put the average as high as 
20 bushels. I think the average of 18 bushels given by the Government is due in a great measure to 
some very had farming, I know there are a great many farmers who do not deserve any crop at all. I 
know of one who scratches his ground H- inch deep, and he expects io get a crop, and ho will very likely get 
it, but that sort of farming brings tbe average down. Many more do the same thing. I think 2s, a bushel 
is the outside cost of the growth of wheat in this district, taking one year with another. Anything over 
that is profit, and, as a rule, there ought to be some profit on 2s. Therefore we say we can deliver in 
Sydney for 2s., plus the railway charges, which are about fid.
1634. "Wbat do you expect for it here ? No more than it would bring in Sydney, less the cost of carriage
by railway. ‘ ‘ ^
1635. Tou have reduced your estimate since 1801 of what you thought it would pay to grow wheat at ? 
No. I think 2s. was my estimate then; but it is likely wre can do it cheaper now', because a good deal has 
heen learnt about double-furrow ploughs and reapers and binders which we did not know then.
1636. I have no doubt the cost of production has been reduced ? It has been since 1801.
1G37. Mr. Boherts^ Have you gone in largely for the cultivation of the vine ? Not largely, but to a 
moderate extent—23 acres. "
1638. Can you give us any information as to tbe suitability of the soil for the production of wine ? We 
have taken prizes jvith our wine in London aud Paris and all over the world. There is no doubt that as 
good wine can be produced here as in any other part of the world.
1639. Hoes it pay you to produce wine at the present time? I do not think it is very remunerative at
present. I have sold my share iu a vineyard, but up to tbe time I sold it we nuvde money out ot it. I 
believe, however, that lately it has not paid very well. '
1640. If tbe lino were constructed, do you think it would lead to large areas of land being devoted to vine 
cultivation? Not immediately, but it ought to give a great stimulus to it. There is no doubt of the 
suitability of the climate, and everything else.
1641. 1 suppose thc construction of the line would enable you to find a market? Tes; Sydney is the
ruling market with London. ’

Mr. William H. Homing, land agent, Inverell, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. W. H, 1642. Chairman^ What is the nature of the evidence you desire to give ? It is statistical.
Fleming. 1043. Ho you represent any organisation in Invcrell? Tes—the Progress Committee.

10o"t~lS9R onc/ The one connected with the Inverell and Moree line.
0 ■’ ' 1645. Will you kindly state the nature of your statistics ? I represent the acreage in holdings of free

hold land, the acreage under crop, the average yield, the increased area which will be put under cultivation 
should the Moree-Inverell railway be constructed, and the number of sheep and cattle held by the different 
fanners. I put in the information as follows:—

Information from Partners, &c., favourable to Moree-Inverell Line.

.Name. Locality. Acreage in 
Holding.

Acreage
under
Crop.

No.
Sheep.

No.
Cattle,

Average 
yield 

Wheat 
per acre.

acres. acres. bushels
Dog-trap .................. 12S 80 Nil 20 25

120 40 Nil IS
Oakwood .............. 96 25

* 1 *■ *........ 776 90 500 14 25
120 100 20 25
133 50 Q 25

ISannockburn .......... 223 85 15 17
Little Plain.............. 285 130 2f) *70
Cherry-tree Hill..... 32S 34 20 15

J1 * - * • > 164 30 20 17
| j ...... 300 30 20
>> ....... 160 53 80 17
>J ..... 223 40 401 20
>1 ....... 150 30 ...... 10 20

Bannockburn ..........
1,400 55 600 150 20

no 16 10 25
Oakwood.................. 60 50

JJ .................. 320 13 25
35 20

Lovely Bank, Ban- 1,600 170 1,176 23 25
nockburn.

Summer Hill, Little 313 112 16 20
Plain.

Manuka, Little Plain 2,047 532 1,400 50 20
Little Plain............. 714 39 8 20

SO 50 0 90

.............. 353 215
..... 7 20

' yield 
Corn per 

acre.

ATerajfc 
yield 

Hay per 
acre.

Average 
yield 

Potatoes 
per acre.

Increased area 
to he put 

under cultiva
tion should 

Moree Railway 
be constructed.

James Gleeson...............
G. Koina ........................
John Neviu ...................
A. Mawkes ...................
Alexi Anderson ...........
Robert Stacey...............
J. M'Clymont...............
T, N, M'CIymont ......
Owen M‘Closker, senr.
H. M'Cosker ............
Martin Croft ...............
J. M'Cosker ...............
M, Moran........................
John 1’errott...................
B. A. M'Cosker .........
I). Duff............................
J, R. Hatcher, I EUen Sevan 

agent. J E. Hatcher
C, Hatcher .................
P, M. O'Sullivan .....

P. Mailer

A, C. M'Clymout ....
Joseph Swindell .......
Albert Fox ...............

his
Peter x Gulliver... 

mark

bushels4025
50
30
50
4012
25
40
40
40
30
40
40
40

grow none
' 25 i

25 | 
40 | 
45 I

30

25 
35 1 
30

tons0
1 2 
14 2"
H22
1|
14

li
14
ii

tons
5

2
24242

1411
lio

142■>

acres 
20 more.

41 more. 
60 „

70
40

.... ioo
30
30

No more fit. 
40 
60 
30 
10 
60 

170 
200

60

250
lo20
S5
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Name. Locality, Acreage in 
Molding.

Acreage
under
Crop.

No. Sheep. No.
Cattle.

Average 
vielil 

Wheat 
per acre.

Average 
yield 

Corn per 
acre.

Average 
yield 

Hay per 
acre.

Average 
yield 

Potatoes 
per acre.

Increased area 
to be put 

under cultiva
tion should 

Moree Hallway 
»e constructed.

acres. acres.
'
bushels. bushels. tons. tons. acres.

40 35 10 20 25
9051 400 300 5 20 30 H 80 or more

E. K Viun ................... 360' 160 150 12 20 30 2 2 100
95 60 12 20 40 2 15

300 140 30 20 30 2 2 50
187 46 6 20 35 U 30 ac. or more
31 s 130 20 Ha ................
100 50 5 16 25 H
60 25 4 16 15* 10
98 60 6 25 40 U 30
86 40 10 22 30 14 50

G. v, Lowin................. Inverell...,............... 991 280 400 22 20 30 14 200
1^000 310 1,800 25 20 25 2 200

H S. Wilkins .. 349 J, 100 180 15 26 14 100
Charles W. Moore . 160 90 16 30 ..... 40
1\ B. Eddy ................. Eddy & Albion Park. 5,2603 500 5,323 115 18 40 2 7t . 500
John Ba-kcr................ 190 180 10 15 30 14

verell.
1,280 14 450 100 20 35 IO
'300 60 25 20 30 2 3 100
320 82 300 25 35 2 3
90 60 13 20 30 30

Oakwood................ 800 100 2,000 30 15 30 2 ' 4 100
183 90 + 30 30
100 10 9 20

W. T. Cangworthy, jj .............. . 2,000 20 1,000 450 20 .............. .
]unr., agent.

1,800 55 3,000 20 25 35 2 50 or more
2,560 40 1,200 20 30 40 14 60
2^560 40 1,300 40 30 40 H 60

60 l|450 100 30 40 14 40
300 13 32 20 40 14 37
211 20 18 40 50
200 ]2 20 38 100

437 23,235 90 20 40 14jj ..........
21 2
23i 12 7 20

120 30 9 25 35 25
87 38 1 20 30 2 39
80 200

220 60 40 3 2
600 6 40 60

46£ 10 4 30
B. Pennington............. Dog-trap........... . 45 35 12 do not 40 3 2

grow.
83 72 7 20 30 2 ........... _
73 60 7 20 30 14 Nil.

2,111 60' 2,200 7 25 30 2 200
his

Joseph or Whitby ..... Dog-trap ................. 320 69 16 20 25 14 so

60 ' 50 8 25 25 2
240 60 16 20 25 14 40

14,100 300 30,500 600 20 40 14 3,000
170 100 20 40 2

15,000 1,928
139 75 ‘ 21 25 25 14
864 42 7 25 40 14 30

his
40 30 34 25 36 1 20

mark
Kulki .................. 40 15 5 20 30 20

798 250 40 25 50 2 300
1,956 82 1,425 46 15 20 14

W ll TavW • • fifth 'Rnv 200 300 25 20 30
460 60 11 25 35 14 2 50

Gum Iflat................. 4,500 100 3,000 90 25 25 2 2 500
200 20 90 25 4

40 90 25 ! 3 4
410 ISO 26 IS 25 14 20
150 30 4 20 30 i 2

A. J. Lewin................. Westwood, Inverell.. 319 60 300 S 20 30 3 20
100 16 9 9
900 20 80 14 20
150 20 26 i 3
320 80 68 18 30 14 3 100

29 3 4 20 35
275 90 300 14 16 20 >4 60
40 6 20

his
430 97 10 17 20 14 150

mark
44 30 .............

112 20 20 30 H 70
H. B. Cooper ............ Sterling Rob Roy .. 3,000 170 3,500 20 20 30 74 3

* Have only grown thie year. t At Pnmdiec- J Only started cultivating.
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Name. Local it), AcrfiaRe m 
Holding'.

Acreage
under
Crop.

No.
Sheep.

No
Cattle.

Average 
yield 

WEieab 
per acre.

Average 
yield 

Com per 
acre.

A\cra^C 
yield 

Hay per 
acre

Average
3'icld

Potatoes.

Increased area 
to be put 

under cultiva
tion fihmild 

Moree Hail way 
be constructed.

acres. acres. bushels. bushels. tons. tons. liushels.
James Brydcn.......... Gleuartney, 4,000 200 4,000 40 26 20 U 100

Goomoorah.
Tlios. Harland.............. 275 20 15 20 25 100

Mount Eden, Armi- 2S0i 18 15 25 H ...... 12
\V. M.lVcstpfahln.J dale Rond.

Bundarra Road ...... 1,015
155Kdwd. Rolfo.......... 70 25 20 H 50

John Murphv .............. 100 10 35 ii
Geo, W. Finltiyson...... 114 40 IS 17 30 ii .....
W. Broadfield.............. West .Lynn, Reedy 1,040 .300 12 200

Creek.
A. George................. 45 3
Thos. Jenkiu.4 .............. 220 100 45 20 25 4 200
David Jones................. 1,280 600 3 12

Tingha.
John Jones, jnnr............. 10 i ono 11 95 3
J. O’Brien.. 1................. 'ann 40 *200 3 30 35 2 40
A. D. Gamble .............. Ottlcy’s Creek.......... 2,2344 1,300 40
R. A. Gamble .............. 2 mT g Nil Nil no O0 9It 4
W. J. Barr ................. 2J>60 1,500 4 27 40 Nil. 4 24’
G. 0. Kusor ................... 1 020 1J30Q g IS 25
B. O'Gorman ............... 1,230 16 1,100 100 IS 25 2 4 10

ids
Ferdy x Bradley ... Gam Plat.................. 1,000 50 100 IS 2S H 0 20

mark
Samuel Tomlinson 2,170 50 1,300 23 25 40 O GO
T. ])unman ....... 15 '300 4-0 30 15
Wm. Armstroncr... 6,742
Byron Estate .~............ 1 1(5,000 300 10,000 300 20 30 lh
Jas, Cannons ... . j Rob Roy ................ 730 73 eoo | 23 IS 35 0 3 100

Summtirised, these statistics show that the acreage on holdings, freehold, and conditional purchase is 
101,496 acres 3 roods ; the acreage under crop is 9,757 acres ; and the increased area to be put under 
crop should the Moree-Inyerell line be constructed will be 9,240.
164G. Bid you collect these estimates ? Yes.
1647. Bo you vouch for the signatures ? Yes. I also hand in a list of schools on or near to Moree- 
Inverell railway route as follows :—

Locality, Enrolment.

Aahford.......................................................... 27
Jiroclie's Plains.............................................. 47
Fernhdl.......................................................... 41
Gilgai........................................................   62
Gooniwigal! .................................................. 43
Gratnun.......................................................... 29
Gum Flat .................................................................................... 65
Inverell...................................................... 334*
Little Plain .................................................. 30
Mount Russell............................................... 21
Pond’s Creek ............................................... 24
Rob Roy .................................................   22

Locality.
Ross Hill .........................
Round Mount ..................
Staggy Creek ...................
Stannifer ..........................
Tingha .............................
Wauangra..........................
Kulki.................................
Tin Pot.............................
Oakwood ..........................

Enrolment. 
.. 41
. 25

.. 23

.. 55

.. 136*
23

.. 22. 21
28

1,129

* Convent School also.
This list shows the number of children who will be affected by the proposed line.
104S. How will it affect them ? I do not say it will affect them now, but it may do so in the future. 
My object is to show the population along the route.
1649. But the return only shows the children of school age ? Yes; between the ages of 5 and 14 years. 
1G50. It gives no idea as to the population? I think it will give a fair estimate. I have also a return 
showing the total area under lease of preferential occupation license. It is copied from a return which 
was presented to Parliament, and we have it also from the chief officer of the Bepartment of Lands. I may 
say that I have had dozens of applications for land out west. Por the last eight years I have been putting 
selectors upon the ground upon every available piece of land, and now they are watting for thc ground to 
he thrown open west. I get letters by every post asking me for information.
1651. I suppose there has heen a growing demand for land in this district for years past? Yes.
1652. And, 1 suppose, you have had many applications for land long before the proposed railway was 
suggested? I do not say the applications have been made on account of the railway having been 
suggested. People are looking for good land, and I am trying to put them uponit, audit will be available 
presently.
1653. Is it a fact that the season in the Moree district during the last twelve months has not heen a very 
good one ? It has not. 1 have been amongst the selectors of the district, and they say it will pay them 
1o have a good agent in Moree to whom they could always send their produce.
1654. Is it reasonable to assume that when the season is bad on the Moree side the demands upon 
Inverell are much greater than when the season is good ? Yes.
1655. Therefore, if we take last year’s return of the trade between Inverell and Moree we shall take a 
return which indicates a bad period at Moree ? Yes.

Mr.
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Xr. Conroyd Bower, miner aud selector, Tingha, sworn, and examined :—
135G. Chairman.'] I suppose you know it is proposed to construct a line from I nverell_ to Moree via Mr. 
Warialda ? Tes; I have given evidence on two previous occasions before a Sectional Committee in favour 
of the Guyra route from Inverell. At the same time, I stated then that west would he the natural ^ ^ 
market for Inverell, I am slall of that opinion. Por thirty years J used to go with teams carrying flour 
and potatoes from Armidale westward. 1 have heen as far as St. George's Bridge and to within 20 miles 
of Brcwarrina, and it is all "beautiful country.
1657. If a railway were built to Moree, would it assist this district? I believe so.
1658. Iu what way ? The producers would then get a ready market for their produce.
1656. Por the whole of it ? Por the greater part of it; and if not, they would have the chance of going 
to Sydney with it.
1660. Tou arc aware of the distance they would have to travel? Tes. _
166L. Would that make any difference ? It might make a little, but it depends on the carriage. With 
preferential rates it would not make much difference.
1662. Do you raise much tin at Tingha now ? About 700 tons a year.
1663. Which way does it go to market ? At present it goes through Inverell, and then on to Glen Innes.
1664. Does it go by the railway line or by teams to the coast ? All by the railway line. Mr. Litchfield 
is the only buyer, and he sends it to Sydney.
1665. What is the carriage per ton from Tingha to Glen Innes ? 2s, Gd. per cwt., or £2 10s. a ton.
1666. I suppose Tingha gets its supplies from Inverell ? No ; from Glen Innes.
1667. How many people are at Tingha at the present time? I think about 800 or 900 all told.
1668. Including tbe Chinese ? There are not many Chinese—about 200.
1669. Do you include them in your estimate of population ? No.
1670. Is there much cultivation there ? Not at present. The ground is locked up and you cannot select 
it. It is a gold-mining reserve, and until it is thrown open there will not be much cultivation.
1671. I suppose that so far as Tingha is concerned it would not make much difference to the people 
whether tho line went from Invcrell to Glen Innes or Moree ? Not a great deal.
1672. I presume they will always send their stuff by the cheapest way? No doubt.
1673. Is the population decreasing ? Tes; the price of tin is very low now—£28 a ton.
1674. And it has ceased to pay a number of miners and tbey have left thc district? Tes ; hut some of 
them have come back again.

Mr. Alexander M'Clymont, farmer, Little Plain, sworn, and examined:—
1675. Chairman^] How long have yon been residing at Little Plain ? Twenty-one years.
1676. Are you a conditional purchaser ? Tes.
1677. How much land do you hold? 2,047 acres.
1678. Mr. Roberts.] What do you grow upon your land ? Mostly wheat and corn.
1679. What is your average yield of wheat and corn per acre? About 25 bushels of wheat per acre, and
from 25 to 30 bushels of corn. , _
1680. For how many years has your land turned out 25 bushels of wheat per acre ? Seven or eight years.
1681. Are you troubled much with rust in this district ? Not much.
1682. Are you able to make your farm pay well? Not very well during the last two or three years, 
although I have done fairly well.
1683. What is the reason of that ? The low price of grain during the last few years.
1684. Where did you sell your wheat last year? Half in Bingera and the other half in Inverell.
1685. Did you get satisfactory prices for it? Tes; but it was a very light crop last year.
1686. Do you expect to get better prices if the railway is constructed ? I think so.
1637. Will the construction of the proposed line ho of any benefit to you and your neighbours? Tes; 
most of the wheat has to he carried towards Moree, and if wc had lower freights we should get a better 
price. The difficulty is to get a market for the whole of our grain.
1688. Where is the best market for wheat produced in the Inverell district? Moree or Bingera. Of 
course you cannot send wheat to Moree; you must grind it first. As a rule, I send my -wheat to the 
mills first.
1689. Do you know the country through which the proposed line will pass? I know the Inverell
portion. _
1690. Does any of the proposed line go through your land ? Tes ; a portion of it.
1691. Would you be prepared to give any land free to the Government in order to facilitate the con
struction of the railway ? Tes. What ground is under bush I will give free, but for land which has been 
cleared and cultivated I would expect some small compensation for the clearing.
1692. Are you able to say -whether the proposed lino goes through any cultivated land of yours? Tes ;
about 30 chains of cultivated land, according to thc present survey. i _ _
1693. And how ranch goes through land which has not heen improved ? Over a mile, in a straight line. 
Altogether, it will go through 1J mile of my land.
] 694. So that the amount of compensation you would expect would not he large? No; only for the 
clearing. ^
1695. Would thc proposed line suit you better than a line from Inverell to Glen Innes? Tes; I think 
wc should have a better market for general produce, but wc will be very glad to get either line. Per
sonally, I should prefer the Moree line. _
1696/What great advantage would tho Moree line he to you? I think there is likely to be a larger 
settlement on the Moree line. They do not grow wheat there at all, and for a good many years there 
has been a large demand there for horse-feed, and there is no chance of that in Glen Innes, as there is 
heller horse-feed and produce in Glen Innes. ,
1697. Do you look upon the west as your natural market ? Tes.
169S. If the proposed lino went through your property I suppose yon would not have to carry your 
produce for any distance ? That would be a benefit, but I am looking at thc matter independently of that 
benefit, and in the general interests of the country. Even if I had to carry my produce to Inverell it 
would be the most suitable line so far as I am concerned.
1699. For how many miles does it suit a farmer to bring his produce to a railway ? About 12 miles, so 
that you can go there and back in one day. 1700.

Mr. A.
irClyinont
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it'Clymont J"011 uPon 12 miles as the maximum distance ? Tes.
1701. Do you think, if the proposed line were constructed, that a larger area of laud would be put under

10 Oct 1896 cu^val'pu ? 1 think so. I am prepared to say that a good deal more would be put under cultivation in ’’ ' our district.
1702. Do you think the progress of the Inverell district is at present retarded owing to the want of 
railway communication ? Tes; very much so.
1703. Do you think the population would increase, larger settlement take place, and cultivation extend 
if there were railway communication from Inverell to Moree ? Ido,
1704. Has this district been progressing during the last few years, or has it been going back ? I think it 
has been going back for the last three or four years.
1705. For what reason ? Because of dull markets and the inability of the farmer to find a market for 
his produce. If we had a railway I and most of the people in the district would extend their cultivation.

Mr. G-rosvenor Francis Lewin, orcha.rdist and farmer, near Inverell, sworn, and examined:—
G F^Lewin Chairman.] Where is your residence ? Six miles west of Inverell on the Warialda road,

‘ . ' 1707. Have you resided there for any length of time ? Tes, for twenty-three years.
.0,.n ■1-798‘ ^■r' ^ar^c^\ Do you think the construction of the proposed line would be of benefit to your- 

1QOct., 1896. Belf and the farmers generally? Tes.
1/09. Do you approve of the proposed line more than the one formerly proposed from Inverell to Glen 
Innes ? Tes.
1710. On what ground ? What I have not disposed of locally I have always sold in the west—at 
Bingera, Warialda, and Moree. I have not sold anything to the east of Inverell.
1711. What area of ground do you occupy ? I have 990 acres, held principally under conditional 
purchase.
1712. What area have you under cultivation ? Seventy acres of wheat, 30 acres of hay, 75 acres of 
orchard, and 3 acres of vines.
1713. Where is your principal market? In Inverell and west. I sold my wheat this year to Burns, of 
Bingera; be bought it at the door.
1714. Is Bingera a better market than Inverell ? It has heen this year.
1715. I suppose there is not much wheat grown at Bingera ? Not much.

. 1716. Still there are two mills there ? Tes.
1717. Would the construction of the proposed lino induce you to cultivate more land than you cultivate 
at present ? It would.
1718. Do you think the line ought to he constructed ill the public interest? Tes, I think the western
line would be better for the general public. '
1719. Would you object to the construction of a line from Inverell to Moree first and then to Glen 
Innes ? Ho, there is no doubt we could sell some wheat about Glen Innes. There will, I think be a 
great sale of fruit out west.

' I suppose you can always find a market in Moree for fruit and everything else you can grow? Tes,
I have always sold my chaff and corn in the west.
1721. Ghair man ~\ I believe you gave evidence before a Sectional Committee in connection with the Glen 
Innes railway proposal ? Tes.
1722. Were you in favour of that line ? At that time I was.
1723. And now yon are in favour of the Moree line ? Tes.
1724. As far as your business is concerned—fruit producing—I suppose either the eastern, the northern,
or the western market would suit you ? The western market would suit me best. We grow fruit here, 
east^ that will, not grow in the west. Formerly we had no idea of the railway going from Narrabri to Moree. 
1/25. Supposing you had a choice of one of the two lines at the present time, which would you prefer ? The Moree line. J v
^26. Because you think it will afford you the best market for your fruit ? Tes.
1/2/. Tou are aware that the conditions at Moree have changed considerably compared with what they 
were two years ago ? Tes.
1/28. Do you not think that the extension of the railway to Moree will bring about great competition? 
I think we ought to be able to compete at 95 and 100 miles against fruit brought many hundreds of miles.
1729. I suppose the demand for wheat always rests upon the demand from other districts ? Tes.
1730. And what may be a good market one year may not be a good market another year? No.
1731. Therefore wc cannot accept it as a fact that the Bingera market is on the whole better than the 
Glen Innes market? No.
1732. Mr. Black.'] Do you know anything of other parts of Australia ? I know Moree.
1733. Do you know any fruit-growing district ? I know Parramatta.
1734. Do you know any part of Australia better adapted for the growth of fruits than this? No; I have 
never seen fruits which are suited to the climate grow better than they do here.
1735. Can you grow currants hero? No; the climate is too warm, but we can grow cherries, plums, 
apricots, peaches, persimmons, apples, pears., grapes, lemons, limes, citrons, &e,
1/36. Have yon ever considered the advisability of preserving the fruit? Tes; I planted a few trees, 
some time ago, to start with. Up to the present, however, I have always sold my fruit at satisfactory prices.
1737. If you had railway communication do you think you could find a market for preserved and dried 
fruits . I am not aware what trade would he done with other parts as I have not studied the matter. I 
believe, however, if we had railway communication there would be a good deal of that kind of trade. 
Several men have started in a small way and they have very good dried fruits.
1738. Have you ever sent any fruit to Newcastle or Sydney ? No; under present conditions it would not pay.
1739. If you had railway communication do you think you could compete in the metropolitan market with
the county of Cumberland ? We might. ‘
1/40. I suppose the only way in which yon would be able to compete with the metropolitan market would 
be by reason of the superiority of your fruit ? Tes; I think we could sell apricots or pears in the 
metropolitan markets at a remunerative price.

Mr.
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Mr.
R. B. Jones.

Mr. Robert Bevan Jones, farmer, King’s Plain, sworn, and examined:—■
17J1. Sllr. O'Connor.] "Where is King's Plain ? Half way between Inverell and Glen Innes.
1742. Are you acquainted with the nature of the proposal under consideration ? Yes. ___
1743. How long hare you resided in the district? Since 1857, with the exception of ten years on the jooct,, 1896, 
Richmond River.
1744. Do you know the country between Glen Innes and Inverell ? Yes, to King’s Plain and "Wellin- 
grove especially.
1745. Do you know the country between Inverell and Moree ? Pairly well.
1746. Are you in favour of a line of railway between Inverell and Moree ? I have been in favour of it 
for thirty years.
1747. Do you prefer that route to Glen Innes ? I have always opposed the Glen Innes route.
1748. I suppose you have heard that for agricultural purposes the land between Inverell and Moree is . 
very superior ? It is.
1749. Do you believe that if railway communication were afforded the land now lying idle would be
cultivated ? 1 believe if we had communication between Inverell and Moree the district would ultimately
be as great a wheat-producing district as the Berrigan-.lerilderie district, aud the Eiverina district.
1750. What is the average yield in Invcrell 0 When I was farming T had from 25 to 30 bushels per acre 
in a fair season, and in a dry season 1 have seen 30 and 35 bushels to the aero.
1751. What is thc rainfall ? I do not know the exact amount; but wheat does not require much rain so 
long as we get it at the proper time. If you can get the land properly cultivated, the seed put in, and 
two or three good falls of rain after the winter, it is all right. The ground is so rich that if there were 
much rain the wheat would fall, and there would be rust.
1752. Then you arc prepared to say that the rainfall here is adequate for the growth of wheat? Quite 
as a rule.
1753. And you are not aware that it 1ms suffered from too little or too much rain? Last year, of course, 
was a terrible year for drought.
1754. I suppose if the proposed railway is constructed it will give you a great market ? I believe that 
this district will ultimately be a wheat-exporting district, and that the port of Sydney affords the best 
outlet for us. I may mention that Mr. Howard was asked if lie could tell what quantity of loading came 
from South Grafton to Inverell. I think the quantity which came to Inverell last year was 432 or 433 
tons of general merchandise, and the amount of tonnage of produce received at South Grafton from 
Inverell was 260 tons.

4

Mr. Denis Joseph Lowe, farmer and grazier, Gragin, sworn, and examined :—
1755. Cfio/rman.] Where is your residence ? About 40 miles north-west from Inverell, and 20 miles 
north-east from Warialda.
1756. How long have you been in the district ? Thirty-five years. .
1757. J/r. RZacT".] What is your yield of wheat in good seasons ? Tho last year I grew wheat I had 
40 bushels returned to the machine, clear of all losses.
1758. What was your total yield ? I had 20 acres that year, and it averaged 40 bushels to the acre. 
Altogether, I had 800 bushels.
1759. Had yon any other kinds of products5 I greiv a considerable amountof lucerne upon which I fed stock.
1760. Was that for local consumption? Yes. I had to knock off growing wheat as I was 40 miles from 
a market, and had nn means of getting to it.
1761. Are yon growing wheat now ? I am, and I would grow largely if I had a railway to carry it.
1762. Would you expect to find a market in Moree? 1 should expect to find a large market there.
1763. What price would ii pay you to receive for your wheat landed at the railway station ? I should 
consider I had a splendid price at 3s.
1764. If the railway were constructed to 3Xoree, would you increase your wheat-bearing area ? Decidedly so.
1765. To what extent? To 1,000 acres. .
1766. What would be your nearest railway station ? I think there is likely to be a platform 6 miles 
south of tho Gragin station.
1767. If you could not get 3s. a bushel for your wheat would you grow it? Yes; I could produce it at 
2s. 6d., and deliver it at the railway station at tfie point I speak of.
1768. Do you think you could then compete with the agriculturists of Eiverina who have many thousands 
of acres under crop, and who say they will be satisfied with 2s, a bushel? I could produce it at 2s. 6d, 
quite well.
1769. Could you produce it below that price ? I suppose 1 should have to do so if it came to that.
1770. Do yon know anything about the consuming capabilities of the Moree people ? Ho. I hear that 
one storekeeper has taken 500 tons of corn this season from the Inverell district, and I know that many 
drays of chaff and corn have also gone down.
1771. You have stated you had 1,000 acres under crop. Presuming that also produced 40 bushels to the 
acre, you would get 40,000 bushels ? Yes ; hut I would not get that every year.
1772. Reducing it hy 25 per cent., you would get 30,000 bushels; are you aware that that would just 
about supply tho people of the Moree district ? It would not do so by a long way.
1773. How do you know? I know by the flour that goes from here.
1774. But we are not speaking about sending flour, but wheat ? When wc speak of wheat we mean wheat 
after it has been ground.
1775. Do you base your calculations upon the consumption of last year ? I could not go upon that very
well. If there were a railway to Moree there would be a large population on the soil which would increase 
the consumption. ‘
1776. Do you not know that their consumption last year was increased from the fact that there was a railway 
being made there, and also because there was a drought ? Tbe extra consumption would only be because 
of the construction of the railway, because the Moree people are not producers. Tbey areconsumers. 
3777. You know that in good seasons the people there do not buy so much chaff as they do in bad seasons ? 
They are for ever buying chaff and corn. Even the squatters buy it.
1778. Wc have it in evidence from the people of Moree that in good seasons tbey do not buy feed unless 
it is for stabled horses ? I know that a lot goes down, and someone must purchase it.

Mr.
D, J. Lowe.
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1779. But the question is—Is there enough going down to pay for the construction of a railway, aud 
mako a return to the State? J think there would be. We have a great deal going out westward and 
north.
1780. Could you keep a railway going with supplies which would keep the town and district of 2,000 or 
3,000 inhabitants? if there were a railway the inhabitants would multiply very rapidly. Where wc have 
not a soul now wc would have hundreds of people.
1781. How is it that some of the towns through which railways have gone have not increased hut have 
decreased? Possibly that is so. That may be because there are too many railways.
1782. Have you any other evidence to offer? I could get my wool down to Newcastle by tbe proposed 
railway 2Ss. a ion cheaper. At present I have to send it to Glen Innes, and then by rail to Newcastle, 
where it is dumped and sent to England,
1783. Then, if the line is constructed to Inverell, and you send it from Inverell to Moree, you would 
simply he robbing Peter to pay Paul, as far as the revenue of the country is concerned ? I do not know 
that it would stop me sending it to Grafton.
1781'. Tou send it to Glen Innes and thence to Grafton? Not at present; but 1 intend to do so as tho 
railway is rather dear.
1785. Am I to understand that you have not sent your wool to Grafton yet, but that you have some 
intentions of that character ? Exactly.
1786. What can you get your wool carried to Grafton for ? About £4 to £-1 os. from Inverell.
1787. Is not that rather an over-estimate ? I do not think sobut I am not quite sure what they were 
carrying for last year. I think it was about that.
1788. What would you expect to get it carried over the railway lines for—that is, if there were a line to 
Moree? About £3 10s, to Newcastle or a little less. I do not know what they would charge, but I 
know what they charge from Glen Innes.
1789. What is thc charge from there ? £4 2s. Gd. per ton.
1790. And what do you pay for road carriage ? £3 per ton.
1791. That is, £7 2s. Gd. to Newcastle via Glen Linos ? Yes.
1792. I think that you said the carriage to Grafton was £4 10s. ? I think it is about that.
1793. What is the steamer rate ? I believe it is 2s. Gd. a bale, but 1 am not quite certain.
1794. That would be about 12s, Gd. a ton? 1 think so.
1795. That makes £5 2s. Gd. According to that you would save £2 per ton in the carriage of wool by 
sending it via Grafton to Sydney, over sending it to Newcastle via Glen Innes ? That is about the saving.
1796. If the Eailway Commissioners carried it for you at £5 2s. Gd. per ton, or any sum approximating to 
that via Moree, you would send your wool in that direction ? Tes ; but it would not cost £5 per ton by 
the train. I should think it would only cost £3 10s.

Mr. Joseph Taafe, farmer, Little Plain, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. J. Tuafe. pypy Chairman.'] Where is Little Plain? Twelve miles west from Inverell.
ioTvIAwTfi<)fi "Eouhave heard the various witnesses give their evidence ; on what particular point do you wish to

G 11 6l enlighten the Commitlee ? Tho only line which will save Inverell from going back to the position of a
sheep-walk is the line from Moree to Inverell.
1799. Will you give your reasons for saying that? It is the wish of a large majority of the people of thc
district that the line should he constructed. At the meetings which have been held here we have always
had a large majority in favour of the amendment for the construction of the Moreo line,—that is, when 
the meetings were got up in favour of the Glen Innes line.
1800. When were those meetings held ? Within the last twelve months three meetings have been held.
1801. How many people attended them ? At the last meeting, which was the most representative, there 
were 300 people present.
1802. How many male adults are there in the district ? I could not tell yon ; hut at that meeting there 
were very few juveniles present.
1803. What do you do with your produce ? Most of it goes west.
1804. In what form ? I sell the wheat to the local millers, and it goes west.
1805. What about your hay ? That chiefly goes west.
1806. Ho you carry it ? No, I sell it in'town, and I know it goes west.
1807. What about your maize ? It also goes west.
1808. Would the construction of the proposed lino enable you to get your produce to Moree cheaper than 
you do at present? Tes.
1809. Are you prepared to swear that Moree, and the western portion of Moree, will absorb the whole
of the surplus products of the Inverell district? No ; but the surplus produce we can take to Sydney, 
and get the whole of the western supplies hack from Sydney. i
1810. And do you expect to send it round by way of Moree? Tes; in the event of the line being con
structed. As soon as tbe first sod of the line is turned, sharp axes and forest levels will be brought to 
bear, and a large area of land will be brought under cultivation.
1811. Are you voicing the people of Little Plain? The farming community there hold the same opinion 
as I do.
1812. If you had a choice of lines—one from Inverell to Moree, and one from Inverell to Glen Innes,:— 
which would you prefer ? The ono from Moree,
1813. Were you ever in favour of the eastern extension? Tes.
1814. Will the Committee be right in assuming that the people of Inverell have been so long disappointed 
over railway connection, that they are at present prepared to advocate a railway to any existing con
nection? The matter has heen staved off so long that it is probable that some people would even advocate 
the construction of a line to ihe moon.
1815. 1 suppose you would bring your supplies from Sydney by the cheapest way ? Tes.
1816. If you could get them back by way of Glen Innes £2 a ton cheaper than by way of Moree, which 
way would you bring them? No doubt by tbe cheapest way; and 1 believe that is from Sydney, via 
Narrabri, through Moree, and on to Inverell.

Mr.
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Mr. John Moore, farmer, Roh Roy, Bannocldnirn, sworn, and examined:—
1SL7. Mr. Roberts.] How many acres have you under cultivation? A little over 300 acres.
ISIS. How much land do you own altogether—what do you grow principally? Wheat, corn, and hay. 
1S10. What is your average yield of wheat per acre ? For five years I have produced the following:—

Mr. J. Moore. 
lOOct^lSSO.

Wheat. Corn. Hay. Lucerne

1891..... 440 bags. 600 bags. 10 tons. 20 tons
1892 .... 500 „ 400 „ 30 „ 20 „
1893..... 654 „ 300 „ 20 „ 15 „
189-1.. . . 700 „ 200 „ 40 ., 40 „
1895..... 390 „ 110 100 „ 40 „

J have now another crop of corn. The 189(1 crop which I have just pulled from 110 acres, J estimate at 
1,000 bags, but it has not been threshed. Tbe total wheat for five years is, 4,680 bags the total corn for 
six years is, 2,710 bags ; tbe total hay for five years is 345 tons. The chaff sent to Moree in 1896—that 
is since the 1st January of this year—is 40 tons. _
1820. Where did you sell that produce ? In different markets. The year before last I sold a good hit of 
wheat at Glon Innes. It is the only thing I ever sold there, and I have been here for twenty-eight years.
1821. Did you ever try on any other occasion to sell at Glen Innes? Ho, wc know it is of no use. F*
1822. But on thc occasion of which you speak you got a higher price than anywhere else ? Tes, Mr. TTta 1
bought it.
1823. Where do you generally look for a market? In Inverell; we sell to the millers.
1824., And with that exception you have always sold fo the millers of Inverell ? Tes.
1825. Have yon always got a satisfactory price ? Ho ; sometimes we can scarcely sell at all.
1826. Do you think if the proposed line be constructed you will find a better market for your produce?
I am sure we shall,
1827. Where would you look for it? To the west. _
1828. Do you think a large area of land would in the near future he put under cultivation? Tes; I
could put 200 acres more under cultivation quite easily. _
1829. Is the reason you have so small a quantity under cultivation at present due to the difficulty you 
experienced in getting a paying price of what you produced ? Tes, and now that the ports are thrown 
open we have no occasion to put any more in. We do not expect to go in for the farming industry now.
We shall have to go in for sheep.
1830. Do you favour tbe construction of the proposed line ? I do.
1831. Does the surveyed line of railway go through your property ? Ho, but it goes close to it.
1832. Do you think ihe people through whose land tho line will go, would be likely to give tbe land to 
the Government? Some would; but it would not be fair to expect others to do so. With regard to my 
brother, J may state that the proposed line passes through his square paddock. It goes in at one corner 
and out at the other. It cuts the square cultivated paddock into two three-cornered pieces.
1833. Is your property to the west of Inverell ? Tes, on the Reedy Creek road. _
1834. Tou think you would always find a market for the whole of the products of your farm if the 
proposed line were constructed ? Even if wc did not, the line would be a great help.
1835. If you knew the railway was to be constructed would you at once put in more seed ? Tes, I would 
do it if I saw a chance.
1836. Would you increase your area of cultivation ? Tes ; hy 200 acres, and perhaps more.
1837. Mr. Rlaefc.] In spite of the ports being open ? Ho ; I expect to see the ports closed again.
1833. Can you tell me whether any of the wheat of this district finds a market in Queensland ? I do not 
think it does, '
1839. If a line were made to Glen Innes would there be a market in Queensland ? I am not sure. Some '
produce of course, goes to Goondiwindi, which is in Queensland.
1840. I mean to the Darling Downs? 1 do not know anything of that part.

Mr. James Bryden, farmer, Hullamunna, Bannockburn, sworn, and examined:—
1811. Chairman.] Whore is your residence? Fifteen miles ou the north side of Inverell.
] 842. How long have you resided in tbe district ? Thirteen years.
1843. Mr. Black.] How much land have you ? I have between 3,000 and 4,000 acres.
1844. How much of that do you farm ? 200 acres. I have only 70 acres iu this year.
1845. llow many sheep do you farm ? About 4,000.
1816. At what price per hushol docs it pay you to produce wheat? It depends on the crop.
1847. I mean with a normal crop. At what price would it pay you to produce it? 2s. 6d. a bushel.
1848. Do you mean by that tbe net return to you? Tes, in a good average season.
1849. Do you think the construction of the proposed railway would be of benefit to you personally ? 
Certainly, the carriage is killing us altogether.
1S50, Would it induce you to increase your area under crop ? Tes, I should cultivate 600 acres of good 
agricultural land.
1851. Where would you expect to find a market? To the west. Moree is the only place to which our 
fiour and chaff go now. We rarely go to the south,
1S52. Do you agree with the other witnesses ? Tes in generai.

Mr. J. Bryden. 
l(Tocfo"l896.

Mr. James Richard Hatcher, farmer, Byron, sworn, and examined:—
1853. Chairman.] Where is Byron ? Nearly 12 miles due west from here. Mr. J.R.
1854. Is your residence near the proposed railway line ? It is about 3 miles away. Hatcher.
1855. Mr. Clarke.] Wbat area of land have you under cultivation ? About 70 acres of wheat. We are
getting some ground ready for growing corn. Of corn, my son grew 75 bushels to the acre last vear. c ’’ '
1850. Do you grow any other description of produce ? Tes, I have 3 acres of potatoes in.

366 (a1)—-H 1857.
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MV. -I. J?. 1S57. "Wtiere do you sell your produce ? I hare always sold mine m Inverell. I have not been a largeHatcher, ^ grmver

Is it chiefly consumed in the district? I believe a lot of it goes westward. _
‘ 1859. Is more grown at present than is required for local consumption? I do not think the locality could 
consume what is grown here.
18G0. ’Where does the surplus go ? Hundreds of tons of pototoes: corn, hay, and chaff have gone west
ward this year, to my knowledge.
186L Does any go to Bingera? I have not sent any there. I believe that two or three years ago some 
wheat was sent to Glen Innes, hut I have not heard of any going since. All the Kew England potatoes 
come this way to go westward.
18G2. What is considered to be the average yield of wheat in the district, taking the good with the bad 
seasons ? Twenty-five bushels. At the same time I could point to those who have grown 50 bushels to 
the acre.
1863. Has the yield decreased of late years? In many instances it has. on account, I believe, of the men 
being dilatory, and careless, because of their having no outlet for theirerop. If we had a railway to Moree, 
and tho smaller men combined together and hired trucks, they could keep a man at Moree to dispose of 
their produce there.

. 1864*. What is the average rainfall? From 30 to 32 inches. Last, year in some places, we only got 12
inches, whereas in February last, in some places, we had 13 inches in twelve days.
1865. Is there any dairying in the district ? Yes, but it is not carried on extensively.
1806. Would it he possible to make dairying pay ? I do not see why it should not. Years ago people 
used to milk cows and make a good thing out of it.
1867. In the event of over-production, where could you find a market r Moree, and the stations around. 
If the special areas are thrown open men will take them up and cultivate them, whereas now they are 
sheep-walks.
1868. Supposing the production grows to such an extent that you cannot find a market in Inverell and 
Moree, where will it betaken? Wo should have to take it to Newcastle and Sydney, so long as the 
Commissioners allowed us rates which would enable us to compete in those markets.
1869. Would it be a good thing for the farmers to have an interchange of produce with the people on the 
east coast ? Certainly, but I do not think my children will ever live to see that.

Mr. Charles McDonnell Stuart, Supervising Engineer, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of 
■ Public Works, sworn, and examined:—

Mr. C. McD. 1870. Chairman.'] Have you personally examined the greater portion of the surveyed line between 
Stuart. Inverell and Moree in company with the Sectional Committee? Yes.

1871. Are you prepared to say if there are any points upon the surveyed line which can be altered and 
10 Oct., 1896. w]1cre deviations may be made with advantage ? I do not think so.

1872. Do you notice from the map that the surveyed line passes through two of Mr. McClymont’s 
properties at Little Plain. It enters into one, passes into another, and returns into the first one ? Yes.
1873. Could a survey of that character be so altered as to lessen the severance ? If it did not materially 
increase the expense it could be done, hut not otherwise.
1874. What was the object of making that sharp turning in the survey? In order to get a.lighter earthwork.
1875. Is the country from Moree to Slaughterhouse Creek fairly level ? Yes.
1876. Is it from Slaughterhouse Creek towards Inverell that the rise takes place ? Yes; it is all undu
lating broken country.

- 1877. And that is where the circuitous nature of the line comes in ? Yes; that is occasioned by the
broken nature of the country, and in order to maintain an easy grade and a surface line as nearly as 
possible.
1878. That is the reason the line has been lengthened? Yes.
1879. Supposing it w'ere necessary to obtain a shorter line ? You would increase the earthworks and 
the cost.
1880. Would you increase the grades ? Not necessarily.
1881. Do you know the proposed site of the bridge across the Gwydir Elver ? Approximately, it is a 
little east of Ezzy’s crossing.
1882. Have you any reason to hold contrary opinions to your chief in the matter of the crossing of the 
bridge across there ? No.
1883. Do you think the amount provided for will be sufficient to construct tho bridge ? I think so.
1884. That is, between £3,000 and £5,000 ? Yes.
1885. Will it not drain a large watershed ? It will;'but I do not think it will he anv larger than the 
Namoi Eiverat Narrabri, which has about the same sized bridge constructed with a timber superstructure.
1886. Do we understand that you provide steel cylinder piers and a wooden superstructure for the Gwydir 
Eiver ? I cannot exactly say what was provided for with regard to the Gwydir, hut the Namoi bridge 
has wooden piers.
1887. Is it to be a timber bridge throughout, or a steel bridge with a timber superstructure? I shall have 
to get that information at the office. If there is any steel it will only be the cylinders.
1888. Have you seen the bridge across the Macintyre at Inverell? Yes.'
1889. Will it be as large as that? It will be about the same size.
1890. Do you know the cost of that bridge ? No.
1891. I am informed that it cost nearly £l0,000 ? If that is the case, and the other has been estimated 
at £5,000,1 have no doubt the piers will be of timber. *
1892. Do you think a timber bridge will be suitable for that particular place ? T think so.
1893. With reference to your alternate survey at Warialda—what was the extra cost provided for bringing 
the line closer to Warialda than is provided for in the permanent survey ? Ido not know exactly.
1894. Did you explore the country about WaMalda ? I explored the lino through Warialda at the same 
time as I explored the whole of the line.
1895. Did vou go through Little Plain on your tour ? Yes.

1896.
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189G. 'Would it not be possible to bring that line closer to the travelling-stock reserve? You would-Mr. C. McD. 
have a great difficulty iu getting down to Inverell. AVc keep out from Little Plain in order to get as low Stuart, 
a crossing of the high ground as possible, so ae to work down in the shorter distance.
1897. Then, if there is to be any improvement in the line, it must bo at the cost of increasing the eon- c'' ‘
struction ? It will mean increased cost.
1898. The easiest grade which you can find has been obtained ? Yes,
1899. 1 presume your instructions were to find a good grade ? Yes.
1900. TVIth the object of carrying heavy loads ? Yes, certainly.

Mr. Thomas Jenldn, farmer, Inverell, sworn, and examined :—
1901. C7i«Vwo«.] Arc you an old resident of Inverell? I have resided here for twenty-four years.
1902. Mr. O’Connor.] What area of land have you ? 220 acres of freehold. ^ T. deutm.
1903. What do you produce ? Wheat, corn, hay, butter, fruit, and bacon.
1901. Have you any evidence to offer ? I am in favour of the Moree-Inverell line. 10 Oct., 1S96.
1905. lor what reasons? . First, because it is an inexpensive line to construct, and it will run through 
splendid country, and it will benefit considerably the farming community. Moree, and the stations around, 
is our chief market. We find a ready market for our surplus Hour, hay, corn, and fruit in that district.
1906. Have you ever considered the alternative route between here and Glen Innes ? Yes; there is no 
prospect of getting a market at Glen Innes, to any extent, for our produce.
1907. You would not have the same market as you would have with Moree ? No.
1908. Is it your opinion that a market in Moree would be more advantageous ? Yes; I have proved it 
since I have been in the district. I have only once sent my wheat to Glen Innes.
1909. Where do you generally send your wheat ? I have sent the team in a westerly direction for several 
years.^ On some occasions I sell my wheat in Inverell. Of course I do not know where it goes to after 
I sell it, but I think it chiefly goes to Moree. I am convinced we send about two-thirds of our flour in a 
westerly and north-westerly direction.
1910. I believe a great many farmers sell their wheat in Inverell ? Yes ; and the millers send it to Moree.
I have never heard of any being sent to Grafton.
1911. Do you share the general opinion that if there were aline of railway between Inverell and Moree it 
would open up a rich country ? I look upon it in this way: Moree is a progressive town ; she has had 
no mining to assist her, and has merely lived as it were upon the surface, instead of under the surface; 
nevertheless it is a prosperous town—-perhaps larger than Inverell. It is a large pastoral country, and I 
have no doubt a large amount of agricultural land could be brought under cultivation—that is, between 
Inverell and Moree.
1912. I suppose the construction of the proposed line would make the farmers more independent? Yes; 
there is a system of barter in this town. It is a market of exchange.
1913. I suppose you share the general opinion that a large population would he affected ? Yes ; a large 
population is settled around Moree at present.
1914. I suppose you know that a large quantity of land will he thrown open for selection in the course 
or a few years; do you think the whole of that which is available for agriculture will he absorbed? Yes.
I have no doubt there will be an increase in cultivation. Everyone, perhaps, will increase their cultivation.
1915. If you had a new outlet for your produce, would you immediately take advantage of it ? Yes.
There is one thing I should like to mention in reference to the survey of the line. At Mr. 'Weston’s the 
line runs in a northerly direction. If it were carried in a southerly direction, and the terminus were 
brought to Eoss’ Hill,there would he a saving of £20,000 or £30,000.
1916. In'what way? It would save 2 or 3 miles in distance; it would be an easy grade; and it would 
also save an expensive bridge over the Macintyre.
1917. But it is not proposed to go over the Macintyre? They must do so some day if they extend the 
line to Tenterfleld or to Glen Innes. It will make a longer line, but it "will he a very easy grade.

Mr. Peter Balls Eddy, farmer and grazier, Eddy Park, Inverell, sworn, and examined:—
1918. Chairman.] 'Where is your residence ? About 10 miles south-west of Inverell. HA
1919. How do you get to your property ? By way of Gum Flat. P. B. Eddy.
1920. How far are you from the main Warialda Hoad ? About a mile. /—-~n
1921. I understand you have a large holding? I have 6,260 acres. It consists of conditional purchase ^ Oct., 1895. 
land aud part freehold.
1922. I believe you are President of the Progress Committee at Little PJaiu ? Ho ; I am Chairman of 
the Moree Sailway Extension League.
1923. 1 understand you have some returns which you would like to lay before the Committee ? I wish 
to point out that in the four years from 1892 to 1896 I have produced the following:—flour, 320 tons ; 
pollard, 48 tons; bran, 96 tons; total, 464 tons. That has passed through the mill, and with the 
exception of 10 tons, and a small quantity bought at Bingera, is my own produce. In 1896 I produced 12 
tons 15 ewt. of potatoes. In the same year I produced 40 tons of hay and 130 tons of maize. All this 
was grown on my farm.
1924. Have you disposed of this ? No, but I have disposed of part of it.
1925. Have you been farming for some years ? Yes,
1926. How have you disposed of your produce? By getting my wheat ground into flour and by taking
it west, principally to Moree, Goondiwindi, Boggabilla and- Mungindi, ,
1927. Have you taken it to any place on the Inverell side of Moree? A little, but not much.
1928. Can you give us any idea of tho amount you sent to the western country? I sent the whole of 
what I had produced, with the exception of what I require for my own consumption.
1929. How much would you take out of the 462 tons ? Ten tons—that leaves 452 tons.' In travelling in
the western country I can see loaded waggons and drays coming into Moree from all directions. It is 
impossible for any man to estimate the consumption of the Moree district. ] 930.
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^r' 1930. If you defy any man to estimate the consumption of that part of the country, how can you say
l.B. Eddy. ^}iere |s going to be a large market for you? I can only judge by the number of teams I saw' with 
lOOct~lS96 ^oa^nS ^iat district.

'' ' 1931. Can you give us an idea of the general traffic there ? I cannot; it is impossible, We could supply
Collarendabri, TValgett, and Bourke.
1932. I suppose you are aware it is very rarely that the river allows the steamers to trade between Valgett 
and Bourke? In some seasons it might do so.
1933. Do you know there has been a period, as long as three years, when they could not trade ? Then that 
would not prevent us having the Narrabri market. There is no doubt, however, we can get the Narrabri 
market and the Walgett market in addition to the Moree, Mungindi, Collarendabri and Collymonglc 
markets. Then we go up to ICunopia. I do not say the traffic would go to G-oondiwindi if the line were 
built. It would go by teams unless in the wool season. No doubt in the wool season flour would be 
taken back very cheaply as return loading.
1934. You think it will offer a market at any rate for a great portion of your produce? I'^or the whole 
of it for some time.
1935. If you contemplate having a market there for 5,000 or 6,000 tons you may be dissnpointed? T do 
not think so in view of the increased settlement which is likely to take place.
1936. It is estimated there will be 1,500,000 acres thrown open within the Moree land district in the 

•course of a few years. Are you aware that the settlers must have a large area to live upon and are you
aware that 3,000 acres is considered small enough ? Yes.
1937. If you divide 1,500,000 acres by 3,000 you will not put more than 500 additional beads of families 
on the land, and, therefore,'where is the enormous settlement to come from ? But there is land to be 
settled upon between here and Moree.
193S. But there would be other producers closer to it than you might he ? There might be.
1939. With regard to the question of the western absorption ;—with these facts before you, would you
attach the value to the western country as an absorbent which you appear to have done ? 1 think there
would be a large consumption there, and the surplus no doubt would go somewhere else.
1940. Then you are of opinion that the western country will offer a partial market to you ? A goed 
market.
1941. What market do you expect to reach with the balance ? Newcastle.
1942. Do you think you will be able to send it that distance and compete with the farmers whom you 
will meet lower down the line ? I do not see anything to stop us.
1943. Are you aware that with the line which is in existence from the north to Glen Innes, 420 miles 
from Sydney, and Tenterfleld 420 miles, it is almost an impossibility for the farmers to send their produce 
to Sydney ? I am not astonished at that, as the produce has to be hauled over Ben Lomond.
1944. Do you know that the grade on Ben Lomond is 1 in 40. Are you aware that it is not the grade on 
Ben Lomond which will stop the traffic to Sydney, bat the grade on the Hawkesbury River of 1 in 40. If 
your traffic has to be hauled towards Sydney it will have to negotiate the stiff grade of 1 in 40 at the 
Hawkesbury Eiver ? In that case why not let the produce stop at Newcastle, and ship it from there.
1945. As a matter of business, would it not be cheaper for you to send your produce from here to Glen
Innes and thence to Newcastle, that being shorter by several miles than the line proposed to be 
constructed ? 1 think not.
1946. Do you think it would be cheaper to go by the longer route? Yes: the Commissioners have
lowered the rate so much that they have enabled tho farmers to reach Newcastle, or Sydney,-or any 
place of consumption. ■
1947. Have you had a difficulty in any year, in disposing of your crops ? No.
194S, You are aware that the opening of the line to Moree is likely to make a considerable difference in 
the supply of that district with every kind of produce ? I think so.
1949. You are aware that the road from Narrabri to Moree used to be very bad and at times almost 
impassable ? Yes.
1950. And they have a certain road in the railway now ? Yes.
1951. Are you not more afraid of losing the trade you already have with the Moree district than of antici
pating an increased trade in the future ? I am afraid we are going to lose the trade we have, and that we 
should not be able to put down any more crops. I employ a good number of mon, and if we are refused 
this railway I should at the earliest possible moment put my land under artificial grass and discharge mv 
men.
1952. You necessarily use a good many supplies m the course of a year ? Yes.
1953. Including farming implements ? Yes.
1954. And stores which you would get with the railway? Yes.
] 955. If you got them via Glen Innes £2 a ton cheaper than by the railway at the door, what then ? I 
am prepared to take them by the cheapest ivay of course.
1956. If it should be discovered that there is a discrepancy of freight of that character there would he a 
probability of most of the return goods coming tho other way on account of the cheapness ? f think not. 
I have reason to think the Commissioners null make the rates so that we can land goods from Sydney here 
ns cheaply as from Sydney to Glen Innes.
1957. You are aware that there is an estimated loss of £2,S00 on the proposed line ? Yes.
1955. That loss has been calculated upon the existing rales per mile. Consequently if differential rates 
were established, the earning power of the line must be reduced, although the convenience to the producers 
would be great ? Yes.
1939. Supposing you were to gel your stuff under the cheapest scale, namely the truck rate ; if it would 
cost under the truck system—that is the 6-ton system—£8 7s. per ton to land general goods here, do you 
ihiuk you would be likely to uso the railway ? It would depend on what the goods were. If I could get 
them cheaper any other way I would use the other way,
1960. As a matter of fact, do you or do you not know you can get goods cheaper the other way at the 
present time ? If the Commissioners say they will carry them to Inverell as cheaply as they ivould to 
Glen Innes we v'ould get them this "way, because it would save us the extra haulage.
1961. Supposing you find you can land your goods here at £5 a ton by the team, and it will cost you £7 
a ion by the train, which would you use? .1 would use the carriers. Of course wc must travel the

cheapest
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cheapest way. I hear there is an agitation for a railway from Inverell to Glen Innes, and from Glen
Innes to the coast. I hold that Glen Innes has already got more than it is entitled to. A petition in ^ Eddy.
favour of the line from Inverell to Moree was presented to Parliament by the Member for the district a
short time ago. It contained 1,100 signatures. ' )0 Oct., 1896.
1962. I suppose you have found, in the course of your business relations with the nestern country, that 
in bad seasons there is greater demand for forage ? Yes, and flour.
1963. I presume the last twelve months would be considered a bad season for Moree, but a good one for 
the suppliers ? Yes, for fodder.
1964. Supposing they had a good season in that district, would not tho demand fall off considerably ? It 
would for corn and chaff.
1963. But there would be about the same demand for flour? Yes.
1966. I suppose that has really been tho history of tho business between the two places ? Yes, 1 think so.
1967. Mr. Blade.'] In 1891, in giving evidence before a Sectional Committee, you expressed your belief 
that the trade between Inverell and the west would bo limited except in time of drought;—what has caused 
you to change your opinion ? That is for fodder.
1968. Then you hold the same opinion with regard to fodder? Yes; it is limited at times, except during 
drought.
1969. You do not agree with one or two witnesses who thought you would have always a large market 
there for fodder ? Every man has an opinion of Ins own.
1970. And you do not agree with them? On some points I do, on others 1 do not.
1971. If you agree with them you have changed your opinion since 1891, and you have already said you 
have not changed it? 1 have already told the Chairman that there is a limited market there in good 
seasons.
1972. At that time you favoured the Glen Innes railway ? 1 did,
1973. Now you think ituould bean injustice to Inverell to giro Glen Innes two railways, and Inverell 
only one? You will understand that we had no railway from Narrabri to Moree then, neither was the 
Central Division thrown open for settlement. Circumstances have altered eases.

MONDAY, 12 OCTOBER, 1896.
[The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Inverell, at 10 a.m.]

frrsent:—
CHAELES ALEKED LEE, Esq., Chairman-.

The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G. Henry Clarke, Esq.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. Georoe Black, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered tho proposed Eailway from Moree to Inverell.
Mr. John Sinclair, stock and station agent, Inverell, sworn, and examined .—

1974. Chairman^ How many years have you been residing in this district? Twenty-five years. -y
1975. Arc you well acquainted with the various agitations in this district for railway connection? Yes. j. Sinclair.
1976. Are you conversant with all the routes which have been proposed P Yes.
1977. Have you a personal knowledge of the one at present under consideration? Yes. ]2 0rt,, 13%.
1978. Mr. Black.] If you prefer to make a detailed statement before being examined, you might assist 
the labours of the Committee? I should like to say I have always beeu opposed to any connection west 
of this place. I have been a consistent advocate for the nearest possible connection, which is by way of 
Glen Times. Eirst of all, it connects us with a splendid geographical centre, with a town with a similar 
population to our own, about 9,000, with which we have a considerable interchange of prorluce. Glen 
Innes is our only natural outlet to reach the markets which will give relief to this rich district. lam opposed 
to tho Moree line on public grounds. I look to the future. They have no population there to take any- 
1bing like the produce we grow at present. The population of the electoral district of the Gwydir "is 
something over 8,000 ; of the Namoi, something like the same. If you get the whole of that trade they 
will only consume about 100,000 bushels. I will quote the population from the census of 1891. There 
may have been a little change since, but very little. Tho population of the district of the Gwydir, in 1891, 
was 8,281. I may tell you that is a very large electorate; it included part of the Horton Eiver, above 
Bingera, and going to Collarendabri. The population of the electoral district of the Namoi is 8,486.
The two combined make close upon 17,000 people. Any business man knows what consumption they 
want. I know from my experience of the district that many people are selling out; in fact, one man only 
last week sold 8,000 acres. The land has fallen into the hands of pastoralists, and I think that state of 
things will continue. Out beyond Moree will always bo a pastoral country. My principal argument in 
favour of the line going to Glen Innes is, that we are a large grain-growing district, and Glen Times is 
not. Neither New England nor Tenterfleld grow anything for their own requirements. We have a con
siderable population to the east, where 1 consider our market lies. As a wheat-producing district we are 
nearer that market than any other district of the Colony
1979. That is on the table-land and the coast? Yes; I find the population of the north coast, which 
includes Ballina, Bellinger, Casino. Grafton, Kempsey, Lismore, Macleay, Macksville, Muruillumbah,
Macquarie, Taree, and Ulmarra—68.811. On New England, including Armidale. Bundarra, Barrabu,
Drake, Emraaville, Glen Innes, Hillgrove, Inverell, Manilla, Nundlc, Tamworth, Tenterfleld, fralla, and 
Walcha—many of those towns are large producers of whear themselves—the total population is 06,578.
Of course, we do not claim to supply Tamworth, Manilla, and Barraba where they grow wheat. Now I 
will givcyou the population west of Inverell: Bingora.Boggabri, Collarendabri,Gunnedah, Moree. Narrabri,
Quirindi, Malgett, and 'Warialda—28,880. Ton will observe that this western population also goes 
a long way down the northern line, taking in Quirindi, which is a wheat-producing place. The eastern

population—
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,?.k\ . population—supposing you were to get tliera all—would want 812,000 bushels of wheat, but we do not 
J. Sinclair, c]ajm tlmfc much. I am putting the consumption of both districts before you. West of Inverell they 

wou^d require 173,000 bushels. 1 will now put before you the wheat grown in 27ew England last year, 
e’’ ‘1895; Armidale, 18,211 bushels; Glen Innes, 25,968 bushels; Tenterfield, 15,000 bushels. That is a

total of 59,179 bushels for Mew England. The population as 1 have already stated is 35,771. Calculating 
6 bushels for each person, they would require 214,626 bushels per year for their own consumption. 
Taking off what they grow—59,070 bushels, it leaves 155,000 bushels, which they must import to supply 
themselves. The places T have enumerated are not over 100 miles from Inverell, and if we had a railway 
we should supply these districts before any other in the Colony, That is a market we can claim naturally. 
Mr. Utz buys 60,000 bushels a year, and is prevented getting it here by the excessive cost of carriage. 
He buys largely here—as much as circumstances allow—but he buys largely from other places, although 
he is within 42 miles of us. In addition to these, we look to supplying the coast districts in the future— 
those which are nearest—because they have to be supplied from somewhere, and if we get direct com
munication we are nearer to them than anyone else. If we send via Moree wc have to go to Narrabri, 
Werris Creek, and Newcastle, and send from there by boat, which is almost an impossibility. Whilst 
dealing with the grain I should like to refer to another source of outlet which I consider we can 
command for some time, and that is Queensland. Many witnesses have ridiculed the idea of sending 
produce there. I have the wheat production of Queensland for the last ten years, which I wish 
to tender in evidence. Last year they only produced 109,947 bushels in the whole of Queensland. 
In Queensland they have a population of 460,550, so that their consumption should be 2,703,000 
bushels. Last year they grew 123,000 bushels, which left them with 2,600,000 bushels to import. 
I find from the Customs in Queensland that they collected duty on 32,855 tons of flour in 1895, 
and on wheat 364,495 bushels. We are only 353 miles from Brisbane by way of Glen Innes and 
Tenterfield, and about 252 miles to Toowoomba. Although they have magnificent land on the Downs, 
the great uncertainty in regard to rust invariably prevents them having a big yield. Warwick is 
supposed to bo one of the finest districts, and last year it only grew 16,009 bushels. I put in evidence 
the following return for the last ten years;—

Wheat Returns.—Table No. CLXXXVII. 
Return for ten years.

Year.

Tota] 
extent 
of land 
sown 
with 

wheat 
grain

Area
unpro

ductive.

EcsuKs.

Total Total 
area 

cut for 
green 
food.

Affected with rust. Free from rust.
-area 

mown 
for bay.

reaped
for

grain.

Total
area

affected
with
rust.

Hay. Grain. Toial 1 Hay. Groin.

Acres. Produce Acres. jper acre
free 1

i from Acres, rust. ]Acrf!s-
Pro

duce. Acres. Produce
Attr- ige per acn.

acres acres acres acres acres acres tons bushels bushels
4 1

acres j tons bntheia bus’!-

1886 15,665 8,697 1,759| 181 5,028 8,734 7,446 12,609 1,288 13,047 10-8 1,722 1,251 2,787 471 8,176 17-21

1887 10,563 2,145 7,679 170 569 1,517 738 1,466 779 13,702 17 35 8,307' 1,407 2,461 6,900 168,606 24-26

1888 9,602 193 499 104 8,806 174 108 138 66 911 13-48 5isl 85 125 433 7,352 16-59

1880 15,861 7,326 7,504 76 955 12,130 6,343 12,108 5,787 98,004 17-7 2,70o! 983 2,225 1,717 36,331 21-10

1890 12,063 1,610 10,294 63 96 1,265 479 866 786 11,508 14-38 10,639 1,131 1,780 9,508 196,432 20-41

1891 20,510 1,082 18,733 131 573 1,852 307 505 1,545 28,884 18-41 17,983, 775 1,278 17,190 363,425 218

1802 33,332 1,423 30,907 167 835 1,844 220 359 1,618 28,642 17-42 30,486 1,197 1,818 29,289 433,941 14-49

1893 31,750 2,417 28,411 340 582 4,459 680 757 3,779 42,427 11-23 26,369 1,7371
2,063 24,632 370,667 15-05-

1894 34,337 4,643 27,991 747 1,006 9,992 2,597 3,202 7,395 122,212 16 o3 22,642| 2,046 3,160 20,596 422,973 20'54

1895 29,650 1,344 12,950 1,216 14,140 2,702 301 293 2,401 13,683 5‘70 1I,592| 1,043 1,135 10,549 109,947 10-42

19S0. Have you anything further to say ? I only wish to emphasise tho importance of the Queensland 
market to us. We'are within 200 miles of that great consumption, and I think we can claim that we are 
nearer to it than any other district of New South Wales. I always look upon that as a great outlet. In 
1892 it was estimated that our revenue on the Glen Innes line would be £15,326. That is the estimated 
traffic between Inverell and Glen Innes. Mr. Harper did not think we should realise anything like that; 
nevertheless, in the same year—1892—the gross earnings at Glen Innes were £25,081. _ _
1981. What do you mean by the gross earnings? The Commissioners’ railway returns. The question is
how much of that can we claim. I maintain we can claim two-thirds of it, because out of the 12,000 bales 
of wool which were trucked there all went west of Glen Innes. There is Dundee on the north, and Deep
water, and Glencoe, which arc credited with any wool on that side. East of Glen Innes they are all cattle, 
so that that 12,000 hales went from here or west of Glen Innes, I maintain that if it did—and the 
earnings of that section at Glen Innes were £25,000—we are entitled to two-thirds, or £16,000. I have 
spoken1 to experienced men in Glen Innes about it, and they tell me I can claim credit for more; anyhow, 
it verifies the statement which has been put forth that if we had a railway the estimated revenue would be- 
realised. In 1893 there were 13,963 bales of wool trucked from Gleu Innes. At Tenterfield, iu 1892, 
the railway earnings were £10,692. I think we are as productive as Tenterfield, and yet the previous 
estimate of the Department for this district was only £8,000. There were 237 bales of wool at Tenter
field that year. , , .
1982. Chairman.'] Practically nothing ? No. I have compared this district with Mudgee. I find that m 
the same year the earnings at Mudgee were £29,825. I claim, judging by the takings of the Glen Innes 
railway station, that the figures, as put forward, were more than realised. I have not prepared any fresh, 
statement of traffic, because I do not think there is any material difference. I have prepared a statement.

as
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as to tlie wool which I consider would be trucked if there were a railway constructed from G-lcn Innes to 
] nverell, and I wish to put it in. It is as follows:— “

Number of Bales of \Yool that would be trucked at Inverell if connected with Glen Innes by rail.

Mr. _
J. Sinclair.

12 Oct., 1896.

Name of Station, N IIo, of Bates* j Name of Station* No* of Bales.

Yallaroi ..............
Gunyerwarildi ...
Myall Creek ......
Reedy Creek ......
Cnoppa.................
Kulki ................
J. and C. Clieadle
M. Campbell ......
Fraser's Creek.....
Clerkncss.............
Glenorchy ..........
Bukkulla............
T. Cook & Co......
James Campbell... 
Long Reach..........

1,100000
900
600
250

00
36
45

240
500

80
400
500200
50

5,591*

Oregan ...................
G on mama...............
Gragin ...................
Settlers on Gragin
Rearsby Hall..........
Warialda selectors
Coolootai ...............
Wallangra...............
Yetman...................
Karoola...................
Bannockburn..........
Arrawatta...............
Hinton Vale..........
Glenortny...............
Aubnm Yale..........
Byron........................
Franc Park ..........
Inverell Station .
All selections..........
Scoured wool..........
Hinton Vale, East

200
500
SCO
200'
so200

400
1,200200

100
30020080
50

250
200
100
600

1,0001,000
40

7,700

Intermediate Stations between Inverell and Glen Innes.
Ncwsteact, South ............................... 3o0
Newstead, North ................ ..................... 1 300
King’s Plain ..................................... | fioo
Waterloo.................................................... 350 J Welliiigrove...... ......... ............

Glcndou..................... *...............................
1,600

SO
60

120200
200
660

* 1 hold the owners' certificates for this lot that they would send here if connected with Glen fanes.

10S3. Mr. JJ/rrcfc.] You rely, as the main factor iu makinir a railway between Glen Innes aud Inverell 
pay, upon tbe conveyance of wheat P Not wholly ; there is a low freight on wheat, but it will be one of 
the principal products. "
1984'. Do you rely on wheat in conjunction with wool ? Yes; we have largo quantities of wool, which 
means a large return loading in salt.
1985. Your objection to the Moree line is that, in the first place, communication westward will provide 
you with an insufficient market? Yes.
1936. In addition to that, tbe distance to Newcastle and Sydney, Moree, and the fact that between 
those points be other districts more favoured geographically—producing the same things—would put you 
at a disadvantage in competition with them in the Newcastle and Sydney markets ? Yes.
1987. On the other hand, you argue that by connection with the main northern line you will find a large 
market in postal towns which you enumerate;—would they depend upon conueclion with the coast? 
Many of them would. I do not think there are many of them without a railway.
1988. Then, for present purposes, we can dismiss the coastal towns, there being no connection with the 
Great Northern line ? Yes.
1989. Then you may say that, as a matter of positive fact, you base your belief on the Glen Innesdine 
on the fact that with New England you would have a large interchange of products, and would also find 
a market in the metropolis? Yes.
1990. With regard to the interchange of products with New England, you would send wheat there;— 
what would you get in return in good seasons ? Potatoes. I do not think, however, we should get many-' 
potatoes, but we should get other goods back.
1991. If they did not come from New England you would not be exchanging products with New Eng
land ;—I want to stick to the local exchange of products ? Potatoes are sent in here.
1992. Anything else which is grown in New England? Oats arc sent in, but not to any great extent.
1993. And in such a dry season as last season I suppose chaff would be sent ? Yes; but not often.,
1994. You do not often have bad seasons now? No.
1995. Then there would not often be an exchange of chaff for wheat ? No.
1996. That is only a remote contingency ? Yes.
1997. Would there be any consumption of Inverell mutton in tbe New England district? Yes.
1998. Would it be travelled, or sent by rail ? It would be trucked if we had a railway. We always
supply New England. ’ J
1999. Is not the stock route well grassed, as a rule ? Eairlv. .
2000. You believe the earnings of a Glen Innes railway would be £15,000 per annum ? I do.
2001. Do you anticipate that with such earnings the railway would run without loss to the revenue? 
We do not know what it would cost. At one time it was to cost £8,000 a mile, then £7,000, and then 
£6,000. The last estimate is £317,000 for tho whole line, and I thinkiwe can pay on that.
2002. If we calculate that a line to Glen Innes will cost £300,000, which I suppose it would, and if we 
reckon interest on that a+ per cent, per annum, we should have about £10,700. The estimate of 
working expenses is, or was, £6,296. That will give a total of £16,996, showing a loss per annum 
of nearly £2,000 ;—would you, in spite of that loss, sfill be disposed to recommend the construction of 
tho railway ? Certainly.
2003. You think, then, that an initial loss of that character would soon be reduced or removed altogether ?
I think it would, 2004.
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Mr- 2004. You are satisfied that if there is a loss at the beginning it will not be of a permanent character? J, Sinclair, j am>
]20^1Sfl6 ^ou aPPeaT believe that one of the reasons for recommending the Moree line is that there will

c''’ ,'t1, be a large trade done with the border towns of Queensland you appear to believe that if a line be
carried to Glen Innes a very much larger trade will be done with Queensland by tapping centres of 
population than by dealing with the small and scattered towns on the Queensland border? We could 
not send wheat to Moree. and then to Goondiwindi by team. It is SO miles to Goondiwindi, and we are 
only 110 miles from it here.
2006. And even after you get there tho market is small? Yes; we command that market now, and 
always will do, I think, against the Moree railway.
2007. Do yon think those towns are supplied now principally from Inverell ratlier than Moree? I do.
I heard Mr. Howard give evidence on Saturday to the effect that the firm he represents sent 60 tons of 
Hour there one year, and I am sure he is correct. It is only a small population.
2008. But Moree is nearer to Goondiwindi than Inverell? Yes; 30 miles nearer.
2009. Is there any difference in the road or the conformation of the country ? It is a better road between 
here and Goondiwindi. It is not such a heavy road in anything like decent weather.
2010. Then you think, so far as Inverell is concerned, the construction of a line to Moree will not increase 
its traffic with Queensland? No, I do not think so.
2011. And you believe that if you have communication with the northern line you will be able to supply 
Queensland largely with wheat ? 1 think the distance warrants it.
2012. Then you must believe that Queensland has little prospect of being able to supply her own wants
with that cereal ? I do. She has always had, in most favourable years, to import over 2,000,000 bushels 
to supply herself. _
2013. Do you think the climate of the Darling Downs is not favourable to wheat-growing ? No, it is not.
2014. The quality of tbe soil, of course, is suitable, but there is some factor iu the climate—I suppose 
humidity—which renders wheat-growing there unprofitable? I cannot enter into the scientific part of 
the question. I do not know whether it is humidity or whal, but it is a fact, nevertheless, that they do 
not produce it.
2015. Do you think you could supply that market in spite of import duties on wheat at a return which 
would pay the farmers of Inverell? It depends on the through rates to Sydney. Perhaps we could. £l 
a ton is a big duty on flour. Wc^o not anticipate that the duty will always exist. "VVe send flour 
over now.
2016. If yon had federation, and the removal of border duties, you would, I suppose, have a certain
market there ? I think we have every reason to expect it. ,
2017. Against all competitors ? Yes; against the whole world.
2018. In your estimate of the earnings of the Glen Innes line, whal proportion do you put down for the - 
conveyance of goods from the metropolis? I have not the detailed statement now. Mr. McLean will 
give that evidence later on.
2019. You have no idea then what proportion of the £15,000 you put down for the conveyance of goods 
from Sydney, and you have no idea what proportion that sum bears to the total imports by the district ?
I can give you the tonnage in and out to Glen Imies.
2020. What is the total import of tbe district ? The import in 1392 was 8,771 tons, and the total 13,298— 
that is, the in and out tonnage of Glen Innes.
2021. Of the tonnage of 8,771 tons of imports, what proportion do you think would come by rail in the 
event of you having communication with Glen Innes ? We hare taken credit for two-thirds, but I main
tain the whole of it would come with the impetus which a railway would give to population here.
2022. Do you think that is a fair calculation ? J think so.
2023. If the people of Glen Innes find, with direct railway communication, thev will be 53 miles nearer to 
Sydney than you, and if they find that they can bring goods from Sydney to Glen Innes for £1 to £110s. 
a ton more cheaply via Grafton than by rail, and therefore avail themselves largely of the Grafton com
munication—do you think the experiences of tho people of Inverell are likely to bo any different?

' No, I do not suppose they will change. I have no doubt they would get the goods in the cheapest way if 
they were not in a hurry.
2024. If that be so, and if a large proportion of goods comes to you via Grafton instead of from Sydney 
direct through Glen Innes, what is the prospect of a railway paying ? They would not carry them here 
by dray.
2025. Do you think that if they were landed at Glen Innes by teams from Grafton they would be tran
shipped there to the railway ? J should hope so. We arc paying a big rate of carriage between here and 
Glen Innes, and if we cannot get it done cheaper the railways are of no use.
2026. Is it not a fact that when carriers once get a load an extra journey of a few miles do6s not make 
much difference in tbe cost of carriage ? Ido not think 42 miles journey is n few miles.
2027. Supposing you were loading from Grafton to Glen Innes—a distance of 110 miles—at £2 10s. per
ton, would not the carriers who carried the goods that distance for £2 10s. per ton be glad to bring 
them on to Inverell, say, for 12s. 6d. a ton extra ? I do not think so. I think £1 is the through rate now 
from there. _ _
2028. But you say they have no competitor at present,—under the stress of competition, do you not think 
they would be disposed to lower the rate ? the railway rates are considerably under 12s. Gd.
2029. Then you have another point to consider. As far as I know anything about the matter, the team
ster who carries goods for a storekeeper usually has some dealings with the storekeeper, and takes a 
certain quantity of his loading out in goods ? That is so. _
2030. Is it not possible that the storekeeper would pay the teamster a little more for carriage between
Glen Innes and Inverell than he would pay the railway authorities, because he would increase his business 
by his transactions with the teamster, and because tbe cost of carriage for the whole distance from Sydney, 
in spite of tbe increase between Glen Innes and Inverell, would be to the advantage of the Grafton- 
Glen Innes team route ? Yes; I think, probably, some of it would come as you suggest, but I do not 
know what proportion. _
2031. Mr. Olarke.'] You favour a line from Inverell to Glen Innes, instead of tbe proposed line from 
Moree to Inverell? Yes.

2032.
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2032. Your principal reason is that you are desirous of continuing the trade to some point on the coast?
Yes ; and the northern and southern traffic as welL J.
2033. In the event of a railway from Inverell to Glen Innes being built at some future time, do you
think it would give you. a Letter market at both places ? Yes. 12
2034. "Would there be an interchange of products? Yes. ■
2035. And even if a line were not constructed to the coast, would a considerable trade still continue to 
be done by carriers from Grafton to Gleu Innes? I suppose it would, but 1. cannot answer with certainty. 
2030. YYTo have it in evidence that from somewhere north of the Macleay and the Manning to the Tweed 
there is a population of 80,000 people? That is so.
2037. And you consider they are entitled to some communication from the table-land to the main line
and down to the coast, via Grafton, or Casino, or CoS’s Harbour ? Decidedly. ’
2038. You have already slated that the country from Inverell to Moree, and north and west of that
towards the Queensland border, would not absorb the whole of the produce grown in this district ? Ho • 
tbe population is limited. ’
2039. Therefore you must find a market for the surplus elsewhere ? Yes.
2010. Where do you think that market would be found ? After supplying the adjacent places I have 
mentioned, they will have to get to the seaboard somewhere—to Sydney or Queensland.
2041. Do you think that it would bo possible for much wheat to go to*Queensland at present? The £1 
duty is a great difficulty, and there will not be any big trade whilst it exists. I am quite sure, however 
that there will bo a market for this district. There is a duty on Hour whatever wav it may come in ’
2042. "When federation arrives ? Yes. '
2043. Or when there is some alteration in tbe present tariff? Yes.
2044. Do you not think that Queensland could be supplied with flour and wheat by tbe seaboard from South
Australia and Victoria more cheaply than from here ? I do not think so, because wherever you briim 
it there must be some land carriage. J &
2045. Do you not think the people between here aud Moree are entitled to some consideration, in view of
the bad stale of the roads and the existence of country in which it is very difficult to make roads ? Yes 
“040. And supposing they have no railway ? They could go to Moree and come here. ’
2047. Dy road? Yes. Jlieir principal trucking is wool, which stands a little more carriage—more than 
anything else. That could go to Moree. The Warialda traffic would come here.
2048. If a railway were ultimately constructed from Inverell to Glen Innes, would it answer the purposes
ot the people between Moree and Inverell? It would answer them as far as Warialda. Thoy would 
send their produce to Inverell. J

2°49. Mr. Soherts.] Is much agriculture carried on between Inverell and Glen Innes at tlicpresent time 3 
A good deal. 1
2050. "What is the area under cultivation at the present time? There is a considerable area.
20O1. 1 was under the impression that it was principally devoted to pastoral purposes is that so g
I arts of it are, but there is n large area of land under crop between here aud Glen Junes 
2052 But as a matter of fact, there is no farm of any importance at the present time between Inverell 
and Glen Innes ? Yes ; there is a good quantity of it. Ten miles from hero, at Hrodie’s Plains, it is all
2053. 1. believe there is any quantity of good land which would be suitable fora^rieulluro? Yes - it is all
agricultural land. ' ?
2054. Is it not held in large estates ? Yes ; there arc four estates upon it.
2055. Can you say that if a lino were constructed to Glen Innes those estates would be thrown open for
the purpose of wheat-growing ? I have no doubt they would. I am interested in one, and they can have 
that for wheat I am quite sure Die proprietors are only wishful to get the land under wheat; they have 
often expressed themselves to that effect. ■
2056. \Vhat value would you put on tho land per acre for leasing it in small holdings ? I should think 
about 3s. or 4s. an aero it it were cleared It might be 5s. A good deal depends on the improvements. 
I he mixed agricultural and grazing hmd lets for about 2s. and Is. 9d. at present.
2°o7 'Would that pay the owner of the land better than running sheep upon It ? I do not know that 2s 
would _ They have an idea here of adopting the share system if railway communication be available 
20oS. 1 on mean the halves system ? Y cs. Some adopt the (birds system
oSn 56 SlTP T,\t0 *1!° aCrS btVC°n 1I?':creU aad fllcn J]lncs ? ^out a sheep to tbe acre,2000. \\ hat is the value of their ficcce ? Three shillings. , 1
onm>‘ n0t lb° ia,,ld valued higher than the quotation you have given some years a^o ? Yes 

t0 116 Seil(’™1 depression that you now quote a lower price ? It is ’
*063. Y ou have stated that you opposed the M.orec route on public grounds :-wil] you explain what you 
mean ? 1 consider the distance is prohibitive of benefit to this district in any way, and if a line were built 
traffic would not go there, and there is no population to consume our produce.
Q?6/''o 1 ^ou ,m"nc>r "'crc sl,ent 1,1 constructing the proposed line it would be a loss to the
eve Gf f T’ L ^ wouJd bl; 11 biS traffic bctwecn hero and the east,©veti it the I me to Moree were constructed. ’
2065. With regard to tho intorchange of products between Inverell ami Glen Lines, what would Glen
Innes have to send to Inverell which Inverell would be unable to grow ? 1 do not think G len Innes can
send much that we cannot grow, except, perhaps, potatoes and oats.
onev if ^ w?11 a fa,Ct tlwt UlC soil of Invci'c11 is admirably adapted for the production of potatoes ? Y"es 
2667. And it a railway were constructed, would not there be a large market; for potatoes in tho west? 
Ihere would be amarket, no doubt, but it would be a limited one. I may mention that potatoes in Inverell 
onf1c°V!lr,T lbe do ln ^ e!1 Iniles- Die colder the climate the better tbe potato
ySS’ euirSb^ndToMh001' liP°n e:i8lem Pait °f the C0l0ny liS 1,he markefc for I,lverc11 produce?

r ° >'°?.discai,d tbfi west ^together ? Ho ; only it is a limited market there 
7°'°, in f°,ur f.8timate eastern market you said 812,000 bushels would be required ? Ho •I explained that deductions would have io be made because o£ Tainworth 1
2071. In the 81.2,000 bushels you included the towns of Grafton, Casino, Lismorq, and others ? I did, 

366 O)—I 20“2'
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T Mr- 2072. How are you to set there P I do not expect to get there until there is a railway there. _
X Sinclair. 2073 js it a fair tiling, in drawing a comparison between tho two routes, to take that into consideration

19 rvi luofi at all? 1 think it is it'you arc proceeding on national ground. , , , ,, , T12 Oct., 1S9G. 2m. You have taken .J to conslideration; u, the estimate of 812,000 bushds, several towns which produce
targe quantities of wheat—Armidale, Glen Innes, and Tenterfield is not Manilla a largo wheat-producing 
district P Yes; but I explained about Manilla. A.rroidale, Tenterfield, and Glen limes do not produce
large quantities of wheat. They are largo importers. , -n ,•
2075. Arc you aware that a proposal to connect Tamworth with Manilla has been recommended to Par 1a-
2076* If thatrailway be constructed, will not there be a great increase in the production of wheat m that
district? I should think so. „ T j.- t i i-„i„;m u-2077. Then you could hardly claim Manilla as a market for Inverell wheat r I do not claim it at al.
2078. Then,'in the western market, you mention Bingera;—is there a large production of wheat there .
There is production fhere. ,
2070, But not very large ? Hot very large. There are 0110 or two mills there.
2080. How about Boggabri ? I do not think there is much grown there.
20SL How about Collarendabri? There is none grown there. There is a small population there.

. 2082. How about Guunedab, Moree and Narrabri? There is a large mi l going np at Narrabri.
2083. Is much wheat grown there at the present time ? I do not think there is a great deal giovwi the e, 
but 1 see thev are going to stimulate it.
2081. What about Quirindi ? Large quantities are grown there. - , „ i,rin ,
2085. Hoes it not appear to you that in the western market, there arc many ^he\° ^ n d
there is not much wheat grown, and therefore there must be a market for inverell produce ? I mentioned 
thoso centres and told you they contained 28,000 pobplo and I gave them credit for a consumption of 6
^SCMVhafc'lwant to point out is that I think your comparison of your eastern and western markets was
hardly on a fair basis ? I am willing to explain. «m-irl-pta? No
2087. Do you admit there is an error on your part 111 putting down eomo of the eas,tc™ ^ 8' J, 1's 
20SS. I refer in the first place to the coastal towns, and Amidale, Maudb, lamworfcb and^nterfic t . 
Those places I have mentioned, also Bingera, Boggabri, Collarendabri, Gunnedah, Quirindi, Walgott and 
Warialda. Allowing for C bushels per head they will take 173,000 bushels. I did not say they grew

' anything but they want that amount and it has to bo supplied. WM1<U (bn2080. What I want to point out is that in the western markets you gave nmi-prodncmg districts, w hilst ti e 
others produced wheat therefore from my point of view they would not require produce w hoicas the 
western market would ? I explained that Tamworth and Mam la were
2090. But vou put them down as a probable market for Inverell produce . bo, I G^ceP^cl I™”"- Q
2091. Chairman.] You went on to say that tho table-land required a certain amount. \es, loO.OOO

Blacky You said their consumption exceeded^ their production by 150,000 bushels? Yes. 
2093. That is Glen Innes, Armidale, and Tenterfield ? Yes.909d They uroducc 59.000 bushels, and consume 150,000 bushels more. xcs. f
2095 Will you admit that the 173,000 bushels which wil be required m the west-at
Binc-era Boggabri Collarendabri, Gunuedah, Moree, Walgott, and Warialda—will be sent there by way 
of Inverell If the proposed line be constructed? No, I will not admit that, because Bingera already
produces a certain quantity ; so do Quirindi and Narrabri. ■ i,„4-T1ivrr.rii nrnrq1IW at<>0% It a railway to Moree were constructed there would be a large market tor Inverell produce at 
Moree ? I do not think it would be a largo market, and I have been intimately associated with Moree lor
2097a mat aS Walgett ? That is 120 miles from Moree, over the worst roads in the country. Colla
rendabri is 80 miles from Moree. Mungindi is a small place on the Queensland border.
*’098 What about Warialda ? We look upon it as the twm-brothor of Inverell. . . ,
9091) mat is the last return vou have as to tho number of bushels of wheat grown 'vdhm tho elector al 
district of Inverell ? Last year 00,000 bushels were grown m tho police district. It was an exceptionally 
bad vear The year before tho return was 130,000 bushels—one of the biggest wc have had.SlOO7 Would not the whole of the 60,000 bushels of wheat find a market in the west ? Wo want most

2101 it mrta &C t that hitherto farmers have found it impossible to get rid of their wheat ? I do not
amlwaj totaordl i, No;

I think one ^ tJ1”e^^ f̂the5ti:lie{ ihiik^ro^^^ 0*1 wLTtTthriar^tratoi we
&rh“ to the west, south, and north-wherever they can

2103 not think that if a railway from Inverell to Moree be constructed, a very large area of land
will at once be put under cultivation with a view of increasing the production . I do not tinnk so.
2101. * Would not there bo a market for the surplus wheat in Newcastle ? Yes, but 1 think the distance

9in°0 W°mil9 vint that difficulty be got over in a- great measure from the large production of wheat per & 20 bnshdsV ncre? Yes, the yields are good; but wc want to get
S neareTway to n market-not to be taken from it. If we go to Moree wc go right away from om
SorDoeT^fpay at present to send wheat from Glen Innes to Newcastle or Sydney ? Yes; it would

2107CSI understand you to say you anticipate a largo market in Queensland^? Yes.
2ios! To what par/of Queensland would you expect the demand to set m. The south-west on this
2109.°Vbelieve'a"*g0od"deal of wheat goes out to Goondiwindi now ? Some flour goes out.
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2110. I suppose you can hardly expect to tap the Brisbane market ? If the rates were as favourable as
they are on the southern side. It is 10O miles nearer, but I do not claim that; I claim that we can send
large quantities to tho south-west.
2111. Would you go down as far as Toowoomba? Yes, and south-west of Toowoomba. Toowoomba is 
the largest wheat-growing district they have. They grew 4(1,000 bushels last year.
2L12. Is that owing to uncertain rainfall ? No ; I think it is due to the rust,
2113. How many miles is it from Inverell by way of Glen Junes to Toowoomba? 253.
2114. Is not Toowoomba exactly 100 miles from Brisbane ? 102,1 think,
2115. Does it not appear lo you that it would be impossible to compete with wheat brought from 
California or South Australia to Brisbane ? I am not claiming Brisbane.
2116. 'They would only have to take it 100 miles to Toowoomba, whereas you would have to take it 250 
miles ? 1 think it is quite possible to compete with them. Any wheat coming to Brisbane must bear a 
certain amount of land carriage wherever it comes from.
2117. Mr. O’0onnor.'\ What is the country between Inverell and Glen Innes capable of producing? It 
is capable of producing any agricultural produce.
2118. For tbe whole of the distance ? There is some hilly country, but it is all good on both sides of the
proposed line. ' ”
’2.119. Have you any idea what quantity of land between Inverell and Glen Innes is held by private owners?
I know there are four large holdings, but 1 do not know the amount.
2120. Are you aware whether the owners of these properties -would be -willing to give the land necessary 
for the construction of a line to Glen Innes ? I am not aware. I have some land and I will not give it 
Jree, but I will give it at the upset price of £1 5s. an aero. If you resume 2 chains the whole of the 
distance between Inverell and Glen Innes, the upset price for the whole would not come to more than 
£1,200.
2121. ChairmanBriefly’then your contention is that, in the best interests of Inverell. railway communi
cation should be made east and not west ? Decidedly.
2122. You believe that if you were connected with the Great Northern line to the east you will have a 
choice of markets ? Yes.
21.23, Have you seen the gradual settlement of tho western country? Yes.
2124. Is it ever likely to be thickly settled? I do not think it is particularly beyond Moree.
2125. Is it a class of country which admits of close settlement ? No. ,
2126. Jre yon aware that tho area of land to be alienated now is somewhat limited ? Yes.
2127. And when it is alienated you cannot look for any rapid development ? No.
2128. You have already told us that in your opinion the present population in the western district will not 
absorb the surplus produce from In verell? That is so. An increase of produce must take place at Inverell, 
and the absorbing power is not in tbe west at tho present time.
2129. "What would be the prospect of getting rid of the surplus stuff by way of tbe Moree line to Narrabri, 
and then to other markets? I think the population along that route is pretty well supplied; we should 
have to get to the water before we got any market.
2130. Arc there any intermediate markets between Armidale and Sydney? They do not grow any wheat
north of Tamworth. ’’
2131. Do you know whether there has,been any interchange of produce between Tamworth and Inverell ? 
No.
2132. Has there been any along the main northern line ? Tamworth used to send wheat to Glen Innes 
and Armidale; we want to stop that.
2133. I believe tbe Inverell wheat is noted for its quality ? Yos : it is.
2134. And when profitably brought in contact with the outside buyers there is no difficulty in selling it on 
the score of quality? It always brings the highest price.
2135. Do you think tho proper way of dealing with the traffic which lies -west of the (Ireafc Northern lino 
is, by way of Moree and the north-western line? 1 do not think it is, I am more largely interested in 
Moree than I am in Inverell.
2136. "What kind of interest have yon? A pastoral interest—I. have 30,000 acres about 25 miles from 
Morcc. Personally, it would suit me to go to Moree better than anywhere else.
2137. I presume the quantity of produce going in that direction would vary according to the seasons? Yes.
2138. For instance, if they had a good season in the Morcc district, would there be much demand for 
forage from here ? I do not think so.
2139. Would yon consider that the last twelve months in the Moree district have been an unfavourable 
season? _Yes; the last six months have; and part of 1894 was unfavourable too. I may say that the 
consumption of produce last year, by Moree, was better than wc have ever had it. Perhaps that was 
accelerated by the railway construction from Narrabri; but we sent more produce there last year than 
we have ever done.
2140. Therefore, a considerable discount may be taken off last year’s estimated consumption? Yes.
2141. What development do you think is likely to take place in the shape of mining, between Inverell 
and Moree ? I know of no mineral country there.
2142. Is there any on the eastern side ? Yes ; at Elmore, 12 miles on the cast, there is a little mining
town. One matter to which I wish to refer has reference to the number of sheep, which was given to 
you the other day, as being in the Warialda district, and which would support the railway. The number 
was estimated to be 1,500,000. The Warialda district is a very, large one. I have made a calculation to 
the effect that there arc 368,000 sheep there which arc already benefited by tho Moree line, and which 
■would not go on any part of the proposed line. There is Wellbon, for instance, due north of Moree, 
with 100,000 sheep, which are included in Waiialda. That is 24 miles from Moree, in the Goondiwindi 
direction, and the proposed line would not pick up a bale of wool from there. Neither would it pick up 
a single sheep from Tulloona nor Bullooroo. I estimate that there are 368,000 of the sheep referred to, 
which are already benefited by the Moree line. I give way to no one in my knowledge of the stock 
of that district. ■

67

Mr.
J. Sinclair.

Mr.
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ITr. Hector McLean, storekeeper, Inverell, sworn, and examined :—
H M^L 2143. How long have you been in Inverell ? Lor the last twcuty-fivo years.
' 2144. Have you an extensive knowledge of the conduct of business and tho carriage of goods ? Yes.

120ct 1896. ^-r; Glarkr,.^ Have you any statement to make to the Committee? I may say that the
’ construction of the proposed line would he a most fearful mistake for this town and the districts 

interested. Instead of cheapening carriage, aud de\ eloping tho resources of the district, the result will be 
otherwise. The mileage will be increased, and, consequently, the rate will he increased. Just now we are 
saving about one-third by using team carriage between Inverell and tbe east.
214(5. Can you give any estimate of the quantify of wheat, flour, and horse-feed which at present goes 
from Inverell to Moree? In an ordinary season it is comparatively small. This season our firm has not 
sent more than 10 tons of stuff, and it was in 18SG when we sent anything previously. That was a very 
dry season. I know that a groat deal of the produce sent to Morcc is sent at a loss instead of a profit to 
those who are trading.
2147. Can you give an}7 opinion as to what is sent by other storekeepers ? There is only one other 
mill which is sending that way—Taylor and McIntyre—and I should not think they have sent more than 
40 or GO tons for the year.
2148. Can you say what quantity of horse-feed, fodder, and chaff has gone from Inverell to Moree ? I 
should think 150 tons would cover it. K has been sent principally by the farmers themselves, and not 
through the storekeepers. About GO tons of flour have also been sent.
2149. Are there any other goods which are sent ? Nothing at all.
2150. Hothing in the shape of groceries? There is no trade of that kind with the west. Warialda is 
supplied from Tamworth, and the country between Warialda and Moree is supplied from Moree. The 
Manilla and Bingera merchandise would all come from Tamworth.
2151. We have it in evidence from a witness at Moree that 1,860 tons of goods of various kinds come 
from Inverell to Moree in a year ? I think it is very much overstated. There is no kind of merchandise 
except produce, and in ordinary good seasons there is nothing sent in the way of produce except a little 
corn and oats to feed racehorses.
2152. But flour would go in any case? Yes ; flour was sent last year, because it was so very cheap here, 
and even then it was sent at a loss. Mr. Taylor, of the firm of Taylor and McIntyre, was paying his firm 
what they were losing. He was making it good in order to get rid of the surplus. That was before 
Moree was connected with Harrahri.
2153. Is the country between Inverell and Moree adapted for agricultural purposes? Yes; the river
flats of Moree would produce well. '
2154. What about the rainfall ? It is not so good as ours. In ordinary seasons there is plenty of grass 
about Moree and district, and then only small quantities of produce are required to be sent.
2155. Ho you approve of the construction of a line from Glen Innes to Inverell? I do ; I think if is
the natural outlet of this district, and will tend to develop our resources by cheapening the inlet and outlet 
of merchandise and products. “
2156. Ho you not think the people between Inverell and Moree should have some consideration in order 
to get their produce to the best possible market, which they seem to think is Moree and north-west of 
Moree? I do not think there is sufficient outlet in that direction. There would be no railway traffic 
except local traffic. It would he impossible to bring merchandise from Sydney to Inverell by that route.
2157. I suppose the goods for the supply of Moreo at present come from Narrabri ? Yes ; and Inverell 
will still continue to get its supplies east from Glen Innes or Grafton,
2158. Then you are of opinion that a line from Inverell to Glen limes would suit the public generally 
better than the iiroposed line ? Very much. It would bo even bettor for the districts west. It would 
be cheaper for Warialda to get her supplies eastward than through Moree.
2150. Hoes not Warialda at present get a good deal of supplies from Bingera ? Yes; Tamworth is 
her market.
2160. Are you aware that a, line is to be constructed from Tamworth to Manilla? Yes; that is really 
the line which will servo Bingera and Warialda if it is continued.
2161. Have you any idea as to the quantity of goods which come from Grafton to Glen Innes and then 
on to Inverell ? We get about two-thirds of our goods in that ivay hy carriers. The carriers can go 
empty from here and bring back our loads.
2162. What does the two-thirds amount to in tons? About 200 tons a year come by way of Grafton, and 
thence by team. The remainder comes by rail from Sydney to Glen Innes, and thence by team; two-thirds 
of what we get by team never sees the railway.
2163. "What is the rate of carriage from Grafton lo Inverell? £4 a ton. It could be done for less, but 
that is what we allow the carriers who really go down empty,
2164. Ho you send any goods from Inverell “to Grafton ? Yes; but in our line it is not a regular thing. 
We send hides and wool sometimes.
2165. Hoes much wool go to Grafton from Inverell via Glen Innes ? We dealt considerably in wool last
season, and sent it by way of Grafton. ■
2166. What is the reason for sending that away ? There is a verv considerable saving in carriage.
2167. Of course, you send goods the cheapest way ? Yes. '
2168. I understand that the land between Inverell and Glen Innes is mostly in the hands of a few indi
viduals ? There is a large farming and agricultural population between Inverell and Glen Innes.
2169. Is not the [land held by a few individuals ? No more than is generally the case around a town. 
There is a large number of small holders on the route.
2170. Ho you know whether the people would he inclined to give the land required free of cost for
railway construction ? I do not know. Some years ago when the Glen Innes line was being mooted, 
theHmgs Plain estate offered to give a considerable quantitv of land. The station has since changed hands. * "

2171. Ho you think it possible if a line were made from Inverell to Glen Innes a portion of the land would
"^es' I understand all the graziers are only too willing to go infer cultivation.

^ 0U °' l®a3e ^ • Yes. I may state that Mr. Campbell, of Inverell Station, bas a number of 
small farmers on his estate on shares. The number would be increased threefold if tho line were constructed.

2173.
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21/3. If the line from Morcc to Inverell he not constructed, do you not think it u ill be a great inconvenience Mr. 
to many people living along the route ? No, I do not. 1 do not Ihink a single passenger would avail himself lh McLean, 
of tho opportunity of going by way of Moreo if tho line were constructed. 1 do not consider there would . 
be any passenger or merchandise traiQc to Sydney by that rouie. 1 think the passengers would go by 
way of Q-lcn Lines, even if there were no railway. It is only six hours’ journey in a light buggy. I 
cannot see that the proposed line will he used at all excepting by tho people of Inverell who go to Moree 
onji little business, aud vice versa. 'Jhe proposed line to Manilla will certainly serve Warialda better.
2174, We have it in evidence that a good deal of the surplus produce—flour and wheat—will find its way 
to Queensland doyou agree with that? Yes, if the border duties are diminished.
2175. If federation takes place, and there is intercolonial frectrade, will there be a market to Queensland 
for^articles other than flour ? Yes, we should use their sugar, and there would be a large interchange.
217G. Do you think that with produce being carried from Victoria, New Zealand, and South Australia to 
Brisbane, at a low rate of freight, you would be able to compete ? Yes, with special rates for the carriage 
of our produce.
2177, Mr. Roberts.] How many stores are there in Inverell ? Three general stores, besides our own.
2178. Do tire other storekeepers hold similar views to your own on this subject ? 1 have not obtained
their opinion. The people have been told that the Moree railway is the only one thev will net, and therefore 
they will support it. ‘ '
2170. Do you know of any storekeeper in the town who is favourable to the construction of a line from 
Inverell to Moree? No.
2180. Do you get all your goods from Sydney ? Yes, with the exception of sugar. At this season of the 
year we get a large quantity of Grafton sugar.
2181. Do all your goods come by way of Grafton ? Yes, goods for which we are not in a particular 
hurry, and heavy goods. We uso the railway for drapery, and goods of a special class, such as salt.
2182. In the event of a railway being constructed from Inverell to Glen Junes, would you not still get 
your goods by way of Grafton ? There would not be tbe facilities for getting goods that way then.
2183. Why ? If Inverell -were a terminus from Glen Innes, the carriers who at present have nothing to do 
but trade between Grafton and Inverell would be taken np on the western route.
2184. Do you mean to tell me that if a railway were constructed from Inverell to Glen Lines the carriers 
would cen-sc to run between Inverell and Grafton? Their occupation would be taken up to the north
west and west. I believe that with this railway wc could develop a much greater trade, and that we could 
even supply Moree more cheaply than the railway.
2185. But you arc assuming that the railway is to be built almost at once from Glen Innes to Grafton ;— 
you say that if a railway were built from Inverell to Glen Innes the teamsters would cease to run on tbe 
road from Glen Lines to Grafton? No ; if we were connected direct with Sydney by way of Glen Innes 
the facilities for landing stuff would be much greater than they are at present, because if we get merchandise 
from Sydney it has to be placed on tbe drays at the railway station at Glen Innes.
2186. And in the event of the railway being made to Glen Innes, would it not be still cheaper for you to 
get goods by sea lo Grafton? The facilities would not be so gi'eat then. I do not think it would bo 
cheaper then.
2187. There would only be a diflerence of 44 miles of carriage ? Yes.
2188. Would you not still be likely to bring your goods by way of Grafton, and make a contract with a 
man to carry your goods from Grafton to Inverell, aud ignore the railway altogether? I do not think so.

}rmi uu'oa^ t'lcm G'en Innes, put them on the trucks, and bring them to Inverell by 
rail r We would be more likely to use Inverell to Sydney direct by rail.
2190. Although you could bring them to Grafton for less money ? The facilities would not be so great,
because the carriers would bo taken off that route. It would pav them better to travel to the Queensland 
border on the north, and down the Macintyre liiver. "
2191. You are assuming that everyone would bring their goods all the way by rail by way of Glen Innes ;— 
consequently, the occupation of the teamster between Glen Innes and Grafton would be for over gone ? 
It -would be to u greitt extent that is, as regards the Inverell trade, because it is simply Inverell carriers 
■who are trading with Grafton. They are not Grafton or Glen Innes carriers, but our own carriers, and 
these men must have employment. They would be engaged in a trade for the north and west.
2192. If a railway were made from Inverell to Moree would yon be a customer to it in any way whatever ? 
I cannot say we could use it, unless for sending a little produce which would be required by Moree.
2193. But you would not use it to bring your general merchandise from Sydney ? No; I cannot seo 
how it would be of any use, because the time saved would be very little, and there would be the increased cost.
2194. But if a line were made to Glen Innes you would briim 
rail? Yes. ‘ ^ your general merchandise all the way by
2195. Although you can bring it more cheaply by way of Grafton ? If we saw a saving we should be bound 
to make use of it. There is no doubt that carriage via Glen Innes would be cheaper, because tho distance is loss.
2196. What sort of a road is there between Inverell and Glen Innes ? Very good.
2197. If yon brought goods from Sydney to Grafton and Glen Innes, would yon be likely to take them 
off the team, put them on the railway, and-bring them on to Inverell? No ; I do not think that would 
be done at all.
2198. Do you purchase any wheat from the farmers ? Yes; we are very large buyers.
2199. Are your transactions in cash ? Yes. J
2200. Do you exchange with goods to any extent? That which is done in the usual way of trade ; but very 
often there are large cash balances to draw.
2201. Where is tho wheat which you purchase produced ? Within a radius of 12 or 13 miles of Inverell, 
m any direction east, west, north, and south.
2202. Is tho Inverell district in what may be termed a flourishing condition ? Jfo ; I believe a railway 
from the east would assist it very much, by giving us an outlet.
2203. You think it ought to be connected by rail with tho Great Northern line? Decidedly; that is 
the only route which will be of any benefit to us.
2204. Yon do not think a connection with the west will be of any advantage? Not at present; it is the
wrong end to commence at. 2205
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Mr. 2205. Do you know the rate of carriage from Inverell to Moree ? About £2 to £2 5s. a ton.
jl. McLean. 2206. Would that probably account for the small amount of produce going from Inverell to Moree? It 

i/rTT'^Teir perhaps, since Moree has beeu connected by rail, but prior to that it would not, because wc are
c ■’ ' almost as convenient as Harrabri.

2207. If the railway were constructed and flour could be taken to Moree for Ss. a ton, do you not think there 
would he a large demand for Inverell flour? I do not think there is the consumption. Then there are 
other districts which geographically are better situated for supplying Moree than we are, such as Tamworth 
Gunned ah, and hfarrabri. I do not think we would have any trade at all. The trade of those districts 
would be established with Moree before we had an opportunity of getting it.
2208. If a railway were constructed to Glen Innes would large quautitics of wheat aud flour be sent from 
Inverell ? Tes.
2209. Where do you think the market for Inverell produce would lie? There is the whole of the eastern 
seaboard with a population of 100,000.
2210. But would it nay you to send it there by team ? At present they are sending chaff from Glen 
Innes to Grafton.
2211. I want you to give me information without assuming that a railway is, or is likely to be constructed 
to Grafton; what other market have you got? Wc have South Armidale, and north to the Queensland 
Border, and the whole of the east coast.
2212. Does not Tenterfield produce wheat ? Not to a very large extent.
2213. Does not Glen Innes ? Not enough.
2214. And does not Armidale ? I believe not. Tamworth supplies Armidale lo a great extent and Glen 
Innes too, aud usually we send a lot of wheat from Glen Innes to Inverell.
2215. Supposing you get rid of a good quantity in the direction you indicated, where would you find a 
market for the surplus ? We could supply the west to Warialda. We should have an enormous market

. there. It would take in Warialda on the west, the cast coast, Tenterfield on the north, and Armidale on 
the south.
2216. I understood you to say, there would be no market worth speaking of for Inverell produce iu the 
west—that is, from Warialda to the west? Ton are asking me what we would do with the surplus.
2217. Tes, after providing for the local requirements of Inverell, and what you would send to Glen Innes, 
ilrmidale, and Tenterfield, what would yon do with the surplus ? We have all that country. Take Bun- 
darra on the south, wTe have Warialda 40 miles west, and to the Queensland border. We have the trade 
of all that country just now.
2218. After supplying all that country there would still be something left to send away ? It would 
require an enormous quantity of wheat to supply those districts—more than we can produce for a number 
of years, I think.
2219. Do you think a largo area of land w'ould be put under cultivation with the view of producing wheat
if a line to Glen Innes were constructed ? Tes, I feel quite confident of it. 1
2220. Then there would be a large surplus to be sent cither to Queensland, Newcastle, or Sydney ? We 
should gradually find markets, no doubt for it. We can always afford to sell surplus cheap. We should 
have to force a market if one were not at hand.
2221. Where does your trade for general merchandise come from j—within what radius have you customers?

■ We trade on the north-west for 100 miles—that is following the Macintyre Kiver, and the tributaries of
the Macintyre, and to the Queensland border on the north-east.
2222. Tou do not think the proposed railway would be of any use to you in supplying your customers 
with merchandise ? 1 do not think it would at all servo the inhabitants of this country towards the 
Queensland border.
2223. With regard to the conveyance of your goods, do you own auy teams ? No.
2224. Do you not prefer, as a rule, to have goods brought by the teamster, not only because of any 
advantage that you derive from reduced freight, but also because he takes a quantity of his loading outin 
goods? Tes.
2225. Would not you think that circumstance would tend against the construction of a railway from Glen 
limes to Inverell ? No ; I think itis more than counterbalanced by the directness of trade.
2226. But if that were a circumstauce, it would tell even more strongly against the Morce-Tnvcrell 
railway? It would.
2227. Chairman,'] Tou have already told us that the rate of carriage from Grafton to Inverell is £4 per 
ton ;—does that include the steamer freight ? No,
2228. What is the steamer freight ? Twelve shillings and sixpence dead-weight.
2229. Measurement ? It is calculated by the cwt. It would come out at 2s. per cwt.
2230. That would be £2 a ton by steamer, and 12s. 6d. dead-weight? Tes ; but they arc nearly all dead
weight goods that we carry via Grafton.
2231. What class of stuff do you get up by way of Grafton? Wire, galvanised iron, bar-iron, sugar— 
that is all dead-weight.
2232. Do you get any measurement stufi ? Kerosene would come at a rate of so much per case. That 
is cheaper than the railway rate—Is. 3d. per case.
2233. Do you get any drapery that way? No.
2234. Crockery ? IN o ; crockery we get by railway.
2235. What is the average cost of landing goods from Sydney, via Grafton, at Inverell ? The average 
cost would be about £6—that is, if we got everything that way.
2236. That would include measurement aud dead-weight goods? Tes.
2237. At the present time, for the purposes of economy, you get dead-weight only? Tes.
2238. What does that cost you to laud in Inverell ? £4 10s. net.
2239. What does it cost you to land the goods you get by railway from Sydney to Glen limes and thence
by team to Inverell? The lowest rate we can do it is, by the truck-rate through Wright, Heaton, & Company. 
It costs us £7 per ton. "
2240. Arc you allowing for a fair and reasonable rate of carriage ? Tes,
2241. Then, it is £6 by way of Grafton, and £7 by rail? Tes ; but the rate by rail, if we had not the 
benefit of Wright, Heaton, would be £7 to Glen Innes.
2242. I want you to give me the truck-rate ? That is the truck-rate.

\ -
1U3.
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2343. It is well known that if yon get goods np by tbe single ton tbo cost is much greater P Yes; that 
is for third-class goods.
2244. Is the third-class the highest class? The goods 1 have enumerated as dead-weight, by soa, would 
be carried at £24 a truck, to Glen Innes. That is a G ton truck. That is £4 a ton.
2245. And what would be the dray carriage across from there ? £1 10s. a ton,
224G. That makes £5 10s. a ton ? Yes.
2247. "What does it cost you to get dead-weight goods by way of Grafton ? £4 10s. net.
2243. Therefore tbe difference of £1 a ton, dead-weight, induces you to get your dead-weight stuff byway 
of Grafton ? Yes.
2249. Is it to save £1 a ton that you do it? Yes, and to give the carriers employment.
2250. J suppose that many carriers are customers of the storekeepers ? All.
2251. And you have to give them some loading to cut out their accounts? Yes.
2252. The margin of £L a ton enables you to do so ? Yes.
2253. Have you ever known any goods to ho landed in Inverell from Grafton at £3 10s. a ton? Yes.
2254. That with 12s. Gd. steam freight makes £4 2s. Gd, a ton ? Yes, that is as low as we have landed it,
2255. Supposing the proposal to construct the line from Inverell were carried out—making Inverell the 
starting point—lo deal with the traffic west of the Great Northern line and to take it by way of Moree 
to Sydney—have you calculated what it would cost you to get your goods from Sydney by that route to 
Inverell? Yes. I have seen an estimate and I think it is £S. I think it would be higher. Tho rates on 
the north western line are much higher than on the Great Northern line. We have the advantage of 
the differential rates.
225G. If it were not for the existence of tho differential rates to Glen Innes would you ho able to land 
your goods that way at £7 a ton? No.
2257. "We will take things as they are—£6 and £7 a ton. I believe that with truck rates you can put any 
class of goods you like into a truck ? Into a miscellaneous truck you can. There is a special rate for 
sugar, rice, galvanised iron, bar-iron, aud fencing-wire, but other classes of goods such as drapery come 
at a higher truck rate.
2258. Have you not as a storekeeper, having to deal with a general class of goods to arrange your trucks 
so as to be able to put a mixed class of goods into them ? No, in the low rate truck we cannot do that.
2259. Wire aud sugar of course you have in 0 ton lots in a special truck ? Yes, that is the minimum truck 
rate.
2260. I believe you have to mix other goods in a truck to make a truck load. For instance you would 
not get 6 Ions ot drapery into a truck ? No, we have to pay a higher rate for that.
2261. What is tlie higher rate ? £30 a truck, or £5 a ton.
2202. That is £5 a ton to Glon limes and £1 10s. a. tou from Gleu Innes—that is £0 10s., or 10s. lower 
than your previous estimate, which was £7 ? Yes ; because wc cannot take advantage of that truck. 
Wc get through Wright, Heaton, and it comes out at £5 10s., and £110s. from Glen Tunes, which means £7. 
22G8. That includes Wright, Heaton’s charges r Yes.
2264. You are not able to land them at less than £7? No.
2265. Will you tell us what the result would be if the sum of £8 7s. a ton wero charged for bringing 
goods around from Inverell byway of Moree? The result would be that we could not uso the line. It 
would be impossible.
2266. Of course, you would use it to a certain extent? It would be for something very pressing. At
present wre do not find it any inconvenience by using Glen Innes, and we should still continue to use 
Glen Lines. '
2267. Tho perplexing question is, if the proposed railway were made, would it get the traffic ;—would you 
get your goods from Sydney ? In my opinion it would not got 1 lb. weight of our goods.
2268. Would a difference of £1 7s. a ton be sufficient to debar you from using that line ? It would.
2269. Have you auy idea what tonnage of store goods would come into Inverell in tho course of a year ? 
I could only guess. In the past twelve months my firm lias got over 300 tons of merchandise. If you take 
the total tonnage at six limes that it will give you 1,800 tons of merchandise.
2270. That would he from the town alone ? Yes.
227]. It would not include the pastoralists and selectors who often get their wire and other materials 
direct? Yes.
2272. The whole of the purchases arc not made in tho town ? No ; the squatters would buy direct.
2273. You say that tbe difference of £1 7s. a ton would debar you from using the proposed lino, conse
quently you could only use it for a portion of tho 1,300 tons of goods, that is, the urgent, light, and 
expensive portion ? Yes.
2274. Consequently, the traffic would go on as usual between Inverell and Glen Tunes and Inverell and 
the coast? Yes ; to the east.
2275. And the object of starting aline from this point to deal with that coastal trade would not be met? 
That is iny opinion.
2276. Supposing the line were made from Glen Innes to Inverell; do you think there would be any 
danger of a dray competition setting up, between Grafton and Glen Innes, and thence transhipping to 
the railway ? Not much. We should bo in direct communication with Sydney, and as 1 explained this 
morning the carriers who are now employed between Grafton and Inverell would be diverted iu other 
directions.
2277. In other words, if goods were put on at Grafton they could be brought to Inverell for very little 
more money than they could be by being transferred at Glen Innes ? Yes; 1 think the carriers who aro 
at present occupied in the trade between Grafton and Inverell would be engaged in delivering from 
Inverell to tho north-east and north-west.
2278. If you were compelled to adopt the dray route, I suppose the next outcome would be some 
reduction iu the cost of carriage by rail ? Yes.
2279. And then would tbe teams be likely to still furtlior reduce tho cost of carriage? I do not think 
tho teams could carry any lower or much lower. They might carry for 10s. a ton less.
2280. You deal largely in galvanised iron, wire, sugar, salt—big heavy items, but inexpensive ? Yes.
2281. A profit of 10s. a ton on them is a big profit ? Yes.
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H McLean ^ you saw aniargin of 10s. a ton in their carriage yon would adopt the cheapest route, whether
it be by road or rail ? That would be our policy.

12 Oct. 1806. ^83. W'ould tho country be safe in adopting the idea that a connection from the Great Northern line to 
1 Inverell would largely gather to it the trade which it now loses ? It would in a measure.

22SI. Are you aware that the estimated value of that trade is £7.000 a year? Tes.
2285. That is the estimated loss on the Great Northern line ? I believe it is,

' il28ti. "Would the railway save that;—would it throw it into tbe cotters of the country ? It would in a 
measure, and totally so in time, I think.
2257. Bo you export anything from Inverell ? "Wool and hides, and also flour and maize to Glen Innes.
2258. Is there auy other point you would like to bring before the Committee? The only trattie that I 
can see would he developed on the proposed line is a local traffic between the two points—Inverell and 
Moree. There would be no traffic to Sydney either in the shape of passengers or merchandise.

Mr. Arthur Stewart Mcnzies, station manager, Kecdy Creek, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. _ 2239. Chairman.’] Where is Reedy Creek ? Twenty miles north-west of Inverell.

A. S. MenzicB. 2290. How long have you been in the district ? Over twenty years.
2291. Mr. O'Connor,] What is tbe extent of your holding ? About 40,000 acres freehold.

12 Oct., 1896.2292, How is it at present utilised ? Tor pastoral purposes only.
2203. Have you any information to offer the Committee ? I consider the proposed Invereil-Moree 

• line as a rival or alternative line to tbe Glen Innes one. It would emphasise the curse of centralisation. 
. It seems to me it would bar the direct railway to the coast, which, in my opinion, is the only suitable one 

for this district,
2294. Bo you think, then, that an extension to Glen Innes ivould be better? Decidedly.
2205. Do you know the country between Glen Innes and Inverell ? Yes, very well.
2290. What is your opinion of it ? It is nearly all suitable for agriculture, as well as pasture.
2297. Do you know tbe country between Inverell and Moree ? I have a general knowledge of it. It is 
mostly pastoral country. It is not to be compared, from an agricultural point of view, with the country 
towards Glen Innes.
2298. Chairman^] What do you do with your wool ? It goes to Glen Times, and thence by rail to Sydney.
2299. If the Moree line bo constructed, will it bring you closer to Sydney ? I do not think so. Unless 
the rates from Inverell to Sydney or Newcastle, by way of Morcc, are such as to compete with tbo coast 
rates tbe wool will go to tbe coast. We can get the wool to Sydney or Newcastle now if we choose to 
use the coast line at £4 a ton.
2300. That is from your station? Tes. To Newcastle wo pay £o 2s. Gd., and to Sydney £G by rail,
2301. What is the dray carnage to Glen Innes? It includes that.
2302. If you sent it to Sydney by way of Grafton tbe saving would be £L 10s. a ton ? Yes.
2303. Why do you not send your wool by way of Grafton if you can save this sum by doing so? lam 
tbe manager, not the owner, and my principals make their own business arrangements.
2304. A line which will afford you a saving in land carriage will be the one which will be most advan
tageous to you? I think so.

Mr. John Borthwick. solictor, Inverell, sworn, and examined :—
J Borthwick Chairman.] How long have you been practising in Inverell? A.bout thirteen years. Besides

N * being a solicitor, I am largely interested in station and farming land.
12Oct. 1S96 2309. Do your family bold a large interest in the district? Tes, in many ways—in land, investments, 

’ and otherwise.
2307. Which railway are you in favour of? Of the one between Inverell and Glon Innes. I w'ould like 
to submit schedules to you showing the areas of land held by producers who are in favour of the construc
tion of a railway from Glen Innes to Inverell, and whose signatures are attached. These schedules are 
made in divisions, and show (lie land under cultivation, the land under grazing, and the total area:—
Schedult. showing areas of laud held by producers who arc in favnur of the construction of a lino of railway from Glen 

fniics to Invnrcll, and whose signatures are attached hereto :—

Name. Cultivation. Cm. Tins’. Total area. Name. Cultivation. Grariugr Total area.

acres. acres. acres. acres. Acres. acres.
114 1,200 1,314 Wary Robinson .............. 40 400 440

Neil M'Lcoil ................... 50 50 X. Johnston ................. 50 270 320
George W. Andrews Griese 20 20 40 X. Kennedy...................... 220 2,000 2,220
Henry Schieb..................... 50 100 150 IV. II. Morgan, Arthur 30 370 400
William .Newbury .......... 10 100 100 Pri nee.

14 13G 150 19 77 96
Andrew Peck.................... 30 154 1S4 Michael Mulcahy .......... 10 S2 • 92
V. W. Schieb...................... 30 234 204 James Scott................... 76 76

10 30 40 GO 275 335
T. W. llimdas .................. 40 100 140 James Gulbert.................. 150 575 725

20 7G 90 35 8U0 835
George J, M‘Cra ............. 50 40 no Hugh M'Kenzio.............. 100 400 500

35 no 40 15 05
T. H. Scott ...................... 120 4 SO ooo John Schmidt.................. 100 1.000 1,100
James M'.Naughtan.......... ......... 1,431 1,431
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Name and Addicts
Ar*a,
under
Agri

culture.
Total. Name and Adilrcsp.

Wm. Coldtntin, Swanbrook .....................
Mrs. Janet I fetulurson, iSwanbrookj 

Inverell.
Albert lilisman, Swanbrrrik, via Blsmor
W. Ponnay, Swaiibrook, Elsmoro........
•S. Littler, Ssv.mbronk, lilsmore...........
0, H. Miller, Eistnorc ..........................
Mrs. A. M. Miller, Elsinore .............
IV. H. Bryant, Swim Peak, Inverell .

acres. acres.
100 ISC
40 1 600

05 1 379
20 100
SO 1.121
7° 1 638

110 ' 720
120 , 1,090

James Brown, Applo-tree Gully, InverclII 
ilrs. Davis. Apple-tree Gully, Inverell ... 
George Littler, Apple-tree Gully, Inverelll 
Jolin F. Ehsman, Apple-tree Gully,I 

Inverell.
Mrs. Sarah Colley, Elsinore.................
Thomas Wink worth. Elsmore..............
Josmh Eolfe, Inverell..............................

Area.
under
Ajrri-

culture.

-Mr,
J. Boithwiek, 

Total. __ .__ ^ ^

12 Oct.. 1890.

acres. acres.
27 50
3.1 5S0
20 00

100 370

145 375 .
45 100
SO 157

Name and Address,

James Graham, Apple-tree 
Gully. '

M. J. Thompson, Glon 
Park, Inverell. i

Thomas Motgan, Glem 
Field, Nullamanna. 

William Cameron, Long 
Flat, Mullamanna.

H. Maujnanlt, Long Plain 
John Grithu, Swamp Oak 
George Gorman, Swamp 

_ Oak.
Kilnnuid IT. Presto, Swamp 

Oak.
John Hobbs, Swamp Oak 
P. Kennedy. Swamp Oak 
F. C’oygan, Spring Crook 
John Goldman. King's 

Plain, Inverell.
Henry Hobbs, Swamp Oak 
Thomas (Toward. King’s 

Plain.
T>. C. Martin, Ttugha ..
■1. and D. Fletcher ......
John Swan......................
W. J, Bentley .............
•J, T. T, Dunman .....
Joseph Dunman..............
W, Bryant..........................Si
Clara Macdonald .........
W Howe ......................
F. C. and J. Campbell...
J. II. Robinson...............
1 lonald Swan..................
Mary D. Forsyth...........
John Asimus..... ............
G. JS. Cardate ..............
G. T. M'Mullin..............
George H. Wells ..........
Hugh Wyndham, junr. 
Walter William Baker
Mrs. Susan Wells..........
William Earls .............
T. E. Walker ..............
T. E. W., pro A. Walker
William Parker.............
R, Brown ......................
It. Baker........................
Francis King..................
Henry Carroll ..............
Henry Rolle ..................
C. A. Rurne ..................
James Thompson ..........
Frederick Toss.............
Clia-i. Stralilcy ..............
W. New..........................
Thus. Cassidy ..............
Joieph Watts ...............
Wm. Briggs ..................
James Matthews ...........
W. N. Robinson ..........
William Nichols ..........
Elisabeth Nichols..........
Thomas Wells ,.v........
Gabriel Woodbury .......
J. F, O'Donoghue..........

ultii alien. Grazing. Total Area. Name and Address. Cultivation. Grazing. Total Area

acres. acres. acres. acres. 1 acres. Acres.
so 1,200 1,280 Thomas Mason .............. so ■ 70 150

Maurice Walsh ............. so 303 443
100 71S 818 John Thompson.............. 7 153 160

J. W. Casdunore.............. so 120 200
10 262 272 Samuel Mcpham.............. 46 067 713

Jacob Lei fez ..................... 40 120 160
12 128 140 Joseph Croft .................. 100 200 300

Edward Wotton.............. 14 808 880
40 48 SS Jno. Sinclair ................. 200 4,000 4,200

350 1,320 1,670 Sinclair and Grainger .. 11,000 11,000
50 00 no H. N. McLcaji ............. SO SO 160

•Tames Brown ................. 30 IS 48
no 101 271 X. F. McLean.................. 16 16

John F. Ehsman .......... 100 270 370
16 184 200 R. Hargrave .................. 10 10,000 10,010
35 1S2 217 Frank Coggan.................. SO ISO 200
70 210 280 ■ 4,770 4,770
23 ITS 200 Cuthbcrt Lamrock ... . .. 100 300 '400

George Croft ................. 70 62 132
6 34 40 Joseph Croft .................. 50 30 so

19 2S1 300 Gen, Goldman ............. 100 100 200
Alexr. MTIlveen ............. 100 160 320

1 H 460 467
7,735* 150 fiftn 7*f>

20.000 J. J. R- Gibson .............. 314 700 1.014
lucerne Grazier... 440 E. Ricketts ...................... 17 17

9 •1
Farmer...

640 J. Lainlockc .................. 100 300 400
7 240 A. E. Willmntt ............... 50 400 450

ae. wheat 40 Chas. F. Turner............... 160 1G0 320
40 1,459 25 385 410
20 900 150 70 220
40 14,000 18.599 Eliza White .................. 26 74 100
25 400 800 Caspar Limberg.............. 150 497 647
25 7,100 25,000 •James Leader .................. 50 1,470 1,520
30 240 ]£> 235 250
20 200 5 120
20 100 3,800 so

100 500 1.000 Arthur Robinson .......... 400 3,040 3.240
200 40 640 Thos. Mather .................. 63 134 197
100 2S0 1,280 J. L. Amlevfion .............. 350 19,650 20,000
25 610 1.280 Henry Alf.Merewethcr ... 220 9,780 10,000
20 700 1,101 Richard Gilhoine.............. 160 460 620
10 1,280 40 320 360
15 ' 305 '320 T. A. Chinn...................... S 150 158
30 1,250 1,280 F. H. Weetpfahhi......... 10 203 213
70 no 962 Hans Hansen ................. 40 so 120
20 140 Charles Daskcy ............... 12 28 40
10 40 70 305 375
30 90 120 Jos. Pinbirthv .............. 24 229 253
10 100 James Maliaily .............. S 32 40
10 300 90 10 100

200 300 500 Mrs. S. Cooley .............. 100 170 270
22 A, X Munsie .................. 250 60
20 ] S4 1,280 R. Johnston...................... 55 50 105
45 100 1,200 W. Wicks ................... 90 10 100

150 407 90 70 160
40 1,000 2,380 P. Walsh .......................... 60 30 90
50 400 500 G. M. Lane ...................... 100 50 159
25 70 345 215
36 GO 150 210
25 1,280 100 300 400
40 no Too W. Lockvoy .................. 50 120 170

100 212 312 J. M‘Coinbe .................. 50 2ol) 300
40 o!5 20 20
50 280 330 Muusie Bros...................... 400 1.620 2,020

150 950 1,100 Geo. Arthur...................... 50 450
1

500

Taking the aggregate of those schedules, the land under cultivation is 11,924J acres ; tlie land under 
grazing is 124,130 acres ; and the total area is 207,494.
'J308. Would these people be benefited by the construction of a railway to Glen Innes ? Yes.
23 >9. 1 suppose the people are not lying 00 or 60 miles out ? No; these signatures are the signatures of 
farmers.

366 (a) —K 2810.
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12 Oct , 1S9G. ;

When
tvHhin

^r- . 2310. When were they collected ? Quite recently—within the last few weeks I should like to point
J. Boltin'ic ■. ouj. sc;]iec|u]es show un area under cultivation of 11,924 acres. Looking at the police return of the 

land under cultivation for the year 1S9-J, 1 find it to be 13,827 ; that is within the police district..
2311. Would that include Little Plain ? At any rate, it includes some on that side. Of course, it would, 
not include all Little Plain. The difference between the 11,000 acres and the 13,000 acres is so slight 
that there is almost unanimity. One witness said that nineteen-twentieths of tho people of this district 
were in favour of ube construction of a line between Inverell and Moree. and yet the figures show that of 
the 13,827 acres under cultivation the owners of 11,294 acres are in favour of connection between Inverell 
and Glen Innes,
2312. Lo you say that the last police returns show an aggregate cultivation to the extent of 13,827 acres? 
Tes : ns furnished to mo by the police.
2313. Are there any outside police-stations a short distance from here ? They would all be returned by 
the officer in charge of the station here They arc collected from the surrounding stations.
2314. Are you quite sure your schedules are all embraced within the same area ? To tbe north, to the
east and south they are. J do not think there is auy mistake in those figures ; if there is I am not aware 
of it. • _
2315. If there arc 13,000 acres of land under cultivation and the owners of 11,000 acres of that amount
have practically signed a petition in favour of tlie Glen Lines line, it is dilficult to understand why there 
is any evidence in favour of the Moree lino? I understand exactly what you mean The opposition to 
the Inverell-Glen Innes line comes almost from one quarter—that is Little Plain, and out that way.^ ] 
would like to sav, in order to show that there is settlement between here and Glen Innes, that there is a 
large farm of 420 acres owned by one man, which is all under cultivation A little further on there is 
another farm owned by the same people, where they have 300 acres under cultivation. A little further 
there is another property owned by Mr, Griffin, where over 40.) acres are under cultivation. The schedules 
T have put in will show that. Then, of course, there are smaller holders ; there aro several others of 100, 
170,140,150, and 1 GO acres. r „
231G. Mr. Roler/n.~\ Can you produce the original document signed by these owners of pioperty? Yes;
I have handed it in. _
2317. That is valuc'ess. There is nothing written upon it to show what they are actually signing,
were Ihe signatures obtained ? lYithin a fortnight and three weeks ago. Some ot them came in 
the last few days. _
2318. Chairma}!.] Have yon any other information? I should like to mention that there is a loss of a 
considerable sum upon the main northern line. That is a matter which should have been taken into con- 
■sideration by Mr. Harper ; I do not know whether he did so or not. There is, however, a loss on the nor
thern line between "Werris Creek and Wallangarra, and if the traffic, which has up to the present gone from 
these districts to Glen innes, is diverted from the main trunk line it is a fair thing to take into considera
tion in estimating the earnings of a line from Sydney to Inverell by way of Moree.
'2319. You think it will increase the loss? Yes; it will add to the estimated loss of £2,800 a year. 
Again, if, as nas stated yesterday by some of tbe witnesses, the rates are differentiated, that should be 
taken into consideration also. The loss would be increased. That estimate is framed, J take it, upon the 
basis of £8 7s. a ton for carriage. If the rate is differentiated and brought lower, 1 think that loss should 
be taken into consideration. _
'2320. You mean that any departure from these figures will add to the loss? les.
2321. Mr. Black.Purther than that, you mean that the traffic, being estimated by the greatest amount 
possible to be carried over the Inverell-Moree railway, is not to be increased bv any differentiation of 
rates ; therefore, any reduction in the rate of carriage must be a loss which cannot be reduced by reason of 
increased freights? Just so ; and it would, to my mind, be a burden to the taxpayer.
2322. "When you obtained the signatures in favour of the route from Glen Innes to Inverell, was the 
question put to each individual as to which route he would prefer ? T cannot say that.
2323. Because many men may sign a document such as that and not mind which way the line goes—
whether to Glen Innes or Moree—provided Inverell gets a railway ? Tho document is put in purporting 
io be a petition in favour of the Glen Innes line. _
2324. Chairman.] I presume the people who signed it were not misinformed m any way ? Hot that I am 
aware of. Mr. McLean, who gave evidence a short time ago, gathered a number of the signatures.
2325. Mr. Roheris.'] That document does not point out any of the advantages of ihe Glen Innes or of tho 
Moree line? Those who collected the signatures are here. We had meetings of the committee, and 
representative men attended them, and they were deputed to obtain the signatures.
2326. 1 want to make it clear whether those who signed the document prefer the Glen Innes route to the
Moree route? I cannot answer that, because I did not obtain tbe signatures myself. 1 was about to 
remark that much capital appears to be made out of the land which is to be alienated along the route of 
the proposed railway from Inverell to Moree. Anyone who knows anything of the land laws knows that 
from 1861 to 1884—a period of twenty-three years—the land was alienated in a wholesale manner, and 
all the good land was put together by landowners When the Act of ]SS4 came into operation the 
holdings wdiich were left were put into resumed areas and leasehold areas. Of course the resumed areas 
were open to selection, and the leasehold areas were reserved for a certain time, and some are still reserved 
to the holders. The impression is that all this large area of land which is to be alienated must be good. 
1 think, however, it cannot be good or it would have been taken up long ago whilst the system of 
alienation was going on. 1 donot attach much importance to the fact that there is a large area of land 
available for settlement. The action of the Department of Lands in that part of the country shows very 
clearly to my mind that it will never he a population-carrying area, inasmuch as there are no small areas. 
They are all large areas of settlement leases and homestead selections. There are no such small areas as 
there are at Inverell. ... .
2327. Then you think the additional settlement is not likely to ho large ? I do not think it is. In this
district instances have come under my knowledge in which homestead selections have beeu brought down 
to an area of 40 acres—that is about 5 miles from town. Again, with regard to the western market I 
think it must be a limited market. I am fairly well acquainted with the country between here and 
Moree, and after going a certain distance west from Inverell I should siy the country is all pastoral 
country, and not fit for agriculture. Eighteen or 20 miles west of Inverell you come into country which 
is pastoral country. 2328.
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2328. Do we understand t-liat you think there is not sufficient population at present to absorb your 
produce, and you view with much doubt the idea that additional population can be settled ? Yes ; then 
of course there is the objection to be encountered in the shape of the construction of the line from 
Yarrabri to Moree. There are producers all along that line—at G-unnedah, Tamworth, and Quirindi, c " ; '
They must come into competition with producers here who look for other markets in that direction.
2323, You are, therefore, of opinion that a market exists elsewhere ? I think we must he connected with 
the main trunk line, and look for our markets there. This is a local—one might say a parochial market.
2330. Ilave you ascertained whether the landowners would be desirous of giving the necessary land 
required by the Railway Commissioners for the construction of a railway ? JS'o.

Mr. Hector McLean, storekeeper, Inverell, sworn, and further examined:—
2331. Chairman.'] Did you obtain a number of the signatures which are attached to the document which Mr.
has been put in by Mr. Borthwick ? I am prepared to swear that the parties who signed that document M McLean, 
knew exactly what they were signing, '
2332. Did you obtain a number of the signatures ? Yes. 4 O01'11S96'
2333. Mr. Boberts^] Are you prepared to say that the persons whose signatures are attached to this 
document are hostile ? Those whose signatures I collected are, but 1 did not collect all the signatures.
2334. AYere those signatures obtained by a paid collector? Ho. ■
2335. Were they obtained by the respective members of the committee? Yes. ■

Mr. Casper Limberg, farmer, Inverell, sworn, and examined : —
2330. Chairman.’] "Where is your residence ? Seven miles west of Inverell. Mr.
2337. How long have yon been on your present bolding? Since 1S70; I have been in tbe district for ^ Limberg. 
thirty-five years.
2338. Mr. Robert a.^ What is the extent of your holding ? T have 1,000 acres. 12 0ct'’
2330. What area have you under cultivation ? About 260 acres ; 1 have added 50 acres during the last
six months.
2340. Has the result of your labours been satisfactory ? Yes, so far.
2341. Have you always been able to find a market for your produce? Yes,
2342. Where do you generally send your wheat ? It is generally sold in Inverell; sometimes I sell to 
the millers, and sometimes to the storekeepers,
2343. What is the highest price you have obtained for your wheat? 12s. 6d. a bushel; the lowest price 
I have ever obtained is Is. 9d.
2314. What price do you reckon is a paying one ? Two shillings and sixpence.
2345. Are you anxious for Inverell to be connected with a railway ? Yes.
2346. What do you think is the better route ? To Glen Innes.
2347. Did you sign the document which has been presented by Mr. Borthwick ? Yes.
2343. Did you sign it as preferring the Glen J'nnes route to the Moree route ? Yes ; and I collected 
other signatures.
2349. Does the surveyed line run through your property ? Yes; through the centre of it.
2350. Why do yon prefer the Glen Innes route to the Moree route ? I have had a good deal to do with 
produce in Moree, and I find the market unsatisfactory. In 188S I had a good market in Bingera; I sold 
something like £100^ worth of produce there in that year which was a dry season. I sold £70 or £80 
worth in Moree. Since that time I have only sent 1 ton to Moree. This year, however, I sent a fair 
quantity to Moree.
2351. What price do yon pay for carriage ? £2 a ton.
2352. Do you not think that Moree would be a good market for your produce if a railway were constructed, 
in view of tbe reduced rate of carriage ? Ho ; Moree only requires produce in a dry season,
2353. _Did you ever sell any wheat in Glen Innes ? No; if I had had teams I should have sold there.
Mr. TJtz, of Glen Innes, generally gives 3d. to 4d. a bushel more than they do at Inverell, but I could not 
get teams to send my stuff there.
2354. Why do you prefer the Glen Innes route? Because it opens to the south, north, and east. I 
think we could get a more extended market there. I may say the agricultural land at Bingera is first- 
.class, and I believe it will grow better wheat than here.
2355. How many bushels do you get to the acre ? The heaviest yield I have had is 33 bushels.
235G. What is your average yield ? About 20 bushels.

Mr. Charles Munsie, farmer and grazier, Swanbrook, sworn, and examined :—
2357. Mr. Black.'] How many miles are you from Glen Innes? Thirty-four. Mr.
2358. Do you do business with Inverell? Yea, Inverell and Glen Innes. C. Munsie.
2359. Are you in favour of the Inverell-Moree railwav ? No. ,---- --
2360. Do you favour a Glen Innes-Inverell railway ? " Yes. 12 Oct., 1S9G.
2361. Why? Because we should then have a market north or south.
2362. Have you ever sent any wheat to Glen Innes ? Yes, many times to Mr. TJtz.
2363. Have you found any difficult3r hitherto in disposing of your wheat crop ? No. You can never sell 
a great amount about here, but you can always get a market at Glen limes.
2364. Wbat is your area under crop ? We cultivate up to 400 acres. Mv brothers and 1 hold about
2,000 acres. "
2365. AYhy do you not put the whole area under crop ? We could not sell the produce. The limited
character of the market would prevent it. If the railway were extended from Glen Innes to Inverell we »
could put three-fourths of the area under crop. I may say we should require four or five trucks a month
to carry stock—such as pigs, sheep, or cattle to Sydney, T do not think it would pay us to send to Moree.
We have sent little lots there, but they have never paid the carriage down. We have sent flour and 
potatoes there.
2366. Have you sent any there within the last twelve months ? No.

Mr.
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• Mr. John Griffin, farmer and grazier, Swanbrook, sworn, and examined •—
Mr. J. Griffin. 2367. Mr. Clarke.l 'What area do you cultivate ? Along with my sons, 400 acres. I have 1,700 acres 

—n altogether. " "
!2 Oct., 1SG6. ogyy_ Arc you in favour of a line from Moree to Inverell? No; hut I am in favour of a hue from 

Inverell to Glen Innes. I have always found tlie best markets to the cast.
2369. Were you a resident of the Colony prior to coming to this district? I came from Victoria with a 
family of sixteen. I have been a farmer ever since I can remember.
2370. IThere do you sell your wheat? Last week I sold it in Inverell.
2371. I suppose you sell in the best market you can get ? I could have sold better to Mr. Utz—at 4s. 3d,

. a bushel—but I missed the market.
2372. Mr. O'Connor.'] Hoiv long were you in Victoria as a farmer ? Seven years, and for thirty years I 
was in South Australia.
2373. Is the land about here as good as it is in Victoria ? Vos ; in some purls it is better.
2374. Are you doing better here than in Victoria? No ; tbe money J made there I spent here.
237o. In what part of Victoria were you ? The Witnmera.

Mr. Alfred Oliver, Mayor of Inverell, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. A. Oliver. 2376. Chairman.] How long have you been in the town and district ? Thirty-eight or thirty-nine years.

' ^r' O'Connor.] Which of the two lines under consideration would be most boneCcial to the district ? 
_ t ., j. jj. l}0 0f n0 use me giving my evidence unless there xvas an extension of the line to a port such aa

Grafton, or some other place. I look upon that as a national line. A line from Inverell to Morcc is a 
parochial one.
2378. Have you any objection to offer to the construction of a line between Inverell and Moreo ? Only 
one. ’Ihe market is a very limited one. and always will be, more particularly as there is a line from 
Narrabri to Moree, which will materially affect our output there. I donot think the country is one which 
will ever be heavily populated.
2379. Ho you know the country between Inverell and Moree? Tes; it is a fine country.
2380. Apart from your national aspirations, would you be unfavourable to the construction of a line 
between Inverell and Moree ? Certainly not.
2381. Do you think it would benefit the country if there were a line between Inverell and Moree ? Not 
so much as if there was a line from Inverell to the coast.
2382. Although a line to Moree would be beneficial, you think one to Glen Innes would be more bene
ficial ? Yes, as a stepping-stone to the coast,
2383. Chairman.] Is there another mill in the town besides your own? Tes.
23S1-. IV hat quantity of stuff do you forward to the Moree district ? This year I have not sent any to 
Moree, In previous years I have sent an average of from 30 to 40 tons of flour—that is to Moree and 
down the Macintyre to Goondiwindi and Boggabilla. This season I have sent it the other way.
2333. Have you never sent more than 30 or 40 Ions in one year ? No.
2386. Do you forward auy other kind of produce? No.
2337. Have you any general knowledge of the traffic between the two places? I have not. I know alot 
of corn and other things go that way, but I cannot tell you to what extent. Since the 1st of September 1 
have sent nearly 100 tons of flour to Glen Innes, and it has gone on from thereto Armidale and Hillgrove. 
I have also sent flour to Tenterfleld.

Mr. Josiah Holfo, farmer, Swanbrook, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. 3. Eolfe. 2383. Chairman.] Howr long have you been at Swanbrook ? Twenty-three years.

'—2389. Are yon near the main road? Two and a half miles from it.
12 Oct., 1S0G. 2390. Are you near any of the old surveys? Yes ; one passes on one side, and one on the other.

2391. "W’ould a line to Moree suit you? No ; because I found no market there.
2392. Could yon not make a market if you had an opportunity of taking stuff there ? A probable or 
providential market could be made.
2393. "Would you not be able to get your produce to Moree and Narrabri cheaply by rail? As far as 
wheat is concerned, if a 1 ine were laid down to-morrow morning there would be a limited market in ]\1 orco 
for our flour.
2394. "Which do you think is the market for (this part of the country ? I have sold nearly all my produce 
east.
2395. Naturally you would do that, because you lie so much closer to Glen Innes than to the western 
country ? The eastern buyers have come down year after year and have given us as much at our doors 
as, and sometimes more than, we could get locally.
2396. You do not expect to do better than that if you have to take your produce west s No, nor as well.
2397. The only difference the railway, if constructed to Glen Innes, would make to you would be to give 
you a little cheaper carriage? Yes, both on our requirements and production.
2398. Did you ever take into consideration the idea that it is possible, in the future, that the production 
of Inverell may he so groat that the eastern markets may he altogether swamped with it? I have thought 
that might be the case ; but it will take time to produce that quantity, and if the line he extended further 
our market will go further.
2369 If the line be extended west will you not have a market there ? But the population is so scattered 

t aud the market is so limited. 1 may state that 1 started late this year to try the Moree market, hut mi
my son arriving at Warialda he ascertained thpt the market was so low that it would pay him better to 
let the produce go at AVarialda at 7s. 9d. and 8s. a bag,
2409. I suppose if there had been a market with Moree you would have had your share there before 
now 7 I would have availed myself of it if it had been there.

Mr.
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Mr.'William John Goldman, farmer, Swanbrook, sworn, and examined:—
2401. Chairman^ How long have you been at Swanbrook ? Since 1872.
2402. Mr.Jilaeki] How many acres do you hold? 186,
2403. How many do you cultivate ? 100.
2404. Is the remainder suitable for cultivation ? Portion of it.
2403. 'Why do you not cultivate all the cultivable land? In the present state of the market I cultivate 
sufficient. •
2406. ' Arc you in favour of the Inverell-Moree railway ? No; I favour the Inverell-Glcn Innes railway.
2407. Have you any reason for being opposed to the Moree railway? Tes. I have always found a 
market for my produce cast of Inverell.
2403. Have you ever sent any produce to Moree ? No ; but I have sent a little maize to 'Warialda.
2409. Cannot they grow maize crops there ? I think they can grow some, but not a great deal.
2410. Do you think the market there is limited ? Itis.
2411. "Why do you favour the Glen Innes route ? Because I think there is a better market there for 
wheat than there is to the west. For the last fifteen years 1 have always sold for cash at Glen Innes to 
Mr. Utz.

Mr. W. J. 
Goldman.

12 Oct., 1800.

Mr. John Archibald Anderson, graz.icr, Newstead South, sworn, and examined:—
Chairman^] How long have you resided in the district ? Twenty-seven years. , Mr. J. A.

2413. Hfr. Clarke.’] "What is the extent of your holding ? 20,000 acres of secured land, of which a large Anderson, 
part is suilable for agriculture. I have 150 acres under cultivation on my own account and about 200 acres .
let to tenants. , 12 °ct-’lb9C'
2414. If you had a suitable market would you cultivate to a greater extent ? Tes.
2415. Are you in favour of the proposed railway? No; I am in favour of a line to Glen Innes or 
Dundee. I do not think there is any outlet to the west. From what I know of the district I think tho 
estimate of one man to 20 square miles is a fair one. It is a fine grazing district, hut I do not think 
agriculture is possible ; the seasons are unsuitable for it. The rainfall is sparse, and the heat is too great.
Hitherto it has not been practised there.
2416. If the proposed line were constructed, would you approve of carrying it on further to Glen Innes?
Certainly.

_ 2417. Do you think it would be better, in the interests of the district, that a line should be constructed to 
Glen Innes instead of to Moree ? Certainly. It would enlarge our market, and I think there are greater 
possibilities that way than on towards Moree. It would, in times of scarcity, give ns a market in 
Queensland.
2418. Do you think much flour would go to Queensland? That purely depends on the season, but that,
I think, is merely a hy-issue.
2410. Could you interchange produce with Glen Innes and towards the coast? The coast, of course, is • 
our ultimate goal. Personally, I am in favour of Dundee and Tenterfield.
2420. Chairman.-] In your opinion, then, everything points to the connection being made with the Great 
Northern line ? Tes. As hearing that out, I may say that I am at present letting land on clearing leases.
2421. Do you produce wool ? Tes. I send it by teams to Grafton. It costs £3 a ton to send it there.
2422. Do you find any special disadvantage in keeping your wool on the drays for any length of time ? No.
2423. Does the wool suffer in any respect ? No ; in the wet season it gains rather in weight.
242-4. The wool docs not deteriorate by being for three weeks on a dray ? No, '
2425. If the Glen Innes extension were made,,would vou save the cost of carriage as far as Glen Innes?
Tes. ' '
2426. How much would that be per ton? Perhaps a shade over £1.
2427. AYhat is the total weight of your clip ? It varies ; hut the average is 70 or 80 tons.
2428. That means a diflerence in carriage to you of £70 or £80? Tes.
2429. Do you get your station supplies back from the coast by the wool-drays ? No. .
2430. Do you get them by train P No ; I deal with Glen Innes—the nearest point. I may say that at 
present I am renting land to farmers, and if there were a greater output I could place a large area of land
under cultivation. I would he prepared to let 4,000 or 5,000 acres if there were a proper outlet. -
2431. Have you any land suitable for agriculture which you could let in areas of 1,000 acres ? I have.
2432. I mean areas upon which you could cultivate on a large scale ? Tes ; I have been approached to 
let land for a steam-plough.
2433. Are you aware that wheat is now being produced in tho Colony in very large areas ? I pin.
2434. Is there any possibility of that happening in this district ? I think I have between 4,000 and 5,000 
acres of land which are capable of producing wheat.
2435. But I mean in largo areas? Tea ; the person by -whom I have been approached to let the land to 
for the steam-plough was shown the land, and he was prepared to put the machinery on. He went to 
England however, and the matter fell through.
2436. Do you vieiv the possibilities of agriculture in this district as being very large ? Tes.
2437. And if once a market were established or opened, of necessity the area must increase ? Tory
largely. ■

Mr. Henry Merewcther, grazier, Arawatla, sworn, and examined ;—
2433. Chairman.] How far is Arawatta from Inverell ? Eight or 9 miles north. Mr. H.
2439. Mr. Jtolerts.] How many acres do you hold ? About 7,000 of secured land, and 3,000 secured -Merewether. 
which I rent—10,000 acres altogether.
2140. Do you graze sheep ? Tes ; but there are over 200 acres of cultivation. 12
2441. Do you cultivate the whole of the 200 acres ? No ; some of it I rent in farms on halves.
24 42. Mhat rent; per acre do you get for agricultural land? I would not like to say. I let it on the 
halves system, and I take it in produce.
2443. Has the result been satisfactory? No ; because my man has no market for his stufl. I get it from 
him, and 1 cannot dispose of it.
244!, Then you do not get a fair price for it ? No ; I have to use most of it.

2445.
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Mr H. 
MercwetSier.

J2 Oct-.7l896.

24 to, "Where do you aeud your wool ? To Newcastle, by way of Glen Innes. I have sent it by Grafton 
which I think is the cheapest road.
2440. Is there a difficulty in obtaining teams to convey produce to Grafton ? I have found it so on two 
or three occasions when I have wanted it.
2447. What quantity of wool do you send down in twelve months ? It all depends on the sheep you
have on the place. Last year we had nothing. This year tho quantity will be medium. Between 40 and 
50 tons has beeu my biggest return. *
2448. Bo you send any fat stock away lJ I have sent them to Grafton.
2440. Bo you get a market for them at Grafton p Tes, a great deal better market than locally.
2450. Which way do your station supplies come ? From Sydney, by way of Glen Innes, and thence by 
team.
2451. Have you given any consideration to the different routes which has been suggested with a view of 
connecting Inverell with a railway system ? Tes ; I think there is only one line to go upon, and that is 
the line by way of Glen limes. Personalty, I ivould sooner have none than the other.
2lo2. Bo you not regard Horee as the market for Inverell produce ? No ; and I have never known much 
go out there, hut I have known a good deal to be bought from us on the other side.
2453. Then yon think there would be a more extended market by way of Glen Innes ? I think so. All 
my experience goes to show that our market is north, south, and east.
2454. If a railway were constructed from Inverell to Glen Innes would you be a large customer to it— 
that is, to the extent of sending your produce to Newcastle and Sydney, and getting your stores back ? 
Tes ; and we should do a great deal more in the way of opening up our land.
2-455. Would you not continue to send your wool by way of Grafton? I cannot continue to doit, 
because I have not done it more than once. As a rule, I send it the other way, because there is less 
trouble in getting carriage.
2456. If teams were plentiful and you could send it more cheaply by Grafton, although there was a line 
from Glen Innes to Inverell, you would be tempted, I suppose, to send it by that way ? One always looks 
for the cheapest route.
2457. If it were cheaper to send by way of Grafton you would undoubtedly send it that way ? I'would 
not say undoubtedly that way, because time might be an object.
2458. Bo you think, if a line were constructed from Inverell to Glen Innes, a large area of land would 
be opened up for agricultural purposes ? Tes.
2459. In which direction ? Wherever the good cultivation is—in all directions around here.
2460. Bo you think there would be much opened np between Inverell and Glen Innes? I think nearly 
all would be opened up.
246L. Bo you think there would be a large area opened up 20 miles west of Inverell ? No; at that 
distance I think the land becomes less suitable for growing wheat.
2462. Is it not a fact that for 20 miles west of Inverell there is first-class agricultural land? Bue west 
I suppose there is.
2463. If Inverell were connected by rail with Glen Innes, would a large area of that land be put under 
cultivation? I suppose all good agricultural land hero would be put under cultivation. There would be 
a market, and naturally a man would put it under cultivation and make tbe most out of it.
2464. If a line were constructed from Inverell to Moree, would not a large area be put under cultivation? 
I do not sge what use it would be.
2465. Bo you maintain there would be no market that way ? I think not—at any rate, a very limited one.

Mr. .Tames Campbell, grazier, Pinderoi, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. J. 2466. Chairman.'] How long have you been in the district ? Many years.

Campbell. 2467. Bo you know the surrounding country ? Tes.
2468. Mr. Jilack.'] Are you a joint holder of Pinderoi with your brother ? Tes. ,

12 Oct., 1896. 2469. What is the total area held by the family ? I can only say as to T. C. and James Campbell— 
about 9,000 acres at Pinderoi.
2470. In what direction is Pinderoi ? North-east.
2171. What area of the 9,000 acres is under cultivation ? About 40 acres.

‘ 2472. What area is suitable for cultivation ? 1,500 acres.
2473. Is there any desire on the part of the residents of the district to rent the land from you ? It is-
fine agricultural land. I conld rent it if there were a market for the produce. •
2474. How do you think that market could best be obtained ? By a line from Glen Innes to Inverell.
2475. Do you think that would open up a market for yon in Glen Innes or tbe metropolitan district? 
In the eastern and southern district. Jt carries a larger population than the western district. "
2476. Have you formed any opinion as to the Moree-Inverell railway ? I know the Moree and western 
country, and Goondiwindi. I do not think it is a country that will carry a population which will 
consume any great amount of produce.
2477. How do vou obtain your goods for station use ? I generally get them in Glen Innes.
247S. In the event of the line being constructed to Glen Lanes, I suppose you will continue to get them 
there? Tes.
2479. How.do you send your wool to market? By train from Gleu Innes.
2480. Have yon ever sent it r.ia Grafton ? No. I have had offers to take it to Grafton, but I have- 
never sent it to Grafton.
24S1. What was vour objection ? I have always sent the wool to Sydney by way of Glen Innes ; and 
another objection is that my shed is very small, and I have not much accommodation to stow wool away, 
and I would have to wait for some time for carriers.
2432. 1 suppose when you sent your wool to Glen limes you got station supplies back in return loading ? 
Tes.
2483. That would considerably reduce the cast of carriage? Tes. '
2484. Chairman.'] What- is the cost of carriage from your station to Glen Innes ? I have always paid 

10s., and then £3 15s. a ton to Sydney. That is £5 5s.; and 1 had an offer this year of £2 10s. to-
deliver wool in Grafton.
2485. Did that offer involve any back loading? Tes, £3 a ton to the station. 2486.
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248G. Those rates are lower than those which prevailed some years ago ? Tes ; £3 a ton lower. _Tr-,
'itSy. 1 suppose the construction of the Great Northern line is accoimtable to a large extent for the 1' tmP,e ■
competition by drays ? Tes.
248S. Is it possible that competition will become keener P 
less.

I do not think so. Thev could not live at 12 Oct.., 1S96.

2489. Supposing Inverell were made the starting-point of the lino to go west, would you send your wool 
by it ? No. I would send the wool to Grafton rather than by way of Moree, beeause that would mean 
carrying it all over the country.
2490. Would you not get it cheaper by drays to Grafton ? Tes ; at tho present rate of road carriage.
2491. If it cost you £3 Los. per ton from Glen Innes to Sydney, the inference is that it would bo more 
to Sydney by way of Moree ? That is what I think. I consider the line, if built from Inverell to 
Moree, will be a great drain on the main northern line.
2492. It will be a sucker ? Tes.

Mr. .Tames Jackson Wray Gibson, grazier, Eoseneath, sworn, and examined ;—
2493. Clmirmnn.l How long have you been in the district ? Since 18G3. Mr.J. J. W.
2494. Mr. Olarkc-I What is the extent of your holding ? 1,000 acres. Gibson.
2495. Is it adapted for cultivation ? A large quantity is. 120^1896
2490. Do you think the proposed railway, or one to Glen Innes, would bo most suitable for the public '
generally ? I have only held one opinion about the railwav policy of this district for twenty years, and
that is tlmt tho only line to benefit Inverell would be one to Glen Innes. If we got to Glen Lines we 
should have a choice of markets for our produce. We should have tlie northern, southern, or eastern markets.
2497. Are you of opinion that the country towards Moree is unsuitable for agriculture? I should 
imagine so on account of the slight rainfall. There is some good agricultural land 10 to 15 miles west, 
ward of Inverell.
2498. I suppose a large population could not exist on that dry western country? No. A large population 
would have to follow agricultural pursuits, and that country is not fitted for agriculture. It is more fitted 
for grazing.
2499. What area of country about Moreo and west of Morcc would support a family? Perhaps 1,000 to 
•3,000 acres.
2500. In that ease there would not be much more settlement? No; I do not think there could or 
would be.
2501. I believe the country in the neighbourhood of Warialda and towards Inverell is good? Tes, a
large proportion there is suitable for agriculture. ■
25u2. Is most of it taken up ? Tes ; most of the good land is alienated.
2503. Do you think those who hold the land would cultivate it themselve or let it out on shares ? I think 
they would, they would find it more advantageous to them than grazing with sheep or cattle.
2504. Do you think ihe wool grown about here would go to Glen Innes or M.oreo if the line were ,
-constructed? I think it would go to Glen Innes. Our great idea is to become connected with the 
northern line, and then perhaps some day with the coast.
2505. Chairman.'] I believe you have been connected with the railway agitation here for a long time?
Tes; I remember 8ir Henry Parkes being here in 1872, and saying this district ought to be connected 
with a railway in twelve months.
250(1. Tou formed an opinion then that the connection should he with the Great Northern line ? Tes.
2507. Have you had occasion lo alter your opinion since that time? No, none whatever.
2508. Do you consider that if a line were taken from Inverell west, the question of a connection with 
the Great. Northern line would be very remote ? J think it would.
2j09. It would mean then that for all time your traffic from Inverell would have to travel by way of M oree 
and Narrabri to got to the metropolis ? If we made use of the railway it would.
2510. Supposing a line were coustrucicd to Moree aud in the course of lime it were extended to Glen 
Tunes, what advantage would that be to the country as a whole, or would it be auy? I think it would 
be an advantage to the country.
2511. If that extension wore made, jind in the future an extension were made to the coast, the inference 
would he that the traffic would go direct from tlie west to the coast? The inference would be that it 
would go direct from the west to the coast, it being the shorter distance.
25!2. If that occurred what would be the value of the piece of line between Moree and Narrabri? None 
whatever.
2513. Mas not that line constructed in order to take Ihe western and north-western trade? Tes.
2514. If there were a connection right through from Moiee to G len Lines would the traffic go to the coast 
■or the other way ? It would go to the coast if the line to the coast were a shorter distance from Moree 
than Newcastle or Sydney. 1 think if a line were construcied from the coast to Moree it would take a 
tremenduous amount of traffic off the Great Northern line.
2515. Consequently it would take a great; deal of traffic off the Narrabri to Moree line? That is only a 
short line.
2510. But it will carry a large quantity of wool? Undoubtedly.
2517. T suppose you are getting tired of this agitation and would he glad to get a line, through almost 
anywhere? Excepting Moree.
2518. Tou think then it is better for the district to wait and do without a railway than have one which 
will be no good to you ? I think so.

Mr. Arthur Eobinson, farmer, Dinton Yale, sworn, and examined;—
2519.
2520.
2521.
2522.
2523.

Chairman.'] How long have yon been in tbe district? Since 1889.
Mr. O'Connor.] Where is Dinton Yale ? Sixteen miles north of Inverell, on the Queensland route. 
What area of land do you possess? 3,000 acres. It is mostly conditionally purchased.
What extent have you under cultivation ? 400 acres.
What do you produce ? Wheat, corn, and lucerne.

Mr.
A. llebinson.

12 Oct., 1S96.

2524.
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A Robinson ^^icre do you find a'market for it P I found a good market from 18S9, for three years, in Inverell,
____ ‘ and after that there was no market. I sent some out to Mr. Utz. of Glen Innes. I got a good market

12 Oct. 1S96. drsh and after that Mr. Utz did not buy, hut went to other places.
2525. What’is your opinion of the proposed line of railway ? My market, as far as J. have gone, has 
always been in Gleu Innes. Personally, I favour the Glen Innes route.
252(i. Why? Because I can got a market in Armidale and Hillgrove.
2527. Knowing that, you are favourable to a line to Glen Innes, but are you sure you would not got a 
market to the west P I might, possibly.

Mr. William Nichole, farmer and storekeeper, Dinton Yale, sworn, and examined :—
_ Mr. 252S. Hr. Holerts.~\ 'Where is your property ? Seventeen miles north of Inverell.

W. Nichols. 2529. Do you go in for mining P Yes; at times.
I2^0et'L^89C d° you find ? The last we found was coal.

,,J ' 253 L Did you make any money out of it ? No ; hut we arc in hopes of doing so when we get a railway.
We have lifted a good deal of coal lately, and we are selling a little in town. We arc taking some to 
Queensland.

. 2532. How many tons have you raised? I can tell you what I have raised in the last two quarters. I
have sold about 14 tons in one quarter, and 15 tons in the other.
2533. Do you employ many men iu coal-mining ? Only two I have working. We have 100 tons now 
lying on top of the shaft. According to the geologist’s report, it is supposed to be as good as any in the 
Colony. The seam is 30 yards wide. We have sent some to Glen Innes on trial. If it suits we should 
have a market there.
2534. Which railway communication would suit you best? Gleu Innes.
2535. I suppose you would have to cart your coal 17 miles before getting to the railway ? The coal is 
further away than that; it is a good many miles on tlie other side of where I live. It will ho about 3b‘ miles 
due north of Inverell.
2536. If a railway were constructed from Inverell to Moree would it not go nearer your property ? No, 
Inverell would be the nearest point.
2537. Is the coal suitable for domestic purposes P Yes, it is used iu Inverell in the Bank of New South 
Wales, and in other places. It was burnt here last winter and the previous winter in the blacksmith’s 
shops.
253S. Is it equal in quality to the Newcastle coal ? Yes, the blacksmith says it is better.
2539. Could you supply coal in Inverell as cheaply as that which the people at present use ? Yes, I am 
prepared to deliver any quantity in large quantities at 25s. a ton.
2510. Is that what the people are in the habit of paying for it? No, they pay more than that : we ouly 
sell small quantities and get £2 a ton. If I had a large order I ivould deliver it for 2-:;r.
2541. Where would you expect a market, for the coal P At different places, we can send it to Glen Innes, 
and in Inverell we could sell a great deal. Plenty of (he coal is to bo seen in the town.
2542. Do you favour the Glen Innes route principally on account of the coal? No, I have always 
favoured it on principle. I can see no outlet the other way. J think they will be able to grow as much 
as they want at Moree by means of irrigation.
2543. But they do not grow anything at Moree at present ? No : but they will do.
2541. When ? I have seen 59 bushels of wheat to the acre as far as Moree dowu the river.
2545. Are you prepared to deliver coal at Glen Innes if the line be constructed, at a lower price than the 
people are able to obtain it at Newcastle? I believe we can run it there as cheaply.
2546. Would you bring it by team to Inverell and put it on tbe line? I think we should bring it here 
first, but I cannot say at present. There is no donbt we should carry it the cheapest way whichever it is.

Mr. Thomas Mason, farmer, near Inverell. sworn, and examined :—
Mr. 2547. Chairman.'] How far do you reside from Inverell ? Thirteen miles north.

T, Mason. 2548. Mr. Black.] What is the area of your holding? 150 acres, of which SO acres are under cultivation. 
l^OciT^lSsSfi *fie 't>alance suitable for agriculture ? Yes.
“ • 2550. Have you any reason for not putting it to that use? If I cultivated any more I should have no

market for it. .
2551. Do you think a market can be best found by means of a railway? Yes.
2552. Which route do you favour? The Glen Innes route,
2553. What is your objection to tbe Moree route? Moree will be a limited market.
2554. Do you think the market supplied by railway to Glen.Innes will be practically unlimited ? It wilt, 
eventually, when it finds its course into Queensland. I look upon Queensland as a great market.
2555. Do you think tho market will be unlimited if there is communication with the coast ? J do.
2556. Would the railway go in the direction of your property? No; personally, I should like also to 
see a railway extended west—to Moree and Goondiwindi. A large amount of produce goes to Queens
land at the present time that way.
2557. Do you think two railways—one west and tho other east—would pay ? Both could not pay.
255S. Would you favour the construction of a railway which would not pay ? No.
2559. Would the Moree railway pay ? I. do not see how the inhabitants could consume sufficient produce 
to make it pay.
2560. Do you think a railway to Gleu Innes would pay ? I think it would, on account of there being so 
many markets open for it. I may say there are some tin mines S or 10 miles east of Inverell, which are 
becoming largely developed, and I think there is every likelihood of some silver-mines being developed.
2561. Do you mean in the direction of Elsmore? Yes.
2362. Do you think a railway would assist the development of the tin-mines ? Yes ; I have every reason 
to believe there is a large deposit of tin there.

Mr.
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Mr. Benjamin Champion Martin, miner, Tingha, sworn, and examined :—■
23G3. Chairman.] On what point would you like to give evidence ? I would rather see the Inverell-Glen Mr. 
Innes railway constructed than the Moree railway. It will just pass a silver lode which wc are trying to ^ Martin, 
open up 1G miles east of Inverell. '
25G4. What has been the result of your operations so far? We have not got our assays back yet. I 0 1
have taken a promiscuous assay myself, and it went from 33 to 34 oz. to tbe ton. By treatment it could 
be brought to a higher pitch.
25Go. Are yon of opinion that if the Glen Innes line were constructed it would enable you to carry your 
ores to the big works at New'castlc or elsewhere ? Yes. *
25GG. In order that that might be done 1 suppose the cost of carriage would have to be lower? Yes.
2567. Do you think tlie prevailing rales on the railway aro such as to admit of your sending your ores to 
the markets ? Yes, were it not for the carriage of teams.
25GS. Is your lode a big one? Eighty feet wide, so far as we can see at present,
2560. Does it promise a large freight for a railway? Yes ; with 2-10 men working below we can produce 
15,000 tons ol ore for the market annually, and if we could save 10s. a ton in the carriage, it would mean 
to our company £7,500 per annum.

Mr. Andrew Murray, pastoralist, Bannockburn, sworn, and examined:—
2570. Chairmani\ ’Where is Bannockburn? North-west from here. Mr.
2571. Mr. Clarke.'] WBiat are your opinions as to the construction of a line from Moreo to Inverell? I think A. Murray, 
it is the only line that will suit this district. Moree is the only market we have for agricultural products.
2572. Is the country around Moree suitable for agriculture ? No, not ire all seasons, because of the 1 °ct'’189G' 
insufficient rainfall.
2573. "Where is tho best agricultural land ?*
2574. You think west and north-west of Inverell would be your best market ? Yes.
2575. Is tbe population large ? f
2576. Yon do not approve of the construction of a line to Glen Innes ? Not at present; it would be too 
expensive. Tho cost per mile would be more than the traffic would pay. The rates would have to be 
fixed so high that we could not send our produce that way. The line would cost more to work than the 
Moree lino; the gradients would be steeper.
2577. Where do you send your wool ? To Glen Innes at present.
2578. Would you send it to Bloree in tho event of a line being construcied there? Yes.
2579. Being nearer to Glon limes, wrould it not suit you to send it there ? If a line wero constructed to 
Glen Innes I would very likely send there. Of course I would send by tbe cheapest route.

Mr. Beter Colin Campbell, grazier, Inverell-Station, sworn, and examined: —
25SO. Chairman.] How long have yon been in the district ? Al! my lifetime. Mr. V. C.
2581. How many aeros arc there on Inverell Station ? A.bout 40,000, of which 30,000 are freehold. Campbell.
2582. Is any of it cultivated ? Yes ; 500 or GOO acres.
2583. Have you had anjT applications for farming areas ? Yes; wc are letting it on terms—principally ^ct■,
on thirds.
2584. What proportion is suitable for agriculture ? About one-third of it. Tlie reason that is not culti
vated is tlie absence of a market.
2585. How would you best obtain ft market? By a railway to the coast—from here to Deepwater and 
Lismore.
2586. You would not be iu favour of a railway to Glen Innes? No. Ido not think it will be of any 
benefit to us, unless it goes to the coast.
2587. If you bad a railway to Glen Innes, and an extension to Lismorc, ivould it satisfy you? Yes, so
long as we got to the coast. "
2588. Pailing that railway, is there any other scheme which would be of benefit to you? No. Tbo Moree 
line might be of benefit to us just now in getting rid of our produce. There is a good outlet there in 
times of drought.
2589. But in good seasons I suppose there is a limited market there? I think so.
2590. Do yon think Moree would be a buyer of a large quantity of wheat from you if you had direct 
railway communication ? I suppose they would require a lot of wheat bv-and-bye when tho country is 
thrown open.
2591. Do you think if the country is thrown open it will greatly increase the population ? I do not know 
about that. I think it is principally grazing country.
2592. How many sheep will it carry to ihe acre? In an average season, I think it will want 3 or 4acres 
to a sheep.
2593. Do you think a man could make a living out of grazing 500 sheep? Yes; but it would be hard 
living, no doubt.
2594. Supposing we say that each family requires 2,500 acres, a vast area of country would be necessary 
to settle 1,000 families ? It would, indeed. I do not think it will ever be a vastly-populated place.
2595. A.s there arc only about 1,500,000 acres to be thrown open during the next few years the country
is not very likely to be thickly populated? No. ”
2596. Therefore, even if population is effected by the construction of a line to Moree, tho market for 
Inverell is not likely to be greatly increased thereby ? No, except in bad seasons.
2597. How do you send your wool to market? To Glen Innes, and then by train to Newcastle.
2598. Have you over sent it to Grafton ? I have sent a lot or two there. I prefer the other wav.
2599. Why ? I think the wool does not get so much knocked about ns it does by being shipped at Grafton.

 2600
0 Noth (on rermon)Within a distance of 20 miles in a westerly direction from Inverell, themeo about 35 miles 

north-west, thence to a point about 12 miles east north-east from Jnvcrell, thence by a circular line cast and south, 
thence by a westerly line passing to tlie south of Inverell, about mile west to point of commencement, will include tho 
greater part of the lies! agricultural land in the district. "

f Notk (mi rcriyinn)It is not thickly populated at present, hut the extent of country is very largo, uml is rich 
grazing land. The population is increasing rapidly. Our surplus agricultural products have nearly all been marketed 
west and north-west, fur the past twenty-tive years, also huge quantities of potatoes from Glen limes, ISen Lotnond, aud 
(luyra. Through climatic causes agriculture cannot be a success far west or north-west of Inverell. ’

366 O)—L
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C^' ^t' *?! How do you obtain your station supplies ? By the same route—by train and carriage.
2601. "VVe may presume that if a railway be couBtructoi to Inverell your wool would be trained for Sydney 

12 Oct. 1896. Hverell, and your goods would be carried from Sydney by train to Inverell ? Yes.
1 2602. Mr, O’Connor.-} Do you send your wool to Newcastle ? Yes ; and thence to London.

Mr. Thomas Jones, selector, near Inverell, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. T. Jones. 2603. Chairman.] Where is your property ? Sixteen miles south-east from Inverell, in the direction of 

Tingha, 42 miles from G-lcn Innes.
12 Oct., 1896. 2G04, Mr. O’Connor.] How long have you resided in the district? Twenty-three years. Six years of 

which I was Warden's Clerk and Mining Bogietrar. ‘
2605. What extent of country do you occupy ? I hold 186 acres under the Crown Lands Amendment 
Act of 1875.
2606. Which route of railway do you think would be better in tho public interest ? The Moreo route. I 
think that will benefit the nation more. There is a large and growing population extending out towards 
Moree. Also out west in tlie vicinity of the townships of Warialda, Parramellowa, Mungindi, Boggabilla, 
and Goondiwindi, Moree being a distributing centre. 1 have, traversed that country occasionally for the 
last twenty years, and I have traded backwards and forwards amongst the selectors and squatters

■ surrounding Moree and its environs.
2607. Where do you find a market? In all the places I have mentioned ; hut the best market for fruit 
and produce is in the vicinity of Moree. 1 have seen potatoes grown and sold at Ben Lomond at 18s. a

. ton, and sold at 20s. a bag in Moree. I have sold grapes at Moree at 9d, per lb. late in tho season, where
but little fruit is grown. '
2608. How much could you get at Glon Innes ? About 3d., and a dull sale ; the climate is cold.
2609. Then you think a line from Jnvcrell lo Moree would be tbe better one ? I believe it will be better 
for the district and for producers at Inverell. J. believe a line to Glen Innes will be the damnation of the 
fruit growing interests at Inverell.

Mr. Bobert Howard, secretary, Morcc-Inverell Bailway League, Inverell, svvorn, and further examined:—■
Mr. 2610. Chairman.] I believe you desire to amend your evidence in some respect? Yes; with regard to

K. Howard. j;]lc estimated traffic between Warialda and Moree. I believe one of the witnesses has stated that the 
jJ’oclT^ISgG number of sheep in the Warialda district is only 1,000,000. The Statistical Begister for 1894 and 

0 ' previous years shows it to he 1,505,540. With regard to the item of estimated traffic between Inverell
and AVarialda aud vicinity, 1 have to state that this item is meant to include the probable traffic from the 
important town and district of Bingera, which is situated about 28 miles from the town of AVarialda. 
Assuming that a line of railway are constructed from Tamworth to Manilla, AVarialda station, on the pro
posed line from Moree to Inverell, will not be more than one-half the distance from Bingera that Manilla 
is, consequently it is natural to assume that the trade of fhis district will all go to AVarialda station. If 
so, we consider that we have under-estimated the traffic to and from that station. We have not got the 
population of Bingera and LJpjior Bingera towns, but would wish to point out that the population is on 
the increase rather than on tbo decrease, as it is a very rich gold and diamond mining district. There arc 
also two roller flour-mills there, oue of which runs full time, and puts through about 30,000 bushels per 
annum.

Mr. John Makim, farmer and grazier. Gum Mat, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. 2611. Chairman.] Where is Gum Mat ? Twelve miles west of Inverell. *

J. Makim. 2612. Mr. Roberts.] How many acres of laud do you hold ? In conjunction with my two eons, about
]2 0ct^S96 4;>500 acres' . ^ . .

■’ ‘ 2613. How many out of that arc under cultivation? 100 acres ; the remainder 1 use for grazing.
2614. Do you not find it to your advantage to cultivate more than .100 acres ? No ; I cannot get rid of 
tho produce on account of the difficulty of finding a market.
2615. Have you been able to make farming pay up to tbe present? In recent years it lias not paid ; I 
have found it difficult to dispose of wheat in this town at 2s. a bushel.
2616. AVhere do you sell your wheat ? At Inverell. '
2617. Do you get cash for it ? Part cash and part goods. For the last two years we got about 2s. a 
bushel for it, but of late it has been difficult to sell at that price. This year, however, the season has 
been dry, and we have got 4s.
2618. Does the surveyed route of the proposed line go through your property ? No ; it runs 8 miles 
north of it.
2619. Do you think the line would be of great advantage to you and your neighbours ? Yes.
2620. AVould you expect to find a market for your produce to tbe west? Yes; and wo could send tbe
surplus to Newcastle or Sydney. ’
2621. Do you prefer tbe proposed route to that via Glen Innes ? 1 do ; but would accept any route.
2622. Do you think a railway to Moree would result in a larger area of land being put under cultivation ? 
I am sure of it. I myself would probably put in 500 acres more of wheat, potatoes, aud corn. I have 
1,000 acres of good agricultural land,
2623. Is the soil of the Inverell district well adapted for the growth of potatoes ? Yes; it is hardly as 
suitable as that of Glen Innes, in consequence of the rainfall not being so much. It is not quite so moist 
here as it is at Glen Innes.
2624. Does not Glen Innes bear a reputation for tbe excellent quality of its potatoes ? Yes; the crop is 
more certain there.
2625. If the line were constructed, do you think a large area of land would be put under potato crop ? Yes.
2626. Where would there he a market for potatoes r West of Moree and district.
2627. Do you produce any wool ? Ares ; and I send it mostly to Sydney via Glen Innes.
2628. Do you ever send any by way of Grafton ? I did on one occasion.
2629. Did you find it more advantageous to send it that way than to send it by rail ? It depends on the 
state of the market. If we want to get it down quickly we send it by rail. AVheu it goes by Grafton it 
is delayed on the road, and you often lose the sale of it in Sydney.
2630. If a line were constructed to Moree, would you send it that way ? Yes, to Sydney or Newcastle.
2631. I suppose there would be no difficulty in laying down 500 acres under potato crop ? No.

2632.
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2632. What would the yield be per acre? Some of the land would yield about 10 tons to the acre, but 
the general yield would not amount to more than 5 tons, and in dry seasons about two.
2633. Bo you think you could find a sale for 2,500 tons of potatoes in the Morce district? Hardly.
2634. Therefore, if you want to grow potatoes to supply Morec, you must not grow 500 acres? No.
2635. Would you not be likely to find a market for potatoes at Narrabri ? Yes, and Walgett too. Twenty 
miles west of this place you cannot grow potatoes or wheat and make them pay.

Mr.
J. Makim,

12 Oct., 1896.

Mr, Peter McCarthy O’Sullivan, farmer and grazier, Bannockburn, sworn, and examined
2636. Chairman.'] How long have you resided in the district ? Twenty-four years.
2637. Mr, O'Connor.] In what direction is your holding? Fourteen miles due west from Invcrell.
2638. What area do you occupy ? 1,700 acres between my sons and myself,
2639. How have you been using it? Principally for grazing. W7e cultivate 170 acres.
2640. What do you cultivate ? Wheat, corn, and potatoes.
2641. Where do you find a market? Out west principally for corn and potatoes ; and we sell our wheat- 
in Inverell.
2642. What do you mean by out west? Moree. I have also sent to G-oondiwindi.
2643. What is your opinion with regard to the proposed railway ? I think the line which will benefit the 
farming community is the Moree line. I have always found a market westward for potatoes, corn, and 
chaff in good and bad seasons.
2644. It would be better for you to send your produce to Moree, a distance of 82 miles, than to send it to 
Glen limes, a distance of 56 miles ? Yes because we get no market in Glen Innes for potatoes and corn.
2645. If the railway were constructed to Moree, would it benefit others as much as yourself ? In my 
opinion, it would. If it were constructed I would put 300 or 400 acres under crop, and many others 
would do the same.

Mr. P. McC, 
O’Sullivan.

120etJ89G.

WEDNESDAY, 14 OCTOBER, 1896.
[The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Glen Innes, at 10 a.m.] •

$3rfscttt:—
CHARLES .ALFRED LEE, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G. I Henry Clarke, Esq.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. | George Black, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Moree to Inverell.
Mr. Eollet John Thomas, Mayor of Glen Innes, sworn, and examined :—

2646. Chairman.] How long have you been residing in Glen Innes? Twelve years ; prior to that I was
residing in Inverell. p. J. Thomas.
2647. How long were you in Inverell ? Eight years. ,——
2648. Then your knowledge of the district extends over twenty years ? Yes. 14 Oct., 1896.
2649. Have you any detailed statement to place before the Committee ? I have a detailed statement of 
the position of the Glen Innes Council and municipality, together with some short statistics as to the 
amount of acreage under crop, and the number of cattle, &c., irf the district, the number of lands alienated, 
and the unimproved value of lands in tbo Glen Innes. municipality. The population of the town and 
district of Glen 1 ones for 1891 was 9,353, and in 1896 it had increased to 11,000. When the last census 
was taken in 1891, it was 2,830 in the town—that is, within the municipality—and it is now' 3,200, showing 
an increase, despite the fact; that in portion of our district there lias been a great exodus of people.
’That portion is the Emmaville district, where the means of livelihood is tin-mining, pure and simple. In 
consequence of the lodes being worked out in many instances, together with tbo low price of tin, there lias 
been an exodus, but despite that fact wc have a decided increase of population. The area of the district

. is 2,433,280 acres; the alienated lands are 429,000 acres. The portion under cultivation—that is, of 
course, for the past year—is 10,127 acres. I should also like to point out that in connection with the 
cultivated lands, in consequence of the fair price the farmers of this district were able to get for their 
produce in Sydney this year, the amount under cultivation for the 1896-7 year -will show a material 
increase. The average size of the holdings in the Gleu Junes district is 71S acres. The homestead leases 
recently offered hero by the Government were all taken up ou the day they were offered.
2650. Were there many of them ? Eight or ten.
2651. What would be the area of each ? From 40 to 150 acres. Those leases were within a distance of 
4 to 5 miles from Glen Innes—the north-western portion of the town. ’The number of horses we have in 
the district is, 10,683; cattle, 89,526; sheep, 519,433. The capital value of unimproved lands in the 
municipality is £48,565, and the annual value of occupied lands is £18,896 7s. 6d. The number of acres 
we have under-wheat is 1,808, The loan on our general revenue account is £5,000. I would also point out 
that this municipality lias further loans than that, which will ho shown by the Government Gazette, issued 
in the latter end of August. Those loans consist of one of £3,000 over the town hall, together with a loan 
of £6,000 over our gas-works ; so that the total loans of the municipality are £14,000. The assets over 
the liabilities—published iu the Gazette in the latter end of August—and which balance was made up to 
the 3rd August, 1896, show an actual balance of £1,894 2s. lid. I should like to point out, in con
nection with this matter, that that asset over liabilities is over and above the amount of loan on general 
revenue. That is not taken into consideration at all. The amount of assets over liabilities is for rates 
calculated, or the actual casli value of works, together with the town hall and other assets we have hero.
2652. You are aware that the proposal is to start the railway from Inverell, and to take it round by the 
west to Sydney? Yes.
2653. How is that proposal viewed by the residents of Glen Innes? It is viewed as a very great mistake,
not only in the interests of Glen Innes, but in the interests of the country at large. It is considered by 
the people of Glen Innes that it would be a very great mistake indeed, for the reason that if it is 
constructed, it is primarily understood to assist the people of Inverell. I feel confident it will not effect 
this. We, in Glen Innes, hold that any railway to benefit the people of the Inverell district should 
bo commenced at Glen Innes. "Wo hold this opinion for the reason that Glen Lines is the natural 
centre from which the trade of Inverell must go. We are about 120 miles from the coast at Grafton. '

There
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IT. j/lhomas. ^ iero ls a cousiderable^imount of traffic at the present time direct from Grafton, through Glen Innes, to 
/—^ inverell, and if the railway is made to-morrow from Moree to Inverell, it will not materially decrease 

14 Oct., 189G. *jiat traffic, for the reason that the amount charged by carriers for carriage from Grafton is so small that 
the Ilauway Commissioners could not possibly compete by taking it over such an enormous mileage of 
railway to Inverell. °
2654. Leaving out of view, for a moment, the possible connection with the coast by rail, you are of opinion 
that the starting of the trade from Inverell would nod enable the Bailway Commissioners to capture the 
trade they are now losing by way of the coast ? That is so.
2655. Therefore, it would follow that the estimated trafile over the railway to Inverell would not be 
realised ? That is my opinion.
2656. And instead ot a loss of £2,800 per annum being shown, there is a probability of it boinc larger ?
J think so. i j o n
2657. Ton contend that a connection should be made between Inverell and Glen Times P Yes.
2658. Would not that bring Inverell produce into competition with what you produce here P Not in a 
material degree. The Inverell district is essentially a wheat-producing district. Glen Innes is not 
essentially a wheat-producing district. This is essentially a hay-producing district.
2650. You say the total cultivation is 10,000 acres, of which 1,808 are under wheat? Yes.
2660. What is the balance under? Hay and potatoes, principally.
2661. Does the Inverell district produce largely of hay and potatoes? It docs not produce largely of 
potatoes. This is essentially a tuber-producing district.' The potatoes grown in this district keep very well.

rnu''063 S™"’!1 *n Inverefl do not keep anything like the length of time the tubers grown here keep.
2662. Then you think that would be one source of exchange with Inverell ? Yes.
2663. You have stated that owing to the facilities for getting produce to the Newcastle and Sydney markets. 
Jast year, there was considerable demand for produce here ? \es.
2664. Was that trade confined to last year, or has it been a growing one? I regret to say it was confined 
to last year.

+l" n Jear i—was if ;l reduction of the railway rates, or scarcity in other parts
° u-i t • °nlly t ,Jlbc ^rst r0flS0n was tiiat there was a groat scarcity throughout the country generally, 
•whilst in Glen Innes we had one of the largest hay crops we have ever had. It was brought about through 
a very dry winter last year, and good rains in the early portion of the spring. Conscqucntlv, the lands 
uere very arable, and we bad a wonderful hay crop. The Railway Commissioners also made a concession 
to the farmers in the northern district. They lowered the price of produce to Sydney by 20 per cent., and 
increased the price of produce imported from Sydney into the country by 20 per cent. Thereby the farmers 
were able to send 6-ton tracks to Sydney at £3 12s. a truck. ’ ’
2666. Then the hay produced was in excess of local requirements, and there was a large surplus to 
dispose of? Yes. “ 1

iVfTthere aiH market besides Newcastle and Sydney ? The only other I know of was Grafton. 
2068. Nut 1 mean on the railway line ? Yes. I am aware that a good deal was sent to Newcastle and 
bydney, and a little was sent to Nnrrabri,
2669. Supposing the farmers could not have got their produce down, owing to'prohibitiyc railway rates 

bat would nave been the result? There would have been an utter state of collapse.
2G/0. Could you have disposed of it in any other way? No. This departure ou the part of the Glen Tunes 
fanners in sending their produce to Sydney has only come about this year, and it has come about through 
want of production m other parts, and the excessive price they have been able to get in Sydney this year.
I think T ™^U1'C yea!’s’ ^ie gencral produce of the country is abundant would you be able to compete ?

2672. You can only compete under special conditions? Yes.
2673. That being the casc. and the Inverell people being much larger producers than yourselves—presuming 
they had railway connection to Glen Innes—where would be their outlet? Wc consider that the oullet 
tor tho northern districts is in the north—the Queensland markets.
2674. Inverell is a very large wheat-producing district? Yes.

hb?]ieTe ^ botk it: ‘‘lnd tke floU1' arc excellent quality ? The best possible.
2676. It Invcrell were brought into touch with the railway system at a very low rate—say, 5s. or 6s.
a ton—could they find a market between Glen Innes and Newcastle, or at Newcastle, for their flour P 
tl a fjood market for a large quantity of their wheat in Glen limes, and I also understand
that there is a demand farther south.
2677, Both Hour and wheat will stand a higher carriage than hay ? Yes.
this^year ^ 110SSible to Send lJroduce by draT from Glen Innes to Grafton? A quantity has been sent

2679. Would the carriage in ordinary seasons be too high ? I think so.
2680. The class of stuff sent has to be moved about in large quantities ? Yes.
2681. And to shift it by dray is a slow process ? It is the excessive price this year which enables it to 
be sent to Grafton at a profit,
S' Bnt ,ha™S m, ™!W f]1? 1futuie general prosperity of the Colony, and with all the districts 
producing largely, what would be your market? We should be in the same position, if the railway

voei^ mn i6; U0U-1Jt,l'-v\,la ttlIofed remain as it is, as we have been in past vears, and that is that we 
the inland^towns ^ ^ ^ 'V£mt 11 m:>,rfcet ’'vblcl1 kas created so much distress amongst the settlers of

S!'.^ ?Ut y°Ui Jf°r ^ moment in the same position as Invcrellsupposing the railway terminus 
on by railTNo W°U d y°U ^ ^ haVe bc°n ab]e to carlT y°ur Btuff to Armidale, and then send it

market1?116 Yes ^ ^ beCaUS0 y0T1 haTe a railw;l-v at your doors that you are able to take advantage of the

Tnup. t0 gn™ ^ ou,tlet.f?r Inverell, you hold that if the connection were made with Glen
otiHm- fnn'f-li'nV Puf Invei,n1 m touch with the whole of the railway system, and it would give-them an 
™Jlct fje* produce at market rates, whatever they may be ? That is exactly my opinion.
2680. Has there been any organisation amongst the people in regard to giving land'to the Railway Com-

S ™i 'W'Wt0 Glc° I"“s lvoukl tlroueli is sportion owned by the Hwoiaiket Company. 
The secretary of that company is in town, and will give evidence on that point. 2687;
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2687. I beliovo there is r strong desire here for connection with the coast? Yes.
2GSS. Provided there were no connection from Glen ]lines witli the coast, would the extension of u line 
trom Invcrell to Gdon Innes give a hotter outlet for the Inverell people than a line taken from there 
westward by way of Moree? That is exactly my opinion.
2689. But providing there is never any connection between Gden Tunes and the coast, would connection
with Gden Innes give Inverell a better outlet and a better choice of market than a railway going west? 
I say most decidedly it would. ^
2690. Mr. Black.'] Do 1 understand you to say that the natural Glen Innes market is to he found in the 
northern parts of the Colony and Queensland ? Yes.
2691. I or what produce ? For the produce which is grown in the district—the hay crop and the tuber crop.
2692. To what part of Queensland would you send potatoes and chaff ? If we had a railway to the coast, 
at present we would have au excellent market in Brisbane. In most years there is also an excellent 
market ior Glen limes products in the immediate south of Queensland—about the Warwick district.
2693. What prevents you getting to Brisbane at present ? The excessive railway rates in Queensland. 
2691. Have you any guarantee that if a coastal railway is constructed you will get your products to 
Brisbane cheaper than you could do now ? It is only natural, I think, if we can get to the coast, we will 
be able to get to the markets, so to speak, of the world, ot a reasonable rate of carriage.
2695. You mean that goods could be carried to the port, and shipped from thereto Brisbane ? Yes.
2696. Do you not think that the cost of taking the goods to a port, and transhipping them over such a 
small space, would be more than the through carnage ? Hot according to the present rates.
2697. Do you think it would benefit Glen Innes to be connected with Inverell by railway, if the lino is 
not continued to the coast? It would give the Glen Innes people a chance of interchanging products 
with Inverell.
2098. Do you think where a town is not a terminus, the substitution of railway traffic for team traffic, 
with outlying towns is usually beneficial ? I think that with tho beggarly price which is accepted by 
teamsters at the present time for traffic, a f own is almost better without it.
2699. If you were connected-with Invcrell by railway the products which came into the Glen Innes 
district for consumption would arrive by railway and be dumped here, and there would be little or no 
expenditure in connection with them ;—if you have carriers coming to a town they must of necessity 
spend something, however small? 1 am aware of that, but I look at it in this way :—"What we want in 
these districts is a greatly increasing population, and wherever a line of railway is constructed it brings 
population, A great portion of that population remains in the district. That was notable in the case of 
the construction of the line from Armidale to Gleu Innes, and from Gleu Innes .North. "We have people 
here now who hut for the construe!ion of that line would never have seen these districts.
2700. Do you think the carrying of the railway towards the Queensland border increased the population 
of Glen limes ? I am sure it did.
2701. In what direction is the energy of the people who were thus attracted to Glen Innes being directed? 
In the majority of eases they are working tho soil, or are engaged in mining pursuits.
2702. What is the average of seasons iu which Glen Innes has a good season, and the rest of the Colony 
has a had one? Taking the Colony as a whole I suppose it would be very few indeed. But to look upon 
Sydney as a certain market for Glen limes producers the freight from here to Sydney would have to be 
still further reduced.
2703. Where then is the inducement you offer to people to go in for agriculture here ? We do not offer 
them any special inducement at the present time. We say that the Glen Innes district, as it at present 
exists, has not a certain market.
2701.' How would the construction of a railway from Glen Innes to Inverell increase the population of 
the district ? It will bring about a floating population some of which will remain. It will also, 1 believe, 
be the means ot a greater portion of alienated land between Glen Junes and Inverell been thrown open 
to settlement.

Afr.
S'. J.Thomus.

14 Oct., 1896.

2705. Bnt you say that before there is any fixed market for Glen limes products, there will have to he a 
great reduction in freight. You say further, that the products of Glen Junes as a rule only find an out
side market, when there are good seasons here and had seasons elsewhere. Then you speak of an increase 
of set tlcmcnt brought about by the const ruction of a railway between Glen Innes and Inverell, whilst you 
admit that that would extend the market of Glen limes ? Under present conditions I hold that there is 
not a market'which will guarantee those staying on the land any certain income, but under the conditions 
which we believe must come about in tho near future there will be a good market for the producers of the 
north in the southern portion of Queensland.
2706. Then you mean that the construction of a railway to Invcrell will bring a lot of people here who 
will gamble in a coastal connection? Not altogether that. Supposing the railway freights from here to 
the north and in the southern portion of Queensland are reduced, as they should be, it would enable the 
people of the northern districts to get at their natural market, which is northward. "Wo have to pay a 20 
per cent, advance in sending north, and a 20 per cent, reduction in sending south.
2707. Iain surprised you do not guote another problematical circumstance which is federation and the 
consequent abolition of border duties ? A good deal will be said to you about that by other witnesses. 
270S. Another factor too, is the establishment of a sugar-beet mill in Tcnterficld ? i would like to allude 
to what I believe to he hard facts.
2709. But you do not call a coastal connection a hard fact? 1 hope it will he. If tho Government are 
alive to the interests of the northern district it will be a hard fact in tho near future. TVith regard to the 
sugar-beet industry, 1 should like to point out that representations were made to me by certain people in 
Sydney, and I called a meeting of farmers in the Glen Innes district during the last month. The result 
of that meeting was that no less than forty farmers are experimenting hero this year in the production of 
sugar-beet. The areas put under crop vary from ^ acre to 1 acre.
2710. 1 understand that a quantity of seed was distributed here last year, but I have not hoard whether it 
camo above the ground or not ?. It was distributed in 1 ok. and ok. packets then, and it is being dis
tributed by the hundred weight this year. I should like to point out that the sugar-beet was grown at 
Bed .Range, ina small way certainly, but still it was most successful. I understand that one lot yielded a 
very fair average quantity of sugar. The result of the experiment this year will be such as to put 
beyond all doubt tbo possibilities of the soil for the production of sugar-beet

2711.
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F J Thomas J011 think the farmers of the district, as a rule, turn their energies in the host direction ?

140ct”lS9G. Is this climate adapted for the growth of onions? It is.
1 ' 2713. Haye they not been realising high prices on the Sydney market of late years ? I understand so.

2714. Are there any grown in the district? A veiy small quantity, indeed,
2715. To what circumstance do you attribute the neglect of the farmers to grow it ? A good deal to the 
neglect of the Government in not establishing in the country districts experimental farms to point out to 
the farmers the possibilities pf the soil.
2710. How is it that in other districts where there are no experimental farms onions arc grown ? For 
the simple reason that they have been educated up to it, and here they have not.
2717. Then you think the farmers.of this district are in their educational infancy ? I think the majority 
of them arc.
2718. Is the wheat product of the district equal to the flour consumption of the district ? Kdthing 
like it.
2719. Therefore the millers must be large importers of flour ? Very large.
2720. Do you think it is probable, if a connection be made between Glen Innes and Tnyerell, it will 
be largely used by the squatters and storekeepers of Inverell in importing their goods from Sydney? 
I think it will.
2721. Is it not a fact that the bulk of the goods consumed in this district are brought via Grafton, and 
thence by team ? Ves.
2722. Is it not a fact that all the goods consumed in the Inverell district are brought by water to Grafton, 
and thence by team to Inverell ? A great quantity,
2723. If Glen Innes being directly connected with the railway, finds it profitable to bring goods from 
Grafton, is it not probable that when Invcrell is connected she also will find it profitable to bring goods 
from Grafton ? Tes, as far as Glen Innes. If the railway were constructed I presume it would not pay 
them to carry by team from Glen Innes to Inverell.
2724. Is it feasible that goods having been carried 110 miles by team, will be transhipped to a railway in 
order that they may be carried 42 miles? ] think it is feasible. Anything is feasible when the rate is 
cheaper.
2725. Do you not think it is possible that the teamsters, in the face of the competition with the railway, 
rather than unload at Gleu .Innes, will be disposed to carry goods on from Glen Innes to Inverell at a 
very little higher rate, and that storekeepers and squatters, in order to save double handling—which 
always means destruction—will prefer to pay that slightly-increased rate? I do not think it is likely. 1 
think the present rate of carriage for team traffic between Glen Innes and Inverell is as low as it is possible 
to be, and I think it will be possible, if the railway is constructed, to carry goods from Glen Innes to 
Inverell at a much cheaper rate.
2720. "What is the ordinary rate of carriage by team from Glen Innes to Inverell? £1, and £1 10s. a 
ton in special instances.
2727. In the case of goods brought from Grafton, what would be the proportionate carriage between Glen 
Innes and Inverell ? About £1.
2728. Jiff, ifniert?,] We have it in evidence that in 1895 there were 25,000 bushels of wheat grown in 
the Glen Inues district;—out of that quantity what portion would be required for local consumption? 
That question could he bettor answered by Mr. Ut/,.
2729. Have you seen the figures supplied by Mr. Harper in regard to the traffic on a line from Inverell 
to Moree? Ves.
2730. Are youprepared to point out any of the items in regard to which you think he has made a mistake ? 
I think he has made a mistake in the item of general goods.
2731. Have you anj" figures to emphasise that statement? I would refer to the cost of carriage from 
Grafton to Inverell. .1 hold it would not be possible for the Hallway Commissioners to fairly compete 
for the traffic between those places. Although it might be said that goods would be carried more quickly, 
still .1 do not think the Hallway Commissioners could successfuliy compete with the traffic cast.
2732. Does not tiie same possibility exist if a railway is constracted between Glen Innes and Invcrell? 
I do not think so.
2733. If the storekeeper at Inverell can get his goods more cheaply by way of Grafton, is it likely he will 
use the railway from Gleu Innes to Inverell? I think he would, but 1 could not answer for him with 
regard to Glen Innes and Sydney,
2734. Do you advocate the construction of a line from Glen Innes to Inverell, apart from any possibility 
of coastal connection ? 1 do.
2735. Are you aware that there is a fair market for Inverell produce towards and beyond Moree ? 1 
am not.
2736. I understand you to say there would be largo quantities of potatoes, oats, and chaff sent by rail 
from Glen Innes to Inverell? There would be large quantities of potatoes, but I would not liko to 
commit myself by saying oats and chaff, because they are produced there.
2737. What is the probability of timber being sent from Glen Innes to Inverell ? In my opinion ihcre 
is likely to be a large market for timber in tho Inverell district, from tho fact that the timber forests in 
the Inverell district are pretty well worked out.
2738. What distance from Glen Innes do the timber forests exist? They are on the eastern slope. 
There is a mill about 221 miles east of Glen limes.
2739. Is the Glen Innes district at present in a flourishing condition ? Yes ; it will compare favourably 
with other districts throughout the Colony.

Mr. John Frederick HU, merchant, Gleu Innes, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. 2740. Ciat'rman.] How long have you been residing in the district ? I have been in business for the last 

J. F. Utz. thirty-one years.
2741. Have you been intimately connected with the agitations which have taken place for railway eon- 

14 Oct, 1896. nee|j01l both west and east? I have.
2742. Are you in a position to give us an acc.urate statement, as to the rates of carriage which exist now
and which existed some time ago ? Yes. 2743.



1455

MINUTES OJ? EVIDENCE—BAILWAY FROM MOREE TO INVEBELL. ’ 87

2743. Mr. lioberU^] Have you lone; held the opinion that Glen .Innes and Invcrell should be connected by Mr*rail? lhave. lib ¥ J j. utj!.
2744. Do you anticipate that a largo trade would be carried on between those two towns ? There would
if there were railway connection. 11 Uct'’
2745. Would Inverell be able to had a market at Glen Innes, or would Glen Innes bo, as it were, a dis
tributing point for large quantities of wheat, flour, and other produce of luvrell ? I consider Glen Innes 
would be a large distributing centre for Inverell farmers.
2746. Am I to understand from what you say that the Inverell farmers would be able to dispose of their 
produce at Glen Innes ? They would be able to dispose of at least 40,000 bushels of wheat every year in 
Glen Innes proper.
2747. Would that bo in addition to the 25,000 bushels of wheat which I understand are grown at Glon 
Innes ? Yes. "When I said 40,000 bushels would be disposed of, 1 intended to intimate that I myself 
require for my mill 80,000 bushels per annum. I bought 80,000 bushels of wheat this season.
2748. WTe had it in evidence in Inverell that in 1805 Glen Innes produced about 25,000 bushels ? There
abouts.
2740. How do you dispose of the 80,000 bushels of wheat which you say you have purchased? My market 
for the 80,000 bushels of wheat, after it is manufactured into flour, is from Stauthorpc ou the north, as far 
as Quirindi, Gunnodah, JSarrabri, and Moree. 1 sent a few truck loads to Mr. McIntosh, at Moree, a few 
days ago.
2750. Did you send it to Morco by rail ? Yes.
27GL Was not that rather a roundabout way? Yes, but it would have cost 50 per cent, more to send it by 
team. The cost by rail from here to Moree"is 61. 30s. a ton.
2752. Arc you iu tho habit of sending large parcels of wheat or flour to Moree ? Ho; this is the first 
trial 1 have had. I wanted to introduce my flour to the Moree district.
275-1. Owing to the fact that Moree is purely a pastoral country, is not it and the district beyond a large 
purchaser of agricultural products ? You may call it large, hut I do not. There is only a population of 
about 8,000 people in that district, and 8,000 people do not require, on au average more than about 1,000 
tons of flour per annum. Three farmers in the Invcrell district, Messrs. M'Clymont, Dddy, and Wyudham, 
who say they could each put 1,000 acres under wheat, would supplv the whole of that population with 
flour. “
2754. I suppose the demand would be larger in times of drought? I do not know that they would eat
more bread iu a time of drought than at any other time. '
2755. If Glen Innes and Inverell were connected, I suppose it would be fair to assume that largo areas of 
wl)eat-growing laud would bo put under cultivation ? Tes.
2756. Arc you of opinion, that in view of the large production of wheat, if a railway were brought from 
Inverell to Glen limes, a sure market would be found for it? Yes; 1 undoubtedly think so. I do not 
mean in say that Invcrell, for example, would grow 1,000,000 bushels of wheat, and" that tho whole of it 
would ho consumed in Glen Innes.
2757. Mould it go into Queensland? In certain seasons a portion of it would. At present 1 am
sending flour into Queensland to Stanthorpc, and am paying 61 a ton duty on the border. That is
because the prices are high, but there arc certain seasons when they can grow fair crops on the Downs, but 
only occasionally. Therefore a certain surplus of the Inverell district would find its way, at times, into 
Queensland.
2758. Although the Darling Downs produce wheat, you cannot look with certainty to them for a good
-yield? That is so. . '
2759. Have the farmers of the Darling Downs had a long experience of wheat-growing? Yes; flour 
mills have been established at "Warwick for over 15 years.
2760. Would it be safe to say that once in five years the wheat crop ou the Darling Downs is a failure?
'They get a good crop once in four years.
2761. “What is the distance from Toowoomba to Brisbane? 130 miles,
2762. What is tho distance from Glen Innes to 'Toowoomba ? 200 miles.
2763. Do you think—in view of the long distance by rail from Glen Innes to Toowoomba, and the much
shorter distance between Toowoomba and Brisbane—you would be able to compete with the sea-borne 
wheat of California or South Australia ? That would entirely depend upon the universal price of wheat at 
tho time. If wheat were cheap in California, South Australia, or Victoria, you would not be able to 
compete with sea-borne wheat in Brisbane. "
276 k Are you in favour of a line being constructed from Invcrell to Moree ? 1 am in favour of a line
being constructed from Inverell to Moree, provided it does not remain at Inverell. It is not good, Irom 
a national point of view, to make Inverell a terminus.
'-755. Am I to understand you see no objection to the construction of a railway from Inverell to Moree?
If it is intended to construct the line from Moree to Inverell, and leave it there for all time, it is 
undoubtedly a mistake.
2/66. J. am afraid it is impossible to say what may be done in tho future. Wc are asked to report upon 
the desirability of constructing a line from Morec to Inverell ? If you bind me down not to make any 
statement about the future, I say that a line from Glen Innes is undoubtedly the better of the two. The 
money of the State would be more advantageously spent on that line.
2767. Will you give your reasons why, and point out the disadvantages of the Moree connection, and tho 
advantages of the Glen Innes connection ? I have several reasons. If you build a railway from Inverell 
to Moree, with the intention ot carrying the Inverell produce to the west to feed thousands of peoplo 
there, I only say that those thousands do not exist. 1 maintain, from the knowledge I have gained from 
the people living there, that that part of the Colony will never sustain a thick population. A man could 
not go to the Moree dial riet and live on 200 or 300 acres in the same way as he could iu the more favoured 
districts to the east. They have not the rainfall. It is virtually a pastoral district, and I question very 
much whether it eanjever be more. 11 is stated by some of Lire 1 nvorcll peoplo that they expect to do business 
with ]\ arrabri, Gunncdah, and other places. But how can the Invcrell farmer compete with the Tamworth 
farmer at Narrabri, ICO miles from Inverell, when the distance from Tamworth to Harrabri is only 137 miles.
It is well known that the Tamworth district, for wheat producing, is equally as good as, if not better than 
the Inverell district. Tamworth has a largo area of wheat. Then you have the district from Tamworth

to
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• J IMJtz i? WeTriB ^ree^‘ an^ a good w'lieRt land about Quirindi. I take it that it is the wish of the
_^ larliatnent of the country to build railways on commercial lines, and that they espect them to pay. Ufa

14 Oct, 1890. ^ne ^ from .Inverell to Moree. the Commissioners, in order to compete for the coast trallie,
’ may apply difrercnlinl rales ; hut .1 ask whether it is advisable to build many railways under those 

conditions. Differential rates mean tho running of railways for nothing. If they want to carry goods 
to Moree at differential rates, they will have to carry goods from Narrabri, passing Moree, iind coming 
into Inverell, practically for nothing, But even then they cannot compete. 1 do not say yon could 
build a line from Glon Innes to Inverell and make it pay at once; but still you would have only one 
railway running at differential rates instead of more than one.
27(58.. But you, as a business man, enjoy differential rates now ? 'VVe do, but it would not be advisable 
to build another railway in that district to have further differential rates.
27G9. In the event of a line being constructed between Glen Innes and Inverell, would not the business 
people look for differential rates as well as those who have them now ? Glen limes has differential rates, 
and, allowing that Inverell will also claim them, if; can never get them. The traffic from Glen Innes 
to Inverell will average about 10s. a ton. They have nothing to fear. The carrier cannot carry at that 
price. Therefore there will be no necessity to make differential rates there.
2770. Have you any other statement to make with regard to the advantages of the Invcrell-Glen Innes 
line? Tes.. It the railway is built tbo connection should be at Glen Innes, for the simple’reason that 
the population.to be fed by the breadstuffs grown in the western districts undoubtedly lies on tho eastern 
coast. There is a population there of 100,000 people, who must be fed.
2771. But how are you to get the breadstuffs down there? At present it is a difficult matter, 
although I may tell the Committee I am at present sending flour to within 20 miles of Grafton, even by 
teams. I do not say that you are obliged to construct a railway to Grafton, although I would do so 
if I had my choice. Nevertheless, the Glen Innes people will not be sorry if the connection is made 
further north—say, from Tcnterfield to Lismore. We feel certain it will be of more benctit to the whole 
of that district than a lino to Moree.
2772. Do you think the time has arrived when tbo table-land of New England should be connected witli 
the coast? If it has not arrived it cannot be far distant. The present line, which passes our door, is 
not suitable for our requirements, nor for those of any part of Now England.
2773. Do you get large quantities of merchandise from Sydney? Tes.
2774.. Do you make all your purchases iu Sydney? No; I buy more than threo-fourtlis of my mer
chandise in tho London market.
2775. Docs it come by way of Sydney ? No, it is shipped to Newcastle and Sydney. Whenever I have 
a^convenient ship starting from London to Newcastle, the goods arc landed in Newcastle.
2776. Then do they come by rail ? Not at all times. I often tranship at Newcastle, and send by 
steamer to Grafton.
2777. Am I to understand that in every case, wherever practicable, you get your merchandise by way of
Grafton, and thence by team to Glen I nnes ? Tes. ’
2778. I suppose that in cases of emergency, where you may run short of goods, you use the railway ? 
Tes. I may also state that there aro certain classes of goods which the Commissioners carry at a low 
rate, aud of course we make use of the railway under those eircutnslauees.
2779. Ton use the railway when it suits you best? I do.
2/SO. IVhat is the usual rate of carriage for general merchandise, starting from Sydney to Grafton, 
Grafton to Glen Lines, and Glen Innes to Inyercli ? From Sydney to Glen Innes, third-class goods aro 
carried, at present, at truck rates, at £30 a truck, or £5 a ton. Then, again, we have another truck rate' 
for wire, sugar, galvanised iron, wire netting, and rice, which is carried at £24 a truck, or £4 a ton. 
First-class.goods are carried at £5 5s. a ton, and second-class goods at about £6 a ton. I may inform 
the Committee there are very few goods which come under the beading of either first or second class. 
The bulk of tho goods which come to the district are carried under the truck, system of £24 or £30 a 
truck. Third-class goods include all goods packed in cases, casks, and so forth, namely, drapery, wines, 
spirits, groceries, oilmen’s stores, and so forth. " “
2781. Do they come under the differential system ? Tes.
2782. Then you really pay no more for your goods at; Glen Innes than you would if you lived at Tam
worth ? Tbo goods aro a trifle more at 'Tamworth than they aro at Glen Innes.
2783. Glou Lines appears to be on the same footing as Armidale ? It is a littlo more favourably situated.
2784. How far is it to Armidale ? Siity-one miles.
2785. The rate of carriage by rail is apparently from £4 to £5 a ton ? That is about the average.
2786. Is tlierc any class of goods for which a higher rate of carriage is charged than that? Yes. Por
fourto-class goods machinery—it is as high as £9 a ton ; but there are very few tons of that class sent 
to any district. The exact distance, according to tbo rate-book, is 424 miles, and fourth-class "oods would 
pay £9 15s. lid. per ton. ”
278/. Chairman^ That is in singletons? Tes; they cannot come at truck-rates. There is no truck- 
rate in existence for fourth-class goods. ’
2788. Mr. It alerts.'] IVhat would a man of business in a small way, who did not want to truck, have to 
pay ? For third-class goods in quantities of less than 0 tons tho rate is £7 a ton.
2789. In all classes of goods, would the increase be correspondingly largo? No; the increase would be 
in third-class goods only. There would be an increase of £2 a toil in third-class goods, and of £1 a ton 
m first-class goods—wire, sugar, iron, wire netting, and rice. These are items carried by the Com
missioners at £24 a truck. If you got a single ton you will pay £5 for those articles.
2790. Are there any large quantities of salt brought from Sydney to Glen Innes ? No ; from Newcastle,
2791. What is the carriage on salt? £2 3s. 9d. from Newcastle, or £2 13s. Od. from Sydney—that is
what they call the “ B” rate. *
2792. Do you always get your salt by rail? Nearly always ; I have occasionally bought 100 tons at a 
time at Newcastle, and 1 have sent it by sailing ship to Grafton, and have carried it from there by team.
2793. What would be the carriage for coal? It comes under the beading of “Miscellaneous.’” The 
carriage of coal to Glen Innes would be £1 6s. a ton, which is tho lowest classification the Commissioners 
have.
2791. What items, other than coal, arc there, which come under that low rate ? Timber, that is to say, 
pine and sol (.-wood tjinber. Drain-pipes would also come under that heading, and wood in its rough slate

for
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for felloes and wlieelwrigM purposes. Manure would also come under that heading. The next classifi- j .
cation is what tho Commissioners call the “ A" class, ■which includes such articles as farm produce. ^
Oatmeal is carried in 2-ton lots. Grain of all descriptions, seed-oats, flour, oatmeal, maize, and goods of 14 0ct^ lg£)C> 
that class, come under the “ A” class, the charge for which at present is dOs. a ton.
2795. "What do you pay by way of Grafton? 1 am happy to say there is no differential rate between 
Grafton and Glen Innes. The charge between Grafton and Glen Innes is £2 10s. a ton, no matter what 
you get. ]t costs 10s. a ton to get goods to Grafton ; then 2s. 6d. a ton is allowed by the steamship com
panies on large shipments. Roughly speaking, therefore, the charge from Sydney to Grafton is 8s, a ton, 
and the carriage by team £2 10s., which makes £2 18s. per ton.
2796. Is it not a fact that they charge some customers 16s. a ton? No, unless the goods are measurement 
goods.
2797. A man in a large way of business, like yourself, would get goods delivered for 8s. a ton? Yes, they 
allow 33 per cent, off largo consignments, measurement included. As I have stated, the carriage from 
Grafton to Glen Innes is £2 10s. that makes £2 18s.
2798. Can you always rely on getting your goods, from one year’s end to the other, at £2 18s, a ton from 

■ Sydney to Glen Innes by way of Grafton ? Yes. I have done it for three years. In 1892, the ruling
rate was £3 10s. a ton. Since then the rate has been gradually reduced, not by business people, but by 
carriers, who have offered to carry at lower rates. I may tell the Committee that the carriers almost worry 
the life out of me to ge,t the carriage. Prom Monday morning to Saturday night the carriers are coming 
and asking for loads.
2799. Supposing that, instead of being at Glen Innes, your headquarters were at Inverell, how much 
additional carriage would you have to pay to got your goods to Inverell—1 mean by way of Grafton ?
Fifteen shillings a ton additional rate—that is providing for a through rate—would have to be added to 
the £2 18s., which malces £3 13s. a ton.
2800. Do you recollect what the Railway Commissioners put down as the rate of carriage, by rail, from 
Glen Innes to Inverell, when the question of the construction of a railway between those two places was 
under consideration? Ten shillings a ton.
2801. What do the carriers charge at the present time for carriage from Glen Innes to Inverell?
Starting from Glen Innes to Inverell they only charge £1 to £1 5s. per ton. Wire and heavy goods are 
carried at £1 per ton; parcels and cases at £1 5s. per ton. For miscellaneous small lots the charge is 
£110s. per ton. _
2802. But in view of your large business, if you made a contract for the delivery of goods from Grafton 
to Inverell direct, you would not, 1 suppose, have to pay more than 15s. per ton? I am satisfied that I 
can land goods in Inverell from Sydney at £3 13s. per ton.
2803. Supposing for,a moment that a railway from Glon Innes to Inverell were constructed, would it not 
be a fair thing to assume that the teamsters, knowing they had to compete with that railway, would 
bo prepared, in your case—you being such a large customer—to carry your goods from Graf tout 
Inverell, sav, at £3 8s. per ton, instead of £3 I3s. per ton ? No, I do not think so. The rates arc an 
low as they possibly can go. If the rates come down any lower, it simply means that the carriers will bo 
starved out, and they will have to give up carrying,
2801. Do you think that the rate of £3 13s. per ton is the bedrock charge? I do.
2805. Supposing goods arrived at Gleu Innes from Grafton, and you wanted to take them off the team 
and put them on the railway trucks—with the view of landing them in Inverell—what would be tho cost 
of handling goods in that way ? One shilling per ton. That is what the Department of Railways charges.
2806. That would really make it 11s. per ton in addition to £2 18s. ? Yes ; it would bo 14s. in favour of .
the railway carriage.
2807. Can you give me any estimate ot the volume of traffic which would bo likely to come to a railway 
constructed between Glen Innes and Inverell? I can. It may appear very strange to the Committee if 
I enlarge upon the figures given by tho Goods Superintendent, and others, who gave evidence in 1892; 
but 1 say from my own knowledge of the goods which go into the different districts, and from my 
knowledge of the goods which I send myself, and which go from other points, that I have not exceeded 
the tonnage which goes into those districts. I will give you my estimate of the goods which are sent 
yearly from Glen Innes into the Inverell district—from a point starting at Guyra, to a point ending at 
Deepwater. I say that the tonnage which goes into that district is 7,000 tons per annum.
2S08. AVliat I want you particularly to toll me is, what goods would he carried on the railway ? A11 those 
goods would bo carried ou the railway. For instance, if goods are unloaded at Guyra and are carried to 
Tingha, then Tingha will be within 12 miles of this railway at Brodies Plains. Therefore, naturally,
Tingha would not go to Guyra when it lias a railway 12 miles away. Going towards Tingha, on the south 
side of Inverell, there are several small properties which get their goods from Guyra, and they would go 
to the railway if constructed. I claim 7.000 tons as the inward traffic. Four years ago the Department 
of Railways estimated the tonnage of goods going into that district at 4,009 tons; but the Department 
had in view the traffic which existed at Glen limes ouly, and which was carried from the Glen Innes 
station to Invcrell. They made no allowance whatever for the goods which were unloaded at Guyra,
Dundee, or Deepwater; nor did they make any allowance for the goods sent by myself and others from 
Glen Inues to the Inverell district, of which goods, of course, the Railway Commissioners could not have 
any knowledge. _
2809. Then what I understand you say is that, instead of only 4,000 tons of goods, as estimated by the ■ 
Department of Railways, going into that district, you arc prepared to prove there will be 7,000 tons of goods 
going there ? I am.
2810. "Will you show mo, in detail, where the 7,000 tons of goods would come from ? About 1,000 tons 
of goods are sent from Glen Innes into the western district. Of that quantity I send 750 tons myself,
]t goes as far as Warialda, and 14 miles beyond that place, and also to Boggabilla. _ _
2811. Will yon tell me the range of country to the north, south, east, and west, with which you tin 
business ? I do business as far as merchandise is concerned, only so far as the Black Mountain, 20 miles 
distant from Armidale. With regard to flour—I go as far as Quirindi, on the northern line, and Moree 
on the north-western line, and on the east as far as Grafton.
2812. ]. understand you to say that 1,000 tons of goods go from Glen Innes to Invcrell, and the country 
west of it? Yes; another 500 tons of goods go from Grafton to Inverell direct, which the Railway 
Commissioners did not take into consideration in their estimate. That makes 1,500 tons.
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2S13, Would that 500 tons of goods to which you refer go by team from Grafton to Glen Innes P Tes.
2814. Is it not a fact that, no matter what railway is constructed, those goods will always go that way, 
owing to the low rate of carriage ? Not as far as Inverell is concerned. They might come as far as Glen 
Innes ; but if there is an actual saving of per ton by unloading the teams at Gleu Innes, and carrying 
the goods on to Inverell, every man would, of course, take advantage of that saving. The Eailway Com
missioners would charge an average of 10s. per ton, and the cost by teams right through would be I5s. per 
ton. Allowing Is. per ton for unloading at Glen Innes, there would still be a margin of 4s. per ton in 
ravour of the railway, in addition to which you would get your goods two days quicker.
2815. Ton have now accounted for 1,500 tons of goods ? That is so. Then there are 4,000 tons of goods 
■which come from Sydney to Glen Innes by rail—making 5,500 tons. The other l,500tons—which would 
make up the 7,000 tons—include a portion of goods unloaded at Guyra, aud which drift into the channel 
which the railway would pick up if it were built. There is also a portion unloaded at Dundee, and another 
portion at Deepwater. Some go to Eraser’s Creek, Bangshawe, Wallangarra, Coolati, and other stations 
which at present send their wool to Deepwater Station, which is a nearer point to the Great Northern 
Bail way than Glen Innes, and which is certainly more advantageous to bullock-teams, inasmuch as there 
are not so many metal roads there. Bullock-teams will not take a metal road if they can avoid it. Fer 
these reasons the teams prefer taking the side roads and unloading at Dundee, Deepwater, and platforms 
on the line. I make up the other 15 tons from various places.

. you u°t think that that is rather a large estimate ? I do not think so. I may state that in
addition to what I myself send from Glen Innes, I also send goods, in the wool season, by rail to Deepwater, 
water and also to Guyra. For instance, there is a squatter at Myall Downs, who gets his supplies 
from me.
2817. Then the 7,000 tons to which you have referred would represent tho traffic inwards? It would.
2818. Have you prepared any estimate with regard to the outward traffic? I have.
28] 9. TYhat about passengers ? The passenger traffic I put down at £7,000 per annum ; that is to sav, 
/,000 passengers at an average of 10s. each in and out. '
2820. Do you base that estimate on the present coach traffic ? Not altogether, because the coach traffic 
only shows about 5,000 passengers, but there are hundreds who come in on horseback and in private 
buggies, and they certainly would not travel in that way if a railway line were constructed.
2821. Is there a largo passenger traffic at the present time between Glen Innes and Inverell? There is.
2822. Ohairman.'] ] believe you have seen the development of passenger traffic which has taken place
since the line has been extended from Armidale io Tcnterfield :—for instance, on special occasions, such 
as races and shows, the running of special trains lias moved the people about in hundreds where they used 
to move about in singles? That is a fact, but! have not taken advantage of that, for the simple reason 
that I based my figures on what I thought would be the actual traffic tho moment tlje lino was opened. 
282.3. Mfr, Hoberts.] Have you any other item of inward traffic which you wish to put before the Com
mittee? Tes. Ton certainly must make a fair allowance on the mails, parcels, and so forth, for which tho 
country pays the contractors. I put that down at £750—that is for mails and parcels inwards and 
outwards. '
2824. That is 50 per cent, in advance of what Mr. Harper estimated it at in 1890 ? I admit that, hut then 
six years make a material difference to two districts like Inverell and Glen Innes. Personally, I would be 
quite satisfied, as a business man, if the line were constructed, to give £750 for that item. In addition to 
that, I put down 1,000 tons of timber, which I estimate would be carried on the lino from Glen Innes to 
Inverell,
2825. TFbero ivould the timber come from ? From within 20 miles of Glen limes. AVe have a saw-mill in 
the town ; but the principal amount would come from tho eastern slope about 20 miles from Glen Innes. 
282G. "What kind of timber is it? It is stringy-bark, tallow-wood, red gum, and spotted gum.
282/. Is there likely to be a large market for that class of timber at Inverell? Tes, for the simple reason 
that they have really no good hardwood there. They have timber there, but it is of an inferior quality.
2828. Then would it be fair to assume that if a line of railway were constructed from Glen Innes to
Inverell, a large quantity of timber would be required to meet the wants of the increased population ? 
Tes. I only put that item down at 1,000 tons, at 4s. 6d. per ton, or £225, That brings my earnings up 
to £8,000 for the inward traffic. ' o J 5 I
2829. Have yon allowed for any agricultural produce, in tho shape of oats, chaff, or potatoes, carried from 
Glen Innes to Inverell ? No ; I have allowed for nothing of that kind at all.
2830. Do you think there would be a largo interchange of products between the two places ? There is 
not the shadow of a doubt about that. Asa matter of fact, there are potatoes and oats going there now 
from week to week. I myself send that kind of produce; bnt tho earnings from it would not be large, 
because it is carried at “ A.” class of rates; and if you estimated 1,000 tons for it, it would not increase 
my figures very much, because of the low rates. '
2831. Is it not a fact that the Inverell district can grow potatoes? Tes ; they can grow them and use 
them for six or seven months out of the twelve. After that time, it being a hot district, the potatoes go 
soft. They are not of first-class quality, and they send to Glen Innes ; it is a colder climate, and potatoes 
keep better and longer.
2832. What about the outward traffic ? I put it down at 8,000 bales of woo), equal to 1,000 tons, which 
would he carried ou the railway, starting at Warialda, and embracing the whole of that country which is 
north-west of Inverell, and right along from Inverell, picking it up along the lino. It may have been 
argued that the Warialda wool will go to Moree; hut I say it’ will not, and 1 can prove to the Committee 
why, 1 feel sure it would come to Inverell, and then to Glen Innes, for the simple reason that the 
distance is shorter, and another strong reason is that we have a differential rate existing from Glen Innes 
to Sydney, or Newcastle. The Hallway Commissioners carry wool to Newcastle at £2 17s. Gd., or £3 13s. 
a ton to Sydney—the same price as they charge from Tamworth to Newcastle or Sydney. Therefore, 
they arc not likely to establish the same difierential rates at Moree if there is no connection with 
Inverell. They would have the usual rate for freight from Sydney to Moree, and Moree to Newcastle, 
Hence the rate must be larger starting from Moree than it would be starting from Inverell. Therefore, 
the Warialda wool must drift to Inverell if the railway is constructed from Inverell to Glen Innes.
2833. Is there any New South Wales wool at the present time sent to Brisbane ? Not to my knowledge,
I know that the stations along the borders of Queensland send their wool to Glen Innes. °

Mr,
J.F.TJtz.

14 Oct., 1830.
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2834. Are you able to say whether some of the wool which now finds its way to Bisbane would come to Mr.
the Inverell-G-len Innes line ? I do not think there is a shadow of a doubt about that. , a^'
2835. Is there not au export duty of £2 10s. per ton on wool coming from Queensland 1o this Colony ?
Presuming that there is, and presuming that the wool has to pay that export duty, there will be a rebate 0 ‘
tho moment it leaves the Colony. Export duty would only exist if the wool remained iu blew South
Wales. ‘ " ‘
2836. Therefore, it would only come into New South Wales if it could be brought here free, and if tho 
circumstances were favourable;—do you think if the line from Inverell to Glen Innes were constructed, 
any large number of people on the Queensland border, who now obtain their station supplies from 
Brisbane, would become customers to Now South Wales? I think so—in fact, I am sure of it.
2837. And, consequently, they would make use of the Glen Inues to Inverell railway ? Tes. My last 
item was 8.000 bales, or 1,600 tons of wool, which, at 10s. a ton, would bo an earning for tho railway 
of £800.
2838. I may point out to you that the Goods Superintendent estimates the outward traffic in wool at2,200 
tons? If so, he has enlarged upon his estimate since 1892.
2839. Tbo estimate of the Department of Bailways for wool is 2,200 tons, at 3s. 9d. per ton ? 1 have based 
my calculation upon the existing rate of £2 17s. a ton from Glen Innes to Newcastle. Bor the 53 miles 
of railway from Glen Innes to Inverell, I take it that the Bailway Commissioners would charge pro rata, 
in the same way as they charge now from Glen Innes to Newcastle. 11 would be as near as possible one- 
sixth of the mileage. To Sydney the charge is £3 IGs. a ton, and as people principally ship at Newcastle 
for London, [ take it that the wool would belauded at Newcastle.
2840. Por the sake of comparison, I should like you to coniine yourself to the wool between Glen Innes 
and Inverell; would you pay the Department IOs. a ton when you see that they framed an estimate at 
3b. 9d. por ton ? Under that estimate of 3s. 9d. per ton, I maintain the Department would have to carry 
wool at a lesser rate from Invcrell to Glen Junes than they do between Glen Junes and Newcastle. They 
would have to make a special rate to carry it as low as that.1
2841. Of course, it is impossible for me, in making a caleulaliou as to the probable revenue, to accept any 
sum over ubat has been put down by the Bailway Commissioners ? All 1 can say is that it appears to 
me to be a gross mistake. 1 still maintain there is no wool carried in Now South Wales at 4s. 6d. p'er 
ton for a distance of 50 miles. The freight from here to Newcastle—324 miles—is £2 17s. per ton.
The Department would have to make a special rate to carry wool at 3s. 9d. per ton between Inverell aud 
Gleu Innes.
2842. Mr, O’Connor.] What is the lowest charge for the carriage of wool on any of the lines you know
of? I do not know of any line in existence in New South Wales upon which they ehatge less than 10s. 
per ton for the carriage of wool a distance of less than 23 miles. The differential rates aro already as 
low as they can go, aud you would have to get a treble differential rate to carry wool at os. 9d. per ton 
between Inverell and Glen Innes. '
2843. "What is tho lowest price you ever knew to be charged by a teamster to carry ivool between luveroll 
aud Glen Innes ? £1 a ton.
2844 Mr. Roberts.] Have you made any estimate as to tbo outward traffic regarding the trucking of 
sheep ? J have. 1 estimate that both inward and outward there will be at least 1,000 trucks of live 
slock per annum to be carried from Inverell to Glen Lines.
2845. 1 prefer you to separate the inward and outnard traffic;—wo aro now dealing with the outward 
traffic ? If you look back to Mr. Darling’s evidence, to tho report of tho Bailway Commissioners, and to 
tho evidence of Mr. Barling, you will find that they estimate the traffic on the same basis as 1 do. They 
simply say, “ Live stock—so many trucks per annum,”
2846. The report of the Goods Superintendent shows that there will ho 400 trucks of sheep at 12s. 4d. 
per truck ? That compares with my figures very favourably; but that includes both mward and outward 
traffic for stock. It is assumed that the whole of the live stock would come from west to east; but there 
is a little trucking going on from east to west, in the shape of store stock. Store slock arc often bought 
by the western people at New England for fattening purposes. I have no doubt that a portion of that 
1,000 tons would be sent west. Jt is not a large item, bur it is an item to be considered,
2847. How much of that 1,0(,0 tons is outward traffic ? 800 or 900 trucks.
2848. That is exactly double tho estimate of the Goods Superintendent? It is not double according to 
tbo estimate for the year 1892, but it, may be double now
2849. Arc you confining yourself to sheep ? No, to sheep and cattle.
2850. What is the amount you have allowed for the trucking of sheep and cattle? 1.000 trucks at 
12s. 6d. per truck, or £625—that is, inward and outward.
2851. Can you separate them ? Yes, there will be 800 trucks outward and 200 trucks inward. The 
outward traffic would then come to about £500 in round numbers.
2852. Ton have stated that £8,000 would include everything; docs it include the inward traffic and 
stock ? No ; I have included no iuward stock.
2853. Do you wish to add to tho £8,000? If you wish me particularly to take the £125 from tho 
outward traffic, aud put it in the inward traffic, I will do so.
2854. I am ^ anxious^ that you should place your figures in as favourable a bght as possible ? All 1 can
say is that, judging from the report which has been given by the Department of Bailways, the authorities 
have included the whole of the stock—inward and outward—as I have done. 1 have followed their 
example in order to simplify matters. .
2855. Would prefer me to put down £625 for the stock traffic and leave the £8,000 intact? Yes.
285G. Is it not a fact that the £8,000 includes everything for tho inward traffic ? No. There is no stock 
included in that amount.
2857. I am putting the stock down at £625; does the £8,000 include the stock? It includes 
passengers aud coaching, and all merchandise, but it does not include stock.
2858. Now wo come to wheat, maize, and potatoes, of which the Goods Superintendent estimates that there 
will be 3,300tons at Is, 6d. per ton. giving a total of £202 10s ; how does that estimate compare with vour 
figures ? i estimate that there wilt bo 5,000 tons at 5s. a ton, and 1 will prove it to you, There is no 
part of the Colony in which you have 53 miles of railway where produce is carried al Is. Od. per ton, J 
will give you an example: I buy wheat from Tcnterfield, on which 1 pay 6s. a ton for 60 miles of

carriage.
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^f-1! carriage. I also buy wheat at Armidale upon which I pay 6s. per ton for 60 miles of railway carriage. I 
J.l. Ute. niso buy wheat in Tamworth upon which I pay 14s. fid. per ton for 130 miles of railway carriage. How 

140cfc'""l896 t'.’en *s t-le Gioods Superintendent able to say that he can carry wheat from Inverell to Glen Innes, a 
'' distance of 53 miles at Is. Gd. per ton. If the Department does that it must bring an entirely new 

merchandise rate into existence.
2859. AVhat is your total estimate for wheat, maize, hay, and potatoes—outward traffic ? 5,000 tons at
5s. per ton, or £1,250. '
2860. Would that include hay ? No.
2861. Then wc come to the “ B ” class of goods—250 tons at 4s. 6d. per ton, or £56 5s. Do you wish to 
criticise that ? I put down 500 tons for tho following items : hides, tallow, skins, wine, and fruit. I 
average that lot of goods at 500 tons at 4s. Gd. per ton, or £110 12s. Gd., which I do not think is above 
the mark^in fact, I am positive in my own mind that in a district like this it is under the mark.
2862. Tour estimate appears to be exactly double that of the Goods Superintendent ? Then all I can say 
is that he has a very poor opinion of the district if he thinks it cannot turn out more than 500 tons of 
that class of goods.
2863. Mr. O'Gon-nor.J I suppose the Goods Superintendent is not an expert iu the same sense as your
self ? I would not give way in my knowledge of the district to that gentleman.
2864. Mr. Huberts.] Now wo come to tin ore—1,000 tons at 4s. Gd. per ton, or £225? That is what I 
have put down,
2865. Would any tin ore lie carried at the present day ? Tes, it is caiTicd every other day now. Tin ore 
is obtained at Tingha ; it is also obtained at Stannifer and Bis mo re. There are two or three tin-mines 
within a distance of 2 or 3 miles of the proposed railway, and the furthest one away is Tingha, which 
is 12 miles from the nearest point.
2866. Is it not a fact that tin-mining in the Glen Innes and Inverell districts, compared with what it was 
a few years ago, is now a dead-letter, owing to the low price of tin ? It is true we do not got one-fourth 
of the tin that we got ten years ago; hut we still get 1,000 tons, in spite of the low prices and everything 
else combined. There are still 1,000 tons got per annum out of the three mines I have mentioned.
2807. According to your figures the inward and outward traffic will amount in round numbers to £11,010? 
Tes.
2868. Can you recollect what, in tho year 1890, when the construction of a line of railway between Glen 
Innes and Inverell was first considered, was the estimated cost per mile ? £8,000.
2869. I suppose you know that since then it has been reduced to about £6,000 per mile ? Tes.
2870. From a return furnished by the Hallway Construction Branch, in the early part of this year, a 
further reduction has been made, giving the total length of lino between Glen Innes and Inverell as 521 
miles, and the estimated cost £317,908. lhave made a hasty calculation of what ihc interest on £318,000 
will ho at 3] per cent., and it comes to £10,335. The working expenses of the line, for the sake of 
calculation, 3 have put down as follows Traffic branch, £1.756 ; locomotive branch, £1,500 ; permanent
way branch, £3,040 ; making a total of £6,296 :—which, added to the interest on the capital cost, gives a 
total annual cost of £16,631. Then we coine to the revenue, and for the sake of endeavouring to arrive 
at a conclusion, and in order to give you every facility in proving your case, I will, for the moment, adopt 
your figures. The revenue, including coaching, mails, aud inward goods, would come to £8.000, and the 
outward goods to £3,010, making a total of £11,010. That would leave a difference between the expen
diture and the revenue, according to my calculation, of £5,621 ? About that. I consider, of course, that 
the interest of 3d per cent, is rather excessive in view of the way in which money is going at present.
2871. For the sake of argument wc will knock off tho odd £620, and say £5,000;—I have adopted all 
your figures in order to arrive at as favourable a conclusion as possible, and the line would then show a 
loss of £5,000 a year ? Just so—that is to start with.
2872. In view of the long experience you have had in the district, and of yonr commercial knowledge as 
a business man, would you be prepared to name any time in which you think that loss would be likely to 
be wiped out, or nearly wiped out? I venture to say that before three years had elapsed the carnmgs 
would be £16,000 a year.
2873. Therefore, if your anticipations were realised, in three years' time the revenue would come up to 
tbo expenditure ? I certainly think so.
2874. With regard to the market for wheat—1. am not perfectly clear as to how you are going to get rid 
of all the wheat which Inverell would probably grow when she is connected with the railway system of 
tho Colony. Ton have spoken of a market in Queensland, hut you have admitted that a market would 
only be found there when the crop failed on the Darling Downs? Just so.
2875. "What other market have you to look to ;—do you look to the Sydney market at all? If railway 
communication is cut off at Glen Innes, undoubtedly the Sydney and Newcastle markets will be the 
markets lor the time being; bnt I have ah’cady stated I look to something in the future. There aro 
100,000 peoplo on the eastern slopes of tho Colony to ho fed with breadstuffs.
2876. But there is no railway there ? I admit that. Therefore, until you connect that portion of the 
Colony with a railway, I admit that the only outlet of the surplus wheat must be Sydney and Newcastle.
2877. If a railway were constructed from Glen Innes to Inverell, would Invcrell find a payable market in 
Newcastle or Sydney ? Invcrell would not find a payable market if wheat were sold at its present 
ridiculously low price in the neighbouring colonics. I have, however, on former occasions, said that 
occasionally, notwithstanding the long carriage from Inverell to Sydney, Invcrell wheat would find a 
profitable market in Sydney or Newcastle. If you give Invcrell a railway at all, the producers must still 
have an outlet for their surplus wheat, and they have a better cbanco by coming to Glen Times and 
connecting there, than they could have by connecting with Moree. I am only arguing that Glen Innes 
must undoubtedly be the choice of route, whether they want to reach a connection to the coast, or to sell 
in Sydney, or on the line to Queensland. There is no population west, and in my opinion there never 
will be to any great extent. The country is not suitable for a large population.
2878. Mr. O'Gomor.] Do you know how many bushels of wheat go to tho ton ? Thirty-seven bushels 
and 20 lb.
2879. What is the import duty in Queensland ? On wheat it is 4d. per bushel, and on flour £1 per ton. 
2880-1. How many bushels do you usually produce to the acre ? The average during the last ten years 
has been about 18 bushels.
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2882. Arc you aware that the consumption of wheat in Queensland is over 2,000,000 bushels, and that
their production is only 123,000 bushels ; consequently they require to be supplied with over 1,000,000 * • Zl
bushels ? I know it.
2883. Could you not find a market there and pay the import duty ? I have already stated that under ■' *
certain circumstances wo would have a ready market in Queensland, but when I was challenged upon the
cost of the sea-borne wheat I said that probably we would have a bard tussle to compete against that 
sea-borne wheat.
2884. Mr. Rohcris^ With regard to the market on the eastern coast, at such places as Graf ton, Lismore,
Kempsey, and other towns, would it not be possible for that market to be served by sea-borne wheat;—is 
there not a good entrance at the Clarence Eiver to which steamers from South Australia could come ?
Eight shillings per ton is the lowest maximum for which they carry goods from the Clarence Eiver.
Therefore, if a connection were made to the Clarence Eiver, according to the present rate of charges, you 
could land wheat there from Inverell—a distance of about 150 miles—for about the same money.
2885. Do you mean to tell me that you could land wheat at Grafton from Inverell, overland, at the same 
price as wheat could be landed from South Australia? Not without railway communication.
2886. Could it be done with railway communication ? Very nearly for tbe same money. There are 140 
miles of carriage from Tamworth to Glen Junes, and the charge is 14a. 8d. per ton. Allowing tho charge 
to be 8s. per ton from Sydney to Grafton, you have an advantage with the sea-borne wheat from Sydney 
to Grafton to the extent of 6s. Sd. But how does it come to Sydney. They do not grow wheat there, 
therefore, if it comes from South Australia or Victoria something must bo charged for bringing it as far 
as Sydney.
2887. But is it not probable that, with improved harbour advantages at tho Clarence Eiver, steamers from 
all the wheat-producing countries of the world would make their way to Grafton if they believed there 
was a market to be found there;—and would a railway from Inverell be able to compete with them, even 
if there were a lino to the coast? I certainly think it would. Allowing your argument, that the harbour 
was good enough to allow vessels to come in, to hold good, nevertheless there is not a sufficient volume of 
irade to induce those vessels to come to Grafton. It would be an occasional vessel only which would come 
in with bread-stuffs. Therefore, if an occasional vessel only comes in, the competition is not likely to be 
so great as it would be in a large port such as Sydney, to which you have 100 shipping companies sending 
their ships from all parts of the world. Therefore, I do not think they would land wheat or flour in 
Grafton within Is. or 2s. a ton more than it would be carried from Invcrell to Grafton for.
2SSS. But is it not a fact that “within Is. or 2s. a ton’’ would not suit a keen business man such as 
yourself ? That may be.
2880, Or even 3d. per ton ? A keen business man would, of course, look at that. AVe must not lose sight 
of tho fact, however, that there is a surplus of wheat in that district, and that surplus must go somewhere.
Whether it is the business man or the farmer who sells the surplus it must go out of tho district year by 
year, although ho may not get such a profit for it as he would if he were able to sell it at his own door.
2890. Wc have been told that if a railway lino is constructed from Glen Junes to Inverell a large area of 
country will be immediately put under cultivation, and consequently tbo production of wheat will be 
largely increased ;—is it not a fact that when this wheat came to Glen Innes there would be a great 
difficulty in finding a market for it, unless it happened to come at a time when the wheat crop on the 
Darling Downs iu Queensland had failed ? There would be a difficulty in disposing of it at Glen Innes, 
providing that you could not go any further by rail east.
2891. As a matter of fact, your principal market would be on tbe eastern coast of the colony, namely,
Lismore, Grafton, .Kempsey, and other towns ; is not that the real market ? There is not the shadow of 
a doubt in my mind that that is the natural market of this part of the Colony.
2892. And until a railway is constructed there, what would ho the use of bringing a line from Inverell 
to Glen Innes ? It will be of some advantage. If you give Inverell a railway at all, you will be in a 
belter position than you will be if you take it from Moree.
2S93. But what would be the use of constructing it to Glen Innes unless you could get your goods to the 
coast, where you say you have your natural market. At present there is no railway there; therefore you 
must blot it out of consideration ? If you are not going to construct tbe line to tbo coast at all, and if 
you wish that Inverell should for all time deal with Sydney, then, as a business man, I say “For goodness 
sake do not make a line to Glen Innes at a]l.'J
2894. In other words, it comes to this—that unless the Government are prepared to give you closer 
connection, it is absolutely impossible for a line of railway between Glon Innes and Inverell to be worked 
at a profit ? It is absolutely impossible to work it at a profit unless you have that connection.
2895. Unless you have a connection with the coast where will you find a large market? But still you 
would get a better profit on a lino from Inverell to Glen Innes than on a line from Inverell to Moree.
2S9G. Because you do not regard with favour a lino from Inverell to Morec it is no argument why an 
equally satisfactory line should be constructed from Inverell to Glen Innes. According to your own 
showing Grafton and tbe other coastal towns form the natural market for Inverell produce, and unless 
Parliament sanctions a line from Glen Innes to Grafton, what earthly use is there in bringing wheat from 
Inverell to Glen Innes, because you must admit there is no market for it? I will not admit there is no 
market.
2897. Then there is no satisfactory market? J say there is a better market at Glen. Innes than there can 
possibly be at Moree, but still 1 say that if they grow 1,009,000 bushels of wheat, there is not a market 
for it in Glen Innes any more than there would bo at Moree. ■
289S; Mr. Clarke.'] You arc clearly of opinion that the Moree to Inverell line would not suit the public 
req uirements ? I do not think it would.
2899. And that a line from Inverell to Glen Innes would suit the public best ? I think so.
2000, You have expressed the opinion that the surplus products of Inverell would find a better market 
in Glen Innes? Yes, because we have a larger population here than there is on the western side of 
Inverell.
2901. And do yon think tho population of the Moree district would only absorb a portion of tho products of 
the Invcrell district? Only a small portion.
2902. Independent of the question of connection with the coast, aro you of opinion that a market for the
surplus products will be found if a fine is constructed from Inverell to Glen Innes ? lam quite of that 
opinion. I think it can be found. 2903.
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2903. Where? A good portion of the market will start at Uralla to the Queensland border. TJralladocs 
not grow half enough for its own consumption, nor does Armidale. Hillgrove, a mining town, requires 
wheat. All the places as far as Glen Innes require it. Glen Innes only grows one-third of its con
sumption. Emmaville does not grow' any, nor do Dundee and Tcnterfield. If you still have a balance 
you can send it on to Newcastle or Sydney.
2901. I suppose it is not possible at present to find much of an outlet for either wheat, flour, or chaff, in 
Queensland? Not a great deal. I have sent flour to Toowoomba during the last month or two. I bavo 
sent potatoes both to Toowoomba, and to Warwick and have paid the duty.
2905. In the event of federation you would have a better market still? There is not the shadow of a doubt 
about that. It will be an open market then.
290G. You say that large quantities of potatoes are grown here, and are sent to Inverell? During some 
portions of the year Inverell grows potatoes as well as Glen Innes, but their potatoes would only keep about 
seven months out of the twelve. Dor the remainder of the twelve months they must get them from a colder 
climate than their own.
2907. I suppose the black-soil grows good potatoes, but they will not keep ? Yes; they got black,hollow, 
and soft.
2903. And there would be a good market for them m Inverell ? Yes, for four out of the twrelve months,
2909. You say you have sent flour to Queensland? Yes; but not of course to a great extent.
2910. Would there, in ordinary seasons, be any market in Queensland ? As long as Queensland requires 
breadstuffs we can compete at all times as far as Toowoomba. 1 think Brisbane is too far away in a good 
seasou.
2911. Do you think a line from Glen Innes to Inverell would benefit the producers of both districts more 
than the proposed line from Moree to Inverell ? I think it wmuld do the greatest good to the greatest 
number.
2912, Aro you aware that it is proposed to construct a line from Tamworth to Manilla ? Yes.
2913. Is that a good wheat-producing district ? Yes.
291d. Would a portion of the produce of that district go to Warialda or Moree? A portion from the 
head of the Manilla would find its way to Moree. There are already two flour-mills at Bingera which buy 
up the wheat, and I know of my own knowledge that the millers send their flour out to Moree.
2915. Can you form any opinion as to tho object of the Hallway Commissioners in proposing the con
struction of the Moree-fnverell line aud stopping there ? J can form a very good opinion. Tho simple 
reason is that, the Hail way Commissioners want to get away from the coast traffic as far as they can. By 
connecting Inverell with the Moree district they think it will drive the traffic in that direction, and that 
they will not have this keen competition which is going on at Gleu Innes As I have pointed out, 
however, there will he a keener competition when they get to Inverell than there would he if there were a 
line from Glen Innes to Inverell.
2910. Then you think that, some time or other, in the interests of the public and of a population of 
100,000 ou the coast, there should be railway communication with the coast? I think so.
2917, ̂ Notwithstanding the fact that connection with the coast would be carried out at heavy expense? 
Notwithstanding that. If there is one-tenth of the population of New South 'Wales concerned they 
should be considered.
2918. We have evidence that the proposed line from Moree to Inverell will cost about the same amount 
as a line from Invcrell to Glen Innes;—taking lliat fact into consideration, are you of opinion that a lino 
from Glen Innes to Inverell should be constructed in preference lo the one proposed ? I am.
29L9. "Would it give a better market to the whole of the people of the district ? I think so.
2920. Mr. Macfc.'] You have told the Committee that lately you have been sending breadstuffs to 
Narrabri, Guimedali, and Morec, by way of Werria Creek ? I have.
2921. If a railway were constructed between Inverell and Moree, would you not bo able to land yonr 
breadstuffs more cheaply in the places indicated? Not by sending them by Inverell—that would be a 
longer diaranee—certainly not as fiir as Moree is concerned ; but it will be a longer distance going lo 
Gunnedah by way of Inverell.
2922. Possibly the half way point would be about Narrabri ? Yes ; but Tamworth is the nearest wheat- 
producing district to Narrabri.
2923. You have stated that the Inverell farmer could not compete in Narrabri with the Tamworth 
farmer ? Not successfully, because there is a difference in distance of 37 miles.
2924. If a railway were constructed from Inverell to Moree, do you think it would draw much traffic 
from the Great Northern Bailway ? There is no doubt the existing line must lose a groat deal of traffic 
under such circumstances.
2925. Then, in addition to the £2,800 which the Bail way Commissioners estimate would be tbo yearly 
loss ou the Moree-Inverell line, there would have to be added the additional loss on the Great Northern 
line, owing to the traffic being diverted? Some consideration should be given to that.
2920. And if no consideration is given to that, tho estimate of loss is not a full one? And it is not a 
fair one either. ,
2927, What proportion of your goods do you now bring via Grafton ? Within the last year I brought
700 tons from Grafton lo Glen Innes. I consume about 1,800 tons of goods altogether. 1 may say 1 am 
a very large consumer of salt, which I buy in large quantities. It is carried at “B” rates from Newcastle 
to Glen Innes at £2 3s. 9d. per ton. f buy 100 tons at a time, and in tho majority of cases it comes by 
railway. '
2928. Do you agree with the evidence of Air. Thomas, who appeared to think that if the Glen Innes- 
Tnverell Railway were constructed, goods coming to Grafton, intended for Inverell, would be transhipped 
from the teams to the train ? There is no doubt about it. It would be a saving of 4s. per ton.
2029. Do you think the carriers would make a reduction in their terms rather than tranship ? The 
carriers aro already down to bed-rock prices, and they could not possibly reduce their carriage. If they 
did so they would be wiped out of existence.
2930. Questions have been asked you with regard to the competition with wheat from the adjoining 
colonies;—-do you not think there is a tendency to estimate the cost of wheat landed here from adjoining 
colonies solely upon the shipping weight, and to leave out of consideration the fact, that wheat grown in 
the other colonies is not grown on the wharfs, but must bo taken from tbe farm to the railway station, 
and possibly from the raihvay station to the ship’s side ? Possibly so. " 2931,
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2931. If those matters are taken into consideration, do you tliiiik the Inverell district will he placed at 
such a disadvantage in competition with intercolonial wheat in the seaports of the Colony ? I do not 
think they vnll he placed at a very great disadvantage if all the chances are taken into consideration,..'',^—^ 
tietoro the wheat isjput on the ship there must be a certain amount of handling and that handling will14 Uct-’189G' 
not take place in this instance. It will he put hy the farmers upon the raihvay trucks and it will be 
delivered wherover it has to be delivered at or from the nearest railway station.
291? v1? SOil in -A-ustrali:i superior to that of tho Inverell district'? I should imagine there is
not the slightest comparison between the productiveness of the two places. The average yield in South 
Australia is not half what it is in tho inverell district.
2933. Is the cost of labour in South Australia smaller or greater? That is a question I could not answer, 
because J do not know the rate of wages, hut if the rate of wages there is equal to that of Inverell the 
cost should be equal,

IJ ^,e more productive in Invcrell, and if the cod. of wages is no greater or very little greater, 
and li the eiponses incurred in bringing the wheat to the South Australian ports are somewhat similar to 

lose incurred mhringinglnverell wheat to a New South Wales port, then a good deal of this fear about the 
South Australian bread-stuffs must he illusory? There is no doubt about that, unless they have an 
enormous surplus in South A ustralia, aud sell it at a very much lower rate in our Colouy than they would in 
their own. ■ J
2935. It is only when the diminished returns begin to operate that wc arc in fear of South Australian 
competition ? Certainly.
293t). And that would be true of any other port iu the world? Just so. London regulates the prices, 
ooov e/T7 W-eT° ;iV1t l;'r^ce *n kondon they would probably send there before sending to our Colony.
29d7. t/iairman.J I presume the average charge from Sydney to Inverell, by rail to Glen Innes, and thence 
by dray to Inverell would be £'i 19s. Id. per ton ? That would not be a fair average, inasmuch as there 
is a great proportion of the lower grades of goods carried.
293S, Is not the charge of £3 13s. per ton from Sydney to Grafton and thence to Inverell a low one ? It is 
ooon* mi Sirate' delivered at that price now, and the charge includes tho steamer’s freight.
2939 1 he charge from Grafton to Glen Innes is £2 ISs. per ton, and if there were a railway to Inverell, 
an additional charge of 10s. would bring it to £3 8s. K Ine proposed raihvay from Morec fo Inverell bo 
constructed, are you aware what the Department’s estimate of tho cost of carriage by tbe truck rate would 
on in ’tj-Yi e^t0 3 nve^c]1J 1 should t bink nothing under £7 per 1 on to Inverell, a distance of 513 miles.
2JiU. It the rate were £8 /s. per ton do you think the storekeepers there could possibly use the railway ?
Certainly not. 1 J J
2941. In face of tho fact that they could land their stuff there from Grafton at £3 13s. per ton, or by 
tram to Glen Innes, and thence by dray at £6 6s. per ton? They would not use it because the com
petition -would bo so keen from tbe eastern aide,
2942 Would not this be the position; if the storekeepers were patriotic enough to pay an extremely high 
Undoubtedly1”0 nr°U^ ^°U n0t 330 ilt ^le11 lDnes> to compete with them, and undersell them ?

2943. Then they are not likely to allow that ? I do not think so.
2944. What would happen there would be what has happened in every other place. An enterprising man 
would commence to get his goods by Ihe cheapest way and everyone else would follow suit? Precisely.

' ii. i- r!r V, er<- an endeavour 0)1 the part of the liailway Commissioners to compel the storekeepers to 
m(Vy g7ing tl,iem a dife™ntial rMe, there would; I presume, be a loss to the revenue? Tea.

. 40. 1 herciore, from -whatever point you look at tho matter, ihe line promises to show a loss so far as 
the inward goods are concerned ? Yes.
2®*'vi0n be impossible for the railway lo carry the inward goods to Inverell
ooio V e wns thla c“eai,er and competing route from the east ? It would bo impossible.
2948. ion arc a ware that the Kail way Commissioners admit that, notwithstanding tbe differential rate, 
they cannot capture the whole of tho traffic of the northern lino ? Yes. ’
2^w,Y°U tl!?re If a 3°8S of bc'tween £t>,000 and £7,000 a year in the shape of freight in connection 
with the northern Imo? Yes °
2950. If the Kailway Commissioners have been unable, under a differential rate, to capture that traffic at 
a point 4.2^ miles, how aro they going to capture at a point 511 miles ? They could not possibly do it.
They would be m a worse position than they are at present. J
29ol. Tour contention is first, that the construction of a lino west would bo a mistake because there 
would not bo sufficient population to absorb tbe produce of Invcrell ? Yes.
2952. Tour next contention is that the line should come east to the Great Northern line, where the traffic
trom Inverell would be able to take advantage of whatever markets could be obtained north or south along 
the railway line ? That is so. b
2953. And you believe the proper thing to do is to go to the coast ? Yes.
29oA Leaving the coast line out of consideration altogether, do you still hold that, even if that line is 
never made at all, a connection should be made from Inverell with the Groat Northern line ? I 
emphatically think so.
29o5. Are you aware that it is proposed, ns a matter of railway policy, that the line should start from
Imerell to take the traffic west by way of Moree, to Sydney, in lieu of any future connection with the
coast f 1 consider it is a ridiculous proposal.
2956. Do yon see the possibility of any large population in tho future establishing itself anywhere along
that route who would offer a better and more immediate market for the produce of tbe table-lands of New 
Tmgland than the existing market on the Great Northern lino ? I do not think there is tho slightest 
chance ot any large population m those western districts. b
2957. Onco a railway is brought to the Great Northern line, and a connection is made to the coast, they 
wou d be points equally as suitable tor the transmission of goods to the coast, and whichever was adopted 
would suit the purposes of your argument r Yes, if the line is connected here it can be continued to the 
const north or south,
2958. Supposing no line were constructed from the table-land to the coast,and that a line wore made from the 
seaboard along the coast starting, say, from Grafton, and going along the coast to Morpeth would that 
m any way relieve tbe table-land traffic or Inverell traffic ? I do not thin); it could possibly assist them.

2959.
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2959. Then, in your opinion, nothing will over remove the difficulty with reference to the traffic, nor give 
J.F. Utz. an outlet such as is suitable to the producers in this part of the Colony except a coastal connection ?

l4"oct'~lS‘)6 0P‘U‘01L .
‘2960. But your evidence at the present time is not based entirely upon the future ? !Nb. _ _
2961. Whether that becomes a fact or not, 3rou are still of opinion that the northern line is the line to
which to bring the western traffic, and that it should not be taken west ?. That is so.^ _
2962. itfr. O'Oonnor.^\ What is the quality of the flour produced in this district? It is equal to anything 
in New South Wales.
2963. Mr. Boberts has asked you as to what would be done with the balance of the wheat after you had 
supplied your natural markets:—are you aware that tho distance irom Berrigan to Sydney is only 
440 miles, and that Glen Innes is only 420 miles away ? Yes.
2964. I understand that in the Berrigan district they arc producing tens of thousands of bushels of wheat; 
there are hundreds of thousands of acres of land to bo thrown open immediately, and they will be put 
under cultivation; the production there is not nearly as great as yours; and wc have it in evidence from 
one man in the district that he is able to meet the flour of Adelaide or America and beat it—cau you not 
do the same here ? If ho can do it wc can.

Mr. Itobcrt Burlleld Barton, manager, Haymarket Building Company, Sydney, sworn, and examined:
Mr. 2965. Mr. Blac/c.] In the event of a raihvay being run through the property of the company you repre- 

Jt. B. Barton. sent, would that company be disposed to give the land required, free of cost to tbe Government? 1 am 
authorised by the Board to state that the company will convey to the Government, free oncost, ihe 

14 Oct., 1896. jan)j they own, which may be required for railway construction. J understand it is about 24 acres in extent.
2966. Do you anticipate any accession of settlement should a railway bo constructed to Invcrell? I have 
no doubt there will be, because the laud is very suitable for farmin". We have already been the means 
of bringing farmers there, aud we should do all in our power to assist them.

Mr. Hugh McDonald, pastoralist, Glen Innes, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. 2967. Mr. O'Connor.] What area of land do you occupy ? About 2,000 acres.

H.McDonald. 2968. Where is your laud situated ? Between Glen Innes and Glencoe. _
2969. Have you any information which you wish to supply to the Committee ? I may slate that I. have 

14 Oct., jjaq experjencc from a pastoral point of view, of the Inverell district, but I can add nothing to the
evidence of Mr. Utz. . . ..
2970. I suppose if a railway were constructed to Invcrell from Glen limes, it would bo the means ol 
attracting settlement ? I think so. At the same time we have raihvay communication already, with 
Sydney, although it is not very profitable. Wc can produce too largely for local consumption. Our markets 
arc east, and with the world. I know the Inverell district intimately. It is unlimited in its resources, 
from an agricultural point of view, blit as far as connection westward is concerned, J am certain tho area 
already under cultivation, is ample for requirements in that direction. The only outlook is to the coast.
2971. Then on national grounds you think a railway should be constructed from Inverell to Glon limes ,
Certainly. , . j.
2972. Mr. Black.] You have heard the evidence of Mr. Utz with regard to the conveyance of stores, tor 
fattening, from Glen Innes to Inverelliuthe event of the railway being constructed in that direction ; 
would you, as1 a pastoralist, if you desired to scud sheep for fattening purposes to .Inverell, and the 
opportunity were offered, prefer to truck them rather than travel them ? Under certain circumstances J. 
would, but-’! do not apprehend there would be any large traffic iu that direction.
2973. Is it nob more usual to truck fnt sheep, and travel lean ones P \ cs : it is more profitable to do that.
2974. Chninnan.] If, in the future, aline were constructed from Moree to Glen Innes, would it not operale 
considerably against tho earnings of the line from Moree to Narrabri ? If would.
2975. Then there can be no wise policy in constructing a line from the northern railway system to the 
existing system at Morec? No; it would bo a competing line, and would rob the other.
2976. If a connection were made then, it should be made cqui-disfcant, and Invcrell happening to be the
producing centre, would be a safe place from which to make a start ; but the line should go east instead 
of west ? That is so. ________________ _________

. Mr. James Osborne, grazier, Gleu Innes, sworn, aud examined:—
Mr. 2977. Mr. Clarke.] Have you considered the proposal to construct a line of railway from Moree to 

J. Osborne. jnTerep 9 Yeg_ 0 ir
2978. Do you think it would be beneficial, from a national point of view, to construct such a line ? Ao ; 

14 uct., mao. l th;nk a jinc from lllYOrcii to Glen Innes would be better for tbe country. I think it would eventually
be a good paying line. _
2979. Would the produce of Inverell come to Gleu Innes ? I think so.
29S0. Is the neighbourhood of Moree chiefly of a pastoral character? Yes.
2981. Can you say whether it is fit for agricultural purposes ? Only from hearsay.
2982. Are you aware that the laud in the neighbourhood is fit for agriculture ? J. know the whole ot it
between Inverell and Glen Innes is fit for agriculture. .
2983. What do you grow yourself ? I go in for dairying. I do not grow produce for exportation. I
cultivate about 60 acres of my own every year. i _ , , . .
2984. Do you think dairying will be a profitable pursuit in this district ? It is a good dairying district. _
2985. Is it equal to the south coast ? I would rather be there ; but as a summer dairying district it is 
as good as any place I have ever been in ; but that is counterbalanced by tho severity of the winter.
2986. I suppose the difficulty you experience is the long distance you have to travel? The freights to 
Svdney are rather heavy, but I have a good local market. Sometimes I send to Queensland, Narrabri, 
Moree, and Inverell.
2987. Can you compete with the north coast? By watching the Sydney market I can make money. 
should like to state that £50 per mile is spent upon the main road from Glen Innes to Inverell, and in 
the event of the line between these two places being constructed, I do not think it would be necessary to 
spend more than £25 per mile upon it.
2988. There would, of course, still be the necessity for by-roads ? Yes.

Mr.
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Mr. John "Wetherspoon, farmer, Glencoe, sworn, and examined:—
2989. Chairman.How long have yon hcen living in this district? Eorty-three years.
2990. AVhat do you think of tho proposed line? It would be an injury to the country. The only line of 
any uso to us would be a connection between Inverell and G-len Innes. It has already been passed by a 
previous Committee.
2991. Since then a line has been constructed to Moree. and in view of that fact have you had occasion to 
change your opinion ? Xo, 1 still thinlc the Inverell trade and the western trade should be drawn in to 
touch the Great Northern line. Jt would then have a number of markets. Invcrell produce going via 
Moree would be trained into the centre of the country. The distance is 412 miles to Newcastle, and by 
way of Glen Innes it would be only 376 miles, I am certain no passengers to Sydney would ever take 
the train from Inverell to Moree in preference to coming to Glen Innes. They can reach the Great 
Northern line within six hours from Invcrell and be in Sydney the same evening; whereas if they went, 
hy the Moree line, considering the difference of rate of speed, it would take them a groat deal longer to 
reach Sydney. I cannot see how goods can pay going via Moree to reach the eastward. The only line 
which would be suitable for Invcrell is one connected with Glen limes. It will have Sydney on the south, 
and Brisbane on the north, with the chance of eastern traffic as well. There is no district more productive 
than Inverell, and no district has been more neglected by the railways. It is no good diverting traffic to 
the western districts where there will he no population. With regard to the loss on the northern line I 
may mention that Glencoe is on tho northern line, and I have figures to show you that eventually there 
will be no loss on tho line to Glen limes. Por the first six months of 1895, we despatched 567 tons from 
Glencoe. During tho period—January to August—the amount had increased to 946 tons. If it does that 
in one instance it will do it in another. If the Inverell people have a connection with the main trunk line 
I am satisfied more land will he cultivated.
2992. Would Moree be of any value to the Glen Innes district for a market? None whatever, with the 
exception of a few potatoes. Again, tho main trunk line having been put down, it would be wise for the 
country to construct branches which would be feeders to it and not to establish a competing line.

Mr. J. 
Wether- 

Bpoon.

13 Oct., 1896.

Mr. William Hodges, grazier, Glen Innes, sworn, and examined:—
2993. Chairman.\ How long have yon resided in Glen Innes? Thirteen years.
2994. Mr. JZoherts.l What is yonr occupation ? I. occasionally slaughter cattle, and send them hy the 
refrigerator truck to Sydney.
2995. In which direction is your establishment from Glon Innes? It is 2j miles on the Tenterfield side 
of Glen Junes.
2990. Have you any area of laud under occupation ? Tes; 70 or 80 acres. Altogether I hold 560 acres 
of conditional purchase, and 260 freehold, besides conditional leases—in all 2,000 acres.
2997. Do you grow wheat ? Tes.
2998. Have you any difficulty in obtaining a market? There has been no difficulty since I have grown 
it, in finding a market in Glen innes for it.
2999. At paying rates ? The last season has been a paying one.
3000. How many- sheep do you run ? At tho present time 1 have only about 100 ; hut 1 have 300 or 400
head of cattle. '
3001. I suppose you find grazing and tho boiling down business pay better than cultivating the land for
wheat production ? Ido. "
3002. If a railway were constructed From Glen Innes to Inverell,do you anticipate any advantage to your
property, or can you sec any advantage to the country generally ^ I see ;m advantage to my business. 
No doubt cattle and sheep would be sent here for boding down purposes, as well as slaughtering, for the 
Sydney market, in the cool months of ihe winter. It would also be of advantage to the rail wav traffic. 
If i had 1,000 sheep in Inverel! I could get them brought down for 12s. Gd. a truck. I should prefer 
that to driving thorn on tho road. ,
3003. Do you know anything of the country between .Moree and Inverell F Not further than Warialda.
3004. If a railway were constructed from Inverell to Moree touching at Warialda, could you give an 
opinion as to the trucking of stock at Warialda? If the railway came there I should prefer to' drive 
them to Invcrell and truck them to Ibis direction. The heat, going around by way of Moree and Narrabri 
is so excessive, that it has an injurious effect on stock travelling that long distance.
3005. Do you think the extreme heat would make an_ impression upon the passenger traffic to the 
metropolis ? I think so. I know if I lived in Inverell I wonld prefer to go by way of Glen Innes, even 
if I had to coach it. Should the railway be constructed from Glen Innes to Inveroll there would be 
refrigerating works erected at Inverell, For six months of the year there would be two refrigerator 
trucks running each week, which would give £1,200 per year to the railway. It would be more desirable 
to send meat in the refrigerator trucks this way than the other way. I doubt whether the ice in tho 
trucks would last the other way.
3006. If you had a refrigerator truck, would it not be equally as beneficial on the Moree line as on the 
Glen Innes line ? The ice would not last so long that way. Ton would require to put fresh ice in on 
the road.
3007. Aro you able to make that statement from practical experience ? During last winter I had the ice 
put in at Sydney. It was during the cold weather. It just lasted the journey there and back. It was 
freezing all the time in New England, and had it been hot weather I know I could not have done it.
3008. Prom the statement you have made I understand you do not view with any favour the construction 
of a line from Inverell to Morec? From a national point of view I do not, I cannot say it would make 
any material difference to me personally,
3009. Tou think the money of the State would be expended to better advantageby connecting Glen Innes 
with Inverel l ? I do.

Mr.
\V. Hodge*.

13 Oct., 1896.

366 00—N Mr.
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Mr. Predrick Lewis, saw-mill proprietor. Big Hill, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. F. Lewis. 3010. Chairman.] Where is Big Hill? Twenty-five miles east of Glen Innes.

What is your opinion with regard to flic proposal under the consideration of the Committee? I 
13 Oct., 1896. may state that when I was at Invcrell twenty-six years ago there was plenty of timber, and it is now 

nearly cleaned out. We have to supply them with timber. I have sent some down, and I have many 
applications in all directions. His quite certain we shall supply Inverell with timber. We consume 
300,000 feet, and in Inverell they will consume more.
3012. How many men do you employ? Six at present. I can increase the number of men and the 
quantity 1 turn out threefold if I wish.
3013. Ho you think the timber trade would become an important industry ? Yes.
3014. Have you a large supply of timber? Yea, sufficient for the next 100 years.
3015. What can you afford to pay for the carriage of timber to Inverell ? At present it costs about 
£3 10s. for 1,000 superficial feet. If the railway were constructed the charge would bo less.
3016. How far do you live from town ? Twenty-four miles ; and we supply timber at Inverell for 7?. 
per 100 feet. If a line were constructed it would be 2s. less per 100 feet.
3017. If a line were constructed you would lake advantage of it ? Yes ; 1 should send my orders by the 
railway. According to the orders coming in now we might expect to supply in Inverell something like 
300,000 feet in a year, or 1,000 tons.

Mr, Itichard Allcoek, coach proprietor, Glen Innes, sworn, and examined:—
3018. Mr. Slack.] Would you like to make any statement to the Committee ? I cau tell you what the 
passenger traffic has been from Warialda to Inverell from the 1st of June to the end of last July, during

n which time I have had the contract. The receipts from passengers travelling from Warialda to Inverell
c ■’ ' were as follow ;—January, £2819s. 6d.; February, £27 6s. 6d. ; March, £9 Is. 6d.; April, £13 9s.; May,

£4 12s.: June, £14 5s. ; July, £13 9s. The receipts from passengers travelling from Inverell to Warialda 
stand as follows:—January, £5 5s. 6d.; February, £5 10s. 6d.; March, £3 14s.; April, £8 6s. 6d.; May, 
£5 0s. 6d.; June, £3 2s. Gd.; July, £3 17s. That is a total, between Warialda aud Inverell, of £111 2s. 
Gd., and of £34 IGs. Gd. between Inverell and Warialda.
3019. Have you the figures from Glen Innes to Inverell ? Where there is one passenger on that line 
there will be about fifteen or twenty here.
3020. The total sum between Warialda and Inverell, inward and outward, is £145 19s. 6d„ or £20 16s. 
per month ? Yes. H has not averaged that during the last six months. There have only been two good 
months between Glen Innes and Inverell since I have had the contract, aud they were January and 
February.
3021. Chairman!] Can you give us the number of passengers travelling between Glen Innes and Inverell, 
and between Inverell and Glen Innes : also between Inverell aud Warialda, aud Warialda and Inverell? 
Yes, as follows:—

Mr.
It, Alcock.

1895.

July

August

September

October

November

December
.1896.

List of Passcitijers, 
Glen lunes and Inverell ... ...
Inverell aud Glen Innes ... ...
Glen Junes and Inveroll...............
Inverell and Glen Inues...............
Gleu Innes and Inverell ... ...
Inverell and Glen Inues...............
Glen Innes and Inverell...............
Inverell and Glen Innes ... ...
Glen Innes and Inverell ... ...
Inverell and Glen Innes ... ...
Glen limes and Inverell...............
Inverell and Glen Innes...............

January . 

February . 

March . 

April . 

May . 

June

1S9C. Bicy 
January ,

February .

March . 
April . 
May .

June ,

July .

y Glen Innes and Inverell 
" l Inverell and G len Innes 

f Glen Innes and Inverell 
" ^Inverell and Glen Innes 

( Glen Innes and Inverell 
” (Inverell and Glon Innes 

( Glen Innes and Inverell 
“ | Inverell and Glen Innes 

f Glen Innes and Inverell 
■' i Inverell and Glen Innes 

f Glen Innes and Inverell 
| Inverell and Glen Innes 

cle traffic, 50 per montli; hug 
(Warialda and Inverell 

" | Inverell and Warialda 
f Warialda and Inverell 

" (Inverell and Warialda 
C Warialda and Inverell 

” (Inverell and Warialda 
.. Warialda and Inverell 

f Warialda and Inverell 
" (Inverell and Warialda 

f Warialda and Inverell 
(Inverell and Warialda 
(Warialda and Inverell 

” ( Inverell and Warialda

pes and other traffic, 220 per month.

87 
691 
79 
67 
81 
59 
91 
734 
84
64 

107 
113

109
98
65 
79
m
93
79
67 
73 
61 
77
68

36
17
26
15
11
9
6
9
8
5
6 
7 
9

3022.
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•
■1022. Mr. Black,'] Trom your figures, the trade with Warialda is largely made up of people going through 
from Glen Innes to Warialda ? Yes ; we tahe as many from here right through as wc do from Inverell 
to Warialda. They go round this way to get to Warialda in preference to going to Tamworth.
3023. Does your experience lead you to imagine that if a raihvay were constructed from Moree to Inyerell, 
the passenger traffic from Inverell would go that way? No; I believe three-fourths would come this 
way—that is, judging from the conversations I hare had with Inverell people.
3024. That is to say, that all those people who are going to Werris Creek would continue to go by the 
Great Northern line, and only those would take the Inverell-Moree railway who had business between 
Inverell and Narrabri? No doubt they would go that way; but then there is the Queensland traffic, also 
that of Tenterfield, and the people up the rivers. They would not run past Werris Creek and Narrabri 
to get to Inverell. They would rim across here in about six hours, and they would not go that way in less 
than twelve or fourteen hours. No traffic would go that way from here.
3025. You do not think the line would be successful as a means of carrying passengers between Inverell
and the metropolis via Moree ? I certainly do not. ■
3020. It would not only be much further, but the rate of speed would be slower, and the discomfort 
of passing through the hot belt greater ? Yes ; and you could come round from Sydney to Gien Innes, 
and get to Inverell quicker. * "
3027. Is not the road between Glen Innes and Inverell very good ? Yes.
3028. And any passenger traffic offering between Inverell and New England to go down, possibly as far 
as the Moonbi, on the one side, and any passenger traffic to go to or coming from Queensland, or to go 
to or coming from the coast, on the other side must of necessity be compelled to go by the coach along the 
Glen Innes route, even if the proposed line is constructed? Yes,
3029. As a matter of fact, if it came to a question of competition, would you not be able to do the distance 
between Glen Innes and Inverell in less time than you are doing it now? I think I would. Of course, 
I would have to do it then, I would have to compete then with the railway.
3030. And how would your rates compare ? 1 should run with the present rate.
3031. I presume if it were necessary the mails could be delivered between the two points in a shorter time 
than they are delivered now ? Yes; I could deliver them as quickly as you like by being paid.
3032. Aro you ever stuck up on the road in wet weather ? No. " ^
3033. As a matter of fact, it is a bicycle road ? It is, unfortunately.

Mr. James Healey, auctioneer and produce merchant, Glen Innes, sworn, and examined:—
3034. Mr. Clarke.] How long have you resided in the district ? Fifteen years.
3035. Are you acquainted with the country between Moree and Inverell ? No ; but I am acquainted 
with a portion of tho country about Warialda and between Glen Innes and Inerell.
3030. Have you anything to say with reference to the proposed line from Moree and Inverell ? If such 
a Hue were constructed it would be a national mistake. If a line were constructed from Inverell—and no 
doubt iu tbe future it will be—I think it should go to the north of Moree altogether, and then it would 
not be a competing line with the present line.
3037. Hut if the line went north it must connect with the line from Narrabri to Moree in some way or 
other? Not necessarily ; you could keep it more north to the Queensland border, to G-oondiwindi.
3038. Such a line as that would not benefit the people between Moree and Warialda and Inverell ? It 
would not benefit them, but it would benefit the residents to the north of Warialda.
3039. Aro you aware that the country about Moree and dowTi to Warialda is of a pastoral character ?
I have heard so. ■
3040. Do you approve of the construction of a line between Glen Innes aud Inverell in preference to the 
other ? Yes. I think lines should be built with an eye to the future, and tho east coast must be tapped 
from the table-lands of New England. Apart from that, a line from Inverell to Glen Innes would open 
up a magnificent country, I think some consideration should be given to the large population residing 
between here and the coast.
3041. Do you think there would be an interchange of produce? Yes; if a line were constructed to 
the coast even at the present time, thousands of tons of potatoes and oats could go down into the coastal 
climate. They cannot grow them themselves.
3042. What would you get iu return ? .Sugar and other tropical products.
3043. In the event of a lino not being carried to the coast, are you of opinion that a line should be 
carried from Inverell to Glen Innes? Yes; I am perfectly satisfied it would be almost a paying line 
from the jump. I believe it would be one of the best paying lines the country would have.
3044. Would it give the people east and west of Inverell an opportunity of getting to a good market ?
Yes. They would have the privilege of the southern and northern markets. With federation, no doubt 
they would have dealings with Queensland. '

99

Mr.
R. Allcoek.

Mr.
J. HchIcv.

Mr. John Rule, storekeeper, Glen Innes, sworn, and examined:—
3045. Chairman.] How long have you been in Glen Innes ? Since 1883, I wish to state that within the Mr. J. Rule 
last two months I have gone through 7l> tons of flour from the Inverell district. It has been sent to me
because there was no market west. Jt has gone to Emmaville, Hillgrove, and Armidale. 13 Oct., 18&C
3046. Which mill did you get it from ? Oliver’s.
8047. Is that a trade which has been going on for some years? I have done considerable business with 
Inverell millers in flour this year. It has been larger than usual.
3048. Then the Inverell millers have been able to pay land carriage across here to compete with the 
locally-made flour? Yes.
3049. And it left a margin to admit of its being exported as far as Armidale and Hillgrove ? Yee, and 
even to Tenterfield.
3050. May wo infer that if you had cheap carriage such as you would get from a railway, vou would he 
able to get it in larger quantities and send them greater distances ? I should certainly think so. Of course, 
the freight would be less than the freight by teams.
3051. Is the quality of the flour such as you can readily find a market for ? It is. .

3052,
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*
Mr. J. Rule. 3052. We should also have to presume that there was a congested market at Inverell, and the flour was 

sent this way ? I should think so.
13 ct., 1896. 3053. Inasmuch as Inverell is midway between Moree aud G-len Innes, if a better market existed there, it 

1 would have gone there in preference ? Possibly.
3054. I suppose you know there has never been much business connection between Glen Innes and Moree? 
Gfliere has not.
3055. That trade is touched from another point altogether ? Tes.
3056. And now the line has been constructed to Moree, it is not very likely that you can expect to have
any trade between Moree and Glen Innes ? I do not think so. ”
3057. Whatever is the development it must be between Inverell and Glen limes ? Tes.

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 

Railway from Moree to Inverell.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE,

APPENDIX.

A
[To Evidence of Mr. W. H. O’M. Wood,~\

Cnov.v Lands in Moree Land District.
1 flugmn [rom W . Jf. O'M, Wood, D.S., Morec, to C. Jjynr, Ksf|., Secretary, Parliamentary StAtuling Committee, Sydney. 
Area of Crown lands, exclusive of camping and travelUiie-stoek reserves, in Moree Lund District is 1,710,674 acres.

[One plan. |

Sydnej : ft illiam Applegate (lullic!:, Oovemment Printer.—1S117.
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1607.

Legislative Assembly. 

NEW SOUTH WALES.

GORDON RAILWAY STATION.
(RETURN RESPECTING.)

Printed under Wo. 2 Report from Printing Committee, 6 May, 1897.

RETURN to an Order made by the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New 
South Wales, dated 20th October, 1896, That there he laid upon the Table of 
this House a Return showing,—

“ 1. The names of Owners from whom land was acquired for railway 
“ construction, 10 chains on each side of the Gordon Railway Station.
“ 2. The areas required in each case.
“ 3. Whether acquired hy gift or resumption.
“ 4. What amounts were paid (if any) in each case.
“ 5. To whom was the money paid P 
“ 6. Were the titles freehold or Torrens’.”

{Mr. Ilowarth.)

RETURN showing the names of Owners. &e., from whom land was acquired for Railway Construction at 
Gordon Station, from 4 miles chains to 5 miles 8| chains.

Name. Area
Resumed. How Acquired. Amount Paid. To •whom Paid. Title.

McIntosh, W. H. .
a. r. p.
4 0 By resumption...

£ s. d. 
1,628 14 5 Mr. C. B. Pitt’s clerk, 11 April, 1888 ...... Old system.

Grazely, MarvA.... 1 0 144 do 453 4 0 To self, 25 June, 1888.................................. do
'Waterhouse, G. ... 0 0 20 do 75 13 6 Mercantile Bank, North Sydney, 19 July. do

Neville, Robert...... 0 0 34 J do 105 12 0
1888.

Mercantile Bank, Parramatta, 6 June, 1888 do
McIntosh, Robert... 1 3 22 do 1,121 5 0 Commercial Banking Co., 6 April, 1888 ... do
McIntosh, Robert.. 1 0 25 do Nil. do

63—

[605 copies—Approximate Cost of Printing (labour and material), £1 4s. 2d.]
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1897.

Legislative Assembly. 

NEW SOUTH WALES.

NORTH COAST RAILWAY.
(RETURN RESPECTING.)

Printed under No. 1G Report from Printing Committee, 19 August, 1897.

RETURN to an Order of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales, dated 15th July, 1897, That there be laid upon the Table of this 
House,—

“ All papers and official reports in connection with the proposed North
“ Coast Railwav.”*•

(Mr. F. Clarke.)

so.
*1.*o

*3.

*4.

*S.
*9.

*10.

*11.

*12.

®13.

*14.

*15.

*10.

*17.

*1S.

*10.

'20.
*21.

*22.

•23.
*24.

*25,

*20.
-27.

SCHEDULE.

• Omitted by the Printing Committee.

Extracts from snndry newspapers—Advocating construction of North Coast Railway. 1SS2............. . . ..........
J. H. Young, M.P., to Minister for Public Works—Respecting an interview for a deputation re Ime from

Maitland or Morpeth northwards (date for interview fixed). 6 September, 1S82............................ .........
Extracts from Parliamentary Votes and Proceedings—Three extracts re Sine ; also report re deputation which

waited on Minister for Works, September, 1S82. 24 January, 1883 ; 1 May (2) .............................................
Paper—Copy of Petition piesented to Parliament. 1 May, 1883 ............................................................................
Extract from Votes and Proceedings, Legislative Assembly-Question and reply, re line. 31 May, 18S3.... ..... 
Extract from Sydney Morning J/mjM—Report re deputation to Minister for Public Works re line, North 

Grafton to Tentcrfield, with branch to Richmond River (attached copy of letter signed “ C. H. E. Chauvcl. )
25 August, 1883 ................................................................. ^..........................................................................................

Extract from Telegraph—Yogurt re above deputation. 25 August, 1883.................................... inA'Ye"" YYo
Extract from Votes and Proceedings, Legislative Assembly—Question and reply re surveys. 12 October, 1SS.J 
Extract from Votes and Proceedings, Legislative Assembly—Question and reply, rc numbers of surveyors

emploved, &c. 18 October, ] 883 ............................................................................. -................ ,.............................
Extract-from Votes and Proceedings, Legislative Assembly—Question and reply, re numbers of surveyors

employed, tec. 27 November, 1SS3 ......................................................................................................... ....... .
Extract from Votes and Proceedings, Legislative Assembly—Question and reply, re surveyors employed ami

rante to be adopted. -24 .January, 1884 ............................................... ......................  ............. ......................... •
ExtracL from Votes and Proceedings, Legislative Assembly—Question and reply, re trial surveys anil

sunoyors employed thereon. 18 March, ISS4 ............................................................. ................... ...................
Extract fiom Votes and Proceedings, Legislative Assembly—Question and reply, re trial surveys and surveyors

employed thereon. 24 June, 1884.................................................... ................................ .....
Extract trom Votes and Proceedings, Legislative Assembly—Question and reply, re completion ot trial survey,

West Maitland to Grafton. 31 July, 1884 .......................................................................... . .................
Extract from Votes and Proceedings. Legislative Assembly—Question and reply, rc completion of trial survey,

West Maitland to Grafton. 28 August, 1SS4...........................................................................................................
H. Palmer to Engineer-in-Clnef for Railway Goustructiou—Application for additional surveyor. 29 August,

Extract from Votes and Proceedings, Legislative Assembly—Question and reply, re date of completion of trial
survey. 8 October, 1SS4............................................ ■ .......... ........ ;..................  ...... . •■■■■........d'.'AYV""

Departmental report re deputation—Report of proceedings at interview granted to deputation, ol October,
1SS4 ............................................................................................................................................ ■■■.•• ■:................I'"

Extract from Votes and Proceedings, Legislative Assembly—Question and reply, re completion of surveys, fcc.
20 March, 1885 ............................................................................................................... ........... .....

Wm. Johnston, J.P., Chairman of Public Meeting held at Clarence'J’own. to Minister for M orbs—petition 
asking that the proposed line lie not constructed uta Seaborn, but above Clarence Town. 1 April, 1SS5,. .. 

H. Rieck, Goff’s Harbour, to Colonial Secretary—Letter advocating construction of line of railway. 2 April,

E. \V. Rudder, Chairman of Public Meeting heid at Kempsey, to Minister for Public Works (copy)—Letter
respecting the construction of the line. 9 April, 1885............. ........................................................ . ■ ......

0. Lloyd to Enghicer-in-Chief for Railways—Picport on line, Manning to Camden Haven. 29 April, 18So . 
Wilton Stack to Eugineer-in-Chief for Railways—Letter advocating route across river above Clarence Town.

27 June, 1385 ............. ...................................................................................................................
Extract from J/eraW—Report of proceedings at an interview between a deputation and the Minister tor

Works re line. 1 August, 1SS5 .......................................................................................................... •••■•.......... .
Extract from Votes and Proceedings, Legislative Assembly—Question and reply, re trial survey. 10 September,

Extraetfram Votes'and Proceedings,' Legislative Assembly—Question and reply, re trial surveys. 15 September, 
1885 ..................................................................................................................................................................................

263—A
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*28. E. F. Rudder to Eon. John See, Postmaster-General—Letter in regard to route via Orara River. 1 Nov
ember, 1885.............................................................................................................................................................................

*29. Extract from Votes and Proceedings, Legislative Assembly—Question and reply, re completion of trial surveys.
19 November, 1885................................................................................................................................................... ............

*30, T, T. Ewing, M.P., to Minister for Public Works—Letter, re permanent survey of line, Grafton to the Tweed
(informed of action being taken, 10/12/S5) .3 December, 18S5....................................................................................

*31, John See, M.P., to Secretary, Public Works—Letter, asking for information re survey for line Grafton to
Tweed (infonned of action being taken, 23/1/86), 9 January, 1886............................................................................

*32. Extract from Votes and Proceedings, Legislative Assembly—Question and reply, re surveys and estimates in
connection with line. 23 February, 1886...........................................................................................................................

*33. Extract from Votes and Proceedings, Legislative Assembly—Question and reply, re surveys and estimates in
connection with line. 7 April, 1S8G......................................... ........................................................................................

*34. Extract from Sydney Morning Herald—Report of proceedings at meeting of Manning River Railway League.
12 April, 1886......................................................................................................................................................... ...............

*35. Minister for Public Works—Minute, asking for information as to surreys, &c., in connection with line. 16
April, 1886 .............................................................................................................................................................................

*36. Herbert Palmer to Engineer-in-Chief for Prailways—Memorandum giving list of trial surveys made. 4 May,
1886 ..... ................................. . .... .......... ....... ...... . ....................................................................................

*37. J. H. Young and C. J. Roberts, M’s. P., to Minister for Works—Letter, asking when a deputation may wait
upon Minister (date fixed 11th June ; Members informed, 7/6/86). 4 June, 1886............................................ ...

*38. J. H. Young, M.P., to Minister for Works—Letter, re date fixed for interview (time extended to 17th June,
1886 ; Mr, Young informed, 10/6/86). 8 June, 1886.......................................................................................................

39. Departmental report—R? proceedings at interview granted a deputation. 17 June, 1886 .................................. 4
*40. Extract from Sydney Hominy /ferafti—Report of interview referred to above. 18 June, 1886 .................................
41. Prdcie of ease—Precis, prepared in Railway Commissioners’ Office, 31 July, 1886 ............................................. 5

*42. Extracts from Votes and Proceedings, Legislative Assembly—Debate in Assembly, on motion of J. H. Young,
M.P., that line should be constructed. 3 September, 1886 .........................................................................................

*43. John See, M.P., to Secretary for Public Works—Letter forwarding petition, re line South Grafton to Bel
linger River. 25 January, 1387................................................... \..................................................................... ..

*44. Engineer-in-Chief for Railways to E Palmer—Minute, re estimates in connection with various routes. 28
January, 1837 .........................................................................................................................................................................

*45. John See, M.P., to Minister for Works—Letter enclosing communication from E. R. Rudder, asking for
information, re surveys up Orara Valley. (Informed matter must stand over, 25/5/87). 16 May, 1887 ...... ' ...

*46. E. F. Rudder to Minister for Works—Letter, further in respect to the Orara route. 6 Juno, 1887 ..........................
*47. Extract from Votes and Proceedings, Legislative Assembly—Question and reply, re approved route. 23 June,

1887 ..................................................................................... '.................................................................................................
*48. John See, M.P., to Minister for Public Works—Letter, forwarding communication from residents, Orara

River District, re route up the Orara Valley. IS November, 1887 ...........................................................................
*49, E. F, Rudder to Minister for Public Works—Letter, further re Orara Valley route. 9 May, 1888 ..........................
*50. H. H. Brown, M. P., to Engineer-in-Chief for Railways—Letter, rc surveyors, for deviations between Maitland

and Dungog. ISJuly, 18SS.................................................................................................................................................
*51. South Grafton Progress Association to Minister for Works—Letter, advocating Orara Valley route. 26 July,

1888 .........................................................................................................................................................................................
*52. Clarence River Railway Construction League to Minister for Works—Letter, asking that a survey be made

from South Grafton, via Orara River, to Bellinger River. 21 March, 1889 ...............................................................
*53. E. F. Rudder to Minister for Public Works—Letter, asking that routes bo surveyed. 10 April, 1889 ..................
*54. Engiueer-in-Chief for Railways—Minute, covering papers, re various routes sent to Mr. Firth. 9 May, 1SS9 ... 
*55. Myles McRae to Minister for Works—Letter, rc construction of line from Morpeth, via Brisbane Field, Miller’s

Forest, &c., to Tarro railway station. 11 May, 1889 ...................................................................................................
*56. H. H. Brown, M.P., to Minister for Works—Letter, re route of that portion of the proposed North Coast

line in the Dungog District. 14 May, 1889..................................................................................... .................................
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NORTH COAST RAILWAY.

No. 39.
Minute Paper.

Subject:—North Coast Railway.
_ Department of Public Works, Sydney, 17 June, 18SG.

A DEPUTATro>r, introduced by Mr. J, U. Young, M.P., and consisting of Messrs Abbott, Abigail, Burns, 
Brunker, H. H. Brown, Butcher, Creer, W. Clarke, Cass, Davis, Dawson, Ewing, Fletcher, Gibbcs, 
Hogan, Humphery, Kethol, Eysaght, O’Sullivan, Purves, "Roberts, See, Slattery, Targel.t, H. Taylor, 
Wisdom, and Yaughn, waited upon me this morning to urge upon the Government the necessity for 
taking early steps to proceed with the North Coast railway, extending from about Morpeth, or any con
venient point on the Northern railway, to Grafton, there to connect with the line already approved of to 
tko Tweed. They urged that the districts that such a line would pass through were the most fertile in 
Australia, already largely settled and giving large returns—statistics of which are enclosed. At the 
present time communication with tho coast district is very much hindered on account of the defective 
facilities that exist owing to the uncertain nature of the bar harbours, the produce being in some cases 
entirely destroyed and profitable markets very often lost through the delay in having produce forwarded. 
It is pointed out that above the navigable portion of the rivers where large quantities of sptendid land, 
which would, if a railway were constructed, be brought under cultivation and assist to supply the require
ments of the Colony in regard to breadstuffs, whereas at the present time we had to send to other colonies 
for much of the produce used.

Railways were in course of construction to the Southern Coast districts, and, without wishing to 
make any invidious comparison, they considered that the Northern Coast districts were as much entitled 
to a railway. .

_ The Government had to spend large sums in improving the entrances to tho rivers; but it was 
considered that the necessity for the large expenditure would be obviated if a railwav were made to afford 
the people direct communication ; and it was urged that our railway system would be incomplete without 
a line running along the North Coast. The value of a railway was shown in the increase in population 
and products that followed the construction of the railway up the Hunter Yalley. The soil along the 
Northern Coast rivers was equally as rich, and equally as good results would follow the construction of 
the line. They would not advocate any particular route, but would leave it to the Government to say 
which would be the most direct and the best in the interests of the Colony. It was further pointed out 
that there was a large expenditure for roads in the Coast districts which was entirely unproductive ; but 
a railway would do away with the necessity for the large expenditure on the main roads. It was also 
mentioned by Mr. Abbott that in proposing the North Coast railway they might at the same time revise 
previous proposals; and, in his opinion, the construction of the Coast railway would do away with the 
necessity for the railway from Grafton to Glen lunes.

■In reply I stated I recognised the great importance and influence of the deputation, representing 
so largely both sides of the Assembly; and I had listened with pleasure to the remarks made descriptive 
of the Northern Coast district. Unfortunately, I bad not the pleasure of visiting the district; but I 
hoped before long to do so. I was desirous to further the extension of railway communication in all 
directions where occasion required.

I thought it should be our policy to extend our railways wherever there was afair chance of getting 
a return there would be no loss to the Colony ; but railway extension under proper conditions must be of 
great gain. .The railways were constructed out of borrowed money, and wherever we could get a return 
equal to the interest to be paid, it was a great gain to have the railways to convenience the people and 
open up the country.

It was the custom to spend large sums in making and maintaining roads; but, as was pointed out, the 
advent of a railway would do away with the necessity for these main roads, and if the North Coast 
railway.were to he undertaken, the sooner it was constructed the better it would be. I had noticed 
some instances where large sums bad been spent on roads before a railway bad been made ; but a railway 
tvas afterwards made in the locality running parallel to the road, and the consequence was the road was 
rendered almost entirely Useless, and the money spent on it thrown away, Tho proposal for this North 
Coast railway would have to stand on its own merits. I could not agree with Air. Abbott; but its con
struction would do away with the necessity for a Grafton to Glen Innes railway, because it seemed to me 
necessary that a line should be made to connect with the coast from the main Northern railway; in the 
first place, to allow an interchange of commodities and to provide for the Queensland trade, as otherwise 
we would not be able to compete for it. The question of doing away with the necessity for improving 
our bar harbours, if the railway.were made, was an important one, and it seemed to me that if a railwav 
were made, it would to a great extent obviate the necessity of going to the expense of large sums to opeu 
the'entrances to the rivers, although, no doubt, the rivers would have to be kept open to a great extent.

, I would be glad to recommend any railway if it would pay, and give facilities to tho farmers so as 
to enable them to bring produce to market. I would give every consideration to their statistics and their 
arguments, and would submit the matter to the consideration of my colleagues,

■ I could not at the present time make any further promise.

What further is to he done in this matter ;—is it to be submitted when the Government Railwav 
proposals aro brought forward?—D.C.McL., 23/7/86. For Minister's decision.—CinA.G., 7/7/86. 
Have precis of particulars, statistics, &c., prepared, to be included in a minute for consideration ot 
Cabinet.—W. J.L., 12/7/86, The within statistics in print, .prepared by those interested, should be verified 
at the Registrar-General’s Office. Please see that this is done, and precis prepared.—Ch.A.G., 12/7/86. 
Trecis herewith.—C.A.B., 31/7/86. ■

No. 41.
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JS'o. 41.

Minute Paper.
Subject:—North Coast Eailway.

Tue following is precis of the papers, which it must bo admitted are rather meagre, and appear to com
mence in in mediae res, but lam assured that these are the only documents we have.

On the 21st February, 1886, Mr. Secretary G-arrard stated in the House, in reply to Mr. Thompson, 
that the surveys of the proposed Coast line of railway were not completed, that the Engineer-in-Chief had 
not recommended any particular route, that the line Morpeth to Manning River had not been surveyed, 
and that estimates had not been prepared. _

In further reply to Mr. Thompson, Mr. Secretary Lyne stated in the House (7th April, 1886) 
that the surveys of the line in question, were completed, that the plotting of the plans and sections was 
far advanced, and that when this was finished tho estimates would be prepared.

On the 17th June, 18SC, a deputation, consisting chiefly of Members of tbe Legislature, waited 
upon Mr. Secretary Lyne to urge on tbe arrangements for tbo construction of tho North Coast railway. 
The deputation represented in strong terms the extent and fertility of the districts through which the 
proposed lines would pass, and the isolation from the metropolis and from suitable markets to which the 
Targe population was condemned. Many of the farmers, they said, could find no suitable market for tbeir 
produce in consequence of the rivers, their only present means of conveyance being closed by bars, and 
it was no uncommon thing to see thousands of bushels of corn rotting on the wharfs, because there was 
no means of carrying it awav. All this would be remedied by the construction of the proposed railway. 
Tbe deputation further stated that there was a large extent of cedar brush and good valuable land which 
only required communication with a market to render it capable of sustaining a large population. This 
railway was, in fact, a national undertaking, and it ought to be constructed without delay, so that people 
might be encouraged to settle on the land. They were quite prepared to leave the choice of route to the 
Government, in full confidence that the best route would be selected. In support of their representations 
the deputation quoted certain statistics, the particulars of which are not given in the report, but, doubtless, 
they were of the same purport as statistics which had previously appeared in the Manning llioer Times. 
From the figures there given (as verified by the Statistical Hepartmeut). it would appear that the pro
posed railway would tap districts containing an area of 16,060 square miles, and a population of 51,782 
souls, distributed as under :—

Durham ... ... ..
Gloucester ... ...
The Hastings and Manning
The Macleay..........................
Grafton ... ... ..
The Clarence... ... ..
The Richmond ... .,

making a total of .

may, it is said, be added for augmentation, by natural increase and other causes, making the figures 
64,782. _ _ ....

The live stock and agricultural returns of the same districts for the year 1885 give the following 
figures:—42,657 horses, 290,522 horned cattle, 10,70!) sheep, 39,863 pigs, 132,904 acres in cultivation, 
with a produce of 2,847,379 bushels of maize, 75,972 gallons of wine, and 369,510 cwt. of sugar—figures 
which will be very largely increased for the current year, it is said.

The article referred to further furnishes figures on an extensive scale, illustrative of the extent 
and importance of tbe manufactures, and of tho trade carried on in these districts; and it is shown that 
at the several outlets, in spite of the obstacles and disadvantages, there is a large import and export 
business, the latter chiefly in timber, ,

The article winds up by maintaining that, in view of all these facts, the North Coast railway could 
not fail to be self-supporting. _

It ought to have been mentioned in the proper place that one member of the deputation suggested 
that the construction of this Coast railway would do away with the necessity for the line from Glen Innes 
to Grafton. _

the deputation, stated that he had not had the 
but hoped before long to visit it; that be believed 
wherever there was a chance of getting a return; 
borrowed money, and wherever a return could be 

‘ to tbe State to have tbe railways 
Large sums of money were spent in

Area Population
in square miles. without shipping.

910 5,945
2,099 5,643
2,903 9,309
2,662 7,123
2,166 7,744 .

840 6,752
4,480 9,266

16,060 51,782

Census of 1881, and one-fourth (say,

Mr. Secretary Lyne, in replying to 
pleasure of seeing the district referred to, 
our true policy was to extend our railways 
that the railways were constructed with 
obtained equal to the interest to be paid it would be a gam 
for the accommodation of the people, and to open up the country.
making and maintaining main roads ; but tbe introduction of a railway rendered a main road unnecessary, 
and if this North Coast railway were cqnstructed, the sooner it was done the better. He knew of 
instances where, after large sums of money had been spent on a road, a railway had been constructed 
running parallel with such road, the latter being thereby rendered almost useless, and the money 
expended on it thrown away. If money were to be expended on common roads, it should only be on such 
as brought traffic to the railways. He did not agree with one speaker, who thought this line would 
obviate the necessity for tbe Grafton-Glon Innes railway. On tbe contrary, he held that there must be 
ft line from the Great Northern railway to connect tbe table-land with the coast, both for interchange of 
commodities and to secure the Queensland trade. It seemed to him that if a railway were made it would 
to a great extent obviate tho necessity for spending large sums in keeping open the entrances to tbe 
rivers, although they would, no doubt, have to be kept open to some extent. The Minister concluded his 
remarks by stating that he would gladly recommend any railway that would pay and afford facilities to

producers;
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producers; lie would give full consideration to tlie statistics quoted, and to the arguments employed 
by the deputation, and lay the matter before his colleagues for consideration ; aud that he could uot 
promise anything beyond that for the present. •

---------- ■ C.A.T5., 31/7/SG.
Seen. Resubmit end of September.—Cu.A.G-., 3/8/86. Resubmitted.—l|10/o6. End off

year.—10/10/S0. Resubmitted.—3/1/S7. End of June, 1887.

No. 63.
T. E. Eirth to The Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways.

North Coast Railway. .
Sir, Taree, 1 July, 1889.

In reply to your telegram, which I received on my arrival here, I have to report that I have- 
examined the route as surveyed from the Clarence River to the Dawson River, and also the route suggested 
via the Orara Talley. "When in Grafton I examined tbe site of the terminus of the Graftou-Tweed line, 
as regards the position of the station arrangements and connection with wharfs on the river, and, as the 
present terminus is not in a favourable position for crossing the river aud connecting with the southern 
portion, I examined the river on both sides for the most suitable crossing. This I find to be about 6 miles 
from North Grafton, and by placing the station where X propose in South Grafton, the lines can be joined,- 
and also the Glen Innes line if required. Details of the plan will be submitted ou my return.

Instejid of starting tbe line from Wilson’s Hill, on the bank of the river (coming south), I would 
have the terminus at or near Vere-street, and nearly parallel with it, so as to bo out of the reach of floods ^ 
a line can then be run by a branch on a sharp curve and steep gradient nearly along the surface over the 
flooded portion of the flat, and then by a cutting round Wilson’s Hill, on the eastern side, parallel with 
the river aud a wharf to be built. By this scheme about mile of viaduct required by Mr, Mausfield’s. 
survey will be dispensed with and about £10,000 to £50,000 saved, and the service of the public equally 
as well carried out, because during high floods when my proposed line will bo covered with water Mr. 
Mansfield’s terminus would also be inaccessible.

The route taken by Mr. Mansfield is, generally speaking, the cheapest one ; some slight improve
ments can be made in final staking. By this route, via Corindi and Woolgoolga, to Goff’s Harbour, there- 
is not much valuable land for agriculture, and if jetties are erected at the two latter places, and for which
I am told there is great promise, the railway traffic will not be great from this district. The Orara Valley 
route would be a little shorter, starting from near CofE’s Harbour, and joining the surveyed line again at.
II miles (about) from Grafton ; but the works would bo heavier and cost more per mile, principally from 
the difficulty in crossing the dividing range at the head of the Orara River eastern branch. Another- 
practicable route, and, I think, cheaper than tho last-mentioned, would be to enter the valley farther 
down by the Bucca Bucca Creek. Of course, this would not take in the whole of the valley, but it would 
be the means of getting produce away from it. At the present time the selectors or settlers cannot get 
their produce to a market and compete with those on the banks of the rivers navigable, or on the coast;, 
where wharfs exist. The soil in the valley is very rich and tho timber is abundant; and I believe that a 
line through the valley will pay better than the cheaper line along tho coast, and would certainly recom
mend that a trial survey should be made before a final decision is arrived at. The scrub and timber is. 
very dense, and, of course, presents great difficulties to a surveyor.

From Orara to tho Lausdowne River ouly some trifling alterations can be made. At this river the 
line crosses below the navigable waters, aud I think if the line was made to cross near the road bridge, the- 
cost in bridge construction saved, and compensation for land, would pay for the slight extra cost of the line..

J. may mention that an agitation is being got up by a small portion of the Graftonites to have a 
line connected with the Great Northern railway, near Annidale or Guyra, and a portion of this route- 
would be along the Orara Talley.

To-morrow I esaraiue the Hues and rivers Dawson and Manning, and afterwards go on to 
Gloucester, &e.

I have had very considerable difficulty in tracing the line or eveu finding it at important points, 
partly from pegs having been knocked out and tree-marks grown over. If the system of blazing trees 
adopted when 1 was in charge of surveys had been carried out here, I should have been saved miles and hours 
of riding. At present there is nothing to distinguish a railway blaze from a selection or a public road, 
and it is only after following one through scrub aud brush for some distance that I can tell what it is, aud 
if I happen to lose it I have great difficulty iu coming to it again.

I have, &c.t
— THOMAS R. EIRTTL

H.D., 21v 7/39. Mr. Aehauder.—W.H.Q., 24/7/S9. Notcd.—S.H.A., 25/7/89.
The rule with licensed surveyors is to cut two marks ou each tree blazed—one on each side—so that 

a. mark is facing each way up and down the line. Mr. Eirfch’s system is to cut one marie only on each 
tree. This mark faces the centre line. By this system, I am told that a person can see the blaze only 
when close to the tree, supposing that he is travelling along the centre line. By the licensed surveyors’ 
system the blaze can be seen from a long distance away.—S.H.A., 25/7/S9.

Just the other way about. Licensed surveyors’ marks can only be seen when nearly in a line with 
them. My system shows the blazes when parallel as far as the eye can see—either right or left,—T.R.P.

No. 65.
r. R. Firth to The Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways.

North Coast Railway.
8ir, Gloucester, 15 July, 1889.'

I beg to report that during tho last- fortnight I have not been able to make as good progress 
with my inspection of the various routes as I wished to do, partly from bad weather, my horse having a 
sore back, and from having an attack of diarrhoea myself. I examined the district of Taree, where two- 
lines have been surveyed; and also between Wingham and Taree, where some improvements can be made.

I
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I also examined the position for stations at both these places. I followed the line up to the crossing of 
tbe Manning River, which is a very bad one, but as I could not cross without making a considerable 
■detour I followed along the river to a distance of about 15 miles, then crossed and struck the Harrington 
River which I followed up to within a few miles of Gloucester, and then struck across the range on to 
the surveyed line near the river Avon. I believe this route will be some 3 or 4 miles shorter, and will m 
no place attain such a height as the one over Baker’s Hill and Brushy Mountain There will be less 
tunnel, but probably two bridges over tbe Barrington. The Manning will be much easier to cross, but 
Dingo Creek will have to be crossed, and is flooded to a good width in some places ; but 1 nave no doubt 
by a careful examination a narrow crossing may be found. As I shall have to return to Wmgbam by the 
B ullndelah survey, I intend to make a closer examination of this portion. ...

As I had to spell my horse, I made a trip by coach, via Stroud, to Hexham and back, so as to get 
-an idea of 1 ho country, as the maps I have show no roads whatever, and not all the rivers. I have had great

■ difficulty in getting guides, and have chiefly had to-be assisted by gentlemen. The young fellows who know 
the country seem to think I cannot do without them, and, after arranging overnight to come with me, very 
frequentlv refuse to start in the morning, unless I will pay for horse hire and feed, m addition to 10s. 
per day for themselves. This has occurred several times, and consequently put me to great inconvenience
and loss of time. -r. tr -ui t

Had weather permitted, I should have started to-day for Maitland ma Dungog. It possible, 1
leave here to-morrow, and shall be in Maitland on Friday night, examine about Maitland on Saturday, and

■ on Monday start on the lines from Morpeth, via Seaham, Clarencetown, Bulladelah, &c., to Wingham,
iceturning from Wingham via Gloucester and Stroud,

° I have, &c.,
_____ THOMAS E. FIRTH.

H.D., 24/7/89. Mr. Alexander—W.H.Q., 24/7/S9. S.H.A., 24/7/89.

No. 66.
T. Pi, Firth to The Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways.

North Coast Railway. _
g;r Clarence Town, 29 July, 1889.

' I have the honor to report that during the past fortnight I have examined the surveyed route 
from Gloucester, via Wisemantles, Dungog, and Paterson, to Maitland; and also the two routes at 
Maitland. I also examined the two lines some distance from Morpeth—one through 1. hoemx Park and 
the other through Hinton. I have been very much delayed and harassed by wet weather. Several days 
t could not get out, and when I have started it has began to rain, so that I could see nothing, which 
necessitated me going twice over the same route. To-day I have examined the line several miles towards 
■Seaham, having come from Dungog this morning. To-morrow I start, via Bulladelah for the Manning, 
which I hope ro roach by the end of the week; but, as there is no regular road, I may probably be 
-delayed by the swollen rivers and creeks, and have to make long detours to cross them. With favourable 
weather 1 expect to be back in Maitland, via Gloucester and Stroud, and complete my examinations by
the end of next week. ______ I ^THOMAS B. FIRTH.

II.D., 31/7/89. Mr. Alexander.—IV.H.Q., 31/7/89. Noted,—-S.H.A., 2/8/89.

No. 71.
T. Pi. Firth to The Acting Engineer-in Chief for Railways.

Sir Railway Department, Construction Branch, Sydney, 17 September, 1889.
' In accordance with instructions received from the Fngineer-m-Chief to examine and report on 

the various proiects proposed for the North Const railway, between the Hunter and the Clarence Kiyers, 
I beg to inform vou that I have examined the routes already surveyed, and also several routes or deviations 
that have been recommended by persons presumably acquainted with the districts through or near which 
any line of railway to connect the abovenamed rivers must pass, as well as several portions where tnc 
nature of tho country induced me to try for an improved line; and I have now the honor to report the 
result of my investigations.

The lines already surveyed are as follows:— _
1. From the Morpeth branch a line via Seaham, Bulladelah, and Larry’s Flat, to the Manning River,

at "Wingham. . > -rn +i
2. From Maitland, via Paterson, Dungog, and Gloucester, joining the first line at Larry s hlat, then

on to Wingham. „ ....
3. A line branching from the firstnamed line at Seaham, going round by Clarence t own rejoining tue

said line ; and then, after being identically the same for 4£ miles, goes by Booral and Stroud, 
and joins the second line at 11 mites from the latter place and 16 miles from Dungog, and on by 
same route through Gloucester, to Larry's Flat and Wingham.

4. A line was proposed bv Mr. W. H. Holmes, leaving Morpeth, going west of Clarence lown and
Stroud, joining No. 2 line for some distance,ynd eventually passing over the ranges via Larry s 
Flat on to "Wingham the same as the No. 2 line. ,

5. I also examined a proposed route from Gloucester to Wingham, by way of the Barrington Biver,
and to cross tho Manning about 10 miles above the present crossing.

As theManning is navigable up to Wingham, and the river flats widen out very much below the 
town, it is evident the river ought not to be crossed below Wingham, and also that the line must go 
through the town, from the Manning to CofE’s Harbour the general direction of the surveyed line must 
be taken. Some minor deviations will be referred to later on.

From CofPs Harbour the line keeps close to the coast asfaras Wolgoolga ; it crosses the range near 
Corindi, and on to South Grafton, terminating at Wilson's Hill, on the hank of the Clarence River.

Another route examined by me is from Coil's Harbour, by way of the Orara valley, to Or at ton.
xStw
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I**'.—Morpeth to Wingham via Bulladelah.
Although I take this as one line, two different starting points have been surveyed, one, which I will 

call A, leaves the Morpeth branch line at 2 miles 40 chains from East Maitland (before reaching the Morpeth 
station.), crosses the Hunter above the Morpeth wharfs, goes through Phosnix Park, and then crosses the 
Paterson River, and ou to Seaham. The other, or B line, is a prolongation of the Morpeth branch line ; 
it crosses the Hunter below tho punt, and goes through Hinton, joining A line in about 5 miles. ’

From the natural position of Morpeth, it can scarcely ever attain to an important changing place, 
or the headquarters of a railway, except at a very great expense, therefore the real starting-point in train 
mileage would be from East Maitland, but in cost of construction, from the point of junction with the line 
already made. A line would be about £ of a mile, the shortest would cross the Hunter and Paterson 
Rivers and Phoenix Park, all of which during high floods is one sheet of water, about 4.300 yards in 
width, or nearly LH miles, and very near alt this width of waterway must he kept open, and the line 
however, would nor go to the Morpeth station. ’

B line would only have one river to cross—that is, the Hunter—below the junction of the Paterson, 
and the length of openings required would be about 3,670 liueal yards. Although the actual distance under 
water would be considerably more than the other line, a large portion of it is chiefly from back water, and 
I think small openings would be sufficient. The advantages of Hue B over A line arc: less cost— 
about £25,000—and utilising Morpeth station as at prencnt built. The disadvantages are : total stoppage 
of navigation of both the Hunter and Paterson Rivers above Hinton (unless that verv objectionable 
feature, a ^ movable bridge, is provided, and which would, of course, reduce very considerably the 
difference in cost). As a movable bridge is really not a work of absolute necessity in this case, I cannot 
recommend that one should be built. Then, if the navigation is to be blocked at Hinton, the compensation 
to be paid for existing interests, and the loss to numbers of people now more or less receiving 
benefits from the present arrangements, would not bo covered by the difference in cost of the two lines ; 
therefore I should take the line across Phoenix Park, referred to as the A line ; from this point to' 
Seaham the earthworks are light; some creeks arc,.however, crossed, which from their position would 
require wide waterways.

At Seaham—a small township, apparently dependent on itself—the river ’Williams would be 
crossed ; itj< about 170 yards wide withm tbe banks, and the flooded ground is about If mile. Of this, 
about 2,427 lineal yards of waterway must be provided. Again, in this river comes the question of 
impeding navigation. Steamers and schooners go as far as Clarence Town for timber and farm produce. 
If the line crosses at Seaham this will be stopped unless a movable bridge is provided. The works after 
leaving Seaham are rather heavy ; there arc several largo creeks to be crossed before reaching the Karua 
River, and the line makes a considerable detour to get above tbe wharf, and also to get a narrow crossing. 
It then makes a bend eastward to get over the main range. Still this will necessitate tunnels and some 
heavy cuttings on each side. From Seaham to Bulladelah the formation is chiefly hard shales; and alto
gether the earthworks cannot be considered very heavy, nor tbe gradients very bad, but bridges will 
necessarily be expensive. " " °

Ihe Myall River is crossed close to the punt at the town of Bulladelah. There is no steamer 
traffic on the river above where the line crosses that will be interfered with. The line then runs down 
a narrow street parallel with the main street. There arc a few unimportant buildings in the way. The 
town is mainly supported by the saw-mills on the river and a few' farmers on its banks. Some alum 
works have been started close to the town, but at present are not being carried on. There is very little 
business done of any kind ; the present outlet is by tbe Myall River and Port Stephens or by road to 
Booral and Raymond Terrace.

The line follows up the valley of the Myall River for about 12 miles above Bulladelah, and then begins 
to rise over the Manning Range, which is crossed by very heavy earthworks and a tunnel 123 yards long, 
and which, I think, on further examination, it will be advisable to lengthen so as to reduce tho deep 
cuttings or steep sidling formations. The gradient at present over the range is 1 in 40 for If mile 
ascending, and 1 in 40 for 1. mile descending, and 1 in Go for another mile down to "Wang Wank River. 
Phis, winch jn^heavy rains is a mountain torrent, is crossed several times, and it will require lar^e water
ways. Tho IValamba River m also a good size. From this to Larry’s Flat there is only one creek of any 
importance to cross ; it hero joins the line via Stroud and Gloucester, and via Maitland, Dungog, and 
Gloucester. After leaving the Hunter the soil is of a poor description geuerally, and land suitable for 
agriculture is very limited in quantity, and for grazing purposes is not good. There is some good timber 
on a portion of it, bnt from its close proximity to the coast; the timber has been verv much thinned. The 
only towns it would pass through are Seaham and Bulladelah, and be about 12 miles from Stroud ; passing, 
as it does, so near to the coast the land on that side is limited in area, and for a considerable distance it 
Has mountain ranges on tbe other side, with only small patches of really good land on the immediate banks 
of tho rivers, so that a proper return for the capital required in its construction seems very doubtful, and 
as a connecting line direct with tbe Manning River district, if taken through Seaham direct, it will, 
although shorter than via Dungog and Gloucester by a few miles, actually cost more per mile, by about 
£260; but by deviating at Seaham and. going through Clarence Town, the distance will bo increased by 
3 miles 1/ chains ; yet about £56,000 will be saved in crossing the Williams River, and navigation will 
not be interfered with. It will also get nearer the direction from where traffic is likely to he produced. 
On this line, t-m Bulladelah, there will bo about 1,500 lineal yards of tunnel, and, as at present laid out, 
there is over 9 miles of I in 40 grade, the longest portion being 145 chains. Of gradients between I in 40 and 
1 in 70 there are 14 miles.

Mo. 2.—From West Maitland.
Xq. 2 lino has been tried from two points of the Great Northern railway, a short distance bevond 

"West Maitland station. The first one crosses the Victoria Bridge, and is then nearly parallel wilh the 
road to Oakkampton. The earthworks would he very lighl, but it crosses a number of streets, and would 
be liable to damage by floods, and the land and property to be taken would be expensive. The other line 
leaves the main line about half a mile further from West Maitland, and takes the high ground by 
Cambell's HiH, and at the back of the waterworks, crossing the Hunter about 20 chains higher up than 
the hue previously referred to. This will be a much better line, and although the works are heavier I do 
not think tbe total cost will be greater.

It
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It then crosses tbe Hunter at Oathampton, above the point where the late flood brolce over, keeps 
near the main road, aud passes through the townships of Paterson and Dungog, within 11 miles or btroud, 
and half a mile of Gloucester; then crosses the Brushy Mountain Range and Baker s Hill, and connects 
with line Ho. 1 at Larry’s Flat, aud then on to the Manning River, about 3 miles above Wingham, 
crossing the river at Brungle.

The rivers Paterson, Hunter, Williams, and Karua are crossed much more candy than by the other 
routes, and no river traffic at all will he interfeted with, the earthworks will be much heavier aud as there 
are the Walarobic and Monkerai Ranges, the Brushv Mount, and Baker’s Hill to be crossed, all of which 
will have to be tunnelled, giving a probable length of 3,1 SO lineal yards of tunnel. As laid out at present, 
it gives nearly 8 miles of 1 in 40 grade, and about 12 miles varying from 1 m 40 to 1 m 70. Ihe total 
cost of the line will be much greater than any of the others, and the one ma Clarence Town and Bulladelah 
would cost the least; ihen the one via Seaham and Bulladelah comes nest in total cost, hut is more
expensive at. per mile . , , /*

The Maitland-Gioucester line is through by far tho best land, and will produce much more tramc, 
and it would be a great inducement lor some of the rich lands now used For grazing purposes being turned 
info agricultural farms. It beads all tho navigable rivers ; hence there will be no competition. It passes, 
throindi townships already of some importance, and to which places thc_ roads from distant localities all 
tend. ° It will he within' 10 miles of Gloucester, and give great facilities for the Upper Barrington 
district. In the matter of gradients, although it rises the highest, it has slightly better gradients than
Bulladelah line. , , , , ^ .r i i r

There is \crv little difference in tbe distance from Newcastle, whether the North Coast tine sfioutd 
start from the Morpeth branch or from West Maitland, but tbe advantages in station facilities for 
working the trains are all strongly in iiuour of West Maitland as tbe starting-point; and, in taking the 
line tia Camljeirs Hill. 1 here would verv probably be a good traffic with stock if cattle sidings were 
made at Rutherford, where the line would pass close to the cattle sale-yards. ^ . ,

Takin>' into consideration the disadvantage and inconvenience of leaving the mam line om the 
Morpeth branch, the long length of iron and timber bridges that would bo required, with their attendant 
constant exoeime of wear and tear, and liability to accident from floods, and also from this line having to 
compete to some extent with river trade, 1 consider that the lino leaving \\ csl. jMaitland, tuVi Dungog, 
althmmh very much mure costly, will give a better return, at a probably less annual cost for maintenance 
and repairs ; it will be through better country, and, therefore, must create more traffic, and being at the
head of all navigable rivers, it must take all the trade.

The line proposed by Mr. Holmes would he less expensive to make; hut, in the first place, it starts 
from Morpeth, with the necessary costly works referred to on the No. 1 line; sccondly.itavoids all town
ships, thus new roads would have to' be made to the different stations, diverting all traffic tor some 
considerable distance from its usual route, aud it would not pass through any country that is likely to be 
more benclited or more productive of traffic than the one via Dungog. .

1 believe a line from Gloucester, along the Barrington River to the Manning, and crossing the 
latter about lo miles above Wingham, would be a shorter, cheaper, and easier-worked line than the one 
surveyed over the ranges. It would also go through better land, and, taking the Manning so much 
higher up. would give facilities for farmers still further up tho river than they can at present work at
ApiohU^^ ]iIlecau l)e adopted, then the whole distance from the Hunter to the Manning may be 
said to pass through good land, and a large quantity fit for agriculture. Of coulee, a considerable portion 
of it will be through the A. A. Co.'s property, but no line connecting the rivers Hunter and Manning
can avoid the company’s property. .

The price for earthworks and tunnels will probably be high, as the material, it m deep cutting, 
will be very hard. Timber is plentiful within easy distance of the line ; ballast will not be expensive, but 
will have to be broken. Sandstone of a fair quality is found at local and Clarence Town, and bricks can 
bo made all along the line.

After leaving the Manning, the line has to go nearer the coast, as the ranges run down, and are 
too heavy to think of crossing at the present time. In all tho distance, however, the line has been kept 
as far inland as practicable, and the rivers crossed as high as possible. Wingham is the first township on 
the Manning, and has a population of about, ffiiO It has just been incorporated, and appears to be pro
gressing. Jt is fbe head of navigation. The line passes through one side of the^ town, taking a few 
allotments of land, but not many buildings ; it then crosses Cedar Tarty Creek, which rises to a good
height during floods. . . . . ,

Taree is another small town on the river, and has more traffic with it than \v inghara, trona winch 
it is distant by road S miles. Here two lines have been surveyed. One comes right to the edge of the town, 
taking a few allotments ; the other would cause the station to be a little over a mile from the centre of 
the town. The line coming into the town will have to cross Brown’s Ureek, which is tidal, and mes to a 
great height during a big flood. It would also be 1 mile IS chains longer, and I estimate the cxtia cost
of the deviation at about £9,000. ,

The Dawson River, which is tidal, is next crossed, and then the line is very easy to_ the Lansrlowne 
River. This, at the crossing, is also tidal. The land between the rivers is good for grazing, and ny the 
neighbourhood of the Lansdowne there are a number of good farms. The line passes about 2 miles iiom 
CmidJc al its nearest point. . .

After crossing the Lansdowne the line bears nearly cast for some distance, ana skirts along only n, 
few miles from the coast until Camden Haven River is reached. Between these !wo there are a good 
many farms, with good soil. Timber is plentiful, and the earthworks are not very heavy; but timber 
openings will be required to a great extent, especially at Stewart s River and Stouey Creek. Both are 
tidal, and must be prepared for the teredo.

Camden Ha von River is not navigable, although tidal, at the crossing. Th? floods cover a Jarge 
width on the north bank. From this river to the Hastings tho line passes over a high range, and the 
earthworks will be heavy, with necessarily steep grades. The spurs are very sleep and sideling, and Ihe 
formation volcanic ; the land chiefly good for grazing. On the southern hank of the Hastings, where
the lino crosses, a new township has sprung up of late, named \V auehope. I his appears to be the head
of navigation. There are good farms on the banks ot the river, and plenty of limber close to the hue. A 
lone timber viaduct will be required on the northern bank of the Hastings. ^

“ 2(53—B • j‘rc’-1
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From tlie Hastings to the Wilson the country is undulating, and the works need not be heavy, 
except for waterways, and as the teredo is very bad in all these tidal creeks and rivers, I would advise 
that where the foundations are not deep concrete piers be built to level of high water to carry the super
structure, which in most cases can be of timber. The Wilson River is crossed near to Telegraph Point, 
and is about 85 yards wide, but during floods it spreads out to nearly 500 yards.

Between the Wilson and the Maclcay Rivers, Cooperabong, Piper, and Smith’s Creeks are all 
tidal, and, as they drain large areas of country, will require big openings. The earthworks will, not 
he very heavy, and good timber is plentiful. From the Hastings to the Macleay good first-class 
is scarce.

The Macleay is crossed at West Kempsey, and is above the principal point of navigation. A. very 
good sito for station can be got alongside one of the streets. Kempsey is the largest town between 
Grafton and the Great Northern railway. It is 185 miles from Maitland and 120 miles from Grafton. 
There is very good land in its vicinity, Tho river is about 200 yards wide at ordinary level, aud from 
borings made by the Roads Department near the proposed crossing, rock is found at 22 feet below level 
of water ; the southern bank shows the rock nearly up to the surface. The highest known flood is 28 ft.
4 in. above ordinary level. If it is intended to build a road-bridge a large saving would be made if the 
one bridge was made to suit both railway and road as at Penrith, The station would also serve for both 
sides of the river.

After leaving Kempsey the works will be fairly light, for some distance. The Yarrubindinm and 
Doughboy Swamps will only require a few" openings, as, although the floods rise several feet, it is chiefly 
backwater, and the embankments can be made from side cutting. The Yarrahapimii Range is reached by 
a grade of 1 in 53 ; the descent to near Nambucca River will be rather heavy in earthworks, and two large 
bridges will be required over Worral and Snake Creeks ; both are tidal, andd rain a large area. From 
Kempsey to Nambucca ballast will not be plentiful, the formation being clay and shale ; good timber is 
plentiful. It is a good agricultural district, and'fairly well settled along the direction of the line.

The line passes close to the small town of Nambucca, and crosses the river about half a mile below 
a small wharf which is situated near the centre of the town, and to which small steamers and droghers 
trade. There is a public road parallel with the river, and close to it, which must be provided for, is the 
erection of the bridge, cither by keeping the latter high enough for tho road to pass under railway, or by 
keeping the formation low enough for a level-crossing. The former will be most suitable, and would still 
allow the droghers to trade up the river. There is room for an easy grade to get down to the station.

The Nambucca River is about 220 yards wide, but during a flood it is nearly half a mile.
From Nambucca to the Bellinger the works will not be heavy, except from a number of creeks that 

will require long bridges and a few large culverts. Deep Creek is tidal, and when in flood is a great 
width. At a few miles from the creek some good specimens of gold and antimony have been lately found, 
and it promises to be a very prosperous mining township if only a small portion of present expectations 
are realised.

Tho south arm of the Bellinger is crossed very near the punt. There is no traffic on this river ; 
therefore, the height of floods can determine the kind of bridge most suitable. From the south arm to 
the main branch of the river the country is flat, and only low embankments with ample provisions for 
waterways will be necessary. The Bellinger is crossed at Raleigh, aud is about 1.50 yards wide. The 
northern bank is high, but on the southern side a largo portion seems liable to bo inundated. Small 
steamers sometimes go up to Fernmount, about 0 miles ; but the traffic is chiefly by drogher. The 
valley of the Bellinger is very fertile, aud is occupied by farmers a long way up, and it ought to return 
a fair amount of traffic by the railway.

From the Bellinger to CofT’s Harbour there is a large number of tidal creeks to be crossed, other
wise tho line w'ould he fairly light. On this portion of the line ballast will be scarce. The formation 
appears to be clay and shale. There is plenty of good timber.

CoS’s Harbour Creek is about 60 feet wide, and openings of about that wbdth ought to carry off 
the water.

The town of Coif’s Harbour is seen on plans only at present. It is situated about a mile from 
the harbour, and the line goes through the township; from thence for a few miles ihe works will be 
rather heavy, then on to near Woolgoolga very light earthworks, as tho is keeping close to the coast, 
and the country is nearly flat; but a large number of tidal creeks, with their usual inhabitants, the teredo, 
will make the erection of bridges rather costly.

1 may here state that the residents from Coff’s Harbour to Woolgoolga and its vicinity seem to be 
more anxious to have jetties erected at their ports than to have the railway, probably thinking it easier 
to get the smaller item first. .

A few miles from Coff’s Harbour is the first sugar-cane, and in some places it seems to be 
cultivated successfully. Maize is also grown.

The lino then goes on near tho coast to Corindi, whore it crosses the creek, and then begins the 
ascent of the dividing range, which is accomplished by a gradient of 1 in 40 (with sharp curves) for 1£ 
mile, and the earthworks fairly heavy. From the top of the range to South Grafton tlie line follows to 
a groat extent a dividing spur, and the works will not he heavy. There is good timber, ballast, and brick- 
clay. The soil is not of a first-class quality generally between Corindi and Grafton, although some small 
lots on the creek are producing fair av erage crops.

I propose that the line should ond at or near the pound-yard in South Grafton, just above the 
highest known flood, and that it. should be laid out so that, if desirable, it can be continued ou to Glen 
Innes, or the lino can he carried out of flood-level to connect with the Orafton-Tweed line, about 6 miles 
above Grafton—this being the narrowest point for crossing the Clarence River above the head of 
navigation. From the station in South Grafton I propose to run a branch line, as near as possible level 
with the surface, down to the edge of the river to a wharf to be erected at the foot of Wilson’s Hill. This 
branch can be taken so as not to interfere with any valuable property ; aud, by dispensing with tho 
viaduct, as required by the present survey, about £40,000 will be saved. If the viaduct was made, it 
could not be used for goods traffic during a'flood ; therefore a line on the surface and underwater will be 
quite as useful, and tbe access to the passenger station would he ihe same in both positions—it could 
only be approached by boats in flood-time by passengers from North Grafton, aa well as the majority on 
the south side of the river. -

The
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The district which will recciTO most benedt by a railway, and also give the best returns, in 
connection with ihe Xortb Coast railway, would bo the Orara Valley, and I propose (hat a trial survey 
should bo made from a point on a spur near Coil’s Harbour, and cross tue div.dmgrange, Wlow 
down the eastern side oE the river, and connect with present hue at about LI* ^ Crt *r0“ ,
will no doubt be an expensive route. An easier one would be found, which would also be of great benefit 
(but not to the same extent), by leaving the present survey at about 50-mitc peg, crossing the range at a 
lower elevation, then follow down Bucca Bucca Creek until it joins the Orara Kiver, then along the riv er 
as stated above to its junction with present line at lit miles. Tins line would also be more costly 
than the present one, but it would certainly give better returns ; and in the event of the line being made 
as suggested, from Grafton to Guyra. about 30 miles of this line would serve for both, as I believe the 
GuvnUine would go through Gleurigh. The valley is very rich m sod and Borne of the finest timbers m 
tWColony. The line would also bo within a few miles of Ivana Creek gold-fields, and near Glenngh there
is a small seam of coal visible iu one of the creeks. T .. j ■ t_i * i „

I append herewith a detailed statement of alterations which I consider advisable to make in the 
surveys when the permanent staking is done. I have also marked them on the 10-chain, plans m green 
colour OE course I could not examine every portion of the survey, as m some cases the marks, it ever 
made, are entirely obliterated, and in others the scrub is grown so thick that it cannot be penetrated, 
without cutting a way through.

I have, &c.,
THOMAS R FIRTH.

Minute, SO-558, 5/10/89. 
to Tinder Secretary, 1/12/92.

H.D., 8/10/89. Under Secretary—B.C., 8/10/89. Minute

APPENDIX.
Railway Department, Construction Branch, 17th September, 1SS0. 

From, Maitland via Dungog and Gloucester,
Thf nnner line starting from ‘20 miles GO chains, I consider the best. The curve leaving Great Northern railway can be made 
mnJh flatter, and the works taken into the hillside so as to provide for cattle sidings at Rutherford. Th® hpe TfiO 
tannery should be adopted. After crossing the Hunter the line should not cross the 1 aterson-road. From -6 miles 60 chains 
to the Paterson Rive,, level-cross.ngs will be avoided, and flooded land from backwater at 27 miles B chains which has been 
known, to rise 6 feet'above the yoal A much better and more direct line will be got near Total House by the proposed

The line can be improved for site of Paterson station, and also to get higher ground north of the nv er.
Careful cross-sections should be taken over the Walrobie Range. I think it ts possible to shorten the tunnel or ea c

t ,e gr " qo miw if the line is straightened it will improve the section. .
From 44 to 49J miles a better line can be got by keeping wart of ^ ^sforlnd!

creek mtich higher up than at present, and above the reach of floods from the river 
A slieht alteration of the centre line at Dungog will improve the station sit< 

b- a little nearer the mil! at the northern end of the straight portion, and a little more east at tno suuuueri, emu 
" ‘ In crossing the Monkerai Range it should be wall cross-swtioned before final staking. The ridges are very steep, 

and to guard against slips deep cuttings should be avoided, the strata being very much broken np. I hint it will be no 
more costly and far safer, if one long tunnel is made instead of the three at present proposed, and thus take the lull more at
rmbt angles'. I am sure a thorongh examination of this range will repay the fcroublu. , itimoto
° From this point to about G3 miles the works are heavy, and where it is such steep sideling I behove the ultimate cost 

will he no more if instead of contouring and making deep cuttings, that a more direct lino, with, perhaps, a short tunnel 
be got between 65 and (56 miles. . , . ,

JJetween 66 and 67 miles a llattcr curve will give better work. , , , , , ,ilA
Avon Creek is crossed at 73 miles 60 chains and again at So miles. At both these places the flooded groundIS vory u ide; 

bnt in tho former it will not he necessary to have flood-openings the full width ; at the latter it is not so wide but there is 
creator depth and more rapid current. Mr. Holmes projwscs to keep east of the river altogether. I don t think there 
would he any gain by it, and if a line is tried via the Barrington River, then the lino should keep high ground past
Cllonr-pster township, and leave the present survey at about S3-mile peg. .......................

The works between S5 and 100 miles arc very heavy, and it may be advisable to reduce the radii of curves Rom lo to 
12 chains not only .as a matter of first cost, but also to lessen the danger from slips after the works are finished, [he tidges 
and spurs are very steep and sideling; therefore, deep cuttings are tolie avoided as much as possible, and, although shn ting 
alongdhe sidelines may give apparently the best section, they are in reality often very expensive and m many cases it is 
mistaken economy to tty to get the highest point by circuitous sideling route, and thus tunnel only through the crest of a 

ometimes a longer tunnel at a lower level will be the cheapest, especially when the formation is broken up. If the
str^a'is^MipactamUshoVizontaL'of course slips are reduced to aminimuin, and the slopes of cuttings can be nearly vertical. 

At UG miles I think it will be advisable to try for another line with one tunnel instead ot two.
From Baker’s Hill down the work is all on sideling, and deep cuttings must be avoided. ^ . , ,
At 104 miles (11 to 13 miles on plan) the line will be improved and shortened by keeping east of the mam road, and

thou crossing bv an overbridge at about 11 miles 30chains. . , ii
The crossing of Roriback Creek will be better a little lower down; at the present crossing there is a tendency for the

')Iin jjic j^/rjijac Range is ascended by deep sidelines, and deep cuttings must he avoided, as the strata is very much 

broken up. On the northern side is very similar, ami the lino is very close to the creek, ihe tunnel will probably no

lh10Ug\)™fnv1River._If the line does not go by the Barrington River, a much better crossing can be got of the Manning 
about 1 i mile higher up, hut it will also have to cross Dingo Creek. However, this can be crossed about 20 chams below the 
roml-brid-e ami both these crossings will cost no more than the one at present surveyed, and we get a better line. The river 
will be crossed at right angles, then follow along the Kilawarra flats to a narrow point on Dingo Creek, cross the mam road 
near the summit of the range, which will be much lower than tlie present one, then follow down the watershed to near the 
pound-yards ; by this line a much better position can he got for a station for \\ ingham without taking so many allotments. 
1 A flatter curve at 1134 miles (0 miles) will improve tho section, and the lino can bo kept west of tlie rood up to 12 miles. 
From 1*2 miles 10 chains to i.4 miles 40 chains a great improvement can be wade by keeping to the right, and, instead of 
risinff over the range, skirt alongside, crossing the Taree-road by an overbridge, tlms saving a rise of at least aO feet in the 
line,"one level-crossing and some road deviations. The line can then connect with either of the lines to Xareo

If it is decided to take the lino into Taree (at a cost of about £9,000) it can be improved between Jo miles 30 chains 
awl Brown's River, ao as to have about IS chains straight for station purposes, Ip having two curves of ^ 
nt each end. After crossing Brown’s River the Ime can be improved, shortened, and straightened If the Imo dots not go
through the town the survey can be improved so as to bring the station on a short piece of straight. p.

e Dawson can be more at right angles, and a new survey should be made to the Lansdowne Rn et, 
At this place the river is clearly defined, fresh water, and above navigation, 

is of less value, and no floods to he provided for; the line may ho a little 
■ ‘ “ 1 Three 4‘2-foot and two 2i)-foot spans will he

The crossing of the Dawson can _ 
crossing the latter near the present road-bridge.
Tho land passed through north of the river is u . ..
longer, but it will be better, and at no greater cost, by the proposed diversion, 
enough, instead of crossing in tidal waters and reriuiring long flood-openings. Some
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Some slight improvements can he made between 136 and 138 miles (2S miles on plan) by beeping higher ground and 
easing tbe curves—in fact, from the next 6 to 8 miles the line can be considerably improved. It ought not to cross tho 
main road from Coopprnook to Port Macc|0arie> hut save two level-crossings, and avoid a large piece of swampy ground 
liable to inundation, and get a better crossing of Pipeclay Creek. Stewart’s Creek will require a long bridge or viaduct.

Prom UTi to ]48| the line will be better if taken farther west, and get higher ground.
Tho crossing of Stoney Creek at I50i miles cau he shortened at the expense of earthworks, and will be better.
Tlie curves south of Camden Haven River can he made easier with better section.
Descending tbe range to the Hastings River the curves can be modified, aud, as the spurs are very steep, and of 

volcanic formation, deep cuttings must be avoided along the sidelings,'
As several buildings have been erected at Wauchope since the line was surveyed, it wilt he advisable to cross the 

river a little higher up ; this will not add to the cost, and will give room for station arrangements without encroaching cn 
the buildings too much.

On leaving the river-flat high ground is reached abruptly, but the gradient can be eased and line slightly improved 
on final survey.

Wilson River should be crossed about 4 chains lower down, and then near!;' avoid the deep lagoon on the south side 
of the river. On the north side tho ridge runs close to tho river. This must be cross-sectioued and the work made as light 
as possible.

Cooperabung Creek crossing can be slightly improved by keeping higher ground on the approach.
Smith’s Creek and Piper's Creek crossings can be better, and some minor improvements made all tbe way to 

Kempsey. At Kempsey the lino should be a little more eastward of the street, so as to give sufficient room for station 
buildings, and it may be advisable to avoid taking the hotel at tbe corner. The deviation will also improve the section ot 
(33 m.) 200 miles.

Higher ground can be got between 41 aud 43 miles, which will give a- better section.
Prom 45 to 50 miles, cross-sections will show that a better line can be got, and the same may be said along the 

Unkya Creek ; in place of having deep cuttings, in some places it will be better to divert the creek.
Tlie crossing of Wurral and Snake’s Creeks would be better if a little higher up.
The crossing of tho Nambucca, River should be about 8 or 10 chains higher up—to get high ground sooner on tho 

northern bank.
The line can bo improved on final staking between the river and "Deep Creek. The crossing of this creek will be 

hotter about 2 chains further down than the present survey, and higher ground should he got on the northern hank, which 
is low and swampy. Sandstone is showing on the southern hank.

Prom Deep Creek to the Belliger the curves can he eased without adding to the cost of the work.
The approaches to Bellinger Kivcr can 1ms improved. Provision must be made for n station at Raleigh.
Prom the Bellinger to Pino Creek the sharp curves can he modified considerably.
Bungle Creek can be crossed at right angles and the curves improved.
Between 59 miles and 61 miles tho line can he shortened and improved by extending the straight line from of) miles 

25 chains about half a mile, crossing a low gap in the range not far from the main road, keeping higher ground and avoiding 
a swamp.

From 5S miles to 55 miles 10 chains the line can be improved and shortened, and a better site for a station at Goffs 
Harbour (Breilsford),

Prom 55 miles to 50 miles the works are heavy, hut tlie line can be shortened and improved without increasing the
cost.

Pine Creek can be crossed lower down.
Prom 44 miles to 42 miles the line runs along between a sand-drift and a swamp, and crosses Pimicman’s Creek ; the 

sand-drift is gradually encroaching on the line, and with heavy rains the swamp is flooded. A deviation can bo made from 
46 miles to 41 miles by straightening the line passing west of tlie lagoon and west of the swamp and round the head of 
Finneman’s Creek.

Skinner's Creek will he crossed much higher and the unsightly curves dispensed with ; it will make a licttcr line and 
about 66 chains shorter. Between 36 miles aud 33 tlie line can also be shortened and improved. Corindi Creek should 
be crossed about 15 to 20 chains higher up. The crossing of Half-way Creek will be Improved by introducing reverse curves.

At 19 miles the curve should be reversed.
At 14J miles by flattening the curve a better section, easier grade, and lighter works can be got.
Prom this point to South Grafton great improvement can be made ; there is no need to cross tho road so many times, 

and the curves can be reduced very much. At 5 miles flatter curves can be used, aud there is no need to cross the range or 
road at this place. Provision should he made for a station here.

The deviation into South Grafton should be from about 2 miles, crossing Musk Creek near Foley’s and running to 
the pound-yards, with provision for station arrangements and also for continuation of the line to Glen times. It need not 
connect immediately with the staked line, but can join it further on ; it can also be so laid out that if necessary it will skirt 
alongside the flooded ground south and west of the Clarence River to a suitable crossing place at Watei-vicw, about 6 miles 
from North Grafton.

Iforpetk via Seaham and Bulladelah.

If this line is adopted very considorahle improvements cau be made in finally staking out. The rlirection is fairly good 
for the easiest line ; but a great number of impossible curves require striking out. The section will not be improved ; hut 
the present, line approaches to contouring without regard to angles or reverse curves.

The approach to the Karnah River is very bad, and an alteration must be made. The reverse curves are not neces
sary. The object appears to he to get high ground and avoid a lagoon, but, as the high ground is below flood-level, it will 
probably bo no worse for the line to cross the lagoon and get a better approach to the river. Both Saltwater Creek and the 
Karuah River are tidal, and the teredo must be provided against.

The line, if adopted, will require slight alterations all the wav to the Myall River at Bulladelah. The main range 
especially should he well cross-sectioued before the tunnels are finally fixed.

The Myall River should be crossed about half a chain lower down. It will give more room for a proposed road- 
bridge. The whole of Mr. Mansfield’s work will require the absurd reverse curves rectifying.

At 20i miles the line can be improved and shortened. The cutting can he made verv light (from 19 miles to 15 miles 
the works are very heavy, including tunnel 825 yards in length). The portion between 19 miles and 1'7 miles 30 chains 
should be well tried. I think the line cau be shortened, and the sidelings cannot be much worse than at present, and 
although the line crosses at the lowest part of the range it may still be possible to get a safer, and ultimately cheaper, line 
by avoiding the sidelings, and making a longer tunnel. The ascent up one watercourse and descent down another with such 
steep sides, and either big diversions of the creeks or large waterways to be provided, must entail heavy cost, aud at tho 
same time in this broken formation be far from safe. Therefore, a more extended examination is absolutely necessary 
lieforc the final survey is made, I may state that during my examination of this portion the weather was very bad, and 
from the unfavourable opinion I formed of tbe comparative utility of making this line I did not spend my time by going 
over it a second time to find out what minor improvements could bo made in the final survey.

Jfnrpelh via Seaham, Clarence Town, and Stroud.

The crossing of Bnrnim and Stoney Creeks can both be improved. They are both tidal, and liable to heavy floods.
The Williams River at Clarence Town should be crossed 6 or 7 chains nearer the road-bridge. It will give a 

shorter crossing. The river is tidal, and the teredo bad.
I think a shorter line can be got from Clarence Town to Stroud than the one staked, with no heavier works: this line 

having been made to connect with tlie through line to Seaham too soon. The direction is not good. It should go through 
Black’s Camp and join near Booral. The crossing of Limchurners’ Creek can he improved and shortened.

At 22 miles it will be advisable to divert the main road, and from 19 miles to 17 miles 20 chains, if the line is kept 
nearer the road, it will give a better section.

At 12 miles a flatter curve will be an improvement.
At
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At Stroud tlie line should he diverted so as to cross Mill Creek lower down. This will give a much better and shorter 
crossing, and the station can be placed so as to interfere loss with the buildings, and by present existing roads can have two 
entrances, ....

After leaving Stroud, and arriving at Johnson’s Creek,, the watercourse might be followed up tb its head, where it is 
known as Ward’s llivcr, where it could join the line to (lloucester from Dungog. It would be more direct, and as good a 
section cotaa the nresent one. From this onward is the Jins previously referred to as from Maitland, via Gloucester, to 
Wingham, THOMAS R. FIRTH.

. No. 75.
Minute Paper.

• Ruhject:—North Const Railway (Mr. firth's Report).
Department of Public Works, Railway Construction Branch,

Sydney, 27 February, 1890.
Mr. RrnTii’s report is in two parts. The first, or report proper, deals with the question of the railway 
generally, and the second contains observations on the location of the line in detail, and will be of service 
when giving instructions to the surveyors who revise the present surveys 

Tho North Coast line seems naturally to fall into three sections :—■
1. Between the Hunter and the Manning.
2. Prom the Manning to CofE’s Harbour. '
3. From CofE's Harbour to Grafton.

Section No. 2.—Between the Manning aud Coff's Harbour there are no rival routes to be considered, 
and the trial survey practically represents the best line. The country generally is fairly good. Some very 
good land exists on the river fla-tp, particularly on the Macleay and Bellinger, and the railway would he 
au easy one to construct were it not for the river aud creek crossings, which will add largely to the cost. 

Section No. 1.—Between the Hunter and tbe Manning tho surveys follow two main rojutes:
No. 1 starts from Morpeth and proceeds'?;(« Seaham, Bullsdcllah, and Larry’s Flat to Wingham.
No. 2 starts from Maitland rJa Patterson, Dungog and Gloucester. Larry s Flat and Wingham. ^ 

There is also a connecting line between these two, commencing at Seaham, on No. 1, passing 
through Stroud, aud joining No. 2 between Dungog and Gloucester. _ _

In addition to these, Mr. W. IT. Holmes has recommended a line which passes through the same 
district as No. 2 but seems to avoid all townships, and on that account is not recommended. _

Mr, Firth has examined a deviation at the farther end of No. 2, starting from Gloucester, proceeding 
down the Barrington, and crossing the Manning 15 miles above tbe surveyed crossing. ^ ^

With regard to the two main routes, it appears that although the construction of No. 1. may 
probably be cheaper than that of No. 2, there are these serious ob jections to it, viz.: that the Hunter 
must be crossed at a point where it is navigable, and the traffic would be blocked unless such an unobjem 
tionable structure as an opening bridge were built ; river traffic at Seaham would be interfered with for 
the same reason ; and the country generally that the line passes through is poor, with only a few small 
patches of really good land, . . .

No. 2 route starts from West Maitland and crosses the Hunter above navigation; it should 
proceed by Campbell's Hill and span the Hunter at Oakhampton. The rivers Paterson, Hunter, Williams, 
and Karua are crossed more easily than on the route No. 1, and navigation is not interfered with. If the 
cost of the line is greater than that of No. I, it has the advantage of serving towns which are already of 
some importance, and it passes through country of tho best'description, and will give better traffic 
returns. No. 2 route, therefore, iu general direction is to be recommended for adoption. .

As before mentioned, Mr. Firth proposes a deviation from this route after leaving Gloucester. 
From that point the line would follow down the Barrington and cross the Manning 15 miles higher than 
the present surveyed line. From an engineering point of view this alteration would, .1. have no doubt, be 
a great improvement, and tlie traffic returns would be better, ns the railway would tap the good land 
which exists on the Maiming above Wingham. This deviation will be surveyed as soon as surveyors can 
bo spared to send into this district, which will probablv soon be the case.

Section No. 3.—Between Goffs Harbour and Grafton, Mr. Firth proposes a deviation from tho 
present line so as to follow down the Orara Valley. T am of opinion that even in the event of the cost 
proving greater, the Orara route would be the best, as the country along it is superior in character. Part 
of this deviation is now under survey in connection with the line from Guyra to Gralton.

Mr. Firth makes some recommendations in regard to the Grafton terminus, and shows how the 
site of the latter may be determined so as at some future date to facilitate the connection by rail with 
Glen Innes, and with the Grafton to Tweed line. These observations are of much value, and will bo 
duly taken into consideration when fixing the position of the terminus at South Grafton.

J ° _____ H. DEANE.
Sketch plan, with the routes marked thereon, wanted by Minister.—,T.B., 1/3/90. Map here

with.—W.H.Q., 11/3/90. Under Secretary.

No. 95.
Memorandum to The Acting Engineer-in-Chief.

Subject:—North Coast Railway.
Engineer-in-Chief’s Office, Sydney, 30 .Tune, 1891.

I bsq to report on the proposed North Coast railway', Maitland to the Manning River, Parliamentary 
plans, sections, books of reference, and estimate of which will be forwarded to you as soon as they 
are ready. ^ _ ,

'The route for this proposed line leaves the Great Northern railway at 20 miles 57 chains from 
Newcastle, and crossing the Hunter River at 24 miles 50 chains, follows up the valley of the Paterson 
River, which it crosses at 33 miles at the township of Paterson. At 37 miles the Merari Creek valley is 
followed up to the IVallarobba Range, at 42 miles 20 chains, winch is pierced by a tunnel 327 yards in 
length. The road to Dungog is now followed to 48 miles, after which the survey runs up.the valley of 
the Williams River to Dungog at 53 miles. At 54 miles 7 chains this river is crossed, the line adjoining 
the Dungog aud Stroud Roads to 57 miles 40 chains. The course of Cherry-tree Creek is then taken up
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to the Monkerai "Range, to cross which a tunnel 617 yards in length will be required. "Beyond this rano-e 
the line enters the drainage area of the Karuah River, the bed of which is reached at 66'miles IB chains 
by the valley of the Ramstation Greek, which is crossed in three places, viz., at 63 miles, 63 miles 14 chains, 
and 65 miles 31 chains. After crossing the Gloucester Road, Johnson’s Creek is close!i followed up lo 
its junction wilh "Ward’s River, at 74 miles 53 chains, which is crossed at this point; tho line then takes 
the east side of the river, recrossmg it at 76 miles 45 chains, and crossing the Gloucester Hoad at 77 milos 
73 chains^ follows the west side of it along and past the Avon River, which is passed at 84 miles G chains. 
.The low ridge between the Avon and Gloucester Rivers is then taken, and passing through the township 
of Gloucester at 91 miles 13 chains, and tho Avon near its junction with the Gloucester River at 93 miles 
13 chains. Skirting the foot of a high ridge, (he line strikes the Barrington River at its confluence with 
the Gloucester, and thence following generally the course of the Barrington River m a north-westerly 
direction, meets another high ridge at 95 miles 53 chains. At this point the river turns sharply to the 
north, and the route leaving it some 2 miles to the west, traverses some broken country until it meets 
Tugrabakh Creek at 96 miles 53 chains Tbe line now follows a high range, which breaks off 
abruptly in the river at a point known as the Tugrabakh Hill. Rising by easy grades over the range 
at its lowest point, at about 97 mites 63 chains, the railtvay crosses Little Ghanghad Creek, and, following 
it down in a northerly direction, meets the Barrington again at a point whore another high range", 
bearing almost east and west, runs into it. A short tunnel will be required at 99 miles 73 chains.

I Onwards, tho line follows the river, which takes a sharp bend to the rvest, contours round the 
ranges, and slopes down to fairly level country at 101 miles 13 chains. From here the course of 
the Barrington is closely adhered to, crossing a very high bluff at 103 miles 23 chains. At 107 miles 33 
chains the river is left, the line bearing away in an easterly direction, and crossing a low gap in the range 
dividing the drainage of the Barrington River and Baker’s Creek, following the latter northwards, crossing 
it at 109 miles 79 chains. It then follows its east bank down to its junction with the Manning, and, after 
skirting the south bank of this river, crosses it at 112 miles 13 chains, about a quarter of a mile below its 
confluence with "WAshpool Creek.

The route then takes a northerly direction towards the main road to the Upper Manning, thence 
almost due east, running generally parallel to aud crossing it twice, until Charity Creek is reached at 119 
miles 23 chains, about 1 chain south of the road bridge. Just beyond this the line again crosses the 
main, road, and makes a detour to tho north, to avoid deep sideling ground near Rocky Falls Creek, 
meeting the main road again at 119 miles 29 chains at Big Hill Gap. From this gap the route follows 
along the northern side of the main road, which it intersects at 124 miles 45 chains, and taking a southerlv 
direction, crosses "Dingo Creek at 124 miles 71 chains. Thence bearing away in a northerly direction, 
rccrossing the road and running along it, it enters the township of Wingham close to the pound-yard. 
After passing through some town allotments the route crosses Cedar Party Creek at 127 miles 39 chains, 
at about 2() chains north of the road bridge, Wingham to Taree. It now follows the main road, crossing 
it at 129 miles 45 chains, bearing in a south-easterly direction to 132 miles 13 chains, and skirting tho 
Walla Hill, The line then bears easterly in a fairly straight direction to the junction of the Walla, 
Wingham, and Taree roads, crossing the latter at 132 miles 40 chains. It then bears south-easterly to 
134 miles 43 chains near Taree township, where the line terminates at 134 miles 44 chains 35 links.

Owing to this line being within about 30 miles of the coast, and the rough nature of the country, 
the larger bridges and tunnels are numerous. Besides the Hunter, Paterson, Williams, Karuah, Avon 
(which is twice crossed), and Manning Rivers, for which large bridges are required, there are no less than 
thirty-seven smaller bridges over »0 feet in length, some of which, such as those over Ramstation Creek, 
Ward’s River (two crossings), Tugrabakh, creeks between 104 and 105 miles and 10G to 107 miles, 
Baker’s, Charity, Rocky Falls, Dingo, and Cedar Partv Creeks, will be of very considerable dimensions, 
some as regards height aud others as to length. '

Tunnelling will be necessary at 42 miles 20 chains, 54 miles 15 chains, 99 miles G2 chains, 105 miles 
17 chains, 118 miles 5 chains, and 1L9 miles 25 chains, the aggregate length of which will be 1,577 lineal 
yards.

The earthworks are generally heavy.
Thirteen stations are provided, five of which accommodate tho townships of Paterson, Dunmnq 

Gloucester, Wingham, and Taree, and eight the districts between them. 5 3
The ruling grade is 1 in 60, and the sharpest curves are 12 chains radius, with 4 chains straight 

between reserves.
Good timber, chieflv ironbark and mahogany, is plentiful as far as Wingham; beyond this it is- 

nearly exhausted, but can be obtained at the head of Cedar Party Creek.
_ Rock ballast is obtainable up to the Gloucester River, where granite and diorite are intermixed 

with the sandstone, beyond which the gravel of the river beds, which are numerous, must be relied on.
Clay for bricks is generally available on the first 70 miles, and also between Wingham and Tareo
Permanent water is plentiful throughout.
Ihe soil between Maitland and Paterson and through the Australian Agricultural Company’s 

Estate, from 60 miles to the Manning River at 112 miles 13 chains, and along both banks of the Manning 
above Wingham, especially the latter, where it is very rich, is good for agricultural purposes. However, 
it is mostly used for pastoral purposes at present, and entirely so through the Company's grant.

Beyond Wingham the soil is generally suitable tor grazing only.
C. O. BURGE.

No. 103.
Memorandum to The Engineer-in-Chief for Railways.

Maitland to the Manning. .
Department of Public Works, Railway Construction Branch,

Engineer-in-Chief's Office, Sydney, 3 September, 1891. 
Herewith, as verbally requested, I forward estimates of the above, divided into three sections, viz.:—

1. West Maitland to Dungog.
2. Dungog to Gloucester.
3. Gloucester to Taree. C. 0. BURGE.

. Amount
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Amount per mile requlred.-H.D., 7/9/91. Not quite complete yet. Mr. Holmes-Please 
Pave outer columns showing cost per mile added and made to agree with the aggregate. J-H. Mr. 
jinrire,—Also, please send summary of the through estimate, lYest Maitland to Jaree. None.
€. 0. Buuci:. . “ ^ M ; y.

Estimates for Single Lme.
Section 1.—West Maitland to Dungog; length, 32 miles 63 chains; estimated cost, £382,869,

Section 2.—Dungog to Gloucester; length, 39 miles 40 chains: estimated cost, £419,519, or
^^’^Sectiou13°—Gloucester to Taree; length, 41 miles 30 chains 80 links; estimated cost, £576,537, 

or £13.931 per mile. Total for the whole line, £1,378,925.
Engineer-in-Chief s Office, Public Works Department.

Sydney, 29 August, 1891._____________________________

No. 104.
Minute Paper..

Department of Public Works, Pail wav Construction Branch. Sydney, 11 September, 1891.
.-—North Coast Railway—Maitland to Taree. .

iHWFlhc honor to forward herewith, for the information of the Railway Commissioners, tracings of 
•plan in three parts, tracings of section in three parts, diagram map. together with estimato_ in taree 
■sections, and three copies of printed description of the proposed Norlh Coast Railway Extension, West 
Itaitknd to Taree, and request that they may be returned to this office when done with.

Commissioners.—II.D., B.C., 15/9/91. 
the Commissioners, 11/12/91.

One month, 3/11/91.
H. DEANE. 

Mr. Harper's report is before

Sir, 29 September, 1891. 
first section of the NorthWith reference to your inquiry relative to the inspection of the 

Coast railway by the Commissioners, 1 am directed to say that the Commissioners have arranged for the 
‘ ‘ ' ' 0f their principal officers preparatory to their inspection, and this officer willline to be gone over by one _ .

leave Sydney for that purpose in a few days.
The Under Secretary, Public Worlrs Department, Sydney.

I have, &c.,
H. McLACHLAX, 

Secretary.

Neon'll Coast Raii.wat.—West Maitland to Tahee.
Description.

Tins line starts at a point on the Great Northern line west of West Maitland Station, distance 20 miles 
57 chains from Newcastle ; thence it takes a northerly direction crossing the Hunter Hirer at 24 miles 
30 chains, passing through the township of Paterson at 33 miles ; thence crossing the Paterson River at 
33 miles 25 chains ; thence following the valley of that river up to the Mirnri Creek ; thence in a north- 
■easterlv direction, crossing the WaJlarobba Range at 42 miles 30 chains by a tunnel; thence continuing 
in the same direction until it reaches Maxwell's Creek ; thence in a northerly direction to Dungog at 55£ 
miles- thence crossing the Williams River at 5L miles 5 chains; thence in a north-easi erly direction, 
passing by a tunnel through the Monkerai Range at 5!) miles 30 chains ; thence in the same direction to 
a crossing of Ihe Karua River at 65 miles 14 chains, the northern side of which will.be the nearest point 
for a station for Stroud (which is distant about 6 miles) ; thence traversing the valley of Johnstone’s 
Creek and the Ward River in an almost due northerly direction, and crossing the Avon Creek at 84 miles 
<5 chains to Gloucester, which is reached about 92 miles; thence crossing the Avon again near its junction 
with the Gloucester River ; thence following the valley of the Barrington passing tlirough short tunnels at 
99 miles 63 chains and 1.03 miles 23 chains to about 1081 miles, whence it crosses over in an easterly 
direction to the valley of Baker’s Creek; thence following down this creek to a crossing of the Maiming 
River at 112 irilcs 20 chains; thence traversing the north bunk of this river in an easterly direction to 
Wingham, passing this township at 127 miles 30 chains, passing through short tunnels at 118 miles 10 
chains and 119 miles 27 chains, and crossing Dingo Creek, an important tributary of the banning, at 
124 miles 70 chains; thence in an easterly direction to Taree to its termination at 134 miles 44 chains.

The greater part of the country passed through, although of a very broken and undulating 
character (making the line expensive to construct), is a good quality of grazing land, and the river lia-ts 
are suitable for'cultivation. The roughest portion of the Hue is from Gloucester down the Barrington 
and for some miles on the northern side of the Manning.

Stone suitable for ballast can be obtained along the route, tho mountain ranges m the vicinity ot 
the Avon, Gloucester, and Barrington being composed of quartzite.

Ironbark timber suitable for sleepers and girders can he got along the line, notably about 73 miles. 
The general direction of the line is about as short as can he obtained, taking into consideration it goes 
through fairly c,ood country the whole way, crosses the main rivers above their navigable points, and 
picks up the greatest number of important townships, notably, Paterson, Dungog, Wingham, and Taree.

29 August, 1891. ■
Estimates for Single Line—Length, 113 miles 53 chains 80 linJcs.

Section 1—West Maitland to Dungog; length. 32 miles 63 chains; estimated cost, £382,869,
or £1E6|77 pc ^ tQ 0iou(;csteT ; length, 39 miles 40 chains; estimated cost, £419,519, or

£10’6~L'crion S6—Gloucester to Taree; length. 41 miles 30 chains 80 links; estimated cost, £576,537, 

or £13.931 per mile. Total for the whole line, £1,378,925.
Engineer-in-Chief s Office, PubUc Works Department,

Svdney, 29 August, 1891._________________ _
No. 112.
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No. 112.
The Secretary, Railway Commissioners, to The Under Secretary for Public Works.

North Coast Line.
Office of the Railway Commissioners of New South "Wales,

Sir, Sydney, 21 December, 1S91.
"With reference to the request that the Railway Commissioners would report upon the 

proposal for the construction of the North Coast line, "West Maitland to Taree (estimated cost 
£1,378,923), I am directed to say that the matter has been carefully inquired into, a responsible Railway 
officer having gone over the route proposed, but there would appear to bo no prospect of the line for 
many years being remunerative. As the personal inspection of the proposed line by the Commissioners 
would involve much loss of time and espouse, and it is probable tbe Grovcrnment may determine to 
postpone the matte;' for the present, I return the papers herewith, and shall be glad of further advice.

I have, &c.,
II. McLACHLAN,

. --------- Secretary.
Submitted.—J.B., 22/12/91. Seen.—W.J.L., 24/12/91. Put witli papers.—J.B.

No. 121.
Minute Paper.

Subject:—Deputation—The proposed North Coast Railway.
Department of Public Works, Sydney, 21 October, 1892.

A DEPPrATroN', representing all the coastal districts between Sydney and the Queensland Border, 
consisting of Messrs, J. II. Toung, H. McKinnon, McParlane, Hart, Gar van, Stevenson, Dangar. Bowes, 
and Perry, M’s.P., waited upon tho Minister to-day to urge tho submission of tho proposal for tbo 
construction of the first section of the North Coast railway to the Public Works Committee, Mr. 
Ruthven, of the North, and Mr. Heywood, Mayor of Port Macquarie, wore also amongst those present.

Mr. Youcro said the deputation desired to impress upon the Government the great necessity for 
the construction of the North Coast railway, so as to establish direct communication between Sydney 
and Queensland. Ho need hardly point out that the present route tised was a three-cornered one ; while 
he believed the line they asked the Minister to consider would reduce the distance between Sydney and 
Brisbane by about 150 miles on the present route. He pointed out that all along the north coast there 
were large centres of population ; that the soil was so rich and the rainfall so regular that the coastal 
districts would make homes for millions of people; that population would increase much more rapidly 
than it was doing it the railway were constructed; and that the transmission of produce by sea was found 
to be dearer in many cases than it would be by rail—where entraucc to harbours and rivers was bad. 
Either from Port Macquarie, the Manning, or the Richmond the expense of sending goods by water was 
more expensive than it would be by rail. The residents of the coastal districts had for many years past 
paid their fair share for the construction of lines in other parts of tlie country ; but the benefit they 
received was only indirectly felt. He desired to point out that, under the system which the Minister was 
introducing in the Public Works Act—namely,"an improved betterment principle—the cost of the line 
would be small. The deputation thought it would be better for the whole line to be submitted to the Public 
Works Committee, instead of in sections, so that they should see the advantage the line would he to the 
country, although they did not ask that it should all bo undertaken at ones. It should be placed before 
ihe Public Works Committee as a great national trunk line between Sydney and the North. This lino 
would for one thing save an ascent of 5,000 feet over Ben Lomond. A great deal had been said against 
the line because it would pass through tho large estate owned by the A. A.. Company ; but, if tho amendment 
to the Public Works Act was passed, improving the lines of the betterment principle, the cost in respect 
of that matter would not be very large to the country, as the A. A. Company would have to pay for the 
increased value given to their property by the construction of the line.

Mr. McKinnon, Mr. Dangar, Mr. Hart, Air. Stevenson, and Mr. Ruthven also spoke in support of 
the submission of the proposal to the Public Works Committee ; and it was represented that the residents 
of tbe districts interested were willing to sink all diiferenccs as to the route of the railway, aud leave 
everything in the hands of the Government.

The Mi-NisTiiii, in replying, said the proposal of the deputation appeared to be rather in opposition 
to the sentiments recently expressed by Sir George Dibbs, as well as his own, concerning curtailment of 
loan expenditure. It must be understood that it would be practically impossible to undertake this line 
with any probability of completing it under many years. He had obtained a rough estimate of the cost of 
the proposed line, and, so far, it was put down at about one and a quarter millions to take it to Taree. 
The distance from Taree to Graffou was 200 miles, and that would mean another two millions of money, 
so that it would cost three and a quarter millions to take the line to Grafton. They might allow £700,000 
for the section from Grafton to Lismore. and, altogether, the line would cost about four millions, as 
there were a great many bridges to construct; so that the deputation would see how useless it would be 
to expect tho line to be constructed for a considerable time. Personally, he was in favour of the line, and 
had, six years ago, expressed himself so, and did what lay in his power to assist in the survey, which survey 
was now practically completed. There was one thing which made him hesitate before recommending the 
line as a whole (and be thought it would be better that it should be submitted us a whole, to disclose the 
merits of the proposal and decide upon the general policy; it could afterwards be constructed in sections 
annually), because one’s action was so likely to be misunderstood. If he were to submit this line at 
the present t.hnoto the House, they would find the morning and other papers denouncing it as extravagance. 
If the line were submitted, he would have to make it clearly understood beforehand that it was submitted 
as a whole simply to establish the principle of its construction, and that only a certain amount would be 
spent each year — extending, perhaps, over a period of ten to fifteen years—in the construction of the line 
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by degrees. "Roughly speaking, to complete the line in ten years would mean an expenditure of £400,000 per 
year. He was pleased to hear Mr. Young support the betterment principle embodied in the new Bill, 
providing for the area in the neighbourhood of such works being assessed on a graduated scale. The ease 
of tbe North Coast railway was one in which the principle would apply admirably, as, for one thing, the 
A.A. Company, through whose land the line would pass, would be called upon to contribute towards its 
cost in return for the increased Taluo which the line would give to their property. He thought, when 
the amendment passed {he had every hope that it would pass), that it would be a great step towards this 
and other lines being submitted to the Public Yforks Committee. He would not think of submitting tbe 
proposal before that amendment was passed. Beferring to comparisons made^ as to water and overland 
carriage, the Minister said he was rather inclined to join issue with Mr. Young in his statement that water 
carriage was not cheaper thaii railway carriage. He always thought that where they had such water 
carriage as on the northern coast, railway carriage must be dearer; but the great aim was to get produce 
to market quickly, and he could well understand that it was a matter of great importance to have certain 
produce in the market by a certain time to meet certain sales, whilst water carriage was unreliable as to 
the length of time it would take. As regarded the richness of the soil through which the line would pass, 
he thought it scarcely worth while to try to impress the fact upon anyone, as it was generally recognised 
that the soil was cxcelleut. He knew it would carry millions of people in time. One argument in support 
of ihe proposal bad been that the people of the coast had contributed towards the construction of lines in 
other parts of the Colony u ithout being benefited. He did not think that deserved too great consideration. 
The residents ou tlie coast had the advantage of water communication, while the people in the interior had 
not, and tlie latter therefore deserved first consideration. With reference to the route of the iine, he 
miedit tell them that the surveyors bad been instructed to obtain the best possible, and he thought they 
were judicious in saying that they must leave that matter entirely in the hands of their engineers. He 
would consult the Cabinet on the matter, because it was a very important question. The principal 
trouble was money, deferring to Loan expenditure, tho Minister said he would set his face against any 
Loan Funds being expended on any works but railways and bridges.

Put with tho other papers. Let Mr. Beano see.—J.B., 24/10/92. Seen.—H.D., 31/10/92.

No. 124.
Memorandum to The Engineer-in-Chief.

North Coast—Taree to Kempsey.
Department of Public "Works, Railway Construction Branch,

Engineer-in-Chief’s Office, Sydney, 23 May, 1893.
I Dico to forward, herewith, general report with diagram map, and estimate, of above with abstract. .

This length begins near Taree at 134 miles 43 chains 4V5 links from Newcastle, this figure being a 
corrected one by a reduction of 93'5 links from that entered as the termination of the Maitland to Taree 
section, in the general report of that length, Bs. 91-335, it being found, on subsequent revision of plans, 
that this correction, due to deviations, was necessary. _ _ _ ... ,

The line crosses the main road to Port Macquarie at 134 miles 53 chains, and adjoins it to Brown’s 
Creek, which is passed over at 135 miles 9 chains. Tho road from Wingham and Taree to Cundletown is crossed 
at 135 miles 33 chains, and undulating country is intersected to Dawson .River at 137 miles 20 chains. 
Some low ridges are now crossed and also the Port Macquarie Bead at 140 miles, Sundial and Pontobark 
Creek being cut near it, on each side. This road is now followed, being twice crossed, at 143 miles 65 
chains and 144 miles 21 chains, the Lansdowne River being proposed to be bridged close after the last 
crossing. .

The line, which had, up to this point, a generally northerly bearing, here trends to the east, following 
down the river for about 5 miles, to avoid a high ridge, in the course of which Saltwater and Koolah 
Creeks are crossed at 145 miles 50 chains, and 146 miles 40 chains. _ _ ^

At Two-mile Creek, at 152 miles, the line partly recovers its general direction, bearing N.N.-E., 
crossing the main Port Macquarie Road at 153 miles, and then passing through low-lying land about a mile 
east of Moorfield. Pipeclay Creek is crossed near 155 miles, and the main road is adjoined from 156 miles 
20 chains to 157 miles 60 chains. John's, also called Stewart’s, Hiver is to be bridged at 160 miles 25 
chains, and the line again adjoins the main road at 160 miles 40 chains, following it closely to 165 miles 
aud crossing it there, having previously left Watson Taylor's Lake on the cast, and curving up the valley 
of Camden Haven River westerly from 164 miles to 106 miles 40 chains, closely skirts the river at 165 
miles 40 chains. The river is crossed at 168 miles 12 chains, above head of navigation close to the pro
posed township of Kendall. The Port Macquarie Road is crossed at 169 miles 52 chains, aud followed at 
a varying distance of about a quarter of a mile to near Heron’s Creek, where, at 172 miles, it is again 
crossed and left to the right hand, the creek crossing being at 172 miles 23 chains. The line, which still 
keeps its general northerly bearing as it does from the Camden Haven to the Wilson River, 24 miles 
northward, now rises from Heron's Creek along a spur of the Broken Bago Range, surmounting the 
latter about at 175 miles 14 chains. King's Creek is now followed down on the northern side of Die 
range, the creek being crossed four times between tlie summit and 178 miles. At the next mile fairly 
level country is mot with, and the line is fixed through the rising township of Wauchope to suit the 
alignments of the streets, and the station requirements, crossing the main road from Port Macquarie to 
New England at 181 miles 51 chains. __ _ ....

Immediately after passing the township, the river Hastings is crossed at 182 miles 6 chains with 
its flood channels also local roads nt 1S3 miles 20 chains, 1S4 miles 34 chains, and 186 miles, the hue 
making a detour between the two latter points to avoid rising ground, Stony Creek being crossed at 
ISO miles 15 chains. Some ridgy country is now traversed to a second creek called Saltwater at 188 miles 
32 chains, and the Wilson River is reached at 192 miles 10 chains.

Erom here the railway bears north-easterly, following down tbe left,bank of the river till near its 
confluence with the Maria River aud Cooperabung Creek, passing over latter at 195 miles 28 chains, after 
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haYing crossed the main Port Macquarie to Kempsey Bead at 193 miles 40 chains. About half a mile 
beyond the creeh the northerly direction is resumed, ridgy country being now encountered. Smith’s 
Creek, Piper’s Creek, Maria Hirer, and Scrubby Creek are successively passed at 202 miles 10 chains, 203 
miles 15 chains, 207 miles 0 chains, and 207 miles 68 chains, from whence the ascent is made to the water
shed between the Hastings and the Macleay at 209 miles 40 chains.

Tbe Boat Harbour Creek valley is adopted for tbe fall to the Macleay, the main road being 
crossed at 211 miles, 60 chains, about half a mile south of the junction of the proposed amended Trial 
Bay survey at 212 miles 17 chains 40'5 links.

Tlie river is crossed at 212 miles 45 chains, close to the Hue of the original survey, and, after 
crossing Bel grave-street, the Kempsey station ground is entered nearly parallel to Kemp-street.

The choice of station site is fully referred to in report, E. in C. 92/3,966, and that of the bridge site, 
which then awaited result of borings, has been selected as the most direct; and this is now confirmed by 
those results which are more favourable to tbe crossing now adopted, than to that suggested at Central 
Kempsey.

This section of the "North Coast railway ends at the north end of Kempsey station ground, at 213 
miles 26'895 chains from Newcastle, being a length of 7S miles 63‘48 chains.

The maximum gradient isl in 70, and sharpest curve 12 chains radius. It was expected, 92/3,966, 
that the 1 in 70 grade could only be got up to the Hastings; but the completion of the survey, since that 
report was written, shows that this grade can he obtained up to Kempsey. H was mentioned in that 
report that the alteration of one short grade between Wingham and Taree, now 1 iu 62, to 1 in 70, could 
be made without much extra cost. If that is done, and as about 24 miles of the next length north of 
Kempsey is ruled by 1 in 70, a length of about 100 miles will thus be under (hat limit.

The works generally, as far as earthwork and culverts and small bridges are concerned, are of 
medium character. One tunnel of 92 lin. yards is necessary, however, at 177 miles 20 chains, which is on 
the heaviest portion of the line. The proximity to- the coast of this length renders some large river 
bridges unavoidable, the mileage cost of these being over £1,000. The Dawson, Lansdowne, .lolm’s, 
Camden Haven, Hastings, Wilson, and Macleay Elvers have to be bridged; and, up to date, the borings are 
ouly complete of some of those—viz., Dawson (of which the borings on the original line, not far off, are 
assumed to be applicable), Wilson, and Macleay, with its alternative Central Kempsey crossing.

In all the tidal rivers, piles must be protected from the teredo, &c., and this is provided for in the 
estimate.

Main line, 71^-lb. rails are provided for.
Stations are allotted at suitable places, averaging about 8^- miles apart, Kendall and Wauchope 

being the principal intermediate ones.
Ballast, sandstone, soil suitable for bricks, and good timber—including ironbark, tallow-wood, black- 

butt, and mahogany—are fairly plentiful along the line. Water, as in all the Coast Districts, is practically 
unlimited m quantity.

The formation of country throughout is volcanic or alluvial, and the greater portion traversed is 
forest land, with dense undergrowth of but small value for agricultural purposes ; the remainder, however, 
is alluvial brush laud of high fertility along the banks of the rivers. The latter is extensive on the coast 
side of the line, narrowing up inland, the Manning, Hastings, and Macleay being tho valleys which are 
more largely under cultivation,. Tbe conditions of the bars of all the navigable rivers render their use as 
outlets generally uncertain.

Except for the produce of these valleys, timber-getting is the chief industry.
The valley of the Macleay between Kempsey and tbe sea is extraordinarily rich and, for this 

country, closely populated—Mr. Price, in his report on tho Trial Bay line, giving the number of the 
inhabitants of the valley as 7,280 in 1891. Nearly 25,000 acres were under maize cultivation, 20,000 
bushels per week being sent away during the season ; while the export of swine and other products is very 
considerable. Drainage would still further increase production and population ; and this valley would no 
doubt provide a considerable passenger, as well as goods, traffic.

A very considerable quantity of Crown lands exist in the districts traversed.
----------------- - C. O. BURGE.

NbfiTii Coast Rau.wat—Taeee to Rempkht.

Estijiated Cost of a single line of railway. Main line, 73 miles 63'4S chains; sidings, 2 miles 54'318 chains.
Total, 81 miles 37'798 chains.

Description.

Excavations ..,.................. .............................................
Culverts............................................................................
Timber bridges ................................................................
Larger bridges ...............................................................
Over-bridges ....................................................................
Level crossings ................................... .............................
Diversions of roads .........................................................
Tunnel No. J—length, 02 lift, yards..............................
Permanent-way and ballasting .....................................
Permanent-way materials .............................................
Station works .................................................................
Station buildings .............................................................
Water supplies.....................-..........................................
Fencing ............................................................................
Signals................................................................................
Miscellaneous....................................................................

Cost of works....................................................
Engineering and contingencies, 124 per cent.

Total cost....................................

Average per mile > .

Estimated Cost. Average per 
mile.

£ s„ d. £ 9. d.
188JG2 10 0 2,396 0 0

14,065 0 0 178 0 0
59,115 0 10 750 0 0
85,127 14 0 1,080 0 0
2,384 7 6 30 0 0
8,910 0 0 113 0 0

457 10 0 6 0 0
4,300 0 0 54 0 0

94,244 18 6 1,196 0 0
75,602 16 6 9.58 0 0
10,611 17 6 134 0 0
12,256 0 0 155 0 0
3,000 0 0 38 0 0

22,703 10 0 288 0 0
5,580 0 0 71 0 0

201 0 0 3 0 0

587,222 5 4
73,402 15 8 932 0 0

660,625 1 0

........................... £ 8,384 5 2
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No.-125.v . .
Memorandum to The Engineer-in-Chief.

North Coast Railway—Kempsey to Coff's Harbour.
Department of Public Works, Railway Construction Branch, ^

Engineer-in-Chief's Office, Sydney, August, 1893.
In continuation of Rs. 93-167,1 now forward estimate, abstractof ditto, diagram, plan, and report herewith
-of gection t jna at 213 mile 26'895 chains from Newcastle, at north end of Kempsey station
ground, the line running parallel, except for a short detour in_ the 215th mile, to Kemp-street, on 
its east side, to 2t5 miles 65 chains, crossing Christmas Creek at this point. The road to Erederickton, on 
the Lower Macleav, is passed on the level at 216 miles 75 chains, and crossing the range at 21v miles 2b 
■chains, between the last-mentioned creek and the Clybucca Swamps, the line is about a quarter o± a mile 
west of the main north road, which is crossed at 219 miles 16 chains. n ■

The e<i<m of the Clybucra Swamp is now generally skirted tor several miles, Inal Ray Creek being 
crossed at 22o"miles 78 chains, and Tan Ban Creek at 22-1 miles 25 chains. Tbe main road, which up to 
this, is not far off on the west, here diverging north by west, the lino bearing north by east up to 227 
miles The line then takes a rectangular bend, and is more tortuous, being m rougher country, for some 
miles. The drainage area of the Nambucca is entered at 229 miles 60 chains, and the line adjoins ™ 
Creek at 233 miles 50 chains, following its east bank down, at varying distances, to its crossing at 240 
miles 21 chains, the neighbourhood of the main road being again approached at _23o miles. _ isnaky Creek 
is crossed at 241 miles 12 chains, and a north-easterly direction taken to 242 miles 50 chains, where the 
line heads for Macksville, the main road being adjoined at 242 miles. A suitable site for station gr°™d 
being intersected, the line will pass under the main road at 244 miles, close to the village. ( rossing Tilly 
Willv Creek at 244 miles 18 chains the Nambucca River is bridged at 244 miles 52 chains above head of 
general navigation, which is Macksville pier. The navigation question is dealt with m 92-3,966 and
92-4 497. . ,
’ " ’ The north arm of the Nambucca, called Bowra River, is followed up to 247 miles, where tbe line
takes a more easterly bearing, crossing at 247 miles 25 chains, the dividing range between Bowra River 
and Newrc Creek, and the latter creek at 248 miles 51: chains. Approaching the mam road at 249 miles, 
the watershed between the Nambucca and Deep Creek waters is crossed at 250 miles 20 chains at the
intersection of the Bowraville Road. i m o-n w -j-u

Cedar Creek is now descended and crossed at 251 miles 54 chains, and the T.b.Jt. Ao. 101, with 
which the Main Northern road generally coincides for some miles here, is then run along to 252 mi es 70 
chains. Deep Creek is crossed at 253 miles 67 chains, and the T.S.R, is again adjoined to 2oG miles 20
chains. skirting down Oyster Creek and up Rock Creek for about 2| miles, the line approaches
tlie ocean from which up to tlie crossing of the Bellinger River south arm at 262 miles 58_ chains it is 
not generally distant more than a quarter of a mile, crossing Hungry Creek at 2o9 miles /8 chams and 
the mam road to Bellinger Heads at 262 miles 46 chains in this interval, ,

The south arm is wide and shallow, not being navigable except for small craft and the proposed 
bridge will be about 10 chains below the road ferrv. The line now follows up the river bank which is 
very tortuous for nearly a mile, the road being between, thence across to the northern arm at 266 miles
37 chains, after passing on the left the surveyed township of Raleigh. ^ .

Tliis arm, which is the one chiefly in use for navigation, is also to be bridged close to the terry 
which is only 2 chains above, the main road having been crossed and recrossed at 266 miles 19 chams aud 
266 miles 34 chains at bank of river. The wharf is about 5 chains below bridge on the sputh bank.

The question of heading the navigation here is referred to in 92-3966 and also m 92-2443.
The main road is now close on the left for about a mile and a half, the branch roads to Bondagen 

Heads and to Pine Creek being intersected at 26S miles and at 26S miles 77 chains. The latter creek is 
•crossed at 270 miles 22 chains, and Bonville Creek at 272 miles 15 chains. The line now bears towards, 
the coast again, which it skirls closely, after passing Boambu Creek at 275 miles 5 chains for about a mile; 
then it heads straight for the surveyeitownship of Brelsford. , , p xei rr i

Here the length under report ends at 278 miles 76'39 chains at the southern bank of Coff s Harbour 
Creek formiim a total length of 65 miles 49'49 chains. Thescction includes a branch with double junction 
at 278 miles 55'70 chains and at 278 miles 76-39 chains, to Coff’s Harbour jetty, including rails to end of
pier, which,is 25 chains in length. , , „ , . • v - j.

Tlie section of this length might generally be considered of an average character, inclining to 
rather heavy work at intervals, against which may be partly set the hatter lengths near the coast. Une
tunnel only, of 132 yards, is required. t,

Xmi-rrc bridges are necessary over the Nambucca and Aortli and South Arms of the Bellingen 
Rivers while there are included several considerable timber bridges over the other creeks and rivers 
enumerated. Nearly £1,700 is included in estimate for sheathing piles exposed to sea water on 
these Near Kempsey, at Trial Bay Creek and the Nambucca, considerable lengths of ground liable to 
flood are unavoidably crossed. Eight stations, all third and fourth-class, are provided m tlie Gd| miles.

The rulirm grade is 1 in 60, but though unavoidable south of the station at 2oG miles 30 chains, 
covering 43 milw, north of that 22* miles, it might, occurring as it does in a few places only, be cut down 
to 1 in 70 on the permanent survey without large expense. , , .

The sharpest curves are 12 chains radius, and in the heavier portions they are Irequontly availed ot. 
71* lb. steel-rails are estimated. . - , ,
Eirst-class timber is to be bad throughout the district suitable for piles, girders, and sleepers

ironbark, black-butt, and tallow-wood principally. j j.nr -u.
Suitable clay for brick-making purposes can be had all along the swamps at Kempsey and at Macks

ville. .
Ballast must be chiefly from the rock ; gravel is scarce.
Water is plentiful throughout. . ^ ,
Tho country generally is of the. same character as the previous section, the valleys, which are 

generally rich in soil, being the only centres of population and agriculture, such as the Mimleay and
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Clybucca district, 'Warrel Creek, Macksville, Deep Cteek, a mining centre, and the Bellingen, the inter
mediate country being chiefly forest reserves. The only actual townships, properly so called, on or near 
the route, arc the small ones of Macksville and Pernmount. "Wilson, Ealeigh, and Bulsford are paper 
towns only,

■----------------- C. 0. BTJBG-E.

North Coast Railway.—Kempsey to Coft’s Harbour (nrci-uniso Branch and Tore to Jetty).

Estimated Cost of a single iine of railway with llj-lb. rails. Length of main line, 65 miles 4f)'497 chains; length of 
branch, 1 mile 47'95 chains; length of sidings, 2 miles 37'727 chains. Total, 69 miles 55T74 chains.

Class of Work.

Excavations ....................................................................
Culverts ............................................................................
Timber bridges ................................................................
Larger bridges, No. 3 ....................................................
Overbridges, No 4.............................................................
Level crossings. No. 137 .................................................
Diversions of roads .........................................................
Tunnel No. 1—length 132 yards .................................
Permanent-way and ballasting .....................................
Permanent-way materials .............................................
Station works..... .............................................................
Station buildings ............................................................
Water supplies, No. 2.................................... ................
Fencing ................................................................... . -■
Turn-table .......................................................................
Signals............................................................... ...............
Miscellaneous....................................................................

Cost of works ..................................................
Engineering and contingencies, 12| per cent.

Total...........................................

Average cost per mile

Estimated Cost. As-ernee per 
mile.

£ s. d. £ 13. d.
209,875 0 0 3,198 0 0

25,439 5 0 3S8 0 0
41,270 10 0 620 0 0
49,392 17 6 753 0 0
2,095 2 6 32 0 0
6,495 0 0 09 0 0

312 10 0 5 0 0
6,015 0 0 92 0 0

80,336 17 0 ],224 0 0
63,690 4 6 971 0 0
11,154 9 6 170 0 0
8,401 0 0 128 0 0
3,000 0 0 46 0 0

10,167 10 0 292 0 0
1,200 0 0 is 0 0
5,580 0 0 85 0 0

100 0 0 3 0 0

533,614 19 0
66,701 17 5 1,016 0 0

600,316 16 5

£9.148 11 3

No. 126.
Memorandum to The Engineer-in-Chief.

North Coast—Coff's Ilarhour to Gdenreagh,
Department of Public "Works, Railway Construction Branch,

Engineer-in-Chief’s Office, Sydney, 7 September, 1893.
In continuation of Rs, 93-229, I forward herewith estimate, abstract of ditto, diagram map, and report 
hereunder of above.

This portion begins at 278 miles 76 39 chains from Newcastle, at the south bank of CoS's 
Harbour Creek, crossing at 278 miles 78 chains that stream, which is very inaccurately shown on the 
parish map from which the diagram map annexed is prepared, it being a narrow and deep channel at the 
point of crossing. The line then follows close to the coast, generally almost due north, up to 286 miles, 
where the line turns inland leaving altogether the original coast line survey, which hitherto had been more 
or less through the same line of country from Taree. The main road, Coff’s Harbour to Grafton, is 
crossed at 287 miles 11 chains, and the Bucca Creek-road, which leads to Grafton via Glenreagb, at 
287 miles 36 chains. After a right-angled S curve west and north is made, this latter road is again 
crossed at 289 miles 11 chains, and the valley of Bucca Creek entered, the coast range being crossed here.

The line now follows down the valley of this creek, adjoining it closely at 291 miles 30 chains, and 
from 292 miles 80 chains to 296 miles GO chains, entering tbe main Orara River valley at 299 miles. 
Prom here the lino runs along east bank of that river to the junction with tho Guyra to South Grafton 
survey, at 303 miles 23‘33 chains north-coast mileage, and 423 miles O'12 chains mileage via Guyra from 
Newcastle.

As to the cross-over junction of the surveys shown in the map, this will have to be altered in the 
permanent survey. The matter is dealt with in my report, after inspection, of the survey—(see 92-3,966).

The north-coast survey is common to the Guyra to South Grafton from Glepreagh to Grafton, 
where a junction is made about lialf-a-mile short of the Clarence River, with the air ended survey Glen 
Innes to South Grafton, on which latter plans the approach to the latter town from all these routes 
is shown.

As to tho works—after the first l^ mile from Coff's Harbour, which is light, the section becomes 
moderately severe, a tunnel of 153 yards being met with at 280 miles 66 chains, and several promontories, 
which project into the sea, having to be cut through, being too sharp to go round. Another tunnel of 
92 yards through one of these occurs at 283 miles. Prom 281 miles the works are easier up to the 
beginning of the ascent from the coast at 287 miles. This ascent comprises some of the heaviest work on 
the North Coast line, two more tunnels of 189 and 253 yards long being met with at 289 miles 8 chains 
and 289 miles 44 chains, with several deep cuttings and high banks.

The coast range being surmounted when the 290th mile is reached, the Bucca Creek Valley gives a 
gentle descent to the Orara River; but the backwater flooding of this valley is so high, that formation 
in the depressions has to be kept from 15 to 25 feet above surface, and the spurs ‘have thus to he cut 
through to furnish material for these long and comparatively high hanks. The work, therefore, which 
might otherwise have been lightened by closer grading to surface and more curvature, is moderately heavy 
,right up to the junction.

The
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The Coff’s Harbour Creek, aud some minor ones, require moderate bridges, but this class of work 
is not heavy ou this length. Two fourth-class stations are provided, Coff’s Harbour station being ^already 
comprised in the previous length, aud G-lenreagh in the Guyra to South Grafton (part Jso. 5); but 
junction arrangements and turn-table at Glenreagb are now included iu tlie estimate herewith. Should 
some other connection with the New England tableland be preferred to the Guyra one, this latter 
expenditure would be unnecessary. _ _ j n u ■

A rnling grade of 1 in 50, which occurs only on this length between Newcastle and Grafton, is 
unavoidable in the ascent to the coast range. Curves of 12 chains radius are used, but, with a minor 
exception, they are confined to the mile at tbe summit level.

714 lb. rails are estimated for.
Good timber for all structural purposes is to be had throughout.
Ballast must come from the rock cuttings.
Water is plentiful. _
The country is sparsely settled, except immediartely close to the line down the Bucca alley j but 

the soil generally is above the average in quality, and a considerable population might be supported on it 
throughout. _ __

There are no actual townships passed through. C. 0. BURGE.

No. 127.
Memorandum to The Engineer-in-Chief.

North Coast.
Department of Public Works, Railway Construction Branch,

Engincer-in-Chief’s Office, Sydney, 8 September, 1893.
In sending iu report Rs. 93-2-18, and estimate of the last link of the above, I have computed, assuming 
no material alteration in the estimates of the recent lengths now under your approval, that the total cost 
from West Maitland to Lismore, exclusive of Clarence River crossing, will be £3,782,380, or £9,013 per 
mile, the length being 392 miles 21 chains, and the total length, Sydney to Brisbane, about 661 miles, as 
against 723 miles via present Wallangarra route.

C. 0. BTJBGE.

Noeth Coast Raii.wat.—Particulars of estimates, &c,—West Maitland (20 miles 57 chains from Newcastle) to Lismore.

£0a cS
Is. 43 t

Division Length.
Single

or o n rt
£> ai 1 a+a Estimate. Cost per 

mile. Surveyor. Remarks, &c.
Double. si £-3 to

'o£ £ Is 1P3
in. ch. lb. ft. iii. r. in Ch. £ a. d. £ a. d.

West Maitland Isa 63 C. A. Edwardcsto Single. 71* 13 6 lin B0 12 882,369 10 S 11,677 6 0
Pungog.
Dungog

)
)

711 18 6 Lin 60 12 419,518 13 3 10,620 14 61 64 m. 40 ch. to 89 m. 25*79 ch.
to [-39 40 C. S. GUlett .. 89 m. 25'70 ch. to 93 in.Gloucester. )

Gloucester )
71* 1 in 60 12 576,919 4 2 13,887 8 11-j a 8. Gillefct ..to

Tareo.
j-41 13 40 18 0 Thos. Kennedy 104 m. 49-51 ch. to 134 m. 43-41 ch.

Taree
to Us 63-48 71* 18 6 1 in 7C 12 600,025 1 0 8,334 5 2 C, A. Edvarde.

Kompeay. ) ( C. A. Edwardes 218 m. 26-89 ch. to 217 m. 25'78 ch.
Kempsey i*

71* 1 in 60 12 600,310 1C 8 9,148 11 3 j 217 m. 25-78 ch, to 250 m. 10-30 ch.to V65 49*49 18 6 E. B.Thornhur\ 250 m. 19-30 ch, to 270 m, 40-94 ch.
Coifs Harbour. ) ( John Gumming 270 m. 49'94 ch. to 278 m. 7G39 ch*
Goffs Harbour )

John Gummingto j-24 27*14 71* 13 6 lin 50 12 275,740 7 4 11,320 0 10
Glenrigh.
Glenrigh

13 6 lin CO 12 205,437 10 4 7,624 13 11 John Gumming This portion is common to this line and the|ae 15-60 7l£
South Grafton. Guyra to South Grafton, and it is estimated 

as belonging to the latter line.
Forty-eijrht chains of approach to South Grafton (included in the Glen limes to South Grafton survey) and interval across the Clarence River at Grafton are 

omitted in estimates and lengths.

Grafton it
to

Casino.
[fX 50 ?i 71* 18 6

Casino >
to

Lismore.
>18 11 71* 18 0

j Messrs.Sharkey, 
Thornburg,

]2; 527,526 0 11 8,164 8 7-/

|

Lloyd and Pell 
Octavius Lloyd 
Wm. Kennedy. 
E.B. Thombury

20 133,325 10 3 7,350 16 5 | F. H, Geisow.. 
Octavius Lloyd

0 m, to 41 iu. 26 ch. (mileage from Grafton).

41 in, 25 ch. to 47 m. 18’2D ch,
47 m. IS^O ch. to 86 m. 17*15 ch. 
Eemmncnt staking. 06 m. ir'lS-) 

ch, to 78 in, 44T5 ch, ( from.
78 m. 44'15 ch. to 80 m. 5'70 ch. f Grafton 
80 m. 6*71) ch. to 82 ro, 59‘16 ch. )

* Length exclusive of 1 mile 47*Dj chains, brunch to pier.
1* The length given is that estimated. The Parliamentary plan, subsequently amended by alteration at Alurony Creek, Grafton, is 30 chains shorter. 18 miles 

731)5 chains of this length is in trial survey form, the rest is permanent staking ; but local alterations on the latter have been approved but not surveyed.
J Only one short curve of 12 chains, which might he made 16 chains—the sharpest otherwise on the length.

Sydney; William Appteyite Gullick, Government Printer.—1897.
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1897.

Legislative Assembly. 

NEW SOUTH WALES.

COAL USED BY THE RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.
(RETURN RESPECTING.)

Printed under No. 20 Keport from Printing Committee, 28 October, 1897.

RETURN to an Order of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales, dated 19th October, 1897, That there be laid upon the Table of this 
House, a Return showing,—

,r (1.) Tlie number of tons of coal annually used by the Railway 
“ Department.

“ (2.) The number of tenders accepted by the Railway Department for the 
“ supply of coal for the year 1897.

“ (3.) The names of the coal companies whose tenders were accepted.
“ (A) The price paid for the coal supplied by the various companies.”

' (Mr. JUdden.J

Hetties' showing the number of tons of coal used annually by the Hallway Department, the number of 
tenders accepted for the supply of coal for tbe year 1S97, the names of tho coal companies whose 
tenders were accepted, and the price paid for the coal supplied.

Number of tons of coal used annually by the l . - j. , or.nnr.nj.Department ........................... ... .J Approximately 300,000 tona.

The number of tenders accepted for tbe supply of) Dive tenders were accepted for the annual supply 
coal ............................................................... ) ending 30th June, 1898.

r

The names of the 
were accepted

coal companies .whoso tenders 1

Liihuow Coal Association, including the Eskbank 
Zig Zag, Lithgow A’alley, Vale of Clwydd, 
Hermitage, and Oakey Park Alines.

East Greta Coal Mining Co.
South Greta Coal Co.
Centenary Coal Co.
Gunnedah Coal Co.

^ For the year ending 30th June, 1898— 
Lithgow Coal Association ... 4s. 3d. per ton.
East Greta Coal Co. ... ... 4s. lid. ,,

The price paid for the coal supplied by the various j South Greta Coal Co. ... ... 4s. lOd. ,,
companies ... ... ... ... .... Centenary Coal Co. ... 7s. and 7s. Gd. „

Gunnedah Coal Co. ... ... 7s. 9d. ,,
J Delivered in Commissioners trucks at the 

colliery sidings.

CMO 370—
[580 copies—Approximate Cost of Printing (labour and material), £0 18s. Sd.]
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1897.

Legislative Assembly. 

NEW SOUTH WALES.

TRAMWAYS.
(RETURN SHOVING THE DISTANCES BETWEEN VARIOUS POINTS ON THE SYDNEY

AND SUBURBAN.)

Printed under No. 4 "Report from Printing Committee, 20 May, 1897.

[Laid upon the Table of the Legislative Assembly in accordance with the promise made by the Jlonorabh 

the Colonial Treasurer in reply to Question No. 18 of the ISi/t May, 1897.]

Return showing the distances between various points on the Tramways.
Miles. Chains.

Bent-street to Liverpool-street ... ... ... . , * ■ • *■■ *** 0 64£
Liverpool-street to Q.ueen-street Junction ... 1 53
Queen-street to Bondi Junction.... ... ... ....................................... 1 0-i
"Bondi Junction to Bondi Beach ... ... ... 2 It

Bondi Junction to Warerley Junction............... 0 77

Waver ley Junction to Waver! ey Terminus ... 0 48
Waver ley and Rand wick Extension Line (Allison-street to McPherson-street) 1 18
Bent-street to Randwick Post Office (Avoca-street) 4 38

Randwick Post Office to Ooogee........................... ........................................ 1. 30|
Bent-street-Dowling-street, via Crown-street ... ....................................... 2 23j

Bent-street to Redfern Railway Station ... ........................................ 1 444
Bent-street to Waterloo Terminus ... ... 3 25
Waterloo Terminus to Gardeners’ Lane ... ........................................ 1 33

Gardeners’ Lane to Botany Terminus............... 3 43J
Bent-street to Newtown Road Junction ... ....................................... 1 77
Newtown Road Junction to Leichhardt Terminus 3 8
Newtown Road Junction to Balmain Terminus 3 58

Newtown Road Junction to Glebe Point Terminus ... ... ... ... 1 94
Newtown. Road Junction to Forest Lodge Terminus (Wigram-street Loop) 1 0
Newtown Road Junction to Emnore Terminus 1 65
Enmore Terminus to Marrickville Terminus ... 1 31
Marriekville Terminus to Dulwich Hill... ... ... ... ... ... 0 712
Marion-street, Leichhardt, to Abbotsford ... 3 644
Ashfield to Enfield ....................................... 1 784
Kogarah to Sans Souci (Hotel) .. ... ... ........................................ 3 12
Sans Souci to Kogarah, via Sandringham ... ...................................... . 3 734

[34.T 107—
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